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AtRefa'sHouse.

Refafoldedhisclothessittingonthebedand

shovedthem inthebag,thedogsbarked

outsideandhequicklymovedthecurtains

lookingoutthewindow,17yearoldOarabile

walkedalongtheyardpassageswithanempty

bucketandapieceofclothshewoulduseasa

baseonherhead.



Heopenedthewindowandsheturnedlooking

back..

Refa:(smiled)Rabihi...

Rabi:Hi,wareng

Refa:Shap...Emahoo..

Heclosedthewindow,grabbedsomething

togetherwithhist-shirtandwalkedacrossthe

livingroom wherehislittlebrotherwas

watchingsoccer..

Rotlhe:Oyakae?

Refa:Keeta...

Heslidhist-shirtonandsteppedoutthedoor

asthedogsjumpedonhim,herubbedtheir



headsandleanedoverthefencelookingather.

Shehadplaitedherusualthreelinesofthe

Africanboxesthatalwaysrevealedhernatural

beauty,shestillhadthatblackthreadinher

earlobeshehatedsomuch.Hestillcouldn't

understandhowmuchpainshehadtogo

throughtopierceherearlobeswithaneedle

andpullththreadthroughbutthenifit'sthat's

whatittooktolooklikeothergirlsitmusthave

beenworthit.

Refa:Areyougoingtofetchwater?

Rabi:Yeah,ithoughtyouwenttoGaborone

already

Refa:I'm abouttoleave,oneofmyunclesis

goingtheresoI'm catchingaride.That

standpipeisreallyfar,howcomeyou'retheonly

onefetchingwaterallthetime?



Rabi:Youwouldn'tunderstand

Refa:Whyyourcousinsbasagothuse?

Rabi:Youknowhowauntieisakerenerra,we

areneighborsyouseehowshetreatsme..

Refa:Tsenaogemetsiee...

Shereluctantlylookedintheyardsearchingfor

hisparent'scar...

Refa:It'sjustmylittlebrotherandi...Comein...

Rabi:Ok...

Theybothwalkedalongthefencetowardsthe

gatewhereheopenedthegateandletherin,

thedogssniffedherfeetasshegrabbedRefa's

arm andfrownedfearfully...



Refa:(laughed)Don'tbeababy,theywon'tbite

you.

Rabi:(laughed)Gakebatebosorry,abekeyago

botswagorennamomalapengabathoneke

batang

Refa:(laughed)Givemethebucket...

Hegotherbucketandwasheditasshewaited

shylyfoldingherarms,hesplashedthewater

onhismother'sflowersandputthebucket

downtheheturnedthetaponandsprinkledthe

wateronherfacewithalittlesmile.She

flinchedandlaughedrubbingherface...

Refa:WarengO?(laughed)Heithewayyour

auntscreamsyourname,Jesus!isweartoGod

ifyouleftherhouselifewouldliterallystop

Rabi:(stoppedsmiling)Goingwhere?Theonly



waytoleavethathouseistogetadmittedin

Maunseniorthenmaybeaskthesocialworkers

forboarding.

Refa:Whichisgreatbecausethefinalexam

resultswillbeoutanytime

Rabi:That'sifsheagrees,sheprobablywon'tlet

megoboardingbecausesheneedsamaid.

Refa:Youshouldconsidertalkingbackthough..

Thewateroverflowedandtheybothturned

aroundashequicklyclosedthetap,shefixed

herringclothandputitoverherhead.

Refa:Takegotseyehalfway

Heliftedthebucketandledheroutthegateas

shewalkedbyhisside..



Reba:I'm leavingthisafternoon,I'm reallytired

ofschoolingwaitse

Rabi:UhI'dbehappy,beingattertiaryand

gettingstudentallowancewithmyownhouse.

Reba:It'snotthateasy..

Ashortdistancefrom herhomeheputthe

bucketdownandlookedinhereyes,itwouldbe

anotherlongsemesterbeforeseeingherface

againandthoughithurtitwasn'tsomethinghe

couldshare,atleastnotatthattime.

Oarabileputtheringclothoverherheadandhe

helpedherputthebucketontopofherhead,

shegrabbedittightlybitingherlowerlipsand

heswallowedlookingather,shehadsuch

beautifullips....hesteppedbackandtooka



deepbreath...

Rabi:Shap

Hequietlywatchedherwalkingawayashe

walkedbackwardsthenherememberedand

touchedhispockets.

Refa:Wait!amporekelebala..

Sheslowlyturnedbackcarefulnottospillthe

waterashejoggedovertakingoutsomething

from hispocket.

Hestoodinfrontofherandtoreapackof

earrings..



Refa:Igotthisforyou..

Withafullbucketonherheadshelookedatthe

goldearringsandhermouthdroppedwhileshe

heldthebucketwithbothhands,helooked

aroundforapieceofglassandsteppedover

lookingdownatherandcarefullycutthethread

onherear,heputtheearringsonandstepped

backadmiringherbeauty.

Rabi:(softly)Thankyou...

Refa:Sure

Rabi:Howmuchisit?

Refa:KeP80,why?

Rabi:It'sreallyexpensive,whydidyoubuyme

earrings?

Refa:(lookedawayembarrassed)Weare

friendscomeon



Rabi:(smiledlookinginhiseyesandlooked

down)Thanks

Refa:Gohome,thisbucketisheavy.

Shesmiledonelasttimeandwalkedawayas

hewatchedherthenhesighedandjumpedover

thefencewalkingbacktothehousewithacute

smile.

AtRabi'sHouse....

MinuteslaterOarabileputthebucketdownand

startedmakingfireasherauntwalkedoutof

thehouse...

Her:HaveyoucheckedonRraAkofang?



Rabiswallowedtearfullyassheshovedplastics

underthepiecesofwood..

Rabi:Hedoesn’thavelaundry

Her:Youdon'tjusthavetocheckonhim when

hehaslaundry,hecaresaboutyouandhewill

giveyousomething.

Rabi:Iwillgotomorrow

Her:Wedon'thavemeattoday,Akwana

checkedherfriendandI'm sureshewillcome

backwithcookingoil,Boagobroughtmeat

yesterdayandyouneverbringanything.

Oarabileyou'reoldenoughtohelparound,o

batagojesiwakemang?(frownedlookingat

herears)What'sthat?

Shesteppedoverandtouchedherearlobe...



Her:Wheredidyougetthis?

Rabi:Oneofmyclassmatesgaveittomeat

school

Her:You'relying,youdidn'thavetheseonFriday,

Rabiwebringfoodhomeandyou'rebeautifying

yourself?Kooreronaredihemakarerekadijo?

Rabi:(stoodup)AuntieIdidn'tbuythese

earrings

Her:(angrily)Areyouscreamingatme?

Shesighedandsquattedlightingamatchstick

thenherauntbentoverremovingherearrings...

Her:Youcan'tbebuyingearringswhenibuy

food,you'reungrateful.Idoeverythingforyou

andyoubuyearringswhenRraAkofanggives

youmoney?YoumustthinkI'm reallystupid.



Rabitearfullystoodupandlookedatherasshe

walkedbackinthehousewithherearrings...

Her:OyegokopaseshabokogoRraAkofang,

justtellhim you'rehungry.Whatiswrongwith

you?(turnedlookingather)Whycan'tyoube

smartlikeothergirls,girlsyouragegetanything

theywantbecausetheyknowhow,whyshouldi

teachyouevenatyourage?

Sheturnedbackandwalkedover...

Her:Gogetthemeat,I'llboilthewater...Go...

Andwashyourface,borrowAkwana'sdress...

Rabiquietlydustedherhandsandwalkedinthe

house....



AtRraAkofang'sHouse..

MeanwhileRraAkofangstartedtheignitionof

hisHiluxandturnedupthevolumebefore

walkedbackinthehouseashisphonerang...

Him:Hello?

Refa:Uncleshouldicomeoveroryou'llpassby?

Him:Um...I'm stilltryingtocleanup,Akofang

leftthishouseinsuchamess.Doyoutwolive

likethisinGaborone?

Refa:(laughed)WhydoyouthinkIstopped

sharingaroom withhim?Heisapig.I'llpass

bysowecango,hehasmyhousekeys,ihopei

won'tfindmyhouserotten.

Him:(laughed)Bye



Hehungupandwalkedinthekitchenfixinghis

watch,therewasaknockonthedoorandhe

wentbacktoopen.

Oarabilelookedathim andlookeddown

withoutaword...

Him:Iwasgoingtocallyourauntsoyoucan

clearupmykitchenbecauseI'llbeinGaborone

forawhile.

Rabi:Ok,ijustcamethinkingmaybethereis

anythingicandoaroundthehouseandget

meat.Wedon'thavefood.

Him:Thereisfoodinthekitchen,tsayabekeya

Mozimbakweotsenyemoteng.

Rabi:Tanki

Shewalkedinsideashiseyesfellonherbutt,



heslowlyclosedthedoorandfollowedherto

thekitchenwheresheopenedthedrawer.

Hestoodbehindherholdingherwaistashis

bonerrubbedherbehind,sheswallowedand

movedtothefridgewhereshebegunputting

foodintheplastic.Isakeunzippedhispants

andstrokedhisdickstandingbehindherthen

heliftedhershortdresswhippedherbuttwith

hisrod.

Isake:(softly)Imissedyoubabe

Rabi:(puttingfoodintheplastic)Imissedyou

too..Shouldigotobed?

Isake:No,continueputtingthingsinthere,ilove

doingitwhileyou'reworking...

Shecontinuedputtingthem onebyoneinthe



plasticwhilehepulleddownherpantiesand

loweredhimselftoherheightthenheplugged

himselfandgrabbedherwaistwithbothhands

breathingdownherneck...

Isake:(turnedhiseyes)OhGod,iwishmywife

wasthisgood.You'resogood...

Heslidouthiswhitegreasydickandpolishedit

withherjuicesthenheslidbackinandbegun

drillingassheslowlymovedtothedrawersand

putthespiceswhilehegrunteddrillingback

andforth.

Isake:Uhsh....Inamaotsenyekobekeng

Rabibentoverputtingtheplasticinsidethebag

withhisrodstillpluggedasIsakegruntedeven



louder..

Isake:(moaning)Iyooo....Iyooo...Iyooo....

Hegaveherthelaststrokeandshiveredjust

beforepullingout,hissemenrandownher

thighasshestraightenedupandturnedaround

lookingathim.

Hegrabbedtheserviettesandwipedhimself

beforehandinghersome,shewipedherselfand

lookedathim withherpantiesstillather

ankles...

Rabi:Ihaven'tseenmyperiodin4monthsand

lastnightifeltsomethingmoveinmystomach.



Isakepausedzippinghispantsandlookedat

herwithalittlesweatonhisforehead...

Isake:(angrily)whatareyousaying?I'm a

marriedmanandihaveafamily,ohorwake

goremosadiwamegaaberekelemonokana

jang?

Rabi:(stammered)I...Idon'tk-

Isake:Don'ttalklikethatandhowdoieven

knowitsminesinceyou'resleepingwith

everyonethathasmoney?

Rabi:(tearfully)You'retheonlymanihaveever

hadsexwithinmylife,youknowthat!(rubbed

hertear)I'm reallyscared...

Isake:(pointedtothedoor)Getoutofmyhouse

ifthat'sthekindofnonsenseyou'rebringing,

anddon'tmentionmynameoryou'lldisappear.

Wankutwa?



ThedooropenedandRefastuckhisheadinside,

Rabiquicklypulledupherpantiesandfixedher

dresswhilehisunclefastenedhisbeltand

walkedoverblockingRefa'sview.

Refa:Themusicistooloud,iwascalling

severaltimesosautwale..

Isake:Iforgotyou'recoming,waitinthecari

wasstilltalkingtothecleaner.

RefaglancedatRabionceagainandthistime

shelookeddownthenhewalkedout,he

bumpedonhisbrotherandwenttositinthecar.

Thelittlebrotherfollowedhim andleanedinas

Refaputhishandsoverhisface...



Rotlhe:AreyouOK?

Refa:(swallowed)YeahI'm fine...

HetookadeepbreathandRabiwalkedoutof

thehousewithabigbagoffoodthenshe

stoppedbythecartearfullylookingatRefa.

Rabi:Refa..

Refa:(facedaway)Don'ttalktome...

Shepickedthebagandwalkedawayashe

staredatthewindscreenwithoutblinking,tears

filledhiseyesandherubbedhisnosesniffing

ashisbrotherlookedatRabiandbackathim

again...

Rotlhe:Doyouknowher?



Refa:(angrilypunchedthedashboard)Canyou

juststop!

Rotlhefurrowedhiseyebrowsandshruggedhis

shoulderssteppingback...

Rotlhe:Cool...

Hegotinthecarandtheywaitedfortheiruncle

ashelockedthedoorandgotinthecar.Refa

putonhisshadesandpulledtheseatbeltas

hisunclestartedthecar...

Refa:Rotlheisjustbuyingsomethingbythe

shops,hewillgetataxi

Isake:Ok...



IsakereversedthecaranddroveoutasRefa

pressedhisphone.Heslidhisfinger

underneaththesunglassesandrubbedhiseye

thenhereachedforhisuncle'sdrinktowash

downabiglumpblockinghisthroat.

IsakedrovepastRabiasshestoppedlooking

backbutherolledupthewindowsandsped

off....

AYEARLATER....

*

SinfulDuty

#2

AtRefa'sHouse....



Refa'sfatherputhiswife'shandbaginthecar

andgotinasshewalkedoverholdingthehouse

keys.

Themorningsunshinedjustabovetheclouds

asshegotinandclosedthedoor.

Her:KooreRefaotsentseRotlhemokgwawa

goganellakotoropong?

Him:NoRotlheiscomingtoMaun.

Her:HaveyoutalkedtoRefa?Iknowboysdon't

getattachedbutisitrightforhim tostayinthe

cityforayear?Ithoughtafterhisgraduationhe

willcomebackhome.

Him:YouknowRefaneverexpresseshimself,

thereisnouse.Heonlytalksifhereallywants

totalkaboutsomethingandheisnotalittle

boy.Hecanstayinthecityifhewants



Her:Heusedtovisit,I'm notsayingheshould

staywithus...Itsbeenayear

Him:Butyousawhim atthegraduation,give

him abreak.Heislookingforajob.Weshould

betalkingaboutRonaandKaofela,Iwanttocall

Ronaandtalktohim aboutstayingata

girlfriend'shouse,heisnotsettingagood

exampleforhislittlebrothers.Refawillfollow

hisfootsteps,soonRotlhewilljoininandthen

beforeweknowitKaofelawillbedoingthe

same.Kaofela'sresultsarenotimpressiveatall,

heisgoingtofailform three,itlookslikethe

onlyeducatedchildrenherewillbeRefaand

Rotlhe.

Her:I'm justtiredoftheseboyshonestly,idon't

knowwhyGoddeniedmeachancetohavea

girlchildbecauseican'tcontroleitherofthese

boys.



Hisbrothercalledandthewifehelditforhim as

hedrovethecar...

Him:Hello

Isake:Hello,howareyou?

Him:I'm good

Isake:Iwanttothrowalittlepartyfor

mmaagweAkofang,boAkofanglebonebareba

etatodayortomorrow.Canyougivemeagoat?

MybudgetisP500-P900

Him:Noproblem.Wewillgotothefarm soyou

canhavealook

Isake:Ok,bye

Him:Wait,isAkofangcomingwithRefaand

Rotlhe?

Isake:HementionedRotlhe,nothingaboutRefa.

Him:Ok.



Shehungupashecontinueddriving....

Attheclinic...

LaterthatmorningRabiremovedthebaby's

napkinandappliedvaselineoverherrash.Other

motherslookedatherasshewalkedinsideand

hungherskinnybabythensheclosedthedoor.

Thenurseregisteredherweightandshepicked

herupputtingheroverherchest...

Nurse:(readingthecard)Kewameisreally

underweight,hasshebeensick?

Rabi:No,idon'thaveenoughmilk.Mybreasts

aredry



Nurse:Thisisreallybad,Sheisbeginningto

looklikesheisinSomalia,areyousuresheisn't

sick?

Rabi:Sheisfine

Nurse:Doyoucollectherfood?(checkedher

age)Childrenheragecollectfood,doyoufeed

her?

Rabi:Ifeedherbutitdoesn'tlastlong.

Nurse:ThreebagsofTsabanadon'tlast?Do

youfeedthewholefamilywiththebaby'sfood?

Rabi:(stammered)Yajewahelamolwapeng...

Nurse:(angrily)Ngwanyanantebamo

mathong...Stopactinglikeachildbecause

you'renot,ifyouspreadyourlegsforamanand

madeababyyou'reoldenoughtoprotectyour

babywankutwa?

Rabi:Eemma

Nurse:Thegovernmentgivesthisfoodto



childrennotadults,ifanyonewantstohave

theirsharetheyshouldhavechildrenand

collectithereeverymonth.Tsabanaeoyaga

Kewamenotanyoneelse.I'm goingtogiveher

4bagsofTsabanawhichishouldn'tevenbe

doingandifherweightdoesn'tpicknextmonth

you'llsee.Howcanyouletpeopleeatyour

baby'sfooduntilshelookslikethis?Whatis

wrongwithyou?

Rabi'seyesfilledwithtearsasshelookedatthe

nurseandburstintotears,thenursestopped

talkingandsadlylookedather...

Rabi:(crying)Thereisnothingicandoifmy

aunttakesTsabanayangwana,it'sherhouse

andidon'tcontributeanything.It'smyonly

contribution.Ilovemydaughterandidon't

understandwhyidon'thaveenoughmilkinmy



breasts.

Thenurseswallowedabiglumplookingat

Rabi'sskinnyarmsassheshushedherbaby...

Nurse:MmaagweKewameifyoudon'tlearnto

putyourfootdownyou'lllosethisbaby,she

alreadylookslikeshehasadiseaseandpeople

arecrueltheywillstarttothinksheisHIV

positivewhensheisperfectlyhealthy.This

childhasmalnutritionandyou'retheonlyone

whocanhelpher.Whereisyourmother?

Rabi:It'salongstory,it'scomplicated

Nurse:Thenyouhavetofightthisoneonyour

own,you'reamotherlesaboauntie-auntie,

tsogamarokoesengjalongwanayootaaswa

omolebile.Whereisherfather?

Rabi:Shedoesn'thaveafather



Nurse:Eeprotectthischild,goget4bagsof

Tsabana.Iwantanimprovementnextmonth

anddon'tmissthevaccination.Atleastyou

don'tmissanyappointmentsandshegetsall

herinjections.Icanseeit'snoteasynnakabut

youmusttry,refusewithherfood.It'shers.

Rabi:Eemma

Shewalkedoutrubbinghereyeswithherbaby

onthechest...

AtMaunSeniorsecondaryschool...

LateratnoonAkwanaqueuedforlunchand

walkedoutclosingherlunchboxasher

classmatesate...

Classmate:Aren'tyoueating?



Akwana:I'm nothungry,I'lleatafterschool...

Classmate:Waitseican'tbelieveRabidropped

outofschool,

Classmate2:Andnoonethoughtshe'dbe

pregnant,shewasalwaysquiet.Yourcousinis

asnake

Akwana:(angrily)Kantewhydoyoulikeasking

meaboutRabi?Howisityourbusinesswhat

shedoes?

Classmate:Wearejusttalkinghelaake-

Akwana:Aemma...Can'tyoufindanother

interestingtopic?Youbeentalkingaboutmy

cousinforayearnowkelapileketshelenyana

yalona.Atleastshedidn'tabortlikesomeof

you...

Shepassedthroughandshovedherlunchbox

inthebagasthetwoclassmatesranoutof



words...

Attheschoolgate...

Meanwhilearangeroverstoppedunderthe

mokolwanetreejustbythegatethenBoago

leanedoverandkissedhercompanionwhose

ringglitteredunderthesunwhileheheldthe

steeringwheel,...

Boago:(softly)Byebabe

Hegrabbedherschooltieandpulledhercloser

forakissthenheslidP100inherschoolshirt,

sheblushedandpickedherSparplastic...

Him:Callmewhenyouknockoff..(smiled



naughty)I'm onmaternityleavesowecanhang

outattheguesthouse.

Boago:Okbutyoucanwaitformeheresoican

checkthecoastanddodgethestudies.

Lessonsendbeforelunchafterlunchwejustdo

individualstudies.

Him:Ok,I'llparkatthefillingstation(smiled

andpinchedherchin).

Boago:(laughed)Haorennakeripotiwagotwe

ketisiwakerangerover.

Shelefttheplasticinthecarandclosedthe

doormakingherwaybackinschoolasthe

lunchsirenwailed.Otherstudentsrantothe

classeswhileshecalmlystrolledpressingher

phone.

Shefrownedasherphonevibratedreceivinga



message...

Text:Hinana,isawyourpictureonmy

husband'sphone.Idon'tknowhowoldyou're

butibelieveyourmotherraisedyoubetterthan

tosleepwithmarriedmen.Nnangwanakake

wakalengole,iprayformyhusbandandfamily.

Don'tmesswithaprayerwarriorotaagolagala.

Lamelethailwekathapelo.

Boago:Leavemealone.

Shetookascreenshotandsentittoher

boyfriendthensheblockedher.Hecalledright

awayandshepickedstandingbehindclass.

Boago:Hello?

Him:.HeyTwinkie...Areyouok?

Boago:Yeah...



Him:I'lltakecareofit,shewon'ttalktoyou

again.

Boago:Howdoiknowthat?Idon'twanttowalk

aroundlookingovermyshoulder

Him:Mothoyoogakakeadirasepe,letme

handleit.Areyoucomingorgettinginclass?

Shesteppedoverandpeakedinclassasthe

wholeclasssilentlysatreadingthenshetip

toedaway.

Boago:I'm coming..

Sheheardtwoteachersapproachingand

quicklyduckeduntiltheypassedthenshe

hurriedtothegate.



Intherangerover....

MinuteslaterBoagojumpedinthecarandtook

offhershoesremainingwithwhitesocksthen

sheslowlyremovedherschoolshirtasher

boyfriendsmiledbittinghislips,hesmiledand

leanedoverkissingherashejoinedthemain

road.

Boago:Tulo?

Tulo:Mmh?

Boago:Idon'twanttostayathome,it

embarrassesmetoliveinthatkindofyard.We

onlyhaveoneroom andweallshareit...My

mothersleepsonthebedthenisleeponthe

floorwithOarabileandAkwana,it'sevenworse

nowthatOarabilehasababywhocriesallnight

andpoopseverywhere.It'sstuffyandican

hardlybreathinthere.Wheneveriputmy



expensiveclothesinmychestofdrawersthey

puttheirdirtythingsonmine.Ialsofeellike

they'recostingmebecausewhenyougiveme

moneyihavetohelpout.Lastmonthibought

thegrocerybutidon'teveneatfoodcookedon

firewoodbecausetheysmell.Ibuysoapbuti

don'tbathkasekotele.I'm nothappy..

Helookedatherlittleprettyfaceandslowly

smiledthenhethoughtfullyfacedtheroad

holdingthesteeringwheelwithtwofingers...

Tulo:Kebatebachelorpad?

Boago:(smiled)Please...(whiningbabyishly

puttingherhandstogether)please...Please

daddyplease..

Shenaughtilyputherheadonhischestandhe



smiledkissingherforeheadbeforeholdingher

handandkissingittoo.

Tulo:Alright..I'llfinditbut...Idon'twantyour

wholefamilyintheredisturbingus.I'm the

answertoyourproblemsnotyourfamilys

problems..

Boago:(blushing)Iknowbabe...

Tulo:Itwillbeourhouse,iwantittobemylittle

havenwhereicanjustcomeandrelax,takea

breakfrom thatboringlifestyleofmineandjust

bemyselfwithyou.Youcan'tbringpeopleover,

iwanttowalkinandfindyouinyoursocksand

pantiesonly,whitepantiesandwhitesocksto

bespecific.

Shesmiledandbiteherlipslookingathim and

helookedbackatherwithasmilebeforethey

kissed...



Tulo:Takemyphoneandmakereservationsfor

3daysatthelodgewhilewearetryingtofinda

properhouse.

Boago:Ok

Sheenteredhispasswordandmadecallsthen

shetookselfieswithhisphonewhilehedrove...

Boago:Bythewayhowdidsheseemypicture?

IthoughtI'm theonlyonewithyourpassword

andpins.

Tulo:Istupidlymadeyouasmywallpaper,iwas

actuallytryingtomakeitacontactpicture...Its

thatpictureofyousittingbythepoolinyour

bikini.Ireallylovethatpicture...That'sallshe

saw...Obonyescreenandichangeditafter

Boago:Iyoo...



Tulo:ImightgoforatripnextweekkoLondon,

areyoucoming?I'llbeboredifigoalone.

Shegaspedandsmiled...

Boago:Yes!Howcanyouevenask

Tulo:(laughed)Youneedparentalconsentto

travelabroad,you'reaminor

Boago:EwalletmeP300,it'senoughtohandle

thatconsent.

Tulo:isendeleee..Wewillbetherefor2weeks

though,youmightmissditest

Boago:I'm goingtoLondonI'llschoolwhenI

getback

Shesmiledandsentherselfsomemoney....



AtRabi'sHouse....

LaterthatafternoonRabirakedbehindthe

houseandlaiddownherbabyonthemattress

thensheleanedagainstthewallfeeding,she

sadlylookedatherdaughter'sfacegoingdown

heroldclothesandrubbedhergleamingeye...

Rabi:I'm goingbacktoschoolthisyear,it'smy

newyear'sresolutionandI'm goingtopassfor

youautwaKewame?I'm goingtobeanurse

andwewillstayinanicehouse,you'llhavetoys

andeverything.Ican'tgiveyouaafatherbutI'll

doeverythinginmypowertodoeverythinga

fathermustdo..

Heraunt'sfootstepsapproachedandshekept

quiet...



Aunt:Uhuareyoutalkingtoyourself?

Rabi:Iwassinging..

Aunt:Ohok...

Herauntputtheplasticchairdownandputthe

threeleggedpotofTsabanabetweenherlegs

holdingaspoon,Rabiglancedatherandplayed

withherdaughter'shand...

Aunt:DidyoudishforBoago?

Rabi:No,shedoesn'teatfirewoodfood.

Aunt:Ok,isawherclothesonthechestof

drawers,didyouwashthem?

Rabi:Yes,ihopeshewon'tbeangryatme.She

doesn'twantustouchingherthings.

Aunt:Becauseyoumixthem up,iwanttogive



herthebedandjoinyouonthefloor.She

doesn'tfeelcomfortableonthefloorbecause

yourbabycriesallnightsetseibilealala

nagengbutwhenshedoesn'tcomehomewe

don'teat...

Rabi:Auntieiwanttogobacktoschool,last

yearaftergettingmyresultstheytoldmeican

gobacktoschoolthisyear.Theywerejust

happyI'm anAstudent,eventheprincipalsaidi

shouldgodoform 4.

Aunt:Whoisgoingtolookafteryourbaby?

Rabi:Can'tyouwatchherfrom 7am tohalffour,

I'lldoeverythingaroundhere.I'llalwayscome

homeontime.

Aunt:Nnyaamme,gorewagoithwalayo

mongwe?Ae...AndI'm busy.

Rabi:(tearfully)Auntiethemmakeagorapela,

ifigobacktoschoolillpass.Youknowialways

getA.Please...Noonecanhelpme...



Aunt:Ican't,I'm toobusyandI'm sick,ialready

raisedyouOarabileandnowishouldraiseyour

baby?Whosefatheridon'tevenknow?

Rati:(tearfully)Youknowherfather,how-

Aunt:(angrily)Isakesaysyou'relying,hehates

menowforhavingabitchyniece.Youreally

destroyedusbyhurtingRraAkofang.We

wouldn'tbethispoor,I'm notlookingafteryour

baby...yousaidyouwanttobeamotherbea

mother.(chewingTsabana)thischildbrought

usmorepovertynothingelse.

RabiquietlyfedKewameasAkwanaappeared

behindthehouseandsighedtakingdownher

bag...

Akwana:Hidobenase...Dobenase...



SheliftedKewameandkissedhercheeks

blowingherbellyasthebabycrackledexcitedly.

Rabiflashedherfirstsmileoftheday...

Rabi:Shewillgetyouruniform dirty

Akwana:It'salreadydirty,I'm goingtowashit.

Howmuchdidsheweigh?

Rabi:Uh..Thecardisinthehouse

Akwanatookoutherlunchboxandopenedit,

thechickenaromawailedtowardshermother's

noseasshestretchedhernecklookingat

Akwanaasshesmiledpickingadrumstick...

Akwana:Kewameibroughtyouchicken...I

knowyouloveit

MmaAkwana:mmekebone...



Shegotthelunchboxandthedrumstickas

Kewamefrownedandburstintotearswatching

hereat...

MmaAkwana:(chewing)GiveherTsabana...

Akwana:Aumme,ibroughtthatforDobenase

MmaAkwana:Shedoesn'tknowanythingabout

food,giveherTsabana...Iraisedyouandyou

neverdoanythingforme.Thatboyfriendof

yoursdoesnothingforyou

Akwana:Itoldyoutostoptalkingtomeabout

that,I'llgotoboardingnna.

Sheputthebabydownandangrilywalkedaway,

Rabisadlyputherbabyonherlapandwatched

herauntfinishthemeatandrice.



AtRefa'sHouse...

LateronatduskRefasteppedoutofthetaxi

andansweredthephonewalkingthroughthe

gate...

Kaofela:Hello?

Refa:Okae?

Kaofela:AtuncleAkofang'sHouse,they're

preparingforapartysowearedoingafew

things.Areyoucoming?

Refa:No,I'm busy.Cheers

Kaofela:Sure

Refa:Wait,isRotlhethere?

Kaofela:Yeah,Ronaisalsohere,youshould

come

Refa:No,kedirasengwe...



Hehungupandunlockedthehouse,he

droppedhisbagandwalkedaroundtheyardas

thedogsfollowedhim.

Afterthinkingaboutitforawhilehewalkedout

thegateandturnedtoRabi'syarddirection,a

fewstepsintothepassagesheappearedfrom

thefrontholdingabucketwiththebabytied

behindherback.

Hesloweddownandsmiledabitasshe

shamefullylookeddown..

Refa:Hey...longtime.

Rabi:Hi..

Refa:Whosebabyisthis?



Rabi:(loweredhervoice)Sheismine..

Refa:What?

Helookedatthebabyagainandpickedabitof

herresemble,tongue-tiedhestaredatherand

finallyswallowed...

Refa:Oh...Ok...um.…bye

Rabi:Bye

Sheturnedandwalkedawayashestoodthere

staringatherinshock..

Refa:Wait,isitmyuncle'sbaby?

Sheturnedaroundandlookedathim ashe

anxiouslywaitedforherresponse...



Rabi:No,justanotherguyiwasseeing.

Refa:(sighedinrelief)Ohok...Hemustbe

happy

Rabi:Iwouldn'tknow,hehadacaraccident

wheniwas7monthspregnant.Hisfamilynever

likedmesoI'm justaloneonher.

Refa:Oh..I'm sorry...Canitakeyouhalfway?

Rabi:Ok...

HepacedupandsmiledtouchingKewame's

cheek

Refa:What'shername?

Rabi:Kewame

Refa:That’sanugly...(theybothlaughed)I'm

namingherNatasha,fitsherbeauty.Letme



holdher..

Sheuntiedherashesmiledpickingher...

Refa:(laughed)Oops...Hernappyiswet..

Rabi:Jesus,sorry.Letmetakeher

Refa:Nahit'sok...

Hesmiledlookingatherandlookedbackat

Rabi...

Refa:Sheisbeautiful,justlikeyou..

Rabi:Thanks..

Refa:Letsbuyadrinkbythetuckshopfirst...

RabisadlywatchedasRefasteppedoverthe



bricksbythetuckshopbuyingNatashasome

chipsandtickledherbeforebuyingherajuice

andhandingitover.

Refa:Youstilllovejuiceright?

Rabi:Ofcourse...

Refa:Letmeholdthebucketforyouonwe...

Heheldthebabywithonearm andthebucket

withanotherassheopenedherjuiceandtooka

sip...

Don'tforgettoLikeandtagafriend.

*

*

*

*



.

.

.

.
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#3

Oarabile'sHouse...

Refaapproachedthegatecarryingthefull

bucketofwaterwhileOarabilewalkedalong

holdingthebaby,heputthebucketdownand

sighedrubbinghishandsbehindhisjeans,she

glancedinhiseyesandsmiledgratefully...

Refa:Thisdistanceshouldn'tbesobad..

Oarabile:Thankyou,iusualgethalfthebucket



justsoicancarrythebabyaswellthenI'm

forcedtogobackthereagain

Refa:Howmanywatercontainersdoyouhave?

Icangetmyfather’scarandhelpyououtifyou

don'tmind.

Oarabile:Wehavealotofthem,tabeothusitse

nkadirawashenyadiaparotsangwana

Refa:Gogetthem ready,I'llbethereinaminute.

Yourauntwouldn'tmindmedrivinginright?

Oarabile:No,actuallyshewillbeveryhappy...

Refa:Sweet...

HesmiledlookingatNatashaandpinchedher

chin.

Refa:Stillcan'tbelieveyouhaveababy..



Therewassilenceastheybothstoodthere

lookingatoneanother..

Refa:Ialwaysthoughtyouwereababy,ieven

feltguiltyforhavingfee-(sighed)ijust....It

nevercrossedmymindthatyouweresexually

activeletalonehavedifferentmenatonce.

(sadly)Idon'tknowwhyitmakesmesad

though...

Oarabile:Wareyouevenfeltguiltyforhaving

what?

Refa:Nevermind...

Oarabile:Imind...Tellme..

Refa:(sighedandflashedasmiletouchingher

cheek)Gopackthewatercontainerskeeta..

Hepinchedthebaby'scheeksandsmiledas

Natashasmiledwithfourteeththenheturned



aroundandwalkedawayasOarabilewatched

him,hesmelledgood,helookedsmartand

mostofallhehadjusttherightshoes,thekind

thatleftmanlyprintsontheground.

Shegrabbedthebucketandhurriedincarrying

herbaby...

AtRraAkofang'shouse..

LateronRefawalkedthroughthegate,several

familymembersweresittinginfrontofthe

housewhilethefamilysonsandnephews

skinnedagoathangingfrom thetree.

Refafoldedthesleevesofhismuscletop

approachingtheguysandsmiledashisbig

brotherstoodupandbumpedshoulderswith



him beforerubbinghisheadbloodyhandsand

punchinghim onthechest...

Rona:Whythefuckdidyoustealmy

headphones?

Refaflinchedandstaggeredbackandlaughed

bendingover..

Refa:(laughed)Whatthefuck!Ididn'tstealyour

headphones...(pointedathisyoungerbrother)

Hedid!

Rotlhe:(laughedandsteppedbackasRona

approachedwithafist)Refamrgakebateo

batagompolaisamotho..MaybeKaofeladid

Rona:LetaanyelaKaofeladoesn'tsteal,Refa

wherearemyheadphones?



Refatriedtoputonaseriousfacebutforsome

reasonhislipscouldn'tstopsmilingandfinally

laughterescapedagain..

Refa:Whyareyousosureitsme?(rubbedhis

haircut)youputbloodallover!What'sthebig

deal,it'sjustheadphones

Rona:Expensivecordlessheadphones

Rotlhe:(laughing)WhyisRefalaughing?He

tookthem...Helaughswhenhedidsomething..

Ronaapproachedhim againandRefa

staggeredbackunabletocontrolhislaughter.

Ronatriedtopunchhim buthequicklygrabbed

hishandssmilingandpinnedhim againstthe

wallstilltryinghardnotlaugh...

Refa:(laughing)Mrididn'tstealyour



headphonestabekekopanyekaeletsoneka

goreonnakongwanyaneng?

Rona:(tiltinghisheadsmiling)Themonaakoo

mphediheadphonetsame

Refa:(clearedhisthroattryingtobeserious)

Ok...Cooldown...Letmetellyouwhat

happened..

Rona:Ntogelaee

Helethim goandhefixedhist-shirt..

Refa:Ok,Isoldthem andboughtthisothergirl

earrings,iwascrushingonherandshedidn't

haveearrings,mystudentallowancewastaking

forevertoreport.Iwasstuckbetweenselling

myphoneoryourheadphonesandyouweren't

home.Ithoughtyouforgotthem..



Rona'smouthdropped...Hiseyesshrunkin

angerandhechargedatRefawhorantowards

hisfatherandgrabbedhisjacketastheold

manturnedaroundconfusedtogetherwiththe

uncleandotherfamilymembers.

Refa:(laughed)PapakanaRonaobatago

mpetsa!

Rona:(angrily)Hesoldmyheadphonessohe

canbuyagirlearrings!

Refa:(laughed)I'm sorry

Father:Yousoldhisheadphones?Forhow

much?

Refa:P80

Rona:(boiling)Iboughtthem P350!Yousold

them P80wantwaelanemonna

Isake:(laughed)Nnyaamotogoloatleast

compensatehim,P350isalot



Uncle:(laughed)Obechakadilotsabogodu

Refa?

Refa:(laughed)Ithoughtheforgotthem,...

(tookouthiswalletandopenedit)Ok,letme

paytheremainingbalance

Ronagrabbed400from hiswalletandshovedit

inhisbackpocketthenRefaturnedtothe

eldershopingfortheirbackupbutnoneofthem

showedinterest..

Refa:PapawamotogelaatsaaP400

Father:Canyouboysjustgoandskinthe

animalsoitcanspendanightinthefreezer?

RefaremainedstillholdinghiswalletthenRona

puthisarm aroundhisneckanddraggedhim

along...



Rona:Warenglaiteaka

Refa:Aftertakingmymoney...

Rona:Theoldladywascomplainingaboutyou

notcomingtoMaunforawholeyear

Refa:Ionlycamebecauseihaveajobinterview

onMonday

Rona:(pausedwalkingandsmiled)Areyou

serious?

Refa:(smiled)Yeah

Theybumpedshouldersandapproachedthe

restoftheguys...

Rona:Goatandgentlemenmayiintroduceto

you..ThefamilyfirefighterofficerRefaBanda...



Theguyspausedholdingknivesandfist

bumpedwithbloodyhandsthenhewashedhis

handsandpickedaspareknife.

Rotlhe:Soforrealthefiredepartmenttookyou?

Andyoudidn'ttellme?

Refa:Ididn'tthinkitwasabigdeal

Kaofela:Soyougothired?

Refa:I'llfigurethatoutonMonday.

Rona:Thisisgreat,wewillallgotogether

Refa:Yeah.canidothispartandcomeback?I

wantthecarfrom dadbutiwon'tbelong.

Rona:Sure

Theycontinuedslicingthegoat...

AtOarabile'sHouse...



MeanwhileOarabileputallthewatercontainers

outsideandpausedtyingthebabybehindher

back,herphonerangandshepickedwalkingin

thehousewithasmile...

Oarabile:Helloboss?

Voice:(laughed)Itoldyoutostopcallingme

that,whenareyoucomingovertowashthe

dogs?

Oarabile:(laughed)I'llbethereinanhour,I'm

walking

Voice:Oknanabye

Oarabile:Bye

Shehungupandapproachedheraunt...



Oarabile:Ihavetogowashthedogs,canileave

thebabywithyou?

Auntie:I'm busy

Oarabile:Butyou'rejustsleeping

Auntie:Soyouwanttowakemeup?

Oarabile:canileaveherforafewminutes,

Akwanawenttodoherhomeworkwithher

classmate,shenevertakeslong.

Auntie:Ican't,thischildlikescrying.Gowith

her...

Oarabile:It'spitbulls.Idon'twanttogether

closetothosebigdogsbecausethey're

unpredictable,theownerssaidtheycan'tbite

meonlybecauseibeenintroducedtothem.Ifi

showupwithanyonetheywillgetbitten

Auntie:YoucouldhavebeenfaithfultoRragwe

Akofangyouwouldn'tbewashingdogsand

pickingdogpoopfrom richpeople'shouses.



Oarabile:Washingdogsismuchbetterthan

havingsexwithanolderman.

Auntie:(angrily)Areyoutalkingbackatme?Wa

nthogakaOarabile?Goolamasepaadintswa

kegonemogogodirangmakgakgaakana?I'll

chaseyououtofmyyardifyoukeeptalkingto

melikethat

Oarabilekeptquietlytearfullylookingather,the

baby'sheartbeatraisedasshewatched

MmaagweAkwanascreamingatOarabile,she

suckedherthumbandburiedherfaceonher

mother.

Oarabile:I'llgowithher.

ShewalkedouttextingRefa...



Oarabile:I'm goingtodosomethingfor2hours,

doyoumindregametsilater?Just2hours.

Refa:Sure,lennanekesantsekedirasengwe

ibile.

Oarabile:Ok,seeyouin2hours.

Refa:Sure

Shesighedandleft...

Atthemall...

LateronRefaandhisbigbrotherparkedinfront

oftheshopandslammedthedoorsbefore

walkingintheshop,theladieswalkingoutof

theshopstaredandevenblushingwhispering.

Probablyunawareoftheeyesonthem theolder



brothergrabbedthebasketwhiletheother

droppedthedrinksinside...

Refa:Whatkindoffooddobabieseat?

Rona:Dependsontheage..Whyareyouasking?

Refa:Thereisthisgirl...theoneswhostayin

thatoneroom behindus.Babagangmetsiko

standphaepeng...wababona?

Rona:Thepooroneswithaloudmother?

Refa:Yeah...Iwanttobuyherbabysomething

toeat,shelookswaytooskinny.

Rona:You'refuckingoneofthosegirls?Don't

youknowtheysleepwithmenformoney?

Everyoneknowshowthatfamilyoperates,they

usemen.Areyouignorantorwhat?

Refa:(chuckledembarrassed)Dude,I'm not

sleepingwithher!Wearefriends

Rona:Okthat'sarelief..Howoldisthekid?



Refa:7monthsorsomething

Rona:Let'sgothatside,thereispurityand

otherbabyfeeds.

Refa:Ok

Theyheadedtothebabyfoodsandpicked

severalthingsbeforepassingbytheother

shelves...

AtOarabile'sjob...

MeanwhileRabibentoverandwashedthepit

bullasherbabysuckedherthumbonherback,

hercellphonevibratedinthepocketandshe

triedslidingitoutbutitslippedandfellinthe

waterbeforeshecouldanswer.Shequickly

removedthebatteryandrubbeditonherskirt...



AtOarabile'sHouse...

LateronRefadrovethroughthegateas

Oarabile'sauntsatbythefirealonelisteningto

theOmegaradio.Shegrinnedlookingatthe

unfamiliarFordRangerWildTrackandsmiled

salivatingexpectingBoagotostepout,Refa

steppedoutzippinghissweaterand

approachedthefire...

Herespectfullybentoverandshookherhand

astheyexchangedpleasantries...

Her:Otengpapa?

Refa:Eemma..I'm lookingforRabi,shehad

askedmetofetchwaterforhersoshecando

thebaby'slaundry.Itriedcallingbutherphone

isoff.



Her:Aren'tyouBanda'sson?

Refa:Um...Iam...

Her:You'reseeingRabi?

Refa:(smiled)Well...idon'tkn-

Her:Whyareyoustammering?

Refa:(laughed)I'm not,iwasn'treadyforthat

question

Her:Shewenttoseeherbaby'sfather

Refa'ssmiledissolvedaslookedather,theaunt

grabbedabucketlidandblewthesmokeoff

untilalittleflameeruptedagain....

Refa:Ithoughtthefatherdiedinacaraccident

Her:Maybeshehasalotoffathersbuttheonei

knowisaliveandwell.



Refashookhisheadandstoodup...

Refa:Ok...

Hewenttothecarandunloadedabigplastic

withthebaby'sfood,twobigbagsofPampers

andthreebigcansofbabyformulawhichhe

placedbytheauntie.

Refa:(respectfullyputhishandstogether)

Nnyaammekealebogamogolo.(handedher

P500)Thisisforthebaby'sclothes.

Her:Thankyouson,illgiveittoherlehaleene

agobechakaone.Gasegoregaremothuse

ngwana,whenigivehermoneyshegivesitto

herboyfriend.

Refa:Gosiame



Refaswallowedahardlumpandjumpedinthe

carthenheleanedbacktryingtocallher..

Voice:Themascom numberyouhave-

HehungupclenchinghisJawsashisheart

throbbedagainsthisribcage,heswallowed

hardandtypedheramessage.

Refa:Ireallythoughtwecould-(hecancelled

andretyped)Ioverlookedyourfirstmistakes

becauseithoughtyouwerenaiveandyoung

but-(hecancelledagainandretypedthefinally

message)Thanksforthelittletimewespent

togethertoday,ienjoyeditandiloveyour

daughter.Iknowherdaddidn'tdieinan

accidentandI'm gladshehasafatherfigurein

herlife.Iwishyouthebestinlifeandi'm sorryi

keepforcingmyselfonyou,ishouldhave



gottenthemessagethefirsttimebutidon’t

regretfantasisingnowit'stimeistarted

exploringmyoptionsandshapingmylifethe

rightway.

Hesentitandputthephonedownbefore

changingthegearsanddrivingoff.................

*AppreciatetheinsertbyLikingandremember

totagfriendssowedon'tleavethem behind.

*

*

*

*

.

.
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#4

AtOarabile'sHouse...

Akwanaapproachedthegateascarlights

disappearedintothenight,shesighedrolling

hereyes.Boagobeinghomewasalwaysthe

mostuncomfortablethingtodealwith,her

complaintsaboutthebabyandhowstuffyit

was.

Shegotcloserashermothertoretheboxof

custardandlickedtheentireboxbefore

reachingforthebananas.

Akwana:Canihaveone?

Her:(handedherone)Here...



Akwana:(lookedatthehousepeelingthe

banana)IsBoagosleeping?

Her:Sheisn'thome,maybeshewillsleepout

Akwana:(chewing)Shejustdroppedthefood?

Her:Someboybroughtthis,gatweketsa

ngwana

Akwana:(stoppedchewing)Itsforthebaby?

AnongRabioabadijotsangwana?

Her:Sheisnothome.

Akwanapickedtheplasticbagsandwalkedin

thehouseashermotherfollowedher...

Her:Whatareyoudoing?Bringthatplastichere

Akwana:You'renoteatingthisfood,Rabididn't

giveyoupermissiontoeatit.



Oarabilewalkedinontheargumentandputher

phoneonthetable..

Oarabile:What'sgoingon?

Akwana:Thesethingsareyours,nnakeithela

mmeajakeakopakantemothoonjesadi

bananatsangwana.

Oarabile:They’renotmine

Akwana:Shesayssomeguybroughtthem..

MmaAkwana:HesaysheisBanda'sson

Oarabile:(smiled)Refa?OhmyGod!

Herfacelitupassheleanedintheplasticsand

tookoutthebabypurityandotherbabyfeeds

theauntcouldn'teat,sheliftedabigpackof

pampersandcoveredhermouthtearfullythen

hereyesfellontheotherjumbopack...



Oarabile:Refa!

Asifitwasn'tenoughcansofNancaughther

attentionandshejumpedshakingitindisbelief..

Oarabile:(tearfully)It'smilk!

HerauntwalkedoutasOarabileslowlystood

upemotionally,atearrolleddownhercheek

andshewipeditlookingatAkwanawho

huggedhertightly...

Akwana:Idon'tknowmuchaboutthisguybuti

lovehim already,hewonme.I'm team stepdad

Oarabile:(laughedtearfully)Butheisso

modesthetakeshistime,heisamanofafew



wordsheiswastingmytime...(laughed)he

alwaysholdsback.Ilovedthisguyfrom a

youngagebecausehedoesn'tactlikethese

richkids.Ijustneverthoughtheactuallylikes

mebecause...Lookatme...Whowouldlove

me...Ithoughtheisjustcompassionatebut

now...Ithinkhelovesme..(blushing)ithinkhe

lovesme

Akwana:Babeshelovesyou,idon'tthinkiknow

hedoes.Wow...Thisissogreat...

Shesatonthemattressandchangedthebaby's

diaper...

Oarabile:Heevenboughttherightsize...

Shestoodupandtookouthersim card..



Oarabile:Letmeputmysim cardinyourphone

andcallhim,weweresupposedtogofetch

water.Myphonefellinthewater

Akwana:Ok..

Theyexchangedphonesandsheinsertedher

cardthenswitchedthephoneonwithablush

onherface,amessagereportedasshewas

abouttocall.

Refa:Thanksforthelittletimewespent

togethertoday,ienjoyeditandiloveyour

daughter.Iknowherdaddidn'tdieinan

accidentandI'm gladshehasafatherfigurein

herlife.Iwishyouthebestinlifeandi'm sorryi

keepforcingmyselfonyou,ishouldhave

gottenthemessagethefirsttimebutidon’t

regretfantasisingnowit'stimeistarted

exploringmyoptionsandshapingmylifethe



rightway.

Oarabileputherhandoverhermouthinshock

andlookedathercousinwhograbbedthe

phonereadthemessage.

Akwana:Youliedtohim?

Oarabile:Iwasembarrassed,Isakeishisuncle.

Ididn’twanttochangehowhefeelsaboutme.

Howdidhefindout?Didyoutellhim?

Akwana:Kekopanakaeleene?Idon'tknow

Refa,ijustknowthatyardhasalotofcuteguys

andtheirnamesareallthesametome,i

wouldn'tevendifferentiatethem.Ijustarrived

now.Icanneverbetrayyoulikethat

Oarabile:Iknow,I'm justasking.Iguessauntie

toldhim

Akwana:That'simpossible,thewaysheloves



moneyshecanneverchaseawaymoney.She

wouldhavejumpedandwipedRefa'sshoes.

Oarabile:Exactly,iknowshewouldhaveloved

him.

Akwana:Doesanyoneelseknowaboutrragwe

Akofang?

Oarabile:No,auntiedoesn'tevenbelieveme,

you'retheonlypersonwhoreallyknowsle

Boago.

Akwana:Thenmmetoldhim,hebroughtthese

homeafterall.Boagoisnotevenhere.Goand

askher

Oarabile:Shewillscream atme,letherbe.It's

myfaultanyway.I'm theonewholied.Ishould

havebeenhonest.

Akwana:Goandapologise,hesoundslikea

reasonableguy.Hewilllisten.

Oarabile:I'm embarrassedtoevenfacehim,i



haveachildwithhisuncleandiliedtohisface..

Idestroyedthis...ngwanakeneabonyerragwe

kesentsekamaaka.

Sheputherhandoverherfaceandcriedas

Akwanahuggedher...

Atthetrafficlights...

MeanwhileRefaslowedapproachingthered

lightsbuttheyturnedgreenandhesteppedon

theacceleratorasadriverontheotherlane

switchintohislane.Hesteppedonthebreaks

andcrushedontheHondaFitwhichrolled

forwardandcrushedontheMercedesBenzin

front.TheairbagblewonthefaceoftheHonda

driverasherfacebouncedbackandfourth.



CarsblewhornsasRefasteppedoutand

slammedthedoorwalkingtowardstheHonda

Fit.

Refa:(angrily)Howdoyouchangethelanes

withoutindicating?

TheMercedes-Benzdriversteppedoutfixing

herweaveandlookedatherscratchedcar...

Her:Sweetnessihopeyoucanaffordtofixthis

carbecauseI'm notdrivingascrap.

Carsstoppedcausingatrafficjam aspeople

madephonecalls,theHondaFitdriverfinally

steppedoutofthecarandlookedattheFord

RangerandtheMercedes-Benzashereyes

filledwithtears.Herkneejointsgotevencolder



whenshelookedattheMercedes-Benzthen

shebentoverholdingherknees.

Mercedes-Benzlady:MynameisRachel,here

ismydriver'slicence,canIhaveyours?

Hondafitlady:MynameisChelsea,idon't

havealicence.

Refa:Iam Refa,hereismylicence...

Peoplepassingbystucktheirheadsoutofcars

andshooktheirheads...

Man:(whistled)Ranger!Selosemokokothe

banna....Bonajaakaeikemetsehela...Kera!Ke

ra!Itstilllooksbrandnew

Man2:Mokokomestaa!

Woman:(laughed)HondaFitbatho!Thewhole



frontshrunk

Man2:shemsihopeshecanaffordtofix

Benz...(laughed)orsheshouldstartadvertising

herkidneyorsomething...

Theirloudchatssentmoreshiversdownher

spineassherubbedthebloodonhernoseand

lookedattheBenzagain.Shetiedhercurlyhair

intoaponytailandswallowedas

Chelsea:God....Ma'am I'm reallysorry....

Benz:Ihearyoubutthecarmustbefixed

Chelsea:Hehitmefrom theback,hewas

careless.Heshouldbefixingyourcarnotme.

Refa:Watsenwanengwananyanakewena?

Youchangedlaneswithoutindicatinglegoneo

lolomelahelaekareotsenamomosimengosa

lebeseipone.



Chelsea:Youhitmefrom theback,gatweit's

wrong

Refa:Obuamatakalaosenalicenseibile,call

thepolice.Andmycarisfinesoicanleave.

Benz:Ladymyhusbandandiareleavingfor

Gautengtomorrow,ihopeyouhaveaplan.

Refa:Thisisnonsensennakeatsamaya

Refainspectedhisbumperandrubbedthedust

offthenhejumpedinthecarandpulledthebelt,

theHondafitdrivercametothedoorandtried

toremovehiskeys...

Chelsea:Youcan'tleave,youcausedallthese

Refa:(pushedherhand)Don'ttouchmykeys!

Chelsea:(tearfully)Youhitmefrom theback!

Youcan'tleave



Refa:Youdidn'tindicate!

Sheslidherhandinsideagainandremovedhis

keysthenhesteppedoutandtriedtogetthem

back,sheslidherhandunderneathhert-shirt

andRefaputhisarmsaroundherwaist

grabbedherarm ashersoftbreastsensitised

hisskin...

Refa:I'm notplayingwithyou,mphekeyyame

Chelsea:Youcan'tleavewhenyouhearthe

policearecoming,it'syourfault

Theribbontyinghersilkyhairfelldownandher

haircoveredherfaceasshebentdownholding

thekeystightly,withherbuttrubbingonhis

manhoodRefaletgoofherandsighedrubbing

hisforehead...



Refa:Thisismadness...

Thepolicehighwaypatrolcarpulledoverand

Chelseahurriedovertothem..

Refa:(sighedindisbelief)Wow...

Hisphonerangasthepolicetalkedtotheladies

thenhepickeditandputhisotherhandinthe

pocketslightlykickinghistyre...

Refa:Hello?

Oarabile:Hi,thankyouforthefoodandclothes.

I'm sorryfornottellingyouthetruth.

Refa:Whatwasyourplan?Tousemeto

supportyourlittlefamily?



Oarabile:(tearfully)No,ijustdidn'tthinkyou'd

understand.

Refa:What’stheretounderstand?Whatdoyou

takemefor?

Oarabile:I'm reallysorry,ididn'thavethe

strengthtotellyou.

Refa'seyeswelledasheleanedoverthecar...

Refa:Soit'sreallytrue?

Oarabile:Whatistrue?

Refa:(angrily)Whatyouraunttoldme!Isittrue?

Justbehonestwithmeforonceinyourlife.I

don'tunderstandwhyyoukeeplyingtomeover

andover.Isittrueornot?

Oarabile:(crying)It'strue...



Heclosedhiseyesandswallowedabiglump

thenhetookadeepbreath...

Refa:Well...I'm gladifoundoutbeforeigot

attachedtoyouandyourdaughter.Youjust

taughtmeaverybiglesson.

Oarabile:(crying)Refawait...Iloveyou

Refa:Whatthehelldoyoumeanyouloveme?

Am isupposedtobelievethatkindofnonsense?

youmustthinkI'm stupidtowanttoputmein

thatkindofsituation.Doyouexpectmetobe

finewiththiswholearrangement?

Oarabile:Butthereisnothingicando

Refa:(shookhishead)"thereisnothingican

do"wow...Soyouactuallywanttocarryonlike

this?I'm notdoingthatshit,youmustmakeup

yourmind,period!iloveyoubutnotenoughto

getintothiskindofshit,no!



Oarabile:(crying)Makeupmymindaboutwhat?

Whycan'twejustcontinuelikewewereabout

to?

Refa:(angrily)I'm nottakingpartinyourmess,

you'redisgustingmerightforevensuggestingi

carryonwithyouafterfindingoutyouliedto

me.

Thepoliceofficerapproachedhim andhe

sighed...

Refa:Ihavetogo,bye

Oarabile:Canweatleastbefriendslikebefore?

Refa:Bye

Hehungupandturnedtothepoliceman...



Atthelodge....

Boagowalkedoutofthebathroom withatowel

wrappedonherheadandanotheraroundher

uppertorsoasshesatonthebedandpressed

herphone.

Boago:(text)Babeimissyou

Tulo:I'llbetherein5minutes,hadanargument

withthiswomanagain.IswearI'm withherfor

thesakeofmychildrenonly.Iwishihadmet

youbeforemarryingher

Boago:Sorrybabe,youcanalwaysdivorceher.

Tulo:AssoonasmylastbornisgrownI'm

leaving.

Shesmiledandpoutedtakingaselfiethenshe

senthim,aprivatenumbercalledandshe



picked...

Boago:Hello?

Voice:(shakyvoice)Canyoupleasestop

sleepingwithmyhusband,you'redestroyingmy

family.Whycan'tyouunderstandthat?Heismy

husband,orayagoregaoboneringyagagwe?

Boago:Oldwomancanyouleavemealone?Ke

rengnnahaolebosula?Ididn'tmarryyou,stop

callingme.

Voice:(calmly)Boago?(sheputherhandover

hermouthcrying)Stopentertainingmy

husband.I'm currentlygoingthroughalotright

now,I'm breastfeedingourlastborn-

Boago:Leavemealone.

Shehungupandcalledherboyfriend...



Tulo:Hello?

Boago:Yourwifejustinsultedmeandcalled

menames,rragasegoreonthalekakehao

nthogisamotho?

Heangrilyhungup....

AtTulo'sHouse...

Meanwhilethewifelookedatthescreenofher

phoneandputitdowndownbreastfeedingher

baby,herdaughterknockedandwalkedinthen

shequicklyrubbedherface...

Girl:Mamathecookingoilisfinished

Her:Canyougoaskforcookingoilnextdoor?

Girl:Iaskedforsugaryesterday,Nicolewill



laughatmeandtellherfriendsweaskforfood

from them.

Her:It'sok,goanddothedishes.I'llgomyself

Thelittlegirlwalkedoutthenshepickedthe

babyandstoodup,assoonassheopenedthe

doorTulosmackedherfaceandshefelldown

droppingthebabyonthefloor.

ThebabyslippedintoafitofcryasTulo

grabbedthemother'shairslappingher,the

oldestraninsideandpickedthebaby.BothTulo

andthewifefellonthechildrenastheoldest

screamedgrabbingherarm..

Tulo:(angrily)HowmanytimeshouldItalkto

you?Uh?Masego?Howmanytimesdoihave

totellyoutostopinsultingmyfriends?



Masego:(crying)Ninapleasetakethebabyout..

Hepausedlookingathiskidsandshamefully

unfoldedhisfistlettinggoofMasego'sneck

thenhesteppedbackandslammedthedooron

hiswayout.

Atthepolicestation....

LateronatthepolicestationRefaunlockedthe

carandgotinthenhejoinedtheroadand

spottedChelseastandingbytheroadstopping

taxis...

Hepulledoverandrolleddownthewindow...

Refa:Let'sgo...



Chelsea:Nothankyou,ihaveP5fortaxi

Refa:(laughed)Seriously?

Chelsea:Seriously,ican'tbelieveeveryone

blamesmeforsomethingididn’tdo,ifyou

weren'tspeedingyouwouldhavestopped.Now

youcausedanaccidentbutihavetopayforit

justbecauseI'm awoman.Itsaman'sworld

indeed.

Refa:(laughed)Chelsea?Canyougetinthecar

please...Whyareyousomad?Yourfatherwill

probablypayforit,whitepeoplehavemoney

kanaomixwasekula...Olebegasekulanyana.

Chelsea:SojustbecauseI'm coloredihave

money?Idon'tevenknowmyfather

Refa:Ouch,really?Ofatherlesschildgaoriana?

Shesmiledrollinghereyesasshestoppedthe

taxi,Refadrovealongandstretchedouthisarm



holdingP20.

Refa:(tothedriver)Bruhifyoudon'tgetherke

goneelaP20eneotshwereP5.

ThetaxidriversmiledlookingatChelseaand

sheturnedbackatRefa...

Chelsea:Youmustbefeelingreallybig

Refa:(smiledcute)Ido...Getinthecar..

Sheshookherheadandgotinthenthe

passengerinthetaxipassedtheP20tothe

driverasRefajoinedtheroadrollingupthe

windows.

Refa:(laughed)Oseriouswareit'smyfault?



Chelsea:Therrakenalestress,thatwasmy

sister'scarandsheisgoingtokillme.

Refa:Boyfriendyagagoetaaduela

Chelsea:Mxm otshegakannaakere?

Refa:Elegoreomoneelakukumahalahela?

Chelsea:(laughedandlookedathim)Lesago

nthoga

Heshookhisheadandsmiledlookingaway....

AtChelsea'shouse.

Refaparkedatthegateandsighedleaningback,

Chelseareluctantlylookedatthehouseand

sighedthenherphonerang.

Chelsea:Hello?



Voice:Whereareyou?Saleoilemma

Chelsea:I'm coming

Voice:Hurryup,iwanttowashthatcar.

TomorrowI'm goingtothefuneral.

Chelsea:I'm onmyway.

Voice:Bye

Shehungupandswitchedherphoneoff,there

wassilenceinthecarasshetearfullylookedat

thehouse.Refaturnedtoherandrubbedher

hand...

Refa:Gotellherwhathappened,thebandage

onyourarm willsoftenher

Chelsea:Theywon't,sheworkedsohard.She

sellsfoodattheclub,ittookheryearstobuy

thiscarandshehaschildren.



Sheputherhandsoverherfacecryingthen

Refaleanedoverandhuggedhertightly,heran

hishandonherscalpashersofthairfell

betweenhisfingers,theircheekstouchedas

shelookeddownandhesoftlypulledupher

chinandkissedtiltinghishead...

Chelsea:(reluctantly)Wait...

Refa:(softly)Shhh....

Hesoftlykissedheragainasshegaveinhis

charm,hishandsnuckuphert-shirtand

grabbedafleshofherbreastasshegasped.He

liftedhertshirtandkissedhernipplewhichwas

thelaststraw...

Heletgoofherandstartedthecarasshe



lookedathim..

Chelsea:(caughtherbreath)Whereareyou

going?

Refa:I'm goingtopayaroom andfuckyou

Chelsea:(stammered)Why?

Refa:(lookinginhereyetwistingthesteering

wheel)BecauseIcan....

Hedrovewithonehandandslidanotherinher

pantiesthenhepushedherthighsapartand

flickedherbeanashejoinedtheroad.

Chelsea'sclosedhishandbetweenherthighs

andmoaned...

Refa:Openyourlegs...Don'tdisturbme...



Shespreadherlegsandlookedathim ashe

lickedhisforefingerandflickedherclitssoftly...

Attheguesthouse...

Minuteslaterheparkedinfrontoftheroom and

steppedoutasChelsearemainedinthecar,he

walkedaroundthecarandopenedthedoorfor

herthenheremovedherseatbeltandcarried

heroutofthecarandtowardsthedoor.

Chelsea:Soyou'rejustgoingtopickmeupby

thesideoftheroadandfuckme?

Refa:That’sright..

Heunlockedthedoorandwalkedinstill



carryingherthenhebenthisfootandclosed

thedoorbeforethrowingheronthebedand

crawlingoverherdroppinghisshoesonthe

carpet,hekissedheragainthistimepullingout

herpantiesandflickinghergently.

Shelookedintohiseyesashelookedintohers

unzippinghisjeansthenhepulledthedrawer

andgrabbedthecondom,Chelseareachedfor

herpantiesandsighedreluctantly..

Chelsea:(softly)I'm sorry,ican't...

Refagrabbedherarmslayingoverherand

kissedherthenhewhisperedinherear...

Refa:(softly)I'llhelpyoufixthecarifyouletme

getitallnight



Chelsea:Allnight?

Refa:Yes,idoyoueverythingiwantthenifix

thecar.

Chelsea:Doyoupromise?

Refa:Yes

Chelsea:Okbutyoucan'ttellpeopleoryour

friendsaboutthis.Please,youcan'ttellanyone.

Refa:Doihaveyourbodyforthenext8hours?

Chelsea:(reluctantly)Yes...

Heleanedoverandkissedherthenhe...

*

*

*

*

*



*

.

.

.

.
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Attheguesthouse...

ThenextmorningRefaslowlygotupandsatby

theedgeofthebedrubbinghisheadand

yawning,Chelseawasstilllyingdeadasleep

nexttohim.

Hestoodupandstretchedhisbackasit

popped,hereallyoverworkeditforthepast8



hoursandhecouldfeeleverystrain...

Hewalkedtothebathroom andbentover

washinghisfacethenhelookedathimselfon

themirror,allthatwasreflectedwasadifferent

guyoneheneverwantedtobecomebecause

hisfathertalkedaboutitcountlesstimes.A

cloudofguiltbroughtdownhiswholemoodas

hebrushedhisteethandspatinthesink..

Minuteslaterhewalkedbackintheroom and

putonhisclothesthenhegrabbedhisphone

andkeyslookingatChelsea,henowknew

womenareallthesameandyeahitwas

awkwardtobeoneofthebeneficiariesbut

someonescrewedawomanhelovestooso

whatthehell.

HeplacedP200noteonthetableandwalked



outdialinghisbrother...

AtRona'sHouse....

MeanwhileRefa'sbigbrothergruntedontopof

hisgirlfriendasshesoftlymoanedkissinghis

neck..

Rona:(muttered)Fuccccck....

Hedrilledfasterashisphonerangwhichhe

ignoreduntilhefilledherupandkissedherthen

hereachedforitandansweredcatchinghis

breathonthewaytothebathroom...

Rona:Yeah

Refa:Ifound6missedcallsfrom dad,ishe



angry?

Rona:Youdisappearedwithhiscar,whatdid

youexpect?Youknowhehatesdrivinglittle

cars.Ithoughtyouhadaninterviewthis

morning

Refa:(gasped)SHIT!SHIT!(lookedatthetime)

Ialmostforgot...

Rona:Wheredidyougo?

Refa:Ibumpedintothisgirlandonethinglead

toanother,ibookedtheguestroom withmy

verylastsavingsand...Anywaywhatdiddad

say?

Rona:Didyouuseprotection?

Refa:Ofcourseiusedprotection,I'm notstupid

Rona:Theoldmanisfuming,hesayshewill

neverborrowyouhiscarbecauseyou

disappearwithit.

Refa:Ithasalittlescratchonthebumperbut



I'm reallybroke

Rona:Youhadanaccident?

Refa:It'sjustascratchonthebumper

Rona:Can'twesprayit?

Refa:Idon'thavecash,ipaidthegirliwaswith

lastnight.

Rona:Youboughtaprostitute?

Refa:No,itwasjustarandom girlandyou're

missingthepoint,ineedyourhelpbeforetaking

thishomeorelsedadwillcutmyballs.

Rona:Wherethefuckareyou?Mrlennagakena

madi,ihavetotakemastsenwatothesaloon

andiwon'theartheendofitifidon't,sheis

attendingsomebabyshower.

Refa:mrkestrandedkanaandI'm goingto

needyourclothessoicangoforaninterview

beforefixingthecar.Doyouhaveasuit?Ican't

gohomemdalaokampolaa



Rona:Ihaveit,taee.Wareokae?

Refa:(smiled)Atthegate

Rona:(laughed)Nxla

Hehungupandwashedhisfaceanddickthen

hewalkedout...

Attheguesthouse

LaterthatmorningChelseaslowlyliftedher

achingheadandsatbytheedgeofthebed,her

wholevaginaandassholehurtsomuchshesat

withherrightbuttwhichequally,shelaiddown

forawhileandreachedforherphone.

Shehad42missedcallsfrom herbigsisterand

herrealitysurfacedyetagain,sheturnedfacing



thebathroom...

Chelsea:Refa?Refa?

TheP200caughtherattentionthenshequickly

wrappedherselfwithatowelandcheckedthe

bathroom,itwasempty.

Sheopenedthedoorandpeakedoutside,his

FordRangerwasn'toutsidethensheclosedthe

doorandcoveredhermouthwithherback

againstthedoorastearsfilledhereyes.

Itwasn'treallyrealisingshehadjustprostituted

herselfforthefirsttimebuttherealityofher

debtsandknowingsheonlyhadP200toher

name...



Attheautoshop...

MeanwhiletheBandabrothersstoodbyaside

asthemechanicsmoothenedthefrontbumper,

Ronalitacigaretteandblewoffsomesmoke

ashislittlebrotherpressedhisphone...

Refa:Ican'tbelieveOarabileexpectsmetobea

sidenigga...Imeanyeahicouldbeasidenigga

ifsheactuallydatedarealmannotsomestupid

moronwhocan'tevenseewhenhischildis

starving.Hecan'teventakecareofhisbaby

mama

Ronaturnedaroundandlookedathim holding

insmokewhichchokedhim ashecoughed

severaltimesbeforeturningbacktohislittle

brother...



Rona:Youjustgotanemploymentcontract

minutesagoandyou'restressingaboutsome

random girl?motsetsilegone...Doyouwantto

sleepwithher?

Refa:Ineversaidthat

Rona:(tookadeepbreath)Ok....Iknowsheis

beautiful...Honestlymostofthesegirlsfrom

poorfamiliesareverybeautiful,thereisno

denyingbutsheisbelowstandard,forgetshe

probablysleptwithseveralguysformoney

whichiguaranteeyoushedid.Thisgirlisa

burdenandifitwasformeguyswouldn'tdate

babymamas,thisgirlisgoingtohurtyou.She

isgoingtouseyouandcontinuetofuckher

babydaddybecausethat'salltheywant-

babydaddies!Itdoesn'tmatterifyousupport

herbabymorethanthedadhewillalwayscome

first.That'sababymama,they'reemotional

damagedandobsessedwiththeperfectfamily



illusion,thereisnohope,goforagirlwithouta

child.Icanneverdateawomanwithachild

becauseiknowshewillhurtmeontheway.

Refa:NnammekebataOarabile.Tsedingweke

tadibonakopele

Rona:Shewantsyoutobeasidenigga,isit

worthit?

Refa:Sheprobablysaidthatbecauseshehasn't

hadtimetothinkbesidesshecan'tjust

abandonherlifeasesuregoreI'lldeliver,ketaa

motsayamomfanengwateng,clearlyo

palelwakemosadilengwana.

Rona:(laughed)really?Soyou'reoptingfora

competition?

Refa:I'm notcompeting,I'm justgoingtoshow

Rabiwhatsheislosing.Thereisnothingwrong

withshowingawomanyoulovehersoshecan

decidewhoherboyfriendis.Sheisnothiswife

sohecan'tevenfacemearekemotseela



ngwanyanaakanyela.

Rona:Seriouslythisgirlisbringingoutathugin

you,doyouhaveanyideahowstreetyousound

rightnow?Whoareyouandwhatdidyoudo

withmybrother?(laughedindisbelief)You

reallylovethischickdon'tyou?

Ronalaugheddroppedacigarettebuttonthe

groundthenhestompedonitandsmiled

lookingatRefa...

Rona:Alrightfuckit,ifyouloveherfightforher

butdoitinahealthyway,don'tgoallouthoping

towinher.Sitherdownandtalktoher,lether

knowwhereyouseeyoutwoorthreewithher

baby,letherknowwheretherelationshipis

going.MakeheranoffergoreI'm offeringyou

mylove,faithfulness,financialsupport,

etc...thenletherdecide,whateverherchoiceis



respectit.Deal?

Refasmiledthoughtfullyandfistbumpedwith

hisbrother...

Refa:Deal...

Themechaniccalledthem overandtheysighed

walkingover,theyinspectedthecarandpaid

beforeleaving....

AtChelsea'sHouse...

LaterthatmorningChelseaknockedonthe

doorandfoldedherarmswaiting,hersister

openedthedoorandglaredather..



Her:Whereismycar?

Chelsea:Thereissomethingihavetotellyou..

Her:(angrily)Someonesentmeapictureofmy

carparkedatthepolicestationallascrap,what

didyoudotomycar?

Hersister'soldestdaughtersadlylookedat

Chelsea'sshakyhandsashersisterscreamed

atherstandingatthedoor...

Chelsea:(tearfully)Canwesitdownandtalk?

I'm sorry....

Her:Iwantmycarbeforetheendoftoday,i

saved4yearstobuythatcar,ionlyuseditfora

fewmonthsandyouwreckit?Iwantmy

car..Aftereverythingididforyouthisishowyou

thankme?

Daughter:MamaChelseaissorry,herhandsare



shakingreallybad

Her:(angrily)Getbackinthehousewena!Now...

AtearrandownChelsea'seyesassherubbedit

andhandedherP200..

Chelsea:(crying)Tumiireallytriedtofindthe

money,idon'tknowwhereI'm goingtogetit.

Thisisallthatihave.I'm sorry...

Tumi'seyesfilledwithtearsandsheangrily

smackedherontheface,Chelseastaggered

andfellonherbackasTumisatonhertummy

andslappedherseveraltimes...

Tumi:Howcanyoudestroymycar?Youknow

I'm asingleparentandiworkhardfor

everythingwehavethenyoudothis?



SheletgoofherandsteppedbackasChelsea

massagedherbandagedarm...

Tumi:(rubbedhertears)Idon'tknowwhere

you'regoingtogetthemoneybutiwantmycar

fixed,I'm notgoingtopayforyourtutorsandi

don'twantyouinmyhouse.Iwantmycar,last

timeyouendedupburningthehousebecause

youdecidedtofallasleepwhilecooking.I'm

donewithyou...Goandbringmycar...

Chelseaslowlygotupandwalkedawaycalling

heraunt...

Aunt:(lowvoice)Hello?

Chelsea:Auntie?(crying)Areyouhome?

Aunt:I'm atthefarm,what'sgoingon?



Chelsea:Tumichasedmeaway

Aunt:Tumienebathokooreonnasukasukana

lemonnawehela,whathappenedthistime?

Chelsea:It'salongstorygobatarelemmogo,

whenareyoucoming?

Aunt:Nextweek,can'tyougostaywithMaAki

foraweek?I'llcomesolveyourarguments

whenIcome.

Chelsea:AuntiemmawaremmaagweAki?I

don'twanttostaythere,mmaagweAkiobogale.

Aunt:Justaweek,whatchoicedoyouhave?I

lockedthehouse

Chelsea:I'llgothere

Aunt:It'sjustaweek.

Chelsea:Ok,bye

Shehungupandrubbedhereyesdry....



AtRefa'sHouse...

LateronRefadrovethroughthegateand

steppedoutashisfathergotinhiswife'scar,

hepausedlookingatRefaandshookhishead...

Refa:Iknow....I'm sorry...I'm reallysorry...Ifit

makesanydifferenceistayedatafriend's

housetostudyformyjobinterviewanditpaid

off.Igothired...Havealook...

Theoldmanputonhisglassesandreadthe

employmentpapersthenhesteppedoutand

huggedhim..

Him:Congratulationsson...I'm reallyproudof

you...



Refa:Thankyou...

Him:(shoutedforhiswife)Sweetheart?

Sweetheart?

RotlheandKaofelastoodatthedoorlookingat

Refaashepulledaninnocentfacewhiletheir

parentsreadhisemploymentcontract.They

shooktheirheadsandhegavethem amiddle

fingerbeforeturningtohismotherforahug...

Her:I'm reallyproudofyou,congratulations...

Refa:Thankyou..

Her:LaabonaakereRotlheleKaofela?Gaa

pasiwa

Refa:Exactly...SeeI'llbemovingoutinacouple

ofdays,I'llhavemyownhouseandeverything.

Learnfrom me..

Rotlhe:Sowheredidyouspendanight?Atthe



office?

Refa:Really?Wow...

Father:Canihavemykeysplease?

Hehandedthem overthenhisparentsheaded

tothecarashefollowedthem withaninnocent

face..

Refa:Mom caniborrowyourcar?Ineedto

drivearoundandbuyformalwear,iwon'tbe

long.

Mother:(handedthem over)Alright,pleasebuy

matchingclothes.

Refa:Iwill...Bye

Hewatchedthem driveoffandturnedbackto

hisbrothersmakinghiswayinthehouse...



Rotlhe:You'resuchasnake

Refa:Thatmakesyoualittlesnakebecausewe

arebloodbrothers...

Kaofela:Canicomewithyoufortheride?

Refa:Ifyoumakemebreakfast

Kaofela:Cool...

Theyoungestbrotherhurriedtothekitchenas

Refaheadedtothekitchen...

AtOarabile'sHouse

OnthesamemorningOarabilemadefire

carryingthebabyonherbackasheraunt

approachedandhandedherP200..



MmaAkwana:ImanagedtofindP200for

cookinggas,callthem

Oarabile:Myphoneisdead,Akwanagoeswith

herphonetoschoolsoshecanchargeitthere.

MmaAkwana:Heiwenathewapalelwa,ke

ntshemadiagasabokeballetse?

Therewasaknockfrom adistanceandthey

bothturned..

MmaAkwana:UhuMmadicurl?Mothoogodile

batho,sometimesiforgetyouexist!

Oarabilesmiledassheandhercousinmet

halfwayandhugged..

Oarabile:(laughed)Madicurl,tsenawenagirl!



Madicurl:(laughed)Can'tthisnamediealready?

It'sreallyembarrassing..Rabimmaaewenaraa

lekana,haompitsamadicurlraalwa

Oarabile:(laughedandtouchedherhair)Andit's

stillcurly,ifyouwerebrilliantyou'dspeak

Englishthroughthenose

Madicurl:(laughedandsmackedher)Rabi

fotshek...Letmeseeyourgirl,thelasttimei

sawhershewassotiny.Nowshehasteeth...

HeyKewame

Rabi:HernameisNatashanow

Madicurl:Whydidyouchangeit?(laughed)it

wasanuglynameforababythough.Natashais

sweet

Rabi:(laughed)Ithadameaning...Mxm..

MadicurlgotthebabywhileRabimadethefire

andevencalledthegascompanywith



Madicurl'sphone.

Madicurl:Nnammakenalestress,Tumi

chasedmeoutandidon'thaveanywheretogo,

auntiesaidishouldcomeherebutI'm afraidto

talktoMmagweAki.

Oarabile:Talktoher,thisoneloveseveryone

exceptme.Shewon'tmindbutwedon'thave

extrahouses.Remixmasalaonthefloor

Madicurl:(laughed)You'retalkingasifilive

better

Oarabile:Aewenammayou'reluckyyouhavea

sibling,I'm livingatragiclifestyle.

Madicurl:ButTumiisn'treallythatgood,i

appreciateherraisingmeafterthetragedythat

hitourfamilybut...

Oarabile:Thattragedychangedmylifebutke

eng,I'm goingtomakeit.



Madicurl:Atleastyou'rebright,nnammathis

repeatinggradesandfailingismakingmelose

hopeinlifehelaingeneral.Itseven

embarrassingbecausewhenpeopleseeme

theythinkI'm from arichfamily.

Oarabile:Waiiican'tgoanywherebecausei

don'thaveasittersoI'llschoolwhenNatashais

6yearsatsenaskolo.

Madicurl:Hao,whycan'tauntietakeNatasha?

Oarabile:Iyoo.

Madicurl:Buticanhelpyou,Tumisaysshe

won'tpayformytutors.They'reinthe

afternoonska5becausetheyincludeday

studentssoiusedtobabysitTumi'skidsduring

thedaythenshepaidmytutorswhichi

attendedintheafternoon.

Oarabile:Nemmaoserious?Kanaifyou're

seriousicangototheschoolheadandenrol

sincetheyearisjustbeginning



Madicurl:I'm seriousbut(smiledpointingat

her)youcan'tcomehomelateandidon'tdo

laundryorcooking,I'm ababysitter...

Rabijumpedandhuggedherastheylaughed..

Madicurl:Butwestillhaven'ttalkedtoauntie

Oarabile:Eish

Madicurl:Butthat'sfine,evenifidon'tstayhere

youcandropNatashaonyourwaytoschool

andgetherafterschoolkogoauntieDoris.If

gopalakwanoI'llgotherethoughitsnotsafe

becauseI'llbealonesinceshestaysatthefarm

butiguessI'llneedNatasha'scompany.

Oarabile:Thankyousomuch...

Madicurl:Akwanaokaebatho?(laughed)Imiss

thatfatgirl

Oarabile:(laughed)Sheisatschool...



Theirauntwalkedoutwithherhandbag...

Madicurl:AuntieweeAuntieDorissaidishould

stayhereforaweekortwobecauseTumiandi

hadanargument,shesaidshewillcometalkto

us.

MmagweAkwana:No,problem.Aslongas

yourboyfriendbringsmeat

Madicurl:Idon'thaveaboyfriendyet

MmagweAkwana:You'reverybeautiful,start

lookingforoneortwo,youhavetocontribute

seshabo.

Madicurl:Idopeople'snails,it'snotmuchbuti

canaffordtobuymeatandspices.

MmagweAkwana:Eethat'swhyyoumusthave

aboyfriendbecausetheytakecareofsuch

things.I'm goingtothemall



Shewalkedawayandtheylookedatone

anotherbeforemakingfacesbehindherback

andlaughed.

***

Alittlelateronthegirlslaiddownablanketand

satunderthetreeasOarabilewashedher

baby'sthingswhileMadicurlplayedwiththe

baby.Anunfamiliarcardrovethroughthegate

andtheybothturnedasitparkednexttothem,

Refasteppedoutandhisheartskippedashe

laideyesonOarabile'scousin.

Madicurl'smouthdroppedthenshequickly

lookeddownshamefullyandplayedwiththe

babyasOarabilewipedherhandsandstoodup.



Refasteppedoverandhuggedherthenhe

surprisedherwithakissonthecheekonethat

slowlyturnedintoaFrenchkiss.

Refa:(softly)Hey...

Oarabile:(confused)Hi...

Refa:(pulledherchinover)Comehere...

Hekissedheragainandheldbothofherhands

lookingdowninhereyes...

Refa:I'm notgivinguponyou...Notnow...Do

youhearme?Iwastooslowthelasttimebut

nowI'm notwastingtimebeatingaroundthe

bush.IloveyouandIloveNatasha...Ifyougive

meachanceI'llbefaithfultoyou,I'llrespect

you,I'lltakecareofyou,I'llhelpyoufindaway



tofixyourproblemsbecauseyourproblemswill

beminenow.Ican'tpromiseyouheavenon

earthandI'm notreallyrich,myparentshave

thingsbutihavenothingexceptijustgothired

today.Ifyoulovemetakemyhandandlet's

startfrom theverybeginningtogetherbutyou

havetoleavethisboyfriendofyours,iwantall

ofyouornothing

Oarabile:Whatboyfriend?

Refa:Yourauntsaidyouwereatyourbaby

daddy'shouse-

Oarabile:Iwenttowashthedogs!iwashthe

dogs.OhGodsoshesaidthatiwenttoaman's

house?Youcancalltheladyiworkfor,i

thoughtweweretalkingaboutthesamething

Refa:Wait...Soyoudon'thaveaboyfriend?

Oarabile:(tearfully)Idon'thaveaboyfriendRefa!

Refa:Wow...DidyouevengettheP500igave

her?



Oarabile:WhatP500?Ididn-

HeleanedoverandFrenchkissedher.....

*

*

*

*

.

.

.

.

.
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AtOarabile'sHouse...



Madicurllockedherfaceonhercousin’sbaby

asRefakissedOarabilewhoslowlypulledaway

from hiskissandshylylookedathercousin...

Oarabile:CousiethisisRefa,Refathisismadic-

(clearedherthroatandlaughed)Hernameis

Chelsea

Chelseastoodupcarryingthebabyandshook

hishandbarelyabletokeepaneyecontact..

Chelsea:Nicetomeetyou

Refa:Nicetomeetyoutoo...Canyoutellyour

cousiniloveher?(Chelsealookedathim)Turn

aroundandtellheriloveher...



Chelseaturnedaroundandputonasmile

facingheralreadyblushingcousin...

Chelsea:RefalovesyouandI'm happyyouhave

someoneyoucancountonforsupport.We

havebeenthroughsomuchandithinkheis

partofyourblessings.

Oarabile:(smiled)Thanks..Doyoumind

babysittingherforanhour?

Chelsea:Itwillkeepmymindoffeverything,go

havefun.

Oarabile:Thanks..Letmegochange...

OarabilehurriedtothehouseasRefaleaned

againstthecarandputhishandsinthepockets

lookingatheruntilshewalkedinthehouse

thenheturnedtoChelsea.



Refa:Ihopeyou'renotthinkingabouttellingher

whathappenedlastnightbecauseiwouldn't

wanttohurtyou.

Chelsea:Iwon'ttellher...(reluctantly)

Everythingyoudidtomelastnightwasfor

P200?

Refa:That'sallicanafford.TisaNatasha

kwano

Chelseatearfullylookedupathim and

swallowedapainfullump,atearrandownher

cheekandsherubbeditlookingaway.

Chelsea:You'renotbeingfair,ihavebruises,i

haveateardowntheremybehindhurts.…you

overusedme,youtreatedmelikeaprostitute

withoutfeelingsandiletyoubecauseithought

you'dhelpme.Can'tyouatleastgivemejust

enoughtofixthecar?Kana3Koranyamount



willbehighlyappreciated...Mysisterchasedme

outandshesaidshewon'tpayformytutors.I

washopingtowritemyfinalexam thisyear..

Refa:Iwouldpayyouifyouwereanybodybut

you'reRabi'scousin.Howam igoingtoexplain

givingyoumoney?(glancedatthedoor)Last

nightneverhappened,doyouunderstandme?

Chelsea:Ok...

Refa:Kerileomphengwana

Chelsea:Herdiaperfeelsabitheavymmekee

chenjepele..

Chelseakneltonthemattresschangingthe

diaperandfixingthebabythenshestoodup

andhandedhim thebaby.

Sherubbedhereyessteppingbackhopingfora

positiveresponsebutheplayedwiththebaby



thenshebentoverpickingthedirtydiaperas

RabiwalkedoverandliftedNatasha..

Oarabile:Heybabes,I'm comingok?Don't

troubleauntieOk?

Natashasmiledmovingawayfrom Oarabile's

arms...

Oarabile:Ihopeshewon'tbecryingforus

Chelsea:(smiledandtriedtogether)Come

hereTasha...Mommyanddaddyarecoming

backwithsweetsforus,comehere

NatashaburiedherfaceonRefa'schestandthe

cousinlaughed...



Chelsea:(smiled)Waiiourfriendshipisover

nowthatherdaddyishere...Bohedilebotsala...

Oarabile:(laughed)Natashaoratadilo..Gana

lebakaleRefaibilesetseachenjelabatho

Refa:(laughed)Stopmockingmydaughteryou

fatherlessgirls,whyareyousojealous?

TheyalllaughedasRefagotinthecarwiththe

babythenOarabileturnedtohercousinwitha

bigmonkeysmile.

Oarabile:Idon'tknowhowlongI'llbeoutbut

hereistheP200wagas.I'llbeback...(she

draggedthelaundryaside)I'llfinishthiswhenI

getback..

Chelsea:Justleaveitthere,I'llfinishitoff.I'm

boredanyways..

Oarabile:Thankscousie



Chelsea:Sure

OarabilegotinthecarasChelsealookedat

them,Refahandedherthebabyandleaned

overkissingher,thehandthatsqueezedthe

fleshofherbreastanightbeforetouchedher

cousin’scheekandthelipsshe'denjoyedthe

wholenight,theuniquebreathandthevoiceof

amanshe'dthoughtperhaps..Maybe...whatif...

Thiswasamanshe'dwhisperedandmoaned

thenightbefore,hishandhadbeenbetweenher

legsmakinghergruntinpleasure...Howcould

anywomanforgetsuchaman..

Heturnedbacktothesteeringwheeland

startedthecarglancingatherwithoutasingle

traceofexpressionandshelookeddown

steppingbackashedroveoffwithher.



Shetookadeepbreathandpulledthebaththen

shesatdownandstartedwashingthebaby's

clothes....

Atthebachelorpad...

AnhourlaterRefaandOarabileapproachedthe

houseasthelandlordwaitedbythedoor,Refa

walkedinasOarabilefollowedhim inside...

Refa:Theonlythingiloveaboutthishouseis

thatI'llbethelandlord

Landlord:(laughed)Aorra,you'retalkingasif

it'sbadtostaywithalandlord.

Refa:Youpeoplelikegettinginvolvedinyour

tenantsbusinesses

Landford:(laughed)Notme..anywayI'llleave

youtwotocheckitout,I'llbeinthecar.



ShewalkedoutthenRefaheadedtothe

bedroom andthenthekitchen..

Refa:Whatdoyouthink?

Oarabile:I'm thelastpersonyoushouldbe

asking,anythingbetterthana1room islikea

mansion.

Refa:You'llbecookingformeandNatashain

thatkitchensoyoubettercheckitout..

Shesmiledandtouchedthekitchencounters

thenshesmiledagainlookingathim...

Oarabile:It'sbeautiful...Butidon'tthinkmy

auntwillevenallowmetomoveinwithyou.

Refa:Youneedherpermission?After



everythingshedid?Thatwaslowevenforher.

Oarabile:Sheislikeamothertome,ihaveto

getherpermission.Ifshedoesn'tpermittheni

can'tbutI'llkeepvisitingyouwithNatasha.

Refa:Babeigetyou,weareobviouslynewin

thisrelationshipbutwrhaveknowneachother

from childhood.Iknowyourauntwon'tagree

butiwantyoutothinkaboutwhatyouwilldoif

shesaysnoandbareinmindthatNatasha

needsnurseryandyouhavetogotoschool.

Oarabile:Youwillstillhelpmeevenifidon't

moveinwithyouright?

Refa:(sigheddisappointedly)Yeah...Imean...It

wouldbeniceifwemovedintogetherandjust

bondedatoncebutifyou'recomfortablewith

thedistancerelationshipIcan'tforceyou.

MaybeI'm goingtoofast..Sorry...

HeturnedandwalkedoutstillcarryingNatasha



thenshesighedlookingatthebeautiful

sparklingkitchen...

AtTulo'sHouse....

MeanwhileMasegoloadedherbagsinthecar

andputthebabyasthetruckreversedwiththe

households.Thedriverhonkedandstuckhis

headout...

Driver:You'llcatchusontheway

Masego:(smiled)Eerra,I'm sureyouknowthe

waynowright?

Driver:Yes,ialmostgotlostwiththesecond

loadbutnowI'm good.

Masego:Bye



TheydroveoffthenMasegofollowedthem with

herBMW...

Nina:Mommywhyareweleaving?

Masego:BecauseI'm nothappyhere,and

daddyisdifferent.Heisalwaysangryandhe

fightsalot.Idon'twantyoutothinkitsokfora

boytohityouifhelovesyou.Daddydoesn't

lovemeanymoreandimustgo.

Nina:Ok..I'm angryhehurtmyarm

Masego:You'llbefine...Wewillbefine.

Shesteppedontheaccelerator...

Atthelodge...

MeanwhileTuloandBoagolaidonthebed



watchingamoviethenhisphonereceiveda

message.

Wifey:Hibabe,ihopeyou'redoingfine.Myleft

eyestillhurtsandmyheartisachingbecause

I'm dealingwiththelossofmymarriage.My

husbandisdifferentnowandidon'twanttosit

herehopinghewillchangeuntilihaveaheart

attack.Formychildren'ssakeihavemovedout,

I'm goingtolookforajobandpickthepiecesof

mylife.IhopeBoagomakesyouhappy,please

letherknowihavenothingagainstherexcept

envybecauseiwishihadyourheartbutitshers

now.Iwishyouluck.Lovealways,Masego.

Hisheartskippedandhisbreathingrate

increasedasBoagoliftedherheadlookingat

him...



Boago:AreyouOK?

Tulo:Yeah,I'm fine...ItsjustMascom

Heputthephonedownandsighed...

AtOarabile'shouse...

LaterthatafternoonAkwana'sfacelitupasshe

walkedinthegatelookingatChelseataking

downthebaby'sclothesfrom theline,theyboth

laughedexcitedlyandhugged...

Chelsea:Youlooksogoodinuniform

Akwana:Thanks...(touchedherhair)Madicurl

themmaotshwerehair...Pleasegivemehalf

Chelsea:(laughed)takeit,it'sannoying

Akwana:Mscurls!Whatareyoudoinghere?



Chelsea:Ebatarentsehaatshe,itsalongstory..

Akwana:Ihavetimeandilovedata...Let'sgo

Chelsea:(laughed)Ija

Theychattedheadingtothehousewherethey

satonthemattress,Chelseafoldedthebaby's

clotheswhileAkwanatookoffheruniform...

Akwana:(shocked)Hee...Sotheguyjustgave

youP200?

Chelsea:Whathurtsmeisthathedidn'thave

ordinarysexwithmeno...Idon'tevenknow

howmanyroundshetookonme,heturnedme

aroundandmademedounbelievablethings.

Akwana:Didheusecondoms?

Chelsea:Yeswaitseihaveneverbeenusedlike

thatinmylife,whenigotupinthemorningke

hakelemetsihelaanditwassopainful,I'm still



inpainandI'm afraidtogotothetoiletbecause

itwaspainfulinthemorning.Keipotsagore

mosimaneyoneankutwaeng.

Akwana:Sheh...What'shisnamenewena?

Chelsea:Hedidn'ttellmehisname.

Akwana:Eishmma,sorry...justlethim be.I'm

surewecanfindaway..WecangototheBenz

ladyandapologisethenTumieneshewill

forgiveyoubecausesheknowsgagonakooka

tsayangmaditeng....Whatareyougoingtodo?

Chelsea:I'llletGoddecide...Idon'tknowtota

butiwantauntieDoristocometoMaunsoi

canstaytheresincehagosenaroom.I'llbe

babysittingNatasha

Akwana:Heenaeneokae?

Chelsea:TheyleftwithRefa

Akwana:(gaspedsmiling)What?Moguyobuile?

Chos!IknewGodwillworkhismagic...Ilove



thatguy,Rabibetternotblowthis.

Chelsea:(sadly)Heseemstoreallyloveher

Akwana:Hedoes,wow...I'm sohappy...

Chelsea:Thefoodisoverthereicooked

Akwana:Thanks...AboutTumi..

Shegrabbedaplateandsatdownasthey

chatted...

Atmall...

MeanwhileRefaandOarabileslowlywalked

aroundthemallwindowshoppingasNatasha

chewedateether,Refasmiledandheld

Oarabile'shandthenhekisseditassheblushed

lickinganicecream...



Refa:Thanksforhelpingmechooseahouse...

Oarabile:You'rewelcome..Itwasfunleaving

homeforawhile...

Refa:Canwegooutfordinnertonight?Wecan

makeit6pm sothatNatashadoesn'tfallasleep

there..

Oarabile:Soundsgood,I'dloveto.

TheyturnedintoashopandbumpedonRefa's

uncleandhiswife.Oarabile'sheartskippedand

shelookeddown.RraAkofanglookedat

NatashaandbackatOarabileasRefashookhis

aunt'shand...

Don'tforgettolike,thenextinsertfollowsat

11pm tonight.

*

*



*

*

*

.
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Atthemall

MmaAkofang:(smiledtouchingNatasha's

cheek)Andwhoisthis?

Refa:HernameisNatasha,Rabithisismyaunt.

It'sherdaughter..



MmaAkofang:Hellomygirl

Rabi:Dumelang

RraAkofang:(fakedasmile)Hello

Rabi:Dumelang

MmaAkofang:You'resosecretiveRefabut

todayicaughtyou.WhydoesNatashahavea

bitofyou?

Refa:(laughed)Amme?Thatwouldbegreat

MmaAkofang:Theseears,it'stheBanda

branding

Oarabile:(laughed)Herfatherdiedinacar

accidentwheniwaspregnant,itwasreallyhard

togetoverbutI'm gladshedidn'texperience

thelossiexperienced

RraAkofangsmiledrelievedandfinallysmiled

relaxed...



MmaAkofang:SoRefaisthismydaughterin

lawandgrandchild?

Refa:(laughed)Auntieuhlonaleratagobotsa

MmaAkofang:Justtellme,ialreadycaughtyou

(toherhusband)youkanagasegone?

RraAkofang:(laughed)Justadmitit

Refa:(sighed)Yes

MmaAkofangsmiledandgreetedOarabile

onceagainasRefaglaredinhisuncle'seyes

withsuchascaryintensitysomuchtheuncle

stoppedsmilingandsteppedback.Apartofhis

nephewheneverknewexisted,bringingmore

relieftoknowhewasn'tthefather.

RraAkofang:(flatvoice)MmaKshouldn'twe

go?Iwanttodoafewthings



Oarabilecaughtthevibebetweenthem actually

itwasthechillinglookonRefa'sface,onehe

quicklydissolvedwithasmilewhenheturned

tohisauntandshookherhandonelasttime.

MmaAkofang:Tsamayangsentebongwanaka

Both:Eemma

RraAkofang:Bye

RefaturnedaroundandledthewayasOarabile

followedhim stillstuckonthelookhejustgave

hisuncle.

AtOarabile'sHouse..

LateronTuloparkedatthegatethenBoago



leanedoverandkissedhisstraightfacewhich

madeherfrown..

Boago:Areyouok?

Tulo:(rememberedtosmile)Yeah,I'm good.

Seeyoulater...Bythewaymywifemovedout.

Boago:Wowsoicanmoveinwithyou?

Tulo:Wemarriedincommunityofpropertyso-

Boago:Nojusttostayuntilthedivorceisfinal,i

wantabiggerhouse.

Tulo:OK

Shejumpedandkissedhisstraightfacethen

shegotoutandclosedthedoor.

Boago:I'm goingtogetthesignature,andask

hertocomewithmefortheaffidavit



Tulo:Loveyou,seeyoulater.

Boago:Bye

Hereversedanddroveoff.

***

Boagowalkedinthehouseandfrownedat

Chelseaassheputherhandbagonthebed...

Boago:Mmeokae?

Akwana:Shewenttotheneighborsthisside..

Chelsea:HiBoago

Boago:Whatareyoudoinghere?Wedon'thave

food

Akwana:Aomma



Boago:AeAkwanaleratagophuthaphutha

mmelesarekedijo.Youcan'tbecallingthe

wholeofMaunknowingyoudon'tbuyfood.Ke

baengbaengnakotse,wealreadyhaveburden,

theburdenthatgavebirthtoalittleburdenand

thehouseisfullofpoopnowwehavepeople

whothinktheyarehigh.

Akwana:I'm notgoingtowastemytimeonyou.

Chelseadon'ttalktoher

Chelsea:I'm justhereforaweekandI'llbe

buyingfood,idonails

Boago:(laughed)Honestlyifinditfunnywhena

coloredislivinglikeadog,areyousureyou're

notarapeproduct?I'm justtryingtofigureout

whyyou'retheonlystarvingcoloredpersoni

know.Nevermindstupidity,eoyoneweknow

allcoloredgirlsaredumpbutreallyhaveyou

thoughtaboutsearchingforyourfather?



Chelseaswallowedlookingatherandpicked

herphonewalkingoutasAkwanaranbehind

her.

Akwaa:Chelseastop,youknowBoagoke

mothoyookgerisangbatho,don'tlethergetto

you..

Chelseaturnedaroundandlookedather

tearfully...

Chelsea:Ican'tdealwithBoago,ihavesomuch

todealwith.I'llgosleepatmyaunt'sneighbors

orsomething.

Akwana:Whereexactly?It'salreadylate,you

can'tgo.Let'sjustgobackin,Boagodoesn't

stayhome.Shewillleaveinafewminutes.She

doesthistoallofusbecauseshebringsfood



homeandshethinkssheownsthisyard.She

treatsRabithesameway,shecanevenpinch

thebabyforcrying.Sheisjustlikethat,don't

mindher..

Carlightsbrightenedeverythingandthey

grinnedputtingtheirhandsovertheirfacesasa

carparkednexttothem.Tumisteppedoutof

thecarandhitChelseawithherbag,itfellon

thegroundandshethrewmorebagsas

Chelseatearfullyapproachedher.

Chelsea:Tumidoyouthinkiintentionally

wreckedyourcar?(tearfully)Whywouldido

thatafterallthegoodthingsyoudoforme?

Tumi:Chelseaidon'tknow,maybeyou're

pretendingyouwanttoholdmeback.Whereis

mymoney?



ShethrewthelastbagandslappedChelsea

acrossthefaceasAkwanaquicklygotbetween

them..

Akwana:Tumimma...OraagoreMadicurl

okagosenyetsakoloikabomo?Sheisstill

swollenfrom gettinghitbytheairbagandher

arm hasbeenbandaged,don'tyouthinkyou're

makingherinjuriesmoreserious?

Tumi:(tearfullyangry)Akwanastayoutofthis,

itsnoneofyourbusinesssticktoprostitution.

(pointedatChelsea)Wena!Igotthescrapand

themechanicsaystotalis8K,iwantmymoney.

Sellyourphoneandorsomethingidon'tcare,i

wantmycar.Becauseofthisiwon'tbeableto

sellfoodkanaitwillcostmetransport.Mykids

needmoney,it'sJanuarytheyneeduniform.I'm

brokeandyoudothis?



Chelseaslowlysatonthegroundcryingout

loudasAkwanasquattednexttoherrubbing

hershoulders.

Akwana:Cousieyou'llbefine...

Boagowalkedpastthem andheadedtothe

neighbourswithapenandafewpapers.

MeanwhileChelsea'ssistergotinthecarand

droveoff...

Chelsea:(crying)Kantekereng?Shouldikill

myselforwhatbecauseidon'thavemoney?

Akwana:Tumiisjustangry,shewillbefine.

Chelsea'sphonerangandshetookadeep

breathrubbinghereyesasAkwanahelpedher

rubhereyes.



Chelsea:Hello?

Voice:Hi,it'stheladyyoucrushedonyesterday

waBenz.

Chelsea:(burstintotears)....

Chelseaputherhandsoverherfacecryingthen

Akwanatookthephoneandstoodup.

Akwana:Hello?Eemma,itshercousin.Please

calllater,sheisstillcryingwedon'tknowwhere

wewillgetthemoneytofixyourcar.

Voice:Ok,pleaseaskhertocallmewhensheis

readysowecantalk.Wehavetohavean

understanding,shecan'tjustcryeverytimeshe

hearsmyvoicenotknowingwhatiwant.Isaw

howmuchshewascryingatthepolicestation

andsheisbarely18.Accidentshaveawayof



puttingpeopleinshockbutihavehadtimeto

calm down,italkedtomyhusbandtooandi

can'tforgethowshe,criedthere.Tellhertocall

me.

Akwana:Eemma,illletherknow.

ShehungupandsquattedrubbingChelsea's

tears...

Akwana:CousiemmannaakeitsetotahowI'm

goingtohelpyoubutI'm hereifyouneed

anything.TheBenzladysaidyoushouldcallher

whenyou'reready,shesoundsreasonableto

me.

Chelsea:Itwon'tmakeanydifferenceTumiis

onmycasetoo,lifeneverreallylovedme.Ifyou

knewwhatibeengoingthroughlately.Totanna

kefilagoreit'sbetterI'm dead,everythingidoi

fail.Nothingworksoutforme,itrytodonails



butpeopledon'tcomeiftheydobaakolotaand

refusetopayme,ibabysitformysisterand

worklikeamaidbutshedoesn'ttreatmelikea

sister.Ihavefailedform threetwice...Twice!

That'showdulliam andican'tevenbea

prostitute,igetusedforfreetoo.Ireally

thoughtthismanwillhelpme.Thepainihadto

endureandihadtododisgustingthingsjustto

pleasehim.(tearsrolling)Iworkedsohard

tryingtopleasehim..Iwasashamedtodoall

thatformoneybecauseihaveneverdonethat

beforebutiwashopefulhewouldhelpme.Only

togetP200.Ifeelsousedifeellowerthaneven

prostitutesandthismanfeelsnoremorse,to

him I'm justoneoftheprostitutes.Ican't

believeidegradedmyselfsomuch,kethabiwa

kedithongandI'm hurttota,idon'tknowwhat

Tumiwantsmetodo.

Akwana:You'llbefine,it'sjustaphase.Itwill

pass...



TheyhuggedbothsnifflingthenAkwanapicked

herbagsandputthem inthehousewhilethe

sattherethoughtfully.

Akwana:Comein,Boagoleft..

Chelsea:Givemeaminute,I'm goingtothe

toilet.I'llbethereinaminute..

Akwana:Ok,keagoala

AkwanawalkedbackinsidethenChelseastood

upandwalkedaroundtheyardinthedark,she

searchedbythepitandpickedawirethenshe

headedtothefamilytreeandpulledabucket

whichshesteppedonandtiedherselfona

thickbranchbeforekickingoffthebucket.

Akwanawalkedoutofthehouseandlookedout



inthedark...

Akwana:Chelsea??Chelsea??

Refadrovethroughthegateandthelights

bouncedonChelseaasshekickedhanging

from thetree,Akwanaranoverscreamingas

Oarabilestuckherheadoutscreamingbefore

jumpingoutofthemovingcar,Refasteppedon

thebreaksandhurriedover.

Hesteppedonthebucketandsupported

Chelseaonlytorealisethewirewasstill

tightenedonherthroat...

Refa:Chelsea?Chelsea?(toAkwana)bata

pliersorsteponsomethingandtrytopullthe

wireoffherneck..



Oarabileranoffandcamebackwithapliers,

RefacutthewireandChelseaslippeddownand

fellontheground.Thegirlssurroundedher

callinghernameasRefa'sheartpounded...

Refa:letmetryCPR..

Theymovedbackandwatchedashepumped

heracoupleoftimesbeforepickingherupand

hurryingtothecar...

Refa:Let'sgotothehospital...

AkwanaandOarabileranbehindhim...

Atthehospital....



Laterthateveningthenursesteppedoutofthe

ICUandwavedover,AkwanaandOarabile

quicklywalkedinside.Refastoodupandpaced

upanddownthenhetookouthisphoneand

calledhisfather...

Him:Hello?

Refa:(panting)Dadineedmoney

Him:Again?Forwhat?Didn'tyougetrent

moneyafewhoursago?

Refa:Ireallyneedthismoney,I'llpayyouwheni

getpaidplease...I'llpayyoumonthend.Even3

gran

Him:Atthistimeofthemonth?

Refa:Please,I'm freakingout.Iowesomeone

andtheywantthemoney.Ihaveto

pay...tonight...Now,please.



Him:I'm helpingyouforthelasttime

Refa:Thankyou..

Hehungupandsighedasthegirlspacedover...

Akwana:I'm goingtogetmmeatthegate,she

tookataxiover

Oarabile:Ok...(toRefa)Borrowmethekeys,I'm

goingtogetthebaby'smilk

Refa:Ok..

Refahandedherthekeysandwatchedherwalk

outwhileAkwanatookanotherdirectionthen

heheadedtoChelsea'sroom.

Onceatthedoorhelookedbothwaysand

pushedthedoorthenhewalkedinslowly



lookingatChelsealyingonthebedwithaneck

brace.Refastoodbythebedandfoldedhis

armslookingather...

Refa:I'm goingtopayyou,isthatwhatyou

wanttohear?(angrily)Honestlywhatthefuck

areyoutryingtodo?

Chelsea:(tearfully)Thisisn'taboutyou

Refa:Whatisitaboutthen?Youhavemyfull

attentionakerethat'swhatyouwant,I'llhurtyou

if-

Chelsea:(tearfully)Canyoupleaseleaveme

alone!Idon'twantyourmoneyanymoreakere

youdidn'twanttopayme.Leavemealone,i

havealottothinkaboutandidon'tknowwhat

makesyouthinkididthisbecauseofyou.You

mustthinkyou'reallthat.Clearlyyouhave

everythinggoingwellinyourlifetogoaround

takingadvantageofotherpeople.



Refa:"Takeadvantage?"Chelseaifoundyouon

thesideoftheroad,pickedyouupandpaida

room withtheintentiontofuckyounothave

sexbutfuckyou.Webothknewthisandyou

consentedallthesebutneversetyourprice,i

gaveyouwhatyouwereworth.Ifyouwantto

beabitchatleasthaveapricetag,untilthenwe

paywhateverwecanafford.You'rebeginningto

annoyme.Can'tyoujustleavemealone?

Chelseabithermouthliftingherlegandkicked

hisprivatesthenhesnappedandputhishand

overhernoseandmouthleaningoverheras

shekickedstrugglingtopullhishandoffherfor

air..

Refa:(angrilywhisperedinherear)Youknow

what,fuckyou!I'm notpayingyou.Youhavean

attitudeanditwillfixyourproblems.Youpaid



yourselfbykickingme.

Shekickedrunningoutofbreathbuthe

wouldn'tletgo,shereachedfortheemergency

buttonandpresseditthenRefaletgoofher

andpushedherhead...

Refa:Nexttimeyouthinkaboutkickingaman's

privatesremembermyhandoveryournoseand

mouth..

Heturnedaroundandwalkedoutcalmlyasa

nursewalkedinthensheburstintotearswith

herhandsoverherface...

*

*

*



*

*

.

.

.

.
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Atthehospital...

Thenursepressedtheemergencybuttonand

fixedChelsea'ssheet...

Nurse:Areyouok?

Chelsea:(rubbinghereyes)I'm fine,imusthave



accidentallypressedthatbutton.Sorryfor

callingyoufornothing

Nurse:It'soklove,wecalledthesocialworker

butshewillattendyouwhenthedoctorisdone

withyou.

Chelsea:Thankyou..

MeanwhileRefamettheladieshalfwayand

sighedrubbingthebackofhisneck..

Refa:Iwasjustcheckingonher

Oarabile:Ok

Akwanaandhermotherwalkedtowardsthe

room whileOarabileremainedwithhim carrying

herchild.



Oarabile:Ithinkwecangohomenow,thebaby

needsabath

Refa:Alright..

Minuteslatertheygotinthecarandthenhe

droveofflostinthoughts,Oarabileglancedat

him andswalloweduncomfortably.Shecouldn’t

putherfingeronitbutsomethingwasoffandit

hadbeenoffforacoupleofhours.

AtOarabile'sHouse...

Minuteslaterheparkedinfrontofthehouse

thenhegotoutandopenedthedoorforher

whileshepickedthebaby'sthings,hegotthe

babyfrom herandsheclosedthedoor.

Oarabile:Thanksforbringingushome



Refa:Sure..

Oarabileunlockedthedoorwhileheheldthe

babythenshewalkedinthedarkhouseand

touchedeverywherelookingformatches,he

tookoutalighterandpresseditlightingforher

whilestandingatthedoor.Rabiturnedaround

andlookedatthelighterthenshereachedfor

thelampandmatches...

Oarabile:Doyousmoke?

Refa:Whyobotsa?

Oarabile:Justwonderingwhyyouhavealighter

inyourpocket

Refa:Idon'tsmoke,mybrothersmokes.

Oarabile:Ok...



Shefixedthemattressthenhesteppedover

puttingthebabyonherarmsbeforestepping

back.Shecarefullylaidthebabydownashe

weirdlystaredatheruntilshestoodup.

Oarabile:(smiled)Whyareyoulookingatme

likethat?

Refa:(straightface)Likewhat?

Oarabile:Areyouok?

Hejustlookedatherforaminuteandturned

aroundwalkingout,sheclosedthedoorand

foldedherarmsfeelingabitcoldunderthe

moonlight.

Helookedatheronceagainandtookadeep

breathstillstaringather..



Refa:Rabiwee?

Oarabile:Yes

Refa:(furrowedhiseyebrows)Kopaoska

ntsenyastressautwa?Akebategotsenngwa

stresskadilodiselekanamaaka.

Shequicklylookeddownandhesteppedover

kissingthenheturnedaroundandwalkedaway

withoutaword.

Shetouchedherlipsfeelingthesoftnessheleft

onherlipsashereversed..

Refa:Lockthedoorbeforeileave

Shegotinthehouseandlockedthenhedrove

off....



AtRefa'shouse

Laterthatnightheparkednexttohisfather's

carandslidabottleofHunter'sinhisback

pocketthenhelockedthecarandwalkedinthe

house.

Hequietlyplacedthekeysonthetableashis

parentssatonthecouchwatchingnews.

Refa:Hereisthecarkey

Mother:Ok..

Asheturnedtowardsthebedroomshis

mother'seyesfellonthebottlebehindashe

pulleddownhist-shirtcoveringit.



Mother:Refa?Otsenyekabirimontungyame?

Refa:Gasebiri

Heclosedhimselfintheroom andsheturned

tohisfather...

Mother:KanaRefaotshwerelebotelela

bojalwa

Father:It'sjustbeernotdrugs,andheisaboy

lethim drinkbesidesidon'tknowwhat'sgoing

onbutitseemsheisgoingthroughsomething.

Mother:Aeidon'twantbeerinmyhouse,tell

yoursontotakeitout.Thisiswhatiwastalking

toRonaaboutwhenhesmokedinthehouse.

Nnatotagakerategonnalebannababatona

mogapebecausebadirabodipa.Obonehela

goreRefagaatshabegoralalantukabiri,next



thinghewillbepassingbywithagirlgapeheis

workingtomorrowshouldhebedrinking?

Father:Wecantalktohim tomorrow,Refawon't

talkifhedoesn'twanttotalkyoushouldknow

him bynow.

Mother:IwantthebeeroutlegoneRefagaa

batagodirabotagwaayegobodirelagosele

esengha.

Hisfatherstoodupandknockedonhisdoor,

RotlheandKaofelaeachopenedtheirdoors

peekingoutsideandclosedthenRefa

respondedsittinginside.

Refa:(deeply)Tsena

Hisfatherwalkedinandsighedlookingathim

ashesatbythestudytablewithhisheaddown



holdingabottleofbeer.

Him:What'sgoingon?

Refa:Nothing

Hisfathersatonthebedandfacedhim...

Him:Idon'twantbeerinmyhouse,youknow

therulesofthishouse.

Refa:Kantegonekagoregakeatagiwaproblem

keeng?It'sjustonebottle,what'sthebigdeal?

Him:(angrily)Youngmandon'tusethattone

whenyou'retalkingtome.

Refa:(angrilyturned)Whattone?Honestlycani

justgetaminutetocollectmythoughtswithout

anyoneaskingmequestions?Canihavethat

please?



Him:(calmly)Sowhat'shername?Youseem to

reallyloveherinanunhealthyway,you'reself

destructingandyou'regoingtoloseherifdon't

dealwithyourissues.Nowadayswomenrunas

fastaspossiblefrom guyswhocan'tcontrolit

likeit.

Hiseyesfilledwithtearsashelookedathis

fatherthenheblinked,tearsrolleddownandhe

wipedhiseyeswithafistbeforeputtingdown

hisbottleandcoveringhiseyes.

Him:Iknowit'sagirl,yourmotheristheonly

thingthatevermademecrythoughshedoesn't

knowiusedtocryforherinsecret.You'renot

weakforcryingbutbeingunabletocontrolyour

angerorrudenesstowardsothersiswhat

makesyouweak.Whatdidshedo?



Hisfathersteppedoverputtinghisarm over

Refa'sshoulderthenhewrappedhisarms

aroundhisfatherbreakingdownintears.

Him:(calmlyrubbinghishead)You'llbefine,I'm

justgladyoucamehomeanddidn'thurt

anyone...Youdidn'thurtanyoneright?

Refa:No...

Him:Thestrengthofamanistestedbyhow

muchhecancontrolhisactionswhenpushed

tothelimit.Don'tletpainuseyou...Youhardly

talkaboutwhatyou'rethinkingbutyouneedto

learntotalksowecanhelpyou.

Theoldmansteppedbackandsatdownas

Refapulledhist-shirtcollarupandwipedhis

eyes...



Refa:I'm justdisappointedthatsomepeople

findithardtotellthetruthnomatterhowmany

chancesyougivethem,idon'tknowifilook

stupidbecauseI'm alwaystryingtoloveorwhat

butI'm reallylosingmypatiencewithwomenall

together.

Him:Whatareweonabout?

Refa:(sighed)Nothing

Him:Howwillihelpyoukesaitseobuakaeng?

Wholiedtoyou?

Refa:Noone,andI'vejustrealisedmoneyis

everythingtowomen.IusedtothinkRona's

thinkingiswrongbutitseemsifyouhave

moneywomenfollowyounotbecausetheylove

youbutbecausetheyjustwantmoneyand

somecandestroytheirfutureformoney.

Meaningyou'llneverknowifapoorwoman

lovesyouornotespeciallywhensheconstantly

liesaboutherlife.



Hetookadeepbreathandexhaledthenhe

facedhisfather

Refa:I'm sorryforbringingbeerinthehouse..

(stood)I'm goingtoemptyit..

Him:Noitsfine,finishyourbeer.You'lltossthe

bottletomorrow.Bythewaydon'tfirefighters

getfreeaccommodation?Whydidyourenta

house?

Refa:(thoughtfully)Heh!Youmightberight,i

didn'tfinishreadingthelistofbenefits..

Hestoodupandpulledouthisfilethenhewent

throughhiscontractagain,alittlesmilestarted

atthecornerofhislipsashefacedhisfather

andlaughed.



Refa:Hereitis...I'llbestayingatthe

apartments

Him:Butyoualreadypaidahouse,willtheygive

youcashback?

Refa:Idon'tknow,ihopeso..

AtOarabile'sHouse...

LaterthatnightMagweAkwanaandher

daughtersteppedoutofthetaxiandwalkedin

theyard...

Akwana:MmewhydidyoustealRabi'sP500?

MmagweAkwana:Stealithow?Iuseditonus,

shewouldhaveboughtgasandfoodanyways.

Akwana:Youcan'tdothat,you'renotfaironher.

Oarabilewillleavethishouseifyoukeep



treatingherthatway.

MmagweAkwana:Shecanleaveifshewants

butwhenthingsgetbadsheshouldn'tcome

runningback.HowshecryforP500wheni

raisedher

Akwana:Shedoesn'twanttoask,I'm theone

askingbecauseitbothersme.

MmagweAkwana:Don'tletitbotheryou,you

shouldbeusingthisenergytolookfora

boyfriendtohelpandstopactinglikeRabi's

lawyer.

TheyknockedthenRabiopenedthedoorand

wentdowntobed,Akwanajoinedherandput

herarm aroundNatasha'sbuttwhilemmaagwe

Akwanalistenedtotheradio.

Akwana:Nowadaysthebabydoesn'tcryat



night

Oarabile:It'sthePampers

Akwana:Ohyeahplusthereislotsofmilk,i

reallylikeRefa.Pleasedon'tblowit

Rabi:Waitseidon'tknowifI'm imaginingitor

Refahasahiddenpersonality.Todayhelooked

athisuncleinawayI'dneverseenanyonedo.

Hediditsomuchhisuncleliterallyshookfrom

hiseye.Sincethenhehadbeenextremelyquiet

andhelooksatmeweird,theonlypersonhe

hasn'ttreateddifferentisthebabybut

somethingisoff,I'm scaredofthisman.

Akwana:Butit'snothing,iexpectedhim to

overreactwhenhefoundoutNatashaisreally

hiscousinbut-

Oarabile:Hedoesn’tknow..

Akwana:WHAT?whatifthat'swhateatinghim?

Can'tyoujuststartthisrelationshipwith

honesty?Whyareyourisking?Thelongeryou



delaythemoreyou'llfeeltheneedtokeepthisa

secretbecauseyou'llbeafraidtolosehim.

Oarabile:ButI'm alreadyscared..Hehasaneye

ofakiller

Akwana:(rolledhereyes)God,youreallyneed

tobehonest.

Thechattingcontinueduntiltheyfellasleep...

AtMasego'smother's..

LaterthatnightMasegoendedheremotional

prayerholdingherchildren'shandsasthey

sleptonthebed.

Masego:(sniffling)Amen,Amen,Amen



Shegotherphoneandwentonlinepostingan

advertforherBMW thenhermotherknocked

andentered..

Her:Stillup?

Masego:Yes

Her:Weneedtotalk,Masegoyoucan'tjust

packandgoatthefirsttroubleofyourmarriage.

Wetoldyouthisonyourweddingday,marriage

isnotaboyfriendgirlfriendrelationship.You

haven'teventoldyourin-lawsanything,thereis

awayofdoingthings.

Masego:mymotherinlawknowsTulodoesn't

supportthechildrenbutshedoesn'tcare.

Her:Youhavetofightforyourmarriage,the

devilistestingyouwithyourhusband.Youhave

toprayforhim

Masego:I'm prayingformychildrenandhe



shouldbehelpingmeprayforthem,heisnot

mychild.Wearepartners,hedoeshispartido

mine.I'vebeenthroughhellforthepastcouple

ofmonthsbecauseofthisman.Ineedabreak,

ifthisblueeyedoesn'tscareyoumamatheni

don'tknow..

ShepostedinseveralFacebookgroupsandthe

firstcallcamethrough...

AtRefa'sHouse...

ThenextmorningRefawalkedtowardsthe

mirrorinthelivingroom andfixedhistie,his

motherplacedtwoplatesatthetableandfixed

herrobeassheheadedtobed..

Her:Breakfastbalonakejoo,I'm goingbackto



bed...

Refa:Mamawait...

Theoldladystoppedandlookedathim,Refa

ranoutofwordslookingather..

Refa:I'm sorryaboutlastnight,iwasn'tmyself.

I'llneverdisrespectthehouseagain.Ibeen

goingthroughupsanddownslatelybutI'm fine

now.

Her:I'm gladyou'refine..becausethenexttime

youdisrespectmeI'm callingafamilymeeting

onyousinceyourfatherdoesn'twanttobeat

you,yourunclesorthechiefwillbeatyou.

Theybothlaughedasshefixedhiscollarsand

madehistiethenshebrusheddownhisshirt

smartly...



Her:(smiled)Ireallywanttoseethisgirl...She

hasyouwrappedaroundherfinger...

Refa:(laughed)Thereisnogirl,you'retheonly

womaninmylife.You'resobeautifultheycan't

comparetoyou...ifyouweren'tmymotherI'd

makeyoumysugarmama...

Her:(laughedandsmackedhishead)Maitseoa

gagoahaharega...Gohavebreakfastyou're

lateonyourfirstdayatwork.

ShewalkedawaythenRefaknockedonRotlhe's

door,afterseveralknocksheopenedthedoor

inhisshorts..

Rotlhe:(angrily)I'm sleeping,couldn'tyoujust

gotoworkwithoutwakingtherestofthefamily?

Refa:(foldedhisarmsandsmiledinhisformal



wear)Howdoilook?

Rotlhe:Seriously?I'm fuckingsleeping.

Heangrilyclosedthedoorandjumpedinbed,

Refalaughedandheadedtothediningtable.

Atthefiredepartment...

Lateronhisfatherdroppedhim offatthegate

anddroveoffthenhewalkedinanddialed

Oarabileasheapproachedthebuilding...

Oarabile:(sleepy)Hello?

Refa:Goodmorning...

Oarabile:(stretchingherback)Morning

Refa:Howismydaughter?



Oarabile:(laughedblushing)Sheisfine,shestill

sleeping.You'reinabettermoodwhat'sgoing

on?

Refa:(smiled)Justexcitedaboutmyfirstdayat

work,idon'tknowhowitwillbebutihavea

feelingI'llbecollectingmyuniform andHouse

keysmaybe.

Oarabile:Housekeys?

Refa:Yesma'am,I'llbegettingfree

accommodation.Ididn’treadmybenefits

properlyletskebonabosigomdalaampotsa.

Oarabile:Wow...Ican'twaittoseeyouinyour

uniform.

Refa:(laughed)Iprobablywon'tputitontoday,

maybetomorrow.Canicomegetyouguyska

lunch?I'llbewalking,gakenakoloikanaRabi

waitse?

Oarabile:(laughed)Poorboy,iknow



Refa:(laughed)Itooktheoldman'scarand

returneditlatethendidthesamewiththeold

ladynowidon'tthinktheywillborrowmetheir

cars,maabaneibileketilekeshwele2minutes

sgogookampolaaaifiborrowhercar.I'm just

goingtouseataxi

Oarabile:(laughed)Ataxiisstillfine..Thereis

somethingiwanttotellyoubutI'lltellyouwhen

wemeetkalunch

Refa:Tellmenow

Oarabile:I'lldoitlater

Refa:Please,nowI'llbecuriousthewholeday.

Oarabile:(laughed)Getbacktowork

Refa:(laughed)Iloveyou

Oarabile:Iloveyoumore

Hehungupandwalkedin...



AtMaunSeniorsecondaryschool...

LaterthatmorningOarabilesmiledanxiouslyas

theofficersignedtheadmissionletterandputa

stamponitwhilesheheldthesecuritybars

withbothhandssmiling.

Her:(smiled)WelcometoMaunSenior

secondaryschool

Oarabile:(smiled)Thankyou

Sheturnedaroundandwalkedoutofthe

admissionblockreadingherletteroutloud

whilecarryingthebabyonherback,shetook

outherphoneanddialedRefa....



Refa:Babe

Oarabile:(screamed)Ijustgotmyadmission

letter!!

Refa:Waitwhat?(smiled)sofast?(laughed)

BabeimeantmonthendafterI'vebeenpaidso

icanpayforNatasha.Idon'tdon'thavemoney.

Oarabile:No,mycousinChelseaisbabysitting

forme.Sheandhersisterhadafightandsheis

currentlystayingwithus,thesisterisnolonger

payingherschoolfeessosheofferedto

babysitwhileworking.Shedoesnails.

Refa:Hersisterisnotpayingherschoolfees?

Oarabile:No,they'refightingallthetime.It's

tutorsandshewassupplementingherJCso

shecangotoMaunsenior,Chelseaandher

sistermakemesogladidon'thavesiblings,her

sisterexpectspaymentbutsheknowsChelsea

hasnothingandshehasbeenbabysittingher

kids,cleaningforherandcookingbutnowshe



justcaresabouthercar.Ithoughtihad

problemsbutuh..

Refa:(Sighedthoughtfully)Shemustbegoing

throughalot..

Oarabile:Yeah...(sighedandsmiled)Ican'twait

tostartschool

Refa:(laughed)Doyouevenhaveauniform

kanaoitumetsehela?

Oarabile:(hersmiledisappeared)Eish...I'llgo

arounddoinglaundry,iknowlaundrytse2or3

willbeenoughbuyuniform thenI'm goingtocut

myhairtoreducethecost.

Refa:I'llfindyoumoneyfortheuniform

Oarabile:Refano,icanhandlethisone.You

alreadydonesomuchalready.Youhaven't

receivedyourfirstpaymentandalreadyyou

havedebts,don't.I'm good.

Refa:Whatifyoudon'tfindanyonetodo



laundryfor?Andwhatifsomeonerapesyou

whileyou'redoinglaundryintheirhouse?Have

youthoughtofthat.

Oarabile:Ihavebeenprovidingformyselfsince

iwasyoung

Refa:Andlookwhereitgotyou

Oarabile:Babepleasedon'tspoilmymood

Refa:BysayingI'lltakecareofit?Howmuchis

it?

Oarabile:P300isfine,itsashirt,tie,skirt,scarf,

socksandshoes.

Refa:I'llgiveittoyouthisafternoon..Ok?

Oarabile:(smiled)Ok,iloveyou

Refa:Iloveyoutoo,bye...

Shehungupandcalledhercousin...



Chelsea:Hello?

Oarabile:Heyhey,guesswhat?Igotthe

admissionletter

Chelsea:(gasped)What?Theydidn'ttrouble

you?

Oarabile:(laughed)No,theschoolheadjust

lookedatmyA'sandwaslikejustdon'tget

pregnantagain...(theybothlaughedloudly)

Thankyouforhelpingme

Chelsea:That'swhatourmother'swoulddo..

Therewassilenceastheirfacedropped,

ChelseatearfullyrubbedhertearsandOarabile

swallowed..

Oarabile:Howdidthecounsellinggo?

Chelsea:Itwasfine,maybeI'llbeoutthis

afternoonortomorrow.



Oarabile:Oklove,seeyoulater

Chelsea:Bye

Shehungupandrereadheradmissionletter

withabigsmileagain...

Atthehospital...

JustbeforelunchhourChelseawrappedherself

withthetowelandsteppedoutofthebathroom

holdingatoothbrushandtoothpaste,she

pausedlookingatanunfamiliaruniformedman

sittingbyherbedwithhisheaddown.

Itwasn’tuntilRefaturnedhisheadandstood

upthatshesighedshakingherhead...



Chelsea:Canyoupleaseleavemealone,what

doyouwant?

Helickedhismouthlookingather...

Refa:Howareyoufeeling?

Chelsea:Pleaseleave

Refa:(softly)Chelsea..

Chelsea:Pleaseleave

Hesteppedoverandtriedtoholdherhandbut

sheputherarm behindherandwhippedhim

withawetwashingragonthechest..

Refa:Whyareyousoviolent,whydoyouhave

touseyourhandsallthetime?Rememberthe

firsttimeyoutookmykeysoganakatsone,



yesterdayyoukickedmeonthenutsandnow

you'rewhippingmewiththisthing,tabeereke

goclapaaboolelagape.

Shewalkedpasthim andsatonthebedtying

herwetlonghairthenhepulledthechairclose

tothebedandsatinfrontofherwithhishands

onherthighs.

Chelsea:(pushedthem offandcontinuedtying

herhair)Don'ttalkwithyourhands,haokabua

helaosantshwaregokareng?IfOarabile

walkedinhereandfoundyourhandsonmy

thighshowam igoingtoexplainthat?

Herubbedhismustacheandnodded..

Refa:You'reright,I'm sorry...



Shedippedherfingerinthelotionandrubbed

herhandstogetherthenhegrabbedbothofher

smoothhandsandtookadeepbreathlooking

inhereyes..

Refa:Canyouforgi-

Chelsea:You'redoingitagain..

Shestoodupfixinghertowelandherhairfell

overhershouldersasshegrabbedhishand

pullinghim up.

Chelsea:Ema...Up...

Heslowlystoodupandwatchedherassheput

eachofhishandsinhispockets,hismarble



eyesshrunkashesmiledstaringatherthen

sheputheryellowhandonhischestpushing

him back.Hechuckledstaggeringbackandbit

hislowerlipasChelseasatonthebedand

sighed...

Chelsea:Nowyoucanspeak,keepyourhands

inthepocketsandstandthere,icanhearjust

fine.

Refa:(softly)Ilooklikeabuffoonstandingwith

mybackagainstthewallandhandsinthe

pockets.

Chelsea:Akereyoucan'tkeepyourhandsto

yourself,buarraketogakrnnalebaeng.

Refa:Mang?

Chelsea:Doesitmatter?

Refa:Whoisit?

Chelsea:Refabathong,whydidyoucomehere?



Refa:(sighed)Okherewego....Thedayimet

youiwasreallystressedandwhathappened

thatnightwasjustmetryingtogetovermy

pain.Itmeantnothing

Chelsea:Samehere,ijustwantedtopayoffmy

sister.

Refa:Ipromisedtofixthecarbuthonestlyi

didn'thavemoney.Ijustgothiredbuti

borrowedmoneyandI'm goingtofixyour

sister'scarbeforenextmonthahela.Please

forgivemeforputtingmyhandsonyoulast

night,therewassomethingpainfuliwas

carryinginmyheartyesterday,iwasinalotof

painbutmymindisclearernowandiregret

howitalkedtoyou.

Hetookouthiswalletandhandedher3K

Refa:That’sthebesticandorightnow,I'llgive



youtherestmont-

Shejumpedintohisarmsandhuggedhim

tightlywhilehefrozeforaminutethenhe

slowlyputhisarmsaroundherandclosedhis

eyespullinghercloser..

Chelsea:Thankyou,atleastmysisterwillstop

harassingme.

Refa:(flatvoice)Ihopeso..

Pickingthepressureinhisvoiceshequickly

steppedbackandpushedherhairbacklooking

athim,helookeddownembarrassedand

clearedhisthroatrubbinghismustache...

Refa:Um.…so...weareclearnowright?Nohard

feelings?



Chelsea:(smiled)No,youcangoaheadand

lovemycousinnow.

Refa:(Smiledcute)Definitely..

Chelsea:(smiledfrowning)Loveherfaithfully,

nomorepickingprostitutesbythestreetto

satisfyyoursickfantasies.Right?

Refa:(laughed)Ihaveneverhadsexwitha

prostitute

Chelsea:Letmemycousinhandleallthat

hunger,sheisabiggirl.(laughed)Youhaven't

hadsexright?

Refa:No,why?

Chelsea:Icantellshedoesn'tknowyou

Refa:(smiled)Whatthehellisthatsupposedto

mean?

Chelsea:Refaakootsamae...Justdon'tcheat

onmycousin

Refa:No,tellmewhatyoumean.



Chelseawalkedbehindhim andputherhands

behindhim pushinghim outashelaughed..

Refa:Stoppushingme..

Chelsea:Getout..

Shepushedhim outthedoorandheturned

aroundlookingherwithalittlenaughtysmile..

Refa:Bythewaythatlittlethingyoudidwithmy

ballswasreallynice...(laughed)Okatfirstmy

skinwascrawlingbecauseikeptthinkingifthis

chickmakesamistakemyballsaregonebut

thenyoukindadidthe-

Chelsea:(laughed)Refaweeboelakotirong....

what'sthisuniform for?I'veneverseenitbefore,

it'skindofcute.



Helookedathimselfandlookedatherwitha

smile...

Refa:I'm afirefighterbutweweartotally

differentwhenwegoforrescueorwhatever.

Thisisjustfortheoffice..

Chelsea:Youlookbetterinuniform.

Refa:Serious?Don'tsaythatI'llturnintoa

fuckboy,sure?Sure?

Chelsea:Haeomaswekamathoekarewa

otsela...Iwasjusttryingtobecivil.

Refa:Waaka

Chelsea:Shehtherrawenatsamaanakoe

chailewena?

Refa:Warekerilengnemma?Themmaakoo

mpolelehela.Kemonate?



Shecoveredhermouthandburstintolaugher

asheputafistonhismouthlaughing...

Refa:Kabotsaakere?

Chelsea:Whydoyouwantmetosayit?Don't

youtrustyourself?

Refa:Oganagompolelela?

Chelsea:Onaseriousweshouldstoptalking

likethis,it'sinappropriateandIrespectmy

cousin’srelationshipwithyou.(hestopped

smilinglookingather)Sheandicomefrom far

andwewon'tbeseparatedbyaman.Out

respectforherIpreferweburythisandactlike

itneverhappened.I'm notoneofthosecousin’s

whosalivateovertheircousin’smen...Iwantto

seeabrotherinyounothingmore.Thinkabout

thisonyourwaytowork,andI'm seriousabout

beingfaithfultoher.



Refaquietlylookeddownasshecontinued

talking..

Chelsea:(sighedinconclusion)Andthanksfor

thepayment.Don'tvisitmealoneagain...

Refa:Iunderstand..Bye

Heturnedaroundandwalkedawayasshe

stoodatthedoorlookingathim,heglanced

backandshewaved.Walkingbackwardshe

wavedandturnedawayrubbinghisfaceashe

pacedoutofthehospitallookingathislunch

hourclock..

*

*

*



*

.

.

.

.

.

SinfulDuty

#9

Attherestaurant...

Oarabilepulledthebaby'shighchairfeedingher

asRefaslicedhermeatintochewablepieces

andplacedtheplatebeforeherthenhecuthis

grilledmeatandtookabitelookingatOarabile..



Refa:So...Whatdidyouwanttotellme?

Shepickedapieceofmeatwithaforkandate

lookingatRefa,herheartpoundedwitha

thousand"Whatif's"andyeahhehadthatlook

again,theseriousoneshewasn'tcomfortable

with..

Oarabile:Ijustwantedtothankyouforbeing

partofmylifeandNatasha's,you'reremarkable

andamazingbecausenotmanymenwould

acceptastepchildthewayyoueasilyaccepted

Natasha.

Refareachedforaglassofwateranddrunk

lookingatherthenheleanedbackputtinghis

foodaside...



Refa:Whendidyoustartsleepingwithmyuncle?

Istillfinditfunnythatmyauntdoesn'tknow

youyetyouclaim tohavebeenalaundrygirl.

Oarabile:Myauntistheonewhoknowsyour

uncle,idon'tknowhowtheytalkedshejusttold

metogothereanddolaundry.Thefirstfew

timesididwithoutanyproblemsthenyour

unclestartedtouchingme.Itoldmyauntand

shetoldmetogoalongwithitorelsehe

wouldn'tpayme.Iwasjustchildsoididwhati

wastold...

Natasha'sheadflippedasshedozedoff,

Oarabiletookheroffthechairandputheron

herlapassheshamefullyateherfoodwhile

Refastaredather.

Refa:Letmeholdhersoyoucaneat



Hepickedthebabyandsatdownlookingat

Oarabile...

Refa:That'sit?

Oarabile:What?

Refa:Isthereanythingelse?

Oarabile:No...

Therewasanawkwardmomentasshelost

appetiteandputherforkdown,shelookedin

hiseyesandsadlylookedaway...

Refa:(sighed)Babedon'tyoutrustme?

Oarabile:(tearfully)Ido..

Refa:Lookatme...



Hereyesfilledwithtearsasshestaredathim

whilehecomfortablyheldthebaby..

Refa:Canigiveyouanexample,Ifitoldyoui

sleptwithChelseabeforegettingintoa

relationshipwithyouwouldyouleaveme?

Oarabile:No..

Refa:Whatwouldmakeyouleaveme?

Oarabile:(rubbedhertears)Idon'tknow..Ifyou

hitmeorcheat.

Refa:Whatwouldmakemeleaveyou?

Oarabile:Ificheated

Refa:Whatelse?

Oarabile:IfIdon'trespectyou

Refa:Whatelse?

Oarabile:Ifiliedtoyou?

Refa:Yes...Don'tlietomebecauseihavethis



imageofyoubeingthisinnocentgirlwhowas

takenadvantageof.Aninnocentgirlwhocan't

hurtme,whom ihavetoprotectandkeepnext

tomebecausesheisbrilliantandoneday...She

willgraduateandwewillhavemorekids

togetherandtraveltheworldasafamily.That's

Rabiforme,don'tchangeherimageinmybrain.

Oarabile:Somethingsarehardtosay..They

don'tjustcomeoutbecausetheysoundso

wrong..

Refa:Ifyoutrustthelisteneryoudon'tworry

aboutit..Doilookscary?

Shelookedathim andhequicklyflashedacute

naughtygrinthenshelaughedlookingaway,he

laughedandleanedbackchangingNatasha's

side.

Refa:Babewee?Kopaobuelenna...



OarabilelookeddownasRefastaredatherthen

hetookoutatinygiftboxandputitonthe

table...

Refa:You'regoingtoopenthatboxattheend

ofthisdinnerifI'm convincedyou'rethesame

womanifellinlovewithyearsago.Onewho

fetchedwatereverydaybarefooted...

Oarabile:(laughed)Iwasn'tbarefooted

Refa:Youwere...Andyoulikeddoingthreelines

tsalemangkaditselanaplusthalemodi

tsebengelemanyena.

Oarabile:(laughed)Stopit,it'snotfunny.Mxm

myaunttookmyearringsthatdaykehakesa

lelebosigo...(Refalaughedather)Myheart

wasred...

Refa:Nnamyheartwaswhite,isoldmybig



brother'sheadphonesandboughtyouearrings.

Healmostkilledmewithpunches

Oarabile:(laughed)Iwasreallysad...

TheirlaughterdiedagainasRefastaredather

hopingforaconfessionbutthereseemedtobe

nothing...

Atthehospital...

LaterthateveningtheBenzdriverstuckher

headinandsmiled,Chelsea'sheartskippedas

sheslidupthebedandswallowedlookingat

her.Sheandthehusbandwalkedin..

Her:Hi,iheardwhathappenedkayourcousin.

Chelsea:I'm goingtopayyou,ipromiseyou.I'm



goingtofindajob

Her:(laughed)Youcan'taffordtopaymebut

youcanmakeitupformebyworkingitoff.

Chelsea:Yesplease,I'lldoanything...

Her:(laughed)Stopshakingyou'remakingme

feelguilty..Myhusbandandihaveashopatthe

mall.WepayourworkersP1,600permonthso

you'llbegettingP500onlyjustsoyoucanbuy

food,therestisyourpayment.(gaveherthe

quotation.Thisisthecostofmylight...i

includedpenalbeating,painting,labourand

buyingtheparts.

Chelsea:JesusChrist

Her:Relaxyou'repayinghalfonlysoyou'llwork

for12monthsonlyafterthatifyoustillwantto

workyou'llgetafullsalary.

Chelseajumpedoutofthebedandhuggedher



crying..

Chelsea:Ican'tbelieveiwreckedyourcarand

youfoundmeajob,P500isalotofmoney.I

workedformysisterbutshewaspayingP450

tomytutors.

Her:(laughed)Sorry...Andwecloseatfive

o'clocksoyoucanstillattendyourevening

studies.

Chelsea:Wowthankyousomuch...(tothe

husband)Dumelang

Him:(laughed)Don'tmindme,I'm justarobot.I

haven'tevenbeenintroduced

Her:(laughed)Iforgot,I'm sorryChelseawa

tengleenecriestoomuchshemademeforget

Chelsea:(laughed)Lennaiwascelebratinga

newjob..



TheyshookhandsasAkwanawalkedinholding

onebananaandmosunyetsochips.Chelsearan

towardsherandhuggedherjumpingupand

down...

Chelsea:Igotajob....I'm employedboo...

Akwana:What?

Her:Nanahowoldareyou?Didshejustjump

upanddownlikea5yearold?

ChelseaandAkwanabothpausedpouting

holdinginexcitementasChelseaclearedher

throatandwalkedoverlikeathickmature

womantryingtoswingherEnglishfigure...

Chelsea:(deepvoice)Oldenoughmyfriend...



TheladylaughedandChelseaturnedbackto

Akwanahugginghertightlythenshesmiledat

theladyandpushedherlonghairback.

Chelsea:BossmayijustsayI'llnotdisappoint

you,7o'clockI'llbethereandI'llleaveat5

o'clockeveryday.Iloveyoubossladyand

you'renicerthanithought.

Her:(laughed)Thisoneiscrazy,I'm goinghome.

Calluswhenyou'redischarged.

Chelsea:Yesboss!

Him:Bye

Chelsea:Yesboss!

Her:Ija

Chelsea:Yesboss!

Theladylaughedandclosedthedoorasthe



cousinsjumpedupanddown....

AtOarabile'sHouse...

LaterthateveningRefaandOarabile

approachedthegatewalkingslowlyunderthe

goodweatherasNatashapeacefullyslepton

Refa'sshoulder.OnceatthegateRefahanded

herthebabyandkissedher...

Refa:Goodnight..

Oarabile:Goodnight..(readingamessage

smiling)Chelseafoundajob...Wow...

Refa:Shit,whichmeansihavetofindmadia

nursery

Oarabile:Ihadforgottenaboutthat

Refa:It'sfine,I'llseewhattodo.TellChelsea



congratulations

Oarabile:Thanks,I'llletherknow..

Refalookedatheronemoretimehopingfor

somethingbutsheturnedaroundandwalked

awaythenhewalkedawayaswell.Oarabile's

heartpoundedassheopenedthegateand

turnedaroundtearfully...

Oarabile:Refa?Refa?

Heturnedaroundlookingather..

Oarabile:It'syouruncle'sbaby,I'm sorry.Ididn’t

wanttoloseyou.

Herheartpoundedevenmoreasheslowly



walkedover,shestaggeredbackexpectinga

slapbutheleanedoverkissingher...

Refa:(softly)That'sallyouhadtosay...You

didn'tcheat,youdidn'tdoanythingwrong.Ifi

wouldhavehadaproblem theniwouldhave

beentheonewithaproblem becausethereis

nothingattractivelikeanhonestwoman.Don't

youjustfeelbetterwithoutsecrets?

Oarabiletearfullylookedathim ashetouched

hercheekandkissedheragain...

Refa:Howdoesitfeel?

Oarabile:(smiledtearfully)Better,soyouwon't

leaveme?

Refa:No,itchangesnothing.Natashaismy

daughterandI'm sogladhedoesn'twanther,it



makesthingslesscomplicatedforus.Ilove

you...

Oarabile:Iloveyoutoo..

Hehandedherthetinyboxwhichsheopened

andfrownedholdingakey..

Oarabile:Akey?

Refa:Ipaidthathouserememberbutiwon't

useit..Idon'tlikethewayyou'relivinghere.If

youdon'twanttostaywithamanbefore

gettingmarriedirespectthatbutI'm rentingit

foryouandNatasha,icansupporthermuch

betterthere.

Oarabile:(reluctantly)Refa...Ihavetoaskmy

auntfirst

Refa:Andifshesaysno?

Oarabile:Thenican't...I'm sorry.Sheislikea



mothertome.

Refa:(sighed)Ok,iguesswewillhearfrom her

then.Iloveyou

Heleanedoverandkissedherthenhewalked

away,shesighedandwalkedinholdingthe

baby..

***

LateronOarabilesteppedoutandsatbythe

firewithheraunt..

Oarabile:AuntieRefarentedmeabarchelor

padandhewasthinkingsincewearecrowded

hecanhelp.It'saverynicehouseandilikeit,i

reallywanttomovetherebecauseithas

electricityandwaterplusitsclosertoschoolsi



canputNatashain.

Auntie:Ifhelovesyouheshouldbuildyouthat

househere,whyshouldhemoveyouout?

You'renothiswife.GapegaseSetswana.No,

you'llstayhereuntilyou'remarriedorworking.

YouwanttogoeatEnglishthingsaloneafter

I'vesufferedwithyou?Letthatboybringthem

here..

Akwana:(arriving)BoRabithebapelotelele.

Nnaibilenkabokebuakerwelebeketse

dingwekesabologodiisakoorehelakannake

batiwhenitcomestolove.IfifinditI'm agone

girl.

Shewalkedinthehouseandclosedthedooras

Oarabiletearfullyrubbedhereyes..

Auntie:You'renotmovingoutwithaboyfriend,

keengleratagoinyadisa.Nnahelahaago



nyale..Don'teventhinkaboutit.

Oarabile:I'lltellhim ican'tmoveout..

Shestoodupandtearfullywalkedbehindthe

housedialingRefa..

SIXMONTHSLATER....

Nextinsertcomesat11pm,don'tforgetLike

*

*

*

*

.

.

.
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AtRefa'sHouse....

Oarabilewalkedinwithheruniform headingto

thebedroom whereshechangedintoapairof

shortsandRefa'svestbeforeheadingtothe

kitchenandstartedcooking,sheglancedather

wristwatchandwentbacktothebedroom

whereshepulledoutallofRefa'sdirtyclothes

andafewofNatasha'sforasoak.

Almostanhourlatersheservedthreeplates

noddingtothemusichitscomingfrom Trace

channel,shecoveredRefaandNatasha'sfood

putthem awaythenshewalkedouttakinga



pinchoutofherplateheadingtothelivingroom.

Shecrossedherlegsonthecouchandateher

foodchangingthechannelsthenshe

rememberedherhomeworkandhurriedtothe

bedroom togetherbag.Shetookafew

minuteseatingandwritingthensheheardthe

schoolbushonk,sheputdowneverythingand

rantothegateinRefa'shugeslippers..

Oarabile:Heybubu...Comehere

ShepickedNatashaandwavedatthedriverand

assistantbeforeheadingbacktothehouse

wheresheputherdownandchangedherdiaper.

Aftersteppingoutfortwominutestodispose

thediapershecamebacktoNatashaeating



andslappingherbookwithoilyhands...

Natasha:Dada-dada..

Oarabile:(gasped)Heiwena!Ija

Shewipedherbookandputitawaybefore

feedingassheshookherheadshakingher

braidedhair,herbeadswhippedherforehead

andshefrownedwantingtocry...

Oarabile:(leanedover)Daddyiscoming!Daddy

iscoming!

Natasha:(laughedandforgottocry)Dadacomi!

Dadcomi

Oarabilelaughedatherandcontinuedfeeding,

minutesaftersheputcartoonsandheadedto



thebathroom asherphonerangontheway.

StandingbythesinkshebegunwashingRefa's

shoeswithherphonetrappedbetweenher

shoulderandear...

Oarabile:(brushingtheshoes)Girlwareng?

Akwana:(whining)IswearI'm goingtofailmy

finalexams.I'm onmywayfrom thestudy

groupbuteish

Oarabile:Shems...

Akwana:Howdoyoumanagetopassnemma

afterstayinghomeforawholeyear?

Oarabile:Form 4isn'tthatbad,maybeI'llstart

failingatform 5

Akwana:Nomankurough,themmantsholele

Englishthings(theyburstintolaugher)Mme

saysyou'reeatingEnglishthingseachtimeyou

leavethenyoujustburponus.



Oarabile:(laughed)Auntieenekestoryhela.I'll

bringyouaplateoffood

Akwana:Aeno,I'm goingtopassbyChelsea's

workandgotoherhouse,I'llcomehome

tomorrow.Shehasbeensicklately.

Oarabile:Gaorialo,icalledherdaysagoand

shesoundedreallydownbutwheniaskedshe

saiditwasjustabug.Letmeknowhowsheis

doingkemocheke

Akwana:Okbye

Shehungupandputthephoneonthe

windowsillthenshewashedallhisshoes

togetherwiththeclothes.

MeanwhileRefawalkedinthehouseholdinga

smallpackofdiapers,Natashastopped

banginghertoyonthetableandscreamed



almostfalling.Shestaggeredtowardstheher

fatherspreadingherarms...

Refa:(laughed)Oh...MsBanda!

Hepickedherupandkissedherchubbycheek

thenheheadedtothebathroom whereOarabile

hadbentinthetubcleaningin,hestoodbehind

herholdingherwaistandbumpedonherbutt...

Refa:Shit...Positionekeyoneautwa...Kukue

duleyothelebanabayone...Eyeses...(he

steppedbackanddiditagain)Heebanna....

Nkaekgakgamollagore

Oarabilelaughedandclosedthetabturning

aroundtohisface,beforeshecouldgreethim

hekissedherlipsandneck...



Oarabile:(laughed)Koorewenaithelaobuaeng?

HekissedherandNatashapushedhermother's

faceaway,Refalaughedandstoleakissthen

NatashaputherhandoverRefa'smouth..

Oarabile:Sheh...Natashathismanismine...

Refa:Warengbabe?

Oarabile:I'm good,yourfoodisinthekitchen.

Letmefinishuphere

Refa:Alright...

Heheadedtothekitchenandwenttoeatwith

hisdaughterasOarabilefinishedup.

***



Aboutanhourlatershewalkedinthebedroom

andstoppedlookingatRefaandNatasha

asleeponthebed,shesmiledandshookher

headpackingthingsinthewardrobe.

HerhummingwokeRefaandheyawnedwitha

fistonhismouthbeforecarefullygettingoffthe

bedandstandingbehindherkissingherneck..

Refa:.(whispered)Doyoueverstopworking?

Youneedtorest...Comehere

HeturnedheraroundandFrenchkissedher

slidinghishandunderneaththet-shirtand

squeezingthefleshofherbreast...

Refa:Mmh..



Hegotherhandandledheroutastheyboth

glancedatNatashabeforeClosingthebedroom

door.Herphonerangandsheheadedtothe

bathroom ashefollowedher...

Oarabile:Hello?

Auntie:Whereareyou?It'slate.

Oarabile:I'm coming

Auntie:WaitaolatheOarabile,ihaven'thad

anythingtoeatyetiraisedyouanddid

everythingforyou.Obatagoithwalayo

mongwegapengwanaakere?Thatmanis

usingyou.Pleasecomehome,iaskedyouto

washmyblankets

Oarabile:I'm onmyway.

ShehungupandsighedsadlyturningtoRefa..



Oarabile:Ihavetogohome.

Refa:Whycan'tyouspendanightonce?Idon't

getwhyyoucan'tjustignorethiswoman

becauseyourcousinshardlysleephomebut

wenaat7pm shesaysit'slate.

Oarabile:JustbecauseBoagoandAkwanacan

talkbackdoesn'tmeanihaveto.Sheislikea

mothertomeandyesshehashermistakesbut

shrraisedme.

Refa:(kissedherintimately)You'llgoafteran

hour..

Heputherhandinhispantsandpulleddown

herpantiesbutshepulledupherpanties

reluctantly..

Oarabile:Ihavetogo



Refa:Canyourelax!

Shereachedforthedoorandheclosedit

turningheraroundforakissashepulleddown

herpanties,shepulledthem upandthey

bangedonthedoor...

Oarabile:(angrily)Refastop!What'swrongwith

you?

Hesnappedoutofitandcaughthisbreath

steppingbackthenhesatontheedgeofthe

tubandputhishandsoverhisface..

Refa:Idon'tunderstandwhyketshwanetsego

sokolakasex,iwasthinkingaboutyouthe

wholeday.Youcan'tleavemelikethis..

Oarabile:Youreallyneedtocontrolthesesex



urges..Youcan'tgoonlivinglikethis

Hestooduplookingatherstillbreathing

awkwardlywithaboner..

Refa:SoI'm theproblem now?

Oarabile:You'renot,babepleaseunderstand.

Keabidiwakolapeng..

Shegrabbedthe,doorknobandhesoftly

grabbedherwristandswalloweddesperately

lookinginhereyes..

Refa:Pleasedon'tleavemelikethis..Keago

kopababe..Feelit...Tshwaraoutwe...(heput

herhandonhishardon)Whatam igoingtodo

withitallnight?Helpme...



Oarabile:Auntietalkstoomuch,ifitaketoo

longshewillstartsayingthings.

Shewalkedoutandheslowlyrubbedhisface

withonehandtakingadeepbreath....

AtOarabile'sHouse...

Meanwhiletheauntlaughedtalkingtothe

phone...

Her:(laughed)Whenishemarryingyou?

Boago:Thedivorceisnotfinalyet.

Her:Juststaytherewithhim,ifyouleavehis

wifemightcomebackandreconcilewithhim.

Guardhim,amanissupposedtobeguarded

lifeapreciousstone..



Boago:Iwon'tleave...Kemonohela.

Her:Ee,iwantyoutogetmarriedfirst,youand

Akwana.Thiscommunitymusteattheirwords.

YobarengOarabileyoeneosurethata

Boago:Mxm ithinkshedidsomethingtoRefa,

thereisnowayhecanloveher

Her:Waiihewillleaveher,you'llsee...(lowered

hervoice)Sheiscoming,bye

Shehungupandsighed...

Oarabile:HelloNatasha...Bringherhere..

Oarabilegaveherthebabyandaplasticof

food..

Oarabile:Iboughtyouthose



Auntie:(lookedinside)They'resosmall,you

shouldn'thaveboughtthem ifyoudidn'twantto

spendonme.

ShestartedeatingasOarabilewalkedinthe

houseandstartedworking...

AtRefa'sHouse..

StillboilingRefaapproachedhisfatherashe

prunedsomebranches..

Refa:(sighed)Kantehowmuchdoesitcostto

getmarried?Nnakesetsekelapilekego

sheeramosadilemangwaneagwe.Everytimei

trytoenjoytimewithhertheycallherandshe

leaves.Shewon'tmoveinwithmebutI'm

lonelybecausethehouseisn'tthesamewithout



herandourdaughter..

Hisfather:(laughed)I'm fineson,thanks.how

areyou?

Refa:PapaI'm serious

Hisfather:Youhaven'tevenintroducedheryet

Refa:Iwasplanningtodothatbutthatwill

wastemytime,iwanttogetmarried.Sheis

18,sheisoldenough

Hisfather:Nnyaaeneosiameandshesounds

matureandsherespectsherparentswhichis

good.Youfoundagoodone.

Refa:Itmakesmesoangryhowsoftsheis,I'm

tiredofdealingwithheraunt..I'm takingaloan

Hisfather:(laughed)Youdon'thavetogeta

loan,wehaveenoughcattletocoverthemajor

expensesofthewedding.Let'sgositandtalk...

Hisfatherdustedhishandsandledhim tothe



house...

AtChelsea'swork....

AkwanawaitedbytheparkinglotasChelsea

andtheotherworkerswalkedoutoftheshop

andlockedup.ShesmiledatChelsea'slong

dressandchubbycheeks...

Akwana:Ican'tbelieveIalwaysthoughtyou're

skinny,sinceyoustartedworkinghereyoubeen

gainingweighteverymonth,lastmonthyou

didn'tlookthisfat...Youbettercontrolyour

eatinghabit..

Chelsea:(laughed)Justleavemealone..Let's

passbytheZezurosthere,I'm cravingphane..

I'm usingmylastP5fortaxi,areyoufinewith

walking?



Akwana:Yes,iwalkedhere..

ThegirlsboughtapackofPhaneandwalkeda

fewkilometreshome.OnceatthedoorChelsea

bentovercatchingherbreath...

Chelsea:(grunting)I'llneverwalksuchalong

distance...Ifeelsick...Ifeeldizzyand...

Akwana:Letmeunlockthedoorfaster...Le

wenammaomokimahelathata.You'vegained

alotofweight,it'sunhealthy.Youneedtolose

weightmma,icanhearyoubreathingfrom here.

Chelsea:Yeah,I'llloseweight.

Akwanahelpedherwalkinandsitonthebed...

Chelsea:EishireallywantPhane,themmahelp



mecook.IswearifIcanhavephaneI'llbefine.

Akwana:Ok..

Akwanachangedheruniform andstarted

cookingasChelseagotinthebathroom and

startedbathing..

***

Intheprivacyofthebathroom Chelsearubbed

soaponherfaceandAkwanawalkedinholding

abigspoonwithphaneworms..

Akwana:Tastethe-

HereyesfellonChelsea'sbigbumpasshe

quicklywashedherfaceandwrappedherbump



withatowelshaking...

Akwana:You'repregnant?

Chelseaswallowedlookingatherwithherbig

eyes...

Akwana:Butwhywouldyouhideyour

pregnancy?Andwhogotyoupregnant?you

alwaystalkasifyou'resingle..WaitseI'm

shockednnakeitseolesingle

Chelsea:Ididn'tknowhowtostarttellingyou..

Akwana:Howmanymonths?

Chelsea:6

Akwana:sikisi...Hee!Waitsekana..thepotis

burning!



ShehurriedtothekitchenasChelseafinished

bathingandwenttothelivingroom.

Akwanalaterhandedherthefoodandsheate

whilethesurprisedcousinwatchedherin

shock..

Akwana:Waitsekemathata...Sokemang?

Chelsea:Idon'twanttotalkaboutit..

AuntDoriswalkedinwithaplasticofnewborn

babiesandsatdownhandingtheplasticto

Chelsea....

AuntDoris:Iboughtthis..Anditstimeyou

startedhelpingmebuythebaby'sthings.

Chelsea:I'm payingTumiP300eachmonth



theniremainwithtransportmoney.

Therewassilenceasheruncleandhiswife

walkedin,theelderssatdownandsighed...

AuntDoris:Madicurlicalledyouruncleand

aunttohelpmetalktoyou.You'resixmonths

pregnantandyouhaven'tboughtanythingfor

thebaby.You'restrugglingandyoudon'teat

properly.Weneedtoknowwhodidthissohe

cantakeresponsibilityforhisactions.Youdon't

wanttotellmemaybeyou'lltellthem.

Chelseaswallowedasherunclelookedather...

Uncle:Madicurl?

Chelsea:Rra?



Uncle:(pointedatherbump)Mshanyanawa

ditirotsekemang?(tookoutapenandapaper)

Iwanthisfullnamessoicanwritehisfathera

letter.Youknowthisishowthingsaredone,

thatboymustcomeherewithhisfamilyand

takeresponsibility.KeSetswana.Keenemang?

Chelsealookeddownandputherhandoverher

facecrying...

*

*

*

*

*

.
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AtAuntDoris'sHouse...

TheeldersquietlylookedatChelseaasshe

cried.

Uncle:(angrily)Madicurlotogaontena,you're

notachildandididnotleavemycattlejustto

playwithyou.You'rewastingmytime...We

cannotsithereforhoursbeggingyoutospeak

Aunt:(rubbedChelsea'sarm)Whyareyou

afraidtotalk?Didsomethinghappen?Wereyou

raped?

Chelsea:(rubbedhereyes)No..

Aunt:Kemang?

AuntDoris:(sadly)Whathurtsmethemostis



howmuchshestruggles,peopleChelseacan

cravesomethingandlivewiththatpainuntilthe

cravinggoesaway.Shesometimeswalkstothe

hospitalandwhensheissickit'smewhohas

toseewhattodo.HerBPisalwayshighwhich

isriskyforthebabybecauseshehasalotof

stress.Ican'thelpheranymore,I'llbecalledan

evilaunthelabutI'm notdoingitaloneanymore

becausesheisnotcooperating.

Uncle:Whogotyoupregnant?

Chelsea:Noone

Uncle:Soyou'renotpregnant?

Chelsea:ThismonthI'm finishingtopayTumi

thenI'llbuythebaby'sthings.

TheuncleturnedtoAkwanawhowasstanding

atthekitchendoor...



Uncle:Akwanawhoisresponsibleforthis

pregnancy?

Akwana:Uncleidon'tknow

Uncle:Howcanyounotknow?Youhang

together,surelyyouknow.Tellus,stopplaying

gameswithusweareadults.

Akwana:Idon'tknow,shedidn'ttellme

anything.

Uncle:Madicurlyou'rewastingmytime.

Chelsea:(crying)Can'tijustbeleftalone?I'm

alreadygoingthroughalot...Idon'twanttobe

stressed.IcantakecareofmybabyandI'llbefi

---

Herbreathingincreasedassheflappedfanning

herself,herauntpanickedlookingatherasshe

coughed...



AuntDoris:It'shappeningagain,wahupela...

Thisgirlisgoingtokillmewithstress...

Akwanaranoverandsupportedherasthe

unclestoodhelpingher...

Uncle:Let'stakehertothecar

Chelseawhizzedonherwaytothecarasthey

supportedher...

AtRefa'sHouse..

MeanwhileBandabriefedhiswife...

Refa'smother:Butdoesheknowthisgirl

enoughtomarryher?Howlonghashebeen



datingher?

Refa'sfather:Aboutsixmonths.

Her:Isitthegirlfrom thatside,wagaMmaAki?

Him:Yes,that'stheone.

Her:Idon'tlikethathomeatall,theauntand

thedaughtersarejustnotgoodpeople.

Him:Butthisparticulargirlisfine,ihaven't

personallymetherbutRefaanditalkandI've

seenthem togetherfrom adistance.Shetakes

goodcareofhim andsheseemstobevery

obedient.

Her:Really?Idon'treallyknoweachgirlijust

knowsheraiseschildrenbadly,can'thebring

thisgirloversowecanseeher?Howcanwe

marryagirlwedon'tknow?

Him:Itoldhim aboutit..Hesaidshewillcome

thisafternoonortomorrow

Her:Ihopesheisagoodgirl..



Him:ItrustRefa'sjudgementofcharacter

besidesisuspecthelongwantedher-from what

iheartheywerefriendsbeforethis.

Her:Ohok...

Him:(stoodup)Letmegotalktotheeldersand

makeafewcallstobriefthefamily,hesounds

frustratedandwantstostartrightaway...

(tappedhispocket)Wherearemykeys?

Her:Theytookyourcar,ithoughtyouborrowed

ittohim.

Him:Refaotsamaelarurigaaadimilekoloi,he

shouldnevertakemycar.

Her:Takemine..

Hewalkedinthehousetalkingtothephone....

Atthemall...



RonapulledintoaparkinglotwithRefasitting

inthefrontseat,RotlheandKaofelainthe

back.Theysteppedoutofthecarandclosed

doorsalllookingatagirlwalkingpastthem in

longtightsshakingherfreshfirm behind...

Rona:Ngngng...

Refa:Icanhitthatallnight...

Rotlhe:Sheissobeautiful,I'ddefinitelysinkinto

that

Rona:Ilikethesetights,didyouseeher

cameltoe?Otetsekukuhelamopenting

Refa:Felagohitonher

Kaofela:No

Refa:Areyoustillavirginat17?Gogetthatgirl

Kaofela:Whatifshesaysno



Rotlhe:Whywouldshesayno?Gotalktoher,

thisishowyoustart..Itsscaryatfirst

Rona:(grabbedhisneckandpushedhim)Akoo

ithaganelemr

Refa:(pushedhim)Go,sheisgettingaway..just

gethernumber,you'llfigureouttherestlater.

(gavehim P20)Thinkoutsidethebox..

Kaofelaclearedhisthroatandfollowedthegirl

totheshopashisbigbrothersturnedtothe

bridalshop...

Refa:Idon'tknowRabi'stastewhenitcomesto

rings,wehavenevertalkedaboutmarriage

Rona:Youjustpickwhatyouthinkwillmatch

herfinger

Rotlhe:Somethingwithareasonablepriceso

youdon'twastemoney.



Refa:True..

Rona:Istilldon'ttrusther

Rotlhe:Saysaguydatingsomeone'sbaby

mama

Refa:(laughed)Waitwhat?Ididn'tknowshe

hasachild...Dude!

Rona:I'm justprotectingyou...Idon'twantyou

tomakethesamemistakesimadebutthen

womenaredifferentright.....(hisbrothers

stoppedsmiling)I'm goingtosmoke,leta

mphithelakonte..

HewalkedoutthenRefaandRotlheleanedover

theglasslookingatengagementrings..

Rotlhe:IreallythinkRonaisgoingthrough

someseriousshit,hehasbeensmokingalot

latelyandhekeepstalkingbadaboutbaby



mamasandbabydaddies.

Refa:Ipickedthat.I'lltalktohim whenheis

relaxed...

Theshopassistantapproachedthem andRefa

pointedatthering...

Refa:Iwantthatone..Mayihavealookatit?

Theshopassistantpulleditout...

Atthehospital...

LateronauntDorisandAkwanawalkedinthe

room asthenursewalkedout...



AuntDoris:Areyouok?

Chelsea:Eemma,bareBPwashighbutithink

I'llbefine..

Akwana:Youscaredme...

Chelsea:AuntieiknowI'm aburdenatthe

momentbutIwishyoucouldjustrespectthati

don'twanttobotherthefatherofthisbaby.I

alreadyhaveenoughstress,I'm tryingtogo

throughthiskelestrongbutifyoukeepcalling

peopleandembarrassingmelikethisyou're

makingitdifficult.(tearfully)Beforeiknowit

everyonewillknowI'm carryingafatherless

baby,idon'twantpeopletalkingaboutme.I'll

givethischildthebestlifeicanafford...

Akwana:ButChelseaauntieisjustworried,how

canthismangetyoupregnantand-

Chelsea:Please...Iwanteveryonetorespect

mydecision.I'm theonlyparentforthisboyand

iwilltakecareofhim.Hewon'tlackanything,



notaslongasihavetwohands.Pleasestop

askingmeaboutthefather,that'sallI'm asking

for..

Sherubbedhertearswiththesheetsasaunt

Dorispulledhercloserhuggingher...

AuntDoris:(sighedandlookedup)Mysister

whereveryou'repleasehelpmedealwith

Chelsea,idon'tknowwhatishappeningwith

yourdaughter.Tumileeneabandonedherlittle

sisteroveramarecar.(sighed)Hei..

Shepulledachairandsatdownlookingather...

AuntDoris:Ihearyou...Ifthatmancan'treally

manupwewilltakecareofthisbaby.Idon't

havemuchbutiwillhelp,iwillmovefrom the



farm andcomestaywithyouhereinMaun.I

willbabysitsoyoucancontinuewithschool

andwhenyougototheuniversityIwillremain

withhim.I'm alreadyhappytobeyourmother

becauseiwasneverlucky,ilikehavingyou

aroundandican'twaittobecalledgrannyby

thisboy.

Chelsea'seyesfilledwithtearsassheleaped

andhuggedherauntcrying...

Chelsea:Thankyou...

AuntChelsea:Stopstressingitwillaffectthe

baby..

Akwanawatchedinenvyasherauntandcousin

huggedandtalkedlikemotheranddaughter,

somethingshecouldonlydream of.AuntDoris



rubbedChelsea'stearsandrubbedherbump...

AuntDoris:Thisboywillbefine...Heisgoingto

beourprotection.Weneedamanaroundthe

yard

TheybothlaughedasChelsearubbedhertears

andsmiled.

AuntDoris:(stood)I'm goingtobuyyoufresh

chipsatthegate,I'llbeback.

Chelsea:Ok

ShewalkedoutandAkwanasteppedover

smiling..

Akwana:IlikeauntDoris,Iwishshewasmy



mother

Chelsea:Ilikehertoo..

Akwana:Soyouwon'teventellmetoo?Gase

guywaP200newena?

Chelsea:Idon'twanttotalkaboutit..

Oarabilewalkedinwithanewhairdoand

handbag..

Oarabile:HiChelsea,whathappened?

Chelsea:MyBPwashighbutI'llbefine

Akwana:WheredidyouleaveNatasha?

Oarabile:Ohherdadtookherwhenitoldhim

I'm comingtoseeChelsea.(smiled)Iheardhis

fathertellinghim theywillvisitthefamily

tomorrow

Akwana:Meaningwhat?



Chelsea:Likebannabaengforgobata?

Oarabile:YesbutI'm notsure,ijustoverheard

"Retsogareisabathobagoipegagorerebate

tsamaiso"thenRefakindlookatmeweiredand

stoodupsoiwouldn'thearhisconversation

withhisfather.

Akwana:Maybeyouheardwrong,wouldn'the

tellyoufirst?

Oarabile:Exactly,uh...MaybeI'm wrong..

Chelseahowareyoudoing?Ididn'tknowyou're

pregnant,didn'tyousayosinglemogirl?

Chelsea:(laughed)Iam..Anddon'taskme

aboutthedad

Oarabile:It'stheP200guy,thewayyou

describedthatsexI'm notsurprisedyou're

pregnant

Akwana:Theyusedcondoms

Oarabile:Didyouhearthedetailsofthatsex?



Thatmanisabeastandyesoneofthe

condomsbursted.Youcan'tfoolme,justfind

thatmanandtellhim whathappenedbecause

I'm surehedoesn'tknowhemadeababy.Don't

judgehim tooquick,maybehewillactuallytake

careofhisbaby..

Chelsea:It'salotmorecomplicatedthanthat

andit'snottheP200guy,pleaselet'stalkabout

somethingelse..

Therewasaknockandtheyallturnedas

Chelsea'sbosswalkedinwithasmile.

Boss:Hi,

Chelsea:Hi,

Boss:Canwetalkinprivate?

Chelsea:Eemma...GuysI'lltalktoyouwhenI

getdischarged.



Both:Bye

Theywalkedoutasherbossanxiouslywaited

forthedoortoclosethenshepulledachairand

satdown...

Boss:Thereissomethingibeenmeaningto

talktoyouabout..

Chelsea:Iknowimissedworkyesterdaybuti

wassick,igaveMartinasickleave.

Boss:It'sok...Um...Ibeenthinkingaboutwhat

yousaidtheotherdaywhenyousaidyou're

goingtobeasinglemother,youwanttogoto

schoolbutthefatherisn'tpartofthechild'slife.

Myhusbandandicannothavechildrenandwe

weresuggestingthatyouletusadoptyourbaby,

yousaidit'saboyright?

Chelsea:Yes



Boss:Ifyouletusadopthim andgethim

immediatelyafterbirthwecanpayforyour

schoolandbuildyouaroom inexchange....

Yourdebtwillalsobecancelledoff.

Chelsea:It'shardbeingalonebutidon'twantto

givehim away,ilovehim andihavealready

bondedwithhim.

Boss:Whataboutschool?

Chelsea:Myauntwillhelpmewiththebaby

Boss:Butyouoweme

Chelsea:I'm abouttofinishmydebt,ipaidyou

halfalready.I'm leftwith6months

Boss:Sowillyouworkuntilyou're9monthsand

aftergivingbirth?Wenevertalkedabout

maternityleave.Andsinceyougotpregnant

andaredelayingtopayforthe12monthswe

agreedoniwantallofmymoney,iwasmaking

youpayforhalfbecauseithoughtyouwerea

nicepersonkantegakeitsesepe.AndI'm



takingstockthisweek,ihopenothinggoes

missingattheshopbecausethenyouwillowe

mealot.

Chelsea:(tearfully)Ihaven'tstolenanythingat

theshop,whyareyouchangingyourmind

aboutmakingmepayhalf?Idon'thavemoney.

Can'tyouhelpme?

Boss:Helpyouwhenyoudon'twanttohelpme?

Chelseaicansueyouandtheonlywaytopay

meisjailtime.I'm tryingtofindawayinwhich

youandicanhelpeachother.Whycan'tyou

thinkaboutyourchildbeforeanything?you're

strugglingandI'm willingtogivehim abetter

life...Privateschools,tripstoDisneylandand

alltheotherplacesonecanthinkof.Hewillbe

welloff..

Chelsea:Iwantmychildtoknowme

Boss:Ofcoursehewillknowyou,wewillsign

theadoptionpapersanddoeverythingbutiwill



alwaysmakesureheknowsyou,I'llallowyouto

visit.ChelseaI'm tryingtobecivilhere...Think

aboutyourboy...Thisisn'taboutyou.Youcan't

affordtosupporthim aloneandiwanttohelp

you..

Chelseatearfullylookedatherandreluctantly

rubbedherbumpashersonkicked...

Chelsea:Can'ticontinueworkingformore

yearsjusttopayoffmydebt?

Boss:No,gonejaanayou'reinthehospital.

You'rebringingdownmybusinessandI'llhave

tofireyoubutistillwantmymoney.You're

beingselfishrightnowandyou'remakingme

feelthesameway...I'm willingtosupportyou

from todayuntilthisboyisbornthenwesign

thepapersanditakehim toabetterhouse.You

willbeallowedtoseehim,mydoorisopento



you..Myhusbandandiwilllovethisboywithall

ourhearts.Wehavealwayswantedachildandi

promiseyou..Hewillbeingoodhands...

ShegentlytouchedChelsea'shandandsighed

lookinginhereyes...

Boss:Thinkaboutyourson,iwillbuyeverything

ababyneeds..hewillliveagoodlifeandyou

canfinallyfinishschool.

Chelsea'stearrolleddownandherbossrubbed

hertearmovingclosertoherandputtingher

arm aroundher...

Boss:Iknowit'shardnanabutthat'swhat

beingamotherisallabout,youmakehard

decisionswithoutconsideringyourfeelings.



Youconsideryourchild'sbestinterests..What

kindoflifewillyougivehim?Whatdoyouhave?

Chelsea:Myauntwon'tevenallowmebecaus-

Boss:Shedoesn'thaveasay,you'retheonly

onewiththelegalrightstogiveawaythebaby.

Thefathertoobutheisabsentsoheisoutof

theequation..Theballisinyourhands..Think

withyourheadnotfeelings..Yousaidthisman

hasafamily,whatdoyouthinkpeoplewillsay

whentheyfindoutyouhavehisbaby?Itwillbe

yourfault..Nobodyhastoknowaboutit,you

canjustsignhim overtome,wedothe

evaluationuntiltheadoptionisapprovedbythe

court.Iftheyaskyoutellthem youdidforyour

sonbuttellthem afterwehavesignedpapers

sotheydon'tstressyou..

Chelsea:Themanismarryingmycousinandif

everyonefindsoutI'llbethetalkoftownmme

nnannekesaitsesepeaboutmycousinandI

didn'tknowiwaspregnantuntiliwas3months.



I'm goingtobecallednamesandmycousins

aregoingtohateme.

Boss:Exactlyandwhywouldyouwanttobethe

reasonyourcousindidn'tgetmarried?Why

shouldyouspoilherlifewhenyouhavea

choice?

Chelseaburstintotearsasthebosshugged

her..

Chelsea:Ok,I'llgivehim toyoubutyouhaveto

promisemethatI'llalwaysseehim wheniwant.

Boss:Ofcoursenana,you'llalwaysseehim.

Shoulditalktomylawyer?

Chelsea:Yes

Boss:Thankyou..Andyoudon'thavetowork

anymore,youdon'toweme.IoweyouandI'm

goingtohelpyouraiseyourson.



Chelsea:(tearfully)Thankyou..

Thebossstoodupsmilingandwalkedout

dialingherlawyer,assoonasthedoorclosed

sheburstintotearsputtingapillowoverher

face...

Chelsea:(crying)I'm sorrymyboy,I'm doing

what'sbestforyou.Ican'taffordtotakecareof

youandidon'twantyoutobethereasonother

peoplecan'tbehappy.

Herauntwalkedinthenshequicklystopped

cryingandfakedasmile.

*

*

*



*
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AtRefa'sHouse...

LaterthatnightRefasetthetableasNatasha

staggeredfollowinghim aroundsuckinga

remotecontrol.

Therewasaknockonthedoorthenhepicked

herupandopenedthedoor...



VisiblyfrustratedRonablewthelastpuffofhis

smokeanddroppedthecigarettebudonthe

groundbeforesquishingitwithhisshoe.

Refa:Areyouok?

Rona:(loweredhisvoice)Yeah...

Refaopenedthedoorwiderandhedraggedhis

feetinandsatonthecouch,thefrustrationon

hisfacewasn'thardtonotice..

Refa:I'm takingNatashatothebedroom,the

cigaretteisstillstrongandidon'twanthertoo

closetothesmoke.

Rona:Alright..



Refapickedthelaptopandheadedtothe

bedroom withafewtoysaswell,afewminutes

afterhecamebackandsatnexttohisbrother...

Refa:What'sgoingon?Youlooklikeshit...

Rona:(puthishandsoverhisfaceandsighed)

Nomsaischeatingonme.Ijustcaughtherwith

herbabydaddy...Havingsex...Onourbed...

HebithislipstearfullyandlookedatRefa...

Rona:Shetoldmeshewantstogetbackwith

herbabydaddysotheycanraisetheirson..

Aftereverythingwebeenthrough.Ifoundher

whenshewaspregnantandtookcareofher

despiteeverythingiwentthroughinmyfirst

relationship.Shesaidshecanneverdothatto

me.



Refa:Idon'tknowwhattosay...I'm reallysorry.

Gawalwaleeneakere?

Rona:Ididn'tevenhavethestrengthtofight

becauseiwasjustshocked.I'm stillshocked..

Shehasbeenactingweirdforawhilebuti

didn’tthinkI'dreachthatlevel...

Refa:Butatleastyousawitcoming..Youhada

feelingright?

Rona:Yeahbut...Uheventhenitstillhurts.I

don'tthinkI'lleverdateawomanwhohasa

child,I'llneverdothat.I'm justdone.

TherewasaknockonthedooragainthenRefa

turnedandrubbedhishandstogether..

Refa:IthinkitsRabi...I'm proposingtonight,the

eldersaregoingtoseeherparentstomorrow

morning.



Rona:(quicklystood)Ohletmego

Refa:Wewilldefinitelytalktomorrow,sorryfor

hurryingyou..Justhangonforalittlewhile.

Rona:(bumpedshoulders)Boydon'tworryme...

Justdoyourthing...(smiled)Atleastnowyou'll

ownthat..

Refa:(laughed)Exactly...

Rona:Congratulations

Refa:Sure

HeopenedthedoorandsmiledatOarabile..

Rona:Hi...

Oarabile:Hello

Rona:Mybrotherlovesyou,don'tbreakhis

heart.

Oarabile:Idon'tdothat,canyouguaranteeme



thesamefrom him?

Thebrotherslookedatoneanotherandlaughed

withsimilarsmiles...

Rona:Hedoesn’tcheat...Heiswasavirginuntil

hemetyou?

Oarabile:(laughed)Mxm...

Rona:Goodnightguys

Both:Night...

Shewalkedinholdingherjacketashesmiled

lookinginhereyesandclosedthedoor..

Refa:Gohaveaseat,I'm goingtogetNatasha..



Oarabileslowlyapproachedthediningtableand

satatthecandlelittableasRefawalkedover

withtheirdaughterandputheronthechairthen

pusheditcloser.

Refa:(sighed)Alright..Canwepray...

Shefrownedbeforeholdinghishandand

Natasha's,itwasawkwardthathe'dnever

suggestedaprayerbeforebutdidthatnight..

Wellthewholearrangementwasawkward..The

candles,freshflowersinavaseandhehad

cookedtoo...Notthatshewascomplaining,it

wasbeautiful...Justunusualwhichgother

anxiousandintense.

Refa:DearLordwethankyouforallthe

beautifulthingsyou'vedoneinourlives,thank

youformakingmeafather.Guidemeand



teachmehowtolove.Givemethestrengthto

resistalltemptationsandgivemeeyesonlyfor

mygirl.I'm abouttotakegiantstepsinmylife

andican'tdoitwithoutyou.Don'tleavemyside,

walkwithmeandshowmetherightpath.In

JesusnameweprayAmen

Oarabile:Amen

Nowherheartpoundedevenmore,that

soundedlikeamanonamissionandasshe

lookedinhiseyesthatnightallshecoulddo

wasblush.Sheliftedthecoverofherplateand

droppedhermouthtoanengagementringon

themiddleofherplate..

Refasmiledandgotupwalkingaroundthe

tablethenhepickedtheringandgotonone

knee..



Refa:Willyoudomethehonourofbecoming

theoneandonlyMrsRefaBanda?

Oarabile'seyesfilledwithtearsasshequietly

lookedinhiseyes,itwasn'treallythe

excitementbutshockofhowiteasilycame

thoughshehadn'tworkedharderthanshehad

beenmadetobelieveonehastoworkforaring.

AtearrolleddownandRefasmiledrubbingit

offher..

Refa:Isthatano?

Sheburstintotearscryingandputherarm over

herfacelikeachildcryinghysterically,Natasha

frownedandburstintotearslookingather

mothercryingthenRefaquicklypickedherup

andkissedherasOarabilestooduprubbingher

eyes..



Oarabile:Yes,I'llmarryyou...I'm sorryforcrying,

ithoughtmaybeyou'lltakemehometoyour

parentsfirstsotheycanapproveorsomethi-

HeslidtheringonherfingerandFrenchkissed

hercarryingNatashaonhisleftarm..

Oarabile:(laughedandgotthebaby)Heybabe...

Didiscareyou?Sorry...Daddyismakingme

cry...

Natasha:Dada

Oarabile:Yesdaddy

Refa:(kissedeachofthem ontheforehead)

Andnowwehavetotalkaboutthewedding..

(lookedatthetime)Orwecandoittomorrow

sinceitslate,yourauntwillprobablycallyou

anytimenow.



Oarabile:Myauntcanwait,I'm talkingtomy

husband.

Refalaughedandkissedherastheyheadedto

thebedroom..

AttheHospital...

Laterthatnightthedoctorscribbledsomething

onChelsea'scardandhandedittoher.

Doctor:You'redoinggoodsoI'm notadmitting

you,igaveyouafewmedicationsherebuttry

toavoidanythingthatstressesyou.Remember

youhaveafullhumaninsideyou,heneedsyour

care.

Chelsea:Thankyou



Doctor:Eatproperlyaswell,eatanddrinkwater

toavoiddizziness.Anythingelseishouldknow

aboutbeforeigototheotherpatients?

Chelsea:No

Doctor:Ok,bye

Hehunghisstethoscopearoundhisneckand

walkedoutasChelseagotoffthebedandput

onhershoes..…

Atthetaxistop...

LateronChelseawaitedinfrontofthehospital

taxistopasachillywindrustledplasticsaround,

shefoldedherarmsstandingaloneinthedark

underthepoorlightofthestreetblinkinglights.



Alittlespookyshelookedaroundasnota

singlepersonpassedby,shelookedatthetime

againitwasalittleaftermidnight..

Herheartslowlypoundedasamanapproached,

shelookedonbothendsoftheroadandthere

wasnotasinglecarcoming.Withthecurrent

reportsofrapesandkillingsringinginherhead

herkneejointsgotcoldandacoldchillran

downherspineasthemanapproached.

Hewastallwithathermalhatonandshecould

barelyseehisfaceunderthepoorlighting

exceptforthesmokehekeptblowing.Her

bladdergotpressedashewentstraightforher..

Him:(passingby)Eita..

Chelsea:(flatvoice)Ya..



Hepassedbylookingatherbump.Shesighed

inreliefbutagroupofguysapproachedagain

screamingandwhistling.Herheartpounded

againassherubbedherbump...

Chelsea:(whispered)Godpleaseprotectmy

baby..

Thesmokingmanstoppedandsquashedhis

cigarettethenhewalkedbacktoherasshe

facedthedirectiontheloudboyswerecoming

from..

Smoker:Hi..

Shejumpedstartledandfacedhim panting..



Smoker:I'm sorryifIscaredyou.Mynameis

Rona.Canikeepyoucompanyuntiltheseboys

havepassed?

Chelsea:(tearfully)Pleasedo...I'm Chelsea

Shegrabbedhisarm andstoodclosertohim,

hecouldfeelhershakingfrom thepalm ofhis

handandhuggedher,nowthepoundingofher

heartwasrightonhim..

Rona:Theywon'tdoanything..Relax...

Hetookoffhisjacketandputaroundherasthe

boysinspottieswalkedbylookingatthem,he

boldlylookedatthem andtheypassedby

withoutsayinganything.Chelseasighedin

reliefandtouchedherchest..



Chelsea:Thankyou...

Rona:Whyisn'tyourboyfriendherewithyou?

Youcan'tbestandingbytheroadatthistimeof

thenight.

Chelsea:I'm asinglemother,thankyoufor

keepingmesafe.

Shehadbeautifuleyesandlongdarkeyelashes

hecouldn'tignoreandherskinwasflawless

withabeautifulEnglishnoseandtinypinkish

lips.Hissubconsciousscoldedhisfoolishheart

againbut...

Rona:Canicallmyfathertotakeyouhome?

Chelsea:Youwanttowaketheeldersatthis

time?

Rona:Yes,thisbabyshouldn'tbehere.She



shouldbehomesafe.

Chelsea'sheartsunkasshelookedinhissleepy

eyesandsmiled,therewassomethingabout

hishandsomefaceormaybeitwashisvoice.

Whateveritwasshejustgothertongue-tied

andwokethebutterfliesinherstomach..

Hetookouthisphoneanddialedhisfather

puttinghim onloudspeaker..

Oldman:Hello?

Rona:Dadhi,canyoucomepickmeuponthe

waytothehospital?BythebushestsaWildlife,

onthetaxistop

Oldman:I'm sleeping,findyourwayhomewena

obatangkoo

Rona:Ijustsawa..(lookingatChelsea)



Beautifulhelplesspregnantwomanbytheroad,

ifileaveherhereandseethenewstomorrow

aboutabutcheredwomanI'dneverforgive

myself.Wouldyou?

Oldman:Uh...Idon'thavefuelkana..I'm

coming

Rona:(smiled)You'rethebest

Hehungupastheybothsmiledsoftly,..

Chelsea:(softly)You'remanipulative

Rona:Itthat'swhatittakes..

Minuteslaterhisfatherpulledoverinhiswife's

carandtheygotin..

AtAuntDoris'shouse..



MrBandaparkedatthegateandsighedas

ChelseaandRonasteppedout..

Chelsea:Thankyou

Him:Goodnight

Theyeachwalkedaroundthecarandmetatthe

gateashisfatherintentionallykeptthelightson.

Curioustoseewhatwasuphesmiledashis

sonhuggedhersoftlyandtalkedtoherbriefly.

Ronaturnedaroundfacinghim andputtinghis

arm onhisfaceshowinghim hewas

brighteningthem,hesmiledandswitchedoff

thecarlights..



Meanwhileintheprivacyofthedarknight

Chelseasighedandsmiled..

Chelsea:Thanksfrom meandmyboy,I'm going

tonamehim Ronaandtellhim allaboutaman

whokeptussafewhenwewerestranded.

Rona:(laughedandgentlyputafistonher

bumppretendingtobefistbumpingwiththe

baby)HeyRonayou'rewelcomemyboy...

Chelsea:(blushing)Herespondedsaying

goodnight

Rona:(smiled)Goodnight

Chelsea:(softly)Caninowgiveyousomething

asathankyou?

Rona:Sure..

Shestretchedupforasimplebabykissbuthe

leanedoverstuckonherlipsandturneditintoa



Frenchkissholdingherjawandwaist,hisfather

curiouslybrightenedthem andtheyquickly

pulledawayfrom oneanother..

Rona:(muttered)Shit!

Heshamefullyrubbedhislipsassheshyly

laughedturningawayonlytoseeheraunt

approaching..

Chelsea:(whispered)Jesus!myauntsawusas

well..

Rona:(muttered)Damn..

AuntDorisgotoutofthegateandshookRona's

handwhocouldbarelylookherintheeyethen

Rona'sfathersteppedoutofthecarand

greetedtheauntasbothRonaandChelsea



shamefullylookeddowntotallyembarrassed...

*

*

*

*

*
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AtAuntDoris'sHouse...



Ronaclearedhisthroatashisfatherand

Chelsea'sauntexchangedgreetings.

Aunt:OhitsMrBanda

Banda:MmaKoko,howareyou?

Aunt:Pleasetellmethisisn'tyourson?

Banda:Heismyfirstborn,hewasalittleboy

garethibelelakomorakeng

Aunt:Theonewhodrunkstraightfrom the

cow'stits?

Banda:(laughed)That'stheone

Aunt:Youmeanit'sbeensolong?Helookslike

aman

Banda:Theygrowsofast

Aunt:Pleasegetin,iknowitslatebutthereis

somethingibeenwantingtotellyou.Let'sgo..

Chelsea:Aunthejus-



Aunt:(angrily)Don'ttalktome,I'm angrywith

yourightnow

Theyallwalkedinthehouseandsatonthe

couch,thingsgotevenmoreawkwardas

ChelsearealisedshewaswearingRona'sjacket

whichbothparentscouldsee.

Aunt:Mayifirstaskwhereyou'recomingfrom?

Banda:Mysoncalledmetodropherhomebut

hisstoryseemedkindofshaky,whatisgoing

on?

Aunt:Asyoucanseesheispregnantandihave

beenaskinghertotellmewhofatheredher

childbutshewouldn'tsay.It'sjustbychance

thattodayicaughtthem together,kerayagorei

wantyoutoknowhowmuchyoursonhas

disappointedmebecausenotonlyisshe

strugglingtobuythebaby'sthingsshehasbp,i



thoughttheyadmittedherinthehospital.I

guessshecalledhim whenshewasdischarged

andhewasgoingtodropheroffanddisappear

again.Thisbabyneedsclothes,motsetse

gaanasepeseananglesoneandidon'tlike

thewayyoursonisdistancinghimselffrom this.

ActuallyI'm verydisappointedthatamanof

yourstatuscanbeokwithhissontreatinga

helplessgirllikethis.Youseem toknowhegot

herpregnantandyou'redroppingherbutyou

don'taskifthebabyhaseverything.Youknow

inourcultureweshouldhavecalledboth

familiesandsatbothkidsdownbutstillyou

don'taskhim anything.

Chelsea'slookeddownasBandaturnedto

RonawhostaredatChelsea..

Banda:Ididn'tknowanythingaboutthisyoung



lady,imethertoday.That'swhenigot

suspiciousandihaven'tbeenstayingwithRona

butfrom herehim andiaregoingtohavea

serioustalk.Idon'tsupporttheideaof

scatteringkidsaroundandnotsupportingthem.

Wedon'tevenhaveagrandchildathomeidon't

understandwhyhekeptthisasecret.I'm just

surprisedasyou'rebutstillshecouldhavetold

youhisnamessoyoucancontactme,iwould

havebroughthim heremyselfandmadesure

hetakesresponsibility.Ihaveneverabandoned

myownbloodandI'dneverinfluencemy

childrentodothesame.I'm verysorrythatyour

daughterhadtogothroughallthat,I'm sure

thingswillbedifferent...(turnedtoRona)akere?

HeranoutofwordslookingatChelsea...

Banda:Pleasegetmynumberandcallme



tomorrowwhenyouhavearrangedeverything,

I'llpersonallybringhim here.

Aunt:Thankyou,iwaswithheruncletodayand

wewilldefinitelymeettomorrow.I'llpassyour

numbertoheruncle.Healreadyhastheletter.

Banda:Thankyou

BandalookedatChelseaandbackathisson..

Banda:Whywouldyouhidethisgirl?Sheisso

beautifulandshewasraisedbyagoodwoman,

thiswomanusedtobeourneighbouratthe

farm andweusedtosharefoodtogether.I

knowwhathasbeengettingdistractingyou,we

willdealwithit..(toChelsea)Chelsea?

Chelsea:Rra?

Banda:Wewillseeyoutomorrowok?Pleasetry

nottostressyourselfaboutwhateverRonais



doing,sometimesallyouhavetodoisinvolve

parents.MywifeandIareveryopenandwewill

neverletourgrandchildrensuffer.

Chelsea:Eerra..

Hestoodupandshookhandswiththeauntas

theybidthem goodbye.Theyallsteppedout

andchattedabitheadingtothegate.

Aunt:Goodnight

Banda:Goodnight

Rona:Mayitalktoherforaminute?

Aunt:Eerra

Hesteppedoverandloweredhisvoice..

Rona:MyFacebookusernameskeRonaBanda,



sendmeamessagenow

Chelsea:Ok

Hesteppedbackandfollowedhisfatheras

Chelseaandherauntwalkedbackinthehouse.

Inthecar...

Ronatookouthisphoneaahisfatherdrovethe

car...

Him:(angrily)Ican'tbelieveyouwantedto

abandonyourownchildforthatTrishgirl,what

iswrongwithyou?Soyou'dratherplaystepdad

thanloveyourownbaby?Whateveryou're

smokingisburningyourbraincells.



MeanwhileRonaputhisphoneonsilentand

clickedonChelsea'smessages..

Chelsea: I'm sorryforforgettingyouin

trouble,ishouldn'thavekissedyou.Nowthey

thinkyou'rethefather.

Rona: ‚It'sok,ifinditfunnythough. ‚

Thisiscrazy,it'slikeascenefrom amovie.I

lovealittledramainmylife,justwhatineeded.

Chelsea: Ican'tbelieveallthisisjustabig

joketoyou.Myparentsthinkyou'rethefather

ofmychild.

Rona: Bataabakelagojumpinto

conclusions.

Hesentamemeofagirljumpingintheriver

shapingherhandsfunnywithacaption"Our

parentsjumpingtoconclusionslike".



Rona: Youwon'tbelievemyfatheris

screamingatmenowgatwekelathilengwana.

Chelsea: Myauntisproudofherself,she

thinksshecaughtme. ‚Thisissick,Roni

can'tbelieveyou'remakingmefindhumourin

thissituation.Onaseriousnote,tomorrow

what'sgoingtohappen?

Rona:Idon'tknow.Ikindafeelbadforyou

though,warethepersonwhodidthisokae?

Chelsea:Hewasanightstandandhedoesn't

knowifellpregnantbecauseweuseda

condom,ithinkitbroke.

Rona:That'sbad,whyhaven'tyoutoldhim

aboutit?

Chelsea:Heismarryingmycousinandjustin

caseyouthinkI'm thatkindi.didn'tknowthey

weretogether.Webothdidn'tknowwewere



linkedbutthenextdaywejustagreeditnever

happened.Ilaterrealisediwaspregnantbuti

don'twanttospoilhislifeormycousin’slife.

Rona:That'ssometwistedshit

Chelsea:I'lltellmyauntthetruthtostopall

theseandgetyouoffthehook.

Rona:No,don'ttellthem yet.Letmethinkof

something.It'ssosad,idon'tknowhowtohelp

you.Sonobodyknowsthedad?

Chelsea:Noone

Rona:Whatifthisguyfindsoutandstarts

demandinghisbabyorworsehestartssaying

hewantstomarryyou?

Chelsea:Firstofallhewasanightstand,twohe

isinlovewithmycousin,threeheismarrying

mycousinandfouridon'tlikeleftovers.Iwould

neverdateaguywhom thefamilyknowsisor

wasmycousin'sman.I'm notthatkindofa

cousin.That'swhyIkeptquietbecauseididn't



wantdramagapeIlovemycousin.Ifeelclose

toherbecauseourmother'sweretwins.

Rona:You'reaninterestingcharacter,ijustlike

everythingaboutyouanditscaresme.You

can'tbethisperfect,tellmesomethingnegative

aboutyourself.

Chelsea:Ilongfailedform three,icrushedmy

sister'scarintoaBenzandnowiowethose

people.ThismonthI'llbefinishingoffmydebts

tomysister.Shehadsaid8Kandlateradded

moremoneybutI'm done.TheBenzpeople

saidifigivethem mysonmyremainingdebt

willbecancelledandiagreedbutidon'tknow

Rona:Baatsenwa,they'retakingadvantageof

you.Don'tgivethem yourbabyanddon'tletthe

wordsueorcourtscareyou.Goingtocourtwill

begoodforyoubecauseyouwereaminor

whenyoucommittedthatcrimeorwhatever

andifthecourtordersyoutopayyou'lltellthe

magistrateyoursituation.Shewillputallthat



intoconsiderationandmakeawiserdecision,i

don'tknowwhypeoplealwaysassumeifyou're

accusedofsomethingyouautomaticallygoto

jail.Courtsareactuallythebestplacesforcivil

disputes.Trustmetheycan'tgotocourt

becausetheyknowtheywilllose.I'llfindyou

airtimethenyoucallthatladyandrecordyour

conversationwithherwhilesheincriminates

herself.

Chelsea:Youreallythinkiwon'tgotojail?

Rona:Youwon't,relax.They'rescaringyou.

Howsureareyouthatthedebttheygaveyouis

evenlegit?Maybeyoulongpaidandthey're

usingyou.

Chelsea:Ican'tbelieveihaven'tthoughtabout

that,youopenedmyeyes.

Ronasmiledwithhisfaceburiedonthephone

ashisfatherstoodoutsidethecar...



Him:Rona?

Hejumpedandgotout...

Rona:Talklater,sendyournumberketeletseor

rebuekoapp

Chelsea:Ok

Heslidhisphoneinthepocketandwalkedin

thehouse...

AtChelsea'shouse...

Meanwhileshesenthernumberandnoticed

Ronahadacceptedherfriendrequestthenshe

smiledgoingthroughhispictures,herheart



almoststoppedasshecameacrossapicture

withalltheBandabrothers.Sheclickedon

Refa'stagjusttoconfirm anditwasdefinitely

him.

Chelsea:(whispered)What!IsMaunthesizeof

anegg?No...Thiscan'tbehappening.

ShereceivedamessageonWhatsAppand

clicked.

Rona:Abouttogotobed

Chelsea: Igottatellyousomething

Rona:What?

Chelsea:Justwentthroughyourpicturesand

noticedsomething

Rona:What?



Chelsea: YourbrotherRefaisthenightstand

Rona:(seen)

Chelsea:??

Rona:(seen)

Chelsea:Pleaserespond,doesitchangeour

friendship?

Rona:(seen)

Chelsea:

Shetearfullyputherphonedownandsighed

sadly.Somehowsheknewherhappinesswould

beshortlived,that'sjusthowshewasbutit

wasnicetofantasise.

AtOarabile'sHouse...

ThenextmorningOarabilewalkedinthehouse



withthebabyasAkwanaputonheruniform.

Akwana:Sekukuni!

Oarabile:(laughed)Pleasedon't...

Akwana:LetmebathNatasha,yougetready.I

don'twanttobelate.

Akwanaquicklyfixedthebabyforschoolwhile

Oarabilegotready,minuteslatertheschoolbus

honkedandtheyrushedhertherebefore

headingtoschool...

OnthewaytoschoolOarabilescratchedher

scalpnaughtilyshowingoffherring

Akwana:(clueless)Onaledandruffhe?

Oarabile:Ngng..



Sheclappedhandstryingtogethereyestofall

onthering..

Oarabile:(singing)Santhatsenyathogo...Sa

bobedibatamanno...Saborarolebaleba

ngwanakogaeskatswaka-

Akwana'seyeswidenedasshegrabbedher

handandjumpedupanddown...

Akwana:Heproposed?

Oarabile:Yes

Akwana:Ican'twait...Waithowareyougoing

tobeawifeandastudent?

Oarabile:Hesayswearedoingatraditional

weddingthenawhiteweddingonmyfinalyear.



Akwana:Rabiyou'reblessedandfinallyleaving

thathellwhole,nnaihopeIpassandleavetoo.

Wemadeitinlifewaitse..

Oarabile:Thanks,haveyoucheckedon

Madicurl

Akwana:Letmetexther

Theycrossedtheroadandwalkedintheschool

chatting...

AtRona'sHouse...

LaterafterworkRefawalkedinthehousefullof

theirparentsandfrownedsurprised..

Refa:Dumelang..

Elders:Hello



Hisfather:(concluded)I'llgettheothersand

therestofthefamilywillusetheothercar,Refa

willdrive.(lookingatthetime)let'shurryand

notkeepthem waiting.

Refa:(whisperedtoRona)What'sgoingon?

Rona:Wewilltalkafter,thereissomethingi

beenmeaningtotellyouforacoupleofweeks

kelebala.

Theyallwalkedoutandgotinthecars...

AtChelsea'sHouse...

MeanwhileChelseaslowlysatdownbetween

herauntiesandpressedherphone..

Chelsea:(textedRona) Sorryforeverything.I



didn’tknowyouwerebrothers.Iunderstandif

youdon'twantanythingtodowithme.I'llletmy

parentsknowthetruth.

Sheputdownthephoneandrubbedhereyes

lookingattheentirefamily.

Chelsea:(reluctantly)Thereissomethingihave

totellyou..

Theirsmalltalksstoppedastheyturnedand

facedhercuriously..

Chelsea:Thethingis-

Cardoorsclosedoutsideandtheelderssitting

bythewindowmovedthecurtains..



Aunt:They’rehere,it'ssuchalargefamily.Why

batilebalebantsijaana

AuntDoris:NeorengMadicurl?

Chelsea:Nothing..

MeanwhileTheBandaelderswalkedinputting

RonaonthemiddleasRefawalkedinbehind

them holdingthecarkeys.Hiseyesfellon

Chelsea'sashetookaseatandsighed..

Thelittlemeetingstartedwithalittleprayer

beforetheuncletooklead..

Uncle:Wehaven'tcalledformuchreally

besidesthefactthatourdaughterispregnant,

sheissixmonthspregnantandforthepastfew

monthswehavebeensupportingheralone



whileshemadethisbabywithsomeone.She

hasidentifiedthatsomeoneasyoursonRona.

Alliwantnowisforyoursontolookatusasa

familyandletusknowifheindeedgother

pregnantandwhatheintendstodowithhis

responsibilities.

Banda:Thankyou,Ronaoutuleakere?Lookat

Chelsea'sfamilyandtalktothem...(pointedat

theuncle)Talktothatmanabouthisdaughter..

RonalookedatChelseaandheruncle..

Rona:It'smybaby...I'm sorryihaven'tbeen

thereforher,ihadothercommitmentsthat

distractedmebutnowIfixedthat.

Uncle:Maikaelelokeengkangwanake?You're

nottalkingtomeatall...Aboutmydaughter?

Youdamagedher...areyoupayingdamageor

marryingher?



Rona:(swallowed)I'm goingtomarryher..

Refa'smouthdroppedinshock...

*

*
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AtAuntDoris'sHouse...



AfterthemeetingRefaleanedagainstthecar

foldinghisarmsobservingRonaandChelsea

standingtogethertalkingastheparentshappily

shookhands.Hisnostrilsspasmedashe

shrunkhiseyesangrilytryingtobreathcalmly...

Parentsfinishedtheirsmalltalkandgotinthe

carsashewaitedglaringathisbrotherwho

walkedovertohim...

Rona:Shouldihelpyoudrive?

Refa:Isthisyourideaofajoke?

Rona:(loweredhisvoice)Notnow(triedtograb

hishand)Canwedothisinprivate?

Refa:(angrilypulledhishandoff)Getyour

fuckinghandsoffme!What'sgoingon?

Rona:(loweredhisvoice)HonestlyRefacanwe

dothisinprivate?Chelsea'sparentsareover



thereandrightbehindmeareourunclesbo

papalebonekebale,canyoudomeafavour

andcontrolwhateveryou'refeelingbecause

you'rebeginningtocatcheveryone'sattention.

Don'tembarrassthefamilylikethat..

Refa:(whisperedonhisface)You'resick!

Hegotinthecarandflashedasmilecalmly

pullingtheseatbeltastheirparentswatched.

Ronagotinthedriver'sseatandfollowedhis

father...

AtRefa'sfather's...

OnceathomeRefawaitedinthecarasthe

eldersgotinthehouseforacupoftea,Rona

gotoutofthecarandopenedalldoorsthenhe

begundustingthecarpets.



Refasteppedoutwithaseriousfaceand

walkedaroundthecartohisbrother'sside...

Refa:Tellmewhat'sgoingon

Rona:Whatareyoutalkingabout?

Refa:Doyouhonestlyexpectmetobelieveall

thatpoorlyexecutedloadofshit?What'sreally

goingon?Can'tyouseethisgirlisusingyou?

Howmanypregnantwomenareyougoingto

carrythroughbeforetheygetbacktotheir

baby'sdaddies?

Rona:Sothat'swhatthisisabout?

Refa:Lastnightyouwereinmyhousecryingfor

Trishandnowyou'remarryingChelsea,doyou

evenhavethemoneyforitoritjustfeltgoodto

sayit?You'regoingwaytoofastandI'm

missingsomething.Whendidyoustartseeing



Chelsea?

Rona:Youshouldreallyworkonusingtheright

wordsonme,I'm thebiggerbrotherhere,

understand?

Refa:Doesn'tseem likeit,youdon'tknow

Chelsealikeido.Shewillhurtyou...

Rona:(calmly)Ohtrustme,Iknowherbetter

thanyoudo.Matteroffacttheonlythingyou

knowaboutherishername

Refa:(laughedagitated)Youknowherbetter?

Wow...Sohowlonghaveyoubeensleeping

withherthen?Becausethatbabyisn'tyoursto

beginwith.That'swhereyoukilledit...My

brotherwouldneverabandonhisbaby,thati

know.ThatbabyisnotyoursandI'm not

playingalongwiththatshitnoram ilettingyou

makeourparentsfools.Youhavenorespect

forthefamily,howdareyoupullsuchaserious

stuntanddraggingthewholefamilyalong,how



sickcanyoube?

Rona:What'sreallyhurtingyouaboutthiswhole

thing?Haveyouseenyourselfrightnow?You're

fuckingshaking,what'sthisreallyabout?

Refa:Howlonghaveyoubeensleepingwithher

Rona:7months,why?

Refa:(angrily)Whyareyoulyingtome?

(swallowedtearfully)Honestly,why?

Rona:That'smyson,ifyoudoubtitthat'syour

problem notmine.

HeturnedaroundandwalkedawayasRefa

followedhim..

Refa:IfyouwerehappywithChelseayou

wouldn'thavecriedforTrishlastnight,unless

youhavemultiplepersonalitydisorderwhichi

knowforafactyoudon't.Youknowisleptwith



herdon'tyou?Let'sputourcardsonthetable...

Ronahungthecarpetsandwentbacktothecar

asRotlhewalkedover..

Rona:Idon'tknowwhatyou'retalkingabout

Refa:Sheismyex

Rona:Pointofcorrection-Youwerea

nightstand,whatareyoutalkingabout?She

neverlovedyouorcaredaboutyou.Justa

memorythatfadedaway(snappedfingers)just

likethat.Wasshesupposedtoremember

somethingaboutyou?

Refatearfullystaredathim ashestaredback..

Rotlhe:Guysstop...Thiswon'tendwell...Rona



that'sbelowthebelt,comeon.

Rona:No,ijustwanttounderstandwhathis

problem iswithmedatingChelsea.Soyouthink

thefactthatyousleptwithheroncewillstop

mefrom makinghermywife?

Refa:Youdon'tevenknowherandshedoesn't

loveyou.You'rejustanotherrideforher.I'm

beginningtothinksomethingiswrongwithyour

fertility,it'snocoincidencethateachwoman

youdatecomespregnant.

Rona:(smiled)Itkillsyouthatshedoesn'tgive

ashitaboutyoudoesit?(angrily)Talkabout

pregnanciesniggaaren'tyouplayingdaddyto

yourcousin?Wearetruebrothers,meandyou

lovecleaningupmesses

Refa:RabiandNatashaarenotamess,that

bitchisamess.Didshetellyoushegaveme

rimming?



Ronapunchedhim andhepunchedbackas

RonaquicklypushedRefaandpushedhim

againstthecar..

Rotlhe:Guysstop...Stop!(toRona)Ronnie

stop...WhoisChelsea?Caniseeherpicture?

Refatookouthisphoneandclickedonher

picturethenheturnedputtinghisarmsoverthe

bonnetandrestinghisheaddown..

Rotlhe:ThankGodidon'tknowherandIhaven't

sleptwithher.

Rona:You'reacreep,whydoyouevenhaveher

pictureonyourphone?Aren'tyoumarryingher

cousin?

Refaslowlyturnedaroundandfacedhim...



Refa:Ronaweemareteagago,skatholao

mpuisa.Youknownothingaboutloyalty,

hankakearekerobetselengwanyanaaboo

mmataregardlessofhowshefeelsaboutme,

you'renotsupposedtocrossthat.(trembling

voice)You'remybigbrotheryou'resupposedto

blocktheknifenotslashmyheartwithit.

Rona:Loveknowsnoboundaries..

Refaturnedaroundbitinghislowerlipand

flippedthebucketofwateroverhim,Ronaand

Rotlhebothrubbedtheirfacesaswaterwashed

downtheirclothes....

***

Inthehousetheeldersdiscussedthebogadi



negotiations...

Uncle:Ihopeyoudidn'tforgetditšalebomme

kagoreletshwenetselagokopatsamaiso

kooraKoko.

Theauntiesputonthem andfixedtheir

headwraps...

Aunt:Ifimayask,howoldisthisgirl?

Uncle:19

Aunt:I'veneverseena19yearoldgetmarried,

whyisRefapickingsuchayounggirl?

RraAkofang:Thankyou,ihavebeenafraidto

sayanything.Thisgirlisevenastudentwho

wearsschooluniform...Kebothodigontshetsa

leseamagadi.Kerayangwanahelayoereng

beleelelaasianekascuptinebeleere



tilingtiling.

Uncle2:Ehe?Abolereng?Waitwait

Refa'sfather:Lesealeohasachildtoodon't

forgetthatandsheis19.Veryoldenoughand

wearenothavingawhitewedding.Weare

payingmagadiandtraditionallygettingher,I'm

afatherandihaveconsideredmysons

reasoning.Thatgirlisn'thappythereandhe

wantstoprovideherwithagoodplaceforher

toperform goodatschool.

Uncle:Ohitsclearnow,soshewillcontinue

withschoolandonlychangewhereshestays

Refa'sfather:Yes,wrarejustpayingmagadito

beabletogetherbuteverythinglegalcomes

whenshefinishesherschool,apparentlyitwill

beontheDecemberofthatveryyear.

Uncle:Perfectlyclear,ladiesareyouready?



Thetwoladiesstoodupandwalkedout...

AtOarabile'sHouse....

Oarabilehummedwhilerakinginfrontofthe

houseasNatashawalkedaroundthrowinga

colourfulball.Sheturnedaroundandherheart

skippedasshelookedattwowomenwearing

twowhiteditšale...

Herheartpoundedsohardshecouldhardly

holdtherake...

Ladies:Hinana,canwetalktotheadults?

Oarabile:Eemma..

ShepickedNatashaandputtwochairsinfront



ofthehouse,theladiestookaseatandshe

wentbackinsidetocallheraunt.

Oarabile:Therearevisitorsoutside

MmaagweAkwana:Who?Karenowadaysthati

havefoodpeoplevisitme,theyjustwantto

finishthericeibought

Oarabile:(loweredhervoice)Itsstrangers

MmaagweAkwana:Ehe..

Sheputonherdoekandwalkedoutsidethen

Oarabile'sstoodbehindthedoorlooking

throughthedoorframespace.Thevisitorshad

sincerelyloweredtheirvoicessomuchit

frustratedherthatshecouldn'thearasingle

thingbutthen...

MmagweAkwana:(loudly)Thisunbelievable!



WhichpartofMaundoyoupeoplecomefrom?

LekopatsamaisoforalittlegirllikeOarabile?A

student?DotheyacceptwivesatMaunSenior

schoolordon'tyouknowsheisdoingform

4,wheredidyouseeaform 4studentgetting

married...

Thewomenstillrespondedcalmlywithlower

voices...

MmagweAkwana:No,I'm notgoingtoevenlet

thewholefamilyknowanythingbecausethisis

crazy,howcangrownwomenwithchildren

agreetobesentforachild?Pleaseleavemy

yardbeforeicallmydogs...Leave....

TheBandawivesstoodandwalkedoutas

Oarabile'seyesfilledwithtears..



AttheBanda'sfamilymeeting...

LateronRefastoodbythetoiletpeeingwhen

heheardhisauntiesarriving,hepausedpeeing

tostopthenoiseandlistened.

Aunt:(clappedonceinshock)Aborebonye

bothodi,thatwomanchasedusoutlikedogs

Refa'smother:Sheissupposedtorespond

with"Thankyou,I'llletherwholefamilyknow"

thentheycallameetingandagreeonthings

likehowmuchtochargeus,etc

Aunt:(standingwithherhandsonherhips)

That'snotwhathappened!Thatwoman

insultedusandchaseduslikedogs

Uncle:What?



Refafinishedpeeingandshookitbefore

flashingwithhisfootandwalkingout,parents

quicklykeptquietashewalkedpastthem..

Outside...

MeanwhileRonaleanedagainstthecartalking

tothephone..

Rona:No,problem.***.I'llpassbyandviewthe

house.....***.....Atruck?Noihaven'tfounda

movingtruckbutidon'tthinkI'llneedone.Iwas

stayingwithmygirlfriend....***....Alright,bye

Hehungupandlockedeyeswithhislittle

brother..



Refa:Can'tyouseeChelseaisusingyou?How

manychildrenareyougoingtoraiseforother

men?

Rona:Don'ttalktome

Refa:YoumustthinkthisHollywood,youmeet

awomantodayandclaim herpregnancyas

yoursthenlookattwofamiliesandpromiseher

marriage?Areyousureyouhaven'tlostyour

mind?

Rona:I'm nottheonelosingmymind,golookin

themirror.

RefagotinthecaranddroveoffasRonaheld

oneofthecarpetsthenhedialedChelsea.

Chelsea:Hi

Rona:Heylisten,ifmybrothertalkstoyouor

troublesyouletmeok?



Chelsea:You'rescaringme,didyouhaveafight?

Rona:No,notatall.Wearefinejustletme

knowifhetroublesyou.I'llmakesureitcomes

toanend.

Chelsea:(heartskipped)Heelatherrawena

mpolelelawena,laalwa?

Rona:Wearenotfighting,wearefine.Your

happinessandsafetyismyonlyconcernright

now.Mybrotherandiwillsortourselvesout.

Andthisisadonedealright?That'smyson?

Chelsea:Ofcourse,you'retalkingasifihavea

choice.

Rona:That'sthestoryyou'regoingtostickwith

untildeathdousapart.

Chelsea:God,pleasetellmeyoutwoaren't

fighting.Idon'twantdrama

Rona:Babelistentome...(shelistened)Igotit

ok?



Chelsea:Ok..

Rona:It'smydutytoloveyoutwoandprotect

you,I'm goingtodojustthat.Canwegoout

laterandtalkabouteverything?

Chelsea:Ok,Rona?

Rona:Yeahbabe

Chelsea:MaybeI'm tooexcitedbutilovedyour

kisslastnightandilovedthewayyoutook

responsibilitybeforeourparents,you'vegiven

mehopeandI'm goingtoloveandrespectyou

morethananyonehaseverdone.Thanksfor

takingsuchaquickandriskydecisionfora

womanyouhardlyknow.Iknowit'sprobably

tooearlytosaythisbutiloveyouandireally

praythingsgowellforus.

Rona:It'smydutytomakesureeverythinggoes

accordingly,andit'snottooearlytosayilove

youbecauseloveisafeelingfollowedby

actions.Watchmeloveyoubackthroughitall,



foryouI'm willingtopickupasword.Bye

Hehungupandsighedthoughtfully...

AtAuntDorishouse...

LaterthatafternoonChelseasmiledputtingon

make-upandtwistedherlonghairintotwolong

Frenchponytails,herphonevibratedonthe

tableandshepicked...

Chelsea:Heliu?

Akwana:frowned)Uhu

Chelsea:(laughedloudly)What?

Akwana:Whyareyousohappy?

Chelsea:Babydaddylet'saamogetsemolato

maabane?



Akwana:Babydaddy?Theoneyoudon'twant

totalkabout?

Chelsea:YesanditturnsoutheisRefa's

brother,I'm sohappyRabiandipickedinthe

samefamily.

Akwana:Ronawatengwatenaneareodira

englantha?Othadilegirlfriendenngwe?

Chelsea:(laughed)Yesandheapologisedfor

abandoningme.

Oarabile:(sniffled)I'm happyforyou

Chelsea:Rabi?What'swrong?

Oarabile:Youwon'tbelievewhatmmagwe

AkwanadidtoRefa'sparents,isauntDoris

there?Iwanttocomeoverandtalktoher.

Oarabile:ShewenttoChoppiesbutshewillbe

backsoon,whathappened?

Akwana:Wearecoming..



Shehungupandsighedconfusedthenarough

knockonthedoorstartledher,sheputher

lipstickdownandwenttothedoorrubbingher

bump.AssoonassheopenedthedoorRefa

walkedinandclosedthedoor....

Refa:Idon'tcareifyoulietoyourfamily,that's

howyouwereraised.Youlieforsurvivalbut

you'renotfoolingmyparentsneitherareyou

usingmybrother,whosebabyisthis?Becausei

knowitsnotmybrothers.Hehasbeenina

relationshipandhedoesn'tcheatsowhogot

youpregnant?Isitoneofyourcustomers?

Chelsea:Wow

Refa:Haokarewowgapekegotsenya

mpama..Whosebabyisthis?SoyouthinkI'm

joking?

Chelsea'sheartpoundedasshelookedinhis



fierceeyes...

Chelsea:YouhavetoleaveorI'm screamingfor

myaunt

Refa:Scream then,let'sseeifshewillhearyou

from theroad.

Chelsea:Soyouthinkjustbecauseyou're

secretlyraisingyouruncle'sbabyeveryoneis

doingit?

Refa:Ihadsexwithyousixmonthsago.Is

thereachanceI'm thefather?I'm sureabout

thefirsttwocondoms,therestican'tsay

becauseididn’tlookatthem andhonestlynow

thatI'm thinkingaboutitthingsgotwaytoo

sweetdownthelineandididn'twanttostop.If

it'sminepleasedon'tdenymeachancetobe

withmysonbecausegakeaitatolangwanake.

You'renotsupposedtomakedecisions

involvingthreepeopleandonlylookatyour



interests,behonestwithme.

Chelsea:It'snotyours

Refa:SoyoutoldmybrotherI'm justamemory

thatfadedaway?

Chelsea:RefaboRabileAkwanabaeta,you

reallyneedtoleave.

Heslowlysatonthecouchandputhishands

overhisface..

Refa:Ican'tbelieveyoutalkedtomybrother

aboutoursex..(lookedather)Sowhoisbetter

betweenus?

Chelsea:Theoneipicked..

Refaswallowedtearfullyandstoodupslowly

pacingupanddownasChelseasatdownand



crossedherlegsfoldingherarms.

Refa:Whyareyouhurtingme?

Chelsea:You'reaconfusedindividual.

Refa:You'retheoneconfusingme...(clapping

rhythmically)Youcan'tsleepwithmybrother,

you'remyexand...

Hecaughthisbreathashisthroatblockedthen

hefrownedswallowing,heslowlysquattedand

puthishandsonhisface.

Refa:Chelseastop....Youcanstopallthese...

Heismybrother,you'rehurtingme.Ifitsabout

whatididtoyouI'm sorry.(tearfully)Youhave

tostop..



Hestoodupandputhishandsinthepockets

tearfullylookingather.

Refa:(softly)Youhavetostop...I'm seriously

hurtingrightnow.Ifyoudon'tstopI'm goingto

haveaheartattackorsomething.Pleasestop...

BolelelaRonagoregaommate,youhaveto

stop.Youknowitsnothisbaby.Ifit'snotmine

it'ssomeoneelse'snothis.Please..

Chelsea'stearrandownhercheekandshe

rubbeditlookingathim ashedesperately

lookedatherhiseyesdrowningintears..

*

*

*

*

*
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AtAuntDoris'sHouse...

ChelseasighedstandingupanddialingRona...

Chelsea:Clearlyyou'renotgoingtorespectmy

wordsoI'm callingyourbrother..

RefastaredatherasshedialedRona..



Rona:Hello?

Chelsea:Yourlittlebrotherisharassingmeand

idon'tlikeit

Rona:Okae?

Chelsea:Heisstandingbeforeme

Rona:Givehim thephone

Shetriedtogivehim thephonebuthejust

staredather..

Chelsea:Wagana

Rona:Putmeonloudspeaker

Shepressedthebuttonandsighedlookingat

him brushingherfrom linewithhertongue...



Rona:Refawee?I'm givingyou5minutesto

leavethathouse.Ificallfiveminuteslaterand

you'restillthereorshedoesn'tpickotlilego

swaba.Chelseahangup,I'llcallafterfive

minutes.

Shehungupandfoldedherarmslookingathim.

Refa:Doyouthinkyou'rebeingfair?

Chelsea:Youandineverdated,ifiremember

well.TheveryfirsttimeyoufoundoutRabiis

mycousinyouactedlikeyounevermetme

beforebutnowyouhaveaproblem withme

actinglikeidon'tknowyou?Can'tyoujustsee

howsickeningyouare?

Refa:Theonlyproblem ihaveisthatyoutwo

arelying,itcan'tbejustacoincidencethatsix



monthsagowehadsexandnowyou'resix

monthspregnant,youcouldn'thavedatedRona

morethanaweek.Hewouldn'thavebeenatmy

housecryingforanotherwoman.I'm notthat

stupid

Chelsea:Butyou'restupidenoughtobelievei

cankeepyourbaby?Refatabekekgathilweke

engmomonnengotsamayangarobalanale

bathoasabaitse?Imightbepoorbutiknow

I'm beautifulandideserveamorematureman,

aseriousmanlikeyourbigbrother.Sitdown

andtakelessonsfrom yourbigbrotherthen

maybeyoucanlovemycousinbetter..Gapeha

okampetsakebolelelaRon.

Shereceivedamessagefrom Ronaandreadit..

Rona:IneedyoutotellOarabilewhathappened

today



Chelsea:What?

Rona:TellOarabilethatRefaisbotheringyou,

nothingaboutthatnightjustthatRefawago

bata.Thiswillputyouinagoodpositionto

explainanyrecklessbehaviourfrom mybrother.

Refaisveryimpulsiveskabonaadidimetseha

diraseloyou'llwonderifitshim.Doit

Chelsea:Sheisgoingtobehurt

Rona:Doit

Chelsea:No,youtellherorjusttalktoRefato

enditall.

Rona:Ok,I'llcallafterfiveminutes.Ishestill

there?

Chelsea:Yep,sittingonthecouch.

Rona:Refaotogaantenakana,I'lltalktoyou

after5minutes.

Chelsea:Bye.



Shesighedandlookedathim..

Chelsea:KoorehaRabiagoithelahaomoraya

oreng?

Refaslowlystoodupandwalkedoutas

Chelseastoodatthedoor...

Refa:Atleastyougavehim tomybrother...But

I'llalwayshateyouforabusingthepowersyou

haveandplayingGod.IfthatismysonI'llnever

forgiveyou.

Chelseashutthedooronhisfaceandlocked,

hestoodthereforasecondandfinallyleft.

AttheBandaHouse...



Ronawalkedinthroughthegatetalkingtothe

phone...

Oarabile:Hello

Rona:KeRonaautwa,Rabicanyoudomea

favourandtalktoRefa?

Oarabile:Aboutwhat?

Rona:ObataChelseaandshehasbeentrying

torejecthim inacivilisedmannerbuthejust

won'tstop.Shetoldmegorekebueleeneand

I'm goingtobutineedyoutotalktohim aswell

beforeitbecomesaseriouswarbecauseiwill

nottoleratehim harassingChelseaespecially

whensheiscarryingmychild.

Oarabile:I'lllethim know.

Rona:Byeandihopethiswon'tbringany

conflictsbetweenyouandChelsea



Oarabile:No,itwon't.IknowChelseawillnever

dothattomebutifRefalovesherican't

changeit.I'lllethim know.Bye

Rona:Bye

Oarabilehungupandtearfullylookedat

Akwana...

Oarabile:RememberkereRefamadean

exampleaboutsleepingwithChelseaandisaid

heisthinkingaboutitthenyousaiditwasjust

anexample?

Akwana:Yeah?

Oarabile:Apparentlyhewantsher,shewas

afraidtotellmesoherbabydaddytoldmele

goreheisgoingtotalktohim.Heisgoingto

hurtmeandiwon'tlethim dothat.I'm aboutto

writemyexams,ican'tdothis.I'm justgoingto



reportthatoldmanforchildmaintenancetheni

stayhomeandtakecareofmychild.Thereis

nowayhelovesme,youcan'tcrushon

someonelikeChelseaandstillwantme,goraya

goreI'm nothistypeandheisgoingtohurtme.

IhavesurvivedsomuchRefawon'thurtme.

Akwana:Rabimenactstupidsometimesbut

theirheartsknowwherehomeis,youcan'ttake

suchdrasticactionsforthisonelittlemistake

hemade.Thisisamanthatwantstomarryyou,

heispayingyourdaughter'sschoolfees.

Oarabile:Andhewillalwaysusethatagainst

me.ThereasonIwashdogsanddolaundryis

becauseidon'twanttobethetypethatstays

formoney.Refaisgoingtohurtme.Idon'ttrust

him

Akwana:Ijustdon'tthinkit'snecessarytoleave

him now,you'reactinglikeachild.

Oarabile:I'm leavinghim akereobataChelsea.



Akwana:Hewasprobablyflirtingwithherjust

talktohim andseeifhewon'tchangethentou

canleave.

AtRefa'sHouse....

LaterthatafternoonRefawalkedaroundthe

housepickingthebaby'stoys,Ronaknockedon

thedoorandheopenedashewalkedinwith

theirfatherandRotlhe..

Refa:Wow...Andhebroughtthewholearmy.

Banda:(angrily)Sitdown!

Refasatdownholdinghisdaughter'slittle

Teddybearashisfatherandbrotherssatdown..



Banda:(pointedathim)Iknowbrotherslikeyou

andiwillnothaveoneinmyfamily,I'ddisown

youbeforeyoubetrayyourbrother.Whatkind

ofnonsenseisthis?Howdoyoulookat

Chelseaandseeawoman?That'syoursister!

Sheiscarryingyournephewandyoushould

respectthat,Oarabilegaalekanane?

Refa:ThishasnothingtodowithRabileska

motsenyamoteng,sheknowsnothingandshe

can'tbecomparedanyone.

Banda:Thenrespecthergapethey'recousins,

doyouwanttosparkhatredbetweenthem?

Refa:No

Banda:Idon'twanttositanyofyouaboutthis

issueagain,youneverlookatyourbrother's

girlfriendlikethat.Thisthingishabitandifyou

feedityougetusedtoit.Wearestillshocked

byOarabile'sauntandyoudothis?Totawareo

kanyalaolehajaana?Thishasjustshowedme



you'renotready.ThankGodihaven'tsoldmy

cattleforthisgame.Gawahetsagotshameka,

gothelele...

RefalookedatRonaandhisfatherashe

squeezedhisbaby'steddybearthenhesighed

andleanedback...

Refa:RonaI'm sorryforgoingovertheretotalk

toChelsea,I'm sorryaboutthiswholethingand

I'm happyforyou.Ihaven'tbeenstayingin

Maunsoican'treallyexpectyoutobeopen

abouteverythingthat'sbeengoingon.Iguess

youbeenseeingeachotherforalongtimeandi

shouldrespectthat.I'm sorry

Rona:It'sok.Ijustwantyoutorespectmy

family.Andidon'twanttofightyoubecauseke

motonamogowenaifireallywanttohurtyoui

canhurtyou.



Rotlhe:Hesaidheissorryandibelievehim,can

wereachapiecepoint

Rona:Wehavereachedit

Banda:Ididn'tseetheshake

RefaandRonalaughedshakingtheirheads,it

beenyearssincetheybeenforcedtodothe

shakethatusuallyfollowedafterfightingfora

toy.

Banda:Theshakeplease

Theybothstoodupwithlittlesmilesfeelingsilly

andbumpedfists,clappedinandout,smacked

thechestandhuggedthenputtheirforeheads

togethersmilingandsteppedbacklaughing

feelingevenstupider...



AtAuntDoris'sHouse...

Afteranawkwardhouroftalkingabout

nothingstherewassilenceasthecousinssat

onthecouchwatchingTV...

Oarabile:Ronatoldmewhathappened,sorry

Refaharassedyou.

Chelsea:(lookeddown)Ok.

Oarabile:Andthanksfornotentertaininghis

thoughts.

Chelsea:Hewasjustbeingaguy,I'dneverhurt

you.

Oarabile:Iknow..

Therewassilenceagain...



Akwana:Can'tbelievewehavenothingtotalk

about,waitsebannakedilodiselehela.Nowhe

broughtthisawkwardnessbetweenus.

Oarabile:(laughed)Thatoneisour

fault..(sighedsmiling)Let'stalkaboutababy

shower

Akwana:Thankyou!

Chelsea:(laughed)Waiiidon'thavefriends

Oarabile:Itdoesn'thavetobealotofpeople,

whatmattersistheideanotthecrowd..I'llgeta

penandapaper..

Shestoodupandbroughtapen...

AtRefa'sHouse...

LateronhesatonthebeddialingRabi's



numberbutshedidn'tpickhiscalls,hesighed

andcalledAkwana...

Akwana:Hello?

Refa:Hi,canitalktoRabi?

Akwana:(whisperedinthebackgroundand

clearedherthroat)Um...Sheisbathingthe

baby

Refa:Putmeonloudspeakerthen..(she

whisperedagain)Akwanawhatisgoingon?

Akwana:Rabidoesn'twanttotalktoyou,your

brothertoldherwhathappenedandshethinks

you'replayingher.

Refa:Ok,iunderstandthat.Canshetalktome

soicanexplainwhathappened?

Akwana:Sheisrefusing.

Refa:Okae?



Akwana:Sheishere

Refa:Canyougiveherthephone?

Akwana:Waganaakere

Hestooduptakingadeepbreathandshoving

hishandinthepocket...

Refa:Isyourmotherhome?I'm comingthere.

Akwana:Yes

Refa:CanyoutellhertotalktomeorelseI'm

comingthere?

Akwana:Shecanhearyou,you'reon

loudspeaker

Refa:Rabithemmasorry,canwesitandtalkso

Icantellyouthewholetruthfrom thebeginning

totheend?Babe?



Hetookanotherdeepbreathagainandsaton

thecouchrubbinghishead...

Refa:Idon'tloveChelsea.SheandRona

misunderstoodme,iwastalkingabout

somethingcompletelydifferent.Rabi?

Akwana:Uhu...Hello?

Refa:Hello

Akwana:Ihadputdownthephoneandleftso

youcanbothtalkinprivate,icamebacktofind

myphonealone(shouted)Rabi??

Refa:No,itsfine.Motogeleee.I'm comingover

butdon'ttellher.

HehungupandsighedthenhedialedRona..

Rona:Hello?



Refa:(sadly)KanteyaanongRabinneo

mmolelelaengnerrakakedulemogoChelsea?

Rona:Itoldherbeforeyouapologised,ithought

you'dbestubbornaboutit.

Refa:Neodirelaengyalobecauseyouknowi

loveher

Rona:Youdidn'tactlikeit

Refa:Soyouwon'tapologiseforit?

Rona:No,youcausedallthese.Dealwithit.

Hehungup...

AtOarabile'shouse

AboutanhourlaterRefaapproachedthegate

onfootandtookouthisphonetodialher

numberbutanAltezzadrovepasthim withdark



tintedwindowsandparkedinfrontofthegate.

HisheartskippedasRabisteppedoutinashort

dresshehadboughtforherweeksbefore,the

driversteppedoutandpoppedthetrunkthenhe

pickedthebucketofwaterandputitinfrontof

thegatebeforeclosingtheboot..

Refaquietlywalkedpasttheguyashegotin

thecarandrolleddownthewindowputtingon

hiselbowout.

Him:(handedherSimbachips)Youforgot

these...(sheshamefullygotthem)Retaabua

autwa?

Oarabile:(loweredhervoice)Bye

Him:(twistedthesteeringwheellookingatRefa)

Eitamelaite..



Hestaredatherastheguydroveoff..

Refa:(softly)Whoishe?

Oarabile:Hegavemearideonmywayfrom the

standpipe

Refa:Andhegotyouchips?

Oarabile:Healreadyhadthem inthecarabe

mpha

Refa:Whatdoeshemeanby"we'lltalk"didyou

givehim yournumber?

Oarabile:No,idon'tknowwhathemeans.

Refaswallowedwithdrylipsandsighed..

Refa:Youlookbeautiful..



Oarabile:Thanks

Refa:WhereisNatasha?

Oarabile:WithAkwana

Refa:I'm sorryaboutwhathappenedat

Chelsea'shouse,nnagasegorekebata

Chelseaijustfounditoddthatmybrother

neverment-

Oarabile:Youdon'thavetoexplainyourself

Refa,itotallyunderstandwhatisgoingon.

Refa:Whatisgoingon?

Oarabile:(sighed)I'm goingtocook,bye

Refa:(grabbedthebucket)Letmehelpyou

Oarabile:(pushedhishandawayfrom the

bucket)No,kesiame.Boagoneha.Shap

Shepickedthebucketandwalkedintheyardas

hestaredatherthenheturnedaroundand



walkedbackwithhishandsinthepockets.

Afterwalkingashortdistancehesatonarock

forafewminutesrecollectinghimselfand

finallywenthome.

THREEMONTHSLATER...

*

*

*

*

*
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AtOarabile'sHouse...

UnderthemorningsunshineAkwanadid

laundrywhileNatashawalkedoveranddropped

handfulsoilonebyoneintheotherbathwith

fabricsoftener...

Akwana:(shouted)Heiwena!UhNatashamaan!

Doyouknowhowharditisfindwateraround

here?

Shepickedherup,dustedherhandsthen

placedheronthechairbeforepickingtheother



laundryandhungitonthefencelineclose-by.

Refawalkedinthroughthegatewithacanof

formulaandajumbopackofPampers,Natasha

sliddownthechairandgiggledrunningover...

Natasha:Daddy!Daddy!Daddy

Refalaughedputtingdowntheplasticsand

pickedherupwavingherontheair.

Refa:(blowingherstomach)Brrrrrr....Didyou

missme?Brrrrrr

Natasha:(gigglingandscreaming)Daaaaaaddy!

Refa:Brrrr

Natasha'sbabysishcracklesgotAkwana



laughingasshewalkedovertothem andpicked

theplastics.

Akwana:(laughed)Natashagirlsdon'tlaugh

thatloudhau

Refa:(laughed)Andthisonecanlaughand

evendragherlaugher..Howareyou?

Akwana:I'm good

Refa:WhereisRabi?Ibeentryingtocallher

Akwana:Shesaidsheisdoingaprojectat

school.

Refa:Ok....

Refalookedatthelaundryonthelineand

sighed..

Refa:Canibringmyshirtssoyoucanhelpme?



I'veranoutofcleanshirtsandI'm toolazytodo

laundryagain.It'sjust5shirtsand4pants.

Akwana:Noproblem,justbringwaterbecause

wedon'thavewater.

Refa:Alright,I'llprobablybringthem laterinthe

afternoonbecauseithoughtmaybeRabiwould

wanttotagalong.IwanttobuyacarbutI'llgo

withNatasha..(smiledandkissedher)You'll

helpdaddypickthecarrightbabe?

NatashacrackedlaughingasAkwanalaughed

andgotherfrom herdad..

Akwana:Letmecleanherupforyou,havea

seat..

Refa:Kantesistriwagagoyomakgakgayoleo

kae?

Akwana:(laughed)Boago?Shestaysather



boyfriend'shouse.

Refa:AndwhenRabiandiweredatingyour

motherhadaproblem withhersleepingoverat

myhouse.

Akwana:Uhmmeisanotherstorythatone.

Refa:Tellmesomething,doesRabievertalk

aboutmeorus?Am iwaitingforsomethingor

I'm justwaistingmytime?

Akwana:RefarraI'drathernotgetinvolvedin

yourissuesbecauseidon'tknowmuchabout

relationships.

Refa:Iknowimadeamistake,I'veobviously

hurtheralotandiunderstandifshefeelslike

shedoesn'ttrustme.Itsfinebutatthesame

timeIdon'twanttoendupgoingbacktoher

becauseiwasn'tpatientenoughorwedidn't

explorealltheavailableoptionswantshwara

orekeraayang?

Akwana:Iunderstandyouandipersonallyfeel



likeyou'retryingbutmaybeyouhavetobe

morepatientuntilshehasgottenoverwhatever

youdid.

Refa:Butisn'tthreemonthsenough?Howlong

doiwait?KanannaRabikemoneelacash

everymonthwagobolelela?

