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Isatintheroom.Ifeltmyheadgodizzyandfelt

likeIwasgonnavomit.NoIwasn'tcrazy.I'm

butcrazy

Isaidthatcontinuouslyinmyhead.Iscreamed

inanger.No.Please

IsawherwalkingtowardsmeandIcriedasshe

camecloser.

"Noooo!!!!"

Shesmiledatmeanddisappearedagain.

Iwasaloneinthatroom.Therewasatiny

windowandalittlebed,andabucket

Ilookedatmyselfinthelittlebrokenmirror

provided

Ilookedhorrible.

Iscreamedandhitmyheadonthemirror.Ifelt



thebloodrunacrossmyface.

I'm notcrazy.

I'm not.Iscreamedagainandditmyheadon

thefloor.

.

.

ROMEO

"Nathanwegoingtobelate."

Iwasinthekitchenlookingupstairs.

"I'm comingBro"

Hecameinrunningwithhissoccerkitbagand

aball.

him :I'm here

HehadgrownsomuchafterMom'sdeath.I

havebeenlookingafterhim since.It'sbeen10

years.

Hewas10nowandI'm 27years.



Kyileisinvarsitydoingherlastyear.

Irubbedhishairandplayfulpunchedhim.

Heranaroundthecounterwithmerunning

afterhim.

me:Gotya.

HelaughedasItickledhim.IstoppedwhenI

realizedwereallylateforhissoccerpractise.

Wedrovetothesoccerpractisesilentlyuntilhe

brokethesilence

him :Wheninpopscomingback?

Ilookedathim thenfocusedontheroad.

KingleftSouthAfricaandwenttoLondonafter

Mom'sdeath.

me:Soon

him :Ican'twaittoseehim.

NathanhasnevermetKing.

Ifakedasmiledthenfocusedontheroadagain.



WhatNathanactuallysaidmademethinkof

Lubabalo.TothinkI'vealsonevermetmyfather.

Ithurts.

Howselfishhewas.

Hewasn'tevenatMom'sfuneral.

Howselfishofhim.

Whenwegottothepractiseanddroppedhim

off.Hewasonlyfinishingat5anditwasonly1.

SoIdecidedtogototheoffice.

"MrMatthews."

Thatwasthereceptionist

me:HelloTina.

Ismiledandwalkedaway.

IgotintheofficeandJessica,myPAwason

thephone.

Inoddedasshewavesherhad

Istartedgettingsomeworkdone



ItwassurelyabusydaybecauseIonlyleft

workat7,IaskedKyileto

fetchNathanfrom hersoccerpractise.

ArrivinghomeKyileandNathanweresetting

thetablefordinner

me:Evening

them :Hey

Iwalkedupstairstotakeaquickshowerand

everything.

"ThisTaste'sgood"

Itreallydid.Kyilecooksinthehousesince

Gloriaresigned.

her:Don'tyouthinkit'stimeweseeIsabella?

Ilookedatherthenfocusedonmyfood

me:Noit'snottime

her:Whynot?It'sbeen10years.

Istoodupandlookedather



me:IsaidI'm Notready!

Thenlefttherunningroom.

.
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I'm notcrazy.

I'm notcrazy.

Iwokeupinbed.Myheadwasheavy

Ifeltmyheadandithadabandage.

Ifeltbettertoday.IlieddownandIsawflash

backsagain.

Isawherhangingfrom theceiling.Thebaby

crying.

Iwantedtocry.

Ialsohadsuicidalthoughts.Iquicklysatupand

clearedmythroat.



Mydooropenedandanursecame.

Nurse:GoodmorningMissMatthews.

me:Oh,hi

her:Howareyoufeeling?Here'syour

breakfastandpills

me:Thankyou.

Itookitandate.Shedidn'tmove.Shewatched

measIateanddrankmypills.

her:You'resoyoungandbeautiful

Ismiled

me:It'sbeen10yearsandIhaven'tseenthe

world.

Ilookeddown

her:Don'tworry.You'llgetbetter

Ismiled

her:Youhaveavisitor



Iwasshocked.

me:Idon'twanttoseethatperson

her:Whynot?

me:Aftertenyears?Onlyafter10years

her:Please.Shereallywantstoseeyou

Ilookeddown.

ShebeggeduntilIagreed.

Iwalkeddownthehall.Iwalkedslowly.

Itwasmyfirsttimeaftertenyearswalking

downthathallway

IlookedaroundwhenIgottothevisitingarea.I

lookedtoseeifIrecognisedsomeone.

Kyile.

Shestoodupandwaved

Iwalkedtoher

ShesmiledandIsawtearsthreateninghereyes.



me:Hi

her:I'm sorry.Iwouldhavecameearlierbut

Romeowouldn'tallowme.Hedoesn'tknowI'm

here.I'm sosorryIsabella

Shesaidmyname.Itwasthefirsttimeafterten

yearshearingsomeonesaymyname.

Iwatchedherasshecriedsilently.Isaid

nothingatall.

Her:I'm sosorry.Itrulyam

Ilookeddownandthetearsfell

me:Youknowseeingherhangingfrom that

ceilingmademeweak.Isufferfrom depression

becauseofwhatIsawthatday.Icutandhit

myselfonwallseveryday,youknowwhy?

BecauseIdon'twanttothinkaboutit.Howher

babycriedthereonthebedasshehangthere.

Ithurt

Istoppedandlookedup



me:Isaweverything.10years.Fortenyears

nobodycametovisitme.Nobodycametosee

howI'm copinginthishell.

Shecried.

me:Leave

her:ButIsa-

me:Leave

Shestoodupandheldmyhand.

her:IloveyouIsabella

Shethenwalkedaway

.

.

NKOSINATHI

Iwentoutforfreshairafterworkingmyassoff.

Idecidedtogotohomeandbealone.Iworked

enoughfortheday.



Idrovehomelisteningto'Amalobolo'

"NgizalaneZintombizodwa."

Isangalongallthewayhome.

Livingalonereallysucked.Therewasnothingto

do.Iwentupstairstotakeaquickshowerthen

wenttothekitchentomakeaquicksandwich

Myhelper,Gladyswasonsickleave

IateanddranksomeHeineken.

"NKOSINATHI!!"

Istoodupandwenttothedoor.Iknewitwas

mom.ShelivesinKZNwithdadandI'm inCape

Townforwork.

Iopenedthedoorandbenttohugher.Instead

shekissedmycheeks.

her:Mntawananami(Mychild)

me:Mama(Mom )

her:Ujani?Awusafuniukuzaekhayawena



(Howareyou?Youdon'twanttovisit/come

homeanymore)

Ilaughedandpickedherbagsforher.

her:Ungahleki(Don'tlaugh)

Shefollowedmetothekitchen.Sheopeneda

fewpots

her:Uphekeni(Whatdidyoucook)

me:Angiphekanga(Ididn'tcook)

Shelookedatmetheopenedthefridge

me:Anginaskhati(Ineverhavetime)

her:Kwameleutholeumfazikeh!(Thengeta

wife.)

me:I'm notready

her:Asaziuyihlouzonthini(Iwonderwhatyour

dadwillsay)

me:Haiimama

Iwalkedtotheloungeandwatchedsome



footballwhileshedidthecooking

I'm NkosinathiStembisoKhumalo.I'm 35years

oldandthisismystory

.
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NATHI

Mom hasbeenonmychaseaboutfindinga

wife.Iseriouslydon'twantone.IknowI'm not

gettinganyyoungerbutI'm notready.

YesIhavemybasicbitchesbutI'llneverwife

them.Theyjustaftermymoney.Iwant

someonewhowilllovemenotmymoney.

YeaI'm awellknownbusinessman,sowhat?

Iwasatworkdaydreaming.

"Nkosinathi!"

IlookedupandiwasshockedtoseeNandi.



Shelookedbeautifulfrom thelasttimeIsaw

her.Nandiismyhighschoolgirlfriend.I

cheatedonherinourmatricyearandInever

sawheragain.

Shestoodthere.

Shehadabodyofamodel.Herafrowasneatly

combesupandshereviledherperfectteethas

shesmiled.

me:Nandi?

her:Nkosinathi.

me:Howdid-.Waitisthisreallyyou?

Shesmiledandcameovertohugme.

her:I'm sogladtoseeyou

me:Ihaven'tseenyousincethedaywebroke

up

her:ThedayIregret.

Ilookedather,merelysurprised



me:Regret?

her:NkosiI'vealwayslovesyou.Youknowthat.

YouknowwhenwebrokeupIwashurt.

me:Whatdoyoumean?

her:Imissyou.Imissedyoueveryday

me:Nandiafter17years.

Shelookeddownthenupagain.

her:Istillloveyou

Iwalkedtomydoorandclosedit.

me:NandilookI'vemovedon.Thosedayswere

longgone.

her:Let'sbringthem back

me:NandiitwasniceseeingyouagainbutI've

gotworktodo.

Sheduginhernagandtookoutacard.

her:Callmewhenyouchangeyourmind



Sheputthecardonthetableandleft.

Nandihadalwaysbeenlikethis.Wantingthings

tobedoneherway.

Reason'sIbrokeupwithher.

Youseeicouldn'tbewithher.Ialsowantthings

tobedonemyway.I'm athugandit'salways

beeninmybloodsoIcan'tbecontrolledbya

woman

Ifthathadtohappenshewouldseethesideof

Shadow.Therealsideofme

Ineededabreakfrom theofficesoIwentout

forlunch.

AndNandiwasallIcouldthinkof.

.

.

ISABELLA

IranoutoftheHospital.Yes,Iranaway.Iwas



stillinmyuglybigoverallsandIwasbarefoot.

TherehadbeenaincidentinthehospitalandI

managedtoescape.

Iwasrunning.Ididn'tknowwhereIwasrunning

to.Iwascryingandmyfeetwereburning.

Imistakenlyranintosomeone.Itwasahuge

manprobablyinhislate20'sorearly30's.

Hewasdressedformally.

him :Youshouldwatchwereyou'regoing.

OureyeslookedforasecondthenIranagain

untilIstopped.Ididn'tknowwhereIwas.

Isatonatinyrockandcried.

HowdidIgethere?10yearsagoIwasamodel

and3rdyearstudentinVarsity.

Howfunnylifeis.

.

.



NANDI

AfterseeingNkosinathiIlefttogohome.Iwas

tooobsessedwithNkosi.I'vealwayslovedhim

butI'm marriednowandIhave2kids.Butdamn

Nkosi.

Ilovedhim.

Iwalkedslowlydownthepassagetomy

bedroom andchangedintosomethingmore

comfortablebutallIcouldthinkofwasNkosi.

Heishandsome.Tall,darkandmuscular.His

Colognehadalwaysbeenthesamesincehigh

school.

Hehadstronghandsanygirlwoulddiefor.

Inhighschooleverygirlwarnedhim buthewas

roughattimes.Nkosiiseverygirl'sdream.He

hasn'tchangeandhestilllookedlikehis20.

DamnyouNkosinathi.Damnyou.

WhydoIhavetoloveyousomuchevenwhen



I'm married.?why?

I'm NandiThabileDumaandthisismystory
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NANDI

IwasinLunga'sarmsinourkingsizedbed.My

mindwaselsewhere.

WehadjustmadelovebutallIcouldthinkof

wasNkosi.Howhelookedatmewhenhetook

myviginity.Hishetookapartofme.Howwe

lovedeachother.

IsmiledaloneasIthoughtofhim.

LungalookedatmeandrealizedIwassmiling

him :Babyyou'resmiling

me:Iknow.I'm justthinkingofyou

Ihadtolie.Hedidn'tdeservetoknowaboutmy

dirtythoughts.Ismiledathim andkissedhis



cheek.

Lungahadthemostbeautifuleyesandthe

finestsmile.

him :Mybaby.ReasonswhyImarriedyou

me:Iloveyou

him :Iloveyoutoobaby

Hekissedmyforeheadandallowedmetorest

onhischest

Suchadarling.

.

.

ISABELLA

Iwalkeddownthestreet.Itwasdarkanddull.

Everyoneseemedtoknowtheirfinaldestination.

Ilookedaroundanditwasverybusy.Iwasstill

barefootandabitcold.

Isawagroupofkidsdrinkingbeer.Ilooked



aroundagainandIcouldn'tfindanyoneIknow.

Iwalkeddownthenheardsomeonesaymy

name.

IturnedaroundanditwasSindy

ThegirlwhoworksattheMentalHospital.She

isprobablyinher30'sormyage.

Shewasquietshockedtoseeme

her:Isabellawhyyou'rehere?

Youescaped

Ilookeddown.

me:Sindy-

her:Nodon'tsayanything.Let'sgotomyflat.

Sheheldmyhandandwestartedwalking

her:Isabellait'sverydangeroushere

me:Iknow.I'm sorry

her:It'sokay.



Wewalkedsilentlydowntheroad.Allwecould

hearwerevoicesofotherpeople

Wefinallyfortoafewflatsinthatare.They

werepaintedwithacream whitecolour

her:Goin

Iwalkedinandlookedaround.Itwascleanand

veryorganised

me:Niceflat

her:Thankyou.Let'sgetyouintoawarm bath

andwhileyoubathI'llpreparesomethingtoeat

me:ThankyouSindy

Sheshowedmetothebathroom andleftto

makeusfood.

Itookalongshower.WhenIwasfinallydoneI

driedmybody

me:Sindy

her:I'm assumingyouneedclothes



Shedisappearedintoaroom thencameback

withapairofpyjamas

her:Hereyougo

me:Whyyou'redoingthisforme?

her:BecauseIlikeyou

Withthatsaidsheleft.

Igotdressed.Thepyjamaswereabittightbut

theydidfit.

her:Whydidyourunaway?

WewereintheloungeeatingSpaghettiand

mince.

me:It'shorriblethere

her:Iknowbutitwasn'tnecessaryforyouto

runaway.Youcouldhavebeencaught

Ilookeddown

her:YoucanstaywithmeandI'llhelpyoufind

ajobsomewhere



me:Really?

her:IsabellaIlostmyhusbandandtwokidsas

wellasmysisterinacaraccidenttwoyears

ago.Ineedsomeone.AndI'm happyIgotyou.

Isawtearsthreateninghereyes

me:I'm trulysorry

her:It'sokay

Wesharedahugandateoveralightconvo.

Thiswasthestartofanewchapter.Ihadto

makeitwork

.

.

NATHI

Imademyownfoodsincemom hadleft.

IsatinfrontoftheTVwithbottleofHeineken

andfood.

I'm atypicalZulumansomeatwaswhatIate



everyday.Ihadjustcamebackfrom meeting

thegentsfrom theforce

"NKOSINATHI!!!!!"

Someonekeptbangingonmydoor

IopenedanditwasNandi

me:Howdid-

Sheclosedmymouthwiththetipofherfinger

andtookoffthecoatshewaswearing

Damn.

Herbodywasrevealedandshewaswearinga

blacklingeriewithredheels.

Shetookastepbackandlookedatme

ShethenkissedmeandIresponded.

Thekisswasrough,longandpassionate

NextthingwewereonmybedandIwasontop

ofher.HerlingeriewasoffandIwasnaked.I

insertedacondom thenwentinwithouta



warning.

Amoanescapedhermouth

ShegroanedandmoanedasIwentdeeperand

faster.

Icollapsedontopofherafteroursteamy

session

me:Damn

her:Iloveyou

IgotoffherasIcaughtmybreath

me:Goshower

Iworemyadidasshortsandwentdownstairs

foranotherHeineken
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NATHI

IdrankthemyHeineken.IwaitedforNandito

finishshowering.Shewastalkinglong.Iwanted



heroutofmyhouse.

Iheardfootstepscomingfrom thestairs

her:BabyI'm done.

Ilookedather.

me:I'm notyourbaby.You'remarried

her:But-

me:Gogetyourcoat.I'lldropyouoffathome.

her:ActuallyIcamewithmycar

me:Great.Youknowthewaytothedoorkesis.

Iwalkedawayandwenttomakeafewphone

calls.

.

.

ISABELLA

Iwokeupthenextmorningandwentstraightto

thekitchen.Sindywasnowheretobefound.



Sheleftalittlenoteonthefridge

"MorningIsabella.Ialreadyleftforwork.Ileft

youR200incaseyouneedanything.

Seeyoulater.

Sindy."

Iopenedthefridgetolookforbreakfastandit

wasdry.

IwenttochangeintoclothesSindyhadputon

thebedroom couch.Iwashedmyfacethen

wentouttobuyfoodIcouldeat.

Iboughtbread,eggsandmilkandabarof

chocolate.Iwalkedbacktotheflatthenmade

myselfbreakfast.

