


Whenlinesbecomeblurred.....

Boundariesarecrossed...

it'sawarbetweenLoveandFriendship...oneburns

brighterthantheother...

butwhichonewillriseaboveitallandconquer?

LOVEorFRIENDSHIP?
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**********

Me:"mommy?"

Mom:"yesmyliefde"

Me:"areyougoingtoheavennow?"

Mom:"yeslove,anytimesoon"

Mylipstrembleinfearasmyheartclenchesinpain

Me(breakingvoice):"Idon'twantyoutogomommy"

Shetouchesthenecklacearoundmyneck

Mom:"youseethepictureofusinsideyour

necklace?"

Inodlookingatmynecklaceshegavemeonmy

8thbirthdayLastmonth

Mom:"wheneveryoumissme,justtalktomeand

lookatthatnecklace,andalwaysrememberthatI'm



alwaysaroundyou,eventhoughyoucan'tseeme

physically,I'llbeyourangel,alwaysbesideyou,

okay?

I'llalwaysbelistening,whenyoumissme,cuddle

yourpillowonyourbedandknowthatI'llbe

cuddlingyouback,youwon'tfeelme,butwhenyou

closeyoureyes,youwillseeme,I'llbealwaysthere

nomatterwhatyougoingthrough,I'llbeyour

guardianangel"

Me:"likeGod?"

Mom:"yeslikeGod"

Me(tearfully):"Iwannagowithyou"

Mom:"ohmybaby,mommyhaslivedalonglife,you

stillyoung,youhavetofirstliveaverylonglife,you

havetoreachforyourdreamsfirst,fallinlove,get

married,haveafamily,growold,havegrandchildren,

Iwantyoutoexperienceallthebeautifulthingsin

lifebaby,don'tholdbackforanyone,don'trushto

fallinlove,letlovefindyou,dothingsthat'llmake

youhappy,ifitdoesn'tmakeyouhappythenleaveit,

holdontothethingsyoulovethemost..theywon't



alwaysmakeyouhappybutifyoutrulylovethem,

happinessiswhatthey'llbringtoyoumostofthe

time.Liveyourlifemyangel...mommywillalways

bewatchingfromtheotherside,always"

Inodholdingontoherfordearlife

Mom:"oneday,we'llbereunited,weallwill,youme

anddaddy,butfornow,yougoingtohavetolive

thislifetothefullest"

**********

PresentDay

What'sthesaying?Youonlyliveonce?

WellasIlieonmydeathbed,IthinkIcan

confidentlysayIhaveliveduptothatsaying,I

wasn'talwaysthemostadventurousorthemost

daringpersonalive,butthatallchangedwhenI

wenttouniversityandmetveryinfluentialpeopleto

mylife.

ItriedthingsIneverthoughtI'dtry,challenged



myselfinwaysIneverdreamedIwould,feltthingsI

neverthoughtwerepossibletofeel,Igottoseelife

fromdifferentangles,I'velearntalotofthingsI

didn'tknowaboutmyself.Theytaughtmetrue

meaningoffriendshipandthetruemeaningofLove.

It'scrazyhowyoucouldlovepeoplesomuchin

completelydifferentwaysandhavethatlove

returnedjustasmuch.

IwishIdidn'thavetobehereatsuchayoungage,

buthey,whatcanIsay,wedon'tgettochoosehow

longwe'lllive.

Thepeoplearoundmestillhavehope,butasforme,

IfeelmyselfclosertodeathwitheverybreathItake,

honestlyIcannotbarethispainmuchlonger,ifI'm

goingtodie,thisistheslowestmostpainfuldeath

ever.

HowdoIfeelaboutthethoughtofdying?OhIdon't

know,Iguess,apartofmeissadthatI'llbeleaving

behindpeopleIlovewithallmyheart,people

who'veshownmenothingbutlove,who'vetaught

melove,who'vemademefeellove,thegreatest



loveofall,friendshiplove,romanticloveand

bloodlinelove.Thenthere'sapartofmethatis

content,therearereunionsI'mlookingforwardtoin

theafterlife.

Thetruthis.Idon'twanttodie,I'mhopingfora

miracle,butifit'sgoingtohappenifmyjourneyend

hereit'sbestIacceptit.

"Bambi?Bambi?Wakeup...hey(shakingme)Naomi?

NopleaseBambi!?...Nurse!...

Iopenmyeyesandlaughatthefearinhiseyes,he

smacksmyshoulderinreliefandirritation

Zeke:"don'tplaylikethatMimie"

Ismileinadmirationashereturnsthelook,he

smileskissingmyhandandplacesitonhischeek.

Zeke:"I'mnotreadytoloseyouyet,thedoctorssay

yourespondingwelltothetreatment,yousostrong

Bambi,Iknowyou'llbefreefromallthistubesand

drugssoon,alive"

Zeke:"anywayIboughtyoudonuts"



Me:"myfavorite"

Zeke:"Iregretitafterthewayyoujusttrickedme,

notfunnyatall,youtakeactingwaytoofar

sometimes"

Ilaughashetakesthemoutandfeedsme

Me:"mmmhIneededthat"

Dad:"sugar?Really?Sheneedssomethinghealthy,

anicesaladorveggiesandsomemeat,notjunk

foodatthisstate"

Zeke:"it'sokaypops...

Me:"comeondad...ifIweretodietoday,I'dlikefor

mylastmealtobedonuts,it'dmakemethe

happiestmostenergeticancestorsever"

ZekeandIburstintolaughterbutDadkeepsa

seriousface

Dad:"Nooneisdying!Okay!Younotdying!"

Helooksatmefilledwithemotionsbutangerand

painwerethemostvisibleinhiseyesashe

stormedoutofmybedroom.



Theroomfallssilenceaswealllookateachother,

thefearisprettyvisibleinallofus.

Thesearethemostimportantmeninmylife,before,

itusedtobejustDadandI,untilIwenttouniversity

andmyboringlifewasfilledwithlaughter,pain,

heartbreak,adventure,love,friendshipandgrowth,

lotsofconfusionandbaddecisions,butfunmore

thananything.

Ourjourneywasn'tthemoststraightforward,these

men,havebrokenmyheartbuttheyhavealso

mendedit,theytaughtmealot,butmostly,Igotto

learn,notinthebestwaywhatlovemeant.

Theymeansomuchtome,theyaremyfamily,it

breaksmyhearttoseethemsoheartbroken,their

liveshavecometoastandstill,happinessisnow

shortlived,allbecauseofme.Youcanseeintheir

eyesthattheyhardlygetanysleep,Zekehe'sahot

mess,I'mnotsurewhenwashislastrealmeal

becauseheislosingweight.



MyDad,Idon'tevenrecognizehimanymore,he's

hardlyhereandhe'salwaysangryaboutsomething.

ItrulymissmyDadbecausethemanthatjust

walkedoutofherewasnothim.

Me(lookingathim):"hey...bringitin"

Zekecomesinforthehug

Me:"Iloveyoubaby"

"Iloveyoutoobabe"

God,thesemenaregrievingmebeforeI'meven

gone,iftherewaseversomethingIneededmore

thananythinginthisworld,itwouldbeforyouto

savemeGod.Savemeformyfamily.Ineeda

miracle.IthoughtI'dhavealonglife,have

grandkids,getmarried,Ididn'tevenfinishmy

bucketlist.Lifereallyistooshort.



I'vemadedumbdecisionthatI'mnotproudof,butI

havelearntandgrownalotfromthem.IfIwereto

begivenasecondchanceatlife.AndIknewwhatI

knownow,Iwould'vedonethingswaymore

differently.

Theblurredlinesbetweenloveandfriendship

blindedmeandrobbedmeofsomethinggreater.

Butit'snousecryingnow.I'mjustgladIhavemy

soulmateZekebymyside.

Hehopsonthebedbesidesme.Heputsthelaptop

onhislapasheplaysouroldvideosofeverything

we'vedone,allthefunmemorieswe'vesharedfilled

withlaughterandhappiness.Ilaugh.

Me:"Irememberthis,whenyoutookmeskydiving,I

thoughtthatwashowIwasgoingtodie(wecrack

upinstitches)...lookathowyouscreaminglikea

littlegirl"

Zeke(laughing):"thatisnotmyscream,Irefuse!....



Welaughaswecontinuewatching,thisguyalways

mangestomakemelaughnomatterwhatI'mgoing

through.Hepullsmeintohischestmakingmerest

myheadcomfortablyasvideoofusplayingsoccer

popsup

Zeke:"youwereaprofessionalcheaterthat'sfor

sure,nowayIwasbeatenbyagirlthatmanytimes"

Me:"ohplease,youjustsuck!...

Welcometomylastdays(chuckles)justkidding,

buthey,youneverknow,Iamonthedeathbedafter

all,anyway....

MynameisNaomiAnnikaNewton,I'm28yearsold,

you'llfindouttherestaboutmeasthestorygoes

on.Oh!Youthoughtthiswastheendofit?Wellit

kindais,butyoujustgotheresothiscan'tbeit,

WhoisNaomi?Whereisshefrom?howdidsheget

here?Whatareherregretsandwhydoesshethink

shedeservesasecondchanceatlife?IsThisher

deathstory,herlovestoryorherlifestory?



Welltofindoutwe'llhavetogobacktothereal

beginningofthestoryafewyearsago....

.

.

.
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Mylastdays

******

10yearsearlier...

Tobecontinued

.

.

Pleasementionyourclosefriends,distantfriends,

Facebookfriends,boyfriends,girlfriends,

acquaintances,neighbours,yourfamilies,basically

anyonewhocanread

Likeshareandcomment
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Istorminfuminginanger



Dad:"heyhey,Mimie?"

DaddylovescallingmeMimie,mymomcallsme

herloveallthetime,exceptwhenshe'sreallymad

atmethenI'mNaomi

Momwalksinthrowingherpurseontheonthe

couchfollowingrightafteraswejustgotbackfrom

herpickingmeupatschool

Ihuffwithmyarmsfoldedsittingonthecouchwith

myshortlittlelegskickingintheair

Mom:"preschooldrama"

Dad:"whathappenedhoneymustard?"

Me:"IhateGirls!Alltheydoisgossipaboutothers,

andtheyverybossyandmean,Ihatethem,IwishI

wasaboy!"

Ithrowmytantrumwhichraisesconcernonmy

lovingparentsfaces

Dad:"ohbutweloveourgirl,lookhowbeautifulshe

is"

Mom:"don'tletanyonecontrolyourfeelingsmy

liefde,Ifgirlsdon'tvibewithyou,thenvibewith



boys...

Dad:"excuseme?Hellno,stayawayfromboys,

Boys,Nono...

Welaughatdad'sterrifiedface

Mom:"youcanbefriendswithwhoeveryouwantto

befriendswith,girlsandboyscanbefriendstoo"

Dad:"No,girlandboycanneverbefriends,boyswill

alwayswantonethingfromgirls,kisses...

Me(genuinelydisgusted):"eeewwwwI'llneverkissa

boyever!!Neverever!!...

Momburstsintoafitoflaughter

Mom:"ohhmybaby,friendsdon'tkiss,noonecan

everforceyoutodoanything,ifthatboytriesto

kissyouthenyoustopbeinghisfriend"

Me:"fromnowon,I'monlyfriendswithboys!...

Istormofftomybedroomupstairs

Dad:"NoBoysNaomi!!YouNeverkissingaboyuntil

you30!!....

IhearmomlaughingasIdisappearintomyroom



************

Me:"Idon'tknowyouguys,wewritingateston

Monday"

Freya:"comeonNaomi,it'syourfirstyearinvarsity

andyougoingtomissthebiggestpartyeverthrown

speciallyforyou?Aspartofthefirstyears"

Abby:"she'sright,it'snotlikewe'llsleepoverthere,

it'sjustonefunnightoutthengetback,getsome

restandcontinuewithourstudying"

Freya:"exactly,lookatitasastudybreak"

Me:"whatifsomethingbadhappens?Whatifweget

kidnapped?Orviolatedandrobbed?Ormurdered?

WhatamIgoingtotellmydad?WherewasIgoing

inthefirstplace?"

Freya:"wellluckyforyou,ifwegetmurdered,you

won'thavetoexplainanythingcauseyou'llbedead"

Abbyburstsintolaughter

Me(fakesalaugh):"yehyeh,funny,bymidnightwe

comingbackright?"



Freya:"ofcause"

Isighlookingatmyselfinthemirror,Idon'teven

knowwhyI'mlisteningtothesegirls,Ibarelyknow

them.

AbbyandFreyaaremyunitmatesattheresidenceI

stayin,I'mnotthatclosewiththem,theyonlytalk

tomeherebuttheyhavetheirownfriendsin

campusthattheyhangoutwith,I'msuckwhenit

comestomakingfriends,Iwentallthroughprimary

andhighschoolwithoutany,wellIguessIdidhave

peopleIhangoutwithinschoolbutIwouldn'tsay

theyweremyfriendsasourcommunicationwas

onlyatourcommuneandafterthatwewere

strangers,nosleepovers,nosharingsecrets,no

meetingfamily,noadventure,nochemistryandno

love,IgetsojealouswhenIseeagroupoffriends

laughingandhavingthetimeoftheirlives.

SometimesIwonderifmaybethere'ssomething

wrongwithme?ImeansureIdressdifferentlyfrom

mostgirlsbutthat'sbecauseIjustfeelmore

comfortableinboysclothesplustheywaymore

coolerthangirlsclothes.Idoalsoweargirlsclothes



butthetomboystyle.

Itouchmyface.

ImeanIdon'thavethescariestlookingface,doI?I

thinkIlookalright,I'vegottencomplimentsbefore,I

guessit'smaybesomethingaboutmypersonality

thatfreakspeopleoutI'mnotsure,Ineverhave

muchincommonwithmostgirls,I'vealways

clickedmorewithguys,butguyscanneverkeepa

friendshipwithagirltheyalwaysendupcatching

feelings,Idon'tknowwhytheydothat,Itrymybest

tobeaslessattractiveaspossiblebuttheygetso

comfortabletheyendupfallingandruiningthe

friendship,sobasicallyIcan'tmakefriendswith

girlsbecauseIhavenothingincommonwiththem

andmyfriendshipswithguysneverlastbecauseI

don'thaveadick.Dadwasright,boysandgirlscan

neverbefriends.AndIstillverymuchhategirls!

*Sighs*

Freya:"pleasedon'ttellmeyougoingoutwearing



that?"

Ilookatmyself

Me:"what'swrongwiththis?"

Freya:"youalwaysdressedlike...like..

Abby:"aman"

Freya:"exactly,areyougay?"

Me:"what?...

Abby:"agirlcan'tbegayFrey,areyoulesbian?"

Me:"No,noI'mnotgaynoramIlesbian,what

makesyouthinkI'mlesbian?don'tIlooklikeIlike

boys?"

Freya:"yourstyle,youlooklikeastud"

Me:"but...butIlikemystyle"

Freya:"yeahbutifyouwanttohavefuntonight,you

goingtohavetotrysomethingnew"

Me:"new?"

Theylookateachotherandsmileexcitedly

Abby:"timeformakeover"



OhholyMarysaveme

Freya:"I'llgogetmymakeupkit"

Me:"makeup?...

Greatbobthebuilderswanttoconcretemyface

andtransformmeintoanothercloneoftheplastic

barbiedollcrew

Abby:"I'llfindaniceoutfit,Ithinkwethesamesize"

Me:"outfit..wait...makeup?nonoIdon'tdomake

up,myskinisverysensitive...

theywereoutofsitebeforeIcouldfinishmy

sentence

*sighs"

Me:"God,helpme...Theyabouttoturnmeintoa

hoe...

•

•

•

ZEKE



•

•

•

Ilookedaround,itwascrowded.

Everyonewaschillingingroups,Icamealoneas

always,Iprefercomingtopartiesonmyownbut

onethingforsureisthatIneverleavealoneand

that'stheexcitingpart.

Thecrowdwasgoingcrazyasoneoftheartists

wasperformingonstage.

Ididn'tthinkit'dbethiscrowded,Ishould'veknown,

Ihatecrowds,Idon'tknowwhyIthoughtit'dbea

bitmorechilled,it'sfreshersafterall,definitelynot

thecluborhousepartyvibesI'musedto.Iwasted

mymoneybuyingaticket,I'lljustgobuysomefood

andheadoutofhere.

Iwalktowardsthefoodstallsandheadtothegrill

area.

Me:"hello?"



Thesellerlooksatme

Me:"I'dlikeaboereworshotdogplease"

Him:"wouldyoulikesomeonionsinit?"

Me:"yesplease"

Him:"tomatosauceandmustard?"

Me:"justtomatosauce"

Him:"comingrightsup"

Istoodbythesidewaiting,Islidmycoldhandsin

mypocketsasmyeyesstartedwonderingchecking

outthegirlswhocamealldolledanddressedup.I

don'tunderstandwomen,whocomestoanight

partyinheelsandshortdresses,makeupand

everythingasifanyoneisgoingtocareaboutthat

wheneveryoneisdrunkandjustwantstofuck.

Myeyeslandonthreehotgirlswholookabitlost

lookingaround,theotheronelooksvery

uncomfortableasshekeepspullingdownhershort

dress,shestumblesabitasherheelgotburiedin

thesand.Ilaughatherstruggle.She'swalkinglike



atoddlerBambideer

Theirconversationgetsclearastheygetcloser

"Itoldy'allthatI'veneverwornheels,Ishouldn't

havelety'alldothistome,Imeanwhowearsheels

andshortdressesatanightparty!?GoshIknewI

should'vetookmysneakers"

"OhcomeonNaomi,youlooksexy,lookatallthe

guysdroolingforyou"

"Yeahrightmorelikelaughingatme,Ican'teven

walkstraight"

Shestumblesasherlegsareshaking,Ican'thelp

butlaughoutloud

"Yousee?ArghI'mgoingback"

IthinkIlaughedtooloudtheynoticedme

"Whatareyoulaughingathuh!?Youseethisheel?

I'llstabitthroughyourchest"

Ilookaroundmethenbackather



Me:"youtalkingtome?"

"Ifyoudon'tmindyourownbusinesstalkingisnot

theonlythingI'llbedoingtoyou!"

Iraisemybrowsamused

Me:"whydoIgetpunishedforyourfriend'sdoings?"

Sherollshereyesandtheywalkoff

ItakemyhotdogandchowitdownasIkeepmy

eyesfixedonthem

"OhIseemyfriends,byeguys"

Oneofthegirlsleave

"LetmegettotheVIPmyfriendsarethere,I'llsee

youlaterneh,pleasedotryandhavefun"

Shealsowalksawayleavingtherudegirlwiththe

shakysexylegsonherown.

Shesighsandlooksaround.

SheBambiwalkstowardstherefreshmentsarea

andordersadrink.Iwalktowardsthatareaaswell

andstandnexttoherasIorderadrink.



Ilookatherasshegulpsdownthedrink

Me:"takeiteasy,thenightisstillyoung"

Shelooksatme,thenfrownsasshenoticesme

Her:"youagain"

Whatarudesexybrat

Me:"areyouwaitingforsomeone?"

ShelooksatmeforawhileandIgiveherafriendly

smile,herfrowndisappearsassheshakesherhead

Her:"Nope,mycommunematesthoughtitwasa

goodideaformetocomeouthere,party,getlaid

andmakefriends"

Mysmilewidens,Getlaidshesaid..

Me:"andyoudon'tthinkitwasagoodidea?"

Her:"No,I'msociallyawkward,andIhateplaceslike

these,evenworsenowthatI'malone"

Me:"wellatleastyoumightgetlaid"

Her:"really?(Looksaroundandcomesclosertome)

issomeonecheckingmeout?Andwhereishe?"



Ifeeltheurgetolaugh

Me:"yeahactuallythereis,he'sbehindyou"

Sheturnslookingaroundassheturnsherbackon

me

Her:"where?"

Me:"Isaidbehindyou"

SheturnbackatmeandIwinkather

Shethrowsherheadbackandhowlswithlaughter

Her:"woowreally?Thatwassmooth"

Me:"so?Doyouthinkhestandsachance?"

Her(thoughtfullylookingatmeupand

down):"mmmh...Imean...he'snotthatbad...not

whatI'dusuallygofor...buutyouknowaftertwoor

tenbottlesofsavannah,definitely"

Iburstintolaughter

Me:"ouchyouhavedestroyedmyego"

Thecrowdscreamsoutloudasanartistis

introducedtothestage



Her(smiles):"ifyouhavethemeanstogetmeback

toresrightnow...youmightscoreyourselfakiss"

Ilookintoherbeautifulcapturinggreyeyesfora

while

Me:"Ihaveanevenbetteridea,ifyouwantamore

funnightexperience"

Her:"excusemebutIhaven'tevenhadonebottleof

savannah,whyshouldItrustyou?"

Me:"youdon'tevenknowmynamebutyoutrusted

metotakeyoutoresandrewardmewithakiss"

Shesighsthoughtfully

Her:"whatever,whatdoIhavetoloseanyway,let's

go"

IsmileasIgrabherhandandpullhertowardsthe

parkinglot.

Her:"careful!I'llfallifIwalktoofastinthese!"

•

•

•



NAOMI

•

•

•

Wereachtheparkinglotandhegetsonamotorbike.

Me:"thisisyourride?"

Him:"yeaphopon"

Me:"I'veneverbeenonabikebefore,itseems

scary"

Him:"it'snot,justgetonandholdontome"

Me:"youdon'thaveanextrahelmetforme?"

Hegivesmehis

His:"usemine"

Me:"whataboutyou?"

Him:"I'llbefine,hopon"

Me:"wait,beforeIgowithyou,Ihavetoknow

something"



Him:"what?"

Me:"yourname?"

Him:"baby,yours?"

Me:"baby?"

Him:"yeah"

Me:"isthatthenamewrittenonyourID?"

Him:"mynameisZekebutyoucancallmebaby"

Me(laughs):"okaythen,baby,I'mNaomi"

Him:"okaythen,Bambi,let'sgo"

Me:"Bambi?Thefuckisthat"

Him:"yournewname,becauseofthewayyouwalk

clumsilyinthoseheels,yetyoustillhaven'ttaken

themoff..theclumsyBambi"

Thatwasthemostirritatingnameever

Me:"continuecallingmethat,themoreIstart

dislikingyou"

Helaughs

Zeke:"I'mkidding,let'sgoMimie"



Me(frownsabitandstepsback)...

OnlymyDadcalledmelikethat

Zeke:"what?DidIsaysomethingwrong?"

Me(blinksafewtimessnappingoutofit)

Me:"No..uhmlet'sgo"

Iputthehelmetandtakeoffmyheelsbefore

hoppingonbehindhim

Helaughsabit

Him:"youdon'tseemcomfortableinyouroutfit"

Me:"youhavenoidea,thisisnotmystylebutthe

thingswedotogetlaid"

Welaughashestartshisbikeanddrivesoff,Ihold

onaroundhiswaittightasmyheartracesIclose

myeyesandrestmyheadonhisback.

Wemakeastopatsomenightclubandhaveafew

drinksjustenoughtogetdrunk,weweredancingon

thedancefloorwithbottlesinourhands,hisarms

andbodywasallovermeasIwasmovingmybody

againsthim,itwasdefinitelythealcoholinme



dancingandallthisphysicalcontactwasturning

meon.

Iturnedtofacehimaswecontinuedhepulledme

closeenoughtoclosethelittlegapthatwas

betweenus,ournosestouchingasoureyesnever

lefteachother,boycouldkeepeyecontactwhich

wasatotalturnonashehasthesemesmerizing

lazybrowneyes,hispantswerebulgingashishard

wasrubbingagainstme,hisfacekeptmoving

closeruntilourlipsweretouching,brushingover

eachotherwiththestrongdesiretokissbutwe

didn't,IjustkeptmyeyesclosedandItookinallthe

feelingsthatwerehappeningtomybodyallatonce,

thesexualadrenalineIwastryingtocontrolin

public,Iswearamoanwasabouttoescapemylips

whenIfelthiswarmbreathagainstmyear..

Me:"let'sgetoutofhere"

WeakfrommytummytomykneesInodashelets

goofmeandleadstheway,foramomentIfrozeas

mylegsforgothowtowalk,hecamebackforme

andtookmyhand.Idon'tknowhowIwasstill

walkingintheseheels



Zeke:"don'tjuststandthere,comeon"

Wegetbackonthebikeandhespeedsoff,thistime

IkeepmyeyesopenandenjoytherideasIliftmy

handsupintheair

Me(screaming):"whhooooohhooooohelloooo

worrrld!!"

Zeke(joinsin):"whoooooooo!!!Kissmyass

woooorrrld!!"

Me(laughingandscreaming):"yeeeaahhhkissour

ASSES!!"

Ilookedtowardstheseaasweweredrivingalong

sidethebeach.Itwassobeautiful.

Hemakesshootingsoundswiththebikeasherides

faster,forthefirsttimeinmylifeIfeltsofree,I

didn'tcareaboutanythingoranyonearoundme,I

didn'tevencareformylife,Ijustwishedthis

momentwouldlastforever.

.

.

.
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TheNextMorning

.

.

.

ZEKE

.

.

.

Iwaswokenupbythesmelloffriedbaconand

eggs.

Ilookedaroundasmyeyeslandedonadress,my

pants,herpanty,myunderwear,ourshoes

scatteredonthefloor.Ibrushmyfaceoverwithmy

hands

Me:"Fuck!"

Iboughthertomyplace,shit!

ThisiswhyIneverleavewithstudentswhodon't



havetheirownprivateplace.

HowthefuckamIgoingtoditchhernow.

Igotoffthebedandheadedtothebathroomtotake

aleak,Ishakemyguythenwashmyhandsand

facebeforeputtingonmybriefsandpickingupher

clothesandheadtothelounge.

Iheardmusicplayingloudly.She'sprobably

wearingmyshirtorhoodie,Iwonderwhygirlsdo

that.

IfrozeonmytracksasIwatchedherdanceslowly

buttnakedwhilefightingwiththehotpotsastheoil

waspoppingslashingonher.

Shehadaverybeautifulbodyshewasverylightin

complexion,nostretchmarks,justaclearsmooth

skin.Youcantellthatshe'smixedrace,shehas

curlylonghair.

"Ohyouawake,IthoughtI'dmakesomethingtoeat

forus"

Itriedtorespondbutmytonguefailedme

Shewalkedtowardsmeandtookherclothesfrom



myhands

Naomi:"thanks,I'msorryifImadeyou

uncomfortable,I'llgetdressed"

Me(tonguetied):"ah..I...

Sheputonherclothes

Iwatchedherasshegotdressedbythecouch

Me:"youshouldprobablywearsomethingmore

comfortableforyou...Icanborrowsomeofmy

clothes?"

Shelookedupatmeandsmiled

Naomi:"nahit'scool,I'llbefine"

Isatnextonthecouch

Me:"youhaveabeautifulbody"

Shefrownedwithalittlesmile

Naomi:"thankyou?"

Me:"yeahandthanksforthefood"

Naomi(smiling):"youwelcome,shouldIdishforyou,

I'mnotthebestcook,butItried"



Ilookedatherasitgotevenhardertodothistoher

Iscratchedmyheadandavoidedeyecontact

Me:"uhmactually..I..Ihaveaclassinthirtyminutes,

I'llhavetogetready"

Naomi:"oh,okaymetoo,howaboutyougetready

whileItidythismessupandgetreadytoothenwe

cangotocampustogether"

Shit!Whatnow?

Me:"ohhshucksIforgot,Iwasn'tactuallygoingto

attendthisclassbecauseI...IgotthisthingthatI

havetoattendto..it'skindaveryimportant..lifeand

deathsituation..soooouhmI..wecan'tleave

together...butIcancallyouanUberorsomething

to...

*Silence*

Naomi:"it'sokay,Igetit,I'mnotstupid,youcould've

justsaid,younotinterestedinmeandwhat

happenedlastnightmeantnothingandwegoour



separateways,noneedforallthelies,goshyou

guysareallthesame,Idon'tknowwhatgotintome

lastnight,Idon'tusuallydothisbutwithyou...you

were..Ithoughtmaybe..arghIguessitwassillyfor

metoeventhinkthatanywayIbarelyknowyou...I

just,Ihadalotoffunlastnight,thekindoffunI

neverexpected,Ifeltthingsthat..Ineverfelt,the

thingsyoutoldmetheplacesyoushowedme,the

conversationsweshared,itfeltlikeIhadknownyou

foralongtimeandthatledmetothemistakeof

openingmylegsforyouonthefirstnightexpecting

asametomorrow,I'msorryforgettingthewrong

ideaandputtingyouinthisawkwardposition...

Shepickeduphershoes

Naomi:"I'llbeonmyway,bye"

Iwatchedherasshewalkedout

Me:"Mimiestop...

Shestoppedbythedoor

Me:"Ialsofeltthesamewayyoufeltlastnight,likeI

haveknownyouforalongtime,andI,I'mkindaina

relationshipatthemoment...



Naomi:"oh...

Me:"I'msorry...

Naomi:"wellI..Ialsohaveaboyfriend"

Mymouthdrops

Naomi:"butwehaven'ttalkedinamonth,Iwas

thinkingofbreakingitoffwithhimcauseI'mnot

surewhereIstandanymore,eversinceIcameto

varsityit'sbeenalongdistanceandourrelationship

isalsostillnewsooo...

Me:"Isee,wellmygirlfriendisoutoftownfornow

she'llbebackinafewweeks,thisisherapartment"

Naomi:"ohhIsee...

Me:"butIreallylikeyouandIdon'twantthistobe

thelasttimeweevertalk"

Naomi:"metoo"

Me:"sooo?Friends?"

Naomi:"Friends"

Ilookatherandthedisappointmentshetriedto

hideinhereyes



Me:"hey"

Ipullherchinuptolookatme

Me:"youlookmorebeautifulwhenyousmileBambi"

Shesmileshittingmyhandoff

Naomi:"I'mnotBambi!Ithoughtyouwould've

forgottenthatnamebynow"

Me(smiles):"never"

Shesighssmilingandwalksbackinsidetowards

me

Naomi:"sincewefriends,doesthatmeanyoudon't

havesomethingreallyimportanttodoanymoreand

wecaneat?"

Iburstintolaughterandnod

Me:"yeah,let'seatplease,I'mstarving"

Naomi:"I'llgodishup"

Iwalkbacktothebedroomtogethersomeofmy

clothes,Igethersweatpantsandmyblackshirt,I

stopasIspotredstainsonthebed,Imovethe

coversandthere'sahugebloodstain



Me:"Fuckno!"

ThiscannotbewhatIthinkitis,didIjustbreakthis

girl'svirginity?Idon'tthinkshesawthis,shewas

probablyplanningonhidingthislittletruthfromme.

Meaningshe'slyingabouthavingaboyfriend,she's

notexperiencedtosex.

Iquicklytookoutthedirtysheetandthrewitinmy

closetthenmessilycoveredthebedwiththecover

againbeforewalkingouttothekitchen,Ilookedat

herasshepouredjuice

Hereyesmetmine

Naomi:"youalwaysdothat?Justcomeoutofthe

roomandstareatsomeone?"

Me(smiles):"No,justonyou"

ShelaughsasIwalkuptohertothekitchen

Me:"here,amorecomfyoutfit"

Naomi:"thankyou"

Shegotundressedrightinfrontofmeandworethe

clothesIgaveher



Me:"youknowIhaveroomsforyoutogetdressed

inright?"

Naomi:"why?It'snotlikeIhaveanythingyou

haven'tseen...right?"

Ifakealaughandsmile,sheissomethingelse,I've

nevermetagirlquitelikethisonebeforeandIdon't

knowifIlikethethatIlikeherthismuch.

Me:"younotgoingtofreshenup"

Shesmellsherself

Naomi:"didInotdoagoodjob?Ididtakeashower

andusedyourlotion"

Me:"Noyoudon'tsmell,that'sgoodthen"

Shecontinuesdishingupforus

Me:"Mimie?"

Naomi:"Yes?"

Wesatbythechairsnexttothekitchencounter



Me:"istheresomethingyouwanttotellme?About

lastnightandeverythingthathappened?"

Shefrownedconfused

Naomi:"uhmno,Ithinkweclearedeverything"

Me:"yousure?"

Shenodsinuncertainty

Naomi:"yeah,unlessyouhavesomethingtotell

me?"

Me:"No...(sighs)...wellthenIguesswecoolthen"

Ilookatherforawhilethinkingshe'lltellmethatit

washerfirsttimehavingsexbutshedoesn't

insteadshedigsin.IfeelbadbecauseIwastoo

drunktoevenrealize,Idon'tevenrecallhowshefelt

like,howbeinginsidehertightvirginpussywaslike.

Shit!I'llrememberallofitprobablyverylaterinthe

day

Ilookatherfood,damn!Itdoesnotlookniceatall,

italllooksverydryandthebaconisburnt

Me:"wow..yourfood...



Naomi:"what?Somethingwrong?"

Ilookathercutebigeyeslookingatme

Me:"whatno,itlooksnice,verynice,Ihaven'thada

nicebreakfastinalongtime"

Naomi(smiled):"comeonthen,eatup!"

Idon'tusuallydothisIbutIputmyhandstogether

andprayed

Me:"father,blessthefoodweabouttoeat(whispers)

andprotectmypoorstomachlordpleasehelp

me..Amen"

Naomi:"Ididn'tthinkyouwerethereligioustype"

Me:"I'mnot...onlywhenIreallyappreciate

something,IfeellikeIshouldshowmyappreciation,

youknowtothemaster"

Shesmilesasifshe'sholdinginalaughand

focusesbackonherfood.Doesshethinkit'sfunny

thatIpray?Ordidshehearmysilentprayer?

Heregoes,Itakeabiteofthebaconanditwaslike

bitingoffadoritoschipthewayitwassocrunchy

andtheeggwasdryashell...thebeanswerenot



properlycookedandwaterywithnotasteatall

Naomi:"howisit?"

Ilookupather,thereshegoeslookingatmewith

thosecuteeyesagain

Me(fakesmiles):"mmhverydelicious..baconisnice

andcrispy"

Naomi(surprised):"wowreally!?"

Me:"Girl,wimpygotnothingonyou"

SomebodycalltheambulanceImightdieoffood

poisoninganyminute

Naomi(excited):"youmeanthat?"

HellNo!Nevertouchapoteveragain!

Me:"Ido,Ireallydo"

Shesmiledproudlylookingatherfood,itwashard

tryingnottovomit,mytummywasrejectingthe

foodasIcouldn'tswallow

Me(lookingatherplate):"youhaven'ttouchedyour

food?"



Isaywithfoodinmymouth

Naomi:"Iwaseatingwhilepreparingthefood,I

guessI'mkindafullnow,weshouldgo,Iactually

reallyhaveaclassinthirtyminutes"

Me:"ohokaythenlet'sgo"

Naomi:"No,youcanfinishyourfoodfirst,there'sno

rush,Imeanyouenjoyeditsomuch"

Me:"No,itsfine,Idon'twantyoutobelate"

Naomi:"it'sokayreally,finishup"

Ilookattheplatethat'sstillfull.Shit!

I'mreallygoingtodie,wellIguessI'velivedagood

life

Me:"uhm...okaythen...canIhavesomejuice?"

Naomi:"okay"

Shegetsupandwalkstothekitchen.

Iquicklyspitthefoodback,Ilookaroundquicklyfor

aplaceIcoulddumpthistrash.Ispotaflowerpot

nottoofarfromme.



Ipourallthebeansinthereandtheeggsonly

leavingthebaconbehindandonesliceofbread.

Shecomesbackandhandsmethejuice

Naomi:"wow,youreallywerestarving"

Inodvigorously

Iforcemyselftothebaconthat'sleft,didsheput

salt!?Fuck!Baconisalreadysaltyonitsown,I

couldn'tholdbacktheurgetogagsoIcoveredmy

mouth

Naomi:"youokay?"

Shewassittingnexttomewithherarmsfolded

lookingatme,Iswallowedbackthebacon.Whothe

fuckmessesupbacon!?

It'sbaconforcryingoutloud!

Me:"yeahI'mfine"

Naomi:"yousweating"

Me:"it'sabithotinhere"

Naomi:"itis?Idon'tfeelhot"



Me:"mustbethewarmfood"

Ilookatherandfindhersmilingshecoversher

mouth

Me:"what'ssofunny?"

Naomi:"nothing,onsecondthought,Iamrunning

late,let'sjustgo"

Me(mumbles):"ThankyouGod"

Naomi:"what?"

Me:"yes,weshouldhurry,Iwouldn'twantyoubeing

late"

IpassedthekitchenasshemadeherwayoutandI

gaggledwithwaterrinsingmymouth,IhopeIdon't

havetoexperiencethistortureeveragain!

I'mnotthebestcookbutIsurecandobetterthan

that.

Wegetinmybikeassheholdsontome

Me:"uhmifwegoingtobefriends,Ihavetobe

honestwithyou"

Naomi:"okay?"



Me:"I'msorrytosaythisbutsomebodyhadtolet

youknow,youcan'tcookyourfoodtasteshorrible,I

triedmybesttonotvomititwasveryhard,I'mso

sorrybutpleasedon'teverdothatagain"

Sheburstsintolaughter

Ifrowninconfusionlookingather

Naomi:"dammit!Iwashopingyou'dpretendtolike

myfoodforlikeacoupleofmonthsbeforegiving

up"

Me:"wait,soyounothurt?"

Naomi:"IknowIcan'tcooktosavemylife"

Me:"soyoujustwastedmyfoodfornothing?"

Naomi:"hey!Iwastryingtobenice,Idon'tplanto

cookbadlyokay,Iattemptallthetimeforabetter

resultthanlasttime"

Ishakemyheadstartingthebike

Me:"thethingsweputupwithforwomen,canyou

believeIhadtothrowsomeintheflowerspot"

Naomi(laughing):"shutup!Iknewyoucouldn'thave



ateitallthatfast!Gosh!Whydoyouhavetobeso

honestsosoon,Iwantedyoutosufferabitforone

nightstandingme!"

.
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Me(shouts):"passtheball!"

HekicksittomeandIheadwithittowardsthenet

andshootagoal

IputmyshirtovermyfaceasIrejoiceinvictory



Zeke:"Fuck!Ifellforitagain!"

Hegroansinfrustration,wenotinthesameteam

buthealwaysfallsforitEverytimeIaskhimtopass

theball

Zeke:"youcheated,youmademepassyoutheball"

Me:"that'snotcheatingthat'syourmistake,besides

there'sonlytwoofushere,howdoyouevenget

confusedallthedamntime!"

Ilaughathim

Zeke(squintsatme):"I'mgoingtogetyou!"

HerunstowardsmeasIrunawayfromhimdoinga

laparoundthefield,hecatchesmebeforewecould

goforthesecondround,hepicksmeupfrom

behindspinningmearounduntilwebothfellflaton

thegroundaswelaidbesideeachotherwithhis

armsstillwrappedaroundme

Zeke(laughing):"gotyou!"

IwasstilltryingtocatchmybreathasIcouldn't

stoplaughingaswell.

Heletgoofmeaswelaidonourbackslaughing



whilelookingupatthesky

Ilookedathimandhewasstilllookingupatthesky

smiling,he'satruefreespiritandmylifehasbeen

thebesteversinceImethim,hebringsthis

remarkablejoyIjustcannotexplain,hehasbecome

mysecondreasontoactuallywanttostayalive,

firstonebeingmyDad.Iwasabitdisappointedor

evenheartbrokenwhenhewantedustobejust

friendswhenwemet,butI'mnowgladthatwe

decidedtobefriends,he'stheonlyguyfriendwho's

actuallybeengenuinelymyfriendwhoIcangoof

aroundwith,beplayful,teasewithouthimcatching

feelingsortryingtogetinmypanties,eventhough

I'veburiedthefeelingsIcaughtfirstdaywemet

verydeepinmyheartwhereIrarelyvisitandstill

workingonshuttingthemcompletelydownbefore

totallythrowingthemawaytomakemoreroomfor

thefriendship,becausefriendshipandromantic

lovecannotresideinthesameplaceespeciallyif

theotherpersondoesnotfeelthesameway.

Heturnshisheadcatchingmestaring

Zeke(smiles):"what?"



Me:"I'mjustwondering"

Zeke:"about?"

Me:"abouthowImanagedtobefriendswithsucha

mentalperson"

Zeke:"areyousayingI'mtoocrazytobefriends

with?"

Me:"crazyisnotenoughofanadjectivetodescribe

yourmentalcase"

Hegaspsashepokesthesidesofmytummy

ticklingme

Ilaughhittinghishandsoff

Ihearvoicesapproachingandit'stheschool's

soccerteamcomingforpractice

Me:"wellitlookslikeourqualitytimeisover"

Wegetupfromthegrounddustingourselvesoff,I

gotakemycamerawhichwasrecordingusplaying.

I'mobsessedaboutrecordingandtakingpicturesof

everythingformysocialmediaandalsojustfor

memories



Zeke:"classorhome?"

Wehaveskippedtwoclassestodayjusttochill

togetherandwewereonlyleftwithonemorebefore

hometime

Me:"class,youknowdramaclassismyfavorite"

Zeke:"youarethedramaqueennodoubt"

Ipunchhischest

Me(laughs):"shutup"

I'mdoingabachelorofArtsintheaterand

performancewhilehe'sdoingbachelorin

accountingscience,he'sveryintelligentbutyou

wouldn'ttellwithhiscarefreespirit.

Zeke:"welltheninthatcase,I'mattendingyour

classcauseI'mnotinthemoodforcommercial

law"

Me:"babyyouhavemissedenoughclasses"

Zeke:"itmakesnodifferencebecausethatlecturer

justreadsouttheslidesinsteadofactually

explainingthework,soIcanreadformyselfIdon't

needalecturertodoitforme"



Me(sighs):"ifyousayso"

Zeke:"butyourclassesontheotherhandareso

muchmoreinteresting"

Me:"thatisverytrueandI'mmadyoumademe

misstwoofthem"

Hepullsmyhandheadingtowardsthetheater

building

Zeke:"younevercomplainthough"

Me:"youjusttakeadvantageofmydisabilitytosay

notoyou"

Zeke(laughing):"it'smycivicdutytocontinuetaking

advantage"

wegettotheclassandtodaywewererehearsing

forthebigplay

Zeke:"I'llchillrighthere"

Hesitsattheback

Me:"behaveyourselftodayplease,andstophitting

onallthegirls"

Zeke:"don'tworryI'llbeonmybestbehavior"



Me:"goodcausehalfthegirlsinthisclassare

alreadyinarelationshipwithyou,atleastthat's

whattheythink"

Zeke:"I'lltrytoneitdownonthehandsomeness"

Me(rollseyes):"yeahwhatever"

Iwalkuptothefrontandthelecturerwasjustabout

tohandoutourscriptswhilebriefingus

Lecturer:"Naomi,here'syours"

Itakemyscript,myheartskipsasIrealizethe

nameontoponwho'llI'llbeplaying

Me:"Juliet!?I'mJuliet?"

Hesmilesnodding

Lecturer:"Ithinkyoudidreallygoodwiththeroles

you'veplayedsofareventhoughtheyweren'tlead,

youalwaysmanagedtocapturetheaudiences

attentionandI'vehadgoodreviewsaboutyouinall

theplaysyou'vebeenin,whichisquiteimpressive

forthevillainrolesyouplay,nooneeverlikesa

villainunlesstheyacttherolereallywell,likethe

joker....soforonceIthoughtyou'dtryaprotagonist



role...

Les:"What!?ButSir,IthoughtI'dgetthatpart...

Lecturer:"okay?"

Les:"Ican'tbelievethis,Iauditionedforthisposition,

I'vebeenworkingmyassoffforit,Ithinkyou

makingamistakesir"

Lecturer:"I'mmakingamistake?Okay,howaboutI

makeanothermistakeandremoveyoufromthe

playcompletely,don'tyouthinkso,Naomi?"

Inod

Me:"yessir,Ithinkyoumakethebestmistakes...

Hefrownslookingatme

Me(panics):"ohshit!Ididn'tmeanthat,shit!I'm

sorryforsayingshit!Shit!...uhm,whatwasthe

questionagain?"

Theclassburstsintolaughter,Ilookbehindmeand

hewaslaughing,Ismiledhittingmyselfonthe

forehead

.......



Me:"myworstnightmarehascome,outofallthe

playsintheworldRomeoandJulietonourfinal

year?It'ssoooclicheAndonlynowdoIgetthe

leadinggoodrole?"

Zeke:"Iknowhowyouhatetheromanticclingy

goodyshit,that'swhyyoufriendswithme,but,it's

yourfinalyear,youhavetoexperienceromantic

lovesomehow,evenifit'sjustacting"

Ipunchhimonthechest

Me(sulks):"mxm,Ihaveexperiencedromanticlove"

Helaughsandjumpsinfrontofmeblockingmyway

Zeke:"ohyeah?When?Withwho?CauseIdon't

remember?"

Ilookathimasmymindjotsbacktothenightwe

firstmet,we'veneverevertalkedaboutiteversince

ithappened,weeraseditlikeitneverhappened,

thatwashiswishwhenItriedtobringitupafew

weekslaterafterwehookedupbuthestoppedme

andmadeuspromisetoneverspeakofitever



againforthesakeofourfriendship.

Zeke(snapsfingers):"hey?"

Isnapbackintomyreflectionfromhiseyesashis

eyeswidenincuriosity

Me:"hey!"

Zeke:"wheredidyourmindgo?(Chuckles)didit

haveamalfunctiontryingtothinkofsomethingthat

doesn'texist?"

Ilaughalittle

Me:"okay,sowhatIhaven'thadaromanticlove

experience,Idon'tneedit,mydadwasthelastgood

manonearth,allmenarejerks"

Heholdshischest

Zeke:"ouch!YoubreakmyheartBambi,I'mstanding

rightinfrontofyou"

Me:"andyoudon'tconsideryourselfajerk?"

Zeke:"absolutelynot!"

Me:"tellme,howmanyheartshaveyoubrokenin

thiscampusalone,nevermindthecheaphoesyou



pickfromclubsorparties?"

Helooksdownscratchinghishead

Me:"exactly"

Ipushhimoutmywayandcontinuewalking,my

feetcometohaltashegrabsmyhandholdingit

tight

Zeke:"stoprightthereBambi,yes,Imayhave

brokenafewheartshereandtherebutI'vealways

letmyintentionsknown,sothosewhohavebeen

heartbrokenbymeknewwhattheyweregetting

themselvesinto...(smiles)doesn'tthatcountfor

something?"

Me:"Iguess"

Zeke:"so?"

Me:"sowhat?"

Zeke:"doIstillfallunder"allmen"too?"

Me:"yep!"

Iwalkaway

Zeke:"ohhcomeon!Ifthat'sthecasethenall



womenareweak!Physically,emotionallyand...

mentally!Hm!"

Ilookbackathim

Me:"mentally!?"

Zeke:"aha!"

Me:"nottrue!Womenarenotweak,mxmI'mnot

havingthisargumentwithyou"

Icontinuewalking,Ifeltmyselfgettingheatedas

frustrationroseinme,Istartleashejumpsinfront

ofmeagainblockingmyway

Zeke:"youangry?"

Me:"justleavemealoneZeke,I'mnotinthemood

forthesesillyargumentsyoualwaysstarttoannoy

me"

Zeke:"Ididn'tmeantostartanargument,Iwas

talkingaboutyouexperiencingromancethrough

acting,Idon'tknowhowwegothere"

Me:"yeahwhateverman,fine,youright,atleastI'll

gettoexperienceromanticlove,eventhoughit'll

justbeacting"



Ipushhimoutmyway,hisarmwrapsaroundmy

waistturningmearoundbackinfrontofhim,my

breathhitchesasmyhandslandinhischestfor

balance

Zeke:"you'lljustagreewithme,justlikethat?"

Iremovemyhandsfromhischest

Me:"Idon'tfeellikearguingtoday"

Zeke:"what'swrong?Wealwaysargue,it'spartof

ourdailyroutine,Ican'tfunctionwithoutit..(holds

hischestdramatically)..I...Ican'tbreath...h-h-

havingam-mul-lf-f-fun-ction....help...(outof

breath)..me!..needt-t-toarguen-now!!...

OnanyNormaldayI'dbelaughingmygutsoutbutI

justsmileandcontinuewalking

Me:"just...nottodayokay....

Atearfallsoutmyeyeunexpectedly,asIwasabout

toquicklywipeitoffhestoppedmeandheldmy

cheek

Zeke:"what'sthisfor?"

Heaskswipingoffmytearandshowingittomeon



histhumb,hetiltshisheadobservingmyface

Zeke:"wasitsomethingIsaid?Iwasn'treallyhaving

amalfunction"

Ichuckleshakingmyhead,doesthinggoofface

reallythinkIbelievedhe'shavingamalfunction?

Me(shakinghead):"No,noit'snothing"

Zeke:"Ididn'tmeanit,Iknowfriendshiploveisnot

thesame,butIpromisetoloveyousomuchthat

youwon'teverneedromanticloveever,fuckthose

jerks,theydon'tdeserveyou,itismycivicdutyto

protectyoufromthemandI'llcontinuedoingsotill

thedayIdie,andthat'smyoath"

Ipushhimawayfrommeashisbodywastooclose

Zeke:"yourmoodhasbeenonandofftoday,isit

thattimeofthemonth?"

Irollmyeyeschuckling

Me:"No...actually,yes,itis"

Zeke:"Iknewit!...

Wecontinuewalking



Zeke:"don'tworryI'lltakecareofyou,I'msleeping

over"

ZekeandIvisiteachotheralmostallthetimesince

webecamefriends,Ididn'texpectourfriendshipto

bethisclose,itfeltgoodtobevisited,tohave

someonetotalkto,sharestories,hangoutand

gossipwith.

Me:"Zeke,youdon'thaveto,please"

Zeke:"toolate,I'mcoming"

IshrugshakingmyheadasIagreewithhim,it'sno

usetryingtochangeZeke'smindonceit'smadeup,

andI'mreallynotinthemoodtoday,myspiritis

reallydowntoday.Wegotonhisbikeanddroveoff.

.

.

.

Zeke

.

.



.

AfterdroppingoffNaomiItookadrivetotheshops

togetherafewthings.

Whenshegetsherperiodsheusuallygetssevere

painsbuttheyonlybadonherfirstday,today,I

knowthere'ssomethingbotheringherandit'snot

herperiod,it'ssomethingelse.I'veseenherlikethis

beforebutshenevertellsmewhatmakesherso

sadespeciallyduringthistimeoftheyear

September,thisisthethirdSeptembersinceI've

knownherandI'vepickedupthispattern,because

it'snotonlyforoneday,thismoodofherslastsfor

weeks,it'sonandofffromSeptembertillthelast

dayofschool.Idon'tknowifshe'severgoingtotell

me,butI'lljustcontinuepretendingtobelieveher

whenshesaysit'sherperiod.

Ifirststartatthepharmacyatclicksandgetherthe

periodpainnurofens,disprinandpaintables,Ialso

getsomepads,thebigonesforheavyflow,she's

toldmethatshegetsaheavyflowonherfirstday

"Yourgirlfriendisverylucky"



Iturnatthesoundofasoftvoicetobemetbythis

beautifulcurveyblackAfricanwoman

Me(chuckles):"oh...uhmnonotatall..

Her(confused):"she'snotlucky?"

Me:"ohno,Imeanyes,sheis,Imeanno,because

shedoesn'texistbutifshedid,thenyes,yesshe'd

belucky(bitestongue)shit!...

Ihitmyheadmadatmyselfformessingupany

chanceIhadwiththisbeaut

Shelaughs

Her:"okay,youdon'thaveagirlfriend..gotit"

Ilookatherandsmileembarrassingly

Her:"soyoursister?...

Me:"uhm..

Her:"oryouatransman?

Me:"No!HellNo,theyjustforafriend"

Her:"ohokay,wellthenyourfriendislucky"

Me(chucklesnervously):"yeahIguess"



Welookateachotherforawhileashersmilegrows

intoherface

Her:"uhm...Iactuallycameforthese"

Shewalksclosertomeandgrabsaboxoftampons

Her:"youshouldtellyourfriendthattamponsare

waymorecomfortablethanpads"

Me:"oh..okay,Iwill,youthinkIshouldgethera

box?"

Her:"definitely,justforhertotrythem,butonceshe

does,Ipromiseshe'llneverlookback"

Ismilelookingather

Her:"okay,bye"

Shewalksaway,Igopayforthestuffandheadout

"Wait!"

Ilookback,myheartskipsasshewalkstowards

me

Her:"hey"

Me:"hey"



Her:"wellIthoughtyouweregoingtomakethefirst

movebutIguessIdidn'tmakemuchofan

impressionbackthere"

Me:"what?No,IembarrassedmyselfsomuchI

thoughtyouwereturnedoff,butIhadevery

intentiononaskingforyournameandnumber,it'd

beanhonormeetingyoumorethanonceinmylife"

Shesmilesblushingasshetakessomethingout

herpurse

Her:"here'smycard,it'sabusinesscardbutitalso

hasmycellphonenumberandmyname"

Ilookatit,shelooksveryyoungtoberunningher

ownbusiness,butIguessnowadaysyoucannever

betooyoungtostartmakingmoney

Me:"thankyouSbahle"

Shesmilesandwalksaway,Ismiletomyselfand

shoveitinmypocketasIheadtowardsPicknPay

tobuysomeofherfavoritesnacks

......



IplacetheplasticinthekitchenasImakemyway

toherroom.Shelivesinabighouse,it'sa

communeforgirls,it'sreallyniceandsuperclean,it

hasfivebedrooms,threesinglesandtwosharing,

Naomigotasingle.IwasabouttoknockwhenI

heardhervoicetalkingsoIevesdroppedonher

"Iknowcoach,I'mtrying,I'mtryingtobe

strong....Noshewouldn't....No....No....Yescoach...I

know,Itwassolongago,Iwasonlyeight,why

doesithurtlikeitwasjustyesterday?Thispainwas

supposedtohealwithtime,wasn'tit?...(silence)...I

understand,yeahIguessyouright,okay,Iloveyou

toodad,bye."

Iknock

"Waitaminute!"

Ihearsomefidgeting

"Comein!"

Sheshoutsafterawhile

Iwalkinasshefidgetstryingtofindawaytohide



herfacefromme

Me:"hey"

Mimie(hoarsevoice):"hi"

Isitonthebed

Me:"howyoufeeling?"

Mimie:"The....(clearsthroat)...thepainsarevery

bad"

Me:"haveyoubeencrying?"

Mimie:"No"

Me:"IheardyouonthephoneNaomi,what'swrong?

I'vebeenignoringthisfortwoyearsbutit'snot

becauseIdon'tnotice,youthinkyoucouldgo

throughsomuchsorroweveryyeartowardsthe

endoftheyearandI'dnotknow?Talktome"

Igetonthebedandsitbesideher

Shelooksatmeandhereyeswerebloodshotred,

shelooksdownattheplasticIwasholding

Mimie:"thesewillhelpwiththepains...(digsthrough

theplastic)...tampons?SincewhendoIusethose?"



Me:"thisgirl..shesaidtheycomfortableand...argh

that'snotimportantrightnow,didyouhearwhatI

said?IknowyounotonyourperiodMimie,please

talktome"

Shesighslookingattheboxoftampons

Mimie:"howdotheseevenwork?"

Shesaysavoidingmyplea

Me:"Idon'tknow,don'tyouknow?"

Herfacechangesastearscometohereyes

Mimie(breakingvoice):"No...I..Idon'tknowhow...

Sheburstsintotears,Ifreezenotknowingwhatto

do,she'snevercriedinfrontofmebefore.

OhmyGod,she'sreallycryinglikebadly,she's

breakingdownandI'minternallypanicking,she's

alwayshadthisstrongpersonalityandnevershows

heremotionsever,wellatleastnotthissideofher

emotions.

Ipullherintomyarms

Me:"I'msorry...Ishouldn'thavelistenedtothatgirl,I



meanyouapadgirl,whatwasIthinking...Iwasn't

thinking...

Shechucklesthroughhercries

Mimie:"it'snotyourfault...

Me:"yeahyourightit'snotmyfault,let'sputallthe

blameonher,Imeanshe'sastrangerafterall,so

it'sallherfault..howcouldshe..makemygirlcrylike

that,Ihopeshegetsherperiodeverydayfortherest

ofherlifewithnobreaksjustconstantbleeding

everyday...

Mimie(laughscrying):"stopit....that'smean...

Shesniffsasshestopscryingsmiling

Me:"there'sthatBambismileIlove"

Iwipehersnortwithmyshirt

Me:"yougoingtotalktomenow?"

Shelooksupatmeasoureyeslockthenshelooks

downagain

Mimie:"I..Ijustmissmymom,Imisshersomuchit

hurts,shepassedawayonthisday,13yearsago,I



wastooyoungtounderstandanythingbuther

memoriesinmymindaresoclear,Iwasoldenough

tounderstandandfeelherlove...thingsgotvery

difficultfordadandIafterthat,ithasneverbeen

thesame,heknewnothingabouttakingcareofa

childthatwasmostlymymomsjobwhilehewas

theofficefrom9to8workman,hewasfunthough

causehedidmaketimetoplayandbondwithme,

butalltheseriousstuff,likebathing,eating,getting

toschoolandbackandotherbasicneedsweremy

momsjob,whenshepassedaway,mydad,he,he

justchanged,hestoppedworkingandranhis

businessfromhome,it'slikeIlostbothmyparents

thatyear,momwasnotthere,dadwasthere

physicallybutemotionallyandspiritualityhewas

notpresentforacoupleofyears,heeventookme

toboardingprimaryschoolandwasveryhardon

me,that'swhyIcalledhimcoachandbecausehe

wasaparttimesoccercoachinahighschoolafter

hestoppedhisdailyjobwhenmompassed,hewas

strictbutatthesametimehealwaysknewhowto

motivatemeandmakemefeelbetter...Irebelleda

lotatboardingschoolbecauseIdidn'tlikeit,sodad



tookmebackhomeaftertwoyearsthere...whenI

startedmyperioditwastheworst,Ididn'tknow

whattodoitdidn'thelpmuchthatIwasfriends

withonlyboysinschool,itbecameawkwardformy

dad,wehadtowatchavideoaboutwhattodo

whenyoustartyourperiod,itwasthesaddestthing

ever,webothmissedmomverymuchthatyear,she

would'veknownwhattodo,whenmyboobsstarted

growing,howtoactlikealady,butmydadwas

alwaystheretosupportme,webothlearnttogether

howitwasraisingagirl,Ididn'tmakeiteasyfor

himeitherbecauseIdidn'tlikeanyofthegirlystuff

andheneverjudgedmeheevenstartedbuying

boyishclothes,taughtmesoccerwhenIstarted

playinginhighschool,hewasevenopenformeto

comeouttohimasalesbian,hestillthinksI'ma

lesbiannomatterhowmanytimesItellhimI'mnot

(chuckles)...hetaughtmeeverythingIknowabout

beingastrongwoman,Iguessmychangeinbeing

morelikeaboyalsohelpedhimtobeabetterfather

aswehadmorethingsincommon,butthere'sstill

thatvoidinourlives,afterallheisaman,andIam

agirl,webothneededawomaninourlives,andthis



dayjustremindsusofthesuperwomanwelost,I

justfeellikeGodrobbedme,eightyearsoldwastoo

youngandasIgrowolder,hermemoriesgetfainter,

theylikesomethingImadeupinmymind,

somethingthatneverexisted....

(Silence)

Isighrubbingherbackasshelaidherheadonmy

chest

Me:"I'msorry,Ididn'tknowyouhadsuchapainful

upbringing"

IalwaysthoughtNaomihadaperfectlife,herdadis

richandtheystayatabeautifulpenthousebythe

beach,she'salwaysbeinggoofyandcarefree.

Shesitsupandwipeshertearsfromherface

sniffing

Me:"ifyoudon'tmindmeasking,but,what

happenedtoyourmother?"

Mimie:"Shehadaheartfailure"

Me:"I'msosorryBambi"

Mimie:"it'sokay,everythinghappensforareasonI



guess"

*Silence*

Mimie:"it'sokay,Ifeelguiltyforfeelinglikethis

becausedadhasdonethebesthecouldtohelpme

notfeelthatvoid"

Me:"don'tfeelguilty,yourmomwas..yourmomand

youlovedher,yourheartisboundtomissher"

Sheputsinherstrongemotionfacesmiling

pushingbackallthepainatonce

Mimie(smiling):"didyoubuysnacks?"

Myheartsinkslookingather,Iplacemyhandon

hercheek,Ihavetosay,Actingrunsinthisgirls

bloodandshe'sdamngoodatittoo.Howdoesshe

blockoutheremotionsthatquickly?

Me:"youdon'thavetoactstrongallthetime,ifyou

wanttocryallnight,Iwouldn'tmindcuddlingyou

untilyou'vecriedenough,theysaycryinghealsthe

soul"

Mimie:"I'mfineZee,don'tworryaboutme"

Me:"didyoutrytherapy?"



Mimie(laughs):"I'mnotdepressedZeke,Ijustmiss

momsometimesbutI'mfine,I'mdoingalright"

shebreaksoureyecontact

Mimie:"sowherearethesnacks"

Me:"wellthesnackswereforagirlIthoughtwason

herperiod...butsinceshe'snot,IguessI'llhave

themalltomyself"

Mimie(laughing):"Noway!"

Sherushesoffthebed,weracetothekitchen,Ipull

hershirtasshewasabouttoreachthekitchenand

headfortheplastic,shejumpsonmepushingusto

thefloorasshegrabstheplasticfromme,Igrab

herlegasshewastryingtogetawaypullingher

backtomeslidingonhertummy,Inoticetheother

girlslaughingatus

Me:"bringsthosesnacks"

Mimie(laughingoutloud):"Nooothesnacksare

MINE!!...

Shekicksmeonthetummyandslipsawayfrom

myhandsrunningoff,Irunafterherjumpingonher



backasshestaggerstotheroompiggybackingme,

shejumpsonthebedonherbackthrowingmeon

thebed,Iturnoverholdingheraroundherwaistto

getontopofher,sheturnsusoverandshe'sontop

holdingmearoundmyneck,wewerealreadyatthe

endofthebedsoIcouldn'tturnusover

Mimie(heavybreathing):"younothavingmysnacks,

Noonemesseswithmysnacks!Stayawayfrom

thesnacks!!"

Shehadapsychopathicexhaustedlookonherface

asshewastryingtocatchherbreath,IlaughasI

alsotrytocatchmybreath

Me:"okayfine!Youwin,thistime"

Damnthisgirlcanberough

Shesmilesandgetsoffmeassheopensapacket

ofchipsandstartsmunchingdownwithacalm

expressionasifshewasnotabouttokillmeafew

secondsago.

Ipretendtosulklookingdown

Mimie:"chooseanicemovieforusthenmaybeI'll



sharemychipswithyou"

IsmileasIrushtogetherlaptopandputNetflix,we

bothhelptopayfortheNetflixbillsoitdoesn'tcost

much.

Me:"Wecontinuingwithourseries?"

Mimie:"yeahtheShadowhunters"

Me:"Yess,Ithoughtyouweregoingtosay,never

haveIever"

Mimie:"ohhyeahwestillhaveawholeuntouched

season2ofthat...onsecondthoughtputneverhave

Iever,becausewestillhavealotofseasonson

Shadowhunters"

Me:"urghwhydidImentionit!"

Mimie:"whydon'tyoulikeit?"

Me:"I'msickandtiredofthatgirlandherbad

decisions"

Sheburstsintolaughter

Mimie:"shedoesmakedumbassdecisions"

Iswitchoffthelightandwegetinthebed,weput



thesnacksbetweenus,shewaskeepingher

distancebetweenus

Me:"hey,movecloser,whyyousofar"

Sheshiftscloser,Iwrapmyarmaroundherandpull

hercloser

Shelooksintomyeyes

Mimie:"thankyou"

Ishrug

Mimie:"formakingmefeelbetter,Ithoughtonlyone

mancoulddothat"

Me:"noneedforthat,it'smycivicdutyBambi"

sherestsherheadonmyshoulderasweindulgein

thesnacksandstartbingeing.

.

.

.

******

MySafeplace
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Me:"dadwasright,boysonlywanttokissgirls"

Shelaughsatme

Mom:"isaboycrushingonyou?"

Me:"yes,he'salwaysfollowingmeeverywhere,he

said,oneday,he'llmarryme,eww"

Mom:"don'tyouwanttogetmarriedoneday?"

Me:"Noway,marriedpeoplekissandsharespit,

that'sdisgusting"

Mom(chuckles):"oneday,you'llfallinlovetooand

youwon'tthinkkissingisdisgusting"

Me:"Never,kissingwillalwaysbedisgustingandI

promisetoneverfallinlove!"

Shelaughsshakingherheadasshedrivesushome

***********

IstretchmyarmasIturnover,thefeelingofan

emptybedtemptsmetoopenmyeyes,I'mpretty

sureIdidnotsleepalonelastnightbuthereIam

alonethismorning.



Isituprubbingmysoreeyes

Me:"Zee?"

Iscantheroomandspothisjacketandhisbike

keysmeaninghe'sstillhere

Iwalkouttothetoilet,Inoticehim

bytheloungechillingwithoneofthegirlsthatlive

here,Irollmyeyes,Ishould'veknown,Iwonderif

hesnucktoherroomwhileIwasstillsleepingto

fuckher,Ipasscontinuingtothetoiletwithout

greeting.

Itakeaverylongmorningpee

Me(moans):"urghfinishupalready"

Ihatemorningpee

Ifinallyfinishandwipemyself.

Iwashmyfaceandbrushmyteethbeforetakinga

shower.

IwearmyclothesasIforgottobringatowelwith

me,Iwalkbacktothebedroom

Iclosethedoorandtakeoffmytop



"Whoa...

Istartleandscreaminfearatthesoundofthedeep

voice

Me:"Zeke!?Youscaredme!!Youasshole!...

Zeke:"uhmm...

Hepointsatme

Me:"what?"

Inoticehiseyesstaringatmychest

IlookatmyselfandgaspasIrealizeItookoffmy

shirt,Icovermyboobs.

Me:"whendidyouevengetinhereIthoughtyou

wererubbingyourdickononeofthegirlshere"

Helaugh

Zeke:"whome?Iwish"

Me:"mxm,turnaroundIwanttolotionanddressup"

Zeke:"Imean...it'snotlikeIhaven'tseenyounaked

before"

Ilookathimasmyheartskipsabeat



Wemaintaineyecontactforawhile

Zeke(sighsandchuckles):"okayfineI'llturnaround"

Itakemylotionandstartlotioningmybody

Me:"Ican'tbelieveyoujustsaidthat"

Zeke:"saidwhat?"

Me:"it'snotlikeyouhaven'tseenmenakedbefore?

Youshouldn'thavesaidthat"

Zeke:"oh?...

Me:"yousaidweshouldnevertalkaboutthatnight,

becauseyoudon'twantittocomebetweenour

friendship,andyouseeingmenakedwaspartof

thatnight"

Zeke:"uhm,yeahyouright(clearsthroat)I'msorry...

*Awkwardsilence*

Me:"unlessyouwantustotalkaboutit...

Zeke:.....

Me(nervouschuckles):"nevermind,I'mkidding,didI

justmakeyounervous?"



Helaughrelieved

Zeke(turnsaround):"I'mgoingto...ohshit..

HeturnsaroundquicklyasIcovermyprivatepart,

atthispointmyheartbeatwasbeatingoutofmy

chest

Zeke:"fuck!sorry"

Iquicklygrabbedapantyfrommydrawandabra

andputthemon

Me:"it'sokay,youcanlooknow"

Heturnedlookingatme,hiseyesscannedmybody

forawhile,IcouldseehimwithmycornereyeasI

waslookingforsomethingtowear,Ifelthiseyesall

overme,apartofmewishedhecouldjustwalkup

tomeandpinmeagainstthewallkissingtheday

lightsoutofme

Zeke:"youknowBambi,youcoulduseafewtats,

yourskinissoclearandsmooth,someblackink

willbefireonyou,plusyouhaveasexybody"

Me:"I'veactuallyhavethoughtaboutthatafew

times"



Zeke:"youhave?"

Me:"yeah...wait,youthinkmybodyissexy?"

Zeke:"yes,verysexy"

Ilookawayhidingmyblushingredfacefromhim

Me:"oh...thanksIguess"

Zeke:"weshouldgogetonetogetherbeforeyou

leavefortheholidays"

Me:"Noway!Mydadwillliterallykillme"

Zeke:"youoldenoughnowMimie,youcanmake

yourowndecisions"

Ishrugreluctantly

Me:"Iguess...

Zeke:"letmegofreshenupsowecanget

going...yourbathingtowelisinthebathroom?"

Me:"yeahit'sthesameonesyouknow"

Zeke:"cool"

Hetakesoffhisclothes,IlookawayuntilIhearthe

dooropenasclose



AfterIfinishfixingmyselfupItakemylaptopto

checkmyemailIncaseanyclasseswerecancelled

Therewasoneemailthatcaughtmyattentionit

cameinlastnight

"Goodeveningstudents

Ihopeyouallatleastpracticedyourscriptsaswe

arehavingaspecialguestsinourtheatretomorrow,

I'msureyouallknowMr.AldoTrueMaseko,so

bringyourAgametoclasstoday"

Iscreamoutloudinexcitement

Me:"OhMyGosh!!OhMyGosh!!Ican'tbelievethis"

"Believewhat?"

IstartleasheclosesthedoorandwalksinI

excitedlyrunuptohimjumpingonhimaswehug,

hespinsmearoundpickingmeup

Me:"I'msohappy!!"

Zeke:"metoo!!Butwhatarewehappyabout?

Imovemyfacefromhisshoulderlookingathim



Me:"MrMasekowillbevisitingus...likeTheee

Maseko!!"

Zeke:"woowthat'sawesome...uhmbutthere'sa

problem"

Mysmiledisappears

Me:"whatisit?"

Zeke(awkwardly):"Mytoweljustdropped"

Me:"what?"

Ionlynownoticethathe'snotdressedandheonly

hadatowelon,myeyesexplorehisbisepsandland

onhissixpack,therestofhisbodywashiddenby

mybodyasIwasstillwrappedaroundhim..my

heartstartsracingasIrealizehisdickisexposed

andrightundermyass,myotherheartdownthere

startedbeatingaswell

Zeke:"uhm,Mimie...

Ilookupathim

Me:"huh?"

Zeke:"I'mgoingtoputyoudownnow"



Me:"okay"

Igotmylegsoffhimstandinginfrontofhim,he

stillhadhisarmsaroundmywaistholdingmetight

againsthim,thefeelingofhisnakeddickmademy

bodyheatupandmytummyuneasy

Me:"areyougoingtoletmego?"

Zeke:"yes...

Hedoesn'tletgo

Me:"Zeke?...

Zeke:"yesBambi...

Me:"letgo?...

Hequicklyletgoofmesteppingaway,somehow

myeyeslandonhisdanglingdickwhichwas

literallypointingatme

Me:"ohmyGoshareyouhard?"

Helooksatitandquicklypushesitdowntryingto

hideit

Zeke:"fuck!..



Hetakesmytowelfromthefloorandcovers

himself,Iturnaroundlookingaway

Me:"I'msorry,Ishouldn'thavelooked,itjust

happened...I'msorry!"

Zeke:"it'sfine"

.

.

.

TRUE

.

.

.

Me:"yousureasuitisagoodoutfitfortoday?"

Izzie:"Babe,thesuitisperfect,youalwayslookso

sexyinasuit"

Me:"sexy?Idon'twanttolooksexyinfrontofa

bunchofyounghornyteenagecollegekids"

Sheburstsintolaughter



Me:"doyouevenloveme?Youwantmelookinglike

apieceofmeatinfrontofthosecrazyhighpeaked

hormonesofyoungwomen?"

Shefrownashersmiledisappears

Izzie:"nowthatyouputitthatway,I'llborrowyou

mygrandfather'soldbrownbaggiesuit"

IlaughasIundomytie

Me:"IguessI'lllosethetiesoit'snottooformal"

Iunbuttonthefirsttwobuttonsfromtheneck

Izzie:"yousohandsome,howdidIgetsolucky"

Me:"I'mtheluckyone"

Sheleanscloseronhertoes,Ileanlowertokissher,

whatwasmeanttobequickgotdeeperasherleg

slidbetweenmine,mydickstartedgrowinginmy

pantstillitwassuffocating

Me:"ba..babe...

Herhandsrunupanddownallovermyback,Ipick

herupandwalktowardsthenearestwallpinning

heragainstit



Ifeltherhandsundoingmybelt,Iputherdownand

stepawayfromherbreakingthekiss

Me(heavybreathing):"wait...

Ilookathertryingtocatchmybreath

Izzie:"youstillhaveanhour,comeonplease,I'mso

wet"

Me:"nobabeIhavetogo...

Shewalkscloserandgrabsmydick

Izzie:"youalreadysohard,letmehelpyouwith

that...IpromiseI'llhelpyougetreadyquickeronce

wedone"

Ilookathertempted,Ipinchmynose

Me:"ohfuckit....

Ipickherupaswekisshungrilyandheadtothe

couchundressingeachothergettingbetweenher

legsandstartpumpingherhard...

.

.



.

Zeke

.

.

.

wewerenowhavingcerealaswewerebothdone

gettingready.Mymindwaszonedoutasshewas

talking,Ican'tbelieveIhadamomentofweakness

likethatwithher,Ifeelreallybadaboutitbecause

shemightthinkofitthewrongwayandinvolveher

feelingsinit.Ishouldprobablytellheritdidn'tmean

anythingbutthatwouldhurtherfeelings.Shit!I

needtogetlaid,it'sbeenawhilenowmydickis

reactingtowardsthewrongpeopleatthewrong

time.

"Hello?Zeke?Areyoulisteningtome?"

Isnapoutofitasshepinchesmyears

Me:"oouch!"

Mimie:"that'sforzoningoutonme,amIboring

you?"



Me:"No,Iwastotallylisteningtoyou"

Mimie:"ohyeah?WhatwasItalkingabout?"

Me:"uhmm...howI'mthecoolestpersonyouknow?"

Sherollshercutebigeyesatme

Mimie:"NoteverythingisaboutyouNowell"

Ismile,Ilikeitwhenshecallsmebymylastname

Me:"okay,I'msorry,Igotdistracted,Imeanlookat

you,youlookingkindacutetoday"

Shesmiles

Mimie:"it'sthehairisn'tit,youusuallylikeitwhenI

letitlooselikethis"

Shehasalotofhairandit'sverycurlyandpuffy,

she'smixedracesoherafroisnotreallythatsteady,

it'smoresilkycurly,whenshedoesn'tstraightit,it's

reallybeautifulandbiganditreallybringsouther

eyes.

Me:"yeah,it'sdefinitelythehair...sowhatwereyou

talkingabout?"

Mimie:"Iwassaying,I'msoexcitedMrMasekois



coming,butI'malsoverynervousIdidn'tpractice

myscriptyesterday,whatifImessup,Idon'twant

tomakeafirstbadimpression,Imeanwetalking

aboutSouthAfrica'sbestfilmproducer,film

director,novelist,Author,screenwriter,actor...

Me:"okayokayIgetit,he'sthekingofTelevision"

Mimie:"insimpletermsYes!SouthAfrica'sveryown

TylerPerry..plushe'salsoveryhandsome,Gosh

he'sliterallymyrolemodel,afterTylerPerrythat

is...ithasbeenmydreamtomeethim,I'dalsolike

toaccomplishmostofthethingshe's

accomplishedatthatageespecially...

Me:"yeahbutheisold..

Mimie:"he'snotthatold,he'slikethirtyfiveturning

thirtysix,withallhe'saccomplishedthat'spretty

young"

Me:"Iguess"

Mimie(sighsindefeat):"butIreallydon'twantto

messuptoday,andIfeellikeIwill,firstimpressions

lastyouknow,plusIwashopingtoworkforhimas

soonasIwasdonewiththisyear,Iwasplanningon



goingforauditionsforhisnewseriesthatwillbe

airingnextyear,ifImessupnowasJuliet...thiswill

belikeanauditionforme,andIdon'tevenknowthe

script"

Me:"butyouonlygotthescriptlikeyesterdaythey

can'texpectyoutoknowyourlinesovernight"

Mimie:"yeahbutthat'snothowitworksinthis

industry,youhavetolearnscriptsasquickas

possible...

Me:"okayfine...I'llhelpyou,we'llpracticebeforeyou

gotoyourdramaclass,meaningweskippingthe

firsttwoclasses"

Mimie:"ohno,Ialreadyskippedthemyesterday,

twiceinarow?I'llfail"

Me:"trustme,youwon't...

Sheraisesherbrowlookingatme

Me:"doyoutrustme?"

Shenods

Mimie:"morethananyone"



Me:"good,nowgivemethat"

Itakeherpapersonthetablewhichwereher

scripts

Me:"Let'sgo"

Igrabmykeysandbagasweheadout

.

.

.
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Me:"it'suseless,Ionlycomeinonscenefivewith

Romeo,heprobablywon'tstaythatlong,scene

threeI'mjusttalkingtothenurseandit'sshort...he

won'tbeabletoseemyfullpotential"

Zeke:"nonsense,youwillactoutthatscenewithas

muchpassionasyouwouldanyotherscene,I've

seenyouacting,youabornnatural,youdon'thave

totrythathard,youjustfitinperfectlywithevery

characterorroleyouplay,that'swhyIlikeattending

dramaclasswithyou,it'syourelement,I'venever

beenpassionateaboutanythinginmylife...andto

seethispassioninyou...well..itinspiresme,ifhe

doesn'tseeyourpotentialthenhe'sblindobviously"

Ilookupintohiseyes,theysincere

Me:"Iinspireyou?"



Zeke(withouttakinghiseyesoffme):"yeah,youdo"

Ismile

Zeke(chuckles):"don'tcatchfeelingsnow"

Ilaughhittinghisshoulder

Me:"Ihavetoimpresshim,Ican'taffordto

embarrassmyselfinfrontofsuchanhonorable

man...suchahandsomemanatthat"

Herollshiseyes

Zeke:"okayI'msurehe'snotallthat"

Me:"ohGod,haveyouseenhismuscles,he'sso

strongIcouldn'timaginemytinybodyin-between

thosebigstrongdarkXhosaman'sarms..uuhhand

hisblackbeardcoveringhalfhisface,alwaysneatly

trimmed,hisdarkpurplelips..

Zeke:"okay!Ok!I'veheard,Igetit...doyouwantmy

helpornot?"

Me(smiling):"okay,calmdown,noneedtoget

jealous,youprettytoo"

Helaughspunchingmyshoulder



Zeke:"weonlyhaveafewhours,let'sgetyouready

forthebigguy"

Wesittingunderourtreewhichisveryfarfrom

wherepeoplepass,it'sverypeacefulhereand

literallynobodyevercomesthissideofthecampus

sowelikechillinghere.

Me:"thankyou...thismeansalottome"

Hesmilesandlooksbackatthescript

Zeke:"okaylet'sgetpracticingBambi"

Ichuckleashecontinuesreadingoutthenurses

part.Ilookatthesideofhisfaceandhissharp

jawlineandhowbeautifullyitmovesashetalks.It

canbeconfusingbeinghisfriendsometimes

becausetheselittlemomentslikethismorning

happenattimesandhedismissesthemlikeit's

nothing,there'sobviouslysexualtensionbetween

usbutIguesswebothafraidtoentertainitbecause

ofourfriendship.Thewayhelooksatme,his

genuinesmileandcareinhiseyesformeorwhen

hepunchesmeandgetsroughwhenplayingwith

me,invitesmetohangoutandplayonlinegaming



withhishomies,healwaysremindsmethatI'mjust

"oneoftheboys"andIguessI'malsoafraidtolose

himasafriend,I'veneverhadabestfriendandhe's

thebest,ifhedoesn'tfeelthesamewayitmight

ruinourfriendshipcauseI'dbetooembarrassedto

everbearoundhim.

hourswentbyaswewerepracticing,wehadcome

Wewerenowbythekissingscene,hewasbeing

verydramaticactingtheroleofRomeoIcouldn't

stoplaughingathim

Zeke(asRomeo):"Havenotsaintslips,andholy

palmerstoo?

Me(asJuliet):"Oh,pilgrim,lipsthattheymustusein

prayer"

Zeke(asRomeo):"Othen,dearsaint,letlipsdowhat

handsdo.Theypray:grantthou,lestfaithturnto

despair...

Me(asJuliet):"Saintsdonotmove,thoughgrantfor

prayers’sake....

Zeke(asRomeo):"Thenmovenotwhilemyprayer’s



effectItake...

Helooksupfromthescriptlookingintomyeyeand

clearshisthroat

Zeke:"itsayshere,Ishouldkissyou"

Me:"wecanskipthatpart"

Hepullsmetowardshimandkissesmeonthe

cheekforalongwhile,mybreathhitchesstartledby

hisgropeandaggressivepullagainsthimandthe

mostsexualkissI'veeverfeltonacheek

Heletsmego

Zeke(asRomeo):"thusfrommylips,bythine,mysin

ispurged.

Me(Juliet):"Thenhavemylipsthesinthattheyhave

took.

Hewasreallyinthemomenttakinghisrole

seriously.Ijustcouldn'tstopsmiling.

Zeke(asRomeo):"Sinfrommylips?Otrespass

sweetlyurged!Givememysinagain...

Hepullsmeagainsthimagainandkissesme,my



eyespopoutasthelongperkwasnowonmylips,I

closemyeyesandlethislipsrestonmineenjoying

themoment,hisbreathingratematchedmineashis

pressonmylipsgotabotmorerelaxed,Ipartedmy

lipsabitinvitinghisinasthekissturnedintoa

smoochwhichlastedawhile.OhmyGod!!Ican't

believethisisactuallyhappening,thebutterfliesin

mystomacharemakingmykneesweak,hislips

tastejustthewaytheydidthreeyearsagoandeven

betternowwithoutthealcoholtaste,Iwrapmy

armsaroundhisneckasweslowlywalkedtowards

thetreeandhepinsmeagainstitforbalance.

Ididn'twantthismomenttoeverend

Hepulledoutofthekisswithhisforeheadrestedon

mineoureyesstillclosedtakinginthismagical

moment

Me(whispers):"ohmygosh...

Zeke:"I'msorry...

Iopenmyeyesandfindhimlookingatme,he

movesawayfromme

Zeke:"I'msosorry,Igottoointocharacter..Ididn't



meanto"

Me:"youdidn't...

Zeke:"uhmIthinkyoureadynow,Ishouldgetgoing"

Hegivesmemypapers

Zeke:"I'msorryNaomi...Ireallyam...

Hegrabshisbagandwalksawayfrommeas

quicklyashecouldalmostrunningleaving.Itfelt

likesomethingwassqueezingandsuffocatingmy

heart.

IclearmythroatfixingmyselfasIpickmybagup

andwalktowardsthebuildings

.

.

.
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IwastryingtogetreadyasIwaslateasfuck

Me:"I'mlateasfuck!"

Izzie:"IknowbabyI'msosorry"

Me:"oneroundwasenoughbutyouhadtorapeme

forroundtwo"

Izzie:"Ididn'trapeyou,yourwerestillhard"

Me:"andyoutookadvantageofme"

Shegigglesasshehelpsmeputonmysuitjacket.

Igrabmycarkeysandmybag

Izzie:"Idon'tknowwhyyoustillcarrythat,you

shouldbecarryingabriefcasenotaNikeschool

bag"

Me:"it'smorecomfortable,Leavemeandmybag

alone"

Ipeckherlipsandheadout

Me:"byesexy!"

Izzie:"byesexy!!"

Igetinthecaranddriveoff



MyphoneringsthroughtheBluetoothconnected

fromthecar,Ianswerit

Me:"Supbro"

"Heymanhow'sit?"

Me:"I'mgoodman,justlateforappointmentIhave

inUCT"

"Youalwayslateman,Izziebereallyworkingyouin

themorningshuh?"

Me:"I'mnotgoingtodiscussmysexlifewithyou

Bandile,forthehundredthtime"

"Ohcomeon,weusedtodoitallthetime"

Me:"yeahbutnowshe'sgoingtobemywifesoon"

"Ohyeahthatremindsme,didyouaskherlast

night?"

Itaketheringboxfromthesidezipperofmybag

andopenit

Me:"Noman,Icouldn'tdoit"

"Comeondude,it'sbeenamonthnowsinceyou

weresupposedtoaskher,whydidyoubuythering



ifyounotreadyyet?"

Me:"it'snotthatI'mnotready...it'sjust...Idon'tknow

man,whatifshesaysNo,whatIfshe'snotready"

"You'llneverknowuntilyouaskherbro"

Me:"yeah...Iguessyou'reright,I'lldoitthis

weekend"

"Heyman,youstillhaveachoice,remainabachelor

andlivethestresslesslifewithme,we'llbe

roommatesandlivehappilyeverafter,brosforever"

Me(laughing):"astemptingasthatsounds,but

Bandile,I'malmostforty,Idon'thavekids,nowife,I

haveallthemoneyIneedtotakecareofthembut

theynonexistent,I'mnotgettinganyyounger,and

Izziehasprovedtobefaithfulandloyaltomefor

thesepastsevenmonthswe'vebeentogether,I

knowitmightseemtoosoonbutIhavefaithinus,

she'sagoodwoman,independentsoIknowshe's

definitelynotwithmeforthemoneyonly"

"Heyman,whateveryoufeelisright,Igotyourback

bro"



Me:"thanksman,heyIjustarrived,we'lltalklater"

"Surething,bye"

Me:"bye"

HehangsupasIfindaparkingspotandrushout

towardsthetheaterbuilding

.

.

.

Naomi

.

.

.

Les:"it'sbeentwentyminutesSir,areyousurehe

saidhe'scomingtothisschool?Becausewe'll

understand,wealldreamofmeetingthegreat

Masekobutthiswasjusttoogoodtobetrue"

Lecturer:"shutupMissLesley...

Theclassroarsinlaughter,thisLecturercanbe



brutal

Heclapshishandsforattention

Lecturer:"okayclass,we'llgetstartedanyway"

"I'msosorryI'mlate"

Irunmyeyestothedoorashewalksin

OhmyGod!ohmyGod!ohmyGod!

He'sreallyhere!It'shim!Liveinflesh!

OkayI'mgettinghotflashes,he'severythingI've

seenonsocialmedia,Ithoughtmaybehe'dbeabit

uglyinreallifebecauseyouknowcamerasand

filterplushisdarkinskintone,thebeard!Itlooks

evenbetterinreallife,Thosepantsarereally

showingoffbeingthattighttohismuscledlegs..

GodIwanttobejustlikehimwhenIgrowup,not

onlyachievementbutIwouldn'tmindgrowinga

beardaswell*Sighs*.Sothisishowitfeelsseeing

yourrolemodel.I'msorryDadbutifthismancould

adoptme,Iwouldn'tthinktwice,hejusthasthat

fatherfigureposture.OkayImightbeobsessed.

Ifeelsomeonepushingme



Me:"jeezLes!Whypushme!?"

Les:"youarebeingcalleddumbass!"

Me:"oh!...

TheclasslaughsatmeasIstandupandgostand

nexttotheguywho'llbeplayingRomeo

MrMaseko:"okaylet'sseewhatyougot"

WeactedoutourromanticsceneandIsurekissed

theguywithasmuchpassionasIcould,theclass

wasshockedcausesirsaidwecanskipthatpartof

weweren'tcomfortable,Ididn'tmind,plustheguy

wasn'tthatbad.

Theclassclappedforus,myfocuswasonMr

Masekowhohadanimpressedsmile.

OkayImighthavemadeanimpression

Lecturer:"Ithinkyouguysdidverywellconsidering

youonlygotyourscriptsyesterdaybutNewton

you'vemanagedtomemorizethemoffbyheart

alreadywowthat'simpressive,how'dyoudoit?"

WasIreallybeingglorifiedinfrontofTheeMaseko?



Me:"I'mjustreallypassionateaboutroleplay,it's

likeahobbytome...andalsoIreallywantedto

impressourguestsothathopefullyonedaywhenI

goforauditionsI'llgetapartinoneofhis

screenplays"

Therewasafewlaughs,andfinallyabiggersmile

poppedonhisface

MrMaseko:"wellI'llmakesuretokeepthatinmind

Miss....

Me:"Newton"

MrMaseko:"Newton,butIwouldliketocommenton

theplayifthat'sokay?"

Lecturer:"ofcausepleasedo"

Hestoodupandwalkeduptothestage

MrMaseko:"youguysarereallygoodandI'm

impressedbyhowsomeofyouarereallygoodwith

theShakespeare'sEnglishandevenmanageto

changeyouraccentsowellMissNewton...

I'mfreakingoutsobadrightnow,andit'stakinga

lotinmetonotburstintoscreams,thisisthe



secondtimehe'scomplimentedmeandsaidmy

surname

MeMaseko:"butIfeellikenoonereally

understandsthisEnglishanymoreandthat'swhy

theatersarealwayssoemptywhenaplaylikethis

isbeingpresented,youareauniversityandalotof

peoplewhocometowatchistheyouth,yourpeers

andparents,theworldischangingandsoisthe

wayofentertainmentandcommunication,soIthink,

whydon'tyalltrytomodernizetheplay,keepthe

storylineofRomeoandJulietbutspeakmodern

EnglishwiththatEnglishaccent...

Ipickmyhandup,Imeanthismanjustspoke

exactlywhatIwastellingZeketheotherday

MrMaseko:"yesNewton?"

Me:"Ithinkthat'sagreatideaSir,Iwantedtobringit

upbutIdidn'tknowifwewereallowed,andI

thoughtit'dbecoolifwealsomadeitamusical,

somewherein-betweenscenesJulietwouldsing

songsthatexpresshowmuchshemissesRomeo

insteadofjustcrying,Imeanweareaschoolfor



theArtsandmostofuscansingprettywell,alotof

peopleareintomusicalsnowadays..anduhm...

IfreezeasInoticehe'sbeenlookingatmefortoo

longandhe'smakingmereallynervous,doeshe

havetolookatmewhenItalk?Okaythat'sdumbof

causehedoes.

Everyoneislookingatmeactually.GoshIfeellike

I'mbeingtooforwardnow,Ishould'vekeptmy

mouthshut.

MrMaseko(smiling):"thatisanexcellentidea,now

thisisstartingtosoundlikeaplayevenIwantto

attend"

Lecturer:"MissNewtonistheBoldone,Ilovethis

idea,butdoesthatreallymeanMrMasekowould

comewatchourplayifweimplementtheseideas"

MrMaseko:"IsurewillandI'dbringafewfriendsas

well"

Weallscreamclappinghandsexcitedly,weallknew

byfriends,he'dbringthefamouscelebritieshe

workswith,MyGodIfeellikeI'mdreaming.



Wecontinuewithclassaswehelpchangethe

scriptswithMrMasekoguidingus.

LaterthateveningclasswasoverandIwaswaiting

forZekewho'smyridehome.

I'mstartingtogetworriedbecauseit'sgettingvery

lateandhe'snotpickingupmycallsoranswering

mytextsandhisphoneisonreceivingeverything.I

can'tbelievehe'sreallygoingtobeajerkaboutthis

situation.

AbeautifulblackJaguarpassesbyme,the

windowsrolldownandalmostfaint

MrMaseko:"MissNewton?"

Me(stammering):"hhhiSir"

I'mwreakinginnervesrightnow

MrMaseko:"classendedanhourago,Ijustgotoffa

meetingwithyourlecturers,youtheonlystudent

here,iseverythingalright?"

Me:"yeahI'mfine,myrideisonitsway,hejust

called"



MrMaseko:"ohhokayIdon'tthinkyouaresafe

waitinghereonyourownthough,soI'llwaitwith

you"

You'vegottobefuckenkiddingme,pleasecanI

wakeupfromthisdreamalreadyit'sbecomingtoo

much,myheartmightstopbeatingfromtoomuch

excitement.IsTylerPerryreallyabouttowaitwith

mehere,ishereallytalkingtomerightnow.

Me:"amIdreaming?"

MrMaseko:"what?"

Me:"areyoureal?Becausethisisgettingwayoutof

handnow,youareliterallymyIdolafterTylerPerry

andtarajipHenson"

Hesmilesandgetsoffhiscar

Me:"andhe'sgettingoutthecarokay!ClearlyItook

wishingstarsforgrantedwhenIwasthirteen,

becausethislookslikesomethingIoncewishedfor

overashootingstaryearsago"

Helaughsatme

MrMaseko:"youfunnykid,butonaseriousnote,



it'sdangerousaroundhere,alittlegirllikeyou

shouldn'tbestandingonthesestreetsbyherself,

there'sbeenalotofcasesofyounggirlslikeyou

gettingkidnapped,rapedandkilled,IbedamnedifI

justdrovepastyouonlytoseeanewsreportinthe

morningaboutagirlwhowasrapedandmurdered

outsidetheschool"

OkayI'mnotthatlittle,he'sonlylike15yearsolder

thanme.Okaythatisold,nevermind.

Me:"wow,soyoureallyareagoodheartedpersonin

reallifeaswell"

Helaughs

MrMaseko:"I'dliketothinkso"

Me:"wellthat'sawesomethen"

Ismilefoldingmyarms,hestandsbedsidemeas

silencetensesaroundus

MrMaseko:"youarereallytalentedNewton,Iwas

impressed"

Ilookupathimwithmyteethallout

Me:"reallySir?Youthinkso?"



MrMaseko:"yesIdo"

Me:"thankyou,youdon'tknowhowmuchitmeans

tohearthosewordscomingoutofyourmouth,this

honestlyfeelsunreal"

MrMaseko:"ifyoukeepupthispassionandjust

workhardwithit,you'llgoveryfar"

Me:"thankyouSir,I'lldothat"

MrMaseko(laughs):"yeah...

Me:"what?Whyyoulaughing?"

MrMaseko:"nothing,it'snothing...

Me:"oh...okay...

Helooksathiswristwatchaswecontinuewaiting,I

couldtellhewasgettingimpatientashekept

checkinghiswatchorhisphone,hemustbeabusy

manandprobablyhaswaymoreimportantthings

todolikemakingmoney,thanbabysittingthislittle

girlbesidehim.

MrMaseko:"areyousureyourridewasontheway?

Howfarawaydoesitcomefrom?"



Me(sighs):"youcangoMrMaseko,I'musedtothis,

he'llcomeeventually"

MrMaseko:"who'spickingyouup?IsitanUber?

CauseyoucanjustcancelitandI'lltakeyouhome"

Me:"No..it'smyfriend,healwayswaitsformebut

todayhedidn't,he'snotansweringmycallsortexts,

I'mnotsureifhe'sevencoming"

MrMaseko:"getinthecar"

Me:"what?"

MrMaseko:"I'lltakeyouhome,getinthecar"

Hegotinthecarandopenedthepassengerdoor

frominside,Ijuststoodtherefrozen

MrMaseko:"youcoming?"

.

.

.
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Ieventuallygotinthecar,IhadtotryactcoollikeI

wasn'tfreakingoutandIdidn'tactuallyfeellike



screamingmygutsoutortakingaphotoand

postingonallsocialplatforms

MrMaseko:"sotellme,yourfriendusuallyjust

ditchesyouorforgetsaboutyousometimes?"

Me:"No"

MrMaseko:"ohgoodcausethatwouldn'tbea

personI'dsuggestyoucallafriendifthatwerethe

case"

Me(laughs):"No,it'sjust...somethingweird

happenedbetweenus...andIguessthisishisway

ofdealingwithit"

MrMaseko:"whathappened?"

Me:"uhm...

MrMaseko:"ohshit,sorry,youdon'thavetotellme,

wedon'tknoweachotherlikethat,pleasedon'ttell

me"

Me(laughs):"it'sokay,IfeellikeIalreadyknowyou

likethat,I'vebeenyourfaneversinceIstarted

understandingtelevisionandsocialmedia"

Helaughsinflatteryrubbinghisbeard



Ilookawayfromhimcarefulnottostarefortoo

longlikeacreep

Wecontinuetodriveinsilenceforawhile

Me:"uhm,well,he'sbeenmybestfriendforthree

yearsnow,andwhenwemet,itwasthebestnight

ofmylifehewassuppercoolandfunbutthenwe

hadtoomuchtodrinkandendedinhisbedhaving

sex,hewasplanningtomakemehisonenight

stand,andwell...liketheidiotIamIfellinlovewith

himafterthatnight...andwhathedidn'tknowwas

thatheactuallybrokemyvirginitythatnight...

MrMaseko:"whooaahectic!Whywouldyoudothat?

Havesexforthefirsttimewithaguyyoubarely

knew?...

Me:"arghthisisnotastoryI'ddreamtI'dtellmyIdol

somedayhonestly,it'sembarrassing"

MrMaseko:"No,please,continue,Ihaven'theardan

interestingstoryinawhile,andyouseemtobe

quiteinterestingNewton"

Ichuckle



Me(sighs):"wellIactedlikealovestruckpuppythe

nextmorningandhehitmewiththefriendzoneso

hard,Iwassoheartbroken,butIacceptedit,I

thoughtmaybeI'llgetoverhimwithtimeitwasjust

aminorcrush,ohbutIsuredidhaveamajormental

breakdownonmyownoverthewayIjustlostmy

virginity,tillthisdayhedoesn'tknowIlostittohim,

Ididn'twanttomakehimfeelbad,overtheyears

wedidbecomeveryclosefriends,I'veeven

introducedhimtomyfather,andheintroduced

himselfasmybrotherfromanothermothertomy

fatherpromisinghimhe'llbeabigbrothertome

andagoodfriend,hemadesurethatmyfather

understoodthatnothingwouldeverhappen

betweenus,andmyfatherbelievedit,he'snowvery

fondofhimandtreatshimlikehisson...youdon't

understandtheleveloffriendzoneI'min,I'mlike

verydeepmorethanasistereven(welaugh)but

myfeelingsforhim,mystupidassfeelingsjustkept

growingmoreandmore,Iknow,stupidstupid

feelings,Imeanthisguyinvitesmetohangwiththe

boysanddoguystuff,ImeanIlikeallthatcause

that'sbeenmywholelife,butforonceIwantedmy



malefriendtofallinlovewithmelikealltheother

jerkassesI'verejectedinthepast,butinsteadthis

onethatIloveremainstruetofriendship"

Hesighshakinghishead

MrMaseko:"damn,youareindeep,sothenwhat

happened,whyishestandingyouuptoday?"

Me:"wekissed"

Helooksatmeshook

MrMaseko:"ohh!Okay!Ithoughtyouweredeepin

thefriendzone...

Me:"hewashelpingmewithRomeoandJuliet,he

wasRomeoandatthekissingscenewekissed,the

kissgotveryheatedandrealforalongwhile,and

earlierbeforethatkisswemistakenlysaweach

othernaked...

MrMaseko(shocked):"what!?Thisjustkeeps

gettingmoreinteresting...

Me:"hewassleepingoveratmyplace,wedothat

sometimesbutnothingoutoftheordinaryever

happens,buttodayafterItookashowerhesawme



nakedbymistake,andafterhefinishedtakinga

showerIhadjustreadtheemailthatyouwere

comingtoschoolIwasexcitedandIjumpedonhim

hugginghimasIusuallydowhenIgetexcitedonly

Iforgotthathewasonlywearingatowelwhichfell

asIwashugginghim,wehadamomentof

weakness,hewasnakedhisbodywason

mine...(sighs)...whichthenledtothatpartwherehe

kissedmewhenhewashelpingme,andIguess

todaywasjusttoomuchgoingonbetweenus,now

he'savoidingme"

MrMaseko:"thatisalotforoneday,I'msurehe's

stilltryingtoprocesseverythinganddoesn'tknow

howtotalktoyouaboutit"

Me:"Iknow,Sir,Ilovethisguy,somuchIdon't

understandmyself,but...he'sjustnotthatintome"

MrMaseko:"okay,Iwouldn'tsayhe'snotthatinto

you,Imeanhedidkissyoutodayandalltheother

sexualmomentsyouhad,itmeansthathemightbe

sexuallyattractedtoyou,butthat'sallitisandhe

doesn'twanttoexploreitwithyoubecausehehas

noromanticfeelingsforyou,atthesametimehe



reallylikesyouasafriend"

Ilookathimwithconfusingonmyface

MrMaseko:"hehadsexwithyouthefirstnightyou

met,andI'msurehestillremembershowgoodyou

probablyfelt...

Ilookdownasthisconversationisstartingtogeta

bitawkward,Imeanthismanisoldenoughtobe

mydad'syoungerbrother,myolderbrothereven.

MrMaseko:"andwhenhesawyounakedtoday,he

probablyhadflashbacksofthatnight,whichbought

backthesexualthoughtsaboutyouhe'sbeentrying

toforgetbybro-ingyou,andthenyouwereagainst

hisnakedbody,majorturnon,thekissingsceneon

RomeoandJuliet,hewasoncharacterand

probablyfeltlikekissingyousincethetimehesaw

younakedandthiscameasanopportunity...but

nowwhatismakingthishardforhimisyour

friendshipandthesexualtensionbetweenyou...I

don'tthinkhelovesyouthewayyoulovehim"

Me:"sohejustwantssexfromme?"

MrMaseko:"yeah,he'ssexuallyattractedtoyou,but



notromantically"

Me:"butIwanthimtoberomanticallyattractedto

me"

Heshrugshisshoulders

MrMaseko:"youwillingtoloseafriendover

romance?"

Me:"Imean...whatshouldIdo,I'minlovewithhim,

I'veneverbeeninlovebefore"

"Turnrightandyouwillreachyourdestination"

Heparksoutsidemyplace

Heturnstofaceme

MrMaseko:"trytalkingtohimfirst,ifyouthinka

romanticrelationshipwithhimwillbebetterthan

friendship,thenyoutalktomeaboutit...onlywhen

youhundredpercentsurethough"

Me:"really?"

MrMaseko:"I'malreadytooinvestedinyourlife

storyline...I'mwillingtohelpwhereIcan"

Ismileexcitedly



Me:"IcouldhugyourightnowMrMasekobutI

wouldprobablywakeupintheERbecausemy

heartwouldstopliterally"

Heburstsintolaughter,Ilaughathislaugh,hehas

aninterestinglaughit'sverycontagious.

MrMaseko:"okay,Ihavetogethome,I'llseeyou

around"

Me:"okay,haveagoodnightSir"

Igetoutofthecarclosingthedoor

MrMaseko:"goodnightkid"

Hespeedsoff,Ismilelikearetardwalkinginthe

gate.

Iheadstraighttomyroomwithouttalkingto

anyoneasIhavealotonmymindrightnowandI

justneedmybed,blanketandthoughts,ImeanI

wasjustinMrMaseko'scardiscussingmy

complicatedlovelifethatIthoughtI'dneverever

sharewithanyone,Iwould'vetookmyfeelingsfor

Zeketothegrave,butaftereverythingthat

happenedtoday,IfeellikeI'dbeignoringthe



universe'ssignsifIdidn'tatleasttry

.

.
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Igothometoanicewarmfullmeal

Me(wipingmouth):"thefoodwasdeliciousbabe,as

always"

ShesmilesasIsiponthejuice

Izzie:"sohowwerethethirstyteenagevarsitykids

like,IknowtheseCapeTowncoloredgirlscanbe

verythirsty"

Me(laughs):"baby,don'tsaythat"

Izzie:"it'strue,Ikeeptellingyou,Idon'tmindifwe

gostartalifeintheEasternCapewhereyoufrom,



I'msurekidstherearemorerespectfulthanthese

spoiledCitygirlsthisside"

Ilaughathercutejealousface

Me:"yousocutewhenyoujealous"

Sheblushes

Me:"come...

Igetuptogositbythecouch

Me:"sitonme"

Shecomestositonme

Isitbackrelaxingasshelaysherheadonmy

shoulder

Me:"mydaywasgreat,it'salwaysnicemeeting

youngfreshartistswhoarestillfilledwithpassion

andhungertothrive,theyalwaysremindmewhy

andhowIgothere...it'srefreshing"

Shesmilesandkissesmycheek

Izzie:"I'mgladyouenjoyedyourday"

Me:"yeah"



Ifindmyselflaughingasmymindgobackafew

minutesearlier

Izzie:"what'ssofunny?"

Me:"actuallyImetaveryinterestingkidtoday"

Izzie:"ohyeah?Whatmadehimsointeresting?"

Me:"sheisaverytalentedactress,shecandothe

accentandeverything,hadfreshbrilliantideasit

wasalmostlikewethinkfromthesamebrain...

Izzie:"oh,she?...

Me:"yeah,Ibumpedintoherafterclasses,itwas

lateandgettingdarkandshewasstandingthere

alonesoIofferedheraride...

Izzie:"really?...

Me(laughs):"yeahI'mgladIdid,causeIgottohear

hercrazylovestory(laughs)itsamess....

Izzie(chuckles):"tellmeaboutit?"

Me:"it'scrazy,butkindasad,she'sinlovewithher

bestfriendbutIdon'tthinkthebestfriendfeelsthe

same...



Izzie:"ouch"

Me:"buttodaytheykissedunintentionallyorsothey

think,butnowtheboyisactingweirdaboutitand

avoidingher,she'snotsurewhattodo,tomakehim

feelthesameway"

Izzie:"ohpoorgirl,sheshouldjusttellhim"

Me:"yeahthat'snotgoingtowork,he'llrejecther...

Izzie:"why?Howdoyouknow?"

Me:"I'maguyandIknowhowguysthink,I'malsoa

writerIknowhowthesekindoflovestoriesend,it

caneitherendgoodorbad,butifsheapproachesit

likethat,byjusttellinghimwhenshe'sthatdeepin

thefriendzone,she'llgetrejectedonehundred

percent"

Izzie:"thenwhatshouldshedo?"

Me:"sheneedstotakeitstepbystep,andfirstfind

outifsomewhereinthere,isthereromanticfeelings

forherandit'snotjustsexualattraction,because

hecanbesexuallyattractedtoherbutnotinlove

withher,andgirlsgetconfusedbythosetwo



feelingsalot,becausetoyouguysanykindof

attractionislove,that'swhyit'shardforgirlsand

boystobejustfriends,andsexualattraction

withoutloveisdangerousfortheotherpartywho's

inlove"

Izzie:"hey,it'snotalwaysthegirlwhoconfuses

thosefeelings...girlscanalsobejustsexually

attractedtosomeonewithoutmixingitwithlove"

Me:"yeah,butit'smostlythegirlswhocatch

feelings"

Izzie:"Ibegtodisagree"

Me:"okay,fine,let'sjustagreetodisagree,Idon't

wanttohaveanotherfeministargumentwithyou"

Izzie(laughs):"becauseyoualwayslose"

Me:"correction..Iletyouwin"

Ipullherinforakissbeforeshecouldsay

something

Izzie:"I'mworriedaboutthisgirl,she'sabouttoface

ahugeheartbreakifhereallydoesn'tfeelthesame"

Me:"Iknow...she'llgetoverit"



Shefrownslookingatmeindisbelief

Izzie:"sinceyouknoweverythingaboutmen,you

shouldhelpher"

Me:"oh...Idon'tknow,Ihavealotofotherstuffto

worryabout"

Izzie(sighs):"okay...Ihopeshehandlesitwell"

Me:"yeah...

(Silence)

Me:"Ikindamissmyvarsitydays,sheremindedme

alotofmyselfbackinmydays,thedrama,the

awkwardrelationships,nottomentiontheloveof

art,theideasshepointedout,itwaslikewewerein

thesamemind,theyallwereverygood"

Izzie:"well,lookslikeshemadequitethe

impression"

Ismilethoughtfully

Me:"youknowwhoelsemadeanimpression

today?"

Izzie:"anotherdramastudent?"



Me:"actually,itwasthisotherbeautifulwoman,

she'sthemostbeautifulwomanI'veeverseen"

Shegetsupfrommylap

Izzie:"soyougoaroundbeingimpressedby

differentwomenwhatamIevendoinghere"

Me:"youdon'tunderstand,thiswoman,shegives

thebestsexever,howcanInotbeimpressed"

Izzie:"youcheatingonme?"

Me:"ifyoumeanwiththemostbeautifulwomanI've

everseenwhofuckedmesohardmakingmelate

forwork,thenyes"

Shesmileswalkingaway

Me:"hey!..getbackhere,canyoudothatthingyou

dowithyourwaistwhileridingmeagain?Ilovethat

shit"

ShelaughsrunningupthestairsasIrunafterherto

thebedroom

.

.



.

Zeke

.

.

.

Me:"passmeabeer"

Hepassesmeone

Ludwe:"dude,it'sgettinglate,howisyourgirlgoing

togethome?"

Me:"she'sabiggirl,she'llfigureitout"

Ludwe:"ifsomethinghappenstoher,I'llalways

remindyouthatitwasyourfault"

Me:"Ican'tseeherrightnow,Idon'tknowwhatI

wasthinking,Iwasn'tthinking"

Ludwe:"youknowyoulovethatgirl,Istilldon't

understandwhyyoufriendzonnedherinthefirst

place"

Me:"nahit'snotevenlikethat,Iloveherasafriend



nothingmore,she'sslowlycatchingfeelingsand

thatkissI'msurehasputmoreideasinhermind...I

don'twanttohurtherman"

Ludwe:"justgiveherachancebro,whatdoyougot

tolose,youalreadyhaveastrongfriendshipbond,

yourrelationshipwillbeawesome"

Me:"Iloveherman,butI'mnotinlovewithher,she's

agreatpersonandI'malreadyveryluckytohave

herinmylife,ifItakeittothatstagewithherit'll

ruineverything,thisistheonepersonIdon'twantto

loseinmylifeever,youknowhowwomenwhoare

inloveare,lovehurtsman,onemisunderstanding,

onemistakeandshe'soutmylife,butasfriends,

friendsforgiveandforget,Idon'twanthertogo

throughthatbecauseofme,she'stheonlyfamilyI

have,ifIloseher,I'llbeallaloneagain"

Hebrushesmyshoulder

Ludwe:"iunderstand,butlook,ifsheconfessesher

lovetoyousomedaywhichmightbesoon,andyou

rejecther,you'lllosehereitherway"

Myphonerings,webothlookatitfromthetable



andherpicturepopsupwith"BAMBI "itrings

tillitstops

Isiponmybeer

Ludwe:"yousayyoudon'twanttohurtherbutyou

doingitrightnow"

Ilookathim,Ihatehimwhenhe'sright

Me(sighs):"Ishouldgetgoing"

Ludwe:"goodchoice"

Ifinishmybeerquicklyandheadout

.

.

.

Naomi

.

.

.

Iwasstartingtogetworried,it'sunlikeZeketonot

talktomeforthislong.Didthatkissreallybother



himthatmuch?

Ishemadatme?BecauselastIrecallhekissedme.

Ihearaloudsoundofabikeoutside,Ilookoutmy

windowaswatchhimparkintheyard

Ihearasoftknockatmybedroomdoor

Ilookatmyselfinthemirrorfixingmyhair,Imove

closershowingmyteethandrubthemwithmy

finger.

Theknockgetsalittlelouderstartlingme.Iwalkup

tothedoortoopen,welookateachotherfora

while

Zeke:"I'msorry"

Isighrollingmyeyesandwalktowardsthebed,I

foldmyarmssitting

Hesitsnexttomeandthere'ssilenceasweboth

justsittherequietly

Zeke:"hey"

Ilookathim

Zeke:"I'mreallysorryaboutnotpickingyouup



todayandavoidingyou"

Me:"whydidn'tyou?"

Hiseyesdrop

Zeke:"Ididn'tknowhowtofaceyouafterwhat

happenedearlier....

Me:"whathappened?"

Helooksbackupatme

Zeke:"aboutthatkiss...

Me:"youknowyoutheonethatkissedmeright?"

Zeke:"Iknowanditwasstupidofme,Ididn'tmean

todothat...Imeanitwasn'tsupposedtohappen...

Me:"thenwhydidithappen?"

Zeke:"Idon'tknow,itjustdid,IguessIgotcarried

awayincharacter,andI'msorry"

Me:"so...itdidn'tmeananything?"

Zeke:"No...Imean,I'mnotsure...Idon'tthink

so..shit...Ikindahadafewbottlesjustnow,Idon't

knowwhatIwasthinkingthenandI'mdefinitelynot



sureaboutanythingI'msayingrightnow,butallI

knowisthat,I'msorryabouttoday,canweplease

notbeweirdaboutitandcontinuebeingjust

friends?"

Myheartsinks

Me:"sothere'snothingyouwanttotellme?"

Hefrownsconfusedandshakeshishead

Zeke:"besidesthatI'msorryforbeingajerktoyou,

no,Ipromiseyou,it'llneverhappenagain,youthe

onlyfamilyIgotMimie,Ican'taffordtomessup

whatwehave"

Me:"whatdoyoumeanI'mtheonlyfamilyyou

have?"

Zeke:"Igrewupindifferentfosterhomes,mymom

wasadrugjunkieafterdaddied,shewasabusive

soIranawaywhenIwasten,someladyhelpedme

andI'vebeeninandoutoffosterhomes,neverhad

anysiblings,I'veneverreallymadeclose

relationshipswithanyonebecauseIhatedthepain

ofwhenthepeopleI'veconnectedwithleave,I've

experienceditafewtimeswiththefamiliesI've



livedwithwhenIwasyounger,itwaspainfulwhenI

hadtobemovedsoIstoppedconnectingwith

peopleIwasthattroublesomekidwhomoved

withinafewmonthsfromplacetoplacejustsoI

don'tbondwithanyone,samewentformylovelife,

Ididn'thaveanybecauseIneverwanttofallinlove

thatdeeponlytolosethepersonbecauseof

somethingstupid,Ijustcan'tdealwithlosing

peoplethat'swhyIalwaysprefertobealone,itwas

betterthatway,untilImetyou,Iwasn'tplanningto

keepyouinmylifeforthislong,Ionlyfriendzonned

youtoletyoudowneasybutunintentionallyletyou

intoodeep,youbecamemybestfriend,mybro....

InodasIfeelmyheartslowlycrushingin

disappointment,Imightbemoredeepinthe

friendzonethanIwantedtobelieve.

Me:"uhm...Ididn'tknowallthat,I'msorryyougrew

upinthatway"

Zeke:"don'tbesorry,it'smylife,itmakesmystory"

(Silence)

Zeke:"pleasesaysomething"



Me:"soyouhavenofeelingsforme?Youdon'tfind

meattractive?"

Zeke:"ofcourseyouarebeautifulandveryattractive

andatsomepointIwasphysicallyattractedtoyou,

Imeanwedidsmashonthefirstnightwemet,but

atthattimeIdidn'tseemyselfeverbumpinginto

youagainorevenrememberingyournamethenext

day,itwasjustaliveinthemomentsituationfor

me...butthenitturnedouttobemorethanthat,and

asIgottoknowyou,youbecamethebestthing

that'severhappenedtome"

Isighlookingawayfromhim

Zeke:"Imsorry,pleaselet'sgobacktoournormal"

Me:"that'sthething,ournormalisconfusing,Iknow

I'mnotstupidtothinkthattherewassexualtension

betweenusthismorning,ithashappenedmore

thanoncebutwe'vemanagedtoignoreit,buttoday,

thatkiss...howcanIjustforgetaboutit?Andmove

ontobenormalwithyou?"

Zeke:"Iwon'tlietoyou,thesexualattractionisvery

presentbetweenus...butIdon'twantitcoming



betweenourfriendship,thesecouldonlybesexual

feelingsandnothingmore,Idon'twantustobe

thosekindoffriends,whofuckwithnostrings

becausestringsalwaysattachsomehow...Iknowit

won'tbeeasybutweshouldtryavoidthemas

muchaspossible,eventuallythey'llfadeaway,I

promiseyou"

Ilookathim

Me:"soyousayingyounevereverseeyourself

beingpossiblyinlovewithme?"

Hesearchesintomyeyestryingtofindtheright

wordstosayashislipsparttosaysomethingasI

waitinanticipationforhisreply,buthislipsclose

aswordsfailtocomeouthismouthbuthiswatery

eyesspeakforhiminsteadasheshrugshis

shoulders

Ilaughtryingtobreaktheawkwardnessbuthe

insteadlooksatmewithconcern

Me:"wellI'mgladtohearthatbecauseireallylike

you,asafriend,andIjustwantedtomakesurethat

there'sabsolutelynoromanticfeelingsbetweenus



andthatkissmeantnothing,becauseIreallyprefer

youasmybro"

Hejuststaresintomyeyes

Iswallowthebiglumponmythroatashepullsme

inforahuginstead

Zeke:"IloveyousomuchBambi,Ievenlikeyou,you

meansomuchtome...butI'mnotyourperson,the

personwho'smeantforyoutohaveafamilywith,

I'mjustafriendwho'llalwaysbetherewhenever

youneedhimfortherestofyourlife"

Me:"andthat'sallI'deverwant"

Zeke:"really?Youhavenofeelingsforme?"

Me:"notlikethatno..youlikeabrothertome..Ijust

wantedustomakeitcleartonight"

Hesighsinreliefholdingmetighter

Zeke:"phew!Yougotmealittleworriedthere,I

thoughtmaybeyouhadromanticfeelings"

Me(chuckles):"nonotatall,Iwasabitconfused

becauseofwhathappenedbutIwashopingitwas

nothingbecauseIdidn'twantwhatwehavetoever



bedestroyed"

Zeke(smiles):"that'sexactlyhowIfeel...Ithinkthe

sexualtensionisfrombeingsingleforsolong,we

needtogetpartnerstoshareandfulfillthatpartof

ourneedsbeforewestartcompromisingour

friendship"

Me:"Iagree..eishbutmjoloisapandemicnowadays,

Idon'tknowifI'mreadyforthatstress"

Zeke:"naweyoumustn'tgoinfullforcewithyour

heart,youdothesethingswithyourliverbutnot

yourheart"

Welaughabit

Imoveawayfromhisembrace

Me:"uhm...Ineedtosleep"

Zeke:"okayI'llswitchoffthelight"

Me:"alone,please"

Zeke:"oh...ohokay,uhm...

WelookateachotherforawhilebeforeIlookdown

thenbackathimgivinghimasidesmile



Zeke:"I'llleavethen,seeyoutomorrow?"

Me(nods):"okay"

Hehugsmebrieflyandkissesmyforehead

Zeke:"GoodnightBambi"

Me:"goodnight"

Hewalksoutclosingthedoorbehindhim,Ilockit

beforerunningtomybedgettingunderthecovers,

myheartsuffocatesmeinpainasIbreakdowninto

tears

.

.

.

*******

Platonicvibes

******

Tobecontinued
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Wewerechillinginherbedroomwhiledadwas

preparingpopcorndownstairs

Mom:"Iknowyoustillyoungtounderstandthis,but

someday,yougoingtosleepwithaboy"

Ilookather



Me:"whywouldIdothatmommy?"

Mom:"becauseyou'llfallinlovesomedayandmake

dumbdecisions,it'spartoflife"

Me:"butI'msmart"

Shesmileschucklingsweetly

Mom:"Iknowyouare,butifyoudoatanypointof

yourlifestartsleepingwithboys,pleasemakesure

youtelldaddy"

Me:"daddywillkillme,whycan'tIjusttellyou"

Mom:"ifithappensI'mnotthere,telldaddy"

Me:"wherewillyoube?"

Mom:"justpromisemeyou'lltellmeordaddyokay?

Ipromisewewon'tkillorshoutatyou,it'sjustvery

importantforachildtotellherparentsaboutthis,

becausethere'llbeimportantthingsweneedto

teachyou"

Inodagreeing

Me:"that'sdisgusting,I'llneverdothat,butokayI'll

tellyoumommy"



ShelaughstoherselfbrushingmyhairasIplace

myheadonherlap

Mom:"ohmybaby,Ihopeyoulisteningandyou

rememberallthewordsI'vesharedwithyou"

*********

Iwokeupwithapoundingheadache.

Icriedmyselftosleeplastnight,nowIfeelterrible,

mynoseisblockedandmyeyeshurt.I'veneverin

mylifecriedlikethatforaboybefore,it'smyfirst

timecryingforsomethingthatisn'tmysadness

aboutmymotherormydepressingthoughtsabout

mywackpastandfearoftheuncertainblurryfuture.

ToobadIdon'tknowhowtodomakeuptocoverup

myhorriblepuffyface,Ican'tletZekeseemelike

this,soIrequestedabolttotakemetoschool

today.

LuckyformeitcamebeforeZeke.

Igetinasitdrivesoff,Itakemyphoneoutandtext

Zeke.



Me:"goodmorning,hadanearlyclasssoItooka

bolt,seeyoulater"

Isent.Hegotitimmediatelyandreadwithina

matterofseconds,hewasalreadyonline

Zeke:"what?Ijustarrivedatyourgate,you

should'vetoldmebeforerequestingthebolt,it'sfine,

waitformebythemaingatethen"

Me:"I'llseeyouafterclassesIhavetorushtoclass"

Zeke:"okay,IguessI'llseeyoulaterthen,enjoythe

restofyourday"

Me:"yeah,youtoo"

Iputmyphoneawayasthedriverdroppedmein

frontofthemaingate

IwalkedasfastasIcould.

Idon'tknowhowI'mgoingtofaceZekeeveryday

whenheliterallyjustrejectedmelikehedidlast

nightwithoutmeevenhavingtotellhimhowIfeel

abouthim.

Iguessthisiswhenmyactingwillhavetocometo

play,andjustpretendlikeIdon'thavethesestrong



feelingsforhimuntiltheyactuallygoaway.

.

.

.

Zeke

.

.

.

Ididn'thaveanearlyclasstodaysoIdroveto

Ludwe'splaceinstead

Ludwe:"dudeyoureallypushingherloveaway,are

yousureyou'llhandleherlovingsomeoneelse

someday?"

Me(sighs):"She'sagreatgirl,everythingI'dwantina

woman,butshe'sjustwaytoospecialtome...apart

ofmeknowsthatweonlymeanttobefriendsbut

theotherpartofmeisscaredofregret,whatifshe

istheloveofmylifeandIletherpassmeby

withoutgivingitatry,myfeelingstowardsherare



confusing,Ireallylikethisgirl,Idon'twanttolose

her"

Ludwe:"Ithinkyoushouldgiveherachance"

Me:"andwhatifitdoesn'tworkout,whatifthose

romanticfeelingsdon'tsparkupforme?HowwillI

tellherthat,Idon'tloveherlikeshelovesme?I

knowI'mattractedtoher,It'llbreakherheart,I'll

definitelyloseherforever,shemightthinkshe'sa

greatactress,butyesterdayshecouldn'thidethe

hurtinhereyeseventhoughshewastellingmeshe

hasnofeelingsformeandthatshelovesmelikea

brother..Iwould'vebelieveditifIdidn'tknowhowto

readhereyes,shedidn'tevenwantmenexttoher"

Ludwe:"I'veseenthewayyoulookather,thestrong

bondyoutwoshare,there'sdefinitelyattraction

there...

Hetouchesmyshoulder

Ludwe:"Bro,Ithinkyoujustscaredoflovebecause

ofyourpast,it'snotaboutyoujustwantingtobe

friends...youareafraidofopeningup..Isaygiveher

achance,toopenyouupbro,you'llsee,loving



someoneisnotabadthinganditdoesn'talways

havetohurt...giveitatryman,Iwouldn'twantyou

missingoutontheopportunitytoexperiencelove

dude,evenIfitdoesn'tworkout,IknowwithNaomi

youwouldhaveatleasthadatasteofit,andifit

happensyouloseher,youknowyoudidtryandyou

failed,butyoutried,ratherthangivinguponher

withouttrying"

Isighshakingmyheadashiswordshithome.How

doItrysomethingI'mnotevensureof.Iwanttobe

sureofthefeelingsIfeelforNaomibeforetrying

anything.Naomi'sheartisthelastIwishtoplay

with.Shedeservessomeonewho'llbe100%sureof

hernot60%shedeservessomeonewhoknows

whathewantsjustlikeherself.Idon'tthinkI'mthat

person.Idon'ttrustmyself.

.

.

.

TRUE

.



.

.

IcaughtherstaringatmethroughthemirrorasI

wasdressingup

Me:"areyouundressingmewhileI'mdressingup?"

Izzie:"ifitwasuptomewe'dstayinthisroom

forever"

Me:"youareafreak,ithoughtIwastheaddict,but

youmissarejustcrazy"

Izzie:"whydoyouhavetogotoworkanyway"

Me:"youseethatbedyousocomfortablein?That's

myworkmoney,thisbighouse,that'smywork

money,melookingthiscleaninthisvery

fashionablefit,that'smyworkmoneyrightthere,

lookatyournailsandhair,alldoneandprettyright?

What'sthat?"

Izzie:"That'sworkmoneyrightthere...

Me:"yougetthegist?..

Shelaughsandhuffs



Shewalksuptomeandwrapsherarmsaroundmy

waistfrombehind

Izzie:"Igetthegist"

Iturntolookatherandweshareakiss

Ibreakitoff

Me:"damn,yourmorningbreathisbad"

Shegaspsashermouthdropsshocked,Ilaughat

herclosinghermouthwithmyhand

Me:"gobrushyourteethbabe"

Izzie:"wow...Theshade"

SheturnswalkingawayasIspankherass

Izzie:"youweren'tcomplainingaboutmybadbreath

whenIwassuckingthebabiesoutyourballs"

Mymouthdropsinshockbeforeburstinginto

laughter.

Igrabmykeysandcasebeforeheadingout.

.

.



.

Naomi

.

.

.

Iwaswatchingthembusygossipingandgiggling

aboutthegroupofguysinourclass.It'ssoclear

theytalkingaboutthemandtheflirtylooksthey

keepthrowingatthem.Ichucklesarcastically

shakingmyhead,Girls,

"Theysothirstytheycan'tevenpretend"

Ilookbesidemeasshetakesaseatnexttome.

Thiswasasurprise,shehardlyevertalkstome,or

anyoneforthatmatter,She'salwayssittingalonein

thecorner,shehasthisdarkdangerousauraabout

her,youwouldn'twannamesswithher,always

wearingdarkcolorsrevealsalotofskinandhasa

bodytodiefornottoocurvyjusttherightamount

ofcurves,nottomentionhermakeupalwayson

point.



Stella:"youmute?"

Me:"uhmno,youtalkingtome?"

Shelooksatmewithafrown,shelooksintomy

eyesforawhilebeforesmilingandwebothburst

intolaughter

Stella(laughing):"areyouscaredofme?"

Ilaughembarrassingly,thisisthefirsttimeI've

seenherreallylaughwithoutactingitforan

audience.

Me:"No,whywouldIbescaredofyou,youthe

friendliestpersonIknow"

Stella(chuckles):"sarcasm,Iknewthere's

somethingcoolaboutyou"

Ismileasmyheartbeatsinexcitement,I'vealways

wantedtobefriendherbutshe'sjusttoo

intimidatingalwaysquietandveryunapproachable

kindalikemyself

ShelooksatLesandtheothergirlsstillflirtingwith

theguys

Stella:"Ihatethem"



Ilookatherandlaugh

Stella:"Idon'tunderstandgirlswhothrow

themselvesatguys,theguyissupposedtobethe

onewhodoesthechasenottheotherwayaround,

girlsshouldhavemoreconfidenceinthemselves"

Ilookdownandsighlookingatthegirls

Me:"Imeansometimesit'snotbadtogoafterwhat

youwant"

Ifeelhereyesonme

Stella:"don'ttellmeyoualsoonetopersueaman"

Ilookather

Me:"No,I'mnot,neverhave...

Stella:"buuut?"

Ilookather,I'vealreadysharedsomuchaboutmy

embarrassinglovelife,doIreallywannaembarrass

myselfmoretothiscoolgirl?

Stella:"don'tworryIwon'tjudgeyou"

Igiveherafaintsmile



Me:"buuut...I'mkindainasituationrightnowandI

reallylikethisguyandIthinkhelikesmetoobutI'm

inthefriendzone,I'mnotthetypetothrowmyselfat

aguy,but...withhim,it'sdifferenthe'sthefirstguy

I'veeverbeenattractedto,I'mnotonewhohashad

interestsinboyfriendsandrelationships"

Stella:"butthenyoumethim,andhesweepedyou

offyourfeet"

Me(smilesembarrassingly):"yeah...Iknowitsounds

ridiculous"

Shesmilesatme

Stella:"isitthathandsomeguyyoualwayshangout

with?"