Akwana:Ee

Refa:Itakecareofthisgirlleenehelaigiveher

moneyforhairkeitsegorekemmaagwe

ngwanaandshehasneedsimusttakecareof

butnnaRabigaantirelesepe.Iwantyouto

understandmebecauseI'm nottalkingabout

yourcousinbutifI'm goingtodofavoursforher

shemustdosomethingforme.Icancookfor

myselfilovecookingbutnnatotalaundryya

mpalelaandihatewashingthedishes.These

arethethingsiwishshecouldhelpmewith

becausesheknowsmyweaknessesthat'swhy

sheusedtogotomyhousetodoallthatbut

nowshedoesn't.It'sbeenthreemonthswithout



sexanditsnoteasybutI'm tryingtoshowher

thatI'm differentfrom whatshethinks.Gake

ganeireallyblewitkaChelsea,yeahiwas

wronglehapelegabagolonkabua.And...

(lookedinhereyes)thereissomethinghelase

elenggoreRabidoesn'twanttogivemea

chancekemmolela...NnaAkwanakedirile

diphosogakegane...Waybeforerejolathata

nnaleRabiihadanightstandwitharandom girl

onlytofindoutgorekeChelsea,okyeahi

panickedlanthabutigotmyselftogetherand

buriedallthatwabona?Thenboom sheis

pregnantandmybrotherisintheequation,i

suspectedthebabywasmineanditgotreally

seriousiconfrontedChelseawhichoffended

mybrother.Iwon'tdenyiwasjealous,anybody

canbejealousitdoesn'tmeanyoulovethe

personlikeRabiprobablythinks.Atthispoint

I'veseenmybrotherandChelseaandnowi

realiseimadeaverybigmistakebecausethey

loveeachotherandatthespeedthey'regoing



totatheymighthavebeenseeingeachother

waybeforennakerobalaleene....Mypointisi

mademistakesandpeopleinvolvedseem to

havemovedonexceptme,am iaskingfortoo

muchgakereRabiampheonemorechance?

Akwana:(smiledindisbelief)You'retheP200

guy?(helaughedlookingaway)GodnowI'm

puttingafacetothemanshetoldmeabout,

you'rereallysickRefa!

Refa:(laughed)Sheprobablyliedaboutwhat

wentdownthatnight,gonemmeam iasking

fortoomuchfrom Rabi?

Akwana:(tookadeepbreath)Ethata,talkto

herifshedoesn'twantyouthenyoucanmove

on.Ireallydon'tknow,I'lltalktoRabiaboutall

theseandletyouknow.Letmedressthisone..

Shewalkedinthehouseandcameoutwitha

plateoffoodandajarthenshebentoverashe



washedhishands..

Akwana:Iwasgoingtoeatthislaterbutnow

youtookNatashasoI'llvisitChelseaandeat

there.Iwanttoseethebaby

Refa:(laughed)Thanks

HeatewhileAkwanafixedNatashaandputher

onthechairthenshewashedhishandsagain

beforehepickedthebabyandleft.

AtAuntDoris'sHouse...

Chelseaslowlysatinthebathofsaltwaterand

sighedturninghereyesasherstitchesgot

soakedinwater..



Chelsea:God,therelaxationigetfrom sitbaths.

AuntDorissmiledmassagingthenewborn

babyanddressinghim ashesneezed..

AuntDoris:Dshopa!(hesneezed)dshopa!

Chelsea:(laughed)Dishopakeeng?

AuntDoris:(laughed)Lehaokampotsa...Don't

taketoolongtheBanda'sarecomingtoseethe

babytoday.

Chelsea:Ronatoldmeearlier.

AuntDoris'sphonerangassheheldthebaby..

AuntDoris:Hello?...**...What?....**...What

lightning?...Howmanygoats?...Ijoo...Buthow

canpeopleeatmygoats,whoaretheytodo



that?....Ican'tcomethereI'm takingcareofmy

daughter,shejustgavebirthweeksago.

Chelsea:Auntiego,youcan'tloseyourgoats

andevenlosemeat

AuntDoris:No,ican'tleaveyouwithMmaagwe

Akwana,thatonecankillababy.

Chelsea:I'llbefineakereyoubathedusand

cooked,go

Shehungupandgotpreparedbeforeleaving.

***

AfewminuteslatertheBandafamilyelders

knockedandstoppedatthedoorasChelsea

limpedtothedoor..



Chelsea:Dumelang

Rona'smother:Whereisyouraunt?You'renot

supposedtobestandinglikethis

Chelsea:Therewasanemergency

Rona'smother:Gositdownmygirl,stitches

arenotajoke.(totherestofthefamily)Please

waitinthecar...

Thefamilywentbacktothecarthenshe

walkedinandsatonthechairdialingDoris...

Doris:MmaagweRona?

Her:Hi,ijustgothereandheardaboutthe

lightning,I'm verysorry.

Doris:I'm onmywaytherenow,idon'tknow

whatI'm goingtodo

Her:Gasegoreketseemotsetseagoemaema



hagonna?Itwillobviouslytakeawhileto

figureoutwhattodowiththemeatandallthat

Doris:Godblessyou,pleasehelpme

Chelseasmiledsecretlyandtookoutherphone

textingRona...

Chelsea:Yourmom istakingmetoherhouse

Rona:isthereaproblem?

Chelsea:No,myaunthadtorushtothefarm

andyourmom wasworriedaboutthebabyand

ibeingalone.

Rona:Cool,I'llseeyouafterwork.

Sheputherphonedownandpackedlyingon

hersideasbabydaddy'smotherpackedmost

ofherthings...



AtOarabile'shouse...

Laterthatafternoonawhitepolovivorolled

throughthegateasAkwanalockedthedoor,

sheplacedthekeyunderabrickand

approachedthecar.Refasteppedoutandtook

outhislaundryinabasket..

Akwana:Mxm iwaswonderingwhoitis,i

thoughtit'sBoago.

Refa:That'stheskorokoroiboughtthis

morning..

Akwana:Wow..

ShelookedinsideandwavedatNatasha

buckleduponthepinkbabychair..



Akwana:(lookingathim)Yougotherthatcar

seat?

Refa:Itdoesn'tcomewiththecar

Akwana:(laughed)Stupidquestion...Ijust

didn'tthinkamancanpicksuchaperfect

colour...Itsreallybeautiful...Imeanthecarand

hercarseat..Rabiisgoingtoloveit.

Refa:Sheisstillnothome?

Akwana:No,youcancheckherlater,letmeput

thisinside.I'llwashitwhenicomeback.

Refa:Ok..(openedhiswallet)Howmuchisit?

Akwana:Refayou'remybrother,ican'tmake

youpay..Keepyourmoney.You'realways

helpingus.

Refa:Thankyou



SheputitinsideandlockedagainasRefaand

Natashawaitedinsidethecar.Sheopenedthe

doorandgotinasRefaslowlydroveoutofthe

yard.Withallwindowsclosedtheairconblew

outjustenoughconditionswithsoftmusic

playing..

Refa:Sowhereareyougoingagain?

Akwana:Chelsearemember?

Refa:Ohyeah-wait...Italkedtomymother

earlierandshesaidsheistakingherhome

becauseapparentlyheraunthadanemergency.

Akwana:Letmetexther..

Shesighedandtextedbackandforthwith

Chelsea..

Akwana:iyoosheisatyourmom's



Refa:I'lldropyouthere

Akwana:No,I'llgoback.I'm notusedtoyour

mother.

Refa:(laughed)Sheisnotalion,I'm takingyou

there

Akwana:(laughed)Refatherrano,please

Refa:Shewon'tmind,relax...

Shesighedasheinsisted.Minuteslaterhe

parkednexttohisfather'scarandsteppedout.

Akwana:LetmeholdNatashakeswabelemo

goene

Refa:(laughed)Ok

Thehandedherthebabyandopenedthedoor

fortheastheywalkedthelivingroom..



Refa:Knockknock

MmagwrRefa:(steppedout)Youcan'tcomein,

motsetseokorumong...(smiledatAkwana)Hi

hello

Akwana:Hello?

MmagwRefa:HiNatasha..

Akwana:Icametoseethebaby

MmagweRefa:Comeinmygirl

Refa:Nna?

MagweRefa:Youseehim from thedoor

TheyalllaughedasAkwanawalkedinwiththe

babywhileRefastoodatthedoorlookingathis

brother'sson...

Refa:Helookssotiny



MmagweRefa:HelookslikeRonamo,these

earsandsleepyeyes

Refa:Helookswaytootiny.Ididn'tknowbabies

comeoutlikethis...Ronaoserioushelaonale

ngwana?(laughed)Katswaaitumetsentšwaya

teng.Hehasbeenuploadinghisfeetand

fingers..

Ronawalkedinandbumpedshoulderswith

him..

Rona:Mrskagatangwanake

Refa:Nnaakenamosadi,keskono...(smiled)

Congratulationsagain.

Rona:Thanks..

Refa:Nowyou'remakingmewanttohaveaboy

Rona:Ittakesseriouspositions



Refa:(laughed)I'lltrythem all

Theguyschattedstandingatthedooras

AkwanahelpedmmagweRonawithafew

thingsaroundthehouse..

MmagweRona:Watawathusangwanaka,go

andhangthebaby'sthingsoutside...Youmust

comeheretomorrowagain.Gobayabotsetse

gasemphabogobe

Akwana:(laughed)I'llkeepvisiting...

RefasteppedasideasAkwanawalkedoutof

theroom withthebaby'slaundrythenhe

followedherwithabagofpegs.

Akwana:Thanks,ihadforgottenthat



Refa:Sure...(smiled)oshapoyaanongakere?I

canleave

Akwana:(laughed)Yes,I'm fine.Youwereright,

sheisn'tthatbad.

Refa:Alright..Callmewhenyouguyswantto

gohomethenI'lldropyouhome.

Akwana:Okbye

Heturnedaroundandwalkedawayashis

phonerang...

Refa:Hello

Oarabile:Hi,imissedyourcalls.

Refa:Whydidn'tyouansweryourphone?

Oarabile:Iwasbusy,oneoreng?

Refa:Ican'tremembereverything,inthe

morningiwantedtoaskyoutohelpmewith



laundrybut-

Oarabile:Ican'tI'm-

Refa:It'sfine,itookcareofit.Iasked-

Oarabile:Natashaiscryingcanigetbacktoyou?

Refa:Natashaiscrying?

Oarabile:Yes,

Refa:Whereareyou?

Oarabile:I'm home,why?

Refa:Homewithwhom?

Oarabile:MyauntandAkwanaleNatasha,why

areyouaskingmealotofquestions?

RefaCanwemeetandtalk?Itwon'ttakelong,

justfiveminutes.

Oarabile:Let'smeetatOldmall,ontheparking

lotyaJet

Refa:Inhowlong?



Oarabile:30minutes,otakataxiorborrowing

yourfather'scar?

Refa:Taxi

Oarabile:Ok,guessI'llwaitforyou

Hehungupandglancedathiswatchbefore

speedingoff..

Atthemall...

Within10minutesthepolorolledintothe

parkinglotandparkedunderthetree,minutes

laterheobservedRabiwalkingoversmilingand

gigglingtakingtothephone.

Hequicklygotoutandlockeditthenhestood

underthetreejustmetersaway.



Oarabilehungupandunwrappedagum asshe

approachedthetreeandstoodfacingtheother

directionunaware,Refasmiledandstepped

overputtinghishandsoverhereyes...

Rabi:(giggled)Steven...

Heslowlyletgoandsheturnedaroundsmiling

buthersmiledisappearedasshemetRefa's

eyes..

Oarabile:Ithoughtyou'remyclassmate...

Refa:Ok...ijustcalledyoutoletyouknowthat

althoughit'shardtobelieve,istillloveyouand

Natasha.Ihavewaitedforyourangertowear

offsowecanmakeupandtalkaboutour

familybutit'snothappening.Ijustwantto



knowifishouldmoveon.Doyouloveme?

What'sthewayforward?Ibeenstuckinone

placeforthreemonths?Iunderstandifyou

don'twantmebutyouhavetosayitoutsothat

Icanknow.

Oarabile:Idon'twanttobewithyouanymore.

Refa:Justlikethat?...Why?

Oarabile:Just...

HerphonerangandshecutthecallasRefa

staredather...

Refa:Sogoilehelayalo?Wecan'tfixit?

Oarabile:Ee...(receivedamessageandreadit)

IhavetogoAkwanasaysNatashaiscrying.

Refa:Ok..



Shewalkedawaythenhegotinthecarand

leanedoverthesteeringwheel..

*

*

*

*

.

.

.

.

.
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AtRefa'sHouse...



AkofangandRotlheknockedonthedoorsand

windowswhileKaofelawalkedaroundthe

houseandfoundanopenwindow.

Rotlhe:(shouted)Refa?Refa?

Akofang:Laiteebanna!(leanedinpeeking)But

thekeyisinside..

Fela:Thereisanopenwindowhere...

Thebrotherandcousinhurriedbehindthe

houseandstoodwithFelaallstaringatthe

windowthatwasblockedbyawhitecurtain..

Refa:Whatifhecommittedsuicide?

Akofangmovedthecurtainsandpeakedinside,

hesighedinrelieflookingatRefalyingonthe



bedwithabottleofJCLerouxonthe

headboardshelf.

Akofang:Heisdrunk..(shouted)Refa??

AkofangtookoffhisbootandaimedatRefa..

Fela:Ifyouhithim heisgoingtokillyouwhen

hegetsup

Rotlhe:(laughed)Tellhim

Akofang:Agoakereoganagotsoga

Hebithislowerlipandthrewtheshoe,itlanded

onRefa'sforeheadandheflinchedgrabbinghis

forehead..

Refa:Uhhhhhhhhfuck!(pinnedhiselbow



lookingatthem)Whatthefuck!

Akofang:Openthedoor

Refashrunkhiseyesandslowlywalkedtothe

doorinhisshortsthenheunlockedthedoor

andwaitedfortheguystocomein,Rotlhe

walkedinandFelafollowedthentheyturned

withsmileswaitingforAkofangbuthesmiled

standingashortdistancefrom thedoor..

Akofang:(laughed)Mriwastryingtowakeyou,

wethoughtyou'redead

Refa:Sure,comein

Akofang:Moveawayfrom thedoor,oemetse

eng?

Refachargedathim andheranoffastheyran

towardsthegate,Refagrabbedhist-shirtfrom



thebackandtheystoppedasAkofanggrabbed

bothhishands..

Akofang:Cazlisten...Listen...Listen...I'm

takingyoutoaparty...Youcan'tcryfor

Oarabile...I'm takingyoutoanallwhiteparty

Refalethim goandsighedastheywalkedback

tothehouse..

Refa:Idon'twanttopartyrightnow

Akofang:Listen,thereareonlytwosolutionsto

this.Eitheryougobeattheshitoutofthat

Oarabilechickforusingyouandyourmoneyor

yougofuckanotherwomanandtakeoutyour

frustrationonher,thisoneworksallthetime.

I'm tellingyouwhenyou'restressedaboo

palamaphona...monnaomorethwathwathwa



okgagolakukunyanaelemonna,haosomolao

togelastresssothemokukunyanengyateng

wenaotswaoleskono.

Refa:Lasttimeididthatifuckedupmylifeand

broughtmyselfunnecessarydrama.I'm not

goingdownthatroadagain

Akofang:Sowhatareyougoingtodo?Turn

intoadrunkard?Becausehonestlywhenyou

havestressithastoleaveinacertainway...

Throughbodilyfluidsorhandsthroughslaps.

Refa:(laughed)Sometimesiforgetthatyou'rea

lunatic,whotalkslikethat?

Akofang:You'reboring,that'swhygirlsdon't

lastwithyou,boyhavesomespark...Goodguys

finishlast.

Refa:You'retalkingshitrightnow

Rotlhe:Healwaysdoes,gotochurchandpray.

Thatwillwork



TheylaughedasRefareachedforthebottleand

tookasipchattingwiththeguys..

AttheBandaHouse..

Rona'smotherandAkwanapackedthebaby's

thingsinthewardrobeasChelsealaidonher

sidebreastfeedingthebabywhileNatashaslept

onhergrandmother'sbed...

Rona'smother:Iwanttomovetheseboysto

theservant'squarterstoreducetoomuch

movementforthesakeofthebaby.

Chelsea:OhkanaRotlheleFelausetherooms

thisside?

Rona'smother:YesbutatleastRotlheisgoing

backtoschool,they'reabouttoopen.



Akwana:(laughed)Yoursonsnamesarevery

confusing,

Rona'smother:(laughed)They’retheworld's

easiestnames,it'sonesentence...RonaRefa

RotlheFela

Thegirlslaughedlookingather...

Rona'smother:What?Itfeltreallynice...Wishi

hadadaughterbutiwasn'tluckyenough.One

dayI'llhavedaughtersinlawwhowillbearus

morechildrenthenmyfamilywillbecomplete.

Chelseaiwantmorechildrenforyourown

information.Oncethisboymarriesyouiwant

kids.Kebatagonyeolabanajarataetale..

Thegirlsbustintolaugher...



Akwana:Gategonyeolabana?Menlike

abandoningwomenwithchildrenitscaresme

toeventhinkaboutkids.I'llhavekidswhenI'm

working.

Rona'smother:Nosonofminewillabandon

kids,sometimesasgrandparentswealsohave

totakeresponsibilityofourgeneration.Why

can'tagrandmotherbuyhergranddaughter

clothesforP100?Ineverunderstandparents

whodon'tfeelanythingfortheirgrandchildren.

Akwanastumbledonanoldalbum inthe

wardrobeandopenedit,RonaandRefawere

standingtogetheronalongandallshecould

seewasRefa'sfrontlinegap..

Akwana:(laughed)Refalookedveryfunnyhere..

Howoldwashe?

Her:Hewas7yearsold



Chelsea:Letmesee..

AkwanasatnexttoChelseaastheywent

throughpicturebypicturesmilingwithafew

momentsof"nxaww","wow"andafew

laughter's.

Rona'smother:(sighed)Thanksforhelpingout

Akwana,iwouldn'thavefinishedifitwasn'tfor

you.

Akwana:It'sok..

Rona'smother:I'm goingtocookmotogofor

motsetsiandcookfortheseboyskanawhen

theywaketheyleave.Mothowatengotshaba

gothatswadilwanammegaametsaha

TheyalllaughedasAkwanastoodup...



Akwana:YoucooklunchandI'llcookmotogo

forChelsea..

Theyheadedtothekitchenandworkedonthe

meals,Refa'smotherglancedatherasshe

stoodbythestovemixingsoftporridge..

Her:WhereisOarabile?

Akwana:Shehadastudygroup

Her:Sheisveryrare,aretheystilltogether?

Akwana:Uh...

Her:BecauseI'm justwonderingwhyinever

hearaboutheryetRefaisalwayswithher

daughter.

Akwana:Nnyaammethey'redating,theyreally

loveeachotherandsheisalwaystalkingabout

him.



Her:Ohokthat'sarelief,kanaronabomma

basimaneremomathateng.Havingaboyis

stressfulbecausehecangothroughalot

withouttellinganyoneandtheonlytimeyou'll

knowiswhenhehaskilledawomanorhung

himself.

Akwana:RefacandefinitelyhurtsomeonebutI

don'tthinkhecankill,heissmartandheisa

gentlemanwhoneedsawomanthat

understandshim.Nooneisperfectbuthetries.

Heisalreadyagoodfatherandhewillmakea

goodhusband..

Themotherquietlylookedatherandshe

sighedtakingouttheplates..

Refa'smother:Youwon'tbelievehowgoodthat

makesmefeel,lookslikeiraisedagentleman.

Akwana:(laughed)Withflaws



Theylaughedandplacedplatesonthe

counter.mmh

AtOarabile'sHouse...

Oarabiletriedtoopenthedoorbutitwaslocked

thenshemovedthebrickandunlockeddialing

Akwana...

Chelsea:Hello?

Rabi:Himadicurl,uhuididn’tknowAkiisthere.

Chelsea:Sheiscookinginthekitchen,sheleft

herphoneonthemattress

Rabi:IsshewithNatasha?IwantNatasha

Chelsea:Yes

Rabi:Alright,I'llbetheresoon.



Chelsea:Okbye.Wait,youknowimovedto

MmagweRona'shouseaker-

Thecallgotdisconnectedandshereceiveda

messageoflowairtimethenshelockedthe

dooragainbeforeleaving...

AtRefa'sHouse...

LateronRefa'smotheropenedthedooras

Akwanaheldabroom..

Refa'smother:I'm goingtogetthemopsowe

cancleanitthenI'm callingthem tomovetheir

things.Idon'twantthem totroublethebaby,

Kaofelaalsostartedsleepingout.Batogaba

okamangwanangwanake..

Akwana:(laughed)Idon'tbelieveinsuch



Refa'smother:I'm oldwoman,webelievethese

things..

Akwana:Butwedon'thavetosweepittogether,

I'llcleanitupmyself.Besidesyouhavethe

baby'slaundryagain

Refa'smother:Ialmostforgot,letmegowash

them.Thebaby'sthingsaren'tsupposedtotake

longindirtywaterorelsetheysmell.

Akwanawalkedintheshowerandlookedatthe

bottlesofshampooonthewindowsill...

Akwana:Doesthisshowerwork?

Refa'smother:Yes,obatagothapa?

Akwana:Eemmaaftercleaning

Refa'smother:Ok,letmegowashthebaby's

things.I'llbringyouatowel.Youdeservethat

showeryoubeenhelpingmeallday..



Akwana:(laughed)I'm usedtoworking...

ShewalkedoutthenAkwanaplayedmusicand

putherphoneonthetableandstarted

sweepingwhilehumming...

MeanwhileRefaparkedthecarandsteppedout

holdingabottleofVodkaashisbrothersturned

lookingathim..

Rotlhe:(laughed)Obatagoipolaisa

mosadimogoloakere?

Kaofela:(lookedattheservant'ssquatter)Ago

nwelakwa,nobodyusesit...

Theypartedwaysasthemothersteppedout

withatowelandsawhim walkingtowardsthe

backhouse..



Her:Heela!tsaahaoheAkwana

Hehidhisbottleandsmiledinnocentlygetting

thetowelthenhismotherwentbacktothe

house.Hedustedhisfeetatthestoopand

walkedin..

Refa:Akwana?

Hehungthetoweloverhisshoulderand

headedtothebathroom sippingbeerwherehe

slowlyopenedthedoorandstuckhisheadin.

Hummingtothemusicwiththeloudwater

Akwanawashedthesoaponherfacewhilehis

heartpoundedatthesightofherpoking

nipples...



Hiseyestraceddownhertummyandfellonher

shavedenclosedthickvulvaandhetook

anothersipfrom thebottleasifhewas

washingdownthelustthatcamewiththesight

ofherpussycheeksclosedtogether.Akwana

openedhereyestohisstareandscreamedin

panicblockingherbreastsandpubicareaas

thewaterrandownher...

Akwana:Youalmostgavemeaheart,whatare

youdoing?

Refa:(calmlyhandedherthetowel)Mymother

askedmetobringthis

Shestrachedherarm andsnatcheditthenshe

turnedaroundashiseyesfellonhertwoback

dimpleswhileshewrappedherselfwiththe

towel..



Akwana:Getout

Refa:Sorry..

Hesteppedoutandclosedthedoorthenhe

tookadeepbreath..

Heslowlywalkedacrossthehouseandsaton

theplastic,secondslaterOarabiledustedher

feetatthedoorandwalkedin,Refajumpedoff

thechairandglancedatthebathroom door...

Refa:Hey...Um..Whatareyoudoinghere?

Akwanasteppedoutofthebathroom andfroze

lookingatOarabile,Rabilookedatherandback

atRefa..



Oarabile:Akwanareally?

Akwana:It'snotwhatyouthink

Oarabile:(angrily)Thenwhatisit?You'rethe

lastpersoniexpectedthisfrom

Akwana:(stammering)I....Iwas...

Oarabilebitherlowerlipandhitherontheface

withherphoneasAkwanaslippeddownfalling

andcoveredhereyecrying.Refahelpedherup

andpulledheroverhischestpushingOarabile

back..

Refa:(angrily)Youneedtostopthis

Oarabile:Whyareyoutryingtosleepwithallmy

cousin’s?Why?(boiledlookingatAkwana)

WenaAkwanawalowa,youbeenpretendingto-



ShegrabbedAkwana'shairandpulledheroffof

him,atthedisadvantageofherlightweight

Akwanahelplesslyslidacrossthefloorasher

towelunwrappedexposingherbody.

Akwana:(crying)RabiomponedisaRefathe

mma

Oarabile:OmoloiAkwana!

*

*

*

*

*

.

.

.
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#18

Attheservant'squarters..

RefagrabbedOarabile'sarmsandtrappedher

inacorner.

Refa:Rabi?I'm notsleepingwithyourcousin,

I'm not...Lookatme..(touchedhercheek)babe?

Listen..

Hetriedtoforcefullykissedherassheangrily

struggledtograbAkwana,Refa'smother

rushedinfollowedbyhersons,Akwanastood

upandwrappedherselfwithatowelcryingwith

abitofbloodonhernostril.



MmagweRefa:Whatisgoingoninhere?

Refa:Nothing,canwetalkinprivate?

MmagweRefa:Privateyaengkeutulemothoa

kua?(lookingatAkwana)Areyouok?

Akwana:Ithinkso

MmaagweRefa:(lookingatRabi)Iknewthere

wassomethingwrongwithyou.Howdareyou

fightinmyhousegaonamaitseo?O

ngwanaagamang?(angrily)Kebualewena!

Oarabileshamefullylookeddownaseveryone

staredatherthenRefagentlyputhisarm

aroundherbackprotectivelypushingherhead

betweenhisarms....

MmagweRefa:Ennelabohelootsenaka

jaratayame,ineverwanttoseeyouinmy



houseeveragain.Leavemyhouse...Refatsaya

lerwalehudugalelagagootsweleenehaele

goreotilegontshwenyetsabanaha.Howcana

grownwomanyourageattackagirlthisyoung,

doesn'tshebabysityourchild?Botsadihelayoo

kanaaboaitekanyalebana..Ialwaysknew

therewassomethingaboutyou.Leavemyyard.

Yourauntknewverywellyou'reathugandshe

didn'twantputherselfindebtsbytakingour

bogadi.

Refa:That’senough,sheheardyou.Canwe

haveaminute?

MmagweRefa:Idon'twantthis.....This...Thing

inmyhouse

Refa:(angrilyraisedhisvoice)Isaidthat's

enough!

Rotlhe:Don'traiseyour-

Refa:(angrily)Shutup!(pointed)Getout



Hismothershookherheadindisbeliefand

turnedbacktoAkwana...

MmagweRefa:(putherarm aroundher)Come

withme

OarabiletearfullylookedatAkwanaasshe

walkedoutrubbinghernoseunderMmagwe

Refa'swing.RefapickedOarabile'sphoneon

thefloorandshowedhisbrothersdoor.As

soonastheysteppedoutheclosedthedoor

andturnedbacktoOarabilewhoburstinto

tears,hepulledheroverandhuggedherasshe

cried...

Oarabile:Refano...Notmycousinagain..

Refa:IsweartoGodihaven'ttouchedher,i

didn'tdoanythingwithAkwana



Oarabile:(crying)Justlikeyoudidnothingwith

Chelsea?Shetoldmeaboutthehernightstand

andtheguywhogaveherP200,shetoldme

whathappenedthatnightandiknowtheway

youhavesex,shetoldmetheguydroveawhite

wildtrackexactlytheoneyourfatherhasand

youtoldmeyouhadtakenyourfather'scarand

hadalittleaccident,didyouforget?Onlyan

idiotwouldnotput2and2together

Refa:OkihadsexwithChelsea...Itwasaone

timething,itneverhappenedagain,whatabout

you?WhoisSteven?IsittheguywaAltezza?

Youdumpedmetodayremember?

Oarabile:(tearfully)IloveyouandI'dnever

cheatonyou

Refa:YoumustbethinkingI'm stupidifyou

thinkibelieveyourlies.(angrily)whoisSteven?

Ijusttoldyouthetruth..WhoisSteven?Ifyou

thinkI'm goingtonurseyoutogetthetruthlike

ididwithNatasha'spaternityyou'rewrong.



Oarabile:(crying)Stevenisabovemekaclass

butwewereclassmatesbeforeidroppedoutof

school.Heisgayandwebecamecloseagain

wheniwentbacktoschool.Thatcarwashis

father'sandiwastryingtomakeyoujealous

becauseithoughtyoulikedChelsea..

Refalookedatherlyingfaceandclenchedhis

jawsangrilyglaringather...

Refa:Clearlyyoudon'twanttofixthisandyou

wanttocreatemorelies,I'm doneplayingwith

you.Leave...

Oarabile:I'm tellingyouthetruth,RefaI'm not

lyingtoyou,areyousleepingwithAkwana?You

canaskAkwanaaboutSteven,sheknows

Stevenisgay.

Refa:Getout,gaoserious.I'm tiredofyourlies.



Oarabile:CanigetNatasha?

Refa:Dowhateveryouwant..Justleave

Shesteppedoutrubbinghereyes...

Atthehouse....

Akwanawashedherfaceandwalkedoutofthe

bathroom thenMmagweRefahandedher

anothertoweltorubherface..

Chelsea:(confused)Shehwena,elegoreRabio

tsenywekeeng?What'sherproblem

Akwana:Shejustattackedme

MmagweRefa:Peoplewhocheatalways

accuseothersofdoingthesamebutidon't

careaboutthat,howcanthiswomanhavethe



audacitytofightinmyyard?Ican'tbelievewe

almostmarriedthat.(handedAkwanaRefa's

oldt-shirt)Putonthatt-shirt,keyagaRefa...

Howcansheattackhercousininatowel,

draggingherlikethat..Thisgirlisdisrespectful.

Oarabilewalkedoverandstoppedatthedoor

lookingatthem..

Oarabile:IwantNatasha

Noneofthem respondedasAkwanaputon

Refa'st-shirtthenshewalkedinandpickedher

upwhileshewassleeping.

Oarabile:Gosiame...



Shewalkedoutrubbinghereyes....

AtSteven'sHouse...

LateronOarabileknockedonthedoorhanging

Natashaonhershoulder,Steven'smother

openedthedoorandsmiledather...

Her:OhhiRabi

Oarabile:Dumelang,okaeSteve?

Her:Youcancomein..Iwasjustleaving...

(steppedout)Steven?Therraoapeyewena...

Stevenwalkedoverswinginghislipsand

gaspedlookingatOarabile..

Steven:Heychoma...



Hismother:Therrawankutwa

Steven:(laughed)Iwastryingtoignoreyou...

YesI'llcook..

ShewalkedoutthenSteventurnedtohisfriend

andfrownedrubbinghereyes..

Steven:Girlfriendwhat'swrong?

Oarabile:(tearfully)Ithinkweoverdiditorwe

draggeditfortoolong.Heisnottakingitwell...

Steveican'tlosehim,iwantmymanback,we

havetogoandtellhim thetruthbecausehe

doesn'tbelieveme.Ican'tbelievemycousin’s

aredoingthistome..

Steven:Awwwbabes

Stevengotthebabyfrom herandlaidherdown

thentheyhuggedasshecried...



AttheBandaHouse...

LateronRefastoppedatthedoorholdingthe

carkeysandlookedatAkwana..

Refa:(softly)Canitakeyouhome?

Akwana:(stoodup)Ok..

Akwanapickedhertopandwalkedout..

Akwana:Chelseagoshapo

Chelsea:Wewilltalk

Akwana:(tothemother)Gosiame

MmagweRefa:Gosiamenana...Waitletme

givesomething.Come...



Theybothwalkedtoherbedroom asRefa

waitedinthecar.Onceinthebedroom

mmagweRefatookoutherbrandnewbedding

setandhandedittoAkwana..

MmagweRefa:Youmightneedthismorethani

do...Theyliketosleepincleanbedsandeat

goodfood

Akwana:(laughed)Whoisthey?

MmagweRefa:(laughed)Pleasevisit

tomorrow..

Akwana:Iwill..

Refahonkedoutside...

Akwana:Heisimpatient



MmagweRefa:Itrunsinthefamily,hurry.See

youtomorrow

Akwana:Bye

Shehurriedout...

Inthecar...

MeanwhileinthecarRefapressedhisphone

andraisedhisheadlookingatAkwanaandhis

motherexchangingalunchboxthensheran

over...

MmagweRefa:Kamoso...

Akwana:(laughedrunningover)Eemma

MmagweRefa:PassbyRefa'shouseandleave

him someinthefridge,relebetsegomo



tsholela.

Akwana:Eemma

Shejumpedinthecarsmiledandwavedone

lasttimebeforeherolledupthewindowsand

droveoutplayingmusic.

Refa:Areyouok?

Akwana:I'm fine.(shelookedattheJCLeroux

bottleintheback)ojelesengwekanaonwela

mojalwamotaleng?

Refa:(lookingatthelunchbox)What'sinthere

Akwana:It'sSeswaalephaleche

Refa:Morogo?

Akwana:(laughed)Inheretoo,yourmom says

youloveit

Refa:I'veneverseenhersopassionateabouta



girlbefore,whatspelldidyoucastonher?

Akwana:(laughedadjustingtheseatabitlower)

Sheseemsnice...Isawyourbabypictures,you

hadahappychildhood.Yourisaresponsible

manihopeyouturnoutlikehim.

Refa:Uh...UsedtothinkI'llhaveafamilybutthe

olderigetthemorethatiseelovingisnoteasy

andlovealoneisnotenough.

Akwana:Loveisliketree...Aseedisplanted,it

germinatesanditmustbeprovidedwithgood

conditionsforittogrowbiggerintoatree,once

grownitwillbearfruits..Beautifullittle

fruits...boysandgirls..

Helookedatherwiththecornerofhiseyes

smilingandlookedforwardthoughtfullywithout

sayinganything..



Akwana:What?

Refa:Nothing..Canyougivemeabottleatthe

back?

Akwana:No,youhavetoeatfirst.

Hiseyesfellonherthighsandyeahthatpicture

from thebathroom wasstillstuckinhis

memoryandthoughhefoughtiteachtimea

flashbackcamehejerked....

AtRefa'sHouse...

Minuteslaterheparkedinfrontofthehouse

andsteppedout,Akwanaremainedinthecar

lookingathim from thebackasheunlocked

thedoor.Hehadtherightshouldersandthe

detailsofhisnightwithChelseaneverlefther

mind.Theworldshetalkedaboutseemed



unrealandadaywithhisfamilyhadjustledher

intoapooloftemptation..

Heopenedthedoorandturnedaroundwaving

herover,shesteppedoutwiththelunchbox

andtohersurprisehestretchedhishandout

forher.Sheputherlittlehandonhisandhe

tookherinside...

Refa:(sighed)Thisiswhereistay...

Akwana:It'sreallybeautiful,I'veneverbeen

inside.OarabilealwaysleftmeoutsidewhenI

accompaniedher.

Refa:Sheisnotinchargeanymoreso...The

kitchenisoverthere...DoyourthingI'm going

totakeashower.

Akwana:Ok..



Shewalkedinthekitchenandputhisfoodina

whiteplateandopenedthefridge,shepaused

lookingatNatasha'syoghurtsandotherbaby

stuff,hewouldreallymakeagoodfather.There

wasnoquestionaboutthespecialtreatmenthe

wouldgiveawomancarryinghisveryown

blood...

Sheclosedthefridgelookedattheglass

wonderingwhatshewaslookingfor...

Akwana:Wine..

Sheopenedthefridgeagainandpouredforhim

thenhewalkedinshirtlesswithatowelhanging

onhisshoulderashewipedhisfacewiththe

otherend.



Refa:Areyoudone?

Akwana:Yeah

Hegrabbedtheforkandleanedovertakinga

fewbitesthenhetookasipofthewineand

turnedtoher..

Refa:Betweenyouandmymotherwhocooked

this?

Akwana:Shedidthemeat,ididtherest

Refa:Youguysmakeagoodteam..

Hereyeswondereddownandsureenoughit

wasvisible,nowsheknewitwasn’talllies.

Refa:Youknowwhattheysayaboutgirlswith

backdimplesright?



Akwana:(laughed)Whohasbackdimples,Refa

weeijaa

Refa:(laughed)I'm justmakingconversation,by

thewaythanksforhelpingoutathome.

Akwana:Anytime..

Refa:Everhadwinebefore?

Akwana:No

Hesteppedoverandgaveherasiplookingin

hereyes,sheswallowedandcurvedherlips..

Akwana:Notbad..

Hesippedandkissedherwiththewine,the

feelingofhislipsonherswasunexplainable

andheslowlysqueezedherbreastasshe

slowlyclosedhereyesthenhepulledaway



from herleavingherhungrywithpartlyopen

juicylips...

Refa:Bringmyfood...

Hewalkedoutandshecaughtherbreaththen

shepickedtheplateandhisglassfollowinghim

out.Hesatonthecouchandputhisotherfoot

onhiskneethenhechangedthechannel.

Akwanaplacedhisfoodonthetablethenhe

grabbedherbythewaistandshelosther

balancefallingintoasittingpositiononthe

couch.Sheturnedtohim toagainaskwhathad

justhappenedinthekitchenbuthewasalready

gettingupoffthecouchandkneelingdownon

thecarpet.



Hemovedinfrontofherandgrabbedherthighs

withhisthickhands.Inonefluidmotionhe

spreadherlegsandmovedhisbodybetween

them.Hemovedsoquicklyshewasconfused

butdidnotresist.Helookedupandmether

gazethenheslowlyleanedinagainforan

intensekisssointenseshecouldfeelhim

breathing.

Sheclosedherarmsaroundherchest

protectivelyandpulleddownherskirttakingher

pantieswithit,andthendroppedthem tothe

floor.Hepressedapartherpussycheeksand

grabbedhisthickblackveinedmushroom head

and#removed.

*

*

*

*



*

.

.
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AtRefa'sHouse...

(continuedfrom #removed)thenhegrabbed

herwaistandrammedher,hiscellphonerang

andatthebackofhisheadheknewwhoitwas.

Muchashewantedtoignoreitpartofhim

couldn'tbareherprobablycryingtogetherwith

hisdaughter.

HegrabbedAkwana'shairandslowlywalkedto



thelivingroom stillpluggedinherbreathing

hardonherneckasheleanedoverpickingthe

phone.Theybothlookedatthescreen

breathingheavilycoveredinsweatthenheput

hishandoverAkwana'smouthtosilenceher

andpicked..

Refa:(heldhisbreath)Yeah?

Oarabile:I'm atthegate,mpulelengwanawa

nkimela.

Refa:(heartskipped)Ok

Hehungupandthrewhisphoneonthecouch

thenheputhishandoverherneckheadlocking

herasherbuttinvoluntarilystuckouttohis

cork,hedrilledbackandforthslamming

againstherbuttandgrantingoverherneckas

shegrinnedholdinghislockedstrongarms..



Refa:(grunted)Ohshiiit....

Heoffloadedandunpluggedhimselfdragging

outatrailofhisjuices,hequicklypickedher

clothespushingthem onherchestasshe

turnedaroundconfused.

Refa:(panting)Rabiiscoming..Gotothe

wardrobe..

Natashacriedastheyapproachedthedoor,

Akwana'sconfusedstateannoyedhim ashe

impatientlypushedhertothebedroom and

openedbothdoorsashisdickwavedfrom side

toside....

Refa:Getin..



Akwana:Howlongdoihavetostayinthere?

Refa:Idon'tknowhowlongshewillstay,I'llget

hertoleavefaster.I'm sorryfordoingthis,I'm

reallysorrybutyouknowihavetoleaveher

properly.

Akwana:Iunderstand

Refa:Don'tgetthisthewrongway,I'm goingto

findawaytobalancethings.(grabbedherneck

andpulledheroverforakiss)You'remygirl...

Therewasaknockonthedoorandhe

remorsefullylookedinhereyesthenhekissed

heragainandpushedherin,shesatontopofa

largebagandputonherpantiesashesadly

lookedather...

Refa:I'm reallysorry,you'llneverhavetogo

throughthisagain.Putyourphoneonsilent.



Heclosedthedoorsandlockedthewardrobe

thenhesteppedoverthechairandplacedthe

keyoverthewardrobethenhegrabbedatowel

andrantotheshowerasOarabilecontinued

knocking.

Hesqueezedshowergelandlatheredhimself

alloverthenheturnedthetapascoldwater

washeddownthesoap.Stillstandingunderthe

runningwaterhewashedhisdickoverandover

thenheturnedaroundcleansinghimselfbefore

steppingoutandgrabbingatowelonhisway

out.

Hecalmlywalkedacrossthelivingroom

makingsureeverythingwasinorderbeforehe

openedthedoorandflashedasmile,Natasha

meltedoverandhepickedherkissingher



cheek..

Refa:Heyprincess...

OarabileandStevenwalkedinasRefapicked

thefemininityinhim thenhesighedandopened

thedooragain...

Refa:Getout..(lookingatSteven)Wena

Steven:(softly)I'm sosorry,i-

Refa:Otogao-(hepausedlookingatNatasha)

Ntagoroga...Tswamontungyame..

Steven:(walkedawayandgavehim ahand)

Whatever!Westillfuckedyouupanyways...It

ateyouuptothinkshewasouttheredidn'tit?

Refa:Ketaabaangwanayokegotsenyaclap

kana



Oarabile:(pulledhim back)Steviejustgo...Refa

pleaseclosethedoor

Heclosedthedoorandturnedaroundlooking

ather..

Refa:Youdumped,whatdoyouwantnow?

Oarabile:YousaidiliedkaStevenakere,there

heis...SaysomethingsinceI'm aliar

Hegottonguetiedlookingatherthensherolled

hereyesandwenttothebedroom whereshe

satonthebedtakingoffhershoes..

Oarabile:Whosecaristhat?

Refa:It'smine,youwouldn'thavenoticedit

becauseyouwerebusygettingfuckedbyyour



imaginaryboyfriend-Rabintagobetsakana

waitse?

Oarabile:(laughed)Ija

Refa:Don'tlaugh,you'vehurtmeanditwasn’t

funny.Don'tpullsuchpranksonmeidon't

respondsogoodtosuchfunnythings

Oarabile:(laughed)I'm sorry...SoaboutAkwana

Refa:(sighed)Itold-

Oarabile:Noibelieveyou...Shewasprobably

hittingonyouorwhatever,I'm sorry.Anyways

enoughaboutbitchescaniseemycar?

Refaputthebabydownandgotdressedthen

hegrabbedthecarkeysandledherout...

OarabilelockedthedoorwhileRefaputthe

babyinherseatthenshegotinthefrontseat

andsmiledadmiringtheinterior,hegotinand



closedthedoorthensheleanedoverand

kissedhim buthepulledhercloserforaFrench

kiss..

Refa:(softly)Iloveyou..

Oarabile:(smiled)loveyoutoo...

Heturnedthemusiconanddroveoff....

Don'tforgettoLike.

*

*

*

*

*

.
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AtRefa'sHouse...

HourslaterAkwanatearfullyrubbedhereyes

sittinginthedark,herphonereported15%

batteryandshedialedRefabuthedidn'tpickup.

ShedialedChelsea...

Chelsea:Hello?

Akwana:MmaagweRefaokae?



Chelsea:Holdforher

Refa'smother:Hello?

Akwana:Dumelang,itsAkwana.Iwascallingto

askifyoumighthaveRefa'ssparekeys.

Refa'smother:No,why?

Akwana:(loweredhervoice)Helockedmein

thewardrobe

Refa'smother:Hedidwhat?

Akwana:WeweretogetherthenOarabile

knocked..Ithoughthewon'ttakelongbutmy

phoneisabouttoswitchoffandheisnot

takingmycalls.Salebadule

Refa'smother:I'llcallhim myselfortalktohis

father.

Akwana:Thankyou

Shehungupandsighedleaningback..



InRefa'scar....

Meanwhilesoftmusicplayedinthecaras

Oarabileslowlytorethetakeawaypaperbagof

Nandosandsalivatedlookingatthegrilled

meat,shetoreasourcesachetandsqueezedit

ontopofthemeatthenthepickeditwithtwo

handsandleanedsinkingherteethintoitand

leaningbackchewing.

Refagrabbedherwristandpulleditoverashe

tookabiteandcontinueddriving..

Refa:Bythewaythereisaplotiwanttobuy

thisside,I'm talkingtotheowner.Canigoand

showyou?

Oarabile:Ok,let'sgo..



Hedrovetotheplotandstoppedatthegate

thentheybothsteppedoutandstoppedatthe

gatelookingattheemptyplot,Refastood

behindherandputhisarmsaround,heleaned

overandkissedherneck...

Refa:Whatdoyouthink?

Oarabile:Iloveit...Ilovethatbigtree..

Refa:Iwanttobuildahugefoundationover

theresoicanbuilditwithoutahurryevenifit

takesme5yearstobuildit..(pointed)Iwant

thepooloverthere...Andaplaygroundforour

childrenoverthere.Iwanttohavealotof

children...

Oarabile:Howmanyisalot?

Refa:6children,it'snotthatbadright?

Oarabile:Notreally



Refa:Kantedoyouusecontraceptives?

Oarabile:Yes

Refa:(frowned)Why?

Oarabile:Whynot?I'm studentRefaandi

sufferedwithmyfirstborn.Ireallydon'thave

planstohaveanotherbabyanytimesoon.I'll

haveasecondbornwhenihaveapermanent

andpensionablejob,ahouse,acarandaring

onmyfinger.

Refa:Andifnoneofthathappens?

Oarabile:Whywouldn'tithappen?

Refa:Wedon'talwaysgetwhatwewant,doyou

thinkallthewomenouttherewhodon'thave

carsdon'tdream ofhavingtheirowncars?

Oarabile:I'llmakesureithappens,maybeican't

makeamanmarrymebuticanmakesurei

passandgetajobthenbuymyselfacarand

build



Refa:Youreallythinkitsthateasy?Whatifyou

don'tfindajob?Alotofgraduatesare

unemployed

Oarabile:Whyareyoudiscouragingme?

Refa:I'm not,ijusthaveaproblem withtheway

you'replanningyourlifewithoutincludingme.

Whataboutwhatiwant?

Oarabile:Whatdoyouwant?

Refa:Beopenmindedandhaverealisticgoals,i

don'thaveaproblem marryingyoubecausei

loveyoubutwehaveissueswhichithinkifwe

waitacoupleofmoreyearswewon'thave

becauseyou'llbeolderespeciallytheissuewith

youraunt.Myparentsthinkshehasapoint

concerningthatgatweishouldgiveyoutimeto

geteducation.Don'tworryaboutgetting

marriedbutajob?Acar?Yourownhouse?

Oarabile:(sighed)Okyouhaveapointsohow

aboutwhenifinishschoolthen?Isthatgood?



Hesmiledandkissedherastheystoodthere

bothholdingoneanother'swaist,hisfather's

ringtonecameonandheslidthephoneoutand

pickedkissingRabi...

Refa:Hello?

Him:Whoislockedupinyourwardrobe?

HelookedOarabileintheeyesandkissedher

calmlythenheslowlyletgoofherandstepped

asideloweringhisvoice.

Refa:Ididn'tthinkI'dtakelong.

Him:(angrily)KeorobalabanabamothoRefa?

Doyouknowthatthosegirlsmotherswere

sisters?Whydoyouwanttogetintothisfamily

andturnitupsidedownlikethis?Wheredidigo



wrongwithyou?

Refa:Papakana-

Him:Refawee?Refa?

Refa:Rra?

Him:Don'tdothistothesekids,they'rejustlittle

girlswhoshouldbeworriedaboutdoing

homework.Theiragematesonlystressabout

passingatschoolbutbecauseoftheirpoor

backgroundthey'reforcedtothinkandactlike

grownwomen,stophurtingthesegirlslikethis.

Youcan'tabusethepoweryouhave.

Hetookadeepbreathleaningoverthefence

andturnedaroundlookingatOarabile...

Him:Gapeotaalwalamalwetsibecauseidoubt

you'reusingprotection.Phonagaewelwewelwe

helakampaasebete,tsatsilebagolomangle



one!

Refatriednottofindhisvocabularyfunnybut

helaughedandputhishandinthepocket

lookingatOarabileasshepickedthebabyfrom

thecar..

Refa:HaveyouopenedthedoorforAkwana?

Him:Yourbrothersandiareonourwaythere.

Refa:Thankyou

Him:Weneedtotalkassoonaspossible

Refa:I'llpassbytomorrow.

Him:Bye

HehungupandapproachedOarabilekissing

herandpickingthebaby...



Refa:Let'sgogetice-cream

Oarabile:Wasthatyourmother?

Refa:No,myfather

Oarabile:Yourmotherdoesn'tlikeme

Refa:Givehertime,don'tworryaboutit.She

wasjustangry

Oarabile:Ok..

Theygotinthecaranddroveoff...

AttheBandaHouse....

MeanwhileRona'smotherhandedChelseaa

bowlofmotogoandsatnexttoher...

Her:YoushouldtalktoRonaaboutbuyingmore



milkespeciallyforyou,motsetsiojamadilaand

itsjustP30020liters.Iwantafreshnursing

mother.

Chelsea:I'lltalktohim.

Her:Iknowhedoesn'tmakemuchandI'lltalk

tohisbrothertohelphim outsincehemakesa

littlemorebutyoushouldencouragehim to

helpout.

Chelsea:I'lldothat.

Ronaknockedatthemaindoorandwalked

acrossthehouseashismothergotup...

Her:Letmegiveyoutwotimealone,

Chelsea:Eemma

ShewalkedoutasRonastoppedatthedoorin



hisblueoveralls.Hesmiledandslowlysat

downthenChelseahandedhim thebaby...

Rona:Howareyou?

Chelsea:I'm good...yourmothersaysweshould

contributebybuyingmilk

Rona:Yeah,shehasapointbutmybudgetsare

alittletightatthemoment.I'm alreadypaying

rent,istillhavetobuyfurniturekanaI'm using

mattress.

Chelsea:Iunderstand..Atleastwearedone

withtheBenzlady

Rona:Yeah..Iwanttotakeafewoldfurniturein

myroom andtakeittomyhouse.

Hismotherwalkedin...



Rona:caniborrowyourcar?Iwanttomove

someofthethingsyou'renotusinghereand

makeuseofthem

Her:Idon'thavefuel,wenaRonayouneverfuel

thecaratleastRefawatshelahalftankwenao

xhonakoloieboaelemogoE

Rona:Idon'thaveenoughmoneyatthe

moment-

Her:It'salwaysthesamestorywithyou,ask

Ronatoborrowyouhiscar.

Chelsea:ThatVivobelongstoRefa?

Her:Yes,heboughtityesterdaybuwangleene

aleadime.Idon'thavefuel

Ronaleanedbackalittleembarrassedand

sighedthenheputthebabydownandstoodup..

Rona:I'm goingforasmoke,I'llbeback



Chelsea:Ok

HewalkedoutasChelsealaidonherside

thoughtfullylookingatherson...

AtAkwana'sHome...

LaterthateveningRefa'sfatherparkedatthe

gatethenAkwanasteppedoutandclosedthe

doorshamefully..

Akwana:Thankyou

Refa'sfather:Goodnight

HereversedthecaranddroveoffwhileAkwana

approachedthefireareawherehermotherwas

sittinghavingtea.Assoonasshesatdown



Refa'scarstoppedatthegateandOarabile

steppedoutwithNatashaholdingalittleplastic.

MmaagweAkwana:Whoseclothsareonthe

bed?

Akwana:Clothes?

MmaagweAkwana:men'sclothes,ke

itsheletseP100inoneofthepocketstsa

marokgwe

Akwana:Jesus,Refa'sclothes..Letmegowash

them nowdilalemoterateng

MmaagweAkwana:Wagoduela?

Akwanawalkedawaypretendingshedidn'thear

thelastpart,Oarabilegreetedherauntand

walkedinthehousewhereAkwanawasputting

Refa'sclothesinthebath.Shefrownedas

Akwanapickedapackofwashingpowderand



fabricsoftener..

Oarabile:IsthatRefa'sclothes?

Akwanalookedatheroncewithoutawordand

walkedoutthenOarabilefollowedherout...

Oarabile:ArethoseRefa'sclothes?

Akwana:Yes.

Oarabile:Whyareyouwashingmyman's

clothes?

Akwana:Heaskedmeto.Ishesupposedto

weardirtyclothesjustbecauseyoucan'ttake

careofhim?

Oarabileslappedheracrossthefaceand

chargedather,theyfellonthegroundand



piercedherteethintoOarabile'scheek.Oarabile

screamedkickingasNatashaburstintotears,

theauntranoverandtriedtopullAkwanaoff

butshestoodwithOarabile'scheek..

Oarabile:(crying)Akwanawampolaalesago

ntoma

Aunt:(shakingandslappingAkwana'sheadoff)

Akwana??Akwana??

Natasha:(crying)Mama?

*

*

SinfulDuty

#21

AtOarabile'sHouse....



AkwanafinallyletgoofOarabileandspatblood

rubbinghermouthtearfully...

Akwana:(screaming)I'm tiredofyoubeating

meeverychanceyouget,I'm reallysickand

tiredofyou.

MmaagweAkwana:Whyareyoufighting?

Oarabile:(angrily)AkwanaiswashingRefa's

clothesandwheniaskedhersheansweredme

withanattitude.Ididn’tevenslapherthathard

andshebitesmelikethis(touchedhercheek)I

can'tbelieveyou'ddothistome

Akwana:Youbeatmeinthemorningandi

didn'thityouback,you'regettingusedtoit!I'm

fedupwithyourviolence..

Natashacontinuedcryingastheyarguedthen

Akwanapickedheruprockingandshushingher



asOarabileangrilypointedaroundexplainingto

heraunt.

Oarabile:(angrily)Putmydaughterdown...Tisa

ngwanake...

Shesnatchedherdaughterfrom herandwalked

backinthehousepackingherthings,

mmaagweAkwanafollowedherinsideand

stoodbythedoor..

MmagweAkwana:Whereareyougoing?

Oarabile:I'm goingtostaywithRragwe

Natashabecauseican'tliveinthesamehouse

withAkwana,shewantstotakemymanand

you'renotsayinganything.

MmagweAkwana:I'm stillshockedby

everythingyoujusttoldme,idon'twantyouto



leaveRabi.YouknowBoagonolongertakes

careofme.You'remyonlydaughter...Even

Akwanaisuselessasyoucansee...

Akwana:(tearfully)SoI'm uselessbecausei

can'tprostitutemyselflikeotherpeople

Oarabile:Whoisotherpeople?Don'ttalklike

thatbecauseibringfoodhere.Kooreobonye

goreRefagivesmemoneyeverymonthandi

buyeverythingnowyouwantthesourceofthe

money?What'ssohardaboutfindinga

boyfriend?Whywashhisclotheswhenyoucan

seeI'm here?

Akwana:Yourmanbeggedmetowashhis

clothes,heevenofferedtopaymebutforyour

sakeisaidno.

Oarabile:I'm notthatstupid.

MmagweAkwana:AkwanayouoweRabiand

apologyandyoumuststayawayfrom Refa,he

isherman.



Akwana:Wenammeyou'reanopportunist,

whoeverbringsmoneyhomeyoufavourthe

most.YoufavouredBoagountilsheleftand

nevergaveyouanythingnowOarabileis

bringingfoodandI'm thebaddaughter?

Oarabile:I'm leaving,thereisnousestaying

herebecauseyoudon'tevenwantmetoget

married.HadyouallowedmetogetmarriedI'd

neverforgottenyoubecauseyou'relikea

mothertomebutIseeyou'repullingmeback

internationally.Youwantmetoloseallthegood

thingsinmylife..

MmagweAkwana:Rabiyou'remyonlyhope,

pleasesitdown...Younevertalkback,please

don'tstartnow...(tearfully)Ican'tloseyou...I'm

notperfectbutwecanworkoutourproblems.

Phosoetsalwalemothoibilegaeronamogolo,

bothalejwaphalabotswaphalaneng...



OarabilesatonthebedandputNatashaonher

lapthenherauntsatnexttoher...

Aunt:Canyougirlstellmewhatisgoingon

Akwana:Oarabilehasbeenplayinggameswith

Refa'sheart,sheignoredhim forthreemonths

playinggameswithhergayfriendandicouldn't

eventellRefathatbecauseOarabilewantedto

"teachhim alesson".Hegottiredofwaitingand

askedmetohelphim washhisclothes,todayi

visitedChelseaandsheattackedmethinking

I'm sleepingwithRefa.

MmaagweAkwana:Areyousleepingwithhim?

Akwana:No,I'm not...

Akwanastoodupandputonhertopthenshe

walkedoutasOarabileputherhandsoverher

facecrying.TheauntpickedNatashaand



shushedher...

MmaagweAkwana:SorryRabi...Howisyour

cheek?Letmesee...(sheleanedoverand

frowned)Let'sgototheclinic,youmightnotbe

abletogotoschooltomorrowifgetstoo

swollen.

Oarabilepackedherhandbagandgother

medicalcard....

AtRefa'sHouse....

LateronRefalaidonhisbackbythecouchwith

alaptoponhisstomachwatchingcrime

documentaries.Therewasaknockonthedoor,

hepausedthedoccuandturnedhishead

carefullylistening.Therewasaknockagain,he



putthelaptopdownandwalkedtowardsthe

doorinhisboxerbriefsrepackinghisdick.He

openedthedoorandAkwanaangrilywalkedin...

Akwana:Howcouldyouleavemeinthe

wardrobeforhours?Andthenyoudon'teven

call?

Hestuckhisheadoutlookingbothwaysand

closedthedoorthenhelockeditandcheckedif

indeeditlocked.

Refa:Icouldn'tcallyounotknowingifyou're

withRabiornot,I'm sorry.

Akwana:Whatareyourintentionswithmeand

mycousin?Don'tlietomebecauseiheardyou

talkingtoherwhileiwasinthewardrobe,what

doyouwantRefa?



Helookedinhereyesandsighed..

Akwana:PleasetellmetoleaveandI'llnever

troubleyouagain

Hetouchedhercheekandleanedinkissingher.

Refa:Iloveyoubothandican'treallydecide

rightnowbecauseihaven'tspentenoughtime

withyouparticularly.Sofariknowidon'tlike

thewayRabidoesthings,idon'tthinkshereally

lovesmebecausedespiteherlivingconditions

shewon'tmoveinwithmegapehelasheisa

bitimmature.Ididn’tlikethatstuntshepulled

andidon'tevenbelievethat'sallthathappened.

Sheprobablycheatedonmeandusedhergay

friendasanescape.Idon'twantawomanwho



cheats,makeothermistakesbutcheatingno.I

stillhavetoseewhat'sgoingonwithher

becauseshestillconfusesme.

Akwana:Shouldimoveinwithyou?

Refa:Youcan't,Rabiwouldkillme

Akwana:How?Itsyourhouse

Refa:Akicomeon..

Akwana:Youcomeon!Areyouscaredofher

kanajang?(sighed)youknowwhatI'm leaving...

Rabibeatmeupforwashingyourclothesby

theway.Ican'tevengohomebecausenowwe

arefighting,I'm basicallyhomelessfortryingto

helpyouout...Mymotherissidingwithher

becauseshebringsmoneyhome.Sinceidon't

haveaboyfriendnobodyreallycaresthatRabi

beatsme.Thanksforwhatever..Bye

ShetouchedthelockbutRefagrabbedher



wrist...

Refa:Whatdoyoumeanyoudon'thavea

boyfriendkeleteng...Don'tbeababy,youknow

iloveyoubutican'tjustjumpfrom yourcousin

toyou,thatwouldmakemeaplayer

Akwana:Aren'tyouone?Whycan'tyoujust

decideandfreeme?

Refa:Spendanightsowecantalk.

Akwana:Talkaboutwhatakerewareyoucan't

decidewhoyouwanttobewith

Refa:Nowyou'rebeginningtoactlikeOarabile

andit'snotcute..

Shestoppedandtearfullyfoldedherarmsashe

touchedhercheekandleanedoverkissingher,

hepickedherupandwalkedtothebedroom

wherehelaidonthebedandkissedher..



Hepulledouthisdickandmovedherpanties

asideandslidinasshegasped.Therewasa

knockonthedoorandhepaused..

Akwana:Don'tstop...

Refa:Wait..ItmightbeRabi

Akwana:IfitsherI'm notgettinginthe

wardrobe...

Hepulledoutandfixedhisboxerbriefsashe

movedthecurtains,hisheartalmostfelloutof

hisribcagelookingatOarabileandNatasha...

Refa:It'sher..

Akwana:I'm notgettinginthewardrobeagain.



Hesighedandputonhissweatpantsthenhe

headedtothedoorandopenedthedoor.

Natashameltedinhishandsonceagainandhe

steppedoutgettingher...Heclosedthedoor

andRabifrowned..

Oarabile:Whyareyouclosingthedoor?

Refa:Ihavefriendsover,whyareyoucoming

overannounced?Yourefusedtomoveinwith

mesoyoucan'tjustcomeoveranytimeyou

want.

Oarabile:Issheinthere?

Refa:It'smycoworker,canyoucomeback

tomorrow?

Oarabilesteppedbackandpickedhalfabrick

from thegroundthenshefacedhisnewcar.



Refa:Whatthehelldoyouthinkyou'redoing?

SkabatagonkgolegaRabiautw?

Oarabile:TellhertoleaveorI'm breakingyour

car.(angrily)YouthinkI'm joking?

Shewalkedtothewindowandbangedonit

withherhand...

Oarabile:(shouted)Hetaotswemoo...!Youbit

meandwalkedoutkanteotakwano?

Shesteppedbackandpulledoffthesleevesof

hertopwalkingtowardsRefa...

Oarabile:(angrily)I'm notplayingwithyouRefa,

openthisdoor.I'm notlettinganothermanuse



meagain...Letthatbitchcomeoutnow.You

thinkI'm stupidakere?

Refawalkedbackinthehouseandpickedhis

carkeysthenheputNatashainherseatand

gotinthecar.

Refa:Whoeverbreaksanythinginmyhousewa

gosereka...

Herolledupthewindowsanddroveoff.

Oarabilepushedthedoorandwalkedin...

Don'tforgettoLike..

*

*

*



*

*

.

.

.
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AtRefa'sHouse...

Oarabile'sfootstepsapproached,Akwana

jumpedoffthebedandlockedthebedroom

door,Oarabileshookthelockandbangedon

thedoorshouting...

Oarabile:(angrily)I'm goingtobreakyourhead

withthisbrick,whycan'tihaveagoodthing



withoutanyofyougettingitfrom me?Youhave

amotherandlivedahappylifewhycan'tijust

behappy?whycan'tyoujustbehappyforme

insteadofwantingmyhappiness?

Akwana:OarabileicametotellRefaaboutwhat

happened,Refawantedmebut-

Oarabile:(tearfully)You'relying,hedoesn'twant

you

Akwana:Rabiyouhavetostopfightingsowe

cantalk,allthesefightingisthereasonwhyhis

motherdoesn'tlikeyou.Waithoogatsakago

lwaandpeoplewon'tevencarethatyou'rethe

victim here.I'm goingtogetdefensivetooifyou

attackmeyetiwrongedyou.

Oarabileputthebrickdownandsliddownthe

doorcrying.Akwanaswallowedtearfullysitting

onthebedthensheopenedthedoor.



Akwana:Canwetalk?Calmly...Please...

Shecontinuedcryingwithherheaddownthen

Akwanapulledherupandtheyhugged.

Akwana:I'm sorry,youhaveitallwrong.You

knowmeRabi...I'dneverintentionallyhurtyou.

Oarabile:Butyou'resleepingwithRefa...

Akwana:Rabiosurekaseobuwangkasone?I

wenttoseeChelsea,whenIgotthereRona's

motherwasstruggling,youknowshedoesn't

haveadaughterdoistepintohelpas

Chelsea'scousin.Icleanedthathouseandtook

ashower,idon'tknowhowRefaendedupin

therebutsincehismotherhadsaidshewillgive

atoweliassumedshesenthim.Yestheguy

staredatmebutitoldhim toleave

Oarabile:Youdidn'tdoanything?



Akwana:No,nothing.Todaywhenyouattacked

meicameheretotellhim thatyouattackedme,

ididthatsohecanpaymeandwheniheard

yououtsideiaskedhim nottoletyouin

becauseiwasafraidofyou.Ithoughtyou'll

thinkI'm sleepingwithhim forsure.Honestly

speakingidon'tthinkRefaisasgoodaswent

thinkbecauseompatileeemmekemoganne

andhetoldmehesleptwithChelsea.Why

wouldisleepwithhim arobetseChelsea?Did

hetellyou?...Thisguyisaliar..

Oarabileslowlysatonthebedandputher

handsoverherfacecrying...

Oarabile:Hetoldme

Akwana:SowhywouldIwanthim tosleepwith

allofus?Youhavetostopjumpinginto

conclusionslikethis,lookatusnow...Fighting



andtraumatisingNatasha.Youbeatmeinthe

morningandnowagain,I'm notfightingfor

RefaI'm defendingmyself.Stophittingme,i

don'twantRefaandifitmakesyoufeelany

betterilljustnevertalktohim again.Ifiwas

youI'dleavehim becausethereisnowayhe

respectsyou,whywouldhewantyourcousins?

HeisusingNatashatohurtyou...Nnahanekele

wenankabokemothala.

Oarabilerubbedhertearsandcalmlysighed...

Akwana:Ifiwasanotherpersonnkabokemo

dumetsebutkemoganneandyeahhedidn't

takeitwell,evenwantedtoforcehimselfonme

butistoodmygroundkoorewenawagotalela.

Heknowsyou'redesperateforhishelpka

Natasha..Monnagobatahaarelwantsharemo

thalarothe.Let'sjustcallhim andleavehim rele



mmogobecauseheprobablythinkshecan

playsusandgetawaywithit.

Oarabile:No..I'm notreadytoleavehim.

Akwana:Ehe..(stoodup)I'm goinghome.I

hopeyoutwowilltalk.Pleasethinkabout

leaving,thereisnopointindatingmonnawa

lebeletebecausehewillonlybringyoudisease.

Oarabile:Kelebeletelame,osiameI'lltalkto

him thistimekeutwagoreareng.

Communicationisalwaysthebesttool.He

includesmeineverybigdecisionhemakesso

it'sbestigivehim awarningbeforetakingsuch

abigdecisionandI'm notreallydesperatefor

him.Heisn'tusingNatashaeither,weshould

givecreditwhereitsdue.Refaisagoodfather.

Akwanasighedandopenedthedoorthen

Oarabilestoodupandfollowedherout..



Oarabile:I'm sorryforhittingyouandihopeone

daywewillbeoverthisbutjustsowearecleari

don'twantyoutalkingtoRefa,don'tcometohis

houseordohim anyfavours.I'm basically

tellingyoutoerasehim from yourmemoryand

gobacktothecousiniusedtoknow.Iknowmy

manhasaluringsmileandnowthatheis

workingheistwiceattractive,thatiknowbuti

don'texpectyoutodrooloverhim.Iwantto

believethatthisismisunderstandingwewill

neverhave.

Akwana:Ok..

Shewalkedout...

AttheBandaHouse...

RefawalkedinandstoppedatChelsea's



bedroom doorthenheputNatashadownwho

walkedinandsatnexttothebaby.

Chelsea'seyesfellonRefa'spricyshoeand

theireyesmetasherubbedhisheadbefore

lookingathismother..

Refa:IsRotlhearound?

Her:Idon'tknow,checktheirhouse

Refa:Ok,ChelseawatchNatashaforaminute.

Chelsea:Ok

Her:Didyourbrothercallyouaboutborrowinga

car?

Refa:No,whendoesheneedit?

Her:Idon'tknow,yournephewneedswetwipes

andthemotherdoesn'thavesourmilkforthe

porridge.



Heinstantlytookouthiswalletandhandedhis

motherP200asChelseasadlylookedather

son.

Refa:I'llhelphim outmonthendgoneana

gakenamadi.I'm tryingtosaveforthatplotsoi

don'ttakeahugeloan

Her:Ohyeah,irememberyoutalkingaboutthat.

Dirakapelarraoagegongweodiiwakego

becha

Refa:Nnagakebatebanababatsholelwang

modirenteng.

Her:(laughed)Wise,howwasthefoodAkwana

cooked?

Refa:(lookedawayabitembarrassed)They

weregood,sheisagoodcook.

Her:Sheis,pleasedropherhereinthemorning



soshecanhelpmewithafewthings.

Refa:I'lldothat,bye

Chelsea'sfacedroppedasshetookouther

phoneandtextedhercousin...

Chelsea:HiRabi,hopeyou'regood.Babespray

foryourrelationship.

Oarabile:Whatdoyoumean?

Chelsea:Ican'tputmyfingeronit,ialsocan't

pointfingersatpeoplebutloveprayforyourself

andNatasha.Youhaveagoodthinggoingon,

webeenthroughalotandwecan'taffordtofail.

I'm constantlyembarrassedherebecauseRona

isstrugglingfinanciallyandI'm notcontributing,

I'm eventhinkingaboutfindingajobbecause

schooldoesn'tworkformesinceI'm notgifted.

Oarabile:That’sagoodideaplusyouhavea



babysitter.

Chelsea:Yes,idon'twantthem tothinkI'm a

burdenanditjusthurtsmeseeingRonainthat

state.Nowiknowwhyhesmokesalot.I'm not

speakingbadabouthismamabutithinkshe

lovesRefamorebecauseheistheeducated

onewithagoodpay.Ronadidn'tgofarandhe

doesn'tmakemuch,ikindofknowwhyhe

neverlikedstayinghome.Heisalwaysout

becausetheyputhim downandcomparehim

tohisbrother.

Oarabile:Kemathata.Refatoldmehehadsex

withyou,whydidn'tyoutellme?

Chelsea:Ididn'twanttospoilitforyouandi

figuredthatsinceitmeantnothingandiknow

I'llneverdothatwithhim itwashistory...Please

don'tleaveyourmanbecausehesleptwithme

unknowingly,ididn'tknowtoo

Oarabile:Iknowyoudidn'tknow.



Chelsea:Ilikehim foryou,hehasflawsbuthe

lovesyou.Bestrongandpleasestopthegames

ihearyou'replayingthatside.Thinklikea

womanandliveforNatasha,hehasagood

father.Don'ttakeitforgranted...Sitthatman

downandsetsomegroundrules.

Oarabile:It'slikeyoureadmymind.

Chelsea:AlsolimitwhatyoutellAkwana,I'm

notaccusingherbutsheishuman,ahumanin

needsodon'ttempther.Youknowwhatimean.

Oarabile:Iknow,bye

Chelsea:Bye,heisherewithNatasha

Oarabile:Atleastheisnotoutcheating,heis

gettingaspecialtreatbeforeourtalk.

Chelsea:

SheputherphonedownandtalkedtoNatasha.



Attheservant'squarters...

FelaopenedthedoorthenRefawalkedinand

tookoffhist-shirt..

Fela:(loweredhisvoice)I'm withafriend..

Refa:Rotlheokae?

Fela:Ochekilemongwe..

Refawalkedtowardsthebedandpeeledoffthe

blankets,ateenshylyputapillowoverherhead

blockingher15yearoldbreaststhenhe

coveredherupagainandlookedathislittle

brotherputtingonhistshirt...

Refa:Ifyougetcaughtwithheryou'regoing

downfordefilementwaaitseakere?Itdoesn't



matterifyou'rebothminors.

Refa'sphonerang..

Refa:Hello?

Akwana:Whereareyou?

Refa:KogoboRotlhe,why?

Akwana:Okasentogelakanopahelamothoho

jaloabootsamaya,hetaotseyedilotsagago.

{Youcan'tleavemehanging,comegetthis

pussy}

Refa:Okae?{whereareyou?}

Akwana:Kehastoppongnekerekeyalapeng.

{atthetaxistop}

Refa:Keeta.{coming}

Hehungupandwalkedout...



Refa:Anduseprotectionwenaotaregolega.

Kaofelaclosedthedoorandsighedinrelief.

Atthestop..

MinuteslaterRefaparkednexttoherthenshe

jumpedinandclosedthedoor.

Refa:Rabiokae?

Akwana:Atyourhouse,wetalkedandsheisn't

leavingyou.Iguesseverythingisonyounow.I

wishihadn'ttastedyou,itwouldbeeasierto

walkawayfrom allthesebutnowican't

becauseIloveyou..(tearfully)It'seasytojudge

otherpeopleuntilyou'reinasituation,ican't



helpbutthinkyou'rejustusingmebutIstill

can'tstopwantingyou...

Refa:Thereisnothingwrongwithsharing,there

isnoneedforyoutohurt...Icantakecareof

bothofyou.(touchedhercheek)Don’tcry..

MinuteslaterheparkedinfrontofMmaagwe

Akwana'sgateandkissedherslidinghishand

inherpanties.Headjustedherseatandpaused

kissingher...

Refa:(whisperedinhermouth)let'sgotothe

back..

Akwanacrawledtothebackthenhejoinedher

andsatdownpushinghispantswaistband

down,hepulledheroverasshesatonhislap

andkissedhim.



Hisphoneranginthepocketandhepicked

leaningonhisbackwatchingAkwanatakeoff

hertopandherintactbreastsbouncingright

beforehiseyes..

Refa:(hereachedforherbreastandsqueezed

herpointynipple)Hello?

Oarabile:(softly)I'm waitingforyouinbed..

Refa:(smiledbitinghislip)Really?

Akwanaleanedoverandkissedhisneckputting

herhandbehindherbackandholdinguphis

hardblacksnake..

Refa:I'llbetherrrrrr



HeheldhisbreathasAkwana#removed..

***

Shepulledupherpantiesandsteppedoutof

thecarsmilingnaughty..

Akwana:Tsamaaomojakathotiesetseng...

Helookedatherindisbeliefasshewalkedin

throughthegateanddisappearedthroughthe

darknight.Hestillwasn'tsurewhathadjust

happenedbecausehesureashellwasn'tin

controlandhewassureheheardhimself

beggingher..

Refa:(whispered)WTF!



Hejumpedtothefrontseatanddrovehome

shirtless.

AtRefa'sHouse...

Minuteslaterheclosedthecardoorandputon

hist-shirtasheknocked.Oarabileopenedthe

doorinamatchingbraandg-string...

Oarabile:(smiled)weneedtotalk..

Refa:Ineedashower,I'm burning

Oarabile:(smiled)Wewillshowerafter,don't

youwantthis?It'sbeen3months.

Heclosedthedoorandpickedherupwalkingto

thebedroom whilekissingher,helaidherdown



andkissedheragainassheslowlyopenedher

eyessuspiciouslylookingathisface.Hehad

thefragranceshecouldnevermistakenfor

anyone..

Hekissedherneckastearsfilledhereyesand

droppedatthecornersofhereyes,sheslidher

handinhisboxerbriefsandtouchedhishard

blackAnaconda.Asifshewasstrokinghim she

pulledbackhisforeskinandherhandslipped

onthejuices....Shesecretlyputthehandover

hernoseandclosedhereyesastearsrolled

downintoherears.

Hegrabbedhisdickandblockedherasshe

whimperedtearfully.

Refa:(whispered)I'm sorry.....



Helookedinhertearfuleyesholdinghisdick

andslowlyslidin,sheburstintotearswithher

armsaroundhisneckthenheleanedover

kissingherand#removed...

*

*

*

*

*
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AtRefa'sHouse...

Theypantedloudlyholdingoneanothertightly

ashefilledherup.Hegrunteddroppinghislast

andheavedasighofreliefstillontopofher,he

turnedtosealitallwithakissbutOarabile's

eyesshrunkinangerasshelookedupathim,

shebitherlowerlipandslappedhim acrossthe

faceashepulledoutsteppingback..

Oarabile:(angrily)Whatmakesyougetontop

ofmewithanotherwoman'ssweat?



Hisheartpoundedlookinginhereyesasher

nosespasmedwitheverybreathshetook,she

walkedoverandpunchedhim ashecoveredhis

headturningaway.

Oarabile:WantwaelaneRefa?Orutwakenggo

nthobalakaleswelagaAkwana?

Refa:I'm sorry..

Shepunchedhim evenharderashegrabbed

bothherarms,shekickedhim andhemoved

behindherandhuggedherfrom behindfalling

onthebedwithhisbackstillholdingherbothof

them naked..

Refa:Rabiweebabereetsa...kanawago

ithonkgelahalerameng,Rabi?

Oarabile:(shakingandpinchinghim)Letgoof



me!

Refa:Soyoucanhitme?Promiseyouwon't

fight...Promise

Oarabile:Iwon't

Heletgoofher,sheangrilypickedhisbootand

whippedhim severaltimesasheranbehindthe

curtains,theirstruggledroppedthewhole

curtainrailandshehithim evenharderuntilhe

raninthewardrobeandclosedthedoor..

Refa:Rabiweeakorebuehelaresalwe...Ke

utuleanditwon'thappenagain.

Oarabile:(cryingandbangingonthedoor)

Openthisdoor,I'm cuttingyourdickrightnow...

Refa:Babe..?Canyoupleasecalm down,you're

stressedoutand-



Hereyesfellonthekeysthensheturnedthem,

Refapausedtalkingandbangedonthedoor..

Refa:Heh,heh,Rabiweebulathemmakanteo

iraenganong..

Shewenttothebathroom andtookalong

showerthenshecamebackandsatonthebed

preparingherself.

MeanwhileinthewardrobeRefafrowned

listeningforanymovements...

Refa:Babeisthatyou?

Oarabile:Don'tcallmebabe,isthatwhatyou

callmycousintoo?

Refa:Openthedoor



Oarabile:(calmlyapplyinglotiononherarms)

Youshouldgetcircumcised...ican'tbelieveyou

haveadvertisedyouruncircumciseddicktomy

wholefamilyembarrassingmelikethat,don't

youknowrealmenarecircumcised?

Refa:Isupposeyouhaveseenthedicksof

"theserealmen"uh?Howmanydickshaveyou

seenmadam dickexpert?

Oarabile:Theonlythingyourmotherknows

howtodoistochoosewomenforyouandi

guaranteeyoutheonesheischoosingforyou

isthewrongonebecauseshechosetoleave

thehospitalwithalittleboythathasaforeskin.

Iblameyourmotheronthisone...(calmly

applyingonherlegs)Andthenyouwalkaround

withyourchesthighlikeBatistayetyou'renot

circumcised,youembarrassedmebeforemy

cousins..Kobatengkwabanjasetshegomo

dipelongbareboRabitheebakgonagoineelela

matalotalo,oyegokgaolamasweaoagagorra.



LegalekaotaajaeneAkwanannayamekuku

oejelelabohelokaleswelamabelete.

Insidethewardrobehesatnudeontheshoes

leaningagainstthecoldwalllisteningtoher

withhisheaddown.

Oarabile:Waboramogomaswe,you're

embarrassing...Thereisabitchthenthereis

you...Kooreoijelwakemongwelemongwe

hela,nextthingmyauntwillbetastingyourugly

uncircumciseddickandbeforeiknowitthe

wholeMaunknowsiactuallydatedan

uncircumcisedman.Nowonderyoudidn'thave

agirlfriend..

Refa:(swallowedandrubbedhisface)Kego

utuleI'llgetcircumcised

Oarabile:Goreofebesentekaleretelelente?



Refa:No,canyoupleaseletmeout?I'm sitting

nudeontheshoesdiankokonela.Ketogake

holosadisututsekedialagoneha

Oarabile:DialeeeakereAkwanakewashgirlya

gago,nxlawaitseRefawantwaela.Santsekesa

dumelegoreotswagorobalaAkwanaaboo

tagompalamakaleswelamabelete,doyou

evenknowherHIVstatus?Atleastweknow

ChelseaisHIVnegativeandI'm negative,doyo

knowherskanaopalamahelakagorediropedi

butswe?

Hesighedandlaidonhisbackwithhisarm

overhisforehead...

Oarabile:IknowyouthinkI'm withyoubecause

ofthemoneybutno,notmemaybeAkwana.

I'm withyoubecauseiloveyou,I'm notafraidto

struggleandI'm abouttositformyfinalexams.



Nnakebothalepapaibilegasemogobotswang,

I'm justpoorbutmyIQisactuallyhigherthan

mostpeopleevenyou.Thispovertyismy

currentsituationnotmyfuture,ontshamekise

sente.I'm goingtopassmyform fivewith46

pointsandI'm goingtostudymedicine,ifi

happentoperform lowerI'lldonursing,ilikethe

healthsectorbutthenimightjuststudy

aviation,ormaybeaccountingbecauseoneof

myoptionskediaccountsandigetAeachtime.

I'm withyoubecauseyourcoolboypersonality

hadmefooled,gasewenaokarobalangmy

cousinaftersleepingwiththeothermonths

before.I'm goingtodealwithyouthemature

way.YouthinkI'm goingtofightAkwana?No,i

won'tandbythewaycongratulationsonyour

firstbornbecauseAkwanadoesn'tuse

contraceptives.

Refa:Canyoupleaseopenthedoor?

Oarabile:Asiwassaying,I'm notgoingtofight



yourgirlfriendanymore.Ican'taffordtohave

anymorescarsbecauseI'm goingtobeawell

respectedwomaninthiscommunity.I'm going

tobeusedasanexampleforlittlegirlsgotwe

"youseebackgrounddoesn'tdetermineyour

future"andI'm definitelygoingtobea

relationshipexampleforfoolishmenlikeyou

gotwe"ifyoumistreatsomeonewhoneedsyou

themostyou'reteachingthem tosurvive

withoutyou"andRefaI'm goingtosurvive

withoutyou.Mydaughterwilleventuallyget

usedtoyourabsenceandbeforeiknowititwill

belikeyouneverexisted.Youdon'trespectme

andyoudon'trespectyourself.Iwasgoingto

forgiveyouforyourmistakesbecauseiadmiti

actedstupidbuttodayyousleptwithAkwana

intentionally.IcalledyouRefahaneonale

letswalonkaboohologilelebeletelelejaanong

kaomoratilemorotoetsiwakukuyouhadto

fuckherquicklyandcomejumponme,guess

whatyou'relosingme.Ibileiwon'tevenstress



myselfwithbabymamababydaddydrama,I'm

notstupid.

Refasatupandrubbedhisface..

Refa:Ican'tloseyouRabi...ompeditsekeutule

akere?Wasn'tthisyoudiscipliningme?Iwon't

doitagain..

Oarabile:Mxm disciplineyou...Iwasbeating

youforgivingmeAkwana'sdiseases.

Refa:Agotweompetseeeaboointshwarela,

beatmeasmuchasyouwantandiwon'tflinch

thenwecancallAkwanaandgivehermorning

afterpills.Ithoughtshewasoncontraceptives.

Oarabile:Tabekegosenyetsaeng?Doallthat

forwhatwhenicanfocusonmyschoolandgo

getmyselfawhitemanabroad?Blackmenare

reallyboringwaits,ledintswahelalothelebo



malomaalona.You'reallthesame,abusive,

cheatersandmanipulative,nonsense!I'm going

togetmyselfahusbandoverseas.

Refa:I'llkillyouandkillmyself.

Oarabile:(stoodup)Theniguessihavetolet

youdieinthere

Sheputonherclothesashebangedonthe

wardrobe,shelookedatthedoorsrealisinghe

woulddefinitelybreakitifheactuallywanted

thenshewalkedoutsideanddraggedalong

metalrodwhichshecrossedonthedoor...

Refa:Whatareyoudoing?Babe?

Shewentoutandgotanotherrodwhichshe

crossedmakinganXthenshepushedthebed

overbittingherlowerlipassheslippeddown..



Refa:Babe?Whatareyoudoingthatside,can

youtalktome?

Oarabile:What’syourpasswordonthephone?

Refa:I'm notgivingyoumypassword,openthis

door.

Oarabile:Mmekanayou'llstaythereallnightif

youdon'tgivemeyourpassword.Ialready

knowyou'reabitchiwon'tbesurprisedifyou're

fuckingmyneighboursorteachers.

Refa:It'syournamespelledbackwards

Oarabile:Mxm ontiradipasswordnyanammeo

jabanyanamoMauumo.Nxla...Whereis

Natasha?

Refa:WithChelsea

Shefixedthecurtains,pickedherbagand

walkedoutasRefacalledhertrappedinthe



wardrobe.

Shelockedthedoorandwalkedouttextingon

hisphone...

Rotlhe:YoI'm goingtocheckonthisotherchick

iwasseeinginGabs,I'llbegoneforaweek.

Rotlhe:IthoughtyoudumpedRoseforRabi

Refa:Ididbutshehasanemergency,don'ttell

alotofpeoplebecauseitoldRabiI'm goingon

atrip.

Rotlhe:Sure,drivesafely.

Refa:I'm takingthebustosave

Rotlhe:Alright

Refa:CanyoudropoffNatashaatRabi'shouse

inthemorningsoshedoesn'tmissherschool

bus?I'dsaynowbutI'm sureeveryoneis



sleeping,I'm catchingthe8pm bus

Rotlhe:Ok

ShetappedonAkwana'smessagesandshook

herheadreadingthem..

Refa:Heybabe,stillcan'tstopthinkingabout

whatwedid

Akwana: Oh..Wecanstilldoittomorrow

Refa:I'vebeencalledattheheadquartersin

Gaborone,theywanttosendmetoschool

abroad.Willyoucomewithmeiftheysendme

toUK?

Akwana:✈ Yesyesyes...I'm in...

Refa:Thanks,don'ttellOarabileanything.Iwant

tojustdisappear

Akwana:Yeah,it'sbetterthatway.



Refa:WewilldotheVISAwhenicomeback,i

hopewewillpassthemedicaltests

Akwana:Whattests?

Refa:Theytestalotofthings,forwomenitalso

involvesbopregnancytest,etc

Akwana:NOOOntseresadirisecondoms

Refa:Shouldisendthemoneyforthemorning

afterpilloryou'llremaininBotswanawiththe

babybeketsamayaleRabi?Sheison

contraceptiveenekesureshewillpassthe

tests.

Akwana:Aeno,sendthemoneysoicanbuy

thepillsanddrinkfirstthinginthemorning.

Refa:Alright,iloveyou

Akwana:Iloveyoutoo.

Sheclosedthemessageandsentherthe

moneyhopinghispinshadn'tchanged.The



transactionwassuccessfulandshesmiled.

Oarabile:(outloud)See...Thereisoneofthe

reasonsigetAineverysubjectAkwana,I'm

youngerthanyoubutI'm verycleverthanyou.

ShetookoutherphoneandcalledauntDoris...

Aunt:Hello?

Oarabile:Auntiehi,iheardaboutyourgoats,I'm

sorry.

Aunt:It'sfine,I'llbefine.

Oarabile:Auntcanimoveinwithyou?Akwana

andiarefightingoverRefa

Aunt:Fightingoverhim howwhenheisyours?

Wasn'tthisboyinterestedinmarryingyou?

Oarabile:It'scomplicated,shesleptwithherso



iwanttoleavethatlovetriangleandfocuson

myexamsbecauseI'm headingtowardsmy

BGSE.Iwanttostayinaplaceicanbeableto

studyinpeace.AndmaybeRefawillstop

payingforNatasha,idon'tknow.Ijustneeda

lotofhelpforjustayear,afterthatI'llbefine.I'll

bereallygratefulifyoucanhelpme

Aunt:Ok,youcanstayoverbutidon'thave

anythingtoofferexceptaplacetosleep,there

aretwobedroomsbutidon'tmuch.Icantake

Natashawhileyou'reschoolingbutshewillbe

stayingatthefarm becauseican'tleavemy

things.

Oarabile:Noproblem butthatoneiwasjust

sayingbecauseidon'tknowwhatRefawilldo

wheniopenforhim.

Aunt:Openwhat?

Oarabile:(stammering)Openoptionsforhim...

I'llgivehim options.



Aunt:Ok,pleasedon'tforgettotelltoyouraunt

thatyou'removing.Idon'twantarguments,you

knowmeandherdon'treallylikeeachother.

Oarabile:Okbye

Shehungandgotinataxi...

AtOarabile'sHouse....

ThenextmorningOarabilepreparedher

daughterforschoolwhileAkwanalaidonthe

mattress,theschoolbushonkedandshe

hurriedoutwithherandputherintheschool

bus.

Oarabile:ByeNatasha

Natasha:(kissedherhandandwavedsmiling



withribbonsinherhair)Byema

Theschoolbusclosedanddroveoffthenshe

headedbacktothehouseandfinishedgetting

readyforschool,shehadextra30minutesand

satbythetablegoingthroughhernotes

preparingforhernextlessons.Thiswasher

secrettobeingabletoanswereveryquestion

correctlyinclass;shereadeverymorning.

Akwanagotupandpeedinthebucketstill

yawning...

Oarabile:(smiled)Goodmorningcousie

Akwana:Morning

Oarabile:Aren'tyougoingtoschool?

Akwana:No,I'm goingtothemallfirst,I'm

goingtobuysomething.



Oarabile:Ehe..

Rabipickedherbooksandputthem inherbag

thenshewalkedout..

Oarabile:I'm going

Akwana:Shap..

Oarabilesmiledindisbeliefshakingherheadas

shewalkedoutofthegate...

AtRefa'sHouse...

MeanwhileRefabithislowerlipandbangedhis

shoulderonthewardrobedoorbutthelock

seemedsurprisinglystrong.



Refa:(shouted)RABI!!!!(talkingtohimself)I'm

goingtokillthislittlegirl...(screaming)

HELLLO??CANANYONEHELPME!

Hegotdiscouragedwhenherememberedhow

farheisfrom theclosestyardandknowingitall

theyardstherehadscreenwallsshutallhis

hopes,hesliddownthewallandrubbedhis

headleaningover....

FOURDAYSLATER.....

*

*

*

*

*
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AtBandafamilyhouse

MmaagweRefafinishedwashingthebaby's

clothesandputthem inabucketasAkwana

walkedin,shesmiledwalkinginthebathroom

andlookedinthetub...



Akwana:Dumelang...

Her:(sighedstraighteningherachingback)

ThankGodyou'rehere,pleasehelphangthose

things...

Akwana:Ok,letmegoputdownmybag.

ShewalkedinChelsea'sroom asshebreastfed

herbabylyingonthesiderestingherhandon

herpalm.Chelsearaisedhereyeslookingatthe

shortdressshehadon...

Chelsea:Karehaotakwanowaixhenepaka

dixepezana

Akwana:(lookedatherdress)Whatdoyou

mean?

Chelsea:Youseem tofixyourselfmorewhen

youcomeoverhereandyoudon'tevencometo



me.ImeanI'm theonlyfamilymemberyou

havehere,therestareBanda'sbutyoudon't

evenhavetimewithme.

Akwana:Butionlycomeheretohelpyou,o

rayajangnemma?MmaagweRefaistheones

whokeepscallingmeoverkanagasegoreke

itelahelajaakamothyoosenangthaloganyo.

Shouldistophelpingoutandstayhome?

Chelsea:Ididn'tsaythat,I'm justsayingyou

comehereeveryday.

Akwana:Isthatwrong?

Chelsea:It'slikeyouhavenothingtodoatyour

mother'shouse..

Akwana'smouthasshestaredatChelsea...

Akwana:IsthisaboutthefightihadwithRabi

daysago?Ifyou'restillhungonthatyou'reon



thepast.Rabirealisedshewaswrongandwe

apologised.Weapologisedevenforthefight

wehadathome.Wearefine

Chelsea:Gakegane,I'm justsayingyou're

alwayshereandyou'regettingtoocloseto

Refa'smotherasifyou'rethedaughterinlaw.

ThiswomanalreadygaarateRabiand-

Akwana:Canijustgoandfinishhelpingherout?

I'llcomebacktoyou..

Shewenttothebathroom andgotthebucket,

therewasaknockonthedoorandsheopened...

Man:Hello,caniseeyourmother?Mynameis

Kaene,I'm from theFireDepartment

Akwana:Ok,pleasecomeinandhaveseat...

ThemanwalkedinandsatbythecouchasFela



walkedoutofthekitcheninhisMaunsenior

uniform.

Fela:Dumelang

Man:Warengmonna?AreyouRefa'slittle

brother?

Fela:Yes

Man:Youlookalotalike,whereistheother

one..

Fela:Rotlhe?HewenttoschoolkoUB

Man:Ok..

MmaagweRefawalkedoverrubbedherwet

handsonheroldGermanprintdress.They

exchangedpleasantriesasshesatdownand

curiouslysatdownwhileAkwanastoppedby

thedoorholdingabucketwaiting..



Man:MynameisKaene,iworkwithRefaandit

hasbeen4dayssincehehasn'tshowedupat

work.Thefirst2daystheythoughtmaybehe

hadanemergencyandwouldprobablyshowup

butdayspassedandwetriedhisphonebuthe

isnotpicking.Todayoursupervisoraskedme

tocheckonhim andipassedbyhishouse

becausewearenotthatfarapart,thereisno

traceofanybodybeingthere.Thecarseemsto

havenotmovedindays,ilookedinsideand

checkedbutthereisnokeysonthedoorandhe

isnotreplyingme.I'm justworriedbecausehe

usuallycommunicatesevenwhenheislatetoa

meeting.

Akwana:HewenttoGaboronetofillupsome

papersforschoolershipbecauseheisgoingto

UKforschool

Kaene:Whatschool?Henevertoldmeanything

aboutit



Fela:Rotlhetoldmehetoldhim hewas

checkingsomegirlcalledRose

Akwana:what?

MmaagweRefa:DoyouhaveRose'snumber?

Wehavetomakesureheisfine.Whatifhegot

attackedthere,ibeenrelaxingthinkinghewent

todoschoolthingskantethereisnoschool?

Kaene:Wecurrentlydon'thaveanyopenposts

andiwouldhaveappliedto

MmaagweRefa:Thisisveryserious...Anything

couldhavehappenedtohim whileheisagirls

house.Idon'tevenknowwhatheisdoingthere

whenhehaspeoplehecouldmarryrighthere..

FelaspelledoutthenumberRotlhehadsent

thenshedialedit..

Rose:Hello?



MmaagweRefa:Hi,you'retalkingtoMrsBanda,

Refa'smother.Ihearheisvisitingyou

Rose:Mxm gatwengtota,yoursondumpedme

forawomancalledOarabileandI'm ahappily

marriedwomannow,whywouldyoucallme

andsaysuchthings?

MmaagweRefa:Iyo

ShehungandlookedatKaeneandFela.

Fela:ButRotlhewouldneverlie,Somethingis

wronghere...

Akwana:(tookoutherphone)Buthesentme

this

Fela:(showedthem screenshotfrom Rotlhe)

Andhesentthistoourbrother..



MmaagweRefa:wehavetocallthepolice...(to

theman)Haveyouknocked?

Kaene:Iknockedoverandover,thereisnoone

there,thisisreallycreepynow.Whoissending

peoplethesemessagesbecauseit'sclearlynot

him?

MmaagweRefa:Modimowatshwaro,letme

callhisfather...Felapleasecallthepolicenow

Everyonegotbusyontheirphonesmakingcalls

asAkwanatookhersandtexted..

Akwana:Whoareyou?Iknowit'snotRefa

becausehisworkmakejustcamehome,his

brotherreceivedadifferentexcusesowhoare

you?

Phone:(seen)

Akwana:Istillhaveoutconversation.



Phone:Messagedeleted

Phone:messagedeleted

Phone:Messagedeleted

Phone:messagedeleted

Phone:Messagedeleted

Phone:messagedeleted

Phone:Messagedeleted

Phone:messagedeleted

Akwana'smouthdroppedasshequicklyheld

herphoneproperlytryingtotakeascreenshot

butallthemessagesweregoneandshesighed

tearfully.

AtAuntDoris'sHouse...



MeanwhileOarabilestoppedfeedingher

daughterasherheartpounded,shestoodup

andmovedthecurtainslookingoutsidethen

shedialedChelsea.

Chelsea:Hello?Heehwenaokae?Thepolice

areheregatweRefadidn'tgotothe

headquarters

Oarabile:(panting)Whataretheysaying?Have

theycheckedhishouse?

Chelsea:Gatwenooneisthere

Oarabile:Ohm God,whathaveidone?

Chelsea:(loweredhervoice)Whatdoyoumean

whathaveyoudone?

Oarabile:(tearfully)Ilockedhim inthe

wardrobeandblockeditwithtwometalrods,i

thoughtifhestayedinthere5dayshewould



stopcheatingandactright.

Chelsea:(panicked)Youlockedhim ina

wardrobe????

Oarabile:(tearfully)I'm goingtocheckif-

Chelsea:(inthebackground)No,shesaysshe

lockedhim inthewardrobe.Sjewon'tbein

troubleright?Becauseshespoke?

MmaagweRefa:(angrily)shedidwhat?Mosadi

elegoreontekatumelokangwanake?(shouted)

Rrewalepodisi?Sorry,callthatpoliceofficer...

Oarabilehungupandputherhandoverher

mouthshaking,shepickedherdaughterand

hurriedoutslammingthedoor...

AtRefa'sHouse...



Thepolicecarpulledoverflashingthelightsas

theMedRescueambulanceparkedbehind

them,Banda'sWildtrackparkedbehindthem as

hejumpedoutandrantowardsthedoor..

MrBanda:(panting)Breakthedoor!Breakit...

Raganglebatileo

MmaagweRefaandhisbrotherranoverasone

ofthestrongpoliceofficerajumpedoneand

landedhiscombatbootbythelock,everything

splitupasscrewsfellonthefloor.The

constableshurriedinastheMedRescueteam

raninsidewithastretcher.

Oneofthepoliceofficersstoppedthefamily

membersfrom gettinginasRragweRefa

pushedthrough...



Banda:Don’ttouchme...Getyourhandsoffme

Policeofficer:MrBandawithallduerespect,

thisisacrimescene.Letthepolicedealwithit...

Theminuteyouwalkinthereyou're

compromisingevidenceandwhoeverdidthis

willgofree...

Bandasteppedbackandleanedoverputtinghis

handoverhischestasasharppainslashed

across,hisfacetearfullyrubbedhisbackas

theydesperatelywaitedstaringatthedoor.

Neighboursstoodatthegatelookinginside

whileothersclimbedoverthescreenwall

filmingwiththeirphones,oneofthepolice

officerssawthem andwalkedover...



Police:Wewillgetthatphone,whyareyou

filmingthis?

Theyoungmanputthephonedownand

watched...

Afewminutespassedaseveryonewaitedthen

MedRescueappearedcarryingastretcherand

slidhim inthebackoftheambulance,Banda

andFelajumpedinthebackwiththem andthe

doorsclosed.

Theambulancewailedleavingtheyardasthe

wholeneighbourhoodstoppedandwatched.

Hidingbehindthetreewiththebabybehindher

backOarabiletightenedhermusclesasshe

almostpeedonherself.



Atthehospital....

AfewminuteslatermmaagweRefaandher

sisterpacedacrossthecorridortowardsICU

wheretheypushedthedoorandwalkedin.Refa

laidonthebedwithhiseyesclosedanddrips

onhisarms..

MmaagweRefa:IsheOK?

RragweRefa:Ithinkhewillbefine,hewas

talkingminutesago.Hekeepspassingout.The

doctorsaysoncethesedripsarehalfwayhewill

fullyrecover.

MmaagweRefa:Ican'tbelievethiswoman

triedtokillmyson

RragweRefa:Iusedtothinkyouhateherfor

nothingbut...Thisgirlbadnews.Idon'twant

herinmyyard.Asekaabatholaatsenaka



jaratayamekagorenkammolaa..

AkwanaandFelawalkedinwithplasticsas

Refagruntedandmovedhishead..

Refa:(lowvoice)I'm reallyhungry..Rabiokae?

MmaagweRefa:Thepolicearelookingforher,

sheranawaywithherbabymaybeshewentto

herbaby'sfather.

Akwanaopenedhim abottleofjuiceand

carefullyhandedhim buthejustlookedather

thenheturnedhisheadandlookedtheother

way.Thepoliceofficerswalkedinfora

statementandexchangedgreetingswithhis

parentsbeforeturningtohim.…

Policeofficer:I'm gladtoseeyou'rerecovering,



canyoupleasetelluswhathappened?

*

*

*

*

*

.

.

.

.

SinfulDuty

#25

Thewholefamilyquietlylistenedlookingat

Refaashelaidonhisbacklookingattheofficer,

hesighedreluctantlyandputhisarm overhis



facealittleembarrassed...

Refa:Canwetalkinprivate?

Officer:Noproblem

RragweRefa:Privateforwhatreason?

MmaagweRefa:Thiswomanlockedyouinthe

wardrobefor5daysandyou'retalkingabout

"private"?You'renotgoingtodothistousRefa,

notafterallthedramathatwentontoday.Your

fatheralmosthadaheartattack..

Ronawalkedinastheyallturnedlookingathim

andignoredhim turningbackatRefa...

MmaagweRefa:Telltheofficerswhat

happened,wehaveoldmessagesfrom her

tellingpeopleyou'regoingtoUK,Akwanashow

them



Akwana:Andshehasbeentellingmemorelies,

shedeletedalotofhermessagesbutihave

some.

Refa:WenaAkwanaodidimale,thishasnothing

todowithyouandyouneedtostophanging

withmymother.Stophangingwithmyfamily.

Rona:IfRefadoesn'twanttoreporthis

girlfriendthereisnothingyoucando,evenifhe

presseschargesnowhewilllaterdropthem

andrelationshipthingsarecomplicated.Youas

parentswillneverunderstandthem because

youdon'tknowwhatwetalkaboutwithour

girlfriends.Youdon'tknowwhyRefadoesn't

wanttopushthis,youweren'ttherebutyou're

notgivinghim achancetomakehisown

decision.

MmaagweRefa:Youshouldn'tbeinvolvedin

thiswena,youshouldbeworriedaboutbuying

Chelseaandyoursonfood.Leavetherestof

theproblemstous...



RonakeptquietasRefalookedathisbig

brotherpickinghislittleembarrassment,such

littledisrespectalwaysbotheredhim thoughhe

neverreallyknewhowtoaddressthem.He

slowlygotuptryingtositasRonasupported

him thenAkwanasteppedoverandfixedhis

collarbuthepushedherhandoff..

Refa:(angrilyturnedtoher)Canyoutakeyour

handsoffme!Youneedtoleave!Now...you're

notevenpartofthefamily.

Akwanafoldedherarmsandwalkedout...

Akwana:Oarabileprobablyrantohergayfriend

Steven.Youcanfindherthere.

Officer:Bagoloiunderstandfamilieshave



problems,that'swhyikeepgivingyoua

momenttotalkbutnowI'm runningoutoftime.

Heisaskingforprivacy

RragweRefa:Ican'tbelievethisboy.You

missedworkandwithoutagoodreasonitwill

reflectbadonyourworkoverallperformance.

MmaagweRefa:Ifhedoesn'tdoanythingabout

thiswearegoingtohaveafamilymeeting,

abusedmenbehaveexactlylikethis.

Officer:Arebuwengntseretsamaya...

Theyturnedaroundandwalkedawayshaking

theirheads...

Refa:Rona?Youcanstay...

Ronaturnedbackcompletelysurprisedand

somewhatgrateful,heturnedbackandsatnext



tohislittlebrotherastheofficersstaredat

him...

Refa:I'm notgoingtolie,mygirlfriendandihad

anargument.Iwrongedherandshewronged

mebutifeelitssomethingicanhandleonmy

own.Wewouldliketosolveitprivately

Officer:Iunderstandyouandyoucandecide

nottopresschargesbutweneedtotalktoher

Rona:Kanaproblem kegoresheprobablyheard

whatisgoingonandsheranoutoffear

Refa:Andsheisrunningkangwana,I'm worried

aboutthesafeyangwanabecauseidoubtshe

wenttoanyofherfriendshouse.Sheprobably

thinksI'm dead

Officer:Wearestillsearchingforher,weare

notfightingher.Theproblem withpeopleis

whentheyhearthewordpolicetheygetscared.



Refa:Istilldon'tunderstandifyougetme

though,idon'twanttosolvethisincourt.I'lltalk

toherkamolomo.

Officer:That'snotaproblem butthereis

procedurethatyoufollowespeciallybecause

it'saseriousmatter,wewillalsohavetotalkto

her.Enetotagaakakeatswahelaasa

kgalemelwa.Shemustbegivenawarning.

Refa:Ok,I'llbringhertothestationsowecan

talkandendeverything.

Officer:Thatwouldbegreat..

Theycontinuedtalking....

AttheBandafamilyhouse...

LateronAkwanawalkedinandsatonthebed

pressingherphone..



Chelsea:WhereisRabi?

Akwana:Idon'tknow...(pressingherphone)I'm

tryingtoGoogleifmorningafterpilliseffective

Chelsea:Youtookit?

Akwana:YesbutnowI'm beginningtofeel

nauseousandifeelfunny,ihopemybaby

survivesit.

Chelsea:Ididn'tknowyouhaveaboyfriend

Akwana:It'sanewrelationship

Chelsea:Morningafterpillisefficient

especiallyifyoutakeitwithin72hoursofyour

intercourseandonceitstartstoworkyoufeel

signssimilartopregnancyplustheperiod

comesaround5daysaftertakingit.

Akwana:Eishok...(tookherbag)Ihavetogo,

RefaisverymoodytodaysoI'llcometomorrow,

maybehewillbefine.Kore



Chelsea:Bye

ShewalkedoutthenChelsearolledhereyes

andcalledhercousinbutherphonedidn'tgo

through....

Atthehospital....

Thepoliceofficerswalkedoutasanurse

walkedinandreplacedRefa'semptydrip...

Nurse:Howareyoufeeling?

Refa:I'm good..Um...Isitpossibletoget

circumcisedhere?

Nurse:Yes,thereisunityateng.Thedoctorwill

becomingtocheckonyoubesuretomention

itandhewon'ttroubleyou..



Refa:Ok

Nurse:(smiled)Youwanttoprotectyour

woman?That'sgoodofyou

Refa:Thanks..

ShewalkedoutthenRonaturnedtohim..

Rona:Ithoughtyougotcircumcisedalready

Refa:Notreally,ionceconsidereditbutthenit

justneverhappenedbecauseididn'tthinkit

wasimportant.Apparentlyitsaverybigdealto

women,igotembarrassedwhenRabitoldme

allkindsofshit.Ifitwasn'tforherangershe

wouldhavekeptquiethelalennaabokenna

kesaitsegoreit'sabigdeal.

Rona:Isee..(smiled)Stopcheatinglewena...

Beingfaithfulisn'tashardaspeoplemakeit

seem



Refa:(smiled)Rabiwankolotaamolomoo

maswe...(theybothlaughed)Borrowmeyour

phonekemolletse.

HedialedOarabile'snumberbutitdidn'tgo

throughthenhetriedhisbutitwasalso

unavailable.Theybothlookedatoneanotheras

theirsmilesdisappeared.....

AWEEKSLATER...

*

*

*

*

.

.

.



*
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AttheBandafamilyhouse...

Chelseasatfoldingherlegsassheplayedwith

herlittleboy,Ronawalkedinandsmiled

standingatthedoor...

Rona:(softly)Hey

Chelsealookedupathim andsmiledputting

thebabyonherchest..

Chelsea:Heybabe



Rona:Ismymotherhome?

Chelsea:No,shewentforhercheckup

Hewalkedinandkneltonthemattressthenhe

leanedoverandstoleakissfrom Chelsea,she

closedhereyestouchinghischeekandkissed

him morebeforeheleanedbackandgotoffher

forbiddenbed.

Chelsea:I'm feelingbetternow,whencani

comestaywithyou?Orgobacktomyaunt's

place?

Rona:Myparentsareverytraditional,theywon't

allowyoutogetoutofconfinementsosoon.

You'llprobablybeinthehouseforthreemonths

Chelsea:(mouthdropped)Threewhat?

Rona:Yeah

Chelsea:Athomeweareletoutafteramonth,



assoonasthestitcheshavehealedI'm allowed

togooutthoughthebabywillspendmostof

thetimeinthehouseuntilmaybe2months.

Babeican'tbeinthehouseforthreemonths.I

wanttogooutthereandfindajobsoicanhelp

you.

Rona'sfacedroppedashelookedatChelsea...

Rona:Butheistooyoungforyoutoleavehim,i

cantakecareofyoutwo.Pleaserestforat

least2months.Youhaven'tevengoneforyour

checkup.

Chelsea:Idon'tlikethewayyougettreated

here,honestlywedon'tlackanythingbecause

wehavethebasicsbutyourmotherkeeps

complainingaboutthisandthat.

Rona:Babethishasnothingtodowithyouor

ourson.I'm justanembarrassmenttomy



familybecauseididn’tturnoutthewaythey

alwayspicturedme.TheythoughtI'dbea

lawyer,doctororanyofthosehighpayingjobs

butiwasn'tgifted.Itriedtoworkhardand

impressthem butiwasn'tluckyenough.They

areoneofthesuccessfulpeoplearoundhere

andtheysomehowfeelI'm droppingthe

standards..

TherewasalittlelaugheroutsidethenRona

stoodupandmovedthecurtains,Felaand

anotherstudentheldhandswalkingtowards

theservant'squarters.

Rona:Felamissedschoolagain?Daysbacki

sawhim walkingatthemallwiththissamegirl

duringschoolhours.Italkedtohim andthought

hestopped.

Chelsea:Isn'thewritinghisfinalexams?



Rona:Heis..Letmetellhim togobackto

school.

Hewalkedout..

***

Ronaknockedandtherewassilence,alittle

movementonthebedandsomethingfallingoff

thenthedooropened.

Rona:Whyaren'tyouatschool?

Fela:Therewasnoteacher

Rona:Soifthereisnoteacheryou'remissing

school?(stuckhisheadinsidelookingatthegirl

wearingaJuniorschooluniform.)Wenakeeng

osekosekolong?



Girl:(lookingdown)Agona

Rona:Felayou'rewritingyourfinalexamsina

fewweeks,form 5isadecidingfactor.These

aretheexamsthatwilldeterminehowyouwill

leaveyourlife.Ifyoukeepdoingthisyouwillfail

andbenothing,thatgirlwillbedatinganother

guywaMaunsenioragainormaybesomeone

withmoney.Stopdestroyingyourlife

Fela:Justbecauseyoufaileddoesn’tmeanI'll

fail,stoptryingtomakeitseem likepassingisa

difficultthing.Ifyou'reintelligentyou're

intelligentandifyou'redumbyou'redumb,I'm

notgoingtowearoverallsandhavemyfamily

supportmykidlikeyou..

Girl:Felastop!

Ronastaredathim andsteppedback..



Rona:Onkutule

Fela:Justleavemealone

HeslammedthedoorthenRonaturnedaround

walkingawaytryinghardnottoputitintohis

mindthenhestoppedandturnedback,he

knockedonthedoorandFelaopenedthedoor.

Hepunchedhim rightonthenoseandhefellon

hisbackholdinghisnose...

Rona:Whatgivesyoutherighttotalktomelike

that?

Thelittlegirlsittingonthebackpickedherbag

andstuckherbackonthedoorassheheldher

breathsqueezingherselfoutandranaway.

RonapickedFelabytheshirtandpressedhim

againstthewallasblooddroppedonhisschool



shirt...

Rona:Don'tevertalktomelikethatdoyou

understandme?

Fela:Yes..

Hereleasedhim andpushedhim off...

Rona:Washthatshirtandputonanotherone

oyeskolong.I'm givingyou5minutes.

.

MmaagweRonawalkedinholdingherhandbag

anddroppedhermouthlookingatthebloodon

Fela'sshirt.

MmaagweRona:Whatisgoingon?



Felagottearyandrubbedhiseyes..

Fela:Ronapunchedhim

MmagweRona:Inwhosehouse?Ronawhat

kindofbehavioristhis?Howcanyoucomein

myhouseandharassmychildren?Thisiswhyi

don'twantyouinmyyard.I'm alreadytiredof

youkanakeikgolegilekagobaaMmagwe

ngwanawagagobotsetsi?

Rona:Whydon'tyouaskhim whatheisdoing

homeatthistime?

MmagweRona:Idon'tlikethewayyou're

harassingmyyard,ididn'timprisonmyselfby

takingcareofyourbaby.SelosanthahelaRona

idoeverythingforyouincludingfeedingyour

familyandthisishowyouthankme?

Ronaturnedaroundandwalkedoutashis



motherfollowedhim tothehousewherehe

pickedhisphoneonthetablewhilehismother

shoutedathim.Chelseaquietlylistenedwhile

breastfeedingherbaby.

MmaagweRona:Theonlythingyouknowhow

todoissmoke,I'vewastedmytimeandenergy

raisingyouonlyforyoutoembarrassmelike

this.

Rona:(calmly)Ididn'taskyoutohavemebut

youcanalwaysdisownmeifI'm suchan

embarrassment.

MmaagweRona:You'reuselessRona,you're

thefirstbornkamolomohelabutyou're

technicallyalastbornbecausenotonlyareyou

notcapableofbuyingmeelectricityunitsfor

P10ihavetofeedyourfamily.

Hisfatherwalkedinholdingcarkeysand



paused..

RragweRona:Whatisgoingon?

Ronalookedathim andwalkedout...

RragweRona:Totaabooreng?You'rethe

reasonthisboyhardlycomeshomefrom there

youspeakbadabouthim sayinghelikes

stayingatwomen'shouses.Whydoyoutalkso

much?OnnahelaobuisaRona,totakeeng?

MmagweRona:RonajustpunchedFelaonthe

faceandheisbleeding

RragweRona:WhatdidFelado?

Felawalkedinrubbinghiseyesandtuckingin..



RragweRona:WhydidRonapunchyou?

Fela:Nothing,heaskedmewhyiwasn'tat

schoolandisaidthelessonwascancelledthen

hepunchedme.

RragweRona:Sowhenalessoniscancelled

youleaveyoudon'tsitdownandreadforthe

followinglesson?(tookouthisbelt)andyou're

lying..Whatmakesyouslipschool?

Felaranout,hisfatherstoppedatthedoor

angrilylookingathim andwentbackinside....

RragweRona:Andyoucan'tshoutatRonawith

hisgirlfriendlisteningintheotherroom,where

isyoursenseofrespect?Ronaisnotalittleboy

andyoumustrespecthim orelsehisyounger

brotherswon'trespecthim.Ican'tbelieveI've

survivedsomanyyearswithawomanlikeyou..



Hewalkedintotheirroom andclosedthedoor...

AtRefa'sHouse....

LateronRonaknockedandwalkedinashis

brotherlaidonthecouchwatchingamovie...

Rona:Haveyouhadanythingtoeat?

Refa:I'm nothungry..

Rona:I'llmakeyoubreakfast..

Refa:It'sbeenaweekI'verecoveredenoughto

makemyownbreakfast

Rona:Yetyouhaven't..

Hefriedsomeeggsandpouredintheplate,he



choppedsomeveggiesandmadeaquicksalad

thenmadeanenergyboostersmoothybefore

headingtothelivingroom whereRefawas

sittingonthecouchholdingaremotewithhis

backagainstacontinentalpillow..

Rona:Here

Refa:Thanks..

Rona:Soerecoverashapshapdaedee?

Refa:Yeah...IactuallythoughtI'llbetiedtobed

forweeksandididn'tbelievethatnursearein7

daysI'llbefine...Icanevenwalktothekitchen

andbathroom withoutastrugglelikethefirst

fewdays.

Rona:Procedureyatengevaileshap?Ohappy

kadiresults

Refasmiledandstoodupthenhepulleddown



thewaistbandofhisshortsandcarefullytook

outhisdick.

Refa:(smiledproudly)Ilooklikeapornstar,

thisshitisreadytohurtsomebody'sdaughter.I

can'twaittoputthisinsomeone'schild.

Rona:(laughed)Itlooksgood..

Refa:Tellmeaboutit..

Heputitbackinthepantsandsatdown..

Refa:IcalledeveryoneChelseasuspectedRabi

mighthavegonetoandthereisnothing,I'm

reallyworriedkanaRabihadregisteredtowrite

finalexamswithmaform 5thoughsheis

supposedtobedoingform 4soshemustread

morethaneveryone.7daysisenoughforherto

getexpelledandthenallofherhardworkwould



havegonetowaste.

Rona:Chelseasuspectsthatshewenttothe

cattlePost.

Refa:Whereisit?

Rona:Sehithwa

Refa:I'm going,canyoucomewithme?

Rona:You'renotinaconditiontostrainyourself.

Refa:Icutoffmyforeskinididn’tgethitbya

car,aslongasI'm wearingsweatpantsI'llbe

fine.Rabihastogotoschool-afterkesenago

moneelampama.

Rona:(laughed)Skabatagonkgolegamr

Refa:(laughed)Kadlalawaitsehakakeka

betsaRabi,let'sgotherra..

Rona:(stoodup)Alrightlet'sgo..

Refaputonhissweatpantsandavestthenthey



walkedout..

Refa:AretherefloristsinMaun

Rona:Don'teverasksuchaquestionsoyou

haveactuallyneverboughtflowers?

Refa:Thanksforthedirections,you'rean

awesomebrother.

Theylaughedashelockedthedoor.....

AtTulo'sHouse...

Boagowalkedinthekitchenrubbingherbig

bumpandopenedtheshelves,sheemptiedthe

boxofcornflakesinabowlandsighedthenshe

dialedherboyfriend.



Tulo:Hello?

Boago:Thefoodisfinished..

Tulo:I'lldealwiththatafterwork

Boago:(therewasaknockatthedoor)Holdon

someoneisknocking

Tulo:Who?

BoagoopenedthehousethenMasegowalked

inwithpropertyevaluators..

Boago:It'syourexwife,whatisshedoinginour

house?

Tulo:Gositinthebedroom anddon'ttalktoher

unlesssheistalkingtoyou,ifyoudisrespect

herwearedone,doyouunderstandme?

Boago:Yes.

Tulo:Go



Shehungupandgreetedthem thenshewentto

thebedroom andlaiddown.

MeanwhileMasegoandthepropertyagents

walkedaroundthewholehousetakingnotes

andpictures.Herphonerang...

Masego:Hello?

Tulo:(softly)Hi

Masego:Hi...(therewassilence)Canihelpyou?

Tulo:Um...Howarethekids?

Masego:Fine

Tulo:Iknowthecourtgaveyouthehouse,I'm

planningtomoveout.

Masego:I'm sellingitbecauseican'tstayinit,i

wanttogetridofthememoriesitbrings.



Pleasemoveoutbeforethepropertycompany

involvesthepolice.Bye

Tulo:Caniseethechildrenlater?

Masego:Noproblem,letmeknowwhattimeso

icanletthenannyknow

Tulo:Youwon'tbehome?

Masego:No

Tulo:Ijustwantedustohavedinnertogether,

likeoldtimes.

Masego:Ihopeyourealisehowfoolishyou

soundandstopembarrassingyourself.This

weekI'm takingmypaymentthenI'm handing

overeverythingtothepropertycompany,they

willbetheonesdealingwithsquatterslivingin

theirproperty.Bye

Shehungupandwalkedoutside...



AtAkwana'sHouse...

LaterthatdayAkwanasteppedonthetoilet

seatasflieslandedonherbloodypadasshe

peed,sheangrilywavedthem offandhitthe

wallhurtingherfingerthensheburstintotears

andleanedovercryingastheawfulsmellof

brewingpoopmadeitswayup.Shechanged

herpadandquicklywalkedoutofthetoilet

coveredinpoopsmell.

Shestoodunderthetreepressingherphone..

Akwana:Hicousie,NzamelaP3iwanttobuy

bundlesandGoogle

Chelsea:(seen)

Akwana:Uhu

Chelsea:(seen)



Akwana:Kemathata

Chelsea:Youneedtostopactinglikethis,it

doesn'tsuityou.MaybeBoagowoulddothis

butwenaoaronwa.

Akwana:Doingwhat?

Chelsea:Juststopit,youknowyou'rebetter

thanthat.It'snottoolatetobeyourselfagain.

Akwana:Easierforyoutosay,you'relivinga

richlife,Boagoislivinginabighousedrivinga

rangeroverandRabiwastheonebuyingme

marepads,I'm theonlyonelifeistreatingbad

becauseikeepputtingotherpeoplefirst.Boago

tookanotherwoman'shusbandandsheis

happy,Chelseayou'rehappy,Rabicangetany

manshewantsandshedidn'tcareaboutRefa

untilishowedinterest.NnaRefakeamorata

andI'llappreciatehim,I'llrespecthim anddo

everythingforhim.Rabidoesn'tlovehim that's

whyshecanlockhim inthewardrobefordays



andnotfeelanything.

Chelsea:Iwon'twastemyenergytypingyoua

longmessageexplainingeverythingwrongwith

whatyousaid.I'llsendyouairtimeyameya

boheloihopeyouwanttodosomethinguseful

likeapplyforajob.

Shesighedandwaited,afterreceivingairtime

sheboughtbundlesandgoogled..

Search:Howtogetpregnantfrom aguy

withouthavingsexwithhim

Search:Ifistealausedcondom williget

pregnant?

Search:Doguyscomewhentheyhavebeen

drugged?

Search:Howmanysleepingpillscanknocka

manunconscious?



Search:Howtomakeamanfallinlovewithyou

Shesatunderthetreequietlyresearchingas

hermotherwalkedoverwithabucket..

Her:(threwabucketover)Goandfetchwater

akereyouchasedOarabile,shelikedfetching

waterbutnowwestruggletoevenhaveacup

ofwater

Akwana:I'm busy

Her:(angrily)Doingwhat?You'reuselessit's

notlikeyou'llbringfoodhere,standup.Why

aren'tyouatschoolanyway?It'sbeenaweek

osayeskolong.

Akwana:Boagodroppedoutofschoolandyou

neversaidanything,leavemealone.Kenale

stresssabotshelogoloha...

Her:Ican'tbelieveilostanobedientchildand



remainedwitharottenlazygirllikeyou.

Shegotacupandwenttodrinkwaternext

door...

AtSehithwa....

LateronRefarolleddownthewindowsashe

honkedatthelargeherdofcattlestandingon

themiddleofthedirtroadwhileRonatalkedto

Chelsea.

Rona:Uh...Yeahicanseethebigkraalwitha

whiteoneroom...

Chelsea:Youtaketheleftturnandgostraight,

gostraightuntilyouseeagatethathasabig

cowskull..



Rona:Areyouguyswitches?What'swith

hangingskulls

Chelsea:(laughed)Myunclelovedthatcow,it

wasbigandafterdyingfrom footandmouthhe

hungitsskullthere.Thatwasyearsbeforehe

passedonleavingmyauntalone.

Rona:Ok,loveyou.

Chelsea:Canyoupleasetalktoyourparentsso

youcangetme?

Rona:Ihavetosortmyselfoutbeforeicanget

you,idon'twanttostarveyou.

Chelsea:Babedon'tbefooledbymyskin

colourI'vestarvedbeforeandidon'tthinkyou

arestarvingmeatall.Maybeyouthinkso

becauseyougrewuprichbuttomeifyoucan

paytherent,buygroceriesandthebaby'smilk

you'rerich.

Rona:(smiled)Diditellyouyou'remy

motivation?



Chelsea:(blushed)Whatever,bye

Hesmiledandhungupwithasmileonhisface,

hisbrotherlookedathim andsmiled...

Refa:Can'tbelieveieverdoubtedyoutwo,ilike

howmuchsherespectsyouandalways

supportsyou.ForthatI'llalwaysrespecther

presenceinyourlife.

Rona:Sheisonehellofawoman.Iloveher

Refa:(fistbumped)Youfinallyfoundtheone

Rona:Thanks..

Refadrovethroughthegateandsloweddown

lookingatNatashastandingnexttoher

grandmothersuckingabigbone.



Refa:(smiled)Sheishere....Sheishere...

Heparkedthecarandjumpedout,Natasha

turnedaroundandsmiledlookingatherfather,

shedroppedtheboneshewasholdingandran

over.Shetrippedandfellonherstomach

dippingheroilyhandsinthesoilthenshegot

upandrantowardshim..

Natasha:Daddydaddydaddy

Refapacedoverlaughingandpickedherupand

gaveheraswingbeforeputtingheronhischest

andkissinghercheek..

Refa:Didyoumissme?Imissedyou



ShegiggledasRefarespectfullyshookaunt

Doris'shandandsatnexttoRona'schair..They

exchangedawkwardgreetingsasRefa'seyes

stuckatthehouse..

Refa:WhereisRabi?

AuntDoris:Shewenttocollectfirewood.

Refa:Where?

AuntDoris:Thisside...ihopeyou'renothereto

fightherforwhathappened,sheisafraidtogo

backtoMaunbecausethepolicearelookingfor

herandsheisscaredyou'regoingtobeather.

Keagorapelangwanakamoitshwarelekanna

bogolo...Osekawamoketeta.

Refahandedhisbrotherthebabyandopened

thebootthenheleanedinandgotabackpack

whichheputitbehindhisbackthenheshoved



somethinginhisbackpocketandclosedthe

boot.

Refa:(pointed)Gatwekaha?

Aunt:Yes,pleasedon't-

Refa:(smiled)Iloveyourniece,don'tworry..

Hewalkedoutthesmallgateandusedasmall

pathusedbythegoatstotheriver.

***

Afterashortwalkintothebusheshesawher

pickingleketa,hesmiledandtookouthisphone

takingavideoofherasshetiedtheplasticand

putitnexttotheabundleofwoodthenshe

movedtotheMoretwatreeandpickedsome,



shethrewahandfulinhermouthbeforefilling

thepocketsofherdressandpickingthebundle

ofwood.

Helaughedassheslowlyreachedforthe

plasticofleketaandjoinedthesmallroad

eatingmoretwa.Hestoppedrecordingandhid

behindthetreeslidingthephoneinhispocket.

Oarabilewalkedpastthetreespittingtheseeds

ofmoretwaandhequietlywalkedbehindher.

Heclearedhisthroatandsheturnedaround

startled,hereyespoppedasshelookedathim

thenshedroppedthewoodtogetherwiththe

plasticandranoff,hechasedafterherasher

shoesslippedoff.



Oarabile:(crying)I'm sorry....I'm sorry...

Hegrabbedherdressandputheronheadlock

breathingheavily,herheartpoundedthrough

herribcageassheburstintotearsputtingher

handsbetweenherlegstryingtoholdthepee

thatfloweddownherlegs.Refabreatheddown

herneckandandkissedher...

Refa:Warumolanammeoleboiosielakae?

Oarabile:Therraintshwarelekeagokopa..

Refa:Ifitwasn'tforthisfreshscarI'dliftyour

dressrightnowandfucktheshitoutofyou.

Heletgoofherandbentdownholdinghis

knees...



Refa:(breathingheavily)Fuck!Ithinkijust

strainedmyscar...

Shecaughtherbreathputherhandoverhis

backbendingtohislevel..

Oarabile:Whatscar?

Refa:(grinning)Igotcircumcised...(grunted)

Fuckithurts!

Oarabile:Doimassageit?Howdoihelpyou?

Kedirejang?

Hestraightenupandpulledherneckoverand

kissedher.Sheputherarmsaroundhim and

theyhuggedtightly.Tearsfilledhereyesand

sheburstintotearscryinglyingherheadonhis

chest,heswallowedtearfullyholdinghercloser

andkissedherforehead..



Oarabile:(crying)I'm sorry

Refa:It'snotyourfault...I'm sorryforhurting

you.Putyourhandsoveryourfaceandclose

youreyes....Iwanttoshowyousomething

Shetearfullysmiledandcoveredhereyesthen

hetookdownthebagandopenedit...

Oarabile:(giggled)Whatisit?

Refa:(smiled)Justaminute.....Ok...Openyour

eyes

Sheslowlytookherhandsoffherfaceand

droppedhermouthlookinginhiseyes...

*

*



*

*

*

.

.

.
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AtSehithwa...

Oarabile:Whatisthis?

Sheturnedthefileandturnedthecover...

Oarabile:Revisionpapers???



Shefrownedandlookedatthehugefileagain

thenbackathim ashesmiledatherexpected

reaction...

Refa:You'reastudentandyou'reabouttowrite

yourexams,whatdidyouexpect?

Oarabile:(frowned)Yougavemeapresentof

thepastpapersforrevision?Andit'sromantic?

Refa:Yes!It'sabigthingifyou'reanAmaterial,

you'reastepclosetogettingthatwhite

husbandyou'redreamingof.Rememberyou're

aimingtostudyoverseaswhereyou'llgeta

whitehusband?

Oarabile:(laughedandsmackedhischest)

Mxm...Kooreyouchestedeverythingisaidout

ofanger..Youevendidcircumcision

Refa:(laughed)Nkarenneonthogayaana

Oarabile:(laughed)I'm sorry,iwasreallyangry.



Refa:Youhadeveryrighttobe,don'tworry

aboutit.

Oarabile:(turnedthepagesofherrevision

papers)Thankyou,ireallyneededthis

especiallysinceimissedalotoflessons.

Refa:Wehavetothinkofaveryconvincing

storytotellyourteacher.

Oarabile:Wewillthinkofsomething

Hesmiledadmiringherasshespokethenhe

leanedoverandkissedherbeforehandinghera

boxofchocolate.Hermouthdroppedwitha

smileassheremovedthecoverandalmostlost

herbreathlookingatchocolatesindifferent

shapesandshades,shepickedaroundball

withcamelcentreandsquasheditinhermouth

asitmeltedinhermouth...



Oarabile:God...(chewingwithhereyesclosed)

Mmh...Mmh...Chocolateislife...

Hehandedherabunchoffreshrosesandshe

stoppedchewinglookingatthem.

Herfacialexpressionschangedasshehanded

him theboxandslowlygottheflowers...

Oarabile:(shesmelledthem andlookedathim)

Ican'tbelievehowniceitfeelstoreceive

flowers,it'safeelingineverthoughtI'dfeel

becauseithoughtit'sforwhitepeople...

(swallowedemotionally)Ifeellikeasmitten

littleblondgirlinaromanticmovie

Heslowlyleanedoverandplantedasoftkiss

onherlipsandtheyslowlymovedawayfrom



oneanother'sfacestillstaringateachother.

Refa:Ihaveneverboughtagirlflowersbefore

eitherandthesmileonyourfacejustexplains

whymencan'tstopgivingthewomentheylove

flowers.IloveyouRabiandweneedtositdown

andtalkaboutourlifeandwhatthefutureholds

forus.Weneedtotalkaboutourmistakestoo,i

justwanttomakesurewegrowandnotmake

thisacircle.Couplesthataredealingwith

cheatingnevermoveforward,theydothesame

thingyearinyearout.Todaytheyfightabout

GoratatomorrowitsKatlegothenIrene

meanwhileothercouplesaregettingmarried,

savingforahouseandmakingtheirownfamily

traditions.Thisishowpeopleenduphavinga

hugegapbetweentheirachievementsandtheir

agemate's,idon'twanttobeoneoftheguys

thatrentforever,idon'twanttodriveVivo

forever.Iwantustomoveforwardeach



year...weshouldhavegoals.Iwantustobelike

boVeeandhiswife...Startingfrom thevery

beginninggoingtothetoptogether...Iwantus

tobelikethatfamilyyagaSebego,babeiwant

ustobeliketheFergusons.(putdownthebox

andheldbothofherhandslookinginhereyes)

Thisrighthereiswhatiwantandiknowitwon't

beeasybutipromiseyouwhateverourthick

andthinisitdoesn'tinvolvemesleepingwith

anotherwoman.Iwillnevermakeyougo

throughthatpainagain,idon'twantanywoman

toeverthinkshecanhurtyouthroughme,Iwill

notletthathappen.(kissedherhandsthenher

forehead)Cohabitationisbadiknow,ididn’t

wantmybrothertodoitbecauseiknew

whateverhewasbuyinghewouldlosetoTrish

andhedidbutyoulosenothingbytakingour

daughterandstayingwithme.Desperatetimes

callfordesperatemeasures,allowmetolove

you...You'repracticallyhomelessanditpains

metoknowthatyoumovefrom hometohome



withababywhenicanaffordtoprovidethe

bestenvironmentforbothofyou.Takearisk

andmoveinwithme.Watchme..Ififuckupyou

candumpme...

Oarabilesmiledandhuggedhim stillholding

herflowersbehindhim...

Oarabile:I'llsee,keepwatchingyourdoori

mightknockanytime

Hekissedherandreachedinhisbackpocket

thenhehandedherhishousekeys..

Refa:Thesearethesparekeysincaseyouwant

tomoveinwhileI'm atworkormaybeyoujust

wanttohangaround.Thecarkeyisheretoo

butthenyou'rejustdumbgirlwhocan'tdrive



(shelaughedandsmackedhim astheylaughed)

Imaginehowfunitwouldhavebeentakingthat

VivoforaridearoundMaunwhileI'm still

vacationinginthewardrobe.(theybothlaughed)

SomuchforanAstudentbutthenbright

studentsaresociallystupidthat'swhytheycan

attemptmurder,honestlywhatthefuckwere

youthinking?

Oarabile:(smiledputtingherhandoverherface

shyly)Idon'twanttothinkaboutthatbecausei

actuallyplannedtostarveyoufor5to6days.

Refa:(shocked)You'resoevil!WTF!Howdid

yousleepatnightknowingyou'reholding

someonehostage?

Oarabile:(rolledhereyes)Itwaseasybecause

Akwanawasareminderofwhyishouldn'tlet

youout

Refa:You'resocruel,you'reaman,what's

wrongwithyou?



Oarabile:(laughed)Refastoooop

Hesmiledandpulledhercloserforakiss..

***

MeanwhileathomeauntDorisplacedatrayof

teainfrontofRonaandhebegunmixingthe

teawithNatashasittingonhisleftlap...

Rona:Thankyouauntie

AuntDoris:You'rewelcome...HowisMadicurl

ijookanabammitsaChelsea

Rona:(laughed)Sheisfine...Sheisrecovering.

Shehasbeenbotheringmeaboutleaving

becausemymotherisdifficulttolivewithbut

theniunderstandyouhavetotakecareofyour



farm heretosurvive.IwishihadmoneyI'd

marryherandgethersowecansharethe1

room I'm currentlyusingbutidon'thavemoney.

Wouldyoumindifshejuststayedwithmeuntil

wehavesavedenoughformagadi?

AuntDoris:Whatdidyourparentssay?They

havemoneyI'm suretheycanhelpyou.

Rona:Ourfamilyisn'tasperfectasitseemsto

thepublic,thingsareeasierforotherchildren

andverydifficultforothersbutiwouldn'twant

todwellonthat.I'llmarrymywifewithmyhard

earnedmoneyevenifittakesadecadeto

happenandiknowshewillbethemost

beautifulbride.

AuntDoris:iwouldn'tnormallysayyesbutlike

youweresaying,alotoffamiliesare

dysfunctionalandoursisworse.Pleasedon't

abusemyniece,whenyoudon'twantherjust

letherknoworletmeknow.



Rona:Iwouldneverdothat,myfatherraised

mewell.

RefaandOarabileapproachedchattingasRefa

carriedthewoodwhileOarabileateher

chocolateholdingherflowerswithabackpack

behindher...

AtAkwana'sHouse...

Akwanalaidonthemattressandloggedin

Facebook,apictureofRefaandRabisittingin

thecarwhilesheheldabunchofflowers

appearedwithacaption,

"Youcanrun,youcanhidebutyoucan'tescape

mylove.I'llalwaysfindyou.

#MrsBanda#firstbornNatasha Thebannake



thaelakamosimanerayangMmaBandaa

hetsesekolokebatagomorefafa .

Herthroatdriedasshewentthroughanother

pictureofRefaandNatasha,onthecomments

friendswentonandonabouthowNatasha

wasn'tfairtocomeoutlookinglikeherfather

whenRabicarriedher9months.

ForsomereasonthesmileonRabi'sface

touchedher,thiswasherfavouritecousin,

whom shehadspentyearsshushingher

throughhertrialsandtribulations,shenow

foundtheguy.

SheblockedRefaonhersocialmediaaccount

andtookadeepbreath..



Akwana:(sighed)I'm done...

Shelookedatherschoolbaganddraggedit

over,sheturnedthepagesandbegunrevising

thenBoagowalkedin..

Boago:Igotyourmessage,wareostressedka

eng?

Akwana:(coveredhermouthandlaughed)

You'repregnant?Yournoseissobig..Jesus!

Boago:(rolledhereyes)Youwerecryingabout

howunfairlifeis

Akwana:No,I'm fine.Ijustneedtofocusin

school.I'm goingbacktomyoriginallifeplan-

school.andififailifindajobatthesafaris.

Howislifeinthesuburbs?

Boago:(laughed)It'sfine,I'm gettingalthelove..



Theirmotherwalkedin...

Her:Boagomphethemadiaseshabo

ngwanaka

Boago:I'm reallybroke,Tuloseemstobegoing

throughsomedifficulttimesatwork

Her:soheisjustuselessnow?Kanamonnake

madi,AkwanakanaplayedgameswithRefa.

Youshouldhavetakenhim..Iwassidingwith

herthinkingshewillstaykantewaii...

Boago:Refa?OjotseleRefa?Thatcuteguywa

kostopnonsenseng?

Akwana:KindofbutRabitookhim

Boago:Isn'tthatguyRraAkofang'snephew?

Waitseimissedalotofactionsinceimoved

out.Doesheknow?

Akwana:Heknows

MmaagweAkwana:SoRraAkofangisreally



Natasha'sbaby?

Akwana:Yes

Boago:Doesthewholefamilyknow?

Akwana:No,RefaandAkwanakeptquietand

RraAkofang'sfamilydoesn'tknow

Boago:Goandtellthem ontsheRabi

makgakga,shethinkshighlyofherself.

Akwana:No,I'm justleavingthem alone.Rabi

seemshappyletmejustlether,I'llfindanother

guy.

Boago:Let'sgoandtellthem

Akwana:No,ican't.ItwillhurtRabi.Idon'thate

herthatmuch

Boago:Fine,I'lltellthem myself.

Akwana:Boagono

MmaagweAkwana:Goandtellthem akereRabi

movedtoDoris'shouseandfeedsherlikea



cowyetshedidn'tgivemeanythingafterloving

herandraisingher.Goandtellthem

Boago:Tshwarabekeyame,kethomaganya

dijaratatsaboBandaI'm tellingthem starting

withMmaAkofangandthenRefa'sparents,we

willseehowtheywillrespondknowingOarabile

sleptwiththeuncleandpassedthebabyto

theirson.

Shehandedherthebagand.Walkedoutas

Akwanaputherhandoverhermouth...

AtRraAkofang'shouse...

LateronBoagoknockedonthedoor,Mma

Akofangopenedthedoorandsmiled..

MmaAkofang:Hello



Boago:Helloma,thereissomethingihaveto

telltoyouaboutyourhusbandandmycousin

Oarabile

MmaAkofang:Oarabile?Mmaagwengwana

wagaRefa?

Boago:YesbutNatashaisnotRefa'sdaughter

biologically..

*

*

*

*

*

.

.

.

.

.



SinfulDuty

#28

AtRraAkofang'sHouse....

MaAkofang:Idon'tunderstand..

Boago:Oarabile'sdaughterisRragweAkofang's

daughter,sheusedtowashhisclotheswhen

youwereworkinginFtown.That'showthey

dated,heusedtobuyusfoodathome.

MaAkofang:Jaanongompolelelagorekereng?

Boago:Sothatyoucanknow

MaAkofang:Ok,isthereanythingelse?

Boago:Um...No

MaAkofang:DidshesendyoueneOarabile?

Boago:No,sheiskeepingitasecret,sheis

hidingitandlyingtoeveryone.



MaAkofang:Sowhatdoyougainfrom

exposingherchild'spaternity?what'syour

problem withit?Kerengkerwalematsogomo

thogongkelele?Kanakerwaleselepekeyego

remantsalaothogo?Tellme..

Boagoswallowedlookingaround...

MaAkofang:Areyouahomewrecker?

Boago:No

MaAkofang:Thenyou'retellingyourcousin’s

secretforwhat?Andyouwerequietallalong

untiltoday...WhyshouldIbelieveyou?Didyou

haveafightandthinkohI'lluseMraBandato

punishher.HowsureareyouthatRefa's

daughterisevenmyhusband'sdaughter?

(openedherhand)GivemeacopyoftheDNA

results



Boago:Ijustknowbecauseweusedtostay

together

MaAkofang:Andyoukeptquietuntilnowwhy?

Listenidon'thavetimetoplaywithlittlegirls.I

knowRabiandsheisawellbehavedgirl.Idon't

thinkshecanevenlookatRefa'sunclelikethat.

Yousoundlikeabittercousin,aren'tyouthe

sistertothecousinwholikesworkingharder

thaneveryoneatMmaagweRefa'shouse?

Boago:Iam but-

MaAkofang:(clappedonceandlaughed)Au

bonnanatheletaalowa,soyoureallywantmy

nephewforyoursistertotheextentofgoing

aroundandlyingtoherinlaws?Moloigasewa

toisihela.

Boago:I'm notlying,I'm tellingthetruth

MaAkofang:(angrily)You'retellingmeforwhat

reason?DoesNatashaneedanything?Eh?Is

sheeatingfrom thedustbins?



Boago:Iwashelpingyou

Maakofang:Am iyourmother?

RraAkofangsteppedoutofthehouse

confused..

RaAkofang:What'sgoingon?

MaAkofang:ShesaysyousleptwithRefa's

girlfriendandherdaughterisyours

RaAkofang:Whywouldisleepwithsuchalittle

girl?AndwouldRefaevensleepwithher

knowingididthatareyoucrazy?Isyour

pregnancygoingwell?Oryou'regoingto

accusemeofimpregnatingyoutoo?(angrily)

kebualewenakadimpankaresegogwane

Boago:(stuttering)I...she...



RaAkofangsteppedoverandslappedherwith

thebackofhishandthenshestaggeredback

losingbalanceandfinallygainedstrength...

RaAkofang:(angrily)Orutwakenggorogaka

bathobabatona?Kemonkanaago?Don'tyou

havemanners?Howdoyoucomehereand

openyourmouthsayingsuchthings?Doyou

insultselderswhereyoucomefrom?

MaAkofang:(pushedhim back)Leaveher...

HersisterwantsRefa,ihaveseenhersister

workinglikeslaveatmmaagweRona'shouse.I

heardtheyoncehadafightaboutRefaso

they'rejustfighting,youknowlittlegirls.

Boagoturnedaroundandwalkedaway..

Boago:I'm goingtoreportyou



RaAkofangchargedatherandsheranoutthe

gateasMaAkofanggrabbedhist-shirtpulling

him back..

MaAkofang:Leavehershewilltripandfallon

herstomach,stop

RaAkofang:(panting)Canyouimaginethe

nerveofthatlittlegirl?

MaAkofang:Butjusttobesureyouhavenever

sleptwithherakere?

RaAkofang:Sleepwithherhow?Thatlittlegirl

isevenyoungerthanAkofang.Howthehell

wouldifitbetweenherlegs?Ihaveneverslept

withthatgirl,youcanaskher.Thisis

unbelievablesoyoubelieveher?

MaAkofang:Ofcoursenot,idon'tijustwanted

tobesurebutiknowwhyshesaidthat.Akere



MmaagweRefadoesn'tlikeOarabilesoshe

wantsthewholefamilytohateherbycreating

lies

RaAkofang:Refashouldn'tlistentononsense

babatagompolaisamotogolowame,kana

mshaanyanayoleodidimaditsebotsenwa.

MaAkofang:Isawhim whensomeguywanted

toattackRonaaboutTrish,hejustchangedinto

somethingelse.ButI'm sureOarabilewillclear

itforhim.I'llcallherandletherknowsothey

candiscussit.Nowadaysyoungmenkill

withoutevenaskingquestionsgobatabaebua

sente.

RaAkofang:Pleasetellhersoshecantalkto

herfamilysotheycanstopmakingupstories

aboutme.

ShedialedOarabileashewalkedinthehouse

andsatonthebedthoughtfully,theTanzanian



doctor'stemptingwordsranginhisheadonce

againandhejustrememberedNatashabut

then...No...Hebrushedthem offandleaned

back.

Ontheroad....

MeanwhileOarabileandNatashasatonthe

sideoftheroadpeeingasRonaandRefa

openedthebootandpickeddrinks.

Rona:IwanttotakeChelseaandmyboytomy

house,theoldladyiscomplaining24/7

Refa:Thatoneiscrazy,atleastyou'relucky

enoughtohavebeenhelped.IfRabigets

pregnantshewon'tacknowledgeherpregnancy

andI'vemadeupmymindthatI'dhireamaid

forRabi.Endofthestory,thelastthingiwantis



mymotherstressingmygirlfriend.Iknowshe

doesn'tlikeRabiandidon'tgiveashit.Take

Chelseatoyourhousebeforetheycome

betweenyoutwo.I'llhelpyousettleinmonth

end,ithinkicanchipyou2K

Rona:Thatwillbemorethanenough..(fisted

bumpedandshoulderbumped)Thankyou

Refa:Sure

Oarabile'sphonerangassheandNatasharan

overlaughing,shegotadrinkfrom Refaandgot

herphoneinthecar..

Oarabile:Hello?

MaAkofang:HiRabi,keMaAkofang

Oarabile:(smiled)Dumelang

MaAkofang:Otengngwanaka?Karelerelathile

ormaybeyouthinkidespiseyoulikemmagwe



Refa?NnakengwetsikooraBandamma

Oarabile:(laughed)Iwantedtocallyoudays

backandwishyouahappynewyearbutikept

forgetting.

MaAkofang:(laughed)Iunderstand,your

cousinwasjusthere.Areyoutwostillfighting?

Oarabile:WhoAkwana?Whatdidshewant?

MaAkofang:It'stheotherone...Shesays

NatashaisRaAkofang'sdaughter(herheart

skipped)keraadilotsamono

Oarabile:Uhu,youcanaskRefawhoNatasha's

father,heknows.Ihaveneverinmylife-

MaAkofang:Uhdon'twasteyourbreath,iknow

hertype.Igrewupwithcousinslikethat.Ra

Akofangwasveryangrytotagorengwananyana

yoomotwaetswakeeng.

Oarabile:They'relikethat,it'sreally

embarrassingbecausenowpeoplethinkweare



alllikethat.Uncleshouldhavewhippedher..Le

motogetse

MaAkofang:(laughed)Hewasveryveryangry,

ihadtoholdhim back.

Oarabile:Thanksforlettingme

MaAkofang:Bye

ShehungupandgotbackinthecarthenRefa

joinedthemainroad...

AtMmagweAkwana'sHouse...

MeanwhileTulodrovethroughthegateand

steppedouttalkingtothephone..

Tulo:Ijustwanttotakethekidsouttobuy

uniforms,can'twegotogethersoyoucanpick



therightsizes?

Masego:Tulouniformshaveagetags,ifyou

stillrememberyourkidsagesyoujustpicktheir

sizes.Ifyouforgotyoucanstillaskthem.I

don'tneedtobethereforyoutotakeyour

childrenshopping.Haveyouleftthehouse?

Tulo:I'm comingtoyoukanannagakena

accommodation

Masego:I'llfileforarestrainingorderagainst

youifyoukeepdoingthis,orayaobatangmo

game?Aren'tyouworking?Can'tyoufinda

houseandrentgapelegoneoithwadisitseo

sekawabatagontwaela.

Tulo:Kanannaibilegakesuregoreenengwana

watengkewamebecausenerele2mogoene.I

don'tloveher,iwasjustsmittenbythethrillof

cheatingtobehonest-

Masego:I'm hangingup,ifyoucallmeagain

andtalkaboutanythingthatdoesn'thave



anythingtodowitthechildrenI'm goingto

reportyou.

ShehungupthenTulotookoutBoago'sbags

andwalkedtowardsthehouse.

Tulo:Ko-ko!

Akwanaopenedthedoorandhehandedherthe

bag..

Tulo:Hi,whereisBoago?

Akwana:Shewenttotheneighboursthisside

Tulo:Great,canyougivethistoher?

Akwana:(confusedasheunloadedmorebags)

What'sgoingon?

Tulo:Mywifewasgiventhehouseduringour



divorcesettlementandsheissellingit,ihave

beengivena7daysnoticetoleavethebuilding.

Akwana:Eh

Tulo:Thanks,bye

Hejumpedinthecaranddroveoffleavingthe

bagsbyherfeet...

***

Onherwayfrom RaAkofang'shouseBoago

rubbedhereyesdialingTulo..

Tulo:Hello?

Boago:(whiningtearfully)Babe,thisotherman

justassaultedme-

Tulo:I'm driving,canwetalklater?Andi



droppedoffyourbags.Idon'thave

accommodationbecausemywifewasgiven

thehouse.

Boago:(tearsdriedup)Whycan'twerent?

Tulo:I'm savingforsomething,I'm goingto

sharearoom withmybrother.Goshap

Boago:Tulojustlikethat?Whataboutmeand

yourdaughter?

Tulo:Don'tyouhaveahome?Akereonaleko

galona,nnagakeagonyalaBoagosoidon't

havetostaywithyou.Gompienoyaanao

nthubetselelwapa,don'tcallme,ineedabreak

from thisrelationship.

Hehungupasshewalkedthroughthegate

lookingathermother'slittlehouselookingeven

tinierthaneverbefore,tearsblurredhereyesas

shewalkedinandlookedatherbagsonthe

floor.HermotherslidoutP5from oneofher



pocketsandstoodup..

MaAkwana:Mmayourpocketsaredry-dry,not

evenP20,whatareweeatingtoday?Gagona

seshabokana..

Shesatonthebedandputherhandsoverher

facecryingasAkwanasatnexttoherand

rubbedherback.

*

*

*

*

*

.

.
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AtRona'sHouse...

Refaparkedthecar,Rabisteppedoutand

closedthedoorasthebrothersremainedinthe

carwithNatasha.

Oarabile:Alright,I'llletyouknowwhenI'm done

Refa:Alright

Rona:Idon'thavefoodso-

Oarabile:It'sfine,iwon'tbelonganyways.Bye

Natasha

TheydroveoffasNatashawavedathersmiling,

shedialedChelsea'snumberandunlockedthe



door...

Chelsea:Hello?

Oarabile:I'm abouttocleanup

Chelsea:Ok,ijusthopetherewon'tbe

argumentswhenRonatalkstohismother

aboutthis.

Oarabile:Maybeshewillunderstandakere

wenashelikesyou.

Chelsea:Butthiswomandidn'thateyouthat

muchuntilAkwanacamehereandstarted

provinghowbettersheis,sheevencallsyoua

womanjustbecauseyouhaveachildand

Akwanadoesn'thaveyetsheisolder.

Oarabile:Wellit'sfine,iwon'tbeembarrassed

bymydaughter.I'm aproudmotherthat'swhyi

haveneverconsideredabortingthoughlifewas

hard.



Chelsea:Iknow.

Oarabile:Alright,letmegetstarted.

Chelsea:Bye

Shehungandcleanedup....

AttheBandaHouse...

Refaparkedthecarandtheysteppedout,Fela

arrivedashisbrotherslookedathim,guilt

strickenhelookeddown..

Fela:Dumelaa

Refa:Ya

RonawalkedinthehouseasRefaturnedtothe



servant'squartersandstoodatthedoor...

Refa:Iwantyoutolistentomeandlistenreally

goodbecauseI'llpunchyoutwicethewayRona

did.IfyouevertalktoRonaoranyoftheelders

thewayyoudidRonaI'llpunchyousohardand

squashyourballs,doyouhearme?

Fela:(lookingdown)I'm sorry

Refa:You'retooyoungtobeinvolvedinthese

issuesandyouhavealongwaytogo.That

uselessbrothermightjustbeyoursavior10

yearsfrom now.Iwasgoingtobuyyoua

smartphonebutI'm notbuyingitanymore

becausenowihavetohelpRonamovehis

familyoutsinceeveryoneisonhiscase.

Fela:(facedropped)I'm reallysorry.

Refa:(walkingout)Yeahmetoo...



MeanwhileinthehouseRonasatonthechair

ashismotherdressedthebaby..

Rona:IwanttomoveinwithChelsea

MmaagweRona:Ohok,when?

Rona:Today(hermouthdropped)Ithinkit's

bestthatway,youhavehelpedusalotandi

appreciateitbutithinkishouldtakeovernow

andlifttheburdenoffyou.Iunderstandfoodis

expensiveandyoucan'tfeedmyfamilyfora

verylongtimewithoutmehelpingouttheway

youwantmeto.Iwanttostrugglewiththem

nexttomesharingthelittleihavewiththem.

MmaagweRona:It'stooearly,youcan'tstayin

thesamehousewithanursingmother.Ke

moila

Rona:(calmly)Idon'tbelieveinsuchthings,

Godwouldhavenevergivenmethischildifour

togethernessbroughtussicknessorcurses



MmaagweRona:You'renotgoingtostaywitha

newbornwhileI'm stillalive,thischildwillleave

thishousewhenheis3monthsold.I'm not

goingtonegotiatewithyou,leratagoitsethata

kana.Galebolelelwameilalarelonaletsenye

dikwele.

Rona:(softly)I'm reallysorrythatihaveto

disobeyyourorders,I'm doingthistogiveyou

peacetoobecauseyouseem tobehavinga

difficulttimewiththefood.Iwouldgiveyou

moremoneybutidon'thaveit.

Refawalkedinandsatnexttohisbrother..

Refa:Dumelang

Chelsea:Dumelang

MmaagweRona:SoyouknowaboutthisRefa?

Refa:Andisupporthim,I'm reallynothappy



withthewayyoudisrespectRonaaroundhere

likeheisnotthefirstborn.Yourbehaviouris

nowspreadingbecauseleFelahelathinksless

ofhisbigbrother.You'recausingadrift

betweenusandidon'tlikeit.

MmagweRona:Idon't-

Refa:(raisedhisvoice)I'm stilltalking!

MmagweRona:Don'ttalktomeli-

Refa:(angrily)IsaidI'm talking!Thatmeansyou

listenthenyoutalkwhileI'm listening,it'scalled

communication.

Rona:Refastop...Don'traiseyourvoice.

Refa:No,leavemealone!(turnedtohismother)

Youneedtostopwhateveryou'retryingtodo,

I'm reallysickandtiredofyoulookingdownat

Ronaforsimplynotmeetingyourstandards.

Thelasttimeicheckedmyfatherwastheonly

parentwithaUniversitydegreeandhewasstill

thesoleproviderofthisfamilysoifanyone



shouldcomplainaboutfoodorpeoplenot

gettingeducateditshouldbehim,therest

shouldjustkeepquietuntiltheyhaveattained

thosedegrees.I'm takingChelseatoRona's

housebecauseyou'redisrespectinghim infront

oftheonlypersonwhoviewshim asadignified

man.Ifyouwanttocorrectyourmistakesyou

knowwheretofindhim andhisfamily,achildis

likeapuppy.Ifyoushowitloveitwillcometo

youuntilthenRonawillbeathishouse.I'm

donetalkingnowyoucantalk..

Youcouldhearapindropashismother

tearfullystaredathim,sheputthebabydown

andwalkedouttearfully.

Rona:Refa!Howcouldyoudothat?

Refa:(stoodup)Somebodyhadtotellherthe

truth,dadwon'tdoit,youwon'tdoitlebata



gorekereng.Arewegoingornot?

Chelsea:(pointed)Loadthosebags...

RefapickedthebagandwalkedoutasRona

remainedseated..

Rona:Iwantustomoveoutwithherblessing,i

don'twanttoleavewhenthingsarelikethis

Chelsea:Babepleasedon't..Sheobviously

won'tallowmetoleavebecauseshebelievesin

superstitionsandallthat.I'm goingtobe

depressedifwedon'tleave

Rona:Whatifsomethingbadhappenstothe

baby?Thenitwillbemyfaultforbringinga

feud...Let'swaitandtalktohersowecanleave

witheveryonesmiling.

Refawalkedbackinforanotherbagand



stoppedlookingatthem..

Refa:Garetsamaeanong?

Rona:No,ican'tleavewithayoungchildwhen

therearetearsandbadwordsexchanged.I

havetobewiseaboutthis.Ifyourespectme

don'tsayanything,justbringbackthebaby's

bag.

Refastaredathim foralongminutethenhe

walkedoutandcamebackwiththebag.

Refa:I'm goingtomoveRabi

Rona:Haveyouaskedheraunt?

Refa:Rabitalkedtoheralready,orayaAunt

Dorisakere?

Rona:Yesbutitcouldhavebeenbetterhadyou



assuredherRabiisingoodhands,besidesit

showsyou'reresponsibleskannankareotsaya

ngwanawabathohelamotseleng.

Refa:Iunderstand,I'lltalktoherwhenicheck

onheroverthephoneorwhenwegovisither.

Rona:Ok..

Refawalkedout....

AtAuntDoris..

RefaquietlywaitedinthecarasRabiloadedher

bagsinthecar,herphonerangandshepicked

closingtheboot...

Oarabile:Hello.

AuntDoris:Rabiyourunclejustcalledme



sayingMmagweAkwanaisathishouseright

nowcomplainingaboutyoustayingataman's

house.HecalledmeshoutingatmesayingI'm

sellingyoutomen.Babuagorekeengkego

letellagoyagonnalemonnaasagonyalaibile

gakeagogodisa.Gatweodulemolwapengka

boitaoloboelekogoMmagweAkwana

Oarabile:IshouldgobacktoMmagwe

Akwana'shouse?AuntDorisyoucan'tletthose

peoplestressyo-thereisacallcomingin,

maybeit'shim.I'llcallyouback

AuntDoris:They'reinsultingmesayingiknow

nothingaboutparentingbecauseI'm barren,

pleasenanajustgobackhome.Theyhave

alwaysinsultedme,evenwhenyoutwowere

young,ipleadedwiththem soicouldraiseyou

withmadicurlbuttheyrefused.Nowthey're

angrythatyougirlsarecomingtomyhouse.

Oarabile:I'llcallyouaunt.



Shehungupandpicked..

Oarabile:Hello?

Uncle:(angrily)Whatisthisihearaboutyou

leavinghome?

Oarabile:IstayatauntDoris'shouse

Uncle:Icalledherandshesaidshepermitted

youtogostaywithaboywedon'tknow

Oarabile:Aboyyoudon'tknow?DidMmagwe

Akwanatellyouthatthisboyyoudon'tknow

senthisparentstopaymagadiandshesaidno?

Uncle:.Waitwhat?

Oarabile:I'm movinginwithRragweNatasha,

hewantedtogiveyoumagadibutyourefused

soheisgettingmeforfree.

Uncle:No,holdon.Ididn’tknowanythingabout



this,tellhisparentstocomeheresowecanget

started(toMmagweAkwanainthebackground)

jaanongwenagatweobusitsebathokamagadi?

Akeremagadiatsewangwanaaboatswelela

kaskwelehahetsalenyalolennaon.Wenao

lebegaosiamemagadiaoketaaatsayanna,

ibilekanakennamalomaatsonekanagoloha

(Oarabilejumpedsnappingherfingersexcitedly

astheunclescoldedheraunt)BonaRabi?

Oarabile:Rra?

Uncle:Givethatboythedirectionstomyyard

andI'llfinishthenegotiationsintheblinkofan

eye,banabakainyadisakantatayagorebatsadi

bapaletswe..Ao

Oarabile:I'lldothat.

Uncle:I'llbewaitingforthem otherwiseyou're

goingbackhome.

Oarabile:(smiled)Eerra



Shehungupandscreamedjumpingupand

downthenRefasteppedoutfrowningwitha

smileofcuriosity.

Refa:What?

Oarabile:Auntthoughtshewasdestroyingme

kantesheisfixingthings...Unclesaysyour

parentsshouldgotohisyard..

Refa'sfacelitupashesmiledandhuggedher,

hekissedheronthelipsandgaveNatashahers

onthecheekthenhisfaceslowlydropped..

Refa:Nowthequestioniswhethermyparents

willagreetomarryus.

Oarabile'ssmileslowlydissolvedastheystared

atoneanother...



*

*

*

*

*
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AtRona'sHouse...

Hewalkedinandclosedthedoorlookingathis

largecleanoneroom,thebednearlydonewith

thechestofdrawersandmirrorswipedclean,

atthefarcornerstoodawhiteshelfwiththe

baby'sthings,hepickedthetoyandsatonthe

bedlookingattheTV.Itwasoffbutyou'd

swearhewaswatchingsomething...

Hetookouthisphoneandlaidonhisback

diallingChelsea...

Chelsea:Hello?

Rona:Heybabe

Chelsea:I'm reallysad,iwasexcitedthewhole

daythinkingI'dbewithyouatthistime.

Rona:(sighedsadlypokingthebaby'stoy)I'm a



littledisappointedtoo,I'veimaginedthis

eveningoverandover.Ipicturedyousending

mearoundtobringyouthingswhileyoubath

thebabyntseore."Bringmecoldwater,bring

methetowel"(theylaughed)Ireallycan'twait

forsuchmoments.Idon'tknowhowtocarefor

anursingmotherbutI'llbeatservice.

Chelsea:Waitsewhenimetyouitwaslikewe

areplayingbut..Hereiam..I'm honestlyhappy,

youmakemehappyandithinkoursonis

blessedtohaveafatherlikeyou.Iwas

disappointedwhenyoudecidednottotakeus

butirespectyourdecision.I'llfollowyourlead.

Rona:Thankyou...Ihopeyou'llbepatientwith

meuntilthedayicanaffordtomakeyouhappy.

I'm prayingforyoutobepatientwithmeand

notgettemptedduringhardtimes.

Chelsea:Waiinnarraketswakolehumeng,i

comefrom somuchpovertythatbeinghere

makesmefeelbig.I'veneverbeenwitha



boyfriendthatgavemeanythingnotevenP10

butwenayou'vespentsomuchonme,you've

takenrisksandinvestedyourfeelingsonme

aftergettingbetrayedbyyourexgirlfriends.

Rona:(smiled)Mogowenakeriskilekahao

lengmontekatengI'm goingtodieifyoucheat

onme,you'reveryverybeautifuland...

Everythingaboutyouissoperfect...Yourhair...

Ilikethewayyournoseisshapedandthenyour

naturalpinklips...Ireallyloveyou.Sometimesi

catchmyselfsmilingatyourpicturesonmy

phonewonderingifit'sreallymewhogotthis

beautifulcolouredgirlalltomyself.

Chelsea:(laughedblushingandlaidonherside

puttingherfootonthewall)Youmakeitsound

likeI'm aprincess

Rona:You'renot,you'reaqueen...

Chelsea:(whispering)Yourfatherjustarrived

home,healwayspassesbymyroom andgreets



thebabythenhegoestotheirroom

Rona:(smiled)Alright,bye

Hehungupandsighedclosinghiseyes...

AtRefa'sHouse...

MeanwhileOarabilewashedthedishesinthe

kitchenhummingpeacefullywhileinthe

Natashawalkedinherbedroom draggingher

father'sboxershorts,shekneltbythechestof

drawersandtookoutthesmartlyfoldedclothes

onebyone.Sheopenedthenextdrawerand

emptieditthensheclimbedonitandgotinthe

seconddrawerholdingherfeedingbottle.

Inthebathroom Refatrimmedhisbeardmaking

alinealonghisjawlinetohischinthenhe



switchedoffthemachineanddustedthehair

off,Oarabilewalkedinandhuggedhim from

behindlayingherheadonhisbroadshoulders...

Oarabile:Turkeyorbeef?

Refa:I'm nothungryandI'm goingtotalktomy

father.

Hesighedworriedlyandturnedputtinghisarms

aroundherwaist..

Refa:Ikindoftalkedtomymotherinaharsh

wayearlieraboutthewayRonaistreated,iwas

reallyangryandilostmysenseofrespectfora

second.Iwishihadusedamuchrespectful

toneandnowwiththismarriageissueidon't

knowifshewillagree.Idon'tknowifit's

becausemyfatherrespectsculturebutireally



wanttodothingstherightway.Iwanttomarry

youwithourparentsblessings...Iwanttofeel

myegogrowingbigwhenmyunclespresent

magaditoyourparents,that'swhatwillmake

mefeellikeaman.Iwanttohearyourparents

openlygivingyouaway.Iwanttokissyouin

frontofeveryone...Gakebategochatakanake

nyadisiwakedistrangers,I'm reallyscaredthat

ifmyparentsdon'tdothisformeI'llfallapart..

(swallowedsadly)it'sallibeenthinkingabout

sincewereceivedyouruncle'scall.I'm really

scared,I'm anxious,I'm angryatmyselfforthe

wayitalkedtomymother,ijust..

Shetouchedhischinandsmiled...

Oarabile:Refayousaidwhatyousaidtostand

upforyourbrother,hesoundstoosoftto

defendhimself.Goddoesthat,whenanother



siblingistoosofthegiveshim anoutspoken

siblingwhowillalwaysdefendthem.Idon't

knowexactlywhatyousaidbutifyoufeelit's

wrong,don'tsitaroundthehousebeating

yourself.Gohomeandtalktoher,iknowmy

manalwaysapologiseswhenheiswrong.Face

yourfatherabouttheusgettingmarriedandif

theyrefuseitsfine,wecan'tforcethem.God

willtakeover,honestlyI'm tired,wehavehadso

muchdramainthepastcouplemonths,iwant

peacetoenjoyyouandschool.Ihaveaman

thatlovesme,heisnotperfectbuthelovesme

andourdaughter,ihaveschoolandI'm doing

well.Ihavesomuchtobegratefulforandi

won'tletdysfunctionalfamiliesspoilthatfor

me..(lookinginhiseyes)don'tletbotheryou

too.

Hesighedwithasmileandhuggedher,he

straightenedandwavedherfeetaroundbefore



puttingherdownandkissingher.

Refa:Soyoungbutwise,iloveyou

Oarabile:(pokedhim andwalkedaway)Now

putonyourt-shirtandgo...

Helaughedandwenttothebedroom....

AttheBandaHouse...

Asusualtheoldmangreetedhisgrandchild

andsmiledhandinghim backtohismother

thenhetookouthiswalletandhandedher

P300.

RragweRona:Pleasebuywhateveryouneed,i

meanyourpersonalthingsnotfood.



Chelsea:Thankyou...

RragweRona:Iknowmysonisgoingthrough

somefinancialproblemsbutmygrandsonwill

notlackanythingforaslongasI'm alive,Refais

alsoverygiving.I'veraisedtheseboystohave

oneanother'sbacknomatterwhat.Wearenot

aperfectfamilybutwesupporteachother.

Don'thesitatetoaskforanythingfrom meor

Refa,heseemskindofrudebuthewillneverlet

hisnephewneed.

Chelsea:Healwaysinstantlygivesandhenever

askswhatthemoneyisfor.

RragweRona:LeRonahasalwaysbeenlike

that,theylookedafteroneanotherandRona

keepsRefaoutoftrouble,Refadefends.Rotlhe

isalwaysmakingtroublethatone...Letagwa!

(theylaughed)butheisagoodboy.Felaisstill

growingsohetendstoactchildisheverynow

andthen,hisbigbrothersdisciplinehim really

goodandI'm notgettinginvolved...'Icannot



enterthekickingsofthechildrenofthesame

stomach'

Shelaughedathisdirecttranslationashe

stoodup..

RragweRona:Robalasentethengwetsiyame

Chelsea:Eerra...

Hewalkedtotheirbedroom andsatontheedge

ofthebedtakingoffhisglasses,hiswifeturned

aroundsnifflingandrubbedhereyes.

Him:What'swrong?

Her:Ican'tRefatalkedtomelikethat,Refa

insultedmeinfrontofRonaandChelseale

gonelehamogoloweamokgalemelao



nthapatsahela.HesaidI'm noteducatedandi

didn'tbuyanythingaroundherethereforei

shouldn'tcomplainifanyoneisnotgettinga

degree.Refagaaitsegorehantselekolwane

jaanakennaabogompienoampuisajaakaa

mpuisa.

Him:Howdidtheargumentstart?

Her:RonawantedtotakeChelseabecausehe

saysheisrunninglowinthepocketsandi

understandthepressureRonaisin.I'm not

goingtodenythatihavebeenlettingmy

frustrationoutonRona,leeneRefahadapoint

totakeiponamolato.Ihaven'tbeentalkingto

Ronathewayamothershouldandmaybehad

Refanotmentioneditiwouldn'thaveknown.

Nowiknowwhereihavetocorrectmyself

becauseilovemysonsI'm justhumanbutRefa

isdisrespectfulkeipotsagoreogotsitsemang.

Gakearatagothelele...

Him:Ihearyou,itsoundslikehewentoverthe



lineabitthoughyouadmithehadapoint

Her:Sincehestartedsleepingwiththiswoman

heisactingdifferently.

Him:Ishestillwithher?Idon'tthinkhewill

wantherafterwhatshedid.Ireallythoughtshe

wasanicegirlbutafterleavinghim inthe

wardrobetodieidon'tthinkiwanthernearhim.

Her:Waiihewasherewithherdaughter,I'm

sureheisinbedwithhernow.

Him:Hebondedwiththebaby,it'sonlylogical

forthebabytovisithim.Thereisnowayhewill

dateheragain.

TheypausedtalkingasRefaandFelalaughed

togetherinthelivingroom thenFelaknocked

onthebedroom door.

Fela:Papa?Papa?



Him:Mmh?

Fela:Refaarewalebatalemama

Him:Wearecoming..

Theygotdressedandwalkedout...

***

MeanwhileRefaanxiouslyrubbedhishands

togetherashisparentssatonthecouchand

leanedbackbothquietlylookingathim...

Refa:Papaijustwantedtotellyouthatke

thotsekethoketsemamabotho,ididnotplan

andit'snothowiviewher.Ijusthavealotof

angeraboutthewayRonaistreatedandijust

snapped.Iwanttoapologisefordisrespecting



herbothasyourwifeandmymother.Ishould

havefoundawaytodrivemypointhome

withoutmisbehavingbecauseiwastaught

better.(tohismother)I'm reallysorry,please

forgiveme.

Him:It'sokmyboy,themostimportantthing

aftermakingamistakeisacknowledgingitand

correctingit.Iforgiveyou..(leanedbackand

lookedathiswife)MmagweRona,ngwanake

yo..

Her:Iforgiveyou,ihopeitwon'thappenagain.

Refa:Itwon't..

Him:NaarecaseyagaOarabileeheletsekae?

Arethepolicestillsearchingforher?

Helookeddownrubbinghishandstogether

Refa:Aboutthat..Rabi'suncletoldherhewill



handlehermagadinegotiationssoI'dreally

appreciateitifwecangetstartedsothatican

paymagadianddothetraditionalpartthenwait

fortheweddingendofthisyear.

Her:(laughedindisbeliefandclappedonce)

Waitseeeee...

Him:(frowned)Didigetyouclearly?Youwant

metocallthefamilyandtellthem you're

marryingawomanwhojustlastweektriedto

killyou?

Her:Shehadkilledhim alreadyakerehewoke

upfrom thehospitalallconfused.

Him:Kanawearetalkingaboutadifferentgirl?

Refa:No

Him:Refalookatmeandlistenedtome

becauseiwillnotrepeatmyself.

Refa'sheartpoundedashelookedathis



father...

Him:Idon'tcarehowexcitedyourpantsget

whentheyseethatgirlwalkingby,iwillnotcall

letherintothisfamily.Sheischildish,reckless

andsheisadangertoyourlifebecausesheis

unpredictable.Nosanehumanbeingcanleave

anothertodieinthewardrobefor5days.She

doesn'tqualifytobepartofthisfamily.I'm a

realisticpersonandiknowpeoplechangebut

untilI'm convincedsheisokupstairsidon't

wanthernearmyfamily.I'dsaystayawayfrom

herbutiknowyouwon'trespectthatsoaslong

asyou'rewithherdon'texpectanythingfrom

me.

Her:Thisgirlprobablydoesn'tknowwhatwe

wentthroughbecauseofherandI'm just

amazedthatherfamilyisactuallythinking

aboutmarriagebutthentheywantmoney,

nobodycansaynotomoney.Idon'twanttolie



toyouRefa,ididn'tlikeherbutaftertryingtokill

youijusthateher.

Refaswallowedlookingdownstillrubbinghis

handstogetherthenhestoodup.

Refa:Iunderstand,Goodnight

Hewalkedoutandalmosttrippedsteppingout

ofthehousewithaheavyheart...

AtMmagweAkwana'sHouse.....

LaterthatnightMmagweAkwanaandher

daughterssataroundthefireasthewater

boiledinthethreeleggedpot,Akwanabrought

maizemealandamixerthenshebentoverand



rolledlehethobackandforthswirlingthemix

whileBoagokeptpouringmoremaizemealfor

her.

MmagweAkwana:IndeedaMotswana'sthank

youisfoesek,kagodisantšanyanayantoma...

SoRabiisoutthereinabighouseeating

Englishfoodandshehasnoremorse

whatsoever.Sheknowssheismylasthopebut

shewon'thelp.BoBoagoyouhadaccessto

moneybutneversavedanything,whatkindofa

womandoesn'thaveasecretaccountwhere

shehidesbackupmoney?Nowyourbabyis

worsethanNatasha,gaonalehaelesekipara

sangwana

Boago:Tulowillsupporthisbaby,heloves

childrenandhealwaystookcareofhischildren.

Akwana:IfiwasyouI'ddoingpiecejobsto

avoidaskingpeoplefordonationsonthelast



minute,you'rewastingtime.Ihaveseenwomen

likeyou,justrelaxingthenonthelastmonth

theypostonFacebookaskingfordonations.

Oarabilestarteddoingpiecejobswhenshewas

fivemonths.Bythetimeshewas7monthsher

babyhadeverythingababyneeds.Sheeven

washeddogs

Boago:I'm notOarabile,yootaamponaahela

ketsamaakebatapiecejobnkaresehema.

Akwana:Mmekanahaokannahelawagokopa

batho,nnaakebategobona.IfiwasyouI'd

starttomorrowandhustleatleastthebaby's

clothesandblankets.Youhaveasmartphone

andyouknowhowtoapplymakeup.Advertise

eyebrowonfleek,advertisethatyou'llteach

peoplehowtoapplymakeupkamaP50,evenif

justtwopeoplecallitsenoughtobuy

somethingesenggothokasepesepe.

Boago:Dilotseokedilotsalehumahela,andi

droppedoutofschool.Peoplewilllaughatme.



Akwana:Iwanttotellallmyfemaleteachers

thatidolaundry,mostofthem havechildren

andI'm sureit'stiringtodoit,theywouldloveto

havemyhelp.Oarabilemadealotofmoney

withlaundry.That'swhatsheusedtobuy

cookinggaswithandbuyfood.

MmagweAkwana:Mxm don'tmentionthat

girl'snameyou'llmakemevomit...

Akwanalaughedandsatdownputtingmore

woodinthefire...

AtRefa'sHouse...

LaterthatnightRefaunlockedthehouseand

walkedinholdingabottleofbeer,hepassedby

Natasha'sroom andswitchedoffherlightthen

heswitchedthebedlamponbeforeheadingto



theirroom.

Hesatontheedgeofthebedandsippedthe

beerthenplaceditontheheadboardandpulled

outhist-shirtasOarabileturnedaroundlooking

athim,sheswitchedthebedlamponand

foldedthepillowtwicelookingathim...

Oarabile:Ifwearegoingtosharethishousein

peaceI'dappreciateitifyoustoppedbringing

beerhere,infactyoushouldn'tdrinkmidweek.

Refa:I'm notdrunkgapegakenolegakego

harase,iwasabouttogotosleepwithout

wakingyou.

Oarabile:Refait'swrongtocomehomeatthis

timeonwalegone

Refa:Fine,I'llemptyitifitmakesyouhappy.



HewalkedoutandemptieditinthesinkasRabi

stoodbythekitchendoorinhernightdress

foldingherarms.

Oarabile:Don'tstressaboutusgettingmarried,

ikindofexpectedyourparentstosayno

becauseijustdisappointedthem notsolong

ago.Itwastooearlytoexpectapositive

response,I'dalsorejectsomeonewhotriedto

killmychild.Theyhaveeveryreasonnottotrust

me....Besidesihaveexamscomingup,

organisingaweddingwouldstressme.You

haveaplottodevelop...Thereisnohurry

anymorebecausewearetogether.Stophurting

yourself,I'llgaintheirrespectbackandmake

them lovemebutitwilltakeyears..

Refa:Howdoyouknowwhattheysaid?

Oarabile:Icanseethatpaininyoureyesbut

beerwon'tmakeitgoaway.



Shewalkedoverandhuggedhim thenhe

closedhiseyeshugginghertightlyandkissing

herforehead..

Refa:I'm sorry

Oarabile:It'sok..Let'sgoshower

Theydraggedtheirfeettotheshower...

AttheBandaHouse...

JustafewminutesbeforemidnightChelsea's

phonerang,shesmilednaughtilyandputonher

robethenshetiptoedtothekitchenwhereshe

quietlyunlockedthedoorandwalkedintohis

arms..



Him:(whispering)Icouldn'tsleep..

Chelsea:(giggledandwhispered)You'llgetme

introuble..

Hegrabbedhercheekandkissedherthenhe

unzippedhisjeansasshekneltdowngently

rubbedhisthighs,hedroppedhismeatandshe

smiledholdingitup,sheopenedhermouthslid

thewholeheadinhermouth.

Him:Fucck...

Thelightsswitchedonandtheoldmanlifted

thespadethenhepausedinshock...

RragweRona:Uhu...



Heshamefullypulleduphispantsandsaton

thestooplookingdownwhilesheshamefully

dustedherknees...

RragweRona:Kantehaogaketseobata

motsetseobatagonemo?Ketaaisamothoyo

komorakengkanaRonawaitse?

MmagweRonawalkedoutandpausedlooking

asRona'sunfastenedbeltandtheguiltylookon

Chelsea'sface...

RragweRona:Whatdon'tyouunderstand?

MmagweRona:Shehasn'tevenhealedand

you'resneakingin?Iknewishouldhavetaken

herwithmetothefarm

Rona:I'm sorry,don'ttakeheraway.Itwon't



happenagain.(stammering)Iwasjust...I

neededher...Itwasjustablowjob

Chelseashamefullyturnedtothewallashis

parentslookedatherthenbackathim..

RragweRona:(laughed)Jaanongoheditse?

kanakelekgaopeditsennakereretsenellwake

magodu{Didyoufinishthough?Ithoughtitwas

abreakin}

MmaagweRona:(toChelsea)Getinside,heis

notevensupposedtogetakiss...Iknewi

shouldhavesleptwithher,kamosoreya

polasing.{tomorrowweareleavingforthefarm}

Chelsea:(whined)Uh...Polasi?{Thefarm?}

Rona:(yelped)What?

RragweRona:Eeakerotsenelelamotsetse

masigogorobetswe{yesisn'titisn'tsafewith



youaroundhere}

MmagweRona:Motsetsehelayootalajaana,

nnyaakepolasihela.Getinside...

ShequicklygotinsideasRonashamefully

stoodupandzippedhispants.

*

*

*
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AttheBandaHouse..

Ronashamefullybeltedupashisparents

staredathim foldingtheirarms..



MmagweRona:Doyouevenhavetransport

backtoyourhouse?

Rona:I'llcatchataxi

MmaagweRona:Ineedtolockthegate,akere?

Ronasmiledashamedandlookedatthem...

Rona:Itwon'thappenagain..

MmaagweRona:Comeinside,theresomething

iwantedtotellyou,wemightaswelltalkabout

itkakehaothagetsemojaratengmasigo.

Shewalkedinthehouseashisfathersmiled

naughtyandputhisarm aroundhisshoulder...

RragweRona:Aomonnaoraagoregothata



helamooralalangmahihiakana?

Rona:(smiledlicking)Papatherra...

Hisfatherlaughedathim ashewalkedinand

satonthecouchbarelykeepinganeyecontact,

hismotherandChelseawalkedbackinasshe

satequallyashamedanfunabletolookanyone

ontheeyes

MmaagweRona:Icalledyouheretoapologise

forbeingsohushonyou,ittookalotof

couragetoevenfacebothofyou.Youknowit's

verydifficultforusAfricanparentstoadmitwe

arewrongandevenapologise.Iwasraisedby

unapologeticparentsandtothisdayiholda

grudgebecausenoneofmyparentsevercalled

mesaidwearesorryforletting123happyto

youwhenyouwereyoung.Idon'twanttobe

thatparentsomyboypleaseforgiveme,I'm



sorryifimadeyoufeellessofaman.Itwasnot

myintentionandiwasn'tawareI'm doingthat

untilyourbrotherpointeditoutandithurts

becausethat'snotwhatiwanttobesoI'm

goingtochange.

Rona:(softly)Iunderstand,ilongforgaveyou.

MmagweRona:ChelseaI'm sorryformaking

youuncomfortable.Idon'twanttobeahorrible

motherinlaw.Itookyoufrom youraunt's

houseoutofloveandcare.

Chelsea:Thisisveryawkwardbecausewherei

comefrom parentsneverapologise,I'm really

happythatihaveachildfrom suchalovely

family.Iforgiveyou

MmagweRona:AndsinceI'm theoneatallI'm

givingyoumyblessingstogoandstaytogether

butiwantyouknowthatiprefertokeepyou

hereuntilthebabyisthreemonths,thisfor

severalreasons.Irespectourcultureandyou're



afirsttimemother,youstilldon'tknowhowto

massagethebaby.I'm stillteachingyoualot

aboutbabies.Thisonedoesn'tknowanything...

Heisblankheonlyknowshowtomakeababy,

evenhisfatherathisagecan'tcareforanew

born.Menonlyknowhowtomakebabiesand

bragabouttheirbeautifulbabies(Ronaandhis

fatherlaughed)ifitwasyoursecondbornI'd

sayyou'rehealedandcanwalkproperlybye-bye

butyouneedparentalhelp.Cultureisalso

important,you'reyoungstersyesbutrespecting

cultureisimportant.Letmedomypartsothat

whenyoutwofinallymeethecallshisfatherin

themiddleofthenighttellinghim hewantsto

marry.

ChelseachuckledcoveringhermouthasRona

shamefullyrubbedhishead...



Chelsea:(smiled)Iwanttostay

Rona:(smiled)Ithinksheshouldstaybutnot

thefarm,kebakile.I'llneversetfoothereafter

9pm iswear.

MmagweRona:Ohdon'tworryI'm movingin

thesameroom withher

RonaandChelseasighedlookingatone

another...

MmaagweRona:Honeytakehim homeand

makesurehelocksthehouseasekaachaa

koloistuuatagotsenellamotsetsegape

EveryonelaughedasRonaandhisfatherstood,

RonarubbedChelsea'ssilkyhairashepassed

byhercouchandshetouchedhishandin

goodbyemanner.



AtMmagweAkwana'shouse...

ThenextmorningAkwanagotupearlyand

preparedforschoolthenshepausedlookingat

thesmallwoodentableRabiusedevery

morningtostudy.Shetookaseatandusedthe

last30minutesofherfreetimetostudythen

sheshookBoago...

Akwana:Boago,I'm goingtoschool..I'm not

surewhatexcuseI'm goingtouse,ihopethey

willletmein.Whatshouldisay?

Boago:(coveredherselfwithablanket)Wa

nthodiathemmakerobetse...

MmagweAkwana:(turnedtheotherside

closinghereyes)BathotheAkwanaomodumo

ruri!



Akwanapickedherschoolbagandwalkedout...

AtMaunSenior...

LaterthatmorningRefapulledintotheparking

lotandloweredthevolumeofthemusicthen

heleanedoverkissingOarabile,shestepped

outandclosedthedoorbeforeleaninginthe

backticklingNatasha.

Oarabile:Bye

Natasha:Byebye

Refa:4pm akere?

Oarabile:Yeah

Heturnedthesteeringwheelreversingand



stoppedaninchawayfrom Akwana,heglanced

atheronceanddroveoff.Oarabilestoppedand

waitedforherasshecaughtupandshamefully

lookeddownastheycontinuedwalkingin

school...

Oarabile:Hi

Akwana:Hi..

Oarabiletookoutherlunchboxandhanded

her...

Oarabile:Ibroughtthisforyou

Akwana:Thanks

Shequicklyopenedtheboxandpickedthe

sandwichwhichsheshovedinhermouthand



chewedasOarabilesadlywatchedher,shetook

outadrinkandhandedher..

Akwana:(muffled)'Phankuu'

Oarabile:You’rewelcome,iknowyou'ddothe

sameforNatasha..

Therewassilenceastheywalkedtowardsthe

classes..

AtRona'sHouse...

MinuteslaterRefaparkedatthegateandhit

thehorn,hisbrotherranoutinhisblueoveralls

andjumpedinthefrontseatbeforepullingthe

seatbelt.



Refa:(laughed)Warewhathappenedlastnight?

Rona:(laughedandturnedtoNatasha)Hi

Natasha

Natasha:(waving)Hellouncle

Refa:(laugheddrivingout)Mrthebua

Rona:(laughed)Chelseastartedthatshit...She

startedtalkingdirtyonthephoneuntiliwasso

hardithoughtmydickwillburstsoI'm likeI'm

comingoversoyoucantakecareofyour

business

Refa:(laughed)Yeah

Rona:Igothere...AndshecomesoutthenI'm

standingtherefeelingbiglikesomekindofGod,

sheisonherkneeswithmydickdownher

throat,mypantsatmyankles

Refa:Soyouwereactuallybuttnaked?

Rona:Duuuudelisten...Notonlyam ibuttnaked

myeyesarecompletelyclosed,babygirlis



doingherthingdownthereandboom thelights

areon(theylaughedloudly)andpapaisholding

upaspade,nowidon'tevenknowifIshouldgo

formypantsorblockthespadeawayfrom

Chelsea'shead

Refa:Abeasareuhu?

Rona:It'slikeyouwerethere,andthensgogo

comesout!Asakelemayouknowhow

traditionalsheis...Iyoyo(imitatingher)

"motsetsehelayootalajaanawamotsenella

masigo,ibilekemoisapolasing"

Refa:(laughed)Ican'timaginethe

embarrassment!Chelseaasaswabe?

Rona:Mmaagwengwanakekeaphaphaletse

monnaekareakasia..Andthendadislike"

Gonemmeoheditsekanakegokgaopeditse?"

heiwaitsekehakesaswabe!(Refalaughed

evenhard)kanaihadtoexplainthatit'sa

blowjobjustsotheydon'tthinkI'm badenough



tosexherbehindthehousebutthenitjust

cameoutwrong,icouldn'tbelieveisaid

blowjobtomyparents

Refa:(laughed)Whatanightyouhad

Rona:Butthenitendedsogood,mom

apologisedtousabouteverythingthat'sbeen

goingonandgaveusherblessingstomoveout

withachoicetostaytogiveherasecond

chancesoChelseajumpedattheidea.I

couldn'tagreemore.

Refa:I'm reallyhappyforyoutwo,Ienvyyou

becauseiknowthatonedayI'llhaveababybut

Rabiwillhavenoonebutmebyherside.It's

reallypainfultolovesomeonewhom your

parentsdon'tapproveof.I'dliketohavefunny

awkwardmomentslikethatwithRabiandour

parentsbutalltheyseeinherisevil.

Rona:WhatRabididwaswrongandthoughshe

didn'tsuffertheconsequenceslegallysocially



shewillpay.Iknowshelovesyoubutshe

almostkilledyou,realisticallyifanybodyloves

youtheywillbeangry.Trustmeifitwasyou

wholockedherinthereitwouldbealloverthe

newseveryonepreachingaboutviolence

againstwomenandyou'dbeinprisonbynow.

Whatshedidwaswrong.Ithinktheywillcome

aroundthough,it'stooearlytoexpect

acceptance.

Refa:Iguessyou'reright..

HepulledoveratNatasha'sschoolandtookher

out,RonawatchedasRefaputNatashadown

andsquattedlookinginhereyesashespoketo

her,theydidadaddy-daughterclapandhugged

thenherteacherapproachedandgother.Refa

smiledattheteacherandgotbackinthecar...

Rona:Youreallyloveher



Refa:Yeahbutnowihavethisurgetohavea

son,ican'timaginehowitfeelstohaveaboy.I

keepaskingmyselfhowhewouldcomeout...

(laughed)Itwillbereallycooltohavethat

fathersonthing

Ronaquietlylookedoutsidethecarandrubbed

hischin..

Atthefiredepartment....

AfterdroppingoffhisbrotherRefaparkedthe

carandwalkedinthebuilding,hisfellow

coworkersclappedhandsandwhistled

standinginuniformsashelaughedshyly...

Refa:Gorilenganonglentshosa

Kaene:(shoulderbumped)Welcomebackbro



Coworker:Don'tevercheatonamadblack

woman

Refa:(punchedKaene)Fuckyou,whydidyou

tellthem?Andyouknowitsalie...Igot

circumcisedstupidfool!

Hisbosswalkedpastthem andsmiledholding

inhislaughertheneveryoneburstintolaughter

againatRefa'sconfusedface..

Refa:HonestlyKaeneyou'reliar,youtoldthe

bossiwaslockedinthewardrobe?

Kaene:(laughed)Dude,iswearididn’t...

Thebosswalkedpassedbyagainholdingacup

ofcoffeeandplacedthenewspaperonthe

desk,hewalkedawayandtheyallleanedin

readingthetitle..



"GIRLFRIENDLOCKSCHEATINGBOYFRIENDIN

THEWARDROBEFOR5DAYS"

Coworker:KeeitsekeetshepaTheVoicekana

yonegaetolwekedikgangtsedijuicy...

Refa:Ican'tbelievetheyputapictureofmeon

astretcherinthenewspaper

Kaene:Youkindoflookedcuteonthepicture

above

Refagrabbedthenewspaperandwhoopedhim

onthefacewithitashewalkedaway...

Refa:Iknowyou'retheonewhotoldthe

journalists,justrememberKaene...(turnedand

pointedathim walkingbackwards)Everydog

hasit'sday..



Hewalkedintheofficeandclosedthedoor...

Atschool....

MeanwhileOarabilequietlylistenedtothe

teacherassheexplainedsomechemical

equationsandshefoundherselfreflectingback.

Shestilldidn'tunderstandwhysheneverhad

thestrengthtosaynotoeverythingheraunt

saidorwhyshenevertoldanyone.

Knowingthatthiswouldonedayaffecthow

Refa'sfamilyviewedhershutteredher,shestill

couldn'tstopthinkingaboutthefunnystory

Chelseahadtoldheraboutthepreviousnight.

Knowingshewouldneversetfootinthatyard

hurtevenmore.Atearrandownhercheekand



sherubbeditastheteacherstaredather..

Shecarriedonteachinglikeshedidn'tnotice

anythingandlateraskedhertohercarrythe

bookstothestaffroom.

Teacher:What'sgoingon?Isawyoucryingin

class.

Oarabile:Ithinkineedcounsellingbeforesitting

formyexamsbecauseI'm goingthroughalot,

rightnowthingsarefallingintoplacebutnot

thewayiexpected.I'm agrownupathomeand

onlyastudenthereandmathataameankimela.

Idon'twanttofail.

Teacher:You'regoingtopass,iknowit.Let'sgo

thiswaysoicanleaveyouwiththeguidance

andcounsellingteacher.



Theywalkedintoanoffice....

AtMmaagweAkwana'sHouse...

LaterthatmorningBoagosatinfrontofthe

houseandrestedherjawonherpalm lookingat

thegatehopingtoseeTulodrivein,her

stomachgrowledashermotherwalkedout..

Her:I'm visitingtheneighboursmaybethey're

eating..

Boago:Ok

Tearsfilledhereyesasshewatchedhermother

walkoutthenshedialedTulo..

Tulo:Hello



Boago:I'm reallyhungry

Tulo:Stopcallingme,andidon'tknowifthat's

mychildornot.

Boago:Areyougoingtobuythebaby'sclothes?

Tulo:Whosechild?Stopcallingme,ionlyhave

2kidswithmywife.

Hehungupthensheburstintotears,shedialed

hiswife..

Masego:Hello?

Boago:Hi,itsBoago.Canwetalk?

Masego:Boagokemang?

Boago:ThegirlpregnantwithTulo'schild,kana

Tulogaasupportengwana.Hehasn'teven

boughtasinglethingbutI'm abouttodeliver.

Can'tyoutalktohim?



Masego:Godmustbetestingme,notyou.

Wenatota?Rememberwhenicalledyou..I

don'tevenrememberyourresponseandnowi

don'tevencarebutwelcometomyworld.Tulo

isthetypethatdoesn'tsupportachild,wheni

wascryingforyoutostopisbecausehe

changedpinsandgavethem toyou.My

childrenandiwereeatingmaizemealwithsoup.

Pieceofadvicenana,workforyourchildorelse

otareperhaps.Ifyoudon'twantyourbabyto

wearmaapoleloyaIpelegengandhustle.

Welcometomyworldnnananyana,ifeelsorry

foryoubecauselewelawelabannababa

nyetsenglereletshubaronafrom therelelela

kasupportntseoitsehelagoreneasenasepe

kayomongwehaanalewena,yacourtorhustle

thosearetheonlytwooptionsyouhave.And

deletemynumber,mymanfriendmightwonder

whoI'm talkingto.Bye



Shehungupandrubbedhertearsthoughtfully...

AYEARLATER.....

PleaseLiketheinsert.

*

*

*

*

*
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AtAkwana'sHouse...



Inthecomfortofheroneroom Akwana

hummedironingherSparuniform,shepaused

andswitchedher'Bazooka'onthensheplugged

itonthepowerandturnedupthevolume.

Shefinishedironingandlaiddownheruniform

onthebedthenshesatbythemirror

beautifyingherself.Herformerclassmate

calledandshepicked...

Akwana:(loudly)Hello?

Her:Hey,ijustgotthemessagewa

sponsorship,forthecollegeofeducation

Akwana:(smiled)Congratulationsgirl,tsena

wena!

Her:Whataboutyou?

Akwana:Ihaven'treceivedityet,retaautwa



teng.

Her:Ican'twaittoleaveMaun

Akwana:I'm prayingforthatdayandnight,i

appliedfortwoinstitutionsmoMaunand

GaboronebutI'm prayingforGaborone.

Her:Goodluck

Akwana:Congratulationslove

Shehungupandgotdressedthenshepickeda

smallplasticfrom thefridgeandwalkedout...

AtMmaagweAkwana'shouse...

MinuteslaterAkwanawalkedthroughthegate

asBoagomixedtheclaysoilwithcowdung

kneelingontheground.Shepouredbathwater

withdeadfliesandmixedlikedoughasher



daughtercrawledoverandstoodbythemetal

bath,shedippedherlittlehandinthedirtywater

andsuckedherhand.

Boago:(angrily)Heywena!

Sheslappedherhandandfoldedherwetsleeve

thensheputherawayasshepickedsoileating

whileBoagoisplasteringheroneroom,itwasa

largespaciousroom madeofcansandclaysoil.

Akwanawalkedoverandpickedthebaby,

withoutputtingheronhershirtsheputherback

downandhandedherayoghurt...

Akwana:(smiledticklingher)Opakogilemma

nkabokegotsholetsa...

Boago:Ihaven'thadtimetobathhersince



morningbecauseiwanttofinishplasteringthis

house.

Akwanainspectedthehousewalkingaroundit...

Akwana:Ineverknewoitsegopharelantu

jaana,whotaughtyou?

Boago:Thethingsmotherhoodwillteachyou...

Theoldwomannextdoorgadirantuyagagwe

neketeketsenetengkeleba.

Akwana:Whenyoustartedbuildingthishousei

thoughtyouwerejoking,ican'tbelieveitlooks

beautiful..

Shewalkedinsideandlookedatthecorrugated

ironroofingandclappedoncethensheopened

thewindowandlookedoutside...



Akwana:sowhenareyoumovingin?

Boago:IthinkI'llstartmovingmythingsthis

afternoonbecausetheinsideisalreadydry,I'm

doingtheinside.

Akwana:I'm reallyproudofyou.Atleastyou're

notrentinglikeme

Boago:Waiintuyammu..

Akwana:It'ssomething...

Akwanareceivedasponsorshipmessageand

jumpedupanddownscreaming...

Akwana:Yesyesyes!

Boagowashedherhandsandrubbedthem on

herstengethenshepickedherdaughterand

gotthephonefrom hersister...



Boago:(readingthemessage)Wow...

Congratulations,I'm reallyproudofyou.

TheyhuggedasAkwanapickedabitofself

disappointmentfrom hersister'sface....

Akwana:I'm reallysorrythat-

Boago:(smiledthroughhersadness)Stopit,

thisisyourmoment.Whenotherkidswere

readingiwasbusysleepingwithmarriedmen,

theygottheirrewardandigotmine.

Akwana:Willyougobacktoschoolagainthis

year?

Boago:Mmesaysshewon'ttakeachildunless

I'm goingtobuyfoodandeverythingsoshecan

stopvisitingeveryoneinordertoeatandstay

homewithmydaughter.



Akwana:Kantewhydon'tyoureportTulofor

childmaintenance?

Boago:IdidlastmonthandigotanFNDbank

cardbutiguesstheyhaven'tstarteddeducting

moneyfrom hisaccount.

Akwana:Ok...(lookedatthetime)ihavetogo

towork.

Boago:KantedipointstsagaOarabiledikae?

(smiled)Koatengodigagotsentsalakekana

enegaatshamekelwekedithaka

Akwana:(laughed)Shegot48pointsjustlike

shealwaysprophesized

Boago:(laughed)Thatgirlissuperintelligent

butiknowsheisgoingtogetlostathousand

timeswhereversheisgoingtostudy,sheis

intelligentbutshehasthisdumbsideofheri

can'tignore

Boago:(laughed)Akeremalobashecalledme

cryingsayingshecan'tfindNatasha,shesaid



shesearchedeverywhereabataabataNatasha

areompeilekaekgantelekarecheckunderthe

car,underthebedsandunderneatheverything

thenshesighsinreliefareNatashaissleeping

underherbed.Waitseketshegileebekaema

jaana

Boago:(laughed)Rabikestory..

Akwana:HeyI'm goingtowork,ibroughtthis

forthebaby.Shap

Boago:Bye

ShewalkedawayasBoagohungitonthe

windowthenherphonereceivedamessage.

FNB:)P500hasbeendepositedinyouraccount

Shesmiledandpickedherbabyup..



Boago:Yourmoneyisinbubu,timetogoget

someclothesandmilk..thenmaybewecanget

curtainsforourhousewiththechange.

Shegotinthehouse.Minuteslatershewalked

outlookingcleanwithherlittlegirlandwalked

allthewaytothemall...

Atthepreschool....

LaterthatafternoonwithChelseaonthe

passengerseatOarabilepulledoverandrolled

downthewindowslookingatthepreschoolers

screamingandsingingatthewaitingarea,their

teacherssteppedoverandhandedthem their

bags..



Teacher:RJandNatashatimetogoguys..

Oarabile:(smiledadmiringNatasha)Batho

ngwanakeogodilegore

Chelsea:(laughed)Sheisgrown...

ForthethousandtimeOarabilefoundherself

staringatRJasheapproached,hisface-atotal

copyofRefaincludingthewayhewalked..

Oarabile:IsitmeordoesRJlooksomuchlike

Refa?HonestlythisboylooksnothinglikeRona.

Chelsea'sheartpoundedasshegotoutofthe

carandputthechildreninside,sheclosedtheir

doorsandgotinthepassengerseatwhere

Oarabilewasstaringather...



Oarabile:HonestlycouzielehagotweRefais

RJ'suncleorayagorehewouldlookexactlylike

him withoutevenlookinganythingcloseto

Rona?PleasetellmeI'm notcrazy..(pointedat

him)Lookatthisboyandtellmewhatyousee?

ChelseaturnedbackandlookedatRJandyou

knowwhat-thatdaywasworsethanotherdays,

acompletecopyofbiologicalfather.Hiseyes,

noseandeverythingactuallyhecameout

lookingexactlylikehim asachild.Oarabile

reachedinthedrawersanddidn'tfindwhatshe

waslookingforthenshecloseditandleaned

backlookingathercousin.

Oarabile:Iwantedtoshowyouchildhood

pictureyagaRefasoyoucanspotthe

differencebetweenhim andRJ,iknowI'm not



theonlyonewhohassaidthisbeforelemaloba

whenwemetRefa'scoworkersoutuleakere

bareRefawaitshola?

Chelsea:(sadly)Rabiwhatdoyouwantmeto

say?

Oarabile:(tearfully)Howisitpossiblethatyour

soncameoutacopyofmymancousieplease...

Chelsea:(tearfully)Rabiyouneedtostopacting

paranoid,keepdoingthisandyou'llcauseadrift

betweenthesebrothersandthingswillget

reallyugly.

ThechildrensadlywatchedasChelseaand

Oarabiletearfullyspokebackandfourth...

Oarabile:(sighed)ChelseawhyRJatshwanale

Refa?You'retheonlypersonitrustinthisworld.

DNAwisewearesistersbecauseourmothers



wereidenticaltwinswiththesameDNA.Ifthis

meansanythingtoyoupleasejustputmeout

ofmymisery,lookatmeandtellmethetruth...

Ineedtoknow...

ChelseatearfullylookedatOarabile'seyes

floatingintears....

*

*

*

*

*
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Atthepreschool...

Chelsea:Idon'tunderstandwhatyouwantme

tosay,ididnotcreateRJandidon'tknowwhy

helookslikethatbecauseheisnotRefa'sson.

Therearepeoplewholookalikearoundthe

worldbutnobodyaccusesthem ofsleeping

with-

Oarabile:I'm notsayingyoucheated,I'm saying

thisbearinginmindyouandRefaoncehada

momenttogether.Noneofyouwaswrong

Chelsea,youdidn'tknowhewasmyboyfriend

andicanneverblameyou.Youinnocentlytold

meeverythingthathappenedthatnight

becauseyoudidn'tknow,iknowthathadyou

knownyouwouldn't.Refaleeneiknowhe

wouldhaveneversleptwithhisbrothers



girlfriend.Herespectshisbigbrotherandifit

happensthatthischildisiwouldn'tblameyou

andI'm sureRonawouldn'tblameyou.

Chelsea:Ijustneedyoutostopallthese,maybe

ishouldhavenevertoldyouanythingbecause

nowyouthinkI'm aliar.(angrily)Honestlyi

don'teverwanttodiscussRJ'spaternity.Kana

wenammaagweRefadoesn'tlikeyousoyou

wanttospoilmyhappinessbymakingthe

entireBandafamilythinkI'm loose.Stoptrying

tomakeotherpeople'slivesmiserablejust

becauseyou'remiserable.Iknowyouwishthey

likedyou,iteatsyouupthatnomatterwhat

Refawillnevermarryyounowyouwantto

makesureineverfindthathappinesstoogore

retshwane.

Oarabiletearfullystaredatheruntilsheblinked

andatearrolleddownhercheekthenshe

rubbeditandgotoutofthecar.



Oarabile:Pleasedrivehome,ineedtogofora

walk.I'm sorrythatyouthinksoevilofmebut

thenyou'renottheonlypersonwhoseesevilin

me.IjustwantedRefatoknowifhehasason

becauseit'sallhetalksabout.Iwouldhave

nevereventoldanyone.I'm notaccusingyou.I

believeyouhaoreheisnotRefa'ssonbutyou

didn'thavetoremindmeofalltheotherhurtful

things.Youcouldhavejustexplained...YesI'm

hurtingthathiswholefamilydoesn'tlikeme,it

eatsmeinsidegagonagirlfriendesabatenggo

ratiwakemmgweboyfriendbutiwouldnever

destroyyourrelationship.Tomeyou'remy

sister,I'm reallysorrythatievenasked.Itwill

neverhappenagain.

Shewalkedoutthegateastearsblurredher

sight,afterwalkingashortdistanceshesat

underthetreeandputherhandsoverherface



cryingloudly.Shecriedsohardthewoman

passingbystoppedandcametogiveherahug..

Woman:(tearfully)Onkgarolelaengpelo

ngwanaka

Oarabile:(crying)Nobodylikesme

Woman:(rubbedhertears)I'm surethat'snot

true

Oarabile:(cryingevenmore)No,it'strue...I

lovethismanandhiswholefamilydoesn'tlike

meandhewillnevermarryme.I'veneverbeen

happyinmylifeandithoughtI'llfindloveand

haveagoodfamilymyselfbut...

Woman:(showedherhands)Youseemy

fingers?Idon'thavearingonmyfingerbuti

waswithamanforover30years,iploughed

withhismotheratthefieldsandcleanedhis

mother'shousebuthenevermarriedme.He

marriedanotherwomanwhoneverdidthose



things.They'restillhappytogetherandiwasted

mytimewithhim.WhatI'm tryingtoteachyou

isitdoesn'tmatterwhataman'sfamilythinks

aboutyouaslongashelovesyouyou'regood

becauseeveniftheyloveyouandhedoesn'tit

won'twork.

Oarabile'stearsdriedoffasshelistenedtothe

woman..

Woman:Doesheloveyou?

Sheblushedwithdriedtearsonhercheeks..

Oarabile:Helovesme

Woman:That’sallthatmatters,enjoyit

Oarabile:(smiled)Ok..



Thewomancontinuedtotalktoherasshe

responded,theirconversationwentforlongand

theyeventuallyfoldedtheirarmstalking..

Woman:Andiunderstandyouaskedbecause

youdon'tthinkit'sfairforyourboyfriendtobe

deniedhischildbutifiwereyouI'dbehappymy

boyfrienddoesn'thaveanychildthatwayhewill

lovemydaughterandevenlovemoreofour

children.Yourboyfriendseemslikeabrilliant

youngmanwhoisgoingtoaccumulatewealth

foryouandyourchildren,I'm happyyoupassed

andsoyoutwoaregoingtobeonehellofa

happyfamilywithorwithouthisfamily's

approval.Behappyyourcousinsaystheboy

isn'thiswenatswamotsone.Yourdaughter's

fatherdeniedheranddoesn'tsupportherbut

Godgaveyouagoodman,don'tdestroyitby

goingaroundfindinghim longlostchildren



whoseparentsdon'tevenseethegoodinwhat

you'redoing.Nevereverbringupthattopic,o

kgweotshelele...

Oarabile:(laughed)Kebakile...I'llneverdothat.

(huggedher)Thankyouforstoppingjusttotalk

tome

Woman:Ihaveadaughteryourage,iseeherin

you.

Oarabile:Thankyou,Mayihaveyournumber?

Shegaveherthenumberandtheyparted.....

AtRefa'sHouse...

LateronChelseaparkedinfrontofthehouse

asRefaandhiscoworkerweightliftedsome

heavymetalsshirtless,Refaslowlyhookedthe

metalslyingonhisbackashiscoworkerhelped



him safelyputitdownthenhegotupsweating.

Hegrabbedatowelandwipedhimselfwalking

towardsthecarpantingashissweatpants

weigheddownshowingthelargewaistbandof

hisboxerbriefs..

Refa:Hey...WhereisRabi?

Chelsea:Wehadatalkaboutsomethingand

shesaidsheneededaminute.

Refaopenedthebackdoorandtookout

Natasha,hetickledherastheyloudlylaughed

andgiggled..

Natasha:(snortedlaughingloudly)Daddy

stop....I'llletyouborrowmyteddy...Dadddddy!

Refa:Andyouwon'tforgettoflashthetoilet?

Natasha:(laughedpretty)Nooooo



Refa:Good,gograbyourTeddysowecandrop

offauntieandRJhome

NatasharaninsideandRefaturnedbacktoRJ..

Refa:WarengRJ...

Heclosedthedoorandwentbacktogethist-

shirtfrom Kaene..

Kaene:Yourbrother'ssonlookslikeyou

Refa:(laughed)Really?Idon'tthinksonnake

bonaatshwanaleRona

Kaene:NotreallybutthenyouandRonahavea

fewthingsincommon

Refa:I'm goingtodropthem off

Kaene:Alright,later



KaenewenthomeandRefaputonhist-shirt

walkingtowardsthecarashislittlesixback

erectedwhilehepulleddownhist-shirtandgot

inthecar.Hehonkedandstuckhisheadout..

Refa:(shouted)MsBandacomeon!

Natasha:(running)I'm comingI'm cominggosh

daddyyou'resoharsh

Refa:(turnedtoherasshestruggledtogetin

thecar)I'm harsh?Me?Soyoulearningnew

Englishwordsnowandpracticingonme?

Natasha:Beniceok

HelaugheddrivingoutanddialingOarabile...

Refa:Whatwereyoutalkingabout?Herschool



again?Iswearmywifeisgoingtoloseweight

becauseofthisissue.

Chelsea:Yeahthat..

Refa:Sheshouldn'tletitstressher,icanhandle

Natashaandicanevenrentherahouseinstead

ofherstayingoncampusthatwayshecanstill

staywithNatasha.Ofcourseitwillrequireme

tomakeadjustmentstomybudgetsbutIcan

manage.

Chelsea:Yeah

Thephonerangforawhilethenshepicked..

Oarabile:Heybabe

Refa:Hey,whereareyou?

Oarabile:Kehologaskontere

Refa:Ok,I'llseeyouontheway..



Hehungupandputthephonedown..

Refa:Sheisbytheroad...(stoppedthecar)

Tsenakomorago..

Chelseagotoutandsatwiththechildrenatthe

backthenhedrovetowardstheroad.

Hesmiledassheapproachedwalkingslowly,

heplayfullydrovetowardsherfollowingoutside

theroadandstoppedaninchaway...

Oarabile:(laughed)Otanthulakanarraija

Refa:(laughed)Andyoudon'tevenhave

insuranceyourkatse-katse



Shelaughedandgotinthecar,Refaleanedover

andkissedher...

Refa:Youreallyneedtostopstressingabout

thisschoolthing.Wealreadyhavetwogood

options.

Oarabile:You'reright,Natashawillremainfora

monthwhileilookforagoodhousethenitake

her.

Refa:(smilednaughty)Warebeforeyougo

overseasontogellaJuniorakere?

Oarabile:Don't,I'm acareerwoman

Theylaughedashedrovethenhelookedonthe

mirror..

Refa:KanagasegoneChelsea?Ineedsome

kindofguaranteethatshewon'tcomeback



withawhitedude

Chelsea:(laughed)Exactly..

Refa'sphonerangandhepickedup..

Refa:Yeah?

Rona:Whereareyou?Comepickmeupatwork,

idon'thavecoins

Refa:Alrightbye

Hehungupandmadeauturn...

Refa:Ronaisstillatwork,let'spickhim.

Attheconstructionsite...



MinuteslaterRefaparkedthecarandrolled

downthewindowsasRonawalkedover,

Oarabilegotoutandsatinthebackonthe

othersideofNatasha'sbabycarseatwhile

ChelseaheldRJonherlap.Noneofthem saida

thingtotheother,Chelseaswallowedguilt

strickenasOarabilefixedherdaughter'shair

andtookoutherphonewatchingvideosofRefa

andNatasharockingtheswing.

Ronadroppedthebackpackcontaininghis

overallsinthebootandgotinthefrontseat,he

turnedandrubbedRJ'sheadwithasmileand

buckledup.

Rona:(toChelsea)Warengbabe?

Chelsea:(smiled)Shap...



Refareversedanddroveoff...

Rona:IspoketoRotlheaboutfindingRabi

accommodation,akereyouwerestressing

aboutthat.

Refa:Didhefindit?

Rona:Yes,hesaysit'saservant'squarters.It's

2.2Kpermonthplussecuritydepositya1K.It's

notfarfrom UB,hesentmepictures.Here

Refa:(lookingatthepictures)It'snice...

(passedthephonetoRabi)Babehavealook,if

youloveitI'llpayforit.

Oarabilelookedatitandsmiledretuningthe

phone..

Oarabile:Iloveit...Itsbeautiful.AtleastI'lljust

movewithNatasha.



Refa:Youhavetofindheraschoolfirst,ifit's

toofaryoucangowiththecarkanawago

thudisakoGaboroneeish..

TheguyslaughedasOarabilejoinedin

laughing..

Refa:Thereisverybigdifferencefrom driversin

Maunanddriversinthecity,kwalegago

robalwejaakamoMaun.Kanakwanorobotoya

bulantsegorobetswemotselengkoGabsgo

balwaroboto,carsrollsecondsbeforethethe

lightblinksandwhenitdoesitsgotime.

Oarabile:(laughed)I'lllearnakere

Rona:(laughed)Yeahwelearnfrom our

mistakes

Refa:(laughed)Don'tsaythatI'm notgivingher

thecar,ican'taffordmistakes



Oarabile:(laughed)Ronatherraakoolesego

ntshenyeletsaija...

MinuteslaterheparkedinfrontofRona'sroom

andtheyallgotout,Oarabilegotinthefront

seatandturnedupthemusicleaningbackas

ChelseaopenedthehouseholdingRJ.

Theguysleanedagainstthecarboottalking...

Refa:ItseemswithOarabile'smovingmy

budgetwillbeverytight,notonlyam ipaying

herrent,ketshelafuelyakoloiandalsopay

schoolfeessagaNatashalemepako.Idon't

thinkI'llaffordtohelpyououtwithRJ'sschool

feesforthenextfewmonthslegonekeraya

helamaybeitwillbeimpossibleformehelpout

evenafterbecauseanongkanakesapotelako

Gabsandcitylifeisexpensive.



Rona:(softly)Iunderstand,ikindofexpectedit

whenyoutalkedaboutrent.Atleastyouhelped

usoutforthepastsixmonths...itssomething...

RJgotto.Tastewhatit'sliketogotoschool.

Refa:Yeah..Anywaysletmegohomeandbath,

I'm sweating

Rona:(shoulderbumped)Alrightsuresure

HegotinthecaranddroveoffasRonaclosed

thegateanddraggedhisfeettothehouse

whereChelseawaswarmingthefood.

Hewalkedbehindherandkissedherbefore

pickingupRJandturningheraround..

Rona:Youwereabitquietinthecartoday,is

somethingwrong?

Chelsea:Nothing..I'm justtired..



Rona:Iknowwhenyou'reworried...

HeputRJonthebedandgavehim thephone

thenhesteppedoverholdingherhands...

Rona:Tellme,rememberwedon'thideanything

from anotherexcepttheworldifwehaveto..

Chelsea:It'snothing,ijusthadalongdayat

work.

Rona:Ok....Listen...Thereissomethingihave

totellyou...

Chelsea:What?

Rona:Refajusttoldmehisbudgetistightand

hecan'taffordtohelpusanymorebecause

Rabi'snewexpensesarealittlemorethanusual

so...RJhastodropoutbecausewewon'tbe

abletopayhisschoolfees

Chelsea:Ijustfoundajob,ican'tleaveit



Rona:Butschoolfeessatura,rememberRJis

inanurserywhichismoreexpensivetha-

Chelsea:(tearfully)Babeno...Idon'twantto

leavework.I'llpayhisschoolfees

Rona:Whatabouttheschoolbusbecauseyou

heardRabiistakingthecartoo,mopakoone?

Wereallydon'thaveachoice.Theonlychoice

wehaveisyoustayinghomewithhim and

doingasmallbusinessorsomething.

Chelsea:Ican'tleavework,iwasbeginningto

glow.I'm notquittingmyjob

Shegrabbedthebucketandtearfullywalked

out....

AtRefa'sHouse....

LaterthateveningOarabiletuckedNatashain



bedandsmiledlookingather...

Oarabile:Goodnight

Natasha:Goodnight..

Oarabile:(loweredhervoice)Canitellyoua

secret?

ShenoddedthenOarabileleanedoverand

whisperedinherear,shegaspedandshouted..

Natasha:Dadddddy?Wearegoing-

Oarabilequicklycoveredhermouthlaughing..

Oarabile:Daddydoesn'tknowyet,ihaven'ttold

him soyouhavetozipit



Natasha:Ok..(shouted)Daddy?Wearenot

goingtoha-

Oarabile:(coveredhermouthagain)Shhh...You

can'tsaythathewill-

Refa:(walkedin)What'sgoingon?Iheard

somebodyshoutingmyname..

Hegotonthebedandtickledherasshe

laughedthenhesmiledandkissedherforehead.

Refa:GoodnightMsBanda

Natasha:GoodnightMrDaddy

TheybothstooduplookingatherasRefaput

hisarm aroundOarabileandkissedherneck..

Refa:(spankedherbutt)You'regettingfat,you



needtojoinmeduringmyexercises

Oarabile:(laughed)Leavemealone

SheswitchedherbedlamponasRefaswitched

themainoneoffthentheysighedandheaded

tothekitchen.

Refa:Whereismyfood?Ithoughtyouwere

cookingsomething..

Oarabile:Checkthemicrowave..

Refaopenedthefridgeandpouredjuicethenhe

openedthemicrowave,heputtheplateonthe

counterandliftedthelidtoahomepregnancy

teststick.

Hefrownedandpickeditturningtoherasshe



leanedagainstthedoorframeinhisbigt-shirt..

Refa:Whatisthis?

Helookedatthe12weekspregnantindicateon

thestickandlookedatherasshesmiled..

Refa:Stopplayinglikethat,it'snotfunny.I

knowyou'reoncontraceptives.

Oarabile:(smiledshakingherhead)No,ihaven't

beentakingcontraceptivesforthepastsix

months.IhavebeenfeelingsicklatelyandI'm

gainingweightsoithoughtletmecheckand

seethenigotthat..

Helookedatthestickagainandcoveredhis

mouthindisbeliefthenhesquattedwhich

seemednottoworkasheweaklydroppedon



hiskneesandcoveredhisface.

Refa:Thisbetternotbeadream

Oarabilewalkedoverandhuggedhisheadas

heputhisarmsaroundherstillkneelingonthe

floor.Hetouchedhertummyandkissedit

closinghiseyes..

Refa:Heyman,hopeyou'redoinggood.

Hestoodupandhuggedhertightlythenhe

Frenchkissedherandhuggedheragain..

*

*

*

*



*

.

.
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AtRona'sHouse...

OnthesamenightRonakneltonthefloornext

totheirbedandunfoldedRj'smattressthenhe

fixedhisblanketswhileChelseawashedRona's

socksinthebucket..

Rona:Iknowyoudon'twanttoleaveyourjob

butwehavetobehonestwithourselves,we

cannotaffordschool.Atleastifhewas4years

oldhewouldqualifyforafreegovernmentpre



schoolbutheisjustayearold.Wewon'tfind

anyschoolthatwilltakecareofa1yearoldfor

thepricewecanafford.Besideslet'sbe

realisticnotevery1yearoldgoestoa

preschool,don'tputusunderpressurejust

becauseNatashaisgoingtoapreschool.

Chelsea:I'llpayforhisschoolfees,icanafford

it.

Rona:Whydoyouhavetosay"I"whendidwe

movefrom wetoi?

HemovedRJfrom thebedandlaidhim onthe

floorthenhecoveredhim upandsquattedin

frontofChelseaasshewashedinabucket..

Rona:(softly)Babe...Iknowtimesarehardbut-

Chelsea:(tearfully)I'm notleavingmyjobRona,

peoplearealreadygoingtoschoolandihave



achievednothing.Ican'tfailtogetaneducation

andjuststayhome.

Rona:(gentlypulledherup)Ema...

Shestoodupasatearrolleddownhercheek,

herubbedherandhuggedher.

Rona:Thegreatestthingyoucaneverdofor

yourselfistoliveforyouandstopworrying

aboutwhatpeoplewillsay.Youdidn'tdowell

academicallyyesbutdoyouthinkallhappyand

successfulwomenhavedegreesandPhDs?

Someofthem don't...Wecanliveagoodlifeif

weuseourmoneywiselyandthinktogethernot

asindividuals.Idon'twanttohearyousaying'i'

thisisoursonandourexpense.Ourbudget

doesn'tallowustosendRJtoadaycareand

hedoesn'tevenspeaksoheisnotthereto

learn.Wecantakehim tomymother'shouseor



yourauntthatwayyouwon'tleaveyourjob,we

arestillbuyinghouseholdsandwemustsave

forourbusinessideas.Rememberyousaidyou

wanttobuysaloonequipmentandthefirst3

monthsofitsstart?Wehavesaved3Kandwe

have7Ktogo,forustoreachourgoalwehave

tomakesacrifices.Whenthatbeautifulsaloon

opensandyou'reintherelettinghairdressers

payyou...(shesmiled)you'regoingtobea

goddess...You'regoingtobeabossandavery

nicebossforthatmatter.I'm savingtoregister

theconstructioncompanytooandwhenGod

slapsuswithatender..Ohwellbabe...(smiled

blushing)You'retheCEO'swifeinfactyou're

thecompany'sfinancemanager..

Chelsea:(smiled)Ok,wewilltalktoyourmother

andmyauntabouttakingRJthenweworkand

save,ireallyhopeallthisisworthitbecauseit

breaksmyhearttoseparatewithRJ.Idon't

wanttoseparatewithhim.



Rona:It'sworthit.

Hisphonerang..

Rona:Hello?

Refa:Guesswhat?

Rona:(smiled)What?

Refa:I'm expectingasecondborn..Howcoolis

that?

Rona:(laughed)Congratulations,ihopeit'sa

boy.

Refa:Ihopesotoobutevenifit'sagirlitwillbe

reallycooltoseemysementurnintoahuman..

(theylaughed)I'm soexcitedaboutthis

tomorrowI'm callingthatguykemmotsahow

soononecantellthesexofthenbaby.

Rona:Congratulations,wagola



Refa:(laughed)Goodnight

Rona:Cheers

Hehungupandlookedather..

Chelsea:Rabiispregnant?

Rona:Yes,(laughed)Refagaaitumelakeene

hela..

Chelsea:Rabiandikindofarguedearlierandi

saidthingsoutofangernowithinki

overreacted,iguesssheisangrywithme

becauseweshareeverything.Shewouldhave

toldmetheminuteshefoundout.

Rona:Whatwereyouarguingabout?

Chelsea:ShewasaskingwhyRJlookslikeRefa

Rona:Youknowyoucan'ttellanyoneaboutthis

right?It'soursecretright?



Chelsea:Yes

Sheturnedaroundandtookoffherdressthen

shegotinbed.Ronaswitchedoffthelightsand

joinedherinbed..

AtBoago'sHouse...

LaterthatnightBoagosatonthebedholdinga

technicalcollegepamphlet,shelookedather

babypeacefullysleepingandsmiledthenshe

pulledtheparaffinlampoverandwentthrough

thecourses.

ShecircledafewanddialedOarabile...

Oarabile:Hello?



Boago:Hicousie,themmaineedyourhelp

Oarabile:Ok

Boago:Therearecoursesiwanttotakethis

yearbutI'm notsurewhattheyhaveexactly,i

don'twanttopickadifficultcourseandfail.

Oarabile:I'llcomeovertomorrowsowecango

throughthem all,I'm notreallygoodwith

coursesbutwecanGooglethem.

Boago:Ok,thanks.Canitellyousomething?

Oarabile:Yah

Boago:Inowunderstandwhyyoudidallthe

dirtyjobsjusttofeedNatasha,heumma

motherhoodissomethingelse.Iusetobepicky

nowijustdoanythingtomakemoneygapei

don'tevenwantmen.Iwanttofeedanddress

mydaughter

Oarabile:(laughed)Ihavebeenseeingthatkere

uhummeyokehustlernowadays



Boago:Nowijustrealiseiwasjustachild,this

babyopenedmyeyesandiseetheworldina

differentmanner.

Oarabile:Ngwanaogodisathaloganyomma.

Boago:Akwanaleenemmahelpsmealot,she

alwaysbringsmygirlsomething

Oarabile:Akwanalovesbabies,sheusedto

takecareofNatashaakereenelewashingya

Ngwanagaitsape.WaetatsateretaAki

Boago:(laughed)Themmaweshouldstart

communicatingmore,lifeisnoteasywhenyou

havenoone.Iknowiwastheproblem butthat

wasstupidchildishBoago.I'm amothernow

andiseethingsdifferently.

Oarabile:That'struennakooresetseketshaba

gotshepadicousinbecauseyouguysreally

hurtme..

Boago:(sadly)Alot...Kooreikeepwondering

whatwaswrongwithme,obonalethewayi



destroyedthatwoman'sfamily?Ithauntsme

everyday.Ikeepwonderinggorewhycouldn'ti

focusonmyeducation.Iwonderifthereare

peoplewhohavemadethemistakesimade.

Oarabile:Don'tworryabout,you'reonlyhuman.

Weallmakemistakes.Seeyoutomorrow

Boago:Bye

Shehungupandlaidnexttoababy.....

AtRona'sHouse...

ThenextmorningRefaparkedthecarand

honked,RonawalkedoutthenChelseafollowed

him carryingRJ,Oarabilesatinthebacknextto

NatashaasChelseagotinandputhersonher

lap..



Chelsea:Morning

Oarabile:Dumelang..

TheguysfistbumpedandRefareversed...

Rona:(laughed)Soyou'restillsmiling

Refa:(laughed)Keimisitse,nkathoka...Gatwe

sexebonwaat16weeks,itsgoingtobealong

month.

Oarabile:(laughed)It'sprobablyagirl

Refa:Idon'thaveaproblem butthenwatch

yourselfbecausewhenyouvisitkannayareo

boelaoverseasobobowakasengwenyana.

Rona:(laughed)Gobataeveryyearomorefaa

untilatisayourheir

Refa:Exactly,ineedmyowncopytoo.

Someonewhowillguardhismotherformebuti



trustNatasha,mybabywilltellmeeverything.

Oarabile:(laughed)Thatwitch

MinuteslaterRefapulledoverandgotoutof

thecarasOarabilealsogotout,heputhisarms

aroundherandkissedheragainstthecar..

Refa:Iloveyou,takecareofmyboy

Oarabile:(laughed)You'retooexcitedandit's

funny

Hekissedheronelasttimeandwalkedaway

thenOarabiledrovetoRona'sworkplacewhere

shedroppedhim anddrovetoChelsea's

workplace.

Atthegeneraldealer...



MinuteslaterOarabilepulledoverandpressed

herphonewaitingforChelseatogetoutofthe

carbutsheremainedseatedlookingather.

Chelsea:I'm reallysorryaboutthewayitalked

toyouyesterday,keletsekesarobalabecausei

feelguilty.

Oarabile:Welldon'tworryaboutit,youwere

tellingmehowyoufeel.Don'tfeelbad.Ionthe

otherhandshouldn'thavemeddledinyour

business,ishouldhavefocusedonmylife...a

manthatlovesmeandlovesourdaughter,and

nowI'm pregnantsothelastthingiwanttodo

isstressmyself.I'm sorryforoversteppingmy

boundaries,nowiknowbetterandI'm really

happythatyouhavelovingin-laws.Ienvyyou..

Chelsea:Rabipleasestop,iknowyouhaven't

forgivenme.icanhearitinyourtone.I'm sorry



Oarabile:You'rewrongdear,iwashurtandi

criedsonowI'm fineandfocusingonthe

positives.

Chelsea:Ok..AboutRJ'sschoolfees...Itseems

Refaiscuttinghisbudgetforyou,can'tyou

loweryourssohecancontinuehelpingRJ?

Kanayanongihavetotakehim toMmaBanda

butiwanttobeclosetomyson.Whyrenta

servant'squartersinsteadofoneroom

Oarabile:Ican'tstayinaoneroom whenRefa

canaffordtopayrentya2.2gapeRefadoesn't

havemoney,wearebrokeandwecan'tafford

tohelpeveryone.Themoneyhehasnowwillbe

channelledtohischildren'swelfare.

Chelsea:ButRefaisadegreeholderandhe

wasgivenafreehousewhichheisnoteven

sharingsohisexpensescan't-

Oarabile:I'llappreciateitifyoustopped

calculatingRefa'ssalary,I'm offendedthatyou



canactuallystartassuminghowmuchheis

earningjustbecauseheisadegreeholder.I'm

theonlyonewhoknowshowmuchheearns

andI'm tellingyouwedon'thavemoneytohelp

yourson.Itdoesn'tmatterifwestayinafree

house,thecarthattakesyourwholefamilyto

workandschoolisstillgettingpaidandiknow

itshardtobelievethisbutacaronlymoves

whenithasfuel.Wefuelthiscarforitto

transportyourwholefamily.Wehavealoanwe

arepayingyaplot.That's2loanssoifyouadd

myrentitleavesuswithnothing,wecan't

affordtohelpyou.

Chelsea:YouwantmebelievethatRefacan't

affordtopop600bogolo?

Oarabile:Chelseaidon'toweyouan

explanationaboutourfinances,they'reour

privacy,ifyouandyourboyfriendcan'taffordto

sendyourchildtoapreschoolthensendhim to

yourmotherinlaw,shelovesyouandshe



wouldn'twantyoutosuffer,thelasttimei

checkedshewasloving.

Chelsea:You'rebeingselfish,iknowhecan

affordtohelp-

Oarabile:Whyisitthatpeoplewhodon'thave

degreesalwaysthinkdegreeholdershave

money?weweresacrificingandnowwehave

importantthingstodoandweareexpectinga

babysowealsohavetosave.Wearebroke...

I'm sorry.Canyougetoutofthecar?Ineedto

go.

Shegotoutandclosedthedoorthenshedrove

off...

AtRefa'soffice...

LaterthatmorningRefaclosedthefirstaid



caseandstoodup..

Refa:(pointed)Takeittothecar..

YoungmenliftedthecasetothecarasKaene

walkedoverandshoulderbumped..

Kaene:Whereareyougoing?

Refa:I'm goingtotrainsomecollegestudents

onfirstaidandfireemergency.

Kaene:Alright,I'm trainingthem nextweek.

Refa:Alright

TheypausedtalkingasChelseaapproached..

Refa:Mybrother'sgirlfriendishere



Kaene:Sheishot..

Refa:Ronawagonyedisa

Kaene:(laughed)I'm kidding,comeon..

RefawalkedtowardsChelseaandmetherhalf

way..

Refa:Hi

Chelsea:Canwetalk?AboutRj'sschoolfees...

Kanawedon'thavemoneyandhewillhaveto

gostaywithyourmotheratthefarm.Idon't

wanthim tobeafarm boy..Can'tyoutwo

compromise?MaybegetOarabiletorentone

room forP700insteadof2.2waservant's

quarters.Alsoledibudgethelakefilagorele

spendatoomuchonunnecessarythingslikedi

toystsagaNatasha.Shebuysexpensivetoys

andOarabileisalwaysdoingmeririaturang,if



youcutexpensesyoucancontinuetohelpus.

Refa:Chelseaitalkedtomybrotheralready

andweagreed.Idon'thavemoney,themoneyi

washelpingRJwithisthesamemoneygoing

toRabi'srentandnoshecan'tstayinaone

room withNatasha.Natashaisclaustrophobic

Chelsea:Natashagrewupinaoneroom,when

didshegetthisgetthisclaustrophobia?

Refa:Arewedonetalking?

Chelsea:No,youhavetofindawaytohelpus.

Refa:Sorry,iprioritiseandmyfamilycomes

first.MaybeyoushouldtalktoRonaaboutthis

notme.You'renotmyresponsibility,you're

mistakingmygenerosityforstupidityandyou're

beginningtopissmeoff....Don'teverquestion

meaboutmymoneyyou'renotRabi.

HeturnedaroundandwalkedawayasChelsea



tearfullyrubbedhereyes..

*

*

*

*

*
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AtRefa'soffice...



Refawalkedintheofficeandwalkedpasttwo

otherdeskbeforesittingonhisanddialling

Oarabile..

Oarabile:(softly)Heybabe..

Refa:Hi,canwetalk?

Oarabile:Yes,what'swrong?You'rescaringme

Refa:Pleasetalktoyourcousinandlether

makethisthelasttimeantatelamotirongjust

toaskmeaboutmysalary.Idon'tknowwhere

shegetstheconfidencetoaskmeaboutmy

moneybutidon'tlikeit.Makeitveryclearto

herthatihelpedRJthroughmybrothernotfor

hersoihavenothingtodiscusswithher.Iwas

helpingmybrothernotChelsea.

Oarabile:Chelseacametoyouroffice?

Refa:Yes,shewassuggestingweevenrentone



room,stopoverspendingandbuyingNatasha

toys.Shesaidabunchofthingsican't

remember.Tellherididn'tlikeit.

Oarabile:I'lltellher,sorryaboutthat.Ididn’t

knowshewouldactuallydothatbecauseshe

talkedtomeanditoldherwecan'thelpher.

Refa:Wellididn'tlikeit

Oarabile:Babecooldown...I'm sorry.Didyou

talkRona?

Refa:I'lltalktohim after,ithoughthe

understoodmeyesterdaywheniexplainedthat

idon'thavemoneyandnowI'm surprisedhe

sentChelseatotalktous.Thisisreally

stressingme,ididn'tknowthatbyhelpingthem

outkeikgolegile.

Oarabile:AmmeRonawaaitse?Idoubthe

knows.Ronaisagentlemanwhenhesaysi

understanditmeansheunderstands,that'sit.

Refa:Idon'tknowanymore,letmetalktohim



Oarabile:Bye

Refa:(smiled)wait!Howismyboy?

Oarabile:(smiled)It'sagirl,hernameis

Pebbles

Refa:(smiled)Nah,it'saboyandhisnameis

RefaBandaJrtheheir

Oarabile:(laughed)ThereisRonaJunioralready

,howcanwehave2RJs

Refa:Sowhat?That'shisjunior,ihavemyjunior.

Oarabile:(laughed)No,thinkofsomething

sweet,I'm sosickandtiredofboysbeing

namedjunior

Refa:Welltoobad,myboy'snameisRefa

Banda,heistheheirandthenextme,myself

andi.

Oarabile:Ihaveafeelingitsagirl,hernameis

Pebbles

Refa:Amonthfrom nowwewillsee..Let's



makeitabet

Oarabile:P50-P50

Refa:No,whoeverlosesisgoingtobethefirst

tovisittheotherwhenwepart.

Oarabile:Deal

Hehungupanddialedhisbrother....

AtRona'sworkplace...

LateronRona'sphonerangasheplacedtilesin

abathroom wearingprotectivegloves,he

pausedandtookouthisphoneasitechoed

acrossthelargeemptyhouse..

Rona:Hello?

Refa:Mrithoughtwehadanunderstanding



yesterdaywheniexplainedtoyouthatmy

budgetisalittletightbecausenowI'm helping

Rabiwithrent.

Rona:Iunderstoodyousowhat'stheproblem?

Refa:Chelseacametomyofficeandtalkedto

me,andshewasn'tjusttalkingtomeshewas

justbeingsomethingelse.

Rona:Didshereallycomethereoroneofyour

coworkerssaysso?Maybe-

Refa:I'm theonewhowastalkingtoherandi

thinkiknowChelsea

Rona:I'm sorry...Ididn’tmeanitlikethat,ijust

neverthoughtshewouldcometoyoubecause

wetalkedaboutthis.Wemadeadecisionabout

that

Refa:Wellyouwerealoneonthedecision,

anywayswhycan'tyoutwopaytheschool?

Rona:Itwillbeexpensive,it'snotjustschool



fees,it'smopakoplustransportationtoschool

sinceyou'regivingRabithecar.Rjcan'twalkto

schooland...Itsjust..Itscomplicated.Hewill

attendafreepreschoolwhenheturns4and

half.

Refa:Alright..Wellit'sfineifyoudidn'tsendher

becauseiwasconfusedkeipotsagoredidn't

youunderstandme.

Rona:Iunderstand,don'tworryaboutit.I'lltalk

toChelsea.

Refa:Bye

Hehungupandleanedbackthenhisfather

called...

Refa:Hello?

Him:Refacanyoucomestraightafterwork?

Thereissomethingweneedtotalktoyou



about.

Refa:Ok,what'sthisabout?

Him :Justbehomerightafterwork.

Refa:Eeraa

Hehungupandfrowned....

Atthegeneraldealer...

Oarabilesteppedoutofthecarandwalkedin

theshopasorphansandvulnerablechildren

queuedtoswipetheirfood.Shegreetedthem

andsmiledatthecashier..

Oarabile:Hi,isChelseahere?

Her:No,shetookadayoffthismorning.



Oarabile:Ohok..Sheisn'tansweringherphone

soithoughtsheishere.

Her:ok

Shewalkedoutdialingheraunt...

Doris:Hello?

Oarabile:AuntiemmaMadicurlodirasentego

koparragwengwanakemadi?Shedidn'teven

tellmeshewasgoingtoseehim shejustwent.

Isthatthewayit'ssupposedtobe?Shouldn't

shetalktomeandifisaywedon'thaveisn'tit

enough?Isshesupposedtogotalktohim

tryingtomakeusdifferandargue.

Doris:WhywouldMadicurldosuchathing?

That'swrongonsomanylevels,thereare

boundaries.You'recousinsandsothereshould

bethatlevelofrespectfor"mycousin’sman",i



understandheisalsohersonsunclebutyour

relationshipshouldbeconsideredtoo.Have

youtalkedtoher?

Oarabile:Sheisnotansweringmycallsand

sheisnotatwork

Doris:That’sok,calm downfirstbeforetalking

sothatbothofyoucanberational.

Oarabile:Ok,iguessI'lltalktohertomorrow.

Howiseverythingdownthere?

Doris:It'sfine

Oarabile:Um...I'm pregnant

Doris:Whywouldyouhaveanotherbabybefore

finishingschool?RabiI'm verydisappointedin

you.

Oarabile:(smiled)Auntieitwasamistake,I'm

sorry

Doris:Sohowwillyouschoolwith2kids?

Oarabile:ThegoodthingaboutTertiaryisthat



it'saschoolforadults.Youcanfreelywalk

aroundwithyourpregnancyandnoonewillsay

anythingbecausesomestudentsareeven

married.

Doris:Aren'tyougoingoverseas?

Oarabile:I'llbegoingandRefawillseewhatto

dowiththechildrenunderthesupervisionofmy

favouriteauntDoriswhom ilovesomuch

Doris:I'dlovetoremainwiththosekidsbutyou

knowyourauntandfood,shewillberunningup

anddownabelahelajaanaakanyagorekeja

madiagagoleagarragwebanabagago.