AfterbreakfastIwatchedTVuntilIgotbored.I

decidedtogobacktobedsinceIhadnothingto

do.

.

.



NANDI

Nkosicanbeveryrude.Whathedidlastnight

wasnoton.DoesheevenrememberI'm his

firstlove.

Iguessnot

Iwokeupthenextmorningandgotreadyfor

work.Thekidshadalreadyleftwiththeirfather

soIwasalone.

Iwentdownstairsforbreakfastthendecidedto

callNkosi.Ihadtoconfronthim.

Hisphonerangafewtimesandagirlpickedit

up.

voice:Hi.Whoam Italkingto?

Iimmediatelyhungupandcontinuedwithmy

breakfast.

Howcouldhedothistome?

NkosiandIlovedeachother.Watreally

happened?Wheredidoutlovego.?



IlostmyappetiteimmediatelysoIdecidedto

leaveforwork.

.

.

ROMEO

Ihadreceivedacallfrom theMentalHospital

tellingmeIsabellaescaped.

Wherecouldshepossiblybe?

Sheknewnoonebesidesusbutshedidn't

comehomelastnight.

Iwasworriedabouther.Imayhavenotvisited

heratthehospitalbutIstilllovedherandshe's

stillmysister.

Isatonthecouchandthoughtwhereshecould

be.

"Romeo!"

ItwasKyile



her:Iheardthenews.

me:I'm worriedKyile

her:ItoldyouweshouldhavetakenIsabella.

Shewouldbesafewithus.

Shesatdownandcried

me:I'm sorryKyile.

her:Ifanythinghappenstoher.You'reno

longermybrother.I'llhateyouRomeo

Iwatchedasshestormedouttheroom

Thiswasamess.

.

Iknowit'sshortI'm busy
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ISABELLA

AfewweekshadpassedandIwasstillstaying



withSindy.ShehadgottenmeajobandIwas

startingtoday.Iwasbothexcitedandnervous.

Iwokeupearlythatday.Ibathed,driedand

lotionedmybody.SindyandIhadgone

shoppingtobuymeclothesandshoesaswell

asotherthingsIneeded.

SoIworeblackjeans,theT-shirtIwasgiven

andblackallstars.Itiedmyhairintoabunand

worealittlemake-up.Ithenwentdownstairsto

makebreakfast.

Imadebacon,eggs,cheeseslices,Vienna'sand

toastedbreadwithcoffee.

Sindyjoinedmelaterandwehadbreakfastover

alightconversation.

her:Sohowyoufeeling?Areyounervous?

me:Bothnervousandexcited.

Shesmiled.

her:You'llbefine.Nkosinathiisagoodman.



me:Lookslikeyoulikehim ?

Shelaughed.

her:Hismybrother.

me:Oh.

Webothlaughed.

Afterbreakfastshedroppedmeoffatwork.

Themanager,Laylashowedmearoundans

introducedmetootherstaffmember.Icouldn't

meettheownertoday,hewastakingadayoff.

Istartedworkalmostimmediately.

Theplacewasfullinanhour'stimeandonly

richpeoplecamehere.

Itisaveryfancyrestaurant.

Whatastart.

.

.

NATHI



Theseweekshavebeenlong.NandiandIhad

becomesexbuddiesbutIknowshewanted

more.IwasoverherandIsawherasnothing

butafuckbuddy.

Anyways

Idecidedtotakeadayofffrom bothbeinga

businessmanandarestaurantowner.Ineeded

timeaway.

Iwokeuplaterthatday,tookabathandchilled

athome.

MyphonerangasIwaswatchingtherepeatof

asoccermatch.

ItwasGunnar

Him :Boss

me:Khambani(what'sgoingon?)

him :Boss,hisback

me:Fuck!What?Whendidhecomeback?



him :Afewweeksback

me:Andyoutellingmethisnow

him :Ionlyfoundoutyesterdayboss.

me:FuckGunnar.KantiwhatdoIpayyoufor?

Fuckman!

him :Eishhadeboss(Sorry)

me:Makesureyouwatchhiseverymoveand

updatemeonthedetailsyoufind.

him :Shoboss.

IhungupandcalledHammer

him :Shadowhowareyouboy?

me:Firstofallyoudon'tcallmeboy.Secondly

wedon'thavetimeforapettytalkandlastly

Lungaisback.

him :Fuckwhat?

me:Myreactionexactly.

Hammerismybestfriend.Wegotwayback



from creche.

him :Thatmotherfucker

me:AreyouthinkingwhatI'm thinking?

him :Mygunisreadybabe.

me:I'm notyourbabeThokozani

Wethensharedalaugh.

HowIlovedmynigga.

me:Okayenough.Telltheboyswe'llmeetat

theforcetonight

him :Sho

Ihungupandwhistled

Iseeawar.

.

.

ISABELLA

Iwasonlyleavingat9soIstillhad2more



hoursleft.

Therestaurantwasstillpackedandmore

peoplewestillcomingin

AsIwasdaydreamingagroupofmencamein.

Theysaidnothingtoeachother.Theyall

walkedcamlytoatablefarfrom everyone.The

arewascoveredinaglasswallandnoonehad

beentherethewholeday.Mymainfocuswas

onthetallestofthem all.Hewastallanddark.

Hehadbeautifuleyesbutthemostseriousbut

handsomeface.Ihadn'tseensomeonethat

handsomesinceI'dbeenoutofthehospital.

Hewaswearingjeans,whitelacostegolfT-shirt

andwhiteNikesneakers.Theyallwalkedinand

satdown.

Laylawalkedonoutofnowhere

her:Youseethosementhere?

Shepointedatthemenwhohadjustcamein.



Inodded

her:Pleasetakethistothem

me:Okay

Shegave5bottlesofbeerandIwalkedtothem

Igavethem theirbeerandasIwasaboutto

walkawaytheguyIwaslookingatearlierheld

mywaisttightly

him :Don'tyougreetyourcustomers

Ilookedathishand

Irolledmyeyesathim

him :Don'trollyoureyesatme

Hesaidthatinadeepvoiceanditcameoutas

acommand

me:Orwhat?

him :DoyouknowwhoIam ?

Ilaughed



me:I'm notheretoknowwhoeveryoneis.I'm

heretowork.NowifyouwillexcuseIneedto

getbacktowork.

Heletgoofme.

him :Leave.

HegavemethescariestfaceandIleft

immediately

Howrudeheis.

Ididmyshiftthenleftfortheday.

Whataday
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NATHI

Iwenthomeafterthemeetingwiththeboysat

myrestaurantwhichwecallour"force.".

IwasstillshockedbytheattitudeofthegirlI

metearlieronwhohappenedtobemynew



employee.

Shespoketomeinawaynoonehaseverhad.

Shehadconfidenceandsomethingelsemy

mindcouldn'tgetto.

Ihavetoadmitshe'sbeautiful.Shehasthe

tiniestfigureandthemostcurvyhipsand

biggestass.

Herhairiscurlyandverydark.Shehasthe

mostbeautifulhazeleyesaccompaniedbylong,

thickeyelashesandeyebrows.Shehastinypink

lipsandabeautifulstraightteeth.

Damn.Suchbeauty

ButshewasstillrudeandIhadtotalktoher.

Iwasdisturbedbyaknockonmydoor.Iwent

tocheckanditwasNandi.

ShesmiledwhenIopenedthedoor.

her:Nkosi.Unjani(howareyou?)

CanIcomeinplease.



Ilookedatherthenmadespaceforhertocome

in.

Isaidnothing.

Shesatonthecouchandfoldedherarms.I

wonderedifsheeverspendstimewithher

family?She'sabusywomanandanyfreetime

shegetsshe'shere.

Istillsaidnothing.

Shealsosaidnothinginsteadshekeptlooking

atmelikealostpuppy.

IwalkedtothefridgeandgotsomeHeineken.

Ifinallydecidedtobreakinawkwardsilence

me:Nandiwhyyouhere?

Shelookeddownandstartedplayingwithher

newlymadenails.

me:Nandi?

Shelookedup



me:Whyyou'rehere?

her:I'm heretotellyouI'm divorcednow.So

youcanhavemeallbyyourself

me:ButIdidn'thaveaproblem sharingyou.

her:WellIdid.Ihadtochoosebetweenyou

andmyhusbandandIchoseyoumylove.

Igaveheradeathstare.

Shelookeddownimmediately.

me:ListenhereNandi.I'm notyourloveandI

don'twantyou.

her:Butyoucanmarrymenow!

Shescreamed.

me:NandiIdon'twanttomarryyou.

her:ButNkosiI-

me:No!Getthehelloutofmyhouse.

her:Please



Igaveheraseriousfaceandshestoodup

her:I'llleave.

ShewalkedoutandIsatonthecouch.

Nandihasalwaysbeentrouble.

WhatwasIthinkingallowingherbackintomy

life?

Thiswasabigmess.

ButIhadbiggerproblemslikehowIwasgoing

tokillLunga.

.

.

ISABELLA

ThefollowingdayIwokeupearlytopreparefor

work.Iknowitwasgoingtobealongday.

Ibath,driedandlotionedmybody.

IworejeansandtherestaurantT-shirtwritten"

La'Khumz"inboldlettersandallstars



Ileftmycurlyhairtohangloosely.

Iworealittlemake-upandwenttothekitchen

topreparebreakfastbutSindywasalready

done.

me:Goodmorning

her:MorningSweety

IsmiledasIsatonachairandwaitedfor

breakfasttobeserved

.

.

ROMEO

IstillhadnonewsaboutIsabella'swhereabouts.

Kyilewasstillangryatme.Itriedapologizing

butshedidn'twanttospeaktome.

IwasonmytotakingNathantohissoccer

practise.

him :Browhat'swrong?Youdon'tseem tobe



listeningtome

Isnappedawayfrom mythoughtsandtried

focusingonwhatNathanwassaying

me:Huh?

him :IsaidIgot90%formymathspaper

me:ohthat'sgreat

HefrownedandIlookedathim

me:what?

him :Canyouatleastshowsomeinterestin

whatI'm saying

me:Sorry

Ithenfocusedontheroadagain.

TobehonestIdidn'tcarewhatNathanwas

sayingrightnow.

IhadtofindawaytofindIsabella.

.



.

NATHI

Idecidedtostopattherestaurantthatmorning.

ItwasaSaturdayandIknewitwasgoingtobe

busy.

WhenIarrivedIsatinatableforoneinsteadof

goingtomyoffice.

IdecidedtocallLayla

Sheansweredonthesecondring

her:Yourightheredidyouhavetocall?

me:Yes,IwantcoffeeandIwantyousendthe

newgirl.Don'ttellherI'm theowner

Shefrowned

her:Why?

me:LaylayouknowIhatetalkingtoyou.Just

doitandstopaskingquestionslikemymother

Ihungupandwaited



Thegirlcamealmostimmediatelyaftermycall

ShegroanedwhenshesawmeandIsmiled.

Welllet'ssayitwasaevilsmile

me:Iseewemeetagain

her:Youagain

me:Stilldon'tgreetyourcustomers?

shefakedasmile

her:HelloSir.Howisyourmorning?

Shesaidsarcastically

me:That'sbetter.You'redismissed

Sheclikedhertoungeanddisappearedinour

kitchen.

Ilaughedandthenwenttomyoffice

IcalledLaylaandaskedhertothecallthenew

girlin.

It'stimesheknowswhoIam andnotfuckwith

meagain
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Shecameinminuteslater.SheknockedandI

allowedherin.

Shefrozewhenshesawme.Shethenlooked

down.

me:Takeaseat

Shesatdownandstartedplayingwithhernails.

Isaidnothingforamoment.Ijustlookedather

adoringherbeauty.

Iwaslostforamoment.

me:LookatmeMinehle

Yes,IhadlookedatherCVbeforeshecame.

Iwassurprisetoseesheonlyhadamatricand

noworkexperience.Imeanshe's31yearsold

thisyear.



Shelookedatmeforasecondthenlooked

downagain.

me:Isaidlookatme

Isaidthatharsher.

Shequicklylookedup

me:Thewhatthefuckisgoingonwithyou?

her:Youdon'ttalktowomanlikethat

me:Wellyoudon'tdeservetobetreatedlike

one.AfterthebehaviorIreceived.Isthathow

youtreatyourcustomers?

her:I'm sorry

me:WellI'm sorrytoo.Maybeyoudon't

deservethisjob.

her:Noplease.Ineedthisjob.

me:IonlyhiredyoubecauseSindyismysister.

Shelookeddown.

me:Fuckenlookatme!



Shelookedup,shockedatthetoneofmyvoice

her:Doyouhavetoscream ?

Shegavemeapuppyface.

Ilookedaway.

Iwasjusttoweakwhenitcametoher.

me:Getthefuckout.

Shestoodupandleftimmediately.

Isatdownandsmiled.

Damnshewasonelady.

.

.

ISABELLA.

Damn.Sohistheowner.

Idoregretmybehaviortowardshim.

Ilefthisofficeandwenttotheworkarea.

Iwentandhelpedanoldmansittingalone.



Itwasablackinhis50's.Ihadseenhim

somewhereIjustdon'tknowwhere

Hesmiledwhenhesawme.It'slikehehad

knownmeinyearswhenhelookedatme.

me:HiSir.I'm IsabellaandI'm newhere.Would

youliketoorderanything?

Hesaidnothingbutsmiled

me:Sir?

him :You'rebeautiful

me:Sir,I'm tooyoung.Youcan'tflirtwithme

him :Iheardaboutyourmother.I'm sorry.

What?

Whoishe?Howdidheknowmymother?

him :Iwashopingyou'dserveme.Icamehere

assoonasIheardyouworkhere.

Ilookedathim,speechless

me:Whoareyou?



Hesaidnothing,insteadhestoodup

him :Itwasniceseeingyou

HewasabouttowalkawaybutIheldhishand.

Helookedatme.

me:I'm sorry.

him :ByeMinehle.

Hewalkedaway.

"Startingtroublewithourcustomersagain?"

IlookedanditwasMrOwner.

me:Wouldyoushutupforonceinyourlife?

Iclickedmytoungeandwalkedaway.

Hewasseriouslyirritatingmenow.

Yeshewashotandallbuthedidn'thavetobea

planintheass.

.

.



I'm sorryforsuchashortinsert.Myphoneis

givingmeproblems.

°THESCARSMADEHERSTRONGER°
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IwastiredofLungabeggingmenottoleave

him.ImeanI'm inlovewithsomeoneelse.Yes

therewasatimewhenIlovedLungabutthose

timesaregone.YouknowLungacanbe

controllingattimes.Irememberwhenhefirst

laidhishandonme,that'stheInolonger

cherishedhim .That'sthedayIrealizedthatmy

loveforhim hasvanished.Butwhenitcameto

Nkosi,itwasdifferent.Hewasmyfirstloveand

Icouldn'tletgosoquickly.Wehadafutureplan.

Yes,LungaisthefatherofmytwoboysbutI

hadtofollowmyheart.

LindokuhleandMpiloenhlewillhaveto

understandthis,maybenotnowbutlaterinlife.



IwasintheloungelisteningtoLungabegme

again.Ihadaskedhim tomoveout.

him :Nandithinkaboutthekids.Whatabout

them ?

Ilookedathim ,shocked

me:Whataboutthem Lunga?Thosekidsare

mine.Icantakecareofthem anyday

him :You'rehardlyathome.

me:Icangetananny.

him :Icantakecareofthem.Nandiplease

Hetookmyhandintohis.

him :NandiIloveyou.

Helookedathim

me:LungaI-

"Daddy!"

Mpiloranintotheroom andintoLunga'sarms.



Hepickedhim upandkissedhisforehead.

Lunga:Howareyouboy?

Mpilo:Imissedyoudad

Ilookeddown.

Justa7yearoldwouldsoonrealizethathis

fatherwillbegoneforgood.Lungalovedhis

kids,nodoubtbutIcouldstayinaloveless

marriagebecauseofthekidssake.

Thisismyhappinesswerearetalkingabout.

Lunga:NandiI'llhavetogo.Ihopetospeakto

yousoon.

Iwatchedhim asheputMpilodownandwalk

tothedoor.

TothinkHewasoncemyhappiness,hewas

oncetheloveofmylife.HewasoncethemanI

loved.

Howitallfadedaway....



.

.

NATHI

Nowomenhaseverspokentomeinthatway.

Isabellawassomethingelse.

Shedidn'tseem tocarewhoIam andwhatIdo.

Shedidn'tcareaboutmymoneyormypower.

Ihadtowifeher.