Inod

Stella:"Ithoughty'allwerealreadydatingtheway

yousoclose...andthewayhelooksatyouwhen

younotlooking"

Ilookatherintrigued

Me:"thewayhelooksatme?Howdoeshelookat

me"



Shesmiles

Stella:"helooksatyoulikeyoumeantheworldto

him"

Myheartflutterssendingaweirdsensationinmy

tummy

Me:"oh..Ididn'tknowhedidthat"

Stella:"sohaveyoutoldhimhowyoufeel?"

Mysmiledisappearsrememberingthe

disappointmentoflastnight

Me:"notreally...Ialmostdidlastnight,butthenhe

toldmehowmuchImeantohimandwhywe

shouldstayasfriendsandhowmuchromanticlove

wouldcomplicatethingsyadayadayadaandsoon

andsoforth...soIdidn'tandinsteadIassuredhim

thatIonlylikehimasmybrother"

Shecoversherfaceshakingherheadin

disappointment

Stella:"humans,y'allsocomplicated"

Me:"Iknowright"



(Silence)

Ilookather

Me:"howdoyouknowhowhelooksatme,haveyou

beenstalkingme?"

Shelaughslookingawayfromme

Stella:"notstalkingexactly,Imeanhecomestoour

dramaclasstowatchyouperform,Ithinkeveryone

knowsyoutwo"

Me:"hmm...

Stella:"lookwhoitis"

IlookuptowardsthedoorasMrMasekomakeshis

wayin

Me:"Icouldgetusedtoseeinghimeveryday"

Stella:"Iknowright,atleasthe'llbehereforawhile

untilthebignight"

Me:"I'msoexcitedIcan'tevenhideit,thisisour

chancetoshowcaseourselvessowecouldgeta

partinhismoviessomeday"

Lecturer:"Okaypeoplerelaxandlet'sgetstarted



withtheclass"

TheclassfallsquietandallfocuswasonMr

Maseko

.

.

.

*********

Helovesme?Helovesmenot?

********
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Ludwe:"youhadtheopportunitytotellherhowyou

feelandyoublewit"

Me:"whycan'tyoubelievemewhenItellyouthat

thefeelingsIhaveforherareplatonic?"

Ludwe:"becauseyoudon'tevenbelieveityourself,

andyoutryingsohardtoconvinceeveryoneelse"

Me:"wellthenbefuckenconvinced!I'mnotinlove

Naomi!Endofstory"

Ludwe:"butyouwanttofuckher"

Ilookathimfiercelytryingtofindthewordsbut

theydon'tcometomylips

Ludwe:"andknowingyouwhenyouwanttofucka



girlyouwillfuckherbyallmeans,nowyoufeelbad

becauseyouwanttofucktheonlygirlyoucan't

ditchthenextmorningforeverbecauseyouactually

loveher"

Me:"sonowyousomekindofpsychiatristandcan

readpeople'sminds?"

Ludwe:"didyoujustadmitthatIreadyourmind?

Wellthat'senoughtoprovemeright"

Me:"mxm,fuckyou"

Itakemydrinkandwalkoutasidrivebackhomeor

shouldIsaywhereIstay,Ican'tcallithomecause

it'sasmallfourroomapartment,sinceIbrokeup

withthechickIusedtouseforherapartmentafew

monthsafterImetNaomi.

Iscrollthroughmyphone,Ineedtogetmymindoff

Naomi,maybeifIoffloadI'llstopsexualizing

her...thefactthatshe'sneverhadsexwithanyone

besidesmeanditwasherfirsttime,shemuststill

besotight,thethoughtofsomeotherguywho'll

comeandenjoyallthatandstretchherout,teach

hernastythingsshe'sneverdonebefore,giveher



thefullexperience.

OnlytobreakherheartbutIknowifIgetwithher,I

won'tbedifferentfromthatguy,allI'veeverdoneis

breakhearts,Idon'twishheronthatlist.

Ineedtostopthinkingaboutthisurgentlyit's

absolutelynonofmybusinessonhowhersexlife

shouldbelike.

IstopscrollingonSbahleIsmileasmyminddates

backtowhenwemetbytheshoppingcenter.

Ihaven'ttextherorcalledhersince,Ihopeshe

won'tbeoffendedthatI'monlytalkingtohernow.

Idecidetocallher

"Hello?"

Me(smiles):"heySbahle,youspeakingtoZeke,we

metwhenIwasbuyingmyselfpads"

Shelaughs

"Irememberyou....

.

.



.

Naomi

.

.

.

I'vebeenlookingaroundforZekebutitseemslike

hedidn'tcometocampustoday.It'salmosttimeto

gohome,Ichilledbymyselfalldaytodayexceptin

classcauseStellawasfriendlytometodaybutshe

hasotherfriendsoutsideclassandIdon'tsee

myselfinhercircleIactuallydon'twanttounless

she'dbecomemyfriendonherown,herfriends

seemlikesnobstoocoolforschooltypapeople.

I'vebeentryingtogetholdofZekeonthephoneto

checkifhe'llcomefetchmebutitwasnotgoing

through.IguessIshouldstarthavinganalternative

transportnow.Igotomyboltappwhenacarparks

infrontofme.

"Someonecalledforaride?"

Ilookupathimbythedriver'sseatashelooksat



mewithhisspiritliftingsmile

Iswearhissmilecouldcureeveryone'sdepression

inthisworld,okaymaybeI'mexaggerating.

Me:"Ididn'tevenrequestyet?Areyouanangel?Did

Godsendyou?"

True:"heonlysendsmewhenyouneedme,andit

lookslikeyouneedme"

OhmyGoddidmybiggestrolemodelagreethat

he'smyangel?Whatishappeningtomylife!?

Igetinthecarandhedrivesoff

Me:"soisthisgoingtobearegularthingnow?"

True:"it'sbetterthandrivingaloneItellyouthat"

Ismilelookingoutthewindow.Lordhelpmenotto

actweirdinfrontofthisman,mostofallhelpme

notfartplease.

Godpleaselethimsaysomethingbeforethis

silencebecomesawkward

True:"So,yourfriendstillavoidingyou?"

Me:"No...



True:"sowhywereyouabouttorequestanUber?"

Me:"uhm,Idon'tknow,Ithinkthingsareabit

complicatednow,butwedidtalkaboutitlastnight"

True:"great!Soyoutoldhimhowyoufeelabout

him?"

Iawkwardlysighsqueezingmyhandsbetweenmy

legs

Me:"yeahaboutthat,whenhestartedtalking,he

toldmeabouthowmuchImeantohim,hebasically

saidI'mlikethesisterhe'sneverhad,andhowhe's

lostsomanypeoplehelovedhethinksaromantic

relationshipbetweenuswouldruineverything

causeoncewebreakupwe'llbecomestrangers

againandwe'llnevergetourfriendshipback...So

aftereverythinghesaid,IpretendedIdidn'tfeel

anythingforhimtooandthatI'mhappyasjust

beingfriends"

Heshakeshisindisapproval

True:"whywouldyoudothat,youknowweonlyget

onechanceatlove,ifyoufeellikeyou'vemetyour

soulmateoryoufeelloveyou'veneverfeltinyour



lifebefore...youshouldtrybyallmeanstograbthat

withbothhands,causeifyouletitslipaway,you

mightnevereveragainfindsomeonewho'llmake

youfeellikethat,andlikethemostofus,you'llend

upsettlingforthesakeofsettlingforsomeonewho

seemslikeadecent,nicepersonwho'llmakea

goodmothertospendtherestofyourlifewith

becauseyouarerunningoutoftimeandyoudon't

wanttodiewithoutafamilyofyourown,alegacy,a

partofyouthat'llcontinuelivingonforyouwhile

youdead....andlovewillturnintoanunreachable

unrealisticdelusionthatyou'llbelievewasjusta

fairytaletoldinmoviesandbookstofoolpeople"

Iclosemymouth

Me:"whoaokay,that'sveryspecificadvice,soI'm

guessingyounotinlovewithanyoneoryouletthe

loveofyourlifego?"

Hechuckles

True:"No"

Me:"younotinlove?"

True:"I'mcontent,Loveisanillusion"



Me:"but...Ithoughtyouhadagirlfriend?"

True:"justbecausepeoplehavegirlfriendsor

boyfriend,husbandsorwives,itdoesn'talways

meantheyareinlove,somepeoplesawthemselves

runningoutoftimeandthey'vebeenhurtsomany

timestheystoppedlookingforloveandstarted

lookingfortheirmostcompatiblepeopletosettle

downwithbecausenoonewantstobealone,weall

needsomeone"

Me:"so,youjustgoingtosettlebecauseyoudon't

wanttobealone?"

True:"I'm35onlyfiveyearsawayfrommyforties,I

don'thavechildren,I'vereachedasatisfyingpoint

ofwealthandsuccess,Iusedallmyyoungyears

planningforthefuture,workingtowardsthefuture,

allIwantedwastobesuccessfulachievemygoals,

Ialwayshadagoalandalwaysworkedmyassoff

toachieveit...onlytowakeuponedayandI'm35

andIrealize,fuck!Ineedafamily,that'smynext

goal,lovetakestime,itneedspatience,andonce

you'vefoundit,it'sreallyhardtokeepit,youhaveto

fightforit,sotheysay,tomeloveisjustlikeany



otheremotions,happysad,angry,love..it'sjustthat

theloveemotionhasbeenoverrated.besidesTrue

Lovediedalongtimeagoespeciallyinthisfucked

upworld,ourgenerationisfilledwithbrokenpeople

whohavethistoxicfuckedupinventionofwhat

loveissupposedtobelike,alltheyknowismaking

cutevideosforInstagramorticktock,they've

turnedrelationshipsintoadvertismentsforthe

worldtoseehowhappythey'rewheninreallife

insteadoftalkingtooneanotheralltheydoisedit,

andwhatreallyevermattersishowgoodyouarein

bedorhowbigyourdickisorhowtightyoupussy

is,fuckbuddies,openrelationships,anythingbut

commitmentorlove,andeveryoneisdepressed,

thisgenerationisattractedtotoxicitytheyhavehurt

eachsomuchthateveryonehasjustkinda

acceptedtoxicity"

Isigh

Me:"Idon'tthinktheworldisfuckedup,theworldis

beautiful,greatestinvention,it'sjustthepeopleinit

thatmakeitfuckedup"

Helooksatmeandalittlesmileformsatthecorner



ofhislips

True:"doyouwanttoenduplikeme?Doyouwant

tosettleforsomeoneyoulikeorlivehappilyever

afterwithsomeoneyouinlovewith?"

Me:"okay,Idowanttoenduplikeyouinasenseof

everythingelse,thewealth,livingyourdream,even

havingyourbeardifIcould...butIwanttolive

happilyeverafterwithsomeoneIlove"

Hechucklesquietly

True:"thenyouneedtomakethisfriend...

Me:"Zeke,hisnameisZeke"

True:"youhavetomakeZekeseeyouthewayyou

seehim,Ithinkhe'salreadyattractedtoyou

physically,youjusthavetoopenuphisheart"

Me:"howdoIdothat?"

True:"doyoureallywantmyhelp?"

Me:"yes,buthowareyougoingtohelpme?You

don'tevenbelieveinlove"

True:"justcauseIdon'tbelieveinit,doesn'tmeanI



don'tknowanythingaboutit,you'lljusthavetotrust

thatIcanhelpyou"

Ilookathimforawhile

Me:"okay,I'llletyouhelp"

True:"inthreedaysit'llbeSaturday,I'llpickyouup

andwe'lldiscusstheList"

Me:"List?Whatlist?"

True:"I'lltellyoumoreaboutitonSaturday,fornow

justkeepbeinghisfriend"

Inodandlookathim

Me:"doyouthinkyou'lleverfallinlove?"

Helooksatmeforawhilethensighslookingback

attheroadasheparksoutsidemyapartment.Wow.

HerememberswhereIstay?Didn'tneedjps.

Notbadconsideringit'shissecondtimedropping

meoff,andhereIamnotgettingusedtohis

presence.

Okay,he'stakingawhiletoanswerme,didIaska

sensitivequestion?OhNoIhopeIdidn'toffend



him..Italktoomuch.

True:"No.Butthisisnotaboutme,it'saboutyouso

weshouldfocusonyourlovelife,okay?"

Inod

Me:"okay,I'llseeyoutomorrow?"

True:"No,Iwon'tbecomingtoyouclasstomorrowI

haveashooting,Ionlycometoyourclassestwicea

weekuntilthedayoftheplaynextmonth"

Me:"damnnextmonthisonlytwoweeksaway"

True:"yeahandyouguysaredoinggreat"

Me(smiling):"thankyou,thatmeansalotcoming

fromyou"

Hesmilesgenuinely

Isnapoutofthehypnotismofhissmileandgetout

ofthecar

Me:"okaythenbyee!"

Hedrivesoff...okayNaomisoarewelikefriends

withtherichandfamousnow?OkayGirlyouare

doingthethingsthatmakethepotstofry!Iwalkin



thehouseexcitedly.Okayactfriendlyasusual,Igot

this.

.

.

.

Zeke

.

.

.

ItossfacingtheotherwaywhenIfeelarmswrap

aroundme.Iopenmyeyes.

lookingatmysurroundings,myeyeslandonafine

thickassthighrestingonmylegs.FuckIpassed

out.Thepussywasthatgood.Atleastwenotatmy

place.Ihonestlydidn'tthinkSbahlewouldbethis

easy,Ithoughtshe'dgivemeatoughtimefirst

beforeopeningherlegsforme,butIguessmy

gameisstillthebest.

Itakemystuffandheadout.Shit!Thisisthe



secondtimeIditchNaomi,shemustbehellamad

atme.

Imakeastopattheshopsandbuyherabunchof

gummybears,shelovesthosesweets,shehated

flowersandisnotreallyintochocolate,it'sreally

hardtoapologizetoherlikeifdotoanyothergirl

causeshe'snotgirlyshe'satomboy.

Butfoodalwaysmakeshersoftenup.

Imakemywaytoburgerkingandgetheroneof

thosebaconburgersandamilkshake.

Thiswilldefinitelymakeherhappy.

Ihope.Lordhelpme.

Iknockonherdoorcarryingherstuff,sheopensthe

doorwithasulkyface

Mimie:"I'mmadatyou"

Me:"Iknow,butIgotyoufoodandsnacks?"

Shelooksatmyfullarmsandhandsandasmall

smileforms.

Me:"youdon'thavetosharewithme,plusIhavea



reallygoodmoviewecouldwatchthatyouhaven't

seenbeforeit'saSc-Fi"

Hersmilefullyformsasshegrabsthefoodfrom

metogohogitbythebedlettingmeinside

Naomi:"ifthemovieisreallygood,thenyou'llbe

forgiven"

Me:"cool!"

Itakeoffmyshoesgettingcomfortableonthebed

asIsetthemovieonmylaptop

Naomi:"shouldIgetanalternativetransportfrom

nowon?"

Me:"Noit'llneverhappenagain"

Naomi:"thisismysafetywetalkingaboutZeke,if

thishappensagainI'mgettinganothertransport"

Me:"Iunderstand,andI'msorryforputtingyourlife

atdangerlikethat"

Naomi:"nexttimeyouwon'tbeabletosaysorry

whenI'vebeenrapedandstabbedtodeath"

Me:"pleasedon'ttalklikethat,I'dneverforgive



myself,I'msosorryBambi,I'mdisappointedat

myself"

Naomi:"mmhasyoushouldbe"

Ipokethesidesofhertummymakinghergiggle

Me:"amIforgiven?"

SheshakesherheadlaughingasIcontinuetickling

herribs

Naomi(laughingoutloud):"Yes!Iforgiveyou!"

Me:"thankyou"

Ikisshercheek

Naomi:"sowherewereyou?"

Me:"sorememberthatgirlwhoadvisedmetobuy

youtamponsbecausetheywerecomfortablebut

youhatedthemandyoustartedcryingcauseyou

didn'tknowhowtousethem,soIcursedhertoget

herperiodeveryday?"

Shethinksforawhilethenhereyeslitupasshe

remembers

Noami(chuckleswithmouthfull):"ohhyeah"



Me:"yeah,funnystoryactually(fakelaughs)Icalled

herandwechilledandhookedupalldayIpassed

outandIliterallyjustwokeupafewminutesago"

Hermouthdropsinshock

Naomi:"soyouditchedmeforpussy?"

Me:"Iknowitsoundsbadwhenyouputitlikethat

but....

SheburstsIintolaughterpunchingmyshoulderin

approval

Naomi:"myboyygotlaaaiid!!...

Ilaughasit'sbeenawhilesinceIheardhersaythat

causeit'sbeenawhilesinceI'vegottenany.

Me:"itwasabouttime"

Naomi:"nokidding,youwerestartingtogetcranky

busykissingmydryasslips"

WelaughasIgrabafryfromherfood,shetakes

herburgerandgivesmeabitefeedingme.

Ismilelookingather.Okaythisisgood,itseems

likewebacktobeingcool,justfriends.It'snot



awkwardanymore.Great!Ikindadidn'tbuyitwhen

shesaidshedidn'thavefeelingsformeyesterday

causeherenergywastellingmesomething

different,buttoday,I'mfeelingthesameenergy

fromherandI'mhappy.NowIneedtoworkonmy

dirtythoughtsabouther.Ican'taffordtomessus

up.

Itakeafryfromherfood

Me:"catch!"

Sheopenshermouthwhichwasstillfilledwithfood

asshemissedthefryIthrewather

Me:"ewwgross!"

Shelaughsstickingoutherchewedfoodandstarts

eatingaggressivelymakingsmackingsounds,I

pretendtogag.

Me:"youreallyneedtogetyourheadexamined"

Shelaughsoutloudthreateningtospitthefoodin

hermouthonme,Iscreamatthetopofmylungs

likeasisirunningawayfromherasshechasesme



aroundthebedroom

.

.

.

******

TheList!

******

ToBecontinued

.

.

.

Bonusinsertwilldependonthetargetbeing

reachedonyesterday'ssponsor,otherthanthatI'll

seey'alltomorrow.
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TRUE

•

•

•

•

•

Listeningtomydadgrillingmeaboutmy

unaccomplishedlifewithoutawifeorkidsisoneof

myfavoritethingstodoonSaturdaymornings!Like

seriouslywhointheirmidthirtiesdoesn'tliketobe

remindedofhowoldtheygettingright?

"Hello?Areyouthere?"

Me:"yesdadI'mstillhere"



"DidyouhearawordIsaid?"

Me:"besidesthefactthatI'vefailedinlove?Ohyes

dadpleasedogoon"

"YouknowIonlywantwhat'sbestforyou"

Iswitchofftheironandputonmyshirt

Me:"IknowdadandIappreciateyou,but...

"Where'sthatgirlyou'vebeenseeingsheseemslike

agoodwoman,what'shername?Izzie?youshould..

Me:"daad...

Hesighs

Me:"pleasecanwenothavethisconversation

anymore,please,Igetit,I'mtrying,Ireallyam"

"Iknowson,andIdon'tmeantorushyou,whatI

reallywantisforyouisforyoutofindlove,ifyou

goingtomarrythatgirl,pleasemakesureyouin

lovewithher"

Me:"butdad,Ihavenotimeforlove,butIthinkIzzie

isagoodwoman,shehasallthequalitiesofagreat

mother,sheloveskids,I'veseenthewayshe



interactswiththemwhenwevisitthehomeand

howeasilytheyconnectwithher,she'skindhearted,

shelikesgivingbacktothecommunitywellatleast

that'swhatIthinkshedoesn'tcomplainto

participatewithmeonvoluntaryevents,youcan

hearthethingsshetalksaboutthatshe'sdone

playinggames,shewantsmarriageandafamily,

she'sloyal...Ithinkshe'stheonedad"

"Iknow,shesoundsperfect,butdoyouloveher"

Me:"dad,IlikeheralotIbelievelovewillgrow

gradually,notallrelationshipsstartwithlove,for

somelovecomeslater,somethingwillsparkthat

love,maybeit'llbewhenwegetmarried,maybeit'll

bewhenshegetspregnantwithmyfirstborn,the

sparkisthereitjustneedstobelitandthewaywe

havesuchagreatbondIthinkit'llbesoonerthan

later"

"Youright,plusIknowwithyou,lovetakestime,I

rememberwhenIfirstmetyou,youwereten,

everytimeIcametovisitthehomejusttoseeyou

butyoudidn'tbelievethatIlovedyoubecauseyou

thoughtyouweretoooldtobeadopted,Iadopted



you,wewerecool,itwasn'tuntilthatincidentthat

landedmeinhospitalwhenyouwere16thatyou

finallyrealizedthatyoulovedme,itwasyourfirst

timetellingmeyoulovemeandyoucalledmeDad

forthefirsttime,youheldmyhandandsaid"Ilove

youDad""pleasedon'tleavemetooeveryonekeeps

leavingme"tillthisdayIbelievethosearethe

wordsthathealedme,soifyoubelieveIzzieisthe

oneyoufeelconnectedto,Iknowforsureyou'll

growtoloveher,youhavemyblessing"

Ismile

Me:"thankyouDad,Ihavetogonow"

"Okaythenbye"

Me:"hey...IloveyouDad"

"IloveyouSon"

IhangupasIheadtothebathroomtofixmyhair

andbeard,whichremindsme,Ineedatrim.

.

.

.



Naomi

.

.

.

"Ithoughtyouwerecominghomethisweekend?"

Me:"Iknow,butDad,it'sassessmentweek,Ihave

somuchwork,notthisweekend,I'llpopbymaybe

nextweek,butI'mnotmakinganypromisescause

youmightonlyseemewhenthesemesterends"

Dad:"Okayhoney,Iunderstand,nopressure,Iwant

youtofocusonschool,thisvideocallismorethan

enoughforme"

Ismilebutafrownengulfsmyface

Whyishesochilledaboutmenotcoming,he

alwayscomplainsandImeanallthedamntime

Dad:"what'sthatface?"

Me:"doyoustillloveme?"

Dad:"whatkindofridiculousquestionisthat?"



Me:"youdon'twantmetocomehome,don'tyou

missme?"

Dad:"honey,whatdoyoumean,yousaid...

Me:"IknowwhatIsaidbutyouweresupposedtotry

convincemeorbegme,pretendtocry,makeafuss,

whydon'tyoucareanymore?"

Hechucklesindisbelief

Dad:"okayhoneymustard,I'msorryforbeingan

understandingDad,infactifyoudon'tgetyourass

homeby2o'clockmiddayI'mcomingtogetyou

myself,youhearmeNaomiAnnikaNewton"

Me(laughs):"that'smorelikeit"

Helaughsshakinghishead

Dad:"where'smyboyZeke?"

Me:"uhmhe'saround"

Dad:"whatwasthatface?Whathappened?"

IforgethowmuchofanopenbookIamtothisman,

Ididn'tevensayanything,healwaysnoticesthe

smallestlittledetailsonmyface



Me:"nothingdad"

Dad:"wekeepingsecretsfromeachothernow

honeymustard?"

Me:"No.It'snothingdad"

Dad:"fineI'llletitgo..fornow,whenyoucomeback

homeyou'lltellmeeverything"

Me:"Iwill"

Dad:"shouldIbemadathim?"

Me:"Nodad"

Dad:"okaythen,ifIfindoutlaterthatIwas

supposedtobemadathim...

Me:"hedidn'tdoanythingbaddad"

Dad:"okayhun,we'lltalklater"

Me:"okay,bye"

Dad:"Iloveyou"

Me:"Iloveyoudad"

Weblowkissesbeforehangingup

Icontinuegettingreadywhenaknockdisturbsme,I



quicklyputonmytopbeforeheadingtothedoorto

open.

I'mmetbyafriendlysmileasheholdsuptwo

tickets

Me:"heeyy!!....

Iattackhimwithahugbeforegrabbingthetickets

fromhim

Me:"what'sthis?"

Zeke:"Iwantedtosurpriseyou,wegoingtowatcha

gameatthestadiumit'ssundownsvpirates"

Igaspinexcitement,I'masundownssupporter

whilehe'sakaizerchiefsfan.

MysmiledisappearsasIrememberIhaveother

plans

Zeke:"what?Heywereyougettingreadytogo

somewhere?"

Hesayslookingatmeupanddownandsniffsthe

perfume

Zeke:"isthatnewcologne?"



Me:"yeahwantedtotrysomethingnew,Iactually

madeplanswithafriend"

Zeke:"friend?IthoughtIwasyouronlyfriend?"

Me(smiles):"rememberthegirlIusedtoalwaystalk

aboutmakinghermyfriendfrommyclass?"

Zeke:"Stella?Youfriendsnow?"

Me:"kindof...sheinvitedmetogotothemallwith

her"

Hescratcheshisheadandthedisappointmenton

hisfacehardtomiss,Ifeelbadnow.

Zeke:"ohiguesssurprisingyouwasn'tagoodidea"

Me:"Ifeelbadnow,letmecancelonher"

Zeke:"nonodon'tdothat,youshouldgo,IknowI'll

alwaysbethereforyoubutyoualsoneedother

people,girlswhoyoucanrelateto,youhavetolet

yourinnergirloutsometime"

Helooksatmeoncemoreanalyzingmyoutfit

Zeke:"don'tyouownanydresses?"

Me:"Nope,forwhat?SowhenIsitallthereperverts



canseewhatcolormyunderwearis?"

Iwasdressedinbrownbaggysweatpantsanda

croppulloverwithbaggysleeveswithairJordans

Me:"besideswhat'swrongwiththis?Itsdope"

Zeke:"itisdope,onethingaboutyou,yougotswag

fordays..but...actuallyyouknowwhat,youperfect

likethis,ifthisiswhatyoufeelcomfortablein"

Me(smiles):"thankyou,Ithoughtyouwereaboutto

joindadintryingtoturnmeintoaprincess"

Zeke:"never,youperfectjustthewayyouare,you

don'tneeddresses"

Forsomereasonhiswordsbringaboutahuge

smileonmyface

Me:"thankyou"

Zeke:"IguessI'lltakeludwetothegame,hewas

jealouswhenItoldhim"

Me:"youandLudweareclosenow"

Zeke:"Iguess,schoolassignmentsarewhatbought

uscloser,he'sacoolguyIguess,hejustgives



stupidadvisesandlikesactinglikesome

phycologistorlovespecialist"

Ilaughathisannoyedface

Me:"seemslikeadeepguy"

Zeke:"toodeep...anyway,enjoyyourday,Imight

dropbylatertohearallaboutit"

Me(smiles):"okay!Butpleasedotakemetoanother

gamesoon"

Zeke:"ofcourseIwill"

Hekissesmycheekandheadsout

ItakemyphoneandcallTrue

.

.

.

True

.

.

.



IgrabmykeysandphonewhenIseehercallcome

through

Me:"hey"

Naomi:"I'mready"

Me:"okayI'monmyway"

Naomi:"okaybye"

Me:"bye"

Izzie:"babe?"

Iturntolookatherassherubsthesleepoffher

eyes

Izzie(yawning):"whereyougoing?"

Me:"I'maworkingmanbabe"

Iwalkuptoherandkissherforehead

Me:"Ihaveworktodo"

Izzie:"Ithoughtwewerespendingthedaytogether

today?"

Me:"Iwon'tbelong,plusImadeeveningplansfor

usincludingdinner,Ialsohaveareallyspecial



surpriseforyou"

Sheblushessmiling

Me:"sowhenIgetbackpleasebeready,pitonyour

bestdress"

Izzie(blushes):"Iwillbereadylove"

Ilookatherforawhilesmiling

Izzie:"IloveyouBaby"

Me:"Ireallyappreciateyoulovingmebabe"

Ijustcan'tbringmyselftosaythosethreewords

justasyetandshe'sbeenveryunderstanding.

WeshareaquickpeckasIheadout

Bandile'scallcomesthroughwhileI'mdriving

Me:"Bro...

Bandile:"wassupbro"

Me:"I'mdrivingman,wassupwithyou?"

Bandile:"ahyouknowhustlingasusual,areyou

withMisses?"

Me:"NoI'malone"



Bandile:"soyougoingtobeanengagedmanbythe

endofthedayright?"

Me:"yeahman,I'maskinghertonight,toldherto

lookprettywhenIgetback"

Bandile:"mmhokay..myniggar...sowhereyouoffto

now?fixingreservationsandshit?"

Me:"noactuallyIhadmyassistantplanallthatshit

forme,I'mactuallyonmywaytomeetsomeone"

Bandile:"someone?Sincewhendoyoumeet

someone'swithnoname?"

Me:"hernameisNaomi,she'sastudentatUCT"

Bandile:"Brooo!...astudent?Imeanyouareafew

hoursawayfromnotbeingabacheloranymore..so

whoamItojudge,goliveyourlifeman,what

happensinuniversitystaysinuniversitynaa

meaan!!"

Iburstintolaughter

Me:"comeondude,no,she'sakid,I'mjusthelping

heroutwithsomething"

Bandile:"helpingheroutwithanitch?"



Me:"fuckyouman,don'tmakemelookatherlike

thatplease,she'syoungenoughtobemylittle

sister"

Bandile:"butshe'snotyoursistersoFuckIt!!"

Me:"youknowI'mnotacheaterquittryingtobebad

influence,I'dneverputawomanthroughthat,that's

boyishbehavior"

Bandile:"Iknow,we'lltalkmanletmegetbackatit"

Me:"Okaysharp"

Bandile:"heyTrue....

True:"bro...

Bandile'"Iwon'tjudgeifyoudosmashit"

Me:"fuckyou...

Helaughsdroppingthecall

Iparkoutsideherplaceandfindherwaitingoutside,

Igetoutofthecartoopenthedoorforher,shegets

inandIdriveoff

Naomi:"howyoudoing?"



Me:"I'mgood,howareyou?"

Naomi:"I'mnervous,Istillcan'tbelieveIcanjust

talkandmeetupwithyoulikethis"

Me:"I'mjustanormalguy,noneedtobescaredor

nervous"

Naomi(sighs):"Thatwilltakeawhileformetoget

usedto"

Ilaughlookingather,Ilovehersenseoffashion,I

canseeshewearsmen'sCalvinKleinunderwearas

it'sshowingalittleabovehersweatpants

Me:"youlookgood"

Naomi:"thankyou,youdon'tlookbadyourself"

Me:"youmoreofatomboyaren'tyou?"

Shesmilesasshestartstellingmemoreabout

herselfasIkeepaskinghernottoodeepstuff

though.

.

.

.



Zeke

.

.

.

Me:"butwhywouldshelietomeaboutwhereshe's

going?"

Ludwe:"maybebecauseshedoesn'twantyouto

know"

Igivehimadeadstare

Me:"Iknow,butdidsheforgetweshareeachother's

locations?She'snotatthemall,she'satthe

park...andI'mgoingtoseewhysheliedtome"

Ludwe:"aahhdudecomeonwesupposedtobe

goingtothegame,leavethatgirltodowhatevershe

wantsshe'sagrownwoman"

Me:"she'snotagrownwoman!Andwhatifshe'sin

danger,whatifsomethinghappenedwhilethey

wereonthewaytothemall?"

Ludwe:"maybeshehasadate,thatgirlisvery



beautifulshecangetanymanshewantsatany

time"

Me:"mxm"

IleavehimasIwalktomybike

Ludwe:"waitforme"

HegetsbehindmeasIdriveofftoherlocation.

Afterawhilewegettotherestaurantacrossthe

parkandtheresheiswithaman,theysittingbythe

outsidetablesoftherestaurantneartheroad,she

seemscomfortablearoundhimasshe'slaughing

andjustbeingherself

Ludwe:"wait,isthatAldoMaseko?Thescriptwriter

slashactor?"

Ishiftmyfocusbacktotheguy,indeedit'sthatguy

shelikesalot,hercelebritycrush,heridol,role

modelandallthat,wait,whatisshedoingwithhim?

Alone?She'snotindanger,he'sfamousand

everyonehastheireyesonthem

Me:"okay,she'ssafe,let'sgotothegame"

Ludwe:"whoasoyoucoolwiththat?Atthispoint



younotevencompetition,ifhe'sintoher,younever

gettingherbackman,nevereverI'mtellingyou"

Me:"shutupLudweorI'llleaveyouhere"

Hezipshismouthaswegetonthebikeanddrive

away

.

.

.

Naomi

.

.

.

Me(laughing):"okayenoughaboutme,tellmewhat

wecamehereforalready,what'stheplan?"

Hesmileslookingatmeashetakesoutafolded

pieceofpaperfromhispocket

Heopensitup

Me:"ookay...



True:"IcallthistheLove'eluplist"

Me:"Love'elup?..hmmokaylikelevelupbutwith

love"

True(laughs):"yougetthepoint...sothesearethe

stepsyougoingtotaketogetintothatspecialplace

ofZeke'sheart"

Itakeitandlookatit

Me:"howsureareyouthatthisisgoingtowork?"

True:"younotthefirstpersonwhowillbeusingthis

list,I'maguyandIknowwhatittakesforawoman

towinmyheart"

Me:"hasawomaneverwonyourheart?"

True:"No"

Me:"thenhowdoyouknowitworks"

True:"youdon'ttrustme?Becauseifyoucan'ttrust

methenIcan'thelpyou,youcanstayonthe

friendzoneuntilsomeoneelsewinshisheart,I'm

tellingyouthisworksandyounotthefirstperson

I'vehelped,thetwoothersaremarriednow,sodo

youwantthisornot?"



Isighlookingathim

Me:"fineIbelieveyou,Iwantthis"

True:"let'sdoitthen"

Me(smiles):"sowhat'sfirstthingonthelist"

True:"Numberone.Mixedsignals"

Me:"mixedsignals?Whatdoesthatmean?"

Heexplainsittomemore,asmilegrowsonmy

faceasIwatchhisseriousgamefacewhilehetells

mewhatI'msupposedtodo

.

.

.

*****

Love'elup

*****
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•

•

•

•

•

Zeke

•

•

•

•

•

SoNaomiisseeingoldrichmennow,okayhe'snot

thatoldbuthe'swayolderthanher,whenIsaidwe

shouldfindpartnersIdidn'tthinkshe'dreallygoout

thereanddatesomeone,notherIdolforthatmatter.

Ifthat'stheguysheendsupwith,thenshe'll

definitelyneverhavetimeforme,they'dmakethe

perfectcouple,doingmoviestogether,writing,

travelingtheworldstrivingincareerstheyboth



passionateaboutwiththewholeworldwatchingat

themontheirTvscreensontheirphones,on

billboards.Itsoundslikeeverygirlsdream.Where

doIfitininallofthat.

"Zekewatchouuut!!"

IsnappedoutofmythoughtsasInoticeabright

lightcomingtowardsus,Itrytoquicklydodgeitbut

itwasalreadytoclose

.

.

.

Naomi

.

.

.

Wewereparkedoutsidemyplace

Me:"yeahIthinkI'dknowhowtodothis"

True:"don'tdotoomuchthough"



Me:"yousaidwe'llgetthroughthislistinthree

months?"

True:"ifyoudoasIsay,yes,youshouldhavedone

wonhisheartbythen"

Me:"thankyouforhelpingme"

True:"don'tthankmejustyet,whenheasksyouto

behisgirl,that'swhenyoucanthankme"

Me:"Ihopeeverythinggoeswelltonightforyour

proposal"

True:"Ihopesotoo"

Me:"thefactthatyou'vefoundtheonewhowon

yourheartmakesmehopeful"

Hesmilesfaintly

Me:"doyouloveher?"

True:"ItoldyouI'mcontent,she'sagoodwoman,

shedeservesthis"

Me:"whataboutwhatyoudeserve,don'tyou

deserveLove?"

There'ssilenceforamomentashelooksintomy



eyes,thistimeIkeepthecontact,Ireallyneedto

knowwhoorwhatbrokethisman'sheart,evenhis

moviesaresadandheartbreakinghe'snotafanof

happilyeverafter.

True:"youreallydolookuptomedon'tyou"

Me:"ofcourse,you'vedoneverywellforyourself,

everythingyoudoyoudoitwithatrueheart,maybe

that'showyougotyourname,IknowyouareTrue

toyourselfwitheverydecisionyoumakewithyour

life...IwantyoutobealsoTrueinlove"

True:"Itoldyou,loveisnotforeveryone"

Me:"andyouarenoteveryoneTrue,youspecial,you

deserveLove,please,giveLoveachance,ifyou

marrythiswoman,I'lltakeitasyougivingLovea

chance,marryherbecauseyouLoveherand

nothingelse,orwait,andgoonthisLovejourney

withme,seeifthere'sanyoneouttherewhocould

possiblywinyourheartforthenextthreemonths,if

bytheendoftheLove'eluplist,Igettheguy,by

thenI'llalsowould'vehelpedyoutofindoutifyou

reallyLovethiswoman"



True:"hernameisIzzie"

Me:"Izzie"

True:"fine,IhelpyouwinZeke'sheart...

Me:"andIhelpyoufindtheonewho'llwinyours"

True:"Ialreadyknowthat'simpossible,butI'llgive

youthisopportunitysoIdon'tcompletelyruinyour

faithinlove"

Me:"bytheendofthis,you'llhavemorefaithinlove

thanme"

Wesmileasmyphonerings,it'sanumbernot

saved

Ipickitup

Me:"hello?"

"HeyNaomithisisLudwe,I'mcallingfromthe

hospital,ZekeandIgotinaaccidentand...

Myheartsinksasitbeatshardagainstmychest

Me:"Accident!?Whichhospital?....okayI'mcoming!"

Ilookathimwithpleadingeyes



Me:"pleaserushmetothehospital,Zekegotinan

accident"

Hestartsthecarandstepsonitimmediately

True:"isheokay?"

Me(panicking):"Idon'tknow,Ihopeso!"

True:"don'tpanic,I'msurehe'sfine,breath"

Ican'thelpbutpanicasmytummygetsupset

Ifeelhiscoldhandsonmineashegivesmealittle

squeeze,Ilookathishandsholdingme,Itrytotake

slowdeepbreathscalmingmyselfdown,Ilookat

himashegivesmeanassuringsmile,foraminuteI

feelthateverythingisgoingtobeokayandZekeis

goingtobealright.Toldyouhissmilecouldcure

everything.

Afterawhileheparksoutsidethehospital

True:"I'llwaitforyououthere"

Me:"No,please,it'salreadysolate,Izziemustbeso

madatyoualready,Ikeptyoufortoolong,go

home"



True:"I'llwait,untilIknowthateverythingisokay,go,

Iwon'tcomeinwithyoubecauseIdon'twant

unwantedattention"

Me:"okaythen,thankyou"

IruninsidethebuildingandLudwemeetsme

halfway

Me:"howishe?"

Ludwe:"he'sfine,wedidn'tgethurtthatbadly,the

carmangedtostopbeforeithitus,butZekelost

controlofthebikeandwefelloff,he'sjust

unconscious,thedoctorsays,it'sbecauseof

shock"

Me(sighs):"ohokay,sohe'llbefine?"

Ludwe:"yeshe'llbefine"

Iholdmychestasawaveofreliefflushesoverme

Me:"thankGod,whereishe"

Heleadsmetohisward.Heissleepingpeacefully

withascaronhisforehead

that'scoveredwithcotton



Me:"heyyou,youscaredtheshitoutofme"

Itakehishandandkissitmultipletimes

Me:"wakeupyouidiot"

Igivehimatighthugbuthedoesn'tflinch.

Me:"I'llbeback"

IwalkoutofthebuildingtoTrue'scar,Igetbackin

thepassengerseatwithasmileonmyface

True:"judgingbythatsmile,I'mguessinghe's

okay?"

Me:"yes,buthe'sstillunconsciousbecauseof

shock"

True:"toldyouhe'llbeokay"

Allthankstoyoursmile,okayI'mkidding,butit

doesn'thurttobelieve.

Me:"yeahyoudid,thankyousomuch"

True:"don'tmentionit"

Me:"uhmyoucangohomenow,we'llgetanUberor

somethinghome"



True:"yousure?Icouldwait"

Me:"No,pleasego,youalreadyintroublewithyour

woman"

True:"yourright,shejustcalled,Iignoredhercall,I

knowI'mintroubleit'salreadyalmosteightwewere

supposedtogoatsix"

Me:"dude!Okay,byenowforreal"

True:"don'tforget,youstarttoday,assoonashe

wakesup,usethatopportunitytoshowhimhow

muchyoureallylovehim"

Me(smiles):"Iwill"

IgetoutofthecarandwatchhimdriveoffasIhead

backtothebuilding

•

•

•

True

•



•

•

Islowlymademywayinsidecarryingabunchof

flowersonmyhand.

Me:"babe?"

ImademywayinsideonlytofindherinherPJs

watchingamovieandeatingpopcorn.Shit!

Isitbesidetoher

Me:"babe,I'msosorry,Igotheldupwithwork,I'm

sorrymylove,pleaselet'sgo,ourreservationsare

stillavailable"

Izzie:"I'mnotinthemoodanymore,youcangoto

yourreservationsbyyourself"

Me:"babe,comeon,youknowhowitgetswhenI

startworking,please,Ipromisewecanstillhave

funplease"

IkneelbeforeherasIplacemyheadonherthighs

Me:"pleaselet'sgomybaby,I'vebeenthinking

aboutyouallday"



Izzie:"thenwhydidn'tyouanswermycalls?"

Me:"IknewyouwereangryandIdidn'twantto

explainoverthephone"

Shesighs

Icupherfaceandgivehermultiplekissesallover

herfaceuntilsheburstsintocutegiggles

Izzie:"okayok,fine,butI'vealreadytakenoffmy

makeup,you'llhavetowaitanotherhourformeto

getreadyagain"

Me:"I'llgiveyoutwoeven,justbecauseyoumine"

Sheblushesasshegetsup,Ipickherupandwe

headtothebedroomaswebothgetready

.

.

.

Izzie

.

.



.

Mymouthdropsinaweatthebeautifulsceneryof

theroom,itssobigwithaniceromanticthemeby

thetableonthebalcony,thestarsandthedarksea

viewjustmakeseverythinglooksobreathtaking

Me:"babyyythisissobeautiful!"

True:"onlythebestformylady"

Weheadstraightforthetableastheroomservice

comeswithourfood

Me:"thankGodIdidn'teatsincemorning"

True:"great!Thenyou'llenjoythismeal,Iknowhow

obsessedyouarewithseafood"

Me:"ohmygodyes!"

Thefoodcomesandabandofmusicianswere

playinginstrumentsdownstairsbythepool,we

couldhearthemallthewayfromhere.Everything

wasjustsoromantic.Ithinkhe'sgoingtopropose

tometonight.I'vebeenwaitingforthisdayever

sinceIfoundtheringinhispocketsfourweeksago,

Iwonderwhattookhimsolongtoaskmewhen



he'shadtheringwithhimforsolong,itwasreally

startingtogettome,thinkingmaybehe'shaving

secondthoughtsaboutme.

I'vedoneeverythingIcouldtoshowthatI'mthe

rightwomanforhim,evenpretendedtolovekids,I

meanIdon'thatekidsbutI'mnotobsessedabout

themeither,butIknowhe'slookingforsomeone

wholoveskidssincethat'shisnextgoalinlife.I've

triedtodoallthethingshelovestoimpresshim.I

loveTrue,actuallyIthinkI'minlovewithhim,we

don'thavemuchincommonbutI'mdoingwellfor

myselfandhe'sverysuccessful,he'sgotallthe

qualitiesawomanneedsinamansheshouldsettle

downwith.

Afteranicemealandstaringattheview,listening

toromanticmusicanddancingtoit...ithinkit'snow

abouttohappen.

True:"baby"

Me:"yesmylove?"

True:"youarethemostamazingwomanever,thank

youforchoosingme"



Me:"I'dchooseyoueverydayforeverbabe"

True:"youmakemehappy"

Izzie:"IloveyouAldoTrueMaseko"

Hesmilesandkissesmeasthekissgetsheated,he

pullsthezipofmydressdown.Isheundressingme?

Thisissupposedtobethelastpartofournight,

afterheproposes.

Wewerenowbothcompletelynaked.Myheartwas

shattered,Iwasnotfeelinghimatthismoment,so

he'snotgoingtodoit...Ipushhimoffstoppinghim

Me:"wait"

True(panting):"what'swrong?"

Me:"yousaidyouhadaspecialsurpriseforme?

Whatwasit?"

True:"areyoukiddingme?(Lookingaroundhim)is

allthisnotspecialenoughforyou?Whatdidyou

expect?ForJohnLegendtocomeherehimselfand

singyouallofme?"

Ifeelmybloodboilingashemakesmefeellikea

fool



Me:"No!Thisisjustperfect!Iloveit!Justperfect!

CanIsleepnow?"

Igetinthecoversfacingtheotherwayastears

threatenmyeyes,Ifeelsostupid,ofcoursehe

changedhismind,Imeantherearemanywomen

outtherewhowouldkilleachotherforthisman,

he'saFlippenIcon,whowouldn'twanttobehis

queen,andhereIthoughthe'dmakesucha

decisiontobestuckwithmeforlifewhenhehasso

manyoptionsandI'veworkedsohardtobeoneof

them,there'snothingIdon'tdotoprovehowmuchI

lovethisman.

True:"babe,I'msorry,Ididn'tmeantosnapatyou,

hey,lookatme,please"

Iturntolookathim,he'ssohandsome,it'shardto

staymadathim,nomatterhowhardItry.

True:"I'msorryifIdidn'tdoenoughtonight,I

thoughtwehadagreatevening"

GreatnowIseemungratefulbecausehedoesn't

knowthatIknowhehasaring

Me:"I'msorry,Ijust...Idon'tknow...



True:"hey,remember,honestyatalltimes,talkto

me,it'sobvioussomethingisbotheringyou"

Me:"thiswasjusttooromantic,youalways

romanticbut,everythingaboutthisIguessitmade

meoverthinkalot,andwhenyoutalkedabout

specialsurprise...mystupidmindthoughtyouwere

goingtopropose(chuckles)Iknowright,it'stoo

soonforthat,butthat'swhatIthoughtandIguessI

gotmyexpectationstoohighonlytoget

disappointedwhenIsawweweregettingreadyfor

bed"

Hesighsandsitsonhisbuttcoveringhisface

True:"Fuck!Icanseehowallthiswouldmakeyou

thinklikethat...I'msorrytodisappointyou"

Me:"it'scool,westillhaveourwholelivesaheadof

us"

True:"andIpromise,youtheoneIwanttospend

thatlifewith,it'sjustthat...westillgettingtoknow

eachother,andIthoughtmaybeifIcouldjustfinish

thismovieI'mworkingonrightnow,I'mworking

withhugedirectorsfromoverseasandIreallywant



togiveitmyall...afterthat,girrrlmyproposalto

you..ha!Youthinkthisisromantic?Youclearly

don'tknowwhatIhaveinmindforyou"

Ismileblushing,didhejustconfirmthathe'sgoing

tomarryme?

Me:"oh?Isthatso?"

True:"girrrl...

Hesaysinasassytoneandattitude

WelaughasIgetontopofhimandwekiss

Me:"Iloveyousomuch"

.

.

.

Zeke

.

.

.

I'mwokenupbythehorriblesmellIhateof



hospitalsandbeepingsounds,everythinglooks

blurryasanangelicvoicecallsoutmyname,her

faceisblurandIcanfeelherhaironmyfaceas

she'stooclose

"Zeke?Youawake?Baby!?Hello?Doyouknowwho

Iam?Pleasetellmeyoudidn'tloseyourmemory,

doyourememberme,Zeke?Wakeup....

IshutmyeyessoIcanopentheproperlyandthere

sheisrightonmyfacewithabigsmileonherface,

howdoesshemanagetomakemefeelthishappy

tobealive

Me:"Bambi?"

"Yaassss!!...

Shegetsontopofmeandstranglesmeinahug,

withoutcomplainingIholdherbackasI'vemissed

herjustasmuch.IdreamtasthoughIlostherto

thatman.

Mimie:"don'tyouscaremelikethatagain,

rememberwehavetobetogetheruntilweoldand

wrinkled,ourkidswillbecousinstoeachother,we'll

runawaybeforetheysendustoahome,andgrow



oldertogetherinsomebeachhouseinHawaii"

IlaughasIrememberallthesillyconversationswe

actuallytalkabout

Me:"nowhowcanIpossiblymissthat"

Shestaysinmyarmsforawhilewhichherhead

restedonmychest,Iknowshe'slisteningtomy

heartbeat,shelikesdoingthatasmuchasIliketo

doitonher

Naomi:"yourheartisactuallybeatingdifferently

nowthatyouawake"

Me:"really?"

Naomi:"mhm"

Ibrushherhairkissingherhead

Shelooksupatmeandourfacesareonlyaninch

apart,she'sstaresintomyeyesseriouslyforwhile,

okaywhat'sgoingon,itlookslikeshewantstokiss

me,pleaselookawaybeforeIdoit.

Imovemyfacecloserdrawingherinasournoses

touch



Naomi:"I'msorryforthis"

Ikissherfirstshuttingherupasshekissesme

back,Ifeelmydickgettinghardbetweenherlegs,I

grabherassgrippinghertighter

Shebreaksthekissafterawhile

Naomi:"thatcanneverhappenagain,I'msorry

aboutthat,it'sjustIthoughtIwasgoingtolose

you"

Me:"iunderstand,butcanyoudothatonelast

time?"

Shegigglesgettingoffme

Naomi:"dude,don'tforget,wequalifyassiblings

andIdon'tsupportincest"

Ifakealaughasshepunchesmyshoulderplayfully.

Okay.Iguesswestillcoolfriends?

.

.

.

******



MissionMixedsignals

******

Tobecontinued
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ZEKE

•

•

•

•

•

It'sbeenaweeksincetheaccidentthatlandedme



inhospital.Ithinkitwasabitdramaticofmybody

togointounconsciousnesslikeseriouslyIwasnot

evenbadlyinjured.

Thenthere'sthisBambiladywhohasmeconfused

asfuck!Oneminutewe'llbehavingfunchillingand

playingthenextminutewestaringateachother's

lipsreadytokiss.We'vebeenkissingandit's

worryingmebecauseIdon'tknowhowshe'sfeeling,

butshekeepsreassuringmethatwearejust

friends.Todayshe'sbeenavoidingme,hasn't

repliedtomytext,sheusuallyrepliesfastiflate

thennotmorethanthirtyminuteslater,it'sbeen

hoursandshe'shasn'tbeenansweringmycalls.

Iwaitedforherforalmosttwohoursbythegate

afterherclassesbutsheneverpitchedsoIleft.

Okay.Ineedtostopthinkingtoomuchintothis.I

hope,shestillunderstandsthatwecan'tbe

anythingmorethanfriends,mysexualfantasies

aboutheraregettingthebestoutofme,butwith

thesignalsshe'sbeengivingme,Ithinkshealso

wantsustoexplorethesexualtensionbetweenus

withoutbreakingourfriendship,ormaybeI'm



readingtoomuchintothings.

Fuck.ItakemyphoneandcallSbahle,it'sbeena

whilesinceI'vetalkedtoher,Iactuallylastspoketo

herthatdaywehookedup,whichiskindafuckedup

becauseIthinkshewantsarealrelationshipwith

mebutI'veneverreallybeenaboutonegirl,it'sjust

notforme.

"Zeke?"

Me:"ouch,thatwascold"

"WhatdoyouwantZeke"

Me:"hawumamalam,ngyaxolisa,Icanexplain,

pleasecanwemeetupsoIcouldexplain"

"There'snothingtoexplain,yousneakedoutofmy

houseaftereatingmeoutandnevertalkedtome

again"

Me:"Iknowitsoundsbad,butIpromiseyou,you've

allI'vebeenthinkingabout,youwon'tbelievewhat

happenedtome,Igotinaaccidentafewdaysago"

"Really?Areyouokay?"

Me(sighs):"pleasecanicomeover,I'lltellyoumore



aboutit"

Shesighs

Me:"pleasebabe"

"Fine,butyoumessupagain,youcanforgetabout

me"

Me:"gotit,I'monmyway"

Iputmyhelmetonanddriveoff

.

.

.

NAOMI

.

.

.

Me:"Thanksforgivingmearide"

Stella:"youwelcome"

Me:"sodoesthismeanwefriendsnow?"



Stella:"yeahsure,whynot"

Me:"cool,canIhaveyournumber"

Shesmilestakingmyphonefromme

andputsinhernumbersthencallsherself

Stella:"there"

Me:"doyouwannacomein?I'llmakeussomething

toeat,IknowyouareashungryasIamit'sbeena

longday"

Stella:"Idon'twannaintrude"

Me:"ohpleasedon'tbemodest,comeonin,we

friendsnow"

WemakeourwayinsidethehouseasIintroduce

hertosomeofthegirlsinthehousebeforewehead

tomyroom

Me:"youcanwaithereorjoinmeinthekitchen"

Stella:"I'lljoinyouinthekitchen"

Wemakefood,aswefryafewthingsandmake

sandwiches



Acallcomesthroughandit'sDad

Me:"father?"

Dad:"daughter"

Ilaugh

Me:"howdoyoudo?"

Dad:"I'mdoingwell,howdoyoudo?"

Me:"Idogreat"

Dad(laughs):"how'severything,youstillgood?Have

enoughgroceries?"

Me:"actuallyI'mstartingtorunout,andI'mlowon

thecash"

Dad:"I'llsendyousomethingafterthiscall"

Me:"that'swhyyoutheworld'sbestDad"

Dad:"Imissyousomuch"

Me:"IthinkI'mcomingtoseeyouthisweekend,I

can'tgoanotherweekwithoutseeingyou"

Dad:"thatismusictomyearshoneymustard"

Me:"Daaddon'tcallmethatI'mwithafriend"



Shelaughsatme

Dad:"butZekeknowsthat'syourname"

Me:"notZekedad,Ihaveanotherfriend"

Dad:"really?Who'stheguy?"

Me:"she'sagirlthistime"

Dad:"youlying,letmesee"

Iturnthecameratoherasshewavesathim

Dad:"wowshe'sreallyagirl...thisisafirst,hey,did

youknowyouareherfirstfemalefriend?"

Me:"daaadyouembarrassingme"

Stella:"IdidnotknowthatSir"

Dad:"pleasedomakeherfirsttimeworthwhile"

Welaugh

Me:"dadokayyouhavetogo,I'mhangingup"

Dad:"Havefun,Iloveyou"

Me:"Iloveyouoldman"

Ihangupandweburstintolaughter



Me:"ohmygoodnesspleaseforgeteverythingmy

dadsaid,helikesembarrassingme"

Stella:"Ilovethebondyousharewithyourdad,I

wishIhadthat"

Me:"whydon'tyou?"

Stella:"mydadleftmymomwhileshewaspregnant

withme,hehasanotherfamily"

Mylipscurveinsadness

Me:"I'msorryaboutthat,atleastyoustillhaveyour

mom"

Stella(smiles):"yeah,she'sthebest,butshecanbe

toomuchattimes,youknowhowmom'sare"

Me:"noIdon'tknow,itmustbenicethough,she

mustbesoftspokenandhasagentletouchthat

makesyourproblemsfeellighterright?"

Stella:"Yeahsometimes,where'syourmom?"

Me:"shediedwhenIwaseight,cancer"

Stella:"I'msorryaboutthat"

Me:"it'sokay,atleastIhadabitofmemorieswith



her,eventhoughIfeellikeIforgotsome,butdad

doesn'tmindtalkingabouther,hetellsme

everythingabouther,IfeellikeIknewherlonger"

Shesmiles

Stella:"nowIgetwhyyousuchatomboy,yougrew

uparoundamanandonlyhadmalefriends"

Me:"yeah,Icouldneverconnectwithgirlsforsome

oddreason"

Stella:"meandyou,sameWhatsappgroup"

Me:"doyouhaveaboyfriend?"

Shelooksatmesurprised,Ibetshedidn'texpect

metoaskthat,Ialsodon'tknowwherethatcame

from

Stella:"uhmIwouldn'tsayIhaveaboyfriend,butI'm

inasituation,she'sstilltryingtobemygirlfriend

andI'mgivingherarunaround,thesegirlsbe

playingwithourhearts"

Me:"ohhhyoualesbian?"

Stella(embarrassingly):"noI'mbisexual"



Me:"wow,IthinkIlikeyouevenmorenow"

Shelooksupatmeashereyeslitup

Stella:"really?"

Me:"yes,wehavethesamesenseofstyle,even

thoughyoursisabitdarker,Ithoughtyouwerea

tomboylikeme,forsomereasonI'vealwaysbeen

interestedintheLGBTQ,evenmyTikTokvideo

recommendationsyou'dswearI'mgay,Girls

sometimesapproachmebecauseofmystyle,I

thinkyouarereallycool"

Stella:"yousureyounotgay?Haveyoutriedbeing

withagirlbefore?"

Ishakemyhead

Me:"No,I'veneverbeenattractedtogirlsinthatway,

evenboysIonlystartedbeingattractedwhenImet

Zeke,nootherguyhascaughtmyinterest...maybe

itsbecauseI'veneverpaidmuchattentiontodating,

butIthinkI'mopenminded,Imightgiveagirla

chancesomedayshe'llhavetocapturemyheart

though"



Shesmilesproudly

Stella:"finally,astraightgirlwhodoesn'tfreakout

whentheyfindoutaboutmysexuality,girlsalways

thinkjustbecauseI'mgayI'llbeattractedtothem

orhitonthem,it'sweird"

Me(laughs):"wowreally,justbecauseI'mstraight

doesthatmeanI'llbeattractedtoalltheboysthat

comemyway?"

Stella:"exactly!?Yougetit"

Wetakeourfoodandheadtomyroom

.

.

.

TRUE

.

.

.

IwashavingdrinkswithBandilebeforegoingback



towork

Bandile:"soyougoingtobedatingotherpeople

whilewithIzzie?"

Me:"No,youknowIdon'tcheat,todayI'llbeasking

Izzieforabreak,I'llexplainittoher,whenthisplan

ofmakingmefindlovethatNaomiisputtingme

throughisover,I'llgetbacktoher"

Bandile:"doyouthinkIzziewillstillbewaitingfor

you?"

Me:"IhopeshewillcauseIcan'tloseawomanlike

Izziebruh,it'shardtofindagoodwomanouthere"

Bandile:"thisNaomibringsouttherisktakerinyou,I

thinkI'mgonnalikeher,youneverletmemakeyou

dothingslikethisalthoughIsuggestthemallthe

damntime"

Me:"Ijustwanttoprovemypoint,thatloveisdead"

Bandile:"butatthesametimeyouhelpingherwin

someone'sheart?"

Me:"theysexuallyattractedtoeachother,it'snot

love,somepeoplebuildrelationshipsonthat,ifshe



doeseverythingonthatlist,theguywillwanther

morewiththefeelingshealreadyhasforherwhich

issexually,ifhe'sagoodfriendhewillrejecther

andrisktheirfriendship"

Bandile:"whatifhefallsforher?"

*Silence*

Me:"thenthat'llmeanIwaswrongaboutLove,ifhe

fallsinlovewithherandIactuallyfindawoman

whomI'llfallinlovewith...thenI'lladmitthatIwas

wrongaboutLovebeingdead"

Hesmilesinamusement

Bandile:"youadmittingtobeingwrongaboutLove?

Haaathisisgoingtobegreat!Finallywe'llgeta

happyendingromanticmovieinthesesadmovies

ofyours!Youalwaysmakeyouraudiencefallin

lovewiththecharactersandthelovetheyshare

onlytobringtoxicityanddrama,cheating,

backstabbing,psychopaths,murders...don'tgetme

wrongtheyareexciting,that'swhyyouthebestin

thegame,butdamn,canwehaveonehappymovie

orseries?"



Me:"noway!Ineedtobreakyourhearts,Iwant

thesewomantolowertheirexpectationsin

relationships,theywatchmoviesandthinkthats

whatthey'llgetinreallife,it'stimemoviesstart

playingwhathappensinreallife"

Bandile:"okaybutifNaomiprovesyouwrong,that

loveisnotdead,willyoumakeahappyending

movie?"

Me:"that'llneverhappen,but,deal"

Weshakeonit,thesmirkonmyfacegrowsasI'm

sureI'llnevermakeamoviewithahappyending,in

therealworldtherearenohappyendings,theonly

endingissixfootundergroundforallofus.Isthat

ahappyending?Ithinknot.

LoveisDead.

.

.

.

ZEKE

.



.

.

Me:"Ishouldgetgoingnow"

IsayasIjumpoffthebedputtingonmyclothes

Sbahle:"Zeke?"

Me:"yesbabe"

Sbahle:"whatarewe?"

Me:"whatdoyoumean?"

Sbahle:"wejusthadsexforthesecondtime,isthis

justaboutsex?"

Me:"uhm..doyouwantittobesomethingelse?"

Shesighsinfrustration

Me:"look,let'sgettoknoweachotherfirst,hey,how

aboutItakeyouout,onadate?"

Shesmilesblushing

Sbahle:"When?"

Me:"I'llletyouknow,we'llkeepintouchon

WhatsApp"



Sbahle:"okaythat'sgoodenoughforme"

Igiveherakissbeforeheadingout

IcallNaomi

"Hello"

Me:"Bambi"

"Hey"

Me:"doyouhavefood?I'mhungry"

"YeahIcooked"

Me:"okay,I'mcomingoverthen"

"Okaythen"

Ihangupanddrivetoherplace.

MinuteslaterIparkoutsideherplaceasIhead

inside.Iknockbythemaindoorandsheopensthe

doorformeassheleadsthewaytothebedroom,

shewasonlywearingat-shirtandboyshorts,her

buttcheeksout,wasshedoingthisonpurpose?

Me:"younotdressed"

Naomi:"it's40degreestonight,ofcourseI'mnot"



Ilaughassheheadsoutleavingmeintheroom.I

takeoffmyshoesandclothesandgrabhertowels

asIheadtotheshower.I'mnotabouttosleepnext

toherwhilesmellinglikesexfromanotherwoman.

AfterawhileintheshowerImakemywaytothe

roomandshehadmyfoodcoveredasshewason

thebedwatchingsomethingonthelaptop,theway

shewassittingonhersidewithherbuttstickingout

likethatmadeitveryhardnottolook.

Me:"doIhaveanyunderwearhere?""

Naomi:"nope,youcanusemine"

Me:"thankGodyouwearmen'sunderwear"

Iopenherdrawandshehadwomen'spanties,

theseweredefinitelynew,Ikeptdiggingandfound

anunderwearandworeit.

Me:"youlikepantiesnow?"

Naomi:"wantedtotrythem,wannaseehowtheyfit

me?"

Me(chuckles):"asyouplease,Idon'tmind"

Igotonthebedandsattherewatchyherasshe



tookherpantiesfromthedraw.Shetookoffher

underwearrightinfrontofmewithouteventurning

around,exposingherfreshcleanpunani.Fuck!I

wasn'tabouttolookawaywhenshedidthaton

purpose.

Ibitemybottomlipswatchingherslipintothose

sexypanties.

Sheputonthelacyredpantyanditsitherjust

perfect,hermodelbodywasnotmakingiteasyfor

myalreadyharddick.

Myeyeswereexploringherupanddownasmy

headtiltedabit

Me:"lookssexyonyou"

Naomi(turningaroundtoshowtheback):"really?

Youthinkso?"

Itakeapillowhidingmyboner

Me:"yeah"

Shebouncesupanddownmakingherbuttjiggle,

fuckfuckfuck...

Naomi:"Idon'tknowtheyfeelweird,shouldItryon



more?"

Me:"Nonopleasestop...I'msuretheyalllookas

sexyasthisone"

Shesmilesputtingthembackbutkeepstheredone

onasshegetsbackonbed

Me:"yougoingtosleepwiththat?"

Naomi:"yeah,Iwanttogetusedtoit"

Me:"ohokaycool"

ItakemyfoodandeatupalittlebutI'munableto

finishbecauseI'mhornyasfuck,Idon'tknowwhat

todowithmyself.I'mprettysureNaomiistryingto

seduceme,butatthesametimeIdon'twanttodo

somethingonlytofindoutthat'snotwhatshe

wanted.Igetinthecoverstryingtokeepthe

distancebetweenus,sheusuallyputsapillow

betweenusbeforewecuddleallthetimetoavoid

unwantedboners...

Naomi:"hey,aren'tyougoingtocuddlemetonight?"

Me:"ohIwaswaitingforyoutoputthepillowfirst"

Naomi(sighs):"it'stoohotforapillowtonight,it's



okayyoucanjustholdme"

InthesepantiesandthosesexycheeksIdon'ttrust

myselfaroundherrightnow,Ireallydon't.Shit...I

movecloserandholdherfrombehindtryingto

keepabitofspacebetweenherbutandmyboner,

shepushesherbuttbackgettingevenclosertome,

okaytoolatenowshe'sfeltit

Naomi:"closer"

Imovecloseraswearenowstuckontoeachother

Me:"you'llforgivemeformyguydownthere,he

tendstogetexcitedinsituationslikethese...he

doesn'tunderstandthatwejustfriends"

Sheburstintolaughter

Naomi:"it'sokay,mygirldoesn'tunderstandaswell"

Myeyeswidenatherstatement

Me:"whatdoesthatmean?"

Naomi:"youwannafeelwhatImean?"

Me:"yeah"

Shetakesmyhandandleadsittoherpussymaking



mefeelherwarmwetness,Igetcarriedaway

rubbingitasIslidethepantytothesidepushing

myfingersfurtherinthere

Me:"yousoaking"

Naomi(moaning):"mhmm"

Afterawhilesheturnsaroundandwefaceeach

other,weshareakissasshemovesherhandtomy

dickasitfillsupherhandandshestartsrubbingit

upanddown.

ImassagehertenderyoungboobsasIattemptto

takeoffhershirtbutshebreaksthekiss.

Naomi:"fuck!No..wenotsupposedtobedoingthis,

youmyfriendZeke,Idon'twanttocomplicate

thingsbetweenus...

Me:"Noyounot...

Naomi:"I'msorry,I'mgoingtogosleepbyoneofthe

girlsrooms,Ishouldn'thavedonethat,I'msosorry,

wearestrictlyfriends,nothingmore"

Shesaysasshe'salreadydressedinherPJspants

headingouttheroom.



Thedoorshutsnotgivingmeachancetospeak.I

sighandthrowmyselfonmyback

Me:"FuckNaomi!Really?Youbailoutonmenow"

Ilookatmypainfullyharddickasittwitches,fuck,I

continuerubbingmyselfasIimagineherhand

rubbingme,hersoftboobsthefeelingofherwet

warmpussy

Me:"ahhhfuckNaomi,don'tstopbabe...

Aflashbackofthefirstnightwefuckedflashes

beforemeasIslidintohertightpussy..Ifeelmyself

abouttoburstasIrunfaster.

Me:"ahhfuuuck.....

IreleaseamassivewaveofspermasifIdidnot

justreleaseafewhoursago.

Isighandwipemyselfbeforetryingtofallasleep

.

.

.

TRUE



.

.

.

Izzie:"youbreakingupwithme?"

Me:"justforalittlewhile"

Izzie:"whatthefuckTrue?Why?WhatdidIdo?"

Me:"youdidn'tdoanythingbabe,it'sjustforashort

while,justthreemonths,Iwantmyfullfocustobe

onthismoviebabe,youknowit'sgoingtobebig,

plusbeforeIaskforyourhandinmarriageIwantto

makesureyouarethewomanIcannotlivewithout,

thesethreemonthsapartwillprovethat,Ineedyou

todothisformeplease,Ipromiseyou,afterthat,no

moredistractions,I'msendingmyuncle'stoyour

uncle'sandwetyingthisthingdowntogether,

forever"

Izzie:"Idon'tknowTrue...istheresomeoneelse?

Youwanttotryotherpeoplejusttoseeifyounot

settlingforthewrongperson?YouthinkI'mnotthe

oneforyou?"



Me:"it'snotlikethat,babeyounotlisteningtome,

nomatterwhat,Ipromise,I'mcomingbacktoyou,

justthisonefavor,Iknowit'snotgoingtobeeasy

butit'sgoingtobeanimportanttestofourlove,if

wepassthistest,I'llknowthatI'mneverlooking

back,youaremine"

Izzie:"youtestingourlove?"

Me:"yes"

Izzie:"whatdoesitmeantofail,whatwouldthat

be?"

Me:"ifyouhappentohavesex,orfallinlovewith

someoneelseduringthatperiod,thenthat'safail,

samegoesforme,Icannothavesexwithanyone

elseorfallinlovewithanyone...Ifwegetthrough

thisthreemonthswithoutdoinganyofthose,then

wehavepassedthetest"

Izzie:"sowhataboutdatingotherpeople?"

Me:"weallowedtodateotherpeople,allowyourself

tobearoundtemptation,itwillbeourdetermination

toresistthattemptationbynotfallingforthe

charmsofotherpeople,Nosexnofallinginlove,we



won'tbeseeingeachotherduringthesethree

months,nocontact,wehavetomakeitbackto

eachotherwithNoStringsattachedtoanyone"

.

.

.

******

Rule#1NoStringsattached

******
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Iwalkedbacktomyroomaftertakingashower.He

wasstillsleeping.Ismiletomyself,lastnightwas

hectic.IfthatwasnotmixedsignalsenoughthenI

don'tknowwhatis.Ilaughtomyselfathowwell

thatwent.I'mactuallyhappythathestillwantsme

inthatmanner,thismustmeanthereareromantic

feelingssomewhereinthatheartofhis,Ijusthave

togetthemout.True'slistispromisingsofarand

westillonnumberone.

"Weshouldreallystopdressingupinfrontofeach

other"

Istartlelookingathim



Me:"Ithoughtyouwereasleep"

Idecideonthegreenlaceypanty,asIcontinue

lotioning,Iactuallyhatethesepantiestheyexpose

mywholebutt,whatistheuseofpantiesifit'sall

goinginyourbuttcrack?Onlycoveringyoupunani,

butZekeseemedtolikethemsoIguessI'lltorture

myselfuntilhe'satmymercy.

Me:"goodmorningtoyoutoo"

Zeke:"Goodmorning"

HewalksoutthebedtowardsmeasIwatchhim

withmycornereye.

Hestandsbehindme,veryclose.

Zeke:"passmethelotion"

Ipassthelotiontohimashesqueezesitonhis

handthenhandsitbacktome

Mybreathhitchesashesmudgesthecoldlotionon

myback

Me:"uhhthat'scold"

Hestartsrubbingitallovermyback



Damn,hishandsonmybodyturnmyinsides

upsidedown.

Hesneaksthemtomybellylotioningmytummyas

heslowlygoesuptomyboobs,IsighasIfeelmy

bodygettingweak,Ileanbackonhimforsupport

ashekeepsmassagingmyboobandplayingwith

mynipples,hishandslidesdowntomypussyashe

cupsitandrubshisfingerbetweenmyfolds.

NonowaitIcan'tlethimdothistome,l'mtheone

whoshouldbeplayingthisgameonhimnotthe

otherwayaround,Iseewhathe'stryingtodo,he's

tryingtogetbackcontrolbecauseofwhatIdidto

himlastnight

Me:"okay,I'llbelateforclass"

Imoveawayfromhimandgetdressedasquickly

asIcould,thatwasveryhardformetodo,Iwanted

himtopickmeup,throwmeonthatbedanddevour

mybody.

Zeke:"fuck!Naomi,whatareyouplayingat?What

doyouwantfrommehuh?Yousaywejustfriends

butyouactingdifferent,youcan'tstartsomething



thenleavemehanginglikethis,it'storture"

Me:"it'storture?Ifit'ssotorturingthenwhatareyou

willingtodoaboutit?Askmetobeyourgirlfriend?

Shouldwebeacoupleinstead?"

Heremainssilentlookingatmebutbreakstheeye

contactlookingaway

Me:"Ithoughtasmuch"

Imoveawayfromhim

Me:"Imsorry,Idon'tknowwhatIwasthinking,can

wepleasejust,stayasfriendslikewewere,no

moreofthatsexualstuff,Ipromise"

Igrabmybagandwalkuptohim,Icuphisface

withmyonehandasIgetreadytousehisfavorite

lineonhim.

Me:"youlikethebrotherIneverhad,Idon'twantto

losethat,Idon'twantustocomplicateour

friendship"

Ismileandpathischeek

Me:"haveagooddayandpleaselockupmyroom

andfetchmeafterclasses...



Iwalkoutthedoor

Me(shouts):"loveyou!"

IrushouttothekitchenasIwaitfortheboltto

comegetme

.

.

.

Zeke

.

.

.

Me:"NaomiisplayinggameswithmyheadIswear,

oneminuteshe'salloverme,thenextwestrictly

friends,she'sgivingmixedsignals,I'mnoteven

surehowtoactaroundheranymore"

Ludwe:"Soundsveryfamiliar"

Hegivesmethelook

Me:"IonlydidthattogirlsIdidn'treallycareabout"



Ludwe:"she'splayingyouatyourowngamebruh"

Me:"Issheusingtheplayersplaybookonme?But

shecan'tbe,sheknowsnothingaboutbeinga

player,she'sneverhadaboyfriendinherlife,her

fatherhaseventestifiedonit"

Ludwe:"maybeshe'sjustanaturalplayerandshe's

notevenawareofit"

Heshrugshisshoulders

Me:"ifthat'sthecasethensheneedstostopcause

thisgameshe'splayingisonlygoingtohurther,I

don'twannahurther"

Ludwe:"becauseyoudon'thaveromanticfeelings

forher"

Me:"shedeservesbetterthanwhatIhavetooffer,

thehardpartaboutthisisthat,she'ssodamn

irresistible,she'stoomuchtemptationandifshe

continueslikethis,ImightdosomethingI'llregret,

it'llcomplicateourrelationship,Ineedtoprotecther

fromme,plusImade....."

ItrailoffasIrealizewhatIwasabouttosay



Me(sighs):"Ijustcan'tbewithNaomiman"

Ludwe:"becausetoyoushe'sjustlikeanyothergirl,

youlustherbutyoucanneverloveher"

Awaveofconcernflashesovermyfaveaswelook

ateachother

Ludwe:"whatareyougoingtodo?"

.

.

.

TRUE

.

.

.

Itwasn'teasywakingupthismorning,knowingthat

IzziewasmovingoutandIwon'tbeseeingherfor

thenextthreemonthsbrokemyheart,Iwasnot

lookingforwardtoitatall.

IlookbesidemeandshewasnottheresoIgetup



andputonmyshirtbeforeheadingtothelounge.

Thereshewaswithherluggagenexttothecouch

withacupofcoffeeinherhandsasshewasstaring

outofspacewhiledrinkinghercoffee.Ismileto

myself,IzzieisverybeautifulandIcan'tdenymy

attractionandconnectiontoher,it'sprettystrong,I

trulybelieveshe'smywife,Ican'twaittomakeher

mine.Thefactthatsheagreedtothismakesme

realizehowmuchshe'sreallyseriousaboutus,she

wantsustowork.ButIcanseethatit'sbreakingher

heart.

ThisisahugeriskI'mtaking,awomanlikeheris

noteasytofind,andlettinghergolikethisgiving

othermentheopportunitytohavewhat'smine

doesn'tsitwellwithme,whatifIloseherto

someoneelse?Ican'taffordtostartagainandget

toknowsomeonenew.Ijusthopeshelovesme

enoughtogetthroughthiswithme.

Iwalkuptoherwhileshe'soblivioustomy

presenceasIsitnexttoher.Shestartlesandlooks

atme



Me:"babe"

IpullhercloserasIkissthesideofherforehead

Izzie:"hey"

Me:"youlookingsoprettythisearlyinthemorning"

Izzie:"Ihadtogetreadytoleave"

Shesayslookingatmewithpaininhereyes,Ihate

seeingherlikethis.

Me:"don'tbesadbabe,hey,Iknowthatwe'llbe

gettingmarriedfirstthingafterthiswhole

experience.Itrustyou"

Izzie:"Itrustyoutoo,pleasedon'tdisappointme"

Me:"never...

Shesmilesfaintly

Me:"don'tdisappointme"

Izzie:"never...

ItakeherhotcupandplaceitonthetableasIpull

herinforahug,weholdeachotherforawhile

Izzie:"IloveyouTrue"



Weslowlybreakthehugaswelookintoeach

other'seyes,Imoveinforakiss.

Afterawhileshepullsoutandlooksatme

Izzie:"Ihopeafterthesethreemonths,you'llbeable

tosayitback,I'mtakingthisriskinhopesthatyou'll

finallyfeelfreetoloveme,Iknowactionsspeak

louderthanwordsforyou,butsometimeswords

bringaboutconfirmation.Youcan'tkeeprunning

awayfromtheLword,Ihopethisexperiencewill

helpyoufaceyourfearofLove"

Shepecksmylipsandgetsup

Me:"stayforabit,youcanleavelateron,please"

Izzie:"thelongerIstay,theharderit'llbeformeto

leave"

Tearsfallfromhereyes,myheartshattersinpain,I

didn'tthinkit'dhurtmelikethistoseeherleave.

Izzie:"byeTrue"

Me:"letmehelpyouwithyourbags"

Sheletsmehelpaswecarrythethingstohercar,

shetookeverythingofhers



Shegetsinthedrivesseatandstartsthecar

Me:"Ihopeyouatleastleftoneofyourpantiesfor

me"

Shesmilesshakingherhead

Izzie:"ifI'mleaving,I'mtakingallofme,bye"

Igrabholdofherhand

Me:"pleasebaby,don'thurtme,Idon'twanttolose

you"

Izzie:"Ipromise,I'llprovetoyouhowloyalIamto

you,Ijustwantthistobeoversowecanstartour

family"

Me:"I'mhappytohearyousaythat,Itrustyou"

Izzie:"samegoesforyouTrue,pleasedon'thurtme,

promisemeyou'llbemineandonlymineafterthis

threemonths"

True:"Ipromiseyouwithallmyheart"

Ipeckherlipsonemoretimethroughthewindow

Me:"takecaremkami"(mywife)



Iwatchherasshedrivesoff.

Isighgettinginthehouseandgettingreadyforthe

restoftheday.

.

.

.

Naomi

.

.

.

Thedayhasfinallycometoanendafteralongday

campus.Truedidn'tcometoday,itwasoneofthe

dayshewassupposedtocomebutdidn'tshowup.

Insteadoftakingmehomewedrovetosomebar

witharestaurantfordinner.

ItwasveryvibeyforaMondayevening.

Me:"I'mgladyouboughtmehere,Ididn'trealize

howmuchIneededthis"



IsayasIgulpdownmybeer

Zeke:"youwelcome,Ifiguredwebothneededto

blowoffsomesteam,it'sbeenanintenseweek

Ilookathimwithalittlesmirkonmyface

Me:"areyoutryingtogetmelaid?"

Zeke:"ImeanIdomakequitethewingman"

IchuckleasItakeanothersipfrommybeer,Ilook

around

Me:"nonofthesemenherearemytype"

Zeke:"howwouldyouknowyourtypeifyou'venever

dated?"

Iopenmymouthtosaysomethingbutmymind

bailsonmeasIswallowmywords

Zeke:"exactly"

HestartspointingatrandomguysaskingmewhatI

thinkaboutthembutweendupmakingfunofthem

andlaughingourgutsout,weenjoyeachother's

companydancingandtakingdownshots,fora

whileweforgotthepointofcominghere.Heputs



meonhisbackandspanmearoundaswegoteven

dizzierthenheputmedownandwestumbledall

overtheplace.

IstumblebackwardslosingmybalanceasIwas

abouttofall,luckilystrongarmscatchmeasZeke

andIstareateachotherinfearthatIalmostfell,

butthenburstintolaughter.

Igetupwiththehelpofthehandsbehindme.Iturn

tolookathim

Me:"yousavedmylife,thankyou....True?..

True(lookingaround):"shhhhnotsoloud,I'mnot

tryingtogetattentiontonight"

He'swearingahatandglasses

True:"youneedtobecareful"

Me(nervouslaugh):"yeah...whatareyoudoing

here?"

True:"myfuturewifeleftmetoday,I'mheretodo

whatyoudoing"

"Mimie?"



IlookbehindmeasZekewaswaitingforme

Me:"uhm,canyoupleasegetmewater?I'llberight

there"

Helooksatmeforawhileandnodswalkingaround

IlookbackatTrue

Me:"sosheagreed?"

True:"surprisinglyyes,butshewasnothappyatall"

Me:"ofcourse,shelovesyou,it'snoteasytoleave

someoneyoulove"

True:"yeah"

Me:"so,howareyoufeeling?"

True:"I'mokayIguess,Ikindamissher,Iwas

temptedtotexther,butI'llbefine"

Me:"AreyoureadytofindyourLove?"

Heshakeshisheadrollinghiseyes

True:"You'llbegreatlydisappointedMissNewton,

Loveisdead,andverysoon,you'lllearnthat"

Me:"andIwillproveyouwrong"



Hesmilesabitbeforeshakinghishead

"Naomi?"

IlookbehindmeandZekeisholdingaglassof

water

Me:"I'llberightthere"

IlookbackatTrue

Me:"Ishouldgo,whenarewemeetingfornumber2

ofthelist?"

True:"tomorrowafteryourclasses,cometomy

studio"

Me(excitedly):"yourstudio!?Really?"

Henods

Me(squeakyexcitedvoice):"okay!"

True:"loveisadangerousgameNewton,yousure

youcanhandleit?"

Me:"I'm100%sure,areyousure?"

True:"there'snothingIcan'thandle"

Istretchoutmyhandforahandshake



Hetakesmyhandandweshake

Me:"letthegamesbegin"

True(chuckles):"takecareNewton"

Hewalksaway,butturnbacktome

True:"Newton...

Me:"Maseko?....

Hechuckles

True:"Icanseey'allgettingturntup,doyoumindifI

getadriverthat'llwaitoutsideforthebothofyou,I

don'twantanotheraccident...

Ismileimpressedbyhisthoughtfulness,Zekehas

drivenusonhisbikedrunkmanytimes,bitIguess

sincetheaccidentweneedtobemorecareful

Me:"thankyouwe'dappreciatethat"

True:"great,I'llsendmyalternativedriver,it'llbea

greyMercedesinfrontoftherestaurant"

Me:"nowI'mreallystartingtobelieveyoumy

guardianangel,youalwaystherewhenI'mnotsafe"



True(chuckles):"maybeIam"

Hewalksawaytowardstheotherendofthebarby

theVIPsection.

IwalkbacktoZekewho'ssittingbythebarflirting

withsomegirl.

IgetbetweenthemasItakemyglassfromthe

table

Me:"I'mhere,sowhatdidImiss"

ThegirlgivesmeanattitudewhilelookingatZeke

withthat"whatthefuck"look

Zeke:"Youcanexcuseusnow"

Girl:"what?"

Me:"yesthankyou,bye"

Shegetsupconfusedandwalksaway

Zeke:"Iseeyoufriendswiththerichandfamous

now?"

Me:"you'dbesurprisedhowordinarytherichand

famousare,theylike,humanbeings"



Zeke:"Noway!Ithoughttheywerealiens"

Weburstintolaughter

Me:"heofferedtocallusaridetotakeushome"

Zeke:"IwasgoingtocallusanUberyouthinkI'd

riskgettingintoanaccidentagain?"

Me:"wellyoudon'thavetoanymorewesorted"

Zeke:"thehellweare,IgetusourownrideasIhad

planned"

Me:"butTrue...

Zeke:"Idon'tfuckencarewhatTruedid,wearenot

hisresponsibility...

IshutmymouthasInoticehewasgettingpissed...

Me:"okaythen"

Ilookedathimashiseyesweregettinglazierwhile

lookingathisdrink

Me:"yousodrunk!"

Zeke:"No,youare!"

Isuckontheicecubesinmyglass



Zeke:"unfairIalsowanticecubes"

Me(opensmouth):"takemine"

HebringshisfacecloserasourlipstouchandI

pushtheicecubefrommymouthtohisbuthe

pushesitbackme,wecontinuedoingthatuntilit

wasallmelted

Hebreaksthekissandsmilesabitlookingatmy

lips

Zeke:"ittastedwaybetterwithyourspit"

Ilaughpushinghisheadashealmostfallsoffhis

chairbutIquicklygrabhimandweburstinto

laughter

Hemakesmesitonhislapaswecontinuehunting

foraguysuitabletogetmelaidwhichisatotalfail

becausewewerenotinterestedinleavingeach

other'scompany

Zeke(whispersinmyear):"let'sgetoutofhere"

Me(singingjoyfully): Romeotakemesomewhere

wecanbealone,I'llbewaiting,allthere'slefttodo

isrun...you'llbethePrinceandI'llbethe



princess...it'salovestorybabyjustsayYES!!

.

.

.

******

Letthegamesbegin!

******
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Iwaswokenupbyapoundingheadacheandthe

strongurgetopukeasIstruggledoffZeke'stight

embrace,itkeptgettingtighterthemoreIwastrying

toescape

Me(irritated):"ZekeI'mgonnavomitonyourfaceif

youdon'tletmego"

HisgriploosensasIrunouttheroomtothe

bathroom,IvomitimmediatelyasIopenthetoilet

seat,shit!Thisistheworstfeelingever.

Me:"I'mneverdrinkingalcoholagain!"

ThistimeI'mserious,ifGodcouldhealmefastfast

sothatIdon'tmissclasses,Iwouldreallyquit

alcoholforrealGod..okayI'dconsiderit,butplease

healmefather.

IgetupandbushmyteethasIlookmyselfinthe

mirrorwithheavypainfulsleepyeyes,damn,Ilook

likeazombie.



NowayI'mgoingtoattendfeelinglikethis,tothinkI

wassoberallweekendonlytogetwastedona

Monday.IfDadknewthethingsherdaughtergets

uptoinvarsity,he'daskforDNAforsure.

Iwalkbadtobedandthrowmyselfonthebed

Zeke:"youhavetogetreadyforclass"

Me:"I'mnotattending"

Zeke:"thebigconcertisthiscomingweekend,you

can'taffordtoskipclasses"

Me:"thisisallyourfault,I'mnotgoing,I'mtoosick"

Hewrapshisarmsaroundme

Zeke:"don'tworryI'lltakecareofyou"

Ismilelookingathim

Me:"asyoushould"

Hegetsupandputsonhispants,Iguessweslept

halfnaked,butI'msurenothinghappened

yesterdaycauseIremembereverythingthat

happenedandwejusthadawesomefunlikewe

usuallydo.



Ihearthegirlstalkingandlaughinginthekitchen,I

bettheyenjoyingZeke'scompany,helikes

entertainingthem.

Isitupandrestonthebigpillowclosingmyeyes.I

wenttoohardontheshots.

AfterawhileIwokenupbythedelicioussmellof

baconandthecracklingsoundofthedoorasZeke

makeshiswayinandshutsthedoorwithhisfoot

Zeke:"breakfastisserved"

Heputsthetrayonthesideashetakestheglassof

waterandhandsittomewithsomepills

Zeke:"drinkthese,they'llhelp"

Igulpthemdownwiththewaterthenhehandsme

myfoodashealsotakeshisandwechillinbed

eatingquietly

Hisfoodwasgood,verygreasy,justwhatIneeded,

Istillwonderhowhecanmakesuchaperfectegg

withoutbreakingtheyokeandkeepingitabitjuicy

ontheinside,Ialwaysfail.HeisabettercookthanI

am,Icanbegoodsometimes,othertimesI'mreally



bad,itdependswhatI'mmaking.

Afteralongwhileofsilence

Zeke:"So,wefailedmiserablyinfindingyouaman"

Me:"youontheotherhand,Iwasfightingforyour

attentionfromotherwomen"

Zeke(laughs):"Wellyouwerewinningbecausewe

wereinseparable"

Ilookathimandalittlechuckleescapesmymouth,

Icouldfeelmyselffallingdeeperforthisguy,Ijust

hopehe'salsofeelingthesame.

Zeke:"I'mjustgladyouabletocontrolyourself

whendrunkbetterthanmeotherwisewealmost

repeatedthefirstnightwemet"

********

Werushinstumblingintheroomashebangsthe

doorbehindhimaswecouldn'tkeepourlipsoff

eachother

Wehelptakeoffeachother'sclothesinamatterof



secondsashethrowsmeonthebed.Ican'tdeny

howbadlymybodywantshimrightnow,and

seeinghimsohungryformemakesmemorewet.

Hetakesoffmypanties

Zeke:"shit,doyouhavecondoms?"

Me:"no"

Zeke:"I'llgetyouthepillinthemorning"

IfeelhisdickrubbetweenmylipsasIclenchthem

closed.AsbadasIwantthis,Ican'tletithappen,at

leastnotnow

Me:"waitwaitwait...

Hestopsashewasstilltryingtopushthroughmy

tightlyclosedvagina

Zeke:"what?What'swrong?Isitpainful?...I'llbe

gentlebabe"

Hekissesme,IkisshimbackasIfeelhimtryingto

putitinagain,Ipushhimoff

Me:"nono,wecan'tdothis,wedrunk,pleaseputon

yourunderwear"



Ilookformypantyandputiton

Me:"notlikethis,youhavetobecompletelyminefor

ustodothis,andyounot,wefriends,soplease,

let'sjustgetsomerest"

********

Me:"yeahthatwasclose"

Zeke:"yousaidI'dhavetobecompletelyyoursfor

ustobethatintimate?"

Me:"yeah"

Zeke:"let'ssayIdidhavefeelingsforyou,doyou

thinkI'dstandachancewithyou,yousaidyou

lovedmeasabrother,butyoudon'ttreatmelike

one"

Me:"uhm,I'mnotsureofmyfeelings,butIthink

there'ssomethingthere,itgrowseverytimeI'm

aroundyou"

Zeke:"IreallycareaboutyouNaomi,andI'ddo

anythingforyou,thelastthingI'dwanttodois

breakyourheart"



Me:"Iknow,peoplebreakpeople'sheartsallthe

time,butdon'tmakethedecisionformeonwhois

andwhoisnotallowedtobreakmyheart,I'mgrown,

IknowtheconsequencesofeverythingIputmyself

throughandit'sunfairofyoutomakeadecision

likethatjustbecauseyouprotectingme,Ineedyou

tomakeadecisionbasedonwhatyouwant.It's

eitheryouwantmeoryoudon't,letmeworryabout

myownheart"

*Silence*

Zeke:"uhmIshouldgetgoing,willyouneedarideto

class?"

Me:"I'mnotattendingtodaysono"

Zeke:"okaythen"

Hegetsupandputshisshirton

Me:"younotgoingtoshowerfirst"

Zeke:"no,I'llshoweratmyplace"

Me:"okaythen"

Hewalkstowardsthedoorandstopsashelooks

backatme



Zeke:"westillcoolright?"

Me:"yeah,westillcool"

Zeke:"cool"

Hewalksout

Me:"loveyou!"

Zeke:"loveyoutoo!"

Okay!Ithinkwegettingsomewhere,itseemsas

thoughZekedoeshavefeelingsforme,he'sjust

afraidofhurtingme,IhopeIassuredhimenough

thathedoesn'thavetoworryaboutthat.

.

.

.

Izzie

.

.

.

It'sbeenhourssinceIlastseenortalkedtoTrue



andit'sbeenhorrible.Ican'tstopthinkingabout

him,whatdidhehavefordinner?Howdidhesleep

withoutmebyhisside.Howishedoing?Doeshe

missmeasmuchasImisshim?

Thiswasabadidea,ifthisishowI'mfeelingnow,I

don'tknowifI'llmakeittoThreemonths.Ijustwant

mymanback.

Idecidedtogostaywithmyoldersisterforthese

fewmonths,Itoldhereverythingandshedoesnot

supportitatall.Shethinksit'sjustawayforhimto

cheatonmeandtasteotherwomanbeforesettling

down.

Linda:"ifIwereyouI'dgobacktomymanandtell

him,it'seitherI'mherewithhimorwenottogether

atall,hecan'thavethebestofbothworlds"

Me(sighs):"Ithinkweneedthis,ImeanIdon'twant

himtomarrymeforthesakeofjustmarryingme,I

wanthimtomakesurehe'sinlovewithme,Trueis

amanwhodoesn'tbelieveinlove,Iwanthimto

believethathe'sinlovewithme,thefactthathe's

willingtodothis,meansthathealsowantstomake



surethathereallydoeslovemeandhe'snotjust

settling"

Linda:"okay,andwhatifhefallsinlovewith

someoneelse?Thatwomanmakeshimbelievein

love,whatwillyoudothen?"

Myheartsinksatthethoughtoflosinghim

Me:"hepromisedme,he'llcomebacktome,three

monthsIsashortperiodforsomeonelikeTrueto

believeinlove,Imeanthisguywritesthemost

painfullovestories,he'sveryadamantin

convincingtheworldthatlovesucks"

Linda:"okay,hecomesbacktoyouandstilldoesn't

believeinlovebutmarriesyou?"

Me:"aslongashe'scomingbacktome,whetherhe

believesornot"

Sheshakesherheadasshegrabsherbriefcase,

purseandcarkeys

Linda:"wellIhopeyoualsousethistimetofinda

manwhowillloveyouwithouthavingtoputyour

throughtests...anyway,enjoyyourday,and



remember,youaresingle,sogooutanddo

whateversinglepeopledo,makethemostofthis

timebeforeyoubecomeawifee,byeee"

ShewalksoutleavingmealoneasIfinishupmy

sandwich

Icheckmyphoneandtherewasnothingfromhim,

notcontactingeachotheristhehardestpart.Why

doIhavetogothroughthismuchpainbeforeIget

myhappilyeverafterGod?Ihadtogothrougha

bunchofscambagsbeforemeetingthebestman

everwhotreatedmelikeI'minsomefairytailmovie,

onlyforhimtoputmethroughthis?I'vedone

everythingittakestoprovemyloveforhim,even

this,Howmanytimesshouldmyheartgetbroken

beforeIfinallyfindlove?IknowIhaven't

completelybeenmytrueauthenticselfwithhim,

butthat'sjustbecauseIwantedhimtolikeme,I've

gottenoffmycomfortzonejusttomakehimhappy,

anygirlwoulddoanythingtowintheheartsofthe

onestheyloveeveniftheydothingstheywouldn't

usuallydo,ButGodyouknowhowmuchIloveTrue,

soIwillwait,nomatterhowlongittakes,butnot



toolongbecauseIdon'tknowhowmuchmyheart

cantake

.

.

.

Zeke

.

.

.

ThedaywentbyquickandindeedIdidn'tsee

Naomiincampustoday,shemust'vereallyfelt

terriblefromthehangover.

Idon'tknowhowtohandlethissituationwith

Naomi.

Itakemyphoneandcallpops

"Whatapleasantsurprise"

Me:"heypops"

"Hison,Ithoughtyouhaveabandonedme"



Me:"Icouldnever"

"Howareyoudoing?"

Me:"I'mdoinggood,academicallyI'mdrowning,it's

notgettinganyeasier"

"Iknow,butyoualmostatthefinishline,don't

drownnow,keepswimming,I'mwaitingforyouand

Mimietocomehomeandcelebrateyour

achievements,Iknowhowwelly'allhavebeen

doingthroughoutthesemester,I'mprettysurey'all

willpass"

Me:"failureisnotinourvocabpops,we'lldefinitely

pass,ashardasitis"

"That'sthespirit,that'swhyyouaregoodinfluence

tomydaughter,youruboffthatenergyonher,

pleasedonotdoanythingtomessupy'allbond,it's

unique,atfirstIneverlikedyoubecauseIthought

youonlyafterwhat'sundermydaughter'spanties,



butasIgottoknowyouandlearnofthebondyou

twoshare,IrealizedIwaswrongandthat'swhyI

takeyouasmyson,I'veseenhowyou'ddo

anythingtoprotectheratallcostsjustlikehowI'd

do,sheneedsthatinherlife,whateverisgoingon

betweenyoutwopleasefixit"

MyheartskipsabeatasIsitupstraight.

Naomi'sdadhasshownmefatherlyloveI'venever

experiencedbefore,treatsmeashisveryownson,

hetrustsmewithhisdaughter.I'veneverhada

familyinmylifebuteversinceI'vemetNaomiand

herfather,IfeltlikeIbelongfortheveryfirsttime,

herfathermademepromisetotreatherasmyvery

ownsisterandprotectherfromthevulturesin

university.IpromisedI'dbeherbigbrother,he

didn'tbelievemeatfirstcausehenoticedIwas

attractedtoNaomi,butasyearswentbyIshoved

myfeelingsforNaomisofarawaybecauseIknew

anywaythattheywerejustinfatuationandsexual

attractionsowebecamecompletelyjustfriends

andImadesuresheunderstoodthat,thosekindof



feelingswerenotworththanthebondweshareas

friends,Ineverknewhowitfeltliketohaveafather

who'sproudofyou,Naomi'sdadandIhavebuilt

thisbond,it'sfeelsgood.Idon'twanttolosethat.If

IfuckupwithNaomi,hurther,she'llleavemeand

I'lllosetwopeopleIgrowntolove.Idon'twanttogo

throughthatagain.IthoughtIwaspassedthat,

trustingpeoplewhotreatmeasfamily,butIguess

thatvoidisjustsodesperatetobefilledandI

alwaysenduplosing,stuckwiththeworstpainever

ofrejectionandabandonment.

Me:"uhmwhydidshesaysomethingtoyou?"

"No,justthattheotherday,shewasfeelingdown,I

don'tknowwhetheryoutwohadanargumentor

whathappened,shedidn'tsay,butIjusthopeit's

nothingserious"

Me:"ohh..noit'snothingserious,wearecoolnow"

"That'sgood,takecareofyourselfmyboy"

Me:"Iwill,byepops"



"Byeson"

Hehangsup.Isigh,Ineedtoendoffwhatever

gameNaomiisplayingandputanendtothese

feelings,theynotworthit.Theynotworthlosingthe

onlyfamilyIhave.

.

.

.

True

.

.

.

Afteralongdayinthestudioshooting,Iwasnowin

myoffice,workingonscripts.It'sveryhardcoming

upwithaplottwistformovies,itneedstobe

somethinggoodthatnoonewillseecoming,I've

managedtobringjustthatonallmymoviesand

series,butifIwantthismovietomakeittoall

cinemasworldwide,Idon'tjustwantitonlyon

NetflixorAmazonprimevideo,that'swhyIneedto



workandthinkdamnhard,luckilyIhaveawriters

roomwhereIworkwithotherwritersandweall

bringourideastogether,itmakesthingswayeasier

tohavedifferentperspective,womenwritersknow

howtoexpressthewomencharactersbetterthana

manwould,andstufflikethat,alsohavecomedian

writersforthehumor.Iusedtowritealonebutthe

moreseriesImadeIneededhelp.

Therewasaknockatmydoor

Me:"comein"

Myassistantwalksin

Him:"Sirthere'ssomeoneherebythenameof

Naomitoseeyou,shesaysshehasanappointment

butItoldherthatshe'snotinyour....

Me:"letherin,it'sfine"

Him:"okay"

HewalksoutasIgetbacktomyscreen,aftera

whiletheywalkinasheleavesusalone

Me:"haveaseat"

Shewalkstowardsthetableandsitsacrossme



Naomi:"hey"

Me:"Newton"

Naomi:"wow,thisplaceissocool,yourofficeis

amazing"

Me:"thankyou"

Ilookupather,Ismileathowclumsyherhairlooks

peakingunderhergreenbeanie,it'sprettyhotfora

beaniebutIcanseeshewasinnomoodtopolish

herselftoday,thealcoholmust'vedoneherbad.

Eventhewayshe'sdressed,shewaslazy.

Me:"Ididn'tseeyouindramaclasstoday"

Naomi:"yeahIwasjustnotfeelingwelltoday,I

wouldn'thavebeenveryuseful"

Me:"Ihopethatwasthelasttimeyoudrinkduring

theweek,ifyouwanttobeastarsomeday,you

needtowatchyouralcoholandhowyouactin

public"

Shenodslookingdownembarrassed

Me:"sotellme,howhavethingsbeenbetweenyou



andyoursoulmate?"

Naomi:"ohIhavebeendefinitelygivingmixed

signalstoapointwhereIwasevenconfusing

myself,Ilikeditbutalsodidn'tlikeit,it'sdrivinghim

crazyandhedoesn'tknowhowtoactaroundme

anymore,heisveryconfused.Ireallydon'tliketo

seehimlikethat"

OhNewton,youaretoonaiveforthisworld.You

cantellshe'sneverbeenheartbrokenbyaboy

before,shedoesn'thaveexperience,she's

experiencingherfirstlove,herpuppylove.Thiswill

hurtlikeabitchbecausefromwhatIobservedthe

guyhasnointentionsoffallinginlove,Ihopehe

provesmewrongforNaomi'ssake.

Me:"wellthatwaspartoftheplan,areyoureadyfor

number2?"

Naomi:"whatisit?"

Me:"itdoesn'tgeteasierNaomi,Iwanttoknowif



youarewillingtodoanything?"

Naomi(noddingvigorously):"yes,I'ddoanything"

Me:"suggestaNostringsattachedrelationship"

Naomi:What?yousayingweshouldbefriendswith

benefits?"

Me:"sometimesittakesatasteofthehoneypotto

evokeotherfeelings,guysarenotthesame,some

canfallforyouwithouteverhavingsexwithyou,

whileotherscandeveloploveaftersexualintimacy,

someafteremotionalintimacy,youandZeke

alreadyhaveemotionalintimacy,y'allalreadyhave

sexualconnection,plushe'salreadyoncedippedin

it...wouldyoueverregrethavingsexwithZekeno

matterwhathappensbetweeny'all,whetherhefalls

foryouintheendornot,wouldyouregrethaving

sexwithhim?ifyouwouldthenwe'llskipthispart"

Sheshakesherheadno

Naomi:"No,Istilldon'tregrethimtakingmyvirginity

eventhoughhefriendzonedme,ifZekedoesn'tfall

formeintheend,thenIwouldbecontentknowing

thatItriedeverything"



That'salie,ifthisZekeboydoesn'tclaimthisgirl,

shewillbedevastated,she'llfeelpainshe'snever

feltbefore,andit'llcrushher,theworstpartisthat,

shewon'tbeexpectingittocomefromtheone

personsheloves.Shemightneverbelieveinlove

again.Askmeaboutit,IfeellikeI'mwatching

myselfthroughher.Ireallyhopeitturnsoutbetter

thanitdidforme.

Me:"Iknowsexissomethingpeopledon'ttake

seriouslynowadays,it'sjustafunactivityforsome,

butthere'ssomethingdeeperthathappensinsex,

it'showsoulsareboundtogether,that'swhyifyou

doitwiththewrongpeopleyou'llhaveapartof

them,alltheirbadenergieswillbeleftinyou,

becausetheywereprobablynotthepersonyou

weremeanttobeboundwith,ifZekeisyour

soulmate,thenhewilldevelopromanticfeelingsfor

youduringthetwoweeksofthenostrings

attached"



Naomi:"youbelieveinallthat?Aboutsoulsbeing

boundduringsex?"

Me:"kindof"

Naomi:"butyoudon'tbelieveinlove?"

Me:"Ibelieveinancestorsandspirituality,that's

whyIgotmyselfcleansedafterallthefooling

aroundI'vedonewithwomenafterImetIzzieand

madeupmymindthatsheshouldbethelast

womanIbecomesexuallyintimatewith"

Shenodsinamusement

Me:"soyoureadytodothis?"

Naomi:"yesI'mready,IguessIknewsexwas

somethingspecial,butIdidn'tthinkitwasthatdeep,

butI'mwillingtodoanythingtowinhisheart"

Apartofmefeelsbadforher,shereallyloveshim,

thisguywillfallforherforsure,butI'mafraidhis

lovemightnotrunasdeepashersandshewillget

hurt.It'sdangeroustolovesomeonemorethan



theyloveyou.

Idon'tknowwhyI'msoworriedabouthergetting

hurt,maybeit'sbecauseIcanrelatetoher.

Naomi:"andIhopeyoureadybecauseIalready

haveabunchofwomeninterestedindatingyouon

theprofileIputupforyouonadatingapp"

Me:"youdidwhat!?"

Naomi:"nicechattingtoyou,seeyouinafewdays,

bye"

Shegetsupandwalksoutthedoorleavingme

dumbfounded.

ThisgirldoneputmeuponadatingApp.I'mgoing

tokillherIswear.

Isighcoveringmyface,thisisgoingtobealong

threemonths.WhatdidIgetmyselfinto.

.

.

.
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Thebigweekendhasfinallyarrivedandtodaywas

thedaywehadtheconcert,thewholecampuswas

excitedaboutitbecausetheyheardTrueMaseko

wouldbethereandhe'stheonethathasbeen

helpingusprepare.Iwashellanervousnolie.ButI

gotthis,thisisnotthefirsttimewe'vedoneaplay,

it'sprobablygoingtobeoneofthebiggestones

becauseTrueboughthisfilmingcrewandifwedo

agreatjobaccordingtoreviewhe'llpostitonhis

YouTubechannel,hehasahugefollowingabout7

millionsubscribersonYouTubeand20million

followersonInstagram.Ifhedoesuploaditonhis

socialmediaplatformthenthatwouldreallyputme

outthereasIamplayingtheleadingroleofthe

mostfamousplayeverinhistory,Ineedtogoitmy

all.

Ifeelhandsmassagingmyshoulders

Ilookupathisreflectioninthemirror

Zeke:"yougoingtodogreat,yougotthisMimie"

Itakeadeepbreathtryingtocalmmyselfdown



Zeke:"youshowthemwhatyoumadeof,youthe

southAfricanTarajipHensonorQueenlatifa,

who'sthatotheractressyoulikeagain?"

Me:"ViolaDavis"

Zeke:"ahuhourViolaDavis"

IsmilelookingathimasIgetupfrommyseatand

turntohughim,hegivesmeagoodtightsqueeze,

justwhatIneeded.

"LookslikeI'mnotneeded"

IbreakawayfromhisembraceasIruntowardshim

Me:"Daddy!!...

Ijumponhimashecarriesmeupholdingmefor

dearlife,I'vemissedthisstrongman'sarmsandhis

homelyscent

Nottobragbutmydadisbuilt,henevermisses

gym,jogseverymorningandevening,he's

obsessedwithbodybuildingandthat'swhyhe

carriesmelikeajustafeather.Iunderstandwhy

momwassmittenbythisman,heageslikefine

wine.



Me:"daddyImissedyousomuch"

Dad:"Imissedyoumorehoneymustard,lookhow

bigyou'vegrown"

Me:"ohpleasedad,youlastsawmeamonthago"

Dad:"andyou'vegrownsincethen"

Heputsmedownlettinggoofme

Me:"youcametowatchme?"

Dad:"youdidn'tthinkI'dmissitdidyou?"

Me:"never,butletmeactsurprisedokay"

Welaughasweheadtohiscarandhedrivesusto

campus.

.

.

.

Izzie

.

.



.

Iwaschillingonthecouchscrollingthroughthis

timelines,thisistheonlywayI'vebeenkeepingup

abouthowhe'sdoing,Ithinkhe'snoticedashe

postsapictureofhimselfeverydayeversincewe

separatedformetoseehimandIheartallofthem,

Idothesameforhimandalsomentionhowmy

daysaregoinginthecaptions,healsoheartsallmy

pictures.Thisishowwekeepintouchwitheach

otherwithoutreallycontactingeachother.Iloveit,I

thinkitisveryromanticofhimtothinkofmelike

that.Herecentlypostedanoldpictureofusbythe

beachbutonlyourhandsholdingeachotherwere

showingandtheseaview.IblushasIheartitand

commentwithheartsandinloveemojis,helikes

mycommentandreplieswithaheart.

IsmilelikearetardasI'msotemptedtotextorcall

thisfool,I'mhavingwineandI'mcravinghismanly

strongbodyontopofme.Iscrollthroughhissexy

picturesonmygallery.

NextthingIknowmyphonehasbeensnatched

frommyhandswhileIwasdaydreamingonmy



man'sphotos

Me:"Hey!Iwasbusywiththat!"

Linda:"younotgoingtositheredaydreamingabout

amanwhodumpedyouwithstyle,getdressedwe

goingtodance,it'saweekendforcryingoutloud"

Me:"ohnothankyou,youknowI'mnotagroovist,

yougo"

Linda:"notagroovistmyass,allyouhavetodois

lookpretty,havedrinksandenjoygoodmusicand

goodvibes,flirthereandthere,andjuststop

breakingyourheartmissingthatfoolwho's

probablybusywithsomerandomgirls"

Me:"Nohe'snot,wekindacommunicatinginour

ownsecretwaywithoutreallytalking,sohe'sstill

thinkingaboutme"

Sherollshereyesbored

Linda:"ohreally,thentellmewhywasIamatchwith

himonSweetMeetdatingApp?"

Isitupfrowning

Me:"what?Noway"



Shefiddlesonherphoneandshowsmehisprofile,

Ilookatit,everythingabouthimistrue,butIfindit

hardtobelieve,thisisdefinitelynotsomethinghe'd

do,hehatedtheseAppswithallthat'sinhim

Me:"it'safakeaccount,someoneisprobablyjust

tryingtoscoredatesusinghisidentity,manypeople

dothat,Truehatesonlinedating"

Linda:"fineifyousaysobutI'mgoingtofindout

myselfwhenIgoonadatewithhimtomorrow

evening"

Me:"I'llbecomingwithyouforyourownsafety

becauseyouarebeingCatfished"

Linda:"whatever,getupandlet'sgo,Ineedyouto

domymakeup,I'mtoolazytodoitmyself"

IsighasIgetup,there'snousetryingtorefuse

becauseshe'llliterallydragmeoutofherebyforce.

Shescreamsinexcitementaswegetourselves

ready.

.

.



.

TRUE

.

.

.

Icouldn'tstopsmiling,that'showbeautifullyacted

theplaywas,theyreallyoutdonethemselves,that

wassomeprofessionalperformancedonethere.

Theyreallycapturedtheaudience,youcouldsee

howinvestedeveryonewas,thesadness,the

brokenheartedvoicefromNaomiwasso

convincingIsawafewpeopleshedtears,the

backgroundmusicmadeitmorereal.

EveryoneclappedtheirhandsasRomeokilled

himselfandlaidbesidesJuliet.

Therewasastandingovationtoshowhowgoodit

was.Itwasdefinitelyagoodideatomakeita

musical,thesekidsactuallyhavebeautifulvoices,I

didn'tthinkNaomicouldsinglikethat.

It'sagoodthingIdecidedforittobefilmed.Ithas



togoviral.

Afterawhilepeopleweregoinghomewhilesome

werebythereceptioneatingandtalkingwith

familiesandfriends.

Itoldmycrewwe'lleditwhenIgotothestudioon

Monday.

Ilookaroundforherandspothersmilingand

gigglingwithZeke,theywereobviouslyflirtingbut

triedtohideitfromamanwhoseemedtolooklike

afatherfigure,mustbeherFather,Iwouldn'thave

guessedifitwasn'tforthegreyhairsgrowingon

thesidesbuthelookslikehe'sinhislatethirties.

Naomi'seyeslandonme,Iwaveather,she

excusesherselfandwalkstowardsme

Naomi:"Maseko"

Me:"Newton,youhaveoutdoneyourself,thatwas

amazing,youactuallymadetheaudiencecry"

Naomi:"thankyou,didImakeyoucry?"

Me(laughs):"unfortunatelyI'veseensadderfilms

andplaysthatalsofailedtomakemecry,sono"



Shelaughs

Naomi:"oneday,I'llmakeyoucryMaseko"

Me:"I'dliketoseeyoutry"

Welaugh,andourlaughdiesoutafterawhileand

there'ssilence,I'msoproudofher,Ican'tstop

smiling,Iwanttomakeherastar,shedeservesto

beonbillboards,actinginAmericanfilmsbecome

anAfricanIcon.

ShereallyprovedherselfoutthereandI'msotaken

byhertalent.I'mgoingtomakesureshe's

recognized,Iseehowhungrysheisforit.

Naomi:"okay,whyyoulookingatmelikethat?"

Sheasksshylylookingdown

Me:"I'mgoingtomakeyouastar"

Shefrownsconfusedlookingatme

Me:"I'vejusthadsuchabigvisionforyou,you've

impressedmetonight,Ihopeyoureadyforthe

worldtoseetheStaryoualreadyare"

Shesmileswithabitofconfusiononherfaceas



shenods

Me:"GoodnightNewton,enjoytherestofyour

eveningwithyourfamily"

Naomi:"GoodnightMrMaseko"

Iwalkoutanddrivebackhome

.

.

.

Zeke

.

.

.

Afteralongnightcelebratingoverdinneranddrinks

herfatherleftusatherplace.

Wewerebusytalkingabouteverythingthat

happened,howwellsheperformed,howmotivated

shefeltwhenpeoplecametopraiseher

performance,howshetouchedtheaudiences



hearts.

Naomi:"youshould'veseenMrMaseko'sface,he

wassoproudofme,heliterallycouldn'tstop

smiling,ashepromisedtomakemea

star..*screams*...ohhmyGod,Ican'tbelieveIdid

that!"

Me(smilinginadmiration):"youdidthat,Ilongsawit,

thisisyourcallingbabe"

Shestopssmilingasshelooksatme

Me:"what?"

Naomi:"didyoujustcallmebabe?"

Ithitsme,fuck!Ijustdid.

Me:"IsaidBambi"

Naomi:"no,I'mprettysureIheardbabe"

Ichucklesnervously

Me:"sorry,itjustcameout"

Naomi:"it'sokay,it'snotabigdeal,friendscalleach

otherbabe,darling,loveallthetime"



Me:"yeah...

*Awkwardsilence*

Icouldn'thelpbutstareatherlips,Iwastemptedto

kissherallnight,eveninfrontofherfather.

Shewasalsostaringatmylips

Imovedcloserandpulledherheadtowardsmine

aswesharedakiss.

Itgotdeeperasourtonguesgotinvolvedaswell.I

pullaway.

Me:"fuck,I'msosorry...

Naomi:"justkissme"

Ilookatherandgetontopofheraswecontinue

kissingtakingoffeachothersclothes,Itakeher

handmakingherholdmyharddickassherubsit

upanddown.

Me(whispersinherear):"yousureyouwantthis?"

Naomi:"yeaaa...

Me:"Idon'thaveanycondomswithmebutI

promiseyouI'mclean,Igettestedeverythree



months"

Naomi:"it'sokay,Itrustyou"

Igodownonherkissingherallthewaydowntoher

pussy.Irunmytonguebetweenhersoftfoldasher

wetnessrunsdownmytongueandchin.

Ikeepmytonguerightontheclitjustgently

circulatingarounditashermoanskeepgetting

louderwhilemyfingerplaysaroundhervaginal

holewithoutputmywholefingerinasherpussy

wasverysensitiveanddidn'twanttocauseherpain.

AfterawhileIgotbackuptoherlips,Iknowit'll

takeawhiletomakeherreachanorganism,it'snot

easyforvirginstoreachandorgasmassexisstill

newandpainfultothem,buttonight,shemost

definitelywill.

Ibrushmydickbetweenherlipswhilepushingin

andoutthetipofmydick,afterawhileshewas

enjoyingthetipasherbodygotstiffandherhands

grabsmetighteronmywaist,nowthatshewas

comfortablewiththetipIpushedinalittlebitmore

thanjustthetip,shetensedup



Me:"fuck...

ItwasgettinghardformetonotgoasfastasI

wantedasIfeltmyselfwantingtoexplodeinside

her,butIcontinuedgoinginandoutslowlynow

puttingmywholedickinher,shestartedmorning

veryloudlyasshewasalsofeelingpain,Ihadto

makehergetusedtoitandeventuallyshewas

enjoyingitasIcouldnowpickupmypace,her

moansgotsexierturningfrompaintoexcitement

asshewasstartingtoenjoyherself,Icouldn'thold

mygroansasIstartedfuckingherharderandfaster.

FromthenIstoppedplayingniceasIwashittingit

hard,Iwastemptedtotrydifferentpositionswith

herbutIhadtotakeiteasy.

IkissedherasIfeltmyselfgettingcloser,Imoved

mywaistincircles.

Naomi:"somethingiscomingout....

Me:"letitoutbabe"

Shegroansloudlyasshereleasesherfirstorgasm,

IfollowrightafterasIfeelherpotfillingupand

drippingdownmydick



IrestnexttoherasIpullherclosertomelocking

ourlegstogetherasmydickrestsbetweenher

warmthighs

Ikissherforehead.

Naomi:"thatwasdifferentfromthefirsttimewehad

sex"

Me:"weweredrunkandjusttwostrangersthen,I

didn'tcaremuchaboutwhatIwasdoing,butnow,

it'sdifferent"

Naomi:"weshoulddothismoreoften"

Ilookatherasshemovesherheadfrommychest

andlooksalooksatme

Me:"Naomi,wecan't...

Naomi:"shhhh...it'sobviouswecan'tresisteach

other,I'mnotaskingyoutobemyboyfriend,westill

remainjustfriends,butweaddthesekindof

benefits,Nostringsattached,youcanseeother

people,justmakesureyouuseprotectionwith

otherwomen"

Asmileformsonmyface



Me:"areyousureaboutthis?"

Naomi:"I'msure"

Me:"Naomi,younotdoingthisbecauseyouexpect

metofallinlovewithyouastimegoesonorforus

tobecomemorethanfriendsinfuture?Becauseif

that'swhatyouwantthenweshouldnotdothis....

Naomi:"No,it'snotlikethat,Ijustwantsexfromyou,

Idon'twanttobeacompleteamateurwhenIdoget

aboyfriend"

Ishowhermypinkyasshelocksherpinkyonmine

Me(smiling):"Nocatchingfeelings...

Naomi:"Nocatchingfeelings...

Me:"justfriendswithbenefits...

Naomi:"justfriendswithbenefits...

Me:"Nostringsattached...

Naomi:"Nostringsattached...

IkissherasIgetontopofhergettingbetweenher

legsasIfeelmyselfgettingharderagain



.

.

.

*******

Weneverfalling!

*******

Tobecontinued

[06/08,02:54] :STRINGSATTACHED
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•

•

•

•

I'mstretchingoutmyarmsandlegsinhopesto

clenchsomeoneintothemonlytofeelahuge

coldnessofnothingbesidesmeinsteadofawarm

comfortingbodythat'sbeenclingingonmeall

throughthenight.

Iopenmyeyesindisappointmentlookingaround

theroom.

Isearchthefloorforhisclothesandtheywerenot

there,evenhisbikekeyswerenotonthetable.He

probablywenttogetussomethingtoeatbecause

he'sdefinitelyneverditchmeafterwhathappened

lastnight,Ifinallygavehimmyvirginitywithfull

soberconsent.

Itwasamazing,atfirstIhateditbutthewayhewas

sopatientwithmetryingnottohurtmemadeit

verymuchpleasurable.Ilazilypickmyselfupoff



thebedscanningtheroomformytoweltowrapit

aroundmynakedbody.Iflinchfreezingonmystep

asanuncomfortablepainthudsonmyvagina.Shit

thathurts,asformylegs,damntheyfeellikeIwas

liftingweightsordoingsquatsorsomething.It

mustbeallthestretchinghemademedo,Idid

Openmylegstoowidelyforwhatseemedlikehours,

himcarryingthemoverhisshoulders.Yepitmakes

sensenow.MorecarefullyIwalkouttothe

bathroomtotakeashower.Aplaybackoflastnight

hasnowmovedinrentfreeinmymindasIcan't

believeIactuallyhadsex.Likeforrealforreal.I've

becomeawomanagrownwoman,doesthismeanI

shouldstartactingmorelikealady?ShitIneedto

drinkthemorningafterpills.Zekewillprobably

comebackwiththem,he'ssuchagentleman,no

wondergirlsalwayseasilyavailthemselvestohim,

hesureknowshisthing.

.

.

Ilookedatthetime,itwasgettinglateasit'snow

11:30it'sbasicallynoonnowandZekehasn'tbeen



pickingupmycallsorreplyingmytexts,he'sstill

notback.

Myheartstartsfeelingheavyatthethoughtthathe

must'veditchedme,snuckoutandtreatedmelike

someonenightstand,again.

Iknowweagreedtonostringsattachedbuthe

doesn'thavetoactlikeajerktome,wearestill

friendsafterall,right?

Asighescapesmynostrils,Ican'thelpbutworry,

nowIfeelsostupid.Iliedtomyself,Ican'thandle

this.WouldZekereallytreatmelikesomecheap

slut?ThisisnothowIimaginedgettingthefirstguy

I'deverfallinlovewith,Ididn'tthinkit'dbethishard

orcomplicated,Ihavebeencourtedbyanumberof

guysinthepastbutIwasn'tinterestedbackthen,

lookatmenow,havingtojumpthroughhoopsto

winaman'sheart.

Irealizemyeyeswereleakingasmyphonescreens

hasdropsofwater.

Iwipeitoffandrequestabolt.



Iboughtmyselfthemorningafterpillsanddrunk

themimmediately.Themallwasn'tthatbusy,it'sa

Sundayafterall.

Idecidedtogotreatmyselftodessertinmilkylane

it'sbeenawhilesinceI'vehad

theiricecream.Igotmyselfalayerofwaffles

drenchedwithvanillaicecreamfilledwith

chocolatesauceandcrushedoreosandasweet

coneontop.JustwhatIneeded.Iwastenotime

digginginthatbadboy.Ideservethis,as

celebration.Imean,IjusthadSEX!That'sabigdeal

right?SurethepersonIhadsexwithdoesn'treally

careorknowthatitsabigdealButthat'sokay,

becausewejustfriendswithbenefitsafterall

nothingserious,whatdidIexpect,rosesand

foreheadkisses?Pshhthat'sverydumband

unrealisticofmetoexpect..

DamnthisicecreamisgoodkindalikethesexIhad

lastnight.Fuck!I'mamess.WhatwasIthinking,

thisisnotgoingtowork,thiswasaridiculousidea.

.



.

.

Zeke

.

.

.

Sbahle:"I'mgladyouspendingthedaywithme

today"

Me:"Ididpromise"

Sbahle:"Iknowandthankyouforagreeingonletting

mekeepyourphone,Ijustwantallyourattention

justforonewholeday,younevergivemeyour

attention"

Me:"Igiveyouattention,haveyouseenyourself?Its

hardnottogiveawomanlikeyouattention"

Sbahle:"yeahyou'vepaidattentionalright,tomy

pussy,butwhatdoyouknowaboutme?"

Isighlookingaround,IwishIhadmyphoneright

now,Naomimustbemadatme,shemustthinkI



ditchedheraftershegaveherselftome.IfIknewI

wouldn'tbeabletogetbackIwould'veatleastlefta

note.

Isnapoutofmythoughtsatfingerssnappingon

myface

Me:"yes?"

Sbahle:"wowyoucan'tevenpayattentiontomeand

yourightinfrontofme?"

Me:"I'msorry,whatdidyousay?"

Herfacechangestopissedasshegetsupfromher

seat

Sbahle:"thiswasabadidea,don'tevertalktome"

Shestormsoff.IcurseundermybreathasIgetoff

myseatandquicklyleavethebillbythereception

oftherestaurantbeforerunningafterSbahle.

Me:"Sbahle!...

AfeweyesatthemalllandonmeasIcalloutfor

her,soIdecidetoruntoherinstead.

Ifinallycatchupwithherandpullherarmstopping



her

Me:"babe,wait...Don'tgo,I'msorry"

Sbahle:"Zeke,I'veneverinmylifehadtobegaman

forhisattentionorloveandI'mnotabouttostart

withyou,Ican'tbelieveIdidwhatIdidtoday,

forcingyoutostaywithmehere.Fuckme!"

SheattemptstowalkawaybutIpullherbackand

shestumblesbumpingontomychest,shelooksup

atmeforthefirsttimeInoticeherpiercingalmond

hazeleyesandfullroundheartlipslikesomeBratz

doll.

Me(whispers):"damnthatsabeautifulpairofeyes"

Shelooksawayfrommeasshetriestoescape

frommygrip

Me:"Sbahle,Iseewhyyourparentsgaveyouthat

name,you'resobeautiful"

Hersmilewaslikeasuddenbeamofsunlightas

shetuckedherhairback

Me:"I'vebeenajerktoyou,that'skindahowI've

alwaysbeen,andI'mnotproudofit,but,I-I'mjust-I



guessyoucansaythatI'mscared...

Ipauselookingather

Me(sighs):"I'mscaredoffalling,I'mterrifiedoflove,

andIknowthatprobablysoundscowardlyofme,

butIcantakeanykindofpainI'lldealwithitasa

man,butIdon'tplaynearlove,whenyouhavelove

youenduplosingitinthemostpainfulways,and

it'shardtogetover.I'mnotlookingforthatright

now.I'msorry"

Shesighsandsmilesalittle

Sbahle:"Igetit,I'mscaredoflovetoo,butsomeone

oncetoldme,Loveisarisk,causeyouputyour

heartatriskofgettinghurt,youjusthavetomakea

decisionifthepersonisworthtakingtheriskfor"

Icupherbeautifulfaceasitfitsperfectlybetween

myhands.Hereyesdrewmecloserandcloserto

herface,myeyesdroppedtoherlipsandweshare

akiss.

"Zeke?"

Ibreakawayfromthekisslookingbesidemewhere



IseeNaomilookingatusholdinganicecream

cone.Fuck!

Me:"Naomi...

Herfacechangesfromgloomydisheartened

expressiontoawelcominghappysmilerealquick

Naomi:"heybro,Ididn'texpecttoseeyouhere!"

Shesaysfilledwithexcitementonseeingmeas

shewalksclosertowardsus.

Idon'tknowwhethertoapologizeorjustgowiththe

flow.

Shehugsmebrieflythenhitsmeplayfullyonthe

shoulder

Naomi:"youaregettingusedtoditchingmebuddy...

ShefinallylooksatSbahleandsmileskindly

Naomi:"butIdon'tblameyouthistime,hey...

Sbahle:"hey"

Shelooksatmewithagoofyfaciaexpression

Naomi:"don'tberudesilly,introduceus"



Iwasstilltryingtofigureherout,isshemadatme?

Butshelooksalright,shecouldbejustacting,this

girlisreallygoodatactingnowI'mnotsurehow

she'sreallyfeelingandIjustwanttoholdherand

tellherhowbadIfeelforjustleavinglikethat.

Isnapoutofmymindasshesnapsherhandson

myface

Me:"Oh..yeah,right,uhm,Naomi,thisisSbahle

my.....uhmSbahlethisisNaomimybestfriend"

SheextendsherhandtoSbahle,Sbahlegivesher

herhandandinsteadofahandshakeNaomikisses

thebackofherhandlikeagentlemanwould.Ican't

helpbutsmile,thisgirliscrazyandunpredictable.

Naomi:"yousobeautiful,nowIseewhathasbeen

keepingmyfriendawayfromme"

Sbahleblusheslookingatme,Ismileather

Naomi:"wellIjustcametotreatmyselfonicecream,

wasn'tfeelingwellthismorning,butafterthe5kgs

I'vegainedfrommilkylane,I'mgoodnow"

SbahleisthrowninafitoflaughterasIfakealaugh



Shelooksatme

Naomi:"letmenotbeacockblocker,I'llseeyou

whenIseeyou,callme"

Shesaysbrushingmyshoulder

Me:"Idefinitelywill,I'llcomebytoseeyouinafew"

Ireassureherlookingintohereyes

Naomi:"okaycool,adios!"

Shewalksawayandmyeyesglueonhertillshe

disappears

"Hello!...

Ilookbackather

Me:"huh?"

Sbahle:"Isaid,she'squitesomething"

Me(smiles):"yeah,sheis"

Sbahle:"she'sseemslikeacoolpersontobearound,

Igetwhyshe'syourfriend"

AllIcanthinkaboutnowisleavingandgoingto

checkuponNaomi,shecamehereforicecream



meaningshewasfeelingsadandcametocheer

herselfup.That'showshesaysherdadalways

cheeredherupwhenshewasdown.

Sbahle:"Sowherewerewe?"

Shewrapsherarmsaroundmyneck.Iremove

themasmyheartwasnotinitanymore.

Me:"IhavetogoSbahle,I'lltalktoyoulaterokay?"