Oarabile:ButI'llneverleavemykidsthere,

you'retheonlyoneitrust.Theproblem withyou

isyou'retoosoftbutRefawillbetheretomake

surenoonetroublesyou.

Doris:Yourauntwillkillme,thatwomanloves

foodalot.

Oarabile:(laughed)Whenyoubuyhermeatshe



doesn'tsaythankyoushesaysit'stoolittle..

(theybothlaughed)andwhenyouleaveyour

jacketinthehouseshesearchesitandtellsyou

shefoundherselfsomemoneyinthehouse

Doris:Mmekanashehasalwaysbeenlikethat,

evenasyounggirlsshewoulddumbboys

becausetheydidn'tgivehermoney.Onetime

Akwana'sfatherboughtherflowersandshe

wasangrythathedidn'tgiveherthemoney,

(laughed)shekeptaskinghim whathe

expectedhertodowithflowers,sheevensaidif

itwascabbageorspinachshewould

understandbuttowastemoneyonflowersthat

wouldevenshrinkthenextday

Oarabile:Auntieenekemathatahela,anyway

bye

Doris:Bye

Shehungupandsigheddrivingintoherauntie's



yard,sheparkedunderthetreeandgotout

removingherpinksunglasses.Boagopaused

smootheningherwallandwashedherhands...

Boago:Hi,ithoughtyouforgot..

Oarabile:Ididn't..Auntieokae?

Boago:Shewenttotheneighbours,shesays

theyusuallyserveatthistime.Shewillprobably

comeafteranhour,akereaftereatingshe

sticksaroundchattingtomakethem forget

that'swhenshecancome.

Oarabile:Ok,whereareyourpapers?(lookedat

herwatch)Ican'tbelong,RefaandNatashaare

abouttoknockoff.

Boago:Let'sgetinside..

Theywalkedinside...



AtRona'sHous....

LaterthatafternoonRefaparkedatthegate

thenRonasteppedoutandpickedRJfrom the

back,heclosedthedoorandsteppedback

lookingathisbrother...

Rona:Didshesayanythingelse?Keraya

Chelsea

Refa:No,youmean...likewhat?

Rona:Nahjust...Idon'tknow..Nevermind

Refa:Cheersletmegohomeandhearwhat's

goingon

Rona:Bye

RonaputdownRJandheldhishandasthey

approachedthehouseandknocked,Chelsea



openedthedoorandmovedasideasthey

walkedin..

Chelsea:(smiled)Hey...

ShepickedRJandtickledhim asRonaquietly

satonthebed..

Rona:Whydidyoutalktomybrotherabout

supportingourson?Howlogicalwasthistoyou?

Chelsea:Ijustwantedtomakethem seethings

from adifferentperspectiveandgivethem

options.Iwasn'tevenarguingorscreamingat

him.

Rona:(lookingather)Chelseaihavebeen

throughsomuchinmylifeandIdon'twantto

behurt,IloveyoubutifI'm toopoorforyoulet

meknowandI'llwalkaway.Idon'twanttolive



infear,icannotgivethischildthelifeRefa

wouldgivehim butIwilldomybest,ifmybest

isn'tenoughletmeknow.Weagreedhelasente

goremymotherwilltakehim butthenyougo

behindmybackandembarrassmeinfrontof

mybrotherlikethat.

Chelsea:I'm sorry,itwasanhonestmistake.

Rona:Ihopeyourealisehowseriousthisis,the

minuteitgetsoutRefaisgoingtoattackme

andthisdoesn'tleaveyouout,hewilldohis

besttogethim from you.Itdoesn'tmatterhow

allthisworksoutwithRefa,evenifheactslike

agentlemanbecausehealreadyhaschildrenof

hisown...Evenifthat'sthecasemyfamilywill

alwaysseeyouasawomanwhosleptwith

brothersandtriedtodestroythefamily.You'll

beforbiddenjustlikeOarabile.

Chelsea:Youdon'thavetoworryaboutthat,I'm

sorryifyouthinkI'm havingsecondthoughts

I'm not,I'llbringyourfood.



Shebroughthim food...

AttheBandaHouse...

Refadroveintothegateandfrownedlookingat

about4carsofhisunclesthenheparkednext

tohisfather'scarandknockedonthedoor..

Hismother:Tsena!

Heopenedthedoorandhisheartalmost

droppedatthesightofafullhouse,allhis

unclessittingonthechairswhiletheaunties

satonthemattress.

Confusedhewalkedinandbenthisback



shakingtheirhandsingreeting...

Hisfather:Haveaseat...Seatonthecarpet

Refaslowlysatdownfacinghisfatherandhis

uncles..

Hisfather:Icalledyouheresothaticantalkto

youinfrontofthewholefamilyandsothatthey

canalsotalkyouaboutthisissue.Apparently

you'replanningtopayrentforthisgirlOarabile

andthatyou'repayingforherchild'sschool...

Notonlyisshegoingtoapreschoolit'san

expensiveone,nowialsohearyouwanttogive

heryourcarsothatshecangotoGaborone

withit.Allthisthingsshockedme....What

makesamanwanttogiveawayeverythinghe

hastoagirlfriend...



Refa:(calmly)AoPapa,youcouldn'ttalktome

aboutthisreletwoinsteadofcallingthewhole

family?Ithoughtwewerecloserthanthis

Hisfather:No,icouldn'tbecauseiknowyou're

stubbornandwhenyouthinkyou'rerightyou

don'tlistenbutyou'remakingabigmistakethis

time,oneyou'llregretyourwholelife.Thisgirlis

notyourwifeandyoucan'tgiveheryourcar,

wenaosalaotheogelajang?

Hismother:ThiswomanisusingRefato

supportherbabyandheistooblindtoseeit,

oncesheisdonewithhim shewillspithim like

ausedgum.Iknowmysonandiknowhewon't

listentome,todayI'm givinghim toGod.He

hasn'tdoneanythingforhimselfbecausethis

girlholdsthecards.Rebagaabechewa

tshologamoasalangasenalehaeleenethebe.

Hedoesn'tbuildandtheonlythinghehadwas

acarandnowsheistakingitawayaswell.She

ismilkinghim likeacow,keraagorekeyoo



ngwanawalonalebueleeneobechakakoloi,

kamosohewillbecryingwhenthisgirlputs

meninhiscarorthehouseheispaying.

Refa:Kantelonaleteilwekemanggoreke

bechakakoloi?

Uncle:Refayoucannotspendlikethatona

girlfriend,thisishowalotofyoukillpeople.

Koorehaoduelelantuaboobechakakoloiha

ekareoetelakoGaboronewaithelaathathetse

pooenngwewagoreng?Anothermanlyingon

yourbed,ridingyourcarwhileyou'rewalkingin

Maunobechitse

Refa:Oarabileisnotacheat

Hismother:(foldedherarms)Keboletseakere!

Uncle2:Refayourfatherhasalotofthingsheis

askingyou,oneofthem isthatyoustoppaying

forthiswoman'severyexpense.Shehas

studentallowancewhycan'tshepayforher



things?

Hisfather:Andyou'redefinitelynotgivingher

yourcar,gaoyegobechajaakasehemake

tshela

Refa:Sheispregnant-

Uncle2:Pregnancyisn'tagoodenoughreason

forhertogetyourcar

Hismother:Ithurtstobehismother

Hisfather:IfhegoesagainstmeonthisoneI'll

disownhim rightinfrontofeveryone,you'reall

mywitnessestoday.Someonepleaseaskhim

formesohecanmakeadecisionrighthere,i

willnotletthisboyplaymindgameswithme.

Uncle:Refayourfatherisaskingyounottogive

thiswomanyourcarandnottopayher

rent,gatweyou'regivingtoomuchandyou're

notdoinganythingforyourself.Areyougoing

torespecthiswordornot?
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AttheBandaHouse...

Refaquietlylookeddownasthewholefamily

staredathim..

Uncle:Refaobodipathebathobamodimo..

Uncle2:Obodipamshaneyo,Rragweneasaba

betseakere.Inmyhousethingsdon'thappen

likethis.Heisjustkeepingquietintentionally

becausewelooklikefoolstohim..

Hisfather:Ihaveneverregrettedhavingachild

butobonaRefa?Heispushingmedownthat

road..

Refaraisedhiseyeslookingatthem...



Refa:Rabiiscarryingmychild,myveryfirst

childandshehasanotherchild.I'm tryingto

makelifeeasierforher,whydoesshehaveto

bejudgedbywhatotherwomendidinthepast?

Whatifshelovesmeorisitsohardtobelievei

canbeloved?What'swrongwithme?Whycan't

awomanloveme?Kemaswethatakanajang

molesadumelenggoreRabiwanthatagaa

batemadimogonna?Papaihavenever

disappointedyoubefore,ihavealwaysmade

youproudwhycan'tyoutrustmewhenisay

Rabihasnothingbutloveforme?Itwillbehard

tobelievesheisgoodbecauseyouhave

bannedherfrom gettinginheresoyoudon't

knowher,andyoukeepsayingkegirlfriendyet

youwon'tletmemarryher.(droppedatearand

rubbedit)Koorelebatagorekeyegosaenako

gomolaodilikeanirresponsiblepersonyeti

wanttopaymagadi,iwantaweddingandi

wantmywifetobebroughthometraditionally

likeotherwives.Iwanttobegiventhesecrets



toahappymarriagebyallofmyunclessoican

haveahappyhome...(facedtheolderuncle)I

wantafamilylikeyours...Whycan'tyouletme

marrythisgirl?Nnaakebategosaenagapeake

bategohirabatho,ijustwanttobehap-

Hechokedonhistearsandlookeddown

pressinghistheareabetweenhisthumband

indexfingeronhereyessqueezingthetears

down,mmaAkofangburstintotearsand

crawledoverhim,shehuggedhim tightlyashe

quietlycried...

MmaAkofang:(tearfully)Thebathong

nyadisangmotogolowame..Ialsodon'tsee

anythingwrongwiththisgirl.Whatiswrong

withher?Sheisbeautifulandsheisintelligent,

shegot48pointsdosheisnotevenburdenshe

isgoingtohelpRefagetevenricher.



Hismother:Pleaselethim go,Refagase

ngwanamoakadidimatswang.Hewon'teven

cryforsomethingcompletelyoutoftopicwhen

wearetalkingaboutsomethingelse.

OlderUncle:Butifimayask,whycan'twelet

him marryher?Thatwayhecanspendonher

knowingsheishiswife.

RaAkofang:(sadly)Gapepeloejaserati,he

seemstoreallyloveherandhebreaksmy

heart...Hehasbeenthroughalotwiththisgirl.I

don'tthinkhelovesheriknowforsureheloves

her.Hehasseenverytraumaticthingsandstill

helovedherdespitewhosheis,whatshehas

beenthroughandthechildshehas.Leene

Oarabileisjustahumblechild,peopleletthem

loveeachother.Whydowehavetodecidelike

itsbackinthe1950's?

Hisfather:Isakeclearlyyoudon'tknowthisgirl,

shelockedhim inthewardrobefor5days,5 !

Whatkindofawomandoesthat?Isthatwhat



wivesdo?

Refa:Icheatedonherwithhercousin...Islept

withhercousinandwenthometoher,shewas

hurtandangry,ipushedhertothat

Hismother:(sighed)Victimsofabuseand

blamingthemselves,whathurtsmekegorehe

doesn'tevenseehowabusivethisgirlis.Koore

ekareMaunatetsebanyanababantejaanaabo

ngaparelaselosentsejaakasentsejaana?

Hisfather:AndI'vetoldyouiwillnotletyou

marrythatgirluntilI'm satisfiedsheismentally

stable

Refa:Papahowwillyouknowifshecan'tvisit

you?

Hisfather:(sighed)You'renotgivingthatgirl

yourcarandyouwillnotspendonhertheway

you're,iwantyoutostartbuildinginyourplot

insteadofspendingonthatgirl.It'sverysimple..

Ifyoucan'tdothatstandupandwalkoutof



here,iwillneverbotheryouagainanddon'tever

setfootinmyyardagain.Lehaokathamelwa

jangwaimelwakebotsheloosekawatsenaka

kgoroyajaratayamehaelesengweoikaletse.

Itsveryverysimple..OrshouldisayitinEnglish?

Ifsheisworthitstandupandleavebutno

matterhowhardlifegets,nomatterhow

stressedyou'redon'tevercomebackhere

againratheryoutakearopeandhangyourself.

Myfatherhoodendswhenyoudecideshe

comesfirst,I'm sorrythatyou'vepushedmeto

this.

Refa'sreddisheyeswelledupagainashe

lookeddownwithapoundingheartthenhe

liftedhistieandrubbedhiseyesbeforelooking

athisfather...

Refa:Iwon'tgiveherthecarandiwon'tspend



onherthen

Hisfather:Building?Becauseyoubuildslowly,

youdon'thavetogetaloan.

Refa:I'llstartitnextmonth.

Hisfather:Good,caseclosed.

Refa:Rabiispregnantand-

Hismother:Isitevenyours?

Refa:Ye-

Hismother:Howcanwebesure?

RaAkofang:UhwaitselesokodisaRefaleraya

jangjaanong?

Hismother:Thisgirlkogabonebarobalale

bannaformoney,hagonamosadihaale,

apparentlyshestartedsleepingwithmenfor

moneywhenshewas11menstruationfound

heralreadysexuallyactive.



Refa'sheartshutteredasheturnedandlooked

athismothertearfullythenheslowlystoodup

andtuckedin...

Refa:Nkatsamaya?

Hisfather:Yeswearedone..

Refa:(respectfullyrubbedhishandsfacing

them)Gosiame..

All:Gosiame

MaAkofang:Gosiamepapa...Osiameakere?

Refa:Eemma

Hewalkedoutandclosedthedoor,awalk

towardshiscarseemedlongerthana

Kgalagadiroadandthetearsinhiseyesmadeit

impossibletoseeasunlockedandsatinside

crying.Hedialedhisbrother..



Rona:Hello?

Refa:(flatvoice)Whydidyoutellthem about

myplans?Ithoughticouldtrustyouandnow

kebiletswafamilymeetingwhereicanhardly

expressmyselfbecauseeveryoneisgangingup

onmeandpapawantstodisownme,whyo

dirajaloaftereverythingididforyou?

Rona:Ididn'ttellthem anything,iknowhow

theyfeelaboutRabiwhywouldi?Gapeinever

hadachancetoseethem thisweek.

Refa:Thenwhodid?

Heleanedbackandrubbedhiseyesthenhe

tookadeepbreathcalmingdown..

Refa:You'retheonlyonewhoknows,Rotlhe

knowsbutiknowhedoesn'thavetimefor



nonsense

Rona:SoI'm theonewhohastimefor

nonsense?(angrily)Refaweewhatthehell

makesyouthinkI'm theonewhotoldthem?

Refa:(angrilyshouted)Becauseyou'retheone

whoknowsaboutthecar!Rotlhedoesn'tknow

thatpart.You'refullofshitandyoudon't

appreciateme.I'm alwaysstickingupforyou

butyouneverdothesameforme.I'vegota

problem yagorebopapagabarateRabithen

youdothisyetwenaistickbyyoursideinall

yourproblems.

Rona:(thoughtfullyrubbedhishead)OhGod,its

Chelsea...ItsprobablyChelsea.I'llaskher

Refa:Ifyoucan'tcontrolyourgirlfriendletme

knowandI'lldisciplinehermyselfbecauseiwill

notappreciatewhateverChelseaistryingtodo.

Betterletswahelamobotshelongjwamelothe

becauseI'm tryingtohelpyouandyou're



destroyingme.Didisinbysayingican'thelp

youanymore?Honestlywhydoihavetobe

punishedforwantingtoprioritise?Ihelpedyour

sonsoyoucansaveandnowyoudon'twant

metosupportmyfamilysoyoucansaveand

supportyours?

Rona:(calmly)Youhaveeveryrighttobeangry...

I'm sorry,itsallmyfault.(sadly)Idon'tknow

whattosayrightnowbecauseiknowyou're

breakingdown.Iknowhowmuchthisstresses

you..

Refa:(tearfully)Theymademechoosebetween

theirwordandOarabile..

Rona:Let'smeetatthattreeyadrivingschool

Refa:Ok

Rona:Themonaokgweetsesenteskathula,

gaonweakere?

Refa:Iwanttobutican't,Rabiorilekeemise

bojalwa



Rona:You'llfindmethere..

Refa:Ok

Hehungupanddroveoff...

Atthetree...

Minuteslaterheparkednexttohisbrotherand

gotout,Ronasteppedoverandtheybumped

shouldersingreetingbeforetheyleaned

againstthecar...

Rona:ChelseawenttotheshopbutI'lltalkto

herwhenshegetsback.I'm reallysorry

Refa:Noit'sfine,justtalktoher.

Rona:Yeah,sowhatdidyouchoose?

Refa:Itoldthem I'llnotgiveherthecarnorpay



forherthings,ithinkdadwilltrackitbythe

progressattheplotbecausegatwekeage...

Rona:Tellmeyou'renotlettingoldpeoplebring

youdown

Refa:(shookhishead)Ilovethatgirlandforher

I'lldoanything...Thelastthingiwantisthem

thinkingRabiismaterialistic,letthem seeshe

canstilllovemewithoutthosethings.Ijust

hopeshewillunderstandwhyI'm doingwhat

I'm doingandihopeshewilltrustmeandplay

alongbecauseonethingisforsureiwillnever

letmychildrensuffernorletawomancarrying

mybloodshedasingletea.That'sariskI'm

willingtotake,ifitmakesmeafoolthenfine.

Rona:Ijusthopeoneofyoudoesn'ttireonthe

wayfrom them gettinginvolvedbecauseitwill

beverysad.Rabiisgoingtoreachapoint

whereshewantstogetmarriedandbythenshe

mightbeworking,you'llbecompetingwithguys

ofthewhitecollars.Ireallyhopeforyoursake



bomamastopfightingyouandacceptyour

choiceofawoman.

Refasighedandfoldedhisarms..

AtAuntDoris'sHouse.....

LaterthatafternoonOarabile'suncleparkedthe

carthenAuntDorissteppedout..

Aunt:Hehialmostforgot,Oarabileispregnant

andsheisabouttoleaveforschoolsotheboy

hastobesummonedbeforeshegoes.

Uncle:Oh(lookedatthetime)I'llwritetheletter

andaskoneofmynephewstodropitthere.

Whatarehisnames?IknowhisfatherisBanda

Aunt:HisnameisRefaBanda



Uncle:(scribbleditdown)Alright..Whenshould

datethemeeting?

Aunt:ThursdayshoulddobecauseI'm going

backtotakemygoatsforinjections.

Uncle:Ok..pleaseinform theotherparents

aboutthemeeting.

Aunt:Ok.

Hedroveoffandshewalkedinherhouse...

AttheBandaHouse....

LaterthateveningFelapouredaglassofdrink

andwalkedtowardsthelivingroom talkingto

Rona...

Rona:Wasshethere?



Fela:Youmeantoday?

Rona:Yes,didshevisit?

Fela:YeahifoundherherewhenIarrived,she

wascleaningthehousewithmama.Whyare

youasking?

Rona:Ijustwantedtoknow,bye

Hehungupandwalkedtowardsthedooras

someoneknocked,heopenedthedoorand

greetedthetwounfamiliarmen...

Man:Whereisyourfatherormother?

Fela:Inthebedroom,comeinI'llcallthem.

ThemensatonthecouchasRefa'sparents

approachedandsatdownexchanging

pleasantries...



Man:(handedtheletter)IhavebeensentbyRre

Kokotogiveyouthisletter.

Refa'sfather:Thankyou

Man:That'sall,thankyou

Refa'sfather:Thankyou,youmayleave...

Theywalkedoutasheunfoldedtheletterand

readitbeforepassingittohiswifewhoreadit

withhernoseraised.

Sheshrunkitintoaballandstoodupdropping

itinthekitchenbin...

Her:Thiswomanisdoingeverythinginher

powertotrapRefa

Him:Istillfindithardtoforgiveherfortryingto



killmysonanddraggingmynamein

newspapersembarrassingmysonlikethata

morogisabathobaFacebook.Gaalaega

ngwananyanayowaboneyobutiwouldn'thave

aproblem attendingthisbecausemaybeit'smy

grandchildbutthat'sthesamefamilythat

harasseduswhenwesentpeoplegokopa

tsamaiso.They'reBatswanaandknowwhat

theyshouldhavedoneaftersuchan

embarrassment,iftheyfolloweddamage

controlproceduresandapologisedforthat

woman'sbehaviourandevenaskforameeting

wherewetalktobothofourchildrenaboutthe

wardrobeincidenttoinsuresuchthingsdon't

repeatiwouldpersonallygojaanongkathey

takeitlightlybecauseitwasn’ttheirchildwho

almostdied.I'm notdealingwiththis

dysfunctionalfamilyandtheirdaughter.Gaba

diredilohelatsaSetawana.Baitirela

maxhaborahela...



Her:Andthisfamilyisunbelievable,nowthat

thisprocessinvolvesoursongettingcharged

forimpregnatingherandpayingthem money

theywanttofollowtradition.Mxm bataai-

mentionerkomeetingwateng.

Shewalkedout...

AtRefa'sHouse...

LateronRefawalkedinthehouseandsaton

thecouch,Natasharanoverandclimbedonthe

couchhugginghim from behindashesmiled

lightlyandslidherdownhislapticklingher.

Refa:(smiled)DaddyisnotfeelingwellMs

Banda,howaboutyougoplayinyourroom soi

canrest?



Natasha:Ok..

Sherantowardsherroom thensheturnedto

thekitchenandpulledherchair,shesteppedon

itandgottheparacetamolandthespoon...

Oarabile:Heywhatareyoudoing?

Natasha:Daddyisnotfeelingwell..

SheranoutasOarabilefollowedherand

stoppedleaningagainstthedoorframe,

Natashahandedherfatherthemedicine..

Refa:What'sthis?

Natasha:Soyoucanfeelbetter,youdrinkand

sleepthenyoufeelbetter.Mamagivesittome

whenI'm sick



Refasmiledandswallowedonefullspoonthen

shetookitbacktothefridgeandrantoher

room,Oarabileslowlywalkedoverandsatnext

tohim...

Oarabile:What'swrong?

Refa:Canidigestitfirstandtalktoyouwhen

I'm ready?

Oarabile:(smiledandtouchedhisworriedface)

Ofcoursebabe..Iunderstand.Bythewayaunt

Dorissaysyourparentsweresentaletterthis

afternoon.ThemeetingisonThursday

afternoon.

Refa:Alright,I'llremindthem iftheyforget...

Oarabile:Yeah...Gochangeyourclothesand

comehelpmeinthekitchen,itwillcheeryou

up..



Hegotupanddraggedhisfeettothekitchen..

AtRona'shouse....

Chelseawalkedinwithaplasticofveggiesand

pickedherboy..

Chelsea:HeyRj

Rona:WhydidyoutellourparentsaboutRefa's

plan?NowtheymadehechoosebetweenRabi

andthem,obonaodirasente?

Chelsea:Ididn'ttellthem anything,whydoyou

thinkit'sme?

Rona:Becauseyou'retheonlyonewhoknows,

Chelsea:HonestlyI'm tiredofyouaccusingme

ofeverythingbad.Yesiwenttoseeyour



motherbutsheseemedtohavealreadyknown

aboutthat

Rona:How?

Chelsea:Idon'tknowaskthem ifit'sme.We

talkedandiunderstoodyou,kedulemodilong

tsaboRefaleRabi.

Rona:Soyoureallydidn'ttellthem?

Chelsea:Ofcoursenot,Ronababepleasetell

meyoudon'tthinkI'm thatcrazy.Ididn’t

Rona:Ok...

Hesighedandleanedback....

DAYSLATER.....

*

*



AtAuntDoris'sHouse....

OnThursdayafternoonOarabile'sfamily

gathered,menonthechairsandwomenonthe

carpetswithOarabilesittinginthemiddle..

Theoldestunclelookedathistimeandsighed...

Uncle:It'sbeenalmostanhour,theboy'sfamily

isneverlatetothesegatherings.Aretheyreally

coming?Leisitselekwalotengtota?

Nephew:Yesandwefoundhisfatherand

mother,MrandMrsBanda

Uncle:(toRabi)Oarabile?Mothowagagookae

jaanongrephuthaganyekalelwapammeba

seo?



Oarabileshamefullylookeddown...

AttheBandafamily...

Meanwhilesittingonthecouchoppositehis

parentsRefanxiouslylookedathiswristwatch..

Refa:Kananakoechaile

Hisfather:Wearegoingtothefarm,oneofthe

bullsismissing.

Refa:PapaiagreednotgiveRabithecarand

I'm notgoingtooverspend,iapologisedfor

everythingihavedonetodisrespectyou..

Ihavedoneeverythingyouwantedandibeen

herefor2hourswaitingforyoutofinishyour

nap.Whylentshokodisa?AllI'm askingisthat

youhelpmewiththisonething..



Theykeptquietthenhewalkedoutandclosed

thedoorashisbrotherwaitedinthecar...

AtAuntDoris'sHouse...

Laterononeoftheeldersbidthem goodbye

andstooduptoleaveasOarabile'seyesteared

up...

Uncle:Wearegoing,weleftourgrandchildren

alone

Oldestuncle:Noproblem,I'm alsoleavingmo

kematshamekwanemo...

AssoonashestoodupRonawalkedinthenhis

littlebrotherfollowedhim.



TheelderssatdownexpectingtheBandaelders

towalkinasRefaandhisbrothersquatted

sittingontheirheals...

Rona:(softly)Dumelang

All:Dumelang...

Rona:Weapologiseforbeinglate,ifitsOKwith

youwecangetstarted.

Thewholefamilyfrownedlookingatthetwo

youngmenindisbelief,disrespectanddisgust.

Oarabileraisedherheadandtearfullylookedat

Refa,heswallowedahardlumpandmimed,

"I'm sorry".Oarabileburstintotearsasheraunt

pulledheroverandcoveredherheadshushing

her..



Uncle:Wherearetheparents?Thisisn'ta

playground

Rona:Iam theparent

Uncle:(angrily)Lebatagotshamekakarona

kanakebonaeng?(angrilyshouted)Lenyatsa

lapalekanakeengselosalona?Youthinkthis

isajoke?

Rona:(calmly)Mogolookarekobaha

SetswanasesaletegorekelemogoloweRefa

nkamopatagoreategoamogelamolatowa

tshenyoeaedirilengmongwanengwalona.

(respectfullyrubbinghishandstogether)Kea

ikobammeibilekemaswabikasese

diragalangmmehelagagonagorenkarengha

nnakealelelamogonna.Kebonyego

tshwanelagotsayamaikarabeloagobelega

nnake.Wehaveparentswhoyouhavemeton

themeetingweoncehadwheniaccepted

Chelsea'spregnancybutthatveryfamilytoday

isnotwillingtoshowuphereforreasonsnot



goodenoughforyourearsasRabi'sparents.I

willnotspreadourfamily'sdirtylaundryin

public,allI'm tryingtodoistohelpmybrother

throughthisdifficultsituation.Heisalreadyin

painmolebaganyengmolatowagagweabone

goreodirajangmorwalowagagwe.Lebagolo

ketsayagorelanthaloganyabagolo...

Refa'seyesfilledwithtearsashisbrother

sincerelypleaded,hebowedhisheadand

rubbedhiseyesandRonaturnedbacktohim

rubbinghishead.Theoldestunclegrabbedhis

knobkerryandstaggeredoverthenheheld

Refa'swristandhelpedhim stand.Hehugged

him andpathim onthebackasRefatearfully

huggedhim back...

Oldestuncle:MayGodblessyouandgrantyou

allofyourheartdesires.Ittakesstrengthtogo



againstyourparentswishesespeciallywhen

they'repowerfulandyou'vejuststartedyourlife,

someofusfailedandarenowlonely.Omonna

ngwanaka.

Refa:Thankyou..

Oldestuncle:(showedthem thechairs)Havea

seat..

RonaandRefasatonthechairsandthe

meetingbegun...

*

*

*

*
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AtAuntDoris'sHouse...

Ronalistenedastheoldmanspokeandatthe

sametimetriedhisverybesttoremember

everythingthathappenedduringhismeetingso

hecouldconducteverythingaccordingly.

Uncle:(concluded)andthat'swhatiwantto

know..

Calm asusualRonaleanedbackandlookedat

hislittlebrother...

Rona:Refa?

Refa:Raa?

Rona:Outuleakere?

Refa:Ee



Rona:Facethatoldmanandanswerhim

accordingly,hewantstoknowwhatyouintend

todonowthatyouimpregnatedhisniece.You

evenchoseatimewhensheisabouttogoto

schoolsotalktohim..

Refatookadeepbreathstilllookingdown

uncomfortably..

Refa:(lowvoice)Iunderstandthati-

Rona:Lookatthesepeopleandspeakclearly

bagoutwe,theycameheretohearyoukana.

Refa:(clearedhisthroatandsatproperlyfacing

them)I'm verysorrythatthishappenedatsuch

abadtimebutRabiisgoingtoauniversity

whichismorecomfortablewiththesethingsso

Ihavealreadypaidrentforherandmylittle

brotherRotlheiscurrentlymovinginsmall

things.Icannotaffordtobuymuchatthe



momentbecauseoftherentipaid(theelders

noddedinagreement)butI'llbehelpingherwith

groceriesbecauseiknowshewillbeeatingfor

mychildaswell.I'llbetherethroughoutandif

sheisn'tfeelingwellyou'llhearitfrom mefirst

becauseiwon'tletthedistancebetweenMaun

andGaboronegetbetweenus.Ialreadyknow

auntDoris..AndshehasbeenhelpingussoI'm

hopingwhenRabideliversthat'sifithappens

there-ihopeshewillbethere,I'llprovide

transportationandfoodduringthattimegorea

mpeelebotsetsejobosiameng.Iknowthereis

apointwheremyparentswillhavetocomesee

thebabybutpleaseforgivemeiftheydon't,my

bigbrotheristheonlysupportihaveandso

don'tbeoffendedwhenyoudon'tgetsupport

from theBandafamily,mybrotheriscurrently

myparent.(theynoddedunderstanding)ilove

RabiandI'velovedherbeforeshegotpregnant

withmybaby,I'm theonlyfatherNatasha

knowssoyouhavenothingtoworryabout.



Rona:(sighedsatisfiedwithhisresponse)

Bagolokejaakaleutule,idon'tdoubthiswords

becausehelongstartedwithNatasha.However

I'llleavemynumbersoyoucancallmeanytime

hetroublesyouorevenifitsgoodnewsI'm the

onlyparenthehasatthemoment.

Uncle:Kealeutwabasimanebame,Mayijust

expressmyloveforbrotherslikeyouespecially

you(toRona)You'reapromisingyoungman

andican'twaittoofficiallyhaveyouasourson

inlaw.

Rona:(smiled)Thankyou

Uncle:Refa?

Refa:Rra

Uncle:Itrustyoumyboy,alltheseisjust

formalitybutiknowyou'reveryresponsible

becauseweallknowthelifeRabilivedbefore

you.IpraythatGodblessesyoumore..

Jaanonggonemmeonyalaleng?



TheelderslaughedasRefasmiledandrubbed

hisbeadedchin..

Refa:(Smiled)AfewmonthsafterRonaand

Chelsea'swedding..

TheylaughedasRabismiledpressingherlips

togetherblushing...

Uncle:Ronadon'twastethisboy'stime

Rona:(laughed)Iwon't...

Thesmalltalkscontinuedtogetherwithafew

otherimportantthingsuntilthemeetinggot

dismissed.Everyonestoodupandshookhands

astheelderspatRonaonthebackand



complimentedhim...

OldestUncle:(shakinghishand)Ifyouattend

oneweddingyou'llgraspeverythingandheadit

exactlyhowit'sdone,youhaveabrightfuture.

Rona:(laughed)Tankintate...

MeanwhileRefafinishedshakingeveryone's

handandendedatRabi,whowasshylylooking

away.Hegaveherabriefhugandwhispered"i

loveyou"inherearbeforemovingontothe

nextadult.Sheblushedonherowntyingher

dressstringaroundherfinger...

Refafinallyhuggedhisbrotherandwhispered

"Thankyou",Ronasmiledandpathim inthe

back..



Rona:Youbringoutthebestinme

Refa:Iknowright

Theybothlaughedandturnedaroundbidding

them goodbyesforthelasttimebeforewalking

out.

OnceoutsideRefatookadeepbreathoffresh

airandspreadhisarms...

Refa:Ifuckinglovemybigbrother...(turned

aroundandhuggedhim tightly)Comehere,you

makemefeellikealittleboy...Likebackwhen

youprotectedmeagainstbullies...

Rona:(laughedandpushedhim off)You're

breakingmyribsyoucrybaby...Anongneore

walelamoteng?

Refa:Ronaweegakebate..



Theylaughedandgotinthecarchattingloudly

anddroveoff.....

AtRona'sHouse...

MeanwhileChelsealaidonthebedholdingher

phoneashersonlaidasleepnexttoher,she

loggedinandnoticedOarabilehadchangedher

profilepictureputtingapictureofRefawith

Natashaonhislapwhiletheytookabiteoutof

abigpizzaslice.Captioned"MrBandaandthe

firstborn"

Shescrolleddownwithoutreactingthenshe

scrolledupagainanddroppedaLikebutton.

ShelookedatRjandputdownherphone

rubbinghereyes.Sheclickedonherfriend's



messengerchathead..

Chelsea:Hey,longtimenotalk.Canwetalk?

Her:Sure,what'sup?

Chelsea:Mycousinhadaonenightstandwith

thisotherguyandthefollowingdaytheyboth

realiseditwaswrong,theguyishercousins

boyfriend.Itendedtherebutmonthslatershe

foundoutsheispregnant,shelovesourcousin

wamongwaboyfriendsoshekeptitasecret

justtoprotecthercousin.Shemetaguyand

fellinloveatfirstsightandtheguyhappensto

bethebabydaddy'sbrother,shedoesn'tlieto

thisguyandtheyagreetokeepitprivate.It'sa

win-winsituationright?

Her:Welliguessexceptthebabywillgethurt

thetimeshegetstoknowshewsdeniedher

father'sloveespeciallysincehedidn'tdenythe

pregnancyandhewillalsobeenragedforbeing



betrayedbyhisbrotherandliedbythebaby

mama.Thecousintoo.

Chelsea:Atthetimeshedidn'tthinkthatfarso

nowthebabyisbornandtheotherbrotheris

broke,heisagoodguybutisbrokeandstarting

businesses.Therealfatherhasajobandastep

child.ðŸ̃Hetakescareofthischildlikeitshis,

shebuysexpensivetoys,eatsthebestfoodand

evenhasacarseatinhiscar.Hisownsoneats

thelittlehisparentscanaffordbutit'sjustnot

thesame.Themotherisreallystressed

becauseshewondersifshewaswrongtodeny

thechilditsfatherandthecousinshewas

tryingtoprotectseemsstrongenoughto

handleit.Shealreadysuspectedbutnowthe

motherisafraidifsheadmitsthebrotherswill

fightandmindyoutheseguysarereallyclose,

theyloveeachotherlikewaytoomuchandthis

willdestroythebrotherhood.Thenthereisthe

in-lawswholovethebabymamaliketheirown.



They'reveryparticularparentsandifthissecret

cameouttheywouldbepissedandhateher.

Whatdoesshedo?Doessheletthechildsuffer

throughouthischildhoodforpeacesakeor

doesshetellthetruthandtearaunitedfamily

apart?

Her:Ijooitsdifficult,can'tthemotherworkand

helpthestepfathertosupportherson?

Chelsea:Shetriesbutshedoesn'tearnmuch,

theguyalsoworksbutthey'retryingtosavefor

businesssothereisnoluxuryofnicethings

becauseit'sahustle.

Her:Ifiwereheriwouldjustkeepquiet,that

boywouldunderstandwhenheisgrown.

Chelsea:Buthowdoesthemotherdealwith

thepainofseeingthebabydaddyloveand

supportotherkids?Andtheguyseemstohave

abrightfuture.Whatifsheisblockingherson

from inheritingwhat'srightfullyhis?



Her:That'sachoiceshehastolivewith,she

can'thaveitbothways.Imightbewrongbut

that'showiseeit

Chelsea:Ok,I'lltellherbecauseshecriesin

secretbecauseofthedecisionshemade

Her:Doesshestilllovebabydaddy

Chelsea:Wellheiskindofcuteandhehasthis

bodyheisdevelopingthroughexercisesandhe

isverygoodinbedbutshelovesthebigbrother

morebecauseheisagentlemanandasex

beasttoo.Herbeingjealoushasnothingtodo

withlove,it'sjustaboutherregrettingherlies

becausenowit'simpossiblegetoutwithout

losingamanshelovesandtheinlaws.It'sjust

sadseeinganotherchildenjoyinghisfather's

hardworkwhenhecan't.

Her:Shemadeherbedletherlayonitotaadira

jangjaanong?



Herphonerangandshepicked....

Chelsea:Hello?

MagweRona:HiCheli,canitalktoRona?Heis

notpickingmycalls

Chelsea:Heisnothome,heaccompaniedRefa

athome.

MmaagweRona:Hedidwhat?

Chelsea:Tothemeeting

MmaagweRona:Ican'tbelievethisboy!

MmaagweRonacutthecallthenshewentback

toherchat....

AtRefa'sHouse...



LaterthateveningRefaplacedglassesonthe

diningtableandputabottleofwineasRona

placedNatasha'splatedown...

Rona:Wine?Forapregnantlady?

Refa:It'sforme,I'llbedrinkingfor2whileshe

eatsfor2tonight.

TheylaughedasRona'sphonerang,helooked

athisfather'scallandbackathisbrother...

Rona:Kepapa

Refa:Youdidn'ttellhim wewenttheretogether

right?

Rona:No,ididn'ttelanyone

Refa:Thenanswerhim..



Heclearedhisthroatandpicked..

Rona:Hello?

Him:(angry)Oitekanyalenna?Onjaboswake

tshela?GatweoitirilerragweRefakako?

Rona:(Stammering)Iwasjusthelpi-

Him:Tswelakwano

Rona:Ididn't-

Him:Don'teverimpersonateme.Nomatter

howexcitedyougetdon'teverusemyname

likethatbecauseiwilltakeitawayfrom you.

Rona:Bonadowhatmakesyouhappy.Idid

whatihadtodotohelpmybrotherwhichis

somethingyoutaughtme-Protectandteach

them toberesponsible.Iputthatteachinginto

practicetodayanditwentall.Braceyourself

youhaveasecondgrandchildcoming.



Hisfatherhungupthenhesighedandslidhis

phoneinthepocket...

Rona:IneedtotalktoChelsea,borrowmeyour

keys

Hegotthecarkeysandwalkedout...

*

*

*

*

*

.

.

.

.
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AtRona'sHouse...

Chelseafinishedbathinghersonandwrapped

him withatowelbeforelyinghim onthebed,he

rolledoutofthetowelandjumpedupanddown

fallingonthepillows..

Shepickedthedirtywaterinabucketand

slippedherfeetintheflip-flopsbeforewalking

out.Carlightsbrightenedherandshestopped

blockinghereyeswiththearm.

Ronasteppedoutandwalkedover...



Chelsea:Ohhey...Yourmothercalledsaying

you'renotansweringthephone,itoldheryou're

stillatthemeeting.

Alltheangerhehadmeltedawayasheheldhis

waistlookingatherdefeated.Shelookedinhis

eyesgenuinelyconfusedandfrowned...

Chelsea:What?

Rona:Nothing...Agotshollametsirebue..

Chelsea:Ok

Shewalkedawaythenhegotinandsmiledat

RJwhosmiledbackspreadinghisarmsup

RJ:Daddy!



Hegaspedandlookedbackatthedooras

Chelseawalkedin..

Rona:Hesaiddaddy

Chelsea:(laughed)Really?

Rona:I'm tellingyou...don'tyoubelieveme?

Hepickedhim upandtickledhim lyingnextto

him onthebed...

Rona:Sayitagain...(tickledhim andhegiggled)

Saydaddyagain

TheyplayedonthebedwhileChelseawalked

overwithatrayoffoodandplaceditonthe

tablebeforetakingoutthejarandgettinga

bucket.



Chelsea:Washyourhands..

Ronasatupandquietlywashedhishands

lookingather..

Rona:Didn'tyoufindanythingwrongwith

tellingmyparentsthatiwentRefa'smeeting?

Chelsea:Wasitwrong?

Rona:Well...They'reagainstanyfamily

membersgoingthere

Chelsea:Ididn'tthinkitwaswrongbecause

theywouldhavefoundoutanywaysakereold

peoplemeetinfuneralsandweddingsso

obviouslysomeonewouldtalkabouttheshock

oftwotoyoungmenattendingsuchameeting

aloneespeciallybecauseitsatraditionfor

parentstobethere.Nkabekesabua?



Rona:(smiled)No,it'sfine...

Shepausedworriedlylookingathim...

Chelsea:Pleaseletmeknowifiwaswrong..

Didsheshoutatyou?

Rona:Babeit'sfineok?It'sfine.

Chelsea:Iwillneverletthem knowaboutRefa's

plansandeverythingthat'sgoingon,youcan

trustmebutthisonetotaijustdidn'tthinkit

wasasecretbecauseeventuallypeopleatthe

meetingwouldtellpeoplehowtheBandas

refusedtoshowupfortheirboy'squestioning

totheextentthathecamewithhisbrother.Its

goingtobethenewsoftheweek

Rona:That'strue

Chelsea:So...Howwasit?(smiled)Weren'tyou

scared?



Rona:(laughed)Iwasshakinglikealeafona

windyday...Thesemeetingsaresointimidating.

Chelsea:(laughed)Butitrustyou,I'm sureyou

didgood.

Rona:Itwentwell,itwasgreat.Whenwe

startedOarabilecried,ithinkitwasrealising

howseriousthehatredmyparentshadforher

was.Refawasreallystressedandembarrassed.

Chelsea:Yourmom willprobablyneverlikeher

butyourdadisveryreasonable,heiswillingto

putwhatshedidasideprovidedbothfamilies

meetbutthenknowingourdysfunctionalfamily

itmightnothappenunlessRabitalkstoaunt

Dorisorunclebecausesomeofthem don't

evenknowwhathappened.

Rona:Buttheexcuseoffamiliesapologisingis

new,idon'tthinkevenRabiknowsthat'swhat

theyexpectbecausetheyarenottalkingtoher

andRabiisaforbiddentopic.Tellheraboutit



soshecantalktoherauntbeforesheleaves

tomorrow,itifwasuptomeI'dsuggestthe

parentsgotomorrowsothatwecanseeifthey

willstartlovingRabisincetheyhaveexcuses.

Weshoulddoeverythingtheywantjusttoprove

toeveryonethattheyaretheproblem bathoke

excuse.

Chelsea:I'lltellherbutihavebeenavoidingher

becauseithinkshethinksitoldyourmom

aboutthecar

Rona:Butyouknowyoudid,idon'tbelieveyou

andithinkyoushouldletthatbethelasttime

youdothat.Awisewomanbuildsafamilyshe

doesn'tdestroyitwithhertongue,iloveyou

becauseyou'remature.Ofcourseiknowyou're

humanandyou'llmakemistakesbutcertain

thingsdon'tsuitthisbeautifulface.

Chelsea:(whined)Babe-

Rona:Iknowyouwon'tadmititbecauseit's



embarrassingbutiknowit'syou.Just

apologisetoyourcousinandputallthatbehind

you.Youonlyhaveeachsodon'tletarguments

makeyougofordayswithouttalkingtoone

another.Youtwoarelikesisters,actlikeit.My

brothersandifightallthetime,ican'ttellyou

howmanytimesI'vefoughtwithRefayetwe

neverletadaypass.

Chelsea:Guysneversayhurtfulthingstoeach

other.I'vehurthertellingherRefawillnever

marryherandhercomebackhurtmetoo,it

reallygetsuglywhenwomenarguebecausewe

sayexactlywhatweknowwillhurttheother

person.

Rona:Mmekanacommunicationisalways

important,kanathewayyou'renowRabiis

assumingyou'reasnakeanddoingeverything

todestroyherlife.Bonahelagoreevenicame

herewiththeimpressionyagoreyoutoldmy

parentsthistocausemorefightsonlytofind



outitwasinnocentonyourside.Nnababeke

batamosadiyoosatshabenggonthayaare

sorry,itdoesn'tmatterwhatyouhavedonebut

ifyoucanseethewronginwhatyoudidand

facemetosayI'm sorrythenI'llrespectyou

becauseiknowwomenneversaysorry.You

knowyoumissRabiandsheisgoingto

Gaborone,you'llneverseeheragainforavery

longtime.Thethingaboutgosaboisanaisthat

thelongerittakestheharderitwillbetoeven

getoverit.Letogalelwantshaleronajaanong

becausemybrotherandiaretight.Lonayalona

relationshipgolebegaefokolablind

Chelsea:(laughed)Rabiandiaretightwhatyou

talkingabout,tomorrowmorningI'm going

theretoseeherandyou'llwishyouneversaid

that

Rona:Wewillsee..

Chelsea:Wewill



Rona:(stoodupandkissedher)Bringmethe

salt...

Shesighedandwentforthesalt...

AtRefa'sHouse....

LaterthatnightKaeneparkedthecarthenRefa

steppedoutcarryingNatashaonhisshoulder

asRabiclosedthedoor..

Refa:Thanksbruh

Kaene:Sure

Hedroveoffthenheclosedthegateand

followedRabi....



Oarabile:Whereisthecar?

Refa:RonahadtogoseeChelsea,ithinkhe

wasgoingtocomebackbutheprobablyforgot.

(laughed)Wheneverhehasthecarheforgets

hetookituntilhegoesoutsideandseeit

parkingthere..

Oarabile:(laughed)Hewillwakeusearlyinthe

morninggotwe"heydilotsagosatwaelaneke

lebetsegoregonalekoloikonte"

Refa:(laughed)Hesaysitinafunnywaybutit

hurtsmeeachtimehesaysthatbecauseiwant

him tohaveacar.

Oarabile:BabekanakekgopisitseChelsea

malobaasenagonkgakgahalla,lennaabeke

motatsasoithinkwaswabagorebarekopa

lift.Ikindafeelbad

Refa:(laughed)Whydowomensayhurtful

thingstoeachduringanargumentkanarona

weshootstraighttothepointandthenthere



isn'tmuchmoretosayunlesswewanttofight

thendiaxala.

Oarabile:Womenattacktheself-esteem and

crushyougoreoinyatse...

Refa:Butyoutwodon'thavetodothat,you're

morethanjustcousinsnowyou'redating

brotherssowhateveryoudotoeachother

affectsus.Howdidyoutalkaboutthatincident

yagoreChelseaantatele?

Oarabile:Wedidn'ttalkbecauseshedidn'tpick

mycallsandsheavoidedmethewholeweek.

Refa:Whydon'tyousendheramessage?

Oarabile:Soshecaninsultme?NoI'vejust

decidedtoletherbeandfocusonmylife.She

knowsshewaswrongthat'swhysheavoidsme.

Refa:Igetyourpointbutwhenshecomesto

youaccommodateherforpeacesake.Itwillbe

awkwardforyoutwotohateeachother



Oarabile:I'lltrybutthethingsshesaidtome

hurtmebogoreillnevergetmarriedintothe

Bandafamily

Refa:Yeahthatwaswrongbutjustletitgo..

Oarabile:Alright..

Theywalkedinandshesmiledlookingatthe

diningtable,hewenttoNatasha'sroom andlaid

herdownthenhewalkedbackandjoinedher.

Hepushedhischaircloseranduncoveredher

foodasshesmiled...

Oarabile:Whatarewecelebrating?

Refa:Nothing,thereissomethingineedtotell

you..(sadly)Andihopeyou'llunderstanditthe

wayidobecauseifyoudon'tlifewillbevery

difficultforus.

Oarabile:What?



Refa:Malobagakeilekolapengneke

bileditswebagologotweI'm givingyoutoo

much,etcmyparentswerereallyangrysayingi

shoulddevelopmyplotinstead.Itwasintense

andiwasfrustratedbecauseitseemsthey

thinkyou'reusingme.Papaendedupgivingme

achoicegotweit'seitheristopdoingallthat

includingnotgivingyouthecaroriget

disowned.

Oarabile:Soyouagreednottogivemethecar

oranythingelseineed?

Refa:Iam goingtohelpyouwithmoney,that's

forsurebutasforthecarihaveto-

Oarabile:Wow..

Refa:Babelisten...Ineedthem,idon'twantto

givethem anyexcusefornotmarryingus.I'm

alsotryingtoprovethem wrong

Oarabile:Bydoingwhatthey'retellingyou?Refa

ineverknewyou'rethetypethatgetscontrolled



byparents

Refa:Andyourparentsmustgohomesothey

canapologiseforwhathappenedbecausepapa

excuseyagwekegoreyourfamilymistreated

thepeoplewhoweresentformagadisohe

mightsayhecan'tsendpeopletoyourfamily

becausethelasttimehedidyourauntharassed

them.Alsoapparentlyyouweresupposedto

bescoldedbecauseyoudidn'tgetpunishedby

thelaw.Yourparentsaresupposedtogohome

andaskwesitdown,presentwhathappened

andoffertheirapologysobothfamiliescanget

overit.

Oarabile:(stoodup)Clearlywearethreeinthis

relationshipsoI'llsitbackandwatchyouand

yourparentscontroleverythingakereI'm

powerlessnow.Enjoyitwhileyoucan...

Shestoodupandwalkedtothebedroom as



Refaputdowntheforkandfollowedher.

Hesatonthesideofthebedandtriedtohold

herhandbutshepusheditback..

Oarabile:Don'ttouchme...

Shetookoffherclothesandgotundercover

whilehesattherelookingather....

***

ThenextmorningRefagotuptothesoundof

herzippingthebag,hepinnedtheelbowonthe

bedandlookedatheralldressedup..

Refa:Whereareyougoing?



Oarabile:ToGaborone.

Refa:Butyou'regoingnextweek

Oarabile:Ithinkit'sbestileavenow

Hegotoutofbedandputonhisboxerbriefs

withapoundingheartthenhetriedtoholdher

handsbutshepushedoffandpickedher

clothes..

Refa:(softly)Rabithemmadon'tdothis,I'm

alreadyhurtingthatyou'regoingandidon't

wantustopartlikesthis...Wehavekidsto

thinkabout.

Oarabile:RefaIwasokwithyourparentshating

mebutnowthey'remakingdecisionsforyou,

afterI'veriskedhavingababywithyouandthis

iswhatyoudo?Ididn’tcareaboutthatcarbut

yougotmeexcitedaboutit,iimaginedhow



easylifewouldbewithit.Andyouwantto

crushmedownlikethat?It'sfinethough,it's

yourmoneyandyouworkedforit.Ihavetogo

workforminetoo.I'm justlookingforwardto

myallowancethat'sall.

Refatearfullylookedatherandslowlysatdown

rubbinghisfrustratedface...

Refa:(reachingforherhand)Youcanhavethe

car...Don'tgo...youcanhaveit.

Shesmiledandleanedoverforakissthenshe

satonhislaplookinginhisreddisheyesand

laughed.

Sheplayfullygrabbedhisfacepressinghis

cheekstogether



Oarabile:(smiled)Awwlookatyou!I'm kidding,

idon'twantthecar...ijustwantedtoseeifyou'll

changeyourmindifidon'tagreewithyou.

(touchedhischin)You'resocute,soyou'd

disobeyyourparentsandgetdisownedforme?

Mxawww....Youwantedtocryforme

Helookedatherandshenaughtilycoveredher

mouthlaughing..

Refa:Howcanyouplaylikethat?

Oarabile:(laughed)I'm sorry,ijustwantedto

seeifyoureallylovedme.Whatwereyougoing

totellyourparents?

Refa:Iwasreallyhurting,don'tlaugh

Oarabile:(laughed)Andyouwantedtocry,

you'resocute...bareyoucanhaveit..



Refa:Don'teverscaremelikethat,I'm scaredto

loseyou...

Hegrabbedherneckandkissedherasshefell

onherbackputtingherarmsaroundhisneck,

hekissedherneckgoingdownherbreastand

squeezedbeforenibblingonitasshefrowned

pullinguphishead,hewentuptoherlipsand

kissedherasheslidhishandintheboxerbrief

anddroppedhisshinymusroom headonher

belly.

Bravelyfightingthethoughtofhurtinghis

developingbabyhereluctantlygrabbedhisdick

andcarefully#removed..

*

*

*



SinfulDuty

#39

AtAuntDoris'sHouse...

ThefollowingdayRefaandOarabilesatbehind

thehousewithauntDoriswhowassippingher

coffeethoughtfullyastheychatted.

AuntDoris:That’snotaproblem,ifthat'swhat

ittakestoputallthisbehindusthenI'lltalkto

youruncle,youspokeattherighttimebecause

hehasn'tleftforthecattlepostyet.

Oarabile:Ok,thankGod

Refa:Shouldwegoandcollecthim?

AuntDoris:No,ithinkhissonwilldrophim

overhereandwewillusemybrother'scar,don't



worryaboutit.I'm justwonderingifweshould

callyourparentsfirst

Refa:No,don'tcallthem becausetheywillleave

justtogiveyoutherun-around,justcome.I'llgo

homeandtalktoRabiupdatingher.

AuntDoris:Noproblem then...

RefastoodupputtingNatashaoverhis

shoulderandrubbedRabi'sshoulder...

Refa:I'lltalktoyou

Oarabile:Okbabe

Refa:(shookherhand)Thankyouverymuchfor

helpingus

AuntDoris:You'rewelcomemyboy,bye

Natasha

Natasha:(laidherheadonherfather'sshoulder



andwavedsmiling)Byeauntie..

AuntDoriswatchedasRefaputherinthecar

anddroveoffthensheturnedbackatOarabile...

AuntDoris:Ireallylovethisboy,hechanged

yourlifeforthebetter.That'swhatamandoes

whenheentersyourlife.Heimprovesyourlife

andhelpsyouthink,hewonmyheartwhenhe

followedyoutothecattlepostjustsoyoucan

attendschoolandpasslikeyoudidnow.Ihope

youwon'thurthim inthefutureandihopehe

won'thurtyoueither.

Oarabile:Iwon'thurthim butauntietellme,isit

possibleforacoupletoloveeachotheruntil

deathdothem apartwhenparentsdon't

supportthem?Ijustfeellikeifhisparentskeep

doingthistheywillbringalotoftension

betweenusandeventuallywewillbreak.I'm



justlosinghope

AuntDoris:Parentscanmakeithardbutif

you'restrongtheywilleventuallygiveup,idon't

knowwhathismother'sproblem iswithyoubut

thefathersoundsreasonable.Heisangryand

rightfullyso,youalmostkilledhissonand

althoughthismaysoundunfairbutRefaisnot

justasontothem,heisthesonthey'reproudof

foractuallyhavingajob.Heisobviouslythe

favourite.

Oarabile:Butcouplesfightallthetime,nobody

hatessomeoneforyears

AuntDoris:Yesbutthisisdifferentandiwant

youtoknowthatidon'tsupportwhatyoudid,it

wasstupidandrisky.Youcouldhavekilledhim

andgonetojailleavingmewithNatasha.What

wouldifeedher?People'saresicknowadays,

maybehehasasthmaandgetattackedinthere

withnoonetohelphim.



Oarabile:IwaswrongiknowandI'm verysorry

AuntDoris:Whenwegetthere,iwantyouto

apologisetoRefa'smother.Putyourselfinher

shoesandaskyourselfhowyouwouldfeelifa

manlockedNatashainthewardrobefor5days

andsaidhelovesher.You

Oarabile:Iunderstandhersituation,I'dhateme

too

AuntDoris:(tookoutherphone)Letmecall

thisoldmanandseehowfarheis,weneedto

actquickly

Shedialedtheuncle....

AtMmaagweAkwana'shome.....

MmaAkwanashookherheadindisbeliefas

Boagomixedmoreclaysoilfordecoration...



MmaAkwana:Ican'tbelievetheycalleda

meetingwithoutme,Oarabilereallythinksshe

won'tneedmeinlife.Lifewillhumbleherand

shewillcomebeggingformyhelp

Boago:Theyprobablydidn'twantdisturbance

becausethelasttimetheBanda'ssentpeople

overtostartthenegotiationsyouchasedthem

away.

MmaAkwana:Whosesideareyouon?

Boago:I'm justsaying..

MmaAkwana:YobatengDoriseneketile

gomolatela,baitsegojahela.Shedidn'thelp

meraiseOarabilebutsheiseatingRefa's

moneylikesheisOarabile'smother,barren

woman!

Boago:I'm goingtobuymydaughtersourmilk

soshecaneatmotogo...



Boagowenttoherroom andfixedherself

togetherwithherdaughterandleft..

AttheBandaHouse....

LateronRefawashedhisfather'scarasFela

stoodbyvacuumingthecarpets,hisphonerang

andhepicked...

Rona:Howfar?

Refa:Rabiandherparentsareontheirwayhere.

Rona:Great,I'm abouttoarrivetoo.

Refa:Coolbye

Hehungupandcontinuedcleaning,minutes

laterRonaandChelseasteppedoutofataxi



andwalkedin.

ChelseaglancedatNatashaplayinginthecar

alldressedupinpinkandwhitebeadsonher

braidedher,shescreamedherdaddyoverand

overbangingonthecarsomuchhernoise

irritatedher...

Natasha:(shouting)Daddydaddylook!

SheshowedRefatwohalfpiecesofaP200

notethenRefahurriedoverandgotitfrom her

asChelseawatchedwiththecornerofhereye.

Refa:(smiled)MsBandayoucan'ttearthe

money,howareyougoingtobuymilk?



Shegiggledpickingherfeedingbottleand

suckedmilkshowinghim P1coinontheother

hand....

Natasha:Thisismoney,thatispaper

Refa:(laughed)It'smoneytoobabe...Wowi

can'tbelieveyoudon'tknowpapermoney,

comehere.Nomoreplayinginthecarforyou.

Hepickedherupasshedrunkhermilk.

Rona:(laughedandtickledher)Milksucker!

Heybeautiful

Chelsea:KooreNatashawagokgwisiwaleng?

Isn'tshetoooldtobedrinkingoutofabottle?

that'swhysheissofat.

Refa:Sherefusestostopsothereisnothingwe

cando.



Chelsea:Whenyouwantachildtostop

somethingyoumakethem stop,RJlong

stoppeddrinkingmilk

Refa:Natashalovesmilk,ifidon'tbuyitshe

troublesus

Resistingtheedgetorollhereyesshesmiled

andtouchedNatasha'scheek...

Chelsea:HeyTashi

RjreachedforNatasha'sbottlesalivatingthen

Natashaleanedbackandpushedhishandoff...

RJ:Iwant...

Rona:(puthisarm aroundChelsea'sshoulders)

Goinsidewithhim...



Chelsea'sheartshutteredashersonburstinto

tearscryingwithhishandstretchedatthe

bottlewhileshewalkedinthehouse.

OarabileandherfamilydroveinandRefa's

heartskipped...

Refa:(loweredhisvoice)Herewego..

Rona:Justrelax...(steppedover)Letmegreet

them andwalkthem inside

Refa:Ok..

Ronagreetedtheeldersandescortedthem

insideasRefafollowedwhisperingwith

Natasha.



Onceinsidethevisitingfamilysatonthesofas

andquietlywaitedtogetherwithRefa.

ChelseawalkedoutofthekitchenholdingaT-

bonechewingandsuckingherfingers.

Chelsea:Dumelang..

Family:Dumelang...

Therewasanawkwardmomentasshelooked

aroundwonderingwhatsheshouldsay,she

couldn’tthinkofanythingsoshewentbackto

thekitchenwhereshepoureddrinksforthem.

MeanwhileRonaknockedonhisparentsdoor...

MaBanda:Kemang?



Rona:KeRona,youhavevisitors

MaBanda:Kebomang?

Rona:Rabi'sparents

MaBanda:Tellthem RragweRefaissleeping,

sincewhendopeoplejustshowupwithout

makinganyannouncements?Kantewhat's

wrongwiththisfamily

Rona:Whatdoesthatmean?

MaBanda:Whatdon'tyouunderstand?

Rona:Soishouldtellthem towaitforhowlong?

MaBanda:Howlongdoesyourfathersleep?

Rona:Idon'tknow,howwouldiknowthat?

MaBanda:Exactly,whydoyouexpectmeto

know?Pleasegetawayfrom thedoor,you're

makingnoiseyourvoiceistoodeep.

Hefrownedandwalkedbacktothelivingroom



andfrom theirfaceshecouldtelltheyheard

everywordofthatconversationoratleasthis

partoftheconversation.

Oldestuncle:Wewillwaitmyboy,itsOK.

Ronasigheddisappointedlyandsatonthechair,

thewholehousewaitedinsilenceasChelsea

hummedinthekitchencooking.

*

*

TWOHOURSLATER...

*

*

Refa'sfatherwalkedoutofthebedroom all



dressedupandsatonthesofa,hecrossedhis

legsandfacedRabi'sparents...

Refa'sfather:Dumelang...Sorryforanydelays,

I'vejustwokenupandmywifetoldmeyou

beenwaiting,ihopeididn’tmakeyouwaittoo

long

Oldestuncle:(calmly)No,itsfine.Wecanget

started

Refa'smotherwalkedoutofthebedroom and

generallygreetedthem withoutevenlookingas

shepickedhercarkeysbythetableandleft.

Refa'sfathertookadeepbreathandsighed...

Refa'sfather:Towhatdoiowethisvisit?



Uncle:Wecameheretoapologiseforthe

behaviourthatoneofusdisplayedayearago

whenyousentpeopletoseekmyniece'shand

inmarriage.That'snotwhoweareandwe

sincerelyapologiseforthat,youknowevery

familyhasthatonememberwhopaintstherest

badlysoidon'tblameyoufornotbeinghappy.I

wouldalsoliketoaskforforgiveness

concerningthewardrobeincident.Itakethe

blamefornottakingallthenecessarystepsto

showyouthatI'm againstwhatmydaughterdid,

wescoldedheranditwon'thappenagainbuti

wanthertotalktoyouaswell,omoikutwele.

Oarabile:(lookingdown)I'm sorryforwhat

happened,ididn'tmeantohurthim.Ithoughti

wasjustpunishinghim andiknowpeoplecan

fastupto3dayswithouteatingsoithoughthe

wouldbeokbutinowknowiwaswrong.It

won'thappenagain,I'm reallysorry..(lookingat

RragweRefa)icareaboutRefaandheisthe



fatherofmychildren,idon'twanthim todie..

Justthatsometimeslovemakesusloseour

senses.

MaDoris:MrBandawesincerelyapologisefor

notdealingwiththisearlier,itwasn'toutof

disrespectbutfearandtheembarrassment.

Pleaseacceptourapologies..

Refa'sfather:IforgiveyouOarabilebutitwill

takeaverylongtimetotrustyou,that'sallI'll

say.Andtoyourparents...Betshokealeutwa

mmekanajaakaleitse,firstimpressionslast.

Thisyoungwomanfoughtinmyhouseandi

thoughtitwasamistakeuntilshealmostkilled

Refa,iseeapatterninherbehavior,sheneeds

help.Iforgiveyouthoughandihavenothing

againstyou.

Uncle:ThereistheissueofRabi'spregnanc-

Refa'sfather:Hetookresponsibilityiassume?

Uncle:Yesbutyouwerenottherean-



Refa'sfather:Thenit'ssettled,thefathertook

responsibilitysolet'snotspoilit.

Uncle:(sighedsadly)Iunderstand

Refa'sfather:(stoodup)Ibelievethat'sall..

Therestofthefamilystoodupandsilently

walkedoutashewentbacktothebedroom...

OnceatthecarRefasigheddisappointedlyand

huggedRabi...

Refa:Wetriedbabe,I'm reallyproudofyou.Are

youok?

Oarabile:I'm fine,nekesaitshologetsa

magodimoledinaledi.Ikindofexpecteditand

auntietoldmenottogetexcited.

Refa:Yeah,iloveyou



Oarabile:Iloveyoumore...

Heletgoofherandleanedoverrespectfully

wavingattheelders...

Refa:Gosiame,tankilelekilehalelekilengteng.

Ketaabayamomodimonghelajaanong

Oldestuncle:Dothatandyou'llneverbelost.I

reallylovethisyoungman

Uncle:(laughedpointedatRona)Ilovethisone,

hemakesagoodfirstbornandilikehowhe

takescareofthelittleone.Hemakesaperfect

heir,mojaboswagotewangwanawagonna

jaana.

Rona:(laughed)Thankyou..

TheydroveoffasRefa'smotherdrovebackin

withherwindowsclosed.



Shejustwalkedpasthersonsandintothe

housewhiletheycontinuedwashingtheold

man'scar.

InsidethehouseChelseawashedthedishes

whileNatashasatonthecouchdrinkingher

milkwatchingcartoons,Rjwalkedoverand

reachedforherbottlepullingitoutofhermouth

asshebeguncryingpullingaway.

Natasha:(crying)It'smine,mine

RJ:(crying)bataashi

Natasha:Noooooo,stop

RJ:(crying)ashi...

TheyfellonthecarpetasMmagweRona



walkedby,shestoppedandsmackedNatasha

onthefacesoharditechoedacrosstheroom

asChelseapeakedoutandswallowedheart

pumping.

MmagweRona:(angrily)Whyareyoubeating

mygrandchild?Oiteelangngwanayo?

Khutsanyanaesenangrrayoyaregorileng.O

thapelwakemadiagangwanakejaanongo

thatsetsamogongwanangwanake.Whose

moneydoyouthinkboughtthismilk?

Natasha'sheartpoundedassheburstintotears

holdinghercheek,Refarushedinandpicked

herupasChelseapickedherson..

Refa:(toChelsea)Whathappened?(kissed

Natashaandpushedherfaceonhisshoulder)

I'm sorry...Babe...Sorry...Daddylovesyouok?



MsBandahey..Lookatme...Shhh...(to

Chelsea)Whathappened?

Chelsea:(stammered)Idon'tknow...

Hismother:Theywerefightingforthatbottle,

theybothfelldown.Shemusthavehitthetable

wheniwastryingtoseparatethem.

Refawalkedoutsidecarryingherandwalked

aroundthehouseshushingher..

Refa:Babelisten...I'm sorry....

Natasha:Iwantmama,iwanttogohome

Refa:WearegoingnowOK?Let'sgo...(smiled)

Areyouhappy?Smilefordaddy...

Natashasmiledandnoddedasheputherinher

seatandhandedheratalkingtoythenhewent



insidetosaygoodbyeanddroveoff.He

glancedonthemirrorandsmiledturningupthe

volumetoasonghealwayssangwithher.

Shelookedathim andsmiledsingingalong

messingupthelyricsandpronunciationasRefa

laughedoutloudandjoinedtheroad..

SIXMONTHSLATER....

*

*

*

SinfulDuty
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AtRefa'sHouse....



Afewminutesafter10pm andhehadalready

dozedoffonthecouchwhilewatchingTV

leavingittoblatteronit'sownasitslights

flashedtheroom everynowandthen,the

vibrationofhisphonewokehim andheyawned

switchingofftheTVandheadingtobed...

Refa:Hello?

Rotlhe:(panicking)MrI'm onmywaytothe

hospitalwithRabi,AuntDorisisathomewith

Natasha

Refa:What?Sheisinlabour?

Rotlhe:Yeah

Refa:Kecabakere?

Rotlhe:Yes

Refa:Shit,whyam ifreakingout?Letmetalkto

her

Rotlhe:Ok...(onthebackground)ItsRefa



Oarabile:(frowned)Ican'ttalknowemapele

sethabisewele

Refa:Issheok?

Rotlhe:Dudeidon'tknow

Refa:Howcomeyoudon'tknowlelemmogo?

Rotlhethat'smykid!

Rotlhe:Idon'tknowanythingaboutpregnant

peopleididn’timpregnateanyone,iboughta

drinkandshedoesn'twantit.…butithinksheis

fine

Refa:Doesshehaveeverything?

Rotlhe:Shehasahandbag

Refa:StupidI'm talkingaboutthebabybag

Rotlhe:(lookedaroundandsawitathisfeet)

Yepit'shere

Refa:Howdoesshelook?

Rotlhe:HeelangRefaMr!Sheisfinesheis



frowningandgrabbingmyarm whenithurts

nnawantshosa

Refa:(foldedhisfist)Maan,Rotlheihopeyou

dothisright

Rotlhe:(frowned)Dowhat?

Refa:Idon'tknowbutwhateveritisjustmake

suresheisfine,iloveher.

Rotlhe:(laughed)Hahahamxm goshap,I'll

takecareofherandpleaserelax,soundslike

you'repantingdownthere.Wearegettinginthe

hospital.Ihavetohangup

Refa:Wait...Wait...Wareoshapnerra?

Rotlhe:Eegoshapomr.

Hehungupandlefthim inconfusion,hisheart

poundedashegrabbedhist-shirtandputiton

thenhepickedhisdufflebagandputthelaptop,

ajerseyandapairofshorts.



Hewonderedaroundthehousetryingtofigure

outwhatelsehecangetthenhisphonerang...

Refa:Hello?

Rona:Howareyouholdingup?Rotlhesays

you'refreakingout

Refa:(putthetoothbrushin)I'm fineRotlhewa

tsenwanaare.

Rona:(laughed)Sohowdoesitfeel?

Refa:I'm goingthere

Rona:KoGaborone?(lookedatthetime)It's

almost11

Refa:I'llbethereinthemorning,iwanttosee

howthebabylookslike.

Rona:Drivesafely,don'tspeed.Thereisalotof

cattleontheroadespeciallyatnight



Refa:Alrightbye,wait...Don'ttellChelseaabout

this.YouknowtraditionallyI'm notsupposedto

seeanewbornbeforethatcordpegdrops.If

thoseoldieshearaboutitI'llneverheartheend

ofit.

Rona:Iknow,drivesafely.

Hehungupandrushedout....

AtGaboronePrivatehospital...

AftermidnightOarabilegrantedgrabbingthe

pillowasasharppainstruckherabdomen,she

frownedpressingherlipstogetherandgrunted

deeply....

Oarabile:(loudly)OhJesuspleaseforgiveme,i

knowsexbeforemarriageisasin.You'rethe



sonof-uhhhhhhhhh

Shegotdownthebedandheldherhip

staggeringtothetoilet,thenursehurriedover

andgrabbedherarm...

Nurse:(softly)Rabi?Wakaenelove?

Rabi:(pushedherhand)Emapele....(frowned)

Iyoowaitsegakesatholekehaversex?

Nurse:(thenurseheldbackherlaugherand

keptacompassionateface)Layonthebed,the

babyisnotthatfar...

Rabi:What’sthetime?

Nurse:It'snow2am

Rabi:(frownedhopelessly)Jesowee9hours

intolabour,elegoreketsholaselomamang,

ndirangoperation...



Nurse:(pullinghertothebed)Darlingwee

areyehabolaong

Rabi:Ididthistomyselfyouknow,istopped

takingcontraceptivesRefaeneabeatsenya

ngwana.GompienokehemahemamoGPHke

leoneenegongweojaAkwana

Nurse:(calmlytuckingherin)WhoisAkwana

mylove?

Rabi:Mycousin,heoncehadsexwithherand

hadsexwithmeeeeeeeeeeeyooo....Haehaehae

Nurse:Breathdarlingbreath.Refakestoutu

akere

Rabi:(breathinginandoutwhizzing)Abekemo

tswalelamowardropung5dayskemontsha

makgakga

Thenursetriednottolaughbutitcameoutand

itwasreallyloudassheheldbothherhips



lookingatOarabile...

Nurse:Girls!Abeabaka?

Oarabile:(frowning)Ee...henevercheatedon

meafter

Thenurselaughedevenharderasthemidwife

walkedin..

Midwife:Whatareyoulaughingat?

Oarabile:(gaspedasthewaterbroke)thebaby

iscoming...

Theyplacedeachofherlegsonthebedholders

asthemidwifeputongloves,shenowroared

andpushedlikeshewaspushingalargehard

rockpoopbutnomatterhowmuchshepushed



nothingcameout...

Midwife:Don'tforcethepush...Waitforit,it

comesnaturallybecalm....(sheroaredagain)

Eekeyeokeyeo

Shebitherlowerlippushingashervaginatore

apartandpushedthehead,themidwife

properlyplacedthecordandwaitedasOarabile

pushedagain.

Shegrabbedthebabyasbloodgushedout

followingthelongcord.Thecryofthebaby

echoedacrosstheroom asOarabileputher

overherfacecryingforherblessing...

Themidwifecleanedthebabyandwrappedit

withacolourfulblanketbeforehandingitover



toher,shesmiledtearfullyandstarted

breastfeeding.

Sheandthenurselookedatoneanotherand

laughed...

Oarabile:Don'teventhinkaboutit,I'llhaveyou

fired

Nurse:(laughed)Ididn'tevensayanythingto

you

Oarabile:Iknowyouwantto,don'tyoudare...

Shelaughedandshookherhead...

AtRona'sHouse....

Earlyinthemorningaroundfivewhileasleepit



camebacktoheryetagain(((((((Mmaagwe

RonaslappedNatashasohardtheslapechoed

acrossthehouseasshestoodatthedoor,

Natashafelldowndizzyandstaggeredstanding

upcryingholdinghercheekashermilkdropped

onthefloor.Refarushedinandpickedherup

asshepickedRJ))))))))Shegaspedputtingher

handoverherchesttearfullythenshecovered

herfacecrying,Ronagroanedturningawayand

fallingdeepintohissleepasshequietlywalked

tothebucketrubbinghertearsandsatdown

peeing...

HereyesfellonRJashelaidasleeponhis

mattresseswearingabrownmogagolwane,it

seemedtheolderhegotthemorehelooked

likehisfathersomuchitbotheredher.

Shesatontheedgeofthebedandsighedthen



triedtogobacktosleepagainbutshecouldn’t.

Thoughtsgatheredinhermindasshethought

aboutthisandthatuntilthedarknessworeoff

andthesunshinefellthroughthewindowwhile

shestaredatthecorrugatediron.

Sheturnedonhersidegettingherphoneand

loggedinFacebooktoOarabile'sstatustagging

Refaonapictureofthebaby'ssoftpinkish

figurescaptioned"Askanditshallbegiven

untoyou"

Tearsfilledhereyesandpressedherfaceon

thepillowcrying,Ronaturnedaroundandput

hisarm aroundherthenhedozedoffagain.

RJgotupfrom themattressandgotontheir

bed,Ronapulledhim overandkissedhim as

theybothdozedoff.



Sheheldherbreathquietlycryingwithreddish

swolleneyes...

AtGaboronePrivateHospital...

LaterthatmorningRefa'sheartpoundedashe

approachedOarabile'sroom,heslowlyopened

thedoorandhiseyesfellonher.

Lyingonhersidewiththebabynexttoher

sucklinghernipple...Quiteabreathtakingsight

forhim.

Ithadbeenafewmonthssincehehadseenher

andshewaschubbyinasexyway,shesmiled

andhewalkedinstaringathislittleboy...



Refa:Isitstillaboy?

Oarabile:(laughed)Yes!

Heswallowedemotionallyandtouchedhistiny

fingers,thebabygroanedturninghisheadand

hequicklyletgo..

Refa:Isheok?

Oarabile:(laughed)Heisfine..

Refa:Warekemosimane?

Shemovedthebaby'sblanketandremovedthe

Pampers,Refaputhishandoverhismouth

lookingathisboysbabydick...

Hespeechlesslysquattedfeelingweakand



heavedahugesigh...

Refa:Ican'tbelieveyougavemeaboy...Ican't

believeRefaJuniorishere.(stoodupand

walkedover)comehere

Hehuggedhertightlyandkissedherhair,with

hercheekonhischestshefelteveryloudbeat

ofhisthuddingheartashekissedheragain...

*

*

*

SinfulDuty
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AttheBandaHouse....



Refa'sfatherparkedthecarashisFacebook

notificationdinged,heswitchedofftheengine

andleanedbackclicking.

HesmiledlookingatRefa'snewcoverphotoof

hisfistagainsthisboy'stinyfistcaptioned."I

promisetoloveyou,protectyouandprovidefor

youuntilyou'reoldenoughtodoeverythingfor

yourself.AboveallI'm goingtogiveyoua

chancetomakeyourowndecisionsand

mistakessoyoucanlearn"

Hethoughtfullylookedathisnumbernotsure

howtheconversationwouldgoanddialedhim...

Refa:Hello?

Him:Congratulations,iknowyoualways

wantedaboy.Ihopeyoudidn'tcrywhenyou



heldhim forthefirsttime.

Refa:(smiled)I'm scaredtoholdhim,heistoo

little

Him:Butit'sveryeasy...Especiallyifheis

wrappedwithablanket

Refa:Idon'tknow,I'dratherwaituntilhelooks

likearealperson,idon'twanttochancesand

drophim.

Him:(laughed)I'm reallyhappyforyou,ican't

believeihavegrandchildren.InnotimeI'llbe

retiring.Youboysmakemelookolderthani

shouldbe

Refa:(laughed)Butyoustillgotit

Him:Haveyouboughteverythingforthebaby

andthemother?

Refa:Yes,unlessthereareotherthingsididn’t

knowabout.

Him:Alright,justkeepcommunicatingwiththe



aunt.

Refa:Don'ttellmamaaboutthebabyyet

Him:Shedoesn'tknowanythingabout

Facebook,whathappensonFacebookstayson

Facebook

Refa:(laughed)Ok

Him:HowisNatasha?

Refa:I'm onmywaytoRabi'shousesheiswith

heraunt.

Him:Ok,bye

Hehungupandwalkedtothehouse....

AtOarabile'sHouse....

RefadrovethroughthegateasNatashacircled

thehousewithapinktricyclewhileauntDoris



gottheroom forthebaby,hesteppedoutofthe

carjustasNatashaappearedfrom behindthe

houseriding,hereyeszoomedandshejumped

outofthetricyclefallingontheground...

Natasha:Daddy?Daddy?Daddy?

Helaughedandyankedherupwavingherthink

bodyontheairandkissingher...

Refa:Imissedyou

Natasha:Metoo,whereismama?

Refa:Shewenttobuyusababy,areyouready

toseehim?

Natasha:Ng-ha....Isitaboyorgirl?

Refa:It'saboyandheisverytiny

Natasha:Iwanttoseehim..



Hewalkedtowardsthehousecarryingherand

knocked,theauntlethim inandtheyexchanged

thepleasantries...

Refa:IcametogetNatasha,Rabiwillprobably

bedischargedthisafternoonbecausethereare

nocomplications.

AuntDoris:WethankGodforthat

Refa:I'llbeback

Natasha:Bye

Hebuckledheranddroveoff...

AtRona'sHouse...

LaterthatmorningRJlaidonthebedasleep



holdinganoldtoycarwithoutwheels,Chelsea

lookedathistightt-shirtandsmallpants.Tears

filledhereyesandsheleanedovercrying.

Therewasaknockonthedoor..

Chelsea:(sniffled)Kemang?

Boago:It'sme..

Sherubbedhereyeswithatowelandopened

thedoor,Boagowalkedincarryingherbabyon

thebackandslidhertothefronttakingdown

thetowel.

Boago:Canihavewashingpowder?Tomorrow

I'm goingtotheclinicbutmygirl'sclothesare

dirty.



Chelseaturnedaroundandquietlypouredhalf

oftheirwashingpowderasBoagofrowned..

Boago:Notallofit

Shereducedandgaveher,Boagoslowlygotit

andlookedinhertearfuleyes...

Boago:Cousiewhat'swrong?

Chelsea:(tearfully)Nothing

Boago:Girlyou'llhaveaheartattackifyoudon't

talk,ifnotmeyoucantalktoyoursisteror

someone.Justsaying

Chelsea:Canitrustyouwithmysecret?

Boago:Onlyifyoudidn'tkillaperson

Chelsea:RJisRefa'sson...



Boago:(mouthdropped)What?

Shesatontheedgeofthebedandcriedtelling

hereverythingfrom thebeginningtotheendas

Boagorubbedhershoulder...

Boago:I'm reallysorry,itmustbeverydifficult

toseeyourchildsufferingwhileyouknowthe

fathercanaffordtohelp.

Chelsea:AndthisthingBoagokanaiteatsme

inside,seehowmuchihavelostweight?Every

nightikeepwonderingwhyikeptthisasecret,i

can'tsayitoutnow.Refawillhatehisbrother.

I'm fineevenifilosemymotherinlawsheis

justavenomoussnakeanywaysshewill

probablyhatemeoneday.

Boago:Butyoucan'tloseRona,heisagood

man



Chelsea:Thethingisit'sdifficultformetobe

happywithhim becauseRefaishisbrother,

koorelehakekarekeitebatsaabilityyagaRefa

itwillalwaysbeonmyface.Whenitryto

convincemyselftoacceptmypovertyisee

them doingthisandthatforNatashatheni

wantthatformychildtoo,am ievil?

Boago:No,you'rejustintroublebecause

whateveryoudecidetodoyou'restillgoingto

hurtandlosesomeone.

Chelsea:I'm losingmyselfinthisrelationship

becauseit'slinkedtosomanypeople,ifRj's

fatherwasastrangeritwouldbeeasierto

moveonbecauseiwouldn'tseewhathedoes

forhisotherchildreneveryday.

Boag:Iunderstandyoubecausethefatherof

thisgirlwantshiswifebacksoheisalwaysout

withhischildrenandpostinghimselfon

Facebooktogetherattentionorproveheisa

goodperson.Ifeelsadforminethatshehasto



waitforchildsupportyaP500whichdoesn't

evencovereverythingthebabyneeds.

Chelsea:Kantehowdidhemanagetogetthe

courttoorderP500whenhemakessomuch

money?Thecourtalwayslooksatthesalary

Boago:Hewentwithhisdocumentsandwhat

not,iwasjustconfusedanditshowedhisnet

payiswayless...Ialsoagreedbecauseatthe

timeithoughtP500isenoughforachild.

Chelsea:Ei...

BoagoIsuggestyouunfollowRabi

Chelsea:IfIdon'tlikeherthingsshewillthink

I'm jealousofwhichiam butnotbecauseiwant

Refaijustwishmysonhadthesameprivileges

herdaughterhas.

Boago:ButwhyareyouimpatientwithRona,he

isagoodguyandit'sonlyamatteroftime

beforehesucceeds.Justholdonandtalkto

him aboutwhatyou'regoingthroughmaybehe



willfindawaytoprotectyou.Ijustdon'tlikethe

ideaofyoulosinghim maybeI'm sayingthis

becauseI'm singleandiknowlifeishard

withoutsomeonetogigglewithatnight.I

understandyourproblem butthelastthingyou

wantisforyourlifetoenduplikethatwomanin

Acrimony,you'realreadyinwithRona.Theguy

istryingandheisintoconstruction,onebig

tenderhela...Justoneandyouknowtenders

bringloadshitofmoney.Don'teverletmoney

controlyou,I'm anexample.Ifollowedmoney

anditdidn'tmatterwhoihurtintheprocess.I

destroyedfamiliesandhurtinnocentchildren

formoneybutwhereisitnow?IfRonacould

affordRJwouldyoustillfeeljealous?

Chelsea:Ofcoursenot

Boago:Don'tdestroyyourlifeforthis.RJwill

knowthedadwhenheisgrown,it'sasituation

hewillhavetounderstandanddilotsapaternity

ifyouwantittobeasecretstoptellingpeople



becauseifitcomesoutyouwon'tknowwhere

itsfrom.

Chelsea:You'retheonlyoneknows

Shesmiledemotionallyandtouchedherchest..

Boago:Youtrustmethatmuchaftereverything

idoneinthepast?Whatifitellpeople?

Chelsea:Iknowyouwon't

Boago:Thankyou

Theyhuggedandsheleanedbacksighingin

relief...

Chelsea:Ifeelbetternow,iwasreallystressed

kesaitsegorekekabualemang.

Boago:Ihavealotofstresstoobutwewilltalk



aboutittheotherday.Letmegowashthe

baby'sclothes

Chelsea:Bye

ShewalkedoutthenChelseagrabbedher

phoneanddialedRona...

Rona:Hello?

Chelsea:Aboutthebusinessideaicandowhile

I'm home,ithinkIshouldstartdoingnailsand

makeup...westaybytheroadsopeopleshould

dropbyeasily.Whatdoyouthink?

Rona:(smiled)Wow,whereisthiscomingfrom?

It'sbeenalongtimesincewetalkedabout

business.

Chelsea:Justathought

Rona:Ithinkit'sagreatidea,itwilleasethe

stress



Chelsea:Verytrue,bye

Rona:Iloveyou

Chelsea:Iloveyoutoo

Shehungupandsighed....

Attheconstructionsite....

MeanwhilestandingonaladderRonahungup

thephonesmilingandsliditinhispocket,he

grabbedhisbucketandputhisfootdownstill

thinkingaboutwhatChelseajustsaidbuthe

missedastepandstruggledtryingtograb

anythinghecouldholdonto,hewasalreadyon

hiswaydownandhist-shirtballoonedasfellall

thewaydown.



Hehitthegroundandhiscoworkersdropped

theirtoolsrunningover,Heclosedhiseyes

tightlyholdinghislegswithagrinonhisface

gruntinghelplessly....

*

*

*

*

*

.

.

.

.

.
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AtChelsea'sHouse....

Chelseafinishedfeedinghersonandgotthe

castleblockssittingnexttohim astheystarted

theirlesson...

Chelsea:Blue

Rj:Blueeeee

Chelsea:(laughedshowinghim anothercolour)

Red!

RJ:Led

Chelsea:Rrrrrr....Red!

RJ:Lllll....Led!

Shelaughedasherphonerangthensheturned

andpickeditup.



Chelsea:Hello?

Rona:(lowvoiceasmachinesbeepedinthe

back)Hibabe,I'm atthehospital

Chelsea:Oh,youguysarefixingsomething

there?

Rona:Ifellofftheladder

Chelsea:(gaspedandstood)What?

Rona:Thereismore

Chelsea:More?

Rona:Ican'tfeelmyotherleg

Chelsea:(tearfully)Whatdoyoumeanyou

can'tfeelyourotherleg?

Shetrappedthephonebetweenhershoulder

andearasshekneltnexttohersonandhelped

him putonhisshoes...



Chelsea:(shaking)Areyouok?

Rona:BabeI'm fine..

Chelsea:I'm coming,IsitLetsholathebeor

MaunGeneralhospital?

Rona:Myfatherwillcomegetyou

Chelsea:No,waitingisnotanoption.

Shehungupandpickedhersonandthebag

thenshelockedthedoorandrushedout,onher

waytothegatesherememberedgettinghim a

fewshortsandabathingsetthenshehurried

backagainbeforeleaving....

InRefa'scar...

Ronasloweddownatthetrafficlightsand



adjustedthemirrorlookingatRabisittingon

thebackholdingtheirnewbornonherlapwith

Natashainthebabycarseat....

Rabi:(blushed)What?

Refa:(smiled)Nothing...

Shelovedhissmile,itmadehim evencuter

eachtimehe'dsmileturninghisheadawayand

she'dblushawaytoo..

Refa:(lookingoutsidethecar)Istillcan't

believeimadeababy,ifeelsopowerful

Shelaughedandtookoutherbreastfeeding

him,Refastaredatheronthemirroragainso

muchthegreenlightturnedonwhilehestared

ather.Thecarbehindhim honkedandhe



slowlydrove...

Refa:Akoleinketelepelegolohaketshwere

theheirofmythrone...(toNatasha)MsBanda?

Natasha:YesMrDaddy?

Refa:(laughed)Areyouhappyaboutthebaby?

Natasha:Nope,weshouldgettheonethatcan

speakandplay

Rabi:(laughed)You'llteachhim howtotalkand

play

Natasha:Butwhatifibreakhim?

Refa:(laughed)Justdon'tlifthim yet

Natasha:Ok..

Minuteslatertheywaitedasthegateopened

thenhedrovein,auntDorissteppedoutandgot

thebabychantingblessingsonhim...



AuntDoris:Papawee....Kgosiyame,mmoloki

warona...Mothoatsogaankalagabatho...

Akakakakamothootshwanalepapabatho!

RefasmiledproudlyandpickedNatashaoutof

thecarasOarabileslowlygotout,shegrabbed

hermother'shandanddraggedher.

Oarabile:Natashano

Natasha:Let'shurryupandsitwiththebaby

RefapickedNatashaupandkissedhercheek

holdingthebagwithhisotherarm...

Refa:Mommyisverysick,shesteppedon

somenailssoshecan'twalkproperly



Natasha:Sorryforpullingyou

Oarabile:It'sok

Heputherdownandsherantothebabythen

hetookherhandastheyslowlywalkedhandin

handtowardsthedoor.

Refa:Thankyouforbeingstrong,ican't

imaginehowmuchpainyou'rein

Oarabile:You'rewelcomebuttheyinjectedme

soit'snotthatpainful,idon'tknowwhatI'lldo

whentheinjectionwearsoffbutihavepillsfor

painsoishouldbegood.

Refa:Alright...

HeputthebagdownandauntDorisbegun

unpackingthings..



Refa:Um...Shouldileave?IknowI'm not

supposedtocomeinwhenthebabyisthis

young

AuntDoris:I'm notthatkind,thosethingsare

donebypeoplewhohaveeverythingtheyneed

it.Ifirestrictyoufrom cominginwhowould

havecollectedherbecauseican'tdrive?Just

feelfreetositdownandseeyourson.Holdhim

andjustbondwithhim becauseyou'regoing

backtoMaun.

Refa:Thankyou...

Rotlheknockedandsheresponded,heslowly

walkedinandsmiledlookingatthebabylying

down.

Rotlhe:Wow..Congratulations



Theyshoulderbumpedandturnedagainstaring

athim...

Rotlhe:HelookslikeRJwhenhewaslittle,do

allnewbornslookthesame?

AuntDoris:Yesthat'swhysomemotherscan

swipebabies,ifhersdiessheswapsthem at

night

Refa:Christ!womendothat?

Oarabile:Mostlyingovernmenthospitalsbut

itsrare,oncereadaboutitinanewspaper

Refa:That'swicked..

Hisfathercalledandtheysteppedoutsideas

shepicked...



Refa:Hello?

Him:Ronaisinthehospital,hefelloffthe

ladderatwork

Refa:Isheok?

Him:Bothhislegshavebeenhurtbutthe

doctorputcastontheotherone.

Refa:Thisisserious,isheok?Letmetalkto

him

Him:isteppedoutside,youcancallhim.

Refa:Ok,wellI'm donehereaswellsoI'llleave

inafewminutes.Mybossonlygavemeaday

Him:Alrightbye

HehungupandlookedatRotlhe...

Atschool....



Akwanawalkedoutoftheschoolgatecarrying

backpackandputonheadsetsasshewalked

onthesideoftheroadandwaitedbythetaxi

stop.AHummerpulledoverinfrontofherand

thewindowrolleddown,thedriversmiled

takingofftheshadesandleanedoverlookingat

her...

Driver:Hi,youstaynexttoSparright?

Akwanalookedatherreluctantly,thedriverhad

darkcleanshinydreadlocks,shehadapiercing

onhereyebrowandhereyeswereverybigwith

fulllips,shelookedhandsomenotprettyand

herarmshadcleardefinedmuscleswitha

blackrubberwatch..

Driver:Canigiveyouaride?



Akwana:Nothankyou

Driver:Whynot?

Akwana:Just

Driver:Therehastobeareason,surpriseme

Shemovedherlaptopandfilestothebackand

smiledlookingather,sheglancedatthetraffic

onthemirrorandbackather...

Driver:(softly)Aki?

Akwana:Howdoyouknowmyname?

Driver:Weareneighbours

Akwana:Idon'thaveaneighbourwhodrivesa

Hummer

Driver:I'm new,ijustmovedin.Ihaven'teven

unpackedmythings

Akwana:Stillhaven'ttoldmehowyougotmy



name

Driver:Iaskedtheguywhotakescareofmy

lawn

Akwana:Tinash,I'm goingtokillhim

Driver:Aren'tyoucomingin?

Akwana:ThanksbutI'm waitingformy

boyfriend

Driver:(laughed)Seriously?Akwanaidon'twant

tofuckyouok?I'm justofferingyouaride,is

thatok?Aridefrom oneneighbourtoanother?

Shelookedatherreluctantlyandgotinthecar,

sheglancedatthemirrorandjoinedtheroad...

Driver:Seeidon'tbite...Sowhatareyou

studying?

Akwana:Whyareyouaskingmesomany



questions?

Driver:Ijustwanttoknowyou

Akwana:Howaboutyoutellmeaboutyourself.

Driver:Ok...MynameisOdirile,I'm from Maun....

I'm anaccountant,nokids,just1bulldogand

that'sit...Youcanaskmetherest.

Akwana:WhydidyouaskTinashaboutme?

Sheglancedatherandlookedontheroad...

Odirile:Just

Akwana:I'm notalesbianandireallyfindthings

likethatdisgustingandungodly..

Odirilequietlydrovethecar..



Akwana:NotthatI'm judgingyou,I'm just

sayingincaseyouthoughtI'm alesbian

Odirile:Ididn'tthinkyou're.

Akwana:OkthenI'm sorry.

Odirile:Yeah..

Therewassilenceinthecarassheapproached

Spar...

Odirile:DoyoumindifibuysomethingmoSpar?

Myfoam bathisfinished

Akwana:Ok

Shepulledintotheparkinglotandsteppedout.

Odirile:Let'sgoinside,thecarwillwarm when

theairconisoff.



Sheputdownherbagandgotoutfixingher

skirt,Odirilelockedthecarandputherhandsin

hert-shirt,ithadpocketsinthefrontandwhite

stringscomingdownfrom thehoodlying

behindherback.Herjeansweretightina

boyishmannercompletedwithblackAirForce

sneakers...

Peoplelookedatthem awkwardlyasthey

walkedintheshop,Odirilegrabbedatrolleyand

puttheredbasketin...

Odirile:mphushetsatrolleyeo..

Akwanapusheditassheputthingsin..

Odirile:Don'tyouneedanything



Akwana:Nothanks

Sheuncomfortablylookedaroundaspeople

staredatthem eachtimetheypassedby.

Akwana:Ithoughtyouwerebuyingfoam bath

nowekareotsaashopyothe

Odirile:I'm almostdone,areyousureyoudon't

needanything?Milk?Cornflakes?Eggs?What

doyoueatinthemorningbeforeschool?

Akwana:(lookedatpeoplewhowerestaringat

them)Idon'tneedanything,canwepleasego

Odirile:Oklet'sgopay

OdirilepushedthetrolleyasAkwanawalked

behindherpretendingtheyweren'ttogether,

Odirilenoticedhowuncomfortableshewasand

handedherthecarkeys..



Sheshylygotitandwalkedoutoftheshopand

thenlookedatthekeyanddoubtedsheeven

knewhowtouseit.Shewaitedinfrontoftje

shop,minuteslaterOdirilesteppedoutandthey

walkedtogethertowardsthecar.

Awhiteladywalkedpastthem andsmiled,

OdirilewastallwithabitofmuscleandAkwana

wasveryshortandskinny,shewashalfOdirile's

size..

Her:Rainbowpeople...Ijustloveyoutwo,you

lookperfect

Odirile:(smiled)Iknowright,thanks

Her:You'rewelcome

AkwanaboiledwaitingbythedoorasOdirile



unlocked,shejumpedinandshookherhead

lookingather..

Akwana:Whydidyousaythankyou?

Odirile:(laughed)Whatdifferencewouldit

make?Comeontellmeyoudidn'tthinkthat

wasfunny.

Akwana:It'snotfunnyneitherwastheway

peoplewerelookingatme

Odirile:Youreallyneedtohaveasenseof

humour,laughalittle.

Shestartedthecaranddroveoff.Minuteslater

Odirileparkedatthegateandshegotout...

Odirile:Bye

Akwana:Bye



Odirilewatchedherasshewalkedintothegate

Odirile:Kootenghankagokopanumberoka

nthogagore

Akwana:Lebatsaditota

Odirilelaughedandrolledupthewindows,

Akwanawalkedtoherroom andunlocked,she

satonthebedandemptiedtheboxof

cornflakesinabowlonly5piecesfellinthe

bowl..

Shecollapsedonthebedandsighedrollingon

hersideswitchingthelaptoponthenshedialed

hercousin.



Oarabile:Hello?

Akwana:Heymotsetse,howistheboy?

Oarabile:sheisfine

Akwana:Ntsekesetswesetswemoragoke

lesbian

Oarabile:(laughed)Wagopekela,youshould

haveslappedher

Akwana:(laughed)Iyooobatagonchimegisa

motho,shehasastrongbody,okannyedisaI'll

justavoidher

Oarabile:Mxm kweleretelelemonatejaana

banyanabaitiraengwena

Akwana:Kanakehoo,enemmemmanneeka

nnamonnayomontegore...Keaccountantand

shestaysaloneina2bedroom house.Waitsei

hopeI'llbethatluckyafterschool.Getajob

rightaftergraduationandlivelarge,shedrives

Hummer



Oarabile:Ican'timaginetheloansheispaying

forthatHummer

Akwana:Butifyoudon'thavechildrenit'snota

problem,plusI'm notluckyinlovesoitwill

alwaysbeme,myselfandiinmybighouseand

nicecar.

Oarabile:Don'tbenegative,you'llfindsomeone

Akwana:WaiinnakemonohelaibileIstopped

dreamingaboutafamily,ijustwantschooland

thenagoodjobthenI'lltravel.I'llnotdiekesa

yaEngland.Britainismybiggestdream

Oarabile:WhyBritain?

Akwana:Ijustwanttohaveanideahowlong

thethreechiefstravelledandfeelhowthey

mighthavepossiblyfeltgoingtoseek

independenceforBechuanaland(laughed)Its

crazybutijustkeeppicturingmyselfinthe

plane..Madness

Oarabile:It'snot,dream aboutit...onedayit



mightcometrue

Akwana:Yeah,canyousendBoago'sdaughter

P50?I'llrefundyounextweekhaallowancee

tsena,shesaysthewashingpowderisfinished.

Oarabile:Ok,letmesendher

Akwana:Wait...(tookoutapairofshoesfor

NatashaandleftRJsclothesintheplastic)I

boughtNatashaapairofshoesatAckerman's

theywereonsaleeleP80,ilovethisboot.It's

lookslikeTimberlandbutit'spink..I'llbringthem

overkaweekendififindbusfee.

Oarabile:Wowthankyou,sendmeapicture

Akwana:Shap

Shehungupandtookapicturethenshesent

it....

AtOarabile'sHouse....



LaterthatmorningRefasatwithhisbodytense

asheheldthebabywithablanket...

Oarabile:(laughed)Batho,relaxyourshoulders

Refaheavedahugesighandsmiledlookingat

thebaby...

Refa:Heissopeaceful..Ican'tbelievehewas

inyourbelly..Idon'twanttogo,Iwishiwas

stayinghereI'dstareathim allday

Oarabile:Toobad

Heslowlyputhim downasauntDorisdished

forhim inaTupperwarelunchboxandclosed.

Shetookouta1litrebottleoffrozenwaterand



gavehim...

AuntDoris:You'lleatontheway

Refa:Thankyou...Isentyoualittlemoneyin

casethebabyneedsanythingandI'm notthere,

don'tgiveittoOarabilebecausethechangeis

yours.

AuntDoris:(laughed)Iwon't,otaautwaankga

jaakaanyanse,ketsenahaRailParkgotswaha

Refa:(laughed)Gosiame...

HekneltonOarabile'smattressandkissedher

astheauntwalkedinthebathroom,heslowly

kissedheranditturnedintoaFrenchkiss.

Natashawalkedinandhejumpedoffthebed...

Refa:Heybabe



Natasha:(tearfully)Whereareyougoing?I'm

going

Shedraggedherschoolbag.

Refa:Tashalisten...Babe

Natasha:(tearfully)I'm goingwithyou

Refa:I'm goingtoMaun,you'restayinghere

withMamabecauseyouhavetogotoschool.

Don'tcryinfrontofthebaby...

SheburstintotearsasRefawalkedout,she

climbedonhislegscreamingasRefadragged

hislegoutofthehouse.Hepickedherupand

triedtohandherovertoauntDorisbutshe

huggedhisnecktightlyscreamingatthewhole

neighbourhood..



Natasha:(tearsrolling)Daddydon'tgo,no,no,

daddy...

Shebentherlegswhenhetriedtoputherdown

andpulledhist-shirtcryinghysterically...

Refa:Nattie?Listen...Gobuyicecream with

auntie

Natasha:No,youwanttoleaveme.

Refa:I'm notleaving

Herheartpoundedrightonhisarmsasheheld

sadly,auntDorispulledheroffasshe

screamedsolouditsoundedlikeawhistleand

evenhurttheireardrums.Shespreadherarms

cryingasRefagotinthecarandsadlydrove

off...



Natasha:Daddy,daddy,daddy

Auntputherdownandsherantothegateasit

closedthenshestoodtherewatchinghiscar

disappear.Shejumpedandhitthegateuntilhe

wasgonethenshesatdowncryingcalmlyand

eventuallyplayedsadlyuntilshefellasleepat

theslidinggate.

Thelandlord'sdaughterpickedherupandtook

hertothehouse...

*

*

Atthehospital...

LaterthateveningRefadroveintothehospital



andparked,hesteppedoutandstretchedhis

achingbackandgrabbedasmallplasticbag

beforewalkingin.

Heglancedatthetimeashewalkedacrossthe

corridorpassingsomenurseswhosmiledat

him,hesmiledbackandhurriedin.

Heslowlypushedthedoorandpausedlooking

atRonaandChelseahuggingasshecriedon

hisarms.

Refa:Keemepele?

Rona:(withhisarm aroundherwaist)It'sfine,

comein.

HeslowlywalkedinasChelseasteppedback

rubbingoffhertearsthenhelookedathis



brother'scastedlegandtheswollenone..

Chelsea:Letmego,I'llseeyouinthemorning.

Rona:WaitforRefatodropyouhome,waitby

thechairs

Chelsea:Ok

Rona:What’sontheplastic?

Refahandedittohim andhelookedinside,he

pickedadrinkandhandedChelseatheplastic..

Rona:GogiveRJ

Refa:I'llbuythem somethingtoeat,thisisfor

you.Youneedtoeat

Rona:Youcanaddonthat,I'm fine.The

hospitalservesgoodfood.

Refa:Iknowbutthisisforyou.Don'tworry



aboutRj,I'lltakecareofhim.

Rona:Ok

HeputitontheshelfthenChelseawalkedout.

Assoonasthedoorclosedthestrongmanin

him disappearedandheleanedovercovering

hisface.Refaswallowedtearfullyandhugged

him...

Rona:Ihopeidon'tlosemyjob

Refa:Youwon't,you'llgetcompensated

Rona:Thebosssaystheyhavetoassessthe

situationtodetermineifiwasn'tbeingnegligent.

Refa:Heistalkingnonsense,theywill

compensateyou.Labourofficedoesn'teven

playgames.Heisbluffing,don'tstress

Rona:Iwon'tbeworkingand-



Refa:Ronawegotthis...Idon'tknowhowI'm

goingtodealwiththisbutI'llhelpyou.Wewill

struggletogether.Yoursonwon'tsufferjust

becauseyou'renotfitenough.Thisonedoesn't

needaquestion,I'lladjustmybudgets.You'll

havehighbloodpressureifyoukeepstressing...

Ifthingsgettoughyoucanmoveinwithme,i

stayaloneinatwobedroom house.Ineveruse

anythingexceptthebathroom.Youcanmovein

withyourfamilyuntilyou'refitenoughtowork.

Infactthat'stheonlywayicanthinkoffthat

cansaveusmoneyforgroceriesbecauseI'm

broke.Kebeilebotsetsisoican'thelpyouout

karent,eoican'tpromiseyouanything.

Rona:Ithinkmovingintogethermightreduce

ourexpenses.

Refa:See...Problem solved.Sothismonthyou

don'tpayrentbecauseyou'removingoutthen

wewaitforthisChinesebastardtohearifhe

willfireyouorcompensateyou,whateverhe



doesifitsnotgoodenoughwetakehim to

courtandyouusethemoneyyouhavebeen

savingwithChelseatostartyourbusiness.

Rona:(sighedrelieved)Thankyou...Ireally

didn'tknowwhattodo

Refa:That'swhatbrothersdo,rememberwhen

ourparentsweren'twillingtohelpandyou

steppedup?(pathim ontheshoulder)I'm

learningfrom thebest-mybigbrother.

Ronasmiledhopefully,Refapulledachairand

satdownforachatbutanurseknockedand

stuckherheadin..

Nurse:Time

Refa:Ok

Hetookadeepbreathandlookedathisbrother



astheybumpedshoulders...

Refa:Seeyoutomorrow

Rona:Sureandcongratulationsonyourboy

Refa:Thanks

Hewalkedout....

Intheparkinglot...

RefaandChelseaquietlyapproachedthecar

andgotin,stillnottalkinghedroveoutofthe

hospital...

Refa:Areyouok?

Chelsea:Yes



Refa:Hewillbefine

Chelsea:Ihopeso..

Refa:Ijustarrivedfrom Gaborone,I'm really

exhausted.IwenttoseethekidsandI'veused

allthemoneyihad.NowI'm leftwithP200,

that'sallwehaveandwemustseegorerereka

eng.

Chelsea:Ok,it'senough.CanwegetRjbefore

theshopcloses?It'sbeenawhileasaye

mmolong.

Refa:Alright..

Shesighedandleanedback...

Atthemall...

LaterthateveningRefasteppedoutofthecar



andtookoutRJfrom Natasha'sseat,hepulled

uphispantsandkickedthedoorclosed

carryinghisnephew.

Refa:Jeanekanaetonamogonnaiforgotthe

belt..

Chelsea:(laughed)Ithoughtolengisitsehela

Refa:(laughed)Ae...Idon'twantpeopleseeing

myshortskomorago,kedilotsabasimanyana

hela.

Chelsea:Ronatoldmeaboutusmovinginwith

you,whenarewemoving?

Refa:Ihaven'ttoldRabi,ihavetotalktoherfirst

Chelsea:That’strue

TheywalkedintheshopasRefatookoffhis

capandputitoverRJshead...



Refa:RJnevertalks...Why?

Chelsea:Oshy

Refa:Nosuchthingasashychild...

Hetickledhim andblewoverhisstomachas

theypassedbyatoysection..

Refa:SaysomethingandI'llbuyyouatoy

Rjlaughedthoughtfully...

Rj:Singing?

Refa:Ok

HesangABCswrongfullyandRefahandedhim



atoylaughing...

AtRona'sHouse...

LateronRefaparkedandChelseasteppedout

withtheplastic,sheputitinthehouseand

camebackforRJbuthepushedherhands

whenshetriedtoremovethebelt..

Rj:Ngng...(shetriedagainandhepushedhee)

Ngng

Chelsea:Heelatherralet'sgo,uncleistiredhe

hastogoandrest.Comepapi

RJ:Ngng...Go

Refa:(laughed)Bare"Go"leavehim,I'llbring

him whenheisasleep

Chelsea:Ok



SheclosedthedoorandRJsmiledather

waving,Refalaughedatheranddroveoff...

Refa:GompienoRJhagofilewaitse

Chelsea:(laughed)Keamoipateletsa

Refa:Cheers

Chelsea:Bye

Herolledupthewindowanddroveoff...

AtOarabile'sHouse....

Around9atnightOarabilefinished

breastfeedinganddialedRefa...



Refa:(RJgigglinginthebackground)Hello?

Oarabile:Hey...Whoisthat?

Refa:KeRJ,I'm bathinghim

Oarabile:Why?

Refa:HecriedwhenIwasdroppingthem offso

igothim aboreitisammogowatchingamovie,

nowhewon'tfallasleepsoI'm thinkingifibath

him hewillsleep.HowisNatasha?

Oarabile:Sheisfine..

Refa:RJhasbeendistractingmebutiwanted

totellyouthatRonawon'tbeworkingfora

whilebecauseheisinjuredbutwedon'tknow

whatthemanagementwillsay.TheChineseis

alreadytalkingshitsowewerethinkingof

movingintogetheruntilheissurewhatisgoing

on.Gomonthendsotheyhavetomoveinthis

weekthatwaytheydon'tpayrent.Idon'thavea

problem becauseI'm stayingalone,theycan

useanotherbedroom whileIuseanotherbut



onlyifyouagree.Ifyoudon'tI'llfindanother

excusesotheydon'tthinkit'syouwhorefused,

whatshouldido?

Oarabile:MoveingotheChelsealeRJ?

Refa:Yesallthreeofthem.Isthatokwithyou?

Oarabile:

*

*

*

*

.

.

.

.

.

.
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AtOarabile'sHouse...

Shetookadeepbreathandpinnedherelbow

onthebedwatchingherbabieslyingnextto

her...

Oarabile:Itrustyou,itsmycousinidon'ttrust.

Infactidon'ttrustanyofmycousin’saround

myman.Sheisgoingtoseduceyou,whatare

yougoingtodoaboutit?

Refa:Keengorialo?

Oarabile:Iaskedyouaquestion

Refa:NotthatI'm avoidingyourquestionbut

whywouldyouthinkshewoulddothattomy



brother?Issheacheat?Shouldiworryformy

brother?

Oarabile:Obatawardrobe?

Refa:(laughed)WaswabaRabi

Theylaughedassheputherlegontopofthe

otherandstoppedsmiling...

Oarabile:OnaseriousnoteRefahagoka

diragalagoreChelseaagotshwarekamo

esenggonewagorengbecauseiwon'tignore

thefactthatyoutwoslepttogether.Ineedto

knowthatI'm notmakingamistake,ineedto

knowthatshouldshedoanythinginappropriate

I'llbethefirstonetoknow.Ineedtoknowall

thesebeforeimakethatdecision.

Refa:I'm notgoingtocheatonyou,I'dnever

hurtyoulikethatespeciallywithafamily



member.

Oarabile:Whataboutifshetouchesyou?

Refa:Babewhywouldshetouchme?

Oarabile:Chelseaismycousin,igrewupwith

herandshewatchedalotofTV(impatiently)

Gapekantewhyaren'tyougivingmestraightup

answers?

Refa:Whatshouldidoifshetouchesmekana

nnaididn’tthinkthatfarbecauseijustdon't

thinkshecandothatandnowwithyourtone

setseketshabakeipotsawhatifigiveyouthe

wronganswer.Ididn'treallythinkthatfar

Oarabile:Nowisagoodtimetothinkaboutit

Refa:Ican'tbelieveyou'resoseriousaboutthis

waitse

Oarabile:RragweNatashankarabe

Refa:I'llletyouknowifshedoes,you'llbethe

firstpersontoknowandnothingwillhappen.



Shecan'trapeme

Oarabile:I'm gladyouusedthewordrape

becauseifsomethinghappensiwillnotaccept

apologyyaitwasamistakebecauseyoudon't

justtripandfallintoawoman'svagina,ifyour

dickgoesinthereit'sbecauseyoudecidedto

putittherebecauseshecan'tevenrapeyouwe

agreeonthatakere?(hekeptquiet)Refakebua

lewena..

Refa:(calmly)Yes

Oarabile:Kooregakebategorekamosoabego

nnankarekagoiphethelabecauseI'm telling

youwhatisgoingtohappenbutitseemsyou

don'tbelieveme,thenextthingyou'llbe

apologisingforsleepingwithherandwheni

don'tacceptthatapologyillbethebadguy.

Daretestmytemperaturesandyou'llburnyour

fingers

Refa:Babeanongwaomanammeisekedire



sepe?

Oarabile:NoRefa,youranswersarenot

satisfying,you'renotconvincingmethatI'm

doingtherightthingallowingChelseainyour

house.

Refa:Ok,hereisthething.NnakanaChelseaha

kemolebilekebonamybrother'sgirlfriendand

IcannevercrossthatlinewithRon'swoman.

Heismybigbrotherandirespectour

relationship.Iwouldn'triskhavingafightwith

him for5secondsofpleasurethenthereis

you...idon'tseeyouasagirlfriendtomeyou're

mylifepartnerandwemightnotbelegally

marriedbutyou'remywifethat'swhyiaskyou

firstbeforeitakeanydecisionregardlessof

whoisinvolved.IlovemykidsRabiandiwant

tohaveaproperfamily.Ourfathermightbe

actingupnowaboutusbutthismantaughtus

aboutfamily,havingonewomanandstickingto

her.Thereissomuchicouldsaybutthe



bottom lineisivaluethefamilywearebuilding

otherwiseiwouldn'tmakethesacrificesI'm

makingnowjustsoyouthreecanlivea

comfortablelifethere.Ok?Ireallyloveyouand

yeahimademistakesinthepastbutthat's

whatthey're,mistakes.

Oarabile:(smiled)Eemonnawarialogaa

ingwaethogo

Refa:(laughed)Rabi

Oarabile:(laughed)Fine,shecanmovein.

Refa:Alright,noproblem.

Oarabile:HowisRona?

Refa:Hewillprobablybedischargedtomorrow

oradayafter.

Oarabile:Ok,I'llcallandcheckonhim

Refa:Ok,RJwaotsela,I'm goingtodrophim

off.

Oarabile:Ok,shap



Refa:Shap

ShehungupanddialedChelsea...

AtRona'sHouse...

MeanwhileChelseasteppedonaluggagebag

andpressedherclothesdeeperthenshe

reachedformoreclothesonthebedand

shovedthem inandstruggledzippingit.

Barefootedinhertinyshortsandstringtopshe

draggedthebagtothecornerasherlongcurly

hairwavedaround,shepausedandtiedit

breathingheavilyandputthebagontopofthe

others.



Sheheldherhipsandheavedahugesigh

lookingatapileofbags.

Chelsea:Suuuuu....

Shepickedablacktrashplasticandwenttothe

stovewhereshepickedtheiroldshapelesspots

anddroppedthem insidewiththeir

unappetisingfood,shepickedalltheother

thingsshewouldn'treallyneedinabigand

betterhousethenshetiedtheplasticand

staggeredtothetrashpitwhereshethrew

them inside.

Shelookedaroundinthedark,spookedand

quicklyraninsidetheironeroom andlocked,

herphonerangasshetookoffhershoesand

satonthebed...



Chelsea:Hello?

Oarabile:Hi,RragweNatashawasjusttalking

tomeaboutRonaandhisfamilymovinginwith

him andiagreed.

Chelsea:Thankyou

Oarabile:Jaanongthisoneisbetweenmeand

you,lasttimeyouapologisedforthewayyou

talkedtomeandiapologisedformypart.I'd

liketobelieveweareatpeacethoughistill

don'tbelieveNatashahitthetablethattime

whenRefacamehomewithherbecauseshe

hadahandprintonhercheeksountiliknow

whoslappedmydaughterthatdayiwillassume

oneofyoudidit.

Chelsea:RabiyouknowI'dneverhurtyour

daughterlehagotwengnnyathemmaeseng

mongwaneng

Oarabile:Butyou'reprotectingthepersonwho



didit

Chelsea:NemmahowwouldthingsbehelaifI

saidMmaagweRefaslappedher?Doyouwant

hertohatemetoo?

Oarabile:Sosheslappedher?

Chelsea:Ididn'tsaythatbutshedoesn'tlike

Natashasodon'teverlethervisitunless

mmaagweRefaisnotthere.That'sallI'llsay

Oarabile:Anyways...I'm lettingyougothereka

tshepoletumeloyagoreyouwon'tbetrayme

Chelsea:Areyouaccusingmeofseducing

Refawhileihavemyown?

Oarabile:That'snotwhatisaidandifyoudon't

haveanybadintentionsyou'dtakethisingood

faith.Ihopeyouasmycousinwillrespectthe

bloodrelationshipwehave,iam awareofthe

factthatyouloveRonabutialsoknowthatyou

sleptwithRefabefore,youmighthavenot

knownwhohewasbythenbutsesalangyou



sleptwithhim soberlegonewhichmeansyou

candoitagainbutiwantyoutoknowthatilove

thatman.Heisthefatherofmychildrenandi

willnottolerateanykindofmisbehaviour

aroundhim from anyoneclosetome.Ican'tsay

thistoeverywomanbutiexpectyouasmy

cousintorespectthatmanasyourbrotherand

nothingmoreorelseyouandmearegoingto

haveaverybigproblem.

Chelsea:(calmly)Youdon'thavetoworry

aboutthat,iunderstandyourproblem plusthe

distancebetweenMaunandGabs,youcantrust

me.AtleastnowisureRefawon'tbringgirls

home

Oarabile:iguessso

Chelsea:(smiled)Cousiethemmantshepe...I

loveRona

Oarabile:(sighed)I'm sorryifI'm beingtoo

much



Chelsea:It'sok,iunderstandbutyoudon'thave

toworry.Ihaveyourback,justwatchandsee.

Andthankyouforyourhelp.Ican'twaittoleave

thisoneroom hopefullyafterthiswewillafford

abetterhouse.

Oarabile:Let'sprayforit.

Chelsea:Yeah,bye

Shehungupandsighed,Refaknockedandshe

openedthedoortuckingherhairbehindher

ear....

Chelsea:Hey...Orobetse?

Refa:Yeah

Heleanedoverhandingthebabyoverastheir

armstouched,hesteppedbackandshovedhis

handsinthebackpocketsofhisjeanslooking



ather..

Refa:Themovingvanwillpickthingsinthe

morningbutI'llbeatworkso...

Hehandedherthesparekeys..

Refa:Thoseareyourkeys.

Chelsea:Ok...

Itwasstillveryawkwardhowtheboycameout

lookingexactlylikehim,lookingathisfaceshe

couldseeherson..

Refa:Goshapakere?

Chelsea:Shap



Shegotinandlockedthedoorthenhedroveoff.

Atthehospital...

Meanwhilelyingonthehospitalbedtearsfilled

Rona'seyesasheputhishandsoverhisface

andrubbedthem down,heblinkedthem away

andpickedhisphone....

Refa:Hello?

Rona:Yeah

Refa:Italkedtothemovingtruck,itwillget

everythinginthemorning.Igaveherthekeys

causeI'llbeatwork

Rona:CanitrustyouaroundmywomanRefa?

Refa:Idon'tknowifishouldbeoffendedthat



youthinkI'ddothatorbesadthatyoudon't

trustme

Rona:I'm justaskingbutyouhaven'tanswered

me

Refa:Youcantrustme,whereisthiscoming

from?

Rona:I'm justthinkingbecauseI'dkillfor

Chelsea,sheisthelastwomanI'm goingtobe

with.Ihavebeenplayedandusedbywomen

beforeanditwillneverhappenagain.

AcoldchillrandownRefa'sspineashedrove

withonehandholdingthephonewiththe

other...

Refa:I'dnevercrossthatline.

Rona:I'm notgoingtotalktoChelseaabout

boundariesbecauseiexpectyoutorespectme,



itdoesn'tmatterwhatshedoesorwhat

happensinmyabsenceyou'llanswertome

shouldanythinggowrong.Iexpectyouto

controleverysituationandactright.

Refa:Okihearyou,nothinglikethatisgoingto

happen....(sighed)manyou'rescaringme...Not

thatI'dsleepwithherbutthe"sheisthelast

woman"(frownedshocked)manwhatthehell

isthatisthat?

Rona:(calmly)Justbeinghonest,goodnight.

Refa:Sure

Ronahungupandsighed...

*

*

*

*



*

.

.

.

.

.

.
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AtRefa'sOffice....

ThenextmorningRefawalkedacrosstheroom

andgreetedhiscoworkersbeforewalkingin

andtakingaseat.



Kaenestoppedtypingandturnedhischairfora

fistbump.

Kaene:Sureboy

Refa:Yah,

Kaene:Theyshouldreallygiveyouyouroffice

soyoucancomelateinpeace

Refa:Ididn'tsleeplastnight

Kaene:Ohyeahthebaby,congratulations

Refa:Nah,mybrotherismovinginwithme,he

iscomingwithhisfamily.

Kaene:Yourbrother'sgirlfriendisreally

beautiful,sheisperfect.Ican'tfindanything

wrongwithher...Gaanadiflawsngwanayole

thebanna

Refashrunkapieceofpaperandhithim onthe



face...

Refa:Stoptalkingaboutherlikethat,that'smy

brother'swife.

Kaene:I'm justapplaudingyourbrother,so

what'sthebigdeal?

Refa:Seemsmybrotherdoesn'ttrustmewith

heranditwasdisappointingcomingfrom him.I

expectedRabitokindawanttomakesure

thingsaredoneproperlybecauseifuckedup

beforebutRona

Kaene:Uhyou'restressingyourselffornothing

maybeitsherhedoesn'ttrustandheis

countingonyounottofuckitallup.Ittakestwo

totangosoevenifsheshowsyouthedance

floorthemainthingistowalkawaybecauseif

youdancethenitdoesn'tmatterwhoinvited

whotothefloor.

Refa:Andhethreatenedtokillme



Kaene:Wouldn'tyoukillforRabi?

Refa:Ifididn’thaveachild

Kaene:Butitrustyou,you'redisciplinedandhe

willsoonseethat.Bonagoreit'sbeenwhat2

monthssinceyouhadsex?Andyou'restill

relaxedaboutit

Refa:3months..Anditwillobviouslybe2more

becauseRabijustgavebirthketilegobolaiwa

kenopa

Kaene:(laughed)Kanagatwemathakabale

jangbolotolenopaegaohi,I'm justfinebutit's

beenayear.Awholefuckingyear,nosex

Refa:Areyousureyou'reokdownthere?

Kaene:(laughedandthrewhim withapaper)

Fuckyou..

Refa:(laughed)Maybeit'snotevenworking

Kaene:Outule?Apparentlythoseguyswere

talkingabouthowit'snotfairthatyou'renot



sharingaccommodationwhenotherpeopleare

sharinghousesyetyou'renotmarriedlegore

yougothiredbyconnectionsfrom yourfather

sinceyouarrivedwithapositionthoughyou

don'thaveworkexperience.

Refa:Baatsenwa,theymustbeoneofthose

peoplewhodon'tapplyforapostsimply

becauseitsays5yearsexperience.Isawthat5

yearsexperienceonthequalificationsandi

appliedhela,whydidn'ttheyapplyforthepost,

akereitwasadvertisedonthenewspaper.

Kaene:Theydidn'tqualifyforit,mostofthe

firefightersonlydidform fiveandgottrainedin

thejob,theothershavecertificatesbutidon't

thinktheyknowyouactuallywenttoa

universityunlesstheyjusthaveaproblem with

havingayoungsupervisor

Refa:Bantwaela...(leanedback)Didn'tyoutell

them whenMrKgosingleavesI'm movinginto

myrightfuloffice?Idon'twantworkrelated



stressihaveenoughstressathome.Iworked

myasstobehere,baskanchansetsaiseke

neelwemaemoame,ihavejustbeengaining

experiencewhenKgosingleavesI'm fillinghis

post.

Kaene:Itwasjustarumorthough,don'ttakeit

toheart

Refa:NoI'm good

Heturnedaroundandclickedhisphone...

AtRefa'sHouse....

OnthesamemorningChelseawavedatthe

movingtruckandclosedthedoorthenshe

fixedtheirbedroom andsighedwithasmile.



Chelsea:GowatchTVRJ...

RJwenttothecouchasChelseaopenedRefa's

bedroom andpeakedinlookingforsomething,

shefounditatthecornerofhisbedroom and

dialedRefa...

Refa:Hello?

Chelsea:Hi,canRJusethebabycotinyour

room akerenooneisusingitkaNatashaisin

Gaborone

Refa:Rabitoldmetoputinourroom togive

youguyssomespace

Chelsea:Idon'tmindhavingit,RJsleepsonthe

floor

Refa:Okiguessyoucanuseit

Chelsea:Bye



Shehungupandpushedittotheirroom while

RJstaredatthecartoonsholdingalargeslice

ofpolony...

Atthehospital....

Thedoctorwalkedinwithanurseand

examinedRona...

Doctor:Theotherlegisgettingswollentoo,i

thoughtI'lldischargeyoutodaybutithinkIwill

needanXrayfortheotherlegtoojusttomake

surethereisn'tafracturebecausetherateat

whichit'sgettingswollenisnotnormal,it'snot

supposedtobelikethis

Rona:IftherewerefracturesI'dfeelit,thislegis

fine.Iwanttogohome



Doctor:Wellican'tsendyouhomejustyet,the

otherfootisfinebutidon'tknowwhat

happenedtothisoneoverthenight

Rona:It'sjustswollen,it'snothing

Nurse:Thedoctorjustwantstomakesureyou

leavethehospitalinagoodcondition

Rona:Iunderstandthatbutdoesn'tthefactthat

I'm sayingI'm finecount?Thislegwillbefine.

Tellhim Iwanttogohome

Nurse:Iunderstandyourfrustrationbutyou

needtobepatientifyouwantbothyourlegsto

healfast.Letthedoctordohisjob

Ronasighedsadlyasthedoctorjotted

somethingonhismedicalcard.Assoonasthey

walkedouthedialedChelsea...

Chelsea:Hi



Rona:Hey,whydidn'tyoucomeby?

Chelsea:IwascleaningupbutI'm donenow,I'll

bethereforthenextvisitinghour.

Rona:Ok,howisRJ?

Chelsea:Heisfine,whenaretheydischarging

you?Imissyoualready

Rona:Idon'tknow,theotherlegisswollenso

gatwekeyascanning

Chelsea:Oh,you'llbeokatleastyou'refeeling

itunliketheotherone

Rona:Yeah

Chelsea:Letmecookandcomeover,iloveyou

Rona:Iloveyoutoo

Hehungupandsighed...

AtSchool...



LaterthatafternoonAkwanawalkedoutofthe

schoolgatewithherbackpackandunfoldedher

umbrellabeforeputtingherheadssetonand

hummedherwaytothetaxistop.

Shegreetedschoolmatesstandingthereand

pushedherlongbraidedblocksbackand

waitedforacombi.Thehummerpulledover

andtheothertwogirlsgiggledrunningoverand

grabbedthehandlestoopenbutthedriver

lockedthedoorsandsmiled.

Odirile:Hisorry,I'm pickingupafriend

Girls:Sorry..

TheyshamefullysteppedbackasOdirile

reversedandstoppedatAkwana'stoes...



Odirile:Hineighbour,hopin

Akwana:I'm waitingforsomeOdirile

Odirile:Youcanwaitinside

Otherstudentsstaredatherandsheeventually

gotinandclosedthedoorthenshedroveoff...

Odirile:Whatdidieverdotoyou?

Akwana:Whyareyoufollowingme?

Odirile:I'm from work

Akwana:Yeahright,doyouwantmetobelieve

youtakethelongestroutetowork?

Odirile:Onlywhenicomeback

Akwana:Whatdoyouwantfrom me?

Odirile:Canyoupretendtobemygirlfriend?



Akwana:No,thankyou.

Odirile:I'llpayyou,ijustwanttomake

someonejealous

Akwana:Soshecanbeatme?

Odirile:It'smyex,shehasmovedandiwant

hertothinkimovedontoo.Istillloveherso

maybeyoudoingthiswillmakeherthinktwice

Akwana:Whatdoido?

Odirile:Justspendtimewithmesoshecan

thinkwearegoingout,nokissingorhugging.I

respectthatyou'renotalesbianandI'm not

goingtoconvertyoujustlikeiwouldn'twantto

hearanyonetrytopreachtomeaboutmebeing

possessedetc

Akwana:Justspendtimewithyou?Forhow

much?

Odirile:EverytimewepartigiveyouP40.Ifwe

takeapicturetogetheri-



Akwana:Nopictures,idon'tthinkpeopleyo

thinkI'm crazy

Odirilelookedatherandsighedrollingher

eyes...

Akwana:Youknowwhatimean

Odirile:Fine,nopictures.

Akwana:Howlongdowedoit?

Odirile:Idon'thavemoneysoitwillbefora

coupleofdays.

Akwana:Won'tshebeatme?

Odirile:No

Akwana:Sohowwillsheknowwearetogether?

Odirile:Whenshecallsicallyou.Shemight

visitmethiseveningdoyoumindifwestart

today?



Akwana:Howcanibesureshemovedon?

Shetookoutherphoneandshowedher,

Akwanalookedattheprofileofastudandher

girlfriend,thencameacrossapictureofthe

studwithOdirilecaptioned"mybuddy"

Akwana:Butitsayssheisyourbuddy

Odirile:Eebecausewearenotdatinganymore

Akwana:Shelookslikeaman,ithoughtyouwill

saythisoneisyourex

Odirile:No

Akwana:Youdatespeoplewholooklikeguys

thoughyoulooklikeaguytoo?

Odirile:Yes,sowillyouspendtimewithmeand

her?Shewillprobablybringhergirlfriendandi

don'twanttolookstupidordesperate.Just

helpmeoutthisonce.



Akwana:Okbutyoudon'thavetopayme,I'm

sorryyou'regoingthroughsomuch

Odirile:("sadly")It'sreallyhardsometimes,and

I'm sorryforaskingyoutodothis,iwouldn'task

ifitwasn'timportant.

Akwana:It'sok,don'tworryaboutitandI'm

sorryforbeingrude.Iknowwhatit'sliketo

haveyourheartbroken.

Odirile:Thanksalot.

Akwana:Don'tmentionit,sohowdoiwear.Doi

wearlikeaguytoo?

Odirile:(laughed)No,you'reperfecttheway

you're...Justwearthatredshortdressiloveit

onyou-butnotlikethat...Likeasisterlylove

thing-

Akwana:(laughed)Don'texplain,iunderstand.

Odirilesmiledandlookedoutsidethewindow



asAkwanacontinuedtalking...

AtRefa'sHouse...

LaterthatafternoonRefaputthekeyinthedoor

tryingtounlockbutthekeycouldn'tgetit,it

seemedsomethinghadblockeditthenhe

leanedoverlookinginsidethekeyhole.Chelsea

openedthedoorconfusedandhesighed

remembering..

Refa:(rubbinghisforehead)ItotallyforgotI'm

sharing..

Chelsea:(smiled)It'sok

Shehadtiedherhairintoamessybunandput

onRona'sbigt-shirtwhichmadeithardtotellif

shewasn'twearinganythingorshortsasher



yellowishthighsshowed.

Refaheldhisbreathwalkingbehindherand

acrossthelivingroom headingtotheir

bedroomswheresheturnedtotheirsandhe

turnedtohis,heclosedthedoorandcaughthis

breathsittingontheedgetakingadeepbreath.

Heneverthoughtaboutitbeforebutnowthat

Rabimentionedithekindofexpectedherto

touchhim anytimeandthethoughtwas

puzzling.

Hetookouthisphoneanddialedhisbrother...

Rona:Hello?

Refa:Whenareyoucominghome?

Rona:Isthereanythingwrong?

Refa:No,I'm justasking.Youshouldreally



comehome

Rona:Idon'tknow.Iwassupposedtogofor

Xraybuttheydidn'ttakemethere.

Therewasaknockonthebedroom door...

Refa:I'llcallyouback

Hehungupandcuriouslystaredatthedoor..

Refa:Yeah?

Sheopenedthedoorwrappedinatowel

holdingherg-stringontheotherhand..

Chelsea:I'm goingtobath,pleasewatchRJ..



Refa:(putafistoverhismouthandclearedhis

throat)Ok

Chelsea:Areyouok?

Refa:I'm fine

Chelsea:Imeanyourhand

Shewalkedinandtouchedhishandwithher

softyellowishhandsstandingrightbetweenhis

legscuttinghisoxygencompletelyashe

stoppedbreathing...

Chelsea:Youhaveacut...

Hecouldn'teventalkwithherstandingthat

close,sheexaminedhiscutandlookedinhis

eyes.From hiseyesshecouldtellhewas

holdinginhisbreathanduncomfortable...



Chelsea:Areyouholdinginyourbreath?

Hegaspedandleanedbackpinninghishands

onthebedthenhedraggedhimselfawayfrom

herandwayuponthebed...

Refa:Yourwaterisgettingcold.Agothapa

Chelsea:Wereyouholdingyourbreath?

Refa:(lookingaway)Idothatsometimes

Hiseyesfellontheg-stringshewasholding

stillstandinginfrontofhim,shesmiledand

droppedherfingersonhislap.Shewalkedher

fingersalonghisthighashisheartpounded,his

breathinggotlouderashestaredatherfingers

walkinguptohispackage.



Justthetouchofherfingersgothismushroom

headstickingupandmakingahugedickprint

onhispants.Heswallowedhardashispants

gotawetcum stainthesizeof5t.

Chelsea:Uhshem...kanagatweodirile

circumcision?Mustbeevensweeter

Smellingthepowerinherselfandtheweakness

ineverybreathhetookChelseagainedmore

confidenceandrubbedhisdickprintashe

gaspedforherairandquicklypushedoffher

hand.

Hestoodupwithapointingdickandrubbedhis

nosestillbreathinghard...



Refa:(breathingheavily)IfyoudothatagainI'm

goingtotellRabiaboutit...

Shesmiledwithasmirkonherfaceashegot

hiskeysandwalkedout..

Refa:Takethekeysoffthelocksoicanunlock

easily.I'llbebackverylateatnight.I'm sure

tabelerobetse

Chelsea:(smiled)Goodnight

Hewalkedoutandclosedthedoorthenhesat

inthecarandputhishandsoverhisfacein

disbelief.

*

*

*



*

*

.

.

.

.
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AtRefa'sHouse...

Afterherrefreshingbath,Chelsea'ssteppedout

asrhythmichitplayedonthehometheatre,she

turnedupandvolumeandmoppedthefloor

whileswingingherhalfIndianass...



Chelsea:(singing)Watsebabophelobona,

nkarenkeberesaswe...Rephelawayawaya...

Sheturnedaroundswingingherassandstuck

hertongueoutdancinglookingatherselfonthe

mirror..

Chelsea:(singing)Kare123Jika,jika,jika,

jikamajika

MeanwhileRona'scallswentunansweredfor

almostanhour....

AtKaene'sHouse...

Kaeneopenedthedoorholdingacupofteaand

frowned..



Kaene:What'sup?

Refa:Kegochekile

Kaene:Why?

Refa:Becauseyou'remyfriend,(pushedhim off

andwalkedin)Mxm

Helookedoutsidestillchewingbreadand

closedthedoorturningaroundasRefasaton

thecouchandchangedthechannelputtinghis

AirForceonthecouch.Kaenewhippedhisfoot

offthecouchwithacushionandsatdown..

Kaene:Kanakeaitsegaoyakamrwaitse?

Refa:Chelseatriedtotouchme,idon'teven

knowifshetouchedmeorI'm imaginingitbut

shetouchedme



Kaene:(putdownthecupandlaughedwitha

fistonhismouth)Tellmeyou'rekidding!

Refa:Shedidthatthingtheydoinmovies...She

walkedherfingersonmythighandsherubbed

mydickprint.

Kaene:(laughedandclappedhands)Ohshiti

sowishiwasyourightnow,Sowhatdidyoudo?

Refa:Iwalkedoutnekesaitsegoreketaareng?

Kaene:SootshabaChelsea?Manidon'tblame

you,thatgirlisbeautiful...Ifshetoldmetolick

thefloorI'lljustbendoverandlickituntilshe

saysstop.

Refa:You'remissingthepoint!

Kaene:Alrightletmefocusnow,um....Talkto

hersoshecanstopbeforeitgoestoofaror

youwanttotellChelsea?Ifyoudothenyou

knowsheisout,thewholefamilyoutzonke,

Rabidoesn'tplaylikethat.



Refa:That’swhatworriesme,iwanttohelp

Rona.Heneedsthisbreakfrom payingthebills

andithinkheissuicidalbesidesithinkleene

Chelseaisactinglikethisbecauseofstress.

SheprobablythinksifshegivesmesexI'lltake

careofherandhersonmorewhichisnotthe

case.

Kaene:Doesshecheatalot?

Refa:No,that'swhykerethesituationsheisin

makesherthinkshehastopleasemetoget

help.

Kaene:Uhisee,yahheimaybeyou'rerightbut

thebannakeagothembaMrefas!Ogannekuku

phalaiteaka?

Refa:(laughed)Kaenetsekmonnanxla

Hiseyesfellonsomepaperslyingonthetable

thenhepickedthem upandreadthem..



Refa:You'reapplyingforjobs?

Kaene:Iwanttoleavethefiredepartment,it's

notasfancyasithoughtitwouldbe.

Refa:DoesCivilAviationpaymorethough?

Kaene:Iwanttoworkattheairportandi

appliedfortheforceyesterday

Refa:BDFentshitsedipost?

Kaene:Yeah

Refa:IdoubtRabiwouldallowmetobea

soldierI'dratherapplykoAviation

Kaene:Areyouseriouslygoingtoletherdecide

onthisone?Doyouknowhowmuchyoucan

makeattheforcewithadegree?Andthisis

yourlastchancetoapplyfortheforcebecause

nextyearyouwon'tqualifyagewise.

Refa:It'snotjustthat,I'm justnotpassionate

abouttheforcebecauseihatetrips.Iwanta



stableplacetoworkat

Kaene:I'm goingwherethemoneyis,idon't

careaboutanythingelse.

Refa:I'llapplyforthisone

Kaene:Mybrotherworksthereletmeknow

whenyou'redonesowecandropitofftogether,

I'm onlygoingtogothereisidon'tmakeitko

BDF

Refa:Ok..(stoodup)LetmeupdatemyCV

Kaene:Alright

Refa:Tmanokae?

Kaene:Othathetse,ibeenhearingsexual

noisescomingfrom hisroom ntsekerewae

thugamshaneame

Refa:(laughed)Sharingisaproblem..Cheers

man

Kaene:Sure



Hewalkedoutashisphonerang....

Refa:Hello?

Rona:CanitalktoChelsea?Whyasaarabe

phone?Ibeencallingforanhournow

Refa:I'm atKaene'shousebutI'm heading

homenow

Rona:Nogoshapo,hercalljustcamethrough

Refa:OkShap

Hehungupandgotinthecar.Onthewayhe

tookouthisphoneanddialedOarabile...

Oarabile:(sleepy)Hello?

Refa:Heybabe,didiwakeyou?



Oarabile:(yawning)Hey...Yoursoncriesalot

Refa:Sorry..SobabeneobuileleChelsea

aboutmovinginoranythingrelatedtothat?

Oarabile:Whatdoyoumean?

Refa:Ithoughtyou'llcallherandtellheritold

youthey'removingin,maybetouchonthe

dresscodewhensheishome,hotpants,towels,

thatsortofthing?

Oarabile:(shrunkhereyesangrily)Isshe

wearingminiskirtsandtowelsaroundthehouse?

Refa:No,ofcoursenot...I'm justaskingifyou

talkedabouthermovingin.Ijustthoughtsincei

wasgiventheawarningshewouldprobablybe

toldwhatnottodotoobutit'sfine,shehasn't

reallydoneanything.Iwasjusttryingtomake

sureyoudon'tforget,myassisonthelinetoo

soakebategoreleeneadirephoso.

Oarabile:(sighedrelaxing)Ehe,nnakare

gongwrontshadiropekoo.I'lltalktoherabout



it

Refa:Gosaomanweakerebabe?

Oarabile:No,tabekebualeenereiketile

Refa:Ok,bualeeneandthencallme

Oarabile:Youwantmetotalktohernow?

Refa:Ifyoudon'tmind,andabouthangingher

pantiesinthebathroom.

Oarabile:(shookherhead)Isee,bye

Refa:Babewait,I'm notsayingshedidthat

pleasedon'tmakemeregrettalkingtoyou

aboutthis

Oarabile:Refaiunderstand,whyareyoutense

aboutthis?

Refa:(sighed)Ok,talktoher

Shehungupandhefrownedapproachingan

accidentscene,hefrownedtryingtoseewhat



wasgoingonbutpeopleweresurroundingthe

carassmokecameoutofthecarbonnetofthe

carthathadhitthetreeheadon.Hespedup

andparkedonthesideoftheroad.

Heranthroughthecrowdandstoppedatthe

carstaringatthebrokenwindscreenandthe

bloodgushingoutofthedriverheadwhileitlaid

onthesteeringwheel.Hepulledthehandle

tryingtoopenforthedriverbutthedoor

wouldn'topen..

Refa:Hasanyonecalledthepolice?Oran

ambulance?(lookingatthesmoke)Callthefire

departmentandpleasemoveback

Man:(pullingontheothersideofthecar)I

calledthepolicebutthey'renotanswering...

Man2:(holdingthephone)I'm thephonewith

them....



Refa:(shouted)Someonehelpmetakehim out

ofthecar,thatsmokeisnotlookinggood.

Man:(pullingthehandle)Ihavebeentryingto

openthisalone,thesepeoplearejuststaringat

melikeI'm playing..Thismanisseriously

injuredandwehavetolayhim downonaflat

surface

Refa:Let'sdothat...(tothebystanders)Bagolo

pleasestandback,thereissmokecomingout

ofthebonnet,thiscarmightgoupinflames.

Standback...

Refaandthetwomenpulledthedoorand

finallymanagedtoopenit,theotherman

steppedbackpushingpeopleawaysothey

couldhavespace,meanwhileRefagrabbedthe

man'sshoulderswhiletheotheronegrabbed

hisfeet,theycarriedhim ashortdistancefrom

thecarandlaidhim ontheground.



Refaleanedovercheckinghispulse,theman

slowlygavehim hisphone.

Driver:(lowvoice)PasswordkeShona,please

callmy...

HisvoiceloweredinaudiblyandRefaleaned

overhisface...

Refa:Who?

Hishanddroppedonhischestasthephonefell

off,Refapickeditupandsliditinhisback

pocketthenhepressedhischestdoingCPRas

theothermanhurriedoverandkneltnexttohim.



Him:Areyouanurse?

Refa:(panting)Paramedicsandfiremarshal

Him :Ok,whatcanidotohelp?

Refa:Getthosepeopleawayfrom thecar...

Theyoungmangotupandturnedbutthecar

blewupintoabigflameaspeopledispersed

screaming.Apolicecarwailedoverfollowedby

anambulanceandfiredepartmenttruck.

Refa:(totheyoungman)Moveawaythatfire

truckgaeeme...

Theyoungmandodgedtotheothersideasall

carspulledover,thefirefightersjumpedout

andsurroundedthecartakingoutthefireas

theparamedicsranoverwithastretcher.



Refalookedinthedriver'ssteadyeyesand

slowlypulledhiseyelidsdownthenhestoodup

astheparamedicsdroppedthestretcherand

countedtothreebeforepickinghim.They

checkedhispulseandlookedatoneanother

thenRefa...

Paramedic:Isheyourfriend?

Refa:No,ijustwalkedintoanaccidentandtried

tohelp.

Theycarriedhim totheambulanceasRefa

approachedthefirefighters,withoutuniform

andunabletohelp.Hestoodbythetruckwith

thedriverandwatchedasthefirewentdown

completely...



AtRefa'sHouse...

MeanwhileChelsealaidonherstomach

tanglingherfeettogetherandlaughedtalkingto

thephone...

Chelsea:Istillcan'tbelieveyouwerethat

worried...IpromiseI'llneverleavemyphonein

thebedroom.

Rona:Iwashurt,whenwearenottogetheryou

havetocheckyourphoneregularly

Chelsea:Iknow,I'm sorry...(Oarabile'scall

camethrough)Rabiiscalling

Rona:Callme

Chelsea:Bye(shehungupandpicked)Hello?

Oarabile:Hicousiewee,what'syourtakeon

walkingaroundthehousewithatowel



Herheartskippedsomuchshesatuprightand

putherhandoverherchest.

Chelsea:Ididn'tmeanto-

Oarabile:Ijustpreferyoudon'twearatowel

aroundtheHous-youdidn'tmeantowhat?

Chelsea:Ididn'tmeantomakehim

uncomfortablewiththetowelinthebathroom,

it'snotmine.KeyagaRJ,icanneverwalk

aroundwithatowelknowingthereisanother

maninthehouse.Totatodayiwasunfolding

thingsandI'm notevendone,don'tworryabout

it.Notowels,noshortsanddefinitelyno

pantiesinthebathroom.Ilockthedoorwhen

I'm bathingandiknockbeforeienter,

everythingisfinelove

Oarabile:(smiled)Alright,howisRJ?



Chelsea:Heisfine,Akwanaboughthim clothes

butnowidon'tknowhowiwillgetthem.

Oarabile:Shecanputthem inabus.

Chelsea:Yeah(thedoorunlockedandRefa's

footstepsapproached)Ronaiscalling

Oarabile:Bye

ShehungupandsteppedoutbutRefaclosed

thebedroom doorandshesighedholdingher

hips..

Chelsea:You'resuchachild,iwasplayingwith

youandyoutellRabi?Whatexactlydidyoutell

her?

Refa:Chelseanotnow,ijustsawahorrible

accidentattheroad

Chelsea:You'reunbelievable,ekareke

tshamekalewenaaboobualeRabi?



Refa:(sighedandrubbedhishead)Chelsea

please...Getawayfrom mydoor,I'lltalktoyou

inthemorning.Keagokopa,thogoyameea

opaplease

Shesighedandgotinherroom,Refatookoff

hisclothesandwentforashower.

Minuteslaterhewalkedbackinthebedroom

wipinghimselfwithatowel,aphonewithan

unfamiliarringtonerangandhecontinued

wipinghimselfknowingitwasprobably

Chelsea'sphonebutitrangoverandoveruntil

hepausedwiththetowelonhisfaceand

lookedathispants..

Refa:Shit!



Hedroppedthetowelandsearchedhispants,

hecameoutwithaphonefrom theaccident

andrubbedhisheadlookingattheincoming

videocall.

Refa:(picked)Hello,hi.Theownerofthi-

Man:Meetmeatthegate,now

Refa:I'm sorry,theownerof-

Man:RefaBanda?I'm atyourgate,don'tmake

mecomeinthereifyoureallyloveyourfamily.I

justwentthroughyourFacebookaccount.Itsa

verybeautifulfamilyyougot,congratulationson

thebaby.Busaphoneeo...

ThecallgotdisconnectedasRefa'sheart

pounded,"MypasswordisShona,pleasecall

my..."herememberedandenteredthe

password.Notsurewhathewaslookingforhe



clickedonthegalleryandthevideoontop.His

mouthdroppedandheslowlysatdownashis

kneesgotweak.

Hisheartpoundedsohardhecouldhearit

throughhisears,thecallcamethroughagain

andhequicklyputonat-shirtandpants.

Herushedoutandrantothegatewhereacar

wasparking,hesteppedoverandslidhishand

inthecarhandingoverthephone.

Man:Getinside

Refa:No,I'm good

Man:Itwasn’taquestion

Refagotinthepassengerseatandclosedthe



door,themanlockedthecarandreversed...

Refa:Ididn'tseeanything,iwalkedintoan

accidentandhelpedaguyididn’tknow.Before

dyinghewastryingtotellmesomethingbuthe

didn'tgetachancetosayevenasingleword.

Man:Yeah?Tellthattomyboss.

Themandialedonhisphone...

Man:Sir?Itrackeddownthephone...***…..I'm

onmywaytherewithhim.Bye

HehungupandglancedatRefabeforedriving

calmly...

*

*



*

*

*
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AtOarabile'sHouse...

OnthesamenightOarabileturnedthebabyto

theothersideandappliedabitofVaselineon

hisnostrilsthenshedialedRefa'snumberto

updatehim aboutherconversationwith

Chelseabuttherewasstillnoanswer.

SheloggedinFacebooktodistractherselffora

fewminutesandcalledhim again...



Chelsea:Hello?

Oarabile:Uhu...CanitalktoRefa?

Chelsea:Idon'tknowwhereheis.

Oarabile:CanyoupleasestopplayingMadicurl

Chelsea:ShehI'm tellingyouthetruth,Refais

nothere.Iheardhisphoneringinginthe

bedroom aboketakeipotsawhyasaarabe

Oarabile:Chelseaifyoucontinueplayingme

likethatiwillnotbehappyaboutyourpresence

there,akonneonnaseriousgakemo

tshamekonggoloha.

Chelsea:I'm reallytiredofyouthinkingyou're

thebossofeveryone,justbecauseRefais

helpingusdoesn'tmeanyouhavetothreaten

meineveryconversation.Kooreyounevercall

justtosaysomethingpositive.Youcalledand

settheboundaries,calledagaintogiveme

rulesofwhatishouldwearandshouldn'twear,

nowI'm wronggoreerekeutwaphoneellaabo



kearaba.Ionlyansweredbecauseicouldtell

itsyouandijustwantedtotellyouwhatis

goingon.Ijustheardthephoneringingover

andover,iwantedtoletyouknowthatheisnot

here.

Oarabile:Butwhatareyoudoinginthe

bedroom onthefirstplace?Totadilotse

dingwekelogic,whyenterRefa'sbedroom?

MpheRefammakebueleene

Chelsea:Itoldyouidon'tknowmaybehewent

totheneighbourskanaoilekaegakeitse.I

wouldn'tknowwherehesleepsbecauseit'smy

firsttimeinhishouse.Maybeheusuallysleeps

somewhereclosebyeverynightbecausehe

tookabath.

Oarabile:Mxm didyoureallyhavetosayall

that?Refadoesn'tcheat,kerayahaelegore

you'resayingalthattospoilmymood.I'm sure

thereisbetterexplanation



Chelsea:Thensleep,whyareyouworriedand

callingathousandtimes?I'm sorryieven

answered.

Shehungup,Oarabilelaidonhertummytyping

him amessage...

Oarabile:(text)Ican'tbelieveallthistimeihave

beenthinkingyou'refaithfulkanteyou're

sleepingaroundandsleepingout.Whyam inot

surprised,thisisthesamemanwhosleptwith

myentirefamily.Haveanicelifewithyour

girlfriend,atleastyoudidn'tpickmycousin.

Shelaiddownforafewminutesthentyped

anotheronestillburningwithanger...

Oarabile:(text)It'sreallyfunnyhowaguycan



pesteryoukaiwantachildeverydaythenwhen

yougivehim ababyheshitsonyou.I'm going

tobeatthatbitch,tellhertorunwhenshesees

me.

Sheputthephonedownandlaiddownastears

filledhereyesthenshetypedcrying..

Oarabile:Bythewayireallyloveyouandno,i

wouldn'tfightanywomanevenificatchyou

twoinbediwouldneverfightbecauseihave

learneditthehardway.Imadeyourparents

hatemebyfightingsoiwillneverloseanything

becauseofmyreaction.Ifanythingiwillletyou

bewithawomanyouloveandlivemylifewith

thepainoflosingyou.IguessI'm notmeantto

beloved.Pleaseuseprotection.Goodnight

Sheputthephonedownandcoveredherface



withablanketcrying...

ArRefa'sHouse....

MeanwhileChelseaputdownhisphoneand

wenttoherroom whereshelaiddownworriedly.

Shelaidthereforaboutanhourwaitingforhim

andeverytimesheheardmovementsoutside

she'dgotothewindowandcheck...

Hourspassedwhileshestaredatthewatch,it

wasclearhewashavinganaffairclosebyand

forsomereasonhim leavingheraloneinthe

housetosleepwithanotherwomanfelt

unbelievablypainful.Sopainfulevenshewas

surprisedastearsfilledhereyes.Clearlyhe

didn'tfeelanythingforhertotheextentof

complainingaboutittoOarabile.



SheblinkedoffhertearsandclickedonRona

andRJspictures,asmilestartedonherlipsas

shewatchedRonaandRJkickingaball.She

stoppedthevideoandcalledhim...

Rona:(sleepy)Hello?

Chelsea:Hey,imissyou

Rona:Atthistimeofthenight?(laughed)Go

backtosleep

Chelsea:(laughed)Ican'tstopthinkingabout

you

Rona:Imissyoutoo,howiseverything?Areyou

comfortablethere?

Chelsea:Yes,Refaisrarelyhomeevennowhe

left,hetookabathoaboatswabutitlookslike

hewentclosebybecauseneasakgabagapeo

togetsephone.



Rona:Really?(laughed)Refawakukuna?I

wouldhaveknown,mybrotherdoesn'tcheat.

Chelsea:Butheisunlessthereisabetter

explanation.IbileRabiwasharassingmefor

pickingthephone

Rona:Youshouldn'thaveansweredhisphone,

whatifhewasgoingtolieabouthis

whereabouts?

Chelsea:Soishouldhelphim lie?

Rona:No,youshouldn'tbeinvolvedinevery

littlething.

Chelsea:Ok,ihadalreadydecidednottobe

involvedbecauseitseemsRabidoesn'ttrust

me.

Rona:Butkemotsetsisoit'sunderstandable

thatshefeelsabitinsecure,nowyouhaveto

proveherwrong.

Chelsea:Iguessso,goodnight



Rona:Goodnight,thanksforcalling.

Chelsea:Bye

Shehungupandlaiddown...

AttheBandafamilyhome...

Bandaputhisarm aroundhiswifeandmoved

closertoher..

Him:Areyousleeping?

Her:Notyet

Him :Refa'ssonhasbeenborn,heisin

GaboroneandRabi'sauntishelpingherout.

Whenisthebesttimeforustovisithim?

Her:Idon'twanttogothere,idon'tlikethatgirl

formyson.Sheistoooldfoehim.



Him:I'm talkingaboutthesonnothismother,

wearetalkingaboutourgrandchildren

Her:Idon'ttrustthatgirlnotevenalittle,that

childmightbefrom herfirstbornsfather.Iwill

visitherwhenI'm surethebabyishis.

Shefoldedapillowandlaidherheaddown...

AtRefa'sHouse....

Thenextmorningaround5am anSSGland

cruiserstoppedatthegateandtheofficer

sittinginthefrontturnedback.

Him:Kegonehaakere?

Sittinginthebackwithuniformedofficersone



ofthem holdingagunRefagotupandjumped

down.

Refa:Thanksfortheride

Officers:Sure

Frontofficer:(smiled)Osafeakere?

Refa:(laughed)Yes,thankyou

Theyreversedanddroveoffthenhewalked

towardsthehousestillindisbelief.Heknocked

onthedoorandtherewasnoresponse.

AfterknockingonChelsea'swindowseveral

timeshewentbacktothedoorandwaitedas

sheopenedthedoorandlookedathim once

withoutasingleword,sheturnedtoherroom

ashewalkedbehindher.



Refa:Goodmorning

Chelsea:(lowvoice)Dumelarra

Sheclosedherselfinthebedroom andhesat

onthebedclickingonhisphone.Heread

Oarabile'smessagesandtriedcallingherbut

shedidn'tanswer,hecalledheraunt...

AuntDoris:Hello?

Refa:Goodmorning,,I'm tryingtocallRabibut

sheisn'tansweringherphone.Mayitalktoher?

Aunt:Holdon

Oarabile:(sighed)Hello?

Refa:Hey...Um..Icanexplainwhyididn’t

answerthephonelastnight.Onmywayfrom

Kaene'shouseisawanaccidentontheroad,



thepolicehadnotarrivedbathoneba

kgobokanyetengsoabekethusadriverwa

teng.Duringallthatdramaabeantshaphone,

akeitsegorennearewarengbuthelost

consciousnesswhiletalkingabeketsenya

phoneyagagwemopateng.Icontinuedhelping

him untiltheambulancecame.Nekelebetse

completelykaphoneandicamehomekayone.

Someonecalledabataphoneareheisatthe

gate,iwenttheretogivethem thephonebutit's

liketheysuspectediknewtheguywhoiwas

withhim.Iwasinterrogatedthewholenight,

detectivestakingturnsonmewithquestions

wantingtoknowifiknewhim orifisaw

anythingonthephone.Istucktomystorygorei

didn’tseeanythingandidon'tknowtheguy.

Theyonlyreleasedmeinthemorningand

apologisedexplainingthatthey'rejustdoing

theirdutyandtheguywasacriminal.Iwas

droppedoffatthegatekakoloiyamaSSGthe

oneswhoaskedmequestionsidon'tknowifke



maCIDorDISoranyofthissecretagency....I

reallydon'tknowiwasuncomfortableandi

spentthewhilenightsittingonthechairke

botswathesamequestionsoverandoveragain.

Oarabile:AndI'm supposedtobelievethat

story,doyouevenbelieveityourself?You

shouldhavecomeupwithsomethingbetter.Ha

oletsekobonyatsingbuahelagoreneoile

bonyatsingolesegontshemasehema.

Sheslowlygotupandclosedthedoorsoher

auntwouldn'thearher...

Oarabile:Imeanhonestly,am isupposedto

believethat?

Refa:ObatakerengRabi?I'm tellingyouthe

truthandyouthinkI'm lying?

Oarabile:Stopcallingme.



Shehungupandhedialedhernumber...

Oarabile:Refacanyoupleaseleavemealone?

Refa:Thelastthingineedrightnowisgetting

judged.IknowitsoundscrazybutI'm telling

youthetruth.TotankalalanagengChelseaale

tengkeitsegoreomaaka?Ifiwantedtocheat

onyouiwouldhavedonealongtimeagoand

youwouldn'tevenknowaboutit.Idon'tneedto

leavemyphonetocheatbecauseicanjusttell

whoeveritisaboutyouandfreelytalktoyouin

herpresence.

Oarabile:Sothat'swhatyou'regoingtosay?

Bragabouthowgoodyou'reatcheating?Oitse

gorekeengjustleavemealone.You'renot

evensorryforwhatyoudid.Whycan'tyou

admitwhereyouwereandstopcreatingstories

thatdon'tmakesense..OntsayamothogoRefa



Shehungupandhecalledagainwalkingtothe

bathroom wherehefilledthetubandwentto

gethisshirtforwork.

Refa:Idon'tknowwhyyoukeephangingupon

me,you'rebeingachildrightnowandyou're

annoyingme

Oarabile:Refaoletsekae?

Refa:Kegoarabegakae?

Oarabile:Refaoletsekae?

Refa:Oarabiletshelakegobolelelagorelong

distancerelationshipgaebateattitudeyagago

eo,ihavetoldyouthetruthinsteadofbelieving

meandaskingmeifI'm okoranythingelse

concerningwhatijusttoldyouyou'redoingthe

opposite.HonestlyI'm sickofyourshit.Believe

whatyouwant



Oarabile:Don'tcallmeunlessyou'rereadyto

tellmethetruth

Refa:Don'texpectmycallbecauseitoldyou

everythingyouneedtoknow.

Hehungupandsighedsittingonthecouch

rubbinghisfacefrustratedly,Chelseawalked

outofthebedinhernightdressandleaned

againstthewalllookingathim.Hestillhadhis

watchonandhiswhitevest,hisarmswere

definedandwhenhetookabreathandnoticed

shewasstandingtherehesighed..

Refa:Didiwakeyou?

Chelsea:Iwasalreadyup...Andforwhatit's

worthibelieveyou

Refa:Thanks



Shewalkedoverslowlyandhisheartstarted

poundingagain,thistimeshesatonhislapand

lookedrightintohiseyesassheputherarms

onhisshoulders.Thewarmthofherpussy

penetrateddownhispantsandhisdick

hardenedasheleanedbackonthecouch

holdingherslim waistawayfrom himself...

Refa:(swallowed)Chelseakenalelebakakesa

haversexyoucan'tplaywithmelikethat,it

punishesme-

Shepulleduphernightdressanddroppediton

thefloorasherbreastspointedrightathim,

theylookedsogoodyou'dswearsheneverhad

ababy.SheleanedoverandFrenchkissedhim

again,thistimehekissedbackputtinghis

handsonherwaistcaressinguptoherbreasts

astheotherhandsqueezedthefleshofher



breast..

Stillsittingonhislapshehelpedhim pullouthis

vestandpulledoverhisheadkissinghim asher

fellovertheirheads.Hegrabbedherhairatthe

backofherheadandkissedherhard.Hegotup

carryingherandwalkedtothebedroom where

helaidheronthebedandkissedher,herpussy

throbbedasheslidhishandinhisboxerbriefs

anddroppedhishardblackDonhertummy.

Hishandreachedbetweenherlegsand

touchedherwetslitthenhegrabbedhisD

directingittoherwetpinkflesh,hekissedher

sweepinghermouthwithhistongueashe

forcedhiswholemeantinside,sheflinched

pushinghischestandhegrabbedherwrist

punningittothebedandlookedinhereyesas

he#removed...

*



*

*

*

*
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ThedooropenedandRJwalkedin,Refapushed

heroffandputapillowoverhisdickasChelsea

pulledanotherpillowoverherself..

Chelsea:HeyRJ,gotosleep...

RJ:I'm hungry

Chelsea:Ok,I'm coming.Go...Closethedoor

Refareachedforhispantsandslidhisfeet



insideasChelseagrabbedhisarm pullinghim

backtobed..

Chelsea:Heisgone,whyareyouputtingon

yourclothes?

Refa:(pulledawayhisarm)Emapele..

Hegrabbedthetowelandlockedhimselfinthe

bathroom,hepacedupanddownbeforesitting

ontheedgeofthetubandputtingthetowel

overhisface,histearswetthetowelashe

frownedpressingitoverhisface...

Chelseaapproachedthedoorandtriedtoopen

butitwaslocked..

Chelsea:Refa?Refa?Canwebathtogether?I

gaveRJabottleofmilkheislyingdownhewill



fallasleep.

Refa:I'm notbathingwithyou..

Hegotinthetubandtookabathbeforewalking

inhisbedroom andgettingdressed.

Minuteslaterheleftwithoutagoodbye..

AtOarabile'sHouse...

LaterthatmorningOarabileslowlywalkedinthe

bathroom andsatonthetoilet,intheprivacyof

thetoiletsheputthetpoverherfacecrying.It

wasn'tjustthethoughtofhim sleepingoutbut

knowingforafacthedidn'tuseacondom

becausehewasjustthekindthatneverusesa

condom.Thepainofherstitchesgotworseas

shecoughedcrying,asifshewastearingthem



apartthepaincoveredherwholevulvaandshe

gaspedholdinginhertearsandbreathing

slowlyandgently....

ShetookoutherphoneloggedinFacebook,the

frownonherfacedroppedasshecameacross

apostinaFacebookgroup,sheclickedonthe

post.

"Peopleweneedtobecarefulwhenthereisan

accident,solastnighttherewasahorrible

accidentjustafterturnyaBDFandpeoplewere

justsurroundingacaruntilitblewupinflames.

Onlythreemenweretryingtotellpeopletostep

back.Leratagobonaletaaswaesenako.The

driverofthecarwasapparentlyrunningfrom

thepoliceandhitthetree.Ijo"

Sheclickedonthepicturesandsighedinrelief



lookingatapictureofRefaandtheotherguy

carryingthedriver.Tearsofjoyfilledhereyes

andshedialedhim.

InRona'scar...

MeanwhileRonaglancedathisphone,itwas

Rabi.Helookedatthemirrorsandpulledoutof

theroadparkingunderthetreethenhetooka

deepbreathandpicked...

Rona:(softly)Hey

Oarabile:BabeI'm sorryfornotbelievingyou,i

don'tknowhowicouldhavebeensostupid.

Yousaidahorribleaccidentsoofcourseit

wouldtrendonFacebookoratleastmakeitto

thenews.Ishouldhavejustwaittohearabout

itinsteadofaccusingyou.



Histhroatdriedtogetherwithhislips,he

grabbedthesteeringwheeltightlyandlooked

upclenchingteethandpunchedthesteering

wheeloverandover.Hehungupandcovered

hisfacetearfully...

Refa:(tearfully)Fuck,shit!Whatiswrongwith

me!

Hegrabbedabottleofwateranddrunkas

Oarabilecalled,hetookadeepbreathand

picked...

Refa:Hello

Oarabile:Hi,sorryphoneneecuttile.I'm really

sorryforscreamingatyouthismorning.Ijust

havetrustissues,iknowineedtoworkonthat.



Refa:(sadly)Rabiifididsomethingbad,

somethingreallybadlikeifimessedupthe

besticangetoutofasituationkeeng?

Oarabile:Whatdoyoumean?

Refa:(sadly)Idon'tknowhowtotellyouthis,it

happenedsofast...Imessedupreallybad.

Oarabile:Refawhatisit?

Refa:Whenwefinishedtalkingthismorning,i

washurtandChelseawasstandingthere

lookingatme...

Oarabile:(hermouthtrembledastearsblurred

hereyes)Refapleaseno....

Refa:(tearfully)Shesatonmylapandshe

kissedme(Rabi'stearrandownhercheek)I

don'tknowwhatiwasthinking...(heranoutof

wordsasRabi'sshookherheadtearfully)And

thenithappened



Heswallowedandlickedhisdrylips...

Refa:I'm tellingyoubecauseifeelverysad,i

feelguiltybecauseihadpromisedmyselfI'd

neverbethatkindofaman.Wedidn'teven

finish,ididn'tcum anditwasn'tgoodbecausei

knewiwaswrong

Oarabile:Didyouuseprotection?

Refa:Ithappenedsofastididn’tthinkabouti

wasinabadspace-

Oarabile:(tearfully)Gasegoreretogelanehela

ga1nerra

Refa:Pleasedon't

Oarabile:Whatdoyouwantmetodo?Because

clearlyyoucan'tcontrolyourselfandtheworst

thingisyouneveruseacondom andyou're

doingallthesewithmyfamily...Thepeoplei



grewupwith...Howdoyouthinkifeel?What

haveidonetoyouforyoutohurtmelikethis

andyouwaituntilkennamotsetsiforyoutodo

allthesewhy?

Refa:Thistimegakenadefense,I'm just

disappointedinmyselfbecauseididn’tthinkI'd

everdothis.

Oarabile:(rubbedhereyesandsighed)Kego

boleletseakeregoreotilegorobalaChelsea?

Refa:Ee

Oarabile:Aboonthaaoreng?

Refa:Keregaekake

Oarabile:(calmly)Well,iwon'taskheranything

neitherwillihurtRona,youtwowillsortout

everythingI'm justtakingmyselfoutofthissex

chainbecauseihavechildrentothinkabout.I

haveschool...(tearsstartedagain)KooreRefa

youjustwantmetofailmysemestero

ntshodisangwanaaboorobalalenkgonne,



Chelseaislikeasistertome.Wenaorobalale

eneinourhouse...Kooreit'slikeyoucan'tsee

howmuchihavesacrificedtogiveyouthis

baby.Ididn’thaveto,iwasn'tinahurry,

Bambinonekemotsholelawenabecauseneo

lelakangwanaeveryday.Nowyou're

destroyingthefamilyheissupposedtohave.

Kooreoitsegoregothatajangforngwanayo

batsadibagagwebasengmmogo?Osotile

ngwanakebutit'sok.I'llbefine.Ihavedoneit

beforeicandoitagain.Theonlythingiwant

from youistocontinuesupportingyourchildren

orchild,whateveryoudecideisfine.Iwon't

forceyou.Bye

Refa:Rabi-

Shehungupandheleanedoverwithhishands

overhisface...



AtOarabile'sHouse...

MeanwhileOarabile'sfrownedashereyes

welled,sheputherhandoverhermouthcrying

silentlyuntilsheburstintotearsfacingup...

Oarabile:Mama?Mama?Mama?Mama?My

hearthurts....

Herauntwalkedinandhuggedherpressingher

headonherstomachwhileshecriedsittingon

thetoiletwithherarmsaroundheraunt's

waist...

Oarabile:Uhhhhh.....Auntmyheartishurting...

Itsverypainful...RefasleptwithChelsea

AuntDoris:(tearfully)I'm sorry....



Oarabile:Ican'tbreathe...(gaspedpullingher

aunt'sskirt)Ican'tbreathuhpeloyamee

bothoko...

Natasharanoverandstoodatthebathroom

doorcryingasOarabilebrokedowncrying

holdingontoheraunt.

AuntDoris:Letmecallhisbrothersowecan

takeyoutothehospital

Oarabile:No,I'm fine...Idon'twantmybabyat

thehospitalasalwale.I'llbefine..Mphemetsi

kenwe

HerauntrushedouttakingNatashawithher,

Oarabilemassagedherchestandpunched

herselftryingtogetridofthepainonherchest

buteverybreathshetookseemedtobetaking



somethingfrom herasshebegunwhizzing,her

auntwalkedinandhandedheraglassofwater

butshefelloffthetoiletseat.Dorisdroppedthe

glassandcaughtherheadbeforeitcouldhit

thefloor....

AuntDoris:(calmly)Rabi?Nana?Seikutuse

bothokokamonnangwanaka,baogaba

ikanngwe.

Shelaidheronthefloorandfixedherclothes,

Refacalledandshepicked..

AuntDoris:Kekopaonameoemejalopele

please,tanki

Shehungupandwetawashingragthenshe

putitoverherforehead,chestandneck...



AuntDoris:(calmly)Rabi?Rabi?

Wonderingwhythewetclothwasn'tworking,

sheplacedherhandonherheartandquickly

dialedRotlhe...

Rotlhe:Hello?

AuntDoris:KeAuntieDoris

Rotlhe:Iknowisavedyournumber

AuntDoris:Oarabilecollapsed,ineedtotake

hertothehospital.Idon'tknowthecitycanyou

helpher

Rotlhe:I'llbetherewithacabin5minutes...

MinuteslaterRotlhehurriedinandcarriedher

tothecabasauntDoriswalkedoutholdingthe



newborninablanketandNatashaontheother

hand.

*

*

*

*
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Atthehospital...



Oarabileslowlyopenedhereyestothehospital

ceilingandsheturnedherheadlookingather

aunttalkingtothedoctor...

Oarabile:Auntie?BambinoleNatashabakae?

Theybothturnedlookingatherandwalkedover,

thedoctorlowerhereyelidexaminingher,she

putonastethoscopeandcheckedherheart...

Doctor:Hifriend,howareyoufeeling?

Oarabile:IthinkI'm fine...auntiewhereis

BambinoandNatasha?

AuntDoris:They’reoutsidewithRotlhe

Doctor:Iwasjustexplainingtoyourmother

thatyou'refine,youcollapsedbecauseofthe



suddenchangeinyourbloodpressure.It

happensalotwhenwereceiveshockingnews

orverybadnews....

Oarabile:Soicangohomenow?

Doctor:Notyet,yourbloodpressureisstillhigh

butificheckitandfindthatithasdroppedthen

I'llletyougohome.Yourauntexplainedwhat

happenedsoasocialworkerwillcometalkto

you.

Oarabile:Thankyou

ShewalkedoutasAuntDorisapproachedher

bedandfixedherhair...

AuntDoris:Areyouok?

Oarabile:I'm justembarrassed,it's

embarrassing

AuntDoris:Youdon'thavetobeembarrassed



infrontofme,I'm oldandihaveseenworse..

Oarabile:Ok...

MeanwhileoutsideRotlhesatbythechairs

holdingthenewbornwhileNatashaplayedon

thegreengrassafewfeetfrom him.Hetook

outhisphoneandcalledhisbrother....

Refa:Hello?

Rotlhe:I'm atthehospitalsittingonthechairs

outsideholdingyourlessthanaweekoldbaby

andwatchingyourdaughterbecauseyou

decidedtohurtsomeone,nowihavetoleave

mygirlfriendandcometakecareofyourfamily,

ex-family...

Refa:Whathappened?

Rotlhe:Oarabilecollapsedandherauntis

insidesoI'm outsidewiththekids.Icouldbe



readingbecauseihaveatesttomorrowbutmy

bigbrotherhadtodisturbthat.

Refa:Holdon

Hehungup..

Rotlhe:(sighed)great....Mxm...Natashacome

here,don'ttouchdirty...Comesithere...

Natashasteppedonthechairandstarted

plaitingthelittleafroontopofhisfadehaircut...

Natasha:I'm plaitingyounicenicedon'tmove

yourheadorislapyou

Rotlhe:(laughed)Don'tpulltoohard

Hefixedthebaby'sblanketandsighedlooking



atthedoorimpatiently...

AtRefa'sOffice...

MeanwhileRefawalkedoutsideandaroundthe

buildingwherethemorningsunshined,he

steppedonthepavementhipanddialledhim...

Rotlhe:Hello?

Refa:Issheok?

Rotlhe:Idon'tknowI'm outside,whywouldyou

sleepwithChelsea?Imeanreally,ofallthegirls

youcouldhavepickedinMaunChelseawasthe

bestyoucouldget?I'llnevertrustyou,

Refa:Youdon'tknowwhathappened,

Rotlhe:(angrily)Soyoudidn'tsleepwith

Chelsea?(hekeptquiet)You'reunbelievable,i



willnevertrustyounomatterwhat,infactihate

youforhurtingRonalikethat.Areyoumaking

him payforyourhelp?Isthatthepricehehasto

payinordertoreceiveyourhelp?

Refa:Shestartedit,Ididn'tdoanythingtoher,

shekissedme,shediditallbyherself

Rotlhe:You'resick!

Natasha:Don'tmoveyourheadtoomuch

Rotlhe:(stoppedmovinghishead)Andifit

wasn'tforthesekidsiwouldinsultyou.You

knowwhatRonahasbeenthrough,weallknow

whathehasbeenthrough.Heisinthehospital

forheavensake!Heisprobablygoingtolose

hisjobandyoutakeawaytheonlythingthat

couldmakehim happy,Whydoyouhavetohurt

him?

Refa:(hesatonthepavementhipandpickeda

sticktracing)Don'ttellhim anything.....Itwasa

momentofweaknessandiwon'tletithappen



again.Nobodyathomehastoknowaboutthis.

Rotlhe:You'renotaskingmetokeepyourdirty

littlesecret,I'm notdoingthattomybrother.

Forgetit!

HehungupandRefacalledagain...

Rotlhe:What?

Refa:It'snotaboutme,thinkaboutthedamage

thiscoulddotothewholefamily.Ronawillkill

mebutthat'sfineright?Ifuckedupthat'sok

butwhathappensafter?Thenwhat?Howwill

thefamilybe,howdoyouthinkdadisgoingto

reactwhenhefindsout?Heisgoingtokillme,i

knowhesetthatoneruleforus-

Rotlhe:Andyetyoustillcrossedtheline,which

makesmewonder.Howmanyofmygirlfriends

haveyousleptwith?Becauseclearlyyou



haven'tbeenfollowingthisonebrotherhood

pact,don'tsleepwithyourbrother'sgirlfriendor

ex's....Verysimple

Refa:Idon'texpectyoutounderstandthe

pressureiwasin,Chelseawasn'ttakingnoneof

that,shewasontop

Rotlhe:Bullshit,ifyouwantedtostopheryou

couldhave,youlovedeverystrokeshegave,

you'reunbelievable.Ican'tbelieveyou'reasking

metolieforyou.

Refa:Fine,goaheadandhurthim unnecessarily.

I'm donewithChelsea,idon'tloveherigot

temptedandfuckedupI'm notgoingbackthere

again,youcanmakeallthesegoawaybutjust

keepingquiet.Gothelelethisdoesnothaveto

beknowninMaun.

Rotlhe:Ican'tbelieveyou'reusingmelikethis

Refa:I'm sorrythatihavetoaskyouthis,iknow

ithurtsyoubutipromiseyou,itwon'thappen



again.

Rotlhe:Whatareyougoingtodotomakesureit

doesn'thappen?Areyougoingtokickthem out?

Refa:Wouldn'tthatmakehim wonder?

Rotlhe:Thinkofsomethingsotheycanleave

Refa:Andgowhere?

Rotlhe:Theycangohome,Felacanusea

bedroom inthemainhousewhiletheyusethe

servant'squarters

Refa:TherearetenantsthereFelastaysinthe

mainhouse

Rotlhe:Sowhatareyougoingtodo?Because

Rabileeneitdoesn'tmatterifshedoesn'twant

you,outofrespecthelaforwhatyouhadmust

Chelseaatswemoo

Refa:KanannakgangyamekegoreRonaka

gomorayakereng?Kanayoucan'tjustchase

peoplemustgonnelereasonandavalidone



forthatmatter.

Rotlhe:Iwasjustsuggesting,you'llseewhatto

doandihopethisistheonlysecretimustkeep

becauseI'm notyoursecretbox,anythingafter

thisI'm telling

Refa:Iunderstand,letmetalktoNatasha

Natasha:Hello?

Refa:MsBandahey

Natasha:Daddymamawascryingandthen

shefellonthegroundandsheclosedhereyes

Heswallowedhardandrubbedhishead

standingup...

Refa:Sheisgoingtobefine,thedoctorisgoing

togivemedicine

Natasha:Ok



Refa:Iloveyouokprincess

Natasha:Okbyebye,Bambinoissleeping.Heis

alwayssleeping

Refa:(laughed)Itmeansheisgrowingup,bye

Natasha:(kissedherhandblowingkisses)

Mxwamxwa

Refa:(laughed)Arethosemykisses?Ijust

caughtthem andputthem onmycheek

Natasha:(giggled)Yes(touchedthebaby's

mouthandblow)Bambinokissedyoutoo

Refa:(laughed)Icaughthislittlekisstoo,bye

baby

Natasha:Bye

Hehungupandsighedthoughtfully...

AtRefa'sHouse...



LaterthatafternoonChelseawalkedtothe

kitcheninhershortsandbra,acarstopped

outsideandshesmilednaughtily.Shestoodby

thesinkandsexilywashedacup..

Rona:(cardoorclosed)Ithinkso!Bye

Herheartskipped,shedroppedthecupinthe

sinkandmovedthecurtainstomakesureshe

heardthatright.Ronaapproachedthedoorin

crutches...Sheranacrossthefloorandslipped

fallingonherbuttbeforehittingherheadonthe

floor.

Heartpoundingshegotuprubbingherhead

andranintothebedroom wheresheputon

sweatpantsandat-shirtthenshegrabbedthe



broom andbegunsweeping,herbloodwasstill

rushingandyeahthethrillofhavingbothofthis

brothersinthesamehousewasunimaginable..

Thedooropenedandhewalked,sheturned

surprisedand,droppedthebroom fallinginto

hisarms...

Chelsea:(smiled)Whatanicesurprise...RJis

goingtobesohappytoseeyou,imissedyou

Sheputherarmsuphisshouldersandkissed

kissedhim,hedroppedtheothercrutchand

heldherwaitskissingher..

Rona:Refaisstillatworkright?

Chelsea:(naughtilybitherlowerlip)Yeah..



Hekissedherhardandslippedhishandinher

panties,sheslowlygotonherkneesandpulled

downhispantsstrokinghim thenshegraced

him withhersoftwarm tongueashegroaned

holdingupthist-shirt...

Rona:Fuuuck...

Sheworkedonhim forafewminutesthenhe

grabbedahandfulofherhairpullingherupas

hestaggeredbackandpushedhertothecouch,

shekneltlyingherchestonthecouchleaving

herassupontheair,hesmackedherassand

rubbedhermeatyvulvaasherwetnessgreased

hisfinger.

HegrabbedhisblackDandsmackedher



entranceacoupleoftimesthenhe#removed

*

*

ThedooropenedandRefawalkedinasChelsea

rodehisgruntingbrother,shepausedbut

unabletocontrolhiscum Ronapulledherneck

overhischestandfilledherup.Refaclosedthe

doorandturnedaround...

Hesatinthecarforafewminutesashisheart

pounded,hisphonerangandhepickedclearing

histhroat..

Refa:Hello?

Rona:Heyman,sorryaboutthat.Ithought-

Refa:It'sfine,iunderstand.

Rona:Tsena...



Refa:Ok

HehungupandwalkedinasChelseafixedthe

couch,shepickedthebroom byhisfeetand

playfullygrabbedhisdickashepassedbyher,

hequicklypushedoffherhandandwalked

towardshisroom asRonawalkedoutofthe

theirroom..

Chelseapausedandwatchedthem shoulder

bumpingandchatting,shesighedwithasmirk

onherfaceandturnedaroundsweeping.

Refa:Howisyourfoot?

Rona:Itwillbeok,atleastthisoneisok

Refa:Yeah,awheelchairwouldhavebeen

worse

Rona:Yeah



Refa'sphonerang...

Refa:Hello?

Oarabile:Imissedyourcalls

Refa:(toRona)Shap

Hewalkedinhisroom andclosedthedoorthen

hesatontheedgeofthebed..

Refa:Howareyoufeeling?

Oarabile:Muchbetter,whowereyoutalkingto?

KeeneChelsea

Refa:No,keRona.

Oarabile:Soyou'regoingtocontinuewithyour

livingarrangement?



Refa:Iwouldn'tknowwhatreasontogiveRona

forthesuddenchangeofplans.

Oarabile:(lipstrembledwithtearsinhereyes)

Ok,iunderstand.Whydidyoucall?

Refa:Can'tweworkthisout?

Oarabile:(tearfully)Pleasedon'tevercallmeif

ithasnothingtodowiththechildren.Iwasn't

sureaboutmydecisionbutnowI'm 100%surei

don'twantyou.HowcanyouthinkI'dbeOK

withyoutwostillstayingtogether?

Refa:Idon'thaveachoic-

Oarabile:Youdoandyoumadeitveryclear,

thanksforeverything.

Shehungupandhesighedrestinghisfaceon

hishands...

AtOarabile'sHouse....



OarabilehungupanddialedChelsea...

Chelsea:Cousie

Oarabile:Iknowwhathappenedlastnight(her

heartskipped)idumpedhim soyoucanhave

bothofthem orchooseoneidon'tcare.Ijust

wantyoutoknowthatiwillnevertrustarelative

especiallycousins.(tearfully)Youhavetaught

meaverybiglesson...Ithurts...(tearfully)It

hurtssobadbutiforgiveyou.Bye

Chelsea:(heartpounding)Rabii-

Oarabile:AlthoughiforgiveyouI'm goingto

blockyouineverythingandidon'teverwantto

hearyourvoice,notbecauseihateyoubut

becauseseeingyouwillalwaysremindmeof

whatyoudid.Ififeelbetteriwillletyouin,idid

itwithAkwana.Maybewewilltalkonedayjust

notnow.Bye



Shehungupandputthebaby'sblanketoverher

facecrying...

SIXMONTHSLATER.....

*

*

*

*

*
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AtOarabile'sHouse...

Oarabilewalkedthroughthegatetalkingtoher

studybuddyonthephone...

Oarabile:Iunderstand

Her:Ijustthinkifyoubuynewclothesyou'llfeel

betteraboutyourself

Oarabile:(tearfully)Ithoughtbynowiwould

havegainedweight,

Her:Youcan'tgainweightifyoudon'teatandi

knowgettingoversomeoneishardbutyoucan

doit.Don'tstressaboutyourweightbutstop

wearingyouroldclothesbecausetheywill

stressyouevenmore.

Oarabile:(droppedatear)Peopleprobably

thinkI'm sick,I'm shapelessandtheonlythingI



haveisahead.

Her:(sadly)Rabistop.Weareleavingthe

country,youshouldbeexcitedaboutthat

Oarabile:(droppedatearandrubbedit)Ihave

childrenMetlha

Metlha:Ohthat...Jesus,Ionlyimagine

Oarabile:Idreamtaboutthisallmylifeandthe

timehascomebutI'm scaredbecauseihaveto

leave2peopleivaluethemostbehind.How

am igoingtosurviveoceanswithoutmy

children?Bambinoisjust6months..

Metlha:You'lljusthavetobestrongforthem.

WhenaretheygoingbacktoMaun?

Oarabile:Refaisonthewaytogetthem,heleft

Maunearlyinthemorning.Idon'tknowhowI'm

goingtofacehim,everytimehecomesto

checkonthekidsitakeastepfrom my

progress...(tearfully)IwonderifI'lleverstop

hurting.



Metlha:Babesdon'tputyourselfunderpressure,

ifyouneedtocrystepinthetoiletandcry,wash

yourfaceandfacethatmansoyoucantalk

aboutthechildren.Andidon'tthinkyou're

takingastepback,you'reprogressingbecause

despiteallthisyoudidn'tfail.Believeinyourself.

Oarabile:Iguessyou'reright

Metlha:I'm goingtotalktomylandlord,wewill

talklaterautwa?

Oarabile:Shap

Metlha:Yeah

Shehungupandsmiledbravelyasshewalked

inthehouse,herauntzippedthelastbagand

putitonthebednexttootherbigbags,

Natashasmiledandranoverhuggingher..

Oarabile:Heybiggirl

Natasha:Ispoketodaddyonthephone,heis



comingtogetme...

Oarabile:Wow.Really?Ididn'tknow

Natasha:Hesaysishouldtellyouhelovesyou

Oarabile:(smiledandpushedherhairback)

Howaboutyougoandmakesureallyourtoys

areinthebags?

ShepickedhertoysandOarabilesatonthe

edgeofthebedasBambinosmiledlookingat

her,hedroppedtheteetherandcrawledover.

Shepickedhim upandputhim onherlap

beforetakingoutherbreastandgivinghim,he

suckedonitliftinghislegontheairwigglinghis

toe...

AuntDoris:IcansmellMaunnow

Oarabile:(laughed)Mosepeleobodule

AuntDoris:Refajustcalled,heisaboutto



arrive.Isuggestweleavetomorrowmorningso

hecanrestfrom thelongdistancedrivebuthe

sayshepickedahitchhikerwithadriver's

licensesohewashelpinghim ontheway.

Oarabile:Ok..

Oarabilesadlyrubbedhersonsthigh..

Oarabile:I'm goingtobeverylonelywithoutall

ofyou,I'm notusedtostayingalone.

AuntDoris:You'llbefine...

Thelandlordknockedandwalkedinwitha

plasticofSpar..

Landlord:Iboughtthisfortheroad,peoplewe

aregoingtomissyou.



AuntDoris:Thankyousomuch.

Landlord:Pleasehaveasafejourney

AuntDoris:Thankyou

Landlord:NatashaoboelaMauuu?

Natasha:Yes

Thelandlordpickedherupandjokedwithher

thensheputherdownandspankedBambino's

fatthigh..

Landlord:Bambinobyebye..

Hesmiledwithhismother'snippleinhismouth,

thelandlordlookedatRabi'ssadfaceand

smiled...

Landlord:Rabi,don'thavesuchalongface



whenyou'repartingwithyourkids.Youshould

smilesothatsmilecanlast.

Oarabile:Ok..

Landlord:Wewantyoutogopassandcome

backastrongwoman

Oarabile:That'strue

Thelandlordandtheaunthuggedand

exchangedgoodbyesbeforeshewalkedout.

Atthegate...

MeanwhileRefadrovethroughthegateand

wavedatthelandlordasshewalkedinher

house,hesteppedoutandNatashasprungout

ofthehousescreaming,shejumpedintohis

armsandheswungheraroundbeforekissing

hercheekandgivingherahighfive.



Refa:MsBanda,yeeeeh

Natasha:Canigetinthecar?

Refa:(laughed)Iguess...

Heputherdownandsherantothecar,Refa

tookadeepbreathholdingcarkeysashe

knockedwalkinginthroughtheopendoor..

HiseyeslandedonOarabilebreastfeedinghis

sonandhelookedinhereyesassheturned

lookingathim,theireyesmetforthefirsttime

inacoupleofmonths.Shelookedmuchbetter

thanthelasttime,herfacewasflawlessand

herlipswereluring..

Shepulledherbreastfrom Bambinoandputit

backinthebra,hesmelledgoodandshecould



smellhiscolognefrom whereshewassitting.

Healwayslookedgoodinlongsleevet-shirts

andthisdaywasn'tdifferentfrom anyotherday.

Heleanedoverandpickedhisboyfrom herlap

anditwasrighttherethattheirbreathsmet.

Refa:Heyboy

Oarabile:(wipedhismouthwithhandkerchief)

Wait..

HestraightenedupholdingBambinoupashe

smiledathisdaddy,theylookedexactlythe

sameandtheirsmilestartedatthesametime

ashetickledhim...

Refa:You'resobig,lookatyou!

HelookedatOarabileandshelookedaway



foldingthebaby'shandkerchief.Hedroppedhis

handandsoftlypickedherhandshakingit..

Refa:(softly)Hey

Oarabile:(keepingherselfbusybydustingthe

bedwithherotherhand)Hi..

Refa:(stillholdingherhand)Ntebathemmake

agodumedisa..

Sheturnedandlookedupinhiseyesashe

lookedinhersthenshepulledherhandoutof

hisbutherefusedtoletgoandstaredinher

eyes..

Oarabile:Therrantogelauh..

Heslowlyletgoandshequicklykeptherself



busywiththebaby'sbag,heturnedaround

talkingtothekidsasAuntDoriswalkedin,they

shookhandsandexchangedpleasantries..

AuntDoris:Otengpapa?

Refa:Emma...Shouldiloadthebags?

AuntDoris:Ohpleasehaveaseatandrestyour

back,Oarabilefixhim bathingwatersohecan

refreshhimself.Idon'twanttohaveaccidenton

thewayMaunislikeanothercountry.

Refa:Thankyou

AuntDoris:RabineelarragweNatashasetilo

the!Mothookaemakadinaojaanaontsehela

Oarabilesighedandbroughthim achair,hesat

downandputthebabyonhislapplayinghim.

Oarabilewalkedoverwithadiaperandleaned

overdressinghim ashelaidonhisfather'slap.



Refaleanedbackstaringatherandtiltedhis

headlookingatherassandundressingherwith

hiseyes...

Oarabile:Stopundressingme,gakebate..

Helickedhislowerlipandtookadeepbreath

lookingaway.

Refa:Yousmellreallygood.

Shedidn’trespondassheoiledthebaby'snose

andwalkedaway.Hepickedthebabyand

playedwithhim whileRabigotthetubreadyfor

him andcameback...

Oarabile:Agothapa,otsilekatoothbrush?



Refa:No

Oarabile:ThereisasparetoothbrushyaOralB

Refa:Thanks

Shegotthebabyashestaredinhereyesbut

sheavoidedgivinghim thesatisfactionofan

eyecontact.Hepulledouthist-shirtandclosed

himselfinthebathroom.Tearsfilledhereyesat

thethoughtofhim gruntingandmoaningontop

ofChelsea,shewalkedinthekitchenand

closedthedoorthensheletthem rolldownas

Bambinoturnedandlookedathersadly,she

pickedtheconfusiononhisfaceandquickly

gaspedrubbinghertearswiththecollarofher

top.…

AtAkwana'sHouse...



Odirileparkedatthegateandhonked,Akwana

rushedoutwithherhandbagandjumpedin.

Shedroveoffsmilingather..

Odirile:Hey

Akwana:Hi..

Odirile:You'realwayssavingmethe

embarrassmentwithmyfriends,it'stheleasti

cando.

Akwana:(laughed)Lesbiansarefunnythough,

thewayyourelatetoeachotheryou'dswear

you'rebestfriendsthanexgirlfriends.Kanteher

girlfriendknowyou'reexs?

Odirile:No,that'swhyyoujusthavetokeep

pretending

Akwana:(laughed)Ok

Odirile:Youlookgorgeous



Shelookedatherselfandblushed...

Akwana:Thanks...Itstheoneipickedatthat

boutiqueformybirthdaywhenyoutoldmeto

pickanythingIwanted.

Odirile:Itlooksgoodonyou,...

Akwana'sphonerangandsheignoredthecall..

Odirile:Aren'tyouanswering?

Akwana:It'ssomeguyfrom school,gatwekea

batiwa.Idon'tlikemenijustwanttogain

financialindependencebeforeicanevendream

aboutrelationships.

Odirile:(laughed)Notallguysarebad,myboys

aren'tbadandtheylovetheirgirlfriends

Akwana:I'm notluckyinlove



Odirile:Maybeyoudon'tknowloveandcan't

seeitevenifitwasstaringrightinyoureyes.

Akwana:Waiinoonelovesme

Odirile:Openyoureyesandyou'llseeit.Just

saying...anywaysturnupthemusic...

Akwanaturnedupthemusicandherfavourite

songplayed,shesangalongandOarabile

joinedinasshelaughedathermessingitup..

Akwana:(smackedherarm)OhGodODno,

stop...Don'teversing,youtalk

Odirile:Idonot...(turnedupthevolume)Don't

bejealous

Akwana:(grabbedherhand)Stop

Shepulledherhandawayfrom theradiobut



shepulledituntilAkwanaclampedherhand

betweenherlegsastheylaughed...

Odirile:Shitabothithobanna

Akwana:(laughedandlethergo)Don'teven

thinkaboutit

Theylaughedashedrovethroughagreenlight...

AtRefa'sHouse....

Ronaranthroughthegatesweatinginhis

shortsandvest,hesloweddownandexercised

infrontofthehousebeforewalkingincovered

insweatandstoppedatthekitchendoor

pantingwhileChelseacookedbythestove...



Rona:Hey...IsRJsleeping?

Chelsea:Yes

Rona:Let'sbathtogether

Chelsea:(smiled)I'llbethereinaminute

Hesmiledandgotinthebathroom,minutes

latersheslowlyopenedthedoorandwalkedin,

shegotinthetubandsatdownlyingherback

onhisasheputhisarmsaroundherandkissed

her..

Chelsea:Sowarm...Remindmemypot,isRefa

comingbacktonight?Wanttoknowifishould

dishforhim ornot

Rona:I'llaskhim,isitmeorRefaandRabi's

relationshipseemscold?

Chelsea:Um...Whatdoyoumean?



Rona:It'sliketheybrokeuporthey'reaboutto

breakup,somethingisjustnotright.Am i

missingsomething?Rabiarenghelagalebua?

Chelsea:Wenevergothatdeepandididn't

noticeanything,theylookfinetome.

Rona:MaybeI'm imaginingitkoorekeitsegore

Refausedtogotherealmosteverymonthjust

toseeherbutinthelastsixmonthshewent

thereonceandithinkionceoverheardhim

begginghertolethim sleepoverunlessididn't

understandtheirconversation,osurebashapo?

Chelsea:Theyarefinetomeunlessican'tsee

whatyou'reseeing

Ronakissedherneckashisdickhardened

behindher,shesmiledandslidherhandbehind

herbackstrokinghim.…



AtMmaagweAkwana'sHouse...

MaAkwanawalkedoutofthehousewitha

bucketandstoodbywatchingasWaterUtilities

connectedhertap...

MaAkwana:SoyoumeantodayI'llreallyfetch

waterhereoryou'reputtingthistapthenturning

thewateronnexttime?

Blueoverallman:Todayyou'refetchingwaterin

youryard...I'm almostdone...Actuallyishould

havedonethisyesterdaybutwehadalotof

yards.

MaAkwanastoodthereindisbeliefasthemen

workedonhertap,theycollectedtheirtoolsand

oneofthem turnediton,thewaypoureddown

andtriggeredhertearsashereyeswelledup.



Sheputherbucketunderthetapandwatchedit

fillupthem shecloseditanddialedAkwana.

Akwana:(giggled)Odirilestopit,wenaorata

tshamekoyabohema...(clearedherthroat)

Hello?

MaAkwana:(crying)Akwana?

Akwana:Maa?

Akwana:Thankyoufortheconnectingthe

water,iknowyou'restillastudentanditmust

havebeenhardtotakeyourbookallowance

anduseitforthiswhenothersareusingitfor

somethingelse.Godblessyou,iknowihaven't

beenagoodmotherandI'm justuselessbut

thankyousomuchforrestoringmydignity.I

won'tgoaroundbootlickingjustsoicanfetch

waterinpeople'syards.

Akwana:You'rewelcomebutOarabilegaveme

halfofit



MmaagweAkwana:Ohididn’tknowthat

Akwana:Eeontshitsehalf.WhereisBoago?

MmaagweAkwana:Shewenttowork,this

lodgemakesthem knockoffverylate,iwantto

bathherdaughterandwashmyclothes.Ihave

beenwearingdirtyclothesbecauseIwasafraid

tousealotofwater.

Akwana:Ok,bye

MmaagweAkwana:Bye

ShehungupanddialedOarabile...

Oarabile:Hello?

MmaagweAkwana:Thankyouforgettingthe

waterconnected

Oarabile:ItwasAkwana'sidea,ijusttopped

whatshehadalreadysaved.



MmaagweAkwana:It'sstillsomething,I'm

reallyhappythatdespitehowwepartedyoucan

stillhelpme

Oarabile:You'relikeamothertome.

MmaagweAkwana:IsDorisstillthere?

Oarabile:Yesbutthey'reabouttoleave

MmaagweAkwana:Iwanttoseethecitytoo

andseewhatpeoplearetalkingabout

Oarabile:I'm leavingthecountryin2days.

MmaagweAkwana:(sadly)Ok,kootengDorisis

whiteincomplexionfrom bathingwithcity

waterandeatingRefa'smoneyevenyour

money,shehasbeengonefor6months!6full

months,allthesetimeshehasn'tbeenchecking

onpeoplebecauseshewaslookingafterher

"goats"andthenwhenshegoestothecityshe

disappearswithoutacomplaint,mxm howdidi

getbornwithsuchpeoplewhenI'm thisgood.



Oarabile:(laughed)Auntiesto!

MmaagweAkwana:Nxlaletmenotspoilmy

moodaboutthetap

Oarabile:(laughed)Bye

Shehungupandwalkedinthehouse....

AtOarabile'sHouse...

LaterthatafternoonRefaandtwootherguys

loadedOarabile'shouseholdsinthetruckas

sheleanedagainstRefa'scarholdingBambino.

Refaandthedriverexchangedcontactsand

theydroveoff...

Natasharanovertohim andhepickedherup

walkingtowardsthecar,auntDoriswalkedout



ofthehousewrappingherheadandsatinthe

backseat...

AuntDoris:Natashasaygoodbyetomama

RefaputherdownandshegrabbedRabi'shand

andsuspendedherselfhangingonhermother

andfathergiggling...

Natasha:I'm swinging!Lookmamalook,daddy

look

SheliftedherfeetandswungasOarabile

smiledandhandedRefathebabybeforebiting

herlowerlippickingherup.Shesmiledlooking

atNatasha'sbubblyfacethenshefrowned

sadlyknowingshewouldn'tseeherinayearor

more..



Oarabile:I'm goingtomissyou

Natasha:Areyounotcomingwithustodaddy?

Oarabile:No,I'm goingtoschool...

Natasha:Ok,seeyouafterschool

Oarabilekissedandhuggedherthensheput

herinhercarseatandstrappedher.

Oarabile:You'llbegrannyandyou'llvisitdaddy

Natasha:Iwanttostaywithdaddy

AuntDoris:Oreeehelaskatogawarethodiisa

motho

Oarabile:(laughed)OK,beagoodgirl.Hugh

five

Natasha:Highfive



SheclosedthedoorandturnedtoRefaashe

heldBambino,shetearfullylookedathim and

kissedhischubbycheeksasatearrolleddown

hercheek,shehuggedhim tightlyasRefasadly

lookedather..

Oarabile:Ican'tbelieveI'm leavingmykids..

Shehandedhim overtoherauntandclosedthe

doorthenshetookadeepbreathlookingat

Refa,hesteppedoverandhuggedher.

Refa:Gomakeyourdreamscometrue.

Oarabile:Thankyou..

Theyslowlyleanedbackastheirhandsfellon



eachotherandtheystoodfacingoneanother

holdinghands.

Refa:Travelsafely,wemightnotbetogether

butistillneedyoutohelpmeraisethese

troublemakers.Takecareofyourself

Oarabile:(smiled)Iwill

Refa:Bye

Heletgoofherandgotinthecarasshe

watchedwithherhandstogetherlikeshewas

praying..

Oarabile:Bye

AuntDoris:Pleasetakecare

Oarabile:Iwill,bye...(wiggledherfingersat

Natasha)Bye



Natasha:Bye

TearsfilledhereyesasRefa'scarreversedout

ofthegate,sheturnedaroundandwalked

towardsthehousebarelyabletoseethrough

hertears.Sheclosedthedoorandsatonthe

smallslim mattresscrying.

MeanwhileRefa'sthroatdriedashedroveoff,

hestoppedandlookedattherearmirrorthen

hesteppedonreverseuntilhestoppednextto

thegate.

AuntDoris:Didyouforgetsomething?

Refa:Eemma

Hesteppedoutofthecarandhurriedinthrough

thegateapproachingherdoorwherehe



knocked,sherubbedhertearsandopenedthe

doorthenheputhishandsonherwaistand

Frenchkissedher.Shepulledawayfrom him

andsteppedbackcatchingherbreath...

Oarabile:Stopit,Iwasn'tjokingaboutnot

acceptinganotherapology.Iloveyoubutit's

notworthitanymore.I'lltakemychanceswitha

differentperson

Refa:Awhiteguy,right?

Oarabile:WhateverGodhasinstoreforme,

white,green,yellow,purpleanythingthatisn't

from Africaisfine.Iwanttoberespected

sometimeslovealoneisn'tenough.

Refa:I'm goingtowaitforyouandshowyouI'm

different,imadeamistake,itdoesn'tdefineme.

Oarabile:I'm notgoingtogetbackwithyou,

skarekegolobetse.Myauntandthekidsare

waitinginthecar.Theywanttogo..



Refa:Ok,keautwaeverything....Kekopabreak-

upsex,justoneround

Oarabile:No

Refa:GakenagotsenyathataandI'llmakeit

fast

Oarabile:No

Hesteppedbackandwalkedaway...

Refa:(turnedwalkingbackwards)Iwasn'teven

serious,iwastestingyou

Oarabile:Yeahexceptyoulooklikeyouwantto

cry

Refa:Mxm

Heturnedaroundandwalkedawaythenshe

closedthedoorandsighedwithherback



againstthedoor.

Don'tforgettoLike
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AtAuntDoris'sHouse...

ThenextdayearlyinthemorningRefaparked



infrontofthehouseandsteppedoutasaunt

Dorissatinthebackholdingthebabywith

Natashasnoringinhercarseat.

AuntDoris:Comegethim soicanopenthe

door,ihadaskedBoagotocleanupyesterday.

Refa:Ok

Refagotthebabyandsatinthecarwhilethe

auntwalkedin,hetookouthisphoneandcalled

Oarabile..

Oarabile:(sleepy)Hello?

Refa:Hey,sorryforwakingyouup

Oarabile:(gotrubbinghereyes)Iseverything

ok?

Refa:Yeah,wejustarrived.I'm droppingthem



off

Oarabile:Ohok,howarethey?

Refa:They'resleeping,heiNatashaissoloud.

Shesangallthewayandtheonlytimewe

caughtabreakwaswhenshewassleeping.

Oarabile:(laughed)Shelovessinging...

Theyranoutofthingstotalkaboutbutnoneof

them wantedtohangup,theyeachthoughtof

somethingtosaysomethingaboutthechildren

ofcoursebuttherewasstillcomingtotheir

minds.

Refa:Hello?

Oarabile:Hi

Refa:(sighed)Mayicomesaygoodbyetoyou

attheairporttomorrowbeforeyouleave?



Oarabile:Youcan'ttakeanotherlongdriveto

Gabsagain,itwillstrainyourback.

Refa:I'lltakethenightbus,ipromiseiwon'ttry

tomakemovesonyouoranythingofthatsort.I

justwanttosaygoodbyeproperlybecausei

feellikeyesterdaywasn'tgoodenough.I'm

sorryiaskedforsex

Oarabile:No,ican'tletyoudothat

Refa:Whattimeisyourflight?

Oarabile:2pm

Refa:Please,ijustwanttosaygoodbye.Kea

gokopa.I'llneveraskyouforanythingelse,i

knowimessedupandiacceptthat.Iadmitit...

Butyou'restillthemotherofmychildrenand

wearestillgoingtotalkbecauseourchildren

arejusttooyoung.Ijustwanttosaygoodbye

tomyparentingpartner.Iwillnottrykissing,I'm

sorryabo-

Oarabile:Butwhytravel10hoursjusttosay



goodbye?

Refa:Becauseitwillmeansomuchtome,

please...Keagokopa,let'sputallour

differencesasideforaminuteandjustsay

goodbyetooneanother.

Oarabile:Iwishicouldsaycomebutitwillbea

wasteofmoney,yourbudgethasalreadybeen

exhausted

Refa:I'llfindaway

Oarabile:Lesa,I'dfeelguiltyknowingimade

youtravelallthewayforamaregoodbye.

Refa:Ok,iunderstand.Letmetakethekids

inside,travelsafely

Oarabile:Thanks,bye

Hehungupandsteppedoutofthecarasaunt

Doriscarriedabaginside...



Refa:Youcansitdown,I'llbringeverything

AuntDoris:Thankyou,takehim

Theywalkedinthehouseandhelaidthebaby

downbeforecarryingNatashainsideandthe

bags.AuntDoriswalkedhim tothecarashe

gotinandclosedthedoor...

AuntDoris:Thankyousomuchfordrivingus

home

Refa:You'rewelcome,pleasecallmeifthey

needanything.I'llkeepgettingthem on

weekends.

AuntDoris:Noproblem,bye

Hedroveoff....



AtRefa'sHouse....

Refaunlockedthehouseanddraggedhisfeet

walkingin,hestoppedbythekitchenand

grabbedabottleofjuicewhichhedrankonhis

waytothebedroom.

Hesatontheedgeofthebedandrubbedhis

face,itseemedwitheveryhourthatpassedthe

realityofherdeparturesetin,itwasmorethan

justgoingtoschoolbutknowingitwouldbethe

lasttimeheeversawherwithoutaboyfriendor

inthecaseofawhiteman-ahusband:they

aren'tafraidtomarryawomantheymetinless

thanthreemonthsanddonothavetraditions

thatmadeitimpossibletomarrywithout

parents.

Histhroatdriedandheswallowedbutchoked



atthepainonhisthroatastearsfilledhiseyes,

hehadpromisedhimselfhewouldn'tcryforher

anymoreandnomatterhowhardhetriedto

takeitlikeamantearsrandownhischeekand

hequicklyrubbedthem off,anotheronerolled

ontheothersideandsnatchedhistowelonthe

bedandwrappedhisheadquietlycrying...

Thepainofwantingtoreversetimeandmakea

differentdecisionslashedhisheart,justone

push,onestrongandclearwarningtoChelsea

couldhaveperhapschangedallthat,ormaybe

lying.Hestillcouldn'tunderstandwhyhe

couldn'tcontainhisguiltandkeepittohimself,

somuchforthetruthshallsetyoufree.There

wasaknockonthedoorandhekeptquiet,

Ronaopenedthedoorandlookedathim witha

towelaroundhishead..



Rona:Areyouok?

Hekeptquiet,hesniffledandRonawalkedover

andremovedthetowelfrom hishead,tears

droppedonhisthighsashelookeddown

cappingwithbothhishands,Ronasquattedin

frontofhim andgrabbedhishandslookingat

him...

Rona:Thereissomethingeatingyouandyou're

notsharingitwithme,what'swrong?

Helookedinhiseyesandfrownedharderas

tearsdropped,Ronahuggedhim andhe

grabbedhim harder

Refa:Rabiisleavingtomorrowat2pm,Idon't

wanthertogobecauseidon'tthinkI'llsurvive



withouther,iwon'thandleseeingherwith

anotherman.

Rona:Whywouldshedothat?Rabilovesyou

Refa:Icheatedonherwithsomegirlaboutsix

monthsago,shekindofwarnedmeaboutit

beforeididitandihonestlyneverthoughtshe

meantitwhenshesaidshewillleaveme.I

knewshewouldbeangryandprobablybeatme

oractcrazyasusualbutthistimeshejustsaid

it'sover.Ithoughtafterafewmonthsshewill

cooldownandforgivemebutsheisstill

doesn'twantme,shesaysitsocalmlyithurts

me.Kooreakeitsegorekerenggoreabone

goreillnevereverlookatanotherwomanbut

her,nnanakoyatengnekenalestressand

thatwomanhonestlyforcedherselfonme,i

triedtorejectheracouplekelekiletota,and

youknowhowdifficultitcanbetorejecta

womanroughly.Ididn’twanttoberudetoher

andikindofgotRabitoscareheroffbutshe



neverstopped,shekeptcomingandcoming

untiligaveinandthatoneactcostmemy

wholerelationship,ididn'tevencomeorenjoyit

becauseiwasfeelingguiltythewholetime

kooreRabithinksienjoyedmyselfgaaitsethe

painicarriedknowingibrokemypromises.I

havetriedeverythinginmypowertoshowher

thatI'm sorrybutgaampate,shetoldmeto

moveonbecauseleenewagomovaon.(tears

rolling)Nnaakebateopekebataenehela...

Rona:Idon'tunderstandpeoplewhocheat,

clearlyyouloveRabiiknowthatbecauseiknow

you,yourworstfearislosingherandshetold

youifyoudo123I'llleaveyouthenyoudoit?

Refa:(tearfully)Ididn'tdoit,thisotherwoman

madekedoit,sheforcedherselfonme,she

rapedmeandatthebackofmyheadiknew

shewasgoingtotellherifididn’ttellher.She

justwantedtodestroymyrelationshipandnow

ihavetodealwithitaloneenesheisbusy



enjoyingherrelationship.Idon'tevenloveher,i

don'tfeelanythingforheranditwasjustsex

Rona:Youneedtolearnhowtocontrolyourself,

ifyouknowyoucan'tcontrolyourselfyounever

allowawomantodriveyouthatclose.Don't

everletawomangetsyouerectbecausethen

thebigheadlosesconcentrationofthe

importantthingandthelittleheadtakesover,

itshardtothinkwithanerectionandtheonly

timeyou'regoingtothinkisaftercummingof

whichbythenyouhavealreadyfuckedup.Why

letyourselfgothatfar?

Refa:Iwon'teverletithappenbutproblem kana

kegoreRabiisleavingandthey'regoingto

marryher,youknowwhitepeoplemakegetting

marriedseem liketakingabath.Iwillneverget

herbackifshesetsfootinthatplane...

Hestoodupwithtremblinglipsandrubbedhis



tearswithbothhands,helookedatthetimeon

hiswatchandfrownedcrying...

Refa:Iwishicouldstoptime,...(turnedtohim)

Therrabualeenekeagokopa

Rona:Goreng?Gapeevenifsheforgivesyou

shestillhastogetonthatplain,totawenahow

canyoucheatthenabootagolelajaaka

ngwana,warennakerengjaanong?

Refa:Youhavetohelpme,ithoughticould

handlethisbutican't,(lookedatthetime)Can

wegotogetheronthusegokgweetsa?Shesaid

ishouldn'tcomebutiknowsherespectsyouso

ifyoucomewithmeshewilllisten,ijustwant

to...Idon'tknowijustwanttogetsomekindof

feeling..Idon'tknow

Rona:KanaitwillbelikeI'm supportingyouin

allthis,whothehellisthiswomananyways?

Refa:JustsomegirlonFacebook,please...Help



me.Onelasttime

Rona:(sighed)WalapisaRefawaitse?Kanai

haveameetingthismorningwithmysecretary

concerningsomedocumentsforthetenderI'm

applyingfor,itsaveryimportantmeeting

meetingbecauseI'm submittingthem today,

closingdateistoday.

Refapickedhistowelandhopelesslyputitover

hisface,Ronasadlylookedathim ashisjeans

lowered,clearlyhehadlostafewkilos..

Rona:Setseibileobopame,wasitreallyworth

it?

Refa:(tookthetoweloffhisfacelookingathim

angrily)Ididn'tevencum howcanyouaskme

that?Obatagorekereng?Thisgirlonreipile!

Rona:(laughed)Obuastresshela,changeyour



clothes,I'm goingtoputonmyclothes(pulled

hisarm)letmeseethetime...(stood)Ifwedrive

backnowwewillarrivebeforesheleaves,i

don'tevenknowwhywehavetogothere

becauseitwon'tchangeanything

Refa:Ihavetotry

Rona:Lariskerlelona,orayagoreokacheater

mothooitsegoreoyaabroad,50%ofthem

neverevencomeback.Shemightjustcome

heretocollectherkidsandgobacktoherhigh

payingjob,you'llonlyseeyourchildrenon

Facebookstandingatthebeachwithsome

whiteguy.Gaoserious,thereisariseof

interracialmarriagesandthesewhite

motherfuckersloveblackwomen,blackwomen

lovethem andyou'reheregamblingwithyour

relationship..

Refalookedathim ashisheartpounded,that's



anotherthinghehadn'tthoughtabout.Thinking

aboutitmoreRabihadnothingelsetocome

backtobesidesherchildren..

Refa:Doyoureallythinkshecandothat?

Rona:Clearlyyouneverthoughtdeeplyabout

theconsequencesofyouractions,changeyour

clothes

Hewalkedoutandclosedthedoordoor...

InsideRona'sRoom...

Ronawalkedinandputonhisclothesas

Chelseapretendedtohavebeensleepingby

slowlygettingupandyawning...



Chelsea:Whereareyougoing?

Rona:Refawalelakwaareobatagagolaela

RabikoAirportsoI'm helpinghim drive

Chelsea:Youhaveameetinginafewhours

gapewhycan'thesaygoodbyeoverthephone

akerehejustcamefrom there,haokanteRefa

whyishelettingRabicontrolhim likethis?

Rona:Rabidoesn'tknowanything,ragomo

welahelaleeneotalalaaakantsegoreI'm part

ofRefa'snonsense.Refawammakatsa,for

surehelovesRabiandthenhelet'ssomecheap

hoetempthim.

Chelsea:Soyou'realsogoingtolethim waste

fuelanddrivethereagain?Maun-Gaborone

Roadagain?

Rona:Walelaakere,nnaketaareng.

Chelsea:Whyareyouexaggerating?Amme

Refacanreallycrywithsuchabigego?



Rona:Everyonecries,mencrywejustdon'tlet

youseeuscryingforyou.(sprayingperfume

overhimself)I'lltalktothesecretaryandsolve

thetenderdocuments

Chelsea:Ihopeyouwon'tmessupthistender

applicationbyfollowingRefatoGaboronejust

tosayhelloRabigoodbye,Refaoratago

performerakallelaRabibanyanabalekana?

Ronaturnedandlookedatherconfused..

Rona:Iswearyou'dthinkyouhavepersonality

disorder,youdon'tsoundlikeChelsea.

Sherelaxedandlookeddownshamefully...

Rona:Babeareyoujealous?



Chelsea:(heartskipped)Jealous?

Rona:Yeah,abouthergoingtostudyabroad?

Heslowlysatonthebedandgrabbedbothof

herhandsthenheleanedoverandkissedher...

Rona:Justbehappyforherandfindsomething

goodinyou,weareallgiftedbutinadifferent

way.You'refrustratedbecauseyou'relosingthe

vision...Rememberthesaloon?Followthatand

you'llbehappyforotherswhentheysucceed.I

knowyouloveRabiandshelovesyou,don'tlet

hersuccessmakeyoudespiseher.You're

betterthanthat,wearegoingtoservicethecar

andleave.

Hekissedherandwalkedout,minuteslater

theybothleftasChelseastoodbythewindow



watching.

AtBoago'sHouse...

LaterthatafternoonBoagopouredsoft

porridgeinabowlandwalkedoutsideholdinga

spoon,sheapproachedthemophanetree

whereherdaughterwassleepingonablanket..

Shesatnexttoherandputdownthebowlso

theporridgecancooloff,shelaidherdaughter

onherlapandsoftlycombedherhair.Shehad

beenavoidingtologintoFacebook.Mostofher

agematespostedtheirselfies,someatTertiary,

somegettingmarried,someeventrendedfrom

theirboyfriend'swallsbeingpublicly

appreciated.Everyoneonsocialmediaseemed

tobeprogressingexcepther,shewasstill

sleepinginaclayhouse,cookingwitha2



burnerstoveandhustlingtogetextracashfor

toaddonherchildsupport..

Shepickedherphonetosearchforher

hairstylesshecouldplaintherdaughterand

Oarabile'spostcaughtherattention,itwasa

pictureofNatashaandBambinocaptioned"I'm

sorrymommyhastogoacrosstheworldand

leaveyoubehind,I'm doingitforyou.Thankyou

AuntDoris,inyouifoundmymother'sspirit.

Shelivesandbreathesthroughyou.

BoagosmiledanddialedOarabile...

Oarabile:Hello?

BoagoHicousie...Canisingforyou?

Oarabile:(laughedemotionally)Yes



BoagoclearedherthroatthenRabi

rememberedhowheavenlyhervoicewasand

howsheusedtosilencethewholechurch

wheneverher(Rabi'smother)motherusedto

takethem tochurch.

"Farewelltoyou,farewelltoyou,untilwemeet

again"

Oarabiletearfullyjoinedherastheyclosedtheir

eyesgoingbacktotheirchildhood,backwhen

theyusedtogivespecialsongsstandingthere

withidenticaldressesandpantyhoses.

"Farewelltoyou,farewelltoyou,farewelluntil

wemeetagain..

Mmmh...mhhh...mhh..



Theygotlostonthewayandlaughed...

Boago:Iforgotthelyricsbutfarewell

Oarabile:Thankyou

Boago:(tearsfilledhereyes)I'm verysad,I'm

sadthatyou'regoingtochangeyourlife...

Comingoutofthisoneroom,you'regettinginto

aplaneandwhenyougetbackyourlifewill

neverbethesameagain.(tearsrolling)I'm not

jealous,I'm happyforyoubutiwishihadthe

wisdom youhad...Iwishihadmadebetter

decisions,nowI'm herestuckwithababy,no

qualificationsnohope,nothing...Bankanebame

bapalamadiplanebayamahatshengnnake

togetsesekolo.…IwishiwasyouRabi,ienvy

you...Ican'timaginehowniceitmustbetoget

onplaneandseetheworld...Pleasetakemany

picturesandpostonFacebooksoicanwhat

you'reseeing...Iwanttoseetheflats,theocean,



theyachts...IwishIwassomethingthatcould

fitinyourpocket.KetswapeloandI'm hurting

becauseiknowI'llnevergettoseethosethings

again.Iknowyou'resadaboutleavingthekids

butAuntDorisisthebesteverandI'llalwaysgo

theretohelpoutwithwashing.I'm useless

anywaysI'm alwayshome,itrytodomakeup

andnailsbuttherearesomanypeopledoingit

soidon'tmakemoney.I'llkeephelpingher

wheneverI'm bored.

Oarabile:Thanksforthatsong,youreminded

meofthoseoldendaywhenmamausedtobuy

usidenticaldressesleboAkwanaand

madikhele.Cousieyou'renotuselessandas

longasyou'reworkinghardGodwillanswer

yourprayers.I'lltakepicturesforyou

Boago:Byeandpleasedon'tforgetRefa,this

guycontributedalottowhoyou're,heisnot

perfectbutyoufoundagoodman.Prayforme

toosoicanfindamanwhom mydaughtercan



calldaddykanaNatashawillnotbelieveyou

whenyousayRefaisnotherfatherandilike

thisguybecausenomatterhowmanytimes

youargueNatasharemainshislittlegirl,

NatasharemainsMsBanda...Myheartmelts

eachtimeiseethem playingkerejesoplease

whateverRabisaidinherprayericopyand

pasteAmen(theylaughed)Don'tforgethim,

ronababangwemmaresiameakereredi

saatanenyana(Theylaughed)takecare

Oarabile:(tearfully)Bye,nowyou'remakingme

sad.

Boago:Bye

Shehungupanddidherdaughter'shair.....

AtAkwana'sHouse....



AkwanasmiledandopenedthedoorasOdirile

walkedin,shesatonthebedandtookoffher

AirForcesneakersoffandleanedback

watchingAkwanainhershortsandgym bra..

Akwana:Iwaswatchingamovieonthelaptop,

youcanrestartit,I'llcatchup...Iwanttocallmy

cousin..

Odirile:Ok

Odirileslidupthebedandclickedonthelaptop

asAkwanalaidnexttoherclickedonher,

Odiriletouchedhershortsfixingthem and

spankingherasshelaughed...

Akwana:ODyourfriendsarenothere,stopit

Odirile:(laughed)Pantyyagagoneadakile

akere



Akwana:Skanopelwamogonnarra

OdirileplayfullygotonAkwana'sbackasshe

pressedherphone...

Odirile:WanthogaAkwana?

Akwana:(laughed)ODstopitmonnaI'm trying

tocallOarabile..

Odirilesnatchedherphoneandlaidonherback

asAkwanasatonherstomachreachingforthe

phone...

Akwana:Therraakoomphephone,gatweng

he

Odirile:Kissmefirst

Akwana:(laughed)I'm notkissingyou



Odirile:Butyoukissedmeatthepoolwhenwe

werewithTray

Akwana:Iwaspretending,givemethephone

Odirile:Howaboutacheekkissthen?

StillsittingonherAkwanaleanedoverand

kissedheronthelipsbutforsomereasonshe

tookalittlelongerthanshethoughtshewould,

OdirileslowtouchedherwaistandFrench

kissedher,theybothtookadeepbreathlooking

inoneanother'seyesandswallowed,Odirile

sealeditwithababykissandbentherarm

pointingatherwithaphone.

Akwanaawkwardlygotitandsighedsittingup,

Odirileputherhandsoverherfaceindisbelief

asAkwanadialedhercousinstillsittingonher.



Oarabile:Hello?

Akwana:(ODcaressedherthighandshe

caressedOD'sarm)Heycousie...ijustwanted

towishyouasafejourney.

Oarabile:Thanks

Akwana:Gocatchyourdreamsbabygirl,I'm

proudofyou.

Oarabile:thanks,bye

Shehungupandsighedputtingdownher

phone...

Ontheroad...

Thenextmorningaround3am Ronayawned

andpulledoverbythestop,heshookRefaand

hesnappedoutofit....



Rona:TsayaMr

Refa:Ok

Onthemiddleofnowheresurroundedbyapitch

blackdarknessthebrotherseachwalked

acrossandgotinthecar.Ronaadjustedthe

seatanddozedoffasRefayawnedturningthe

steeringwheel...

HeturnedtheradioonandplayedHousetoget

ridofthefatigue,assoonashebrightenedthe

lightshecameeyetoeyewithadarkdonkey

juststandingonthemiddleoftheroad...

Hisheartskippedbuthecalmlyturnedthe

steeringwheelandmisseditbyaninchasRona

jumpedandonlysawadonkeypassingbyhis



window..thetyresskiddedoutoftheroadand

hehitsomethingbutstillremainedcalm ashe

droveitbackontheroadagain.

Refastoppedonthewingoftheroadand

coveredhismouthinshockasfeartookover,

bothofthem shakingandspeechlessthey

lookedatoneanother...

Refa:Howdidimissit?

Rona:Christkanakebonahehetaha

Refa:Kanairilekebrightertonkikehaelehela

ha...

Theygotoutandlookedattheflattyre,actually

itwastwoflattyres..



Refa:Ionlyhaveonesparetyre

Rona:Shit!

Theybothlookedatoneanother...

Refa:Ican'tbelieveRabiotsamaakesa

mmona

Hetookouthisphoneandtherewasno

networkcoverage....

AttheAirport....

LaterthatafternoonOarabileandMetlha

draggedtheirbagsacrossthelobbyholding

theirtravellingdocumentsandlookedatthe

flightschedule.



Metlha:(excitedly)Wehaveafewminuteslet's

takeapicturenexttothatelephantfirst

Theyputtheirbagsdownandstoodnexttothe

bigelephantmadeofelephanttrunks.Metlha

smiledwideliftingherphoneupwhileRabijust

curvedherlipsforcingasmile...

Refa:(foldedhisarms)What’swiththelong

face?

Oarabile'smouthdroppedandsheexcitedly

chargedathim,sheliterallyjumpedonhim as

hesmiledandswungaroundbeforeputtingher

down,hereyeslituplookingupathim withher

armsaroundhiswaistwhileheheldhers..



Oarabile:(smilingwide)Whatareyoudoing

here?(laughed)Refawee...

SheturnedaroundandsawRonastandinga

distancefrom them withRotlhe,theBanda

brotherssmiledandwaved,shecoveredher

mouthblushingandwavedbackthenshe

turnedbacktohim stillblushingandsmacked

hischest..

Oarabile:(littlevoice)Ican'tbelieveyou

draggedyourbrothersintothis,what'swrong

withyou?

Refa:(softlylookinginhereyes)Ijustwantedto

thisbeautifulfaceforthelasttime..

Shetookadeepbreathastheyheldone

another,differentpeoplefrom allovertheworld



walkingpastthem.Someleavingthecountry

whileothersarrived,hetouchedhercheekand

swallowedlookingatherlipsresistingtheurge

tokissher..

Refa:I'm sorrythatyouhavetoleavewitha

brokenheart,I'm sorryforalltheheartbreaks

andthedisrespect.Iwantyoutoknowthat

you'rebeautiful,you'restrong,you'reintelligent,

you'reagoodwifeandyouhavethesweetest

pussyihaveevertasted.(shesmiledtearfully

andhesteppedbackholdingbothofherhands)

I'm sorrythatI'm notthemanyouthoughtI'dbe.

I'm sorry...Butaboveall,iwantyoutobe

happy...

Hepromisedhimselfhewouldn'tbreakdownin

frontofherbuttearsfilleduphiseyesashe

slowlyopenedhismouthfacingher...



Refa:Iwantyoutobehappyandifthereisa

guyouttherewhoisofferingyouthat..

(frownedtearfully)Takeachance,lethim love

you.Ihadachanceandmisusedit.Getmarried,

havekidsandbehappy...Iwillalwayslookat

NatashaandBambinoasreminderofwhati

hadanddestroyed.Idon'twantyoutoworry

aboutthem,Iwilltakecareofthem equallyand

lovethem asalwaysbecausethey'rebothmy

children,maybeonedayGodwillgiveme

anotherchancebutifnotI'llunderstand.I

exhaustedallmychances,(putherhandsover

hismouthandkissedthem)Goandgetthat

whitecoatbabe,atleastoneofusisagood

rolemodeltoourkids.(hesmiledtearfully)I

matedwiththerightcreature

Hetouchedhercheekandpulledheroverhis

chestastheybothhuggedtightly,hedroppeda



tearpressinghislipstogetherholdingherinhis

armsandsecretlyrubbedhiseyesbefore

kissingherhair.

Metlha:(lookedatthemovingqueue)Um..Rabi

ithinkit'stimeup..

Theybothheldontooneanotherasshewaited,

thetimeranoutandMetlhagrabbedherbag,

sheletgoofhim butRefatightlyheldher..

Oarabile:(tearfully)Ihavetogo....Pleaselet

go...

Refa'slipstrembledasheheldhereventightly..

Oarabile:(grunted)Refa..



Hisbrotherswalkedover,Ronapulledhim back

whileRotlhepulledOarabile,hefinallyletgo

andbrokedownturningtoRonawhohugged

him,RotlhejoinedinonthehugasRefa

grabbedthem quietlycrying..

Refa:ican'tstopcrying,thetearswon'tstop..

Rotlhe:Wehuggingyoushecan'tseeyou're

crying..

Rona:Justkeepyourheaddown...

MeanwhileOarabileburstintotearsholdingher

baglookingatthebrothershuggingthenshe

walkedbackbutMetlhagrabbedherhandand

pulledhertowardstheterminalasshewalked

cryingevenmorewithherarm overher

foreheadholdinghertravellingdocuments,she



lookedathim onelasttimeandwalkedaway...

*

*

SinfulDuty

#51

AtSirSeretseKhamaAirport...

TheBandabrothersapproachedtheglassas

Refapulledhisloosejeansfrom thebackand

rubbedhisnose,Ronaputhisarm aroundhis

shoulderwhileRotlheputhisfrom theother

sidebothstandingoneachofhisside,theyall

watchedtheplanetaketherunwayandfinally

takeoff.Yeah,shewasgone...itwasdoneand

hehadnomoretearstocryallhecoulddowas

watchAirBotswanadisappearintotheblue

skies..



Rona:(sighed)Timetogo,sheisgone..

Theyletgoofoneanotherandwalkedoutof

theairportwithouttalkingasRefawalkedwith

hishandsinthepockets.Rona'sphonerang

andhepickedwalkingbehindhislittlebrothers.

Rona:Hello?

Banda:Didyouguysmakeitintime?

Rona:Yes,sheleft.

Banda:Howishe?

Rona:(laughed)Hewascryingbutheisfine

Banda:(laughed)literallycrying?

Rona:(laughed)Golelahelanyinyiii

Banda:(burstintolaughter)Mxm waitsemoo

gonekesegole,oshapmmeakere?



Rona:Eeremodidimaditsegapeleeneerilea

bonaplaneehelelamomarungaboaithoboga.

Banda:Hemusttakeitlikeaman,letmetalkto

him.

RonasprintedtothefrontandgaveRefathe

phone..

Refa:(clearedhisthroat)Hello?

Banda:Howareyou?

Refa:I'm fine

Banda:Ihopeyouweren'tcrying

Refa:Inevercryforgirls

Banda:Good,that'swhatiwanttohear.

Refa:(sighedembarrassed)Okithinkigot

tearybutididn’tcry,itwasnothing

Banda:Hasshetakenyouback?



Refa:(sadly)No

Banda:Rememberourtalkthedayitook

Akwanafrom yourwardrobe?

Refa:Yes

Banda:whatdiditellyou?

Refa:Thatificheatonawomanandshe

forgivesme,iwillfallinlovewithherandsee

justhowgoodsheisbutshewillslowlylose

thatloveandeventuallyleavemenomatter

howmuchitrytoshowheriloveher.

Banda:Exactly,loveislikeanhourglass.When

youhurttheotherpersonandtheykeep

forgivingyoujustlikeanhourglassthey

transfertheirlovetoyouuntilthey'reemptyand

thentheyleaveyou.That'swhenyouwillrealise

howmuchtheylovedyouandyouwillfightfor

them butitwouldn'tmakeanydifference

becauseyoutooktheirloveaway.

Refa:IwillwaitforRabi,ifanythingI'llloveher



alone,itwillbeonesidedsurelyitwillgrow

backorsomething

Banda:It'snotalwaysthecase,somewomen

forgivebutsomedon't.Womenwithcareers

don'tforgivecertainthingseasily.Sheisgoing

tocomebackadoctor.Doyoureallythinkshe

willbelieveyoubeenfaithfulopaletswewhen

shewasconfinedinthehousewithyourson?

Refaswallowedtearfullyandhisfathersensed

theharshnessinhiswords...

Banda:Butthenmaybeshewill,ifshedoesi

hopeyouneverhurtheragain.Youfoughtfor

thisgirlandyoucriedforustomarryyounkabo

jaanaoledivorcee.Whenisaidyoutwoarenot

readyformarriageyouthoughtididn’twantto

helpyou.Ipersonallyhavenoproblem with

RabiexceptthatwardrobethingwhichI'm now



overbutyougoingoutthereandcheatingafter

gettingpunishedlikethat,keraagorennane

keregongweogorutilemaitseo

Refa:(laughed)Papa

Banda:(laughed)I'm surewhenyouwentand

cheatedagainwitharandom girlshejust

decidedyouknowwhatthisdogcannotbe

tamedatall,I'llendupinjailifikeephim

around.

Refa:(laughed)Butshetapedme

Banda:No,obonyegoreyootaankgolega

mmekemothale.

Refa:You'renotmakingmefeelbetter

Banda:Butlet'slookonthebrighterside,she

gaveyouason.Ihave2grandsonsnow

Refa:Yeah

Banda:Ihopeyouboyswilldrivesafely

Refa:Wewill,bye



Hehungupandhandedhisbrotherthephone...

Refa:Let'spassbyLiquorama...

RotlheandRonalookedatoneanotherand

quietlygotinthecar.Rotlhetookthefrontseat

whileRonadrove,Refalaidonthebackseat

pressinghisphone.HeloggedintoWhatsApp

andsighedlookingatRabi'slastseen,she

hadn'tbeenonlinesincesheboardedtheplane.

Rona:Mrweneedtoagreeonsomething

Refa:(pressinghisphone)What?

Rona:Youcan'tdrinkontheway

Refa:Whynot?

Rona:Don'tforgetthatyoumissedwork



withoutevenanexplanation

Refa:(staringatRabi'spictures)Stilldoesn't

explainwhyican'tdrinkontheway

Rona:Youhavetohelpmedrive

Refa:Ican'tdriveihaveabrokenheart

Rotlhe:(laughedpressinghisphone)Wago

nyesangwanyanawaoverseasaker

Refa:(pressinghisphone)FuckyouRotlhe

Rona:Keseriousaboutnotdrinking

Refagotupandlookedoutsideastheydrove

pastLiquorama..

Refa:Kantewaheta?

Rona:Didn'tyoustopdrinking?

Refa:IonlystoppedbecauseRabididn'tlikeit,

canyouturnback?I'm buying2bottlesonly,



nothingmore.Turnback...

Rona:WhatalongdriveI'm goingtohave...

Hesighedandturnedintothecomplex,Refa

steppedoutandcamebackwithbottlesof

vodkathentheydroveoff.

AtRefa'sHouse...

LaterthateveningChelsealaidRJinhisbaby

cotandstoodtherestaringathim.Shestill

wonderedifhewouldunderstandwhyshedid

whatshedid.HerphonerangasauntDoris

called...

Chelsea:Hello?

AuntDoris:HiMadicurl,whencaniseeyou?I



wanttotalktoyouaboutsomething.Ididn’t

wanttotalktoyouwhileiwasinGaborone

becauseiwanttoseeyourfacewhenitalkto

you.

Chelsea:Aboutwhatauntie?

AuntDoris:Isaidiwantyoutocome,areyou

refusing?

Chelsea:No,iknowwhatyouwanttotalk

about?onlyifyouknewwhatisacrificedfor

RabisoshecanbehappyandnowI'm thebad

person.

AuntDoris:Madikhele?Beheretomorrow

morningat10am rautwana?

Chelsea:Eemma

Shehungupandsighedwalkingoutasitrang

again...



Chelsea:Hello?

Rona:Heybabe,I'm goingtoarriveat1am,will

youbesleeping?

Chelsea:From hereI'm goingtowatchmovies,

iwon'tbesleeping.IsRefawithyou?

Rona:Yesbutrightnowheissleeping,heis

totallydrunk.

Chelsea:Gaadingaloganole?

Rona:No,whenheisdrunkhesleepsalot.He

talkstoomuchbutwhenhegetstoodrunkhe

fallsasleep.

Chelsea:Ohok,thenthereisnoproblem.

Rona:Imissthatpussy...

Chelsea:(laughed)No

Rona:(laughed)Youdidn'ttaketheinjection

lastmonthright?

Chelsea:Yeah



Rona:(smiled)Sweet...

Chelsea:Andyoushouldn'tmessthetender

applicationbecausewearejustrisking.

Rona:Trustme,igotthis...Ok?

Chelsea:Ok

Shehungupandthoughtfullybitherlowerlip...

InRefa'scar....

JustaftermidnightRonadrovetowardsthe

gateasRefaslowlygotupinthebackseat,still

drunkherubbedhiseyesandreachedforbeer

inthecooler..

Rona:(glancedattherearmirror)Canyoulay

offthebottleplease,youcan'teventalk



Refa:(sippedbeerandsmiledshakinghishead)

IlostagoodoneI'm tellingyou...

Rona:Youbeentellingmeaboutitforthepast

9hours,youlostagoodone,iknow.

Refa:Sheisgoingtocomebackmarriedwith

whitelittlekidswhocan'tevenpronounce

Botswanaandthenmykidswillbetheir

bootlickers,I'lldiebeforeiletmychildrenbe

victimsofslaveryinfactamamakethatwhite

niggapayforthisancestorsmistakes.Lethim

makethemistakeofcominghere,I'llbeonhis

taillikeatick...

Rona:Yeahiknow,youtoldmethatonetoo,

andthenyouwillwinRabiandlivehappilyever

after.Iknow

Heparkedthecarandopenedthedoorhelping

him out,Refastaggeredmissingastepashe

sippedagainthenRonagrabbedthebottledand



threwbythecorner.

Rona:You'vehadenoughbeer,let'sgo.You

needtosleepthisoff.

HehungRefa'sarm aroundhisneckasthey

slowlywalkedinwhileChelseafollowedthem

tohisroom...

Chelsea:IsheOK?

Rona:Yeah,heisdrunk.Heshouldbeokwhen

hegetsup

Ronapushedhim onthebedandtookoffhis

shoesasChelseastoodatthedoorwatching.

Ronapeeledofftheblanketsandhelphim get

in..



Rona:Tswalahoo,I'm undressinghim.

ChelseaslowlyclosedthedoorthenRona

pulledouthisjeansandt-shirt.Hefoldedthem

andputthem asideasRefasnored...

Heswitchedoffhislightsandwenttotheir

room wherehesatontheedgeofthebedand

rubbedhisfaceexhausted...

Chelsea:Areyouok?

Rona:(yawning)I'm exhausted,idroveallthe

waybymyselfRefaabalabalaatagilwe

Chelsea:(laughed)Laydown

Rona:No,(pullingherover)comehere



Shesatonhislapandkissedhim puttingher

armsaroundhisneck..

Chelsea:(softly)I'm goingtofreshenupI'm

coming

Rona:(smiledsleepy)Ok,hurryup

Hetookoffhisclothesandgotundercover,a

fewminutespassedwhilehewaitedinbeduntil

hedozedoff.

MeanwhileChelseasatinthetoiletplaying

gamesonherphone,afterwaitingforlong

enoughshetiptoedtoherroom andquietly

pausedatthedoorlookingatRona,allthe

fatiguefrom thelongdistancedrivehadtaken

overandhewassnoring.Sheclosedthedoor

andturnedtoRefa'sroom.



Withthelightsstilloffsheslowlypeeledoffhis

blanketandsatonhim nakedthenshekissed

him ashelaidasleep.

Theirbedroom dooropenedandshepaused

listeningcarefully,Ronasneezedandopened

Refa'sdoorswitchingthelightson...

*
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Theirbedroom dooropenedandshepaused

listeningcarefully,Ronasneezedandopened

Refa'sdoorswitchingthelightson.Hestaredat

Refalyingonthebedandawkwardlythesheets

weredownathisankle.MeanwhileChelsea's

heartpoundedwhileshelaidonthefloorofthe

othersideofthebed.Sheheldherbreathlying

herheaddownlookingatRona'sfeetbythe

door...