Iwasintheofficedoingsomepaperworkbut

mymindcouldn'tgetoffIsabella

ItwasaSaturdayandIknewitwasbusyatthe

restaurantbutIdidn'tgo.

AlthoughIwantedtohearIsabella'svoice.

Wait,sincewhendoIcareabouther.

Ican'tbeInlovesosoon.

I'm notready.IknowI'llhurtherasandIdon't

wantthattohappen.



Ican'tbeinlovewithIsabella.

Notsosoon.

IcalledNanditogetthisoffmymind.

Sheansweredonthesecondring.

her:Hi

me:I'm cravingforyou

her:BabyI

me:Cometomyplacetoday.Iwantyou

Shelaughed.

her:Time?

me:8o'clocksharp.Wearsomethingsexy

ShelaughedandIhungup.

Ishackedmyheadandcontinuedworking.

.

.

ISABELLA



Therestaurantwasrealbusy.Ididn'tevenhave

thetimetocheckmyphone.

Iattendedatablewithoneguysittingthere.He

wasprobablyinhisearly30's.Hewasyellow

andhewasinasuit.

me:Hellosir.MayIpleasetakeyourorder?

Hesmiledatme.

him :Helloprincess.

me:Hi

him :Youlookbeautiful

Ismiled

me:Yourordersir

him :Howaboutyougivemeyournumberso

nexttimeyoucandelivermyorder?

Ilaughed.

me:Mybosswouldneverallowthat

Helaughedandlookedatme



him :Okay,howaboutyougivemeyournumber

sonexttimewecomeherefordinner?

me:No

him :Okaypleasegivemeyournumber?

me:No

him :Please

me:Yourorder.

Hesmiled.

Hegotupandtookhiswalletandkeys.

me:I'm guessingyouwon'torderanything.

him :What'syourname?

me:Excuseme?

him :That'smyorder.Iwouldliketoknowyour

name

Ismiled

me:I'm Isabella.IsabellaMatthews



him :Brian.BrianBanda.

Hewalkedaway.

.

.
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Afterdoingagreatamountofwork,Iwent

straighthome.Iwasdogtired.Idon'tthinkI'll

beabletohandleNandi.

ArrivinghomeItookashowerandworemy

greysweatpantsandnothingontop.Iwent

downstairsandtookaHeinekenfrom thefridge

asIcalledGunman.

Heansweredonthesecondring

him :Boss

me:FedeBoy,anynewsonLunga?



him :Actuallyyessir.

me:I'm listening

him :Lungshasawifeandtwokids,boys.He

movedhere6weeksagoandtheplottingtokill

youandHammer

me:What?

him :Hisactuallyplanningtocometonightwith

hisboys

me:Fuck?What?HaveyoutoldHammer?

him :No

me:Callhim nowandtellhim

him :Sirwillyoubefine?

me:Yesboy,justcallHammerandtellhim the

news

him :Shoboss

IhungupandjustasIwasabouttocallNandi

tocancelmydoorbellrang.



Istoodupimmediatelyandshewasstanding

therewearingalingerieandheels.

me:Nandi

Shesmiledandkissedme.Ipulledoutalmost

immediately

me:Youhavetogo

her:What?Butbabywhy?

me:I'll-

BeforeIcouldfinishmysentenceIheard

gunshots.

ShescreamedandItriedclosingthedoorto

protecther,buttheywerealreadyin.

IlookedatLungaandhefroze.

Hewasn'tlookingatme,insteadhewaslooking

atNandi

him :Sohisthereasonyou'releavingme?

Shelookedscaredandfrightened



him :I'm talkingtoyoudammit!

me:Don'tyoudarecomeandscream inmy

house!

him :OrwhatNkosinathiKhumalo?

"OrI'llkillyou"

IlookedanditwasHammerandtheotherboys.

Lunga:Nandiishethereasonyou'vebeen

cominghomelatetoyourkidsandhusband?

Shesaidnothing.

him :Andyoubastad.You'vebeensleepingwith

mywife.

IwasshockedtofindoutNandiandLungaare

married.Shedidn'tmentionhim

me:Iwasjustgivingherwhatyoudidn't

Lunga:I'llkillyouShadow!

hammer:AndI'llkillyou

Nandistillsaidnothing.Shejustlookedatallof



uslikealostpuppy.

Hammer:Thisisgettingboring.

IheardagunshotandNandiscreamed.Lunga

felldownnearmyfeetandHammerkept

shootinghim

Nandi:STOPNOW !!!!

Hammerlookedatherandstopped.

Thenhe.lookedatme

him :You'restillfuckingthisbitchfrom high

school.Ithoughtyou'reoverher.

Nandi:I'm notabitch

him :AndI'm nottalkingtoyou.Infactleave

ShelookedatmeandIsaidnothing

ShelookedatLungaoncemoreandleft.

Whatanight.

.



.

ISABELLA

IhadfinishedmyshiftbutSindycouldn'tfetch

metodaysinceshe'sworkinganightshift.

Iwalkeddowntheroadtocatchataxitoour

flat

AcarstoppednearmeasIwaswalking.

Iturnedandlooked.

ItwasBrian

Hecameoutandwalkedtome.Hesmiledwith

hisperfectwhiteteeth.

him :Iseewemeetagain

me:Areyoustalkingme?

him :No,IwantedtocomeeatatLa'Khumzbut

Isawy'allalreadyclosed.

me:Ohyeah

him :Whereyouoffto?



me:Home

him :Oh,youusuallywalk?

Ifrownedandhealmostlaughed

me:No,mysisterusuallyfetchesmebutshe

can'ttodaysoI'm goingtocatchataxi.

him :That'snotsafe.Itslate.ComeI'lldropyou

off

me:AndhowdoIknowit'ssafetoridewith

you?

Helaughedthistime

him :Iwouldneverdoanythingtohurtyou

Ilookeddown

him :Ipromiseyou.

me:Okay

Wewentinandwedroveoveralight

conversation.

Igavehim directionstoourflatandpulledright



infrontofthegate.

me:Thankyou

him :It'sapleasureMissMatthews.

IsmiledandIwasabouttowalkoutwhenhe

heldmyhand.

him :Youforgottogivemeyournumber

me:Ididn'tforget,Ijustdon'twantto.

Hegroaned

me:Thanksfortheride.

I'm sorryit'sshortI'vebeenbusylately
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Iwokeupearlythenextmorning.Iwasabit

lazyforworktody.



Iwenttothebathroom andtookashower,dried

thenlotionedmybody.Iworetheusual,black

jeans,theLa-KhumzT-shirtandblackallstars.

Icombedmyhairintoamessybunthewore

hoops

Iwenttothekitchentomakebreakfastbut

Sindyhadalreadydonethat.

Weateoveralightconversation.Shegaveme

taxifaresinceshecouldn'tdropmeoffatwork.

Sheactuallyleftabitearlytoday.

Itookmyassetsandlefttheflat.

"Wantaride?"

IlookedbehindanditwasBrian.Irolledmy

eyesandwalkedtohim

me:Wantdoyouwanthere?

him :GoodmorningMissMatthews

me:You'renotansweringmyquestion



HesmiledandIrolledmyeyesagain

him :Icameheretogiveyouaride

me:DidIsayIwantone?

him :Jeeznoneedtoberude

me:Sorry.I'm justtired

him :It'sokay.Sodoyouwannaridewithme?

me:Sure

HeopenedthedoorformeandIhopedin.He

wenttohissideandweleft.

him :Sotellmehowlonghaveyoubeen

workingatLa'Khumz?

me:Itsbeenafewmonths.

him :Isee.

Wekeptquietforafewsecondsthenhebroke

thesilence

him :Howaboutwegooutfordinnertoday?



Ilookedathim

me:Why?

him :BecauseIwanttoeatwithyou

me:That'snothappening

him :PleaseMa'am

Ialmostlaughedathisfacialexpression

me:No

him :Please

me:No

him :Please

me:Okayfine.Fetchmeat10,Ionlyknockoff

at9.

him :Perfect

HestoppedatLa'KhumzandIgotout.

him :Seeyoulater

Ilaughedandwentinside.



Brian,Brian,Brian

.

.

NATHI

Weonlymanagedtocleanthemessthis

morning.Ihadcalledtheboysforhelp

AftercleaningthemessIheadedstraightto

therestaurant.ItwasalreadybusywhenIgot

there.

Iwentstraighttomyofficeandmadeafew

callsregardingLunga'sdeath.

"Sorrysirtointerruptyou"

ItwasLayla,themostdislikedstaffmember.

me:Whatdoyouwant?

her:Isabellaisn'tfeelingwell

me:Whereisshe?

Iwasactuallystartingtopanic.



her:She'sinmyoffice

me:Calltheambulance

Iwenttoherofficeandshewassittingweakly

onthechair.

me:Minehle

her:Sir.

Shesaidthatweakly

Itriedcalmingherdown

Laylacameinminuteslater

Layla:Theambulancehasarrived

Iquicklypickedherupandledthewaytothe

ambulance

TheyputheronthebedandLaylawentinwith

her.IaskedZitatohelpforthedaythenI

followedtoambulance.

IcalledSindyandshesaidshewasonherway.

Wesatfor2hoursafterSindy'sarrival.



"I'm guessingyou'rehereforMissMatthews"

me:YesDoctor

Sindy:Howisshe?

Doc:Sheatefoodpoisoning

me:Foodpoisoning?

Doc:Yessir.It'sagoodthingyoucamequickly,

shewouldn'thavemadeit

Sindy:Nkoainathi!Kantikhuyenzakalanilapha

kaLa'Khumz?(What'sgoingonatLa'Khumz)

me:IguessIgottafindout

her:Youbetter

Doc:Shebeabletoleavetomorrow

me:I'llfetchher

Sindylookedatme

Doc:Haveagoodday

Heleft



Sindy:Whyareyou-

me:Don'tevenask.

Iwalkedaway

°

°THESCARSMADEHERSTRONGER°

12

ISABELLA

Iwokeupinthehospitalweakandtired.I

wantedwatertopinchmythirst.

Ilookedaroundthentriedsittingup.Ihated

hospitals.Iwantedtogohomeandjustsleep.

IwasstilltryingtositupbutIwasweak.

"Whooalemmehelpyou"

IlookedatthedooranditwasMrBanda

himself.

Hehelpedmesitupthengavemeaglassof

water.



Igulpedthewaterallatonce.

him :Howareyoufeeling?

me:I'm finejustabitweak.

Hesmiled.

Hejustlovedsmiling.Hewasalwayssmiling.

me:HowdidyouknowI'm here?

Hesmiledagain

him :Ihavemyways.

IheardfootstepsandIlookedatthedoor.

MrKhumalo.

him :Brian?Whatthefuckareyoudoinghere?

Brian:ToseeMissMatthews

him :Leave!

Hewasshoutingwhichscaredme.

Brian:Nkosinathiyouwon'ttellmewhattodo.

Nkosinathimovedclosertohim



him :IsaidleaveBanda.

Brianlookedatmethenkissedmyforehead

him :I'llcallyou

me:Wheredid-

him :Bye.

Heleft.Therewasawkwardsilenceintheroom.

Nkosinathilookedatmeirritated.

me:What?

him :Don'twhatme

me:Excuseme

Iwassurprisedbyhisattitude

him :Youcan'tdateBanda

me:YeaIcan.Yes,you'remybossatworkbut

you'renotthebossofmylife.

him :I'm tellingyoukehntombazane.Youwill

notdatehim,whetheryoulikeitornot



me:Iwilldatehim

him :I'llkillyou.

Ilaughed

me:I'lldowhateverIwannado,thisismylife.

him :IsabellaYOUWILLNOTDATEBANDA.

KUPHELELALAPHO!!

Withthatsaidhestormedouttheroom

.

.

NATHI

Ileftthathospitalpissedthanever.Iwasn't

gonnaallowIsabellatodateBanda.Hisnotthe

typeforher.

Hewouldabuseherifshedidn'tlistentohim.

Hewouldneverallowhertogoout.Hewould

beverybossy.

Isabellawillnotdatethatman.



Idrovetotherestaurant.

me:LaylaIwantyoubymyofficenow.

her:Okay

Iwentstraighttomyoffice.Ididn'twaitfor

morethan5minutesandLaylawasinmyoffice.

me:SomeonepoisonedIsabellaandIwantyou

tofindoutwho

her:Okay

me:Leave

Imadeafew callsthenwentbacktothe

hospitaltofetchIsabella.Ihadbroughthera

adidastraksuitandsleepersfrom Edgar'sjust

soshecancoverherbody.

her:Notyouagain

ShesaidthatasIenteredtheroom withher

clothes

me:Yesmeagain.I'm heretofetchyou



her:I'm definitelynotleavingwithyou

Helaughedatme

him :Yeayouare.

Ihandedhertheplasticbagandsheleftto

change

Shecamebackandshelookedbeautifulas

always.

her:I'm bitleavingwithyou.You'revery

arrogantandrude.Idon'tneedsuchnegatively.

I'llcallSindy

IhadnotimetoarguewithhersoIjustpicked

herupandputheronmyshoulder.Shekept

hittingandfightingmebutIgotherinmycar

andweleft

Shewassulking

her:Ihateyou

me:Doyouwantfood?



her:Idobutnotyours.

IdrovetoSteersandgotherfood.

her:Areyoualwayslikethis?

Icouldseeshe'sangry.

me:Here'syourfood.

Shejustlookedatitthenlookedaway.Iputit

onherlap

Shedidn'tsayanything

Idrovehertomysister'sflatandshewentout

leavingthefoodinmycar

me:Yourfood

her:Fuckyouandyourfood

Iwentoutmycarandpinnedheragainstthe

walkasIheldherarm

me:Don'teversaythatagain.

Shekeptquietandlookedaway.



Ithenletgoofher.

me:Here'syourfood.

Shetookitandleft.

Iwentstraighthome.RightnowIneededa

Heineken.

.

.

KING

It'sbeen10yearssinceIleftSouthAfrica.I

wonderhowNathanlooks,whathelikesand

howhisdoing.

Iwasinaplanefrom LondontoCapeTown.

Icouldn'twaittoseehim.Andobviouslyallthe

otherkids.

IleftforLondonaftermywifecommitted

suicide.Ineededtobealone.Somepeoplemay

judgemebecauseIleftmykidsbehindbutit



wasn'teasy.

IlovedBlueandIcouldn'tcope.

Mykidshadtounderstanditwastoomuchfor

me,ImeanIlosttheloveofmylife.Iwasn't

gonnastayhereandraisethatchildalone.

Thejourneylastedfor24hours.Iarrivedat

CapeTownat08:00am andbookedinahotel.

Ineedrest
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Iwasgiventwodaysawayfrom work.

ApparentlyIneededsomerest

IdoadmitIhaverestedenoughbutwhowould

saidnotofreeleave.Iwasintheloungewith

Sindy.Weweresilentlywatchingtelevision.I



wasthinkingaboutherbrother,MrKhumalo

arggImeanNkosinathi.Howdarehedowhat

hedidearliertoday?Hewasaricharrogant

andrudebrat.Ihatredthefactthathismyboss

andthefactthathisbossingmylifearound.I

meanwhotellstheiremployeewhotoornot

date.ImeanBrianBandaisaveryniceguy.All

hedoesissmile.Hedoesn'tseem likeathreat

tomeoranyoneforthatmatter.Nkosinathiwas

beingarrogantasalways.Hehadnorightto

reactthewayhedidtoday,hisonlymyboss

andmyflatmate'sbrotherandthat'swereit

shouldend.

"Youlookworried."

Sindysaidthatwithaconcernedface

me:It'snothing.I'm fine

her:Isabella...

me:Okayfine,it'syourbrother

Shelookedandmeshocked



her:Who?Nkosinathi

me:Yeshim

her:Whatabouthim ?

me:LookSindyIunderstandhismybossand

allbuthisbeenbullingme

her:What?Why?

me:Imetthisguy-

her:Soyoumetaguy.

Iblushedabit.

me:Yes,Imetaguywhom Ilike.Butyour

brothersaysIshouldn'tdatehim

Shelaughed.

me:I'm sorrydidIsaysomethingfunny?

Shelookedatmeandplacedherhandonmy

lap

her:LookIknowNkosinathiandhemightbe

fallingforyou.Histoooverprotective.



me:Nothat'simpossible.Hecan'tbefallingfor

mewhenhissorudetome.

her:Wellhislikethat.

me:Toomuchforabrother

Shelaughedagainbutthistimelouder.

her:EnoughaboutNkosinathi.Whosethisguy

youmet?

Ilookeddown

me:BrianBanda

Shelookedasthoughshesawaghost.

her:WHAT?

.

.