Sbahle:"wewereinthemiddleofanintimate

conversation"

Me:"Iknow,butIpromisedNaomi,we'dhangout

today"

Sbahle:"butyouhangoutwithheralmosteveryday,

Ionlygetthislittletimewithyou"

Me:"that'showmylifeissetSbahle,Ican'tchange

whatInormallydoforyou,westillgettingtoknow

eachother,trytounderstand,orwemightaswell

endthisnowbeforeitbecomesanything?"

Shesighslookingatmeashurtflashesthroughher

eyes

Sbahle:"fine,I'llunderstandfornow,butnotforever,



younottheonlymanwho'sinterestedinmeyou

knowsomearecravingfortheattentionI'mgiving

you,sodon'tthinkI'lltoleratebullshitforever"

Ibrushherchin

Me:"Iknow"

Ipeckherlips

Me:"myphoneplease"

Shetakesitoutfromherpurseandhandsittome

Me:"we'lltalklater"

WeshareahugbeforeIwalkoutthemallanddrive

toNaomi'splace

Isighbeforeknockingatherdoor.

Therewasnoresponseforawhile.

Iknockoncemore

"She'snotthere"

Oneofthegirlssayswalkingtowardsme

Me:"ohhey,doyouknowwhereshemightbe?"



Her:"she'sbeengoneforawhilenow,neversaid

whereshewasgoing,maybeshewenttocampus"

Soshedidn'tcomestraightherefromthemall

Me:"okay,thanks"

Iwalkoutdialingher,ittakesmestraightto

voicemail.

Istartmybikebutkilltheenginedown,onsecond

thoughts.Ihavesparekeystoherroom,I'lljustwait

forherinthere,Ihavetodosomethingniceforher

tomakeupforthismorning,Ican'timaginehow

shemust'vefeltwakingupandIwasgone,probably

thoughtshewasnodifferentfromtheotherwomen

I'vebeenwith,whichisnottrueatall,shewas

amazing,I'venevercamemorethantwiceinone

session,herwetness,thetightnesshersweetness,

she'severythingI'veimaginedandmore,there'sso

muchIwanttoteachhertoexplorewithher.But

firstIneedtostopactinglikeajerkanddogoodby

her.

.

.



.

Naomi

.

.

.

Iwaschillingbythepark,hopingitwouldmakeme

feelbetter,Ifeelsocheaprightnow.Iknowit'sano

stringsattached,butmystringswerelongattached,

Ican'tblamehimcausehedoesn'tknowthat,and

thiswasmyidea.

Seeinghimwiththatbeautifulgirl,thewayhewas

lookingather,cuppingherface,hewasshowingso

muchaffectiontoherpubliclyso.Zekeneverdoes

that,infactheneverwantstobeseeninpublicwith

anygirl,tohimgirlsbelonginhisbedroomand

nowhereelse.IguessI'malsopartofthosegirls

now,HeditchedmeforHer?DoIevenstanda

chanceagainstagirllikeher?

Thathourglassfigure,everythingonhersitssowell,

damnsheisbeautiful,she'soneofthosegirlswho'll



makeyourselfesteemdroptozerojustbysmiling

atyou.Lookatmewithmybasicself,Ihaveatiny

ass,littleboobs,I'mskinnyashell,looknothinglike

alady,whichguywantstobewithagirlguy?

"IcameassoonasIcould"

IstartlelookingupandIcannotbelievehe'shere

IsenthimatextbutIdidn'tthinkhe'dreaditsoon

orevencomehere?Howdidhefindmethough?

"I'mdonewiththisList!I'mdonewithhim,he'sin

lovewithsomeoneelse.Let'sjustforgetthiswhole

thing,Iquit"

ThatwasmymessagetohimassoonasIwalked

outthemallandranhere

Me:"whatareyoudoinghere?"

True:"anythingistraceablenowadaysNewton"

Peoplepassingbywerelookingatus,some

gigglingandpointing

Me:"howdidyoufindme?"

True:"thethingstechnologydoesyouwouldn't



believe"

Ismilechucklingabit,hemust'vetrackedmy

phone,wait!AldoTrueMasekotrackedmyphone!!

Aahhhh!!Okayit'sofficial,wefriendsfriendsnow.

Me:"sowelikefriendsfriendsnow?"

Hefrownstryingtohidehissmile

True:"don'tgetaheadofyourself,Idon'tbefriend

babies"

Ihithisshoulder

Me:"niggarI'magrownassofficiallynonvirgin

woman,sodon'tyoudareinsultme"

Heburstsintolaughter

True:"okaythen,grownassNonvirginwoman,can

wegosomewhereprivate,beforepeoplestart

takingpicturesofus"

Ilookaroundandtherewerepeoplesecretlytaking

photos

Me:"Ithinkit'salittletoolateforthat,but,okay"

WegetupandIfollowhimasafewpeople



approachus,whendidthepressgethere!?

Me:"ayibo!Alreadythepressishere?Arethey

followingyou?"

True:"Ican'tbeanywhereinpeace,andtodayI

forgotmyhatandscarf,itwastoohotforthat"

Me:"ohboi,Ihopetheydon'tgetyouintroublewith

yourfuturefiance"

True:"weonatemporarybreakpluswetalkedabout

seeingotherpeople,sodon'tworryaboutthat"

Me:"okay"

Wefinallygettohiscarandhedrivesoff,heplays

romanticheartbreakoldschoolmusic

Me:"damnthesearesomedepressingsongs"

Helaugh

True:"youwereprobablystillindiaperswhenthese

songscameout,soIunderstandifyoudon'tjell

withit"

Me(laughing):"ohmygoshwhostillsaysJell?And

bythewaygrandpa,Ijellwiththesesongs,it'sjust



I'mnotinthemoodforcryingrightnow"

Hislaughfillsthecarashecovershismouthwitha

fist

True:"okayMisstoocoolforoldschool,youcanput

whateversongsyoufeellikelisteningto"

HehelpsmeconnectmyphonetohisBluetooth

andIplaymyownsongsandIstartsingingalong

asthebeatgoesfullblastthroughhisspeakers

Me(singing):Hoesinthishouse!There'ssomehoes

inthishouse,there'ssomehoesinthishouse....

Ilookathimandburstintolaughterattheweird

terrifiedlookhe'sgivingmerightnow

Me(singing):"Isaidcertifiedfreak!Sevendaysa

week!Wetasspussy,makethatpulloutgameweak!

Inodmyheadfeelingthebeat

Me(singing):"yeahyeahyeahyeah...yeahyou

fuckingwithsomewetasspussy!Bringabucket

andamopforthiswetasspussy!Giveme

everythingyouGot,forthiswetasspussy!.....

Igetinthezonereadytospitsomebars



Me(rapping):"beatitupniggar,

catchacharge!

ExtralargeandExtrahard!

Putthispussyrightinyourface,

swipeyournoselikeacreditcard!

HopontopIwannaride,

Idoakegelwhileit'sinside.

Spitinmymouth

Lookinmyeyes

Thispussyiswet

Cometakeadive!

TiemeuplikeI'msurprised

Let'sroleplayIweardisguise

IWANTYOUTOPARKTHATBIGMACKTRUCK,

RIGHTINTHISLITTLEGARAGE!.....

Helowersthevolumeandpausesthesong

True:"okayokaythoselyricsarejustwaytoomuch



forakid,please,let'srespectyouradultschild"

Ilaughathisconcernedfacialexpressions

True:"Ican'tbelieveyouknowwordforwordofthat

nastysong"

Me:"ohcomeongrandpa,don'tbeabore,isthe

songturningyouon?"

True(laughing):"whatever,playyourperverted

songs"

Me:"thankyouverymuch"

Ipressplayturningthevolumebackonfullblast

Me(singing):"makeitcream,makemescream,out

inpublic,makeascene.Idon'tcook,Idon'tclean,

butletmetellyou,IgotthisRing!....

Hekeepsshakinghisheadandlookingatmein

disbeliefasthelyricsgoon

ThesongfinallycomestoanendandIturndown

thevolume

Me(laughing):"Nowthat'ssomefeelgoodmusic"

True:"Zekemust'vehititrightlastnight"



Mysmiledisappears

Me:"Idon'twannatalkabouthimrightnow"

Henodsrespectingmywishes

True:"soyouwannaGagandyouwannachoke?

Andyouwanthimtotouchthatlittledanglything

that'sswingingatthebackofyourthroat?"

Iburstintolaugh

Me:"ewwwGrandpapleaseyoumakingme

uncomfortable"

True:"gladIcouldreturnthefavorkid"

Wefinallygettoanicequietspot

It'sbeautifulandfilledwithtrees,hasforestvibes

butnotinascarywayasithasbenchesto

accommodatepeopleaswell.Itwasjustusthere,

verypeacefulandcalmingplace.Thesmelloffresh

flowersfromthesoilhitsmelikeabreathoffresh

air,myeyesclosetakingitallinlettingtheoxygen

gracefullythroughmybloodveins



Me:"thisplaceisbeautiful,Ifeelsoatpeacehere"

True:"ifyoueverneedpeaceI'myourguy,Iknow

everypeacefulplacealloverCapetown,Iusually

needitmorethananyone"

Me:"mmhGrandpathemanofpeace,mynewplug"

Helaughsaswestrolldownthegreenfield

True:"I'mjusthappyIdidn'thavetogoonthedate

yousaidIwassetfortoday"

Ihitmyheadasitcompletelyslippedmymind

Me:"ohhnoTrue!Yourdate!Itotallyforgot"

True:"don'tworryIwasprobablynotgoingtoenjoy

itanyway"

Me:"arghI'msomad,thatwoman'sprofilelooked

verypromising,youweregoingtolikeher"

True:"there'llbeothers"

Me:"Noway,I'mtextinghertoarrangeforanother

night"



True:"don'tdothat,ratherfindsomeoneelse,she

alreadyhasabadimpressiononme,Icancelledour

firstdate,firstimpressionlast"

Me(thoughtfully):"you'reright,fine,I'llorganize

someoneelse,forTomorrownight?"

True:"it'sMondaytomorrow,I'llbeverybusyatwork,

whogoesondatesduringtheweekanyway?"

Me:"you'dbesurprised,soistomorrowaround

sevenoreightatnightcool?"

True:"dowhateveryoupleaseNewton"

Me:"tomorrowitisthen"

Isighdisappointedinmyself,Ialreadyruinedhis

firstdate

*Silence*

True:"thethanamnkazinyana,ikwenzeni

lankwenkweyakho"(talktomeyounglady,what

hasthisboyofyoursdonetoyou)

Iheaveasighasmyheartsinksjustthinkingabout

it



Me:"Idon'tknowifthiswholenostringsattached

thingwillworkoutforme,Igetsojealousnow

whenIseehimwithanotherwoman,Idon'tlikethe

wayIfeel,oneminutehe'smakingmefeellikethe

mostspecialwomanonearth,thenextdayhe

treatsmelikeIwasnodifferentfromallthegirls

he'sbeenwith,I'veneverfeltsocheap,it'sthesame

wayhemademefeelafterthefirstnightweslept

together,I'mstartingtothinkmaybe...maybeI'm

notasgood...

Hisfingerspressmylipstogethershuttingmeup

True:"letmenoteverhearyousaythat,don'tever

compareyourwomanhoodtootherwomen,ever,do

youunderstand?...

Myheartissuddenlythudshardagainstmychest

asIfeelmybloodflutterachangeofrhythm,Ididn't

knowIfearedhimthismuch,thetoneofhis

demandingvoiceandthechangeoffacial



expressionI'veneverseenonhimbefore.

True:"doyouunderstandmeNewton?"

Inodinvoluntarily

True:"Newtown?I'mtalkingtoyou"

Me(lipspressedtogether):"yesIwon'tdoitagain....

Heletsgoofmylips

True:"Good"

Ilookathimforawhilebuthe'snotevenlookingat

meashekeepshiseyesInfrontofhim

True:"okay,look,ifyouwannagiveupnowonthis

boythen,please,byallmeansdo,butthatwould

meanyouloseNewton,andIwasright,Loveis

dead,thenwecanstopfightingforsomethingthat

doesn'texistandIcangobacktomybeautiful

fiancewhomI'mcontentwith"



Giveup?Me?Aquitter?AmIeventhedaughterof

RaymondNewton,Inevergiveuponanything,

speciallynotonLove,notuntilZekerejectsmewith

hisownwordsandtellsmehedoesn'tloveme,until

then,I'llfightforwhatIbelievein.

Me:"Nothappening,I'mgoingtoproveyouwrong

Maseko,Loveisnotdead,andoneday,you'llgo

downonyourkneesandapologizetome,whenI

findyousomeoneyou'llfallheadoverhealsfor,

you'llsee"

Hesmilesshakinghisheadsarcastically

True:"IlikeyourspiritKid,butIneverlose,fallingfor

amythissomethingthat'llneverhappentome,

markmywords,asforgettingdownonmyknees

haaa(Hechortles)inyourdreamsmaybe"

Ifoldmyarmslookingathimwithmyonebrow

raisedgivinghimadaringexpressionIwishIcould



slapthatsmugonhisface.

Me:"ohMaseko,trustandbelieve,youwillgodown

onyourknees,oneday,loveisgoingtoknockyou

downyou'llneverbeabletogetbackup"

Hethrowshisheadbacklaughingaswecontinue

walkingandchatting,Iwasfeelingawholelot

betternowandwasreadytocontinuewiththeplan

towinLove.

.

.

.

*******

APlanforLove

*******
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Me:"thankyousomuchfortoday,youdidn'thaveto

clearoutyourscheduletobabysitme"

True:"Icouldn'triskit,youkidskillyourselvesinthe

nameoflovenowadays"

Ilaugh,thisguydoesn'ttakemeseriously



HethinksI'macluelessbaby

Me:"ohhGoddoesmydadhavetostartpayingyou

asmybabysitter?"

True:"Imighthavetohaveawordwithhimabout

that"

Welaugh.He'sparkedoutsidemyapartment,we

spenthoursatthepark,hadsomestreetfrench

fries,Ididn'tknowhelikesstreetfoodlike

skhambane,fries,grilledchickenfeetandgizzards,

Iwasshocked,Ithoughthewasthesushiand

salamitypeofguy.Thenwehadmyfavoritefor

dinnerattheMexicanMochachosrestaurant.

Me:"nowIknowwhatit'sliketohaveaGrandpa,bye

oldman"

True:"chile!....getthefuckoutmycar"

Iburstoutlaughing,didhejustsayChile?Thisguy

neverceasestoamazeme,hisannoyedface

finishesme

True:"youreallyaclown,getoutmyfaceNaomi"

Iattempttoopenthecardoorstillinstitches,but



stoplaughingasIlookathim

Me(worriedly):"OhNo!...

Confusionmixedwithabitofconcernflushesover

hisface

True:"what'swrong?"

Me:"younotopeningdoorsformeanymore?

(tearfullysadexpression)IthoughtIwasspecial"

True(laughing):"Ididn'tknowyouhadspecialneeds

now?Yourhandsdon'twork?"

Igaspshockedbyhiswords

Me:"wwoooww,andhereIwasthinkingyouarethe

mostgentlemanlygentlemaninthewholewide

world,nevertalktomeGrandpa,youascam!"

He'sinstitchesasIgetoutthecarshuttingthedoor

True:"seeyoulaterkiddo"

Wewavegoodbyeashedrivesoff.

I'mwelcomedbyamouthwateringaromaasIenter



thekitchen,seemslikethegirlswentalloutcooking

tonight.

Ipeeponthepots,thesebitchesusedmypots,I'll

definitelydishupformyselftomorrow,damnthat

creamypastaandthefriedchicken,seemslikethey

neveratethoughcauseit'suntouched.

Iclosethepotsandheadtomyroomwhiledigging

formykeysthroughmypockets,Ifinallyfound

themburieddeepinmybackpocketofmyjean.

Istruggleasthekeydoesn'tfitinsidethekeyhole,

soIjustopenthedoorandsurprisinglyitwasn't

locked

Me:"thehell....

IlookuptobemetbyZekepassedouthalfnaked

onmybed,heonlyhadhisunderwearonandwas

inasloppypositiononhisback.

Iquietlyclosethedoorwalkinguptothebed,my

eyescan'thelpbutexplorehiscaramelbody,his

nicelysetofpacks,broadsexychest.God,you

reallytookyourtimewithhim.I'mtemptedtogeton

topofhimandwakehimupwithkissesalloverhis



face.

Irunmyhandcarefullydownhischesttohis

tummy,thedickwasbulgingsleepinggracefully

underthattightunderwear,hewaspackingnolie,

myvaginawasstillnotfullyusedtoit.

Istoppedtouchinghimasmyhandwastemptedto

massagehisguy.

"Hey"

Ijumpstartlingatthesoundofhisvoice

Me:"I'msorry,didIwakeyouup?"

Heshakeshishead

Zeke:"Ihopeyoudon'tmindIletmyselfinwiththe

sparekeys"

Me:"noit'sokay"

GoshIcouldn'tevenkeepeyecontact,hisbodywas

distractingme

Zeke:"comehere"

Igetonthebedasinstructedkneelingbesideshim



Zeke:"comeon,getonhere"

Hepullsmeleadingmetogetontopofhimwithmy

legsoneithersidessittingrightontheD.Heregoes

thejitterinessinmytummyagain.

Hesitsupandhisupperbodyisnowwaycloser,he

wrapshisarmsaroundmywaist,fuck,I'vealways

wantedhimtoholdmelikethis,tolookatmewith

thatlonginganddesireIlookathimwithwhenhe's

notlooking.

Zeke:"I'msosorryaboutthismorning,trustme,my

planwasnottoditchyou,IthoughtIwasgoingto

gotothemallandgetyouthosepillsandafewnice

thingsthencomerightbackbeforeyouevenwake

up,butonmywayIbumpedintoSbahleandIhad

totallyforgotthatIwassupposedtomeetheratthe

mallsowecanspendthedaytogether,shethought

Icamethereforhere,anditbecamehardtoditch

her,soIhadtoplayalong,Iwasplanningoncutting

ourdayveryshortbutthen...(sighs)....I'msorry

babe,Iknowhowitmust'vefeltandlookedlikefor

you,andtrustme,I'dneverwishtotreatyoulike

that,youmeanwaymoretome,myplanwasto



spendalldaywithyouinbedandnurseyourvagina,

makeitgetusedtomeandjustmakeyoufeel

thingsyou'veneverfeltbefore...

Hesaysinalowdarktonekissingmyneck

Imustbedreaming,thisistoogoodthatitfeelsso

unreal.

Me(breathhitched):"Zeke.....

Itcomesoutasawhisperashishandssneakunder

myshirt

Me:"Iunderstand,butyoudidn'thavetoapologize,I

mean,weareinanostringsattached,it'sonly

aboutthesex,noonehastherighttogethurtwhen

withsomeoneelse"

Iliethroughmyteeth,I'mhappyheexplainedand

consoledmyhurtfeelings.

Helooksatme

Zeke:"Iknowthat,butthatdoesn'tmeanwe

shouldn'trespecteachotherandourtime,ifit'sour

time,it'sourtimeandweshouldrespecteachother,

wedon'tjustditcheachotherlikesomeonenight



stand,wetalk,excuseourselves,Iwantusto

respecteachotherokay?Westillfriendsmorethan

anything,justcausewehavingsexdoesn'tchange

howwetreateachother"

Ismilenoddingbutthelastpartstungme,thathe

stillseesusasfriendsmorethananythingelse.

Me:"Iappreciatethat"

Ileanincloserforakissandhekissesmeback

withjustasmuchdesire,itslikegettingthatone

deliciousthingyou'vebeencravingforbutwas

alwaysforbiddentohaveit,butnowI'mfinallyfree

togetit,that'showgoodthisrightherefeels,andI

don'twishittostop.

Hetakesoffmyshirt,Icouldfeelhisdick

suffocatinginhardnessunderme,asheflippedme

overpullingoffmyjeansasquickaspossible

Zeke:"IwantyouBambi,Iwantyousobad"

Mybloodwashot,myheartonaracewithevery

touchandeverykisshelaidonmybody,histongue

easilylocatedmyweakspotsashearosepleasures

tomyvagina



Me(breathlessly):"Iwantyoutoo....aahhh

.

.

.

True

.

.

.

ItakeoffmyshirtasIheadtothebedroom.Ihadto

startattheofficetogetsomeworkdonebefore

comingbackhome,IdidcancelonalottodaythatI

willhavetomakeupfortomorrow.

Ithrowmypantsonthefloorandheadtothe

bathroomtowashmyface.

TodaywasthemostrelaxingdayI'vehadinavery

longtime,Naomiisabreathoffreshairdefinitely

knowshowtohypesomeone'smood,she'safree

spirit,hasthisgoofyhumor,she'sagoodkid,butI

feellikeshe'sstilltoonaive,speciallywhenit



comestoboysandlove,it'sherfirsttime

experiencingthesefeelingsandshehasveryhigh

expectationsforLove,she'llbegreatlydisappointed

andhurtifshefindsthatthisguymightnotfeelthe

sameway.Ihopeshegrowsandlearnsfromthis,

andsoonrealizethateveryoneisjustafterone

thing,Loveisdead,butalsoifshedoeswinhis

heartthengoodforherIhopeshe'llbereadyforthe

heartbreakscausethat'sjusthowitgoesin

relationships,happinessisshortlived.Idon'twant

tobethepartypoopersoI'llhelpherwithout

discouragingherinherpursuittolove.

Igetonthebedandstarttypingonmylaptop,Ilook

besideme,damn,Imissmywomanshe'dbe

naggingmetoputmylaptopawayandcuddleher

tosleep.

I'mtemptedtovideocallherandseehowshe's

doing.

IlogintoInstagram,it'sbeenawhilesinceI've

posted,that'showwe'vebeensecretly

communicating.



Shehaspostedafewpictures,thelastonewas

captioned"missingsomeone"

Imissyoutoobaby,soonthiswholethingwillbe

overandwecanbetogetheragain.

Ihopeshe'stakingcareofherselfandisnotdoing

anythingtohurtourbaby.

Yes,IknowwhatIsaid,ourbaby.I'vebeen

releasinginsideherwithoutherknowledge,weuse

condomsandI'vetemperedwiththem,shesaidshe

wantstogetmarriedfirstbeforetryingforbabies,

butIwanttomarryherwithabigbellyandmybaby

onthewaysoonafterthat,I'vebeendoingitfortwo

weeksbeforeweseparated,I'msurebynowshe's

feelingthesymptoms.Ijustwishshewashereso

wecouldgothroughallofittogether,Iwanna

experienceallthestageswithher,themoodswings,

thecravings,themorningsickness,Idon'twantto

missoutonmybabygrowinginthebellyandinthe

realworld.Ihopemystolenbabyisaboy,it'dbe

nicetohaveafirstbornson.

Iwonderifsheknowsshemightbepregnantyet,



willshetellmeorshe'llwaituntilwegetback

together.

Shehastobepregnantthough,Imeanevenonour

rawmorningsquickiesI'dtellherIpulledoutwhenI

actuallycameinsideherabit.Shehatesthe

preventionpillsastheymakeherfeelsickandgain

weight,theinjectionisworse,shegetssicktoa

pointwheresheliterallycan'tdoanythingand

missesoutonwork,that'swhyweusecondomsor

that'swhatshethought.

Isighclosingmylaptop.

FucktherulesI'mgoingtogocheckonheraftermy

firstdatetomorrow.

IwonderwhatkindofgirlNaomimatchedmeup

with,butIalreadyknowIwon'tlikeher.

.

.

.

Izzie

.



.

.

I'mneverdrinkingagainIpromiseGod,pleasejust

makethispaingoaway.

ThehangovervisitedmeassoonasIopenedmy

eyes,Idon'tknowwhyIallowmysistertomakeme

dothesethings.

DrinkingandpartyingonaSunday,whatarewe18?

Istretchmyarmsbeforegettingoffthebedwithmy

eyesclosedastheytooheavyandpainfultoopen.I

walktothebathroomandwashmyfaceforthat

refreshingfeelingaswellascleaningmyteeth,but

thatdoesn'tmakemefeelanybetter.

Fuck,hangovershitdifferentinyourlatetwenties,

theyafuckennightmare.

Ilookatmydrenchedfaceinthemirror,this

weekendIneedtimeout,Ican'tlivelikethis

anymore,Ileftthislifeinvarsityforareasonbut

Lindaissuchbadinfluence.

Idragmyselfbacktothebedroomopeningthe



curtainsbutclosethemimmediatelyasthebright

lightpushesthroughmyface.

IwalkbacktobedandI'mstartledwhenIseeaman

sleepingpeacefullyonmybed.

Ilookaroundtheroom,okaythisisdefinitelymy

roomunlessthisguyhasthesameroomasme.I

walkoutthebedroomlookingaroundthehouse,

yep,thisismysister'splace,Ipeekintoherroom

andshe'sinbedcuddlingwithsomedude.

Fuck!Wereallycamebackwiththesestrangersthe

house!Wecould'vebeenkilledorkidnapped,worse,

rapedeven.

OhmyGoodness.

Istoponmytracksandfeelmyvagina,okay,it

doesn'tfeellikeanythingwentinthere,shit,okaylet

mecheckthebedroom,nothere'snoused

condomsaroundhere,shit,didhehititraw?No

ways,no,howcanIbesoflippenstupid!

Me:"Hey!!Wakeup!...

Ishakehimaggressively



Heslowlyopenshiseyes,okay,thosearevery

beautifuleyes,Ididn'texpectthat.

ButIdidn'tcarerightnowIjustneedhimoutmy

bed

Me:"pleasetellmewedidn'thavesex"

Hegetsupstilltryingtowakeupfromhissleep

rubbinghiseyes

Me:"dude!Hurryup"

Hegetsuplazilylookingaround,Ithrowhisclothes

athim

Him:"thanks"

Hedressesup

Me:"wedidn'thavesexright?"

Heshakeshishead

Him:"youweretoodrunk,youtalkedaboutyour

boyfriendthatyoumissuntilyoufellasleepwithout

usgettingtodoanything"

Isighinrelief



Him:"he'saluckyguytohavealoyalgirllikeyou,

evenwhenshe'sdrunk"

Me:"andyouagoodguy,fornottakingadvantageof

me,eventhoughyouhadtheopportunity"

Him:"I'dneverhurtafly,nomatterhowdrunkIam"

Welaughashefinishesupdressingup,okay,he

wasn'tbadatall,heisactuallyagoodlookingman,

IunderstandwhyIwentforhim,hehasstyleand

class,theexpensivebrandshewaswearingfrom

headtotoesaiditall

Him:"I'llbeonmywaynow,Ihadagreattimewith

youlastnight"

Inodsmilingashewalkstowardsthedoor

Me:"wait...

Heturnbacktolookatme

Me:"Ididn'tgetyourname"

Him(smiles):"Luyanda"

Me:"okaythen"

Him:"byeIzzie"



Me:"youknowmyname"

Him:"yes,unlikeyouIrememberalloflastnight,I

reallyenjoyedmytimewithyou,youacoolgirlIzzie

andgoodluckwithyourrelationshipandIhopeitall

turnsoutwellwiththetest"

HowmuchdidItellthisguy

Me:"Ireallyopeneduptoyoudidn'tI"

Him:"Ishouldgo"

Me:"wait...doIknowanythingaboutyou?"

Him:"you'llrememberlater,goodbye"

HewalksoutbeforeIcouldsayanythingelse,okay

it'slikehecouldn'twaittogetoutofhere,didn't

evenaskformynumber.

NotthatIcare,butnoguyhastreatedmelikethat

before,likeI'munwanted.NowIreallyneedto

rememberwhatIdidthatturnedthisguyofflast

night,hesleptnexttomeallnightanddidn'teven

tryanything,that'stoogoodtobetrue,Imust've

embarrassedmyself.

IsighshakingmyheadasIcleanupmyroom.



Iheargigglesandadeepvoicecomingfromthe

lounge.LindaandMen,Idon'tknowwhenmysister

willeversettledown,she'stheonenightstands

kindagirlanditseemslikeshe'snotplanningon

growingupatall.

AftertakingashoweranddressingupforworkI

wasreadytogo.

Imakemyselfacupofcoffeefirstandaquickham

andcheesesandwich.

Lindawalksinlookinglikeahotmessnoteven

dressedforwork.

Me:"andthenwena?"

Linda:"youlookwaybetterthanIdo"

Me:"lookscanbedeceiving"

Linda:"Ican'tbelieveIwasstoodupyesterday"

Me:"Itoldyouitwasacatfish,youneedtofinda

manintherealworldandleaveonlinedating,it's

notworkingforyou"

Linda:"nothingworksforme"



Ilookatherandmyheartsinks...

Iblowmycoffeeabouttotakethefirstsipbutthe

smellcausemybiletoriseuptomychest

Me(disgusted):"urgh...thiscoffeesmellshorrible"

Linda:"what?That'skopiLuwak,oneoftheebest,it

mustbethehangover,youlovecoffee"

Irushtothetoiletasthesmellmakesmemore

nauseated,Ithrowupimmediately.

I'mnotquitesureifit'sthecoffeeorthehangover

butIfeellikeshit.

Linda:"youokay?"

Ilookupatherassheleansagainstthedoorframe

lookingatmewithconcern

Me:"I'llbefine"

Ibrushmyteethquicklyandheadoutforwork

.

.

.



Zeke

.

.

.

Iwalkinwiththetraycarefullyandputitbythe

bedsidetable.

Isitbesideherwatchinghersleep,hermouthis

wideopenandlittlesnoreswhisperoutofher

mouth,I'veneverseensomethingsobeautifully

imperfect.

Igotakehercameraandsnapafewpicturesofher,

herboobswerestickingoutthesheets,Icupped

oneandcapturedapicture,Iplacemylipsonher

openmouthpeckingitmultipletimesasItakea

video,she'sgoingtobemadatthesebutIdon't

care,shedoesittomeallthetime.

Thesnoringstopsasshefrownsabitandasmile

formsatthecornerofherlips,Ithinkshecanfeel

mewatchingher.

Naomi(eyesclosed):"stopbeingcreepy"



Iturnthecameratoher

Me:"saycheese"

Shecoversherselfwiththebedsheets

Naomi:"cutitoutZeke!"

Me(singing):"wekeepthisloveinaphotograph,we

madethesememoriesforourselves,whereour

eyesareneverclosing,ourheartneverbrokenand

timesforeverfrozen,still.......

Shelaughsblockingthecamerawithherhand

Istopthevideoputtingthecameraaway

Sheslowlypeeksherheadoutthesheets

Naomi:"areyoudoneembarrassingme?"

Me:"fornow"

Shegigglesgettinguptositupstraightashereyes

landbesideher

Naomi:"youdishedmethegirlsfood?Didtheyallow

you?"

Me:"whatdoyoumean?Icookedthisforyoulast



nightbutyoucamebacklate"

Naomi:"ohhsoitwasyou,uhhthatlookssogood"

Shetakesherplateanddigsinimmediately

Naomi(mouthful):"I'msohungry,doessexusually

makesonethishungry?"

Ilaughwatchingherstuffherself

Me:"onlyreallygoodsex"

Shesmilesblushinglookingdown

Me:"Iwishwecouldspendthewholedayinbed"

Naomi:"orthewholeweekeven"

Me:"that'dbeevenbetter"

Wejokinglysighsadlyatthesametimethenburst

intolaughter

Ipullherfacecloserkissingher,Ican'tgetenough

ofher

Me:"whydowehavelivestogolive...

Naomi:"Iknowright,fucklife!...

Me:"yeah,fucklife!!



Naomi:"FuckyouLife!!..

Me:"fuckyouBambi...

Shelooksatmewithafrown

Naomi:"fuckme?"

Me:"withpleasure...

Igetinbetweenherlegsputtingherplateonthe

side

Naomi(giggling):"ohhokay,fuckmethen...

Nevermindlife!...Wait,wehaveclasses"

Me:"Illbeveryquick"

Isaykissingherpullingdownmypantsandtaking

outmyharddick,herphoneringsasIjustentered

thegatesofheaven...

Me:"don'tpickup...

Shetakesitandgaspsatthescreen

Naomi:"mmmh...Ihavetotakeit...

Me:"goodluckwiththat"

IplantkissesonherneckasIfuckherataslow



pace

Naomi:"Daddy...

IlookupatherasIpickupthepace,shecoversher

mouthtightlytryingnottomoan

Naomi(highpitchedtone):"I'llcallyouback...wait!...

Shequicklyhangsupassheletsouthermoans

throwingherphoneonthebed

"(Moaningoutloud)ahhfuckfuck...wait...slow

dawn...ahhZeeek...

AfterawhileIpullout...

Me:"let'sgogetyoucleanedupandreadyfor

school"

Igetupgettinghertowelsoshecanwrapitaround

herbodybeforepickingherupandheadingtothe

bathroom,theothergirlsweregivinguslooksaswe

passed,I'msurethey'vealreadyfiguredwe're

fucking.

Me(whispers):"yourmatesarestaring"

Naomi(whispering):"letthemstare"



.

.

.

*****
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Tobecontinued

[06/08,02:55] :STRINGSATTACHED

INSERT16

•

•

•

•

•

NAOMI

•

•



•

•

•

It'sbeenthebesttwoweeksI'veeverexperiencedin

mylife,thingsbetweenZekeandIwereonlygetting

better,hepracticallyliveswithmenow,noonecan

separateusatthispoint,Ididn'tknowhowmuchof

asexfreakZekewas,thethingshedoestomein

bed,he'slikeaprofessionalpornstar.Iwas

embarrassedwhenthegirlsinthehouse

complainedtomeaboutthenoise,Ididn'trealize

wemadethatmuchnoisebutIcan'thelpit.

Theyhavenorighttocomplainbecausethosegirls

canthrowpartieslikeit'snobody'sbusinessandit's

notliketheydon'tmakenastysexsoundswiththeir

boyfriends,nowthatit'sme,there'saproblem?

Anyway,Truehasgonetothreeunsuccessfuldates

sofar,Ireallydon'tknowwhatgoesdowntherebut

thestorieshetellsmeabouthisdatesarehilarious.

Thefirstonehesaiditwasallgooduntiltheendof

thenightwhensheleanedinforakissbutfirst



whispered

"Don'tbescaredifmytoothfallsout"

Heleftthereandthenwithoutsayinganything.

Theseconddatekneweverythingabouthim,like

everythingthatitwasverycreepy,meaningshe's

beenstalkinghimnotjustonsocialmediabutreally

stalkinghim,sohepayedthebillandleftbefore

evenfinishingthedinnerandthegirlinsteadof

leavingshesatthereandateboththeirmeals.

I'veneverlaughedsohard,sothistimeIhadtogo

withhimonhisthirddate.

He'llbefetchingmefrommyplacelaterinthe

evening.

Thethirdonewasaloudmouth,smackingherfood

whensheeatshejustcouldn'tstandher.Thefourth

datewaslate,whichwasabadimpressiononhim,

andshewaspracticallynotdressedaccordingto

himheroutsidewastoorevealing,allmenhadeyes

onher,shewasattractingunnecessaryattention

wantingtotakeselfiesallthetimebutherefusedof

cause.



Ifeellikehe'sjustmakingupstoriesbecausehe's

notinterestedingettingtoknowanyonebuttonight

I'mgoingtoguidehim,there'snowayallfourof

thesewomenweretheproblem,IthinkTruemight

notknowhowtodate.

MyfriendshipwithStellawasgettingserious,itwas

nicehavingagirlfriendforonce,girlsarenotas

badasIthoughtwhenIwasyounger,wehaveso

muchmoreincommonandtherearethingsIcan

sharewithherthatIcan'tsharewithZekebecause

heneverrelates.

Iwaswithherbytheswingsatthebackyardofmy

accomodation,Idon'tknowwhyItrustedherabout

tellingherabouttheList,Iguessitwasburningme

nothavinganyoneelsetosharethiswith,gettingan

opinionfromsomeoneelse,someonetosharethe

emotionsI'mgoingthroughwith.She'sagood

listenerandshe'snotjudgementalbutsheisa

straighttalker.

Stella:"itseemslikeyouhavehimwrappedaround

yourfinger,hecan'tevenpretendtobejustyour

friendinpublicbusyholdingyouandstealing



kisses,y'allmightaswellmakeitofficialatthis

point,youdon'tevenhavetocontinuewiththatlist"

Me(laughing):"itdoesfeellikewedatingnow,but

there'sstillSbahleinthepicturewhomhegoesout

ondateswith,hesaysit'snotseriousthough"

Stella:"whenlasthashewentwithheronadate?"

Me:"thetimeIbumpedintothematthemallwasthe

lasttime,he'salwaysherewithme"

Shesmileswitheyebrowsraised

Stella:"andyoustillthinkthatgirlisstillinthe

picture?"

Ilookatherthoughtfully

Me:"it'sactuallybeenawhilesincehe'stalked

abouther,hehasn'tsaidanythingsincewestarted

the...

Stella(smirking):"nostringsattached...

Ilaughputtingthespoonfuloficecreaminmy

mouth

.



.

.

.
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.
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Me:"No,thatcan'tbetrue"

Dr.:"thisisthefourthtestyou'vetook,Idon'tknow

whatelsetosaytoyou,youarepregnantMiss

Lebona"

Me:"Ijustdon'tunderstand,wewereverycareful,I

can'tbepregnant"

Dr.:"youstillinearly,wecannowpreventwhat

happenedlasttime"

Ilookupathim

Me:"Idon'twanttogothroughthisagain,Ineedtot



ridofitbeforeitstartsgrowing,I'mnotgoing

throughthisagain"

Dr.:"MissLebona,youdon'thavetogothroughwhat

youwentthrough,wecansavethebabythistime"

Tearsstreamdownmyfaceasthatpaincomes

backagain

Me:"howdidthisevenhappen,wehavebeen

careful,hepromisedmewewon'tgetpregnanttill

afterwemarried"

Dr.:"marriagewillnotchangetheproblemthough"

Me:"whatwillbethedifferencethistimehuh?I've

triedallyourtreatmentsnothinghasworked,I'mnot

havinganotherwonderfulmanleavemebecauseof

this,I'llmakeanappointmenttogetridofthisbaby,

we'lldealwithfailedpregnancieswhenwemarried,

he'llunderstandbetterthenandwillbeopento

otheroptions,he'smostlikelytosupportmeashis

wife,notwhileI'mstilljustagirlfriendeasytodump.

Ilovethisman,andI'mnotlosinghimoverthis"

IholdinmytearsasIgetup



Me:"I'llsetmynextappointmentwiththe

receptionist"

Iwalkoutthedoorandpassthereceptionistwho

helpsmesetanotherappointment,Iwalkoutthe

buildingheadingstraightformycarasfastasI

could.

Igetinclosingthedoorandthrowingmypurseby

thepassengerseatasIbreakdownleaningonthe

steeringwheel.

WhyGod,whyisthishappeningtome,Ishouldbe

happyaboutthis.

it'ssomethinghe'dreallybeexcitedabout,he'd

probablycutthiswholetestandmarryme.

Isitupasthelightbulbabovemyheadlitsup.

That'sit,IshouldjusttellhimI'mpregnant,thenwe

canspeeduptheweddingprocess,we'lldealwith

theconsequenceslater,ashusbandandwife.

Itakemyphoneandmakeacall

"Mybabygirl"

IbreakdownonceagainasIfeelapainfulclenchin



mychest

"Heyheywhat'swrongNana?"

Me:"Mom,it'shappeningagain...

"What'shappeningagainnanawhatareyoutalking

about?"

Me:"I'mpregnantmah,I'mpregnant"

"Ohno,Izzie,howdidyouletthathappen,yousaid

youweregoingtoclosetourtubes"

Me:"Iknow,butIthoughtmaybe...

"Maybewhat?Amiraclewouldhappen?"

Me:"thisisthemostimportantthingtoTrue"

"Butyoucan'tgiveittohim,youcan'tevergiveitto

anyone,remember?"

Me:"thedoctorsaysit'sstillpossible"

"(Sighs)Izzie,don'tputyourselfthroughthis,tell

thatmanthetruth,helovesyou,therearemany

morewaystohavebabies"

Me:"I'lltellhimI'mpregnant,I'lltellhimaboutthe



conditionafterwegetmarried"

"Soyouwanttotraphiminamarriageyouknow

verywellhe'llnotbehappyin,speciallyifitturns

outhewantskidsmorethanhewantsyou,NanaI

wantyoutomarrysomeonewholovesyou,withall

yourflaws,ifTruecan'tmarryyoubecauseofyour

flawsthenhedoesn'tdeservethebestpartsofyou"

Me:"butmummy...(crying)...Ilovehim,Idon'twant

tolosehim"

"Ifyoureallylovehim,you'lltellhimthetruth,andif

hereallylovesyou,youwon'tlosehim,youdon't

deservetobeinalovelessmarriagebecauseofa

situationyoucan'tchange,trustme,it'llbea

miserablelife"

Ishakemyhead,momdoesn'tunderstandhow

muchthatmanwantsababy,theminuteItellhimI

can'tgivehimone,hewon'teventhinktwice,he

can'teventellmethathelovesme.I'lldefinitely

losehim.

Me:"okaymum,I'llcallyoulater"

"Youarestillveryyoungmybaby,youbeautifuland



anymanwouldbeluckytohaveyou"

Ismilenoddingandsniffing

"Iloveyouokaytellmewhenyou'vethought

carefullyaboutwhatyougoingtodo"

Me:"Iwill,Iloveyoutoo,bye"

Ihangupandburrymyfaceonthesteeringwheel

crying

.

.

.

TRUE

.

.

.

Me:"wehavetomakeourviewerstogrowcloseto

thecharacter,that'swhyit'sbestifshetellsthe

storyinherheadexplainingitfromthefirstperson

pointofview,explainingherthoughtswith



everythingshedoes,theyshouldfeelherpainand

sympathizewithher,believethatshe'sreally

innocent,thestorywillstartwithherinjailtelling

herlawyerwhathappened,asthemoviegoesonwe

followwhatsheistelling....thenboom,attheend,

whenthelawyerwinsthecaseforher,thatshe's

innocentandweneedtomakesureeveryone

believesshe'sinnocentthroughoutthemovie,she's

free,everyoneishappyforher,thenonlyisit

revealedthatshe'stheonewhomassmurdered

herwholefamily,andthatwasnotherfirstcaseof

murder,itwasjustthefirstoneshe'sbeencaught.

Thelawyeralsofindsoutandfleesthecountryin

freethathewasnextashewasstartingtofallfor

heronlytofindshefindsjoyinmurderingtheones

sheloves...astoryaatruepsychopath...

Director1:"that'stheperfectplottwistandending,I

loveit....

Assistantwriter:"howaboutitendswith"fiveyears

later"she'smarriedtosomeoneelseandshe's

alreadyplanninghismurder"

Me:"Iloveit,theviewerswillfeelbetrayedtohave



supportedher,notknowingtheysupportingacrazy

serialkiller"

Everyoneagreeswiththeplotandthestoryline

Me:"weneedreallygoodactorsforthismovie,at

thesametimeIdon'twantpeoplewhoaretoo

famous,Iwantfreshnewfaces,giveotheractorsa

chance,there'samazingtalentoutthere,Iwantto

makemyownmoviesuperstars...butwewillhave

atleastoneortwoalreadyhypedmoviestarsjust

toattractpeople,oneofthemcouldbethecrazyold

womanwho'sbeentellingthetruththewholetime

butnoonebelieveshercauseshehasamental

disorderandtheothercouldplaythedetectivewho

workedtirelesslytogetthiswomaninjail....butthe

restofthemaincharactersshouldbenewfaces"

Director2:"we'llauditionsomeofthewellknown

Hollywoodmoviestarswho'llbeperfectforthese

rolls"

Ismiletomyself,Ican'tbelieveIcannowaffordto

makesuchhighbudgetfilms,thisisonlythe

beginning.I'mgoingtomakesurethismovie



becomesbig,itwillbeshotinSouthAfricaright

hereinCapetownandalsointheunitedstatesin

thehoodofNewYork.

Wecontinuedwithwritingasnewideascameabout

forthemoviemakingourscriptsomuchbetter.

Myphonevibratesfrommytable

IpickitupassoonasInoticethecaller

Me:"kiddo"

"HeyGrandpops,Ihopeyougettingreadyforyour

date"

Me:"mydate?....

Icheckthetime,andit'sonlynowthatIrealizeit's

verylate

"Youhavethirtyminutesleft,don'ttellmeyoustill

working?"

Me:"I'mintheoffice,losttrackoftime"

"Ohno,you'llhavetojustcomestraighttomethen

wegotoyourdate,you'llhavenotimetofreshen

up"



Me:"areyoutryingtosayIain'tfresh?"

Shelaughsmakingmesmile

"Whatevergrandpajustgetherealready,Ihaveour

ultrasonicspeakersready"

Me(laughing):"okay,letmewrapuphere,I'llbethere

inafewminutes"

"Okaydon'trunheretoofastgrandpa,youmight

sprainyourjoints"

Me:"hahaha....

Ilaughsarcasticallybeforedroppingthephone

.

.

.
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Me:"yeahman,I'mdonefortheday,we'vebeenhere



allday"

Ludwe:"I'llstayhereandcrossnight"

Me:"aytyoudothat,I'mgoingtogetsomethingto

eatandsomerest,I'llreviseinthemorning"

Ipackupmystuff,we'vebeeninthelibrary

studyingallday,it'shectic,examshavealready

startedandI'llbeveryoccupiedforthesecoming

weeks.

IwasabouttodrivehomebutIwasdesperately

missingmyBambi,itwoulddomegoodto

sleepoveratherplace,it'llalsoreleasethestress

andanxietyIhaveforaboutthispaperI'mwriting

tomorrow,shealwaysknowshowtocalmmedown,

it'llevenbebetternowthatweinamoreopen

relationship,there'snomoreholdingback,wecan

befullyfreearoundeachother.

Iparkmybikenexttothehousetakingoffmy

helmet.

MyphoneringsjustasIlockmybike

Me:"Sbahle"



"Heybabe,howyoudoing?"

Me:"I'mdoinggood,justabitstressed,youknow

howexamsare"

"Awbabe,I'msorry,youshouldcomeoversoyou

canreleasesometension"

Me(chuckles):"Nah,Ijustneedtofocus,Itoldyou

Sbahle,I'mnotreadyfortherisk,andgettingintoa

relationship,Idon'twanttoleadyouon,ifyou

choosetocontinuewithmeit'llonlybeaboutthe

sex,there'snothingmoreIcanoffertoyou"

"(Sighs)Idon'tunderstandwhycan'tyougivemea

chance,IreallylikeyouZeke,andyouarebreaking

myheart,Ihavesomuchlovetogive,Iwashoping

you'dletmein,I'mnotaskingyoutolovemeback

justyetinreturn,butletmeshowyouhowIwantto

treatyou,don'tyouwant...

Me:"ayiSbahleawukahle,calmyourtitis,Ialready

toldyouthis,siyikhulumilenjelendaba,yinmanje

inkinga?I'mnotreadyforallthat,soit'seitheryou

takewhatyoucangetorleaveit,endofstory,bye"

Iclickmytonguehangingup



Iclosemyeyestakinginadeepbreath,

IwasabouttogetinsidewhenInoticeablack

fancycarflashingheadlightsthroughthegate

shiningthroughthehouse,thelightsgooffaftera

whileasitjustparksthere,it'sprobablyoneofthe

girlsboyfriendorsomething.

Itakeoutacigarettefrommypocketandlititupfor

aquicksmoke.

Iwalkuptothegate,thecardooropensandabig

darkmanwithafullbeardstepsoutdressedin

black,waitaminute,that'sthatMasekoniggar.

Whatthehellishedoinghere.Hewalkstowards

thegateandwaves

True:"hey...

Me:"hi...

True:"I'msorryforparkingoutherelikethis,I'mhere

topickupalady"

Me:"oh?Youhaveadate?"

True:"yes,Iguessyoucouldcallitthat(laughs)..."

Helaughslikehejustsaidajoke,that'snotfunny.



Me:"okay,whichladyareyoutaking,there'sso

manyladiesinthishouse"

True:"I'mactuallyhereforMissNewton"

IlookathimupanddownasIfeelmybloodboil,I

throwmycigaretteandwalkbackinthehouse

Iwalkinherroomwithoutknockingandfindher

fixingherhair,welcomedbythefemininescentof

hercologne,whichisverysexuallyintoxicating,she

smellslikesomethingIcouldjusteatupandravish.

Me:"mmhwasemuhlekangakaebsukukanje?"(You

lookingsobeautifulsolateatnight?)

Shesmilesblushinglookingatme

Mimie:"youshouldspeakZulumoreoften,I'ddrop

mypantieseverytime"

IlaughasIpullherclosertome

Me:"wouldyou?"

Mimie:"mostdefinitely"

Shesayswrappingherarmsaroundmyneck,she

pecksmylips



Me:"awukhumulekesibone"(takethemoffandlet's

see)

Shegiggleslookingdownandburiesherfaceshyly

onmyneck

Mimie:"okaynotrightnow,Ihavetogorightnow"

Sheliftsherheaduplookingatmeandpecksmy

lips

Me:"whereyougoing?"

Ipeckherlips

Mimie:"I'mjustgoingoutwithafriend,I'mhelping

himoutwithsomething,butI'llbeback"

Shesayspeckingmylips

Me:"oh,soyoudating?"

Shefrownsinconfusion

Mimie:"Idon'tknowwhichpartofwhatIjustsaid

soundedlikeIsaidIwasdating?"

Me:"Naomihe'soldenoughtobeyourfucken

father!...



Shetakesafewstepsback

Mimie:"okay,youshoutingatmenow...holdup"

Me:"Ican'tletyougooutthislatewithstrangers,

youbarelyknowtheguy,andjustbecausehe's

famousdoesn'tcountasknowinghim,doyouknow

howthesefamousmenwithmoneydotonaive

stupidfloozyyounggirls?Theyflashtheirmoney

andlifestyleatthemknowingthatyouwillfallonly

togetthatonethingfromyou,becauseheknows

womenhisagearealltornoutandloose...

Herfacedropsasshelooksatmewithhurtinher

eyes

Mimie:"didyoujustcallmenaivefloozyand

stupid?"

Iblinkafewtimesandmyheartskipsabeatinfear

asIrealizewhatIjustsaid,Imoveclosertoher

Mimie:"afloozy?Really?...

Me:"Naomi...

Mimie:"don'ttouchme...

Me:"I'msorryNaomi,Ididn'tmeanit,Ididn'tmean



you...

Mimie:"fuckyouZeke"

Shetakesherbagandafewgadgetequipmentthat

wasonthetableputtingitinherbagbeforewalking

outandslammingthedoorsohardthewindows

madeasound.

Fuck!Irunoutfollowinghertryingtoapologize,but

shegetsinhiscarandtheyspeedoff.

Me(angrily):"fuuuckk!!...

Iscreamkickingthewallbehindmewhichhurtsme

likeabitchasoneofmytoesmakeacracking

sound.Ilimpbacktoherroom.

DamnZekecouldn'tyoucontrolyourtemperjust

thisonce.Ijustdon'ttrustthatmanandIthinkhe's

usingthefactthatNaomiworshipshimasan

advantage,he'swayolder,hecanonlywantone

thingfromher,I'mnotjustgoingtowatchhimplay

mybestfriendlikethat,notinamillionyears.

ButrightnowIcan'tbehere,soIgetonmybikeand

headtomyplace.



.

.

.
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Ilookather,shewasfumingwithherarmsfolded,

I'veneverseenhersomad,she'susuallysobubbly

andwouldhavesaidsomethingtooffendmeby

now.

Me:"iseverythingokay?"

Naomi:"Idon'twanttotalkaboutit"

Me:"Ican'tgoonthisdatewithyoulikethis,we

shouldcancelandgogetsomeicecreamor

something,dosomethingthat'llmakeyoufeel

better"

Shelooksatmeasatearfallsdownherface,Ipark

thecartothesideoftheroad



Me(worriedly):"heyhey,what'shappeninghere?

What'swrong,whyyoucrying?"

Shewipesoftheonetearthatescaped

Naomi(sadly):"IwasinsuchagoodmoodtodayI

promiseyou,theonepersonwhoisthereasonof

mygoodmoodjustcomesandruinsit"

Me:"I'msorrytohearthat,whatdidhedo?"

Naomi:"hesaidsomehurtfulthingstome,he

insultedme,ithurtmyfeelings"

Itakeherhandandsqueezeitabit

Me:"I'msurehedidn'tmeanit,anditwasprobably

comingfromaplaceofhurtinhisheartthathe

didn'tthinkofhowitwouldsoundtoyou,ithappens

sometimesthatwesayhurtfulthingstothepeople

welovebecausewearehurtingourselvesandwe

wantthemtofeelthepainwefeel,butitneverends

wellspeakingfromaplaceofangerorhurt,I'm

sorryhesaidthethingshesaidtoyou,butI'msure

hewillapologizeandexplainwhyhedidthat,

becausehecaresaboutyou"



Shelooksatmeforawhileandalittlesmilesforms

inthecornerofherlips

Me:"nowtakeadeepbreath"

Shetakesadeepbreathcalmingdownandfully

smiles

Naomi:"spokenlikeatrueancientgrandpa,fullof

wisdomlearntthroughthemanyyearsoflifeliving

withdinosaurs"

Iburstintolaughter

Me:"wow,remindmetoneverbesympatheticwith

you"

Naomi(smiling):"youwentfullmushymodeonme,

ncwoo,wedefinitelybestiesnow,youshouldletme

postyouandmakeitknownI'mbestieswithTrue

Maseko"

Me(laughing):'hellno,younotpostinganything"

Shemakesasadface,Ishakemyhead

disagreeing

Shesqueezesmyhandwhichwasstillholdinghers



Naomi:"wellyoucanforgetaboutgettingyourhand

backnow,I'mneverlettinggoofit,infactIshould

chopitoffbecausepeoplearenevergoingto

believemewhenItellthemMrAldoTrueMaseko

washoldingmyhand"

Iyankmyhandoffherlaughing

Me:"leavemethehellalonepsycho"

ShelaughsoutloudasIstartthecaranddriveoff,

andshe'sback!

Naomi:"ohmyGosh,okay,lookwhatIgotforus,

thiswillhelpmeheareverythingfromadistance.....

Ichucklelookingatherandnoddingasshe

continuestalkingnonstop

.

.
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Iwassittingattheotherendoftherestaurant

drinkingchampagneasIwatchedhimashewas



sippingonhischampagnewaitingonhisdate

True:"she'slate,firstredflag"

Me:"it'sokayforaladytobefashionablylate"

True:"pshnothingisfashionableaboutbeinglate"

Abeautifulclassyladywalksthroughthedoorina

reddresshuggingherhourglassfigure,herlong

hairglazingaboveherwaist,thewaitressshows

hertohertable

Me:"sshhhshe'shere,standup!"

Helooksaroundandspotsherthenstandsup

openingthechairforher,theyshareaquickhug

Me:"mmhsoyouhaven'tlostyourchivalryyoujust

ajerktome"

Hecovershismouthholdinghislaughter

Woman:"istheresomethingfunny?"

True:"No,notatall"

Me:"tellhershelooksbeautiful"

True:"youlookbeautiful"



Woman:"thankyou,andyouarehandsome"

True:"thankyou"

Me:"smile!"

Hesmilesashiseyeslandonmegivingmeafrown,

Iwigglemyeyebrowsathim

Helooksdownholdinginhislaughbeforelooking

atthegirl

True:"sohaveyoudecidedonwhatyou'dliketo

eat?"

Woman:"I'llhaveachickensaladwithtoastedgarlic

bread"

Hewavesforthewaitressandshetakestheirorder

Me:"garlicbread?Who'slipsdoesshethinkshe'll

kisswithgarlicbreath?"

Heburstsintolaughterasthewaitressandthe

womanlooksathimasifhe'scrazy.Hestops

laughinglookingatthem

True:"sorry,justrememberedaninsidejoke"

Thewaitresswalksaway



Woman:"whatisthejoke?"

True:"excuseme?"

Woman:"you'vebeenamusedsinceIgothere,what

isthejoke,pleasedoshare"

True:"thejoke?"

Hiseyeshelplesslylandonme

OkaythinkthinkNaomi,ajoke,Zeketellsmejokes

allthetime,oh...

Me:"askher,whatdoyoucallcheesethat'snot

yours...

True:"whatdoyoucallcheesethat'snotmine?...

Me:"No,yours!That'snotyours..

True:"Imeanyours,whatdoyoucallcheesethat's

notyours?"

Woman(confused):"...uhmIdon'tknow?"

Me:"Nachocheese!...

HeburstsintolaughterandsodoIcausingmeto

chokeonmydrinkasIlaughlouder,sheturnsto



lookmywaybutIquicklyturnaroundtofacethe

otherway

Woman:"areyougoingtotellme?"

True(laughing):"Nachocheese!!Getit?Nacho

cheese!....

Shelooksathimconfusedaswecontinuelaughing,

hislaughterissocontagiousIcouldn'thelpbut

laughaspeoplestartinglookingtowardshistable

Me(whisperingwhilelaughing):"stopstoplaughing,

youembarrassingyourself"

Hetriestocontainhimselfashesitsupstraight

andsipsonhisdrink

True:"anyway,didyougetit?"

Woman:"No,Ididn'tgetit"

Me:"wowthegarlicsheeatsmust'velongkilledthe

senseofhumor"

Hecovershismouthandsipshisdrinkavoidingto

laughandjustthentheirfoodarriveandshe

immediatelydivesinforthegarlicbread



HelookstowardsmeandIwasalreadyinstitches

True:"excuseme,IneedtheMen's"

Hegetsupandcallsmewithhisheadtofollowhim.

Iwaitforhimtodisappearintothepassagebefore

gettingupwithmystuffandheadingtowardsthe

restrooms

BeforeIknowitI'mpulledthroughthedoorashe

quicklylocksit.

Ilookathimconfusedbutthesmirkonhisface

causesmetoburstintolaughteraswebothlaugh

ourgutsout.

Welaughsomuchthatwewererunningoutofair

holdingontoeachotherforbalanceourkneesweek,

themoreIlookedathisfacethemoreIgotweaktill

wewereonourkneesonthefloor,Itriedtogetout

asentencebutwasfailing,ourlaughswerenowout

ofourcontrolastheroomfellsilentbecausewe

wereoutofbreathjustcryinginlaughter

.

.
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Me:"youshouldn'thavecomehere"

Sbahle:"Ineededtoseeyou,youdidn'tsoundwell

overthephone"

Isighlookingatmytextbook

Shesitsonthebednexttome

Sbahle:"Ididn'tknowyouwearreadingglasses,

theylooksocuteonyou"

Me:"thanks"

Sbahle:"aren'tyouhungry?"

IwasplanningonhavingdinnerwithBambibutthat

oldmanstoleherfromme

Me:"didyoubringsomething?"

Sbahle:"No,butIcouldtrycooksomethingreal



quick,doyouhavechicken?"

Me:"yeahIdo"

Sbahle:"riceorpap?"

Ilookather

Me:"youreallycancooklikethat?"

Sbahle(laughs):"youunderestimateme,I'm

responsibleforChristmasmealsathome,Ican

cookanything,it'smyfavoritethingtodo"

Ismilesurprisedbyherinterestincooking,you

wouldn'ttellwiththenailsalwaysdone,thelong

hairalwaysdone,she'salwaysslaying.

Me:"Idon'tbelieveyou,butyoucancookup

something,justdon'tburnmyhousedownplease"

Sbahle:"pshboyplease"

Shegetsupandheadstothekitchen

Sbahle(shoutingfromthekitchen):"Nicecosyplace

yougothere!"

Igetupandheadtothekitchen



Sbahle:"ohhey,Iwassayingyouhaveaniceplace"

Me:"really?It'snotreallywhatyouusedto"

Shelooksatmewithafrownonherface

Sbahle:"andwhatmakesyouthinkthat"

Me:"yourplaceisinthesuburbsandiswaybigger

andnicerthanmydump"

Sbahle:"ohwowokay,firstly,it'snotabouthowthe

houselooksontheoutside,lookhowneatthis

placeis,everythingisinorder,itlooksnice,andjust

becauseIloveinanicebighousedoesn'tmeanI've

alwayslivedlikethat,youknowI'mhumantoo,I

startedfromthebottomlikeeveryoneelse"

Me:"oh?...

Sbahle:"yeah...Ithinkyou'vejudgedmefrommy

appearancewaytoomuch,butIunderstand,Iget

thatalot"

Ilookdownshamefully

Me:"I'msorry"

Sbahle:"it'sfine"



Shecontinueschopping

Me:"canIhelpyouwithanything?"

Sbahle:"yeah,youcanboilwaterforpap"

Me:"okay"

Itakethekettleandboilwater.

IwonderifNaomiisbackfromher..whatevershe

wenttowiththatman,Ireallymissedhertodayand

waslookingforwardtospendingtimewithher.

Iwon'tliemyfeelingsarebruised,shedidn'teven

tellmepriorthatshehadplanstonight,shehasa

newridethatshegoeshomewithnow,newfriends

shehangsoutwith,IrememberIwastheonly

personsheknewandwascomfortablearound,now,

Ifeellikeshedoesn'tneedmeanymore.Idon't

knowormaybeIjustdon'tlikesharingherandI

guessthat'sselfishofme.

Sbahle:"thereyougozoningoutonme,what's

goingoninthatheadofyours?"

Me:"justsomeonestuckinmymind"

Shelooksatmewithaflashofdisappointment



Sbahle:"wellit'sobviouslynotme,who'sthelucky

girlstuckinyourmind?"

Me:"itdoesn'tmatter,tellmeaboutyou,yousayyou

startedatthebottom,howwasthatlike,the

bottom?"

Shesighsthrowingherchoppedveggiesinthepot

andspicing

Sbahle:"Ididn'thaveiteasygrowingup,mymom

passedawaywhenIwastwoyearold,soIdon't

reallyknowher,andmyfatherhasafamilyofhis

ownwhichI'mnotpartof...

Me:"ouch,I'msorryaboutthat...

Sbahle:"Itscool,IwasraisedbymyAunt,shehas

twoofherownkids,onewhoisolderthanmeand

theotherwho'syoungerthanme,makingmethe

middlestepchild,imaginethat...

Me:"andhow'sthatbeenforyou..

Sbahle:"youknowmyAunttriedtotreatmelikeher

ownbecauseyouknowshetookmewhileIwasstill

ababy,butgrowingup,I'vealwaysfeltsidelined,



andyouknowthere'sbeenmistreatmenthereand

there,IfeellikeIwasnotlovedatthesamelevelas

theothers,eventhewordsthatcomeoutofher

mouthwhenshe'sangryaboutsomethingtowards

me,wereverypoisonous,sheabusedme,not

physicallybutemotionally,mademefeellikea

burden,herangertowardsmyfatherfornoteven

supportingherwithmejustmadehermorebitter

towardsme...I'veneverfeltlove,likerealtrue

unconditionallove,notfrommyfamilynotfrom

anyone,andyouknow,somedayI...(tearsescapes

fromhereyes)somedayIwouldliketoexperience

Love,youknow,IfeellikeI'velookedforlovefrom

thewrongplacesandpeoplebecauseIdon'tknow

howit'ssupposedtobelike,andIguesssometimes

Imightcomeacrossasdesperate,butI'mhonestly

justakindlovingpersonandIgiveoutsomuch

lovetowardspeopleinhopesofgettingitback,bitit

neverhappens...butIdon'tletthatgettome,

becauseIbelievethatsomeday,I'llfindsomeone,

who'llshowmetheloveIdeserve"

Shefansherselfwithherhandsasthetearsfall



uncontrollably

Sbahle:"I'msorry,pleaseexcuseme"

Shewalksouttowardsthebathroom

Ididn'texpectthiscomingfromagirllikeSbahle,I

feellikeajerkjudgingherbyherlooksandtreating

herthewayI'vetreatedher.IguessI'vebeenso

consumedbymyownissuesthatI'veblockedout

everyotherperson'sfeelings,thewayI'vebeen

treatingotherwomenasiftheydon'thavefeelings,

Sbahlejustmademerealizethat,womenarealso

humanbeingsnomatterhowbeautifulorrich

they're,Ineedtostartrespectingotherpeople's

feelings.

Ijustdon'tknowifIcouldeverfullytrustanyone,

peoplehavealwaysdeceivedme,that'swhyI've

alwayspreferredjustbeingonmyown.

Shewalksbackin

Sbahle:"I'msorryaboutthat,Ididn'tmeantogetall

emotional"

Iwalkuptoherandgiveherahug



Me:"youdon'thavetoapologize,Iunderstand"

Sheholdsontometightly

Me:"youdeservesomuchbetter,somuchbetter...

.

.

.

Izzie

.

.

.

I'vebeentryingtocallTruebuthisphonehasbeen

off.

Thiswholetesthasbeendrainingmeemotionally,

notbeingabletotalkorseehimhasbeenvery

stressful,wonderingwhathe'sdoingwithwho,I

justneedtoseehimjustoncesoIcanknowwestill

onthesamepagewitheachother,doeshestill

wantme,doeshestillhavethesameintentions

withme.Thisexperiencehasjustmademefeelso



overwhelmedandmyinsecuritiesaretakingthe

bestoutofme,I'monthevergeofquittingthis

wholethingandbudgingintohishouse,butIdon't

wanttobecomethatcrazyobsessedgirlfriendwho

hastrustissues.TowinhisheartIhavetolethim

havethisjourneythathe'sputtingusthrough,I

hopeheseeshowmuchhemeanstomeandwill

comebackandchoosemeonceagain.

.

.

.

TRUE

.

.

.

Me:"hurryup!"

Ihavealreadyjumpedoutthetoiletwindowafter

muchstruggling,Iwasnowhelpingherjumpoff.

Naomi(laughing):"I'mtrying!Ican'tbelievewedoing



this!"

ShefallsovertotheothersidebutIquicklycatch

heraswebothfalltothefloorlaughing.

Sheplacesherhandsonmychestforbalance

Naomi(lookingintomyeyes):"whatifweget

caught?"

Me:"thenwebetterstartrunning"

Shegetsupandpullsmyhandhelpingmeup

Naomi:"okaywe'llhavetogotheotherway"

Me:"waitIwanttoseeifshe'sstillthere"

Naomi:"we'llgetcaught"

Me:"don'tworryaboutit"

Naomi:"okay,youtherichone,soyou'llbailusout

injail"

Wewalkaroundtothefrontoftherestaurantand

noticeherstillsittingtherewaitingandlooking

arounduncomfortably

Naomi:"ohnooTrueyoudidherbad,lookathershe



keepslookingtowardsthebathroom"

Me:"Iwasn'tfeelingheranyway...

Shelooksaroundandhereyeslandonourdirection

Me:"shit!...

Shepointsatus...

Naomi:"Run!....

Werunallthewaytotheparkinglot,wegetinthe

carandspeedoff.

Me(laughing):"thatwascrazy!"

Naomi(laughing):"myGodIcan'thandleallthis

adrenaline!"

Iwasdrivinginfullspeedbutnotsurewheretoas

wewerestillrunningasfarawayfromthat

restaurantaspossible

Me:"sowheretonow?"

Naomi:"wellmypresenceonthisdatewasanepic

fail"

Me(laughing):"Ithinkitwentprettywell,thebest



datesofar"

Naomi(laughing):"wow,youjusthappynonofthis

isworking"

Iparkbythebeachwiththeseaview

Me:"Ithinkthisistheperfectplacetocatchour

breath"

Naomi:"perfect"

Shegetsoutofthecarandwalkstowardsthehill

leaningagainstthefrontofthecar

Istandbesideherleaningagainstthecar

Naomi:"thisonlinedatingisclearlynotworkingout,

Ineedanotherstrategy"

Me:"Ilikeyourresistance,butyounotgoingto

makemefallNewton"

Naomi:"we'llseeaboutthat"

Ilookatherasshestaresintothesea

I'veneverhadawomanchallengemelikethis

before,shedoesn'tbackdowninwhatshebelieves

in,thatisanattractivetraitaboutheramongst



beingafreespirit,lovablesenseofhumorandan

awesomepersonality,nowIreallyhopeshefinds

theLovethatshe'sfightingfor.

Sheturnsherheadtome

Naomi(smiling):"IfeelyoustaringatmeMrMaseko,

what'sonyourmind?"

Me:"nothingmuch,it'sjust,I'veneverhadthatmuch

funinaverylongtime,I'veneverdoneanything

rebelliouslikethat"

Naomi(laughs):"soyou'vealwaysbeenagood

followtheruleskindaboy"

Me:"yeah,Iguessyoucansaythat,IjustI'velosta

lotataveryyoungage,andIjustdidn'thavethat

opportunitytobeayoungboyandmessup,make

mistakesrebel,Ijusthadtobeamansoquickly

andgetmylifetogethersothatInevergothrough

whatIwentthroughandbuildabetterfuturefor

myself,youknow.."

Shenodsunderstanding

Naomi:"Iunderstand,andnowhereyouarejumping



intomarriageyetyouhaven'tevenhadachanceto

live...okay,weneedtochangethat,fortheoneand

ahalfmonthwehaveleft,youarelettinggoandlive

lifealittle,lifeistooshorttobeperfectTrue"

Ismilelookingbackattheview

Me:"Idon'tknowaboutthatNewton,I'maverybusy

man"

Naomi:"yethereyouare,withme"

Ilookatherandshewinksatme,Ilaughlooking

awayfromherplayfulintoxicatingeyes

Me:"okaay...Ithinkit'shometimenow"

Naomi:"awwIwasstillenjoyingtheview"

Me:"Idon'twanttospendanothermomentwithyou

rightnow"

Shegaspsshocked

Naomi:"what?WhydidIdosomethingtoupset

you?"

Me(Chuckles):"NotatallIdon'tthinkyoucouldever

upsetme,Ijustneedmybed"



Naomi:"yourGrandpabonescan'ttakethismuch

fun?"

Ilaugh

Me:"youhavenoidea"

WegetinthecarandIdrivehertoherplacein

silence

Ifeelherhandonmine,Ilookatitthenupather

Naomi:"I'msorryifIdidsomethingthatmadeyou

feeluncomfortable,Ididn'tmeanto,Ijustwantyou

tobeyourselfandnotholdback,soonyou'llbe

marriedandIdon'twantyoutowakeuponeday

andrealize,damn,Ididn'tliveatall,marriage

shouldn'tbeamistake,butifyoufeellikeyoudon't

wanttodothiswholethreemonthsthingwithme

anymore,thenI'mnotgoingtostopyou"

Imovemyhandawayfromhers

Me(clearsthroat):"it'snothingyoudid,youjust

mademeseeadifferentsideofmyselftoday,andI

guessthatscaresmeabit,seeingthatlittleboyin

melaughingandbeinghappyafterI'velockedhim



upforsolong,Iguessit'smakingmeabit

emotional,Idon'tmeantomakeyoufeel

uncomfortable,Istillwanttocontinuethisthree

monthsthingwithyou"

Shesmilesnodding

Naomi:"cool,then...Grandpa"

WelaughasIparkthecaroutsideherplace

Me:"Ihadanamazingnight"

Naomi:"metoo"

Me:"tomorrowwediscussingnumberthreeonthe

list"

Naomi(sighs):"ohboi,okay,I'llseeyoutomorrow

then"

Me:"goodnight"

Naomi:"goodnight"

Shegetsoutofthecarandheadsinsidethehouse,

onceIwassureshe'ssafeIspeedofftomyplace

.



.

.
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•

•

Zekewasn'ttherewhenIgottomyroomlastnight,I

wasexpectinghimtobetheresowecouldtalkget

passedlastnightandhecouldcuddlemeallnight.

Apartofmeisstillmadathimforinsultingmelast

night,butIdon'twanttostaymadforever,we

alwaysresolvethingsquicklybecauseIdon'tlike

havingahurtfulfeelingforalongperiodoftime.

Ithoughthewould'vecalledmebynowastheday

isalmostcomingtoanendandhehasn'ttalkedto

me,itreallymakesmyhearthurtwhenhedistances

himselffrommelikethiseverytimewegoing

throughsomething.

Stella:"heshould'vecalledyoubynow,he'stheone

whowaswrong"

Me:"Iknow,butIthinkIshouldcallhimfirst,I'm

worriedabouthim"

Stella:"don'tdothatNaomi,Zekemusttake

responsibilityofhisactions,youcan'tkeepbabying



him,heknowswhathesaidtoyou,andheknows

thatithurtyou,sowhythehellshouldyoubethe

onereachingoutfirst?No,fuckthat,Iknowyouthe

onefightingtowinhisheart,buthealsoneedsto

meetyouhalfwaysomehow"

Inodinagreement

Me:"Ijusthateitwhenwefight,Ilovehimsomuch"

Stella:"Iknow,butyouhavetorememberyourself

worth,youareworthasmuchfightingforasyou

givingZeke"

Herwordshithome

Me:"Iknow,it'sjustIknowhowharditisforZeke,

everythinghe'sbeenthrough...Ijust,maybeI'mtoo

understanding,we'vealwaysbeenthereforeach

othersincewe'veknowneachother,andIdon't

know,IjustfeellikeIhavetobealwaystherefor

himeventhoughwenotongoodterms,

because...that'sjustwhatfriendsdoIguess"

Stella:"y'allshareaverystrongbond,andmaybeit

wouldbeokayforyoutoreachoutfirstifyouwere

stilljustfriends,butnowfeelingsareinvolved,you



fallinginloveandinsomesituationsyoujusthave

tostepbackandlethimalsotakecareofyour

feelings"

Ismilelookingather

Me:"Isuchthewisestfriendsever"

Stella:"youhaveawiserfriendapartfromme?"

Ilaughatherjealousface

Me:"Truethegrandpaisalsoverywise,speakingof

True,lastnightwascrazzzzy"

Stella:"tellmeallaboutit"

Inarrateeverythingtoherandwewereboth

laughing

Stella:"itsoundslikeyoujusttoldmearomcom

movie"

Me:"aromcom?Itwasmorecomandabsolutelyno

rombecausehewasnotintothatgirlatall"

Stella:"Idon'tknow,itsoundslikealovestory

brewingtome"

Me:"ofcauseitis,wehelpingeachotherfindloveat



theendoftheday"

Stella:"mhmyeahofcause"

Isquintmyeyesather

Me:"whatisit?There'ssomethingyounottelling

me"

Stella:"you'lljusthavetofigureitoutonyourown"

Irollmyeyesather

Me:"okaywhateverI'mnotgonnabeg"

Wewalkbacktoclassandcontinuewiththerestof

ourday,Icouldn'tconcentratethinkingaboutwhere

Zekewasandwhatwasheupto.

.

.

.

True

.

.

.



Iwasinthewritersroombusyworkingonthescript,

itwascomingtogetherslowlybutsurely

Assistantwriter:"Ithinkbytheendofthismonth,

thescriptwillbedone"

Me:"ithastobe,we'vebeenworkingonitfortwo

monthsnow,thisisthelastmonththenwehaveto

beginwithauditions"

Shenodinagreement

Lungamypersonalassistantwalksin

Lunga:"Sir,Icametoremindyouabouttheinterview

withForbes,thiscomingweekend"

Ismilenodding

Me:"thankyouforthereminder,Idon'tthinkit's

impossibleformetoforgetsuchanimportant

meeting"

Welaugh

Lunga:"I'msoexcitedforyou,Netflixisonourcase,

theywantyoutopartnerwiththemforthisnew

movie,theyknowit'llbebiganddon'twanttomiss

it"



Me:"Netflixcanchillthistime,thisisgoingstraight

totheatersfirstbeforeNetflix,they'llgetitaweek

later,that'sthedealalongwithalltheother

streamingsites"

Lunga:Yesboss,ohalsorealtalkwithAnelewould

likeaninterviewwithyouaswellasExpresso"

Me(sighs):"okay,andwhereinmyschedulewillyou

beabletofitthatin?"

Lunga:"youarefreenextweekMondayforExpresso

andWednesdayforAnele"

Inod

Me:"okay,I'llseetoitthen,IguessrightnowIhave

tofocusonForbesmagazinefirst"

Lunga:"yes,letmeleaveyoutoit"

Hewalksout,Ishakemyheadindisbelief

Icheckmyphoneandthereweremoremessages

fromIzzie

Iwastemptedmorethanoncetocommunicatewith

Izzie,butthatwouldruinthepurposeofthiswhole

thing,Iknowsheprobablywantstotellmeabout



thepregnancyandI'mexcitedaboutthatbutshe's

goingtohavetokeepittoherselfuntiltheendof

thistest.

IscrolltohernumberandcallherasIwalkoutand

headtomyoffice

"OhmyGodTrueIcannotbelievemyeyesrightnow,

I'vebeenwaitingforyourcall"

Me:"heyIzzie,howyoudoing?"

"I'mnotokay,I'mmissingyousobad,it'sgetting

worsewitheachpassingday"

Me:"Imissyoutoo,somuch"

"Iwanttosaylet'scutallthisbullshitandjustbe

together,getmarried,startourfamilyandlives

together....

Me:"Izzie...

"Butbut...Iknowhowimportantthisistoyou,soI'm

goingtowaitforyou,foryoutofigureoutwhatever

youneedtofigureout,butIhopethatI'mstillyour

endgoalasyoupromisedbecauseyouarestill

mine"



Me:"haveyouevenbeentryingtoconnectwith

otherpeople?Datingandseeingotherpeople,

becauseifwedogetbacktogether,youcannever

dateanybodyelsebutme"

"YoutheonlypersonIwishtoeverdate,I'mnot

interestedinanyoneelse"

Me:"youhavetoatleasttryIzzie,youneedtotest

yourheartifisitreallyformeasyoubelieveby

lettingitopentootherpeople"

"Wait,yousaid,Ifwegetbacktogether,whatdoesIf

mean?"

Me:"Izzie,Ireallyneedyoutofocusonyourself,ask

yourselfifdoyoureallywanttogetmarriedandifis

Truethepersonyouwanttowakeupnexttoforthe

restofyourlife,toallowyourselftobuild

connectionswithotherpeoplesoitcantesthow

strongyourconnectioniswithme,I'mnotsaying

cheatonmeandsleepwithothermen,butdon't

closeyourselfoffjustyet,takethisjourneyand

provetoyourselfandyourheartthatit'sonlymeant

foroneperson,becauseI'mdoingthesame,I've



beenonfivedatessofar,andsofar,myconnection

isstillverystrongerwithyou,theyjustkeepproving

tomethatyouaretheonemeantforme,andbythe

endofthis,I'mgoingtoclosemyselfupcompletely

tobejustonlyforyouandyouwilldothesame,

becauseonethingI'mnevergoingtotolerateinour

marriageischeatingorbackstabbing,afterIgave

usachancetofullyexploreyourfeelingsforother

people"

"Okay,Iunderstand,I'lltryseeingotherpeople,butI

knowwheremyheartisat,andIloveyou,Ijust

wantustobetogether"

Me:"andwewillbe"

"(Sniffing)okaythen,Ijustwantedtoknowifyou

stillthinkingaboutme"

Me:"everysingledaybaby,Ithinkaboutyoualot,I

can'tstopthinkingaboutyou"

Welaughatthesametime

"Itfeelssogoodtohearyourvoice"

Me:"itfeelsgoodtohearyoursbabe,Ihopeyou



takinggoodcareofyourself"

"Iam,I'vedecidedtogetmorehealthier,Iwatch

whatIeatnowandI'vecutdownoncoffee"

Me:"that'sgood,gettingthatsummerbodyready"

Iknowthat'snotwhyshe'sbeinghealthybutIhave

toremaincluelessuntilshetellsme

"YeahIguessyoucansaythat"

Me:"okaybaby,Ihavetogetbacktowork,take

care"

"Okay,Iloveyou"

"mncwaa,byebaby"

Ihangupandsighlookingoutthewindow

.

.

.

Naomi

.

.



.

Mydadhasn'tbeencallingmeasmuchashedoes

forthepastfewweeks,wenevergodayswithout

speakingandit'sstartingtoworrymethatI'mthe

onecallinghimmorethanhecallsme.Idon'tknow,

maybeI'moverthinkingbecausewhenwetalkhe

soundscoolasusual,somaybeI'mjustbeingacry

baby.

IwastryingtocallhimbecauseIfeellikeIreally

needhimrightnow,theonlyotherpersonIcare

aboutisavoidingmeandIjustneedoneofthese

menrightnowandtheybothbeingdistantfromme,

it'sreallyhurtingmyfeelingsbecauseiftheynot

goingtobehereforme,thenwhois?Ihavenoone

whomIloveandtrustatthelevelIdoforthem.

Ilockedmyselfupinmyroom,crying,ithurtstobe

ignoredlikethis,Dadisnotpickingupmycallsand

it'sfrustratingandZekehasn'treachedouttome

yet,Idon'tknowwhereheisorwhathe'sdoing.

I'veneverfeltsounwantedbeforeandrightnowI

feellikegoinghomeandfacingmyDadbutIhave



tofocusonschool.

Ijustdon'tunderstandwhat'shappeningrightnow,

Idon'tunderstand...Iwishmomwashere,she'd

neverdistanceherselffrommelikethisever,shed

neverhurtmelikethis.Dadhasalwaysdonethis

aftermompassedaway,ittookawhileforour

relationshiptogettothestronglevelitisrightnow,

thisclosebondwehave,itgotbrokenbutwe've

workedsohardtofixitandnow...nowitfeelslike

he'stakingusbacktothedarkhole,wherewewere

enemiesfornoreasonatall.

Myphoneringsdisturbingmydepressingthoughts.

IlookatitinhopesofitbeingZekeorDadbutit

wasn't,IsighdisappointedtoseeitwasTruecalling

me.

Me(downhearted):"hi"

"whoathatwasdifferent,didIdisturbsomething?"

Me(sniffs):"noyounot,whatdoyouwant?"

"Okaay...uhmIjustwantedtoremindyouaboutour

meetinglater,butIcanhearthatyounotinthe

moodtoday"



Me:"I'mnotinterestedinthelistrightnow,the

personI'mdoingitforisclearlynotinterestedin

me"

"Okay,doyouwanttotalkaboutit?"

Me:"sincewepartedwayslastnightafterhesaid

thosehurtfulwordstome,hehasn'tspokentome

allday,hehasn'ttextedme,Ihaven'tseenhim,I

don'tknowwhereheisorhowhe'sdoing,I'mhere

madathimandalsoworriedabouthim,Idon't

knowifIshouldcallhimornot,thenthere'sthis

othermanwhocallshimselfmyfather,who'sbeen

ignoringmycallsandconstantlymakingexcuses

fornottalkingtome,Ijust....(whinesacry)thetwo

peopleIconsiderasfamilyareshuttingmeoutand

withoutanyreason,whatdidIdowrong?"

"HmIsee,idon'tknowwhattosaytomakeyoufeel

betterbecauseI'mprettysuretheonlywordsyou

wanttohearrightnowarewordsfromthosetwo

men,butofyouneedsomeonetodistractyoufrom

thoseemotionsevenifit'sforalittlewhile,I'vegota

nicesealedbottleofgin,champagne,wine,beers,

whateveritisyoudrink,Ialsoknowthaticecream



helpsmecooldownwhenI'msadandawholelot

ofsnacksandjunkfood,soIcan'tbringthese

thingstoyouoryoucancomeovertomyplace,I

alsohaveagameroom....sooo....Idon'tknow,what

doyouwannado?"

Isniffwipingthetearsoffmycheeks

Me:"youinvitingmetoyourplace?"

"I'mwelcomingyoutocomeofyouwantto,orIcan

cometoyou,whateveryoucomfortablewith"

Me:"youcancomefetchme,yourhousesounds

waycooler"

Helaughslightly

"I'llcomepickyouupthen,justtrynottobetooin

yourthoughtsrightnowandtryputtingyourself

first,ofpeoplefeelliketheyshouldbedistantfrom

you,letthemdealwiththatandjustfocuson

dealingwithyourightnowandwhat'sbestforyou,

andwhat'sbestforyouistostopgivingyourselfa

headacheoverthinkingandtorturingyourselfwith

sadthoughtandjusttakecareofyou,evenifit's

justforafewhours,whentheyreadytotalktoyou



they'llcomeandtalk,don'tpush,Iknowit'shardbut

givethemthatspace,eventuallythetruthwillcome

out"

Inodtakingadeepbreath

Me:"youright,hurryupandcomegetmebeforeI

drowninmydepressionagain"

"(Chuckles)I'llbethereinafew"

Me:"thankyou"

"Byekiddo"

Hehangsup.Isighlookingaroundatallthetissues

onmybed.

IgetupandgofreshenupbecauseIwasamess.I

findanicecomfyoutfittowearwithsleepers,Idon't

reallyfeellikedressingup,it'snotlikeI'mgoingon

adateorhavetoimpressanyone.

MyphonebeepsanditsamessagefromTrue"I'm

outside"

Itakemybag,Ican'tgoanywherewithoutmy

backpack.



IdecidedtoleavemyphonebehindbecauseallI'll

doiskeeponcheckingitwithhighhopesonlyto

getdisappointed.

Imakemywayouttowardshiscarashe'sparked

infrontofthegateasusual,thestaresthiscar

attracts,I'msurepeoplearoundtheneighborhood

thinkIhaveasugardaddyorablesser.

Igetinside

Me(smiling):"hey"

True(smiling):"hey"

Hereversesandspeedsoff,Ilovethewayhetakes

advantageofthevitalityofthespeedofthiscar,

he'safastdriver,,speciallyonthefreeway,Inever

complainbecauseIlovethatrush,Ithoughtdad

wasafastdriverbutTrue,heraceswithcarsthat

arenoteveninaracewithhim,Ilikethathe's

competitiveunknowinglyso.

True(looksatme):"IfeelyoustaringatmeNewton,

what'sonyourmind?"

Ilaughathowheusesmywordsonme



Me:"areyoustilldenyingthatwebestiesnow?"

True:"Noway!I'mnotyourbestieandwillneverbe,

wehaveacompletelyprofessionalrelationshipyou

andI,it'sjustbusiness,afterthesethreemonthswe

goourseparateways"

Mymouthdropsinshock

Me:"whaaat...wowyoukeepdisappointingme

Maseko,Ireallythoughtwe'vepassedthedenial

phase,youjusthavetoadmitthatthiskidisyour

bestfriend"

True:"neverdoingthat,I'mjustanunpaidbabysitter

honestly"

Ilaughaswelistentomusicdrivingtohisplace,his

neighborhoodisverybeautiful,Imeanonlythe

filthyrichstayinHoughton,everytimeyouturnyour

headitsaluxuriousmansionorestate,bigfivestar

hotels,palmtrees,andtheseaview,it'sperfect.My

dadisnotpoorandcanaffordanicelifeforusbut

heisnowhereclosetothiskindofrich.

AsifIhaven'talreadyseenenoughbeautiful

houseswepulluptohisapartment,damn,isallI



havetosay.

Heparksinfrontofhisgarage

HegetsoutofthecarwhileI'mstilltakinginmy

surroundings,heopensthedoorforme

Me(smiles):"oh?Iguessyounotbeingajerktome

anymore"

Herollshiseyes

True:"don'tbedramaticaboutit"

Wewalktowardshismaindoorwithhishand

unconsciouslyrestsaroundmywaistguidingmy

stepstowardsthedoor

True(openingthedoor):"welcometomyhumble

home"

Me(lookingaroundinawe):"there'snothinghumble

aboutthisplace"

Hefinallyremoveshishandfrommywaistassoon

asherealizesandmakeshiswayfurtherinside,I

followbehindhimtakinginthewholehouse

Me:"canIpleeeeeasemoveinwithyou,prettypretty



pleasewithacherryontop?"

Ipleadonmyknees

True:"sinceyouincludedcherriesImeanwhynot,I

coulduseaslavearoundhere"

Me:"yeeyi!I'dbehappytobeyourslave,I'llslaver

aroundthepoolallday,andwhere'sthatgame

roomI'msureIcouldusealotofslavery....

True:"okay,nevermind,no,younevermovingin

here"

HewalkstowardsthekitchenIfollowhim

Me:"it'ssooopretty,canIlookaroundtherestofthe

house?"

True:"helpyourself"

Iheadedupstairsnotleavingasingleroomunseen,

Igettothemasterbedroom,wow,it'sbig,andthe

firstthingInoticeisthatbigwindowtakingupthe

wholewallwiththeviewoftheseawithboatsand

themountainsandtherooftopsofallthebeautiful

housesaround.Thisisacoolplacetostayin,True

hastaste.



Iwalkbackdownstairs

Me:"where'sthegameroomandthetheatre?"

True:"thatway"

Hepointsatapassagetowardsthelounge

Me:"I'llcheckitoutlaterwithyou,I'mtired,your

houseisthatbig"

Helaughsashehandsmeaglassofchampagne

andcarriestherestofthesnackstothelounge

True:"pleasetaketheicecreamfromthefreezer"

Iscreamalittleasthere'sabunchoftinroofice

creamandit'sthevanillaflavorsIlike,Itakeatub

andtwospoonsasIheadtothelounge.

Wedigrightintoallofit,wealmostfinishedthe

wholetuboficecream,wewerenowtakingshots

ofginwedidn'tevenmixit

True:"okay,Ican'ttakenomoreyouwin"

Webothhadtenshotstotakebuthefoldedathis

sixth

Me(laughing):"youjustkeeponprovinghowoldyou



getting"

True:"I'mgettingtiredofyoucallingmeoldchild,do

youknowwhatoldpeopledotodisrespectfulkids

likeyou?"

Me:"nothingbecausetheycouldnevercatchthemif

theyran"

True:"ohreally?"

Me:"yeah"

True(walkingtowardsme):"isit?"

Me(walkingbackwards):"mhm"

HefrightensmemakingmetripbeforeIcouldstart

runningandhecatchesmeimmediately,Iscream

tryingtogetoffhisgripbutitwastootight

Me(laughingoutloud):"okay!!OkayI'msorry

Grandpa!...

True:"stillcallingmeGrandpa?...

Hesitsontopofmethreateningtochokemyneck

ashehadagriponit

Me:"pleasedon'tkillme,Isurrender,okay,younota



grandpa!...

True:"really?WhatamI?...

Me:"youareayoungfreshhandsomeyoungman,

youdon'tlookadayover25,oldmanGrandpawho?

Pshhtalkaboutyoungsexymodel...

HesmilesproudlyasifIjustboastedhisego,I

laughathisdrunksillyface

Me(laughing):"canyouletgoofmenow?Please

veryyounghandsomesir?"

True:"sinceyouasksonicely"

Hegetsoffmelettinggoofmyneck,Irubitalittle

Me:"let'splayagame"

True:"IknowI'myoungsexyhandsomeandallbut

damnkid,don'tyougettired?"

Heasksthrowinghimselfonthecouch,Iburstinto

laughterathowoldhe'sactingrightnowafterhe

forcedmetotellhimhowyounghewas

Me:"itdoesn'trequireyoutomovearound"

True:"thankGodcausemybonescan'ttakeallthis



runningaround"

Me:"ohpleasewiththosemuscles,Ibetthere's

nothingthosemusclescan'thandle"

Helooksatme,ashiseyesmovedownonmeand

backintomyeyesandtheystaythereforawhile,

okay,thatwasawkward,Ilookawayfromhim.

Me(clearsthroat):"aren'tyougoingtoaskmethe

nameofthegame?"

True(eyesstillfixedonme):"what'sthenameofthe

game"

Me(laughs):"okayfirststoplookingatmelikethat"

True:"how?"

Me(shrugs):"Idon'tknow,likethat,likeyoulooking

atthemostamazingjewelryorsomething....

True:"youbeautiful,likejewelry...

Itrytosaysomethingbutwordsfailme,Idon't

knowhowtorespondtohimbecauseforthefirst

timehewasnotteasingme,hewascomplimenting

me



Me:"uhm...

Hesnapsoutofhisthoughtsblinkingafewtimes

True:"shit,I'mdrunkdrunk,sorryifImadeyoufeel

uncomfortable"

Me:"it'sokay...

True:"whatdidyousaythegamewas?"

Me:"TruthorDare....

True:"okaybringit"

Me:"therules,younotallowedtokeepchoosing

truthallthetimeordare,youhavetokeep

exchanging,andifyoucan'tanswertruthfullyordo

thedareyoudrinkashot,gotit?"

Henodswithhiseyesclosed,heisverydrunkright

now,Iguesshe'saweakdrinker,Iguessit'sgood

causedrunkpeoplealwaystellthetruthandI'm

prettydrunkmyself

Me:"I'llgofirst"

True:"okay"

Me:"truthordare?"



True:"becauseI'mTrueI'llgowithtruthfirst"

Ilaughathisexplanation

Me:"okayTrue...whatisyourbiggestsexual

fantasy?"

HeChuckleswithabigsmileonhisface

True:"sexinpublicorinaveryunusuallocation,and

roleplaysex"

Ilaughamusedbyhisanswer,Ididn'texpecthimto

bethiswild

Me:"okay!Interesting,roleplayhuh,likeyoubethe

patientandIbethenursekindastuff"

Helooksatmesmiling

True:"yeah,thatshitissexy"

Me:"haveyoueverdoneanyofthosethings?"

Heshakeshishead

True:"Nah,thegirlsI'vebeenwitharenotthat

adventurous"

Me:"okay!Yourturn"



True:"truthordare?"

Me:"dare"

True:"Idareyoutolapdanceforme"

Mymouthdropsinshock,Ididnotexpecthimto

saythat

Me:"okay,Icandothat"

Heraiseshisbrowssurprisedasifhedidn'tthinkI'd

actuallydoit,onethingaboutme,Ineverback

downonachallenge,drunkornot.

Igetbetweenhislegsandstartmovingmywaist

sidetoside,Imoveitincirclesturningaroundand

havingmyassfacinghim,Igetdownslowlyand

startgrindingonhislap,IstopabitasIdidn't

expecttofeelithardsosoonbutIcontinuedancing

forhim,IturntofacehimasIputmylegsoneither

sidesofhislegssittingontopofhimandcontinue

movingmywaistupanddown,hiseyeswerefixed

onmineastheyweregettingsmalleranddarker,I

feltmyselfgettingarousedbyhisbigharddick

underme,Icouldfeelmyselfgettingweakasmy

heartstartedbeatingfaster,hishandssqueezedmy



buttcheeksspreadingthemapartasheguidedmy

waistpressingitharderonhim.

Amoanescapesmymouthasmyeyesclosed,it

feltsogoodthatIforgotallaboutmymorals,his

handsupanddownmywaistandbackmademe

moreweak,thealcoholwasalsoplayingit'sroleat

shuttingoutallmysensesoflogicandreason,allI

wantedwasonethingrightnow.

True(whispers):"weshouldn'tbedoingthis"

Me:"Iknow"

True:"let'sstop"

Me:"yeah....

Heheldmyneckmovingmyheadclosertohiswith

ourforeheadsrestingoneachother

True:"Iwanttofuckyousobadrightnow"

Me:"mhm...

True:"butIwon'tbecauseIrespectyou....

Hekissesmyforeheadandmovesmeoffhislap,

hestandsupashisdickstretcheshissweatpants



wideleavinganopengabbetweentheelasticofhis

pantsandhiswaist,itwasthatbig.

True:"pleasesleepinanyroomyoufeelcomfortable

in,I'mofftobed"

Hewalksaway,Ithrowmyselfbackonthecouchas

Iwasfeelingsexuallyfrustrated,whatwasI

thinkingdoingthat,Iletmyselfbecometoo

comfortablearoundthisguy.

Fuck!NowIneedZeketotakecareofthisitchbut

he'sbusyactinglikethejerkheis

Me(screamsonthepillowinfrustration):"Ihateyou

Zeke!!Ihateyou!!....

.

.

.

******

ExpectationfeedsFrustration

******

Tobecontinued
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Insert19

•

•

•

•

•

ZEKE

•

•

•

•

•

Ludwe:"youreadyfortoday'spaper?"

Me:"yeah,Ijustcan'twaittillthisisallover"

Ludwe:"onlyonemoreweek"



Me:"thanksforlettingmecrashhere"

Ludwe:"youwelcome,haveyoutalkedtoyourgirl

yet?"

Me:"Ithinkshe'sstillmadatme,IregretthethingsI

saidtoherandseeinghowheartbrokenshewas,I

don'tknowhowI'mgoingtofaceher,thisiswhyI

wasafraidtomakeourrelationshipmorethan

friends,nowIcan'tstandthefactthatIcanbreak

herheartlikethatbylittleslipups"

Ludwe:"that'sjusthowrelationshipsareman,you

makeamistake,youtalkaboutitandapologize,if

shereallylovesyou,she'llforgiveyou,I'mactually

prettysureshe'snowmadatyoufornottalkingto

heralldaymorethanwhatyousaidthatnight"

Me(sighs):"Iknow,I'lltalktoherafterthepaper"

Ludwe:"areyoucatchingfeelings?"

Ifrownlookingathim

Me:"hellno,I'mjustfeelingguiltybecauseIslipped

up,thatdoesn'tmeanI'minlove"

Igetuptakingmybagandkeys



Me:"let'sgocauseIcanseeyou'llstarttalkingyour

rubbishagain"

Wegetonthemotorbikeandspeedofftocampus

.

.

.

NAOMI

.

.

.

Iwokeupwithapoundingheadache,Ifellasleepon

thecouch,Iwasstillinhishouse,Ilooktowards

wheretheslidingdoorshouldbebutthecurtains

werestillclosedmakingtheloungedark.Istandup

andpeakthroughthecurtainswelcomedbythe

sunset

Me(shocked):"what!....

HowlongdidIsleep?Thewholedayjustpassed

meby,whydidn'tTruewakemeup,what'sthetime



anyway?

Irunaroundlookingformyclothes,forsome

reasonIcannotsleepwithclothesonIalwaystake

themoffbeforeIsleep,Ionlysleepinunderwear,

it'swaymorerefreshingandmakesmehavea

peacefulsleep.Ifindthembehindthecouchand

dressupquickly.

ThankGodIwasn'twritingtodayandtomorrowas

well,Idon'tknowwhatIwould'vedonewithmyself.

Icleanupthemessintheloungethatwemadelast

night,Icouldn'tmopasIcouldn'tfindwhereallthe

cleaningthingswereinthisbighouse.

IfoundtheremoteforthecurtainsthankGodand

openedthem,thisviewislife.

Iheadupstairs

Me(callingout):"True!?...

Iwalktowardsthemasterbedroomandknockbut

therewasnoanswer

Ipulldownthehandleandslowlyopenthedoor,he

wasn'tinthebed



Me(lookingaround):"True?...

Iwalkedclosertothebathroomdoorandlistened

forrunningwaterbutdidn'thearanything,Iknocked

buttherewasnoanswersoIopenedanditwas

empty.

Whereisthisman,don'ttellmeheleftmeinthis

houseonmyown.Ididn'tevenbringmyphone.Shit.

Ilookedforhimalloverandrealizedhewasn't

homewhenIsawthathiscarwasnotoutside

whereheparkeditlastnight.

Idecidedtogotakeabathinoneofthebathrooms

luckilytherewerestackedfreshtowelsand

differentkindsofbathsaltsandgels,it'sbeena

whilesinceI'vehadanicebath,myplaceonlyhas

showers.Healsohadlotions,itseemslikehe's

alwayspreparedforguests.

IworemysameoutfitwithnounderwearasI

washedit.

IheaddownstairsandswitchonhisTV,Ilookfor

myfavoriteseriestowatch,Imakemyselffood

fromthekitchen,hehasabunchoffood.Imightas



wellmakemyselfcomfortablesinceIcan'treallygo

anywhere.

.

.

.

Zeke

.

.

.

Iwaspacingupanddowntheyard,Naomiwasn't

here,theysaysheleftlastnightwithablackJaguar,

soIguessthisisgoingtobeaneverynightthing,

it'sobvioustheyfucking,shecan'tsleepover,

spendingthewholenightwithhimandnothing

happens.

SheleftherphoneonherbedsoIdon'tevenknow

ifshe'ssafewhereverthatmantookher.

It'sgettinglateandshe'sstillnotback,it'sunlike

Naomitodosleepovers,evenStelladoesn'tknow



wheresheis.

Imadetheonlyrationalcallthatseemedrightto

makerightnow

"Hello?"

Me:"pops,howyoudoing?"

"I'mgoodson,howyoudoing?Howaretheexams

going?"

Me:"it'sallgoodpops,I'mdoingwell"

"I'vebeentryingtocallMimielastnightafterIsaw

hermissedcallsbutshewasn'tpickingup,doyou

mindcheckinguponherforme?"

Me(sighs):"that'swhyIcalled"

"Whatswrong?Iseverythingalright?"

Me:"Mimiehasbeenmakingnewfriends,whichis

good,butIjustdon'ttrustthecompanyshekeeps"

"Whatkindofcompanyisshekeeping?"

Isigh,Idon'tthinktellingherdadisagoodideaas

muchasIcareaboutherthiswilljustbreakher

trustforme



.

.

.

True

.

.

.

Iwasonmywayhomebuthadtopassbythe

shopstobuyafewthingsIfeltlikecookingtonight,

I'msurethegirlIleftinthathousemustbehungry.

Iplacetheplasticsinthebackseats

andspeedoffhome.

Asbluraslastnightwas,thatlapdancescenewas

theonlythingclearinmymindanditsuckedthatI

couldn'tgetitoutofmymind.IfeelbadthatI

allowedalcoholtomakeuscrossboundariesthat

wehadunconsciouslysetforus,Ijusthopethis

doesn'tmakeusthinkofeachotheranydifferently.

Iparkoutsidethehouse,Inoticehercomingout



towardsthecarsmiling

Igetoutwalkingaroundtotheotherside

Naomi(smiling):"finally!Youback,Ican'tbelieve

youheldmehostageallday"

Ilaughtakingouttheplasticsfromthecar

Me:"youweresleepingsopeacefully,I'mnota

monster"

ShetakestheplasticsfrommeasIcarrymybag

andweheadinside,sheplacestheplasticsonthe

kitchencounterasIheadtotheloungethrowingmy

bagonthecouchandtakingoffmysuitjacket.

Naomi:"Ididn'tknowwhatyouliketoeatsoIdidn't

cook"

Me:"awwyouthoughtaboutcookingforyourold

man"

Shelaughs

Naomi:"andalsoI'mnotthebestwhenitcomesto

thatdepartment,I'mactuallyhorrible"

Me:"wellgoodgirlfornotburningdownmyhouse"



Naomi:"it'snotlikeyouwouldn'tforgivemeifIdid"

Ilaughathowconfidentsheisinherstatement

Me:"Kid,ifyouburntdownmyhouse,youbetter

makesureyouburndownwithitbecauseIwillkill

youwithmybarehands...andthat'snotajoke"

Isayheadingupstairs

Naomi:"wait..yousoundedserious,wouldyoureally

killme...

Sheasksconcernedfollowingmeupthestairs

Me:"withoutthinkingtwice"

Naomi:"comeon,youdon'tmeanthat"

Ilookatherwithaseriousface

Me:"tryme"

Hermouthdropsindisbelief,Igetinmyroom

shuttingthedoorandlaughasIchangedintomore

comfortableclothes.

.

.



.

Naomi

.

.

.

Iwaswatchinghimcookwhileaskinghimabunch

ofquestionsabouthislife,Icouldseesomewere

noteasytoanswerbuthedidanywaynomatter

howmanytimesI'dtellhimhedoesn'thaveto.

True:"momwasabusive,sheexchangedmenlike

panties,andthosemenwereabusivetowardsme

aswellbecausethat'showshetreatedme,smoked

allkindsofdrugs,crack,heroin,there'snodrugshe

didn'tknow,Iwasclosewithoneofmyteachersin

schoolandshefoundoutabouthowIwastreated

andcalledsocialservicesandtheytookmetoan

orphanage,neverknewmydadbecausewellmy

momdidn'tknowhimeither"

Me:"yourstorysoundssimilartomyfriend's....you

didn'thaveanysiblings?"



True:"No,Iwastheonlychild,afewyearslaterIran

awayfromtheorphanagetogobacktoherbecause

despitehowshetreatedme,Ilovedher,butshe

wasgone,somesaidshemovedwithherboyfriend,

andsomesaidoneofthedrugdealersshother

becauseshewasn'tabletopayherdebts,Idon't

thinkshe'sstillalive"

Me:"hm,I'msorryaboutthat...

True:"it'sallgood,itmademewhoIam,besides,my

adoptivedadhastakenreallygoodcareofme,it

washardtotrustandlovehimatfirstbecauseof

howthosementreatedme,butovertheyearshe

provedhisloveforme,andwe'vebeentightever

since"

Ismilethinkingaboutwhereheisnow,thishouse,

hiscars,hiscareer.

Me:"you'vedonereallywellforyourself"

True:"Ihadto"

Ismilelookingathimashecontinuesspreadingthe

aromaofwhateverhewascooking



Me:"mmhI'mhungryalready"

True:"I'malmostdone"

Afterawhileinthekitchenhedishedupandwe

werenoweatingbythedinningtable,Iwassitting

acrosshimhorizontally.

Me(closeseyeswithpleasure):"mmmhmyGod

True,youliterallyachef"

True:"Itry"

Me:"isthereanythingyoucan'tdo?"

True:"besidesLove,nothingatall"

Mysmiledisappearslookingawayfromhimfor

somereasonlastnight'seventcomesplayingback

inmymind

Me(clearsthroat):"uhmIguessweshouldtalk

aboutwhathappenedlastnight?"

Helooksatmewithaconfusedfrown

True:"whathappenedlastnight?"

Hedoesn'tremember,hewasverydrunk,shitnowI

havetomakeupsomethingelse



Me(smiling):"howIbeatyouinourshotsrace,you

barelymadeittoten,guessyoureallyarea

Grandpa"

Helaughsashepickshisjuicedrinkingwhile

staringatme,oureyeslockedforalittletoolong,I

lookdownatmyfoodandcontinueeating

True:"whataboutwhenyougotdownanddirtywith

thatlapdance"

IchokeonmyfoodasItrytocoughitdown

True:"youokay?"

Ikeepcoughinganddrinkingjuicebutitwasn't

workingmyairwaywasblocking,shitI'mreally

choking

Me(struggling):"I'm..choking...

True(worriedly):"shit!...

Hegetsupandcomestowardsmeplacinghimself

inpositionbehindmeandstartssqueezingme

multipletimesuntilthelargepieceofbroccoli

sprangoutmymouth,Ifinallytakeproperbreaths

calmingmyselfdown



Heturnsmearoundtolookathimandhisfacewas

filledwithsomuchconcernashetouchedmy

shouldersandmyfacecheckingifI'malright

True:"areyouokayNaomi?"

That'sthefirsttimehe'scalledmebymyfirstname

Me:"I'mfine,Ipromise"

Hesighsslowlylookingatmeonemoretimebefore

goingbacktohisseat

True:"jeezkid,youtryingtogivetheoldmanaheart

attack?"

Ilaughathisterrifiedface

Me:"Iguessthere'sreallynothingyoucan'tdo,

thanksforsavingmylife"

True:"youowemeyourlife"

Igaspsurprised

Me:"youweresupposedtosay,youwelcome,don't

mentionit"

True:"youwelcome?Todieinmyhouse?Kidifyou

wannadiepleasedoitfarawayfromme,I'mtoo



handsomeforjailmina"

Iburstintolaughter

Me:"woooowwyoukeeponsurprisingme"

Hesmilesashecontinueseating

Me:"I'mevenscaredtocontinueeating"

True(laughs):"learntochewyourfoodkid,whatare

you3?"

Ilaughuncontrollably,hewasontherolltoday,I'm

usuallytheonewiththejokes,he'sinareallygood

moodtonight,it'sgoodtoseehimloosenupand

notallserious

Me:"soyoudorememberlastnight"

True:"yeah,buthey,mybonerwascausedbythe

alcohol,don'tworryI'dneverdothattoachild,as

I'vementioned,I'mwaytoosexyforjail"

Me:"AldoTrueMasekothepedophile"

True:"imagine!Justimagine,me?Pedo...(gags)...I

can'tevensaythefullword"

Me:"soyou'dneverdoanythingwithme,nomatter



howmuchI'dtemptyou?"

True:"Never"

Me:"soyoudidn'treallywantto"fuckmesobad"

lastnight?"

Hesipshisjuicewithhiseyeshoodedatme

True:"itwasthealcoholtalking,probablythat'swhy

IcouldresistyoucauseIknewitwasn'tme"

Me:"okaythen,Iguessitwasthealcohol"

*Silence*

True:"areyoureadytogetgoing?"

Me:"kickingmeoutalready?"

True(chuckles):"youwelcometostayanothernight,

butyounotmovinginmyhouse"

Me(laughing):"youaresomean!"

Igetup

Me:"wellI'malreadydressedandmybagispacked,

youcantakemehome

True:"youdon'twantdessert?"



Me:"nahI'mfull,I'mreadytogo"

True:"cool"

Hegetsupandheadstotheloungetotakehiscar

keys

Me:"waitIhavetogotakesomethingupstairs"

True:"whatisit?"

Me:"mypanty,IwasheditIthinkit'sdrynow"

True:"oh..okay"

Iheadupstairstothebathroomandindeeditwas

dryasIdidleavethewindowsopen.Afterdressing

upIheadbackdownstairsandwedroveoff.

Theridehomewasabittensethistime

It'slikethere'ssomethinghewantedtosayaswe

werekeeplookingateachotherbuthekeptitto

himself.

Wefinallygottomyplace

True:"andwehere"

Me:"thankyouforeverythingTrue,lastnightwas



amazing,youhelpedmeforgetthehurtIwasgoing

through,andIappreciateyoualotforthat"

True:"justdoingmybabysittingduties"

Ilaughsmiling

True:"aboutnumber3onthelist"

Me:"ohyeah,whatisit?"

True:"youbreakingoffthenostringsattached

relationship"

Me:"what?Why?"

Helaughslightlylookingdown

True:"don'tbetoosadnow,you'llgethisDickagain,

whenhe'syourmanthistime"

Ilookdownembarrassed

True:"youtellhimyouarecatchingfeelingsandthat

isnotfairtoyouragreement,andyouhavetostart

seeingotherpeople,forthisstep,Ineedyouto

switchupyourstyle,bemorefeminine,doanice

hairstyle,putmorelipstick,youdon'thavetodo

makeupbutifyoucanthengoforit,thengetaguy



fromschoolorsomethingwhowilltakeyouon

dates,thisstepwilldrivehimcrazytrustme,he'll

wantyouevenmorewhenyounotavailablefor

him"

Me(sighs):"okay...butwhereamIgoingtofindaboy?

Idon'tlikeanyoneatschoolandIdon'tknowwhat

kindofgirlstylehe'lllikeonme"

True:"takealookaround,I'msurethereareguys

interestedinyoubutyouhaven'tbeenpayingmuch

attention,you'llfindsomeone,aboutyourstyleIcan

helpyouwiththatthisweekend"

Me(smiling):"Grandpaalwayscomesthrough"

Hegivesmethat"reallynow"look

Me:"Idon'tknowaboutthefindingaguypart,I'llsee

Iguess"

True:"goodluck,wealmostattheend,ifhe

confesseshisloveforyouatthisstepthenthat

meansthiswould'vebeenthelaststeponthelist

foryou"

Me(smiling):"Ihopesotoo...thankyou"



True:"getoutofherealready"

Me(laughing):"goodnight!"

HespeedsoffasImakemywayinthegate,my

heartbeatsfastasInoticehisbikeparkedatit's

usualspot,he'shere.

Igetinthehouseandopenthedoorwhichwasn't

locked,andtherehewassittingonthechairofmy

studydesk

IwantedtogouptohimandhughimbutthenI

rememberedI'mstillmadathim,soIsilentlyhead

tothebedthrowingmybagonthefloorandtaking

myphoneonthespotIleftitinasIcheckthroughit,

IhadabunchofmissedcallsfromDadandZeke.

I'lltalktoDadtomorrow,I'minnomoodforhim.

Zeke:"soyoujustgoingtosittherelikeI'mnotinthe

room?"

Igivehimadeadlylookbeforelookingbackatmy

phone,thenerve!

Zeke:"soyoubusywitholdermennowNaomi?Is

thatthekindofpersonyouwanttobe?"



Isleeponmysidegivinghimmybackasmyheart

sankinpain,thisisnotwhatIwasexpectingfrom

him.

Zeke:"youknowIwantedtoapologizeforthethings

Isaidtheothernightbut....

Isituplookingathim,I'mfuming...

Me:"butwhat!?Butwhat?Zekehuh?...

Zeke:"Ijustdon'twantyoutolethimtakeadvantage

ofyou...

Me(shoutingfuriously):"whosaidhewastaking

advantageofme!!Whotoldyouthat!!Huh!?...howis

that'sanyofyourbusiness!WhateverI'mdoingwith

oldmen,how'sitanyofyourfuckenbusiness!!?

Huh?...

Zeke:"It'smyfuckenbusiness!!It'smybusiness

becauseyoumybestfriend!!That'showit'smy

business!!...

Me:"wellfuckyourjudgementalfriendship!!Idon't

wantitanymore!!..Youfuckdifferentgirlsevery

weekendbutIneverstoppedyou!!Ineverjudged



you!!NowjustbecauseyouthinkImightbe

sleepingwithanolderman,youcomethrow

daggersofjudgementatme!!Youdon'thavethe

right!!(breakingtone)It'sunfair...

Therewassilenceandonlyheavybreathing,Icould

feelmytearsburning

Zeke:"I'msorry,I'msorryforfuckencaringso

much...

Hegetsupandwalkstowardsthedooropeningit,

he'sreallygoingtowalkoutonmerightnow

Me:"yougoingtorunlikethecowardyouare,

alwaysrunningwhenshithitsthefan!"

Zeke:"Ican'ttalktoyouwhenyoulikethis,I'llcome

seeyoutomorrow"

Hewalksoutthedoor,Irunafterhimgrabbinghis

hand,helooksintomyeyesastearsfalldownhis

face

Me(crying):"don'tgo.....

HeclosesthedoorasIpullhimtowardsthebed

Zeke:"I'mreallysorryBambi"



Me:"I'msorrytoo,please,let'sstopfighting,Idon't

likeitwhenwefight"

HepullsmeintohischestandIbreakdowninhis

arms

Me:"don'tleaveme"

Zeke:"I'mnotleavingyou,ever"

Hepicksmeupandthrowsmeonthebedashe

takesoffhisshoesandjacketandweget

comfortablecuddling

Zeke:"I'msorryaboutthatnight,Ididn'tmeantosay

anythingtohurtyou,IguessIjustdon'ttrust

anyonewhenitcomestoyouandme,mynatural

protectivenessoveryoutookcontrolandblurredmy

judgement,ifyoutrustthatmanandyoufeellike

he'sagoodfriendandpersontoyou,thenIguess

I'llalsohavetorespectthat,youareyourown

individualandyouareallowedtohaveother

friends...

Me:"Iforgiveyou"

Ilookupathimandweshareakiss



Zeke:"justpromisemeonething"

Me:"yes?"

Zeke:"noonewilltakemyspotinyourheart"

Me(smiling):"Ipromise,noonewillevertakeyour

spot"

Zeke:"Iloveyou"

Ilookupathim,we'vealwayssaidthattoeach

otherwhilewewerejustfriends,butnowI'mnot

sureifhestillmeansitasafriendormore

Me:"Iloveyoutoo"

Wekissashegetsontopofmegettingbetweenmy

legs,wetakeeachothersclothesoffasthekiss

getsheated.Ihavetohavehimjustforonelast

timebeforemovingontonumber3ofthelist,I

needhim.

Hiswarmbreathfanningagainstmyface,Icould

feelhimgrowingunderneathhispantspressingand

brushinghimselfonme,mybeanwasthrobbing

desperateforhistouchasImovedmyhanddown

tohisdickgettingagripofitbeforerubbingitup



anddown,heliftshisbodyupabitandhelpsme

takeoffmypanties,Icouldn'twaitanothersecond

forhimasIflippedusovergettingontopmounting

him,Iusedmyhandtoguidehiminsideofme,once

IhadhimdeepinsideIbeganaslowrotationofmy

hips,asImoved,hisgentlehandscaressedmy

thighsmovinguptomybreastsgentlypinchingmy

hardnipples,IstartedmovingfasterasIfelthis

erectiongrowinglargerandlargerinsidememaking

meweak,hepulledmedowntohimasourbodies

claspedagainsteachother,hiswarmskinagainst

mine,thegraspofhisarmsaroundmybodyashe

pushedhimselfballsdeepinsideme,sendingawild

waveofpleasurethrougheverypartofmybodyand

releasedahugeamountoffluidsdrippingdownthe

sidesofhisdick,justwhenIthoughtIcouldfinally

restheincreasedhisspeedashisdickslapped

hardagainmypunani,anotherpleasurable

sensationvibratedthroughmybodyasmorefluids

released,heletoutaloudgroannexttomyear

restinghisfullweightonmeasheshothissperms

insidemywomb,mylegswereshakingasIcouldn't

feelthemanymore.



Afterawhileheliftshisheadlookingintomyeyes

andkissesmepassionatelycuppingmyfacewith

hisonehand.

Zeke:"I'msorryforhurtingyourfeelings"

Me:"it'sokaybabe"

Zeke:"youmeansomuchtome,Idon'twanttoever

loseyou"

Me:"younevergoingtoloseme,Ipromise"

Wekissedoncemoreashegotoffmeandwe

cuddledrestingmyheadonhischest.

NowwhywouldIwantthistoend.

.

.

.

*******

Welookedateachotheralittletoolongtobejust

friends

*******



Tobecontinued
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Istartledwakingupfrommydeepslumbertofind

myselfholdingontomygirlwho'sbesidesmewith

herlegbetweenminesleepingpeacefullyonmy

arm,Ipullhercloserasshewrapmylegoverhers



lockingintoeachother,itwasthebestfeelinginthe

worldwakingupnexttoher.

I'mjustgladwenotwritingtoday,Imissedherso

much.

Ikissherforeheadmultipletimes,shewasstillin

deepsleep,Imovedherfacetofacemeandkissed

herlipsforawhile,mydickwasuppokingbetween

herthighsasIcouldfeelhernakedpussyagainst

me,Igrabbedmydickrubbingitbetweenherlips

untilwetnessstartedbuildingupinhervagina,I

guidedmywayinsideofherasamoanofpleasure

escapedmymouth,shewassosweetherpussy

grippedmydickmakingitgrowharderforher,I

startedmovingslowlywatchinghersleep,Ipicked

herlegupwrappingitaroundmywaisttogiveme

moreaccess,thefactthatshewasfastasleepwas

aturnon,Iincreasedthepacekissingherlips

Amoanescapedhermouthasshegaspedopening

hereyes,Iincreasedthepace,shefrownswithher

eyesfullofdesireandpleasure

Naomi(moaning):"Zeeke...whatareyoudoing...



Ipulledhercloserpressingourbodiescloseagainst

eachotheraswesharedakissburyingmydick

deepinsideherIbentmydickabitinsideher

rubbingtheupperwallsofhervaginawhich

seemedtomakeherveryweakasitdidlastnight

whenshesquirtedthrustingherinacomehither

motion,hermoansgotloaderasshestarted

shakingandburstsagroundshakingorgasm,I

continuestrokingherscratchingeveryinchofher

sweetcanal,IfeltmyselfgettingcloseasIkissed

herandreleasedmyloadinsideher.

Naomi(breathlessly):"howdoyoudothat?"

Me(whispersbreathlessly):"Ithinkwe'vefoundyour

Gspot"

Naomi:"Ididn'tthinkthatwasarealthing"

Me(kissingherforehead):"it'sreal"

Shekissesmylipsthengetsuptositupstraight,

withaslightfrownonherforehead

Me:"somethingwrong?"

Naomi:"whydidyouwalkoutonmelastnight?"



Me(sighs):"Honestly,thatwasmeavoidinganother

verbalfightbetweenus,Ishouldn'thavewalkedout,

Ishould'vetriedusingadifferentapproach,

everydayIlearntobeabetterpersonbecauseof

you,I'msorryyouhavetostandformyflaws"

Naomi:"Ithinkweshouldendthis"

MyheartskipsabeatasIturntofullyfaceher

Me:"endwhat?"

Naomi:"this,thenostringsattachedthingy"

Me:"Bambi,I'msorryaboutlastnight,Ishouldn't

havewalkedaway,andI'msorryfornotcallingor

textingyoualldayyesterday,I'msorryaboutthe

meanthingsIsaidtoyou,Iknowsorrywon't

changewhathasalreadyhappenedbutIpromiseI

canchange,Ididn'tmeantohurtyou,Ineverdo

thesethingstointentionallyhurtyou,IhatethatIdo

thesestupidacts,I'lltrytoworkonmyself"

Shesighswithafaintsmileonherface

Naomi:"IhavealreadyforgivenyouforallthatZeke

andI'mhappythatyouwillingtoworkonyourself,



butthat'snotwhyIthinkweshouldendthis"

Itakeherhandinminedesperateforhernottosay

whatshe'sabouttosay

Me:"Ipromiseyou,Ihaven'tbeenwithotherwomen

sincewe'vebeenintimate,Ibrokethingsoffwith

Sbahleaswell"

Naomi:"it'snotaboutthat...

Me:"okay...whatisitthen?"

Naomi:"I...Iknowwhatweagreedon,andthatthis

wasjusttwofriendshavingfun,nostringsattached

andall,butIcan'tignorethefactthatthereare

feelingsthathavegrowninmeforyou,eachday

andnightwespendtogethersharingthesamebed,

comfortingeachother,theaffectionweshare,Ifind

myselffallingdeeperinlovewithyou...

There'ssilenceasmyeyesarefixedonher,my

heartpoundingfastagainstmychest

Naomi:"I'minlovewithyouZeke,andit'dbeunfair

tomeandyouifwecontinuesleepingtogether

whileIexpectlovefromyouasmyloverandnotmy



friend,Iknowyounotopentofallinginlovewith

anyone,youjustnotinthatplacewithyourlifeandI

understand,sothat'swhyit'sbebestifwestopthis

beforeIgetmyheartbrokenanyfurther"

Itrytoopenmymouthbutwordsfailme

Naomi:"wecangetbacktobeingjustfriends,but

we'llhavetobemoredistantthistime,nomore

cuddles,nosleepoversorinappropriatetouching,

weneedtorespectthefriendshipboundariesthat

we'vecrossedsomanytimes,ifwewantthis

friendshiptoworkout"

Me:"Bambi...areyousureaboutthis?"

Naomi:"Ithinkit'dbebestifIstartdatingother

people,youtoo,andprotectourfriendship"

Me:"that'showyoufeel?"

Naomi:"canyoubeabletolovemepassed

friendship?"

Myeyesfalldowntoherhandsonmine

Naomi:"Ithoughtasmuch,sowhyshouldItorture

myselfinhopesofyoulovingmeback?"



Shegetsoffthebedanddressesup

Ialsogetupanddressup

Naomi:"pleasetakeyourthingsandleave,I'llsee

youwhenIseeyou"

Ipacksomeofmyclothesthatwerestayingherein

myovernightbag,Ilookupatherasshewatches

mepackhandingmesomeofmystuff,Ican't

explainthestingIwasfeelinginmychestrightnow

andthelumpthatwasstuckonmythroat.

WithaheavyheartItakemypackedbagandkeys

walkingtowardsher

Naomi:"canIpleasehavethesparekeystomy

room"

Itakethemoutfrommypocketandhandthemto

her

Me:"soI'mnotwelcomehereanymore?Yougave

methosekeyswhilewewerejustfriends"

Naomi:"alothastochangenowthatwe've

complicatedourrelationshipbysleepingwitheach

other"



Me(disheartened):"youbrokeyourpromise,we

neverfalling?"

Naomi:"Ican'tcontrolmyheart"

Me:"I'msorry"

Iwalkouttheroomtomybike,placingmybagin

frontofmeIdriveoff

.

.

.

True

.

.

.

ImakemywaytotheofficeasIjustgotbackfrom

backtobackmeetings.

Isitonmychairtakingadeepbreath,myneckwas

killingme,thestressfulweeksI'vebeenhavingare

catchingupwithmethroughbodypains,it'salso



beenawhilesinceI'vehitthegym.

Irestmyheadonthechairrelaxingmyeyesfora

littlewhilewhenmyphoneringsdisturbingmybrief

momentofpeace.

IsmilewhenInoticewhoitwas

Me:"Newton"

There'swassilenceasonlysoundsofsoftcrying

fromthebackground.Isitup.

Me:"Newton?Iseverythingokay?"

"Ibrokethingsoffwithhimafterconfessingmy

loveforhim"

Me:"whatwashisreaction?"

"Idon'tknow,heseemedconfusedandhurt,hislast

wordswere,he'ssorry,whatdoesthatmean?Ishe

sorrythatIlovehim?Orhe'ssorrythathecan'tlove

meback?"

Me:"onlyhecananswerthat,Ineedyoutocalm

downNewton,there'sstillthingsonthelistthat'll

gettohim,intheendhe'lltellyouhowhereally

feelsaboutyou,butIneedyoutobereadyfor



anything"

"Idon'tknowTrue,Ifeellikehedoesn'tloveme,I

canfeelit,hegenuinelycaresaboutme,butI'mnot

sureifit'slove"

Me:"we'llfindthatoutsoon,bepatient,let'snot

forceit,wedonewiththepushingpartofthelist,

nowweinthebackingoffpart,givinghimhisspace

ashetriestofigureouthisfeelingsforyou,and

whilehe'sdoingthat,youshouldshowthatyounot

waitingaroundforhim,heshouldseethatthereare

othermenouttherewho'djumpatthechanceof

beingwithyou,butalsowenotgoingtoshuthim

outcompletelybecausewewanthimtostillfeel

welcometoyourheart"

"(Sniffing)itsoundssomuchbetterwhenyou

explainthings"

Me:"staycalm,stopstressingyourself,Ineedyouto

focusonschool,youstillhavegoalstoachieve

that'llbetteryourfuture,don'tletboystakeover

yourhead,stayfocused,attheendoftheday,you

areyourownpriority"



Icouldalmosthearhersmilingasshesighedin

relief

"Youright,I'llbegoingtothelibraryandgetsome

studyingdone,tomorrowI'mwriting"

Me:"that'smorelikeit,remember,thisiswhat

mattersmost,thedreamsyouhadbeforeZeke

cameintoyourlife,therearemanythingsthatmade

youhappybeforehim,don'tforgetthosethings"

"Iwon't,youstartingtosoundlikemymother,she

wasjustaswiseasyou"

Me(smiling):"IwentfromGrandpatomother?Idon't

knowwhichoneisbetteratthispoint"

Sheburstsintolaughtermakingmelaughwithher

"(Laughing)youmybabysitterandtherapistaswell"

Me:"onaseriousnote,Ineedapaycheck,I'm

workingovertime,somanypositionsyetno

income?"

"I'llpayyouwithfindingyoulove"

Me:"wellthat'snotgoingverywellforyousofar"



"(Laughing)becauseyouditchedyourpotentiallove

ofyourlifetheothernight,younoteventryingto

workwithme!"

Me:"don'tblamemeforyourbadchoiceskid"

"Whatever,there'sstilltime,I'llfindsomeone"

Me:"goodluckwiththat"

Azoomcallcomesthroughfrommylaptop

Me:"Ihaveameetingatattendto,I'llcallyoulater

okay?"

"I'llbewaitingonyourcall"

Me:"byeNewton"

Ihangupandattendtheonlinezoommeetingwith

theotherproductioncrew.

.

.

.

Izzie

.



.

.

Iwasinmyofficelookingthroughabunchof

financialrecords,beingacharteredaccountantwas

notmydreamjob,Ichosethecareerforthemoney,

IwasveryintelligentgrowingupbutIalwaysjust

wantedtobeachef,butmyparentsdidnotsupport

thatdream,itwasuselessandwasnotguaranteed

tomakemerichsoIwasgivenalistofoptionsfor

careersthatwereapprovedbymyparentswhich

included,doctor,lawyer,accountant,engineerand

soon,sothisiswhatIsettledfor.Idonotlikemy

jobatall,butIamgoodatit.

Iwasdistractedbymyphone,itwasamessage

fromLuyanda,we'vebeentextingthesepastcouple

ofdays,he'sasweetguy.