Ronastoodtherethoughtfullyholdinghis

breath...



Rona:Babe?

Stillstandingatthedoorheturnedbacklooking

atthelivingroom...

Rona:Chelsea?

HesuspiciouslyturnedbacktoRefa'sroom and

closedthedoor,Chelsea'sheartpoundedeven

moreandshecouldalmosthearitsrhythm on

thefloortile,shewatchedasRonabarefootedly

walkedinslowly..

Ronaheldhisbreathandwalkedtothe

wardrobethenhegrabbedbothdoorsand

slowlyopenedthem,hemovedthehangersof

hissuitscheckingbehindandbentinside



movingtheblankets..

MeanwhileChelseaquietlydraggedherself

lyingonhertummyunderneaththebedinher

panties,sheslowlyreachedforthelockand

quicklycrawledoutoftheroom withherknees

whileRonaputbacktheblanketsandpushed

backthesuits.

Heleanedbackandclosedthedoorsthen

checkedbehindthebed,hekneltdownand

checkedunderthebed.Therewasnothingand

hesighedfeelingstupidforhissuspicions.

HepulledupthesheetandcoveredRefathen

heswitchedoffthelightsandwalkedoutthe

slightlyopendoor.



Heknockedandwalkedinthebathroom as

Chelseasprayedairfresherandwipedherbutt

thenflashedthetoilet...

Chelsea:Ihaverunningstomach

Rona:Didyoueatsomethingbad?

Chelsea:I'm lactoseintolerant,iatecornflakes

lastnight..

Rona:Let'sgotobed..

Hesmiledandcarriedhertothebedwherehe

droppedherdownandkissedhergettingontop

asshekissedhim reluctantly.

Chelsea:BabeI'm notfeelingwell,mystomach

isgrowlingandihaveperiodpains.Atfirsti

thoughtitsthepainfrom mystomachbut...Ke

tsaperiod



Rona:Thoughtyougetyourperiodonthe15th

Chelsea:Istoppedtakingtheinjectionsoit

interfereswithmycircle...

Rona:(kissedher)that'swhyGodgaveyou

threeholes,I'm goodwithanyofthem...

Shesmiledandpushedhim off,helaidonhis

backasshegotontopofhim andkissedhim,

shebitherlowerlipandpusheddownhisbriefs,

shegrabbedhisblackmachineandleanedover

openinghermouthashepushedherhairoffso

hecouldwatchhersuckhim....

*

InsideRefa'sroom

Laterthatmorningaround9Ronawalkedinthe

bedroom andopenedthewardrobe,hegrabbed



oneofhisbrother'sjacketandputitonlooking

atRefaashelaidasleepsnoring.Hewalked

overandshookhim..

Rona:Mr?Tsogamr...

Refa:(pushedhim off)ngng...

Rona:(pulledoffthesheets)Getup,youhaveto

gotowork

Refa:(pulledthesheetsoverhishead)E-ethe

rrakanteodiraeng

Ronapulledthem offandthrewthem inthe

washingbasket,Refasighedrubbinghiseyes

andsatontheedgeofthebed.Hisstomach

contentscameupandherantothebathroom

inhisboxerbriefsandleanedinthetoilet

throwingup.



Ronafollowedhim withhissweatpantsand

waitedbythedoorashethrewup...

Rona:Ihopeokgwabohemajothejooletsengo

bobua

Refaflashedthetoiletandwashedhismouth

bythesinkthenheturnedaroundfacingRona

whothrewoverhispants..

Rona:PutthatonandtellmewhotheFacebook

girlis

Refa'sheartskippedashelookedathim..

Refa:Whatdoyoumean?

Rona:Youknowyouneverstoptalkingwhen



you'redrunk,andit'srarelyalie.Youtoldme

whotheFacebookgirlisnowiwantyoutolook

atmeandtellmeolesober

Refa:Idon'trememberanythingfrom lastnight

Rona:Itdoesn'tmatter,tellmewhothe

FacebookgirlandI'lltellyouifit'sthesamegirl

yousaidlastnight

HisheartpoundedasRonaclosedthedoor,

leanedbackwaitingandfoldedhisarms.Refa

putonhispantsandrubbedhisheadlookingat

Rona...

Rona:Bua...Ialreadyknowthetruth

Refa:Andwhat'sthetruth?

Rona:Areyouplayingcatandmouse?Justsay

it



Itseemedhealreadyknewthetruthbutit's

neveroveruntilthewhistleblowssohetooka

deepbreathand...

Refa:IsleptwithKefilwe,Baker'slittlesister.I

hopeyouwon'ttellBakerbecauseshecameon

menottheotherwayaroundandyouknowher

boyfriendisasoldiersoidon'twanthim

followingmearoundwithgunthreats...

Ronatookadeepbreathandsmiledtouching

hischeeklikehewasalittleboy...

Rona:(smiled)Iwon'ttellanyone,yoursecretis

safewithme.

Refa:Thanks..

Hewalkedoutandclosedthedoor,Refasighed



inreliefsittingdown.ClearlyRonawas

beginningtogetsuspiciousandknowingwhat

hewascapableofwasenoughtoturnhis

stomach.

HebrushedhisteethandwalkedoutasRona

fixedhistie..

Rona:I'm goingforameetingwiththatguy

from Loleconstructions,ihopetheywillhelp

mewiththeproposalihave.Iwanttomakean

appearance,kooreerebantebababonetop

dog

Refa:(laughed)Goodluck,updateme.

Rona:Sure

HewalkedoutthenRefaranbacktohisroom

andgrabbedhiscarkeys,herantothedoorand



stuckhisheadout...

Refa:Mesta?

Heturnedaroundfixinghiscollar

Refa:(threwthecarkeys)Ditopdoggadiwalke

Helaughedcatchingthem andgotinthecar...

Refa:(laughed)Goodluck

Rona:(laughed)Sure

Heclosedthedoorandwalkedinthekitchen

whereheboiledthewaterandslicedalemonin

tohalf,Chelseawalkedinherbathingrobeand



leanedagainstthedoorframelookingathim...

Chelsea:(jokingly)Iheardyouwerecrying...

Sorryshebrokeyourheart...

Sheslowlyuntiedherrobeanddroppeditas

Refaturnedaroundsippingthelemonmix..

Refa:Don'tcomeclosetome.I'm notinthe

moodforyourshit

Heturnedaroundandputthecuponthe

counterthenhecontinuedslicingthelemons,

Chelseawalkedbehindhim andputherarms

aroundhim,sheslidherhandinhispantsand

touchedhissoftdick..



Refa:Takeyourhandsoffme,you'vecostmea

wholerelationshipwithyourstupidgames.I'm

doneplayingwithyou

Hepulledherhandoutofhispantsand

continuedslicing,shelaughednaughtyandput

itbackinhispantsthenheangrilydroppedthe

knifeandturnedaroundwithahotslap.

Shehitherbackonthecounterandfelldown

tippingthepotstothefloor.

Refa:(angrily)OtaalelakanaChelsea,kego

kgalemelegakae?Otsaagorewakgathakante?

Hegrabbedherhairandyankedherupthenhe

pressedheragainstthefridgewithhishandon

herneckchokingher..



Refa:(pointedatherwithhisotherhand

chokingher)OtaalelaChelseaautwa?

Shechokedastearsfelldownandgrabbedhis

handthenheangrilyheslappedher..

Refa:Don'tfuckingtouchme,don'ttouchmy

hand...

Heslappedheragainandsheburstintotears

crying,heslappedheragainashercurlyhair

stuckonhertearycheek.

Refa:Wathodiaotogaotsosangwana..

Sheangrilyscratchedhisfaceandhebithis



lowerlipslappingherevenharderasRJ

stoppedatthedoorshakingandwatchingas

Refaputheronheadlockandpressheragainst

thekitchenunitputtingaknifeoverherneck...

Refa:I'llcutyourthroatandgetridofyourbody,

incaseyoudidn'tknowispecialiseinfiresandi

haveexperienceinarsonsoicangetawaywith

it.I'llburnyourbodyandpoundyourburned

bonesintopowderthenblowoffyourashes

overThamalakaneRiver...

RJsniffedstandingatthedoorashispeerolled

onthefloortile,Refadroppedtheknifeand

sincerelywalkedoverbutRJburstintotears

runningawayandcrawlingovertoChelsea,she

pickedhim upandhuggedhim crying.

Rj:(crying)Ketileobolelapapaaobetsa{I'm



goingtotellpapasohecanbeatyou}

*
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RefasighedlookingatChelseacryingholding



thebaby,theangerworeoffandhewalkedover

tryingtogetRJ..

Refa:Letmeholdhim..

Chelsea:(pushedhim)Stop,you'rescaring

him...getawayfrom me.

Shewalkedpasthim holdingRJoverher

shoulderandclosedherselfinthebedroom.

Refawalkedinhisroom andsatonthebed

thenhetookouthisphoneandtexted...

Refa:Comegetme

Kaene:Where?

Refa:Home,please

Kaene:Whydidn'tyoucometowork?

Refa:Willyoucomeornot?



Kaene:Youjustwanttogetmeintroublegotwe

redojitserothe,I'm coming.

HecheckedRabi'slastseenandshestillhadn't

loggedin,hispatientsslowlyworeoffashelaid

onhisbackandtypedhermessage.

Refa:Canyoupleasetalktome,thingsarenot

goingwellforme.Idon'tknowifI'm messing

upormythingsarejustfallingapart.Nnake

batagorayaRonaatsayafamilyyagagwe

batswemogamebecauseI'm losingeverything

duetotheirpresencehere.Iwantthem outof

myhouse.

Hepressedenterandthemessagewassent

butitpended,hesighedandthrewhisphoneon

thebed.



Minuteslaterheheardtheirbedroom dooropen,

hegotupandfollowedChelseatothe

bathroom asshebentoverbrushingherteethin

thesink...

Refa:I'm sorry,ididn'tmeantohityouthathard.

Iwantedtoslapyouonce,idon'tknowhowI

didandsaidtherest...(sighed)TodayI'm just

stressed,kgangyagoreRabiisgoneisreally

hurtingmeandithinkyoufoundmeinabad

state.I'm sorry

Chelsea:It'sok.I'llnevertroubleyouagain,i

don'tknowwhatiwasthinkingplayingwithyou

likethat.Kenalegotshamekaditshamekotsa

bomata...I'm justlikethat.Ideservedit

Refa:Nowomandeservesthatkindofabeating,

I'm sorryandididn'tmeanthatwholething

aboutkillingyouandburningyou,ijustsaidit



becauseitsoundedgoodatthetime.

Chelsea:It'sok..I'm sorryforscratchingyour

face

Refa:(rubbedhisfaceandlookedathishand)

I'm fine.Arewegood?

Chelsea:Yeah

Refa:Butidon'tmeanthatyouca-

Chelsea:I'm notachildiknowwhatyoumean,

iwon'teverbotheryouRefa.Forgeteverything

happened

Shewalkedpasthim andclosedherselfinthe

bedroom.Refafollowedherandknockedonthe

door...

Refa:Chelseawee?Emahapele2minutes...



Sheopenedthedoorrubbingherselfwitha

towel,herreddishcheeksstillhishandprintand

seeingclearmarksofhisdoingalmostmade

him chokelookingatherreddisheyes.

Refa:CanyoutalktoRJ?IfRonafindsoutwhat

happenedhewillaskwhyandthenthingswill

getshakyfrom there.Heisalreadysuspicious.

That'spartofwhyididn'twantyouplayinglike

thatbecauseheissuspicious.

Chelsea:I'lltalktoRJ,heisababyhewill

forget

Refa:Canwetalktohim together?Gapeithinki

scaredhim.Iwanttoassurehim thatI'm not

dangerous

Chelsea:Ok,letmefinishI'llbringhim

Refa:Thanks



Hesighedandwenttohisroom wherehesat

onthebedwaiting,minuteslaterChelsea

knockedholdingRJ..

Refa:Tsena...

Shewalkedover..

Chelsea:RJgotouncle,hewon'teverdothat

again...Youknowhelikesyou

RJ:(grabbedChelseatightly)No,no

Refa:RJ?(stood)Listen....Comeheremyboy...

Rj:Ngng...

Refa:Look...

HehuggedChelseaandkissedheronthecheek

thentheybothsmiledlookingathim..



Refa:(sighed)Pleasetrytoconvincehim,ifhe

doesn'tforgetI'm fucked

Chelsea:(laughed)BareI'm fucked,kamosohe

willbesayingtheexactwords,heislearningto

sayalotofthings.

Refa:RJmommyismyfriendOK?I'm kissing

mamasee?

Hekissedhercheekandshekissedhim then

shepushedhim tokissRefaonthecheekas

well,hereluctantlykissedhim andtheyclapped

handsforhim,theirlaughergothim shyly

laughing.Refakissedheragainandshekissed

him thenhekissedRefa,theydiditaboutthree

timesbeforeheagreedtobeinhishands.

Refapickedhim upsmilingandlookedathim...



Refa:Butthisboylookslikemysonwaitse,they

lookalike(smilingatRJ)Chelseagawaaba

ngwanakekaphoso?Acondom couldhave

burstandwewouldn'tknowbecauseitwasa

reallyroughnight.Wewerebothunderalotof

stress

Chelsea:(sighed)Youneverknowwiththese

things,whatwouldyoudoifhewasyours?

Refa:ItwillbeveryweirdbutithinkI'llbehappy

thatatleastihaveachancetolovehim and

bondwithhim whileheisyoung.Imagine

findingoutwhenheis18orabove,itwillbe

verydifficulttoeventrythefather-sonthing.He

wouldn'tevenbeclosetohissiblingsproperly,

I'm veryclosetomybrothersandit'sagood

feelingtoknowthatRonawillpausehislifeto

helpmeandicandothesame.Iwantthatfor

mysons..(lookingatRJ)HopefullyRjandhis

cousinBambinowillhavesomethingcloseto



that.(laughed)Icousin’sarefullofshitthan

siblings,Akofangscrewedmygirlfriendsandi

screwedhisbutidon'tthinkicandothatto

Rona,RotlheorFela..(laughed)Kerayahadyou

notmademovesonmenkabokesagobata,

notbecauseyoulackanythingbutbecausei

respecthim.That'swhywehavetostopallthis

fightingandinappropriatebehaviour...

Chelsea:(lookinginhiseyes)Heisyourson,RJ

isyours....iwasscaredtotellyouwhenifound

outiwaspregnantbecauseyousaidthatnight

neverhappened,youthreatenedmeandalsoi

justthoughtRabiwouldbeshuttered.(tearfully)

Shewasgoingthroughalotatthetimeandyou

wereheronlyhappiness.Ididn’twanttobethe

reasonshewashurtingbecausedespite

everythingieverdidwithyouistillcareabout

her.Overtheyearsitbecameaboutmorethan

Rabi,Ronaandyourfamilybecamepartofit,

Ronalovesmeandyourfamilylovesme,heisa



goodmanandiknowhewillalwaysloveRJ.

Refa:Wait,,doesRonaknowit'smine?

Chelsea:(tearfully)No,hedoesn'tknow.Your

brotherlovesyou,hewouldn'thaveagreedto

keepyourbabyawayfrom you.Hethinksit'shis,

iwashonestlysleepingwithhim atthetimebut

itwasn’tserious,itbecameseriousbecauseof

thebabyandithoughtihadeverythingunder

controlwithRonabutthenthingsstartedfalling

apartbecausewedidn'thavemoneyto

maintainthebabywedidn'tplanfor.Igot

depressedbecauseofthehardlivingconditions

mysonlivedinthoughhisbiologicalfatherhad

thepowertochangeallthat.Thiswasthepaini

couldn'tsharewithanyone,noonewasreally

givingmeanadviceiwantedtohear.Holdingin

painturnedmeintothepersoniam nowbuti

don'tblameanyonebutmyselftheonlything

thathurtsmeisthatmysoniscaughtupinthis.



RefalookedatRJandlookedatChelseathen

heswallowedandputhim onthebed,Rjstood

upandjumpedonthebedwhileRefawalkedto

thewindowandsighedholdingontheburglar

barswithbothhands.

Chelsea:Andafterwhathappenedinfrontof

him todayihavedecidedthatwearemoving

outbecauseidon'twantmyson'smindtobe

corrupted,childrenwhowitnessviolence

becomeviolent.Iwanttofocusonupgrading

myselfbothfinanciallyandemotionally.I'm

losingmymind...

RefarubbedhisnoselookingatRJashe

jumpedonthebed...

*

*



*

*
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Refawalkedtothebedandpickedhisphone

thenhesatonthechairandtypedamessage...

Chelsea:Whatareyoudoing?

Refa:I'm tellingRabi

Chelsea:Youcan'ttellanyone,thishastobea

secret

Refa:(snapped)I'm nothavingsecretswithyou,

beentheredonethatI'm notgoingbacktothat

shitagain.I'm notlosingbecauseofyour



stupidity,youintentionallykepthim from meso

youcantellmeatatimelikethis?WhenRabiis

thisfar?Soshecanlosehopeinme?(tearfully)

Whythehelldidn'tkeepyoursecretuntiliwas

marriedatleast?Chelseawhatthefuckdidi

everdotoyou?

Chelsea'seyesfilledwithtearsasshelookedin

hisshutteredeyes...

Chelsea:Ithoughtyou'llbehappyforRJ

Refa:No,I'm not!Youhavejustdestroyedmy

alreadyshakingrelationship,Rabiisgoingto

leavemeforgood!Doyouevencarethatilove

thiswoman?Youshouldhavetoldmeatthe

beginningsoicandealittogetherwithRabi,i

wouldhaveneverevendoneanythingwithyou

justtoprovemyself,oratleastwaituntilI'm

married.Nowyouhavejustlinkedyourselfto



measbabymamaandsheisnotgoingtotake

that,notwhensheisfuckingdoctor!

(screaming)UhhhhChelsea!!

Chelsea:You'redoingitagaininfrontofmy

son,thethingsyourotherkidsnever

Refa:Don'teventrytoinvolvemydaughterinto

thisshit,whatdidyouexpect?Didyouexpect

metojumpupanddown?DropNatashabythe

dustbinandpickupRJ?Nobodywantstobea

fathertotheirbrother'sson

Chelsea:Butyoucanbeafathertoyourcousin?

Refa:Don'tcompareyourselftoRabi,you'll

neverbehalfthewomansheis.ShetoldIsake

shewaspregnantandhedeniedit,shewent

outthereandworkedforherdaughterand

wheniwalkedintotheirlivesRabihadthree

jobs,whatthefuckdoyousoexcepthave

brothershityourpussybackandfourthlikea

prostitute.



Sheslappedhim andheclenchedhisteeth

lookingather..

Chelsea:Youwanttohitmeinfrontofyour

sonagain?Hitme...I'm waiting...

Tearsfilledhiseyesandheshookhishead..

Refa:Youshouldn'thavetoldmethis,nowI'm

goingtoloseRabi.

Chelsea:Howaboutyoupretendhedoesn't

exist!

Shepickedhersonandslammedthedoor,Refa

satontheedgeofthebedthenhereachedfor

histowelandwipedhiseyesbeforetypinghera



message.

Refa:ChelseasaysRJismine,ihopethiswon't

makeyouhatemebecauseididn’tknowandi

didn'tplanit.ShesaysRonadoesn'tknowits

nothissonowihaveachoicetoeitherlethim

havehim ortelltherestofthefamily.Please

helpmethink.Iknowyoudon'twantmeandI'm

finewiththat,I'm justaskingasafriend.Please

helpme.Hopeyouenjoyedyourflight.Itsalong

timesincewetalkedihopeyou'reok,I'm

assumingyourphonecan'tworkthereor

something.Hopeyou'llfindaWiFiconnection

orsomethingsowecantalk.Ireallymissyou,

I'm stressedoutandI'm amess.Pleasetalkto

me

Kaenehonkedandhewalkedout,Chelsea

steppedoutandfollowedhim...



Chelsea:Pleasedon'ttellRabiwhatisaid

Refa:Fuckyou!Ialreadyhateyoudon'tpushit.

You'remanipulative,cunningandcalculative

andihopeonedaymybrotherwillseethrough

thatfakepersonalityofyours.Youhadme

fooledwiththatnicegirlact.

Heslammedthedoorandgotinthecar,as

soonashesatdownheshoutedputtinghis

handsoverhisface...

Kaene:What’swrong?Andyousmellalcohol,

didyoudrinkmidweek?

Refa:RememberwhenyousaidRJlookslike

meinsteadofmybrother?

Kaene:Yes

Refa:It'smineandshechoosestotellmeright



nowwhenI'm jumpingthroughhoopstofixmy

family.Whydoihavetogothroughthis?

Kaene:Soyouhaveababymamaandday1she

isstressingyoualready?

Refa:Chelseaisnotmybabymama

Kaene:Butwhytellyounow?

Refa:I'm beginningtohateChelsea,shecost

meeverythingiloveandnowthis,

Kaene:Atleastyouhaveasonwholookslike

you,that'sgoodright?

Refa:No,it'snotgood.Ididn’tplantohaveakid

withher!Andsheismybrother'sgirlfriend,my

brotherdoesn'tknowitsmine.Hethinksit'shis

soican'tjustjumpandplaythefatherrole.

Kaene:Andthat'sthegoodpart,youcanleave

him forRona

Refa:AndthenRJisgoingtogrowup

wonderingwhyirejectedhim



Kaene:Thenyoulaydownnothingbutthetruth

thentopitwithaquestionyagoresoifitwas

youRJwhatwouldyouhavedone?I'm driving

youtomyhouse,youneedashowerandyou

havetogotowork.You'llloseyourjob.You

can'tletstresscontrolyoutotheextentof

missingwork.You'llgetfiredandjobsarehard

tofind.Don'tbefooledbythefactthatyou

foundajobonyourfirstjobapplication.Ifyou

reallywanttobeRabi'stypewhenshegets

backyoubetterstartthinkingnowwhilesheis

studying,youhave8yearstobeatthetopof

yourgame.Sofaryou'renotdoingtoogood.

Hesighedthoughtfullyandleanedback...

Kaene:Nnaakebateotsogaothomolapelo,

youknoweveryoneisdependingonyouand

youplaylikethisyouhavetwokidstosupport



andnow3,notforgettingthatyou'resupporting

RonaandChelseaevenAuntDorcas

Refa:Doris

Kaene:Gonemoo,andifyou'reseriousabout

Rabiyouhavetokeepsendinghersomething

too,theworstthingisthathercurrencyis

higherthanPulasoyouhavetopopserious.

Muchaspeoplepreachhowmuchmoneyisnot

lovewecan'tdenyhowimportantmoneyis,

takecareofRabiifyoudon'twanthertobe

temptedbyguysoverthere.Youknowsexcan't

keepyoubutit'sabsencecanmakeyou

vulnerable,shetoocanbetempted.

Refa:Ihearyou

Kaene:Beseriousmr,idon'twantfriendsican't

lookuptoforanythingbecauseeventuallyyou

pullmebackbutnnakeseriouskalife,ijust

needagirlfriendandI'llbereadytosettledown.



Heparkedinfrontofhishouseandtheygot

out....

AtAuntDoris's....

LaterthatmorningChelseatookaseatasRJ

rantoNatashawhowaspushingherbicycle

outside...

AuntDoris:Don'tleaveitoutsideNatasha

Natasha:OK...

TheywalkedoutsideasRJfollowedher,aunt

Dorissatonthefloorandcrossedherlegsat

heranklesthensheputBambinoonherlapand

fedhim...



AuntDoris:IheardyousleptwithRragwe

Natasha,whywouldyoudothat?Pleaseexplain

ittomesoicanunderstand.

Chelsea:Imadeamistake,itriedtoapologise

butshedidn'twanttolistenwhichitotally

understandbutit'sinthepastnow.

AuntDoris:Waineelelangwanaka,youdon'tdo

thattofamily.Onedayyouwillfeelthesame

painandyou'llthinkpeoplearebewitchingyou.

Chelsea:Noonewillunderstandthesituation

I'm inuntiltheygothroughthesamepain,yesi

waswrongtosleepwithRefabutRabineedsto

understandthatifshedoesn'tloveRefashe

doesn'thavetousemeasanexcusetodump

him.Sheusedhim tomoveforwardandnow

thatshethinksshemadeitsheisquicktoleave

him.

AuntDoris:Thisisn'taboutthem,it'saboutyou.

Whendidyougetlikethis?You'veturnedinto



somethingelse,can'tyouseeyouhave

changed?

Chelsea:I'm notsayingiwasn'twrongauntie,i

knowiwaswrongandiregretit.I'vehurtRefa

becauseicanhelovesher,helostweightand

hedrinks.Iknowallthishurtshim.

AuntDoris:AndyouneedtorespectRona,

you'lllosehim oversillythings.I'veseenpeople

likeyou.Playingwithgoodmenwhilechasing

moneyonlytobedisappointedattheend.

Ikgalemelehelaolenosi,mothowaikaga.

Chelsea:Keautwa

AuntDoris:Don'tletyourneedscontrolyou.

Chelsea:Iunderstand...

TherewasaknockandBoagowalkedin...

Boago:HiauntieI'm heretohelpwiththe



children'slaundry...HiMadicurl

Chelsea:Thebathongmpitsengkaleinalame,

whydoyouhavetocallmethat?I'm notachild

kana

Boago:Aommaakerewegrewupcallingyou

this

Chelsea:I'm notcomfortablewithitanymore,

mynameisChelsea,howwouldyoufeelicall

yoummamolomo?

Boagopausedlookingathersadlythenshe

wenttothebedroom forthechildren'sclothes.

AuntDoris:(turnedtoChelsea)Madikhele?

Chelsea:Maa?

AuntDoris?Aren'tyougoingtocalmenames?

Akerewaregaobateleinalabonyana?



Chelsea:Boagoismyagemate,sheshouldn't

callmeMadikhele.

AuntDoris:Youbehavelikesomeonewhohas

alotofstress,youneedtointrospect.Otolela

mongwelemongwehelankareontswaya

molafo.Onalestressmma,waimelwa..

MeanwhileoutsideNatashaputBoago's

daughteronthebiketogetherwithRJand

pushedthem astheyalllaughedscreaming...

Boagowashedandhungclothesonthelineas

KaenaparkedunderthetreewithRefa...

Kaene:Youbetternottakeforeverinthere,I'm

onlunchhourandI'm inahurry.

Refa:Waathapelwaakerekerileketisaboroso

helakaboa



Refahurriedinthehousewithaplasticoffood

whileBoagowalkedbackwithabucket,Kaene

tookadeepbreathandfoldedhisarmsleaning

againstthecarasBoagowalkedbacktothe

laundry..

Boago:Dumelang

Kaene:Hi..

ShebentoverandcontinuedwashingasKaene

watchedher..

Kaene:Howmanykidsdoyouhave?

Boago:(pausedandlookedathim)Raa?

Kaene:Howmanykidsdoyouhave?

Boago:1...(laughedandlookedatthebigload



ofclothes)Ohyoumeanthis?It'sRabi'skids,i

don'tknowwhytheybuythem somanyclothes.

Washenyaboneekareyabanabale6

Kaene:(laughed)Nneontshositse,seemslike

youlovewashing.Yourbabydaddymustbe

feelingbig,youprobablywashhisclothesevery

weekend

Boago:(laughed)Ifihadhim I'ddoit..

Refawalkedbackandgotinthecar...

Refa:YaBoago

Boago:Dumelang

Refa:I'm done,let'sgo

Kaene:Sofast?Whyareyouinsuchahurry?

Relaxdon'tyoumissyourkids?



Refa'smouthdroppedashestaredathim but

heturnedawayandsighedlookingatBoago..

Kaene:Howmuchwouldyouchargetodomy

laundry?

Boago:P60

Kaene:Great...

HetookouthiswalletandhandedhertheP60..

Kaene:Comewithyourkidsohecankeepyou

busy,I'llkeephim companywhileyoudothe

washing

Boago:Thankyou

Kaene:GivemeyournumberIwillcallyou..

TheyexchangednumbersasRefawatchedthen



hegotbackinthecaranddroveoff.

Refa:You'reunbelievable

Kaene:Markmywords,that'smywife,it'sapity

shedoesn'tknowshejustmetherhusband.

Whenyoutellpeoplethisatmyweddingthey

aregoingtothinkonategisaspeechmmeele

nnete.Thisismygirl...

Refa:Serious?

Kaene:Straight...Watch..

HejoinedthemainroadthenRefaclickedon

hisphone,hiseyeslandedonthebluetickson

Oarabile'smessages,hisheartpoundedasRabi

typedamessage...

Refa:ItoldRabithatChelseasaysRJismyson,

sheistyping.Godpleasegiveheraforgiving



heart.I'm achangedman,please...

Kaenepulledoverandtheybothstaredatthe

phoneasshetypedareply...

*

*

*

*

*

*

.
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InKaene'sCar...



Theguysanxiouslywaitedasshetyped,Kaene

turnedandputhishandoverRefa'schest,his

smiledathim feelingthethuddingofhisheart,

Refaslappedhishandoffandpushedhishead..

Kaene:(laughed)Peloyagagoeitaaekareya

ntšwanyanamonna

Refa:(laughed)Wanyelamesta...

Theyturnedandlookedatthephoneasshe

typed...

Babe:Hey,sorryforthelateresponse.Youhave

noideahowharditwastogetreceptionhere

butsomegirlshelpedmeout,I'm yettogeta

fewthingsdoneinordertosettleinbutenough

aboutme,wewillSkypelaterabouthowthings



arehere.Sorryyou'regoingthroughsomuch,i

can'timaginethepressureyou'reonespecially

aboutbeingcaughtbetweenhelpingRonaand

tryingtogetridofChelseaonlytofindoutshe

isthemotherofyourchild.IalwaysfeltRJis

yours,thatboylookslikeyouandaftergiving

birthtoyoursonikindofknewRJwasyours

becausemysoncameoutlookingexactlylike

RJwhenhewasalittlebaby.Rememberionce

saidittoyouandyousaidyou'resurebecause

youusedprotection.IevenaskedChelseaand

shealmostbitoffmynosetellingmeI'llnever

bemarriedintotheBandafamilyblabla.Istill

don'tunderstandwhyiwaswrongtoask,ijust

don'tunderstandwhyshefelttheneedtohideit

becausenoneofyouwaswrong.Iremember

thatnightverywell,shedidn'tknowyouandyou

didn'tknowher,totahelaidon'tunderstandwhy

RJisbeingputinthemiddleofallthis.Ifatall

Chelseawasn'tplanningtohurtyoukangwanai

don'tknowwhyshewashidingitbecausei



alreadysuspecteditandsheknew,weall

suspecteditatsomepoint.Wenaosematai

don'tblameyoufornotknowingkooreabenne

ororomahelajaanaobonaobuletswedirope

abeosaaparesentecondom legoelomaoe

lomaoengathangathakamenonkarekukuya

sia.(Refalaughedreadingthemessage)Idon't

thinkyoushouldbestressedaboutitthough,

youjusthavetosupportyoursonthesameway

yousupporttheothertwo.Lennawhenibuy

thingsforthekidsI'llhelpyououtasafriend

becausetotalennayouhavedonesomuchfor

me.I'm goingtoaskaboutthefeesofshipping

beforeicanbuyanything.Aboutthem leaving...

Mosolakeengkaomorobetsegale? ♀But

anywaysifitmakesyoufeelanybetterfinda

waytotellthem toleavewithoutsoundinglikea

jerk.Rememberwhenisaidyou'regoingto

sleepwithChelseaandyousaidno?It

happenedandyoucriedlikePeterafterdenying

Jesusthoughhewastoldandhedenied.Herei



am againswearingthatRonaknowsRJisyour

son,I'm surethat'swhatmadeiteasierforhim

toloveRJbecauseheishisbrothersboy.Iam

100%ChelseawassingleandChelseacan't

keepasecret,I'm actuallysurprisedshekept

thisoneforlong.Naturallyhelashetells,even

whenwewereyoungheusedtotellwhenwe

stolesomethingandwewouldgetwhipped.

Chelseadidn'thaveaboyfriendandshesaid

certainthingsican'ttellyoubecauseyou'rea

guybutshesaidthingsthatprovethattheP200

guywasthefirstshehadinalmostayear.Rona

wasn'tinthepictureandevenduringourchats

sometimesshewouldforgetandsaybeforei

metRonaiwouldhavecravingsuntiligaveup.

Thatshowsshemethim aftergettingpregnant.

SheandRonadeliberatelykeptyouawayfrom

RJbutI'm notsureabouttheirreasons,Chelsea

hasalwaysbeenaniceperson.Itrustedherout

ofallmycousin’sandthereisonlyonewayto

explainhersuddenchangeinbehaviour.She



resentedmeforgettingeverythingthatherson

deservedandgivingittoNatasha.That'sthe

onlyway. Sorryforwritingsuchalong

messagenkarekeEmmieakwaladiinserttsa

TwoWrongsInMaun.

HetookadeepbreathandlookedatKaeneas

hereadsmilingthenhepushedhim off...

Refa:Drivethedamncar...(sighed)Nowican

readkechilexitse

Kaene:WaitseRabioshap,wenamonnao

baesitse.Ithoughtshewillblowthingsoutof

proportion.

Refa:I'm Rabi'sboyfriendifsheisnotmy

girlfriendit'snoneofmybusiness.I'm goingto

updateherabouteverysinglethingandwewill

makedecisionstogethernomatterwhat.



Kaene:ButI'm startingtofeelsorryforyou

kanathismeansyourbrotherknewallalong.

Refa:IthinkRabiismistakenhere,Ronawould

nevergothatfar.Wewerenotraisedlikethat.

Kaene:Iagreewithher,ifyou'resoclosethen

howdidtheymeet?

Refa:Idon'tknow

Kaene:Whatabouthisexs,doyouknowhow

theymet?

Refa:HemetTrishwhenshewaspregnant,the

girlbeforeherwasalsopregnantandtheyleft

him fortheirbabydaddiesafterhehelpedthem

raisetheirkids.Iknowexactlywheretheymet

andhetoldmewhenhedid..

Kaene:DidhetellyoukaChelsea?

Refa:No,shejustappearedalepregnant

Kaene:Imightbewrongbutitlookslikeyour

brotherisattractedtopregnantwomen...Iknow



iloveshortwomen,wabonaBoagogoreo

kahenyana?That'swhatattractedmetoher

beforeIknewherandthenipickedthatsheis

selfless,washingallthatforfreeadirela

ngwanawamothoyomongwe,whatI'm saying

isweallhaveataste...Sidechickswerandomly

pickbecausekukukekukubutawomanyou

settlewithwagoithelaelegorewepickexactly

whatwedeeplywant,wepickthewomenwe

knowwillfulfillourdeepestdesiresevenifit's

peaceorjustsomething.I'm tellingyouRona

metChelseaalepregnant,heisnotmaking

muchmoneyandshewasstrandedsotoherit

wasalot.Thisguyprobablyenjoysthe

temporarylovewomengivehim becausethey

wanthim tohelptheirfatherlesschildren.Once

babydaddieswithseriousmoneycomethey

dumphim andthat'swhatbrokehim.Chelsea

probablythoughthehadmoneyonlytorealise

hehadnothing.Nowshewantstojumpfrom

thesinkingshiptotheother-you.Which



explainswhysheissuddenlyinterestedinyou

afterignoringyouforsolong.

RefawentsilentasKaenespokeanddrove

joiningtheroad..

Kaene:Don'tforgettoreplyRabi

Refaturnedandlookedoutsidethewindowas

thecarmoved...

AttheBandaHouse...

LaterthatafternoonMaAkofangsteppedoutof

thethecarandclosedthedoor..

MaAkofang:I'lltellyouwhenI'm done



RaAkofang:Ok,wasthatOarabileyouwere

talkingtoearlier?

MaAkofang:Yes,iwasaskingaboutschool

andeverything.

RaAkofang:HaveyouaskedaboutNatasha?

MaAkofang:YoushouldaskRefa

RaAkofang:Thisboystillscaresme

MaAkofang:(laughed)Butithinkour

conversationeasedhim.Herespondswelleach

timeiaskhim.

RaAkofang:Ithinkhejusttoleratesmebuthe

stilldoesn'tlikeme,idon'twanttobeonhis

faceallthetime.Hewillkillme

MaAkofang:(laughed)Don'tbedramatic

Shewalkedinthehouseandexchanged

pleasantrieswithMmaBandaastheysatonthe

couchwatchsomeprogram,afemaledoctor



putonastethoscopeandexaminedapatient..

MmaBanda:Ialwayswantedtobeadoctorbut

myparentsmademedropoutofschoolforno

reason.IgotAonmyPLSEandform2igotAin

allthesubjects.Itwasbackthenwhenjunior

schoolsendedwithForm 2.Myteacherswere

verysadandiremembermyclassteacher

cryingtomyfatherforhim toletmegoschool...

TheonlythingIeverwantedwastobeadoctor.

Myheartbreakseachtimeiseeafemale

doctor...ienvythem andatthesametimeiam

proudofthem.Theymakemehappyandican

smileonmyownjustlookingatthem atthe

hospital.Ifeellikeallwomenwhoaredoctors

achievedaverydifficultthingtoachieve.

MaAkofang:Rabiisgoingtobeadoctorwhen

shecomesbackfrom overseas.

MmaBanda:Rabiohe?



MaAkofang:WagaRefa,sheisoverseas,didn't

youknow?

MmaBanda:Whatmademethinksheisata

technicalcollege?

MaAkofang:TechnicalcollegeRabi?Rabiwas

atUB,nowsheisoverseas

MmaBanda:Heengwananyanayoopasitse

nneanalengwanakahaaimilewagaRefa?Go

raagoreobothalewaitse.Osure?

Shetookoutherphoneandshowedhera

pictureofRabiboardingtheplane,MaBanda

putherhandoverhermouthandshookher

hand.

MmaBanda:Andsheisactuallybeautiful...

(laughed)Mothoneatshubilwekeletsatsila

Mau



MaAkofang:(laughed)Ilovethisgirl.Shehas

beenthroughalotandsheisveryforgiving.

Whensheforgivessheforgiveswholeheartedly.

Sheisthedaughterineverhad,ihavenever

seensomeoneasforgivingasher,shetaught

Refatoforgive.Sheforcedhim toforgiveandi

thinkiftheydidn'tbreakuphewouldhave

turnedoutintoasuccessfulman.Sheis

brilliant.

MmaBanda:Theybrokeup?When?

MaAkofang:Awhileago,shedidn'ttellmewhy

butithinkit'sprobablybecausenoneofyou

wenttothemeetingofherpregnancyandeven

whenthebabywasbornnoneofyoucame.She

probablyjustdecidedtoleavehim,whydoyou

thinkRefaissoskinny,naaredon'tyouandyour

husbandtalk?

MmaBanda:Rebuakaemmakannamma

nekeilelangwananyanayomohihinghelakesa

iphanakoyagoitsegoreRabikemang?He



stoppedtalkingtomeaboutherbecausei

didn’twanttolisten,ifeellikeyou'retellingme

aboutatotallydifferentgirl.Ineverknewshe

wasclever,ididn'tevenlookatherthatmuchto

seeshewasactuallyyoungormaybeshehada

lotofstressbackthen...Whydidsheleavehim?

MaAkofang:Idon'tknow,I'm guessing

MaBanda:I'llaskRefaabouther,soyoutwo

talk?

MaAkofang:YeskoWhatsApp

MaBanda:(gaveherthephone)Doialsohave

WhatsApp?

MaAkofang:(checkingherphone)No,you

havetodownloadit.Ittakestime.Akofang

taughtmethisalongtimeago.Idon't

rememberhowtheydownloadit.AskFela

MaBanda:(stoodup)Letmegoaskhim



SheshoutedFelapacingtohisroom.....

AtRefa'sHouse....

LaterthateveningRefawalkedinandclosed

thedoorasRonasatonthecouchwatching

newswhileChelseasweptthehouse...

Heslowlywalkedbetweentheglasstableand

thecouchthenhesatdownandputhiskeyson

thetable,heleanedbackandputhisfootover

hiskneelookingatthem..

Refa:(calmly)Ronawee?

Heturnedaroundlookingathim andpointed

theremoteattheTVreducingthevolume...



Rona:(calmly)Mhh?

Refa:WhydidyouandChelseadecidetokeep

mysonforyourselves?

Rona'sheartskippedasheturnedlookingat

Chelseawhostoppedsweepingandheadedto

thekitchen,Refaangrilystoodupandgrabbed

herbythehairpullingheroverandpushedher

overRona

Ronacaughthersittingonhislapandputher

downthenhestoodup.

Rona:Whatdoyouthinkyou'redoing?

Refawenttotheirbedroom andglancedatRJ

sleepingonthebed,heclosedthedoorand

walkedbackfoldingthesleevesofhisshirt...



Refa:Let'sallbehonestandstoprunning

aroundacirclelookingforacorner.Chelsea

toldmethetruthRona,nowisyourturn.

*

*

*

.
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AtRefa'sHouse..

Rona:Chelseagoinside,I'lltalktohim.

Refa:Nothappening,sheissittingrightthere



andtellingmethetruthorelsebothofyouare

goingtojail.IfyoustandonemoretimeI'llslap

you

Rona:(angrily)Refayou'rebeingdisrespectful,

whatmakesyouthinkyoucanslapChelseain

frontofme?

Refa:Lethertestmethen,I'm tryingtotalkto

bothofyouaboutmychild.Nooneisleaving

becausethisconversationisaboutthethreeof

us.Chelseawhoisonthebirthcertificate?

Chelsea:(sittingdown)Rona

Refa:(sittingdown)Doyouknowthatit's

againstthelawtoknowinglygivefalse

informationonabirthcertificate?Youcan

actuallygotojailforthat.Chelseaalreadytold

methetruthwenaRona,I'm givingyoua

chancetocomecleanbutifyouwantmeto

involvethepoliceIwill.



Ronatookadeepbreathandsighedsitting

downnexttoChelsea...

Rona:Ididn'tknowRJwasyours,iknewshe

hadaboyfriendwhom shesaidshedidn'twant

todestroyhisrelationship.Ididn’taskmuch

aboutitbutiacceptedRJ

Refa:Thenhowcomeyoudon'tactsurprised

thatRJismyson?

Rona:Howdoigetsurprisedwhenmybrother

isreadytoattackmeinfrontofmywoman?

ReallyRefawhat'swrongwithyou?I

understandyou'reangrybutyou'regettingout

ofline.

Chelsea:AnditoldyouthatRonadoesn'tknow

aboutthis

Refa:SoRonayouwantmetobelieveyou

acceptedthiskidwithoutknowinghisfather?



Rona:Ididn'tneedtoknowtheguy,believe

whatyouwantandwhenyousnapoutofthat

angerclouddon'tcomeapologisetome,iwill

notforgetthis.

Refa:Ronajustapologisetome,I'm noteven

goingtofightyoubecausedespiteeverything

youdidtomeistillrespectyou.Allyouhaveto

sayisI'm sorry,maybeI'm missingsomething

ormaybeyouknowexactlywhyyoumadethat

decision,idon'tgetpeoplewhocan'tadmitto

theirfaults.Whynottellmethetruthbecause

youcanseeiknow.I'm notstupid.

Refapickedhisphonebythetableandwalked

pasthim headingtothebedroom...

Refa:Ronawearestilltalking,youcan'twalk

awayandiknowthatyouknowiknow,why

can'tyouatleastexplaintomewhyyoudid



whatyou?

Thebedroom doorshutandRefasighedturning

backtoChelsea..

Refa:Ithoughtyou'removingout,didn'tyoutell

meyoudecidedtomoveout?

Chelsea:(stammering)I...

Refa:Pleasemakeitfast,ididn'tkickyouout

yousaidyou'releavinganditalkedtoanother

personatworkwhodoesn'thave

accommodation.Itoldthem youtwoare

movingoutandhewillgetyourbedroom.

Chelsea:SoimoveoutwithRJ?

Refa:Heisyoursonisn'the?Kanaobatang.?I

can'tstaywithababy,idon'tevenstaywithmy

ownchildrenbecauseidonightshiftsand

someemergenciesgetmeoutofbedat



midnight.Takeyourwholefamilyandleave

akereyou'rejustheretodestroymylife.

Heturnedaroundandknockedonthebedroom

door,Ronaopenedthedoorandtheylookedat

oneanother..

Refa:YesterdaywhenChelseawastellingme

RJismysonshealsotoldmesheismoving,i

kindofexpectedtofindyoutwopackingbutit's

fine,youcanleavetomorrow.

Rona:Areyoukickingmeout?

Refa:Chelseasaidyou'releavingandigave

someonethisbedroom,tomorrowthatperson

willbemovinginsoifyoucanleavebefore

12pm thatwillbegreat.Thanks

Rona:Fine,I'lltakemyfamilyout.

Refa:Thanks,andsinceyou'remyson'sstep



fatherpleasetryandknowwheretodrawthe

line.Letmeknowifheneedsanything.

Ronaclosedthedooronhisfaceandheturned

tohisroom whereheclosedthedoor.

InRona'sRoom....

MinuteslaterChelseawalkedintheirroom and

satonthebedasRonalaidbehindRJwithhis

arm aroundhim...

Chelsea:Canwetalk?

Ronaslowlygotupandlookedather,hehad

seenitbeforeandheknewwhereshewas

going.Italwaysstartedwithhisgirlfriend



revealingtotheothermanthatheisthefather

thencamethisline"Wedecideditsbestwe

raiseourchildtogether"herubbedhishands

togetherandlookedather...

Chelsea:I'm sorryfortellingRefathetruth,i

can'tkeepsecretsandithauntedme.Iknow

whatipromisedyoubutovertimeifeltitwas

wrongbutiwasafraidtohurtyouormakeyou

guyshateeachothersoitoldhim thetruthbuti

didn’ttellhim youknew.Ididn’twantyouto

fight.Istillloveyouandiwanttobewithyouif

youdon'tmind.

Ronapulledheroverandhuggedherrubbing

herback...

Rona:I'm sorryforputtingyouundersomuch

pressure,youdidtherightthingtotellhim and



thecoveringformewasbrilliantbutI'lltellhim

thetruth,justnotnow.Heisinabadspaceand

Refahashistimes,hesnapswhenheisundera

lotofpressure.

Chelsea:Whatdoyoumean?

Rona:Obataomothaloganya.Sometimes

whenheisnotinthemoodandhetellsyouto

stopdoingsomethingjuststopbecauseyou'll

neverknowwhathewilldowhenhesnaps.He

cameinangrysohadiadmittedanythinghe

coulddoneanything.

Chelsea:Ok

Rona:Wehavetomovebacktomyparents

houseandwaitforthetenantstomoveoutin

3.weeksthenwecanmoveintotheservant's

quarters.

Chelsea:Ok...(smiled)Ican'twaittostaywith

yourmom,sheisfun

Rona:(smiledandkissedher)Iloveyou



Chelsea:Iloveyoutoo

TheyhuggedasRonakissedherandsighedin

relief.....

AtKaene'sHouse...

ThenextmorningKaenewalkedoutofthe

bathroom withatoothbrushanddialedBoago...

Boago:Hello?

Kaene:Hi,itsKaene.Wemetyesterdaywhen

youweredoinglaundryatyouraunt'shouse

remember?

Boago:Eerra,ihaveyourP60.Iwouldhave

comeearlierifiknewyourhousenumbersoi

canwashthem earlier.Givethehousenumber



andI'llwillgetataxi

Kaene:It'sok,I'm alreadyinyour

neighbourhood.I'llpickyouup,youstaywhere

Rabiusedtostayright?

Boago:Yes

Kaene:Alright,doesyoursongotopreschool?

Boago:It'sagirlandshedoesn't,Ileaveher

withmymotherwhenI'm working

Kaene:No,comewithher.I'm goingtoworkin

theafternoonsoI'llkeepaneyeonherwhile

you'reworking.

Boago:Sheisafraidofpeoplethisoneandshe

toucheseverything,idon'twanthertobreak

anything.

Kaene:Boagowee?

Boago:Rra

Kaene:What'syourdaughter'sname?



Boago:Kate

Kaene:PleasecomewithKate

Boago:(laughed)Eerraketaataleene.

Kaene:I'llcallwhenI'm atthegate.

Hehungupandgotdressedthenheleft....

AtMmaAkwana'shouse...

Minuteslaterheparkedatthegateanddialed

her...

Boago:Hello?

Kaene:Kekogating

Boago:I'm coming



Hehungupandsighedwaiting,aminutelater

Boagowalkedoutofherclayhouseholdingher

daughter'slaunchboxthenshefoldedherother

fingersgivingheronetoholdon,kategrabbed

herfingerandwalkedbehindher.

Kaeneopenedthedoorwhilesittinginside..

Boago:I'llsitintheback,idon'twantherto

openthedoorwhenthecarismoving.

Kaene:Getinthefront,I'llputitonChildlock

mode.

Hesteppedoutandswitchedthedoorstochild

lockmodethenheclosedthedoorandgotin

thedriversseat,heturnedtothebackand

smiledatKate.



Kaene:HiKate

Kate:Hello

Kaene:You'reveryveryveryveryverybeautiful

Kate:(giggled)Thankyou

Kaene:(smiled)Andwhenyousmileyou

becomeveryveryveryverybeautiful,isaid

you'rewhat?

Kate:(snortedlaughing)Veryverybeautiful

Kaene:Ok..

HeturnedbackandlookedatBoago..

Kaene:Hi

Boago:Hi..

Kaene:Sorryitooksolong...

Boago:It'sok.



Hedroveoff.

***

OnatthehouseBoagoheadedtothebathroom

holdingherdaughter'shand,KaenepickedKate

from behindandtickledherasshegiggled.

Kaene:Wearegoingtomakebreakfast,isthat

OK?

Boago:Watchher,shewillbreakthings.

Kaene:Ihavenephews,iknow...

Theywenttothekitchenandmadebreakfast

whileBoagodidthelaundry....



AtAuntDoris'sHouse...

LaterthatmorningMmagweRonasteppedout

ofthecarasauntDorishungthebaby'spants

ontheline,surprisedtoseetherichpeopleshe

frownedandheldherwaist.MmaBandasmiled

andshookherhand...

MmaBanda:(smilingfrom eartoear)

Dumelang,howareyou?

AuntDorisrespondedstillshockedandpartof

herwonderingwhatcomplainttheycamewith,

butthenRabilefttheirsonsowhatdidshe

want?

MmaBanda:Icametocheckonthechildren

AuntDoris:Whichchildren?



MmaBanda:Refa'schildren,howisNatasha?

AuntDoris:Sheisatschool,sheisinpreschool

MmaBanda:Andtheboy?

AuntDoris:Heissleeping

MmaBanda:Ohok,ijustwantedtoseethem,i

haven'tbeenabletoseethem sincetheywere

inthecity.

AuntDoris:Butyouneverevencametothe

acknowledgementmeeting,ihonestlycan'tlet

youseethebabyunlessoneoftheparents

permitmebecauseyouandmehavenever

reallytalked,I'm notsureifthebabyissafewith

you.

MmaBanda:Iunderstand,ishouldhavetalked

toRefaorRabi,I'lltalktoRefa

AuntDoris:Pleasedo,bye

MmaBanda:Bye



ShegotinthecaranddroveoffasauntDoris

watchedindisbelief,shetookouther

Oarabile:AreyousureitwasRefa'smother?

Thatonedoesn'tlikeme,ihopeit'snotMa

Akofang

AuntDoris:AoMaAkofangekarekebeile

botsetseleene,iknowmaAkofang.It'sRefa's

mother.

Oarabile:Iyoo,butiftheywanttostartseeing

theirsonit'sfine.I'm notgoingtoletour

problemsaffecthim.Letthem seehim ifthey

wantbuttheyshouldn'ttakehim,theywillonly

takehim whenweknowforsurethebabyis

safethere.I'lltalktoRragweNatashaandhear

whathehastosay.Ifhesaysit'sfinethenit's

ok.

AuntDoris:Okbutiwonderwhythesudden

changeofheart,thereissomethingshewants



Oarabile:Maybesheishappyifinallylefther

son,alltheyeverwantedwasformetoleave

him.

AuntDoris:Wewillseeherintentionsastime

goeson.

Oarabile:(laughed)Onkgathaomotima

ngwana

AuntDoris:Kemoswabisitsemosadiyowa

lapisamogomaswe,nasareomosadimogolo

mongwanengwagagwe,ijabye

Oarabile:(laughed)bye

Sheputdownherphoneandsatnexttothe

babyfeedinghim...

AttheBandaHouse...



LateronMmaBandawalkedinthehouseand

satnexttoherhusband...

Her:Waitseweneedtogoandapologiseto

Rabi'sfamilyforabandoningourchildren,itwas

notnecessarytotatobethatangry...Ipassed

theretoseethebabybutthatwomandidn't

seem totrustmesoithinkweshouldjustgoas

afamilytoapologiseforthehurtand

embarrassment.Whatdoyouthink?

Surprised,rragweRefaturnedandlookedather

lovingly.Therewasaknockonthedoorthen

Chelseawalkedincarryingherson...

Chelsea:Dumelang..

Both:Dumelang...



MmaBandagotRJandplayedwithhim as

Chelseawalkedinwithabag,Ronafollowedher

withanotherbag...

Rona:I'm movinginforawhile,ithinkfora

monthortwo.

RragweRona:WhathappenedatRefa'sHouse?

Rona:Wehadanargument

RragweRona:Aboutwhat?

Rona:Itwasnothing,justsillythings.

Theywenttothebedroom andputdowntheir

bagsthenRragweRonatookoutthephoneand

dialedRefa.

Refa:Hello?

Him:Okobetsengmogoloowena?



Refa:Didyouaskhim whathappened?

Him:Hesaysit'sjustsillythings,ithoughtyou

twoareadultsnow,whydidyouchasehim?

Refa:BecauseRJismyson,heknewthisand

keptitawayfrom eneleChelsea

MmaagweRefa:What?Idon'tunderstand

RragweRefa:Monnaweeakootekwano..

(lookedatthetime)Comehere,ochaisitse

akere?

Refa:Eerra,I'm coming

Hehungupandshookhisheadlookingathis

wife.RonaandChelseacontinuedpackingtheir

thingsinthespareroom.MinuteslaterRefa

knockedandwalkedin...

Hetookaseatandexchangedgreetingswith

hisparentsasRonawalkedout...



RragweRona:Comehaveaseat,callChelsea

keutwegorelareng.

Ronawalkedbackinsideandafewminutes

passedwhiletheywerestillinthere...

RragweRona:Rona?Wantiakanakego

emetse

Theywalkedoutandsatonthecouchfacing

Refa...

RragweRona:Chelsea?

Chelsea:Rra?

RragweRona:Obonabashimanyanaba?

Chelsea:Eerra



RragweRona:Salebagolaabebannakana

gaisebailane,bakalwakakebasimanemme

helagalephirimebangallane,that'showi

raisedthem.Iwantyoutotellmehowit

happenedthatoneiskickingouttheother.

*

*

*

*

*

.
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AtBanda'shouse



ChelsellookeddownasthewholeBandafamily

waited...

Banda:Wouldyouratherwecallafamily

meeting?CallthewholeBandaclanandyour

parents?

Chelsea:(lowvoice)No

MmaagweRona:I'm confusedwhodatedher

first?

Refa:Ididn'tdateher,wehadsexforP200,

that'showshefellpregnant.Idon'tknowwhen

Ronasleptwithher.

MmaagweRonaliftedhereyebrowsinshock

andfoldedherarmslookingatChelseafor

perhapsastatementagainstwhatRefasaidbut

shejustlookeddown.



Banda:YoupaidherP200forsexandnever

usedacondom?

Refa:Iusedacondom goraaebeethubega

Banda:Ronawhendidyoumeether?

Rona:Imetherwhenshewasalreadypregnant.

Imetheradaybeforewewentforameetingat

theirhouse

Bothparentsturnedandlookedathim in

shock...

Rona:Trishhaddumpedme,iwasstressedout.

Iwaswalkingalongtheroadandifoundher

standingthere.Agroupofrebelliousteenswere

approachingandiwantedtomindmybusiness

soiwalkedpastherbutthenifeltguilty,

somethinginmedidn'twanttoleaveherout

thereseeingshewaspregnant.Iturnedback



andstoodnexttoher,theboyspassedandshe

couldn'tstopthankingme.Papaicalledyou

andwedroppedherhometogether,whenwe

gotthereherauntthoughtshecaughtme

probablybecauseChelseahadbeenrefusingto

tellthem whothefatheris.Iwasattractedto

herinstantly,ourswasloveatfirstsight...I

didn’thavetohavesexwithherorpayher,i

didn'tseeaprostitute,isawavulnerable

womancarryingachildofanirresponsible

father.IpromisedherI'dbethereforherand

thebabyandthat'sexactlywhatidid.Ilater

foundoutitwasRefa'schild,shedidn'twaste

timetellingmeanditoldhernottotellhim

becauseididn’twanttocomplicatehis

relationshipwithRabu.Lehaobonaaebaya

ekarekemoloikemothositsekagoreRabi

nkabeamothadile,Chelseaalsodidn'twantto

hurtRabibecausesheishercousin.Wewere

facedwiththedifficultdecisionofrevealinga

secretthatcouldhurtthepeopleweloveorjust



takecareofitandhopenaturewilltakecareof

itscourse.Idon'thateRefa,ipracticallyraised

him,whywouldihatehim orhurthim

intentionally?I'm thefirstpersonhecomesto

whengetshurtandialwaystakecareofhim

despitethesituationathand.Kemalobahela

haalelawenamamalepapaleganagoemale

eneaimisitse.Itooktheresponsibilityofa

parentandstoodbyhisside,youbothgotangry

withmebutistoodmygroundbecausethisis

mylittlebrother.I'm definitelynotaperfectbig

brotherandthisisdefinitelyoneofthe

mistakesIhavedone,ihavehurthim andi

acknowledgethatbutitwasn’toutofhate.

Thereissomuchicouldsayaboutmylovefor

him,imissedaveryimportantmeetingforhim

justsohecangoandhugawomanwho

alreadydumpedhim.Wehadaflattyreandhe

wantedtocryonthemiddleofnowhere.Itold

him tostaywiththecarwhileihitchhikedto

gethelp.Iworkedhardthatdaykebatadispare



wheeljustsowedon'tmissRabi'sflight.Ilove

mybrothersoidon'twanttohearanyofyou

makemethebadguybecauseI'm not.

Refaleanedbackandrubbedhisface...

Refa:I'm notdenyingthatyou'regoodtomebut

RonabeforeihadBambinoidesperately

wantedababyandyouhadmine,watchedme

thewholetimeandneverevenfeltbadenough

tosayhereyougo?

Rona:IfeltbadbutiknewRabiwillgiveyouone

whenthetimewasright,shelovedyouenough

toriskhereducationforyoutohaveason,only

foryoutohurtherwithrandom girls.Ifthereis

somethingweshouldbeaddressingisyour

inabilitytoresisttemptationwhenyou're

stressed.Thisiswhatcostyouyourfamilyand

nowyouwanttheworldtothinkyou'restressed



aboutRJ,yesyou'rehurtbutnotenoughtobe

kickingmeout.You'restressedhelakaRabi,

thefactthatshedoesn'tloveyouanymore.

Refa:Soyouwon'tapologiseforwhatyoudid?

Rona:I'm sorry,butlet'sbehonestdeepdown

youknowididn’tdothisoutofhate

Refa:(sighedcalmly)Iknowthatbut...Youkept

mysonforalmost2years!That'salongtime

Rona:AndI'm sorry,canyouforgiveme?Can

wenowacceptthepast?Wecan'tchangethati

didbutnowhowdowemoveon?What'sthe

nextstep?KeraagorefineRJkengwanawa

gagoee,sowamotsayakanajang?Whatdo

wetellhim?

Banda:Waitsennaabelemmakaditsebuthe

hasapoint,whatdowedonow?

Refa:Keephim,youalreadytookhim akere.He

callsyoupapaandhecallsmeuncle.



Rona:Idon'twantemotionaldecisions,

tomorrowyou'llbesayinganotherthingwheni

haveraisedhim.

Refa:Keephim,I'llonlytroubleyouifyou'renot

takingcareofhim akerewareotaakgona.You

andChelseamadethatdecision,I'm notgoing

tochangeit.Chelseaisthemotherandshe

knowsbetter,shechoseamanwhocanfather

betteranditsok.I'm fine.

Banda:Areyousure?

Refa:Yes

Banda:Everythingremainsthesame?

Refa:Yes

MmaBanda:Justlikethat?I'm justsurprised

thatthiswomanfindsitokto-

Rona:Andanotherthing,iwillnotletanyofyou

tousethisopportunitytoinsultthemotherof

mychild.Irespectherandallofyouwillhaveto



respecther,ifyoucan'trespectherit'sokbut

youwillnotinsultherortreatherthewayyou

treatedRabi.KelonalethadisitsengRefaand

heallowedyoutodoitbutiwon't.IbelieveRabi

wouldhaveforgivenRefaifhehadsupport

ngwanawabathoneaipotsagoreifshe

continueshowwillshemanageinthefuture

becauseweknowparentsareimportant.She

knewitwaspointlesstobewithhim because

hewouldn'tevenmarryher.Chelseaisnot

goingthroughthat,Wearenotevengoingtosit

hereandinterrogateherbecauseitoldyou

whathappened,sheisnottalking,takeitor

leaveit.Sheisnotpartofthis,shealreadyhas

Rabitodealwithkogabonekoo.

ChelseaturnedandlookedatRona,tearsfilled

hereyesandsherubbedhereyes...



Rona:Wehavealotofbags,isitOKifChelsea

goestounpack?

Banda:Ronayoushockedme.Istillfindithard

tobelieveRJis

MmaagweRona:Selosegotwengmothoke

nnetegaseitseweesenaga.Iwouldhavenever

thoughtChelseasleptwithmenforP200let

alonemakebothofmysonssupportonechild,

RonasupportedwhileRefapaidschool.Thisis

thehighestform of-

Rona:(turnedtoChelsea)Pleasegoinside

Banda:Idon'tknowifmovinginnowisagood

ideabecauseyourmotherandChelseahaven't

talked

Chelsea:I'llgostaywithmyaunt..

Shewalkedinthebedroom asthefamily

remainedonthecouch,MmaBandaturnedto



Refaandsighed..

MmaBanda:HowisRabiandschool?

Refa:Sheisdoingfine,whyareyouasking?

MmaBanda:I'm justasking

Banda:Thereissomethingwewanttotalkto

youaboutconcerningyourchildrenandhowwe

handledthings.

Refa:Idon'tunderstand

Banda:Startingwithbeingtooinvolved,yeswe

diditoutoflovebutwerealisehowmuchithas

affectedyourrelationship.

Refatookouthisphoneandpresseditlikehe

wascheckingthetimethenhepressedrecord

andputitdownashisparentscontinued

talking....



AtKaene'sHouse...

Boagofinishedironinghisclothesandputaway

theironingboardwhileKatelaidasleeponthe

couch,Kaenesatonthecouchrestinghisarms

overthecouchbacksmilingatBoago...

Kaene:Bo-a-go

Boago:(laughedputtinghislastshirtonthe

hanger)Keeng?

Kaene:(smiledlookingatherhands)Nothing...

Wankgathahela..Yourhandsaresmalland

slowbutyougetthejobdone,katswaoneela

blowjobemonate

Boago:(laughed)Mxm...You'recrazy



Shepickedhisclothesandheadedtothe

bedroom.

Kaene:Canibringtherest?

Boago:Yes

Hepickedthetheclothesandfollowedherto

thebedroom whereheputthem onthebedand

satontheedgelookingatherasshehung

them...

Kaene:Wouldyoumindgoingoutonadate

withme?

Boago:Idon'tsleepwithmyclients.

Kaene:I'm notyourclient,idomyownlaundry.I

justwantedanexcusetospendtimewithyou

Boago:Pleaserespectmybusiness.



Sheturnedaroundholdinghisshirt..

Boago:Iunderstandthatawomanwhocomes

toyourhousetodochoresforP60seemslike

aneasytargetbutI'llreallyappreciateitifyou

respectmeenoughnottomakemovesonme.

Kekopagotheogelahelaosampatemarato.I

getoffendedbymenwhothinkjustbecauseI'm

doinglaundryicansleepwithyoutogetan

extracash.I'm verydisappointed,ididn'tthink

you'ddothatsinceyou'reRefa'sfriend.Clearlyi

waswrong.

Sheturnedaroundandclosedthewardrobe

thenshewenttothelivingroom andpickedher

daughter,Kaenequicklyputonhisshoesand

carriedherbagforher..



Kaene:Canidropyouoff?

Boago:No,wearefine.

Kaene:I'm sorry,ididn'tthinkitwouldbea

problem

Boago:Wearefine,bye

Sheputherdaughteroverhershoulderand

walkedoutasKaenefollowedher...

Kaene:AommacaniatleasttakeKatehome?

Okatenegajaanankarekegorogileakereke

rilesorry?I'm sorryforeverythingIsaid,cani

havethefriendihadminutesago?Please.

Boago:Nowiunderstandwhyyouwerebeing

nice,youthoughtifyouplayniceI'llsayyesto

everything.

Kaene:Playingnice?Howdididothat?



Boago:Bye

Shewalkedoutashesighedandwalkedback....

AtRefa'sHouse....

LaterthateveningRefawalkedinthehouseand

closedthedoorrecordingavoicenote..

Refa:Irecordedthewholeconversation,you

shouldhearthis.I'm sendingitnow.

Oarabile:Thanks

Hesentthevoicerecorderandthrewhimself

acrossthebedwaitingforherresponsewitha

littlesmile...



Oarabile:Iunderstand,I'm happytheywantus

tomendourrelationship.Forthesakeofour

sonI'llforgivethem.Wecandefinitely

communicateanddoallthatbuthaveyoutold

them I'm notwithyouanymore?

Refa:Whatdoyoumean?

Oarabile:It'sstilloverRefa,istillhaven't

changedmymind.

Herubbedhisheadandtyped...

Refa:Pleasedon'ttalklikethis,iloveyouandi

knowyouloveme.Myparentswanttosend

peopletoyourfamilytocorrecttheirmistakes

andaskfortheprocedureformagadi.Iwantto

marryyou...Didyouevenlistentotherecording?

Oarabile:Ilistenedtohalfofitonly,ke

itsapisiwakeyourmotherbecauseiknowshe



islyingbutigettheidea.I'm happytheylikeme

butitdoesn'tchangehowifeelaboutyou.I'm

goingtoread,talklater.

Shewentofflineandsighedsadly.Minuteslater

sheupdatedherWhatsAppstatus

"OnestepatatimeRabi,thingsarefallinginto

placebackathome.Nowworkhardandgo

backhome"

Hereadherstatussmilingandpeeledoffthe

blanketsthenhedroppedhimselfinsideand

laidonhisbackstaringatherpicturesadmiring

her.

FIVEYEARSLATER....

*



*

*
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Atthesalon...

Chelseamassagedherclient'snailsonawhite

towel,shelookedathernailsandsmiled

admiringherselfandherglitteringring.



Her:(stuckhertongueout)Ulalaa.…shem

peoplelookatmynails!Andican'tbelieveyou

cleanedmyring.Itlookssoshiny...Irelaxedmy

daughter'shair2daysbackanditchanged

color,heikatholakelwalakeipotsagorekago

reng.Yesterdayatchurchikepthidingmyhand

thinkingwomenwillgossipaboutmyringbeing

lessquality

Chelsea:(laughed)I'm notmarriedbutiknow

thatChemicalschangecolorstsadiring,and

it'seasytocleanitoff.Anytimeyouneedit

cleanedupgivemeacallandI'llhaveitshining

likeitwasthefirstday.

Her:Alrightboo

ShegotupandhandedherP150fornailsand

P30forthecleaningofthering,Chelseashoved

itinherwaistpurseandcleaneduphertable



beforeheadingtotheoffice.Shegotherbook

andupdatedtheinformationleaningoverthe

table,Ronawalkedindraggingherfeetandput

hishandoverherback,sheturnedaroundand

huggedhim ashehuggedhersadlytakingoff

histie..

Shelookedinhiseyesandknewhedidn'tgetit

again..

Chelsea:Iloveyou...(rubbedherbump)This

littlegirllovesyou.

Ronasatdownandrubbedhisfaceasshe

stoodnexttohim...

Rona:Youshouldfindyourselfamancapable

oflovingyouandsupportingyou.Youcan't



keeppretendingtobeokdatingauselessman

whocan'tevenpayforyourhair.(tearfully)

You're7monthspregnantandI'm notdone

buyingthingsforthebaby.Icouldn'teven

affordtogiveRJP1forCivilianday.Peoplelook

atmewalkinginhereemptyhandedandhungry

whenyou'remakingmoney.Let'sbehonest,

youdon'tneedme

Chelseaclosedthedoorandsatdownfacing

him...

Chelsea:Therewasatimeinmylifewheni

usedtothinkloveismoney,ialmostlostmyself

chasingmoneyuntil5yearsago,amaniwasn't

sureaboutshowedmeloveinthefunniest

way...Hedefendedmewheniexpectedthe

wholethingtoblowuponmyface,iexpected

thewholeofMauntolaughatmeandmakeme



thetopicoftheyear.Hemadesurethewhole

thingendedbefore30minutesanditwasnever

discussedagainbecauseeveryonekeeps

sayingifyousaythisaboutherRonawillget

angry.Forthepast5yearsyouhavebeen

showingmenothingbutlove,iwantlovenot

money.IfI'm lovedicanmakemoremoneyand

themoremoneyimakethelessstressedyou

shouldbe.I'm notbuyingthebaby'sthings

becauseiknowyou'llbuythem,yourtenderis

coming,iknowit.I'm hopeful.Iknowisaythis

everyyearbutthistimeifeelit.

Rona:I'm gettingrejectionseverywhere,don't

holdyourbreath.

Sheopenedhercashboxandhandedhim

P300...

Chelsea:Canyoupleasegowaitformeat



home,todayI'm knockingoffearlybecauseI'm

tired.

Hesadlystoodupandsighedtouchingher

bump...

Rona:(sighed)Thanks

Chelsea:No,thankyouforlovingmeand

showingmewhatloveis.Youbringoutthebest

inme

Shekissedhim andhewalkedout...

AtRona'sHouse....

Minuteslaterhesteppedoutofthetaxiand

paidbeforeheadingtothedoor,onceinthe



househesatonthebedandtookouthis

pocketcontentsputtingthem onthetable,he

staredattheP300Chelseahadgivenhim and

tearsfilledhiseyes.

Heblinkedandatearrandownhischeekdown

hischin,herubbedhischeekandwhispereda

shortprayerwithhiseyesclosed.Thesitting

room doorandRjwalkedindragginghis

bag,Ronaquicklyrubbedhiseyesandflasheda

smileasRJsmiledandjumpedonthebed...

RJ:Hipapa

Rona:(gothisbag)littlemanwhatsup,let'ssee

whatyouwerewritingtoday,doyouhave

homework?

RJ:Yes,it'shere



HegothisbooksandhelpedRJwithhomework.

Hereceivedacallandpausedwiththe

homework...

Rona:Hello?

Voice:Hiyou'retalkingtoRosinaattheMinistry

of-

Rjdroppedhislaunchboxandspilledhisfood

asheputthephonebetweenhisshoulderand

earpickingitup..

Rosina:Thisisconcerningthetender

submissionyoumadethreemonthsago,

Reference103/115

Rona:Iremember

Rosina:Willyoupleaseavailyourselfon

Thursdayat10am inGaborone?



Rona:I'm inMaunbutI'llbethere.Didiwinthe

tender?

Rosina:Ihaveonlybeentoldtocontactyou

Rona:Iunderstand,bye

Hehungandsighed.Chelseawalkedinand

droppedherhandbagonthebed...

Chelsea:Whoisthat?

Rona:Batendering,I'm alreadytiredofbeing

calledwhennothingeverturnsup.Theywant

meinGaborone,I'm notgoing

Chelsea:Youhavetogo,youdon'thavea

choice

Rona:Idon'thavemoneyfortransport,hadi

wonthetendersje,wouldhavetoldmeorI

wouldhavereceivedaletter



Chelsea:You'regoing,I'llhustlethatbusfee.

Mmewatsamaya

Rona:Whatareyoudoingheresoearly?

Thoughtyouknockofflater

Chelsea:Youwerestressed,thoughtI'dcome

byandcookforyouguysbeforegoingback.

Rona:Ok,bythewayareyougoingtocheckon

Refalater,justtodothelasttouchups

Chelsea:Thesurpriseparty,iremembernow

Rona:Yeah,willyoucomewithme?

Chelsea:Withsuchabigbump?I'drathernot

besidesidon'tthinkRabiwouldlovetoseemy

face,I'llgogreetherthefollowingday

Rona:Alright..

HecontinuedhelpingRJ....



AtauntDoris'sHouse...

LaterthatafternoonauntDorissatinfrontof

thehousewashingthechildren'suniform as

Natashawalkedinthehouseandsatonthe

couchwatchingTV,Bambinowalkedovertoher

pullingherarm..

Bambino:Let'sgoplay

Natasha:BinoI'm watchingTV

Bambino:(tearfully)Butiwanttoplay..

Natasha:JustwaitOK

Bambinowalkedtohisgrannycryingand

leanedagainstherrubbinghiseyes...

Bambino:(crying)Natashaisrefusingtoplay



AuntDoris:(sighed)God,ineverknowhowto

solvethisone...BathogatweRabiotalenga

nthusedireporttsamalatsiothe...(shouted)

Natashacomeplaywithyourbrother!

Natasha:(staringatthescreen)I'm tiredandi

wanttowatchShimmerandShine,Binonever

stopsplaying

Bambinoburstintotearscryingholdingatoy..

Bambino:Grannybeathersoshecanplaywith

me..

AuntDorislaughedandpickedhim up,sheput

him onherlapandrubbedhiseyesasRefa's

carpulledover...

AuntDoris:(pointed)Daddy



Bambinogaspedsmilingandrantothecaras

Refasteppedoutandpickedhim up...

Refa:Heychampion,what'sup?

Bambino:(smiled)Fine

Natashaheardherfather'svoiceoutsideand

sprungout,shejumpedonhim andheliftedher

upwiththeotherarm granting..

Refa:Jesus,you'resoheavy

Natasha:(giggled)No,I'm not!

Heputthem downandshookhandswithaunt

Doriswhohandedhim achair,hesatdownand

sighed...



AuntDoris:Howareyoumyboy?

Refa:I'm fine,um...Ihavebeenplanninga

surprisepartyforRabibutthenyesterdaymy

mothersuggestedthatidoitheresoherfamily

canbepartofit,idon'tknowifit'sagoodidea.

It'snotabigparty,iinvitedherfriendsandthe

familymembersofhersthatiknowthenafew

ofmine.Idon'tknowifit'sagoodidea,iwanted

torunitbyyou

AuntDoris:Itsoundswonderful,I'dloveitifits

doneherelennaketaakokorogasente(they

laughed)Andshewillbecompletelysurprised

becausesheknowsI'm justapooroldwoman

Refa:(laughed)Ithoughtso...(tookouthis

phone)Letmetellmybrothers,they'rehelping

meplanit.

AuntDoris:Ok,isthereanythingicando?

Refa:Um...No,ohiknow...LetBoagotakethe



kidstothesaloon.IwantRabitobeimpressed,

ayearbeforelastshecomplainedabout

Bambinonotcuttinghishair.

AuntDoris:Andsheaskedmethismorning

Refa:Yeah(handedherthemoney)Givethisto

Boago

AuntDoris:Ok..

Refa:I'm goingtotelltheguystomoveafew

things(lookedatthetime)Wedon'thavemuch

time...

AuntDoris:Ok

HegotinthecaranddroveoffasauntDoris

dialedBoago...

Boago:Hello?

AuntDoris:Canyoucometakethekidstothe



salon?Rabiisarrivingthisafternoonbut

Boago:Ok,I'm coming.Iwasalreadyvisiting

youtoshowyoumycertificate.

AuntDoris:Ok

Shehungupandcleaneduptheyard....

AtRefa'sHouse....

Refaparkedinfrontofthehouseandwalkedin

asthecleanerwipedthefurniture...

Refa:Areyounotdonealready?

Her:I'm finishingup

Refa:Idon'twantthehousehavingastrong

scentofthefresheners,shemightnotlikethat.



Her:I'm done...

Refahandedherthemoneyandsheleft,Refa

tookadeepbreathlookingatthewholehouse

thenheclickedonhismessages..

Babe: I'm attheAirportmoGabs,I'm waiting

fortheMaunflight.I'llprobablyarrivethereat5.

Whyareyouaskingmesomanytimes?

Refa: I'm justanxious,canipickyouup

whenyouarrive?

Babe: Shehheelang,no.You'reactinglike

I'm apresidenthao.I'llbringmyselfhome.

Refa:Please,I'm onmyknees

Babe:Thelasttimeicamethereyougaveme

firstclasstreatment,don'tpullthatstuntonme

again.Wetalkedaboutthisremember?Nogifts

orsideshowsofour-



Refa:(laughed)Ok,nosurprises

Babe:(laughed)Goodboy,bythewayyoulook

reallygood.Isawyourrecentpiconyourstatus.

Otshweredibody

Refa:(laughed)Ladiesandgentlemenbehold,

shegavemeacompliment!Forthefirsttimein

2years.

Babe:(laughed)Um..Igottogobye

Refa:Wait

Shewentofflineandheturnedaroundsmiling

atthecleanhouse,hisphonerang..

Refa:Hello?

Kaene:Ihaveextrachairswithmewheredoi

dropthem?

Refa:AuntDoris'sHouse,pleasehurry,sheis



coming

Kaene:Alright..

Hehungandlockedthehouse...

AtAuntDoris'sHouse....

Afewfamilymemberssetupeverythingas

Boagowalkedoutofthehousewiththe

children,Kaeneparkedinfrontofthehouse

thenBoagodashedbackinthehousewiththe

children,hesmiledandoffloadedthechairs

withafewguystherethenheheadedtothe

housewhereheknocked.AuntDorisstepped

out...

AuntDoris:OhKaeneright?



Kaene:Eemma,ibroughtchairs

AuntDoris:Ok,myboy...Whereareyouheaded?

Boagoistakingthechildrentothesaloon.

Kaene:(smiled)I'lltakethem tothesalonand

bringthem back.

AuntDoris:Thankyousomuch,(shouted)

Boago?Boago?Ithaganelelediakgaitsadio!

Kaeneturnedaroundandgotinthecarwitha

sillysmile,Boagoshrunkherangrilyandgotin

thecarwiththechildren.Kaenesmiledagainas

hereversedthecar...

Boago:Kooreotsayagorewakgathanerra?

Kaene:(laughed)Ok,thistimeididn’taskto

dropyouoff,yourauntaskedme,iswear.

HonestlyBoagowhyareyourejectingme?

Kanayou'remywifewaitse?



Boago:Youhaveagirlfriend

Kaene:I'm single,wareonkganelang?Kanawa

ijelasetsa

Boago:Gakeratemaaka,nnakegoganetse

goreomonte,cutemenbreakpeople'shearts.

Thatsmileisjustcoveringbofebe

Kaene:(laughed)Boagothemmaakesefebe?

BotsaRefa,I'm notthattype,I'm justtalkative

butakefebe.

Boago:No

Kaene:You'vewasted5yearsofour

relationship,letmetakeyououtgakefebaabe

onthalaee

Boago:Idon'twantmen,Ijustwanttoraisemy

daughter

Kaene:Kukuyagagokatswaeboileentse

nnyeegore

Boago:(laughedandcoveredhermouth)Stop,



theycanhearyou

Theybothlookedbackatthechildrenandthey

weretoobusywiththeirtoys.Thecardrove

pastRragweRefa'sWildtrackwithabigfat

goat.

Theoldmanparkedbythetreeandorderedthe

boystotakeitdownbeforeheadingtothe

housewithhiswife.AuntDoriswalkedoutof

thehouseholdingabowlofsnacksanfshook

handswiththem astheyallexchanged

pleasantries.

RragweRefa:Oursontoldusheisthrowinga

surprisepartyforthemotherofhischildren,we

thoughtwewouldcontributewithagoat

MmaagweRefa:(handedherP500)Andyou



cantopthedrinks

AuntDoris:Thankyou,I'llletherknowwhat

camefrom youoncesheishere...(laughed)

Refaaskedmenottosayanythingtoher.

RragweRefa:(laughed)Hesaidthesametous,

wewillcomelaterwheneverythingisready.I

hearherflighttookoffalreadysoshewillbe

hereshortly

AuntDoris:Wealsowanttofinishupandtake

ourposition.Weweretoldtostandbehindthe

housesandbehindanythingthatcanhideallof

us.

MmaagweRefa:(laughed)Ok,mmegosiame

retaaboa.

AuntDorisEemma

Theygotinthecaranddroveoff.Aboutanhour

lateroneofthecousinsholdingabowlof



snackssteppedoutintheopen...

Cousin:(shouted)Guys!Let'sfinishandhide...

Itsalmosttimeup.Anyone'swithRefa's

number?Askhim howfar

Ronaandhisbrotherspulledoverand

approachedthecrowdasgirlsstaredatthem...

AtMaunInternationalAirport....

LateronRefaparkedthecarandpicked

BambinothenheheldNatasha'shandasthey

walkedintheairport...

Natasha:(smiling)Ismamacoming?

Refa:Yeh,



Bambino:Iwanttoseeher

Refa:Ican'twaittoseehertoo

Hewalkedinthroughthelobbyandsmiledat

thefrontdeskbeforeenquiringaboutherflight.

Informedithadjustlandedhesmiledand

steppedback.HetookaseatandputBambino

betweenhislegsastheywaited...

Hisheartpoundedwithexcitementaspeople

walkedout,anxioushestoodupandrubbedhis

handstogetherstaringattheentrance.

Natasha'seyeszoomedwithexcitementand

sheranoverscreaminghername,Bambino

screamedandranoverastheybothgavehera

grouphug.Refa'ssmiledandpacedover,he

huggedherswingingheraroundandputher

downasshequicklypushedoffhisarms.

Refa'ssmiledissolvedashelaideyesonaman



standingbehindRabiholdingaluggage.

HesmiledatNatashaandrubbedherhair...

Him:Heybeautiful,howareyou?

Natasha:I'm good

Him :(squattedandspreadhisarms)Bambino,

rememberme?

Bambinosmiledandwalkedoverthenhe

pickedhim upandgavehim highfive.He

handedhim alollipopandturnedtoRefagiving

him ahand.

Him:Hi,iam ShawnMohammed.

Refa:RefaBanda



Heflashedasmileandputhisarm around

Rabi'swaist,shegotevenshorterstandingnext

tohim whilehelookeddownatRefawho

swallowedandcalmlycurvedhislipsfakinga

smile..

Oarabile:ShawnthisisRefa,heisthefatherof

mychildren.RefathisisShawnheismyfiancé..

Shawn:Goodtomeetyoupartner

Refa:(flatvoiceastheyshookhandsagain)

Goodtomeetyoutoo

Shawn:(turnedtoRabiandhandedherthechild

thenhekissedher)Letmecheckreservations

Oarabile:Ok

Theybothlookedathim ashewalkedout

dialingonhisphone,Refaturnedbacktoher

breathingheavily..



Refa:(swallowed)Youlookbeautiful

Rabi:Thanks,ithoughtisaidyoushouldn't

come

Refa:(lookedatShawnandloweredhisvoice)

IsthatwhyyouhadpicturesofyourselfinKigali?

Oarabile:Yes

Refa:(swallowedtearfully)Rabiiloveyou...You

can'tdothistous,isthisoneofyourgames?Is

hegaytoo?

Sheunbuttonedherjacketandhiseyeslanded

onherbump,hestaredatitandglancedback

atShawnbeforebrieflytouchingit.Hiseyes

filledwithtearsashelookedinhereyes

speechless.

Hechokedandnotasinglewordcameoutof



hismouthashestaredinhereyestearfully.A

hotelemployeeapproachedthem andfaced

Refa...

Man:(respectfully)Um DrMohammed?Your

transportationishere..

Rabi:(pointedasShawnwalkedback)Heis

overthere...

Man:(toRefa)Myapologiessir..

Shawnwalkedoverandshookhandswiththe

hotelstaff...

Man:DrMohammed?

Shawn:Hello,ourluggageisoverthere...

Themanpushedthesilverbagcarrierandtook



theirbagsoutside.

Oarabile:(stammering)Thanksforbringingthe

kids

Shawn:(shakinghishand)Anditwasnice

meetingyou

Refa:(swallowed)Sure,nicemeetingyoutoo..

Um congratulationsonthe..(pointingatherring

andthebump)um...

Shawn:Sure,thanks

Oarabile:Bye

ShawngotBambinofrom herandheldherhand

whileOarabileheldNatashaastheywalkedout

oftheairport,Refatearfullystaredatthem then

Oarabilelookedbacksadly,Refasmiled

tearfullyandwaved,ShawnturnedandRefa

quicklyturnedaway,thegroundsuddenlyspun



andhesatonthenearestchairputtinghis

handsoverhisface...

*

*

*

*

*
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Attheairport....

Refagotinthecaranddialedhisbrothersbut

noneofthem answered,hetappedhis

messagesandclickedonOarabile'schat...

Refa:I'm sorryforcomingtotheairport,ididn't

knowyouhadcompany.Ididn’tknowyouwere

engagedorpregnant(Hedeletedthemessage

andretyped)Hi,(deleted)Hey(deleted)Canyou

pleasecallme,idon'tknowifsending

messagesisOKornot.Ineedtotalktoyouif

youdon'tmind.Thanks

Babe:Wearehavingameal,willcallafter.

Refa:It'surgent

Babe:(seen)...

Hisheartpumpedharderandforsomereason



theairhewasbreathingseemednotenough,so

muchhehadtoexpandhiswholechestto

breathinandout.Herubbedhisbeardwaiting

forthecallbut5minutespassed.Shestarted

thecaranddroveoff.

Minuteslaterhestoppedbehindalongtraffic

andthephonerang...

Refa:Hello?

Babe:Hi

Refa:(swallowed)Um...Hey

Babe:Yousaiditwasurgent

Refa:Ihadorganisedasurprisepartyforyou,

everyoneiswaitingforyou.Whatshouldido?

Babe:Wetalkedaboutthisearlierakereisaid

don'tdoanyofthatforme?



Refa:Doisitreallytrue?

Babe:What'strue?

Refa:Thepregnancy?Whydoifeellikeyou're

fakingallthis?Ihavebeentellingyou

everythingaboutmylifeandyoutoldmeabout

allyourfriendsbutyounevermentionedShawn.

Babe:Ikeptmyrelationshipprivateuntilhe

proposed.

Refa:Ijustwanttofeelthatbumpandseeifits

realbecauseidon'tbelieveyou,youplayedme

before.Stopplayinglikethat,itreallyhurts.

Babe:Whywouldiplayyou?ListenI'lltalkto

youlater,ileftthetableandit'skindofrude.

Refa:Whichhotelareyouusing?

Babe:I'm nottellingyou,oboletsaeng?Ireally

hopeyouwon'tbedramaticbecauseitwillbe

surprisingespeciallysincewebrokeup5years

ago.



Refa:Rabicanyougrowupandstopwiththe

pranks,it'snotfunnywhenyou'rehurtingthe

otherperson'sfeelings.Youneedtostop

becauseidon'tknowwhattobelieveanymore.

Babe:Bye

Hehungupandsighed.

AtauntDoris'shouse...

MeanwhilepeoplewaitedasRonatappedhis

pocketlookingforhisphonethenhe

rememberedleavingitinthecar.

Rona:Fuck,ileftmyphoneinthecar.

Rotlhe:Meetoo

Fela:Ileftminetoobecauseyousaidwegoing



toskinthegoat..

Kaene:Youwanttocheckhowfarheis

Rona:Yeah,everyoneiswaitingandweare

done.Akerehesaidheisattheairport.

Kaene:I'llcallhim.

Hedialedhim andputhim onloudspeaker...

Refa:Hello?

Keane:Whereareyou?

Refa:(sighed)I'm coming,bye

Keane:Sure

Hehungup...

Fela:Thatwasfastandhedoesn'tsound



excited.

Rona:Hecan'tshowRabithatthereis

somethinggoingon

Rotlhe:Ok...Let'stelleveryonetogetready...

Ronatookadeepbreathandupdatedthe

crowd...

Atthehotel....

MeanwhileShawnwalkedoutofthebathroom

andleanedoverkissingRabi,Natashafrowned

jealouslylookingatthem..

Natasha:I'm goingtotelldadyoukissedheron

thelips,mamayousaiduncleShawnisyour

friend



Shawnsighedandwalkedinthebathroom

applyinglotiononhisarms...

Shawn:Itoldyouthisunclethingwon'tend

well...

Oarabile:UncleShawnismyfiancénow

Natasha,youknowwhataboyfriendisright?He

isgoingtomarryme

Natasha:YoushouldmarryDaddybecausewe

arefamily,weareafamilycallednuclearfamily,

itsyouanddaddyandmeandBambino.

Oarabile:I'm notmarryingdaddy,I'm marrying

Shawn.Heisgoingtobeyourotherdad

Natasha:Idon'twantanewdad,hedoesn't

evenspeaklikeusandhecan'tbeourfamily.

OffendedShawnlookedatOarabileandshe



sighedembarrassed..

Oarabile:I'm sorry,thisiswhatimeantwheni

saidshetalkstoomuch.I'lltalktoherinprivate.

Natasha:(foldedherarmspouting)Iwantmy

dad,iwanttogo

Shawn:Soshedoesn'tknowthatheisnoteven

herda-

Natasha:Shawn!!(hepausedtalking)Canwe

takeherhome?Didthehiredcargetdelivered?

Shawn:It'soutside,keysareatthereception.I

can'tbelieveialwaysthoughtNatashawasa

wellbehavedchild.

Oarabile:Sheis,ijustdidn'texplainthings

properly.I'lltalktoherinprivate.Let'sgo.

ShawnpickedBambinoandhandedhim his

iPadloadedwithgamesasBambinosmiled



playing,Natashaangrilygotoffthetableand

herelbowtippedaglassoffthetable,it

shutteredonthefloorandeveryoneturned

lookingather.

Oarabile:(angrily)Seewhatyoudid?

Natasha:(tearfully)Iwanttogohometomy

dad

Oarabile:(angrily)Youbrokethatglass

Natasha,youshouldsayI'm sorry

Natasha:No,youshouldsaysorrytodadfirst.I

wanttogohome

Shawn:(sighed)Canwejusttakeherwherever

shewantstogo?I'llgetroom servicetoclean

uphermess.

OarabiletearfullylookedatNatasha'sangry

face,ithadbeensolongsincetheybeen



togetherandshewassurehowtohandleher,

sherubbedhertearandwalkedout.

Oarabile:(sniffled)I'm goingtothecar..

NatashafollowedherasShawnfollowedhim

carryingBambinowhowasplayinggames.

AtAuntDoris'sHouse...

LateronRefadrovethroughthegateasan

unfamiliarcardrovebehindhim,notsurewhat

hewouldtelleveryoneheparkedandstepped

outclosingthedoor.

Rabisteppedoutofthecarbehindhim and

everyonecameoutofhidingscreaming...



All:(shouted)Surprise!

Refaturnedconfusedaseveryonehurriedto

thebackandhuggedRabi,Natashagotoutof

thecarandpushedthroughthecrowd

searchingforherfather.

MeanwhileRefaapproachedhisbrothersand

theycouldalmosttellsomethingwasn'tright.

Beforetheycouldaskhim whythelongfacea

mansteppedoutofthecarcarryingBambino

andeveryonesloweddown.Thebuzzing

excitementslowlydiedaseveryonewhispered..

Rona:Whoisthat?

Refa:Ijustwanttoleavebeforepeoplestart

makingfunofme,canwego?



Rona:Sure

Kaene:Whoisthat?

Refa:Herfiancé

Rotlhe:KeMotswana?

Refa:Sheusedtopostpicturesofherselfin

Kigali,ithinkthat'swherehecomesfrom.

Rona:WhereisKigali?Itsoundsfamiliar

NatashagrabbedRefa'shand.Heturnedback

andfrownedputtinghisarm aroundher

shoulder..

Refa:Areyouok?

Natasha:Yes

MeanwhileBambinosawhisfatherandslid

down..



Bambino:Iwantdaddy

Shawnputhim downandherantowardshis

father,Oarabilesmiledshamefullyasthewhole

partygotweirdlyquiet.Shegotthemicand

tookadeepbreath...

Oarabile:Thankyouallforcoming,ididn't

knowwhatwashappeninghereandimustsay

I'm verysurprised.Um...Idon'tknowwhatto

saybutthankyouall...(Shawnrubbedherback

supportivelyandshesmiledlookingathim)

ThisisShawnMuhammed,heisfrom Kigali

Rwanda.WemetinUKwhereI'm currently

studyingmedicineandheisworkingasa

doctorinahospitalnotfarfrom myschool.

(showedherhand)Heaskedformyhandin

marriageandiaccepted.Ihavealreadybeento



Kigaliandhisfamilycannotwaittocomefor

thenegotiations.

Refa'sfatherturnedsearchingforhisson'sface

amongstthecrowd,actuallyeveryoneturned

andlookedatRefaashecarriedBambinowith

hisotherhandoverNatasha'sshoulder.

Foramomenthemaintainedabravefacebut

thenheslowlylookeddownwhileeveryone

lookedathim andheswallowedtearfully.Rona

lookedathim andastheyfacedoneanothera

tearrandownhischeekandRonahuggedhim...

Rona:(whispered)Don'tembarrassyourselfin

frontofeveryone,it'snotworthit.

Butnomatterhowhardhetriedtearsfilledhis



eyes,holdinghissonwiththeotherarm he

pickedhist-shirtcollarandcoveredbothhis

eyesquietlycrying.Peopleturnedandlookedat

him asherubbedhiseyeswithhisheaddown.

RonagotBambinofrom him andgavehim to

Rabithenheputhisarm aroundhisshoulderas

theywalkedaway,Refapulleduphist-shirt

coveringhiswholeheadasheblindinglywalked

tothecardraggedbyhisbrotherashistears

uncontrollablysoakedhist-shirt.Hegotinthe

carandleanedbackwithhishandsoverhis

facecrying.

Refa:(tearfully)Iloveher

Rona:Getover

Rotlhe:(angrily)Andgetoveritreallyfast

becauseyoulookweakandstupidchasing

afterthesameperson,atsomepointyouhave



togiveup.Ithoughtyousaidshetookyouback

kanteyou'rejustcreatinganimaginary

relationshipanddraggingthewholefamily

along,youinvitedyourfriendsandfamilyonly

tobeembarrassedlikethatandinsteadof

actinglikeamanyoubreakdownandcry,fora

pregnantwomanforthatmatter(shouted)

You'reweak,youjustliterallycriedinfrontof

everyoneembarrassinguslikethat!Beaman

foronce,You'reweak!You'reweak!You'revery

weak!

Refa:(angrily)IalreadyknowthatI'm weak,you

don'thavetoremindme,andiam embarrassed,

doyouthinkiwantedto?Ididn'twanttofeel

thewayifelt,whenwillyouunderstandthat?I

didn’twanttocry!

Heshookhisheadtearfullylookingathim and

moretearsrolleddown,Ronastoppedthecar

thenRefagotout.



Hestoodbehindthecarandsquattedcovering

hisfacecryingevenmore.Ronapulledhim up

andhuggedhim astheyhugged.

Rona:Crythatloveout,youwillbeok.Ipromise

you,nakonngwetabeolebaRabiosenasepe

kaene.

*

*

*

*

*
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AtAuntDoris'sHouse...

LaterthatafternoonKaeneloadedthechairs

whileShawnsatbywaitingforOarabile,Kaene

struggledwithalongpileofchairsthenShawn

steppedoverandhelpedhim carrythem into

thecar...

Kaene:Thanks

Shawn:Sure,mynameisShawnbytheway

Kaene:(shookhishand)Kaene

Shawn:AreyouRabi'scousin?

Kaene:Somethinglikethat,I'm kindofdating



hercousinBoago.

Shawn:Ok,whatdoyoudo?

Kaene:I'm afiremarshal

Shawn:Nice,soundsfun

Kaene:SohowlonghaveyoubeendatingRabi?

Shawn:Ithink3yearsnow

Kaene:Andhowisit?Crosscultureandreligion?

Shawn:WellimightbeaMuhammedbutiwas

raisedbyaChristianfamily.Ilostmywhole

familyduringthegenocidesandsomepastor

tookmeinandraisedme.

Keane:Itmusthavebeenreallytough

Helookeddownandswallowedthenhelooked

athim andflashedasmile..

Shawn:Ihaveleanttolivewithit,somedays



arehard..ThemonthofAprilisthehardestbut

lifehastogoonright?

Kaene:Yeah,sohowisBotswanatreatingyou

sofar?

Shawn:Rabi'ssonisokbutidon'tthinkher

daughterlikesme,sheisoldenoughtoknow

whatshewantsandthingslikethatso

obviouslyshehatesmebutotherthanthati

can'tcomplain.Tellmesomething,Rabi'sbaby

daddy

..Whydidhethrowheraparty?

Kaene:Helovesherandhedidn'tknowyou

existed

Shawn:Weretheyfixingtheirrelationshiporhe

wasjusttryingtofixit?

Keane:Idon'tknow,ijustknowhelovesher.

Shawn:Iunderstand,ilovehertoothat'swhyi

camesofarfrom hometobewithpeopleidon't



understandjustsoicanknowwhosheisand

whatmakesherhappy.

Kaene:Igetyou,(dustedhishands)Anyways

thanksforgivingmeahand

Shawn:Sure,canihaveyournumber?(Kaene

pausedthoughtfully)That'sifyoudon'tmind,i

don'tknowanyonearoundheresoitwillbenice

tohavesomeoneicanaskifineedanything

becauseI'llbehereforawhileandihavealot

thingsI'm goingtodo,myfamilywillvisitsoon

soI'llneedtoaskthings.

Kaene:Sure,whynot

Hewalkedbackandsavedhisnumberonhim

thenhegothisandleft,Shawnwentbacktohis

chairandpressedhisphone.

MeanwhileinsidethehouseauntDorismoved



thecurtainspeakingatShawnandturnedback

toOarabileloweringhervoice..

AuntDoris:Ican'tbelieveyouembarrassedme

infrontofsomanypeople?Whydidn'tyoutell

meanythingaboutthatman?Andwhydidyou

bringhim overheretoapartythatRefa

organised?

Oarabile:Ididn'tknowhethrewthepartyhere,i

thoughtitwasathishouseandibrought

Natashabecauseshewasbeingdisrespectful

toShawn.

AuntDoris:WhyhaveyoubeenleadingRefaon?

Oarabile:Ididn'tleadhim on,ialwaystoldRefa

thatidon'twanttobewithhim becausehcan't

controlhimself,hechosetowaitandI'm not

evensurehewaited

AuntDoris:Iam tellingyouhewaited,he

comeshereeverydayandhetalkstome,he



talkstoyouandhisfamilyisbehindyoutwo.

Theyhaverealisedthatyoutwoaremeantfor

eachother.

Oarabile:It'slateforthat,ihavemovedonwith

mylifeandifyoulovemeauntieyouwill

respectthat.Shawnisagoodman,andifyou

givehim achanceyou'lllovehim.Hisfamilyis

loving,theRwandesearethemostwelcoming

peopleihaveeverseen,theylovedmeand

treatedmekindly.Pleasedothesamewiththeir

son

AuntDoris:ButilikeRefa,thismanreallyloves

you

Oarabile:(tearfully)AndiloveShawn,heloves

meandweareexpectingachild.Heishereto

seehowthingsaredoneheresohecanbringat

2familyrepresentativessotheycanstart

magadi.Wecouldhavejustgottenmarried

overseasbutoutofrespectforourAfrican

culturehewantedtodothingsproperly.Please



openyourheart

AuntDorissatdownandwipedhereyeswith

thecornerofherkerchiefsniffling..

AuntDoris:You'reaskingmetobetrayRefabut

thisboyhashelpedmethroughdifficulttimes,i

havebondedwithhim andifeellikeheismy

son.Youhavehurthim somuch,youdon't

makeamancrylikethat..Helovesyou.Busa

pelongwanakaomoitshwarele.Gaona

maitwelobothokokeeng?

Oarabile:(satdownandtearfullylookedather)

AuntieIloveShawn,ifonlyyouknewhalfofhim

youwouldlovehim too.Don'tjudgeabookby

itscover.ShawnisfarmuchbetterthanRefa

andineverything,ilovehim andnothingis

goingtochangemymind.Ididn’ttellRefa

becauseiknewitwouldhurthim buthonestlyi



shouldn'tevenbeexplainingmyselfbecause

I'm single.(rubbedhertears)AuntieRefahas

hurtmealot,youseehoweveryonewashere

butChelseaandAkwanaweren'there...Its

becauseofhim.Hetookawaythetwomost

importantpeopleinmylife,Akwanawasgood

tomeandwewerecloseuntilhesleptwithher.

Ilefthim becausehediditagainwithChelsea

wheniwasbusybreastfeedinghissonhewas

sleepingwithmycousineverydayinhishouse.

Inowfoundamanwholovesme,Shawnloves

meandhelovesmychildren,you'dallseethat

ifyoudidn'tloveRefasomuch.Natashais

misbehavinginfrontofShawnandhedoesn't

evenknowhowtoreact,wherehecomesfrom

childrenarewellbehavedandtheyrespect

adultsespeciallygirls.IhavebeentoKigali

threetimesandallhisnephewsandnieces

weresowellbehavedI'm embarrassedtohave

adaughterwhotalksbackandthrowstantrums

likeNatasha.Refaspoilthershedoesn't



understandshecan'thaveeverythingshewants.

(tearfully)IrespectthatNatashaandRefahave

abondiobviouslydon'thavewithherbecausei

haven'tbeenwithherfor5yearsbutdon'ti

deservetobehappy?Idon'tevenknowwhatto

dokaNatasha

AuntDoris:(rubbedhereyes)I'm justlike

Natasha,idon'tunderstandwhyyoucan't

forgivehim forthemistakehedid5yearsago

Oarabile:Becauseit'shard,ican'tforgivehim

andidon'ttrusthim.Ifyoulovemeauntie

pleasegiveShawnachance.

AuntDoris:(sighed)OK,ican'tchoosewhoyou

loveorshoulddatesoiwilldomybesttomake

Shawnwelcome.

Oarabile:(smiledandhuggedher)Thankyou...

AuntDorisrubbedhereyesandwalkedout

whereShawnwassitting,hestoodupand



greetedher...

AuntDoris:It'sok,haveaseat

Theyallsatdownandchatted...

AttheBandaHouse....

LaterthateveningMaBandasatontheedgeof

thebedstillthinkingaboutwhathadhad

happenedearlier,thesightofRefawithhist-

shirtoverhisfaceholdinghissonasRona

huggedhim,theembarrassmentandthepain

shesawinhiseyes.Bandawalkedinandhung

hisjacketbytheWardrobedoorknob...

MmaBanda:Ifeellikemysonisgoingthrough



allthisbecauseofme,hadwesupportedthis

relationshiptheywouldn'tbehere.Rabiwould

beaBandaandshewouldn'tbehavinganother

man..

Banda:Refawascarelessonhisown,of

courseoursupportwouldhavemadethings

easierbuthestillhurtthisgirl.Ifshedoesn't

wanthim thereisnothingwecando,Ijustwish

shecouldhavemadeitclearshemovedonthis

foolcancryandmoveon.

MmaBanda:Can'twetalktoher?

Banda:No,sheisengaged.Wehavetorespect

thatRwandanring.Shebelongstoanotherman

andRefahastostopchasingafterherbecause

thatmanianotgoingtolikeitifwekeepdoing

that.Wehavetorespectherdecision,itsour

loss.

Shesighedandleanedback....



Inthecar...

LateronShawndrovethecarasOarabilesaton

thepassengerside...

Shawn:Whydoifeellikenobodyiswelcoming

mehere?

Oarabile:Thingswillbefine,thebiggest

mistakewasnottotellthem inadvance.

Shawn:Andthenwhydoesitseem likeyou

havebeenleadingthisguyon?Nomancando

alltheseunlesstheytrulybelievetheywillbe

withyou.

Oarabile:Refaisstubborn

Shawn:Hedoesn’tseem likeastubborn

persontome,hebrokedowncryinginfrontof

everyoneandihavetoadmititwas



embarrassing.Whycouldn'tyoujustbehonest

withhim inthefirstplace?AndNatasha's

behaviourgoesinlinewithhisbehaviour,they

obviouslyhadhighhopesforareunion.

Natashawillneverlovemeaslongasshefeels

I'm takingyouawayfrom him.

Oarabile:Natashawillbefine,sheisjustachild.

Shawn:Butsheisoldenoughtobesatdown

andexplainedthingsto,yousurprisedherwith

me,clearlyshedidnotexpecttoseemekissing

you.Shewasfinebeforethat,thingsgotspoiled

bythekiss.Ipreferclearcommunication.I'm

reallydisappointedthatyoukeptmeasecret

whenywholefamilyknowsyou.Iexpectedto

haveachancetotalktothisguy,talkingabout

thechildrenandourmarriagebecausehe

deservestobeconsulted.Idon'tknowabout

howyousawitbutinmyminditwasibeen

thinkinghemightneedtoknowwhoismarrying

you.Notthatweowehim anexplanationbutin



termsofthechildrenandhowweintendto

relatewiththem.Heshouldknowthat,

shouldn'the?

Oarabile:Heshould...Canicallhim sowepass

by?

Shawn:Ifhedoesn'tmind,ifit'slatewecan

meethim anothertime.Idon'twanthim to

makeassumptionsaboutmyintentionsand

thingslikethat.

Oarabile:I'llcallhim.

Shedialedhim andputthephoneonherear.

Refa:Hello?

Oarabile:Hi

Refa:(softly)Hey..Howareyou?

Oarabile:Canipassbyyourhouse?



Refa:Yeah,ofcourse.Areyoucoming?

Oarabile:I'm 5minutesaway

Refa:Alright

Shehungupanddirectedhim...

AtRefa'sHouse....

MeanwhileRefahungupandlookedathis

alreadyspotlesshouseandfixedthecushions

onthecouch,hefixedalltheirframedphotos

andlookedaroundagainjusttomakesure,he

rushedtothebathroom andwashedhisface

thenhelookedathisshortbeardandbrushed

downhisshorthairbeforehisteethand

changingclothes.



Carlightsreflectedonthebedroom window

thenhehurriedtothechildren'sroom andstuck

hisheadin,theyweresleeping.Heswitchedoff

theirlightsandsatonthecouchholdinga

remoteasshechangedthechannels.There

wasaknockonthedoor..

Refa:Tsena!

Sheopenedthedoorandwalkedinashe

sincerelystoodupandsmiled,Shawnwalkedin

andclosedthedoor.Refa'sheartshutteredas

helookedather..

Oarabile:Hi,canwetalktoyou?

Refa:Ok..(toShawn)Haveaseat..

ShawnsatdownthenRabisatnexttohim ashe



reachedforherhandandtangledtheirhands

together,Refasatontheotherouchandtooka

deepbreathlookingatRabi...

Refa:Howcanihelpyou?

Oarabile:ShawnandIareheretogetmarried-

traditionally,wewanttofinishthetraditional

partbeforewegobacktoUKsowewantedto

talkaboutthechildrenorBambinotobe

specific.

*

*
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AtRefa'sHouse...



Refa:(lookingather)Bambinospecifically?

Whatisthatsupposedtomean?

Oarabile:AkereI'llneedyoursignatureon

Bambino'spapersonly?Natashaisnotyour-

Shawn:Babecorrectyourstatement,itsounds

wrong.

Oarabile:Butididn’tmeanitliketha-

Shawn:Wecametotalkaboutthekids,thatlast

partwasn'tnecessary.Justtrynottodiscredit-

Oarabile:Ok,(toRefa)I'm sorry.

Refalookedinhereyesquietlyandsighedin

disbelief...

Refa:Sowhatdoyouwanttodiscussabout

Bambinospecifically?

Oarabile:Ihavemyownapartmentbackat



home-

Refa:HomeyoumeanUK?

Oarabile:Yessoiwanttotake-

Shawn:Letmeinterruptyouforaminute,mayi

apologiseforwhathappenedearlierather

aunt'shouse.Partofwhyicamehereissothat

youandicanmeetbecausefrom everything

shewastellingmeaboutyou,you'reavery

activeparentthanmostsoithoughtitwouldbe

fairtomeetinpersonbecauseRabiandiare

abouttobecomehusbandandwife.That

meansonewayoranotherIwillspendtime

withyourchildrenandyou'llpossiblycross

pathswithmysontoo,that'ssomethingwe

can'tavoid.BasedonwhathappenedI'm

assumingyoudidn'tknowaboutmebutIdon't

wanttogetintothatijustwantedtoletyou

knowthatiunderstanditsverydifficulttotrust

someoneyoudon'tknow.However,ijust

wantedtoassureyouthatiam afathertooand



yourchildrenaresafewithme,ifyoudon't

believeit'sstillOKbecauseiam astrangerbut

I'm willingtohavesomekindofarelationship

withyouifthat'swhatittakes.Ihaveno

problem communicatingwithyouevenifwe

exchangenumbersI'm finewiththat.

Refa:Shawn,it'sShawnright?

Shawn:Yeah

Refa:Ididn'tknowanythingaboutyouoreven

thatyouexistedbutisawyourringonherfinger

andiknowwhatitmeans.I'llrespectthat.For

thesakeofmychildrenihopewecanrelate

peacefullyandthanksfortheapproachand

yourwords,ihopeyou'rewhatI'm seeingnow

becauseI'vegotnoproblem withyouaslongas

youdon'tabusemykidswearegood.

Shawn:Ilikethat,thanks

Refa:Sure



Therewassilenceastheguysslightlynodded

inagreementandlookedather,Oarabiletooka

deepbreathandlookedatRefa...

Oarabile:Ihavemyownapartmentandidon't

sharesoiwanttotakethekidswithme.I'm

goingtoneedyoursignaturetotravelwiththem.

Iwon'tbeallowedtoleavewiththem without

thefather'sconsent.AuntDorisisgettingold

andifeellikemybondwithNatashaisdying

becauseshedoesn'tknowme,idon'twantto

beadistantmother.

Refa:Youcan'tsupportchildrenwithstudent

allowance,whoremainswiththem whenyou're

atschool?Howmuchwillihavetocontribute

forschool,medicalcare,ababysitter,theirfood

groceries

Shawn:Ihavebeenpayingherapartmentfor

thepast2yearsandschoolsarenotthat



expensive

Refa:I'm stillnotcomfortablegivingastudent2

kids

Oarabile:Whatdoesthatmean?

Refa:I'm sorryican'tgiveyouthekids,I'm not

signinganythingandyouhaven'tbeenhonest

withmeaboutyourlifeinUK,howdoieven

knowyou'retellingthetruthabouthavingan

apartment?Don'tkidsneedvisas?You'reon

studentvisawhatvisawilltheyuseunlessI'm

notunderstandingyourarrangement.

Oarabile:Youcan'tcontrolwhaticandowith

mychildren

Refa:Watchmebecausethelasttimeichecked

youaddedmynameonNatasha'sbirth

certificatesountilyoucanproveittothecourt

thatNatashaandBambinoarenotmychildren

youneedmysignaturetoboardaplanewith

them.Itsnothappening.



Oarabile:Shawnhasvisaandaftergetting

marriedourchildren-

Refa:You'renottakingthem,thisdiscussionis

over.

Hestoodupandopenedthedoor...

Refa:Pleaseleave..

Shawnstoodupandopenedhishandforher

butshefoldedherarmsandcrossedherlegs...

Oarabile:Wakethem,I'm leavingwiththem.

Natashaisnotevenyourdaughter,youdon't

havetherighttomakemejumpthroughhoops

withmychild.Icantakeyoutocourtandget

thisBambinoimmediately,don'tmakemedo

this



Shawn:It'slateandNatashaisstill

uncomfortablearoundme.Canyoutakethis

onestepatatime...

Shawnsquattedinfrontofherandputhis

handsonherthighslookinginhereyes...

Shawn:(loweredhissoftvoice)Remember

whatisaidiaboutnotlettinghormonescontrol

you?You'redoingitagain..Wecan'twakethe

kidsatthistimeandNatashaisgoingtodo

worsethanshedidlasttime.Wehavetogive

hertimetoadjustandunderstandwhat'sgoing

on,you'retheonewhodecidedtosurprise

everyoneanditoldyoutheunclecardwon't

work...(hetouchedherchinandrubbedher

bump)Don'tbedifficult,it'snotourstyle..We

cameheretoaccomplishagoal,don'tletyour

emotionsmessitup...



Hestoodupandpulledherupthenhehugged

herandrubbedhereyeswithboththumbs

beforekissingher,Refaswallowedtearfullyand

puthishandsinthepocketslookingdown.He

huggedheragainandkissedherastheytooka

deepbreathandsighedlookingatoneanother,

Refaleanedoverandsecretlyrubbedatear

droppingatthetipofhisnoseashestoodat

thedoor...

Refa:Ineedtorestihadalongday...

Shawnputhisarm behindherastheywalked

outthenheturnedandshookRefa'shandashe

passedby..

Shawn:Thanksfortalkingtous



Refa:Sure

Hestoodatthedoorwatchingasheopenedthe

doorforher,shesatinsideandheleanedin

kissingandsayingsomethingtoher,she

blushedsmilingabitthenheclosedthedoor

andgotinthedriver'sseatbeforedrivingoff.

Refaslowlyclosedthedoorandlocked.

Hewalkedtothechildren'sbedroom andleaned

againstthedoorframestaringatthem asthey

peacefullyslept.Tearsblurredcloudedhissight

andhestaredatthem,herubbedhiseyesand

wenttothebedroom.Hetookouthisphone

anddialedRona...

Rona:Hello?

Refa:Rabiwantstotakethekidsbutsheisstill



astudent.Isthatagoodidea?

Rona:Sheisprobablycountingonherboyfriend

tosupportthem butthequestioniswhat

happensiftheyargue?

Refa:SoI'm notbeingbitteraboutitakere?

Rona:No,I'ddothesame.

Refa:Hekissedherinmyhouseinfrontofme...

TherewassilenceasRefatearfullyrubbedhis

mouthandleanedback..

Refa:Buthowdidinotseethis?Shehasa

wholefamilyandineverknewanythingaboutit.

Rona:Youhavetomoveon,youhavetotry.You

can'tkeepbeggingawomanfor5years,that's

alot.Youhavetostartlookingatotherwomen,

youmightfindabetterwomanandithinkyou'll

beagoodpartnerbecauseyou'velearntfrom



yourmistakes.

Refa:Idon'teventhinkiknowhowtoapproach

womenanymore.

Rona:Ifyoufindawomanyou'reattractedto

giveitatryandgowiththeflow.Rabiisgone,

totagagonagoreotaareng.

Refa:(sighed)I'lltrymovingonbutijustdon't

thinkicanhandleanotherheartbreak,I'llnever

giveanyonemyheartthewayididwithRabi

becausegakeganekemodiretsediphosobuti

willneverallowmyselftoloveawomantothe

extentofmakingmyselfafoolinfrontof

peoplelikethat.CanyoubelieveRabisays

Natashaisnotmydaughter?Aftereverythingi

didforhernowsheisnotmine?

Rona:Sheisnotyours.Don'tfightheronit

Rabi:Ishouldlethertakeher?

Rona:Yes,sheisnotyoursandyoucan't

controlher.



Refa:Natashawillnotunderstanddilotseo,she

doesn'tknowanything.

Rona:Don'tfightherbecauseyouwilllose,

womenalwayswinchildrelatedcases.Onlya

fewmenactuallywin.

Refa:Iwanttoseeithappen.Iwanthertotry

Rona:Justdon'tletherchangeyou,gabata

banamoleseabatseye.

Refa:Notafterspending5yearsraisingthe

childrenbymyself,shevisitedonceevery

Christmasandlastyearshedidn'tcome.

Rona:Ifyouhadagirlfriendshewoulddistract

youfrom Rabijaanongkayou'restucksheis

goingtokillyoukastress.Goodnight,Chelsea

iscallingme

Refa:Goodnight

Hehungupandlaiddown...



Atthehostel...

LaterthatnightShawngotonthebedholdinga

bottleofoilandgentlymassagedRabiasshe

laidonthebedpressingherphonewithboth

thumbs.

Shawn:Areyouok?

Oarabile:Ijustcan'tbelieveRefarefusedwith

mychildren,ihavebeengoneandijustarrived.

Iwanttospendtimewiththem,heisdoingthis

topunishme.I'm goingtogetthem inthe

morning.

Shawn:Ithinkyoushouldtakeitslowthough,

youcan'texpecteverythingtomovesmoothly.

Wehavealotofthingstoworryabout,youneed

totalktoyourauntaboutthenegotiationssoi



cangetmyfamilyhere.Weonlyhaveashort

periodoftimebeforeigetbacktowork.My

supervisorrefusedtogivemealongerperiodof

timeforthehoneymoonbecausehesaysmost

doctorstookdaysofffortheholidays.

Oarabile:I'lltalktohertomorrow.

Shawn:Idon'twantyoustressingbecause

you'recarryingaveryVIP

Hesmiledandkissedherbumpdroppingkisses

allthewayuptoherlipswereheslowlyFrench

kissedherandturnedheraroundonherside,he

laidbehindherspooningherandkissedher

neckashepulledouthisEasternAfrican

weaponandopenedher,shegaspedtightly

grabbingthepillowashegentlypulledher

closerandgrantedonherneck....

AtRefa'sHouse.....



ThefollowingmorningNatashaandBambino

sneakedinRefa'sroom andpausedashelaid

deadasleep,Bambinoquietlygotonthebed

andcarefullycrawledupandgotinthebed,he

slowlylaidhisheadonRefa'sbicepandpulled

uptheshirt.

Half-asleepheturnedtohim andlaidwithhis

side,Natashacarefullygotonthebedand

pulleduptheblanketsanddozedoff...

Afewhourslateraknockonthedoorwokehim

andheleapedfrowningasbothkidslaidon

eachofhisside.Hegotdownthebedandput

onhist-shirtheadingtothedoorwherehe

openedthedoor.



Twopoliceofficerssmiledathim asOarabile

stoodbehindhim.

Refa:Dumela

Policeofficer:Dumelang,thiswomancame

withacomplaintyagoreyourefusedwithher

children,andtheotheroneisn'tyourskestep

child.Isthattrue?

Refalookedatherandswallowed...

Refa:soNatashaismystepchild?

Shewalkedinsideandafewminutespassed

whiletheywaited,shewalkedoutcarrying

Bambinoandputhim inthecarasNatasha

followedherandstoodatthedoorholdingher

father'sleg..



Natasha:Areyoucoming?

Refa:No,you'regoingwithmama.

Natasha:Iwantmamatocomehere,idon'tlike

uncleShawn.Heisnotmyfamily.

Oarabile:Let'sgoNatasha,...

Natasha:(steppedback)No..

Oarabilegrabbedherarm andshehugged

Refa'slegscreamingasRefaquietlylookedat

her.

Refa:Kantegaobonegoregaabatego

tsamaya?Andthiskidshaven'tseenyouin2

years,whatmakesyouthinktheywouldjust

wanttobewithyoukapelajustbecauseyou

talktothem onvideocalls



Oarabile:(angrily)Natashastandupbeforei

spankyou...Andstopscreaming,you'rewaking

Bambino.

ShepulledNatashaasshestuckherfeetonthe

groundandgrabbedthedoorframe..

Natasha:(crying)Daddy??

Refacalmlystaredatherasshedragged

Natashatothecarandpickedhershoesonthe

groundwhileBambinogotupandwatched

confused.Thepoliceofficerswalkedtowards

thecarasRefastoodtherewatching.Natasha

gotuptothewindowcryingasRefalookedat

her.Shedroveoffandwithoutasingletearhe

closedthedoorandsighed.



Hesatonthecouchandrestedhisfaceonhis

hands...

*

*

*

*

*

.
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AtKaene'sHouse...

Kaeneslidoutaplateoffoodfrom the



microwaveandansweredhisringingphone...

Kaene:Hello?

Shawn:Hi,itsShawn.Canyouhelpmefinda

properhouse?Idon'tthinkitwillbeeconomical

tostayinahotelforweeks.

Kaene:Um...Wow...Um...

Shawn:Imeanifyou'renotbusy.Rabicollected

thekidsfrom thatguybutsheisnotaroundat

themomentsoiwantedtopasstimeby

lookingforahouse

Kaene:OK,I'llpassbythehotelandpickyouup.

Shawn:Sure

Hehungupandsighedashisroommate

walkedinthekitchen...



Him :What?

Kaene:Iliedtothisotherguyaboutwhoiam

tryingtogetinformationfrom him formyboy

nowthedudetrustsmeandit'sheisactually

notasbadasithought,nowI'm inbetweenlike

abitch

Him:(laughedconfused)Whatfuckyoutalking

about?

Kaene:IdeliberatelytoldRabi'sfiancéthatI'm

theboyfriendtohercousinsothedudetrusts

me,hedoesn'tknowI'm actuallyRefa'sbest

friend.Ididitthefirsttimetoconfirm ifRabi

wasn'tprankingRefaandnowtheguykeeps

callingandaskingforfavoursbecausehe

doesn'tknowme,getitstupid?

Him:Yeahstupid,whynotjustblockhim?

Kaene:Heisnotabadguy,hesoundsgreat

andithinkheisinteresting.

Him:Suckstobeyou...



Kaenegrabbedabottleofwaterandleft....

AtRona'sHouse....

RonawalkedinasChelseapackedhisbagand

puthisshortsinside..

Rona:What'sgoingon?

Chelsea:You'regoingtoGaborone

Rona:Ohthat,idon'twanttowastemoneywith

nonsense.Youknowthistenderthingis

useless.Aslongasidon'thaveconnectionsI'll

neverwinatender,ihaveupdatedmyCVandi

droppedanotheroneatthesafarioffice.

Chelsea:Canyoupleasejustgo,wedon'tknow

whattheywant.Pleasedoitforyourdaughter...



(sincerely)Keagokopa...

Rona:Fine..I'llgo...

RJwalkedinholdingtheballsweating...

RJ:Dadcomeseethisnewmove...Come

HegrabbedRona'shandpullinghim outthenhe

puttheballdownandkickeditchippingitup

anddroppingitbehindhisneckashebent

down,hestraightenedupanddroppeditonhis

chestbeforekickingit.Beforetheycould

celebratethefrontwindowshutteredandthey

bothcoveredtheirmouthwaitingforherto

erupt,asexpectedChelseawalkedoutofthe

houseandlookedatthewindow...

Chelsea:(angrily)Whodidthis?



Theyeachpointedatoneanotherassheangrily

heldherwaist..

Both:Hedid!

RonaturnedtoRJandchasedhim ashe

laughed....

AtAuntDoris'sHouse....

LateratnoonRefaparkednexttotherentalcar

andsteppedoutcurioslylookingatthehouse

wherehecouldhearRabiandheraunttalking,

heknockedandwalkedin..

AuntDoris:Howareyou?



Refa:I'm good,Rabicanwetalk?

Oarabile:AboutwhatRefa?

Refa:I'm notfighting...Calm down...Come

here...

Hegotherarm andledhertothecarwherehe

openedthedoorforher,..

Refa:Getinside,wewon'tbelong

Oarabile:(sighed)I'm havingabusyday

Refa:Wewon'tbelong,ipromise.Getinbefore

thekidsseeme,ijustwantedtodothisbefore

theyseemeandstartcryingagain.

Shegotinthenhegotinthedriverssideand

facedher,shecaughtaglimpseofbagsatthe

backseatandfacedhim curiously.



Helookedinhereyesandtookadeepbreath..

Refa:I'm sorryforwhatyou'regoingthrough,it

mustbeverydifficulttostayintheothersideof

theworldwhileyourchildrenarestayingonthe

other.IunderstandyourfrustrationandI'm

sorryfornotunderstandingatfirst...Iwas

beingselfishbecauseilovethem toomuch.

They'renotjustmychildrenthey'remybest

friendsbutsometimeswhenyoulove

somethingyouletitgo.Ihavetoletthem go

withtheirmothersotheycantastebothsides

oftheworld.

Hetookbothofherhandsandlookedinher

eyes,...



Refa:Foralmost2yearsnowilookedforward

tothismonthbecausetheQueenwasarriving,

themotherofmychildrenandMrsRefaBanda...

Igotmyselfexcitedaboutusgettingback

togetherandpicturedstupidromanticthings

justbecauseyouwerebeingnicetomeand

onlynowdoirealiseitwasforthesakeofour

children.Nowiseeit,itwasalwaysaboutthe

childrenandimisunderstoodyou.Thereisone

thingikeepforgetting,ikeepforgettingthatI've

hurtyousobadandit'sthereasonyouleftme.I

hadforgottenallthatbecauseihavebeenso

busylovingyouandpreparingforyourarrival.I

havebuiltahouseatmyplotandiwantedyou

toseeitbeforeeveryoneelsebecauseinmy

littlebrainweweremeanttobe.Ihadtimeto

reflectbackafteryoutookthechildrenthis

morning...I'vehurtyoubeyondrepairandifi

loveyouishouldrespectyourdecision.Asof

todayiwillnotpesteryouaboutus,iwillnotflirt

withyouandiwillnottalktoyouaboutanything



elsethatisn'taboutthechildren.I'm goingto

signallthenecessaryformsforyoutoleavethe

count3withthechildrenandiwillpeacefully

saygoodbyetoyouall,Iwillhelpyoudealwith

Natasha'stantrums.Iknowhowtodealwith

them,I'm happyyoufoundlove.Iremember

tellingyoutotakeachanceifanyman

promisesyouanythingbetter.Youfoundlove

andishouldrespectthat.I'm sorryittookso

longbutI'm herenow.Iloveyoubutifailedyou

soI'm givinghim achance,afairchance...Take

thekidsandgo,keepupdatingmelikeihave

beenupdatingyou.

Hetookadeepbreathandsmiled...

Refa:Congratulationsonthebabyandthe

marriage,you'regoingtobeabeautifulbride

andShawnisagoodguy,icanfeelit.Heisthe



kindiwanttobemychildren'sstepfather

becauseheisanopenbook.

Oarabile:Thankyou

Refa:I'm done,that'salliwantedtotellyou.Let

meoffloadeverything.Ipackedeverythingthat

belongstothem.

Oarabile:Thanks

Hesteppedoutandtookthechildren'sbags

insideasOarabilegotoutandleanedagainst

thecarwatchinghim..

Oarabile:(softly)Imissedyou,sorryi

embarrassedyou.Ididn’tknowyouorganiseda

partyforme.

Refa:(hesmiledandtouchedherchinsoftlyas

shelookeddown)Iunderstand,it'sOK...



Hetookoutthelastbagandclosedtheboot

thenhesmiledlookinginhereyes...

Refa:Callmewhenit'stimetosigntheforms

Oarabile:sure

HegotinthecaranddroveoutasOarabile

lookedathiscar.Hehonkedforthelasttime

andturnedupTDJakes'sletitgo.

TDJakes:(softly)Peopleleaveyoubecause

theyarenotjoinedtoyou.

Andiftheyarenotjoinedtoyou,youcan'tmake

them stay.

Letthem go.

Anditdoesn'tmeanthattheyareabadperson

itjustmeansthattheirpartinthestoryisover



Andyou'vegottoknowwhenpeople'spartin

yourstoryisover

sothatyoudon'tkeeptryingtoraisethedead.

You'vegottoknowwhenit'sdead.

You'vegottoknowwhenit'sover...

Letmetellyousomething.

I'vegotthegiftofgood-bye.

It'sthetenthspiritualgift,Ibelieveingood-bye.

It'snotthatI'm hateful,it'sthatI'm faithful,

andIknowwhateverGodmeansformetohave

He'llgiveittome.

AndifittakestoomuchsweatIdon'tneedit.

Stopbeggingpeopletostay.

Letthem go!!

Ifyouareholdingontosomethingthatdoesn't

belongtoyou



andwasneverintendedforyourlife,

thenyouneedto........LETITGO!!!

Ifyouareholdingontopasthurtsandpains......

LETITGO!!!

Ifsomeonecan'ttreatyouright,

loveyouback,andseeyourworth.....

LETITGO!!!

Ifsomeonehasangeredyou........

LETITGO!!!

Ifyouareholdingontosomethoughtsofevil

andrevenge......

LETITGO!!!

Ifyouareinvolvedinawrongrelationshipor

addiction.....

LETITGO!!!



Hetookadeepbreathwithalittlesmileashe

waitedinthetrafficlisteningtothesermon,the

greenlightflashedandhesteppedonthe

accelerator.

*

*

*

*

.

.

.

.

.

.

SinfulDuty

#63



AtRefa'sHouse....

ThenextmorningRefaturnedthemusiconand

walkedintheshower,foramomenthethought

aboutthekissShawngaveRabirightonhis

couchbuthebrusheditoffandstoodunderthe

showersqueezinggeloverhishead...

Afteralongwarm showerhesteppedout

grabbingatowelandpausedashisphonerang,

hewalkedoutwipinghisfaceandpickedit

from thebed...

Refa:Yeah?

Rona:Comedropmeatthebusrank

Refa:Whereareyougoing?



Rona:ChelseaisforcingmetogotoGaborone

again,I'm onlygoingbecauseshetalkstoo

much.Nnatotadilotsaditendertsekebonye

gorekemaakahela.Ibeensubmittingmy

applicationsfor5yearsstraightwithnoluck,i

appliedforthepostofaguide,Chelseaisjust

wastingmytime.

Refa:(laughed)I'm withChelseaonthisone,

youhavenothingtolosesowhynotjustgo?

Rona:Iguessso

Refa:I'm coming..

Hehungupandgotdressed....

Atthehotel...

OnthesamemorningOarabilegotupandsat

ontheedgeofthebedyawning,shereachedfor



herphoneandenteredherlongpassword

beforebringingitcloserforthescreenface

recognition.Thephoneunlockedandshe

clickedonherWhatsAppmessagesexpectinga

messageshegoteverymorningfor5years

straight,wonderingwhathewassayingthis

timearoundandshesmiled.

Therewasnomessagefrom him andhehad

changedhisDPfrom apictureofherwiththeir

kidstoapictureofhimselfstandinginthe

bathroom withawhitetowelaroundhislower

bodyandatoothbrushinhismouth,heclearly

hadjuststeppedoutoftheshowerashis

eyelasheswereallwetandlipssmooth.The

dickpointersendedwherethetowelhadaknot

leavingtherestfortheimagination.

ShefirstcheckedifherWiFiwasconnectedand



itwas,sherefreshedthemessagesagain

knowingshewasbackhome,thenetworkwas

probablypoorhencethedelayindeliveringher

everymorningmotivationalmessagefrom him

buttherewasnone.Shefinallyclickedontheir

chatandcheckedRefa'slastseen.Itwas5

minutesearlier..

Oarabile:(sentmessage)NiceDP,niceabs

Betyoucanflex

Refa:(10minuteslater)Thanksdear,

ShesighedandclickedonFacebookthenhe

wenttohisaccounttocheckifherpictures

werestilltherebuttherewasnotasingle

pictureofher.Evenwheretheyweretogether

wereallgone.Heonlyhadthechildren's

picturesandmanyotherpeopleexcepther.A

shadowofuncertaintyfellonherandonce



againherconscienceassuredherasalways,

shetookadeepbreathandsighedconfidently.

Shawnturnedaroundgroaningandyawning,he

reachedforherbumprubbingitthenOarabile

putdownherphoneandsmiledtouchinghis

hand...

Shawn:Goodmorning

Oarabile:Goodmorning

Shawn:Areyouok?Whyareyousittingthereall

alone?

Oarabile:I'm fine,iwasjustabouttoorder

breakfast.

Shawn:Ok,lastnightifoundaverygoodhouse.

Itookpicturesbringthephonesoicanshow

you..



Shereachedforhisphoneandhandedittohim

forapasswordthenheleanedbackonthe

pillowputtingitthepasswordonandthenhe

puthisthumbbehindforscanning,thefinger

printunlockedandheclickedonthepictures

pinninghiselbowonthepillow....

Shawn:It'saselfcateringaccommodation,

apparentlytheownerisinSouthAfricafora

month,wewillhavetobuyelectricityandwe

paybeforewegetin.Theshortterm contractis

inmybag.

Oarabile:(smiledlookingatpictures)Wow,it's

anicehouse.Iloveit...(laughedlookingathim)

Howdidyoufindit?Ididn'tthinkyouknewyour

wayaroundhere

Shawn:(laughed)Igotfriends,comeonlet's

go...andyouwehavetogetthekidsreadyfor

school...



Hegrabbedherhandandledheroutasthey

bothsmiled...

AtRona'sHouse....

Chelseastoodbythemirrorlayingdownher

edgeswithatoothbrushasRonapassedby

withabagandputitonthecouch,hestoodby

thekitchenunitspreadingjam overasliceof

breadasRJwalkedoutbrushinghishair..

Rona:Comegetyourbread

RJ:Whenareyoucomingback?

Rona:I'm justgoingtogettheenvelopeandget

onthenextbussotomorrowfirstthinginthe

morningI'llbehere.



RJ:Saturdayweareplayingagainst

Letsholathebeprimaryschoolandthecoach

putmeintheline-up

Chelsea:(turnedholdingalipstick)What?How

onearthdotheyputachildinsuchgames?

Rona:RJisagoodplayer

Chelsea:Heistooyoungtoplaywithbigboys,

whatiftheybreakhisankle?

Rona:(turnedtoRJ)Listenchamp,I'm goingto

bethereonSaturdayandiknowyou'llscore2

goals

TheylaughedandhighfivedthenRefahonked

outside,Ronapickedhisson'sbagandhelped

him putitonthenhegrabbedhis..

Rona:Let'sgo,it'syouruncle...

RJ:(punchedtheair)Yes,I'm notwalkingtoday!



HeranoutthenRonapickedhisbagandkissed

Chelsea.

Inthecar...

MeanwhileRefasmiledwatchingRJasheran

oversmiling,itwasjustamazinghowhemuch

helookedlikeBambinoordidBambinolooklike

him,whateveritwasitalwayssoothedhisheart

withabitofprideandhappiness.

RJjumpedinthebackandfistbumpedwithhis

uncleasheturnedbackandrubbedhishead..

Refa:Champ,what'sup?

RJ:I'm good,whereisBambinoandNatasha?



Refa:I'm nottakingthem toschooltoday.How

wasthegameonSaturday?

RJ:Itwasgreat,iscoredone.(gasped)Andyou

saidifiscaredigetP1,whereismymoney?

RjpulledthetrayandpickedP2asRefalaughed

andgrabbedhiswrist..

Refa:IsaidP1notP2

RJ:P1isinterestbecauseyoudidn'tgiveitto

meuntiliasked.

Refa:You'resuchacrook!

RonagotinthefrontseatasRefaleftRJgoand

startedthecar...

Rona:(laughed)ArengRJ?



Refa:(laughed)Thisniggajustforcefullytook

mymoney

RJ:(laughed)Butit'sinterestfee...

Refa:You'reacrook,(lookedatthetime)We

havetohurry,thebusisabouttoleave..

Rona:(lookedatthetime)Yeah,you'lldropRJ

after

Refacheckedthemirrorsandjoinedtheroadas

RJmovedbetweentheirseatsturningupthe

volume...

AtGaborone....

LaterthatafternoonRonapressedtheelevator

buttonandwaitedfixinghistieholdinghis

laptopbag,theliftdingedandhesteppedin.He

pressedthebuttonagainandtookadeep



breath.Hisbrothercalled..

Rona:Yeah

Refa:I'm connectingRotlhe

Rotlhe:Hello?Mestahaosabuesepeyaana

kanaI'm holdingmyintestineswithateaspoon.

Rona:(laughed)I'm intheelevator

Rotlhe:Youhavetohireme,unemploymente

ntshwrrekadiwashen.Salekeframadegree

Rona:(laughed)Goandapplyforthepostofa

guide,iappliedforit.

Refa:Goodluck

Rona:Shap

Hehungupandknockedontheofficebefore

sincerelywalkingin...



AtRefa'soffice....

LateronRefawalkedintheofficeandleaned

backasKaeneturnedhischair...

Kaene:Shawnaskedmetohelphim finda

house,apparentlytheywillbehereforacouple

ofweeks

Refa:Ohok,that'sgood

Kaene:(frowned)That'sgood?

Refa:Yeah,givesthem timetoplantheir

weddingandstuff.

Kaene:I'm confused,don'tyouwanther

anymore?

Refa:Iwantherbutshedoesn'twantmesoI'm

respectingherdecisionandI'm wastingtime

hopingtobetakenbackwhenitwon'thappen.I

don'tknowifI'llfindagoodwomanbutiknowi



won'tbechasingheranymore.

Kaene:Wow...Ican'tbelieveI'm hearingthis

from you,you'renotjokingright?

Refa:No,I'm not...

Hisphonevibratedandhepickeditclickingat

thepictureashesippedwater,

Bigbro:(sentthepicture)Forwardyour

resignationletterMrCOO

Hechokedandspatthewaterstaringatthe

phone...

Atthesaloon...

Chelseastoodinfrontofthesaloonsmilingat



peopleastheypassedby,twoladiespassedby

herside...

Chelsea:Taotsenyedinaladarling...

Theyturnedandlookedatherthentheygiggled

walkingaway..

Lady:Ija

Lady2:Kanamakutwaneasotegangathomola

pelogore..

Lady:Especiallykampanyana,bannakanaga

banasepegoreomonte.Bagorotelaabeba

gatakusenethemma

Theylaughedandshesigheddiscouraged,she

pulledthechairandsatdowntakingouther



phone.

Hubby:Itwasn’tworthit,ididn'tgetthetender.

Hubby:(sentapictureofengagementrings)I

carriedthiswithmethinkingifidogetthis

tenderI'dbuyyouaring.Butit'sok,nextyearI'll

tryagain.

Chelsea:It'sok,atwetried

Hubby:IwouldhavepickedringB

Chelsea:Lolemaswe,Dissuper.

Hubby:NextyearI'm buyingitforyou.

Chelsea:Iknow,Todayididn’tmakemoney

Hubby:That’sbusiness,somedaysareworse

thanothers.

Chelsea:Iloveyou.Willsendyoureturning

moneylater

Hubby:Okbabe,bye



Sheputherphonedownandstoodasmore

womenpassedby...

Chelsea:Darlingcanidoyournails?Dinalabo

love...

AtRotlhe'sHouse...

Rotlheopenedthedoorandhisbigbrother

walkedinwithasmileholdinganenvelope...

Rona:Whenyourbosswalksinyoumustwake

upman...Onnemajatomonna.

Rotlhe:(gasped)No,fuckno..Whichtenderisit?

Letmesee..



Hesnatchedthepapersandreadthroughashis

handsandvoiceshoot..

Rotlhe:(mumbling)ofthe....Primaryschool

construction?!Uhhhhh

HejumpedonRonaandtheyfellonthebed

breakingit..

Rona:(laughed)Youbrokethebed

Rotlhe:Fuckthatbed!I'm goingtosleepona

king-sizebed...Shit...(spreadhisarmslooking

athim)You'reamillionaire!

Rona:I'm not.…Wehavetobuysomeofthe

equipment,rentsome,hireemployeesand

manymore.Thegovernmentisonlygivingus

50%ofthemoney,wegettherestwhenthe

workishalfwayandonscheduledtime.Thereis



astrictcontractwhichwemustfollow.Refais

thecompanyCOObutuntilwehavehiredmore

peoplehewillbethefinancemanageraswell...

(smiled)you'rethefirstemployee.Felaisnext,

let'sseeifBandaConstructionscandothis!

Rotlhe:Yes!

AtRefa'soffice...

MeanwhileRefawaitedbytheprinterashis

resignationletterslidout,hegrabbeditand

signeditashisphonerang..

Refa:(smiled)WelcometoBandaconstructions

financeoffice,mayihelpyou?

Rona:(smiled)MrBanda,weneedyour

presenceandsignaturetopurchasethe

company'sfirstvehicle.



Refa:I'llbethereinthenext24hours,according

topaperworkwewillbereceivingpaymentin

lessthan7workingdaysbutiguesswecan

usethis7daystomakesomecallsconcerning

equipmentanddelivery.

Rona:(laughed)Thankyouofficer

Refa:(laughed)ThankyouMrCEO,thepleasure

isallmine.

Hehungupandfoldedhisletterthenhewalked

intohissupervisorsofficeandputitonthe

desk.

Refa:Goodafternoon,willyoupleaseaccept

thisletter?I'm notfeelingwell,pleaseexcuse

me.

Hewalkedoutandthesupervisorreadit



smilingsuspiciously,hepickedthephoneand

calledhim..

Refa:(fakedacough)Hello?

Him:(laughed)Motherfucker!Iknowwhat

happened,congratulateyourbrotherforme

Refa:(laughed)Willdo,bye

Refasteppedoutofthebuildinghangingupand

spreadhisarmsbreathinginandoutwitha

smileofvictory.

Refa:(sighed)Justthedistractionineed...!

Hejumpedinthecarandspedoff...

*

*



*

*

*
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Atthenewhouse...

IntheeveningShawndrovetowardsayard

Oarabilewasfamiliarwiththoughshewasn't



sure,sherolleddownthewindowandfrowned

lookingattheyardssurroundingthescreenwall

withablackmetalgate.

Oarabile:Howdidyoufindthisplace?

Shawn:(smiled)Afriendconnectedmewiththe

couplethatownsthishouse.Didyoureadthe

contract?

Oarabilesnatchedthepapersagainandread

againconfused..

Shawn:Youknowthem?

Oarabile:Ithoughtitbelongedtosomeoneelse,

iguesshesoldit.

Shawn:(pressedthebutton)Youreadthe

conditionsright?Wehavetibecareful,ifwe

breakanythingwebuyit.



Oarabile:Yeahireadit.

Hedrovethroughthegateandparkedinthe

garagethenhepickedBambinointhebackseat,

Natasharemainedinthecarfoldingherarms

asOarabileclosedthedoorholdingher

handbag.

Oarabile:Let'sgo,oemetseng

Natasha:I'm notgoinginyourhouse,iwantto

gobacktogrannyorDaddy'shouse.

Oarabile:NatashaI'm notinthemoodfor

nonsense,pleasegetoutofthecar.

Natasha:No,andShawnisnotmyfamily.

Oarabile:IfyoukeeptalkinglikethatI'llslap

yourmouth,getoutofthecar.Gaonamaitseo

Natashaandyou'reembarrassingme.

Natasha:Youcan'tbeatme,daddysaidnoone



shouldbeatus.

Oarabile:(angrily)Natasha?Getoutofthecar

andactlikeanormalchild,

Sheremainedseatedfoldingherarmsas

ShawnstoodbycarryingBambino.

Shawn:Leaveherinthecar,itsnothotandif

shegetstiredshewillfindusinside.The

garagedoorisclosed.

Oarabile:Aeno,Natashaisgettingusedtothis.

Ican'ttalktoherandgetagoodresponseandi

thinksheisdoingthisonpurpose.(toher)Get

out

Natasha:No

Rabileanedinsidethecarandspankedher,

withouttearsNatashashoutedloudly



sharpeningherhightonevoiceintoawhistle

hurtingEveryone'seardrum asOarabileleaned

back.

Oarabile:(angrily)You'remakingnoise!

Natasha:You'remakingnoise

Oarabile:WaswabakanaNatasha

Natasha:WaswabakanaNatasha

Oarabile:(boiling)Sayonemoretimeandsee

Natasha:Nywaiwangnyokhaeneandnyi

Beforesheknewitshelandedahotslapon

Natasha,ShawnpulledherbackasNatasha

staredatherwithherhandonhercheek.Tears

filledhereyesandsheputherarm overher

facecrying...



Shawn:Pleasegetinside,clearlyshehas

behaviouralissues...Stophittingher.Goinside...

OarabiletearfullywalkedinsideandShawnput

Bambinodown.Hegotinthecarandsatnext

toNatasha...

Shawn:(calmly)NatashaI'm notyourfatherOK?

Iknowthatyouwanttogohomebutyou-

Natasha:(onhisfacewithaslapmark)LEAVE

MEALONE!You'renotmyfamily.Idon'tlikeyou

evenifyou'renicetomeidon'tlikeyoubecause

you'renotmyfamily.

HesighedandpickedBambinoonhiswayin..

Shawn:Let'sgogetsomefood



Bambino:Yes!

HewalkedinthekitchenwhereOarabilewas

servingtheplateswithtakeaways,hewalked

from behindherandkissedherneckstill

holdingBambino.

Oarabile:I'llhavetocallmyauntorRefatotalk

tothem aboutNatasha,ican'ttakeher

tantrums.Idon'tknowhowshegotlikethis.

Shawn:Maybeshehasadisorderorsomething.

Oarabile:Shedoesn'thaveanyofthat,sheis

doingthisonpurposebecausesheknowsi

can'tbewithherfather.

Shawn:I'm goingtochargemyphone.Mystay

hereisalreadygettingruined,inever

understoodwhattheymeantwhentheysaid

stepchildrencomplicatethings.



Oarabile:Thatonejustneedsawhip,I'llfixher..

OarabilehandedBinoadrumstickandlicked

herfingersasShawnwenttothebedroom then

shedialedRefa'snumberbutitwasn’tavailable.

AtRotlhe'shouse...

ThenextmorningRefawalkedinastheBanda

brothersstoodbythemirrorfittingtheirsuits,

hefrownedandputthekeysdown...

Refa:What'sgoingon?

Rona:Wemeetingthesubcontractors

remember?

Refa:Imeanthesuits,wheredidyallgetthe

money?



Rotlhe:Gotitfrom afriend,shedoesmotshelo.

Refa:Youboughtnewsuitsforameetingwith

thesubcontractors?Areyouserious?The

companyisnotpayingforyoursuits.Youhave

yourownsalaryandthat'swhatyou'llusetopay

foryourluxurioustreats.

Rona:(threwasuitoverhisshoulder)That's

whyyou'retheaccountant,getdressed!

Fela:Ipickedthatsuitforyoubecauseiknow

youlikenavyblue

Refa:Thanks,howmuchisit?

Fela:3.5K

Refa'smouthdroppedthenRonalaughedand

pushedhim tothemirror.

Refa:Dude...Youneedtorelax,wewon'tbe

spendingagain.Areyouhappynow?Weareall



goingtopayoursuitsfrom oursalaries.We

won'tgiveyouanyproblemsconcerningmoney,

don'tworryaboutit.Wearegoingtomeet

subcontractorsweshouldlookgoodtoo.

Refa'slittlesmilestartedatthecornerandhe

eventuallyshookhisheadandtookoffhis

clothes..

Refa:Letmetakeaquickshower,thelongdrive

wasexhausting.

Rona:Hurryupandstopworrying.

Herushedinandquicklyshoweredthenhe

walkedbackinasthebrotherbrushedtheir

cuts...Rona'sphonerang...

Rona:It'stheoldman



Refa:(gettingdressed)Puthim onloudspeaker

Ronapicked...

Rona:Hello?

Banda:Bannawee?Ronampeemo

loudspeakereng

Fela:(laughed)Eerautwa

Banda:Doyouknowwhymostofthelocal

companiesnevergetawardedtenders?

Rona:No

Banda:It'sbecausewhentheyreceivethose

millionstheystartspendingrecklessly,theybuy

expensivecarsandtakewomentoDubai.

Beforetheyknowitthemoneyisfinishedbut

theprojectisnotdone.Itneverendswellfor

guyslikethatbecausethegovernmentthen

wantsitsmoneybacksoitcanpayaserious



company.Don'tbefooledbymillions,whenyou

haveabigprojectlikebuildingaschoolthat's

notalotofmoney.Thisprojectisgoingtotake

howlong?

Rona:18monthsor24monthsifweseek

extension.

Banda:Itmaysoundlikealongtimebutwhen

you'redoingsuchabigprojectitsasshortasa

week.IwaslookingatthepapersRefasentme

andifyouguysfollowyourpaperworkyou'll

completetheprojectinayear.Ineedtoknow

youwon'tbehavelikealotofyoungmenihave

seenruiningtheirfuture.

Rona:Wewon'ttrustme,(puthisarm around

Refa)Wehavethemoneywiseoneatthebank

andjustbeforeyoucalledhewassaying

somethinglikethat.

Banda:Good

Rona:Besideswearenotmaterialistic.Weare



justgoingtogetafewcutsandfocusonthe

project.

Fela:IjustwantVrrrphaathat'sall,evenifi

don'tgetpaidgaketsamayakavrrphaahelake

shap.

Rotlhe:(laughed)Ialsoneedacar,evenifits

Maofitikanakoloietisabana,baitisahela.

TholakebonabasmaelelaRefaenealebari

hela,nnakebatakoloi.Ineedwheels

Rona:(laughed)Papaweewewillusethe

moneywisely

Refa:AndI'llkeepshowingyouthemonthly

booksafterI'vebalancedeverything.

Banda:I'm watchingallofyou,don'tembarrass

mebecauseiwanttowalkaroundwithpride.

Refa:Whereisyourwife?

Banda:(laughed)Shedoesn'tknowyet

Fela:EishRonaisgoingtobethefavouriteson,



iwasenjoyingbeingthelastborn

Refa:(laughed)Papashap,wearelate

Banda:Shap

Theyhungupandgotready.Minuteslaterthey

gotinthecarasRonadrovewhileRefawrotea

fewthingsdownsittinginthefront.

Rona:Canwetalkabouttonight?Ihavenoidea

whatI'm goingtosaytoChelsea

Rotlhe:Ihaveplentyofideas

Fela:Metoo

Refa:Wedon'twantJustinBiebersongsand

funnyproposals

Fela:JustinBiebermakeseverythingromantic,

youwouldn'tknowbecauseyoubeensinglefor

100years



Refa:(laughedandhithim withapenonthe

forehead)Wantwaetswakeeng?

Refa'sphonerang...

Refa:Hello?

Oarabile:Aorra,icalledyoulastnightandyou

neverevenbotheredtogetbacktome?

Refa:Yougotmyattentionnow,whatwereyou

saying?

Oarabile:Sothat'showwecommunicatenow?

Refa:Ifyouexpectasorryfrom meyou'renot

gettingit,sorrynevermeansanythingtoyouso

let'smoveon.Whatdoyouwant?

Oarabile:Natashaisthrowingtantrumsagain?

Refa:Whatstartedit?

Oarabile:shesleptinthecar,evennowsheis



stillinthecaroganagotsenamontungareo

batawenakanagranny.

Refa:Sowhydon'tyoudoit?

Oarabile:Natashashouldundersta-

Refa:Youshouldunderstandthatchildisn't

usedtoyou,yesyou'rehetmotherbutshe

doesn'tknowyou.Takeiteasy,letherstaywith

grannyandovertimeshewillwantyou...Takeit

slow

Oarabile:Auntiewenttothefarm,shouldidrop

heratyourhouse?

Refa:No,I'm inGaborone.

Oarabile:Youtookafewdaysoff?

Refa:IresignedbutI'llbetheretonight.Isthere

anythingelse?

Oarabile:Um...



Refa:Bye

Hehungupandcontinuedwriting....

AttheauntDoris....

LaterthatafternoonChelseaknockedand

walkedinasauntDorissatbythesofa

watchingTV,Boagowalkedoutofthekitchen

holdingaplate..

Chelsea:Dumelang...

Aunt:Oteng?

Chelsea:Eemma

Boago:Warengmadikhe-iyootogakeithogisa

batho

Chelsea:(laughed)Mxm kooreabeoinkutwa



gompieno?

Boago:(laughed)Didn'tyousayishouldn'tcall

youthat?

Chelsea:Ineversaidthat,whydoyoulikelying?

TheylaughedasBoagoturnedtoAuntDorisbut

Chelseacoveredhermouthastheylaughed...

Chelsea:Stopit,whyareyoutryingtoinvolve

auntie?

Boago:(laughed)Leavemealone,auntgawa

utwanakoyateng?

AuntDoris:Shewastalkingnonsensethatday,

stresswillkillpeople

Chelsea:(laughed)Canyoubothleaveme

alone,I'm pregnantyou'restressingme...



TheylaughedasOarabileknockedandwalked

inwithNatasha..

Oarabile:(tearfully)AuntiekanaNatashao

nthokelamaitseo

TherewasaknockonthedoorandRabiturned

backopeningthedoor,herheartskippedasshe

lookedattheBandauncles..

Banda:Hello,Maywepleasehaveatalkwith

youraunt?

Oarabile:Pleasecomein...

Therewassilenceasthetwomenwalkedin

andsatdownexchangingpleasantrieswith

auntDoris...



Banda2:Nnyaammetotagareaetankgonne,re

tareromilwekerreBandagorereloboleleleha

reeleditsegonnabaengbalona.Ngwanawa

ronaoreboleletsegoreokgathilwekengwana

walonaCheshire

Banda:Chelsea

Banda2:Chelsea

Chelsea'sheartskippedassheandBoago

lookedatoneanother,Boagosmiledand

lookedatOarabilewhostaredatChelseawitha

straightface.

AuntDoris:Eekeutuleketaaitsisebotsadi

mmebotaaikopanyalelona.

Banda:Tanki,rekopatsela

AuntDoris:Relebogilethata.



ThetwomenwalkedoutandChelseaputher

handoverherchestinshock...

AuntDoris:You'resupposedtotipmeabout

this,iwasn'tevenprepared.

Chelsea:Ididn'tknowanything!

Shestoodupandwalkedinthekitchendialing

Rona..

Rona:Hello?

Chelsea:What-

Rona:Willyoumarryme?

Chelsea:What?

Rona:Willyoupleasedomethehonorof

becomingMrsRonaBanda?



Chelsea:Yougotthetenderdidn'tyou?

Rona:(smiled)No

Chelsea:(crying)Rona?Yougotit?

Rona:You'renotmywifesoican'ttellyou

anythingaboutmyfinances,sayyesandI'lltell

you

Chelsea:Ican'tbelievethis,yesI'llmarryyou.

Rona:ThankyouMrsBanda.Nowgotalkto

yourauntaboutpato...

Chelsea:Wecan'tgetmarriedbeforeyou

completetheproject

Rona:Iknow,I'm lay-byingthatpussy.Kentsha

magadi,whiteweddingwillcomewhenigetmy

finalcheque.

Chelsea:Ronaidon'tbelieveyou,mphesenepe

bogolo..

Rona:(laughed)OK



Shehungupandtearfullyclickedonhischat...

Oarabilewalkedinthekitchenandleaned

againstthedoorframe....

Oarabile:DoesRonaknowthatheisaboutto

marryawomanwhosleptwithhisbrotherwhile

hewaslyingonahospitalbed?

Chelseaswallowedandlookedather...

*

*

*

*

*

*
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AtAuntDoris'sHouse....

Chelseaputherphoneinthepocketandsadly

lookedatOarabileasshewalkedinandleaned

againstthecounterstandingnexttoher.

Oarabilefoldedherarmsandstaredatthe

fridgeasifshewasrewindingatapeofwhat

happenedonthatfatefulday.Tearsfilledher

eyesfrom justthinkingaboutitandshecould

almostfeelthestitchesonhervaginatearing,

thesmellofsoapinthebathroom andhowshe

burstintotears.

Oarabile:.HehaddoneitwithAkwanabefore

andiremembertellingyouaboutit...(tearfully



smiledindisbelief)Youeven"hated"Akwana

forbetrayingme.Istillhadhopethatyouandi

weretheclosest.Onlytogetthat..Iwasinpain

yadistitchandihadamildheartattack.You'd

havetobetheretopictureexactlywhat

happened...Icalledmamakeipotsagorewhat

dididotoGod,whywouldChelseahurtme?

WhywouldRefadoitagain?Andpainyateng

wasworsebecausekenekelemotsetsewamo

ntung.

Chelsea'seyesfilledwithtearsasshelookedat

Oarabile...

Oarabile:IloveRefalewenawaaitse...Keamo

ratarragweNatashaandnomanwilleverhave

mywholeheartlikehehadbecauseloving

someonelikethatisrisky.Ileantitthehardway,

Iwillneverbeadmittedintothehospital



becauseofdilotsamaratoandinowlovea

manleavingaroom fordisappointment.Ihad

toleaveRefabecauseirealisedthatheis

carelessabouthishealth.Hegotyoupregnant

thefirsttime,hesleptwithAkwanawithouta

condom andhadsexwithmewithin30minutes

ofsleepingleAkwanathenhesleptwithyou

toowheniwasbreastfeedinghisson.

Chelsea:I'm sorryforhurtingyou,honestlyi

don'tblameyouforaskingthisquestionbuti

promiseyou..I'm notthegirliwas5yearsago,

I'veleantandmatured.

Oarabile:Itoldhim ifhesleptwithyouiwill

leavehim andididjustthat,ilovehim butI'm

nottakingbackthatweakmannomatterhow

muchisometimesmisshim becausehewill

eitherkillmewithaheartattackorSTDs,i

refusetobestuckwithamanwhose"little"flaw

ischeating.Gakejoinethe"wehavebeen

throughthickandthin"yacheatingandSTDs.



Sometimesigettemptedtotakehim back

thinkingheisachangedmantheniremember

hisfaceafterAkwanaincidentandhowi

thoughtitwouldbethelastonlyforyouto

come.Iwarnedhim lewenaiwarnedyou,isee

nowyou'reinlove...I'm sureRonaisgood,heis

thebigbrotherafterallandthisoneismature

unliketheyoungeronewhocan'tkeepitzipped.

You'regoingtolosethismanandyou'regoing

tolosehim becauseyoudidn'trespecthim,

Refalostmebecausehedidn'trespectmenow

itsyourturn.Didyouthinkyou'llbothhavesex

andRefawillbetheonlyonelosing?Nah,

doesn'tworklikethat.IfRonamarriesyouhe

willmarryyouwiththefullknowledgeofwho

youareandyou'regoingtotellhim becauseyou

havenowuntilthedayhisparentspayyour

magadi,(thoughtfully)kanakereletsatsilago

holosamainakomolaoditobespecific?no

that'stoofar...(lookedather)Youhaveuntilthe

endoftomorrowtotellhim.Ifhedoesn'tknow



bythenI'llpersonallytellhim andI'm not

playingwithyou.

Shetookadeepbreathandfilledaglasswith

waterbythesinkanddrunkasChelsea

watchedher...

Oarabile:(rubbedherlips)I'm givingyoua

chancetofixyourrelationshipbecauseifyou

tellhim yourselfhemightthinkyou're

remorsefulandhemightactuallyforgiveyou

butthenhehasmoney...Amanwithlotsof

moneyfeelsheentitledtorespectandtrustme,

henowhasalottochoosefrom becausegirls

willbethrowingthemselvesathim...(sighed)

bythewaycongratulations.(walkedawayand

pausedturningback)Andyes,iam jealous,i

am bitterandiam angrybecauseyou-my

cousinoversteppedmyboundarieslessthan24



hoursafteritoldyounotto,ihaveeveryrightto

beangryatyou,itoldyouthatyouandmewill

haveaproblem ifyoudoanythingwithhim,

guesswhat?YouthoughtRabikeseso...She

won'tdoanything,I'm cleverletmerideher

man'sdick.Youneverevenapologisedforyour

filth,cousinslikeyoudon'tdeserveforgiveness.

Tabekegolematsahankarekeagotogela

karmaebonyathata.(shruggedhershoulders)I

foundagoodmanwholovesmebutyou'restill

goingtopayfordestroyingmyrelationship.I'm

goingtoteachourcousinsabiglessonthrough

you,kamosoharetakabannaotabatshabao

itsegoregaenagonnasephiri.Refagothis

punishment,you'renext...Bye....

Chelsea:(tearfully)kanaI'm pregnantRabi-

Oarabile:24hoursmogirl...

Theclockisnowticking.....Ticktock...

Ticktock....



Shewalkedoutasherphonerang....

Oarabile:Hello?

Shawn:Babe,wemissyou.

Oarabile:(smiled)I'm onmyway

Shawn:WithNatasha?

Oarabile:No,I'llleaveher.

Shawn:Ok

Shehungupandwalkedout...

AttheBandafamilyhouse....

LaterthateveningRotlheparkedthecarandthe

brotherssteppedoutlookingatthelockeddoor,



allthehouselightswereoffexceptthefront

one..

Rona:Wheredidtheygonow?

Rotlhe:Theyprobablywenttothefarm

Kaofela:Thecarishere

Rotlhe:Wewillseethem tomorrow,let'sgoout

andcelebrate.

Refa:Ineedthatdistraction,whynot

Rona:Weshouldbebackby11pm,itold

ChelseaI'llbehometonight.

Rotlhe:I'lldrive..

Fela:AndI'm sittinginthefrontthistimearound

Refa:Letmedrainthepipefirst

TheygotinthecarasRefarantothetreeand

pointedhisdicktothetreetrunkpeeing,



meanwhileFelapassedRonathebookRefa

wasusingtogetherwithhisphone..

Fela:TakeRefa'sthingsodibeehoo

Ronaputthem ontheseatandtookouthis

phonedialingChelseabutitwasengagedand

Refa'sphonerang.Hefrownedandlookedat

Chelsea'scallbutbeforehecoulddecidewhat

todotheshehungup.Thephonereceiveda

messagewithChelsea'sname.

Ronacuriouslyclickedonthemessage...

Chelsea:HeyRefa,sorryforcalling,just

realisedyoumightbewithRona.Weneedto

talkaboutthatnight.GetbacktomeASAP



HisheartpoundedasRefawalkedbackzipping

hispantsandgettingbackinthecarthenhe

handedhim thephone..

Rona:(straightface)Whatisshetalkingabout?

*

*

*

*

*

.

.

.

.
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AtBanda'shouse...

RefagotthephoneandreadChelsea's

message,confusedandunabletoconnectthe

dotsoftheeventsthatoccurred5yearsyears

priorhehandeditbacktohim.

Refa:Idon'tknowwhatsheistalkingabout,

maybeshesentittomebymistake.Youcan

callher,Orshouldi?

Rotlheturnedbackandgotthephone..

Rotlhe:Whatareyoutalkingabout?

Hereadthemessageandlookedatbothofhis



brothers,Rona'sstraightfacesentchillsdown

hisspineandRefa'sconfusioncomplicatedthe

matter...

Rotlhe:Don'tasktoomanyquestionsyou'll

spoilthinga5

Rona:Spoilwhat?Whathappened"thatnight"?

Rotlhe:You'llunderstandoneday,don'tspoil

ourthings

Rona:You'repartofit?

RefalookedatRotlheconfusedbutkeptquiet..

Rotlhe:(smiled)Don'tspoilourthings,whyare

youevenreadingthismessages?Nosypeople

nevergetsurprisedbecausethey'resuspicious

ofeverythinggoingonaroundthem.Relaxand

wait..



WithRotlhe'sassuranceRona'ssuspicions

woreoffandhesmiledsuspectingsomething

positive..

Rona:Whatareyouthreeupto?

Fela:Whyam inotpartofit?

Refa:Becauseyouhaveabigmouth,that'swhy.

Rotlhe:Canwechangethetopicbeforeyouwe

ruinit?

TheylaughedasRotlhedroveout,Ronapicked

thecompanyinventorylistandhadalookatit

whileRotlheangrilystaredatRefaonthemirror,

Refafrownedslightlyshruggedhisshoulders

beforeclickingonthemessage.



AtRona'sHouse...

LaterthatnightChelsealaidonthebedgoing

throughFacebookpagesforweddinggowns,

sheclickedonherfriendsaccountschecking

outthecompaniestheyusedfortheirservices.

Shelandedonapregnantbrideandsmiled

admiringthegownthenherheartskippedas

sherememberedOarabile'swords.

Shedialedher..

Oarabile:Hello?

Chelsea:Ican'ttellRonawhathappened,you

can'tpunishmeforsomethingidid5yearsago.

Don'tforgetthatyou'renotinnocent.

Oarabile:I'm sorrywhat?I'm notinnocent?I

don'tcheat,whoseboyfrienddidisleepwith?



Chelsea:MaybeishouldtellMaAkofangthat

youhaveachildwithherhusband,wemight

assumeyoudidn'twanttosleepwithhim but

thenyouneverreportedsoitcan'tberapeand

youkeptgoingthereuntilhedidn'twantyou.

Oarabile:(sighed)I'm reallygladyoumentioned

thisbecauseyoujustmademeseehowmuch

youhaven'tchanged.Insteadofadmittingthat

whatyoudidwaswrongyou'retalkingaboutmy

painfulchildhoodmemories,thethingsinever

wanttotalkaboutbecausetheytookawaya

largechunkofmychildhood?Ihavenothingto

hideChelsea,goaheadandtalktoMaAkofang,

maybeshewillopenyoureyessoyoucansee

thingsasamotherlikeshedoes.Sheisnotevil

likeyou.Ihavenosecrets,ifyouwereexcited

thinkingyoucanblackmailmeyou'rewrong.I

am notyou....(tearfully)Ididnotsleepwiththat

manwillinglyandiam sogladhiswifegaveme

theclosureineeded.(ateardroppedanfand



shewipedit)IwasrapedChelseaandyoutalk

aboutitlikethat,doyouknowthepainofbeing

molestedasachildandpeopledon'tbelieve

you?

Chelsea:Ifitwasrapeyoucouldhavereported,

youlikeditthat'swhyyouwentbackformore.

Youhadanaffairwithamarriedmanandmade

hisnephewsupportthebaby.

Oarabile'stearrandownhercheekandshe

sniffledrubbingitstillholdingthephone...

Oarabile:I'm sogladyou'recarryingagirlchild,

that'sallI'llsay.IhopeonedayGodwillopen

youreyesthroughyourdaughterbecauseitwill

besadifyourdaughtertoldyouamanold

enoughtobehergrandfathermolestedherand

yourresponseisthatshelikedit.Idon'tstress

whenawomanwithahealthywombmakesfun



ofmychildhoodexperiences,onedayyouwill

cometomeandapologiseforsayingiliked

gettingrapedthat'swhyididn'tspeak.Goand

telltheworldthatNatashaisaproductofrape

andchildmolestation.RefaandItogetherwith

RaAkofangandMaAkofanghavedecidedto

makeadecisionsolelybasedonNatasha's

interestsandwearedoingfinebutifitmakes

youfeelbettergetamicandspreaditaround

Maun.(tearfully)Youshouldbeapologisingto

me,Chelseayou'veseducedRefa,hetriedto

rejectyouandyoutookadvantageofhis

stupidity.Youandibothknowyoustartedit

becauseRefarespectshisbigbrotherandhe

wouldhaveneverdoneifyoudidn'tpushhim to.

You'reatruedescendentofEve,youtempted

him andhefellforit.Nowhelosteverything,he

iscryingandworkinghardtofixourrelationship

andyesisometimesgettemptedbecauseileft

onlyformyhealthnotthatthereisnolove.It's

veryhardtorejectamanyoulovebecausehe



sleptwithyourcousin,youcan'thumble

yourselfandapologisetomebecauseyoudon't

understandthepainI'm in.YouthinkI'm just

jealous,youhaveneverbeencheated.Ifyou

wanttoapologisetomeI'm stayingattheplot

Refausedtoown,theonehesoldtotheSouth

Africans.Bye

Shehungupandthoughtfullylaidback,there

wasaknockonthedoorthenshegotupand

openedthedoor.Ronasmiledandputhisarms

aroundherkissingher..

Rona:Hey,isRJsleeping?

Chelsea:(glancedatRefa'scar)Yeah,heis

sleeping.(wavedatthebrothers)Higuys...

TheyallwavedsittinginthecarthenRona



kissedheragainandwavedatthem before

walkinginandclosingthedoor.

AttheBandaHouse...

LateronRotlheparkedatthegateandFela

steppedout...

Fela:Alright,seeyoutomorrow.

Rotlhe:Beontime,wehaveameeting.

Fela:Iwillbethere...

Theiryoungestbrotherwalkedinthroughthe

gatethenRotlheturnedtoRefa...

Rotlhe:Ican'tbelieveyou'redraggingmeinto

this,sowhatareyouandChelseadiscussing



aboutthatnight?

Refa:Ididn'tevenknowshemeantthatnight,

howdidyoufigurethatout?

Rotlhe:Really?

Refa:Idon’tknowwhyshewouldwanttotalk

aboutthat,itoldChelseawearedone.Islapped

herandsincethenshedoesn'tplaylikethat

withme.That'swhyithoughtitwassenttome

bymistake

Rotlhe:It'snotamistake,youbetterfindout

whatisgoingonanddothatreallyfastbecause

whenRonafindsoutheisfiringyouandmefor

nottellinghim.Youdidn'tthinktwiceabout

kickinghim outforbetrayingyouwithRJ,

expectthatkindofreactionfrom him too.

You'repayingamortgageloanandyoucan'tgo

backtoyourhousebecausethosetenantsare

helpingyoupaytheloan.Youleftyourjob,the

onethatgaveyouafreehouse.Ican'tlosemy



jobeither,ihaveagirlfriendwhoseemsto

breathwithmoney.Ifidon'tgivehermoneywa

ngalaadiratsetsothe.Nowyou'retakingme

downwithyoukanonsensee,I'm sureRabi

hatesmebecauseeveryonethinkssheleftyou

becausesheusedyou,I'm theonlyonewho

sawherhalfdeadbecauseofyourdoing.

Refa:NnaRabikemolekile,itriedtotoprove

myselfandshowheriloveher

Rotlhe:It'stoolatenow,leaveheralone.Just

dealwithyoursidechick.IwishChelseaknew

justhowmuchihateherbecauseiknowherfor

whosheis.Ifthisdidn'taffectyouiwouldhave

longtoldRonagoreabatemosadibecause

Chelseaisnotwwifematerial.Shewaswith

Ronabecauseshedidn'thavemuchofachoice.

Refa:(sighed)Drivethecar,iwanttogoand

sleep.Nnakanakebatiandineverstop

sufferingformistakesididamillionyearsago,i

alreadylostawomanilove,nowI'm losingmy



children.Shouldilosemybrotherandmyjob?

Allbecauseofawomanwhowouldn'tleaveme

alone.

Rotlhe:Shouldhavebeatenherthefirsttime,

that'syourmistake.

Hereversedanddroveoff....

Atrentedhouse...

ThefollowingmorningOarabilemadebreakfast

forherfamilyandplacedtheplatesonthetable

beforecoveringthem.Sheputmorefoodina

lunchboxandwenttothebedroom whereshe

satontheedgeofthebedasShawnand

Bambinolaidasleepnexttooneanother.

Oarabile:Shawn?Shawn?



BambinogotuprubbinghiseyesasShawnalso

gotup..

Oarabile:Goodmorningguys,thereis

breakfastonthediningtable.I'm takingthisto

myauntandNatasha.

Shawn:Ok..

BambinoreachedforShawn'sphoneand

clickedonitbutitwaslocked..

Bambino:UncleIwantthatshootinggame

Shawn:(tookit)Letmetakeoutthelocks

Shawndeactivatedallthesecuritycheckson

hisphoneandhandedittoBambinothenhegot



upputtingonhist-shirt..

Shawn:Bambinoandisleptverylateplaying

gamesonline,heisreallycompetitive..(laughed)

Itwaslikeplayingwithanadult.Heisbrilliant..

Oarabile:(laughed)Helovesgames..

Shawn:I'm goingtobrushmyteeth,don'tgo

justyet..

Hewalkedtothebathroom andOarabileturned

lookingatBambinothenshegotthephone

from him andclickedonhismessagesasher

heartpounded.

Shescannedthroughpassingmessagesfrom

hishospitalgroup,familyandtheirfriendsthen

shewenttohismessagesandchecked

everythingandsighedinrelieffindingnothing.



Bambino:(whining)MamaIwanttopl-

Oarabile:Tsaa...

Shehandedhim thephoneandtookouther

mirrorreplyingherlipsstickasShawnwalkedin

andleanedoverkissingher.

Shawn:Tellmeyouwon'tbelong,wehave

spenttimetogethersincewearrived..

Oarabile:Iwill..

Shestoodupandhuggedhim oncemore

beforekissingBambino'sheadandwalking

out...

Oarabile:Ihopeyouboyswillbehave,iwant



thekitchenclean!

ShawnpickedBambinowhowasbusyonthe

phone,heheadedtothelivingroom wherehe

puthim downonthecouchandwatchedBTV

tryingtomakesenseofthelanguage.

Shawn:Bambinowhatis"Thakwano"?

Bambino:It'sTakwano,itmeanscomehere..

(pausedthegame)YouwanttolearnSetswana?

Shawn:(laughed)Yeah,teachme

Bambino:I'llteachyouthecoolwordsfirst...I

loveyouisKagorata

Shawn:Khaorata,ok

Bambino:Fosekisgoaway

Shawn:Fosek

Bambino:OtaanyelaisI'llbeatyou



Shawn:Othanyela..

Bambino:(laughed)Yousayitfunny,sayit

strongly.Wesayitatschoolwhensomeoneis

stealingoursnackorjustbullyingus.

Shawn:(seriously)Othanyela

Bambino:(laughedandgavehim high-five)

Yeah!

Theycontinuedchattingbackandforthuntil

therewasaknockonthedoor.Bambinogotthe

phonewhileShawnopenedthedoortoan

unfamiliarcolouredwoman...

Shawn:Hi

Her:Hi,canwetalk?

Shawn:Idoubtyou'relookingforme,weare

heretemporarily.Thisisn'tourhouse.



Her:ShawnMuhammedright?I'm lookingfor

you.MynameisChelsea,I'm Rabi'scousin.

Shawn:Ohok,wellyoujustmissedyourcousin.

Shewenttoyouraunt'splace.

Chelsea:No,I'm lookingforyou.

Shawnandlistenedlookingather..

Chelsea:DoyouknowthatRabihasbeen

seeingRefaandhedidn'tknowanythingabout

you?Noneofusknewyou.Heorganiseda

partybecauseheknewhewastheone.She

wasplayingyouallalong.

Shawnlookeddownandswallowedthenhe

lookedbackather...



Shawn:Isthereanythingelse?I'm kindofbusy.

Chelsea:ShelovesRefaandsheisgoingtohurt

you.Ihopeyouknowthat.Howdoyoueven

knowwhereshewentrightnow?IfiwasyouI'd

takemyfamilytoUK.Sheisworkingdayand

nighttopunishmeanddestroymymarriage

because5yearsagoimadethemistakeof

havinganaffairwithRefa.Ifsheisoverhim

whyisshestilltorturingme?Aren'tyouenough

togetherattention?Youneedtotalktoher

aboutleavingmealoneifatallshelovesyou.

Shawn:Bye

Heclosedthedoorandwalkedtowards

Bambino...

Shawn:Bambinocanihavethephone?I'llbring

itback,watchtheTVfornow



Bambino:Ok

Hegotthephoneandwalkedinthebedroom

dialingOarabile...

Oarabile:HeyBabe

Shawn:Whereareyou?

Oarabile:Atmyaunt'shouse,itoldyouaker?

Shawn:Weneedtotalk,comehere.

Oarabile:What'swrong?

Shawn:Chelseawasjustheretellingthingsi

don'tget,ineedyoutoclarifythem.

Oarabile:Soyou'remeetingChelseainsecret?

Thesamecousinwhodestroyedmy

relationship?Listenifyoufeeltheneedtosleep

withherthengoaheadanddoit,ifyoubelieve

anythingshesaidgoaheadandleaveme.I'm



reallysickandtiredofmenthatget

manipulatedeasily.Ifyouwanttogothengo

Shawn,iwon'tbegyoutoloveme.Andnoyou

don'thavetoworryaboutthispregnancy,I'llgo

toSouthAfricaandgetridofitbecauseits

illegaltodoithere.Isthereanythingelse?

Shawn:I'm notleavingandI'm sleepingwith

yourcousinbecauseI'm notRefa,idon'tfind

anythingattractiveaboutyourcousin.Ijust

neededclarificationandyoucan'tblameme

becauseyou'retheonewhoissensitiveabout

yourprivacyinthephone.

Oarabile:Youhavepasswordstoo

Shawn:Iputthem therebecauseyouhaveone,

canwebothtakethem down?(shekeptquiet)

whycan'tyoujustlovemewholeheartedly?I

can'tfixthedamagethisguydidifyoudon't

givemeachanceRabi,icanshowyouthat

thereareguyslikemewhodon'tbelievein

havingmultiplewomenbutyouhavetotrust



me.It'slikeyou'rewaitingformetohurtyou,

stopguardingyourheartandstophavingthis

wallican'tcrack.Iliveinfearoflosingyouto

thisguybutidon'taccuseyouofit,havefearof

mecheatingbutdon'taccuseme.Iloveyou

andI'm heretomarryyou.Whenwearedone

wearegoingbacktoUK,wearegoingtoapply

forcitizenshipandstaythere.

Oarabile:Ok,I'm coming.

Shawn:Youdon'thavetocomerightaway.

Takeyourtime,thereisamoviecomingup,I'll

watchit.

Oarabile:Thanks

HehungupandwenttogiveBambinothe

phonethenhewatchedamovie....

AtAuntDoris'sHouse....



MeanwhileOarabileshookherheadhangingup

anddialedChelsea.

Chelsea:Hello?

Oarabile:Sorryopadileakere?Asincere

apologyhela...I'm nowtellingRona.Bye

Chelsea:Ifyoutellhim hewillfireRefa,hequit

hisjobtoworkforhisbrother'scompany.

Oarabile:Sowhat?Ifthat'swhatittakesto

showyouthatimeanbusinesssobeit.

Chelsea:Waiti-

ShehungupanddialedRona'snumber...

Rona:Hello?

Oarabile:HiRonakeRabi,rememberthe



Facebookwomanwhom Refacheatedwith?

Theonewhoseducedhim andwentbacktoher

relationship?

Rona:Yeahiremember,whatisit?

*

*

*

*

*

*
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AtAuntDoris'sHouse.



Rona:Hello?

Oarabile:TherealreasonileftRefaisbecause

thewomanhecheatedonmewithwhileiwas

breastfeedinghissonisChelsea.Icalledthem

boththedayshemovedin,itoldhim ifheslept

withherI'dleavehim withoutfightingandi

calledhertellingherifshesleptwithhim I'd

haveaverybigproblem withher.Onthevery

samenightshesleptwithhim.Iguesshefelt

guiltybecausehetoldmerightawaycrying

askingmetoforgivehim abuagoregaaitse

goreodirisitswekeeng.

Rona:I'm sorryyouhadtogothroughthepain

ofhim sleepingwithoneofyourcousinsagain.

Ihavealwayssuspecteditbutihadnoproof.

Thenightwearrivedfrom Gaborone,itsthe

samedayyouleft..KehaRefaatagilwelike

waytoodrunk.Ihadtoliterallydraghim tothe

bedandtakeoffhisclothes.Chelsealeftour



bedroom laterthatnightandwasgoneforlike

20to30minutes,igotupandcalledaround.

Firstileanedinthetoiletandiknowforsureit

wasemptytheniwenttohisroom.Refa's

sheetshadbeenpulleddownbuthewasstill

sleeping,icalledChelseaasaarabe,andmind

youthekeyswerestillonthelocksoican'tsay

sheleftthehouse.Surelyshewasinthehouse

butwherevershewasshecouldn'trespond

whenicalled.Isearchedthewardrobeandthen

irememberRefa'sbedkehighbedthat'swheni

checkedunder.Icouldseesomeonewasthere

becauseitwasdustyandwhoeverwasthere

rubbedthedust,andthenwheniwalkedinI'm

100%iclosedthedoorbutthenwhenigotout

itwasslightlyopen.Ithenwenttothe

bathroom,funnyenoughitwasclosedandshe

wasflashingacleantoiletpaper.Ireallyhadno

proofshewastryingtodosomething,ihad

nothingbutsuspicionsandihaveleantto

blamemymindwheneverisuspect,iturnto



convincemyselfI'm beinginsecureandChelsea

isreallygoodatmakingmefeelguiltyfor

thinkingnegativelysomostofthetimei

suppressmysuspicions,butthanksforletting

meknow.Itmusthavebeenreallytoughonyou

Oarabile:ItwasbutihaveShawnnowso

thingsaren'tthatbad.

Rona:Idon'tknowwhattosay

Oarabile:Areyouokthough?

Rona:I'm fine,I'm justgladI'm notcrazy.It's

reallypainfultostaywithsomeonesuspecting

somethingthatyoucan'tprove.

Oarabile:Ican'tsayiunderstandbecauseRefa

isnotagoodliar,hehasneverdraggedaliefor

longgapehisstoriesalwayshaveloopholes,

gaaitsegobuamaakasente.Hetoldmesame

daykesammotsaandhewascrying.

Rona:Whydidhetellyou?



Oarabile:Iguesshefeltguiltyhelabecausehe

didn'thavetotellmeandiwouldhavenever

knownhadhenottoldme.

Rona:True,I'm reallysorryRefahurtyouthat

bad.Iknowthepainofbeingcheated,ihave

alwaysbeentheonethatgetscheated.At

timesiwonderwhypeoplesayallmencheat

becauseinevercheat,wheniloveilovehard

untilanothermancomesalongandtakes

what'smine.I'm alwaystheonetryingtoopena

woman'seyesandmakeherseeiloveher.I

havehadabouttheeinjectionsforSTDsandall

thisthreetimesitwasadifferentwoman,my

exs.

Oarabile:I'm sorry,nowifeelbadbecauseyou

probablythoughtyoufoundtheone

Rona:Ialwayshadmydoubtsbecauseall

alongifeltChelseadoesn'twanttoget

pregnantbyme.It'ssomethingthatwasjust

eatingmekelenosibutwhenshefinallyfell



pregnantithoughtmaybeshefinallyrealisedi

loveher.IknowshelovesRefabecauseshe

wasjealousofyouandshewantedRjandRefa

tohavearelationshipjustthatRefawasn't

passionateabouttheideatotaenehewas

focusedonmakinglifeeasierforyou,he

probablyfeltifheletmehaveRJyouwillbe

morecomfortablewithhim.

Oarabile:Isee,sowhatareyougoingtodo?

Rona:Idon'tknow,idon'tlikereacting

immediatelyafterhearingbadnewsbecausei

tendtomakedecisionsiendupregretting.So

kawenaleRefagohedilekanajang?

Oarabile:Uhnnarramonnaokeamoratago

buannete,idon'twanttolietoyou.Sometimes

thefeelingsgetsostrongthatistartwondering

hownicethingswouldbebutthenknowing

Refaisweakwhenitcomestocheatingholds

meback.KanannaRefakemothaletsego

robalaleChelseanotthatidon'tlovehim.The



lovehasn'treducedijustneededmorethan

love,iwantedtoberespectedtoo.Evennowke

kgonagoipotsagoreanyaloyakoRwandake

taekgona,don'tgetmewrongShawnisa

wonderfulmanandhewasraisedbyaChristian

family.Helosthisfamilyduringthegenocides

andhesawhisfamilybeingbutcheredwith

machete,itwasreallyhorrible.Hestillgets

medsforanxiety.Lifegetshardforhim mostly

aroundAprilbecausethat'swhenhe

remembersthetimehelosthisfamily.Shawnis

lovingandhisdream istohaveafamilybut

sometimesifeelguiltyandfeelasifI'm not

goodenoughforhim.Natashadoesn'tlikehim

andshemisbehavesaroundhim,iknowithurts

him becausewekindofpicturedthisperfect

familybutNatasharefusestobepartofthat.

Rona:Icanimagine,iwouldn'tbesurprisedif

youlefthim forRefa,allwomendothatbutnna

gaketsayatshwetsogonehanoonewill



convincemeotherwise.

Oarabile:Whatareyousaying?

Rona:I'm sayingwomenwerecreatedina

certainwayifyou'renotthenyoujusthavehigh

toleranceforbullshit.Ibeengiven3injections

beforeandicameoutHIVnegative,whatare

thechancesofmaintainingmystatusifI'm

goingtokeepacheateraround?

Oarabile:MmekanaRefaleenetherraga

dirisecondom

Rona:Cheatersdon'tusecondoms,theycan

startbyusingitbutaftersometimetheythink

theyknoweachothermmegapebasaitester

tabegojewabolotokgantelegotsholwa

ngwanaandthesadthingkegorengwanawa

tengoneelwawenathefaithfulone.Somehow

kesureRefaneakaseboelelebutChelseaenei

can'tvouchforher.Thebabysheiscarrying

mightnotevenbemineforalliknow



Oarabile:Idon'tknow,ihaven'tbeentalkingto

herthroughouttheyearsenemmekeitsegore

kemothowagodiradilonyanatsamakgoatse

tsabogonnaspontaneousbutuhmaybeshe

reallylovesyou.(notification)Oopsmyairtime

isfinished

Rona:Dropakegolletse

Oarabile:Noitsfine,wetalked.Ijustthought

youneededtoknowwhatyou'regetting

yourselfinto.

Rona:Alright,takecare

Oarabile:Willdo

Thecallgotdisconnectedandshesighed

feelingabitlighter....

Atthevacantofficespace...



MeanwhiletheBandabrotherswalkedaround

thebuildinglookingattheoffice,Refapulled

theblindfoldsatthewindowlookingatthe

parkinglotwherehisbigbrotherwasleaning

againstthecarholdinghisphone..

Refa:Ronahasbeeninthephonesincewegot

hereandhehasn'tevenseentheoffice

Rotlhe:(peaked)Lookslikeaseriouscall...

(loweredhisvoice)HaveyoutalkedtoChelsea?

Refa:No,I'm nottalkingtoher.I'm nothaving

secretconversationswithChelseaafterwhat

shecostme.

Rotlhe:Heiscoming..

Theysteppedawayfrom thewindowand

walkedaroundthereceptionarea.Rona's

footstepsapproachedasheranupthesteps



andstoodatthedoorlookingatRefa..

Rona:Takwano

Refa'sheartskippedashelookedathim,Rona

turnedawayandhefollowedhim walking

slowlyandvisiblyuncomfortable.

Rona:(turnedback)Ithaganelethemonna!

Heclearedhisthroatandhurriedupscratching

hishead,Ronaliterallyopenedthedoorforhim

andfiercelylookedathim..

Rona:Getinside

Refagotinsideandclosedthedoorashisheart



pounded,hishandsslowlytrembledashe

leanedback,Ronagotinthedriver'ssideand

reversedwithoutsayinganything...

Withoutthestrengthtoaskwheretheywere

goingRefalookedathim andwhenhelooked

backathim helookedawayinstead..

Rona:Refawee?

Refa:Yeah

Rona:OgakologelwakebualewenakaChelsea?

Refa:It'snot-

Rona:(angrily)Onkarabe,skaikarabelahelaka

goreonalemolomo,ketaaemisakoloiekego

gatamolomokarifi.Skabatagonnyatsa.

Refaswallowedtearfullyandlookedoutsidethe



carbitinghislowerlip..

Rona:Howmanytimesdidyousleepwithher?

Refa:(turnedandlookedathim)Ithappened

once...(showedonefinger)Justonce!iswear

toGoditneverhappenedagain

RonasteppedontheacceleratorthenRefa

pulledtheseatbeltwatchingasheovertook5

carsandcamefacetofacewithatruckof

buildingmaterials,hequicklychangedlanes

andRefafinallybreathedout...

Refa:Whereareyougoing?

HedroveforalmostanhourasRefapleadedon

theway,hefinallymadeaturnintothebush

andopenedthedoorforRefa,hesteppedout



andhepushedhim down.Refatrippedondead

woodandfellonthesharptreetrunkthathad

beenbrokenbylightningdaysbefore.

Helookedathisbleedingarm buthisbig

brotherpushedhim forward,Refatookoffhist-

shirtandtieditaroundhisarm ashewalked

shirtlessacrossthethornytrees

Rona:Ema...

Refastoppedandhetookouthisphoneand

walletfrom thebackpocketthenhepushed

him forward..

Refa:Soyou'regoingtokillmeforawoman?

Aftereverythingwebeenthrough

Rona:That'stheproblem,sheisjustawoman



toyou.Maybeifshewasyourbrother'swoman

youwouldn'thavegonethatfarwithher.Wa

ntalelaRefa

RefaturnedaroundandRonadroppedaheavy

fistonhisface,hefellonhisbackandleaned

forwardwithhishandoverhisnoseashebled.

Rona:WantwaelaRefaakere?

HebithislowerlipandkickedRefaontheface

withaworkboot,Refafellonhisbackandput

hisarmsoverhisfacethenRonastompedon

hischest,herolledoverlaidonhisstomach

withhisarmsoverhisheadasRonastoodby

kickinghim overandover.

Refa:(tearfully)Stop,you'rehurtingme



Hekickedhim ontheothersideofhishead,

temporarilydeafanddizzy,Refagrabbedhisleg

hugginghim tightly...

Rona:(angrily)Letgoofmyleg,don'ttouchme

Refa:Onthagilemotsebengkana,wampola

Rona:(stompedonhishands)Don'ttouchme

Hesteppedbackandkickedhim onthefaceas

afewblooddropssplatteredaround,Refafell

onhisbackwithhishandsspreadashishead

slowlyturnedlyingonthesoil,blooddripped

from hislipsasheslowlyclosedhiseyesand

lostconsciousness.

Ronatookoutaropefrom hispocketandtied

hishandsthenhetiedhislegsanddraggedhim



tothenear-bytree,hepickedhist-shirtandtied

itaroundhismouththenhewalkedtothetree

thathadbeenstruckbylightening,hepulled

onebigbranchanddraggeditoverasRefa

groanedlookingathim.

Ronasathim againstthetreetrunkandpulled

thebigbranchoverhim,hetookouthis

cigaretteandlititstandingbylookingatRefa,

hepuffedabigcloudofsmokelookingathis

littlebrotherthenhestretchedhisarm lighting

hislighter,holdinguptheflamejustabovethe

drybranch.Hebroughttheflameclosertothe

dryleavesasRefatearfullylookedathim.

Rona:(calmly)I'llkillyouifyoueverget

betweenthelegsofthewomanicallmine.

You'resupposedtorespectawomanisharemy

bedwithregardlessofhowratchetsheis,I'm



yourbigbrother.

Heswitchedthelighteroffandturnedaround

walkingawaythenhepausedandthrewovera

cigarettewhichfellontheleavesbyRefa'sfeet

andproducedasmokeasRonawalkedtothe

car.From adistanceRefaheardthecarstarting

anddrivingoff..............

*

*Sidenote:Familyfrom nowontherewillbeno

bonusesafter6pm,meaningifwedon'treach

thetargetbefore6pm thenwewillonlywaitfor

the11pm insert.Thisisbecausethereshould

beintervalsbetweeninserts.Wewillalsopost

sponsorsearlytoallowtimeformorereaders

toLike.Thankyouforbeingpartoftheteam

andyourLikesarehighlyappreciated.Night

insertcomingupat11:30pm...

*
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AtthevacantOffice...

MeanwhileRotlhepacedupanddownasRefa's

phonerangunanswered,Felaslowlysatdown

lookingathim..



Fela:Whatisgoingon?Whyiseveryoneso

tense?Whataren'tyoutellingme?

HehungupanddialedRona...

Rona:Hello?

Rotlhe:Whereareyoutwo?

Rona:Coming,areyoustillattheoffice?

Rotlhe:Yeah

Rona:Keeta..

Hhungupandsatdownpressinghisphoneas

Felawalkedover...

Fela:What'sgoingon?

Rotlhe:Idon'tknowhowtostart



Fela:WherewasRonaandRefagoing?

Rotlhe:RefahadsexwithChelseaandidon't

thinkRonaishappyaboutthat

Fela:Yoo...

Rotlhe:It'soldnewsbutidon'tthinkitwillbe

waterunderthebridge.

Ronaslowlywalkedintheroom andtheykept

quietashewentstraightforRotlhewhostood

upandstaggeredback...

Rona:LastnighthaoreI'llruinitwhatdidyou

mean?KerayakathatSMSyagaChelsea

RotlhebumpedonthecornerflinchingasRona

approached..



Rotlhe:(blocking)Ronakedirilecircumcision,

andihaven'tproperlyhealed,youknowthat..

Rona:Iaskedyouaquestion

Rotlhe:Ijustdidn'twantyoutwofighti-

Ronapunchedhim onthestomachandslid

downthewallholdinghisstomachtightly.Fela

pacedtothedoorandstoodtherelookingat

them..

Fela:Ididn'tknowany,hejusttoldmenow.I

didn’tknow.I'm sorry

RonastaredatRotlhesittingonthefloorthen

hewalkedaway....

Rona:Leloteleofficeeo...



Rotlheslowlystoodupmassaginghisstomach

asFela,walkedoverandinspectedhim..

Fela:Areyouok?

Rotlhe:Yeah,I'm fine...

Theylockedthedoorandwalkedout,butRona

droveoffastheyapproachedtheparkinglot.

AtRona'sHouse....

LateronRonaknockedandwalkedinholdinga

packofSimbachipsasRJwatchedTV,he

turnedaroundsmilingandcaughtthem as

Ronawalkedby..



Rona:Howwasschool?

Rj:Itwasok,igot10out10onmyhomework

Rona:Nice,mamaokae?

Rj:Sleeping.

Rona:Alright

Hewalkedinthebedroom andsatontheedge

ofthebedlookingatChelseaasshesleptthen

hereachedforherbumpsoftlyrubbingher,she

slowlyopenedhereyesandsmiledlooking

him...

Chelsea:Hi

Rona:(calmly)Howareyou?

Chelsea:I'm fine

Rona:Canwegositinthecarandtalk?I'llget

thetowelforyou.



HegotthetowelasChelseaslowlygotupand

tiedherrobethenshewalkedoutpushingher

bigbump,heopenedthedoorforherandshe

gotinthenhegotinthedriver'sside.

Chelsea:What'sgoingon?

Rona:Youknowiloveyouright?

Chelsea:(smiledblushing)Iknow...

Hedrovetothegateandstoppedtherebefore

glancingatthehousesizinghowfarRJwas.

Chelsea:(smiled)You'reactingweird...

Hereachedfortheboxofringonthedashboard

andlookedinhereyesasshesmiledblushing



waitingforhim tosayitinperson.Heopened

theboxandsheputbothofherhandsoverher

mouthlookingatherdream ring...

Chelsea:(smiled)OhmyGod

Rona:Doyoulikeit?

Chelsea:Iloveit..

Heclosedtheboxandputitonthedashboard

againthenheleanedbackandlookedinher,

eyes..

Rona:Iheardyousleptwithmybrother,isthat

true?

Chelsea:Whosaidit?

Rona:Isittrue?

Chelsea:No,ofcoursenot.



Rona:Sowhoevertoldmeislying?

Chelsea:Ididn'tcheat

Rona:IfyoutellmenothingbutthetruthI'm

goingtomarryyoubutifyoulietomeour

relationshipendsheretoday.Itsuptoyou,I

wantyoutotellmethetruthandnothingbutthe

truth,from howitallstarted,whostartedit,

wherewereyouandwithoutleavinganydetail.

Chelsea:(tearfully)Rabiislying...Youcan'tlet

thingsthathappened5yearsagogetbetween

us,weshouldbecelebratingthetender

Rona:Chelsea?Lesagotshwarakwalekwa,

didyousleepwithmybrotherornot?Itsvery

simple.Whomadethefirstmove?

Chelsea:(tearfully)Hedid

Shelookedattheringandlookedbackathim

tearfully...



Rona:SoRefastartedit?

Chelsea:Yes

Rona:Thenwhatdidyoudo?

Chelsea:Ronidon'tknowitwasalongtime

ago,idon'tremembereverything.

Rona:(calmly)Ifyouweren'tpregnantI'd

honestlybeatyoubecauseyou'reliarandit

annoysme,andiknowyoudon'tbelieveme

whenisaythisbecauseyouthinkI'm stupid.It's

okthough,goinsideandpackyourbags,I'm

takingyoubacktoyouraunt'shouse.Weare

done,it'sover.

Chelsea:(tearfully)RonaI'm pregnant

Rona:That'swhyican'tbeatyoubutdon'ttemp

meakerewabonakebualewenakelesoft?

Justtakeyourthingsandgo,RJisstill

watchingTVandidon'tmindremainingwith



him sincehisschoolisclosebybutwewill

discusshim tomorrow.

Hereversedbacktothedoorandopenedthe

cardoorforherasshereluctantlyfacedhim to

plead....

Rona:Packyourbags,I'm takingyoubackto

youraunt'shousekokegotserengteng.Gake

bategolwalewena,ican'tfindanypartofyour

bodystrongenoughtoreceiveabeatingfrom

meandyou'rejustnotworthmegoingtojailfor,

ihavefarmoreimportantthingsthantobeata

womanwhosleepswitheverymanthatsays

hello.Go....(shelookedathim)Don'targuewith

meifyouknowwhat'sgoodforyou.

Chelseatearfullysteppedoutandwalkedinthe

houseasRonaleanedbackandrubbedhis



face...

*

*

*

*

*
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AtAuntDoris'sHouse....

LaterthateveningRonaparkedinfrontofthe

houseandsteppedoutasChelsearemained

seated.Heopenedthebootandpickedher

blanketsthenheopenedthedoorforher...



Rona:Chelseawantia,iwanttogoandsleep..

Chelsea:Youcan'tchasemeoutwithnothing

butclothes,ihelpedyoupaythefurniturewhen

youdidn'thaveajob

Rona:Don'tforgetthatit'smycompensation

moneythatopenedyoursaloon,I'lltakethe

wholeequipmentandputthem upforauction

saleifyoupissmeoff.

Chelsea:(crying)Rona,I'm sorry...OkI'lltellyou

exactlywhathappened...

Ronaputtheblanketsontopofthecarand

openedthedoorwiderwhileChelseasatinside

thecar...

Rona:Idon'twanttohearitanymore.Refatold

meeverythingineededtoknow,iwasjust



tryingtoseeifyou'recapableoftellingthetruth

andyou'renot.Idon'tshareawomanwithmy

brother.ItwasenoughthatyouwerehisP200

clientandiunderstoodthat,iputablindeyeto

itbutnowyou'regoingtoofar.Ifyoucan

seduce1ofmybrothersyoucanseduceallof

them andtheseboysrespectmenowyou're

makingthem thinkI'm stupid.Onthogisabo

nnake,oletellajangntsutsunyanayaRefahake

jangteng,ontwaetsabonnake.Can'tyoujust

actliketheiroldersisterinsteadoffucking

them?They'resupposedtocomeforadviceto

younottasteyou,whatiswrongwithyou?

AuntDorisslowlyapproachedyawningand

buttoningherblouseconfusedbythe

argument....

Chelsea:(crying)Iseducedhim onceandidon't



lovehim,iwasgoingthroughalotatthetime,i

won'tlietoyou...Itwasharddealingwiththe

factthatyouwereinthehospitalandithought

ifI'm beingextratohim hewillhelpusmore.

Rona:You'relying,Refaofferedtohelpusway

beforeyoutouchedhim,heofferedtohelp

becausewewereraisedtohelponeanother,he

knewitwashisresponsibilitytostepupifI'm

down.That'swhyheoffered,youloveRefa

Chelsea,behonest.ThatP200nightleftyou

wantingmore.

Chelsea:(crying)Ijustdidn'twantmysonto

dropoutofschoolknowingRefacouldaffordit,

can'tyouputyourselfinmyshoes?

Rona:Ican'tbecausenothinginthisworldcan

makemehavesexwithyoursister.Thereisno

justificationforcheatingandyoudidn'tuse

protection.Itoldyouihavebeentreatedfor

STDsbeforeasaresultofacheatingpartner.

Refadoesn'tusecondoms,hejumpsonevery



womanwithoutacondom andyouwantedto

bringallthattome!You'restupidand

inconsiderate....youdon'tvalueyourhealth.He

ismylittlebrotherforfucksake,howdoilive

withbothofyouknowingyoubothhaveachild

andyoufuckbehindmyback?Seriously

couldn'tyoujustletmelivewiththe

responsibilityoffatheringmynephew,didyou

havetoaddcheating?Youletmoneycontrol

you,that'swhatkilledyou...Ididn’thavemoney

andmybrotherhadit.You'renotwise.Getout..

AuntDoris:What'sgoingon?

Theybothturnedaroundandlookedatherthen

Chelseagotoutofthecarcryingandgrabbed

auntDoris'sarm..

Chelsea:Ronaischasingmeoutofthehouse

andit'sallforthethingsthathappenedyears



ago,

Rona:(calmly)Auntiekekopagobusetsa

Chelseakwano,ijustfoundoutshesleptwith

mybrother.Mybrotherandiinfrontofour

familyhadcometoanunderstanding

concerningRJ,ihadnoproblem withChelsea's

pastandiloveRJlikeheismine,afterallheis

myblood.Theonlyproblem ihavenowisthat

wheniwasinthehospitalshesleptwithmy

brotherandthemostpainfulthingisthatshe

startedit.Ican'ttrusther,alsoitwillbedifficult

tolivewithherknowingicantbringmybrothers

tomyhouseoutofthefearthatshemightstart

unzippingtheirpants.Ronaretshotswerele

basimanehelakogarona,therearetwomore

brothersleft.TheyhavebeenstayinginGabs

butnowthattheywillbeworkingwithusin

Maunandvisitingmyhousealotshewill

probablysleepwiththem.Ican'tletthathappen.

AuntDoris:Iunderstandyoumyboy,andi



appreciatethatyoudidn'tbeatherorpushher

outthedoor.Youbroughtherhomesafelyso

thankyou.Iam notgoingtopleadbecauseit

willbeunfairtoforceyoutoacceptherbut

don'tforgetsheiscarryingyourchild.

Rona:Iwillsupportmydaughterandassoonas

sheisbornI'm sendingmyparentsbantsha

magadi,I'm takingher

Chelsea:You'renottakingmychildandifthat's

yourmentalitytomorrowI'm takingmyson.

Rona:Icantakebothofthesekidsfrom you,do

youwanttobetonit?

Chelsea:You'renottakingmykids.

Rona:Goodluckbecauseyou'regoingtoneedit.

AuntDoriswalkedbackinsidethehouseas

Ronaoffloadedthebagsanddroveoffleaving

Chelseastandingthere.Sheturnedandlooked



atheraunt'shouseandburstintotearssitting

ontopofoneofherbags.

MinuteslaterauntDoriswalkedbackoutside

andstoodnexttoherholdingherwaist...

AuntDoris:Mmeakerewabonangwanaka?

Ditamoragotsateng...Youhadagoodman,a

manwhoacceptedyouandtookcareofyouthe

bestwayhecouldafford.Yougotimpatientand

comparedhim tohisbrother,youcouldn'tjust

letyourcousinhaveamanwhohadmore

moneythanyou,youallowedthedeviltouse

you.Iknowyou'renotabadperson,youjustlet

situationsuseyou.Itwasverysimple,youcould

haveaskedforforgivenesswhenhehad

nothingandwhenitwasnew.Whatmadeyou

thinkitwillremainasecretwhenRefawas

dumpedforthesamereason?Iunderstand



RonaandiunderstandRabi,itwillbecruelto

expectthem totakeyoutwoback.Iwanthim to

forgiveyousoyoucanbothenjoyhismoney

butwhatabouthisfeelings?Gonearethedays

offorgivingcheatingbecausethereare

diseasesallover,I'm sorryyoulearntitthehard

way.RabileeneoganagobusaRefa,sheloves

him butshecan't,Ronaleenereaitsegore

wagoratabutidon'tknowifhewilltakeyou

back.TotaChelseaekareotswahogosetha

jaanangwanakayareobonyemonnawa

tshamekakaenejaana?

Chelsea:(rubbinghertears)Iwasstressed...

Youwouldn'tunderstandthepressureiwas

underwatchingmysonsufferingwhilehis

fathergaveanotherwoman'schildlove.

AuntDoris:Eefinishcryingandtakeyourbags

inside,idon'thaveanextrabedyou'llhaveto

spreadthem onthefloor.Ledibonedilotsago

nnakomonneng,yourworkedhardand



contributedtothehouseholdbutthenyou

breakuphekicksyououtwithnothingbutyour

blankets.Let'sgo..

AuntDorispickedherbagsandwalkedinside

asChelseapickedanotherandfollowedher....

AtRefa'sHouse...

Rotlhesatontheedgeofthebeddialinghis

brotherbuthisphonewasn'tavailable,Fela

walkedinwithaplateofsteakandsatnextto

him takingabite..

Fela:(chewing)Wantsome?

Rotlhe:(redialing)No,somethingiswrong...

Refaisnotansweringandhecanneverstayout

lateuntilthistime.



Fela:(stoppedchewing)YouthinkRonahurt

him?

Rotlhe:Idon'tknowbutyouknowRonacando

thingsandstillactcalm likenothinghappened.

Fela:Gasegorerelletsepapa?

Rotlhe:LetmecallRonafirst

HedialedRona...

Rona:Hello?

Rotlhe:KanteRefaokaemestaa?

Rona:Idon'tknow,whyareyouaskingme?

Rotlhe:Ifyoudon'ttellmeI'm tellingmdala

Rona:Tellhim,whostoppedyou?

Rotlhe:Oisitseyomongwenerra?I'm calling

thepolice



Rona:Callthem,kantewhyareyoutellingme

yourplans?Keyagogololaseloseophakela,ke

goneataboanthaloganyagakerekemotona

mogoene.

Hehungandtheysighedthoughtfullylookingat

oneanother...

Atthebush...

Meanwhilethewindblewthesmokeofthe

leavesandtheygotreddishalmostsparkinga

flameasRefahelplesslywatchedwithhis

handstiedtotheback,withthebranchholding

him stillhetriedtomovehistiedfeetbutitwas

impossible.

Thewindblewthesmokeandthedryleaves



finallycaughtflame,thecrackingsoundofthe

fireandthesmellofburningwoodairedthe

environmentastheflamegotbiggertravelling

alongthebranchesmakingitswaytohim...

Facingtheflameasallthehushsmokegotin

hisnosehefinallytookadeepbreathand

slowlyclosedhiseyes.AnimageofBambino

andNatashachasingoneanotheronthegreen

grassflashedandhesmiledasRabijoinedin

onthechasewithhisringonherfinger,heran

overandcaughtherfrom behindasthey

laughedinslowmotion.Heliftedherupandran

acrossthegrassasthekidschasedthem,he

drippedandtheyfelllaughingasthekids

jumpedontopofthem.Thekidsranoffand

Rabisatonhischestwithherarmsonhischest

kissinghim,hecoughedandcaughthisbreath

openinghiseyestoanoldmanwithamissing

tooth,realisinghehadbeengivenmouthto



mouthheleapedandrubbedhislipslooking

around,twoyoungmenwereputtingoutthefire

withsoilafewfeetfrom them...

Oldman:Areyouok?

Refa:Yes

Helookedathisbruisedarmsandtouchedhis

legs...

Oldman:Weuntiedyouandwecalledthe

policeandtheambulance

Oneoftheyoungmenlookedbackandpaused..

Youngman:Heisup



TheywalkedoverasRefarubbedhisbloody

nose..

Youngman:Areyouok?Justsitdown...We

calledthepolice,whathappened?

Refa:Idon'twantthepolice,canyouborrowme

thephone?

Youngman:(handedhim thephone)Here..

Refa:Thankyou...

Attherentedhouse...

MeanwhileShawnkissedOarabileasshe

moanedrunningherhandsoverhischest,her

phonerangandshereachedforitwhilehe

kissedherleavingkissesonherbumpgoing

downherpussy,heputherlegsoverhis

shouldersandtastedherasshepicked..



Oarabile:Hello?

Refa:(coughed)ComegetmekoSexaxeng,

Ronatookmyphoneandwallet,gakenamadia

taxigapegatwekwanogotabusanehetile.

Oarabile:(pushedShawn'sheadandclosedher

legs)Areyouok?

Refa:Ijustneedtogettomyfirstaidboxthen

I'llbefine,youcancomewithShawnijustwant

transport.Ronahasmycar,pleasehurry.The

peoplewhohelpedmecalledthepoliceandthe

ambulancebutidon'twanttoopenacase.If

theyfindmelikethistheywillmakethewhole

processdifficultandstartcallingitattempted

murder.

Oarabile:OK,I'llcallwhenI'm close.

Shehungupandgrabbedherdress..



Shawn:What'sgoingon?

Oarabile:Mycousinisinlabour,ihavetotake

hertothehospital.WillyouwatchBambino?

Shawn:Sure

Hegrabbedhiswalletandhandedhercash..

Shawn:Fuelthecar

Oarabile:Thanks...

Shedressedupandleft...

AtSexaxa...

Lateronanotheryoungmanpouredwaterwith



segoforRefatowashhisfaceashebentover

carefullywashinghisbrushedandswollenface.

Thecarlightsbrightenedthefireareaasshe

approached,shesteppedoutofthecarand

hurriedover.

Refathankfullyshookhandswitheveryone..

Refa:Kealebogabagolo..

Oldman:Tankingwanaka

Oarabile'smouthdroppedassheapproached

andlookedatRefa'sface,sheputherhands

overherfaceandtearfullystaredathim..

Oarabile:OhGod!



Refa:I'm fine...Let'sgo..

Sherubbedhertearsandgotinthepassenger

side,Refaleanedinandnoticedshewasalone

thenhegotbehindthewheelanddroveoutas

shetookoutwetwipesfrom herhandbagand

wipedhiselbow...

Oarabile:Whathappened?

Refa:Idon'tknowhowRonafoundoutabout

Chelsea,hetookmetothebushandbeatme

upthenhetiedmeandputabranchoverme

beforethrowingacigaretteoverandleaving.

Shetearfullycoveredhermouthastears

dropped...

Oarabile:Stopthecar...Thereissomethingi



havetotellyou...

Refa:What?

Oarabile:(crying)Pleasestop...

Hepulledoverasapolicecarandan

ambulancepassedbyinhighspeed.Helooked

atherasshedroppedatearandputherhands

togetherremorsefully..

Oarabile:Itoldhim,I'm theonewhotoldhim.I

didn’tknowhewoulddothis.I'm sorry

Hepulledheroverandhuggedherasshecried

onhisshoulder..

Refa:(softly)Youdidn'tdoanythingwrong,i

shouldbeapologising.Stopcrying...



Hekissedherneckastheyhuggedthenhe

slowlyleanedbackastheircheeksrubbed

againstoneanother,theylookedatone

another'slipsandswallowed.Refa'shand

slowlywentuphercheekasheslowlyleaned

over,theireyesslowlyclosedastheirhearts

pounded.Hisnoserubbedonhersashetilted

hisheadtokisshersoftlipsbutsheslowly

lookeddownandhiskisslandedonhercheek.

Oarabile:(softly)Ican't,I'm sorry

Refa:(swallowedbreathingheavily)It'sok,i

understand...

Heleanedbacksoftlyrubbedherhandlooking

atShawn'sringthenheturnedbacktothe

steeringwheelandstartedthecarbefore

joiningtheroad...



*

*

*
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AtRefa'sHouse...

LaterthatnightRefaparkedthecarandsighed

switchingofftheengine,heturnedandlooked

ather.Hehadforgottenhowmuchglow

pregnancygaveher,hesmiledandpinchedher

chubbychin.Shechuckledandshylylooked

away..

Refa:Youhaveinnocenteyes,onewouldnever

tellyoucanlockagrownmaninthewardrobe



for5days..

Theyburstintolaugherasshepushedhischest

whilehefixedhercollar..

Oarabile:(smiledshowinghim 4fingers)Itwas

4days...Ok..4kantelonaletsayakae5

Refa:(laughed)Itwas5nights4days...

Oarabile:(rolledhereyessmiling)Whatever

man.

MeanwhileinsidethehouseFelamovedthe

curtainsandpeakedoutsidestaringatthecar.

Fela:Yourbrotherishere,andheisflirtingwith

another'smanwife.



Rotlhehurriedoverandstoodnexttohim

lookingoutside,underthelittlelightofthecar

bulbRefaandOarabilesmiledatone.

Rotlhe:Can'tbelieveiwasworriedsickabout

someoneandheisfine

Fela:Sosheismakinghim asidenigga?

Rotlhe:That'swhathappenswhenyoubehave

likeastraydogfeedingindustbins,yourowner

chasesyouandbuysapitbull.Theoneshe

feedsandallyoucandoispickupbones

behindthehousewhenthepitbullisresting.

Fela:Remindmetoneverconfessafter

cheating,heissoblindedbyloveheacted

stupid.Whofeelsguiltytotheextentof

confessing?Wetalkedaboutthisatthemen's

conference,evenifyougetcaughtwithyour

dickinanotherwoman'smouthotataralahela

orenoitwasn'tme.



Rotlhe:(laughed)Eneojeleerrorrra..

Theyquietlywatchedthem chattingsittingin

thecarthenOarabileleanedoverhim..

Fela:Shit,ithinksheiskissinghim

Rotlhe:Iwishshewasn'tpregnantsohecan

knockherup,nohardfeelingsontheRwandan

guybutthisismysisterinlaw..(Oarabilewiped

hisforehead)Mxm shewaswipinghisforehead

Fela:Eish,whybasasunanehela..(theygotout

ofthecar)They'recoming!

Thebrothersclosedthecurtainsandtheireyes

fellonthedirtyplatestheyleftonthetable,

theirshoesonthecarpetandthefootball

magazinesandMen'sHealthmagazinesonthe

couches..



Rotlhe:OtilegorebolaahaRabiakabonaleswe

le

Theyslidaroundthehousepickingthingsup

andbumpedonhiseachatthekitchendooras

theyputtheplates.Rotlhefixedthecouchesas

FelahurriedtoRefa'sbedroom.Heputawayhis

clothesfrom thebedandthrewouttwobottles

ofbeerthroughthewindowbeforesprayabit

ofhiscologneandswitchingtheairconon.He

reachedfortheframephotoofRabiandthe

kidsthenheplaceditnicelyontheheadboard.

HetookadeepbreathandjoinedRotlheonthe

couchastheyinnocentlywatchedaloudaction

movieofblazinggunsandcarchase.

RefaopenthedoorandletOarabilewalkinthen

heclosedthedoor,



Oarabile:(uncomfortably)Dumelang..

TheBandabrothersturnedinnocentlyand

surprisedtoseeher,Rotlhestoodupand

respectfullyshookherhand..

Rotlhe:Hey

Oarabile:Hi

Felastoodupandshookherhand..

Fela:Hi

Oarabile:You'resogrownibileoditedu

Fela:(smiledtouchinghismustache)Ke

tshwarabana



Oarabile:(laughed)Ija

Theylaughedbuttheirsmilesdisappearedas

theylookedatRefa'scutsandbruises..

Rotlhe:Whathappened?

Refa:Ronaandihadafight

Fela:Wehavetotakeyoutothehospital

Refa:I'm fine,Rabiwilltakecareofit.

Rotlhe:Ohyeah,ofcourse.Nekelebetsegore

wehaveadoctorinthehouse

Oarabile:(laughedshyly)I'm notaqualified

doctor,I'm medicalstudent.

Fela:Andshedoesn'twanttobrag,socool

Oarabile:(turnedtoRefablushing)Controlyour

brothers



TheylaughedasRotlhewalkedtothekitchen

andbackwithatray,insidealongglassofjuice

andwellarrangedchoiceassortedbiscuits.

Rotlhe:Hereisadrink..

Refatookitfrom him asOarabilepickedone

andtookabite.

Oarabile:ThankyouRotlhe

Rotlhe:You'rewelcome

Felagrabbedtheremoteandswitchedoffthe

TV..

Fela:(walkingtotheirbedroom)Rotlhedidyou

comewithyourlaptop?



Refa:It'sok,reyakorumungyoucanwatchthe

TV

HeswitchedtheTVbackonthenRefaled

Oarabiletothebedholdingatraywiththeother

handbehindherback.

***

Inthebedroom Refaplacedthetraynexttothe

framedphotoandstoodbypointingtheremote

attheaircon..

Refa:Ihopethetemperatureisok,I'm sure

you'reusedtomuchcoolertemperatures

Oarabile:(laughed)It'sfine

Refa:Doyoumindifitakeashower?I'm dirty



Oarabile:It'sfine,takeyourtime

Themoviesoundgottheceilingvibratingthen

Refastuckhisheadoutthebedroom door

lookingatthem..

Refa:(tiltedhishead)Guys,comeon...(they

muted)wearenotalone

Oarabile:(blushedandsmiled)Therraba

lese...I'm fine,letthem enjoytheirmovie...

Fela:(layingonhisbackbythecouch)Thank

yousisterinlaw

Refa:(laughed)GatweSisterinlaw,malope!

Theylaughedthenhegotbackinsideandtook

offhisclothesstandingbythewardrobe,he

droppedthem inthebasketandgrabbedthe

towelassheglancedathim.Nothingsweeter



thanseeingablackmaninblackboxerbriefs

andseeinghowhispackagepushesdownthat

frontsectionstretchingitdown,niggawasn't

hardbutdamnitwasjustbeautifulwatchinghis

wholebodyashewalkedaroundinhis

underwear,thankGodUKwasfarnowshewas

suretheisthemainreasonshehadbeenso

strong....justwatchinghisbackhadherimagine

thatbackgoingupanddownthewayitdidthe

nighthefilledherupwithhisseedandlefthis

soninsideher...Mmh...Yeahneh.

Refa:Keetaautw

Oarabile:Ok..

Heclosedthebedroom doorandgotinthe

shower.Shequicklyputherglassdownand

smiledsearchinghisthingsforthetraceofa

womanbutshefoundnothing,shesatdownas



hewalkedinwipinghimselfandsatonthebed.

Refa:IhopeI'llsleeptonight,ihaveaserious

headache

Oarabile:Firstaidboxekae?

Hebroughtthefirstaidboxandsatonthebed

inhissweatpantsasRabistoodinfrontofhim

treatinghiscuts.Hetookadeepbreath

touchingherbump...

Refa:Ifeelembarrassedthatiwishitwasmine..

Oarabile:(sighedsadlyasshetreatedhis

foreheadcut)Don'tweallhavethingswewish

forbutareembarrassedtoadmit?

Refa:Whatdoyouwishfor?

Oarabile:Iwishi...(sighed)Nevermind



Refa:Pleasetellme..

Shesatonhercellphoneandaccidentallydialed

Shawnasshesearchedforsomethinginthe

firstaidbox..

Refa:Ican'tseem toforgetyou,todayisawus

togetherwithourkidsanditwasreallybeautiful,

itwasjustthe4ofus.Can'tyoufinditinyour

hearttoforgivemeandgivemeonelast

chance.

Oarabile:Iwantto...Iloveyoutobehonestbut

Ican'triskgettingheartbrokenagain.

Refastoppedherandshesatdownholdinga

bottleofsurgicalspirit.Hemovedcloserand

heldherhandslookinginhereyes.



Refa:5yearswithoutawoman,5yearsgaa

enoughgoreobonegoreihavelearnttocontrol

myself?

AtKaene'sHouse...

MeanwhileKaene'sphonevibratedonthe

headboardandheyawnedpickingitup..

Kaene:Hello?

Shawn:Heyman,sorrytowakeyouup.Doyou

knowatRefa'sHouse?

Kaene:Yes,what'swrong?

Shawn:Ineedtoseehim,canyoutakeme

therewithyourcar?

Kaene:No,manwhat'sgoingon?Don'ttellme

halfstories



Shawn:You'retheonlypersonwhocanhelpme

rightnowandI'm runningoutoftime,please...

(shakyvoice)I'm beggingyou,justhelpmeout

Kaene:Ok,ican'tbelieveI'm doingthis.

Shawn:Thankyou,iappreciateit.Pleasehurry,

hehasher

Kaene:Rabi?

Shawn:Yes,hurry.

Kaene:Holyshitwhatdidigetmyselfinto,

you'renotgoingtofightright?

Shawn:No

Kaene:Shit,eishI'm coming

Hehuntupandgrabbedhist-shirtwiththecar

keys...

AtRona'sHouse...



LateronOarabilesmiledclosingthefirstaid

boxasRefareachedfortheboxinthewardrobe

thenhehandedittoher,shesmiledlookingat

thesmallringcaseandopenedit,an

engagementringglitteredinsideasshelooked

athim..

Refa:Iwasgoingtoproposeattheparty...Ihad

itwithmeattheairport.

Oarabile:I'm sorry,youmusthavebeenreally

disappointed

Refa:Yeah...Letseehowitlooks

Hesatontheedgeofthebedandtookoff

Shawn'sringthenheputhis,shespreadher

fingerslookinatherhandthentheylaughed..



Refa:HiMrsBanda,mayipleasefillupyour

drink?

Oarabile:Yesplease

Hewenttothekitchenandcamebackwith

moredrinks.

***

MeanwhileKaeneparkedatthegate,Shawn

pickedBambinoandsteppedout..

Shawn:Thanks,ourcarisoverthere.I'lldrive

backhome.

Kaene:Sure,itrustyounottofightShawn.I

riskedbringingyouhere

Shawn:Don'tworry



HewalkedtothedoorwithBambinoonhis

shoulderandknocked,Rotlheopenedthedoor

andfrowned..

Rotlhe:Yeh

Shawn:CaniseeRabi?

Rotlhe:Sheisnothere

Shawn:Iknowsheisinside

Fela:(walkedover)Whoisit?(lookedatShawn)

Oh...

Shawn:CanipleasetalktoRabi

Fela:Sheisnothere

Shawn:(pointedattherentalcar)Thisismy

car,itsinmyname.

Fela:Canihavemynephewplease,wedon't

knowwhatyou'retalkingabout



FelatookBambinofrom him andtheyclosed

thedooronhisface,heknockedagainthen

Rotlhesteppedoutandfacedhim..

Rotlhe:Youneedtoleave,I'm losingmy

patience

Felasteppedoutandpushedhim back..

Fela:It'stimeforyoutoleave.Wedone

negotiatingwithyou.Rabiisnothere.

Shawn:Thecarishere,iknowyourbrotherhas

herinthere

Rotlhe:Sheisnothere,leave.

Felapushedhim againandhestaggeredback



asRotlhegrabbedFela..

Rotlhe:Don'tpushhim,heisgoing.

Shawn:Fine,I'llcallher

Shawntookouthisphoneanddialedherbut

Felasnatchedhisphoneandhungupthenhe

sliditinhispocket.

Fela:Timetogo,chopchop..

Shawnpushedthroughandbangedonthedoor

asFelapushedhim back..

Shawn:(shouted)Rabi?Rabi?



MeanwhileinsideOarabilepausedsippingand

listened,Shawncalledagainandsheputthe

glassdownrubbingherlips..

Oarabile:IsthatShawn?

Refa:Fuck!Doesheknowmyhouse?

Oarabilepickedherphoneandrushedoutas

Refafollowedher,Bambinogotupfrom the

couchrubbinghissleepyastheguysargued

outside.

RefaopenedthedoorandfrownedatFela..

Refa:(angrily)Heelawenawatsenwa!

FelasteppedbackthenShawnapproached



OarabileasRefapickedhisson,stillshirtless

him andShawnlookedatoneanotherthen

Shawnhuggedher..

Shawn:Hey,canwegohome..

Oarabile:(lookingdown)Ok

HehandedBambino'stoytoRefaandputhis

arm behindOarabileastheyapproachedthe

car..

Shawn:(breathingheavily)Ican'tdrive,you

drive

Shegotbehindthewheelandhegotinthe

passengerseat,hetookadeepbreathand

restedhisfaceonhispalmsasOarabiledrove

thecar..



Oarabile:I'm sorry..

Shawn:(swallowed)It'sfine,it'sOK...(lookedat

her)Nothinghappenedright?

Oarabile:Nothinghappened.

Shawn:Ok...

Hegroanedfrustratedbrushinghishairback

andleanedoverashisheartpounded.Heput

hishandsoverhisfaceagainandbreathedin

andouttryingnottogethurt..

*
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AtRefa'sHouse...



Refaclosedthedoorandturnedbackfacinghis

brothersperplexed....

Refa:Whatthefuckwasthat?That'sherfiancé!!

Theyjuststaredathim asheangrilylookedat

them.

Refa:I'm talkingtoyou!Whatthefuckwereyou

doing?Ihavehiswomaninthehouseandyou

harasshim,doyouhaveanyideawhatyouhave

justdone?Youjustmadeitlooklikesheis

havinganaffair.Youdon'tevenknowwhatkind

ofamanMuhammadis,whatifheisgoingto

beatherfortheshityoujustdid?

Rotlhe:(pointed)Hedidtheharassing,iwas

actuallytryingtopullhim backbutthernyou

can'tblameus,wewantherbackhere.It'swin



orlose,ifhebeatshersheisgone,Rabidon't

playlikethat.Sheleftyouforcheatingshesure

ashellnotgonnastandforabuse.Itrusther

crazyself.ShecanevenlockthatMuhammad

guyinthewardrobe.

Refa:I'm gladyoufindanyoftheseamazing...

Hewalkedintothebedroom andclosedthe

doorthenheputBambinodownandpickedthe

ringcasetogetherwithShawn'sringandputit

backintheboxbeforethrowingitinthe

wardrobe.Hepeeledtheblanketandlaidhis

boythenhegotinbedandlaiddown...

Bambino:Whathappenedtoyourface?

Refa:(sighed)IhadalittleaccidentbutI'm fine.

Bambino:Ok,



Heswitchedthebedlampoff...

Attherentalhouse...

OarabileslowlysatonthebedasShawnslowly

closedthedoorlookingather,hesquattedin

frontofherandputhishandsoneachofher

thighsstilllookingather.

Shawn:(softly)Givemeyourphone..

Shehandedthephonethenheswipedupand

wenttohermessages,shehadeveryone's

messagesexceptRefa'smessage.Hetapped

onhiscontactandfoundnohistory..

Shawn:What'sthepointofremovingyour



passwordsifyou'regoingtodeleteyour

conversationswiththisguy?Youmightaswell

putitbackonsoyoucanfreelyuseyourphone.

Iwasjustaskingyouwhyyoucan'ttakedown

yoursecuritybecauseiwantedtransparency.

Oarabile:Ihaven'ttalkedtohim inawhile

Shawn:Andyoushouldbehonest,lyingdoesn't

suityou.

Shawncheckedthecallregisterandlooked

backather.Lostofwordshegotupandsaton

theedgeofthebedrubbinghisfaceasthey

silentlysatthere.Oarabilerubbedherhands

togethersighed...

Shawn:(turnedlookingather)Rabiwhydon't

youleaveme?Clearlyyoulovethisguy.You

keepsayingyoudon'twanthim butyouactthe

opposite,honestlylet'sjustdiscussthis.There



areplentyofgirlsicanmarryinRwandaand

trustmewegotbeautifulfaithfulgirlsathome

whoareraisedtohavefamilies,it'snotthati

don'thaveachoice,icanalsomarryagirlinUK

ifiwant...I'm withyoubecauseIloveyouandif

youdon'tlovemeiwillunderstand,iwon't

troubleyou.I'm notafraidofrejection,I'm a

manandihavebeenrejectedbywomenbefore

butwhatiwillnottolerateisyougivingmefalse

hopeanddraggingmydaughterintothis.The

babyyou'recarryingistheonlyfamilyihave.I

am tryingtorebuildmybloodlineandwakemy

familylegacybecauseI'm ShawnMuhammed

Jr,I'm theonlyoneleft.Itoldyouallthis,you

toldmeyoubeenhurtandithoughtwewere

perfect,ifyouwantthischeatingguywhynot

setmefree?Howdoyoulookatmeandlie

aboutacousininlabourknowingyou'regoing

toseehim?

Oarabile:Ididn'tthinkyou'dagreetohelphim if



itoldyouthetruth,him andhisbrotherfought

soheneededmyhelp.

Shawn:Butbabeyouweren'tevenhelpinghim!

youwerejustchillingandchattingsoftly,

laughingandgigglingwhilehisbrotherswere

onguard.Theytookmyphonedoyouknowthat?

Thatlittleonewasactinglikealunatic

Oarabile:Wewillgetittomorrow

Shawn:DidRefakissyou?

Oarabile:No,nothinghappened

Shawn:Idon'tunderstandyouanymore,idon't

knowwhatyouwant.Idon'thavethepaitience

forthisnonsense.

Hestoodupandwalkedtothewardrobethen

hedroppedtheirbagonthebedandshovedhis

clothesinside.



Shawn:I'm goingbacktoUK,I'm notgoingto

betreatedlikeafoolinaforeigncountry,I'm

herebecauseiloveyounothingmore.Thislittle

countryhasnothingtoofferme,Rwandais

muchbetterthanthisbutI'm notevenworking

theresobelievemewhenisayI'm never

comingbackhereagain.Igetthefeelingpeople

lookdownonmehereandIdon'tthinkthey

knowweliveamuchbetterlifethanthis

Rwanda,idon'tevenknowtheprideisallabout

becauseBotswanaisjustpoorcountryfullof

unemployedpeoplelivinginmudhouses.Icam

hereforlovenothingelse,nowyou'rejust

frustratingmebymakingmebabysityourson

whileyou'regettingcosywiththefather.You

gavemeawrongimpressionaboutBotswana,

youtoldmeI'dbewelcomedandI'llbehappy

likeyouwereinKigali.(touchedhisheart

lookingather)Babeimadesureyouenjoyed

Kigali,imadeitmyresponsibilitybutyou're

leavingmealoneeverychanceyouget.It'snot



worthit,I'm reallynotdesperateenoughtolive

underthisconditions.

Oarabile:Whataboutthebride'sprice?

Shawn:I'm notdoingthatanymorebecausei

don'twanttobeinBotswana.Wewillget

marriedinUKwithourfriendsasourwitnesses

ornothing,I'm notdoingthetraditionalthing.I

camehereoutofrespectforourAfricanculture

becausewealsopaythisbackathomebut

thenI'm notgettingtreatedproperlysoihaveto

gobacktoUK.You'renotbeingfair,thisisn't

thetreatmentyougotinKigaliunlessI'm

mistaken,didyougetmistreatedbymyfamily

offriends?

Oarabile:No,ihadfuninKigaliShawnple-

Shawn:Youdidn'tpickmeatanex'shouse,did

you?,honestlybabewhatareyoudoingtome?

Shestoodupandgrabbedhishandashe



packedthebag,hepausedandlookedather

defeated...

Oarabile:I'm sorrythatimadeyourstayin

Botswanahorrible,itwon'thappenagain.

Honestlythosetwobrothersdon'trepresentthe

wholecountry,you'renotbeingfair.They'rejust

crazyboys.Iadmitthatiliedaboutthelabour

thingandyesihavebeencommunicatingwith

Refaforawhilebutitwasinnocentonmyside.

Allowmetochangeandcorrectmyself...

Shawn:No,I'm notstaying,I'm leavingwithor

withoutyouandifyoudon'tcomewithmenow

wearedone.Yououghttorespectme,idon't

wantthistypesofrelationshipswhereihaveto

beatyouforyoutorespectmebecauseihave

neverraisedmyhandatawomanbeforeandi

willneverdothat,Iwantawomanwhowilllove

andrespectme.I'm reallynotdesperate

enoughtobabysitforyouwhileyougogetcosy



withyourbabydaddy.Ijustwanttohavea

familywithyou,isthattoomuchtoaskfor?

Clearlyican'thavearelationshipwithyour

daughterbutitwasgoinggoodwithBambino,

I'm justdisappointedinyou.Thosebrothers

disrespectedanditsallbecauseofyou.I

wouldn'thavegonethereinthefirstplaceifit

wasn'tforyourlies.I'm goingbacktoUKwithor

withoutyou,areyoucomingornot?

Oarabile:I'm sorry,you'rerightweshould

leave...It'snotworthit.Wewillleave.

Shawn:Areyousure?

Oarabile:(tearfullynodded)Yes,stayinghereis

notworthitifI'm goingtoloseamanthatloves

andrespectsme.IloveyouandI'm sorryigot

distracted.HonestlyRefaistheonlyexihave

andwehavekidstogethersosometimesitgets

hardtokindofdrawthelinebutI'm notmaking

excuses,I'llnotlethim disrespectyouandI'll

definitelyrespectyou.



Shawn:It'sok,don'tstressthebaby...(grabbed

herwrist)Comehere,I'm sorryforbeinghush

Hehuggedherandsheburstintotearscrying

hugginghim tightly...

Oarabile:I'm sorry

Shawn:whataboutthekids?

Oarabile:Hesaidhewillsignwhateveriwanted

Shawn:AndNatasha?

Oarabile:Sheiscoming

Shawn:Thenwehavetobudgetforherextra

curricularactivitiessoshecanhaveafriend

fasterandadoptotherwiseyou'regoingtokeep

beatingherupandshewillbemorestubborn.

Whenyou'redealingwithakidthathasanger

issuesyoucalm down.Andididn'tlikethatslap

yougaveherontheface,seemedabusiveto



me,ipreferputtingkidsontimeoutor

somethingthatisn'tphysical.

Oarabile:Ok,shewasjustannoyingmebuti

understand.

Shawn:Alright,tomorrowwewillprocesstheir

documentsandleave.

Oarabile:Ok..

Hesteppedoverandtouchedbothofher

cheekslookinginhereyesthenhekissedher...

Shawn:(softly)Iloveyou...

Oarabile:Iloveyoutoo

Theyhuggedandhesoftlykissedherwhilethey

laidonthebedkissing,herhandcaughthis

attentionandhefrownedlookingatherring...



Oarabile:OhGod,hewasfittingmehisring

whenyouknockedand-

Shawn:Takeitoff,now

Shetookitoffandhandedittohim...

Atthebushes...

ThenextmorningRonawalkedacrossthe

busheswithabottleofwater,from adistance

hecouldtelltherewasafirethathadeven

spreadtothegrass.Hedroppedhisbottleand

rantothetreeshoutingRefa'sname...

Rona:(heartpounding)REFA?REFA?



Heranaroundthetreeandfoundnothing,two

womenwalkedbyontheirwaytotheriver

holdingtwobuckets...

Woman:Istheresomethingwrong?

Rona:whathappenedhere?

Woman:Idon'tknowbutiheardamandied

hereyesterday,weheardambulancesand

policecarswilling.

Rona:What?Areyousure?

Woman:That’swhatIheardfrom thewoman

nextdoor

Rona:Thankyou...

Herantothecardialinghisfather...

Banda:Hello?



Rona:IhadafightwithRefaandChelsea,one

thingledtoanotheranditiedhim tothetree...I

rememberthrowingacigaretteandithinkit

ignitedthefirewhichburnedhim.Peopleare

sayinghisbodywastakenbytheambulance

yesterday..

Banda:Youdidwhat?

Rona:(swallowed)Ididn'tthinkitwouldgothat

far...Ithought...

Banda:Whereareyou?

Rona:I'm onmywaytothepolicestation,kea

goithipota..

Banda:I'llfindyouthere,ican'tbelieveyouyou

killedyourbrothergasegoreheisatthe

hospitalrecovering?

Rona:I'llhearfrom thepolice...

Hehungupanddrovetothepolicestationas



hisheartpounded....

AtRefa'sHouse...

OnthesameShawnknockedonthedoor,

Bambinoopenedthedoorholdingaglassof

milkandbread...

Bambino:Hello

Shawn:HiBee,whereisyourdad?

Bambino:I'llcallhim.

ShawnwaitedatthedoorasBambinocame

backwithhisfather,Refasteppedoutand

closedthedoorlookingatMuhammedthen

Oarabilegotoutofthecarandapproached

them.



Refa:Goodmorning

Shawn:(handedhim thering)Ithinkthis

belongstoyou..

RefalookedattheringandOarabile...

Oarabile:I'm goingbacktoUK,ineedyouto

signtheirpapers.

Refa:(swallowed)Ithoughtyouhadafew

weeks

Oarabile:Therehasbeenchangeofplans,we

don'tneedthetraditionalthingywewilljustget

marriedinUK.Ihavealreadybookedtheflight

tickets,willyousignthepapers?

Refalookedinhereyesandsighedscratching



hisbeard.

*

*

*

*
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AtAuntDoris'sHouse...

LaterthatdayChelseapassedbyasauntDoris

leanedoverandhandedShawnaplateoffood

thenshesatdown...

Shawn:Thankyou

AuntDoris:You'rewelcome,iheardyouwantto



leave

Shawn:Yesma'am

AuntDoris:Itisveryimportantformarriageto

starttraditionally,webelieveitmakesitaneasy

rideifparentshavecometogethertodiscuss

thisandhelpyouwalkintomarriageproperly.

Shawn:Iam anAfrican,iknowthatauntiebut

I'm nothappyhere.Rabichangedsincewegot

here.WewerejustfineinUK,wehavebeen

togetherforyears.Shewenttomyhome

countryandthingsweregoodbutI'm here...

Thingsaren'tok,herexboyfriendistooinvolved

inourrelationship.Ijustdon'twanttobe

aroundsuchastressfulenvironment.Iwantour

parentstodoitinourabsence,maybewhenwe

comeagainasmanandwifethingswillbe

better.

AuntDoris:Iunderstandhowyoufeel,I'm sorry

youhadsuchabadexperiencehere.Ihope



whenyoucomebackyou'llseethatitwasjust

oneincident.Williseemyothergranddaughter?

Shawn:(smiled)Ofcourse,I'llsendthemoney

andyoucanvisitus,(laughed)Natashaseems

likealotofwork,wewilldefinitelyneedavisit

from you,ijustwanttogetawayfrom theex

andhisbrothers.Icansaveenoughmoneyto

transportyouandperhaps1familymemberso

youcanattendourwedding.IknowI'm making

thisdecisionbasedonhowifeelratherthanthe

rightthingsomaybethingswillchangewheni

getabreatherbutfornowijustneedtoget

awayfrom theseguys.