NATHI

IwaswithHammerandGunman.Wewere

havingafewdrinksandtalkingaboutrandom

things.



Hammer:I'm tellingyouboy.Natashaishot.

me:ButI'm overallthesebadbitcheschief

TheylaughedandHammerplayfullyputhis

handonmyhandtocheckmy"temperature"

Hammer:Areyouokayman?

Gunman:Butyouthebaddesthere.Manyou

lovepussy

IlaughedasIsippedmybeer

Hammer:Okaybutpleasebangherforme

Wealllaughed.

me:Whydon'tyoudoit?

Hammer:Manyouhaveto.

Hegavemeapuppyface.

Ilaughed

Hammer:WhathappenedtoyoufuckingNandi

anyway?



me:I'm overthatass.

Gunman:I'm glad

Theboysleftatmidnightaftersomanybeers.I

triedcallingIsabellabutshedidn'tanswersoI

wentandtookashowerandwenttobed.

.

.

Rememberourdeal.
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SindylookedshockedwhenImentionedBrian's

name.IcouldareshewasmovedbywhatIhad

justsaid.

Iheldherhandtocalm herdown.Shefakeda



smile.

me:Sindydoyouknowhim ?

her:uhm no,it'sjustthat-

Shestoodupandwalkedtothekitchen,I

followedher

me:It'sjustwhat?

her:Nothing.Wouldyoulikecoffee?

me:No.Iwouldlikeyoutotellmewhat'sthe

bigdealwithBrianBanda?

Shescratchedherhead.

her:Isabellayouneedtostopseeinghim

me:Evenyou.

her:Youdon'tunderstand.Hisbadnews.

me:Badnews?

her:Youneedtostayawayfrom him.

Shewalkedouttheflatanddroveaway.



WhatwasthebigdealwithBrian?

Myphoneranganditwasanunknownnumber.

caller:MissMatthews

me:Brian

him :HowaboutItakeyououtforbreakfast?

me:When?Now?

him :Yes.I'm outside.

Igiggled.

me:I'm coming

Ihungupandworeshoes.Ihadalreadybathed.

Ilockedtheflatandwentdown

Hewasstandingoutsidehiscar.Hewas

wearingjeans,ablackgolfT-shirtandblack

Guccisneakers.

me:Hey

him :;Youlookbeautiful



me:You'relying

Hewaslying.Iwasjustwearingashoulderoff

whitedressandbrownsandals.

Helaughed.

IsBrianbadnews?Heseemedlikeanangelto

me.Healwayslaughed.

him :Weshouldgo

Heopenedthedoorformeandwenttohisside

thenwedroveoff.

Wewenttosomefancyrestaurant.

Ilikedthedecoofthisrestaurant.

me:Nice

him :It'smyfavourite

Wesatdownandtookourorders.

me:Sowhatdoyoudoforaliving?

him :I'm abusinessman



Wespokeaboutrandom things

"Whatthefuckisgoingonhere?"

Itwasmybossagain.

me:Excuseme?

him :Whyaren'tyouatwork?

me:Yougavemeadayoffremember?

him :torestnottogoaroundwithmen

me:Whatthefuckiswrongwithyou?

Hepickedmeupandputmeonhisshoulder.

Iwashittingupandfightinghim

me:Putmedownyouasshole!

Hechuckedmeintohiscaranddrovetosome

fancyhouse.

.

.

KING



Iwasstillinthehotelgettingreadytomeet

Romeoandtheotherkids.

Icouldn'twaittoseehowtheyhavegrown.

Ibathedandlotionedmybody.Iwokejeansand

awhiteshirtwithNiketakkies.

IwentdownandtoldthesecretaryI'm leaving

WeweremeetingatLa'Khumzrestaurantin

Jo'burg.

Theyhadn'tarrivedwhenIarrived,soIjust

orderedcoffee.

Theyarrivedminuteslaterbuttomysurprise

Isabellawasn'tthere.

Romeo:Pops

Kyile:Daddy

Shehadgrowntobeabeautifulyoungwoman.

Shelookedlikehermother.

Wesharedahugandthesatdown



IlookedatNathanandhejustdidn'tknowwhoI

am.

me:Nathan

Nathan:Hi

me:Doyouknowme?

Heshookhishead

Nathan:No

me:I'm yourfather

Hestoodupandcametohugme

Nathan:RomeosaidIwouldmeetyouoneday.

Ismiled.

.

.

BRIAN

IleftafterNkosinathitookIsabella.Thisboy

wasgoingtobetheendofme.



GrowingupNkosiandIwerefriends,close

friends.WesharedeverythinguntilIbetrayed

him andkilledhiscousin,Aphiwewhowasmy

girlfriend.IkilledAphiwesoIcouldpayrevenge

forwhathadhappenedbetweenNkosiandI

Nowweinlovewiththesamegirlit'sgonnabe

hardtogettoIsabella.

Ihadtomakeaplanrealquick

°THESCARSMADEHERSTRONGER°
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NATHI

Isabellawasgivingmeahardtime.Itried

talkingtoherbutshekeptignoringme.Iended

upgivingupandleavingherinmyhousealone.

Iknewagecouldn'tleavesincesheknew

nobodyandifshecalledSindy,shewound

believeshe'ssafe.



Iwenttomycompanyforaquickmeetingthen

wenttoseehowthingsaregoingatthe

restaurant.

her:Thenwhyyouleavingme?

IwaswithNandiatherhouse.Thekid'sweren't

around

me:Iwasneverwithyou.Myloveforyou

endedyearsago.

her:ButIstillloveyou

Ikeptquiet

her:Whyyoudoingthistome.

Isaidnothing.

her:talktomedammit

me:Youknowbetterthantotalktomelikethat.

Shelookeddownandsaidnothing

her:Whydidyoukillmyhusbandthen?Didn't

youkillhim justtobewithme



Ialmostlaughed.

me:NandiI'm inlovewithsomeoneelse.

Shelookedatmewithtearsthreateningher

eyes.Shewantedtosaysomethingbutthe

wordscouldn'tcomeout.Shesatdownonher

couchandburiedherheadinherhands.

me:I'm sorry

Itookmyassetsandleftherhouse.

MyphonerangandIpickeditupalmost

immediately

voice:Hellowhosethis?I'llliketoorderpizza.

Shegiggled.ItwasIsabellaandshewasdrunk.

her:Pizzaman.Please

Shegiggledagain.

her:OkaythenI'lljustmakemyownfood.

ShehungupbeforeIcouldsayanything.

Idrovestraighthomeandmykitchenwashalf



onfire.Shewaschokingbadlyonthesmoke.

Ipickedherupandtookhertomyroom,she

wasstillchoking.

IcalledGunmantoarrangeformykitchentobe

fixed.

DamnIsabella.

.

.

.

BRIAN

IhadbeentryingtogetaholdofIsabellabut

nothing.Shewasn'tansweringmycallsand

thatalonepissedmeoff.

IwenttoLa'Khumzbutshewasn'taround.

OnmywayoutIbumpedintoawoman,she

wastall,darkandhadanafro.Shehadabody

ofamodel.UnlikeIsabellashewasthin.She



wasbeautifulandhadthenicestsmile

her:I'm sorryaboutthatme:It'sokay.Brian

Banda

her:NandiDuna

me:I'm pleasedtomeetyouNandi.

her:Likewise.

ShewasabouttowalkawaywhenIheldher

hand.

me:Areyouheretostay?

Shesmiled

her:Yes

me:Areyoualone?

her:Yes

me:Canweeattogether?

her:Sure

Wewentbackinandate.Wespokeaboutour



livesandIwasshockedIfundoutshehastwo

kids.

me:Soareyoucurrentlyinarelationship?

Hersmilefaded

her:No,wejustbrokeup

me:I'm sorrytohearthat

her:Areyouinarelationship?/

me:No.

Thentherewasawkwardsilence.Iclearedmy

throat.

me:Weshouldgettinggoing.

her:We?

me:Iwasthinkingwecouldhavedesertatmy

house

Shelaughed

her:I'dlovethat.



Ipaidforourbillthenleft.

Shewasfollowingmewithhercar

Arrivingatmyhousewehadwineandhada

lightconversationaboutrandom things.

Shewasawonderfulwoman

me:I'm sorryaboutyourhusband.

her:It'sokay.

Welookedeachotherintheeyesthenourlips

collided.

Ithenkissedherneckandstrippedhernaked.A

moanescapedfrom hermouthwhenIplayed

withmytonguealloverherbody.

Iplayedwithherclitandshegroaned.Imuffed

herandshekeptscreamingmyname.

Iputarubberandenteredwithoutawarning.

ShegroanedandmoanedasImovesfasterand

faster.Ireleasedandcollapsedontopofher.



Damnshewasgood.Toogoodifyouaskme

.

Pleasecomment.Yourcommentsmatter
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ISABELLA

Iwokeupinanunfamiliarplace,thisis

definitelynotSindy'splace.Myheadiskilling

me,Ihaveamajorheadache.Ihadbeen

drinkingalotlastnightandI'm reallytired.

IinstantlyrememberI'm atmybosseshouse

andnotatwork.AndSindymightbevery

worried.Ithengoandrinsemymouthina

bathroom closeby.Ihatealcohol,it'snicewhen

youdrinkbutinthemorningyoufeellikedying.

AnywayIgodownstairsandNkosinathiis

makinghimselfbreakfast.Heseemschilled.



me:Whyam Istillhere?

him :Hellotoyouto.Youweretodrunktogo

home.Neverdrinklikethatagain,youalmost

burnedmykitchen

me:Sindymustbeworried.Ihavetogo

him :Icalledher,she'satwork

me:Speakingofwork,Ihavetogotowork

him :You'rewiththeboss,you'refine.Trustme.

Ilaughandtakeaseatonahighchairnearthe

counter.

HepassesmebreakfastandIdigin

immediately

Weeatsilentlyandhewashesthedisheswhen

wedone.

Itakeabathandwearthesameclothesfrom

yesterday.

me:Takemehome



IsaythatasIpeekinhisstudyroom.

him :I'm busy

me:SoIhavetowaitforyou?

Irollmyeyes

him :Don'trollyoureyesatme.Dosomething

here.

HecontinueswithhisworkandIwalkaway

IwatchsometelevisionbutI'm disturbedbya

knock

Iopenandit'saoldwomanwithahuge

suitcasenearher.

her:Hello

me:Hi

her:YoumustbeNkosinathi'sgirlfriend.I'm his

mother

me:I'm sorrymabut-

ShewalksinbeforeIfinishmysentence



her:Wherehishe?NKOSINATHI!!!

Ilookather

her:Won'tyouhelpmewithmybag

ItakeherbagandNkosinathiappearsfrom the

stairs

him :Ma

her:Awwwmybaby

Sheplantskissesonhisface.

him :Motherplease,I'm notachildanymore.

her:Iseeyoufinallygotagirlfriend,she's

beautiful.

Shesmileswithherhandstogether.

NkosinathiandIlookateachotherandI'm

confused

me:Ihavetogo

her:No,sitdown.I'llmakecoffee.



Ifakeasmileandsitdown.

ShedisappearsinthekitchenandIlookat

Nkosinathi

me:Soyouwonttellher?

him :Iwill.Iknowhowforwardsheis.

Ilaughandshakemyhead.

Whatawoman.
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ISABELLA

Ilookathim blankly.Ishrcrazy?Hismother

can'tthinkwedating.Istandupandwalktohim.

me:Youbettertellherwenotdating.

Iwhisper.

him :Iwill



Hegivesmea"you'reannoyingme"look.

me:Good,nowtakemehome

"Nonotnow.Istillhavetotalktoyou"

Hismotherwalksinwithatrayoftwocupsof

coffee.Ilookatherandshejustsmiles.

her:Sitdown[LooksatNkosinathi]Wena

hamba

IlookatherandNkosinathiwalksaway.He

can'tleavemewithhismother?

Ilookathim andhesaysnothing,insteadhe

goesupstairs.

Hismotherturnstomeandsmiles

her:Takeyourcoffee.

Itakethecoffeeandpourtwoteaspoonsof

sugar

her:Sotellmewhoareyou?Whatdoyoudo

foraliving?



IdecidetoplayalonguntilNkosinathitakesme

home

me:WellI'm IsabellaMinenhleMatthewsI-

her:You'reblack?

Shecutsin.

me:I'm halfcoloured.Halfblack.Wellmy

motherwascolouredandmyfatherisblack

her:Ohandwheredoyouwork?

me:AtMrKhuma-,ImeanNkosinathi's

restaurant

Sheopenshereyeswidelyindisbelief

her:Why?

ItellhermystoryandsheishappySindysaved

me

her:I'm sorrymychild.I'm gladSindisiwefound

you.

Ismileanddaynothing.Itakeasipofher



coffee

her:TellmeaboutyouandNkosinathi

Ichokeonmycoffee

her:Areyoufine?

me:Ofcourse

her:YourrelationshipwithNathi,howisit?

Iclearmythroat

me:We'renotdating.Hisjustafellow

colleague.

Sheputshercupdownandlooksatmewitha

frown.

her:NKOSINATHI!!!!!

.

.

NATHI

IhearMam'Khumalocallingmefrom thelounge.



Istopworkingimmediatelyandgetoutofthe

study.Iwalkdownthestairsandsee

disappointmentfilledinhereyes.Minehleis

lookingdownplayingwiththespooninhercup.

her:Hlalaphansi(Sitdown)

Okay,what'sgoingon?

me:YiniMa(What'swrong)

her:UbanilonaendeUfunaniLana(Whosethis

andwhatisshedoinghere?)

IlookatherthenMinehle

IknowimmediatelythatshetoldMawenotan

item

Iclearmythroatandlookaway

her:Ngikhulumanawe!!(I'm talkingtoyou)

me:Ngisebenzanaye(Iworkwithher)

her:Yeywena,manjeUfunaniLana(Sowhatis

shedoinghere)



IlookatMinehleandshedoesn'tknowwhatwe

takingabout

me:NgobangiyamthandaNa(She'shere

becauseIlovehere)

Shelooksatmewithsurprisedeyes.

her:Ye?(What?)

Minehle:Ithinkyoushouldtakemehome

MaKhumalolooksathertheme.

her:Myisekhaya(Takeherhome)

me:Okay

her:Angikachedingawewena.Sisazokhuluma

(I'm notdonewithyou.Westillhavetotalk)

Aiithiswoman!!!

.
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NATHI

ItookmycarkeysandindicatedtoMinehlethat

I'lldriveherhome.Shewalkedtothedoorand

saidhergoodbyestomymother.Wewentin

thecarandtheridestarted.Wewerequietthe

wholedrivetoherflat.Wearrivedafew

minuteslaterandwebothwentout.

Sheclosedthedoorandstoodbythegate

her:Thankyoufortakingmehome.

Inoddedandwestaredateachother.

Iclearedmythroatandshewasabouttowalk

awaybuthelpherhand.

Shelookedatme

her:Whyyouholdingme?

Iclearedmythroatagain.

me:IsabellaIhavesomethingtotellyou.



her:Whatisit?

Ipulledhertomeandheldherwaist.Oureye's

metandwesaidnothingforamoment.

her:Letmego

me:No

her:Thentellmewhatyouwantedtotellme.

me:I..I..

her:Ihavealife.Saywhatyouwannasay.

ShepulledastraightfaceandIknewshewas

serious.

me:Iloveyou.

Shelaughed.Shestoppedimmediatelywhen

shesawhowseriousIam.

her:Areyouserious?

me:MinehleIloveyoudearly.

her:Ineedtogo.



Ilethergoandsheleft.Istoodthereand

watchedhergo.

IfeltIhavefailed

IwantedtocrybutIfoughtmytears.

Iwentintomycaranddrovehome.

NowIhadtodealwiththatMotherofmine.

Ma'Khumalocanbetoomuch.

.

.

ISABELLA

HeletmegoandIwentinsideourflat.Ithrew

myselfonthecouch.IneverknewNathiloved

me.Itwastoomuchtotakein.Ineverknewhis

behaviorwasallbecausehelovedme.Istood

upandwenttomakemyselfcoffee.

HowcouldNathiloveme?Hissupposetobe

myboss.



Isatonthecouchagainandthoughtofhowmy

lifehaschanged.JustyesterdayIwassome

depressedgirlwhowasthrowninaMental

Hospitalanddidn'tknowlove.FortenyearsI

wasinthathell.

Istillwonderwhatwouldhavehappenedifmy

motherdidn'tkillherself.

IstillwonderwhatwouldhavehappenedifI

didn'tsufferfrom depression.WouldIbe

marriedwithkids?WouldIhaveaproperjob?