"How'syourdaygoingbeautiful?"

Me(texting):"aslongasI'matwork,it'sterrible"

Hetypesimmediately

"Ifonlyyou'dallowmetotreatyouforLunch,you'd



realizehowmuchbetteryourdayscouldbe"

Ismile,he'sbeentryingtotakemeoutbutI'vebeen

pushing,Idon'ttrustmyselfaroundhimandIdon't

wantanythingthatwouldjeopardizemy

relationshipwithTrue.

Me:"fine,howaboutwedoLunchtomorrowthen"

Hiscallcomesthrough,Ilaughpickingup

"Areyouseriousrightnow?"

Me:"I'mserious"

"I'monmyway"

Me:"Isaidtomorrow!...

Hehadalreadyhangup,Ilookatmyphonein

disbelief,thisguyiscomingrightnow

.

.

.

Naomi

.



.

.

Afterhoursofstudyingitwastimetogohome,I

couldn'tgoon,Iwastiredanditwasalmost

midnight.

Me:"thankyouforcomingtothelibrarywithme"

Stella:"itbenefittedme,Idon'tthinkIwould'vebeen

asmuchproductiveathome"

Stellastudieswhilelivingathome

Me:"doyouknowanysingleladiesfromage25to

35plus?"

Stella:"areyouintowomennow"

Me(laughing):"No,Iwanttofindproperwomento

setTrueuponblinddates,butIneedtotalktothem

first,seehowtheyareandifhe'llbeinterestedin

them,theonlinethingisnotworkingout"

Stella:"Iknowabunchofsingleolderwomen,family

friends,cousins,acquaintancesfromthegym,I

couldhitupafewwho'dbeinterestedforyou"



Ijumponherinexcitementhuggingherasshe

picksmeupholdingmeback

Igetoffherlaughing

Me:"youmustbereallystrongorI'mskinnyasfuck"

Sheburstsintolaughter

Stella:"Iworkout,andIguessyounotthatheavy

either"

Me:"IshouldstartdoingsquatsIhavenomeatatall,

butIeatsomuch"

Stella:"girlyourbuttisperfect,younotevenflat,you

haveanicesmallroundass,youdon'tneedsquats"

Me:"Idon'tknowIfeelinsecureaboutmybody,I

wouldlikeitifmyboobswereabitbigger"

Stella:"pleasestoptalkinglikethat,youhavea

perfectbody,youknowhowmanygirlswouldkill

forthatbody,ifyouwantedto,youcangomodel

they'dtakeyouwithouthesitation,plusyourskinis

outofthisworldandyouhaveabeautifulface"

Me(smiling):"okay,myhypeman,slowdownmy

confidencecupisnowoverflowingthankyou"



Shewrapsherarmsaroundmyshoulderaswe

walktowardsthecar,shedrivesabluepolo

Volkswagen,it'ssoperfect,Ithoughtdadwouldbuy

meacarasmybirthdayiscomingupandI'llbe

turningtwentyone,butwiththewayhe'sgoingon,I

don'tthinkhewill.

Me:"sowhencanImeettheladies?"

Stella:"I'lltrytohavethemorganizedforyoubynext

week,youjustsendmethebestpicturesofTrue,

I'msuremostofthemwillbeinterested"

Me:"hispicturesareontheinternetbutIwilllookup

goodonesforyou"

Stella:"youreallywanthimtofallinlovedon'tyou"

Me:"Ido,he'salwaysbeenmyrolemodel,it'dbe

nicetoseehiminlove,hisladyandhimwouldbe

mypowercouple,youknowhowJayZhasBeyonce,

CiarahasRussell,GabrielleunionhasDwyane

Wade...it'dbeniceseeingTrueMasekoand

someone"

Stella:"Igetyou,maybeyoulookingtoofar"



Ifrownlookingather

Me:"whatdoyoumean?"

Sheshrugshershoulders

Stella:"sometimeswelookforlovealloveronlyto

realizeitwasrightinfrontofus"

Me:"youmeanthepersonforhimcouldbe

someoneheknows?Buthesaidhe'snotinlove

withIzzie...(lookingather)ohhmyGosh!!...

Stella(confused):"what?"

Me:"youaretotallyintoMaseko!Whydidn'tyousay

so?Icouldhooky'allup!Plusyouareverybeautiful

andedgy,youadventurousandyoubothhavethis

wildsideaboutyou,you'dbeperfect!"

She'sbeenshakingherheadsinceIstartedtalking

aboutherandTrue

Stella:"No,no,no,nonaahh,yougotitallwrong,no

way,no,notinterested,neverhave,neverwillbe"

Me:"ohcomeon,youperfect,Ipromiseyou'lllike

himwhenyougettoknowhim"



Stella:"Iwon't,IpromiseyouIwon't"

Isighlookingdown

Me:"youdidn'teventhinkaboutit"

Stella:"don'teventhinkaboutgivingmethat

adorableface,I'mnotthinkingaboutanything"

Me:"okayfine,butplease,ifitdoesn'tworkoutwith

theotherwomen,couldyouatleastgoononedate

withhim?Please?Justonedate?Ifyoustilldon't

likehimI'llneverevertryhookingyouupwithhim

again"

Shesighsclosinghereyesforabit

Stella:"fine,onlyifitdoesn'tworkoutwiththeother

ladies"

Ihugherfromthesidewhileshe'sdrivingandlet

hergo

Me(excitedly):"thankyou!!I'llpraytoGodyoufallfor

himandhefallsforyou"

Stella(shakingherhead):"Igiveupwithyou"

ShedropsmeoffatmyplaceanddrivesoffasI



headtomyroom,Itakeoffmyclothesleftwithonly

apantyIgetinbed,Itakeabagofchipsinthe

cupboardnexttomybedwhichisfilledwitha

bunchofsnacks,thiswillbemysuppertonight.

I'vebeeneatingalldaywhilestudying,those

contraceptivepillsreallygotmyappetitewilding.

IpressmyphonegoingthroughmyWhatsAppand

answerstexts,IclickonZeke'scontact,hehideshis

lastseenandhe'scurrentlyoffline,Ifeelmyheart

acheastherewasnomessagefromhim.He's

goingtodistancehimselffrommeagain,thelump

onmythroatgrewpainful,ithurtstothinkthathe

doesn'tmissmeasmuchasImisshim,thepainin

mychestwastoomuch.Igotupwrappingatowel

aroundmeheadingtothekitchenforaglassofcold

waterandheadedbacktothebedroom.Even

thoughIchangedthesheets,mypillowsstillhave

hisscent.

I'vebeenpostingabunchofsadvideosabout

heartbreakonmyWhatsApp,Ialwaysexpresshow

I'mfeelingthroughthecontentIpostonsocial

media,I'mprettyactivethere,forobviousreasons,I



havetoformycareer.

He'sbeenviewingmystatuses,heusually

commentsonthembutIguessnotthistime.Ican't

helpbuttearupthinkingabouthim,itreallyhurtsto

lovesomeonewhodoesn'tloveyouinreturn.

Acallcomesthroughandit'sTrue,howdoeshe

alwayscallwhenI'mdown.

Hedidsayhe'llcallmelater,Ididn'tthinkit'dbethis

late,Ievenforgot.

Me:"hi"

"I'mstartingtogetusedtothissadtone,Idon'tlike

that,IwanttheNewtonIfirstmet,notthisone"

Icouldn'tevenforceasmilethistime

Me:"I'msorry"

"(Sighs)IneedtohaveawordwiththisZekeguy"

Me(chuckles):"andwhatareyougoingtosayto

him?"

"Justtogivehimapeaceofmymind,maybepunch

somesensesintohim"



Ismileasalaughpushesthrough

Me:"IwishIwaslikeyou,andjustturnoffmylove

emotion,I'dbesomuchhappier"

"YoufinallystartingtounderstandwhyIdon'tdo

love?"

Me:"kindof,butI'mstillnotdonewithyouyet"

Helaughs

"WaitI'llcallyoujustnow"

Hehangsup,Ifrownconfusedasavideocall

comesthrough,ohshoot!Itakemytowelandcover

mybreastsbeforeansweringrelaxingonthepillow,

andtherehewaswiththatsmileonhisface

shirtless.

True(smiling):"hi"

Me(smiling):"hi"

Helaughsabit,Ilaughaswell

True:"whyyoulaughing?"

Me:"becauseyoulaughing"



Welaughonceagain

Me:"youcrazy"

True:"Iguessit'scontagious"

Irollmyeyeslaughing

Me:"didn'tgetitfromme"

True:"youtheonlycrazypersonIknow"

Me:"whateverGrandpops"

There'ssilenceashelooksatmeoverthephone,

there'sthatgazeagain

Me:"what?"

True(smiles):"nothing"

*Silence*

Me:"saysomething"

True:"likewhat?"

Me:"anything"

True:"it'simpossibletohumwhileyouholdyour

nose"



Itryitandindeeditwasimpossible,Ilaughathow

hejustsaidthatoutofnowhere

Me(laughing):"whatmadeyouthinkofthat"

True:"yousaidIshouldsayanything"

Me(laughing):"reallynow"

True:"yeah"

Therewasnothingmuchtotalkaboutbutitseemed

webothdidn'twanttohangup.

True:"areyounaked?"

Ilookatmytowelwhichhasmovedabitdown

almostshowingmywholeboobscoveringjustthe

nipples,Ipullitup.

Me:"yeah...Ican'tsleepwithclotheson"

True:"Inoticed,I'mthesame,it'smuchmore

relaxing"

Me:"yeah...wait,whatdoyoumeanyounoticed?"

True:"Ididn'tmeantolookbutyouwereonmy

couchandIkindofusethatareainthemorning

whenIgetreadyforwork"



Me:"sorryyouhadtoseethat"

True:"yousorry?"

Me:"yeah,ifIwasn'tdrunkIwould'vemadeittothe

bedroom"

True:"don'tbesorry"

IopenmymouthandcloseitagainasIhadnothing

tosay

True:"goodnightkid"

Me:"sleepingalready?"

True:"No,butIdon'twanttokeepyouup"

Me:"I'mnotsleepyandmyDMsaredry,youcould

helpmefallasleep"

True:"how?"

Me:"myparentsusedtotellmebedtimestories,

theyalwayshelpmefallasleepquickly"

True:"mnandaziintsominotezionceuponatime

zabelungu"(IknowXhosastories,nottheonce

uponatimeforwhitepeople)



Me:"Iloveditwhenmomtoldmethose,shewasa

mixedXhosaandwhitecolouredwomanwhiledad

ismixedZuluandCaucasian"

True:"thosearesomegoodgenes...thatexplains

explainalot"

Me:"whatdoesthatmean?"

True:"nothing,getcomfortable,I'mabouttostartthe

story"

IfacethecameratotheceilingasIswitchoffthe

lightsandgetinsidethebedcovers,Iplacethe

phoneagainstthepillownearmesoIcanseehim

whilesleepingonmyside.

True:"kwasukasukela...

Me:"Cosi...

Hebeginstotellthestoryaboutthetricksterjackal

whotrickedgrannyintocookingherfordinnerand

fedhertohergrandkidswhiledisguisedasthe

granny,Ifoundmyselfdozingoffatthesoundof

hissoothingvoicewhenhestartedasecondstory

.



.

.

******

Bedtimestories

******
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Theweekhasgonebyprettyslow,butIwashappy

thattheweekendwashereandwasexcitedabout

whateverTruehadplannedfortoday.ZekeandI

havebeentalkingandwegoodfriendsagain,even

thoughthere'sstillabitofawkwardnessasthere

aresomethingsweusedtodoingwitheachother

butnowwehavetoholdback,eventhoughwedon't

dosleepoversanymorewedotalkallnightashe

visitseverydayandleaveslate.

IwasonthephonewithhimasIwasgettingready

Zeke:"Iwaslookingforwardtospendingtodaywith

you"

Me:"I'msorry,butIwillseeyouwhenIgetback"

Zeke:"yougoingwithTrue?"

Me:"yeah"

Zeke:"whatdoyoudowiththatguy?"

Me:"wetalk,chill,he'steachingmealotabout

everythingIneedtoknowabouttheindustry"



Zeke:"okaysowhatwillyoubedoingtoday?CanI

join?"

Me:"uhm..todayI'mnotreallysurewhatwedoing,

hesaidit'sasurprise,Idon'tthinkit'dbeagood

ideaifyoucame"

Hesighs

Zeke:"tellmethetruthBambi,areyoudatingthis

guy?"

Me:"youalwaysaskmethat,areyoujealousofmy

friendshipwithTrue?"

*Silence*

Igaspandfakealaugh

Me:"youarearen'tyou?"

Zeke:"he'sstealingmytimewithyou,itdoesmake

meabitmad,it'sbeenawhilesincewe'vedone

somethingfun"

Me:"what'sgoingtohappenwhenIstartdating?"

Zeke:"we'llhavetodraftatimetableandfigureout

whichweekendsaremineandwhicharehis"



Me(laughing):"soundslikeachildbeingco

parented"

Zeke:"isthatwhatit'sleadingto,withyouand

True?"

Ilookatmyselfinthemirrorthoughtfully,Zeke

soundsveryinsecureaboutmyfriendshipwithTrue,

thisisexactlywhatTruewastalkingaboutwhenhe

saidIshouldgetatemporaryboyfriend,thathas

beenafailbecauseIhaven'tfoundanyone

interesting

Me:"uhmIdon'tknow,Ithinkso"

Zeke:"Iknewit,thoselatephonecalls,lettingyou

sleepoverhisplace,soareyouinterestedinhim?"

Me:"Imeanheisveryattractive"

Zeke:"Iguess,he'sprobablygoingtoaskyoutobe

hisgirlfriendtonightandthat'swhatthesurpriseis

about"

Me:"youmightberight,whatshouldIdo?Doyou

thinkIshouldturnhimdown?"

*Silence*



Me:"hello?"

Zeke:"hey,Idon'tknow,dowhatevermakesyou

happy"

Me:"youmybestfriendZeke,Itrustyour

judgement"

Zeke:"doyoulikehimlikethat?"

Me:"Idon'tknow,Ithinkso"

Zeke(clearsthroat):"Iguesshe'sokay,he'savery

accomplishedmanandwouldtakegoodcareof

you,butdotakeitslowwithhim,youhavemy

blessings,buthedarestodoanythingthatbreaks

yourheart,I'llbreakhisbones"

Igiggle

Me:"okaythen,IguessI'llgivehimachance"

Zeke:"andrememberthe365dayrule"

Ilaughoutloud

Me:"Ithoughtitwasthe90dayrule"

Zeke:"that'stooshort"



Me(laughing):"noway365daysistoolong"

Zeke(chuckles):"ifhereallylikesyou,he'llwait"

Me:"Idon'tknowaboutthat"

Zeke:"letmeleaveyoutogetreadythen"

Me:"okay,bye"

Zeke:"loveyou"

Me:......

It'sbeenhardsayingthattohim,heknowsIlove

himmorethanhelovesme,Idon'tthinkI'lleverbe

abletosayitagainwhilewejustfriends

Zeke:"sorryIshouldn'thavesaidthat,takecare

Bamb"

Me:"takecareZeke"

Ihangupandcontinuegettingready

.

.

.

RAYMONDNEWTON(Naomi'sfather)



.

.

.

Me:"somethingsmellsgood"

IcomplimentasImakemywayinsidethehouse

"Youhome,justintimeforlunch"

Iplacemybriefcaseonthechairnexttothe

counterbeforewalkinguptoherandgiveheratight

hugfrombehind

Me:"it'slikeyouknewhowhungryIamrightnow"

Sheturnsaroundtogivemeaproperhug

Beth:"Iknowmywaytoaman'sheart"

Sheleanscloserandweshareakiss

"Eewwmom,dad!Getaroom!"

Beth:"excuseyou,Alltheroomsinthishouseare

mine"

Ipeckherlipsandwalktowardstheloungewhere

thekidswere



Me:"heyguys,whatarey'allupto"

Arya:"tryingtowatchamovieinpeaceplease"

Me:"mybad,whatareyoureadingthere"

Eloisa:"Thecolorpurple"

Me:"that'sagoodbook,howfarareyou?"

Shegivesmeaboredlook

Me:"forgivemefortryingtomakeconversation"

Beth:"foodisready"

IswitchofftheTVandgrabthebook

Them:"Daaad!"

Me:"youheardthelady"

Ipullthembytheearstowardsthetable

Them(giggling):"oouuch...dad...stooop..

Me:"noweveryonesitdownandnophonesatthe

table"

Shegroanleavingtheirphonesonthesmalltable

beforesittingaroundthetable



Elizabethservesusthefoodasweallpraybefore

weendulge

Beth:"Ican'twaittilly'allmeetyourbigsisterwhen

shegetshometheseholidays"

Arya:"willshelikeus?

Eloisa:"she'sourbigsister,she'snotsupposedto

likeus..ImeanIdon'tlikeyou"

Arya:"shutupEloisa,Idon'tlikeyoueithernobody

likesyou"

Me:"Okay,cutitoutyoutwo,shewilllikeyou"

Ilookatbethasshegivesmeagentlesmile

.

.

.

NAOMI

.

.

.



Ilookatmyselfonemoretimeinthemirrorbefore

passingitmakingmywayoutthedoor.

Ifindhimstandingbesidehiscarkickingrockswith

hishandsburiedinhispockets,hereallyknows

howtocleanup,hiscasualwearwasgivingtoday,

thosesneakershiswearingareaneedinmylife.

Hishaircutwasnicelytrimmedandsowashis

beardwhichhetrimmedshorter,helooksreally

goodormaybeit'sbeenawhilesinceI'veseenhim.

IcatchhisattentionasIopenthegate

True(smiles):"hey"

Me(smiling):"hey"

Heopensthedoorforme,he'sonlyagentleman

whenhefeelslikeitthisone.

Me:"whoareyouandwhathaveyoudoneto

Grandpa?"

True:"wellyoudon'tlooktoobadyourself"

Me:"gladyoutookthatasacomplimentcausethat

would'vebeenawkward"

Helaughsclosingthedoor



Hegetsinthecarandspeedsoff

Me:"sowhatarewedoingtoday?"

True:"wegoingtohavesexinahotelIbookedfor

us"

MymouthdropsasIlookathiminshock

DidIhearhimcorrectly?Ismymindplayingtricks

onmeagain?Itdoesthatsometimes

Heglimpsesatmethenburstsintolaughter

True:"I'mkiddingjeezdon'tcallthecopsonme"

Me:"andIhavethemonspeeddail"

Ilaughlookingathim

True:"wegoingforthatshoppingIpromisedyou"

Me:"myallowancehasn'tclickedinyet,sowe'll

windowshoptodaythencomebacknextweek"

True(laughing):"youfunnykid"

Me(frowns):"windowshoppingisathing"

True:"don'tworryaboutpaying,you'lljusttakewhat

youlike"



Asmirkvoluntarilygrowsonmyfacealongwitha

mischievouslaugh

True:"okay,what'sgoingon?Areyoubeing

possessedbyademon?"

Iburstintolaughter

Afterawhilewegettothemall,weheadinsidethe

buildingasIwasleadingtheway,hecaughtup

whenweenteredthebuildingwalkingsidebyside.

Alreadyhehadcaughtpeople'sattention,he's

alwaysrockingthebestshadesbuttheywerenot

workingaseffectively.

Me:"sowheredowestart?"

True:"there'saboutiquecloseby"

Weapproachaverybeautifulcleanlooking

boutique

Me:"thisplacesmellsexpensive"

True:"asitshould,theowneristhebestinbothmen

andwomen'sfashion....(turnsaroundshowingoff

hisoutfit)...I'mproofofthat"



Me:"wow,I'mafraidtotouchanything,feelslikeI'll

dirtyit"

Awomanwalkstowardsuswithawidesmileon

herface,she'sclearlyveryhappytoseeTrueas

theyshareabighugpickingherup,hegiveshera

bigkissonthecheek.

Woman:"it'sbeenawhile"

True:"you'vebeentoobusyforme"

Woman:"Nottrue!It'stheotherwayaround"

True:"didyounotjustflyinthecountryadayago

becauseIsaiditwasurgent?"

Woman:"okay,youwin,whatwastheemergency?"

Shelooksatmeandclenchesstretchingherlips

backassherealizesthathe'swithsomeone.Oh

don'tworrygirl,Ididnotfeelleftoutatall,being

invisibleismysuperpower.

Woman:"I'msosorry,IgotsoexcitedIdidn'tnotice

hewaswithsomeone,hi,mynameisAmanda"

Me:"hi,I'mNaomi"



Amanda:"ohhhyou...

Trueclearshisthroat

True:"uhmNaomithisismysisterAmanda,

AmandathisisNaomimy....

Helooksatme

Me:"granddaughter"

Heburstsintolaughter

Amanda:"granddaughter?...

True:"don'tmindher...(whispersloudly)...she'sabit

unstable"

Amanda(laughs):"Isee...

Me:"Iheardthat"

Shesmileslookingatmeinwhatseemedlike

admirationthenlookedbackatherbrother

Amanda:"Ilikeher"

Inudgehisshoulderlookingupathim

Me:"Ilikeher"

True:"okay,I'mgladyouguyslikeeachother



becauseIneedyoutoturnherintothemost

beautifulfashionablewomanaroundCapetown"

Amanda:"you'vecometotherightplace"

Sheleadsusfurtherintothestore

Me:"IamveryfashionableFYI"

True:"Ididn'tsayyouweren't"

Irollmyeyesasshepicksdifferentdressesand

leadsustoanothersideoftheshopwherethere

weremoreclotheswhichlookedlikewerehernew

designsthatshehasn'tlaunchedyet.

.

.

.

TRUE

.

.

.

Shecomesoutinyetanothergorgeousdress,she



lookedamazinginallofthemIwasevenscaredof

complimentingher,itwould'vesoundlikeI'm

exaggerating.

Naomi:"Grandpa,you'vebeenquiet,dodressesnot

lookgoodonme?"

Me:"youlookgoodkid"

Amanda:"justgood?Brothat'saninsulttome,have

Ilostmymagic?"

Me:"ofcoursenot,youstillgotit,theseoutfitslook

verybeautiful"

Amanda:"justnotonher?"

Me(sighs):"theylookbeautifulonher,youlook

beautifulNaomi"

Shesmilesatme,Ismileback

Ilookatmysisterandfindhersmilingatme

Me:"what?Arewedone?"

Naomi:"I'llchoosethebestthreeIliked"

Amanda:"youonlylikedThree?"



Naomi:"no,Ilovedallofthem,butIcan'tbuythem

allsoI'll...

Me:"ifyoulikedthemallthenwetakingthemall...

Amanda:"that'smorelikeit"

Naomi:"ifyouthinkI'llpayyoubacksomeday,then

youbuyingforthewrongperson"

Amandafindsherstatementticklingasshelaughs

outloud

Me:"don'ttakethatoneoff,let'sgopay,wehave

othershopstogetto"

Amanda:"Bro,canIhaveawordwithyou"

Naomi:"I'llgopacktherestoftheclothes"

ShepullsmetothesideabitfarfromNaomi

Me:"whatisit?"

Amanda:"soyoubrokeupwithIzzie?Ithoughtyou

saidshewastheone,introducedhertotherentand

everyone"

Me:"NoIhaven'tbrokenupwithher,andshe'sstill

verymuchtheone,wejustseparatedforawhilebut



we'llbebacktogether"

Amanda(confused):"what?WhataboutNaomi?Y'all

lookgoodtogetherplusshehasapersonalityand

senseofhumorunlikeyouknowwho"

Me:"Naomiisjustakid,wefriends,I'mhelpingher

impressaboyshe'sinlovewith"

Amanda:"wellyoubettermakesureshefallsforyou

instead"

Me:"NoI'mnotintoherlikethat"

Amanda(laughs):"yetyouherebuyingherawhole

fullcloset,couldn'tevenkeepyoureyesoffher,I

lovethewayshemakesyouhappywithnoeffortat

all,Ididn'tknowyoucouldjokearoundandbe

playful,youalwayssoserious"

Me:"okayAmanda,areyoudonenow?"

"I'mdone"

Westartlelookingtowardsher

Naomi(laughs):"didIdisturbagossip?"

Amanda:"Illtakethose"



WepayfortheclothesasAmandaaccompaniedus

togetmakeupproducts,wewenttodoNaomi's

hair,herhairstraightenedmadeherlookmuch

moregrownandmatured,whenshegothernails

andmakeupdone,Icouldnotrecognizeher

anymore,shelookedlikeadifferentversionof

herself,myeyesforsomereasoncouldnotfocus

onanythingelse.Shegavemehercameratotake

picturesofher.Shekepttakingpicturesofmeand

Amandaaswell,I'venoticedhowmuchshelike

takingpicturesandvideosofanythingshefinds

interesting.

Amandahadleftanditwasjustthebothofuson

theroad

Naomi:"sowheretonow?"

Me:"home?"

Naomi:"I'mhungry"

Ilookather

Me:"younotgoingtoshowalittlemercytomy

wallettoday?"



Naomi:"yousaidnolimit,someopportunitiescome

onceonalifetime,youhavetograbitwithboth

hands"

Me:"ohyougrabbingitalright!"

Naomi(smirks):"that'swhathesaid"

WeburstintolaughterasIpulloveratarestaurant.

....

Naomi:"so,there'ssomethingIhavetotellyou"

Iputthepeaceofsteakinmymouthnoddingfor

hertogoon

Naomi:"abouttheboyfriendtomakeZekejealous...

Ilookupather

Me:"youfinallyfoundaguy?"

Naomi:"yesactually"

Me:"that'sgood,whoishe?"

Naomi:"you"

IlookupatherasIfinishchewingthesteakinmy

mouth



Me(swallows):"whatdidyousay?"

Naomi:"you,Zekeisalreadysojealousaboutour

friendship,hethinksthatyouwantme,soItoldhim

that,youhavebeenshowingthatkindofinterestin

meandtodayyouweregoingtoaskmetobeyour

girlfriend,headmittedtobeingmadaboutthetime

wespendtogether,youaretheguythatmakesZeke

jealousalready"

Ilookathertryingtofathomwhatshewassaying

tome

Naomi:"pleaseTrue,Iknowyoualreadydoingthe

bestyoucantohelpme,I'lloweyoubigtimefor

this,prettypleasewithcherriesontop"

Me(sighs):"youareapeaceofwork,youknowthat?"

Naomi(babyface):"please"

Ilookatherthoughtfully

Me:"fine"

Hereyespopoutinshock

Naomi(gasps):"really!?"



Me:"whateverittakestogetyouyourman"

Sheblusheshearingmecallinghimherman.She

reallylovesthisguyshecan'tevenhideit.

Naomi:"youarethebestcandidateforthisposition

MrMaseko"

Me:"Iguessouractingskillswillcomeinhandy"

Naomi:"thankyousomuchTrue"

Shegetsupwalkingtowardsme

Me:"whatareyoudoing?...

Shetakesmyhandspullingmetostandup,

confusedastowhatshe'sdoingshepullsmeinto

herarmsgivingmeahug

Naomi:"youdon'thavetodoallthatyoudoingfor

me,butyoudoanyway,youlikethebigbrotherI

neverhad,thankyou"

Ibrushherarmsavoidingtoholdherbackasshe

wastooclosetome.

Me(pushingheraway):"it'sokay,let'sgetyouhome"

.



.

.

******

Fakeittillyouwinit

******

Tobecontinued

[06/08,02:56] :STRINGSATTACHED

Insert22

•

•

•

•

•

TRUE

•

•

•



•

•

Iparkthecarinsidethedrivewayofherapartment

Naomi(smiles):"hismotorbikeishere,he'shere"

Ilooktomysideandnoticehisbike

Myeyesmeethisashe'sstandingagainstthedoor

frameofthehouse

Ilookbackather

Me:"seemslikehereallydoesn'ttrustmewithyou"

Naomi:"he'sheretocheckifIcamebacksafely"

Asmilegrowsonherfacewithhereyesgluedto

him,hecan'tseeusbecausemywindowsaretinted.

Naomi(lookingatme):"itlookslikewe'llhaveto

startsoonasinnow"

Me:"letmeopenthedoorforyouthen"

Igetoutthecarandsalutehimwithtwofingershe

nodshishead

Iopenthedoorforherl,shegetsoutandIcloseit.



WetakeouttheshoppingbagsfromthebootasI

handthemtoher.

Naomi:"thankyou,Ican'twaittorocktheseoutfits"

Me:"I'mlookingforwardtoit"

Westandbesidethecarforawhilelookingateach

other,shesmilesatme.

Naomi(lowtone):"Okaythat'ssomegoodeye

contactthere"

Ismileholdinginmylaugh,Ipullhercloserand

giveheragentleaffectionatehugwithmyarms

aroundherwaistandhersaroundmyneck,she

movesherheadfrommyshoulderlookingatme

Ican'tbelieveI'mabouttodothis.

Ileaninclosershealsoleansinandwesharea

longpecksuckingherbottomlip.

Me(lookingintohereyes):"Ihadanamazingday"

Naomi(smiling):"metoo,thankstoyou"

Shegivesmeapeckonthecheek

Naomi:"goodnight"



Me:"goodnight"

ShewalkstowardsthedoorwhereZekewasno

longerstanding.

IsighwipingmyforeheadasIgetinthecarand

drivebackhome.

.

.

.

ZEKE

.

.

.

Iwasdrinkingwaterbythesinktryingtocalmthe

burningsensationinmychest.

"Youokay?"

Iturntolookbehindme,whatintheworldhashe

donetoher,myeyesexploreherfromheadtotoe

Naomi(smiling):"whatdoyouthink?"



Sheasksturningaround,Shelookedbreathtakingly

beautiful,Ialmostdidn'trecognizeher,it'slikeI'min

adreamandshe'sanangel

Naomi(smiledisappears):"Iknewyouwouldn'tlikeit,

it'stoogirlyisn'tit?It'sjustnotme...

Me:"wow....I'm...youlookmagical"

Naomi:"magical?...

Me:"youbeautifulBambi,youverybeautiful"

Shesmilestuckinghersoftlonghairbehindher

ears.Icouldjustattackherwithakissrightnow

andripthatdressoffher.

Naomi:"thankyou,itwasTrue'streat"

MysmiledisappearsasIturnbacktothesink

drinkingthelastbitofwaterinthecup.IwishI

didn'thavetoseethatkiss.Iturnbackwalking

towardsheruntilIwasveryclose,Ibrushmyhand

throughhersofthair,sheholdsherbreathlooking

atme.

Me:"yousmellnice"

Naomi(clearsthroat):"th-thankyou"



Oureyeslockforawhile,bythelookinhereyesifI

couldkisshernowshewouldn'tstopme

Shebreakstheeyecontact

Naomi:"letmegoputthesebagsintheroom"

Sheleadsthewaytothebedroom,Iclosethedoor

lockingitbehindme

Shelooksbackatme

Naomi:"it'sgettinglate,youshouldgo"

Me:"ouch,soyounotevengoingtofityourclothes

onforme?"

Naomi:"sorrybutI'mreallytired,I'vebeendoingalot

offittingtoday"

Iremainsilentassheplacesherbagsnicely

againstthewallnearhercloset

Shetiesherhairinaponyassheheadsoutofthe

room.

Herphoneringsonthebed,Ilookatitand

"MASEKO "popsupherscreen.

Ipickitup



Me:"sup?"

"Hey,canIspeaktoNewton"

Me:"shesteppedout,Icouldpassthemessage?"

"Nahit'scool,I'lljustcallinanhour"

Me:"sobeingablessertovarsitystudentsishow

youscoreyourselfpussy?"

"Excuseme?"

Me:"Iseerightthroughyou,andifyouthinkNaomi

isaneasytargetforyourownpleasures,youwill

getwhat'scomingtoyou"

"Okay,tellNewtonIcalled"

Iwasabouttosaysomethingbuthehungup

"Wasthatmyphone?"

Sheasksmakingherwaytowardsme

Me:"yeahuhmitwasTrue"

Naomi:"whatdidhesay?"

Me:"nothingjustsaidhe'llcallyoulater"

Naomi:"ohokay,whydidyouanswermyphone?"



Me:"thoughtitwasimportant"

Naomi:"pleasedon'tanswermycalls,unlessit's

Dad"

Me:"gotit"

Shehadwashedhermakeupoffbutshewasstill

pretty,herskinwasglowing

Naomi:"IthinkI'mgoingtohitthehaynow"

Me:"okay..uhmmybikeranoutoffeulwhenIgot

here,canIcrashhereforthenight?"

Shepressesherlipstogetherwithathoughtfulface

Me:"please"

Naomi:"alrightbutnocuddling"

Me(smiles):"evenifweputpillows?Justlikeold

times"

Naomi(laughs):"Idon'ttrustyou"

Me:"Ipromise,Iwon'tmovethem"

Naomi:"youknowIhaveaboyfriendnow,he

wouldn'tbehappyknowingIcuddlemymalebest



friend"

Me:"Iwon'ttellifyoudon't"

Shesmiles,takingoffhergownandgettinginthe

covershalfnaked,Icouldnevergetusedtoher

sleepinghalfnaked.

Itakeoffmyshirtandmypants,Iswitchoffthe

lightslockingthedoorbeforegettinginthecovers.

Imoveclosertoherwrappingmyarmsaroundher

Me:"thepillowiskindahot"

Naomi:"thenmoveit,butthatmeansnocuddle"

Iremovethepillowandmoveclosertoherholding

her

Naomi:"Zeke....

Me:"Bambi...

Naomi:"youseewhyIdon'ttrustyou...

Me:"shouldIletyougo?....

Sheremainssilentassheholdsmyhandswhich

wasrestingonhertummy



Naomi:"youknowhowharditisformetosaynoto

you,youalwaystakeadvantage...

Me:"it'smycivicduty...

Sheturnstofaceme,Ipullhercloserwrappingmy

legsaroundher

Naomi:"Ican'tbethisclosetoyou"

Me:"Iwon'tdoanythingyoudon'twantmetodo"

Hereyeslandonmylips

Naomi:"Iwantyoutodoeverythingtome"

Mymanimmediatelyriseuppointingatherasall

thethingsIcoulddotoherracethroughmymind.I

pullherfacecloserandweshareakiss,hereyes

closeandsodomineasthekissasIdeepenthe

kissgrabbingherbuttcheek,Islidemyhand

throughherpantyslidingitdownherthighsallthe

waydownhersmoothlegsslippingitoffwiththe

helpofherfeet.

IgetupgettingbetweenherlegsasIplacekisses

downherbellyallthewaytohercleanslightlyhairy

punani,Ibrushmytonguebetweenherlipsplaying



withherclit

"fuck,Zeke,stop....

Icontinuelickingandsuckingasshebrushesmy

head,afterawhileshereleaseslettingoutweak

breathlessmoan

Imovebackuptoherfacekissingherlips

Irubmyselfbyherentrancebutsheholdsmywaist

closingherlegstogether

Naomi:"no...wecan'tdothis,Ican'tdothis...

Me(breathlessly):"Mimie...please...

ShepushesmeabitandIgetoffhersittingbeside

her

Naomi:"I'msorry,Iwantedtostopyoubeforeyou

wentdownonmebut...Igotweak,butIcan'tdothis

withyouZeke,I'minlovewithyou,andasmuchas

thisisfunforyou,butyoucan'thavethebestof

bothworlds,it'seitheryoumineandenjoyallofme,

orweremainfriendsandweleavetheaffectionfor

themanwho'sgoingtofallinlovewithme"

Iheaveasighlookingawayfromhereyes



Me:"Naomi...

Naomi:"Idon'tunderstandZeke,issexallyouwant

fromme?"

Me:"no,it'snotlikethat...

Naomi:"youjustcan'tloveme?...

Me:"IknowmyselfNaomi,I'mgonnamessup,I'm

notfaithful,Ialwaysmessup,Idon'twanttolose

youasmyfriend....

Naomi:"soyoudon'tevenwanttotry?"

Me:"whatifitdoesn'tworkout?I'lllosemyfriend

forever...

Naomi:"whatifitdoes?"

Isighleaningbackonthepillow

Me:"Idon'tdeserveyou....youbetteroffwithTrue"

Shetakesapillowandasmallblanket

Naomi:"youcansleeponthefloororthecouch...

Me:"Bambi...

Naomi(disheartened):"PleaseZeke...youcan'thave



yourcakeandeatittoo"

Itakethepillowandblanketfromher

Ileanintokisshercheekbutsheleansback

dodgingit

Me:"goodnight"

.

.

.

Naomi

.

.

.

Me:"IthinkthesethreewomenareperfectforTrue,

thankyouforhelpingme"

Stella:"mypleasure,they'vebeensingleforwaytoo

long"

Me(laughs):"seemslikeeveryoneisstrugglingwhen

itcomestolove"



Stella:"it'snotaseasyasitlooks"

Me:"yeah,Igetitnow"

Stella:"Zekeisoneconfusedsoul,youdeserve

betterthanthat"

Me:"I'mstartingtohatethatIlovehimsomuch,I

wannastopbecauseithurts,butIcan't"

Stella:"Igetyou,hopefullyyou'llbeabletomove

pastthissomeday"

Me:"Idon'tthinkI'lleverstoplovingZeke,Idon't

thinkI'lleverfeellikethisforsomeoneelse...Idon't

wantto"

Stella:"he'syourfirstlove,soit'snormaltothinklike

that,butwithtimeyou'llrealizethere'ssomuch

betteroutthere,someonewho'llloveyoubackjust

asmuch"

Me:"Ijustwantonepersontolovemejustasmuch"

Stella:"Iknowwhatyoumean"

Me:"how'sthingswithyourwomancrushadmirer"

Stella:"stillgivinghertherunaround,she'stoomuch



ofaplayer"

Me:"butyoudolikelikeher?"

Stella:"yeahIdo,Ijustdon'twannagetplayed,I

meanIdon'tminditbecauseI'mneverlookingfor

anythingseriousbutIalwaysgoforgirlsthatl

havenoseriousfeelingsfor,withthischick,she

couldbreakmyheart"

Isighshakingmyhead

Me:"fear,thisfearofheartbreakisreallymessing

thislovethingup"

Stella:"heartbreakisnotanicefeelingNaomiand

onedayyou'llunderstand"

Me:"Iknowthat,I'vefeltit"

Stella:"I'msorry,Ididn'tmeanto...

Me:"it'sokay...

Wecontinueplanningforhowweweregoingtoset

upthedatesforTruewhilechillingonmybedaswe

weregoingtospendthedaytogether

.



.

.

TRUE

.

.

.

IwasatLinda'splacevisitingIzzie,IknowI

shouldn'tbutit'snotlikeNaomiiswinningatthis

wholemakingmebelieveinlovethingandIreally

can'taffordtoloseIzziewhileI'mplayingstupid

lovegameswithakid,Izzieismybaby'smother

andmysoontobewife,we'vealreadybuiltalot

togetherinashortperiodoftime.

Iwassittingbythecouchwhileshewascookingup

astorminthekitchenforourlunch.Lindalefttogo

seeherfriendsasherwayofgivingusspace.

Izzie:"soItriedthisdatingotherpeoplething"

IturnfromthefootballgameIwaswatching

lookingatherasshedishesupforus



Me:"and?"

Izzie:"itwasn'tthatbad"

Shewalkstowardsmewithfoodonatrayand

placesitonthetableinfrontofme

Me:"soyou'vefoundanyinterestinanyone

particular?"

Sheremainsquietasshepoursusjuiceshebrings

thembothplacingthemonthetable,stillnot

answeringme,myheartskipsbeatsinanticipation

andfearofwhatshehastosay,shebringsherfood

sittingonthecouchacrossme.

Itakeasipofmyjuicelookingatherwaitingforher

tosaysomething

Sheputsamouthfuloffoodinhermouthandstarts

chewing

Me:"babe?Didyounothearme?"

Izzie(swallowing):"oh,wellI'veonlybeengoingout

withoneguy...

Me:"justoneguy?Sinceyoustarted?"



Izzie:"yeah,he'sagoodguy,butit'snotthatdeep"

Me:"doyouhavefeelingsforhim?"

Shelooksatmeandpicksherglassuptakingasip

ofherjuice

Izzie:"No,myfeelingsareonlystillforyou,Ijustlike

himasafriend"

Ileanbackonthecouchlookingatherfacetrying

toreadher

Izzie:"babe,yourfoodwillgetcold"

Me:"you'vemustbeveryhappystayingwithyour

sisterhey...

Izzie(frowns):"whyyousaythat?"

Me:"you'vegainedsomeweight,inagoodway

though"

Izzie:"oh,yeah,Lindajustkeepsfeedingme"

Me:"onewouldthinkyouareexpecting...

Shecoughashereyeswideninsurprise

Izzie:"expecting?(Chuckles)



Me:"yeah,butIknowthatcan'tbeitbecausewe

werepreventing"

Izzie:"yeah...definitelynotpregnant,we'llfocuson

thataftermarriage"

Me:"exactly"

Izzie:"So...how'sitgoingonyourside?Anyonethat

hasstoleyourheartyet?"

Me:"No,myheartstillbelongstoyou"

Shesmilesblushing

Me(smiles):"comesitnexttoyourman"

Shegigglesgettingupwithherplatesittingnextto

me,Ipullherinforakiss.

Me:"onlyonemoremonthleftandwegetback

together"

Izzie:"can'twait"

ItakeherplateputtingitonmylapasItakea

spoonfulfeedingmyself

Izzie(gaspshittingmychest):"that'smyfood"



Ilaughscoopinganotherspoonfulfeedingittoher

Me:"yourstastesmuchmoredelicious"

Izzie(giggling):"it'sliterallythesamefood"

Ikeepfeedingheraswecontinuechattingabout

sweetnothings

MyphoneringsasNewtonpopsuponmyscreen

Izzie:"who'sNewton?"

Me:"Ihavetotakethis...

Shemovesfrommyarmlettingmefreetogetupas

Iheadtowardsthedoornearthekitchenmakingmy

wayoutside

Me:"Newton"

"Maseko,howdoyoudoboyfriend?"

Me(chuckles):"I'mdoingwellgirlfriend,howdoyou

do?"

"I'mnotdoingsowell"

Me(frownsinconcern):"whatdidthatidiotdotoyou



now?"

"Howdoyouknowit'sabouthim?"

Me:"he'stheonlyreasonyouandItalk"

"(Sighs)hedoesn'thavetobetheonlyreason"

Me:"okay,whatisitaboutthen?"

"Ijust...Idon'tknow,youtheonlypersonwhoknows

howtomakemeforgetabouteverythingelse...can

yousaysomething?"

Me(smiles):"likewhat?"

"Anything"

Me:"lobsterspeeoneachotherasawayof

communicating"

"Really?"

Me:"yep"

Shelaughs

"Thatwassoweirdtosay"

Me:"yousaidanything"

"that'sadisgustingwaytocommunicate"



Me:"Iknowright"

Izzie:"babe?"

Ilookuptowardsthedoor

Me:"uhmNewton,Ihavetogo...

"Okay...

Me:"I'llcallyoulaterokay?"

"Okay....

Me:"trythinkingaboutsomethingelse,Iwantyou

feelingbetterwhenIcallokay?"

"Okay...I'lltellyouaboutthethreelastdatesIgot

foryou"

Me:"lookingforwardtoit,byekiddo"

IhangupandwalktowardsIzziebythedoor

Izzie:"whowereyoutalkingto?"

Me:"Bandile..

Izzie:"ohokay,he'sstealingthelimitedtimeIhave

withyou"

Me:"notanymore...



Ipickherupasweheadtothebedroom

.

.

.

******

"morethanfriendsbutlessthanacouple"

*******

Tobecontinued...
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Iwatchedthemasshewasflirtingbrushinghis

shoulderwhilelaughingatwhateverjokehejust

whispered.

Theywalkedbacktowardsme,whenZekeaskedfor

ustogooutfordrinksandfunlikewenormallydo,I

didn'texpecthimtoinviteSbahle.Hisattentionwas

allonhertonight,Ifeellikeathirdwheel.Iwon't

pretendtobeokaybecausechestpainswere

havingnomercyonmeright,Ireallyjustwanna

burstintotearsbutIdon'tdothatinpublic.

Hewalkstomysideofthetablekissingmycheek

Zeke:"youokayBambi?"

HegoestohisseatnexttoSbahleacrossme



Me:"I'mfine"

Zeke:"you'vebeenholdingthesamebottlesincewe

gothere,youbarelyhalfwaydown"

Ilookatmybottleofbeeronthetable

Me:"IguessI'mjustnotthatthirstytonight"

Sbahle(smiling):"Iknowwhatwillcheerherup,let's

godance"

Zeke:"that'sagreatidea,Bambi?"

Ishakemyheaddisagreeing

Hecomestomysidesittingbesidemeveryclose

ashewrapshisarmaroundme

Zeke(softlyagainstmyear):"yousureyouokay?"

Me:"I'mfine"

HepullsmychinuptolookinhiseyeswhichI

alwayslosemyselfin,Ihatehowvulnerablehe

makesmefeel.

Zeke:"Icantakeusbackhomeifyouwant"

Me:"pleasedon't,tellyouwhat,youtwogodance



whileIfinishupafewofmybottlesthenI'llbe

readytocomejoinyou"

Zeke:"yousure?"

Me:"yes"

Zeke(whisperinginmyear):"CauseIcouldjusttell

hertogodanceandwecouldditchher?"

Iburstintolaughterpushinghimaway

Me(smiling):"hey!That'smean"

Zeke(laughs):"there'sthesmileIlove"

Someoneclearstheirthroat,welookather,fora

momentitfeltlikeshewasn'there.

Sbahle:"arewegoingtodanceorwhat?"

Helooksatme,Inodgivinghimpermission,he

kissesmyforeheadandgetsuppullingSbahlefrom

herseatastheygotothedancefloor.Myheart

sinkswatchingthemasIrememberhowitwas

alwaysjusthimandI,nooneinbetween,doingall

thecrazythingsimaginable,gettingridofanyone

whotriesflirtingwithus,gettingguystobuysdrinks

formewhichmeantfreedrinksforus.



Nowthere'sSbahleinthepicturewhichhecan't

seemtogetridoff,hemightbereallyintoher,she's

thefirstgirltostickaroundthislong,shemustbe

givinghimthebestsex,Itakemyphoneoutlooking

throughmyWhatsApp.IalmostforgotTruewason

hisfinaldatetonight,hedidn'tliketheothertwo

girls,Ireallypraythisoneisgoingwell

.

.

.

TRUE

.

.

.

Her(laughing):"Iknowright!Ineverheartheendofit

frommydadaswell"

Me(laughing):"Imeanit'snotlikeImindbeing

remindedaboutmyage"

ShelaughsshowingherperfectlyColgatewhite



straightteeth,Ismilelookingather.

Her:"parents,wecan'tlivewiththem,can'tlive

withoutthem"

Ipickupmyglassofchampagnetiltingittowards

herabit

Me:"youcansaythatagain"

Shealsotakesherglassdrinking,astherewasabit

ofsilence.Sheisverybeautiful,haseverythingyou

couldaskforinawomanbutIwasjustnotfeeling

herinthatway

Me:"didImentionhowbeautifulyouare?"

Shesmilesblushing

Her:"onlyliketwentyhundredtimes"

Ilaugh,shealsohasalovelypersonalitywhich

makesthingswayeasierandnotawkwardatall.

Her:"Ilikeyou"

Me(smiling):"Ilikeyoutoo"

WecontinueeatingasIfeelmyphonevibrate

throughmypants,ItakeitoutasNewton's



WhatsApptextpopsonmyscreenwithotherbunch

ofmessagefromdifferentpeople.

Me:"I'msorrybutcanIberudejustforafew

minutes,itmightbeimportant"

Her:"oneminutemax"

Me:"that'smorethanenough"

IopenmyphonegoingstraighttoWhatsAppand

openhertext

"(Newton)hey,Ihopethedateisgoingwellcause

thatisthelastofthem.

ButI'msureyouhavingwaymuchmorefunthanI

am,Ifeellikeathirdwheel,wenttotheclubwith

ZekeandheinvitedSbahle,they'vebeensocosyin

frontofmeandIcan'ttakethisheartacheanymore

IwishIcouldjustditchthemandUber

home butIdon'twanttomakehimthinkhe's

makingmejealousbecauseheknowshowIfeel

abouthimIneverhidmyfeelingsforhimandhe's

doingthisonpurpose ...Ifeellikecryingand

onlyoneweekisleftandyougobacktoyourlife,



we'vealreadydoneeverythingonthelist.And

honestlyI'mgladbecausethiswasjustthemost

painfulprocess,beingrejectedmorethanonceis

heartbreakingandstillbeingclosefriendswiththat

personisevenmoreheartbreaking .

Pleasecallmewhenyoufree,Iwannahearall

aboutyournight "

Ifeelsomestinginmychestafterreadingher

message

Itextherback

Me(texting):"sendmeyourlocationnow"

Ilogoffswitchingoffmyphoneandbringingmy

attentionbacktomydate

Me:"I'msorryaboutthat"

Her:"iseverythingokay?Youlookedkindofworried

orconcernedreadingthroughwhateveryouwere

reading"

Me:"yeah,afriendofmineisintrouble"

Her:"isitNaomi?"



Me(frowns):"whatmakesyousaythat?"

Her:"you'vebeentalkingaboutherthroughoutour

date"

Me:"didItalkaboutherthatmuch?"

Shenods

Her:"Ilikeher,ifitwasn'tforherIwouldn'thavemet

SouthAfrica'sbestscreenwriter"

Me:"youagoodwoman"

Her:"andyouagoodman"

Me:"Ihopeyoufindtheloveofyourlifesoon,I'm

sorrythatI'mnottheone"

Shelooksdowndisappointed

Me:"Ireallydolikeyou,butnothingmoreasa

friend"

Her:"Iunderstand...isNaomitheluckygirl?"

Me:"Ihaveafiancewho'spregnantwithmyfirst

born..wellIhaven'taskedhertomarrymeyet,but

I'mplanningto,Ijustwantedtobesureshewasthe

onebeforedivingintomarriage"



Her:"ohh...okay,Iunderstand"

Igetup

Me:"Ihavetorushsomewhere,canIpleasepaythe

billandbeexcused?"

Her(smiles):"youmaypayandbeexcused,I'llchill

hereforalittlewhile"

Iwalkovertoherhelpingherstandupasweshare

ahug

Me:"itwasreallynicemeetingyou,Iwishyouallthe

bestinlife"

Her:"itwasanhonormeetingyou,Ihopeyoumarry

totheloveofyourlife"

WeletgoofeachotherasIplaceastackofmoney

inthetable,waymorethanthebillsoshe'lltakethe

restforherself.

Ismileatherbeforewalkingout,pressingthe

locationNaomijustsentdrivingoff.

.

.



.

Naomi

.

.

.

Theyweredancingasiftheyweretheonlyonesin

thatdancefloor,verysexually,asshewasmoving

herbodyslowlyagainsthimasheheldhercloserto

himleavingnogapbetweenthemasiftheywere

abouttokiss,herarmswrappedaroundhisneck,

mymindjotsbacktothefirstnightwemet

******

Wemakeastopatsomenightclubandhaveafew

drinksjustenoughtogetdrunk,weweredancingon

thedancefloorwithbottlesinourhands,hisarms

andbodywasallovermeasIwasmovingmybody

againsthim,itwasdefinitelythealcoholinme

dancingandallthiscontactwasturningmeon.

Iturnedtofacehimaswecontinuedhepulledme



closeenoughtoclosethelittlegapthatwas

betweenus,ournosestouchingasoureyesnever

lefteachother,boycouldkeepeyecontactwhich

wasatotalturnonashehasthesemesmerizing

lazybrowneyes,hispantswerebulgingashishard

wasrubbingagainstme,hisfacekeptmoving

closeruntilourlipsweretouching,brushingover

eachotherwiththestrongdesiretokissbutwe

didn't,IjustkeptmyeyesclosedandItookinallthe

feelingsthatwerehappeningtomybodyallatonce,

thesexualadrenalineIwastryingtocontrolin

public,Iswearamoanwasabouttoescapemylips

whenIfelthiswarmbreathagainstmyear..

Me:"let'sgetoutofhere"

********

Iwipetheonetearthatescapedmyeye,andthe

otheronethatcamerightafter,beforeIknewit

tearswerestreamingdownmyface.

Me(cryinguncontrollably):"No,fuckNaomi!Stop

beingababydamit!...



Igetup,Ineedtogetoutofherebeforesomeone

seesmelikethis.

Iheadtowardstheexitbutbumpintosomeone's

chestblockingmyway

Me(tryingtopass):"sorry...

Itrypushhimasidebuthewasstrongasrock

"Wellnowhe'lldefinitelythinkhe'smakingyou

jealous?"

Ilookupathimwipingoffmytearswhichwere

makingmyvisionblurry,myheartskipsabeatasI

realizeit'shimaconfusingamountofjoyflushes

myheartasIsqueezehiminahugwrappingmy

armsaroundhiswaist

Me:"youhere!"

Heholdsmebackrubbingmyheadwhichwas

againsthischest

True:"I'mherenow"

Heremovesmyfacefromhischestcuppingitashe

makesmelookathim



True:"lookatyoucryinglikeapussyinfrontof

people....

IlaughasIattempttowipemytearsbuthewipes

themforme

True:"stopembarrassingmeandlet'sgetbackin

there...

Ismilelookingathim,I'veneverbeensohappyto

seeanyoneinmylife,hecameattherighttimeas

usual,Ihughimoncemore

Me:"youdefinitelyanangel,I'mnotdoubtingit

anymore"

True:"Iknow,onedayI'llshowyoumywings,Ijust

don'twanttoscareyou..

Ilaughasweheadbacktothetablesittingnextto

eachother

.

.

.

ZEKE



.

.

.

Herheadwasrestedonmineaswedancedslowly.

Herbodyagainstminemademybloodrush,asmy

dickwashardagainsther

Sbahle:"Iwishwecouldgetoutofhere"

Me:"WhatareyoudoingtomeSbahle"

Hertouchsentshiversdownmyspine,Ithought

onlyonepersonmademefeelthiswaybutthen

againwhenI'mdrunkanywoman'stouchcanhave

aneffectonme,we'vegrownclosertoeachother

thesepastfewweeks,IfiguredsinceNaomiwas

happyinarelationshipwithTrueImightaswelllet

herbewithsomeonewhocantreatherbetterthanI

everwillwhileIkeepourfriendship.

SbahlenevergaveuponmeuntilIgaveintoher

andgaveherachanceatthisrelationshipthing.

Sbahle:"whydidyouhavetoinviteyourfriend,now

she'ssittingtherebeingathirdwheel,wecan'teven



ditchher"

Imoveherawayfrommeasmyeyeswonder

around

Me:"shesaidshewouldcomedancewithus..where

isshe?"

Ilookupatthetableweweresittingonupstairsand

thereshewaslaughingwhilebeingcosywith

someonebutIcouldn'tseehisfacefromdownhere.

Me:"let'sgobackup"

Sbahle:"dowehaveto?...

Ipullherhandaswewalkupthestairstoourtable,

oureyeslockedasIlookedathim,itwasTrue,

whendidhegethere?Didshecallhimhere?

Me:"hey...wasn'tawarewehadmorecompany"

Naomi:"oh,yeah,Iinvitedhim...

True:"hopeyoudon'tmind.

Me:"ofcausenot(lookingatNaomi)andwewaited

foryou...

Naomi:"Ididn'tfeellikedancing"



Shehadherlegsonhislapashebrushedher

smoothlegsandherthighswereondisplayasshe

waswearingshorts

WesitacrossthemasSbahlescoochescloserto

meplacingherheadonmyshoulder

True:"youtwomakeagoodmatch"

Sbahle:"thankyou"

Ilookatherandsheshrugshershoulders

Me:"samegoesforyou...

Naomi:"thankyou...he'sthebest..

Shesaysmovingcloseruntilshewassittingonhis

lapwithherarmaroundhisneck,hepecksherlips

showingeachothersomuchaffection,it'stheway

helooksatherthatmakesmefeelsometypaway

ImoveSbahleawayfrommyshoulder.

Naomi:"actually,onsecondthought,Ireallyfeellike

dancingnow"

ShegetsuppullingTrue'shandup,helaughsashe

hardenshimselfmakingherstruggletopullhimup



Naomi(laughing):"baabe!Comeon...

True:"whatareyoudoing?"

Naomi:"I'mtryingtopullyouup..

Sbahlelaughswatchingherstrugglehelplessly

Naomi:"True!getuuup...

Hepullshertohimasshefallsonherbuttonhis

lapbeforepickingherupwithherlegswrapped

aroundhiswaistandtheyheadtothedancefloor.

Idrinkherhalfwaybottleofbeerfinishingitup

Sbahle:"babe,let'sgojointhem"

Me:"I'mnotinthemoodanymore,canwejustchill

here"

Sbahle:"noways,Icametohavefun,soyou'llmeet

atthedancefloor"

Shepecksmylipsandheaddownstairs

Iwatchthemdancing,shelookssocomfortable

aroundhim.

.



.

.
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.

.
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Me:"lookhowthetableshaveturned"

Naomi(smiling):"he'snotevencomingdownto

danceanymore,hismoodhasdefinitelydropped"

Me:"Inoticed"

Naomi:"thankyouforcomingtomyrescue,Iwas

startingtolooklikeafool"

Me:"youwelcome"

Ipullhercloserclosingthegapbetweenus,I'vehad

acoupleofbeersandshotssinceIgothereandI

wasabitdrunk.

Myarmswrappedaroundherslimwaist,myheart

wasbeatingatanirregularratemybloodhotwith



everybrushofherhandonmyshoulderdownmy

back,Idon'tthinksherealizeshowshe'smaking

mefeel,Ialsodon'tunderstandwhyIwasfeeling

thiswayeitherbutwitheachpassingdayofour

pretencethemorerealitstartsfeeling,Imightbe

growinglustfulfeelingsforher,we'vebeenvery

sexuallyaffectionatetheeachotheractingforZeke

buthereffecttomeisveryreal,wemighthaveto

stopthisgamebeforeIdosomethingI'llregret.

Naomi:"whyyoulookingatmelikethat?"

Me:"I'mhorny"

Sheraisesherbrowssurprised

Naomi:"Iknow,Icanfeelyou"

Me:"isitmakingyouuncomfortable?"

Naomi:"no,Iunderstand,ithappenstoguyswhena

girlistooclose"

Me:"Idon'tgethardforjustanygirl"

Hereyeswidenpassionatelyasshelooksintomy

eyes

Shemovesawayfrommeabitandchuckles



lookingawayfrommyeyes

Naomi:"Idon'tthinkZekeiswatchingus,there'sno

needtopretendanymore"

Ilookaround

Me(chuckles):"youright...

Naomi(laughs):"youreallycangetintocharacter,

that'swhyyoumyfavoriteactor,Ialmostbelieved

you"

Ilaughasweheadbackup,wefindZekesitting

withsomerandomchickflirtingwithherholdingher

butt,IfrownlookingaroundforhisgirlfriendSbahle.

Ishakemyheadindisbelief,thisguyisdefinitely

notreadyforacommittedrelationship,Inowget

whyhe'spushingNaomiaway

Naomi:"Zeke!...

Shegetsbetweenthempushingheraway

Naomi(disheartened):"whatareyoudoing!?...

Hewasnowshitdrunk

Zeke:"heybabedon'tworryyou'llalsogetyourturn...



Hesayspullinghercloser

Shepusheshimoffher

Naomi:"whataboutuSbahle!?Isn'tsheyour

girlfriend,whyyouentertainingotherwomen!?...

Zeke:"it'snotlikeIwashavingsexwithher!...

Hesaysreferringtothegirlhewasflirtingwith

Sheslapshimacrossthefaceandangerengulfs

herfacewithhurtinhereyes

Naomi(breakingvoice):"youaJerk!Ihateyou!...

Shekeepspushinghimuntilhestaggered

backwardsfallingtotheground

Naomi:"IwishIneverfellinlovewithyou!IwishI

nevermetyou!...

Hertearsfallsfromhereyesashervoicefades

awaychokinginpain,Ipullheraway

Me:"letmetakeyouhome"

SheburiesherfaceonmychestasIleadusoutthe

clubintomycar.



IopenthedoorforherlettingherinasIgetbythe

driver'sseatanddriveoff,eventhoughIwasmad

drunkbutIcandrive.

Shewascryingfacingherbodytowardsthedoor,

tryingtobeasquietaspossiblebutfailing

Me:"pleasetrytocalmdown,you'llrunoutofbreath

andhaveaheartattackifyouallowthispaintotake

overyou"

Naomi(crying):"Ihatehimsomuch,Ihatehim....

Me:"Iknow...

Irubhershouldertryingtocalmherdown

Butshejustkepton,shewasveryheartbroken

whichboughtbackunpleasantmemoriesofmy

past,thereasonIhatelove.

Iparkinfrontofhergate.

Me:"goin,drinkwater,takeashower,readyour

favoritebookorwatchamovie,eatsomething...and

I'llcallyoulatertocheckinonyou"

Sheshakesherhead



Naomi:"pleasedon'tleavemeherealone"

Ireverseanddriveofftomyplace

.

.

.

ZEKE

.

.

.

AfterlookingaroundforSbahleasshewas

nowheretobefound,Ilefttheclubanddrovetomy

place.AfterNaomileftlikethatandtheoutburst

shethrewitbrokemyheart.Icouldn'tstaythere

anymore,Idon'tunderstandwhyshewassoangry

atmeforflirtingwhenshehadTruewithher.It

seemslikeourfriendshipwillneverbethesame

again,ifonlysheknewhowIfeltabouther,thelove

Ihaveforhershe'dunderstandwhyIcan'tbewith

her,theloveIhaveforhersurpassestheloveshe

hasforme,itgoeswaydeeperthanromance,Iwish



Icouldexplainittoherbutshe'llneverunderstand

andhonestlyIdon'tthinkIunderstanditmyself,I've

triedmybestnottoloseherbutitseemslikeI'm

losinghereitherway.

Iparkinfrontofmyhouseandwalkin,staggering

aroundasIamstillverydrunk.

IheadtothecouchthrowingmyselfonitasIpass

out.

.

.

.

NAOMI

.

.

.

It'slikeeverytimeI'maroundZekehemakesmefeel

adifferenttypeofheartbreakeachmorepainful

thantheother,butthistime,itwasanexcruciating

painI'veeverfelt.Itwasevenhardformetobreath.



True:"here,havesomewater"

Itaketheglassfromhimdrinkingitallup

True:"icecream?"

Inodashehandsmethesmalltubwithaspoon

Me:"sharewithme?"

True:"asyouwish"

Hesaysbringingaspoonfrombehindhim

Ilaugh,hiseyeswereredandabitlazyashewas

drunk,Ichallengedhimtoshotsearlier,thisone

neverbacksdownachallenge.

Me:"soyoualreadyhadaspoon!"

True(laughing):"Iwashopingyou'dsharewithme"

Iopenthetuboficecreamaswebothdigin

enjoyingthedelicioustreat,ashehadhisonearm

aroundmesittingclosetome.

Me:"canwegoplayatyourgameroom?Ireally

enjoyedittheotherdayyouleftmeinthisbig

house"



True:"Inoticed,youleftitamess,youdidn'tclean

upafteryourselfNewton"

Me(smilesembarrassingly):"IranouttheminuteI

heardyourcar"

True:"andthereIwasthinkingyouexcitedtoseeme

kantiyouarehidingyourmisbehaving"

Me:"it'sacoolroomIcouldn'tcomeoutonceIwent

in"

True:"Iknow...butyoudothatagainyou'llgeta

beatingandbebannedlikeBandile,askhimwhat

happenstopeoplewhomessupmygames"

Me:"damn,Bandileyourfriend?He'sbanned?"

True:'itsbeenalmostayearnow,he'sbeenbanned"

Ilookathim

Me:"okaybutyouwouldn'treallybeatmeright?"

True:":"whatwouldstopme,that'sapunishment

peoplewhomesswithmygamesget,Bandilegota

fewgoodpunches"

Me:"youwouldpunchme?"



True:"Idon'tbeatwomen...

Me:"butyoujustsaid....

True:"notphysically,there'sonlyonewayamancan

beatawoman...

Ilookathimashiseyeswerefixedonme,Idon't

knowifit'sthealcoholorthewayhelooksatmeis

different

Me:"howdoyoubeatawoman?"

True:"messupmygamesagainandyou'llfindout...

HisfacewastoocloseasIranoutofwords

Me:"howdoyoubeatawoman?Abeatingisa

beatinghowcanitbedifferentfromhowyoubeata

manandawoman?"

Helaughslookingatmeamusedbymyconfusion

True:"Iwastaughtthere'sonlyonewayamanbeats

awoman...

Me:"how?"

True:"withmystick"



Me:"astick?Likehowparentshittheirnaughty

children?"

Helaughsoutloud

True:"notthatkindofstick,thisstick...

Hegrabshisdickoverhispantsastheyshapedit

out

IlookbackupathimstandinguppretendingIdidn't

justseehishardbulgingstick

Me(laughs):"quitplayingTrueandlet'sgoplaypool"

Hechucklesgettingup,Icannevertellwhenhe's

beingseriousandwhenhe'sjokingcausehe

alwayskeepsastraightfaceuntilIfigureoutthat

he'sactuallyjoking.

Weheadtothegameroomanditlooksbrandnew,

hereallylikesorder,you'dswearhehasOCD

Itakethepoolstick.

Me:"watchmebeatyouinyourowngame"

Hechucklessarcasticallymakingthat"yeahright"

face



TobehonestIcan'tevenplaypoolIonlyknowyou

tryhittheballsintotheholesthroughthewhiteball

butIdon'tknowtherulesofthegame,thelasttime

IplayedhereIlefthisballsunpackedlikeIfound

themandotherthings.

True:"setupthenMisspropooler"

Ilookatthetableandtheballsinthetrianglethingy,

Iremoveit.

Me:"I'llstart"

Itakethewhiteballwhereitstays

True:"you'lldothebreak?"

Me:"thebreak?"

Hesmileslookingatesuspiciously

True:"youdon'tknowhowtoplaydoyou?"

Me:"Okay,Idon'tbutI'veseenonTV"

True:"okay,playletmesee"

IbenddownalittleasItryholdingthestickproperly

True:"you'llmissholdingitlikethat"



Me:"IknowwhatI'mdoing"

True:"okay...

Itryhitthewhiteballbutmissit,Ilookathimashe

holdsIhislaughshakinghishead,Itryagainand

hititthistimebutitdoesn'tmakeittotheother

balls

Igruntinfrustrationasheburstsintolaughter

Ileansoverthetable

True:"thisishowyouholdastick"

Heaimswithhisoneeyeclosedashehotstheball

andalltheballsscatteralloverthetablesome

goingintheholes

True:"that'showit'sdone"

IrollmyeyesasIleanoverstillstrugglingtohold

thestick

Hewalkstowardsmestandingnexttome

True:"onehandhere...

Heplacesmyonehandattheendofthestickand

theotherunderitbetweenmyfingers,Itrytohitbut



failasitrollsslowlynothittinganyball

True:"youdoingthepullandpushwrong,youneed

agoodaim...

Me:"thisisnotaseasyasyoumakeitlook"

Hegetsbehindme

True:"followmylead"

Heplaceshisleftarmunderneathmineashe

placeshisrighthandontopofmineholdingthe

stickbetweenthethumbandtheindexfingerofour

lefthand...hepullsmyrighthandbackslowly

aimingwiththesideofhisfaceagainstmine

focusedontheball,IlookathimasIfeelsotiny

beneathhim,ishisdicknaturallythisbigorisit

hard,Ican'tgetusedtoitbeingthisclosetome,not

thatImeantolookbutit'salwaysvisibleunderhis

pantsit'ssometimeshardtomiss,itfeelssowrong

tobethisclosetohimspeciallynowthatZekeis

notaroundtopretendfor.

True:"thereyougo...

Istartlelookingbackonthetableandhisalreadyhit



theballasoneofthemgoesinthehole

Me:"howdidIdothat?...

True:"youweren'tconcentratingNewton...

Me(laughs):"howwasIsupposedtowhenyouwere

suffocatingme...

True:"isthatwhatyoucallit...

Ifrownconfusedlookingathimashefocuseson

theballagain.Ileanonthestickwatchinghimasit

keptbendingabit,Ikeptmakingitbendandletting

itstraightagain,watchinghimkeepscoringballs

inside.Istartleasthestickcracksbreaking,Igasp

inshockasfearengulfsmewithmyeyespopped

outlookingathim,hiseyeswerewidenedlookingat

hisbrokenstick

True:"Nonono....

Me:"I'msorry!Ididn'tmeanto...

True:"Fuck!...

Hetakesitfrommelookingatittryingtoputitback

togetherbutitwasuseless,hisfacewasfilledwith

devastation



Me(fearfully):"I'msorryTrue...

Heputsitonthetablepackingawaytheballsnicely

backtotheirplaces,Istandtherewatchinghimas

myheartbeatsfasterfearfully

Heturnsbacktolookatmeafterawhileleaning

againstthetable,heinstructsmetocometohim

withhisfinger,Iwalkclosertohimslowlyandstand

aboutonefootawayfromhim

True:"youmessedup,onceagain"

Me:"Ididn'tmeanto...

True:"nowI'llhavetobeatyouup"

Ichucklelookingathim

Me:"youjusttryingtoscareme,lookI'llpayforyour

stickokay,itwasamistake"

True:"youdon'ttakemeseriouslydoyou?You

forgetthatI'molderthanyou"

Irollmyeyespushinghischestplayfully

Me:"youwouldn'tdoit...

True:"isthatachallenge?...



Me:"No...

True:"why,youscaredImightdoit?"

Hemovesclosertome

True:"youbrokemystick,nowyouhavetobe

punished"

Hegrabsmebythewaistturningmearound

pinningmeagainstthetable,myheartbeatracesin

excitement

Me(breathlessly):"No...True!...

True:"haveyoueverbeenbeatenbefore?"

Ishakemyhead

True:"I'mabouttodounspeakablethingstoyou,

you'llbegformorewhilebeggingmetostopwhile

yelpingformercy...

Itfeltlikeavibratorwasplacedontheladybetween

mylegsasitthrobs

Me:"Truestop....



Itcomesoutasawimpinsteadofawarning

True:"Ididwarnyou...

Icouldbarelybreathasheliftsupmylegspinning

evenharderagainstme,Igiveintohisseduction

afterfailingtostophimwrappingmyarmsaround

hisneck,heleansinkissingmylips,ytummy

flattersasmylegsgetweaker.

Myeyesshutenjoyinghislipssuckingonmine,he

takesmyhandplacingitbetweenusonhissixpack

underhisshirtasheleadsitdowntowardshis

pantsslidinginside,Iwrapmyhandaroundhisdick,

indeeditwasasbigasitlooksunderhispantsbut

eventhickernowthatitwashardwebothrubbedit

upanddownwithhishandovermine,heletsgoas

Icontinue,Icouldfeelhisheartbeatingagainmy

chestashedeepensthekisswithourtongues

swirlingaroundeachother,hishandsqueezingmy

buttspreadingmycheeksapart,histouchwas

differentabitmoreroughandstrongerthanwhat

I'musedto,hewasroughwithmebutinanexciting

way,heturnsmearoundasIbalancemyhandson

thetable,mypussywaswetdesperatelythrobbing



forhim,myheartthuddinghardagainstmychest,

myskincoveredingoosebumps

Withhishandaroundmeunbuttoningmyshortsas

hekissesmewithmyheadturnedtomyside,he

quicklypullsmyshortsdown,hisfingerdoesit's

magicinbetweenmysoakingwetpussylips,his

fingerfeltthickerandmanly,watchingtheveins

poppingouthisarmsturnedmeon,onanotherlevel

thethoughtofhimbeingolderwasnotasscaryto

meanymoreitwasnowsexy

IgaspasIfeelhismeatagainstmybuttasherubs

itovermybuttcheeks,heroughlybendsmeover

againstthepooltable,herubshimselfonmy

entrance,Iwimpinfearofthesizeofhisthing

gettinginsideme...

True:"shit...

HecussesinfrustrationasIdon'tfeelhimonme

anymore,Iturnlookingathim

Me:"what'swrong?"

True:"wecan'tdothis...



Iwalkclosertohim

Me(desperately):"Nono,wecan...

Igrabhisdickkissinghim,hiskissesmeback

weaklyashepushpushesmeaway

True(breathlessly):"Ipromised,IpromisedIzzie...I

can'tcheatonher,you'dhavetobeminebeforeI

couldfuckwithyou"

Ipullhimclosertome

Me:"it'llbeaonceoff,please"

Wekissoncemoreasherubshimselfonmy

entrance,amoanescapesmymouthasheplaces

thetipofhismushroomheadonmyentrance

Me(whispers):"putitin...

Hegruntssteppingbackpullinguphispants

True:"younotminetohave,Ishouldn'thaveledyou

onlikethat...

Me(disappointedly):"True...

True:"Idon'tthinkit'ssafebeingaroundyou

anymore"



Hewalkstowardsthedoor

Me:"wait,True!

Hewalksout,Isighshamefullypickingupmypanty

fromthefloor

.

.

.

*****

"tooclosetoalmost"

*****

Tobecontinued...
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IwasontheguestroomtryingfinishwhatTrue

startedbutIsuckatmasterbation,Idon'tfeelany

pleasurefromitnomatterhowmanytimesItry,the

pornIwaswatchingwasn'thelpingbutmakingit

worseforme,Iclosemyeyesimagininghisdick

rubbingagainstme,thatheatedmomentbythe

pooltable,myhandwasn'tdoinganythingforme,I

wasgettingfrustratedasIdesperatelyjustwanted

tocum.

Isighsinfrustrationrestingmyhandonmypussy

whilewatchingthewhitebrunettebeingpoundedby

thebigblackdick,itwasthesamesizeasTrue's,I

couldn'tgethimoffmymind,hisroughbutgentle



touch,hisauthorityoverme,Ithrowmyphoneon

thebedcoveringmyface,amInotprettyenough?

WhyamIeasilyrejected?Isitsomethingwrong

thatI'mdoing?Butthenagainmaybeit'sgoodthat

Truestopped,itwould'vemadethingsawkward

betweenusiftheyaren'talreadyare.

Isightryingtopleasemyselfonceagain

Me:"thisisuseless,howdopeopleevenplease

themselveslikethis...

Ihearthedoorscreeching,Istartlelookingatthe

doorashewalksinbuttnaked,hisdickhardand

awake

True:"youdoingitwrong...

Isitupashesitsattheedgeofthebed

Me:"howlonghaveyoubeenthere?"

True:"justgotheredon'tworryIdidn'tseeyour

embarrassingmasturbatingsession"

Welaugh

True:"Icouldn'tsleep...



Me:"same....

True:"Idon'twanttocheat...Ialsodon'twantto

makeyoufeelused"

Me:"it'snotcheatingwheny'allhavebroken

up...andIwon'tfeelusedifIconsented"

Herubsmythighgoinginbetweenthem

ashisthumbopensupmyfolds,Igaspatthe

feelingofhistouchinme

True:"IonlysleepwithawomanwhenI'mclaiming

herasmine,Idon'tbelieveinbeingaplayer"

Inodclosingmyeyesenjoyingtheworksofhis

fingersinplayingwithmypussy,hishanddoesa

waymorepleasurousjobthanwhatmyuseless

fingersweredoing.

True:"butitseemslikeIcan'tresistyour

temptation...

Ilookathimfilledwithsomuchdesireforhim,

desperateforhimtodothoseunspeakablethings

tomehesaidhewasgoingtodotome

Me:"comeherethen...



True:"Iwon'thavesexwithyou,Ijustcametohelp

yougetridofthefrustrationIstarted...

Heliesbetweenmylegswithhisfaceburiedinmy

thighsashelicksbetweenmylipshistongue

reachesaspotthatbringsaboutahugeamountof

pleasurablesensation

Me(moaning):"aahhstayrightthere...yeahhh....

IliftmyheadupnotbelievingwhatIwasfeeling

makingmeweakaswavesofweakening

sensationsrunthroughmybloodallovermybody,

hishandholdingmyboobwhiletwistingand

playingwithmynipplegently,ashisothermovesin

andoutmyentrance,Icuphisfacebrushinghis

beardtiltingmyheaduptotheceilingasmyjuices

comeflowingoutbringingaboutahugesenseof

reliefandpleasure.

Hekisseshiswayuptomeuntilhereachesmylips

andwefrenchkiss,myhandsfindshisdickrubbing

it

Me:"myturntoreturnthefavor...

IpushhimtolieonhisbackasIgodownonhim,



pickinguphisheavyhardblackweaponrubbingit

upanddownasmymindwondersifit'sgoingtofit

inmymouth,itwassohardandthickandveryveiny,

IknowforafactIwouldn'tbeabletotakeitallin,

notinanyholeofmybody.

Isuckhismushroomshapedheadasitfeels

smoothinmymouth,Iswirlmytonguearoundit

beforeputtingitinmymouthsuckingitupand

downasitchokesmemakingmegagbutIcontinue

evenfasterwiththehelpofmyhandasmyslimy

spitslidesdownhispipe,hegrabsmyhairholding

itinpositionashemovesmyheaddownshoving

hisdickdownmythroatitblocksmyairwaymaking

ithardformetobreathastearsdropfrommyeyes

onhispelvicarea,heletsmeupandIgaspforair

tryingtocatchmybreaththenhemakesmego

slowerashegruntsexplodinginmymouth,Ispit

hisspermonhisdickrubbingitupanddownhis

wetslimydick.

Igoupandlaynexttohim,althoughIfeltasense

ofreliefIwasstillcravinghiminsideofmeandwas

stillthrobbingforhim.



Hepullsmetohischest,Iwrapmylegoverhim

withhisdickagainstmyleg

True:"yougiveameanblowjob"

Ismilelookingathim

Me:"Ican'tbehalfasgoodasyouthough...

Hechuckles

Me:"Icouldonlyimaginehowmuchbetteryoumust

beinsideofme...

Helooksatme

True:"ifIhavesexwithyou,I'dbeclaimingyouas

mine...yourheartbelongstosomeoneelse,soI

can'tputmyselfthroughthat"

Me(sighs):"Iunderstand,Izzieisveryluckytohave

amanlikeyouTrue,eventhoughyoudon'tbelieve

inlove,butyougiveyouralltoloyalty,youfaithful

andhonest,youalsodon'tbreakyourpromises,not

anymancouldhaveanakedsexymodelwoman

likemebesideshimandnotdoanythingtohereven

thoughshegivespermission...

WelaughathowIjusthypedmyselfup



True(laughing):"yougosexymodelwoman"

Ilaughburyingmyfaceonhischest

True:"it'snoteasy,onlyGodknowsthethingsIwant

tobedoingtoyourightnowandImightnotsee

heavenforthesenastydesires,butyou'vebecome

toospecialtometotreatyoulikesomecheaphoe,

youdeservetobewifedup,lovedandsecuredZeke

betterwakeupandsmellthecoffeebeforeanother

mansnatchesyouaway"

Me:"don'tremindmeaboutthatone,Ireallyhate

himrightnow"

True:"right...

Me:"tomorrowcanweforgettonight,this,between

useverhappened?Ifyoudon'tmind?"

True:"gotit..tonightneverhappened"

Ismilebrushinghisabs

True:"butyoustillbannedfrommygameroom....

Ilaughlookingathim,Iguesshewon'tletthatone

go



Me:"fine..

True:"letmeleaveyoutorest...

HeattemptstogetupbutIpullhimbackdown

Me:"we'vealreadycomethisfar,canweatleast

cuddleforthenight?"

True:"okay...

Hegetsupheadingtothebathroomintheroomas

hecomesbackwithatowelandwipesmypussy

afterwipinghimself,heputsitbackinthebathroom

afterrinsingitandgetsbackinbed.

Iturngivinghimmybackashemovesclosertome

holdingmetightlyspooningme,Imovemybutt

backrubbingmyselfonhisdickasitgothardagain

True(sighsbreathlessly):"thisisgoingtobealong

night"

Igiggleashishandplayswithmyboobssqueezing

themgentlyasastressballwhichfeltsogoodit

mademefallintodrowsiness

.



.

.

ZEKE

.

.

.

Iwaswokenupbyacoldbreezeblowingonmy

face,Ilazilyopenmyeyes,IgetupasInoticeIwas

sleepingoutsideontheground.Ilookaroundatmy

surroundingsIwasoutsidetheyardofmy

apartment.

Me(gettingupconfused):"whatthefuck?How

drunkwasI?"

IcouldswearIsleptinsidethehousehowthehell

didIgethear?Ididn'tevensmokeanydrugslast

night,I'vebeencleanforweeksnow.

IheadbackinsidetheyardasInoticemybikewas

gone,whatthehell?IlookalloverforitasInotice

myshoeswerealsogone,thefrontdoorwaswide

openasmyhousewasamessandallmyfurniture



wasgone,everything,gone,mystove,microwave...

evenallmypotsanddishes,theyleftnothing,my

roomtoo,mybedwasgone,Irubmyheadin

frustrationasIfeelmybloodboil,Imust'veleftthe

dooropenwhenIcamebacklastnight.Ineverhad

muchandnoIhadnothingatall,evenmyphone

wasgone

Me(screamsoutinanger):"ahhhh!!FuckYou!!!

Curseyoumotherfuckers!!...fuck!!...

IslidedownthewallsittingonmybuttasIbreak

downintears,itwasn'teasygettingthelittlethatI

had,Ihadtospendfrommybursarymoneyandthe

sidehustlesIdowhichdon'tmakememuchmoney.

Iruntomyroomopeningmywardrobeopeningthe

pieceofmattlookinginthelittleholeandmystuff

wasstillthere,IsighinreliefbutInoticetheytook

allmyclothesandshoesaswell.Theyleftwiththe

shoeboxwhereIkeptallthemoneyImakefrommy

sidehustles,whatamIgoingtopaymyrentwith

nowcausemybursarydoesnotcover

accomodation.



Iclosetheclosetkickingitasmyheartsinksinpain.

BadluckinmylifefollowsmenomatterwhatIdo

orwhereIgoIfeellikemylifeiscursedandnothing

ismeanttogowellforme,IwishIhadsomeoneto

callfamilyIcouldturntobutI'maloneIhavetoget

myselfoutofthismess,Isitdownforawhilecrying

insilencetryingtodigesteverythingsoIcouldthink

ofaplanonaclearermind.

.

.

.

NAOMI

.

.

.

IopenmyeyesasIfeelhisstrongarmsaroundme,

myheartskipsabeat,IwashopingI'dwakeupand

he'dlongleftforworkorsomething.

Igrabmyphonelookingatthetimeanditwas

10:36inthemorningverylate.



Itrygettingouthisembracebutitwastightlocked

betweenhim.Hismeatwassoftagainstme.

Theeventsoflastnightreplaythroughmymindas

apartofmestillwisheswewentallthewaybutthe

otherpartisgladbecausemyheartisstillvery

muchinlovewithZekedespitehowhehurtsme,it

wouldbeunfairtoTruewhobelieveincommitment

beforesex,whileIwasjusthornyandonlywanted

sexfromhim.

Iturntofacehimashisgriploosens

Iwatchhimsleep,apartofmeisindisbeliefthat

I'mnowsharingabedwiththismannaked,the

samemanIthoughttheonlytimeI'dgetluckyto

seeortalktohimwouldbearoundacrowdof

peopletryingtogetapictureorautographfromhim.

Iplacemyhandonhischeekscratchinghisbeard

gently

HiseyesblinkafewtimesI'mhissleepasheslowly

openshiseyeslockingwithmine.

True:"morning"



Me:"morning"

Hestretcheshimselflookingaroundus

True:"fuckmyhead...

Hegroansholdinghisheadasthehangoverhits

him

Helooksatmenoticingthatwearenaked

True:"sorryformybehaviorlastnight"

Me:"whatbehavior?"

Heclickshisfingersrememberingourdealabout

howlastnightneverhappened

Hegetsupwalkingtowardsthebathroom,hehad

themostperfectlyshapedassanddimplesatthe

bottomofhisspins.

IgetupputtingonmyclothesasIhearhimpee

HewalksbackinasIattemptmakethebed

True:"don'tbotheryourself,there'ssomeone

responsibleforallthat,besidesthesesheetsneed

tobechanged"



Me:"okay"

I'veneverseenhimfreshoutofhissleep,helooked

evenmorehandsome,hisdickwasjusthanging

betweenhislegsashedidn'tbothercoveringhim

up.

True:"yougodownstairsandseewhatyoueatwhile

Igetreadyforwork"

Me:"okay...

Hewalksoutasmyeyesweregluedtohisasstill

hedisappeared,damn!I'msureIzziespanksit

everytimeshegetsachance,it'sverytempting.

Itakemyphoneandwalkoutlookingthroughit,of

causethere'snothingfromZekeasusualaftera

fightordisagreementeventhoughhe'stheonewho

waswrong.

IgetchestpainsevenfortheshortsecondIthink

abouthim.

IputmyphoneawayasIlookforsomethingIcan

makeforTrueandI..Imightnotbegoodatcooking

butIdomakeameansandwich.Itakeoutpatties



andbacon,I'veimprovedincookingbacon,Ilearnt

thattheheatneedstobeonmediumandit'snever

goodtofryonhigh,alsoIknowyoudon'tputsaltin

bacon.

Ipreparethesandwichforus,makingextraforhis

lunch.

Afterawhilehewalksdownthestairslookingall

kindsofhandsomeandfreshasifhejustcameout

ofasexytycoonmagazineandthefirstfewbuttons

ofhisshirtwereunbuttonedshowingoffhis

glisteringfitchest,Idon'tknowhowIeverthought

hewasgrandpawhenheactuallyisdaddy

True:"somethingsmellsgoodinhere"

Hispowerfulcolognefillsupthespaceashe

comesbehindmelookingoveratwhatIwasdoing,

hetakesapieceofbaconasIsmackoffhishand

True(chewing):"delicious"

Hewastooclosetomeandhisscentwasliterally

turningmeonmakingmypussyclench,I'mabit

madthathe'sevokedtheselustfulfeelingsinme

forhim.



Hewalksoutofthekitchentotheothersideofthe

countertableandI'mabletobreathproperlyagain,I

handhimhissandwich

True:"thankyouNewton,damnthislookssogood

buttoomessyforthemorning,I'lleatitlaterat

work"

Me:"IguessI'lladdittoyourlunchthen"

True(smiles):"youmademelunch?"

Me:"yeah,IknowyouprobablypreferbuyingbutI

thought....

True:"that'sverythoughtfulofyou,thanks,Inever

gettimetomakelunch,Izziedoesn'tbotheraswell'

Ismilelookingathim

Me:"okaythenwecangonow"

Hetakeshislunchboxasweheadoutandhe

drivesmebacktomyplace

.

.

.



IZZIE

.

.

.

Doctor:"yourterminationwassuccessful,youwill

havetodrinktheseforthepains,butyoushouldbe

betterinaweek"

IwipemytearsasIfeelhimholdingmyhand

Luyanda:"it'sokaybabe,you'llbealright"

Me:"IjusthopeTrueunderstandsmysituationwhen

Itellhim"

Doctor:"hedeservestoknow,hewillunderstand"

Me:"whatifheleavesme?"

Luyanda:"thenyouhaveme"

Igetupasweheadoutofthedoctorsofficegoing

tothecar

Luyanda:"soyounotplanningonbreakingthings

offwithhim?"



Me:"Luh,Trueistheoneforme,we'llbegetting

backtogetherinafewdays,I'mnotleavinghimfor

you,ever'

Luyanda:"soyou'vejustbeenusingmeforsex?"

Me:"youactinglikeIrapedyou,youalsowantedit,

pleaseleave,don'tcallortextme"

Luyanda:"wow...Iwonderhowyoursocalled

husbandwillfeelknowingyou'vebeenfooling

aroundaftery'allmadeapromisenottohavesex

withotherpeople"

Me:"ohplease,I'msurehe'salsobeenbusywith

otherwomenhe'sbeengoingonmultipledateshe

must'vesleptwiththosewomen,atleastIstuckto

oneperson"

Luyanda:"yousuchabitch,Ihopeheleavesyour

asswithyourgraveyardwomb"

Igaspashegetsoutthecarbangingthedoor

.

.

.



SBAHLE

.

.

.

I'vebeentryingZeke'sphonealldaybuthewasn't

pickingup.AtfirstIwasmadathimforditchingme

butnowIwasveryworriedabouthim.

SoIdecidedtodrivetohisplace.

IparkinfrontofthehouseasImakemywayinside,

Igaspinshockatthemessaseverythingwasgone,

didhemoveout?

Iwalktotheroomandfindhimonthefloorallashy

fromthedustandpassedoutonthefloor.Ishake

himtryingtowakehimupbuthedoesn'tbudgeas

hisbodywascold,myheartskipsabeatinfearasI

noticehisnosebleedingandneedles,pillsand

otherpowdereddrugsaroundhim.

Heoverdosedondrugs!

IpanicklookingaroundnotsurewhattodoasI

wouldn'tbeabletopickhimuponmyownandthe



ambulancewouldtakeagesgettingtothispartof

theneighborhood,Irunoutcallingoutforhelp

hopingneighborswouldcomeouttohelp

Me(screaming):"help!Somebodyhelpme!!"

Afewpeopleonthestreetslookatmeassomefish

towardsmeaskingmewhat'swrong

.

.

.

TRUE

.

.

.

Dad:"thisisapleasantsurprise,gettingan

unannouncedsurprisevisitfrommyverybusyson"

True:"theexaggerationthough"

Helaughsaswesitbythecouchafterhelping

myselftohisbottleofwhiskey



Dad:"towhatdoIowethispleasure?"

Isightakingasipofmydrink

Me:"it'saboutmylovelife"

Dad(amused):"mattersoftheheart,myfavorite

topic"

Me:"ofcauseitis"

Dad:"what'shappening?"

Me:"alothashappenedthesepastthreemonths,

IzzieandIbrokeup...

Dad(frownsconfused):"what?Why?"

Me:"Iwanttomarryher,butIwantedtomakesure

shewastheone,soIsuggestedweseparatefor

threemonthswhilewedateotherpeoplebutno

havingsexwiththemandifIstillfeelstronglyfor

her,thenwe'llknowwereadyformarriage"

Dad(smiles):"soyouweretryingtogivelovea

chance?And?Didyourealizeyouinlovewithher?"

Ishakemyhead

Me:"thiswasn'tmyidea...



Dad:"obviously,whowasit?...

Me:"thisotherwomanfriendofmineImet,shewas

havingguyproblemssoIofferedtohelpherget

theyguywhofriendzonedher,andinreturnshe

challengedmetofallinloveasshewouldhelpset

updifferentdatesformebelievingthatshe'dgetme

tofindtruelovebeforegoinginalovelessmarriage,

althoughIknewshewasn'tgoingtosucceed

becauseIhavealreadymetallthebeautifulwomen

Icouldthinkofandnonofthemhasinterestedme

ortriggeredmyhearteversince..youknow...butI

tookuphersuggestionbecauseIlikeachallenge,

speciallyonethatIknowI'llwin,inthiscase

winningwouldbeleavingthischallengewithout

fallingforanyoneshesetsmeupwithandlove

remainingdeadtome....

Dad:"bythesoundofyourtoneitseemsasthough

youlostthischallenge?"

Me:"Ithinkso...

Dad:....

Me:"thosefeelingsIthoughtlongdied,seemsas



thoughareresurfacingandnotforIzzie,butfor

someoneelse...

Dad:"who?Didyourwomanfriendfindyouthelove

ofyourlife?"

Me(shakingmyhead):"IthinkI'mfallingformy

womanfriend"

Heclapshishandssurprisedasifhewaswatching

adramamovie

Dad:"theonewho'sinlovewithherfriend?"

Inodgulpingdownmydrink

Dad:"yohyohaizindabakeezi!Yazukbayifilm?"

(Thisisnewstome,it'samovie)

Me:"I'vebeentryingtosuppressthembuttheykeep

gettingstronger"

Dad:"thentellherhowyoufeelandclaimher,

umfaziakacelwauyathathwa"(amandoesn'task

forawifehetakesher)

Ishakemyheadvigorously

Me:"no,it'stoocomplicated,she'sdeeplyinlove



withsomeoneelse,andIzzieispregnantwithmy

baby,Idon'twantkidsoutsidemarriageIwantmy

childrengrowinguparoundme24/7,besidesshe

reallylovesthisguy,Idon'twantwhathappenedin

thepasttohappenagain"

Heshakeshisheaddisappointedly

Dad:"uZiyandawakulimazanyana,butthatten

yearsago,youhavetogiveloveachanceatsome

point,butwhenyousayshe'sdeeplyinlovewith

someoneelse,Iunderstandwhyyouwouldn'twant

topursueher"

Me:"afterthisweekwe'llbedonewiththiswhole

thing,Ithinkit'sbestifwegobacktobeing

strangers,I'vebeenspendingalotofmytimewith

herandit'snowbecomingdangerous,Ialmost

fuckedherlastnight,Ialmostcheated,Iwasso

closehadtostopmyselfrightatthewetgatesof

herentrance,itwastorture...

Dad:"eh?ujikesowufikile?"

Me:"yeah,butweendedupjustdoingoraltorelease

thesexualfrustrating...ifthingsweren'tso



complicatedI'dclaimherasmine"

Dad:"Ithinkyoushouldstilltellher,Ireallywantto

seeyouhappyinarelationshipfilledwithlove,you

andIzziewillmakeaplanaboutthebaby,youcan

stillbeaverypresentfather,ifyougotoherfamily

andpayinhlawuloshowthemrespect,theymight

notfightyouforcustody"

Isitbackandsighthoughtfully

Me:"it'sprobablyjustlust,Ican'tpossiblyfallinlove

aftersolong...

.

.

.

*******

"LoveLusts"

******

Tobecontinued...
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AfteranicelongshowerIwasreadytogotobed

earlyasIwasfeelingtiredanddrowsy,itwasn't

easyfallingindeepsleepwithTruebesideme

nakedhisdickrubbingagainstmemakingme

uncomfortablyhornyallthroughthenight.Hesure

knowshowtotortureagirl.



Ithrowmyselfonthebedasmymindjotsbackto

lastnightattheclub,IthinkImighthave

overreactedtoZekeflirtingwithanotherwoman,it

justfeltlikehewascheatingonmewhenhewas

actuallydisrespectingSbahle,itjustangeredme

thathecan'tbefaithfultoawomanheclaimsto

loveasthat'sthesamewayhe'sbeenhurtingme.

IsighlookingatmyphoneasIdeleteDad'smissed

calls,Iwaslongdonewithexamsbutjustnotready

togohomeyet,I'mstillmadathimfordistancing

himselffrommefornoreasonandnowthathe's

readytotalkIshouldbeunderstanding,it'slikehe

doesn'tacknowledgehowmuchthishurtsmyheart.

Acallcomesthroughandit'sanunsavednumber

Me:"hello?"

"HeyNaomi,it'smeSbahle,IjustboughtZeketothe

hospital...

Isitupasmyheartbeatsfaster

Me(worriedly):"whywhathappenednow?...

"Heoverdosedondrugs"



Me:"drugs?...okayI'monmyway"

Idropthecallandrequestaboltwhichwasfive

minutesaway

Ifeelmyheartracinginfear,sincewhendoesZeke

takedrugs,hehatesthosethingsbecauseofwhat

theydidtohismother,Idon'tunderstand,he'sdrink

wasprobablydruggedfromlastnight.

Theboltgetshereanditspeedsofftothehospital

.

.

.

TRUE

.

.

.

DadlikesmakingabigdealeverytimeI'mhome,he

alreadyhadmytwoyoungerbrothershomefrom

school,Thabaniwho'sdoinghismatricandChuma

who'sdoinggradeseven,ifhecouldhe'dfly



Amandaimmediatelyandwe'dhaveafamily

gatheringmakingfunofmyfuckeduplovelife.

Me:"howwasyourlastpaperBani?"

Thabani:"Itwasalright,physicsisnevereasy"

Me:"butyoudidgiveityourall?"

Chuma:"hewasbusywithhisonlinegaminginstead

ofstudying"

Me:"isthatright?"

Bani:"he'slying!IonlyplayonholidayswhenI'mnot

goingtowrite"

IlookatDadwhoisbusydishingoutthegrilled

meat

Me:"Soyoudon'tconfiscatetheirphoneswhenit's

examweeks,Dad!Baniisingradetwelvenow,he

can'taffordtofail"

Dad:"Baniissmartanduyaliziinqindientanyeni"

(he'llgetapunchacrosshisface)

Me:"nelamlizongenanjealingeafailebecause

kudalandayikhuzaindabayephonexakubhalwa"



(He'llalsogetitfrommeshouldhedarefail

becauseI'vebeenwarninghimaboutthisphone

whenit'stimeforexams)

Dad:"amacherryazonakwangubankalokuyamazi

njenguhoesbeforebookslowo"

(Who'sgonnagivetheladiesattention?Youknow

thathe'sahoesbeforebooksguy)

WelaughasIpunchhisshoulder

Bani:'ouch...

Me:"thatsjustasmalltasteofwhat'scoming

shouldyoufail"

Chuma:"mnabuthindyazaziukbandipasile

becauseI'vebeengettingstraightAsonmy

assignmentsandclasstestsandtheexampapers

wereeasy"

Ireachoutmyhandtohimandwedoacool

handshake

Me:"that'smyboy"

Dadplacesthemeatplatteronthetableaswedig

in



Dad(laughsoutofnowherewhilechewing):"heee

ai....

Ilookathim

Me(smiling):"Iwonderwhat'ssofunnynow....

Dad:"nothing,I'mjustthinkingabouthowstrong

youare...

Me:"strong?...

Dad:"ifitwasmethatclose...wifeornowifeshe'd

havetoforgiveme,asozendijekeemnyangoai

asozemntam"

Ilaughoutloud

Me(laughing):"Ialsoapplaudmyselfthoughitwas

thetoughestthingI'veeverdonebutnexttimeI'm

goingalltheway"

Dad:"sodoesthatmeanyouleavingIzzie?"

Me:"Idon'tknow,I'llfirsthavetotalktoNaomi....

Dad:"andifshedoesn'twantyouback?"

Me:"thenI'llgoaheadandmarrymybaby'smother...



Dad:"Ithinkyoushouldholdbackthisideaof

gettingmarriedforawhile...

Me:"NoDad,Ineedawife....Iwantmyownfamily"

Dad:"Iknow,it'sjust,nowthatyou'vefound

love...there'sstillapossibilityforyoutomarry

someoneyoulove"

Me:"justcauseImightlikeNaomialittlemorethan

afriendandalittledeeperthanIlikeIzziedoesn't

meanI'minlovewithher...besides,she'sstill

youngandprobablydoesn'twantthesamethingsI

wantrightaway,Iknownothingmuchabouther...

Dad:"howmuchdoyouknowaboutIzzie?....

Me:"Iknowenough...

Dad:"Ijustdon'twantyoutobewithsomeoneyou'll

regretmarryinglater,atleastwithlove,forgiveness

andunderstandingcomeseasiershouldshedo

somethingupsettingorlaterfindoutadisturbing

secretwhereaswithsomeoneyouhavenolovefor

therelationshipiseasilybroken"

Me:"wemightnothavelovebutwehavetrustand



friendship,it'senoughforarelationship"

Heshakeshisheadeatinghismeat

Dad:"andkazendimboneumntuonenkanikangak"

(I'veneverseensomeoneasstubbornasyou)

Myphoneringsfromthetable

IlookatitasNewtonpopsup

Me:"hey...

"Hey...

Me:"youokay?.…

"No...Zekeisinhospital"

Me(frowns):"whathappened?"

"Theysayheoverdosedondrugs,Idon'tknowhow

becausehedidn'tdodrugs,hehatedthembecause

ofwhattheydidtohismother....

Me:"howishenow?"

"Thedoctorsarestillworkingonhim,Idon'tknow,I

don'tunderstandwhyZekewoulddothisto

himself"



Me:"didyouneedmetocomeover?"

"NoIdon'twanttobotheryou,I'msorry,Idon'teven

knowwhyIcalledyouaboutthis...

Me:"it'sokayIunderstand,I'llcomecheckonyou

lateron"

"Youdon'thaveto"

Me:"Iwasn'taskingyou"

"Okay,I'llseeyoulater"

Me:"remembertobreath,Zekewillbefine"

"Okay,bye"

Me:"byekiddo"

Ihangupandfinddadlookingatme

Dad:"that'sthewomanfriend?"

Me:"yeah,herfriendisinhospital"

Dad:"theoneshe'sinlovewith?"

Me:"yeah...

Dad:"whyisshetellingyou?"



Me(shrugs):"wefriends,shecallsmewhenshe's

notfeelinggoodsometimes,shesaysImakeher

feelbetter"

Dad(laughs):"hambaantibiotic...

Me(laughing):"mxmyouanidiotdad...

.

.

.

NAOMI

.

.

.

Iwassittingonthechairinthewaitingareawithmy

faceburiedinmyhandshopingforZeketobeokay.

"Howishe?"

Ilookupathimandwipeawaymytears

Igetupandhughimasheholdsmeback

Me:"Idon'tknowDad"



Dad:"sincewhendoesZekedodrugs?"

Me:"Idon'tknowI'mjustasconfused"

Wesitdownwhilestillholdingmeinhisembrace,

onlynowdoIrealizehowmuchImissedhim

Doctor:"ZekeNowell'sfamily?"

Westandupwalkingtowardshim

Me:"howishe?"

Doctor:"heisokay,wemanagedtodrainoutmost

ofthedrugs,he'sawake"

Ibreathoutasighofreliefandsodoesmydad

Dad:"canwegoseehim?"

Doctor:"hesaidhedoesn'twanttoseeanyonebut

sinceyouarefamilyIthinkit'sbestifyoudosee

him"

Heledustohiswardandtherehewaslyingthere

hopelesslyfacingtheceiling,myheartdroppedinto

piecesseeinghimlikethis,Iranmyhandoverhis

headasheturnedlookingatme

Me(sorrowfully):"Zeke...



Zeke:"I'msorry...

Ilaymyheadnexttohisgivinghimagentlehug

Me:"whathappenedZeke?Didtheydrugyourdrink

lastnight?"

Heholdsmebacknotansweringme

Dad:"didyoutrytokillyourselfboy?"

HeletsgoofmeashenoticesDad,pushingmeoff

abitasIstandupstraight

Zeke:"pops?Whatareyoudoinghere?"

Dad:"whatdoyoumean?Youalmostlostyourlife

andyouthinkIwouldn'tcare?"

Helooksdownshamefully

Zeke:"Igotrobbedlastnight,theytookmeoutofthe

housewhileIwasasleepandtookeverythingthat's

anything,leavingthehouseemptyevenallmy

clothes,I'mleftwithnothing,Igottooemotionalnot

knowingwhattodo,itfeltlikeIwasthatboywho

hadnoone,whowasmistreatedbythugssleeping

inthestreetswithnoonethereforme,I

rememberedthatIwasactuallyaloneandhadno



one...Ijustfeltlikedyingandendingthepain..."

Me(crying):"butyouhaveus,weyourfamily,I

thoughtyoualreadyknewthis"

Zeke:"Ididn'tthinkyoucaredafterlastnight"

Me(sniffs):"ofcauseIcare,I'llalwayscareno

matterwhatwefightabout,that'swhatfamilies

do...theyfightandgetangry,butthelovewill

alwaysbetheretohelpforgiveandmakeup"

Dad:"she'sright,we'llalwaysbeyourfamilyno

matterwhathappens,familiesfight,theyhavetheir

upsanddownslikeanyrelationshipbutthey'll

alwaysbefamilyandstaytogether"

Tearswerestreamingdownhisface

Zeke:"Ididn'tthinky'allreallyregardedmeasreal

partofthefamily...

Iholdhishand

Me:"youareasreallypartofthisfamilyasmydad

andIare"

Dadtakeshishand



Dad:"don'tyouevergothroughsomethinglikethis

byyourself,youunderstandme?"

Henods,Iwipehistears

Zeke:"I'mreallysorryIdidthis,Ididn'tunderstand

thedepthofyourlove"

Dad:"I'mgladyounowunderstand,areyoudone

withexams?"

Heshakeshishead

Zeke:"onlyhavethreemoremodulestowrite"

Dad:"okay,I'llgetyoubookyouintoabnbtostayin

fortheremainingmodules,doyouhaveyourbank

cards?"

Zeke:"theytookmywalletbutIdidhavecash

hiddensomewhere"

Dad:"keepthatcashforwhateveryouwerekeeping

itfor....I'lltransfersomemoneytoNaomifornow

andyouguysgogeteverythingyouneedfrom

clothestogetfood,phone,laptopwhateveryou

needforschoolaswell"

Zeke:"youdon'thavetopops,Icanusetheschool



labfornow...

Dad:"don'targuewithme...youreducationcomes

first"

Me(chuckles):"pleasedon'tbecausewewon'thear

theendofitwhenitcomestoeducation"

WelaughasheopenshisarmswelcomingDadin

forahugastheysharealongintensehugmaking

meemotional

Dad:"okay,Ihavetogetbacktowork,Iditcheda

veryseriousmeetingtocomeseeyou"

Zeke:"pleasedogopops"

Dad:"ifyoueverpullastuntlikethisagain,I'llkill

youwithmyownhandsboy"

Me:"andI'llhelp"

Zeke:"neverhappeningagain"

Dadrubshisshoulderbeforewalkingout

Welookateachothersmilingasheopenshisarms

formeandIgetbackinhisarms

Zeke:"Ithoughtyouhatedme"



Me:"thatwasjustangertalking,Icouldneverhate

you"

Heliftsmyheaduptolookathim

Zeke:"Ineedyoutogivemeabitoftime,togetmy

acttogether,Ipromise,I'lldorightbyyouandyour

dad,I'mjustsorryIcan'tbethemanyouwantmeto

beforyou"

Myheartsinks

Me:"it'sokayZeke,Icanneverforceyoutoloveme,

Ijustwantyoutoatleastdorightbythegirlyoudo

loveSbahle,youcan'tbeentertainingotherwomen

whileyouhaveapartner,shereallylovesyouZeke,

she'stheonethatboughtyouherebutshehadto

rushtowork"

Zeke:"I'lltrybebetter"

Ikisshischeek

Me:"that'sallIask"

.

.



.
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.
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Itwasnowlatearound21:00andIdecidedtopass

bytocheckonIzziebeforegoingtomyplace

AfterawhileLindaopensthedoor

Me:"goodevening"

Linda:"evening...

Me:"howareyou?"

Linda:"I'mgoodandyourself?"

Me:"I'mgood,IcametoseeIzzie"

Linda:"she'ssleeping?"

Me:"areyounotgoingtoletmein?"

ShemakeswayformeandImakemywayinside

Me:"whyissleepingit'sstillearly?Iseverything



okay"

Linda:"she'snotfeelingwell"

Me:"I'llgoseeher"

Iwalkuptoherbedroomandfindhercurledupin

bedwithherarmsaroundhertummy,Iwalkcloser

tothebedsittingontheedgenexttoher,shelooks

upatme,Ibrushmyhandgentlyoverherfaceas

shelooksatmesadlywithabitoffear

Me:"what'swrongmybaby?"

Izzie:"I'mnotfeelingwell"

Me:"Icanseethat,whatisbotheringyou?"

Izzie:"stomachcramps"

Myheartskipsabeatinfear

Me:"stomachcramps?Iseverythingokaywith...is

everythingokay?"

Izzie:"I'monmyperiodit'sjust...

Me(frowns);"period?Howcome?.….

Izzie:"whatdoyoumeanhowcome?"



Me:"youcan'tbeonyourperiod?Youhavetogoto

thedoctor"

Izzie:"babe,ithappenssometimestogetcramps

whenawomanisonherperiod"

Me:"younotonyourperiod...it'snotpossible...

Izzie:"babe?I'mawoman...

Istanduppacing

Me:"youshouldbepregnant!Whatdidyoudotomy

baby!?"

Shegetsupstrugglingwithaterrifiedlookonher

face

Izzie:"whateverLuyandatoldyou,he'slying,he's

justmadIusedhimforsex,Iwasn'tpregnantbabe...

Me(eyeswideninshock):"youhadsex?"

Shemovesherlipswithnowordsdumbfounded

Me:"you'vebeenhavingsexwithaguynamed

Luyandawhilepregnantwithmybaby?You'vebeen

feedingmybabyanotherman'ssperms!?Youbroke

ournumberonerule!Andyouliedtomeaboutnot



beingpregnant!...

ShetriestoholdmepushIpushheroffasshefalls

tothefloor

Ifeltlikestranglinghertodeath

Me:"where'smybaby?Whatdidyoudotoit?...

Izzie:"babe...pleasecalmdown..

Me:"ifyoutrytocalmmedownwithoutanswering

myquestions,IsweartoGodI'llbesleepinginjail

tonight...

Izzie(crying):"Ihadtogetridofit,Iwasgoingto

loseitanyway,I'minfertile,Ican'tcarryababyin

mywombfullterm,it'ssomethingI'vealways

struggledwith,IwasgoingtotellyouIpromiseso

wecouldtryotherways,pleaseforgivemebabe,

pleaseIloveyou,Iloveyousomuch....

ThepaininmychestwasunbearableasIsunk

downtomykneesholdingmychest,itfeltlikemy

ribsweresuffocatingme,thepainwasvery

physicalmakinghardformetobreathasItriedto

fightforoxygen



Izzie(kneelingbesideme):"babe...areyouokay,

please,breath....

TheroomwasspinningasItriedtogetup

Ihadtogetoutofhere,Ineededtobeoutsidefor

freshair,Istumbledtowardsthedoorassheheld

myarmleadingmeoutside,Iyankedheroffas

soonasIgotoutandIcouldfinallybreathproperly

Igotinthecarwithoutsayinganythingtoher

Izzie:"baby,please,canwetalk...

Istartedthecaranddroveoff

.

.

.
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Zekewasstillatthehospital,he'llbedischarged



tomorrow,visitinghourswerelongoversoIwent

backtomyplace,IwastalkingtoDadonthephone

justcatchingup,it'sbeenawhileandIreally

missedhim.

Dad:"sowhenyoucominghome?"

Iwasalreadydonewithmyexamsbutjustwasn't

readytogohomeyet

Me:"intwoweekstime,stillhavetowrite"

Dad:"okay,Imissyousomuch"

Me:"Imissyoumore,you'vebeendistantlately"

Dad:"I'msosorryaboutthatmylove,youknowmy

businessandhowitgetstowardsfestiveseason

especially"

Me:"Ihateitwhenyoudistant,Idon'thavemuch

friendshereandwhenyoudistantandhadan

argumentwithZeke,Ifeelalone"

Dad:"Iknowbaby,itwon'thappenagain"

Me:"please,we'vecometoofartogobacktohow

wewerewhenmompassedaway"



Dad:"Ipromiseyou,youmynumberonepriority,

workcomesafteryou"

Me(smiling):"Iloveyou"

Dad:"Iloveyoumylove"

AcallcomesthroughIlookatmyscreenandit's

True

Me:"dadthere'sanothercallcomingthrough"

Dad:"okay,we'lltalktomorrowthen,bye"

Me:"byedad"

IhangupandanswerTrue'scall

Me(smiles):"hey"

Therewassilenceandsniffingsounds

Mysmiledisappearsreplacedbyconcern

Me:"True?Areyouokay?"

True:"No...

Me:"whathappened?...

True:....



Me:"hey,whereareyou?..

True:"I'moutsidethegate"

Me:"mygate?...

Iaskpeepingthroughthewindowandnoticehiscar

lightsshiningthroughthegate

True:"yeah,pleasecomeoutside"

Me:"okayI'llberightthere"

IhangupputtingonmyslippersandIwashalf

nakedsoIjustputonmygown,Idon'tbotherfixing

myhairasit'sletloosemakingmywaytothegate.

Iopenitandgetinsidethecar,helookedlikeahot

messdrunkwithbloodshoteyesasifhe'sbeen

crying

Me:"ohmygodTrue....

Helooksatme

True:"canyoucomeovertomyplace?"

Me:"I'mnotlettingyoudrivelikethis,I'llopenthe

gateandyoucanstayoverhere"



Henodsagreeing

Igetoutthecaropeningthegateforhimashe

driveshiscarinsideparkingitbythecarsparking

spotwhereZekeparkshisbike.

Hegetsoutholdingabottleofhalffinishwhiskey,

asheopensthebacktakingoutaplasticfilledwith

foodandsnacks,Itakeitfromhimaswehead

insidethehouse,thegirlsscreamassoonasthey

seehimwantingtotakepictures

Me:"guysplease,he'snotinthemoodtonight,

pleasecanwegivehimhisspace"

Theyagreelookingathimwithpity

Ileadhimtomybedroomlockingthedoorbehind

me,hesitsonthebedtakinganothersipofhis

drink.

Itakethebottleawayfromhim

Me:"that'senough"

Hebreakdownintotears,Istandinfrontofhim

givinghimawarmembraceashisfacewasburied

onmytummyashewrapshisarmaroundmywaist.



Iwonderwhathappenedwhatmadehimsohurt

likethis,I'veneverseenhimthishurt.

Me:"talktomeTrue"

True:"Idon'twanttotalkrightnow,Ijustneedyou

toholdme"

Icontinueholdinghimwhilstrubbinghisback,I

couldn'ttakehearinghimcry,isatbesidehimon

thebedturninghisheadtofacemewipinghistears

Me:"it'sgoingtobeokay...justbreath"

Hesniffswipinghistears,Igrabmyshirtonthebed

wipinghisnoseforhim

Me:"blow...

Heshakeshishead

Me:"justblowI'llwashit,snortneverkilledanyone"

HeblewhisnoseonitasIwipedhim,Ifoldedmy

shirtandwipedhistears,thenputitonthefloor

Me:"I'llgetyouwaterinadishsoyoucanwashyour

faceokay?"

Henods,Iheadouttogetthewaterforhiminthe



bathroomwithabigbasin,puttingfoamandmy

facecloth.

Igetbacktotheroomandgivehimtowashhis

faceashealsowashedhisfeet

Iopenthebedcovers

Me:"youcantakeoffyourclothesandget

comfortable...

Hetakesoffhisshirtandpantsgivingthemtome

asIfoldthemnicelyputtingthemawaythengospill

hiswater.

Iwalkbacktothebedroomswitchingoffthelights

andtakingoffmygownbeforegettinginbednext

tohim,wefaceeachotherashepullsmecloserto

himwithmyonelegbetweenhisandhisovermine,

thiswaswaytoocloseforasobermindlikemine.

Withourfacesagainsteachother,he'sbeenso

quietsincehegothere,Istilldon'tknowwhat's

wrongbutIjustwanthimtofeelbetterbydoing

whateverhewantsmetodo.

Hecupsmyfacebrushingmycheek



True:"yousobeautiful"

Ismileblushing

True:"canIkissyou?"

Inodagreeingashislipswerealreadyonmine

kissing,afteralongintensekisswithhimontopof

me,heslidmypantiesdownbutIstoppedhim,he

wasdrunkandhurt,asmuchasIwanteditbutI

can'tlethimdosomethinghe'llregretlater,he's

kepthispromisetohisfianceforthislong,Iwon't

bethereasonhedoessomethinghe'sagainst.

Me:"notlikethis"

True(whispering):"I'llputitinthistime,Ipromise"

Hesayskissingmewithhisfingerrubbingmy

pussy,asweakashistouchmymeImanagedto

movehishandpushinghimoffme

Me(breathlessly):"No...notlikethisTrue,younota

cheater,youareinpainvulnerablehurtanddrunk"

True:"please...

Me:"wecouldcuddleandI'lltellyouastory,how

aboutthat"



True:"okay...

Me:"turnaround,I'llbethebigspoon"

HesmilesandlaughsabitturningaroundasIhold

himfrombehindspooning

Me:"kwasukasukela...

True:"cosi....

MyXhosaisnotthatgoodasIalsomixitwith

EnglishandZuluforwordsIcan'tsay,hekeeps

laughingatmeandhowIpronouncesomeXhosa

words

Me(laughing):"I'mnotgoingtocontinuekebecause

youlaughingatme"

True(laughing):"okayokayI'mnotgoingtolaugh"

Me:"promise?"

True(laughing):"promise...

Me(sulking):"youstilllaughing!....

.

.
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IfeltticklishkissesonmyfaceIgiggleturning

around

True(kissingmeallovertheface);"wakeupilanga

lingadeliyongenaempundu?"

Ilaughopeningmyeyesastheylockontohis

Me:"goodmorning"

True(smiling):"goodmorning"

HegotbetweenmylegskissingmeasIwrapped

myarmsaroundhisneckkissinghimback,Ihave

noideawhat'shappeningbetweenusbutIsure

wasenjoyingthesepassionatekisses

Hebreaksthekisslookingatmeashehelpsmeup

makingmesitontopofhim

True:"thankyouforallowingmetostayoverand

makingmefeelbetter"

Me:"Iwasjustreturningthefavor"

True:"Idon'tknowwhatIwould'vedonewithout

you"

Me:"areyougoingtotellmewhathappened?"



Hesighsasthehurtinhisfacesurfacesagain

makingmeregretasking

True:"Izzieabortedmybaby"

MymouthdropsasIfeelastingofpaininmyheart

lookingathimindisbelief,Ican'tbelieveshedid

that,kidsishisnumberonegoalrightnowandshe

knewthat,Idon'tunderstand.

Me(disheartened):"ohTrue...

True:"shedidn'thavetherighttokillmybabyno

matterwhatwasthereason,shewassupposedto

talktomefirst"

Me:"shehadnoright...

True:"ontopofthatshe'sbeenhavingsexwith

someguy...

Ifrownshakingmyhead

Me:"I'msosorryTrue,youdon'tdeserveanyofthis"

True:"ithurts,butI'llsurvive,IgaveherallIcould,

shebetrayedme,Icanneverforgivewhatshe's

done,noteveninmydreams,she'searnedherself

anunreverseablehatredfromme"



Ileanincloserhugginghim

Me:"Iunderstand,youwillfindsomeonewho's

goingtovalueyouandsharesthesamedreamsas

you"

Helooksupatme

True:"Ineedtimetohealfromthisfirst,Idon'tknow

ifIcouldtrustanotherwoman,ItrustedIzzietoo

easily"

Me:"Igetyou"

There'ssilenceasheholdsmetighter

True:"how'sZeke?"

Me:"he'llbefinetheymanagedtodrainthedrugs...

True:"that'sgoodthen,youstillneedmyhelptoget

him?Ihaveonelastthingonmylist"

Myfacelitsupforawhilebutthenmyheartsinks

Me:"No,I'mdonewithZeke,Idon'tthinkit'snormal

forawomantofightthismuchforamanwhohas

rejectedhermorethanonce,Iwantsomeonewho'll

lovemeeffortlesslywithoutmehavingtobegforit,



Idon'twanttofeellovedtodayandbeingpushed

awaythenext,Iwantsomeonewho'llalwaysbe

reliableforme,amanthatknowswhathewants,

who'ssureofhimselfandhisheart,thatmanisnot

Zeke"

Heholdsmyhands

True:"I'mgladyou'velearntyourworth"

Ismilelookingathim

Me:"I'msorry...

True(frowns):"whatfor?"

Me:"forfailingyou,IreallybelievedIcouldmake

youfallbutIfailedandnowIzziedoesthistoyou

makingmefaildismally,Ifailedmyselfaswell,I

failedatLove,Iguessit'sjustnotmydepartment"

True:"don'tsaythat,you'llfindsomeonewho'll

appreciateyou,justbepatient"

Igetoffhislap,apartofmeknewwejustlusting

eachother,butIalsothoughthewantedmore

becauseofthewayhe'sbeenactingaroundme

latelybutIguessmylegsareeasiertoopenwhenit



comestomeandthesemen,it'smyheartthatthey

don'twant.

True(worriedly):"didIsaysomethingwrong?"

Me:"No,Ijustrealizedthatwebeinginappropriate"

Itakemygowncoveringmyself

Hewipeshisnosegettingup

True:"I'msorry,Igottoocomfortable"

Me:"Igetit....Ican'tbekissingandcuddlingopening

mylegstomenI'minrelationshipswith,nomanwill

evertakemeseriouslyifIkeepactinglikethis"

True:"youright,I'msosorry"

Me:"it'snotyourfault,Ihavetoworkonmyself"

Helooksaroundforhisclothesgettingdressed

True:"thankyouforeverything...we'lltalklater"

Me(smiles):"yeah,drivesafelyandpleasebemature

abouthowyouhandlethingswith...youknow"

True(smiles):"Iwill,bye"

Me:"bye"



Hewalksout,myphoneringsandIpickitup

Me:"hello?"

"Bambi?Areyoustillcoming?"

Me:"ohshoot!I'msosorryIthoughtit'dbelater

today,I'mcoming"

"OkayI'llbewaiting"

Ihanguprunningouttothemaindoorheadingto

True'scarashewasabouttostartit

Me:"waitTrue!"

Heletsthewindowdownlookingatme

Me:"canyouwaitformeIneedalift,please"

True:"okayI'llwaitherewhileIdoabitofwork"

Me:"thankyou,I'llbedoneinnotime"

Irunbacktothehouseandheadtotheshowerfora

quickfresheningup

.

.

.



Izzie

.

.

.

Iwasinmyroomcrying,I'vebeencryingsincelast

night,wokeupthismorningwithaterrible

headacherememberingwhyandstartedoveragain.

Myheartwasbroken,therewasnowayIcouldfix

whatI'vedone,thisisnothowhewassupposedto

findout,weweresupposedtogetmarriedfirstthen

explainmysituationtohim.Howdidheevenfind

outaboutmypregnancycauseLuyandadidn'ttell

him,thatmeanshealreadyknew....heplannedit!He

mademepregnantonpurpose,that'swhyhe

couldn'tstayawayfrommeuntiltheperiodwe

agreedupon,hewascheckinguponhisbaby

Me:"fuuck!...

Igetupbrushingmyfaceindisbelief

HowamIgoingtofixthis?Ican'tloseTrue,Ijust

can't,Ineedaplan,quick.



.

.

.

ZEKE

.

.

.

Sbahle:"I'lltakeyoubothhome"

Me:"that'sveryniceofyoubabe,youdon'thaveto"

Sbahle:"Iwantto"

Weshareakiss,someoneclearstheirthroatasI

lookupather

Me(smiles):"Bambi...

MysmiledisappearsasInoticethepersonbeside

her

Me:"hi..

True:"heyman,howyoufeeling?"



Me:"I'mgood...

True:"Ijustwantedtocheckuponyoubefore

leavingandI'msorryaboutwhathappenedto

you...ifyouneedanything,I'dbemorethanhappy

tohelp"

Me:"why?"

Naomi:"hawuZeke...

Me:"Imeanthankyou,Iappreciateit"

True:"surething...

HeholdNaomi'swaist

True:"we'lltalkthen...

Shenodsagreeingastheyshareashortgaze

beforeheleavesthebuilding

ShecomesuptomegivingmeahugandIholdher

backtightlypickingherupabitasshegiggles

goingundermyarmwalkingbesidemewithSbahle

undertheotherarmaswewalktohercar,Isitat

thebackseatwithNaomi

Sbahle:"Zekebabepleasesitinthefrontwithme"



Me:"I'mfineherebabe"

Sbahle:"please...

Me:"I'llsitherefortoday"

Shesighsstartingthecar,IsitbackpullingNaomi

closertomeassherestsherheadonmyshoulder

showingmefunnyvideosonherphonemakingus

laughthewholeridehome.

Sbahleparksoutsidethegate

Sbahle:"didn'tNaomi'sdadbookaplaceforyouto

stay?"

Me:"yeah,butNaomiandIhavetofirstgobuyafew

thingsbeforeIgothere"

Sbahle:"letmetakey'allthensoIcandropyouoff

atyourplacelater,Iwanttoseewhereyoustay"

Naomi:"that'sreallyniceofyouSbahle"

Shereversestakingustotheshoppingcenter

.

.



.

TRUE

.

.

.

Iwasbusyatwork,IhadalottodoasIwasalso

directingtheshootingofoneofmyseriesthatplay

inMzansimagic,Ihadaddednewscriptsforthe

nexttenepisodes.

IwasalsodoingthefinishingofthenewmovieI've

beenworkingon,soaftershootingtwoepisodesI

wasbackatmyofficeworkingonscripts.

Icouldn'tthinkstraightalotwasgoingthroughmy

mind.Istilldon'tbelieveIzziereallydidwhatshe

did,Inevertookherforthatkindofwoman,for

someonewhoclaimedtolovekidsthatwasawfully

easyforhertokillaninnocentchild

Aknockatthedoordisturbsmythoughts

Iwipemytearsandnosewiththetissueinfrontof

me,it'sbeenyearssinceI'vecriedlikethisover



anythingspeciallyawoman,whentheyhurtme

theydoitinthemostunimaginableways,it'slike

theystudywhatwouldhurtmetothegraveand

strikewhenIleastexpectit.

Igetmyselftogether

Me:"comein!"

Lungawalksinsittinginfrontofme

Me(smiles):"wassup?"

Lunga:"Icametoupdateyouabouttheclosingend

oftheparty"

Me:"Itotallyforgotaboutthat"

Lunga:"soweplannedsomethingdifferentthis

year"

Me:"enlightenme"

Lunga:"sowethoughtweshoulddoglampingthis

year"

Me:"glamping?"

Lunga:"it'slikecampingbutabitmoreluxurious

thantraditionalcampingwhereyouhavetohuntfor



foodorsleeponthehardfloor"

Me:"okay,Iseewhatyoutalkingaboutnow,I

usuallydothatwithmyfamily,butwejustcallit

camping"

Lunga(laughs):"yeahsoit'llbethefifteenofus,and

eachpersoncanbringaplusone,they'llbe

romanticfunactivitiesforcouplesthateveryone

canenjoyevenifit'snotaromanticpartnerit'sjust

yourfriend,there'saniceriverthatlightsupatnight,

thewholeplacehasbeautifullightsatnight,the

tentsarebigenough,plusthemainreceptionhouse

withrestaurantsandashopafewmilesawayfrom

thecamps,Iwantedtorunthisideathroughyou

beforemakingitfinal,buteveryonelovedit"

Me:"nothatsoundslikeagoodplan,it'sperfect,

whatarethepricesforeverything?"

Lunga:"R25000witheverythingincluded,from

foodtothenumberofdayswe'llbetherewith

everyone"

Me:"that'sareasonableprice,I'llspeakwithfinance

andthecompanywillsortouttheexpenses"



Lunga(smiling):"thankyousomuch"

Me:"itsoundslikealotoffun"

Lunga:"Ijustcan'twaittoseeyourplusoneMiss

Izzie"

Me:"yeahthisyear'spartycanmissme"

Lunga:"Noocomeon,pleasedocome,itwon'tbe

thesamewithoutyou,besideswealsohaveto

celebrateonethethemostanticipatedmovie

internationally,pleasecome,pleeeeease"

Me(laughing):"I'msinglethough"

Lunga:"nowaysIdon'tbelieve....

Me:"yeahwellyoubetterbelieve"

Lunga:"I'msorrytohearthat"

Me:"it'scool...

Lunga:"butanyonewouldbehappytogowithyou,

takeyourcrushorsomeone,peoplehavebeen

talking,you'vebeenseengoingoutwithdifferent

womenalmosteveryweekend"

Me:"wow,apersoncan'tdateinpeace"



Lunga:"whenlasthaveyoubeenonsocialmedia?

Peoplethinkyouaplayer"

Me:"nowIshouldexplainmyselftobunchofpeople

whomakeupfakestoriesaboutme"

Lunga:"youshouldbeusedtoitbynow"

Me:"yeahbutIchoosethethingstoexplain,letthem

assume"

Lunga:"butthere'sthisonespecificwoman,she

wasfoundontheinternetasNaomiNewton,most

peoplelikeyouwithher,she'salsosomesortof

influencerhasabigfollowingonsocialmedia,even

thoughtheythinkyoucheatingonIzzie"

Me:"isthereanythingtheinternetdoesn'tknow

aboutmylife"

Lunga:"nope,exceptforthe...yeahnothere's

nothing...