AuntDoris:(smiled)Iunderstandmyboy,

you'reJustified..

Chelseapassedbyagainandwalkedinthe

bedroom whereRabiwaspackingthechildren's

bags.



Shestoodbythedoorandfoldedherarms

lookingather...

Chelsea:IknowwhatididwaswrongandI'm

sorry.Ireallyhavenoreasontoapologisenow

becauseilosteverything,ihavejusthadtimeto

thinkaboutwhatimadeyougothroughandi

feelguiltyfordoingallthattoyou.However,i

wantyoutothinkaboutwhatdifferenceit

wouldhavemadebetweenyouandRefaifit

wassomeoneyoudidn'tknow.Wouldthathave

beenok?Ifnotthenyouknowhewasstillgoing

tocheatsoonorlater,withorwithoutarelative.

Icouldn'thelpbutnoticehowgoodShawnis.

Heiscalm andreasonable,ifyoulethim gojust

becauseyouhaveunresolvedfeelingswithRefa

youmightwakeuponedayandrealiseyoulost

them both.Clearlyyoucan'tbewithRefa

becauseyoucan'tforgivehim forwhathedid



nowyouwanttodestroywhatyouhavewith

Shawn.I'm sayingthisbecauseit'sexactlywhat

ididwithRonaandRefa,ikeptthinkingmaybe

mysondeservedaproperfamily,thisthought

destroyedmyrelationshipwithRona.Heisnow

arichmanbutican'tevenspendathebeofhis

money.Don'tdothesame,don'tloseagood

manwhilestaringatthe"whatif"guy...just

thoughtimightsaythis.

ShewalkedoutasRabithoughtfullypaused

holdingthechildren'sbag...

AtMaAkwana'sHouse...

MeanwhileOdirileparkedatthegate,Akwana

steppedoutandpickedherhandbag.



Akwana:I'llcallyoulayerofthe

Odirile:Alrightbye

ShereversedanddroveoffasMmaagwe

Akwanasteppedoutofthehouseandputher

handoverherforeheadgrinningasthesun

blindedher.ShelookedatOdirile'scarand

sighedwithalittlesmile...

Akwanahuggedherholdingaplasticandshe

gottheplastic...

Akwana:Imissedyou

MmaagweAkwana:(lookinginsidetheplastic)I

missedyoutoo,youlooksofatihopethatman

didn'timpregnateyou

Akwana:(laughed)Hewouldn't,canbathand

comewithme?Iwanttobuysomethingforyou



beforetheshopsclose.

MmaagweAkwana:ThankGod,Weshouldgo

toChoice,iliketheirfood.

Akwana:(laughed)It'snotfood,gapeakerei

broughtyouhotwings...Checkinside

MmaagweAkwana:Golomokedikokwanake

phuragabedihelaabekesalakephaphaletse...

Akwanalaughedandshookherheaddialing

Boago..

Boago:Hello?

Akwana:Okae?

Boago:I'm onmywaytoafriend'shouse

Akwana:Guyfriend?

Boago:(laughed)Somethinglikethat

Akwana:Akoomodumelethemma,ican't



standseeingyousingleanymore.

Boago:I'm justtooscaredtofallinlove,ikeep

thinkingififallinlovethatmanwillhurtmelike

ihurtMasego.

Akwana:Masego-Masego-ohhhMasego,Jesus

whycan'tyoujustforgiveyourselfandmoveon?

Youmadethatmistakedonkeyyearsago.Move

on..

Boago:I'lltry..

Akwana:Hopeyou'llfinishearlierbecausei

wantustogotoahardwarestore,itookaloan

toextendmama'shouseandconnectelectricity,

sheistheonlyoneinourneighbourhoodwho

staysinaoneroom withoutelectricity.

Boago:Ifiwasn'tjobhunting,I'dchipin

Akwana:Don'tworry,iknowyou'restill

searchingforajob.It'sok

Boago:Bye



ShehungupanddialedOarabile,herheart

skippedwithguiltasthephonerang,shetooka

deepbreathandexhaled..

Oarabile:Hello?

Akwana:Heycousie

Oarabile:Hi

Akwana:Iwasjustcheckingonyou,imissyou

Oarabile:Oh,ok,howareyou?

Akwana:I'm fine.

Oarabile:Ok

Akwana:Canicomeseethekids?Imissthem.

Oarabile:Ok,I'm atAuntDoris'sHouse.Bye

Shehungupandsighedatthejustended



awkwardconversation...

Atthepolicestation...

Refa'sphonerangashewalkedoutofthe

policestation...

Refa:Hello?

Rotlhe:Youlockedmeout,sparekeysekae?

Refa:Behindthehouseunderthebrick.

Rotlhe:Soyoudidtheaffidavit?

Refa:Yeah

Rotlhe:You'reseriouslylettingRabitakeyour

kidsthatfar?

Refa:Shehasbeenstayingawayfrom them for

5yearsit'sonlyfairthatshetakesthem thelast

threeyears.



Rotlhe:WhatifthatMuhammadguyilltreats

them?

Refa:ItrustRabitotakecareofit,sheisnot

thereasacharitycase,shehasherownmoney

andI'm sureshewillthinkofsomething.She

probablythoughtmygirlfriendswouldabuse

thechildrentoobutsheneversaidittomyface,

itwouldbeunfairformetoaccuseShawnof

childabusewhenhehasn'tgivenmeareason

to,besidesifRabicanleavemeforcheating

shesurecanleavehim forabusingherchildren

right?

Rotlhe:Iguessso,iknowyouhurtherbutiwish

youtwocouldjustgetbacktogether.Idon't

eventhinksheloveshim,idon'tthinkyou'llever

loveanyoneaswell.

Refa:(sighed)ButI'm slowlylosinghope,ibeen

chasingherfor5years.Sheispregnantand

engaged.Itdoesn'tgetclearerthanthat.Nowi

kindofunderstandwhymostcouplesgetback



togetherthoughtheycanseethey'renotgood

foreachother.ThetruthisevenifRabitakes

mebacknowidon'tthinkicanfullylove

Muhammed'schildlikeiloveNatasha,itwill

justbeawkwardforme.Kooregakelebellahela

sentethechancesofusactuallybeinghappy

areslim.Idon'tblameRabifornotwantingme...

Rotlhe:(sighed)Yoneethata

Refa:Ican'tbelieveireallylosther,tothisdatei

can'tbelieveMuhammadomoimisitsesofast..

Uh

Rotlhe:You'llbefine,letitgo..Maybeweare

puttingyouunderpressurebecausewearenot

inthesituation.Don'tlistentous

Refa:Noit'sfine

HegotinthecarandfrownedlookingatRona

ashesteppedoutandpacedinthepolice

station.



Refa:I'llcallyou...

Hehungupandsteppedout..

Refa:(shouted)Rona?Ron?Ronny?

Ronaturnedbackstillshakenanddroppedhis

mouthlookingatRefa.Heranbackandhugged

RefapantingasRefafrownedconfused...

Rona:Fuck!AreyouOK?

Hecheckedhishandsandlegsthenheturned

him aroundandhuggedhim again...



Rona:Ididn'tmeantostartthefire,itwasnot

partoftheplan.

Refa:Am ifired?

Rona:Whatdoyoumeanfired?Wearethe

ownersofthecompany

Refa:Ijustwantedtoknowsothaticanstart

jobhuntingwhileIstillhavetime.Ihavekidsto

support.Thankyoufornotfiringme.Seeyouat

work.

HegotinthecarandRonaleanedover..

Rona:Listen,I'm sorry-

Refa:Ronayoudon'thavetoexplainyourself,

youknewwhatyouweredoingandyoudidit,i

hopeitwasworthit.Ijustwanttoworkand

makemoneyifthat'sok.Idon'treallyneed

anythingelse,everyoneinmylifeseemstobe



hatingmeforonemistakeimade5yearsago.I

can'tmakeyoupeoplemoveonorloveme.I

madeamistakeanditcostmemybrother,my

wifetobeandallthreeofmychildren.Ilostmy

familybecauseofonemistake,ihavenothing

andihavenoone.Ijustwanttostartoveragain

andseeificanmaketherightdecisionthis

timearound.

Rona:Youhaven'tlostme-

Refa:Maybeyoulostme,ican'ttrustyouwith

mylifeanymore.Youtriedtokillmeknowing

exactlywhathappened...Butitsallright.I'm

good.Ijustwanttostartover...Ican'tchange

whatididwithChelsea,ican'tunbreakRabi's

heart,ican'thaveyourtrustbackandicertainly

can'tkeepanyofmykids.Idon'thavethat

powerbecauseyouallkeepusingmymistake

againstme.Idon'tknowhowChelseafeels

aboutmebutI'm suresheblamesmefor

somethingtoo...



Tearsfilledhiseyesandheshookhishead...

Refa:Doihavetosuffertherestofmylife

becauseihada3secondssexofwhichididn’t

evenreachclimax?I'm notlookingforpityandi

knoweveryoneblamesmebutI'm hurttoo.I

guessijustneedonepersonwhowill

understandwhoRefais...That'sall.Ijustwant

afreshstart.Ihopethiswon'taffectthe

company

Rona:(sadly)Whywouldit?Thecompanyhas

nothingtodowiththis.AndRefaiknowyou...

Refastaredathim astearsfilledhiseyesthen

heslowlyshookhishead...

Refa:(softly)Noyoudon't,seeyouatwork.



HegotintoKaene'scaranddroveoff,minutes

laterhestoppedatthetrafficlights,an

unfamiliarwalletcaughthisattentionandhe

openedit.HefrownedatShawn'scardsand

dialedKaene...

Kaene:Hello?

Refa:WhatareShawn'sthingsdoinginyourcar?

Kaene:Um...Aboutthat...Hekindofaskedme

todrophim offatyourhouselastnight.

Kaene:Whydidn'tyoucallme?youknewihad

Rabiinthere

Kaene:Hepromisedmehewasn'ttheretofight

andibelievehim becauseicanreadpeople,

you'reallhatingShawnbecauseyouwantRabi

hasanyonestoppedforaminuteand

understoodthisguyssituation.Wedon'thave



toallhatehim.

Refa:KaenewhohatesShawn?Idon'tfucking

hateShawn,ihaveheldreasonable

conversationswiththisguyandihavenever

hadanargumentwithhim.Justbecauseiwish

ihadwhathehasdoesn'tmeanihatehim but

whatihateisasnitchlikeyou,you'reapieceof

shitandyou'renotaloyalfriend.Howdoyou

takeaguytomyhouseknowingihavehis

womaninthere?Thingscouldhavegoneworse

thantheydid,hecouldhaveburnedusinthe

house,hehadourson,somanythingscould

havegonecompletelywrong.

Kaene:IunderstandI'm wrong,iknowiwas

wrong-

Refa:Fuckyou.You'reapieceofshit.Nxla

HehungupanddialedOarabile'snumber....



Oarabile:Hello?

Refa:Canispendthenightwiththekids?I'll

bringthem totheairporttomorrow.

Oarabile:Didyoufinishthesigningthing?

Refa:Yes,ijustwanttoseethem forthelast

time.

Oarabile:Ok

Hehungupandcontinueddriving...

AttheMaunInternationalAirport...

ThefollowingdayRefawalkedincarrying

BambinoandholdingNatasha'shandasthey

approachedRabiandherfiancé..

Natasha'seyesfilledwithtearsassheslowed



downholdingherteddybear..

Natasha:Daddyidon'twanttogo,iwantto

staywithyouandgranny.

Refa:Natashawetalkedaboutthisontheway,

youpromisedmeyouwon'tcryorcausea

scene.

Natasha:(tearfully)Butmyheartissad...

Refablinkedacoupleoftimesgettingridofthe

tearsinhiseyes,hetookdownthebagstrapon

hisshoulderandhandedittoShawnwhoputit

down.RefaputdownBambinoandsquattedin

frontofthem lookingatthem withasmile...

Refa:Bambinoiloveyouok?Andican'twaitfor

youtotellmeaboutthebeach,aboutmama's

Houseandwhatyouate.



Bambino:Willyouvisitus?

OarabileandShawnlookedatoneanotheras

RefasmiledagainfixingBambino'st-shirt.

Refa:You'llvisitme

Bambino:Ok..

Refa:Beagoodboyok..

HeturnedtoNatashawhosetearsmetand

droppedatherchin...

Refa:Thankyouforpromisingmeyouwon'tcry,

iknowyoulovemeandyouwon'tdisappoint

me.Iknowyouwanttocrybutbecauseyou

lovemeyouwon't..I'm goingtomissyouso

much...



NatashawipedhertearslookingatRefaashe

alsorubbedhercheeksandstoodupliftingher,

shedroppedherheadonhim cryingsilently

Refasighedandrubbedherbeforeputtingher

down...

Refa:Iloveyouandiknowyouwon'ttrouble

mamabecauseauntieanddaddytaughtyou

better.IfyoudobaditmeansI'm abadfather,

am iabadfather?

Natasha:(tearfully)No

Hewipedhertearsandhuggedheronelast

timebeforerubbingBambino'sheadandfacing

Oarabile...

Refa:Takecareofthem,they'reallihave.



Oarabile:Ok

HeandShawnshookhands...

Shawn:Wewillkeepintouch.

Refa:Thankyou,...(sighed)Andcongratulations

Shawn:On?

Refa:Youhavejustreplacedme,you'rethelast

manstanding.

Shawn:Iknow,you'llfindsomeoneyou'll

respect.Itcomesnaturallywhenyoufoundthe

one.

Oarabile:(softly)Shawwwwn..

RefaturnedandwalkedawayasRabihugged

Natashawhileshecried,Shawnpicked

Bambinoandwalkedtowardstheviewglass



showinghim theplanes.

Refaturnedbeforewalkingoutthedoorand

lookedattheirfamily,ittriggeredhisbrother's

wordsaboutRabicollectingherchildrenand

findingajoboverseasnevertoreturnbackto

Africaagain.Hesighedwalkingoutofthe

buildingandputonacapheadingtotheoffice...

TWOMONTHSLATER.....

*

*

*

*

*
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InUK...

ShawnwalkedinthroughthedoorasBambino

shotthetoyguntowardsthedoor,ithithim on

thejacketandhechasedhim aroundthehouse

tothekitchencounterwherehecaughthim

from behindashegiggled.

Shawn:Gotcha!

Bambino:(shoutedlaughing)I'm sorry



Theylaughedasheplacedhisbagonthe

counter.

Shawn:Whereismom?

Bambino:Atschool

Thebabysitterwalkeddownthestairstucking

herhairbehindherearandfoldedherheadsets

asShawnplayfullyturnedBambinoupside

down...

Babysitter:OhDrMuhammad,ithoughtitwas

theirmom

Shawn:OhheyMegan

Megan:IhelpedBambinowithhomework,i

hopethat'sok

Shawn:It'sfine



Megan:I'm runninglateformynextbabysitting

appointment,goodnight

Shawn:Sure

Bambino:(wavedwithhisheadupsidedown)

ByeMegan,youlooklikeyou'rewalkingwith

yourhead

Megan:(laughed)Byeeee

ShewalkedoutthenShawnwalkedupstairsstill

carryinghim upsidedownashetalkednone

stopaboutschool.Natashaandherclassmate

metthem halfwayacrossthestairsholding

theirbarbiecases..

Friend:Yourdadishere,canyouaskhim?

Shawn:Askmewhat?

Natasha:(grinnedfakingacartoonlikesmile

withmissingteeth)Canigoforasleepoverat



Madison'shouse?

Shawn:Natashawealreadytalkedaboutthis

Natasha:Butit'sjustonenight

Shawn:Let'swaitformom

Shesighedandlazilyfollowedherfrienddown

stairs,inthebedroom ShawnthrewBambinoon

thebedandchangedhisclotheswhileBambino

jumpedupanddownonthebed..

Bambino:(laughed)Everyoneatschoolthinks

you'remydad

Shawn:(laughed)Wellthat'scool,itellpeople

you'remyson..

Bambino:Yeah,whenam igoingtoseethesick

peopleagain?

Shawn:(laughed)You'renevergoingtothe



hospitalagain,idon'twantthewheelchair

incidentagain.You'llgetmefired

Bambino:(laughed)Iplayedchaseonetime

withthewheelchairandthatsickkidaskedme

toraisewithhim.Ican'tmakesickpeoplesad,

whatiftheydiesad?

Shawn:It'sstillno...

Oarabilecalledoutasshearriveddownstairs,

Bambinojumpeddownthebedandranout,

Shawnstoodbythestairslookingdownather

assheclosedthedoorandtookoffherjacket

lookingup,sherubbedherbigbumpandsighed

takingoffherscarf.

Oarabile:(smiled)Hey

Shawn:Hey...Ithinkyou'rereadytopop,you're

sofat!



Oarabile:(laughed)andI'llneverletithappen

again

Shawn:(laughed)Comeoniwaskidding.

Hewalkeddownstairstakingoffhisshirtand

remainedwithavest,Oarabileheadedtothe

kitchenwheresheputhiskeysonthecounter

andputthelittlegroceriesinthefridge.Shawn

stoodbehindherandkissedherasshepacked

things..

Shawn:(rubbedherbump)Howwasschool?

Oarabile:Good,ithinkigetmorebrilliantwhen

I'm pregnant,iscoredhigherthanGeorginaand

shedidn'ttakeitwell(theylaughed)toldhernot

toplaywithmebecauseI'm usingtwobrains

now

Shawn:(kissedherneck)Ishouldgetyou



pregnantagainsoyoupassmore

Natashawalkedinandjumpedonthekitchen

stool...

Natasha:MamacanisleepoveratMadison's?

Oarabile:Notyet

Natasha:Iknowit'sbecauseofuncleShawn

Shawn:Ididn'tevensayanything

Natasha:Youneverletusvisitourfriends,

you'rejealousbecauseyoudon'thavefriends

Shawn:Ihaveafriend

Natasha:Wecan'tMrWilsonheisour

neighbour

Shawn:Andmyfriend



ThedoorbellrangthenMadison'ssisterwalked

in,shepickedherboxandheadedtothedoor..

Madison:ByeNatasha,byeeveryone

Natasha:Bye..Thishouseismyprison.

OarabilelookedatShawnandsighedwalking

upstairs,Natasharestedherheadonherhand

lookingathim ashefilledherbowlwithcereals

andpouredmilk,hegrabbedtwospoonsand

gaveheranotherthenhepulledhisstooland

satfacingherasNatashamovedherspoonin

thecerealswithouteating..

Shawn:Canitellyouastory?

Natasha:Willigoafter?

Shawn:(sighed)Justlisten,myfamilywas

attackedbypeopleweknew.Peoplewe



consideredtobeourneighbours...Iwatched

them killmywholefamilywhileihidbehindthe

bushes.WhatI'm tryingtotellyouis,just

becausesomeoneisbeingnicetoyoudoesn't

meanyou'recompletelysafewiththem.You

don'tknowMadison'sparents,yourmom andi

don'tknowthem.Idon'teasilytrustpeopleand

Madison'sfamilyarestrangersuntilwehave

knownthem forover5years.(Natashasighed)

I'm notdoingthisbecauseihateyou,I'm

protectingyoufrom whateverthatcanhappen

atthathouse,you'reonlysaferunderyour

mother'swatchormine.You,yourbrotherand

yourmom aretheonlyfamilyihaveandidon't

wantanythingtogowrong.

Natasha:Soyoudon'thaveamom ordador

brotherorsister?

Shawn:No,theyalldied

Natasha:(sadly)Andyousawthem die?(he

nodded)I'm sorryfornotbeingnicetoyou.



Shawn:(laughed)Butnowadaysyou'reagood

girl,I'm proudofyou.

Natasha:(shestartedeating)Thankyou

Heranupstairsandwalkedinthebedroom

whereOarabilewassittingonthebed

massagingherbump...

Oarabile:IthinkI'm gettingcontractions

Shawn:Areyousure?

Oarabile:Yeah,I'llobserveit.Itkeepscoming

andgoing

Shawn:Let'sobserveit,I'llgetthebathready

oncewearesure.Letmecallthemidwifeand

letherknowsoshecanbeonstandby

Oarabile:Ok...



Heleanedoverandkissedherbeforewalking

out.

AtTsodiloJuniorsecondaryschool...

DressedinformalandhighheelsAkwana

grabbedapileofpasttestpapersandwalked

aroundclassdroppingeachonherstudents

deskthenshelookedatherwristwatch.

Akwana:I'm givingyouthispastpapersfor

revisionandifyoufailthetestnextweekI'm

goingtobeatyou.ThingsFallApartisin,reread

itagainifyouhaveto.Ican'tbelievemaloba

somepeopledidn'tgetfreemarkwagorewho

istheauthorofThingsFallApart,everyAfrican

knowsthis.



Shegrabbedthechalkandwroteontheboard..

Akwana:Iwant50%upwards,anythingless

thanthatits2strokes,rautwana?

Class:(musically)Eeeemma!

Akwana:(laughed)Mxm,letogalentenabanna

haekaremastandardonejaana

Theyalllaughedasshegotherbooksand

walkedout..

Akwana:Shap

Class:Eemma

Shewalkedpastthemathsteacherandsmiled

atherassheheadedtothestuffroom applying

ointmentonherlips,shewalkedacrossthe



parkinglotandherheartskippedasshelaid

eyesonOdirileleaningagainsthercarpressing

herphone,shelookedupandsmiled..

Odirile:Hey,wasjustabouttocallyou

Akwana:(lookedaround)Hey,whatareyou

doinghere?

Odirileopenedthedoorandreachedforalarge

boxofpizzaandadrink.

Odirile:Thoughtyoumightbehungry

Akwana:(smiled)Thankyou..

Anotherteacherapproachedfrom thestaff

room andnoticedAkwanahuggingatalldark

handsomeman,hiscarwasn'thardtonotice



eitherorthefactthathebroughtherpizza.

Shewalkedpastthem asOdirilegotbackinthe

carthenshenoticedhischestwasslightly

bumped,confusedsherubberneckedasOdirile

droveoff..

Her:Hi,gabathodiema2H?

Akwana:Hi,noit'sactuallyquiet.

Her:Oh,latshelatheboMmaKoko

Akwanalaughedandheadedtothestaffroom

holdingherlargepizza,theteachertookouther

phoneandtextedherfriendteacher.

Teacher:MmaKokoisalesbian

Teacher2:Youlie mxm whyam iwhispering



whiletypingthis

Teacher:Heelamemmaherboyfriendisa

hunk,shecanfoolyou.

Teacher2:GeorgehasbeenpesteringAkwana

forthelastmonthammata,I'lltellhim Akwana

prefersafingerdownthere

Teacher:Icantbelievesheisalesbian,thisis

funny.Sothesepeopledoexistwena?Heimma

mmestudsatengwena...Otsamaaka

Hummer

Teacher2:Hummerneetsenemoskolong?Eh

kantearealllesbiansrichnewena?Ihavenever

seenapoorlesbianorevenapoorgay.

Teacher:ButifIwasrichiwouldn'tneeda

mantoo,iunderstandthelesbians.Menare

stressfulbecausetheycheat.

Teacher2:SoLesbiansdon'tcheat?

Teacher:It'sprobablyrarebatachitakamang?



Mmegatwebaboulelagore

Teacher2:Heiyou'rewastingmytime,I'm

gettinginclass

Teacher:Bye

Shewalkedinclass.MeanwhileAkwanaplaced

herpizzaonherdeskandsatdowntexting...

Akwana:Thanksforthepizza,ihadnothingto

eatkabreak.Iwasgoingtosendoneofthe

studentstogetmefonaleborothoatthe

kitchen

Odirile:ThatswhyI'm here,I'm boredinthe

office.

Akwana:You'renew,it'sunderstandable.I

adoptedfasterbecausesometeachershere

werewithmeatschool.

Odirile:Alright.



Sheputherphonedownandgrabbedaslice

whilemarkingherstudent'sbooks....

AtKaene'sHouse...

Heparkedthecarandsteppedoutwithatemp

from work,shefixedherhairandfollowedhim

asheopeneddoor.Boagowalkedoutofthe

bathroom andpausedholdingabucketofhis

laundry..

Kaene:Oh,iforgotyou'recomingtoday

Boago:Whoisthis?

Kaene:Oh...SharonthisisBoago,sheismy

laundrylady.LaundryladythisisSharon,sheis

atempatwork.



Boago:Sharongobacktoworknanaautwa

Kaenesighedandputhishandsinthepockets

lookingdownasSharonlookedathim fora

response..

Boago:Go,andheislying.I'm hisgirlfriend.He

hasadaughtertoo.

Shelookedathim foraresponsebuthesighed

andsatonthecouchthensheshookherhead

andslammedthedooronherwayout.

Boago:You'reunbelievable!

Kaene:Whydidyouchaseheraway?It'snotlike

youwantme,ibeenrunningafteryouforyears

butyou'renotreallysayinganything.Otaneela

kukugaonkobelabanyana?Andyousaidi



haveadaughter,whatdaughterbecauselast

timeiaskedyoutosleepoverwithKateyou

refusedandsaidKatecan'tfallasleepin

people'shouse.ThesameKateiplaywith,go

shoppingwithwhileyou'rewashing,thesame

Katewhocanfallasleeponmylap.Yousaid

youcan'tsleepoverbecauseofher.Honestlyi

can'tbegyounomore!Gorianaanankabekeja

kukuoepatikile...Kotholakeebonakaekana

anongoitsegorekenalefamily.

Boago:SkabatagontenaCane..

Shewalkedoutandwenttohanghisclothes

thenshewalkedpasthim..

Boago:Mxm,mothoakabeletamotshegareo

kana..



Sheheadedtothebathroom andhelaughedin

disbeliefthenhefollowedherandleaned

againstthedoorlookingatherasshewashed

hisshorts..

Kaene:(smiled)Wereyoujealous?

Boago:(pouting)Leavemealone

Kaene:Sheisbeautifulisn'tshe?

Boago:(tearfully)Leavemealone

Henoticedshewastearfulandgrabbedher

arm pullingherupandfacedher..

Kaene:I'm sorry,itwasajoke...I'm sorry

Shedroppedatearandrubbedhereyesthenhe

huggedher..



Kaene:I'm sorry,iwasjusttiredoftryingtolove

youandgettingtherunaround.Idon'tlove

Sharonandiknewyouwereheretodaythat's

whyIcamewithhertoseeyourreaction.I'm

sorry,ididn'tmeanyoutohurtyou.Iloveyou

andyouknowit,comeondon'tcry...I'm sorry

Hehuggedherandputhisforeheadonhers

thenhetiltedhisheadandsoftlykissedher.

AtRefa'soffice...

LaterthatafternoonRefaremainedbehindand

staredatOarabile'sFacebookcoverpageof

Shawnandthekids.Helaidhisheaddownand

sighed,thedooropenedandhelookedatthe

cleanerpushedthevacuum clearinand



paused...

Cleaner:I'm sorry,ithoughteveryoneknocked

off.I'llcomebacklater

Refa:It'sok,comein..

Hestoodupandsighedstandingbytheglass

staringoutsidewhilethecleanervacuumedthe

carpetandemptiedthebin,shewipedhistable

andnoticedanunopenedplateoftakeawayon

thedeskasusual.

Cleaner:Haveyouhadanythingtoeat?

Refa:No,butI'm fine.Whyareyouasking?

Cleaner:Everydayifindaplateoffoodonyour

table,atfirstitwasexcitingbecauseI'deatitor

takeithomebutnowI'm justwonderingwhy

youdon'teat.



Refa:Isometimesforgettoeatbecauseinever

feelhungry.

Cleaner:Canigoandwarm itupforyou?

Refa:Youcanhaveit

Cleaner:Iwantyoutoeatit

Refa:Ok

Shewenttothekitchenandwarneditthenshe

headedbacktotheofficeandplaceditonthe

table..

Cleaner:Youcanhaveaseat...

Hetookaseatandtookoffhistieasheopened

thefoodandsprinkledsaltover,thecleaner

pickedhercleaningseatandopenedthedoor..



Refa:What'syourname?

Cleaner:Charity

Refa:MynameisRefa

Charity:(laughedandpointedatthedoor)It's

writtenonthedoor

Refa:(laughed)Oh,yeah,iforgotthat.

Charity:Letmegetbacktowork.

Refa:(smiledlookingather)Right...

HeplayedmusiconYouTubeandatehisfood.…

AtAuntDoris'sHouse...

MeanwhileChelseagruntedandsatonthebed

dialingheraunt..



AuntDoris:Hello?

Chelsea:(grunting)Kemodithabing

AuntDoris:I'm atthefarm,haveyoucalled

Rona?

Chelsea:Ibeencallinghim for2hoursasa

arabe,Akwanaleenesalekemosendela

message.

AuntDoris:Canyoucallataxi?

Chelsea:Whydidn'tithinkofthat..(Ronacalled)

Ronaiscallingbye.(shehungupandpicked)

Hello?

Rona:Hi,iwasattheconstructionsite,

machinesmakenoisesonekesautwephone.

Chelsea:Iunderstand,canyoudropmeoffat

thehospital?I'm inlabour.

Rona:I'llbetherein5,shouldibringanything?

Chelsea:No,justhurry



Rona:Ok,bye

Shehungupandwaitedonthecouchholding

herbabybag,minuteslaterheparkedoutside.

Shehurriedoutwiththebabybagandopened

thefrontdoor,awhitewomanturnedand

lookedather.

Chelsea:Sorry..

Sheopenedthebackseatandgotinthenshe

closedthedoorasRonaandhiscompanion

lookedather.

Rona:Areyouok?

Chelsea:Let'sgo...



Hesteppedontheaccelerator...

Rona:BabethisisChelsea,...RJ's

mom....ChelseathisisCarly,sheismygirlfriend.

Carlyshookherhandandshefakedasmile.

Chelsea:Nicetomeetyou

Carly:Nicetomeetyoutoo

Herwaterbrokeandshegaspedlookingat

him...

Chelsea:Mywaterbroke,pleasehurry...

Ronasteppedonit...



*

*

*

*

*
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AtRefa'sHouse...

Hewalkedinthequiethouseandplacedthecar

keysontheglasstablethenheheadedtothe

kitchenwhereheopenedthefreezerandstared

atthefrozenredmeat,chicken,etcmanyas

theywerenoneofthem wasappetising.He



closedandopenedtheupperpart.

Hepickedabottleofbeerandheadedtothe

bedroom wherehesatonthebeddrunk,he

tookouthisphoneandloggedin.Hoursearlier

Oarabileadded12picturesofherselfand

Shawnbowlingwiththechildren,heclickedon

apictureofShawnandNatashablowingagum,

thenextoneofShawnlaughingtogetherwith

Bambinoastheyrolledonthecarpet.

Heputthephonedownforaminutethenhe

VideocalledOarabile.Shawnpickedthephone

preparingapoolforthedelivery..

Shawn:Hello?Oarabileisn'tfeelingwell,she

can'tanswerthephone

Refa:Ok,canitalktooneofthekids?



Shawn:(walkingdownstairsasthevideoshoot)

Natasha?Natasha?Yourdadwantstotalkto

you

Natasha:(holdingajoystick)Canicallhim

lateruhhhyessssssunclelook!Ipassedthis

obstacleandyouthoughtiwouldn't

Shawn:(laughedandpathershoulders)Oh

yeah,that'smygirlcomehere

Natasha:I'm gettingacoinonmypiggybank

right?

Bambinoheldhiswaistandburstintotears...

Bambino:Shecheated!

Shawn:(laughedandpickedhim up)Itoldyou

boysdon'tcry,boysshouldn'tcry..Rubitoff

andtakeyourjoystickthenbeather.

Bambino:(stoppedcrying)OK



Shawn:Realmendon'tcry,sitdownandplay.

Andguysdon'tgoupstairsmommyisusingthe

pool.Ifthemidwifeknockstellhim weare

upstairs.

Refaswallowedwaitingbutwiththewayhe

washoldingthephoneheprobablyforgothe

wasonthephone,hesighedandhungupthen

hethrewhisphoneonthebedandfinishedhis

beer...

Hewalkedtothekitchenandsearchedhis

drawers,hegottheropeandanotherbottleof

beerthenhewentbacktothebedroom andlaid

onhisbacklookingattheceiling.Hetookhis

phoneanddialedRona..

Rona:Hello?



Refa:AreyoustillstayingwithRJ?

Rona:No,itookhim backtoChelsea.

Refa:Ok,letmecallChelsea.Iwanttocheckon

him

Rona:Sheisinthehospital,ijustdroppedher

there.Sheisinlabour

Refa:RJokae?

Rona:Idon'tknow

Refa:Ok,it'sok.Bye

Rona:Bye

HehungupanddialedChelsea...

Chelsea:(lowvoice)Hello?

Refa:WhereisRJ?

Chelsea:Ilefthim withtheneighbours,saleke



mokobakebonaketsenamodithabing.

Refa:Whyleavehim withneighbours?Aunt

Dorisokae?WhyRonaasamotsee?

Chelsea:(grunted)HeiRefakemodithabingthe

rra,kegonegothe?

Refa:Canigethim untilyou'reok?Ineed

company,igettoolonelyandstartconsidering

baddecisions

Chelsea:Ok

Shehungup,hesighedandwalkedout....

AtShawn'sHouse...

Oarabilesteppedinasmallpoolofwaternaked

andslowlysatinsideasshegrabbedShawn's

arm...



Oarabile:(eyesclosed)Mhhhh.....Mhhhh

Themidwife'sassistantputthemirrorinthe

waterandlookedatOarabile'svagina...

Her:Icanseethehead...

Shetookoutthemirrorastheyallwaitedonthe

sideofthepool,Oarabilegrantedandgrabbed

Shawn'sarm asheheldherotherhand...

Oarabile:Mmmmmmh.....(pushing)Uhhhhhhh

Midwife:You'redoinggreat

Shawn:(kissedherforehead)Iloveyou,let'sdo

this



Theheadpoppedintothewaterandshe

pushedagain,thebabyslidintothewaterand

themidwifegrabbedher,theyplacedheronher

chestasshecried.

OarabileburstintotearsofjoyasShawnkissed

herforehead..

Midwife:(sighedsmiling)Youdidit...

Oarabilegaveherthebreastandshesuckledas

Shawnwatchedwithasmile....

AtLetsholathebehospital....

Chelseagrabbedthebarsgruntingandcalling

thenurseasthebaby'sheadpopout..



Chelsea:(tearfully)Nurse?Nurse?(crying)The

bathongnthusengngwanaotile....

Theurgetopushcameagainasthebaby's

headstuckoutofhervagina,shepinnedher

elbowonthebedlookingatherselfandtried

reachingforherbabyasshepushedtearfully...

Chelsea:(tearfully)Godpleasehelpme...Ok...

Ok...Uhhhhhhhh

Shepushedhardandthebabyslippeddownthe

bedallthewaytothefloorfallingfacedown,

Chelseajumpedoffthebedandpickedher

baby,shekneltonthefloorholdingherasblood

drippedbetweenherlegs...



Chelsea:Baby?Baby?(shookher)Cryforme...

Lelananawame....

Shebreathedonthebaby'smouthbutshe

wasn'tmoving,Chelseapickedherupandran

outnakedcarryingher...

Chelsea:(crying)Nurse?

Theonlymidwifeondutyturnedandsawher

throughtheglassasheheldanotherbaby,he

handedthebabytothemotherandhurriedout

takingoffhisgloves...

Midwife:Sorryhoo,isthatababyyou'reholding?

Chelseaturnedandranbackshakingand



bleedingonthefloor...

Chelsea:Pleasehelpme...Please....

Midwife:Jesus,I'm sorry.Todaywehavealot

ofdeliveriesbutweareshortstuffed...I'm sorry

youhadtodeliverbyyourself

Themidwifegotthebabyandhurriedinthe

deliveryroom,Chelseasatonthebedwithher

handoverhermouthshakingasthemidwife

insertedsometubeinthebaby'snostrilstrying

tohelpheebreath..

Chelsea:(chanting)Godplease,ifyoulether

breathI'llrepent...I'llneverdowrong,iknow

you'repowerfulandyou'reloving,youlovethe

children.Savemybaby



Themidwifetriedafewthingsandfinally

grabbedthestethoscope,heplaceditonher

tinychestandlistenedthenhesadlydropped

thestethoscopeonthetableandgrabbeda

sheetwhichhewrappedthebabywithand

walkedout...

Midwife:I'm coming...

Chelsea:Isshebreathing?

Thedoorclosedasshecoveredhermouth

crying....

*

*

*

*

*
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AtAuntDoris'sHouse...

AuntDoriswalkedthroughthegatewithabag

talkingonvideocall.Shesmiledlookingat

Oarabileasshesatonthehospitalbed..

Oarabile:Italkedtotheladywanzamelatobuy

youbundles,didyougetthem?

AuntDoris:Isawamessages,thankyou

Oarabile:Eesoyoucantalkfreelyandthecall

won'tbecut.AnywaysShawnpaidforyour



flightsanddideverything.Yourpapersare

readyakere?

AuntDoris:(laughed)Yes,youpeoplegotme

readybeforetimewithyourduedates.Ihave

beenwaiting,movethephoneclosersoican

seethatlittleRwandan

Oarabilelaughedandmovedthephonecloser

tothebaby..

AuntDoris:Sheisgoingtobeverytall,ihave

neverseensuchatallbabyinmylife

Shawn:Wearenaturallytall

AuntDoris:Sheistall,thatfoot...Nono

Oarabile:(laughed)NatashaandBambinoare

waitingforher

Shawn:Theycouldn'tunderstandwhywehadto

comehere,I'llcallyouwhenigethomesoican



giveyoualltheinformationneededforthe

bookingagencyIused.

AuntDoris:Noproblem myboy,waitseRabiyou

won'tbelievethatbackinmydayswheniwasa

teacheriusedtotellmystudentsthatIwould

visitUK,unfortunatelyicouldn'tnowmydream

iscomingtrue

Oarabile:(laughed)I'veleanttospeakthe

dream becausethereisnothingpowerfullike

words.Ican'twaittoseeyou

AuntDoris:Bye

Shehungupandunlockedherdoorthenshe

begunpacking.Therewasaknockonthedoor

andshesteppedout...

Refa:Dumelang,isawthedooropenand

thoughtmaybeit'sRJ,Chelseasaysheiswith



theneighbours

AuntDoris:Whydidsheleavehim with

neighbours?Couldn'tsheleavehim withRona?

Refa:Yeah,ididn'twanttogetintoit,ijustwant

tofindhim.Doyouknowwherehemightbe?

AuntDoris:(pointed)Checkayardbehindthat

one,theyhaveboyshisage

Refa:Thankyou

Refawalkedoutthroughthesmallgate

Attheneighbours...

Meanwhilethemotherputherchildren'sfood

onthefloorandstoodatthedoorcallingthem,

theyallcamerunningtogetherwithRJ..



Mother:Gowashyourhandsandeat,RJyou

canwaitforthem overthere

RJ:(lowvoice)Eemma

Heturnedbackandsatonachairfacingthe

houseas4otherchildrenaterightbeforehis

eyes.Themotherwentbacktothekitchenand

washedherdishes.

Refawalkedthroughthegateandthedog

barked,Rjturnedbackandgasped...

RJ:(smiled)Uncle!

Hejumpedoffthechairandranover,Refa

laughedandhuggedhim thenhepushedhim

offdustingthesoiloffhishead..



Refa:Yo!Yourheadisactuallywhitebecauseof

sand,wereyouswimminginsand

RJ:wewereplaying

Refalookedatthehouseandfrom adistance

hecouldseetheotherchildreneating..

Refa:Whyaresittingbyyourselfoutside?

RJ:Theirmothersaidishouldwaitforthem to

eat.

Themotherwalkedoutwonderingwhatthedog

wasbarkingat,sheswallowedshamefullyas

RefastoodatthestoopwithRJ...

Refa:Iwaslookingforthisboy,hismotherisat



thehospitalsohehasbeenhomealonefor

quitesometime.Thanksforlookingafterhim,

Godblessyou

Mother:(stuttered)You'rewelcome

TheyturnedandwalkedawayasRJputhis

dustyarm aroundRefa...

RJ:Areyoutakingmetodad'shouse?

Refa:No,yourdadisstillbusy.I'm takingyouto

myhouseuntilyourmom isok

RJ:(smiled)Cool,ilikeyournewhouse

Refa:Gladyoudo

Rj:Ismamaok?

Refa:Yes,sheisgoingtocomebackwitha

baby.Areyoureadytobeabigbrother?

RJ:(laughed)Yeah!



TheywalkedtoauntDoris'sHousewhereRJ

gothisuniform andotherbag.AuntDoris

steppedoutholdingherclothesandbegun

ironing..

AuntDoris:I'm goingtoUKtomorroworaday

aftertomorrow.Oarabiledeliveredagirland

nowtheywillneedahand.Shesaysbabysitters

therearejustyounggirlswhowanttomake

quickcashsoit'shardtofindoneyoucantrust

withanewborn.

Refa:(tookadeepbreath)Ohthatexplainswhy

shedidn'tanswerthephone,forwardmy

congratulationstoherfamily.

AuntDoris:I'lldothat.

Refa:Travelsafely

AuntDoris:thankyou,RJbyebye



RJ:bye

Theywenttothecar....

RJ:(lookedupathim)Uncle?

Refa:Yeah?

RJ:I'm hungry,ididn'teatanythingsinceicame

from school

Refa:You'llhavesomethingtoeatinthefridge

thenI'llcookforus,I'm hungrytoo.

Rj:Ok

Theygotinthecaranddroveoff....

AtRefa'sHouse...



LateronRJgotintheshowerwhileRefaput

meatinthepocketsdialinghisbrother...

Rona:Hello?

Refa:Ididn'tliketheconditionifoundRJin,you

promisedtoberesponsibleforhim.Howdoes

RJstayinpeople'shomeswhileyou'rejust

havingfunwithCarly?

Rona:IthoughtAuntDorisishome

RJsteppedoutwithasealedbarofsoaptoask

hisuncleforhelpthenhepausedlisteningto

hisphonecall.

Refa:GakearatagotheleleifwenaleChelsea

lepalelwakengwanakelemmuseketamo

ithokomella.Gakepalelwekengwanakenna,

youbothusedRJforyourselfishreasons.You



bothwantedtostrengthenyourrelationship

nowthatit'soveryoujusttosshim asidelikehe

istrash.Youcouldhavejustcheckedonhim or

something.Youpromisedmeyou'dtakecareof

him butyou'renotdoingthat.I'm takingmyson

back

Rona:Refakanait'snotlike-

Refa:I'm notaskingyou,I'm tellingyou.Ican't

believeyou'reoneoftheseguyswhostop

lovingachildwhentheybreakupwiththe

mother.

Hehungupandputthephonedown.RJquietly

wentbacktothebathroom withthesoapand

satdowntryingtounderstandwhatheheard....

Atthehospital...



Chelseaputherhandstogetherandtooka

shortprayerthenshetookherphoneand

clickedonOarabile'scontact.

Chelsea:Rabi,canicallyoukavideocall?I

don'thaveenoughbundlesbutireallyneedto

talktoyou.

Oarabile:Ok

ShedialedherandOarabilepickedholdingher

newborn.

Oarabile:Hello?

Chelsea:(tearfully)Congratulations,ididn't

knowyou'reinlabour.

Oarabile:Thankyou,whenisyourduedate?

Chelsea:Ijustdeliveredababyalmostanhour



ago,iwasaloneandshefellonthefloor,sheis

notbreathingRabi....(tearfully)Iam soscared..

Oarabile:(heartskipped)Chelseano...Areyou

serious?

Chelsea:Thedoctortookher,nowI'm callingto

apologiseforeverythingihaveeverdonetoyou.

Pleaseforgiveme,maybeifyouforgiveme

thingswillbefineformydaughter.Formy

daughter'ssakepleaseopenyourheart

Oarabile:(tearfully)Chelseaiforgaveyoua

longtimeago,idon'tholdgrudges.Iforgiveyou

andI'm sorryaboutyourbaby,sheisgoingto

beokay.Shehastomeethertwinsister

Chelsea:Shewasn'tbreathing

Oarabile:Itdoesn'tmatter,babiesareactually

strongerthanwethink,whydoyouthinkthey

survivebeingthrownintotoilets,pitand

dustbins?

Chelsea:Doyoureallythinkshewillsurvive



afterfallingfacedown?

Oarabile:(tearfully)ThereisnothingGodcan't

do,youhavetobelieveit.

Chelsea:Ok..Thankyou

Oarabile:I'llcallyouagainandcheckonyou.

Chelsea:Ok,sayhitoeveryone

Oarabile:Bye

ShehungupanddialedRefa...

Refa:Hello?

Chelsea:I'm sorryfordestroyingyourlife,i

knowicostyoualotandeverythingthat

happenedtoyouisaresultofmyactions.I'm

sorryimadeRabidumpyou,iknowyouloveher

andyoustillfindithardtomoveon,I'm sorry

youlostyourchildrenandI'm verysorryfor



bringingconflictsbetweenyouandyourbrother.

Pleaseforgivemeandhelpmeprayformy

daughter,ideliveredherbymyselfandshefell

facedown.Theytookherawayandidon'tknow

whatishappening

Refa:I'm sorryaboutyourbaby,ihopeshe

survives.Ican'timaginelosingBambinoorany

ofmykids.Andidon'tblameyouforanything,i

madechoicesandthosechoiceshuntedme.It

wasn’tyourfaultbecauseyoudidn'trapeme.

Chelsea:Thankyou,didyougetRJ?

Refa:Yeah,I'dliketotalktoyouabouthim but

notnow,bye

Chelsea:Bye..

Shehungupanddialedhersister...

Tumi:Hello?



Chelsea:HiTumi,ijustdeliveredagirlbutiwas

aloneandshefellfacedown,thedoctorshave

takenheraway.Pleasehelpmepray

Tumi:I'm coming,wewillpraytogether

Chelsea:Thanks,bye

Tumi:Bye

Shehungupandsighedlayingdown,the

midwifewalkedbackintheroom...

Midwife:Canwetalk?

Chelsea:Ismydaughterok?

Midwife:(sincerely)Shedidn'tmakeit.…

Chelseacoveredhermouthtearfully....

*



*

*

*
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AtAuntDoris'sHouse...

ThefollowingmorningBoagoparkedAkwana's

corollainfrontofthehousewhileChelseasat

inthebackcryingwithhersister.

AuntDorissteppedoutholdingherhandbag

andapproachedthecar...

AuntDoris:I'm sorryaboutyourbaby...It's

anotherstorywhenyouhearthisfrom people



sayingtheylostbabiesinhospitalsbutwhenit

happenstosomeonecloseitreallyhitshome.

Chelsea:(crying)Ican'tbelieveIcameback

empty-handed!

Tumi:Auntiewhereareyougoing?Ithoughtwe

willtalkabouttheburialarrangementsforthe

babysincebabiesgetburiedwithintwoorthree

daysofpassing.

AuntDoris:Aboutthat...Ihaveasituation...I

reallydon'tknowhowtodividemyself.Shawn

andRabihavealreadybookedflightsforme.

GakerianaI'm goingtothetravelagencyfor

theirassistancebecauseShawnusedan

agency,idon'tevenunderstandasinglething

andI'm scaredI'llbeflyingforthefirsttime.I

can'tcancelthetripbecauseShawnalready

paidthousandsofmoney.Theywon'taffordto

bookagain.

Boago:Sowhatdowedokalesolangwana?



Chelsea:It'sok,Iwillsellmyothersaloon

equipmentandbuyacoffinthenwecangoand

buryhertomorrow.

Tumi:No,itcan'tbedonelikethat...Ekaredilo

tsabothodi.

Boago:WecantakeyouhomeChelsea,I'm

suremymotherwon'tmindhavingthefuneral

servicesthere.

Tumi:Ee,let'sgothere.

AuntDoris:Ketaatakomerapelongpelehake

emelela.

Boago:Eemma

Chelsea:AftereverythingIdidforRonahe

dumpsmeinthehospitalandleavesmeto

deliverbymyself?Heevenbroughtawhite

girlfriendafterIsufferedwithhim,nowhehas

tendersandwantsawhitewoman!I'm not

goingtotellhim thebabyislate,hewilljust

hearaboutthebabybeingburied.



AuntDorispausedandturnedbackpointingat

hercalmly...

AuntDoris:ChelseaIreallyhopeyoucansee

howyourcousinsarestandingwithyouonthis,

Idon'twanttohearBoagocryingaboutthat

KaeneboyorTumicryingaboutherbabydaddy.

I'm reallysorrytosaythisnowbutmaybeitwill

sinkinnow.Youexpectyourfamilyto

understandyourpainnowandstandwithyou

whereasyou'rethesamepersonwho

shamelesslyendedyourcousin’srelationship.I

haven'tforgottenbecauseIwastheonewho

watchedyourcousinalmostdieofstress.You

destroyedabrotherhoodbetweentheBanda

brothers,awisewomanbuildsherfamilyshe

doesn'tdestroyit.Youfailedtobuildafamily

withRabiwhilesheisyoursister,youfailedto

buildafamilywithRonawhilehewastheonly



manwhostoodbyyou.Hepaidyourdebts

thoughhehadnomoney.Heworkedhardand

madedifficultdecisionsofaskingforhelpfrom

hisbrotherjusttohelpyouandyoursonthen

youpayhim bysleepingwithhislittlebrother.

Youwereluckyandblessedwithlovingin-laws,

theBandaslovedyoubutyoumadetheirsons

enemiesnowtheyhateyou.Andnowyouwant

toblameRonaforthedeathofhisdaughter?

Thatmandideverythinganymancouldhave

done.Hetookyoutothehospitalandgotyou

admitted,heknewyouweresafe,theproblem

withyouisyouwatchtoomanymovies.Thisis

Africa,mostmendon'tgetinthedeliveryroom

whenyou'repushing.Therealityof

Letsholathebehospitalisthatyoupushthe

babybyyourselfwiththeassistanceofa

midwifenotaboyfriend,thousandsofbabies

aredeliveredwithouttheirfathersbutthat

doesn'tmeanthosemenarebad.Ronaisnota

midwife,heisamanlikeanyotherman,hetook



youtothehospitalandheboughtthebaby's

things.Ifyou'recomplainingabouthim bringing

anotherwomanthenI'm sorrytotellyouthis,

youweregoingtobeababymamafrom hell.

Rona'scarishisandhisgirlfriendcango

anywherewithhim.IfyouthoughtRonawould

holdyourhandinthehospitalliketheydoin

moviesyou'rewrong.Somethingsonlyhappen

whenyou'redatingthefather,youshouldhave

thoughtaboutthesethingsbeforeyouslept

withhisbrother.I'm tiredofpeoplewhocheat

andthenturnintovictims,didyouwantRonato

justforgetyousleptwithhisbrother?I'm really

sorrythatyouthoughtRonawillbestucklike

Refa.I'm sorrythatyouseem surprisedthathe

hasagirlfriend.Somemendon'thityoufor

cheating,theyjustreplaceyouandmoveon.

(sighed)Ireallyhopeyou'lltakemywordsin

goodfaith.Don'thurtBoagoandyoursister,le

eneAkwanayole,don'tgothereandsleepwith

herboyfriend.Letthisbethelasttimeyou



betrayfamily,thupayatengebothoko.Keyone

e,lelaosuthedikelediotsenemotseleng

becauseRJneedsamother.Bankanebagago

batsweletsewenaoemegologole1.Don't

moveinwithaboyfriendeveragain,youhave

donenothingforyourselfthepast5yearsall

becauseofcohabitation,tsoga,oborokothata!

I'm theonlyonewhoisgoingtotellyouthisand

youbettertakeitlikealadybecausetherest

aregoingtosaysorryChelseaandthiswill

makeyouthinkyou'reavictim.Sometimeswe

arethecauseofourproblems,gaokakewa

gotsamoleloabooitshelamagalamothogong

haoshaaboorebathobagothomogelepelo.

LareleogisaboMmadikhele,keaitseMaun

othetaboadumakannagotwekeile

mahatshengmmekeatsamayangwanaka,you

mustlearnthatotherpeoplehavelivesandthey

can'tstoplivingjustbecauseyoumadebad

decisions.Takeresponsibilityforyourlifeand

stopmakingpeoplefeelguiltyforputting



themselvesfirst.Ronadeservestobehappy

afterthehurtyouputhim through,tellhim

abouthischild'sdeath.

Shehandedthem herhousekeysandwalked

outasChelsealookedatherwithoutasingle

tear,sheturnedbackandlookedathercousin

andsister...

AtMmaagweAkwana'shouse....

MinuteslaterBoagodrovethroughthegate.

Chelsearolleddownthewindowlookingata

newlybuilt2bedroomedhousewithafresh

peachpaintandanothergettingplasteredatthe

farcorner..

Chelsea:2roomsekeyagamang?



Boago:It'smine.

Chelsea:Howdidyoubuildahousewithouta

properjob?

Boago:That2yearstempatthesafaristartedit

thenworkinginrestaurants,boChoppies,nna

kemotholedipiecejobs.Thereisnothing

insidethough,Idon'thavefurnitureyet.Waitse

it'sbeenlongsinceyoucamehereifyoudon't

knowaboutthishouse,Oarabilehelpedmewith

theideaofopeninganaccountatthebuilding

materialshop,soIsavedthenijustbuilt.The

past5yearshavebeenahustletobehonest.

I'm justhappymydaughterwakesupinagood

house,thatmudhousewasanembarrassment.

Chelsea:(pointed)ThisoneisAkwana's?

Boago:No,Akwanaisbuildingformme,she

onlyboughtherselfaplotandfenced,shesays

shewillbuildwhensheisdonebuildingfor

mme,akereshestaysattheteachers'quarters



koTsodilo.

Chelsea:Ok...

SheremainedinthecarwhileBoagoknocked

onhermother'sdoorbutitwaslockedsoshe

dialedher.

Her:Hello?

Boago:MmeIcamewithChelsea,she

deliveredababygirlbutshepassedaway,aunt

DorisisgoingtoUKwedon'tknowwhattodo.

Her:Icamewithmykeys,letherstayinyour

housefornow.I'm atthemall,I'llgetherwhenI

come.

Boago:Iforgotmykeysatwork,akereIleftina

hurry.(lookedatthemudhouse)Legaleit'sok,

gonaleleterasekontungyammu

Her:Ok,Iwon'tbelong...



Boagodustedthemattressinthemudhouse

thenshespreadChelsea'sblanketsonitas

Tumiwalkedherovercarryingherbags.She

lookedatthedilapidatedmudhousewith

newspapersshovedonthecracksandlaid

down...

Boago:Ihavetogotowork,youknowthese

jobsyoucan'ttaketoolongoseo.I'llseeyou

later.

Chelsea:Ok

Tumi:I'llseeyouafterworktoo

Chelsea:Ok..

Theywalkedoutandshelaidonherback

staringatthecorrugatedironthinkingabouther

aunt'slongspeech.Shetookoutherphoneand



dialedRona.

Rona:(smiled)Thelongawaitedcalleverinmy

entirelife..

Chelsea:(sadly)Hi

Rona:Hey..Howisthebaby?Kantearewe

allowedtocomeseethebabyatthehospital?

Chelsea:(tearfully)No,theyusuallysharea

wardwithothernewmotherssovisitorsaren't

allowedunlessyoupaidforaprivateroom.

Rona:Ohyeahkanathereisprivateinthe

hospital,weshouldhavebookedthatforyou

kanayouwantedthecompanyofothermoms?

Chelsea:(rubbedatear)Yeah.

Rona:Ok,isthereanythingyouneed?

Chelsea:(holdinginhertears)No

Rona:Ican'twaittoseeher,pleasesendme



pictures.

Chelsea:(frownedastearsrolled)Ididn'tthink

you'dbehappy.

Rona:(laughed)Why,becauseofCarly?Ihave

beendatingherforlikeaweek,wehaven'tbeen

togetherforlong...Iwaitedmywholelifetobe

afather,nothingwilleversurpassthat.Ifeel

likehuggingyourightnow.Sendmethosepics,

Iwanttobragtoo.

Chelsea:(laughed)Brag?

Rona:TheheirofBandaconstructionshasbeen

born...OfcourseIhavesharesforRJbut

knowingIactuallymadeababymakesmefeel

happy.Ifeellikearealman...(laughed)dropao

sendepicsevenherhandisfine.Iwantmy

yellowbone.

Chelsea:Ok..

Rona:Andcallmeifyouneedanything,Refa

hasRJ.Hewasangryyoulefthim alone.Why



didn'tyoucallme?

Chelsea:Itriedbutyouweren'tanswering

Rona:Ohyeah,Irememberthat.Iwasatthe

sitebuttellmethis,iseverythingok?Whyis

yourauntnotwithyou?Ithoughtshewouldbe

withhim sinceshedidthesamewithRabi.

Chelsea:Kefamilyissues,butI'llbefine.

Rona:KanajaanongRefathinksIabandonedRJ

butletmenotstressyouaboutthat,Refahas

him fornow.Let'sdealwithyouandthebaby,

oncethatisdonewewilltalkaboutgettingRJ

back.

Chelsea:Ok.

Rona:Bye,sendpicsplease.

Shehungupandputherhandsoverherface

crying....



AtBandaConstructions..

LaterthatmorningRefasignedafewpapers

andputthestamponeachcopy,hisphone

vibratedandhepicked..

Refa:Yeah?

Kaene:Heymanwhat'sup?

Refa:I'm good,what'sup?

Kaene:WastryingtocallRonabuthisphoneis

justringing,Iwantedtopassmycondolences,I

knowhewasexcitedaboutthebaby.

Refa:Waitthebabydied?

Kaene:Yeah,IjustpartedwithBoagoonher

waytowork,shesaysChelseahadtodeliver

thebabybyherselfandshefellfacedown.She

diedinstantly,youdidn'tknow?



Refa:No,wow...Thisguyispredictable.Sohe

justdecidednottotellmebecauseItoldhim

I'm nothappywiththewayhetreatedmyson?

I'llcallyou.

Hehungupandwalkedout....

InRona'soffice....

MeanwhileRonadialedhisfatherandleaned

backputtinghisfootonthedesk...

Banda:Hello?

Rona:It'sagirl.

Banda:Wowshehasbeenbornalready?

Rona:(laughed)Yeah,wegottherelateatnight

andthemidwifecheckedherdilation.Theytold



meshewouldprobablydeliverinthemorning.

Shejustcalledmenowareshedelivered.Ican't

waittoseewhatshewilllooklike,whydidn't

anyonetellmehavingababyfeelsthisgood?

Banda:(laughed)Congratulations,nowyou'rea

man...

Refaopenedthedoorandstoodinfrontofhim

foldinghisarms..

Refa:You'reunbelievable,sothatlittle

confrontationmadeyoudecidenottoshare

withmeyour...(pausedlookingatthesmileon

Rona'sface)Whathasgottenintoyou?Youlost

yourfirstbabyandyou'relaughingonthephone?

Rona:(frownedstillholdingthephone)What

areyoutalkingabout?

Refa:Iknowyourbabyisdead,whyaren'tyou



bothered?Whoareyouandwhathaveyoudone

withmybrother?

Rona:(heartskipped)Whatareyoutalking

about?Whoisdead?

Refa:(frowned)Shit!

Rona:(swallowedstaringathim)Shitwhat?

Whoisdead?Chelseasaid-

Refa:Ok,maybeI'm wrong.

Rona:(breathingheavily)Wrongaboutwhat?

Whatisgoingon?

Refa:KaenesaysBoagotoldherthebabydied,

apparentlyChelseadeliveredonherownand

thebabyfellfacedown,shediedimmediately.

RonatearfullyhungthephonelookingatRefa.

Rona:(tearfully)Iknowwehavebeenhavinga



roughtimeyouandmebutdon'tplaylikethat.

Don'tjokelikethat...IjusttalkedtoChelseaand

shesentmepicturesofthebaby.

Refa:Didshe?Showme..

Hegrabbedhisphoneashishandsshook,he

tappedonhercontactandtherewereno

messages.Hedialledhernumber...

Chelsea:(tearfully)Hello?

Rona:(swallowed)Wherearethepictures?

Chelsea:(tearsrolling)Idon'thavethem,I

neverhadachanceto...

Rona:Chelseawhereisthebaby?

Chelsea:(crying)I'm sorry,it'smyfault,I

droppedheronthefloor...Itriedtoholdherbut

shewasslipperyandIwasinpain,shefell

downandItriedtohelpher,Icalledthenurses



butnoonecame...I'm sorry!

Rona:(tearfully)Whereareyou?

Chelsea:AtMmaagweAkwana's.

Rona:Aretherepeoplewithyou?

Chelsea:I'm aloneinAkwana'soldhouse..

Hehungupandputhishandsoverhisfaceas

Refahuggedhim,theyhuggedbrieflythenhe

grabbedthecarkeysandrushedout..

AtMmaagweAkwana'shome...

MinuteslaterRonaparkedthecompanycar

underthetreeandpacedtothemudhouse,he

pausedatthedoorlookingatChelseaasshe

laidonthemattresssurroundedbythebaby's

newclothes.Shetearfullylookedathim ashe



walkedoverandsquattedinfrontofherthen

sheslowlysatupandlookedathim....

Rona:(tearfully)It'smyfault,youshouldn'thave

beeninthereinthefirstplace.Whatgoodis

havingmoneyifitcan'tsavemychild?

Chelsea:(tearfully)No,please...Icausedall

this,Iam...

Rona:Stop,stop,lookwhereyouareafter

everythingwehavebeenthroughtogether...look

atthishouse,youdon'tdeservethis...You

sacrificedyourson'shappinessforme,you

mighthavewrongedmebutyouhavedone

goodtoo.I'm sorry,I'm sorryyouhadtodeliver

onyourown.

Chelsea:(crying)Shewasn'tmovingandshe

changedcolor...IprayedbutGoddidn'tdo

anything,Icalledpeopleandaskedthem tohelp

mepray,Iwassoscared...



Hehuggedhertightlyandsheburstintotears

asherubbedhiseyes...

*

*

*

*

*

.

.

.

.
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AttheBandaconstruction...



LateronRefasatdownanddialedRona...

Rona:Hello?

Refa:Howareyou?

Rona:I’m OK,ihavebeenwithChelseabuther

relativesjustarrivedandihavetogo,bopapa

bareihavetogohomesowecanmake

arrangementsforthecoffinbecausethe

hospitalwon'treleaseabodywithoutacoffin.

Refa:I'llbethereinanhour

Rona:No,juststayintheoffice.Idon'tthinkI'll

becomingtoworkanytimesoon.Ineeda

weekoff.IsthatOK?

Refa:It'sfine,igoteverythingundercontrol.I'll

callameetingandmakeanofficial

announcement.

Rona:AndI'm reallysorryfortheconditionyou



foundRJin,beforeyoujudgemeiwantyouto

understandthatwhenparentsarearguingand

fightingitsthechildrenthatsufferthemost.

Theysufferbecauseofmiscommunication,

whathappenedyesterdaycouldhavestill

happenedevenifRJwasmineandtrustme,the

wayIknowyouandyourloveforchildrenyou

wouldhavebeenequallyangry.You'rethesame

personwhopaidmysonsschoolfeesbecause

youcouldn'tbarehim beinghomewhileyours

wasschooling.WhatI'm tryingtosayisRJis

mysonandhewillalwaysbemysonbutthat

doesn'tmeaneverymistakeimakeasafather

isbecauseheisnotminebiologically,don'tlet

thatbeahabit.Don'tusethisagainstme.Count

mymistakesasmistakesnothingmore,ifyou

makeamistakeaboutNatashaitshouldbea

mistakenotbecausesheisastepchild.Ihave

nevergivenyouareasontodoubtmyfathering

abilities.Iknowasabigbrotherihavegone

overthelinebutitendsthere.



Refa:Iunderstand,I'm sorryioverreacted.I

guessyou'reright.Imeanobviouslyyou'llmake

mistakeshereandthere,ishouldn'tbetoo

quicktoassumeit'sbecauseheisnotyours.

I'm sorry

Rona:It'sok,andpleasetalktoRotlheabout

takingiteasyatthesite,heisalwaysworking

andhedoesn'ttakeabreak.

Refa:Willtalktohim,I'm worriedaboutFela,

waatheogelatota?Heseemstobealways

drivingaroundgankeabereka

Rona:Thatoneisjustenjoyinganewcar.Bua

leene,kanaifwecan'thavemotivatedworkers

ifwearenotmotivatedourselves,Felashould

pulluphissocks.Iunderstandheisstillyoung

santseelemosimanyanabutheiwedon'thave

enoughtime,2yearsisnothing.

Refa:True,iwanttoregisterasmallcompany

ofofficeequipmentandfurnituresupply,iwant



totakemychanceswithit.Ifiwinatenderto

supplyoneoftheseschoolsitwillbeabonus,

whatdoyouthink?

Rona:Soundsgood,wewilltalkaboutit.You

shouldbeseriousaboutit,,weshouldn'tputall

oureggsinonebasket.

Refa:Sure,bye

Hehungupandtextedhisassistantforastaff

meetingthentherewasaknockonthedoor.

Refa:Yeah?

Charitywalkedinandheslowlyputdownthe

phoneasalittlesmilestartedatthecornerof

hislipsandbrightenedhisfaceasheleaned

backfixedhistie...



Refa:(smiled)Hey...

Charity:HelloMrBanda,I'm heretocleanup.

TodayI'm knockingoffearlythat'swhyI'm

cleaningduringlunchtime,I'lldothetouchups

inthemorningbeforeeveryonearrives.

Refa:Ohok..

Hegotupandstoodbywatchingherclean...

Charity:Iseetodayyoudidn'thaveanythingfor

lunch.

Refa:Rotlheistheonewhobuysmefood

everyday,todayhewasatthesiteandnever

hadachancetogobuyfood.

Charity:Youshouldmakeitahabittoeaton

time

Refa:Noted...sohowmanykidsdoyouhave?



Charity:7

Refa:(hismouthdropped)What?

Charity:(laughed)What?

Refa:(laughed)Withaflattummylikethat?You

look26,howonearthdidyouhave7kids?

Charity:(laughed)I'm kidding,idon'thavekids

butItookmylittlesister'sdaughter,sheisa

studentsoihadtotakeresponsibilityforher

Refa:Phewyouhadmethere,ithoughtyou're

preparingmefor4kids...Youknowlikewhen

youintentionallysay7thenwhenI'm shocked

yousay4whichmakesitseem likealesser

number?

Charity:(laughed)Ican'taffordchildrenbuti

likethem,howmanydoyouhave?

Refa:3...imean2

Charity:3or2,whichisit?

Refa:2,sorry..They'restayinginUKwiththeir



mom andherfiancé.

Charity:Isthatwhyyoudon'teat?

Refa:Yeah,itskindofhard.Theyleftacouple

ofmonthsago.

Charity:Youcan'trunacompanythisbigonan

emptystomach,youneedalltheenergyyoucan

get.

Refa:True...(lookedathiswatch)Listen,i

calledameetingintheboardroom,willifind

youhereafter?

Charity:I'llbegone.

Refa:Iwon'tbelong,canyouwaitforme?

Charity:Ican'twaitbesidesI'm alreadydone.I

doyourofficelastand,ihaveanurgentmatter

toattendtoathome.

Refa:Oh..Um..Wellseeyoutomorrow

Charity:Bye



Hestaredatherassheturnedawaycleaning

hisfurniture,feelingwatchedsheturnedback

andlookedathim...

Charity:Rra?

Embarrassedhesnappedoutofitandfrowned

tryingtofindwords..

Refa:(stammering)Sorry..(whisperedto

himself)I'm socreepy,wtf!

Hewalkedoutandshebrushedhim off

continuingwithherwork.

Intheboardroom Refawalkedinandclosedthe



doorastheemployeesstoppedtalking.

Hisassistantplacedbottledwateronthetable

hewasstandingnexttothenheputhis

smartphonedownbeforeopeningitandtaking

asiponhiswalktothewindow.

Everyonequietlywaitedasheslowlypressed

downtheblindfoldscheckingoutthegate.

Therewasnooneoutsideandhewalkedback

tothefront...

Refa:(clearinghisthroat)Alright...Um...I'm

sorrytointerruptyourdailyschedule,thiswon't

belong.Itwithgreatsadnesstosharewithyou

thedeathofourCEO'snewborndaughter.She

passedawayyesterdaysoonafterdelivery,may

wehaveamomentofsilenceforher.



Theyallstoodupandbowedtheirheadsfora

minutewithoutasinglesound.

Refa:Amen,mayherinnocentsoulrestin

eternalpeace.

Workers:Amen

Refa:Becauseofthissituati-

Hepausedtalkingassomeonewalkedoutof

thebuilding,hepulledtheblindfoldsupfora

muchbetterviewandwatchedCharitywalking

towardstheparkinglotthenhesippedwater

again,someworkerslookedoutsideand

frownedwonderingwhatwasdistractinghim..

Refa:(sighed)Uhhwhatwasisaying-yeah

becauseofthisMrBandawon'tbeintheoffice



foraweek,seemeforanythingthatneedshis

attention.That'sallwemaygetbacktowork...

Hegrabbedhisphoneandrandownthestairs

towardsthegatebutthenhecouldn'tfindher,

heturnedaroundlookingforherandheardthe

cardoorclose,itwasherandshewasinher

homeclothesassheclosedherboot.

Hewalkedoverandfrownedreadingthe

brandingofonthecardoor....

Refa:CharityCleanersPTYLTD...Wow...You

ownthiscleaningcompany?

Charity:Yes

Refa:Andyouclean?

Charity:Leadingbyanexample



Refa:Ihaveseencleanersinyouruniform all

over,iusedtobeafiremarshalandwehad

workersfrom Charitycleaners.

Sheshruggedhershoulderslookingdownashe

piercedhiseyesonherthenshegotinthe

driver'sseatandpulledaseatbelt...

Refa:Um...Canwehavedinnertonight?

Charity:Ican't,sorry

Refa:Whynot?

Charity:It'scomplicatedbesidescompany

policyandethicsdon'tallow,I'm sorry.

Refa:Idon'tcareaboutyourcompanypolicies

andethics,pleasemeetmeatTheFrench

restaurantthiseveningat6pm,letthewaitress

knowyou'remeetingRefaBanda,theywilltake

youtotherighttable.They'reservingseafood



tonightdon'teatanything.OhandIlikewomen

inlongdressesandlonghairthatfallsontheir

shoulders.

HetookouthiswalletandplacedP100onher

dashboard..

Refa:That’sforthefuel.

Charity:MrBandai-

Refa:Don'tkeepmewaiting...(heclosedher

doorandflashedasmile)Seeyoulater..

HeturnedandgotinhisAudithenhereversed

withoutlookingatherandspedoff,shetooka

deepbreathandslowlydroveout....

*

*



Thenextinsertfollowsat11pm tonight,don't

forgettoLike.

*

*

*
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AtAkwana'sHouse...

LaterthatafternoonOdirileparkedoutsideand

tookherphoneoutdialingAkwana...

Akwana:Hello?

Odirile:I'm outside

Akwana:Comein,I'm bathing.I'llfindyouthe



bedroom .

Odirilehungupandwalkedinside,Akwana's

roommategaveheralookwhilehelaid

shirtlessonthecouchwatchingthegamewith

aremoteonhishand.Odirilelookedathim the

samewayassheboldlypassedtothebedroom

whereshesatonthebedandtookoffher

sneakers.

Shetookoffherpantsandremainedwithboxer

shortsandavestthenshelaidonhertummy

clickingonherlaptop,sheclickedonafolder

"Today"thenshesmiledlookingatsexy

picturesofAkwanainherlingerielyingonthe

bed,standingupandevenstandingnudeinthe

showeraswaterrandownhersexybodywhile

sheblockedherbreasts.



Akwanawalkedinwrappedupinawhitetowel

andsmellingfresh,shecrawleduponthebed

andsatonOdirile'sbackwhile'he'wasadmiring

thepictures,sheleanedinandkissed'his'neck..

Akwana:(softly)Hey

Odirileturnedaround,Akwanafellonthebed

and'he'gotontopofherlyingbetweenherlegs

ashekissedher,heslowlyunwrappedher

towelandgrabbedthefleshofherfullbreastas

hegroaned...

Forsomereasonhepausedandstaredatthe

laptop,Akwanaliftedherheadandlookedat

him...

Akwana:What?



Odirile:Whotookthispictures?

Akwana'sheartskippedasshelookedbackat

Oarabilewithaguiltface..

Akwana:Afriend

Odirile:Him?

Akwana:ODcanwenotdothistoday?

Odirile:Whatdoyoumeantoday?Am i

annoyingyou?

Akwana:Iaskedafriendtotakepicturesofme

soicansendtoyou,what'swrongwiththat?

Odirile:Isithim?

Akwana:No

Odirile:Thenwhoisit?

Akwana:it'sBoago,ODyouneedtostop



Odirile:Areyoucheatingonme?Iknowhe

wantsyou,can'tyouswapwithanotherteacher?

Akwana:Kanathesethingsaredecidedkoo,we

don'tchoosewhowesharewithespeciallynna

becauseI'm abitnew,ijusttransferredhereso

iwastoldI'm sharingwithGeorge.

Odirile:Idon'tlikehim,idon'tlikethewayhe

looksatmeandiknowhewantsyou,youknow

it.Whotookthesepictures?

Akwana:(sighedandrolledhereyesgettingup)

Youhaveissues,I'm goinghome,mycousin

lostherbaby.

ShegotupthenOdirilegrabbedherarm pulling

herbacktothebedandshefellover...

Odirile:Don'trollyoureyesatme,andwhatdo

youmeanihaveissues?Iaskedyouasimple



questionandyoucan'tanswerit

Akwana:Itoldyou

Oarabilepulledthelaptopoverandclickedfrom

picturetopicturelookingforareflection,

Akwanagrabbedthelaptopthenhepushedher

off.

Odirile:(angrily)Don'ttrythatwithme,it's

Boagoright?Letmejustcheckandsee

Akwana:(tearfully)Whyareyouevensearching

mylaptop?

Odirile:(angrily)Whydoyouwanttocry?

Shepausedonapictureandturnedthelaptop

toher,shelookedatherroommateonthe

mirrorreflection.



Odirile:IsthatBoago?Tellme

Akwana:Iwasafraidyou'daccuseme

Odirile:Isaccusingevenwhenit'strue?The

problem withyouAkwanawantalela...Ketaa

thubalaptopnyanaeyagagolephonehaele

goreketsonedigotsenyangbofebe

Akwana:Haokake!

Odirilegrabbedthelaptopandsmashediton

thewall...

Odirile:Sayitagain...

Akwanaquietlystaredatherthensheputon

herclothes,shegrabbedaglassofwaterbythe

headboardandwalkedacrossthelivingroom



asGeorgelaidonthecouchwatchingTV.

Odirilesplashedwateroverhisfaceand,chest

ashejumpedgaspingandrubbedhisface.

Odirile:Otaanyela...

Shewalkedoutholdingtheglassthenshe

walkedbackandopenedherhandholdingitup

asitrolleddownherhandandshutteredonthe

floor.TheyglaredatoneanotherthenOdirile

closedthedooranddroveoff....

AttheFrenchrestaurant...

LaterthateveningCharityparkedthecarand

tiltedthemirrorlookingatherhairandfixedher

dressstrips.Shesteppedoutinherlong

eveningdressandwalkedtowardsthe



restaurant.

Acouplewalkedpastherintheireveningwear

andgotin,shestoodasideforaminutethen

shetookadeepbreathandwalkedin,afterall

nooneknewshehadneverbeenoutona

dinnerdatebefore.

Awaitresswithabowtiesmiledmeetingher

halfwayandshesmiledbackholdingherpurse...

Charity:Hi,

Waitress:Goodevening,welcometoThe

Frenchrestaurant.Mayiofferyouafreeseat?

Charity:I'm heretoseeRefaBanda

Waitress:(smiled)Followme.Hereserveda

privatetableattherooftop



Charity:Roof?

Waitress:Yes,weusuallyhavetablesatthe

rooftopforaperfecteveningsetupunderthe

moonandthestarsbuthebookedthewhole

topsowehadtomakeadjustments.

NotsuresheunderstoodCharitysmiledlikeit

madesenseastheywalkedupstairsandtook

otherstaircasestotheroof.Justbeforethey

emergedshecouldhearthesoftmusicofDon

Williams,sheraisedhereyebrowslookingat

thecandlelightdinnerfortwowithavaseof

freshflowersonthemiddle,twosilvertops

coveringwhateverwasbeingservedanda

bucketofwineinicecubesnexttothetable.

Atthefarcornertheradioplayingmusicrested

onawhiteleatheredstoolbyalargemattress

withsmallfluffypillowsandabasketfullof



goodies...

LostinthoughtsMrBandastoodattheedge

withhishandsinthepocketsofhisslim fitsuit

staringatthemoon,heturnedaroundand

smiledunbuttoninghisjacket..

Shehadherhairdownandthecream evening

dressshewaswearingrevealedherbody

structure,ladylikeholdingherpurseonthe

frontasifshewaswaitingformarksshe

lookedinhiseyes.Hesmiledimpressedwith

himself,shelookedexactlythewayhealways

imaginedherthoughheruniform madeithard

toseehergorgeousness.

Hesmiledandshookhandswiththewaitress

leavinghertiponherhandasshesmiled

gratefully..



Waitress:Thankyou,isthereanythingelse?

Refa:Wearegood.

Waitress:Shouldisealtheentrance?

Refa:Ofcourse

Shewalkeddownthestairsandhesighed

facingher..

Refa:Thankyouforshowingup

Charity:Iwasn'tgivenmuchofachoice.

Refa:Gladyouunderstandthat,Putyourphone

insilentandgivemeyourpurse

Shepressedherphoneandhandedeverything,

hetookouthisphoneandputitonsilentthen

hewalkedtothemattressandputthem onthe



pillow.Hewalkedbacktothetableandsmiled

pullingachairforher,shesatdownandthenhe

stoodbyheropeningthewinebottle..

Refa:(pouringintheglasses)Allowmetoserve

youtonight..

Charity:(blushed)Thankyou...

Hehandedherthewineglassandshe

reluctantlylookedatitasitsparkled,Refatook

aseatandsippedhis.Shesippedandfrowned

curvingherlips,tohersurprisewinesweren'tas

sweetasshethoughtthey'dbe.Thatlittle

bitternessleftherwithafrownassheputit

down..

Refa:(softly)Doyoulikeit?

Charity:(smiled)M-ha..



Heliftedthesilvercoversandshefrowned

lookingatthefoodasherskincrawled...

Refa:Soyouloveseafood?

Charity:(smiledcalmly)M-hhiloveit..

Refa:Sweet...(stood)Ohialmostforgot..

Hesquattednexttoherchairandunstrapped

herhighheels,shehadsoftfeetandmassaging

them felteroticallyawesome,hegentlyplaced

them onthecarpetthenhewalkedtothe

mattressandputalignedthem,hetookoffhis

shoesaswellandwalkedbacktotableinwhite

socks.

Hepulledhischairandsatdownlookingather

asshelookedathim holdingaforkwithalittle



confusion.

*

*

*

*
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AtTheFrenchRestaurant...

Achillybreezewhizzedthroughtheeveningas

thecandleflamessoftlywavedaroundwhile



Refaslicedhisfoodwithforkandknifethen

tookabitelookingatCharity...

Refa:So....Howcomeyoudon'thavekids?

Charity:(foldedherarmscringing)Ihavebeen

busy

Refa:Sexdoesn'ttakemorethan5minutes

(shelaughedlackingagoodresponse)Eatyour

food..(heopenedanotherplate)Ialsoordered

lobsterandcrabs,you'lllovethem...

Shestaredattheplate,acompletescarything

thatlookedlikeitcouldbite,Refacutthecrabs

andatethenheslicedthe'buttocks'andplaced

itonherplate.Sheforcedtheprawnsdownher

throatandjustthefeelingoftheirsoftnesson

hertonguefeltlikeshewaseatingabigworm,

likethatwhiteworm from arottenmeat.She

pickedaglassofwineandpushedthem down



herthroat.She observedhishandsasheused

forkandknifethenshenoticedshewasholding

them wrong.

Refa:Trythis,it'sreallygood...

Shecutthelegandlookedatit,seriouslyit

lookedlikealivebiginsertorcockroach,as

shestaredatitshecouldhavesworntheleg

moved.Herwholebodyspasmedandshe

droppeditintheplate.Partofherdressrubbed

onherfeetandshejumpedalreadythinking

aboutinserts.

Charity:(Dustingherfeet)Thereissomething

onmyfoot!!

Herelbowtippedtheplateandeverything



spilledonthecarpet,thecandlefellonthewine

andthetableclothcaughttheflame.Refa

pushedherasideandgrabbedthesilverbucket

fulloficecubesandputoutthefire.Charity's

heartpoundedasshestaredathim placingthe

bucketdown,heturnedaroundholdingthe

bottleofwineandlookedather...

Refa:Areyouok?

Charity:I'm sorry,ithoughttherewas

somethingonmyleg.Myskiniscrawling,ihave

neverhadseafoodandlobsteryantshisimosa.

Refa:(calmly)It'sok,comehere...

Charity:(pickedtheplate)I'llcleanitup

Refa:(grabbedherwrist)It'sfine,leaveitthey

willcleanitup..

Comehere



Heputhisarm behindherbackastheywalked

tothemattress,shepickedherlongdressand

satdown,totallyembarrassedshecringed

puttingapillowonherlapbarelyabletolook

him intheeye,heprobablywasturnedoff.

Refa:(softly)You'resotense,youneedtorelax..

Hetookoffhisjackandfixedthepillows..

Refa:Comeliedown...I'm notgoingtotouch

you,thiswasforusgorelaxandchatuntillate..

Sutellakwano...

Helaidonhisbackandshelaidnexttohim,he

pulledherheadoverhisbicepandtheyboth

laidtherefacingtheskywithafullmoonanda

fewstars.Nauseous,salivafilledhermouthas



shethoughtaboutthewormythingysheate

earlier.

Charity:Ihaveneverhadseafoodbeforeandi

didn'tknowalobsterlookedlikethat,ionly

heardthewordinmovies.Sorryispilledthings

nekeutwankareketsamaiwakediboko

Refaturnedhisheadlookinginhereyesand

laughedadmiringly..

Refa:It'sok,iunderstand

Charity:Andifeelnauseous

Refa:(laughed)Seriously?

Charity:Yes

Refa:(laughed)You'resorural...



Hegotupandputhershoesonherfeetasshe

satuplookingathishands,hegrabbedher

handthenhepickedtheirbelongingsand

smiledlookingatherasheputonhisshoes.

Refa:Ishouldhavejustboughtyoumangwinya

lesupuakere?

Charity:(laughed)Gakebate

Heputhisarm behindherbackastheywalked

downthestairs...

Refa:Skabakgwelabatho,oitshware

Charity:(smiledembarrassed)Keaselelega,

akeisekerekeakgwa,gatwekeengmogonna

Refa:(laughed)Iwonderifyouknowhowmuch

seafoodcostsabookgotakgotaosajeibileo

kgwathelittleyouate.Omokaetotawena?



Charity:(laughed)Leavemealone,gakebate

Refalaughedastheywalkedpastdinnertables

andsmiledatthewaitresses,heopenedthe

doorforherandshegotin.

Refa:Callmewhenyougethome

Charity:Ok

Refa:(smiled)Andthanksforcoming,you're

reallygorgeousandilovethelookinyoureyes

whenyou'reembarrassed,it'scuteanditturns

meon.Goodnight

Charity:Goodnight...

Shereversedandslowlydroveoutthenshe

pausedandgrabbedaplasticthrowingup

inside,Refaturnedandlookedbackasshe

lookedathim onthemirrorthenshedroveoff



beforehecouldwalkback.Herphonerang...

Charity:Hello?

Refa:Hey,areyouok?

Charity:I'm fine

Refa:Comeback,I'lldropyouhomeandgeta

taxiback.Iwanttomakesureyouarrivesafely.

Maybeyou'reallergictoseafood.

Charity:I'm fine,I'm justnauseous.

Refa:Callmeassoonasyougethome.

Charity:Okbye..

Shehungupandsadlydrovethecar,

overwhelmedwithdisappointmentshepulled

onthesideoftheroadanddialedhersister..

Sister:Hey,howdiditgo?



Charity:Iembarrassedmyself,iwasscared,i

wasshaking,ididn'tknowhowtouseforkand

knife,icouldn'teatthefoodheordered,iwas

nauseousandijustdidn'tfeelfree.

Sister:Washeangry?

Charity:Idon'tknow,idon'tknowMrBanda

thatmuch.Wedidn'teventalkaboutanything

becauseikeptmakingstupiddecisions,iwas

soscared.Iembarrassedmyself.

Sister:Gongweomotshabathata,kanteBanda

yokeohe?Nnababantsibantsietsamogo

maswe.

Charity:Thesecondonewhoisalwaysquiet,

akerethereisRona..Theoldest,hecomesafter

Rona,hehardlytalksandheisalwaysinthe

office.

Sister:Oohkammona,wamathoamatonayoo

tsamayangkaAudi?

Charity:Yesthatone



Sister:Ineverheardhim talk,ithoughto

makgakgakanaobogaleibile

Charity:Butidon’tthinkheislikethat,justthat

hedoesn'tliketalkingorheisgoingthrough

something.Iwishwecouldhavetalkedsoi

couldtellhim importantthingsbutthenhehad

abedupthere.Heprobablyjustwantedtohave

sexwithmeandheaCOOso,itwasn'tgoingto

workanyways

Sister:Iyoo,sexonthefirstday.

Charity:(sighed)Letmejustgohome.

Sister:Bye

Shehungupanddroveoff...

AtAkwana'sHouse...



ShemoppedthewaterasGeorgewipedhis

facesittingonthecouch...

George:Whathappened?

Akwana:Itwasnothing

George:Idon'tlikethewayshelooksatme

andihopeyou'llwarnherbecausenexttime

shedoesthatI'm slappingher

Akwana:I'lltalktoher,shehastrustissues.

Shewillbefine

Shewalkedinherroom andlaiddowntryingto

callbuthernumberhadbeenblocked.She

sighedandchangedclothesthensheleft....

AtmmaagweAkwana...



Meanwhileonthesameeveningelderstogether

withtheBandaladiessatinthehouse

discussingasAuntDoriswalkedinandsat

downgreetingeveryone...

MaAkwana:Dorisareyoustillgoingtoleave

knowingwehaveafuneraltomorrow

AuntDoris:I'm suggestingthatweburythe

babyinthemorning,thatwayicanattendthe

service.

Aunt:That'snotaproblem-

MaAkwana:Babiesgetburiedintheafternoon,

whyshouldababybeburiedlikeanadult?Doris

isunbelievable,soyou'regoingtothecold

countriesleavingabadsituationlikethis?

AuntDoris:idon'twantustocompare

situationshere,Chelseahaseveryone...Lookat

thishouse,itsfullandI'm sureevenifiwas

deadeveryonewouldhelp.Oarabilehasnoone



there,sheisinaforeigncountrywiththree

children.Shehasschoolandtheirschoolis

nowseriousbecausesheisonherfinalyears.I

havetogothereandhelpher.

AuntDoris:Youjustwanttogetintheplane,i

canseethroughyou.IraisedOarabileandnow

you'reeatingthefruitsofmylabour

AuntDoris:Howdidyouraiseher?Whatfuture

wasshegoingtohavestayingherewhileyou

usedherasyourmealticket,I'm surprisedthat

youthinkyouraisedthisgirlwhenyou

destroyedherlifeandinflictedsomuchpainin

her,you'reunbelievable!

MmaagweAkwana:(tearfully)Imighthave

mademistakesalongthewaybutistillcared

forher,Rabishouldknowthattheyearsispent

withheraschildmeantsomethingtometoo,

I'm notperfectbutyoudon'tdeservethistrip.

Youdon't,itismytrip...Ishouldbetheone

travelling



AuntDoris:ThentalktoRabi,ifshechanges

hermindillremain.

Aunt:(angrily)Bommatotakeeng?Can'tyou

seewehavevisitors?WhatwilltheBanda's

thinkaboutus?Aren'tweheretodiscussthe

coffinandfuneral?Canwepleasefocushere,

Chelseaisinpainoflosingachild,canwegive

hertheattentionshedeserves?Canshewetalk

aboutthecoffin?

MrsBanda:TheBandafamilywillensureallthe

costs.

Aunt:Thankyou,sowhattimeisgood?

MrsBanda:IfitsokwithChelseaitcanbein

themorningsothetravellingauntcanalsosee

wherehergrandchildhasbeenlaidtorest

Chelsea:Idon'tmind,wecanburyher

tomorrowmorning.

Aunt:Tomorrowmorningitis...



DorisandmaAkwanaglaredatoneanother....

AtRefa'sHouse...

LaterthatnightRefatookoffhisjacketandsat

onthebeddialingCharitybutshedidn'tpickup,

hetriedonemoretimeandfinallyhungup.

Thenhelaidonhisbackacrossthebed

thinkingback,alittlesmilestartedandhe

laughedjustthinkingaboutthelookonherface.

HeloggedintoFacebookandunfriended

Oarabileandherentirefamilyandfriends.

Hisphonerangandhepicked..

Refa:Hello?



MaBanda:Iheardyoupassedby,ijustgot

homenowwiththefeedbackfrom themeeting.

Refa:Ok

MaBanda:Thebabywillbeburiedtomorrow

morning

Refa:Ok,illbethere

MaBanda:Mendon'tattendburialsforbabies,

wewillonlytakeRonabecauseheisthefather

leenekegoyagobonahelahewillbestanding

ashortdistancefrom us.

Refa:OhOK

MaBanda:IheardOarabilehasanewbaby

Refa:Yeah

MaBanda:Ireallywishyoutwocouldworkyour

problemsout.

Refa:Shehasanothermannow,sheisengaged

andithinkit'sabouttimeimovedon.



MaBanda:Sheisabouttofinishschoolright?

Refa:Evenifshefinishedandleftthisguyi

wouldn'treallywanttofatherhisbaby.We

wouldn'tbehappy,theonlychanceifeltihad

waswhenshewaspregnantbecauseithought

maybeshewouldconsiderabortion.Ijustdon't

thinkI'draiseMuhammad'schild.

MaBanda:Iunderstand..

Refa:I'm movingonwithsomeone

MaBanda:Oh,whatdoesshedo?

Refa:Um...Wearestillnew.I'm stillkeepingit

slowandprivateuntilI'm sureweboth

understandeachother.

MaBanda:ItsOK,iunderstand.Bye

Refa:Bye

HehungupandandlogginginWhatsApp,he

clickedonhisbrother'sstatusandwatched



untilOarabile'sstatusplayed,hepausedona

weddinginvitationthenhewentbacktohis

phonebookandunsavedOarabile'snumberso

hewouldn'tseeherstatuses.Heclickedon

Charity'schatandherlastseenwashours

beforetheirdinner,heclickedonherDPand

smiledatherpicture.

Atthegraveyard....

Thefollowingmorningthreecarsfollowedone

anotherintothegraveyardasChelseaquietly

satinthebackrubbinghertears,MaAkwana

andTumisatonbothsidesrubbingher

shoulders...

Inthemen'scarRonasatinthefrontseatwhile

hisfatherdrovewithtwootherguysfrom

Chelsea'sfamily.



Banda:Areyouok?

Rona:(lowvoice)Yeah,it'sfunnyI'm silently

prayingforamiracle,iwishshecouldgetup

beforeweburythatcoffin.Ineverknewit'svery

easytoloseababy,thenexttimeChelseafalls

pregnantI'm notleavingheralone..

Banda:I'm sorry..

Minuteslatertheyparkedunderthetreeand

leanedagainstthecar,thetwocousinscarried

the20literscontainersofwatertotheladies

standingbythegraveyardthentheyjoinedRona

andhisfatherastheywatchedforadistance...

MeanwhileChelseatearfullywatchedasthe

ladiesdiggedasecretspaceintothegrave,the

shovedthelittlecoffinintotheholeandpoured



waterthensheturnedawayashersisterand

cousinshuggedher.

Theladiesfilledthegravewithsoilusingtheir

handsandpouredmorewateroverthehipof

soilasChelseawatchedindisbelief.

Chelsea:(tearfully)Soweareleavingherhere

justlikethat?

MaAkwana:Yes,iknowit'shard...Butwehave

to.

Aunt:Let'sallbowourheadsandpray..

Theyallbowedtheirheadsandprayedas

Chelseatearfullystaredatthehipofsoil.

All:Amen...



Theywalkedtowardsthecarasshereluctantly

stoodtherestaringatthehipofsoil,Ma

Akwanagrabbedherarm andcarefullypulled

heralongassheputherarm overherface

crying.Shepausedwalkingaspainstruckon

herstitchedvagina,shebentoverholdingher

kneesaseveryonewaitedforherthenshe

gatheredherstrengthandwalkedtothecar....

AtRefa'soffice...

OnthesamemorningRefaleanedbackand

dialedhisbrother...

Rona:Hello?

Refa:Howdiditgo?

Rona:(lowvoice)Istillcan'tbelieveit,theyjust



buriedherandleftherthere,itfeelslikewe

wenttothrowheraway.

Refa:You'llbefine..

Rona:I'llcallyoulaterwearewalkingintothe

house

Refa:Shap

Hehungup,therewasaknockthenacleaner

walkedinasheresponded.

Cleaner:Goodmorning,I'm heretoseeifthere

isanytrashicantakeaway.

Refa:Whereischarity?

Cleaner:(emptyingthebinintoaplastic)She

askedmetoclean?

Refa:(angrily)Canyoustopandlookatme

whenI'm talkietoyou!



Shepausedandlookedathim..

Cleaner:I'm sorrysir

Refa:WhereisCharity?

Cleaner:Shedroppedmeoffandtookmyshift

Refa:Putthetrashbackinthebin,shewill

comeandcleanit.

Thecleanerputitbackinthebinandwalked

out,hedialedhernumberbutshedidn'tpick.He

sighedfrustratedthenhewalkedoutand

followedthecleaner...

Refa:Whereissheworkingat?

Cleaner:AtMetro

Refa:Ok



Hewalkedoutofthebuildinganddroveoff...

AtMmaagweAkwana'sHouse....

LaterthatmorningRonawalkedinthehouseas

Chelsealaidasleeponthemattress,heknelt

nexttoherandgentlyshookhershoulder...

Rona:Hey...Iaskedyourauntificouldtalkto

youforaminute

Sheslowlyopenedhereyes,herbreastgotwet

asmilksoakedhert-shirt,sheputatowelover

andlookedathim unabletositupasher

stitchesached..



Rona:Whenshouldicomecollectyou?

Chelsea:collectme?

Rona:Yeah,sowecangobacktoourhouse.

Chelsea:Gakeyekontungyaboyfriendwaga

Carly,I'm notleavingunlessit'sahouseI'm

rentingmyselforI'm someone'swife.I'm done

withcohabitation,empuseditsekomorago.

LookatBoago'shouseandtheonlythingihave

isablanket,I'm waitingtohealthenI'm goingto

findahouseandkeepdoingpeople'snailsto

surviveuntilicanaffordtodevelopmyself.

Rona:I'm donewithCarly,icanshowyoumy

messageswithher.It'sourhouse

Chelsea:AslongasI'm notyourwifeit'snot

myhouseandineedtoaccumulatemyown

things,pleasedon'ttrytoconvinceme

otherwise.Respectmydecision.



Heleanedoverandkissedherthenhewalked

out....

*

*
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AtMetro...



RefaparkednexttoCharity'scarandadjusted

hisseatwaitingforher,minuteslatershe

walkedoverandgotinthecarunaware.

Sheleanedoverreachingforherphoneinher

bag.Refaleanedoverandputhishands

togetherlookingather...

Refa:Hey

Charity:(surprised)Hi...

Refa:Doyouknowthaticanterminateour

contractwithyourcompanyforfailureto

honouryourpartofthecontract?Myofficeis

dirty

Charity:Iaskedoneofthecleanerstodoitbut

iguesssheforgotbecauseyourofficeisatthe

farend.I'llcallhernow

Refa:Shewastherebutidon'tlikeher,iwant



youtobetheonecleaningmyofficejustlike

youbeendoing.

Charity:I'm donehere,I'llgotherenow.

Heleanedbackandwalkedtohiscarasshe

watchedhim untilhedroveoff...

AtOarabile'sHouse....

Oarabileslowlysatontherockingchairand

gavethebabyherbreastthensheswungback

andforthholdingherphonewiththeotherhand

checkingalistofherLikesonherpictures,she

wenttoherWhatsAppstatusandcheckedher

viewers.Shesighedandclickedonthewedding

planner'smessage.

Weddingplanner:Don'tforgettoupdateme



afteryourdoctor'sappointmentsoyoucango

foryourgownfittingandfoodtasting.

Oarabile:Willdo...

Herphonerangandshepicked...

Oarabile:Hello?

Marriagecounsellor:Hi,ijustspoketoyour

husbandtobe.Hewassuggestingthaticome

domysessionswithbothofyouathomesince

you'vejustdeliveredandarenotinawalking

state.

Oarabile:Soundsgreat

Marriagecounsellor:Great,mysecretarywill

confirm thetimeafterconfirmingwithDr

Muhammed'sschedule.

Oarabile:Thankyou,bye



Shehungupandreadmoreofhermessages..

Boago: Ifyourweddingwashere,Kate

wouldbeaflowergirlnkabolennakeleoneof

thebridesmaids.Ihopeyou'llhavefun,share

pics

Oarabile: don'tsaythat,Ialwaysimagined

myselfsurroundedbyfriendsandfamilysinging

theirlungsoutanddancing,kooregoopelwa

sekhombaloogoopelwaxhondosiso..I'llshare

pics

Chelsea: CongratulationsandGodblessyou,

sharewithusyourspecialday

Oarabile:Thnks

Steven:I'm sosadiwon'tbeatyourwedding



bubu,butaslongasyouhavethatMuhammad

nameandringI'm good.Bythewaywhencani

visit?Heiineedawhitedingdongwaitse

Oarabile: ‚Heiwena,otankgolega

Steven: ‚ineedawhiteman

Oarabile:Youshouldvisitchoma

Steven:Straight,Otherwiseijustloveyour

family.IlovewhatI'm seeing,waitseifaguy

treatsyoubadandyoustayyou'reblockingyour

blessings.Refanearlydestroyedyouandnow

lookatyou.Happyandinlove

Oarabile:Yeah

Steven:I'm sogladyou'reoverhim,ibeen

crossingmyfingersforyounottotakehim

back.

Oarabile:WaiiI'm donewithhim,idon'tsettle

forless.

Steven:Goodforyou,you'remyrolemodel.



MaAkofang:I'm happyforyoumygirlbutI'm

sadbecauseithinkyouandRefaaremeantto

be,anywaysGodknowsbest,congratulations.

Oarabile:Thankyou,imadeadecisionandi

can'tbackdownnow.IhopeRefafinds

someonewhowillmakehim happy,iknowheis

agoodguyandihopewhoeversheisshewon't

hurthim becauseithinkheisgoingtobea

goodhusband.

MaAkofang:Let'shopeso.

Oarabile:Eemma.

Oarabile:(toRefa)Gaatwecongratulationsthe,

yousawmystatus

Refa:Congratulations

Oarabile:Whydidyouunfriendmeon

Facebook?



Refa:NepetsagagoleMuhammaddiambora,

lefakeandyou'repostingeveryday,itannoys

me.Ican'tbeseeingMuhammadonmy

newsfeedasifheismyfriend.

Oarabile: uhusoshouldistopposting

him?Heismyhusbandyouknow.

Refa:I'm notsayingyoushouldstopthat'swhyi

unfriendedyousoidon'tseeMuhammadeach

timeitrytoenjoysocialmedia.OtherwiseI'm

happyheisactuallyagoodfather.I'm happyfor

you.

Oarabile:Doyouhaveagirlfriend?

Refa:ThereisthisladyI'm crushingon,sheis

beautifulandhumblebutsheistooshy,ithinki

mightjustmakeawifeoutofherbutidon't

knowhowtoapproachherrightwithoutscaring

heroff.

Oarabile:Caniseeherpicture?

Refa:(sentapicture)Charity,that'shername



Oarabile'sfacedroppedasshelookedather

beautifulinnocentsmile...

Oarabile:Ok

Refa:Sheisthemostbeautifulwomanihave

everseenandsheishumble,herhumbleness

makesmesotensebecauseidon'twantto

loseherbeforeievenstart.I'm toocareful

becauseijustwanttodothisonceandsettle.

Oarabile:whatdoesshedo?

Refa:Sheownsacleaningcompany

Oarabile:That’sall?

Refa:Yeah

Oarabile:Didshegotoschool?

Refa:Shehasadiplomayabusiness

management



Oarabile:Idon'tthinkitwillworkout

Refa:Why?

Oarabile:Sorryifisoundrudebutidon'tthink

sheisyourtype,sheprobablywon'tfitinwhen

you'rehavingbusinessdinnersandwhatevers.

You'rebigandrollingwiththebigfishesnowso

youhavetodobetterthanthat.Howdidyou

meet?

Refa:Shecleansmyoffice

Oarabile:Waiisheprobablychoseyouroffice

onpurposesoshecanuseyou.

Refa:Charityisnotthattype,sheisnotinto

money.Hercompanyisreallybig,shehas

cleanersinsomeofthegovernmentoffices.

Oarabile:Shedoesn'tlooklikesomeonewho

makesmoneytomeunlessthisisanold

picture,bonteeegareganebotengnyanabut

gasemogokalokalo.



Refa:AethemonnaCharityomontegapeo

innocent

Oarabile:Sheisnotavirginifshesaidsheisa

virgin,ain'tnovirginsatthatage

Refa:I'm notsayingsheisavirginkareosiame.

Oarabile:Yourkidsarehere,I'm sendingvoice

notesbecauseican'ttype.

InRefa'sOffice...

MeanwhileRefaturnedhisbacktotheopen

doorswinginghischairholdinghisphoneupas

Oarabilerecorded..

Unsavednumber:(voicenote)Findsomeone

better(Charityknockedandwalkedin)Charity

watengisthebelowstandardandshelooks

rural.EkareSusanwaMovhungo.Esengle



cleanerrraao

Refaturnedandquicklyclosedthevoice

messageasCharitypausedholdingher

cleaningtools,shesadlylookedathim thenshe

quietlycleanedhistableasheslowlyputhis

phonedownandlookedathertryingtofindthe

rightresponse..

*

*

*
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AtRefa'sOffice...

Charityrearrangedhisthingsandwipedthe



deskthenshebentoverpickingsometorn

pagesasRefawalkedoverandgentlyheldher

arm..

Refa:That-

Charity:Pleaseletgoofme..

Refa:It'snotwhatyouthink

Charity:(emptyingthebin)I'm rural?It'sthevery

wordyouusedlastnight.

Refa:Charitystopcleaningforaminutesoyou

canunderstandme

Charity:Don'texplainyourself,iunderstand.

Hegrabbedherarm andturnedheraroundas

shedroppedtheplasticlookingathim ashe

pinnedheronthewall.Breathingtoocloseto

herhiseyesfellonherlips,shelookedinhis

eyesbeforequicklylookingdown...



Refa:(softly)Isaidstopcleaningandhearme

out.

Heletgoofherandshecaughtherbreathashe

pickedhisphoneonthedeskandhandeditto

her.

Refa:SheismyexandI'm suresheisjust

jealous.That'smyconversationwithher,it's

totallyinnocentonmyside,readit.

Shewentthroughtheirconversationthenshe

handedhim thephonewithoutsayinganything.

Hetookadeepbreathandturnedaround

lookingatherasshestoodthere.

Refa:I'm sorry,itwon'thappenagain...i



shouldn'thavebeendiscussingyouwithherin

thefirstplace.I'm verysorryaboutthat,it'sone

ofthoseconversationswhereyoujustendup

spillingthebeansbeforethey'refullycooked.I

haven'teventoldmybrotheraboutyouiguessi

wasjusttoohappytosharemyfeelingsandi

shareditwiththewrongperson.

Charity:(calmly)It'sok,iunderstand.

Refa:Am iforgiven?

Charity:(smiled)Yes

Refa:Thankyou.

Charity:Isthatyourbabymama?

Refa:Yes

Charity:Thenherresponsemakessense,it's

ok

Refa:(smiled)Really?

Charity:(smiled)Onlyherresponse,what

doesn'tmakesenseisyoudiscussingyour



privatelifewithanex.

Refa:Youhaveapoint,canwetalkmoreabout

thisinappropriatebehaviourofmineatmy

housetonight?(laughed)Iwon'tevergiveyou

seafood.Wewillcooktogether...Maizemeal

andredmeatrenwaFusion.

Charity:(laughed)Don'tstartwithme

Refa:(smiled)So,willyoucome?Howis7pm?

Charity:(smiled)Ok..

Refa:Awesome...

Heleanedagainstthedeskandfoldedhisarms

lookingatherassheturnedaroundpickingthe

plastic...

AtRona'sHouse...



MeanwhileRona'sfatherstoodbyhisbedashe

laidonhisbackwithhisarm overhisforehead...

Rona:Ijustthoughtwearemovingforwardand

thenshesaysthatasifcohabitationisthe

reasonourrelationshipended.

Banda:Whatexactlydidyousayandwhatdid

shesay?

Rona:Iwantedustoreconcileandgive

ourselvesasecondchancebutthenshesays

shecan'tmoveinbecausecohabitationis

delaying,shebeenwithmeforyearsbutdid

nothingforherself.Iwasstayedwithher

knowingI'dmarryheronedaythenshecheated,

ifindoutanddumpherwhenifinallyputthat

behindmeandsaylet'stryagainshesays

cohabitationisbadasifiwasn'treadytomarry

her,istillhaveherringwithmeandit'snew.

Cheatingiswhatendedourrelationshipnot



cohabitation,thereisnothingwrongwith

cohabitationifyoudon'thavemoney.Ididn’t

havemoneyitwasokbutaftergettingthe

moneyitwouldhavebeenunfairbecausewhat

wouldbemyreasonfornotwantingtomarry

her.Nowigetthefeelingshewantstoputme

underpressuretomarryherwhensheshould

bebusyconvincingmesheisnotgoingto

seducemybrothers.

Banda:Butifthishappenedyearsagoandshe

wasgoodforthepast5yearscan'tyoujusttry?

Ifnotiunderstand,I'dnevermarryawoman

whosleptwithIsake,that'sfilthybutthenifyou

loveher..

Rona:PapakanaChelseadoesn'twanttoown

uptohermistakes,I'm readybutsheisgoodat

beingavictim.Ketenwakegoreeneonnaale

goodhela,howonearthisthismyfault?Am i

wrongtobeangrythatmygirlfriendcheated?

Wouldihavebeengoodhadibeatenher



insteadofchasingher?

Banda:Can'tyoutalktoChelseaaboutthis?It's

acomplicatedissue.Ihaveneverbeenso

confusedinmylifeandI'm afraidI'llbebiased.

Rona:I'llcallher.

Banda:Sowhatdoitelltheparents?Remember

wehavealreadysentthepeopletoherfamily

andweneveractuallycancelledsotechnically

they'restillwaitingforus,infacttheynever

gaveusaresponsesoifyoutwofinishyour

discussionicanjustsendsomeonetoask

whenwecanstartthenegotiations.

Rona:Ok,I'lltalktoherfirst...

Bandawalkedout...

AtMmaagweAkwana'sHouse...



MeanwhilemaAkwanahandedChelsea

motogoandshelaidonhertummydrinking...

Chelsea:Thankyou

Herphonerangandsheputtheplatedown

beforeansweringwhilemaAkwanacuriously

lookedather..

Chelsea:hello?

Rona:Hihowareyoufeeling?

Chelsea:Stillinpainbutillbeok

Rona:Aboutthestatementyoumadeearlier,i

chasedyououtbecauseyoucheated.Youlost

everythingbecauseyoucheatedandhaditnot

beensoChelseayouwouldbericherthan

everyoneyoumentioned.Ourcohabitation

wasn'twrongbecauseiwasgoingtomarryyou



assoonasigotthemoneybutyourskeletons

destroyedus.I'm verydisappointedthattothis

dayyoucan'townuptoyourmistake.Nna

Chelseakebatagogonyalaandilongplanned

tomarryyoubutiwillnotmarryawomanwho

knowsnothingaboutsubmissionandthepower

ofanapology.Respect,love,submissionand

apologyarethethingsiconsiderimportantbut

tospareyouthelongunnecessarypeptalkif

youstillwantustobetogetheryou'llbeinmy

housetomorrowwhenigetbacktowork.I'm

notgoingtopromiseyouaringinexchange.

Whetherwegetmarriedornotwilldependon

howweresolveourissuesfrom here.Iwantto

takecareofthescarsmydaughterleftonyou,i

wanttobethereatnightwhenyouwakeup

from thatnightmare,iwanttoholdyouandtell

youwewillbefine,iwantRJtohaveboth

parentsandcontinuewithhisnormallife,all

thatcanhappenifyou'rehere.Youworkedhard

forthismoneycomechopit,it’syoursbutyou'll



notgetitsoyoucanbuildyourselfsomething

separatelyno,wearespendingittogether

becausewesufferedtogether.Ificomehome

tomorrowatlunchtimeandfindthatyou'renot

homeI'llconsideritaresponseandassume

yourefusedthenI'llmoveonwithmylife.

Goodnight...

Hehungupandshesighed....

AtRefa'sHouse....

LaterthateveningRefawalkedinthekitchen

shirtlessasthebassofhishometheaterplayed

oldRNB.Henoddedhisheadhummingalong

andgrabbedabottleofbeerthenhebentover

lookingattheoven,heputthebeeronthe

counterthenheputontheovengloveandslide

outthehottrayofafullchicken,hegotthe



spicebrushandsmotheredmoremarinatethen

hepusheditbackinsideandclosedtheoven.

Hemadehiswaytothecouchandpickedhis

magazinesproperlypackingthem onthetable,

hepickedhisphoneandcheckedthetime..

Refa:Fuck!

Heputthephonedownandhurriedtothe

bathroom.MeanwhileCharityparkednexttohis

carandsteppedoutinhersimpleabovethe

kneedressandfluffypush-ins.

Sheknockedonthedoorbuttherewasno

responsethenshedialedhisnumberandshe

couldhearitringing.Sheopenedthedoorand

walkedintothedeliciousaromaofthegrilled



chicken...

Sheputherphonenexttohisandheadedtothe

kitchenwheresheglancedintheovenbefore

walkingtowardsthebathroom...

Charity:Hello?

Refaclosedthetapandrubbedwateroffhis

face...

Refa:Charity?

Charity:Iletmyselfin

Refa:Takwano

Shestoppedatthedoorthenhestuckhiswet

headoutlookingather...



Refa:(stretchedhiswethand)Hi

Shesmiledandshookhishandthenhequickly

openedthedoorandcarriedherinsideasshe

laughedtryingtopullout...

Charity:(shouting)RefaIdidmyhairyesterday

therradon't!Refawait!

Shegaspedastheshowersprinkledwaterover

her,helaughedhuggingherastheystoodunder

thewater,hesmiledandpushedherhairback

thenheclosedthetapandlookedatherwet

lipsasshelookedupathim...

Refa:(smiled)Shem neoitshasitse

makeupnyananebabe?



Charity:(laughed)It'snotfunny,facebeatya

tura,kananekerekeitirabanabadisuburbs

Refa:(laughed)Nexttime..

Shepulledoutherwetdressandunhookedher

bra,heswallowedlookingatherpanties

stickingonherbigcameltoe.

Hetookadeepbreathandcontinuedshowering

asshewashedwithherbackagainsthim and

hungallherclothesontherodbeforequickly

grabbingatoweltocoverherselfup.

Charity:Kooregatwekeaparangyanong?

Refa:(laughed)Gotothebedroom andfindone

ofmyt-shirtsinthewardrobe..



Shewalkedoutthenhetookoffhisshortsand

washedthem beforewalkingout.

Hegotinthebedroom asCharitysliddownhis

vestandmadeitlooklikeaminidress,heput

onhissweatpantsandgrabbedherhand

leadingherout...

Walkingbarefootedonthecleanwhiteceramic

tiletheywalkedinthekitchenwherehepulleda

stoolforherwhilehecheckedtheoven...

Charity:Ineverthoughtyou'dknowhowto

cook

Refa:Why?

Charity:Just....



Heservedandletitcoolwhilehepouredhera

juicethenhepickedhisbottleandsipped

lookingatherasshetriedtoshovehist-shirt

betweenherthighstocoverupherbarepunani.

DjZingle'sUmliloplayedandhenoddedholding

thebottle,shesmiledandsippedherjuice

nodding..

Charity:(singingalongconfidently)Abutimlilo...

Abutimlilolamalanga

Refasmiledwalkingoverstoodbehindher

puttinghisarmsaroundherstillholdinghis

bottleonherchestthenheleanedoversinging

onherneck..

Refa:(singingalong)Wavuth'umlilonama



langabi

Wavuth'umlilo

Wavuth'lomlilo

Wavuth'umlilonamalangabi

Hesippedthebeerandputthebottledown

thenhetookherhandtothemiddleofthe

kitchenastheydancedsingingalong.They

danceduntilitendedthenhepickedherupto

hischestandsmiledlookingupather,she

shylylookedinhistipsyeyesandputherhand

overhisface.

Charity:You'restoned..Putmedownbeforeyou

tripandfall..

Heputheronthecounterandpushedoffthe

plates,thesmilesstoppedastheylookedeach



otherseyesattracting,hereachedforhercheek

andpulledheroverforababykiss,itbecame

steamyasheFrenchkissedher,hisdickgotso

hardheadjustedhispantsashekissedher.

Sheputherarmsaroundhisneckashishands

slidalongherwaistpeelingouthervest,he

kissedherneckandsqueezedherbreaststhen

hespreadherthighsandstoodbetweenher

legs,sheembracedhisheadandpulledthe

stringsofhissweatpantslooseningthem then

sheslidherhandinsidebuthegrabbedher

wristandopenedhiseyeslookingather..

Refa:(softly)Thefoodisready...

Heslowlyleanedoverandbabykissedherlips

thenhehelpedherputonthevestandputher

down..



Charity:(grabbedhisbeerandherjuice)I'll

carrythedrinks..

Refagrabbedtheplatesandfollowedherout...

*

*

*

*

*

.
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AtRefa'sHouse...

ThenextmorningCharityopenedhereyeswith

hisarmsaroundherwhiletheyspoonedonthe

couch,sheslowlytookhisarm offherand

yawnedsittingontheedgeofthecouchthen

shereachedforherphone..

Charity:OhGod!(shookhim)Refa?

Heyawnedgettingupandhereyesexpanded

asthehestoodupwiththebiggesthard-onthat

madeatentonhissweatpants,heputhishand

coveringitwithalittlecutesmile...

Refa:Kemorotogasesepe...



Shefrownedandhelaughedwalkinginthe

bathroom whereloweredhispantsandpeed.

Charity:(standingatbythedoor)Mphediaparo,

I'm late...

Hepickedherthingsthenhereturnedthebra

andhandedherthedressandpanties..

Charity:Thanks

Refa:Youcangowithmyt-shirtsinceyou'rein

ahurry

Charity:Bye

Heflushedthetoiletthenhefollowedhertothe

carasshethrewherclothesinthebackseat



andopenedthefrontdoor...

Refa:Youforgotsomething

Charity:(paused)what?

Refa:(spreadhisarmssmiling)Thehug..

Shesighedblushingandwalkedback,he

engulfedherintohisarmssqueezingthebreath

outofherandslowlykissedher...

Refa:Thankyouforthevisit

Charity:You'rewelcome..(smackedhischest)

Gogetreadyforwork

Refa:(babykissedher)Bye

Shegotinthecarthenheclosedthedoorand

smiledputtinghishandsinthepocketsasshe



droveoff.Hetookoutthephoneanddialedhis

youngestbrother..

Fela:Yeah?

Refa:PleasetellmeyoudroppedoffRJat

school?Gawalebalaakere?

Fela:I'm atschoolnow,I'm agooduncletoo

wenawarekewenahela

Refa:(laughed)Fotsek!

Hehungupandwalkedinthehouse....

Atschool....

MeanwhileRJjumpedoutandclosedthedoor..



RJ:Shouldiwaitforyouhereafterschool?

Fela:Yeahbutithinkyourdadwillcomepick

youup

RJ:(confused)Um...Ok

Hereversedandturnedbacktothegatewhere

heslowlypassedbytheprincipal'scarandto

hissurpriseshelookedquietbeautifulforan

adult,helookedstraightintohereyesslightly

shrinkinghiseyesandwinkedather.

Meanwhiletheprincipalfrownedsurprisedand

confusedasshelookedbackasifshehad

someoneinthecar,whowouldbelieveayoung

handsomemanlikehim wouldwinkather,his

cutenaughtyfacetookherbacktoheryouth

andshefoundherselfsmiling...

Principal:(laughed)Sheh...Waitsekemathata...



Sheblushedandrolledupthewindowasshe

drovetoherassignedparkinglot,sheparked

thecarandturnedtothepassengerseat

collectingherhandbagthentherewasaknock

onthewindow.Tohersurpriseitwasthesame

youngmanandsherolleddownthewindow..

Fela:(softly)Hey..

Principal:Hello

Fela:(handedherthebusinesscard)Myname

isFellah

Principal:Iam MrsKambira,canihelpyou?

Fela:Givemeyourbusinesscard.Iwantto

takeyououtondinner

Principal:(laughed)Takemeout?Sonhowold

areyou?

Fela:Onedayyou'llbegformymercyandat



thatmomentyou'llrealiseagehasnothingto

dowithit.

Principal:(showedherhand)Papakenyetswe

andyoulooklikeyoumylastborn'sagemate.

Hegotthephonefrom herhandanddialedhis

phone,itrangonceandhehungupasshe

lookedathim speechless.Heflashedasmile

andpinchedherchinbeforewalkingaway,

surprisedshesmiledindisbeliefasFela

jumpedinhiscaranddroveoff.

AtRona'sHouse...

LaterthatmorningRonaparkedthecarand

steppedoutwithayoungladywhowascarrying

abag.Hetookoutthekeysandunlockedthe

doorasshestoodashortdistancefrom the



doorquietlylookingaround...

Rona:Thiswherewestay...

Her:Eerra...

Theywalkedin...

Rona:Soyouunderstandyourdutiesakere?

Her:Eerra,toclean,cookandbeyourwife's

hand.

Rona:Exactly,wehadababyafewdaysago

butwelosthersosheisstillrecovering.You

takecareofherjaakamotsetsi,idon'twanther

walkingupanddownwhenyou'rejustsitting.I

don'twantsomeonewhowantstobereminded

towork.

Her:Iunderstand,ihavebeenamaidbeforei



understand.

Rona:Oursonlikesfoodsoyouhavetocook

ontime

Her:Iunderstand,ihaveachild.

Rona:Sheisarrivingtodaysoineedyoutoget

started,makesuremyroom iscleanidon't

wanttobequestionedaboutpantiesor

condoms,whateveryoufindthatbelongstoa

womangetridofitandrepackeverything.I

haveseenseveralpantiesinthewardrobeI'm

notsurewhotheybelongtobutgetridofthem,

thereisapairofheelsgape,letsoneakeitse

goreketsagamang.Throwthem away...(on

secondthought)Letmegetthem...

Hewenttothebedroom andgotthem..

Rona:Anddon'tforgettocook..



Her:Iwon'tforget...

Rona:You'llusethethe3rdbedroom..(pointed)

Thatway...Shap

Shewalkedtothebedroom asheturnedand

droveoffdialingCarly....

AtCarly'sHouse...

LateronRonapressedtheintercom,thegate

slidopenandhedroveinasCarly'spoodlesran

tothecar.Hegrabbedtheshoesandstepped

outofthecar,herubbedthetwopoodlesand

walkedtowardsthedoorasCarlywalkedover

inherbikinirubbingherwetface..

Carly:Heybabe...



Rona:Hey..

Heputhisarm aroundherslim waistand

kissedherbeforehandingherapairofheels...

Carly:(confused)What'sthis?

Rona:Aren'ttheyyours?

Carly:(turnedthem)They’rea7I'm asize5

Rona:Oh

Carly:Whoseshoesarethey?

Rona:TheymusthavebeenleftbyRotlhe's

girlfriendorsomething,ijustassumedthey're

yours.

Carly:Ronwebeenthroughthisalready,you

promisedmewewon'tbearguingaboutthe

girlswhokeepthrowingthemselvesatyou

Rona:Andwewon'targueaboutthat,whydon't



youunderstand?Ihavethreebrothers,three!

Anyofthem couldhaveleftthem therewithhis

girlfriend.

Shesadlyhandedthem backandwalkedback

tothehouse,heputthem inthecarand

followedhertothebackyardwhereshedived

inthepoolandpushedherlongwethairback

assheemerged.

Hetookoffhisclothesremainingwithshorts

anddivedinthewaterswimmingovertoher

andstoodbehindherholdinghercloseand

kissingher.

Rona:Areyoumadatme?

Carly:Justthoughtyou'redonewiththingslike

this



Rona:Imade2mistakesCarlywhymakeit

soundlikeahabit?Ilongstoppedthat.Iwas

heartbrokenandiIdidn'ttrustwomen.

Carly:Whenam imeetingyourparents?

Rona:Aboutthat...Therehasbeensome

changes..Inourculturewhenyouloseachild

you'resupposedtostaytogetherandmourn,i

havetomoveinwithChelseaforaboutsix

months.

Carly:Andthenyousleepwithher....Thereis

nowayyouwouldn'tbecauseInsixmonthsI'm

goingbackhomeforamonth'svacation,what

isgoingtohappenbetweenyoutwo?Didn'tyou

sayshehurtyouandsleptwithyourbrother?

Rona:OfcourseI'm notgoingtosleepwithher

Carly:Andifisayno?

Rona:Ifyou'reevergoingtobeanAfricanwife

youhavetorespectthecultureanditspeople.I

willreallyappreciateitifyoucouldunderstand



thisandsupportme.IlostmydaughterandI'm

stillmourning...

Carlyturnedandtearfullyhuggedhim..

Carly:I'm sorry,I'm beingselfish...

Hekissedherandwalkedoutofthepool

carryingherslim body,heplacedheronthe

woodentableandkissedherashepulledthe

stringsofherbikinidroppingitdown.She

rubbedhisbroadchocolatechestandslidher

handinhisshorts,hehelpedherbyloweringhis

pantsanddroppedhisblackdickthenhe

spreadherthighsandflickedherwhitephsy

whilekissingher.

Hepickedhisblackdicand#removed....



*

*

*

*

*

*
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AtCarly'sHouse....



LateronRonastoodbythebedzippinghis

jeansasCarlylaidnudeonhertummyadmiring

hisbackview..

Carly:Um...Thereissomethingiwantusto

talkabout.

Heturnedaroundlookingatherandshegotup

thensheputherarmsaroundhim hugginghim

from behind.

Carly:(whinyvoice)Canwehaveababy?(he

turnedaroundandlookedather)Spendingtime

atthechildren'shomeandseeingkidsmakes

mewantonebesidesijustfeellikemylifeisin

Africa.

Rona:Canwetalkaboutitinacoupleof

months?I'm stillmourningmydaughter's



passing

Carly:(sighed)Ofcourse,you'reright...I'm

beinginsensitive.Forgetit,Ihaven'tevenasked

howyou'redoing....Howareyou?

Rona:(sighed)It'sdifficultbutyou'reso

understandingandyoumakeeverythingeasier,

I'm justgladthistimeI'm datingadifferent

person...Maybeijustneededtogetadifferent

racetofindMrsright

Carly:(smiled)Thankyou,ihopeI'llbeyour

supportthroughoutallthis,(caressinghischest)

you'llbefine.

Hisphonerang..

Chelsea:Hi

Rona:(tuckedCarlyshairbehindherearand

kissedher)Wareng?



Chelsea:I'm home,whereareyou?

Rona:Kedulewaitse

Chelsea:Oh,ok..Whendoyouthinkyou'llbe

home?

Rona:Ketogaketsena,gakekgakalathata.

Chelsea:Ok,iloveyou

Rona:OratiwakennawenagaonthateMma

Banda

Chelsea:(laughed)Stopgivingmefalsehope

kwa

Rona:Shap

Hehungupandsighed..

Rona:Thatwasmycousin...Theywantto

borrowmoneyagain.

Carly:Um wehaveanopenpostatthe



children'shome,wearelookingforcaretakers,

ifyouknowafriendorrelativelookingforajob

letmeknow.

Rona:I'lldothat

Heleanedoverandkissedherthenshe

wrappedherselfwithatowelandwalkedhim

out...

AtRona'sHouse...

Ronaparkedthecarandsteppedoutthenhis

neighbourapproachedthefence,helockedthe

carandwalkedoverastheyshookhandsand

bumpedshouldersoverthefence..

Him:IthoughtyoucamewithCarlywasabout

tosayisawChelseaarrivingwithbags



Rona:(laughed)Ehe,noigotit

Him:Sowhatareyourintentionsnow?Don't

thinkyoushouldletoneofthem go,you're

goingtohurtthem andhurtyourselfonthe

process.

Rona:Really?Causemyexperiencehastaught

methatifyoudon'tcheatyougetcheated,all

myexgirlfriendscheatedonmeandgaveme

STDS.Idon'ttrustawoman,neverevertrusta

womanoryou'llkillherandkillyourself.I'm

nevergonnaloveawomanfoolishlylikebefore.

I'llalwayshavesomethingtofallbackon,totao

itsestresssagojelwamosadinemonna?Ano

senakoollelelangteng?

Him:Buttheremustbetheoneyoulove,being

faithfulstrengthensarelationship

Rona:Beingfaithfulisariskforaheartattack,

ngwanyanagaoratanaleeneale1wagotalela

andyouactstupidanddesperate.From nowon



Chelseawillnevereverdisrespectme.

Him:I'm notcheatingonmywifeandsheisnot

cheatingonme,wehavebeenmarriedfor30

yearsandwearehappy,theproblem withyou

youngpeopleisyouthinkrelationshipsneed

lovetosurvive.Thereismoretoit

Rona:MrKtherearegoodwomenoutthere

whoarefaithfulbuttheoneiloveisn'tfaithful

soI'venowcomeupwithasystem thatworks

forus.Itworksformealoneunderthis

circumstancesbecauselehaoutwakeriana,I'll

neverencouragemylittlebrotherstocheatin

factI'llbeangryiftheycheatedongoodwomen

becauseiknowtheywillteachthem tocheat

thentheywillbehurtbecauseifyoucheaton

anotherpersonlongenoughtheyfindwaysto

adapt.

MrK:Soyoudon'tthinkyourbrotherswillknow?

Rona:Noonewillknow,idon'twantthem to



thinkitsOKtocheat.ThestageI'm inke

tisitswekeChelseasountilawomanbrings

them hereI'llrespectthem andcontinuetobe

anexemplaryperson.

MrK:AndifCarlyfallspregnant?

Rona:Mostwhitewomendon'tjustlet

themselvesfallpregnant,ifyouhaven't

discussedthebabytheyassumethe

responsibilityofpreventingitunlessanduntil

youreachapointofsayinglet'stryforababy.

Theymakesuretherelationshipisreadyfora

childtheydon'tletthemselvesfallpregnantin

thehopesofgrowingtherelationship.(looked

backatthehouseandsteppedback)Wewill

talktomorrow

MrK:Sure..

Ronawalkedbacktothehouseandpassedto

thebedroom whereheleanedoverandkissed



Chelseathenhesatontheedgeofthebed.

Rona:Howareyou?

Chelsea:I'm good

Rona:Howisthehousehelper?Ibroughther

today

Chelsea:Sheisgood,ilikeher..Canwetalk

aboutusandhowwearegoingtoimproveour

communication.

Rona:Canwedoitalittlelater?I'm kindofbusy

Chelsea:Ok,noproblem

HekissedherandwalkedoutasRJwalkedin...

Rona:RJhowwasschool?

Rj:Itwasok



Rona:Seeyoulater,doyouhavehomework?

RJ:Yeah

Rona:WewilldoitwhenIcomeback

HewalkedoutasRJwalkedtothewindowand

watchedhiscardriveoffthenheturnedback

andlookedatChelsea.

RJ:Mamawhoismydad?

Chelsea'sheartskippedasshefrownedlooking

athim...

RJ:Whoismydad?

Chelsea:It'sRona,whatdoyoumean?

RJ:Imeanmyrealdad,theonewhomademe.



Chelsea:It'sRona,whyareyouasking?

RJ:You'realiar

Chelsea:(angrily)Whatdidyousaytome?

RJ:Iwantmyrealfather,youknowhim andyou

bothtookmeawayfrom him eventhoughhe

lovesmemorethanyou.

Chelsea:(angrily)YouthinkRefalovesyou?He

doesn'tloveyou,heknowsyou'rehissonbuthe

doesn'twanttobepartofyourlife.Theonly

childrenhewantsareNatashaandBambino,

thesooneryouacceptthatRonaistheonly

fatheryouhavethebetter.

RJ:Helovesmeandhecan'tbewithme

becauseyoudon'twantmetobewithhim,i

heardhim talkingonthephonesayingifyou

can'ttakecareofmeyoushouldlethim take

me.Iwanttostayhim...

Chelsea:otsaadilomothogoRJandI'm going

tobeatyouwhenifeelbetterbecauseidon't



knowwhereyougettheaudacitytocallmea

liar,I'llbeatyousohardyouwon'topenyour

mouth

RJ:(shoutedandstompedhisfeet)Iwantto

staywithmyfather!

Chelsea:(pickedashoebythebedand

smackedhim onthestomach)Ketagoshimega!

Orutwakeenggonkuelela?Nxla

RJglaredatherastearsfilledhiseyeswithhis

father'sresemblesuntilheblinkedandthetears

droppedthenherubbedthem offandwalked

out..

Chelsea:RJ?Tswelakwano....Rona?

RJwalkedoutandslammedthedoor.Chelsea

stoodbythewindowcallinghim ashewalked



towardsthegate..

Chelsea:(shouted)RJwakae?Heela!Come

backhere...

Hewalkedoutthroughthegate....

Don'tforgettoLiketheinsert,goodnight.

*

*

*

*

*

.

.

.
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InRona'scar....

Aseniorschoolstudentgotinthecarand

closedthedoorsmilingbutRonakeptastraight

faceasheleanedback..

Girl:(smiled)Hey..

Rona:Whydidyouleaveyourshoesatmy

house?

Girl:Iforgotthem

Rona:ItoldyouI'm engagedwhatdidyouwant

mywifetothink?

Girl:I'm sorry

Rona:Takeyourshoesandgonkasekgone



bohrmajoo,

Girl:RonnyI'm sorry

Rona:Takeyourshoesandgetoutofmycar,

now...

Hisphonerangandhelookedather..

Rona:Wantia

Shegrabbedhershoesandsteppedoutclosing

thedoorthenhedroveoffpicking..

Rona:Hello?

Chelsea:RJisstandingatthegatecrying,he

sayshewantshisfather.

Rona:Ok,I'm coming



Chelsea:Arehisrealfatherwhomade,Ican't

believeRJistalkingtomelikethatandhe

calledmealiar.HesaysheoverheardRefa

talkingonthephone.Ifiwasn'tsickI'dbeathim.

Idon'thaveachildwhotalkstomelikethatRJ

wantstobehavelikeRabi'sspoiltbrat.

Rona:Heisprobablyconfused,I'llbethere.

Don'tshoutathim,I'llexplainandmakehim

understand

Chelsea:Ok,bye

HehungupanddialedRefa..

Refa:Yeah

Rona:RJisatthegatecrying,hesayshewants

hisfatherwhomadehim

Refa:What?

Rona:Yeah,soit'sabouttimeweexplained



whatishappening.I'm goingtotakehim and

cometheresowecanbothexplain.

Refa:Explainwhat?Howdidhefindout?

Rona:Overheardyourphoneconversation

Refa:Iwouldn'tknowwhattosaytoachildthat

age

Rona:Relax

Refa:Relax?

Rona:(laughed)Yesrelax,whatthefuck!Itsa

grownassboynotapregnancy.Allyouhaveto

doistalktohim likeasanehumanbeingandhe

willunderstand.Ifhedoesn'tthenwehavea

verybigproblem becauseI'm marryingChelsea

inafewmonths

Refa:Christ!

Hehungupandcontinueddriving....



Attheconstructionsite....

FelaandRotlheapproachedthesiteintheir

colourfulreflectivevestandcapsasthecrane

dingedreversing...

Rotlhe:Thatguyisalwaysstandingaroundnot

working,oberekisababangwe..

Fela:(takingouthisphone)I'llhaveawordwith

him

Rotlhe:Aeno,you'reinsensitive.Idon'twant

youtalkingtoanyoftheworkers.Electricityis

farfrom thissoyoucanenjoyyourfreedom and

letmehandlethis

Fela:Dudesincewhenam iinsensitive?

Rotlhe:Idon'twantboyou'refired



Fela:Youmakeitseem likeI'm

impulsive(laughedanddialedtheprincipal)I'm

goingtograbsomethingtoeat,needanything?

Rotlhe:No,I'm good.I'llbuylateranddrop

sometoRefa'soffice.

Fela:Alright,cool.later

Hegotinthecaranddroveoffasthephone

rang...

Principal:Hello?

Fela:Heyyou,howismygirldoing

Principal:(laughed)Totaoloiwekemang?

Wareongwagatsekae?Kanaongwanake

Fela:(laughed)ongwagatsekaeosiame,o

ngwanakekeenganong?

Principal:(laughedandclosedthefile)You're



myson

Fela:Mommycanibringyoulunch?

Principal:No,I'm aprincipalandeveryone

respectsme

Fela:Aetcool,letmethinkofsomewhere

private...Um..HowisLagoon?

Principal:(laughed)IhaveneverbeentoLagoon,

iheardaboutitandiwanttogobutnotwitha

littleboylikeyou,whatwillpeoplethinkofme?

Fela:Privatetablesarethereforareason

Christina

Principal:(laughed)Heelawena,howdoyou

knowmyname?

Fela:Christinabonaarerianababe..

Principal:Mmh

Fela:I'm callingLagoonandmaking

reservationsthenI'm sendingyouourtable

number.



Principal:FelaI'm-

HehungupanddialedLagoon..

Voice:ThankyouforcallingLagoon,goodday

Fela:Hi,Felahere...Youhaveanicevoiceyou

mustbeverypretty

Voice:(blushed)Thankyousir,mayihelpyou?

Fela:Yeah,iwantaprivatesitting,I'llbetherein

10minutesorso.

Voice:(clickingthecomputer)Justthesitting

oryou'llalsoneedaroom

Fela:Um...I'm notsureabouttheroom yetI'll

letyouknowwhenI'm there,

Voice:Yournameandyourcompanion'sname

please

Fela:FelaBandaandChristinaKa-waitthis



informationiskeptprivateright?Thisanother

man'sproperty.

Voice:(laughed)Ourclient'sprivacyisourfirst

priorityandthefirstnameisfinetooaslong

sheknowsyournamewegood.Wouldyoulike

toplaceanorder?IcanemailorWhatsAppour

menu

Fela:Wewillorderwhenwegetthere.

Voice:Ok,yourtableis23

Fela:Great,thankshey

Voice:You'rewelcome,isthatall?

Fela:Yeah

HehungupanddialedPrincipal..

Her:Helloson?

Fela:(smiledandbitehislowerlip)Youneedto



stopcallingmethat,ourtableisPrivatetable

23

Her:Howwillifinditifitsprivate?

Fela:Tellthem yournameandmakesureto

mentionitsaprivatetablesotheydon'tpointto

theregularrestaurant,theywilltakeyouthere.

Her:I'm onlycomingbecauseI'm hungryandi

lovefood.

Fela:Iloveeatingtoo,ihaveafatlongtongue

andlovetosuck

Her:(laughed)Gatweithelaobuadiomangne

wena

Fela:(laughed)AeChristinathemmakelekago

gochamaakoochamegeolesegontshega.

Her:(laughed)GaorelongfattongueI'm just

thinkingaboutwitchesanddogs...(they

laughedloudly)Ithelaobuaekareotshwerwe

kadibolonyana



Fela:(burstintolaughter)Oraanna

dibolonyana?

Her:(laughedandbabytalkedhim)Sorrypapa

autwa?Boyboy?

Fela:(laughed)gatwewantheng?

Her:Shumbashumba?

Fela:(laughed)Keepcallingmenames,oneis

oneday..

Her:(laughedgettingherkeys)shap

Fela:(Laughed)Shap

Hehungupsmilingwideanddroveoff.

MeanwhileRotlhescoutedtheareawalking

alongthefenceandpausedastwoyoung

womenwalkedbyholdingBiblesand

pamphletstotheirchestchatting...



Rotlhe:Hi

Theyturnedlookingathim andhiseyesstuck

ontheotheronethickchubbyonewitha

youngerlookingface.

Olderone:Dumelang

Rotlhe:Whichchurchdoyougoto?

Olderone:Jehovah'switness

Rotlhe:Nice,ialwayswanttogotochurchbut

thenonSundaysigetlazy.

Olderone:Wecancomeovertoyourhouseand

sharethewordofGodwithyou.Wealwaysgo

aroundsharingwithpeople

Rotlhe:Thatwillbeveryhelpful,canihaveyour

number?



Theolderonegavehim hernumberandtook

histhenhelookedbackatthechubbyinnocent

onequietlystandingattheback.

Rotlhe:Youdidn'tgivemeyours

Olderone:Shedoesn'thaveacellphonebutI'll

callyou

Rotlhe:Areyousisters?Likebloodsisternot

churchthingy

Olderone:(laughed)Sheismyyoungersister

Rotlhe:Great..(backtoher)what'syourname?

Olderone:MynameisSheilahernameisSesha

Rotlhe:Great,nicemeeting.SeeyouSunday

Sheila:Nicemeetingyoutoo

Theyturnedandwalkedawayashestaredat

Seshathenhesighedandwentbacktowork....



AtOarabile'shouse.....

Shawnfixedhistieandleanedoverkissingher

thenhegrabbedhisback..

Shawn:Iloveyou

Oarabile:Iloveyoutoo,bye

Shawn:BythewayNatasha'steachercalled,

apparentlyanotherstudentbulliedherabouther

accentandthingslikethat

Oarabile:Imissedhercall,shemusthave

wantedtotellme

Shawn:Yeah,soI'llpassbyafterthisandfind

outwhat'sgoingon.I'm surprisedshedidn'tsay

anything...

Oarabile:Maybeshedidn'ttakeittoheartor



sheforgot

Shawn:Maybebutweshouldtalktoheraboutit,

bullyingisrealaroundhereandthesadthingis

unlikebackinAfricawherekidsgetcanedthis

one'saretalkedtoandgiventimeoutafter

bullyinganotherstudent.

Oarabile:I'lltalktoher

Shawn:Haveyoureceivedpicturesfrom the

weddingplanner?

Oarabile:Yes,it'sgoingtobeabeautifulday...

Willyoucollectauntieattheairport?

Shawn:Yeah,wetalkedafewhoursago

Oarabile:Great..Bye

HerandownstairswhileOarabileslowlylaid

downthebabyandbreastfedherwhilepressing

herphone.ShesearchedCharitycleaners

Facebookpageandclickedontheposts,atthe



topwasagrouppictureofabout30cleanersall

intheirsmartnavyblueuniform,amongstthem

Charitysmiledinanidenticaluniform.

Caption:CharityCleanersatyourservice,there

isnobosswearejustcleaners.#Berekamosadi

#Breadonthetable#financialfreedom

Sheclickedonthecommentsandfrownedata

commentthathadtaggedCharity'saccount.

Comment:@Charityshem madam CEO

bathong,shouldn'tyoubewearingasuitsitting

onthechairsurroundedbyyouremployees

Charity:(replied) ‚KebobonakaeboCEO,

nnakelecleaneramnyana.

OarabileclickedonherFacebookprofileand



wentthroughhertimeline,alittlegirlsittingon

awheelchaircaughtherattentionandfrom her

knowledgeitlookedlikeshehadcerebralpalsy.

Shesearchedforatraceofthefatherandfound

nomales,justwhatappearedtobefriendsand

family.Shesentherafriendrequestandsent

Refaarequestagain.

AtBandaconstructions...

MeanwhileCharityfinishedcleaningthestuff

toiletswithoneofhercolleaguesandwashed

herhands..

Charity:(squeezingsoap)Thesepeopleare

cleanakere?

Worker:(laughed)Privatecompaniesarethe

best,heishwinatenderingovernmentfacilities



you'llhatebeingacleanerkooreyou'llbreathin

dirt

Charity:(laughed)Butnowadaysthey'regood

too,iwalkedinLetsholathebehospitaltheother

time,it'sforeversparkling.Whoeverisservicing

them isgoodtoo,problem keclinics...

Worker:Yeah

Theygottheircleaninggearandheadedtothe

cleanersrestingareawhereCharitytookouther

phoneandsatdownclickingonhermessages.

Refa:Myofficein30minutes

Charity:(smiledtyping)I'm busysir

Refa:You'refired!

Charity:

Refa: Don'tbelate



Charity: Iwon't

SheloggedintoherFacebookandfound3

friendrequests,2ofwhichsherecognisedand

oneofababyprofile"MmaagweNatasha"she

rolledhereyesandacceptedhercousin’s

request,sheneverunderstoodwhyshewas

alwayscreatingaccounts.

AtRefa'soffice....

MeanwhileRefaputhisphonedownand

rubbedhisfaceasheandRonastoodbeforeRJ

whilehesatonRefa'schair...

Rj:Soit'strueyou'renotmydad?

Rona:No..



Refa:Butyouunderstandwhyheisyourdad

right?Tellmewhatyouunderstandsofar

Rj:Youdidn'tknowaboutmeandhelovedme,

hetookcareofmeandbecamemydadthen

whenyoufoundoutiwasalreadyhisbabyand

youdidn'twanttoconfuseme.

Refa:Exactly

Rona:Butyoucanchoosewhoyouwanttobe

yourdad,I'm finewitheverythinguncleordadis

fine

Rj:(thoughtfullysmiled)Ican'tcallyouuncle..

(theylaughed)Itwillbeawkward

Rona:(laughed)No,tryit..Let'ssee

RJ:(laughed)UncleRe-rona(theylaughed)I'm

usedtodadanduncleRefa

Refa:(laughed)Solet'ssticktowhatweare

usedto...

RJ:(laughed)Ok



Refa:(lookedathiswatchforthe100thtime)

Sonomoretantrumsright?

Rj:Nope

Rona:Ifyouwanttovisituncleyouasknicely

Rj:Ok...

Rona:Aregoingsomewhere?Youkeep

checkingthetime

Refa:No,I'm justaround

Rona:Alright,let'sgohomeRj.Uncleisstill

working..

RefaglancedathistimeasRonaputhisarm

aroundRJandwalkedout..

Rona:Didyousubmitanothertender

application?

Refa:Yeah,andapparentlytheyhavestarted



respondingtocompaniesonthatothertender

Rona:I'm nothopefulonthatone,toomuch

competitionpluswehavethisprojectsothat

mightgetusdisqualified

Refa:Isubmittedinmycompanyname,Four

brothersconstructions,I'm takingchances

Rona:Tendersareagambleyouneverknow

Refa:Yeah,shap

Ronawalkedoutwithhisarm aroundRJasthey

chattedwalkingpastacleanerwholooked

downpassingby.

Cleaner:Dumelang...

Rona:Hello

Ronalookedbackathersuspiciouslythenhe



continuedwalkingaway.

AtRefa'soffice...

MeanwhileRefatookoffhisjacketandhungit

aroundhischairasCharityglancedbackto

makesurethecoastwasclearthensheopened

andwalkedin,Refasmiledandwalkedoverto

herputtinghisarmsaroundherandkissingher

beforeclosingthedoorandputtingheronthe

table...

Refa:(softly)Hey...

Charity:(smiled)Hey...

Refa:Kanakepalelwakegotheogelaknowing

you'reinthebuilding..Ican'tstopthinking

aboutyourlastvisit,ihadfun...Abutimlilo

Charity:(laughed)Iknewyou'dmakefunofme



mxm

Refa:Abutimlilolamalanga

Charity:(laughed)Itsoundedlikethat...

Hestoppedsmilinglookinginhereyesasshe

lookedupathim,hereachedforhercheekand

slowlyleanedinastheybothclosedtheireyes

kissing.ThedooropenedandRonasteppedin,

Refasteppedbackshamefullylickinghislips

andturningawayrubbinghismouth,Charityslid

offthetableandpulleddownhercleaner's

uniform.

Rona:Getbacktowork

CharitywalkedoutlookingdownthenRona

closedthedoor,Refaturnedaroundwithhis

otherhandinthepocket...



Refa:Okit's-

Rona:Whatareyoudoing?Really?Intheoffice

withacleaner?aren'tthesepeoplesupposedto

respectus.

Refa:Thesepeople?

Rona:Yesthesepeople,yourjuniors...What

exampleareyousetting?Youcan'tdothis.We

havecompanyrulesandregulations,weagreed

andsignedeverythinggorewedon'tsleepwith

ouremployeesfailuretodosoresultsin

demotion.Refaiworkedhardforthiscompany,

I'm notgoingtoletyoudragitinthemudlike

that..

Refa:It'snotgoingtohappenagain,itwasjust

aspareofthemoment.

Rona:Shouldweterminateourcontractwith

thecompanysheworksforomaybeishould

reporthertohersupervisor



Refa:Thereisnoneedtodothat,don'tworry

aboutit.Iwasjusttryingtotakeadvantageof

thesituationwhichiswrong.I'm sorry

Rona:Idon'twantdramaintheoffice,I'm

talkingtoherboss

Refa:Thereisnoneedforthat,Iwastryingto

getaquickyandidon'tevenknowhername.

Sheobviouslydoesn'twanttoloseherjobthat's

whyshedidwhatitoldhertodo.It'snother

fault,itookadvantageofher,letitslide..

Rona:Fine,keepitzipped.Employeesareoff

limits

Refa:Clear

Heclosedthedoorandwalkedout,Refatooka

deepbreathandsighed.MeanwhileRona

walkedtowardsthe.Cleanerssittingareaand

summonedCharitywhoquicklyhurriedover

andstoodinfrontofhim barelyabletokeepan



eyecontact.

Rona:Listenandunderstandmeclearly

becauseiwillnotrepeatmyself.Idon'twant

youinmybrother'sofficeandififindoutyou're

seducinghim I'm goingtohaveyoufired.Iwill

nottoleratesuchindisciplineinthiscompany,

considerthisawarning.I'llhavemyassisttype

youtheanofficialwarningandgiveittoyour

bosstomorrowmorning.

Charity:(lookingdown)Iunderstand,I'm sorry.

Rona:Youcango...

Hewalkedawaythenshetookaseatherheart

pounding....

*

*

*



*

.

.
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AtRefa'sOffice...

Refawatchedfrom hisofficeasRonawalked

awaythenhedialedhernumber...

Charity:Hello?Youshouldn'tbecallingme

Refa:Sorryaboutthat,areng?

Charity:Heisgoingtogivemeanofficial

warningtomorrowandishouldn'tseducehis

littlebrother



Charity:Don'tstopseducingmeilikeit(they

laughed)OnaseriousnoteI'm sorryaboutthat

anddon'ttakeoffenceinwhateverhesaid.He

isjustbeingabigbrotherandI'm surebynow

hethinksI'm thinkingwithmydicksohejust

wanttomakesurethingsgetdoneaccordingly.

Charity:Itotallyunderstand,heisthebig

brotherandweshouldn'tevenbedoingthings

likethatintheoffice.It'sunprofessionaland

peoplemightthinkI'm seducingyouwhen

you'refollowingmearoundlikeapuppy

Refa:(laughed)Thereisabonebetweenyour

legs,howcaninot?

Charity:(laughed)Whatever,andyoushould

findtimetoapologisetoyourbrotherand

assurehim itwon'thappenagain.Partnership

blossomswhenthereismutualunderstanding

andconfidence.

Refa:True,I'lldefinitelydothat....Aboutthe



warning

Charity:Don'tworryaboutit,I'llhandleit.Asa

manageritotallyunderstandhisconcernand

heisright.Iknowhowtohandleit.(laughed)

Anditseemshealsodoesn'tknowwhoiam?

(laughed)youguysaresoignorant.

Refa:(laughed)Buthowarewesupposedto

know?

Charity:(laughed)Iunderstand,CEOsand

COOshardlylookatcleanersfaces,allyousee

isabroom andamop...(theybothlaughed)

kanalewenaoneosankitsehannekesabuale

wenakagonnaoskipperdimeal,thatwasthe

firsttimeyoureallylookedatmeandiactually

sawyourpupils.

Refa:(laughed)Butit'snotignorance,wehave

busyschedulessowearealwaysdoing

something

Charity:Iknowallmyemployeesand



understandtheirpersonalities.Youshouldn't

justpasspeoplewithahi,youshouldstopand

smile,dothesmalltalkbeforedrivingoffinthat

Audikanabathobagotshababareobogale

Refa:(laughedindisbelief)Really?That'sso

interesting.Ididn’tknowthat

Charity:(sighed)Yeah..

Refa:I'lltrypayingmoreattentionwhenigreet

people....So...dinnertonightagain?

Charity:Definitely.

Refa:Seeyoulater

Charity:Bye...Um...Bytheway...(blushing)I

lovethewayyourespectyourbigbrother...

(smiled)Itwasreallycutehowyouquicklylet

goofmeandturnedaway,ihaveseenyouguys

workingtogether.I'm flatteredbytheamountof

respectyouhaveforhim,infactyouguysseem

toknowabouthierarchy.Inoticedthatthe

youngeronesalsorespectyoutoo.Youguys



arecute,iwishihadthatbondwithmysister

Refa:You'renotclose?

Charity:Well...Wewereuntilshefellpregnant,

herdaughterhascerebralpalsyandshedidn't

takecareofherproperly.Sheleftherin

people'shomesandshewasabused.Thereisa

charityhomeownedbysomewhitepeople.

Theytookgoodcareofherandevenwantedto

givehertothisotherfamily,mysistercouldn't

waittogiveupherparentalrightsbutitoldher

notto.Bytheniwasstruggling,iwasacleaner

andicouldn'ttakecareofhersowegotintoa

bigargumentaboutherdaughter,sheendedup

leavingherwithmesayingsinceIdon'twant

hertobeadoptedishouldtakecareofher.

That'showistartedmycompanysoicould

supporther.I'm sorryiliedsayingsheisin

schoolsheisactuallyjustaroundenjoyingher

youth.Justthatit'shardtobehonestabout

embarrassingthingsonyourfirstdate.



Refa:Iunderstand,ialsoliedaboutthenumber

ofmykids,they're3.ThatlittleboyRJismine.

Chelseawasanimpulsiveactonmyside,itwas

aroughnightandiusedacondom butit

bursted.Sheandmybrotherhitoffandended

upraisingmyboy.

Charity:(laughed)Helookslikeyou,youhave

stronggenes...Heevensmileslikeyou

Refa:Thanks...

Theybothtookdeepbreathandsighedwith

smiles..

Refa:Sowhatshouldicookforyoutonight?I'm

reallyenjoyingseeingyoueveryday,ialways

lookforwardtoseeingyou.

Charity:Howabouticookforyouatmyhouse

tonight?



Refa:Sweet,thankyou

Charity:Bye

Hehungupandsmiledbitinghislip..

AtRona'soffice...

MeanwhileRona'sassistantwalkedinasRona

pickedsomeofhisfiles...

Rona:(handedheranote)Canyoupassthatto

HRoffice,iwantoneofthesecleanersserved

withawarningletter

Assistant:(readthenote)Youdidn'twritethe

nameofthecleaner

Rona:Idon'tknowhername,theshortonewho

isalwayswearingaheadwrap,kemoZCCor



something.

Assistant:Charity?GasemoZCC,shejustlikes

coveringherhair.Kediweavesunderneath.If

youmetheratthemallyou'llnotbelieveyour

eyes

Rona:Eneyooee

Assistant:Andsheistheownerof-

Rona:Handthisfilestomybrother

Assistant:Whichone?

Rona:Rotlhe,heisnotinsojustdropthem in

hisoffice.

Assistant:Thankyou

Shequicklywalkedout....

AtLagoon...



MeanwhileFelasmiledandsippedhisbeeras

theprincipalapproachedwithawaitress,he

stoodupandpulledbackthechairforheras

shesatdownthenhetookthemenusfrom the

waitressandsatdown...

Fela:Giveus3minutes

Waitress:Ok

ShewalkedawayandFelasighedlookingather

assheshylylookedaway.

Fela:Thanksforcoming,(smiled)Buajaakane

obuamofouningkgantele,wareithelakebua

ekareng?

Principal:(laughed)Itwasn'tme.

Fela:(laughed)Doyouknowwhatyouwantto

eat?



Theybothlookedatthemenuandmadeorders,

whilewaitingforfoodthewaitressrefilledhis

glassandbroughtheradrinkbeforewalking

away.

Principal:I'm amarriedwomanFeladoyou

understandthat?

Fela:Andirespectthattoo

Principal:Ihadtimetolookatyourbusiness

card,weareneighbourswithyourbigbrother

andheisagoodfriendofmyhusband.

Fela:Perfect,wheneverhevisitsmybrotherI'll

excusemyselfforatoiletandruntoyoufora

stolenkiss.

Principal:(laughed)StopplayingI'm serious

Fela:I'm anadultandiknowwhatmarriageis,i

knoweverymanwillkillforhiswoman



especiallyhiswifewhom hegonethroughthe

stressofmarryinginfrontofhundredsof

people.Don'tworryaboutthatI'm justhereto

havefunwithyounotwreckyourmarriage

Principal:Ihopeso...

Thewaitressbroughtthefoodandtheybegun

eating..

Fela:YouseeI'm adecentguy,ijustwantedto

eatwithyounotjumponyouandsexyou.I'm a

goodguy

Principal:(laughed)Wena?

Fela:I'm agood,thiswasjustasimplemeal

withafriend.

Principal:(eating)Thankyou,you'renotbad.I

thoughtyou'llstarttouchingmeandacting

crazy



Fela:I'm nevergonnatouchyouyou,whyon

earthwouldidothattoyou?

Theybothlaughedandcontinuedeatingashis

phonerang..

Fela:Hello?

Rotlhe:Youwon'tbelievewhathappenedthis

morning.Sothesetwogirlspassedbyneh,and

itooktheirnumberright,I'm eyingthelittle

sister....Shehasthispureangelicfacethat

screams"I'm Rotlhe'sgirlfriend"buteverytimeI

trytostrikeaconversationwithherthebigger

sisterissodamnprotective.Tocutthestory

short...laterwetalkedaboutmeeting,ithought

shewillbringmygirlfriendbutnooshecomes

with2brotherstopreachforme,youshould

haveseenmyboredface....

Fela:Oook-and?



Rotlhe:Well...PlanB,nowwehavetogoto

churchonSundaybecauseiwanttoseethat

girlagain,shedoesn'tevenhaveacellphone

whichmeansiactuallyhavetoattendchurch

untilifindawaytotalktoherwithoutlooking

likeacreep,hopefullywecangivethem aride

andgetcloserfrom there....

Fela:I'm notgoingtochurch,ihaveplans

Rotlhe:Cancelthem,thisisimportant.

Fela:NiggaI'm notachurchperson,(turned

awayandloweredhisvoice)I'm afuckedup

sinnerandI'm goingtohell,I'llprobablycatch

fireifiwalkinchurch.

Rotlhe:I'llbringyouafireextinguisherifihave

to,we'regoingtochurch.

Fela:(sighed)Wewilltalkaboutthislater,I'm

havingdinnerwithadearfriendofmine

Rotlhe:(gasped)Theprincipal?Youfuckedup

littlewhore!



Fela:(calmly)Bye

Heflashedasmileandcontinuedeating...

AtOarabile'sHouse...

MeanwhileOarabileopenedShawn'soffice

doorandslowlywalkedinasthemarriage

counsellorwalkedin..

Him:I'm sosorryforthetrouble,iunderstand

yougavebirthafewdaysago

Oarabile:YeahbutI'm onpainmedication,

ShawnmakessureI'm onitsoidon'tcomplain

aboutthepain.

Him:Great..

Oarabile:Haveaseat,heisstillstuckintraffic



from theairport,hewascollectingmyaunt..

Theysatdownashetookouthisbook..

Him:Sohowarethepreparationsgoing?

Oarabile:Aboutthat..Canwetalkoffrecord?

Him:Sure

Oarabile:Ibeengoingthroughalotof

emotionslately,beforeimetShawntherewas

thismaniwasseeing-Mybabydaddy.

Him:Ok

Oarabile:Hecheatedonmewithmycousins,i

forgavehim thefirsttimebutthesecondtimei

couldn't.Hecriedsobad,icouldseeheisa

changedmanbutthefearofgettinghurtagain

heldmebackthenimetShawn.Heisexcellent

andicouldn'tbemorehappierbutsometimes

wheniseethisotherguyactingresponsiblei



getsoconvincedthatheisexactlywhati

wantedhim tobe,hewaitedformebuthe

recentlygivenuponmewhenihadShawn's

baby.Hesoundsreallyhappyaboutthisnew

relationshiphewantstostartwithanother

woman.Idon'tknowwhybutI'm jealousofher,

partofmefeelslikesheisreapingthefruitsof

mylabour.Imadehim whatheis,thisdoesn't

meanidon'tloveShawnbutisometimesthink

whatif10yearslaterShawnchanges,orwe

divorceandicouldn'tjustforgiveRefa..That's

hisname.Pleasedon'tjudgeme,I'm being

honestbecauseigetsoemotionaloverthis

Him:You'reright,youmadehim whatheis...

Refaisagoodmanbecausehenowknows

cheatingcancostyouawholefamilyandyou'll

losethatwomantoamuchbetterman.That's

whatchangedhim notthathefinallyknows

cheatingiswrong,thathelongknewanddidit

anyways.Ifyoutakehim back,you'reshowing



him thatcheatingissomethingthatcanbe

talkedover,thisiswhycheaterswillalways

cheatbecausetheygetforgivenanddon'tlose

anything.Iknowit'ssadtoseeanotherwoman

eatingthefruitsofyourlabourbutyoujusthave

tothinkandwonderwhyShawnisagoodguy

too.Anotherwomanprobablyshapedhim,his

exstaughthim oneortwothings.It'snaturalto

feelabitjealousaboutanexyoudumpedwhile

lovewasthere,youseehim inhischildrenevery

dayforChristsakebutdon'tletitconsumeyou.

Beproudthatyoutaughthim alessonand

moveon..Wheredoyouseehisrelationship

withtheotherwoman?Ihopeyouhaven't

befriendedheronsocialmedia,you'recalling

fordepression.Socialmediaissupposedto

bringfunintoyourlife,ifhavethatonefriend

whom whentheypostsomethingisbringsyou

downunfriendthem.Refaisanexandyeahif

thereareissueslikethisunfriendhim too.This

isforyourpeaceofmind.



Oarabiletookoutherphoneandunfriended

CharitythenRefaandhisbrothersandcousins.

Him:Somepeoplearenotmeanttostayinyour

life,they'retheretoteachyoualessonandgo.

Everytimeyouthinkabouttakingbacka

cheatingpartnerrememberthattheyarewho

they'rebecauseofthedecisionyoutook,ifyou

reverseityou'reteachingthem thatcheating

canbeforgiven.Eachtimeyoufeelthatdoubt

inyourdecision,thatloveforhim remember

lovealoneisn'tenoughandrememberexactly

howyoufeltthedayyoufoundoutaboutthat

cheating.Rememberthatpaininyourheartand

askyourselfthis...(softlyandslowly)Ishe

worththerisk?

Oarabile:(smiled)Thankyou...Wow...Itwas

reallynicetalkingtosomeoneaboutthis.



Him:Anytime..

Thechildrenscreamedinexcitement

downstairsasShawnandGrannywalkedin...

AtChelsea'sHouse...

MeanwhilethehousehelperhandedChelseaa

plateoffoodandwalkedout,sheplacedthe

foodontheheadboardandthoughtfullylaidher

headdownholdinganecklacethenshe

searchedCarlyonhisfriendlistsenthera

message.

Chelsea:(tookapictureofthenecklace)Hi,I'm

sorryfortextingyouthoughwearenotfriends,

pleaseignoremymessageifyoufindoffencein

it.Ijustwantedtoletyouknowthatifoundthis



necklaceinthehouse.Ijustthoughtishould

giveitbackinsteadofthrowingitaway.

Carly:It'snotmine

Chelsea:Oh,ok.Thankyou

Carly:I'm sorryaboutyourbaby,ihopebeing

therebringsyoualltheclosureyouneed.

Chelsea:Thankyou,bye...

Guiltstrickenshetypedanothermessage"I'm

sorryyouandRonaneverworkedout.Thank

youforbeingsounderstandingandtalkingto

mecalmly."

Chelsea:(talkingtoherself)No,sooclingy..

Shedeletedthemessage...



AtCharity'sHouse...

LaterthateveningRefaparkedbetween

Charity'scarandawhitequantum brandedwith

hercleaningcompany'slogo.

Hesteppedoutandlookedatherpeach

gamazinedcastlewithbeautifulflowerson

eachsideofthepathway.

Helockedthecarandwalkedtowardsthedoor

assheopenedsmilinginhersimpledress.

Refa:Wow....Yourhouseisbeautiful,andthat

quantum?

Charity:Idropofftheworkerswithit,someof

them stayfarandbeingcleanerstheydon't

makemuchbutotaithelaelegoretheyhavea



lotofchildrentosupportsoigotthatandthey

eachpayP100permonthforfuelsoicandrop

them offinsteadhiringataxiforP4500rP500

permonth.Ialsouseitfortransportationofour

equipment.IhopeonedayI'llaffordavanfor

tha-

Heleanedoverandkissedherthenheleaned

backandlookedinhereyessmiling...

Refa:Iloveyou...Yourbrilliancemakesyou

moreattractiveandithinkineedawomanof

yourthinkingbymyside.Iknowit'stooearlyto

saythisbutiloveyou,youdon'thavetoloveme

backjustknowthatiloveyou

Charity:(laughed)Iloveyoutoo...comein..

Shegothishandandleadhim tothekitchen...



Refa:Andibroughtafewthingsinthecar

Charity:Wewillgetthem later

Refa:Whereisyoursister'sdaughter?

Charity:Sheissleepingoveratmyaunthouse,

thoughtitcouldbejustustonightandyoucan

meetherwhenyouvisitagain

Refa:Soundsgood...

Theywalkedinthekitchenwhereshepicked

soupwithabigspoonandblewoveritcooling

itthenshefedhim,heswallowedandlickedhis

lips...

Refa:It'sgood...

Charity:YourHRcalledmejustbeforeknockoff

timeandtoldmetopassbytheofficeinthe



morning.

Refa:(sighed)Thewarningletter...

Charity:Yesbutdon'tworryaboutit...Itsjusta

warningbesidesithinkishouldnowswitch

withsomeone

Refa:Soundslikeaplan...Comehere..

Hepulledheroverwithhisarm aroundher

waistandpulledherneckoverasheleaned

overkissingher,therewasaknockonthedoor

thenshewalkedoverandslightlymovedthe

curtainslookingoutthroughthewindow.

*

*

Pleaselikeinsert,enjoyyourweekend.

*

*



*

.

.
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AtCharity'sHouse...

Refahoppedonthecounterandpressedhis

phonewaitingforCharity,about10minutes

passedwhilehewasonthephonethenhe

pausedandfrowned...

Refa:Charity?!

Hehoppeddownandslidhisphoneinthe

pocketashewalkedtothelivingroom where



Charityclosedthedoorholdingherpurseand

wipedhereyes.

Confusedhepacedupandturnedheraround

holdingbothofhershouldersasshequickly

blinkedgettingridofhertears...

Refa:Areyouok?

Charity:(smiled)Yeah,I'm fine..

Refa:Youlooklikeyouwerecrying...

Heopenedthedoorandlookedoutsidebut

therewasnoonethenheturnedbacktoheras

shezippedherpurseandsatonthecouch

rubbingherface.

Refasatnexttoherandheldherhandslooking



ather...

Refa:Soyou'regoingtospoilourdinnerby

tellingmeyou'refinewhenicanseeyou'renot

fine?Whowasknockingatthedoor?

Charity:Doyoumindifitellyouaboutit

tomorrow?

Refa:Soyoucanhavetimetoweavemorelies?

No.TellmenoworelseI'm leaving.I'm getting

intothisrelationshipwitheverypartofmybody

ineedtoknowyou'rewillingtodothesameor

itsbestwejuststopthisnowbeforeweboth

getattached.

Charitylookedinhiseyesandtearsfilledher

eyesthensherubbedhereyesandsniffled...

Charity:Idon'twanttoloseyou.Westartedso



greatidon'twanttodestroythis

Refa:You'renotgoingtolosemebytellingme

thetruth,tellmenowsoitdoesn'tbecome

aboutme,ifI'm toldlateronI'llnottrustyou,

trustmeonthisone.

Charity:(sighed)Ok,I'm amarriedwoman.

Refa'sfacedroppedasheslowlyletgoofher

handandstoodup,hetookadeepbreathand

puthishandsoverhisfacewhileshesatonthe

couch.

Refa:(groaned)God,fuck...

Heturnedaroundandheldhiswaistlookingat

herdisbelief..



Refa:Whereisyourring?

Charity:Itookitoffyearsago,youseei.....i

usedtogotochurchalotandtherewasaman

whosaidhewantedtomarrymebuthewasn't

working,noneofuswereworkingsothechurch

marriedus.Ionlygotmarriedbecauseofthe

pressureinchurchtotaneesekgangyamarato

andihadneverdatedhim beforeorevenhad

sex.Ifyoudon'tattendthesechurchesyou

wouldn'tunderstandthepressure...igotmarried

toamanididn’tknowbecauseiwassodeep

intothepreachingandibelievedinwhatthe

Churchsaid.

Refa:Didheevenpaymagaditoyourparents?

Charity:No,thepastortriedtoconvincemy

parentsthatGodgavehim avisionthatwe

shouldmarrywithoutmagadi.Itwaschaos,my

parentsdidn'tagreetothatandtheytoldmeto

goandstaywiththatpastorsinceheismy

father.Iwassodeepintothischurchandi



believedmyparentswerebeingusedbysatan,

thechurchtookmeandletmestayinchurch.

Thereisaoneroom inthechurchyardwhere

theyputthingsasastoreroom.Istayedthere

untilthechurchorganisedourweddingand

blessedus.

Refasatonthecouchoppositeherandrested

hischinlookingatherasshespokerubbingher

tears..

Charity:Aftertheweddingimovedintoaroom

thismanwasrenting,wesurvivedkadipiece

jobsandhewantedababy.Ididn’twantto

bringachildintosuchpovertysoicontinued

takingContraceptiveswithouthisknowledge.

Hethoughtiwasinfertileandstartedbeating

me,hecamehomelateandsleptout,hehad3

childrenwith3differentwomenandthechurch



prayedforhim,iwastoldtowaitforhim tosee

thelight.Overtimeijustgottiredofprayingfor

someonewhodidn'tcareaboutme,hestarted

drinkingandgivingmebruises,wheneveritold

thepastorheprayedforusandaskedmeto

fastforhim.Uh...Itwaspointlesstobehonest

soonedayipackedmybagandlefthishouse.I

foundajobasacleanerandrentedaoneroom.

Aftersometimeithoughtofopeninga

companyandthat'showCharitycleanerswas

registered.Iwonatenderwiththegovernment

andhiredmorecleaners.Themoretendersare

wonthemoremoneyimadesoiboughtthis

plotandbuiltthishouse,boughttwocarsandi

staywithmysister'sdaughterforcompany.I

beenafraidtodatebecauseofthissituationbut

withyoui...Icouldn'tresist...I'm sorry.

Hestoodupandpulledherhanduphuggingher

asshecriedonhisshoulder...



Refa:I'm sorry,sothatwashim?

Charity:Yes,everymonthhemakesmegive

him P1500foreachofhischildrenbecausehe

saysit'sourchildrensincewearemarried,

sometimeshecomesunexpectedlikethisand

askformoneysohecouldgoanddrink..

Refa:Whydon'tyoujustdivorcethispieceof

shit?

Tearsfilledhereyesagainassheshookher

head..

Charity:Wegotmarriedincommunityof

propertysoheisgoingtogethalfofmythings

ifidivorcehim andheismoneyhungry.He

usesmymoneytopaychildsupportforhis

children.Iworkedhardtobewhereiam andhe



didn'thelpmewithanything.Hewillgetmycar

andmyhousewillbesold.I'lllosemycompany

toobutitstheonlythingihave.

Refawipedthetearsoffhereyesandpulledher

overhischestrubbingherback...

Refa:I'm sorryandthanksforlettingmeknow,

atleastnowI'm awareofwhat'sgoingon...

Charity:Soyoudon'tmind?

Refa:(lookedinhereyesandkissedher)No,i

don't...I'm givingthisrelationshipatryand

noneofourexsisgoingtostopus..

Hetouchedhercheekandleanedoverkissing

hersoftly,helaidheronthecouchandkissed

herashishandslidunderanddraggedouther

panties...



***

Meanwhileashortdistancefrom thegatethe

husbandpausedthoughtfully,hewassurehe

foundanewcaranditwasawkwardhowshe

blockedthedoorandpaidhim doublewhathe

demanded.

Hewalkedbackandstoppedatthethreecars

lookingattheunfamiliarAudi,heleanedinand

lookedinsidethroughtheglass..Aslim suit

jackethadbeenhungonthedriversseatand

therewasfewfilesonthepassengerseat.

Heshookhisheadandtookouthisphone

approachingthedoor..



***

InsidethehouseRefapulledouthist-shirtand

leanedoverkissingherasshecaressedhis

chest.Thedooropenedandthehusbandtook

picturesofRefaasheturnedhisheadlooking

athim stilllyingontopofhiswife,Charity

grabbedthecushionandblockedherselfas

Refapulleduphispantsandzippedup..

Husband:(pointedatRefa)I'm goingtosueyou

anddivorceyouwena(pointedatCharity),I'm

gettingthatquantum andthecompany.I'm

goingtoshowthistothecourtasevidencethat

youwreckedourmarriage.

Refa:Deletethosepicturesorelse

Husband:Orelsewhatcheeseboy?Youcan



affordAudisurelyyoucanpaymeforsleeping

withmywife!Otaanyelaautie-akaautwa?

(angrily)waaitsegoreorobetsemogamele

mosadiwame?

Charity:Idon'tstaywithyou!Okilewarobala

montungehetang1room wena?

Husband:Otogaoithotelagolekanawena,wa

intebatsa?

HeangrilychargedatherandRefablockedhis

onthewayastheybumpedonthedoorand

slippedonthefloor,thetallheavyhusbandand

Refarolledonthefloorandhetookoutaknife

sittingontop,Refagrabbedhishandjustbefore

hecouldplungeitonhiseye,boththeirhands

shook,veinserectedastheybittheirlipsboth

holdingaknifeasitslowlyslicedthroughRefa's

hand,BlooddroppedonRefalipswhilehebit

hislowerlipholdingtryingtopushtheknife



awayfrom hisface....

*

*

*

*

*

.
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AtCharity'sHouse...

Refamovedhisheadandtheknifestuckonthe

carpet,heheadedthehusbandandtheyrolled



againonthefloorashisphoneslidonthefloor.

MeanwhileCharitygrabbedthemeatpotfrom

theburningstoveandranover...

Charity:(panting)StopitorI'm goingtoburn

youwiththis...

TheybothturnedasRefagotontop,the

husbandstoppedandputhishandsup.Refalet

goofhim andstoodupthenhesteppedback

asCharityputthepotdownandpickedhis

phonebeforegettingthepotagain.

Charity:Getoutofmyhouse.I'm keepingthis

phone.Youboughtitwithmymoneyanyways.



Hegotupandpickedhisknifeonhiswayout,

shequicklylockedthedoorandwentbackto

thekitchenwheresheputthepotdownand

leanedagainstthecountercryingandshaking.

Refawalkedinthebathroom andwashedhis

cutthenhesatinthecarrollingabandageover

hiscut,Charitywalkedoverandstoodbythe

doorlookingathim...

Charity:I'm sorry..

Refa:(bandaginghishand)That'swhat

happenswhenyoukeepimportantinformation

from someone..(angrilyturned)howcanyoulet

mecometoyourhouseknowingyougotthis

situation?Youliterallywatchedmestepona

landmine,knowingyourhusband'scharacter

didn'tyouthinkitwasimportantformetoknow?

Isthatlittlegirlwithcerebralpalsyevenyour



nieceoryourdaughter?

Charity:(tearfully)Sheismyniece,iwould

neverdenymyownchild,I'm reallysorrythat

youdon'ttrustmeanymore.Iwantedtotellyou

thatdaywhenyoutookmeonadateya

seafoodbutthingsdidn'tgoaccordingtoplan.

Afterthatilikedyouandtheniwasafraidyou

wouldleaveme.Ijustwantedtospendtime

withyoubeforeyouleftmewhenyoufoundout.

Refa:Diditcrossyourmindthatimightactually

helpyouandnotleave?whyshouldistaywith

younowknowingyoualwayshavesomething

upyoursleeves?Iwasokwiththisuntilifound

outhowviolentthisguyis,knowingallthese

youdraggedmeinyourhouse?Withoutevena

warning?ReallyCharity?Whatelseareyou

hiding?

Charity:(tearfully)That'sall



Heshookhisheadanddroveoffasatearran

downCharity'scheek,sherubbeditoffand

walkedbackinthehouse...

AtKaene'shouse...

LaterthatnightKaeneopenedthedoorin

shortsandRefawalkedin..

Refa:Borrowmeyourfirstaidboxhoo

Kaene:Whathappenedtoyourhand?

Refa:(pausedandlookedathim)Firstaidbox!

Kaenebroughtitoverandstoodbywatching

Refatreathiscutandcloseit...

Kaene:What'sgoingon?



Refa:Icutmyselfwhileslicingsomevegetables

Kaene:Howcomeidon'tbelieveyou?

Refa:IhadafightwithCharity'shusband

Kaene:Charitythecleaneryouweretalking

aboutdaysago?Sheismarried?

Boagowalkedoutwrappingherselfwithatowel,

Refalookedatherandbackathim.

Refa:Ihavetogo,wewilltalktomorrow.

Kaene:Ok,shap

Heclosedthedoorandwalkedout..

AtOarabile'shouse...



MeanwhileOarabilewokeupandreachedfor

herphone...

Boago:Heycousie,Refawasjusthere.

Apparentlythatgirlyouaskedmeaboutisa

marriedwoman.Refaevenhadafightwithhim.

Ithinktheybrokeup,helooksreallystressed.I

thinkheisstragglingtofindawomanlikeyou,

shem.5yearsmothoasabonemosadi.

Oarabile:I'm gettingmarriedinfivemonthsand

iwouldappreciateitifwestoppedtalkingabout

Refa.

Boago:Iwasjustsaying,iknowyoudon'tlove

him.Keraahela

Oarabile:Iunderstandlove,it'sok.Ijustdon't

wanttoseeanythingorhearanythingabout

him soicanmoveoninpeace.

Boago:Goodmove



Sheputherphonedownandpinnedherelbow

onthepillowlookingatShawnwhilehelaid

asleepwithhislipspartlyopen,shestaredat

him untilateardropped,sherubbeditoffand

laiddown.StillasleepShawnchewedhisteeth

andmovedcloserputtinghisarm around..

Shawn:(asleep)Let'stakethekidstothebeach,

Bambinolovesplayingonthesand

Oarabile:When?

Shawn:(asleep)they'recoming,they'recoming

withmachete...Hide,I'lldistractthem...Hide

Rabi,takethekids.Iloveyou.

Oarabileshookhim andhesnappedoutofit,he

satupandrubbedhisface...



Oarabile:Youweretalkinginyoursleep

Shawn:(rubbedhiseyes)I'm sorryiwokeyou

Oarabile:It'sok..

Hewalkedinthebathroom andwashedhisface

thenhepoppedhispillsanddrunk,heplaced

theorangepillcontainerbackintheshelfand

walkedout...

AtRefa'sHouse...

LaterthatnightRefaswitchedoffthelightsand

gotinbesashisphonerang...

Refa:Hello?

Charity:Didiwakeyou?

Refa:No,whatdoyouwant?



Charity:IwantyoutoknowthatI'm sorry,when

istartedthiscompanyididn’tknowitwillbe

somethingsobig.Kemothoyokegodilengke

inyatsaandithoughtitwillcollapseontheway,

ihavewaitedforsolongtofindagoodman

andI'm notgoingtoloseyouforthefearof

materialthings.Iwantyoutopromisemethat

youwillwaitformeuntilI'm done.I'm goingto

letthecourtdecidewhat'sright,ican'ttransfer

mypropertytoanyone'snamebecauseiwillbe

breakingthelaw.Ican'tbearrestedforfraud

bathongthenI'llneverwintenderswiththe

governmentandthat'swherethebigmoneyis.I

don'twanttobringdramainyourlifewithmy

problems,youwerejustrecoveringfrom

whateverthatmadeyoudrinkandskipmeals.I

wanttobethekindofawomanthatgivesher

maninnerpeacenotwhatididtoyoutonight...

I'm ashamedofmyselfandihopeidon'tlose

youoverthisbecausethisisthefirsttimeI'm

feelingthewayidoaboutaman.Forthefirst



timeI'm notreallyafraidtolosemyproperty

justtogetthefeelingigotwhenyouhuggedme

from behindthatnightsingingumliloovermy

neck.Atmyageihavenevermetamanwho

didsuchthingsforme,everythingyoudofor

meihaveneverexperienced...(tearfully)Ican

affordtodatemyselfbutitwouldn'tbesameas

whatyoudid,iknowigotsickthatnightbuti

feltsoimportant,ifeltlikeI'm inaromantic

movieespeciallybecausetherestaurantwas

fullofseriouspeople...(Refalaughed)Iwant

moreofthatfeeling.AllI'm askingfortonightis

willyouwaitformetodivorce?

Hesmiledthoughtfullylookingathisbandaged

handashelaidonhisbackinthemild

darkness...

Refa:Ihaven'tbeenwithawomanforover5



years,idon'tknowifI'llresityouduringthis

processbutI'lltry

Charity:Ihaven'thadsexin7years...Itwas

nothinguntilImetmybossMrBanda,hehas

nevergivenmeachancetoeventouchitbuti

haveseenhisprint...That'sI'llbethinkingabout

incourt(theylaughed)I'llbelikejudgeplease

pouncemesingleandgivememysharebefore

banyanabaMaubatsaamonnawam

Refalaughedandputhisfootoverhisknee

lyingonhisbackplayingwithhissoftdick..

Refa:(laughed)Watsenwajaanongakere?

Charity:(laughed)Aennyait'sbestilosehalf

nowandaccumulatemore,iknowI'm ahard

workersoI'llbefinewithwhateverthecourt

givesme.Iwasconsideringtotransfermy

thingsbutI'dratherlosethanbreakthelawand



havearecordthatwillaffectmybusinessthe

restofmylife.

Refa:Iwantyoutogivemeachildwhothinks

likeyou,I'llnamehim orherPillar

Charity:(smiled)Pilara,Motheo

Refa:Ithinkthatbabyisgoingtobemysecond

chanceathappiness,itwillbethepillarofmy

life.

Charity:Ok,ican'twait...

Refa:GoodnightmmaagweP,kissthatnigga

forme

Charity:Willdaddy

Refa:(laughedsoftly)Iwanttobethereforthe

birthofmybaby,what'syourtake?

Charity:(smiled)I'dlovethatkanannabathoi

watchtoomuchmovies,don'tmakemedream

Refa:(laughed)Mmekeseriouskana,ihave

neverbeenthereforthebirthofbothmy



children

Charity:Both?

Refa:Yeah,Natashaisn'tminebiologically,ke

mohithetseleOarabileandhelpedoutbutshe

wasababysoI'm allsheknows,weneverreally

wantedtostressherwiththedetailsso..

Charity:(smiledemotionally)UhRefa...

(tearfully)OhmyGod...WareNatashaisnot

yours?

Refa:(softly)Yeah

Charity:(tearfullysmiled)You'reso...You'reso

fulloflove,iloveyou...NowI'm dreamingabout

meandyouwalkingonthebeach

Refa:(laughed)Wena?Abowagotshaba

menyopi?

Theybothlaughedchattingforhours...



AtBandaconstructions...

ThenextmorningCharitysteppedoutofthecar

inherformalwearandheelsthenshepushed

herlongweavetothebackandwalkedinthe

officesliketheCEOshewas...

InRona'soffice..

MeanwhileRonapulledupthewindowblinds

andfrownedlookingatayoungwellbuilt

womanwalkingintothebuilding..

Rona:whoisthat?

Refawalkedoverandlookedthroughthe

windowbutshehadalreadypassed...



Rona:Shewalkedinside...(turnedback)Ware

whathappenedtoyourhandagain?

Refa:Iwasslicingonions...Anyways...Icame

heretotalktoyouaboutwhathappenedthe

otherday...Iwantyoutohaveconfidenceinme

andI'm sorrythatyouhadtoseethat.Totago

gobolelelannetekeamorata,okwehaven't

datedforlongbutihaveagoodfeelingabout

her.

Rona:Havinganaffairwithcoworkerisnevera

goodidea,you'resupposedtoleadbyexample.

Tomorrowyouwillhaveagoodfeelingabout

anothercleanerortheHRbeforeyouknowit

youhadgoodfeelingsabouteveryworker.I

wantyoutobehappybutdon'tbetoolazyto

findtherightwoman.Ihavenothingagainst

thatcleanerbutthemarefactthatsheworks

foryouistheproblem,am ibeingunreasonable

nerra?Weagreedgoregaretegojolamo



spanengakere?

Refa:Iknowandyou'renotwrongtohavea

problem withitbutwaitsethesethingscan'tbe

planned.Ididn’tplantofallforher.Andher

nameisCharity

Rona:(sighed)Kanaanongyouwantmetothe

badguy,kantegonemmewhyputmeina

cornerlikethat?Am isupposedtounderstand?

Ormakeanexception?

Refa:No..,nevermind.

Rona:Pleasefindsomeonewhoisn'tworking

forus,preventionisbetterthancure.Let's

maintainthecompanyreputationandI'm not

sayingthisbecauseistartedthecompany,even

withyourcompanyI'm stillgoingtobullyyouon

thisissueyagorobalalestaff,it'swrong.Period.

Refa:You'reright....Iunderstand..

Rona:And...Ihopeidon'tsoundlikeanarsfor

sayingthisbut...(lookedathim)Womenwith



baggageareverycostly,thistimefindawoman

whoisfinanciallystableandwithoutanyissues.

Thatwillgiveyoupeaceofmind.Ihavehad

enoughofwiththesewomenwhoeitherdon't

earnmuch,haveafatherlessbabythatneeds

yoursaving-AndI'm notreferringtoChelsea...

Withwomenlikethatyou'llneverknowifshe

lovesyouorneedsyourhelp.Onceshetastes

thegoodlifesheshowsyouflames.Women

willuseyouanddestroyyouthenturnaround

andblameyouforbeingarottenpieceofshit.

Refa:(smiled)You'reright...Icouldn'thaveput

itbettermyself,Charitydoesn'tneedanykindof

saving,shejustneedsamanthatwillcomplete

heralreadygoodlife,kindoflikewhatineed

rightnow.Awomanwhowillputasparkinto

mylife.

Rona:Doesshehaveachild?

Refa:No



Rona:Howmuchdoessheearnpermonth,

doeshersalarycoverallherexpenses?

Refa:Yes,andsheevenhelpsotherpeopletoo

Rona:Really?Isthathowmuchcleanersearn

nowadays..

TherewasaknockonthedoorandCharity

stuckherheadin,herBrazilianweavefellinside

andsmiledwaving..

Charity:Goodmorning...

Ronaflashedasmileandfixedhistiepullinga

chairfortheunfamiliarbeautifulwomanwho

satdownandcrossedherlegs,Stillstandingat

thewindowRefaputhishandinthepocketand

listened...



Charity:(shookRona'shand)Goodmorningsir,

iam Charityfrom CharityCleanersPTYLtd,i

am theCEOofthiscompanyandI'm herefor

offermysincereapologiesforthemisconduct

youwitnessedinyouroffice,itwas

inappropriateandunprofessional.Ireceivedthe

warningletterforoneofmyemployeesandas

aresultihavefiredherfrom thepostofa

cleanerandreplacedherwithanotheremployee.

Ronafrownednowreallylookinginhereyes

suspiciously...

Rona:What’syourname?

Charity:Charity

Rona:(toRefa)Warengwanyanaolekeene

mang?

Refa:(clearedhisthroatlookingaway)Charity



Rona:(backtoCharity)Andyourcompany

nameisCharity?I'm confused...

Refaunbuttonedhisjacketandwalkedoveras

hisformalshoesechoedonthefloor,heleaned

overandkissedCharityonthelipsthenhepat

hisbrotherontheshoulderandsmiled..

Refa:Thisthecleanermyfriend,thesame

womanyoucaughtmewiththeotherday,she

worksforhercompanyandithinkshejustfired

herselfsoithinknowicanfreelyintroduceher

tomybigbrother...(touchedherchinandleaned

overkissinghershyfaceagain)Charitythisis

Rona...Heismybigbrother...(pathisshoulder)

RonathisismygirlfriendCharity,sheistheCEO

ofCharityCleaners...(flashedasmile)Cheers!

Letmegetbacktowork.



HegrabbedthefilesandwalkedoutasRona

lookedatheragainandyesthecleaner's

resembleswastherethoughshelookedmuch

moreflawlessandcelebrityprettykindwithher

edgeslyingsmoothlyonthesides.Seeinghe

wasoutofwordsCharitystoodupandshook

hishand...

Charity:Thankyouforyourtime.

Rona:No,wait...(refusedtoletgoofherhand)

Sitdown...

Charityslowlysatdownashelookedinher

eyesadmiringlyandsmiled...

Rona:(laughed)Wantwaelangwanyanake

wenawaitse

Charity:(laughed)Kaeng?



Rona:(laughedlookinginhereyes)No,no,uh-

uhnoways.Whywereyoucleaning?

Charity:(smiling)Idon'tknowwhyyou're

surprisedbecauseihaveseenyoudirtyinyour

overallsthoughyou'retheCEO,whycan'ticlean?

ThereisapayfortheCEOandineededtomake

extracashbyfindinganotherjobwhichi

happenedtofindinmycompany.

Helookedinhereyesasalittlesmilestarted,

helaughedbitinghislipandshookhishead...

Rona:(smiled)Soyouwerelookingatmelike

I'm anidiotthreateningyoutheotherday?

Charity:No,iwasactuallyscared.Ihavenever

beencaughtinsuchasituationbefore.

Rona:Isee...(lookingatherfacedownher

freshbody)Mylittlebrotherhasagoodeye,I'll



givehim that.

Charity:Idon'tknowifthat'sacomplimentson

meorhim butthankyou

Rona:Takecareofhim..

Charity:Iwill..

Rona:Andusecontraceptivesifyou'renot

planningonhavingababy,nnakegalebe

kgarebegabedi,ogoitaanokatsepedihela

aboatogetsengwanamoteng,nokatse

hela

OutofrespectCharityheldinherlaugherbut

"nokatsepedihela"killedher,sheputherhand

overhermouthandlaughed...

Rona:I'm notjoking,waaimisahelalehaa

aperecondom,becareful...



Heopenedthedoorforherthenshewalkedout

ashefollowedherwatchingherbigassshake

inherformalwear,heopenedthedoortoRefa's

officeandescortedherinasRefapaused

writing..

Rona:Indeeddiamondsarefoundindirty

places,iknowforsureyoufoundone.

Refa:(smiled)Uhshame...Shehumbledyou

didn'tshe?

Rona:(lookedatCharityandsmiled)Sheis

beautiful.....andman!(hesignedthehourbody

glasswithhishands)keAdamma-myAfrican

babe-o...Idon'tblameyou!

Refa:(laughed)Iknow

Charity:GuysI'm standingrighthere,that's

creepy!



Theyturnedandlookedatherwithasmilethen

Ronawalkedout,hestoodatthedoorslightly

closingandleftatinyspaceforhiseye,Refa

huggedherandgavehim afingerwithhisarms

aroundher.Ronasignedagainforhim to

Refa:(smilingwithhischinonherneck)Get

out...

Ronalaughedandclosedthedoor,Charity

turnedaroundconfusedandhesmiledather..

Refa:It'snothing,sitdown...

Shepulledachairandsatdownashesat

facingher..



Charity:Howisyourhand?

Refa:I'm good,thecutwasn'tsodeep.

Charity:Okwell.…ijustcamefrom thelawyer's

officeandwetalked,hewillbeservedwiththe

papersverysoonbutinthemaintimeI'dprefer

itifwekeptthedistancejustsowedon'tseem

likewearedoingsomethingsinfulorunlawful.

Refa:(laughed)Pleasetellmeyou'rekidding...

Charity:Wetalkedaboutthislastnightdidn't

youhearme?

Refa:Ididn'tthinkyoumeantwewon'tseeeach

otheratall,howlongdodivorcestakeanyways?

Charity:Thelawyersaidshewillmakeitquick,

wellhesaysitdependsonthedatesthecourt

givesherbutshewillmakesurenothingis

missingfrom myfile.

Refa:Canihavegoodbyesex?

Charity:(laughed)Wehaveneverhadsex!Just



bepatient

Refa:Lehaeleblowjobnyana?

Hestoodupandhereyesenlargedasshe

lookedathisbonerliftinghiszipper,she

grabbedherbagandwalkedoutashechased

herandstoppedatthedoorwhileshelaughed

standingafewfeetfrom thedoor...

Refa:(smiled)Takwano,gakenagogodira

sepe

Charity:(amiled)Idon'ttrustyou,howcanyou

getabonerresabuekasex

Refa:(softlylookinginhereyes)Babethemma

takwano

Charity:Lentswelagagokelanopahela

Refa:(laughed)Oikgathakannaakere?(fixed

hisbonerandstretchedouthishandtoher)Ta



kwanobabe...

Charity:Ihavetogo...

Refa:Serious?(softly)Kooregaothomogepelo

nemma?

Charity:(laughedblushing)Koorenkilewa

iteba...Ogateletswegorewena,nekesaitse

gorehaotshwerwekenopsonnajaanawaitse

evenyourvoiceisdifferent...Ialmostfeelsorry

foryou

Refa:Themmatsenamooffising...

Charity:(smiled)Gatwewaimisarra,emapele

keipaakanye

Refa:(smiledshrinkinghiseyes)Gatwekea

imisa?Whotoldyouthat?Soyou'regoingto

believethatjealousdinosaurwhogotyoufired?

Charity:(smiled)Thatdinosaurisyourbig

brother,whoyourespectandithinkheknows

oneortwothingsabouthislittlebrother,byeMr



igeteveryonepregnant..

Charitysmiledandwalkedawayashesmiled

standingthereholdinghisbonerwatchingher

assswingsidetoside...

FIVEMONTHSLATER...

*

*

*

*

*
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Atthebridalshop...

Shawnwalkedoutofthefittingroom inhis

tuxedoashisfatherandhalfbrotherwaitedin

theirsuits.Hisfathersmiledemotionallyand

sighed...

Father:Youlookgood...

Halfbrother:(stoppedsmiling)Areyouok

Shawn?

Shawntookoffhisjacketandsatdownthenhe

rubbedhisfacesighing...

Shawn:Thememoriesarecomingbackagain...

I'm talkinginmysleepanditmakesmelook



stupid,thisiswhyican'thaveastable

relationship.

Brother:Whatdoyoumean?You'regetting

marriedinafewdays...

Shawn:Idon'tknowifI'm imaginingthingsor

Rabiisdistant,idon'twanttobedisappointed.

Sheismyeverything,iloveherandiloveher

kids.I'ddoanythingtomakeherhappy

Brother:Andsheishappy,that'swhysheis

marryingyou..

Father:(pathim ontheshoulder)Whenlastdid

yougotoapsychologist?

Shawn:(sadly)Thatthingisuselessbecauseit

doesn'terasemymemories,todayisdad's

birthday.Ibeenthinkingaboutitsincemorning...

Ijustkeepthinkingwhycouldn'thesurvive?

Whatifheisaliveandweburiedthewrong

body?Hedidn'thaveahead

Father:Stopcryingforthingswecannot



change...Lettheirsoulsrestinpeace.Everyone

whodiedduringthegenocidediedforustolive

thewaywearelivingtoday,wecan'tspendthe

restourlivescrying.Youhaveachanceto

makehim happyandproud.(smiled)Heis

lookingdownsmiling..Probablysayingmyboy

isaDoctorandheismarryingthemost

beautifulgirlintheworld...Hehasincreased

thebloodlineoftheMuhammadfamily...What

doyouthinkhewouldsayifhewashere?

Shawnthoughtfullysmiledandlaughed...

Shawn:"That’smyboy!"

TheyalllaughedasShawnrubbedhisnose

standingup,hegrabbedhisjacketsmilingand

putitonthenhestoodbeforethemirror,his

brotherstoodbehindhim astheybothlookedat



themirror...

Brother:I'm sodamnhandsome...Iswearto

GodpeoplearegoingtothinkI'm thegroom,i

looklikethecoverofamagazine

Shawn:(laughed)You?handsome?Gettaoutta

here!

Shawnpushedhim astheylaughed...

Atthechurch....

LateronOarabileandtheweddingplanner

walkedinthechurchasshepointedaroundthe

churchholdingapen...

Planner:AndI'm goingtoputtheflowersover



there....

Oarabile:(smiled)AndI'llbewalkingfrom that

sidegoingdownthestairsright?

Planner:Yes,I'm thinkingsinceyoudon'thavea

fatheryoucanwalkdowntheIslealone,it'sstill

verypretty.Wewilldoitlaterduringthe

rehearsal

Oarabile:Iloveit...

MetlhaandauntDoriswhowascarryingthe

babywalkedaroundthechurchwhileNatasha

andBambinoplayedaroundthechairs.Shawn

andhisfamilywalkedinthenthekidsranover

andhuggedShawn,heliftedBambinoand

caughthim ontheair..

Shawn:That’smyboy!(tickling)howareyou?

Bambino:(laughed)Igottoshowyouthisother



moveilearntatthekarateclubtoday

Shawn:Ican'twaittosee,you'reablackbelt

Natasha:(grinnedinnocently)Sodaddy?

Shawn:(laughed)Iknowyouwantsomething

whenyoucallmedaddy,youonlycallmedaddy

whenyouwantsomething

Natasha:(laughed)No,Idonot!Icallyoudaddy

becauseyou'relikeafathertome,you'remy

seconddadbesidesifwecallyouunclethen

thebabywillcallyouunclesowehavetocall

youdaddy.

Shawn:(sighed)Whatdoyouwant?

Natasha:Nothing

Shawn:Good...

Theywalkedashortdistancethenshesmiled

wideandgrabbedhishand...



Natasha:(softly)Sodaddymysweetgentle

dad,canisleepoverat-

Shawn:Nope

Natasha:Ididn'tevenfinish!

Shawn:Iknowwhatyouweregoingtosay

Bambino:(kickedherwhilelyinghisheadon

Shawn'sshoulder)Metoo!Iknowwhoshewas

goingtosay...(evillaughter)Bwahahahahano

sleepovers!

Natasha:(smackedhim)You'renotmybrother!

Bambino:(evillaugher)Bahahahaigotanother

sister!Withacurlyhair

MeanwhileMetlhawalkedoverandgreeted

Shawn'sfamilythensheapproachedShawn.



Metlha:HeyShawn,howareyou?

Shawn:I'm good...

Metlha:Youlooklikeyou'renotgettingenough

sleep,areyouok?

Shawn:YeahI'm fine..

Metlha:Areyousure?

Shawn:I'm fine...

HewalkedtowardsOarabileandhuggedher

from behind,Oarabiletookhishandsoffher

waistandturnedaroundlookingathim

uncomfortably..

Oarabile:Peoplearewatching..

Shawn:(smiled)Itdoesn'tmatter,theyknow

whywearehere..

Oarabile:Myauntisoverthere..



Shawn:(sighed)Ok,I'm sorry...Howwas

everything?

Oarabile:ItwasOK..

Shawn:Wefittedeverythingandit'sperfect

Oarabile:I'm goodtoo...

Shawn:Letmeshowmyfatheraround

Oarabile:Ok

HeandhisfamilywalkedawaythenMetlha

approachedherholdingthebaby...

Metlha:IsShawnok?

Oarabile:Heisfine

Metlha:Helooksabitexhausted

Oarabile:Hedoesn’tsleepakereheseesdead

people...



Metlhapausedandstaredather..

Metlha:Howcanyousaythat?That's

insensitive,theguysawhisfamilygetkilled

Oarabile:Itwasyearsago,I'm reallygetting

tiredofdealingwithit

Metlha:What'swrongwithyou?Shawn

acceptedyouwithyourflawsandyoucan't

accepthis?Thereasonwhyheislikethisis

becausehecanseeyoudon'tlikeit,verysoon

hewillbeembarrassedtotakehismedication

andthenhewillbedepressed.Ithoughtyou

saidthisonlyhappensonsignificantdates,

maybeitsoneofhisfamilymember'sbirthday.

Pleasebesupportive,loveisgiveandtake...

Thisguyisthebestthingthateverhappenedto

you.I'm sohopefulthatonedayI'llalsofind

love,keraagoreafterseeingyougethurtby



thatbastardRefaI'm sohappyyoufounda

goodman...I'm sureRefawillbreaththrough

thewoundwhenheseesyourweddingpictures.

Oarabile:Breaththroughthewoundwaenga

ratanalemacleanera,boRefabaretshegisaka

batho.Koorehelagotwegirlfriendyababy

daddykeeneyoleyoomopangflooryaspatela.

Mxm

Metlha:Wellthat'sgood,nowheknowsyou're

thebesthecouldeverget,nnaI'm sohappy

thathecan'tfindagoodwoman

Oarabile:AndthatwomanissoaverageMetlha

mma!(clappedonce)Uh!GakeakanyagoreI'm

sobeautifulandhedatesthat?Ibilegatweshe

ismarriedandstressinghim,koorenowhe

seestheresultsofcheatingandI'm sureI'm all

heisthinkingabout,hewaitedforme5years

withoutdatingandthenevencleanersstress

him,kootenghankarereboelaneakantolela.

Heisprobablywaitingandprayingformeto



comeback.Hecan'tevenbaretoseemy

pictureswithShawnheevenunfriendedme

Metlha:Agoodlessontohim.Behappywith

yourman,takecareofShawn..Heisalready

takingcareofhispatients,thekidsandyou,

someonehastomakesureherests,eatswell

andexercise..Doyourpart.Nnammayour

relationshipgivesmehope.

Oarabile:True...

Oarabiletookthebabyandwalkedtoheraunt

whilethekidschattedwithShawnontheother

sideofthechurch.

AtOdirile'sHouse...

Akwanaknockedonthedoorandwaitedthen

Odirileopenedthedoor..



Odirile:Canihelpyou?

Akwana:It'sbeenmonths,imissyou..

Odirile:Youdon't,whatdoyouwantmoney?

Howmuchdoyouwant?Tellme...

Sheleftthedooropenandgrabbedthewallet

thenshewalkedbacktakingoutabundleof

P100notes...

Odirile:(angrily)Howmuchdoyouwant?Uh?

Becauseicanstillgiveittoyouwithoutfucking

you...Whatdoyouwant?

Sheangrilythrewthemoneyoverherfaceasit

raineddownonherasshelookedather..



Akwana:Howcanyoubesoangryfor

somethingthathappenedyearsago?Youbroke

mylaptopandI'm notangry

Odirile:Ifixeditdidn'ti?

Akwana:You'remissingthepointbutanyway

I'm sorry...

Odirile:Isthereanythingelse?

Akwana:Ineedafuckit'sbeenmonths

Odirile:You'renotgettingitfrom me,youhave

George

Akwana:Idon'thaveGeorge

Odirile:I'm notgettingbacktogetherwithyou

untilyouhavetoldmehowmanytimesyouhad

sexwithhim

Akwana:(screaming)Ididn'thavesexwithhim,

whatiswrongwithyou?Stopactingcrazy!

Odirile:Youneedtoleave..



SheclosedthedoorthenAkwanawalkedaway,

aftertakingabout5stepsresistingpickingthe

moneyshewalkedback,Odirilealsoopenedthe

doorandtheybothrantowardsthemoney

pickingit.

Odirile:(smiled)Bringtherestofmymoney,i

wastryingtoactlikearichbitch,bringmy

moneyI'm buyingMegwheelstomorrow

Akwana:(puttingitinherhandbag)Thisoneis

mine

Odiriletriedtokeepaseriousfaceasasmile

escapedherlips,shegrabbedAkwana'shand

andpulledheroverputtingherarmsaround

her..



Odirile:Babethemmaakootisemadiame

Akwana:(shovedthehandbagbetweenherlegs)

No,keagana

Odirile:(laughed)I'llbeatyou,bringmymoney

akereneorewatsamaya,bopelotshethaabe

bogobusa?

Akwana:(laughed)Nekekengalaskgoanyana

letogelamadi,peloyarewayakaAkwanaakake

watogelamahandretepula..

Odirile:(laughed)Babethemmakemadiadi

Meg

Akwana:No

Odirilepickedherupfrom behindandwalked

insidethenshekickedthedoorclosedandput

heronthecouchandsatnexttoher,shelooked

backatOdirileandtheybothmethalfway

kissing,Akwanasaton'his'lapandkissed'him'



ashepulleduphert-shirt...

AtRefa'sHouse...

MeanwhileRefashookhandswiththe

landscapingcompanybeforetheyleftthenhe

walkedtothetenantswhowerestandingbythe

cultivatedsoil..

Refa:I'm donewiththem,I'llbringthenew

documentsforustosignbecauseI'llneedyou

topayforthemaintenanceofthelawn,I'm also

planningtoputanother2bedroom houseover

therebutfornowyou'realoneonthe

maintenance.

Tenant:Noproblem

Refa:Andireallyhopewewon'thaveanissue

ofyourentingoutmyhousetopeoplelikeyou



rentedittoOarabileandShawn,thatisnoton

theleaseandicouldhavesuedyou

Tenant:Iunderstand,you'reright...

Hisphonerang..

Refa:Hello?

Charity:Hey,canyoupickmeatthebusrank?

Refa:I'm withthetenantscaniaskmybrother

topickyou?

Charity:Sure

Refa:(laughed)Seriouslycanyoutellmewhat

thecourtdecided?I'm curious,didhegethalf?

Charity:I'lltellyouoverdinner,youknowhow

wedothings

Refa:Youbeendodgingmeformonths

Charity:Becauseyouwanttofuckme



Refa:(laughed)Ican'tbelieveyousaidtheword

fuck

Charity:Wankwatakwatisawena...Shap

Refa:Shap,I'llletyouknowwhenI'm done..So

wherearewemeeting?

Charity:Willconfirm later.Bye

Refa:Bye

HedialedFela...

Fela:(sleepy)Hello?

Refa:Waotselane?

Fela:EishRotlhemademespendanightatthe

churchagain,waitsethesepeoplecansing..

They'vehurtmyearsandevenwhenI'm

sleepingiheartheirgospel.Icouldn'teventake

outafriendofmineout



Refa:AoRotlhestillhasn'taskedthisgirlout?

Fela:Itturnsoutthegirlisunderagesoheis

waitingforherbirthday,it'sthismonth.

Refa:Sowhyattendchurchfor5months

straightwithoutkuku?

Fela:Hesaysheiswarmingherheartwhatever

thefuckthatmeans,gatwegorengwanaabone

goreheisaholyman.

Refa:Heisjumpingthroughthehoopsforher,

anongwenagatweojaprincipalyaboRJ?

Fela:(laughed)Wenaoditsayakae?

Refa:(laughed)Areyoufuckingher?Thebanna

lerogabagolobanna,kanaiaddressheras

ma'am

Fela:Nnamogonnakebabe

Refa:(laughed)Weshouldtalkinperson...Bona

IwantedtosayophikeCharityatthebusrank

butyou'redownandout,letmetalktoRona.



Fela:Shap

HehungupanddialedRona...

Rona:Hello?

Refa:HicanyoupickCharityatthebusrank?

Rona:Chelseahasbeenactingout,iwonderif

shewillagree

Refa:(laughed)You'rethereasonsheis

insecure..

Rona:ButI'm notcheating,it'sherhormones

Refa:Isshepregnantagain?

Rona:Idon'tknow,I'm notusinganythingandi

beenfillingthatupsoakeitse

Refa:(laughed)PleasegogetCharityand

congratulations,ihopeyou'llpayforaprivate

hospitalandbetheretoo



Rona:I'm planningto.

Refa:Bye...

Atthebusrank....

LateronCharitysteppedoutofthebuswithher

hipstrappedingraypantsandastretchyt-shirt

thatshowedherslim waist,Ronasmiledashe

approachedthebusandhuggedheralittle

longerrubbinghersoftback.Shefrowned

confusedbuteventuallybrusheditoff,she

couldn'tevenbelieveshethoughtlikethat

abouthisbigbrother...

Rona:Hey

Charity:Hi

Rona:Letmegetyourbag..



Ronacarriedherbagandledhertothecar

whereheopenedthedoorforher..

Charity:(laughedgettingin)Youdidn'thaveto

dothat

Ronagotinanddroveoutofthebusrankthen

heglancedatherhipsandquitevisiblecamel

toe.Thegirlhadabigcameltoeonehecould

onlyimagineduringthattime...Imean...Damn...

Charitynoticedhercameltoeandquicklyput

herhandbagoverherself,Ronaclearedhis

throatandinnocentlydrovethecar...

AtCharity'sHouse.....



MinuteslaterRonaparkedinfrontofthehouse

andcarriedherbagtothehouse,Charity

unlockedthehouseandtriedtogetthebag..

Rona:It'sok,igotit

Hewalkedinwithherandsheputherhandbag

onthecouchthensheturnedandgotthebig

bag,hewouldn'tletgoandshelookedinhis

eyes.Helookedinhersanddownatherlips

thensheslappedhim onthecheek...

Refa:Goandtellyourbrotherislappedyou...

Rona'scheekitchedbuthecouldn'trubhis

cheekformanlyreasons,insteadhelickedhis

lipsandsteppedbackputtinghishandsinthe



pocketsstilllookingather...

Charity:IknowhesleptwithChelsea,hetold

mebutI'm notChelsea,IrespectedyouRona

andyou'vejustdisappointedmebyundressing

meandthinkingthaticanactuallyactcrazy

withyou.

Ronasighedshamefullyandrubbedhisbeard...

Rona:Itwasn’taboutrevenge,iwasjustcurious

aboutyourbodybecauseitssobeautifulbuti

knowI'm wrong.I'm sorryidisrespectedyou

likethat.I'm sorryforundressingyou

Charity:Bye

Rona:Areyougoingtotellhim?

Charity:ByeRona



Heturnedaroundandwalkedoutwithhishand

atthebackofhisneckandtheotherhandin

thepocketwithhisheaddown..

*

*

*

*

.

.

.

.
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AtCharity'sHouse...



Shemovedthecurtainsandlookedoutsideas

Ronadroveoffthenitsunkintoher,shehad

actuallyslappedaman,whatifhehadslapped

herback?Whatifhehadrapedher?Ok..Ok...

Shequicklysatdownandputherhands

togethertakingadeepbreaththenshepicked

herbagsandwalkedtotheroom ashercousin

calledher...

Charity:Hello?

Her:Hey,areyouhomealready?Yourdaughter

iscrying,shesaysshewantsyou

Charity:I'm home,callthetaxi.I'm so

exhausted...(laughed)Minniebathong,koore

doessheevenknowI'm nothermother?

Her:(laughed)Waiisheforgothermother,ha



akaremamaokasemokgone.Kooreene

monnaookae?

Charity:Idon'tknowbutiwanthertostart

gettinginvolvedinherdaughter'slife,Minnieis

growingandsheneedsher...I'm planningto

havekidsin2years.Ifthingsgoaccordingto

planI'llhaveababyin2years.

Her:AlittleBanda...

Charity:(laughed)I'm justcrossingmyfingers,

thewaythingsaregoinggoodisunbelievable

Her:Nnyaammayoufoundtruelove,its

possibletobehappyafterabreakupordivorce.

Charity:Wewillsee,youneverwithguysware

eehelaoleMrs,nnatotaiwishicouldhavea

family,itsoneofthethingsiwantto

accomplishandifGodcangrantmethatI'llbe

happy.Ihaveafeelingitmustbenicetobe

marriedtoamanthatyouloveandhelovesyou

back.



Her:Nnakeithobogileandihaveacceptedthat

wewon'tallhaveagoodman.

Charity:True,seeyoulater

Shehungupandsatontheedgeofthebed

dialingRefa...

Refa:Hey

Charity:Dinnerhere?

Refa:(smiled)No,I'm notevensureyou're

divorced,idon'tsleepwithmarriedwomen.I'm

betterthanthat

Charity:(laughed)Tsenawena!

Refa:(laughed)HowisLagoon?

Charity:Youknowyoudon'thavetospend-

Refa:You'renotmyfinancialadvisor,ididn't

haveagirlfriendfor5yearsstraightletmespoil



mygirlfriend.Kethwaagaletsegobecha

Charity:(laughed)Fine,Lagoonisgood...

Refa:Sweet

Shehungupsmilingandsighedslowlylyingon

theherbackspreadingherarmswithamonkey

asssmile...

AtChelsea'sHouse...

LateronRonaparkedthecarandsighed

leaningoverthesteeringwheel,itwasoneof

thosefeelings...Whereyouwishedyouhadn't

donesomething,wishingfornothingbutthe

handsoftimetogobacksoyoucouldmakea

differentdecision.Heleanedbackandlooked

athimselfonthemirror..



Hecouldbarelyrememberwhatit'slikebeing

Rona,beinghimselfagain...Shesaidshe

respectedhim anditwasallgone.Hislittle

brothertrustedhim againanditwasn'teasy

gettingRefatoreachthatstateagain.His

phoneinterruptedhisintrospectionandhe

leanedbackanswering...

Rona:Hello?

Carly:(lowvoice)Heybabe,Iwasfeelingsick

again

Rona:Didyougotothedoctor?

Carly:Well...Iguessyoucouldsaythat,ifound

outwhattheproblem is,doyoumindcoming

over?

Rona:(lookedatthetime)Um...Can'tyoujust

tellmeoverthephone?

Carly:No,pleasecomeover



Rona:Ok,seeyoulater

Carly:iloveyou!

Rona:(smiled)Iloveyoutoo..

Hehungupandsteppedoutofthecarputtingit

inhispocket,ashewalkedinthehousehe

caughtaglimpseofChelsealeaningoverthe

toiletthrowingup,heturnedtothetoiletand

handedheratowel.Shesatonthetoiletseat

andsighedthenshehandedhim thepregnancy

testkitstick...

Ronaraisedhiseyebrowsandsighedthenhe

rubbedhischin,Chelseastoodupandlookedat

him..

Chelsea:Aren'tyouhappy?

Rona:I'm happy,ijustthoughtwewillletyou



healfirst...yougavebirthafewmonthsago

Chelsea:Wow...

Shewalkedoutthenhefollowedherand

grabbedherarm turningheraroundand

huggingher.

Rona:I'm sorry,comehere...IloveyouandI'm

happyyouknowiwanttoseemycopy..I'm

sorry..

Chelsea:It'sfine...

Shesatonthebedandsighedfeelingweak...

Chelsea:Ihaven'teatenanything,ihavebeen

throwingupandeverythingsmellsdisgusting.

Rona:Letmegopassbythepharmacyandget



yousomething.

Chelsea:No,I'llbefine

Rona:(lookedatthetime)Youneedtoeat

something,I'm notnegotiatingwithyouonthis

one.Iwantahealthybaby

Chelsea:(smiledblushing)Ok,ifyouinsist..

Heleanedoverandkissedherthenhewalked

out...

AtCarly'shouse....

Minuteslaterhewalkedinandbumpedonher

walkingoutofthebathroom holdingawhite

toweloverherchest,heleanedoverandkissed

herlookinginhereyes..



Rona:Hey...(tuckingherhairbehindherear)

You'remess,what'sgoingon?

Shesmiledandgrabbedhishandthensheled

him tothebedroom whereshepickedthe

pregnancyteststickandsmiledputtinginon

hishand...

Carly:Congratulations,you'regoingtobea

daddy!

HeslowlysatontheedgeofthebedthenCarly

smiledandsatonhislapputtingherarms

aroundhisneck,shekissedhim andtouched

hischeek..

Carly:What?

Rona:Thisisasurprise...Ididn’texpectthis..



Carly:Areyouhappy?

Hesmiledandkissedher,sheleanedbackand

coveredhermouthrunningtothetoiletwhere

shethrewup..

Ronarestedhisfaceonhishandsthenhe

stoodupandapproachedher..

Rona:I'm goingtogetyousomethingforthat

nausea

Carly:Ok,don'tbelong.Imisscuddlingwithyou

Rona:Iwon'tbelong..

Hewalkedoutashisphonerang...

Rona:Hello?



Chelsea:LedrinkyaApple

Rona:Ok,babe

Chelsea:Don'ttaketoolong..

Rona:Ok,babeiloveyouok?

Chelsea:Iloveyoutoo

Hehungupanddroveoff...

Atthemall...

Minuteslaterhepulledoverintheparkinglotas

Rotlheparkednexttohim..

Rotlhe:Otswakae?(laughed)Ithoughtyou're

home

Rona:I'm buyingsomethinginthepharmacy..



Rotlhe:Ok,letmegowithyou,didyoutalkto

dad?

Rona:No,why?

Rotlhe:Ithinkthereisafamilymeeting,

Akofangcalledmeandaskedmeifichecked

myWhatsAppblahblah

Rona:I'llcheckmine..

Theywalkedinthepharmacyandapharmacist

adjustedhisglasseslookingupatthegate...

Rona:Um..Hi...I'm lookingforsomethingto

easethemorningsicknessespeciallynausea

Rotlhe:Congratulations

Pharmacist:(laughed)Congratulationsindeed...

Comethisside...



Hepickedafewcapsulesandshowedhim

togetherwiththepriceranges.

Rona:Whyisthisoneexpensive?

Pharmacist:Apparentlyit'smoreefficient,my

wifeusesitalot

Rona:Alright,canihavetwo?

Pharmacist:No,youdon'tneedtwo,thiswill

lasther3monthsandbythenahewillbefine

Rona:Ineedtwo

Pharmacist:No,idon'twanthertooverdose,let

hercomehereafterthreemonths.It'snot-

Rona:(lookedaway)I'm buyingfortwowomen

Rotlheandthepharmacistlookedathim andhr

lookedbackatthem..



Rona:Canipayandgo?

Pharmacist:ThoushallnotjudgebutLord

Jesus!

RotlhelaughedandlookedatRona'swhose

facewasseriousasever,theypaidandwalked

outasRotlhelookedathim againsmilingin

disbelief...

Rotlhe:Soyougotbothofthem pregnant?Do

theyknowthey'rebothpregnant?

Rona:No,andI'm notdiscussingmyprivatelife

withyou.

Rotlhe:(laughed)It'snotasecretanymore,

wow...Youthem whitedon'tyou?Soyou're

goingtohavethem twintings?

Rona:(laughed)Thisisnotfunny



Rotlhe:Wow...GoShapmrI'm goingoverthere.

Rona:Anddon'ttellanyoneaboutthisijustgot

thenewsI'm equallyshocked

Rotlhe:iwon'ttellanyone

Rona:I'm serious

Rotlhe:(crossedhisfingers)Thaleentsholee

tshweukomabiteng!

TheylaughedandpartedasRotlhemadea

conferencecall...

Rotlhe:GuysRonagotCarlyandChelsea

pregnant

Refa:What?

Fela:(smiled)Yes!That'smybroh.Hefucked

them...

Refa:Felafuckyou,Rotlheoserious?



Rotlhe:I'm serious,hejustboughtthem

somethinginthepharmacy

Fela:Ronaislivingthelife,ican'timagine

havingtwowomenalltomyself

Refa:Felashutup,Rotlheihopeyou'renot

joking

Rotlhe:I'm not,callhim andaskhim

Refa:Shap

Fela:Ihopeyouwon'tinfluencehim toabandon

hisbabymamas,they'rehisandhecanhandle

them ifwesupporthim.

Refa:I'm notsupportingshit

Fela:Youneedtoloosenup

Rotlhe:(laughed)Felawaalowa

Refa:I'm surehewasswitchedatthe

hospital,heislucifer'sbrother.GoShapI'm

goingtoseeCharity



Rotlhe:lebonyeWhatsAppgroupthatwas

createdforustoorganisethefamilyreunion?

Refa:Isawthat,icommentedonthegroup.I'll

beresponsibleformakingthefamilytree.

Fela:I'llkeepthekeystothebeerstoreroom.I'll

goandcommentnow

TheylaughedasFeladisconnectedhimself...

AttheLagoon...

LateronRefasmiledapproachingthetableand

satdownasCharitysippedadrink,sheslidover

thefinalcourtorder,Refapickeditwithalittle

frownandopenedit...

Refa:(smiled)SohegotthecarandP5,000



Charity:Yes,iwasgiventhehouseandthe

company...I'm sohappyihaven'tlostmy

quantum.

Refa:Congratulations..Comehere

Theystoodupandhuggedthenhebabykissed

herandtheysatdown....

AtHotel...

ThenextdayShawn'salarm beepedbythe

headboard,hepresseditandgotupthenhe

smiledandpickedhisphone...

Oarabile:Hello?

Shawn:(smiled)TodayI'm marryingthemost

beautifulwomanihaveevermet,shegavemea



secondchanceathappiness.Itwasthroughher

thatifoundafamilyandI'llforeverbegrateful..

Oarabile:(smiled)Don'tsayyourvowsnow,

savethem forlater

Shawn:(laughed)Bye

Hehungupthenthedooropened,hisbrother

andclassmatesjumpedonhim andpiledon

him astheyscreamed...

AtOarabile'sHouse...

LaterthatmorningOarabileclosedhereyesas

themakeupartistsputeyelashesonherand

blendedthem withmascara...

Beautician:Ok,...Youcanlook...



Shelookedatherperfectlydonefaceasthe

otherladyheldthemirrorbehindherhair,she

hadwhitepearlsdescendingonherhair.

Metlha:Putonthegown...

MeanwhileAuntDorisbuttonedhercustom

madedressandfixedherhair..

Beautician:(laughed)Don'ttouchyourhair

granny

AuntDoris:Sothishairfallsonmyforehead

likethis?

Beautician:(laughed)Yesit'scalledabang..

Oarabilequietlygotinherdressasthe



beauticianspulledthestringsbehindhergown..

AuntDoris:Ifthingsweredoneproperlythis

gownwassupposedtocomewithyourin-laws,

nooneissupposedtotouchabride'sgown

excepttheIn-laws,forexamplelet'ssayyou

weremarryingRefa.TheBandawiveswouldbe

theonesdressingyounotus...Ibilemonyadio

apeswalesirekebommebabanyetsweng

esengbabagoapesabaobasanyalwa.

Metlha:Oarabileyoucanalwaysdothe

traditionalweddingafterschoolmoghirlnow

it'stimetocelebrate,dingwaoretadibonako

moragoplusiheardShawnsayinghewouldlike

tovisitBotswanaagainsoyou'regood.No

worries,justmarrythemanofyourdreams

gapemarriagesalwaysfaileventhoughthose

traditionsarefollowedwhichshowsitprevents

nothing...



Oarabilesmiledalittleassheturnedaround

lookingatherselfonthemirror,therewasa

knockonthedoorthenNatashawalkedin

lookingAngelic..

Natasha:Thelimousineisoutsideandsomany

beautifulpeopleoutside

Metlha:(laughed)Itsourclassmates,I'lltalkto

them...

ShewalkedoutsideandAuntDorissmiledat

Rabibeforekissingherhands....

AuntDoris:MayGodblessyourmarriage,

you'rebeautifuljustlikeyourmother...

Oarabile:Thankyou...



AuntDoris:Whythelongface?

Oarabile:I'm justscared...Marriageisabig

step,iwonderifI'm readyorrushing

AuntDoris:You'rehavingcoldfeet,ithappens

toeverybrideaipotsagoreanengogaakgona

dikgwethotsanyalo.

Oarabile:Ok

AuntDoris:Let'sgo...

Shewalkeddownthestairsasherbridesmaids

clappedhandsforher...

Atthechurch...

LateronShawnandhisbrothertogetherwith

thereverendstoodatthefrontasabout25

peoplesatonthefrontbenches...



Themusicstarted,Natashaandherfriend

droppedrosepaddlesdowntheIsle

approachingthefrontthentheysatdown..

MeanwhileupstairsOarabilesatonthestool

staringatRefa'spicture,tearsblurredherface

anddroppedonherphone.Thedooropened

andMetlhawalkedin...

Metlha:Let'sgo...Comeon

Oarabile:(tearfully)Ican't...IloveRefa

Metlha:Excuseyou?Refaohe?Enewago

robalaAkwanaandChelseawithoutacondom?

Didn'tyouswearyou'llnevergobackthere

Oarabile:Thereisnouseformetomarrya

manidon'tlovebecauseiwon'tbehappy,i

havetobehonestwithmyselftotannagake



rateShawn.IwastryingtoshowRefathatican

moveonifiwant...

Metlha:Heelathemmannaserious,peopleare

waitingdownstairs...Weneedtomove

Oarabile:Ican't...

TherewasaknockonthedoorthenMetlha

openedthedoor..

Shawn'sbrother:Hi,what'stakingsolong?

Metlha:Wearecoming..

Oarabile:I'm notcoming...Pleasetelleveryone

togoandI'm notfeelingthiswedding,itjust

feelsawkwardandweird,weddingsarebig

seriousthingsBotswana.I'm sorry

Metlha:Don'tlistentoher,sheiscoming

Oarabile:Pleaseapologisetoeveryoneforme..



Shawn'sbrotherturnedaroundandwalked

downstairsaseveryoneturnedlookingathim,

heleanedovertoShawnandwhisperedthen

Shawnlookedupandpacedupstairs.The

wholechurchbuzzedashereachedthetopof

thestairs,heknockedonthedoorandtriedto

openbutitwaslocked...

Shawn:Rabi?Canwetalk?

Oarabile:(cryinginside)Idon'tloveyouShawn

Shawn:Andyouchoseourweddingdaytotell

me?Dididosomethingwrong?I'm sorry,We

cantalkaboutitbuteveryoneiswaiting..

Oarabile:Ican'tmarryyou

Shawn:Rabipleasestop...Openthedoor...This

feelslikeascenefrom amovie,don'tdothisto

me.Mywholeclassishere,3ofourAfrican



professorsarehere,theGhanaian,TheKenyan

andtheSouthAfrican...Theycamehereto

supportus.Myfatherishere,please...Ihave

alreadypostedonFacebook,peoplearegoing

tomakefunofme...Pleasebabe...Openthe

door.

Oarabile:IloveRefa...Idon'tloveyou

Shawnswallowedandlookeddownaspeople

lookedupathim thenheloweredhisvoice...

Shawn:(verylowvoice)Rabi?Please

MeanwhileRabitookoffhergownandtookoff

herpearlsandjewellery...

*

*



*

*

*
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AttheChurch...

Shewalkeddownthestairsinhergowninner

asShawnpacedbesidesher..

Shawn:Rabi?Pleasedon'tdothistome,I'm

beggingyou...Gogetdressed,wehavea

family...Please,ipostedonFacebookpeople

aregoingtoroastme...

Peoplestoodupandwatchedwhilesomeof



thestudentssecretlyrecordedastheypassed

byandoutthedoubledoors,Shawnstoodat

thechurchstoopandwatchedherasshe

jumpedintoanuberthatdroveoffassoonas

sheclosedthedoor.

Peoplewalkedoutandlookedathim thenhe

gotdownthestepsandwalkedalongthe

pathway,hisbrotherranafterhim andaunt

Dorisshamefullylookeddownaspeoplelooked

atherwhilesheheldthebaby....

AtRefa'sleasedhouse...

Refaparkedatthegateandsteppedouttalking

tothephone...

Refa:Ok,ijustwantedtocheckifitwasOKwith



youbeforeicomein,bye

Hehungupandpressedthegatekey,itslid

openthenheheldherhandastheywalkedin.

Hestoodbehindherandputhisarmsaround

herslim waistastheylookedatthebeautiful

housesurroundedbygreengrassandasmall

poolatthecornerwithathatchedroofnexttoit

asagazebo.

Refa:Thisisallihave...(pointed)Iwanttoputa

twobedroom houseoverthereandaddmore

tenants.

Charity:No,justbuyadifferentplotsotenants

don'tgetsquashedtogetherasifit'sstudent

accommodation.Serioustenantslikethisneed

privacy.

Refa:Youhaveapoint...



Charity:Howmuchdoyouhave?(laughed)

Kanakeskabotsarra?Keboletsagorekeitse

goreafterbuyingaplotyou'llremainwithhow

much

Refa:Wellitsareasonableamount,ievensold

mypoloandsavedthemoney.IboughtAudi

mokhatengyamefrom thetenderand...

(whisperedinherear)ihaveagoodfeeling

aboutthedocumentsisubmittedforthe

tenderstsasupplyofofficeequipment.It'smy

company,smallbutpromising.

Charity:(laughed)Yourbeardisticklingmy

neck...Andyoustillhaven'ttoldmetheamount

Refa:Iwanttomarryyoukaoneinstead

Charity:Nicejoke...Soifyoubudgetforaplot

willitbeenoughforthehouse?

Refa:Idon'tknow,I'llsee..

Charity:Alright,I'llhelpyoupostlookingfora

plot...(smiled)Let'sgetoutofpeople'shomes



Shepulledhishandasheglancedather

admirablywhiletheywalkedtothecar,she

laughedshylyandfrownedcuriously..

Charity:Keengnerra?

Refa:Onalenkonko

Sherubbedhernoseandhelaughedwrapping

hisarmsaroundherfrom behindandcarrying

herasshelaughedholdinghisstrongarms,he

putherdownandturnedheraroundasshe

leanedagainstthecarthenhepulledherchin

upandsoftlykissedher...

Refa:(spokeonherlips)Iwanttomeetyour

parents..

Charity:Rememberwhatitoldyou?Iwas



kickedoutalongtimeagobecauseofthe

churchiwentto

Refa:Sowhat?Justtellthem youdon'tgoto

thatchurchanymoreandyou'renotmarried...I

wanttoseeyourfamily...

Charity:(smiledplayingwithhisneatlycut

beard)Howaboutyougivemetimetovisit

them aloneandseehowtheywillreceiveme?

mystepfatherwassoheartbrokenwhenileft

hecried.Heisthesweetestmaneverandhe

lovedmemorethanevenhisownblood.

Refa:Ithinkhim andiwillclick

Charity:Mymotherisnicetoobutsheholdsa

grudge,youknowwomensoI'llupdateyou.

Refa:Alright,wouldyoumindmeetingmy

family?

Charity:(smilednervously)Nottodayright?Ke

tshogahelafrom thinkingaboutit...



Refa:(laughed)Nottoday.Nextweekmyfather

isbrandingthecattlesoalltheguyswillbeat

thefarm,maybeyoucancomealongandhelp

mymothercookforus,sheusuallycooks

becauseweworkallday.

Charity:Willshelikeme?

Refa:(laughed)Thisisembarrassingbutyeah

shewilldefinitelyloveyoubecauseyouhavea

companyandyou'refinanciallystable...

Shenaughtilystuckhertongueoutanddanced..

Charity:Yeimatsalewanrata...Ke

achievement..

Refa:(laughed)Butifshedoesn'tdon'ttakeher

toheart,shedoesn'tlikeourgirlfriends.

Charity:(laughed)Ok,I'llcrossmyfingers.And

yourdad?



Refa:Heisabigboy...Hewillloveyou,hewill

definitelyloveyourbodyandhemightsound

creepywithhiscommentsbutdon'tworry,he

won'thitonyouhejusttalkstoomuchandi

thinkhewasafuckboywhenhewasyoungjust

thatheusedprotectionbecausehedoesn't

haveanyotherkidsbesidesus.IthinkFelaomo

gotsitsekoorehelabagolobaratagoitiradi

sweetkonyanamogorona

Charity:(laughedandsmackedhischest)

Respecttheelderswena..

Refa:(laughed)Andwecurrentlyorganisinga

tombstoneunveilingformygreatgrandfather

Bandahimselfanditwillalsobeafamily

reunionsoIwouldappreciateitifyou

accompaniedme.

Charity:Ican'twait...

Refa:Let'sgograbsomethingtoeat...



Theygotinthecaranddroveoff...

AtOarabile'shouse....

LateronOarabilesteppedoutofthetuband

wrappedherselfwithatowelwalkingtoher

room whereshesatdownandclickedon

WhatsApp..

Oarabile:Hi, icouldn'tgoonwiththe

wedding.Pleaseletmeknowwhenyou'reready

sowecanvideochat.I'm goingthroughalot.

ShesentthemessagetoRefaandheraunt

walkedincarryingthebaby...

AuntDoris:(angrily)Howcanyouembarrass



melikethat?Peoplewerelookingatme

Oarabile:IwanttogetmarriedtoRefa,ihave

madepeacewiththefactthatilovehim andhe

mademistakeswhichheleantfrom.

AuntDoris:Willheacceptyouwith

Muhammad'schild?

Oarabile:HeacceptedNatashaandheloves

herunconditionally,hewon'tmindthis

especiallybecauseshestillababysoshecan

stillcallhim dadlikeNatasha.

AuntDoris:Idon'tknowaboutthatbutifyou

trusthim thenwhoam itoquestionyou?Now

Shawniswonderingoutthere...Whatifhe

commitssuicide?

Oarabile:Hisbrotherwilltakecareofhim...

AuntDorishandedherthebabyandshebegun

breastfeeding,Natashaburstthroughthedoor



panting...

Natasha:Mamadaddyiscallingyou...Heisat

thedoor

Oarabile:Oklove

Sheputonherdressandwalkeddownstairs

stillholdingthebabyasshesuckedapink

dummy...

ShewalkedtothedoorwhereShawnwasstillin

histuxedo,

Oarabile:Hi...

Shawn:(calmlywithreddishpuffyeyes)Hey...I

paidforthishousebecauseiwasunderthe

impressionthatwearehusbandandwife,i



didn'tknowyoudon'tlovemeordon'tintendon

marryingmesoithinkit'sbesticutmylosses

shortandservemylandlordwithnotice,inthe

meantimeI'dappreciateitifyoupackedyour

things,yourchildren'sthingstogetherwithyour

auntandleavemyhouse...Today....Before

11pm.IfifindyouherewhenicomebackI'll

bringthepolicetoescortyououtofmyhouse

becauseyou'llbesquatters.(gentlyspreadhis

arms)Canihavemydaughterplease?Youcan

seeheranytimeyouwantjustgivemeacall

andwhenyouhaveagoodhouseshecanvisit

too.Ifyouhaveaproblem withanythingisaid

concerningmydaughtercontactchild

protectiveservicesforclarification.You're

basicallyhomelessandjoblesssoI'm theonly

stableparent.Thanksfortheembarrassment,

I'm trendingonFacebookandourvideois

circulatingatwork,thewholehospitalis

floodingmyDM withquestions,myformer

professorsareshocked...thankyouverymuch,



I'llcomebackat11pm.Bringthediaperbag...

Heturnedaroundandputthebabyinthecar,

Bambinoranover...

Bambino:Wherearewegoing?

Shawn:(smiledandsquattedtohisheightwith

asadsmile)I'm takingthebabyforawalkmy

boy,stayherewithmommy.

Bambino:Ok,I'llplaythegame

Shawn:Great

Theydidhighfivethenheraninside,Oarabile

tearfullyhandedhim thediaperbagthenhe

droveoff.

Oarabile:Mxm...



Shetookoutherphoneandvideocalled...

AtRefa'sHouse....

LaterthateveningRefaandCharityboth

adjustedthecouchintoabed,Refathrewhera

blanketandshespreaditoverthenhecameout

ofthekitchenwithatrayofjunkfoodand

drinks...

Refa:Haveyouselectedamovie?

Charity:(scrolling)Kekalegamatho..

Refa:(laughed)I'llchoose...

Heputdownthetray,Charitypickedapieceand

chewedgluedtothescreenashealsochewed



scrollingthrough.Hisphonerangandthey

paused...

Refa:KeOarabilegape

Charity:(gottheremote)Omoshapilekaseen

akere,itoldyoutoreply(laughed)gapeleha

osampontshereply

Refa:(laughedandpokedherhead)Obatago

nthalakastyleorekenalelebabymamadrama,

I'm nothavingthatshit...(hepickedlookingat

thescreen)Hello?

Oarabile:Hi,Shawnkickedmeoutwiththe

children,mynameisnotontheleasesohecan

callthepoliceonme.Idon'tknowwhatto

do.Canyousendmemoneyor-

Refa:Waremoney?Whereismychild?

Bambinotobespecific..

Oarabile:Heiswithmekana-



Refa:Irememberaskingyougoreoisakae

banabecauseyou'reastudentandyoucan't

affordanything,isoundedjealousakere?Nna

kanaanongI'm nolongerspendingmoney

impulsively.Ihavebigplansandbudgets...I

don'thavemoney...WhereisauntDoris?

Oarabile:Motshwarele

AuntDoris:Hello?

Refa:AuntiemayibuyyouandBambinoreturn

flighttickets?Okakgonagomontelahankago

rekelaticketkanakebueletravellingagency

gongweekanthusa?

AuntDoris:I'llcomewithhim,ineedthatticketi

can'tevenaffordadrink.

Oarabile:RefawhataboutNatasha?Gapekana-

Refa:I'm donebeingnice,iknowyou'lluseit

againstmebutidon'tcarebecauseyouthink

I'm anassholeanyways,letyourhusband

handleit,ijustwantmychildonthenextflight



toAfrica,Bambinotobespecific...That'swho

I'm payingfor.Bambinotobespecific..

Hehungupandsighedangrily...

*

*
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Atthehotel....

Shawnsatattheendofthebedsadlylookingat

hisdaughterasshelaidpeacefullyasleep,his

brothercalledandhestoodupansweringwhile

hepushedthewindowfoldsaside...

Shawn:Hello?



Him:You'rescaringme,whereareyou?

Shawn:Atahotel,I'm waitingforRabitoleave

Him:Canyoupleasecometomyhouse,Dad

wantstotalktoyou

Shawn:Ican'tfaceeveryonerightnow,I'm

embarrassed.Ineedtimetogathermystrength

andfigureoutmynextmove.

Metlha'scallcamethrough..

Shawn:I'llcallyouback...(hungupandcalled)

Hello?

Metlha:I'm walkingupstairs

Shawn:(walkedtothedoorandopened)Why

didn'tyoutaketheelevator?

Metlha:Ialwaystakeadvantageofthestairsfor

healthreasons



Shawn:Ihopeyou'renotdoingittoshedyour

behind

Metlha:(laughedpanting)Shawn!

Shawn:(laughed)Sorry...

Shereachedthetoppartofthestairsand

smiledathim ashestoodathisroom hanging

up,shewalkedinsideandheclosedthedoor...

Metlha:Sowhatam isupposedtodowitha

baby?WhereisRabi?

Shawn:Sheispackingup,ineedyoutolook

afterheruntilifindasolution

Metlha:ShawnI'm astudentandI'm writingmy

examsonThursday,istayoncampusandi

can'tgotomyroom withababy

Shawn:Rabiisleaving,you'removinginthe

house.Iknowyoucanoptnottostayon



campus,I'llpayyouforbabysitting.You'rethe

onlypersonitrustwiththebabyrightnow.

Please..

Shesadlylookedathim stillinhistuxedo...

Metlha:(softly)Haveyouevenhadanythingto

eatsincemorningShawn?

Shawn:(scratchedhishead)Yeah

Metlha:Lyingdoesn'tsuityou

Shawn:I'm nothungry

Metlha:(pickedupthetelephone)I'm callingfor

room service...Takeoffthatsuitandtakea

bath...Doyouhaveyourbankcardwithyou?

Shawn:Yeah,orderanything

Metlha:Pleasegoandbath,I'llstaywiththe

baby..



Shawn:Ok

Hetookoffhisclothesandhereyesalmost

explodedlookingathisEastAfricanweapon,

hermouthdroppedandshelookedawaywith

thetelephoneonherear...

Metlha:Um...Nekekarengne

Voice:(confused)Excusemewhat?Doyou

speakEnglish?

Metlha:(clearedherthroat)Sorry,caniget

room service?

Shetalkedtothehotelassistantandpaused...

Metlha:(shouted)Shawn?Shouldwegotothe

restaurantorhavethem deliveredhere?



Shawn:I'm goingviral,wecan'tgoout

Metlha:(laughed)Ohyeah,ofcourse

Shelaughedandfinalisedthenshechangedthe

baby'sdiaperandpreparedtheformula.Her

phonerangandsheputitonloudspeakerwhile

shefoldedthedirtydiaper...

Metlha:Heygirl,howareyoufeeling?

Oarabile:I'm packingandihavenowheretogo

kanaifiwasaloneI'dcrushatyourhousenow

auntieandthekidsaretheproblem.I'm

consideringgoingtothepolicesotheycanbe

deportedbuttheyhaven'toverstayedsoidon't

iftheywillhelp,idon'twantmykidstobetaken

toaFosterhomethenimighttakeforeverto

getthem back.