WouldIstillbethis31yearoldvirginlady?

WhereisKing?

Howaremysiblings?

IthoughtofallthisandthenagainofNathi.

DoIfeelthesamewayforhim ?IsthatwhyI

walkedawaybecauseIlovehim domuch?

Couldhebemysoulmate?

.



.

ROMEO

Kinghadmovedinandwashelpingmefind

Isabella.Iwantedtobethereforher.

Isabelladidn'tdeservethis.She'smysister

Weweresoclosewhenwewereyoung,what

happened?

IwasaSaturdaynight.IwasinLa'Khumz

restaurantwaitingformygirlfriend,Pamela.

She'sfouryearsolderthanme.Wemetlast

yearandhavebeendatingsincethen.

Iwaslookingatthemenu,lookingforasoft

drinktoorder

"Hisir,whatwouldyouliketoorder?"

Ilookedupandthereshewas.Shehadn't

changed.Shestillhadcurlyhair.Shewasway

beautifulnowandhadthemostbeautifulbody.

Iwasshockedandsowasshe



me:Isa

her:Romeo

IsawtearsthreateninghereyesandIstoodup

toembraceher.

me:I'm sorry

Sheletgoandwipedhertears.

her:IthinkIshouldgo.

me:Isabellaplease.

her:Whatdoyouwant?

me:CanIatleasthaveyournumbers?

ShegavemehernumbersandPamelawalked

inaftershehadwalkedaway.

Godisgood.

.

PLEASELIKEMYNEW BOOK.HerStory:

BusisiweHlongwane.
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NATHI

Idrivestraighthome,withmusicplayingsoftly

from theradio.Iarrivehomeandparkmycar.I

takemyphoneandcarkeys.Ilockmycarand

walktothedoor.Iopenandthekitchensmells

divine.

ItrustMa'Khumalowiththepots,she'sagreat

cook.Igoinandshelooksatme.Isaynothing

andwalkpasther.

her:HeyewenaNkosinathi

Istop,turnandlookather.

ShegivesmeaseriouslookandIknowshehas

sonmuchtosay.IfIwasstillachildshewould

havelongbeatenme.

Iwaitforhertotalkandshewalkstome.

her:Comelet'ssitdown.Kufanelesikhulume



(weneedtotalk)

Idoasinstructedandshedoesthesame.

Shefoldsherhandsandlooksatmewiththat"

I'm concernaboutyou"face.

her:Nkosinathiulalanomsebenziwakho(Are

yousleepingwithyourcolleague)

IalmostlaughbutIholdeverythingin.

me:Hayimama

her:ManjewhylenyombazaneehlalanoSindy

beyilanaihambanchunu(Sowhywasthatgirl

whostayswithSindyherewalkingnaked)

Ilaugh

me:HayimamaiMinidressleya

her:Isshefittobeawife?

me:Motherplease.

her:Don'tmotherpleaseme.Youare35years

oldMaraawunamfazinabantwana(butyou



don'thaveawifeandkids)

Istandup

me:MotherI'llmarryMinehlesoon.Umfazi

wamiloyana(She'smywife)

her:Awukamshelinokumshela(Youhaven't

evenaskedherout)

Ilaugh

me:Relax(a)wenagogoomdala,umfaziwama

loyana.Nomakanjani(She'smywife.Nomatter

what)

Shelaughsandgoesbacktothekitchen.Igo

upstairsandtakeashower.Afterthehygiene

processIdryandlotionmybody.

IwearmygreyplainT-shirtandAdidaspants

withNikeSandal's.

"Wozauzodla"(comeeat)

Ma'Khumaloscreamsfrom thelounge.Igo

downstairsandshe'salreadyseated.



Isitdown,wesayaprayerandweeat.

.

.

ISABELLA

IgobacktomyshiftafterRomeoandhis

girlfriendleave.I'm happyIsawhim butI'm still

angryaboutthewholeMentalHospitalsituation.

IgoattendedamanwhosealoneandIknow

him.Hecameweeksago.Hespokeabouthow

sorryheheaboutthelossofmymotherand

saidit'sniceseeingme.Ilookatmeandhe

smiles.

me:Youagain.

him :I'm happytoseeyouagain.

me:SirIdidn'tgetyourname?

him :Youdon'trememberme?

Ishakemyandhesmiles.



him :Ofcourseyouwon't.Ileftwhenyouwere

only7.

Ilookathim carefullyandtryremembermy

childhoodmemoriesbutIdon'tseehispicture.

him :Minenhle,where'sRomeo?

Ilookathim andI'm shockedheknowsRomeo.

Whoishe?

me:Whoareyou?

Isayimpatiently.

him :I'm yourfather,LubabaloMbatha.

HetakesmyhandintohisandIsnatchitaway.

What?

Hecomesonlyafter24years.

Ifeeltearsescapemyeyesandburnmyeyes.

Howcouldhebesoselfish?
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ISABELLA

HestandsupandIstepback.Iwipethetears

thatkeepfalling.HetriesholdingmeandIstop

him.Ilookathim andIjustseeaselfishman.A

manwhonevercaredforusincludingmy

mother.IhavesomanyquestionsbutIjust

can'taskhim.Anothermanraisedhischildren.

Wherewashe?

Hemoveshismouthbutclosesitagain.Istare

athim andhelooksdesperateforsomething

him :Minehleplease.Letussitdownandtalk

aboutthis.

me:Talkaboutwhat?It'sobviouswewere

neverimportanttoyou!

Isaythatloudandaggressivelythateveryone

looksatus.



him :Please

me:Leave.Goandnevercomeback.

him :ButI'm yourfather.

me:MyfatherisinLondon,themanwho

actuallyraisedme.Nowleave.

Helooksatmeoncelasttime

him :I'm yourfathernomatterwhat.Imade

mistakesbutIwanttofixthem.Pleaseforgive

meandI'llbehereanytimeyouwanttotalkor

askquestions.Iloveyou

HewalksawayandIcry

"Come,weneedtotalk!"

Nathisayswithaseriousface.

him :Myofficenow

HewalksandIfollowhim.Igetintohisoffice

andhesitsdownandleansback.

him :Closethedoor.



Iclosethedoorandquicklywipemytears.

him :Sitdown.

Idoasinstructed.

him :Whatthehellwasgoingoninthere?

Shoutingatamanlikethatinfrontofmy

customers.That'sinappropriate

me:I'm sorry

Isaycalmlyandsoftly

him :Whowasthatman?

me:Mylonglostfather.

ThetearscomerushingbackandIlookdown.

him :Youneverdothatagain!

me:Yeahofcourse.Youwon'tunderstand,

growingupyouhadadadwhocared.Ifyou

wereinmyshoesyouwouldhavedonethe

samething.NowifyouwillexcusemeIhave

yourcostumerstoattendsoyoucangetthat



bigfatcheckattheendofthemonth.

Iwalkawaybuthegrabsme.Helooksatme

andIcrylookingdown

him :I'm sorry

Shelooksatmeandjustcries.

.

.

NATHI

Ilethercryinmyembrace.I'm holdinghertight

andshe'slettingitallout.MygolfT-shirtis

stainedwithtearsandsnotbutIdon'tmind.

her:Ishouldgetbacktowork

Shesayspullingouttheembrace.Oureyeslock

forawhileandIclearmythroat.

me:Youdon'thaveto.YoucansithereandI

canorderyousomethingtoeat.Shedoesn't

fightnorcomplain.Shesitsdownandwaits.



Itakemyphoneandorderhersteersandhang

up.

her:Thankyou

me:For?

her:Everything.

Shestandsupagainandhugsme.

Herphonethenringsandsheanswers

her:Hello?Oh..Yes...Wherecanwemeet?...Oh

okay....WillNathanbethere?....Okayseeyou

then

Shehangsup

I'm hurt.SoshelikesthisNathanguy?

I'm justNathi,thehelper.

Nice.

Wesitinsilenceandmomentslaterherorder

isdelivered.

her:Thankyou



ShedigsinandIwatchhereat.

Suchabeautifulsoul.

.

.

ROMEO

Isabellaiscomingovertonight.I'vemade

arrangementswithher.Ireallywantustofix

things.Foroursakeandmother'ssake.She

wouldbehappyseeustogetherhappy.

Pamelaandherfatherarealsocomingover.

I'veorganisedacheftoprepareamealgotus,I

justwantmysisterback.Iknowweneglected

herbutInowIwantthingsfixed.

.

.

ISABELLA

I'm atourflatwearingearrings.I'm preparing

fortonight'sdinnerathome.I'm willingtofix



thingswithmysiblingsandmoveonfrom my

badpast.I'm wearingablackdresswithbrown

sandals.Nathiisintheloungewaitingforme.

HeofferedtodrivemetheresinceSindyis

workinghernightshift.Itakemypursewithmy

phoneandlipstickinside.

IjoinNathiinthelounge

me:Wecangonow

him :Youlookbeautiful

me:Thankyou

Hetakesmywaistandoureyescollide.Wekiss,

astrongpassionatekiss.Webreakitaftera

whileandwegotothecar.I'm abit

embarrassedbutheseemsfine.Hedrivesme

homeandallthememoriescomeflashingback

thatitalmostmakesmecry.

Wegooutandheholdsmyhand

him :Bye



me:Comein

him :No

me:Please

Ibeguntilhefinallyagrees.

Wewalkdownthepathandknock,Kyileopens

forus

ShebreaksdownandIholdher.

me:Sshhhdon'tcry.I'm herenow.

her:I'm sorry

Shecriesforawhilethenstopswegoinand

everyoneseemsseated.

IfreezewhenIseePamelaandmyfather.
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ISABELLA



Iwanttorunbackandgobackhome.Iwalk

closertothedinningroom whereeveryoneis

sittingandNathiisrightnexttome.

Ilookatthem andI'm stillnotseated.So

Romeohasmadetrucewithamanthatwasn't

thereonhisbirth?IlookatNathiandhelooks

atmewithhiseyebrowsbroughttogether.I

fakeasmileandsitdownandhesitsnextto

me.

Myfatherlooksatmeandhisalsoconfused.

Hewantstosaysomethingbutkeepsquiet.

Pamela:Isabella?

Shestandsupandsmiles

Pamela:God,Iheardwhathadhappenedto

you!

Ilookatherandsheseemsnottorealize

what'sgoingon.

me:OhyesPamela,Icameout.



Pamela:Isee,youlookbeautiful

me:Thankyou

Romeo:Youknoweachother?

PamelaYesbabe.WewerefriendsinVarsity

butshedisappeared.

RomeolooksdownbutmydadandIare

lookingateachother

me:SoRomeoyouhavemadetrucewithdad?

Evenafterwhathedid?Notbeingthereonyour

birth?

Kinglooksatmeandlaughs.

King:WhatareyoutalkingaboutIsabella?I

onlymetyourmotherwhenRomeowas3,of

courseIwouldn'tbethereonRomeo'sbirth.

IlookatKingandfakeasmile

me:Notyou,him [Pointingatmydad]

RomeoandPamelalookatme.



Pamela:NoIsabella,thisismyfather,Lubabalo

Mbatha.Hedoesn'thaveanykids.

Ilaugh

me:Sohedidn'ttellyou?

Romeo:Isabellawhat'sgoingon?

Pamela:Isabellayoushouldgobacktothat

MentalHospital,you'recrazybabes

Romeo:PamelaShutup!

Hehitsthetable.Icanseehisangryalready

Dad:Pamela,Romeoshe'sright.I'm yourfather

Romeo:What?

Iseetearsthreateninghiseyes

Pamela:Whydidn'tyoutellmehisyourson?

She'salreadycrying

Pamela:I'm busysleepingwithmybrotherand

yousaynothing?



Shestandingupandlookingatdad.

Dad:IreallywouldhavetoldyouNunu.Ididn't

know,Iwasn'ttherewhenRomeowasbornand

Ionlysawhim oncewhenhewas2.

Ilookdown.

Romeo:Pleaseexcuseme

Hewalksupthestairsanddisappearsinthe

passage

Pamela:IhateyouDad!

Shestormsouttheloungeandgoesoutthe

houseslammingthedoor.

IlookatNathanandKing,theyarestunnedby

thesuddendrama.

Dad:I'm sorrymychild.

me:IthinkIshouldgo.

Istandupandwalk.Nathifollowsme.

Wegointothecarandthereisawkwardsilence.



Ilookathim andthetearscomerunningdown.

Myfamilyisjustamess.

.

.

NATHI

IsabellaandIgointothecarafterthatwhole

dramainthehouse.

Shecryinginmyarms.I'm sureshe'shurtafter

everything.

AndIonlyfoundouttodaythatshehadbeenat

amentalhospital.She'sbeenthroughalotand

thisisjustaddingtoherpain.Shedoesn't

deservethis.Andhowcouldherfatherbeso

selfish.Leavehischildrenwiththeirmotherand

makemorewithoutthem knowingeachother.

Iam hurtandangrymyself.

Her:Ithinkyoushouldtakemehome.



me:Ofcourse.

her:Imeanyourhome

Icanseehertears,buttheblackbecauseofthe

blackthingshehadinhereyes.

me:Ofcourse

Ismileatherandmyheartbreaksdowninto

pieces.Ihateseeingherlikethis.Itmakesme

weak.

.

.

ROMEO

Igointomyroom afterthedramainthelounge.

SoI'vebeensleepingwithmyoldersister.

HowKarmaisabitch.

Imean,IlovePamela.HowI'llIbeabletolook

atherintheeyes.

Andmyfather,howcouldhebecruel?



Hehasneverbeeninmylife,notevenonce.

I'm sittingontheedgeofmybedlookingatmy

mother'spictureonthewall.

Whereareyouwhenweneedyou?

Isaytomyselfandthetearscomerushing

down.

Myparentshavebeenselfish.

Mymotherkilledherselfleaving4kidsbehind,

onlythinkingaboutherself.Didn'tshecare.

Myfather,leavingusatatenderage.Didhe

carewhatweeat?Orevenwear.

Howcouldtheybesoselfish
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Wegohome,myhome.Iparkthecarinthe



garage.iopenthedoorforherandgivehermy

jackettocovershoulders.Ilockthecarand

walkwithher.Wegothroughthekitchendoor.

Wegototheloungeandshesitsonthecouch.

Ilookatherandshelooksexhausted.

me:Whatwouldyouliketoeat?

her:I'm nothungry

me:Youhavetoeat.

her:Makemecoffee.

me:YouhavetoeatsomethingMinehle.

her:Okaymakemeapeanutbuttersandwich.

Iwalkbacktothekitchenandmakeherpeanut

buttersandwichandhercoffee.

her:Thankyou

Isitdownandwatchhereat.She'seating

slowly.Iseetearsthreateninghereyes.

me:Don'tdothistoyourself



Thetearsescapehereyes.Igottoherandput

theplateandcuponthetable.Iholdherand

sheweepssilently.

MyheartbreakswhenIhearherweeps.

me:Shhhh

her:Mylifeisamess.

me:Wewillfixthis.Ican'tstandtoseeyoucry.

Pleasestop

Shewipeshertearsandlet'sgo.

her:Nathiwhyareyoudoingthis?

Isighandstandup.Ilookoutmywindow.

me:BecauseIloveyou.

Ihearherstandupandshehugsmefrom

behind.

her:Whydidn'tyoutellme?

Sherestsherheadonmyback.

me:Iknowhowstubbornyouare.You'd



probablyleavemehanging

Ihearherlaughandthatwarnsmyheart.

her:Iloveyoutoo.

Ifreeze.Didshejustsaythosewords?

Shelet'sgoandIturnaround

me:Doyoumeanthat?

ShenodsandIpickherup.Ikissherandshe

responses.

Ibreakthekiss

me:Whatdoesthismean?

her:Intermsof?

me:Areweanitem ?

her:No

Ifrownindisappointment

Shelaughs

her:Yes



Ipickherupandkissher.

.

.

ISABELLA

Hepicksmeupandkissesme.Wesharea

passionatekiss.Heunhooksmydressandbra.

Hecupsmyboobsandkissesthem slowly.

Mydressandbrafalltotheground.Hepicks

meupandwalksuptohisbedroom.Helocks

theroom andthrowsmeonthebed.

Hrtakesoffhisshirtandpants.Hismanhoodis

alreadyhard

Hetakesmypantiesoffhisunderwear.

Heplantskissesallovermybody.

It'sthefirsttimeamanhasseenmybodyand

I'm abituncomfortable

Ihidemycookieandhelooksatme



him :What'swrong?

me:I'm avirgin.

Helooksatme

him :I'llbegentlemylove.

Inodandheremovesmyhands.