Ilaughshakingmyhead

Hegetsup

Lunga:"letmegocontinuewithmyworkandleave

youtoyours"



Me:"I'dappreciatethatverymuch"

HemakeshiswayoutasIleanbackonmychair

thoughtfully

.

.

.

NAOMI

.

.

.

ItturnsoutDaddidn'tbookaplaceforZekeyet,he

probablygotcaughtupatwork

Me:"youcanstaywithmeI'llcalldadandaskhim

aboutyourplace"

Zeke:"yeahthatsoundsgood..

Sbahle:"whydon'tyoustaywithme,Ihavemore

space,Naomihasonebed,youcan'tbesleepingon

theflooryoujustgotfromhospital"



Zeke:"whywouldIsleeponthefloor?"

Sbahle(worriedly):"y'allshareabed?"

MyheartskipsabitlookingatZeke

Me:"No,Ihaveacouchinmyroomthat'swherehe

usuallysleeps"

HelooksatmewithafrownasIliethroughmy

teeth

Zeke:"I'llstaywithBambiforthenight,Ialsoneedto

talktoPopsasweorganizeeverything,I'llseeyou

tomorrowbabe"

Thistimehewassittingonthefrontastheyshared

akiss,IlookedoutthewindowasIfeltastinginmy

heart,itwashardwatchingthemloveeachother

butIguessIhavetogetusedtoit,watching

someoneyoulove,lovesomeoneelseispainful

torturetoputyourheartthrough.

Sheparksoutsidemyplaceaswetakethethings

insidethehouse.

TheystandbesidethecarkissingasItakethelast

bag,headinginsidethehouse.



Ilookeduptryingtostopmyselffromcrying,Ihate

feelinglikethis,Ireallywanttojustbehappyfor

thembutIcan'tevenpretend.

Ifeelhisarmsaroundmywaistashehugsmefrom

behind

Zeke(inmyear):"wefinallyalone"

IsmileturningaroundasImovehishandsfromme

Me:"okayand?"

Zeke:"andwecannowcallyourdad...

Me:"mhm...

Zeke:"orwecannotcallhimandspendthenight

together"

Me:"yousawhowworriedSbahlewasatthe

thoughtofusinthesamebed?"

Zeke:"yeahbut...

Me:"Zeke...youpromised,toworkonyourself"

Hesighswalkingtowardsthebedsittingdown

Zeke:"I'msorry,youright,I'llbehave,I'mjustexcited



thatyoustilltalkingtome"

Isitbesidehimwrappingmyarmsaroundhisneck

Me:"I'mjusthappytohavemyfriendhereandalive"

Hekissesmyarm

Zeke:"I'mhappytohaveyouinmylife"

Ikisshisshoulder,hiseyeslockwithminefora

whilelookingateachotherslips

hisfacewasleaningincloserdrawingmeclose

Myphoneringsaswewereinchesawayfrom

kissing,Istartlelookingatitas"MASEKO "

popsup.

Itakemyphonewalkingawayfromhim

Me(smiling):"hey"

"Newton"

Me:"Ithoughtyouweregoingtocalllaterthanthis"

"Istillcandothat,Ijustwantedtotellyou

somethingbeforeIforget"

Me:"ohokay...



"There'llbeaclosingpartyatwork,theyusually

makeitanexcursion,sothisyearwe'llbecamping

andweallowedtobringaplusone,Ithoughtmaybe

you'd...

Me(interrupting):"Yes,Iwouldlovetogowithyou"

"(Smiling)okaycoolthen....

IlookatZeke

Me:"isitcoolifZekeandSbahlecouldcome?"

"Yeahsure,theywelcometocomewith"

Me(smilesexcited):"thankyouTrue,whenisit?"

"Intwoweekstime,I'lltellyouoncetheysetadate"

Me:"okay...

"Okaythen,takecareNewton"

Me:"takecaregrandpa"

Hechucklesbeforehangingup

IjumpupanddownholdingupZeke'shands

Me:"wegoingcamping!"

Zeke:"youshouldn'thaveaskedformetocome"



Me:"whynot?Iwantyouthere,it'llbefun,we

haven'tdoneanythingexcitinginawhile"

Hesmileslookingatme

Zeke:"welltheninthatcase,I'mgladyouinvitedme"

Hepullsmeinamakingfallontopofhimonthe

bedlaughing,wehaveamomentagainbutIsnap

outofit

Me(laughing):"I'mcallingDadnow...

Heholdsmetighter

Zeke:"Nowait...

Me:"nopeI'mcalling...

Itakemyphoneashetriestograbitfromme,I

escapefromhisembraceafterawhiletryingtogo

todad'scontactbehejumpsonmegrabbingmy

phoneticklingme

Zeke:"wenotcallinghimnow...

Me(laughingoutloud):"wecallingnow!!....

Hehidesthephonewhiledistractingmewith

ticklishbitesonmyneckmakingmelaughoutloud



ashisotherhandpokesmeonmyribs

Me(laughing):"Okay!!Wenotcallinghimnow!!

Zeeeke!!(Outofbreath)...okay!!

HefinallystopsasIpushhimawaylookingforthe

phoneandweendupwrestlingashetriestostop

mefromreachingforit

.

.

.

*****

"Lovingyouislikebreathing,Ijustcan'tstop"

******
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Itwasthenightbeforethedaywegoforthe

campingtripwithTrue,Iwassoexcited,I'venever

beencamping,Dadhasmoneybutheneverletus

dofunfamilyactivities,he'salwaysbeensobusy

makingthemoney.

ZekewasstayingatthelodgeDadbookedforhim,

itwasverynice,nexttothebeach,hadapooland

niceplayingareaforgolfandotheroutdoorgames,

Dadreallywentalloutforhim,evenboughthima

newmotorbike,whichwaswaywaybiggerand



betterthanhislastone,evenI'venevergotten

somethingthatexpensivefromDad,butIwas

happyforhim.

IhavealreadypackedeverythingandIwaswaiting

forTrueashesaidwe'llleavefromhisplace

tomorrowsoIcanhelpshoppingforclothesfitfor

camping.

Ihearhiscarbythegateasmyphonerings

immediatelyafter

Me:"hey...

"Hey...

Me:"pleasecomein...

"Okay...

Ihanguptryingtogetmystuffinoneplace,itwas

goingtobeaoneweekgetaway.

AfterawhileIhearthegirlstalkingtohiminthe

kitchenaskinghimquestionsbeingexcitedforhim,

afterawhilewaitingthinkinghe'sgoingtocomein

anyminutethemoretheylaughedhavingfuninthe

kitchen,thosegirlsreallyknowhowtoentertaina



guy,theydothistoZekeaswell.

Itakemybagdraggingittothekitchenashiseyes

landonmewhileposingforapicturewiththemas

heexcuseshimself

True:"ladies,canIpleasehaveamomentwiththe

lady"

Theylethimgoashewalkstowardsme

True(smiling):"isthereanythingelseleftinthe

room?"

Me:"justthesmallerbagandmybackpack"

HegoestotheroomwhileIsaymygoodbyestothe

girlsastheyaskmequestionslikewhatamIwith

True,doIhavetwoboyfriendsnow,whereamI

goingwithsomanybag..ofcauseIdon'tshare

muchwiththesegirls,theygossipalotandafter

thefirstfewmonthsofknowingthem,Idistanced

myselffromthembecauseofthethingstheydo,

therewasagirltheydidn'tlikeandthey

embarrassedheronsocialmedia,I'mwasalready

popularonsocialmediabecauseofmyvideosand

pictures,onpicturespeoplelikedmystyleof



dressing,andmyTikTokvideos.

True:"gotthem"

Hecamecarryingmystuff,weheadtothecar

puttingmythingsinhisboot.

Wegetinthecarandhedrivesoff

Me:"howareyoudoing?"

True:"I'mdoingwell"

IlookdownnotsureifIshouldask

Me:"there'savideoofyouandIzziecirculating"

Helooksatmethenbackattheroad

Me:"youwerearguinginpublic,youtoldthepublic

everythingshedidembarrassingher"

True:"sheharassedmefirst,Itriedtoignoreherbut

shecausedasceneaskingformyforgiveness

makingpeoplestareatus,shemademeangrysoI

burstandsaidsomethingsIprobablyshouldn't

havesaidinpublicandIacknowledgethat,butI

regretanything"

Inod



Me:"Iunderstand,I'msorryaboutthat"

True:"I'vehadenoughofherhonestly,allIneeded

wasforhertogivememyspace,butinsteadshe

chosetobealluponmebeggingforforgiveness

remindingmeofthehorriblethingshe'sdone,

whichonlymakesmyhateforhergrow,she's

selfishandisonlythinkingaboutherselfandher

beingforgiveness,notthinkingwhatImustbe

goingthrough,howseeinghermakesmefeel....

Ibrushhislegcalminghimdown

Me:"IunderstandTrueIshouldn'thavesaid

anything,I'msosorryyougoingthroughthis...

True:"it'sokay,Ineededtovent,youtheonlyperson

I'vetalkedtoaboutthis....

Heholdsmyhandonhisthigh

True:"it'seasiertalkingtoyou...

Mylipscurveinasmilelookingathim

Wecontinuetalkingaboutotherthingsuntilweget

tohishouse

WewereinthekitchenwhileIwashelpinghimcook,



heinsistedoncookingformewhenIdidn'tmind

settlingforbread,hewasmakingshrimpwiththose

longglassnoodlesandbroth,itwaslookingreally

goodlikesomethingthatcameoutofaKorean

cookbook,heisverypassionatewhenitcomesto

cooking

Me:"youshould'vebecomeachef"

True:"imagineacareerasamanthatworksinthe

kitchen,nothankyou,IcookwhenIfeellike

cooking,notbecauseIhaveto,awomanbelongsin

thekitchen"

Irollmyeyes

Me:"typicalXhosaman,Ican'tcookforshit,those

sandwichesIoncemadeyouistheonlygoodthing

thesehandscando"

Helooksatme

True:"it'snottheONLYgoodthingtheycando"

Igaspbitingmyliplookingdownshyly

True:"betyoudidn'texpectthatdidyou"

Me(blushing):"stop,myhandsareinnocent,Idon't



knowwhatyoutalkingabout"

True(laughs):"theyfarfrominnocent,thosehands

brokemypoolstick"

Ihuffrollingmyeyes

Me:"youneverlettingthatgo?"

True:"never"

Me:"butIthoughtweweregoingtoplaybythe

gameroomtonight,that'swhyIwasexcitedabout

cominghere"

True:"wellsorrytodisappointyou,youarestillvery

muchbanned"

Me:"onlyoldwrinkledGradpasholdgrudges,young

handsomesexymenforgiveandforget...whichone

areyou?"

True:"whenitcomestomygames,I'llacceptmy

Grandpatitlewithpride"

Me(sulks):"mxmwatchoutforarthritis"

Heburstsintolaughtergivingmemybowl,my

tummyinstantlygrumblesattheappearanceofthe



food

Me:"ohmyGoodness,canIpleasemoveinwith

you...

True:"ifyouwisharthritisonme,whowillcookfor

yougoodfood"

Me:"Iwasjustjoking,Izziereallylostbigtime,

wheredowesendourapplications?"

True(laughing):"I'llletyouknowwhentheyopen"

Ismilediggingin,myeyesvoluntarilycloseassoon

asthefoodisinmymouthamoanliterallyescapes

mylipsasIquicklyopenmyeyestoTruelookingat

me,Ilaughcoveringmymouth

True:"didyoujustmoan?"

Me:"Iblameyourfood"

True:"soundedlikeyouweremakinglovewiththe

food"

WelaughignoringhimasIkeeponeating.

Afterawhilewewereconcentratedonamovieas

wewerechillingonthecouch,wewereondifferent



couches,Ididn'twanttobenexttohimbecauseI

knowwhathappenswhenwetooclosetoeach

otherandIwantedustomaintainourfriendship

withoutbeinginappropriate,IlikethatTruerespects

mywishesandkeepshisdistancewhenneeded,he

hasn'tbeentouchyeversinceItoldhimwewere

beinginappropriate,Ijustlikehowhe'ssomature

aboutthingsandtakesmeseriouslyeventhough

hecanbeplayfulandchildishaswell.

ForZeketokeephisdistanceIhavetobein

differenthouseslhatehowI'mfallingtokeepmy

distancefromhimasit'salsoaffectinghis

relationshipwithSbahleandI'mthesamegirlthat

toldhimtostopentertainingotherwomenwhile

he'sinarelationshipwithsomeone.

Iwasgettingabituncomfortableasthesexscene

wentonandonitwasbasicallylikewewatching

pornatthispointandthemoansfilledtheroom...I

turntolookathimacrossmeandhewas

concentratednotbotheredbywhatwashappening,

Ikeptclosingmyeyeslookingatmyphonewaiting

forittopassbutitwassolongandtheguywas



hittingitgood,thecamerawasdoingthingstotheir

bodies

True(Chuckles):"youokayoverthere?"

Islidemyphonedownfromblockingmyface

lookingathim

Me:"I'mGood!...

True:"Ididn'tknowthismoviewasthisconcentrated

onsexscenes,Icanputsomethingelse"

Me:"I'mabiggirlIcanhandleit"

Heraiseshisbrowamusedasheleansbackonhis

couch

True:"okaybiggirlhandleitthen"

HalfwaythroughthemovieIcouldn'ttakeit

anymoresoIretiredtobed,hewaslaughingatme

True:"isthathowbiggirlshandleit?"

Me:"YouarebadinfluenceGrandpa,howdoyoulet

achildwatchsuchmovies!"

True:"ohsonowit'smyfault?"



Me:"youtheoldest,youshouldknowbetter!"

Welaughswitchingoffthelightsaroundthehouse

goingtobed,Itaketheguestroomashegoesto

hisbedroomandwecallitanight

.

.

.

TRUE

.

.

.

IwaswokenupbymytwitchingharddickasIhada

veryintensewetdream,Iwaswatchingthemovie

NaomiandIwatchedlastnightbutitendedupwith

usfuckingbythecouch,thedreamfeltsoreal,it's

probablybecausethat'showIwould'velikedthe

nighttoend,andbecauseIhaven'tbeeninsidea

pussyforthreefullmonths,evenwhenI'dvisitIzzie

we'donlymakeoutinherroom,shewouldn'tletme

in,nowIunderstandwhy.



IclosemyeyesimaginingthedreamIjusthad

whilejerkingmyselfoff,Ineededtoreleaseevenif

it'sjustalittlebit,myballsweregettingtoofullfor

myliking,whichIknowisnotgoodformyhealth...I

wasgettingcloseasmymindreplayedthatone

heatednightwithNaomiwhenshesuckedthelife

outofme..

Iincreasethepaceasaknockcomesthrough

Shit!No...

Me:"waitI'mcoming...

Thedooropensasshewalksin,hereyeswiden

Naomi:"shit!Sorry,Ithoughtyousaidcomein...

MyspermscomerushingoutasIreleaseatthis

pointIdidn'tcareifshewaswatching,hereyes

wereshutassheturnedaroundlookingaway,I

couldtellshewasfrozenfromshock

Naomi:"I'lljustwaitdownstairs...

Me:"juststandrightthere,don'tmove...

Igetupwalkingtothebathroomcleaningmyselfup

withmytowel,IfeltabitofreliefbutIstillneeded



realsex.

Icoverwrapatowelaroundmywaist,luckilymy

dickwassoftagainasIheadedbacktotheroom

andfoundherstandingbythebalconylookingat

theview,Iwatchherforawhileasmileformson

myface.

Istandbehindherasshewasstilloblivioustomy

presence

Me(inherear):"Boo!....

ShejumpsstartlingIlaughatherassheturnsand

hitsmychest

Naomi(laughing):"jeezyouscaredme"

Sheremovesherhandsfrommychestclearingher

throat

Naomi:"youstillnaked"

Me:"Ihaveatowelthough"

Shecouldn'tkeephereyesonmeastheywondered

Me:"Ishouldalsocoverthetop?"

Naomi:"please"



Iheadinsidetheroomtakingmygownwearingit

Me:"happynow?"

Naomi(sighs):"yes...

Shefixesmygowncoveringmychestup

Ichortlelooking

Me:"whataboutmylegs?"

Naomi(laughing):"youshouldputonlongpants"

Me:"justturnmeintoamarriedMuslimwoman

once"

Naomi:"that'snotabadidea"

Me:"IknowI'msexybutdamnholdyourself"

Naomi(laughing):"ohplease,Ijustdon'twanttosee

yoursoftwrinkledgrandpabodyoutlikethat,it

embarrassing"

Me:"ohreallynow?"

Naomi:"yes...

*Silence*

Me:"didyouneedsomething?"



Naomi(snapsoutofherthoughts):"ohyeah...I

cametoaskyouwhatshouldImakefor

breakfast?...keepinmindI'mabadcook"

Me:"justmakeusmusliel,there'splainyogurtand

choppedfruits,we'llgetamorefillingbreakfaston

theway"

Naomi(smiling):"that'swhywestillfriends....wea

goodteam"

Me:"youeatingallmyfoodandmoneyisteam

work?"

Naomi:"yeah,Ihelpyoueatit,youcan'teatallthis

moneybyyourselfhawukantiunjani"

Ishakemyheaddisagreeingasshewalksout.

Shewaslookingaroundatclothesconcentratingas

acallcamethroughmyphone

Me:"Ihavetotakethis"

Naomi(focusingontheclothes):"okay...

Iwalkouttheshopansweringthecall

Me:"Dad...



"Yahnyana,seniyhambilelenyadulatwishyenu?"

Me(laughing):"Nowehaven'tleftyet,Ineededafew

thingsattheshopsfirst,mywomanfriendis

helpingmegetthembeforeweheadtothecamp"

"Soyoutookherasyourplusone?Interesting,I

hopeyou'lltellheraboutyourfeelingsandstop

wastingtime"

Me:"tah...(dad)

"IknowwhatIzziedidisunforgivable,butwhat

healsabrokenheartbetterthantime,isanother

heartfilledwithlovepouringontothebrokenheart,

don'trobyourselfofloveofyoufeellikeyou've

foundit"

Me:"IhearyouDad...

"Ihopeyoucomebackfromthatglampcamp

whateverwithmydaughterinlaw"

Me:"Idon'tknowaboutthat...we'llsee"

Afteralongdayatthemall,itwastimetostartour

roadtrip.



Naomi:"thankyoufortheclothes,youdidn'thaveto"

Me:"Iknow,Ishouldgivethembacktotheshop"

Naomi(laughssarcastically):"nowyou'velostyour

mind"

Me:"haveyoucalledtocheckifyourfriendsgotthe

transportIsenttothem?"

Naomi:"yeahItextedandthey'vealreadyleft"

Me:"that'sgoodthen"

.

.

.

ZEKE

.

.

.

.

Wefinallyarrivedbythedestination,itwasaround

fiveintheevening,itlookedverynicebythe



reception,westoodbythesideaseveryonewas

signedincheckingofwewereallhere.Naomiwas

nothereyetandTrue,theyweretheonlyonesnot

hereyet,theysuggestedtheyshowustoourtents

notwaitingforthemastheywouldcatchupwhen

theygethere,itdidn'tfeelawkwardaspeoplewere

friendlymakingconversationswithusratherthan

sideliningus.I'veneverbeenaroundsomanyrich

highclasspeopleallatonce,Ididn'tshowbutIfelt

small.

Wegotinourtent,ithadanicelydonedoublebed

mattressonthefloorwithnobase,quitespacious

withwithshorttablelikeclosetstoputoutclothes

Sbahle:"thisissocozyandromantic,Ilikeithere

already"

Me:"it'sbeautiful"

WeputourbagdownasIthrowmyselfonthe

mattress

Sbahle:"comeonbabe,let'stakealookaround,I

wanttogoseethatbeautifulriver"

Me:"Eishbahlecanwejustrelaxalittle,please



baby"

Sbahle:"whatever,youcanrelax,I'mgoingtojoin

theothers"

IclosemyeyesrestingthemasIhearherwalkout.

Ididn'twanttobringSbahleherebutNaomi

insistedbecauseitwasacouple'sgetaway.I

realizedImadeamistakebeingwithSbahlewhile

myheartwaswithsomeoneelse,itwasunfairto

herandtheonewhohasmyheart.ItwastimeI

facedthesefeelingseventhoughit'llcostmea

family,herfatherwillhateme,butratherhehates

methanbeinghatedbytheonlywomanI'veever

lovedaftertheonethatabandonedmefordrugs

andmen.

Igetupheadingoutthetent,everyonewas

gatheredaroundthefire,Ismile,itlookedcoollikea

sceneI'veseeninmoviesaseveryonewaslaughing

andchattinghavingfun,myeyeswonderaroundas

theylandonNaomiandTruefarfromthecrowd

slowlymakingtheirwaytowardstheothers,hekept

pointingshowingheraround,shewasmesmerized

byeverythingashereyeslandedinthesky,itwasa



fullmoon,shepointedupatitashealsolookedup,

helookedbackatherwhileshestillhadherhead

uplookingatthemoon,heseemedmore

mesmerizedbyher,shelookedbackathim

catchinghimlookingthenshruggedhershoulders

confused,heshookhisheadsayingsomething

beforetheycontinuedwalkingtowardstheothers.

Idoubtshe'llleaveaguylikehimforme,Ihave

nothingtoofferherbutheartache,noblessings

fromherfatherwho'sheronlyfamily,she'satrisk

oflosingmorethangainingwithme,Idon'twantto

putherthroughthatbutIalsodon'twanttoloseher

withouttrying.

IwalkuptoeveryoneelsestandingnexttoSbahle.

Everyone'sattentionwasonTrueandNaomiashe

wasintroducinghertoeveryone,hereyesfinally

landonmineasherfacelitsupsmiling

Naomi(walkingtowardsme):"hey!Youguysmade

it"

ShesayswelcomingmeinahugIholdherasmy

eyeslandonTruewholockedhiseyesonmenot



lookingawayasifhewerechallengingme,Ilooked

awaykissinghercheek

Me:"Imissedyou,haven'tseenyouinawhile"

Naomi:"ohpleaseit'sonlybeenafewhours"

Sbahle:"don'tmindme"

SheletsgoofmehuggingSbahle

Naomi:"heySbahle,youlookgorgeousasalways"

Sbahle(hostile):"thanks"

TherewasawkwardsilenceasshesmiledatSbahle

thenwalkedbacktoTruewelcomingherinhisarm

whisperingsomethinginherear,shelooksinhis

eyesassuringly.Myteethclenchasawaveof

discomfortstingsmyheart.

Thissureisgoingtobealongweek.

Beautifulladieswearingsexyuniformoutfitsbring

abunchofdrinkstowardsus

Lunga:"uhhyesletthepartybegin"

MoreladiesbringrawspicedmeatwhichIguess

we'llbegrillingourselvesasmorethingscameup.



.

.

.

.
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"Lovehealsbrokenness"
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Thepartybythefireplacewentfromfunintimateto

wildaspeoplegotdrunk,peopleweredancingwhile

somewerebeingtooaffectionatewiththeir

partnerskissinginfrontofus,itwasreallylateand

Iwasfeelingtired.

IwassittingnexttoTruewithZekeontheother

sidenexttomeandSbahlenexttohim.Iwaslostin

thedrunkconversationIwashavingwithTruewith

myheadrestedonhischest,I'mnotsurewhatwe

weretalkingaboutbutwewereveryinvestedinthis

conversationalsolaughinginbetween,myeyes

keptclosingandIcouldn'tevenhearwhathewas

sayingbutIwasnoddingandagreeing

Me:"that'strue...(laughs)...hey!Truethat'strue

(laughing)yournameispartoftheEnglish

grammarasanadjective,youneverknowwhether

I'mcallingyouorjustsayingsomethingistrue...isit



trueasinthetruthorisittrueasinTrue,you...wait,

whatamIsaying?...

Heburstsintolaughter

True:"whatthefuckareyousaying?"

IgetuplookingatZeke

Me:"youunderstandmeright?"

Sbahleattackshimwithakissbeforehecould

answerme,bitch,hebreaksoffthekissasTrue

pullsmebacktohischest

True:"let'sgotobed"

IwasfeelingtiredlikeI'llpassoutanyminute

Me:"okay,butIdon'tthinkIcanstilluselegs"

True:"same,don'tworrywe'llcrawltogetherifwe

haveto"

Hegetsupstumblingbackabitbeforecatchinghis

balancethenhelpspullmeup

Me(lookingatZeke):"goodnight"

Helooksupatmesmiling



Zeke:"goodnightBambi"

Sbahle:"goodnight"

IleanonTrueaswewalkawayavoidingher,she's

beenmeantomeallnight,whyshouldIbeniceto

her.

Westumbleourwaytothetentwithtruecarrying

meonhisback

Me(laughing):"yougoingtodropus...

True:"stoptalkingsoIcanconcentrateonwhatI'm

doing...

Me:"youneedsilencetowalk?...

Welaughaswefinallygettothetent,hezipsthe

openingofitclosedswitchingoffthelights,this

placewasamazing,themattressonthefloorlike

thisgaveitthatsurvivalcampingvibes,even

thoughitwasbougie.

Hethrewhimselfonthebednexttome

Me:"Ithoughtyou'dsleeponthefloor"

True:"thisisthefloor?"



Welaugh

Me:"don'ttryanyfunnybusiness"

True:"onlyifyoukeepyourdistance"

Me:"Iwillifyoukeepyours"

True:"andifIdon't?"

Me:"thenI'll...

True:"you'llwhat?"

Me:"I'll...(thinkingofsomething)...I'llgiveyoua

beating"

Hemovesclosertomeleavinglittlespacebetween

us

True:"you'dhitme?"

Me:"Idon'thitaman"

True:"butyoujustsaidyou'dbeatme"

Me:"Iwastaughtyoubeatamanwithapeach"

Helaughsoutloudathowwejustexchangedour

lastdialogue

True:"apeachasinthefruit?"



Me:"noasinthispeace"

Igrabmyassandweweredeadwithlaughter,I

hateitwhenI'mthisdrunkmysexualhormonesare

ontheirpeakandIalreadyknowI'llbedancingto

histuneshouldhedaretoseduceorteaseme

Ithoughthewasgoingtolaughatmystatement

butinsteadhestarredintomyeyes

Me:"whyyoulookingatmelikethat?"

True:"whatwouldyoudoifItoldyouIlovedyou?"

Me(laughing):"I'dcallformedicalhelpcauseyou

would'velostyourmind"

Hechuckles

Me:"youdon'tbelieveinloveremember?"

True:"yeah....

Me:"andIalsofailedinchangingthatforyou,butI

applaudyoubecauselovemakesyoustupid,lookat

mealwayssucceedinginmakingmyselfafoolfor

Zeke,IknowI'mbeingafoolbutforsomereasonI

can'tcontrolmyfeelings"



Hemovesmyhairfrommyfacebehindmyear

True:"youdeservebetterthanthat...

Myeyeswereheavyandmymindwasstillspinning,

Ilaughnodding,evenmyvoicesoundeddrunkI

couldn'ttakeanythingseriouslyaseverythinghe

saidwouldsomehowbefunnytome

Me(laughing):"maybeIdeserveyou"

True:"maybeyoudo"

Imoveawayfromhimfacingtheotherway

Me:"goodnightTrue,stayonyoursideofthebed

please"

Hemovescloserkissingmyshoulder

True:"goodnight"

Hewrapshisarmsmecuddlingmeitdidnojustice

thatwewerebothnakedwithonlyunderwear,his

warmskinagainstminemovedthingsinsideme

Me:"True...I'mtoohornytocuddle"

True:"Iwon'tdoanythingtoyou"



Me:"exactly,sostopcuddlingmecauseImightdo

somethingtoyou"

HisdickgetsharderagainstmeasIturntoface

himmovingclosertohimwithmylegbetweenhis

Me:"True....

True:"Naomi...

Me:"Iseeyouwantabeating"

True:"giveittome"

Iraisemybrowashehasjustsparkedsomethingin

me,IgetontopofhimgettingbetweenhislegsasI

takecontrol,inmymindIwasintotalcontrolasI

kissedhim...

IplacemyheadunderhisonhischestasmuchasI

wasturnedonIwasalsotoodrunktokeepmyeyes

openasIfeltmyselfdriftingoff...heshakesme

True:"fuckno...Naomi?Babewakeup"

IgetcomfortableontopofhimasIturnmyheadto

facetheothersiderestingonhischest

Me(sleepy):"waitletmeclosemyeyesforabit...I



promiseI'llrockyourworld"

hekissesmyforehead

True:"goodnightNewton

Hisfingersdrawingupanddownmybackhelpme

dozeoff

.

.

.

ZEKE

.

.

.

SbahleandIhadahugefightlastnight,Iwarned

heraboutherattitudetowardsNaomiacoupleof

timesbutshecontinuedmakingheruncomfortable,

itreallypissedmeoffbecauseNaomihasbeen

nothingbutkindtoher.Ourfightgotphysicalas

sheslappedmescratchingme,Itriedstoppingher

butendeduppushinghertoohardshehitherhead



buyluckilysheregainedherconscious,Ihad

bruisesonmychestandface,she'sverystrongand

didmereallybad.

Itseemslikeshebecomesveryratchetwhendrunk.

WewereallalreadycalledtogohavebreakfastbutI

decidedtostayinwhileshewentleavingme

nursingmybruises.

Idecidedtogothroughmyphonescrollingthrough

socialmediaItriedtoignoreallpostsaboutTrue,

IzzieandNaomi,someofthethingstheysayabout

Naomiaren'tnicecallingheramansnatcher,that

it'sherfaulttheynottogetheranymore.

Naomihasneverletanynegativityfromsocial

mediagettoher,shedoesn'ttakeitseriouslyand

that'showshe'ssurvivedandmadesomethingof

herselfthroughitbuildinghernameup.

Iputmyphonedownfacingtheroofofthetent,I

needtothinkofawaytogetridofSbahleassoon

aspossible,forsomeonewhowasdesperatefor

loveshesureisverytoxic,it'sprobablywhyshe's

sosuccessfulbutstillstrugglingtokeepa



relationship,Ishould'velongdistancedmyselffrom

herbutshe'sonehellaseductivemanipulativesexy

bitch,shecanmakeyouthinkwhatshewantsyou

tothinkabouther,you'llonlyknowtherealheronce

she'scomfortableenough.

Itaketheicepacknexttomeputtingitonthescare

onmyface

.

.

.

NAOMI

.

.

.

Iwokeupwithaterribleheadacheandfeeling

nauseated,IfeltthebileriseuptomythroatasIran

outthetentthrowingupbythegrass,luckilythe

tentwasalreadyopenandTruewasnotinside.

AftervomitingIgotbackinsidethrowingmyselfon



themattressdozingbacktosleep

"RiseandShinesleepingbeauty!!It'sbreakfast

time!"

Iputapillowovermyheadcoveringmyearsfrom

thenoise

Hegrabsitoffme

True:"wakeupNewton,you'veactuallyalready

missedbreakfastweabouttogoforashorthiketo

theplacewe'llbeplayinggames"

Me:"canIsleepin,justfortodayplease"

HedragsmebymyfeetoffthemattressasItry

holdingontheblanketandsheets

Me:"Nooooo...

WhenIwasonthecoldfloorIrealizedIwasnaked

withonlyapantyon,hehelpedmeuptomyfeet,

coveringmeupwithhisgown

True:"getdressedbeforeweleaveyou"

Me:"Ineedtoshowerfirst"

True:"youshould'vewokenupearlierofyouwanted



todoallthat,getdressed,you'llwashyourfaceby

thetapoutside"

Ihufffrustratedlylookingforsomethingtowearin

mysuitcase,Iworeblackmyblackflappocket

cargotrousersandawhitebaggycroptopwith

sneakers,Icombmystraighthairupintoahigh

ponytail,Ipuffsomecologne,IlookatTruewithmy

eyessquintedathim

Me:"don'tjudgeme,Ihavetoatleastsmellnice"

Hechucklesputtinghishandsupshrugging

True:"Ididn'tsayanything"

Iwalkuptohimandnoticehe'swearingsame

pantsasminejusthiswereredwithawhitetank

topshowingoffhisglisteringmuscles,it'sclearthat

thismanisloyalatmanythingsincludingthegym.

Isnapoutofmydirtyfantasieswalkingoutwith

himrinsingmyfacebythetapasinstructedusing

thetowelhewascarryingonhisshoulderIdon't

knowwhatforandthelittlesunscreensprayI

slippedinmypocket.



Wejointheotherswhoseemedtobewaitingforus

asweallstartwalkingaswereachthemandgreet.

Myeyeswonderedthroughthecouplesbutcouldn't

findZekewhenIspottedSbahlewalkingwithother

women.

IturntoTruebesideme

Me:"haveyouseenZeke?"

True:"No,didn'tseehimatbreakfasteither,he

probablysleptinbecauseofhangover"

InoddoubtfullylookingatSbahlewhowasina

goodmoodlaughingandgettingalongwiththe

ladies

Me:"Ididn'tevenbringmyphonetocallhim"

True:"I'msureZekeisfine,don'tworryabouthim,

let'sfocusongettingtothegamesfirstsowecan

getaheadstart"

Me(smiling):"areweplayingforaprize?"

True:"yeah,tomakethegamesmoreinteresting

there'sprizestobewonbutonlythefirstand

secondplacecouplesgetsomething"



Itakehishandintomine

Me:"welltheninthatcaselet'sgetitmoving"

Werunpasttheothersastheylookatusconfused

Me:"don'ttheyknowthatthecompetitionhas

started?"

True:"No...they'llgettoldassoonastheyreachthe

games,butalittleBirdytoldme"

Me:"IlovethatBirdy"

Wegetnearthehugeclearfieldwithfreshlycut

grassfilledwithdifferentgamesasthepeople

shoutatusbeforegettingthere

"Coupletogetherefirstgetsaheadstart!!"

Onlythendotheonesbehindusstartrunningbut

weweretherefirst

Instructor:"okaytherules,itdoesn'tmatterwhat

numberyouandyourpartnercomeoutasinthe

gamesexceptthelastone,yourgoalistocome

firstinthelastgamefortheprize,thefirstgameis

easy,it'stheeggandspoongame,youandyour

partnerwillgetonespoonandeggandwillplayina



relayfollowingthelinesonthegrounduntilthe

finishline,ifyoudroptheeggbeforereachingthe

finishline,youbothhavetostartoverfromthe

beginning,sobecareful,let'sseewhichcouplehas

themostcareandbalance....MrMasekoandMrs

Masekoupfirstgettingaheadstart,onetheyreach

themiddletherestofy'allcanfollow"

Me:"uhmI'mnotMrsMaseko...

Instructor:"youacouplesoI'lladdressyouasyour

partnerssurnamemarriedornot,whoknowsy'all

mightbeluckyandtheygetdownononeknee...

Everyonelaughsagreeingasthegirlslookattheir

menwiththatlookwhiletheguysscratchtheirhead

laughingnervously,IlaughlookingatTrueashe

shrugssmiling

Sbahle:"whatifmypartnersleptin?"

Instructor:"thatmeansy'allaredisqualifiedandyou

don'tgettoparticipateintoday'sgames"

Shecurvesherlipssadly

Sbahle:"sowhatdoIdo?"



Instructor:"youwillbeaccompaniedbacktoyour

tentbyJim"

Shesayspointingatoneoftheworkers,shefolds

herarmssulking

Sbahle:"notfair,Ireallywantedtoplay,itlookslike

somuchfun,canJimjustbemypartnerforthe

game?"

Instructor:"unfortunatelynot,it'scouplesgamesfor

areasontotestyourrelationshipandbond,you

don'thaveanintimaterelationshipwithJim"

Theotherslaughassherollshereyeswalkingaway

withJimfollowingbehindher

Theygiveustheeggandspoon,Iusedtonailthese

typesofgamesbackinschoolonfundaysIhopeI

stillgotit.

Instructor:"thiseggactsasyourpartnersheart,so

whateveryoudo,becareful,ifitbreaksyou

breakingtheirheart,thenicethingaboutthegame

isthatyoucanstartover,butinreallife,youcannot

fixabrokeneggnomatterhowmanytimesyousay

sorry"



Me:"youbetternotdropmyheart"

True:"never,hopeyoudon'tdropmine"

Me:"never"

Sheblowsthewhistleandoffwegoashebrings

theeggtomewalkingfastbutsteadyfocusedon

theegg,hegivesittomethenrunsfivefeetaway

frommeasIwalktohimwiththeegg,theothers

followedaswewerehalfway,wemadeitthrough

safelywithoutbreakingtheegg,Iputitdownaswe

highfivedandhuggedinexcitement.

Werantowardstheothergamewhichwasthe

wheelbarrowgame,wherethemanhadtobein

controlholdingthelegsasIusedmyhandswhile

hepushedmefrombehindasIrunwithmyhands,

wemadeitthroughquicklyaswewereinsyncwith

eachgameinthelead,Iwashavingwaytoomuch

funmyhangoverevendisappeared.

.

.

.
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.

.

.

WewerenowcanoeingasNaomirowedfromthe

rightwhileIwasrowingfromtheleft,Iwasinthe

frontaspartoftheinstructionsIhadtoleadmy

partnerastheman

Me:"thismethodismakingusgowaytooslow,they

catchingupwithus...letsrowatthesamesidethen

weswitchtotheothertogetheronfive"

Naomi:"gotit!"

Shefollowedmyleadandindeedwemovedfaster

untilwegottothefinishlinewinningthelastgame,

wescreaminvictory,shejumpsonmeasIpickher

upspinningher

Naomi(laughinginexcitement):"wewon!Wedidit!!"

Me:"wewon!!...

SheattacksmewithakissasIkissherback,there



wereclapsasothersapproached,shethenquickly

brokethekissasIputherdown,shelooksdown

regrettably

Naomi:"uhm,Idon'tknowwhyIdidthat...sorry"

Me:"Itscool,Ididn'tmind"

Shesmileslookingatme,Ismilebackather

Instructor:"welldonetoMrandMrsMaseko,you

havewonanightatoneofourmostspecialtent

suites,waymoreluxuriousandbigger,you'llgetto

enjoyyourveryownspadateafteralongdayof

playinggamesit'llbeveryrelaxingforyoutwo,

everythingyoucandreamof,aminihoneymoon

withanicewarmjacuzzi,you'llbefeedingeach

otherstrawberries...andyou'llhavecomplete

privacysoyoucanmoanasloudasyouwantMrs

Masekowhenherocksyourworld"

IlaughlookingatherasIrememberhowshefailed

to"rockmyworld"lastnight,shealsolaughsas

othersgroaninenvy

Oneofmycoworker:"y'allluckybastards"



Lunga:"theyknewthey'dgetaheadstart,remember

themrunning?"

Everyoneagreesastheyremember

Me:"wewerejustexcitedtogettothegames...

Naomi:"yeahwewonfairandsquare...

Wealllaughaseveryoneheadsbacktothecamp,

walkingsidebyside,weonlyrealizedwewere

holdingeachother'shandswhenwegotthere,it

wasalreadygettinglateasitwasaroundfiveinthe

evening,everyonejustwantedtogorestfortherest

ofthenight,sothere'dbenohangingoutbythefire

today,justdinnerandanyonecandowhateverthey

like.

Wewereatthedinnertable,Naomiwasstarvingas

sheneverhadanythingallday,Idon'tknowhow

shehadthatmuchenergyatthegames.

Thefoodwasgood,theyhavegotreallygoodchefs

here,Idon'tusuallylikefoodatplaceslikethese

speciallyhotelrestaurants.Everyonewashaving

theirownconversations,IlookatNaomibesideme

asshewasconcentratedonherfood,shelooksup



atmewithhercheeksfulloffoodandsmiles

makingafunnyface,Ilaughcoveringmymouth.

Afterweweredoneitwastimewewenttooursuite

Naomi(worriedly):"Ididn'tseeZekeatthedinneras

well,Ithinksomethingiswrong,canIgocheckhis

tent?Justtoseeifhe'sokay"

Me:"ofcause,I'llwaitforyououthere"

Naomi:"thanks,Iwon'ttakelong,Ipromise"

Me:"goahead"

Shewalksuptohistentsurprisinglysheknew

exactlywhereitwasregardlessofallthetents

beingthesame,Iwalkedtowardstheriverbehind

melookingatthebeautifulsceneryofthesunsetas

Ithreerocksontotheflatquietrivermaking

splasheswhileleavingringsinthewater

.

.

.

ZEKE



.

.

.

Iwaswokenupbyagentletouchrubbingmy

shoulder,Iopenmyeyestobemetbyherbeautiful

bigeyes

Me(smiles):"hey"

Shehadafrownonherforeheadasthoughshewas

furious

Naomi:"whydidn'tyoucomeouttoday?I'vebeen

worriedaboutyouallday,areyouokay?"

Igetupsittingonmybutt

Me:"I'msorryBambi,Ijustwasn'tfeelingwellfrom

allthedrinkinglastnight"

Naomi:"lies,youalwayshandlehangoververywell...

Shegetsupswitchingonthelightsthencomes

backtomeandgaspsseeingmyface

Naomi(curiously):"Zeke!Whatthehellhappenedto

yourface?"



Me:"it'snothingserious"

Naomi:"lookslikenailscratches...(eyeswiden)..did

Sbahledothistoyou?"

Inodshamefully

Angerflashesthroughherface

Naomi:"what?Whatgavehertheright?ZekeI'm

goingtobeatherupforyourightnow"

ShegetsupbutIpullherbackdownasshesits

nexttome

Me:"don'tdothat,Ijustwantyoutomakesureshe's

gonebytomorrow,please"

Me:"I'llmakesureshe'sgonebytonight"

Me:"thankyou"

Shetouchesmyfacegentlywithhereyesfilledwith

somuchcare,Ismilelookingather

Me:"I'llbefine,don'tworryaboutmeBambi"

ShesighasIpullhertomyembraceandwesharea

longhug



Naomi:"I'msomad,youmissedoutonareallyfun

daybecauseofthatbitch"

Me:"tellmeaboutit,whatdidy'alldo?"

Naomi:"yohitwassofun,abunchofchallenging

games,TrueandIwonwe....

Shetrailsoffrememberingsomethingasshegets

up

Me(frowns):"what'swrong?...

Naomi:"True!...He'swaitingforme,I'lltellyouabout

ittomorrow...

Me(disheartened):"okay...

Shewalkstowardstheexitbutstopslookingback

atmethenmakesherwaybacktome,Ismile

excitedly,maybeshechangedhermindandwill

stayovertellingmeaboutherday

ShekneelsInfrontofme

Naomi:"Zeke...

Me:"yes?...

Naomi:"IthinkImightbefallingforTrue...



Myheartskipsabeatfeelingitbreakintopiecesas

immediatelystartedsweatingthroughmyforehead

pores

Naomi:"butmyfeelingsforyouarestillthere,butI

understandthatyoudon'tfeelthesamewayandI

can'twaitforyouforever....youdon'thavetoworry

aboutTruethough,hedoesn'tbelieveinlove,Ithink

hejustLustsme,butifIcanfeellikethisfor

someoneelse,Ithinkit'spossibletofalloutoflove

withyousomeday...

Sheholdsmyhands

Naomi:"let'shopeIdo....

NowwhywouldIhopethatwhenI'minlovewith

hertoo

Shegetsupwalkingoutleavingmespeechlesswith

anunbearableheartachethatchokedmythroat

.

.

.

NAOMI



.

.

.

Me(sneakingbehindhim):"Boo!...

Hestartlesasheshowsmehisfirstalmost

punchingmyface

True(frightened):"GoddamnitIalmostknockedoff

yourteeth,youdon'tscareamanlikethat"

Ilaughathisterror

Me:"mybad"

Ilookattheviewhewasstaringat

Me:"it'ssobeautifulhere"

True:"itis"

Ilookathim

Me:"sorryforbeinglong"

True:"it'scool,howishe?"

Me:"hewasn'twellatall,Sbahlebeathimup,hehas

bruisesonhisface..



True:"thefuck?Whathappened?...

Me:"hedidn'texplainbuthedoesn'twishtosharea

bedwithhertonight,isitpossibletomakehergo

backhomenow?Orisitnotpossiblesinceshe's

alreadybeenpaidfor?"

True:"nothere'stransportthatcantakeherhome,I'll

informLungatotakecareofit"

Me:"thankyousomuch"

Wecontinuewalkinguptoourtentasheholdsmy

handsinvoluntarily.

Wetakeourphonesandheadtothespecialsuite,

hemadethecalltoLungaonourwayandhad

Sbahlesorted,itwasaturnonhowhequickly

handleditandtookitsoseriouslyasifhe'dbeen

sentbyaQueentodoit.

Wegottoourprizesuiteanditwasthemost

romanticsceneryever,itwasabigtentwitha

bathtubontheothersideofitbutwasn'tdivided

fromwherethebedwassotherewasnoprivacy

fromeachother,definitelymadeforacouple,there

waswarmwaterreadyforusinthetubwith



lavenderPatelsalloverandwinewithtwoglasses,

webothneededtobathandthiswaswaytoomuch

aswebothstoodtherelookingatthetub,welooked

ateachotherbothquestioningifweshouldgetin

togetherasitseemedthiswastheonlywarmwater

madeavailabletousandtherewasonlyatapfor

coldwater

.

.

.

******
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Me:"areyougoinginwithme?"

True:"Imeanatthispoint,Iit'spointlessbeingshy

infrontofeachother,I'vealreadyseenyour

nakednessandyou'veseenmine"

HetakesoffhisclothesasIwatchhimtillhewas

buttnakedgettinginthetub,Ijustcan'tgetover

thisman'sbutt,hesatdownrelaxinginsidethetub

True:"uhhthatfeelsgood"

Itdidlooklikeitfeltnice



Itookoffmyshirtandpantsandsteppedinsidethe

tubinfrontofhimfacinghimontheothersideof

thetub,itwastoosmallforthispositionasthere

waslittlespacebetweenuswithmylegsoverhis

Itakethesoapandwashmyface,asmuchasthis

wasromanticIneededabath,myeyeswereclosed

asthewaterhastoomuchfoamandfeltitgetting

inmyeyesasIdidn'thaveatowel

Me(eyesclosed):"towel,please...

Ifeelhimwipemyface

Me:"myeyes...

Hewipesthoroughlyonmyeyesanditwasbetter

Me(openingmyeyes):"thankyou"

Irunmyhandsallovermybodywashingmyselfas

IslidebackbutfeelhisdickonmypussyasI

quicklysitbackup,helaughsatmequietly

Me(laughing):"don'tlaugh"

True:"youseemuncomfortable,turnaround,Idon't

bite"



Hehelpsmeturnaroundwithmybackfacinghim,

thetubwasbigenoughnow,hepulledmebackto

leanonhimasthebubblescoveredtherestofour

bodies,hisarmswrappedaroundmeashishands

slideupanddownmytummy,Irelaxlyingmyhead

onhisshoulderchest.

Me(eyesclosed):"mmhIneededthisafteralonghot

day"

True:"yeah,thisisrelaxing"

Me:"weshouldn'tstaylongthoughsowecangofor

ourmassages"

True:"mybackdoesneedtheattention"

Ilaughbrushinghisbeardwithmyonehand

Me:"awwpoorgrandpa,thatwastoomuchforyou

today"

True(laughs):"I'llshowyouwho'sgrandpa"

Heliftsmeabitup,sittingrightonhishardpython

True(lookingintomyeyes):"doesagrandpagetthis

hard"



Ishakemyheadrestingitonhischest

Herubshisdickbetweenmypussylips,Iwanted

himinmesobad,hebetternotbailonmetonight,I

don'tknowhowmuchofhisseductivetouchesI

cantake.

Heliftsupmybuttabitasherubshisdickonme

True:"youready,becauseonceIstartI'mnot

stoppinganytimesoon"

Inodasmyheartbeatsfasterfeelingbutterfliesin

mytummyashepusheshimselfinside,hewentin

slowlyasIfeltmywallsexpanding,thewatermade

itabitmoreeasierashewentin,Igaspforair

holdingonthetub,hemovesinandoutslowly

holdingmefrombehindsqueezingmyslippery

boobs

True(whispersinmyear):"youfeeljustasIdreamt

youwould"

Thefactthathejustadmittedthathe'sbeen

wantingmemademeyearnforhimevenmore,the

tubbecametooaswebothwantedtoexploreeach

other'sbodies,hehelpsusgetuponourfeetashe



takeshisweaponoutofme,hegetsoutofthetub

helpingmeoutashepicksmeup,hepushes

himselfbackinsidemestandingnexttothebedas

ourwetbodiesclaspedagainsteachotherholding

metightlyasImoanhisnameholdingontightlyon

hisshouldersasmybodyshookasthoughIwas

goingtofallbuthehadmegrippedbymybutt

cheekandhisotheraroundmyarm,hewas

showingnomercyonmeasheputmeonthebed,

hegotbetweenmylegspumpingmeasmuchasI

triedbeingquietitwastoogoodIfailedbegging

himformore,hepaused...

True:"I'mgoingallinnow....

Me(eyeswiden):"youweren'talreadyallin?...

Heshakeshisheadashethrustsfurther,Igrabthe

sheetsbitingmylipasmyeyesrolltothebackof

myheadclosingthemasheslowsthepacedown,

thefastpacewasawesomebuthisslowrotation

mademytoescurl...hisgroansclashedwithmine

ashekeptcursingandmentioninghowtightorhow

goodIfelt,hisroughtouchthatsentshiversdown

myspine



Me(groaningandmoaning):"aahhhhTruuuuue....

Icouldfeelwavesofmycreamsgushingdownlike

waterrunningdownawaterfalldrippingdownhis

dickashepicksuphispaceandgoesslowagainall

feelingsinmybodyfeltanunusualsenseof

pleasureasIwassayingthingsthatdidn'teven

makesense,fuckfuckfuckwasallthatwasringing

inmyheadasheturnedmearoundtolayonmy

sideashehititfromthebackwhileholdingmeleg

uponhisarmplacingsoftkissesonmyneck,I

wasn'tsurewheretotouchhimasmyhand

grabbedhisasscheckwhilehisotherhandwas

playingwithmyclitashethrustedatasteadypace

makingmeloseallthelittlesensesIhadleftinme,

comingonceagain,hisdicktwitchedinsidemeas

hecursedoutloudpausinginsideofme

True(groaning):"mmhh...shit!...

Heslidesoutofmedrippingtappinghisdickonmy

clitrubbinghimselfashewasstillhardturningme

overgettingbetweenmylegsthrustinginonce

again,Igaspinshockclosingmyeyesinpleasure

ashepoundedmeliketherewasnotomorrow,my



handsrestedonhischest,thebedwasshaking

uncontrollablyandIwassurewe'dbreakitwiththe

amountofnoiseitwasmaking,Iopenedmyeyes

lookingathimfindinghimlookingatmewithso

muchpassionandhunger,hewasthissexy

monsterthatnomatterhowdeephewashejust

couldn'tgetenoughofmejustasmuchasI

couldn'tgetenoughofhim

True(lookingintomyeyes):"youwantmtostop....

Me:"No...mmhh...

Mynailswereburieddeeponhisbacktryingtohold

on....hepausedagainbutthistimepulledoutashe

shothisspermsonmytummy

Me(breathlessly):"FuckTrue....

Heshutsmeupwithapassionatekissasherests

nexttomeliftingmylegtowrapoverhim

.

.

.

ZEKE



.

.

.

ItwasbreakfasttimeandIwaswitheveryone

aroundthedinninghallwhereeveryonewas

enjoyingthemselves,oneoftheladieswhowas

sittingnexttomemadeconversationwithmewhile

hermanwastalkingtootherguys

Her:"IheardSbahlewassenthomelastnight?"

Me:"yeahwehadafight"

Her:"I'msosorryaboutthat,didshedothattoyou?"

Sheasksbrushingmyscargently

Me:"yeah"

Her:"youpoorthing,nowyou'llbesleepingalone?"

Me(shrugs):"Ihavenootherchoice"

Shelooksatherboyfriendthenbackatmegiving

mehernumberasshewritesitdownonmyphone

andcallsherself



Her:"I'llcomecheckonyoulatertonightandtake

careofthatbruise"

Ichuckleshakingmyheadindisbelief

Me:"yourmanisrightthere"

Her:"doyouseearingonthisfinger?Wejust

starteddatingafewdaysago,he'sstilltryingtoget

ustobeofficial,butsinceIgothereandsawyou

theotherdayIwassotaken,mostofthewomen

herethinkyouveryhot,you,TrueandTreyarepart

ofourjuicygossipwhenwechillingasjustthegirls,

It'ssadthatSbahlecouldn'tappreciateyou"

Me:"andhereyouarenotappreciatingyourman"

"(Laughingandgreetingsfromadistance)Good

morningguys"

IlookupasNaomiandTruemadetheirwayin

grabbingeveryone'sattentionastheyclappedfor

them,theylookedhappyandrefreshedashewas

holdingheraroundherwaistwhilesheheldhim

back

IlookdownatmyfoodasIlosemyappetiteasa



lumpwasstuckonmythroathardtoswallow.

"HeyZeke"

IlookupatherasshestoodInfrontofthetable

whileTruewasstilltalkingtoothers

Me:"heyBambi"

Shewalksaroundtowardsmesittingnexttome

observingmybruises

Naomi:"whatdidyouputtomakeitfeelbetter"

Me:"it'snotthatpainful"

Brushingmyface

Naomi:"yousure?"

Iholdherhandonmyface

Me(smiling):"I'msureBambi...

Shemovesherhandfrommineclearingherthroat

asshelooksatTrue'sdirectionbeforelookingback

atme

Naomi:"I'mgoingtositnexttoTrueonthatside,

youcancomesitwithus"



Ishakemyhead

Me:"I'mgoodhere"

Naomi:"I'lltellTrueforustocomesitherewithyou"

Me:"No,gositwithTrue,I'mgoodhere,Ipromise"

Naomi(lipscurveupsidedown):"yousure?"

Me:"I'msureBambi"

Naomi:"okay,butit'sonlyforbreakfast,we'llchill

togetherduringtherestoftheday"

Me:"okay"

Sherubsmyshoulderbeforegettingupand

headingbacktoTrue,shesitsnexttohim.

Idon'tknowwhyIthoughtthingswouldbedifferent

ifIcamehere,butinsteadwitheachpassinghour

themoreoutofplaceIfelt,itwasjustsadand

uncomfortableformetobehere,Icouldn'tspend

anotherdayletaloneminutesseeingTrueand

Naomigrowsoclosetoeachother,Naomiwas

wrongtoinvitemehere,nowIunderstoodhowTrue

must'vefeltwhenheclearlyinvitedherheretoget

closerwithherandIwasjustanunnecessary



distraction.

Wewereallheadedtogoziplining,everyonewas

excited,acoupleofladieswerewalkingwithme

behindmakingconversationwithmewhiletheir

partnerswalkedtogetherasmen.IfIwasn'tcareful

Iwasgoingtogetmyselfbeatenupbecauseof

theseladiesgivingmetheirattention,Ialready

knowtheguysdidnotlikeitatallasIwasalready

anunknownoutsiderbutIalsocouldn'tberudeand

tellthewomentostoptalkingtomeastheywere

justbeingnicetome.

NaomikeptlookingbackatmecheckingifI'mstill

goodwhileenjoyingTrue'scompanyashepiggy

backedherwhenshegottiredofwalking,theywere

themostplayfulflirtatiousasthey'dchaseeach

othertryingtopusheachotherholdinghandsand

laughing,itwasannoyingtowatch,Imissedmy

bestfriendandwatchingmebeingreplacedreally

stungbadly

.

.



.

TRUE

.

.

.

WeplayedbytheZiplineforquiteawhile,people

enjoyeditwaytoomuchasitwashighup,Ithought

NaomiwouldbealloverZekeashewasnowsolo

butsurprisinglyIhadallherattentionasshe

reasonablywouldcheckonhim.

LastnightwasbyfaroneofthebestnightsI'vehad

inforever,weendedupnotshowingupforour

massagesaswefuckedallnight,Ihadtohaveher

forbreakfastaswell,wealmostmissedbreakfast

becauseofmysuddenobsessionwithheryoung

inexperiencedpussy,knowingthatsheonlyknew

onedickIhadtomakesureIgavehersomething

she'sneverexperiencedandforhertoknowthat

sexisnotjustsexanddiffersdependingonwho's

fuckingyou.



IgaveherthemorningpillasIhadboughtsome

withmeaswellascondomsbutunfortunatelywe

didn'thavethesensetousethemlastnight,Iknew

thiswouldhappenasIwasplanningonmakingher

minebeforetheendofourweekinthiscamp.

Alothappenedlastnightandsheisstilltryingto

wrapherheadaroundushavingsexasapartofher

knowsthatIonlysleepwithawomanwhenIclaim

herasmine.ButIdidn'twanttorushoutandtellher

myfeelingsrightafterhavingsexwithher,Iwanted

totakemytimewithherandmakesurethather

heartisnowwithme,Idon'twanttorushtellingher

aboutmyfeelingsonlyforZeketoalsotellherthen

sherejectsmebeforeevengivingmeachancefor

thechanceshe'slongbeenwaitingfor,Icouldfeel

thatZekewasgoingtomakehismovesoon,he'sat

thepointofrealizingwhathe'slostandaccepting

hisfeelings,Ineedhimtomakehismove

confessinghisfeelingsforNaomiandifshestill

chooseshimaftereverythingthathastranspired

betweenusinthecourseofthiscamp,thenI'll

knowthatIneverstoodachanceanyway.Iknow



shefeelssomethingforme,butisitstrongenough

forhertorejectherfirstloveforsomeoneshe

thinksstilldoesn'tbelieveinlove?

We'lljusthavetowaitandfindoutwhenIlove,I

lovedeeplyandpassionately,Iinvestalotofmyself

allofme,that'swhyIgothurtbadly,withIzzie

breakingupwithherwouldn'thavehurtbecauseI

wasselfishwithmyheart,sheonlysucceededin

gettingtomyheartandbreakingitbycarryingand

killingmybaby.

Unfortunatelywedidn'twinthegamesweplayed

today,weweretiredanddidn'thavetheenergywe

hadyesterdayasallwewerefocusedonwas

foolingaroundwalkingatthebackofeveryoneelse.

Ipulledhertowardsthetreesaseveryone

continued,pinningheragainstthetree.

Shegiggleslookingatme

Naomi(giggling)':"whatareyoudoing!We'llgetlost"

Me:"we'llcatchup,Ijustneeded...



Naomi(wrappingherarmsaroundmy

neck):"neededwhat?"

Ikissherasshereturnsitwithjustasmuchhunger,

I'vebeenmeaningtokissherbutshewasshyin

frontofothers

Herhandslippedinsidemysweatpantstouching

mydick,sheloveditasshedoesthiseverytime

whenwekissasIlikerubbingherpussyor

grabbingherass.Thewayshewasholdingit

massagingitIwastemptedtofuckherrighthere

Me(outofbreath):"I'llbequick"

Itakedownherleggingsthrustingmydickinher

poundingheragainstthetree

Me(groaning):"ahhfuck...

IincreasethepaceasIgiveonelaststrokeburied

ballsdeepinsideherasherlegsshakereleasingat

thesametimeasme,herpussywillgetusbothin

trouble,itwasanovenintheremakingmypullout

gameveryweakbutshetoldmeshewasonbirth

controlsoIhadnothingtoworryabout,butyoucan

neverbetoosure,asmuchasIwantedkids,she



wasnothundredpercentmineyet.

Shemoansweaklywhilekissing,Ipulloutandpull

upherpantiesandleggingsmakingherkeepmy

cuminsideherasIpullupmypants

Naomi:"youevilforthis,I'llmessmypanties"

Me:"goodthingyouwearapantyliner"

Ipeckherlipsaswewalktotheothersstanding

withthecrowdaftersneakingthroughthemand

pretendingwe'vebeenherethewholetime,we

didn'tcarewhethertheybelievedusornot,Imade

herstandInfrontofmewhileholdingherfrom

behindasshehelpedcovermydickwhichwas

takenit'ssweettimetogetsoftandhavingNaomi

againstmewasn'tmuchhelp,soItoldhertodoher

besttohideitbecauseitwasherfaultit'slikethis.

.

.
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Thedaywascomingtoanendasweallarrived

backatthecamp,todayweweremeanttosit

aroundthecampfireandtellstories,playgames

liketruthordare,neverhaveIeverandallthatkind

ofstuffbutthewhetherchangedonusandstarted

raining.Iwashopingwe'dallretiretobedbecauseI

wastiredashellandneededaproperrest,likereal

sleepbecauseIdidn'tgetenoughlastnight.

Idon'tknowwhetherIjustlovesexorTruereallyis

justasexgeniusinbed,he'snotjustgood,he's

outstandingasexualscientist,he'sunleasheda

differentsideofmewhichmademeshytobewith

himinpublicasitfeltasthoughpeoplewouldsee

hownastyIreallywas.

Whathedidtomeunderthattreewassoexciting

andgavemesomuchadrenalineandpleasureat

thethoughtofsomeonecatchingus,thefactthat

wewerenotallowedtodothatmadeitmore



pleasurableandhavinghissemendrenchedinside

ofmeandonmypantiesjustmademehorny

throughouttheentiredayashisdickcouldn'tget

soft.

Thesexualconnectionbetweenuswasdangerous

andmademerealizeI'mnotasinnocentasI

thoughtIwas.

Itwassuggestedthatwespendournightatthe

sitesbar,thatwasabitfarfromtheourtents,itwas

abigbarwithtablesandchairsasarestaurant,it

alsohadastageasitseemslikethere'sabandthat

probablysingsuptherewhenthebarisoperating,

buttonightitwasreservedforus.Itturnsoutwe

werealljustgoingtodanceandhavefunbonding

andgettingtoknoweveryone,therewasalsogoing

tobekaraokenight,andeveryonehadtosinga

songdedicatedtotheirpartners,butitwasn't

compulsoryforeveryonetoparticipateinsinging,

onlyifyouwantedto,Iwasn'tplanningtosingandI

sureknowthatTruewon'tsing.



WeweresittingonthetablewithZekeandanother

couple,IwastalkingtoZekeasIfeellikeIhadbeen

neglectinghimtoday,wewerelaughingashewas

tellingmeabouthowfakemostofthese

relationshipsherewereandthewayafewwoman

offeredtocometohistenttonight

Weweretalkinglowfornoonetohearus,myone

handwaslockedonTrue'sashewashavinga

differentconversationwiththeguynexttohim.

Me(laughing):"youlie!...

Zeke(laughing):"I'mtellingyou"

Me:"Ithoughttheywerethemostperfectcouple

here"

Zeke:"Iwasshocked"

Me:"butdoyoublamethem?Imean,it'syou,you

couldruinatwentyyearsofmarriageifyouwanted

to"

Helooksatmelockingeyeswithmesmiling,there

wassomethingaboutthewayhewaslookingatme

today,it'slikehewashurtbutatthesametime



therewasadeepersenseofcarewhenhelookedat

me,hetookmyotherhandwhichwasonthetable,

myheartskippedabeatashelockedmyhandon

his,Ihadthesetwomen'shandslockedwithmine

andmyheartbeatwasoutofcontrolIdidn'tknow

whatwashappeningtome,it'slikeZekewastalking

tomewithhiseyesandapartofmeknewthathe

feltwhatIfeelforhimanditseemedlikehewas

finallyacceptingit

Zeke:"I'vegottenmyselftogetherlikeIpromised...

HesaysconfirmingwhatIwasthinking,buthe

stoppedthere

IfeltTruelettinggoofmyhandputtinghishand

backonthetableashedrankhisbeer,Iletgoof

Zeke'shandasIreachoutforTrue'shandbuthe

movesitawayrestinghischinonit,myheartsinks.

Icouldn'tunderstandmyownfeelingsatthispoint,

IknowthatI'minlovewithZekebutwhatisthis

thatIwasfeelingforTrue?Ican'tpossiblybein

lovewithtwopeople.

.



.

.
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WhatIthoughtwouldhappenwasabouttohappen

Ijustdidn'tthinkit'dhappenassoonastonight.Of

causewearenotinarelationshipbutIstillgot

jealousseeingthemthatclose,knowingthatthey

bothhadfeelingsforeachotherdeeperthan

friendshipmademeuncomfortablewhentheywere

beingthatcloseinfrontofmeasmuchasthey

werejustfriends,theyknewandIknewthattheir

friendshipwasalreadytainted.

Shemovesclosertome

Naomi(inmyear):"hey,yougood?"

Inodlookingather

Naomi:"what'swrongTrue?"



Me:"nothing'swrong...

Naomi:"themwhydidyouletgoofmyhand?"

Ichuckletakingherhandbackinmine

Me:"youhappynow?"

Shesmileswithabitofafrown

Naomi:"Yes!"

Me(smiling):"you'renutcase,youknowthat?"

Naomi(smirking):"Iblameyoufornuttinginmeall

thetime"

Ilaughcoveringmymouth

Shegetsupfromherseat

Naomi:"I'mgoingtosingforyoupartner"

Me:"pleasedon't"

Itrytopullherbackbutsheslipsawayrushingto

thestage.

Thesongbeatcomesonandherangelicvoice

startssinging

Naomi(singing):"Theydon'tcancelotherplans



Haveconversationswithnothingbuttheireyes

Theydon'theareachother'snamesandforgetto

concentrate

Hitsanerveandlightsyouuplikedynamite

Friendsdon'tcallyouinthemiddleofthenight

Couldn'teventellyouwhy

Theyjustfeltlikesaying"hi"

Friendsdon'tstandaround,playingwiththeirkeys

Findingreasonsnottoleave

Tryingtohidethechemistry

Drivealittletooslow,takethelongwayhome

Getalittletooclose

Wedo,butfriendsdon't....

Ismileasshesmilesatmesinging



Naomi(singing):"Theydon'talmostsay"Iloveyou"

Whenthey'redowntownsomewhere,justalittle

drunk

Theydon'ttalkaboutthefutureandputeachother

init

Andgetchillswitheveryaccidentaltouch

Friendsdon'tcallyouinthemiddleofthenight

Couldn'teventellyouwhy

Theyjustfeltlikesaying"hi"

Friendsdon'tstandaround,playingwiththeirkeys

Findingreasonsnottoleave

Tryingtohidethechemistry

Drivealittletooslow,takethelongwayhome

Getalittletooclose

Wedo,butfriendsdon't



Ikeeptellingmyselfthismightbenothing

Butonelookinyoureyesand,God,there's

something

Youcanlietomeandsayyoudon't...

ButIknowyoudo,andIloveyoutoo...

Iwasshockedbythelyricsofthesongasthey

relatedtous,butIalsoknewtheyrelatedtoherand

Zekeaswell,Iwantedtobelievethatshewas

singingformeasshekepteyescontactbutwhen

shecamedownbacktousshehadhereyeson

Zekeforawhilebeforelookingbackatmeand

sharingahugwithme.

Naomi:"didyoulikeit?"

Me:"Ilovedit....

Shesmilesatmelookingintomyeyes

Naomi:"Ihopeyoupaidattentiontothelyrics....

Inod,doesshemeanthelyricsofthesongishow



shefeltforme?OrshejusthopesIwaslisteningto

hersinging.

Ipullherclosertome

Me(inherear):"weshouldgobacktothetentnow"

Naomi:"youreadmymind....

WewereabouttogetupwhenZekegotupand

wentonstage

Naomi:"wait,Zekeisabouttosing...

Shesitsbackdownpullingmetositaswell,Idrink

mybeerlookingathim.

.

.

.
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Zekegotupandheadingtothestageashe



volunteeredtogoupnexttosing,Iwasconfused

becauseZekedidn'thaveapartnerhereanymore

sowhowashegoingtosingfor?

Hesitsonthechairasthebeatofthesonghe

askedforstarts....Zekeashestartssinging

Zeke(singing):"Oh,oh,oh

Mmmmmmmmm

Bambi,Bambi

Mydear,mydear,mydear

Mydear,Iwantyouhere

Don'tgettoonearforthere'slions,beware

(Mmmbambambi)

OhBambiIwon'tlie

IfIweren'tinthisspiderwebofmine

Ifgrandfatherneverhadsevenwives

Thendarlingyouwouldbeloveofmylife



OhBambiit'smydesign

TorunthejungleImustbealion

Orbeacheetahbutneitherisfine

Don'twannahurtmydearloveofmylife...

Isituplisteningtothesongashesangthelyricsso

passionatelywhilelookingatme....

Zeke(singing):"Bambi,Bambi

Mydear,mydear,mydear

Mydear,Iwantyouhere

Don'tgettoonearforthere'slions,beware

(Mmmbambambi)

Iwishthatwewereforeveryoung

Ialwaysknewthatthisdaywouldcome

TheforkintheroadwhereIcannotrun



BetweenloveandmanyI'mlovingone

Igottheweddinginvitation,Bambi

I'mhappythathewantstomakeafamily

ButIcannotpromiseIwon'trunupinthechurch

Therescreamingyourname,Bambi

Noonecantakeyoufromme,Bambi

Noonecantakeyoufromme,Bambi

Noonecantakeyoufromme,Bambi....

Iquicklywipedmytearthatescapedashe

continued,everyoneclappedtheirhandsforhim.....

Hewalkedbacktowardsus

Zeke:"canIpleasetalktoyououtside?"

IlookathimconfusedasIlookbackatTrue

True:"go,you'llmeetmebythetentifyoucome

back...



Hegetsupwalkingout

Me:"True!...

Hedidn'tstopwalkingoutthebar,Ilookedbackat

Zeke

Zeke:"justfiveminutesthenIpromiseI'llleaveyou

alone,mytransportisalreadyheretopickmeup"

Me(whisper):"what?...

HewalkstowardstheexitgettingoutasIfollow

behindhiminconfusion

.

.
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Wewalkeduntilwereachedtheriverwalkingalong

sideit,IstoppedasIneededtohearwhathehadto

say.

Me:"Zeke,whatisit?Andwhyareyouleaving?"

Hesighsashetakesmyhandsintohislookinginto

myeyes

Zeke:"IknowyoutiredofhearingitcauseI'm



alwayssayingthis,butI'msorryBambi,I'msorryfor

hurtingyou,fornotacceptingtheloveyouhavefor

me,Ijustdon'tfeellikeIdeserveitbecauseIknow

myself,butyouneverbackeddownandIguessI

tookadvantageofourfriendshipwhilegetting

betweenyourlegsaswell,thatwaswrongofmeto

allowthattohappenbetweenus,Iletmyfantasies

getinthewayofourfriendshipknowingverywell

thatIhadnoromanticfeelingsforyou.....

Myheartsinksasitknowswhat'scoming,he's

abouttorejectmeonceagain,pushmeaway

Zeke(clearsthroat):"butastimewenton,you

sparkedsomethinginmeandIrealizedwhatIfeel

foryouwasdeeperthanfriendship,Iwantyoutobe

mineBambi.....

Ilookathimastearsfallfrommyface

Zeke:"I...I'minlovewithyoutooNaomi,Iloveyou

andIwantustobetogether,morethanfriends,

please,ifyoustillfeelthesame,pleasegivemea



chance,IknowIdon'tknownothingaboutlove,but

Iwanttogrowinitwithyoubymyside...

Hemovesclosertomeclosingthegapbetweenus

Zeke:"Ihavemyflawsbutyoulovedmeregardless

andmaybeI'mnotperfectenoughforyouyetbut

I'mwillingtochangeforyouandIknowbeingwith

youwon'tbeeasybutI'mreadytofaceitand

conqueritallwithyou"

Ilookdownashewipesmytearmakingmelookup

athim,I'vebeenwaitingonhimtosaythesewords

tomesinceIknewhimanditfeltunrealthathewas

actuallystandinginfrontofmesayingallthis.A

partofmewashappyandwantedtojumponhim

andleavethisplacewithhim,butIcan'tdenythe

bondI'vealreadycreatedwithTrue,I'mjustnotsure

abouthowhefeels,Idon'twanttobeanotherIzzie

inhislife,IwanttobelovednotlikedbecauseI'm

perfecttosettledownwith,that'showTruechooses

hiswomensincehedoesn'tdolove..andZekehe's

neverlovedanyonewomaninhislife,doesheeven



understandwhatlovefeelslike?Orhe'sjustscared

toloseme?

Me:"Zeke....

Zeke:"hey,lookatme...

Ilookupathim,hepecksmylips

Zeke:"youdon'thavetoanswermenow,Iknowyou

inarelationshipwithTrueandyouwerejust

startingtobeseriousaboutwithhim,Igetthatyour

heartmightbeinaconfusingstateofemotions

rightnow,I'llwaitforyou,youdon'thavetoanswer

menow,enjoytherestofyourstayhereandthink

aboutit...I'llbewaitingforyouwhenyougetback

home,andI'llstillbeverymuchinlovewithyou"

Ismilelookingathim

Me:"okay...butyoudon'thavetogo"

Zeke:"Iwasn'tsupposedtocomehereinthefirst

place,I'drathergiveyouyourspace.....

Heliftsmychinupandweshareakiss,hewraps

hearmsaroundme,Icuphisfaceashedeepens

thekiss.



Afterawhilehebreaksit

Zeke:"I'mgoingtogonow"

Me:"okay"

Ipeckhislipsoncemoreashewalksawaywhile

holdingmyhanduntilheletsgoleaving.Iwipemy

eyesasmylipscurveinasmileturningback

lookingatthemoon'sreflectionontheriver,aftera

whileoftakingineverythingthatjusthappenedI

walkedbacktothetent.Wewerestillbyour

luxurioustentasTrueaskedforustostayinituntil

weleavebuttheysaidhe'dhavetopayfromhis

ownpocketastheprizewasafreeservice,hedidn't

mind.

Ifoundhimchillingonthebedwithonlyunderwear

usinghisphone.Themesswemadewhenweleft

herewasallcleanedup,seeingthebedreminded

meofhowtiredIam.Itookoffmyclothesgetting

inbednexttohim,Iwasn'tsurewhetherhewas

doingsomethingimportantonhisphoneorhewas

avoidingme.



Ikisshischeeksittingnexttohim

Me:"Maseko"

Helooksatmewithaseriousface

Me:"I'msotired,I'mgladwecametobedearly"

Itakehisarmopeningitformetogetinandrestmy

headonhisshoulderchest

Me(lookingathisphone):"whatareyouupto"

True:"I'mbusywithwork"

Me:"aren'tyousupposedtobeofffromworkforthe

week?"

True:"wellI'mnotasyoucansee"

HewascoldnotholdingmebacksoIgotoffhis

chestwithahostiletone

Me:"sorryforbotheringyou"

Iturntofacetheotherwaymovingfarfromhimon

thefarendofthebed.

Ihearhimsighandthesoundofhimputtingaway

hisphone,hemovesclosertomeplacinghishand



onmyarm.

True:"hey"

Iturnaroundfacinghim

True:"sorryaboutthat,Idon'treactwellwhen

focusingonimportantworkstuff,forgiveme"

Me:"you'reforgiven"

HeopenshisarmformeandIgetinrestingonhis

chest

True:"I'mguessingmylistfinallyworked"

Ilookupathim,hewantstoknowaboutmy

conversationwithZeke

Me:"heconfessedhisfeelingsforme,hesaidhe

lovesmeandhewantsustogiveitatry"

True:"that'sgood,I'mhappyforyou,youfinallygot

whatyou'vebeenfightingfor"

Imoveawayfromhischestrestingonthepillowto

gettoseehisfaceproperly

True:"Ithoughtyou'dleavewithhim,it's

inappropriatetobeinbedwithmeifyou'renow



withhim"

Me:"whosaidI'mwithhim?"

True:"Idon'tunderstand...

Me:"Ineedtimetothinkaboutit...

True:"whydoyouhavetothinkaboutitwhenit'sall

you'vebeenthinkingaboutforthepastthree

months?"

Me:"Iknow,but...it'snotjusthimI'vebeenthinking

aboutanymore"

True:"whatdoyoumean?"

Isigh,howdoyouevenconfessyourfeelingsto

someonewhodespiseslove.

Me(shakingmyhead):"Ijustdon'twanttorushinto

somethingI'mnotsureofyet"

Hesitsupleaningagainstthebigpillow,Isitup

doingthesamenexttohim

Hefacesmeasthoughhewasabouttotellme

something

True:"Ididn'twanttosaythisnow,IthoughtI'dtell



youadayortwobeforeleavingthecamp...

Me:"whatisit?...

True:"tenyearsago,Ifellinlove,itwasn'tforthe

firsttimeinmylifebutitwasmyfirsttruelove...

Inodlistening,ItakehishandintomineasIcould

seehowharditwasforhimtotalkaboutit

True:"hernamewasZiyanda,shewasthemost

beautifulwomanI'veeverseeninsideandout,soI

thought,Ifellveryhardforthatladyandshe

reciprocatedthelovebacksowellIknewforsure

thatshelovedmeasmuchasIlovedher,atthat

timemysuccessintheindustrywasjuststartingto

kickup,weweresohappy,afterfiveyearsofdating

Iaskedforherhandinmarriage,Iwasreadyto

growwithher,haveafamily,shewasheavily

pregnantwithmybabyonourweddingday...Ididn't

announcemyweddingtothepublicasitwasjust

familyandclosefriends,Iwasthehappiestgroom

readytomarrythemotherofmyfirstbornson,

thereIwaswaitingforheratthealtar,Iwaitedin

anticipation,thecrowdnoisedieddown,wealljust



waited....shedidn'tshowup,sooneofherfriends

wenttocheckonher,onlytocomedowntheaisle

withanotherman,inherweddinggownandtoldme

shewantedtomarryhimandnotme,thathewas

thefatherofmychildnotme,andthathealways

beeninlovewithhim,notme,she'sbeentaking

careofhersecondfamilythroughme,andthatwas

notherfirstchildshewascarrying....

Iwipethetearsfrommyface,thehurttoneofhis

voicewasheartbreakingbuthedidn'tbreaka

singleteareventhoughthepainwasvisibleinhis

eyes

True:"I'veneverfeltlikesuchafoolinmywhole

life....Iwasthebiggestjoke,everythingI'vedone,I

wastheclown,Ineverexpectedthebetrayal,Iwas

tooblindtoseeitcomingormaybeshewastoo

goodathergame...

Me:"True...thatwasthemostpainfulthingyouwent

through...

True:"IpromisedmyselfI'llneverbeafoolfor

anyoneeveragain,I'mneverlovingsomeoneblindly



again,Iwassingleformanyyearsafterthatuntil

Izzie,shewasbeautifulandsmart,Ilikedherbut

didn'tallowmyselftoputinmyall,Ileftalotof

roomfordisappointmentandindeedshe

disappointedbutshegotmewhereithurtsthe

most,shestillmanagedtobreakmyheart,Ilearnt

thatnomatterhowmuchyoucanprotectyourheart

peoplewillalwaysfindawaytobreakit....

Ilookdowndisheartened

True:"andnowhereIamagaintenyearslater,

fallinginlovewiththisamazingyoungwomanin

frontofme...

Ilookupathimasmyheartskipsabeat

True:"Yes,youdidn'tfailyourthreemonthsmission,

you'vemademefall,soIguesswebothwon,you

finallywonZeke'sheartandI'vefallen...



Me:"True....

True:"Iknowyourheartiswithsomeoneelse,Ihave

badluckoffallingforwomenwhoareinlovewith

someoneelse,soI'llunderstandifyouchoosetobe

withZeke,butwhatIcanneverdoisbeyourfriend

orbewithsomeonewho'sdeeplyinlovewith

someoneelse"

*Silence*

Me:"soyousayingyouwouldn'ttakemeevenifI

wantedtobewithyou?"

Helooksatmedumbfoundedasifhewere

confusedbymyquestion

Me:"whatifIchoosetobewithyou?"

True:"don'taskmequestionslikethat,Idon'twant

falsehope,it'salreadybadenoughI'manoption,

youthinkthat'sniceforme?Ihateit,Ihatethatyou

theonlyoneIwantyetI'manoptionforyou"



Me:"younotanoption,True,Iwantyoutoo,Idon't

knowwhathappenedtomeandhoworevenwhenI

startedfeelingthiswayforyou,I'msorrythatmy

heartissplitintotwo,butit'syouthatItrustwithmy

heart,it'syouthatIwantarelationshipwith....(looks

downfiddlingwithhisfingers)...Iloveyou"

There'ssilenceasIlookupathimandhe'sfilled

withconfusion

True:"Idon'tgetit...

Me:"whatdon'tyouget?"

True:"whataboutZeke?"

Me:"whatabouthim?"

True:"you'lljustleavehimjustlikethat?"

Me:"IgaveZekemanychances,Ineverhidmy

feelingsfromhimbutheinsistedinkeepingmeas

afriendknowingverywellhowIfelt,andnowthat

youcomeintomylifeshiftingmyfocusfromhim,

hehadtogetjealoustorealizehelovesme,Idon't

believethathereallylovesme...butI,Ibelieveyou

andIwantyoutoo"



Asmileformsonhisfaceashiseyeslitup

True(chuckles):"youreallybeingserious"

Me:"Iam"

True:"comeherethen"

Imoveclosertohimgettingbetweenhislegs

restingonhischestasheholdsmelikealittlebaby

True:"Ididnotexpectthis,Ithoughtyou'dbeexcited

aboutZeke"

Me:"metoo"

Iliftmyheadupandweshareakissasitgot

deeperuntilhebecamehardunderme

Hebreaksthekiss,Ibrushhisdick

Me:"areyounotgoingtoclaimme?"

Hekissesmemakingmesitupontopofhisdickas

mypussyclenchedforhim

True:"Ithinkweshouldrestfortonightanddigest

everythingthatjusthappened,thisconversationis

notover....



Myheartfearfullypoundsagainstmychestlooking

athimwithafrown

Me:"youdon'tseemtobehappywithmydecision...

True:"trustme,Iamhappy,butthiswasjustway

tooeasyforyouforsomeonewhoclaimedtobeso

muchinlovewithanotherman,IloveyouNaomi,

forreal,butI'mnotgoingtobestupidinthename

oflove....youneedtimetothinkaboutallthis,figure

outyourfeelings,let'sjustenjoytherestofthis

weekcontinuewiththewaythingswereandwe'll

havethisconversationagainwhenwegetback

home,okay?"

Isighnoddinggettingoffhislapwithaheavyheart

asIturnmybackonhimsleeping

Me:"goodnight"

Hekissesmyshoulder

True:"goodnight"

Hekeepshisdistancefacingtheothersideatthe

farendofthebed,Iwaitedforawhilethinkinghe

turnandcuddlemebuthedidn't,myheartsinksasI



closemyeyestryingtofallasleepbutIcouldn't

stopthinkingabouttheconfessionsthatjusttook

placetonight

.

.

.

[ONEWEEKLATER]

.

.

.

Ithoughtthingsweregoingtobeawkwardbetween

TrueandIafterthenightZekeleftbecauseofthe

wayhereactedtomechoosinghimoverZekebut

hestillmadeourvisitatthecampveryfunwestill

sharedthesametentandwerehavingtonsofsex,

hetriedtomakeusstopafterthatnightwetalked

aboutourfeelingsbuttheverynextnightwe

couldn'tkeepourhandsoffeachother.

IreallyenjoyedmyweekwithTrue,hejusthasa

wayofmakingmefeelliketheonlygirlintheworld,



IcouldimaginehowmuchmoreifIweretobe

officiallyhis.

Istillhadn'ttalkedtoZekeyet,Ididn'tknowwhatto

saytohim,Iwanttobewithhim,it'swhatI'vebeen

wantingforyearsandnowthatitwasfinallyhere

myheartwasconflicted,shouldIjustletthis

chancepassmebywithouteventryingmeaningI

loseTrueforeverbutifIchooseTrue,Istillgetto

keepZekeasafriendbutwillTrueacceptour

friendshipknowingthatwehavefeelingsforeach

other?Ofcausenot.NomatterwhatmychoiceI

canonlykeeponeinmylife,nowthatI'vethought

aboutit,Idon'tthinkIwasreadytoloseZekefrom

mylife,hewasmybestfriendwhenIdidn'thave

any,myfamilywhenIfeltneglected,we'vebeen

throughsomuchtogether,wearefamily....True,

we'vecreatedastrongbondinashortspaceof

timebutcanIreallytrusthimenoughtorisk

someonewho'sbeencomingthroughformein

morewaysthanone.

"Andwehere"

Iliftmyheadupandhewasparkedinfrontofthe



house,IwassoinmyheadIdidn'tevenhearhim

getoutthecartoopenthegate

Istepoutashehelpsmewithmybagsbringing

themtomybedroom,Isighlookingaround,damnI

didn'tmissthisplaceatall.

Heplacesmybagonthebedbeforewalkingupto

meandpullingmeintohisarms

True:"IenjoyedmytimewithyouNewton"

Me:"metoo,weshoulddothatmoreoften"

True:"I'dlikethattoo"

Me:"canwefinishourconversationnow?"

Heletsgoofmeandgoestositonmybedcalling

metohim,Igetbetweenhislegssittingonhislap

asIwrapmyarmoverhisshoulder

True:"IknowandIunderstandyou'reconfused

aboutyourfeelingsrightnow,butIdon'tthinkyou

understandwhatitmeanstobewithme,Idon't

havetimeforgamesNewton,Iwantawomanwho's

goingtobeseriousaboutme,ifourrelationshipis



builtonlove,thenIwantallyourlovenothalfofit

asI'llalsobegivingallofmine,Idon'tpunish

peoplebecauseofthepeoplewhowrongedmein

thepast,I'dneverdothattoyou,I'dnevertellyouI

loveyouonlytonotgiveyoumyallbecauseofthe

hurtIexperiencedinthepast,no,ifIdecidetolove

youshouldn'texpectanythinglessfromme,andI'd

likethesameinreturn....

Me:"Ican....

Heputshisfingerupindicatingthathewasn'tdone

talkingsoIshutmymouth

True:"Isawyoukisshimneartheriverbeforeheleft,

itwasn'tthatfarfromoursuite...

Ilookupathimapologeticallyasmyheartskipsa

beat

True:"Idon'tknowaboutyourloveformebutIdo

believethatyoumightlovemebecauseItrustyou.

WhatIdon'tbelieveishowyouchosemeoverZeke

sosuddenafterhetoldyoueverythingyou'vebeen

dyingtohear,whatIwon'tdoiscompeteforyour

lovewithZeke,Iwillnotbemadesecondbestallin



thenameofyourfriendshipwithZeke,ifyou'rewith

me,you'rewithme,Zekeshouldneverbepartofour

problems,Idon'teverwanttobeinanargument

withyoubecauseofZekeandyou,cheatingis

somethingveryunforgivablewithme,I'dnever

forgiveyouforit,ever,Idespiseitandcheatingto

meisnotjustsex,Idon'tknowifI'llevertrustyour

friendshipwithZekeifweweretobetogether.....

Ilookawayfromhiseyesaseverythinghejustsaid

wasgenuineandreasonablebutIdidnottrust

myselftoneverbreakhisheartbecauseofmy

friendshipwithZeke.

True:"butIknowZekeisyourbestfriendfirstbefore

anythingelseandthereforeIcouldneveraskyouto

cutthimoffyourlife.ButIcan'tletyouintomine

beforeyouaresurethatthat'swhathe'llalwaysbe

toyouonlyafriend,Icannotallowyouinmylife

whileyoustillhaveromanticfeelingsforZeke,I'm

sorrybutIjustwillnotdothattomyselforyou"



MyheartsinksasIfeelrejectioncoming,Iswallow

thelumponmythroat,willloveevergivemea

chance?Myheartissousedtothisachebutit's

hurtsEverytimeasifrejectionofloveissomething

newtome

True:"sohere'swhat'sgoingtohappen,youwillgive

Zekeachance,youwillhavetherelationshipyou've

alwayswantedwithhim....

Me:"Trueplease.....

Hetakesmyhand

True:"listen,youwillgiveZekeallthatloveinyour

heartyouhaveforhim,youneedtoknowhowit's

likebeingwithZekeasmorethanjustafriend,you

bothyoung,he'sprobablybestsuitedforyou,y'all

sharethesametimelineofwhenyouwanttoget

marriedandhavechildren,whereaswithme,you

couldbemygirlfriendtodayandwakeupmywife

andninemonthspregnanttomorrow...(welaugh)...

I'msureofwhatIwant,Ilongfigureditout,butyou



needtofigureyourselfouttogetherwithZeke"

Mytearswerestreamingdownmyface

Me(crying):"Idon'twanttoloseyou,whyareyou

doingthis,Ialreadymademydecision"

True:"it'sforthebestthisway,Iwantsomeone

who'ssureofmeasmuchasI'msureofher,

wholeheartedly...

Me:"whataboutus?It'sover,justlikethat?"

True:"I'llwaitforyou...

Ifrowninconfusion

True:"I'mgivingyouachancewithZeke,bytwelve

monthsyou'llknowexactlywhereyourheartisby

then...ifyoustillwithZeke,I'lltakeitasthoughyou

happyandcontentwithhimandyourfutureiswith

him,aspainfulasit'llbe,I'llacceptit...butifyou

showupatmydoorstepcarryingatuboficecream

andabottleofwine,I'llopenmyarmsandwelcome

youasmine"

Me:"whatifyoufindsomeoneelse?"



True:"Ipromise,I'llwaitforyou,Iwantyoutobe

happyandIwanttobehappywithyou"

HissuggestionwasheartbreakingbecauseIcould

seehowitwashurtinghimtoexplainittome,my

lipstrembledasitbrokemyheartaswellas

warmeditthathewaswillingtosacrificehislove

formetoanotherman.

Igetonhislapwithmylegsoneithersidewrapping

myarmsaroundhimtightlyasheholdsmeback

tightlyasmytearsrandownmyfaceuncontrollably

Afteralongwhilehegetsuppickingmeupwith

True:"Ihavetogo"

Me:"pleasestayover,justonemorenight,please"

True:"Ican't....

Me:"Sothiswasit,thiswasgoodbye?"

True:"IwishyouallthebestNewton,knowingyou

wasthebestthingtoeverhappentome....

Imovemyheadfromhisshoulderlookingathim,

hiseyeswereglisteringasheheldinhistears



Me:"onemorenightTrue....

Heshookhisheadasthetearsinhiseyesfinally

brokefallingdownhisface,wesharedapassionate

kissasheputmedownbreakingthekiss

True:"goodbyeNewton...

Me(crying):"pleasedon'tgo...

HewalkedawayIgrabbedhisarmstoppinghimas

hewalkedoutthedoorwhilehisarmsslippedaway

fromme

Me(downheartedwhisper):"True....

Iwatchhiscardriveoff

Me(deplorably):"pleasedon'tgo....

.

.

.

*******

"Whatislove?"

*******
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IwasnarratingeverythingtoStellaaswewere

catchingup,it'sbeenawhilesincewe'vetalkedand

Imissedher.



Hereyeswerewidenedthewholetimelisteningto

me,sheclappedherhandsonceindisbelief

Stella:"soZekefinallyconfessedhisfeelings,just

whenyouwerestartingtofallforTrue,youchose

True,buthedidn'tacceptyou,buthe'salsoinlove

withyou...

Shesighstryingtounderstanditall

Stella:"sohowdoyoufeelaboutZeke?Doyoustill

wanttobewithhim?"

Me(nodding):"yeah,Ilovehim,Iwanttogivehima

chance....

Stella:"soTrueagreedtobeyourfallbackifthings

don'tworkoutwithyouandZeke?"

Thatdidn'tsoundreallynicewhensheputitlike

that

Stella:"wow,that'sjustsad,Ifeelsorryfortheguy,

sohe'lljustwaitaroundhopingthingsdon'twork

outforyouandZekewhilehislovelifeisonstand

still?"

Icovermyselfwithmyhandsburyingmyfaceon



thebed

Me:"IhatethatI'mhurtinghimlikethis,butthiswas

hisidea,Ichosehim....

Stella:"youchosehimbutyouwerestillinlovewith

Zeke,Ithinkyouchosehimbecausehe'sasafer

option,youknowthathe'sagrownmandonewith

gamesandwantsafamilyandsettledownsohe

won'thurtyouasbadlyasZekewho'sstillinhis

partystage,seeswomenaspeoplefor"fun"and

youknowhe'llhurtyoubecauseheknowsnothing

aboutbeinginlove"

Me:.....

Stella:"personallyIdon'tthinkyouromanticallyin

lovewithZeke,youmethimwithexpectationsof

datinggavehimyourvirginitybuthefriendzoned

youandshowedyouadeeperleveloflovecoming

fromaplatonicplaceofhisheart,youreceivedit

differentlyandslowlystarteddevelopingfeelings

forhim,you'vealsoneverhadaboyfriendandZeke

wasalwaysthereasyouronlyfriend...butnowyou

usedthelistonhim,madehimseeyoudifferently



whenhemaybewasnevergoingtoseeyoulike

that"

Me:"youmakingsense,butIcan'tignoremy

feelingsforhimormakethemdisappear,Iwantus

totry"

Stella:"andifyoutwoworkout,allthatwaitingfrom

Truewouldbefornothing?...orwhatifyouandZeke

aregoodforayearandahalfthenthingsdon'twork

outafterthat...Truewould'vemovedon"

Ishrugmyshouldersthinkingaboutit

Me:"Ifeelbad...

Stella:"Idon'tmeantomakeyoufeelbad,allI'm

sayingisthisisunfairtobothTrueandZeke"

Me:"isitfairtome?Ididn'twakeupanddecideto

beinlovewithtwopeople...(sighs)...butyouright,

makingTruewaitisunfairforhim,Therightthingto

dowouldbetolethimgo,I'mholdinghimback

fromthethingshewants"

Stella:"Doyouevenwantmarriageandkidsatthis

age?"



Ismilealittle

Me:"Iwasn'tplanningonhavingkidsorgetting

marriedanytimesoonorever...butforamoment

whenTruementionedit,Ilikedtheidea,hekinda

mademewantthatformyselfaswellmaybeitsthe

wayhe'ssopassionateandeageraboutit,Idon't

thinkagemattersonceyouabovethelegalageif

youreadyyouready"

Shenodsunderstandingaswecontinuetalking

.

.

.

TRUE

.

.

.

Iwasonthephonewithmyfather

Dad:"thatwasagoodmovetodotoprotectyour

heart,butwaitingforher,Idon'tknowaboutthat,



herlifewillbemovingonwhileyoursisonstand

still?Youcouldusethisyeartostartdatingagain

findyourwifebutinsteadyou'llbewaitingforagirl

who'llbefuckedbyanothermanuntilshedecides

she'sdoneandwantarealmantosettledownso

shefallsbackonyou,sebemvuthuzebamvithiza....

Me(chuckles):"don'tsaythatDad....Ineededayear

tomyselfanyway,toheal,takeabreakfromwomen,

Idon'twishtoseeallwomenthesamebecauseof

thehurtIzziecausedme,Iwasreallylooking

forwardtostartingalifewithher....butIguessI

shouldbethankfultoGodforrevealingwhoshe

reallyisbeforebringingthedevilintomylovelife

andfamily"

Dad:"thisiswhyIwantonlythebestforyou,you've

alwaysbeensomaturedaboutthewayyoudeal

withthings....butnowI'vebeenwatchingyouget

hurtbywomeninthemostcruelwayspossibleand

asyourfatherIcan'tjustwatchanymore,it'stime

formetostepin...Idon'tcarehowoldyouareyou

arestillmylittlechild,soasyourfather,Ihave

madeadecisionyoucannotdisagreewithmeon"



Me:"tatapleasedon'ttellmeyoumovinginwithme

soyoucanbabysitme"

Dad:"ayichinbabysitindodaendalanobuso

obgcweleintshebendyagezamna?"(Me?Babysita

fullgrownmanwithafacefullofhair,anIcrazy?)

Ilaughgettingupheadingtothekitchen

Me:"okaysowhatdoyoumeanbysteppingin?"

Dad:"I'vedecidedtodoanarrangedmarriagefor

you,I'vealreadygottheperfectwomanforyou,

she'sfromhereinPE,Iknowyou'llloveher,she's

perfect,shesjustfiveyearsyoungerthanyouvery

matured,wantsafamilyandmarriage....

Me(interrupting):"tatapleasestop....Idon'tneedyou

interferinginmylovelifelikethis...

Dad:"I'vebeennotinterfering,youturning36ina

weeknextyearyou'llbe37,timeisnotonyour

side...andIpromiseyou,youwilllikethiswoman,

I'vetalkedtoherfamily,theyreallynicepeopleand

I'veinvitedthemforChristmaslunchintwoweeks,

soyou'llgettomeetherwhenyoucomehome"



IsighdrinkingthewaterIpouredformyself

Me:"youknowI'minlovewithsomeone,whyyou

doingthis?"

Dad:"thatsamesomeonewho'sinlovewith

someoneelse?....

Me:"IpromisedI'dwaitforher....

Dad:"that'sbullshitAldo...Iwillnotwatchmyson

waitaroundforawomanwho'sclearlyveryinlove

withsomeoneelsewatchingherbeinghappy

knowinghe'sfuckingyourpussyeverynight,Iwill

notallowthat,howcouldyoudothattoyourself!?

DiditnothurtyouenoughwatchingZiyandamarry

anothermaninyourweddingday?Didyounotlearn

anything!?Nowhereyouarewaitingforsomeoneto

falloutoflovewithsomeoneelse,areyououtof

yourmind?Howmanytimeswillyouletthese

womentoywithyourheart?Iwillnotstandback

andwatchthistorture...youaregettingmarried

afterthreemonthsofgettingtoknowthewoman

I'vechosenforyou"



Isigh,Dadhasneverbeenonetodictatemylife,but

whenhestepsin,it'sonlybecauseI'vefailedtodo

somethingonmyownsohebecomesafatherand

stepsinandoncehedoesthatIneverargueor

disobeyhim

Me:"okay,fine,Itrustyourjudgementaboutthe

woman,andI'lldoasyouwish,butthreemonthsis

toosoon,let'satleastmakeitfivemonths"

Dad:"okay,that'sstillgood"

Me:"butifNaomicomesbacktomebeforethe

weddingday,I'mdroppingeverything"

Hesighsdisappointedly

Dad:"youcan'tjustdropeverythingafter

negotiations,youarealreadycustomarymarried,

weddingornowedding"

Me:"justknowthatI'mdroppingeverythingifNaomi

comesbeforethewedding"

Dad:"fine,butdon'ttellheryougettingmarried,she

mustcomebacktoyoubecauseshelovesyou,not



becauseshewantstostopyoufromgetting

married,thisweddingwillbestrictlyprivate,only

families"

Me:"fineIwon'ttellheraboutmegettingmarried"

Dad:"anddon'ttrytoconvincehertocometoyou

either...

Me:"I'llstayawayfromherjustlikeIalreadytoldher,

wenotevenfriendsanymore...

Dad:"good,letfatetakeoverinthemattersofLove,

ifit'struelove,thenyouwillfindawaytoeachother

beforethewedding,butpleaseIneedyoutogive

thiswomanafairchance,showhertherealyou,

howyoutreatyourwoman,makeherfeel

comfortableandwelcome...

Me:"itwon'tbeeasy...

Dad:"trustme,itwill,I'mverysureyou'lllikethis

one"

Me:"yousoundsoconfidentabouther"

Dad:"Iam"

Me:"okay....Ihavetogo,Iwasbusywithwork"



Dad:"okaybye"

Me:"bye"

Idropthecallgettingbacktomymessybedroom,I

pickuptheusedtissuesthrowingtheminthebin,I

lookatmyselfinthemirror,myeyeslookedawful,

it'sbeenawhilesinceI'vecriedthismuchafterIleft

NaomiitwasthemostpainfulfeelingI'vefelt,all

sadthoughtsinvadedmymindafterthat,

everythingbadthat'severhappenedtome.

Iwasn'tabouttogotoworklikethissoItookanoff

sick.

Iheadbacktobedgettingunderthecovers

.

.

.

ZEKE

.

.

.



IwasonmywaytoNaomi'splaceasshecalledme

forustotalk,wehaven'ttalkedsincethedayIleft

camp,Itriedcontactingherbutsheavoidedmy

textsandcalls,Iguesssheneededherspace.

AfterawhileIwasknockingonherdoor.

Sheopenssteppingtothesidetoletmein

Igetclosertoherandweshareahug

Me:"Imissedyousomuch"

Naomi:"Imissedyoutoo"

Webreakthehugsittingonthebed

Me:"youlookbeautiful"

Naomi:"thankyou"

Ismilelookingintohereyes

Me:"I'mguessingyoucalledmetocontinuewith

whatwelastspokeabout"

FromthesadnessonherfaceIcouldalreadytell

shechosetostaywithTrue

Myheartsinksatthethought



Naomi:"yeah,IdecidedIwanttogiveusachance,I

wanttobewithyou"

Ismileasmyheartjumpsforjoy

Me:"youreallymeanthat?"

Shesmilesnodding

Naomi:"yes,Iloveyou,Ialwayshave,andIwantus

toexplorethesefeelings"

Me:"Iloveyoutoo,Ipromise,Iwon'tletyoudown,I

knowI'vedisappointedyoumanytimes,butI'm

willingtochangeandloveyouthebestwayIcan,I

mightnotbeasperfectasTrueorothermen,but

foryou,IknowIcanbecomethemanyouwantallI

wantisforyoutobehappy"

Naomi:"IknowyounotperfectneitheramI,butthat

doesn'tmatter,whatmattersisthatwetogether

now,andwecanloveeachotherwithoutholding

back"

Shesmilesholdingmyhands

Me:"soyoumygirlfriendnow"

Shegigglesblushing



Naomi:"yeah...

Me:"wellwhydon'tyougiveyourboyfriendakiss"

Shelaughsgettingontopofmeaswesharealong

passionatekissgettingcomfortableonthebed,I

squeezeherassrubbingherbackashertouch

makesmehard,Ilifthershirtuptakingitoff,she

stopsme

Naomi:"wait....

Me:"what?...

Shegetsoffmesittingonthebedbesideme

Me:"didIdosomethingwrong?....

Naomi:"it'sjust...wejuststartedofficiallydating,it's

notjustaboutsexanymore,Iknowwealready

knoweachother,butit'dbeniceifwefirstdatefora

whileasifwewerejustgettingtoknoweachother"

Me:"thatsoundsgoodtome"

Iturntofaceheraswecuddlefacingeachother

Naomi:"Iwasthinking...

Me:"whatwereyouthinkingmybaby...



Shelooksatmeblushing

Naomi(smiling):"wheredoyouusuallyspendyour

holidays?"

Me:"Iusuallyjuststayatmyflat,party,andwork

parttimeholidayjobs"

Naomi:"howaboutyoucomehomewithmethese

holidays,It'llbefun"

Mysmiledisappears

Me:"whataboutyourfather?Hewon'tbeveryhappy

knowingwedating"

Naomi(confused):"whywouldn'thebehappy?"

Ilookawayfromhereyes

Me:"Imeanhetakesmeashisson,I'msupposedto

beabrothertoyou,protectyou,butnow....Idon't

know,Idon'tthinkhe'llbehappyaboutit"

Shecupsmyface

Naomi:"don'tworryaboutit,Dadwillnotbemad,I'm

sureallthatmatterstohimismyhappiness,He

can'tbemadformelovingwhoIlove"



Me(faintsmile):"ifyouputitlikethat,thenI'dliketo

spendtheholidayswithyou"

Shedrawsintomerestingonmychestholdingme

Naomi:"IhopeSbahleisnolongerinyourlife...

Me:"youdon'thavetoworryabouther,Itoldher

wheretogetoff"

Naomi:"good"

Me:"andIhopeTrueisnolongerinyourlife?...

Shelooksdownbrushingmychest

Naomi:"he'snot,webrokethingsoff...

Me:"youstillfriends?...

Sheshakesherhead,Icouldseethesadnessinher

eyesbutshetriedtohideitwithasmile

Naomi:"No....

Me:"Bambi,doyouthinkIruinedsomethingbetter

foryou?Iknowyouwerestartingtofallinlovewith

True,anditwasprobablynoteasyforyoutomake

yourdecision...



Naomi:"youdidn'truinanything,don'tfeelguilty,ifI

wantedtobewithTrueI'dbewithhimbutIwant

you...Itwasn'teasyyes,butI'mhappytobewith

you"

Ipullupherchinandkisshersweetlips

Me:"I'msorryittookmethislongtofinallymanup

andbeyourman,Irealizedthatthere'snouse

denyingmyfeelingscauseIwashurtingyouwhileI

thoughtIwasprotectingyoufrommehurtingyou,I

couldn'tevenbefaithfultoawomanlikeSbahle,

shewasagoodwoman,butIpushedherawayand

cheatedonherwithintheshortperiodofbeing

together,nowwhywouldyouwanttobewith

someonelikethat,IknewIwasbadforyou,no

matterhowmuchIloveyouandtriedtoconvince

myselfthatIcouldchangeandIwouldn'tbelike

thisifIweretobewithyou,Ijustcouldn'teven

believemyself,theloveIhadforyouwassodeep

anditwasbecauseIsawyouasmyfriend,butthen

IguessIgotalittletooclosecrossingthe

boundariesoffriendshipandstartedlustingover

you,whenyouopenedthedoorforafriendswith



benefitsrelationshipIletmyselfishnesstakeover,

atfirstIthoughtitwasjustthesex,itwasbetter

thanI'veeverhad,Ithoughtthatwasthereasonfor

theweirdwarmfeelingI'dgetinmychesteverytime

I'maroundyou,orthegoosebumpsIgetwhenyou

kissmeorholdmerealtight,ortheflutteringfeeling

inmytummywhenyourandomlygivemekisseson

thecheekwhenI'mburiedinbooksorfocusedon

somethingelse,thesefeelingswereallnewtome,I

didn'trealizethat'swhatfallinginlovefelt

like....whatscaresmemostislosingyou,soIcan't

messthisup,Iwon'tmessitup,Ipromiseyou

Bambi"

ShesmilesandwipesoffthetearsfrommyfaceI

didn'trealizeIwastearingupastherewasthis

heavywarmfeelinginmyheart

Naomi(kissingme):"Iappreciateyoufortakingthis

riskwithme,I'mnotperfectneither,andI'llalsotry

mybestnottomessthisup"

Me(sighs):"okay!Enoughofthemushysappystuff,

howaboutwedosomethingfunasourfirstdate"



Naomi:"firstdate?Rightnow?"

Me:"yeah,wecouldmakesomepopcorn,findanice

movie,playgames,maketicktokvideos...

Naomi(smiling):"therearecooldancesIwantto

teachyou...

Me(laughing):"Iknewit,there'salwaysadancewith

you...

Wegetuptopreparesomepopcornanddrinks

choosingoneofherfavoritemovieswhichwas50

firstdates,wealmostdidn'tmakeitthroughthe

movieasthekissesinbetweenweretemptingbut

wetriedourbesttobehave,wellshedidmostofthe

tryingwhileIwasdoingmostofthetempting,she

taughtmeafewdancesanduploadedvideoson

herticktock,thatIenjoyedthemostthatAppcould

beveryaddictive,wewerenowplayingtwenty

questionsasweweregettingreadytosleep

cuddling

Naomi:"ifIcouldkissyouanywhereinyourbody

rightnow,wherewouldyouwantmetokiss?"

Ismilechuckling



Me:"I'dlikeyoutokissmeonmytummy"

Shelaughs

Naomi(yawning):"I'dkissyouifIwasn'tfalling

asleep...

Me:"goodnightBambi....

Naomi:"goodnightbabe"

.

.

.
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Itwasgoodbeinghome,Imissedeverythingabout

it,mybedroommostespecially,I'vehadthissetup

sinceIwasfivewhenmommademybedrooma

barbiethemeroombecauseIwasobsessedwith

thedollsinceIwasthree,everythingaboutme

changedasIgrewup,becameatomboybutmy

bedroomstayedthesame.

Italwaysmakesmemissmom,Ihadaframed

pictureofthethreeofusonthetablenexttomy



bed.

I'mchillingonitwhilescrollingthroughsocial

media.TodayisTrue'sbirthdayandhispictures

werebeingsharedalloverwithpeoplewishinghim

ahappybirthday,Ibadlywantedtocall,wehaven't

talkedsinceweseparated,itwashardgettingused

tonotcallinghimornotreceivinghislatenightcalls,

Imissedhisbedtimestoriesandhowhe'dtreatme

likealittlebaby,Ithoughtit'dbeeasytomoveon

fromTruebecauseIlovedZekelongerandhewas

justsomethingnewtome,butastimegoesIthink

eventhoughitallhappenedsoquickinashort

periodoftimeitwaswaywaydifferentfromwhatI

feltforZeke,maybeevenabitstronger.

Isighlookingathisnumbertemptedtocallhim....

Iwasabouttopresswhenaknockcamethrough

mydoor,Iswitchmyphoneputtingitdown

Me:"comein!"

Hepopshisheadin

Zeke:"hey...



Me:"hey...

Hemakeshiswayintowardsthebed

Wewerenotsleepinginthesamebedroomsaswe

haven'ttoldDadaboutusyetbutevenifwedid,

Dadwouldn'tallowustosleepinthesameroomin

hishouse.

Zeke:"yourdadtoldmetocomewakeyouup"

Hegetsonthebedandkissesmycheek

Me:"whatfor?Iwantedtostayinbedtoday"

Zeke:"breakfastisready"

Me:"can'tIjusteatinmyroom"

Zeke:"nobabe,youhavetocomedowntothetable...

Igruntremovingthesheetsfromme

Zeke:"areyouokay?Youlooklikeyou'vebeen

crying"

Me:"yeahI'mfine,Ijustmissedmomlastnight"

Zeke:"I'msorryBambi...

Me:"it'sokay,let'sgoeat...



Hepicksmeupmakingmegiggleasheputsme

downoncewereachthesteps,hewasreallyscared

ofDadandweshouldwaitabitontellinghimabout

us.

Idon'tknowwhyhe'ssoafraidofhimknowing

aboutus,Dadalreadyloveshimashisown,I'm

surehewon'thaveaproblem.

Wegettothetable

Me(smiling):"goodmorningdaddy"

Ihughimfrombehindashewassittingonhischair

Dad:"goodmorningmyhoneymustard"

Ikisshischeekbeforesittingdownnexttohimwith

Zekeoppositeme

Ourhousecookservesusourfood,ohyeahthisis

anotherreasonwhyIcan'tcook,dadhasalways

hadsomeonetocookforusandhelperstoclean,

momneverlikedanyofthatshepreferredcleaning

andcookingforusinstead.

SheputsmyplateInfrontofme

Me:"thankyou"



Weallduginandbeganeating

Itwasquietandawkward,it'snotusuallylikethis,

Zekehasbeenhereacoupleoftimeandhasslept

overwhilewewerestilljustfriends

DadkeptlookingatmeandZeke

Me:"Dad?...

Dad:"yeshoneymustard?...

Me:"areyouokay?....

Hesighsandsitsback

Dad:"youknowI'mnotstupidright?Beingold

doesn'tmakemestupid"

IfrownconfusedlookingatZekewholooked

nervousashell

Me:"whatdoyoumean?"

Idrinkmyjuice

Dad:"areyoutwohavingsex"

Ispitoutmydrinkfrommymouth

Me:"what!?...



Dad:"areyouhavingsex,together?"

WelookateachotherasZekewasshakinghis

headcontinuously

Zeke:"No...

Me:"Yes...

Webothansweratthesametime

Dad:"sowhichoneisit?...

Me:"No..

Zeke:"Yes...

Ilookathimraisingmybrowsathim

Dad:"sowhenwe'rey'allplanningontellingmethat

youarehavingsex?"

Me:"Dad!Couldyoustopsayingthatword

please...youmakingitsoundweird..

Dad:"okay,starttalkingthen...

Isighpickinguptheserviettetowipemymouth

Me:"weweregoingtotellyou,ZekeandIstarted

dating"



HelooksatZekewholookedveryuncomfortable

Dad:"isthistrue?....

*Silence*

Hebagsthetableshakingthedishesaswestartle

Dad:"Haveyoubeenhavingsexwithher!!"

Zeke(nervously):Yes,yesitstrue...

Dad:"soyou'vebeenfuckingmydaughter?...

Me:"Dad!...

Dad:"Iwelcomedyou,youtoldmeyoudidn'thave

feelingsforherandyou'dtreatherlikeyoursister,I

acceptedyouasmyson,dideverythingforyou,

thinkingyouaretakingcareofmydaughterbut

you'vebeenbusyhavingsexwithher!....

Me:"Dadcalmdown....

Dad:"getthefuckoutmyhouse!Youbrokethe

numberonerule!AftereverythingI'vedoneforyou!

Thisishowyouthankme?AllthatmoneyI'vebeen

givingyoumeantnothingtoyou!Getout....

MyheartbeatincreasedconfusedbyDad'sanger



andhowhewasreactingtowardsZeke

Me:"Dadplease!It'snotthatdeep,ZekeandIare

notevenrelatedIdon't....

Dad:"Shutup!Shutthefuckup...

Igaspinshocklookingathim

Zeke:"I'llgopackmystuff...

Zekewalksawaymakinghiswaytohisroom,Iwas

stillindisbeliefatthewaydadjusttalkedtome,I

feltangerandhurtatthesametimeasIgotup

Me:"Zekeisnotgoinganywhere!....

IwalkedouttoZeke'sbedroomandfoundhim

packinghisthingscrying

Me(disheartened):"Zeke...youdon'thavetogo....

Zeke:"Ican'tstayhere,yourdadwillkillme,thisis

whyIshould'vejustkeptmystupidfeelingsshut,

thisiswhatIwasafraidof....

Hecloseshisbackstruggling,Itookitandthrewit

offthebed

Me:"younotleaving!Dadisjustbeingcrazy,he



won'tkillyou...don'tgoZekeplease...

Iwalkuptohimgivinghimahug,myheart

poundingfastagainstmychestinfearatthe

thoughtofhimleavingme

Zeke(crying):"Ican'tstayhere....

Me:"okaythenwaitforme,I'mleavingwithyou...

Hepushesmeoffhim

Zeke:"Nonoyoucan'tleavewithme,youdon't

understand,yourdadwillreallykillme....

Ifrowninconfusion

Me:"mydadisnotakiller,he'sjustangryhe'llget

overit,waitformetopackupI'mcomingwithyou...

Zeke:"Naomi...

Me:"please...waitforme,I'llberightback,we'llgo

backtomyplace,goodthingitdoesn'tcloseon

holidaylikeRes,getreadyI'llalsogoupstairs

quicklyandtakeafewthings"

Zeke:"it'llbeChristmasinathreedays,youhaveto

spenditwithyourfamily...



Me:"youalsomyfamilyremember...it'seitherDad

calmsdownorwebothleaving...I'llberightback,

stayhere...okay...

Henodswitheyesstreamingdownhisface,Iwipe

mytearsawaylookingathimwhilewalkingaway

backwards

Me:"waitforme....

IgetoutbumpingintoDadasheholdsmebymy

shoulderstightly

Dad:"whatareyoudoing?...

Me:"I'mleavingwithZeke...

Dad:"youdoingnosuch!...

Me:"DadIloveZekewhyareyoumadaboutit?...

don'tyouwanttoseeushappy?..

Dad:"happymyfoot,he'sjustgoingtoplayyouand

breakyourheart,he'smeanttoprotectyoufrom

thatnotbetheonetocauseit....

Me:"Zekeisnotmybloodbrotherandhe'snot

meanttoprotectmefromanything,Idon'tneed

anyonetoprotectme,Icantakecareofmyself,allI



wantistobewithZeke,andifyoucan'tacceptthat,

thenI'mleavingwithhim"

Hiseyeswerefilledwithangerasheletgoofme,I

ranupstairstomyroomandpackedafewthingsin

mybag

.

.

.

TRUE

.

.

.

"Happybirthdaydaytoyooouuuuu....

Me(smiling):"thankyou....

Amanda:"blowoutthecandles!"

Me:"I'mtoooldforthis...

Therewere36littlecandlesonthecake

ItakeinasmuchoxygenasIcanbeforeblowing



outhalfthecandles,Iblowagaintilltheywereall

out

Theyclaphandsforme,Ican'tbelievetheystilldo

this,sinceIwasyoungdadmadeitatraditionto

haveourbirthdayscelebratedasafamilyand

friendswithacakeandcandlesasthenumberof

yourage,weallhadthepointypartyhatsasthere

wereballoonsalloverIfeltlikealittlechildandwas

happytohavemyfamilyaroundme.

Amanda:"finallywecaneatthecake!"

Me:"Ithoughtyouwereonadiet?"

Amanda:"it'smybrother'sbirthday,I'llcheat"

Ishakemyhead

Me:"yesterdayyouwereeatingpizzathenyouhad

cakewithicecreamandchocolatesyrupwitha

wholebottleofwipcream"

Amanda:"itwasthedaybeforemybrother's

birthdaysoit'sacceptable"

Welaughatherjustifications

Icutthecakeaseveryonedishesupandtheyput



creamallovermyface,itwasembarrassingasthis

washappeninginfrontofmyfriendsfeltlikeitwas

atenyearold'sparty.

Icheckedmyphonetoreplytothebirthdaywishes

asIwaschillingbythepoolabitfarfromeveryone

puttingmyfeetinside,Idon'tknowwhyIexpecteda

textorsomethingfromNaomi,itwasweird,Ido

missherawfullyithurts,Ialwaysfindmyself

staringathernumberreadytocallher,justtocheck

howshe'sholdingup,ifdoesshemissmelikeI

missher,isshethinkingaboutmeasmuchasI

thinkabouther,I'vebeentemptedtotellhershe

doesn'thavetwelvemonthsanymoresothatshe

comebacktomesooner(chuckles)it'spatheticof

meIknow,thisiswhyIhatedLove,becauseI'ma

suckerforitbutit'sjustnotforme.

"Hey,whyyousittingherebyyourselfonyour

party?"

Ilookupather

Me:"Amanda,youstartledme"

Shesitsnexttomeputtingherfeetinthepool



Amanda:"Dadtoldmeaboutyourgrandkid"

Ifrownlookingather

Amanda:"Naomi?...

Iraisemybrowinrealizationandlaugh

Amanda:"shereallymessedyouup,rightafterIzzie,

damn,Icanonlyimaginewhatyourheartmustbe

goingthrough"

Me:"I'llsurvive"

Sherubsmybackhuggingmewithherheadrested

inmyshoulder

Amanda:"I'msorrybigbro,Iknowhowharditwas

foryoutobelieveinloveagain,andwhenyoufinally

findit,itknocksyoudown,butItrustdad'sdecision

andIreallybelievethistimeit'llworkout...

Me:"it'swhatevernow,Iclearlydon'tknowwhatI'm

doingsoI'llletDadtakecareofit,maybehe'lldoa

betterjobthanmewithme"

Amanda:"uhmactuallyIthinkyoushouldcome

inside,there'sasurprisewaitingforyou"



Me(lookingather):"whatisit?"

Amanda:"yourwifeishere"

Myheartstartspounding

Me:"she'shere?Now?...

Amanda(smiling):"yeah....

Me:"haveyouseenheralready?Isshebeautiful?...

Amanda(laughing):"beautyisn'teverything...

Me:"ohno,ItrustedDad,she'sreallynotbeautiful?

Issheatleastdateable?abitcute?...

.

.

.
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.

.

AfterpackingsomeofmythingsIheaded



downstairscarryingmybag....

IhearZeke'smotorbikeoutsideasIquicklyrun

downthestairs

IhearitdriveoffasIwasbythedoor

Me(shouting):"Zeke!!Wait!!....

Irunafterhimashewasbythegate,helooksback

atmethenlooksforwardandspeedsoff

Idropmybagasmyheartspattersintoamillion

piecesandbreakdownintotears

Me(crying):"Waitforme.....

Idroptomykneesholdingmypainfulchestcrying

Ifeelsomeonetouchmyshoulderandhuggingme,

Ihughimbackcryingonhischest

Dad:"sshhhit'sokayhoney,hedidn'tdeserveyou

anyway...

Ipushhimoffme

Me(crying):"it'sallyourfault!Youmadehim

leave...whywouldyoudothat!?Youknowheonly

hasusandyoustillchasedhimout,it'salmost



Christmasforcryingoutloud,howheartlesscould

yoube!...

Dad:"honeyIwasjust...

Me:"No!Leavemealone...

Irunbacktothehouseintomybedroomandlock

myselfinthrowingmyselfonthebedcryingmy

heartout

Itakemyphoneandtrytocallhimbuthetookme

tovoicemail,afteracoupleoftriesIthrowmy

phoneagainstthewallburyingmyfaceonthe

pillow

.

.

.
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.

.

.



Shestandsonherfeetpullingmeup

Amanda:"comeseeforyourself,beautydon'tmatter

True...

Me:"thiswomanmightcarrymybabies,doyou

thinkIwantuglybabies?...

Shelaughsoutloudasweheadbacktothehouse,I

findDadwaitingbythedoorsmilingasheleadsthe

waytotheloungewhereeveryonewaschilling,my

eyeswonderedlookingforherbutcouldn'tseeany

newface

Dad:"theresheis...

Ilookupasshemakesherwaydownthestairs

Myjawdropsinshock,shesmilesshowingher

straightwhiteteethasshewalksclosertowardsme,

IlookatDadindisbelief

Me:"howdidyou....

Dad:"Ihavemyways

Her:"heyNiso....

Ichuckleindisbeliefasweclaspsintoahug



Me:"MyGodLethuIcan'tbelievemyeyesright

now...

Weletgolookingateachotherandhugeachother

onceagain

Me:"IthoughtI'dneverseeyouagain"

Lelethu:"metoo...

Weletgoofeachotherasmyeyesexploreherall

over

Me:"you'vegrownsomuch,youusedtobeso

skinnybackintheorphanage...

Lelethu:"I'mwellfednow...

AfterawhileastheshockdiesdownIremember

whyshe'shereandmysmiledisappearslookingat

Dad

Me:"No...

Henodssmiling

Dad:"yes...

Me:"No,Lelethuispracticallymysister,wegrewup

together...



Ilookather

Me:"weusedtolookoutforeachotheratthe

orphanage....

Lelethu(smiling):"rememberyousaidifwemakeit

outoftherewithoutparentsbecauseweweretoo

growntogetadopted,yousaidyou'dworkto

provideforus,I'llbeyourwifeandwe'lllivehappily

everafter...

Iburrymyhandsinmypocket

Me:"yourememberthat....

Lelethu:"Iremembereverything....

Me:"wewerekidsIdidn'tknowwhatIwastalking

about....

Lelethu:"Iknowyoudidwellforyourselfand

becamethisbigsuperstarandprobablyforgot

aboutme,butIneverforgotaboutyou,Ialways

thoughtaboutyou"

Asmileformsonmyfacelookingather,shegrew

intoabeautifulwoman,differentfromhowI

rememberher,buthersmileI'dspotitunder



whateveramountofmakeup.

Me:"ifitwasn'tforyoursmileIwould'venever

noticedyou...

Shesmiles

Dad:"Itoldyouyou'dlikeher...

Me:"uhm...areyoucoolwithallthis?IhopeDad

didn'tforceyouoranything?"

Lelethu:"No,IknewIwasgoingtobeinanarranged

marriageforalongtimenow,butI'vealways

managedtoescapeallthebadchoicesmyparents

madeforme,whenIhearditwasyou,Iwasvery

happy"

Ismilelookingatherassheblushes

Amanda:"okay,thisisareallycutereunionandall,

butcanwepleasegetbacktotheparty?"

Everyonecheersasthemusicgoeson,Itrytoget

toDadbuthedisappeared,myeyeslandbackto

Lele,Itakeherhand

Me:"weshouldgosomewherequietandcatchup,I

wanttoknowallaboutyouradoptivefamilyand



whathappenedafteryoulefttheorphanage...

Lelethu(smiling):"okay!....

Itakeherhandandleadherbacktomyspotbythe

pool

.

.

.
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IstoppedtryingtocontactZeke,Iblockedmy

numbersoIblockedhimtoo,Ican'tbelievehejust

cuttmeoffjustlikethat,soeasily,theleasthe

could'vedoneisexplainwhyhejustleftlikethat

andwheredidhego.

WhyisitwhenIchooseloveitrunsawayfromme,

thiswasthelasttimeIwasgettingrejectedbyZeke,

hecangotohell.



Don'tevengetmestartedonTrue,theveryhonest

manwhoknowswhathewants,Ifoundouthewas

gettingmarried,IstillhadAmanda'snumberand

couldveiwherWhatsAppstatuses,Trueblocked

mefromseeinghisstatusesbuthasn'tblockedmy

number,Iguesshewaskeepingitfromme.Ijust

foundoutyesterdaywhenAmandapostedavideo

ofherandTruebeingcozybythecouchand

captionedit"thungisani,startingcountdownto

weddingday "

Sheevenshowedherengagementring,Iwon'tlieI

wasshattered.

Ireallydon'thavethestrengthtorunaftergrown

assmen,onepromisedtoneverleavemeandthe

otherpromisedhe'dwaitforme,yetnonofthem

areherewithme.

AsformyDad,he'sdevelopedasuddenclose

friendshipwithmom'sbestfriendElizabeth,Aunty

Bethhasalwaysbeenthereforussincemom

passedaway,butshewasnotonourfaceslikenow,

shedcomebyonceamonthorsomething,forthe

firsttimetheseholidaysDadinvitedherandher



kidstospendChristmaswithus,Iwasnottalkingto

DadsoIdidn'targue,hecoulddoashepleases,it's

hishouseafterall.

Ican'tbesobbingandenduringheartachebecause

ofmen.ItwastimeIfocusedonmyselfandbuild

myselfup.

I'vebeendoingauditionsandIgotacceptedfora

leadroleinsomeMzansiromanticBiskop,Iwas

happyImeanitwasgoingtobemyfirsttimeonTV,

it'sunlikebeingonphonescreens,itwasahuge

dealformeandwewouldstartshootingintwo

monthstimesofornowIwasjustwaiting.

IsawapostaboutauditionsforTrue'smovie,itwas

goingtobebigandIbadlywantedtogofor

auditionswhichstartedtwodaysago,Iwasn'tsure

ifIshouldgo,IthinkTruehatesmeforsomereason,

Imeanwhyelsewouldhepromisetowaitforme

thengoaheadandgetengaged,maybehimletting

megowasatestandhedidn'treallywantmetotry

thingswithZeke?Whatevermadehimmakethis

decisionofgettingmarried,hesureashelldidn't

carewhatI'dthinkorfeel.Whywouldhepickmefor



hismovie,nomatterhowwellIdo.

Isighdrinkingthebottleofbeerinfrontofme

"Heybeautiful...

Igulpdownmybottlebeforelookingattheguynext

tome

Me:"notinterested...

Iwalkoutofthebar

Ihadtogathersomestrengthbeforegoingtothe

True'sstudiofortheauditions

Ihopehe'snotoneofthejudgesbecauseI'mreally

notsureifhe'sangryatmeorhatesme.Asmuch

asIunderstandhedidn'thavetowaitformebutit

wasrealpettytonotonlymoveonandgeta

girlfriendbuthehasawholefianceabouttoget

marriedinsuchashortperiodoftime.

.

.

.

.



TRUE

.

.

.

Iwasboredaswewerelisteningtothe50th

auditioner,Ihadmyheadonthetable,somany

peoplelackthetalentofacting,Iwantedtothrow

myheadoutthewindowthewayIwassofrustrated,

westillhaven'tfoundanyonewelikedforthe

leadingcharacter,eventhealreadyfamousactors

justdidn'thavethatthingIwaslookingfor,only

threeIcouldconsidersofar.

"Hi...

Director:"helloandwhat'syourname?...

"Naomi...

Iliftupmyheadfromthetablelookingatthestage

andthereshewas,Isatupstraightfocusingback

ontheaudition.

Director:"yourfullnameplease...



Naomi:"NaomiAnnikaNewton"

Director:"showuswhatyougotNaomi....

Shelooksatmeandbackatthescriptasshestarts

actingitout,itwasthelittleeffortsheputinto

makingherselfthecharacterwhichcaughtmy

attention,thesadnessinhertone,shecamein

lookinglikeamessandherhairwasmessyonher

faceasifthewindblewonher.

Afterawhileshedoesatiredevillaughasshe

finishesoffheract.

Theotherjudgesclaptheirhandsforher,itwasthe

firsttimetheyclappedhandsforaleadingrole

auditioner.

Wegatherourheadsdiscussingherastheyall

agreetolikeher.