Metlha:Eishkamathatatota



Natasha:Mamaihavemoneyinmypiggybank

Oarabile:Goandbringit,maybewecanafforda

motelbutnowNatashadoesn'thaveaflight

ticket.ShouldigototheAmbassadorwa

Botswanakanajang?Whereareyounemma?I

needyourightkanawenayouknowpeople

Metlha:I'm readingformyexam,I'm aboutto

gotothelabtocheckonmyexperiment.Ihave

tocheckthechemicalreactionsatintervals.

Oarabile:Ok..ijustcalledRefammakehaa

nkgakgalla

Metlha:Don'tworry,itsonlyamatteroftime.

Fightforyourlove,babymamasandbaby

daddysneverleaveeachother.Heisjust

angry...Refaisyours,don'tgiveuponyourman.

You'regoingtoenduptogetherandmarried,

you'reMrsBanda

Oarabile:Eishakeremma,andthemother

lovesmekanagolohale.Thatcleanerisjust



wastingtime.

Metlha:Thatachoma,fightforyouman.Iknow

Refalovesyou...

Oarabile:Akere

Metlha:Don'tgiveup,themoreheactscrazy

andangryyoubecalm girl,nnakanathemmai

haveseenbabymamasandbabydaddys

gettingbacktogethertoraisetheirfamily.That

Charityiswastinghertime,waituntilyoufinish

schoolRefaagobonajaanainyourcoatand

wenayoudon'tneedhismoneylikeherakere

enekeburden.Wenayou'llbebuyinghim megs

andwhatnotkooreomosupegetsagorewamo

rata.

Oarabile:Lennatotaihavethisfeelingthathe

isjustangry,ofcoursehecan'tjustjumpwa

bona?

Shawnwalkedinshortsandsatattheother



cornerlistening..

Oarabile:I'm goingtofightformymanandi

don'tthinkRefawilleverloveanyonetheway

helovesme.ThatmancriedformeMetlhane

mmawagakologelwakoAirport?Andhecried

forNatasha..Hewillloveallmychildrenand

acceptthem ashis,wewillenduptogether.

Peloyamegaennebothokobecauseiknow

Refaiseasy,kisshim onceandhesaysyesto

everything.Shawnisjustbeingstupidchasing

meout,tomorrowRefawillsendmemoney,he

hasneversaidnotomekanaevenwheniwas

withShawnhewantedme,irememberone

nightweweresoclosetokissinginthecar...

Shawnpickedthepillowandburiedhisface,

Metlhawalkedaroundthebedandsatnextto

him thenshehuggedhim tightlyasOarabile



talkedendlesslybyherself.

Oarabile:Hello?

Metlha:That'struemma,letmestudy2

minutes.Don'tmissclasstomorrow,youbeen

missinglessonswena

Oarabile:Nowiwanttoseriousandgohometo

myman.

Metlha:Bye

Shehungupandsighed...

Metlha:Sorryyouhadtohearthat

Shawn:It'sok,iwouldhaveneverbelievedyou

ifyoudidn'ttellme.

Metlha:I'm reallysorry...Buttomorrowwemust

findadaycarecenterforher,itwillbeeasier



thatway.

Shawn:That’smyplan.

Metlha:Sowhendowemovein?

Shawn:Igaveherupto11pm,doyouwantto

moveintonight?Wecanmoveintomo-

Metlha:Let'sdoittonight,thebabymightnot

becomfortablesleepinginastrangeplace.Let

hersleepinherroom whereicanusethebaby

monitorandstuff

Shawn:True

Metlha:Letmecallmyroom mateandtellheri

won'tbeintonight..

Shedialedherroommate....

AtOarabile'shouse...



MeanwhileRabiwalkedinthebathroom put

bathingthingsinherbag,thestrongsmellof

thedetergentsgotherspittingalargebubbleof

spitasherauntwalkedin...

AuntDoris:Gaomoimanatotawena?

Oarabile:(laughed)No,Shawngavemean

injectionmonthsago..

AuntDoris:Whenlastdidyougetyourperiod?

Oarabile:Ihaven'tgottenit,ithappenswhen

youareusinganinjection.Yourperiodcan

disappear.

AuntDoris:Ok..I'm donepacking

Oarabile:Metoo...Natasha'spiggybankhada

lotofmoney,sheevenhadnotes.Theyenough

foramotel.

AuntDoris:Ican'twaittoleave,I'm already

scaredofbeinghomelessinwhitepeople's



country.Idon'twanttogotojailanddiehere

Oarabile:(laughed)Youwon'tgotojail,Refa

willsendthemoney.Hesometimesgetsrough

butthenhefeelsbadanddoestherightthing.

Maybehewastryingtoimpressthegirl,I'llhear

from him tomorrow.

AuntDoris:Ok..

TheywalkeddownstairswhereNatashaand

Bambinowerebothsittingontopofbags...

AtChelsea'sHouse...

LaterthateveningRona'sphonevibratedonthe

headboardwhilehelaidnexttoChelsea...

Chelseapassedthephoneandnoticeditwas



Carly,hegotupandansweredwalkingout...

Rona:Hello?

Carly:Whycan'tyouspendanighthere?Am i

forcingmyselfonyou?

Rona:Babewhereisthatcomingfrom?(looked

backandloweredhisvoice)Stoptalkinglike

that

Carly:Canyoujustcomeherepleaseman?If

you'renotcheatingcanyoucome?

Rona:Ok,ok,I'm coming,JesusCarlythishas

gottostop,youcan'texpectmetobethere

24/7

Carly:Idon'twantyou,yourbabyistheonewho

missesyou..(smiled)Comereadhim hisstory

book.

Hesighedandhungupthenhewalkedtothe



bedroom andputonhisclothesbeforekissing

Chelsea..

Rona:Keetaautw

Chelsea:Whereareyougoing?

Rona:Seriously?..You'renotmywifeOK?You

reallyneedtostopactinginsecureit'sannoying.

Chelsea:(tearfully)SoyouwanttogoseeCarly?

Rona:I'm notgoingtoseeCarlybutifyoudon't

believemethat'sfine,believewhatyouwant...

Hewalkedoutthenshefollowedhim outuntil

hegotinthecar...

Chelsea:Canicomewithyou?

Rona:Canyoupleasestop?Please...ireally

hopeyouwon'tmakemeloseanotherbaby



againwithyourinsecuritiesandunnecessary

stressformychild.Can'tyoujuststayhome

andwaitforme?

Chelsea:Youwon'tbelong?

Rona:Iwon'tbelong...Iloveyou

Chelsea:Iloveyou...(rubbingherstomach)

Andyouwon'tlosethisone,I'lldomybest...

(leanedinandkissedhim)drivesafely...

Hedroveoffandshewalkedbackinthehouse

andlockedthedoor...

AtOarabile'sHouse...

LaterthatnightShawnunlockedthedoorand

Metlhawalkedincarryingthebaby..



Shawn:Thebedroomsareupstairs

Metlha:Iknow...

Heheldherhandastheywalkedupwhileshe

putthebabyonherchest,onceinthebaby's

room shelaidherinhercribandadjustedthe

monitorwhileShawnquietlyadmiredstanding

atthedoor.Shesighedandwalkedpasthim

thentheyslowlywalkedtothebedroom...

Shawn:Thekidsusebunkbeds,youcan'tuse

theirroom...

Metlha:Ok

Shawn:Doyoumindifikeepyoucompany?

Metlhasteppedoverandunbuttonedhisshirt

thenshegentlyrubbedhischestbitingherlip,

hepulledupherchinandFrenchkissedheras



theyfellonthebed,heslidhishandintheback

pocketandtookoutrubberthenheliftedhis

bodyandrolleditonwhilekissingher,he

pushedherthighawayblockingherpunanithen

hepushedinasshescreamedflinchingand

pushinghim...

Metlha:Uhhhhhhei-heiShawnemapele

Shawn:What?

Metlha:Fuck...Ithinkyoucrackedme..

Shawn:(pulledherhandoffhischestand

whisperedinherear)Ithinkyou'revirgin...

Metlha:(smiled)I'm notvir(hewentdeeper)

Vvvvvvaaaaa...Shitheiskillingit...

Sheliftedherheadandwatchedashiswhole

blackdickdisappearedinsideherpinkish,he

kissedherand#removed....



AtRefa'sHouse...

Meanwhilethemovieendedaswordsslowly

movedupthescreen,Refamovedhisheadand

lookedatCharityasshedozedoff.Heswitched

offtheTVandcarriedhertothebedroom,she

slightlyopenedhereyesandsmiled..

Charity:(sleepy)Refaskantiga...

Hesmiledandlaidherdownthenhewentback

fortheirphones,switchedoffthelivingroom

lightsandclosedthebedroom door.Heplaced

thephoneddownandgotundercoverputting

hisarm alongherthighthenheslowlywentup

hercameltoe.Heslidhishandinherpanties

andtouchedhersoftness.Shegroanedholding



hishandandhesoftlykissedherneck...

Refa:Shhhh....Ijustwanttofeelyour-

Charity:(whiningsleepy)ngngReeeeefa

bathong..

Hisphonerang,hesighedlookingatthevideo

callandlaidonhisback...

Refa:Hello?

Oarabile:Canwetalkaboutus?Iju-

Refa:Kantehaoletsaatthistimeofthenight

warekereng?

Oarabile:Canwetalkaboutus,isacrificed

everythingtobewithyou.

Refa:youjustwantmetoberudetoyou

becausewhenI'm talkingtoyounicelyyouthink



I'm weak.Iknowyoudon'tbelieveme,it's

understandableyoudon'tthinkicanresistyou

butiactuallydon'tloveyouanymore,idon't

evenknowhowthathappenedbutrespectmy

womanifnotme.Rerobetseoskarethodiisa

phonegapeplease.

Hehungup...

*

*

*

*

*

.

.

.

.
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AtOarabile'sHouse...

ThenextmorningMetlhashookShawn,he

liftedhisheadandlookedatherthenshe

laughedathim...

Shawn:What?

Metlha:(laughed)Youtalkinyoursleep

Shawn:(smiledembarrassed)Inevertalkinmy

sleep

Metlhasatuptryingnottolaughbutshefound

herselflaughing,Shawngrabbedthepillowand

hitheronthefacethenhegotontopofher..



Metlha:(laughed)YousaidI'm goingtoKigali

Shawn:(laughed)Ididn'tsaythat...

Metlha:Mybrothertalksinhissleeptoo,waitse

kana...Heoncesaid"Nnakebatagorota"it

meansiwanttopeesomyotherbrotherslid

outofbedandalmostfelltryingtowakehim so

hedoesn'tpeeonthebed

Shawn:(smiledblushing)Idonottalkonmy

sleep

Metlhagotupandtookherphonevideocalling

herbrother...

Shawn:(smiling)Whatareyoudoing?

Metlha:I'm checkingonmybrother...

Shawn:(pointedather)Ifyoumentionmyname



I'm goingtomurderyou

Metlhasmiledstandingbythewindowasher

brotherputthestethoscopearoundhisneck

andsmiled..

Him:Heydummy,what'sup?

Metlha:(laughingnonstop)Ok...Ok...Listen....I

thinkijustfoundyourtwinbrother...Hetalksin

hissleepandhegrindshisteethtoo...andyou

knowwhatjustlikeyouhedoesn'twantto

admitit

Him:(laughed)Inevertalkinmysleepwhat's

wrongwithyou?

Metlha:Bonatwinyagago

ShemovedthecameratoShawnwhowrestled

heronthebedastheylaughed,Metlhalaidon



hertummyandShawngotontopofhersmiling

atthecamera...

Shawn:Heymanwhat'sup?

Brother:(laughed)Justtobeclearidon'tgrind

myteethortalkinmysleep,yourfriendisday

dreaming

Shawn:(laughed)Ibelieveyoubecausesheis

lyingaboutmetoo...(lookingathiscoat)You're

adoctor?

Brother:Yeah,areyouastudent?

Shawn:No,I'm asurgeon

Brother:Wow....Niceman,youshouldcome

workherewehaveashortageofsurgeonsin

thecountry,plusBotswanaisapeaceful

country

Shawn:Nomanigotharassedonmyfirstvisit,

Tswana'sarenotnice...(pinchedMetlha's



cheeksmakingherlipsabeakandkissedher

forehead)ExceptthisoneTswana..

Brother:Youmusthavemet1rudepersonout

ofeachmillionofthegoodwelcoming

Batswana

Shawn:Sohowisitbeingadoctorthere?

Moneywise

Metlhasighedrollinghereyesasshegotoutof

bed..

Metlha:Sonowallofsuddenidon'texist?

Shawn:(hitherbuttwiththepillowholdinga

phone)Getout,Doctorsaretalking...

Shegavehim afingerandwalkedinthebaby's

room whereshecheckedonherandwent

downstairstomakebreakfastthenshewalked



backup...

Metlha:Ihavealessoninanhour,you'llhaveto

babysitforawhile

Shawn:(stillonvideocall)Alrightcool,icalled

insicksoishouldbeOKforacoupleofhours..

Brother:Howmuchdoesadoctorgetpaidon

averagethere?

Shawn:I'llfindyoualltheinfoandWhatsAppit,

(laughed)Butdon'tbetemptedtocomehere...I

meanit'sniceyesbutthelivingstandardis

expensive,youearnalotbutyoualsospenda

lot.ThereisnoplacelikeAfrica...

Brother:Thereisafriendofminewhowantsto

comethere,ican'tleaveBW ihavesomuchto

stayforhere..I'llintroduceyousometimesthis

week

Metlha:(sighed)Guyshonestlystop,I'm theone



whocalled

Brother:Shhhwena

Shawn:Manyourlittlesisterisanattention

seeker

Brother:Iknow,thankGodsheisbotheringyou

thereandnotme,ihaveevengainedweight

Metlha:Mxm I'm goingtobath..

Shawn:Goplease,nobodymissesyou

Theylaughedasshewalkedaway....

AtRefa'sHouse..

MeanwhileCharitysnappedoutofhersleep

andlookedathertime...



Charity:Jesus!Ihavetodropofftheworkers,i

completelyforgot,

Refaslowlygotupyawninglookingatherbutt

shakingassheputonherclothesandgrabbed

herkeys,shelandedakissonhislipsand

openedthedoor...

Charity:Seeyoulater

Refa:Wait...Wait...

Hegotoffthebedandtrippedfallingonthe

floorthenhefollowedher..

Refa:Canwecomeandrelaxlater?

Charitylookedathishoneyfaceandsmiled



walkingback,shekissedhislips...

Charity:Ilovethewayyoulookwhenyou're

thinkingaboutsex...Rememberhowyou

grabbedmyarm thattimewheniwantedit?

Paybacktime

Refa:Tothisdayiwonderwhatwaswrongwith

me...

Charity:(smiled)Let'sjustrelaxandletnature

takeitscourse,nosexappointmentoranything..

Let'sjustletitfloorbutiwanttogettested

first...

Hisheartskipped...

Refa:Together?

Charity:Yes...(laughed)Andnocheating,no

testingalonefirst



Refa:(laughed)Areyoureadingmymind?

Charity:(laughed)Iseeitinyoureyeswhen

you'rethinkingbad,I'm goingtodropoffthe

workersthenwecanmeetthere

Refa:ok

Shewalkedoutasheworriedlylookedather..

Refa:Charity?(shestopped)You'lllovemeleha

kelepositiveakere?Nnamothowamodimoi

wasn'talwayslikethis.Ionlylearnttobe

responsiblethelastfiveyears.Beforethati

lookedatagirlforherstatus,gaononneneke

tsenahelaassumingyou'recleanandijust

didn'tcare,koorepressureyaerectionnnee

kgonagomphekeetsamoelenggoreiendup

sayingweareallgoingtodieanywaysthenI'll

sleepwithawomanwithoutprotection.I'm

tellingyouthisbecausethereisa50%chance



ofmebeingpositive.Totaifyoumetme5

yearsagolastnightwhenRabicallediwould

havejumped.I'm totallydifferentfrom themani

wasandI'm sureRabiisexpectingmeto

changemymind,that'sjusthowiwas.

Charity:Iwillacceptwhateverstatusyoucome

with,aboutyourkids...Ithinkyoushouldjust

buythem tickets.Iknowitsexpensivebutyou

havethatmoneythatyouwantedtobuildwith.

Forthesakeofthatlittlegirlhela,justbecause

shestillthinksyou'reherfather...Helpherout.

AteBotswanahela,itsoundslikethegrannyis

oksoshewillhelpyououtwenaontsha

support.

Refa:No,I'm notpayingforNatasha'sticketand

ithasnothingtodowithNatasha.Iwant

Oarabiletounderstandthatireallydon'thaveto

helpher,thereisnothingannoyinglikehelping

someoneraiseherchildandonedayshetells

youit'snotyourchild.I'm emotionallystrong



enoughtostandagainstherusingherchild.Let

thisbeabiglessontoher,letherfigureitout

besidesiam inarelationshipwithanother

woman,nomatterhowmorallyrightitis..Its

technicallywrongformetobehelpingmyex

raiseherchild.Thosethingsofsupportinga

stepchildarebenefitsofarelationship,nowwe

areoversoitakeresponsibilityformysononly.

DoyouknowwhysheisnotaskingShawnto

buyaticketforNatasha?Becausesheknows

hishelpwasbasedontheirpresent

circumstances,nowheknowsthereisadammy

backinMaunthatlovesothermen'schildren.

I'm notdoingthatshit,I'm sorrybabeI'm doing

thisoutofrespectformycurrentrelationship.I

wouldbepissedifisawyouvisitingyourex

husbandtowashhisbaby'sclothessodon't

askmetohelpNatasha.Oarabilemadeher

decisionandimademine,maybekarmawill

punishmeforsayingican'tsupportmyex's

childbutthat'sfine.I'm notlosingyouover



nonsense,theminuteistartbeingNatasha's

daddyRabiwillthinkiwantherback.Idon't

knowifyouseeitbutshedoesn'tbelieveme

whenisayI'm done.Idon'tblameherthough,a

lotofusmendomessupandwanttogoback

tothewomenwewerewithbutnotme,Rabi

wasaneducationalchapterinmylife..The

wholebookisaboutyouandme,sheisa

closedchapterandihopeitdoesn'ttakeher5

yearstoseeitlikeme...(steppedoverandheld

herhands)You'retheoneI'm goingtospend

therestofmylifewith,you'retheoneI'm taking

homeandyou'reMrsBanda.Pleasedon'tforce

metohelpmyex,sheputherselfinthat

situationletherfigureouttherest...

Theyhuggedandsighed...

Charity:Ok...Igetyourpoint...Iunderstand..



Saynomore...

Hekissedherandopenedthedoorforher...

Refa:You'relate...

Shekissedhim andhurriedout...

AtMetro...

MinuteslaterCharitydroppedoffherlastand

oldestemployee..Shesteppedoutandclosed

thedoor...

Her:Thankyouboss

Charity:MmaTshilocanyouadviceme?



Her:Onwhat?I'm justacleaner

Charity:Ilikethelittleadviceyoualwaysthrow

atmeandnowineedthem morethanever.

Thecleanerlookedatherworriedfaceandgot

backinthecar.

Charity:I'm seeingthismanandhelovesme

buthehaschildrenwithotherwomen,theother

childisn'taproblem becausehisbrotheris

raisinghim well.Theotherboythebabymama

wantshim backandireallydon'twanttobe

caughtbetweenthetwo.Kooreialwaysget

tiredofhearingaboutbabymamasandithink

sheisgoingtomakemylifealivinghell...how

caniavoidstressasacurrentgirlfriend?

Her:Well...Firstyouhavetounderstandthe

babymama,therearetwotypesofbaby

mamas.Theoneswhohaveacceptedthatit's



overandnowpraytheirbabydaddymeetsa

goodwomanwhowillalsoloveherchildrenand

treatthem equally.Thesebabymamasareso

easytogetalongwithandmostofthem have

movedon,theyeitherhaveboyfriendsorare

marriedifnotthey'resinglebutjustwanttheir

childrentobesupported.Thenthereisthis

othertypethatsaysnowomanwillraisemy

childwhileI'm alive,theydon'tmeanthat

literallytothem theinterpretationistotally

different,theyhaveaproblem witheverything

andtheythinkthegirlfriendisbeingnicetotheir

childrentobuylovefrom thefather,they're

delusionalandtheydon'tunderstandthatyour

manwantedyouanddatedbeforediscussing

kids.Ifyoubuyclothesfortheirkidstheysay

they'reugly,thesebabymamasarealways

moneyhungry,nomatterhowmuchbabydaddy

givestheywillalwayscomplainandifthefather

lovesthechildshewillrefusewiththechildso

shecanenjoyhearinghisvoiceeverydayeven



ifthey'rearguing,thistypelovesattentionso

much.Thisisthekindofbabymamayouavoid

togetherwithherchildtominimiseyour

stresses.Avoidherchildbecauseitdoesn't

matterifyou'reniceshewillalwayspointa

fingeratyou.Ifyousitbackshesaysyou'renot

encouragingthefathertosupport,ifyouget

involvedshesaysyouweren'ttherewhenthey

madetheirbaby.Thesearewomenwhowill

alwaysdream ofgettingbacktogetherwith

theirbabydaddies,evenifhemarriesyoushe

willalwayshopefordivorce.Beforeyouknowit

sheisinher40'sstrugglingtocontrolheranger

evenonherownchildrenbecauseshethinks

lifeisnotfaironherandsheblameseveryone

forhermistakes.Seethesebabymamaswill

neverbehappybecauseeveniftheyfindtrue

lovetheywon'tbeabletoseeitbecausebaby

daddyisallthey'relookingfor.They're

obsessedwiththeperfectfamilysyndrome

kooretheydon'tknowyoucanleaveaman,find



agoodoneandstillhaveagoodrelationship

withyourbabydaddy'swifeorgirlfriend.These

oneswillalwaysembarrassourgenderbecause

theywillalwaysfightforamanwhoisn't

interested.Tocutthestoryshortdependingon

whatbabymamayou'refacingyouknowmy

advicebutmostimportantlyyourmanisthe

mostimportantpersoninthissituation.Ifhe

doesn'twantthatchildstayingwithyouorwith

youallthetimerespecthim asapotelekooago

hokoletsestress.Ngwanawamosadiyo

mongweotakadipuounlesseleyommaagwe

asiamengleutwanaletotana.

Charity:Thisbabymamadoesn'tlikemebutI'll

giveherasecondchancewhenhersoncomes,

I'llbeagoodstepmotherbutifshetroublesme

I'llstayawayfrom herson.

Her:Good..IhavetogoI'm late

Charity:(smiled)ByeMmaTshilo..



ShewalkedoutthenCharitysmiledthoughtfully

andsighedatease....

AttheBandaHouse...

RaAkofangandRragweRonasatunderthetree

togetherwithafewotherfamilymembersas

Refasteppedoutofthecarwithabookand

bentovergreetingthem.Theyexchanged

pleasantriesashepulledanoldbucketandsat

down..

Refa:Imanagedtobuildthebranchesofthe

familytreebutI'm havingproblemshere...And

here...Iknowtheoldtimerhad3sonsand2

daughters,bothdaughtersdiedand1son

leavingyoupapalemalome..Anongthe



marriedgrandchildrenidon'tknowtheirnames..

RaAkofang:Letmehelpyou..

HetookthebookandtogetherwithBandathey

namedallthechildren,grandchildrenandgreat

grandchildrentothedot...

Refa:Wowthanks..(lookingatRaAkofang)So...

Arethereanychildrenfrom extramaritalaffairs

weshouldinclude?Thewholepointhereisto

unitefamilyandmeettherelativeswehave

nevermet..Someofusneedtomeetour

cousinsbeforeweimpregnatethem.

Banda:IsakeakooreNatasha,koorewago

ingwabaauntilwhen?

Refa:Howdidyouknow?

Banda:I'm anadultRefaandihaveeyesand

ears...JustintroduceNatashatoyourchildren



sotheycanknoweachother.Yourwifealready

knowswhat'sthebigdeal?

RaAkofang:It'snotthateasyandyouofall

peopleshouldunderstandthat.

Banda:Justintroducethechildtothefamily,at

leastyou'resuresheisyours.Thereisnodoubt

thereandshehasyourresembles,kanawhen

youfatheredachildyouknowandyoucansee

itonthatchild.

Refa:LikeboRJ..Manmyboyslookliketwins,

RJdidn'tevencomeoutcolouredlikethemom.

Kebogale...Mygenesarestrong...

Banda:(laughed)Ifyoueverhaveadaughter

wagonnathogotelelehelajaakaboRJ

Refa:(laughed)Papatherrabuisangwanake

sente

RaAkofang'swifecalled.....



Him :(picked)Hello?

Her:Rabijustcalledme,shesaysweshould

buyNatashaaflightticketwithinanhourorshe

isreportingyou.Shesaysherauntiscatchinga

flightbacktoBotswanaandshemustcome

withher,apparentlysheandherboyfriendhada

fightandRefaonlypaidforhisson.

Him:Howmuchisit?

Her:ShesaysitsP5000

Him:Eng?Wherewilligetsuchmoney?

Her:Shegavemedetailsofwheretopaybut

shesaystherewillbeextrachargesforthe

moneytransferfeessowemustjustfind6K

Him:Iwillgotothecashloannow

Hehungupandputhisphoneinthepocket

thenhejumpedinthecarandreversed...



Him:I'llbeback...

Hedroveoff...

Refa:So..Whattimearewebrandingthis

weekend?I'm bringingafriendisthatok

Banda:(smiled)What'shername?Charity?

Refa:Rotlhewagoswaba,kantewhyalemaaka

jaana

Banda:(laughed)Sheisbeautiful,ogobolaisa

maragoledihipsakere?

Refalaughedshylyandlookeddown..

Refa:Omonnyekae?



Banda:Rotlheshowedme,sheisbeautifuland

ilikeher.Nowthat'sadaughteraineedaround

here...Bannathenyalanglebatona,Ronais

evenquietaboutmarriageagain

Refa:Butnnakesurekastoryijustdon'twant

torushher,wehaveOarabile'sdramasoidon't

wanttoproposeuntilI'veprovedmyselfto

Charityconcerningthebabymamathing.She

didn'tstraightoutsayitbuticanseeshethinks

imightgobacktoRabisoiwanthertopass

thatstage.

Banda:Goodmove...EneRabihowmanykids

doesshehave?

Refa:Isake'sdaughter,myson,Muhammad's

daughterandsheisprobablypregnantagain,

shevideocalledmeandsheisgainingweight

rapidly...Shealsohasbreakoutsonherfacethe

wayshedoeswhenherpregnanciesstartsbuti

couldbewrong,Idon'tknow



Banda:Andshethinksyou'llstillwantherback

aftereverythingandallthat?

Refa:Yesandidon'tevenknowhowtomake

herunderstand,idon'twanttoberudetoher

andikeeptellingherbutshethinksI'm joking

probablybecauseicriedforher.Weusedto

haveachancebutalotoftimehaspassedand

shehasachildI'm notwillingtoaccept,the

lovejustdiedandiloveanotherwomannow.I

dream aboutadifferentperson.

Banda:Alotofwomenthinkmenareeasy,she

probablythinksyou'llcracksoon

Refa:Wellthereissomethingihavelearntover

time,ifyoufindagoodwomanloveherand

givehereverything,shewillgivebackthesame.

Banda:Ilovethesoundofthatandyou'rea

grownmannow,iwantyoutomarryandhavea

stablefamily.I'm dyingandiwanttogiveallof

youyourinheritance.Afarm needsamanthat



hasamaturewomanwhoknowsthiskindof

lifestyle,iwantyoutothinkaboutgettingyour

cattleoutofmyfarm soyoucanbreedthem for

yourwifeandkids.

Refa:(smiled)Howmanycattleam igetting?

Banda:I'llletyouknowrightafterresenagogo

layaosenagogorosangwetsi

Refa:(laughed)Ok,I'm readythoughI'm just

waitingforher...Thisisthefirsttimeiseea

womanandknowrightawaysheistheone,my

heartskippedandiknowicanneverhurther...I

wantherallthetimeanfit'snotaboutsex,i

wanthersexuallybuticanstillcontrolmyself

andbehappywithoutsex.

Banda:That'sgood...

Refa'sphonerang...



Refa:Ihavetogo,wearelateforHIVtesting...

Banda:Goodluck

Hejumpedinthecaranddroveoff...

AttheAirport....

MeanwhileOarabileandGrannyranacrossthe

lobbycarryingbagswhileNatasharancarrying

herbackpack...

Oarabile:(panting)Hurry!Run

Theyranandhandedintheirdocumentsas

OarabileanxiouslylookedattheLEDboard

flashingtheflights...



Thefrontdesksladysmiledandhandedthem

thedocuments..

Her:ThankyouforvisitingLondon,haveasafe

flight

Theyrantowardsthesecuritychecksandgot

stopped,Oarabileanxiouslywatchedasthey

passedthrough.AfterpassingNatashaturned

aroundandblewherakiss..

Natasha:Byemama!!

Bambino:Byebye

Tearsfilledhereyesasthedisappearedinside,

thesuddenlonelinesshitherandsheturned

aroundslowlywalkingoutoftheairport...



AtShawn'sHouse...

HourslaterOarabileknockedonthedoorand

steppedback,Metlhaopenedthedoorinher

swim suitcarryingherbaby..

Metlha:Hey

Oarabile:Whatareyoudoinghere?

Metlha:(shouted)Shawn?Rabiisheretosee

you...

Oarabile:Metlhawhatareyoudoingwith

Shawn?

Metlha:It'snot1966releBechuanaland,you

don'tlovethismanandyoudon'tcareabout

him,everythingabouthim turnsyouoffbutnna

kebonaShawnasiamesopleaseallowmeto

haveafamilywithhim akerewenagaommate.



Lovehasnomanual,thereisnorulethatsaysif

yourfuturehusbandisyourfriend'sexdon'tbe

withhim.Anotherwoman'strushisanother's

shiningandarmour..

Shawnapproachedandpokedherwaist,she

flinchedandlaughedashepickedthebabyand

steppedout..

Shawn:HiRabi,what'sgoingon?

Oarabile:You'resleepingwithmyfriend?

Shawn:(calmly)Yes,andnowI'm gladyou

embarrassedmebecauseyousavedmefrom a

boringmarriage.Canyoubelieveiactually

laughedtoday?Likeseriouslylaugheduntilmy

ribshurt?It'safeelingthatihadforgotten,I'm

gladimetyoubecauseiwouldhavenevermet

Metlha,sheactuallyteasesmeaboutthethings

ithoughtwereembarrassing...Ireallyhope



RefamakesyoufeelthewayMetlhamakesme

feel,ihaven'tbeenwithherforlongandyeahi

expectflawsfrom herbutsheisthatperson

whom youmeetanditfeelslikeyou'veknown

herforalifetime..Anywaysididn’tgetwhatyou

cameherefor..

Oarabile:ileftafewthings

Shawn:Comeanothertime,wearedoing

something.Bye

Hewalkedbackinsideandclosedthedoor....

AWEEKLATER...

*

*

*

*



*
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Atthefarm....

Inthemorningthesunrisenasthecows

mooedfrom thekraal,thebullroaredeven

louderanddeeper.Thebigwhiteroaster

jumpedonthetractorandcrowedasBanda

steppedoutofthefarm houseandputonhis

blackgumbootsholdingabucket.

MmaBanda:(sittinginsidethehouse)Naare

whoisinvitingpeopletothefamilyreunion?



Banda:Refakeenewafamilytree

MmaBanda:Aren'tweinvitingIrene'sdaughter?

Mosadisadi,lastwesawhershewas2years

old,I'm suresheisayoungwomannow

Heputdownthebucketandwalkedbackinto

lookather...

Banda:Why?

MmaBanda:Whatif-

Banda:Ireallydon'twanttotalkaboutthe

humiliationthatwomanputmethrough

reportingmeforsomethingididn’tdoand

enjoyingmymoneyfor18years.Andwhynow

anyways?

MmaBanda:Ijustwantourfamilytogether,i

wantdaughtersinlawandgrandchildren,this

timewhateveroursonsbringiwelcomewith



openarms.Iwantcompany...Iwantour

childrentoknowoneanother,boAkofangmust

visitandtheirgirlfriendsmustcome.I

understandyourargumentbutifthereisa

chanc-

Banda:I'm goingtothekraal.

MmaBanda:Pleasethinkaboutit...

Hesteppedoutandoneoftheherdboys

arrivedinahorseasitneighed,hejumped

downandapproachedBanda..

Banda:Youdidn'thavetocometoday,didn't

thatothertellyou?Mysonsarecoming,they

willdehornandbrand..

Herdboy:Icametoaskforsugar,I'm goingto

buyfoodbutiwantsomethingfordaughterto

eatnow



Banda:Ohletmetellmywife..

MeanwhileRotlhe'sshinycardrovethroughthe

gate,heandFelasteppedoutandclosedthe

doorslookingaround...

Fela:Morakatheonegaochenjehagonkga

dikgomohelajaanalemotshetelo...

Rotlhe:(laughed)ObatagonkgaNandosele

gore...

Theywalkedtowardsthefarm houseand

wavedattheherdboy.MinuteslaterRefa's

Audidrovethroughandparkedbehindthem.

Charityanxiouslylookedatherselfonthemirror,

Refaturnedtoherandsmiledbeforeleaning

overholdingbothofhercheeksandpulledher



overforakiss.

Refa:Youlookbeautiful...Ok?Relax...

Charity:(sighed)Ok..

Refa:Let'sgo,I'llcomebackandpitchatent

overtheresoyoucanputyourthingsinside..

Charity:Ok..

TheysteppedoutsideasMmaBandastepped

outofhousewithabroom.Bandapaused

pickingthebucketandlookedatthem.Walking

becamedifficultforCharityassheapproached

hisfamily..

Refaandhisfathershoulderbumpedthenhe

puthisarm behindCharitypullingherover...



Refa:ThisisCharity..

Banda:Nicetomeetyou,howareyou?

Charity:I'm fine..

MmaBandaapproachedasCharity'sheart

pounded..

Refa:MamathisisCharity...

MmaBanda:HiCharity,howareyoumygirl?

Charity:(shyly)I'm fine

MmaBanda:(wavedthebroom)Youmusthire

meakerewabonagoreI'm ahardworker?

Theybothlaughed..

Charity:Forwardtheapplication,ifyoufail



interviewnojobwedon'tcarethatyourson

knowsmanagement

MmaBanda:Aodozaconnections?

Charity:(laughed)No

MmaBanda:Otengngwanaka?

Charity:Eemma

Banda:Baatsogakolapeng?

Charity:(swallowed)Eerra

MmaBanda:Ongwanawagamang?Yourface

issofamiliar

Charity:KogooRraDube

MmaBanda:OhOK..Therearesomany

Dubes...Comethisside...Ihaven'tmade

breakfast,hadhetoldmehewouldbringyoui

wouldhavegottenupearlyandcookedforyou.

Charity:It'sok,icancookbreakfast

MmaBanda:Ohok,letmeshowyouaroundthe



housefirstbeforeigoanfclean..

Theywalkedinside,Bandashookhishand

lookingatbothoftheirbehindandhipsthenhe

shookhishead..

Banda:Ngngng....(whistled)Iknowyou're

goingtomarrythisone...You'remysonforreal.

I'm proudofyou,that'swhatwecallawife,ican

onlyimagineyouhandlingthatallnight,I'm

proudofyou.

Fela:Hehasn'ttastedit

Rotlhe:(laughed)Ijusthopemybrotherstillhas

hisdick..

Banda:(shocked)Hehasn't?

Fela:(laughed)No,ihopehisdickisfinethough,

youneverknow..



HisfathergrabbedhisdickandRefabentover

gruntingholdinghisfather'shand..

Refa:(laughed)Papatherrawampolaamr..

Isshhh...Uhhh

Banda:Oshapo?

Refa:Keshapoee(grinningandlaughing)Papa

therrawampolaa...Shituhhh...(closedhis

eyestightly)Ketogakekuakanawampolaa..

Hisfatherwouldn'tlet'sgogoandhesupported

himselfbypullingRotlhe'st-shirt...

Refa:(shouted)MAMA??!Papaonkgogaka

dilo!Shit

Heletgoofhim andtheguyslaughedathim as



hefellonhisbacklyingonthesandwithhis

handonhisdick.HismotherandCharitylooked

outsideandfrownedatRefalyingonhisbackin

frontoftheguys...

MmaBanda:Aboodiraengngwanaruri?

Fela:(yelped)Omo-

Bandasmackedhischestandbentoverholding

hischest...

Fela:Ishhhpapa!

Banda:Wefine!Youknowboys(hesteppedon

Refa'schestandsmiled)Wearejustfooling

around...



TheygotbackinthehouseandRefapushedhis

footoffstilllyingonhisback..

Refa:Papakanaompolaile

Banda:Ijustwantedtoseeifitstillworks,you

can'tsleepnexttoawomanlikethatand

controlyourselfunlessyou'resick.

Refa:(laughed)I'm fine...

RotlheandFelabothpulledhim up,hedusted

himselfandthebackofhisheadasRona

parkedthecar...

Rotlhe:Ok,let'sseewhoisbringinghometo

meethisparents

Banda:Whatdoyoumean?

Refa:(elbowedhim)I'm hungry...



Banda:Whitewoman?Whydidn'tanyonetell

meaboutthis

Rotlhe:Ronasaidhewillbeatusifwedid

Fela:AndwiththelastbeatinghegaveRefawe

didn'twanttotakeanychances

Refa:(pushedhim)OtaaswabakanaFela...

MeanwhileCarlyheldRona'shandasthey

approached...

Rona:DadthisisCarly...Carlythisismydad

Bandatriedtoshakeherhandbutshesmiled

widelyandhuggedhim,heawkwardlyhugged

herandshequicklypickedshemusthave

overdoneit,sheshylysteppedbacktuckingher

hairbehindherear...



Carly:I'm sorry,I'm tooexcited...Hemademe

waitalonglongtimetomeetyousoI'm happy

andscaredatthesametime,I'm sorryifhugs

aren'tallowed..

Banda:(laughed)It'sok,weknowhowtohug

tooinAfrica,wejustdon'thugourdaughter'sin

lawthattight.

Fela:(laughedonRotlhe)Sheissocute,they

behaveexactlylikethisinmovies,ilikehowshe

shylytucksherhairbehindherear...So

American-

Ronasmackedhisheadfrom behindandhe

shutup..

Rona:ThisRefa,RotlheandFela



SheandRefalookedatoneanotherandshook

handssmiling,Rotlhesteppedoverandshook

herhandthenFelahuggedherandswungher,

Ronasmackedhim...

Fela:Don'tmindme,ihaveneverhuggeda

whitepersonbefore...Ifeellikeibetrayedall

theblackswhodiedduringslaverythough

Rona:Shutup

Fela:Butwecool,doyouhavealittlesister?

Between18-24?that'smytype

Carly:(laughed)Ihaveacousin,shewillvisit

from Texas

Fela:Canyoutellheraboutme?I'm virginand

I'm holy

Banda:(laughed)Heisnotavirgin

MmaBandaandCharityapproached...



Rona:ThisisCharity,Refa'sgirlfriendandmy

mother..MamakeCarly

MmaBanda:Hello?

Carly:(smiledwidelyandhuggedher)It'snice

tofinallymeetyou

MmaBanda:Ngngngshespeaksthroughthe

nosethisone,Ronawhatshouldidowitha

whitegirl?Youknowididn’tfinishschool

TheyalllaughedasCarlyandCharityhugged..

Carly:You'rethesisterto...Um...Remember

thecaseofMinnie,thegirlwithcerebralpalsy

Charity:Nowirememberwhereisawyour

face..Nicetomeetyouagain..

MmaBanda:CarlywespeakclearEnglishhere



youmustletwordscomeout

Carly:(laughed)Yesma'am,illdothat...

(lookingatthebroom)Areyoucleaning?Cani

helpyou?

MmaBanda:Yeslet'sgo...

TheladiesfollowedMmaBandaastheboys

headedtothekraalwiththeirfather......

Banda:Thereisonemorepersonyouhaveto

addonthefamilytree

Refa:Who?

Banda:Yearsagoyourmotherandiseparated

forafewmonths,weweregoingthrough

maritalissuesandmymotherstayedwithyour

mom forafewmonths.Wehadamaidandit

happenedonce,justoncethenshesaidshe

waspregnant.Ididn’tbelieveitwasmine



becauseshehadaboyfriendwhowasn’t

working,shepinnedthebabyonmebecausei

wasworking,whenirefusedtohelpheroutshe

reportedmeforchildmaintenanceandthe

courtcutmoneyfrom mysalaryeachmonth,i

sawherwhenshewasababyandshelooked

nothinglikemykids.Tothisdayidon'tbelieve

sheisminebutyourmotherinsistsoinviteher

Refa:Butdadsheisagirl,whydoyouexpect

hertolooklikeyou?

Banda:SheisnotaBanda,seehowNatasha

hasIsake?Thatgirlisnotmychildbutfor

peacesakeyoucaninviteher.I'm notincontact

withherbutiknowthedirectionstoher

mother'splace.

Refa:I'llgotheretodayafternoon

Fela:Wowsomuchforagooddad,ialways

thoughtyoudon'tcheat

Rona:Tellmeaboutit



Banda:Wewereseparated

Refa:Yeahandmamawasstayingwithyour

mother,

Rotlhe:Guyscomeon,ithappenedalongtime

ago

Fela:Andhebeenpretendingmamaisbad

kantehehurther

Rotlhe:Ithappenedonce,canwegetoverit?On

apositivenotewefinallyhavealittlesister...

Fela:Issheyoungerthanme?

Banda:Yesbutnotthatmuch,I'm notsurebut

yourmom wenttomymother'swhenyouwere

ababysosheisdefinitelyyoungerthanyou.

Rona:Ok...Atleastwehavealittlesister..

Refa:(laughed)Howdopeoplebehavewith

theirsisters?

Rotlhe:Wegowiththefloor



Fela:Andweautomaticallyhateherboyfriends

andbeatthem,myfriendhasasisterandhe

chasestheguyshedoesn'tlikebecausehe

thinksthey'rethugs.Iftheycheathebeatsthem

too,ihelpedhim onceaberelelekanfananyana

watengkehaaresiagoreagohelelakwaa

lathilespoti

Everyoneturnedandlookedathim thenhe

pausedandlookedatthem confused..

Fela:What?

Banda:Thisoneisnotmyson,whosechildis

he?

Theylaughedandwalkedintothekraal...

Attheuniversitycampus...



LateronOarabilelaidonherbedshovingfood

downherthroatwhilestudying,bloatedshe

lookedaroundthensherelaxedhermuscles

releasingalotofgas,theawfulsmellcaughtup

withherandshegrabbedherbookfanning

herself...

Itwasreallybeginningtopissheroffhowshe

wasalwaysbloated.Hereyesfellonher

timetablethenshestoppedchewingtoa

suddenmovementinhertummy,shedidn'tfeel

itagainthenshecontinuedreading..

Shewiggledherfoodreadingthenithappened

again,sheputthebookdownandtouchedher

tummy..



Oarabile:Godpleaseno....

Sheputonhershoesandgrabbedherstudent

cardheadingtothecampuskiosk.Minutes

latershewalkedbackinandsatinthetoilet

peeingonthestick.Sheplaceditonthefloor

andwaitedastwolinesemerged..

Oarabile:Jesus!

*.

PleaseLiketheinsert,thenextonecomesat

11pm tonight.

*

*

*

*

.
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Oncampus...

Rabi'sroom mateknockedandwalkedin

carryingabackpackandherbooktoherchest..

Her:Rabi?Areyouokhon?

Shesatonherbedandrubbedherbackwhile

Rabilaidfacingthewall.Shegotupand

tearfullylookedatherclassmate..



Rabi:Chiedzatellmesomething..Ifyoubroke

upwithaguyandfoundoutyou'repregnant,

whatwouldyoudo?

Chiedza:(sighed)IuseprotectionRabi,i

wouldn'tbepregnantbecauseicamehereto

learn...Nomatterhowmuchthatwhiteboy

spoilsmeI'llneverforgetthatI'm from Gweru.

Pleasetellmeyou'renotpregnantwithShawn's

child...HepicksMetlhafrom schooleveryday

didyouknowthat?

Rabi:(tearfully)Iknowthat,thanksfor

remindingme...Idon'tknowhowithappened

Chiedza:(angrily)NopleaseI'm notfallingfor

yourcrocodiletears,teenagersfallpregnantby

mistakenotamotherofthree.Whatareyou

evenlearninghere?Whyshouldyouhaveso

manybabiesinashortperiodoftime,whoare

youcompetingwith?Isthereacompetition



goingonsomewhere?Seethatfriendofyours

Metlha..Idon'tlikeher,that'swhyshedoesn't

haveaboyfriend.Thereasonistoppedhanging

withyoutwoisbecauseshewastryingtoflirt

withMichaeltalkingaboutChichiyou'relucky

youfoundawhiteboyfriendlikeit'san

achievement..

Rabi:(tearsflowing)Whatdoyouwantmeto

do?Thebabyisevenmoving,ithoughtShawn

gavemeaninjection

Chiedza:I'm notgoingtotellyoutoabortif

that'swhatyouwanttohear,itwillcomefrom

youbutI'm verydisappointedinyou.Blackgirls

aresofewinthisschoolandbyblackgirlsi

don'tmeanthoseblackAmericans,imeanus

girlsfrom Africa.You'redisappointingus,now

itslikeweflewallthewayfrom Africatoget

fuckedbymen..(Rabilookedather)Yeahyou

heardmeright...(droppedherwigonthebed

andrubbedherface)Uhhhyou'repissingmeoff!



Oneoftheirstudybuddieswalkedinand

smiled..

Chiedza:OhhiSibo,yourgirlispregnant...

Again...Yeahpregnant

Sibongilewalkedoverandlookedatthetesting

stick...

Sibongile:Haibo! Rabiiiii

Sheputherbookdownandclappedhands...

Sibongile:ShawnpicksMetlhaandthey'reeven

twinningwithyourbaby,theypostfamilygoals

withyourbabyonFacebookandInstagram...



HaiboSisi?!Didtheytellyoutogivethem

anotherbabysinceyou'retheirmachine?

Sheburstintotears...

Sibongile:(clapping)Heidon'tcryonme,idon't

care...weagreedtofocusonschooldidn'twe?I

don'tknowaboutyoubutI'm goingbackto

homeaqualifieddoctor,I'm representingmy

gender,areyouproudofyourselfsisi?Doyou

knowhowfewAfricangirlsareinthisschool?

Chiedza:(clappedindisbelief)Thisgirl!Andshe

cries....Shepissesmeoffifeellikeslapping

her

Sibongile:You'reabortingthisthing

Chiedza:Nolethe-

Sibongile:Abortionislegal...Allshehastodois

tofindtherightregisteredmedicalpractitioner



andwehaveworkedwithalotofthem during

ourpracticals.Wearegoingbackhomeas

doctorsanditseemsifwedon'tthinkforher

everymanwilluseher.(turnedpointing)Andwe

arenotleavingthathospitalifshedoesn'ttake

ashotorputanimplant.Ihavehadwithwomen

whohaveababywitheverymantheydate...

peoplearesupposedtodrooloveryouwhen

youlandinBotswanamogirlfocus! Focus!

(pausedandsmiledtappingherchestproudly)

WhenilandinSouthAfricathewholecountry

willshake...I'm tellingyouI'llbeimagining

womenmatchingbehindmewithfistsonthe

airchantingamandla!Youknowwhy?GirlI'm

from thetownshipandnowI'm heredoing

medicine....!I-AM-HERE!

Chiedza:(laughedastheyclapped)HeiSibo

thatdayisnotfar,wearenowdoingthecount

down......Justwaituntilme,myselfandIland,

Zimbabwewillbuzzandtheywillknowthat



Chiedzaishere!I'm notheretoplay

Rabi:(pausedcrying)It'slegal?

Rabistooduponthebedsmilingandputher

armsaroundtheirnecksthenshekissedeach

oftheircheeks..

Rabi:I'm sorryieverignoredyouguys...Let's

go...

Chiedza:Let'sjusthopeyouhaven'tpassedthe

recommendedtimeperiodforasaferone..

Sibongile:I'm crossingmyfingersforhertoo...

Shegotherbagandputherthingsinsidethen

theywalkedoutside,minuteslaterChiedza

walkedbackinandpickedherwig,shestoodby

themirrorquicklyfixingitthensheranout......



Ontheroad...

MeanwhilebackinBotswanatheBanda

brotherscarsdrovealongtheroadasRona

glancedatthemirror..

Carly:Charityandigotthatporridgefrom your

mom,theproblem shedishedforusinthe

sameplatesowehavetopassbymyhouseso

Charitycangethers..

Rona:(laughed)Doyouknowwhatit'scalledin

Setswana?

Carly:Bo-somethingandlegala

Rona:(laughedandkissed)Yes,bogobejwa

legala,you'relearningfast

Carly:Charitymademerepeatitathousand

times,iloveyourfamily



Rona:Theyloveyoutoo..

Ronaputouthisarm signalingRefaasthey

spedup..

AtCarly'shouse...

Minuteslatertheyparkedthecarandtheladies

walkedinsidechattingwhiletheywaitedbythe

cars.MinuteslaterCharitysteppedoutholding

afork...

Charity:You'llpickmeafter2hours,weare

cookingsomething..AndRonashesaidyou

shouldgoaway

Rona:(laughed)Heelang...Ketaatsamaa...

(whispered)Let'sgobeforeshechangesher

mind,Chelseaisprobablygoingtokillme.We



weresupposedtogoout..

Refa:Weneedtotalkaboutthatwhenyouhave

time..Gaodiresente..

Theygotinthecarsanddroveoff...

AtChurch...

LateronRotlheparkedthecaraseveryone

walkedoutofchurch,hesigheddisappointed

andremainedinthecar.Seshaandotherladies

walkedovertohim asotherpeoplegotintheir

cars...

Sesha:Hi

Rotlhe:Hi,comeI'lldropyouontheway.Ican't

believeicamesolate,iwasatthefarm theni



hadtogoandbath.ididn'tevencheckthetime

Sesha:It'samidweekservice,it'snotbad..

Seshaclosedthedoorthenhedroveoutofthe

thegaterollingupthewindows.

Rotlhe:Happybelatedbirthday

Sesha:Thankyou,howoldareyou?

Rotlhe:(laughed)Wayolderthanyou...So..

Whendoyouplanonhavingaboyfriend?

Sesha:(shyly)Never,idon'twanttohavesex

beforemarriage.Iknowmaybeiwillneverget

marriedbutI'llgiveupwhenI'm a30yearold

virgin

Rotlhe:(laughed)You'reactuallymoreclever

thanithought..Sowhatkindofahusbanddo

youwant?



Sesha:(laughed)Uhaniceperson...Someone

whowillbemyhusbandbutalsotreatmelike

hisbabyonceinawhile,myfatherdeniedme

andsupportedmethroughcourt..Ihavealways

wantednothingbuthisloveandaffectionbut...

Ithinkififindagoodmanwholovesmei

wouldn'tcareaboutmychildhood.Iwanthim to

beagoodfatherandipraythathewouldn't

havechildrenwithotherwomen.Idon'twantto

beinsultedbybabymamas

Rotlhe:(smiledproudly)Ok...Nobabymamas,

benice,beahusbandbutalsospoilyoualittle...

Whatkindofawifewouldyoube?

Sesha:Um...I'm goingtobeasubmissivewife

whoworks,ilikeworking.Idon'twanttobea

housewifeandionlywant3kids.2girlsforme,

oneboyformyhusband

Rotlhe:(laughed)Nice...Ihopeyou'llbewise

enoughtoseeyourhusbandwhenhepresents

himselftoyou..



Hestoppedatthegateandshesteppedout...

Sesha:Whatdoyoumean?

Rotlhe:(lookinginhereyes)Wouldyouknowif

youmetamanthatlovesyouenoughtomarry

youbeforehavingsexwithyou?

Sesha:(shelookedinhiseyesandlookeddown)

IguessI'llhavetoprayaboutthatonebecausei

wouldn'twanttomakeassumptions.I'llwaitfor

hissign...God'ssign...

Rotlhe:(smiledlookingather)Kekopagoreo

ithokomelekebatagogonyala..

Hedidn'twaitforherresponse,herolledupthe

windowsanddroveoffasshestoodthere

holdingherBibletoherchest...



AtIrene'syard...

MeanwhileRefabentoverandgreeteda

womanandherblindhusbandastheysaton

thecouch..Theyexchangedpleasantriesand

hadsmalltalk..

Refa:I'm lookingforagirlbythename

Mosadisadi...Idon'tknowherfullnames..

Therewassilenceastheoldmanshookhis

head..

Oldwoman:Wedon'tknowwheresheis,she

lefthomewhenshewas18yearsold...Idon't

knowwheresheis,whoareyou?

Refa:MynameisRefaBanda,iam Michel

Banda'ssecondsonandwehaveafamily



reunion,itwillbenextweek..Iwantedtoinvite

Mosadi.Idon'tknowher...I'veonlyheardofher.

Kebatamotholekamathokesamoitse..

Theoldwomanstoodupandgothertornphoto

album thenshetookoutMosadi'spictureand

handedittohim..

Oldwoman:That’sherwhenshewasinMaun

secondary

Refa'sskippedashestaredatthepicture..

Refa:ThisisMichaelBanda'sdaughter?

Oldwoman:Yes..(handedhim anotherone)

Thisishergraduation.



Refarubbedhisfaceandsighedstandingup...

Refa:Thankyou,canipleasekeepthis?Iwant

touseittolookforher

Oldwoman:Sheisyourlittlesister,thereisno

problem

Refa:Thankyou...

Hewalkedtowardsthecar,suddenlyhis

stomachliftedandhebentoverthecartyreand

threwup.Hetookaminuteleaningoverthe

bonnetthenhesighedandrubbedhismouth

gettinginthecar.Hisphonerang..

Refa:Hello?

Charity:Heybabe...Youcancomegetme,we

aredone



Refa:Alright,I'm feelingabitsick,don'tknowif

it'sabugorwhatbutI'm coming,Iloveyou

Charity:Iloveyoutoo

Hehungupanddroveoff...

*

*

*

*

*

.

.
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AtCarly'sHouse...



Refaparkedthecarandleanedbackstaringat

Charityassheranover,shegotinthecarand

closedthedoorthenhequietlydroveoff...

Charity:Hey...(noticedaseriousface)Areyou

ok?

Heturnedandlookedatheradorableface,a

littlesmilecurvedhislipsupthoughhedidn'tlet

outhisteeth...Justalittlesmileandalittlesigh

throughhisnoseashegentlytouchedherchin.

Refa:I'm OK...Iwanttocookforyoutonight..

Shesmiledlookingathim,heseemedawkward

thoughshecouldn'tputherfingeronitbut

eatingRefa'sfoodwaslikeeatingfoodserved



byachef.Hewasagoodcook.

Charity:(blushing)Ican'twait.....Diditellyoui

loveyourdadandhowyouallinteract?(laughed)

Iloveyourmom too..Ican'tbelieveyouspoke

negativelyabouthersayingshewilllovemefor

money.Sheseemsreallygenuine.Sheeven

criticisedherneighbourforhavingaproblem

withhersoninlaw,shesaysshedoesn'twant

tochoosewomenforhersonsandwhoeveris

broughthomeshewillacceptandlove.(smiled

andstuckhertongueout)Andshesaysyou

guysdon'tintroducejustanygirl,apparentlythe

onlytimeyouintroduceawomanisifyou're

serious.

Refa:(smiledalittle)That'strue....

Charity:Thanksforintroducingmetoyour

parents..

Refa:No,thanksforcoming..



Hetookouthisphonestilldrivingandcalled

Rotlhe..

Rotlhe:Hello?

Refa:Heyman,whereareyou?Didyoumanage

togotochurch?

Rotlhe:Yeah...(smiled)Andigavemygirlfriend

aride...Forthefirsttimewetalkedandman!I

lovethatgirl,weconnect...Shetoldmeher

wishes,herplansforlifeandyouknowwhat?I

wanttodoitexactlyhowshesaidit...Iwanther

badly...Likesobad...ButI'm justgoingto

respectherwishesandmakeherdream a

reality

Refa:Weneedtotalkwhenyou'refree,it'skind

ofurgent

Rotlhe:Abouther?



Refa:Uh-yeahabouther

Rotlhe:Shouldicomeover?

Refa:No,notnow.I'm stillwithCharity.Wewill

talktomorrowmorningattheoffice...

Hehungupandsighedthoughtfullybut

knowingRotlhe-thenewspaper,maybeitwasn't

suchagoodideatotellhim somethinghe

wasn'tsureabout.Heputthephonedownand

sighedasCharityobservedhisworry...

Charity:(softly)Babeareyouok?

Refa:Yeah

Charity:You'renot,somethingisbothering

you...Youpromisedmeyou'llneverlie..

Refa:Myfathertoldushehadanaffairyears

ago,hehasadaughterandhesayssheisthe

lastborn,Felaisolderthanherprobablywith2



yearsbecauseapparentlyhewasababywhen

shewasconceived.Iwantedthisgirltoattend

thefamilyreunionandherparentssaidshe

longlefthome.

Charity:Shemssonowyouhavetosearchfor

thislittlegirl?

Refa:Ifoundherandit'sagirlthatoneofus

hasarelationshipwithbutnosexyet

Charity:(thoughtfully)Whoisit?

Refa:(sighed)Uhmxm maybeit'snoteventrue

Charity:Yeahbutit'screepy,sheneedstoknow..

Obviouslyit'snotCarly,sheispregnantandit's

notmebecauseI'm wayolderthanFela,does

RotlheandFelahavegirlfriends?

Refa:(sighed)Itstressesme,ijustwanttobe

surefirst..

Charity:Ok...Sorry

Refa:It'sok...



Minuteslaterheparkedthecarandtheywalked

inside,CharityswitchedtheTVonandscrolled

throughasRefagrabbedthebeerbottleand

sippedthenheleanedoverthecounterwithhis

headdown.Charitytouchedhisbackandhe

jumpedturningaroundthenhesighedputting

hisarm aroundherback..

Refa:Hey...

Stillholdingthebottlehestretchedtwoofhis

fingersandpulledupherchinforasoftkiss.

Refa:Iloveyou...

Helookedinhereyesandswallowedashis

eyesgleamedthenhesippedagainandputthe



beeronthecounter,thenhetookadeepbreath

andsighedflashingherwithasmile...

Refa:Okkkk....(clappedhandsandrubbedthem

togetherlookingaround)Letmecookforyou...

Gowatchyoursoapy

Shegotadrinkandwalkedoutthenhebegun

cooking,minuteslaterhesteppedoutopening

anotherbottle..

Refa:Howcomewearenotdonatingbloodka

renegative?

Charity:Ineverthoughtaboutit...Mmekana

thereisacampaignaboutblooddonation..

(laughed)Wenaoakantshiwadilitseokeeng?

Refa:(curvedhislipsdownandshruggedhis

shouldersbeforesipping)Justthinkingaboutit,



shouldwegotomorrow?

Charity:Sure...Whereismyfood?

Refa:(laughed)It'scoming...

Charity:Bythewaytomorrowiwanttogo

homeandtalktomyparents,ihopetheywill

receivemewithopenarms...

Refa:Um.…youdon'thavetogotomorrow,

maybenextweektomorrowwehavetodonate

blood.Iknowafriendwhoworksthereandwe

won'thavetoqueue

Charity:Youtookmetoyourparents,iwantto

gobackhomeandrekindlemyrelationshipwith

myparents,theywillbehappytoseemeorat

leastihopeso..

Refa:Letmecheckthepot...

Hewalkedbackinside...



Atthefarm...

MeanwhileBandaslidoutpantingandlaidon

hisbackcatchinghisbreathasmmaBanda

turnedoverandputherarm aroundhim witha

smile...

MmaBanda:Ihadforgottenhowgooditfeels

toreachclimax...

Banda:(pantinghekissedherforehead)Ilove

youandthanksforencouragingmetotellthe

boysabouttheirlittlesister.They'reexcited...

(laughed)Felawassayinghowhewillprotect

hislittlesisterand-

MmaBanda:MosadiisalmostRotlhe'sage,i

wasbreastfeedingRotlhedon'tyouremember?

Banda:Really?

MmaBanda:Ee,kehakeamusaRotlhe...



(laughed)WithFelayounevercheated...

Actuallyyou'venevercheatedsinceMosadi's

birth...

Banda:IyooithoughtkebotsetsijwagaFelago

rayagoreMosadiomogolwane,maybeshehas

kids

MmaBanda:Sheprobablyhasproblemswith

men,girlswithfatherabandonmentissues

alwaysmeettheworstmen,itsliketheirfathers

cursethem.

Banda'sheartsunkashelistenedquietly...

MmaBanda:Andtheyendupgettingstuckin

abusiverelationshipsthinkingthey'restaying

fortheirchildrenonlyforthem toraisebruised

children..

Banda:Pleasedon'tsaythat...



MmaBanda:Iknowyouthinksheisnotyours

butwhatifthereisachancebecauseMosadi

lookedlikehermother.

Banda:Butwehadsexonce,shewouldbevery

fertiletogetpregnantfrom 1round

MmaBanda:Ifawomanishealthyitdoesn't

matter,shewillgetpregnant.Youcanevenbe

pregnantonyoursafeperiodandIrenewasa

stayathomemaid.Sheneverleft,andibelieve

her.Wehadafight,ibeatherupandevenafter

thebeatingshesaidyoucantakebabyand

you'llneverseemeagain.Nowomanwillgive

herchildtostrangers.Thatgirlisyourdaughter.

Banda:Shouldwegothereourselves?Maybe

it'sbetterwegoasadult,ihaven'tcheckeda

childinover20yearssoitwouldbewrongfor

Refatoappearthere.

MmaBanda:True,wewillgothere...



Theybothsighed...

Attheprivatehospital...

ThenextmorningRefaparkedthecarandthey

steppedout....

Charity:Ithoughtwewilldoitatagovernment

hospitalsoitcanbeforfree,thisonespay

peoplepay,nnakebatagoneelabathofree

Refa:Let'sjuststarthere

Charity:(reluctantly)Giverichpeoplefreeblood?

Canwejustgotothegovernmenthospitalor

bloodcenter,nnaakebategoneelabahumi.

Therearepaintingwaitingbloodtransfusion

andI'm groupO,iwanttogivepoorpeople

Refa:Canyoujustdothisforme?(heldbothof

herhands)Keagokopababe,doitforme...



Charity:Whydoyouwanttodonatebloodina

private?Theyneverevenrunoutofblood.

Refa:Can'tyoudothishelahelabecauseke

agokopa?

Charity:(sighed)Ok

Theywalkedinside...

AtMosadi'smother's....

LaterthatmorningMrandMrsBandatooktheir

seatsasIrenesatdown..

Irene:YoursonwashereRefa...(laughed)He

didn'tevenrememberme,hemusthavebeen

reallyyoung,maybeRonawillrecogniseme.

MmaBanda:(laughed)Boysneverputthese



thingsinhead

Banda:Wearehavingafamilyreunionnext

weekend,andiknowithasbeenatoughroad..

ButI'm oldnowandiwanttogivemychildren

theirinheritance.Iwasn'tthereforMosadithe

leasticandoistogivehersharesoshecan

useittostartherlife...

Irene:Kealeutwabetshoandlikeisaidyears

agoifyoueverwantyourdaughteryoucan

haveher.Ihaveangerissuesforbeingalone

withherthroughoutbutiwasn'tactuallyalone,i

gotmarriedtoalovingman...Dube,heloved

Mosadilikehis...Sheneverlackedanythingin

termsofthepresenceofafatherfigurebut

yourdaughterlefthome,shewasamemberof

somechurch.Shewasagoodgirl,cleverand

wellbehavedbutshelovedGodandtheirpastor

brainwashedthem.Shewantedtogetmarried

withoutmagadiandwesaidno,thepastor

wantedtocontroleverythingandshecalledthe



pastorpapaordaddy,that'swhattheycalled

him atchurch.Weangrilychasedherandthat

wastheend,butsheoncecameafter

graduationandtheothertimeshepickedher

sister'sdaughter.Wedon'tknowwheresheis

andwearealsolookingforher,herfatheris

forevertalkingaboutherbecausehesaysheis

dyinganddoesn'twanttodiebeforetellingher

thatsheiswelcomehome.Hedoesn'twantto

diewithabrokenheartbecausehedoesn't

wantanybadluckforher...

MmaBanda:Sowherecanwefindher?

Irene:Refatookherphotos,hesaidhewillfind

her

Banda:Hewillfindherakerebonekebadi

Internet

Irene:Ee

MmaBanda:Nnyaammegosiame

Irene:Eemma



TheywalkedoutasDubecoughedoverand

overlayingonthemattresswithhiseyes

closed...

Dube:(sadly)Koorengwanakeoletsamaakae

lehatse?(tearfully)Ishouldn'thavechased

away...

Irene:ThenI'm guiltytoobecauseiwasequally

angry...

Therewasaknock..

Irene:Tsena!

Mosadislowlywalkedinandstoppedatthe

dooruncomfortably..



Irene:Uhu...Wewerejusttalkingaboutyou,did

youseetheBanda'sonyourwayin?

Mosadi:Who?

Irene:MrandMrsBanda

Dube:(shakyvoice)Mosadi?

Mosadismiledandkneltdownhuggingher

fatherashetouchedhercheeksbarelyableto

seeherthroughhiscataract,hedroppedatear

andkissedherhand...

Dube:Pleasecomebackhome,whereisyour

husband?Wewillacceptyourchurch..

Mosadi:MamaareboMmaBandabareng?

(smiled)Babatagobataelegore?

Irene:Gakeitse,firstyourbrothercame



yesterdayRefaandthenjustnowyourfather

andhiswifeleft

Mosadi:Myfather?

Irene:YesMichael,itoldyouaboutyourfather

whenyouwerealittlegirldon'tyouremember?

Mosadi:(stoodup)AndheisBanda?Yousaid

hisnameisMichael

Irene:MichaelBanda

Mosadi:AndmybrotherisRefa?....I'llbeback...

Shetearfullywalkedoutandjumpedinthecar

whereshedialedRefa'snumber..

Refa:(lowvoice)Hello?

Mosadi:(tearfully)Ijustgothome,mymother

saysmybigbrotherwaslookingforme.His

nameisRefaBanda,don'tyouknowhim?



Refa:(tearfully)Kekopaotekwanoreskabua

mofouning

Mosadi:Ok,I'm coming...

Shestartedthecarandsteppedonthe

accelerator...

AtRefa'sHouse...

Refatookoffhist-shirtandsatonthecouch

wrappinghisheadwithhalfabottleinfrontof

him,Charityslowlyopenedthedoorandwalked

inlookingathim withthet-shirtaroundhis

head.Shepushedthedoorclosedwithherbutt

andstoodthereastearsrolleddown,Refa

stoodupandwalkedovershirtless.Hepulled

heroverandsheburstintotearscryingashe

tearfullyclenchedhisteeth..



Charity:(crying)PleasetellmeI'm dreaming...I

loveyou...

Refa:Babewedon'tknowwhatiswhat...Isent

oursamplesforaDNAtest

Charity:(crying)No,you'renotmybrother....I

loveyouandidoubtyou'rebrother

Refa'seyesfilledwithtearsashelookedinher

eyesandbithislowerlip,hetouchedhercheek

andkissedherforeheadwhilesheputherarms

aroundhim...

Refa:Whatifyou'remylittlesister?

Charity:(cryingevenmore)RefapleaseI'm

not...



Tearsblindedherasshehuggedhim tightly

crying,hebithislipshuggingherasatearrolled

down..

Refa:Iloveyouandidon'tcareifthattest

comespositive...Istillwantyou..Ican'tlose

you,ican'tloseagain...Notagoodwomanlike

you,I'm notlosingyou

Charity:(crying)Pleasetakemeaway,I'm so

scaredofyourparentsandmyparents...Ican't

loseyou....everyoneisgoingto(tearsrolling)

Lockmeinyourhouseanddon'teverletme

out...Hidemewhereonlyyoucanseemeor

let'srunaway,something,anything.Wecantell

youyou'renotmybrother,pleasedosomething

Refatearfullylookedinhereyesandpulledup

herchinkissingherashertearsrolleddown,

thekissbecameintenseashepulledherhair



from thebackexposingherneckthenhesoftly

kissedherneckandsqueezedthefleshofher

breast..

Heunzippedhisjeansandsteppedthem down,

heturnedheraroundandpickedherdressup

from behindexposingherbuttthenhechanged

hismindandturnedheraround..

Refa:Areyousure?(shenoddeddown)Ifiputit

intherethereisnoturningback

Shenoddedlookinginhiseyesthenhekissed

herandcarriedhertothebedroom wherehe

laidherdownand#removed

*

*

*



*

*
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AtBanda'sHouse...

LaterthateveningBandasippedteacrossing

hislegsashiswifesweptthefloor...

MmaBanda:Doyoueverwonderwhere

Chelseais?

Banda:No,I'm sogladhebroughtadifferent

woman,onewhom noneofhisbrotherhas

sleptwith.Idon'twantmysonskillingeach

otheragain,Ronaalmostkilledhisbrotherfor

her.IfeelsorryshelostthebabybutI'm soglad



shedecidedshedidn'twanttobewithhim

anymore.It'sbestifshestayedthere.Nowijust

wantmygrandsonofficiallybroughthome,i

needallmychildrenandgrandchildreninhere

sotheycangetwhat'srightfullytheirs.

MmaBanda:Shedisappointedme,ilovedher

somuch...Sheisthereasonwhyidecidedto

stopjudgingthegirlsmysonsbring.Lookat

Rabi,firstithoughtshewasolderjustbecause

shehadachildandithoughtshewasstupid

andmaterialisticwhenallsheeverdidwaslove

Refa,hecheatedandshepunishedhim....

Somethingiwishedihaddonetoyouafterthe

Irenesaga.AfterseeingIrenetodayi...(sighed)

Mxm...AnywaysIjustwishtheseboyscan

marry,Ronaistooold,Refashouldmarry,

Rotlheissosecretiveyou'llneverknowhis

girlfriendandFelaisprobablystillavirgin.

Banda:TheyshouldallbeseriousleboAkofang,

idon'tknowwhatiswrongwiththisgeneration...



Iwasmarriedattheirage,bonesantseba

tseitsegaokaseitsegoregatwebabatanguh...

MmaBanda:IwanttogoandtalktoDoris

aboutthechildrensotheycanvisit,iftheydon't

allowwagaIsakeit'sokbutiwantBambinoand

RJ,thesekidsmustknoweachother..

Banda:True,wasmymindplayingtricksonme

oristhatwhitegirlpregnant?

MmaBanda:Shetoldmesheispregnant...

Banda:IhopeRonawillbecarefulwiththisone..

MmaBanda:Helovesher..

Banda'sphonerang....

AtRona'sHouse....

MeanwhileRonaleanedagainstthecaroutside



thehouselookingupatthestarswithaphone

onhisearashecalledhisfather...

Him:Hello?

Rona:Ee...Kenna

Him:Wareng?

Rona:(sighed)IwanttomarryCarlybuti

wonderhowthatwillhappenconsideringsheis

from Americaandtheydon'thavemagadi

negotiations,shegrewupinaFosterhomeso

shedoesn'thavemuchofafamilyeitherthat's

whysheandherFosterhomesisterchoseto

carefororphansandvulnerablechildren.

Him:Whenit'slikethatwedivideourselvesasa

familyandgiveherafamilythatwillactasher

homeandparents,forexampleyouruncleand

hiswifecanactasherparents

Rona:Soistillpaymagadi?



Him:(laughed)Yes,youcan'tgetarealwifefor

free...Youhavetosweat..Andshemustbe

taughthowawifeissupposedtoact.

Rona:AkarataCarly,sheclaimstobea

Motswana

Him:(laughed)yes,sheistreatedlikeanyother

daughterinlaw..

Rona:Whencanwestart?

Him :NaaregolohaleodirilejangkaChelsea?

It'soveroverhelaoverover

Rona:Yes,afterthebabydiediwantedtogive

ourrelationshipatrybuteverytimeilookather

ifeellikealoserbecauseisleptwithmylittle

brother'snightstand.Ikeepregretinthekindof

dignityiwantedhertohavebutshedidthe

opposite.IwantedhertobeMrsBandaanda

bigsistertomylittlebrothersbutsheseesmen

inthem.Ithoughticouldforgivebutyoo....

Forgivenessissohard...



Him:Iunderstand,wellifyou'redonewithyour

exI'llbeheretodoeverythingasafatherto

makesureyou'rehappy.

Rona:Ok

Him:Cometomorrowsowecantalk

Chelseawalkedoutofthehouseholdinga

glassofdrink..

Rona:Ok,Goodnight

HehungupandsmiledasChelseastoodbefore

him puttingherarmsaroundhischestand

restingherheadonhischest,hekissedher

foreheadandputhisarmsaroundher..

Chelsea:Imissedyoutoday..Wishihadgone



withyoutothefarm butI'm scaredofyour

parents,idon'tknowiftheyforgaveme.

Rona:They'restillveryangrythat'swhyiwant

tokeepthispregnancyprivateforawhile,they

needtimetoadjustandithinkit'sbestifind

youahouse.Wearehavingafamilyreunion

andmycousinsaregoingtoneed

accommodationbutidon'twantthem telling

myparentsandthenstressingyouagain.

Chelsea:Butdowehavetohidelikethat?They

knowweloveeachothermos

Rona:Justtrytorespectmyparents,iknowyou

can'trelatebutsometimesthingshappenlike

that.Werespectparentswhenwehavethem

Chelsea:(tearfully)Ronayounevercaredabout

whatyourparentsthought,rememberhowyou

usedtobeangryatthem fortryingtocontrol

RefaandRabi?Kanammagokeenea

borisitsengboRabileRefarelationship.Let's



notletithappentous.

Rona:It'snotthateasy...Pleaserespectmy

wishes,willyoufindahouse?

Chelsea:Yeah..

Hisphonebuzzedwithamessage...

Carly:Timetoreadthebabyabedtimestory

Rona:(smiledtyping) Youknowwedon'tdo

thiskindashitinAfricaright?Thatboyisan

African,heisgoingtopopoutknowinghowto

whistleforcows

Carly: boybringyourassoverhere

Rona:Coming.

Heslidhisphoneinthepocketandkissedher

thenhegotinthecar...



Rona:Keetaautw

Chelsea:Whereareyougoing?

Rona:I'm checkingonRotlheandFela..

Heclosedthedoorastearsfilledhereyes...

Chelsea:Ireallymissyou,westayinthesame

housebutwedon'tseeeachother.Evenwhen

you'rehomeyou'renothere.

Rona:Wewilltalkwhenicomeback

Herolledupthewindowanddroveoffthenshe

walkedinthehouseandclosedthedoor.She

peakedinRJsroom anddroppedatearlooking

athersonthenshetookoutherphoneand

calledsittingonthebed...



Refa:(sleepy)Hello?

Chelsea:Iam sorryforkeepingyoursonfrom

you,ihavelearntthatnothingwilleverbeatthe

loveofyourrealparentifhehasanytooffer.

I'm sorrythatImadeithardforyoutobondwith

RJ,iam prayingthatyoufindagoodwoman

whowillloveRJthewayyousheshould.Wheni

dieiwantyoutotakeyourson.

Refa:Chelseawhat'swrong?

Chelsea:Yourbrotherischeating,I'm notsure

butithinkso,I'm onahighriskpregnancyandi

mightjustdiefrom thisheartbreak.(tearfully)

Hedoesn'tevensleephome...Hecomesinthe

morning

Refa:I'lltalktohim tomorrow.

Chelsea:Ok,bye

Refa:AndiforgiveaboutRJ,don'tworryabout



it

Chelsea:Bye

Shehungupandswitchedoffthelights...

Attheprincipal'shouse...

Laterthatnighttheprincipaltiptoedtothe

kitchenandstoppedatthedoorburglarbars.

Felaappearedfrom thesideandstoodonthe

othersideofthebarskissingherthroughthe

barswhileherhusbandlaidasleepinthe

bedroom..

Fela:(whispered)Let'sgoforadrive

Principal:(whispered)Hewillwakeup...

Fela:Iwantthispussy...



Hekissedherslicinghishandinsideherpanties

thenhetookoutacondom androlleditonhis

pipe..

Principal:Whatareyoudoing?

Fela:Shhturnaroundandbringyourbuttcloser

tothebars...holdyourknees...

Sheturnedaroundandbentoverholdingher

kneesthenFelasteppedoverandslidbetween

herextralargeflapsastheyhuggedhisblack

pipe..

Fela:Shityou'resogood...

Hehammeredherandshepausedasfoot



stepsapproached,Felaslidhisweaponoutand

shestraightenedupasherdresscoveredher

up.Shegrabbedthebroom andsweptoutside

asherhusbanddrunkwaterandwalkedout..

Him:I'm goingtobed,I'm exhausted..

Principal:I'm comingtoo

SheletafewminutespassasFelawaitedwith

hisbackagainstthewall,shebentoveragain

andheslidbackinthenheheldthebarsand

hammeredhiswifewhilehelaidonthebed

waitingforher...

Refa'sHouse....

ThenextmorningRefastaredatCharity'sface

whileshewassleepingonthebed,kneelingon



thefloorrestinghisarmsalongthebedhe

staredathislittlesisterandthesexfrom last

nightplayedinhismind.Withoutwakingherhe

carefullywalkedoutandclosedthedoor..

Hesatonthecouchandclickedonthe

brotherhoodWhatsAppgroup..

Refa:(sentCharity'spicture)That'sthegirldad

wastalkingabout

Rotlhe:Whatthefuck?

Fela:No

Rona:Don'tplaylikethat

Refa:I'm serious,I'm scaredandidon'tknow

whattodo.Oneminuteifeellikethisthenexti

feellikeI'm rapingmylittlesister.Ihadsexwith

herlastnightandshehasn'twokenupsince,

shebeensleepingallmorningandI'm scaredto



wakeher

Rona:Wait,yousleptwithherknowingsheis

oursister?Watsenwanerra?

Rotlhe:Whywouldyousleepwithherknowing

though?

Refa:Iloveher,shelovesme

Rona:Tellthatgirltogohomebeforeicome

thereanddragherout

Refa:Wowreally?You'regoingtosaythatafter

everythingibeenthroughwiththisgirl?

Rotlhe:Whatgirl?Sheisoursister!Arewe

supposedtocheerforyou,you'resick

Refa:Rotlheiwascountingonyouto

understand

Fela:Aethebannaesengunderstandingincest,

howdidsheturnyouon?Kerayaafterfinding

outbecausebeforeistotallyunderstandable

Rona:RayaCharityatswekoo,Wewantproper



things

Refa:Keagana,gaopapaRonaandihatethis

perfectfigureyoualwaysportraybutcan'tdoit

onyourwomen.You'recheatingontwowomen

andyouwanttobullymeintoleavingmyonly

girlfriend.It'snothappening

Rotlhe:Nnyaammenotwhensheisoursister

that'ssick,youlostmethere

Fela:Butguys,Refajustfoundoutheis

obviouslystillhurtandconfused,moneele

sebakaeneleCharitybabue,wedon'teven

knowifsheisoursisterforreal.Nnaibilegake

dumele,papasaidhedoubtstoo

Rotlhe:Sheis,laiteeletseailekobo"Mosadi",

heupdatedmeabouteverythingandnever

camebacktomekafeedback.Wewere

supposedtomeetbuthemadeexcuses

Fela:Rona?whyaren'tyoucommenting?

Rotlhe:Heloggedout...



Theynoticedhewasofflineandallloggedout,

Refapacedupanddowntryingtothinkthenhe

satdownandrubbedherface,Charityputher

handsoverhisshouldersandmassagedhim,

helookedupandsheleanedoverkissinghim...

Charity:Goodmorning,areyouok?

Refa:Yeah..

Hegotupandlookedatherholdingbothofher

hands..

Refa:Youtohavetolockyourselfinthe

bedroom,Ronaiscomingandhedoesn'twant

tounderstand.Idon'twantyoutogetinvolved

Charity:Doweowehim anexplanation?



Thedooropened,RonaandRotlhewalkedinas

Refaturnedaroundfacingthem...

Refa:Sheisleaving..

Charity:I'm notleaving...

Ronagrabbedherarm anddraggedheroutas

shegrinned..

Charity:Oawampolaa

Rona:(toRefa)Howsickcanyoube?Sleeping

withyoursister?Oursister

Refa:Youdon'tevenknowifsheisoursister,

you'rejustreacting..



RefagrabbedCharity'sotherarm andpulledher

back,RotlhepushedRefaandhepushedhim

back,Ronapunchedhim thenRefatriedto

punchback,Rotlheblockeditandpunchedhim

tooastheybothpushedhim againstthewall..

Refa:(calmly)Guyscomeon....Galethaloganye

eng?Pleasedon'tdothis,ineedyoursupport.

Kealekopa

Painblockedhisthroatashiseyesburnedwith.

Hesighedweaklyasalighteningofpainstruck

from beneathhischest,helickedhisdrylips

lookingatthem andwaitedfortheirpositive

response.

Rona:Watsenwa

Rotlhe:Mxm



Theyreleasedhim andhesliddownthewall

sittingwithhiskneesupandrubbedhiseyes..

*

*

*

*

.

.

.

.

.
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AtRefa'sHouse...



Charitypulledherhandoffandfixedhert-shirt

angrilysteppingback...

Charity:Don'ttouchme,I'm notyoursisterand

youdon'tknowme.MynameisCharityDube

andIhavetwolovingparentswhoraisedme

withloveandcare,myfatherneverletanyone

touchmeandheevengotangryatmymother

whenshewhippedmebecausethat'sjustthe

fatherhewas.(pointedatRefa)Doyouknow

whyIlovethisman?Heremindsmeofmy

father'sgenuinelove,helovesandwhenhe

lovesheloveshard.Hewaited5years

strugglingtomoveonandwhenhefinally

movedonitwaswithmeofallwomen.He

respectsmeandhemakesmehappy,ifyour

fathersayshehasadaughterouttherehe

shouldn'tpointatmebecauseI'm nothis

daughter.Ihaveneverseenhim beforeuntilhe



wasintroducedasmyboyfriend'sfatherand

that'swhohewillbefortherestofmylife.It's

notourfaultthatpeoplesleptaround,that's

theirfaultbataaiponaronararatana!

Refaslowlystoodupadmiringherstrengthand

wordsofencouragementashisbrothersquietly

listenedtoher...

Charity:Ireallythoughtyouguyslovedyour

brotherbutIcanseeyou'repretending,Rona

youhaveneverlovedRefawaitse...From allthe

storiesIhaveheardaboutyougaorate

monnaoandyoucansleepwithmeifIwere

thatkindofwoman(lookinginhiseyes)Akere?

IfIwerethetypethatsleepswithbrothersyou

wouldhavesleptwithmeakere?(turnedto

Refa)Refarememberthatdaywhen-

Rona:You'reright!(puthishandstogether



lookingatherhisheartpounding)Butnotabout

sleepingwithyou,Icanneverhurtmybrother

likethat,butyouhavetounderstandourpoint

ofviewaswell.

Charity:Youshouldn'tevenhaveapointofview!

Youdon'tknowme,ifItoldyouthedogpassing

byisyourwifewillyougosexthedog?Huh?

Willyousuddenlyhavefeelingsforthedog

becauseofmywords?

Rona:Ofcoursenotbu-

Charity:Butwhat?IfIsaidCarlyisyoursister,

wouldyousuddenlystoplovingher?Youthink

thisisamovie?Ronakanawehavefeelingsfor

eachother,it'snotlikewegrewuptogethersoI

don'tknowwhatmoralswearebreaking.Your

fatherevendeniedmesayingI'm nothis

daughter,wereyoutherewhenmymotherand

yourfatherhadsex?

Rona:No.



Charity:Sohowcanyounotbelievetheman

thatejaculated?Heknowshowhischildren

looklikeandapparentlyhelookedatmeand

saidthisbabyisnotaBanda,I'm goingtostick

withyourfatheronthisonebecauselenna

whenIlistentobody,thebloodthat'srunning

throughmyveinsisn'tBanda.Keraahaneele

gorekenkgonnenkabokesaikutwejaakake

ikutwa.StopharassingRefa,lonakanaleilago

tsewasente.Don'teverputyourhandsonhim,

youhavefailedasbrothers..WenaRotlheI'm

highlydisappointed,nnakanaRonaIhonestly

don'trespecthim likeeveryonebecauseIknow

heisfakebutwenaRotlhewow...

Rotlhethoughtfullylookeddownandsighed

takingaseatonthecouchrubbinghishead,the

dooropenedandFelawalkedin...



Charity:Iam moredisappointedinyoubecause

wethoughtyouofallpeoplewillunderstand,I

don'tknowifthatchurchyoukeepgoingtois

messingwithyourrealisticpartofthebrain

kanajang.Iknowwenayouprobablythinkthis

issinful,butit'snot.Youdon'tknowmeandI'm

notyoursisterendnofstory!Youcan'tpunch

yourbrotherforfailingtoswitchoffthefeelings

hehadformonths,heinvestedeverythinginme

haobonanneagontshupakwajaanahewants

tomarrymeandyouknowwhat?I'm goingto

marryhim...Leamakatsawaitse!

Fela:(raisedhishandlikehewasinclass)

Motsamaisatirokekopagoakgelaka

bokhutshwaneketaareetsamoradio...

DefeatedCharitylaughed,actuallythebrothers

alllaughedasheflashedasmilerubbinghis

handstogether....



Fela:Ok,Ihearyou.Ipersonallyunderstandyour

frustration....YouweredatingandIknowhe

wasplanningtomarryyoubecausennahetold

mebroIloveherandI'm happybecauseI

wasn'tenjoyingthewaynneakorofellaRabika

teng,soifmybrotherfindsloveI'm goingto

supporthim.Gapekanapapasaysyou'renot

hisdaughterthat'swhyhenevercaredabout

yousoiftheonewhohasthekeystothebaby

makingmachinesaysthat'snotwhatIreleased

whoam Itocontestthat?Papaaregao

ngwanawagagweakeresoheofallpeoplewill

nothaveaproblem...RonaleRotlhearejust

beingdramatic,yomongweweallknowhas

"holyspirit"talkingtohim...(Rotlheshookhis

headandlaughed)AnongRonaIdon'tknow,

maybeheisjustjealousbecauseIknowhis

deepestpainisthatRefasleptwithChelsea,

whichispartofwhyheischeatingonthepoor



girlknowingsheispregnant...

Rona:(angrily)Felawee!

Fela:No,let'sbehonest.Youhavealways

supportedRefainhisrelationships,remember

howyouwentwithhim toRabi'sparentstohelp

him withtheacknowledgement?That'sthe

brotherweknow,butyouchangedthedayyou

foundoutRefaandChelseahadsex...Be

honest...(Ronablinkedashiseyesgotteary)I

wouldbehurttoo...You'rejustifiedRefashould

haverejectedChelseabecausethat'swhat

brothersdobuthefailedandhurtyoubadly,it

hauntsyouatnight,youseeyourbrother

betweenChelsea'slegs...Behonest,tellRefa

howyoureallyfeelbecauseyougotangryand

attackedhim butyouneverreallytoldhim how

hemadeyoufeel..It'sokaytocrydon'tthinkof

itasaweakness...



Ronaputhishandsoverhisfaceashischest

vibratedwithpain.Refarubbedhiseyesand

sniffledwatchingthepainhecausedhis

brother..

Rona:IloveChelsea...(hepausedand

swallowedtearfully)Butyouruinedeverything

forme...Youruinedit!Iloveherbutwhatyou

didstillhurtsmeeventoday...Youbrokemy

heartandbetrayedmewhenIwasnothing,ke

palelwakegobechaandyouusedyourpower

againstme.NowIcannevertrusther.I'm with

CarlybecauseshelovesmenotbecauseIlove

her.IchosetobeinarelationshipwhereI'm

lovedmorethanIlovesoIdon'tgethurtifshe

everleaves.Idon'ttrustChelseaonebit.You

weresupposedtohavemybackbutyou

stabbedmerightintheheartwhereithurtsthe

most...Iam fightingthispainandIconstantly

wonderifitwillevergoaway.Ihavethoughtof



waystohurtyoutoobutthenI'm scaredforyou

becauseyouwouldn'tsurvivecarryingthis

muchpain.You'reacrybabyandyouwould

havekilledyourselfifyouwereme,I'm inalot

ofpain.

Refawalkedoverandkneltinfrontofhim...

Refa:EventodayI'm stillgoingtosayI'm sorry,

itwasmyfault...Ihadtheresponsibilityto

protectyoubutIdidn't...Icanseeyouhave

changedandithurtsmedeeplybecauseIknow

it'sbecauseofme.Ihurtyouandchangedthe

wayyouseethings.EverydayImakesureI

workextrahardinyourcompanybecausedeep

downIdon'twantyoutogobroke.NeitherdoI

wanttotakeRJbecauseheiheisyoursoneven

thoughI'm notsatisfiedwithyourparenting!

Anyway,I'm justhopingthatonedaymybrother



willseethatnotonlyhaveIhurthim buthehurt

metooandhehurtmyson,hetookmysonand

punishedmysonformymistakes.Rjispaying

formyandChelsea'smistakesandthatisnot

fair.Idon'tknowhowmuchbalancehehas

beforehecanfinallyhavearelationshipwith

someonehecallsdad.Thepoorguyisstill

confused..Ifyouhadn'tstolenhim from the

beginningIwouldhavegivenhim betterandby

thatIdon'tmeanmoneyImeanlove.Nnake

dumelamogorengngwanagaomoratamust

agolelelehaotswa,asafatherifyouleavethe

gateandyourchilddoesn'tcryandscream for

yousomethingiswrongwithyourparenting.

Childrenlovetheirfathersmore,fathersare

favourites...DoesRJevercryforyou?Because

nnaNatashacriesformeyetsheisnotmy

daughter...

Rona:Ididn'tthinkofitlikethat...

Refa:AndithurtsmeeverydaytoothatIfailed



asafatherbutyouareresponsibleformy

failing.

Rona:Ok,I'lllearnfrom you.Iknowyou'rea

goodfatherthat'ssomethingyoudoperfectly

unlikeme,evenmydaughterdiedbecauseof

mynegligenceasafather.ButIneedyouto

knowthatI'm notfailingRJbecauseheisnot

mine,IjustsuckatthisfatheringthingbutIam

willingtotelllearnfrom you.

Rotlhe:Mmeleyoneyacheating,mrhaosa

bateChelsealesangwanawabathoatsamae.

KanaChelseagasatholeaitsegoreareng,she

issoskinnybutsheispregnant.Shelooksvery

uglyandshedoesn'tbathbecausesheis

depressedbutCarlyisglowing,osotangwana

mr...Lethergo,tellherit'snotherfaultit'syou...

Andtakeresponsibilityasafatherkana

coparentinggasesepe,youdon'thavetobe

togethertoraisechildren.Chelseaisdyingmr

releaseherinsteadofwastinghertime.Sheisa



beautifulwomanmaybemongweotaamo

itshelelaamonyala.(Maybeshewillget

someonetomarryher).Womenwanttobe

marriedbecauseit'sasignofloveand

commitment,ifyou'renotgoingtomarryher

don'tblockothersfrom doingso...Releaseher

sinceuchosetomarryCarly...ReleaseChelsea,

don'tembarrasshermorethanualreadyhave.

Fela:Wow...ThemoreIlookintothisthemoreI

seewhyourforefatherssaidmapodigaaipone

sesemothogong(It'sdifficultforoneto

acknowledgetheirownmistakes).ImeanRona

beatsusforeverymistakewemakebutena...

Iyoyoyoevenpapahasnothingonhim,nigga

youneedtointrospect!

Theyallsmiled,RonagrabbedRefa'shandand

pulledhim upastheyshoulderbumpedand

hugged...



Rona:IforgiveyoufortheChelseasaga,I

heardeverythingyousaid,nowwatchmefrom

nowon!

Rotlhe:SoyouguysreallythinkI'm being

brainwashedatchurch?

Charity:Andthereisnothingwrongwiththatif

thechurchisgood,yourssoundslikeagood

church...Atmychurchwewouldeveneat

unbelievablethingsjustbecausethepastor

saidso.

Rotlhe:Theydon'tdothatthere.

Fela:Bonebagood,sometimeswhenthey

preachtheymakemewannastopfuckingwith

theprincipal...After2daysthegospelwearsoff

andIdipin..

Theyallturnedandlookedathim thenCharity



clappedhandsindisbeliefandwalkedaway

leavingtheBandabrothers...

Refa:Youknowyousaidthatoutloudright?

Rona:Soyou'rereallyfuckingmyneighbour's

wife?

Fela:EasytigerI'm strengtheningtheirmarriage,

hehasweakerectionsyoushouldadvicehim

apparentlyhedoesn'twanttotalkaboutit.

(sighedandclappedhands)Backtotheissueat

hand...Weareallclearnowakerenogrudgesor

anything,rennafair...Thetruthiswedon't

knowifsheisoursisterornot,personallyleha

kelebileCharityjaanaIdon'tfeelherasasister

keraagoreimaginepassingbythestreetand

seeingawomanabogotwesheisyoursister

thenyoustartfollowingherwithmysisterwee

mysister,that'samentalillnessproblem.Be

realistictheylovedeachotherfirstsothat



statementdoesn'tautomaticallyswitchofftheir

feelingsbesidesourfathersleftkidsaroundI'm

surewearesleepingwithoursistersand

cousins,somewomenpassedchildrento

fatherswhoarenottheirsthefactiswemight

haveallfuckedoursistersorcousinoutthere.

Refa:Thankyou..

Rona:Wellyouhavemysupport,Iunderstand

yourpositionnowbutIhatetobreakitdownfor

you...(touchedhisshoulder)youcanpullher

hairallyouwant,kissherneckandthrusther

hardbutyoucan'ttakeherhome,youknowthis.

Right?Imean...You'refuckedbecauseifour

parentsfindouttheywon'taccepther,neither

willhermotheracceptbogadijwagago

becausesheofallpeoplesoundssosurethat

Charityispapa'sdaughter.

Fela:Wewillcrossthatbridgewhenweget

there,IjustneedtobesurethatRefaissure

thenI'llbethecampaignmanagerforhislove.



I'llsitthereandconvincetheseparents.

Rotlhe:(fistbumped)Countmein...

Refa:Thankyou...

TheyalllookedatRonaandhesmiled...

Rona:(laughed)Ican'tbelieveI'm doingthis

eish...Bannawee...Ok,I'llhelpunderone

condition..

Refa:What?

Rona:Youdon'thurtCharitywhenRabifinally

comestoBotswana,shecanceledherwedding

andweallknowshewantsyou,I'm justworried

youmighthurtCharity.It'seasytoresistnow

becausesheisnothereanyways..I'llonly

believeyouwhensheishereommonaevery

day,sheisgoingtocomebackbeautiful

withoutanybaggagebecauseshewillbe



financiallystable.IhaveseenMuhammed

posingwithhisdaughterleMetlhawhich

meansshemightactuallycomebackaleone

eleRabihelawaflattummy...Willyouresist

that?Thinkbeforeyouspeak.

Fela:Youhaveapoint

Rotlhe:Idon'ttrusthim withRabieither,hehas

alwayslovedonewomanthroughoutallthese

years,canallthatlovejustdisappear?

Refa:Youalldon'tgetit,thishasnothingtodo

withlove.WhenIwaswithRabiIhurtherbadly,

thepoorgirltriedbutforsomereasonIfailed

kanalemaDISnkilebantsayaaboutthat

accidentandsheneverbelievedmekoorethe

universewasagainstourloveandshefinally

decidedthatshedeservedamanthatwillnot

onlyloveherbutresistotherwomenforher.I

learntself-controlthehardway...HonestlyI

havereachedapointwhereIdon'tblameher

forleavingme.ShemademethemanIam



today.Muhammedwasagoodguyandhe

lovedmykidswhyshehurthim and

embarrassedtheguylikethatIdon'tknow,butI

knowCharityisnotgoingtoenduplike

Muhammed.Ihavelearntnotjusttolovea

woman,Ialsolearnttocontrolmyselfand

respectmypartner.OarabileandIarejust

coparentingandIhopeonedayshewillfinda

guylikeme,aguywhom onewomantaughta

verygoodlesson.NnagakebateRabileha

akatahabutIdon'thateher,I'llhateherifshe

harassesCharitybuthelahelano,yougot

nothingtoworryabout.

Ronapulledhim overandhuggedhim tightly.....

AtAuntDoris'sHouse...

LateronDorisheardthegateopeningthenshe



lookedthroughthewindow,itwasmaAkwana

andshewassuresheheardabouthowshe

camebacktoBotswana.Sheswitchedoffthe

TVandlockedthedoor,sheremovedthekey

andsatonthecouch...

MeanwhileMaAkwanaknockedandcalledout

forher...

MaAkwana:Doris?Doris?

Shewalkedaroundlookingatthefootprints...

MaAkwana:Ago....Elegore?

Shesuspicionslyleanedoverandclosedthe

othereyeasshelookedthroughthekeyhole,



Doriswassittingonthecouchreadinga

magazine...

MaAkwana:Icanseeyoumysister,stop

readingthatmagazineandopenthisdoor...I

won'tlaughatyouifyouthinkthat'swhatI

cameherefor.Ididn’tcomeheretolaughat

you...

DorisslowlyopenedthedoorandlookedatMa

Akwanawholeanedbackandheldherhips

lookingatherthensheburstintolaughter

clappinghands...

MaAkwana:(laughingnonestop)

Hehehehehehehehehehehehehehehehehehe

owiiiii!Haeakake!



Dorisboiledlookingatherasshelaugheduntil

tearscameoutofhereyes...

MaAkwana:WhathappenedinLondon?

Doris:Canyoustopitplease..

MaAkwana:(laughed)Hasegorekeatshega

kelelalewena...Haiijustwantedtocomeand

laughatyouthat'sall.NowI'm goingbackto

myhouse,youavoidedmeforfartoolong.I

hadtolaugh,byebye.

Doris:Mxm comeinside.

MaAkwanawalkedinlaughingandsatdown

crossingherlegs..

Doris:You'rehavingafielddayakere?Enjoy

yourself,whenyou'redonelaughingweneedto

talkaboutChelseaandRabi,thesegirlsare



headingthesamedirectionastheirmothers.I

wasinalotofpainwhenwelostthetwins.

Thesegirlsarerefusingtogrowup,Chelsea

calledmelastnightcrying.Italkedtoherbefore

IleftfortheUKandnowshesaysshedoesn't

knowwheretobegintofixherlife.Ithinkwe

aretooold,oldenoughtositthesegirlsdown

andreconcilethem,teachthem survivalskills.

Rabihurtsmeequally.Sheleftagoodman

becauseshethinksRefawilltakeherback.It's

reallysadthatshedoesn'tknowthathehas

reachedapointofacceptance.Sheissomuch

likemanywomenoutthereandbythetimeshe

realisesthathewon'ttakeherbackshewould

havewastedheryouthandallthemancapable

ofmarryingherwillbetaken...

MaAkwana:Rabishouldhaveneverleft

Muhammed,sheremindsmeofme.Herlifeis

exactlylikemine.

Doris:Anditstimeyoutoldheryourlovestory



soshecanopenhereyes,ifyouleavea

cheatingpartnerleaveforreal,don'tlookback

eveniftheychanged.Theychangedbecause

youmadeadecisiontoleave.Ifyouplaywith

goodmenthinkingyoustillhaveachanceyou'll

sayperhapsbecauseunlikeusmencanmove

onandneverlookback,it'suswholove

cheaters.It'sreallysadformebecauseIknow

howthiswillplayout.Shetoldherselfsheis

finishingschoolandcomingforherman.Shem

ngwanawagannakebathogaaitsegore

monnayomongweokgonagohetsalewena

clarrmoelenggorelehaokathapaogoleba

jaakamasepaantswa!Refaomoleletsemme

ibilekebonahelaaithobogileaboarata

monyanawagagweyogotwengkelecleaner.

Rabithinksshewillwinbecausesheisadoctor,

shedoesn'tknowmendon'tcareaboutsuch.

MaAkwana:Iwilltellhermystoryoneday,she

willthinkbeforerejectingagoodmanforanex



boyfriend.(lookedatthekitchen)Haona

malatsanyanahooontsholele?Walkingmakes

mehungry...

Dorislaughedandwalkedintothekitchen....

MaAkwana:Useabigplateplease.

Doris:Eemma!

MaAkwana:Wenawakonyakana

Shestoodupandwenttoserveherselfwhile

Dorisheldherhipslookingather...

Oncampus....

MeanwhileintheUKSiboandChiedzawalked

towardstheirroomschatting.Oneofthefinal



yearstudentsranoverandcaughtupwith

them..

Him:Heyguys!

Theyturnedandlookedathisblueeyes..

Sibo:HiEthanCrane

Him:(smiled)Youallneedtostopcallingme

that,IblameprofessorIngrad.

Chiedza:Youreallylookalike.

Him:Whatever..ListenI'm lookingforRabi,do

youknowwheresheis?

Sibo:Sheisatherroom.

Him:Idon'tknowwhereitis,weneverreally

talked.Iwanttoaskhersomething.

Sibo:SheisinblockIVroom 78



Him:Thanks..

Sibo:Shelovesredflowerstoo!

Theguylaughedbrushedhisbrownhairasthe

girlslaughed...

Sibo:I'm nottalkingtoyou,weweretalking

beforeyouinterruptedus...

Him:(smiled)Gotit!Cheers

Hewalkedbackandtheywenttheirway....

AtOarabile'sroom...

LateronOarabilecheckedherpadforblood

andfoundonlyatinybitofstain,shepulledup

herpantiesandfixedhercurlyweavethenshe



appliedlipstickandwenttothebedroom where

shethrewherselfonthebedandpulledher

bookover.Shebitherpencilasshestudied

thentherewasaknock...

Shesteppeddowninhersocksandwavedher

curlsbackassheopenedthedoor.Theguy

whohasbeenwavingatherfrom adistancefor

monthsstoodthereholdingabunchofred

flowers..

Abitnervoushispinklipsflushedalilsmileas

hisblueeyespiercedher...

Him:Hi,mynameisAustin...it'sRabiright?

Oarabile:Yes.

Austin:Urh...(handedhertheflowers)Thisis

foryou...Ihopeyoulikethem.



Oarabile:(stillholdingthedoor)Why?

Austin:Well...Thisismylastweekinschool

andwehaveadance...It'skindalikeprom...We

aresayinggoodbyetooneanotherbeforewe

leave.Mostofushavealreadyfoundjobssowe

basicallywon'teverseeeachotheragainafter

this..Ihavetwooffers,oneinColoradoandone

inGaborone,Iforgotthenameofthehospital

butI...(smiledindisbelief)Ionlyfoundoutthis

morningthatit'syourhomecountry.Iwantedto

askyououtsincelastyearbutIrespectDr

Muhammedso...(laughednervously)Toomuch

information...Scratchthat...WhenIfoundoutI

thoughtmaybeGodistellingmesomething,so

willyoubemydancingpartner?I'llpayforthe

dresssinceit'ssuchshortnotice...

Oarabile:(stillholdingthedoor)I'm sorry

AustinIcan't..

Austin:Why?



Oarabile:IhaveaboyfriendbackinBotswana,

sorry.Asksomeoneelse.

Austin:Aren'tyougoingtotaketheflowersand

readthecard?

Oarabile:No,sorry!

Austin:Iunderstand,thanksforyourtime.

Heturnedaroundandwalkedawaythenshe

closedthedoorpressingherphone..

Boago:CharityisRefa'ssisterkwano,ke

mathata!

Oarabile: Shems,shemustgofinda

boyfriend.Refaismyman.

Shesatdownandpulledherbookcloser....



AtBanda'shouse....

LaterthatafternoonRefaclosedthecardoor

andapproachedhisfatherwhileheloaded

watercontainersinhiscar..

Banda:It'sbeenawhilesinceIhaveseenyouin

asuit,what'stheoccasion?

Refa:(smiledandtookoffhisshades)Charityis

afashionfanatic...

Banda:Iloveherforyou,yourmothercan'tstop

talkingabouther.I'm reallyhappythatyouhave

movedonwithyourlife.

Refa:WhenlastdidyouseeMosadisadi?

Banda:Shewasjustababythen,bytheway

yourmom sayssheisbetweenRotlheandFela.

Refa:Whatmakesyousosuresheisnotyour

daughter?



MmaBandawalkedoverputtingthekeysinthe

bag..

Banda:Wehadsexonceandhermotherhada

boyfriend,thedaywehadsexshehadjust

arrivedfrom herboyfriendandIwasfrom

checkingonyourmother.Theboyfriendwasn't

workingandIwas.Ijustdidn'twanttofightthe

courtbecauseIwasamarriedmanandasenior

attheofficesoIletitslidequietly.

Refa:Iwenttothehouseyoudirectedmeto

andthewomantheregavemethis,thisis

Mosadisadi....

HehandedBandathepicturesandhismouth

dropped.MmaBandagotthepicturesandput

herhandoverhermouth...



MmaBanda:Charitykemonnao?(toBanda)

Youseewhatsecretsmakechildrendo?

Banda:Istilldon'tthinksheisyoursister.

MmaBanda:Howcanyoubesure?

Banda:Thatgirlisnotmydaughter!

MmaBanda:Wecan'ttrustwordofmouth,

that'sguilttalking.CanyouaskherforaDNA

test?Ifsheisnotyoursisteritwillbearelief.

Banda:Yes,atestwilldo.

Refa:Isentoursamplesyesterday,I'm waiting

fortheresultsbutwhatiftheycomeback

positive?Whatthen?

Banda:Wewillcrossthatbridgewhenweget

therebutsheisnotmydaughterthatmuchI

know.Howlongdowehavetowait?

Refa:7workingdays.



Banda:Weshallwaitthen...

Theyalllookedatoneanotherandsighed....

SEVENDAYSLATER...

*

*

*

*

*

*
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SomewhereinMaun...



Thedoctorplacedasyringefullofbloodina

silvertrayandcleanedtheareaaround

Chelsea'svagina...

Dr:Howareyoufeeling?

Chelsea:I'm fine,itwasonlypainfulwhenyou

werepumping..

Dr:Ok..hereisapad,youbeinyourperiodtoday

only,tomorrowyouwillbefinebutifyou'restill

onyourperiodcontactme.Idon'twantyouto

haveaninfection,I'm goingtogiveyou

antibioticsandpleasedrinkthesecapsulesuntil

thelastone.Antibioticsgaetogelwemo

tselengjustbecauseyoufeelbetter

Chelsea:Thankyou..

Dr:Iwanttoscanyoufirsttoseeificleaned

outeverything,ok



Hecheckedandhandedheratissuethenshe

wipedhertummyandsatupcountingthe

money.Sheplaceditonthedeskwhilethe

doctorswerefixedthebed..

Chelsea:thankyou

Dr:Callmeifyou'renotfeelingwellanyhowbut

itwasatanadvancedstagesotherewon'tbe

anycomplications.

Chelsea:Thanks,soicangotothesaloonand

worksinceifeelfine?

Dr:No,goandrestfortoday.You'llwork

tomorrow..

Chelsea:Bye...

Shegotwalkedoutsidehangingherhandbag

overhershoulderandstretchedherarm toRJ

whowaswaitinginthereception,hestoodup



andgrabbedherhandastheywalkedoutofthe

glassdoor...

RJDidthedoctorgiveyoupillsforyour

headache?

Chelsea:Yesbabe

RJ:Ok..

Chelsea:RJyou'reabigboynowok?Andyou'll

havetounderstandafewthings..

RJ:(grinninglookingupatherasthesun

blindedhim)Afewthings?

Chelseatookoutanumbrellafrom herhandbag

andspreaditopenassheandhersonstopped

bytheroad,shegrabbedhishandandthey

crossedtheroad...



Chelsea:ImeanI'm goingtotellyouvery

difficultthingsthatyoumustunderstand,you're

notababyanymore

RJ:Ok..

Theywalkedinhersaloonassheclosedthe

umbrellaandsmiledateveryone...

Makeupgirl:AeBosstodayoplanemma,when

ifinishdoingthislady'sfaceyoushouldcome..

Chelsea:(laughed)Aethemmaiwas

scrubbingmyself,ijustwantedmyporestofeel

theair,I'llcome

Barber:RJwarengbrazen?

RJ:Shap-shap..

Theywalkedtotheofficeinthebackwhereshe



closedthedoorandputherthingsdown...

Chelsea:Pullthatchairover

Rjpulledhischairoverfacingher...

Chelsea:YearsagoimetyouruncleRefaand

wehadsex,doyouknowsex?

RJ:(giggledlookingaway)Likewhenyoukiss

andyourprivatepartstouchtoohardtomakea

baby

Chelsea:(laughed)Yes,imadeyouwithyour-

RJ:UncleRefaiknow,theytoldme..

Chelsea:Whatdoyouknow?

RJ:Afteryouhadmeinyourstomachuncle

didn'tknowthathemadeababysohenever

talkedtoyouthenyoumetdadandhelovedus,



heboughtmemilkanddiapersandhebecame

mydad..

Chelsea:Phewok...You'recleverthani

thought..SonowwhatisgoingtohappenisI'm

goingtoleaveyourdad.

RJ:Whichone?

Chelsea:(laughed)Whichoneam iwithRJ?

Focus

RJ:(laughed)Wearegoingbacktomyrealdad

andbearealfamily?

Chelsea:(laughed)No,hehasagirlfriendand

wedon'tloveeachotherlikethat.Youknow

yourdadhasn'tvisitedusatourhouseright?So

I'm goingtoleavehim,itwillbejustthetwoof

us.

RJ:Butwhowilltakecareofusifthereisman?

Don'tweneedadadtotakecareofus?

Chelsea:No,I'lltakecareofus,I'llworkhard



hereandI'llaskuncleRefatosendyourmoney

everymonthendtohelpwithyourthings.

RJ:Ok

Chelsea:Sotellme...Whodoyouwanttobe

friendswithbetweenuncleRefaandyourdad?

RJ:IlikeuncleRefamorebutidon'tthinkhe

likesmeverymuch

Chelsea:Hedoesn’twantyourdadtofeel

jealous

RJ:Idon'tthinkbigpeopleshouldbejealous,i

alwayssharemyfood

Chelsea:MaybeyoushouldtellRefathat,can

youwritehim aletter?Wewilldropitoffathis

officethisafternoon.

RJ:Ok

Chelsea:Tellhim everythingheneedstoknow

RJ:I'm notgoodatspelling



Chelsea:Writewhatyoucan,hewill6beableto

readitbecauseheisyourfather.

HesmiledandpickedapencilthenChelsea

grabbedherphoneandleanedback.She

clickedonCarly'saccountandcameacross

Rona'svalentine'sdaysurprisegiftofacar,she

clickedonthevideoandwatchedasRona

handedherthecarkeys.Carlytouchedher

tummyandgotinsidethenshestartedthe

engineandjumpedonRona'sarms.Withthe

samefakeaccountsheclickedonRona's

account,sheshookherheadathowmany

picturesofCarlyhehadthoughsheneversaw

them withherrealaccount...

ShetappedonWhatsAppandcameacrosshis

status,herpicturewithRjandacaptionof"My

oneandonlyfamily,happyvalentine'sdaywifey.



Iloveyouandforever.

Sheshookherheadandloggedinwithher

saloonbusinessnumberbutforsomereason

shecouldn'tseeitwithherothernumber,she

dialedhersister...

Tumi:Hello?

Chelsea:Happyvalentinesday,canwetalk

aboutmama'splot?

Tumi:Happyvalentine'sday,whataboutit?

Chelsea:Iwantustosellitsothaticantopmy

shareandbuyaplot

Tumi:EethemmawenabutI'm notgoodat

selling,canyouhandleeverythingandgiveme

myshare?

Chelsea:Ok,firstI'lltalktopropertyagents,

theywillvalueitthenwewillknowhowmuch



wearegettingthendivideit

Tumi:Ok,howisyourvalentinesday?Ihope

Bandadidn'tspoilyourotten

Chelsea:Ronaojolalengwanyanawalekgoa

andlastweekiwassuicidalbutitalkedtoaunt

Doris,jaakaomoitsekehaankgwelabothoko

Tumi:(laughed)Heimma,whenauntDoris

adviseyoushewilltellyouallhorriblethings

aboutyousomuchyou'llwanttocry(theyboth

laughed)Shecalledmeyesterdayaskingme

whatmyintentionsarewithyou,shesaid

they'regoingtocallofus.I'm soscaredidon't

knowwhattheywillsay

Chelsea:Wewillsee,atleastshesaidishould

giveherafeedbackofmyprogress.Hesaidi

shouldplanmythingsalonewithoutamanso

I'm tryingthat...

Tumi:Ohok,lennammaI'm justherewith3

kidsdololomarriage.



Chelsea:I'm donedreamingaboutgetting

married,nowI'm dreamingaboutmakinga

goodlifeforRJ..

Tumi:Wewilltalk

Chelsea:Later,bye

ShehungupandsighedthenRJwalkedover

andhandedhertheletter.

Rj:I'm done(shetriedtoopenitbuthegrabbed

herhand)Don'topenit..

Hegotthestaplerandstapledthecornersas

Chelseawatchedindisbeliefandlaughed...

NearSesha'shome...



LateronRotlheparkedthecarunderthetree

andsteppedoutofthecarputtingonacap

thenhegrabbedagiftboxandinnocently

walkedalongtheslim pathpassingbetween

theyardsasSesha'smotherrakedtheyard...

MmaSesha:(shouted)Sesha?!

Sesha:Maa!

Sheranoutofthehousebarefootedasherlittle

brotherchasedherwhiletheylaughed.

MmaSesha:(angrily)Seshabatho!Whydoyou

likeplayinglikeachild?Omotonakana,hetao

ntshemalelea.Akerelepalelwakegoharaka

Sesha:(laughed)Mamammairaked

yesterday...

MmaSesha:Andpleasewatertheflowers...



ShewalkedinthehousewitharakeasRotlhe

sloweddownwalkingbythefence.Hestopped

andlookedaround..

Rotlhe:(softly)Pxxx!Pxxx!

Seshaandherbrothercontinuedchattingloudly

andlaughingastheyheadedtothesmallgate,

Rotlhespottedthetrashdrum justbythegate

thenhepacedover.

Seshatiptoedbarefootedavoidthornsandpins

asherbrotherfollowedalsobarefooted,she

spilledthetrashinsidethedrum...

Rotlhe:(loweredhisvoice)Sesha?!Sesha?!



Sheturnedaroundandhermouthdropped

excitedlyasshelookedathim butthenshe

noticedshewasbarefooted,herfeetwere

dustyandshewaswaytoosimpleinpyjamas

expeciallyatthattimeoftheday.

Sesha:(embarrassed)Hi...

Shelookedbackatthehouseandbackathim

hopinghermotherdoesnotcomeoutthe

house..

Rotlhe:(wavedherover)Comehere!

Shecarefullywalkedonhertoestryingto

approachhim whilehestoodonthegrass,

Rotlhelookedatthegrassthenhehurriedover



andhandedit..

Rotlhe:HappyValentine'sday...

Heliftedherupandpacedtothegatewherehe

putherdownthenhewentbackforthebrother

andputhim downtoo...

Sesha:Thankyou

Rotlhe:Sure,

Hequicklywalkedawayastheywalkedthrough

thegatewhilethebrothertouchedthebox..

Brother:Mphachocolate!

Sesha:Shhhemapelemamaatsamaeko

merapelong.I'm goingtohideit



Brother:(crying)Kebatachocolate!

Sesha:Tsaa,go!Don'tshowmama..

Seshagaveheroneroundballofchocolateand

heranoffthenshewalkedtothegardenwhere

shehidthevalentinecombointhewheelbarrow

andputnewspapersoveritthensheranout

withahugesmile,hermothersteppedout

fixingherhair...

Mother:I'm goingthere?

brother:(suckinghisfingers)Seshakebata

chocolategape

Mother:Wheredidyougetchocolate?letme

see..whatareyoueating?

Sesha:Thereisnochocolate..

brother:(whining)Kedibonye...(pointed)redi

neetswekemonnahaale..hehasbeardandhe



waswearingacap...(spreadhisarms)Theyare

thousandmillionsandmillionschocolates

insidetheboxandasmallTeddybear,aflower

andwashingragwithSesha'sname..itsSESH

Aandaredheart...

HermotherturnedandlookedatSesha...

Mother:Whereisit?

Sesharubbedhertears...

Mother:(Angrily)WaratanaSesha?skaitidisa

ohiwadilokebanna,whoishe?goandbring

thosethings.(holdingherwaist)Hurryup

Seshadraggedher.feettothegarden....



AtBandaConstructions..

Refasignedforaparcelandpaidthecourier

manastheystoodattheentrance,hegoton

themotorbikeandspedoffthenRefaturned

intothebuildingandranupthestairsopening

theDNAtestresults....

*

*

*

*

.

.

.
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AtBandaConstructions..

Refasignedfortheparcelandpaidthecourier

manastheystoodattheentrance,hegoton

themotorbikeandspedoffthenRefawalkedin

thebuildingandranupthestairsopeningthe

DNAtestresults,Chelseaappearedatthe

bottom ofthestairs..

Chelsea:(lookingup)Hi..

Heturnedbackbeforehecouldreadthefirst

sentence..

Refa:Hi...Um Ronaisnotintoday

Chelsea:(walkingupstairs)I'm lookingforyou



Refawaitedforherasshecaughtupwithhim

thentheywalkedtowardshisofficeasChelsea

heldherhandbagunderneathherarmpits..

Refa:Iseverythingok?

Chelsea:Yeah,it'sfine.Ijustwanttotalkabout

RJ

Refa:Ok

Heopenedthedoorforherandtheywalkedin

thenhefoldedtheresultsandshovedthem in

thetornenvelope,heplacedthem onthedesk

togetherwiththecourierpackagewrapperand

satdownfacingChelsea.Somethingwas

differentabouther,hehadn'tseenherlooking

soprettyinalongsomuchhehadforgotten

howbeautifulshewas,thatlongcurlyhairand



darkeyelasheswithsmallpinkishlips...Andher

longnosegothim allthetime,forsomereason

shealwaysremindedhim ofthecomedySister-

sister.

Refa:Youlookbeautifultoday...

Chelsea:(smiled)Thankyou,iwashedmyhair

anddidthemakeupthing

Refa:Youshoulddoitmoreoften...Sowhat's

upwithRJ?Howishe?

Chelsea:(handedhim aletter)Heaskedmeto

giveyouthis..

Refatornitopenandclearedhisthroatlooking

atit..

Refa:(laughed)Whydidyoustapleitsomany

times



Chelsea:(laughed)It'snotme,hesaidi

shouldn'treadit

"DerDad

Iloveuandwanttobiufrend,iwanttopleyboll

withuandlafwithu.MamaisnotRona's

gelfrendanimoo,wistayalonandiwantuto

visituseviridey.Plisbeaguddadbecosifnotit

ischildabuseandicantakeutothepolice.

From RJ"

Refasmiledandfoldeditthenheputitinhis

fileandsighed..

Chelsea:Letmereaditbeforeyouputitaway



Refa:No,it'snothing.

Chelsea:(frownedsurprised)Shehlewenawaa

gana?

Refa:It'saguything(theylaughed)I'llcallyou

whenyougethomethenI'lltalktohim.

Chelsea:Ok,iknowthatyourbrotherisstill

withCarlyandidon'thavetheintentionsof

confrontingherbecauseicanseesheisalso

pregnant.Idon'twanthertoloseherbaby

becauseofme,iknowthepainoflosingachild

soI'm goingtoleavehim butmysalondoesn't

givemeenoughtocoverRJ'sexpenses.Ineed

youtostartpayingchildsupport,ialsothinkRJ

needstoknowhisrealfather.Ihavesatdown

andrealisedthatit'snotlatetochangethe

directionofmylife.Iknowidestroyedyour

relationshipbutI'm fixingit.Howmuchdoyou

thinkyoucanaffordtogivehim monthly?

Refa:Howmuchdoyouneed?Canwedoa



budget?

Hetoreapageandgaveherapenthenshe

wrotedowneverything,hepouredheradrink

andgaveherglasswhilehedrunkhisandputit

down..

Refa:Doeshehaveabankaccount?DidRona

openhim abankaccount?

Chelsea:No

Refa:I'llopenhim aminorsaccountandput

yournumberforcellphonebankingsoitcan

reporttoyou,I'llmakeanorderofP2,000

monthly,isthatOK?

Chelsea:It'swaymorethaniexpected,thank

you.(stoodup)That'sallicamefor,thanksfor

thedrink

Refa:(stoodup)Hey...(lookinginhereyes)



Thankyouforturningyourlifearound,I'm

happyihaveasonwithawomanwhoknows

whentowalkaway.Webothmadeaterrible

mistakeyearsagoandwebothlostthepeople

wholovedus.It'stimetoletgo,somepeople

arenotmeanttobeinourlives,they'rea

lesson...Ireallyhopeyouwon'tgobacktoRona

againbecausethecirclewillneverstopifyou

do.

Chelsea:Iwon't,thereasonI'm notmaking

noiseisbecauseI'm tiredoffightingandthere

isnothingtofightforreally.Iwanttobethe

motherRJdeserves,ireallyhopeyou'lldoyour

partbutidon'tdoubtyou.Iknowyou'reagreat

fatherandthat'stheonethingiloveaboutyou.

Refa:Thankyou...

Theyhuggedandletgoofoneanother,she

openedthedoorandwalkedoutthenhetook



hisseat,hereachedfortheDNAenvelopeand

unfoldedthepagethenhisphonerang...

Refa:Hello?

AuntDoris:Hello?

Refa:(hestraightenedthepageandleanedover)

Eemma

AuntDoris:Bambinoisthrowingupandhehas

arunningstomach,hehasbeensleepingsince

hecamefrom school.Cometakehim tothe

hospital

Refa:Eemma,I'llbethere

Hehungupandreadthroughtheresultsthen

hedialedCharity..

Charity:Hello?



Refa:Hey,theresultsarehere

Charity:(heartskipped)OhJesus...Youdon't

soundexcited,whatdotheysay?

Refa:Idon'twanttogiveitaway,iwantyouto

seeforyourself

Charity:(laughed)Pleasetellme

Refa:Howaboutipassbyyourofficeandpick

youupsowecantakeBambinotothehospital?

Heisnotwell.AuntDorisjustcalledmenow..

Charity:Ok,hurryup...(laughed)Ican'tbelieve

you'rerefusingtotellme...You'resotrickyyou

don'tsoundhappyorsad..

Refa:(laughed)I'm coming...

Charity:Andthanksforthepresent,iloveit..

You'regettingyourslatertonight

Refa:Can'twait.



Hehungupandstaredattheresults.

InFela'soffice..

RotlhewalkedinandsatonthechairasFela

pausedthepaperworkandfrowned...

Fela:And?

Rotlhe:Seshaistooyoung

Fela:Sheis18,youcanhititandshecanhandle

itjustfine-aftermarryingherofcourse...Since

youwanttodobiblicalthingsinthisera,I'm not

judging

Rotlhe:shewalksaroundtheyardbarefooted

and...MaybeI'm rushingandishouldgiveher

timetogrow

Fela:You'restartingakere?Trustmemarrythat



girlorfuckherbecausesheisgoingtolosea

virginitywithorwithoutyou.You'renotapastor

orJesusstopactinglikeitandmovefurther

withher.Istillwalkbarefootedonweekends

what'swrongwiththat?Obataheartattack

akere?RefahadanopportunitytotakeRabi's

virginityandheplayedpastorlikeyouthen

uncleshowedhim flames,you'renext.Never

eversaynotosex..

Refastuckhisheadinside....

Refa:TheresultsareherebutI'llsendyouguys

apictureaftershowingCharity.

Fela:Showuswewon'ttellheroranyone

Refa:Rotlheonlinenewspaperwillshareand

makeitviral



Rotlhe:(laughed)Isnitchedonceinmylifeand

I'm anewspaper?Woww...

Fela:(stoodup)Letmetherra

HeranoverthenRefaranoffanddownthe

stairsasFelastoppedlookingdown..

Fela:Ok,itsjustus....Telme

Refa:Bye

HewalkedoutandFelawalkedback...

AtCharity'sOffice...

RefawaitedinthecarasCharitywalkedoutof

thebuildingandinthecarthensheleanedover

kissinghim..



Charity:Wherearetheresults?

Hesadlyhandedhertheenvelope,herheart

skippedasshelookedathim thenshequickly

tookoutthepageandreadwithherhands

shaking,hisphonerang..

Refa:Hello?

Oarabile:(pushedherhairbackandsmiledin

herbra)Hi,didyoutalktoAuntDoris?

Refa:YahI'm onmywaytherenow

Oarabile:(smiled)Areyougoingtotakebothof

them?

Refa:No,justmyson.Bonahelletsagoapara

andthencallme.Bye



Charityscreamedandhuggedhim ashehung

upandsmiledhuggingher..

Refa:(laughed)Igotyoudidn'ti?

Charity:(laughed)Youscaredme!

Hepulledherchinoverandkissedher....

Don'tforgettoLike,happyValentine'sdayfrom

meandtherestoftheteam. Weloveyou..

*

*

*

*

*

*
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AttheHospital....

CharityheldBambinoonherlapwhileRefasat

nexttoherlisteningtothedoctor...

Dr:I'llprescribehim thisandthat,idon'tthink

it'sanythingserious.Changeofenvironment,

theweatherandevenjustwatercanmessup

hissystem.

Charity:Soshouldwecontinuegivinghim the

samewater?

Dr:Yes,hewillbefine.(handedthem thecard)

Pickhismedicinesatthedispensary



Refapickedhim upandtheywalkedoutas

Bambinolaidhisheadonhisshoulderfacing

Charityattheback,Charityflashedhim witha

smileandrubbedhisnoseandheshylysmiled.

AtOarabile'sroom...

BackinschoolSibowalkedinandsatonRabi's

bedwithherlaptop..

Sibo:Helpmedothis.

Therewasaknockonthemaindoor,with

headphonesinherearChiedzaopenedthedoor

andAustinsmiled...

Austin:Hey,isRabiin?



Chiedza:Ofcourse,waitthere

SheshutthedoorandrantoRabi'sroom..

Chiedza:EthanCraneishere

Sibo:(smiled)Nghedoesn'tgiveupneh...Fix

yourhairandyoubettersayyesthistime,idon't

knowwhatyourproblem is

Chiedza:Hurry!

Oarabiledraggedherfeetoutasthegirls

excitedlystoodbehindherlistening..

Oarabile:Hi

Austin:Hey..



Oarabilesteppedoutsideandclosedthedoor

soherfriendswouldn'thearathing,Austintook

outhispassportandapamphlet...

Austin:I'm leavingforBotswanatomorrow

morning,ihavejustbeenupdatedthatI'm

gettingpostedhere,(pointedonthemap)

apparentlyitsasmalltown.Ididallthe

researchaboutitandapparentlymore

internationalsarefoundthereasitistourist

destinationsoiguessI'm goingtoseethereal

animalsnotthezooanimalsigrewupseeing...

(helaughedbutshedidn'tlaughinsteadshe

sighedlookingdown)ijustwantedtosaygood

luckontheremainingyearsofyoureducation.

Oarabile:Thanks

Austin:Rabiam ibotheringyou?

Oarabile:No,justthatithoughtyou'll

understandmethefirsttime,nowyou're



makingmethebadguy.

Austin:Notodayiwasn'tcomingtohitonyou,i

knowyouhaveaboyfriendbackathomebut

justbecauseibeenhiredatyourhomecountry

andnowthistownwhereyoucomefrom.I

thoughtthatwouldbeinterestingtoyou..We

canstillbefriendsevenifwearenotdating.

Oarabile:Ican'tbefriends,I'm sorry

Austin:Ok,iunderstand...(sighed)Letmego

prepareformyflight,ihopeidon'tgetlostat

theconnectingflightsinGaboronebecause

apparentlythepersonwaitingtocollectmeis

onlyatthissmalltoww.Bye

Oarabile:Bye

Austin:AndI'llstopbotheringyou,I'm nota

creeporastalker...Bye

Heturnedaroundlookingathiswatchand



hurriedupashishairbouncedupanddown.

Oarabilewalkedbackintheroom andfoundthe

girlsstaringatherwiththeirmouthsdownand

handsonthehips...

Sibo:Andthenwena?

Oarabile:Guysplease..

Chiedza:What?

Oarabile:I'm tryingtogetmylifeintrack,I'm

tryingtofixmyrelationshipwithRefaandfor

thatijustwanttorespecthim andbefaithful,

hewaitedformefaithfullyandihavetodothe

same.Ijustwanttogivemykidsalifei

promisedthem from thebeginning.

Sibo:Youreallythinkaguywhocheatedwith

yourcousinswillwaitforyou?

Oarabile:Hewaitedformebeforeandistillhad

anger,ipunishedhim untilifeltreadytoforgive



him.Ialwaysoverdomypunishment,ionce

pretendedimovedonwithagayfriendfor3

months,wegotoverthat,ioncelockedhim in

thewardrobefor5daysandwegotoverthat

thenmycousinseducedhim.Youknowwhat

hefeltsobadheconfessed,thatshows

remorse,hecriedforme.Menhardlycrybut

thisparticularmanshoesemotionsandhe

lovesmydaughter.Hemademistakeswhenwe

wereyoungnowwearefixingthem.

Sibo:Hehasagirlfriend,beautifuloneforthat

matter.Theyseem happybecauseshepost

beautifulthingsabouttheirrelationship

Oarabile:Sheishissister

Sibo:Youdon'tknowthat

Oarabile:BoagosaidtheydidtheDNA,and

maybehim andherwillhidethetruthfrom their

parentsbutiwillstillprovethem wrong.

Sibo:Andwhatifthey'rereallynot?



Chiedza:(sighed)I'm goingbacktostudy,i

can'tlistentothisnonsense

Theywalkedawayfrom herthenshewalkedin

herroom andclosedthedoor....

AtSesha'sHouse....

ThenextdayinthemorningRotlhewaitedin

thecarasSeshaandherbrotherwalked

towardstheroad,herolleddownthewindow

parkingunderthetreeandsmiled...

Rotlhe:Hey..

Seshasmiledandwalkedover,thistimeshe

wassocleanshehadmuchmoreconfidence



asshegotinthecarleavingherbrother

outside...

Brother:Seshaiwon'tsayanything,letme

inside.Iwanttogetinsidethecar

Sesha:No,omaakawena

Brother:(tearfully)Kebakile..

Rotlhelaughedandopenedthedoorforhim

thenhehandedhim alollipop..

Rotlhe:Hey

Sesha:Hi

Rotlhe:Whichcourseareyougoingtostudy?

Sesha:IwantHumanresources

Rotlhe:Ok..Atleastyou'llbeabletohavea

cellphoneandwecantalkmorethen



Sesha:Yeahbecausenowifyougetmea

phonemamawillwonderwhereigotitandmy

oldersisterkindoflikesyousoshemightget

angryatmeaswell.Shethinksyou'llmarryher.

Rotlhe:What?Ineverevensaidanythingtoher!

Ionlytalkedtohersoicouldtalktoyousince

shealwaysansweredforyou.Idon'tevenlike

her

Sesha:Shelikesyou.

Rotlhe:Iyoo

Sesha:Wrhavetogo,webeensenttothe

butcherytobuymeat.

Rotlhe:I'lldropyouguysthere...

Hejoinedtheroad.....

AtRefa'sHouse....



MeanwhileRefafixedhistiewhileCharitysat

onthecouchwithBambinoonherlap,Bambino

laidhisheadonherchestlikeababyand

closedhereyes,Refaleanedoverandkissed

CharitythenhekissedBambino...

Charity:Ican'twaittoshowmamatheresults....

(laughed)I'm reallyhappyandiknowsheis

goingtobescaredthatyourfatherpaidsuch

amountofmoneybutI'lltellherI'llpayMr

Bandamyself.Shedoesn'thavetoworryabout

it

Refa:Iwon'tletDaddothat..andhewouldn'tdo

itanyways

Charity:Hesoundsnice...(touchedBambino's

cheek)WhatdowedoaboutyouMrBanda

sinceyou'reona1daysickleave?Doyouwant

tocomewithmetowork?(henodded)Shem



RefaBambinoissoshyit'scute,hedoesn't

evenspeakthatmuch

Refalaughedindisbelief...

Refa:Bambino?Youdon'tknowanything,it's

becauseheisn'tusedtoyou,thatboycantalk!

Heneverstopstalkingandheisnoisy

Charity:(gentlyrubbinghishead)You'rejust

badnaminghim,heisbadnamingyouright?

Hesmilednaughtyandnoddedupanddown...

Bambino:I'm aniceboy..

Theyalllaughed...



Charity:Isitokifigohomewithhim?Iwantto

tellmymotherandfatherabouttheresultsthen

I'llbehomealldayuntilitstimetodrivethe

workersofwhichniceboyherewillbethe

conductor.

Refa:Soundsgood...(kissedthem both)Ilove

youguys.

Charity:Iloveyoutoo

Bambinostoodupandfollowedhim tothe

door...

Bambino:DaddycanwegogetNatasha?I

missher

Refa:SheisatschoolbutRjwillvisittoday,I'm

goingtotakeyouguysonaride

Bambino:RJissicktoo?

Refa:Yeahbutmaybehewillfeelbetterwhen



heseesyou

Bambino:Yeah,bye

Refa:Bye

CharitystoodbehindBambinoandputherarms

overhisshouldersastheywatchedRefadriving

off....

Charity:Let'sgomakebreakfastbeforewego...

Bambino:Ok

Theywentbacktothekitchen...

AtMmaDube'shouse....

LaterthatmorningCharityandBambino



approachedthehouseashermothersweptin

frontofthehousewithatraditionalbroom...

Charity:Goodmorning....

MmaDubepausedandsmiledlookingat

Bambino..

MmaDube:HeiRefa'ssonlooksexactlylike

him,helookedexactlylikethiswhenhewasa

baby..Boyhowareyou?

Bambino:I'm fine,thankyou

Charity:Theresultscamebacknegative

MmaDube:That'simpossible!Bandaisyour

father,whywouldilietoyounana?

Charity:Mamamaybetherewasamistake,

think...Didn'tyouhaveaboyfriend?



MmaDube:IdidbutI'm sure,ngwanaoitsiwe

seretokemmaagwe

Charity:scienceneverlies,itshowedthatmy

bloodandRefa'sbloodarenotthesame.

MmaDube:Butthey'regoingtomakemepay

forthechildsupport.

Charity:I'llpayitiftheyaskdon'tworrybuti

doubtkanaRefahadalreadyintroducedmeto

hisfamily,theproblem camewiththefamily

reunionofwhichI'm sohappyillbeattendingas

agirlfriend.Ialmostdiedofstress

MmaDube:I'm happyforyoubutI'm also

scaredthatwhatiftheymadeamistakeatthe

hospital?

Charity:Mistakeslikethatneverhappen,when

resultsarecontaminatedtheytakenew

samples,okletmeaskthisonthemonthiwas

conceiveddidyou...Youknow...WithBanda

onlyorwiththeboyfriendtoo?



MmaDube:Bothofthem inthesamemonth-

Charity:Whichmeansitcanbeanyofthem,

whoisheanyways?

MmaDube:(sighed)Hediedinacaraccident

whenyouwere4

Charity:Ok,itdoesn'tmatteranyway.Ihavea

fatherwholovesmeandI'm notrelatedtomy

boyfriend.

MmaDube:I'm relievedbutI'm alsoashamed,

peoplearegoingeverywherethinkI'm athief

Charity:Buttheywillknowthatthesemistakes

happen,ithappensforawomantonotbesure

whothefatheris.

MmaDube:Anditcanonlymeanonething

aboutthatwoman...(sighed)Totaaboke

itshotetsengtotamogoboBanda.Yousaid

Refawantstomarrygasegoreweshouldn't

chargethem bogadi?



Charity:(shookherhead)Ng-ngmamanna

gakenyalwemahala,kentshetswamagadihela

sentejaakabasadibabangweeregokeipoka

keipokesentekentshetditswemagadi

MmaDube:Sadiyoumustunderstandmy

situation,ican'tchargethosepeopleafter

stealingtheirmoney

Charity:I'm notgoingforfree...

MmaDubesighedstressfully....

AtBanda'shouse....

OnthesamemorningRefastoppedatthegate

ashisfatherandmotherdroveout,theyboth

rolleddownthewindows..



Banda:I'm goingtothefarm,iseverythingok?

Refa:(smiledandstretchedouthisarm)You

wereright,sheisnotyourdaughter..

Banda'smouthdropped,hesteppedoutofthe

carandgottheresultsasRefagotoutsmiling

too.

Banda:(jumped)Yes!Iknewshewasn'tmine...

(tohiswife)Youslappedmefornothing

MmaBanda:Youstillcheated

Refa:(laughed)Somamayouslappeddadbut

yougotangryRabipunishedmeforcheating?

MmaBanda:(laughed)Mxm Oarabileotwaela

bathoorutwakeenggoshapangwanakeese

mmaagwe



TheylaughedasBandaheavedahugesigh

lookingathisson...

AtRona'soffice...

LateronChelseaknockedonthedoorand

walkedinasRonapressedthecomputer,she

pulledthechairandsatdown...

Rona:Heybabe

Chelsea:Canwetalk?

Rona:Sure

Chelsea:Ithinkit'sbestwepartways,iloveyou

andyoulovemebutsometimeslovealoneisn't

enough.Ineverunderstoodthisstatementuntil

now,it'sover.Idon'twantyouatmyhouseor

nearmyson.Youdelayedmefrom givinghim

hisrightfulfatherandfailedtobethatfather



butI'm correctingmyself.Iwaswrongtodeny

Refahissonbutthat'sOK.

Rona:SonowRJisnotmyson?

Chelsea:No,you'renotactinglikeafather.You

haven'tevenvisitedusin7daysbutyoucan

buyCarlyacar.Iknowyou'rewithherand

you'replanningtomarryher

Rona:Sonowyou'reavictim mmeelewenao

simolotsengojewakennakewhileiwas

sleepinginthenextroom?

Chelsea:OskanthaagojewaRonakagoreo

ratanaleCarly,oskanthaagojewa

Rona:(angrily)Neojewaee,obatagoreke

reng?Iknowwhatyoudidthatnight,iknowyou

wentintoRefa'sroom andtriedtohavesexwith

him,youleftthedooropenafterleaving.

(pointedather)Olebeleteselokewena,o

ijelwajelwakemongwelemongwe.Refapicked

youonthesideoftheroadandpaidyouP200



tosuckhisass,you'reabtch!

Chelsea:AtleastRefaknowshowtohavesex

sobesidestheP200igotthebestnightofmy

lifewenaohemahemahelaaboobokolela

ekarekgomo,that'swhyiwentintherebecause

youareweakandtasteless.I'm sogladi

abortedyourlittleshittoo,goodriddance!

You'reuselesstomejustlikeyouwereuseless

toyourexsandguesswhat,somewhereout

thereisCarly'swhitehusband,wenayour

functionistoraiseothermen'schildren,that's

yourcalling..Skatholaonthaalebeleteke

robetselerragonna?

Ronaslappedherandshefellonthefloorthen

shegotupandpushedthecomputerathim,

shereachedforadeskprinterandthrewitover,

heblockeditandgrabbedherbythethroat.

Chelseagrabbedhisballsandtwistedthem as

hardasshecouldthenshepiercedherteethon



hisshoulder..

Hepunchedheronthefaceandshefelldown

stillhangingonhisballs....

*
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AtRona'soffice...

Ronafelldownwithherastheyrolledthenhe

laidonhisbackholdingherarm tryingtopull

heroff...

Rona:Chelseayou'rehurtingme,!Letgo,



Chelsea:Youstartedit!

Rona:(liftedhishands)I'm notholdingyou...Ke

gotogetse..Ntogelawampolaa

Rotlhewalkedinconfusedandfrownedlooking

atChelseaholdingRona'sballs,hechargedat

herandpushedheroffsohardshehitthetable,

Chelseaangrilystoodupandpushedeverything

onthetableatthem astheyblockedtheirfaces

withtheirarms:

Chelsea:(angrilyshouting)ImadeyouRona...

Youhadnothingnotevenanunderwear,i

boughtyoueverythingbydoingpeople'snails,

youdidn'tevenwanttogotoGaboroneforthe

tender.Theywouldhavedisqualifiedyouifit

wasn'tforme!Thisismyhardworkandyoubuy

Carlyacar?Whatam igettingforallthe

support?Thepainoflosingmychildwhenyou



hadthemoneytosaveher,Niggaimighthave

myflawsbuttheyshouldn'tovershadowthe

goodididforyou.Begratefulonceinyour

life......Isufferedwithyou,mysonsufferedfor

thesakeofyouregoandyoudon'tevengive

him P100helawadrinkafterdenyinghim his

realfather,bitchiwillkillyou!

EmployeescrowdedthedoorasChelseaturned

tothem..

Chelsea:What'swrongwithyou?Le

shenametsegoneha?Leromilwesengwe?

Shegrabbedthepencilsandthrewthem over,

employeesspreadoutasRefapacedoverand

grabbedChelsea'swaistpushingheragainst

thewallastheirchesttouched...



Chelsea:(angrily)Letgoofme!Refantogela

Refa:(grabbedhercheeksandlookedather)

Chelsea?Stopit,you'reactingcrazyandit

doesn'tsuityou..

Chelsea:Hehitme!Nooneeverputstheir

handsonmenever,

Rona:Keeptalkingandseewhat'snext

Chelsea:Bringit,I'm waiting

Refa:ChelseaRJokae?

Chelsea:Itdoesn'tmatterRonahitme,iwon't

leavehim smoothjustlikethat

Refa:(handedherhiscarkeys)Gohome,I'll

comeforthecarlater.Ifyougotoaholdingcell

RJisgoingtobeworriedallnight,youneedto



thinkofalltheprogressyoumadesofar.You're

betterthanthis...Tsamaya

Rona:You'regoingtopayforeverythingyou

brokeinhere

Chelsea:(heldherhipandthrewhercurlyhair

back)Mybabydaddywillpayforit,heisthe

brainofthecompanyanyways.Ifitwasn’tfor

him you'dbebrokebynow,stupid!

Rona:(angrily)Chelseawee?Waswabagole

kana

HewalkedoverthenRefablockedhim pushing

him back...

Refa:Youhavehadenoughfun,that'senough.

You'renotputtingyourhandsonher.Control

yourself



Rotlhe:Shewaspullinghispackage

Refa:Idon'tcare,shewouldn'tjustjumponhim

Chelseagaapeke,

Rona:Youdon'tknowwhatthisisallabout

Chelsea:(holdingRefa'swaisthidingbehind

him)Nowyou'rescarednowuh?Areyouscared?

Refa:(angrilyturnedtoher)CANYOUSHUT

THEFUCKUP!Stopprovokinghim (backto

Rona)Itdoesn'tmatterwhathappenedyou're

notsupposedtoputyourhandsonawoman

especiallyonethatismysonsmother.What

willthatmakemetoRJ?

RonatriedtograbherbutRefapushedhim

backandstaggeredbackclosingChelsea

betweenhisbackandthewall..

Refa:Rotlheakootswelemothoyokantele



wenaotsietswakeeng?

Rotlhe:Romamrareye...Youremployeesdon't

havetoseethis...Let'sgo,calm down..

Rona:(sat)Refatakeyourtrashoutofmy

office.I'm doneplayingwithher,onemoreword

from herI'm breakingherjaws.

RefagrabbedChelsea'shandanddraggedher

outsideasherhairbounced,workerslookedat

herthroughwindowsandshegavethem a

finger.Refapushedherfingerdownandheld

bothherhandswithonehandashewalked

acrosstheparkinglot..

Heunlockedthecarandpushedherinsidethen

hejumpedinthedriver'sseatandfacedher.



Refa:(angrilypointedather)Letthisbethelast

timeyoutalktomybrotherlikethatyou

understandme?Youturnedhim intothatlittle

monsterheistoday,hadyounottouchedme

wewouldn'tbehere.You'renottheonlyvictim

here,heisalsoavictim ofourbetrayal,the

leastyoucouldgivehim isalittlerespect.Ifit

wasn'tformysoniwouldn'thavedefendedyou

outtherebecauseyou'reungrateful.Whatis

wrongwithyou?

Rona:Yourbrotheriswhat'swrongwithme,i

gainednothingfrom him,notevenP100

Refa:That'swhatcheatingdoestopeople,ilost

Rabiandaperfectfamilydoyouseeme

harassingRabi?No,ibeggedherandwheni

hadenoughimovedon.Forourson'ssake

acceptfailureandmoveon.It'sonlyhardwhen

youhaven'tgivenanyoneachance.Nowthati

haveCharityikeepwonderingwhatthehelli

waswaitingfor5yearsbutyou'rebetterthan



me,believeinyourself.You'rebeautifulandyou

knowit,keipotsagormathataagagokeeng..

Chelsea:(sighedcalmly)You'reright,I'm sorry...

Ilostcontrolbuticamehereforbreakup

nothingmore,itjustescalated.Takemehome

Refa:Areoutokthough?

Chelsea:Yeah

Hedroveoutoftheparkinglot...

AtChelsea'shouse...

Minuteslaterheparkedandsteppedout...

Refa:WhereisRJ?

Chelsea:AtauntieDoris



Refa:OK..

Hegrabbedherwristasshewalkedtothedoor,

sheturnedaroundpushingherhairback.He

spottedabruiseonherflawlessskin..

Refa:(touchedherneck)Youhaveabruise

Shetouchedherneckandlookedathim ashe

piercedherwithhisbigeyes...

Chelsea:(embarrassed)What?

Refa:(stillstaringather)You'retoobeautiful

forthatsceneattheoffice...(softlyandslowly)

Skatholaodirájaloutwa?

Itwasinthetoneandhowshecalmlysaidit



staringatherthatembarrassedandmadeher

blushatthesametime.Healwayshadanice

voice,heprobablyknewitbecausehecouldbe

authoritativeifhewantedandhecouldarouse

youifhewanted..

Refa:(softly)Skatholaodirayaloautwa?

Shelookeddownandnoddedlikeateenager,

hehadthateffectonwomenespeciallyifjust

decidedtopierceyouwithhiseyes,shelooked

ontheleftandheturnedlookingatherand

followingherfacewithhiseyes.

Refa:Madikhelenteba..waaswabayanong,

gasewenayoneoitirileBatistakwa

Shelaughedembarrassedandsmackedhis



chest,hegrabbedherhandasitrestedonhis

stiffabs...

Chelsea:Refaakootswemogonna,itwon't

everhappenagain...Areyouhappy?

Hemaintainedthatlookagainthistimewitha

smileandatthispointshewassureifhewas

flirtingorhewasjustcute,shealmostmelted

whenhesmiledlikeherson,ofcoursethatkind

ofsmilecamefrom him.Shelaughedand

shookherhead...

Refa:Whatareyoulaughingat?

Chelsea:Nothing...

Refa:Youdon'tneedRona'smoneybecause

youcanmakeyours,I'lltakeofourboy.We

madeamistakealongtimeagoandit'stime



weforgaveourselvestoo.You'reagoodgirl..

Let'sraiseourboyinahealthyenvironment.

Let'smakeadeal,promisemeyouwon'tlet

stresscontrolyouandifit'stoomuchI'llbea

phonecallaway

Chelsea:Ok,ipromise.From nowonit'sme

andRJ...IhopeCharitywilllikehim

Refa:Shewill

Chelsea:HaveyoutoldheraboutRjsmoney

Refa:Notreallybutsheknowsabouthim.I'll

updateher.IwantRJtovisittodaysoyocan

rest,ihaveBambinotoo

Chelsea:Ohthat'sgood,youcanpickhim at

hisgranny's

Refa:OK,takecareofyourselfok?

Chelsea:(smiled)OK

Refa:(laughedwalkingbackwardslookingat

her)Ihaveneverheardanyonecallme"my



babydaddy"before...(smiledslowlyandbithis

lowerlip)Itfeelsgood,weirdright?youwouldn't

understandbecauseyou'reawomanbutimust

admitthat"mybabydaddy"mademeweak,it

fuckingboostedmyego..I'm sogoingtohell

Chelsea:(laughed)Shehbabydaddyhela?

Refa:Ithasthatthing..Thathefuckedmereally

goodthingkanangwanaodirwadi

palametse...andI'm stillsayingthatthingyou

did...Actuallyeverythingwedid..Ineverfoundit

inanyoneelseandihavemadepeacewiththe

factthatI'llprobablyneverfeelitagain.

Chelsea:(laughed)Totaobuaengrragwe

Junior,ibileiwanttochangeRjtoRefaJunior

Refa:Bambino'snameisRefaJunior...Gape

theydon'tchangenamesright?Butwecanadd

anothername...Cani?

Chelsea:Sure

Refa:I'lltellyoutomorrow,thanksforcorrecting



yourselfkaRJ.Heisstillyoungandwecan

bothputhim backontrack...I'm reallygladi

canfreelyhavemysonsaroundtovisit,iwant

them tobeclose

Chelsea:(smiled)RefaakootsamaeMcharo

ogoemetse

Refa:(laughed)I'm goingtotellheryoucalled

herthat.

Chelsea:(laughed)Givemehernumbersoi

cantalktoheraboutRJakeresheishelping

you?

Refa:Yes

Chelsea:IwanttotellhertobefreekaRJaska

nkakanyetsa.

Refaspelledoutthenumberanddroveoff.....

AtRefa'sHouse....



MinuteslaterRefawalkedinwithRJwhose

facelitupashelaideyesonBambino,Bambino

stoodupandhandedhim atoy...

Bambino:Takethisone...Comeandsee..

AuntieCharityboughtmethistoy

RJ:Wow...

Refa:RJmanners..

Rj:(SmiledatCharity)Hello

Charity:(smiled)HeyBigboy...Areyouhungry?

Youcantakesomethinginthefridge..

TheboysrantothefridgethenCharityfollowed

Refatothebedroom asheunbuttonedhisshirt

walkingonthepassage.Hestoodbythe

wardrobeandtookoffhisshirt,hedroppedit

onthebedandleanedinthewardrobelooking



forat-shirt,Charitypulleditoverlookingata

pinkishsmudgeonhiscollarandanotheronhis

leftbreast.Shesmelleditandhersuspicions

weretrue...Itwaslipstick.Shesmelledhisshirt

andslowlyputitbacklookingathim ashe

changedintosweatpants...

Charity:Yourshirthaslipstick,whathappened?

Refa:ChelseaandRonawerefightingandi

pushedheraside,itmustofsmearedonmeor

something..

Charity:Didyoutakeherhomeafter?

Refa:(laughed)Areyoujealous?

Charity:Shouldibe?

Refa:No,I'm notgoingtobeoneoftheseguys

whosleepwiththeirbabymamas.Itwillalways

beyou..Ican'twaitforyoutomeetmyentire

familyatthefamilyreunion....Comehere...



Standup...iloveyou,isufferedtofindawoman

iwon'ttakeherforgranted.

Hepulledherupandhuggedherthenhepulled

herchinupandFrenchkissedher.

Attheshop...

LaterthateveningChelseasteppedoutofthe

taxismellingfreshinhernicelittlegirlishdress

andrantowardstheshopasthesecurityguard

slowlypulledthedoor,theybothsmiledatone

anotherasshesqueezedherselfin.

Chelsea:Thankyou

Security:Sure



Shegrabbedtheredbasketandpickedtwo

bananas,adrinkandbreadthenshehurriedto

thequeue.Twoguyspushedatrolleyoverand

stoppedbehindher...

Guy:Maunisnotreallyhardtofigureout

becauseitsasmalltown...

Guy2:(Englishaccent)Ok

Guy:Plusitssafe,youcanliterallywalk

anywhereandarrivesafelyunlikeinthecity

whereyoumightgetmugged.Peoplehere

haven'treachedthatlevelbutofcourseevery

onceinawhilewehearsuchastory.

TheycontinuedchattingasChelseatookout

herthingsfrom thebasket,abottleofdrink

slippedandshutteredonthefloorandasshe

steppedbackshecurvyglassslicedherfootas

theguysbehindhersupportedher,thewhite



manbehindherputhishandsaroundherasthe

otherguypushedoffthetrolley...

Guy2:OhmyGod,that'sadeepcut...

Guy1:Yeah

Thecleanerscamewithamop,thecashier

handedChelseaatissueandshewipedherfoot

butbloodgushedout...

Guy2:Weneedtotakehertothehospital..

Chelsea:I'm fine

Guy2:You'rebleeding..

Guy:Let'sgo..

Thewhiteguyputhisarm aroundherasshe

jumpedalongwhilehisblackfriendtookoutthe



carkeys,thewhiteguyimpatientlypicked

Chelseaupandcarriedherout.Sheputherarm

aroundhisshoulderandfrownedathowhe

shockinglylookedlikeEthanCrane...

Chelsea:DidyouactonPassions?

Him:(laughed)Ican'tbelievethis,I'm not

Ethan...MynameisAustin..

Theylaughedashecarriedherout...

*

Thenextinsertfollowstonightat11pm.Don't

forgettoLike

*

*

*

*



*
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AtLetsholathebe...

FollowinghisfriendAustincarriedChelsea

throughtheemergencydoors,nursesstoodup

andpointedhim tothebedwherehecarefully

putherdownandfixedherdresscoveringher

thighs...

Austin:Howareyouholdingup?

Chelsea:I'm good...

Thenursewalkedoverputtingonglovesand

talkedtoChelseaastheguysstoodby...



Ethan:Willshebeokalone?(toher)Willyoube

ok?

Chelsea:(stuttering)Urm...Iguess...

Guy:Otaatsaataxiakere?

Chelsea:Ee

Guy:(puthishandoverhisshoulder)Let'sgo,

letmeshowyouaroundsincewearealready

here...

AustinlookedinChelsea'seyes,hewould

probablylooklikeajerkifheaskedforher

numberbutwhatwerethechancesofever

meetingheragain.

Austin:So...

Chelsea:(waitingtospellhernumber)Yes..



Austin:Feelbettersoon

Chelsea:(disappointedly)Thankyou..

Hestoodthereforlikeasecondthenheslowly

walkedoutandfollowedher,Chelseasighed

disappointedlyandpickedherphonetyping...

FacebookStatus: Bathoweeimeta

manthatlookslikeEthanCraneatshop,i

accidentallysteppedonabrokenglassandcut

myselfthenhecarriedmetothecarandhelped

metothehospital. Awholestrangercarrying

me. Moguyneabatanumberandicouldsee

hewantedmynumberbutdilotsamakgoahe

saidsomethingelseandnicelyleft.I'llprobably

nevermeetyouhim againbutAustinican'tlive

withoutyou.Mxm lifesucks,guyshelpmecry



Manyofherfriendslaughedandmadefunof

herfornotmakingthefirstmoveandshe

laughedreplyingthem....

AtOarabile'sroom...

MeanwhileOarabileclosedherbooksand

droppeddeadonthebed,shesighedand

grabbedherphonethenshelaughedand

clickedonWhatsApp...

Oarabile: Shem,oamegilegore

Chelsea: Pleasestayawayfrom myDM

Oarabile: IknowAustin

Chelsea: Pleasenotnowok,idon'tneedyou

makingfunofme

Oarabile:I'm goingonFacebooktosearchhis



accountandsavehispicturethenI'llshow,

Chelsea: Wafosakwa

Oarabile:(photo)Austin?

Chelsea: Wait,howdoyouknowhim? Is

heyourex?

Oarabile:No,ihaveneverdatedhim.Why

woulditalktoyoulikethisifiwantedhim?He

finishedthisyear. Wammata?Youguyswill

makebeautifulbabies,heiswhiteyou're

colored

Chelsea: ican'tlivewithouthim

Oarabile:Givemeyourrecentpicture

Chelsea:What? No,don'ttellhim ilikehim.

HewillthinkI'm abitch

Oarabile: Tisaphoto,I'm tryingtohelpyou.I

wanttoupdatemystatusandsaysomething

likemycousinblabla.Ifheasksmeanything

aboutyouI'llgivehim yournumber,problem



solved.

Chelsea:(photo)Ehethatsoundsgood,ihope

itworks

OarabileupdatedherstatuswithChelseaand

captionedthephoto,"MissingMaunlikecrazy,

mycousinisprettierthanyours"

Oarabile:Keupdatile

Chelsea:Showmeifhesawit,I'm notlogging

out.Kekotamahelaha

Oarabile: So...SinceI'm helpingyou,willyou

helpmewithsomething?

Chelsea:What?

Oarabile:(5photos)Ineedyourhelpwiththis

Chelsea:Rabino,idon'twanttobeinvolvedin

this.



Oarabile:(screenshotofAustin'sview)Bona

Chelsea:Wow

Austin:Imetthatgirlatthemall,isshereally

yourcousin?

Oarabile:Yep,averycloseone. Doyoulike

her?

Austin:(typing)

Oarabile:(sentscreenshotoftheabove

conversation)Bona

Chelsea: OhmyGod,you'renotlying..

Whatdidhesay?

Oarabile:Areyougoingtohelpme?Hesent2

messages,don'tyouwanttoseethem?

Chelsea: Iwant

Oarabile:Willyouhelpme?Youowemefor



breakingmyrelationship.Youdestroyedour

friendship.Wearetechnicallysistersifnot

twins.Rememberallthehurt?It'stimetomake

ituptome.Ijustwantyoutohelpme.

Chelsea: Rabipleaseaskmefor

anythingelsebesidesthiskeakopa.I'm not

thatbrave,pleasegapewhatifigetcaught?

Oarabile:Youwon'tgetcaughtChelsea,why

wouldyouallowyourselftogetcaught?

BesidesI'llbeguidingyouthroughout.

Austin:Iwantedtogethernumbersoshecan

showmearoundbutididn’twanttosoundlike

creepandsheseemedtobeinpainsoididn’t

wanttoboreherbyaskingforhernumber.I'm

suresheistiredofeveryguywantingher

number.Doesshehaveaboyfriend?

Oarabile:No

Austin:Wouldshemindifyougavemeher



number?

Oarabile:(sentascreenshotoftheabove)

Bona,willyouhelpme?

Chelsea: Iknewhewantedmynumber,the

mmamoneelewena

Oarabile:Whyshouldihelpyousinceyoucan't

dothesameforme?

Chelsea:Butyou'reaskingmetodosomething

horrible,can'tyouaskforsomethingnice.

Numberhelammayanumber,themmagive

him mynumber

Oarabile:Austinibileisyourtypeakereorata

dilotsamakgoa.Heonceboughtafriendof

mineflowersaskingherouttoadancebutmy

friendisnotintoanyone,shesaidno.Theguyis

singlebutanywu....Byee...I'm goingtostudy,

chattomorrow



Chelsea:Wait,I'lldoit.

Oarabile:When?

Chelsea:Tomorrowmorning,howcanibesure

you'llgiveAustinmynumber?

Oarabile:(sentChelsea'snumber)Butdon'tcall

herjustyet,I'm goingtoaskherifshe

remembersyouandifit'soktogiveyouher

number.PleaseAustindon'tcontacther

withoutpermission

Austin:Iwouldn'tinvadeherprivacylikethat,I'll

waitforyou.Thanks

Oarabile:Ok

Oarabile:(sentascreenshot)There...Nowheis

justwaitingformygoahead,whichwillcome

whenyou'redone.

Chelsea:Ok



Oarabile:Goodnight

Chelsea:Goodnight

Shehungupandturnedaroundpullingher

laptopthenshetypedherassignments...

*

*

Thenextinsertcomesinthemorning.

*

*

*

.

.
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AtChelsea'sHouse...

ThefollowingmorningStevenhandedChelsea

abottlefullofantifreezeandshesliditinher

handbag.

Chelsea:Whatisit?

Steven:Ithasabortionpillsinside.

Chelsea:Charityispregnant?

Steven:That’swhatBoagotoldRabi.

Chelsea:(sighed)Ok

Steven:Makesureyoupouralotofit,it's

sweetsoshewon'tbeabletonotice.

Chelsea:Ok



StevenwalkedawaythenChelseawalkedback

insideandsatonthebedsadlythenshedialled

Charity.

Charity:Hello?

Chelsea:HiCharity,it'sChelsea.Iwaschecking

ontheboys.HowisRJ?Ihopeheisn'ttroubling

you.

Charity:(surprisedshesmiled)Heisactually

good(laughed).Hehelpedmepreparebreakfast,

youreallyknowhowtoraiseachild.Iwas

surprisedaboyofhisagecandothat?

Chelsea:(laughed)Hedoesn'thaveasister,if

hedoesn'tpreparebreakfastforhimselfotaa

swannaketholakosaluning(hewilldieof

hungerwhileIam atthesalon).(Theyboth

laughed).Iwasactuallycallingtofindoutifit's

oktomeetwithyousowecantalkaboutRJ,

akereronadibabymamawearedramaticat



timessoIjustwantedtotalkyouabouthowwe

canallrelatewithoutconflicts.I'm doingthis

becauseitseemsRefaisreallyseriousabout

youakerewecan'tfightnowandexpecttobe

peacefulaftermarriage.Relationshipyateng

startsnow

Charity:Wow,that'ssotrue.I'lljustbehomeall

day,Ijustdroppedoffmynieceatthe

physiotherapistsoI'm doingnothingreally.

Chelsea:Great,I'llbetheresoon.Iwantedto

talktoyoubeforegoingtothehospitalfor

dressing.

Charity:Bye,thanksforcalling...

Chelseahungupandsighedsadly....

Atthehospital....



OnthesamemorningAustinandhiscoworker

steppedoutofthecarandgrabbedtheircoats...

Austin:SoYangwhatifIdon'tlikethehouse

theyfoundme?Ineedsomethingclosetothe

riverwiththebestsunsetview.

Yang:(laughed)Canyoustoppronouncingmy

namelikeit'sChinese!It'spronouncedlikeYang

itmeansGo...It'sfrom theverbTsamayang...

Yang...Getit?

Austin:Whateverdude,youdon'tpronounce

minecorrectlyeither...AustennotOsten.

Theylaughedwalkingintothebuildingashe

tookouthisphoneandsentOarabilea

message...

Austin:Anyfeedback?



Oarabile:Shehasn'trepliedyet.

Austin:Ithoughtyoutwowereclose?

Oarabile:Weare.

Austin:Andshestilltakeshourstoreplytoyour

messages?IjustcheckedherWhatsAppshe

evenchangedherprofilepicture.

Oarabile:Okletmeaskheragainmaybeshe

forgot.

Austin:Ok.

Heslidhisphoneinthepocketandwalkedin...

AtOarabile'sHouse....

OarabilesighedandclickedonChelsea's

contact.



Oarabile:Howfarareyou?

Sheclosedeverythingandshookherhead

tryingtoread,anxiousshegrabbedherphone

againtomotivateher.SheclickedonAustin's

contactandtyped.

Oarabile:Ifyoudon'tdothisI'm goingtotell

Austinthatyousaidnothenwebothlose.

Pleasedon'tmakemedothis!

Shepressedsendanditwasdeliveredtohim...

Oarabile:Shit!Shit!OhGod!

Austinwasn'tonlineyetsoshedeletedher

messageandsentanotherone.



Oarabile:Shesaidshewillgetbacktome

ASAP,let'scrossfingers.

ShesentittoAustinthenshetypedChelsea's

message...

Oarabile:MmaIwaitedlongenoughandyou're

nottalkingtome,Austenisaskingaboutyou.

Chelsea:I'm arrivingatRefa'shouse.

Oarabile:Ok,thankyousomuch.Iloveyou.

Chelsea:I'llshowyou.

Shesighedwithasmile...

Atthehospital...



TheelevatordingedthenAustinandYangboth

walkedin,standingnexttothebuttonsAustin

pressedandtookouthisphone...

Oarabile:deletedmessage

Oarabile:Shesaidshewillgetbacktome

ASAP,let'scrossourfingers.

AustinclickedontheNotisaveappand

searchedforWhatsAppthenOarabile's

messages..

Oarabile:Ifyoudon'tdothisI'm goingtotell

Austinthatyousaidnothenwebothlose.

Pleasedon'tmakemedothis.



HeclosedtheappandtappedonWhatsApp.

Austin:Whatareyoumakingherdo?

Oarabile:Huh?

Austin:Yourcousin,whyareyoublackmailing

her?

Oarabile:Wealwaysdothat,Ijustwantherto

washthekids'clothes.

Austin:Icanjusttakethem tothelaundryshop.

Oarabile:Theyarehand-washmaterialdon't

worryaboutit.

Austin:Soshesaidyesandyou'rejustmaking

hersweat?WhydoIhaveafeelingit'snot

laundry?You'renotasniceasIthought.You

can'tblackmailanotherpersonforamere

number.Andyouhavejustliedtomeaswell,

you'reaconnivingliar!Thanksforeverything,

pleasedeletemynumber.



Heblockedanddeletedhernumberthenheslid

hisphoneinthepocketagainastheywalked

intotheoffice...

AtRefa'sHouse....

MeanwhileCharityandChelseaapproachedthe

diningtableastheboysmadenoiseintheliving

room..

Charity:Haveaseat,thanksforcoming.

Chelsea:Thanks...It'ssohotandI'm thirst.

Charity:Isadrinkok?Ordoyoupreferwater?

Chelsea:Adrinkwilldo.

Charitywalkedintothekitchenandcameout



withaboxofjuiceandtwoglassesthenshe

filledbothofthem andsatdown...

Chelsea:Don'tyouhaveatoothpickoramatch

stick?Ketsenywekenamamomenong.

Charity:(laughedstandingup)Namaphakela

jaana..

TheybothlaughedasCharitydisappearedinto

thekitchen.Chelseatookoutthebottleof

coolantandpausedholdingtheleadthenshe

putitbackinthebagandtookoutherphone.

Chelsea:Ican'tdoit,I'm sorry.Ifthisisthe

priceIhavetopayforamerenumberthenit's

tooexpensive.Charityseemslikethestep

motherIwantformysonwenakanayou'llbe

makingmoneyandyou'reluckywithmenthat



loveyourchildrenliketheirs.Refaloved

NatashaandShawnlovedbothBambinoand

Natasha.BonannaRonaneaforcerpelohela

plusRefaandCharityseem liketheywillbe

givingmeagoodchanceofcoparenting.

Oarabile:Fine,I'lltellAustinyousaidno.

Chelsea:Ok,hewasn'tmineanyways.Ifhewas

minehewouldhavehadthestrengthtoaskfor

mynumbergapedilotsadiconnectionsnever

gowell.

SheputherphonedownasCharityhandedher

thetoothpick.

Chelsea:Thanks,IjustwantedtotellyouthatI

don'thaveaproblem withyouatall.Ifyouever

feellikeyouwantRJtovisityouhavemy

number,callandI'llbringhim over.Kekopahela

goreonnefreemogoRJbecauseKwon'tbe



thekindofbabymamawhoisdifficultgapeene

totaforawhilehethoughtRefaishisuncleso

relationshipyaboneisnewthat'swhyhestill

callshim Uncle.

Charity:InoticedthatbutIthinkthemorehe

playswithBambinothefasterhewilladjust.

Chelsea:True..(finishedherdrink)I'm goingto

thehospitalfordressing,(stood)Isteppedon

glasslastnight.

Charity:Areyoudriving?

Chelsea:I'm apedestrian.

Charity:(laughed)Barepedestrian...I'lldropyou,

I'm leavingthem bythemselvesthey'llbefine

akere?Ialwaysleavemyniecealone,sheis

aroundtheiragekanabalonabatshwaradilo?

Chelsea:RJwatchesTVhela,Idon'tknow

aboutBambinobutthegoodthingisRJcan

controlBambinoakerekemonnawe.(tothem)

RJauntieisgoingtodropmeatthehospital



don'ttouchanythingandwatchyourbrotherok?

RJ:Ok

Bambino:I'm notababyauntie!

Chelsea:(laughed)Ok

Charity:Byeguys!

Theywalkedout....

AtBandaconstructions....

Refaleanedbackresearchingonthecomputer

aboutatrickytopicwithdeepterms.Therewas

aknockonthedoorsoheclosedhissearchas

Ronawalkedin...

Ronaclosedthedoorandwalkedinwitha

humblelookasRefaglaredathim...



Rona:Areyouavoidingme?

Refa:WhatdoyouwantRona?

Rona:I’m sorryaboutwhathappenedyesterday,

Ilostmytemper.LeeneChelseaI'm goingto

apologisetoher.

Refa:It'snotjustaboutyoudoingthatto

Chelseawhenyou'retheonecheating,youlost

abitofrespectfrom theemployeestoo.Nna

totaakebatedilonyanatsaoffice,you'rethe

verypersonwhokeepstalkingabout

professionalism buthereyouarebeatinga

womaninyouroffice.

Rona:You'reabsolutelyright,Iwaswrong.Itwill

neverhappenagain.

Refa:I'llbepayingchildsupportyagaRJfrom

nowonandhewillbevisitingmealot,Iwantto

reconnectwithhim andform abondbetween

him andBambino.Charitymightbepregnant



toosoIwantallmykidstoknoweachotherto

avoidwhathappenedwithmeandCharity.Rj

mustknowhissister.

Rona:Idon'twanttoimaginewhatwouldhave

happenedhadsheturnedoutoursisterwaitse,

somethingsarenotsupposedtohappen.It's

justsinful.

Refa:Tellmeaboutit!SoIwon'thavethaton

mykids,ChelseaandCharityseem ok,Ijust

hopemogotwengRabimolegotaacooperata

waitse.KanaRabiisverydifficulttocontrol..

Rona:Sheisonlydifficultbecauseyouloveher,

gagonamonnayoopalelwangkemosadi

unlesshelovesher.

Refa:(laughed)Idon'tknowwhyeveryone

keepssayingIloveOarabile,kantedidn'tyou

loveyourexs?Akereit'sovernow?I'm over

RabibutIwon'ttryandconvinceanyone

becausenobodybelievesme.



Akofangcalledandheputhim onloudspeaker...

Refa:Yeah?

Akofang:I'm printingt-shirtsforthefamily

reunionbutthereisMosadi,whatcolorandsize

doesshewear?Checkthefamilytreedah.

Refa:WaiithereisnoMosadi,Iscratchedher

outofthefamilytree.Sheisnotpapa's

daughter.

Akofang:Ok,cool,cheers!

Hehungup...

AtRotlhe'sOffice...

Therewasaknockonthedoor,heresponded



andSeshawalkedin.Asmilebegunashe

stoodupandpulledachairforher..

Rotlhe:Hey,

Sesha:Hi,(gavehim somepapers)Ineedyou

tohelpmechooseacourse,theywantthree

optionsbutIonlyhaveone.

Rotlhe:(laughed)Ok,letmeprintalistof

coursesthenwesitdownandgothroughthem.

Sesha:Ok...

Heprintedthedocumentthenhelockedthe

officedoorandsatonthecouch...

Rotlhe:Comesithere...

Shesatnexttohim thenhepickedherfeetand



putthem onhislap.Hetookoffhershoesand

playedwithhertoesasheheldthepaperwith

theotherhand...

Rotlhe:Ok,soI'm tellingyouthenameofthe

courseandthenI'lltellyouwhatcareeroptions

areavailableforitlegoreisitmarketableor

not.

Sesha:Ok

Relaxedonthecouchtheywentthroughthe

list....

AtmaAkwana'shouse....

MeanwhileAkwanadrovethroughthegatewith

Odirile'scarandsteppedoutwithtwofullheavy

plasticbags,shewalkedinsidehermother's



house.Shequietlyputtheplasticsonthetable

whilehermotherlaiddeadasleeponthecouch.

Shesmiledandpickedherfavouritedrink,she

presseditopenandthefizzybubblespopped

asmaAkwanaquicklyopenedhereyes..

MaAkwana:(rubbedhereyesandyawned)Ota

nkgaolapelo...Kanakeutulecokehelaere

thushhhhhhhhkaremotukesenosamarena!

Akwanalaughedandhandeditoverthenshe

passedtothekitchenwiththerestofthe

plastics.

MaAkwana:Bringthem heremygirl..

Akwanaputthem nexttoherthenshewalked

outside,minuteslatershewalkedinagainwith



moreplasticsandputthem onherfeet.She

wentbackformoreashermotherstoodupand

heldherhipslookingatthecountlessplastics

thenAkwanabroughtinthebigbagsoffood10

KGsand12.5KGsoffood.

Akwana:OkIthinktheyshouldpasstothe

kitchennow,let'stakethem there.

Theymovedthefoodtothekitchenwhere

Akwanakneltonthetileandparkedthem as

hermothertearfullystoodatthedoorframe

lookingather.

Akwana:(packing)Ipaidforafridgeandafour

burnerstoveforyou.Idon'tlikeyourtwoburner,

itmakesthekitchenugly.Thefurnitureshop

saidtheywilldeliverthem tomorrowsodon'tgo

anywheretomorrow.OncethefridgeishereI'll



beabletobuyyoumeateverymonth.Italkedto

BoagoandsheagreedtouseKaene'scartobuy

youmeatwhenthefridgearrives.Igaveher

P500,themeatshouldlastyouamonth.Iasked

hertotakelotsofchickenbecausethat'swhat

youlike.

Shedustedherhandsandturnedaround,her

motherhuggedherandkissedherforehead...

MaAkwana:Thankyou

Akwana:(shyly)You'rewelcome

MaAkwana:IhopeGodblessesyouwitha

goodhusbandandwellbehavedchildren.I'm

goingtoprayforyourhappiness.

Akwana:Thankyou..

Therewasaknockonthedoor,Akwanawentto



themaindoorwheretwomenstoodatthedoor.

Man:Hellomydaughter,MayItalktotheelders?

Akwana:Eerra,comein...

Thetwomenwalkedinandhermotherjoined

them onthecouchasAkwanastoodinthe

kitcheneavesdropping.Shesmiledasthey

mentionedtheirson'sinterestinmarrying

Boago.Sheexcitedlytookoutherphoneand

textedhersister.

Akwana:GirlKaene'sparentsarehere,they

wanttostartthenegotiations.

Boagocalled...



Akwana:(whispered)Hello?

Boago:(screaming)Uhhhhhhhhhh...Areyou

serious?Ithoughthewasjoking.

Akwana:(whispered)I'm seriousandmamais

handlingitwell.

Boago:Mmakanamamaischangednowadays,

Iloveher...UuuuuuuI'm goingtogetmarried

nananana...Willyoubemybestlady?

Akwana:Howcanyouask?

BoagoNowIknowyouarenext...Godis

changingourlivesforthebetter.

Akwana:Idon’tknowifI'llevergetmarriedor

havekids.Idowanttosettleandhavekidsbut

I'm justnotluckyinthatdepartment.TheloveI

havecan'tgivemeeitherofthosethings,Idon't

knowwhatthefutureholdsformebutI'llkeep

hopingforthebest.

Boago:Whatdoyoumean?



Akwana:(smiled)Nothing,let'scelebrateyour

weddingandhopeitwon'tstoponthewaylike

RabiandRefa.Wemustprayforyourmarriage.

Boago:True,byebyeletmegoanddance

gwaragwara.

Akwana:(laughed)Bye!

Shehungupandwashedhermother'sdishes...

Atthehospital...

LateronChelsealimpedoutoftheroom

holdinghermedicalcard.Shepausedwalking

andtookoutherphonethenwalkedalongthe

corridormakingacall...

Taxi:Hello?



Chelsea:Hi,pleasepickmeatthehospital.

Taxi:Onmyway..

Shehungupandlimpedoutofthebuilding.

MeanwhileAustinandYangapproached

holdingbottlesofcoldwaterchattingontheir

wayfrom thevendors...

Yang:Mostwhitepeoplebuythingsfrom the

shopsnothere,doyouknowthat?

Austin:Really?Why?

Yang:Idon'tknowmaybeit'sbecausethey're

notusedtoeveryone,Iwouldn'thavekeptyou

companyhadyounotaskedmeto.

Austin:I'm likeEminem..(laughed)theblockI

grewupinhadblacksandmynannywasblack.

Kplayedwithherkidssoskincolorhasnever

beenamajorfactorinmylif...(frownedlooking



atChelsea)ohwow...Look,it'sthatgirlagain...

Yang:(laughed)Areyoucrushingonher?

Austin:Shhh...(Chelseapassedbypressingher

phonenotawareofthem)Hi...

Chelsea:Hi.

Shepausedhercandygameandlaideyeson

Ethan,herphonealmostslippedthroughher

fingersasshetappeditaround,Austincaughtit

beforeitcouldfallandsmiledhandingitoverto

her.

Austin:Wehavetostopmeetinglikethis.

Chelsea:True.

Austin:ThisismyfriendYang,Yangthisis

Chelsea..

Yang:Iwastherewhenyoumetherremember?



Chelsea:(laughed)NicetomeetyouYang.

Yang:(smiled)It'spronouncedYang,Idon't

knowwhyheiseditingmyname.

Austin:(laughed)Don'tmindhim,heisjealous.

Chelsea:(laughed)Hedoeslookveryjealous.

Austin:Iknowright!

Yangshookhisheadandwalkedaway.Austin

tookadeepbreathasChelseapushedherlong

curlyhairback...

Austin:WhatwasOarabileaskingyoutodo

beforeshecouldpassthemessage?Behonest

Chelsea:(tookoutabottle)Shewantedmeto

putthisinherdrink,apparentlyit'sabortionpills

inadrinkbutIcouldn'tdoit.



Austinopenedthebottleandsmelledit,he

stuckhisfingerinsideandsmelled..

Austin:I'm not100%surebutthisislookslike

antifreeze,itkillsChelseaitdoesn'tabort.It's

poisonandifwhoeveryouweretogivethisto

consumedallofitshewouldhavediedwithin

24hours.Shewouldn'tevenknowwhatkilled

herbecausesurprisinglyforapoisonantifreeze

tastesweet.Youalmostkilledaperson!

Chelsea'sheartpoundedasshestaredat

Austinspeechless,sheopenedhermouthbut

nothingcameout...

Austin:Whywouldyouevenagreetogive

someoneabortionmixanyways?

Chelsea:Shesaid....She



Austin:Nevermind,don'texplainit.Youneed

tokeepadistancefrom thiscousinofyours.

Chelsea:I'm donewithherbutRabiwould

nevergothisfar.Ihaveafeelingherfriendis

theonewhochangedwhathewassupposedto

bring.It'sjustoutofcharacterforher.

Austin:Butyoudon'tknowthat,pleasestay

awayfrom peoplethatarecapableofusingyou

tocommitacrimeevenifitwasabortion,it

doesn'tmakeitanylessserious.

Chelsea:That’strue,you'reright.

Austin:Butatleastyoudidn'tdoit,wouldyou

mindhavingdinnerwithmethisevening?Ithink

I'm knockingoffat7.

Chelsea:Iwouldn'tmind

Austin:(smiled)Thanks(shookthebottle)And

I'm goingtodisposethis.

Chelsea:(laughed)Pleasedo.



Austin:Takecareofyourselfalright?

Chelsea:Willdo,bye.

Austin:Bye

Sheturnedandwalkedawaythenhewalked

intothehospital.Herlipstrembledwith

excitementasshewalkedawaytryinghardnot

tolookbackbutsheturnedandlookedatEthan

Craneagaintohersurprisehehadturnedtoo,

hewavedsmilingandshesmiledbackwaving

thenshepacedforgettingherinjury.The

securityguardlookingatthem laughing...

Guard:Otshwarestocksalekgoa?

Chelsea:(laughed)Therrasenthumole.

Guard:Mthakakatswaelemakgoapurebaba

ratangbathoba,heboughtmeadrinkinthe

morning.Thereasoneremothoannaniceebe



gotweyookelekgoanegotewabreedjo.Ska

baesamysisteribilelewenaolelekgoanyana

jaana!

Chelsea:Skampaasuretogakennasure

Guard:Hahaha!

Chelseawalkedoutthegateandintothetaxi

wheresheleanedbackandsighedwithahuge

smile....

THREEYEARSLATER.......

*

*

*

*

*

SinfulDuty
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AttheBanda'sHouse...

Intheafternoonafterabigwhitewedding

celebrationeveryonekeptquietasalongqueue

ofmarriedwhenslowlywalkedinthroughthe

gate,allofthem uniformlyinwhiteditšaleand

blueGermanprintdresses,somecarryingtwo

pillows,othersblanketsandasmallbag.They

walkedsoslowitmadetheirwalksincereas

Seshawalkedlookingdownwithahandkerchief

onherface....

InsidetheyardCharityandtheotherunmarried

womenstoodatthefireareawashingthe

disheswhilewatchingasthelongqueue

approachedthehouse.Itwasquiet,thefront

yardwasfull...Marriedwomenallsittingonthe



carpetswhilemensatonthechairs.Therestof

theunmarriedwatchedfrom adistancein

silenceasculturetookplacesincerely...

Charity:(lowvoice)Seshaissoyoung.I'm sure

sheistheyoungestwifetheBanda'shaveever

received.

Cousin:(lowvoice)Iapplaudherforkeeping

hervirginityuntilherweddingday,itssorarefor

womentogetmarriedasvirginsanymore.

Charity:It'shardbecauseyoudon'tknowwhen

you'llgetmarriedorifyou'llevergetmarried.

Akofang'sgirlfriend:WhenisRefamarryingyou?

NnammaAkofangisjustquietbutI'm hopeful

becausehisparentsalwaysaskhim.

Charity:Hesayssoonbutidon'tknowhow

soon,ihavegivenupnow.It'sbeen3yearsand

wehave2kidsplustheboysthat'satotalof4

kids.



Cousin:Charityomonohelathemma,mo

Botswanamoyoumustbeagirlfriendfirstfor

about2years,moveuptheladdertobeinga

babymamaforabout5years,getcheatedand

beadvisedtoprayandfightforyourman,give

uponloveandturnintoabitterbabymama

whojustwantmoneytosupportherbaby

becausewellmenaretrash,justwhenyou’re

abouttogainyourindependenceandglow

becauseyou'remakingyourownmoneyand

mindingyourownbusinessnotgivingashit

abouthim,thebustardcompleteshischeating

spreeandcomesbackwithmagadithenhe

saysI'm readytosettle,youjumpintotheidea

andmarryhim thenyougivealongspeech

aboutyouhavebeenthroughthickandthin.

(sighed)Soyou'rebasicallyhalfwaythrough,

youstillhavelike5to10yearswaitingperiod.

GuyslikeRotlhearerarebecausehedoesn't

havekidsandheneverreallyhadaserious

relationshipuntilhemether,hegaveherthree



yearstocompleteherdiplomawithoutgetting

herpregnantoreventouchingher,she

graduatedlastweekandnowsheisgetting

married.Meanwhilesomeofuscanonlywish.

Charity:(laughed)Ijusthopeidon'tgothrough

thatforthesakeofaringbecauseifhecheats

andyouforgivehewon'tstop.

MeanwhileAkofang,RefaandFelaleanedby

thecarswatchingastheeldersmadeacurve

insidethefrontyardandsatdown...

Akofang:Iwanttogetmarriedwaitse...Itmust

benicehavingyourwomanofficiallydelivered

toyoulikethis.

Anuncleapproachedthem...



Uncle:(loweredhisvoice)Canyoupleasego

andcollectfirewood?Ladieshaveranoutof

wood

Refa:Now?

Uncle:Yesnow

Fela:Wearestillwatching,I'm waitingfortheir

kiss

Refa:Gapemalomewhylererwaledisadikgong

everyday?EverydayRefathis,everydayRefa

that,water,firewood,fixingtents,killinggoats,

skinningcows

Uncle:Whoshoutdoit?Allthemarriedmenare

working,

Refa:They'renotevenworking,they'realwaysin

suitsandsittingonchairsforustokillgoatsfor

them thenourgirlfriendstocookforthem,they

donothingbutsit.

Uncle:Idon'texpectyoutounderstand,you're



stillalittleboy.Haverespectforelders.From

nowonevenRotlheisyourelder,youngasheis

hesitsinthemeetingswearingasuitwhileyou

wearoverallsandkillgoatsorbringfirewood...

Heismarriedandyou'restillabarchelor

Refa:I'm gettingmarriedsoonafterthis,uncle

youknowthisakere?Yousaidyouwantto

finishwithRotlhe'sweddingandthendealwith

mynegotiations.

Uncle:Iknowbutyou'renotmarriedyetsountil

thenpleasegoandcollectthewood..

Fela:AenoI'm waitingforthekiss,isittrue

from hereheisgoingtobreakhervirginityin

thehousewhileyou'reallwaitingoutside?

Uncle:(pointedathim)Goandcollectthefire

wood...I'm gettingbackinthemeeting,wheni

getoutiwanttoseeyouoffloading.

Oneoftheiruncleswhowasn’tmarriedgrabbed



achairbythetreeandjoinedRefaandtheother

youngmenastheyallquietlywatchedas

Sesha'sfamilyleft.Minutesafteragroupof

marriedmenwalkedoutwithRotlheinthe

middle,theygotintheservant'squartersand

closedthedoorsastheguyswatched.

Fela:Bomolaya?

Oldman:Ee,apparentlyheistaughthowto

behaveandrunhisfamily.

Refa:Isittruethey'regoingtohavesexafter

this?

Oldman:Idon'tknowthat'swhatiheardtoo

butnoonehaseverreallyconfirmeditforme.

Awhilelatermeninsuitssteppedoutofthe

servant'ssquattersandjoinedeveryone,the

elderstookaseatwhileRotlheunbuttonedhis



jacketandsquattedsittingonhisheelsashe

gentlyremovedthehandkerchiefSeshaheldon

herface...

Hesmiledlookingatherinnocentfaceand

sighed,theelderschuckled,theunmarried

watchingfrom behindthewallsmovedcloser

holdingtheirphonesup...

Sesha'sheartpoundedasasRotlhepulledher

chinupandleanedoverkissingher.An

ululationbrokeoutfrom theBandawivesand

daughterinlawswhilemenwhistledand

clapped.MaAkofangleanedovertoCarly

whisperingandCarlytriedtoululateasmore

Banda'sululated,shecaughtupandululated

likeeveryone...

SittingamongsttheeldersRonawinkedather



andsheblushed,MaAkofangstoodupand

walkedinsidethehousetousethenewbedding

Sesha'sfamilyhadbrought.

Refa:Kissnyanayatengetshwarisanopanyana

waitsekanakennahela?

Fela:(laughed)Eekewenahela...Eishifonlyi

hadagirlfriendeish....

MeanwhileinsidethehouseMaAkofang'sas

theuncle'swifefixedthebedroom andeven

sprayedcolognearoundthenshejoinedthe

parentsoutside...

ShetookSesha'shandandwalkedherinside

thehouseastheelderswatched...

Refa:Idon'tthinkI'dhaveanerectionknowing



parentsareoutside

Fela:Nnankamojhagore!Knowingshewon't

resist,I'dfucktheshitoutofher.BythetimeI'm

donewithherherpussywillbenumb..

Refa:Yonekatswaelemonatemmewaitse

Akofang:Nnankaleitelelamotengagothula

disenkeeses

Refa:(laughed)Butit'syourswhyotshwanetse

gophangaosajehelasente

Akofang:Basadibaratagongamelakakuku

akere,that'syouronlychanceofgettingitafter

theweddingshewillbeclaimingtobetired...

MeanwhileCharityandtheotherwomenserved

themarriedwithteawhileSeshatookabath

inside.RaAkofangandtheotherBandauncle

sippedtealookingatRotlheashesippedhis,

MaAkofangjoinedthewomenanfandhadher



teathentheunclepointedRotlhetothehouse

withhishead.

Rotlheclearedhisthroatasheslowlyputthe

teadownthenhewalkedacrosstheeldersand

intothehouse.Hetookoffhisjacketwalking

acrossthepassageandopenedthedoor.Still

nudeSeshaquicklyblockedherpubic

wonderingwhowasopeningthedoor,Rotlhe

closedthedoorandputhisjacketonthechair.

Sesha:(softly)Kesantsekesaapara

Rotlhe:Iknow..

Heslowlygotthepantyshewasholding

togetherwiththetowelandthrewthem onthe

bedthenhesteppedbackandwatchedher

nakednessasshehookedherpointingfingers



togetheruncomfortablystandingtherenudefor

amanforthefirsttimeinherlife.

Rotlhesmiledproudlyandwalkedovertoher,

hetouchedherbreastanditfilledhispalm as

hesqueezeditandputherpointynipple

betweenhisfingersthenherubbedit.Hishand

sliddownhertummytoherandtouchedher

virginity...

Rotlhe:(whispered)Ohhhh....

Sesha:Yourparentsarestillsittingoutside

havingtea

Rotlhe:Iknowbabe,comehere..

Hepulledchinoverforakissandstaggeredto

thebedwherehelaidherdownandsat

betweenherlegs,stilllyingonherbackshe



watchedhim ashespreadherlegsandlooked

athershavedpussy.Theawkwardnessofa

manlookingrightatherpussygothertoclose

herlegsbutheglancedathergentlypushedher

thighsapartagainashissilverringbling'edon

herfacethensherememberedoneofthe

adviceshegotduringherinitiation.Shetooka

deepbreathbravelyandsighed,Rotlhecameup

toherlipsandkissedherashetookouthis

Bandainheritance,heaimedforhertinyand

#removed...

AtOarabile'sHouse....

Agovernmentownedtruckstoppedinfrontof

thehouseandtheguysjumpeddownas

OarabilepulledoverinayellowPorsche.She

steppedoutandputonherclearlarge

sunglassesthensheunlockedthehouseforthe



guysasNatasharemainedinthefrontseat

playingpuzzlesonhermother'smagazines.

Oarabile:Unclewillyoubefineonyourown?I

wanttogetmyson

Truckdriver:Won'tyoutakelong?Where

shouldweleavethekeys?

Oarabile:I'llsetthedoortolockautomatically

andgowiththekeysbutthismeansyou

shouldn'tclosethedooruntilyouhavedone

everythingbecausethenyou'llneedmeto

unlockit.

Truckdriver:Thankyou

ShesteppedbackinherPorscheandrolledup

thewindowdialingRefaasshedroveout...

Refa:Hello?



Oarabile:Hi,Ijustarrived.CanipickBambino?

Refa:I'm nothome,you'llpickhim later.

Oarabile:LateristoofarformeRefa,ineedto

seemyson.Itsbeenyearssinceihaveseen

him akereyoudidn'twanthim tovisitmewheni

startedworkinginGaborone.

Refa:I'm busy,thereisawedding.Canwetalk

later

Oarabile:Talkaboutwhat?Iwantmyson...I

justwanttopickhim up.

Refa:I'm busy,I'llcallyoulater.

Oarabilehungupandsteppedonthe

accelerator...

AttheBanda'sHouse....



LateratduskCharityandtheotheryoung

womenpickedthecansofdrinksandother

litter,theBandagrandchildrenplayedonthe

sadcatchingballandmakingnoisewhileRefa

andthecousinsdugaholeforthecowskin.

TheyellowPorscherolledthroughthegate,the

ladiespickinglitterstoppedandlooked.The

elderssittinginthefrontporchstretchedtheir

neckslookingatthecar,Refaandthecousins

pausedholdingtheshovels.

Fela:Holyshit!WhodrivesaPorscheekegore?

Refa:Idon'tknow

Akofang:It'syellowthat'sawomen'scolour,a

guywillprobablygoforwhiteorblack

Fela:NowomancanaffordaPorsche..



Refa'sphonerangandheanswered....

Refa:Hello?

Oarabile:RayaBambinoategotsenamo

koloing,icanseehim playingoverthere.

Refa:Didn'tisay-

Shehungup,hesighedanddroppedthespade

thenheapproachedthekids,hisoldest

daughterranoverandhepickedherupasher

braidedhairwavedaround..

Pillar:Daddylook?(showedhim herarm)

Bambinomademeatattoowithapen..

Refa:(laughed)It'sanicetattoo...

Secondborn:(stretchedherstoo)Metoo

daddy...



Bambino:(gavehim thepen)Idrewabutterfly

onthem causetheylovebutterflies..

Refa:Ok,girlsI'm comingok...I'm taking

Bambinotohismom

Pillar:Butmom isthere

Refa:(laughed)Theothermom

Bambino:(gasped)Mamaisback!

Refa:(smiled)Yeah...Let'sgo...Pillartakethe

babyandplaywithothers..

RefagrabbedBambino'sarm andwalked

towardsthecar,Charitypausedpickinglitter

andwatchedasthewindowrolleddown,Refa

openedthedoorforBambinoandshejumped

intheback...

Oarabile:Natashagototheback...



NatashajumpedtothebackasRefaleanedin

lookingatthekids...

Refa:HiNatasha

Natasha:Hellodaddy

Refa:Beltup,bothofyou..

HeturnedandlookedatRabiwholookedright

backathim andsighedstartingtheengine.

Oarabile:Comein,thereissomethingihaveto

tellyou..

Refa:Whatisit?

Oarabile:Whycan'tyoujustgetinthedamncar?

Areyoujealousthatigotacar?Notevena

"nicecar"bogolo



Hesighedandgotinthenhelookedatthe

interiorandtheback...

Refa:It'sanicecar...

Oarabile:(lockedthedoors)Thanksnowiwant

youtofeeltheengineandtellmewhatyou

think..

Sheturnedaroundanddroveoutashetriedto

openbutthedoorwaslocked..

Refa:Rabiweeakolesetshamekoyabomata

themma,it'snotfunny.Charityoteng

Oarabile:(smiled)Ijustwantyoutofeelthe

engine,I'llbringyoubacktoherwhenI'm done

withyou.



CharitywatchedasthePorschedroveoutof

thegate.....

*

*

*

*

*
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AtBanda'sHouse...

KnowingeveryonewaswatchingCharityquietly

pickedthecansanddroppedtheblackplastic

atthetrashcan.Shenoticedhowmuchdusk

haddescendedthenshewashedthelastpot



andwashedherhands...

Charity:(littlevoice)Guysihelpedyouout,let

megobaththechildren.

Rotlhe'sCousin:Thankyouthemmayouhelped

usmorethanyouweresupposedtoo,kana

mmatheymakeuscookwena!haelennake

momathatengkagoregakeratedilwanatsedi

leswe.Youhelpedme

Akofang'sgirlfriend:Bye,seeyoutomorrow

Charity:(sadly)Idon'tthinkI'llcometomorrow,

I'llbeworking.

Anothercousin:Butyouneedarest,weworked

hardtodayandpleasetakefoodinthekitchen

soyoudon'tcookwhenyougethome.

Shewantedtoreplybuttearsfilledhereyesand

sheturnedaway,theothercousingrabbedher



arm andhuggedher...

Cousin:Iknowwhyyou'rehurting,don'tletyour

thoughtskillyoumaybenothingishappening.

Charityrubbedhereyesasherpastborn

approachedcrying,sherubbedhereyesandput

onasmileasshepickedherdaughter.

Charity:Letmegoandbreastfeedher

Cousin:Bye,iwashedtheirvestsearlier,check

them intheirgranny'sroom...

Charity:Ok,I'llgetthem.

Itseemedthemeetingfinishedasmostelders

begunleaving...



Aunt:(stretchingherback)UhunaareRefao

tsamailelesebobanyanaseele?

Uncle:Whowasit?

MaBanda:Isn'titRabi?Ithinkit'smmaagwe

Bambino..(softly)SheisaDr

Aunt:Thatgirlwhooncetriedtokillhim?

MaBanda:(laughedsippingtea)Waiishewas

justangry,youknowhowmencanbe,Refawas

justbeingRefaandshepunishedhim.Shejust

gaveuptoosoongorianankaberesabologo

isamagadi,Refawassupposedtomarrythat

girlbeforeshefinishedschoolbecausehe

knowshebrokeherheart.Allsheeverdidwas

lovehim andhebetrayedherwithhercousins.

MaAkofang:Sheshouldhavesteppedoutto

sayhello,mothookatsaangwanahelaasare

dumedise.

MaBanda:Doctorsareverybusypeople,maybe

shehastogotothehospital



ThechattingcontinuedasCharitywalkedby

andintothebedroom whereshefoldedher

children'sclothesandzippedthem inthebag.

Oneoftheconcernedcousinswalkedinand

stoodatthedoor..

Cousin:MmaagweP?Osiamelove?

Charity:(fakedasmile)I'm fine

Cousin:Themmadon'thurtyourselfkamme

yole,mabelaagagweobatagonegoreoutwe

bothoko.Iknowbabymamaslikeher.

Charity:Butshedidnothingwrong,shedoesn't

owemeanyexplanationandshedidn'tharass

me.Ijusthavetogo,iwantedtohelpyouguys

becauseinoticedyouworkharderandthis

familyhaslessgirlssoijustwantedtohelp.I

didsoit'stimeformeto...



Sheswallowedandhungabagoverher

shoulderasCarlywalkedinwithatšaleonher

shoulders.

Carly:Hi,areyouokdarling?ihearthatwas

Bambino'sma,isthattrue?

Charity:(tearfully)Guysidon'tknow,ihave

neverevenmetthiswoman.Gakemoitseke

mmonaonFacebookhela.

Carly:You'restressed,canibabysityourkids

tonightsoyoucanrest?

Charity:Thanksbutithinkthey'llmakemefeel

better,maybeheisgoingtospendanightthere

whoknows.

Carly:Hewon't,Refalovesyou.Don'tlether

playyourmind.

Charity:Thanks,bye



Both:Bye

Shewalkedoutandpassedthroughthecrowd

thensheunlockedtheAudiandputthe

children'sbag,shestrappedherdaughterand

calledtheother...

Charity:(shouted)Pillar?Pillar?let'sgo...

Pillarcamerunningandgotinthecar.

AtKaene&Boago'shouse...

MeanwhileRefawaitedleaningagainstthecar

foldinghisarmsthenhecheckedhiswrist

watch,Rabileftthechildreninsidethehouse

thenshesteppedoutsideandclosedthedoor.



Assheapproachedhersmoothfeetcaughthis

attention,walkingonthepavementinglittering

highheelswithpedicuresbuthewasn’tgoing

toallowhimselftonoticeanythingaboutherso

heturnedawayandtookadeepbreath...

Shesmiledandputherarmsaroundhim

lookingupathim,sheknewhewantedtopush

heroffbuttheconfusiononhisfacewasso

obviousshealmostfeltsorryforhim,sheknew

shewascomplicatinghislifebutwhatthe

heck.…Shemissedbeinghomeandbackinhis

armsagain,selfishmaybe?Butnoonewould

reallyunderstandthefeelingofbeinginhis

arms...

Oarabile:(smiled)Youcanlookatmeyou

know..(laughed)Whyareyouavoidingmyeyes?



Heturnedandlookedatherasshesmiled,oh...

Andherteethwerewhiterwhichmadeher

smileevenmorebreathtaking.Shesmelled

sweetlydifferenttooandmuchmoreladylike.

Shehadhim onlockeddowninthatpositionas

heputindexfingersonhispocketsavoiding

huggingherbutshedidn'tcare,shedidn'tmove

herarmsfrom aroundhim insteadsheputher

chinonhischestlookingupandpoutingher

smoothlipsstretchingupherheight...

Oarabile:(giggled)Ntshune...

Mxum.…mxum...Babykisshelatherra..

Helookeddowninhereyesandthosetears

camebackagainbutthistimeheswallowed



andlookedaway,thesadnessonhisface

wipedoffhersmileandshelethim go.Helifted

hist-shirtandcoveredhisface.

Oarabile:(sadly)I'm sorry...

Withthet-shirtupshenoticedthoseabsjust

abovehisboxerbriefsandtheJeans...andthat

bigbonerliftinghiszipperbuttearsfilledher

eyestooandsheleanedagainstthecarrubbing

hereyesoffcarefulnottomesshermakeup.

Refa:You'rereallybreakingme...Maybeifyou

couldseeinsidemyheartyou'djuststop.I

beggedyouandwaitedforyou5years...That's

alongtimeRabithenwhenIfinallymoveon

youcomebacktome,whatdoyouwantmeto

do?Ihavetwodaughtersandawomanwho

lovesme.Whatdoidowiththem?Youknow



me,youknowwhatiwantbutdon'tuseit

againstme.Please,ifthereisanykindof

humaninyounowwouldbeagoodtimeto

showit.Obviouslyyouhavetheupperhand,i

can'treallystopyoubutpleaseunderstandmy

situation.Ididnothingwrongbymovingon,I

havecriedforyoupleasedon'tmakemecry

anymore,letmyfeelingsrestinpeace.Please..

Idon'tlikehowweakandstupidilookwhen

you'reinvolved.Idon'tcryforCharity,atleast

thereI'm arealmanandnotthisweakpersoni

becameafterlosingyou.

Oarabilesniffledandrubbedhereyes...

Oarabile:I'lltrytokeepmydistancebutyou

mustknowthatit'snotaneasythingbutI'lltry.

(tookadeepbreath)Letmetakeyouback,I'm

suresheisboiling.(threwhim thekeys)Drive



me

Hecaughtthekeysandlookedatherthenshe

punchedhischest.

Oarabile:Hurryupbeforeicloseyouinthe

wardrobeagain...

Helaughedandgotinthecarthenhestarted

theengineandpausedlookingatherwitha

cutesmilelike"whatthefuck!",shesmiledback

andhestretchedouthisfist,theyfistbumped

andlaughed.

Refa:Idon'tknowhowmanyyearsitwilltake

youtopaythismachinebutiloveit.You'vegot

agoodeye

Oarabile:Thankyou,ionlyhavetwodebts.



Mortgageandthis,I'llbelivingunderabudget

forawhile.

Refa:Ihopethehouseisnice

Oarabile:It'sbeautiful...Waituntilyouseeit

Hedroveashortdistanceandpulledover..

Refa:Comedrive

Oarabile:Justdrive,wewillswitchkopele...

Hejoinedtheroad....

AttheBandaHouse....

MinuteslaterOarabiledrovetowardsthegate

aslightsbouncedonCharityclosingtheboot,



shedeemedthelightsandsloweddownas

Refaremovedthebelt..

Refa:Emagoneha,don'tgoinside.

Oarabile:Ok..

Refa:Eishithoughtshewouldbeinsidewaitse,

ishouldhavewalkedfrom themainroad..

Shestoppedthenhequicklysteppedoutand

closedthedoor.

Refa:Wankomantshamotho.

Oarabile:Sorry

ShedroveoffasCharitylookedatthePorsche

taillightsdisappearingintothenight,Refa

grabbedherarm justbeforeshecouldholdthe



doorknob.

Refa:(softly)Listen...Listen..Babelisten...

Charity:(withherbackagainstthecar)Don't

touchme,I'm tired...Ihavehadalongdayandi

justwanttorestthat'sall.(tearfully)Please...

Keagokopadon'ttouchme.

Refa:(softly)Babeplease,it'snotwhatyou

think,ididn'tknowshewoulddriveoff..

Charity:(tearfullypushinghishandsoffher

waist)Pleaseletgoofmeandicansmellher

alloveryoubutijustwanttogohome.Ihave

humiliatedmyselfenoughforthedayplease.

Herubbedhertearyeyeswithhisthumband

huggedherthoughshedidn'tholdhim and

insteadkeptherhandsdownstillholdingthe

keys,hekissedherforeheadandputhis



foreheadonherstalkingonherface..

Refa:Idon'twanttoseethewomaniloveinso

muchpain,iknowihurtyouandembarrassed

youbutipromise,ineverplannedthis.Forgive

me

Charity:(tearfully)Refapleaseletmego,I'm

dirtyandijustwanttobath.

Refa:Ok,let'sgohome.

Charity:Tirogayawelaandyourunclewas

lookingforyou.

Refa:Shit,weweresupposedtocollect

firewoodatthefarm.Itsjusttopickitthoughi

won'tbelong.

Charityquietlygotinthecarandstartedthecar

asRefasadlyleanedinlookingather...



Refa:Babethemmabualenna,I'm notgoingto

becomfortableknowingihurtyouandyou

didn'tsayanything,atleastnkomanyaee.

Charity:Watchyourfeet..

Refasteppedbackasheswallowedsadly

lookingatherassherolledupthewindowand

droveoff.

Heturnedaroundandwalkedtowardsthe

housewherehepulledhisuncleasideunderthe

privacyofdarkness..

Refa:MalomeiknowI'm supposedtocollect

firewood,can'tFelaandAkofangdoit?I'lltalk

tothem.Iknowyousentmebutihavea

situation.MmaagwePillaroemeletseasa

itumelaandiwanttogohome.Mayipleasego



home?

Uncle:(pathim ontheshoulder)Ofcourse,go

takecareofher.Ilikethatyoungwoman,sheis

reservedandahardworker.Don'tloseher

becauseyou'llneverfindonelike

her...nowadaysit'shardtofindawomanwho

willcomeandsupportyoulikethis,working

from morningtoafternoonwhenyouhaven't

evenpaidmagadiforher.Shedoesn'tloveyou

withwords,sheisshowingyouthatsheloves

you.Loveherandprotectherfrom anyonewho

wantstohurther,you'retheonlypersonwho

candecidewhattreatmentthiswomanis

gettingfrom yourfamilyorinthiscaseyourex.

Learnfrom yourlittlebrother,heisyoungbuthe

isdoinghisthingscorrectly.

Hesighedandwalkedbacktotheelders,Refa

checkedhishehadcoinsandhurriedtothe

mainroadforataxi.



AtRefa'sHouse...

LaterthatnightCharitysatonthecouchand

breastfedherdaughterwhoplayedwithatoy

phonewhileshekickedhermother'sshoulder

enjoyingthemilk.

Charity:(spankedherlightly)Stopkickingme

anddrinkmilkiwanttobathandrest.

Pillarpulledherchairtothefridgeandpickeda

bottleofmilkthensheleftthefridgeopenand

drunkhermilkwalkinginthekitchen,Refa

openedthedoorandwalkedin.Pillarranover

andhepickedherupandwavedheraroundas

shegiggled...



Refa:(tickledher)Guffff.....Whoisyourdaddy?

Pillar:(giggling)Thehouse!

Refa:(threwheronthecouchandtickledher

stomach)Wronganswer!Whoisyourdaddy?

Pillar:(laughedevenmorescreaming)theshoe!

Refa:(tickledherevenmore)Wronganswer!

Whoisyourdaddy?

Pillar:(laughingnonestopandscreaming)Refa

Banda!Banda!Banda!

Theirnoisejustirritatedherasthelastborn

stoppeddrinkingtemptedbytheplay,sheput

hermother'sbreastinsideherbraandsliddown

toherdaddywhoquicklygrabbedheranddid

thesametoher.

Charitywalkedinthebathroom andprepared

theirbath,shethrewtheiryellowducksinthe



waterandwashclothsasRefawalkedinand

tooktheirshampoofrom her..

Refa:Letmehelpwiththis,I'llbaththem.Have

youeatenanything?

Charity:I'm fine...

Shewenttothemasterbedroom andshowered

thenshegotinbedwhilehebathedthegirls

andtookthem totheirroom whereheputthem

intheirpyjamasandtuckedthem in...

Refa:Ok,let'spray..

WithPillaronthetopbunkandtheyoungeston

thelowerbunkRefasteppedbackandputhis

palmstogether.Thegirlsdidthesameand

closedtheireyes..



Together:ThankyouGodforgivingusmama,

daddy,RJ,Bambino,PillarandPearl.Please

keepustogether,protectusandteachusto

loveoneanother.Aaaaaamen!!

Pillar:Todaywedidn'tpraytogetherasafamily

Refa:RJhastobewithhislittlesisterataunt

Doris'shouse,Bambinoiswithhismom and

mamahasaheadache.Tomorrowshewilljoin

usanditwillbethefourofusok?

Both:Ok

Refa:(smiled)Goodnight..

Both:Goodnightdadddddy!

Hesmiledandclosedthedoorthenhewalked

awayastheystartedchatting,hetookaquick

bathandheadedtothekitchenwherehe



cookedforherthenheplacedeverythinginthe

trayandwalkedinthebedroom.

Heplacedthetrayontheheadboardandsaton

theedgeofthebedandgentlypeeledoffthe

whiteduvet...

Refa:(softly)Tsogaoje..

Shepulledherselfuptheheadboardandheput

thetrayonherlap,shequietlylookedathim

andstartedeating.Notsurehowtostarthe

rubbedmassagedthebeardonhischinand

upperlipthenherubbedhishandstogether

beforefinallylookingatherandputtinghis

handonherthigh...

Refa:I'm reallysorryaboutwhathappened



today..

Charityquietlyateherfoodandhadherdrink

whilehestutteredtouchinghereandtouching

theremessinguphistopics.

Charity:(handedhim thetray)Thankyoufor

thefood..

Hetookthetraybacktothekitchenandcame

backtoherwhileshestillsatthesameway.

Refa:(touchedherhand)Gaobuesepeanong?

Charity:Kereng?

Refa:Idon'tknow...Anything

Charity:Willyoubehonestwithme?Idon'tlike

askingquestionsbecauseidon'twanttobelied



to.

Refa:Iwon'tlietoyou

Charity:DoyoustillloveOarabile?

Refa:Notlikethat

Charity:It'sayesornoquestion

Refa:It'scomplicatedthanthat

Charity:Pleaseexplainittome

Refa:(sighed)Idon'tloveher,theanswerisno.

Charity:Sowhatwascomplicated?

Refa:Kanakooregaobategontheetsa

Charity:Kerileoexpleineopaletsweakere?

KanadilotsedingwedisimpleRefaandyou're

complicatingthem.NnarraI'llunderstandifyou

wanttoleaveme,Oarabilehasalottoofferyou,

shehasmoney,sheisadoctorandsheisthose

kindsofcrazywomen.Idon'tknowher

personallybutiunderstandhowyoufeel,ihave



nothingtoofferyouexceptrespectandlove.I

don'tknowmuchabouttheworldyoulivein,i

don'tknowseafood,ican'tusechopsticksandi

haven'tstayedoverseas.IfI'm belowthe

standardI'llunderstand,I'm justacleaninglady.

That'smyprofessionandthat'showimake

money,hapeloebatagoselenkgololeketsee

bongwanakeketsamae.Nnagakedingaloibile

nkaseganellemontungyagagoosampate.I'll

givemytenantanoticehelaandmoveout.Tota

nnagakebateontsenyastressthat'sall.

Refa:Akerewaabonadikgangtsenekesadi

bate?Sonowwearetalkingaboutabreakup?

OneincidenthelasetseekarekerobetseleRabi,

uh,

Charity:KerengneRefa?Anotherwomanpicks

youuprightinfrontofmeandbringsyouback

anhourlaterandyoucomebacksmellinglike

her.Kereng?Kanaotogaontenabecauseyou

wantmetothinkI'm crazywhenI'm not(angrily)



Youshouldn'thavegotteninhercarinthefirst

place,iwenttotheweddingbecauseofyouand

yourunoffwithanotherwoman(tearfully)What

shouldithink?

Refalookeddownstillholdingherhand..

Charity:Ifanythingofthatsorthappensagain

I'm goingbacktomyhouse,pleaseappreciate

mypresencewithnothingbutrespect.

Refa:Ok,keautwa,I'm sorryitwon'thappen

again.Iloveyouandthereisnodoubtinmy

mind,iloveyouandilovemydaughters.I'm not

goingtohurtyou,iusedtobeacheaterandi

leantitthehardway.I'm notgoingdownthat

roadagain,I'llbeamarriedmaninnotimeandi

don'twantyoumarryingmewithdoubts...



Hecrawledoverandkissedher,sheputher

armsaroundhisneckandkissedbackashe

pushedofftheduvetanddroppeditdown.He

pulledoutherpantiesandgotbetweenhers

legsassheslightlyliftedherwaistuptohis

boner,shegrabbeditandputitattheentrance

thenhepushedthrough.Hisphonerangbuthe

continuedthrustingastheymoaned.Thephone

rangagainandherejectedthecall,itrangagain

andhepicked..

Refa:(panting)Hello?

Oarabile:Hi,Bambinodoesn'thaveclothes.I

bathedhim andnowthereisnothingtowear.

Refa:Can'tyougivehim anythingofNatasha's?

It'slateandI'm tired.

Oarabile:Bambinoaaparediaparotsaga

Natasha?Sheiswayolderthanhim,canyou

pleasebringthoseclothes?



Refa:No,I'm sleepingarobalehelaasaapara,

theonesyouwashedwillbedryinthemorning.

Oarabile:Iwanttogotothehospital,heisnot

feelingwell.Maybeitssomethingheateatthe

wedding.Heisthrowingup,idon'twanthim to

bedehydrated.

Refa:Ok,I'm coming.

HehungupandlookedatCharityashisdick

gotsoft..

Refa:Bambinoisnotfeelingwell...

Charity:Sheislying

Refa:Whatifsheisnot?Ronalostadaughter

becausehewasbusyandhetookthingslightly,

idon'twanttogothroughthatwithmyson.

Charity:Can'twefinishthis,iwasclose...Are

hetsepeleee



Refa:Ican'tgetanerectionafterfindingoutmy

sonissick..Wewillfinishoffkeboa.Let'sgo

together..

Hepulledoutandkissedherassheclosedher

legsandlookedathim puttingherheadonthe

pillow,hisphonerangagain...

Refa:Hello?

Oarabile:Pleasehurryup!

Refa:I'm gettingdressed,keeta.Howishe?

Charity:(angrily)Kanteareorengkaenengaka?

Isn'tshethedoctor?

Oarabile:(angrily)Nxla!obolelleCharitygorene

aseogarediraBambino

Refa:I'm coming.



Hehungupandputonhist-shirtthenhekissed

herandstoppedbythebathroom washinghis

dickandbrushinghisteethbeforespraying

himselfwiththeperfumeandhurryingout...

MinutesafterCharitystoodbythewindowand

watchedthecardrivingoffthensheslowlysat

onthebedandputherhandsoverherface

crying....

*

*

*

*

*

.

.

.
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#106

AtOarabile'sHouse....

RefaapproachedthehouseasOarabileopened

thedoorinherpinkminisilkydressholdinga

thermometer...

Refa:Whereishe?

Oarabile:Heislayingdown,hefellasleep.I

thinkhewillbefine..(gavehim the

thermometer)It's38nowbutitwas40whenhe

wasthrowingup.

Refalookedatitandhandedherhist-shirtand



pants..

Refa:Caniseehim?

Oarabile:Yeah..

Hefollowedhertothechildren'sroom,she

musthaveknowntheeffectthatsilkydress

wouldhaveonhim,foramomentherealisedhe

nevernoticedhowm beautifulherlegswere

from behind...Andohyeahherhairwas

down,fallingdownherbackandsheturned

lookingathim asheritwavedoverher

shoulder..

Oarabile:Ithinkitsfoodpoisoning.Fora

minuteiwasworriedbutaftergivinghim that

suspensionandparacetamolheseemedfine..



Shecontinuedwalkingasherhairfellonher

backagain,theywalkedinandstoodonthe

middleoftheroom lookingathim.

RefaputhishandoverBambino'sforehead..

Refa:Yeah,heiscoolingdown.

Helookedatthethermometerwhichstillhad

38°C,heshookittoresetandfinallyswitchedit

offbeforeputtingitdown.

Refa:Sowelethim rest?

Oarabile:Ithinksobutthanksfortheclothes,

nowifanythingchangesI'lljustgowithout

callingyouthislate.Iknowwhenamanhasa

womanthelastthinghewantsatnightisphone

callsaboutthechildren.Iwouldhaveupdated



youinthemorningifihadhisclothes.

Refa:It'sfine,andidon'tmindcallsatnightas

longasthey'regenuine.

Oarabile:Ofcourse

Refa:Ihavetogo

Oarabile:Alright

Refa:Goodnight

Oarabile:Goodnight

Hewalkedtowardsthedoorandpulledthelock

butthedoorwouldn'topenheturnedthekeys

manuallyandtriedagainbutitstilldidn'topen

thenheturnedbacktoher..

Refa:Thereissomethingwrongwiththedoor

Oarabile:What?



Shetriedtoopenbutitwouldn'topenthenhe

noticedasmallboxonthewallandliftedthe

capexposingalittlescreenandbuttons..

Refa:What'sthecode?Thislookslikean

automatedlockanditsaysarmed.

Oarabile:OhmyGod,thatsecuritymansaidit

willalwayslockitselfatnightandunlocksinthe

morningat5,ileftthepaperyadipasswordshe

toldmetoresetitandturnitoffifidon'tfindit

usefulapparentlyitsgoodforpeoplewith

childrenbecausewesometimesforgettolock

thedoors.

Refa:Sowhatdowedo?

Oarabile:Idon'tknow...Itopensat5

Refa:Ican'tbehereuntil5,Charitywillkillme..

Therehastobeaway...



Hesteppedbackinsideputtinghishandsover

hisface...

Refa:Callthesecuritycompany

Oarabile:Idon'tuseasecuritycompany,itwas

installedbytheconstructioncompanyand

apparentlytheyhadasubcontractorinstallthis.

Heistheonewhogavemethepinsandasked

metochangethem

Refa:Callhim thenbecauseileftmyphonein

thecar

Oarabile:Ok

Shewenttothebedroom andRefasighed

takingaseatonthecouch,Oarabiledialedthe

number...

Voice:Thenumberyouhavedialedisnot-



Oarabile:It'soff

Refasighedrestinghisfaceonhispalmsas

Oarabileputherhandsoverhistenseshoulders.

Shegentlymassagedthenheslowlystoodup

andrubbedthebackofhisnecklookingather...

Refa:Rabiireallyhavetogo...Sheisgoingto

thinkI'm cheating,ican'thurtherlikethat.I

don'twanttobethatguy

Oarabile:Whatdoyouwantmetodo?I'm new

inthishouse,youcan'texpectmetomemorise

thepins.

Refa:(softly)I'm notsayingit'syourfault,I'm

just...(sighedfrustrated)Fuck!

Oarabile:I'm sorry,anditjustlockedbecause

hesaiditlocksatthistime.Hadiknowni

wouldn'thaveclosedthedoor...



Refa:BorrowmeyourphonekelletseCharity?

Oarabile:Soshecansavemynumberand

insultme?No.I'm nothavinganargumentwith

her

Refa:Ijustwanttoletherknowwhat'sgoingon

Oarabile:Fine,I'lltakethatriskbutyouhaveto

kissmefirst...

Refa:I'm notkissingyou

Oarabile:Goodnightthen,I'm goingtobed..

Sheturnedwalkedawaythenhesatonthefloor

withhisbackagainstthedoor.Thememoryof

thenighthewastakenbythepolicecameback,

itwasn'tjustaboutthesituationhewasinthat

nightbutallthegoodintentionshehadnight

andtheaccusationshegotaboutanunrealistic

storyofascenefrom JamesBondmovies.

Therewasnodoubtinhismindthattothisday



Rabiwouldhaveneverbelievedhim ifitwasn't

forthenewsofanaccidentandwiththe

presentsituationnoFacebookorpolicereport

wouldvalidatehisstorynothingwouldconvince

Charityotherwise.Hestoodupandwalkedto

thedoorwhereheslowlyputhisforeheadon

thedoorandsoftlyknocked...

Oarabile:Whoisit?

Refa:(sighedandsteppedbackbitinghislower

lip)I'llkissyou...

Oarabileopenedthedoorandlookedathim as

helookedather...

Refa:Howdoiknowyouwon'ttellherikissed

you?

Oarabile:Iwon't,ijustwanttofeelyourlipson



mineit'sbeenover8years...

Sheputherhandsonhischestandhestill

couldn'tbringhimselftoputhisarmsaround

her,sheputherhandonhischeekand

stretchedherselfupforakissbuthestepped

backandsighed...

Refa:No,ican't.I'm sorry...I'llwaitfor5

o'clock..

Hewalkedtothedoorandsatonthefloorthen

heleanedonthedoorandsighedholdinghis

handstogether.

Oarabilewentbacktoherroom andlaiddown,

shedozedoffforaboutanhour.Whenshegot

upshereachedforthephoneandcheckedthe



time,itwas3inthemorninganditwasraining

outside.Shewalkedtowardsthelivingroom

andstopped,Refawaslyingasleeponhisback

withhist-shirtoverhishead.

Sheswallowedtearfullyandkneltbyhisside..

Oarabile:(placedherhandonhispack)Refa?

Refa?

Hemovedthet-shirtoffhisfaceandsatup..

Refa:What'sthetime?

Oarabile:ThattimewhenyousaidChelsea

seducedyouwhycouldn'tyoudowhatyou're

doingnow?WabonagoregaonthateRefa?

Youneverlovedme.Nowyou'rehereandyou

can'tbringyourselftokissmethoughyouwant



to...

Refa:It'snotaboutlove,youofall,people

shouldknowthat

Oarabile:Thenwhatisitabout?Becausehaele

kabotsetseRefaiwasbreastfeedingyourson

thesamewaysheishasyourkidssotellme

what'sthedifference?

Refa:Canwepleasenotdothis

Oarabile:(tearfully)Wearedoingthis,whycan't

youkisse?Mmh?Why?

Helookedatherandsheslappedhim,he

lookeddownandshecontinuedslappinghim

overandoveruntilheputhishandsoverhis

face.Shesteppedupandpunchedhim onthe

backcryingashesattherewithhisheaddown..

Oarabile:(rubbedhereyes)Whydidn'tyoudo



thisthen?Wewouldn'tbehere,iwouldn'tbe

here..I'm talkingtoyou?I'm notgoingtostop

untilyoutellmewhyyoucouldn'tdothesame..

Shepunchedhim andhestoodupwalkingto

thebathroom asshepulledhist-shirttearing.

Onceatthebathroom shequicklystoodatthe

doorandblockedtheway,Refaswallowedand

sighed.

Refa:I'm sorrythatIhurt,thereisnothingican

donowtochangethat.TheonlythingIcando

istoshowyouthatireallymeantitwhenisaid

I'm adifferentperson,icancontrolmyself.I

can'tunbreakyourheartbutnowyou're

breakingmine.For5yearsitriedtoexplainthis

butyoudidn'tbelieveme.Youhavetostop

punishingmeforamistakeimadeover8years

ago...



Oarabile:Sonnakerengbecauseiwantyou?

Refa:Idon'tknowRabikereng?Idon'tknow,

caniusethebathroom please?

Oarabile:Refakanailoveyouandiwantyou

Refatearfullylookedinhereyesthenhepulled

herforahugastheybothcried.Hepushedher

asideandlockedhimselfinthebathroom.He

leanedoverthesinkandwashedhisfacethen

hereachedforalipstickandwroteonher

mirror.

MeanwhileOarabileputthecodeandopened

thedoorthensheknockedonthedoor..

Oarabile:Thedoorisopen...



Refaunlockedthedoorandsteppedout,

Oarabile:It'sopen...

Shefollowedhim tothedoorandfoldedher

armswatchinghim ashedroveoffthenshe

closedthedoorandwenttothebathroom

whereshewashedherfaceanddriedherself,

shepausedlookingatthemirror...

"Iloveyousodearly,I'm happyyouletoutyour

paintoday,maybeyoucanfinallyforgiveme.I

wantedyouforthepast5years,iwantyounow

andI'llalwayswantyoubutalothashappened

sinceweparted.It's"alot"thatican'tjustwalk

awayfrom.Likeyousaidittakesmorethan

lovetobuildarelationship".



Shesatontheedgeofthebathtubcrying..

AtRefa'sHouse...

MinuteslaterRefaknockedonthedoor,Charity

rubbedherswolleneyesandopenedthe

windowtoshirtlessRefa...

Refa:(softly)Hey...Canyouopenthedoor

Charity:Didyoutakehim tothehospital?

Refa:No,hewasfinebythetimeigotthere.

Charity:Sowherehaveyoubeenthepast3

hours?

Refa:Babepleaseopenthedoor

Charity:Refaotswakae?

Refa:Shelockedmeinthehouse,howdoi

explainthingsstandingoutside?It'srainingI'm



gettingwet..

Charity:Itoldyouthatifyoudoitagainiwill

notforgiveyou,iwasn'tjoking.Youleftmeat

yourmother'shouseandranoffwithOarabile

thenyouleftmeduringsexandranoffwithto

her.Iwon'tallowyoutohurtmeforlonger,I'm

offeringyouloveandrespectifit'snotenough

thereisnothingicandotoconvinceyou.

Clearlyyoulovethiswomansoleavemeand

mydaughtersinpeace.Iwouldhaveleftifmy

housedidn'thavetenantsbutijustneed

tomorrowtofindahousetorentforamonth

whileservingthosepeoplewithanotice.I'llbe

outofyourhoursby2pm today.

Refa:You'renotleavingmekesadirasepe,i

didn'tdoanythingwrong.Openthisdoor!

Hewentbacktothecarandcheckedforthe

sparekeysinthecarthenhestruggledputting



thekeysinthehole,sheopenedthedoorand

hewalkedinassheputthebagstrapoverher

shoulderholdingthekeystothequantum.

Charity:It'sokthenI'llleaveyourhouse

Refa:You'renotleaving.Obatagontenaakere?

Otogaoregakeasiama.Takeonemorestep

andseewhathappens...

Shepickedherbagandwalkedoutthenhe

followedhertothecarandleanedin..

Refa:Idon'tknowhowtoconvinceyouthatI'm

tellingthetruthbutI'm notlyingtoyou,please

don'twalkawayfrom me...Ididn’tknowit

wouldhurtmethismuchtoseeyouleavebutit

hurts.I'm scaredtoloseyou,pleasehavefaith

inme...Evenifyoudon'tbelievemegivemethe



benefitofthedoubt,orayagorenkalala

nagenghelalikethat?Ifiwantedtocheatdon't

youthinkI'dbemoresecretiveaboutitnebabe?

Pleasedon'tbreakmyheartlikethat...

Sheletgoofthesteeringwheelandheopened

thedoorforher,shesteppedoutandfellinto

hisarmscryingashekissedherforehead.He

kissedherforeheadandhuggedhertightly...

Refa:Pleasemarryme,myparentsaredone

withRotlhe....Ican'tlivewithout...Yougiveme

life.Rabiismypastandnowiknowiwantyou,

I'm gladmyparentsdelayedusforthislong

becausenowyou'llbesureaboutmylovefor

you.Canigoaheadandtalktomyunclesabout

this?

Charity:(smiled)Yes,please.Ican'twaittobe

yourwife..



Hepulledheroverandkissedher...

Refa:Thankyou,thankyousomuchforgiving

meanotherchance...

Hekissedherandpickedherupthenhewalked

tothehouse.....

AttheBandaHouse....

LaterthatmorningRefawalkedinthehouse

whilehisauntwascookinginthekitchen..

Refa:Goodmorning,whereismydad?

Her:Heisbehindthehousewithyouruncle



Hismotherwalkedoutoftheirroom tyingher

doek...

MmaBanda:Goodmorning,youlookgoodina

navybluesuit,areyougoingtowork?

Refa:Yes,iwanttotalktodadaboutthatissue,

kanalerileyou'llworkonmyweddingafterthis

sosince-

MmaBanda:Areyousurethisgirlisnotyour

sister?Nnatotaihaveabadfeeling...Iwas

talkingtoyourfatherlastnightaboutit.Hestill

sayssheisnotbutwhowouldadmitachildof

sin.

Refa:Whereisallthiscomingfrom?Wehaven't

talkedaboutthepaternityforoverthreeyears.

Wecantestagainifyoudoubtthefirsttest



MrBandawalkedinthehousethenRefa

approachedhim...

Refa:Dadwhenareyoustartingmy

negotiations?

Banda:Aboutthat...Wereallyneedtositdown

andtalk,it'sdifficulttojustbelieveyouwhen

you'retheonlypersonwhohandedthose

resultssoyourmotherandithinkit'sbestwe

testwithmysampleandCharity'ssample.

Refa'seyesgotreddishashestaredathis

father...

Refa:PapayanongkgangyadiDNAtestetswa

kaeandwhatusewoulditbebecauseihave2

daughterswithCharity?Whylesannyadise

ratswamodilongtsedingwe?



Banda:Ifsheisyoursistericannotletyou

marryher

Refa:Butibeentellingyouiwanttomarryher

andyouwehavechildren,whysayanything

now?Isthisthereasonwhyyoudidn'twantto

domyweddingfirstthoughitalkedtoyoufirst

beforemybrother's?Ifyouhaddoubtswhy

didn'tyouspeakbeforeihadchildrenwithher?

Banda:Whatdoesthatmean?

Refa:Myargumentiswhatdifferencewillit

makewhethersheisorisn'trelatedtome?

Banda:Ican'tletyoumarryyoursister,it's

unheardofandit'sanabomination

Refa:Andwheredoesthatleavemydaughters?

Banda:Istheresomethingyouwanttotellus

son?

Refa:IwanttomarryCharity,helpme.Ialready

gaveyoutestresults,you'rebeingunreasonable



andyou'rehurtingme.Haven'tyoutwocostme

enough?IalreadylostRabibecauseofyou,doi

havetoloseanotheronebecauseofyou?

Banda:Ijustwanttheteststhat'sall.

MmaBanda:WecalledCharityandshedoesn't

mind,whydoyouhaveaproblem?Isthere

somethingyou'rehiding

Refa:Theresultssaidwearebloodrelatedbuti

didn’tfeelrelatedtoherlikethat.Ikeptthat

informationtomyselfbecauseiloveCharity.I

wanttomarryher

Banda:Sonyouneedhelp,youcannotpossibly

continuetohavesexwithyourlittlesisterand

you'resickifyouthinkshewillwalkinhereasa

daughterinlawbecausesheisalreadymy

daughter.

Refa:Whataboutmydaughters?

Banda:WouldyoubeokifyoufoundoutRJis

havingsexwithPillar?Wouldthefactthatthey



didn'tknoweachothermakeyoufeelanybetter?

Refa:Thisisdifferentevenyoudon'tfeellike

sheisyourdaughterwhyshouldihavefeltshe

ismysister?

Banda:Thengofindyourselfafatherthatwill

headyournegotiationsbecauseI'm notdoingit.

Iwilltalktohertoo,ifshelovesyouthat'sfine

butyou'renotbringingherhomeasyourwife.

Howcanyousleepwithyourownsister,that's

theworstkindofsinanyonecancommit.

Refatearfullystaredathim ashewalked

outside...

*

*

*

*

*



.

.

.

.

.

.

SinfulDuty

#107

AttheBandaconstructions

RefaleanedbacklookingatCharityandhis

daughtersonaframedphotothenheleaned

overthedesk,Ronapushedthedoorand

walkedin...



Rona:You'reverysick,youhadanopportunity

tochangeallthesebutyouactuallypulleditoff.

Iwillneverforgiveyouforthisone.

Refa:(tearfully)I'm notfeelingwell,pleasenot

now.Ineedsupport...Someonewhowill

understandwhyI'm doingitwhatI'm doing.

Rona:You'refired

Refapickedhisphoneandcarkeysthenhe

smiledtearfully...

Refa:Ialwaysknewyou'dfiremeoneday,ijust

didn'twanttobelieveit.Thanksforeverything.

I'llfindawaytoprovideformyfamily..

Hewalkedoutoftheofficeanddroveoff...



AtCharity'sHouse...

Charitysmiledlookingattheweddinggowns

thenshedialedhermother...

Her:Hello?

Charity:Mama?BorragweRefabataatakoo.

Wetalkedthismorningandhesaidhewill

update...I'm justtippingyousothatwhenicall

youdon'trush.

Her:(smiled)Ok,I'm stillgoingtochargethem

halfbecauseBandahasbeensupportingyou.

Oneabeeleditsemosadikooteng

Charity:(laughed)Ifyouinsist..Bye

Her:Bye

Shehungupandsmiledasoneofherworkers



walkedin...

Charity:Remembertheadviceyougaveme

aboutbabymamas?Ihavetwotypes.RJs

motherissweetandsheismarriedjustlikeyou

said,ifshewantshersonshetalkstousand

shedoesn'tcarewhoshetalksto.Ifshetries

Refaandhedoesn'tanswershecallsme,right

nowhersonhadtogostaywithhergrannyto

helpwiththeyoungersister.Theotherbaby

mamaissinglebutthisonehasmoneyandshe

thinkshighlyofherself,shecommandshim but

ithinkwewillbefinebecauseI'm notgoingto

botherher,I'm justfocusingonmywedding,I'm

gettingmarried!

Herworkergaspedandhuggedherthenher

motherrang...



Charity:Hello?

Her:Canyoucomehere?TheBanda'sarehere

Charity:(smiled)I'm coming...

Sheandtheemployeewalkedout...

AtMaunInternationalAirport...

Refaparkedthecar,RotlheandSeshastepped

outofthecarasRefaslowlygotout...

Refa:Rotlhecanwetalkforaminute?

Rotlhewalkedbackandfoldedhisarmslooking

atRefa'stearfuleyes.Refalookedathim and

tearsrolleddown,helookeddownandrubbed

hiseyes..



Refa:Idon'tknowwhattodo,iwishididn’tlove

herbutido.Idon'tknowwhyiloveherbutijust

wanttomarryher.Iwanttobehappy.

Rotlhe:Sonowyouwanttotalktome?After

keepingthisfrom me?You'reunbelievableand

you'regoingtohell,I'm notjustsayingthis

becauseI'm angry.I'm sayingthiswiththe

knowledgeofthebible,somethingyouknow

nothingabout.You'regoingtohellandyouhave

cursedyourchildren.Honestlyiam ashamedto

beyourbrother..

Refaswallowedtearfullyandrubbedhistears...

Refa:Enjoyyourhoneymoon...

Hegotinthecaranddroveoff....



Atthehospital...

Aftergettingintroducedinthemeeting,Oarabile

andanothernursewalkedstoodupandmade

theirwayout...

Coworker:AndDrOarabileKokoistakingthe

nextshiftsowehavetoexcuseher

Oarabile:(smiledateveryone)Nicemeeting

you,retannarekopanaremmogoakere?

Theyalllaughedandmadelittlejokeswithher

asshewalkedout...

Nurse:You'regoingthisway...

Oarabile:Ohok...



Shetookoutherstethoscopefrom thepocket

andhungitaroundherneckastheypaced

acrossthehospitalcorridor...

AtCharity'smothers

LateronCharitywalkedinandbentover

greetingtheBanda'sthenshepulledachairand

satdown.…

Hermother:Thesepeoplejusttoldmethat

Refathismorningtoldthem hereceived

positiveresultsbuthekeptthem tohimself

becausetheymakenodifferencetohim.Mr

Bandaisnothappysoishiswife,didyouknow

anythingaboutit?

Charity:Nobutevenifidid,itstillwouldn'thave



madeanydifference.Beforethetestiknew

therewasapossibilitybutitwasn’tgoingto

changeanything.

Banda:Itchangeseverythingforme,everything.

Iwillnothavebothofmychildrendoi-

Charity:WithallduerespectMrBandaiam not

yourdaughter,youdidn'tevenknowme.Shame

onyouforcallingmeyourdaughter...Where

wereyouwhenIwasgrowingup?Howdareyou

callmeyourdaughter?Youabandonedmy

motherandshesufferedtofeedmeandyou

MrsBanda,ihaveforgottenallthestoriesmy

mothertoldmeaboutyou.Shetoldmeyou

beatherupwhenshewaspregnant,you

punchedherstomachtryingtokillme.You're

notmyparents,ihaveafatherwholovesme.

Themanwhoprotectedme...Thismanshowed

methatbloodmeansnothing.

Banda:You'llneversetfootinmyhouseagain!



Charity:Anddoesthatchangetheclimate?

BecauseyoudeniedmebeforebutI'm stillhere

youthinkI'lldieifidon'tsteponyourhouse?

Youabandonedmeandisufferedwhileyou

wererich,sodon'tcomehereandpreachabout

morals.Theonlyreasonyou'retalkingabout

thisnowisbecauseyouwanthim tomarrythat

Dr,iheardyoumaBandabutiloveyoursonand

helovesme.Ifitsasintolovehim I'llbe

honouredtoperform thatSinfulDuty.(stoodup

shouting)You'rebreakingyourownson'sheart

withyourselfishness...Whycan'tyoujustletus

behappy?(tearfully)Can'tyouseeweloveeach

other?Werewesupposedtojustswitchoffour

feelingslikewearerobots?

Shewalkedout....

AtAuntDoris'sHouse....



Aschoolbusstoppedatthegate,RJstepped

outandpickedhislittlesisterthenthebus

droveoff.Heputherdownandtheyraced

towardsthehouseashercurlyhairbouncedon

herback...

Theypushedthedooropenandwalkedinas

AuntDoriswasservingtheirplates,RJwalked

overtohisauntandgrabbedherphone..

RJ:Canicalldad?

Aunt:Why?

RJ:Ijustmisshim..

Aunt:Idon'thaveairtime,I'llbuyitlaterand

giveyou.Goandundress...



Theyrantothebedroom....

AtBoago'sHouse...

MeanwhileBoagoclosedthegatetalkingtothe

phone..

Boago:Yes,they'rehere

Oarabile:Thanks,I'm meetingthebabysitter

today.Tomorrowyou'llbreath

Boago:It'sok,theykeepminecompany..

(airtimenotification)Iyoomyairtimeisfinished.

Oarabile:Alrightbye

ShehungupandasBambinojumpedbesides

her..



Bambino:Imissdaddy,canwegotohishouse?

Natasha:Ormaybehecanvisitourhouse

Boago:(dialedhim)Letmegiveyouthephone

soyoucantalktohim...

Notification:Youdonothaveenoughcreditto-

Boago:(hungup)Waiinoairtime...Gotakeoff

youruniform,thefoodisinthekitchen..

Allfourofthem racedfortheplatewiththe

biggestpiece....

InRefa'scar...

Hisfathercalledashedrovebutheignoredthe

call,Rona'scallcamethroughandhepulled

over.Hegotthephoneandtearfullylookedat

thescreenasthephonerang...