Hekissedmycookie.Hetheholdshis

manhoodandgoesingentlyashesaid.It's

painfulIevencry.

him :I'm sorry

Hewipesmytearsandgoesinfurther.

me:Ouch

him :I'm sorry

Hegoesbackandforthslowly

It'snotthatsoreanymoreandmybodyis

relieved

HegoesfasterandIenjoyitabit.



After3roundshecollapsesonme.

Helooksatme

him :Iloveyou
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Oneweeklater

Ihadn'tbeenfeelingwellsincemyfirst

intercoursewithNathi.Ifeltdizzyattimesand

verynauseous.IhadheadachesattimesandI

wouldvomitnowandthen.It'sFridaytodayand

I'm gettingreadyforwork.Ididmyhygiene

process,driedandlotionmybody.Iworejeans,

theLa'KhumzT-shirtandblackvans.Itiedmy

hairintoabunandworelittlemake-up.

IwenttothekitchenandSindyhadalreadyleft.

Imadebreakfast.

MyphonerangasIhadbreakfast.It'sNathi



him :Baby

me:Hi

him :Yousoundtired

me:Iam.Youknowthedizzinessisstillon.

him :Ithinkweshouldseeadoctor

me:Ithinksotoo.

him :I'llfetchyounow.Whatareyoudoing?

me:I'm havingbreakfast

him :Okaybaby.I'm coming

me:Okay,bringmesomethingtoeat

Helaughs

him :Ithoughtyousaidyou'rehavingbreakfast

me:Please

him :Okaybaby

Ihangupandcontinueeating.

.



.

NATHI

Igetmycarkeysandmakemywaytothecar.

SinceIsabellahasn'tbeenwellIhavetomake

time.Ifitmeanshermissingworkthensobeit.

It'sbeenaweeksincemyincounterwith

Minehle.Igointomycaranddriveoutmyyard.

Ilockthegateanddriveoff.

ArrivingatSindy'sflatIgooutthecarandlock

it.

Iwalktotheirflatandknock.Sheopens

her:Myfood.

me:Shit

Itotallyforgot.

Sherollshereyeswhichannoysmeinstantly

ShewalksawayandIfollow

me:Don'trollyoureyesatme.



her:Fuckyou

Ipickherup

me:Isaiddon'trollyoureyes.

her:Let'sgo

Iputherdownandwegoout.Iopenthedoor

forherandshegoesin.Igotomysideandgo

in.

Idriveoffandshe'ssilent

Idrivetoaprivateclinicandshegoesoutwith

thefollowing.

Wegoinsideandtothereceptionist

Receptionist:Sir,ma'am howcanIhelpyou?

me:ImadeanappointmentwithDrNaidoo

earlierthismorning

Receptionist:Yournamesir?

me:NkosinathiKhumalo,Imadean

appointmentforMissMinehleIsabella



Matthews

Receptionist:Ohyes

Shesmiles

Receptionist:Pleasefollowme

WefollowherandI'm holdingMinehle'shand

Receptionist:Pleasegoin.

WegoinandMrNaidoostandsup.

Naidoo:Khumalo

me:Naidoohowareyou?

Naidoo:I'm fine.Pleasetakeaseat

BothMinehleandIsitdown

Naidoo:MissMatthewswhat'sthematter?

her:I'm sick

Naidoo:That'sobviousbutwhat'swrong?

me:Shegetsdizzy,etnauseousandshe

vomitsattimes



her:AndIgetserveheadaches.

Naidoo:Oh

Hetakesacontainer

Naidoo:MissMatthewspleaseurinateinthis

container

Shetakesthecontainerandgoestothetoilet

Shecomesbackwiththecontainerwithurine.

Naidoo:Thankyou.

Heputsinglovesandtakesthecontainer

Hetakesapieceofpaperandputsitin.

Hewaitsforafewminutes.

Naidoo:Missyou'repregnant

Istandup,surprised

me:What?

Naidoo:You'regoingtobeafather.

her:That'simpossible
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ISABELLA

Idon'twantababy.Notnow.NotwhenI'vejust

brokenmyviginity.Imeanisitfair?Icould

haveatleastenjoyedthesexfirstbesidesI

thoughtIwouldhaveachildwhenI'm married

withsomeoneI'dmarry.HowdoIknowNathi

willbeherewithme.

me:Idon'twantthebaby.

Nathilooksatmeshocked.

him :What?

me:IsaidIdon'twantthisbaby.Notwithyou

Istandup

him :WellMinehleifyouknowwhat'sgoodfor

you,youwon'tkillthischild.

me:Thisisgoodforme.Iwon'thavethischild.



Mysalarywon'tbeenough

him :Wellmysalaryismorethanenough

IwalkoutoftheDoctor'sofficeandNathi

follows.

Wenowattheparkinglot,alone.

me:I'm nothavingthischild

him :I'llkillyouwoman.

me:Areyouthreateningme?

him :I'lldoit

me:OpenthecarIwanttogohome.

him :Soyoucankillmechild.We'regoingtomy

house.

HeopensthecarandIgoin.Hegoestohis

sideandgoesin.Hedrivesawaytheclinicand

goesstraighttohishouse.Isaynothingtohim.

Hisselfishandarrogant.Ican'thaveachild

withhim.



Igooutassoonadhisparkedthecarinhis

yard.

Heclosesthedoorandfollows.

him :Andyouwon'tbeworkingfrom nowon

me:I'm notsick

him :Andmymom willcomehelpyou

me:That'sunfair.

him :Understood?

me:Doesyourmom havetocome?

him :Idon'twantmychildkilled.

me:Okayfine!Iwon'tgetanabortion

him :YoubetterorIpromiseI'llkillyouMiss

Matthews

me:Mxm

IwalktotheloungeandswitchontheTV

me:I'm hungry



him :I'llmakeyoufood.

.

.

NATHI

Imakemywaytothekitchen.I'm goingtobea

father,nothingexcitesmethanthat.

Imakeherasandwichthendecidetocall

Hammer

Heanswersonthesecondring

him :Boy

me:I'm goingtobeafather

him :Whooooa.What?NkosinathiKhumaloa

father?Tellmeyou'rejoking.That'simpossible

me:Wellyouheardmeright.I'm gonnabea

father

him :Damnboy,congradulations

me:Thankyouboy



him :AndifitsaboyhisnameisThokozani

me:Idon'twantmyboyfuckeduplikeyou

Welaugh

"Nathimyfood!!!!"

me:Eishboywewilltalk.Babymamawants

herfood.

Helaughs

him :Iloveyou.

Ilaughandhangup.

Iwalkbacktotheloungeandgiveherherfood.

Ifeellikeit'sgonnabealongninemonths.
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Iwakeupinthemorningandstretchwhileon

thebed.Igooutandreachformyshoes.I



decidedtosleepinadifferentroom,Imeanwe

notmarriednotengaged.Doesn'tmeanwe

shouldshareacauseI'm pregnant.Imakemy

waydownstairsandhismakingbreakfast.He

seemshappyaboutthiswholepregnancyissue.

HemakesfoodandsaidIshouldstopworking.

HecalledSindyandtoldhereverythingandshe

seemedquitehappy.Isitonthehighchairand

lookathim.HesmileswhenhenoticesI'm

around.Hecomesandkissesmycheek.

him :How'smyQueen?

me:I'm notsick

Helaughsandwalksbacktothebreakfast.

him :Ihopeyousleptwellandrememberwe

goingshoppingtoday.

me:Ohyes.

Ismileandwaitforhim tofinish.

him :Whenareyougonnafixthingswithyour



family?

OhIdidn'texpectthat.

me:Soon.

TobehonestI'm notreadyforthem.Ifeel

drainedandit'stheirfaultIlost10yearsofmy

life.

him :Theyneedtoknowaboutus.Aboutthis

pregnancy

me:HaveyoutoldyourMom anddad?

him :Yes,theywantmetopayforthedamages.

me:Arrgitdoesn'tmatter.

him :It'sveryimportantonmyfamily.Here,eat

HegivesmeafullEnglishbreakfastplate.

me:Thankyou

Ismileanddigin.

Heeatswithmeoveralightconversation.



"Youlookgood"

Hesaysaftertakingainnocentshower.

Iblush

me:Thankyou.

him :Weshouldgetgoing

Hekissesmyforeheadandgrabsmyhand.

him :Let'sgo

Ilaughasherushesdownstairswithme.

Hetakeshiscarkeysandwegooutwithhim

lockingthehousedoor.

Weapproachhiscarandheopensforme.

Hegoestohissideanddrivesoff.

ArrivingatthemallwegotoLegitandother

shopsformyclothes.Ibuydresses,tops,tights,

shoesandanewphone.Idomyhairandnails.

Perksofhavingarichmanasaboyfriend.As

weabouttoleaveSteersalady,whosetalland



darkwithaafroapproachesus.

her:HaoNathialready?[Looksatme]What

areyoutohim ?

me:I'm hisgirlfriend

him :Nandipleasenotnow.

her:[Lookingatme]He'sgoingtouseyou

babygirl.Don'tthinkhisyoursonly,hewillbuy

youalltheseexpensivegiftsjusttobribeyouin

havingsexwithhim.Afterthathewilldumpyou

likeapieceofpaper.

Ilookatherspeechless

Nathigrabsherarm.

.

.

NATHI

IgradNandi'sarm andtalkwithherontheside.

me:Leave.



her:Don'tblamemefortellingherthetruth.

me:That'snottrue.LookNandiIdon'tloveyou.

her:Andyouloveher?

me:Toomuch.

Shelaughs.

me:Weexpectingababy

Shestopslaughingandlooksatmewithtears

threateninghereyes.

IlookatMinehleandshe'sjustlookingatus.

me:Leavemealone

"Baby!"

IlookbackandIseeBrian

Nandiquicklywipesthetearsthathave

escapedhereyes.

SheturnsaroundandhugsBrian.

her:Baby,wheredidyoudisappearto?



Hekisseshercheek

him :Igotyouthis.

BrianlooksmydirectionandseesMinehle

him :MissMatthews

HegoestoMinehleandkissesherhand.

him :Howhaveyoubeen?

Minnie:I'vebeengreatMrBanda,youwentall

AWOLonme.

him :WhatcanIsayyoumovedonwithhim

Minnie:Don't-

me:Ithinkweshouldgo

Ipullherhandandweleavewithnoonesaying

awordtoeachother.

.

.

NANDI



I'm hurt

I'm destroyed

Sohisexpectingachildwiththatthing?

IloveNathi.NomanmakesmefeellikeNathi,

notevenBrian.

Wewalloutthemallandmakeourwaytohis

car.I'm stillholdingthechocolateshegaveto

me.Idon'tsayanythingtoBrianandIthinkhe

understandsIdon'twanttotalksincehealso

saysnothing.Wegoinandhedrives

immediately.

IthinkIshouldendthisrelationshipandgetmy

manimmediately!
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Wedrovebacktohishousesilently.Ididn't

knowhowtofeel,whetherIshouldbehurtor

angry.Ididn'twantsayanythingtoNathi.I

hatedhadtodealwithhispastgirlfriend's

insecurities.Hrdrovestraighthome.Hedrives

intothegarageandgoesout.Ialsogooutand

reachformythingsintheboot.He'sdeadsilent

andIdarenottosayanything.Hiseyesarered

andhishelpingmewiththeplastics.

Igothoughthekitchendoorandmakemyway

tothelounge.

"Ihopeyoudon'tbelieveher.She'smad!"

Ilookathim andhisryesarered.Toored.

Icanseehisangryandwantstodosomething

Ilookathim andsaynothing.

him :Saysomething

me:I'm notangry.It'snotlikeyou'reina

relationship



Hesmilesandcomesclosertome.

Hepullsmeinahug

him :Iwouldn'tdoanythingtohurtyou.Ilove

you.

me:Iloveyouutoo.

Helet'sgoandlooksatme.

Ifeeltearsthreateningmyeyesandhewipes

them aftertheyhavefallen.

him :Don'tcry.

Hesitsdownandpullsmetohislap.

him :I'llfixthis.Idon'twantyoustressing.It's

badforthebaby.

Ismokethroughmytears.Ilovehowhis

supportivethroughmypregnancy.

Pregnancyisbeautifulwhenthefatheris

committed.

me:Thankyou.



HekissesmynoseandIsmile.Istandupfrom

hislapandmakemywaytothekitchenwith

him following.

.

.

NATHI

Ifollowhertothekitchen.Icanseeshe'sstill

sadaboutthiswholeNandithingbutI'llhaveto

makeaplan.IloveMinehle,that'swhatNandi

doesn'tunderstand.Idon'tloveher,that's

wherethedifferenceis.

me:Baby

her:Mmmh?

me:I'm goingout

Shefrowns.Icupherfaceandkissher

forehead

me:Heyhey,I'llbebacknownow.



her:Okay

Ikisshercheek

Imakemywayout.IcallNandiforustomeet

Sheanswersonthesecondring.

her:Hello

me:Canwemeet?

her:Ofcourse,where?

me:I'llsendyouthelocation.

Ithenhangupandsendherthelocation.

IgetintomycaranddrivetothehouseIwant

ustomeetat.

It'sanoldwarehouseIusedwhenIkilledpeople

whomessedwithme.IneverthoughtI'dbe

backhereagain,butsomepeoplekeepdigging.

IparkandIseehercarisalreadyparked.

Iwalkinandshe'swanderingaround.

Shejumpswhensheseesme.Asmilecreeps



onmyfaceasImovecloser

her:Whydidyouwantusyomeet?Youalready

regretyourdecision.

Islapherandshefallsdown.Shecriessoftlyas

Ikeepkickingher.

me:That'smywifeNandi,Iloveher.

IstopasIhearhersoftcries.

her:PleaseI'm sorry.I'llbackoff.

IcallHammerandheanswers

him :Fella

me:Ineedafavour

him :I'm listening

me:Ihaveagirlhere,pleasegettheboysI

wantthem tolookafterherforafewdays

Helaughs

him :It'sNandi



me:Yeah

him :Okayboy

Ihangupandwatchherweepsofty

.

.

NANDI

Icrysoftlyonthefloorashewatchesme.Isee

hiseyesareredandhisnotsorryatall.Idon't

seetheNathiIknow,hewasallsweetinhigh

school.Whathappenedtohim ?

Afterafewminutesafewmangatherinand

greetNathi.Theylookfamiliarfrom theday

Lungawaskilled.

Nathi:Keephersafeforafewdays.Iwanther

tolearnalesson

Man1:Sureboss

Nathi:I'llcometomorrow.I'vegotagirlfriendto



attend.

Man2:Greetherforme.

Nathi:Sureboy

HemakeshiswayoutandI'm extremelyweak.

Man3:Youshouldhaveknownbetterthanto

messwithShadow.

Hepicksmeupandtakesmetoanotherroom

wherethereisabed,atinywindow.

Hegoesoutandlocksthedoor.

GodwhathaveIdone?
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NATHI

Imademywaytothecarandgotin.Itooka

deepbreaththenstarteddriving.Idroveto

MacDonald'stogetMinehlesomethingtoeat

thendrovestraighthome.



ArrivinghomeIdrovestraightintomygarage

andgotoutthecartakingthefoodwith.Imade

mywaythroughthekitchendoorandplacedthe

foodonthecounter.Minehlewassleepingon

thecouchwhenIgottothelounge.

Ikisshercheekthentakeapictureofher

sleepinganduploaditonmyWhatsAppprofile

picture.

Igoupstairsandgetherablanketandcover

herbodythekisshercheek.

Imakemywaytothestudytocatchupwithmy

work.

AfterI'vedonealltheworkIclosemylaptop

andgotothelounge.IgetthereandMinehleis

eatingtheMacDonaldIboughtearlier.

Shesmileswhensheseesme.Ikissher

foreheadandtakeachipfrom herpacket

her:You'rearound.



me:Yes.Babeit'sFriday.

her:And?

me:Weshouldgoout.

her:No,I'm fine.Howabout-

SheisdisturbedbyaknockandIrushtothe

door.

Mom andDad.

Great!

me:Baba,Mama

Ma:Myboy

Ikisshercheekandshehugsme.

Ilookatdadandhejustnods

Imakeawayforthem andtheygoin.Ihelp

them withthebagsastheygotothelounge.

.

.



ISABELLA

Hismom goesinalooksatme.Hisdadfollows

withhim.

TheyalllookatmeandIlookdown.

Hismom :Hao.Whatisshedoinghere?I

thoughtyousaidshe'sjustacolleague

Nathi:She'sthegirlIimpregnated

Hisdad:Youhaven'tpaidforthedamagesnor

thelobolaandshe'salreadystayinghere.