Me:"whatdidyousayyournamewas?...

Shelooksatmeperplexed

Naomi:"NaomiAnnikaNewton"

Me:"thankyouforcoming,youmayleaveyour

contactdetailsinthefront,we'llcallyouifyouget



thepart"

Naomi:"thankyou...

Shelooksatmeforawhile

Naomi:"uhm...

Me:"isthereanythingelse?...

Sheshakesherheadandturnswalkingout

Isighsittingbacktryingtoresisttheurgeofgoing

afterher,butIcouldn't

Me:"Ihavetogo,I'llberightback

.

.

.

NAOMI

.

.

.

Iwipemytearsasmyheartbeatsuncontrollably



againstmychest,itwasthecoldnessinhiseyes

andthelackofinterestinmyperformance,he

couldn'tevengivemealittlesmileofimpression,

theotherjudgesseemedtolikeme,Ithoughtas

much,hehatesme.

"Newton!...

Istartlelookingbehindmeashewalkscloser,my

heartbeatsfasterasIwatchhimapproach

True:"hey...

Me:"hey...

Heburieshishandsinhispocketslookingatme

withthosegorgeouseyes

True:"thatwasagoodperformanceinthere...

AsmileformsonmyfaceasIfoldmyarms

Me:"thanks...

Hestillhadhisseriousface,notevenalittlesmile

forme

True:"youlookterrible...

Ifixmyhair,itwasverywindytodayandmyhair



wasamess

Me:"Jeethanks,Iknow,I'mirresistible...

Hechucklessmiling,Ismile,finallyhesmilesatme

True:"howareyouholdingup?"

Me:"I'mgood,justworkingongettingmyselfinto

theTVscreens"

True:"anyluck?"

Me:"IgotinsomelokshinBiskop,it'ssomething"

Henods

True:"that'sgood"

Me:"yeah...

*Silence*

Seeinghimrightinfrontofmeandnotbeingableto

givehimahugandtellhimhowmuchImissedhim

hurtsobad

Me:"uhm,Ishouldgo...

Iturnquicklywalkingawaybuthegrabsmyarm,I

turntolookathim



True:"whereyougoing?...

Me:"home...

True:"withwhat?...

Me:"myUberwillbehereanysecond...

True:"Imissyou...

Ifrownlookingathim

Me:"Imissyoutoo...

True:"IhopeZekeistakinggoodcareofyou...

Myheartsinkslookingdowninembarrassment

Me:"yeahheis....

True:"goodthen...

Me:"andIhopeyourfianceistakinggoodcareof

you...

Heraiseshisbrowssurprisedbymysentence

Me:"congratulationsbytheway...

Heshamefullylooksawayfrommyeyes

True:"howdidyou...



Me(chuckles):"howdidIknow?Rightthat'sthe

mostimportantpart,well,IhaveAmanda'snumber

andwe'vetalkedonceortwiceonWhatsApp,and

we'vebeenviewingeachother'sstatusessince

then"

True:"Icanexplain...

Me:"youdon'thavetoexplainanything,youdon't

owemeanyexplanationaboutthedecisionsyou

makewithyourlife,Ineverbelievedinpromises

anywaybecausepeoplealwaysbreakthem,Ididn't

deserveyouanyway,Icouldn'tgiveyouallmyheart

becauseofsomestupidjerkwhomadeafoolout

me....sometimesIwishInevermetanyofyou,

becausenowI'mstuckwiththisneverendingache

inmyheart..."

Isighswallowingmywordsasapainfullump

chokesmythroatasIholdinmytears

True:"whatdidthatstupidjerkdotoyou?"

Heaskswithconcerninhiseyesasifthat'sthe

onlyparthepickedfromwhatIjustsaid

Me:"helefttwomonthsagoandneverlooked



back....Idon'tknowwhereheis,heblockedmeon

everything"

True:"I'msorryaboutthat...

Me:...

True:"Ididn'tbreakmypromise,I'mstillwaitingfor

you...

Me:"howTrue?Yougettingmarried"

True:"butI'mnotmarriedyet,theweddingisinthree

months,I'mstillwaitingforyou"

Me:"whataboutyourfiance?"

True"she'snotmywifeyet....

Me:"sowhatdoesthatmean?...

Hemovesclosertomeandmyheartraces

True:"justsaythewords,andI'myours"

Me:"whatarethewords?"

True:"tellmethatyouwantme...

Imoveclosertohim

Me:"IwantyouTrue...actually,Ineedyou,more



thananything"

Hepullsmeintohisarms,Igaspatthefeelingof

hisstrongarmsaroundme

True:"Ineedyoumore...

WewereabouttokissbutIholdhischestleaning

back

Me:"Ican'tkissyou,youdon'tcheatremember"

HecloseshiseyestryingtogatherhimselfIcould

feelhishardbonerandIwastemptedtograbit,it

hadbecomeanaddictivehabitformetograbitbut

wewereinpublic

True:"I'mnotcheatingifI'mgoingtoleaveherfor

you"

HeleansinagainandImoveback

Me:"you'renotminetokiss"

True:"fuckthatshitNewton...

Heholdsmyneckandpullsmeinforakiss,Iclose

myeyesenjoyinghisthicktastylips,Ifeltmyclit

throbashepressedhimselfonme,foramomentI



didn'tcarethatwewereinpublicuntilIhearda

camerasnapapicture,Ipushhimofftryingto

catchmybreath

Me(breathlessly):"True...we'llbescatteredonsocial

mediaagain,whatifyourwifeseesus"

True:"stopsayingthat,she'snotmywife"

Me:....

True:"Iwanttotakeyouhomewithmerightnow"

Me(smiling):"No,you'llcometomeonceyousingle

andreadytomingle...

True:"I'mreadytominglerightnow...

Hepullsmeintohischestonceagain,Ilaugh

holdingonhischesttostophimfromkissingme

Me:"Ithoughtyouhatedme...

True:"whatcouldpossiblymakemehateyou?"

Me:"youweregoingtogetmarriedaftersaying

you'dwaitforme,plusIneverwishedyouhappy

birthday"

True:"Ididn'tchoosetogetmarried,itwasarranged



formebymyfather,ItoldhimI'ddropeverythingif

youcamebacktomebeforethewedding"

Iwrapmyarmsaroundhisneck

Me:"yousaidthat?"

True:"ifyoucameontheweddingdaywhenthe

pastorsaidspeaknoworforeverholdyourpeace

andyoustoppedthewedding,I'dstillchooseyou"

Ismileblushing

Me:"I'dneverdothattoanotherwoman,butIam

flattered"

True:"Iknow....

Me:"Ishouldgonow,I'msuremyUberalreadyleft

me,byphonehasbeenvibrating"

True:"whydon'tyouwaitforme,I'lltakeyouhome"

Me:"youdon'thaveto"

Hetakesmyhandpullingmebacktothestudio

True:"I'mtakingyouhome,waitformeinmyoffice,

we'llgowhenI'mdone"



Isitonhischair,heputshiscellphoneonthetable

True:"I'mleavingyouinchargeofmyphone,anyone

whoneedsme,tellthemI'mbusytheyshouldleave

messageorcallmeaftersix...

Me(smiling):"youwantmetobeyourPA?...

True:"yes,soyoubetterdoagoodjoborelseyou

fired"

Me:"let'stalkaboutpaymentfirst?"

True:"we'lltalkpaymentafter"

Me:"mmhokay...

Hewinksatmebeforewalkingout

Ismileasmycheeksheatupblushing,Isitbackon

hischairspinningitaround.

Ipackthepapersonhisdeskneatly,clearing

everything,foraneatfreakhisdeskwasmessy,it's

probablybecausehe'sverybusywiththeauditions.

Idon'tknowwhat'shappeningtomebutIwas

feelingthisunspeakablejoyinmyheart,seeinghim,

howhappyhewastoseeme,thefactthathe



missesmeandhasbeenthinkingaboutmeas

muchasIhavebeen.

HisphoneringswhileIwasinmythoughts

ItwasMbhele,Ianswerit

Me:"MrMaseko'sphone,hecan'tcometothephone

rightnow,butyoucanleaveamessage?"

"Ineedtotalktohimrightnow"

Me:"he'sbusyrightnowSircanIleaveamessage

foryou?..

"Tellhimtocallmeback"

Hehangsup,Iwritedownhisnameandhis

messageonapieceofpaper

Anothercallcomesthrough,damnthisman's

phoneisbusy,evenmessageskeptcominginevery

twominutes.

ThecallerIDwasLethu

Me:"Maseko'sphonehello?"

"Who'sthis?"



"It'snotMasekobutIwasaskedtoanswerhiscall...

"Andwhoareyou?...

Ilookatthephonebeforeputtingitbackonmyear

Me:"I'mNaomi...

"OhsoyoutheNaomi,whatareyoudoingwithmy

fiance'sphone?"

MyheartbeatracesasIreleasewhoitis

Me:"uhmI'lltellTrueyoucalled...

"Whyareyouwithmyman!?Whereishe!?...

Shewasraisinghervoiceatme

Me:"he'sbusywiththeauditions...

"Whyareyoutherewithhim?Ihopeyounottrying

togethimbackbecausehe'sminenow...

Me:"okay,bye...

Ihangupandsighthoughtfully

IfeltlikeIwasfloatingonairasIslowlyopenmy

eyestofindmyselfonTrue'sarmsashewas



carryingme

Me(sleepyfrown):"what'shappening...

Ilookasweheadtowardsthecar

True:"Ifoundyoufastasleep..

Heputsmedownasheopensthedoorforme,Iget

inandhemakeshiswayinashedrivesoff

IputtheGPSinforhimformyplacesincehe's

neverbeentomyhome.

True:"yousoquiet,iseverythingokay?"

Me:"I'mokay....

True:"didIgetanyimportantcalls?"

Me:"yeahbutmostofthemaskedmetotellyouto

callthembackwhenyoufree"

Henods

Me:"yourfiancealsocalled...

Helooksatme

True:"youdidn'thavetopickthatup...

Me:"howwasIsupposedtoknow"



True:"Ihopeyoudidn'texplainanythingtoher....

Me:"Ididn't...

True:"whatdidshewant?...

Me:"Idon'tknowshejustfreakedoutwhenshe

foundoutitwasNaomiansweringyourcalls,

startedshoutingandme....

True:"shoutingatyou?Whatwasshesaying?..

Me:"justwhyamIwithyouandImustn'tbetrying

togetyoubackbecauseyouarehersnow"

Hechucklesshakinghishead

True:"I'msorryaboutthat"

Me:"it'sokay,shewasrighttoreactlikethat...I

shouldstayawayfromyou...

True:"howwillyoudothatwhenweareback

together?...

Me:"webacktogether?"

True:"arewenot?"

Asmilecreepsonmyface



Me:"Ithinkweare...

True:"thenweare...

Me:"wecan'tbe,notwhileyoustillengaged"

True:"I'llsortthatout...

Ilookathim,thenbackattheroad

InoticehewasnotfollowingtheGPS

Me:"thisisnotthewayhome...

True:"itisn't?...

Me:"whereareyoutakingme?...

True:"Icouldswearthat'swhatthegpssaid...

Heparksoutsidesomehotel

Me:True...

Heremainssilentasthegateopensforhimafterhe

saidhisname

Heparksrightoutsidethedoorofthehugebuilding

ashegetsoutandhandshiscarkeystooneofthe

ValetsashegoesaroundtoOpenthedoorformy

perplexedself



Me:"whatarewedoinghere?"

True:"Ijusthaveashortmeetingwithsomeone

aboutbusinessrealquickthenI'lltakeyouhome"

Me:"ohokay...

Weheadinsidethebuilding,heasksforhisroom

keysandtheygivehimwithoutaskingformany

thingsandweheadup

Me:"youalreadybookedaroom?...

True:"no,it'smineforanytimeIcomehere,Ihave

sharesinownership"

Me:"ohwow,that'scool,Ididn'tknow...

True:"becauseInevertoldyou,Ikeepmyother

businessesprivate"

Me:"interesting...

WegettothebigdeluxeroomandofcourseIwas

takenbackbyeverythinglookingaround

AsIwaslookingattheviewhepullsmeintohis

armsfrombehind,Iturntolookathim

Me:"thereisnomeetingisthere?...



True:"thereisactually...it'srighthere,inthisroom...

Iwrapmyarmsaroundhisneck

True:"it'llbetakingplaceonthatbigbedrightover

there...

Me(smiling):"isit?...

True:"yes...

Heleanscloserasweshareakiss

Me:"wecan'thavethismeetingTrue,younota

cheater...

True:"it'snotcheatingifyoumygirlfriend"

Me:"butshedoesn'tknowthat....

True:"shedoesn'tknowthatshe'snotmyfiance

either,soitdoesn'tmatter...

Hepicksmeandwalkstowardsthebedthrowing

meinthemiddlemakingmegiggleashegets

betweenmylegs

Me:"promisemeyou'llneverleaveme,nomatterthe

circumstances...



True:"IpromiseI'llneverleaveyounomatterwhat...

Me:"Ialsopromisetoneverleaveyounomatter

what...

HetakesoffhisshirtasIalsotakemineoff,beforeI

knewitwewerenakedashewasthrustinginslow

motionashisdickfilledmeup,wecouldn'tkeepour

lipsoffeachother

Mymoansfilledtheroomashepickedupthepace

lookingintomyeyes

True:"Iloveyou...

Me(breathlessly):"I...loveyooou....

.

.

.

*******

"Startingover"

*******

Tobecontinued



.

.

.

Happynewyearlovebugs,hopeeveryonemadeit

insafely,wishyouallthebestwithYourNewYears

resolutionstoberesoluted

[06/08,03:00] :STRINGSATTACHED

INSERT34
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•

NAOMI

•

•

•



•

•

Iwaswokenupbysoftkissesallovermyface,after

awhileofcontemplatingIfinallyopenmyheavy

eyes,Iwasdeadtired,wehardlysleptthroughout

thenight,wehadalotofcatchinguptodo,healso

couldn'tgetenoughofthecakebetweenmylegs.

True:"goodmorningbeautiful"

Me:"goodmorninghandsome"

Weshareakiss,Ifrowndisgustedly

Me:"youkissedmymorningbreath"

True(disgusted):"eewwIwaswonderingwhat'sthat

sourtaste...

Iburstintolaughterhittinghischest

Me:"hey!It'snotthatbad...

Helaughskissingmeagain

True:"youluckyIlovesourthings...

Me(giggling):"shutup....



Hepullsmeintohisarms

True:"Idon'twanttogotowork...

Me:"Idon'twantyoutogoeither....

True:"Ihavetothough...

Igroanirritatedly

True:"I'llcallandmakeaplantonotgotoday,I'll

watchtheauditionsvirtually"

Me(smilesexcitedly):"you'ddothat,justtospend

thedaywithme?"

True:"I'ddoanythingtospendmylifewithyou"

HegetsbetweenmylegsasIcuphisface

Me:"wait..canweeatfirst,I'mstarving"

Weneverhadanythingtoeatsincewegothereand

nowit'slateinthemorning

True(peckingmylips):"Okay....letmegetussome

breakfast...

Wekissforalongwhile,IgaspasIfeelhimsliding

inme



Me:"Truuuuue....

True:"I'msorrymylove....

Hestartspoundingmefaster,Igrabontothesheets

ashisballsslaploudlyagainstmypussylips

Me:"fuuck....

Ifeelmycreamsgushingdownhisdickasitgets

moreslippery,hepausesdeepinsideofmeashe

cums

Webothgroanhelplessly,hekissesmegettingoff

meandoutthebed,hewalkstowardsthebathroom

asIgetup,Icouldfeelmypussybeatinglikea

heartbeatasitwasswollen

Itakehisshirtfromthefloorputtingiton

Itwasn'tsobigonme,IthinkI'vegainedabitof

weightbecausesomeofmyjeansarereallytighton

measwell,I'mhappybecauseIdidn'tlikebeing

slim,itmademeveryinsecureandInevergainno

matterhowmtIeat.

Ipickupourclothesfromthefloor.

Icouldn'twipethesmileoffmyfaceforsome



reason,it'sbeenawhilesinceI'vefeltthiskindof

happiness

Itakethesmallsquarepillowandputitundermy

shirtmakingitlooklikeIwaspregnant.

Me:"Love!...

True:"Yeslove...

Hewalksinbackfromthebathroom

Me:"look,youforgottopullout...

Helaughslookingatme

True:"thatwasquick,willthemorningpillstill

work?...

Me(laughing):"Ithinkit'salittletoolateforthat....

Hecomescloserholdingmyfakebump

True:"inthatcaseIprayit'saboy,he'llbedaddy's

littlechamp...

Ismilelookingathimtalktothepillowhekissesit

Me:"uhhIthinkmywaterbroke...

Ifaketryingtocatchmybreathashehelpsme



down

True:"okayIneedyoutobreathbaby...

IfakepushasIhitthepillowoffmytummyashe

catchesitinhisarm,welaugh

Me:"phew!Weneverdoingthatagain...actuallywe

shouldgetthepillsimmediately"

Helaughscarryinghispillowbaby

True:"don'tlistentomommy,weveryhappyyou

here,youwereplanned....

Ilaugh

Me:"planned!?....

IholdmytummyasIfeelasharppaininmy

abdomen

Me:"aaahhhouch...

True:"arewehavingtwins?...

Ishakemyheadindistress

Me:"No...mytummyreallyhurts...

Hissmiledisappearsashethrowsthepillowfar



acrosstheroomgettingclosertome,Ilaugh

throughthepain

Me:"hey!That'sourbabyyouthrewlikethat...

True:"he'llsurvive.....

Herubswheremyhandswererested

True:"isithere...

Inod

Me:"yeah...

Herubsitgently

True:"isittoobad?"

Inod

Me:"it'sbeenbuggingmeforthepastfewweeks,I

thinkit'sjuststress,alothasbeengoingonthese

pastfewmonths"

True:"doesitgiveyoudiarrhea?"

Me:"itdoes...

True:"Idon'thaveanymedicationwithme,we'lltake

youtothedoctorlater"



Me:"noneedforthat..itdisappearsafteralittle

while"

True:"okay,butwe'llstillpassbythedoctor"

Heplacessoftkissesonmybelly,Ismilebrushing

hishead,Iwasstartingtoregreteverlettinghimgo,

whywasitsohardformetochoosethis,itfelt

goodbeingtheonereceivingmosttheaffectionand

returningitratherthangivingmyalltoonlygetback

notevenhalfthepercentage,Zekewastooscared

tolovemethatIneverevenfelthisaffectionforme

fortheshortwhileweweretogether,Ifeltlikehe

wasinaforcedrelationship,butobviouslyatthat

timeInevernoticedthatbecauseIwasjustexcited

thathefinallyfelthowI'vebeenfeelingforyears.

ButeveryshortperiodIspendwithTrue,hegives

mehisall,thatIdon'tevenfeellikeIdeservehim.

Afterrubbingandkissingmybellyhecomesupto

me,thepainwasnowgone,itdoesn'tusuallylast

long

True:"howyoufeelingnowkiddo?"

Me(actingsurprised):"it'sgone!You'vehealedme!



Igetonmykneesbowingtohim

Me:"MyLord...

True:youcrazy?Don'tcallmethat...

Ikeepbowing,Iwasabouttokisshisfeetwhenhe

picksmeuptryingtofightmebutIfightbackand

weenduponthefloor,wewerebothweakenedby

laughterashecouldbarelyholdmeandIcouldn't

evencrawlaway,hefinallygetstomegettingon

topofme,Ispinusovertobeontopbutwe

continuedspinningtillwewerebythebathroom

doorIgetupgettingintheshowerandclosing

myselfinsidequickly

Me:"nanananayoucan'tgetme!!..

True(laughing):"openthisdooryounglady!...

Me:"youtooslowgrandpa!...

Heopensthedooroverpoweringmystrengththat

waskeepingitclosed

True:"yousaidsomethingaboutagrandpa?...

Iwalkbackshakingmyhead



Me:"Grandpa?Isaidnosuch...

Hegetscloser

True:"IthoughtIheardsaygrandpaistooslow?...

Heclosesthegapbetweenusashewasstillbutt

nakedwhileIhadonlyhisshirton

Me:"Imeantdaddyissofast...

True:"daddy?...hmIlikethat..

Me:"youdo?...

True:"yes,sayitagain...

Me:"daddy...

Herestshisforeheadonmine

True:"again...

Me:"daddy....

Nextthinghewaspoundingmeagainstthewall

withmylegsaroundhiswaist

Me(moaning):"oohhhyessdaddy....

Hereleasesinmeandwetakeashower



.

.

.

ZEKE

.

.

.

Me:"I'mheretoseeSamantha...

Nurse:"youcangoin....

Iheadtohercellward

Ilookatherthroughthebars,shewastiedupon

herhandsonly

TheyopenthecellformeasImakemywayin

Isitonthebedacrosshers.

Me:"hey...

Shesitsuplookingatme

Sam(smiles):"Dave?Youcametoseeme...



Me:"I'mnotDave,I'mZeke,yourson,theonewho

washereyesterdayandthedaybeforethat...

Sam:"ohZekemyson...

Me(smiling):"yeah,youremembermenow?...

Sam:"Idon'thaveason,mysonsranawaywhen

theywereveryyoung...

Me:"youonlyhadoneson,me,andIdidrunaway,

butI'mbacknow..

Sam:"Zeke?It'sreallyyou?...

Me:"yesmomit'sme....

Sam:"where'syourolderbrother?...

Me:"Ihaveanolderbrother?...

Sam:"yes,heranawaybeforeIgotpregnantwith

you....didyoucomewithhim?Iwanttoseehim

too..."

Me:"No,Idon'tknowwhoheis...whatwashis

name?...

Shelooksdownthoughtfullytryingtoremember,

shelooksbackatme



Sam:"Idon'tremember...(breaksdownintears)...I

don'trememberhisname"

Isitnexttoherandpullhertomyembrace

Me:"it'sokaymom...doyouhaveapicture?...

Shelooksatmesmiling

Sam:"apicture...Ihaveapicture...

Shelooksaroundandfrowns

Sam:"theytookit...theytookmypictures...

Me:"I'llaskwhenIleave,I'msuretheyputit

somewheresafe"

Shesmileslookingatme,shebringshercuffed

handstomyfaceandcupsme

Sam:"ohDave...I'msorryIhurtyou...

Me:"youkeepcallingmeDave...wasthatyourfirst

son'sname?"

Sam:"Dave...

Shemovesfrommesleepingonthebedandstarts

crying



Isighlookingather,myheartsinksseeingherlike

this.Ihatehowsheallowedaddictiontoturnher

intothis,Ihaven'tseenherinyearsandshedoesn't

evenknowwhoIam,Godknowswhothehellthis

DaveisorwhyhethinksI'mhim.MaybeIresemble

him..

Ilookather

Me:"heywasDaveyourboyfriend?...

Shesmileslookingatme

Sam:"hewasmyhusband...

Me:"ishemydad?...

Sam(frowns):"whoareyou?...

IsighasIfeelmyeyessting,Iburymyfaceinmy

hands.

Iwipemytearsgettingup

Me:"I'llcomebyagaintomorrowmom...

Shejustliesthereshakingandlookingoutinspace

Ishakemyheadwalkingout



Idrivebacktowork,IfoundajobatSpur,I'vebeen

keepingmydistancefromNaomi,herfatherisa

verydangerousman,IhaveanothersidejobIdofor

him,he'snottheperfectfatherNaomithinksheis,

hehasmanysecretsthatcoulddestroyhis

relationshipwithNaomi,IknewhimfirstbeforeI

knewNaomi,Whensheintroducedmetoherfather,

NaomiandIwerenotclearlyfriendsyet,wewereat

apointbetweenflirtingandfiguringoutourfeelings

foreachother,afterImetherfather,wepretended

tonotknoweachotherforher,buthelater

threatenedmenottodoanythingmorethanjust

friendshipwithhisdaughter,myflatwasbeingpaid

byhim,hebasicallytreatedmeashisownson

becauseIwasgoodatthejobandwasloyaltohim,

hemademesweartonotmakeanymovesonhis

daughterandIpromised,I'veburiedmyfeelingsfor

Naomieversinceandmadeitverycleartoherthat

wewerejustfriends,Ishowedallthelosersignsfor

hertoseeIwasn'tgoodforher,theplayer,the

immaturecoward,scaredoflove,evenwentasfar

asusingtheyoutheonlyfamilyIhavecard,itwas

true,shehadbecomemyfamilybutitwasn'tthe



reasonIneverwantedhertobewithme,ifthere's

anythingIeverwantedmorethananythingisto

makemyownfamilywithher.

WhenIrealizedIwaslosinghertoTrue,Itookthe

risktoloseitall,Ithoughtherfatherwould

understandandjustletmegofromthesidehustle,I

thoughtifhecouldseehowmuchIreallylovedhis

daughterthatI'drisklosinghissupportand

everythingelsehe'severdoneforme,he'dgiveme

achance,butwhenhekickedmeoutofhishouse,I

waswillingtorunawaywithNaomiwhenshe

convincedme,butthenhetoldmehe'dsendpeople

todoworsethanjuststealallmybelongings,next

timehe'llmakesureIdon'twakeuptoseeit,he

alreadyknewIhadbeensleepingwithNaomi

beforewetoldhim.

WhenIleftIthoughtI'dstopworkingforhbuthe

sentpeopletotakecareofme,theyleftmeina

cristalconditionalmostlifeless,itwasamessage

formetogetbackinbusinessandsoIdid,there's

noescapinghim,hehaseyesandearseverywhere.

It'sbestifIjuststayawayfromNaomiforgood,I



wishsheknewhowbadlyIwantedtoshowherthe

loveIhaveforher,howmuchIhateallthetimesI

hadtobeajerktohertopushheraway,howpainful

itwasrejectinghermultipletimeseverytimeshe

toldmehowshefeelsaboutme,usingSbahleto

pushheroff,Ihadeverythingundercontrolkeeping

herloveawayfrommewhilemaintainingour

friendship,untilTruecameintothepicture,untilI

sawanothermantakingmyloveaway,Icouldn't

standwatchingherdriftawayfromme,finally

givinguponme,eventhoughthat'swhatI'vebeen

causing,butseeingherfallinginlovewithsomeone

elsehurtlikeabitch.

WhenIfinallygother,herheartwaswithsomeone

else,shetriedtofindtheloveshehadformebutit

justwasn'tthesameanymoreyetminewaslitup

likeagasfire,Ifeltherfallingoutoflovewithmein

ashortperiodoftime,ifIneverleftitprobably

would'vebeenworse,IwishIcouldgetaheart

transplantgetanewheart,maybemyloveforher

woulddisappearaswell.

.



.

.

TRUE

.

.

.

Weweredrivingtotheclinictoseethedoctorto

checkonNaomi'stummybug,Inevertakeanykind

ofpainlightly,notafterIlostmyadoptivemotherto

whatshethoughtwasjustameaninglessheadache

thatturnedintoatumorafteryearsofignoringit,

herlightheadachefinallykilledher,itwasaftera

yearthattheyadoptedme,Iwasjustgettingused

tohavingalovingmotherwhenthetumortookher

away,itwasheartbreaking,whileIwasstilltryingto

healfromthatDadgotill,almostlosthislife,Iwas

devastated,theonlyfamilythatevershowedreal

interestinmeandtreatedmeastheirownafter

beingrejectedsomanytimes,Ifinallyhadafamily

andIwaslosingitsofast,butIthankGoddad

survived.



IgaspasIfeelherhandonmycrotchasIwas

driving,

Naomi:"where'sdaddy'smindat?"

Me:"I'mjustworriedaboutthattummybugofyours,

Ihopeit'snothingserious"

Naomi:"Itoldyou,it'snotabigdeal,Idon'teven

knowwhyyouwastingyourpetroldrivingmetothe

doctor"

Me:"I'mnotwastingpetrol,I'mjustlookingoutfor

you,Idon'twanttoloseyou,eventoatummybug"

Shesmileslockingherhandinmine

Naomi:"Iappreciateyou...

Ilookatherandbacktotheroad,noonehasever

toldmetheyappreciatedmeatleastnotdirectly,it

feltnicehearingit.

Weparkoutsidetheclinicandwalkinholding

hands,Ididn'tcareaboutthemediaanymore,I

knowLelethuandmyfamilyhasprobablyalready

seenNaomiandIonpicturesonsocialmedia,I've

alsobeenavoidingtheircallsasthey'vebeen



callingalldaysinceyesterday.

Wetalkedtothereceptionistandshewrotedown

ournamesbeforewewenttositdownandwaitour

turn,itwasn'tfullastherewereonlythreepeople

beforeus.

Shewaslookingatherphonewithalittlefrownon

herforehead

Isqueezeherhand

Me:"everythingalright?"

Naomi:"yeah,justhaveabunchofmissedcallsand

messagesfromdad,hesayshe'sworriedabout

me"

Me:"shit...youforgottolethimknowyouweren't

cominghomelastnight?"

Naomi:"whydoeshedeservetoknow,hedoesn't

careaboutmeanyway...(sighs)...Ijustcan'twaitto

moveoutofthathouse,getmyowncarandjustbe

farawayfromhimaspossible"

Me:"Ithoughtyouhadagoodrelationshipwithyour

dad?"



Naomi:"wedid,untilhestartedactinglikeajerk

treatingmelikealittlekidwhocan'tmakeherown

decisions"

Isigh

Me:"Iknowdadscanbe,butthat'snoreasonto

distanceyourselffromthem,theyonlyhaveour

bestinterestatheart"

Naomi(sighs):"Iknow,I'mjustreallymadathim

rightnow....

Me:"isitbecauseofZeke?....

Shelooksatme

Naomi:"yes,butnotbecauseIstillwanthimback,

justthewayhehandledthings,tryingtocontrolmy

lifeonwhoIloveanddon'tlove,that'snonofhis

business...whatifhedoesn'tlikeyou?What,he'll

threatenyouandyou'llalsorunaway,howamI

evergoingtobehappyifhe'salwaysover

protectiveofme?"

Me:"Iunderstand,butI'dneverrunawayfromyou,

nomatterwhosayswhat,they'dhavetokillme



first"

Naomi:"youmeanthat?"

Me:"Iknowitsoundsexaggerated,butit'strue,I

reallydoloveyouthatmuch,IneverthoughtI'dever

fallthishard,butIdid,andI'mnotgoingtolet

anythingoranyonemessitupforus"

Naomi:"Iloveyoutoolove"

Ikissherhand,thedoctorcallsusin

Me:"I'llwaitouthere"

Shepullsmyhand

Naomi:"No,Iwantyoutogoinwithme"

Me(smiles):"okay...

Wewalkinandsitinfrontofthedoctorasshe

servicesus,checkingNaomi'stummy

Doctor:"Iwouldliketorunsometests,ifthat'sokay

withyou?"

Naomi(frown):"istheresomethingwrong?Ithought

itwasjustaharmlesstummyache?"



Doctor:"IthinkIfeltsomethingonyourlower

abdomen,likeasmallball"

Me:"whatdoyouthinkitcouldbe?"

Doctor:"Idon'twanttoassumeanythingrightnow

andscareyou,I'lljustdosometestsandwillletyou

know"

Webothnodasshegetsup

Shelooksatme

Naomi:"okay,I'mabitscarednow"

Me:"it'sokay,yougoingtobefine,I'msureit's

nothingserious"

Naomi:"Ihopeso...

Thefearinhereyesmakesmyheartsting

asflashbacksfromthemomentweallfoundout

ourmotherwasgoingtodieinafewdays,the

helplessnessandheavyhearts

Ipullherintomyarm

Me:"don'tbescared,I'mrighthereforyou...



Sheholdsontometightly

Thedoctorcomesbackwithherequipmentand

takesherbloodandurine

Doctor:"I'mgoingtodrawabitoftissuefromyour

tummyontheareathat'spainful,andrunafewtests

onit....

Shepushesaneedlethroughhertummyasshe

squeezesmyarmwithhernailsdiggingin

Doctor:"I'llberightback....

Shewalksout,westayinthatroom,anhourpassed,

halfanhourpassed

Naomi:"I'mstartingtogetworried,whatcouldbe

takingdolong...

Me:"bloodtestsusuallytaketimelove,let'sbe

patient"

Shesighsworriedly,afteranotherhalfanhourthe

Doctorfinallywalksbackin,webotherstandonour

feetaswewatchhercometakeherseat

Naomi:"iseverythingokay?...



Doctor:"please,takeaseat....

Webothersitdownasshelooksatuswithpity,I

knowthatlookverywell,IfeltmyheartsinksasI

poundedfasteragainstmychest

Doctor:"areyoutwomarried?"

Naomi:"No..

Me:"notyet...

Doctor:"canIspeaktothepatientaloneplease...

Ilookatherasshenods,Islowlygetupandwalk

outtheroom,Isitbythebenchwaitingforher.

Itriednottothinkabouttheworstoutcomes,but

mymindwasn'thavingitasitshowedmetheworst

pictures,Iheldmyheadtryingtocontrolmy

thoughts

"Hey"

Ilookupatherandstandtomyfeetimmediately

Me:"pleasetellmeeverythingisokay...

Shesighslookingdown,Ipullherchinuptolookat

me



Me(disheartened):"please....

Naomi:"I'mpregnant....

Myblooddrops

.

.

.
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Me:"pr..pregnant?"

Naomi:"yeah....

Myheartwasbeatingatmythroat

Me:"howfaralong?...

Naomi:"twoandahalfmonths...

Iholdmyhead

Me:"soyoupregnantwithZeke'sbaby?...

Naomi:"......

Me:"youneverusedprotectionwithZeke?"

Shelooksatmewithconfusioninhereyes

Naomi:"Iwasonthepill,Idon'tunderstandhowI



gotpregnant...

Me:"birthcontrol!?Birthcontroldoesn'tfucken

protectyoufromdeceasesNaomi!Youcan'thaveit

rawwitheverymanjustbecauseyouonbirth

control!!...Ithoughtyouknewhowmuchofaplayer

hewas"

Shelooksaroundinembarrassment

Naomi:"Whosaidanythingabout....pregnancyis

notadecease...okay,please,keepitdown...notin

here"

Me:"shit!...

Iwalkoutandheadtothecar,shegetsinthe

passengerseat,Itakeafewdeepbreathstocalm

myselfdown

Naomi:"youdidn'thavetoraiseyourvoiceatmelike

that...Idon'thaveanydeceases,ImadesureIwas

safewithZeke,wetested,everytwomonths....

Me:"youpregnantforZeke,nowhe'llalwaysbein

ourlives...

Myheartshattersbreakingintoabillionpainful



pieces,Iclosemyeyestryingtoblockoutthepain

Me:"I'msorry....

Itakeadeepbreath

Me:"I'msorryforraisingmyvoiceatyou,for

embarrassingyoulikethat,Iletmyangertake

control,somethingIneverdo,I'msosorry...

Iopenmyeyeslookingather

Naomi:"Iforgiveyou,pleaselet'snotdothatever

again"

Me:"neveragain...

Therewassilenceasshesatback

Me:"bytheway,thiswon'tchangeanythingbetween

us,I'lltakecareofthatbabyasifheweremyown,if

youallowme"

Shesmileslookingatme

Naomi:"thisisyourbabyyouidiot,youtheonlyman

Ihadsexwithtwomonthsago,youforgotabout

camp?IthinkIskippedapillforadayortwo,I

might'venottakenthemwithmetocampatall....



Shebiteshertonguelookingatmefearfully

Naomi:"I'msosorry,Ididn'ttellyoubecauseweran

outofmorningpills,andIdidn'twantour

spontaneousfuntoend,Icalculated,Iwasn't

ovulatingbecauseIhadjustfinishedmyperiod

beforegoingtocamp,Ididn'tthinkI'dgetpregnant,

Iknowit'sstupid,IpromiseIneversleptwith

anyoneelse,ZekewasdatingSbahleatthattime

andwehadlongbrokeoffthenostringsattached

thing,youthe....

IattackherwithakissshuttingherupasIfeltan

overwhelmingjoyinmyheart

Me(cuppingherface):"yousureaboutthis?Thisis

mybaby?...

Naomi:"I'mhundredpercentsure,IaskedZekefor

ustowaitonthesex,todatefirstforatleasta

month,ourrelationshipdidn'tmakeittoamonth,he

left,thisisyourbabyTrue"

Me:"Ibelieveyou"

Ipeckherlips



Me:"Iloveyou"

Naomi:"Iloveyou"

Weshareakissbutshebreaksitsittingbackin

distress

Me:"what'swrong?...

Naomi:"there'ssomethingelsethedoctorsaid....

Myheartskipsabeatinfear

Me:"whatdidshesay?"

Naomi:"shesaidshe'llcallmeaftertwoorthree

daysfortheotherresultsfromthebloodtests"

Me:"it'sprobablyaboutHIVorotherdeceases,but

yousafebecauseyou'vebeencareful,Ialsotest

andI'vebeenusingcondoms,youtheonlywoman

I'vehaditrawwith"

Naomi:"yeahIdon'tknowwhyI'mworried...

Me:"yeah,don'tworry,everythingwillbefinelove"

Ipullherintomyarms

Naomi:"you'vealreadysleptwithLethu?"



Shelooksupatme

Me:"love?...

Naomi:"it'sjustaquestion...

Me:"thatdoesn'treallymatter,doesit?"

Naomi:"itdoesn't...Iwasjustaskingoutofcuriosity"

Me:"wesharedaroom,yesithappened"

Shemovesfrommyarms

Me:"yousaiditdoesn'tmatter,wewerenot

together"

Naomi:"Iknow,it'sjust,Icouldn'tevengetitwet,

becauseallIthoughtaboutwasyou,I....youright,it

doesn'tmatter,weweren'ttogether"

Shegetsbackintomyarms

Naomi:"Ishouldn'thaveasked,Idon'tknowwhatI

expected,ofcauseit'dhurttoknow,I'manidiot"

Me:"younot,Iguesseventhoughweweren't

together,italsogavemereliefthatyouneverhad

sexwithZekeafterweseparated,Iguessit

would'vebeennicetoalsogetthatrelieffromme,



I'msorryIdisappointedyou"

Naomi:"youdidn't,whatmattersisnow,andwhat's

happeningrightnow,wepregnant,wegoingtobe

parents...

Asmilecreepsonmyface

Me:"I'mjusthappythatyouthewomantocarrymy

firstborn,Icouldn'thaveaskedforabettermother"

Shesmileslookingupatmeasweshareakiss

Naomi:"Ididn'tthinkI'dbeamotherthissoon"

Me:"IknowyouwereprobablynotreadyforitbutI...

Naomi:"shhh,hey,I'mready...I'mreadyforitall,as

longasIgotyoubymysidethroughit,I'mready"

IsmileasIfeelmyeyesstingwithtearsthreatening

Me:"nowIjustwanttotakeyouhomewithmeand

startourlifetogetheralready"

Naomi:"wehavetoclearourlooseendsfirst,Ihave

togotalktoDadandtrytomakethingscool

betweenusagain...

Me:"andIhavetogoendthatarrangedrelationship



andletthemknowaboutmynewplans"

Weshareakiss

Naomi:"can'twequicklygotothebackseat,justfor

aquickonebeforeyoutakemehome...

Ilookattheback

Me:"thatdoessoundverytempting,butbabe,Ithink

you'vedrainedallthespermIhadinme"

Shelaughsholdingmychest

Naomi:"that'sbetter,aslongasIcumwegood"

Me(gasps):"unfair...

Wekissonceagainassherubbedmyharddick,

sheknowshowweakthattouchshedoesmakes

me

Me:"fuckNaomi,thisishowyougotyourself

knockedup...getyourasstotheback"

Shegigglesgettingupandjumpingovertotheback,

IfollowasIgetbetweenherlegs,Itakeoffher

pantyasIunbottonmypantsandpulldownthe

zipperwithoutremovingmybelt,Itakeoutmydick



asitpeaksthroughmypantsrubbingitonher

clitoris,Ipushmyselfinashertinypussyflapshug

mydick,fuckthesetinyflapsofhersreallyknew

howtogriponadick,thisiswhyIcouldneverpull

out,theheatandwetnessmadethingsworsefor

me,itwashardgoingmorethantwominutesbut

mystaminanevergaveuponme,onlyacoupleof

timesit'sembarrassedmebutIdon'tthinkshe

mindedbecauseI'dalwaysmakeupforit,howis

shealwayssowet,Ididn'tknowpussiescanget

wetEverytimewhenit'ssextime,I'veneverneeded

lubricantswithNaomi,maybethat'swhatdrivesme

crazyabouther,Ijustcan'tgetenoughofher.

Me:"didItellyouhowmuchIloveyou?...

Naomi:"Iforgot,pleaseremindme...

IfuckherharderasIfeltmyselfabouttoburst

Fuuuck!Fuck!Notnow,wait,please...

Me:"FuckNaomi....(groans)....ohhshit,Iloveyour

pussy...

Shelocksherlegsaroundmelockingmeinsideof

her,IlosemysenseslettinggoasIoffloadinsideof



her

Naomi(whispersbreathlessly):"Iloveyourdick....

WebreathheavilyasIrestontooofher,Ipullmy

headupabitandkissherlips.

IputmydickbackinsidezippingmypantsasI

headbacktothefrontseat,shealsomakesherway

tothefrontseatasshefixesherhairinfrontofthe

mirror

Naomi:"great,youmessedupmyhair"

Me:"youaskedforit"

Istartthecar,Ilookoutthewindowanditseems

likenobodysawus,wewereparkedawayfromthe

public.

.

.

.
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Me:"Ican'tbelievehewentbacktothesamegirl

thatchoseanothermanoverhim"

Amanda:"youcan'tletthathappen,youhaveto

comeupwithaplan"

Me:"likewhat?YouknowonceTrue'smindismade

upit'smadeup"

Amanda:"Iknow,whichiswhyweneedastrong

plan"

Me:"Ican'tthinkofanything,butweweregettingso

closeagain,hewastreatingmelikehisqueen,I

thinkhewasfallingforme,hewouldn'tbreakup

withmethateasily"

Amanda:"that'sTrue,everywomanhe'swithhe

treatslikeaqueen,ifyouhis,he'llmakeyoufeel

special,he'skindandlovinghetreatsmelikea

queenandI'mhissisterbuthebuysmerosesand

chocolatesbecauseheknowsIlovethem,hejust

knowshowtotreatawoman,itdoesn'tmeanhe's



headoverheelsforyou...butifheis,he'dliterally

stoptheworldforyou,nooneelse'svoicewillbe

louderthanyoursinhisheart,he'llmakeyouhis

numberonepriority,trustme,I'veseenit,anditwas

heartbreakingwhatthatwomandidtohim,some

womendon'tdeservemybrother,speciallytheones

hetrulyfallsfor,theytreathimsobadly,there's

alwaysanotherman,it'ssohardtofindmenlikemy

brother,evenIenvythatkindoflovefromaman...

youtheonlywomanItrustwithhisheart,Ireally

likedNaomiatfirstIthoughtshewascool,untilshe

brokemybrother'sheart,Ican'ttrustheranymore"

Me:"Isee....sowhatdoIdo?"

Amanda:"trygethiminbedandhaveunprotected

sexwithhim,youneedtogetpregnant,hewon't

leaveyouifyoucarryinghischild,morethan

anything,hewantsafamily"

Ismile

Me:"youareintosomething...buthe'salwaysso

carefulabouttheuseofcondoms,allthedamntime

nomatterhowmuchItrytobespontaneousanddo



itontheshower,he'dliterallystoptheheated

momentandgotakeacondom"

Amanda:"thenyou'llhavetodrughimwithsleeping

pills...

Me:"havesexwithhimwithouthisconsent?That's

rape...

Amanda:"doyouwanttosaveyourrelationshipor

not?"

Me:"Ido,youright,I'llhavetodoanythingtogethim

backtome"

.

.

.

NAOMI

.

.
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Heparksoutsidethegate



Ilookathim,Ireallydidn'twanttoseparatefrom

him,Iwantedustogobacktothehotelandspend

therestoftheweekthereorevenmonth

Me(sulks):"don'tleavememylove"

True:"Ireallydon'tfeellikeleavingyouhere...

MyheartsinksasIfeelapainfulsting

Me:"pleasetrytohurryupwitheverythingandcome

backtome"

True:"Iwill,thisweekwillnotend"

Ileanincloserasweshareakiss

Me:"I'llbewaitingforyou"

WebreakthekissandImakemywayoutthecar

Welookateachotherthroughthewindow

True:"takegoodcareofyouandmybaby"

Me:"Iwilldaddy"

Hesmilesblushing

True:"Iloveyou"

Me:"Iloveyou"



HedrivesoffasIturnopeningthegateandheadto

thehouse

Iwaswalkingabitfunnybecauseofmysore

vaginaandlegsalmostcouldn'tfeelthem

IcurseundermybreathwhenInoticeDad'scaris

here,Iwashopinghe'dbeoutorsomething,butnot

homeuntillate.

Imakemywayinsidethehouse,andtherehewas

inthestudyloungeonhislaptop

Me:"heyDad...

Hekeepshiseyesgluedonhislaptop

Dad:"hi...

IlookdownembarrassedasIwalkuptohim,

hopefullyIdon'tsmelllikesexbecauseIstillhave

True'scuminme

Isitonthecouchacrosshim

Me:"whatyoudoingthere?"

Dad:"work"

Isigh,heisgoingtomakethishardforme



Me:"Daddycanyoupleaselookatme"

Ibitemytongue,okaynowitfeltweirdcallinghim

daddywhenIwascallingTruethatafewminutes

ago

Helooksatme

Dad:"there"

Helooksatmeforasecondandbacktohislaptop

Me:"Daddyplease...

Hesighsandputshislaptopdownthensitsback

onhischairgivingmehisattention

Me:"I'msorryDad,fordisappearingallnightandall

daywithoutinformingyouofmywhereabouts"

Dad:"areyounotmydaughteranymore?"

Ifiddlewithmyfingers

Me:"Iam...

Dad:"areyounotachildinthishouse?"

Me:"Iam...

Dad:"doesbeing22makeyouagrownwomanin



thishouse?"

Ishakemyhead

Dad:"sowhyareyouactinglikeachildwithno

parent?"

Me:"I'msorryDad...

Dad:"Iwasworriedsickaboutyou,youdidn'ttellme

whenyouleft,youdidn'tinformmeyounotcoming

back,oratleasttellmeyouaresafe!Youarestill

mychild!Nomatterhowgrownyouthinkyouare,I

stillknowwhat'sbestforyou,youcan'tbethrowing

tantrums,justbecauseIdon'tapproveoftheboy

youlike,ifhewasmanenoughorgoodenoughfor

you,hewould'vefoughtforyou,he'dstillbehere,do

youknowhowmanytimesyourmother'sfather

rejectedme?ButIstillmarriedherdespiteit,he

eventuallygrewtoacceptme,nomatterhowmuch

Idon'tlikeaboyforyou,ifhetrulylovesyou,he'll

fightforyouanddoanythingtobewithyou,Iwould

eventuallycomearound,butnotZeke,afewthreats

andhewasgone,isthatthekindofmanyouwant

foryourself?Acoward?....



Ilookdownasmyheartsinksatthethoughtof

Zeke,hesighscalminghimselfdown

Dad:"ButIguessIwaswrongtoreactthewayI

did....

Ilookupathim,isheadmittingtobeingwrong?

That'snew

Dad:"Iknowlovealonehurtslikehell,rejectionfrom

thefathermakesthingsworse,breakingyourheart

wasnotmyintention,Iwasjustdoingwhatany

fatherwoulddo,Iwasprotectingyourheart,but

sometimesevendadsmakemistakes,I'msorry

honeymustard"

Ismileasmyheartmeltslookingathim

Me:"Iunderstandthatnow,I'msorryforactinglikea

spoiltbrat,andfordisrespectingyouinyourhouse

thewayI'vebeendoing"

Dad(smiles):"cometodaddy"

Iwalkovertohimsittingonhislapaswesharea

longhug,it'sbeenawhilesinceI'vebeeninthese

arms,Ididn'trealizehowmuchIneededthem,



Dad'shugsalwayshaveawayofcalmingmedown,

makingmefeelsafe,likenothingwouldeverhurt

me.

Me:"IloveyouDad"

Dad:"Iloveyoumorehoney"

Hekissesmycheek,Iwipeitoff,hegaspsashis

eyeswidenbeforeticklingmeandkissingmeall

overmyface,Ilaughoutloudwipingoffhiskisses

Me(giggling):"eewwwdadstop!!...

Dad:"Iwon'tstoptillyoustopwipingoffmykisses"

HekissesmyforeheadandIleaveit,hestops

ticklingme

Dad:"goodgirl"

Imoveawayfromhimtotheothersideandwipeit

off,helaughs

Dad:"I'llgetyou"

Me:"Dad,I'mnotfiveanymore,youhavetostop

kissingmyface"

Dad:"that'swhatyousaidwhenyouwereeight,and



whenyouwerethirteen,you'llsayituntilyouforty

andhavegrandchildren,I'llneverstopkissingyou"

Ismilerollingmyeyes

Dad:"letmepourussomethingtodrink"

Hewalkstothekitchenhumming,hewasinagood

moodagain,it'sbeenawhilesinceI'veseenthat

mood,eversinceIcamebackhomewithZekehe

hasn'tbeenhimself,butnowhewasback,Ididn't

wanttoruinhismoodbytellinghimthis,Idon't

thinkhe'lltakeitverywell

Me:"Dad...Ihavesomethingtotellyou"

Hefrownashewalksbacktotheloungewitha

sodaandabeer,Ican'tbelievedadstilldoesn't

servemeanalcoholicbeverage,I'llneverbean

adulttothisman,it'sclearthatI'llalwaysbeakidto

him.

Dad:"soundsserious,whatisit?"

Myheartbeatsagainstmychest,howdoyoutell

yourfatheryoupregnantandnotforthemanhe

justrejectedbutanotheroneinsuchashortperiod



oftime,he'lldefinitelythinkhisdaughterisahoe

whojumpsfrommantoman,I'llhavetoexplain

fromthebeginningforhimtobemore

understanding

Me:"remembermyrolemodelcelebritycrushfrom

sinceIwasateenager?"

Dad(smiles):"theoneyoucalled,thesouthAfrican

TylerPerry?"

Inodsmiling

Me:"yesthatone"

Dad:"I'vebeenseeingalotofcozypicturesofyou

withhimalloversocialmedia"

Myheartdrops,Dadisthatactiveonsocialmedia!?

Shit!

Dad:"haveyoubeenseeingeachother?"

Me:"okay,soatfirsthewasjusthelpingmetoget

Zeke,wespentalotoftimetogether,thewewere

closefriends,wewerepretendingtobedatingto

makeZekejealous,untilrecentlyonthecampItold

youabout,IrealizedIhadfeelingsforhimandhe



feltthesameforme,everythingwasgoodIwas

willingtoshovemyfeelingsforZekeandexplore

mynewfoundfeelings,butthenZekeconfessedhis

loveforme,whichmadememoreconfused

becauseIstillhadfeelingsforhimandIwasjust

discoveringnewfeelingsforsomeoneelse....(sigh)

Ichosethenewfeelings,butTruedidn'twanttobe

anoptionorsecondbest,sohesaidIshouldbe

withZekefirstandexperiencehowit'slikebeingin

amorethanafriendshiprelationshipwithhim,but

onlyifitdoesn'tworkoutinlessthanayear,thenI

cangobacktohim,he'llbewaitingforme"

Dad:"didhewaitforyou?"

Ilookdown

Me:"hewaswillingto,buthisfatherarrangeda

marriageforhim,hecouldn'tstandseeinghisson

waitingonawomanwhowasn'tsureabouthim,

whenwemetupyesterdayIwasalmosttoolateas

hewasgoingtogetmarriedinafewmonths,Itold

himaboutZekeandI,andthatIwasdonewithhim,

andlikehepromised,hetookmeback,he'sgoingto

dropeverythingaswespeak,sowecanbe



together"

Hesighslisteningtome

Me:"IreallylovehimDad...Iknowthat'swhatIsaid

aboutZekeaswell,butIthinkthisoneistheone,

actually,I'msurehe'stheone"

Dad:"sowhathappenedtoyourfeelingsforZeke?"

Me:"Idon'tknow,butwhatIfeltforZekeisnotas

strongaswhatIfeelforTrue"

Henodsunderstanding

Dad:"Iunderstand,I'vebeeninyourshoesbefore,

butthat'sastoryforanotherday...sowhatareyou

goingtodo?"

Me:"IwantyoutoacceptTrue,Iwanttohavea

futurewithhimbymyside,pleasegivehima

chance"

Hesighssittingbackandsipshisbeer

Dad:"letmefirstmeetthisTrue,althoughhe'sway

olderthanyou,butIthinkyouneedamaturedman

whoknowswhathewantstotakegoodcareofyour

heart"



Ismileindisbelief,mydadactuallylikesTrue

Me:"really?You'dreallyliketomeethim?"

Henods

Dad:"yes,Ican'tstopyoufromlovingwhoyoulove,

I'vehadtimetothinkaboutit,evenifyoucame

backandtoldmeyoutookZekeback,Iwould

apologizetohimandwelcomehim,it'syourheart

andIcan'tcontrolwhoyoufallinlovewith,Ijust

havetobeasupportivefather"

Igouptohimgivinganotherhug

Me:"youthebestdaddyinthewholewideworld"

Isitonthechairnexttohim

Iwillholdoffonthepregnancypart,Ishouldwait

forTruesowecanbothtellhimbecauseIdon't

knowhowhe'sgoingtotakethat,he'sbeentoo

understandingforoneday,Idon'twanttopushit

Wecontinuetalkingaboutotherthings

.

.



.

TRUE

.

.

.

I'vebeentryingtocalldadsinceIgothomebuthe

wasnotpickingup,I'llhavetoflytoPEassoonas

possible,auditionswereendingtomorrowsoIcan

onlygotomorrow.ItwasfrustratingthatDadwasn't

pickingupmycalls.Iwasinmystudywhena

knockcamethrough

Me:"I'mbusyrightnow"

"Iwon'tbelong"

Me(sighs):"comein"

Shemakesherwayin,shewaswearingasexytight

dressshowingoffherbigcurves,shehadahuge

assandboobsathickhourglassfigure,thatdress

wouldmakemydickhardifIdidn'tjusthavehours

andhoursofgreatsex.



Me:"canIhelpyou?"

Lele:"Ijustwantedtoseeyou,youdidn'tcome

homelastnight"

Me:"Iknowthat"

Lele:"wherewereyou?"

Isighlookingather,Ireallygenuinelycareabout

Lelethu,shemeantsomethingtome,butsheismy

past,ourfriendshipiswhatmadeiteasyforusto

getalong,butshe'snotthewomanIseemyfuture

with,Naomihasalreadyinvadedthatvisionofmy

life

Me:"Iwasatwork...

Lele:"lies...

Me:"youdidn'tletmefinish,IwasatworkwhenI

bumpedintoNaomi,wetalked,andwefixedthings

betweenus,webacktogethernow,Iknowit'sshort

noticebutit'soverbetweenus,I'llflyyouback

hometomorrowandapologizetothefamilyfor

wastingyourtime,I'malsosorrytodothistoyou,

butIknowIwarnedyoufromthebeginning,thatif



shecamebacktomebeforewegetmarried,thenI'd

dropeverything,Iwasn'tkidding....

Lele:"I'mpregnant...

Myheadbecomesdizzyforaminutelookingather

Me:"excuseme?"

Lele:"Ijustfoundout"

Me:"thatcan'tbepossible,weusedprotection,I

checkeditwithwaterallthetimebeforeusingit,

andI'venevermissedgivingyouthepill,sohowisit

possible?"

Lele:"Idon'tknow,butI'mtwoweekspregnant,

preventionisnotalways100%ithappens"

Me:"No..noitdoesn'thappen...

Igetuppacing

Me:"Fuck!..thisisnothappening"

Lele:"youcan'tbreakupwithme,thefamilies

wouldn'tallowit"

Ilookather



Me:"youthinkIgiveashitwhatthefamiliesallowor

don'tallow(chuckles)youthinkI'mpanicking

becauseIcan'tleaveyouifyoucarryingmybaby?

Thinkagain,I'mstillbreakingupwithyou,wedone,

I'mjustworriedaboutmyplanswithmywife,if

she'llbeabletoacceptthis,Ifuckedupandthiswill

hurther,she'scarryingmybaby,thiswillstressher

out,Idon'tneedherstressedoutrightnow...Fuck!"

Lele:"Yourwife!?Youreallygoingtochoosethat

littlegirlwhodoesn'tknowwhatshewantsovera

realwoman?"

Mymouthdropinshockofthewordsthatjust

cameoutofhermouth

Me:"wow....

Iwalktowardsher

Me:"Ican'tbelieveyoujustsaidthat,Imadeitclear

toyoufromthebeginningthatthiscouldhappen,

andyoustillacceptedthismarriage,knowingvery

wellthatImightleaveyouforsomeoneelse,Inever

hiditbecauseIknowhowmuchithurts,I'dnever

dothattosomeoneelse,butyouinsistedyouwere



okaywithit,nowthetimehasfinallycomeandyou

actingup,didyounottakemeseriously?"

Lele:"we'vebuiltsomething,Ididn'tthinkit'dbethis

easyforyoutojustleave"

Hervoicewasfilledwithsomuchhurt

Ineverliketoseeawomanhurtlikethat,oranyone

forthatmatter,Iknowthepainofbeingleftfor

someoneelse,itdestroysyourconfidencein

yourself,questioningyourselfandyourworth

Me:"Lele...

Hertearsescapefromhereyes

Itakeherhandinmine

Me:"Ineverimaginedmyselfinflictingthiskindof

painonanyone,I'msosorry,youprobablythesafer

option,butIwanttofollowmyheart,forthefirst

timeinalongtime,IwanttobewiththewomanI

love,I'msorrythatyounotthatwoman,Igenuinely

careaboutyou,wecamealongwaytogether,we

hadastrongbond,butIthinkasyearswentby

apartwedriftedfromeachotherinheartandsoul,a



lothappenedaftertheorphanage,pleasedoforgive

me,Iwishyounothingbutloveandhappinessin

thenearfuture,don'tbebitterandpetty,wecanstill

haveagoodfriendshipandco-parentingwellifyou

workwithmeandnotagainstme"

Shewascryinghysterically,Ipullherintomy

embraceasshecriesonmyshoulder

Lele:"pleasedon'tdothis....

Me:"I'msorry,butIhaveto"

Lele:"Iloveyousomuch"

Me:"I'mafraidIdon'tfeelthesameway"

Lele:"whyareyoudoingthis,please...

Sheholdsmetighter,Iletgoofoffpushingher

away,Iwipehertears

Me:"youwillbefine,trustme,youwillfindsomeone

who'llloveyouforyou,youdonotwanttobeina

lovelessmarriage,ithurtsworsethanabreakup,go

totheroomandgetsomerest,I'llmakedinnerfor

us"

Shelooksatmeforawhilewipinghertearsand



turnswalkingaway

Isighrubbingmyface

ItakemyphoneoutasIseedad'smissedcall,Icall

himback

"Son"

Me:"hiDad,youcancancelsendingtheunclesto

Lele'shome,I'mdroppingeverythingasIhadonce

warned"

"Wejustcamebackfromthat,itwassupposedto

betodayremember?Itriedcallingyouallnight

yesterdaybutyoudidn'tpickup"

Me:"what!?No,dad,youneedtoreversewhatever

happenedthere,I'mnolongertakingtheirdaughter,

apologizetotheuncles,wesendingthecows

somewhereelse...

"Son,wecan'tdo....

Me:"NoDad,youcanandyouwill,thiswas

arrangednotforced...soyougotmeintothis,now

yougetmeout,endofdiscussion!"

Idropthecallwithmyheartthuddinghardagainst



mychest

.

.

.

******

"Soclosebutsofaraway"

******
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Isprangoutofbedlikeadaisybloominginlate

spring,Iwasinagoodmoodthismorningandwas

lookingforwardtoseeingTrue,it'sbeenaweek

sincewelastsaweachother,it'snowSaturday

abouttostartanewweekandonlynowamIseeing

himandIwasmissinghimlikecrazy,talkingover

thephonewasjustnotassatisfyinganymoreI

wantedtobearoundhimalldayeveryday,Ican't

waituntilwehavesortedeverythingoutandfreeto

startourlivestogether,IneverthoughtI'dbethis

happybeingpregnantforaman,Iwasexcited

aboutmybabymorethananything,thethoughtof



beingamotherwasscaryyes,I'mstillveryyoung,I

don'tknowhowthehellamIgoingtobeaparentto

awholehumanbeingwho'lldependonmefor

everything,butithasalreadyhappenedandI

couldn'tbehappier,thethoughtofhavingourown

familywithTruegavemegoosebumpsand

butterflies.

Iwasnowlotioningmybodyafteranhourinthe

shower,lookingatmyselfinthemirror,Irubbedmy

belly,nowthatIknewIwaspregnantitwas

noticable,mybackwasabitmorecurvedandmy

tummywasstartingtoshowabit,nowitmade

sensewhymyjeanswerenotfitting.

Iworemyshortdress,Istilldon'tlikethemthat

muchbutIwantedtolookgoodforTrueandIhad

tohidemybellyfromdad,whatIstillhateismake

up,it'sjusttoomuchworkandcoveringup

MyhairwasnowcurlyasIwashedit.

Myphoneringsfromthebed

Iwalkuptoanswerit

Me:"Maseko"



"Newton,I'moutside"

Me:"okay,I'llberightout"

Ihangupandwalkeddownstairswithmybag

passingDad

Me:"I'llseeyoulaterDadormaybenot,I'llletyou

know"

Dad:"ishehere?"

Inodsmiling

Dad:"tellhimtocomeinandsayhi,hecan'tjust

fetchanddropmydaughterashepleaseswithout

greeting"

Me:"daad,doeshehaveto...

Heraisestheeyebrowatme,thatlookthatalways

humbledmeeversinceIcouldremember

Me:"fiiineI'lltellhim...

Idragmyfeetoutheadingtothegate,hegetsout

ofthecarasIwalkuptohimandweshareahug,

heholdsmetightlypickingmeupabit,wekeepit

upforalongwhileasItakeinhisscent,thefeeling



ofhisbeardonmysmoothfaceandhowsmallhe

makesmefeel,mademeweaktomyknees,

everythingaboutthismanwasseductivetome,

evenjustlookingintohiseyes,maybethat'swhyI

wasbecomingasexaddictforhim.

True(stillholdingme):"Imissedyou"

Me:"Imissedyoumore"

Weletgoofeachotherandshareakiss,histhink

darklipswerealwaysapleasuretosuckonwhether

itwastooorbottomlipIenjoyedthemboth

Me:"dadwantsyoutocomeinandgreetbeforewe

go"

Hiseyeswidenshowinghisclenchedteethwitha

"uh-oh"look

True:"areyouserious?"

Me:"deadserious"

True:"shit,Iwasn'tplanningongoingintoday,I

didn'tevenbringanythingwithme"

Me:"it'sokay,youjustgreeting,younotpaying

lobola"



Helaughs

True:"butstill,IwishIatleasthadhisfavoritebottle

ofdrink"

Me:"maybenexttime,let'sgo,beforehethinksI

ditchedhisinstructionsandranaway"

Ileadthewaywhenhepullsmyhandmakingme

bumpintohischest

True:"akissforconfidence"

Ipeckhislips,heholdsmepeckingmemultiple

times

True:"okay,I'mgoodnow"

Igiggleaswemakeourwayinsidethehousewhile

holdingmearoundmywaisttappingmybutt,he

quicklylet'sgoofmeasweenterthehousewith

dadstandingbythekitchencounterdrinkinghis

cupofcoffee

Me:"heydad,thisisTrue,TrueMaseko,Truethisis

Dad,RaymondNewtonishisname"

Heconfidentlywalksuptohimgivinghimhishand

forahandshakeasdadtakesitandtheyshake



hands

True:"it'snicetofinallymeetyouMrNewton"

Dad:"it'sgoodtomeetyoutooMaseko"

True(chucklesnervously):"I'msoembarrassedto

walkintoyourhousewithoutcarryinganythingwith

me,IfeellikeI'vedisrespectedyourhouse,ifIknew

Iwould'veatleastgotyouoneofyourfavoriteson

thebottle"

Dad(smiling):"it'sfine,I'mnotthattraditional,butI

appreciateyouracknowledgement"

True:"yesSir,I'membarrassedbecauseIwasstill

secretlystealingyourdaughter,Iwasstillplanning

oncomingovertoshowmyselfandaskforproper

permission,IwantyoutoknowthatI'mveryserious

aboutthisladyofyoursandsoonwithyour

blessingsI'dlovetoofficiallymakehermine"

Theproudsmileonmydad'sfacewashardtomiss

eventhoughhetriedtohideitbythrowingbackhis

seriousface

Dad:"Ihearyou,wellatleastnowyouknowwhere



tofindme"

True:"yes,nowIknow...

Dad:"Ihopeyoudonotbecomeastrangeranymore

then"

True:"notanymore"

Me(clearsthroat):"weshouldgetgoing"

Dad:"letmenotkeepyou,enjoyyourdinnerdate"

Me:"wewill,byedad"

Dad:"bye"

True:"I'llmakesuretobringherhomesafe"

Dad:"youbetter"

Hesmilesaswewalkoutthehouse,hesighsthe

minutewegetoutside,Ilaugh

Me:"thatwentbetterthanIanticipated"

True:"yourfatherisveryintimidating"

Me:"heis?"

HeopensthedoorformeasIgetin,hegetsinand

drivesoff



True:"hehasaverysharpeye,andhasthisstrong

auraabouthim...it's,it'sintimidating"

Me:"youdidn'tevenshowthatyouwereintimidated,

ifanythingyouheldyourshoulderssohighand

spokesoconfidentlyyetsohumble,Ifeltlike

jumpingonyouandridingyourightthereandthen"

Heburstsintolaughter

True:"Icanimagine,doingthatInfrontofyourfather,

youwantmedeaddon'tyou?"

Me(laughing):"don'ttemptme"

True:"butonaseriousnote,yourfatherseemslikea

powerfulman"

Me:"Idon'tknowaboutpowerful,buthedoesstand

hisgroundwhenneeded,he'salsoverychilledand

coolwhenyougettoknowhim"

True:"ifyousayso"

Hetakesmyhandholdingit,hekissesit

True:"howhaveyoubeen?"

Me:"I'vebeengood...



True:"andmybaby...

Heaskstouchingmytummy,Ismile

Me:"he'sbeengood,butthetummybugisstill

botheringus"

True:"didthedoctornotgiveyoumedicationfor

that?"

Me:"shedid,butIguessit'lltakeawhiletowork"

True:"that'snotgood,youneedtogetbettersoon"

Me:"Iwill,don'tworry"

True:"Ihopewhateveritisit'snothurtingourbaby

inthere"

Iholdmytummyoverhishand

Me:"Ihopesotoo,ormaybehe'sgrowinginthe

wrongpositionorplace"

True:"isthatpossible?"

Ishrugmyshoulders

Me:"Idon'tknow"

Ilookathimashehadalittlefrownonhisforehead,



Itouchhisbeardedchinrubbingit

Me:"don'tstressmylove,ourbabywillbefine,Ican

feelit,mymommainstinctsmeeverythingwillbe

okay"

Helooksatmeandsmiles

True:"youalreadyhavemommainstincts"

Me(laughs):"Idon'twasteanytime"

Helaughsashecontinuesdriving,Ilookathimfor

awhileuntilhelooksatme,hepullsmychin

playfully

True:"whattulookingatmelikethatfor"

Me:"I'mwaitingforyoutoupdateme,aboutwhat's

goingon"

Hissmiledisappearslookingattheroad

True:"whydon'tyoujustaskme?"

Ilookdown,Iforgethowmuchthismanvalues

respectandmanners,youdon'tjusttalktohim

anyhow,Iguessevenashisgirlfrienditdoesn'tgive

youapass,it'sallfunandjokesuntilweneedto



haveaseriousconversation

Me:"love,canyoupleasetellmehoweverythingis

goingonyourside?"

Hesighs

True:"that'smuchbetter"

I'mtemptedtorollmyeyesbutI'mtryingtogetlaid

soIshouldbeonmybestbehavior

True:"asyouknowI'vebeeninPEtryingtosort

everythingout,theuncleshadalreadystartedthe

negotiationsandpaidthemoney,Idon'tknowhow

theydidallthatwithoutconsultingmefirst,the

moneywassupposedtocomefromme,butdad

decidedtogoaheadandpayanamountIdidn't

evenagreeupon,Ihadtosendtheunclesbackand

gotherewiththemtoexplaineverything,thatIwas

notinterestedintheirdaughterandwouldlikeour

moneyback,theygavebackhalfthemoneyand

kepttherestbecauseIhaddisrespectedtheir

houseandembarrassedtheirfamily,itwas

understandablebutIwasjustgladtheydidn'tfight

me"



Inodunderstanding

True:"soallofthatissorted"

Me:"howdoesyourfamilyfeelknowingI'mthe

reasonforallthismess?I'msuretheyhateme,

speciallyAmanda,herstatusessayitall"

True:"Idon'tevenlookatpeople'sstatuses,what

areherstatuseslike?"

Me:"butyoulookatmine...

True(smiles):"itsyouphelayouinteresting.."

Ilaugh

Me:"herstatusesarejustalotofshadewhichI

thinkisdirectedtomebecausetheysospecific,I

don'twanttotellyoumuchbecauseIdon'twantto

causeconflictbetweenyouandyoursister,I've

alreadydoneenough"

True:"don'tsaythat,IthoughtAmandalikedyou,

youtwogotalongverywellwheny'allfirstmet"

Me(shrugs):"Iguessshe'smadbecauseIhurther

brother"



True:"don'tmindher,she'llcomearoundAmandais

notthetypetoholdgrudges,assoonasshesees

howhappyIamwithyou,she'llgetoverit"

Me:"Ihopeso"

True:"mylittlebrothersareexcitedtomeetyou,Dad

isstillabitsalty,hedidn'tthinkI'dactuallygo

reversethecowsanddropeverythingjustlikethat,I

don'tknowwhatmakesthemthinklobolaistheend

game,there'snoturningbackfromit,notwithme,I

wenttofetchmycows....

Ilaughathimandthelittleattitudehehadabouthis

cows

True:"imagineourcowsbaby..

Me:"imagine!...

True:"itcouldneva...

Me:"overmydeadbody!..

True:"rhaaa....

Weburstintolaughter

True:"butkewhattheypaidthereisnotevenhalf



thecowsI'llbesendingtothesuburbsinthenear

future"

Me(chuckles):"utshokanje?...

True:"love,awazintowenasthandwasam"(you

knownothingmylove)

Ismileblushing

Me:"Ican'twait"

Hesqueezesmyinnerthighwherehishandwas

rested

True:"it'sonlyamatteroftime"

.

.

.

Zeke

.

.

.

Itakeasipofmywhiskylookingatthepictureof



mybrother,helooksveryyounginthispicture,it's

uselesstomebecausewearetalkingabouta

grownassmannow,whereamIevengoingtostart

lookingforsomeonewhoIdon'tknowhisname,it

doesn'tmakesense.ThisDaveguythoughhas

beenringinginmyhead,Ineedmomtotellmehis

fullnamesandsurname,butshestilldoesn't

remember,sheonlyknowsit'sDave,sometimes

sheforgetssheevenknewaDave,it'sgoingtotake

awhileforhertorememberagain,hermemoryis

onandoff.

"CanIbuyyouadrink?"

Ilookbesidemetobemetbyabeautifulwhitelady

Me:"me?"

Her:"yesyou"

Me:"I'dloveadrink"

Her(tothebartender):"twosidersplease"

Shelooksbackatme

Her:"myname'sJordan"

Me:"cool"



Ilookbackatmydrink,Ireallydidn'tfeellike

company,speciallyflirting,Icameheretodrink

aloneanddrownmyproblemsforafewhours

Jordan:"Icanseeyoudon'tfeelwell,wedon'tknow

eachotherbutIsawyouandIlikedyou,I'llleave

mynumberandaddress,ifyoudowntotalkorfuck,

youknowwheretofindme"

Sheleavesapieceofpaperinfrontofme,Ilookat

herasshesmilesatmeandwalksaway

Ishakemyhead,girlsaresoeasynowadays,you

don'tevenhavetohuntorstruggleanymore

Ileavemydrinkandrunafterher,Ifindherbythe

parkingputtingonahelmet,shehadabike

Me:"hey,I'mdowntofuckrightnow"

Jordan(smiles):"followme"

Igetonmybikeandfollowbehindher,shewasfast

butIcaughtupwithher,nextthingIknowwewere

racing

Wefinallygottotheplace,itwasabighotel

Me:"whatarewedoinghere?"



Jordan:"youdidn'tthinkI'dfuckyouinmyplaceon

thefirstnight?"

Me(chuckles):"okay,Isee"

Weheadinsidethehotel

Me:"didyouonlyapproachmebecauseIwasa

biker?"

Jordan:"thattoo,andbecauseyouwereacute

biker"

Ilaughaswepassthereceptionheadingstraightto

thelift

Me:"ohsoyou'vebeenbookedhere"

Jordan:"Iguessyoucouldsaythat"

Wegettotheroom,itwasabigonewithitsown

loungeandkitchen,twobedroomsthathadtheir

ownbathrooms

Me:"youmustberichtoaffordstayinginaplace

likethis"

Jordan:"notreally,myparentsaretherichones,I'm

stilltryingtofindmyfeet,justgraduatedfrom



university,nowI'mbusyjobhunting"

Me:"sweet,whydon'tyoujustworkforyour

parents?"

Jordan:"Ididn'tgothroughallthateducationtostill

dependonmyparents"

Me:"ohhIsee"

Jordan:"YoucanrelaxonthebedwhileItakea

shower...oryoucanjoinme"

Me:"I'llrelaxonthebed"

ShewalksinthebathroomasItakeoffmyshoes

andclothes,Iwasabouttotakemyphonebutit

wasnowhereonmeoraroundme,Ilookedaround

foritanditwasn'there,Shit!Imust'vedroppedit

somewhere.

Fuck!ThatwasanexpensiveiphoneNaomi'sfather

boughtforme,nowI'llhavetogetmyselfacheap

phone.

Itsucksthathedoesn'tevenpaymemuchforthe

dangerousjobIdoforhim,Ishouldbelivingin

luxury,heevencutitlowersincehefoundoutabout



NaomiandI.TothinkIlovedthatmanasifhewas

myownfather,it'sfunnyhowonecanexposehow

muchofapretenderheiswhenitcomestohisreal

family.

"(Shoutsfromthebathroom)there'sdrinksinthe

fridgeandfoodpleasehelpyourself!"

Iheadtowardsthefridgeandthereweretwo

shelvesfilledwithbottlesofbeer,differentkinds.

Itakethreecansandsomeleftovergrilledmeat,I

warmitupwhileopeningthebottle,Igobacktothe

roomsittingonthecouchandeatup..

AfterawhileshecomesbackfromtheroomIwas

onmythirdbottleandabitdrunkaswasalready

tipsyfromthedrinksatthebar

Shedropshertowelandlotionsherbody,mydick

grewhardsuffocatingundermypantsasshebent

overlotioningherlegs

Igrabmydickpositioningit,thelasttimeIhadsex

wasatcampwithSbahle,afterIleftNaomiIjust

couldn'tbringmyselftobewithanotherwoman,I

misshersomuch,IwishIpowerfulenoughto



standuptoherfather.

Sheturnslookingatme

Jordan:"youokay?"

Me:"I'mgood"

Shewalksupandsitsonmylap,shepullsmychin

upkissingme

Ibreakthekiss

Me:"pleaseputonsomeclothes"

Jordan(kissingme):"yousureaboutthat?"

Me:"yesI'mverysure,please"

Shelooksatmeforawhileandscoffsasshegets

upputtingonherclothes

Me:"yousaidIcouldcometoyouofIwannatalkor

fuck...rightnow,Iwannatalk"

Shesmileslookingatme

Jordan:"okay,I'llgetussnacksandwecantalkall

youwant"

Me(smiles):"thankyou"



.

.

.
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.

.

.

Shewasexcitedtoseethehorsesassoonaswe

reachthebeach,duringdinnerourconversations

ledtohorsesandshementionedshe'sneverrode

ononesoafterdinnerIdecidedtotakeherhorse

ridingbythebeach

Naomi:"wesharingahorseright?Icandoitonmy

own"

Employee:"it'sverysafeitdoesn'trununlessyou

instructitto"

Me:"it'sfine,we'llshareone,thenonceshegetsthe

hangofitshe'lltakeherown"

Employee:"okay"



Theyputthesaddleonit'sbackasIgetonitfirst,

theguywhoworksherehelpsherupasIpullher

overasshesitsInfrontofme

Naomi:"whoaokay,I'mgood"

Ipullthebridleandthehorsestartsmoving,Ipullit

harderanditstartsrunning

Sheholdontomylegs

Naomi(terrified):"Love!Slowdown"

Islowitdownasitwalksalongthebeachsandnear

thewater,Iwrapmyonearmaroundherwaist

caressingherbelly

Me:"don'tbescared,Igotyou"

Naomi:"thesunsetisbeautiful...(startles)...uhhLove,

thehorseistooclosetothewater"

Me:"it'sfine,itcanwalkonthewater"

Naomi:"yousure?Isitsafe?"

Me:"letmehandlethehorseLove"

Naomi(sighs):"okay...



Wecontinuetalkingaboutthebeautifulscenery

aroundusasshelaysbackonmefeelingmore

relaxed

Naomi:"thankyouforthis,Ididn'trealizehowmuch

Ineededthisexperience"

Me:"youwelcomemybaby"

Afterawhilewewenttogetherownhorseandshe

wasgettingthehangofitasshewasridingnextto

mine,shegavehercameratooneoftheemployees

totakepicturesofus,itfeltasthoughwewereina

romanticmovieridingintothesunset.

Whenitgotdarkerwedrovebacktothehotel

ShewasonmybackasIpiggyrodeher

Me:"youseeyouthinkI'moneofthosehorsesbusy

abusingmyback"

Naomi(laughing):"Ilikethishorsy...(whispersinmy

ear)...I'llberidingyouallnight"

Ilaughmischievouslyaswegetontheliftheading

uptotheroom,shegetsdownasIopenthekeys

Naomi:"love...



Ilookatherbehindmeasshepickssomethingup

fromthedooracrossus

Me:"what?"

Naomi:"Look,someonedroppedtheirphone,it'san

iphone"

Me:"it'sprobablysomeoneinthisroom"

Naomi:"shouldIknockandaskthem?"

Me:"yeahsure...

Sheknocks,Ihugherfrombehindaswewaitfor

thedoortoopen.

Naomi:"maybetheysleeping"

Thedooropensandwearemetbyabeautiful

youngwhitelady

Her:"hey"

Naomi:"hi,Ithinkyoudroppedyourphone"

Shelooksatit

Her:"oohhhitmustbemyboyfriend'shesaidhelost

it,thanks...



Shegivesittoher

"Whoisit!?....

Aman'svoiceshoutsfrominside

Her:"justkindpeoplewhofoundyourphone,I'm

coming....

Sheturnsbacktous

Her:"thankyouverymuch,enjoytherestofyour

evening"

Me:"youtoo"

Sheclosesthedoorasweturnbackandhead

insideourroom,shewasquietandinherthoughts

asIwastakingoffmyshirt

Me:"youokaylove?"

Shelooksatme

Naomi:"thatvoice,itsoundedveryfamiliar,andthat

phone...Ithink...

Shelooksdownshakingherhead

Naomi:"it'snothing,IthinkI'mjusttired,it'sbeena



longday"

Iwalkuptoherpickingherupasweheadtothe

shower,itwasn'taninnocentshoweraswefucked

throughouttheshowersession.

Wewerenowrestinginbed,herheadwasrestedon

myshoulderasshewasbrushingmychest,Iwas

scratchingherscalpmassagingit

Naomi:"Ithoughtweweregoingtospendthenight

atyourplace"

Myheartskipsabeat

Me:"wecan'tgotomyplaceatthemoment"

Shepickherheaduplookingatmewithacurious

frown

Naomi:"whynot?Don'ttellmeyourenovatingthat

alreadybighouse"

Me:"No...

IsighgatheringupcourageasIsitup

Naomi:"what'swrong?...

Me:"Ihavesomethingtotellyou,Ididn'twanttotell



younowuntilIwassureofit"

Naomi:"youscaringme"

Me:"pleasedon'tbemadatme"

Naomi:"youkillingmehereLove,whatisit?"

Ilookatherandmyheartsinks,ifshedoesn'ttake

thiswellImightloseher,womennowadaysdon't

standforbullshitlikethis,speciallytheseyoung

ones,throughthickandthindoesn'tholdmuch

groundanymore.Herheartisalreadystillsplitinto

twoforallIknowthere'sstillachanceI'dloseherto

Zekeifhecouldstephisgameup,I'mnotprepared

toloseher,notwhenwejustfoundeachother.

Me:"uhm...Lelehasn'tmovedoutofmyplaceyet"

Naomi:"oh...

Me:"ThatswhyIcan'ttakeyouthereyet...

Naomi:"Ithoughtyoubrokethingsoffwithher?"

Me:"Idid...

Naomi:"thenwhyisshestillthere?"

MyheartwasthuddingagainstmychestasI



brushedmybeardnervously

Me:"she...she'spregnant

Sheremainssilentlookingatmeperplexedasher

lipscurve

.

.

.
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Me:"okay,letmeexplain,I'vebeenusingprotection

withherandfeedingherpills,Idon'tthinkshe's

reallypregnant,whenIwenttoPE,Iwantedtotake

herwithme,sendherbackhome,butshe

threatenedtohurtthebabyinhertummy,even

thoughIwasn'tsureshe'sreallypregnant,Ididn't

wantherdoinganythingstupidshouldshebereally

pregnant,soIlefther,IneededtobeinPEandsort

outthemessthatwasgoingonandhadnotimeto

fighthertotakehertothedoctortoseeifshe's

reallypregnant,IwasinPEthewholeweekwhile

she'sbeenlivinginmyhouse,Ijustgotback

yesterdayandwewereplanningtomeetuptoday,I

haven'tspokentohersinceIgotback,Iwantedto

spendtimewithyoufirstbeforegoingbackand

sortingherout,Ithinkshejustsaidthatshe's



pregnantbecauseshethoughtIwouldn'tbreakup

withher,shealsoshowedmeapregnancytest

whichprovedshe'spregnant,itcouldbefake,I

knowwomenlikeher,I'veseenthemandhave

writtenstoriesaboutthem,Ilockedmyroomsoshe

doesn'ttryanythingfunnylikedruggingmesoshe

couldmakeherselfpregnantwhileI'msleeping,

please,beforeyougetmad,pleasejustwaituntilI

provethatshe'snotpregnant"

Shesighssittingbacklookingdown

Me:"Ididn'tevenwanttotellyouthisuntilIwas

sureshe'spregnantornot...

Itakeherhandintomine

Me:"Iknowthisisfuckedup,I'msorryforhurting

youlikethis,I'msorry"

Shesighsandpullsmychinuptolookather,she

looksatmewithtearsinhereyesthatwerelike

glassabouttobreak

Naomi:"ifshe'spregnantTrue,Idon'tknowifwe

gonnaworkout,she'llmakesureofit,Idon'twant

togothroughthat"



Me:"Love,listentome,ifsheispregnant,thatwill

notmakeanydifferencebetweenus,Ipromiseyou,

Iwillnotallowhertogetbetweenus"

Naomi:"How?She'sinthathousebecauseshe

threatenedtohurtthebaby,she'llalwaysbeinour

livesgettingherwayusingthatthreat"

Isighrubbingmyeyes

Me:"HavingchildrenissomethingI'vealways

wanted,buthavingafamilywiththewomanIlove

meanswaymuchmoretome,soifitmeanslosing

you,thenevenifLelethuispregnant,I'llchaseher

outofmylife,evenifitmeansneverseeingmykid"

Hertearsfallfromhereyes

Naomi:"Icouldneverlivewithmyselfknowingthat

I'mthereasonachildisgrowingupwithouta

father"

Me:"butthat'llhavetobethesacrificewehaveto

makeforourlove"

Naomi(sighs):"thisisgoingtobehard,butwhatever

happens,I'mnotgivinguponyou"



Me:"youmeanthat?"

Naomi:"yes,Imeanit,Iknowit'snotalwaysgoing

tobebedandroses,IreallyloveyouandIalsodon't

wanttoloseyou"

Me:"itmeanssomuchtohearyousaythatbecause

soonI'llmakeyoumywife,andit'dbenicetohave

someonewho'llstickbymenomatterwhatandI

thesame"

Naomi:"justpromisemeyou'llchoosemefirst,no

matterwhat"

Me:"Ipromisetochooseyoufirstnomatterwhat"

Naomi:"Ipromisetochooseyounomatterwhat"

Ileanincloserasweshareakiss,shegetsontop

ofmesittingonmylap

Naomi:"Iloveyounomatterwhat"

Me:"Iloveyounomatterwhattoo"

Wekissasshemovesherwaistrubbingherselfon

mydickasitgrewharder

Naomi:"wetakinghertothedoctortomorrow"



Me:"we'llkidnapherifitleadsto"

Shegigglescuppingmyface,wewerestillnakedas

sheliftedherassandIslidingently,shestarted

movingherwaistupanddownincircles,wekept

oureyeslockedtoeachotherastheywerehalf

open

Naomi:"youthinkyoucanputanotherbabyin

there?"

Me:"I'llputtwomore"

Naomi:"triplets,Icouldclosemytubesafterthat"

Me:"nowaysIwantmorethanthat"

Naomi:"willyoubirththem?"

IchuckleasIholdherwaistandfuckherfrom

underneathhermoansfilltheroomasshescreams

outloud,thewallsinthisroomarenotsoundproof

butIwasn'tabouttoslowdownhermoanswere

musictomyears,Iflippedusovergettingintopof

herincreasingthepacefuckingherharder,the

pleadinginhereyesmakemeweakasIburst

releasinginsideher.



Werestedandtalkedaboutourfutureandhowwe'd

runabigfamily,thetypeofparentswe'dbe,she

keptlaughingasIwasteasingheraboutthekindof

momandwifeshe'dbe

Naomi(laughing):"No!YouthinkI'dbelikeAngela

fromwhydidIgetmarried?"

Me(laughing):"withthatmanykidsIthinkyou'dturn

intoher,amonsterwife"

Shelooksatme

Naomi:"Marcus!Don'tstartwithmeandyour

bullshitMarcus"

Iburstintolaughterassheimitatesheraccurately

Me:"yousoundlikehere"

Naomi:"imaginemykidshavingacrazymomlike

that,Idon'tthinkMarcuswasgivingherenoughsex,

that'swhyshewascrazy"

Me:"sogoodsexisthekeytoahappychilledwife?"

Naomi:"exactlythatwasthelessonTylerPerrywas

tryingtoteach"



Me:"ohhokayImust'vemissedthelesson"

Naomi:"nowyougetit"

Welaugh

Me:"howarewegoingtodoitifwehaveacheaper

bythedozenfamily?"

Naomi:"anylittlealonetimeweget,naenjoyment"

Iburymyfaceinhernecklaughing

.

.

.
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.

.
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Iwasdressingupgettingreadytoleave

Jordan:"youleavingsosoon"

Me:"Ihavework,I'dliketostaybutlife"



Jordan:"eventhoughwedidn'tfuckandwas

torturedbyourneighborsacrossmoaningand

groaningsoloudwhichsoundedliketheywere

havingsomuchfun,andwejusttalkedandtalked

tillwefellasleep,Istillhadagreattimewithyou"

Me:"metoo,youagoodlistener,Ididn'tknowhow

muchIneededsomeonetotalkto,youbeinga

strangermadeitwaymorecomfortable"

Jordan:"I'mgladicouldhelp,butihopeIdon't

remainjustastranger"

Me(smiles):"Ihaveyournumberandaddress,we'll

see"

Jordan:"thatBambigirlisveryluckytohaveafriend

likeyou,Ihopesomedaysheunderstandswhyyou

couldn'tloveherthewayshewanted"

IneversharedanyrealnameswhenIwastelling

heraboutmyfuckeduplife

Me:"itdoesn'tmatteranymore,she'smovedonand

sheseemswayhappierthanIcould'veevermade

her"



Jordan:"Icanhearitinyourvoicehowmuchyou

loveherandhowbrokenyouare,I'msosorrythatit

didn'tworkoutfory'allrightnow,butyouguysare

stillyoung,youstillhavetimetofindeachother

again"

Me:"yeahIdoubtit....Ishouldgetgoing,yousaymy

phonewasfoundbythepeopleacrossus?"

Jordan:"yeah,thesexfreaks....

Me:"IthinkIshouldpassbyandthankthem,thisis

anexpensivephone,anyoneelsecould'vejustkept

itforthemselves"

Jordan:"IalreadydidthatbutIguessyoucanifyou

wantto"

Ileaninandpeckhercheekandtheotheroneand

alsoherforehead

Me:"enjoyyourdayandtheotherdaysIwon'tbe

heretosayenjoyyourday"

Jordan:"getoutofheresilly"

Iwalkoutgrabbingafruitbythekitchenbefore

makingmywaytothedoor,Ilookatthedoor



acrossus,therewasgigglesandlaughing,

whatevercouplethatwasinherewasreally

enjoyingeachother'scompany,sincelastnight

there'sbeensexsoundsandlaughtercomingfrom

here.

Iwasabouttoknockbutthoughtagainstitand

mademywaydownstairsandoutthehotel

Igettomybikegettingonit

IcurseundermybreathasIrealizeIleftmykeys

andhelmet

Me(annoyed):"Fuck!I'malreadylateforwork....

Iheadbacktothehotelheadingup,Igetinthe

roomandfindJordanstillbusyonthephone

Jordan:"noyouguyscangowithoutme.....I'mnotin

themoodtogotoHawaii.....I'llbetheonlysingle

onethere,nocountmeoutDad.....nodadthere's

nothingtothinkabout....okayfine....Iloveyoutoo....

bye"

Shehangsup

Me:"notinthemoodforHawaii?Wow,richpeople



problems,that'sabeautifulplace"

Jordan:"Iknow,itis,butitsucksbecauseallmy

siblingswillbetherewiththeirhusbandsandwives,

MomandDad,Ijustcan'tbearoundthatmuch

romancewhenI'mthissingle"

Ilaughather

Me:"shameman,it'sapitty,anyway,Ijustcame

backformykeyandhelmet"

Jordan:"ohokay"

ItakethemasIhadleftthemonthetableinthe

kitchen

Jordan:"hey...

Ilookather

Jordan:"whatareyoudoingthesecomingJune

holidays"

Me:"ohhno,I'mnotgoingtoHawaiiwithyour

family"

Jordan:"ohpleeeease,it'llbereallyfun,myparents

andsiblingshavebeenpressingmeaboutgettinga



man,pleasejustbethereasmymanjusttomake

themgetoffmycaseforawhile,besideswhy

wouldyourefuseafreeholidaytriptooneofthe

mostbeautifulIslandsI'mtheworld,please,you

havethreemonthstothinkaboutit"

Me(sighs):"IguessI'llthinkaboutit"

Sherushesuptomeandhugsme

Jordan:"thankyou!"

Iholdherbackforawhile,herspiritkindof

remindedmeofNaomi,evenherpetitebody,her

softskin,IbreakthehugasIfeltmydickgetting

hardcomparinghertoNaomi.

Me:"I'llseeyouwhenIseeyou"

Jordan:"ImightfeellikeSpuroneofthedays"

Me:"lookingforwardtoservingyou"

Shesmilesblushingtuckingherhairbehindherear,

IlookatherandforamomentIseemyBambi,I

smileather

Me:"takecare"



Jordan:"bye"

IrushoutasIwasgettingmorelatewhenIbump

intosomeonedroppingmyhelmet

"OhmygoodnessI'msosorry(trailsoff)....

Me:"it'sfine...

IlookupatthepersonandIcouldnotbelievemy

eyes,Ifeltliketheworldcouldjustswallowmeup

Naomi:"Zeke?...

"Okay,Igottherestofthe....

Hetrailsoffasheclosesthedoormakinghisway

towardsus,sotheywerethecoupleacrossus,my

heartsinksinpainasIfeelitbreakintopieces,I

swallowthelumpstuckonmythroatasmyeyes

stingwithtearsthreatening

Naomi:"Zeke...whatareyoudoinghere?...

Ilookathershewasglowingabitmorethicker,I

lookatTruewhosmelledexpensive,Icouldn'teven

openmymouthtospeakasIturnedawayand

continuedwalking



Naomi:"Zeke!Wait!....

Ipickupthepaceleavinghercallingformeonce

again,Icouldn'tholdinthetearsasIfeltmyself

breakingherheartonceagain,runningawayfrom

her,rejectingher,disappointingheronceagain,

Fuck!Ihatemyself,it'slikemyhearthasbeen

strippedoffmychestasthepainwasunbearable

.

.

.
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Therewassilenceashedroveusbackhome,itwas

hardhidingthepainIfeltinmyheart,Iwastrying

butseeinghimjustleavelikethatwithoutsayinga

wordhurtsobad,Itwaslikearepeatofthedayhe

leftme,itwasheartwrenching.



Ifelthandswipingmytearsasherubbedmythigh

Iquicklywipedoffmytears,Ididn'twanttocryin

frontofTrue,Ididn'twanthimtoseemehurtover

anotherman,thiswasveryselfishofme,I

should'veactedstrongandunbothered,wherewere

myactingskillswhenIneededthem,stupidstupid

heart!SuckapussyheartIhad.

Ilookathim

Me:"I'msosorryTrue...

True(frownsinconfusion):"whatfor?"

Me:"Ididn'tmeantofeellikethisafterseeinghim,

I'msorry"

True:"No,don'tapologize,youhurt,hebrokeyour

heart,it'sokaytofeellikethisifyoudidn'tfeellike

thisI'dknowyouhidingitfromme,it'sokaytofeel

thewayyoufeel,cryifyouneedto,I'mrighthereif

youneedme"

Me:"pleasestopthecar"

HeturnsbytherobotsandparksInfrontofsome

shopsalongtheroad,Ijumpovertohimsittingon



hislaphugginghim,heholdsme,Iclosemyeyes

tightlytryingtostopthetears,Ididn'twanttocry

becauseofanothermanonmyman'sshoulder,but

nomatterhowbadlyZekehurtme,morethan

anythinghewasthebestfriendI'veeverhadbefore

thingsgotcomplicated,that'stheZekeImissed,not

thejerkthatbrokemyheart,butmyfriendwhowas

thereformefromthebeginning.

True:"it'sokay,Iknowyoumisshim,asIesaid,I

understandhewasyourfriendfirstbeforeanything

else,I'msorryyouhadtoberemindedofthehurt,

it'sgoingtogetbetterwithtime"

Imovefromhisshoulderlookingathim

Me:"Ihatethis,IwishIneversaidanythingabout

myfeelings,we'dstillbefriends,thenIwould've

metyouandrealizedmyfeelingsforhimwerejust

friendshipbondconfusedwithlovebecauseI've

neverbeeninlovebefore,stupidmecouldn't

differentiatebetweenfriendshiploveandromantic

love,Iruinedsomethingwaymorespecialthan

romance,Ilostabrother,andI'llforeverhatemyself

forit,IwasneverinlovewithZekeTrue,itwasn't



thatkindoflove,ifitwasthenitwould'vefelt

somethingclosetowhatIfeelforyou,butitdidn't,it

waswaydifferent...Idon'tknowifI'mmakingany

sense"

True:"Iunderstand,youmakingsense"

Me:"Blurringthelinesbetweenfriendshipand

attraction,wasasurefirewaytoloseafriend"

.

.

.
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IwashavingbreakfastwithDadwhilewaitingfor

Truetocomefetchmeasweweregoingtothe

doctor.Ididn'ttellDadaboutwhatwashappening

withLelethuandTrue,Idon'twanthiminvolvedin

everythingthatgoesoninmylovelife,orelsehe

willnevergetalongwithTrueifIshareeverything

wegothrough,IusuallysharealotwithDad,butI

don'tthinkit'sagoodideatoovershare,especially

whenitcomestoaseriousrelationship,notwhen

TrueandIcanfixit,I'llonlyshareifIseethatTrue

andIarefailingtofixaproblem,it'sabummerthat



momisnothere,she'dsharethebestadvice,

speciallywhenitcomestolove.

Dad:"isitjustmeoryou'vegainedabit?"

Me:"what?(lookingatmyself)IthinkIdidputona

few,butnotthatmuch"

Dad:"youhavemuchmoreappetite"

Me:"I'vealwayshadanappetitedad,it'sprobably

justhappiness"

Dad(smiles):"ohyouhappy?"

Me:"veryhappy"

Dad:"I'mhappytohearthat"

Me(smiling):"mhm"

Dad:"soyouandTrue,heseemslikehe'svery

seriousaboutyou"

Me:"whatmakesyousaythat?"

Dad:"thewayhetalksandlooksatyou,Icanseeit"

Ismileasmyheartmelts

Me:"hesayshe'sgoingtomarryme,Ithinkhe'll



proposeverysoon"

Dad:"areyoureadyforallthat?Youstillveryyoung,

marriageisahugestep"

Me:"Idon'tknowifI'mreadyDad,butIdoknowthat

IwantTruetobemineforaveryverylongtime,I

wanttomarryhim,Idon'tknowifit'stherighttime

rightnow,butIdoknowthatIlovehimandIwantto

spendmylifewithhim"

Dad:"soevenifheproposestomorrow,you'llbe

alright?"

Me:"Iwantustowaitabit,dateforatleastayear

beforetyingtheknot,Iamstillgettingtoknowhim

andIhaven'tseenhiminallseasons"

Dad:"verywell,butknowthatmarriageisnotatrap,

ifhemistreatsyouoryoudon'tfeelhappyorloved

anymore,yourbedroomwillalwaysbeyour

bedroom,thiswillalwaysbeyourhome"

Ismilelookingathim

Me:"IknowDad"

Itouchhishandonthetablebrushingit



Me:"Iloveyouoldman"

Dad:"Iloveyoumore...

Myphonevibratesandit'samessagefromTrue

sayinghe'soutside

Dad:"Honeymustard,there'ssomethingIhaveto

tellyou,ifyoucouldreserveyourweekendforme,

I'dappreciateitalot,justthisoneweekend"

Me:"soundsserious?"

Dad:"it'sveryserious,itcouldchangeourlives"

Me:"youscaringmedaddy,iseverythingokay?"

Dad:"don'tworryyourselftoomuch"

Igetup

Me:"okay,Ihavetogo"

Dad:"areyoucominghometonight?"

Me:"Idon'tknow,butI'llbeherefortheweekend"

Dad:"Ifeellikeyouslowlymovingout"

Me:"soonIwillbemovingoutDad"

Dad:"Iknow,I'mstilltryingtogetusedtoyounot



beinghere"

Ikisshischeek,hewipesmykissoff

Igaspandkisshimagainandhewipesitoff

Me(sulking):"stopwipingmykisses"

Dad:"nowyouknowhowitfeels"

IKisshischeekandheleavesit,Ismile

Me:"bye"

Iwalkawayandlookbackathimasheattemptsto

wipeit,Ilaughshakingmyheadandsquintingmy

eyesathimasIheadout

IfindTruewaitingformeoutsidethecarasusual

leaningagainstthepassengerdoor,Ismilewidely,

seeinghimalwaysmakesmyheartwarmwithjoy,I

doalittlerunbeforejumpinginforahug,hepins

meonthedoorasweshareakiss,itfeltlikeIdidn't

justseehimyesterdaythewayI'mmissinghim

already

Me:"Imissedyou"

True:"Imissedyoumore"



Me:"it'sgettinghardertosleepwithoutyoubeside

me"

True:"Ifeelyourpain,youneedtomoveinASAP"

Me:"Ionceaskedyoubutyoujustlaughedatme"

True(laughs):"wewerestilljustfriendsthen,you

haven'taskedmenowthatyou'remine"

Ishakemyhead

True:"youcan'tmoveinasmygirlfriendthough,you

canonlyvisitme,you'llofficiallymoveinwhenyou

areMrsMaseko"

Me(smiling):"thenI'llvisiteveryday31or30daysa

monththenuntilIofficiallymovein"

Helaughsaswekissonceagain

True(smiling):"soundslikeagoodplantome"

IstartleasIhearaknockcomingfromhiswindow

Me(frightened):"whatwasthat?"

True:"ohyeah,IforgotIhadsomeoneinthecar"

Me:"ohshit,she'sinhere?"



True:"yeah,let'sgetgoing"

Hepecksmylipslettinggoofmeasheopensthe

passengerdoorformeandIgetin,heclosesand

walksaround,shewassittinginthebackseat

Me(lookingbackather):"Hi"

Sheignoresmerollinghereyeswithattitudeas

Truegetsin

Helooksatme

True:"love,thisisLelethu,LelethisisNaomimy

wife"

Me:"heyLelethu"

Lelethu:"hi"

Me:"howareyou"

Lelethu:"fine"

Shewasarudeone

IlookatTrueasheclearshisthroatandstarts

driving,itwasaweirdquietdrive,it'sneverthis

quietinacarwithTrueandI,thiswasveryawkward



Me:"thedoctorcalledme"

Icouldn'ttakethissilenceanymore

True:"ohyeah?Wasn'tshesupposedtocontactyou

afterthreedays?It'sbeenaweeknow"

Me:"yeah,shewasprobablybusy,butshesaidIcan

goseeheranytimethisweekpreferablyassoonas

possible"

True:"mmhokay,we'lltalkmoreaboutthislater

okay?"

Ilookathimashepointsatthebackwithhiseyes

Me:"ohhokaythen"

Hishandwasrestedonmythighasheboughtitup

tomybellybrushingit

Itakehishandintominelockingthem.

Truewashummingasong

AfterawhilelisteningtohimIrealizedwhatsong

hewashumming

Me:"Friendsdon'tcallyouinthemiddleofthenight



Couldn'teventellyouwhy

Theyjustfeltlikesaying"hi"

Friendsdon'tstandaround,playingwiththeirkeys

Findingreasonsnottoleave

Tryingtohidethechemistry...."

Helaughsandstartssingingitoutloudwithme

TrueandI(singing):"Drivealittletooslow,takethe

longwayhome

Getalittletooclose

Wedo,butfriendsdon't...."

Me(laughing):"youstillrememberthatsong?"

True:"it'sbeenmyfavoritesongeversince,Ican't

getitoutofmymind,Iplayiteverymorningonmy

waytowork"

Me(blushing):"ncwooo,istheWAPsongalsostuck



onyourmind?"

Helaughsshakinghishead

True:"hellno(brushingmyinnerthigh)butyour

Wapis...

Me:"sshhhTrue!....

Iholdhismouthclosingitasweburstintolaughter

Weplaysomemusicaswesangalongtosome

songsandmadesillyconversationgoofingaround

andlaughingatnothing,forawhileIforgotwewere

notaloneinthecaraswewerebeingflirtyand

touchy.

.

.

.
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Iwasatworkworkingmymorningshift,Spurisnot

toobusyduringthedayspeciallyduringtheweek,

it'sintheeveningswhereitgetspackedmosttimes.

Iwasstandingbytheentrancewaitingfor

customerstoserve.

IspotJordancomingtowardstherestaurant,I

smileatherasshereachestheentrance

Jordan:"hey"

Me:"hey,whatareyoudoinghere?"

Jordan:"cameforanicelunch,heardtherewas

goodcustomerserviceherefromaveryhotwaiter"

IlaughasIhandherthemenus

Me:"tableforone?"

Jordan:"yesplease"

Ileadhertoatablefortwoastheonesforonewere

finished

Jordan:"thankyou"

Me:"canIbringyouadrinkwhileyoudecideonyour

order?"



Jordan:"hmmwhatwouldyousuggestagirllikeme

hastodrink?"

Me(smiles):"there'saspecialcocktailonoursecret

menu,I'dsuggestitforyou"

Jordan:"y'allhavesecretmenu?"

Me:"yeswedo,youcanaskforsomethingthat'snot

onthemenuandifpossiblewecanfixitupforyou"

Jordan:"Ididn'tknowthat,mhhperksofhaving

friendswhoworkinhighplaces"

Ilaugh

Me:"ohpleasedon'tmesswithme,I'llberightback"

IgotothekitchenandhaveherdrinkpreparedasI

serveher,IgetbusywithothertablesasIkeep

checkinguponher.

.

.

.
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Wefinallyreachedthedoctorasweallheaded

inside,wedidn'thavetowaitinthelineasTruehad

madeanappointment,sowewerejustwaitingfor

thepatientthedoctorwasbusywith,itwasa

differentdoctorthistime,agynaecologist,true

madesureitwasonethatsheknewnothingabout

ashedidn'ttellherwhichdoctorhe'dtakehertoo.

Iwon'tlie,thefactthatshedidn'tfighthimon

cominghereormadeafussreallyscaredme,she

couldbereallypregnant,whyelsewouldshebethis

chilledandcooperativeaboutcomingtothedoctor

Wewereholdinghandsashewasplayingwithmy

fingerswhilewaiting,shewassittingacrossus.

Ilookedathim,IwasreallyscaredI'msurehecould

hearmyheartbeat,thiswomanlooksvery

determinedandveryangry,she'sreallypreparedin

stayingwithTrueanddoesn'tseemlikeshehasthe

intentionsofleaving.



Hecupsmyfaceasifhecouldhearmythoughts

True:"wewillbefine"

Me:"youpromise?"

True:"Ican'tpromise,butIpromisewe'llmakeit

throughanythingifweworktogether"

InodagreeingasIrestmyheadonhisshouldermy

eyeslandonherandthelookinhereyesonmeis

thatofanangrybullabouttoattack,itwaseviland

veryunsettling,Ifeltmystomachturnasfear

crippledin,Ilookedawayfromherlookingatmy

handsasTruewasrubbingthemgentlykeepingmy

focusthere.

"MrMaseko"

Ilookupasthedoctorcallsforhim

HegetsupasIremainseated

True:"you'llwaitouthere"

Me:"okay"

Hepecksmylipsashecallslelethutogetup,finally

Inoticethenervesonherfaceasshewasbeing



hesitant

Lelethu:"arewereallygoingtodothisNiso?You

reallydonotbelieveme?"

Niso?WhoisNiso?Whydoeshecallhimthatand

whydon'tIknowthatname,orisitamadeup

nicknameshecallshim

True:"Lelethuplease,wedon'thavetimeforthis"

Shehesitantlyfollowsbehindhimastheyheadin

theoffice.

Ileanbackonthechairwaiting,I'veneverbeenone

forprayer,butIwassecretlyprayingthat,that

womanisnotpregnant

I'veseenmaturedmenactingverystupidfor

pregnantwomen,I'mnotreadyforastupidTrue

who'scontrolledbyawomanallinthenameof

"she'scarryingmybaby"

Iwon'tbeabletohandleit,hecouldjustforget

aboutme.

Afterhoursofwaiting,Ievenfellasleep,that'show

longittook,theyfinallycameout,Icouldn'ttell



whattheyfoundoutinthereastheirexpression

werebothstoic.

Iwalkuptothem

Me:"whathappened?"

True:"canwegethomefirst,we'lltalk"

Hesayswithalittlesmile

Me:"okay"

Ididn'tknowwhattothinkorexpectandtherideto

hisplacewastortureastherewascompletesilence,

ItriedtoreadTruebuthewasjustneutral,he

seemedasthoughhehadalotinhismind,myheart

wassinkingindeepoceansasIfeltchestpains

everyminutejustthinkingaboutwhatcould've

possiblyhappenedinthathospital.Ireallyhopewe

goingtohelpherpackhershitandgo,andhe's

disappointedbecausesheliedtohim,itfeltlikehe

wasdrivinglikeasnailasTheanticipationwas

killingme.

.

.
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IknockedoffandwedroveoffasIfollowedbehind

her,wegottoanicehouse,itwasn'ttoobigor

small,itwasjustanormalsizedhouse,butitlooked

verybeautifulasithadaglasswallonthewhole

frontofit.

Isatbythecouchasshemademefoodinthe

kitchen

Me:"isthisyourownplace?"

Jordan:"No,it'sDad'sapartment,helivedhere

beforehemarriedmom,thentheylefttheir

apartmentsandboughtanewhouseasafamily,so

nowuskidsusetheirapartmentswhenwejust

wanttothrowpartiesorinvitefriends,mybrotheris

usingmom'sflatandtherestofusareusingthis

one,sofornowit'sstillfreeaseveryoneisatour



mainhouse"

Me(nodding):"ohhIseethat'sprettycool,it'sstillin

goodcondition"

Jordan:"yeah,it'sonlybeentenyearssincemy

parentshavebeenmarried"

Me:"ohhthat'swhyit'sstillfresh...waitsothey've

beendatingallthoseyearstheyhadyouandyour

siblings?"

Jordan:"they'vehadarockyrelationshiptosaythe

least"

Me:"ohokay,letmenotgetdeeper"

Welaughasshebringsmefood

Me:"andshecancook,finallyafriendthatcancook,

Bambicouldn'teven....

ItrailoffasIchokeonmyspit

Me:"thefoodlooksgood"

Jordan:"thanks,youweresayingBambiandthe

kitchenwerenotgoodfriends?"

Ilaughthinkingabouttheveryfirsttimeshecooked



forme

Me(smiling):"notatall,butshemadeamean

sandwich"

Jordan(smiling):"isit?"

Me:"noonecouldoutdoheronthat"

Jordan:"whydon'tyoureachouttoher,it'sobvious

thatyoureallymissher"

Ishakemyhead

Me:"she'sinahappyrelationship,Idon'twantto

causeanyproblems,she'sbetteroffwithoutmein

herlife...Ineedtofocusonmeandgettingmylife

ontrack,I'mwaitingformydegreeinafewweeks

andstartbuildingmyprofessionalcareerthatI've

studiedsohardfor,becomesomethingandmake

somethingoutofmyself,I'mtiredofhandoutsfrom

people,Iwanttobesuccessful,onceI'vereacheda

certainlevelofwealth,Iwanttohaveafamilyofmy

own...I'vebeenthroughsomuchshitandIknowit's

notabouttogeteasier,mylifehasalwaysbeen

embarrassing,thatI'mnotevenembarrassedabout

itanymore,I'lldoanythingbutwhatI'llneverdois



gobacktothestreetsagain,andI'llmakesureno

childofmineevergoesthroughwhatIwent

through"

Jordan:"Icanseeit,allthatpainyoubottlingup,I

hearitinyourvoice,it'sgoingtogetbetter"

IsmileasIwipeatearoffswallowingthelumpon

mythroat,Itakeaspoonfulputtinginmymouth

Me:"mmh,ittastesgoodtoo"

Shegigglesblushingaswecontinueeatingand

talkingaboutotherstuff

.

.

.
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Iparkthecaraswefinallygettothehouse



IopenthedoorforLelethubeforegoingaroundto

NaomibutsheopensitbeforeIgettoit,Icouldtell

shewasinamoodprobablyabitmad,weall

headedtothehouse.

ItriedtokeepmycoolbutIwasveryfuriousand

honestlydidn'tknowhowIwasevengoingtosort

thisout.

NaomisatbythedinningchairsasLelethusatby

thelounge,IsatacrossNaomi

Me:"Lelethu,comethisside"

Shewalkeduptothedinningroomsittingonthe

chairnexttomine,Igotupandsatatthemainchair

onsideofthetable

Me:"Iguessweneedtotalkaboutwhathappenedat

thedoctor'sandwhatwefoundout"

Naomilooksatmeinanticipation

MyheartbeatincreasedasIwastryingtofindthe

wordstosay

Me:"soitturnsoutLelethuisindeedpregnant"

Herfacedropsinafrowndisheartened



Me:"Love...

Shelooksatme

Naomi:"uhm...

Me:"I'mstilltryingtowrapmyheadarounditmyself

(lookingatLelethu)becauseIdon'tunderstandhow

onegotpregnantwhenweweresocareful,I'mnot

evensureifit'smineandsheknowswhy"

Lelethu:"soyousayingIgotmyselfpregnant?I

barelyknowanyonehere,Ihardlyeverwentoutof

thishousewithoutyou,actuallyI'veneverwentout

withoutyouonlyAmandawouldcomeandvisit

me..wemadethisbabyTruetogetherorhaveyou

forgottenourblissfulnightsoflovemaking?"

Naomi:"congratulationsonyourbaby,itdoesn't

matterhowthepregnancycameaboutnowwhether

whodidn'tputthecondomandwhodidn'tdrinkthe

pills,sexhappenedandnaturetookit'scoursesoall

wecandoisacceptandmoveon,youcanfigure

outhowthebabycameaboutonyourowntime,

nowwe'lljusthavetotalkaboutthewayforward

andwhathappensfromhere(lookingatTrue)you



havetwopregnantwomeninfrontofyou,what

now?"

Lelethu:"allIknowisthatI'mnotgoinganywhere,I

deservethesametreatmentNaomiandherwillbe

gettingduringherpregnancy"

Isighbrushingmyfacelookingatthetwowomenin

frontofmewaitingformetosaysomething

.

.

.
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Naomi:"Love?...

Ilookather

Naomi:"saysomething"

HonestlythiswasconfusingI'veneverencountered

anythinglikethisandIdidn'tknowhowtodealwith

it,ofcauseIknowthingslikethishappenbutthisis

reallife,thisisnotamovieandIcan'tthinkoract

likeonewouldinamovie,thisismylifeandmy

babiesaregrowinginthesewomen'sbellies,Ineed



thembothonmysightmakingsurenothingbad

happenstothemwhilecarryingmyblood.Thisis

nothowIimaginedhavingmyfamily,IwishGod

cangivemethewisdomformetodealwiththis

wisely.

Me(sighs):"okay,Ineedtothink,Ineedtimetothink

abouthowallthiswillworkout,we'llcontinuethis

meetinganothertime,justnotnow,I'mfeelingalot

ofthingsrightnowandIcan'tthinkstraight,canI

justgetmyspaceplease"

Igetupfromthetableandwalkupstairstomy

bedroom

Myheartwasbeatingabnormallyaspainfilledfrom

mychestallthewayuptomythroat.

Tearsfelldownfrommyface,whydothingshave

tofirstgetsohardandcomplicatedformebefore

theygetbetter,don'tIdeserveanypeace,howdoI

evenstartdealingwithtwopregnantwomen.

Therewasasoftknockonmydoor

Me:"notnowplease"



"Truepleaseletmein"

Itwasthepaininhervoice,God,Ireallydon'twant

tolosethiswoman,youknowhowstronglyIfeel

abouther,sowhyareyouworkingagainstus?I

knowI'mtheonewhohadsexwithanotherwoman,

butdidyouhavetoblessherwithmychild?Isthis

thepunishmentofsexbeforemarriage?Ishould've

waitedformarriage.

Me:"comein"

Sheopensthedoorandclosesitthenmakesher

waytowardsmewithasadface,shegetsonthe

bednexttomeandgivesmeawarmhug

Me:"I'msosorry...

Naomi:"sshhhdon'tsayanything,justletmehold

you"

IholdherbacklyingonhertenderbreastsasIwas

betweenherlegs

IwantedtoletitalloutandcryonherbutIfucked

upandI'mtheonethathurthersoIhadtosuckit

up,soIheldbacktheurgeandjustclosedmyeyes



asIwentabitdowntolaymyheadonherbellyand

listenedtothelittleheartbeatinhertummyitwas

insyncwithhismother

Me:"mylittlemanisgoingstronginthere"

Naomi:"hegetsitfromhisdaddy"

Ilookupather,whywasshestillbeingnicetome,

socaringwhenI'vemadesuchaterriblemistake

Me:"youstillloveme?"

Naomi(chuckles):"whatkindogquestionisthat?"

Me:"ImeanIknowhowmuchthishurtyouandyou

probablymadatme"

Naomi:"yesboththoseassumptionsaretrue,butit

happens,it'snotlikeweweretogetherwhenit

happened,thatwould'vebeenadifferentstory"

Me:"Iwassocareful,IknowIwasshemust've

manipulatedwiththecondomsorsomething,I

reallydon'tunderstand"

Naomi:"didthedoctordoanultrasound?Hearthe

heartbeat?"



Me:"hedideverything,Imadehimdoitthreetimes

tomakesure,butheshowedmethefetus,she's

reallypregnant"

Naomi:"howfaralongisshe?"

Me:"she'sthreeweeksalmostamonth"

Naomi(sighs):"soyoureallyarehavingtwins,we

mightgivebirthatthesametime"

Me:"Ihatethatit'shappeningthisway,it'slikeGod

answeredmyprayersabouthavingkids,but

obviouslyhehadtomakeitcomplicatedlikeevery

otherblessingshegives"

Naomi:"areyousureshedidn'tcheatonyou?"

Me:"asshe'ssaid,she'sneverleftthishouse

withoutme,shedoesn'tknowherwayaroundhere

andit'snotlikeshecouldjustcommunicatewith

neighborshereoverthesehighwalls,she'dhang

outwithAmandasometimesshewouldn'tgeta

chancetocheatwithheraround,Amandawouldtell

me"

Naomi:"wouldshe?"



Ifrownlookingather

Me:"yesshewould"

Sheshrugshershoulders

Naomi:"ifyousayso"

Imoveawayfromher

Me:"youdon'tthinkmysisterwouldhelpmyfiance

cheatonmewouldyou?"

Naomi:"youmeanyourexfiance...andIdon'tknow,

Iwasjustasking,ImeanIdon'treallyknowher"

Me:"exactlyyoudon'tknowher,Iknowher,andI

knowshe'dneverdosomethinglikethat"

Naomi:"okay,noneedtogetallworkedupaboutit,

itwasjustaquestion"

Me:"yeahwellitwasastupidquestion"

Shekeepsquietandshrugs

Itakeherhandbutsheyanksitoff

Me:"I'msorry...

Naomi:"it'sfine,she'syoursisterandit'snatural



thatyou'dwanttoprotecther"

Me:"Ishouldn'thavesnappedatyoulikethat

though"

Naomi:"youstressed,Idon'texpectyoutobesweet

allthetime"

Ipullhertomeasshegetsontopofmesittingon

mylapwithmylegsbetweenhers,shewrapsher

armsaroundmyneckandIpullherinforakiss,we

sharealongkissasIgrowhardunderher,she

breaksitoff

Naomi:"nowwhatwillwedoabouther?Itseemsas

thoughshewon'tbeleavingyourhouseanytime

soon"

Me:"I'mafraidifIchaseheroutorfindheranother

apartment,she'llharmmybaby,Ineedtokeepmy

eyesonheratalltimes,IneverthoughtLelewas

suchapsychothatshe'dthreatenaninnocent

child"

Naomi:"womenwoulddocrazythingsforaman

theyloveorwant,samegoesformen"



Me:"wouldyoumindifshestayshere?"

Naomi:"nowthat'sastupidquestion"

Iclosemyeyesindefeat

Me:"Iknow....

Naomi:"ifshe'snotleaving,thenI'mnotleavinguntil

youfigureoutawaytogetridofher,Iwon'tbe

visitingyouinhotelslikesomesidechick,andifI'm

nothere,she'lltakeadvantageofyou,tryingto

seduceyouandstealyoufromme,IthinkIshould

moveinaswell"

Me:"youright,Ithinkyoumovinginwillbebetterso

Icankeepacloseeyeonyou,Iwasgoingtoask

youinadifferentapproach,amoreromanticwayin

aweekortwowhenIwassureshe'dbeoutofthe

housebecauseIhonestlythoughtshewasn't

pregnant,butIguessithappenedlikethis"

Naomi:"I'mscaredTrue...

Me:"Iknow,Ididn'texpectustobetestedatsuch

anearlystageofourrelationship,Iwantedusto

enjoythispart,takeyouondates,goonbeacations,



showyouthethebeautyofthisworld,getmarried,

thenstartourfamily"

Naomi:"wecanstillhaveallofthat,Lelethubeing

pregnantdoesn'thavetochangeourplans,she's

notsickordisabled,shejustpregnant,yeahsure

maybewestartedourjourneybackwards,it'snota

trainsmash,aslongasweremaintruetoourselves

andourrelationshipthere'snothingthatcould

comebetweenus,IseethatLelethuisonamission,

soIneedyoutobestrongerthaneverrightnow,

don'tletherfoolyou,Iknowshecanusethisbaby

againstyouandmakeyoudancetohertune,butif

youlistentome,andchoosemefirstnomatter

whatasyoupromised,shewillnotwin,thisisour

chancetoprovehowmuchwereallyloveeach

other,it'sbeenwordswordswords,nowwe'llhave

toputthisloveintoaction,canwedothat?"

Inodagreeing

Me:"wecandothat"

Shecupsmyfacebrushingmybeard

Naomi:"pleasedon'tbreakmyheart"



Me:"I'dneverdoitintentionally"

Naomi:"thethingsshesaidtomedowntherewhen

youleftus....thisgirlwilldoeverythinginherpower,

plusshealreadyhasyourfamily'strust,I'mnothing

withoutyouinthisbattle,ifyouslipawayfrommy

handthenourlovewilldieandshe'llwin,Ineedyou

tobeonmysideTrue"

Me:"I'monyourside,that'llneverchange,I'dnever

letanythingoranyonehurtyou"

Naomi:"Itrustyou"

Me:"wait,whatdidshesaytoyouwhenIleft?"

Naomi(shakingherhead):"itdoesn'tmatter,she

wasjusttryingtohurtme"

Me:"itdoesmatterifshewastryingtohurtmygirl"

Naomi:"Idon'twanthertothinkIcan'tstandupfor

myself"

Me:"andIdon'twanthertothinkshecanjust

bullshitmywifeanyhowandgetawaywithit,

withoutmestandingupforher"

Naomi:"True...



Me(sterntone):"Newton"

Naomi:"shesaid,she'llneverleavethishouseuntil

shedrivesmeoutofyourlifeandIshouldsleep

withoneeyeopenandhopeIcarryfullterm,she

saidshe'llmakemylifealivinghellinthishouse

andshewon'tletakidtakeherman"

Iwasboilinginangerreadytoburstasmyheart

beatincreased

Me:"I'llgohaveawordwithher"

Naomi:"Truetrytocontroltheangerplease"

Me:"ohI'llcontrolitalright"

Imakemywayoutasshetriestostopmeholding

myarm

IwalkdownasIfeltheatcomingoutmyears,This

womanhadsomenerve!IfIknewLelethuhadsuch

acoldheartIwould'veneveragreedonmarrying

her!Peoplereallychangewhentheygrowolder,she

wasthenicestgirlinthatorphanage.

Me(shoutingfuriously):"wherethehellisshe!"

Naomi(pleading):"Love!...



Ifindherchillingcomfortablybythecouch

watchingamoviewithafleeceoverher

Igrabherarmpullinghertostandupasshe

screams

Lelethu:"oouchyouhurtingme"

Me:"getyourassupandsaythewordsyousaidto

Naomitomyface!...

Lelethu:"I..I...

Me(shouts):"SAYTHEMTOMYFACE!!...

Shestartlescrippledwithfearasshefallstothe

flooronherbutt

Lelethu(fearfully):"Niso...please...I'msosorry,I

didn'tmeanwhatIsaid"

Me:"whatdidyousay!!Sayittome...I'veneverlaid

handsonawomanbutIsweartoGodifyoudon't

repeatyourwordsI'lldosomethingI'llregret"

Naomi(holdingmyarm):"Love,please...

Iyankheroffme

Me:"Naomipleasestandback"



Shemovesaway

Me:"doyoufeellikesleepingoutsidetonight?It'sa

nicerainynight"

Lelethu(crying):"IonlysaidI'lldoanythingtoget

youbackasmine...ifitmeanthurtingherIwould"

Me:"soyouthreatenedtohurtmywoman,inour

house!?Whothefuckdoyouthinkyouare!?Telling

hersheshouldsleepwithoneeyeopen!?Guess

who'llbesleepingwithoneeyeopentonight!?...

Sheshakesherheadshakinginfear

Lelethu:"NonopleaseI'msorry...

IgrabherarmasIwalktowardsthedoorthatgoes

tothebackyard,Islideitopenandpushheroutnot

toohardforhertofall,Islidethedoorclosedand

lockitasshebangsonthetransparentslidingdoor

Lelethu(cryinghysterically):"True!!Pleaseletmein!!

IpromiseI'llbenice!!Iwon'teversayordoanything

tohurtherplease!!...

LuckilytherainwaspouringhardasifitknewI'd

needit,theshelterwasn'tenoughtoblockitasthe



rainreachedthedoorbecauseitwaswindy

Lelethu:"I'mcold,please,letmein...

Me:"let'sseehowyoufeelsleepingwithoneeye

open,IwishIhadpitbulls,I'dletthemout,nxa!"

IwalkbacktotheloungewhereNaomiwas

standingwatchinginterror

Ibrushherarmscalmingherdown

Me:"I'msorryyouhadtoseemelikethat"

Naomi:"areyoureallygoingtolethersleepout

there?"

Me:"I'mnotamonster,butsheshouldsufferabitto

learnalesson"

Shesighslookingintomyeyes

Naomi:"wouldyoueverdosomethinglikethattome,

ifIpissyouoff?"

Me:"never,I'dneverdothattoyou,therearemany

waysI'dpunishyou,butnotlikethat,that'stheonly

reasonablewaytopunishadisrespectfulwoman

whothreatensmygirl"



Asmileslowlyformsonherfaceasshewrapsher

armsaroundmyneck

Naomi:"nexttimeletmefightformyself"

Me:"therewon'tbeanexttimeifsheknowswhat's

goodforher,butokay,I'llletyoufightforyourself,if

itdoesn'tangerme,whichIdoubtanythingthat

hurtsyouwon'tangerme"

Shewasstillbangingthedoorlookinginside

beggingforustoletherinandapologizingnonstop.

IlookattheTVscreen

Me:"lookslikeanicemovieshewaswatching"

Ipresstheremoteanditwasalmosthalfway

Me:"let'sfinishitforher"

Naomi(laughing):"youaresobad"

Wesitbythecouchputtingthefleeceoveruswith

herbetweenmylegsassherestsonmychestwith

herback

Naomi:"whenwillyouletherin?"

Me:"afterthemovie"



Naomi:"it'sanhourandthirtyminutesleftofit"

Me:"Iwishitwaslonger"

Welaughasshehitsmyleg

Naomi:"Ijusthopethebabywillbefine"

Me:"thebabyisniceandwarminhertummy,

nothingwillhappen,it'sstillafetus"

Sheholdsmyarmsthatwerewrappingaroundher

neck

Naomi:"younotevengoingtoclosethecurtains?"

Me:"letherwatchusfinishhermovie"

Ilookbythedoorandshewasstandingtherelikea

serialkillerinahorrormovie

IkissNaomi'sheadmassagingherboobs,herhand

sneaksuptomydickbrushingit,Iturnheraround

asweshareakiss,shesitsonmylapwithherlegs

oneithersideasshekissesmetakingcontrol,she

helpsmetakeoffmypantsandIhelphertakeoff

hers,mydickwashardeventwitchingandthe

thoughtofLelethuwatchingusturnedmeonso

bad,Iwantedtoputonashowforher,Iwonderedif



she'llgethornywatchingus

Me(whisperinginherear):"rememberwhenItold

youaboutmyfantasies?"

Naomi:"letmeguess,oneofthemishaving

someonewatchwhileyouhavesex?"

Me:"yeah,areyouokaywiththatorshouldIclose

thecurtains?"

Naomi:"Iwouldn'tbeontopofyouifIwasn'tokay

withit....plussheshouldknowthatthisdickismine

andyouaremyman"

Igetupsittingupstraightonthecouchasshesits

ontopofme,Islideinmydickslowlyherpussy

gripsonmydickperfectlyasshestartsmovingup

anddown

Herboobswerebouncingupanddownrightonmy

faceasIkeptmassagingthemandsuckingon

them,shewasgoingtoslowformesoIfuckedher

fromunderneathincreasingthepace,Istoodup

pickingherupwithme,theIslippedoutturnedher

aroundandbentheroveronthecouchstickingher

assup,Ithrustedinandoutrepeatedlyandslowly



Naomi(moaning):"fasterdaddy!...