Hewaitedforthecalltoendthenhedialed

Fela'snumberbutitrangunanswered.

Everythingsunkinnow,heknewitwasonlya

matteroftimebeforeeveryoneknewwhathe

haddoneincludingCharity.HedialedOarabile's

number..

Oarabile:(pacing)Hello?

Refa:(tearfully)Hey....(hepausedandleaned

overthesteeringwheelastearsdropped)Can

wetalk?Ididsomethingreallyhorribleand

everyonehatesme.Pleasetellmeeverything

willbefine,evenifCharityhatesmeoreveryone

hatesme.TellmeI'llbeokbecauseI'm scared

asfuck,mybrotherfiredme,Charityisgoingto

leavemeforreal,iliedtoherandiknowyou're

goingtobedisgustedwithmewhenyouhear

this.I'm countingonyoutotellmesomething



different..

Oarabile:(checkedapatient)Whatdidyoudo?

Refa:Whenyouleftmeiwassobrokenistared

atyourpictureseveryday,seeingMuhammed

takingmyfamily...Triedcallingformykidsbut

theyjustwantedtoplaywithMuhammad,iwas

shatteredbutonedayacleanerwalkedinand-

Oarabile:(apatientthrewuponhercoat)Ihave

togo,I'llca-

Shehungupandheangrilysmashedhisphone

onthedashboard,tearsblurredhiseyesashe

startedtheengineanddrovetowardsthe

educationalpark.

Afterashortdrivehemadeaturnintothethick

bushesjustafterthefenceandparkedundera

tree.Heopenedthebootandreachedforarope



inhistoolboxthenhesatinthecarandputhis

handsoverhisfacewhipping.

Refa:(crying)Ijustwantedtobehappy,they

shouldneverhidechildrenbecauseididn’t

knowuntilitwaslatebutI'm sorry.Godforgive

mysins.

Herubbedhistearsandputtheropearoundhis

neckthenheclimbedonthetreeandtiedthe

ropeonastrongbranch.Hesattherefora

minuteashisfeethungoneachsideofthe

branchthenhereleasedhimselfandkicked

hangingwithhisneck.Thewholetreeshookas

leavesfellonthegrounduntilhiskicksslowed

downandfinallystopped.

*

*



Don'tforgettoLike.

*

*

*
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Atthebush

Twoyoungmenholdingslingshotsanda

plasticofdeadbirdsdroppedtheirthings

staringatamanhangingfrom thetree,the

otheroneranoffastheshortonequickly

jumpedonthetreetrunkandclimbedup,he

tookouthisbloodyknifeandbithislowerlipas

hecuttherope...



Him:Peter?(shouting)Peter??Catchhim....

ButPeterwasnowheretobefound,hefinally

cuttheropeandRefafellontheground,hegot

downthetreeandstruggledtocuttheropethat

hadstuckonhisneck.Hefinallycuttherope

anddraggedhisbodytothecar..

Helaidhim onthebackgotinthedriverseat,

therenoticeditwasanautomaticcar.Nothing

likehisfather'soldlandcruiserbuthestarted

theengineandreversedintoatreetrashingthe

back,heputitondriveandturnedthesteering

wheelthenhedrovetowardsthemainroadwith

themotivationofknowingthehospitalwasjust

acrosstheroad.

Hehookedatthechildrenplayingontheroad

andmissedoneofthem byaninch,onceonthe



roadfacingthebigbuildingsofthehospitalhis

motivationraisedandhedrovethroughthegate

withoutstoppingforthesecurityguard.He

drovethroughandstoppedatemergency

parkingspace.Heraninsideandalmostslipped

onthetile...

Him :(panting)Thereisasomeoneinthecar,i

cuthim from thetree..Pleasehelp!Heis

heavy....Andheisnotmoving

Twonursesgrabbedawheelchairandfollowed

him tothecar..

*

*

MeanwhilestillintheemergencyOarabile

examinedapatient,thesoundoffootstepsgot

herattention,thecurtainsofthenextbedslid



openthenshemovedthecurtainsanddropped

thecardlookingatRefalyingonthebed..

Oarabile:Whathappened?

Boy:Icuthim from thetree!

Oarabilequicklycheckedhispupilswithlight

andgotnoresponsethensheputthe

stethoscopeoverhischestandherheart

skipped.Sheplacedherhandsonhischestand

performedCPRimmediatelybeforechecking

hispulseagain.

Oarabile:(steppedonthebedreleasebutton)

Let'spushhim moICUNOW!CallDrSam

TheypushedthebedintotheIntensivecareunit,

2morenurseshurriedinasOarabilechanged



herglovesandattendedhim immediately.

Minuteslateranotherdoctorwalkedinputting

onhisgloves..

DrSam:Update

Oarabile:Patientfoundhangingforan

unknownperiodofasphyxia,heightoffall

unknown,iperformedacardiopulmonary

resuscitation,I'vejustadministeredoxygen,

adrenalineandatropine.Neckinjuryand

suspectedspinalinjury.

DrSam:Defibrillatorsplease!

AnurseremovedRefa'st-shirtrubbedhischest

dryasthedoctorrubbedthedefibrillator

paddlestogether.Thenursessteppedbackas

heplacedthepaddlesonhischest,theshock



pickedhim upanddroppedhim backonthebed

astheydesperatelywaitedexpectinghim to

suddenlygraspforairsotheycouldsnatchhim

from thedeadbutnothinghappened.Oarabile's

heartpoundedasheplacedthepaddlesagain.

Oarabile:(whisperedputtinghishandstogether)

ComeonRefa,youcandothis.Weneedtotalk

babeiwasn’tignoringyou,please...Everything

isgoingtobeok.You'llbeOK...Youdidnothing

wrong...

Heleapedandgaspedasthenursesquickly

grabbedhim andhelpedhim laydown,tears

filledOarabile'seyesasshesmiled.Thelines

ontheelectrocardiogram zigzaggedasthe

machinebeeped.

DrSam:(tookoffhisgloves)You'redidgood



Oarabile:Thankyou...

Sheapproachedthebedandtouchedhishand...

Oarabile:Thanksforscaringme,youdida

goodjob...

Shetouchedhishandandsighedinreliefthen

shecontinuedtoexaminehisneckandother

bodyinjuries.

AtBandaconstructions....

MeanwhileCharitywalkedupstairsasRona

walkeddown..

Charity:IsRefain?



Rona:No,ifyouseehim pleaseaskhim topick

mycalls.Ididn’tmeanwhatisaid

Charity:Whatdoyoumean?

Rona:Pleasetellhim that,ididn'tmeanit.

SheturnedaroundandcalledRefaonherway

totheparkinglotbutthenumberwas

unavailable..

Atthehotel...

Felazippedhisjeanswhiletheprincipallaid

asleepnakedonthebed,hepickedhiscarkeys

andquietlywalkedout.Thehotelstaffwatched

him ashepassedbythereceptionfixinghist-

shirt.



Hegotinthecarandreversedoutofthehotel,

onceatthestreetlighthetookoutthephone

andfoundhisbrother'smissedcallshetried

callingbackbutitwasn’tavailable.Hisphone

rangandhepickeddrivingthroughthegreen

light...

Fela:Hello?

Oarabile:Hi,itsOarabile

Fela:(laughed)Ohshit,thesisterinlaw

Oarabile:(laughed)Mxm,bona...Refahasbeen

admittedinthehospital.Hetriedtocommit

suicidebutsomeonehelpedhim.

Fela:Whathappened?

Oarabile:Whenhecallediwasbusysoididn’t

payattentiontotheamountofstresshehad,i

didn'tevenknowhewassuicidal.Seemshetold

everyonetherealDNAtestresultsandpeople



didn'trespondwelltothat.

Fela:IcanimaginekanalasttimeboRona

overreactedhelaasifweknowcharityandgrew

upwithher.

Oarabile:Eesotellyourfamilymembersabout

him.Whenilastattendedhim hewasdrowsy

sowedidn'treallytalkhim andi...andidon't

thinkhesawmebuthewillbegoingfor

counsellingtoosoithinkthatwillhelphim see

thingsclearly.

Fela:I'llbethereinaminute....

Hehungupandturnedthecararound...

AttheBandaHouse...

MmaBandahandedherhusbandacupoftea

andsatdown...



Banda:Haveyoutriedcallinghim again?

MmaBanda:Heisstillnotanswering,ihopehe

isOK...

Banda:Idon'tthinkthesekidsunderstandwhat

wearesaying,Refathinksihatehim and

Charityisjustfullofanger.Tosomeextenti

understandtheirsideofthestory,imagineifwe

weretofindoutthatwearesiblings,dowe

suddenlybecomenumbtowardsoneanother?

Perhapsweapproachedthisinthewrong

manner

MmaBanda:Idon'tthinkso,Refashouldn't

havehadchildrenwithher

Banda:Butnowthechildrenarehere

MmaBanda:Andithoughttheirchildrenwould

beabnormal

Banda:Geneticsdoesn'tworklikethat,it'sjusta



myth.Havingchildrenwithsomeonethatyou're

bloodrelatedwithmayjustincreaseyour

chancesofabadgenebecomingstrongbut

thenyoucanstillmeetthatpersonevenif

you'renotrelated.

MmaBanda:Ididn'tknowthatbutit'sstill

wrong,areyouconsideringtolethim doit?He

shouldbethinkingaboutreconcilingwith

Oarabile

Banda:That’suptohim butifhereallywants

Charityitcanbeafamilysecret,ithought

Charitywillbeshockedbutsheisstubborn,just

likehim.Ourviewswon'tchangeanythingand

theywillgogetmarriedwithorwithoutus,I

threatenedhim tothebestofmyabilitiesbutif

hepushesthiswemighthavetoconsider

stayingoutofhisprivatelife...

MmaBanda:No,wecan'tallowsuchfilth,itwill

belikewearecondoninghisbehaviour.No,he

shouldbetalkingtoOarabile...



Banda'sphonerang...

Banda:Hello?

Fela:Refajusttriedtocommitsuicide,hewas

cutfrom atree.Hehasbeenadmittedinthe

hospitalandI'm onmywaytherenow.

Banda:What?

Fela:I'lltalktoyouwhenIgetthere.

HehungupthenBandaputonhisshoesand

pickedthekeys....

Atthehospital....

LateronCharitypacedacrossthehospital

talkingtothephoneandhungupatthesecurity



deskforprivaterooms.ShetookoutherIDand

leanedover...

Charity:Hello,mynameisCharityDube,I'm

heretoseeRefaBanda

Thesecuritymancheckedtheregisterbook

andfoundanoteofbannedvisitors..

Security:Ican'tletyouintherooms,thepatient

requestedthatyoudonotcomein.

Charity:I'm confused,whatdidido?

Security:Idon'tknow,I'm justdoingmyjob.

MrandMrsBandapacedovertogetherwith

Rona..



Rona:Hi,mynameisRonaBanda,I'm visiting

RefaBandainroom 9

Security:You'renotallowedtovisitthepatient.

Rona:What?Mybrotheristhere,evenFelais

inside..Didyouseetheshortguy?

Banda:Iam MichelBanda,hisfather

Security:(checked)Youtoo...(toMmaBanda)

Lonalemang?

MmaBanda:I'm hismother

Security:Youtoo...

Theysighedlookingatoneanotherconfused....

*

*

Don'tforgettolike,Goodnight.

*



*

*

.

.

.

.
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AttheJamaicanIslandbeach...

Inanothercontinentseveralcouplesplayed

volleyballonthesandybeach,ladiesinbutt

revealingbikinisandguysinshorts.Amongst

theladiesChelseahittheballwithonehand

andAustinlaughedrunningbehindherand

puttingherhandstogethercorrectly..



Austin:Thisishowyouhit...Itwon'tevenleave

youbruised

Chelsea:(laughed)Ok...

Theycontinuedplayinguntilshestarted

standingbehind,SeeingshewastiredAustin

stoppedplayingwiththeguysandputhisarm

aroundherastheywalkedalongtheocean.

Wavesofwaterwashedtheirfeetasacold

breezepushedChelsea'shairoverherface,she

pusheditbackthenAustenstoodbehindher

andtieditintoaponytailwitharibbonhe

alwayscarriedinthepocketforher.

Austen:(holdingherhand)RJwouldenjoythis

nottomentionthatpaininthebuttyoucalla

child



Chelsea:(laughed)Leavemydaughteralone,

don'teventhinkidon'tknowyouhave

favourites

Austen:Idon'thavefavouritesbuthowtoilove

someonewhocallsmeeverytimeshemessed

thetoilet?

Chelsea:You'reabadfather...(theylaughed)

Butyeah,theywoulddefinitelyenjoyit.

RememberhowRJscreamedwhenhesawthe

beachforthefirsttimeinNamibia?(theyboth

laughed)Hewasscreaminglikeamadman

Austen:Wait...Stop...Iwanttodosomething..

Sitonmyshoulders

Chelsea:What?No,hellno...

Theylaughedashekneltdownandshovedhis

headbehindherthighsandstoodupcarrying

heronhisshoulderwhileshescreamed

blindinghim...



Chelsea:OhmyGodI'm goingtofall,Jesus

Austenputmedown....

Austen:Takeyourhandsoffmyeyes

Chelsea:(heldthehead)OhGod,ihavenever

beenthishigh

Austen:Justrelax.....

Theychattedaboutnothingsasheapproached

thecabana,hebentoverandputherdownthen

heboughttwococonutdrinks,theJamaican

cabanaboyslidintheminiumbrellasintheir

coconutsandhandedthem straws..

Austen:Thanksman

Cabanaboy:(Jamaicanaccent)Jahman,yo

gatahnicebeautifulgall



Austen:(Jamaicanaccent)Yahman,sheismy

wifeikillyou

Cabanaboy:(laughed)Customercomeon

Chelsea:(laughed)Thankyouforthedrinks,i

lovethis...

Theyeachslidthestrawsinsideandwalkedto

theirbeachumbrellawheretheirbagandtowels

were.OncethereAustenpickedherbagand

dustedtheirtowelthenhegrabbedherhand

whiletheywalkedtowardstheresort...

Chelsea:Ilovedthrbodymassageigot

yesterdayandtheiroilsarejustbeautiful,body

steamingandthefacialsarejustso...(touched

herface)Myfaceissosoftandidon'thavea

singlepimple.

Austen:Youshouldopenabeautyspa,upgrade



from thesaloon.Weshouldgetyouenrolledin

toabeautyschool

Chelsea:Doyoureallythinkitwillmakemoney?

Butthenitcanbecauseitsjustanupdated

versionofthesaloon

Austen:Early...

Chelseagotonthewoodenbridgewalkingin

frontasAustentookouthisphoneandwent

live..

Austen:Isn'tthisbeautiful,ijustplayed

volleyballwithMrsJones..

OntheclipChelseaturnedaroundholdingthe

coconutandsmiledwalkingbackwardswith

quiteasexyperfectbikinibody..



Chelsea:(blushing)Arerecordingavideo

Austen:You'reliveonFacebook

Shegaspedblushingandfixedherhair...

Chelsea:(laughed)Austen...Stop...You're

makingmeshy,idon'twanttoturnaround

becausetheywillseemybutt

Austen:(laughed)Canyouallhelpmetellthis

womaniloveher,idon'tthinksheunderstands

howmuchiloveherrightnow...Lookatthat

smile...(Chelseashylysmiledbitingthecoconut

straw)Ohthatsmileladiesandgentlemen...

Chelsea:(laughedandlookedbehindherthen

backathim)AustenstaaaapI'm gonnafall...

Austen:Butiloveitwhenyou'reshy,come

here..



Hekissedherandendedthelivefeed.…

AttheMozambicanIsland...

MeanwhilebackinAfricaRotlheandSesha

divedintheoceanwithoxygenmasksandbody

suits,Rotlhegrabbedherhandandtheykicked

thewatergoingdown.Theytouchedthebottom

andturnedbackupstillswimmingtothetop

wheretheirheadsemerged,Rotlheremovedthe

mask,theboatdrivergavehim ahandandhe

gotoutbeforepullingSesha...

Rotlhe:Howwasit?

Sesha:Scary...Butisurvived

Rotlhe:(laughed)You'reagoodswimmer,i

didn'tthinkyou'ddoitperfectlyinsuchashort

periodoftime...



Theytookafewpictureswhileremovingthe

maskandgrabbingtowels,onceatthebeach

theyjumpedoutoftheboatandranalongthe

beachtothewhereeveryonewas...

Atthehospital...

InBotswanatheBandafamilystoodthere

talkingamongstthemselveswhilethesecurity

manrelaxedlisteningtohisheadsetsthen

CharityputherIDbackinherhandbagand

walkedoutdialingFela.

Fela:Hello?

Charity:Hi,iwasoutsidebutI'm goingback

homebecauseihavebeenbanned,Refa

doesn'twanttoseemebutthanksfortelling



me,I'm gladheisOK.

Fela:Banned?Canicallyouback?Don'tgojust

yet

Charity:Ok

Shehungupandsatinthethoughtfully,nowit

wasmorethanjustlove,herdaughtersandthe

worldtheywouldlivein.

InRefa'sroom....

WitheyesclosedRefalaidonthebedwithan

oxygentubecrossingbelowhisnostrilsasFela

pacedupanddowndialingOarabile...

Oarabile:Hello?

Fela:Hei,hi...Whobannedpeoplefrom walking



in?

Oarabile:Afterassessinghim thepsychologist

decidedheisnotreadyforaconfrontationwith

thefamily,thiswasafteritoldhim icalledthe

familythough.Refatoldhim everythingbutnot

insomanywordsbecausehestillhas

difficultiesspeakingduetohisneckinjury.

Fela:Buttheyletmein

Oarabile:Iaskedthem toletyouinthenigave

them thenamesofthepeopleiknowwill

probablystresshim.

Fela:ButCharitycanneverstresshim,ask

them totakeherout

Oarabile:Sheisthereasonheisthehospital,

hewilldecidewhat'srightwhenheisreadybut

fornowI'm doingwhat'sbestforhim.

Fela:Banningmyfamilywasagoodideaandi

loveitbecausethesepeoplemustlearnthatwe

aregrownandwemakeourowndecisionsbut



Charityisavictim too

Oarabile:Victim ornotsheisthelastthinghe

needsrightnow,iheardhesoundeddepressed

whenhegotup,let'snotmakethingsworse.He

willseethatvictim whenheisready.I'llbethere

tocheckonhim

Fela:Ok,iguessyou'reright.Onceheisgood

hewillcallher,bye

HehungupanddialedCharity

Charity:(sittinginthecar)Hello?

Fela:Hi,hewillcallyouwhenhefeelsbetter.

Charity:Dididosomethingwrong?

Fela:No,youdidn'tdoanything.Heisjustnot

readyforguestsevenhisfamilyisn'tallowedto

seehim.I'm justluckyihaveconnections?



Charity:Oarabile?

Fela:Um

Charity:It'sok,Iunderstand.Isshetheone

attendinghim?

Fela:Sheisadoctor

Charity:(tearfully)Iknow,sorryforaskingsilly

questions.Bye

Fela:Bye

Hehungupandsighedthenheturnedbackand

walkedovertoRefa'sbedasheslowlyopened

hiseyesandslowlyremovedtheoxygentubes...

Fela:Heyman

Refa:(lowvoice)Canihavewater...

Felagrabbedabottleofwaterandputastraw



inhismouth..

Fela:Drink...

Refaslowlydrunkaseveryswallowbecame

moreandmorepainful,hestoppedandsighed

puttinghisarm alonghisforehead...

Refa:Idon'tknowhowtofaceeveryone

Fela:Weallhadanembarrassingmomentin

ourlives,thisisnothingtobeembarrassed

about.Facethem likeaknewman,idon'tcare

whatdecisionyoutakebutwhateveritisI'm

behindyou.Iknowwhoilikeforyoubutyour

happinesscomesfirstandwhoeveryoudecide

tobewithI'llrespectthem.Godgaveyou

anotherchancesouseitwisely.Takeyourtime

withthepsychologistserioustoosoyoucan



maketherightdecision...

Felafixedhissheetstuckingthem in...

AtRefa'sHouse...

LaterthatafternoonCharitytearfullysatonthe

bedandsighedthoughtfully,afteragoodlong

10minutesshepackedherbagsandher

children'sbelongings.Hermothercalled...

Charity:Hello?

Her:Kooreobonaodirilesenteontshotamo

bathongjaana?

Charity:Mamathosepeoplemistreatedyou,

stopdefendingthem.

Her:Andyetyoustillwanttodatetheirson,



howdoyouthinktheywilltreatyou?Andyou

heardthem,theywon'tlettheirsonmarryyou.I

tookcareofthatboy,hemaynotremember

becausehewasjustalittleboybutiwashedhis

underwearsandfedhim,nowyouwanttomarry

him?

Charity:NobodyevenknowsI'm notDube'sreal

daughter

Her:Butiknow,iknowandI'm notanobody

Charity:Whataboutmydaughtersmama?

Her:Youwillexplaintothem whenthey're

grown.Idon'tliketheBandafamilyandthey're

notgoodforyou.

Charity:Yourwishescametrue,hedoesn't

wanttoseemeandhelovesadoctor,his

motherlovesthatwomantooandiguessthey

convincedthewholefamily.Suddenlyeveryone

forgotaboutmeandmydaughtersbutit'sfine.

I'm asurvivorandI'llteachmydaughtersthey



canbehappywithoutaman.

Her:Eelethim goandavoidthestresshis

familywillcauseyou.It'snotyourfaultandit's

nothisfault,youdon'thavetofighttopartways

afterallyou'resiblings.

Charity:It'sfine,I'llswitchoffmyfeelingslikea

bulb.IhopewhenI'm skinnyanddepressed

everyonewillbehappy.

Her:Iwillbehappyyou'redoingtherightthing

becauseeventuallyyou'lladapt.It'sjustlikean

addiction,onceyoustopyouhavewithdrawal

symptomseventuallyyou'refineandhealthy.

Charity:Bye

ShehungupanddialedRefaagainbuthis

numberwasn'tavailable.Shezippedherbags

andloadedthem inherquantum...



AFEW DAYSLATER...

*

*

*

*

*

SinfulDuty
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AttheBandaHouse....

LaterthateveningRefa'smotherandfathersat

onthefrontporchunderthefrontlighthaving

tea,RonaandCarlywalkedincarryingtheir

fraternaltwins,MaBandaputherteadownand

receivedthelittlegirl...



MmaBanda:Mankhibinkhibi?Nkhibi?

Sheputheronlapasthelittleboyclimbedon

hisgrandpa.RonapulledthechairforChelsea

andshesatdownastheygreetedoneanother.

Rona:IthinkimighthavemadeRefa'sstate

worsebyfiringhim butireallydidn'tmeanit,i

saidittohurthim.Ithoughthewillhumble

himselfandlistentomyadvicebuthejust

walkedoutandsaidhealwaysknewI'dfirehim.

Somethingineverthoughtofdoingbecause

thereisnomewithouthim,ihavebrothersbut

Refaismyclosest.Theoneialwaysleanon

whentimesarehard...IwasjusttellingCarly

thatireallywishRefawillbelieveme

Banda:Weallmademistakes,ihandledthis

thewrongway...Iletmyemotionstakeover.

Yourmotherwasonmyearlikeamosquito



MmaBanda:I'm atfaultnow?

Banda:No,you'renot...TotawenaGodcreated

youasanadvisor...Awifeisherhusband's

advisorbutthedecisionwasuponmyself.I

shouldhavesatRefadownandtalkedtohim

mantomannotbashhim.Iexpectedwaytoo

muchfrom him inashortperiodoftime.

Honestlyistilldon'tbelievesheismine,just

thathermothersayssoandyourmother

believesher.Refamighthavereceivedwrong

results,whatifsomethinghappenedatthelab

thenhehidthewrongpositiveresultsthinking

they'recorrect.Toavoidasinfulacthehidthem

wheninactualfactthereisn'tanyrelations.

MmaBanda:Stoptryingtofindacornerina

circle,thisgirlisyourdaughterandthesekids

needtostop.

Rona:ButPapaisn'titpossibletolethim marry

hersincewearelate?Ifeelveryguiltythathe

lovesherenoughtokillhimselfforher,lethim



dowhatheseesbestGodwilljudgenotus

Carly:Anditstoolatebecausechildrenare

involved.Backathomewehavefertilityclinics

wherepeopledonatespermsforcouplesthat

can'tconceive,onemancandonatesperm for

aboutsixmonthsstraight,thesechildrenend

upmeetingasadultsbecausetheygrowupin

thesamecity.Nothinghappenstheyjustget

marriedbecausesociallifeismoreimportant

thanbiological.Afatherthatraisedachild

deservesmoreappreciationthanamanthat

donatedsperm,MrDubeisCharity'sfather.

Let'snottakeawayhishonour.

MmaBanda:Whitepeoplehavetheirwayand

wehaveourway

Oarabile'sPorschestoppedandtheypaused

talkinglookingatOarabileandNatashawalking

over...



MmaBanda:RJ!?

Theygreetedthem andsatdown...

Oarabile:Ijustwantedtoletyouknowthati

talkedtotheofficialsaboutliftingthebanand

theyagreed.Imadethem understandthat

you'realsoworried,nowtheirworryisthatyou

willstressRefabutIpromisedtotalktoyou

abouthavinganargumentwithhim.Wecan't

ignorethatwhatthey'redoingleCharityis

wrongandheshouldbetoldheiswrongbut

don'tpushhim toohard,thisdoesn'tmeanyou

shouldnowtellhim hecanmarrythesister

becauseitwillbeastepback.Sticktoyourfirst

wordbutbenicer,havementaladvantageover

him.Heisapatientwithsuicidalthoughtsso

pleasebenice



MmaBanda:Ofcoursemygirl,wewillfollow

theinstructionstohavehim backhomeintime..

Oarabile:Andhealsosayshedoesn'twantto

seeanyofyoubecauseyoudisownedhim but

I'llhandlethatone,I'lltalktohim...him andiare

closeandwehaveanunderstanding.I'm even

consideringtolethim staywithmeforawhile

whenhegetsdischarged.

Carly:Charitywouldlovetotakecareofhim,

don'tworry

Oarabile:Hecan'tgobacktoherwhenweare

tryingtohelphim seethelight,what'stheuse

ofgoingtoarehabifyou'regoingtodrinkagain?

Hecan'tgobacktoCharity.

MmaBanda:Ithinkyourhouseisbetter.When

ishegettingdischarged?

Oarabile:I'llconfirm itbecauseheisnowup

andtalking,heisbreathingfinetoo.

Banda:I'dliketotalktoRefafirst,idon'twantto



makedecisionsforhim likeheisababy.He

mightevenbeoffended...Let'stalktohim first

andasmuchasIwanthim andCharitytotake

timeapartidon'twantthiswholethingto

escalate.Let'sallowhim todecidewhereto

stay

Oarabile:Eerra,thatisprobablythebestway.

MmaBanda:Buthewillcomestaywithyoufor

afewdays,heneedstobreathadifferentairto

seethingsclearly.

Rona'sphonerang..

Rona:Hello?

Principal:(panting)HiRona,pleasehelpme...I

thinkmyhusbandishavingaheartattack.We

werehavingsexandhejustgrabbedhischest.

Pleasehurry,driveustothehospital



Rona:I'm nothome,pleasecalm downanddrag

him tothecarifyoucan

Principal:Youknowheisheavy,pleasehurry.

Theotherneighboursaren'there

Rona:Ok,I'm coming(hungupandstood)My

neighbourisgoingintocardiacarrest,I'llbe

back

Hetookoutthecarkeysandleft....

AtCharity'snewhouse...

LaterthateveningCharitypackedherthingson

thelowerkitchenshelvessittingonthefloor

whilemusicplayed,herdaughtersplayedbyher

sidewhilePillarhandedhersomeofthethings..



ShepausedandpickedthephonecallingCarly...

Carly:Hello?

Charity:Hey,haveyouheardfrom Refa?Howis

herecovering?

Carly:HeisfineandheisupbutOarabileis

heretotalkabouthim,sheisplanningtotake

him toherhouse.

Charity:IyooI'm wastingmytime

Carly:Don'tlosehope

Charity:Amanknowswhoheloves,ifRefa

lovesmehewillcomeformeandifhedoesn't

it'sok,I'm happyhegavemetwobeautiful

daughters.TheycompletemeandI'llnotlet

thatdoctorenjoysteppingoverme.I'dratherbe

singlethanfightforman.

Carly:Iunderstand,letmegosheiswalkingin.

Thisgirlisreallyforcingherwayinhislife.It's



notfunny

Charity:(laughed)Bye

Shehungupandswitchedoffherphone.…

Atthehospital....

LaterthateveningOarabilewalkedintheward

withaplasticoffoodandplacedthem onthe

shelf,Refalookedatherandsmiledstill

confinedintheneckbrace.

Refa:Hi

Oarabile:Hey,howareyou?

Refa:Gettingbetterbytheday,itsbeentwo

dayswhenam igettingout?

Oarabile:AssoonasyourBPisnormalandthe



personcounsellingyouissureyou'refitenough

tobeonyourownbuticanpullafewstrings

andtakeyoutomyhouseificonvincethem I'll

lookafteryou.Itwillbeanofftherecordthing

sowewillreallyhavetopretendforadayor

two,that'sifyou'rereallytiredofthishospital

Refa:Okjustdowhatyouhavetodo,iwantto

getoutofhere.Haveyoucheckedmyphonein

thecar?Felasaysitsnotthere.

Oarabile:It'snotthere

Refa:IwanttocallCharityandfindouthowshe

tookthis.Maybesheisn'tasangryasithink

Oarabile:Youmadehersleepwithherbrother

unknowingly,howdoyouthinkshewillfeel?

Givehertimetoadjustallthese,lewenayou

likepokingpeople.Younevergivepeopletime

todigest,shecouldevenreportyoufordoing

this.Youwerewrongtowithholdsuch

information.



Refa:You'reright,sheobviouslyneedstime.

Charity:AndIwasn'tignoringyou,iwas

workingandthingscanbebusyinthehospital

mokepalelwngkegoarabamogala.

Refa:Iunderstand..

Oarabile:So...Youreallysleptwithyourlittle

sister?That'sgrouseevenforyousicko

Refa:(laughed)Iknewyou'drubthisonmyface

Oarabile:Imeanreally?That'slikehavingsex

withFela,meaningifyouweregayyou'dbe

attractedtoFela

Refa:(laughed)Thisisdifferent,ididn'tgrowup

withher.Sowhereisyourboyfriend?Iknowyou

weredoingallthattouchytouchytogetme

dumpedandgobacktohim.

Oarabile:Ihaven'thadaboyfriendinthree

years

Refa:Really?Howcomeyou'renotdepressed,



nnagaketsamayamogo3yearskehaekare

nkaswahaelegakebonaMuhammedeyeses

Oarabile:(laughed)I'm sorryforhurtingyou

mmekanaisaidnosurprises

Refa:(laughed)Tsekyoushouldhavesaid

"stupididon'tloveyou",thatwouldhavebeen

moreclearerthan"nosurprises".

Oarabile:Yeahbutiwasenjoyingyourattention,

sorry(stoodup)Letmegotalktosomeoneand

dischargeyou

Refa:Ok

Shewalkedout...

*

*

Minuteslatershewalkedbackinwithhis

medicalcardandcheckedhim forthelasttime

asanursestoodbyputtingongloves...



Oarabile:OkMrBanda,I'm dischargingyou.

You'llcollectyourmedicationatthedispensary.

Nurse:Thedispensaryisclosedatthistimeso

collectthem tomorrow

Refa:Thankyou...

Oarabile:Howareyoufeeling?Anycomplaints?

Refa:No,I'm ok..

Shefinishedfillingupthepapersandhanded

thenursewhogaveRefa'shisbeforequickly

walkingout..

Oarabile:Alright,let'sgo

Refa:That'sit?

Oarabile:(smiled)

Refa:(laughed)Wowlifeissoeasywhenyou



haveababymamawhoissmarthey,I'llnever

sleepadayinthehospitalunlessI'm really

fuckedup

Oarabile:(laughed)Mxm let'sgo...

MinuteslatertheywalkedoutasRefawalked

slowlywithaneckbrace..

Refa:Soyou'lldropmehomeright?

Oarabile:Ithoughtweagreedyoustaywithme

foradayortwo,don'tgetmeintroublewiththe

socialworker.Whatifyoutrytokillyourself

again?Iwanttomakesureyou'refine.

Refa:RabiCharityis-

Oarabile:Aorra,iputmyjobonthelineo

mpolelelaCharity?Pleasebefair,youdidn'tsay

hernameinsidebutnowyou'reoutandyou

changeyourstory?Idon'twanttolosemyjob..



Refa:(sighed)Ok,ok,let'sgo..Iguessi

misunderstoodyou.Ithoughtyou'lldropme

home

Oarabile:I'lldothattomorroworadayafter

tomorrow.

Refa:(sighed)Ok,let'sgo..Itsfine.

Hegotinthecarthenshedroveoff..

*

*

*

SinfulDuty
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AtOarabile'sHouse...



ThenextmorningRefaslowlygotupand

reachedforhisshirt,hecouldheartheshower

runninginthemasterbedroom,heslowlyput

onhispantswithastraightheldintactbythe

neckbrace.

Heslowlyputonhisshoesandfixedthebed

puttingthepillowsproperlythenOarabile

knockedonhisdoor..

Refa:Comein

Shewalkedinwrappingherselfwithatoweland

frownedsurprised..

Oarabile:Whyareyouputtingonyourshoes?

Refa:Iwasn'tsurewhattimeyou'releavingi

justwantedtobeready,iwanttocatcharide.



Oarabile:Ithoughtyou'llstayadaykanayou

justspentanight

Refa:Yeahbutineedtofacemyfamily,trying

tocommitsuicideisoneofthedumbestthings

ihaveeverdone.Ineedtostartapplyingfor

jobs,ihave4kidstosupportsoineedtostop

seeingthingsfrom onesideonly.Mostofalli

needmyphone.Ican'tstaywithoutmyphone

Oarabile:Ok,noproblem.Aren'tyoubathing?

Refa:No,I'llbathathome

Oarabile:Ok,letmemakebreakfastforyou...

Refa:It'stooearlyforbreakfast,getdressedso

wecango

Oarabile:No,you'resickyouneedsomething..

Oarabilewalkedinthekitchenfixingher

earningsasherhighheelsechoedonthetile.

Shequicklymadeacupofteaandglanced



backbeforeaddingafewspecialingredients

andmixingwithaspoon.

Shefriedtheeggs,viannasandbaconthenshe

knockedinthespareroom wereRefawas

sittingonthebedbuttoningthesleevesofhis

shirt...

Refa:Wowthatwasfast..

Sheplacedthetrayonthebedthenshehanded

him thecupoftea..

Oarabile:I'm goingtofinishupinmyroom,call

mewhenyou'redone.

Refa:Sure



MeanwhileNatashafinishedputtingonher

uniform andhelpedherlittlebrother..

Bambino:IhearDaddy'svoice

Natasha:(laughedbrushinghishair)You're

right...

Theybothraisedtothebedroom buttherewas

noone,theyturnedtothespareroom and

bumpedonOarabile..

Bambino:Dad!

Refa:(smiled)HeylittlemanWhatsApp?

Natashastoodatthedoorholdingtheframe

lookingatRefaashechattedwithBambino,

Refaturnedlookingathim andsmiled..



Refa:Comehere,whyareyoustandingthere?

Natasha:Whydon'tyoulovemeanymore?

Refa:Comehere...Iloveyouwhatdoyoumean?

Natasha:Younevertakemewhenyoutake

Bambino

Refa:I'm sorry,ididn'tthinkyou'denjoymy

companybutyou'llalwaysbemyfirstborn.

You'reMSBandaandiloveyoumorethan

anyone..

Natasha:(smiled)Evenmama?

Refa:(smiled)You'renumberone!

Natasha:(giggled)Ok..Canishowyoumy

composition?Itwasaboutmyfather..Igot90%,

theguidanceandcounsellingteacherwas

calledandsheaskedmeifitwasreal.



Sherantoherroom andcamebackwithher

testpaperwhichshehandedRefa.

Refa:Thanks,I'llreaditaftereating

SheandhermotherwalkedoutwhileBambino

tookabiteoutofhisfoodandsippedthetea..

Bambino:(sippedagain)Mmhh...Sogood..

Oarabilewalkedinandquicklytookthecup..

Oarabile:Bambinodon'tdrinkDaddy'stea,

yoursisinthekitchen.Heisnotfeelingwellso

wecan'teathisfood.

Bambino:Ok



HeranoutthenRefacontinuedeating...

AtFela'shouse...

Onthesamemorningbrushedhisteethandput

onsimpleclothesthenhegotinthecarand

droveoffdialingOarabile...

Oarabile:Hello?

Fela:Hi,washedischargedlastnight?

Oarabile:Yesheisinhisroom.

Fela:Alright,noproblem.I'm goingtobuyhim a

cellphone.Iwonderwherethecellphoneis

causethepoliceneverfounditbutthatboyis

waytoogoodtostealaphone,someonetookit.

Oarabile:Idon'tknowbutyoucancallhim on

mineanytime.



Fela:I'llpassbybeforenoon

Oarabile:Callmefirstbecausehesaidhewas

goingsomewhereplusmygategetslocked.

Fela:Willletyouknow.(Principalscallcame

through)Bye..(picked)Hello?

Principal:(tearfully)Myhusband...Myhusband

-

Fela:(heartskipped)Pleasetellmeyoudeleted

ourconversation

Principal:Ididbuthepassedon,wewere

havingsexandthenhewascummimgnext

thinghejustfrozeandcollapsedontopofme

Fela:(laughed)Wait-what?Hediedcumming-

(regretfullystoppedlaughing)I'm sorry,hehad

aheartattackduetosex?

Principal:Yes...

Fela:I'm sorry,I'm sureyou'llfindanotherold

man.Don'tworry,I'm reallysorry



Principal:Ican'tbelieveheisgone...

Fela:I'm sorry,didhehaveinsuranceor

something?

Principal:Yes,

Fela:Atleastyouwon'tstruggletobuythe

coffin

Principal:Truebutiwasthinkingofgettingyou

anewcarsinceyousaidyoudon'treallylike

thatone.

Fela:Babeno,comeon.Payyourbillsandstuff..

Principal:Idon'thaveanydebts,allmychildren

aregrownandsupportingthemselves.Thelast

bornisolderthanyouwithjustayearso...Let

meloveyou..

Fela:(sighed)You'regrieving...Forgetmefora

minuteanddothefuneralthing.

Principal:ok

Fela:I'llcallyoulaterok?



Principal:Ok

HehungupandsigheddialingRona...

Rona:Yeah

Fela:Sinceyoufirepeoplebasedonpersonal

reasonsithinkit'sbestiquitnowandfinda

stablejobbeforeweargueaboutafootball

scorethenigetfired.

Rona:Ididn'tmeanthat,howmanytimesdoI

havetosaythis?

Fela:Youdon'tplaylikethat,idon'tbelieveyou

soI'm quitting.I'm goingtocallyobareng

PastorRotlheyoleleeneandtellhim thesame

thing.Lenaleshitbanna,youcan'ttakeour

personalfightstotheofficeyou'replayingdirty.

You'renotsupposedtobetooinvolvedin

anyone'srelationship.Leratagoitiragoodbut



youhaveyoursinstoo.

Rona:Soyou'redestroyingBandaconstructions

becauseofonemistake?Imakeonemistake

thenyouquit?

Fela:1mistakethatalmostcostmeabrother,

no.I'lltypemyletterandsubmittomorrow.

Hehungup....

AtOarabile'sHouse....

MeanwhileNatashaandBambinorushedtothe

carcarryingtheirschoolbagswhileOarabile

closedherbedroom doorandopenedRefa's

door.Hewaslyingdownonthebed..

Oarabile:Refa?Refa?



Hedidn'trespond,shetookoffhisshoesand

laidhim downonthebedthensheundressed

him andpulledasheetoverhiswaist.She

pausedlookingathissmoothdefinedlipsthen

shekissedhim,sheFrenchkissedhim and

caressedhischeekgoingdownhisbeardchin

andkissedhisforehead..

Oarabile:You'recuteeveninyoursleep...

Sheputhishandonherthighandfixedhis

watchproperlytheshetookapictureand

walkedoutclosingthedoor.Shegotinthecar

andsentCharityafriendrequestbeforeposting

thepicturewiththecaption"Wehavebeen

throughalot,hurtinnocentpeoplewhom we

thoughtwecouldloveonlytobedrawnback

togetheragain.MayGodforgiveforweweren't



surenowweare,Iloveyoualways."

AtCharity'soffice...

Charitystoodinherheelsandpushedherhair

backbeforecollectinghertenderdocuments

andputtingthem inanenvelope.Shegrabbed

herphoneandquantum keysonherwayoutto

bindthedocumentswiththeothers.

AsshesteppedinthecarshegotaFacebook

notification,sheclickedonthefriendrequest

andsighedthoughtfullythensheaccepteditto

seethiswoman'sintentions.Shejumpedinthe

caranddrovetotheinternetcafé.

Oncethereshewaitedbythechairwhilethey

bindthedocuments,Oarabile'spostpopped



with300likesand98commentswithinanhour.

Shecouldn’tunderstandifitwasbecauseshe

isadoctororpeoplejustlovedtheir

relationship,shewassureitwasRefa'shand..

Hehadthemostcleanandsmartlooking

fingernailsshewouldnevermistakeforanyone.

SheLikedherpostandpassedonlikenothing

justhappened...

Shedialedtheoldestofherworkerswhoalso

happenedtobeherassistant..

Her:Hello?

Charity:Himorningma'am

Her:Goodmorningboss

Charity:Iwanttotaketimeoffandtravelwith

mygirls,ihaveneverbeenonaplanebefore..I

wanttodothreethingsihaven'tdone.Iwantto



getonaplane,iwanttoseetheoceanandi

wanttotakemykidstoawaterparkitResort

withallsortsofswings,slidesandeverything.

Her:(smiled)Wow

Charity:Ithinkit'stimeithankedmyselfforthe

hardwork,assoonasisubmittedthistender

documentsI'm going,theofficewillbeonyour

handsandyouwillhavetoputanothercleaner

onyourpostsothatyoucanpicktheoffice

calls.

Her:Chose!I'llbethebossenjoyingtheair

conditioner

Charity:(laughed)Yesbosslady,thankyou.

Her:Heyenjoyyourself.

Charity:Iwill

Shehungupanddialedthepreschool....



Atthehospital...

LayerisathatmorningOarabile'sphonerang

asshefinishedattendingapatient,shewalked

inanotherroom andpickedthecallfrom

school..

Oarabile:Hello?

Voice:HiitsBambino'steacher,howareyou?

Oarabile:I'm good,what'sgoingon?

Her:Bambinoissleeping,abnormallykoore

evenwhenitrytowakehim hisheadjustfalls

andhesnores,didn'thesleeplastnightkana

somethingiswrong?

Oarabile:Jesus,itoldhim togetonespoon6of

allergexthismorning,hemusthavetakenmore.

Childrenlovethatmedicine

Her:(laughed)Waiikeone,omongatilegore



wena

Oarabile:Shouldicomegethim?Hewillbefine

though

Her:(laughed)Ifit'sanallergexithinkhewillbe

finekerayabasedonmyexperiencewithkids,i

cantellhim tosleeponthesickroom,afew

hoursshouldbeok,akere?You'rethedoctor,

youdecide

Oarabile:Yeah,sickbedisok.Hewillbefine.

Her:Ok,bye

ShehungupthenFelacalled..

Oarabile:Hello?

Fela:Hi,igotRefaatemporaryphone,whereis

he?

Oarabile:Heleftthehouse,I'm notsureifhe



wentbacktohishouseorwhatbuthesaidhe

willcallmeaftergettingthephone.

Fela:Ohok,shap.

Oarabile:Bye..

Shehungupandlookedatthetime..

AtOarabile'sHouse....

HourslaterRefaslowlygotupfrom thebedand

rubbedhisheavyhead,abitdisorientatedhe

removedtheneckbraceandtappedaround

lookingforhisphonelikeheusuallydideach

morninguntilherealisedhewashome.

Hegotupandwalkedinthebathroom wherehe

peedandwashedhisfaceoverthesinkthenhe



rememberedeverythingespeciallytheneck

injury.Hejumpedholdinghisneckandswung

aroundlookingforhisbrace,hewentbackto

theroom andpickeditupthenhepausedjust

beforeputtingiton.Hisneckwaspainfulyes

butitwasstrongenoughtofunctiononhisown.

ThedooropenedthenOarabilewalkedin...

Oarabile:Hey,areyouok?

Refa:Hey,whathappened?I'm sleepy..

Oarabile:Really?Haveaseatbeforeyoufall..

Heslowlysatdownthenshehandedhim a

bottleofwater...

Oarabile:Havethis...Drinkwater,you'llbefine



Hegrabbedthebottleanddrunkthewaterthen

Oarabileglancedatthetime..

Oarabile:Ok,letmeeatsomethinginthe

kitchenanddriveyoubackhome.

Refa:Alright,thanks...I'llwaitonthecouch..

TheywalkedoutwhereRefasatonthecouch

whileOarabilechangedintoashortdress

beforegoinginthekitchencooking.Aboutan

hourlaterRefastoodupandslowlywalkedto

thekitchenwherehestoodbythedoorlooking

ather....

Oarabile:Areyouok?



Heswallowedasshebentoverscratchingher

toe,herwholeshavedpussygotexposed

makingthingsworseforhim,hisdickgoteven

harderandhisimaginationranwild,therewas

somuchhecoulddowithhersomuchhe

alwayswantedtodobutcontrolledit,forsome

reasonnowhejustwantedher..

Oarabile:Refatalktome,you'rescaringme..

HetouchedhercheekandsoftlyFrenchkissed

herashishardrockbonerliftedhispantsthen

shepushedhim offbuthedesperatelygrabbed

herarm...

Oarabile:Refawhatareyoudoing?

Refa:Babelisten...Iloveyou,ijustwantyou

rightnow..



Oarabile:No

Refa:Please,I'lldowhateveryouwant...Let's

justdoitonceagain,justonce

Oarabile:No..I'm goingtoBath

Shepressedthelastbuttonbytakingoffher

dressremainingnudethenshewalkedout

swingingherbutt,Refagrabbedherarm and

turnedheraroundkissingherasshepushed

him off.Hepickedherupfrom behindand

carriedhertothebedroom asshekickedand

cried,hedroppedheronthebedthenshe

turnedonherstomachcrawlingaway.

Oarabile:(crying)Refastop!Idon'twanttodo

this,nowlikethis...

Refagrabbedherlegandslidheroverashe



pulleddownhispantswiththeotherhand,he

gotbetweenherlegsandputhishandoverher

mouth...

Refa:(angrily)Don'tmakemehurtyou...

Withhishandoverhermouthhegrabbedhis

blackharddickand#Removed...

*

*

*

*

*

.

.
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AtOarabile'sHouse...

-pulledherhairandbitthebackofherneck

whilehethrustherhard,hegaveherthelast

strokeandpumpedhiscum insideherasshe

heavedfacingtheceiling,hefinallyletgoofher

hairandpulledoutsteppingbackrelieved...

Sheputherhandsoverherfaceandburstinto

tears,likehehadjustreleasedwhateverwas

insidehim andbithislowerliprealisingwhathe

haddone.

Hegrabbedherarm andturnedaroundhugging

herbothofthem sweatingashissemen

streameddownherthighs...



Refa:I'm sorry,ididn'tmeantodothat..

Oarabile:(crying)YourapedmeRefa!

Shepulledoffandlockedherselfinthe

bedroom whilehestoodthereknocking...

Refa:Rabi?

Oarabile:(crying)I'm callingthepolice!You

can'tusemeandwalkofflikenothing

happened.

Refa:I'm notwalkingoff,babepleaseopenthe

door.

Hepacedupanddownthenhecamebackto

thedoorandputhisforeheadonthedoor

knocking..



Refa:Rapeisaseriousoffence,ifyoumake

suchallegationsI'm goingtojailandnowadays

youcan'tdropthecharges,magistratescan

refuse,pleaseopenthedoor..

Oarabile:(crying)Pleasegetout...

Refa:(knocking)Rabi?Pleaseopenthedoor,

wecantalkaboutthis...I'm nottryingtomake

excusesbutithinktheygavemesomethingI'm

allergictoorsomething.Ihaveneverfeltthe

wayifeltjustbeforewehad,iwasburningand

itwashardtocontrolmyself.Ithinkthereis

somethingonmysystem...

Alarmedshepausedcryingandopenedthe

door,Refawalkedinandheldbothofherhands

lookinginhereyes..



Refa:I'm sorry,Ididn’tmeantoscareyoulike

that

Oarabile:It'sfine.

Refa:No,it'snotfine...Youbroughtmehere

becauseyoutrustedmeandididthis,I'm sorry.

Thekidscouldhavewalkedinanytimeandsaw

allthat..

Oarabile:It'sfine,youcangotoCharity.I'llbe

fine.Iwassavingmyselfforthemaniwill

marrybutitsfine

Refa:Rabistop,I'm notleavingyoualone..Can

wegotakeabath?

Oarabile:Ok..

Refa:Butineedtogocutmycardandbuya

phone

Oarabile:Um...Yes...(grabbedherhandbag)I

foundyourphone,thescreeniscrackedbutit

looksfine.



Refa:Thanks,ialsoneedtoseehowmycaris

Oarabile:Felatookittothemechanicandhe

saidtheyfixedit.

Refa:Weshouldgotalktothatlittleguywho

savedme..Ihavealottodo.Ican'tstayindoors

forever,ihaveacompanytoruntoo,thereisso

muchtodo.

Oarabile:Iunderstand,let'sgoandbath

Theywalkedinthebathroom....

AttheAirport...

LaterthatafternoonChelseaandAusten

walkedoutwhileRotlheandSeshawalked

behindthem,ChelsearecognisedRotlheand

pausedholdingherhusband'sarm..



Chelsea:Wait..Let'ssayhitohim,heisRJ's

uncle

Theguysstoppedandshookhands..

Rotlhe:Hi..

Chelsea:Hey,thisismyhusbandAustin,babe

thisisRotlhe

Rotlhe:Thisismywife,babeyouknowRJ's

motherright?

Sesha:Nicetomeetyou.

Theyallshookhandsandexchangedafew

jokesstandinginfrontoftheairportholding

theirbags...



Chelsea:Congratulationsonthewedding

Rotlhe:Thanks,youtoo

Chelsea:Ihavebeenmarriedfor2years

Rotlhe:(laughed)No,howcomeweneverheard?

Chelsea:(laughed)Idon'tknow,butRefaand

Oarabilearedatingright?SurelyshetoldRefa

Rotlhe:They'renotdating,whydoyousaythat?

Chelsea:IsawherpostonFacebook,bythe

wayhowisCharitydoing?(toAustin)Charityis

thegirlRabiaskedmetopoisonwithantifreeze

Rotlhe:What?

Austin:(laughed)Babeyou'regoingtogetinto

trouble(puthisarmsaroundChelsea)She

didn'tpoisonherthough,shechangedhermind.

Rotlhe:Whenwasthis?

Austin:Yousaidshewaspregnantright?

Chelsea:Theytoldmeitwasabortionpillsina



drink,ihopeCharitynevercomesclosetoher.

Rotlhe:Wow...Ididn’tknowthat

Chelsea:Waiikediotsabogologolo..Anyways

nicetalkingtoyou

Rotlhe:Thanks,nicemeetingyouAustin

Austin:Youtoobuddy,byeMrsBanda

Sesha:Bye

Chelsea:ByeMrsBanda

Sesha:Bye

Theyparted,RotlheandSeshalookedatone

another...

AtOarabile'sHouse...

LateronRefaquietlysatontheedgeofthe



whileOarabilelaidonthebed,hetouchedher

handandpressedhisphonewiththeother

hand..

Refa:Heybabe,areyouhome?

Charity:Firstdon'tusewordslikebabeunless

you'retryingtomakemelookfoolish.I'm notat

yourhouse,imovedoutbecauseyouand

OarabiledecidedI'm notgoodforyourhealth.

Refa:Whatdoyoumean?

Charity:Iwasstressedyoutriedtocommit

suicide,istoodmygroundaboutusbutyou

partneredwithOarabileandevenbannedme

from visitingyouinthehospital.Isawthe

FacebookPostofyourhandonherthightoo,

justbreakme.I'llbefine

Refa:Idon'tevenknowwhattosay,inever

bannedyouandiwasnevertoldanything,i

thoughtyoudidn'tcomebecauseofthefake



results

Charity:Idon'tcareaboutthatbutI'm

disappointedyoucheatedonme

Refa:Babeididn’tcheat

Oarabile:Areyouok?

Refa:Yeah,I'm finebabe

Oarabile:Youlookserious

Refa:I'm fine

Charity:Soyou'renotatherhouse?Youdidn't

havesexwithher?

Refa:Wherearemydaughters?

Charity:Changingthetopic?Wow

Refa:Whereareyou?

Charity:I'm headingtotheairport,I'm travelling



withmychildren

Refa:Howwithoutmysignature?

Oarabile:Whoareyoutalkingto?

Refa:Noone..

Rotlhe:Hey,thankGodyou'reonline.

Refa:Fuckyou

Rotlhe:ChelseajusttoldmeOarabilealmost

poisonedCharity,shetoldmethisinfrontof

herhusbandwhoseemedtoknowaboutit,

Seshaevenheardhertoo.ShegaveChelsea

antifreezetopoisonCharity.

Refaslowlyputhiscrackedphonedownand

sighedrubbinghisfacethenhefacedOarabile...



Refa:Tellmeabouttheantifreezeyougave

Chelsea..

Heleanedbackandlookedatherasherheart

pounded....

*

*

*

*

*
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AtOarabile'sHouse...

Oarabile:You'reprobablynotgoingtobelieve



meandiunderstandwhybutiactuallyasked

Steventobuyhallucigenicpills.Ifthatwentwell,

iwasgoingtocontinueblackmailingChelsea

intogivinghermorepillssoshecanactcrazy

thenyoudumpher.Ihadexhaustedevery

optionicouldthinkofandinmymindthatwas

theonlythingicoulddotoeliminatemy

competitorsoicouldgettheprice.Onlyafter

Chelseatoldmetearfullythatshecouldn't

believeiwantedtousehertocommitmurder

didirealiseStevenwascrazy,hesaidhe

thoughtitwasperfectbecauseiwasfaraway

andiwouldn'tbethesuspect,hewastalking

CISlanguagetalkingabouthewehewethey

wouldn'tknowthemotiveforsuchacrime

becauseaccordingtoeveryoneihadrejected

yousoiwassafe.ItoldStevennottoevertalk

tomeagain.

Refalookedatherquietlyassheleanedagainst



theheadboard..

Refa:Youdruggedmethismorningdidn'tyou?

Therewassilenceashereyesfilledwithtears...

Refa:Rabiwee?

Oarabile:Mmh?

Refa:Oskankarabaoremmh

Oarabile:Raa?

Refa:Youknowidon'tbeatwomenright?Have

ieverbeatenyou?

Oarabile:No

Refa:Haveyoueverheardanyofmyexsorany

womanibeenwithsayingibeather?

Oarabile:No



Refa:IoncedustedChelsea,iwasn'tbeating

heriwasjustdustingherbutshewasallred

andswollen.Gaagobolelelanakoyateng?

Oarabile:No

Refa:Gagoratelebotshelohaelegoregaise

agobolelelegorenkilekamothothorelago

phapha.Mypointisidon'teverwanttosee

myselfinapositionwhereihavetobeata

woman,myfatherisnotawomanbeatersowe

wereraisedtovalueandrespectawoman's

bodybutwhenawomandoeswhatyoudoshe

makesmeloseallmymorals.SoI'm goingto

askyouagain,ifyoukeepquietorlieI'm going

toshakeyourbrainalittle.(tookadeepbreath)

Didyoudrugmethismorning?Becauseigot

dressedallreadytogothenyougavemefood,

mylastmemoryisfeelingverysleepywhile

holdingthetrayandfinallyfallingasleep.Did

you?

Oarabile:Yes,imixedsleepingpillswith



anxietypills

Refa:Andthatwateryoucamewithhad

somethinginitright?Becauseistartedfeeling

funnywhilesittingonthecouchlessthanan

hourafterdrinkingthewater,beforeyouarrived

homeiwasfine.Youdruggedmeright?

Oarabile:Yes

Refastoodupandrubbedhisfacestandingby

thebed..

Refa:(calmly)WantalelaRabiwabona?Koore

youcanjustplaymelikeafool,it'sfunnyhow

myneckbracecameoffandI'm justfine,don't

youthink?

Oarabile:Iwantedyoutothinkyouneedme

Refa:Wantalelawabona?Gaontshabeakere

babe?



Hewassocalmlyshefinallybegunrelaxingas

shelookedupathim whilehestoodbythebed..

Oarabile:It'snotthatgakegotshabe

Refa:Keeng?

Oarabile:Gagona

Refa:MmegaontshabeRabi,hanneontshaba

kanankabeosalekelamogoCharity,drugging

meandfoolingmethroughout.Golomoogo

supagorewannyatsa,isitbecauseicryforyou

mylove?

Oarabile:(relaxedshetuckedherhairbehind

herearexposinghersmoothcheek)No

Refa:(calmlyunbuttonedhissleeves)Icriedfor

youbecauseidon'tknowhowtosuppressmy

loveforyou,ihaveneverbeentaughtwhatto

dowhenican'thaveawomaniwantandthe



painisunbearable.Idon'tknowhowotherguys

managetosuppressallthatshitbutthis

doesn'tmakestupid...(calmlyfoldinghisleft

sleeve)Itjustmakesmeamanwhocan't

controlhisemotions-andfunnyenough...Love

istheonlyfeelingican'tcontrol-(wiggledhis

headandsmiled)Andmaybesexbutibeatthat

toosoiguessit'sjustlove.(foldinghisright

sleeve)Inanyevent...Youlikeprovokingme,i

haverealisedthataboutyou,(spreadhishand

pointingateachfingerashelistedthem)you

physicallyabuseme,youemotionallyabuseme

andyouhaveevenabusedmesexually...And

youdothisbecausewhenI'm withyouilosemy

man'power'andbecomeweak,igaveyou

powerovermylifeandyou'reabusingit,above

allwantalelahelaRabibecausesalerejolanna

lewenagaisekegokapesoI'm justapussyto

you.Koorekekgaetsekamantsweamangwe

akere?I'm asissyright?



Oarabile:(sighedcalmlyandlookedupathim)

You'renot-

Hisslapflewsofastshejusthearditlandand

echoacrosstheroom,temporarilydizzyshefell

onthebedandcrawledoffthebedtostandat

thecornerstillnakedassherubbedhertears.

Refasteppedbackandslowlyclosedthedoor...

Refa:(wavedherover)Takwano...

Oarabile:I'm sorry,iwillneverdothisagain

Refa:Andjustsoyouknowibelieveyouabout

theantifreeze,iknowyou'recrazybabebut

you'renotakilleratleastnotthen,comehere...

Oarabile:No

Refa:"No"?Nnaketekoo?

Oarabile:No,I'llcome..



Heartpoundingshesteppedonthebedrunning

overandjumpedonhim hugginghim tightlyas

shetried,heputhisarmsaroundhergently

rubbingherback...

Refa:(kissedherneck)Rabi?Youworkedso

hardtobeadoctor,8yearsintomedschool

babewhywouldyoudrugpeople?Mmh?Nego

senaethicskoUKnemylove?

Oarabile:(hugginghim tightlyhidingherface

onhisneck)Neeleteng?

Stillholdingherwaistheslidhishanduptoher

hairandgrabbedahandfulthenhepulledher

off,shestaggeredaroundwithherhandsover

herfaceblockingherfacethenhetouchedher

breast,firstgentlythenheroughlyslappedit,

sheblockedbothherbreastsandheslapped



herfacestillpullingherhairbackwards,hewent

backandforthuntilsheburstintotearsholding

hiswrist..

Refa:(angrily)Letgoofmyhand,don'ttouch

me!Don'ttouchme!I'llshovemyhandinyour

pussyiftouchmeagain,istillhaveyourfucking

shitinmybloodandmyerectionisnotgoing

down.I'llhurtyouandreportyou,icanbe

ruthlesstooifiwant...Ifyoufuckingtouchmy

handI'm shovingitinyourpussy..

Heslappedhercheekstillpullingherhair

backwardswithherfaceupwardsthenhe

grabbedherbreastsqueezingitandforsome

reasonhebegungettingaroused,heslappedit

againandwentbacktoherfaceslappingher

gentlythistimeandtouchingherlipsimagining

hisdickinthatwarm mouth.Hisbonerliftedhis



pantsagainasthatfamiliarwavewashedover

him thenhepushedheronthebedwhereshe

laidcrying.

Refa:Howlongwillthisdrugsbemakingme

feelthisway?

Oarabile:5hours

Refa:Whoam igoingtohavesexwithforthe

next5hoursneOarabile?

Heshookhisheadandrubbedhisface.

Refa:Waitsegoreyou'rethemostselfish

personIhaveevermet.Whatifthisthing

messesupwithmyhealth?(shekeptquiet)Ga

oitsegoratiwawaitse?I'm stillsaddenedby

the5yearsispenttryingtogetyoubackandfix

allthese,youalwayshadbadtimingandtook



everypunishmenttotheextreme.Don'tever

drugpeopleyou'llloseeverythingyouworked

hardfor.Itmaybetoolateforusbutwedon't

havetohateeachother.Ididn’ttrytokill

Muhammeddon'thurtCharity.Iknowit'shard,

trustmeiunderstandyourpainmorethan

anyone...Iknowyou'rescaredyou'llneverbe

loved,ihavebeenthereandtheonlythingidid

wastocryandhopeyoutakemebacktheni

prayedformylovetodieifnotreduce.Tryit,it

works..(sighed)Unlockthedoor,ineedtoleave

beforeihavesexwithyouagain.It'sslowly

takingoveragain...

Oarabile:Thedoorisopen

Hesadlylookedatherforamomentthenhe

walkedoutdialingCharity....

AtthePolicestation...



MeanwhiletheCharitycutthecalllisteningto

thepoliceofficer..

Officer:That’sallicantellyou...Youcan'tleave

thecountrywithouttheotherparent'sconsent,

wearealreadydealingwithcasesofforeign

menthathaveabductedtheirownchildrenand

disappearingwiththem backtotheirhome

countrieswhentheybreakupwithlocalwomen,

verysoonpeoplewillthinkweareincompetent

ifanotherparentcanabductthechildwithout

theother'sconsent,youfollowthenewsakere

youknowtherearechildrenwearelookingfor

whohavebeentakenwithouttheotherparent's

consent?

Charity:Yes

Officer:Oryoucangoandseeasocialworker

sinceyoucan'ttalktothefatherofyour



daughters,isthereanythingelse?

Charity:No

Shestoodupandwalkedoutsideasherphone

rangoverandover...

Charity:Hello?

Refa:Hi,I'm onmywaytothehospital.Oarabile

druggedmeandFelapickedmeup,itsalong

storypleasemeetmeatthehospital..IthinkI'll

gotoaprivate

Charity:Ok

Shehungupthoughtfullyandgotinthecar...

AtSchool...



MeanwhileAkwanawalkedbesidesthe

studentswhiletheywrotetheir,withherphone

onsilencesheloggedonFacebookand

watchedChelseaandAustin'svideos,she

clickedonChelsea'sfoldersandsmiledlooking

atherfamilypicturesreactingwithahearton

eachandeverypictureespeciallythechildren's

picturesthenshecarriedonwithherbrowsing

andstoppedstaringatBaogo'scoverphotoof

Kaeneandthechildrenbuyingice-cream.She

reactedwithaheartcontinuedbrowninguntil

shesawOdirile'sprofilepicture,itwasapicture

ofAkwanasmilingwithaforkonherlips

captioned,"Theoneandonly,shemakesthe

pots"Akwanasighedandtookaseat,see...It

wasn'tthelovebecauseitwastherebutthe

familyshealwaysimagined,gettingmarried

andhavingchildren,imeanshecouldn’teven

attendweddingsanymorebecausetherewas

thisdiscriminationshesufferedwhilethere,she

wasn'tevensureifotherpeoplefeltitbutshe



feltitandgettingaskedwhenshewouldget

marriedsinceherlittlesisterwasmarriedmade

itallworse.Itwashardenoughgoingthrough

thatduringBoago'sweddingbutitwasnow

wearingherdown.Weddingsusedtobefunbut

atherageitpickedafeelingthatmadeit

difficulttoevenattendthefamilygatherings,

urhhhhh...Shesighedandrubbedhereyesthen

shesentOdirileamessage.

Akwana:Hey,canwetalk?

Odirile:Surebabe,what'sup

Akwana:Whatdoesthefutureholdsforus?

Odirile:Marriage,buyingahouseandadopting

twokidsorgettingadonoratthefertilityclinic

andhavingourown.What'sup?

Akwana:(smiledtyping)Wow...Suchaperfect

answerbutnnakebatatšale,whatwillwedo?



Odirile:I'lltalktomyfatheraboutthat,thisis

sweetsoI'm nottheonlyonethinkingabout

gettingmarried?

Akwana:Wereyouthinkingaboutit?

Odirile:Yesbutiwasuncomfortabletotalk

aboutit,willyoumarryme?

Akwana:(smiledtyping)Justlikethat?

Odirile: Yes

Akwana:YesI'llmarryyoubutisitlegaltoget

marriedhere?

Odirile:Canyourelax?

Akwana: okokokI'm sorry

Odirile: Dinnertonight?

Akwana:Yeeeees!

Sheputherphonedownasthesirenwailed...



AtAuntDoris'sHouse.....

LateronChelseaparkedthecarandstepped

outtyingherhairwhilethechildrenplayedon

theswingwithOarabile'schildrenasauntie

Dorissatundertheshadowlisteningtothe

radioanddozingoff.

Chelsea'sdaughterrantowardshermotherand

jumpedonherasshelaughedsatonthechair..

Chelsea:Dumelang

Doris:Hellomygirl,ijaI'm cooking..Ketaabeke

tshube

ShehurriedinsidethehouseasOarabilealso

parkednexttoChelsea'scarandapproached.



Chelsea:Goandplaymylove

Herdaughterrantowardstheothersas

Oarabilesatdownandlookedathercrossing

herlegs.Shebreathedheavilyfrom justlooking

ather,imeanitdidn'ttakemuchtoknowshe

intentionallykeptitasecretuntilnow.

Oarabile:Kooreojelwekeyonepictureya

seatasagaRefahela?

Chelsea:Notreally,idon'tgiveaflyingfuck

whatyoudowithRefaorwhathedoeswith

who,actuallyiwashappyhelovesCharity

becauseshelovedmyson.Ijustwantedto

makesureyouweren'tstilltryingtokillher

becauseI'dneverforgivemyself.

Oarabile:You'reboredwithyourlife,you'rea



sadperson

Chelsea:I'm notsadbutithinkit'sverysadthat

youdon'tthinkyoucanfindhappiness

somewhereelse.Whenareyougoingtoopen

youreyesandseetheworldwithdifferently?

You'restillRabihelawamologowawool

thoughyou'rethisbeautifulladydoctor,you're

hurtingmebecauseiknowyoucandobetter

butonedayyou'regoingtowakeupandfind

outRefamarriedadifferentwomanandis

happywithher.Thismanwillnevermarryyou,

believeme..Imightnotbebooksmartbuti

havebeenthroughshit,iknowwhenamanis

notreallyseeingawifeinyou.You'llspendover

10yearsfeelinglikeyou'reastepcloseruntil

you're100withnooptions.Refawon'tmarry

you,you'rejustlikealotofbabymamasout

therewaitingforbabyDaddy'srelationshipsto

failandcomeback.Bedifferent,iam happy

andidon'tregretleavingRona.BathoRabiyou



canstillbehappywithadifferentman.Have

youheardMaAkwana'sstory?Girlwakeup

from thatdream orelseyougrowoldwhile

doingtrickstowinthisman.

Oarabile:(sighed)Legothabetsesetseoitirile

DrPhillemarriagecounsellor.

Chelsea:LekanthabelaeeakereI'm done

sleepingwiththeBanda's,can'tyouseethis

glowbabygirl?,thewayyou'redesperateyou're

goingtosleepwithBandahimselfjustsohe

canbeghissontobewithyou,I'm sorrytosay

thisbutyou'rejustlikeyourmotherandyou're

goingtoenduplikeher...Natashawilllearn

from youthenthecirclewillgoonandonwith

youbeingusedandthrownoffliketrash,you

retaliateoutofjealousyandkillsomeone.

You'reyourmother'sdaughter.Atleastileant

from mymother'smistakes....



Oarabiletriedtoslapherbutsheblockeditthen

sheslappedherbackandstoodupfixingher

blouse..

Chelsea:Letmego,gokatwenghelammewa

lelwapaalwalemabeletenyanamopatelong.

Oarabile:Divorceetengthemmadon'tactlike

youownthisworld...

Chelsea:Iknowthereisdivorcebutatleasti

tastedthehappinessofmovingon,tryittooo

tholweosenagolekela.Trustmeyouwillkeep

givingyourselfhopethatRefaisabouttocome

backbutinactuallyfacttheguyisfaraway.

Onedayyouwillremembermywords-heis

goingtomarrysomeoneelse.Moveonwhile

you'restillyoungenoughtocatchahunkand

enjoyyourself.

Shewalkedaway.



Atthehospital....

LateronCharitywalkedinwhileRefasatonthe

hospitalbedshirtlesswithadriponhisarm...

Charity:Hi..

Fela:(stoodup)Hi,I'llwaitoutside...

HewalkedoutsidethenCharitysatdown...

Charity:Whathappened?

Refa:Iheardyouwerebannedfrom visitingme,

I'm reallygladit'snotbecauseyou'reangrywith

me.WhenileftthehospitalOarabilesomehow

convincedmeitwasbestispentanightthere

butthenextmorningwhenitriedtoleaveshe



putsleepingpillsinmyteaandisleptforafew

hours.Whenigotupshegavemewaterandit

hadsomethingtoo.

Hestoodupshowingthebonerandsheshe

shookherheadlookingaway...

Refa:Iwantedtohavesexandicouldn'tcontrol

myself,weendeduphavingsex

Charity:Unprotectedsex?

Refa:YesbutI'm planningtogetcheckedand

alsogivehermorningafterpill

Charity:Whyhaven'tyoureportedher?

Refa:Shewillloseherjobiftheyfindoutabout

everythingshedid,sheeventriedtoget

Chelseatopoisonyou.Theseareseriouscases

Charity:Excuseme?Shedidwhat?



Refa:Itwasalongtimeago

Charity:Soitmakesitok?Youhavetoreport

herforthisonebecausesheisgettingusedto

it,shedruggedyoutwiceandwhateveryoudid

inresponseisjustifiedbecauseyouwereunder

theinfluenceofherdrugs.Whatifthat

MuhammedwasHIVpositiveorworsepeople

shehasbeenseeingafter?

Refa:Iwanttoletitgoandmoveonwithmylife,

let'sfocusonus.Ithinkmyfatherisslowly

comingaround

Charity:Ican'ttakeyoubackunlessyoureport

her

Refa:Shewillloseherjobbutthatveryjobis

takingcareofthekids,it'snotworthit.

Charity:ican'ttakeyoubackunlessshelearns

totakeresponsibilityforheractionsand

understandshecan'tgoaroundhurtingother

people.Ifyoudidn'tlikehavingsexwithher



reporther..

Refa:Ican't

Charity:Thenitendshereforus..(stood)I

needyourconsenttotravelwiththechildren,

whencanigetit?

Refa:(sighed)Tomorrow

Charity:(walking)Thankyou,I'm onlygoingfor

5days,I'llalwaysupdateyouaboutthegirls.

Takecareofyourselfandthanksforchoosing

whatyouseebest.Maybeit'sforthebest.They

saybabymamaandbabydaddyalwaysget

backtogether,iguessthat'struebutI'm going

tobethefirstbabymamanottogetback

togetherwithamanthatchoseanotherwoman

overme.I'm goingtohealfirstthenmoveon

butthroughoutallthisprocessIwillnotspeak

badaboutyoutoyourdaughtersorrefuseyou

access.Theywillalwaysbeaphonecallaway.

Takecare..



Refa:(sadly)Youtoo

Shewalkedoutandclosedthedoor....

*

*

*

*

*

.
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AtCharity'sHouse...

LaterthatafternoonCharityleftthegirlsinthe

livingroom andsatonthebedcryingwitha

pillowoverherface.Herassistantcalledthen

shestoppedcryingandrubbedhereyes...

Charity:Hello?

Her:HiCharity,thereisanemailhereyoumust

see.It'sthatprivatecompany.

Charity:Thanks,I'llcheck.

Shehungupandwashedherfacethenshe

downloadedtheemailandreadit,asmile

coveredherfaceasshereadthefirstsentence..



"Wearepleasedtoinform youthatCharity

cleanersPTYLtdhasbeenselectedto"

Shestoodupandspreadherarms..

Charity:Yesmoneylovemebabe,loveme

sweetie...

Sherantothelivingroom whereherdaughters

werewatchingTV..

Charity:Pillarismellanewcarmybabe

Pillar:Whereisit?(sherantothewindowand

lookedoutside)Whereisthenewcar?

Charity:(dancing)It'sonthewaymylove,

mommyisabouttobuyusanewcar...

Pearl:(heldherfulltummy)Yei(clapping)Yei,



car!

Pillar:Arewestillgoingtothebeachsoican

buildacastle?

Charity:Yes,wearewaitingfordaddytowrite

ustheletter

Pillar:Daddyisnotcoming?

Charity:Dadisveryverybusymakingmore

moneysoyoucanbuymorefood,hewon't

alwaysbewithusfrom nowoncauseheis

busy.

Pillar:Ok,illbringhim adrink

Charity:Yeswewill..

Shepacedbacktothebedroom snappingher

fingershummingandbudgingforhernew

package.Asshesatonthebedtakingouther

laptop,onceagainshefoundherself

questioningifshereallyneededamanthat



much,therewasnothingsweeterthanknowing

shewasabouttogetherselfacarandmakea

littleinvestmentwiththeleftovers...shecurved

herlipssmilingthankfully,unlikethefirstfailed

relationshipthisonegavehertwogirlswho

werehereverything,shecouldn'taskformore...

InKaene'scar....

Boagoandherhusbandtogetherwiththeir

childrendancedtoKangarooastheydroveona

longqueueoftheweddingcarswhichmade

noisewithhooterswhilepeoplesangstanding

onopenvans...

Boago:Iwantadrink,canwebuysomething

there?Wewillcatchupwiththem..



Herhusbandmadeaturnanddrovetowards

theshopwhereheparkedrightinfront,she

steppedoutandheleanedbackwhilethekids

playedintheback.Refaparkednexttohim and

steppedout..Theybothshoulderbumpedand

shookhands...

Refa:What'sup?

Kaene:Good,howareyoufeeling?Iwantedto

checkonyouFelasaidyou'reatRabi'shouse.O

boetsemmabo?

Refa:(laughed)Don'tstart,whyareinasuitand

thekidsarelookinglikeangels..Heyguys

Them:Hiuncle

Kaene:Comewithmetothereceptionthis

evening,it'satRiverfronthotel

Refa:Whoseweddingisit?Mathakabadifire

fightersbaanyala?



Kaene:No,MuhammedandMetlha

Refa:(laughed)Otaanyelamrkeengsesego

rayangserenkayalenyalonglagaMuhammed

afterwhathedidtome?

Keane:(laughed)Stophating,thisguyisnot

reallybad

Refa:(laughed)IknowbuthefuckedRabiraw

soicanneverbeclosetohim nomatterwhat,

you'reatraitorwenathemonna.Soyoukeptin

contactwiththisMuhammadguy?

Kaene:Theguyisfriendlyandhecallsalotso

wejustbecamefriends.

Refa:(laughed)SoMetlhaseriouslytookthis

guyandmarriedhim?Sheshouldhavetaken

him 5yearsagonxla!

Kaene:(laughed)Yeahneh

Refa:Shap



Helockedthecarandwalkedintheshop...

Ontheroad...

MeanwhileOarabiledrovethecarwithNatasha

sittinginthefrontwhileBambinosatatthe

backdoingmathematicalgamesonthephone,

OarabilefrownedlookingatMetlha'smother's

andsawbonnetRwandanflagswithBW flags

onalimousinethatdroveintotheyard,she

almosthitthenextandsteppedontohebrakes

takingoutherphone..

Oarabile:(voicenote)Shawnhowcanyou

cometoBotswanawithmydaughterwithout

tellingme?Iwanttoseeher.

Oarabile:(voicenote)Metlhawhatkindof

crueltyisthis?Howcanyouhidemydaughter?



Whereismydaughter?

Metlha:(voicenote)Pleasedon'tstressme,

allowmetoenjoymyweddingdayinpeace,

wherehaveyoubeenthelast3yearswhilei

wasmotheringher?Don'tmakemeblockyou.

Saleolathilengwanamma,gaonangwana

kwano.

Oarabile:I'm goingtodestroyyou.

Metlha:Yescomedestroymebeforeiflyback

toLosAngeles,that'swheremyhusbandandi

areworking.Mxm

Oarabile:Iwantmydaughter

Notification:(pending)...

Shesighedandcontinueddriving..

Natasha:Youjustremindedme,whereisthe

baby?Nekelebetsegorenkilerannalennana,



eneelewagagoakeremama?

Oarabile:Yes,sheisShawn'sdaughter

Natasha:Ohyeah,irememberShawn.Hewas

nice

Oarabile:Iknow...

Shesighedagaintryingtocontrolherstress...

Shawn:HeyRabi,youcancomegetherand

spendanightwithher,illgethertomorrow.If

shecriescallme,comestraighttothetent,

hurryupbecausethey'reabouttotakethebride

forsometraditionalwhatnot

Oarabile:Ok,thankyou.

Shemadeaturnandapproachedthetentas

peopledancedandululated,shebentover



gettinginthegazebowheretheirdaughters

weresittingbetweenthem,foramomentshe

wasconfusedbytheidenticalgirlsandtheir

identicaldressesandhairstylesmadeitworse

assheguessed,itwouldobviouslybethe

thickeronesincesheistheoldest...

Oarabile:(smiledatbothofthem)Hiprincess!

Bothgirlslookedatherconfusedbythestrange

womanthenshepickedthethickerone..

Shawn:Lilleyisthisone,thatoneisthe

youngest..

Oarabilesmiledburyinghershameandpicked

herrealdaughterwhosefacechangedasshe

grabbedMetlha'shand...



Her:Mama?

Metlha:It'sokbabe....auntieisreallynice...Just

sayhi...

Oarabile:HeyLilley...Imissedyou

Oarabiletearfullyheldhercloserasthelittlegirl

leanedbackuncomfortablyreachingforherdad.

Shawn:Callmeisshetroublesyou

Metlha:Don'tfeedherpeanuts,sheisallergicto

peanutsandsheislactoseintolerant

Shawn:Don'tbathherwithabarsoap,sheuses

amildgel.

Metlha:Shehatesthedarkso-

Oarabile:(angrily)I'm hermother!Ok?Icarried

her9months!Mxm lancleimela



Shewalkedawaywithherassheburstinto

tearscrying,thelittlesisteralsoburstintotears

standingupwatchingherdisappearintothe

crowd.

AtRefa'sHouse...

LateronRefasatonthecouchanddialed

Oarabile...

Oarabile:(childcrying)Hello?

Refa:Hi,doyoumindcomingover?Iwantto

seeyou.Comewiththekids,igotthem

somethingforthem andiwantustotalkabout

something.

Oarabile:Ok,I'm passingbysoIguessI'lljust

driveinnow



Refa:Cool.Whoiscrying?

Oarabile:It'sLilley

Refa:Lilleykemang?

ShehungupdistractedthenRefalooked

aroundthehousethenhepickeduphisshoes

andfixedthecouch,hewenttothekitchenand

didthedishesbeforetakingoutfourbowlsfor

dessertandplacedthem inthetraythenhe

heardthecarstoppingoutside.

Heputonhist-shirtandwalkedoutsideasa

childhystericallycriedinthecar,hefrowned

andleanedin..

NatashaandBambinowereleaningawayfrom

herwiththeirfingersintheearswhileLilley

screamedwithtearsandmucusatherchin..



Lilly:(Englishaccent)Iwantmymommy!Iwant

mydaddy!IwantTilly

uhhhhhhh+hhhhhhhhhhh(sharphightone)

uhhhhhhhhhhhhhh

Refaleanedinandlookedinside...

Refa:Whathappened?Whosechildisit?

Oarabile:(lookeddown)It'smydaughter

Refa:Oh...yeah....that.Ialmostforgotyouhave

anotherchildoutthere...

Heleanedbackthoughtfullythenheleanedin

again..

Refa:Canigetmycar?Iwantedustopassby



thepharmacyandgetyouamorningafterpill.

Oarabile:I'llgetitmyself,don'tworry.

Refa:No,iwanttomakesureyoutakeit..

Helockedthehousethenheopenedhercar

door...

Refa:Juniorcomeridewithme

Natasha:(openedthedoor)Daddycanicome

too

Refa:No,talktoyoursister,maybeshewillstop

crying.Keephercompany.

Natasha:(whining)Butsheneverstopsandshe

bitesmyhandswhenitouchher.

Refascratchedhisheadwalkingawayand

openedthedoorforBambinothentheyhegot



inanddroveout.Oarabilesighedandfollowed

thecarastearsfilledhereyeswhileshedrove

withLilleyscreamingnonestop...

*

*

*

*

*

.

.

.

.

.
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InRabi'scar...

Lilleycontinuedscreamingandcoughed

chokingonhertearsthenshethrewuponthe

carseatasNatashamovedtothecorner.

Lilley:(wipedhermouth)Narwaye

Oarabile:Ok,sheisspeakinglikeherfather

now

Lilley:(stuckherheadoutside)Policeyougotta

helpme!!Sheisstealingme,

Rabi:Sitdown!Sit!(rollingupthewindow)Sit

down!

Lilley:(tookoffherheelanblockedthewindow)

Call911!Hello?Helpme!Heeeeeelp!

Natasha:(angrilyscreamed)Shutthefuckup!

Jesustakeherbacktoherfamily



Oarabile:(angrily)Natashayoudon'tspeakthat

toachild

Lilley:I'm goingtotellmydad!

Natasha:You'resoannoying,I'm yoursister!

Thisisyourmother,

Lilley:MysisterisTilleyandiknowmy

mommy...(stuckherheadtothewindow)Help!

Call911,MynameisLilleyMuhammad,my

fatherisShawnMuhammed,heisadoctorat

LosAngeleschildren'shospitalinCalifornia.We

stayinLosAngeles,call911!

Oarabile:(angrily)Shutup!

Hersharpvoicegotonherlastnerveaslooked

atthemirrorsandmadeauturnascarshonked

ather...

Oarabile:Ok,I'm takingyoubacktoyourfather..



Stopscreaming

Herphonerang...

Oarabile:Hello?

Refa:Hi,ican'tseeyouonthemirror,whereare

you?

Oarabile:(tearfully)I'm takingherbacktoher

parents,ican'tdothisanymore

Refa:I'llwaitforyouontheparkinglotya

pharmacy.

Oarabile:Bye

ShehungupanddrovetoMetlha'shomewhile

Lilleytemporarilykeptquiet,oncethereassoon

assheparkednexttoothercarsLilleyjumped

outthewindowandfellonherstomachthen



sheranofftothetentwithoneshoe...

Natashatriedtoholdherlaugherbutshe

laughedhandinghermothertheremaining

shoe..

Natasha:Yourbaby'sshoe,sheliterallyjumped

outthewindowlikeacat..(clappedonce)Dilo

tsaAmerica!

OarabiletextedShawn...

Oarabile:Didshearrive?

Shawn:Sheisamesswhathappened?

Oarabile:It'salongstory,I'm leavinghershoe

ontopofanothercarhere,sendoneofthe

familymemberstogetit.



Shawn:Ok,bye

Oarabile:Bye

Sheputherphonedownanddroveoff....

AtBanda'shouse...

OnthesameafternoonBanda,Ronaanda

coupleofotherfamilyelderssatintheliving

room discussingRefa'sattemptedsuicideand

Charity...

Uncle:Wellthedamagehasalreadybeendone,

whatwillstoppingthem preventsincethey

alreadyhavechildren?Andwhoarewetojudge?

Thefatherfailedhischildren.ItsnotRefa'sfault.

Uncle2:Butnowtheyknowthetruth



Uncle:Wearetalkingaboutmattersofthe

hearthere,ifyoufoundoutyourwifeisyour

sisterwillyousuddenlyseeherdifferent?And

wherewillthatleaveyourchildren?Youpeople

needtostopseekingpublicvalidation.Thereis

norightorwronginthismatter,whatmattersis

lettingpeoplebehappy.Hadtheyknowneach

otherbeforesleepingtogetherI'dunderstand

Banda:Refahidtheresultsbeforehavingsex

withher

Uncle:Healreadyhadfeelingsforherakere?

Wenahowcomeyourchildrengrowupwithout

knowingeachother?Therealissuehereishow

youandIsakearehidingchildren,nexttime

AkofangwillbeNatasha'ssugardaddythen

you'llblamethem again.Idon'tHearMichel

blaminghimself,keraa!Letthosechildrenbeif

theywant,wetoldthem thetruthandifthey

feelit'stoolategivethrm whattheywant,that's

myopinion



Uncle2:Mineisthatit'sunheardtoletahalf

siblingsmarryoneanother,cousinsyesbut

samefather'sblood?Nnya!

Isake:Totait'stoolatetocorrect,ibileit'sbest

weletthem marrybecausetherearechildren

already.

Uncle3:Kenalewena,itstoolate.

Uncle4:Totait'spointlessbecausethereare

childreninvolved.Letthem raisetheirchildren.

Atthispointweareconsideringthechildren.

Rona:Lennathemoreithinkaboutthemorei

realisebyshunningthem weareonly

consideringourbestinterestsandreitira

phephamobathongbutthechildrenwillsuffer

themost,ifthereisanythingthatcanbedone

toprotectagirlchildletitbedone.TotaRefa

lovesCharity

Aunt:(raisedherhand)Batholetsilegore

tsenyamathoabathotheruri



Auntie2:It'stoolateforthat,aretsenyegale.

Whoeverwillunderstandwhywearedoingthis

willunderstandandwhoeverdoesn'tcango

shovetheiropinionwherethesundoesn'tshine.

Wehaveagoodadvantagehere...Nobody

knowsthischildasaBandaronaragokopa

ngwetsikogoRreDube,reisamagadiregorosa

banababanabarona.

Auntie:Thisboyclearlyinvestedhisfeelings

intothisthat'swhyhefeelsitsbestheisdead,

therearechildreninvolved.

MmaBanda:Somysonisbeingencouragedto

sleepwithhislittlesister?

Auntie:AreyouCharity'smother?Stopitwe

knowyoudon'twanttocompromisebecause

youwantthatwomanwhotriedtokillyourson

justbecausesheisadoctor.Youcouldn'tbea

doctorletitgoandthinkaboutyour

grandchildren,shouldtheyhaveastepfather

whomightmolestthem osshouldtheybe



raisedunderoneroom withamotheranda

father?

MmaBanda:Whatareweteachingourchildren?

Auntie:Thatyourparent'smistakesshouldn't

determineyourfuture,andthattheyshould

learntostandtheirgroundandfightforwhat

theybelievein.Childrenwhoarefoundintoilets

orevenjustfatherlesschildrenenduptogether

becauseweasparentsdon'trespectourselves

thenwrexpectthebestfrom ourchildren?no.

Let'sthechildrenloveoneanotherinpeace

Banda:Ok,iguessweshouldsendtwopeople

overtheresowecangetstartedbutfirstletme

callRefa..

Hesteppedoutofthemeeting

Refa:Hello?



Banda:Refa?Howareyoumyboy?

Refa:(keptquiet)...

Banda:Iknowyou'restillangrywithmebutI'm

nowmovingon,ihavecalledafamilymeeting

andmostofthefamilymembersthinkit'stoo

lateforustobeactingmoralbecausewehave

2childrentothinkaboutsowithyour

permissionwewanttosendtwoofyouruncles

toMrDubetoaskforhisdaughter'shandin

marriageonbehalfofmyson.

Refa:Wehaveourissuesthissideandidon't

thinkshewillmarrymebutyespleasegoahead

anddoit,iwasabouttogiveupbutnowI'm

motivated

Banda:Findtimeandcomethissowecantalk

moreaboutthis.

Refa:Ok,noproblem



Hehungupandwalkedbackinside....

AtFela'sHouse...

Hewalkedinthehouseandlockedthedoor

holdingtakeawaysonhischestandabottleof

wine,placedthem inthekitchenandwentfora

bathbeforecomingbackandeatingwhile

relaxingonthecouchwatchingsports...

Hisphonereceivedamessagethenhegrabbed

hisphoneandclickedwhilesippingadrink...

FNB:P70,000hasbeenpaidtoyouraccount

endingwith.....

Hisheartskippedashecompletedreadingthe



wholemessageandputdownthephonethen

heopenedthemessageagainandlookedatit,

shecheckedherbalanceandshookherhead.

Theprincipalcalled...

Fela:Hello?

Her:(loweredhervoice)Hey,didyougetthe

money?

Fela:Yes,thanks.Babewhatisitfor?

Her:Iwasthinkingyoucouldgetacarunless

it'snotenough,I'llsellmyhusband'scarand

topit.

Fela:Babe?No..

Her:What?

Fela:Yourkidsaregoingtokillmewhenthey

findoutyou'regivingmeeverything



Her:Thenmarryme,theycan'ttellmyhusband

whattodo.

Fela:Mybrotherandiwillbestartinga

businesstogethersoidon'thavemoney

Her:I'llgiveyoumoneyforbogadi,don'tworry

aboutit.

Fela:Fuck,ok....Wearetalkingaboutnextyear

right?

Her:Whynotstartnextmonth

Fela:No,ways.That'stoosoonandtoo

suspicious.No

Her:6months?

Fela:Maybebutfornowholdonthemoney,

don'tsendittomejustyet

Her:Ok..IhavetogoI'm inthetoilet

Fela:Bye



Hesatdownandstaredatthemessageagain...

Atthemall..

Refagotinthecarwithaboxofpregnonand

openedabottleofwaterthenhehandedher

beforeputtingthepillinhermouththenshe

drunkhalfofthebottleandopenedhermouth

whilehelookedinside..

Refa:Letmeseeunderthetongue...

Sheliftedhertongueandstretchedhermouth

withherfingers..

Refa:It'sOk...let'swaitforthepilltodissolve

first



Theysighedandleanedbackwaitingquietly,

almostanhourlaterNatashaandBambino

camerunningwithaplasticoftoys.Refa

steppedoutofthethecarandclosedthedoor.

Refa:Thenextoneisafter12hours,I'llcome

giveittoyou

Oarabile:Ok...

Refa:GuysI'llseeyoutomorrow,you'llvisit

Natasha:Metoo?

Refa:OfcourseMsBanda..

HeleanedinlookingatRabithenhetouched

herchinandkissedher...

Refa:Seeyouin12hours...



HegotininthecaranddroveoffasRabi

tearfullywatchedthenshesteppedoutofthe

carandputtwofingersinherthroatandthrew

up....

SIXMONTHSLATER...

*

*

Bonusestomorrow,don'tforgettoLike.

Goodnightfamily

*

*

*
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AtRona'sHouse....

Ronapacedupanddownwiththephoneonhis

earasthetwinsplayedonthecarpetnotfar

from him..

Rona:IunderstandthatpartbutI'm sayingwe

shouldretrenchemployeesbecausewehaven't

wonanycontractforthepast12months,we

arepayingthem withthecompanysavingsand

itsrunninglow.

Voice:Butsiricountedalltheemployeesand

wewillhavetogivethem eacharetrenchment

package,wearenotinafinancialpositionto

grantsuch.

Rona:(sighedrubbedhismustache)Can'twe

firethosewhocomelateandmisbehave?

Voice:Sireveryoneiscomingontime,



Rona:Kantewhoevengavethispeoplesucha

longcontractknowingwhentheprojectwasto

becompleted.

Voice:Itwasyou

Rona:(sighed)Justretrenchthem andgive

them halfoftheirpackageswithapromiseto

paytherestonceweareonourfeet.

Voice:Yessir

HehungupthenCalrywalkedoverputtingon

earrings..

Carly:I'm goingtoabeautyspa,ineedfacials

Rona:What'sthat?

Carly:ineedtocleanmyface,getabody

massage,treatmytoesandfingernails..

(kissedhim andpathisbreast)Comeonlet's

goMandingo!



Rona:Ineedtogototheofficeandalsogo

home,mydadmightneedmeagain,areyou

goingwiththekids?

Carly:Yes,thereisaplaygroundthere,icalled

andmadeanappointment,ijustsawtheirpage

onFacebookbutitlooksnice

Rona:Alright..

Theyeachpickedthechildrenandleft...

AtChelsea'sGardenandBeautySpa...

Onalargegardenofgreengrasschildrenran

aroundholdingcloudsofballoonswhileothers

playedonthecolourfulplaygroundbythe

corner,adultsrelaxedlyingoncolorfulblankets

underthetreesallcarpetedwithlawn.



CarlyandRonawalkedalongthepathwayand

putthekidsdownthentheyrantowardsthe

otherchildrenscreamingwhilethecoupleheld

handsandwalkedin..

Insidethebuildinglaidasmallreceptionarea

withaTVonthewallandabeautifulyoung

womanbehindthefrontdeskwiththesmileof

amodel,fittingwellinthecompany'slimet-

shirtembroideredChelsea'sGardenandBeauty

Spawithpinkletters,atthecornerwasalong

passagewithturnstothethreeofficeaand

smallmassageroomsforspatreatments...

OnthereceptionRonaputhisarm aroundCarly

assheleanedoverthecounter...

Carly:Hi,I'm CarlyBanda,wetalkedonthe

phone.



Her:Ohhi,irememberyou.

ShetookoutthebookasAustinwalkedinand

stoppedbythereception...

Austin:HiMasego,isMrsJonesin?

Receptionist:HelloDrJones...(pickedthe

telephone)I'llcallher

Austin:No,it'sok..I'llsurpriseher..(toRona

andCurly)Hello

Both:Hello

Hewalkedpastthem holdingabunchof

flowersbehindhim andawhiteenvelope,Carly

smiledandlookedbackatherhusband..

Carly:That’ssosweet,heloveshiswife



Rona:It'sjustflowerscomeon...

MeanwhileChelseaopenedthedoorjustbefore

Austincould,herfacelitupasshesmiled..

Chelsea:Babehey

Heleanedoverandkissedherthenhehanded

herthefreshflowers,shesmelledthem and

touchedherchestemotional.Austinplacedthe

littleenvelopeontheflowersandkissedher

forehead..

Austin:I'm runninglate,ijustwantedtosayi

loveyou...

Chelsea:Iloveyoutoo



Hebrieflykissedherandrushedoutthen

Chelseawalkedtothefrontdesksmellingthe

flowersandhandedthem tothefrontdeskgirl.

Chelsea:Putthem inavaseandputthem inmy

office,I'lltakecareoftheclients..

ThefrontdeskgirlwalkedoutthenChelsea

flashedasmileatMrandMrsBanda.

Chelsea:HeyCarly,hiRona...Howmayihelp

you?(readthebook)Ohit'shere...Thetotal

amountisP2,200laserincluded

CarlylookedatRonathenhetookouthiscard

andhandedittoChelsea,withsmooth

manicurenailsshetappedthecomputer

keyboardandinsertedthecardbeforehanding



Ronathemachine.Heputthepinandhandedit

back..

Chelsea:(pickedthetelephone)Heyprepare

room 12forMrsBanda..(pausedasthe

declinedreceiptslidout)Uhholdon,bye

ShehungupandlookedatRona...

Chelsea:YourcardhasdeclinedMrBanda

Rona:Um...(gaveheranotherone)Trythis,

mustbetheproblem withthebank

Chelsea:Ok..(heenteredthepinagainandthe

carddeclined)Againsir...

Carly:(sighedembarrassed)It'sprobablythe

bank..

Chelsea:Youcanpaycash



Rona:I'llgototheATM machineandcash

Carly:(gaveouthercard)It'sokbabe,I'lltake

careofit..

Chelsea:(didhercardanditdeclined)Can'tyou

justcheckyourbalances?Wearekindof

wastingthereceiptroll.

Carlycheckedhers..

Carly:Ok,ihave2K,I'llewalletisthatok?

Chelsea:Yes

Rona:(checkedhis)I'llpaythebalancelater

whenicollectyou.

Carly:Ok..

Sheprocessedeverythingandcalledtheroom,

oneofthebeauticianswalkedinandshowed



hertoherroom leavingRonaandChelsea

standingatthereceptionassheclosedthe

book.

Rona:Soyoudecidedtomarryawhiteguy?

Chelsea:Siriwillnotdiscussmyprivatelife

withyou,isthereanythingelse?

Rona:Youusedme,datedmewhenyouhad

nothinganfnowyou'resuccessfulbutactingas

ifyoudon'tknowme.Evenabortedmybabyto

cutanyconnectionwithme

Chelsea:(sighed)Younevergavemeadimeof

yourtendersandnowitlookslikethetenders

arefinishedandyouwanttoputtheblameon

me?Papaweeyouspentyourmoneyona

whitegirlandleftmestrandedinaoneroom

house.Iworkedmyasstopickmysalonupand

myhusbandhelpedme.Theysaybevery

carefulwhenyouchooseaspousebecause



theydeterminealot,theycaneithermotivate

youandhelpyougroworbringyoudown.I

madeseveralmistakesbeforelearninghowto

pickandGodhelpedmepicktheonethatwas

tailormadeforme.GoborrowP200,yourwife

willbedonein3hours...Thankyouforvisiting

ChelseaGardensandbeautySpa.Yourskinis

ourpriority,glowandglow...

HeturnedandwalkedoutasChelseawalked

pastthefrontdeskgirlheadingtoherpost...

AtBandaBrothersconstruction...

MeanwhileRefasteppedoutofthecartalking

tothephone...

Refa:Yes,whattimedotheeldersneedme?



Banda:Wesortingourselvesaswespeak,we

alreadydeliveredmagadiearlythismorning.

From herewearegoingtheretoshakehands,

drinkteaandintroducefamilies.

Refa:Ok,ihadameetingminutesago.Letme

justchecktheprogress(acallcamethrough)

Bye..(picked)Hello?

Businesslawyer:MrBandahi,I'llcompilethe

wholedocumentandhaveyoulookatitbuti

don'twantyouinvestingthewhole250Kinone

channel,it'swaytoorisky,wehavetodivideit

intofourthenyouinvestintodifferentthings

justincasetheotherfails.Investmentsarea

risk,haverentalsontheside,buyshares,open

anentirelydifferentbusiness,etc.

Refa:(smiled)That'swhyihaveyou,iwasn't

awarethatI'm abouttoputallmyeggsinone

basket,ijustwantedtomakesureisave

becauseconstructionbusinessisshit,one

minuteyouhavewona1.5M tendertobuilda



facilitythen5yearspassesandyoudon'twin

anytenderexcepttobuildpeople'shousewhich

payspeanutswhenyou'reusedtothebig

cheque.

Businesslawyer:(laughed)That'swhatI'm here

for,I'llemailyouyouroptionsandthenplease

doresearchonthem beforewecanthinkabout

it.

Refa:Definitely,thanksman

Businesslawyer:Bye

Hehungupandslidhisphoneinthepocketas

hepassedbytheboardroom whereheknocked

beforewalkingin,FelaandRotlheweresitting

inameetingaccompaniedbyotherworkers..

Refa:Higuys

Fela:Hi,comein..Wearetalkingaboutthe



groundbreakingceremony.

Refa:Ohshit,theministerofhealthwillbe

doingthehonours

Rotlhe:Themediawillbetheretooandyou're

theCEOsoyou'lldefinitelybeonthefront

Refa:Yeah...Kanatenderemonateoewinner

thenthegroundbreakingshit,mediafollowing

uptheprogressandtalkingshitaboutthelocal

companies

HR:Butwearegood,wehaveanexcellentteam

plusiheardyourbrotherisretrenching

employees,ifneedbeingwewillhirethose

becauseit'speoplewhom youhaveworked

with.

Rotlhe:Haveaseattherra..

RefawalkedinandsatdownasRotlhe'sphone

rang...



Rotlhe:Hello?

Sesha:(crying)It'salmost10am andyou'renot

home...Imadebreakfastandyoujustdon't

care...

Rotlhe:It'spast9

Hesighedandputhisheadonthedeskleaving

thephonehangingonhisarm,hisbrothers

lookedathim andsmiled...

Fela:(laughed)Sideeffectstsabolototsateng

laiteaka?

Rotlhe:(sighedandputthephonebackonhis

ear)I'm stillinameeting,

Sesha:Howdoievenknowyou'rethere?

Rotlhe:I'm coming..Ok,just....I'm coming.



Hehungandsighed...

Refa:(laughed)Welcometofatherhood,eo

pregnancyobinakaleotoleleone

Rotlhe:Seshaissuchababy...Iwon'tbelong...

Fela:Obatatwalalamothoyoo,giveherthe

rightstrokesandleaveherhelpless..

Refa:(lookedatthetime)Guyslet'swrapitup,i

havetogoseetheelders.Magadiagorogile

Theyallclappedhandsforhim thenhisphone

rang...

Refa:Hello?

Oarabile:Hi,canitalktoyou?

Refa:About?



Oarabile:It'simportant,pleasecomehere...

Refa:ArethekidsOK?

Oarabile:Yes,they'refine.

Refa:Ok,I'm coming...Whereareyou?

Oarabile:I'm atyourhouse..

Refa:Myhouse?Whendidyougetthere?

Oarabile:Hurryup..

Hehungupandstoodup...

Refa:Guysihavetogo..

Hegotupandwalkedout...

AtRefa'sHouse...



MinuteslaterRefasteppedoutofthecarand

frownedlookingatawhitesheetcoveringwhat

lookedlikeacarfrom it'sshape,heapproached

itandjustwhenhewasabouttopullthesheet

everyonecameoutofhidingandscreamed..

All:Surprise!

Hejumpedandlookedbackthenhesighed

lookingatOarabile,thekidsandafewofhis

neighbourstogetherwithherdistantfriends...

Oarabile:Happybirthday!

Theyallsanghappybirthdaysongasherubbed

hismustacheandsmiledshyly...



Oarabilewalkedtothecarholdingherbump

andpeeledthesheetoffthecarthenshe

handedhim thekeyswhileotherpeople

recordedhim..

Oarabile:Happybirthday..

Refareluctantlylookedatherandsmiledthen

hehuggedherwhileeveryoneclappedhands....

*

*

*

*

*

.

.
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AttheBandaHouse

LaterthatmorningRonaparkedbehindRotlhe's

carandwalkedinastheelderschattedinthe

frontporch...

Uncle:Wherethehellisthisboy?

Banda:Hesaidhewasonhisway..

RonasatnexttoRotlheasboththeirrings

shined..

Rotlhe:Heyman,what'sup?

Rona:I'm good,canyouborrowmeP200?I'll

giveittoyoulater



Rotlhe:Idon'thavecashwaitse,isewalletok?

Rona:Yeah..(searchedthebusinessnumberon

thebeautyspaFacebookpagethenhegave

him thephone)SendP200tothatnumber

Rotlhe:Ok.

Rotlhesentthemoneyandgavebackthephone,

RonasavedthenumberandsentaWhatsApp

message.

Rona:HeyChels,senttheP200.Sorryabout

earlier.Idon'tevenrememberhalfoftheshiti

said,iguessipanickedseeingyoulookingso

beautifulandfine.

Chelsea:

"GoodmorningMrBanda,



Thankyouforsendingthebalanceofyour

wife'spayment.Feelfreetocomeformore

services,visitourwebsiteorFacebookpagefor

moreorcontactmanagement.

Regards,

MrsChelseaAustinJones

(Manager)"

Rona:Thankyouma'am

Ronasighedandputhisphoneinthepocketas

Rotlheturnedandlookedathim...

Rotlhe:Howcomeyoudon'thavemoney?

Rona:Whatdoyoumean?Peoplegetbrokeall

thetime

Rotlhe:Iheardyou'reretrenchingworkers

Rona:Whyareyouaskingbecauseyouguys



abandonedmeknowingverywellidependedon

youtorunthecompany?

Rotlhe:Weleftbecauseyoufiredoneofus,we

areapack.Youdon'tgettochasetheother.We

aresupposedtobeateam

Rona:Andiapologisedforthat,ididn'teven

meanit.Forgivenessdoesn'tcostmuch,it

won'tkillyoutoacceptmyapologyandhelpme

becausemylifeisfallingapart..NowChelseais

beautifulandmarriedtoafuckingwhiteman...

Canimagine?Shebreaksmyheartlikethat..

Rotlhe:Breaksyourheart?Really?You'reso

muchlikeRabi,bothofyoumadethesame

mistake...LookatRabiandyou'llseeyourself...

YesChelseahurtyoubutsheapologised,the

poorgirlstuckwithyouwhenyouhadno

money,shelostherdaughterbecauseyou

couldn'tbetherebutyoucouldn'tseehow

muchshehadchangeduntilshegaveupand

leftyou.Nowyou'reregrettingbecauseyousee



herhappy,it'stoolatenow.Theworstthingyou

candonowistoleaveCarlyinordertopursue

Chelsea,that'swhatRabidid,shedumbed

MuhammedandranafterRefawhohadmoved

onandleanttolivewithouther.Chelsea'slove

foryouhasreducedifnotdiedandsheloves

someoneelse,makeitworkwithCarly...Iftryto

goafterheryou'llloseeverything,youwerenot

wrongtoleaveherbecauseyourreasonswere

genuinethoughyoustuckaroundfortoolong

afterthebetrayal.Theworstmistakewillbeto

shake,makeadecisionandstandwithit.There

isnoinbetween...

Ronalookeddownandrubbedhishands

togetherlisteningtohislittlebrother...

Rotlhe:ImightbewrongbutifCarlyis

overspendingit'sprobablybecauseshedoesn't



knowwhat'sgoingon,sityourwifedownand

explainyourfinancialsituation.Carlyisagood

girlandshewilldefinitelyhelpbyreducing

expensesandpoppingmoneywhereshecan.

Rona:Ok

Rotlhe:Whenwearedoneintroducingfamilies

today,I'lltakedadasideandtrytogethim to

talktothefourofusbecauseI'm honestlynot

happywiththewaythingsarebetweenus.I

missus.

Rona:Thankyou,I'llappreciateit.

Uncle:(sighedangrily)Hasanyonetoldthisboy

thatthisgirl'sparentsstillcalltheshots?We

arenotsupposedtokeepthebride'sfamily

waiting.Assoonasmagadihavebeenreceived

wearesupposedtoregroupandgogreetthem

thankingthem foracceptingourappreciation.

Batetsekalelwapakwabaletilegobona

mogwewabone..



Rotlhe:(stood)I'llcallhim...

Rotlhewalkedoutsidemakingacall...…

Atthebride'sHome...

Meanwhilethecameramanslidthecamera

tripodalongtheladieswhoweresittinginthe

frontporch,heturnedthecameraandalso

passedthecamerashowingthemensittingon

thechairs...

Cameraman:Mayitakeapictureofthewifeto

be?

Aunt:Goinsidebutsheisnotallowedtogoout

untilherin-lawsareheresodon'taskherto

poseoutside...



Cameraman:Eemma

Thecameramanwalkedinsidewherethesoon

tobeMrsBandawassittingwhileabeautician

putlipstickonherandfixedherhair.Shestood

upandlookedatherbeautifulfishtailblue

Germanprintwithnavybluelaceonherarms...

Beautician:Isn'tshecoveringherhead,kanai

wasabouttoaskkebonaotsentseBrazilian.

Whereicomefrom wecoverourheadsand

wearmogagolwanewhenwegetintroduced.

Aunt:Notinourculture,inMaunyoudon'twear

tšaleunlessyou'remarried,sheisnotmarried

sheisonlyengaged.Tšaleeaparwakemosadi

yoolailwenghela,gontshetswamagadigase

lenyaloketshimologoyalenyalo.Tšaleis

strictlyforawomanwhohasbeensurrounded

bymarriedwomentellingherwhatitmeansto



wearit.Whenweintroducehertodayshe

doesn'twearitbecausesheisjustayoung

womantheirsonisinterestedinandherin-laws

mustseetheirsonpickedayouthfulwoman.At

thispointshejustdressesdecentbutnotlikea

marriedwoman,oncethedaycomeswewill

dressherinacertainwayandcoverherupthen

takehertherewhereherhusbandwillreceive

her.

Thebride'sphonerangandherbeautician

pausedblushingherwithabrush...

Bride:(softly)Hello?

Refa:(panicked)Heybabe,listenum...You

knowiloveyouright?

Bride:(confused)Yes?What?

Refa:Um...OarabilejustboughtmeLegend45



Bride:Legend45asinacar...Thatbigcar?

Refa:BabeisweartoGodididn’tknowanything.

I'm sureI'm trendingonFacebookaswespeak

becausepeopleweretakingavideo,I'm so

fuckedbecausemyfatherandunclesareso

goingtocutmyballs,sincethismagadithing

startedtheybeentellingmeaboutactingright

andshit,kooregagotweI'm sleepingwithher.

Yourfamilyleyonekana...I'm sofucked....

Bride:(laughed)Wow...Sodidyoutakeit?

Refa:Itookthekeys,shecaughtmeoffguard...

Ididn'twanttoembarrassherbesidesshe

wasn'tsayingshewantsmebackoranything,

shejustgavemeapresent.Shoulditakeit

back?

Bride:(laughed)HehehelaratiwatheboRefa,

jaanongobotsannarra?Whyareyouasking

me?

Refa:I'llfindawayofgivingitback,ijusttook



thekeystoavoidmakingherajokeon

Facebook.I'llreturnit

Bride:Giveittomeifyoudon'twantit

Refa:kegoeneele?

Bride:Ee

Refa:I'm seriouskanababe,shegavemethe

papersforregistration

Bride:(laughed)I'm serioustoo,bringthat

birthdaypresenthere,I'lluseitakerewenao

rataAudi.I'llgoandregisteritinmynames

tomorrow

Refa:Ok,shap.(receivingacall)Eishmyuncles

arecalling,Oarabiledelayedme.They’regoing

tokillmegotwekediilwekedipresent,bye,we

arecoming

Bride:Bye

Shehungupandstuckhertongueout



celebratinganewcar..

*

*

*

*

*

.
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Atthebride'shome...

DresseddecenttheBanda'squietlyapproached

thebride'sfamilywiththeirsoninthemiddle,



oneofthefamilymembersshowedthem their

seatsandtheyallsatdown,afterbrief

exchangeofpleasantriesoneauntsteppedout

holdingthebride'shand.

Shortinherwelltailoreddressthatrevealedher

Africanfigurethebridekeptherheaddownas

herin-lawsululated,Refalookedatherand

smiledastheysathernexttohismother.

Bride'suncle:(stoodup)Mayijusttakethis

opportunitytothankGodfortheunionofthis

youngmanandyoungwoman,theirwas

createdinheavenandwewishthem nothings

andbutgoodluckandhappiness.Wecan'twait

forthewedding...Letmenotwastetimeand

introducethefamily...I'llstartwiththefather...

Bride'sfatherstoodandeveryoneclapped



handsastheintroductionswentonandon.

Soonafteryounggirlswalkedinwithtraysand

gaveeveryoneteaasbothfamiliesmingled

beforeleavingwiththeirson.

AttheBandafamily...

MeanwhileFelaandAkofangstoodbythecar

withothercousinsasAkofangsmokeda

cigarettewhileFelaplayedwiththechildren's

ballchesttrappingit.Akofangtookouthis

phoneandimmediatelyraisedhiseyebrows

lookingatRefahuggingRabiinfrontofa

legend45...

Akofang:Waristhis?

Felasteppedoverandfannedthecigarette



awayholdingtheballtohiship..

Fela:(leanedin)Shit,whatthehellisthis?

Akofang:Sheisboughthim acar?Howcome

allthegirlsimeetwanthairmoneyfrom me

andnevergivemeanything?Theyeventrickme

intogivingthem busfeeandblockmeafter.

Fela:Ican'tbelieveRabididthis,howcouldshe

dothistoherself?

Akofang:No,ican'tbelieveihaveneverbeen

givenevenP50forpetrol.Andirememberthe

principalgivingyoumoneytoo,whatdoyoudo

towomen?Canyouteachme?

Fela:(laughed)Waatsenwa?

Akofang:No,I'm serious.Whatdoyoudrink?

Fela:Justfuckawomanreallygoodanddon't

betooavailable,shemustknowshemightlose

youaskarelaxerthenshewilldoherbestto



keepyou..Simpleasthat..(Akofanglookedat

him)justbeagoodguybutdon'tbetoo

available,that'llkeepheronyourpalm,aboveall

fuckheranddon'tjustfuckher,fuckthatpussy

untilshecums,makehercum andthatmy

friendisagiftnoteverymanhas...Women

won'tadmititbuttheylovegettingfuckedbut

hereisthecatch-theyonlylovegettingfucked

byguyswiththegiftoforgasm...ifyouaregood

theywillcomeflockingevenmarriedwomen

willspreadtheirlegsforyou.(pathim onthe

shoulder)Ifyoucan'tmakehercum atleast

havemoney,youcan'tsuckinbedandbebroke

atthesametime,pickonestruggle.Ionceslept

underthebedwhilevisitingRefainUBbecause

hewantedtofuckthisothergirlwalefirstyear...

Hefuckedthatgirlmoelenggorekehakuaare

obatagorotaRefaaganagomotogela

ngwanaolemonnaalesamorotobaemeka

dinao,kgantelengwanaolekeakuaare"go

monateodirakerota"(theylaughed)moroto



watengwaelelakogonnakesaitsegorekeo

thibekaengkeletsemomorotongkamokwata

Refalecheribathulametse

Akofang:(laughed)Youshouldhavegotout

andsaidnoguysillwaitoutside

Fela:NeketshabagorewagosiaRefaaisea

hetseakere...

Theprincipal'scarstoppedatthegateand

everyoneturnedlookingattheunfamiliarcar...

Akofang:Sugarsishere

Fela:(punchedhim)Wanyela!

Feladroppedtheballonhiskneeandkickedit

offthenherantowardsthegatedustinghis

handsandleanedinsidethecar..



Fela:Heybabe,what'sgoingon?

Principal:You'renotansweringyourphone

Fela:It'sonthechargerinside,youcan'tcome

hereyet...

Principal:Whynot?Wehavebeentogetherfor

3yearsFela,I'm awindow,what'sstoppingyou

from introducingmetoyourfamily?

Fela:It'snotthateasy...Ineedtimeandidon't

thinkyouknowhowsickmyfamilyis,my

motherisfullofdrama.Idon'tthinkyoucan

handleher

Principal:Iwenttoschoolwithher,iknowhow

sheis.Icanhandleher.I'm reallytiredofbeing

hidden,ifiembarrassyouletmeknowsothati

canstartlookingforsomeone.

Fela:FirstofallI'm notembarrassedandilove

you,ifididnâ€™tloveyouiwouldhavea



girlfriendrightnowbecausethereisnothing

stoppingme.I'm justtryingtoprotectyou

Principal:I'm fine,idon'tneedyoutoprotect

me.Ijustwantyourloveandiwilltakecareof

youreveryneed,I'llcookforyouandgiveyou

whateveryouwant

Fela:Kanannagakeganebabe,karemphe

nako..Justafewweeksthat'sall.Myparents

arebusywithRefa'swedding,heisgetting

marriedinamonth,nextweekopegamaina.

Principal:It'saperfecttimetointroducemesoi

cancometotheweddingsothatwhenyoutalk

aboutmarriagetheydon'tgetsurprised.

Fela:Ok,I'llletthem know...Tomorrow

Principal:Ok...

Fela:So,whydidyoucallme?

Principal:Nothing,ijustwantedtosaygood

morningbutyouweren'tpickingupandi



wantedtofindoutifeverythingisOK.

Fela:I'm fine,thephoneischarging.

Principal:Ok,iloveyou...Um wait...(handed

him apairofblackjeans)Igotthisforyouat

themall

Fela:Thanksbabe..

Shedroveoffthenhewalkedbackinside....

AtAkwana'sHouse...

Thenextmorningaround6Akwana'salarm

buzzed,halfsleepsheturneditoffandclosed

hereyessleepingandsomehowfoundherself

holdingababysittingonthehospitalbed,her

husbandpushedthedoorandsmiledamazed

athisbaby.Heleanedoverandkissedherthen

hetouchedthebaby'stinyfingers..



Husband:(softly)HeyMelody?Doyouknowme?

Youcamefrom myballs..

Akwanalaughedandherlaughterwokeher,she

yawnedlookingaroundandrealiseditwasa

dream thenshelaiddownagainandclosedher

eyessothedream couldcontinuebutnothing

cameback.Sheputapillowoverherheadand

triedfallingasleepandstill,nothingcameback

thenshegotupanddraggedherfeettothe

bathroom...

Akwana:Mxxxxxim....

Sheleanedoverandbrushedherteeth.Afew

minuteslatershesteppedoutofthehousewith

apileofmarkedtestpapersandpressedher



phoneheadingtothestaffroom..While

scrollingshecameacrossapost"Risksof

havingababyatanolderage"shestopped

walkingandreadthepostthenshewenttothe

comments..

Comment1:Gapebanababatsholwangke

mekhurukhumebaratagororomaroroma,ba

nnadilonyanahela.Lebommongolootaithela

batshotswekebathobabaover30yearsold.

Comment2:Iagree,especiallyyamiscarriage

Comment2:birthdefectsyeoyonekeebonye

kamyneighbouraipoleletsegoreeneoemetse

nyalo,kae?Nyaloyarepherere,at40shetried

andnowhersonhasabigheadthathecan't

evenlifttowalk,helaysdownmostofthetime.

Shetriedagainandgavebirthtoamongolthen

ablindbaby.Heryardisfulloffunnychildren

gabanormal.



Comment:Peoplerebuisengsente,someofus

havechildrenwithdisabilities.You'rethesame

parentswhoraisebullies,howdoesawoman

saysomethinglikethataboutchildrenandjust

soyouknowsomeofuswantedtobe

financiallystablefirst.

Reply:Stopgettingemotionalovernonsense,

wearejustagreeingwiththemedicalfindings

bygivingexamples.

Reply:Butyourwordsshowruthlessyou're.

Reply:Ahheysokelakoo,youlaughedatus

whenwestruggledwithourchildrenlereledi

slayQueenthenwhenyouendupbarrenorwith

funnylookingkidsyoublameus.

Reply:Godblessyounana,kegoneelakarma.

Reply:Waii

Thepostleftherdepressedasshesighedand



walkedinthestaffroom...

AtChelsea'sGardenandBeautySpa..

LaterthatmorningChelseapulledherchairand

satdownpushingherhairbackthenshelogged

inFacebookwiththecompanycomputer.

Oarabile'sposttoppedhernewsfeed,hermouth

droppedassheclickedonthevideoandlooked

atthevideo.Thaplainlookonhisfaceandthe

distancehekeptbetweenthem duringthehug..

Sheclickedonthecomments

Comment1:Thatgentlemandoesnotlook

happy(300likesoncomment)

Comment2:Isitmeorthisguyisn'thappy

aboutthegift?Isheevenyourman?Retoo

swelamasepa,imaginespendingonaLegend



45andtheonlyresponseyougetisthanks.

(800likes

Comment2: Shemsthisguypaidmagadifor

mysister,nextmonthrejalenyalo

Comment:Peopleleaveheralone,lebonalele

brokemxm.Mmelennankasebechekakoloi

Chelseasighedandleanedbackdialing

Oarabile'snumberthenshedialedBoago..

Boago:Hello?

Chelsea:KantewhyisOarabilebuyingRefaa

car?Thisguyhasmoneyandhowmuchdoes

shemakepermonth?Shehasn'tworkedfor

longandalreadysheboughtPorsche,abig

houseofwhichiheardsheispayingfornow

Legend45?anditlooksliketherecentmodels..

Boago:Iwasn'tonFacebook,I'm justseeing



thisnowmmekanaitoldherthatKaenetold

meRefatoldhim heisgettingmarriedsoon.He

wasnâ€™tspecificbuthesaidhewantsto

marry.

Chelsea:I'm sosickandtiredofthisgirl,i

thoughtmalobakemotaditseommakatsaa

neelaRefakoloi.

Boago:Ican'ttalktoherthatmuchbecause

Kaenesuspectsipasseverythingtohersoi

wanttomakehim forget.

Chelsea:Aeno,thiswitchlostdirectionkana

debtsarethemostdrainingthingever.I'm

goingtotellhertogetthatcarbackandsellit

soshecanpaythatloan,I'm sureshetooka

loan.Shewilljustinsultme,ican'tbelieveI'm

relatedtosuchfoolishness...Itslikeshecan't

seeeveryonearoundherisprogressing.

Boago:Kemathatamma,Akwanakakwaleene

mmakegaywaitsedilotsaGaborone,kana



AkwanawasnormaluntilshewenttoGaborone

andtheytaughtherhowtosleepwithwomen.

Chelsea:Yooosiamehanakoechaaotaa

bonaatogelamenwanaabatamonnaketenwa

kaOarabilebecausesheisgoingtocommit

suicide.

Boago:Gotalktohermaybeshewilllisten.

Chelseahungupanddialedheragainbutthere

wasnoanswerthenshestoodupandwalked

outbumpingonherhusband.

Austin:Hey,whereareyougoing?Iforgotmy

walletinyouroffice

Chelsea:Rabiboughtherexacarandtheguy

isgettingmarried,I'm goingtotellhertoreturn

thecar.Thisgirlhasalwaysbeenkindofstupid

whenitcomestopeople.You'dthinksheis



smartwhenyouhearhermarksbutwhenshe

doessomethingyou'llwonder.

Austin:Whyareyougettinginvolvedinthis

drama?

Chelsea:sheisjustgoingtocontinuedoing

that,shewon'tstop.Iknowher.Peopleuseher

allthetime

Austin:Stillit'snoneofyourbusiness,don'tget

involvedinthis.Sheisanadultandsheknows

whatsheisdoing.Thisisthesamewomanwho

almostgotyoutokill,

Chelsea:Babeyouhavetounderstandthatshe

islikeasister,ourmother'swereidenticaltwins

wesharethesameDNAevenifyoutestedus

you'drealisethatwerelateassistersnot

cousins.

Austin:Andyou'regivingmealectureabout

DNA?Really?(Chelseasighed)Getbackinthe

officeandrunyourbusiness



Chelsea:Austinihavetogetthatcarback

beforeRefaregistersitinhisname,itwillbe

veryhardtogetitbackandOarabileisgoingto

paybigtimeforthatcar.Idon'tknowhow

muchshemakespermonthbutitcan'tbe

enoughtobuyalegend45,Porscheandabig

houselikethat,thisgirlisintelligentbutsheis

alsostupid,idon'tevenknowhowtoexplainit

toyou.Shewasusedasateenager,I'm talking

abouttheageatwhichicouldsaynotoboys

buteneshejustdideverythingshewastoldto

do.That'showshehadNatasha...

Tearsfilledhereyesasshelookedather

husbandhopingforachangeofheart...

Austin:No,you'restillnotgettinginvolvedin

thatdrama.Wehavealottodo,youstillhaveto

checkoutournextholidaydestination,it'syour



turntopick.Talktoheronthephone..

Chelseatearfullyturnedaroundandwalkedin

theofficewhereshesatdownandrubbedher

eyesbreathingheavily..

Chelsea:(lookedatthetime)Austin

pleeeease...Idon'twantthem toregisterthat

car,isawhergivinghim thepapersmaybeican

gettherebeforetheyregisterit.

Austin:Babeisaidno,you'renotgetting

involvedinthatsaga.Oarabileisnotanice

persontobeginwith,ifsomethinghappens

duringtheprocessshewillblameyoulikeshe

almostdid.

Chelsea:It'sinthepast,sheapologised,Austin

Austin:(slowly)Nooo...



Heleanedoverandkissedherthenhewalked

outandclosedthedoor,sherubbedhereyes

andstoodbythewindowwatchinghim driveoff

thenshegrabbedhercarkeysandleft...

Atbrandingcompany...

MeanwhileCharitysteppedoutofthelegend45

andclosedthedoorasoneoftheemployees

walkedover...

Charity:Hey,wetalkedonthephone...

Man:MrsDube

Charity:It'sMsDube

Man:Sorrynekebonaring

Charity:Ohthis,soontobeMrsRefaBanda

Man:Ok,MrsBandathisside...



Charity:Ok,soyougotthecompanylogoand

everythingright?

Man:yes,ijustwantyoutosignhere.Wewill

bedonebrandinginlessthan2hours.

Charity:Alright,I'm headingtotransport.I'll

collectitlater

Shesignedandpaidthenshewalkedoutand

gotinthequantum,herassistantdroveoutand

joinedtheroad...

Charity:Dropmethere,ifthequeueistoolong

I'llgobackandgetthecar...

AtOarabile'sHouse....

MeanwhileOarabilelaidonthebedgoing



throughhercommentsanddeletingthebad

onesleavingtheonesthatencouragedher,she

stumbledonacomment," thatguyjustpaid

magadiformysister,nextmonthrejalenyalo"

sheclickedonTsentleDubeandwentthrough

herpictures,thelittlegirlinawheelchaircaught

herattentionandsherememberedwhereshe

sawher.

SheswallowedanddialedRefa...

Refa:Hello?

Oarabile:Hi,isittrueyou'regettingmarried?

Refa:Yeah,nextmonth

Oarabile:Oh,ok..(therewasanawkward

silence)I'm happyyou'retryingtoforgetusbut

I'm alsoverysadthatyou'regoingtoembarrass

heronthelastminute.Youwon'tgothrough



withthatweddingandalotofpeoplearegoing

tohateyou,trustme

Refa:I'm gettingmarriedonthe26th,you're

invitedtoo.

Oarabile:Whataboutthebaby?

Refa:Natashatoldmeyoumadeyourself

throwupbutithinkthatfirstpillhadalready

dissolvedinyourblood,itsthesecondpillyou

threwupbecauseileftimmediately.Eitherway

iwilllovemybaby,Charityisreadytonursethat

baby

Oarabile:Excuseme?

Refa:Wetalkedaboutitandiexplainedwhat

happened,shesaysshewilltakeitbecause

Pearlisoldenoughtohavealittlesisteror

brotheranyways

Oarabile:You'renotgettingmychild,youdidn't

evenwantit



Refa:YouforcedmetohaveitandnowI'm

goingtohaveit.Ifyouthinkyou'llwincustody

ofanewbornwithyourcareeryou'reso

mistaken.Iam amarriedmanstayingwith3of

mychildren,mywifeisabusinesswomanwho

canstillmakemoneywhilelayingdownnextto

ourbaby.Andlet'snotforgetthatoneofthe

threekidsisyours.Ifyoucouldn'ttakecareof

Bambinowhatmakesyouthinkyoucantake

careofthisone?Youhavenightshifts,whowill

takecareofthebaby?Themaid?Ithinkthe

magistratewillmakeabetterdecision,keep

eatingandfeedingmybaby,mywifeandiare

waiting.I'm angrythatyoudecidedtospitthe

pills,iwasn'tplanningonhavingsomanykids,i

wasn'tevenplanningonhavinganotherchild

withyou.

Oarabile:Andyouthinkyou'rebetterfor

marryingyourlittlesister?You'reverysickfor

marryingyourhalfsister,I'm gladweparted



becausemaybeyouweregoingtomolestmy

daughter,you'resick

Refa:Atleastifellforherunknowingly,what

aboutyou?Whatmadeyoufuckmyunclefora

cupofsugar?What'sthedifferencebetween

youandmeRabi?Yoursinfuldutywasto

provideforyourfamilybysleepingwithmy

uncleandiam withcharitybecauseitstoolate

toturnback,what'sthedifference?Skabatago

ntena,itookcareofyourchildforyearsdoingit

faithfullyandonthelastminuteyoutoldme

shewasn'tmine,nowyou'resayingI'm capable

ofmolestingher?Wow,thanksfortellingme

thisbecausefrom nowonI'llstayfarfaraway

from hertogiveyoupeaceofmind.

Oarabile:Iwantmycarbackakereyou're

gettingmarried

Refa:Ididn'twantyourcar,igaveittomywife

andithinkshedeservesitforgettingcheated

andforalltheenergysheisgoingtousetotake



careofyourbaby.I'm sureit'sbrandednow

becausesheleftforregistration,ourdriverwill

betransportingequipmentwithit

Oarabile:Youdidwhat?

Refa:IgaveittoCharity

Shehungupandputherhandsoverherface,

therewasadingdongthenshewalkedover

andopenedthedoor,Chelseawalkedinand

closedthedoor...

Chelsea:Howmuchdidyouspendonthatcar?

Oarabiletearfullylookedatherandswallowed..

Oarabile:HegaveittoCharity,gatesheis

goingtoregisterit...



Chelsea:Mxm,Letshurryupjaanongoemetse

golela?Mxm

Chelseadraggedherout...

AtthedepartmentofTransportand

communications.

ChelseapulledoverasOarabilerubbedher

tears...

Chelsea:Idon'tevenknowwhyyou'recrying,

you'reverystupid!Let'sgoyoubetterpraywe

findheronthequeue,I'm goingtosnatchthose

papersevenifithurtingherarms.

Theywalkedtowardstheofficeandbumpedon



charityassheputthedocumentsinher

handbag,shelookedatthem andsighed

walkingbylikeshedidn'tknowthem.

Oarabile'sheartskippedasshelookedatthe

newlybrandedLegend45,Charityjumpedin

andstarteditthenChelseatiedherhairand

followedherasOarabilepacedbehindher

holdingherbigbump...

*

*

*

*

*

.

.

.
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Atthedepartmentoftransport

Charitycalmlycheckedthemirrorasshe

startedthecarthenshepulledthebeltand

cluckedit.Shecouldtellhowhightheir

emotionswerebutforsomereasonshejust

smiledandchangedthegears...

Charity:Ifanyofyoubrainlesswomentouchmy

carormeyou'llhaveapolicecaseinlessthan

anhour.Theringonmyfingerdoesnotallow

metofightonthestreetactuallythemywhole

integritydoesnotallowmetofightonthestreet.

Chelsea:(heldherhips)Thisisnotyourcarand

youknowit,shewantshercarback.



Charity:Reportmeifistoleit

Chelsea:Thebankisgoingtotakeit

Charity:(laughed)Iguessbasiceducationis

reallyimportant,Ididn’tgooverseastostudy

difficultthingsbutiknowthathavingthis

documentsmakesmetheownerofthiscar.

(sighedholdingthesteeringwheelwithboth

hands)Anyhaw...Mayipleasereverse..

(lookingatherbump)Rabiwatchmydaughter

please,I'm waitingforthatangelathome.Let

meknowonthedayofherdeliverynanaautwa?

Botsetsijookeboemetsegore..Whatmakesit

soeasyisthefactthatmyhusbanddidnot

cheatonme,kesoneseobonangkemo

amogetsekatsoopedi.

Oarabile:Heiswithyoubecauseirejectedhim,

hewascryingforme..Literallycrying,hashe

evercriedforyou?Huh?

Charity:Didisaythankyouforrejectinghim?



(smiled)Thankyou.Andnoidon'tremember

him cryingformebecauseidon'tmakestupid

decisionsthathurthim,isimplydon'tmakehim

cryandithinkit'sverysadthatyouthink

makingamancryisasignoflove.(toChelsea)

WenaMrsJonesI'm disappointedinyoubutI'll

dealwithyouanotherdaytodayijustwantto

testtheengineofhismachine.Ihavenever

drivenalegend45before..ThankyouRabi,i

loveit.Ican'twaittoseewhatyou'llbuyforus

onRefa'snextbirthday.

Oarabile:You'reabitchjustlikeyourmother

whosleptwithanotherwoman'sman,you're

trashforevenlettingyourbigbrothersleepwith

you.Howdoyoufeelsleepingwithyourfather's

son?You'reawhoreandRefaisgoingtouse

you,whenheisdonewithyourstretchedpussy

hewillcomebacktomeandyou'llbeverysad...

Ifeelsorryforyou

Chelsea:Nnyaammethemmayoustooped



low,yourownbrother?Iregretnotgivingyou

thatantifreeze

Charity:(smiledsoftly)Areyoudone?(they

keptquiet)Dintšadibogolatou,gagonasepese

lekasentirangkana,kegonegonthogahelaof

whichI'm goingtoreportyoukopolice.Iknew

youwereeithergoingtoattackmeorinsultme

soirecordedourconversation.You'llexplainto

thepolicewhatyoumeanbyyouregretnot

givingmethatantifreeze

Shepressedhervoicerecorder..

((((((((Voice:You'reabitchjustlikeyourmother

whosleptwithanotherwoman'sman,you're

trashforevenlettingyourbigbrothersleepwith

you.Howdoyoufeelsleepingwithyourfather's

son?You'reawhoreandRefaisgoingtouse

you,whenheisdonewithyourstretchedpussy



hewillcomebacktomeandyou'llbeverysad...

Ifeelsorryforyou

Voice2:Nnyaammethemmayoustoopedlow,

yourownbrother?Iregretnotgivingyouthat

antifreeze)))

Charity:Pleasemoveaway,I'm reversing..

Shereversedanddroveoff...

AtRefa'soffice...

Refastoodbytheglassinhissuitlooking

outside,heunbuttonedthelastandsecond

buttonasheloosenedhistieandsighed

thoughtfullystaringouttheglass...



BandaknockedandwalkedinasRefaturned

lookingathim...

Banda:Whatareyouthinkingabout?

Refaturnedhisheadagainandlookedoutside

thisputtinghishandsinthepocketsand

sighing.Bandastoodnexttohim andalsoput

hishandsinthepocketslookingathim,hewas

clearlysaddenedandknowingRefahewasn't

goingtosayit..

Banda:Isawthelegend45...imustadmit,

Oarabileisaverycomplicatedwoman.I'm an

oldmanandistilldon'tunderstandwhatkindof

apersonsheis.

Refa:I'm beginningtohateherthough...Idon't

evenknowifit'spossibletoloveandhateatthe



sametimebutihateher.

Hetookoffhisjacketandthrewonhischair

thenhewalkedbacksighedputtinghisarm

alongtheglassthenherestedhisforehead

over...

Refa:ShesaysIwasgoingtomolestNatasha..

(turnedbacktohim gettingevenangrier)Can

youbelievethat?Afteralltheloveigavethat

littlegirl,bondingwithherandthenshecomes

tomyhousewiththepolicetogether,totopit

allshetellsmeNatashaisnotmydaughter.

Sheworkedtirelesslytokillmybondwith

Natashaandshesucceeded,whenshewas

backinUKNatashadidn'thavetimeforme..

Rabilivedperfectlyfor5yearswithoutme

meanwhileicouldn'tevendrinkwater..Allthe

painshemademegothrough,it'snoteven



aboutthepain...Itsthewayshelivedhappily,

sheisvindictiveandican'tstandher,idon't

trustherandtodayshemademehatehereven

more.I'llneverforgiveherforcallingmeachild

molester.

Banda:(smiled)Wow,shereallyknowshowto

pressyourbuttonsisn'tit?Andithinkyou're

hurtshethinksyoucanmolestbecauseyou

carewhatshethinksaboutyou,herthoughts

aboutyoumattertoyou.Somepeopleare

gossipingaboutmelettingyoumarryCharity

butidon'tcarewhateveryonethinks.It'sa

familysecretthatwehaven'ttoldanyonesoif

someoneheardsomethingandgossipsidon't

care.Imoveonbecausetheirthoughtsabout

mewon'tchangeanything.

Refa:Youdon'tgetitOarabilewantalela,i

regretlettingherseemytearsnowshethinks

I'm stupid.Wantalela

Banda:Gonemmewenasystem yagollela



ngwanyanaagolebileoetsayakae?

Hesighedspeechlessly..

Banda:You'resupposedtocryforawoman,

meltdownandbreakdownrightinfrontofher

andstillsmileather,whyshouldyoube

predictable?Theworstmistakeyoucanmake

isforhertoknowthatifidothishewillcry,i

meanwhatthehellisthat?You'reaBanda,act

likeit.Andyoureallyneedtofindawayofnot

lettingOarabile'swordsbotheryou,youknow

you'renotachildmolesterwhyshouldyoube

hurt?

Refa:Ijustthoughtsheknewme

Banda:Ifsheknewyoushewouldhavelong

takenyoubackwhenyousaidyou'reachanged

man,shewouldn'thavekidnappedyouatthe

hospitalthinkingyou'lljustsleepwithher,



clearlyshedoesn'tknowyoubutsheknows

howtopressyourbuttons.Don'tlether,you

haveCharityandthat'swhatyoushouldbe

worriedabout.Yourwifeandthemotherofyour

children.Shelookedverybeautifulyesterday...

Refasmiledslowlyandblushedjustthinking

abouthertheotherday,hebithislowerlipand

eventuallychuckledlookingbackathisfather.

Refa:Iknowthisissupposedtobeawkward

butiactuallyreallyloveher...

Banda:Who?

Refa:(smiledandspokesoftly)Charity...

Helaughedembarrassedandturnedawaythen

hisfatherlaughedandshookhisheadlooking

outside...



Banda:Yourfacelookslikesmittenteenwho

justkissedagirlforthefirsttime

Refasighedthoughtfullyandfoldedthesleeves

ofhisshirt...

Refa:Idon'tknow,ijustfeellikeifitiswhatitis

thenmyfeelingsshouldhaveswitchedoffright?

Banda:Theywouldn'tbecausesheisastranger

toyou.See...IfyouweretoldI'm notreallyyour

fathernowitwouldn'tchangeanything,you'd

stillcallmedad.Humaninteractioniscomplex,

thereisapointofinteractionwhichwhenyou

reachyou'llneverchangeit.That'swhysiblings

fightandmakeup,koorenosituationcan

changethat.Samewithmarriedcouplesgoing

towardsorbeyond40yearsanniversary,their

bondishardtobreak.Example...You'llalways



remaindadtoNatashaevenifbloodsaysyou're

notbecauseshegrewupknowingthat.Bondis

moreimportantthanblood..Amancandonate

asperm andabandonedthebabybutafatheris

thatonemanwhoraisedthatchildthoughits

nothisbyblood.Iam afathertofourboysand

forthefirsttimeyesterdayimetCharity'sfather,

heisagoodmanandicanseewhysheisso

humble.Shewasraisedwell.Forgettheworld

anddoyou,theworldwilltalkandjudgeyou

whentheythemselveshavetheirownsins.One

willhavesexbeforemarriageandstillsayRefa

andBandadidABC,gossip,abort,fornication

andstillsayyoursinisbiggerthanmine.Folks

willalwaystalksodowhatmakesyouhappy..

Hesmiledthoughtfullyandtookadeepbreath

thenheexhaledbeforepickinghisphoneand

sendingashorttext..



Refa:IloveyouMrsBanda,thankyouforgiving

measecondchanceatlove.IswearI'm going

toloveyouwitheverythingihave.Hope

registrationwentwell,missyou.

Charity:I'm atthepolicestation,Oarabileand

Chelseafollowedmetotransportandharassed

me.

Refadialedhernumberandcalledher...

Refa:Charityisatthepolicestation,Oarabile

harassedher

Banda:Rabiisgoingtoofarnow.

Charity:Hello?

Refa:Whathappened?

Charity:SheinsultedmeandmymothersoI'm



reportingherbecausetheywantedtoattackme.

Shetriedtokillmeonceandiletitslide,she

druggedyouandweletitslidethenagreedto

takethechildforpeacesakenowthis?Iwant

hertolearnsothatbythetimethebabycomes

sheknowshowtorespectpeople.

Refa:I'm comingover.

Charity:Ok,I'llsendyouthevoicerecording

Refa:Sendit,I'm coming.

Charity:Ok....

Hehungupandpickedhisjacketashisfather

frowned...

Atthepolicestation...

Meanwhilethepoliceofficerslistenedtothe



recordingwhileChelseaandOarabile

uncomfortablysatontheotherbench...

Officer:Insultingsomeonelikethatisagainst

thelaw,whowasspeaking?

Oarabile:(lowvoice)Me..

Chelsea:Butshestolethecar

Officer:Youtookaloanandboughtsomeonea

present,ifthatpersongivesawaythatpresent

youcan'ttakeitback.Weallsawyougivinghim

thecaronFacebook,evidencekeFacebook.

Evenifyougotocourttheywillstilltellyouthat

it'sCharity'scar,theleastyoucouldhavedone

wasasknicely.

Chelsea:Kanashehasn'tevenpaidthefirst

installmentyet

Officer:Eeakereshegaveitawaywiththe

intentiontopayitherself?Kanajang?Kana



whenyoubuysomeoneat-shirtyoucan'tsay

youwearthisonthisdayandthatday,theyuse

thet-shirthowevertheywant.Hegaveitto

someoneelseandlegallyyoucan'treallysay

shestoleyourcarbecauseitsnotevenyoursto

beginwith.I'm sorrymysisterbutyoumade

thisdecision,youshouldbetalkingtotheman

nother,sheisinnocent.Backtotheinsult,my

sisterorobilemolao..

Officer2:Wait...Whatdidyoumeanby"Iregret

notgivingyouthatantifreeze?

Charity:(pointedatChelsea)Shetriedtopoison

me

Officer:Attemptedmurder

Chelsea:Oarabileistheonewhogavemethe

antifreeze

Oarabile:(turnedtoher)Nna?

Chelsea:Yesyou,whatdoyoumean?Koorei

deletedourmessagesbutyoutoldmeto



Oarabile:Inevertoldyoutogiveherantifreeze,

iwasn'teveninBotswanabythen.Chelseayou

can'tsaythingslikethatyou'llmakemelosemy

jobandihaveloanstopay.Please...

Chelsea:Soyouwantmetotakeblamefor

somethingididn'tdo?

Oarabile:(tearfully)ChelseaI'm goingtolose

myjob,ican'tlosemyjob.Stopsayingit'sme

Chelsea:(tearfully)Rabiyoutoldmetogiveher,

youcan'tblameme

Officer:Kgangeeserioussoyouactually

conspiredtocommitthiscrime?

Oarabile:Ididn'ttellhertopoisonher,shedid

byherself..

ChelseatearfullystoodupdialingAustin...

Officer:Ma'am pleasesitdown



Chelsea:I'm callingmyhusband,heknowsthe

truth

Officer:Ma'am sitdown.You'renowinterfering

withtheinvestigationsofthiscase.Putthe

phonedown

Chelsea:Myhusband-

Officer:(angrily)Putthephonedown,wewill

askyourhusbandquestionsandseeiftheywill

matchyours.Pleasehandoveryourphone.We

areputtingyouintheholdingcellsowecan

havetimetogetthewholestory.

ChelseatearfullylookedatOarabilewho

tearfullyandshookherheadasthepolice

officerescortedherout...

*

*

*



*

*

.

.

.
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Atthepolicestation....

Inanotherroom DrJonestookouthisphone

andsearchedmessagesfrom waybackonlyto

noticehechangedfrom aUKnumbertoalocal

numberayearbefore,heclosedthetaband

loggedintohisconversionbackupappthenhe

searchedforOarabile'snamewhilethepolice

officerquietlywatchedhiswhitefingerssliding



alloverthesmartphone,beforeheknewit

Austinplacedthephoneoverthetableand

lookedathim.

Austin:That'smyconversionwithOarabile3

yearsago,doesitseem likemywifeislyingto

you?

Officer:(reading)No

Austin:Andfrom thatrecordingwecan

concludeshedidn'tgothroughwithitright?

Forgetconclusionsyoucanaskthatladyifshe

waspoisoned.Idon'tknowmuchaboutthelaw

butithinkmywifejustsaidsheregrets,she

didn'tthreatenher.Howdoyouunderstand

English?

Officer:Butitshowsshetriedtopoisonher

Austin:Itshowsshewasaskedtopoisonand

sherefused,nowshedidn'tsayI'm goingto

poisonyouwhichisathreatandillegal,she



saidiregretnotdoingitbututdoesn'tmean

shewilldoit.Ifisaidiregretnotslappingyou

willyouarrestme?Andexactlywhatoffence

willyouchargemewithOfficer?Pleasehelpme

understandBotswanalaws.

Officer:Clearlytherewasaconspiracy

Austin:Exactly,andmywifeputastoptoit,if

thereisanyonewhoshouldbebehindthose

barsisthepersonwhoblackmailsandasks

peopletopoisonothers.Letmeputitthisway,

ifasuspectshiresahitmanandthehitman

dicidesnottokill,whobrokethelaw?Honestly

helpmeunderstand..

Officer:Iunderstandyoubutyoucan'tblame

usbecausetheonlyevidencewehadwasthat

shetriedtopoison.

Austin:Iunderstandyouofficerandit's

probablyhardtobeapoliceofficerbecause

sometimesyoudon'tknowwhenpeopleare



lyingortellingthetruthbutnowyouhaveproof

thatOarabileislying,youknowwhowantedto

killandwhodecidednotto.AndChelseais

wrongtosaysheregretsnotdoingitbutthen

shewasn'tthreateningher,wecan'tconclude

guiltwithcircumstantialevidence.Truly

speakingregrettingisnotathreatnorisita

crime.Itsjustplainstupidity,

Officer:Andyoubothkeptquietaboutthis,you

weresupposedtoreport.

Austin:Ihumblyapologiseforthat,iam to

blameforallthatnotmywife.Itoldhertojust

letitgoandmindherownbusiness,iwas

wrong.Iknowasaresponsibleadultweshould

reportcrimesbutithoughtitwon'thappen

again.

Officer:Ok,I'llletheroutbutshouldthevictim

presschargesthecourtisgoingtosummon

youtwototestifyagainstOarabilesoshecan

beheldresponsibleforattemptingtocommita



crime.

Austin:Thankyou,I'llbeaphonecallaway.

Officer:Ok,pleasewritedownyourstatement

here...(stoodup)I'm goingtotellthem tolet

herout.

Austin:Thankyou..

Theofficerwalkedout...

***

Intheotherroom Charity,Oarabileandacouple

ofotherofficerslistenedtotherecording

again...

FemaleOfficer:(sighed)I'llneverunderstand

myfellowwomen,youboughtthismanacar



knowinghewaswithanotherwoman,ordidhe

lietoyou?

Oarabile:No

Femaleofficer:Soyoubuyhim apresentand

heacceptsitthenhepassesittoawomanhe

loves,awomanheismarryingandyou're

surprised?Marriedpeopleareone,legally

they'renotmarriedbutthey'reintheprocessof

gettingmarried,didyouthinkhewillnotshareit

withher?(Oarabilekeptquiet)Pleasetalktome

Oarabile:Idon'tknowwhattosaytoyou,iwas

buyinghim apresentnother,ifhedidn'twantit

hecouldhaverejecteditnotgiveitaway,igota

loanandpaidforthatcarcash.NowI'm left

withthedebtofwhichidon'tknowhowI'm

goingtopay,I'm alreadypayingforamortgage

loanandcarloan,igotapersonalloanand

boughthim acar,payslipyameleavesmewith

lessthan2K,ialsohavemedicalinsurances

andotherthingsafterallthedeductionsI'llbe



leftwithabout1.4Keventertiarystudentsdon't

getallowancethatlow,howam igoingsurvive?

Officer:Kanawhatyoudon'tunderstandisthat

legallythereisnothingyoucando,yougave

him apresentbeforeeveryoneandtherewere

noconditionssohecandoanythingwithit,he

cangiveitawayorevenburnit..Itshiscar!y

sisterkelelalewena,don'tgetmewrongbut

thelawhasamindofit'sown.Totatheleast

youcoulddoistositdownwithherandhim,

explaineverythingandhumblyaskforyourcar

backotherwiseyoucan'tdoanythingbecause

youwerenottrickedintogivingawaythiscar.

Youboughtitwithouttheirknowledgeand

presentedit.

Oarabile:Iunderstand.

Officer:Theotherofficerisdealingwiththe

antifreezefollowup,ifhecomesbackwith

proofthat-



Chelsea,Austinandtheofficerwalkedin,

Oarabile'sheartskippedastheofficerhanded

hispartnerAustinsphone,hermouthdropped

andshelookedbackatOarabile..

Officer:(clappedonce)Hee,waitseeee.Ka

haneoitatolakatengmmeyokgantelemma!

Oarabilelookeddownandastheycontinued

writing,Refawalkedinandgreetedeveryone

thenhesatnexttoCharity..

Officer:Kerreyoneabechediwa?

Refa:Iguessyoucouldsaythat..

Officer:Eebomma,thisladyisopeningacase

againstyoubecauseyouinsultedherbut

Oarabilehasasecondchargeforconspiracyto



commitmurderbypoisoning.

TheotherofficerspassedbywithStevenashe

tearfullyrubbedhiseyes..

Steven:(pointingatRabi)Youtoldmeyou

wantedtokillCharity,youtoldmetobuy

everything.Ididn'tknowantifreezekills

Oarabile'seyestearedupasshelookedbackat

Steven...

Oarabile:Steven?Didn'tisayhallucigenic

tablets?Ievensentyoumoneyandthenumber

ofthepersonwhogaveyouthosepills.

Steven:Stoplying,idon'tevenknowCharity.

Whywouldiwanttokillher?



Officer:Heisright,youhavethemotiveand

nowwehavereasontobelievethatCharityis

notsafeaslongasyou'reroamingaround.

Theofficerswenttotheotherroom with

Steven...

Austin:Refacanwetalk?Inprivate

Refareluctantlyfollowedhim outwherethey

stoodonthesideofthebuildingfacingthe

morningsunshinewithabitoffrowns..

Austin:(shookhishand)Hey,goodmorning

Refa:Morning

Austin:I'm sorrythatChelseaispartofthis,

justthismorningitoldhernottogetinvolved



becauseidon'ttrustRabiandidon'tknowher

thatmuchbutaftertheantifreezethingyididn’t

wantmywifenexttoher.Idon'tknowif

Chelseasuddenlygothitbyamnesiaorwhat

becauseitseemsshehasforgottenwhat

Charityisdoingforourson.Idon'tknowbut

becausethefourofushavebeenmeetingto

discussRJandthingsweregoingsogood,i

trulythoughtthiswasreasonenoughforherto

stayawaybutyouknowwomen,sheprobably

thoughtI'm acontrolfreakbysayingno.For

RJ'ssakeI'm humblyaskingyoutoaskyour

wifetodropthechargesonChelsea.I'll

personallymakesureshestaysawayfrom

CharityandOarabile.

Refalookedbackinhiseyesandsighed...

Austin:Iunderstandyou'reangrybutipromise



you,youwon'tregretit...I'lltalktoChelseaeven

ifitmeanspunishinghersomehowbutdon'tlet

them putherfingerprintsonthesystem,at

leastnotnow.Ifshedoesitagainyes..

Refa:I'lltalktoCharitybutI'm notpromising.

Austin:(shookhishand)Itrustyou,thankyou

somuch,youwon'tregretthis.

Theywalkedbackinside,Refaleanedover

Charity'searandtalkedtoherforaminutethen

OarabilelookedatAustinandChelsea..

Chelsea:(mimed)Please,I'm sorry..

Charityturnedherheadandsighed,theywaited

forhertosaysomethingbutshekeptquietfor

about5minutesastheofficerspoke...



Charity:I'dliketodropchargestsagaChelsea,

wewillsolveittogetherwithourmenpresent,

wehaveachildtogethersoforthesakeofthat

childwewanttosettleitoutofcourt.

AtSchool...

Meanwhilethebreakfastsirenwailed,Akwana

walkedoutoftheclassandtypedamessage

headingtothestaffroom...

Akwana:GoodmorningOD,ithinkweshould

breakupbecauseiwantaproperfamily.Ilove

youandyou'reanamazinggirlfriend,ifonlyyou

couldgivemebabies.Ilovechildrenandidon't

wanttogrowoldwithoutone.

Odirile:Therearemanywaysofhavingkids,we

cangetadonor



Akwana:Idon'twanttohaveababywithaman

idon'tknow,whatifyoudumpmelaterandI'm

leftwithababywhosefatheridon'tknow?

Odirile:Whereisthiscomingfrom?Ithought

weweretalkingaboutmarriage

Akwana:Iwantaproperweddingnota

weddinginSouthAfricawithoutmyfamily,i

wanttofeellikearealwifeevenifidon'tget

marriedit'sstillfinebecausemarriagecomes

from Godbutineedachild.

Odirile:You'renotleavingmeaftereverythingi

didforyouandinvestedinyou,iloveyou.

Akwana:It'sover.Pleaserespectthat.

Odirile:I'm leavingtheoffice,meetmeatyour

house

Akwana:Ihavealessonafterbreak,ican'tsee

you.

Odirile:Don'tmakemefollowyoutowork



becauseI'llgothereifihaveto,akerekareI'llbe

therebeforebreaktimecollapses?

Akwana:Ok,I'llseeyouthere.

Sheturnedtotheteacher'squarterswhereshe

madeherselfbreakfastinthekitchenandwent

toherroom,minuteslaterOdirilewalkedinand

slowlyclosedthedoorwhileAkwanasippedtea

withbread...

Odirile:Babewhat'sgoingon?

Akwana:Ican'tdothisanymore,iwanttohave

childrenandyoucan'tgivemethat,idon'twant

asperm donor,it'slikehavingachildwitha

stranger

Odirile:Sowhoareyouleavingmeforthen?

George?

Akwana:Really?You'resick



Odirileslappedthecupofherhandspillingthe

teaoverherthenshegrabbedherthroat

chokingheronthebedwhileAkwanagagged

holdingherstrongarm..

Akwana:Odirilestop,you're.....Ggggg...kga-kga

-uhhh

Odirile:(angrily)YouthinkI'm playingwithyou?

Tearsdroppedatthecornersofhereyesthen

Odirileletgo,shecoughedholdingherneck

thenOdirileslappedherontheface,Akwana

putthepillowoverherfacecryingwhileOdirile

fixedhershirt...

Odirile:You'renotleavingme.Ifyouleaveme

I'm goingtokillyouandkillmyself,trustmei



havenomotivationtolivebesidesyou..

Sheslammedthedooronherwayoutthen

Akwanaburstintotears....

Atthepolicestation...

LateronAustinangrilywalkedoutofthepolice

stationasChelseapacedbehindhim witha

guiltyface,heopenedthedoorforherwitha

straightfaceanddroveoffasshesadlylooked

athim..

Austin:Don'tlookatmelikethat.(lookedatthe

time)Imissedworkforyouridioticdecisions.

Chelsea:I'm sorry,ilearnedmylessonnow,

nevereverwillidisrespectmywonderful

husband.Youhavemyword..



Hesighedandcontinueddriving...

***

BackatthepolicestationOarabileshamefully

lookeddownaseveryonestaredather...

Oarabile:Idon'tknowhowigotherebutI'm

sorry,CharityI'm sorryforallthetroublei

causedyou,iinsultedyou,idruggedRefaandi

vomitedthemorningafterpill,ididallthatbuti

promiseyouihaveneveraskedanyoneto

poisonyou.Iwantedyoutoactirrationalso

Refacanleaveyou.Ihavenoreasontolieto

youbecauseevendruggingwillresultinme

losingmyjobandlicence.Ipromiseyouifthis

goestocourtit'stheendforme.Ifyouforgive



meiwillnevertalktoRefa,iwon'taskforthe

carbackandiwillnevertroubleyou.Ifyouwant

thisbabyiwillgiveittoyouaswell.Alliwantis

foryoutoforgivemesothaticanraisemy

daughter,unliketherestshehasnofatheror

guardianbesidesme.Ishouldhavethought

aboutherbutyouknowsometimesweforget

wherewecomefrom.I'm askingyouthisin

frontofeveryoneaswitnesses,pleaseforgive

meandyou'llneverhearfrom me.

Charity:Idon'tbelieveyoubutiwilltakeyour

wordforit.

Oarabile:Thankyou..

Charity:OfficerI'm droppingthecase,ihope

shewon'tdoitagain

Officer:Areyousure?

Charity:Eemma,ketsayagoreoiponyemolato

andshewillnotdoitagain.

Officer:(writingdown)MmeOarabileireally



hopeyouunderstandthatyou'relucky.You

werethisclosetolosingyourjoborevenyour

freedom.

Oarabile:Iknow...

Shetearfullylookeddownastheofficersfilled

whateverpaperstheywere..

Officer:Kealebogabatsadi,goaitumedisaha

bathobaitshwarelanammeaesekayareo

itshwaretswewaboelela.

Oarabile:Thankyou..

ShestoodupandshookCharity'shand..

Oarabile:Thankyou.Iwillpayfortheloanof

thecarandrespectyourmarriage.Sinceyou'll



bemarriedinamonthIwillneverevertalkto

RefainsteadIwilltalktoyouasthewifeabout

thechildren.I'm donewiththis,I'm tiredandim

losingdirectionofmylife.Thankyoufor

bringingmehere,iguessthat'swhatineeded

toreallyseeI'm headingfordistraction.Thanks

fordroppingthecase.

Charity:You’rewelcome..

ShetookadeepbreathandwalkedoutasRefa

looked...

AMONTHLATER.......

*

*
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AtBoago'sHouse...

OnaThursdayafternoonKateopenedthegate

andraninsideasKaenedrovein,Boago

frownedlookingatAkwanasittinginhercar

havingadrink..

Kaene:Ididn'tknowAkwanaishere

Boago:Ididn'tknoweither,isitmeor

nowadayssheisalwayshere?

Kaene:Maybesheisfeelinglonelyatherhouse

Boago:Ago...Akwanaisnotlonely,setengse

asebatang..Doyoueverchatwithher?

Kaene:(offended)Didyougivemehernumber?

Whywouldyouthinklikethat?

Boago:I'm justasking,whyareyougetting



defensive?

Kaene:It'slikeyou'resayingI'dstripyoursister,

whodoyouthinkiam?

Boago:OhmyGodCaneisaidI'm sorry,Jesus!

Kaene:Ifyoudon'twantyoursistertovisityou

justtellherdon'tusemeasanexcuse

Boago:Canyoudropit?(loweredhervoice)

Thekidsarelistening..

Theybothlookedbackastheirchildrenplayed

intheback,thecarstoppedthentheyranoutto

theiraunt.

Akwanagotoutofthecarandpickedthe

youngestkissingher..

Akwana:Heybubu,Imissedyou



Her:Imissedyoutooauntie

Thebabyhuggedherthensheflinched

frowningasthebaby'shandtouchedher

bruisedneck..

Akwana:Letmeputyoudown...Igotyouguys

clothes...

Sheopenedthebootandtookoutabigplastic

ofclothes..

Boago:Hi,whatareyoudoinghere?

Akwana:Ijustwantedtocheckonyou..

Boago:You'realwayscheckingonmekanakea

berekamolwapengsowhenihavevisitors

everydayican'tdoanythingplusKaeneis



forcedtoleavesohecangiveusspaceleene

gagommeesentehela.

Akwana:Oh..(sadly)Ok...Um...(handedher

theplastic)Thisisforthekids,yesterdaywheni

wasdoingtheirlaundryinoticedtheirt-shirts

lostcolor

Boago:Thankyou

Akwana:Ok,bye

ShegotinthecarandBoagonoticedabruise

onherarm whenherlongsleevesweater

slightlypulledback..

Boago:Obolailwekeholetsogong?

Akwana:Iwasliftingsometextbooksandthe

shelfbruisedme,bye



Sherolledupherwindowsanddroveoffas

Odirilecalledher...

Akwana:Hello?

Odirile:Okae?

Akwana:I'm home,whatdoyouwant?

Odirile:I'm layingonyourbed,soyou're

cheating?

Akwana:Itoldyoutoleavemealone.

Odirile:I'm waitingforyou,youbetternotcome

smellingcondomsoranythingfunny.I'm going

tosmellthatpussy.

ShehungupanddialedChelsea...

Chelsea:Hello?

Akwana:Hey..I'm passingbyyouryard,cani



sayhi?

Chelsea:(rememberedherseducingRefaand

thoughtaboutAustinashelaughedwiththe

kidsbythepool)No,wearenothomeatthe

moment.Wewillbehomelateratnight..

Akwana:Ohok,bye

Shehungupandsigheddrivingaroundthemall..

AtOarabile'sHouse...

OnthesameafternoonOarabileandNatasha

steppedoutofthecarasthenewtenants

parkednexttothem witharangerover.

ThecoupleshookhandswithRabiandthey

walkedinassheputherarm aroundNatasha



whiletheyfollowedthecouplearound..

Wife:Wowthishouseissobeautiful,iloveit..

Husband:Ilovethesecuritypartofit,ijustlove

thefactthatitlocksitselfbecausesometimes

weknockofflateandthekidsareforgetful

oncetheysitonthecouchwatchingTV.

Natasha:(smiledholdinghermother’shandon

herchest)Howoldareyourkids?Wehavea

playgroundintheback,it'snewandtheswings

arereallynice

Wife:Letmeseethem

Natashagrabbedherhandandrushedher

outsidewhilethehusbandwalkedaroundthe

houseandeventuallyfollowedthem outside,

Oarabilequietlywatchedthehusbandashe

heldhiswifefrom thebackandkissedherneck



astheychattedpointingattheplayground.

Natasharanbackandputherarm aroundher

mother..

Natasha:Doyouthinktheywillagreetorentit?

Iwastellingthewomanabouttheplayground

andishowedherhowherkidscanslide.Ithink

shereallylikesit

Oarabile:Let'scrossourfingers..Thishouseis

expensiveanditseemsalotofpeoplecan't

affordit,I'm losinghopenow

Thecouplewalkedbacksmiling..

Husband:Canwesignthelease?

Natasha:(jumpedandhuggedhermother)



Yeeeeeees

OarabileandNatashasmiledasshehanded

them thepapers..

Oarabile:(smiled)Youcangoandhavealook

attheleaseovernighttogothroughallthe

clausesinthere,thoughit's4Kpermonth,the

securitydepositis3Ksothatmeansyou'llhave

topay7Kbeforemovingin.

Husband:Wow,(tohiswife)andit'saffordable

Wife:(smiled)ItoldyourentischeapinMaun.

OarabileandNatashasmiledatoneanotheras

thecouplewentthroughthedocument..

Husband:(pressinghisphone)I'm sending7K,



wearemovinginadayaftertomorrow.Will

whoeverstaysherebeoutbythen?

Oarabile:(smiled)Theywillbeoutbytomorrow

Natasha:Ortonight

Wife:(laughedandpinchedNatasha'schin)

Wenayou'reabusinesslady,youremindof

IndianandChinesechildren..Ithelabaitse

customerservicegore.

Oarabile:(laughed)Sheisasalesmarketing

manager

Husband:sent

Oarabile:(checkedherphone)Thankyou..Let's

gotopolicestationandmakeanaffidavitfor

thelease

Couple:Ofcourse..

Theyallgotintheircarsanddroveoff...



AttheBanda'sHouse...

LaterthateveningRefastoodinhisparent's

bedroom listeningtothewholefamily

discussingandchattinginthefrontporch,he

walkedtothewindowandslightlymovedthe

curtainslookingoutside.Withjustafewhours

totheweddingdaythefrontporchwasfullof

elderseventheblind,aroundtheyardhis

cousinsandneighboursroamed,somecarrying

bigbowlsoffoodwhiletheguyspassedbywith

abigbucketofmarinatedmeatforthebraai

thatnight...

Therewasloudmusicplayingfrom oneofthe

carsandthechildrenwereplayingonthe

middleoftheyard,hisheartpoundedasoneof

thedrunkauntiedancedholdingabottleof



mberere...

Aunte:(singingwitharoughvoice)Refaweeeo

mamelemolao,Refawee!Omamele,Haoka

nyalagabedibagogasakametsiabedilee,hao

kanyalagabedikecookingoilebedilee...

Nyeenyenyenye..Nyonyonyoyo.

Shedancedholdingabottleoforosfullof

mberereastheeldersinthemeetingstopped

andlookedatherannoyed,oneoftheladies

wentoverandtookheraway.

Footstepswalkinginthebedroom startledRefa

asheturnedbackandlookedathisbig

brother...

RonaturnedandlookedattheBandabrothers



suitsintheircovershangingontheirhangers

thenhelookedbackRefa'sunsettledface..

Rona:Tomorrowisthebigday,areyouready?

Refablinkedspeechlesslyashisbigeyes

movedaround...

Rona:IknowyouloveRabi,ijusthopeyou'll

handleseeingherwithanothermanbecause

tomorrowwhenyoutakeyourvowsshewillcry

forthelasttimeandmoveon.Ihopeyou'll

respectyourmarriagetoo.

RotlheandFelasteppedinbothequallytense

perhapsbecauseofhim.



Rotlhe:IsheOK?

Rona:Idon'tknow,heisnotresponding.I'm

talkingtomyself

Fela:(laughed)ObataRabi,kegoneo

nyeleng..omontswengkanareholosamaina

kamoso

Refaangrilyglaredathim andhestopped

laughingastheotherbrothersturnedlookingat

him..

Fela:(smiled)Guys,itwasajoke...

Rotlhe:Areyouoknerra?

Refa:(lowvoice)I'm fine..

Therewasaknockonthedoorthenhisaunt



stuckherheadin..

Aunt:Youhaveavisitor..

Refa:Who?

Aunt:MmaagweBamb-

Refa:Letherin..(tohisbrothers)getout...

(pushingthem alloutastheybumpedonone

anotheralmostmissingsteps)Move,

tsamayangtheborra..

AllthreebrothersslowlywalkedpastOarabile

lookingatherasshelookedbackatthem

confusedatthewaytheywerelookingather...

Fela:(loweredhisvoice)Sheisgoingtofuck

him.Icanfeelitinmyblood...

Rotlhe:Youreallyneedtostartgoingtochurch



MeanwhileOarabilewalkedinandclosedthe

doorasRefaquicklybrusheddownhisbrush-

cutandlickedhislipsbeforefacingher..

Refa:Hi...

Oarabile:Hey..Ijustwantedtocongratulate

you,iwon'tmakeittotheweddingtomorrow

becauseitwillbeveryhardtowatchbut...

Sheslowlyputherhandsbehindherbackand

slowlyunzippedherdress,hisheartstarted

poundingsofastitalmostchokedhim andhe

begunbreathingthroughhismouth,herlong

hairfelloverherfaceasshestruggled

unzippingherdress.Wassheaboutto

undress...Givehim ablowjob...fuckhim?all

kindsoferoticquestionsranthroughhismind

ashefrozestandingtherethenheputhis



handsinthepocketsandheldhisbonerin

placewhilehewatchedhernextmove.

Shefinallypushedherhairbackandpulledout

aninflatablepregnancybumpthenshethrewit

onthebed...

Refa:WTF?You'renotpregnant?

Oarabile:(sighed)No,ithoughtitwillbringyou

backbutiwaswrongsoiwantyoutomarry

Charitywithoutanybaggagetomorrow.

TherewasafaintthudonthedoorthenRefa

frownedandquietlywalkedtothedoorfrom the

side,heturnedthelockandpulledthedoor

openthenallthreeofhisbrothersfellonthe

floorlikeabagofpotatoes.



Oarabilequicklyzippedherdressandstepped

backasthebrothersdustedtheirknees

shamefully..

Refa:(confused)Whatareyoudoing?

Theysteppedbackandquietlyclosedthedoor

thenheturnedbackatOarabilewhocouldn't

helpbutcoverhermouthlaughing.Refa's

mouthdroppedashesmiledandlaughedin

disbelief...

Refa:Whatjusthappened?

Oarabile:(laughed)Idon'tknowbutineedto

go.Yourbrothersaresicklebabanyetseng

tota.Enjoyyourweddingtomorrow.

Refa:(grabbedherhand)Wait...Comehere...



Hepulledheroverandhuggedher...

Refa:Itwasniceseeingyou,ifeellikethisisa

goodbye

Oarabile:(nothuggingback)Yeah,bye...No

huggingbuddy..Letgoofme...

Shepulledhishandsoffandwalkedout..

Oarabile:(pointedatthebump)Getridofthat

Refa:(smiledlookingather)Willdo...

Oarabile:Bye

Refa:Bye

Shewalkedoutandclosedthedoor,hissmile

disappearedandhislongfacedroppedashe

staredatthedoor.



Heslowlysatonthechairandrubbedhisface

asachoirstartedoutside...

Choir:(singing)Koko-koko-matswaleee.….Gare

boelemorago...Resenamakoti....

Bare...koko...koko...MmaDubegareboele

moragoresenaCharity...Koko...Koko...Ma

DubegareboelamoragoresenaCharity...

Thechoirgotstrongasheswallowedandstood

uprubbinghismouth...

Refa:(whispering)Ok,ok,youcandothisbruh...

Fuckingcoldfeet...

Hisfatherwalkedinonhim talkingtohimself



andpausedlookingathim..

Banda:What’swrong?

Refa:(smiledinnocently)What?Iwas

rehearsingmyvows...(sighedonsecond

thought)FuckpapaI'm scared...Isthisnormal?

Banda:Youshouldbeexcited,it'sscarybutyou

shouldbehappy,areyou?

Refa:Yeah...ButI'm scaredasfuck,ican't

breathproperly..

Banda:(laughed)You'llbefine,let'sgo...(put

hisarm aroundhisson'sshoulderandlowered

hisvoice)Wereyouhavingherforthelasttime?

Refa:Who?

Banda:(smiled)Isawher

Refa:Ididn'tdoanythingwithher,youthinkI'd

dothatonyourbed?



Banda:Iwouldn'ttellyourmother

Refa:(laughedandstoppedwalking)Heebanna,

Ididn'tdoanything,papa!

Banda:Mybad

Refa:(laughed)YousoundlikeFelarightnow!

Banda:(laughed)Ok,let'sstartover....I'm your

fathernow.Sonareyoureadytobeahusband?

Refa:(shruggedhisshoulderswithasmile)Yep,

can'twait...

Theylaughedandwalkedout....

*

*

*

*

.
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AtOarabile'sHouse...

LaterthateveningNatashapackedherclothes

inthewardrobewhilesingingalongwithBoys

overflowersthemesongthatplayedinherlittle

pickradio.

Shesteppedbackandlookedathernice

pinkishroom smilingthensheknockedonher

mother'sdoor,sherespondedthenNatasha

walkedinwhileshesatonthebedfoldingthe



clothes..

Natasha:So...Whydidyoupretendtobe

pregnant?

Oarabile:(sighed)Iwasashamedtoadmiti

wasn'tpregnantbutirealisedthatlyingto

everyoneiswrongsoitoldthetruth.

Natasha:Ok,isdaddyreallymydad?

Oarabile:Whyareyouasking?

Natasha:Heusedtolovemethenhejust

stopped.Ireallymisshim anditmakesme

angrythathedoesn'tlikeme,isitbecauseI'm a

girl?

Oarabile:(sighed)Howaboutitellyou

everythingwhenyouturn16?

Natasha:Tellmewhat?

Oarabile:Whydaddyisnotactingthewayhe

usedto.



Natasha:It'sbecauseicalleduncleShawn

daddytooisn'tit?Hethinksidon'tlikehim right?

Oarabile:Well,heknowsyoulovehim andhe

lovesyoutoobutisaidveryharshthingstohim,

theyhurthim alotandnowhedoesn'tknow

whattodowithyou.

Natasha:Didyouapologise?

Oarabile:Ialwaysforgettowheneverimeet

him

Natasha:Ok,I'm goingtomakemyselfcereals...

(stood)IreallymissBambino,don'tyoumiss

him?

Oarabile:Imisshim butthereisweddingthere

soI'm sureheisplayingwithothersunlesshe

issleepingbecauseit'slate.

Oarabilestoodupandpackedherclothesinthe

wardrobe,Natashapickedherphoneandwent



tothekitchendialingRefa'snumber..

Voice:(woman)Hello?

Natasha:Hi,canitalktodaddy?Mynameis

Natasha

Voice:(heartskipped)Whogaveyoumy

number?(inthebackground)Youhaveachild?

Man:Childkae?

Voice:(backtoNatasha)What'syourfather's

name?

Natasha:RefaBanda

Voice:(sighed)Mustbeawrongnumbernana..

Natasha:Ok,sorry..

Shedialedhim again...



AtBanda'shouse...

Meanwhileinthespareroom Refaslowlytook

offhist-shirtandsatonthebed,hiseyesfellon

Oarabile'sbumpandforsomefunnyreasonhe

foundhimselfstaringatitindisbelief,itlooked

sorealitevenhadabellybutton,Rotlhestuck

hisheadinandsmiled...

Rotlhe:Canicomein?

Hewalkedinandheldhishipsstaringatthe

bump...

Refa:(laughed)KooreRabiotetsesentemo

thaloganyong?

Rotlhe:(laughed)Youtellme,you'retheone

whodatedher,whatdidyouseeinher?



Refa:WaitsennaI'm stillshocked,Rabiwa

tsenwastraight,gadikapegonehale(touched

thebump)Andsheevenhadcravingskoore

helannekeganagoisadilo,ngwanyanayo

peka...(stretchedhisarm)Passmemyphone,i

wanttocallherandaskherwhatshewas

thinkingwearingthis...

Rotlhe:No,don'tcallher..Shejustleftafew

hoursagoandyoumissher...Thereisnothing

likeiwanttoaskheraboutthebumpobatago

bualeenekastyle.Gotosleepifyoucan't

enjoybraaiwithusoutside.You'redoingit

again,takingastepforwardandtwosteps

backwards,iknowseeinghertodaygotyou

thinkingbutyoumadeyourdecision,stickwith

it.

Refa:Ijustwantedtoaskherbutthat'sfine.

Whyisthateverythingidothatisrelatedto

Rabiisassociatedwithmewantingherback?

Can'tijusttalktoherkanaallexeshateeach



other?

Hisphonerang,Rotlhegotitandlookedatthe

screenthenhecutthecallasRefaquickly

stood..

Refa:Whatareyoudoing?Kemang?

Rotlhe:It'sher,sheismessingwithyourhead...

Thecallcamethroughagainthenheanswered

andopenedthedoorforRotlheatthesame

time,Rotlhesteppedoutthenheclosedthe

door.

Refa:Hello?

Natasha:Daddy?

Refa:MsBanda?



Natasha:(whispering)Canitalktoyou?

Refa:(whisperedbackunconsciously)Sure,

what'sgoingon?

Natasha:(whispering)Areyoumadatme?

Refa:(whispering)Isthereanyparticularreason

whywearewhispering?

Natasha:Istolethephone,mamaispacking

things.Wemovedintoasmalleruglyhouseso

wecanstayonthebudget.Itonlyhas2

bedroomswhichmeansisharewithBambino

Refa:(laughed)Isitreallythatbad?

Natasha:Yes,it'suglyandwehavetolockit

manually,it'ssosad

Refa:(laughedandlaidbackcrossinghislegs)

You'resuchabigbaby,lockingmanuallyis

sad?...Sodoesyourmom havefriends?

Natasha:Notreally,wellexceptDrWatson

Refa:IsDrWatsonaboyorgirl?



Natasha:It'sawoman,shehaskids.Whydo

youusebabylanguageonme?Idon'tcallbig

peopleboyorgirl,Bambinodoesthat

Refa:(laughed)Oksorry..Sinceyou'reabiggirl

doyouknowwhataboyfriendis?

Natasha:Yes,aboywhokissesyouonthelips

Refa:Doesmamahaveaboyfriend?

Natasha:Idon'tknowbutidon'tthinkso

Refa:Ok,yousaidI'm madatyou?

Natasha:Yes,areyouangryatmeforcalling

uncleShawndaddy?Iknowyoudon'tlikeme

nowadays,mamasaysshesaidmeanthings

butidon'tbelieveher,ithinkyoudon'tlikeme

becauseI'm agirltoo.That'swhyyouloveRJ

andBambinoonly

Refa:Natashailoveyouandyou'respecialto

mebecauseyou'remyfirstborn,you'rethe

oldestandileanthowtotakecareofababy



throughyou.startingfrom tomorrowthingswill

bedifferent.Ipromiseyou

Natasha:Youpromise?

Refa:Yes

Natasha:(whispering)Oopsmamaiscoming

Oarabile:Natasha..(snatchedthephone)You

stolemyphone..Hello?

Refa:Hey

Oarabile:Whatdidshesay?

Refa:Nothing,wewerejustchatting,shethinks

idon'tlikeherbecausesheisagirl.

Oarabile:I'lltellherthetruthsoonif-

Refa:Notyet,sheistooyoung.Itwillbreakher..

Oarabile:Butitookawayherfather,theonly

fathersheknowsisgone.Itdoesn'tmatterhow

manytimesiapologiseyou'llneverforget

everythingisaidaboutyouorher



Refa:Howdoyouknow?Howsureareyou?

Oarabile:Ok,I'm sorry..I'm sorryforitall.Iwish

icouldtakeitback.Youdidalotofwrongbut

whenitcomestoNatashatheblameisonme.

Refa:That’sallyouhadtosay..(Charitycalled)I

havetogo,goodnight

Oarabile:Bye

Hehungupandpicked...

Refa:Hello?

Charity:Hey

Refa:Areweallowedtotalktooneanother

beforethewedding?

Charity:Yes,meetingistheonenotallowed.I

can'twaittoseeyoutomorrow..Ican'twaitto

wearmygownandmyring....I'm excitedand



scaredatthesametime

Refa:(yawning)Ican'twaittoseeyoutoo...

Charity:Areyousleepy?

Refa:Yeah,I'm dozingoff.I'm exhausted

Charity:Goodnight

Hehungupandyawnedagainashefellasleep

ontopoftheblankets...

***

ThenextmorningRonaknockedthedoorand

stuckhisheadinbutRefawasn'tinhisbed,he

turnedaroundlookingatthetoilet.

Rona:Refa?Wabitswagatweoaipaakanye...



Hewalkedaroundthehouseknockingdoorto

dooruntilheknockedonhisfather'sdoor..

Rona:WhereisRefa?Malomeislookingforhim

Banda:Heshouldbeintheguestroom,that's

wherehesleptakere?

Rona:Heisnotthere

Banda:Callhim!Thisboycannotdothistous

notonthelastminute,wakeyourbrothersand

cousinsandfindhim.Hecan'tjustdisappear,

RonadialedRefa'snumberanditrangonthe

headboard,hesighedandwoketheother.

MeanwhileBandaputonhist-shirtandwalked

outintothelightdarknessof5o'clockinthe

morning..



Banda:Refa?Refa?

Heheldhiswaistconfused..

*

*

*

*

*

.
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AtCharity'sHouse...



OnthesamemorningBandawomendressed

Charitywhileafewofherparentswatched,the

beauticianwalkedinwithhermakeupbagand

workedonhermake-upwhileRefa'saunt

zippedthegown.

Anotherauntreceivedamessage..

MmaBanda:KanagareboneRefa,

mosimanyanayootaaresotisetsaengbatho

Aunt:Ntseresotegilegaleakererenyadisa

mothomonnawe,kilegadoregakae?

ShestoodupandleanedoverMmaAkofang..

Her:(whispered)Refaismissing,theylooked

everywhereandfoundnothing..



Charity'sheartskippedastheywhispered

aboveherhead..

MaAkofang:(fixingCharity'szip)Sowhatare

wegoingtodo?

Her:Let'skeepgoingmaybehewillcomeback..

MaAkofang:Ok

Shecontinuedfixingthegownwhilethestylist

fixedCharity'shair.

AtOarabile'sHouse...

Natasharubbedhereyeswalkingoutofthe

bedroom andstoodatthepassagewatching

hermotherclosethemaindoorinhergown...



Oarabile:(rubbedherlipsandlockedthedoor)

Heygoodmorning,whatareyoudoingsoearly?

Natasha:(rubbinghereyes)Iheardvoices..

Oarabile:Youwereprobablydreaming,goback

tobedkepast5kana.I'llwakeyouat6..

Natasha:Ok..

Shewentbacktoherroom thenOarabilewent

forhershowerbeforegettingreadyforwork...

AtAkwana'sHouse....

Insidethebedroom belongingtoAkwana's

roommateshelaidonthemattressasthe

roommateshookhershoulder..



Roommate:Akwana?It's6inthemorning,get

up...

Akwana:(loweredhervoice)Isshegone?

Roommate:Idon'tknow,letmecheck..

Theroommatewalkedoutandknockedon

Akwana'sdoor...

Roommate:Akwana?Akwana?Mmanakoe

chaile,wehaveameetingtoday..

Odirileopenedthedoorputtingonhert-shirt

andsteppedout..

Odirile:Shedidn'tcomehomelastnight..

ShelookedatOdirileasshegotinthecarand



droveoffthenshelockedthedoorandrushed

back..

Roommate:Sheleft..

Akwana:Ok,thanks

Roommate:Whyisshesobossyand

controlling?

Akwana:Shedoesn'twantustobreakupand

nowshethinksI'm cheating,iwishicouldfind

heragirlfriendtodistracther,doyouknowany

lesbian?

Roommate:No,butLaonelovesmoney..Ifyou

startbraggingabouthowmuchmoneyODis

givingyoushewillseduceherherself.Youdon't

evenhavetodoanything

Akwana:Laoneisfat,ODdatesskinnyand

shortgirlsonly.That'swhyantalrlajaana

becausewampheta.



Roommate:Thenyouhavetoreporther,I'dsay

fightbackbutsheliterallylookslikeamanand

you'resotinyyouwouldn'tstandachance.

Reporther

Akwana:I'llreport...

Shewalkedtoherroom....

AtBanda'sHouse....

Refawalkedinthelivingroom andpausedat

thedoorlookingathisparentssittingonthe

couchclearlydiscussingaseriousmatter.They

turnedlookingathim ashisbrothersfrowned..

Banda:Whereareyoucomingfrom?Doyou

haveanyideahowlongwehavebeenwaiting

foryou?



Refa:The-

Uncle:(angrily)Heelawenagetdressedyou're

wastingourtime,naareRefaoithaaorewa

bokiwa?

Banda:(angrily)Canyouhurryup?

Rona:(angrily)Gobuiwalewenatherra!Kana

wewereallstandingaroundnotknowingwhat

todo

Fela:Maybehechangedhismindanddoesn't

wanttobreakthelawanymore,lennake

tsenwekemalaknowingI'm awitnesstoincest

EveryoneturnedlookingatFela...

RaAkofang:(pointedathim)Itispeoplelike

thisonewhodon'tkeepthefamilysecrets

Uncle:Andwhowouldevenmentionitbecause

thishasneverbeenknownbyanyone?Asfaras



peopleknowBandahassonsonly

Fela:I'm justsayinghearhim out,hewentfora

walkmaybehethoughtofsomething..

Uncle:(toRefa)Haveyou?

Thewholehouselookedathim,allofthem

dressedandreadytoleave,hisbrothersintheir

shirtsalready..

Refa:No...Ijustwentforawalkbecauseiwoke

upearlyandcouldn'tsleepagainbutI'm doing

this,iloveCharityandiwillnotembarrassher

infrontofeveryone.Idon'tdoubtmylovefor

herormychildren.

Banda:Areyousureaboutthis?Wecanstill

cancelthiswholethingnowwhileCharityis

homesotheydon'tgotoMolaodi'soffice.

Refa:I'm sure



Hequicklypassedtothebedroom wherethey

allgotdressed...

Atthecommissioner'soffice...

Laterthatmorningcouplesmadetheirwayinto

theconferenceroom andtooktheirseatswhile

theirparentssatbehindthem,camerasforeach

couplelinedontheothersidewhileother

placedtheirtripodsontheotherside...

Charityandherfamilywalkedinashersister

liftedherlongveilfrom theback.Shesatdown

andtookoutherphone..

Charity:Whereareyou?



Refa:Onmywaybabe,I'm sorry.Iwokeupearly

andcouldn'tsleepagainthenitookawalkto

clearmymindwhenicamebackitwaslate.

Charity:Ok,hurryup,thisisembarrassing.

They'reabouttostart.

Refa:Atthegate...

Sheputthephonedownandleanedbackasthe

districtcommissionerandhisassistants

walkedinandtookaseat.Refaandhisfamily

quicklygotin,thewholeroom lookedatthem

astheysatdown,Refapulledachairnextto

Charityandsmiledlookingather..

Refa:Youlookbeautiful...

Charity:(smiled)Thanks...

DC:Goodmorningeveryone,congratulationsto



thecouplesthataregettingunitedtoday,May

wehaveaprayer..Avolunteermaybe

Oneoftheeldersstoodandopenedwitha

prayerbeforetheDCarrangedhisfiles,he

pickedthefirstfile...

DC:Therearetwotypesofmarriagesin

Botswana,incommunityofpropertyandoutof

community.Onecanonlymarryonceand

polygamousmarriagesarenotallowed.People

whoarerelatedbybloodarenotallowedtoget

married,itcanbeyourfather,mother,sister,

brother.Itiswhatwecallincest.Mentally

challengedindividualsarealsonotallowedto

getmarriedastheycannotbelegallyheld

responsiblefortheirdecisions.Ifyougivefalse

informationinordertogetmarriedyouhave

committedanoffencepunishablebythelaw



andiffoundguiltyinthecourtoflawonecan

facesentencesasfollows...

Therewassilenceasbothfamiliesheldtheir

breathlistening,TheDCspokeforawhileabout

themarriageact....

DC:(concluded)Mayihavethewitnessesof

thefirstcouple.....(reading)IsaacBandaplease

raisetherighthandandrepeatafterme(he

raisedhishand)I,IsaacBanda,confirm that

thereisnothinglegallyholdingbackRefaBanda

from marryingCharityDube.

RaAkofang:(raisedhishand)I,IsaacBanda

confirm thatnothingthereisnothinglegally

holdingbackRefaBandafrom marryingCharity

Dube...



Hetookanoathandsatdown...

DC:KagisoDube..

Charity'sfatherstoodupandraisedhishand..

MrDube:IKagisoDube,confirm thatthereis

nothinglegallyholdingbackCharityDubefrom

marryingRefaBanda.

CharityandRefaswallowedlookingatone

anotherasthetooktheirseats..

DC:RefaBanda..Repeataftermewhileputting

thatringonherfinger..

Refa:I,RefaBandatakeyou,CharityDubetobe



mywife.Ipromisetobetruetoyouingood

timesandinbad,insicknessandinhealth.Iwill

loveyouandhonoruntildeathdouspart.So

helpmeGod

DC:CharityDube..

Charity:I,CharityDubetakeyou,RefaBandato

bemyhusband.Ipromisetobetruetoyouin

goodtimesandinbad,insicknessandinhealth.

Iwillloveyouandhonoruntildeathdouspart.

SohelpmeGod

DC:Bythepowervestedinme,inowpronounce

husbandandwife,youmaykissthebride...

Hepulledherchinoverandkissedherasthe

mberereresmellingauntinthebackstoodand

clapped...

Auntie:Wedidit!Theydidn't-



Auntie2:(pulledherdown)Sitdown!

MorepeopleululatedasRefaandCharity

kissed...

Boago:(sittingintheback)Whataboring

wedding,iwasliterallyrollingmyeyes

throughout

Keane:Shhhhh....Kogomolaodinkileganna

monatekaebecausethiswasjustaformality,

nowwearegoingtothewedding.

Boago:I'm goinghome...ijustcametoseeif

theywillgoahead.

ShewalkedoutanddialedOarabile...

Oarabile:Hello?



Boago:They’remarried

Oarabile:(sighed)Ok,thanksforlettingme

now.Timetomoveonright?

Boago:Timetomoveoncousie,omolwetse

Refaandyoulosthim.Thisismylastupdateto

youbecausenowiwantyoutomoveon.

Oarabile:Yeah,ithurtsbutI'llmoveon.

Boago:Anditwasreallyboring..(theylaughed)

I'm notsayingitoutofjealousy

Oarabile:(laughed)I'm walkinginthehospital,

bye

Boago:Bye....

AttheDube's....

Laterthatmorningcarsstoppedatthegateas

thebrideandgroom steppedoutoftheircar,



thecrowdsangdancingbehindasRefaand

Charityheldhands..

TheDJplayedmusicandtheydancedtheirway

tothetentastheyoungestdancersgrabbedthe

attentionofeveryonedancingbetterthan

everyone.Elderswhoknewnothingabout

relationsululatedanddancedthanthe

knowledgeableones..

Atthehospital...

IntheparkinglotOarabileparkedthecarand

sighedtakingoutherphone,sheclickedonher

profileandnoticedshehadalreadychangedher

namesandprofilepicture.Helookedhandsome

inthetuxedoandshewasbeautifultoo,she

sighedtearfullyandputherphonedownthen

sheputonherwhitecoatandwalkedinthe



building...

TWOYEARSLATER...

*

*

*

*

*

*
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Atschool...

Akwanawalkedpasttheclassandpausedas

anotherstudentslappedanother,thebullysaw



herandranoffastheotherputherarm around

herforeheadcrying.BoilingAkwanawalked

over...

Akwana:Whowasthat?Whatclassisshe

in?(thestudentkeptquiet)I'm talkingtoyou!

Student:(crying)Ifisayhernameshewillbeat

meagainafterschool

Akwana:Soyouwanttobebeateneveryday

insteadofspeaking?Agirllikeyoubeatingyou

likethat?Howoldareyou?

Student:14

Akwana:You'reoldenoughtostandupfor

yourself,ifyoudon'tstandupforyourselfshe

won'tbullyingyou.Ifyoudon'taskforhelpshe

stillwon'tstop,youlosenothingbutaskingfor

help.Ifyou'renotgoingtoreportthensurprise

herandfightback.Bulliesneverexpectthe

weaktostandupforthemselvesshewillbe



scared..

Student:(stoppedcryingandboldlylookedat

her)Ok

Akwana:Nexttimeshetriesdefendyourself.

Student:Ok..(smiled)Thankyouma'am..

SheranbacktoclassthenAkwanasighed

thoughtfullyasifshewastalkingtoherself.

Anotherteachersteppedoutoftheclassand

joinedher...

Her:Hey,weareswappinghousestodayright?

Sorryibeendelaying,iwaswaitingformonth

end.

Akwana:No,it'sok.I'm notchanginghouse,I'm

stayinginmyhouse

Her:Ithought-



Akwana:I'lldealwiththatone..

Her:Ok...

Theywalkedinthestaffroom...

Atthemall...

LaterthatdayKaenewalkedintheshopinhis

uniform andpickedadrinkthenheheadedto

thecashierwherehequeuedbehindaMaun

seniorstudentasshetalkedtohermotheron

thephoneandholdingashoppingontheother

side...

Girl:(laughed)Mama!

Her:I'm reallyproudofyou.Inevergoteven

80%wheniwasastudentsodon'tlaughatme



forcelebrating98%.Ibelieveyou'llbeapilot

now

Girl:Mhjustwait...

Her:Didyougetrollonandthepads?

Girl:Itwon'tbeenoughforpads.

Her:Can'tyoucallyourfatherandaskhim?

Girl:Mamacanyoustoptellingmetotalkto

yourexhusband?I'm fineandpadsarefreein

governmentschools.Ifiwantthem itellmy

guidanceandcounsellingteacher,shewillgive

meapackortwobecausemoststudentsdon't

evengetthem.

Her:Ok,hurryup.

Girl:Bye

Shehungupandslidherphoneinthepocketof

hernavyblueschoolskirt.Kaenelookeddown

asherfreshlegsstoodproperlyinwhiteschool



socksandtoughies.

Kaene:Wareathaelakabokae?

Sheturnedandlookedathim,hisheartskipped

atherlittlesmile...Seeheneverimaginedshe

wassobeautiful..

Girl:(laughed)P10

Kaene:Letmeholdthebasketforyousoyou

cangetit

Girl:Thankyou..

Shehurriedbackandgotthepadsthenshe

joinedhim onthetill,Kaenepassedeverything

andhandedthecashierhiscardjustasthegirl

wastakingouthermoney..



Kaene:It'sok,igotit..

Girl:Ok..

Thegirlputeverythingintheplasticandthey

walkedoutasKaeneputbackhiscardinthe

wallet.

Kaene:Whereareyougoing?

Girl:KoBoseja

Kaene:Nice,I'm goingthereaswell.Iparked

thisside...

Theybothopeneddoorsandgotinthenhe

droveoutoftheparkinglot..

Kaene:MynameisKaene



Girl:MynameisNina

Kaene:You'rebeautifulNina,soodiraform 5?

Nina:Yeah,I'm goingtoanaviationschoolnext

year.I'm goingtostudyaircraftengineeringor

I'llbeacommercialpilot.

Kaene:Idon'tevenknowwhatyou'resaying...

(theylaughed)butiloveyourenthusiasm

Nina:Yeah,mymotherstruggledraisingmeso

I'm workingmyasstoshowhershedeserves

betterthanwhatmyfathermadehergothrough.

Kaene:What'sthat?

Nina:It'salongstory

Kaene:Howaboutyougivemeyournumberso

wecantalkaboutitsometimesoon?

Nina:Ifyouwanttocallmeyoumustbuymea

phoneandalsobuymeairtimeorcallme.

Kaene:(laughed)Youalreadyhaveaphone



Nina:Ishareitlennake,itdoesn'tevenhave

WhatsApp.Wouldn'tyouwantmetoWhatsApp

you?Ihadaphonebutitwasstolen.

Kaene:(sighedandpulledover)Letmecheck

mybalancefirst..

HecheckedhisbalancethenNinaleanedover

thescreentakinghisphone..

Nina:4.8K...Wow...

Kaene:Igotpaidyesterday,ihaven'tpaidthe

bills,obataphoneyabokae?

Nina:IwantSamsunghelaabothaleeitsayadi

selfie

Kaene:Bona,let'slaybyeaphoneka1.5Kand

getitnextmonthka1.5K

Nina:(frownedpouting)uh-uhhowwillisurvive

30daysknowingihaveanicephonebutican't



touchit?Let'sgobackandgetit,akereyou

havethemoneynow...

Kaene:(laughed)Ninaweeemapele

Nina:(foldedherarms)Uh-uhrrayoucan'tget

myhopesupfornothing

Keane:Ammewenagaogettehmyhopesup

fornothing?

Nina:No,I'm not..

Kaene:Kissmethen

Nina:(laughedwithaprettysmile)I'm not

kissingyouifyoudon'tbuymethatphone,

you'retheonewhostartedthephonethingyby

showingmelotsofmoney.Nowican'thelpit,...

Kaene:(laughed)Ninakanaophamotsephone,

ididn'tshowyou

Nina:(pickedherplasticandsteppedout)Ok,

fine.I'llcatchataxi..



Kaenedrovenexttoher...

Kaene:(smiled)Getinthecar,NinaweeI'm a

marriedmanandI'm notsupposedtobeseen

chasingstudentsontheroadlikethis

Nina:Tsamaaee

Kaene:(leanedoverpushingthedooropenfor

her)Let'sgoandgetit..

Ninasmiledandgotinthenheturnedbackto

themall..

Attheparkinglot...

MeanwhileOarabilesteppedoutofthecarand

tookoffhercoat,sheuntiedherhairand

combeditdownhershouldersthenshe



reachedforapairofphataphataintheback.

Shechangedfrom thehighheelsandalsotook

offherblousetransformingintoayoungsimple

lady,asshelockedacarpulledovernexttoher

asthedriverrolleddownthewindowsmilingat

her...

Him:Nkemelahelaga1,kebonyeontebetsa

Oarabile:(laughed)Mxm eses,waiponawaitse

Him:(laughed)Nxustru...

Oarabile:(laughedwalkingtowardstheshop)

Mxm youegoisbiggerthanyourhead

Helaughedandsteppedoutthenhetookoff

hisjacketandthrewitinthebackseatbefore

lockingupandpacingbehindherwhilehe

foldedthesleevesofhisshirt...



Him:MynameisLore

Oarabile:Notgivingyoumyname

Lore:Whynot?

Oarabile:Just

Lore:Kanammekekgangyamaitseohelaifi

wantiticangetit,it'sjustfingertipsawayfrom

me

Oarabile:Waii,mynameisOarabile

Lore:Rabi...Nicetomeetyouparkingpartner

Oarabile:You'redistractingme,ievenforgot

whatIcamefor...

Lore:Ok,wewillmeetatthetillorattheparking

lot

Oarabile:Bye

Hewalkedawayandsheturnedlookingathim,

doyouknowthekindofmenyouwouldn't



resist

Thekindyoujustwanttohaveevenifit'sjust

oneround?That'sLore,wellbuiltwithaluring

smile,heprobablynevertookanythingserious.

Goodforaonceinalifetimeandnothing

serious.Afterall...Shewasn'tlookingfor

anythingseriousfrom anyone,arelationship

seemedlikearisktoaheartattackandsoit

wasatthebottom ofherprioritylist.

Lorepickedashoppingbasketandadmiringly

lookedbackatherbutshewasbusyreading

expirydates,probably.

***

AfewminuteslaterOarabilewalkedoutofthe

shopchewingagum andunlockedthecar,she



pausedandlookedatKaeneandastudentas

theywalkedbetweenthecarsinaparkinglot

andgotinthecar.

Lore:(steppedoutofthecar)Hey..Iwaitedfor

you,obatakegorapelaakere,theLordismy

shepherd-

Oarabile:(laughedandgotinhercar)Karewa

inkutwa

Lore:(handedherthebusinesscard)Canihave

yours?

Oarabile:AdvocateIdon'thaveabusinesscard

Lore:Ok,number?

Oarabileturnedhisbusinesscardupside-down

andquicklyscribbledhernumber,Loregotthe

cardandfrownedlookingatthecursive

handwriting..



Lore:Ican'treadthis,whydoyouwritelike

doctors?Kanabadiratsonetsemodikarateng

tsarona

Oarabilelaughedembarrassedandslowly

wrotehernumberdown...

Lore:Sweet...Thanks,canicallyouaround6

today?

Oarabile:Noproblem

Lore:Bye

Oarabile:Bye

Hedroveoffthensheturnedthesteeringwheel

dialingBoago....



Boago:Hello?

Oarabile:Hicousie,kanteKaeneonalea

teenagenieceorsomething?

Boago:Whatdoyoumean?

Oarabile:Isawhim walkingwithastudent,she

washoldingaplasticyaCellphoneshop.

Boago:Washereallywalkingwithher?Kana

peoplewalkclosertooneanotherinmalls

Oarabile:Theygotinthecartogetherandhe

droveoffwithher..

Boago:(laughedembarrassed)Mustbeoneof

hisnieces.Thereisonewhohadaskedfora

phone.

Oarabile:Ohok,that'sarelief.Byethen

Boago:Bye...

Shehungup...



InKaene'scar...

Ninaswitchedherphoneonandpluggediton

thechargerwhileshepressedit..

Nina:(smiled)Wow!Thankyouforthephone,i

loveit...

Shesubscribedforbundlesandloggedin

Facebook..

Nina:What’syournameonFacebook?(tookhis

phonebeforehecouldrespond)I'llsendmyself

arequestwithyourphone..

Kaene:Youwon'tpostanythingfunnyright?I'm

verymuchmarriedandmywifeisnosy.



Nina:Iwon'tsendmessagesorevenlikeyour

posts..

Shetappedonhisfamilypicturesandraised

hereyebrows..

Nina:Yourwifelookssofamiliar,idon'tknow

whereisawher

Kaene:Evencalls,don'tcallatnight..InfactI'll

dothecalling

Nina:Ok...Relax...

Hestoppedthecarbytheroadthensheleaned

overhugginghim beforesteppingoutand

closingthedoor.

Kaene:Whataboutmykiss?



Nina:Ican'tkissyouatthistimeoftheday

especiallywhenI'm wearingauniform,youhave

tocomelaterwhenit'sdark.

Kaene:Ofcourse..Seeyoulater

Nina:Bye

Hereversedanddroveoff....

AtRefa'sHouse...

LaterthatafternoonCharitystoodbythe

kitchencounterchoppingvegetableswhile

Pillarstoodonastoolwashingaglass,Pearl

walkedinholdingaglassofmilkwithawhite

beardofmilkaboveherlips.

Pearl:(lickingherupperlip)Mommy,whereis



daddy?

Pillar:Daddyisatwork..Comeandwashyour

glass,youcanstandoverhere...

Pearldroppedtheglassofmilkandfellface

downshakinguncontrollablyontheflooras

CharityandPillarranover.

Charity:(screaming)Pearl?!Pearl!?What's

happening?Pearl?

Pearl'shandsandlegstwitcheduncontrollably

asCharitypanickedcallingher,Pillarstepped

backshakingandbeguncrying.

Refawalkedincarryinghislaptopbagand

droppeditasCharityscreamed,hepacedin

andpausedstaringatPearltwitchingthenhe



pickedherupandrantothecar.

Heputherinthebackandshevomitedonthe

seat,lookingabitconfusedshelookedbackat

herfatherasblooddrippeddownherforehead

from theglasscut.

Pearl:(tearfully)Daddy?

CharityjumpedinandputheronherlapasRefa

staredatPearltearfully.Hegotinthecarand

waitedforPillartogetinthenhedrovetothe

hospital...

*

*

*

*



*

*

.

.
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Atthehospital...

RefaquietlywatchedasCharitydressedPearl

whilesittingheronthelap,theguiltweighed

downonhim ashelookedatthem andPillar

whowasstandingnexttoherhandingthe

baby'sclothsonebyone..

Thedooropened,DrAustinwalkedinholding

medicalcardsasthenursefollowedandclosed



thedoor..

DrAustin:Heyguys,thelabresultsareback.

ThankGodyoucameontimesowewereable

tousethehormonelevelsinherbloodtofind

outwhatcausedtheseizure,I'm suspecting

EpilepsybutI'm goingtoscheduleheran

appointmentforanElectroencephalogram so

wecanbesure.

Charity:What’sanElectro-thingy?Isitsurgery?

DrAustin:No,they'regoingtoattachsome

electrodesonherscalpandrecordthe

electricalactivitiesinherbrain.

Refa:Canwetalktoyouinprivate?

Thenursewalkedoutandclosedthedooras

AustinlookedatRefa'slongface..



Refa:Charityandirelatedbyblood,halfbrother

andsistercouldthisbebecauseofthat?

Austin:It'shardtotellunlessweranatestand

anyonecanhaveepilepsybutforsomeit'sruns

inthefamily.Doesanyoneinyourfamilyhaveit?

Refa:Mygrandfatherhadit,andtwoofmy

cousinshaveit.

Austin:Ohok...So..whathappeneswith

geneticsis,yourfatherprobablyhad..I'm giving

anexamplehere...Let'ssayyourfatherhad

25%epilepsyandmetbothyourmother'swho

didn'thavetracesofthatsoyoujustcarried

thosegenesbuttheycouldn'tbestrongenough

todoanything,nowsinceyourfathergaveyou

each25-25whathappenswhenyoumakea

baby?Thechancesofhavingachildwith

epilepsyincreasedto50%hencePearl..

Refa:Ididresearchonthis,anditsaidhaving

childrenwillnotcauseanydefects.



Austin:Pearlisperfectlyfine,geneticsis

complex,whatitsimplymeansthechancesof

givingabadgeneawayarehigh.Otherwiseits

ok,imeanyoucanstillmeetsomeonewhose

parentsalsogavethat25%ofepilepsy,itcan

happentoanyone..

Refa:Ok...SocanyoucheckPillartoo?

Austin:Hassheeverhadanyseizures?

Charity:No

Austin:Ok,bythewayepilepsyseizuresmay

comeanytimesoshemustwearahelmetwhen

sheisplayingonhighgroundslikeslidingand

theseswingsattheplayground.Thiswill

preventfatalitiesshouldanythinghappen,alot

ofepilepticindividualssufferheadinjuries,

protectherfrom that..

Charity:Shehasabicyclehelmet,shewilluse

it..



Refasighedfrustratedlyasthedoctorwroteon

Pearl'scard....

AtOarabile'sHouse...

MeanwhileOarabilemadeherselfacupoftea

onthekitchencounterwhileherchildren

chattedinthelivingroom,Shepassedby

holdingacupofcoffeeandvideocalledShawn

asshesatonthebed..

Shawn:(inuniform)Hello?

Oarabile:Ohhey,areyouatwork?

Shawn:Yeah,what'sup?

Oarabile:Ineedyourfavour,ithinkLilleyisold

enoughtounderstandnow.Ithinkyoushould

talktoherandalsoallowmetovideocallwhile

sheissittingonyourlap,thatwayshecanget



toknowme.Ineedmydaughter,ineedherto

visit..Irespectwhatyou'redoingbutwhat

aboutme?Metlhawon'tevenletmetalktoher

Shawn:Idon'twanttostressmydaughterwith

littlethings.Younevercared.Nowsheisgrown

youwanttobeamother?

Oarabile:Shawnididn’thaveachance,whyare

weeventalkingaboutthepast?Iwantmy

daughterplease

Shawn:Yoursistheoneyouaborted,youthink

ididn’tknowyouabortedmybaby?Igotyou

pregnantbutkilledourchild.Takethedeadone,

I'llprotecttheliving.

Hehungthenshesighedasacallcame

through...

Oarabile:Hello?



Lore:It'sLore,areyoubusy?

Oarabile:Itdependsonwhyyou'reasking,ifit's

aboutfoodI'm notbusy

Lore:(laughed)Doyouhavekids?

Oarabile:Whyareyouasking?

Lore:Iwanttoknowhowlongicanbewithyou

beforeyougobackhome.

Oarabile:Ooh,wellthey'reoldenoughtobeon

theirown.Theyoungestis10yearsold.

Lore:Howmanyarethey?Whereistheirfather?

Oarabile:3,married.

Lore:Ok,andtheirstepdad?

Oarabile:(laughed)Gaayo,am ibeingcross

examinednebathong?(theylaughed)Ifeellike

I'm testifyingincourt..

Lore:(laughed)Ok,IfIasksomethingyoudon't

feelcomfortablewithletmeknowandI'llstop,i



haveatendencytojustgooffroad..(they

laughed)anywaysnowthatthekidsaresafeon

theirownhereiswhatI'm thinking...ihavethree

3thingsinmind.1.Icanpickyouupthenwe

buytakeawaysonthewayandcometomy

houseforamovie,somethingwithactionor

romanticorrascarymovie.I'm downfor

anything.2...webuytakeawaysandgofora

longdrivebuthereisthecatch-whenweget

backyoudothedriving..(smiled)3...wecango

andhavedinneratyourfavouriterestaurant,

youpickthemenuandipickthecheque...

Thereissomuchtochoosefrom,Lagoon?Or

theFrenchrestaurantor-

Oarabile:Amoviesoundsgreat...

Lore:Iwashopingyou'dpickthatone,ihada

longdayatworksoitwouldbenicetorelax.

Whattimeshouldipickyouup?

Oarabile:(lookedatthetimestillholdingthe

cup)I'm readynow,ijustgotoutoftheshower.



Lore:Great,sendthedirections

Oarabile:Bye

Oarabilefixedherselfwithoutreallyusingany

makeupthenshewalkedouttothechildren..

Oarabile:GuysI'm goingout,I'llprobablybe

homelatesoyouhavetolockthedoor.

Natasha:Areyougoingonadate?Withaguy?

Oarabile:(laughed)Yes

Natasha:(smiled)Ishenicelikedaddy?

Oarabile:(laughed)Idon'tknowhim thatmuch

Bambino:You'regoingoutwithastranger?

Whatifhehurtsyou?Youhavetotelldadjustin

case,thatwaywecanallgolookforyou.

Oarabile:(laughed)Heisnotthatkindofa



stranger,iknowhim I'm justnotusedtohim.

Heisanewfriend.

Natasha:Iunderstand..

Herphonerang..

Oarabile:Hello?

Lore:I'm outside

Oarabile:Coming

ShehungupandwalkedoutasNatashalocked

thedoor.

Minuteslatershegotinhiscosycarandpulled

aseatbelt.Youknowthereisacarandthen

thereisacaaar...Hiswaswarm andclean,she

couldn'tfigureoutifitwashim smellinggood



ortheecarbutwhateveritwasitsetthatmood

reallygoodorwasithismusic?

Lore:Hey..

Oarabile:Hi...

Lore:Youlookbeautiful

Oarabile:Withoutmakeup?

Lore:(smileddrivingwithonehand)Yeah,

Oarabile:Thanks..

Hedrovepastafastfoodrestaurantwherethey

orderedtakeawaysandwaitedfortheorders

whilesittinginthecarchatting.

AtLore'sHouse...



Laterthateveningjustbefore7,Loreunlocked

thehouseandwalkedinasOarabilelooked

around..

Oarabile:Iloveyourhouse,thedesign..Itlooks

likethehousesinmovies..It'snothugebutit's

cute

Lore:Thanks...

Heplacedthekeysdownwithtakeawaysthen

headjustedthecouchintoabed.

Lore:I'llbringashawl..Haveaseat..Hereisthe

remote

Oarabilebegunpickingpiecesofthefreshchips

ashewalkedbackwithtwopillows,shelaidon

hertummyfacingtheTVashethrewhimself



nexttoherandtookapiecelyingonhisback

whileshelaidonhertummy..

Oarabile:So..Howmanykidsdoyouhave?

Lore:1,shestayswithmymother,hermotheris

married.

Oarabile:Themovieisstartingin10minutes..

Lore:Let'splayhideandseekwhilewaiting..

Oarabile:(laughedsurprised)What?

Lore:(stooduplaughing)I'llstart...Closeyour

eyes

Oarabile:(laughedindisbelief)Lorewee

Lore:(heputapillowonherface)Nopeeking...

Countto10

Hequietlywalkedawayasshecountedto10

anddroppedthepillowthenshewenttothe



kitchenandchecked,hewasn'tthere.Laughing

sheopenedhisdaughter'sroom andopened

thewardrobesbuthewasn'tthere...

Oarabile:(laughed)Iknowwhereyou're...

Shewalkedinhisbedroom andopenedthe

wardrobesbuthewasn'tthereeither,shebent

overcheckingevenunderthebed..

Oarabile:(laughed)Lore?You'recheating

becauseit'syourhouse..

Sheheardfootstepsandlaughedrunningtothe

couchastheyracedandtappedthepillow...

Both:(laughed)Block!



Oarabile:Iblockedfirst

Lore:(laughed)Heiheiyou'reacheater,i

blockedfirst

Oarabile:(laughed)Noo

Lore:Okyougo..

Heclosedhiseyesandputthepillowoverhis

facecountingwhileOarabiletiptoedaroundthe

unfamiliarhousewithabigsmile,shegotinthe

kitchenandsatinthelowershelfofthepantry

thenshepulledthedoor..

Lore:(finishedcounting)10...

Hedroppedthepillowsmilingstoodthere

thoughtfullythenhewenttothekitchen,he

lookedbehindthefridgewhileOarabileheldher

breathtryingnotlaugh..



Lore:(walkingcarefully)Rabbit?Rabbit?

Oarabilepressedherlipstogetherholdinginher

laughter,sheknewhewascallinghernamesto

makeherlaughbutshehelditinasLore

openedshelvesonebyonethenshejumped

outandranout.Heranafterherandgrabbed

herfrom behindastheybothfellonthecouch

laughing.

Oarabile:(screaming)You'recheating!

Lore:(laughed)I'm notcheating

Oarabile:Howdidyouknowiwasinthekitchen?

Lore:Youwouldn'tfeelcomfortableinmy

bedroom andyouwouldn'twanttomessmy

daughter'sroom,thereisnohidingplaceinthe

bathroom soyou'ddefinitelyfeelcomfortablein



thekitchen.

Oarabile:(putapillowoverhisface)Onemore

timeanong..

Lore:I'm stillgoingtocatchyou..

Themoviestartedasbuttheyignoreditashe

beguncountingupto10thenhesmiled

thoughtfullythenhecheckeddaughter's

bedroom,hisandthekitchenthenshe

bathroom thenhewalkedback...

Lore:Rabbit?Rabbit?Icansmellyou...(he

spottedherfeetbehindthecouchandpointed

ather)Behindthecouch!

Theybothjumpedonthecouchtappingthe

pillowandlaughingloudly...



Lore:(laughinglayingonhisback)Wachita

selokwena!Ae

Oarabile:(laughinglayingonherbacktoo)

You'retheonecheating,maybethereisa

camerainthehouse..(breathingheavily)Gosh

I'm sotired...

Lore:(TurnedtotheTV)themovielong

started...Haveadrinkandcatchyourbreath...

(sighed)Aewachitawena!

Oarabile:(laughed)Ididn'tcheat...

Shehadadrink,hegotitandtookasipaswell

beforetheyfixedthecouchandwatcheda

moviewithsmilesfrom thehideandseek...

*

*

*

*



*

.
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AtKaene'sHouse...

OnthesamenightKaenewalkedintothe

bedroom andsatontheedgeofthebed

unbuttoninghisshirtwhileBoagolaidonthe

bedfacingthewall.

Boago:Whydidyoucomesolate?



Kaene:Ipassedbymyfather’shouse.

Boago:Ok..Butyouweren'tansweringmy

phonecalls?

Kaene:Ileftthephoneinthecar(walkingaway)

Sorry..

Minuteslaterhewalkedoutoftheshowerand

laidonthebed.Boagoturnedaroundand

lookedathim...

Boago:Oneoftheneighbourssaidshesawyou

withaschoolgirlatthemall.

Kaene:TellOarabiletostopguardingmeand

usethatenergytolookforahusbandmaybe

thenshewillrespectotherpeople'smarriages.I

toldyoutostopspyingforher,it'sfunnyyou

decidedtotakeittoanotherlevelandgetherto

spyonme.ToansweryourquestionyesIwas



withoneofmynieces,sheneededaphoneand

apackofpens.YouknowIhavenieceswhoare

orphans,Idon'tunderstandwhyyouhaveto

talktomelikeI'm cheating.

Boago:Itwasn’tOarabile.

Kaene:It'sher,IsawhercarwhenIparkedbut

shewasn'ttheresoshemusthaveseenme

whenIwaswalkingout.Justtellyourcousinto

stayoutofourbusiness,andifyoufeellike

beingmarriedisn'tfunanymoreletmeknow

becauseI'm sickandtiredofyourchildish

friendshipwithOarabile.Howcanamarried

womanbesoclosetosomeonewhocan'teven

maintainarelationshipforlong?Whatdoyou

learnfrom her?

Boago:Again,it'snotOarabilewhosawyou.

Kaene:Thenwhoisit?

Boago:Ican'ttellyouthat.

Kaene:Goodnight



Heturnedaroundandclosedhiseyes....

AtLore'sHouse...

Theduowatchedthemovieholdingtheirbreath

asavictim raninthewoodschasedbythekiller

inWrongTurn.Thekillerthrewanaxeandit

flewinslowmotiontowardsthewoman.Then

therewasapowercutleavingthem in

darkness..

Lore:Idon'thaveabackupgenerator..

Oarabile:(laughed)Sopeopleactuallyhave

backupgenerators?WhenthereisapowercutI

justwaititout.

Lore:(laughed)Ok...



Heswitchedthetorchinhisphoneonwhile

theylaidtherehavingmorejunkfoodand

relaxingonthecouch..

Lore:Tellmeaboutyourkidsandtheirfather,if

youhave3kidsandthelastbornis10itmust

havebeenaseriousrelationship.What

happened?

Oarabile:OhIgettheconfusionnow,thelast

bornisactually5yearsoldandshehasa

differentfather.IhadherwhenIwasschooling

intheUK.HerfatherandIweresupposedtoget

marriedbutIrealisedIdidn’tlovehim thewaya

wifeissupposedtoloveahusbandsoIendedit.

Itwasquiteastupidwaytoendarelationship

sothereisstillsomebadbloodbetweenus.He

tookherwhenshewasabout6monthsoldand

Ineversawheragainuntil3yearsbackonhis



weddingday.HewasmarryingagirlIschooled

with,andnowheisrefusingtoletmehaveher

oreventalktoherbecausehesaysitstresses

thechild.Thishurtsme,it'slikehavinga

missingchild,notknowingifsheishappyornot

.

Lore:ThatchildwasbornintheUKsoit'sgoing

tobeverydifficulttohaveherbackbutit's

possible,itwillprobablytakeyearsoflegal

documentationandfiling.Servingsomeonethat

farrequiresushavingcontactsofthestatehe

isinsotheycanhelpusservehim withthe

properdocuments.

Oarabile:IthinkheisinPoland,waitno...It's

Califonia.

Lore:Soundslikeheisatraveller,whatdidyou

study?

Oarabile:Medicine.

Lore:(laughed)Thatexplainsthehandwriting,



areyouguystaughthowtowritelikethatorit

comesnaturally?

Oarabile:(laughed)Heela..

Lore:I'lltalktomycolleaguetomorrowandsee

ifwecanhelpyou.Whatabouttheothertwo?

Oarabile:It'sNatashaandBambino,theirfather

ismarriedaswell.Hegotmarried2yearsback

butheisagoodfather.Wearecoparenting,I

staywiththem duringtheweekandhetakes

them onweekendsandholidays.Wecameup

withtheschedule.

Lore:Whydidtheseguysleaveyouandmarry

otherwomen?(smiled)Seemslikeyourexes

arecapableofcommitting,wereyouthe

problem?

Oarabile:Icanunderstandwhyyou'reasking

that.Thefirstonewasok,welovedeachother

andhelovedmebuthewasaladies'man.He

sleptwithmycousinsandIjustcouldn'ttakeit.



Ilefthim andyouknowwhattheguychanged...

Hestoppedhisnaughtywaysandbeggedmeto

givehim anotherchancebutIdidn’ttrusthim

soIcontinuedwiththeUKguyuntilwehadour

daughter.WhenthisguymovedonIwondered

ifIwasmakingtherightdecisionbecauseI

wasn'tinlovethere,that'swhenIlefttheUKguy

togiveitatrywiththeexbutthingsjustdidn't

turnoutthewayIexpected.Hewasalreadyin

lovewithanotherwomanwithwhom hehas

kids.

Lore:(smiled)Sobasically....You'reindecisive..

Oarabile:(laughed)Ihavebeensinglefor2

yearspapi,ompuisesente.Whataboutyou?

Lore:(sighed)Well,ican'tjudgeanyone

becauseI'm notaperfectguy,ihadagoodgirl

butIcheatedonherwithamarriedwoman.It

wassupposedtobeaonenightstandbutit

broughtmeadaughter.Thehusbandforgave

herandaskedhertogiveawaythebaby.Ididn't



wantmydaughterstayingwithherignorant

relativessoItookherwhenshewas3weeks

old.MymothertookherinandIgotherwhen

shewas3yearsolduntiltoday.Sheis12and

wehavebeenstayingtogetheruntilrecently

whenshestartedgettingherperiods.My

mothertookherbackforthisterm sotheycan

sortthemselvesoutintermsofhowtohandle

allthat.Shewillbebackinacoupleofweeks.

Oarabile:Andyourgirlfriend?

Lore:DumpedmetheminuteIgotmy3weeks

oldbaby,shehadforgivenmebutIguess

seeingmydaughterwashardonher.Sheleft

meandisnowmarried.

Oarabile:Lookslikeeveryoneisgettingmarried

hey.

Lore:(laughed)Youdon'tknowthehalfofit,

almosteveryweekendoneoftheguysIgrew

upwithisgettingmarriedandyouknowthe



assumptionaboutunmarriedpeople,people

constantlyassumeyou'reaplayerorsomething.

Oarabile:Tellmeaboutit...ButImadepeace

withthefactthatwewon'tallgetmarried.

Lore:True...

Thepowercamebackandtheycheckedthe

timetoseehowmuchofthemovietheymissed.

Turnsoutitwasn'tmuchsotheysighedand

continuedwatching.

AtRefa'sHouse...

RefaparkedthecarthenCharitygotoutwith

herhandbagandunlockedthedoor.Refa

quietlypickedhisyoungestdaughterandput

heroverhisshoulderthenhehelpedPillarstand

onthecarseat.Halfasleep,sheleanedoverher



father'sothershoulderandhecarriedheroutas

well.Charitypushedthedoorwideopenwhile

Refawalkedincarryingbothgirlsoverhis

shoulders.

Shefixedtheirbedthenhelaidthem downas

Charityquietlywatchedstandingatthedoor.

Refalookedathislittlegirlsastheylaidasleep

onthebed...

Refa:(softly)Comehere...

Charitywalkedoverandsatonthebedtoo.Refa

heldPearl'shandandCharity..

Refa:HoldPillarsowecanpray



Charitytearfullylookedathim andstoodup

rubbingherface..

Charity:Andsaywhat?Wearesinners!

Refa:We,notthem...Babeplease,trustme...I

am ashamedtoeventhinkaboutaprayerbutI

lovemydaughters.Wehavealotaheadofus...

Charity:Prayerwon'tmakeanydifference

becauseofus.

Refa:Irefusetobelieveeveryonewhopraysis

perfect,comehere...

Shesatdown,theyheldtheirchildren'shands

andbowedtheirheads...

Refa:IknowIam asinner,Ihavecommittedthe

mostabdominalsinofthem butGodmy

childrenknownothingaboutmymistakes.Iam



sorryfordraggingCharityintomyweboflies,

fordenyingherachancetofairlydecideontime

andmostofallI'm sorryforbringingthe

childrenintothis.PleaseprotectPearl,protect

Pillarandprotectmyboys.Letnoneofthem

sufferformysins.Iwatchedmygrandfatherdie

infrontofmebecauseofthisillness.Please

protectPearlduringherseizures.Amen

Charity:Amen.

Theybothstoodupandclosedthedoorthen

theywalkedintotheirroom whereCharitysat

onthebed.Refasatonthechairandputhis

handsoverhisface...

Charity:ThisisnotyourfaultRefa,anyonecan

haveepilepsy...Pleasetellmeyoudon'tthink

it'syourfault?

Refa:WhatifGodispunishingus?



Sheswallowedlookingbackathim andlooked

down..

Refa:Whatifit'sawarningforustostop?What

ifitgetsworse?

Charity:(tearfully)Shouldwestop?

Refa:Idon'tknow..I'm justscaredformy

daughter.

Charity:I'm scaredtoo...

Hestoodupandhuggedherasshecriedonhis

shoulderthenshesteppedbackrubbingher

tears.Shegotinbedandmovedtothefarend,

Refaswitchedoffthelightsandlaidonhisside

ofthebed....



Refa:Goodnight

Charity:Goodnight...

AtNina'sHouse...

ThenextmorningNinasatonherstudytable

reading.Herphonereceivedmessages,she

glancedatthetimeandcontinuedreadinguntil

shewasdonethenshesortedherbooksand

gottheonesforthatday.

Shepickedherlunchboxandputitinherbag

thenshegrabbedhernewphoneandwalked

outreadinghermessages.

Kaene:Morningsunshine,whenam Iseeingyou?

Nina:Morning.



Shemutedhim andreadherstudygroup

messagesthenshereceivedacallfrom her

boyfriend...

Nina:Hello?

Him:I'm atthestop,hurryupyou'relate.

Nina:Ok.

ShehurriedtothetaxistopwhereasilverBMW

wasparked.Shetookdownherbagandjumped

in.Theymethalfwayacrosswithakissthenhe

joinedtheroad...

Him:Igotpaidlastnight,madiatsenyebosigo

butIcouldn'tsendyouascreenshotbecausei

knewyouwouldbeoffline.Whattimedoyou

wanttobuythephoneorshouldIsendyouthe



money?

Nina:Igotmymom tobuymeaphone.

Him:Butyourmom isalreadystruggling

financiallybabe,wheredidshegetthemoney

from?IthoughtitoldyouI'm gettingpaidtoday

andwewillgetyouaphone?

Nina:Sheborrowedthemoney.

Babe:Howmuchisit?

Nina:3K

Babe:Babelewenayou'retooanxious,couldn't

youspendadaywithoutaphonesoIcouldget

paid?

Nina:Sorry.

Babe:Aeno...

Nina:FelaI'm sorry,Ijustsawanopportunityto

getaphoneandItookit.

Fela:WalapisaNina,I'm sendingyou3.5Kso



youcanbuytoiletries,nowIdon'tknowwhere

you'llsayyougotthemoney.

Nina:I'llsayItalkedtomyfather.

Fela:Let'shopeshewillbelieveyou..

Felaparkedontheothersideoftheroadand

pulledherchinoverforasoftkissbefore

lookinginhereyesandsmilingalittle..

Fela:(softly)Iloveyou..

Nina:(smiled)Iloveyoutoo.

Fela:Ihopeyouarenotflirtingwithboysin

therebecauseGodknowsifIcatchoneofthem

itwilltakeanentirepolicedepartmenttostop

mefrom beatinghisass.(hesmiledandkissed

her)I'm kidding...



Ninasmiledlookinginhiseyes,shedidn'tdoubt

hiswords,thiswasFelaandhealwaysspoke

exactlywhatwasinhismind.Nowshehad

morereasontoblockthatstrangeman.He

leanedoverandkissedheragainthenshe

steppedout...

Fela:Bye

Nina:Bye!

Feladroveoffasacallcamethrough...

Fela:Hello?

Principal:Hello,didyoublockme?Kooreyou

stillcan'tintroducemetoyourfamily?

Fela:I'm busy,Ineedtimeoffthisrelationship.

Canwetakeabreak?Ireallydon'twant

confrontationoranything.Ijustwanttobreathe.



Principal:Ok,I'm sendingyoumoneyforrent.

Fela:Idon'twantyourmoney,Iwantabreak...

Nocalls,nomessages,byeI'm driving.

Hehungupandblockedthatnumbertoo...

Inschool...

MeanwhileNinawalkedintotheschool

pressingherphone.ShenoticedKaene

changedhisDPwithapictureofhiskidsthen

shezoomedin...Itwaslikedejavu,thelittlegirl

hermotheroncepointedatinthemallasher

sister,nowitallmadesense.Shesmiledslowly

andunmutedKaene..

Nina:Heybabe...Canwemeetduringlunch?I

willhaveabout30minutes.



Kaene:Ofcourse,where?

Nina:Atyourhouse,unlessyourwifeisahouse

wife?

Kaene:No,sheisworking.I'llpickyouupat

lunchtime.

Nina:Loveyou.

Sheputherphoneonsilentandrantoclassas

thesirenwailed...

*

*

*

*
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AtRefa'soffice...

LaterthatmorningRefawalkedpasthis

workersbythereceptionandnoddedatthem

beforedashingintohisoffice.Heputdownthe

laptopandsatswitchingtheofficecomputeron,

hisassistantknockedandwalkedin...

Her:Siryouhaveameeting,Ihavebeentrying

tocallyoubutyouweren'tanswering.

Refa:Whatmeeting?

Her:WithBandaConstructions,yourbigbrother

isalreadyintheboardroom.

Refa:Whodowehaveinthere?

Her:RotlheisinandFelashouldbehere

anytimesoonbecausehewasearlythenhe

steppedoutforadrink.

Refa:I'llbethereinaminute.…



Sheclosedthedoorthenheloggedintohis

bankaccountsanddialedOarabile...

Oarabile:Hello?

Refa:Hi,whenistheloanyakoloiending?

Oarabile:Itshouldhavebeenin4yearsbut

sincethepayouthasbeendoubledke2years.

Refa:That’swhatI'm askinggorewhendoesit

end?

Oarabile:Nextmonth.

Refa:Ok,PearlhasepilepsyandIdon'tknow

whatmedicationsheisgoingtoneedsoImight

needtoadjustmybudget.MaybePillarisalso

epileptic.

Oarabile:What?Areyousure?

Refa:(sighed)Shehadaseizurelastnight.



Oarabile:Doesitruninthefamily?

Refa:Yeah,butIdidallofthis.Igaveittoher!

Oarabile:Ihopeyouarenotblamingyourself

forthis,howisCharitytakingit?

Refa:Idon'tknow,wedon'ttalkthatmuch

becausenowthingsareweirdbetweenus.We

didn'teventoucheachotherlastnight(sighed)

ButIdon'twanttoboreyouwithmylife.Ijust

wantedtoknowabouttheloan.

Oarabile:Refait'snotyourfault,anyonecan

haveepilepsy,evenBambinocanhaveitifit

runsinthefamily.

Refa:ThenwhyisitthatRJandBambinoareok?

WhyPearl?NotthatIwantmyboystohaveit

butisn'titweird?

Oarabile:Evenso,epilepsyisnotsomethingto

bescaredabout,thereareworsethingsout

there.Oncetimepassesyou'llgetusedtoitand

learnhowtolivewithit.



Refa:Ihopeso,howarethekids?

Oarabile:Theyareok,Natashashowedmethe

styleCharitydidonher.Iwantedtocallherand

saythankyoubutIdidn’tknowhowshewould

reacttomycall.

Refa:Shewouldn'tbenegative,Charityisnota

badpersongongwewamoakanyetsa.(Charity

isnotabadperson,maybeujustthink

negativelyofher)

Oarabile:(laughed)Eeakerereagadikananna

leene(yesbecauseweshareaman),(they

laughed).Mmeobuannetekennayonengke

motshwenyagone(youarerightIam theone

whotreatedherbadly).I'llcallherthen.

Refa:Ok,bye.Ihaveameeting.

Oarabile:Bye..

Hehungupandwalkedtotheboardroom



whereallhisbrothersweresitting.Felaleaned

backgluedonhisphoneandsmiledonhis

own...

Fela:(whistled)Thebannahakeipecheditse

banna,yeses!(Igotluckywiththisgirl)

RotlhegotthephoneandsmiledlookingatNina,

RonasnatcheditandsmiledthenRefagotit

andwhistled..

Refa:Enekeenerra(sheisbeautiful).

Rotlhe:(showingtheshapeofanAfricanfigure)

Oditse...(sheislikethis)

Rona:(laughed)Aopastor!

Fela:Heliterallyjustlustedformygirlfriend!

Refa:(laughed)Alright,let'stalkaboutthis



partnership...

Rotlhe:Thisisahugetenderguys,Ithinkifwe

cometogetherwecanpullitoff.

Rona:Definitely!

Fela:Wejusthavetomakesuretherewon'tbe

firingthreats,that'swhatbreaksthefamily

businesses.

Rona:Youjusthadtosayit,didn'tyou?

Refa:Heenjoysspoilingthemood.Ronawill

neverfireanyonebecausenowheknowsheis

nothingwithouthisbrothers.Amporeajantša!

(healmostlosteverything)

TheylaughedasRonareachedoverthetable

andsmackedRefa'shead...

Atkaene'sHouse...



LateratlunchhourKaeneslowlyparkedthecar

andsteppedout...

Kaene:Let'sgo...(lookedatthetime)weonly

haveafewminutes,lunchehelakapelaakere?

(lunchhourfliesbyquickly)

Nina:(laughed)It'ssoannoyingeven...(opened

herbag)I'm takingthisbeans,Iwanttoput

somespiceandwarm them up,youhavea

microwaveright?

Kaene:Yeah,let'sgo..

Shegothernotebookanduseditasatraythen

sheclosedthecarandfollowedKaeneintothe

house.Shesteppedinasheclosedthedoor...

Kaene:Thekitchenisthatway..



Ninawalkedintothekitchenandputherbook

aside.Onsecondthoughtshepusheditfar

awayfrom herandstoodbythemicrowave

warmingthefoodthensheturnedaroundand

noticedpicturesandnotesonthefridge,

somethingshehadonlyseeninmovies.She

slowlytookapictureofKateandhersiblings...

Theirsmileswereinnocentandtherewasso

muchhappinessintheireyes,somethingshe

hadn'tseeninherlittlesistersinceBoago

walkedintotheirlives.ShelookedatBoago's

smileandtearsfilledhereyesasshe

swallowed...

"You'rethebestdaddy,Iloveyou"wasKatie's

crayonnote.Shestaredatthefamilypicture

andforthefirsttimesomethingclicked.She

knewKateneverhadafatherjustlikeherand

ruininghersecondchanceseemedwaytoo



cruel.Despitehatinghermothershecouldfeel

Katewouldonedaywanttoreunitewithher

siblings.Sherubbedhertearandpickedher

bookthenshegotherfoodandwalkedout

bumpingintoKaene..

Kaene:Heybabe..Areyoudone?

Nina:Ican'tdothisI'm sorry...

Kaene:(grabbedherhand)Baaabe...

Hegentlytouchedhercheekandkissedheras

thedooropened.Boagowalkedinlookingdown

asshefixedhershoe..

Boago:Babe?Ididn'texpectto-

ShepausedasKaenelethergoandrubbedhis



mouth.Nina'sheartpoundedasshefroze

holdingherbookwithalunchboxontop.

BoagosadlylookedatKaenethenshelookedat

theschoolgirlandbackatKaeneagain...

*

*

*

*

*
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AtKeane'sHouse....

Boagostaredatthem bothwithoutsaying

anythingthenshewalkedpastthem andwent



tothebedroom wheresheputdownherthings,

grabbedthelunchboxshehadforgotteninthe

morningthensheclosedthedoorandwalked

out.

KaenefollowedheroutwhileNinawalked

towardsthegate.Kaeneleanedoverandlooked

ather..

Kaene:It'snotwhatyouthink...

Boago:Ok,Ibelieveyou.StepbackpleaseI'm

lateforworkIjustcameformylunchbox.

Kaene:(softly)Babelisten..

Boago:(pausedandlookedather)Yes?(his

lipspartedslightlywhilehetriedtofindthe

words)I'm verylate,I'llseeyoulaterbabea

utwa?

Kaene:Ok.



Boago:Iloveyou.

Heswallowedbitinghislowerliplookingather

asshereversedherHondafitanddroveoff

thenherubbedhisfaceandsighed.Hewent

backtothehouseandstuckhisheadin..

Kaene:Nina??

MeanwhileonthewayBoagodrovepastthe

schoolgirlthenshesloweddownandreversed...

Boago:(rolleddownthewindow)Areyougoing

toschool?

Nina:Eemma.

Boago:Getin,you'relate

Nina:(reluctantly)I'llgetataxi.



Boago:NanaifIwantedtobeatyouforsleeping

withmyhusbandIwouldhavedoneitinmy

house.Getinthecar...

NinaopenedthedoorandgotinthenBoago

quietlydroveoff..

AtSchool...

Minuteslatersheparkedinfrontoftheschool

andturnedtoher...

Boago:IwasonceateenagerlikeyousoIwon't

judgeyou.WhenIwasyourageIdateda

marriedman.Atthetimeweweregoing

throughalotathome,wehadnofoodeventhe

spacetolaymyheadonwasn'tenough...Idon't

knowyouorwhatyou'regoingthrough,butI



knowit'simpossiblefora17yearoldtobe

attractedtoamanKaene'sage.Youprobably

wantmoneybutforyoursakeIhopeyouare

condomising...

Sheopenedherhandbagandhandedhera

containerofARVswithhernamesonit...

Boago:Readthepatient'sname,kennaakere?

(Thosearemynames,right?)

Nina:Eemma

Boago:Iwon'ttellyouwhogavemetheHIV,

butI'lltellyouthatwhenIhadmyfirstbornI

wasnegative.Ifyouhadsexwithmyhusband

goandgetyourselftested.

Nina:Weonlymetyesterday,wedidn'teven

havesex.

Boago:Iknowat17youthinkmoneyis



everythingbutthereismoretolife.Onceyou

matureyourpastwillhauntyouatnight.I'm

happilymarried,trustmethisisthefirsttime

myhusbandisdoingthis.Wearenotrichbut

wecanaffordtoeateverydaybutdespiteall

thisthefamilythatIdestroyedkeepscoming

backtome.Idon'tknowwheretheyareand

howtheyaredoingbutIknowthatIdestroyeda

family.NowthatI'm amotherIunderstandthe

painImusthavecausedthoseinnocent

children.Imeantheirfatherwasalsowrongfor

cheatingbutIam toblametoo,asamother

that'snotsomethingyoucanbeproudof.It

eatsmeupbutIcan'ttellanyone..

Nina'seyestearedupasshelistenes..

Boago:Iwon'tbeatyoubecauseIwantto

believeyouknowwhatyouaredoing.I



rememberthatwomancallingme,cryingand

pleadingwithme,butIwasdeterminednotto

stopsoIwon'tbotherwithyou.Iwilljustwatch

youandhopeforyoursakeyouprotectyourself

andgetaneducation.

NinarubbedhertearsandhuggedBoago

crying...

Nina:(tearfully)Iforgiveyou...

Sheleanedbackandrubbedhertears...

Nina:Iam Tulo'sdaughter.Iwasn'tgoingto

sleepwithhim Ijustwantedtochowhismoney.

ThatwastheplanuntilIsawapictureofKate.I

recognisedherfrom whenmymotherandIsaw

heratthemall.Ineverforgotherfacesince



shelooksalotlikemysister.ForhersakeIwas

abouttowalkoutthatdoorandneverlookback

butyouwalkedinonyourhusbandpullingme

back.

Boago:AreyouMasego'sdaughter?OhGod!I

can'tbelieveIsaidallofthat...

Nina:(smiledtearfully)It'sok,Iwon'ttell

anyone...ifyoudothesameforme...Willyou

apologisetomymother?Itwillmeansomuch

toher,sheneverstopstalkingaboutyou.

Boago:Iwill.

Nina:MaybewecanstarttalkingtoKate,she

lookslikemysister.

Boago:Maybe...Fornow,pleasedon'ttellmy

husbandwhoyouare,Iwanttodealwithhim

accordingly.Gotoschool

Nina:(gasped)Echaile!(It'stimeup)



Shesteppedoutandclosedthedoorthenshe

ranoff.Shepausedandlookedbackthenshe

wavedagain..

Nina:Ithinkyourkarmaisthosepills...Butdon't

worryyourstatusissafewithme-andmy

mother.