Hismom :Thisisnonsense.Shemustleave

Nathi:She'snotgoinganywhere.[Looksatme]

Comelet'sgo.

HeputshishandoutandIstandupandholdit.

Hismom :HeywenaNathi.Shemustgo,she's

notyoursyet

Nathi:Haomama,thisismyhouse.Youdon't

gettotellmewhathappensinmyhouse.If



you'vegotaproblem pleaseleave!

Heclickshistoungeandpullsme.Wewalk

upstairsandgotohisbedroom.

me:Thatwasunnecessary.

him :Nahthiswomangetstome.

Hepullsmecloseandkissesme.Astheysay

therestishistory.

Wejustaddingearsandlegstothebaby.Lol!
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IwakeuplaterthatmorningandNathiisstill

sleeping.Iknowhistiredfrom allthesexfrom

yesterday.Ikisshischeekandgetup.Heturns

hisheadaroundandopenshiseyesslowly.He

smilesfaintlyandpullsmebacktobed.He

plantskissesallovermyfaceandIlaugh.



him :Iloveyouokay.

me:Iloveyoutoo.

him :Let'stakeashower

Hepicksmeupandwalksustotheshower.He

opensthetapandthewaterflowsdownour

bodies.

Wetakeainnocentshowerandgetdressed.He

sitsonthebedandpullsmetohislap.

Helooksatmeandkissesmyforehead.

him :YouknowIloveyouright?

Inod

him :Babypleasefixthingswithyourfamily.

Ilookathim andhe'sserious.

me:Why?

him :Iwanttheirblessingineverythingwedo.

Westillneedtopaydamagesforourbaby.

Isigh,he'sright.



Ikisshisnose

me:I'llcallRomeotodayandtryfixthings.

Hesmilesandkissesme

him :Thankyou,nowlet'sgohavebreakfast

withyourMonster-in-laws.

Ilaughandwegodownstairs

Hisfatherisreadinganewspaperandhis

motherisfixingbreakfast.Hismotherlooksat

us

Nathi:Goodmorning

Hisdad:Boy

me:MorningMr&MrsKhumalo.

Hisfathersmilesatmeandnods.

Hismom :Goodmorningsweetheart

Nathilooksatme

"Sweetheart"?Isshepullingastuntnow?



Wesitdownandwaitforthebreakfast.

Shedishesupforusandwesayalittleprayer

beforeweeat.

Wediginaftertheprayer.

Hismom clearsherthroat

Hismom :Iwanttoapologize

IlookatherandIseeNathiisalsoshocked.

Hismom :Youguysloveeachotherandwho

am Itostandintheway.Baby,I'm sorryhowI

spoketoyourgirlfriendyesterday.

Nathi:It'sokayMa

Hismom :It'snotokay.Iwaswrong.[Looksat

me]What'syournameagain?

me:Isabella

Nathi:Minehle

Ismile

Hismom :Isabella.ImeanMinehleI'm sorrymy



child.TheattitudeIgaveyouwasbeyondmy

personality

Ismileatherandholdherhand.

me:It'sokay.

Shesmiles

her:Welcometothefamily.

WetalkoveralightconversationandIhelpher

withthedishesafterbreakfast.

.

.

NATHI

Ikisshercheekandleaveforthewarehouse.

IgetintomycaranddrivesilentlyasIthinkof

Nandi.

IparkintheyardandIhearHammersvoice.

Igooutmycarandwalkinside.



Hammerandtheboysareplayingcards.

Iwalkinandgreetthem.

me:Whereisshe?

Hammer:Daar

Hesayspointingatalockeddoor.

me:Givemethekeys

HegivesmethekeysandIapproachtheroom.

Iopenandshestartscrying.

Shestopswhensheseesme

her:Nathi,pleaseI'velearntmylesson.Please

letmego.Myboysneedme

me:Noyouhaven't.Areyouhungry?

her:No!

Ilaugh

me:Okay,lemmegoKe

Igooutandshestartscryingagain.



IlockthedoorandgiveHammerthekeys.

me:Gunmangethersomethingtoeat.

Ileavethewarehouseandgototherestaurant.

.

.

ISABELLA

Igoupstairsafterwashingthedishesandcall

Romeo.Heanswersonthesecondring

him :Isabella,whatapleasantsurprise.

Ismile

me:Canwetalk?

him :Yes

me:Iwantustofixthingsasafamily

him :Really?

me:Yes

him :Dadwillbehappy



me:Youtalktohim ?

him :Yeswefixedthings.

me:AndPamela

him :I'vegotagirlfriendnow.

me:Oh,thatwasfast

him :Ihadtoletgo.Whencanwemeet?

me:Howabouttomorrowmorning,breakfast?

him :Perfect.Ihavetogo

me:Cool

him :Iloveyou

me:Seeyou

Ihangup.
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ISABELLA

It'sthenextday,andI'm onmywaytoMugg



andBeanwhereRomeoandIagreedtomeet.

NathiistakingmetoMuggandBeanandthe

driveissilent.

Iallowourthoughttodothetalking.Ithink

werearebothabitscaredofwhatmight

happen.Wedriveintothemallandhestopsata

parkinglot.Webothgooutandhelocksthe

door.Heholdsmyhandandwegoin.He

quicklykissesmyforeheadandwegointo

MuggandBean.

him :Ihopethisgoeswell.

Ismileathim.

IseeRomeo,Dad,KyileandPamelaaresitting

together,talking.

Iclearmythroatwhenwereachthetableand

theyalllookup.DadstandsupforahugandI

hughim,heshakesNathi'shandandsitsdown

again.

NathiandIsitdownandgreeteveryone.



Romeo:I'm gladtoseeyouIsabella,Iwas

happywhenIreceivedyourcall.

me:Yeah.

Dad:Uhm,Romeotellsmeyou'rereadytobe

partofthefamily.

me:Listen,I'lldothetalking.

Iclearmythroat.

me:IwanttofixthingsbecauseIdon'twant

conflict.IhaveaboyfriendnowandIlivewith

him,soI'dappreciateifIreceivedyourblessing.

Nathi:Whatshemeansisshe'dliketomake

peacewithyouguysbecausesheneedyou

me:Idon'tneedthem.Isurvived10years

withoutthem,withoutanyoneofthem seeing

them.AndtodaytheythinkIneedthem.

Nathi:Minehleplease.

Ikeepquiet



Romeo:Isabellawesorryabouteverything,I'd

likeustomakepeace.Mom wouldbehappy.

me:Don'tyoudareputmom inthis.

Pamela:IsabellaIunderstandyourfrustration

butwecanfixthis.

Kylieisalreadyintears.

Kylie:PleaseIsabella,youknowhowmuchthis

hurtsme.

Nathi:Pleasebaby

me:Okayfine.

NathiholdsmyhandandIsmileathim.

Romeo:I'm sorrySis,pleaseforgiveeachone

ofusherincludingdad.

me:You'reallforgiven.I'llletthisallgobutI

won'tforget.Itstillhurts.

Dad:Andwearesorrymybaby.Letusplease

beonefamily.



me:Okayfine.Iforgive.

Romeostandsuptohugmeandwesharea

hug.Dadjoinsthehugandweallshareagroup

hug.

Wethensitdown.

Nathi:MinehleandIhavegotgreatnewsto

share.

Romeo:Oh

Dad:Whatwouldthatbe?

Nathi:Wepregnant

Kyliescreamsandjumpstohugme.

Romeo:I'm goingtobeaunclesosoon.Damn,

I'm happyforyou

Dad:I'm happymybaby.Yourrelationshipis

blessed.

Ismilethroughmytears.

Wethentalkaboutrandom thingsandleave



lateron.

.

.

NATHI

I'm gladthingswentwell,sonowIcantake

Minehleasmywifeandourrelationshipis

blessed.Wemakeourwayoutthemallandinto

thecar.WegotoanothermalltobutherRed

velvetcakeandafewgoodiesthenmakeour

wayhome.

her:Baby,I'm happywefixedthings

me:Thingsarelookinggood.

Shesmilesandfocusesontheroadagain.

Wedrivinghomeoveralightconversation

me:Nowyoucangiveme15children

Shelaughsandthatwarmsmyheart.

her:No,4atleast



me:Agreed

Welaughandsheleansovertokissme.

Arrivinghomemom iscookinganddadis

watchingsomesoccermatch.

Ikissmymom andmakemywaytothelounge.

Isabellastaysinthekitchenwithmom.

Isitonthecouchanddadlooksatme

him :Bafanas(Boy)

me:Baba(Dad)

him :Yini(What'swrong)

me:I'vegotsomethingtotellyou

him :I'm listening

me:IthinkI'm readytopaylobolatothe

Mbathafamily.

Asmilecreepsonhisface.Hehasbeenwaiting

forthismoment.

.



.

NANDI

I'm lyingonthebedwithablanketonme.All

that'sonmymindismyboys,howarethey?

TearsstrolldownmyfaceasIthinkofthem.

Thedooropensandsomeguycomesin.His

holdingfoodandIgethungryinstantly.

HehandsmethedishandIgrabit.Helaughs

andwalksout.IeatslowlyasIthinkwhatmy

boyscouldbeeating

MybodyisstifandI'm weak

Godthisistourtue.
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ISABELLA

Twodayslater:

I'm sittingaloneintheloungewatchingamovie.



Nathiwenttoameetingandhisparentswentto

seeSindy.I'm watchingaveryemotionalmovie

andI'm cryingwithaboxoftissues.Pregnancy

isalsoputtingpressureonmebeingemotional.

IhearthekitchendooropenandNathiwalksin

lookinggorgeous.

Hesmilesandsitsnexttome.Hekissesmy

cheekandlooksatme

me:What?

him :Gobath

me:Why?

him :Wehavetobesomewhere

me:No

him :Iwasn'taskingyou

Ilaugh.

Hepicksmeandwalkswithupstairsandputs

medown.



him :Gobathwoman.Hurryup

Iwalkintoourbedroom stripnaked.Istand

outsidetheshowerasIwaitforwarm waterto

pour.Igoinafterthetemperatureofthewater

iscool.Itakeashoweranddryandlotionmy

body.

Iwearawhiteshortsummerdresswithsandals.

Itiemyhairintoamessybunandwearearring.

ImakemywahdownstairsandNathiissitting

onthecouchandhisonphone.Hestandsup

andputshisphoneI'm hispocketwhenhe

realisesI'm there

him :Youlookbeautiful

Ismileandhekissesmynose

me:Thankyou.

Hepullsmeintoahugandholdmetight

him :Iloveyou

me:Iknowyoudo.



Helaughsandlet'sgo.

him :Let'sgo.

Hepicksmeupasalwaysandwalksout.

Weapproachthecarandwegoin.Hedrives

outtheyardandspeedstothemainroad.

Hedrivesustoastadium.

me:Seriously?Whyarewehere?

him :You'llsee

Irollmyeyesandlookaway.

him :Don'trollyoureyesatme.

Ilaughandgoout.

Hegoesoutandtakesmyhand.Wegointothe

stadium entrance.

Iseehisfamily,friendsandmyfamily.Iletgo

ofhishand.Iwalkcowardandhefollows.

Ilookatthem andNathanisholdingasign

written:LOOKUP



Ilookupandahelicopterandflagwritten:WILL

YOUMARRYME?

IcovermyfacewithNYhandsandcry.Iturn

aroundandNathiisonhiskneeswithahuge

stonediamondring.

him :Don'tcrymybaby

Igivehim myhand

me:YesIwillmylove

Heslidestheringinmyfingerandpicksmeup

forahug.

him :Iloveyou.

.

.

NANDI

IhearthedooropenharshlyandIknowit'sone

ofthemen.Hewalksinholdingfoodandwater.

him :Eat.Gunmanwillcomewithwaterforyou



tobathandfreshclothes.Youleavingtoday.

me:Oh?

him :Yes,hejustwantsyoutostaywayfrom

him.Hisengagednowandfamilymattertothat

man.Juststayaway.Don'tmesswithShadow.

Heclickshistoungeandwalksout.

Hisengagednow?

Inhighschoolhesaidhewouldnevermarrynot

evenme.

I'm hurtbutIhavetoletgo.IloveNathibutthe

warhastocometoanend.Thisgirlhasstolen

hisheart.

Isawmyselfhavinghiskids.

Isawmyselfbeinghiswife.

Isawmywholefutureinhiseyes.

Butnow.nowistimetoletgo.

It'stimeIfocusonmyboysandBrian.Heloves



meandtheleastIcandoisreturnthefavour.

.

.

NATHI

Ibookedusahotelsoweonourwaythere.I'm

happy,I'm justtoohappy.

Wemakeourwaytothecarandgoin.Wedrive

awayfro.thestadium.

IdrivetoProteaGoldHotelandIbookusin.

Shecan'tstoodlookingandadmiringthe

engagementring.

Wegotoourroom andsettlein.

her:Thankyou

me:For?

her:Forlovingmewhennobodydid.

me:You'respecial

her:Andthisringisbeautiful



IchoseitwithSindybutIwon'ttellherthat.

Shekissesmycheek.

her:Thankyoumylove.

Ibrushhertommy

me:IloveyouMaKhumalo

her:Iloveyoutoo.
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ISABELLA

Fivemonthslater:

Iwalkintotheloungeandsitonthecouch.I'm

breathingheavily.Istandupagainandwipemy

tears.Hecomesdownstairsanddoesn'tknow

whattodoorday.Ilookathim straightinthe

eyesbuthejuststandstherewithnoreaction.I



feelthetearsrollingdownmycheeks.Thegirl

comesdownstairsandlooksatme.She's

wearinghershirtandhisadidassandals.

I'm 5monthspregnantandmybellyisshowing.

Iwalkouttheloungeandintothekitchen.Igulp

aglassofwaterandwalkoutthehouse.Ihear

thedoorshutcloseafterI'vegottenout.

"Baby,letmeexplainallofthis"

Iignorehim andgetintothecarheboughtfor

me3monthsago.

MyhandsareshakingandIdon'tknowwhatto

do.Isitinthecarforatleast30minutes,it's

lockedandhisstillstandingoutsidelookingat

me.

Idon'tknowwhattodo.

"Leavethisyardbeforeyoudosomethingcrazy

"Isaytomyself.Idriveouttheyardandspeed

totheroad.



Nathi,whywouldhesleepwithanotherwoman

onthebedweshare.Afterallthethingswe

havedoneandsaid.Ilookattheengagement

ringasitshinesonmyfinger.Ilookatmybelly

andcryimmediately.

AsIgetintothemainroad,Ihearacarbeeping

butIgetdizzyandmyeyesgetblurry.Iletgoof

thesteeringwheelandlosecontrol.Ihitacar

andI'm out.

.

.

NATHI

Idon'tknowwheresheisorwhattodomyself.

Igivethatgirlmoneyandtellhertoleave.Icall

Sindyandaskifshe'sthereandshesaysno.

Iquicklygetdressedandgotothelounge.

ItakemyphoneandcarkeysbutbeforeIcan

leavemyphonerings.



me:Hello

caller:Goodafternoon,isthisMrKhumalo?

me:Speaking.

caller:AwomanherebythenameofMiss

IsabellaMatthewshasbeeninvolvedinacar

accidentand-

me:Whichhospital?

HetellsmethedetailsandIhangup.

Itakemycarkeys,gotomycaranddriveour

theyard.

ArrivingRomeo,herfatherandKyilearealready

there

me:Howisshe?Isthebabyfine.

Romeo:Wedon'tknowyet.

Isitdownandheaveahugesigh.

Thisisallmyfault.I'm theonewhopushed

hereaway.Nowshe'sinhospitalfightingfor



bothherandthebaby.

I'm ahorriblefiancéandfather.

.

Thedoctorcomesandweallstandup.

Doc:Evening

me:Howisshe?Isthebabyfine?

Doc:She'sgoingtobeokaybutI'm sorrywe

couldn'tsavethebaby

Iwalkawaytolistennofurther.Ijustlostmy

babyandalmostlostmyfiancéandit'sallmy

fault.

.

.

Goodmorningmyreaders

IknowthisinsertisshortI'llwritetwomore

latertoday.

Pleaselikemynewbook. MyAbusivelife.



°THESCARSMADEHERSTRONGER°

31

NATHI

Iwenthomeimmediately.Icouldn'tfaceheryet,

notafterallthis.IhurtherdeeplyandI'm not

sureshe'llforgivemeagain.Ihaven'tbeenlike

thisbefore.Ijustwantedtodigaholeandliein

it.

Idon'tknowhowshewouldfeelaboutthis.I

don'teventhinkshewillloveorseemethe

sameagain.