Iincreasedthepaceaswechangedpositiongetting

ontopofherwhileshelaidonherback

.
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Iwaswokenupbythewarmthofafidgetingbody

beneathme,Iopenmyeyestofindhercuddledup

againstme,shelookedmorebeautifulinhersleep.

Ikissherforehead

Itrytogetoutoftheentanglementthatwas

happeningbetweenusasIgetoffthebed,itwas

nicespendingthenightwithher,wedidn'thavesex

butwedidtalkandcuddlewhilebingeingseries



Ishookhergently

Me:"Jordy...wakeup"

Sheopenshereyesandsmileslookingatme

beforehidingherfaceonthepillow

Me(smiling):"goodmorning"

Jordan:"goodmorning"

Me:"Iwasabouttotakeashower"

Jordan:"youworking?"

Me:"nottoday,Iwanttospendthedaywithyou,do

somethingfun"

Shesitsupwithabigsmile

Jordan:"asinlike,adate?"

Me(smiling):"yes,asinlike,adate"

Jordan:"why?"

Me:"whatdoyoumeanwhy?"

Jordan:"Ithoughtyoudidn'tlikemelikethat"

Me:"yougotitwrong,Idolikeyou,likethat,butI

wasjustholdingback,Idon'twanttomakethe



samemistakesagain,thistimeI'mgoingtoclaim

thegirlIlike,nomorefriendzones,unlessIdon'tlike

you,likethat"

Shesmilesgettingoffthebed,Ipullhercloserto

meholdingheraroundherwaist

Me:"willyougoonadatewithme?"

Jordan(blushing):"yes,I'dlovetogoonadatewith

you"

Me:"thankGod,Ithoughtyou'drefuse"

Jordan(hitsmychest):"ohplease"

Me:"youcanstartbyjoiningmeintheshower"

Jordan:"Idon'tthinkI'dbeabletohandlethatmuch

temptationifwenotgoingtohavesex"

Me(smiling):"I'llhelpyou"

Ipickherupshewasliteasafeather

WewerenakedintheshowerasIwaswashingher

back

Jordan:"mmhthatfeelssogood"



Iwrapmyarmsaroundherfromthebackwashing

hertummyallthewayuptoherboobs,sherests

herheadonmychestwithhereyesclosed,Iletgo

ofthetowelandbrushthesoapalloverherusiny

hand,Islidedowntohersmoothlyshavedpunani

rubbingitwiththefoamofthesoap,shemoansas

shearchesherback,mydickgrowshardwhile

playingwithherfolds,Ipushherbackforward

makingherbendoverabitassheholdsontothe

wall,Irubmydickalongherbuttcrackalltheway

downtoherpussy,itwasniceandslipperybecause

wewerewet,Iopenedtheshowerwatertoriseoff

thesoapasIgentlythrustedin,shegaspsaloud

moanasIstartthrustinginandout,fuck,I'venever

fuckedwhitepussyanditwasasgoodandtightas

therumorsI'veheardaboutwhitepussy

Me:"Fuckbabe,yourpussytight....

Jordan(moaninginpleasure):"mmhhyeahhfuck

meharder...

Ipullherlegupovermyarm,makingmoreroomas

Iincreasethepacepoundingherhardashermoans

filledthebathroom,thefloorwasslipperyasitwas



hardtokeeponepositionsoIturnedheraround

pinningheragainstthewalllockingherbetweenmy

armasIcontinuedfuckingher,herhandswereall

overtheplaceasshedidn'tknowwheretoputthem,

IkissedherlipsandIfeltmydicktwitchinsideher,I

wentonstrongerchangingmotionshopingtomake

hercumfirstbeforeburstingasIfeltmyselfgetting

soclose,afterafewsecondsshemoanedoutloud

releasing,IdidnotwasteanymoretimeasIletgo

andpulledoutreleasingontheflooroftheshower.

Wesharedakissandcontinuedshowering

.

.

.

NAOMI
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.
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Ilazilyopenedmyeyespickingupmyheadfroma

sweatychest,Iwipeoffmydroolfromhim,I



couldn'topenmyeyesproperlyasthesunwas

cominginstrongfromthedoor,shit!Wefellasleep

onthecouch,Ilookathimandhewasoutout,in

deepsleep,healwaysstrugglestowakeup

Everytimewe'vehadanallnighteroffucking,he

sleepslikeababyandTrueisusuallyanearlybird,

heshould'velongleftforworkbutweoversleptas

usual.

Ikisshimalloverhisfacethesamewayhealways

wakesmeup,alazysmileformsonhisfaceasI

peckhislips,hewrapshisarmsaroundmepulling

mebackforalongerkiss

Me:"goodmorning"

True(sleepydeeptone):"morning"

Me:"don'tyouhaveworktoday?"

True(eyesstillclosed):"Ido"

Me(peckinghislips):"wakeup"

Isitupstillonhim

Itakehishandspullinghimupbuthewastoo

heavyashelethimselfgoonpurpose



hepullsmebackontohischest,Ilaughgettingup

andpullinghimashegetsupwrappinghisarms

aroundmywaistandrestinghisheadonmychest,

hewaslazytowakeup

True:"let'sgotothebedroom"

MyheartskipsabeatasIlookoutside

Me:"True!Wedidn'tletherin!"

Igetupwearingmyclothesthatwerescatteredon

thefloor

True:"shit,Itotallyforgot"

Heputsonhisunderwearonlyandheadstothe

door,wefindhersleepingbythepoolchairsunder

theumbrellastand,Istandbythedoorashewalks

uptoher,hegentlyshakesherwakingherup,she

getsupwithaterrifiedexpressionassoonashe

seesTrue

Lelethu:"I'msorry,pleaseI'velearntmylesson"

True:"I'mnotgoingtohurtyou,areyouokay?"

Hehelpshergetupassheburstsintotears,Ifeel

theurgetorollmyeyesasTruepullsherintohis



chestcomfortingher

True:"don'tcry"

Shewrapsherarmsaroundmynakedmangetting

comfortableinhisarms,hepushesheroffand

leadshertothehouse

True:"gotakeawarmbathandmakeyourselves

comfortable"

Shestopsassoonasshereachesmelookingatme

withthatevileye

Lelethu:"I'msorryaboutwhatIsaidtoyou"

Shesayswithapretentiousapologeticexpression

Me:"okay"

Shewalkspastmeandupthestairs

Truewalksuptomehuggingmeashepicksmeup

andweheadtothekitchen,heputsmeonthe

counter

True:"wedidn'thavedinnerlastnight,youmustbe

starving"

Me:"justalittlebit"



True:"uhlet'sgowashourfacesfirst"

Heputsmeoverhisshoulderlikeabagofpotatoes

makingmegiggleasweheadtothebathroom

downstairs,wewashourfacesandrinseourteeth

withmouthwashasthetoothbrusheswereupstairs,

wewentbacktothekitchenasIpassedthelounge

pickinguphispants,IthrewthemathimasI

reachedthekitchen

Me:"pleasecoverupmyassets"

Hechucklesputtingonhispantsashestarts

cookingupastorm

True:"IfeelbadforleavingLeleoutthereallnightin

thatrain"

Me:"shedeservedit"

Helooksatmeshockedthenlaughs

True:"saystheonewhowastryingtostopmefrom

punishingher"

Me:"Ithoughtyouweregoingtohither,butputting

heroutwaswaymoresatisfying"

True:"yeahIguess,whatshedidwasunacceptable"



Me:"youneedtogetheroutofhereassoonas

possible,Idon'ttrustthatwoman,plusshe'sfrom

theEasternCape"

Helooksatme

True:"whatdoesthatmean?"

Me:"WomenfromEasternCapeknowwitchcraft"

Hechuckles

True:"ehhayike"

Me:"amIwrong?"

True:"yousayitlikeeverywomenfromthereare

witches,womenusewitchcraftalloverandnotall

women"

Me:"Iwaskidding,Ididn'tmeanyourspecialLele

willusewitchcraftonme"

True:"myspecialLele?"

Me:"yeahyourspecialLele"

True(chucklessarcastically):"Idon'tknowwhether

youtryingtostartanargumentorwhatbutI'mnot

goingtoentertainit"



Me:"youevencallherLele,andthewayyouhugged

heroutthere,wasthatnecessary?Andyouwere

halfnaked"

Helooksatmewithalittlesmirkonhisface

True:"areyoujealous?"

Me:"No"

Hewalksclosertomeclosingthegapbetweenus

True:"fine,I'llstopcallingherLeleandwillnever

huganotherwomanhalfnakedagain"

Me:"you'llneverhuganotherwomanperiod"

True:"I'llneverhuganotherwoman,period!"

WelaughasIwrapmyarmsaroundhisneckand

wekiss,someoneclearstheirthroatandwebreak

thekiss,hemovesfrommebacktothepots

True:"heyLele..Lelethu,I'mpreparingbreakfastfor

us,youcanwaitbytheloungeorbythedinning

table"

Lelethu:"okay,butI'dlikewaterfirst"

Heheadstothetappouringheraglassofwater



andhandsittoher,Imeanshecould'vedonethat

herselfbutIguesshewasstillapologeticaboutlast

night.

Shewaslookingbeautifulandsmelledreallynice

asshehadonalongbodyhuggingdressbutwas

loosebythelegs,shehadasexycurvybody,no

wonderTruecouldn'tresisther,shewasalso

beautifulonthefacehadclearcaramelskin,itfelt

likeanotherSbahleinmylife,theworstpartisthat

thesewomenarealwayssaymorebeautifuland

havebangingbodieswhileI'mstillinsecureabout

myslimstructure,havingheraroundherewillreally

messwithmyhead,I'malreadyfeelingsojealous

thatTruemightactuallystillseeherinthatmanner,

ofcausehedoes,ithasn'tbeenthatlongsincethey

brokeupandshe'shellaattractive,you'dswearshe

bathswithmilk,herskinwasgoals.

Lelethu(smiles):"thankyou"

Sheheadsoutheadingtothedinningroomasher

assbouncesupanddownoneaftertheother,Ilook

atTrueandhewasn'twatchingherwalkawayas

hisfocuswasbackinhispots.



Ihelpmymaninpreparingbreakfastanddishing

outforusbeforeweallweregatheredbythetable

enjoyinghisfood

True:"oh,I'vedecidedthatyoubothwillbestaying

hereuntilyoudelivermybabies,thenoncethat's

done,Lelethuwillmovetoherownplacewhere

she'llberaisingmychildwhichwillbeclosetome,

hopefullyaroundtheneighborhoodoranothernot

toofarfromhere,Iwanteasyaccesstomychild

andIhopewewon'thaveanybitterbabymama

drama,Idon'twantyoueverharassingmywifeor

me,let'srespecteachother,Ihopewe'llallbeable

togetalongforthefewmonths"

Me:"soyouthinkwecanallstayhereforeight

monthsinpeacewhenwecouldn'thavepeacein

lessthan24hrsinthesamehouse?"

True:"weallsawthepunishmentofanyonewho

causesdistressforanother,Ihopewecanall

respecteachothersothatnoonewillhavetosuffer

mywrathandIwillalsorespectyouasmygirlfriend

andyouasapregnantwoman,canwealldothat?"



IsighasIfeelmyheartsinkinpain

Me(confidently):"Fine,Icandothat,youcan

accompanymetogogetmyluggage"

True:"we'lldothatwhenIgetbackfromwork"

Me(smiling):"okay"

Lelethuremainssilenteatingherfoodasifshe's

notbeenlistening.

Hegetsupfromhischair

True:"letmegogetreadyforwork,Loveplease

comejoinme"

Igetupandleadthewayasweheadupstairstothe

room,hespanksmybutthardIscreamalittle

giggling

Me:"stop!...

.

.
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It'sbeentwoweekssinceI'vemovedinwithTrue

andLelethuandit'sbeenuncomfortabletosaythe

least

ImeanTruehasn'tchangedhestilltreatsmelike

hisqueenandhekeepshisdistancefromLelethu

theyhardlyevertalkashe'salwaysinthebedroom

ifhe'snotatwork,I'malsoneverinthehouse

duringthedayasIgoforphotoshoots,Iwas

sponsoredbyVictoriasecretandwasdoingshoots

fortheirlingerie,I'mstillworkingongettingwith

otherbrands,IloveNikeandwaswearingmoreof

theirstufftoberecognized,beingwithTrueforthis

shortperiodhadreallygainedmealotoffollowers

andrecognitionbydifferentbrands,myTikTok

followingwasonthepeakaswell,Iwasalso

workingontheBiskopthatIscaredaroleon,itwas

nicebeinginfrontofcamerasandIwasdoingit

moreoftennowasitwasnowbecomingmylife,I

didn'tthinkTruewouldpostmeonhissocialmedia

buthedoesandheletstheworldknowthathe



lovesme,hedoesn'tevenhidemyface,Iwasstilla

bitskepticalaboutpostinghimonmysocialseven

thoughmyfollowersknowaboutus,I'mnotas

confidentaboutourrelationshipasIwaseverseen

thewholelelethusaga,Ifeellikehe'sgoingtomess

up,shemakesmefeelinsecureaboutmyselfand

myrelationshipwithTruewhatifastimegoeshe

getsmoreattractedtoherthanme,whenhe'stired

ofmeandthesparkinourrelationshiphasdied

downbecauseofthepregnancy,whatifhe

connectsbetterwithLelethuthanme.Hehasn't

doneanything,yetIstillfeellikeI'mlosinghimto

herbecauseoffear.

AftermyphotoshootandcontentcreatingIcalled

Stellaforlunchatsomerestaurant.

WewerecatchingupandspillingalltheteaasIwas

tellingheraboutmytelenovelalife

Stella:"youneverfailtoamazeme,youagreedto

thatbullshitsetup?"

Me:"itfeltliketherightthingtodo,butnowI'mnot

sosure,Truehasbeenbehavingsowe'llnot



entertainingherbutmymindkeepsplayingtricks

onme,likewhatifhegoeshomeforlunchandthey

spendthedaystogetherwhileI'mnotinthehouse

theyjustreallygoodathidingitbecauseI'mnot

alwaysatthehouse,I'mnotalwaysaroundhimand

Idon'talwaysknowwhathe'supto"

Stella:"soundslikeyoudon'ttrustTrue"

Me:"it'skindahardtrustingmenaroundwomenlike

that,youhaven'tseenLelethu,she'sarealbeautI'm

sureyou'devenhaveacrushonher,abodytodie

forwellatleastformen,mencanneverresistthose

typeofwomen,ImeanZekewentbacktoSbahleso

manytimeseventhoughhewasn'tinlovewithher,

andnowhehasallthatasswalkingaroundhis

house24/7sometimesinbumshortsorsee

throughdresses,IknowTrueisnotblind,he'sa

manafterall"

Stella:"soyoucomparingTruetoZeke?"

Me:"No,I'mjustsaying,it'shardtobelievethatthey

notdoinganythingbehindmyback"

Stella:"thisisnotaboutTrueandLelethu,thisis



aboutyourtrustissuesandinsecurities,Ithinkalso

yousousedtopeopleleavingyouthatwhenfinally

someonechoosesyou,youdon'tknowhowto

handleit,inyourhead,youwaitingforTruetoscrew

up,todosomethingthat'llhurtyoubecauseyou

don'tknowhowtobelievethatyouareloved,Ithink

youshouldmoveoutofthathouseandgiveTrue

thebenefitofthedoubt,ifhelovesyou,hewill

comeupwithanothersetupthanthisridiculous

setuphecreated,nowomenhaseverdiedbecause

ofnotgettingfullsupportfrombabydaddy,infacta

veryhighpopulationofwomenaresinglemothers

andaredoingjustfineinlife,beingasingleparent

isevenatrendnowadays,what'ssospecialabout

thisLelethugirl,youneedtoputyourfootdownand

letTruechooseyou"

IsighlookingatmydrinkasItakeasipofit

Me:"whatifhedoesn'tchooseme,whatifhe

choosesher?Ifeellikethisiskarma,Idon'twantto

makehimchoose,thatneverendswellforus,we

justfoundeachotherandnowthis,again,there's

alwayssomethingEverytimewedecidetobe



togetherandit'salwayssomeoneelse"

Stella:"Iunderstandyourfrustrations,butyoucan't

livelikethis,youhavetoyourbabyfirst,thatlittle

girlorboyisnowyourpriorityandyoushouldfocus

onwhatwouldbehealthyforhim,astressful

environmentliketheoneyouin,isnotit"

Me:"youalwayshavethesmartestthingstosay,I

feelbadthatwedon'thangoutasoftenasI'dlike

usto"

Stella:"wechosebusylifestyles,Iseeyoudoing

verywellforyourself,I'mseeingyouallovermy

socialmedia,girlyouevencameoutonamagazine,

youaredoingthings,I'msoproudofyou"

Me(smiling):"thankyou,Ihavebeenputtingalotof

mytimeinbuildingmyname,IthoughtIwasgoing

togetaroleonthenewmovieTrueisworkingon,

butIguessourrelationshipjeopardizedmy

chancessincetheyhaven'tcalledyet"

Stella:"yeah,thepublicwillgoforyourheadson

thatoneifyougottherole,they'llsayyouonlygotit

becauseyousleepingwiththewriter"



Me:"Iknow,butitwasgoingtobemybigbreak,

doesthismeanIcan'tbeinmoviesthatTruemakes

justbecauseI'msleepingwithhim?Whataboutthe

Fergusons?Theywriteandactinthesamemovies,

BeyonceandJay-Zworkedtogetherwhilesleeping

witheachother,Idon'tthinkthatshouldbea

problem"

Sheshrugshershoulders

Stella:"maybetheyjustfoundsomeonebetter"

Me:"yeaahmaybe"

Ourfoodisfinallyservedaswedigin

Me:"what'sstressingmerightnowisthefactthatI'll

bespendingthisweekendwithDad,heaskedfora

weekendfrommelastweekbutsomuchwas

happeningsoIpromisedhimthisone,Trueand

Lelethuwillbeinthathousealoneallweekendand

onSundayshe'salwaysofffromwork,soLelethu

willgetthechancetodowhateveritisshe'sbeen

dyingtodowithmyman"

Stella:"don'tthinklikethat,justtrytotrusthim"



Me:"Itrusthim,it'sthatwitchIdon'ttrust"

Stella:"Istillcan'tbelieveyouhadsexwhileshewas

watchingthough(laughs)that'sevil"

Me:"honestlythatwasnotcoolIadmitbecause

despiteherbeinglikethat,sheisalsoinlovewith

himandI'dneverwanttowatchthemanIlovefuck

anotherwomanwhetherwetogetherornot,Iwas

justsopissedaboutthewayshespoketome,the

insults,theconfidenceinhertoneaboutbreaking

myrelationship,IwasfumingandIguessIwanted

toprovesomekindofpoint,butthewayshestill

talkstomeandlooksatmewhenTrueisnot

around,Idon'tregretit"

Shelaughsshakingherhead

Stella:"yourlifeissooointeresting,likewhoneedsa

TVwhenIhaveyouasafriend?"

Me(laughing):"youreallydon't,Ijusthopebeingwith

Dadfromtodaywillbetherapeuticandpeaceful"

Stella:"yeah,enjoyyourfather'scompany,thengo

backanddealwiththemessinthatcrazyhouseof

yours"



.

.

.

LELETHU

.

.

.

Iwaschillingintheloungeboredashell,Ihad

nothingmuchtodoaroundthishouseanditwas

veryquietinthisneighborhood,onlythingyou

couldhearwerebarkingdogsandshootingengines

ofsportcarsontheroad.

Ineededtogetapiecejobtogetmebusyandout

ofthishouse,Iwasstartingtofeellikeaprisoner,

beforeNaomishowedupitwasfunlivingwithTrue,

heusedtotakemeout,comehomeearlyfromwork

tocomecheckonme,calledmemanytimesduring

theday,Ineverfeltthisboredom.

Wesharedreallyspecialmoments,andforaminute

Ibelievedhereallylovedme,butwasstillconfused



bythisNaomi,justwhenhewasstartingtoaccept

thatshe'snotcomingback,startingtoopenupto

me,tohavedeeperfeelingswithme,thedayright

afterheconfessedthathewasstartingtofallfor

me,thisNaomikidshowsupourofnowhere.

IalsofellinlovewithTrueafewweeksaftergetting

toknowthemanversionoftheboyIgrewupwith,

hewaseverythingI'vebeenlookingfor,I'venever

feltthisstronglyaboutanyoneinmylifeandlosing

somethingthat'sbeensohardtofind,findingitin

myclosestoldfriendwaslikeheaventome.NowI

hadtoletitgo,justlikethat?Toakid?Askinnyass

2000kid,notLelethuMbhele.Iwasgoingtowinmy

mannomatterwhat.Thatlittlestuntshepulled

havingsexknowingthatIwasrighttherewatching

washeartwrenchingIwon'tlie,butshewillpay

greatlyforthat.

Truehasjustbeensodistantfromme,Ihardlyever

seehim,thatlittlegirlreallygothimtiptoeingand

careful.

ButIoverheardthemtalkinglikeshehadtogo

homethisweekend,Ijusthopeshereallydoes,this



willbemyopportunitytogetsomealonetimewith

Trueandworkmycurvesandcharmsonhim,the

sameonesthatmadehimbreakhisvowofus

waitingtogetmarriedbeforehavingsex,Trueisa

manandwhenitcomestobumshe'sweak,he's

justreallygoodatavoidingtemptationlikehowhe's

beendoinghidingfrommeinhisroombecausehe

knowsIknowhisbuttonsanddoesn'twanttohurt

hismostprecious.We'llseehowwellheavoidsme

thisweekend,Iwanthertocomebackonthat

Sundaynightandfindushavingsexrightonthat

samecouchtheywerehavingsexonorbetteryetin

thebedthattheyshareatnight,that'llbewaymore

satisfying.

Myphonerangandmydeliverywasfinallyhere.

Iheadouttothegatemeetingupwiththewoman

bythegate,shehandedmemyplasticandIgave

herthemoney,wepartedwithoutexchangingany

words.

Ilookedatthelittlefoldednewspapersandbottles

withdifferentherbs,Ismileproudlytomyself,now

it'stimetogettotherealfightingfortheman,these



citygirlsknownothingaboutfightingforaman,

theydon'tknowthesethings,plusNaomiistoo

white,Idon'teventhinkshebelievesinanything

seriously,she'snotaprayingpersonnorsomeone

whoknowsmuchaboutancestorsyoucanseeby

thethingsshetalksthatkusathuzanoko(shestilla

baby)akathethintoebhadlileyomarnshe'stoo

childishandplayfulwithTrueasaresultIdon'tsee

himtakingherouttohisseriousbusinessfunctions

orniceglamoursdates,theyalwaysinthishouse

lockedinthatroomhavingsex,youcantellshe's

stillyoungshe'sstillverycrazyaboutsexandis

alwaysinthemood,allIknowisTrueisnow

grownandwilleventuallygettiredofthesexallthe

timeandwillwanttodoseriousthings,otherways

ofintimacyandallsheknowsasintimacyissex.I'll

givehimwhatamanhisagewithhisgoalsreally

wants,Naomiisstillouttherefightingforher

dreamsfocusedonbuildinghername,I'llbehere

beingthewifehewantsinNaomiandwiththehelp

oftheseherbs,he'llnoticeitverysoon.

Ipassbythegardenguytrimmingthetrees,hewas



toplessshowingoffhisbiceps,ashisskinwas

glisteringfromthesinassweatrandownhisface,

hewipesitoffwithhisarmsashiseyeslandonme,

hesmilesandwavesatme,Ifrownlookingathim

upanddownbeforeheadingbackinside.

IpreparemyselfanotherbathjustsoIcanuse

thesesaltsandherbs,there'salsooneforsteaming

mypunani,itmakestheguystobesexuallydrawn

toyou,youcallouttheoneyouwantbutitdoesn't

meanthatothermenwon'tbedrawntoyou,they

willIjustneedtobecarefulcauseitcaneven

attractrapistsifI'mnotcareful,it'sbesttouseit

knowingyou'llbeindoorsandsafe,itlastsfivedays

beforeyouhavetosteamagain.I'veneverdone

anythinglikethisforanyman,I'veneverbelievedin

awomanfightingforamanIalwayshadittheother

wayaroundbutthere'safirsttimeforeverythingin

lifeIguess.

Aftermybathandusingmyspecialherbsonmyself,

Imixedsomeblackmuthiwithwaterinabowland

sprinkleditalloverthehouse,especiallyinthemain

bedroom.



AfterIwasdonewitheverythingIpreparedus

dinner,tothinkhechosesomeonewhocan'teven

cook,theydon'tletmecookforthemeventhoughI

offeredNaomisaidshewon'teatmyfoodsoTrue

preparesdinnerwhenhegetshomeafteralongday

atworkortheyordertakeaways,imagineaman

livinglikethat,Ihonestlydon'tunderstandwhat

attractedTruetothisGirlbutIwasgoingtodomy

besttoopenmyman'seyesandseewhathereally

deserves.

.

.

.

TRUE

.

.

.

AfteralongdayatworkIwasnowparkedoutside

thehouseasIwasonacallwithmybaby.

Me:"Iwantedtoseeyoubeforeyougo"



"I'msorryLovebutIhadalongdaytoday,I

would'vecametoseeyouifitwerepossible,but

alsonothavingacarmakesithardbeing

everywhereatonce"

WhichremindsmeIneedtofixthatproblemsoon

Me:"Iunderstand,youcomingbackSaturdayright?"

"(Laughs)Babe,youknowI'mcomingbackSunday

night"

Me(sighs):"Iknow,Iwashopingyou'dchangeyour

mind"

"Pleasedon'tmakemefeelworseIalreadyfeelbad

forcancellingtheweekendgetawayyouwantedus

tohave"

Me:"it'sokayLove,there'llbemanyweekends,enjoy

thetimewithyourfather"

"You'llbehavewhileI'mgoneright?"

Me:"youdon'thavetoworryaboutme,Iwouldnever

betrayyoulikethat"

"Okay,Ihopeso"



Me(frowns):"youdon'ttrustmedoyou?"

"Ido..."

Me:"don'tlietomeLove,Iknowyoudon't,itshows,

trustisnotjustawordit'salsoanactionandyour

actionsrecentlyjustkeepprovinghowyoudon't

trustme"

"TobefairTrue,howdoyouexpectmetotrustyou

aroundawomanwhomyou'veseennakedbefore,

whomyouwerereadytomarry,iftableswere

turnedandyouwereinmyshoes,woulditbeeasy

foryoutotrustme?"

Me:"Igetwhereyoucomingfrom,butit'sgottentoa

pointofcheckingmyphone,notthatImind

becauseIknowI'mnothidinganything,butit's

reallyheartbreakingtowatchyoudothatevery

night,Idon'tevengothroughyours"

"ButIdon'tstopyoufromgoingthroughmine,you

knowmypasswordandpattern,youcancheckit

anytimeyouwantto,youagreedtousdoingthat"

Me:"Idon'thavetogothroughyourphonebecauseI

trustyouandIrespectyourprivacy,Ijustagreedto



thisbecauseyoumademefeelguiltyaboutmy

decisionoflettingLelethustayhereuntilshe

delivers"

"Istilldon'tunderstandthisarrangementbecauseit

differsfromwhatwetalkedaboutthatnightbefore

youmadethatdecision,sohowdoyouexpectme

totrustyouwhenwetalkandagreeonsomething

onlyforyoutomakeatotallydifferentdecisionon

yourown,weweresupposedtobefindingwaysto

getridofher,butnowshe'sawelcomedfulltime

guestatour...yourhouse"

Me:"Youcansayit,ourhouse,I'msorry,butI

thoughtIwasdoingwhat'sbestformybaby,not

Lelethubutthebabyshe'scarrying"

"Ijustthoughtyouweremuchmorematuredthan

this,I'dexpectthisbehaviorfromZekenotyou"

Ifeltmyheartbeingsquishedasifbloodwasbeing

drainedoutfromit

Me:"didyoujustcomparemewithyourex?"

"True...Ididn'tmeanitas...



Me:"forgetitNaomi,allthatbullshitaboutconfusing

friendshipforloveblahblahwasjustanexcuseto

cryforhimonmyshoulderswasn'tit?Youwere

justtryingtohidethefactthatyouactuallymissed

hisdickbehindallthatbestfriendnonsense?Ishis

namegoingtopopupEverytimewehavinga

disagreementorconflict?"

"Ishouldn'thavesaidthat,I'msorry"

Me:"mxm"

Idropthecallthrowingmyphoneonthepassenger

seatasIrestmyheadonthestaringwheel,tothink

allIwantedwastohearmybaby'svoicebefore

goinginthathouse,forhertoupliftmymoodlike

shealwaysdoesafteralongday,Ineededher

humorandbubblypersonality,notwhatjust

happenedrightnow.MychestwasinpainasIfelt

likesomeonestrokedadaggerinmyheart,Iwas

verydisappointedandhurtwiththeconversationI

justhadifonlyreallifehadarewindbutton.

Itfeltlikeshewasdistancingherselffrommeand

holdingbackwaymorefromourrelationship,she's



definitelynotthesameNaomiIfellinlovewith,felt

likeshewasbecomingawholeotherperson,the

affectionwasn'tthesame,theonlythingweever

talkaboutisLelethuthisLelethuthat,howshe

lookedatme,whatshesaidtomeandhowI

responded,I'malwaysapologizingforthingsIdon't

evenknowIdid.

I'vebeendoingmylevelbesttoshowherthatIonly

hadeyesforher,Ibringflowerseverynightforher,I

spendmytimeinthebedroom,Idon'tevenmake

conversationwithLelethuanymore,Iprepare

romanticdinnersforherinourbedroomwitha

picnicrosepetals,candlesrightbeneathourbed,

thewholeishbutitseemslikeitdoesn'teffecther

anymore,she'smoreworriedabouthersponsors

andheractingcareer,whichI'mnotmadatbecause

IusedtobejustlikeherandIstilldohavethe

passion,butIneverbringworktoourbed,unless

wetalkingaboutit.

Idon'tlikehowthingshavechangedbecauseof

Lelethu'spresence,itwasabadidealettingherstay

here,Ithinkit'stimeshemovedout,ifshe'sgoing



tocostmetheloveofmyheartthenthatbabycan

survivealovingfromadistancefatheraslongas

sheorhe'llknowthatIexistandIlovehimdearly,

he'lljusthavetoacceptthesituation,allIknowisI'll

makesureheknowshowmuchIlovehimwhen

he'soldenoughtounderstandeverything.

Isighleaningbackontheseatcoveringmyface

Me(frustratedly):"Fuck!!Fuckfuck!....Ihatelove!I

fuckenhatelove!Whydidithavetofindme!Iwas

goingtobejustfinewithoutit!FuckLove!"

Afterthrowingmytantrumandcalmingmyself

downIfinallygotoutthecarandheadedtothe

house.

IwaswelcomedbyamouthwateringaromaasI

mademywaytothekitchenwiththefewplasticsI

wascarrying.

Iputthemonthecounterasmyeyeswere

welcomedbyahalfnakedthickLelethuinmy

cookingaproncookingupastorm,myheart

poundedlookingather

Lelethu(smiling):"hey,IthoughtIshouldcookfor



yousinceyou'dbetired,youcangoupstairsand

freshenupthencomebackdown,foodwillbeready

inafewminutes"

Me:"youdidn'thaveto...

Lelethu:"Iwantedto,go,I'llbedishingbythetime

youcomebackdown"

Iwasstilldistractedbyhernakedbodyasshe

movedaroundthekitchen.

GreatthisisthelastthingIneedrightnow.

Me:"I'mnothungry,don'tdishforme"

Lelethu:"butIdidthisforyou...

Me:"Ididn'taskyouto,Iseewhatyoutryingtodo

andit'snotgoingtowork,enjoyyourdinner,I'm

goingtobed!"

Iheadupstairsfixingmybonerwhichwas

uncomfortableundermypants,Fuck!I'mscrewed.I

closethedoorandheadfortheshoweraverycold

one,thiswasnothappeningtome,Ihadtobe

cursedsuchbadluckisnotnormal,I'veneglected

myspiritualsidefortoolong,Ineedtogoback



homeandawakenthatpartofmeagainI'msuremy

ancestorshaveneglectedmejustlikehowI'vebeen

neglectingthem,butifIdon'tdoanythingaboutit,I

guessnothingwillevergorightwithmy

relationships.

.

.

.

NAOMI

.

.

.

IwasshatteredaftertheargumentwithTrue,Iwas

guiltstrickenbecauseofwhatIsaidcomparinghim

toZeke,itwassowrongandInevermeanttosayit

outloudlikethat,everythinghesaidabouttrust,I

knowI'venotbeenthebestgirlfriendandIletmy

insecuritiesgetinthewayofeverything,even

thoughhewasn'tdoinganythingsuspicioustome

everythingwassuspicious,IletLelethugetintomy



mind,sheputthoughtsofherandTruethatdidn't

exist,tome,theyhavebeenfuckingbehindmyback

butthat'snotTrue.Idon'tknowwhatlevelof

jealousyIwasfeelingbutitwasbecomingvery

toxicforusandIcouldfeelmyselfdriftaway

pushingmyselfawayfromhimwhilehe'sbeen

keepinghispromises,Stellawasright,Iwaswaiting

onhimtoleavemejustlikeeveryoneI'veeverloved

haveleftme,mymom,dadwhenhedumpedmein

boardingschoolonlytobringmebackandwas

hardlyeverhome,ouronandoffrelationship,Zeke,

Trueleftmeoncehecoulddoitagain.

TheUberdropsmeoffbythegateandImakemy

waytowardsthehouse

InoticeAuntyBeth'scarparkedoutside,shemust

bevisitingusagain

Iwaswelcomedbylaughterandgigglesofyoung

girlsasImademywayin

SheboughtherkidswithherthistimeagainIguess,

itwasmyfirsttimemeetingthemonChristmas

whentheyhaddinnerwithusIdidn'tknowshehad



kidsuntilthen.

Idon'tunderstandwhytheywereherenowthough

becausethiswassupposedtobejustDad'sandI

weekend,Ithoughtthat'swhyhewantedaweekend

forustohavefatherdaughtertimeandtellmethe

importantthinghewantedtotellme.

Dad:"ohlookwho'shere"

Hesayswhilechillingwiththekidsbythelounge

Me:"heyeveryone!"

Thekids:"HeysisNaomi!"

Me(smiling):"hey"

AuntBeth:"youjustintimefordinner"

Me:"ohyoualifesaverBethI'mstarving"

Shepreparesthetableforusandafterawhilewe

werearoundthedinnertableeating,bythelooksof

thingsitseemedliketheywouldbesleepingoveras,

itwasgettinglateandeveryonewasstill

comfortablearoundthetablechatting,don'tgetme

wrongitwasnicebeingwiththembutIwastired

andneededmybeddesperately



Ifakeayawn

Me:"uhI'vehadsuchalongday"

Beth:"youmustbetired"

Me:"yeah,itislatenowthough,weshouldwalky'all

out,drivingatlateatnightisnotsafe"

There'ssilenceasshelooksatmyfather,Ifrown

lookingatDadasIcouldseetherewassomething

obviouslygoingon

Me:"amImissingsomething?"

Beth(lookingatDad):"Babe,it'stimeyoutoldher"

Me:"Babe?(Laughs)tellmeyoujoking"

Dad:"honey,there'ssomethingI'vebeenmeaningto

tellyoubutIdidn'thavethecourage"

MyheartbeatincreasesasIshakemyheadhoping

nottohearwhatIthoughtIwasabouttohead

Dad:"BethandIhavebeenseeingeachotherfora

whilenow....

Beth:"it'sbeenthirteenyearsnow"



Me(tearfully):"No...

Dad:"AryaandEloisaareyoursisters"

Mylipstrembleaswellasmywholebodylookingat

themindisbeliefastearsblurredmyvision,Iwas

speechless,Ifeltmyheartbreakintoamillion

piecesasIlookedatthemall,thehugeknifeon

stabbedonmybackslicedrightthroughtomy

heart.

Igotupwithoutsayinganythingandheadedupto

mybedroomlockingmyselfinsideasIbrokedown

intotears,coveringmymouthindisbelief

.

.

.

********

"Backstabbed"

*******
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Sheopensthedoormakingherwayintomy

bedroom

Itriedtoquicklydrymytearsbutmyhiccups

exposedme



Shesatonthebednexttomeandgentlybrushed

mybackwithoutsayingaword.

Ilaidmyheadonherthighsasshebrushesmyhair

Me(sorrowfully):"Ihearddaddyshoutatyou"

Mom:"Iknowsweetie..."

Me:"hesaidhe'sgoingtodivorceyou,isthattrue?"

Mom:"Nobaby,daddywasjustinabadmood

tonight,youknowhowstressfulworkcanbe

sometimes,itmakesgrownupsotiredand

stressedthattheyendupsayingthingstheydon't

mean,yourdadwillnotdivorceme,Ipromiseyou"

Me(crying):"butIheardhimmommy,pleasedon't

makedaddyleaveplease"

Mom:"Iwon'tallowhimtoleave,Iwillneverputyou

throughthat,Iloveyouandyourdaddysomuch

andI'llmakesurewe'llalwaysbeahappyfamily,

okay?"

InodasIfeelmyfeardiedown

Me:"Iloveyouanddaddy,Idon'tlikeitwhenyou

shoutateachother"



Mom:"I'msorryyouhadtohearthat,Ipromiseitwill

neverhappenagain,tomorrowdaddywillbeina

goodmood"

Ilookupathersmiling

Me:"hewill?"

Mom:"yeshewill"

Weshareahugasshecontinuescomfortingme

withbedtimestories

********

Iwaslookingthroughmyfamilyalbumlookingat

picturesofmomandallofusasafamilyfrom

whenIwasalittlegirl,wealllookedsohappy,mom

anddadwerehappy,wellatleastthat'swhatit

lookedliketome,theyweresoinlove.

Elizabethwasmom'sbestfriendsincetheywere

teenagersbackinhighschool,shewasalwayshere

oncookoutsandsomeholidayvacationswithher

husband,Iremembertheyhadasonwhowas

aboutmyage,butaftertheydivorcedwhichwas



beforemymother'sdeath,thesonwenttolivewith

hisfather,Irememberhearingitwasbecauseofher

infidelity.

Nowmydadiswithher,hiswife'sbestfriend.

Isituptotherealization,coulditbethathe'sbeen

cheatingonmymotherwithherbestfriendback

then,coulditbethatmomfoundoutwhenthey

oncehadthatbigfightthreateningtodivorceeach

other?Butmomdecidedtofightforhermarriage

andstaywhileBeth'shusbandlefther.

Myheartsinksatthethoughtasallthosehidden

memoriesthatIcouldn'tunderstandbackthen

mademuchmoresensenow,alltheirfights,Beth

notcomingovertohouseanymore,hersonandI

werelikesiblingswewerebestfriendsbutInever

sawhimagainonetime,Irememberalwaysasking

momwhenI'dgoplaywithhimbutshe'dmakeup

somestoryuntilIeventuallystoppedasking.

Ican'tbelieveDadbetrayedmymotherlikethat,and

he'sbeenlivingadoublelifealltheseyears!It's

obvioustheygottogetherrightaftermom'sdeath,



didmomevendieofcancer!?Howcomeshenever

sufferedanysymptomsorattendedanychemo,

nowthatIcometothinkofit,shehadallherhair

whenshewasonherdeathbed,shewassickbut

fromhowIunderstandcancernow,thatcouldn't

havebeenit...

IbreakdownintotearsasIsinktothefloor.

There'ssomanythingsthatdon'tmakeanysense

andthemoreIputtogetherthepiecestheheavier

myheartbecomesasIstruggletobreath.

MyfatherisnotthemanI'vealwaysthoughtheis,

there'ssomuchhe'shidfromme...whatelsecould

hebehiding?

Me(crying):"I'msosorrymommy,Inever

understoodwhatyouweregoingthrough

then.....butIunderstandnow...(cryingbreathlessly)

youalwaysmanagedtokeepthatsweetsmilefor

me,you.....

Icurledmyselfonthefloorcrying

.



.

.

ZEKE

.

.

.

"Wejustwantedtoletyouknow,yougotthejobas

ourCharteredaccountantfortheNhlabathi

constructions,wehavejustestablishedanew

branchinCapetown"

Me(smilingexcitedly):"thisisgreatnews,thankyou

forgettingbackatme,I'dbehappytojointhe

company"

"WeexpectingyouintheofficebyMondayat08:00

am"

Me:"I'llbethere,thankyouverymuchMrNhlabathi

forthisopportunity,Iwillnotdisappoint"

"Verywellthen"

HehangsupandIjumpforjoy



"Babe?"

Iturnbackheadingtowardsthebedandjumpingon

herhuggingheraswerolloverandoveruntilIwas

ontopofher

Jordan(laughing):"yougotthejob?"

Me:"Igotthejob!"

Ikissher

Me:"thankyousomuchforadvisingmetoapply

there"

Jordan:"youdeserveit,Icouldn'tbehappierforyou,

Iknowyouwillstillachievebetterthingsthanthis"

Me(kissingher):"youthebest"

Jordan:"congratulations"

Me:"thiscallsforacelebration,firstontheagenda,

wegoingtothatsloppywaiteringjobofminetoquit,

thenwecanhaveaniceredbusridearoundthecity,

thenlateranicedinnerinanicerestaurantbythe

nicebeach"

Jordan(giggling):"soundslikeaveryniceday"



IgetupgettingoffthebedasIpickherupandwe

headtothebathroomgettingreadytostartourday.

.

.

.

TRUE

.

.

.

IwasnowhavingbreakfastasIhadjustfinished

gettingreadyforwork.

Ihadmyphoneonmyearlisteningtoherphone

ringing.Itsendsmestraighttovoicemailagain

Me:"love,pleasepickupmycalls,Iknowwehada

littlemiscommunication,thingsweresaidthathurt,

butit'snothingwecannotfix,pleasemylove,call

meassoonasyoulistentothismessage,Ilove

you"

Isighputtingawaytheplatestillfilledwithfoodas



Lelethuwalkedindressedinniceballoonjeansand

awhiteshirt,herlongstraightweaveletdownwith

alotofmakeupwhichmadeherlookverybeautiful.

Lelethu:"goodmorning"

Me:"morning,whereareyougoing?"

Lele:"mybumpisstartingtogrow,Iwanttogodo

someshoppingformaternityclothes,Ialsowantto

signupforYogaasanexerciseforduringmy

pregnancy,Iheardithelpsprepareyourbodyfor

laboranddeliveryandalsohelpwithstressrelief"

Ismileimpressedlookingather

Me:"okay,can'tyoujustdoyogahere?"

Lele:"I'mtiredofbeingstuckinthishouse,Ialso

wanttobebusy,I'dsayIshouldgetajobbutI

guessthatwouldmakemehaveastressful

pregnancy,I'llfocusonthatafterbirthmaybewhen

mybabyisatleastayearoldbecauseI'llbebreast

feeding"

Me(smiling):"that'sverythoughtful,Ialsodon'twant

anythingthat'llstressmybaby,soactivitiesthat'll



letyougetoutthehousebutatthesametimeare

relaxingandbenefitmybaby,isaverygoodidea"

Lele(smiling):"IwasthinkingthatmaybeNaomi,you,

andIcouldjoinaparentalclasssincewe'llallbe

firsttimeparents,it'llhelpusalotonhowtoactwith

childrenanddisciplinetechniquesandstufflike

that"

Me(laughs):"okay,I'llfirsttalktoNaomiaboutthatI

don'tthinkshe'llbecomfortablewithallofus

partakinginoneclassbecauseIthinkthey'llbe

thoseactivitiesofthefatherandmotherI'llbestuck

betweenyouandhersoIdon'tknowhow'sthat

goingtowork,butifwetakeclassesseparatelyon

differentdatesit'dbegood,onlyifNaomiagrees

though,otherwiseIcan'tbedoingthatwithyou"

Shenodsunderstanding

Lele:"Iunderstand,Ijustthoughtit'dbeniceifweall

attendedthem,butI'dunderstandifNaomidoesn't

agreebecauseofyounotthinkingaboutour

children"

Me:"itdoesn'tmatterwhat'sthereasononhernot



agreeing,butifshe'snothappywithitthenitwon't

ydone,endofstory"

Lele:"okaybutI'llstillattendthemthough"

Me:"yeahyoucandothat"

Lele:"okaythen,ohcanyoualsotalktoNaomi

abouthernotwantingyoutwotoeatmyfood?I

meanIgoalloutcookingforyou,Iknowhowmuch

youlovemyfood,nowseeingyoucookafteratiring

dayatworkbreaksmyheartwhenthere'sfoodin

thepots,Ievenfollowyourcookingbookandcook

allyourfavoritemealsbuty'alldon'tevenlookatit,

I'malwayshereandI'mtryingtohelptomake

thingseasierfory'allsinceyoutwoworkandcome

backtired"

Me:"shedoesn'ttrustyouandhonestlyIprefery'all

noteatinganythingy'allcookforeachother,it'sa

nicegesturebutIcanneverbesureaboutyour

intentionstowardseachother,Idon'ttrustyou

whenitcomestoherespeciallymybabythat'sin

hertummy,Ialsodon'ttrustherwhenitcomesto

youandmybabyinyourtummysoit'sbestifIcook



forherandyoucookforyourselforhavethefood

thatIcookwhatevermakesyouhappy,bitI'mnot

talkingtoNaomiabouthereatingyourfood"

Lele:"fine,canwegonow?"

Me:"excuseme?Yougoingwithme?"

Lele:"yes,Iwashopingyou'ddropmeoffatthemall

andpickmeuplaterwhenI'mdone"

Me:"ohhhyouwerehoping...keephopingthenasI

makemywaytowork"

Igrabmystuffandheadoutshefollowsbehindme

Lele:"okay!Imeant,Qinisocouldyoupleasetake

metothemallandpickmeuplater,pleasebaba

wakhe"

Me(laughs):"that'smorelikeit,youwomenhave

absolutelynorespectatall"

WegetinthecarandIdrivehertothemallbefore

drivingoff,IpassbyNaomi'shomefirstbefore

goingtowork.

.



.

.

LELETHU

.

.

.

IwentstraighttoAmanda'sboutiqueaswewere

goingtomeetupandcatchup

Amanda:"Girl!It'sbeenawhile,Ican'tbelieveyou

managedtoreallygetpregnant!"

Me:"kantiwhomstamI?"

Amanda:"yousnake!Yourapedmybrother"

Ifakealaugh

Me:"itwasyouridea"

Amanda:"sotellme,what'sbeenhappeninginthat

house,younowhavehimalltoyourself"

Me:"didItellyouthatNaomiactuallymovedin,that

bitchisalwaysthere"



Amanda(shocked):"what!?Sincewhen?"

Me:"whenhegotbackfromQeberhatwoorthree

dayslatershewasin"

Amanda:"Nofriend,tellmeyoujoking?"

Me:"I'msoannoyed,herfirstnightthere,Isaid

somethingsputtingherstraightthatTrueismine

andI'lldoanythingtogethimback,shewentand

criedaboutitlikethebabysheistellingTrue,friend!

Didhenotthrowmeoutintherain?....

Amanda(shocked):"Nooooo....

Me:"DidtheynothavesexwhileIwaswatching

frominsidebeggingthemtoletmein?"

Amanda:"friendtellmeyoujustexplainingamovie

rightnow"

Me:"it'sareallifemovieItellyou,butit'sfine,she's

gonefortheweekend,whenshecomesbackshe'll

comebacktothesamescene,I'llmakesureofit"

Amanda:"eishthisisgettingoutofhandthough,so

Truestilldidn'tchooseyoueventhoughyouthe

pregnantone?"



Me:"weeehnaweandstayingoverseasIforgetto

tellyousomethings,soNaomiisalsopregnantand

she'saheadofme,soshemightgivehimthefirst

born,Ijusthopeit'sagirl"

Amanda:"shit!She'spregnant!?"

Sheasksshockedputtingherhandsonherhead

Me:"yepandthewayshe'ssocareful,Ican'teven

poisonthatbabyofhers"

Amanda:"what?No,don'tdothat,asmuchasIhate

her,that'smybrother'sbaby,meaningit'smybaby

aswelldon'thurther,youjustfocusonwinningmy

brother'sheart"

Me:"I'mtrying"

Amanda:"andIhopeit'smybrother'sbabyinthere

becauseifnot,I'lldealwithyoualsothatNaomigirl

shebetternotbepinningthatexboyfriend'sbaby

onmybrotherjustbecausehe'srichandbetter"

MyheartstartedpoundingasItookasipofmy

drink



Me:"Ipromise,thisishisbaby,ourplanworked,he

thoughthewasbeingcarefullockinghisbedroom

door,butitwastoolatebecauseheoncehadmy

foodandfellasleeponthecouchandthat'swhenI

jerkedhimoffandmakehimcuminsideme,that

wasonthesamedayhebrokeupwithme,Ialsodid

itonthesecondday,heonlystartednoteatingmy

foodandlockinghisdoorswhenhenoticedmy

foodmadehimsleepy"

Amanda:"ohhthat'sgoodthen"

Igetup

Me:"ailetmegetthisshoppingstarted,Ihavea

longdayaheadofme"

Amanda:"IwishIcouldjoinyou,butI'monlyhere

forashortwhilebeforegoingback"

Me:"okaythenI'llseeyou"

WeshareahugasIheadoutwithabigsmileonmy

face

.



.

.

TRUE

.

.

.

IpresstheintercomsinceNaomidoesn'tpickmy

callsanyway,herfatheranswersitandheletsme

in.

Ipacknexttothecarsinfrontofthehouse,this

manhassomanycarsbutcan'tgiveherdaughter

evenone?Hewatcheshercallalltheseunsafe

Ubers

Myspiritneverclickedwithherfather,hehasthis

darkauraabouthimwhichmademenotlikehimat

allbutIhavetopretendforthesakeofNaomibeing

ourgirl.

Me:"goodmorningkwaNewton"

Newton:"Goodmorningson,howniceofyoutovisit



us"

Therewasawomanchillingcomfortablyonthe

couchwholookedverygrownprobablyinherlate

forties

Me:"onehastocheckuponfamilyeveryonceina

while"

Newton(laughs):"Truethat,butweallknowthereal

reasonyouhere"

HelaughsasIlaughawkwardly

Me:"ismyQueenhome?"

Newton:"yessheis,butshe'snotfeelingwell,she's

beeninherroomsincelastnight,shewon'ttalkto

anyone"

MyheartrateincreasesasIthinkaboutourlittle

argumentonthephone,couldithavebeenabig

one?IlookatthisstrongmanInfrontofme,could

shehavetoldhimaboutourarrangementathome?

Hewouldn'tbelaughingwithmeifheknewwhatI

wasputtingherdaughterthrough,itseemshestill

doesn'tknowaboutthepregnancyaswell



Me:"woulditbeintrudingifIasktogoupandcheck

onher?"

Newton:"Notatall,maybeyoucanmakeherfeel

better"

Heleadsmeupstairstoherroombeforeheading

backdown

Iknockonthedoor

"Isaidleavemealone!"

Me:"Love?Pleaseletmein"

"True?"

Me:"yesbabe,openup"

"I'mnotgoodcompanytoday,I'llseeyouMonday"

Me:"I'mnotleavinguntilyouopenthisdoor"

Afterawhilethedooropensandamonsterous

lookingwomanopensthedoor,myforeheadcrises

inconcern

Me:"mybaby"

Iopenmyarmsasshethrowsherselfinthem,I



slowlywalkinclosingthedoorwithmyfootasI

pickherupwrappingherlegsaroundmeandI

carefullywalkovercushionsandoverallthemess

ontheflooruntilwegettothebedwithherontop

ofme.

Herheadwasburiedonmyneckassheheldme

tightlynotsayinganything

Me:"Love,talktome"

Judgingbyallthepicturesscatteredonthefloor

andthehalftornpicturesofherfather,Ifiguredthis

wasnotaboutus.

Naomi:"Idon'twanttotalkaboutitrightnow,can

youpleasedrivemesomewhere?"

Me:"rightnow?"

Naomi:"yes,ifyounotbusy"

Me:"uhm,Iwasheadingtotheshootingstudio

today,butIguessIcouldbelate"

Naomi:"it'sfine,I'llUber"

Me:"No,getyourselfreadysowecango"



Naomi(huggingme):"thankyou"

Afteralonghugshegetsupandheadsoutofthe

roomI'mguessingshe'sgoingtothebathroom.

Itakemyphonefrommypocketandcallinatwork

lettingthemknowIwon'tmakeittotheshooting

todayortotheoffice,IalsopostponedthemeetingI

wasgoingtohavefortomorrow,Iclearedmy

schedulesoIcantakecareofNaomi,Idon'tknow

what'sgoingon,butitlookslikesheneedsmehere

rightnow.

Shecomesbackinwithatowelaroundherlocking

thedoorasshedropsitandstartslotioning.Isigh

watchinghercaresshersmoothlegswithlotion,my

dickgrewhardwatchingherbendoverand

caressingherselflikethat,italwaysdoesthingsto

me,shehadthemostattractivebody,thatsmall

roundasswithabitofhips,thepussygapbetween

herthighs,herbellywasnowquietvisiblethatshe's

pregnantasitwasgettingrounder,itwassopretty

asherbackhadthatinwardcurve,itwasstill

hidablebutnotforlong,it'stimewetoldthe

families.



Iwalkuptoherstandingbehindherasshedressed

infrontofthemirror

Iwrappedmyarmsaroundherbrushingherbelly

Me:"ourbabyisgettingbig"

Naomi:"heis"

Me:"yourdadwillstartnoticing"

Naomi:"Idon'treallycarewhathethinksanymore,I

shouldjusthideitfromhimuntilmybabyisa13

yearoldteenager"

Igaspinshock

Me:"ayiboLoveyoucan'tdothat,hedeservesto

know"

Shehitsmyhandsoffherassheclickshertongue

annoyed.Okay,Ineedtoknowwhat'sgoingonasin

rightnow

Naomi:"hedoesn'tdeservetoknowanythingabout

mylife,I'mgoingbacktothehousetoday,Idon't

wanttobehere"

Shesayspackingallherclothesinasuitcase,



clearingherworedrobe

Naomi:"I'llbeatyourplaceforalittlewhileokay,I'll

lookformyownplacesoon"

Me:"yourownplace?Babe,youalreadymovedin

remember?It'salsoyourplacenow"

Naomi:"notwhilethatwomanisstillthere"

There'ssilenceaswetakeherstufftothecar,her

fatherdidn'tprotestwithusashewatchedus

takingherstufftothecar,onlywhenshewentto

takethelastofherthingshestoppedher

Newton:"honeymustard...

Naomi:"don'tcallmethat,youdon'thavetoworry

aboutlivingfreelywithyourfamilyanymore,Naomi

isofficiallyoutofthepicturealongwithhermother,

sodoasyouplease,becauseIdon'twanttobepart

ofanyofit!"

Shestormsoutleavingmedumbfounded

"True!!...

Sheshoutsfromoutside,Ibowalittlebefore

rushingout



Wegetinthecaranddriveoff,shedirectsmetothe

graveyard

Me:"I'llgoinwithyou,butwaitfromadistance,I

don'ttrustgraveyardsforyoutogoinalone"

Naomi:"it'sfineyoucancomewithme"

Wewalkinsideasshewalkstowardsaspecific

tombstone,itwasverycleanyoucouldtellthatit's

beingcleanedoften,Ididn'tknowsheevencomes

herethatoftenormaybeherfatherdoes.

Sheputtherosesshewascarryingonthestone

Naomi:"heymommy,howareyoufeelingtoday?"

Iwasstandingabitfarfromherbutcouldstillhear

her,myheartsinksasIcouldfeelandunderstand

herpain,thatpainofwishingyourparenttobewith

youeventhoughyouknowit'simpossible,even

thoughweaccept,theheartneverreallystops

bleeding

Naomi(tearfully):"Imissyousomuchmommy......I

wishyouwerehere...(breaksdown)....youbest

friendmah....whydidn'tyoutellme....didyoulie



aboutyourdeathmommy?....

Shecrieshystericallyasshekneelsbeforethe

stone,tearswerestreamingdownmyfaceasitwas

heartbreakingtowatch,Iwalkuptoher,Ikneel

besideherasshecriesonmychest

Naomi(crying):"Iwantmymomma...whydidthey

havetokillmymomma!Why!?"

Me:"phephisasthandwasam,kuzolunga....

IbushherbacktryingmybesttocalmherbutI

knownothingIsayordowilltakeawaythepainshe

wasfeelingrightnow

Naomi(heartwrenchingcry:"Iwantmymomma

back"

.

.

.

******

Woundsre-opened

******
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Afterthevisitatthegravewewenttoputmystuff

inthehouseandchilledinourbedroomashe

servedmeanythingthatwaseverythingfrom

choosingverygoodmovies,toservingsnacksand



servicingcuddlesandforeheadkisses.

HelistenedasItoldhimeverything,andwasthere

justlistening,Iwantedhimtogivehisopinionbut

hedidn'tandIunderstoodwhy,hecouldonly

comfortmeonthisone.Eventhoughalotisgoing

oninmylife,IwashappythatIhadhimbymyside

tocomfortme,Ijustlovehowhetakescareofme

eventhoughIhavebeensomeantohimand

pushinghimaway.

ItwasquietasIrestedonhischest

IopenedmyeyesandrealizedtheTVwasoffandI

hadfallenasleeponhischest

Iwasfeelingmuchbetternowandwashappythat

hewasbymyside.

Ilookupathim

Helooksdownatmeandwebothsmileatthe

sametime

Me:"hey"

True:"hey"

Me:"saysomething"



True:"likewhat?"

Me:"anything"

True:"octopuseshavethreehearts"

Me:"howcomeyourfactsarealwayssomethingI

didn'tknow"

True(laughing):"becausetheyjustrandomfacts

thatnoonecaresabout"

Iburstintolaughter

Me:"andhowdoyouknowthem?"

True:"IlikereadingthroughrandomfactswhenI'm

bored"

Me(laughing):"youweird"

True:"noyouweird!"

WelaughasIwrapmyarmsaroundhim

IkisshisbeardedchinasIcuphisfacewithone

handbrushinghissoftbeard

Hiseyeswerefocusedoutofspaceasifhehada

lotonhismind



Me:"what'sonyourmind?"

Helooksintomyeyes

True:"you"

Me(gigglesblushing):"whataboutme?"

True:"howluckyIamtohaveyouinmylife"

Me:"awwI'mluckytohaveyoutoo,buthonestly,

what'sonyourmind,youdistantminded"

True(sighs):"I'mjustthinkingaboutwhatyousaid,

aboutgettingyourownplace,wereyouserious?"

Me:"yes,Ican'tliveherewithyourbabymama,even

apolygamistdoestlethiswivesstayinonehouse

becausetheyknowitwon'tendwell,youexpectitto

beallroseywithLelethuandIinthesamehouse?

Webothloveyouandwantyourattention,howdo

youthinkshe'sgoingtothat?"

True:"butIthoughtI'vebeenhandlingitwell"

Me:"nothinghashappenedsofar,butyou'veseen

howshe'sbeenfishingforyou"

Hesitsupstraight



True:"you'vebeenthroughsomuch,withthewhole

thingwithyourfather,yourmom,andnowLelethu

stayinghere,ifIlethercontinuestayinghereI'm

onlyhurtingyoubutI'mkillingourbaby,I'lltake

careofLelethushe'llbeoutbyMonday"

Ismilelookingathim

Me:"youmeanthat?"

True:"Imeanit"

Me:"eventhoughwithherlivinginthesamestreet

asusisstillnotcomfortablebutit'swaybetterthan

thesamehouse"

True:"I'lltakecareofit,Idon'twantyoustressing

aboutthatanymore,please,let'strytofocuson

thingsthatmakeushappy,forthesakeofourbaby

atleast"

Me:"that'sthesmartTruethatIfellinlovewith"

HepushesmeabitIpushhimandhefallsonhis

sidepullingmedownwithhim

.

.



.
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.
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Jordan:"weshoulddodinnerheremoreoften,the

beachviewlooksniceandmorepeacefulatnight"

Me:"itdoes,Icantakeyouwhereveryouwanttogo

now"

Jordan:"uuhhmaybeI'llalsogetagirlfriend

allowance"

Me:"obviously"

Welaughaswecontinueeating

Me:"Iwasthinking,nowthatI'llbemakingdecent

money,Ishouldstartsaving,IwanttowritemyCPA

examandgetaCPAlicense,Iwanttostartmyown

accountingfirm"

Sheclapsherhandsexcitedly



Jordan:"that'sgreatZeke!Anaccountingfirm,that's

agoodbusinessideaandwillmakeyoumillionsof

money,I'veseenfromyourgradesyouarevery

smartpassingwithdistinctionsinvarsityisno

child'splaysoIknowyouveryintelligentandyour

businesswillbesuccessfulbecausetheyknowyou

knowyourthing,withexperiencefromtheNhlabathi

constructionstheirreputationwillliftyour

reputation,speciallyifyoucouldgotheredoyour

thingandmakethemmorerichthantheyalready

are...

Ismilelookingatherasshekeepsontalkingso

proudlyandexcitedlygivingmeideas,Inod

listeningtoherandalsotellinghermoreabout

otherbusinessideasI'vealwayshadandshejust

makesthemsoundsomuchbiggerandbetteras

sheaddsherownideas,she'snotonlybeautifulbut

shewassmart.ShewasthekindofwomanI've

alwaysimaginedbeingbymyside,anintellectually

challengingpartnerwho'sbusinessmindedand

wouldstandbymysidesupportingmydreams,I

sawthatwomaninJordaneventhoughmyheart



wasstillwithsomeone.IthinkitwastimeImoved

onandlearntolovesomeoneelse,someonelike

thewaninfrontofme

.

.

.

TRUE

.

.

.

Iwasinmyofficedownstairstryingtodoabitof

workwhileNaomiwasupstairstakinganaponce

again,shesleepsalotwhenshegetsthechance.I

haven'tseenhergettinganyofthosemorning

sicknessesIguessshegotluckyonthatside,she

onlylikesleepingalot,themoodswingswerenot

thatbadyet,Ijustcouldn'twaituntilthoselastfew

monthswhenshe'sbigandreadytopop,gofor

photoshoots,Iwantabigframedpictureofuswith

thebabyinherbelly,andnexttoaapictureofthe



babyinourhands.

Ismiletomyselfjustthinkingaboutit.

IneedtotakehertoPEwithme,introducehertomy

family,they'veonlyheardaboutNaomiandour

relationship,theupsanddownsofit,butthey've

neverofficiallymether,andIwanthertobepartof

myfamilyalready,IwanttotakehertoEastern

Capeonholidayswatchherdoallthosewifely

duties,Ilaughatthethoughtofhergettingwaterby

theriver,she'sluckywestaybytheCitymostofthe

time,butwedogodowntotheruralsduringthe

Christmasdayswhereallmyauntiesanduncles

comevisitwithmycousins,it'skhayakhulewhere

mydad'smotherstays,sheneverlikedthelavish

lifesoherhomestyleisstillruralishwithround

hutsanddifferenthousesinoneyard,shehad

livestockandlivestheoldfashionedway,sowhen

wegodownthere,itgetsreallybusy,Naomimight

havetolearnhowtoslaughterachickenbecause

that'swhatthemakotisareresponsiblefor.

Ican'twaittomakehermine,Ijustdon'tknowifit's

theperfecttimerightnowwithallthat'shappening



atherhome,shehastomakepeacewithherfather

firstIthinkhe'llbeneededifI'dhavetosendthe

uncles.

Itakemyphoneandmakeaphonecall

"Son"

Me:"Dad"

"Whatasurprisegettingacallfromyou,you've

beenavoidingmesincethedayyouleftafter

breakingoffeverything"

Me:"yeahbecauseIwasmadatyouandIstillam"

"ButIhearshe'spregnantnow,andshe'sstill

stayingwithyou?"

Me:"sheis,butnotforlong,Ineedyoutoaskher

fathertocomefetchherbecausesherefusesto

leavemyhouse"

"Ican'tdothat,youboughthertherebefore

marryingher,nowyouhavetobringherback,these

peopleareangryatyoubecauseyoutookbackthe

lobolabityoustillkepttheirchildandmadeher

pregnantontopofthat"



Me:"heshouldcomefetchhisdaughterorI'm

throwingherinthestreets,I'malsosensingadark

auraabouther,Ithinkshe'llstartusingblackmagic

onmeifshehasn'talready,becauseI'mstartingto

seeherdifferently,inawayofliketoonlyseemy

woman,Idon'tknowbutIneedheroutofhereas

soonaspossible"

"I'lltalktoherfather,butson,youhavemessedup

bigtime,we'velostareallygoodfamily"

Me:"Ididn'thidethisfromyouDad,youknewthis

wouldhappenbutyoustillwentaheadand

arrangedthatmarriageforme,nowplease,takethe

Landsupportme"

"YeahyeahI'llsupportyou,I'mjuststillhurtbyhow

youdidthings"

Me:"I'msorryyouhurt"

"Yeahright"

Me:"tellherfathertocomeassoonaspossible,

preferablyrightafteryoutellhim,I'llpayforallhis

costsIneedsbe"



"I'lltalktohim,youluckyhe'stheonlyonewhostill

talkstome"

Me:"I'llbebringingNaomitheseJuneholidays,I

wantallofyoutomeether"

"(Sighs)Idon'tknowifI'mreadytoseethisgirl,

she'salreadycausedsuchamessforus"

Me:"Naomididn'tdoanything,I'mtheonethat

cancelledeverything,don'tblameher,ofshe'snot

welcomeinyourhouseletmeknowbecausethat'll

meanthatI'malsonotwelcome,isNaomiwelcome

ornot?"

"Ofcauseyouwelcome,whichmeansshe's

welcomeaswell"

Me:"Ihopeyoudon'tmakeherfeelunwelcomed

becausethat'llmakemefeelthatwaytoo,Ireally

lovethiswomanDad"

"Iknow,you'veprovedthatacoupleoftimes,bring

herhome,it'stimeImetthistroublemaker"

Ilaugh

Me:"she'snotatroublemaker"



"(Laughing)Ican'twaitforhertomeetyouraunties,

Ihopeshe'snottoomuchofacitygirl"

Me(laughing):"NoI'mnottakinghertoyourevil

sisters,rememberwhattheydidtoBhutBash'sSlay

queenJoburgwife(bothlaughingoutloud)when

sheliterallycriedtearsbecauseshehadtocatcha

chicken,sheransofastoutthegatealltheway

downthestreets"

Welaughasthememoriescomeflooding,there's

alwaysfunnyshithappeningwhenwegotogogo

fortheChristmasholidays

"(Laughing)don'tlaughbecauseitwon'tbefunny

whenit'syourwife'sturn,wewaitingforher"

Me:"ayikenotowamumfaz,ndizomtshexela

ekamereni(laughing)"

(Noways,notmywife,I'lllockherinthebedroom)

"Sizokesiboneyouknowhowtraditionalweareat

home,youbetterwarnher"

(We'llsee)

Me(laughing):"I'llhireanassistantforher"



"Uyagula,assistantmyfoot,uzogiqaphansiasinde

unulongwephakuroundkaMakhulu"

(Nonsense,assistantmyfoot,she'llgodownonher

kneesandusecowdungtostraightengranny's

floor)

Welaughaswecontinuetalkingcatchingup.

Ihangupandgetouttomakeussomethingtoeat.

ItwasgettinglateandLelethuwasstillnotback,I

wonderwheresheisatthistimebecause....ohhhh

shit!

Iwassupposedtopickherup,fuck!Iforgot.

Igetmyphoneandit'sonlynowInoticethemissed

callsandmessages,couldn'tshecallanUber?I

gaveherenoughmoneyforhershoppingI'msure

therewasalotofchange.

Icallher

Me:"heywhereareyou?"

"I'mstillwaitingforyou,areyoudonefromwork?"

Me:"youatthemall?"



"Yes,I'vebeentryingtogetholdofyou"

Me:"myphonehasbeenonsilent,I'monmyway

okay?Waitformesomewhereyoufeelsafe"

"Okay,pleasehurry,it'sdarkoutsideandmost

shopsareclosed,onlyrestaurantsareopennow"

Me:"findarestaurantandwaitthere"

"Okay"

Ihangupandheadupstairs,Igetinthebedroomas

Naomiwasonherphonestillcosyinbed,Igot

dressedasfastasIcould

Naomi:"goingsomewhere?"

Me:"yeah,IforgotIhadtopickLeleup...Lelethuup

fromthemall,she'sbeencallingandImissedthem"

Naomi:"ohokay"

Iwalkuptoherandleaninforakissbutshe

dodgesitgivingmehercheek,shewasmadnow

Me:"I'msorrysthandwasam,I'llberightback"

Sheignoresmeplayingherphone



Isighandheadout

.

.

.

ZEKE

.

.

.

Shewaspinnedagainstthewallasmyfacewas

buriedinherneckkissingher

Jordan(weakly):"letmeopenthedoor....

Shesaysstilltryingtofindthekissaswewere

outsideherapartment,wejustarrived,she'sbeen

teasingmethewholewayhereandIcouldn'thold

myselfanylongerasIneededherrightnow

Me:"openit...

Isaykissingherlipsasshestrugglesbutmanages

tofinallyopenthedoor,westumbleinsideasIpick



herup,shekicksthedoorcloseasIpinheragainst

ittakingoffhertop,shealsotakesmineofflicking

myears,fuckthatwasaturnon,mydickwas

fightingtogetoutofmypants

*Clearsthroat*

Westartleatthesoundofsomeoneclearingtheir

throataswelookbehindus

Jordan(shocked):"Maddie!...

Shepushesmeoffasshegetsourshirtsfromthe

floorquicklygettingdressed

Maddie:"Ididn'tknowwehadavisitor"

Jordan:"youwouldn'tbecauseyoujustshowup

withouttellinganyone"

Maddie:"I'msorrybutithoughtwewereallwelcome

here"

Jordan:"I'msosorry,Zekethisismylittlesister

Maddie,MaddiethisisZeke,my...

Me:"boyfriend"

ShesmilesblushinglookingatmeIbitemylip



smiling

Jordan:"myboyfriend"

Maddie(screamsinexcitement):"ahhhyoufinally

haveaboyfriend"

Jordan:"pleasestopembarrassingme,youhaven't

evengreetedtheguyyet"

Shewalkstowardsme,Iputoutmyhandfora

handshakebutshehugsme

Maddie:"I'mahugger,mmhyousmellnice,good

choicesis!"

Jordan(hitsherfaceembarrassingly):"pleasestop

talking,don'tmindher,shetalkslikeabroken

recordonceshestarts"

Maddie:"ohplease,sobrotherinlaw,whattypeof

cardoyoudrive,Letmegocheck"

Jordan:"Maddie!Stop!Don'tdothat,youseethatis

whyI'malwayssingle,youguysalwaysdothis,we

hadalongday,canyoupleasejustletusgotobed"

Maddie(smiling):"longday?Ohpleaseyouwere

readytohavealongernight,butIunderstandyour



frustrationssis,youwereabouttogeeeeetit,letme

gotobed,I'llseeyouwhenyouIabetterIgot

fuckedallnightkindamood...goodnightbrotherin

law!"

Shewalksawaydisappearingintothepassage

Isightakingabreath

Me(chuckles):"yoursisterhuh?"

Jordan:"Iknow,wenothingalike,she'sahandful"

Me(laughs):"she'sfunny"

Shelaughsrollinghereyesasshewalksuptome

wrappingherarmsaroundmyneck

Jordan:"I'llintroducey'allproperlytomorrow...

Me:"yeah,sowherewerewe?"

Jordan:"youwereabouttoravishmeonthecouch

butIguessnowwehavetobequietinthe

bedroom"

Ipickherupheadingtowardsthebedroom

Me:"Doyouthinkyou'llbeabletokeepitquiet?"



Jordan:"Ican!"

Me(laughing):"yeahright,we'llseeaboutthat"

Ithrowheronthebedaswetakeoffourclothes,I

getbetweenherlegsafterputtingontherubber,I

rubmydickonherpussylipsfeelingherwetness

beforethrustingin,sheletsoutasoftmoan,I

increasethepacefuckingherashermoansget

louder,sheputsherhandonhermouthtryingto

keepitdownbutcouldn'tkeepthemthereforlong

assheyearnedtotouchme,hermoansgotlouder

again,Iputmyhandoverhermouth,thepleasure

andpleadinginhereyes,didthingstomeasIlifted

herlegsovermyshoulderkneelingonmyknees

andstartedpoundingher.Wewentonallnightas

hersisterhadpredicted.

.

.

.

Naomi
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Iheargigglesfromdownstairs,it'sbeenawhile

sincetheycamebackbuthestillhasn'tcome

upstairstomeanditwaslatenow,Imissedhim

andwantedhiminbedwithme.

Igotoffthebedandwalkedtowardsthestairs,I

stoodbythefencelookingdown

asshegotoutoftheroomandwalkeduptohimin

thelounge,hewassittingonthecouchdrinking

champagneashewatchedherturnaroundfitting

hernewclothesforhim.Ifeltmyheartsink

watchingthem.

Thewaysheturnedshowinghimherback,hedidn't

lookaway,hewassmilinglookingatherasswith

lust

Lelethu:"imaginemewithabigbellytwerkingin

this"

True(laughs):"that'dlookridiculous"

Hegetsupasofhejustsnappedoutofsomething



True:"Ishouldgotobed"

Lelethu:"butIwantedtoshowyousomeofthebaby

clothesIgot"

True:"bye"

Hewalksaway,Irunbacktothebedroom

Afterawhilehewalksinholdingabrownpaperbag

andjuicewithoneglass

True:"loviewam,Iboughtyousomefood"

Heputsitonthetablenexttomeashesitsonthe

bed,hegoestothebathroomandwalksoutaftera

whileonlywearinghisboxersashehadjust

washedhisfaceandbrushedhisteeth.

Helooksatthepaperbagwhichwasinthe

conditionheleftit,helooksatme,Ilookathimthen

backatmyphone

True:"areyounothungry?"

Icontinueplayingcandycrush

Hegetsonthebedmovingclosertome,hetriesto

kissmebutImovemyheadaway



True:"babe?What'swrong?"

Me:....

Hegrabsmyphoneputtingitawaybehindhim

Me:"Truebringmyphone"

True:"notuntilyoutellmewhat'swrong?"

Me:"nothing'swrong"

True:"thenwhyyounottakingmykisses,oreating

thefoodIboughtyou,ortalkingtome?"

Me:"I'mjustnotinthemoodokay,nowbringmy

phone"

True:"isitbecauseIwenttofetchher?Babe,Ihad

alreadyplannedtogofetchherlongbeforeIknew

youwerecoming"

Me:"doesshenotknowhowtoUber?"

True:"sothat'swhatit'sabout,shesaysshedoesn't

knowhowto,Iwasteachingherhowtodoit

downstairs,that'swhyItooklongcomingup"

Ifoldmyarmsasmynoseflairsinfrustration



Me:"that'sallyouweredoingdownstairs?"

True:"yeah"

Me:"areyoulyingtomerightnow?"

True:"I'mnot"

Me:"whatwassoticklishaboutteachingsomeone

howtouseUber?"

True:"Love,areyoumadbecauseyouheard

laughing?"

Me:"whatwassofunny?"

True:"Idon'tremember,wewerejusttalking"

Me:"Ididn'tknowyouweresuchaliar,Ithoughtyou

valuedhonesty"

True:"I'mnotlying!"

Me:"youare!Isawyou,shewasfittingherclothes

foryouandyouwerecheckingherout"

True:"Love...

Me:"don'tLoveme,youapatheticliar"

HeholdsmebutIsmackhishandoffme



Me:"don'ttouchme!"

True:"I'msorryforlying,Ididn'tthinkitwas

importanttomentionthatpartbecauseIknowit's

makeyoumad"

Me:"soratherlietome!?Whydoeseveryonefindit

socomfortabletolietome?Don'tIdeservetoknow

thetruth?"

True:"I'manidiot...

Ilookathim

True:"I'malyingscambagwhodoesn'tdeservea

beautifulwomanlikeyou..

Iraisemybrowsfoldingmyarmsashecontinues

True:"youdeserveabettermanthanme,ifyou

couldwakeuptomorrowanddecidetonotloveme

anymore,I'dunderstand,Iwouldn'tlovemetoifI

putmyselfthroughwhatI'mputtingyouthrough"

MyheartsinksandmylipstrembleasIfeelmy

tearsburningme

True:"Iloveyousomuch,butlovehasneverbeen

kindtome,somethingbadalwayshastohappento



ruinitforme,justwhenIthoughtthingswouldbe

differentandI'dhandlethingsmuchmorematurely,

I'mtestedinawaythatmakesallsenseI'veever

had,allwisdom,allknowledgegetsthrownoutthe

windowandmyheartistestedonitsown,Iloveyou

andthebabyyoucarrying,Ialsolovethebaby

Lelethuiscarryingwhichmakesmecareabouther,

awomanwhomIthoughtlovedme,killedthatfor

me,betrayedmeintheworstwaypossibleInever

sawmyselftrustinganotherwomanletaloneloving

onebutthenhereyouare,andnowIhavetwo

babiescomingmywayfromtwowomen,that's

neverhappenedtome,I'mboundtomakemistakes,

IcarealotabouthavingmyownbloodbecauseI

neverhadthatgrowingup,Istilldon'thaveit,Idon't

knowwhatitmeanstohaveabloodbrotheror

sisterorrelativeevenaparentandnowhereIam

giventwochancestohavethatformyself,myown

legacy....itsucksithadtohappenthiswayandI'm

sorryforputtingyouthroughsomuchhurt,ifyou

wanttocallitquitsrightnow,I'dcrymyheartout

andprobablybegyounotto,butI'dunderstand"



Iwipemytears

Me:"yourightyouareanidiot...(laughsthroughthe

tears)....butyoumyidiot,IknowpartofwhyIfellin

lovewithyouwasyourmaturityandhowyou

handlesituationslikeaman,youwereperfectinmy

eyeseventhoughIknewnobody'sperfect,Iknow

thatthere'llbeharderbridgestocrossandyoualso

humanandyoucanmakemistakes,I'malsonot

perfect,I'mveryfarfromit,andI'mnotthemost

honestpersonatalltimesI'mnoangel..Iloveyou"

Hesmileslookingintomyeyes

Me:"butwhat'shappeninginthishouse,inourlives,

it'sstressfulandyetheartbreakingbecausethisis

supposedtobethehappiesttimeofourlives,we

havingababyforcryingoutloud,butwecan'tbe

happyuntilshe'soutofthishouseTrue,nomatter

howmaturewebothmightbeorhowmuchwelove

eachother,nothinggoodwillcomeoutofthis

arrangement....now,Iknowit'shardforyoutokick

herout,that'swhyI'llgo,Ifoundapartments,I'llgo

lookatthemtomorrowandifthere'sagoodoneI

likeI'mleavingsameday"



True:"youdon'thavetogo,Lelethuwillleave,I've

spokentomyfathertotalktoherfather,please

don'tgoyet"

Me:"ifIstayanotherdayhere,wedefinitelygoingto

losethisbaby,alotisgoingthroughmymindandI

canfeelitaffectingmeinanegativeway"

True:"okay,don'tmovetoanapartment,youcan

stayatthehotelatleastandsaveyourmoney,I

promiseyou'llbebackinnotime"

Inod

Me(sighs):"okaybutyounotallowedtocomesee

meuntilshe'sgoneoruntilit'snowagoodtimeto

comeseeme"

True:"that'sgoingtobehard,yousureyounot

breakingupwithme?"

Me:"I'mnot,Ijustneedsometimealone,Ineedmy

ownspace,I'mstilltryingtodigesteverythingthat

hasbeenrevealedtome"

True:"youwantmetoremainhere?Youdon'twant

metocomewithyou?"



Me:"No,don'tcomewithme,Ihaven'tbeenniceto

youandyou'vebeentryingyourbest,Ineedspace,

forintrospection,toworkonmyselfandmy

insecurities,IalsoneedtofigureouthowdoIwant

tomoveforwardfrommyDad,shouldIcutthimoff

immediatelyorgobackforanswersfirst"

True:"okay,IrespectthatandIthinksomespace

willbegoodforyouandourlittlebundleofjoy"

Imoveclosersnugglingonhimasheholdsmeand

there'ssilenceasbothourmindsweredistant.

Therewasaknockonthedoor

Me(sighsrollingeyes):"Iwonderwhatshewants"

True(whispering):"shedoesn'tknowthatyouhere"

True:"Comein!"

Ichucklehidingundertheblanket,IWantedtoSee

whatthisbitchwantedinmyman'sbedroomthis

late

Lele:"Hey,Iwasn'tfeelingwell,IthinksomethingI

ateisupsettingmytummyI'mworriedaboutour

baby,Ican'tsleep"



True:"really?That'snotgood"

Lele:"canIsleephereplease,IpromiseI'llkeepmy

distance,Ijustdon'tfeelsafesleepingonmyown

whenI'mfeelinglikethis"

True:"dressedinthat?Youbasicallynaked"

Lele:"thisiswhatIusuallywearyouknowthat"

Igetupfromthecoverssittingupasshockfilled

hereyes

Lele:"Naomi?Whatareyou...Ithought...

Me:"I'msorrybutI'msleepingheretonight...

True:"getoutplease....

Lele:"you'drathersleepwiththosebonesthanallof

this!?...

IfeelmybloodboilasIjumponmytwofeetonthe

bedandruntowardsherjumpingonherandpulling

herhairasIwasonherback,shewastryingtoget

meoffherbutIhadmyarmtightaroundherneck,I

wasreadytokillthebitch

Me(agitated):"Youdon'tfuckenseeme!!Just



becauseyougotallthissoggybaggageonyou,

givesyoutherighttocallmebones!!I'mgoingto

killyou!Haven'tyouheardaboutcoloureds!!.....

IgotoffherasshewasonthefloorasIslappedthe

bitchoutofher

Ifeltstrongarmspullingmeoffandthrowsmeon

thebedroughlylikeIwasnothingasLelethuwas

downonthefloorcoughingweekly

True:"Stopit!!Whatthefuckarey'alldoing!!Youare

hurtingmybabies!!...

Heattendedtoherhelpingherupwithcare,Ifelta

strongsharppainonmylowerabdomenasusual,I

groanedinagonyasherusheduptome

True:"Love,areyouokay,wheredoesithurt...

IheldinmycriesasIpainwassomuchIbitmylips

Me:"Justleavemealone,Iwanttoleavenow!Take

metothehotelnow!Ican'tstandthis...Aahh...I

can'tdothisanymore....

Iburstintotearstakingmysuitcasewhichwasn't

unpackedyetandheadedoutthebedroom



Me(cryingagitated):"getmeOutofhere!!"

Iopenthemaindoor

Me:"Now!!...

IwasbreathingheavilyasIstoppedonmytracks

whenIheardTruehelplesslybehindme

"Blood...

IlookdownandnoticeIhadblooddrippingdown

frommyvagina.

Inaflashoflightningheputmeinthecarleaving

mysuitcasebehindanddroveoffasfastashe

could

Me(crying):"mybaby!...nononothisisnot

happening...

.

.

.
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LulonkeNhlabathi:"thankyouallfordroppingyour



busyschedulestoattendthismeeting,it'snotabout

anythingbadsoyoucanallstopbeingtense"

Everyonesighsinreliefandthere'slaughterashe

laughsaswell.Henevercomesthisside,Ihearhe

onlycomesifthere'ssomethingimportantashis

lifeisinJoburg.Itwasthewayhedressedand

walkedhehadsomuchpowerandclass,Iimagined

myselfalsorockingthesekindofexpensivesuits

someday,walkingintomyofficeandeveryone

gettingintimidatedbymypresence.Oneday,I've

alreadyappliedfortheCPAexam,justtohavethe

licensewhileI'mstillworkingonthemoney,the

salarywasevenwaybetterthanIimagined,I've

nevermadethismuchmoneyinmylife,thenet

salarywasR60000,thiswasalotofmoney,Iwas

alreadythinkingbiggerhouseandgettingacarbutI

wastakingitslow,Ididfindabetterapartmentbut

notaveryexpensiveone,itwasjustbetterthan

whatIwasusedto.

Acarwasaneedbecauseitdidn'tlookprofessional

gettingtoworkwithmybikeandparkingnexttoall

theMercedesandBMWsl,itwasabit



embarrassing,Jordanofferedmetousehercarbut

mypridecouldn'tletme.

MrNhlabathi:"businesshasbeendoingverywell

thisside,thefigurehaveskyrocketedinashort

periodoftime,Ihearourfinancesarebeinghandled

verywell,thereforeIjusthadtocomepraisey'all

facetoface,pleasegiveyourselfaroundof

applause"

Weclapourhands

MrNhlabathi:"canournewaccountantpleasestand

up?Ihaven'thadthepleasuretomeethim"

Istandup

MrNhlabathi:"wow...youareyoungerthanI

imagined....

Theylaugh

MrNhlabathi:"youreallyknowyourstuff,I'veheard

goodthingsaboutyou,andI'veseentheresultsof

yourhardwork,welldoneman"

Hewalksuptomeandweshareahandshake,I

smilelikearetardexcitedthatamanlikehim



appreciatedalowlifemanlikeme,itfeltgood,Ifelt

important,forthefirsttimeIfeltlikeasomebody

amongstsomebodies.

MrNhlabathi:"keepupthegoodwork,laterIwantus

tohavelunchsoyoucanupdatemeonwhat

exactlywerewedoingwrong"

.

.

.

TRUE

.

.

.

IwasinameetingwiththedirectorofthemovieI

wasworkingon,I'lljustbetheproducerandco

directingthemovieasIcouldn'tfocusonmany

thingsatonceifIwantedthismovietobea

success,weweregettingalotofoutsidehelp,York

studioswashandsonandwe'vesentthefinished

scripttothemwaitingfortheirthoughtsonit.



Wewerenowdiscussingtheactorsthatwouldbe

chosenfromhereinSouthAfrica.

Director:"itcomesdowntothistwowomentoplay

theleadingrole"

Heplacedthepicturesofthetwowomeninfrontof

meandoneofthemwasNaomi

Me(pointingatNaomi'spicture):"Idon'tknowabout

thisone,don'tyouthinkshe'sabittooyoungforthe

role?"

Director:"she'sactuallyperfect,heractingskillsare

onpoint,withabitofmakeupandcameraeditswe

canmakeherlookabitolder"

Me:"Iguess,butthisonerighthere,Ithinkshe's

moresuitedfortherole"

Hesighsandlooksatme

Me(shrugs):"what?"

Director:"Iknowyouhavearomanticrelationship

withNaomi,butwhydenyherofbeingpartof

somethinggreatifshestandsachance?"

Isighsittingback,honestly,shewasperfectforthe



role,everythingIimaginedmycharacterlike,but

witheverythinggoingonbetweenus,Ihaven't

talkedorseenherintwomonths,shestilldoesn't

wanttoseeme,Idon'tknowhowworkingtogether

wouldworkout.

Me:"Iknow,there'sjustalotofdramabetweenus,

andifshegetsthisroleit'llbringmoreattentionto

usandallourbusinesswillbeoutthere,business

thatI'mnotproudofandwouldpreferbeingprivate"

Director:"Iunderstandthat,butyoucan'tbaseyour

rejectiononyourownpersonalreasons,that's

unprofessional"

Me(sighs):"youright,I'mbeingselfish"

Director:"mostoftheteamvotedforher,sowejust

needyourfinalword"

Inod

Me:"yeah,let'scasther"

Wecontinuechoosingothercharactersfortheroles

Mymindwasdistant,Iwasmadlymissingmybaby,



whenIleftheratthehospital,thedoctornever

agreedtoshareanythingwithmebecauseNaomi

askedhimnottoandshesaidshedidn'twantto

seeme,aftershewasdischargedsheneverletme

visitandtoldmesheneededspace,losingababy

wasgutwrenchingitdidn'tmakeanydifference

thatI'veoncelostababy,it'snotsomethingyouget

usedto,itjustmakesthepainworse,allIknowis

thatNaomiunderwentsurgerythat'sallthedoctor

sharedwithme,itwasobvioustheyhadtotakeout

thebaby.

IholdmychestasIfeelmyairwaybeingblockedby

thepain

Director:"areyouokay?"

Me:"pleaseexcuseme"

Iwalkoutandheadouttomycar,Ijustsitthere,I

leanbackfacingup

Me:"DearGod,IknowIhaven'tbeenthebesthuman

being,butplease,showmercynow,it'senoughnow,

forgivemeplease,please....

Ibreakdownastearsstreamdownmyface.



Lelethu'smothercametofetchher,shereallyput

herinherplace,I'veneverseenherthathumbled,

shetoldher,herbusiness,Ithoughtshe'stheone

that'sbeenhurtinrelationshipsbutitturnsout

she'salwaysbeentheproblem,Itoldhermother

howcarefulIwasastonotgetherpregnantand

shesaidshe'dnotbesurprisedifthebabyisn't

mine.

Idon'twanttobelievethatshe'ddomelikethat,

becauseifthatbabyisnotminethenit'dreallybe

disappointing,I'mjustwaitingonhertogivebirthso

necessarytestscouldbedone,Ican'tthinkof

anyoneshecould'vecheatedonmewithbecause

she'salwaysbeenindoors.It'sclearthatIwasnot

meanttohavemyownfamily,it'stheonlythingI've

failedinlifein,maybeitsthecurseofbeing

abandonedbymyownfamilysometimesancestors

curseusforthemistakesofourparents.

TheJulyholidayswereapproachingandIstill

hadn'ttoldmyfatheraboutwhathappenedto

NaomiandI,theystillthinkI'mcomingwithher.

Iwashopingwewould'vefixedthingsbynowbut



shedoesn'twanttohearanythingfrommeandI

understandwhy,I'vehandledthiswholesituation

badlyandIkilledourbaby,Ihatemyselfjustas

muchandIwishIcouldreversetimeanddothings

properlyearlier,Ishould'vecalledLelethu'sparents

theminuteshethreatenednotleavingmyhouse,

butIguessthingshadtohappenthisway.

NowI'velosttheonlywomanI'veeverlovedso

deeply.Ihaven'tbeenpersistinginseeingher

althoughshe'slivinginmyhotel,Ithinksheneeds

allthespaceshecanget,butIdoyearntobebyher

sidecomfortingher,wipinghertearsandtaking

careofher,shewasexperiencingallthatpain

withoutme,withoutherfather,asmuchasIdon't

likehimbut,withoutherbestfriendaswell,shewas

goingthroughsomuchandshewasgoingthrough

itallbyherself.

Maybeit'stimeI'veacceptedthatI'lldiealone,just

giveuponthewholehavingawifeandkidsshit

becauseitwasobviouslynotforme.

.



.

.

RAYMOND(Naomi'sfather)

.

.

.

IthoughtwhenthetruthcameoutNaomiwouldbe

madyes,butshe'dunderstandthatIneededlove

too,Iwasjustprotectingherbykeepingthisfrom

her.

I'msorryithadtobehermother'sfriendbutshe

wastheonlywomanthathasbeenthereforme

sincehermother'sdeath.

IlovedhermotherandInevermeanttofindlovein

herbestfriend,IunderstandhowNaomimightfeel

thatIbetrayedhermother,Ifeltthatwaytoo,but

ourmarriagewasn'tasperfectasweportrayeditto

her,wehadourproblemsandtheygottoomuch

forourlovetohandlewebrokeapart,butweboth

lovedourdaughtersowedecidedtostaytogether



forhersake,wegotdivorcedandshehadanother

relationshipwhichshehidfromNaomibutIknew

aboutit,wefoughtalotbecauseIwasjealousthat

shewasmovingonandhappierwithsomeoneelse,

wefoughtalot,onenightIfoundmyselfconfiding

inBethabouteverythingthatwasgoingon,she

alwaysknewhowtomakemefeelbetterwithjust

words,webecamecloserfriendsuntilfeelings

becameinvolvedwhileshewasmarriedtoherex

husband,wehadanaffair,itwasfunbecausewe

weresneakingaround,untilNaomi'smotherfound

out,eventhoughweweredivorcedIneverwanted

tohurtherlikethat,therecameapointwherewe

couldn'tpretendforNaomianymorebuthermother

lovedhermorethanshelovedherselfandshe

stayedwithmenomatterhowharditwaswhilewe

werewithotherpeople,Bethdivorcedwhenher

husbandfoundoutaboutus,Naomi'srelationship

withtheothermandidn'tworkoutbecauseshe

couldn'tleave,shedidn'twantherdaughtergrowing

upinabrokenfamily,itwasn'teasyforherdealing

witheverything,myrelationshipwithherfriendput

astrainonusandshelaterhadaheartfailure.



ThisiswhyIhidthisrelationshipfromNaomi,I

knewshe'daddtwoandtwotogetherandgettoher

ownconclusionwhichmightbemoreabsurdand

farfromthetruth,IwishshecouldcomebacksoI

canexplaineverythingtoher.Idon'twantherto

hateme,Ireallyhopeshe'llfinditinherheartto

forgivemebecauseIcan'tlivehappilywithouther,

she'sbeenmybiggestpillarofstrength,she's

boughtthemostjoyinmyheart,thatlaughterand

smile,everythingaboutheristheexactreplicaof

hermother.

Beth:"baby,here'syourcoffee"

Itakethecoffee

Me:"thankyou"

Shesitsbesideme

Beth:"youhavetogofindherandexplaineverything

toher,andbegherforforgiveness,I'msureshe'll

understand"

Me:"shewon't,sheloveshermothertoomuch,she

lovedhermorethanme,notonlywillshefeelI

betrayedhermother,butI'vebetrayedhertoo"



Isightakingasipofmycoffee

Beth:"youherfather,shelovesyouandyoutheonly

familysheknows,she'llcomearound"

Shecaressesthebackofmyneckpullingmeinfor

akiss

Beth:"trytonotbesodull,youstillhavetwokids

whoalsoneedyou,trytoatleastshowthemyou

careaboutthemasmuchasyourpreciousfirst

princess"

Ifrowngivingheracoldlook

Me:"I'mnotdull,I'mfuckenworriedaboutmy

daughter!"

Iclickmytonguegettingupandheadtoanother

room

.

.

.

NAOMI

.



.

.

Iwasinbedenjoyingallthedifferentkindsof

deliciousfoodsIwasservedbyroomservice,food

wasthebestcomforterIcouldeveraskfor,itcan't

talk,thereforeitcannothurtmyfeelings.

Stella:"youstartingtolooksomuchbetter"

Shesaysasshecontinuesmakingherwayinand

sitsonthebedbesideme

Me:"Ido?"

Stella:"yeap,youlookbeautiful,Ihopeyoufeelas

goodasyoulook"

Me:"Ifeel...okay"

Stella:"you'vebeenlockedupinhereforawhole

month,youneedtogooutandliveyourlifeagain,

whatdoyouthinkyourfansaresaying,everyoneis

worriedaboutyou"

Me:"fansthatdon'tevenknowmeareworriedabout

me?"



Stella:"Trueisworried...

Me:"mxm,TruehasLelewho'swithchildtoworry

about...

Stella:"yourDad...

Me:"don'tevensayit,let'snottalkaboutthose

peopleplease,canwejustnot,Idon'twanttolose

anythingelse"

Shesighsbrushingmythigh

Stella:"I'mworriedaboutyou,doesthatcountfor

something?"

Ilookather,shecupsmyfacedrawingmein,her

lipsafewinchesaway,Iclosemyeyesasweshare

alongpeck

Me(whispering):"whydoIalwaysfuckupmy

friendshipslikethis....

Stella:"younotfuckingitup,westillfriends,I'mjust

beingafriendtoyourightnow"

Me:"Idon'twanttoloseyoutoo,I'velostsomuch,

shouldn'titbeenoughnow?"



Stella:"I'mnevergoinganywhere,Ipromise,I'mjust

hereforyouasafriend"

Me:"Idon'twanttoloseanymore,ithurts,

emotionallyandphysically"

Stella:"it'sgoingtobeokay"

Shegentlybrushesmytummydowntomythigh

smilingatme,hersmilesobrightandcontagiousI

smileback

Myphoneringsasmyeyeswonderaroundtofindit,

Ireachunderthepillowandfinditansweringthe

unsavednumber

Me:"hello?"

"Hello,isthisNaomiNewton?"

Me:"thisisher"

"I'mcallingfromTrueproductions,Iwantedto

informyouthat,yougottheleadingrole!"

Me(thunderstruck):"OhmyGod!...

MyphonedropsasIfeelmywholebodyshaking

Stella:"whathappened?...



.

.

.
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Iwasstillgettingusedtothisanditwasstill

unbelievablethatthisbeautifulbigofficewasjust

forme,theviewwaseverything,itfeltlikeIwasina

movie.ThisishowI'vealwaysimaginedmyfuture

like,Ican'tbelievejustmonthsagoallofthis

seemedunreachable.

Iwastemptedtocallmybestfriendandtellherall

aboutit,Iknowhowhappyshe'dbeforme,we've

alwaystalkedaboutthis,Iwonderhowthingsare

goinginherlife,isshestillchasingherdreams?

Doesshestillhavethathumorouspersonality,is

shestillbubblyandfreespirited,butmost

importantly,isshehappy?

Ican'thelpbutthinkabouther,Iworryabouther,we

alwaysonlyhadeachothermostofthetime,dothe

newpeopleinherlifealwayshaveherlikeIdid?I

wonderifshethinksaboutmeasmuchasIthink

abouther.



Ialwaysthoughtwe'dshareeverypartofourlives

fromthemomentwetrustedeachotherasfamily.

AsmuchasourromanticLovehadnohope,there's

stillawholelottaloveIwishedwecouldshare

outsideromance,ourfriendshiphadwaymore

chemistrythanourromance,ourromanceruined

everything,everythingweknewbetterthanlust

whichwaspurelove.

IfIcouldn'thaveherasmywifeIwould'velikedto

atleasthaveherasmyfriend.

(Sighs)IsuredomissyouBambi,ithurts.

"Knockknock"

Istartlelookingup

Me(smiling):"Jordan,whatareyoudoinghere?"

Jordan:"Ithought,nowthatyou'vebeenworking

hereforawhile,andeveryoneisgettingusedtoyou,

itwasnowsafetobringyoulunchatwork"

Shesaysinherchippervoice

Me:"howthoughtfulofyou"

Igetupandwalktowardsherwelcomingherina



hug,Ikissherforeheadandtakethelunchbox

Me:"ohyoumadeityourself?"

WebothsitdownbythecouchasIopenthelunch

boxandit'sdeliciouslookinghomemadeburritos

Me:"babethislookssogood,thankyou"

Ipeckherlips

Me:"youthebestgirlfriendever"

Sheblushes

Jordan:"howareyougoingtoeatthatwithout

messingyourself?"

Me:"whenhaveIeverbeenamessyeater,I'llhandle

it"

Jordan:"okay"

Me:"willyoupleaseeatwithme?"

Jordan(smiling):"I'dloveto"

Itakeoneburritoputtingitonthelunchboxlidfor

myselfandletherusethelunchbox

Jordan:"sobabe,aboutthetrip?Willyoustillbeable



tocome?"

Me:"aboutthat,yeahbabeIdon'tthinkIcanmake

it"

Shelooksdowndisappointedly

Jordan:"ohokay,Iunderstandyoujustgotthisjob

so....

Me:"I'mkiddingbabe,ofcauseI'llbeabletocome,I

wouldn'tmissitforanything,I'llbetakingatwo

weeksleave"

Hereyeslituplookingatme

Jordan:"youreallymeanthat!?"

Me:"Ido"

Jordan:"that'sawesome!!"

Sheputsherfooddownalsotakingmineputtingit

awayasweshareahug,itbecomesalongone,I

hearhersniffing.

Ifrownbrushingherback

Me:"babe?Yougood?"



Jordan:"I'mgood,I'mjusthappy"

Me(laughs):"phoukhalelani?"(Sowhyyoucrying?)

Shemovesfrommyshoulderlookingatme

Jordan:"what?"

Me:"thenwhyareyoucrying?"

Jordan(smiling):"it'sjust,you'vebeensogoodto

me,Ihaven'thadluckwhenitcomestomen,butI

feelluckytohaveyou"

MyheartmeltasIsmileather

Me:"don'tcry,comehere"

Ipullherinforakissandwehugforawhile

Jordan:"Iloveyou"

Myheartskipsabeat,Ihaven'tsaidthosewordsin

alongtime,ItrulylikedJordan,shemakesmyheart

fullofjoyandIseeafuturewithher,thatmust

meansomething.

Me:"Iloveyoutoo"

Shelooksatme



Jordan(smiling):"really?"

Me(Chuckles):"yeah,youmygirl,ofcauseIlove

you"

Sheleansinasweshareanotherlongkiss

.

.

.

NAOMI

.

.

.

Iwalkedouttheshowertomybedgettingmyself

dressedup,IdecidedtodayIshouldgooutand

checkoutafewapartmentssoIcanhavemyown

place,itwastimeIbecameindependent,Truewas

stillsendingmoneyintomyaccounteventhoughI

toldhimhedidn'thavetodoitanymore,asmuchas

Ilovehimbeingwithhimhurtanditwasgetting

toxic.



IthinkIwasfeelingmuchbetternowandIwas

readytotakeontheworld.

ItwasreleasedinthepressthatIgottheleadrolein

themovie"Sinless"byTrueMaseko.Myphonehas

beenbusywithrequestsforinterviewsalready,I

wasbeyondexcited.Everypartofmewishedtocall

Trueandthankhimandalsocongratulatehimon

hismoviethattheycanfinallystartshootingsoon,

itwasoneofhisbiggestachievementsandit

deservesabigcelebration,it'sabummerthat

thingsweresosourbetweenus.

Ijusthopewe'llbeabletoactprofessionaland

workwelltogether,there'sstillsomuchangerinme

towardshimandIdon'tknowifIcouldlookathim

andnotfeelthatheartbreakalloveragain.

Ipickupmyphoneasitwasringing

Me:"hello?"

"MissNewton,it'sAngelahere,yourestateagent,I

wantedtoletyouknowthatIjustarrivedatyour

firstapartment"

Me:"okayI'monmyway"



"Okaythencool"

Me:"yeahI'llberightthere,okay,bye"

Ihangupgrabbingmycarkeysandheadingout.

IwasusingTrue'scar,hehadtwocarsandhegave

meonethedayheleftmeatthehospitalwitha

drivertodriveme,butIknewhowtodrivesoIlet

thedrivergo,whenI'mdonewithapartmentsI'll

havetogetacar,Iwasmakingmorethanenough

moneyfromsocialmedia,I'vebeentrendingalot

eversinceIgotintoarelationshipwithTrue,Igot

moreconnections,morebrandswantedtowork

withmenow,brandsthatrejectedmebefore,social

medialifestylewasnicesometimesbutnotwhenit

wasonyourprivatebusinesswhichyouwould've

preferredonthedownlow.IneverthoughtI'dhave

somanyhaters,thingsthatpeoplewouldsayabout

mewerehorrific,Iebeenlabeledasagolddigger

thatIwasusingTrueasmyblesserbecauseIwas

broke.Allsortsofstoriesaboutme,butmostwere

positivethings.

GoodthingaboutmeisInevertakenegativethings



peoplesayaboutmetoheart,speciallynoton

socialmediabecauseofIdid,thenmydream

careerwouldbeanightmaretome.

.

.

.

TRUE

.

.

.

Iwasdrained,it'sbeenabusydayformeandit

wasn'tevenfinishedyetasIstillhadonline

interviewstoattendtolatertonightastheywere

fromAmericanmagazineswhichhaddifferenttime

zonesfromus,butitwasn'treallyinterviewsbutit

wasmeetingsaboutgettinginterviewswhenthe

moviecomesout.Idon'tknowwhythemoviewas

gettingsomuchhypeyetwehaven'tevenreleased

atrailer.Iguesssincewewerealsoworkingwith

verywellknownproducersandalotofAmerican



dollarswerespenttopreparethesceneswhere

we'llbeshootingandthecrops,itwasavery

expensivemoviesoIguessthatiswhypeopleare

havinghighexpectationsaboutit.

Wehaven'tevenmetourcastyet,butwewere

expectingtomeetingthemtoday,inafewhours

time,sowecanupdatethemwithourscheduleon

photoshootsfirsts,thengivethemtheirscriptsto

goreadandknowoffbyheart.

Itwasanexcitingmomentinmylifeandmostof

ourliveswereabouttochangeforthebetter.

IwastemptedoncallingNaomitotellherthenews

first,butIdidn'twanttosteponhertoesandgo

againstherwishesofmestayingawayfromherso

Ididn't.

ItwasheartbreakingthatIcouldn'tcelebratethis

momentwithhere,it'sareallybittersweetmoment

inmyliferightnow.Livingwiththeblameofkilling

yourunbornbabyistraumaticandhasmessedme

uppsychologically,Ifailedtoprotectmybaby

beforeitevengottocomeoutandseetheworld,



whatkindoffatherwouldIhavebeenanyway?

Despitethesedailythoughtsthatvisitmealmost

everydayandeveryhour,Ihadtokeepmyheadup

andsmile,behappyaboutthegoodthingsthat

werehappeninginmylife,whatkindofungrateful

bastardwouldIbetonotbehappywhenGodwas

blessingme,justbecausehetookoneblessing

awayfromme?

Afewhourslaterouractorswerecominginaswe

congratulatedthemonebyoneastheycamein,the

excitedsmilesontheirfaceswerehardtomissas

thestudiowasfilledwithlaughterandjoy,everyone

wasexcitedaboutstartingshootingandgettinginto

theircharacters

Oureyesalllandedonherasshemadeherwayin

andonlythesoundofhershoeswasaudibleasshe

gotcloser.

Icouldn'thelpbutsmile,shewaslookingas

beautifulasever,flawlessashehairbounced



gentlyonhershoulders.

Shewaswearingabigbrowncoat

Naomi:"heyeveryone"

Everyonewelcomedhercrowdingherand

congratulatingheronherrole,thesmileonherface

wassobigasjoysparkledthroughhereyes,she

washappy.IneverthoughtI'deverseeherlikethat

again,happinessneverlookedsosexy.

Thecrowdgotlessaroundaseveryonefocused

backonusastheteambehindthescenes.

Me:"congratulationstoallofyou,youalldeserve

theserolesandwechosey'allforareasonforeach

role,weknowthatyouwillbeabletobringthese

characterstolife,Itrustyouguyswillrepresentus

well,wetakingSouthAfricatogreaterheights,Ihad

theprivilegetochoosemoreexperiencedactors

fromoverseasbutIchoseyouwithlittleexperience

becauseIbelievethatyouhavethemostpassion

that'sstillburningandhungry,you'lldefinitelynail

this,pleaseguys,don'tdisappointme"

Them:"wewon't"



Naomi:"uhmIjusthaveonequestion"

Me:"askaway"

Naomi:"howlongwillwehavetolearnourscripts

andwhenwillwestartfilming?"

Me:"you'llonlybegiventwomonthstoknowthe

script,butthescriptwillmostlikelychangeaswe

continueshooting,we'llbeshootinginthreemonths

time"

Naomi:"there'sjustoneproblem"

Director:"whatisit?"

Shetakesoffhecoatandmyjawdrops

Naomi:"willIstillbeabletokeepmyrole?"

Myheartrateincreasesastheroomfallssilent

.

.

.

******

Stillholdingon



******

Tobecontinued

[06/08,03:03] :STRINGSATTACHED

INSERT45

•

•

•

•

•

NAOMI

•

•

•

•

•

Director:"wowyoupregnant,congratulations"

ItwasasifTruehadseenaghostashegetsupand



walkstowardsme,myheartskipsabeatashe

gentlygrabsmyarm

True:"awordplease"

HeaskspullingmeandIstaggeredabitasnerves

invadedmybodymakingmykneesweak,hecaught

meholdingmearoundmywaistasIheldontohis

shoulder.

Iwasafraidthatthisdaywouldcome,Ijustdidn't

expectittocomesoquickly.

Wefinallygotoutsideinaprivatespacebyasmall

passagethatleadtotheparkingonthebasement.

Westopthereandhelooksatmedowntomy

tummywithoutawordasifhewastakingitallin

True:"what?"

Heasksindisbelief,Icouldtellalotwasgoing

throughhismindandhedidn'tknowwheretostart

True:"youstillpregnant?"

Me:"whywouldn'tIbe,youknockedmeup

remember"



True:"Ithought...thedoctorsaidyouunderwent

surgery?"

Me:"Idid"

True:"whathappened,pleaseexplaintome"

Me:"thedoctorsfound....

IstopasIthinkcarefullyabouthowtotellhim,I

haven'ttoldanyone,Idon'tthinkIcanbringmyself

totellhim,itscaresmesomuchIdon'twantto

scarehimtoo.

Me(sighs):"Ihad...Ihadablockeduterus,itwas

completelyblocked,soIhadtodosurgerytofixit,

thebabywasstillgoodbutthedoctorwasworried

thatmystresslevelswereveryhigh,Ihadhigh

bloodpressureanditwasaffectingthebaby

negatively,afterthesurgeryIhadtomakea

decisionformybaby,Icouldn'twaitforyoutofix

thingsorforLelethutopoisonme,Ineededto

distancemyselffromyouandeveryoneelsewho

washurtingmeemotionally"

Hesighscoveringhisfaceindisappointment,he

turnshisbackonmewalkingabitfarfrommeas



hestopsandbreaksdownsilently,myheartsinks

hearinghissoftsobs,tearsescapemyeyes,it's

onlynowthatIrealizewhathemust'vebeengoing

through.

Islowlywalkuptohimandtouchhisshoulderfrom

theback

True(cryingsilently):"IthoughtIkilledhim...I

thoughtyoumiscarried...anditwasallmyfault,I'm

sorry...

Hisbreakingvoicemademyheartache

Me:"No,ourbabyisstillverymuchalive,she's

doingsowellandhashelpedmehealsoeasily,

she'sverywellbehavedandabigblessinginour

lives"

Heturnsaroundlookingatmewithhisredwatery

eyes

True:"she?...wehavingadaughter?"

Ismilenodding

Helooksawayfrommecoveringhisface

True:"Fuck!...I'mtheworstfatherever,I'msosorryI



putyoutwothroughthat,Ishould'velistenedtoyou

fromthebeginning,IthoughtIwasdoingtheright

thingatthattimewhenIwasactuallydoingthe

dumbestthingI'veeverdoneinmyentireexistence,

Icould'vekilledyourbabyandyou,youdidthemost

maturedandhealthydecisionbystayingfaraway

fromme....

Hemovesclosertome

True:"thankyouforbeingsostrongforyourbaby"

Me:"ourbaby"

True:"pleasefinditinyourhearttoforgiveme,I'm

trulysorry"

Ilookdownasflashbacksofthatnightcrossmy

mind,ifitwasn'tforthepainIwasinandthe

bleeding,hewouldn'thaveevencheckedifIwas

okayallhecaredaboutatthatmomentwashow

Lelethuwasdoing,howheroughlythrewmeonthat

bed,howhealwaysallowedhertoflirtwithhimin

mypresencewithoutdismissingher,butIcan'tlieI

alsopushedhimawaysomanytimesbecauseof

myinsecurities



Me:"weallmakemistakes"

True:...

Me:"I'veforgivenyou"

True:"really?"

Me:"yeah"

Heattemptstogetcloserforahugbutstops

himselfandbrusheshisneck

True:"thankyou"

Ismileashiseyeslandonmytummyandhesighs

withalittlesmile

True:"weshouldgetbackinside"

Me:"yes,weshould"

Welookateachotherforawhile,babydaddywas

stillveryhandsomeevenindistress,myeyes

exploredhisbodyfromtoptobottom,hisdickprint

wasintact.

Isnapoutofitlookingaway,it'sbeenawhileand

I'vemissedhim.



HewalksbackandIfollowbehind.

Afterhoursatthestudio,wealreadyhadthegistof

thestorylineandwhatitwasallabout,itwasavery

intriguingstory,astheyexplainedthestoryit

soundedlikesomephycologicalthrillerwithalotof

mystery,eventheendingismysteriousyetstraight

tothepoint,it'sanendingthatleavesroomforpart

2.Icouldn'twaittomemorizethescriptandgetit

startedalready.

Itturnsoutthatbeingpregnantwillnotaffectmy

role,itcouldalsocomeinhandy,plusthere's

technologycanmakeitseemlikeI'mnoteven

pregnant,they'llalsobemakingmelookabitolder,

thecharacterisawomaninhermidforties,that's

notthatold.

WewereallheadingoutasIwalkedtowardsmycar

"Wait,Newton!"

IturnbacktofindTruewalkingtowardsme,Ismile



ashegetscloser,hesmilesashereachesme

True:"hey"

Me:"hey"

True:"I'vebeenfeelinglikeshitforsolong,Ihated

myselfEverytimeIhadtosmilebecausesomething

goodwashappeninginmylifewhileknowingthat

I'vekilledmybaby,buttoday,I'mthehappiestman

alive,andit'sallbecauseofyou,Iknowthatthese

holidays,IwantedtotakeyoudowntoEasternCape

tomeetmyfamily,butsincethat'snotpossible

anymore,IthoughtIshouldatleastdosomething

niceforyou,Icanonlyimaginethepainyou'vebeen

goingthrough...soIwantyoutogostudyyour

scriptinThailand,bythebeachresort,justtoclear

yourmindandspiritbeforecomingbackand

gettingbusywithwork,youdeserveit"

DidhejustsayThailand?Hewantstotakeme

overseastoclearmymind?Isthishowrichpeople

apologize?Idon'tknowifI'mmoreshockedor

excited,howdoyouevenrespondtothis?

Me:"Trueyoudon'thaveto....



True:"pleaseacceptit,Iwasgoingtotakeyouthere

myselfasasurpriseforourprehoneymoonwhen

wegetengaged,butIfuckedup,butIstillfeellike

youdeservetogothereandenjoyyourselfwithmy

babygirl,youcantakeafriendwithyouifyoudon't

wanttobealone"

Ilookdown,hedidn'tevenaskifIwantedusto

workthingsoutandbetogetheragain,Ithoughthe

wasgoingtoaskforustotryagain,Iwasexcited

aboutmeetinghisfamily,Iwasreadytosettledown

untilLelethucameandputdoubtofourloveinmy

head.He'sprobablyinarelationshipwithLelethu

andthat'swhyhe'snotaskingustogetback

together,Ididdisturbtheirweddingpreparations

whenIpoppedupbackintohislifewhenhewas

readytomoveonwithher,makingababyinthe

process.

True:"Love?...ImeanNewton..

Ismilelaughinglookingupathim

True(chuckles):"I'msorry,habits...

Me:"it'sokay...



*Silence*

True:"saysomething"

Me:"likewhat?"

True:"anything"

Me(sighs):"areyoustillstayingwithLelethu?"

Heshakeshishead

True:"sheleftforgood"

Me:"soyounotwithher?"

True(frowns):"whywouldIbewithher?Doyou

knowhowmuchshe'scostme?Shecostmeawife

andadaughter,shecostmemyheart,Icouldnever

bewithsomeonelikethat,Idon'teventhinkshe's

carryingmybaby,I'vefoundthatshe'snotthe

personIthoughtsheoncewas,I'llalwaysregret

allowingherintoourhome"

Me:"youwereblinded"

True:"Iguessyoucouldsaythat"

Me:"uhmthankyoufortheoffer,itsoundsamazing

butI'llpass"



Hefrownsalittleperplexed

True:"yousure?"

Me:"yeahIhavenofriendtotake,theoneIhavewill

begonehomeinJoburgfortheholidays"

True(disappointed):"oh...okay"

Igetinthecar

Me:"I'llgiveyoubackyourcarsoon"

True:"no,it'syours,youcankeepit"

Me:"noTrueIcan't...

True:"please,Idon'tneedit,pleasekeepit"

Me(sighs):"okay"

True:"uhmcanIpleasebepartofmybaby'slife?"

Myheartsinks,sothat'sallhetrulywants

Me:"ofcourse,Ididn'tmakeherbymyself"

True:"thankyou"

*Silence*

Iwaitforhimtosaysomethingbuthejustfaintly



smilesatme

Me:"okaybye"

True:"bye,drivesafely"

Istartthecarandreverseoutofmyparkingspace

beforedrivingoff.

Iwipeoffthetearsthatescapedfrommyeyes

Me(crying):"argh!Stupidhormones"

.

.

.
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Me:"thisoneisabeaut,Iloveit"

Dealer:"theMercedesAMGGtcoupe"

Me:"I'mtakingthisone"



Dealer:"perfectchoice,wecanheadthiswaytosign

thepaperwork"

Ifollowhim,Igivehimthenecessarydocuments.

AfterawhileIwasdonewiththepurchase,Iwas

nowdrivingtoJordan'splace,Ididn'ttellherIwas

buyingthecartoday,sheknewIwouldbutnot

when.

Ifeltverypowerfuldrivingthisbeast,thepipeswere

aboosttoaman'sego

AcallcomesthroughandIanswerwithoutlooking

atthecalleriD

Me:"hello?"

"Son"

MyheartskipsabeatasIfeelmypalmssweaton

thesteering,suddenlyallthepowerIfeltvanished

asIstartedtoquiver

Me:"Sir..uhmMrNewton...hi...

Shit,IstoppeddealingforhimwhenIgotalegitjob,

Iwassurprisedhehadn'tsaidanything,well,until

now



"You'vebeenquiet"

Me:"uhmm...

"Iheardyoustoppeddealingforme,withouteven

tellingme,Ithoughtwehadsomethingspecial"

Me:"look,Idon'twanttodoanythingillegalanymore,

IfoundastablejobandIdon'twantanything

messingitup,I'msorryfornottellingyoubutyou

wantednothingtodowithmeanyway,youwerenot

evenpayingmeenoughtomakealivinganymore"

"Iknow,hey,Icalledtotellyouthat....I'msorry"

Ican'tbelievemyears,hecanactuallyapologize

"I'mproudofyou,Iheardyouworkingforoneof

SouthAfrica'sbiggestconstructioncompanies,

you'vemademeproud,pleaseforgivemeforbeing

harshonyou,it'sjustwhenitcomestomydaughter,

IcanbeoverprotectiveandIdon'twantherever

knowingaboutwhatIdo,youwereathreattothat,

butyouactuallystayingawayfromherforsolong

andnottryingtocontactherbehindmyback,you

haveprovedyourloyalty,I'msorryIeverdoubtedit,

pleasecomebackhome,Iloveyouasmyveryown,



youknowthat"

Me:"NoIdon'tknowthat,youthrewmeawaylikea

peaceoftrash,ifyoulovedmeasyourown,you

would'vegivenmethesameprotectionyougive

Naomi,butyoushowedmethatbloodisthicker

thanwaterafterall,don'tcallmeyoursonifyou

don'tmeanit,Ineveraskedtobeyourson,I've

neverhadafatherfromsincebirth,andIsureas

helldon'tneedafakeonenow,sogoodbyeMr

Newton,I'llcontinuestayingawayfromyouand

yourdaughter"

Ihangupandsighloudlycatchingmybreath.

TearsunexpectedlyfallfrommyeyesasIfeelan

acheinmychest.IalwaystoldmyselfIwouldnever

forcemyselfinanotherfamilyeveragainafter

beingabusedfromeveryhouseholdI'vestayedin,I

preferredthestreetsthanpretentiouspeoplewho

tookorphansfortheirownbenefit,tothinkIwas

almosttraffickedatsuchanage,that'swhenIran

tothestreetsandneversteppedfootinanother

orphanageagain.IwasstupidtoevertrustthatI

couldeverbepartofanyfamily.



Iparkoutsidehergate,Isitinthecarforawhile

collectingmycomposure,thisissupposedtobea

goodday,ahappyday,mybirthdayandIjustgot

myselfacar,whyshouldIletsomeoldmanruin

thatforme.

Isighpressingthecodeanddrivingintowardsthe

house.

Sheappearsbythedoorandgaspsinshockasshe

screamsoutloudinexcitement.Ilaughgettingout

thecarasshejumpsonmeandIspinheraround

Jordan(joyfully):"OhmyGod!!Youdidit!!You

finallyboughtit!!"

Shesqueezesmyfacewithherhandssuckingmy

lipslikeshewasabouttosuckmysoulout,we

gaspforaironceweweredonekissingasshegets

downandadmiresthecarbrushingit

Jordan:"wooowit'smorebeautifulthanthe

pictures"

Me(chuckles):"ohcomeonbabe,youactinglikeyou

haven'tseenbettercars"



Jordan:"noIhaven'tbecausethisoneisoneofthe

bestI'veeverseen"

Sheopensthedriver'sdoorgettingin

Jordan:"wowitsmellssofresh,babethiscarsuits

yousowell"

Shegetsoutstandinginfrontofmelookingatme

ashereyessparkle

Me(smiling):"yousuitmesowelltoo"

Jordan:"happybirthdaybaby"

Me:"happybirthdayyoutoo"

Shelaughs

Jordan:"it'snotmybirthday"

Me:"Iknowbutitwasanicethingtosay"

Shegigglesshakingherhead,Ipullherinforkiss

Jordan:"uhm,mydadisinside"

Myheartskipsasmyeyeswidenlookingather

Me:"What!?"

Jordan:"I'msorryIdidn'tknowhewasgoingto



come,Iaskedhimtoleavebuthewantedtomeet

you,Itoldhimitwasyourbirthdayandyouwere

comingoversowecancelebrate....theeeenhe

invitedusoverfordinnerwithmomandeveryone"

Me:"Babe?No...Nothat'snothappening,no...

Jordan:"Iknow...it'sshortnotice...

Me:"shortnotice?(Chuckles)that'snonoticeatall,

shit,Idon'tknowifI'mreadyforthis"

Shetakesmyhandsintohers

Jordan:"babe,calmdown,I'llberighthere,holding

yourhand,I'monyourside,nothingcangowrong,

we'llbefine,mydadisareallysweetguyhe's

harmlessIpromise"

Me:"that'swhatalldaughtersthinkabouttheir

fathers,hewon'tbethatsweettome"

Jordan:"there'snoturningbacknow"

Ilookatmycar

Me:"Icandrivereallyfast...

Shegaspsindisbelief



Me(chuckles):"I'mkidding,okay,fine,let'sdothis"

Shesmiles

Jordan:"he'llloveyou"

WewalkinandIletgoofherhandaswewereface

tofacewithherfather

Hehadastraightfaceashewalkedtowardsus

Jordan:"Dad,thisisZeke,myboyfriend,Zeke,thisis

DadTomLakewood"

Heextendshishandforahandshakestillkeeping

anintimidatingstraightface,Ishakehishand

Tom:"Congratulationsonyourride"

Me:"thankyou"

Isayembarrassinglyasitdauntedtomehowloud

wewereoutthere,Jordanbeingallovermeinhis

presence,fuck,ifIknewIwouldn'thavebeenso

inappropriatewithher

Tom:"youmustbeearningadecentamountof

moneytoaffordthat"

Me:"I'mahardworker"



Tom:"humble,howlonghaveyoubeenseeingmy

daughter?"

Me:"it'sbeenalmostthreemonthsnowSir"

Tom:"youcancallmeTom"

Me:"yesSir..ImeanTom"

Hechucklessmiling

Tom:"I'llseeyoutwoatdinnerlater,enjoytherestof

yourday"

HekissesJordan'sforeheadandheadsout,Isigh

lookingather,shepullsmeclosekissingme

Jordan:"toldyouthathewassweet"

Me:"becauseyouwerehere,waituntilit'sjusthim

andI"

Jordan:"youbeingparanoid"

Shepecksmylips

Jordan:"let'sgofreshenupandgetyourbirthday

started"

Me:"Ilikethesoundofthat...butfirst,Ineedtoeat"



Ipickherupandshegigglesasweheadtothe

bedroom

.

.

.

TRUE

.

.

.

Bandile:"sheforgaveyoubutyoudidn'tthinktoask

forhertotakeyouback?"

Me:"Ididn'twanttopushit,IfeellikeIdon'tdeserve

heranymore"

Bandile:"theproblemisyoualwayswanttobe

perfectforeveryoneineverything,theperfectson,

theperfectfriend,theperfectcareer,theperfect

boyfriend,theperfectfather,ineverythingyoudo

youwanttobeperfect,andthehardtruthbro,is

you'llneverbeperfect,youarehumannoarobot,



youboundtomakemistakes,youhavetofailat

something,butfailureisjustagoodthingdisguised

asbad,itonlyrevealshowgooditislaterinlife,we

allneedfailureandmistakestobebetterpeople,

stopsellingyourselfshort,lovestoriesarenot

perfectandyouofallpeopleshouldknowthat,but

unlikeyourstories,evenimperfectlovestorieshave

happyendings"

Ilaugh

Bandile:"andthat'swhyIneverpeptalkyou"

Me(laughing):"I'msorryIdidn'tmeantolaughman,

it'sjust,nomatterhowseriousourconversations

are,youalwaysfindawaytothrowshadeatmy

moviesandtheirending"

Bandile:"yourmoviesarealwaysfireman,butIhate

theendingsyounevergiveusachancetobreath

andIknowyournewonewillbethesame"

Me:"ofcourseitwill"

Helaughsshakinghishead

Me:"yeahbutIhearyouman,butfornowIwantto



focusonbeingthereforherandmybabyandallow

thingstogetbacktogethernaturally"

Bandile:"whileyouwaitingfornaturallyanotherman

willconfesshisloveandtakeher"

Me:"don'ttalklikethat...mxm,goodnight,uyozela

ndyabona"(youdrowsyIsee)

Hechuckles

Bandile:"thatwomanishoot,I'veseenher

Instagram,thatbody...

Me:"fuckyouBandile!Nxa...

HelaughsoutloudandIhangup

Me:"fuckingidiot"

Iscrolldowntohercontact

Ipressonitafterawhileofcontemplating,itrings

andmyheartrateincreasesasIstandupfromthe

bedpacingupanddown

"Maseko?"

Iclosemyeyesandsigh,I'veneverfeltthismuch

joywhensomeonecallsmebymysurname,itmust



bethewayshesaysit.

Me:"Newton"

"Wejustgotinbed"

Me:"ohthat'sgood,Ijustwantedtoknowifyou

weresafeandsound"

"Iam"

Me(sighsnervously):"good..that'sgood"

"Anythingelse?"

Me:"Nonothing...

"Okay,goodnightthen"

Me:"uhmactuallywait,there'ssomethingIwanted

toaskyou"

"Yes?"

Me:"uhmI...aboutthattripyourejected"

"ItoldyouTrueIdon'thaveanyonetotakesoI'll

pass....

Me(interrupts):"takeme...

"(Softly)What?...



Me:"takeme,IthinkIcouldbeuseful,inhelpingyou

learnyourscriptquickersinceIalreadyknowitoff

byheart,youcanactitoutformeandI'llhelpwhere

youneedimproving....Icanalsobeyourpersonal

touristguideanddriverandshowyouthebeautiful

country"

"Hmm...

Me:"Ipromiseyouafullguaranteeoffunandno

funnybusinessIpromisetobestrictlyprofessional"

"Youpromise?"

Me:"Ipromise"

IcrossmyfingersasIsaythatbecauseGodknows

Idon'tmeanit

"Yousureyounotcrossingyourfingers?"

Me:"Nooonoofcoursenot"

"(Giggles)okaythen,that'sisagoodoffer,Ican't

saynotothat"

Me(jumpsforvictory):"Yess!...I..okaythen,we'llbe

leavingnextweekMonday"



"Wow,it'llbemyfirsttimelookingforwardtoa

Monday,ever"

Iburstintolaughter

Me:"nowthatyoumentionit,it'llbemyfirsttime

too...

Welaugh,afterawhiletherewassilencebutmy

smilecouldn'tdisappear

"Goodnightbabydaddy"

Me:"goodnightbabymama"

ShegigglesandIlaughbeforeshehangsupthe

phone,mysmilefillsmywholefaceasIthrow

myselfonthebedandgrabmypillowhuggingit

tightly

.

.

.
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"Alittlegetawaywithyou"



******

Tobecontinued
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Wewereonthejetabouttoreachtheairportof

Thailandaswewereflyingbelowthecloudsand



couldseethebeautifultopviewofthecountry.

Naomi:"wooowit'ssopretty!"