Boago'smouthdropped,Ninalaughedandran

offthenshechuckledindisbelief...

Boago:NgwanawagaTulowantwaelawaitse!

(Tulo'schildthinkssheismyagemate)

Ninatrippedandfellspillingherbeans...

Boago:Eekegorogabathontitietsana!(That's



whatyougetforinsultingelders)

ShedroveoffasNinadustedherselfand

walkedintotheschool....

AtCharity'soffice...

MeanwhileCharityleanedbackonherchairand

staredatthewallforaminuteswhileherphone

rang.Shesnappedoutofherthoughtsand

pickedbutthecallhadendedalready.Then

therewasaknockonthedoor,sheresponded

andOarabilewalkedin.

Charity:Hello

Oarabile:Hi,canItalktoyou?

Charity:Haveaseat.



Oarabile:(satdown)Thankyou...Ihavebeen

reluctanttocallyousinceNatashacameback

from yourhousebecauseIwasn'tsurehow

you'dreacttomycallbu-

Charity:(sighed)Oarabileifyoudon'tlikewhatI

didonyourdaughterjusttakeitout,Ireally

don'tfeellikearguingrightnow.(tearfully)I

havesomuchtoworryabout,Ididthathairstyle

onherbecausesheloveditandIjustwanted

hertobehappy.

Oarabilepausedlisteningtohershakyvoice

andthepaincomingfrom withinvibratedwith

everyword...

Oarabile:Iloveit...(Charitylookedather)It's

beautiful,Ijustwantedtosaythankyoufor

lovingNatashathoughyouarenotobligedto.

Charity:(calmly)Oh,thankyou..



Oarabile:AboutyourdaughterniecePearl..

Charity:(smiled)Daughterniecekeeng

jaanong?Togakegokoba(Whatisdaughter

niece,I'llsoonchaseuaway)

Oarabile:(clearedherthroat)Aboutyour

brother'sdaughterPearl...Youshouldn'tblame

yourselfforherepilepsy,Refacalledmethis

morningaskingabouttheloanandwhenitwill

elapse.FirstofallIappreciatethatyouguys

decidedtopayforit,Ididn'tdeservethatandI

knowwithoutyourapprovalhewouldn'thave

beenabletopay.IjustwantutoknowthatI

appreciatethat..Backtotheepilepsyseizure

bathonghavingoneseizuredoesn'tmeanyou'll

alwayshavethem.Don'tpanic,justadjustyour

budgetsothatyouarereadyforany

interventionthatmightbeneededbecause

epilepsyhasnocure...Thereismedicationbut

itjustslowsitdown.Acceptthatsheisableto

walkandsee,therearepeoplewithserious



conditions,somepeoplehaveneverseentheir

mothers.Imaginebeingblind,wouldn'tyoupick

epilepsyifyouhadtochoose?Somethingthat

lastslessthan5minutesthenyou'reok?Ifyou

breakdownPearlisgoingtohaveadifficult

timeacceptingherepilepsy,youneedtobe

strongforher.

Charityrubbedhereyes...

Charity:IjustfeellikeIcausedthis...WhenI

foundoutIdidn’twanttothinkotherwise,Itold

him tolockmeawayandneverletmego.Itold

him Iwantedababy,Imadehim doitbecause

heprobablydidn'twanttohurthislittlesister..

Withshakinghandssherubbedher

uncontrollabletears..



Charity:Ididn'tsleeplastnight,maybeifI

divorcehim Godwillhavemercyonmykids.

Youcan'taskforforgivenessandstillcontinue

withthesinright?

Oarabile:Refaisgoingtobreakdownifyou

divorcehim,Ithinkhereallylovesyoubecause

hehasnevercheatedonyou.Healwaysstood

byhisword,andhetriedtokillhimselfforyou..

Ifamanevertriestokillhimselfinfearof

losingyouhetrulylovesyou.

Charity:OfcoursehelovesmeI'm hissister,

howcanhenot?Can'tyouseeeventhe

brothersloveme?Hasanyofthem eversaidno

tome?Theyareagainstthisbuttheycan'tdo

anythingbecausetheylovethebothofus.

Oarabile:ButCharityyouaregoingtobea

divorceeforthesecondtime...

Charity:It'sbetterthanhavingsmarties,isn'tit?



Oarabilelaughedandlookedawaysmiling..

Oarabile:YoulowkeystillhatemeIknowthat...

Charity:(smiledrubbinghertears)I'm just

happyyouhaveaflaw,somethingIcankeep

hurtingyouwith...Itmakesmefeelbetterabout

myself.

Oarabile:(laughed)Mxm...Ihavetogo...

Charity:Thankyouforcomingover,atleast

somethingpositivehappenedtoday.Myenemy

acknowledgedmygoodwork!

Oarabile:Buttheneverybabymamaloves

havingahandsonauntieforherchildren,o

rakgadiyoomonate(uareausefulauntie),

sorryittookmeawhiletobeabletosayit.

Charity:(smiled)Getoutofmyofficenow,bye...



Oarabilelaughedandwalkedout...

AtLore'soffice....

LateronLorepulledhisdrawerandopeneda

filethenheslidthedocumentovertohisclient..

Lore:Thisishowyourshareswillgo...stock

exchangeis-

Refa:Isawthis,theysentmeanemail.

TherewasaknockonthedoorthenOarabile

walkedinsmiling.Thetwosuitedgentlemen

turnedtheirheadsandfacedher.Hersmile

disappearedasshelookedatRefaandLore...

Lorestoodupsmilingandclosedthedoorthen



heputhisarm behindherbackasRefaturned

around...

Lore:Heybabe!

Oarabile:Hi..

Lore:Istillhaveaclientbutwearewrappingit

up,RefathisissoontobeMrsLoreTimothy.

Oarabile:(blushed)Lorebathong..

Refastoodupandshookherhand...

Refa:MrsTimothyisthemotherofmytwo

kids...AndI'm happyI'llbecoparentingwitha

reasonablesomebodylikeyou.

*

*

*



*

*
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AtLore'soffice...

Lore:(frowned)Oh...Whatasmallworld,Ididn't

knowthat.

Refa:(smiled)Andnowyouknow...

OarabilelookeddownwhileLorestoodbyher

sidewithhisarm behindherthenhepulledher

chinupandbabykissedher...

Lore:(sighed)NowIknow...



Loregrabbedhisjacketandphonefrom the

tableandclosedthelaptop...

Lore:Let'sdothisanothertime,Idon'twantto

keepherwaiting.

Refa:(stoodup)Wearenotdonehere.

Lore:Nowearenot,butIdidn’tgoforlunch,

youknowthat.BesidesIdon'tworkovertime

forfree(turnedtoRefaslidinghisphoneinthe

pocketstillholdinghisjacketontheotherarm)

Areyoujealous?

Refa:(calmly)I'm amarriedman,whywouldI

bejealous?

Lore:(calmly)I'm gladyouarerenot,no

offencethough.

Refa:(softly)Nonetaken..(toher)Whereare

mykids?



Oarabile:Home.

Refa:Alone?

Oarabile:Theyarenotbabies...

Refa:CanItalktoyouinaminute?

Lore:Dudeno,wehavealatelunchdate.Ihave

clientsafterthis.

Refa:(calmlyturnedtohim)Iwasn'teven

talkingtoyou..

Oarabile:(sighed)Ok,ok...Fine...

LoresteppedoutsidethenRefaclosedthedoor,

Loreopenedit..

Lore:(calmly)Leavethedooropen.

Refa:(softly)Areyouinsecure?

Lore:(softly)Areyoujealous?



Refa:Lookslikeyouareinsecure,don'tyou

trustyourgame?

Lore:(smiledbitinghislowerlip)Idon'tplay

games,Ilove.

Refa:Whydon'tyouloveherstandingoverthere,

ordoyouhavetobecloserforthefeelingtobe

stronger?DoesyourloveworklikeBluetooth?

Oarabile:(annoyed)Canyoubothjuststop?I

havetobeinthehospitalinanhour.

Bothgentlementurnedlookingatherthenthey

lookedatoneanother...

Refa:Closethedoor.

Lore:Shesaidweshouldstop,shesaiditlebati

lebutswe(whilethedoorwasopen)whydoyou

wanttocloseit?

Refa:Soyoudon'ttrusther?



Oarabilesighedandwalkedpastthem.Herhigh

heelsechoedacrossthefloorasRefapaced

behindher.

Lorelookedatthem andnoticedhisofficewas

open,anofficewithfilesimportantenoughto

jailorfreeasuspect,sohewentbacktolock

theoffice.

MeanwhileRefarandownthestairslookingat

Oarabile...

Refa:Wow,soyouaresleepingaroundalready?

Oarabile:Ineedtogetfucked,it'sbeen5years

now,I'm notcountinginthatsexyadidrugs

becauseyoudidn'tseeyourself.Ineedadickin

mytightpussy!



HeclenchedhisjawsjustimaginingLoredoing

thehonoursofbreakingthatsecondaryvirginity

ofhers..

Refa:Youareactinglikeateenagerandit

doesn'tsuityou,can'tyoufocusonyourkidsfor

aminute?

Oarabile:Ican'tfocuswhenI'm horny,focuswa

engokarekemotsetsi?(Focusforwhatwhen

I'm notnursing)

Refa:Soyouaregoingtokeepansweringme

likethat?Sincewhendoyouswear?

Oarabile:Kereng?(WhatshouldIsay)

Refa:Youdon'tevenknowhim!

Oarabile:That’swhyI'm spendingtimewith

him.



Theywalkedtowardsthecarparkwhere

Oarabileunlockedthecarfrom adistanceand

pushedherhairoffherfaceasthewindblewit.

ShereachedforthehandlethenRefalooked

back,Lorewasn'taroundsohegrabbedher

arm turningheraroundandpushedheragainst

thecargrabbinghercheeks.Shedroppedthe

carkeysandherphoneashepinnedherso

closeshecouldfeelhisbreathonhernose..

Refa:(angrily)I'm talkingtoyou!Whyotsamaa

ntsekebualewena?(whyareuleavingwhenI

am stilltalkingtoyou)

Oarabile:(hishandpressinghercheeks)

Wanpolaa..(uarehurtingme)

Refa:You'llneverchangeRabi,you'llalwaysbe

someone'ssextoyjustbecauseyoucan'tclose

yourlegsforaminute.You'readdictedtosex

andyoushouldbeashamedofyourself!You



aretrashandtheonlyreasonthisguywants

youisbecauseyouareadoctor..You'renotthat

beautifulandyouknowit...

Oarabile'seyestearedupasshelookedathim.

Theangerandhateinhiseyesmadeitall

soundsoreal..

Refa:You'renoteventhatniceinbed,youcan't

dowomanontop,youcan'tsuckwithoutusing

yourteeth,youmoanwrong,youcan'tdodoggy

stylebecauseyoucan'tbendyourbackrightbut

Idon'tblameyouforthisone-probablyaresult

ofcarryingachildasateenager.You'rethe

mostboringpersonIeverhadsexwith!Ifit

wasn'tformykidsIwouldn'thaveevenfought

forthisjokeofarelationship.Icheatedbecause

youcouldn'tsatisfyme,everyguyisgoingto

cheatandcheatandcheatbecauseyoujust



don'thaveit...Wabora,obosula(uare

boring)andIhopeyougotthosewallstightened

too.Idon'tknowifItearedthem orit'smykids...

Lorelooksextrasmallhemightjusttickledon't

embarrassyourselfbyopeningyourlegsfor

him....

Stillpressinghercheekstogetherhepushed

herawayandshemissedastepfallingdownin

herheelsandhurtingherankle.Shetearfully

tookoffhershoeandslowlypickedherkeys

andphonethenhewalkedbackagainand

yankedherhairpushingheragainstthecar

again.Thistimeshegaspedtearfullywith

tremblinglips...

Refa:Anddon'tevertalktome,youaretrash

andyou'llneverchange.I'm goingtotakemy

kidssinceyou'regoingonabootycall,ifyou



needthem callmywife.Hearthat?MYWIFE...

(pushedherheadaway)Trash!I'm sofucking

donewithyou.I'm gladhecanworryaboutyou..

Loresteppedoutofthebuildingthenheslowly

letgoofherandsteppedback...

Refa:(loweredhisvoice)Getridofthatshit,o

rataattentionobataagobotsegorewhat's

wrong?I'llbeatyouandgiveyouareasontocry,

getridofthosetearsandwearasmileotsaa

gorekeatshameka?(UthinkIam joking).Ifhe

arriveshereandfindsyoulikethiswagolelaha

kegokapangteng.(UwillpaywhenIgeta

chance)

Sheswallowedandblinkedacoupleoftimesas

Lore'sstepsgotcloserandcloser,thenshe

bentdownandputonhershoeasherhairfell



down.LoresighedandhandedRefahiscar

keys..

Lore:Youforgotyourkeys.

Refa:(flashedasmile)Thanks...

Lore:Didyoutalk?

Refa:Yeah,enjoyyourlunch.

Lore:Willdo...Babewhatareyoudoing?

Shefinishedfixinghershoeandgotup.She

pushedherhairbackwithalittlesmileasRefa

lookedather,sheflashedanothersmileandput

herhandonLore'schest..

Oarabile:Canwego?

Lore:Ofcourse...



Refagaveheronelastlookandgotinhiscar

thenhedroveoff.Loreturnedbackatherand

kissedherlips..

Lore:Areyouok?

Oarabile:Yeah,I'm fine...DoyouthinkI'm

beautiful?

Lore:Ofcourseyouare,whyareyouasking?

(laughed)Whatachildishquestion..Whyare

youasking?

Oarabile:Stupidquestion...(laugheditoff)I

can'tbelieveIaskedthateither...

Theygotinthecaranddroveout....

*

*

Thenextinsertcomesat11pm tonight.



*

*

*

*
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AtOarabile'sHouse...

LaterthatafternoonRefaknockedonthedoor,

thechildrenmovedthecurtainslookingoutside,

theysmiledandopenedthedoorthenBambino

huggedhim asherubbeddustoffNatasha's

hair..



Refa:Ispoketomom,gogetyourclothes.

Natasha:Ohyeahit'sFridaytoday...

Theyrantotheirroomsthenhewalkedto

Oarabile'sroom andclosedthedoor.Helocked

itthenheputhishandsinthepocketslooking

aroundtheroom.

Hesighedandsatontheedgeofthebedthen

hekickedhisshoesdownandlaidonhisback

resting.Hemovedupthebedandsighed

removinghistiethenhegrabbedherwhite

pillowandputitoverhisface,herheadhad

beendefinitelyonit..

Heputitbackandopenedthewardrobewhere

hetouchedallhereveningdressesuntilhe



landedonhercoat.Itstillhadhernametagon

it,thenheslidhishandinthepocketand

touchedastethoscopeandabluepen..

Hesatontheedgeofthebedholdingher

stethoscopeandtearsblurredhiseyes.It

wasn'treallythathecouldn'thaveherbutthat

younggirlwhousedtopassbywithabucket,

herhairstyle,thethreadinherearsandwalking

barefooted...Thegirlheusedtohelpcarrya

bucketofwater...Thatgirlbeingadoctor,she

hadmadeitandshewasaforcetobereckoned

with.

Heputhercoatoverhisfaceandclosedhis

eyesbreathingin.Thepainblockedhisthroat

ashestoodupandputeverythingbacktheway

itwasthenheslowlyclosedthedoors.He

openedthedrawersandlookedatherjewellery.



Thenextdrawerhadpantiesinit,hepickedher

redG-stringandsmelledit-abitofsoapanda

bitofherself.

Heclosedthedrawersandturnedbacktothe

bedthenhereachedforherlaptopandsaton

thebedholdingitasthechildrencalledhim

standingatthemaindoor...

Natasha:Daddywee?

Refa:Keeta,tsenangmokoloing!

Heclickedonheralreadyloggedinaccountand

readhermessageswithLore,theirbackand

forthjokesandteasingeroticpictures,their

intensesteamyconversationsthatendedwith

"I'm calling"



Hesighedandswallowedapainfullumpthen

hefinallyclosedherlaptopandsatontheside

puttingonhisshoesbeforewalkingout...

Attherestaurant...

MeanwhileOarabileranaforkaroundtheplate

asLoretookabiteandchewedleaningback.

Hewipedhimselfwithaservietteandtookasip

ofwinethenhesighedlookingather...

Lore:Youcantalktome,Ithoughtweare

friends...

Oarabile:(herlipstrembledasshetriedtohold

hertearsin)Youwouldn'tunderstandbecause

you'reaman.

Lore:Tryme...



Heputhishandsacrossthetableandtook

her'slookinginhereyes.Oarabiletearfully

lookedbackathim,assoonassheopenedher

mouthtearsfell.Shelookeddownandhepulled

herchinup...

Lore:Tellme...

Oarabile:(shakyvoice)RefasaidI'm boringin

bedIcan'tdowomanontop,Ican'tdodoggy

styleand-

Sheletgoofhishandsandputher'soverher

facecrying.Loreclenchedhisjawsfeelingher

everysniffle...

Lore:Letmetellyousomething...It'stheoldest

trickinthebookandstupidguysuseitallthe

time.Surprisinglyitworksallthetime...I'm



surprisedhedidn'tusethelineya"Obosula

kanawaboraoryou'readeadwood"..

Oarabile:Hedidsaykebosula.

Lore:Asaguy-astupidmorontobespecific,

whenyouhavefoughtforawomanandlosther,

kerayaolesuregoreyoudon'tstandachance

youruinheremotionallyandpsychologically.

Thatwayshewon'tgivethenextguyherbest

abilities,shewillbebrokensomuchshewon't

believethenextguywhenhesayssheisgood

orbeautiful.Shealsowon'tenjoyrelationships

kooreyoukillherabilitytolove.Youmakeher

feardoinganythingbecausesheisjustnot

good,thatwayshewillalwayscomebackto

youbecausewellyoulovedherwithherflaws.

Refaisjealous,Isawitonhisfacetoday,ifhe

doesn'thurtyouphysicallyhewilldoit

emotionally,don'tlethim bringyoudown.I

don'tneedtotellyouthatyou'rebeautiful

becauseyouknowdeepdownyouare....You



deservebetterandhecan'tgiveittoyou.…and

let'sassumeheisrightyoucan'tdonodoggy...

(pulledherchinfacingher)Iknowathingor

twoaboutsex,Iknowalittlebitaboutmaking

loveandfucking,I'm noexpertbutIknow

differentkindsofsexandfantasiestoo.Ifyou

don'tknowanythingaboutsexthenyounever

reallyhadsex...Kanagokunyapagasesex

kanamolebokunyandahelabakunyapakaha

tasegasethare(shelaughedandrubbedher

tears)..It'snotyourfaulteneneaberekago

kunyapaasagorute.Themostinterestingand

sweetestpartofsexasamanisteachingyour

womanbecauseyouknowshe'sneverdoneit,

you'rethefirstpersontodothatwithher....It

boostsyourego...Letmespeakformyself

legale..Iloveteachingawomanhowtohave

sexandhelpingherdiscoverwhatkindofsex

shelikes..

Oarabile:(smiled)Iwonderhowmanyyouhave



taught..

Lore:(smiled)Iwasn'tkeepingarecordbutit

can'tbethatmany

Oarabile:(laughed)Lorengngng

Lore:(laughed)I'm kidding,I'm avirgin...

Theylaughedasshetookherfirstbite...

Lore:Mxm Refaathogokoorehehadtobreak

yousothatyoucanthinkabouthiswordswhile

I'm ontopofyou,nxla!

Oarabile:(laughed)Whosaidyou'llhavesex

withme?

Lore:(laughed)Tshamekasentethemma...

(don'tplaylikethat)Eish!

Theylaughedandcontinuedeating...



AtSchool...

LaterthatafternoonNinawalkedoutofthegate

andputonherheadsets.Kaenepulledovernext

toherandrolleddownthewindow..

Kaene:Hey...Ibeentryingtocallyou..Didyou

blockme?

Nina:Yes,I'm sorryIcan'tbewithyouanymore.

Kaene:Getinthecar.

Nina:Nothankyou.

Kaene:Iboughtyouaphone,doyouthinkyou

canjustleavemeresahaversexatleast?

Nina:Ididn'tknowitwasasexdeposit.

Kaene:SoyouthoughtIjustwantedtothrow

awayoverhalfofmynetpay?



Nina:Idon'tknow.IjustknowthatIdon'twant

anythingtodowithyou.Whathappenedtoday

scaredmeandIdon'twanttogetsuedfor

homewrecking,ifIgetcaughtwithyouI'm the

onlyonegettingembarrassedincourt.

Kaene:YouknewIwasmarriedwhenyoumade

mebuyyouthatphone.

Nina:Thentakeyourphone.

Kaene:Idon'tneedaphone,canyougetinthe

car?I'm notsupposedtobeseendrivingnextto

schoolgirlslikethis.Ihaveareputationto

maintain.

Nina:ByeKaene!

Shecrossedtheroadandstoppedataxias

Kaeneangrilystaredather....

AtBoago'sHouse...



LaterthatafternoonKaenewalkedintothe

bedroom anddroppedhiskeysonthe

headboardbeforesittingdownwhilehe

unbuttonedhisshirt.

Boagowalkedinsmellingfreshandreachedfor

herdressinthewardrobe,thenshegotdressed

whileKaenesatthereexpectingthelunchtime

sagatocontinuebutshesprayedperfumeon

herselfandpickedherhandbag..

Boago:I'm goingtocheckonmymother,it's

beenawhilesinceIheardfrom her.

Kaene:CanIcomewithyou?

Boago:No,takeabathandrelax.I'llbeback...

Shewalkedoutthenhestoodupandmoved



thecurtainlookingathersmartlydressed,he

sighedandsatdown.Hismindwasprobably

playingmindgames...

AtAkwana'sHouse

LaterthateveningAkwanalaidonherbedand

crossedherlegswatchingamovieandeating

raisins..Herphonerang...

Akwana:Hello?

Odirile:Hi,IknowIhavebeenroughandacting

immaturebutIwanttodobetter.

Akwana:Istillwanttoleaveyou.

Odirile:ButIloveyouandIhavebeentaking

careofyou,kerayabeforewestartedfighting

whichIbelieveit'sbecauseofthecheating.You

cheatedonmebeforeAkwanayoucan'texpect



metoforgetitallandgetangryatmewhenI'm

actinginsecure.

Akwana:KareIwantamanthatcangetme

pregnant,Ididn'tsayIdon'tloveyou.Youcan't

givemewhatIwant,whichischildrenand

marriage.Youhavethemoneyandyougiveme

plentyoforgasmsbutIneedmorethanthat!

I'm gettingold.I'm approaching40,boRabihave

teens,boBoagohavepreteensandkidsthey

sendaroundthehouse,nna?Idon'twantto

adopt.

Odirile:(angrily)Kantekereng(whatshouldI

do)becauseican'tgetyoupregnant?

Akwana:Letsomeonewhocandoit...Simple..

Bye

Shehungupandsighed.Alotofhercallscame

throughbutAkwanaignoredthem andwatched

amovie...



Odirile:(text)I'm comingtoyourhouse.

Akwana:Gompienohaotolaraskopana(Ifyou

trymetoday...)I'm goingtomopthisfloorwith

yourass,cometryme.I'm waitinginmyroom

onthebed,ta.(come)

Sheputthephonedownandcontinued

watchinghermovie...

AtRefa'sHouse....

LaterthateveningRefawalkedpasttheliving

room wherechildrenweresitting,hesatonthe

rockingchairoutsideandlookedatthemoon

andthestarsthenhesighedthoughtfullybefore

walkingbackintothehouseandcomingout

withthecarkeys...



AtOarabile'sHouse....

OnthesameeveningOarabileandLorestoodin

thekitchencooking.Lorechoppedthepieces

andpickedonepieceofacarrotandthrewitat

Oarabilewhocaughtitwithhermouth..

Oarabile:(laughed)Yourturn...

Shetookatomatocubeandthrewitover,he

jumpedandcaughtitbeforegrabbingherfrom

behindandkissingherneckastheylaughed.

Therewasaknockonthedoor.

Oarabile:Justaminute..



Shehurriedtothedoorinhershorts,she

openedthedoorandhersmiledisappeared..

Refa:Hey,I'm sorryforshowingupwithoutan

announcementbutIcouldn'tgotobedwithout

sayingthis...

Oarabile:Whatdoyouwant?

Refa:IsLorein?Pleasecallhim too...

Oarabileturnedaroundandcalledhim thenhe

walkedoverandhuggedherfrom behind

smilingather.Refalookeddownforasec

beforefinallylookingatthem..

Refa:Iwasn'tpreparedtohearwhatIheard

earlier.Ididn'tknowyou'reseeingsomeoneand

Iwasn'tsurehowtoreactbutIhavehadtimeto

reflectnow.I'm sorryforallthehurtfulthingsI



saidtryingtohurtyou,Ican'ttakethem back

butIcanrespectyourchoicethewayyou

respectedmine.(toLore)Pleasetakecareof

her,shecomesfrom far,sheachievedallofher

dreamsexceptforone....Havingaproper

familywithahusband.

Oarabile:Isthatall?

Refa:Yes.

Oarabile:Goodnight...

Lore:Nohardfeelings,Ipersonallyunderstand...

Otaatwaelahaontseomponaeveryday

laitaka.(uwillgetusedtoseeingme

everyday).Goodnight.

RefaturnedaroundandwalkedawaythenLore

closedthedoorandturnedaroundbending

over...



Lore:Pepu...

Oarabilelaughedandhoppedoverthenhe

walkedtothekitchenassheplayfullycovered

hisface...

Don'tforgettoLike.

*

*

*
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AtRona'sHouse...

Refaparkedthecarandleanedback



thoughtfully,histhroathurtandhiseyeballs

floatedintears.Hesteppedoutandtappedthe

intercom severaltimesasthedogssniffedhis

feet.Forsomereasonthistimehedidn'thave

theurgeofbendingoverandrubbingtheirfur.

Thedooropened..

Carly:Hey,comein.

Refa:Canyoutellhim tomeetmeoutside

please?

Carly:Sure.

Hewalkedbacktothecarandleanedover

foldinghisarms,hewasn’tevensurewhathurt

him buthiswholesystem wasmessedup.He

turnedaroundputtinghisarmsoverthecarand

leaningovertryingthisthingofnotcryingfora

woman.Histhroatcrackedandhecouldn'teven

swallownorcouldhebreathproperly.Tears



filledhiseyesagainbutheexhaledtryingtobe

manly.

Ronatouchedhisshoulderandstoodbyhis

side...

Rona:AreyouOK?

Heturnedaroundandlookedathisbigbrother

withtearsinhiseyes.Hefrownedandhugged

him puttinghisforeheadonhisbrothersneck.

Ronahuggedhim andshookhishead.Hedidn't

knowwhathappenedbutthoseweredefinitely

Oarabile'stears,sheprobablyhadanew

boyfriend...Healwaysknewitwouldtakeafew

tearstoacceptitbuthedidn'texpectittohit

thathard..



Rona:What'swrong?Rabionaleboyfriend?

Refalethim goandpulleduphist-shirtrubbing

hiseyes...

Refa:Youknewaboutthisandyoudidn'ttellme?

Howlonghasshebeensleepingaround?

Rona:Sheisnot"sleepingaround"...Areyou

listeningtoyourselfrightnow?Sleepingaround?

Really?Oarabileisasinglemotherandhavinga

boyfriendisn'tsleepingaround.BesidesIdidn't

knowanything,I'm guessingshehasa

boyfriendbecausetheonlytimeyou'reatpeace

iswhenshedoesn'thaveone.Youhavebeen

sohappythepast2yearsbecauseshewas

singleandyouwerefreetowalkintoherhouse

anytimeandeatherfoodwhileclaimingtobe

pickingthekids,gettinginherbedroom when

sheisnotthereandtakingherthingstoyour



office..

Refa:(frownedembarrassed)Gatwetakeher

thingstomyoffice!

Rona:Iknowyoukeepstealingherthingsand

puttingthem inyouroffice...Youstoleherred

heels,herwatch,hercoatwiththetagon...

Trustmeyoudon'tgetoversomeonebydating

them inyourheadandpretendinginreallife

becausewhentheymoveoninreallifeyour

fakeworldcrushes.Iaskedyoukegobotsa

becausennakeagoitseRefaespecially

knowingCharitywasoursisterIsawthefuture

wasbleakbecauseIknewatsomepointyou'll

comebacktoyoursenses.Iknowyoubetter

thaneveryone...IknowyouloveRabi,itwasjust

youandmethroughdifficulttimesrelwelaRabi.

YouandIfoughtforher,startinghelawiththat

pregnancymeeting.IwasthereIsawyourface,

drivingallnightjusttosaygoodbye,thosetears

youcriedattheairportyearsago...Iwasthere



anditmaysoundlikealongtimeagobutit

doesn'tfeellikethatbecauseIstillfeelyour

pain.Thatembarrassingmomentwith

Muhammed,iwastherethroughoutall...Isaw

itinyoureyes,youtriedtogetoverRabika

Charityandhonestlyyouweredoingfinebutthe

familyreunionandDNAtestruinedagood

chanceforyou.Thatboringreuniononlycame

toruinyourrecovery.Everythingthatfollowed

upafterfindingoutaboutCharitywasjustyour

guiltbecauseyouwereafraidtohurtheroryou

werejustscaredtostartoverormaybeyoulost

allhopeIdon'tknow.Nowyoucan'tleave

Charitybecausesheisyoursister.Youdon't

wanttohurthersoyouchoosetosacrificeyour

happinessforher'sandyourdaughters'.Trust

meyoucan'tloveotherpeopleifyoudon't

yourselfenoughtomakeyourselfhappy.I

wasn'tahappypersonanditmadeit

impossibletoloveChelsea.InsteadIhurther

becauseIwashurting.ThedayIdecidedto



acceptmydecisionandstickwithitIbecame

happy.Youcan'tdothatbecausethat'syour

sister,asyearsgobythatromanceisgoingto

dieoutandtheonlythingleftwillbeyourrings

andthesinfuldutyofbeinghusbandandwife

ormotherandfather....Ihaveneversupported

thisawkwardthingbetweenyouandCharity

becauseI'm yourbigbrother,Imaynotbe

intelligentbutIknowmylittlebrother.Iknow

thereisonlyonewomanhelovesthat'swhyke

nnakebotsagoreosure?Erilekebualewena

aboobuadilo5yearsbacknowwalelagape

(whenItriedtalkingtouyouwouldn'tlisten

nowuarecrying)...Nnakereng?(WhatshouldI

do)KobolaaboyfriendyagaRabi?(ShouldIkill

Rabi'sboyfriend)

Refa:Itwouldbenice,webothknowyoucando

it..I'm familiarwitharsonwecancrematehis

corpse...



Ronalookedathim andshookhisheadthen

Refaputhisarmsontopofthecarandrested

hischinoverhisarm whileheranhisfinger

overtheroof..

Refa:Sheloveshim...MaybeIshouldjustbe

happyforher.Shefinallygotherhappilyever

afterandifyoutrulylovesomeoneyoushould

caremoreabouttheirhappinessright?Rabihas

beenthroughsomuchandshefinallyhasher

thingstogether.

Rona:Behappyforherthen,I'm happyfor

Chelsea...IwasjealousthefirsttimeIsaw

Austinkebatilegowakestressmmeke

bapisitsemosadi(IalmostfaintedbutnowI

havemywoman)(theylaughed)HeibareMrs

Joneswaitsekehaketsidihallwaautwa...My

bankscardsdeclininginfrontofherthatwasa

badday.Ittookmeawhiletofinallyacceptthat

ChelseaishappyandIshouldbehappyforher.



Nowwesayhitooneanotherwithnohard

feelings.Womenloveitwhenyourespecttheir

relationships.RespectRabi'schoiceandbe

happyforher..

Refa:(thoughtfully)Yeah...Iwanttobehappy

forherbutI'm jealousIwanttokillLore,wa

ntenaandyouknowlawyershavethisbigego

thatmakesthem thinkthey'reallthat.Lore

oncetoldmehetakesanhourtocum,what

kindofnonsenseisthat?Whichmeansohaver

sexleRabiforanhourasacummer.

Rona:(laughed)Elegorenelebuakaeng?

(Whatwereyoutalkingabout)

Refa:Someguysellingtraditionalmedicinefor

erection,itwasjustagroupofusevenFelawas

thererebuagoredotheseherbsreallywork.

Lorekeyootolanghelaareeneandhe

announcedthat...)hecanholdhisejaculations

foranhouribilesetseatwaetsegoresexke30

minuteskanahour.



Rona:Ehwagomojagorehaelegorekebaba

haba.(Yeahheisgoingtofuckhersenseless)

Refa:Mxm!

Rona:ButthenyouhaveCharity,justdon'tthink

aboutRabi.

Refa:Ourintimacydiedwhenwefoundout

PearlhasepilepsylennatotaIdon'tseemyself

everhavingsexwithmysister.Idon'tknowwhy

ittookmydaughter'sconditiontokillallthatbut

it'sgone.Charityleeneshesleepsfarfrom

me....

Rona:LechekelePillar(getPillarcheckedtoo)

Refa:Yeah...

Heturnedaroundandsighedfeelingabit

lighterashelookedatthetime...

Refa:Letmegohome...



Rona:Ok,.(pathim ontheshoulder)Behappy

foryourgirl,giveheryourblessingsandmake

suresheknowsshecancometoyouanytime

sheisgoingthroughhell.Makesuresheknows

youareafriendshecancountonwhendays

aredarker.

Refa:(smiled)Rabiwillneverneedanything

from me...Butthanksforthetalk.

Hewalkedawayandturnedaroundpointingat

him withasmile...

Refa:Andthanksforthepartnership,Ican'twait

toworkwithmybrother.Somethinghasbeen

missinginmyhustle,that'syou.

Rona:(smiledandgavehim thepeacesign)

Standtall,standtogether,fourbrothers!

Refa:(smiled)Shap



Hegotinhecaranddroveoff...

AtRefa'sHouse...

Refawalkedintothehouseandlockedthemain

doorthenhewenttothekitchenandsatonthe

stoolinthekitchenbythediningtable.Heput

thekeysdownandhiselbowsonthedeskas

herubbedhisfacethenshegotupandwarmed

hisfood.

Heplayedmusicatalowvolumewhileheate

thenCharitystoodatthedoorlookingathim...

Refa:(smiled)Hey,comehere.



Shewalkedoverandsatdownlookingathim..

Charity:Canwetalk?

Refa:(stoppedchewinglookingather)Sure,are

youok?

Charity:IlovedyouthefirsttimeIsawyouandI

wantedtotakecareofyoubecauseIfeltyour

pain.Welovedeachotherandenjoyedhanging

together,surprisinglywedidntevenneedsexto

feelthatway.Therewasnorush.Thedaywe

foundoutweweresiblingswehadsex,thiswas

justoutoffearoflosingoneanotherbecause

webothcamefrom badbreakups.Nowwe

madetwopeoplewhoknownothingabout

anythingelse,they'resufferingbecauseofthe

decisionswemade.EversinceIrealisedPearl

isepilepticIhavelostinterestinyouasa

husband...IfearGodandIfearformorepain

andsufferingforthechildrenifwedon'tstop.I



usuallytakemytimetoassessthesituation

that'swhyIdidn’twanttoquicklysaythisuntil

I'm sure,Ireallythinkweshouldgetdivorced

andaskforforgivenessfrom ourparents

becausewetookadvantageoftheirloveforus

anddraggedthem alongthissinandunlawful

act.

Refaputtheforkdownandsighedlookingat

her...

Refa:Thisepilepsythingwasawakeupcall

evenforme.Ijustdidn'tknowhowtoapproach

itbutyouareright..Imean...Ifwetrulywant

Godtobewithourchildrenwehavetostopour

wickedwaysandcorrectthem,maybethenhe

willhavemercyonthem.Ihavemadepeace

withthefactthatIwillneverfindlove,Itriedbut

failed,theoddsarealwaysagainstmebutIwill



notfailasafather..

Charity:That’swhatIwastalkingtomy

assistantaboutearlierrebuakagoreI'llbea

divorceeagain..Imadepeacewiththefactthat

marriageisnotformebutIhave2daughters

whoalsohappentobemynieces..(they

laughed)Thathastobeadoubleblessingso

I'm gratefulforthat.Imetwithadivorcelawyer

todayandIthinktheywillserveyousoon.I

don'tthinkourswillbedifficultbecausewegot

marriedoutofcommunityofproperty.

Refa:Yeah,lesscomplicatedanditwill

probablybeaquickdivorce...Don'tyouthinkwe

shouldtelleveryone?

Charity:Weshould...Whataboutthekids?

Refa:Ithinkweshouldtellthem nowwhilethey

areyoungbecauseitwillbeeasier,ifwewait

untiltheyareolderitwillbehardanditwillhit

them hard.ThereasonOarabileandIfindit



difficulttotellNatashathetruthisbecausewe

don'tknowhowshewillreactandweareafraid

itwillaffectherperformanceatschool.We

regretwaiting...

Charity:That'strue,sodowewaitforthe

divorcetobefinalforustomoveoutorwhat?..

Refa:I'llmoveoutandstaywithRJ.Ithink

BambinoisokwithOarabilebutifhewantshe

cancomewithme.RJistheonewhohasbeen

stressingmeaboutmovingin.Ithinkheis

feelingabitleftoutbecauseofhisskincolour.

Heprobablyfeelsheisnotpartofthefamily.

Charity:Ok,IguessI'llremainbehindfora

coupleofmonthsandfindagoodhousesoI

canmoveoutandstartnewmemoriesina

differenthouse.

Refa:True...

Charity:(stoodup)Alright,Iguesswewilltalk

inthemorningright?



Refa:Sure,I'lltakethecouch.

Charity:Ok,I'llbringyouthepillowanda

blanket.

Shewalkedoutthenhecontinuedeating....

AtNina'sHouse...

LaterthatnightNinafinishedherhomework

andgrabbedaruler,herphonerangasshe

drewaneatlineontheheadingsthenshe

closedthebookandanswered...

Nina:(smiled)Hey!

Fela:Hey,I'm lookingatyourreadingtimetable

anditsaysyouhavejustcompletedyour

homeworkorreading.CanwetalkorshouldI



calllater?

Nina:(blushed)No,I'm done...

Fela:Beforewetalk...Whatdoyoulikebetween

Steakandgrilledchicken?

Nina:(laughed)Steak.

Fela:Ok,I'llcallagaininafewminutes.

Nina:Bye.

Shehungupandputherbooksinthebagthen

herphonerangagain,shepickedwithasmile

again...

Nina:(softly)Hey

Kaene:Hi

Nina:(stoppedsmilingandfrowned)Whatdo

youwant?Thatheywasnotforyou,hello?

Kaene:Iwantmyphone,I'drathergoandsellit



thanloseitfornothing.I'm atthegate,bring

backmyphonewithit'sboxandreceipt.You

didn'tevenkissme.

Nina:Icanrefusewiththisphonebecauseit

wasapresent

Kaene:I'm drivingintogetit,I'llslapyouinfront

ofyourmother...Isthisahabitforyou?Getting

mentobuyyouthingsandrunningoff?Ibet

yougetguystobuyyoubeerandrunofftoo..

Nina:Fine,I'm bringingyourcheapphone.My

boyfriendalreadygavememoneyforanew

phone.

Sheremovedhersim cardsandformatedthe

phonebeforeputtingitbackintheboxand

carefullytiptoedoutsidethenshesilently

closedthedoorandhurriedtothegate.



MeanwhileinsidethecarKaenegrabbedan

alreadyopendrinkandsteppedoutside.Nina

gotoutofthegateandapproachedhim holding

thecellphoneshopplasticbag..

Nina:Hereisyourphone,sorryforeverything.

Bye

Hegrabbedherhandandsmiled..

Kaene:I'm sorryforsayingIwantitback,

honestlyIjustwantedtoseeyourface..Hereis

adrink.

Nina:(lookedatit)Idon'ttakeanopendrink

besidesI'm nothungry,Iwanttogotobed.Let

goofmyhand!

Kaene:Wait...

Nina:(tryingtopullouthisgrip)Letgoofmy



hand..

Kaene:Nina?Babelisten...

Hetouchedhercheekandleanedovertryingto

kissherasbrightlightsflashedoverthem,the

driverquicklydeemedbutbrightenedthelights

againonsecondthought.

Nina'sheartskippedasFela'scarparkednext

tothem..

Kaene:Whoisthat?

Nina:It'smyboyfriend,pleaseleave.Heis

crazy..

Kaenegottheplasticandthrewitinthecar

thenhereachedforthehandleasFelastepped



outofhiscarandslammedthedoor..

Fela:Don'topenthatdoor!Don't!(pointedat

Nina)Wenatsenamokoloing..

Ninaquicklyjumpedinthecarandtearfully

watchedasFelapulledupthesleevesofhis

sweaterandwalkedinfrontofKaene'scar...

Fela:Wakaeompona?Don'tstoponmy

account...Isawyoukissingher,whyareyou

runningbruh

Kaenerecognisedhim ashegotcloser...

Kaene:Felaobviouslytherehasbeena

misunderstanding



Fela:Afuckingbigmistake,youaremarried

whatareyoudoinghere?

Kaene:Nothinghappened.

Fela:Isawyoukissingher...Mphakeyyakoloi.

Kaene:No,you'renotgettingmycarkeys!

Felaangrilybithislowerlipandpushedhim

againstthecar,thedrinkhewasholdingspilled

onhischestasthecanfelldownthenKaene

puthishandsoutlickinghisdrylips..

Kaene:Thereisnoneedtofight,I'm choosing

torespectyouandleave..YesNinanneke

mmatabutIdidn’tknowanythingabouta

boyfriendkegoneabuwangjustnoworelaita..

Kekopagoreontogeleketsamae(letmego).I

haveafamilyandthisisjustoneofthose

thingsyoudohopingyourwifewon'tfindout.



Fela:Karemphekeyyagago,shouldIcallthe

policefordefilement?

Tisakey!

Kaenehandedhim thekeysandheslappedhim

acrosstheface.Kaenelookeddownand

swallowed...

Fela:OtaanyelaKaeneautwa?(Iwillbeatyou)

Kaene:Keautwa..(walkedpasthim)I'm

leaving..

Felagrabbedhisarm andpushedhim backon

thecarthenhesteppedoverlookingupathim,

shortashewas,heslappedhim againandthis

timeKaeneputhisarmsincrossblocking..



Kaene:Kanteobatagorekerengnerra?(what

doyouwantmetodo)Youwantedthecarkeys

Igavethem toyoukarekeatsamayastillwa

ganakereng?It'snotlikekerobetseNina

(it'snotlikeIsleptwithNina).Keikopile

maitshwarelo(IsaidIam sorry)andI'm trying

togetoutofthissituationbutyouwon'tletme,

obatang?(Whatdouwant)

Fela:IwantyoutounkissNina,unkissher!

Kaene:UnkissherkanannaNinaibilegasegore

kemosunne(Ididn'treallykissher),Iwas

abouttoleeneoneaganahaekareotswa

wagobetsangwanatabeommeletsalehela

(shewasrefusingifubeatheritwouldbefor

nothing).Lethergoreterebueee(sowetalk)

Fela:WhatmakesyouthinkI'dbeather?I'm not

stupidIknowyouwerepushingthewholething,

nogirlherageseducesaguy.Youarethe

problem ibileskabatagonthutagorata

ngwanyana..(don'tteachmehowtolovemygal)



Kaene:Willyourbrotherbehappyaboutwhat

you'redoingtome?

Fela:Skarialoketagoneelampamayagonna

tsalaleMuhammad.(don'tsaythatI'lleven

beatyouforbeingMuhammad'sfriend)

Ninasteppedoutofthecarandtearfully

grabbedFela'shand...

Fela:Don'ttouchmewena,youmeetguysat

thegatennakerewabala(whenuare

supposedtobestudying)getbackinthecar

ibilewagolalakogonnaakerekesesokerewa

balakanteyoumeetpeople(uaregoingto

spendthenightatmyplace).

ShewentbacktothecarthenFelaturnedback

toKaene..



Fela:Kareunkissher...

Kaene:How?

Fela:Akeitse,unkissorelsewanyelagoneha..

(orelseI'llbeatyou)

MeanwhileNinaquicklyenteredFela'spattern

andsearchedforRefa'snumber...

Refa:Yeah

Nina:Hello?Felaisbeatingsomeone,canyou

pleasehelpme?Ican'twakemymotherup

neithercanIcallthepolice,pleasehelpme.

ShouldIgivehim thephone?

Refa:Ogoithetselemongwe?(Didhecatchyou

withsomeone)

Nina:Eemmekananereemehelahagate(we



werejuststandingatthegate)

Refa:Waiihewon'tlistentothatnereemehela

excuse.Letmegetdressedandcomethere,

don'tgivehim thephonebecauseifheknows

I'm comingwagoberekelamonakong.(Ifhe

knowsI'm cominghewillusethetimehehas

now)

Nina:Ok,bye

ShehungupandcoveredhermouthasFela

pushedKaeneagainstthecaragain...

Fela:Kareunkissherorelsewanyela,andgo

reportmethengostraighttojailfordefilement

orrape,Ninaisunderagewenayoukissherka

melomoemetonathemonnawantwaela

Kaene(ukissherwithyourbiglips,uare

disrespectingme)...Otaanyelakana..(Iwill

beatu)



Kaene:Kanteberrakereng?(WhatshouldIdo)

Fela:Kareunkissmygirlfriendorelsewanyela,

unkissher...

Kaene:Bonafotseknnyedisaeerebonaobata

kereng..(beatmethen)

Felapunchedhim onthefaceandhebentover

coveringhismouthandfellonhisknees..

*

*

*

*

*
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AtNina'sHouse.....

RefapulledoverandsteppedoutasFelaand

Kaenestruggledbythecar.HegrabbedFelaby

thet-shirtandtheystaggeredback...

Refa:Fela?Felawee?Skalebalagoreojolale

ngwanawaskologoloha(don'tforgetthatyour

girlfriendisaschoolgirl)...Andyou'redoingthis

infrontofhermother'shouse.Doyouthinkshe

willloveyouifshemeetsyoulikethis?

Fela:(angrily)HekissedNina,heshouldunkiss

herrightnoworelsethiswon'tendwell.

Refa:HowaboutyoukissNinaandshowme

howyouunkissherthenmaybeKaenecandoit?

Honestlystopit,youaregoingtoembarrass

thisgirlinfrontofhermotherandthe

neighbours.Whatdoyouthinkeveryonewillbe

sayingtomorrow?Lookatthis?Threecars



parkedinfrontofthegateat11pm,allmen

fightingforNina...Isthatwhatyouwantforher?

Fela:No.

Refa:Thenwhat?KahaoitsegoreKaeneis

marriedandwhenawomaniscaughtwitha

marriedmanit'sherwhogetstheblame,tabe

gotwegaobechethat'swhyNinaarobalale

bannabagolo(Theywillsayyoudon'tgiveher

moneythat'swhyshehastolookforolder

guys).Youhavetothinksmartbeforeyoureact,

Kaenewillgobacktohiswifefrom hereand

nextweekhewouldhaveforgottenallthis.Nina

ontheotherhand,willbecrucifiedthewhole

year,isthatwhatyouwantforthewomanyou

love?

Fela:No...

Refa:Obeilengwanamokoloingwalwa(u

havekeptherinthecarwhileufight),what

shouldshethinkaboutyou?Gotalktothatgirl



andreleasehersoshecangoandsleepit'slate.

Whenyouaredonequietlyreverseandgo

beforetheneighboursseethesecarsandstart

spreadingrumoursaboutNina.

Fela:Ok.

Refaangrilypushedhim down...

Refa:Andstopfightingonthestreets!Areyoua

thug?

HeturnedandwalkedawayasFelaslowlygot

upfrom thegroundanddustedhisjeansoff.He

walkedbehindRefaandquietlygaveKaenea

"I'm goingtokillyou"sign.MeanwhileRefa

noticedKaene'sfacedroppingthenheturned

backlookingatFelawhoinnocentlywalkedto

thecarlikehedidn'tdoanything.



Refa:(sighed)Areyouok?

Kaene:(rubbedhisbloodynose)Yeahkeshapo..

(I'm fine)

Refa:Idon'tknowifyouforgotyourwords

yearsagoobuwaonalestressgoreyouwant

awife(Uwerestressedsayingyouwanta

wife).ThefirstdayyousawBoagoyouloved

her,itwasloveatfirstsightandnothing

stoppedyou.Youfollowedthisgirlforyears

andnevergaveupuntilshegaveyouachance.

Gakeganerelationshipekashaker(Iknowa

relationshipwon'tbesmoothsailing)butwhat

youaredoingisunnecessaryandyouwillregret

it.Kebua(I'm talking)from experienceI'm not

tellingyoufairytalestories.Thereisnosuch

thingasarelationshipthatcansurvivecheating,

never!Itneverdoes.Noonecanforgetthepain

youcausedthem,theywillforgiveyoubutthey

willchange,you'llnevergetthefeelingofloving



anunbrokenperson.WabonalewenaMrgore

keasokola...(EvenyoucanseethatI'm

suffering).I'm alwaysinadilemmaofwhether

tofollowmyheartordoingwhatthesociety

expectsmetodo.Nnaketshwereexperiencee

serious(Iexperiencedfirsthand)aboutthe

consequencesofcheating.IcryandImean

seriouscryingbecauseIfuckedup10years

ago!Awholedecadeago!EverythingelseIdid

afterthatwasallinanefforttoburymyfeelings

gopala.ImetCharityandmistookourbondfor

love,Isufferedbigtime...Youknowmystory

andhowI'm alwaysgoingbacktothesame

womanIcan'thavebecauseifIdohavea

chance,thereisalwayssomethingholdingme

back.Don'tmakethesamemistakeImade,

loveyourwifeandrespecthereveninher

absencebecauselovealoneisnotenough.Go

homeandleaveschoolgirlsalone.YouandI

aretoooldtobefantasisingaboutlittlegirls

withintacttitsandflawlessbutts,weare



fathersforcryingoutloud!Weneedwomenin

bed...GoloveBoago,ifsheisnot

knowledgeableteachher,womenarefast

learners.Gohomeplease...

Kaenesighedandtookadeepbreaththenhe

reachedforthehandleandopenedthedoor..

Refa:AndIhopeyou'llapologisetoyourwife

aboutthis.

Kaene:I'lltry.

Refa:I'm sorryisnothard...Ifitcomesfrom

yourheartitwon'tbehard.Goodnight..

Kaene:Sure..

Hereversedanddroveoff.Meanwhileinside

thecarFelaleanedbackandtookNina'shand

lookinginhereyesasherheartpounded...



Nina:Iwasgivingbackthephone.

Fela:No,that'saloadofbullshitobuwamaaka

(uarelying)babeIsawyoukissinghim.Lego

betsekegoneotaabuwangnnete?(ShouldI

beatusoutellthetruth)

Nina:(tearfully)I'm tellingyouthetruth..

Fela:GapeI'm givingyoueverythingyouwant

butyoustilldothiskanaNinantagoshapa

waitse?(I'llbeatu,douknowthat)

Nina:Kanannagaisekemosune(Ididn'tkiss

him)

Fela:(angrily)Anongmohihingneobatang

mogoene?(Whatwereyoudoingwithhim in

thedark)

Nina:(crying)Hewantedhisphoneback!

Fela:Wabonagoreoselfish?(Canyouseethat

uareselfish).Kegobeletsagokopabanna



madikesagoatimaautwa?(I'm beatingufor

askingmenformoneywhenIcangiveittoyou)

Sheblockedhisslapandputherheadbetween

herthighs.Felagrabbedherhairandpulledout

herfacethem helandedahotoneonhercheek

assheburstintotears.

Fela:Youarenotagolddiggerautwa?

Heslappedherandshecoveredherfacecrying.

Hegrabbedbothofherhandsandslappedher

overandoverasshemovedherheadfrom side

tosidecrying..

Nina:(crying)I'm sorry,youarehurtingme!Fela!

Fela:Didn'tigiveyoumoney?Didn'tIsayI'llbuy

youaphone?Soyoudon'twantafreephone



youwantaphoneyougetfuckedfor?Kego

beletsagokopabannamadi(I'm beatingufor

wantingmoneyfrom men)

Nina:(screaming)Refa?Refa?

MeanwhileRefaleanedagainstthebonnetof

hiscarwatchingeverythinghappeningintheir

carandwhenhefeltitwasenoughandthe

spiritofgolddigginghadbeenkilled,heslidhis

phoneinthebackpocketandknockedonthe

window.HeopenedthedoorandNinajumped

onhim crying.

Refa:Gontsemr...(That'senough)

Felasteppedoutofthecarandwalkedover...

Fela:KetaabetsaNinakanaRefa?(RefaI'll



beatNina)Kanaphoneegobuiwangkayonee

(Thisphonewearetalkingabout)Igaveherthe

moneyforit,ketaakaletsangwananyanayo.

(I'llhangher)

Refaturnedaroundgivinghim hisbackstill

holdingNinawithonehandasshecried

hugging..

Nina:(crying)Akerekebakile!(Iwon'tdoit

again)

Refa:(laughed)Ngwanaareoutule(Shesays

shehasheardyou)...Onaseriousnoteshe

heardyou...It'senough,wagotsogaaopiwake

thogo.(shewillwakeupwithaheadache)(still

holdingher)Madiaphoneakae?(Whereisthe

phonemoney)

Nina:Keajele(Ialreadyspentit)



Refa:Hewillgiveyoufortheotherphonemme

lewenaobakeautwa?(learnyourlessonok)

Sheletgoandrubbedherfacewithbothhands..

Refa:Youwantsomethingyouaskhim,ifyou

askfrom otherguyswagobetsaFelaautwa?

(Hewillnearbyok?)

Nina:Ee

Refa:(herubbedhertears)Raangwanasorry

therra(Sayyouaresorry),(heputhishandon

herchest)Pelonyanayagweyaraga(herheart

isbeating,sheisscared),raangwanasorry...

Nina?

Nina:Rra?

Refa:Tsenamotengle(getinsidesoucan..)

(sheshookherheadbeforehecouldfinish

talking)Lebue,hewon'tbeatyou.Ijustwant



him totalktoyounicely.

Nina:No,hecantalktomewhileI'm standing

nexttoyou.

Refa:Felabualengwanatherra(talktoher)...

Ninacomehere..

RefaunzippedNina'ssweaterandopenedthe

backdoorforher..

Refa:Getinside,mothogaakakeagoresepe

keleteng..(Hewon'tdoanythingtouwhenI'm

here)

NinagotinthebackseatthenRefaslowly

walkedpastFela...

Refa:Fuckherbeforewego...



ThefrownonFela'sfacedisappearedashis

eyesfellonNinathighsunderneathhermini

skirt..

Fela:Coverme

Refa:Sure...

Refawentbacktoleaningagainsthiscarwhile

Felagotinthecarandclosedthedoorthenhe

grabbedherhandtanglingtheirfingers...

Fela:I'm sorryIlostit...

Nina:Iwanttogoho-

Hekissedherlipsandslidhishandinher

panties,thedooropenedandRefadroppeda



packofcondomsontheseatbeforeclosing

andwalkingaway.Ninaswallowedlookingup

athim ashepulledouthist-shirtandreached

forapackofcondoms...

Nina:Umm...

Fela:Obatampamakanadick?(Douwanta

slapordick)

Nina:Dickbutdon't-

Fela:Thoughtso...

Hetiltedandrolleditover.Foraslim guyhe

hadquitethemeatandwatchinghishandrollit

overforaschoolgirlwasn'tthateasy.Hesaton

hisbackandliftedherupthenheputheronhis

lapandkissedherwhileheaimedather..

Fela:(softly)Slidedown...



NinafrownedassheslowlyslidthenFela

grabbedherwaistand#removed..
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AtNina'sHouse....

Stillsittingonthebonnetofhiscar,Refa

pressedhisphone.ThedooropenedthenFela

steppedoutshirtless,hebentinsideandgothis

t-shirtthenheputitonstandingoutside.

Hestretchedhishandforherandshegotout,

sheshylyfoldedherarmslookingaround..

Nina:Ican'tfindmyjersey.

Fela:Keetaemagonehoo(I'm comingwaitfor

me)

Heapproachedhisbigbrotherwhosliddown

andmethim halfwayacrossandhandedhim

hersweater..



Refa:Oshapo(issheok)

Fela:Yeah,sheisfine.

Refa:Theoldmanfrom thatyardsloweddown

whenhewalkedpastbythenhewenttothetap

andpretendedtobefetchingwater.Keipotsa

goreotswapisaengatthistime(Iwonderwhat

heisupto),diraretsamaemestaa(finishupso

wego)Idon'twantmynumberplatetobe

scribbleddown.

Fela:(chuckled)keheditse...(I'm done)

FelawalkedbacktowhereNinawasstanding

foldingherarmslikealostorphan.Hehungthe

jerseyaroundhershouldersandhelpedherput

itonthenhezippeditasshelookeddown.He

pulledupherchinandkissedhersoftly..



Fela:(holdingherwaist)Ongadile?(Areyou

sulking)(shelookedawaywithapout)Sorry

autwa?I'llneverbeatyouifyoudon'taskmen

formoney.Iwantyoutopassatschoolsowe

cansupportourbabiesproperly.Ifourgoals

havechangedyoucanletmeknow...Havethey

changed?(shekeptquietthenhetouchedher

cheekandkissedherastheystoodbythegate)

Sorrythemma...Intshwarele...(I'm sorry)

Refaflashedthelightsthenhelookedbackand

raisedtwofingersathim.Heturnedbackto

Ninaandheldbothofhercheekstogetherashe

leanedoverandkissedher..

Nina:Iwanttosleep...

Fela:Whattimearewegoingtobuythephone?

Nina:I'llbuymyselfaphonewithmystudent

allowancenextyear.



Fela:(laughed)Oseriousongaletsegoreneke

complainerkasugardaddy?(Areusulking

becauseIcomplainedaboutthesugardaddy?)

Soobatasugardaddy?(souwantone?)Otoga

ontenaaberesimololakonthengkana..(Uwill

soonangermethenwewillhavetostartfrom

scratch)

Nina:Canyoujustleavemealonekerileke

ngaletsesugardaddynna?(DidIsayI'm sulking

becauseofthesugardaddy?)

Fela:Eeongaletseene,obataKaene?(Yes

that'swhyuaresulking,souwantKaene?)Ke

mmitselesunanegapemohihing?(ShouldI

callhim souguyskissinthedarkagain?)Wa

morata?(Doulovehim?)

Nina:(tearfully)Leavemealone!

Fela:OlelelaKaene?(Areucryingforhim?)

Nina:(crying)Felagakebate(leavemealone)

Fela:Okallelamonnamogolo,kabonagoreona



lestresssasugardaddy.(Whyareyoucrying

foranoldguy,Icanseeuarestressedabout

this)

Ninaputherarm overherforeheadcrying,Fela

pulledherarm downandhuggedherrubbing

herback.

Fela:Ok-okI'm sorry..I'm sorry...(rubbedher

tears)Koparelaelane(let'ssayproper

goodbyes),I'llseeyoutomorrow...

Nina:Ok

Fela:Iwon'thityouagainifyoudon'taskmen

formoneyorevenstandincornerswiththem.

Nina:Ok...BythewaykanaIhadcalledyou

beforesurprisingyouwithavisit..Hereisyour

steak...



Hehandedherthesteakandkissedherthen

shewalkedinside.Hequietlyclosedthedoor

andtiedthewireofthegatethenhewaiteduntil

shewasinsidebeforegettinginthecarand

drivingoff.Hisbigbrother'scarfollowedupand

theirtaillightsdisappearedintothenight...

AtRotlhe'sHouse...

ThenextmorningRotlhewalkedintothe

kitchencarryinghissonandputtinghim onthe

counterthenhepreparedhisformula.Thelittle

guymovedtotheedgeandtrippedfallingonhis

headbutRotlhejumpedandgrabbedhim bythe

romper.Thebaby'sheartskippedasheburst

intotears...

Rotlhequicklycoveredthebaby'smouthand

whisperedinhisear...



Rotlhe:Shhhh...Daddylovesyoubaby...Shhhh

mamaissleeping,pleasedon'tgetmeinto

trouble...

Heopenedthefridgeandclosedasthebaby

stoppedcrying.Hedidagainashelookedatthe

fridgebulblightingandswitchingoff.Rotlhe

sighedinreliefandturnedaroundfinishingup

withtheformula..

Seshawalkedintothekitchenyawningandtied

herrobeoverherbigbump...

Sesha:Goodmorning...Washecrying?

Rotlhe:(smiledinnocently)Nah,..



Rotlheleanedoverandkissedher.

Rotlhe:Whattimeisthechurchservice?

Sesha:It'sat9.

Rotlhe:Iwanttoasktheguystocomealong,do

youthinktheywillagree?

Sesha:(laughed)Ronamightcomebecausehe

isalwaysvisitingbutRefaleFelaIdoubtit...

Rotlhe:Bantenakeipotsagoremathataabone

keenglekereke...(Iwonderwhattheirproblem

withchurchis)

Sesha:RefaandCharityareprobablyfeeling

guiltyabouttheirwholemarriage.Ipickedthat

from Charity'sremarks,shelikessayingsheisa

sinnerandshecan'tbeincludedonthelistof

peoplegoingtoheaven.

Rotlhe:Youshouldtalktoherandinviteher,

Refaprobablyfeelsthesameway.Felaeneis



tooplayful,Ijusthopeheleavesthatold

woman.

Sesha:(laughed)Istilldon'tbelieveFelaslept

withthatwoman,youareprobablyjust

assuming.

Rotlhe:(laughed)I'm tellingyouthetruthmme

kana.

Sesha:Wenarrayourfamilyreallyneedschurch.

Rotlhe:Startingwithmymother,myfather,my

brothersespeciallyRefaandFelathenuncles...

(theylaughed)Haveaseatbeforeyoufeel

dizzy...CanIfrysomeeggsforyou?

Sesha:Iwantbogobejwalegala..(Iwant

porridge)

Rotlhe:Likewithmilk?

Sesha:Yeah..

Rotlhe:Ok,I'llmakeit...Mymom usedtocookit

whenIwasakidbutwillyouguideme?



Sesha:Ok,mphengwana...(Givemethebaby)

Rotlhe:It'sok,heistooheavy...

Hepouredmilkinthepotandlitthestovethen

Seshamovedtothesinkandfilleditwithwarm

water..

Rotlhe:Whatareyoudoing?

Sesha:Doingthesedishes.

Rotlhe:Haveaseat,it'searlyinthemorning

andyouhaven'teatenanything..Idon'twant

youfallingorsomething

Sesha;(laughed)BathongIfelljustoncewhenI

waspregnantthefirsttimeanditwasalong

timeago,I'm notsickoranything.Itwasjust

morningsickness.

Rotlhe:Justsitdown...Spreadbutteronthe

breadifyouwanttohelpme.



Heslidtheplateovertoherashisphonerang...

Rotlhe:Hello?

Pastor:Goodmorning.brotherRotlhe,howare

you?

Rotlhe:I'm goodpastor,howareyou?

Pastor:I'm good..Thechurchelderswantto

seeyou,thereissomethingwewanttodiscuss

withyou.

Rotlhe:DidIdosomethingwrong?

Pastor:(laughed)No,it'snotanegativething...

Actuallyit'sagoodthingwellitdependsonhow

youwilltakeitbutweareallhopingyoutakeit

likeamanofGod.Willyoubehereat9?

Rotlhe:Ok,IthoughtIwasintrouble.I'llbethere

pastor.



Pastor:Bye!

Hehungupandturnedbacktohiswifewho

smiledandputherhandsoverhermouth..

Sesha:IthinkIknowwhytheywanttoseeyou

Rotlhe:What?

Sesha:Youaregoingtobeapastor,(laughed)I

can'twaittobethepastor'swife!

Rotlhe:(laughed)Youarecrazy,whywouldthey

makemeapastor?

Sesha:You'llsee...Yeikemmamoruti!

Rotlhe:(laughed)Yousoundcrazy....

Shegotupandkissedhim ashelaughed

blushingwithabitofembarrassment...



AtNina'sHouse...

Thenextmorninganeighbourknockedonthe

doorandMasegoopenedthedoor..They

exchangedpleasantriesasshesteppedout

surprisedattheunusualearlymorningvisit...

Neighbour:IjustwantedtoaskifNinaisok,I

heardhercrying,thereweremenfightingatthe

gatelastnight.

Masego:Mygate?MyNina?I'm confused.

Neighbour:Ninawasstandingwithamanatthe

gatelastnightandIheardhercryingbutIwas

afraidtoconfrontthem becausetheywere

drivingexpensivecarsthosepeoplelikeguns.

ButIcouldn'tsleeplastnightIwouldhave

calledbutIdidn'thaveairtime.

Masego:NotmyNina,weweresleeping...



(shouted)Nina?Nina?

Ninawalkedoutandstoodinfrontofthedoor

barelyabletokeepeyecontact.Masegocould

tellfrom herembarrassmentthatsomething

hadhappened.Tospareherthe

embarrassment,sheturnedtotheneighbour.

Masego:Thankyoufortellingme,I'lltalktoher.

Neighbour:Askher.

Masego:Iwill,thankyousomuchforcoming.

Othusitsemma.

Neighbour:Ok.

ShewalkedawaythenMasegoclosedthe

door...



Masego:Comehere...Youreyelidsareswollen,

clearlyyoucriedlastnight...Whathappened?

Mpolelelannete(tellmethetruth)

Nina:Myboyfriendhitme

Masego:Boyfriend?Hityou?Andyoukeptquiet?

WenaNinadon'tIalwaystalktoyouabout

abuse?Areyougoingtoreporthim?

Nina:No,wesolvedit.

Masego:Solveditwithabuse?Reportthisman,

whydidhebeatyou?

Nina:Igotmoneyfrom amarriedmanandhe

wasn’thappyaboutit.

Masego:Heisnotyourmotherforhim to

disciplineyou.Whathisname?

Nina:KaofelaBanda.

Masego:Putonyourshoes,wearegoingto

reporthim andthatmarriedmantoo.Puton

yourshoes,haveyouhadsexwithhim?



Nina:No.

Masego:Thedoctorwillconfirm thatforme,

that'snotaproblem.Let'sgo,Iwasn'tgoingto

reportthatKaofelabutontenakagoketeka

ngwanake,hooreathaamana,haobonakesa

ratanejaanagakebatematsadimo

mmeleng(hepissedmebybeatingmychild),

that'salessonhemustlearn.I'm fixinghim if

heistrulyyourhusbandhewillneverbeatyou

again.I'm justgoingtoteachhim alessonhis

fathershouldhavetaughthim.Iwon'tletyou

makethesamemistakesImade...Let'sgo!

Ninawalkedbacktoherroom....

AtBanda'shouse....

LaterthatmorningRona'sfatherdirectedthe



guystothecornerasthethreeofthem carried

aheavymetalandputitdown...

Banda:WhereisRotlhe?

Rona:Hewenttochurch,Iwanttogotheretoo

latertoday..Aren'tyouguyscoming?

FelaandRefadustedtheirhandsliketheydidn't

hearhim.Apolicecardrovethroughthegate

andtwopoliceofficersjumpedout...

Fela:(muttered)Shit!Shit!

Refa:Crap!

Rona:(confused)What?

Banda:What’swrong?

Theofficersapproachedandgreetedthem...



Officer:Goodmorning,I'm lookingforKaofela

Banda...
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AtBanda'shouse....



Fela:(smileddustinghishands)Ompatelaeng

morena?

Officer:(smiled)Waitsegoreodirileengakere?

Arevaelaitaka..AndRefa?Whereishe?

Refa:(sighed)Great...

Officer:Let'sgoguys..

Banda:Whathappened?I'm confused

Fela:Ihadanargumentwithafriendwhoisa

girl.

Banda:Underagegirl

Banda:(pointedthepoliceofficer)Ifhebeatup

someone'sdaughterpleaselockhim up.You

won'thearnocomplaintsfrom me

Rona:Papawedon'tevenknowwhathappened

Fela:Soyou'regoingtojumpintoconclusions

withouthearingmysideofthestory?



Banda:(angrily)No,I'm reallygettingirritatedby

thistrend

Fela:Whattrend?Ibeatheronce!(turnedtothe

police)Notreallybeather-likearguing...(tohis

father)Ididn'tbeatthisgirl!

MmaBandasteppedoutofthehousewitha

frown..

MmaBanda:What'sgoingon?

Banda:Hebeatupanunderagegirl

MmaBanda:Really?Whatgirl?Iwanttoseeher

firstbeforeijumpintoconclusions.Okae?

Officer:Fela?Let'sgo

MmaBanda:I'lldrivehim there

Officer:Thankyou...(pointedatthem)bothof

them,drivebehindme...Iwanttoseeyouon



themirror

MmaBanda:Noproblem..

Thepoliceofficergotinthecaranddroveoff

whilethefamilygotintoanothercarand

followedthem.

OnthewayRonadrovewhiletheirmothersat

onthefrontseatandthebrothersattheback

nexttotheirfathernarratingwhathappened...

Banda:SowenaRefahowwasitpossiblefor

Felatobeatherinyourpresence?Soundslike

youarrivedwhilehewasfightingKaene.

Refa:Iwatchedhim doit

MmaBanda:Excuseme?

Refa:Thatlittlegirlistoocleverforherage,



Felagiveshereverythingsheneedsandshe

goestoagrownmanlikeKaene?OtalelaFela...

ThelastthingFelaneedstodoistocryfora

girl.Talkingandbeggingneverhelps,attheend

ofthedayyouendupalonejustbecauseyou

can'tactlikeaman.

Rona:Whoarewetalkingaboutnow?

Fela:Gonennakeaitsegoreiwaswrongto

beatherbuthonestlyevenifigetchargednow

I'dstillslapawomanwhodecidestogetused

bymenforsomethingicanaffordtogiveher.

I'm talkingaboutmyhealthtoo

Refa:Andthereisareasonigaveyou

condoms,Kaene'sbloodisnotclean.

Banda:Refayou'vedisappointedme,ialways

expectFelatodothis.Heisimpulsivelikethat...

Ireallythoughtididmybestwhenitcameto

you

Refa:Youdiddoagoodjob,ijustlearntthatthe



worlddoesn'tworklikethat.Beagoodguyyou

finishlast.Canigiveyouanexample?Doyou

knowthatilovedRabiwaybeforeshehad

Natasha?Butithoughtshewastooyoungto

knowboys.Biggestmistakeofmyliferight

there...Thatwasthefirstmistakeofmylife,

thingscouldhavebeendifferenthadithought

otherwise.IfFelaactsstupidbelieving

nonsenseyaI'm savingmyvirginityfortheright

timehewillcry,ifyouloveherdoit.Whileina

relationshipifanyofyoumakeamistake

punisheachandforgiveeachother,alltheseit's

overisnonsense,kamosoyouinvestyour

feelingsintoanotherrelationshipthenshe

comesback,leadingyouintotemptation

becauseheyyouneverwantedtobreakupin

thefirstplace,sowhathappens?You'rethebad

guyforstringingalongtwowomenthenyou

hopbetweenthem likeaheadlesschicken

becauseyoucan'tbreaktheirhearts...theone

youwantendsupgettingaboyfriendandnot



oncewillshecareaboutyoubecauseyougrew

apart.Attheendofthedayyouastheguyget

blamedforafailedrelationshipbecausewhy?

woman'sactionsarealwaysexcusedbutthere

isnoexcuseforbeatingawomanyetthereis

anexcuseforawomantoevenhityouorplay

withyourfeelings.

Therewassilenceaseveryonelistenedtohim

thenhepaused...

Banda:(calmly)Ican'tbelieveyou'recarryingso

muchpainandbitternessandyou're

transferringitalltoyourlittlebrother.

Rona:Refamustswallowhisprideandgobeg

Oarabileforthelasttime.Clearlythiswillnever

stopuntilyouhaveher,nowthewholegender

willsufferbecauseRabidecidedtoscrew

Muhammadandyourlawyer.Andshesure



knowshowtopickthem,thechallengingones

youdon'tstandachancewith

Refa:Saysapersonwhohasbeengetting

dumpedhiswholelife,whatmakesyouthink

I'm talkingaboutOarabile?

Fela:Ifyouwerenotthenwhowereyoutalking

about?Becausethatwholespeechhasnothing

todowithmeandNina,yousaidyou're

divorcing,gobegforbackloveonceandforall.

Youhavenothingtolose.

MmaBanda:IloveOarabilebutifshehasa

relationshipmaybeyoushouldleaveheralone.I

justfeellikewantingthiswomanhasdrained

yousomuchyouhaveclosedyoureyestothe

possibilityoflovingadifferentwoman.Iwish

youcouldbewithherbecauseCharitysounds

morallywrongbutiwouldn'twantyoutospend

yourwholelifefightingforawomanyouwould

neverhave.Whenyou'resingleshehasa

boyfriend,whensheleavesthemanandcomes



toyouyouhaveagirlfriend,whenyouleaveshe

hasalreadymovedon.Can'tyouseethiscircle

ofevents?It'salwaysthesamethinganditwill

neverend.I'm happyyouandCharityare

divorcingbutifRabiisinarelationshiposeka

waeharasangwanakaleeneosekawamo

tshwenya.Totamonnawagagweandfinda

newgirlfriend.Someonewhoisnotlinkedto

anyoneyouknowthensettledownandbe

happy.Happinessisachoice,irepeat,

Happinessisachoicethatanindividualmakes.

BehappyRefa,youhavebeensadfortoolong

leyonenyaloyagaCharitytotaneoikgolola

ngwanakagoregoskagatweodiilemotho

mmehelaletswalokrnekelebonamogo

wena...

TherewassilenceasRefaattentivelylistened

tohismotherthenhesighedandlooked

outsidethecar...



Refa:Thankyou...Beforeicandecidethati

needtoknowsomething...Ronankemele

Rona:Why?

Refa:Juststop...I'llcomelater...

Ronastoppedthecarthenhehoppedoutand

closedthedoor,beforegoingheleanedinside

lookingatFela...

Refa:Don'tbeafraidtoapologisenomatter

howmuchyouthinkitwillcostyou.

Fela:Sure

RefaranoffandeveryoneturnedtoFela,he

shruggedhisshoulders...



Atthepolicestation..

MinuteslaterthefamilywalkedinwhileMasego

andNinasatonthebench,MrandMrsBanda

bentovershakingMasego'shandand

exchangingpleasantriesthentheyshookNina's

handasshelookeddown.

Officer:Feladoyouknowthatgirl?

Fela:(lookingdown)Yes

Officer:Whoisshe?

Fela:Sheisgoingtobemywifein4years.

Officer:That’snotwhat-(sighed)Doyouknow

her?

Fela:Yes,iknowher.Sheisgoingtobemywife

whenshefinishesschool.

Officer:Haveyouhadsexwithher?



Nina:No

Fela:No

Masego:(angrilytoher)Oretuuwena!

Officer:Didyouhaveafightlastnight?

Fela:(calmly)Yes,IslappedherandI'm sorry.I

wasangrybutthereisnoexcuseformetodo

that.Ifoundherwithamanatthegate,a

marriedmanandilostit.IloveNinaandiwant

ustoactresponsiblenowsowecanbe

successfulkamoso.Iknowit'swronggobetsa

mothoandiwon'tdenythatididit,ifsheorher

motherdon'tacceptmyapologyIwill

understandandI'm askingonlyforforgiveness,

I'm notsayingtheyshoulddropthecharges.I

willservemysentenceandIunderstandtheir

sideofthestory.

Masego:Wearestillopeningacase...



MmaBanda:Eegagonabothata,bulacase.I

justhopeyouwon'teverreportanythingtome

from nowon.Obviouslyyou'renotthetypethat

discussesanythingathomesoihopeyouwill

neverneedtoaskforameetingwithus

becauseronareberekakapolice.

Masego:Soishouldletyoursonbeatmy

daughterinfearofhim abandoningherwitha

pregnancyoneday?

MmaBanda:No,that'snotwhatisaid.Isaid

youshouldgoaheadandsolvethisproblem by

thepolicestation,eventomorrowwhenyou

faceanyproblem withyourdaughteryoumust

runoverhereandgetitsolvedit.Youseem to

thinkapolicestationistheanswerandI'm

sayingifitworksforyougoaheadanddoit.

Teachherthatshecanjustactanyhowand

thenreport.It'sonlythismonththatshecan't

beheldresponsibleforhavinganaffairwitha



marriedman,nextmonthshewilldothesame

thingandunfortunatelyshemightmeetasuing

wife.Someonelikeyouwhodoesn'tplaywhen

itcomestothelaw.RonaastheBanda'sthere

isnothingwecando,webroughtoursonand

heisnotdenyinganything,weapologisedand

wearereadyforyoutofryusthenwrare

walkingoutofherewiththisboy.Hisfatherwill

dealwithhim andhewillneverevertalktoyour

daughteragain.Yourdaughterwillneverset

footinmyyardandineverwanttoseeher.Iwill

personallymakesuremysonnevermeetsyour

daughterbutkareereontaelangwanaoseka

walebalawagagobecausenowsheisavictim

andshethinkseveryoneiswrongexcepther

and.Keheditse...(turned)Monnawalepodisi

bulacase..Isheunderarrest?

Officer:No,I'm justfiling.Hewillbenotifiedof

hiscourtdate

MmaBanda:Perfect,lethim bepunishedsohe



canleaveheralone.BoFelabaselaselaekare

dintšanyana,bahatahatamobajaleswemo

maleleng

Masego:(angrily)Orayangwanakemalele?

MmaBanda:Karengwanakennawaselasela

mo,ohatahatajaakantšanyanaibileoja

leswe...Haelegorengwanawagagokemalele

tseoketsagago..

Banda:Ladiesplease

Officer:Let'sallcalm down

Masego:Iwillchargethisboywithrapemosadi

wankutwa?Iwillsendthispieceoftrashtojail

Banda:Pleasetryit,iwanttoseeyoutry!You're

bitterandyou'reprobablylivingyourlifethrough

her,didsomeonehurtyoureallybad?

Officer:Stopit!

Nina:(tearfully)Mamaareyekomotsee

Masego:Oretuwena!



Banda:(whisperedtoRona)I'm takingyour

motherout,dealwithit

Bandaaskedhiswifetofollowhim andgrabbed

herhand..

Rona:(calmly)MmaagweNinaweapologise

forforeverythingyourdaughterwentthrough,

totayou'renotwrongtodothis.Youhaveevery

righttobeangryibileweshouldbeallhumbling

ourselvesonyourfeet.Weapologisefor

everything...

Felastoodupandkneltbeforeherthenhe

lookedinhereyesandswallowed...

Fela:Iam sorryforhurtingyourdaughter,



pleaseforgiveme.Iwillnevertalktoheragain.

That'sapromiseI'm givingyoummewa

lepodisiareeditse.Iwillnevertalktoher.

Nina'seyesfilledwithtearsasshelookedather

mother...

Masego:Thankyouforaskingforforgivenes

butI'm notdroppingthiscaseibilemmago

gaanamaitseo.

Fela:Ok,Iunderstand....

Ninaglaredathermotherwiththecornerofher

eyeasangerandhatredbrewedinsideher...

AtOarabile'sHouse....



LaterthatmorningRefaknockedonthedoor

thenOarabileopenedthedoorwithwethands

from doingthedishes...

Refa:Hi

Oarabile:Hi,

Refa:Thereissomethingihavetoaskyou,can

wesitinmycar?

Oarabile:Refaihavesomuchtodothis

weekend,ihavetocleanthishouse..

Refa:Ok,I'm sorry...

Oarabile:Whatisit?

Refa:ItseemslikeeverytimeI'm singleyou're

inarelationship,whenI'm inarelationship

you'reavailablebutthenwecouldn'treally

cheatonanyofthepeoplewewerewith.I'm

abouttogetdivorcedandiknowyoudon'thave

thatlongwithLoresoI'm justwonderingif



thereisachanceforustogiveitatry.I'm sorry

ifthisoffendsyou,ijustneedtoknow.Ifyou

don'twantto,I'llrespectthat.Isitpossibleto

takeabreakfrom Loreandgiveusonemore

chance?Ipromiseyouwhateveransweryou

givehereitwillbemycommand,ifitsnothen

noifitsyesthenitsyes.I'm donebeingjealous,

beingangryandviolent.Ifyoudon'twantmeI'll

behappyforyouandI'llfindadifferentperson

whom icanopenmyheartto.Idon'twantto

convinceyoubecauseineeditcomefrom your

heart.Let'sputanendtoallthesedramaand

makeonesoliddecision.Whatdoyousay?

Oarabiletookadeepbreathlookinginhiseyes...

Oarabile:.....

*

PleaseLiketheinsert.



*

*

*

*
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AtOarabile'sHouse...

Oarabile:Comeinside...

RefawalkedinthenOarabileclosedthedoor...



Refa:Wherearethekids?

Oarabile:Theywenttothemall,Natashahadto

buypens.

Refa:Shelosesapeneveryday.

Oarabile:Setsekelapileibile..Haveaseat,...I'm

coming...

Refasatdown,minuteslaterOarabilecame

backwithhistiearoundherneck.Hiseyesfell

onherneckandalittlesmileofembarrassment

brightenedhisfacethenheputhishandsover

hisfacelaughing...

Refa:Iwasn'tinthere,oneofthekidsmust

havetakenitthere

Oarabile:(laughed)Right



Sheslowlysatdownandfacedhim ashe

smiledtakingoffherneck,theybothstaredat

oneanothersmiling..blushing...Andeventually

chuckled...

Refa:(softly)What?

Oarabile:(smiled)Nothing...Youcaughtmeby

surprise,ineverthoughtI'dhearyousaythese

words.(tookadeepbreath)Itfeelslikeyears

agowhenwemet...Whenyouusedtocarrythe

bucketforme

Refa:(laughed)Andyouwereveryuglymy

friend.

Oarabile:(laughed)Youtoo...Youwereso

skinnyandAkwanasaidyouhaveabigdick...

Notsurprisedsheendedupsleepingwithyou..



Refa'ssmiledissolvedashelookeddown

thoughtfully.Oarabiletookanotherdeepbreath

andstoodupmakingherwaytothedoor....

Oarabile:I'm lockingthedoor...Itseemspeople

alwaysopenthedoorwhenyou'redoing

somethingyoushouldn't...

Refa:(frowned)Whatdoyoumean?

Oarabile:(lockedandwalkedback)iwantto

talktoyousittingonyourlap...

Helookedupatherassheslowlysatonhislap

facinghim thenshepushedherhairbackand

leanedoverkissinghim softly..

Refa:Canikissyouback?

Oarabile:Yes



Hetiltedhisheadandkissedherputtinghis

handsonherwaist,herphonerangandshe

pulledbackleavinghim hangingashelickedhis

lips.Shepickedthecallstillsittingonhislap

thenhejerkedherupabitandprobablyplaced

hishardstiffy...

Oarabile:(softly)Hello?

Lore:Heybabe,I'llbethereinanhour.Isthat

OK?

Oarabile:Yeah,

Lore:Alright,iloveyou.

Oarabile:Iloveyoumore

Ithitlikeahurricanebutheyatleastshewas

sittingonhislap...



Oarabile:(putthephonedown)Sorryaboutthat..

Refa:(lookingupinhereyeshopingfora

miracle)It'sok,so...Aboutwhatisaidearlier...

Oarabile:Aboutthat..(shekissedhim)Ilove

youandiknowyoulovemebutidon'tthinkwe

arecompatible.

Refa:Why?

Oarabile:Wehavebeenthroughsomuchmo

elenggoreevenifwegetbacktogetherwewill

notgetwhatweareexpecting.Ihaveafeeling

ourfeelingsarealsofueledbyjealousybecause

I'llbehonestwithyou,ihateanywomanthat

getsyourattentionandigetjealous..

Refa:Andyoujusthurtmesayingyoulovehim

more

Oarabile:(laughed)Can'thurtlikewatchingyou

marryanotherwoman.



Refa:(laughed)I'm sorry...(clearedhisthroat

holdingherwaist)Sogatwenganongkanake

beilemogowena..

Oarabile:(smiledandkissedhim)Goandfind

thatwoman,notyoursistermanplease..(they

laughed)Goandfindthatbeautifulqueenand

bringherhome,loveherandrespecther,I'lllove

andrespectLore....

Refa:(smiled)Goon...You'renotdone...Then

what?

Theysmiledandeventuallylaughed...

Oarabile:(laughed)Whatareyoulaughingat?

Refa:(laughed)I'm laughingatyou,whatare

youlaughingat?

Oarabile:You'retheonemakingmelaugh

heela..Ija...Reetsa...letmefinishthen...After



gettingourselvespartnersweshouldcoparent

peacefully,spendtimewithourpartners,

eventuallywewillgetoveroneanotherbecause

I'm sureyoucameexpectinganooryesright?

Refa:Yeahgoneketilekeitsegoreitmightbea

yesorno,totaunlikeinthepasttodayiwanted

tomakesurethatwhenimoveontherewon't

benofunnybusiness.Gakebategoledisa

ngwanawabatho...Koorehelait'shardtofinda

goodwomanwhoisn'tmysister..(theylaughed)

butififindherI'llbecorrectingmyselfonher,i

feelsorryforherbecausekagomotopela

marato

Oarabile:(laughed)AndnowI'm jealous

Refa:(laughed)Butthanksforbeinghonest,at

leastthistimearoundwetalked...(smiled)Plus

hegotshwerekahaeish

Oarabile:(laughedandgotoffofhim)Standup

andgo,myhusbyisontheway..



Shegrabbedhisarm tryingtopullhim upbuthe

pulledheroverandkissedherrollingonthe

couchandlaidonherbreathing...

Refa:Sorryibrokeyourspirittheotherday,iwill

alwaysregretsayingthat.Theworstthing

aboutwordsisthatitcan'tbetakenbackand

theotherpersonwillneverknowwhetheryou're

justlyingortellingthetruth...Iknownomatter

whatisayyou'llalwayswonderifitstruebuti

wantyoutotrustyourself.You'remorethanyou

know...BythewayLoreisnotabadguykeraya

thepartofhim thatiknow,heisacoolguysoi

don'tseehim andihavingaproblem..(stoodup

andtookadeepbreath)Unlesshefindsme

withyouinacompromisingposition,hoogone

hewillflip,probablymakemelosemysharesor

something..



Oarabile:(laughed)Youbettergothen

Refa:(smiled)Thanksfortalkingtome,itreally

meansalot.ForthefirsttimeI'm partingwith

youkesenastressandI'm genuinelysmiling...

Koorewhycouldn'twedothisearlier?

Oarabile:Nneonnaonopetswehelakoore

gapepeloyagagoneennakhibidugakego

tshwara,rememberwhenitookyouforadrive?

(theylaughed)Waitsekehaonkamagore,ke

iponakelesaataneompotsagorekanteyanong

warekerengRabiotakogonnakenalecharity

plusbanabale2..

Refa:(laughed)Mxm ogopotsedilotsa

bogologolojang...

Oarabile:(grabbedhisdick)Gostickthisdick

inanewpussy

Refa:(laughedandpushedherhandaway)

You'resorottenkanagabagoitsesentekonte

kwa.



Oarabile:AndthisisthelasttimeI'm playing

withyoulikethis,wateorebreakupsexakere?

Thisismybreak-upcuddle...Thanksfor

droppingby,thisneverhappened.

Refa:Ee,I'llbringyourheels,andtheother

thingsistole..

Oarabile:(gaspedandcoveredhermouth)I

hadasuspicionbutithoughtiwascrazyRefa

wee?

Refa:(laughed)Bonagoshapotogakekopana

leLoremotseleng...Ifidoicametopickupthe

kidsandrealisedthey'renothome

Oarabile:Byeandgoodluckonyourdivorce,

Mcharobathomonnawebabydaddyyame

batho.Iwassousedtofightingwithherillmiss

her,isitOKificontinueabusingher?

Refa:Walelamogonnake..



TheylaughedasRefagotinthecaranddrove

off.Shesighedwithahugesmileofreliefand

satisfaction.MeanwhileRefasmiledand

laughedwithsomuchpeacehefoundhimself

wonderingaboutwhatkindofagirlhewould

meet.Growinganxiousyearningforthat

excitingfeelingoffirstlove,thosefirsttouches

andeverythingmagicalabouteverything...

Whoeverthehellshewashecouldn'twaitto

meether....

TWOWEEKSLATER...

*

*

*

*

SinfulDuty

#136



AtAkwana'sHouse...

Akwanawalkedintotheyardcarryingapileof

exercisebooksandpausedlookingatOdirile's

car.Shetookadeepbreathofbraveryand

walkedintothehouse.Hersubconscious

remindedhershehadnoonebutherselfshould

sheneedhelp,butshecouldn'trunanylonger...

Sheopenedthedoorandplacedthebookson

herstudytablebeforeturningaround

scratchinghereyebrow...

Akwana:ODweneedtotalk...Situp...

Odirilesatupandlookedatherwithalittle

smilethensheleanedovertryingtokissher.



Akwanaturnedherheadandpushedherback...

Akwana:Don'tdothat...Stop...

Odirilepausedandlookedathersadly...

Odirile:Kantenemmakedirileeng?(WhatdidI

do?)Whathappenedtous?

Akwana:I'm notgoingtowastemybreath

explainingmyselfagain.TotannammaI

alreadytoldyoumyreasons,ithasnothingto

dowithlove.IloveyoubutIwantafamily,I

wantchildrenofmyownandIwantthem to

haveafatherintheirlives.Thislesbianthing

wasnicebackwhenIwasinTertiarybecauseit

wasfunbutI'm gettingoldnow.Iwanttoget

marriedandhavekids.EveryoneIknowhas

children...Thisthingisjustawasteofmytime.



Irespectthatyouwanttobealesbianforthe

restofyourlife,butI'm hetero.TodayI'm going

tobestraightupwithyouifyouharassme,I'll

defendmyselfandafterdefendingmyselfI'llgo

reportyou.TheonlyreasonIhaven'tbeen

tellingthepoliceisbecauseIwasembarrassed

totellpeopleIactuallyhadarelationshipwitha

woman,butnowI'm readyforanything.It's

beenalongtimesincekegobolelela(sinceI

toldyou)tostayawayfrom meandIhaveran

outofpatiencenow.Pleaseputonyourshoes

andleave...Gapeyouarestressingyourself,the

timeyouarewastingharassingmeandbegging

meyoushouldbeusingitonfindinganewgirl.

It'sbeen2yearssinceItoldyouIdon'tfeelthis

lesbianthing...Youcould'vebeenonyour2nd

yearanniversarywithyourgirlfriendbynow.

Pleaseleave...

Odirilelookedathersadly,shewas



speechless...

Akwana:(showedherthedoor)Go...

Odirileslowlyputonhershoesandsighed

lookingather...

Odirile:I'm sorrythatIloveyou.

Akwana:I'm sorrythatIwantmykidstohavea

father.

Shewalkedoutandclosedthedoorthen

Akwanasighedinrelief.Meanwhile,Odirilegot

intohercaranddroveoutastearsblurredher

vision....

Atthemall....



Laterthatmorningjustafter9,Boagopulled

overnexttoherhusband'scarandsteppedout

Kaeneleanedoverandpushedthedooropen

forherasshegotinandclosedthedoor.

Shefrownedconfusedandlookedathim..

Boago:IcamehereasfastasIcould,what's

goingon?

Kaene:Butitwasn’tanemergency.

Boago:Yousaiditwasimportant.

Kaene:DoyourememberNina?

Boago:WhywouldIforgether?

Kaene:Sorry...(handedherthepaper)I'm

supposedtobeincourttodayat11am..2weeks

backIwentbacktoNina'splacebecauseI



wantedthephoneIboughtforherback.Ifelt

cheated,I'm sorryifthisoffendsyoubutIfelt

likeshehadusedmetogetherthephone.I

thoughtitbettertogetitbackandmaybegive

ittomydaughterinsteadofastrangerlikeNina.

WhilethereFelacame,apparentlyheisher

boyfriend,sohegotangry.Hetriedtoattack

mebutIdefendedmyselfaboantshaba...I

guesstheneighboursheardorNinatoldher

motherIdon'tknow,thenextdayIwascalledto

thepolicestationforastatement.Iwas

interviewedandthephonewastakenas

evidenceincourt.I'm justtellingyoubecauseit

hasbeenhardkeepingthisfrom you,plusifIgo

tojailIwouldn'twantyoutobesurprised.Iwant

youtobepreparedtosupportthechildrenon

yourown.

Boago:Whatarethepossibleconsequences?

Kaene:Jail,thereisnootheroptionfor

defilement.



Boago:AkeremmewaabonaKaene?(Canyou

see.whatudid)Wasitreallynecessaryforyou

todothis?Firstyouuseourmoneyfor

nonsense,wehaven'tevenboughtenough

groceryandnowyouaregoingtojail?

Kaene:I'm sorry...Keraelesegile(Iwas

tempted),unfortunatelyitwillcostmemy

freedom butit'sok,letmego.Ijustwantedto

tellyou..

Boagolookedathim andsighedshakingher

head...

Boago:I'llcomewithyou.

Kaene:No,Idon'twanttoembarrassyoulike

that.

Boago:Iforgaveyouforit,let'sdothistogether.



Hehuggedhertightlyandkissedherneck

beforeheavingahugesighanddrivingoutof

theparkinglot...

AtBandaBrothersConstructions....

LaterthatmorningFelaclosedhisofficeand

walkedoutputtinghiskeyinthepocket.He

approachedthecarwhereallhisbrotherswere

waitingforhim.

Rona:Areyouready?

Fela:Yeah..

Theyallgotinthecaranddroveoutas.....

AtLore'soffice...



LoredialledShawn'snumberandleanedback

holdingupapagehewasreadingfrom...

Shawn:Hello?

Lore:GoodmorningMrMuhammad?Youare

speakingtoLoreTimothyfrom Nonsieand

AttorneysinMaun,Botswana.

Shawn:Hi.

Lore:MrMuhammedIam sorryforinterrupting

yourschedulebutIneedtotalktoyou,Idon't

knowifyou'rereadynoworshouldIsetan

appointment?ThisisaboutLilleyKokothe

daughterofOarabileKoko.

Shawn:Nahit'sfine,howcanIhelpyou?

Lore:Well,Ihavejusthadalongconversation

withafriendofminethatsidebecauseIwanted

tofindoutifBotswanachildren'sActandUS



children'sActcontradicteachothersomehow,

becauseinBotswanabothparentshaveequal

rightstothechildunlessotherwisestated.You

donothavesolecustodyofthatchildbut

accordingtoreportsyouhavecontinuously

deniedthemotheraccess.Thisfriendofmine

whoalsohappenstohaveaverygoodrecord

andreputationtoldmeitisthesamethingthat

side,infactitcanalsofallunderchild

abduction.Childabductionisnotonlylimitedto

strangers,aparentcanbechargedwithitand

serveaseriousterm inprison.Idoubtyou

alreadyhaveUScitizenship,thiscourtcase

mightcomplicatethingsforyouinthatregard,

orevenmakeyouremployerthinktwiceabout

therenewalofyourcontract.Iam averypatient

anddeterminedlawyer,Iwillreunitethatlittle

girlwithhermotheronewayoranother,sowe

candothistheeasywayorthehardway,what's

yourpick?



Shawn:Soshereportedme?Ineverevengave

herhardtime,ofcoursetherewasabitof

arguingbutithappensright?

Lore:Yeah,wellmaybeshemisunderstoodyou..

Youknowhowwomenare.

Shawn:Yeah,Iwouldn'tmindcoparenting,it's

goingtobeharddoingitfrom acrosstheworld

butI'm surewecanworkoutsomething.

Lore:That’strue,what'syouremailaddress?I

wanttosendyoutheagreement.

Shawn:Sure,it'sMuhammadshawn@yaho.com.

Lore:Alrightsurebuddy.

Shawn:Sure,haveagoodday.

Lore:Youtoo...

Hehungupandsighedwithasmileashetyped

onthecomputer....



AtMaunMagistrateCourt....

InanongoingtrialthatmorningtheBanda

familylistenedholdingtheirbreathsasthe

magistratedeliveredhisjudgment...

Magistrate:Itisyoungmenlikeyouwhoputan

endtoyounggirls'dreamsbyeither

impregnatingthem andabandoningthem with

childrenorjustdisturbingtheireducation.Not

onlyhaveyoudefiledthisgirl,youalsohadthe

audacitytoputyourhandsonher.Iam

disgustedthatayoungmanlikeyouwithsucha

promisingfuturedecidedtoflashallthatdown

thedrain.(sighed)Ithereforefindthesuspect

guiltyofdefilementandsentencehim to7year

imprisonmentwitha6yearssuspendedperiod.

Afterthesentencehewillserveaprobationof



10yearswithoutcommittingthesamecrimeor

anyrelated,failuretocomplywiththeprobation

conditionshewillberemandedandservethe

previoussuspendedsentence.

TheBandabrotherssadlylookedattheir

parentswhoweresittingatthefarcorner...

*

*

*

*

*
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AtMaunMagistrateCourt...

Thedoubledoorsopenedandeveryone

steppedoutwithlongfaces.Refawalkedinthe

frontandsatinthecarthoughtfullywhile

everyonestoodaroundchattinginshock.

RonaturnedandnoticedRefasittinginthecar

thenhewalkedovertohim...

Rona:AreyouOk?

Refa:Iputhim there,I'llneverforgivemyselffor

this.ShecalledmeandIletitgofar...Iwatched

him commitacrime...

Rona:Felaisanadult,hehadalreadybroken

thelawbeforeyougotthere...andyesmaybe

youcouldhavepreventedallthisbutitiswhatit

is.Youwerenotinastateofadvisinganyone



yourselfbecauseyouweredepressedtoo.I

knewFelawasdatinganunderagegirlbutI

didn’tdoanything,Rotlhetoosoronarefarothe

kaofelakagoregareitsegogakololanasente

(soweareallherebecausewecan'tadvice

eachother)butit'salearningcurve.Hegotoff

easily.1yearinprisonisnothinghecanbeout

in6monthsifhebehaves..

Refa:Ihopeeverythingwillbeok,Ihearguys

getfuckedinthereandifyoudon'tgetfucked

yougetbeatuporstarved.

Rona:That'sapricehehastopayand

unfortunatelyweasbrotherwatchedhim date

thisgirlanddidnothing.…gatweKaene'strialis

onthissideaswell.

Kaene:Hesaidsomethinglikethatonthe

phone..(steppedoutofthecar)Let’sattendit.

Rona:Alright...Letmetalktodadforaminute...



RonawalkedbacktotheirparentswhileRefa

wentbacktothecourtroomsandsearchedfor

Kaene'scourtroom.Heopenedthedoortoa

fullsilentcourtroom asthemagistrate

renderedhisjudgement.Heclosedthedoorand

tookaseatnexttoKaene'sparents.

Ashelookedathisfriend'slongfacethesweet

voiceofthebenchclerkcaughthisattention,

shespokesoftlyandfluentSetswana.There

werethreepeopleseatedwhereshewasbut

thisparticularladywaslookingatthefilesas

shetranslatedthemagistrate'sjudgementinto

Setswana...

Refaleanedbackandstaredatherwhileshe

translatedlookingatthefilesthenshefinally

leanedbackandtuckedherhairbehindtheear.

Shehadbigeyesandlookedlikethegirlswho



wereonadebateteam atschool,withsuch

goodconductofthelanguageshehadtobe

oneofthose.Hecouldalmosthearhersoftly

complaining"Reefa"whilehepulledherover...

Shewouldprobablyrejecthim thefirsttime...

Orwouldn'tshe?Well...

Magistrate:Igetangrywhenamarriedman

actslikethisbecausehadthishappeneda

weekaftersheturned18yourwifewouldhave

probablysuedherandyou'dbetakingaback

seatwatchingherstruggletopayadebtthat

youbothcreated.You'reanirresponsiblecitizen

andit'ssuchapityyouhaveadaughter.You

mightnothavesleptwiththisminorbutyou

hadeveryintentionofdoingso,youjustlacked

thetimeandplace.Thecourtfindsthe

defendantguilty,withtheconsiderationthathe

isafirsttimeoffenderheshallservea5years

probation...Shouldhecommitthesamecrime



oranyrelatedcharges,heshallbearrestedto

serveaprisonsentenceof5yearsimmediately.

Kaenesighedinreliefandlookedathiswife

thankfully.Refastaredatthecourtclerk'slips

asshespokenotreallylisteningtothewords

comingoutofhermouth,justadmiringit'slook

andmovementstheneveryonestoodup.He

quicklystoodupastheMagistratewalkedout.

Everyonewalkedout,thenheapproached

Kaene...

Refa:Hey,what'sthatlady'sname?

Kaene:Idon'tknow,sheisabenchclerkor

something..

Refa:(lookingatherasshewalkedouttheback

door)Isee....



Kaene:HowdidFelago?

Refa:Hegot12months..

Kaene:Ok...

Refa:Goshap,justwantedtohearhowitwent

withyou.

Kaene:Sure.

RefawalkedoutthenKaenepassedthroughthe

crowdandhuggedhiswifetightly...

Kaene:Thankyouforbeinghere.

Boago:Youarewelcome,hopeobakile.(Ihope

ulearntyourlesson)

Kaene:Kebakilegorebabe(Ihave),imaginaore

wacheaterlanthamobotshelongabeokapiwa

kemosadiplusgotocourtforit,kebakile..

(Canuimaginetryingtocheatforthefirsttime



inyourlifeonlytogetcaughtbyyourwoman

andevengotocourtforit,Ihavelearntmy

lesson.)

Boago:(laughed)BoKaene,letaaswela

masepa.(Youwilldieforshit!)

Kaene:(laughed)Eishnekeileprisongone

hale...(Ialmostwenttoprison)Luckyenough

I'm aresponsibleguyandIdidn'thavesexwith

her.

Boago:5yearsprobation,outuleakere?(Did

youhearthat)Youarenotafreeman.

Kaene:Iknow,from hereI'm goingtoget

baptised,'iscant'.

Theylaughedandhuggedagain....

AtMaunPrisons....



LaterthatafternoonFelatookoffhisclothes

remainingnudeandputonhisneworange

clothesthenhewalkedoutfollowingthree

otherinmates...

Fela:Whatareyouherefor?

Inmate:Defilement,I'llbeherefor5years..

Fela:Ok...

Inmate:Whataboutyou?

Fela:Defilement...I'llbehereforayearyone

mmekeejelekukuyatengandneelemonate

disize(butIdidenjoythepussy).Gakemakale

kelemotoronkong(It'snosurpriseI'm in

prisonforit),everynightI'llspendlockedin

hereI'llbegivingmyselfhandjobsthinking

aboutmylastsexwithher...Imeanthevery

firsttimewastheshit,andthesecondonewas

evenbetterbecausetherewasnocondom ele

skintoskin...kehankgonneNinammehelao



bonamalobagone?(Shehadmerightthere,

butthatlastone!)Yeseskukukanayaachenja

waitse..(pussydoeschangeuknow)Maloba

nealemonate(thatdayshewasnice,abitwet,

itwassoniceIdidn'twanttocum)ale

wetnyanagolemonatemotengmolekesabate

gocummer...

Theguardswalkingthem totheirblockstried

keepingastraightfacebuttheotheroneburst

intolaugherholdinghisgun.Therestthen

laughedastheprisonersjoinedinonthe

laughter...

Guard:(laughed)Sothememorywilllastyou12

months?

Fela:Itwasworthitandlet'sbehonest,Igotoff

easilykanamostpeoplegetmorethanthis.

Inmate:Theproblem isthatmineispregnant,



whatifsheispregnant?

Fela:Thegoodthingaboutthelawkegoreyou

can'tbeconvictedtwiceforthesamecrime

besidessheisnotbecausetheywouldhave

foundoutwhentheytestedher.

Guard:Obakemme(hopeulearntyourlesson

though)

Fela:Kebakilekeraahela...(IdidI'm just

saying)

Theynewinmateswalkedinasthe'residents'

madeallkindsofintimidatingsoundsabout

freshmeat.Theothertwoinmates'smiles

disappearedwhileFelagavethem afinger...

Inmate:Canyoustopthat?Wagorebolaisa

batho!(Uwillgetusintotrouble)

Fela:Baatholaragoleajewabarayaengba



marete..(Theyarecrazywhatdotheymeanby

that)

Guard:Thisway...

Theguysgotintheircellsholdingtheirblankets

andsatdown...

AtMasego'shouse...

MasegoandNinawalkedintothehousewhile

herlittlebrotherwascooking.Shefrowned

disgustedatthestrongsmellofonions...

Nina:Anyanseegaentseesentewaitse...(The

smellofthisonionisgettingtome)

Shetriedignoringthesmellandsatonthe



couchswitchingtheTVonbutherstomach

liftedandshecoveredhermouthrunningtothe

bathroom whereshethrewupandwashedher

mouth.Shelookedatherselfonthemirrorand

noticedshehadbreakouts.Shetookouther

phoneandcheckedthecalendar,herheart

skippedthensheknockedonhermother's

door...

Masego:Yes?

Nina:Ishouldhavehadmyperiod3weeks

ago...

Masego:(angrily)Whatdoyoumean?What

doesthatmean?

Nina:IthinkI'm pregnant,beforewehadafight

wehadsexwithoutacondom,hesaidhewillbe

carefulbutnowIdon'tknow.

Masego:Ninahowcanyougetpregnant?

Knowingmysituationngwanaka?Andwhydid



youkeepquietwhentheytestedyoufor

penetration?

Nina:Ididn'tknowIwaspregnant...

Masego:You'llseewhattodowiththebaby,

anddon'texpectmetoleavemyjobtobabysit

yourbaby.Ican'tletyouputmeinpoverty..I

triedtohelpyou,ireallytried.Thisoneisonyou.

Nkasekgonebomatajoo...

Sheangrilywalkedout...

.

.

.
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AttheMagistrateCourt...



LateronRefawalkedinthereceptionnotsure

whom tosayhewaslookingforandjustashe

leanedoverthebenchclerkwalkedpastby

holdingabottleofwater...

Refa:(tothereceptionist)Excuseme...

Heturnedaroundandfollowedher....

Refa:Hey..

Her:(turnedaround)Hi..

Refa:Iwaslookingforyou..MynameRefa

Her:Ok,Mayiassistyou?

Refa:Yeah...Ineedyourname



Shesmiledandeventuallylaughedlookingin

hiseyesashelookedbackather.

Her:KebidiwaKefilwe

Refa:Fificanihaveyournumberandcallyou

tomorrow?Iwanttoundoyourhair

Kefilwe:(laughed)Areyoutryingtosaymyhair

isamess?

Refa:Isit?

Kefilwe:(laughed)I'm sooffended..AndIcanfix

myownhair,

Refa:Obviously,butI'm offeringtodoitforfree,

youdon'thavetopaymeanddon'tworryihave

gentlehands...I'llcutthisbraidsthenundoit

withfinetoothcombandbrushyou.Wecan

findasaloonafterthatbutiwanttoundoyour

hair.

Kefilwe:(laughed)Thisissoweird...Tabeele



lanthaketharollwakemonnalegonekesamo

itse

Refa:(laughed)Listentoyourself!Iknowyou

wanttosaynobutjustsayyes,swabisa

sataanehelaandbespontaneous.

Kefilwe:Ok

Refa:(tookouthisphone)Thanks,Yournumber?

Shegavehim hernumberthenhewalkedaway

asshestaredathim thensheshookherhead

andgotinthecar.

Refagotinthecaranddroveoutashisphone

rang...

Refa:Hello?

Nina:Hi,ItsNina.



Refa:Ok,

Nina:I'm pregnant

Refa:No-no-noyoucan'tbepregnant,whatdo

youmean?Howlong?

Nina:Lessthanamonth,ishouldhavebeenon

myPeriodweeksagobutididn’tusemypads.

I'm reallyscared,thisismylastyearandidon't

wanttodropout.Ineedmoneyforabortion.

Refa:Felawillkillyouifyoudothat,hedoesn't

haveakid..,don'tthinkwithemotions.Letme

callRona,I'llcallyouback...

Nina:Ok

HehungupanddialedRona....

Rona:yeah?

Refa:Ninaispregnant?



Rona:No-mamaisgoingtopunishherwhole

familyifshefindsoutesengabuilemalobako

police

Refa:mythoughtsexactlybecauseforsureshe

hatesbothNinaandhermother.NowNinaare

okopamadiaabortion

Rona:No,notabortion.

Refa:Itoldherwecan'tdothat

Rona:Tellherwewillsupportthebaby

Refa:Yeah,I'llletherknow..

Rona:Bye

Hehungupandcalledherback....

Nina:Hello?

Refa:IspoketoRona,wewillsupportthebaby,

Rotlhewillsurelysupport.



Nina:Butmamawillnotgetthebabysoican

writemyexams,shesaysshewon'tbeinvolved.

Refa:Sheisjustangry,parentssaythingslike

thatwhenthey'reangrybutoncethebabyis

hereshedoestheopposite.Don'tstress,you

can'taffordtostressnow.

Nina:I'm probablygoingtofail

Refa:Pregnancyisneveranexcuse,themother

ofmykidspassedatschoolwhenshewas

pregnant.Andyouhavenoexcusetofail

becausewhateveryouneedwewillalwaysbe

there.I'llcreateaWhatsAppgroupwithRona

andRotlhetheniaddyou.Whateverisneeded

youjustsendthereandwhoeverisclosewill

takecareofit.

Nina:Ok.

Refa:Anddon'tblameyourmom,I'ddothe

sameifiwasherjustthatit'shardto

understandhersituationbecauseyou'renota



parentyetbutonceyouhavethatbabyyou

wouldn'twantanyboybeatingherandifhe

does,itwon'tmatterifhesayshelovesyou'd

stillbeangry.Justbeagoodgirlandfocuson

school,wewilltakecareofthebaby.

Nina:Thankyou..

Refa:Bye

Hehungupanddroveoff....

AtMasego'sHouse...

MeanwhileMasegostoodbythewindowtalking

tothephoneintears...

Masego:Idon'tknowwhatididwrong,andthe

wayshespokeitslikeshealreadyknewmy



daughterwaspregnant.Sheisgoingtorejoice

andchasemeaway..Ninawasmyonlyhope,

howcananAmaterialdothistome?

Her:Getthebabysoshecancontinue,lether

writeherexam you'llremainwiththebaby

Masego:Haveyoucountedthemonths?The

verymonthofthefinalexam isthemonthshe

willbedelivering,it'simpossible...Ican'tbelieve

iworkedsohardraisingherwithastruggleand

shechoosestosleepwithaboyfrom sucha

family.Sheisdestroyingherlife...Can'tyouat

leastborrowme3K,iwanttodosomething..I'll

returnitmonthend

Her:Ok..I'llsenditjustnow....

Shehungupandopenedthewindowcalling

Ninawhowaspressingherphone.Shewalked

inthebedroom andsatontheedge..



Masego:Ihavehadtimetothink,thisthingis

notyetababybecauseitsbarelyamonth.At

thispointit'saclotofblood...Iwantyoutotake

somepillssoyoucangetyourperiodand

continuewithschool.Youcan'tloseeverything

becauseofonemistake..Thisboyisinprison

andwhenhegetsouthewillbeangry

Nina:Felaisneverangry,heprobablyforgot

aboutyoubynow.That'swhoheis.

Masego:Hisparentswillneverlikeyouoreven

acknowledgethisbaby,youheardhismother

sowecan'tevencallameetingasweshould.

Nina:NO

Masego:NinaI'm notaskingyounowI'm

tellingyou,iworkedhardforyoutobehere..I

knowyouthinkmenareimportantnowbuttrust

meeducationfirst...Let'sgoyou'retakingthose

pills...



Shequietlystoodupandfollowedhermother...

*

*

*

*

*
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InMasego'scar...

Ninaquietlypressedherphonewhileher

motherdrovethecar.

Nina:(text)Mymom wantsmetoabort,weare

onourwaytobuythepills.



Refa:WhenFelagetsouthewilldemandhis

baby,doyouknowhowtounkillababy?

Nina:No

Fela:YouknowFela,unlessyousuddenly

forgothecanslapyou.Heisgoingtotellyouhe

wantsthebabyandhewon'tstopuntilyou

magicallyun-abortthatbaby,goandabortdon't

sayididn’twarnyoubecauseidid.Pleasesay

no,whatifthat'syourlastbaby?Whatifyoudie?

Whatifyougetcaught?Abortionisillegal.

Nina:Youdon'tunderstand,sheismymother

andI'm afraidofher,I'lljustdoit.Felawilljust

killme,heisbetterthanthepunishmentmy

motherwouldgivemeifichoosenotto.

Refa:Whileabortingdon'tforgettoaskthat

doctorfortipsonhowtoundoit,idon'twantto

callmesayingFelaisdoing123.Youknowhe

hasalosescrew,inhisheadyou'rehiswifeo

taabaka.Omoutulekopolicegoreneareng,



that'swhoyou'retoit.

Nina:RefaI'm scared,

Fela;Okgoandabort.

Sheputherphonedownandsighedsadly

lookingoutsidethewindow....

AttheBandahouse...

LateronRefaparkedthecarandwalkedoverto

hismotherwhileshehungthewetlaundryon

theline...

Refa:Ispapaaround?

Her:Yesinthebedroom,whatisitnow?You

boyswillgivemeaheartattack

Refa:Ninajustfoundoutsheispregnantbut



nowshesayshermotherisforcinghertoabort

thebaby.

Her:Iwonderwhatthiswomanhasagainstmy

son,kanabasadibaratagoipharasajaanaabe

akokorogaabonangwanakearatangwanawa

gagwe.Nnagakelelopeletherabortitsomy

soncanbefreetomeetanewgirlfriendnka

lapakemosadiwapolice.Letherabort,as

soonassheisdoneI'm callingthepolicetotest

herdaughterandifshewasindeedpregnant

hermotherwillexplaintotheworld.Iwillalso

makesureshegoestojailforit

Refa:Ifshegoesthroughwiththatabortion

therewon'tbeturningback,Masegoisnota

badmother...Sheisjustpanicking.Because

shewantsherdaughtertowriteherexams.

Ninaisabrilliantgirl,sheremindsmeofRabi,

wapasaandshetakeshereducationseriously.

Idon'tknowhowFelamanagedtogether

pregnantbasadirisecondom



Her:Lonanteleratanelebanababatholesa

baithwadise?Gakesaitsetotakalona,akere

wenakewenayonkabeonthalosetsabotoka

kawenaprofessoryagoithwadisa.

Refa:Mamakeimisitsegakaenkaregatweke

tsamaakeimisabathobakehapaanalebone

motseleng?

Her:Eehaodumedisamothootsogaaimile

Refa:(laughed)Mamaweecanyoupleasecall

MmaagweNinaandtalktoher?Honestlyit

doesn'ttakeascientisttoseewhysheisdoing

this.Sheknowswewon'tacceptthatpregnancy

butrightnowsheneedsusthemostbecause

shedoesn'tmakemuch

Her:Sookgakgahalahelajaanammeasaiphe

sepe?Mohumanegiyoomakgakga,soshe

thinksjustbecauseherdaughterisbeautiful

shecandothattomyson.I'lldoitjustbecause

Felawillneverletitgowhenhefindsout,every



dayhewillbeaskingforhisbaby.Tabeketago

setatselajapolicegapegotwearebamohe

ngwanawagagwegonekwa

Refa:(laughed)TabentseareNinakaremphe

ngwanake,phakaclap,Ninakebatangwanake

antsejaakaneantse,phakaclapkamosoabe

aisiwapolice.

Her:NxlaboFelalebonebaaselaselakwale

bone,canyougivemehernumbersothatican

callthem?

Refa:I'llsaveitforyou...

Refasaveditforher

Her:Ok,letmetalktoyourfatherbeforewe

makeaphonecall

Refa:Okbye



Hegotbackinhiscaranddroveoutwhile

Rotlheinrollingdownthewindow...

Refa:Pastor!

Rotlhe:(laughed)I'm notapastor

Refa:(laughed)Whenareyouleaving?

Rotlhe:Seshahasn'tdecided,I'm waitingforher

toletmeknow.Shesaysshehastotalktomy

mom andhearifshewillcometousforthe

newbabyorshewillcomebackhere

Refa:Alright,cheers

Rotlhe:Sure..

Rotlhesteppedoutandknockedonthedoor

whilehisparentstalkedsittingonthecouch..

Her:Takethisbuckettothebathroom



Hetookitthereandcamebacklisteningtotheir

conversation...

Rotlhe:Felaisnevergoingtoletitgoiftheygo

throughwithitbutithinkthemotherisjusttoo

ashamedtoaskforhelpbecauseshereported

Fela,sheprobablythinksyou'llembarrassher.

Her:Butit'smygrandchild,whywouldinothelp?

Banda:I'llcallher,whatareyoudoinghere?

Rotlhe:Iwantedtotellyouthatthechurchis

openingabranchinShakaweandtheleaders

askedmetogoandhelpteachingpeople

around

Banda:They’remakingyouapastor?

Rotlhe:Wedon'tcallitapastorbutiguessyou

couldsaythatinlackofabetterword,someone

hastorunthechurchandtheythinkihavethe



potentialtobethatperson.

Banda:Whataboutwork?

Rotlhe:Thechurchwillhelpoutuntiliam

financiallystable.

Banda:Haveyoutoldyourbrothersthatyouare

leavingthecompany?

Rotlhe:Theyunderstandthatthisisacallingfor

me,ihavetosharethewordofGodwithmore

people,wehavetostudytheBibleand

understandbetteraboutwhoweare.

MmaBanda:(sighed)I'm justhappyyou'renot

thetypetocheatonyourwifeandbeatthem,

sowhateverthechurchsaysgoes.Itlookslike

wehavedoneashabbyjobatraisingthese

boyssoifoneofthem isholysobeit.Youhave

myblessingandwhenit'stimeforSeshato

deliverI'llmoveinfor2monthstohelpoutthen

icomeback.

Rotlhe:Okbecauseshewasworriedaboutthat..



Banda:Ok,letmecallMmaagweNina

Rotlhe:Iheardaboutabortion,ihopeshehasn't

doneityet..

Theyallkeptquietasthephonerang.....

Atthemall....

MeanwhileMasegoandNinasteppedoutofthe

carasshepickedthecall...

Masego:Hello?

Banda:Goodafternoon,you'retalkingtoBanda,

rragweFela

Masego:(pausedandlookedatNinawho

lookeddown)Yes

Banda:Iheardweareexpectingagrandchild,i



mustsayI'm quietsurprised-

MmaBanda:Mphaphone,whyareyoutalking

softly?(tookthephone)Hello?Ifyouabortthat

babyyouwillseeme,don'tforgetthatyouand

melovethepolice.Goandsitdownwithyour

family,tellthem thatyourdaughterispregnant

andyouthrewthefather'sbabyinjailthentell

them thatyouexpectustosupportyour

daughtertoachieveherdreamswhileoursonis

nowaregisteredcriminal.Go...Hagonakoo

taantshabelaatengthemma,didn'tisayit?

Didn'tisayit?Tsamaa,keemetselekwalola

tshenyokagorennabamebanakebaitsein

andout,gabalebengwanawamotsetsanaga

bedi.Tshwanetsegorehobahitilengtengo

ithelemothala,wenaneoregakerebaa

selaselakerayaeng?Bamebaaselasela,ifeel

sorryforallthemotherswithdaughters

becauseiknowmyboysbetterthananyone,

nnekeitsilegorehaasamoithwadisatataa



moithwadisahabammulelakotoronkongabe

otaosianye.KebanabagaBandabao.Madia

abortionaoagorekabukalepenaorekwalele

lekwalo.(Youcan'tavoidme,I'm waitingfor

thatletterreportingmysonsdoing...Youknow

theculture...Iknowmyboysbetterthananyone

andiknewhealreadydiditorhewasgoingto

doitwhenheleavesprisonthenyou'llcometo

me.Usethatabortionmoneytobuyapenanda

bookbecausewearewaitingforthereportof

thedamageourboydid.)

MmaBandahungupthenMasegosighed

discouraged...

Masego:Let'sgohome...Idon'tunderstandthis

womanatall,idon'tknowifsheisevilorshe

justtalkstoomuch.Ithoughttheywilldenythe

baby.Andhowdidtheyknow?



Nina:(fakedacartoonsmile)Felatoldthem?

Masego:Ketagobatolakafeishikeseroahao

ntibile?

Ninalaughedandgotbackinthecar...

AtOarabile'sHouse...

LaterthateveningNatashasatonthedining

tablehelpingherbrotherwithhomework,her

mother'sphonerangbythetablethenshe

shoutedreadingthecallerID..

Natasha:Mama?Mama?..(reading)Mu-muha-

mandi...Muhamand-Muhammadiscalling...Is

ituncleShawn?(shepicked)Hello?



ThevideocallshowedShawnwithLilley

standinginfrontofhim...

Natasha:(smiled)Hi,(laughed)Youjumpedout

ofthewindowtheothertimescreaming

911,rememberthat?Girlyou'resofunny....(in

Madia'svoice)Youisfunny,youisfunny!

Lilley:(laughed)Youweretryingtostealme

Natasha:Bambinocomeandseeyoursister...

Thewindowjumper

Bambino:(laughed)Hello?

Lilley:Areyoumyrealbrother?

Bambino:Nope,ionlyhave3sisters...Natasha,

PillarandPearl..

Natasha:Junioritsthatbaby,don'tyou

rememberher?UncleShawn'sbaby...

Bambino:(gasped)Theonewhodrunkmilk?

OhmyGoshshelookstoobig,howdidyou



growsofast,(coveredhismouthandlaughed)I

oncefelldownthestairsholdingyou..

Shawn:(laughed)Bambinoyoustilloweme

Bambino:(laughed)Thatfallwaspainful,andi

woreaneckbandtoschool...

Lilley:(laughed)YoudroppedmewhenIwasa

baby?

Bambino:Yes,youcriedsobad..Webothfell

downstairsbecauseyouwereheavy

MeanwhileOarabilewalkedoutofthebedroom

wonderingwhatthekidswerelaughingabout.

Shepausedandemotionallywatchedasher

childrenchatted.Sheputherhandoverher

mouthandsmiled....

*

*

*



*

*

.

.

.
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Atthewholesaler's.

Charityreversedthecarintothepickinguparea

thentheguysjumpedintothevanandloaded

thecleaningmaterials.Charitysteppedout

leavingthedriver'sdooropenasshepickedup

hermaxidress...

OneoftheIndiansownersoftheshopturnedto



herfamiliarfaceandsmiledthenhewalked

overtoherholdingapen..

Him:Hi,iseverythingOK?Aretheyhelpingyou

good?

Charity:Yes,wearegood..

Him:MynameisKhan,youdon'tknowme?

Charity:(smiledconfused)No.

Khan:Youbuyhereallthetime..(gotherhand)

lasttimeyoucame...Uh..Witharing..Ithought

youaremarried

Charity:(laughed)Iwas,I'm notanymore..

Khan:Whathappened?Charity:(laughed)I

foundoutheismybrother,sorryIhavetogo.

Khan:(gaveherhisbusinesscard)AndIlove

yourbusinessspirit,youshouldgivemeacall

sowecanhaveaspecialpriceforyoubecause

you'rearegularcustomer.Callmetomorrowuh?



Charity:I'lldothatcosIhavetobuymore

cleaningsupplies.

Khan:Yeah,givemeyourcardtoo.

Charityhandedhercardandheslippeditinhis

frontpocketsmiling,whatahotIndian...Itwas

sofunnyhelookedexactlyliketheydoon

Bollywood..

Khan:Alright,putonyourseatbelt..(Charity

andpulledherseatbeltdrivingout...)

AtCharityCleanersPTYLtd...

MinuteslaterCharitywalkedintotheoffice

whiletheworkersoffloadedthecleaning

supplies,herphonerang...



Charity:Hello?

Khan:Hi,itsKhan...Ijustwantedtocheckifit

wasarealnumber.

Charity:Itis.

Khan:(laughed)Okgood...sendmeyour

companyprofilesothatIcanpassthediscount

offerbymybrother's.Charity:I'llsenditina

minute.

Khan:Ok,butIwillneedittomorrowmorning

becausewehaveameetingtomorrow,ifyou

don'tcallmeI'llcallyou.

Charity:(laughed)KhanI'm goingtocallyou.

Khan:(laughed)Ok,getbacktowork.

Charity:Youtoo...Bye!

Shehungupandlaughedswitchingthe



computeron...

AtRefa'snewhouse...

LaterthatafternoonAustindrovethroughthe

gatewithRJinthefrontseatdancingtothe

music..

RJ:(singingalong)Nomatterwhereyougo...

Remembertheroadthatwillleadhome....

(closedhiseyes)Waletamos!Waletamos!

Choss...(foldedhisfistsleaningoverfeeling

thesonginhisveins)IloveMasterKG...Heisa

legend...(singingalong)MastermasterKG..!.

MastermasterKG

Austin:Butyourefusedtoteachmehowto

dancetohissongs..

RJ:(laughed)Ididn'trefuse.



AustinstoppedthecarthenRefawalkedover

shirtlessinsweatpantsandphataphata(flip

flops).RJsteppedoutandclosedthedoor

whilethesongplayed.Hedidalittledanceand

tangledhisfeettogetherbeforequickly

touchingdownandlaughingwithAustin...

RJ:YouhavetobeanAfricantodothis...

Refa:What?This?

Refanoddedhisheadwaitingfortherightbeat

asAustinsmiledwaitingtoseeifhewould

actuallybeatRJ.Hedidthesamethingbut

better,Rjjumpedtothefrontanddancedthen

heopenedthedoorforAustin..

RJ:I'dshowyouonemove,justone,butyouare



notanAfricanyet..Notuntilyoucanmovelike

so..

Austinsmiledandcopiedbutrigidandslowas

Refalaughedandputhisarm aroundhissonas

theylaughedatAustin...

Refa:(fistbumped)Austinmyman,you'rean

African.Don'tlistentoRJ,ifyoucandancelike

this...

Austin:Iknow...(laughed)Alright,Iwasjust

droppingthisoneoff.Hisbagsarehere...Will

heneedthefurniture?

Refa:No,I'llgethim somefurniture.Hewilluse

thatonewhenhevisits.

Austin:Ithoughtso...Rjseeyouaroundman.

RJ:Sure!



AustinandRJbumpedshoulderswhileRefa

tookoutRJ'sstuff.Austindroveoutthenthe

guyswalkedintothehouseasRefaputhisarm

overhisshoulder..

RJ:Soit'sjustus?

Refa:Fornowyeah,Bambino'smom saidwe

willaskhim wherehewantstostayifhe

choosesherethenitwillbethethreeofus.

RJ:Cool.

Refa:Comeseeyourroom.

Rjjumpedsittingonhisbedandsmiledlooking

aroundthenheopenedthewardrobeand

smiledattheboxofPlayStation..

RJ:Thisisnice...Ialwayswantedtostaywith

youbutyoudidn'thavetime,thanksfortaking



mein.

Refasmiledlookingathim...

Refa:SorryItooksolong...

RJ:It'scool,Iunderstand..

Refa:Let'sgoandcook...Orshouldwebuytake

-outs?

RJ:Take-outs,don'tyouhaveagirlfriendthat

cancookforus?

Refa:(laughed)Girlfriendsarenotforcooking,

wtf!

RJ:I'm goingtohaveagirlfriendthatwillcook

nicefoodforme,Idon'tknowhowtocook.

Refa:(laughed)I'llteachyouhowtocook,girls

lovefoodsoifyoureallywantagirltolikeyou

feedherdeliciousfood.Theyreallylovefood.



RJ:Really?Ithoughttheylikepresents.

Refa:Presents,foodandmoney,I'lltellyouthe

lastthingtheylovewhenyouare16.

RJ:Can'twait...I'llshowyouagirlIlikeat

school,willyoubetakingmetoschool?

Refa:(laughed)Yeah.

RJ:Thisisawesome,Ialwayswantedtobe

withyou...

Refa:(laughed)Ididn'tknowyouwantedthis

thatbad.

RJ:Idon'twantyoutochasemeoutwhenyou

getanewfamily..

Refapausedandlookedathim...

Refa:You'remyfirstborn-son...Noonecan

everreplaceyou.Iwantyoutobehappyand



knowthatitwillalwaysbeyouandmeoryour

siblingsandevenifIgetagirlfriend,Iwouldn't

abandonyou...

Rj:Cool...

Hesmiledandrantowardsthekitcheninhis

socksthenhespreadhisarmsasheslid

acrossthefloor...

Ontheroad....

LaterthatafternoonAkwanamadeaturnoutof

theroadtowardshermother'splaceandaman

inblueoverallswavedaskingforaride.She

continueddrivingthenherphonerang...

Akwana:Hello?



Boago:It'sbeenalongtimekesagobone,kare

gaoretholemalatsia(It'sbeenawhilesinceI

sawu,udon'tvisitthesedays)

Akwana:I'm notamarriedwomanandI

wouldn'twanttodisturbmarriedpeopleintheir

homes.

Boago:Aomma!

Therewasacrackingsoundthensheswitched

offtheengine,hitthehazardlightsandstepped

out.Shelookedunderthecarandcouldn'tfind

anythingthenshegotbackinsideandstarted

thecarbutitwouldn'tstart.

Sheputherphonedownandstruggledtryingto

startthecarbutnothinghappened.Shestood

theremakingsomecallsbutasusualnoone

wasavailabletoassist.Shepostedon

Facebooklookingforamechanicwhiletheblue



overallsmanstoppedby...

Man:Hi,isthereaproblem?

Akwana:It'sfine,I'm waitingforamechanic.

Man:Whathappened?

Akwana:Itjustmadeasoundandstopped...

Man:Ok,openthebonnet...

Sheopenedthebonnetthenhetightenedthe

loosebatterycablesbeforeclosingandsliding

underneathwhileAkwanasteppedoutand

watchedhim.Onlythelowerpartwasvisibleas

theheadandshoulderswereunderneaththe

car.Hesteppedoutholdingawireandthrewit

away..

Man:Tryitagain.



Akwanagotinandstartedit,shesmiledasthe

engineran.Themandustedhishandsand

pickedhisbag...

Man:OShapakere?Tsamayakeutwegoreae

siame.(DrivesoIcanbesureit'sfine)

Shedroveanditwasok..

Man:(raisedhisthumb)It'sgood,youcango...

Akwanadroveoffforawhilethensheparked

underthetreeandwaitedforhim..

Akwana:Let'sgo...



Themangotinandclosedthedoorasshe

droveforawhile..

Akwana:MynameisAkwana.

Man:MynameisAbotle,thankyoufortheride.

Akwana:Youarewelcome,thankyouforyour

help.

Abotle:Itwasjustawire.

Akwana:Whereareyougoing?

Abotle:Home,Ihadtoknockoffearlytoday

becausemysonisnotwell.I'm goingtotake

him tothehospital.

Akwana:Howoldishe?

Abotle:Heis4yearsold

Akwana:Whereisthemother?

Abotle:Wearenottogether,shelonglefthim

whenhewasayearoldbutatleastthisyearhe



goestogovernmentpreschool.Beforehewas

oldenoughforschool,Ihadtolockhim inthe

housetogotowork.IfeellikeImadesomuch

progressnowthathestartedpreschool.Leave

mehere,Istaythisside.

Akwana:Letmedropyouatthehospital..

Abotle:I'm goingtowasteyourtimemysister,I

stillhavetobathhim.Leavemehere.

Akwana:It'sok,Ihavetime..

Minuteslatershestoppedthecarinfrontofa2

roomedhouseandhesteppedout,hisson

stoodatthedoorcoughingthenhepickedthe

boyandclosedhimselfinside.Minuteslaterthe

mansteppedoutincasualclothescarryinghis

sonthenheputacapoverhisboy'shead...

You'dswearitwasadifferentman,helooked



fine...Sofineyou'dneverknowheactuallywore

overallsdoingwhateverhewasdoing.Hegotin

thecarandclosedthedoor...

Boy:(softly)Dumelang.

Akwana:(pauseddrivingandturnedback

smiling)Warengpapa?

Boy:Sepe...(lookingatherhair)Youare

beautiful.

Akwana:Thankyou

Abotle:(laughed)Sheisbeautiful?

Boy:Yes,don'tyouthinksheisbeautiful?

Abotle:Sheistoobeautiful.

Boy:Yeah..

Akwanasmiledandkeptdriving...



Atthehospital...

MinuteslaterAbotleandhissonsteppedout...

Abotle:Thankyouforyourhelp.

Boy:Bye!

Akwana:Bye!

Abotle:Anddogetnewcablesforyourbattery.

Akwana:I'lldothat.Bye.

Abotle:(lookinginhereyes)Bye.

HeturnedaroundwalkingawayasAkwana

smiledthenshesighedandreversedbutAbotle

walkedback..

Abotle:Doyoumindkeepingmecompany?



Akwana:(smiled)Notatall..Letmeparkthe

car...

Sheparkedthecarandsteppedout...

Akwana:Letmeholdhim.

AbotlehandedhissonwhosmiledatAkwana

andsmelledherhair,thelittleboyadmiringly

brusheddownAkwana'shairasshelaughed...

Boy:Papa?

Abotle:Yeahmyboy?

Boy:Shesmellsgood.

Akwana:(laughed)andhetalksaboutmelike

I'm nothere!

Abotle:(laughed)Icansmellhertoomyboy..



Boy:Willyoubemyfriendanddrivemeallthe

time?I'llnotgetinthecarwithsoil,ourcaris

deadsowewalk.

Akwana:(laughed)Ok,noproblem.

Abotlequietlywatchedthem chatandsmiled,

Akwanacaughthim smilingandsmiledtoo..

Theywalkedintothehospitalandqueuedwhile

Akwanaheldtheboywhoeventuallyfellasleep.

AbotleturnedandlookedatAkwanawhileshe

lookedbackathim.

Surroundedbyotherpeopleandthemovement

ofthehospitalstaffpassingby,theystaredat

oneanother'slips.Hislipsweresmalland

smoothandhehadromanticeyes..Thekindof

eyesthatmadeiteasytoseewhathewas



thinking.

WiththeirshouldersclosetogetherAbotle

slowlyturnedtoherasshedidhim,heclosed

hiseyesandgaveherjustapatonthelipsas

theirforeheadstouched.Helookedaroundas

otherpeoplechattedthenhetiltedhisheadand

babykissedher...

Heslowlyleanedbackandtheybothcleared

theirthroatsfacingforward..

*
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AtAbotle'sHouse....



LaterthateveningAkwanaparkedinfrontof

thehousewhileAbotle'ssonlaidontheback

seatsleepingbag,thetwojuststaredatthe

houseasthemusicplayed...

Abotle:Thankyouforkeepingmecompany,

wheneverhehasfeverlikethisIsitalonein

hospitalbenchesanditusuallyseemslikeisat

thereforever.Todaywasn'tbadevenTimmy

wasasbad..Hedoesn'ttalkthatmuchwhenhe

issick,heusuallysleepsalotbut...(sighed)

Thankyou..

AkwanaturnedandlookedatTimmysleeping

onthebackseat...

Akwana:Sowhenyougotoworktomorrow

whathappens?Hewasgivenadayforabed

rest



Abotle:Itookadayofftheothertimetoattend

hisPTAmeeting,theywon'tgivemeanother

day.

Akwana:Youhavehissickleave,can'tyouuse

it?

Abotle:Apparentlyachildhavingadayoffhas

nothingtodowithworkbuthewillbefine,he

knowshowtoremainhomealone.

Akwana:Heis4

Abotle:Iknowthismakesmelookbadbut

nobodyactuallyknowsheremainsalone,i

taughthim thatwhenhecomesfrom schoolhe

getsinsidethehouseandlocksthedoor.He

doesn'topenforanyonebutme.Hewillbefine.

Akwana:Ok..

Abotle:Letmeputhim inside...

Hepickedhissonandwalkedtowardsthe



housewhileAkwanadeemedthelights.

Minuteslaterhewalkedoutandleanedover...

Abotle:Itwasnicemeetingyou,canicallyou

tomorrow?(shegavehim hernumber)Thanks

foreverything..

Akwana:Tellhim isaidgoodnight

Abotle:Willdo,goodnight

Shereversedthecarashefollowedthecarand

closedthegate....

AtMasego'shouse...

OnthesameeveningMasegoandheruncle

togetherwithherauntsatoutsidewhileNina

andherbrothermadetea..



Masego:Keraagorekeemehelajaana...The

Banda'swanttheletterbecausejumpedand

toldthem,howam igoingtofacethem?That

womantalkslikenobody'sbusiness

Uncle:Iknowher,ihaveseenheratfunerals,

shedoesn'tcontrolthingsthatcomeofher

mouth

Aunt:Wejusthavetofacethem,wedon'thave

achoiceatall,youcan'tsupportthebabyon

yourown.Youneedthem.

Masego:(shookherhead)Kagotshabelakae

MaBandaruri..

MeanwhileinsidethehouseNina'sphone

vibrated,sheclickedontheWhatsAppgroup

BandaBrothersandreadmessages.



Rona:HiNina,ijustsentyouP500,idon'tknow

whatyouneed,you'llseewhattodobutdon't

buyanythingforthebabyyet.Wecandothat

around7months.Fornowtryeatinghealthy

andfeedingyourcravings.

Rotlhe:Gasegoreweshouldbeallpopping

equally?

Refa:I'm kindbusy,kebatagothathela,I'm

ewalletingmypart.

Rotlhe:Willsendmineinaminutetoo.

Refa:Done

Rotlhe:Done

Nina:Thankyou.

Shesmiledandclickedontheewalletsthenshe

snappedherfingersandheadedbacktoher

bedroom tocompleteherhomework.



AtOarabile'sHouse..

NatashaopenedthedoorthenLoresteppedin

withhisdaughter..

Natasha:Youcanhaveaseat,I'llcallher

Lore:Ok

Theysatonthecouch,minuteslaterOarabile

steppedoutwithherarm aroundNatasha...

Oarabile:Bambino?Comehere...

Lore:Hey

Oarabile:Hi..

Lore:ThisismydaughterLoretta,Lorithisismy



friendandherkids..

Oarabile:ThisisNatashaandBambino

Bambino:Refaisthesweetestone,that'swhat

theycallmeatschool.

Lore:(laughed)Yoenegaagotsaotseregothe...

Helloguys

Both:Hello

Oarabile:HowareyouLori?

Loretta:(shyly)I'm fine.

Lore:(stoodup)LorettaI'm goingtohelp

mmaagweNatashawithsomethingsalalebo

Natashaautwa?

Loretta:Ok

Oarabile:NatashaI'm coming.

Natasha:Ok

Bambinocrawledtothecarpetandsatbefore



theTVwhilethepreteensawkwardlysatonthe

couch..

Natasha:I'm goingtomyroom toplay

crossworddoyouwanttoplay?

Loretta:(smiled)Iloveplayingcrossword

Theystoodupandclosedthemselvesin

Natasha'sroom wheretheysatonhercolourful

bedandturnedpagesofthecrossword

magazine,NatashahandedLorettaabluepen

andgotablackpen..

Loretta:(laughed)Westarton3

Both:(giggling)1.…2.…3.…

Theylookedatthelistofwordsandquickly



searchedthem onthebox,theyeachcircled

wordstheyspottedwhilechatting...

Natasha:Sowhereisyourmom?

Loretta:Idon'thaveamom,sheismarriedand

shelovesherfamilymore,wellapparentlyshe

cheatedwithmydadsoherhusbandchased

meawayandmydadtookmebecausehedidn't

wantmestrugglingoranything.

Natasha:Yourdadsoundscool

Loretta:Whataboutyou?

Natasha:Mydadwasmarriedtoanother

womanbuthefoundoutitshissistersoheleft

her.

Loretta:Eww

Natasha:(laughed)Tellmeaboutitbutheis

cool,heismyfavouriteperson



Thegirlscontinuedgossipingwhileinthe

masterbedroom LorehandedOarabilehis

phone..

Lore:That’sShawn'semail,itsthecoparenting

form,hefilleditin

Oarabile:(smiled)Thankyou..

Shehuggedhim andhehuggedher...

AtRefa'sHouse....

LaterthateveningRefaparkedthecartalkingto

thephone...

Refa:Alright,I'llpickhim uplater



Hehungandsighedsteppingout..

Refa:Sorryaboutthat,itsaboutmyson...I

askedhim tovisithisfriend.

Kefilwe:Iunderstand,sohowmanykidsdoyou

have?

Refa:(laughedbithislowerlip)Doesitmatter?

Kefilwe:Sheh

Refa:(laughed)I'm kidding..Ba5

Kefilwe:What?Youhavefivechildren?Like ?

Refa:Yes

Kefilwe:Howmanymothers?

Refa:3differentmothers.

Kefilwe:Ok

Kefilwe'smooddroppedasshefoldedherarms



followinghim tothedoor,sheworriedlylooked

aroundasheunlockedthedoor.Hehadanice

car,agoodreputablecompanyandanice

portablehouse..Hadagoodphysic...Ofcourse

hehad5children...Amanofsuchlooksand

moneyprobablyhadwomenthrowing

themselvesonhim andthisonedidn'treally

looklikethetypetosaynototemptation.(sigh)

No,notanotherfuckboywithahotviolent

temperFifi...Voicesranginherheadandonce

againshefoundherselfhavingaminipanic

attack...

Refa:Comein...

Shereluctantlylookedinhiseyes...

Kefilwe:Ihavea3weeksoldbaby,I'm

breastfeedingandithink-



Refa:Youdon'thaveachild,iaskedyouearlier

Kefilwe:Wellit'snotmine,I'm babysittingfor

mysister

Refa:Iwasn'ttellingthetruth,youhaven'ttold

meaboutnothavingachildiwasjustsensinga

lie...What'swrong?

Shelookeddownreluctantly..

Refa:Judgeme,you'renotthefirst..Andyou're

notwrongtoassumeI'm awomaniser,I'm sure

ifyouhad5childrenwith3menI'dquestionyou

ordoubtyoubutit'swrongtojumpinto

conclusionskamothoosamoitse,howmany

goodwomendoyouknowwhohavechildren

withdifferentmenjustbecauseitdidn'twork

out?Noteverypersonisluckyenoughtomake

ababywiththepersontheywilldiewith,some

ofusaregoingkissafewlipsbeforefinally



meetingtheoneswewilltakehometoour

parents.Youlosenothingbyspendingtime

withmeatleastgakehithebanaba

Kefilwe:Iguessyou'reright,I'm sorry.Ijustleft

averybadrelationship2yearsagoanddecided

tostopdatingtogivemyselfabreak.

Refa:Iunderstandandrespectthat,iwon't

makeyoudoanythingyoudon'twanttogape

nnaketilegodiramoririkantetsedingwe

ditswakae?

Theylaughedandwalkedin

Refa:Haveaseat,I'm goingtogetatowelanda

pairofscissors..

Shesatdownandwatchedhim ashewalkedto

thebedrooms..



Kefilwe:Andyou'resoweird,whydoyouwant

undomyhair?

Refa:It'safetish

Kefilwe:Disgusting

Refa:It'sajoke..

Hestoodbehindthecouchholdingapairof

scissorsandpickedabraid..

Kefilwe:(holdingittohernaturalhair)Cutit

from here..

Refa:Ok..

Kefilweputherfootonthecouchandchanged

thechannelswhileRefacutthefirstbraidand

putitasidethenfrownedonthenextonetrying



tofigureoutwhereherhairended,hefounda

bithairstickingoutandassumedashe

chopped.Hespeduptheprocessandcutmore

braidsthenhesighedinreliefandpickeda

comb...

Refa:Ok,nowweundo..

Kefilwetouchedherhairandgasped..

Kefilwe:No!No!Youcutmyhair

Refa:Itstoppedthere,hairwasstickingout

from there..

Kefilwe:(shouted)It'snot!Jesus...Whereisthe

bathroom?

Sherantothebathroom andlookedatherself



onthemirrorandherlipsdrops,Refawalkedin

andlookedatheronthemirror..

Refa:Isitok?

Kefilwe:Youcutmyhair,comeandundoit.

Refafollowedherwiththecombandundidless

thantenbraidsthenhesighedlazilylookingat

thewholehead...

Refa:Braidstsatenggadihokotsege...Ga

berekisagolomogalonamo....(I'm notmaking

anyprogressatall)

Kefilwe:(touchedherhead)Odirileskotaheka

kana(youonlydidasmallportion)

Refa:Lewenammathogoyagagoetona,neke

enyaditse,kelekwetegapennakeaotselaka

theogelakamoso(howcomeinevernoticed



howbigyourheadis,it'salmostthesideofa

rockandI'm sleepytomorrowI'm goingtowork)

Kefilwe:Lennakeatheogelakamoso,oraya

jang?Akerelekweteleolebiditseolebona(I'm

goingtoworktoo,whatdoyoumean?)

Refa:(sighed)Akereyoucanwearascarfthen

wefinishtomorrow?

Kefilwe:Scarf?Scarfatwork?I'm notgoingto

churchI'm goingtowork,finishundoing

Refa:Nnakelapilemma,iwastryingtobe

romanticbutI'm failing.Idon'tknowhowguys

whoundohairevengetthroughhalfthehead..

Hethewthecombdownandwalkedtothe

kitchenasKefilwefollowedhim touchingher

hair..

Kefilwe:Heelatherrawenaokaskeodire



botshwakgawena(Youcan'tbelazynow,we

arenotdone)

Refa:Nnakelapile,mmekeikhutsepeleee.

(I'm tiredletmerestfirst)Let'shaveadrinkand

watchonemovie.I'llfinishyouafter,ipromise

Kefilwe:Youpromise?OtherwiseI'llnevertalk

toyouagain

Refa:Ipromise...(lookedatherandlaughed)

Ekareolerasatafrankanarapist(youlooklikea

rastafaranorarapist

Kefilwe:(laughed)Honestlyotaaheleletsa

akere?Icandotheotherpartwenaodirekaha

Refa:Ee,trustme(pulledherover)Takwano...

Hehandedheradrinkandtheywentbackto

thecouchwheretheywatchedthemovieuntil

shedozedoff,hewatchedaloneforawhileand

eventuallydozedofftowardstheend...



*

*

*

*

*

*

.
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AtRefa'sHouse..

ThenextmorningKefilwe'smorningalarm

buzzedandshereachedforherphoneonthe



tablefollowingitsringtonewhilehalfasleep.

Shefeltaman'sarm aroundherwaistand

leapedup.Shelookedaroundtheunfamiliar

houseandtouchedherhairthensheturned

backtoRefa..

Kefilwe:Refa?Refa?Youdidn'tundomyhair!

Refaslowlygotupandyawnedsittingupwhile

Kefilwequicklyputonhershoesandpickedher

bag.

Kefilwe:Takemehome!

Refa:(stoodup)Yoh,Idon'trememberfalling

asleep.

Kefilwe:RefaI'm goingtobelateatwork,hurry

up!

Refa:(remembered)shit!Yourhair,you'llweara



scarfright?(rememberedagain)RJ!Fuck!

Hequicklypickedhisphoneandmadeacall

thenhehurriedtothebathroom andpeed

beforetheyleft...

AtChelsea'sHouse...

OnthesamemorningChelseasprayedherhair

withsheensprayasthefumesputherina

whitecloud.Austinwalkedinandfrownedat

her...

Austin:Canwegobeforeyoufinishallyour

sprays?

Chelsea:(laughed)Almostdone...



Shewalkedoutandjoinedherfamilyinthecar

asAustindroveout...

Chelsea:BabeIwanttobuymysisteracar.

Austin:Ok,why?

Chelsea:Just,herbirthdayiscomingupandI

wanttogiveheracarasapresent.

Austin:Doesourbudgetallow?

Chelsea:Yes,Ihavesavedenough.InitiallyI

wantedtobuyheraHondafitoldmodelbut

thenIjustthoughtitshouldbethelatestmodel.

Austin:Ok,butshedoesn'tactlikeyoursister,I

don'tknowhowtoexplainit...SometimesIeven

forgetyouhaveasister...

Chelsea:RememberIoncecrushedhercarand

shemademepayforit,Iwasjustalilgirlback

then.That'showImetRonaandhehelpedme

settleherdebt,butIhaveneverforgottenabout



it.

Austin:Thenyou'renotbuyingacarforher

becauseyou'redoingitforallthewrong

reasons.

Chelsea:Ijustwanttoshowherthatacaris

nothing,itshouldn'thaveseparatedus.Mylife

turnedoutbadbecauseshechasedmeoutand

neverfeltanyremorse.Wedotalkbutshe

neverapologisedfo-

Austin:Babeyoudon'tneedanapologyfrom

anyone,youneedtotalktoherandbeopen

aboutit.Whatifthecaryouwanttobuydoesn't

serveitspurpose?Confrontherandifshe

doesn'tapologisethenforgiveherandmoveon.

Chelsea:Ok,I'lltalktoher..

Shetookadeepbreathandsighed....



AtCharity'sHouse...

Charitysighedturningaloneonthebed,she

thoughtfullylaythereforamomentwitha

pillowunderherhead.Shefoundherself

wonderingwhyshecouldn'thaveanormallife

likeotherwomen.Whatwronghadshedonefor

herlifetobewhatitwas?From thevery

beginning,marryingthewrongman,andthen

marryinganotherwrongman,howdidother

womenfindlovesoeasily?Whycouldn’tshe

findagoodhusband?Butthenonsecond

thought...PillarandPearlwoulddefinitelysuffer

shouldshebringinastepfather...(sigh)Yeah,

datinghadjustbecomeabitmorecomplicated

becauseshewasn'tjustlookingforlove,she

neededastrongmanwhowouldn'tabuseher

daughters...Sheknewverywellthatmenlike

herfatherexisted,butshealsorememberedher

schoolmatesinprimarybeingmolestedby



theirstepfathers.Uh...datingwithtwo

daughtersseemedlikealotofwork...On

secondthought,didshereallyneedamantobe

happy?Whatifsheworkedtirelesslytosecure

afutureforherdaughters...Maybethey

wouldn'tbeluckyinloveeither...

Shesmiledthoughtfully,aplotforeachofher

daughtersandatleastabarchelorpadwouldn't

bebad.Refawouldmakesurethosehousesare

builtbyBandabrothers'construction...YES!

There!Areasontosmile...Andhowaboutthat

triparoundtheworld...

Shegotupwithasmileandpulledherlaptop

overthenshetypedherbudgetandpickedher

phonecallingRefa....

Refa:Goodmorning.



Charity:Hey,Iwanttobuythegirlssomeplots,

evenifthey'reoutsideMaunit'sokay,I'm sure

bythetimethey'regrownthesurrounding

areaswouldhavedeveloped.

Refa:Great,butwewillhavetobuildsothat

landboarddoesn'ttakethem back.

Charity:IwasthinkingBandaBrothers

Constructionscoulddothebuilding?Ibuythe

plotsandyoudevelopthem.Howisthat?

Refa:Soundsfair,plusIhavebuildingmaterials

instoragefrom thetendersIwon.Itwon'tbe

hard.

Charity:Ok,I'llkeepyouupdated.

Refa:I'llgetthem ontheweekend.

Charity:Alrightbye.

Shehungupandsighedwithalittlesmilethen

shegothergirlsreadyforschool.....



AtAbotle'sHouse...

LaterthatmorningAkwanaparkedthecarand

knockedonthedoor.Timmysteppedonachair

andlookedoutthroughthewindowthen

Akwanasmiled..

Akwana:HiTimmy,canyoucomehere?

Timmy:(smiled)Hi,Ican'tcomeoutunlessyou

saythepassword.

Akwana:Passwordforwhat?

Timmy:Ifyoudon'tknowthemagicwordI

can'topen.

Akwana:(laughed)Ok,letmeaskyourdad.

AkwanalaughedanddialedAbotle...



Abotle:Hello?

Akwana:I'm atyourhouse,Ineedthepassword

forsomeonetoopenthedoor?Ihavehis

breakfastandIwantedtogoandbathhim.

Abotle:(laughed)Watermelon.

Akwana:Ok,I'llupdateyou.

Abotle:Thankyou.Don'tkidnapmysonplease.

Akwana:AndheissocuteI'dneverreturnhim!

Abotle:(laughed)Bye.

Shehungupandknockedonthewindow...

Akwana:Timmy?Ihavethepassword...

Watermelon



Timmyunlockedthedoorthenshesmiledand

pickedhim up.Shelockedthedoorandputhim

inthecar..

Timmy:(coughed)Iloveyourcar.

Akwana:Thankyou,letmegetyourmedicine.

Youarecoughing..

Shegothismedsanddroveoff...

Atcourt...

LaterthatmorningRefaparkedthecarand

dialedKefilwe...

Kefilwe:Hello?

Refa:(smiled)Hi.



Kefilwe:I'm nottalkingtoyou.

Refa:(laughed)I'm reallysorryaboutlastnight,

Isuckatthisromancething.Iwastryingtobe

romanticbutyourheadseemedtobe

expandingwitheverybraidIundid.

Kefilwe:(laughed)Kantenerraneonthumolela

englantha?(Whydiduvolunteerinthefirst

place?)

Refa:(laughed)Themmasorry,canItakeyou

tothesalon?I'm intheparkinglot.

Kefilwe:It'sbreakfasttimenowsoI'llbethere

inaminute,butsalonwillhavetowaittilllunch.

Refa:Ok...

Hehungupandwaited.Minuteslatershe

walkedoutinalongfloraldresswithastylish

headwraptotheside..



Refa:(whisperedtohimself)Wow...

Shegotinthecarandhelookedatherin

disbelief,somuchbeautywithaheadwrapand

justenoughmakeup.Hestaredatherandshe

frownedwithashysmile...

Kefilwe:What?

Refa:Ididn'tknowsomeonecanlooksopretty

inaheadwrap,youlooksobeautiful.

Kefilwe:Thankyou...

Hereversedthecaranddroveoff...

AtMmaAkwana'sHouse...

LateronOarabileparkedthecarunderthetree



andsighedlookingattheplacesheusedtocall

home,theplacethatboreallherchildhood

memories,theplacetowhichsheavoided

bringingherdaughteroutoffear...Fearof

triggeringherownmemoriestoo.

Shelookedattheoldsmall1room theyallused

tocrowdinandatthefarcornerasmallgate.

Akwanahaddevelopedtheyardandeven

fenceditbuteventhatsilvergatecouldnever

getridofthememories,memoriesofgettinga

bucketandleavingthrough.Passingbythe

Banda'sandseeingacurtainmovethenyoung

Refajumpingoverthefence...(sighed)She

lookedwheresheusedtomakefirewood,it

wasnothingbutaflatsurfacewithabitof

ashes....

Tearsfilledhereyesasshelookedonthe



passengerseatwhereherwhitecoatlaidwitha

tag"DrO.Koko".Shefrownedandlaidherhead

overthesteeringasherlipstrembledthenshe

coveredherfacecrying....

MeanwhileMaAkwanaapproachedthecar

whileOarabilecried.Sheopenedthedoorand

tookherhandhuggingher...

MaAkwana:What'swrong?

Oarabile:Iforgiveyouforeverybadthingyou

didtomethroughoutmychildhood.Igrewup

withoutconfidenceandyouaretoblamefor

halfofwhathappenedbutIforgiveyoubecause

youhavechanged.IhavechangedtooandI

makebetterdecisionsnow.Istillloveyouasa

motherandcomingherealwaysgetsmein

tearsbecauseitremindsmeofwhereIcome

from...(smiledtearfully)SometimesIstareat



myselfonthemirrorandjustsmilebecauseI'm

proudofthepersonIam.

MaAkwana:Thankyoumygirl,parentsmake

mistakestoo.IthinkI'm oneoftheworst

mothersinhistorybutIhaveseenmymistakes

andI'm readytocorrectmyself.Iwishyourkids

knewmeandwereclosetomeliketheyare

withDoris,butthenshehasalwaysbeennicer

tochildren.I'm notsurprisedthatallofyou

wouldratherleaveyourchildrenwithherthan

withmeespeciallyyou...Don'tfeelbad,it's

normal...Andthankyouforyourforgiveness.

Thewayyoualwaysrespectedmenevertheless,

hauntsmeatnight.Youhavenever

disrespectedmeandforthatGodwillmakeall

yourdreamscometrue.

Oarabile:Thankyou...

MaAkwana:ComeinthereissomethingIhave

beenmeaningtotellyouthroughouttheyears

butforsomereasonIalwaysgotdistracted.



Comein...

TheywalkedintothehouseasOarabilerubbed

hernose...

MaAkwana:HowisRefa?

Oarabile:(sighed)Idon'twanttotalkabout

Refa,thinkingabouthim alwaysleavesme

feelingsomehow.

MaAkwana:Iunderstandyoumorethan

anyone,haveaseat...

TheysatontheleathersofasasMaAkwana

switchedofftheTV...

MaAkwana:BytellingyouthisI'm not

influencingyourlifedecisions,I'm justshowing



youhowlifecanbecruelsometimesifwedon't

maketherightdecisions.

Oarabile:Ok...

MaAkwana'sfacialexpressionturnedsadas

shewentdownmemorylane...

SIXMONTHSLATER....

*

*

*

*

*
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AtMaAkwana'sHouse....

Abotleparkedthecarontheshademadebythe

house,TimmyjumpedoutandrantowardsKate

andhersiblingswheretheywereplayingcatch

withtheball,Abotle'sphonerangwhilethey

werestillclosingwindows...

Abotle:Hello?

Voice:ThisisMariafrom QuickCash,

congratulationsonclearingyourloan

Abotle:Thankyou

Maria:Wejustwantedtoletyouknowthatyou

nowqualifyforourmaximum packageof100K,

wouldyouliketotakealoan?Wecansendone

oftheagentstoexplainyouroptions.

Akwanafoldedherarmsandlookedathim,she



justcouldn'twaittohearhisresponseafter

spendingsixmonthslecturingtohim about

financesandevenhelpinghim comeupwitha

planofclearingloans.Allthemoneyhewanted

togiveherandsheaskedhim tochannelit

towardspayinghisdebts...Shewassowaiting

forhisresponsetotheloaninvitation...

Abotlelookedatherandsmiledlikehewas

readinghermind...

Abotle:Iwouldlovetotakeanotherloanbut

unfortunatelyI'm abitfinanciallyliteratenow

andI'm savingforsomethingserious.Thank

youthough

Maria:Thankyou

Hehungupandlaughedatherassheshook



herhead...

Abotle:(laughed)Youlooksosweetwhen

you'rewaitingtosnap,controlyourdaughter

beforeyougivemealittlegirlwithangerissues

Akwana:(laughedandsteppedout)Iwas

waitingforyourresponsesoicouldslapyou.

Abotle:(laughed)Sorrytodisappointyou.

Akwana:Let'sgo

Abotle:I'm abittense

Akwana:Don'tworry,mymom issweetwhen

shewants,don'ttakeanythingshesays

personal.Shedoesthattoeveryone...

Theysteppedoutofthecarandwalked

towardsthetreewhereBoagoandhermother

weresittingonthechairschattingwhile

childrenplayedundertheothertreeasKaene



cutthethicktreesnexttothehousewithasaw.

Boagostoodupfrom thechairandhandeditto

Abotlebeforecallingoneofthechildrento

bringchairs.Abotlerespectfullyshook

Akwana'shand...

Abotle:Dumelang..

MaAkwana:Dumelangwanaka

Boago:(shookhishand)Dumelang..

Abotle:Dumelang

Akwana:KeAbotle....Thisismymotherand

sister,herhusbandisoverandtheirkidsare

over..

MaAkwana:Howareyou?

Abotle:I'm fine

MaAkwana:Whatdoyoudo?



Abotle:I'm anelectricalengineer

MaAkwana:Bigwords..butiunderstood

electricity,doyouworkwithelectricity?

Abotle:Eemma

MaAkwana:Isee,youhaveadegree?

Abotle:(laughed)Eemma

MaAkwana:Isee...Howareyourparents?

Abotle:Myfatherkilledmymotherinwhatwas

termedaspassionkilling,heisinprisonbuti

wasraisedbymygrandmotherwhom welaidto

rest2yearsback.

MaAkwana:OhI'm sorry

Abotle:It'sok..

BoagolookedatAkwana'shipsastheyfilled

thechair...



Boago:Koorewenaononelakae?

Akwana:Oiketepeleasblief

Boago:(laughed)Areyoupregnant?

Abotlelookeddownabitembarrassedand

stooduphandingAkwanathecarkeys...

Abotle:Letmehelphim out

Akwana:Ok

Theyalllookedathim asheapproached

Kaene...

Boago:(whispered)Heisfine,ilikehim foryou.

MmaAkwana:Hejustofferedtohelpcutthe

treeswhichmeanswhenhechecksonmehe

willbringmeatorsugar,ilovehim already.



Akwana:(laughed)Mmebatho!

Boago:Andyou'repregnantAkwana

MmaAkwana:Sheis

Akwana:(smiled)Ihaven'tseenmyperiodin

fourmonths

BoagostoodupandhuggedherasAbotleand

Kaeneshookhands...

Abotle:Eita...

Kaene:Sure...(lookedatAkwanaandbackat

him)KwenanyatsiyagaAkwana?

Abotle:(laughed)Nyatsiorayaengnemonna?

Kaene:You'renotmarried

Abotle:(laughedandgotthesaw)Rianakego

thuseolesegonthoga

Kaene:Legoneonthaaeita?Kemogwekana



golohelawenaonyatsi

Abotle:(gavehim thesaw)True,takethis...It's

yourduty.

Kaene:No,comeon...YouknowI'm kidding...

Helpmeout...

Theylaughedandchattedwhilecuttingdown

thetree....

AtOarabile'sHouse...

Oarabilewalkedinthehousetakingoffhercoat

andthrewitonthebedthenshetookoffher

highheelsandsteppedonthetileinrelief,her

phoneranginherpocketthenshepickeditand

trappeditbetweenhershoulderandearwhile

sheunzippedherpants..



Oarabile:Hello?

Refa:Hi,areyoucoming?Weareallwaitingfor

you..

Oarabile:I'm onmyway,sorryigotheldupat

thehospital.

Refa:Alright..HaveyoutalkedtoLore?

Oarabile:Notyet,I'lltellhim afterthis.

Refa:Bye

Shehungupanddroppeditonthebedbefore

gettingdressedanduntyingherhairtoletitfall

onhershoulders.Therewasaknockonthe

doorthensheslippedherfeetinhersandals

beforegrabbingherphoneandkeysheading

out,sheopenedthedoorandLoresmiled,he

touchedhercheekandleanedoverkissingher...

Lore:(softly)Hey..



Oarabile:Hi...

Loretookoutaringandsmiledlookingather...

Lore:Willyoudomethehonourofbecoming

MrsLoreTimothy?Idon'twantvisitsanymore.

Throughoutmylifeinevermetawomanwhom

iwantedtospendtherestofmylifewithuntili

metyou.Ourchildrenloveeachotherandthey

loveus..Let'smakethisloveofficial...Willyou

marryme?

Oarabilelookedinhiseyesandherauntie's

storyranginherheadandsheswallowed

lookingatthering,Loregotononekneeand

smiledwaitingforherasshetearfullylookedat

her...

*



*

*

*

*
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AtOarabile'sHouse....

Lorefrownedlookingupatherandslowlygot

upastearsblurredOarabile'seyes...

Lore:Babe?

Thiswasamomentsheacceptedwouldnever

happenbecauseapparentlyyoucan'tbelucky



twice..

Lore:Babe?

Oarabilequietlyandslowlygavehim herhand

thenshewatchedasheslidtheringdownher

finger,atearrandownhercheeksandsheput

herarm overherforeheadcrying.Lorepulled

heroverasshecriedoverhisshoulder.

Lore:Babewhyareyouhurting?Ithoughtyou'd

behappy?

Stillunabletospeaksheleanedbackand

lookedatherhand...

Oarabile:(smiled)Areyoureallygoingtomarry



me?Likemarrymarryhelawithcows,adults

ululatingandmewearingtšaleandeverything?

Lore:Isthereanyotherway?

Shelaughedfeelingabitstupidthenhepicked

herupandheadedtothecar...

Oarabile:I'm meetingRefatodiscussthe

childrensinceBambinoismovinginwithhim,

canwegotogether?Helongaskedmetobring

youalongbutididn’twanttostressyouaboutit

becauseyoualreadyhadthisothercase

stressingyou.

Lore:Thereisfamilyandthentherework,I'll

alwaysfindbalance

Oarabile:Ok..

Heputherdownthenshegotinandminutes



laterhedroveout.

Atthehotel...

Laterthatafternoonawaitressapproachedthe

tablewithatrayandplacedRefaandKefilwe's

platesinfrontofthem whileNatasha,RJand

Bambinochatted...

Waitress:I'llbringmorefood

Natasha:Ok

RefapickedfoodwithhisforkandfedKefilwe

whilethewaitressbroughtmoreplates.

OarabileandLoreapproachedthetableandsat

downasOarabileseteyesonKefilweforthe



firsttime,itwasprobablynevereasytomeeta

womanwhoreplacedherbutitmusthavebeen

evenworseknowingsheisyoungandbeautiful.

LorelookedatKefilweandgotsomuchpeace

hesmiledwiderashesatdown,ifeverthere

wasdoubtnowitwasgone.Histerritorywas

saferthanever...

Refa:Heyman,longtime

Lore:(laughed)Iknow..howyoubeen?

Refa:Beenalright..

Oarabile:(toKefilwe)Hi

Refa:(heldherhand)BabethisOarabileand

Lore,guysthisismyfiancéKefilwe...

Lore:You'reengaged?Ididn’tknow,ontsha

magadileng?



Refa:Whereicomefrom whenwesayengaged

wemeanmagadi,puttingaringonherfinger

whileit'sjustthetwoofyouorwithFacebook

friendsisn'treallyanengagement.Kentshitse

magadilaitaka,I'llsendyoutheinvitationtoour

wedding...

Oarabile:It'snicetomeetyouMrsBanda

Kefilwe:Thankyou...

Refa:Anyways....(tothekids)Guyscanyoueat

onthattable?

Thekidsmovedtothenexttable,Refarubbed

anextraoilonKefilwe'schinthenhecalledthe

waitress...

Refa:Ididn'torderanythingforyoutwo,please

placeanorder.It'sonme..



Thewaitressgottheirordersandleft..

Refa:Movingon,totafiancéisan

understatementbecauseKefilweandihave

passedthroughstagesamagadi,wehaddinner

withclosefamilyandfriendslastweekafter

signingeverythingattheDCofficesolegally

totawearemarriedbutwearenothavinga

whiteweddingbecausemybestmanisin

prison,heshouldbeoutin6monthsorless.

ThethingisKefilweisreallymywifeandweare

movingintogethersoonbutshehasherown

houserules,notherspersaybuthowshe

expectsthingstobedone.Iwantedallofusto

meetandclearitoutbeforemovingintoavoid

dramaandmisunderstandings.

Lore:Ok,soundsfair...



Kefilwe:Thanks,babe..(facedthem)Iguess

mostofthethingswillbediscussedovertime

butfrom thestarthelaiwantclear

communicationandiexpectsomelevelof

respectbecauseRefaisamarriedmannow,

youcannotcallhim atmidnightandaskabout

thechildrendespitegoregatweyoujust

knockedofffrom yournightduty.Iexpectmy

marriagetoberespectedthesamewayiwill

respecteveryone.Totanekebatagobuwaka

yonecommunicationandifthereisanything

thatneedstobediscussediam here,idon't

wantasituationwhereyoucallmyhusbandin

secretabokeutwaareoneelangwanamadi.If

thereisanythingneedediexpecttobetold

aboutit

Oarabile:I'm confused,soishoulddiscuss

BambinoandNatashawithyou?

Kefilwe:Exactly

Oarabile:(toRefa)IsthatwhyI'm here?



Refa:Yes,youhavetotalktomywifeandiif

youwanttodiscussthechildren.

Oarabile:Idon'tevenknowher,youhidher

from me!

Refa:Iwasn'thidingherfrom youijustdidn't

advertiseherorpatoyaronakanadinnerparty.

Lore:Well,heissayingtalktobothofthem,

what'stheproblem?

Oarabile:Theproblem?Howdoifacea

strangerandtalkaboutmychildren?Refayou

nevertalkedaboutthiswomannotonce,how

longhaveyoubeendatingher?

Refa:Idon'tthinkthat'sthepoint,Rabiwe

talkedaboutthisremember?Youknewiwas

movingonandweagreedonhavingpeace.

Lore:Rabiwearegettingmarried,shouldn't

Refatalktomeaboutanyofthekids?Ihave

seenhim talktoAustin,theycanevenmeetand

exchangeRJwithoutChelsea,whycan'twedo



thesame?

Oarabile:(leanedbackandsighed)Thisis

different,kebuaenglemothokesamoitsene

bathong?

Kefilwe:You'lldefinitelyknowmeovertime,

don'tworryaboutit.Besideswewerejust

lettingyouknowhelanotthatthereisanything

youcandoaboutit.It'smyhouse,isettherules

andiexpectyoutofollowthem without

question.

OarabilelookedatKefilweindisbelief.....

*

*

*

*

*



..
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Atthehotel...

Thewaitressplacedtheirfoodinfrontofthem

andwalkedawayasOarabilelookedatKefilwe...

Oarabile:Kefilwedoyouknowme?

Kefilwe:(calmly)Nowido

Oarabile:Doyouhaveachild?

Kefilwe:Notyet

Oarabile:Doyouhonestlythinkit'sfairto

expectmetobecomfortablewithyouafter

meetingyoutodaylegonemeetingyouforthe

rulesonly?Idon'twantyourhusbanddarling,i



longdumpedhim andimovedonwithmylife.

(raisedherhand)Thisisanengagementring...

I'm talkingaboutmychildrenasamother,

somethingyoumightnotunderstandbecause

youhaveneversetfootinamaternityward.

Kefilwe:Itdoesn'ttakepushingtobeamother,

lotsofmothershavehadchildrenand

abandonedthem withtheirfathersincattle

posts,villagesandhalfwayacrosstheworld.

Thesemothersspendyearsnitknowingwhat

theirchildreneatoriftheysleepatnightatall.

Withriseofabusivestepmothersyou'dthink

womenwhosteppedinthematernitywardwill

knowbetterbutno,soclearlybeingamother

comesfrom theheartnotmaternityward.

Oarabile:Kanteonalemathatalennanemma?

LoretookOarabile'shandandkisseditthenhe

leanedoverherear..



Lore:(whispered)Babe,I'm angrytoobutdon't

everletanyonethinktheyhaveyousweating...

Please...

Kefilwe:Idon'tknowyoupersonallybutiknow

yourmidnightcallsandhisreasonshasalways

beenthatwabooleatthehospital.

Oarabile:Iwillstopcallinghim,thisarethe

thingshecouldhaveavoidedbylettingme

know.

Kefilwe:Wenaboyfriendyagagowarengka

yone?That'swhyI'm sayingeveryhousehasits

ownrules.Atyourhouseyou'reallowedtocall

babydaddyatnightwhenit'snotanemergency

butinmyhouseitendstoday.Myhousemy

rules,respectthem andwewillhavepeace.

Lore:Weunderstandyou,thankyou.Isthatall?



Kefilwe:ChildsupportyagaNatashaand

Bambino,ineedyoutocontributeatleast2K

permonth.Ididtheirbudget,groceries,school

feesandtheirafterschoolactivities.While

doingthisinoticedRefaistheonlyonepaying

forschoolfees,itwon'thappenlikethat

anymore.Hehastwomoredaughtersheis

supportingwithanotherwoman.Thatwoman

payshalfoftheschoolfees.Nextmonthyou're

payingschoolfees.

Oarabile:Refaandihadanunderstanding,i

havedebts-

Kefilwe:That'swhyit'simportantforyouto

haveanunderstandingwithRefa'swifebutthen

wenahaobuelennaakere?You'renot

comfortablesountilyou'recomfortableplease

payhalfofeverythingandpleasebereminded

thatwearenotobligatedtosupportNatasha,i

am allowingitbecauseiloveNatashaandshe

isawellbehavedchildwhoisbeingliedto



deniedachancetoknowherrealfather.I

believeyourfiancéisalawyerhere,I'm justa

benchclerkandI'm sureheknowsyou're

breakingthelawbyputtingthewrongmanona

birthcertificate.

Oarabile'seyesfilledwithtearsasshelookedat

KefilwethensheturnedtoRefa,Lorestoodup

andpulledherup...

Lore:Let'sgo......(toRefa)Thanksforthefood,

thankyouMrsBanda.

Oarabile'sheelsclickedawayasLorefollowed

him,thechildrencontinuedplayinggames

crowdingthephone.

MeanwhileRefatookadeepbreathandsipped



hiswine,Kefilwepickedhersandsippedbefore

grabbingtheforkandknifetoslicehertuna...

InLore'scar...

Oarabileslammedthedoorandputherhands

overherfacetakingadeepbreathwhileLore

turnedandfacedhim.

Oarabile:BabepleasetellmeI'm crazyand

unreasonable,tellmeI'm thewrongonehere,

am ibeingunreasonableforhavingsomany

questionsaboutthewomanI'm supposedto

discussmychildrenwith?Ididn’tevenknowhe

ismarried,hesaidnothing!Notthatiwantedto

beinvitedbutwetalked!

Lore:Somepeoplereallybelieveinthisthingof

involvingtheirspouseineverythingtheydo



becausetechnicallywhenyou'remarriedyou're

one.Kefilweisbeinghardonyou,obviouslyshe

heardsomethingnegativeorshejustdidn'tlike

itwhenyoucalledlateatnight,iknowI'm not

happytohearyousometimescallhim atnight?

Ididn’tknowyoudothatbutidon'tthinkyou

diditintentionallytoseducehim.Youwerejust

comfortablebuthebelongstohernow,I'm a

manandonlyawomanilovecancontrolme.If

Refawantshiswifeinvolvedinhischildren's

livesyoucan'targuethat.Ihaven'tintroduced

youtoLoretta'smotherandijustdidn'tthinkit

wasnecessarybecausewearedatingbutnow

weareplanningtogetmarried.Wouldn'tyou

tellherhowyouwantthingsdoneinyourhouse?

Oarabile:No,notimmediately.

Lore:MaybeKefilweisjustanononsensekind

ofawomanandmenreallylovethatpersonality

inawoman,youhavetorespectitorelseRefa

willhaveaproblem withyou.Ireallydon'tthink



sheisthatbad,shehashim bytheballsbyi

don'tthinkthereisanythingyoucandonow

exceptmakeafooloutmeandyourself.The

lastthingineedismarryingawomanwhois

hunguponherbabydaddy,iwillnotgothatfar,

iwantaperfectmarriage.

Oarabile:Soit'sOKforhertomakealltherules?

It'snotevenherchildren?Arewegoingto

ignorethatshethinksNatashaisnotRefa's

child?

Lore:Sheistellingthetruth,itmightbe

insensitivebutlegallyRefaisnotobligatedto

supportNatashabecausesheisnothis

daughterbutirespectyourarrangementthats

whyineverquestioneditbutifshedoesn'twant

itthenRefawilldealwithitifhedoesn'tseea

problem withitthenidon'tknow,whycan'tyou

justsupportNatashabyyourselfandtellher

Refaisnotherfather?ClearlyRefilwewillnot

letherhusbandsupportachildwhoisn'this.



Wivesdon'tallowsuchthings,ihaveseen

caseslikethisbaganabasadimonnawabone

athusastepchildkamadiamolwaleng.

Oarabile:(sighed)Ineedtogohomeandsleep,

tomorrowI'm takingmychildren.

Lore:You'renottakingthosechildrensowecan

haveafightwithRefaandplaythecatand

mousethingy,I'm notoneofyourexs,it'seither

yourespectKefilwe'shouserulesandmy

wishesorI'm walkingawayfrom thisscandal.

Youcan'thaveeverythingthewayyouwant,it

doesn'talwaysworklikethat.Refahas

someoneheisputtingfirstandunfortunately

yourwishesareatthebottom ofhisprioritylist.

Clearlyshegetsalongwiththekids,otherwise

youwouldhaveheardcomplaintsabouther.

LorestartedthecaranddroveoutasOarabile

shookherheadandleanedback...



Atthehotel....

LateronAustinandChelseaapproachedthe

tablechattingandlaughingwhileAustincarried

theirdaughter,shesmiledlookingatherbrother

andsliddownrunningtowardsthekids.

AustinpulledachairforChelseaandtheysat

downshakinghands...

Austin:Howareyou?

Refa:I'm good..GuysthisismywifeKefilwe,

BabethisisChelseaandherhusbandAustin.

ChelseaandKefilwesmiledandshookhands

thenshookwithAustin...



Refa:Kefilwewillbemovinginwithussoonsoi

wantedyouguystomeetherandtalkabout

groundrulesoranything.

Kefilwe:Nicetomeetyou,thereisn'tmuchto

discusswithyoureallybecausesofarI'm

happywiththewayyou'rerunningthings,

actuallyineverhearfrom Chelsea..(theladies

laughed)It'salwaysAustinandRefa...Ihope

Chelseaandiwilldiscusshim andifthereis

anythingneededI'm here

Chelsea:(laughed)Firstofallthankyoufor

relievingmehalfoftheduties,50%worryis

yours...ThankGod!

Refilwe:(laughed)MmekanaRJisnottrouble

excepthedoesn'tlikecookingbuthelovesfood.

Healwaystellshisfatherthatwhenhegetsa

girlfriendhewillneverdoanythingexceptsit

andeat



Chelsea:(laughed)That'spartofwhyI'm glad

you'redealingwiththatnowbutihopehe

behavesthoughandifthereisneedforusto

adjustthebudgetletusknow,myhusbandand

Iwilldiscussitathomeandmakean

arrangement.

Refilwe:Noneed,you'repayinghalfof

everythingsothat'sgood,besidesnnaRJgaa

ntapiseakeregapeoskonongwanake...

Chelsea:(laughed)Heiboskono

Austin:(laughed)Heusgoingtobefuckboy

Refa:(laughed)Malobakehagotwegobonywe

Airforcesneakersonline,mxm thisboyandhe

gotKefilwetobuyitonFacebook

Chelsea:(laughed)Irefusedtobuythose

shoes,ahandAustinhadagreedbutthenut

makessensenowwhyhechangedandwantsa

differentlabel

Austin:(lookedathiswifeandlaughed)Ohmy



God!Hegotthem sohewantsaJordans,this

guyisagolddigger!

Theyalllaughedandcontinuedchatting...

Austin:Sowhenisthewedding?

Refa:AssoonasFelacomesout,heismybest

man

Chelsea:FifiihaveabeautySpa,ifyoudare

useadifferentpersonyouandmewillhavea

bigproblem

Kefilwe:Nnyaamma,I'llbethere.I'm aregular

customergalelegalehela..Ijustdidn'tknow

theownerofthebeautyspagorekewena.I

haveacustomerdiscountcard..(tookitoutand

smiledwavingit)Ihavealotofpointssaved

Chelsea:Goodplusregoshapka

discountnyanayagoreocoparentkaha



Kefilwe:(theirhandsmetandclapped)Ehe!

Nowyou'retalking,skarialotogakeipheleletsa

Theyalllaughed..

Kefilwe:OhsorryikeepforgettingAustincan't

understandsetswana

Austin:Keabuamotswanafelathatamogirl

Refa:(burstintolaughter)WTF

Theylaughedandcontinuedeating....

Atschool...

Thenextdaytheteacherwrotelongnoteson

theboardwhilestudentscopiedontheirnote

books.OneofthestudentssittingbehindNina



madeasnoreandtherestoftheclasssnorted

laughing,theteacherturnedaroundlooking

backatthem...

Teacher:Whatisit?

TheykeptquietwhileNinapausedwritingand

lookedbackatthegirlmakingnoise..

Teacher:Mxm!

Theteachercontinuedwriting,thebabykicked

asshewrotehernotesandhepressedsohard

onherbladdershealmostpeedonherself.She

stoodupandapproachedtheteacherasafew

studentssnorted...



Nina:Mayipleasegotothetoilet?

Teacher:Ok(angrilytothestudents)Letogale

swaba!

Ninawalkedout,inthetoiletshesatdownand

peedthensheputherhandsoverherface

cryingforaminute.Shetookoutherphoneand

sentamessagetothegroup.

Nina:Nnakebatagotogelaskoloketaaboa

nextyear,otherstudentsareabusingmeand

I'm notcomfortable.

Rona:YourDuedateiswayafterthefinalexam,

youcan'tgiveupnow.

Rotlhe:Andwhyshouldyoucarewhatanyone

says?

Refa:Givemetheirnames

Rona:Refano



Refa:Ninagivemethenamesofthelead

ringerstrustme,thereisalwaysthatone

studentwhodoesitandtherestbashenama.

Momphe,kemoikadime

Nina:SegomotsoJohn

Refa:5Hakere?

Nina:Ee

Refa:Good,I'm notgonnahitherbutI'm going

toscaretheshitoutofher.

Nina:Ok.

Rona:I'm heldupatwork,iwon'tbeabletopick

youup.

Nina:It'sok,I'llwalkhome.

Rona:No,I'llseewhattodo.Maunishot

besideswewon'twantlotsofpeoplebullying

you.

Nina:Ok.



Sheswitchedthescreenoffandflashedthe

toiletbeforewalkingout.Thesamegirl

chuckledasNinasatdownandcontinued.The

Sirenblurtedandtheteacherclosedherbook.

Teacher:Tomorrowwearewritingatest,see

youtomorrow..

Shewalkedoutandmorestudentsleft,Ninaput

herthingsinthebagandcloseditthenshe

stoodupasmorestudentslaughedlookingat

thedrawingofapregnantwomanholdinga

penisonthechalkboard.

Nina:Ifyouputsomuchenergyintoyourbooks

thewayyoudowhenyoumakefunofmeyou'd

pass.TheE'syougetwon'tgetyounowhere.



Segomotso:(laughed)Bamojele!Bamojele!

Bamorotetse....(singing)Mosetsanagaale

makgakga!

Omoisekomorakeng!

basimanebamorotele!

bamontsheleelakoko!

Basimanebamorotele!

Ninawalkedoutoftheclassandputherbagin

thefronttohideherbumpasshejoined

hundredsofstudentswalkingout.Shenoticed

MaBanda'scarinthesamespotthebrothers

alwayspickherthenshelookeddownand

walkedawaylikeshedidn'tseeher.MaBanda

droveoutandstoppednexttoher...

MaBanda:Let'sgo,lwastoldtopickyou



Ninagotinthecarandtookdownherbagas

MaBandadroveoutofschool...

MaBanda:Howareyoudoing?

Nina:I'm fine

MaBanda:Whenisyourmotherbringingusthe

letter?It'sgoingtobeverydifficultforthe

adultstogetinvolvedifwehaven'tbeen

officiallycalledtoacknowledgeourgrandchild.

Nina:I'llaskher

MaBanda:Ok,howisthebabydoingthough?

Nina:I'm gainingtoomuchweightandI'm

alwayspeeingbutI'm fine

MaBanda:(laughed)You'llbefine...I'm going

tovisitFelaonFriday,I'llpickyouupsowecan

gotogether.

Nina:Hesayshedoesn'twanthisbabyin

prison.BoRonabarearekeskayakwaka



ngwana.

MaBanda:HeiFelatheeneodingaloruri!Uh

youshouldvisitmeonweekend,ihaveFela's

thingsandithinkyoumightneedsomeofthem

likeduvetsandthingslikethat.Kediabahela

kesammotsaakeregaarebotsagaadira

ngwana.

Nina:I'llcomeonSaturday

MaBanda:Ok..

Minuteslatershedrovethroughthegateand

NinasteppedoutasMasegohungthingsonthe

lineandpretendedshedidn'tseethecarasshe

hummedasong.

MaBanda:(honked)Mmelaa!(hummingand

hangingclothes)Skaitirayoosamponee,this

carisverybig...Youcan'tmissit,wearestill



waitingfortheletterunlessNinahasanother

boyfriendwhereyoutooktheletter,

Masego:(laughedshamefully)Ushdumelaa,

akerenekesagobone,

MaBanda:Ok,don'tforgettheletter

Masego:Eemma,iwasjustwaitingfor

pregnancytostartshowing

MaBanda:Eeitshowsnow,bye

Masego:Bye

ShedroveoutandMasegosighedinrelief....

Atthemall...

LaterthatafternoonKefilwewalkedtowards

thesaloontalkingtothephoneandholding

Pearl'shandwhilePillarranintothesaloonwith



undonehair.

Kefilwe:Yeah,ipickedthem from school...

Refa:Don'tforgettotakethem tothesalon,it's

myturnthismonth.

Kefilwe:Reatsenateng

Refa:Bye

ShehungupandlaughedasPillarpickeda

towelbeforethehairdressercouldofferher

seatthenshejumpedontheseatandfacedthe

mirrorputtingthetoweloverhershoulders

smiling..

Hairdresser:Mosadiwhatifitsexpensive?

Kefilwe:Kanakehoo

Pillar:(laughed)Iusebaby'sdarkandlovely



Kefilwe:Themmadon'tpullherhairwena?

Hairdresser:Idochildren,ihavesofthands

besidesithinkididherbefore..

KefilwesatdownandputPearlonherlap

waitingwhileshedidPillar.Charitywalkedout

from thewashroom andpausedlookingat

PillardoingherhairthenshesawPearlon

Kefilwe'slap.ShehadonlyseenheronRefa's

Facebookaccountandsurprisinglyshelooked

muchmorebeautifulinperson.Shetookher

seatwithoutsayinganythingandcontinued

doingherhair.MinuteslaterPillarfinishedthen

Kefilwesatonthechairsothehairdressercan

doPearl'shair...

Hairdresser:Itwillbehardifyou'reholdingher,

putherdownsoshecansitonherown

Kefilwe:Shehasepilepsymma,idon'tknow



whattriggersitidon'twanthertofallwhileI'm

alonewithher.Ithappenedbeforeandshefell

sohardifeltbad.

Hairdresser:Ok,soit'snotyourdaughter?

Kefilwe:No,it'smyhusband'sdaughters.

Hairdresser:Heilakgona,nnaakebatestep

child,babymamaskemagwane

Kefilwe:Butithinkit'sallabouthavingan

understanding,idon'thaveaproblem loving

anotherwoman'schildbecauseihavealotof

siblingsandcousins,wetookcareofthekids

growingupsolovingachildisn'taproblem as

longasthemotherisunderstanding.

Hairdresser:True...

Kefilwe:Pillardon'tgoout,Pearlisfinishing

thenwearegoingtoeat...

Charityplaitedherhairwhilewatchingthewhile



sceneinpeace,shetookoutherphoneand

zoomedintakingapictureofKefilwewithPearl

onherlapwhilePillarstoodbyplayingwith

Kefilwe'sphone.

Shewaiteduntilsheandthegirlsleftthenshe

paidandwalkedoutdialingRefa...

Refa:Hello?

Charity:Hey,iloveyourwife

Refa:Uh?

Charity:Don'ttellheritoldyoubutisawher

withthegirlsatthesalonandiloveher..

Refa:(laughed)Thanks

Charity:Whenam imeetingher?

Refa:Weweregoingtocallyoutodaybecause

wemetOarabileandChelseayesterday.



Charity:Ok,ican'twaittomeetherbye

Refa:Bye

Shehungupanddroveoff...

AtRefa'soffice...

MeanwhileOarabileknockedandwalkedin

whileRefahungupthephone,helookedupat

herandsighed...

Refa:Whatdidido?

Oarabile:You'retheweakestmanihaveever

met...Soihavetodiscussmychildrenwitha

personihavenevermetbefore?

Refa:OarabileI'm notdoingthisbackandforth

withyou,afewyearsagoitrustedyouwitha



boyfriend...Boyfriendnothusband,igavea

consentformychildrentotravelhalfwayacross

theworld.

Oarabile:Youshouldhaveintroducedthis

womantomebeforeyousuddenlygivemean

orderto-

KefilwewalkedinholdingPearl'shandand

staredatOarabilewhoturnedandlookedat

him...

Kefilwe:Pearlycanyougobacktoyoursister?

Pearl:(smiled)Yesauntie!

SheranoutthenKefilweslowlyclosedthedoor

andwalkedin...

*



*

*

*

*
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AtRefa'soffice...

Kefilwe:(smiledandshookherhead)Ican't

believeithoughteveryonewasexaggerating

aboutyou.

Refa:(stoodup)Shewasjustleaving..(hugged

her)Hey...

Pearlpushedthedooropenandwalkedin..



Pearl:Ican'tfindPillar

Refa:Comehere...(hepickedherupandturned

toOarabile)Isthereanythingelseleft?

Oarabile:I'm takingmychildren

Kefilwe:Justbecauseisaidtalktomeandnot

myhusband?Isthishowyouwanttoworkwith

me?SoRefaisthefatheronlywhenheissingle?

Refa:Guysjuststop...Oarabileyoucanhave

Natashabutyou'renottakingBambino.I'm

coming...

HewalkedoutcarryingPearlthenKefilwesat

onRefa'schairandcrossedherlegsasherheel

shined.

Oarabile:What'syourproblem withme?Clearly

youcamewithintentions,mathataagagoke



englennamma?

Kefilwe:Idon'thaveaproblem withyou,ihave

aproblem withyourlatenightcalls,your

inabilitytotakeresponsibilityforyourchildren.I

haveseenbabymamaslikeyouwhothinkthe

fatheristheonlyonewhoshouldpaychild

support.Ithelaeremothoatshwerengwana

kgwediaremonnaantshemadibuteneasa

neelemonnamadigaatshwerengwana.Notin

myhouse,hereyoupayakereicookforyour

child?IbiletotailltalkaboutBambinobecause

that'smystepchildasforNatashaherdaysin

ourbudgetsarenumberedbecauseafterthe

weddingwewillhavetoadjustourexpenses.

Natashahasafatherwhonevertakes

responsibility,takeyourbabydaddytocourt

andstoptroublingmewithyourchild.Iam

Refa'swifenotIsaacBanda'swife,that'sthe

womanwhoshouldbesufferingbecauseher

husbandhadanaffairwithyounotmine.



Oarabilepausedlookingatherandslowlysat

down.

Oarabile:Youjusthateme,I'm sureyouget

alongwiththebabymamas.Youjusthateme

Kefilwe:Idon'thateit,idon'tlikethewayyou

makemyhusbandfeelguiltyandresponsible

foreverything,youmanagedtomakehim

supportachildfor13years...13?andyou

complainwhenIsaytakeresponsibilityforyour

child?Refawaspamperingyouandyoudidn't

evenseeitbecauseyouthoughtyoucouldgeta

betterman.

Oarabile:Ihopeyoursoulisgettingsatisfiedby

allthesehurtfulwordsyou'resaying.

Kefilwe:You'renotgoingtoguilttrapmeinto

bendingmyhouserules,followthem ornothing.

Andforyourowninformationidon'thavea



problem withyoutakingyourson,it'syourchild

anditwillbelessstressformebecausebana

baberekisa.Dowhatmakesyouhappymogirl

butyouwon'thaveasayinhowirunmyhouse.

Nnagaketalelwejalo,I'm notoneofthose

wiveswhocompetefortheirhusband's

attentionledibabymama,idon'tevenknow

whatdebtsyou'retalkingabout,didn'ttheysay

you'readoctor?

Oarabile:I'llgetmydaughtermma,ketamo

ntshamogagago.I'llpayhalfofBambino's

expenses.Isthereanythingelse?

Kefilwe:Calltsamasigorerobetse?

Oarabile:I'llstop,ididsayiwon'tcallhim.So

canihaveyournumber?

Oarabilehandedherthephoneandshesaved

herbeforegivingbackthephone.Refawalked

backinandstoodbehindKefilwefoldinghis



arms...

Oarabile:(stood)ThanksKefilwe,I'llcallifthere

isanythingineedkangwana.

Kefilwe:Thanks,itsMrsBanda.That'swhati

prefer

Oarabile:Eemma

Oarabilesighedandwalkedout,Refarolledthe

chairaroundandswungheraroundasshe

smiledfacinghim thenheleanedoverand

kissedher,heslippedhishandsonherwaist

andpickedherupthenheplacedheronthe

deskandFrenchkissedher...

Refa:Don'tyouthinkitwouldbeagoodideato

putthatDiplomainHumanresourcesinto

practicehere?



Kefilwesmiledandhuggedhim ashelaughed

puttinghisarmsaroundher...

MeanwhileoutsidebuildingLoreslidintothe

parkingspaceandlookedatOarabile'scar,he

sighedandreversedthenhedroveoutas

Oarabileapproachedtheparkinglot.

Oarabile:(wavedshouting)Hey?

Shetookoutherphoneandcalledbutthere

wasnoanswer.Hegotinthecaranddroveout

dialinghercolleague...

Watson:Hey

Oarabile:HeishmmaimetRefa'swife,this



womanisvile.

Watson:Whendidhemarry?Youdidn'ttellme?

Oarabile:Ifoundouttodayandmethertoday

forthefirsttime,andfunnyenoughihavebeen

talkingtoRefaonthephonemonnaasabue

sepebanalebonegakeautwababuasepeka

Kefilwe,iknowNatashaoncecamewithapack

ofdollsonherbirthdayandsaidKefilwegave

them toherbutithoughtitwasheragemateka

theyexchangepresentsatschool.

Watson:Yanongwifeyarengnewena?

Oarabile:Shesaysanythingineedabout

Bambinojustpastthroughher?Whatkindof

nonsenseisthat?WasshetherewhenRefaand

imadeababy?Waitsengwanyanaekareneasa

sologelagoreotaanyalwa.

Watson:Eishkemathatatota.whatareyou

goingtodo?

Oarabile:KetaarengmmaakereRefaleeneis



justquietmmaolesamosadiwagagwea

nchobota,kootengKefilwewatengomonate

totawaitseRefaodifferentandheisjustletting

thisgirlruntheshow.Ontenamogomaswe.I

havejustdecidedtogoalongwithherrulesand

seewhathappens,maybeI'm justbeing

unreasonable,iwanttoseeifherattitude

towardsmewillchangeififollowherrulesand

doasshesaysakeresheisstayingwithmyson

soican'treallyupsethertogaangapa

ngwanakeditshunyetsokanagakemoitse.

Watson:Goodidea,andyoushouldstopcalling

Refawhenweknockoffmmaifshefindsout

shewillswallowyou.Shesoundstoostrict

Oarabile:I'm done,ketserenumberyagagwe

enemosadi.Hoo!Kehagotweit'sMrsBanda,i

preferthatone..

Watson:Tsenamogeh!

Oarabile:(laughedindisbelief)Refathistime



aroundpickedacrazyone

Watson:Apparentlyguyslovewomenwho

haveabitoftheirmother'sinthem,akereyou

saidhismotherislikethat?Maybethat'sthe

kindheneeded.Akerekeyooheislettingher

runhislife?

Oarabile:Refaisjustbeingtoodesperatebut

I'llrespecthischoice,ifitwasn'tformyaunt's

storyI'dshowhersheisnothingbutthengatwe

actinglikethisdelaysprogress,idon'twantto

endupalonelikemyaunt.Whenshewas

talkingifeltshewasmakingstupiddecisions

butthewayiseeitI'm headingtheresoI'lljust

bowtoKefilwe.

Watson:Mmeyoauntisright,sometimesIfeel

likeyoureallyneedtodistanceyourselffrom

Refatoseethingsclearly,spendtimewithLore

andthekids.Heissogreatwiththekidsand

withherNatashafoundnotjustafatherbuta

sisterbecauseLorettaseemssosweetand



they'reclose.LetBambinostaythere,takeyour

daughterandmakeherLoretta'stwinthen

enjoyyourteens,makethem ababysisteror

brother,enjoythatman'smoney,traveland

enjoyyourself.Nnammaittookmeagestoget

overmyexbutwhenifinallydidlifebecameso

mucheasier..

Oarabile:(smiled)Eishwaabuamme,ibile

maabaneLoreproposed,myauntwillbeso

happybecauseshesaidican'tbeluckytwice

sinceiletgoofShawn..(laughed)mustke

itsolopanye.

Watson:Thatamma

Oarabile:Byeletmecallhim,bye

Shehungupanddialedhim...

Lore:Hello?



Oarabile:Hey

Lore:Oarabilennakeakanyagorerekgaogane

becauseyouarenotoveryourex,idon'tlike

feelingunwantedandidefinitelydon'twantto

coachyouonhowyoushouldrelatelebaby

daddyyagago.Ithinkit'sbestigofind

someonewhodoesn'treallycarewhatherbaby

daddyisdoingandwithwhom.Thatwoman

isn'tabusingthekids,Bambinowouldhavetold

yousonnatotaI'm steppingout.It'sover

Oarabile:Lorei-

Lore:Pleasedon'tmakethisanydifficultthanit

is.Thanksforyourtime.Bye

Hehungup...

*

*

*



*

*

*

SinfulDuty

#147

AtOarabile'sHouse...

LaterthateveningOarabilesteppedoutofthe

bathroom andsatonthebed,itwasn'tvery

clearifitwasthesilenceofherhouse,the

lonelinessinherheartorrealisingthatno

matterhowbeautifulshemadeherself,how

hardsheworkedthatchildhoodhorrorstory

wouldfollowhertherestofherlife.Tearsfilled

hereyes,knowingtheevidenceofthathorror

wouldalwaysbearoundhercallinghermama...



Shewasstillsearchingforthatonepersonwho

wouldbelieveherandneverusethatagainst

hernomatterhowangrytheygot.Shestill

couldn'tunderstandwhy"everyone"thoughta

girlheragewouldsleepwithanoldmanbut

thenifitwasn'tforheraunt...Shereminded

herselfoncemorethatshehadforgiven...

Sherubbedhertearsthenshereachedforher

phoneanddialedKefilwe.

Kefilwe:Hello?

Oarabile:HiMrsBandait'sOarabile,iwantto

collectNatasha,willthatbeokorshouldicome

tomorrow?

Kefilwe:Hi,youcancome.Shejustfinished

bathing.

Oarabile:ThankyourMrsBanda.



Shehungupandslowlygotdressed,everything

seemedlikealotofworkbutshegatheredher

strengthandgotdressedbeforedrivingoff....

AtRefa'sHouse....

Minuteslatershesteppedoutofthethecarand

knocked,RefaopenedthedoortoOarabile's

longface..

Oarabile:Goodevening,canitalktoMrsBanda?

Refa:I'llcallher

Oarabile:I'm goingtotellNatashaeverything,

KefilwesaidihadanaffairwithIsakeandthat

justtookallthestrength,confidenceand

anythingthatwasleftinmebecauseithoughti

trustedyoubutitsok.Iunderstandthatsheis



yourbetterhalfandyoucouldn'thideanything

youbelievefrom her,ijustwishpeoplecould

stophurtingmeaboutmydaughter.Loving

Natashadoesn'tmeanilovethemanwho

rapedmeorthaticondoneit.

Refa:IneversaidanythingtoKefilweabout

that,shedidn'tgetthedeeperinformationfrom

me,howdidsheknow?

Oarabile:Idon'tbelieveyoubecauseyouonce

saidisleptwithhim foracupofsugar,please

callMrsBandaformebeforeigetintroublefor

talkingtoyouinprivate.

Refaclosedthedoorforafewminutesthen

Kefilweopenedthedoor...

Kefilwe:Hi,sheisfinishingup.

Oarabile:Thankyou,I'llwaitinthecar.



Kefilwe:Ok

Oarabilewentbacktothecarandsatalonein

silenceasshetriedtoputherwordsinorder,

shewasplanningtorememberanyofthatand

tryingtoexplainitonlybroughttearstoher.The

dooropenedthenNatashajumpedinsmileand

pulledaseatbelt...

Natasha:Let'sgo...

OarabilequietlydrovethecarandNatasha

lookedather,forthefirsttimeshedidn'thavea

questionbecauseshedidn'tknowwhattoask

exactlythoughshecouldtellshewasn'tOK.

Sheturnedandlookedforwardasthecarslowly

moved...



Oarabile:Thereissomethingihavetotellyou...

Natasha:Ok...

Shedroveforwhileandturnedintoan

unfamiliardirectionwheresheparkedthecarat

thegate.

Oarabile:Wheniwasabitolderthanyouihada

friendwhoseaunttalkedtoamanfrom the

neighbourhood,shemadeanagreementwith

him thatshewouldsendthisgirltodohis

washingandhavesexwithhim,inreturnthis

manwouldgivethegirlmoneyandfoodfrom

hishouse.Theveryfirsttimethegirlrefused

andwentbackhomebutoncethereheraunt

beather,shewasagentlechildwhoagreedto

everythingtheelderssaidsoshewentbackand

themanrapedher,hemadeherspendanight

andrapedherrepeatedly.Thisgirlnevertold



anyoneaboutthisuntilthedayshemetayoung

boyshelovedbutshecouldn'ttellhim right

awaytoobecauseitwasembarrassing.Shefell

pregnant,theoldmanrejectedthebabyand

saiditwasn'this.Thegirldroppedoutofschool

andbecameamother,shehadadaughterand

namedherKewame.Meaningsheisminealone.

Shelovedherbabygirldespiteeverything,she

dideverypiecejobtofeedher,sheeven

washeddogs..

Natasha:(smiled)Hernamesoundslikemy

middlename

Oarabile:Yeah,Monthswentbyandtheboy

shelikedcamebackfrom theUniversityand

sawherstrugglingwithababy.Thebabywas

soskinny...(smiled)hercousinusedtobring

herfoodfrom school.Thecousinwassogood

shewashedherbaby'sclothesandbabysat

her...(smiledmissingAkwana)Theguyasked

herwhatherbaby'snamewasandshesaid



Kewame,hewasfullofjokesandmade

remarksaboutthatname.Hesaidno...Hernew

nameisNatasha,from thatdayonwardsthat

youngmansupportedthebabyuntilshestarted

talkingandcallinghim daddy.Helovedherso

much...

Natasha'sstoppedsmilingandfrownedlooking

athermother...

Oarabile:Theoldmanwhohadrapedthelittle

girliscalledIsaacBanda.RaAkofangandthis

iswherehestays...(turnedandlookedinher

eyes)IcannotlietoyouanymoreNatasha,

Refaisnotyourrealfatherandyourrealname

isKewame...

Natasha'seyesfilledwithtearsasshelooked

backatOarabile.....



*

*

Halfabreadisbetterthannothing.Goodnight

family...

*

*

*

.
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AtIsake'sHouse...



Natashablinkedandatearrandownhercheek

assheputherhandoverherchestandrubbed

hereyes,Oarabileleanedoverandhuggedher

crying...

Oarabile:I'm sorry

Natasha:Mamayouwererapedandyoudidn't

sayanything?Whydidyoukeepquiet?

Oarabile:Noonebelievesmeeventoday,

everyonethinksI'm lying

Natasha:Iknowyouneverlie,ibelieveyou!You

havetoreport,yousaidifanyonetouchesmei

shouldtellyou.Youhavetoreporthim.

Oarabile:Idon'twantyouinnewspapersand

otherstudentswilllaughatyouandcallyou

names.

Natasha:(lookedatthegate)Andwhyarewe



attherapistshouse?

Oarabile:Ithoughtyoumightwanttomeethim

sinceheisyourfather

Natasha:Ialreadyhaveafatherthatlovesme.

Pleasegobeforeheseesus.

Oarabilereversedthecaranddroveoffas

Natashaturnedlookingather...

Natasha:Mamawhoisyourmother?How

comeshedidn'tprotectyou?

Oarabile:Mymotherhadatwinsisterandthey

weresoclosebutamanliedtobothofthem

andcheatedthem.Mymotherburnedhersister

inthehouseandshewasarrested,thedoctors

saidshehadparanoidschizophrenia,this

meanssheheardvoicesandsawthingsthat

weren'ttherebutwhenshesomehowescaped



atcourtduringoneofhermentionsandshe

wasneverseenagainuntiltodaybecauseof

thisicouldn'treallybeaddedtotheprogram

feedingorphanssomyauntusedmetomake

moneybutitwasn’tjustme,evenBoagoand

Akwanasufferedtoo.JustthatAkwanacould

saynoandBoagotoo,iwasafraidofher

becauseshewasn'tmymothersoifollowed

herrulesthinkingshewilllovemelikea

daughter.

Natasha:Idon'tlikeyourauntatall,sheshould

justdieandthatdad'suncle.Heshouldnever

talktomeorelseI'llgivehim ratpoisonsohe

candie.These2peoplearetheworstpeoplein

theworldandI'm verydisappointedinyoufor

nottellinganyoneaboutit.Whatdiddadsay?

Oarabile:Hewasequallyangrybutlikemehe

thoughtofyou,thatifwrtoldeveryonethenthe

wholeofMaunwouldknow,peoplecanbe

reallysavage.Theysayienjoyedthatrapewhen



thereisanargumentandidon'twantpeopleto

callyouarapeproduct.Andiforgavebothmy

auntandthatmanbecauseiwantedtoletgoof

thepain.Youshouldtryit?

Natasha:No,thankyou.I'm finewithmy

unforgivingheartandwhenigrowupI'm going

tocommitaperfectmurder,justwaitandsee.

Oarabile:KanteobuaengNatasha?Thereare

somanythingsgoingrightinyourlife,youhave

meandBambino?

Natasha:AndDad...(smiled)SodadknowsI'm

nothisdaughterandhestilllovemethismuch?

Oarabile:(smiled)Heisamazingisn'the?And

rememberwhenyouaskedmewhyyourdad

doesn'ttakeyouanymore?Rememberback

thenwhenhestoppedgoingeverywherewith

you?

Natasha:Yeah?

Oarabile:Wewerearguingaboutourpersonal



thingsandigotsoangryiwantedtohurthim

somuchbyaccusinghim ofsomethingiknew

hewouldneverdo,Isaidiwasgladweweren't

togetherbecausehewouldrapeyouandthat

you'renothisdaughter,hegotsosadhesaid

hewillstayawayfrom youifithinkheisa

dangertoyou.ThisistheonethingI'llnever

stopregrettingbecauseitruinedyour

relationshipwithhim.

Shefrownedtearfullyandrubbedhereyes...

Natasha:Whygivemeafatherandtakeitall

away?

Oarabile:Ittookhim timetogetoveritthoughi

knowitwillnevergoawaybutI'm glad

nowadaysheistrulymakinganeffort.Butnow

thatheisgettingmarriedhiswifemightthink

heshouldn'tbeclosetoyou.I'm tellingyouthis



toprepareyouforanything.

Natasha:ButauntKefilwelovesme

Oarabile:Howdoyouknow?

Natasha:Shedoesmyhair,feedsme,washes

mythingsandshecallsmeherdaughter.Ilove

herandshesaidwheniturn18theywillopen

anaccountformesoidon'taskformoney

becauselittlegirlsgettakenadvantageofif

theydon'thavemoney.Shesayswhenher

motherdiedshehadtolookafteralotof

childrenandmentrickedher.Shewasverysad

whenshetoldme,itwasonherbirthdayand

shesaidherbirthdayistheworstdayofherlife.

Itmakeshersad..

Oarabile:Howcomeyounevertoldmeabout

her?

Natasha:Ididn'twantyoutobejealous,i

thoughtdadwasn'thappywithmecallingUncle

Shawndadsoididn’twantyoutodislikemefor



lovingauntKefilwesoijustkeptquiet.

Oarabile:Ok,doyouknowherfriends?People

whovisitherathome?

Natasha:Nah,justauntCarly.Shelikesvisiting

her.

Oarabile:Isee...

Sheshookherheadanddroveoff....

AtRefa'sHouse

LaterthatnightKefilweswitchedoffthelights

thenshegotinbed,Refaputhisarm aroundher

andkissedherneckastheycuddled...

Refa:(softly)Babewhotoldyoumyuncleis

Natasha'srealfather?Idon'tremembertelling



youmoreaboutNatashaexceptthatifoundher

motherwhenshewasafewmonthsold,took

overandbecameherfather.

Kefilwe:Whyareyouasking?Oarabileasked

youjustbecauseisaiditwouldbefairforRa

Akofangtotakeresponsibilityforhisdaughter?

Refa:Yousaidthattoher?BabeOarabilewas

rapedbymyuncle,iknowshelivesagoodlife

nowbutitwasn’talwayslikethat.Shegotthere

byhardwork...Herauntusedtoforcehertogo

tomyuncle'shouse,oncetheremyunclewould

rapeherandgivehermoneythenOarabile

wouldtakethemoneybacktoheraunt.They

didthatuntilshefellpregnantthenmyuncle

chasedheraway.

Kefilwe'sheartskippedandsheswalloweda

biglumpthensheswitchedthelightsonand

satonthebedlookingatRefa...



Kefilwe:Pleasedon'tjokewithsuchthings..

Refaslowlyleanedagainsttheheadboardand

lookedather...

Refa:MyloveforNatashahasnothingtodo

withhowifeelaboutOarabile,ilovethatlittle

girlbecauseI'm theonlyfathersheknows,i

raisedherandchangedherdiapers.Shecried

forme,shelovesmesomuchitpainsmyheart,

ihavetriedtocuttheconnectionihavewithher

becauseOarabileattimesdidusehertohurt

mebutitneverlastforlongbecausewhena

bondisformeditcan'tjustdisappear.I'm not

withOarabilebutican'tabandonmydaughter,

thisisdifferentfrom anyotherstepchildthisis

mybabyandthefirstwordsheleantwasdad,if

youreallylovemeandwantthismarriageto



worklovemydaughterandunderstandthatshe

isnotgoinganywhere,nooneispayingher

schoolfeesexceptme.

Kefilwe:Peoplecanbesomean...(tearfully)

SomeonetoldmeOarabilesleptwithMa

Akofang'shusbandandigottheimageofthese

younggirlswhointentionallytargetgrownmen..

Refa:NotRabi...

Oarabile'sdefeatedfaceattheofficeearlier

whenshementionedIsaacBandacamebackto

herandtearsfilledhereyes,Refalookedather

andhuggedher...

Kefilwe:Ireallydidn'tknow,I'm sorry.

Refa:It'sok,iknowyoudidn'tknow.

Hekissedherandhuggedheragainthenhe



leanedback....

Refa:AndRabidoesn'twantme,sometimesi

getthefeelingyouthinkyouhavetoprotectus

from Rabithatwomandoesn'twantme.Iwent

toherhouseasasinglemanandbythenshe

hadn'tinvestedherfeelingsintoLore.Iasked

forachancetobewithher,forustogiveour

childrenasecondchancebutyouknowwhat?

Shesmiledatmeandtoldmetogolookfora

beautifulwomanwhom iwillloveandrespect

becauseshewillloveandrespectLore.Weare

nottogetherbecauseshedoesn'tseewhatyou

seeinme,I'm notworthatry.Iholdhurtful

memories,icheatedherwithhercousinsand

brokeherspiritwithhurtfulwords.Shemight

careaboutmebutshewouldn'tpickmeevenif

iwasthelastguyonearth.Youcanrelaxand

gettoknowher,alotofpeopledon't

understandherpersonalitybecauseeveryone



hasanopinionabouther.Thatwomanis

brokenandsoshejustwanttomakesureher

childrenaresafewithyoubecauseGodforbidif

anythinghappenstoheryou'regoingtobethe

womanNatashareferstoasmama.Her

questionsaboutyouaregenuineandiwas

wrongtoassumethatintroducingagirlfriend

wasn'trightcauseinmymindithoughtshewill

probablythinkwhatiftomorrowyouhave

anothergirlfriendthenmychildrenwouldhave

seenalotwomensoiwaiteduntilwewere

marriedwhichwaswrongbecausethenshestill

doesn'tknowyou.Tryseeingthingsfrom her

perspective.

Kefilwe:(sighed)Honestlyididn’tknowher,i

thoughtiknewherfrom whateveryonetoldme.

Refa:Stoplisteningtopeople,kantewhois

people?

Kefilwe:(laughed)Justpeople...



Sheswitchedoffthelightsandgotinbed...

Atthehospital...

ThenextmorningOarabilesteppedoutofthe

carasKefilwepulledovernexttoher,Oarabile

stoppedandlookedather..

Kefilwe:(pacingover)Hey...Goodmorning...

ShestoppedinfrontofherasOarabileputher

whitecoatonandfixedit'scollar..

Kefilwe:Thereissomethingineedtoapologise

for...WheniwastalkingtoyouaboutNatashai

knewfalseinformation.Someonehadtoldme



youhadaffairwithBandaandhadher,you

knowhowwomenare...Itssomethingthatis

goingaroundbutlastnightRefacorrectedme

andifeelveryguilty,imadeassumptionsabout

youwithoutknowingyouanditmadeitdifficult

forustogetalongbecauseicamethinkingI'm

comingtothiskindofapersonkanteI'm wrong.

Refaoletseankgalemellagointerfer'ainhis

relationshipwithNatashaandimustsayI'm

verytouchedtobemarryingamanwhoisable

toloveachildwhoisn'thisevenwhenhe

doesn'thaveto.NnaNatashantsekemorata

butafterlastnightiloveherevenmore.Igrew

upfrom apoorfamilytooandthethingsiwent

throughloweredmyperformanceatschool,I'm

somotivatedtohearaboutasuccessful

womanwhocomesfrom poverty.Ican't

imaginewhatit'slikebeingyou,wakingup

everydaywithareminderofyourpainful

childhoodnonethelesstheiam sorryforbeing

partofthepeoplethatusedthisagainstyoubut



atleasticanproudlysayididn’tknow,judge

mefrom nowonkesenagoitsethenyoucan

sayI'm justliketherestofthem.

Lookeddownembarrassed...

Kefilwe:Sorryievenaccusedyouofwanting

Refaback,hetoldmehowthingsended

betweenyousoiguessifyouwantedhim you'd

justtellhim andoffhegoes.Sorryforderailing

ourconversationtotaitwasaboutthechildren

lewenaongongoregagoreyoudon'tknowme...

Afterhearingyourbackgroundiunderstand,

gapehelaithinkitwouldbedifficulttomeet

someonetodayandsuddenlytalkabout"uh

Natashaisonherperiod,ineed223"

Theybothchuckled...



Kefilwe:Sometimesyou'dthinkofan

investmentyouwanttodowiththekidskanaa

beautypageant,you'llwanttosuggest

somethinganditreallyhastobethefatherwho

makesthosedecisions.Refa'smaritalstatus

shouldn'taffecthisfatherhood.Agoodwife

helpsherhusbandbecomethebestfatherhe

canbe,RefawillalwaysbeNatasha'sfatherand

takeresponsibilityforher.I'm justastep

motherandI'm gladNatashaandigetalong.I

justdidn'tlikeyoubecauseiwastoldbadabout

you,iwastoldyou'reviolent,youbeatRefa,you

poisonpeople,yourapehim andallsortsof

things.Allthesemademetightenmysecurity

andprepareforaviciouswoman..I'm sorry

Oarabilelookedatherandsmiledslowlythen

shehuggedher...



Oarabile:Natashatoldmeaboutyou...Notin

detailbutthelittleshetoldmemakesme

believewewillbefine.IlikeyouMrsBanda

Kefilwe:(laughed)Pleasestopit,iwastryingto

getthemessageacrosswaabona(theylaughed)

Mxm

Oarabile:(laughed)Butitsoundsnice,nnaibile

ketwaetseyou'reMrsBanda...

Kefilwe:Thankyou..

Oarabile:Thanksforapologising,veryfew

peopleapologiseespeciallywomenso

wheneversomeonesaysI'm sorryijustmelt

gapennabathogankebanthayasorry...(looked

inhereyesandblinkedthetearsthattriedto

form)Thankyousomuch,ifeelyourapology

andI'm gladyouseewronginyourwords

thoughyouweren'twrong

Kefilwe:KemosadiOarabile,thereisnowayI'd



makefunofyou.That'snotwhoiam..

Oarabile:(smiledandspreadherarms)One

morehugtocoparenting?

Kefilwe:(smiledandhuggedher)Coparenting....

AtLore'soffice...

LaterthatmorningLorestaredatOarabile's

pictureonhisphoneandsighedthenhetexted

her..

Lore:Mxm

Lore:Koorenekeratanakeleonehela,ke

ithadileibilelehaelestressmogowena?You

usedme.

Lore:Don'tyoumissme?Youreallydon'tlove

me,howcanyounoteventextme,begmea



littlebitorcryforme? Ifeelsounloved.

Lore:It'slikeineverexisted,mmelenna

gakenastresskwano.I'm justhappyand

enjoyingmywork.

Lore:Hello?

Lore: RabiI'm dyingofstress,my

heartisthrobbingabnormally.Canyouhurryup

withyourstethoscope?I'm havingaheart

attackthemma.Youtookanoathtosavelives...

Rabbit? Rabbbbit?

Oarabile:Sheh,odramaboythe?Ijustsaw

yourmessagesjustnow.Gatwegoeng?Ihave

alreadymovedon,ihaveaboyfriend.

Lore: I'llbeyoursidenigga,I'm sohurti

saiditsoverbecauseithoughtyou'llbegme

andgetscaredoflosingme.

Oarabile: Loretheletshelamonate!Ho

monatehophelaakere?



Lore:Aothemmankopabackloveplease?Just

sayLoreI'm sorry,takemeback.Atleast

gakenagobuakamaswabi

Oarabile: Otaabaka

Lore: GodthisgenderneversaysI'm sorry

ThedooropenedthenRefawalkedin,hestood

upandtheyshookhandsbeforetakingaseat.

Refa:Goodmorning

Lore:Goodmorning..

Refa:Iwasthinkingofchanginglawyersto

avoidconflictofinterest,lookingatNatasha's

shareoftheinheritanceandthingslikethat...

Whenyouguysgetmarriedyou'llbetemptedto

shareallthesewithyourwifebutit'sthingsthat

iwanttokeeptomyselfuntilI'm deadormy

childrenreachanageifeelthey'reresponsible



enoughtomakebetterdecisions.

Lore:Ifyouleaveyou'retakingoutofmypay

roll,iam aprofessionalmyclientconfidentially

ismypriority.

Refa:Ihopeso...

Lore:WhatwasOarabilesayingyesterday?

Refa:(stoodup)Shewastalkingtomywife.If

youleakmychildren'sinsurancepoliciesand

investmentI'm suingyou

Lore:(laughed)Youhavemyword...

Refawalkedoutthenhisphonerang...

Lore:Hello?

Voice:HiMrTimothy,I'm attheairport.

Lore:(lookedatthetime)Wow,already?I'llbe

thereinaminute



Voice:Bye

Hegrabbedhisjacketandranout....

Atthehospital...

LaterthatafternoonOarabileattendedapatient

withabreathingproblem intheICU,sheslidthe

oxygenonandcheckedhim againasthenurse

walkedbackin...

Nurse:Docthereisakidlookingforyououtside,

hernameisLilley

Oarabile:(tuckingthepatientin)Doiknowher?

Nurse:Idon’tknow

Oarabile:Isitapatient?

Nurse:No,LilleyKoko.Shejustsaidsheis



lookingforDrKoko,shepronouncesyourname

soweird..

Oarabilepausedandlookedatthenursein

disbeliefassheremovedtheglovesshehadon

thenshepushedthedoorandwalkedout.

StandingattheenquirydeskwasLilley,she

turnedandthebraidedhairwavedpushingthe

whitebeadsatthebackthenshesmiledand

waved.Oarabile'sjointsgotcoldandsheput

herhandonherchestasLilleyranover...

Lilley:Yes,iknewiwillrecogniseyou!

SheranacrossandjumpedonherasOarabile

pickedherupandtearfullyputheronherchest.

Lorestoodashortdistancefrom them smiling



andwaved,Oarabilefrownedtearfullyand

kissedLilley'shair...

Oarabile:(tearfully)OhGod,thankyouJesus...

Lilley:WhereisNatashaandBambino?Iwant

toseethem nownow!Let'sgo..

Oarabilelaughedtearfullylookingatherasshe

sliddownanddraggedherwhiletheywalked

out,oncenexttoLoreLilleygrabbedhishand

tooandwavedbetweenthem.

Lilley:IwanttoseeBambinoandNatasha's

school,doyouthinktheirteacherswillallowme

tosayhello?

OarabilepausedwalkingandhuggedLore,he

smiledandkissedherneckwhilehuggingher.



*

*

*

*

*
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Attheschool...

LoredrovethroughthegateasLilleyrolled

downthewindowlookingattheschool...

Lilley:Wow....DaddysaidI'm goingtotakea

verylongtimehere,willthisbemyschool?

Oarabile:(laughed)Yes



Lilley:Dotheyhavepool?

Lore:Yes,abigone.Doyouloveswimming?

Lilley:Igotposition4inthewholeschool

Oarabile:That’swonderful...

MeanwhileonthewaitingareaLorettaand

NatashachattedwhileBambinoplayedtap-tap

withtheball.Lilleystuckherheadoutsideand

screamed...

Lilley:Surprise!Heeeeey!

Natashadroppedherbagandchargedatthe

carblindlysomuchLorehadtosteponthe

breaksasBambinofollowedscreaming...

Natasha:Thewindowjumper!



Bambino:(laughedrunning)Thejumper!

Lilleyopenedthedoorandrantowardsher

siblingsastheyallfellonthegrasslaughing,

NatashapickedherupandwalkedtoLoretta

whowascatchingupcarryingalltheirbags...

Loretta:(smiled)Isthegirlwhowascalling911?

Natasha:(laughed)Yes

Lilley:(laughed)Ithoughttheywerestealing

me!

Bambino:ThisisLorettaisourbigsisterbut

thereareothertwosisters,PillarandPearl

Loretta:Hey

Lilley:Hi

MeanwhileOarabileandLorewatchedfrom the



carandrolleddownthewindow...

Oarabile:(laughed)Canwepleasego?Ihave

someexcitingnewsforyou...

ThekidslaughedandgotinthecarthenLore

droveout...

Oarabile:(liftedherhand)Wearegetting

married!

Loretta:(gasped)Andbeafamily?

Lore:Yes

Loretta:Ican'twait,iftheteachergivesmethat

compositionaboutMymotherI'llhavesomuch

towriteabout

Oarabile:(laughed)AwwLoryyou'dwriteabout



me?That'ssosweet...

Loretta:(laughed)Youdon'tmind?

Oarabile:Idon't,I'dlovethat

Natasha:Atleastihaveasister!Andasecond

father

Lilley:Soihave3fathers?Bambino'sisalso

mydaddyright?

Oarabile:(laughed)You'resorich

Bambino:(laughed)Ihavetwomothersand2

fathers...

ThechildrencontinuedchattingasLoredrove

thecarandadmiringlylookedatOarabilebefore

puttinghishandonherthigh...

AtPillarshouse....



Charitysteppedoutofthenewlybuiltasthe

painterswashedtheirbrushes...

Charity:PeopleI'm goingback,ijustwantedto

seetheprogressofthishouse

Painter:Aretheydonepainting?

Charity:They'realmostthere..

Painter:Wearedoneheretoo,theonlything

leftisthelastlastcoat.

Charity:Ok,bye

Charityopenedthedoorandgotinthenshe

stuckherheadoutlookingatherdaughters

playingbythetree...

Charity:Guyslet'sgo...



Thegirlsranoverandgotinthecarasher

phonerang...

Charity:Hello?

Khan:Hi

Charity:Hey

Khan:Canwegooutfordinner?

Charity:(laughed)Ican'tmakeit,idon'thavea

babysitter

Khan:Bringthem along,ineedtomeetthem..

Charity:Whattime?

Khan:Youtellme

Charity:I'm goingtocheckonmyniece.Ihave

hernewwheelchairsoiwanttodropitoff,I'll

letyouknowwhenI'm free

Khan:Soundsgood.

Charity:Bye



ShehungandjoinedtheroadasPearlstuckher

headoutside,anangrydriverblewthehornand

pointedatherrollingdownthewindow..

Man:Can'tyouseethatchildisn'tbuckledup?

Charitypanickedandpulledoverasthedriver

pulledoverandlookedatherwhiledaughtersat

inthebackoncarseat..

Man:Ifyouweren'twithyourdaughtersI'dspit

poison,whyngwanaaseonhercarseat?

Charity:I'm sosorry,ijusttoldthem togetit...

Sorryandthanksforlettingmeknow.

Man:(laughed)Otshogilegoreibileonthomola

pelo



Charity:(laughedandrubbedherforehead)You

havenoidea..

Pillarsteppedupandwavedatherclassmate

whowavedbacksmiling..

Pillar:HiLina

Lina:HiPillar..Daddythat'sthegirlwitepilepsy

likeme

Man:(toCharity)Shehasepilepsy?

Charity:Yeah,yourstoo?

Man:Yeah,ipanickedthefirsttimeithappened,

itwassoonafterhermom passedonand

peoplehadallkindsofsuperstitionsaboutwhat

washappening

Charity:(laughed)Lennarra,itwassomething

else



Man:Howdidherdadtakeit?

Charity:Well,itreallycomplicated...(laughed)

wefoundoutwewererelatedsowethoughtit

wasbecauseofthat,itwasreallysadbutit

madeuspartwayspeacefully

Man:I'm sorryaboutthat,bythewaymyname

isAbel,that'smydaughterLina,

Charity:I'm charity,that'sPillarandPearl

Man:Thereisafamilyfundaycomingupthis

Saturday,Canwetakethekidsoutforfun?

Maybewecanhavetimetotalkaboutthecar

seatwhiletheyareonthejumpingcastle,i

haven'tscoldedyouenough

Charity:(laughed)I'dlovethat...

Man:What’syournumber?

Shegavehim thenumberthenumberthenthey

bothdroveoff....



AtRefa'soffice....

LaterthatafternoonKefilwewalkedinand

closedthedoor,Refasmiledandstopped

writing..

Refa:Hey...

Kefilwe:(smiled)Hey..Thereissomethingi

havetotellyou..Ifeellikeyoubeenhonestwith

mebutihaven'ttoldyoueverythingabout

myself.

Refa:What'sgoingon?

Sheslowlysatdownandsighedlookingathim...

Kefilwe:Ican'thavechildren,ihadfibroidsand



theywerecaughtatalaterstagewithmore

complications.Theyhadtoremovemyuterus.I

won'tbeabletogiveyouchildren...

*

*

*

*

*

*
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AtRefa'soffice...



Refaputhishandoverhisforeheadthenhe

sighedandlookedbackather...

Refa:Ihave5children,2boysand3girlsthat's

enoughtosatisfyaman.Ireallywouldn'thavea

problem withitifitwasyourchoicebut

knowingwomenyouobviouslywishyoucould

haveyourown.That'swhatworriesmebecause

iwantustobehappy..

Kefilwe:(sighed)IwanttobutunfortunatelyI

can'tbutI'm happyyoudon'tmind.

Refa:Idon'tmind...(stoodup)AndI'm sorryyou

hadtogothroughallthat.

Kefilwehuggedhim andheputhisarmsaround

herandkissedherneckthenherphonerang...

Kefilwe:Hello?



Oarabile:MrsBanda?Thekidsforgottheir

clothes,theirtowelsandeverything.

Kefilwe:I'm headingtherenow,I'dsaygoget

them butRJisn'thomehevisitedhismotherfor

theweekend.

Oarabile:AlrightI'llbethereinaminute.

Kefilwe:Bye

Shehungupandsighed..

Kefilwe:Thekidsforgottheir,ihavetogo

Refa:Thanksfordroppingbyanddon'tstress

aboutme,iwasevenconsideringavasectomy.

Kefilwe:(laughed)Ok,bye..

Sheclosedthedoorandwalkedoutside...



AtRefa'sHouse...

Minuteslatershedroveinfollowedby

Oarabile'scarthenshesteppedoutandclosed

thedoor...

Kefilwe:Youcancomeinandhelpmepack

Oarabile:Ohgreat,ileftLorewiththekidsI'm

surehisheadiscracking

Kefilwe:(laughed)Heshegetusedtoit,

fatherhood

Theylaughedandwalkedinthechildren'sroom

whereRabipackedthebagwhileKefilwetook

thingsoutofthewardrobe...

Oarabile:Othatsalenglesire?



Kefilwe:Waii,ican'thavemyown..Myuterus

wasremoved.Ihadsurgerybecauseihad

fibroids.

Oarabile:Wasitafullhysterectomyorpartial?

Kefilwe:Hysti-what?

Oarabile:Theyoftenjustremovethedamaged

part,inyourcasetheuterussoifyourovaries

arethereyoucanstillhaveyourveryownbaby.

Kefilwe:Ihavenoideawhatyoujustsaid

Oarabile:(laughed)Mogirljustgivemeyour

medicalcardthensoicheck

Kefilwe:Idon'thavethem

Oarabile:Ok,cometothehospitaltomorrow.I'll

checkeverything.

Kefilwe:Andifihaveovarieswithoutawomb

howwillihaveachild?

Oarabile:Hospital-tomorrow



Kefilwe:(laughed)Ok,okI'llcome..

Theylaughedandcontinuedpacking....

AtRona'sHouse...

LaterthatafternoonRonawalkedinthehouse

takingoffhisjacketashisphonerang...

Rona:Hello?

Banda:Ijustgotacall,Felamightbeoutin

threemonthsinsteadofsix

Rona:Eishatlast...Letmetelltheguys

Banda:Bye,bythewaywereceivedtheletter

from Nina'smother.(laughed)Yourmother

can'twait

Rona:(laughed)Canshepleaseleave



MmaagweNinaalone

Banda:(laughed)That'safightiwillnotget

involvedin.

Rona:(laughed)Bye

Banda:Bye

HehungupandtappedontheWhatsAppgroup.

Rona:Felawillbeoutin3months

Nina: Really?Areyousure?

Refa:I'm callingyouakebateboithought

Rotlhe:GlorybetoGod.

Refacalledandhepickedwalkinginthe

bedroom....



THREEMONTHSLATER......

AtAkwana'sHouse...

Timmywalkedoutofthekitchenwithaplateof

foodandsatnexttoAkwanawhileshewatched

TVwithherhandoverherbigbump...

Timmy:Doyouwanttoeat?

Akwana:(laughed)Nomyboy,I'm fine...(the

babykickedandshesmiledputtinghishand

overherbump)Didyouhearthat?

Timmy:(laughedwhining)Whenisthebaby

coming?I'm tiredofwaiting

Akwana:(laughed)I'm tiredofwaitingtoo...

Heplacedhisfooddowntocoolthenhegoton



herlapfacingherandputhishandsonher

tummy,Abotlewalkedinholdingaplasticof

groceriesandleanedoverthecouchkissingher

thenhepushedTimmy..

Abotle:You'rehurtingmywife,kooresheis

carryingthebabyandyoutoo!Ae!

Timmy:(laughedandgotbackonherlap)I'm

playingwiththebaby

Akwana:Justleavemysonalone..

Hewalkedinthekitchenandputdownthe

groceriesthenhewalkedbackandhandedher

thephoneshowingalandlinefrom Gaborone

area..

Abotle:InterviewonThursday

Akwana:(gasped)Theycalled?OhmyGod!



HesmiledandkissedherasTimmyreachedfor

hisfoodandate...

Attherestaurant...

BoagoandKaeneapproachedthetablewith

KatewhileTulowaited,hestoodupandshook

handswithKaenebeforetheysat.Ontheother

sideoftherestaurantOdirilesmiledasagirl

approachedholdingherphoneandsmiled

blushingbeforetakingaseat...

Girl:Hey

Odirile:Youmuchbetterinperson,Facebookis

lyingtous.

Girl:(laughedblushing)Thanks,nicetofinally

meetyou.



Odirile:Nicetofinallymeetyou...

Odirilewavedthewaitress..

AtCharity'sHouse...

LaterthatafternoonCharitylinedupfive

passportsonthebedandtookpictures,Abel

walkedinandkissedhercheekbeforepicking

uptheirbagandallthepassports...

Abel:Wearegoingtomissourflightbecause

someonecan'tstoptakingpictures...

Thegirlsraninthehouseastheirheelsclicked

onthefloor...



Lina:Aregoing?

Pillar:Moooooom?

Pearl:Keitseyethelfielewenamama?

Pillar:(draggedher)Aenoselfie,let'sgo...

ThegirlsfollowedAbeloutsideasheloadedthe

luggageinthewhiteAbeltravelandtours4x4

Toyotadoublecab,Charitylockedthehouse

andwalkedoutsidestillholdinghervaluable

selfiestick..ShestoodnexttoAbelandpouted

asAbelflashedacutesmilethentheygotinthe

car,sheliftedherselfiesticktakingtheentire

familyasthegirlspoutedraisingtheirfingers

Girls:Cheeese!

Abel:Areyoureadyforatour?



Girls:Yes!

Charity:Yessir!

Abel:Someoneblessourtrip..

TheybowedtheirheadsasPillartookashort

prayerbeforedrivingout....

InAmerica...

Meanwhileinanothercontinentanddifferent

timezoneRJslowlygotupfrom hisbedand

lookedoutside,itwasstillabitdarkthoughit

was5o'clockinthemorning...Itwasjusthard

tosleepknowinghewasinAmerica.Heslidup

theblindfoldandlookedatthewhitesnow...

Heputonhiswarm clothesandjacketthenhe



wokehislittlesisteranddressedhertoo,

minuteslaterheknockedonthedoor..

Chelsea:Yeah?

RJ:IwanttoseeAmerica

Austin:(laughed)RJ!Buddyits5oclockinthe

morning,onlygasstationsareopenatthishour.

Howaboutyougotobedforafewhoursthen

wego'seeAmerica'?

Babysister:Butwewanttoseeeveryonein

America!

Chelsea:(laughed)Justcomein..

Austin:(movedoverandtouchedherbreasts)

No,gobacktoyourroom.Americaisnotgoing

anywhere,wewillbehereforawhile...Bye

TheygroanedandwentbackthenAustinslow

gotontopofChelseaandFrenchkissedheras



sherubbedhisdickonherandslidin...

InRwanda...

BackinAfricaShawnputhisarm around

Metlha'sbackastheywalkedoutoftheairport,

theirdaughterspottedhergrandfatherandran

towardsastheysmiled...

Shawn:(sighedthinkingoutloud)Mom anddad,

wecamebackagaintospendtheholidayswith

yoursouls.

Metlha:(smiled)Uhthankyoueveryone...

(whisperedtohim smiling)Yourmotherthinks

I'm beautifulasalways

Shawn:(laughed)Stopit....



Theybothsteppedoutandbreathedinthenew

air...

AtmaAkwana'shouse...

BackinBotswanaDorisknockedonthedoor,

MaAkwanaopenedthedoorslightlyandstuck

herheadout..

MaAkwana:Yes?

Doris:I'm justcheckingonyou

MaAkwana:Ihaveavisitorpleaseleave,ithink

I'm finallygoingtogetmarriedweareeven

talkingaboutregisteringforReanyalana.I

foundtruelove.Iwaspreachingtothesegirls

aboutthepainoflettingagoodmanpassand

Godgavemeanotherchance.Godisgood,this

oldmanisveryvery...Uh...Pleasego!Wewill



talk

SheclosedthedoorthenDorisliftedher

eyebrowsinshockandwalkedaway...

Atchurch....

Thenextmorningtwoblacklimousinesparked

outsideattheendoftheredcarpetthatled

insidethechurch,younggirlsinwhitedresses

walkeddownthecarpetapproachingthefront

wheretheBandabrotherswerestanding

waitingfortheirbrides...

RefaandFelasmiledasbothNinaandKefilwe

walkeddowntheaisleasthemusicplayed.

Oarabileandherhusbandsmiledwatchingas

thebrideswerehandedtotheBandabrothers...



MmaBandaandBandasmiledadmiringlythen

shecaughtsightofamanpointingather,she

frownedandlookedathim again.Theman

shookhisheadandpointedbehindher,she

turnedtoMasegoandpointedattheman,

Masegolookedatthemanandhewavedather.

Shesighedandlookedaway,imeanifyou're

reallyseriousyou'llstandupotherwisedon't

eventry..Shesighedandcontinued.Likehe

readhermindhesatnexttoherandsmiled...

Man:MynameisNicholas

Masego:Masego...

Theyshookhandsasthepastorclosedthe

bibleandtookashortprayerbeforestarting....



Pastor:Wearegatheredheretodaytojoin

thesemenandwomenintheholymatrimony.A

ringissymboloflove,respectandthe

protectionofthehigherpower.Godloves

marriageandheprotectsitthusweaskhim to

unitethesecouplestoday...Iwillstartwiththe

oldest...Refapleasetakeyourringandtake

yourvowswhileputtingiton

Refa:(puttingthering)Inyouifoundpeace,

loveandrespect..Iwillloveyouandhonouryou

untildeathdousapart..

Kefilwe:(smiled)Ihavewaitedallmylifeto

meetamanlikeyou,todayisaspecialdaythat

ibecomeyourwifeandI'm morethanhappy

becauseiwillalsobeamotherinafewmonths.

Ipromiseloveandrespectyouuntildeathdous

apart.



Thepastorcontinueandeventuallymovedto

thelastcouple...

Fela:(lookedatherandlaughedmaking

everyonelaughbyhislaughter)Imeandoihave

tosayit?BabeiflovingyouiswrongthenI'm

guilty,theysentencedmeforlovingyouandi

servedmytimeinprison,itwasworthit.Iwould

doitalloveragainifihadto...

Nina:(smiled)Idon'tknowwhattosay,thank

youforlovingmeandourson.You'remy

everything...

Pastor:Bythepowervestedinmeipronounce

youhusbandsandwives...Youmaykissyour

wives...

TheBandabrotherslookedattheirmarried



brothersbehindthem,fistbumpedandpulled

offtheveilsleaningovertheirwivesandkissing

them.OarabilesmiledclappinghandsforRefa

likeeveryoneashehuggedKefilwelookingat

herthroughthecrowd,thecluelesscrowd,quite

sinful.

***THEEND****