Idon'tknowwhatIwasthinking,bringingagirl

homebecauseMinehleisn'taround.I

disrespectedherbadlyandI'llacceptwhatever

punishmentthatcomesmyway.I'vealready

receivedmyfirstpunishment,whichislosing

myfirstchildbeforemyacts.



Igethomeandgoupstairstomybedroom.Ilie

onmybedandthetearscomerollingdownmy

cheeks.

Ihaven'tbeenmyselflately.Ineglectedherand

didn'tgiveherthetimeandattentionshe

deserves.

Sheaskedmecountlesstimeswhat'sgoingon

andtheanswerwasalwaysthesame."Nothing

babe."

Ididn'tseem tocareaboutheremotionsor

feelingsatthetime.Myonlyworrywasgirlsax

money.IsoonforgotIhaveafianceandababy

ontheway.ButIlostthatinasecond.She

mightcalltheengagementoffandthat'sdouble

theprice.

Iwouldhavelostmybabyandfiancéinasplit

second.

Myfatherwouldbedisappointedinme.And

mother,wellmotherwillbehurt.Nobecause.of



myactionsbutbecauseshe'salwayswantedto

seemehappy,andshewasexcitedaboutthe

baby.Shecouldn'twaittoholdhim inherarms

andwhenshefindsoutMinehlelostthebaby,

shewillbeshattered.

Myselfishnessandgreedhasnowtakenover

andmademeloseitall.

.

.

Hospital.

Narrated:

Isabellawakesupanddoesn'tnowhowshegot

here.Shelooksaroundandsherealisesshe'sat

thehospital.Sheinstantlyremembersshe's

pregnantbutshecan'tfeelherbelly.Shethen

getsaflashbackoftheeventsofwhat

happenedthedaybefore.Sheremembershow

shefoundherfiancéinbedwithanother

women.Sheremembersshegotintothecar



anddroveawayhome.Nowshe'satthe

hospitalandshe'snotpregnantanymore.

Anursewalksinandgivesherawarm smile.

Nurse:You'reawake.

her:Ohyes.Whathappened?

Nurse:Youwereinvolvedinacaraccident

yesterday

me:Andwhereismybaby?

Nurse:I'm sorryMissMatthewsbutyoulost

thebabyinthescene.

Isabellabreaksdownimmediatelyasshe

touchesherstomach.Sheremembersthatit's

herfiancé'sfault.Histhereasonshegotinto

thefrom thefirstplace.

Shetellsthenurseshewantstogohomebut

thenurseexplainstoherthatshecan'tleaveyet.

Thenursegiveherfood,herpillsandwaterthen

walksout.



Shewantstocommitteesuicide.Shewantsto

feelpain.

Minehlelooksforarazortocutherwriststo

forgetaboutherhorriblelose.Shewasfondof

herunbornbabyandshelostheralready.

Shesearchesforarazorandfindsoneonthe

tablenearadoctorstools.

Shegoesbacktoherbedandcutsherwrits.

Sheenjoysthepainassheliesonthebed.The

painisfulfillingherdesires.

Shecloseshereyesandlet'sthepaintakeover.
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Hospital.

Narrated:

Thenursecomesbackafewminuteslaterand

findsMinehlelyingonherbedwithherwrists

cut.Shepanicsandcallsthedoctor.Hequickly



comesandtheytrystoppingthebleeding.After

minutesoftryingtostopMinehlefrom bleeding

theysucceed.Thedoctorputsherinherown

room ashefeelssheisatreattoherselfand

everyone.Hebelievessheneedsome

counsellingandtimetoheal.Hehasdiagnosed

herwithdepressionbutfindsoutfrom her

previousfilesthatshe'soncebeendiagnosed

withdepressionandfeelsthistimeitmightbe

worse.Sheneedstherapyandserioushelp.

.

.

ISABELLA

Igetintoaclearroom.It'swhitewithno

windowsitdoor.Iwalkinslowly.I'm wearinga

purewhitedressandI'm barefoot.Iseemy

motherandgrandmothersittingonthefloor

havingaconversation.Mygrannylooksupand

smileswhensheseesme.



Sheapproachesmeandholdsmyhandtightly.

her:Isabellamybaby,what'sthematter?

Mymotherlooksatmefaintlyandtearsfall

from hereyes.

mother:Whyareyourwristslikethis?

me:I'm fine.

mother:I'm sorry.

me:It'sokay,itwas10yearsago.

Alittlebabycomesourwayandstandnearmy

granny.

child:Greatgrandmother

granny:Isabella,thisisNothandoyour

daughter

me:Idon'thaveachild

granny:Ohyes.Shediedtwodaysago.Before

shewasborn.

Nothandosmilesatme.



mother:Youwillbepregnantagainandreplace

Nothando.Shehadtocomehere.

granny:Don'tgiveuponhim.Helovesyou.

me:CanIstayherewithyou?

mother:No.No,youhavetogo.

Shepushesmeouttheroom.

.

.

NATHI

I'm sittingnexttoherholdingherhand.

Shebreathesindeeplyasifshe'sjustcome

backtolife.Shecoughsloudlyasthoughshe

can'tbreath.Iquicklygetherwater.

Shelooksatmefaintly.Iputastrawinandhelp

herdrinkwithouttouchingherwrists.

her:Thanks.

Ismile.



IknowI'vehurtherfmdeeplyandevenpushed

herintoalmostcommittingsuicide.I've

damagedhersoulandself-esteem.Shedoesn't

deservethistreatment.

ShelooksatmeforsometimeandIgetabit

nervous.Shedoesn'tsayanymorenormove.

me:I'm sorryMinehle.

Shestillsaysnothing.Sheblinksafewtimes

tryingtoavoidthetearsfrom falling.Shelooks

downandIseethetearsrushingdownher

cheeks.

her:Pleaseleave,Ineedtobealone.

me:ButI-

her:Isaidpleaseleave.

Shesayscalmly.

Istandupandlookather

me:I'm sorrymylove.Pleasetakecareand

don'teverscaremelikethat.Iloveyou.



Iwalkout.
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ISABELLA

Isitonthebedwithabsolutelynoemotions.I

dofeelhurtbutafterseeingmymotherand

grandmotherIfeltbetter.WhenIsawNathi

sittingnearmewithhiseyesfullofpain,the

tearcamerushingdown.Istaredintospace

andfeltmybodyrushing.

"Don'tgiveuponhim,helovesyou."

Thewordscameintomyhead.Ithoughtof

Nathiandthethoughtofhim touchinganother

girl.Iclinchedmyteethinangerandscreamed.

Anursecamerushingintomyward.

her:What'sthematter?



Ilookedatherblankly.Shewaspanicking

me:Iwanttogohome.Please.

her:Calm downMissMatthews,you'llgohome

soon.

Iliedonmybedandthetearsrusheddownmy

cheeks.Shebrushesmyhairandsatonachair.

her:Pleasebestrong.Don'tdoanythingto

harm yourself.You'llbehomesoonDarling.

me:When?

her:Soon.

Shegivesmeawarm smile,standsupthen

walksaway.

Ilookupthenclosemyeyestightly.

.

.

NATHI

Igethomeandthrowmyselfonthecouch.My



mindisonMinehle.Ijustwanttoholdherand

neverletgobutcircumstancesarerefusingto

suchacts.

Istandupfrom thecouchanddecidetocall

mother.

Sheanswersonthesecondring.

her:Mybaby

me:Ma,unjani?(Howareyou?)

her:Ngiyaphilamfanamiwena?Uzwakhala

uphansi(I'm okaymyboyandyou?Yousound

down)

me:Chama,ngipheteizindabaezimibi(No,I

havebadnews)

Isigh

her:Yini?Kwenzakhaleni?(What?What

happened?)

me:Eishkunzimama(It'shard)



her:Khulumanami.(Talktome)

Isighagain.

me:uMinehleusesbhedlela(Minehleisatthe

hospital)

her:Hao.Kwenzakhaleni?Umtwanayena

(Whathappened?Andthebaby?)

me:Ayima,shewasinvolvedinacaraccident.

Ihearhercryandsniff

her:Ingane?(Thebaby?)

me:Ishonile(Thebabyisdead)

her:Whywasshedrivingalone?

me:Mait'saverylongstory.

her:Ayike,ksasaekseningizobengilapho.(I'll

betheremorning)

me:Youdon'thavetocome.

her:Ngizakahlenje!(I'm coming!)



ShehangsupandIsigh.

.

.

NANDI

IwalkovertoBrianandhughim from behind.

Hispreparingsupperandthekidsareat

Lunga'smothersoit'sjustthetwoofus.She's

findingclosuretoLunga'sdeathwiththeboys

andIdon'tblameher.It'ssad.

me:Baby,I'm hungry

him :Thefoodisalmostreadybabes.

Iholdhismanhoodandhestops.Heturns

aroundandlooksatme.

him :You'rebeingunfair.

Ilaugh

me:Fine!I'llbehave.

him :Gositonthechair.



Ilaughandwalktohighchairandtakeaseat

him :Goodgirl

Istickmytoungeoutandlaugh.Hecarrieson

withhiscookingandweengageoveralight

conversation.

I'm gladI'm movingonfrom Nathi,thuswill

benefitmeintheend.

.

I'm sorryit'sshort.I'm busy.
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NATHI

Makhumaloarrivedearlyinthemorning.She

lookedangryanddisappointedatthesame

time.Shewasexcitedaboutthebabyandall

thatisgone.

Weinthekitchen.Ihadjustreceivedacallfrom



thehospitalsayingthatMinehleisbeing

discharged.Wehavingbreakfastinawkward

silence.AfterwehaveeatenMakhumalo

washesthedishesandItakemyphoneandcar

keys.

me:Uzongitholaemotweni(You'llfindmein

thecar)

Idon'twaitforaresponseandwalkout.I

approachmycarandunlockit.Igotothe

driversseatandwaitforMakhumalo.Shewalks

outminuteslaterholdingherhandbag.She

opensin,putsherhandbagonthefloorandsits

inthepassengersseat.

her:Mashambe(Let'sgo)

Idriveoutmyyardandspeedtotheroad.The

driveissilenceandIdarenotsayanythingto

her.She'sbeenlikethisallmorningandI'm

tryingtounderstandwhy.Ihaven'ttoldherthe

reasonforthecaraccident,allsheknowsiswe



lostthebaby.Iknowmymother,she'seither

hidingsomethingorangryaboutsomething.

Wearriveatthehospitalandwegoout.Ilead

thewayasshefollows.Iwalkinandaskthe

receptionistaboutMinehle'sdischargepapers.

her:Pleasegogetherfirstthenyou'llcome

backandsignthepapersasyouleave

me:Okay

Iwalkawayandgotoherward.She'ssittingon

thebedandhummingasong.

me:Mylove

her:HiNathi,Ma.

Mother:Hellomybaby.Howyoufeeling?

her:I'm fine.

Mother:Iheardthebadnews

her:Itwillpass.

Mothergoestoherandrubsherback



Mother:You'llbefine.

Minenhlestandsupfrom thebed.

her:Weshouldgo.

Adoctorwalksinbeforewegoout.

him :MrKhumalocanIpleasetalktoyou?

me:Sure

HewalksoutandIfollow.

him :I'm gladyou'rehere.MissMatthewsneeds

specialcare.Pleasedon'tleaveheralone,make

sureshe'salwayssupervised.Butshelooks

finerightnow.Ihopeherdepressionsettles

downandshefindsherself.Thelossofher

babyreallybrokeher.I'm gladsheonlygota

fewscratchesanditwasn'tamajoraccident.

me:Ihopeshe'llbefine.

him :Bestrongman.

Hetapsmyshoulderandwalksaway.



Igobackandtaketheladies.Wegooutthe

wardandmakeourwaytothepassageleading

ustothedoor.Isignthepapersandwegointo

thecar.

WedrivehomeandMotherandMinehleare

engaginginaconversation.

Wearrivehomeandboththeladiesgoout

leavingmebehind.Ilockmycarandfollow

behind.Mother'sinthekitchenpreparingto

cookandMinehleisnotaround.

Makhumalo:Whatdidyoudokodwa

Nkosinathi?

She'sscreaminganddoesn'tseem happy.

me:Ma?

her:Ma?Ma?Mayamasimba.Whatdidyou

do?

Iclearmythroat.

me:Ithinkweshouldsitdown.



her:SitdownsegatmanNkosinathi!Talknow!

me:Okay,uhm I...

her:Hayiwena!Khuluma(Talk)

me:Shefoundmeinbedwithanotherwoman,

shegotoutthehouseandgotintohercar.I

triedstoppingherbutshedroveoutandthat's

whenIreceivedacallfrom thehospitaltelling

meshegotacaraccident.

Shelookedatmeinawe.

her:Uyenzeni?Uyahlanya?(Whatdidyoudo?

Areyoucrazy?)

me:Itwasamistake

her:Mistake?Itwasamistakeopeninga

woman'slegsandputtingyourdickinherpussy

?Bringingherhome?Hheywenamfanandini

!!!!!

me:MaI....

her:Shutupandgetthehellawayfrom my



face.Youdisgustme!!!

Sheclickshertongueandturnsherbacktome.

.

.

ISABELLA

IcanhearNathi'smotherscreamingatthetop

ofherlungs.Idon'twanttogodownstairs.She

sawmebreakdownearlieronandwassadto

seemecry.Iwantedtorestalone.

Nathiwalkedinmomentslater.Helookedat

meforawhilethencameclosertothebed.He

satontheedgeofthebedandcriedoutloud.

Heletitallout.Irushedtohim andheldhim.He

lookedatme

him :Idon'tdeserveyou.

me:Shhhh

Iheldhim inmyarmsforawhileandhecalmed

down.



him :I'm sorryMinehle,Ireallyam.Idon'tknow

whatIwasthinking.Pleasemylove,please

forgiveme.

Ilookedathim.Hewasweak.Hewasnolonger

thebigmanIknew,mystrongstubbornNathi.I

sawpaininhiseyes.IwantedmyNathiback,

now.Iwantedallthistoend.

"Don'tgiveuponhim,helovesyou"

me:Wecanfixthis.Iforgiveyou.

Heheldmecloseandrubbedmyback

him :I'm sorry.I'llmakethiswork.

me:It'sokay,let'sletthisgo.

him :Iloveyou

me:Iloveyoutoo.

Ilaughed

him :What?

me:You'resocutewhenyoucry.



Helaughedandstartedticklingme.

°THESCARSMADEHERSTRONGER°

SEASONFINALE

Fouryearslater:

ISABELLA

IwatchasNathiwalkswithCleoandStoney

downtheminihillofthepark.Theyallholding

handsandthetwogirlsaresingingasongthey

learntatcrecheafewdaysago.I'm sittingona

benchwithtearsinmyyears.Justthreeyears

agoIwasinmentalinstitutionandnowI'm

happilymarriedwithtwobeautifulgirls.Just

threeyearsagoIgavebirthtotwins,Cleopatra

andStoney.TheyaretwobubblygirlsandNathi

isveryfondofthem.Theyspendmoretime

togetherwithNathithanme.Thepastfour

yearshasbeenbusyasithadit'supsand

downs.I'm currentlysevenmonthspregnant

withaboy.I'm excitedaboutthepregnancyand



can'twaittomeetmybabyboy.

"MommylookwhatIfound!"

Stoneysaysjumpingupanddown.Iholdheras

sheshowsmearose.

me:Arose.

Shesmilesandjumpsontomylap.

her:Yes,daddysaysIcankeepit.

Ikisshercheek.

me:Ofcourseyoucanmylove.

Shegetsoffmylapandreturnstohertwin

sisterandfather.

.

.

NATHI

WeallwalkbacktoMinehlewhoIcanseeis

exhausted.Shelooksupfrom herphoneand

smileswhensheseesus.StoneyandCleorun



toherandheropensherarmsasthetwinsrush

toher.Shelet'sthem sitonherlap.

Stoney:Daddy!Daddy!Mommy'scrying

Cleo:Mommywhyyoucrying?

Minehle:Mommy'scryingbecauseshe's

blessedtohaveafamilylikeyousweetheart.

Shekissesthem andlooksatme.

IsitnexttoMinehleandkissherforehead

me:Weareblessedtohaveyoumylove.

Minehle:Iloveyouall.

Sheplantskissesonallourforeheadsandwe

alllaugh.

us:Weloveyoutoo.

.

.

IsabellaandNathifacedchallengesbutrefuses

toletgo.Lustcouldhavedriftedthem apartbut



whatwasmeanttobehappened.Lifegave

them lemonsbuttheymadelemonade

****THEEND*****