Sheadmireswhileleaningagainstmetosee

outsideasIwasbythewindow

Me:"doyouwanttocomesitthisside?"

Naomi(smiling):"No,I'mgoodlikethis"

Sherestedherheadonmyshoulderlookingoutside,

ittookalotinmetonotturnmyfaceandkissher

lipsasherfacewassoclosetominewhilewe

lookedoutthewindow,Ihaven'theldherinsolong,

evenahugwouldbemuchappreciatedbutIdon't

wantcuminmypantsinpublic,Godknowsit's

beenalongtimesinceI'vereleased,sexwasthe

lastthingonmymindduringthesepastweeks.

Evenhertouchrightnowisdoingunspeakable

thingstome,Imovemyshoulderandshemoves

herheadfromme,IcanfinallybreathasIletouta

sigh

Naomi:"sorry...

Ifrownlookingather



Me:"what...

Naomi:"Ididn'tmeantocrowdyou"

Me:"No,noyounot,younotcrowdingme,youcan

restonmyshoulderifyouwant,Idon'tmind"

Sheleansbackonherseatlookingatherphoneas

thoughshejustlostherexcitement,fuck!HowamI

alreadymessingitup

Me:"Lov....Naomi,heyareyouokay?"

Shesighsandlooksatme

Naomi(smiles):"I'mfine"

HersmilesmakesmefeelateaseasIsighinrelief

Shequicklygrabsontomyhandasthejetstarts

shaking,Ilockherhandintomine

Wereachforlandingasshecloseshereyesinfear,

Ipullheclosertome.

Wegettoastandstillaswehavelanded

Me:"it'sovernow"

Shetakesadeepbreathopeninghereyes



Igetupandunbuckleherhelpingherup.

Wewalkoutasourflightattendantwasalready

waitingforuswithourluggage

Naomi(gagging):"I'mnotfeelingsowell...

Me:"yintonibaby?....

Sheturnsbackandvomitnearthejet,

Me(tothetwoassistants):"pleasecontinuewithour

luggagetothecar"

Theynodandcontinuewalking

IheadtowardsherandIbrushherbackholdingher

hairasshevomitsmore

Naomi(disgusted):"I'msorryyouhadtoseethat"

Me:"it'sjustvomit,lookslikeourlittlemissdidn't

likethatlandingaswell"

Naomi:"notatall"

Iheadinsideandgetawaterbottlefromthebar

fridgebeforeheadingbacktoherandgivingherto

drink



Shesighsandsmilesafterdrinking

Naomi:"justwhatIneeded"

Me:"youbetternow?"

Naomi:"yes,eventhoughIshouldn'tbedrinking

coldwater"

Me:"oh,shit,Ididn'tknow...

Naomi(laughs):"it'sokay,ithelpedthough"

WewalktowardsthecarasIdoalittleruntoopen

thedoorforher

Naomi(laughing):"thankyou"

.

.

.

.
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Me:"Ithinkthat'sall,itdoesn'twanttoclosethough"

Sheopensmysuitcaseandmyclothesallthrown

carelesslyinside

Jordan:"babe,howwillitcloseifyoujustthrew

everythinglikethis"

Me:"it'llbefine,getonthebedandsitonit,I'llzipit

closed"

Shelaughsshakingherheadasshetakesout

everything

Me:"Noobaby,whydidyoudothat?"

Jordan:"becauseit'llbehardtochooseclothes

whenyouwanttogetdressed,goputtherestofour

luggageinthecarI'llbedoneinafewminutes"

Me:"okay,thankyou"

Ikisshercheekandtakeherstufftothecar.

Iwon'tlieIwasexcitedaboutgoingtoHawaiibutI

wishitwouldjustbeherandI,herfamilyisactually

notthatbad,sofarthey'vebeengoodtomeandare



tryingtheirbesttomakemefeelwelcomed,but

theycouldbepretendingjustfortheirchildand

sister,IwillnevertrustanotherfamilyuntilIhave

myveryown,it'seasiertomoveonthatwayshould

therecomeatimetomoveon.

Shecomesoutinherbeautifulshortdresswith

thosegorgeoussandlesthathavestrapsalltheway

upuntilunderherkneecaps.

Itakemybagfromherputtingitintheboot,we

weretakinghercarbecauseitwasbigger

Wewerenowontheroadheadedtotheairport

Jordan:"I'veneverbeenthisexcitedaboutafamily

vacation,thankyouforcoming"

Me:"it'llbemyfirsttimeoutthecountry,soI'malso

veryexcited"

Jordan:"weshoulddoitmoreoften,together"

Me:"wewill"

.

.



.
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Me:"wowthisplaceissooobig"

Ilookaroundadmiringthehotelaswewerebythe

reception

True:"it'sbeautiful"

Me:"haveyoubeenherebefore?"

True:"once,yeah"

Me:"cool"

WegettothereceptionandTruedoesthetalking,

signingusinandgettingourroomkeys,whileIwas

walkingaroundadmiringtheplacelookingatthe

othersidewheretherewasfullofpeopleintheir

swimwearandtheveryblueclearcleanseawith

purewhitesandandpalmtrees,feltlikeIwasina

tropicaluniverse



True:"Newton!Thisway"

Isnapoutofthehypnosisofthebeautyofthis

placeasImakemywaytowardshimwhilesome

womandirectsustoourroom,wemadeourway

inside,itwasalreadyopenasourbagscamein

beforeuswhilewewerebeingsignedin.

Itwasquietawalktothebeachresort,thehouses

lookedbeautiful,theywerebuiltbytheverystillsea

andalllookedthesame.

Woman:"thiswillbeyourhouseforthestay,ifyou

needanythingweonlyacallaway,you'llfindthe

numbersnexttothephone,Roomservicealready

boughtinyourrefreshmentsforyou,rightover

there...

True:"okay,thankyou...

Woman:"enjoyyourstay"

True:"wewill"

Shewalksoutleavingusalone,Iwasalreadybythe

snacksindulging,Iwashungryashell

True:"youhungry?"



Me:"yeah"

True:"doyouwanttofreshenupfirstbeforewego

outfordinner?"

Me:"I'llfreshenup"

True:"okayI'llpickanoutfitforyou"

Iturnbacklookingathimasalittlesmileformson

myface

Me:"youthinkyoucanpickanoutfitforme?"

True(smiles):"yeah,whynot?"

Me:"whatifIdon'tlikewhatyoupick?"

True:"ifIlikeit...Iknowyou'lllikeittoo"

Me:"yousosureofyourself"

True:"you'reminesoIshouldbesure"

Istopsmilingandcontinuewalkingtowardsthe

bathroom.

ItakeanicewarmshowerasIenjoythewater

slidingdownmynakedbody.

AfterawhileIgetouttofindTruealreadylotioning,



hewasbuttnaked,Iwasn'tsurewhethertolook

awayornot,ImeanI'veseenhimnakedsomany

timesbutforsomereasonIjustcan'tgetusedto

seeinghimnaked,Ialwayshavetofeelsomekinda

arousal,IhonestlythinkI'masexaddict,aday

doesn'tgobywithoutthinkingaboutit,aftermy

breakupwithTrue,mynightshavebeentorture,I

missedbeinglockedunderhismuscledbody.

HeeyesmeetmineandIquicklylookawaylooking

forlotion

True:"I'llgiveyouyourprivacyinabit"

Hewalksuptowardsme,Itrymybestnottolook

hisdirectionbutIcouldindirectlyseehimwithmy

cornereyesoIclosedmyeyes

True:"I'msorry,amImakingyouuncomfortable?"

Me:"abit"

Ihearabitofshuffling

True:"I'mdressed,youcanrelax"

Iopenedmyeyeslookingathim,hewasstill

shirtlessandthosetattoosonhischestandarm



weresexyashell.

Me:"aretheretwobathroomsinhere?"

True:"yeahandbedrooms"

Me:"ohhI'lltakealookaroundwhenI'mdone,this

houseisbig"

Heputonhisshirt

True:"itis"

Hewalkedawaydisappearingtotheotherside.I

lotionedmyselfandlookedattheclothesonthe

bed,Ichuckledlookingattheprettylittledresshe

pickedforme,Ijustpackedeverything,Istopped

wearingthisdresswhenmytummygotbiggerasit

becomesextrashort.Itookitandworeit,itwas

shortbutitdidn'trevealmybuttcheeks.

IfixedmyhairusingmyhandsIhadjustcurledit

withheatsoitwasstillsilkandbouncy.

Iheldmytummyastherewasdiscomfortfrom

movementofthebaby,Isatdownholdingand

brushingmytummyasitwasgettingpainful

"Arewereadytogo?....



Hetrailsofflookingatme

True:"areyouokaylove?"

Me:"thebaby'skicking"

Hisfacelitsupashehurriestowardsme

Hesitsnexttome

True:"isitokayifItouchyou?"

Me(frownsinpain):"yeah...

Hegentlybrushesmytummyincircles,asthebaby

keepsmoving

True:"ohhwow,she'sverybusyinthere"

Me(groansinpain):"yeah....

True:"sleeponyoursideforabit"

Ifrownlookingathim

True:"it'llmakethepainabitbetter,Ithink"

Isighlyingonmysideonthebed,hegetsbehind

meandbrushesmytummyhelpingmebreath,his

bodyagainstmineaswebreathedinsync,Iclosed

myeyesandafterafewminutesIwasfeeling



betterandthebabystoppedmoving,Ismilelooking

athishandonmytummy

Me:"shestopped"

Hegotupabitlookingatme

True:"soitworks"

Me(smiling):"yeah,wheredidyoulearnthat?"

True:"I'vehadbabyfeverforsolongIread,watched

andlearnteverythingaboutpregnantwomen,giving

birthprocess,takingcareofaninfant,beinga

parentingeneral,onedayI'llshowyoumysecret

babyroom"

MyjawdropsasIturnaroundtolookathim

Me(amused):"youhaveasecretbabyroom?"

True(laughs):"maybe,don'tjudgeme"

Me:"that's...

True:"weirdIknow...

Me:"cute,Iwasgoingtosaycute"

Hesmilesblushing



True:"soI'mnormal?I'mnotcrazy?"

Me:"weeeeelyouareabitmmhcraycray...butnot

entirely"

Weburstintolaughter

Helooksatmeforawhile,mycheeksheatupas

myheartbeatraces,Ituckmyhairbehindmyear

smiling.

Me:"weshouldgetgoing"

Hegetsupquicklyandpullsmeuphelpingmewe

headouttoanicerestaurantbythebeach,italso

hadabarandtherewasavibeastherewerepeople

dancing,seemslikeitwasabusyevening.

Me:"Ilovethisplace,it'ssopretty"

True:"I'mgladyouenjoyingit,butyouhaven'tseen

nothingyet,justwaitfortomorrow"

IsmileexcitedlyasItrynottoimaginetoomuchor

Imightjustscreamoutloudinexcitement,it'sbeen

yearssinceI'vebeenonvacationoranykindoffun

holiday.

IfeeltearsstingasItryrememberingthelasttime



wewentonvacation,momwasstillalive.

True:"youokaylove?"

Iblinkafewtimeslookingathim

Me:"I'mnotyourloveanymore"

Helooksdowndisappointedly

True:"I'msorry,Ican'tcontrolit,I'llstop"

Myheartsinksfeelingbad

Me:"it'sokay"

True:"whyareyousad?"

Me(shakingmyhead):"justthinking"

True:"pennyforthoughts?"

Me:"thinkingaboutthelasttimeIwentonvacation,

it'ssoblurry,Iwassoyoungandmomwasstill

alive,Ionlyrememberlikethreeholidaytrips

becauseIwasstillveryyoungthen"

True:"I'msorryIdidn'tmeantobringsadmemories,

Iwasjust...

Me:"no,don'tapologize,theynotsadmemories,



theythebestmemoriesofmylife,thankyoufor

remindingmewhatit'sliketohavefun"

Hesmileslookingatme

True:"thefunhasn'tevenstartedyet,letmego

checkonsomething,I'llberightbackpleasedon't

fallasleep"

Ilaugh

Me:"really,Idon'tsleepthatmuchanymore"

Ilie

True:"yeahright,that'snotwhatIpickeduponthe

jet"

Welaughashewalksawaytowardsthebar,Ihope

heknowsthatIcan'tdrinkalcoholunlesshewants

acomplicatedbaby.

AhandsomeKoreanguysittingacrossmelocks

eyeswithme,hesmilesashenoticesI'mlooking

backathim,Iflashafriendlysmilebackathim.

Hetellsmehowboredheiswithhiseyes,Isay

sorrygivinghimapitifullook,Ilaughathowwe

understoodeachother,hewalksuptome,ohshit,



okayhe'sreallycoming.

Him(smiling):"hi"

Me(smiling):"hi"

Him:"I'msorryfordisturbingyou,butyourintriguing

beautycouldnotbeignored,Ihadtocomeupand

greet"

Me(blushing):"oh...thankyou"

SoIwasstillattractiveevenwiththisbelly

thatwasrefreshingtoknow

Him:"canIbuyyouadrink?"

Me:"that'sverysweetofyoubut...

"Heybruh,what'sup?"

TruesaystothehandsomeKorean

Him:"hey,I'mgoodwhat'supwithyou?"

True:"allgood"

Hesayssittingonhischairgivingmewhatlooked

likeacocktail,itwasveryprettyandmostlypink

blendedwithotherdifferentcolors



Him:"oh,I'msosorry,Ididn'tknowyouwerehere

withyourman,forgiveme"

Me:"he'snotmyman,youdon'thavetoapologize"

Him(awkwardly):"oh...Ithought...

Me:"No,wenot,he'sjustmytouristguide"

Him:"soisitokayifIaskyououtonadate?"

Me:"yeah,when?"

Hetakessomethingoutofhispocketandhandsit

tome

Him:"thisismyroomnumberandmyroom

telephonenumber,callme,Iwanttotakeyoutoa

niceplacetomorrowafternoonifyoudon'thaveany

plans"

True:"shehadplans"

Me:"I'llseewhatIcando,I'llcall"

Hesmilesnodding

Him:"seeyousoon"

Me:"seeyousoon"



Hewalksaway,Ismilelookingathimuntilhe

disappearedintothecrowdasmyeyeslandback

onasourTrue

Me:"hewasnice"

True:"youreallygoingtobeentertainingmenonour

vacation?"

Me:"Ithoughtitwasmine?Youwerejusthere

professionally?"

Heclencheshisjawlookingathisdrink

Me:"istherealcoholinthis?"

True(somberly):"No"

Hismoodwasdownnow

Me:"youokay?"

True:"I'mfine,youcan'tgoanywherewiththatman"

Me:"whynot?"

True:"youinaforeigncountry,carryingmybaby,

andhe'sastranger,youcameherewithmeandyou

aremyresponsibilitytotakecareof,besides,Ihad

awholelotplannedforus..foryouthroughoutthis



trip,notforgettingyoustillhavetopracticeyour

script"

Isighlookingathim

Me:"it'sjustonedate...

True:"NoNaomi"

Me:"butI....

True:"Iwillnotrepeatmyself...

Hetakesthepieceofpaperonthetableandripsit

thenputsitinhismouthchewingitbeforespittingit

out,myeyeswidenedlookingathimindisbelief

True(smiles):"tryyourdrink,Ihaditspecifically

madeforyou"

Me(dumbfounded):.....

.

.

.
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Wewerehavingbreakfastbytheloungearea,I

missedhiscookingwhetheritwasbreakfastor



dinneranythinghemakestasteslikeheaven,this

manwasblessedineverydepartmentandIwon't

lieImissallofthem.Iwasn'treallyabouttogoona

datewithaforeignstranger,butthereactionIgot

fromhimwascute,notjusthisreactionwascute

buteverythingaboutlastnightwasamazingeven

thoughitgotalittletoowildaswedanced,abitby

thebeachpartythenwhenIwastiredwewentback

tothehousewherehetriedtomakeaminiparty

withjustthetwoofusdancingandplayinggames

andtalkingallnight,there'sneverafullmoment

withTrue,whenhesaysit'llbefunhemakessureof

it,theenergyIhad,you'dswearIwasn'tpregnant,

butthefootrubIgotfromhimbeforesleeping

reallyhelpedorelsethepainI'dbefeelingrightnow,

I'dregreteverything.

True:"areyousureyoudon'tmindgoingouttoday?

Wecanskipadayandgotomorrow"

Me:"NoI'mfine,let'sgotoday"

True:"Idon'twantyouhavingpainfulswollenfeetor

backpains"



Me:"noI'llbealright,youhavemagichands,soyou

don'thavetoworryaboutthat"

Helaughsaswecontinueeating

Me:"areyougoingtotellmewhereyoutakingme?"

True:"Ican'ttell,butIpromiseyou'llloveit"

Me(smiling):"pleaseImean,whetheryoutellmeor

notIdon'tknowanyplaceheresoitwon'tmakea

differenceI'llstillbesurprised"

True:"exactlysowhyshouldItellyouifitwon't

makeanydifferenceanyway?"

Me:"togetalittlehint"

True(laughing):"nohints"

Me:"howwillIknowwhatI'msupposedtowear?"

True:"I'llpickitoutforyou"

Me(laughing):"youmean"

True(laughing):"Iloveyoutoo"

Ipoutmylipslookingdownashislaughdiesout

lookingatme



True:"weshouldgetready"

Me:"yeahIagree"

Wefinishupwhiletalkingaboutworkmakingsmall

conversations

Iwenttowardsmybed,thebedroomsherewere

openplanbedroommeaningthatintheloungeyou

couldseemybed,itwasjustasmallsteeponlythe

bathroomhasadoor,sothat'stheonlyplaceI

couldgetprivacywhennaked.

Thiswould'vebeenaevenbettervacationifwe

wereacouple,there'ssomanythingsracing

throughmymindwitheverymomentwesharehere,

theholdingback,theawkwardnessofnotbeingfree

tosaythethingswemeantosay.MaybeIshould

makethefirstmove,Ilearntthatlifeistooshort

andtomorrowisnotpromised,ifanythingcould

happentomeandmylifeiscutshort,Iwouldn't

restinpeaceknowingthatmypridemadememiss

mychanceatlivingmylifetothefullest,Iwanttoat

leastmakehappymemorieswiththepersonIlove.

True:"youokay?"



Me:"I'mfine"

True:"yousure?"

Me:"yeah,letmegotakeabath"

True:"yeahyoudothat"

Igetupandheadtothekitchenwashingmyplate,

hecomeswithhisandItakeitfromhimwashingit

withtherestofthedishesasheheadstohis

bedroom.

Icouldn'tstopturningmyheadasweweredriving

throughthebeautifulbigcityheadingtowardsa

placewithahugerollercoastertakingupabigpart

ofthetown

Me(mesmerized):"wow"

Hemakesaturnandweenterthebuilding,wewalk

insideafterpassingthereceptionandshown

throughinsidetheaquarium.

Wewereliterallywalkinginanunderwatertunnel,

therewaswaterandfishaboveandunderneathus

aswewerewalkingsidebyside,everythingabout



thisplacewasbreathtakingandsoothingifIcould

I'dstayhereforever

True:"whatareyouthinking?"

Ilookathim

Me:"canwestayhereforever?"

True(chuckles):"notafraidofgettingseasick?"

Me:"notifIgettoseethiseveryday"

True(pointing):"lookDory...

Ilaugh

Me:"theonefromfindingNemo,Iwonderwhere's

Nemo?"

True:"he'slostasusual"

WeburstintolaughterandIpunchhisshoulder

playfullyaswecontinuewalkingaround,Ipullhis

handtowardstheglasswall

Me:"lookit'sastingray,it'ssocool"

True:"youknowyourfish"

Me(laugh):"I'mnotanairheadyouknow"



True:"Ididn'tthinkyou'dlikeunderwater"

Me:"youkiddingme,Iloveithere,ifthere'sany

placeIcouldclearmymindandfindpeace"

Hesmileslookingatmeasthoughhewasthinking

aboutsomething

Me:"what?"

True:"yousobeautiful"

Ismileasmycheeksheatuplookingawayfromhis

piercingeyes.

Hisphoneringsandhetakesitfromhispocket

lookingatthescreenandhesmiles

True:"Ihavetotakethis"

Hewalksaquiteadistanceawayfrommebefore

answeringit.Okay.Thathasbeenhappeningso

oftensinceI'vespenttimewithhimevenonthe

plane,he'sneveransweredcallsinsecretbeforeor

speakinalowtonelikethat.Hesaidhewasn't

Lelethuanymore...whoamIkidding,It'snotlike

Lelethuistheonlygirlintheworld,heprobablyhas

anewgirlfriend,someonedifferentandfresh,Ican't



believeIassumedhe'ssingle,imagineafineman

likethatbeingsingle,hewasn'tsinglewhenIcame

intothepicture,whywouldhestaysinglewhenI'm

out.*Sighs*whatamIdoing?Givingmyselffalse

hopeatahappylifeasifIhavethebrightestfuture,

he'llneverforgivemeifhe'dfindoutwhatI'vedone,

whatI'vebeenkeepingfromhim.Hewilldefinitely

hatemethen,maybeit'sagoodthingthathe's

foundsomeoneelse,Ionlycomewithpainand

burden,whywouldIwanttoputhimthroughthat?

Fuck!WhydidIevenagreeoncomingtothistrip

withhim,I'veacceptedsomuchofwhatmylifewill

becomethatItotallyforgotthatTruewasn'tpartof

mylifeforthepastmonths.He'llhateme.

"Sorryaboutthat"

Iturnlookingbackathim

Me:"it'sokay"

Hehadthissillygrinonhisface,Ifrownconfused

lookingathim

Me:"whatyousmilingabout?"

Heshakeshisheadashislipsclosesmilingfaintly



True:"nothinginparticular"

Me(sighs):"whenarewegoingback?"

True:"totheroom?It'sstillearly"

Me:"No,whenarewegoingbackhome?"

Hefrownperplexed

True:"home?Whydoyouwanttogoback,wejust

gothereyesterday"

Me:"wegooutmorethanweworkonthescript,I

don'twantanymistakes,thistripseemslikeis

goingtobeadistractionthanaplacetohelpme

focusonnailingmyrole"

True:"butlastnightwewentoverthescriptandyou

didgood"

Me:"Ijustwanttogohome"

True:"Newton,pleasedon'tdothis,wearehaving

fun...aren'twe?"

Me:"no,I'mnothavingfun,canwegobacktothe

roomnow,I'mtired,andpleasearrangeforustogo

backhomeassoonaspossible"



Iwalkawaytowardsthereceptionwherewecame

infrom,myheartwasheavyandinpain

.

.

.

ZEKE

.

.

.

IwrappedatowelaroundmywaistasIwalkoutthe

bathroomtothebedroom.

JordanwalkedinasIwaslotioning

Jordan:"babewe'llbelate"

Me:"I'malmostdone"

Jordan:"y'allreallyturntuplastnight,how'sthe

hangover?"

Me:"it'sbad,butit'snothingIcan'thandle"

Jordan:"willyoubeabletoskyglide?"



Me:"Iwill,Ijustwon'teatanythinguntilafterthat

activity"

Shesmilestakingmyclothesfromthebedpassing

themtome"

Me:"how'sthenausea?"

Jordan:"it'sbetternow,italsohappenedthis

morning"

Me:"butyoudidn'tdrinklastnight"

Jordan:"Idon'tthinkit'scausedbydrinking

babe...I..Imissedmyperiodlastmonth,IthoughtI

waschangingcyclesandwouldgoearlythismonth,

butthismonthiscomingtoanendand..nothing"

Me:"okaythemonthhasn'tendedyet"

Jordan:"yeahbutmyperioddatehaspassed,itwas

supposedtobelastweek"

Itakemypantswearingthemandmyshirt

Me:"whatcouldbetheproblem?Doesthatusually

happenssometimes?"

Iaskbrushingmyhair,myhaircutwasstillfreshas



Igotatrimthedaybeforewegothere

Jordan:"NoZekeitdoesn'thappensometimesor

usually,itonlyhappensifawomanispregnant!"

Sheshoutsinfrustration,Ifrozewiththecombon

mybeard,Iturnedtolookather

Me:"waitwhat?"

Jordan:"IthinkI'mpregnant"

Me(perplexed):"what?How?"

Jordan:"youputyourdickinsidemyvaginaand

copulationtookplace,yourheavyloadedballs

unloadedyourthickfertilesemenandbecause

therewasnouseofcondomsandyouhaveaweak

pulloutgametheyshotrightintomyveryfertile

womband....

Me:"okayokayIgetit,Iknowhowpregnancy

happens...

Jordan:"really?Becauseyouaskingreallydumb

questions"

Me:"I'msorry,I'mjustshocked,I...Ithoughtwewere

careful"



Jordan:"wealwaysontopofeachother,wewere

notalwayscareful,that'swhatspontaneous

intimacygotus"

Islowlycarrymyheavylegstowardsthebedsitting

down

Me:"wow,Ican'tbelievethis"

Jordan:"Dadisgoingtokillme"

Me(whispers):"fuckI'mnotreadyfornobaby"

Jordan:"what?"

Ilookather

Me:"wecan'tbehavingbabiesnow"

Jordan:"becauseyounotready?"

Me:"yeah...Imean...

Jordan:"ifyouwerenotreadythenyoushouldn't

havehadsex!Thesearetheconsequencesofsex"

Me:"Iknowbaby,I'msorry,don'tshout,I'mjustin

shockIdidn'tmeantomakeyouangry"

Jordan:"mxm,you'llmeetusbythebeach!"



Shestormsoutbangingthedoor.

Isighburyingmyfaceinmyhands

Me:"fuck!I'mfucked!...

.

.

.

TRUE

.

.

.

Withaheavyheartandpainfulthroatfromswallow

lumpsweweredrivinginsilencebacktothehotel.

Ikeepstealingglancesatherasshekepthereyes

ontheroad.Whatthehellwasgoingoninthat

beautifulhead,whateveritwas,itwastearingher

down.Whathappened?Weweregoodandhappya

fewminutesago,Ihadhope,weweregetting

somewhere,shewaslaughingandblushing,talked

andjokedaroundandwasgettingcomfortable



aroundeachotherasnormal,Iwonderwhatticked

heroffallofasudden.

Wegottothehotelandshewalkedfastinfrontof

meleadingthewaytoourhouse.

Iwasheartbrokennolie,Ihadsomuchplannedfor

today,forthewholemonthactually,IthoughtI'd

makethisthebestmonthofherpregnancy,before

alltheworkstuffandlabourday.Shedeservedthis

aftereverythingshe'sbeenthrough,mybabygirl

insideofherdeservedthis,littleonemustbeso

scaredwhenmommyisgoingthroughsomuch

stressandpain.Ijustwantedtomakemygirlsfeel

better.

Shesettlesonthebedtakingoffhershoesand

restsfacingtheotherside.

Isighputtingawaythecarkeysandtakingoffmy

shoesasIwalkuptoherandsitontheedgeofthe

bednotlookingather.

Iturntofaceher,shewassniffingassilentlyasshe

could.

Irestmyhandonhertummybrushingitabit,she



putsherhandonmine,Ismile,sheremovesitfrom

herandmysmiledisappears.

Me(sighsheavily):"Love?Newton,talktome"

*Silence*

Me:"whatamIdoingwrong?I'veliveduptomy

promisesofar,Ididn'tcrossanyboundariesasper

yourwish,Idon'tknowwhatelseIcoulddo,butI

wanttomakeyoufeelbetter,Iwantyoutobe

happy...

Naomi:"youcan'texpectmetoalwaysbehappy

TrueI'mhuman....

Me:"IknowIknow,that'snotwhatIexpect,I'mjust

worriedaboutyou,oneminutewewerehavingfun

thenextyouwanttogohome,doesthissudden

changeofmoodhaveanythingtodowith

somethingIsaidordid?...

Naomi:"noteverythingisaboutyouTrue"

Me:"thenwhat'sitabout?"

Naomi:"nothing"

Me:"lookNewton,Iknowyoupregnantandyou



haveallthesehormoneswhichcanaffectyour

moodswingsandallthat,butwetoogrownforthat,

ifwegoingtobeineachother'slives,

communicationandhonestyshouldbeour

strongestlink,nothingwilleverworkoutifwe....

Naomi:"wedon'thavetobeineachother'slives....

Me(fakesachuckle):"likehellwedon't,look,IknowI

wasajerktoyoubutI'mtryingtomakeituptoyou,

Iknowthingsmightneverbethesamebetweenus

butcanweatleasttry...ifnotforusthen...forour

baby?"

Shecoversherheadwithapillow

Naomi:"Ijustwannagohome!....

Me:"home!?Towhat!?Huh!?Toyourfather?Home

towhatNaomi!?Whichhome!?"

Naomi(gaspshurt):"wow...

Shegetsup,Iclosemyeyesandheaveasighas

regretfillsmyheart

Me:"Ishouldn'thavesaidthat...

Naomi(sobbing):"youright,Ihavenoone,noplace



tocallhome,youright"

Iwalkuptoherpullingherintomychestasshe

criesonmychest

Naomi(crying):"I'msosorry...

Me(frownsholdinghertightly):"Nono,don'tbe

sorry...

Naomi(cryinghysterically):"I'msosorry...

Me(confused):"it'sokayLove,it'sokay,wegoingto

bealright.....

.

.

.
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"Unspokentruths"
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Tobecontinued

.



.

Sorryfortakingsolong,amdealingwithalot

experiencingaseriouswritersblock butI'm

trying.Sosorryforkeepingyouwaitingsolong,I

knowit'sfrustratingandit'sfrustratingmetoo.
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Myleavewasfinishedanditwasmyfirstdayback

atwork.ItwasstressfulIhadabunchofworkloadI

hadtocatchupwith.

ThankGoodnessthedaywasalmostover,Icouldn't

concentrateatmylevelbest.

TherewasstillabitoftensionbetweenJordanand

I,she'smadbecauseofwhatIsaidweeksback,

she'sreallydraggingit,I'veapologized,butshejust

doesn'twanttohearit.

It'dbenicetohavesomeoneIcouldtalktoright

now,someonewho'llknowjusthavetherightwords.

Itakemyphonescrollingthroughmycontacts,I

heaveasighlookingatthenumber

.

.

.

NAOMI

.

.



.

True:"holdontightly!"

Myeyeswereclosedfearingformylife

Me:"Slowdown!"

Heslowsdown

True:"openyoureyes"

Iopenthemandlandwasnowhereinsite

Wewereinthemiddleofnowhere,justclearblue

wateraroundus,myheartwasreadytojumpright

outthroughmythroatasfearcrippledme.I

shouldn'thaveagreedgoingjetskiing

Me:"True,Wherethehellarewe!?"

True:"don'tpanic,wenottoofarfromland,justfar

enoughtonotseeit"

Me:"NopleaseIwanttoseeit,shemetheland

please"

HelaughsashedrivesforabitandIcouldseethe

shore,Isighheavilyinrelief.



Me:"damnyouTrue,haveyoueverwatchedhorror

movies?Don'tyouknowaboutseamonsters?"

True(laughing):"I'mhere,Igotyou,nothingwillhurt

you"

Me:"mxmasifyoucanprotectmeforasea

monster,you'llbethefirsttorunoff"

WelaughashedrivesthejetabitfasterandI

squeezehimtightly

True:"saysthegirlholdingontomelikeI'mherlast

hopeinlife"

Me:"mxmwhatever"

IlookaroundasIgettotakeinthebeautyofthe

wateraroundus,it'ssupperclear,thefisharevery

visibleandtherocksunderneath,I'veonlyseenthis

kindofcleanclearoceanwatersinpicturesand

movies,thiswholeholidayhasbeenamovie.True

managedtochangemymindinleaving,wellhe

didn'tchangemymindhegavemenochoice

becausehedidn'tmakethearrangementstogo

homeandthere'sabsolutelynothingIcoulddo

aboutitashehasalltheauthorityover



transportationforus.Wewerecivilwitheachother

againandagreedonbeingfriends.

ThisplaceisheavenonearthandI'msohappywe

didn'tleave,I'vedoneeverythingIcouldeverdream

of,TrueknewallthethingsIwantedtotry,from

foodtodaringactivities.OnthatsamedayIasked

himtogohome,wewentbacktotheunderwater

aquariumturnsouttherewasalsoanicerestaurant

there,diningunderwaterwasthebestexperience

ever.

We'vedonesnorkeling,beingthatdeepunderwater

wasterrifyinglyawesomewithTrueholdingmy

handthroughitallmadeitmorecalming,afew

daysagowewentskygliding,Ididn'tthinkthey'd

allowmesinceIwaspregnantbutIwasnotinmy

lastthreemonthssotheyagreedalthoughIsigned

aholdharmlessclause,shouldanythinghappento

ustheywillnotbeheldliable,itwasscarysigning

thatasitmademequestionofanythingwasgoing

tohappentome?Ormybaby,butallthathappened

wasloadsoffun,Iwon'tlieIdidhavenauseathat

eveningbutIwokeupfine.Wealsowentonawhale



submarine,Ican'tthinkofanyotherwayswedidn't

exploretheocean,Iwasgettingaddictedtoit,I

wouldn'tmindbeingamermaidandlivingunder

water,it'ssobeautifulundertherealthoughthe

sharkswereveryterrifying.

Thiswasourlastweekherewewereleavingintwo

days,tomorrowisourlastdayhereandIdoubt

there'sanythingnewthatTruecanletme

experiencethatwehaven'talreadydone,buthe's

alwayssurprisingmeeachandeveryday,justwhen

Ithinkhe'drunoutofthingsforustodo.Even

thoughweagreedonbeingfriendstheconnection

betweenuswasjustnaturalandcouldnotbe

controlled,wehavealreadysharedmomentsof

weaknessbutitonlyendswithkissing,we've

attemptedtotakeitasfarastothebedroombutI

somehowalwaysgetthestrengthtostophim,I

don'tknowhowbecausehebetemptingmewith

hisgentlemanromanticbehavior,Idon'tknowhow

muchlongerIcanresist,Ijustknowwegoingtobe

goingbacktorealitywhenallthisisoverandhearts

aregoingtobebroken.



Wechangedbacktoourclothesleavingthat

equipment

Wewerenowbackatshorewalkingalongtheclean

whitesand,thesandherewasnothinglikethesand

inSouthAfricanbeaches,itwassowhiteandclean,

evenwhentouchedbywateritwasn'tmuddy.

Hewasholdingmyhandasweenjoyedthe

atmosphere,weheadedtowardsthefoodtrucks.

True:"doyouwantahotdog?"

Me:"yespleasewithfries"

Westoodbytheopenfrontanditsmelleddamn

good

True:"hotdogsandfriesfortwoplease"

Hehandsmemineandweeatwhilewalking,we

wereheadedbacktotheroom,Ifinishedmyhotdog

inlessthanfiveminutes

True:"damngirlwheredidyourfoodgo?"

Me:"whatfood?Areyougoingtoeatthat?"

Hiseyeswerewidenedinshocklookingatmethen



athishalfwayeatenhotdog

Me:"areyou?"

Hereluctantlygivesittome

True:"Ican'tbelieveyoufinishedthatfast(looking

around)yousureyoudidn'tthrowitaway"

Helooksbackatmeasmymouthwasfullwiththe

lastofhis

True:"Youdangerous"

IlaughasIcontinuechewingwalkingtowardsour

resorthousefinishingthefries.

Me:"atleastthatwillkeepmeuntildinner"

True:"wereyouthathungrybabe?"

Me:"Iwasstarving,weusedalotofenergytoday,I

hopeyouhaveamorepeacefulnightplannedforus

today"

True:"Isavedthebestforlast"

Me:"youlying,therecan'tpossiblybemorebeautiful

thingstoseearoundhere,myfavoritewasthatthe

dolphincruiseitwassobeautifulwatchingthem



diveinandoutthewaterandsplashingus,touches

them,uuhhandthesunsetjustmadeeverythingso

pretty,thatwasthebest"

True:"speciallywhentheysplasheduswhilewe

werekissing"

Irollmyeyesathim,didhehavetosaythatpart

Me:"Ihopetomorrowwejustrelaxingasyou

promised"

True:"tomorrowwenotdoinganythingdrastic,I

promise,youneedtorelaxbeforewegetbackto

work"

Ithrowmyselfonthebedaswejustgotinside

Me(smiling):"Ican'twaittogetworking"

IgetupasInoticeIwassleepingonsomething,it

wasalonggarmentblackbag

Me:"what'sthis?"

Hewalkedtowardsme

True:"openitandfindout"

Ipullthezipperdownasagaspescapesmymouth



overwhelmedbythebeautyofthedressasIpicked

itup,itwasalightwhitelongdress,withanopen

offshoulder.Itwasabeautifulmodernvintagelike

design.Itwasverybeautifulyetsimpleandlightas

itdidn'thavealotgoingon.

Me:"ItsbeautifulTrue...(looksupathim)..howdid

you...whendidyougetthis?"

True:"I'mgladyoulikeit"

Me:"Iloveit,wow,whereareweevengoing?"

True:"toamagicalplaceyou'veneverseenbefore"

Hesayspullingmeintohisarms,Ismileexcitedly

asIfeelbutterfliesinmystomach.

Me:"letmegetreadythen"

True(lookingdeepintomyeyes):"youdothat"

Itakeahugebreathbeforefindingthestrengthto

moveawayheadingfortheshowerwhilepressing

myphonesoIcouldplaymusic,Inoticedamissed

call,myheartpoundedfasterasInoticedthe

number,Iimmediatelycalleditback.

Itrangbuttherewasnoanswerasittookmeto



voicemail,Itrieditagainbutitjusthanguponme.I

sighshakingmyheadchoosingthesongIwanted

asItookawarmshower.

.

.

.

ZEKE

.

.

.

LaterthiseveningIdecidedtobuyabunchof

flowersandchocolates,theyfilledmywholecar,I

didn'tknowhowtomakeituptoherbutIhadtotry.

Afterplacingthemnicelyalloverthehousewith

candleshereandthere,Iwasreadyforhertoshow

upanyminutenow,Idelayedherfromcoming

homebyaskinghertobuyafewthingsatthe

shopsthatweneededinthehouse,eventhoughwe

didn'treallyneedanything.



Iheardhercarpullingup,Ionlyhadonmyblack

underwearandabowtiearoundmyneckwitha

blacksheriffhat.It'snotmytypastylebutanything

togetevenasmilefromhertosoftenherheart.

Sheopenedthedoormakingherwayinside,her

mouthdroppedasshelookedaroundbeforeher

eyeslandedonmeandherjawcouldn'tdropany

lower,sheburstsintolaughterlookingatme

Jordan:"whatthehellareyouwearing?"

Me(smirks):"nothingmuch"

Isaywalkinguptoher

Me:"I'mgladyoufoundhumorinit,eventhoughI

wasgoingforapantydroppinglook,youshouldbe

allkindsofturnedonrightnow"

Jordan(laughing):"ohI'mturnedonalright"

Me:"baby,Iknowthisisnothing,butIwantedyouto

knowthatI'mreadytobethesheriffofourhouse,

takinggoodcareandprotectingyouandourkids

thatareyettocome,IknowIsaidI'mnotready,but

thatdoesn'tmeanI'llrunawayfrommy



responsibilities,I'mreadytobereadyandprovide

foryouallyourneeds,IloveyouandI'mnotgoing

anywhere,I'msorry"

Jordan(smilingtearfully):"I'mjustasscaredasyou

areZeke,I'veneverhadababybeforeandit's

terrifying,Ididn'texpectyourreactionwhenItold

you,youjustawakenedallmyfears"

Me:"I'msorrybabe,pleaseforgiveme,Ipromiseyou,

younotgoingthroughthisalone,ever"

Weleanourforeheadsagainsteachother

Jordan(sighsclosinghereyes):"Iloveyou"

Me:"Iloveyoutoo"

IhitheronherbuttwiththeblackstickIhad

Me:"nowgetyoursexyassupthosestairs"

Shegigglesrunningupthestairsasherclothesfly

offontheway

.

.

.



TRUE

.

.

.

Thatdresslookedsosexyonher,thebumpmadeit

evenmorebreathtaking.

Shehadwetcurlyhairasshewashedit,thewet

curlsmadeherlookverycute.

Shewasstillfixingherface.

Me:"weshouldgetgoing"

Naomi:"I'malmostdone"

Sheappliedherlipstickandworeherflat

comfortableshoesasshewalkedtowardsme

Naomi:"done,wecango"

Itookherhandinmineaswewalkedouttothecar

asIdrovehertothelocation.

Naomi:"youboughtmeabrandnewdresstoday,

whatistheoccasion?"



Me:"theoccasion(lookingather)isyou"

Naomi(blushing):"Me?It'snotevenmybirthday"

Me:"itdoesn'thavetobe,youspecialeveryday"

Naomi(smiling):"okaystop,youhurtingmycheeks

again"

IlaughasIrestmyhandonherthigh,it'sahabitI

can'tcontrol,I'mjustgladshedoesn'tmoveit

Wegettothehotel,Iopendoorsforheruntilwe

were,weweregivenourroomkeysandledtoour

room.

Naomi:"Truewhyareweinahotel,wealready

stayinginoneandhowcomeroomsare

downstairs?"

True:"wellIsawhowmuchyouenjoyunderwater,

soIbookedthisplace"

Theelevatorstopsandweweresurroundedby

transparentwallunderthesea,asweenteredthe

bigroom.

Naomi(whispers):"ohmyGod....thisisnotreal..."



Shesayslookingaround,eventhegroundwas

transparentwithfishswimmingunderneathus

Naomi:"thisisfuckingawesome!...

Sherushesuptomeattackingmewithahug

Naomi:"Iloveyou!...

Ismileasmyheartmeltinjoyhearingthosewords

blurtoutofhermouthunexpectedly,shealso

shockedherselfasshelooksatmekinda

embarrassed

Naomi:"uhmImeanIloveit,thisplace"

Ipullhercloserassheplacesherhandsonmy

chestlookingintomyeyes

Me(whispers):"don'tfightit,love"

Shesighslookingawayfrommyeyes,there'sbeen

somethingbotheringherdeepinsidebutshejust

couldn'tbringherselftotellme,I'vebeenpatient,

tryingnottoforceitoutofher,Iknowshe'lltellme

eventually.Butwhateveritis,it'sblockingusfrom

movingforward.Ithoughtshewasonlyworried

aboutthecallsI'vebeengettingassheaskedme



aboutthemandIassuredhershehadnothingto

worryabout,butIcouldn'treallytellherwhothey

werefrombecauseI'vebeenplanningallthese

surpriselocationsforhereverydaysincewegot

here,buttodayisthemostspecialone.I'ma

nervouswreckbecauseI'mnotsurewhereher

feelingsareatwithme,hopefullytheyatthesame

levelasmine.

Shethrowsherselfonthebedfacingupatthe

ceiling,unfortunatelyitwasnotatransparentwall

becauseitneededlightsafterall.

Shegetsuplookingaround,therewereroses

everywhere,Ididasktheymakeitasromanticas

possible,alothastogodowninthisroom,specially

onthatbed.

Naomi:"Goshsothisiswhatyouhadinmind,I've

officiallyseenitall,I'llbesleepingundertheocean

tonight,Icandienow"

Me:"don'tsaythat,there'ssomuchmoreyoustill

havetosee,besideswehavetoseeourkids

becomegranniestotheirgrandkids,soforget



dying"

ShelaughsasIpullherup

Me:"there'smoretoournight,thiswillbeourlast

destination,let'sgohavedinner"

Naomi(smiling):"youwereseriousabouttreating

melikeaqueenweren'tyou?"

Me:"youonlynowfiguringitout"

ShewrapsherarmaroundmywaistasIwrapmine

aroundhershoulder.

WeheadouttothebeachwhereIhadsetupa

smallromanticsquareopentent,witharound

diningtableandtwochairs,therewasnonalcoholic

champagneonanicebucket,thefloorwasdraped

withsilkclothandrosePatelsallover,thewhole

settingwassurroundedbycandlewhichmadean

isleforusallthewaytothetentwhichlookedlike

walkingtowardsthealtar

Naomi(tearfully):"NowayTrue...

Sheburstsintotearsoverwhelmedasshecovers

herface



Me:"Love?...

IstandInfrontofher

Naomi:"whyareyouwastingyourmoneyandtime

onme....thiscan'tbeallforme"

Me:"I'mnotwastinganything,youthemotherofmy

baby,andI...IreallyloveyouNewton,Ireallydo,if

youdon'tunderstandthatbynowthen,younever

will"

Shelooksupatmeashereyelinerwasnowabit

smudgedfromthetears

Iwipethemoff

Naomi:"I...

Me:"shhhdon'tsayanything,let'sgoeat,hungeris

makingyouemotional"

SheburstintoalaughmakingmelaughasIputmy

handbehindhernakedbackleadinghertoouraltar.

Naomi:"thisisbeautiful,everythingisjustoutofthis

world"

Me:"waituntilyouseetheocean"



Shelookstowardsit

Naomi:"ithaslights?Whatisthat?"

Me:"let'sgotoitwhilewewaitforourfood"

Wewalktowardsthesea

Naomi(eyeswidened):"Nowaythisisreal,whatis

this,ohmyGoditlookssosopretty"

Me:"theycallittheseaofstars,itonlyhappens

onceinawhileduringthelatesummer,it'sagood

thingwecameherenow,it'scausedbysomesea

creatureswhichmaketheseaglowatnight"

Naomi:"where'smycamerawhenIneedit,Iwantto

takepicturesofthis,andeverythingelse"

Igivehermyphone

Me:"youcanusethisfornow"

Naomi:"it'sjustasgood"

Shesaystakingitandputtingitthepasswordshe

onceknew,itwasstillthesame.

Shelooksatmewithasmirk



Naomi:"afraidtochangeyourpasswordcauseyou'll

forgetitgrandpa?"

Me(laughing):mxmwhatever"

Shetakesphotosoftheseathenturnsthecamera

tometakingpicturesofme,Iposeforherdoing

extraasshewasinstitcheslaughingoutloud,she

madeustakeselfies,Ihateselfiesbuttheywere

enjoyablewithheraswemadefunnyfaces,she

kissedmycheektakingapicture,Iquicklyturn

givingheralongpeckshedoesn'tmoveasshe

continuestakingpictures,afterputtingherfeetin

thewater,weracedbacktoourtableafter

challengingme,shewasafastrunnerasshebeat

metoit,Idon'tknowhowshestillhassomuch

energywiththatbelly,itwasclearthatshewas

exercising.

Naomi:"youstillaslowgrandpa"

Me:"Iletyouwinasusual"

Naomi(laughing):"anymoreliesfromyou,yourteeth

willfalloff"

IlaughaswesitdownandIpouredsome



champagneforus

Naomi:"youtryingtogetusdrunkMaseko?"

Me(chuckles):"it'snonalcoholiclove,keep

dreaming"

ShelaughsandIsmile,thehappinessonherface

boughtsomuchjoyinme,honestlyitwasthemost

beautifulthingoutofallthebeautifulthingsI've

seen,nothingcomesclosetohersmileandthose

bigeyeswellatleastnotinmyeyes,maybeIam

drunkinlove.

Naomi(shyly):"stoplookingatmelikethat"

Me:"likewhat?"

Naomi(blushing):"likethat"

IsmilechucklingasItakeasipofmydrink.The

waiterbringsourfood,Ihadalreadyorderedour

foodforus,everythingwaspreplanned.

Naomi(tothewaiter):"thankyou"

Heleavesusaswedevourthedeliciousfood

talkingaboutthebeautyofthisplaceand

reminiscingaboutourexperiencehereandthe



thingsthatweshouldstilltrynexttimeasItellher

allthenicecountriestovisit,shecouldn'tbelieve

therewasmorebeautifulplacesthanthis,Iwasjust

happytoseeallhersurprised,shocked,

overwhelmedandexcitedfacialexpression.If

there'sanyoneinthisworldI'dwannaspendthe

restofmylifewith,it'dbethisawesomewoman

Infrontofme.

Naomi:"Truecomeonnow,areyouevenlisteningto

me?"

Me:"everyword"

Ilie,Iwasindreamlandimaginingourfuture.I

swearthiswomaneithergavemelovepotionorshe

bathswithpinkwaterandcallsmynameeverytime.

Naomi:"really?WhatdidIsay"

Shit!

Me:"thatlipstickyougoton,isitnew,I'venever

seenitonyou"

Naomi:"yeahit'snew...heeyIseewhatyoudid

there"



Wewerenowhalfwaythroughdesert

Shefrownasshestruggleswithchewing

somethinginhermouth,Ifrownlookingather

Me:"youokay?"

Shesucksitforawhileandtakesitout,hereyes

widenlookingattheshinydiamondring.IknowI'm

cliche.Godhelpme.

Me:"what'sthat?"

Naomi:"No...nonothisisnothappening...

Me:"what'snothappening?"

Shelooksupatmewithtearsfallingdownherface

Naomi:"it'saring...Ithinksomeonedroppeditby

mistake,ortheygavethewrongorder...or...

Me:"sowhyyoucrying?"

Naomi(tearfully):"Idon'tknow...Iknowthisisnot

whatIthinkitis"

Istandupandpullhertostandonherfeetaswe

lookintoeachother'seyes,myheartwasbeatingso

fastasnervescrippledin.



Itaketheringfromherhandcleaningitwiththe

tissuethatwasonthetable.

Naomi:"ohmyGoditis....

Me:"Ihavethoughtaboutitseveraltimes,ofhow

lifewouldbe,ifwespendittogetherforever.Ihave

realizedthatyouarethegirlthatistrulymadefor

meandI'malsothemanthatismadeforyou,we

sharesomuchchemistry,everythingwithyouhas

beeneffortlesseversincewemet,everymomentI

spendwithyouisthebestmomentofmylife,I

neverknewthatanangellikeyoustillexistsinthis

world...

Naomi(cryingsilently):"True....

Igodownonmyknee

Me:"Ipromisetobethereforyoueverysingle

momentofyourlife,Iwillbebyyourside,Ipromise

totakeverygoodcareofyou,however,rightnowall

thatI'maskingyou,isabeautifultokenofmyheart,

wouldyoumarryme?"

There'ssilenceasshecontinuescrying,herhand

overhermouthshakingherhead.I'mholdingmy



breathbecauseIcan'ttellwherehermindwasat.

Me:"pleasereleasemefrommydismayandsay

something"

Naomi:"Ineedtotellyousomethingfirst"

Ifrownasfearengulfsme,thetoneinhervoice

shuttersme

Me:"whatisit?"

Naomi:"I...I'vealreadygavethebabyupfor

adoption,IthoughtIwasdoingtherightthingat

thattime,I'vesignedandeverything,whenthe

doctortoldmeaboutmyhealthandthatthere'sa

possibilitymybabymightcomeoutwithbrain

damageorotherdisabilitybecauseofthetreatment

I'lltaking,IjustdidwhatIthoughtwasbestbecause

youhadLelethuandherperfectchild,shedoesn't

likemeandI'veseenhowmuchyoucaredabout

her,Icouldn'timagineyouraisingmychildwithher,

I'mnotevensureIwillmakeittobirth,butthe

doctorsaidIhavebetweenthreemonthsoriflucky

butscarcelyoneyearstolive,Ididn'tknowhowto

handlethesenews,I'msosorryTrue,Iwasn'tsure



ifyoureallylovedme,Iwasalwayswaitingforyou

toleaveormessupandwhenthatnighthappened

inthehouseandwhatIwentthroughinthehospital,

Iacceptedthatitwasoverforgoodbetweenus,I

don'thavemuchtimeanyway....

Therewasthissharpunbearablepaininmychest,I

wasshutteredasIcouldbarelymove

Me(tearfully):"w-what?....

.

.

.

*******

"Willyou?"

*******
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HegotupfromthegroundasIlookedathimwith

somuchfear,thefearoflosinghim,hejustlooked

atmewithtearsrunningdownhisface.Heputhis

handsinhispockets.Defeated.Devastated.

Heartbroken,isallIcouldseealloverhisface.I

wantedtodroponmykneesandapologizebutI

wasgenuinelyfrozenanticipatinghisfrustration

andangertowardsmeandmyselfishness,buthe

juststoodtherelookingintomyeyes.



Hewalksawayfrommewalkingtowardsthebeach

leavingmestandingtherewithmykneesshaking,

thecoolbreezesuddenlybecameveryhotmaking

mesweat.

Idragmyheavyfeettowardshimreluctantly,not

surewhetherIshouldgotalktohimorleavehimto

breathandheadbackinside,Istoodafewfeet

awayfromhimnotsurewhattosay.

Ishouldprobablyheadback,Iturnattemptingto

walksaway

True:"whyyounevertoldme?"

Iturnbacklookingathimandwalkcloser

Me:"because,Ididn'twantyoutohateme,Iknow

it'sstupidbut,Iknowhowmuchyou'vealways

wantedchildren,I....Ididn'tthinkyou'dloveher,

becauseshewon'tbelikealltheothernormalkids,I

thoughtIwasmakingthebestdecisionformy

daughter"

True:"notthat,whydidn'tyoutellmeaboutyour

health?Whatdoyoumeanyouonlyhavethree

months?Whendidyoufindthisout?What's



happeningtoyou?"

Me:"Ihavemesotheliomacancer,apparentlyit's

incurable,it'slikeadeathsentence,veryfewpeople

makeittwoyears,it'ssaidtobeveryaggressive

andfatalandmostpeopleonlymakeittwelve

months"

Hepresseshisforeheadwithhisfingersclosinghis

eyes

True:"pleasetellmethisisaprank,please,this

cannotbereal"

Me:"I'msorryabouttheadoptionI....

True:"thatdoesn'tmatterrightnow,wecaneasily

fixthat,Icangetsomeonetotakecareofthat,it's

notasbadasabortion,Naomi,howamIgoingtofix

you,I'mnotreadytoloseyou,wesupposedtobe

startingourlivestogether,forever,theremustbe

somethingIcoulddo,isittoolateforsurgeryto

removethetumor?Orwasthatwhattheywere

doingtoyouthatnight?"

Me:"No,thebabywasinadangerousposition

whichiswhatcausedthebleedingthatnight,so



that'swhatthedoctorsfixed,(shamefully)Ijusttold

thedoctortotellyouIunderwentsurgerysoyou

canleavewithoutseeingme,adaylaterthedoctor

whoIwaslongsupposedtogotowhenshecalled

afterourlastappointment,shediagnosedmewith

cancer,Ihadtochoosebetweendoingthesurgery

andlosingmybaby,orsavingmybabywithhopes

thatImakeittolabourdayandriskwaitingforthe

cancertospreadwithlesschancesofsurgery"

Isniffwipingoffmysnortwiththebackofmyhand

Me(crying):"Ichosemybaby....

MylegscouldnolongercarrymeasIfeltmyself

fallingtomykneesbuthisarmswerealready

aroundmeashecaughtme

Me(heartwrenchingcry):"Iwantmybabytolive....

True(crying):"Iwantyoutolive....

Weheldontoeachothertightlyaswebrokedown

ineachothersarms

Hepicksmyweakselfupasweheadtowardsthe

hoteltakingustotheroomashetellsoneofthe



staffthatweweredonebyourtable.

Hegentlyputsmeonthebedandsitsnexttome

withhiselbowsonhiskneesandhandsoverhis

headasthoughhewasinabattlewithhismind

Me:"True?...

True:"I'mtryingtothink,justwait,I'llthinkof

something,IknowIwill....somethingwillcomeup,I

canfixthis,youdon'thavetobescared,I'lltake

careofit...

Me(somberly):"Trueplease,pleasedon'tmakeme

gothroughthis,I'vealreadyacceptedit,please

don'tputimpossiblesolutionsinmyhead,denialis

theworstsicknessofthemall"

True:"youcan'twaitforthefullninemonths,you'll

havetogivebirthprematurelyatleastatsixor

sevenmonthsthat'sinthenexttwomonths,a

prematurebabycansurvivetheyalwaysdo,then

youcanimmediatelydothesurgeryandremove

thattumor"

Me:"surgeryisnotacureTrue,it'llhelpyes,butit's

notacure"



True:"Iknow...butpeoplehavesurvivedcancer

before,you'llalsosurvive"

Iheaveadeepsighbeforesittingbackresting

againstthepillow.ThisiswhyIdidn'twanttotell

himaboutthis,wewerehappyafewminutesago,

mywholetimehereIdidn'tfeellikesomeonewho'll

dieanytimesoon,forthefirsttimeinforeverIfelt

alive.There'sjustsomethingsohealingaboutthe

ocean,thisplacereallydidbringmepeace.

Hegetsonthebedlyingnextmeashetakemy

handintohis.

Heputshishandinhispocketdiggingfor

somethingbeforecomingbackwiththatshiny

beautifuldiamondring.

Heliftshisheadashisbloodshoteyeslookinto

mine

True:"youstillhaven'tansweredmyquestion?"

Moretearsstreamdownmyfacenodding

Me(tearfully):"yes,yesI'llmarryyou"

Heslipstheringinmyfingerandit'stheperfectfit,



myeyesfixedonit,itwassoprettymademyheart

smileasIlookedupathimandhedrewmeinfora

kiss,thekissdeepenedashemovedcloserclosing

anygapbetweenus,itwasslow,hishandstights

aroundme,myheartbeatingfaster,mytummyin

notsandbubbly,asthemovementofhishandon

myskingavemegoosebumps,Ihaven'tbeen

touchedlikethisinawhile,hegotontopofme,my

bodygotexcitedasshiverswentdownmyspine,

myladybetweenmylegsthrobbedatthefeelingof

herhardmateagainsther.

Thekisswasfilledwithemotionsastearswere

streamingdownhisfaceontomycheeks.I

wrappedmyarmaroundhisneckwhiletheother

handheldontohiswaistasitwasmovingin

circularmotion.

Ipulledawayfromthekisswithheavybreathing

Me:"whataboutourbaby"

True:"whatabouther?"

Me:"theadoption"

True:"didyougetmysignaturetohandovermy



parentalrights?"

Ishakemyhead

True:"thenthatadoptionprocessisnotvaliduntilI

signthosepapers,whichIwillnotdo"

Hesayspullingmytositupashepullsdownthe

zipperofmydresswhilekissingmyneck

Me:"I'msorry,Idon'tknowwhatIwasthinking"

True:"we'vemadeourshareofmistakes,Ican't

imaginewhatyouweregoingthrough,byyourself,

I'mjustmadIdidn'tfightforyouortrygetyouback

tomesooner"

Iliftedmyarmsmakingiteasyforhimtopullupmy

dresstakingitoffashethrewitonthefloor

True:"Imissedyousosomuch"

Hesayskissingmepushingmetolieonmyback,I

helphimtakeoffhisshirtas,hegotonhisknees

takingoffhispantsashisblackmachinesprang

outpointingrightatme.

True:"haveyoubeenbehavingyourself?"



Inod

Me:"youweremylast"

True:"youalsoweremylast"

Hesaysburyinghisheadbetweenmythighs

leavingsoftkissesandlovebitesonmyinner

thighs,IputmyhanduplookingatmyringIlovedit,

Iquicklygrabthesheetsashistonguewasworking

mysensitiveparts,heslidinhisfingerasIflinched,

hepusheditinandoutwhilehistonguelickedmy

clit,heslidinanotherfingergrowinginandout

upwardsmycanal,moansescapemymouthasmy

pussygetslimierbytheminute.Lordhavemercy,

blessthisman'shands.

Myheadthuddedagainstthepillow,heatpulsing

throughmybloodfromthepointwherehistongue

wasdrivingmemad.Myeyesrolledtothebackof

myhead,Mylegflexedagainsthisback,urginghim

closer,myhandscuppinghisheadtoholdhimstill

asIrockedintohim.Feelingtheroughsatinstrands

ofhishairagainstmysensitiveinnerthighswasits

ownprovocation,heighteningmyawarenessof



everythingaroundme

Ifeltmyselfcreaminghisfingers,hegotupwiping

thewetnessinhishandonhisdickrubbinghimself

ashecameuptokissme.Heliftedmylegupover

hisshoulderasherubbedhisdickin-betweenmy

pussylipspushinginonlythetipofhisdickand

rubbingitontop,hejustkeptdoingthatforawhile,

plantingsoftkissesfromthebackofmyearlicking

mylobeskissingmealonemyjawline,Iwashighly

stimulatedandwasnowyearningforhimtomake

lovetomealittleharderandfeedthatpussythe

wholething...

Me(breathlessly):"babyquitteasingpleaseputitin"

Hesmirkslookingintomyeyes

True:"areyoubeggingfordickNewton?"

Me:"yes,pleasedaddy....

Hechucklesmischievouslypeckingmylips,I

gaspedandgrippedtheedgeasmybodystretched

toaccommodatehim.Thefeelofhimwasgrowing

morefamiliar,



Mybloodwashotasmyskinturnedpink,my

nippleshardasrockashegentlysuckedonthem

whilestrokingmeslowly,hehadthissexywayof

movinghiswaistwhichdirectedhisdickindifferent

angles,Iwasbreathingheavilybeneathhisstrong

muscledbodylockingmedown.Mymoansclashed

withhisgroansashispacepickedupfuckingme

harder,mybackarchedhisbodyclaspedagainst

minethesoundofhisheavyballsslappingloudly

againstmycheeks,hewasputtingitallin,hewent

onandonharderandfasterasmyboobsbounced

upanddown,Iheldmybellythehesqueezesmy

boobsholdingthemtostopbouncingsomuch

whichwasareliefbecausetheywereabitsore.

Me:"aahhhfuckk!!Yeahbabyyy....

MylegsshookasIfeltabigwavecomingas

thoughIwasabouttopeeandtheclearliquidcame

gushingoutmypunanislashingonhisdickand

tummy

True(groaning):"ohhhshit...fuckyesss"

Heburieshimselfdeeperinsideme,heshootshis



semeninsidemyalreadyfertilizedwomb,Igasp

holdingmybreathtakingitallinlikeabiggirl,fuck

hewasabnormallybigandtakingitallinbought

immensepleasurablepain.

GodIhopemybabyisnotseeinganythingor

gettingpokedinthere,

heslipsoutasIlookupathim,hepullsmeupfor

bothofustobeonourkneesaswekisswhilemy

handrubbedhisdickwhichwassoakedwithmy

slimycream,heturnedmearoundmakingmebend

overashewasabouttotakeitfrombehind,ohLord

havemercywearenotdone!?Mylegswereweak

butnotweakenoughtostophim,Iwantedhimjust

asbad,I'veacceptedthatwewereaddictsand

there'snothingwecandoaboutitbesidesfuck

eachothertilltherewasnomorestrengthleftinour

soul.

Heslidinandoutrubbingitontopbeforesliding

backinandoutrubbingitontop...fuckthatfelt

sooogood,hefinallyputitinandstartedstoking

menottooslowandnottoofastjusttherightpace

whilebrushingmybigbelly



"Aaahhhh....

Imoaninpainashejustgavemeahardspank

True:"that'sfortryingtogivemybabyaway"

Hespankedmeagainleavinganitchbutdistracts

thepainwithpleasureashefucksmeharder

Me(breathlessly):"ahhfuck...I'msorry...

Hespanksmeoncemore,shitwaspainfulbutsuch

adamnturnonatthesametime

True:"sorrynja?"(Sorrydog?)

Me:"sorrydaddy....

True:"that'smygirl...

HeliftsmeupasI'monmykneeswhilehewasstill

insideme,hishandchokesmyneckroughbut

gentlywithmyheadrestedonhisshoulderchest,

hisnoseagainstmyearfanningmewithhiswarm

breath,hisotherhandgentlysqueezingandplaying

withmyboob

True(whispersagainstmyear):"you'remine

Newton,you'remineforever"



Me:"I'myours...yoursalone"

Heslippedoutturningmetofacehimhegotoffthe

bedasIfollowedtotheedgeofthebed,hepicked

meupwrappingmylegsaroundhiswaist,heslidit

backinsideashetriedtothrustbutitslippedout,I

wassoakingwetfromalltheorgasmswe'vebeen

releasing,Idon'tknowhowhewasstillhardor

wherehegetsthismuchenergy,doesthisman

thinkI'mhistreadmillinthegymhe'soverworking

me,IknowIdidhimbadbutdamnthiswastoo

much,thespanksinbetweenjustsparkedallmy

sensations.Iwantedthisgorgeousbeast,Iwanted

himsobad.Icouldn'tgetenough,Idon'tknowifit

wasthepregnancybutIfeltlikemysexual

sensationswereveryheightened,moreintensethan

normal.

Hisarmsunderneathmylegsandhandscupping

mycheekshestartedbouncingmeupanddown,

despitetheweightgainIwasstillnothingtothis

man,thewayhecarriedmeeffortlesslyasI

pouncedonthatdick,notsurehowtoholdontohim,

Iwasmoaningandscreaminglikeamadwoman



myeyeswerelikeundertakerasthedickwastoo

damngood,mytoescurledupasIhuggedhim

tightly,hewasstokingsofastsohardIwas

vibrating,mycheeksclappingagainsthimaswe

bothgroanedoutloud,Ifeltmyselfsproutingout

morewaterasmywholebodyshook,hegroaned

loudlystillreleasing,weandreachedapowerful

climaxlikeneverbeforeasitjustkeptongoingfor

quiteawhile,Iheldontightlyontohimashelaid

mebackinbed.

Heslidoutslappingmypussywithitbeforekissing

measwerestednexttoeachothertryingtocatch

ourbreaths.Weweretotallyoutofit,allsweatyand

wetashell.

Me(breathlessly):"thatwasthebestsexI'veever

had"

True(breathlessly):"samehere"

Me:"Ihopemybabyisokay,wewereabitrough"

True:"she'llbefine,itwasagoodexercise"

Ilaughgettingup



Me:"weneednewblanket"

True:"it'sonlywetontheoutside,theywon'tchange

blanketsforusthislatelovey"

Me:"Isquirtedallovertheblanketwecan'tsleep

withit,we'llhavetousethesheetsonlytocoverus"

Ipenguinedmynumblegstowardsthebathroom,

damnthetransparentwallinhereplustheblue

lightsmadethisbathroomlookverycool,Iwentin

theshower,wedidn'tevenbringourstuffheresoI

wasusingthesealedshowerscrunchie,Iwas

enjoyingthewarmwaterhittingfrommyhead,

takinganicewarmshoweraftersuchaheated

session,IknewIwasabouttohavethebestsleepI

haven'thadinalongwhile,Ithinkmypussyisstill

inshockasitwasbeatingnonstop,Iwasswollen,I

gentlywasheditrubbingitwithfoam.

Istartledasafearfulgaspescapedmymouthwhen

Ifeltsomeonetouchmyshouldersfrombehind

Me(thuddingheart):"damnloveyouscaredme"

True(whispersagainstmyear):"mybad"



Hebitesmyearlobe,Igiggleflinchingasittickles

me

Me(blushing):"staaap"

Hejoinedmeintheshowergivingmeaniceback

scrubandawettummymassage,itfeltsogoodas

herkeptpushingmytummyupasthoughhewas

holdingthebabyformemakingitlessheavy,Ifelt

hisdickgettingharderagainstme

Me:"Nolovepleasedon'ttellmethat'swhatIthinkit

is"

True:"babedoyourealizeit'sbeenthreemonths

sincewelastbeensexuallyintimate,andyou've

beenplayinghardtogetthewholetimeinthislittle

heavenIboughtyouto,I'vebeenpatientwithyou,

nowIcan'tgetenoughofyou"

HecomplainswhilerubbingitonmeasIarchmy

backholdingonthewallforbalance,hethrustsitin

slowlyfillinghimselfinme

True:"Yourpussyissocozy"

Me:"mmh...



.

.

.

TRUE

.

.

.

Iwasonmylaptopdoingsomeworkascallcomes

throughmyphone.

"HeyMrMaseko,sorryImissedyourcall,wasina

meeting"

Me:"MrsWilson,it'snoproblem,howareyou

doing?"

"I'mdoingalright,howareyou?"

Me:"I'mgood,Ineedyourassistanceforsomething

urgent,themotherofmyunbornchildgaveour

babyupforadoption,shehassignedoverherrights

buthasn'tinvolvedmeinthisprocess,soI'dlikefor

ustomeetupwiththesepeoplesowecanexplain



tothemthatIdonotwishtogiveawaymybaby"

"Ohhokay,no,thatwillnotbeahardcaseatall,I

willlookintoitandyoucancontactmewiththe

detailsoftheadoptiveparentssowecansetupthe

meetingwiththem"

Me:"okay,I'lltalktomyfianceandgetbacktoyou"

"Fiance?Youengaged?"

Me(smiling):"yes,ithappenedlastnight"

"WowI'msohappyforyou,congratulations"

Me:"thankyou"

"OkaythenenjoytherestofyourdayMaseko"

Me:"sametoyou,bye"

Ihanguplookingbackatthelaptop,theydropped

offourstuffearlythismorningfromtheotherhotel

wewerestayingat.

Afteransweringimportantemailsandmakingafew

businesscalls.Igotupandwenttowardsthebed,

mybabywasoutofitwithhermouthopenandlittle

softsnorescomingouthernose.Itakemyphone



andtakepicturesofher,thebumpunderthesheets

waseverything,Iputmyhandonherbumptakinga

pictureofit.

IlogontomyInstagramandpostthispictureIjust

tooktogetherwiththepictureswetooklastnightby

thesea.

Ithinkforawhilebeforetypinginacaption

"NotsolongagoIwasaloneandlost,andthenyou

camealongandIwashome.IcrownyoutheQueen

ofmyheart.Onthisday,Ivowtobecompletely

yoursforever,Nothingtrulyevermadesenseuntil

youcameintomylife.I'mmuchmore'me'whenI'm

withyou....Despitethefearanduncertainty,Iwant

youtoknowthatIloveyou,I'mhere,andI'mwilling

toseeallofitthroughaslongasyou'rebymyside

@NaomiNewton "

Ipostitandputmyphonedowngettingonthebed

andkisshereyelids,shesmilesblinkingwithher

eyesclosed

Me:"goodafternoonMrsMaseko"

Sheopenshereyessmiling



Naomi:"heyMrMaseko,waitit'safternoonalready?"

Me:"yeah"

Naomi:"damnhowlongdidIsleep"

Shetakesherphonecheckingthetimethengives

methelook

Naomi:"liar,it'sonlyhalfpastnine"

Me:"I'mkidding,butitfeelslikeyou'vebeen

sleepingforages"

Naomi(yawning):"Iwastired,Istillam,youover

workedmeMaseko"

Me:"I'msorrymylove,areyouinanypain?"

Naomi:"yes,mylegsarecrampingandmypussyis

painfulandswollen"

Me:"letmesee"

Ipullthesheetsaway

Naomi(laughing):"Nooo...

Me(laughing):"letmefeelalittlebit"

Ibrushherpussyanditwasswollenwhichmade



mydickhardjustfeelingherthinkingofallthe

creamsshewasreleasinglastnight,thelongest

orgasmI'veeverhad,Ididn'tknowitwaspossible

toreleasethatmanyspermseversinceIstarted

havingsex.

Naomi:"No,nowearenotdoingthatrightnow...

Shesaysgettingoffmygrip

Me:"I'llbequick,please"

Naomi:"Nolove,I'mstillsore"

Ipullhercloser

Me:"I'llbegentle,Ipromise"

Isaykissingherlips,shemoansweakly

Iturnheraroundfacingherbackonme,Itakemy

alreadyharddickslidingitingentlyhertight

swollenlips.IgroanhelplesslyasIstartstroking

herfrombehindpickingupmypace.

....

Wewerenowgettingreadyforourspardate,I

promisedheramorechilledlastdayhere,sowe



weregoingtogetfullbodytreatmentfromheadto

toeforstraightupthreehours.

Sheissupperexcitedaboutthisdateassheputon

hercomfyclothesandslippers,Ialsoworeshorts

andatanktopwithslippers,honestlyIalsoneeded

therelaxation,we'vebeendoingtoomuchandthe

lastthingIwantedwasforustogobackhometired,

weneedtoberefreshedandtodayweweredoing

allthingsrefreshing,fromallkindsofmassages,

mudbathing,heattherapy,hydrotherapyto

pedicuresandmanicures.Thefullexperience.I

wantallstressandanykindofpainoutherbody.

Naomi:"whenwegetbackwerelaxinginbedand

readingoverthescriptright?"

Me:"yesmylove"

Shewassmilingfromeartoearasshefixedher

hair

Me:"Iwasthinkingmaybeweshouldtrymeditation,

Itreallyhelpspsychologicalwise,Ithinkit'llhelpus

staypositiveandgetridofstressanddepressing

thoughts,sowe'llknowhowtodealwithhard



situationsthrownatus,italsohelpsincrease

patienceandtolerance,Iusedtodoitalot,butI

stoppedsomewherealongthelineayearago,butit

wasveryhelpful"

Naomi(nodding):"I'dlovetotryitbabe"

Ihugherfrombehindkissinghercheek

Shesmeltsogood.

Me:"Iloveyou"

Naomi(smiling):"Iloveyou"

Herphoneringsfromthebedasbothoureyesland

onitandit'sanunsavednumber.

IwalkawaygivingherspaceasIgobrushmy

beardandcombmyhair

"Zeke?....

Iturnbacklookingather

"Hey,it'sbeenawhile"

Iturnbacklookingatmyselfonthemirror

andcontinuecombingmyhair



"I'moutofthecountryunfortunately....Idon'tknow

aboutthat.....Idon'tthinkthat'sagoodidea.....I'll

thinkaboutit....yeahwhateveryousay.....lookI

don'twanttotalkaboutthatrightnow...No....bye"

Shehangsupwithafrownonherforehead

asIwatchherfromthereflectionofthemirror,she

lookshurtandfrustrated.

Isighwalkinguptoher,Istandabitofadistance

fromherburyingmyhandsinmypockets

Me:"everythingalright?"

Shequicklywipesatearawaytryingtohideitfrom

mebeforefakingasmile

Naomi:"I'mfine,sorryaboutthat,itwasZeke,he's

nevercontactedmesinceheleftuntilnow"

Me:"whatdoeshewant?"

Naomi:"hesayshewantsustofixthings,our

friendship,hesayshewantstomeetup"

MyheartsinksasIswallowalumponmythroat

Naomi:"butyoudon'thavetoworryaboutit,I'mnot



goingtomeetuporfixanything,I'mdonewithhim,

he'sthepast"

Shegetscloserholdingmyarms

Naomi:"you'retheonlymanthatmattersinmylife,

you'remyfuture,Iloveyou"

Ilookatherforawhile,sheflashesherbeautiful

smileatmeandIcan'thelpbutsmileback.Iwas

notabouttotalkaboutorargueaboutZeke,atleast

notrightnow.ThisvacationisaboutherandI,I

won'tletanyonemessthatup.

Me:"let'sgo"

Naomi:"wait...

Shedemands,cuppingmyfaceasIleancloserto

herbendingdownabitandweshareapassionate

kiss.Iloveher.Andthere'snoturningbackfromit.I

wasreadytofightanythingandanyone.Sheismy

love.Iwasagoneboy,ifthereissuch.

.

.

.
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Eventhoughwestillhadamonthtoknowourscript,

wehadtogotothestudioandpractice,biwas

excitedaboutmeetingtheotheractorsfrom

America.

Truedecidedweshouldnotsayanythingaboutmy

medicalcondition,orelseI'dbefiredfromplaying

theleadrolebecauseoftheuncertaintyofmy

lifespan.

HehasfaiththatI'llmakeitthroughouttheshooting.

Hetookmetothedoctortodiscusshissuggestion

abouthavingthebabyprematurely,itwasagood

ideathedoctorsaidandit'lldependonthe

developmentofthebabyatsixorsevenmonths.

Wehavesetappointmentsforspecificdatesuntil

thatseventhmonth.

True'sfaithinmelivingandconqueringthiscancer

reallygavemehope,thewayhetreatsmegivesme

life,IevenforgetthatIhavecancer,hetalksabout

ourfutureplansasthoughI'llbearoundformany

yearsandhe'spositivityiscontagiousandI'm



lookingforwardtoourweddingday.

ItwasFridayandtodayafterworkwearesupposed

tobegoingdowntoEasternCapetoGqeberha,he

wantsmetomeethisfamily,sowecansharethe

goodnewsandforthemtojustgettoknowme.I

won'tsayIwasexcitedaboutmeetingthefamily,

I'mmorenervous,alothashappenedbetweenTrue

andIsincewe'vebeentogetherandI'mnotsure

howmuchtheyknowaboutmeorhowtheyfeel

aboutme,IalreadyknowAmandaalreadyhatesme.

Ihaveafeelinghisfatherdoesn'tlikemeeitheras

hewastheonewhoarrangedLelethuforTrueafter

webrokeup.

Director:"Cut!Okay,thatwasgood,youguysare

reallynailingyourscripts,youarenaturals...butthat

willbeenoughfortoday,youguysshouldgohome

andgetsomerest,we'llmeetagainTuesday"

Everyonescatteredheadingtheirownway.

Ipickedupmywaterbottleandheadedtotheoffice

alongthepassage,Iopenedthedoormakingmy

wayinside.



"ThreemillionRand(chuckles)thatistoolittle

comparedtotheofferwealreadygot...theyshould

callmewhentheyreadytotalkrealmoney(laughs)

that'schange,Noootheyusedtoscammingthese

smalltimewriters,that'snotagooddealat

all....they'llseewhattheydo..(chuckles)yeah,okay,

bye"

Hehangsuplookingdownathisphonepressingit,

hewasfacingtheglasswallandwasobliviousto

mypresenceintheroom,thebackviewofthisman

wassomethingoutofamagazine,thebuttwasmy

favoritetolookat.

Itiptoetowardshimandwrapmyarmsaroundhis

waist.

Heheavesaheavysighandholdsmyhands

brushingthem,myheadwasrestedonhisback,he

makesmefeelsafe.

Hiscolognewaseverything,hesmeltlikemoney.

True:"howwaspractice?"

Me:"itwasfunasusual"



Heturnsaroundandfacesme,Ismile,myheart

meltsatthelookinhiseyes,Ican'thelpit,

everythingabouthimwascharming,Ineverknew

thereweredifferentlevelswhenitcomestolove,I

alwaysthoughtit'seitheryouinlovewithsomeone

oryounot,butthemoreI'maroundthisman,the

moreIrealizethere'smoretolovethanjustIlove

you,there'smoretolovethanjustattraction,it

comeswithsomuchmoreandit'sverydifferent

fromanythingI'veeverexperienced,hedoesn'tjust

makemehappy,hislovemakeslifeworthliving,he

makesmegratefulforlifenomatterhowhardand

challengingitgets,heremindsmethateverything

comestopass,wecaneithercryandsulkaboutit,

orgetupanddosomethingaboutit.

True:"that'sgood.Love?"

Me:"yeslove?"

True:"yousureyoureadytomeetmyfamily?Idon't

wantyoutofeelforced"

Me:"I'mreadylove,nothingisforced"

True:"yousure?"



Me:"babe,aslongasyoubymyside,I'llbereadyfor

anything"

Hetakesmyhandswrappingthemaroundhiswaist

True:"I'llalwaysprotectyou,fromanythingand

anyone,youhearme?"

Me(blushing):"Ihearyou,daddy"

Helaughsshowinghisprettywhitestraightteeth

Iliftmyselfupwithmytoesgettingclosertohis

faceheleansdowntomeandweshareakiss,it

wasthewayhecapturedmylips,thewayhetakes

histimewithit,thewayhishandcaressesand

squeezesmybuttcheekthatfilledhisbigmanly

handwhilehisotherhandwasaroundmyneck

beneathmyhair,hisfingerslidingintothebackof

myscalprunningthroughmyhairbrushingitgently,

mywholebodywasalertabouteverylittledetailhe

didasithadaneffectonmyheartbeat,myblood

temperatureandthebubblesinmytummy,the

electricshiversthroughmyveins,allbecauseofhis

touch.Iloveitwhenhe'sthisgentleandslowwith

hiskisses,itwassuchaturnon,mypussyagrees



withmeasitwasalreadythrobbing.Theaggressive

heatedhungrykissesweremyfavoritetoo,butthis,

ohthiswaseverythingatthismoment.

Icouldkisshimforeverbutthenthegrowthofhis

dickagainstmewillmakeusmissourflight.Shit,

ourflight!

Ipulloutthekiss

Me:"wehavetogetgoing,ourflightleavesinan

hourandwestillhavetogopickupourthings"

True:"ifyouhadletustakethejet,thiswouldbethe

lastofourworries"

Me:"IknowbutIwanttoexperiencealltypesof

planes,Istartedwiththebest,Iwanttoknowhow

economyislike,howfirstclassislikeandbusiness

class,I'mgratefulIstartedfromthetopbutIwant

toknowwhatmakespeopleappreciatethetopby

experiencingthebottom"

Hesmilesbeforerushingandtakinghisbag,car

keysandphone,it'safunnyhowhealwayslooksso

smartandprofessionalbutcarriesaschoolbag

insteadofabriefcaseorsomethingmore



sophisticated,itwasactuallycute.

.

.

.

.
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Iwalkedintherestaurantlookingaroundbut

couldn'tfindher,soIwenttofindaseat.I

distractedmyselfonthephonewhilewaiting.

"GoodeveningSir,canIgetyousomethingto

drink?"

Ilookupathim

Me:"justaglassofwaterfornow"

Waiter:"comingrightup"

Hewalkedaway.Icheckthetimeatthetopofmy



screen.Shewassupposedtobeherebynow.

MywatercomesandItakeasip.

IwasonInstagramwhenhernewpostpoppedup.

Itwasavideoofdifferentshotsofhergettingready

toleaveandbeingattheairport.Ireadthecaption.

"MeetingtheFamilyforthefirsttime,I'llpostthe

vloginafewweeks.Thevacationvlogisstill

comingaspromised,justdoingfinaltouchestothe

edits.Fornow,wishmeluck!@TrueMaseko "

Myheartsunk,Iloggedoffandheavedadeepsigh.

Shesaidwecouldmeetuptoday,andhereIam,but

sheknewshewasleavingandwasn'tgoingtoshow

up.IguessIdeservedthistreatment.

WhenIsawapostofherpictureswithTrue

revealingherpregnancytotheworld,Irealizedwhat

abigmistakeImadeleavingherthewayIdidand

cuttingheroffasthoughshemeantnothingtome.I

actedlikeacoward.ButIdon'twantwhatwehadto

turnintodustlikeitdidn'tmakemethemanIam

today,ourfriendshipwaseverythingandIneededit,

tillthisdayIdon'thaveanyoneinmylifeIconnect



tothewayIconnectedwithNaomi.Istillloveher

verymuch,Itriedtomoveon,Itriedmybesttonot

thinkabouthereverydaybutIcouldn'tbecausethe

beautifulmemorieswecreatedtogetherweretoo

precious.

JordanisanamazingwomanandIloveher,butthe

mainthingthatdrewmetoherwashowmuchshe

resembledandremindedmeofNaomi,ofcourse

shewasdifferentfromherbutIwasinlovewiththe

Naomipartsofher,nomatterhowIthoughtIhadit

allfiguredout,myheartwassomewhereelse.AndI

needherback.IknowIstillstandachancebecause

shedoesn'tavoidmytextseventhoughshereplies

verylate,shestoppedpickingmycallsthough.

It'sgoingtotakemorethanjustanapologytowin

herback.

MyphoneringandIpickitup

"Baby,Ihopeyoucominghomeearlytonight

becauseIpreparedyoufavoritefordinner"

Me:"I'monmywayaswespeakbabe"

"Imissyousohurryup,butdon'tdrivetoofast,I



wantyouhomeinonepiece"

IstandupleavingaR10tiponthetableandwalk

out

Me(chuckles):"Imissyoutoo,pleasedon'tburnmy

sweetbabywiththosepots"

"He'stakinghisownsweettimegrowing,Iwantto

getthiswholegivingbirththingyoveranddone

now"

Me:"weshouldenjoythepregnancybabe"

"Iknow,butthinkingaboutlabourjustmakesmeso

nervous,Ihatepain"

Me:"youawomanafterall,youcanhandlethatpain,

youwerebuiltforit"

Ihearhersmiling

"Iloveyou"

Me:"metoo,byebabeI'montheroad,youwantme

inonepiecedon'tyou?"

Shelaughs

"Okaybyenow"



Ihangupstandingoutsidemycar,Iscrolldownto

hercontact.

Isighbeforeclickingonitanditsendsmestraight

tovoicemail,itmustbeonairplanemode.

ItextheronWhatsApp

"IguessIdeservedthat,probablyevenworse,Iwas

reallylookingforwardtoseeingyou.Ijustwantyou

tohearmeout,justonce,andifyoustillfeellikeI

don'tdeserveyourforgiveness,I'llbehurt,butI'll

leaveyoualone,ofit'swhatyouwant.Imissyouso

muchandI'dreallylovetoseeyou.Please.

P.S.haveasafetrip"

Isenditandit'sonetick.

Igetinthecaranddrivebackhome

.

.

.
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"Andwehere"

Igetupfromhisshoulderasmyheartrate

increases,mytummyrumblingasnervescrippled

in

Me:"ohhIcan'tdoitTrue,whenIsaidIwasready,I

lied,I'mnot!"

Hesmileslookingatme

True:"you'llbefinelove,youdon'thavetobe

nervous,butIunderstand,justholdmyhand

wheneveryoufeelscared"

Inodagreeing

"Flightattendants,preparedforlandingplease"

Flightattendant:"Cabincrew,pleasetakeyourseats

forlanding"

IholdontohimtightlyIhatedthispart.

Economywasn'tthatbad,itwasdefinitelya

downgradefromthejet,ahugedowngradeasthere



wasthreeofusintherow,Truetookthewindow

andIwasinthemiddlebetweenhimandsomeold

lady,shewasn'tthatold,lookedlikeshewasinher

midforties.ThankGodourflightwasn'tthatlong

onlyanhourandtwentyminutes.

"LadiesandgentlemenSAexpressairline

welcomesyoutoPortElizabeth,forthesafetyand

thosearoundyou,pleaseremainseatedwithyour

seatbeltfastenedandkeeptheaislesclearuntilwe

areparkedbythegate"

Heliftsmyhandwhichwaslockedinhisandkisses

it,andIfeelabitcalm,Imeanwhatcouldgowrong

withmyangelbymyside.He'sstilltheangelwho

alwaysshowedupwhenIneededhimmostbefore

weevenkneweachotherlikethis.

Heparkedoutsidethisbeautifuldoublestoryhouse,

itwassimpleandveryhomey,nottooflashybut

sophisticatednonetheless.

Westoodbythedoorashewasabouttoknock

Me:"wait...



Hestops

Me:"letmebreathfirst"

Itakehugedeepbreathsasheholdsmyhands

breathingwithme,welaughathowridiculouswe

looked,hepulledmeinforakisscalmingmedown.

Thedooropenedandmyheartdroppedasagrown

manwithafullblackandgreybeardonhisface.

True:"daaadheey...

Hesaidloudlywithafullfacesmileopeninghis

armsforahug,theysharedahuglaughing

MrMaseko:"heyson,awusanqabaga"(youareso

scarce)

WellatleastIknowTruehasn'tsharedanything

aboutusyet,thefactthatI'mpregnant,orthatwe

hadafight,almostlostourbabyandbrokeup,he

assuredmehisfatherdidn'tknow.

Helookedatmewithalittlesmile

MrMaseko:"thismustbethefamousNewton?"

Me(smiling):"yessir"



Ireachmyhandoutforahandshakeandheshakes

myhand,Iwaswearingabigbaggyjacketsomy

bumpwasn'tvisible,buttheshirtIwaswearingwas

definitelygoingtorevealeverything.

Wewerewelcomedinthecozywarmhome,the

weatherherewasicecoldandthishousewasvery

warm,itmadesenseassoonasIspottedthe

fireplaceasweenteredthelounge,IsatbesideTrue

onthecouch,thearomathatwascomingfromthe

kitchenfilledmynostrilsasmytummygrumbled.

True:"Dad,IwantyoutomeetmyfiancéeNaomi

Campbell"

Ilaughathowhejustcalledmebythefamous

Britishmodel'sname,butthefatherfrowns

confused

MrMaseko:"IthoughtitwasNewton?"

True(laughing):"Neverminddad,itwasajoke,but

yes,it'sNewton"

MrMaseko(fakesalaugh):"ohhokay,wait,didyou

sayFiancée?"



True:"yes,IthoughtyouknewbecauseIpostediton

mysocialmediaandthepictureshavebeen

trending"

MrMaseko:"YouknowI'mhardlyonsocialmedia

andyoursisterneversaidanything"

Idon'tknowwhybuthewasbeingawkwardandfelt

likehewaslying,maybeI'mreadingtoomuchinto

it.Buthedoesn'tseemhappytoseeme,hissmiles

didn'tseemgenuine.Iunderstood,Iwasastranger

andIdidhurthisson.

Itcouldtakeawhileforhimtogenuinelywelcome

meorevenlikeme.

True:"wellhereweare,ohandbabe,thisismydad,

DavisonMaseko"

Me(smiling):"it'sanhonortofinallymeettheman

whoraisedsuchagentleman,Ieheardsomuch

aboutyouandIthinkyouareareallygoodfather"

MrMaseko:"thankyou(clearsthroat)foodisalmost

ready,I'llgocheckonmypots,pleasemake

yourselvescomfortable,andgetreadyfordinner"



True:"itsmellsdeliciousinhereasalways,we'llgo

changeintowarmerclothes,Iforgethowcoldit

getshere"

MrMaseko:"theboyswentoutwiththeirsister,they

allshouldbebackanyminute"

True:"Iwasabouttoask,okaythen"

Hehelpsmeupandweheadouttothecartaking

ourluggage

Me(whispers):"hedoesn'tlikeme"

True:"what?Howdidyouconcludethat?"

Me:"Icanjustfeelit,hedoesn'tlikeme,notonebit"

True:"he'sjustbeingprotectiveandhard,he'llcome

around,Ipromise"

Me:"don'tmakepromisesofthingsyoucan'tcontrol

True"

True:"Love,wejustgothere,relax,he'llloosenup,

he'slikethatwhenhefirstmeetspeople"

Isighashepullsmeinforahugkissingmy

forehead



True:"Igotyourback,always"

Ismilelookingupathimandweshareaquickpeck

Me:"youlooksomuchlikehim,yousurehe'snot

yourrealfather?"

Helaughs

True:"no,peoplehavesaidwelooklikeeachothera

bit,buthe'snotmyfather,mymotherwasajunkie

shecouldn'thaveattractedamanlikemydad"

Me(smileschuckling):"hey,you'dbesurprisedwhat

lovecanmakeahighstandardmansettlefor,and

howdoyouknow,I'msureyourmotherwasn't

alwaysajunkie,atsomepoint,shewasprobablya

veryclassywomanbutlifedealtwithher"

Helooksatmethoughtfully

True:"youhaveapoint,but,Iassureyou,Dadmet

mebycoincidenceatthatorphanage,theywerejust

doingvoluntaryworkandonedayhappenedto

bumpintomeandtheyfoundinterestinme,that's

allthereistoit"

Me(shrugs):"okaythen,Iwasjustsaying,let'sgo



change,I'msoocold"

Weheadinsidewithourstuffandheleadsustoour

bedroom

Me:"yourfatherdoesn'tmindussharingaroom?"

Heburstsintolaughter

True:"babe,howoldamI?Please,Icansharemy

roomwithwhoeverIplease,andIpleasetoshareit

withyou"

Me(laughing):"I'mjustsurprisedbecausemyfather

wouldnever.....

MylaughtertrailsoffasIcontinuelookingfor

somethingwarmtowear

Ifeelhisarmswraparoundmefrombehind

True(kissingmycheek):"hey,it'sokay"

Me(tearfully):"IhatethatImisshim,hedoesn't

deservemylove"

True:"he'syourfatherbabe,andhe'llalwaysbeyour

firstlove,atsomepoint,you'llhavetotalktohim,

soonI'llbesendingmyuncle'sandwecan'tget



marriedproperlywithouthim,myfamilyisvery

traditional,withoutblessingsfromyourhome,there

won'tbeanywedding,unlessit'sjustyouandIand

afewfriendsathomeaffairs,whichisnotwhatI

wantforus"

Me(sighs):"Iknow....it'sjust...I'lltalktohim"

True:"andI'llberightbyyourside"

HekissesmyneckstillholdingmefrombehindasI

restmyheadonhischest.

Iguessdisowninghimisoutofquestionsnow.

.

.
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Me:"thatwasdeliciousbabe"

Jordan:"youwelcomemybaby"

Igulpdownthewinewipingmymouthbefore

gettingup

Jordan:"oh,wait,whereyougoing?"



Me:"I'mdoneeating"

Jordan:"yeahbutI'mnotdoneyet,wenormallyjust

talkuntilwebothdone,younothelpingdoingthe

dishestonight?"

Me:"I'lldothemtomorrow,I'mtired,Ijustwantto

sleep"

Jordan:"amIboringyou?"

Me:"babe,don'tmakeabigdealoutofnothing,Ijust

wanttosleep"

Jordan:"pleasedon'ttellmethisishowyou'llbe

treatingmenowthatI'mpregnant,Ican'tbegoing

throughallthosehormonesandagrumpy

boyfriend"

Me:"sonowit'sgrumpywhenallIwantisrest?Ihad

alongdayatwork,youknowI'mstilltryingtoprove

myselfthereandIhavetoworkextrahardthan

everyoneelse"

Jordan:"yeahwhateverZeke,gotobed"

Me:"youmadnow?"

Sheremainsquiet.Isitbackonmychair



Me:"fine,I'llsitwithyoubeforeyoustartcrying

aboutmegoingtorelaxafteralongdayatwork"

Jordan(tearfully):"Isaidgo!Didn'tI!?"

Sheclickshertonguegettingupandheadstothe

kitchenwithherdish.Shethrowsitinthesink

breakingitintheprocessassheheadsuptothe

bedroom.

IsighbrushingmyfaceasIleanbackatmychair.

Igetuptakingthedishesonthetabletothekitchen,

Icleanupthebrokenplatethrowingitawaybefore

washingthedishespackingawaythefoodthatwas

leftinlunchboxes.Iwipethefloorleavingthe

kitchenspotlessbeforeheadinguptobed

switchingoffthelights.

Igetintheshowertakingaquickrefreshingshower

beforeheadingtobedwhereJordanwasonher

phone.

Ilotionmybodyputtingonanewpairofunderwear

thenheadtobed.

Igetclosertoherkissinghercheek



Me:"Icleanedthekitchen"

Jordan:"goodforyou"

Me:"ImsorryifIwasgrumpy,Ihonestlyjusthada

baddaytoday,Ididn'tmeantotakeitoutonyou,

I'msorry"

Shelooksatme

Jordan:"it'sokay,youforgiven"

Me(smiles):"thankyou"

Jordan:"whydidyouhaveabadday"

Isighmakingmyselfcomfortableinthecovers

Me:"afilewentmissingontheexpensesofthe

business,Ididn'tlosethembutit'sinmy

departmentsoIwastobeheldaccountable"

Jordan:"awbabe,that'sterrible...

Me:"it'sfine,itwassortedbecausetheluckilythe

recordswerealreadycapturedinthecomputer's

system"

Jordan:"that'sgoodthen,I'msorry,itmust'vebeen

sostressfulonyou"



Me:"yeah,butthat'snoexcusetotakeitoutonyou"

Jordan:"youright"

Me:"it'swon'thappenagain"

Weshareakiss,herhandfindsit'swaydowntomy

guy,Ipulloutofthekiss

Me:"nottonightbaby,Ireallyamexhausted,canwe

pleasejustspoonandsleeptonight?"

Jordan:"okay,buttomorrownightyoumakingitup

tome"

Me:"I'llbehappyto"

Wekissoncemorebeforeswitchingofftheside

bedlightsandcuddlingeachothertosleep

.

.

.

TRUE

.

.



.

Wedecidedtotakeawarmshowerbecausemy

ladywasfeelingverycold,Irubbedherwithtissue

oilmassagingheratthebottomofhertummyso

thatthestretchmarksdon'tbecometoovisible,she

hadverylitestretchmarks,ashertummywas

stretchingnow,she'salwayshadclearlightskin.

Afterthemassageshewasnowsnuggledinmy

warmpyjamas,missmadamdidn'tknowthe

weatherherewasthiscoldandpackedhersexy

pyjamas,luckilyIhadclothesthatstayedhere.

Ijustfinishedputtingonmyshirtandwasreadyto

godownstairs

Naomi:"Love,pleasehelpmehere"

Shewasholdingherhairupintoapony

Iwalkedtowardsherbythedressingtablemirror

whereshewassitting

Naomi:"pleasetieitforme"

Iheldthepony

Me:"mustImakeittight?"



Naomi:"nottootightit'llgivemeaheadache"

IchuckleasshegivesmethebandandItieherhair,

Ibrushitwithmyhandslookingatherinthemirror,

I'vescoredmyselfapearl,Idon'tthinksheknows

howbeautifulsheis,Itrytoremindhereveryday

butIthinkshethinksI'mjustsayingthat,I'mnot,

honestly,I'mnot.

Naomi(blushing):"thereyougoagain...stopstaring

atme"

Me:"ifIdon'tstareatyou,whowill?"

Naomi:"let'sgobeforewegetintrouble,yourfather

calledusminutesago"

ShegetsupandIputmyarmaroundhershoulder,

shealsoputshersaroundmineasshecouldbarely

reach

Me(laughing):"Shortiemakoti"

Shesmacksthebackofmyhead

Me(laughing):"ouuch....

WelaughheadingdownthestairsandfindAmanda

andtheboyshelpingDadsetthetable,Chumaand



Thabanicomeuptomewelcomingusinhugs

Thabani:"hey,youmustbesisNaomi"

Naomi(laughs):"yeahthat'smeandyoumust

be...uhm...Thabani?"

Thabani:"yeah"

Chumagoesuptoherandtheyshareahug

Chuma:"I'mChuma"

Naomi:"ohhyes,I'veheardalotaboutyou"

Chuma:"youhave?"

Naomi(nodding):"mhm,I'veheardabouthowsmart

youare,alwaysgettingthemstraightAs"

Hesmilesproudly

Me:"heyMandyman"

Shegigglescominginforahug

Amanda:"heybro,howareyou?"

Me:"I'mgreat,howareyou?"

Amanda:"I'mgood,it'sbeenawhile"



Me:"ithas...I'mguessingyoustillrememberNaomi"

Amanda:"yeahalittle"

Me:"alittle?"

Shenoticesherbumpandalittleshockflashes

throughherfacebutquicklydismissesit

Amanda:"yeahI'veonlymetheronce"

IsawNaomigettinguncomfortable

Me:"soyounotgoingtogreetherbecauseyouonly

rememberheralittle?"

Amanda:"ohmyGosh,mybad,hiNaomigirl,how

areyou?"

Naomi:"I'mgoodandyou?"

Amanda:"good"

Shedidn'tmentionanythingaboutherbump,Ididn't

understand,Ithoughtshe'dbethefirstpersonto

makenoiseaboutitandcongratulateus.Therewas

somethingoffabouther,wasNaomirightabouther?

That'snottheattitudeIexpectedfrommysister,

she'susuallysobubblyandforwardabout



everything.

Dadcomesbackfromthekitchenputtingthebig

dishoflasagnainthemiddleofthetable,hegasps

ashenoticesNaomi

Dad:"wait...isthat?Areyoupregnantlittlegirl?"

Me:"whoashe'snotalittleGirl,andyesshe'svery

pregnant"

Dad:"Ididn'tmeanitlikethat,wow,Ithoughtyou

miscarried"

Heblurtsoutandregretsitalmostimmediately,

howdidheknowthat,Ineversharedthatwith

anyone.Itdauntstome,bloodyLelethu,Ibetshe

spreadthosenewstoeveryone.

Naomi:"uhm...

ShelooksatmewithdisappointmentandfearasI

hadpromisedherthatIdidn'ttellanyoneabout

whathappened

Me:"howdidyouknowshewaspregnant?"

Dad:"I'msorryIdidn'tmeantoblurtitoutlikethat,I

didn'twanttoaskanythinguntilyoutoldme,but



yoursistertoldme,shewastoldbyLelethu"

Iclosemyeyesshakingmyhead,myfamilywas

disappointingme,thisisnotthewarmwelcomeI

anticipatedforNaomi.

Dad:"congratulations,Iseeyou'llbeafathertotwo

atonce,nice"

Icovermyface,I'membarrassedhonestly.He

didn'thavetosaythat.Ifeltlikepunching

somethingreallyhard.ButIhadtocollectmyself.

Me(warningly):"Dad...

Dad:"didIsaysomethingbad?"

Me:"canwejustfocusonusandthepeopleherein

thishouserightnow"

Heopenshischairsittingdown,weallsitaround

thetable.Theyweremakingthisnightvery

awkwardforus,Naomiwasn'tcomfortableatall,

theygaveherbadenergyassoonasshestepped

footinhere,IguessIwasgoingtohavetoaddress

itsoon,butwe'llseehowtherestofthenightgoes.

Dad:"I'mveryhappyforyouguys,marriageandkids,



that'sabigstep,Ihopeyouarebothwholeheartedly

ready"

Naomi:"weare,wemorethanready,Iknowwe

didn'thavethebestbeginninginourlovestory,but

wesurearearebuildingadamngoodstoryline,I

loveyourson,wholeheartedly,withnodoubt"

Myheartmeltsasabigsmilefillsmyface,Ilove

thewayshe'sgrownonme,itwasn'teasyforherto

expressherlovetomewhenwefirststartedout,

herheartwasnotallinitandsometimesIcould

feelit,butshe'scomealongway,IthinkIfinally

haveherheartherwholeheart.IprayGodhelpsme

natureitthebestwaypossible.

Me:"Iknowthat'sright"

Shesmileslookingatme

Dad:"mhmright...

Hesayscoldly,itwastakingalotinmetoremain

thiscalmbecauseinsideIwasfuming,burningin

anger,thismanwasmakingmywifeuncomfortable

onpurpose.Icouldn'tevengetinabiteofthisfood,

myappetitewasruined.



Dad:"sotellmeaboutyourself,whereareyou

from?"

Naomi:"I'mfromCapetowninNewlands,Igrewup

theremywholelife"

Dad:"butwhere'syourhomehome,likewhereyour

parentscomefrom?"

Naomi:"myDad'sfamilyfromhismother'ssideI

knowareinkhayelitshabutI'venevermetthem,his

familyfromhisfathersideI'venevermetthembutI

knowtheyfromEuropeinSpain"

Dad:"awhitemanfromSpainandablackwoman

fromkhayelitsha?Howwasthatevenpossible"

Ididn'twantanotherwordfromDadatthispoint.

Naomi(shrugs):"Idon'tknow,daddoesn'tlike

talkingabouthisfamilymuch"

Dad:"whataboutyourmother'ssideareyouatleast

closewithherfamily?"

Naomi:"Notthatclosebutwedoattendthingswhen

theyhostingandtheycometous,buteversince

mompassedaway,there'shasn'tbeenanyunity"



Amanda:"ohhhnowitmakessense,youcomefrom

abrokenfamily.....

Me:"whatthefuckAmanda!?"

Amanda:"sorrybro"

Whatiswrongwiththesepeopletonight?

Me:"yousorry?Thefuckiswrongwithyou?Naomi

justsharedsomethingsohurtfulandyousaysuch

aninsensitivecomment,whatgivesyoutherightto

talktoherlikethat?Haveyounoempathy?No

respect?"

Shelooksdownshamefully

Amanda:"assoonasherotherboyfriendcomes

backshe'llleaveyouthefirstchanceshegets,you

onlygotherbackbecauseheranaway,shewas

nevergoingtoleavehimforyou,yetyou

immediatelydroppedeverythingforherselfishself!?

Idon'tcarehowshe'sabletomanipulateyoubut.....

Mybloodwasboiling,Ihadreachedtheclimaxof

myrageasmyhandinvoluntarilyslapsheracross

thefaceandtheroomfallssilentatthesoundof



theclap,myfacewasdistortedwithrage.I'venever

laidmyhandsonawomanmywholelifeandI

neverthoughtI'dstartwithmysister.Shewas

runninghermouth,shehasnoideawhatNaomiis

goingthroughrightnow,thelastthingsheneeds

areinsensitivewordsthrownather.Hermouth

hungopenindisbeliefassheheldhercheek

lookingatmewithhereyeswidened.

Dad:"Amanda,youwereoutofcontrol,apologizeto

Naomi"

SheangrilylooksatNaomiwithfurrowedeyebrows.

I'veneverseenalooksovicious

Amanda:"mxm"

Shegetsupandwalksawaytoherroom

Dad:"Newton,I'msosorryaboutmydaughter's

behavior....

Naomi:"it'sokay...

Iheaveasighturningtolookather,Itakeherhand

intomine

Me:"Love,I'msorryaboutthat"



Naomi:"it'sokay,really,Iunderstandwhereshe's

comingfrom....

Me:"NoNaomi,there'snothingtounderstandabout

that,shewasoutofline,disrespectfulandvery

insensitive,I'lldealwithher"

Naomi:"NoTrue,youcan'tforcehertolikeanyone....

Me:"Idon'tcareifshedoesn'tlikeyou,but

disrespectingyouisbasicallyspittingonmyface,

andIdealwithpeoplewhospitonmyface,whereis

she...

Igetupinattempttogoingtoherroombutshe

holdsmyhand

Naomi:"TrueNo,letherbefornow,let'snotruin

dinner,pleaseLove,let'sshowsomerespecttoyour

family,youcantalktoyoursisteronceyoucalm"

Ilookatherforawhile,Iclosemyeyesbreathing

outasIsitbackdown

Dad:"Idon'tknowwhat'sgottenintothatchild,I'll

dealwithher,Iapologizeinherbehalf"

Naomi:"it'sokayMrMaseko...



Dad:"ohpleaseyoucancallmeDaveortata,

whicheveryoucomfortablewith"

Thabani:"sorrySisNaomi,sisAmandacanbe

moodysometimeswhenshefightswithher

boyfriend"

ChumalaughsandDadchuckles,IseeNaomi

smilingabit

Naomi:"don'tsaythataboutyoursister...

Dad(laughs):"yeahbutsheandherboyfriendarea

crazycouple...

Thabani:"theyfightaboutstupidstuff....

Chuma(laughing):"rememberthetimeshechased

himallovertownbecauseshethoughthehad

anothergirlfriendkantiitwasjusthissister...

Thabani:"andshefliedalltheallthewayfrom

Canadabackherejustbecauseoneofher"sources"

toldherhehadawomanover"

Theyallburstintolaughter

Dad:"don'tspreadyoursister'sbusinesslikethat"



Thabani'slaughiswastheweirdestever,wecalled

itSpongeBoblaughbecauseitsoundedsimilartoit.

ItalwayscracksmeupnomatterhowmuchIdon't

wanttolaugh,Naomiwaslaughingoutloudlooking

athim,everyonewasnolongerlaughingat

Amanda'sboyfrienddramabutwe'relaughingat

Thabaniincludingmyself.

Naomi(laughingwhilewipinghertears):"Thabani....

please...stoplaughing....(holdinghisarm)...Ican't"

Wewereallinstitchesevenoutofbreath.

Afterawhilethelaughterdiedoutbutthe

conversationsgotmoreinterestingaswestarted

visitingthepastandthememoriesmadefromvery

embarrassingmomentsofourlivesthatkilledus

withlaughtertothemostpreciousonesthatmade

ussmilegenuinely.Ithinktheboyswerereally

gettingalongwithNaomiverywellasthough

they'velongknownher.Myfather,well,heseemsto

bewarminguptohertoo,hewasthetalkative

funnymanIknewandloved.ButIwasstillvery

muchangryatAmandaandwasgoingtodealwith

hersoon,Dadwasnotoffthehookaswell,that



miscarriagecommenthemadewastobe

addressed.

AfterthelongdinnerNaomiinsistedondoingthe

dishes.Thabaniwasveryhappybecauseitwas

supposedtobehisturntonightastheytaketurns

withChuma.Theywerechillinginthelounge

watchingTV,itwasaFridaysotheywereaboutto

stayuplate.

IwasinthekitchenwithNewtonhelpingherwith

thedishesasIwaswipingandpackingwhileshe

washedandrinsed.

Me:"doyoustillthinkmyDaddoesn'tlikeyou?"

Naomi:"Idon'tknow,IfeellikeAmandahas

definitelysaidthingsaboutmetohim,Amandais

stillveryclosewithLelethu,andwestayedwith

Lelethuinthesamehouse,whoknowsthethings

she'ssaidaboutmetoyourfamily,thatexplainsthe

miscarriagecommentyourdadsaid.Whatelse

doeshethinkofme?Whatifshe'stoldthemabout

thetimewelethersleepoutsideintherain,and



whenwe....

Shelooksaroundbeforelookingbackatme

Naomi(whispering):"whenwehadsexwhileshe

waswatching.Theyprobablyhateme"

Imoveclosertoherhuggingherfrombehind,my

heartwasheavyandfelthurtonherbehalf

Me:"Ididn'tthinkthisweekendwouldstartofflike

this,we'llgobacktoCapetownfirstthingtomorrow

morning"

Sheturnsaroundfacingmewithmyarmsstill

aroundher

Naomi:"No,wewillgoatthetimeweplannedto

leave,Theyarehappythatyouhere,youcansee

andfeelhowmuchtheyloveyou,I'vealreadymade

abadfirstimpressiontoyourfatherandsister,

maybethisweekendwillbemychancetoredeem

myselfandprovejusthowmuchIloveyou,andthat

willstartbymenotrunningawaywhenthegoing

getstough"

Me:"Iknowyouwanttoproveyourself,butyoudon't



oweanyoneoftheirapproval,rightnow,what

shouldcomefirsttoyouisthisbabyandyourlife,

notpeoplewhoarebitterforreasonsthatdonot

evenaffectthemortheirlives"

Naomi:"Iunderstand.Butwe'llbegettingmarried

soon,hopefully,andIjustwanteverythingtobe

perfect"

Me:"itwillbeperfect,I'llmakesureofit"

Naomi:"canwenotleave,justasyet,ifitbecomes

toostressful,I'llletyouknowandwecango,butit's

onlybeenafewhours,ifyouwantmetofixthings

withmyDadthenyoushouldalsomakepeacewith

yourfamily"

Isigh

Me:"fine,onemoreday,we'llseehowitgoes"

Shesmilesnoddingwrappingherarmsaroundmy

neck,shelooksaroundcheckingifnoonewas

lookingbeforecominginforakiss,Ichucklewhile

Kissinghertemptedtopickherupandputheron

thissinkstrippingherbuttnakedandfuckherin

thisverykitchen.Ipickedherlegsuptowrap



aroundmeasIsqueezedherbuttandtender

breasts.

Shepullsoutbreathingheavily

Naomi:"yourthoughtsaresoloud,wewillnotfuck

inthiskitchen,notnow,notever(laughing)jeez,

wipethesedishes...

Shesaysthrowingtheclothatme

Me(hittingthetableinfrustration):"Thatwasclose...

Naomi(laughing):"notcloseenough"

Me:"Iwasgoingtobesoquick,twominutesnoodle,

butkeyoucan'tbespontaneous...

Naomi:"you?Twominutesnoodle?Whoyou

fooling...spontaneousinyourfather'shouse?Are

youmad?"

WelaughasIstealanotherkiss,Chumawalksinon

usaswebreakthekissquicklyandcontinuewith

ourchoresinnocently,helooksatussuspiciously

whiletakingabottleofwaterinthefridgeand

headingout.Webothletoutasigh

Naomi:"nowimagineifherwalkedintoyourtwo



minutenoodlesbrilliantidea"

Me:"kidsnowadaysaredisrespectfulhecould've

turnedbackassoonashenoticedwekissing,but

nooohehadtocontinuebudgingin...canwegoto

thebedroomalready"

Naomi(laughing):"youcrazy...wenothavingsexin

yourfather'shouseTrue,nopussyforyouthis

weekenduntilwegethome,youknowhowloudwe

are"

Me:"nowyouarejustspeakingaforeignlanguage

andIdon'tunderstandyou,canwefinishthese

dishesandgotothebedroom"

Shelaughshakingherheadasshesplashesme

withthesoapbubbles,Ihitherasswiththedish

cloth

Naomi:"ouuuch....

Shepinshermouthshutrealizinghowloudshewas

beforelookingatmewithafrownbuthercheeks

wereredasshecouldn'twipethesmileoffherface,

Ilaughather.She'scutewhentryingtoactmad.
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Iwaswokenupbygentlykicksinmylower

abdomen,Truewasfastasleep,Iwantedtowake

himupandmakehimfeelthebabymovingashe's

alwaysnotbymysidewhenithappensandit

doesn'tlastverylongbutIdecidedagainstit

becauseIwantedtogodownstairsandmake

everyonebreakfast,luckilytheywereallstillasleep.

True'sbabyisanearlybird,Ihopeshedoesn'twake

usupthisearlywhenshe'shere.

Truetaughtmehowtomakeporridgewhilewe

werestayingtogether,helikesthebrownonecalled

mabelemeal,helikesitsourandfortunately

enoughtheyhaditandalsosometartaricacidto

makeitsour.Hesaidhisdadlovesitandherubbed

itoffonallofthemtolikeittoo.

Myphonevibratesonthetable,Itakeitandnotice

it'saWhatsAppmessagefromZeke,myheartskips



abeatlookingatit.

"(Zeke)Imissyou"

ItwasashortmessagebutIreaditoveracoupleof

timesandmyheartsankastearsburntmyeyes,

howdarehe,hehassomenerve.Hehasnorightto

missme.

Ilogoffputtingmyphoneawayandcontinuewith

mypot.

Itwasnow07:15anditwasalmostready.

IwasmixingittastingifIdidn'tmakeittoosour,I

thinkit'salright,Ihopeit'salright.

"Youdidn'thavetodothat"

Iturnlookingathimashecomesuptome.

Me(smiling):"Goodmorningmylove"

Hesmileswrappinghisarmsaroundme

True:"youhavenoideahowhappyitmakesmeto

hearyousaythateverymorning"

Hesaysleaninginforakiss,hisbreathwasminty

asIcouldtastetheColgate,thismanlovestongue



swirling,it'shisfavoritewaytokissme,Ipulledout

assoonasIfeltitgettingheated.

Me:"love,whatifyourfatherwalksinonus,wecan't

keepkissinglikethis"

True:"firstyoudenymemykuku,nowyoudenyme

mylipstoo,areyoutryingtokillmeMrsMaseko?"

Ismilefoolishlylookingathim

Me:"youcanstillhavethelipsbutinthebedroom"

True:"Ishouldbegettingmorethanthatinthe

bedroom"

Me:"notinyourfather'shouse"

Hesighsfrustrated

True:"youbeingunfair"

Iturnbacktomypot

Me:"lifeisunfairsweetie,nowpleasetakeoutthe

bowlsandgotellpeoplethatbreakfastisready"

Hetakesoutthebowlsmutteringsomethingunder

hisbreath,Ilaughathimashesulkshiswayinto

therooms.



Iwaitforawhilebeforedishingup,takingoutthe

sugarandsettingthetable.

Thetwoboyscomeovertothetableyawingand

stretching,nowIfeelbadformakingpeoplewake

upearlyforporridgeontheirweekend.

Thabani:"GoodmorningsisNaomi"

Me:"Goodmorning...

Chuma:"GoodmorningsisNaomi

Me(smiling):"Goodmorning....

Thabani(excitedly):"wenzileisduduesimuncu?"

(Youmadesourporridge?)

Me:"yeah,doyoulikeit?"

Thabani:"yeahDadmakesitforussometimes"

SpeakingofhisDadheappearsfromthepassage

ashewalkstowardsus.Hisroomwasdownstairs,

itwasunderstandable,stairsaretiring.Ievenmade

TrueandIstayattheguestroomdownstairs,Ican't

standthestairsTrue'shousewasworse.

Dave:"GoodmorningNkosazana"



Me:"Goodmorning"

IwasstillnotcomfortableenoughtocallhimDave

ortatajustasyet.

Truewasfollowingbehindhim,Ilookedtoseeif

Amandawascomingbutshedidn'tshowup.

Idishedforeveryoneastheysataroundthetable.I

satnexttoTrue.IwatchedasTrue'sdadtookhis

firstspoonfulwhileholdingmybreath,it'dsuckifhe

didn'tlikeit.Heswallowedandtookanotherspoon.

Dave:"thistastesreallygood,justtherightamount

ofsourness,welldoneNkosazanayou'veoutdone

yourself"

Isighinreliefandsmile

Me:"thankyou"

True(lookingatmegrinning):"Lookatyou"

Ilaughnudginghim,everyoneseemedtobe

enjoyingit,itdidn'thavelumpslikethefirsttimeI

triedtomakeitwithoutTrue'ssupervision.

Me(silentlymouthingtoTrue):"Amanda?



Heshrugshisshouldersandcontinuestoeat.He

didn'tgotoher,greatnowit'lllooklikeI'mtheone

whodidn'tcounther.

Dave:"youknow,mywifeusedtomakethisevery

morning,itwasourfavoritethingtoeatevery

morning,whenshepassedon,Itriedtokeepupthe

traditionofafamilybreakfaststartingwithmabele,

butitstoppedwhenthekidsgrew,Truewentto

varsityandstartedhiscareer,Amandaalsowent

herownway,thesetwoboysprefercereals,so

thankyouforthis,Iappreciateit"

Therewasabigsmileonmyface,allthankstomy

babygirlforwakingmeup,lookslikefatherinlaw

mightstarttolikemeafterall.Butit'stoosoonto

getexcited,Istilldon'tknowhowcoldexactlyis

thatplaceI'mhisheartthatmadehimtreatmelike

thatyesterday,itcouldbejustanactforhisson.

Me:"youwelcome,Dave"

Helooksatme,what?HesaidIcouldcallhimDave,

callinghimDad,wellwe'vegotalongwaytogotill

then.



Truecolletsthedishestakingthemtothekitchen,I

taketherestofthethingsandgoputthemintheir

placebythekitchen.

Me:"howwasmyporridge?"

True:"youaprolove"

Ismileproudly

Me:"I'llcleanuphereandmakeEnglishbreakfast"

True:"whoa,love,youdon'thavetodoallthat,I'll

makethebreakfast,youneedtorelax"

Me:"I'mnottiredIcanmakeit"

True:"love,please,letmemakeit,Idon'twantyou

overworkingyourself,ifyouwerenotpregnant,I'd

letyoudoallthesewifelyduties"

Me(smiling):"pregnantdoesnotmeanparalyzed,I

stillfeelnormal"

Ifeelmovementinmytummy,Iquicklywalkup

closertohimtakinghishandandputtingitonmy

tummy

Me:"canyoufeelthat"



Hegaspsasheputshisotherhandaswelllooking

downatmytummy,hemovesmyshirtupsohecan

feelmyskin

True:"she'sreallymoving,fuck,thisisthebest

feelingever"

Me(smiling):"Iknowright"

True(lookingintomyeyes):"doesithurt?"

Ishakemyhead

Me:"itfeelsnice,it'slikewhenyourtummyflatters

oryouknowwhenyouhavegasbubblesinyour

tummy?"

True:"yeah...

Me:"yeahthat'showitfeelslike"

Hesmileslookingbackdownatmytummyasthe

movementstops

True:"shestopped"

Hekneelsdowninfrontofmekissingmytummy

multipletimes

True:"youdoinggoodintheresweetheart,daddy



can'twaittomeetyou(kisses)Ialreadyloveyou

morethanlifeitself(kisses)how'sthateven

possible,Ihardlyknowyougirl(chuckles)pleasebe

strongformummy,wepatientlywaitingforyou"

Irunmyhandsthroughhissoftnappyhair

"I'msorrydidIinterruptsomething...

HegetsupasIturntobemetbyhisfather

Me:"Nonotatall...

True:"thebabywaskicking...

Dave:"ohhhokay,uhmcanIhaveawordwith

Newton"

True:"sure,butI'mnotgoinganywhere"

Dave:"Iwantedustogotalkbythepatio,alone"

True:"whateveryouhavetosaytomyfianceeyou

cansayitinfrontofme,she'sgoingtotellme

anyway"

Hesighsnoddingalittlefrustratedandwalksout,I

turntolookatTrue

Me:"babe,didn'tyousayyou'llmakebreakfastfor



us?....

True:"love...

Me:"youdothat,I'llgolistentowhatyourdadhasto

say"

True(whispering):"ifhemakesyouuncomfortable,

justshoutApples,I'llcomerunning"

Ilaughpushinghimawayfromme

Me:"Apples?Really?"

True:"I'mseriouslove"

Me(laughing):"okay,gotit,Apples"

Wesharealongpeck,Itouchhisdickholdingit

tightlyinmyhandashemoansinmymouth

True:"don'tplaylikethatifyounotgoingtogiveme

some"

Me:"Ineedtomakesureit'sstillworking"

True:"youcanfindthatoutinthebedroomlater"

Me:"no,thehardnessinmyhandisevidentenough"

HegroansandIlethimgo



Me:"getthatbreakfastcooking"

Iattempttowalkawaybuthepullsmebackkissing

meonceagain,wecouldn'tgetenoughofeach

other,ifitwereuptouswe'dfolloweachother

everywhereeventothetoilet,givingeachother

spacewasjustnotinourvocabulary,Iwantedhim

allupinmyspace.Ibreakthekiss.

Me:"babe,Ihavetogo"

True(groans):"fiine...remember,Apples"

Ilaughwalkingout,Icouldn'tseehisfather

anywhere,Iwalkouttothebackyardpatioandthere

hewashavingasmoke.

Iwalkuptohim,Isitonthechairabitawayfrom

himthatfacestowardsthehouse,helitsouthis

cigarassoonashenoticesme

Dave:"sorryaboutthat"

Hehitsthesmokeintheairtryingtogetridofit.He

wasprobablyconcernedaboutthebabyandhow

secondhandsmokingwasn'tgoodforit.

Me:"youwantedtotalk?"



Dave:"yes,Idid"

Heclearshisthroat

Dave:"firstlyIwantedtoapologizeaboutyesterday,

whatIsaidwasuncalledfor"

Me:"oh...

Dave:"I'msorry,wegotoffonthewrongfoot"

InoticedTruebythewindowofthedoorholdingan

appleandwavedittomeafterbitingit,Ilaugh

coveringmymouthbeforeherunsoff,Davelooks

backatwhatI'mlaughingatthenlooksbackatme

Me:"it'swaterunderthebridge"

Henodssmiling

Me(sighs):"I'dalsoliketoapologize,IknowIhurt

yourson,Iunderstandwhyyouwouldn'tseeagirl

likemefitforamanlikehim,butI'vemade

mistakesandbaddecisionsinmylife,Inever

meanttohurtTrue,Ifellinlovewithhimata

confusingtimeofmylife,fallingforhimwas

unexpectedanditbecamecomplicated,Iwon'tsay

much,but,nowI'msureofwhatIwant,andIlove



Truewithallmyheart,Ireallywanttospendtherest

ofmylifewithhim"

Hewaslookingatmeattentively,itwasasthough

hedidn'tbelieveawordthatjustcameoutofmy

mouth

Dave:"youarestillveryyoung,youwillstillmake

mistakes,tobecompletelyhonestwithyou,Ifeel

likeyouwillbreakTrue'sheart,Trueisagrownman,

he'sbeenthroughmanyrelationshipsandmadehis

mistakes,playedwomenandalsogothurtby

women,he'sreachedaagewherehe'snowhadall

hisfunandisreadytosettledownfocusingonone

woman,youontheotherhandhaven'thadmuch

experiencewhenitcomestorelationships,Ibetyou

notevensureifyouareoverthatboyyoulovedbut

youmightjustbestillangryathimbecauseheran

off,butwhathappenswhenhecomesbackinto

yourlifeandapologizes?Whatifhetellsyouthathe

stilllovesyouandgivesagoodreasonforrunning

away?Willyoustillbeassureasyouarenowabout

myson?"

Iswallowasmyheartskips,doubt,hewasfilling



mymindwithalotofdoubt,IIoveTrue,Ireallydo,I

don'twanttohurthim.

Me:"IloveTrue"

Dave:"whataboutZeke?Don'tyoulovehim?"

Me:"I.....

Itrytosaysomethingbutgottonguetied

Hesighsandgetsup

Dave:"youmightlovemyson,butIlovehimmore,

andIdon'tthinkIcaneverfullytrustyou,maybe

afteryougetmarried,maybeafteryoutalktothat

boy,havearealconversationwithhimandareal

breakupbeforecommittingtomysonforlife,

becausetechnically,youstillinarelationshipwith

thatboy,youneverbrokeupandit'sonlybeena

fewmonths...Iwon'tlietoyou,Ineverlikedyouever

sinceyouchoseanotherguyovermysonand

actuallymadehimwaitforyou,I'veneverseenhim

thathurtsinceelevenyearsago,youboughtback

thatpain,it'lltakealottoproveyourselfworthyof

myacceptance,otherwiseI'mjustdoingwhatever

Truewantsmetodo"



Hewalksaway,Iletoutahugesighbrushingmy

face

.

.

.

TRUE

.

.

.

IwasalmostdonewithmakingbreakfastasIwas

nowdishingup.

Isawdadwalkinginbyhimselfashewenttowards

hisroom.Iwatchhimsuspiciouslywonderingwhat

hewantedfromNaomi.Ilookedatthedoorandshe

wasnotshowingup,shewasprobablystilloutside,

nowIwasgettingworried.

Iwasabouttogotoherbutshewalkedthroughthe

door.

Shewentandsatonthecouchlookingabitdown.



Ifinishedupdishingforeveryoneandcalledthe

boystogotaketheirfood,IputmyDad'sinthe

microwaveasItookmineandNaomi'stothe

lounge.Igaveherherfoodandsatbesideher.

Theboyssatbythedinningtable.

Me:"youokay?"

Naomi:"I'mnothungry"

Shegetsupheadingtothekitchen,Ifollowher

carryingmyplate.Icoverthefoodforus,Ifollow

behindherasweheadtothebedroom,Icould

sensethatsomethingwasoff,shewasn'therself.

Iclosedthedoortheminutewegotin

Me:"tellmeeverything,whatdidhesay?"

Naomi:"nothingmuch"

Me:"whatdidhesay?"

Naomi:"nothingmuchTrue,justthathewassorry

aboutwhathesaidlastnight.AndItoldhimI

forgivehim"

Me:"that'snotall,tellmeeverything,ifyoudon'ttell



methetruthI'llgoaskhimmyself,isthatwhatyou

want?"

Naomi:"Nodon'taskhim...okay,hesaidhedoesn't

trustme,hesaysI'mstilltooyoungforyouandI'm

stillgoingtomakemistakesthat'llhurtyou"

Me:"hesaidthat?..."

Shenods

Naomi:"hesaidhewon'ttrustmeuntilafterwe

marriedorafterI'vetalkedandproperlybreakup

withZeke,hebasicallysaidI'mnotgoodenoughfor

you,notinexactwordsbutitwasprettyclear"

Isigh

Me:"that'sallhesaid?"

Naomi:"yes"

Me:"okay,areyouokay?"

Naomi:"I'mfine,Iunderstandwherehe'scoming

from,maybeIshouldtalktoZeke"

Me:"No,noyoudon'thavetodothat,look,thatwas

justhisopinion,andnomatterwhathethinksof



you,I'mtheonemarryingyou,nothim,okay?"

Shenodsastearsrolldownherface.Itwas

unnecessaryformyfathertosaythesethingsto

Naomiontheirfirsttimemeetingeven,she's

heavilypregnantandherfeelingsareveryfragile

Me:"canwepleasetakeabathsowecanleave,

please"

Naomi:"Yes,let'sgo"

Me:"youtakeabath,Ihavetogodownstairsfirst"

Naomi:"love,pleasedon'tgoaskinghim"

Me:"takeabath"

Ikissherforeheadandwalkoutandheadtomy

father'sbedroom,Iwalkinafterknockingandhe

wasonhisworkingdesk

Me:"Tata...

Helooksupatme

Dad:"yahnyana"

Me:"DadwhatdidyousaytoNaomi?"



Dad:"soshecamecryingtoyou?"

Me:"she'smywoman,whoelseshouldshecryto?

Youreallyhurtherfeelings"

Dad:"nowsheknowshowitfeltwhenshediditto

you"

Me:"exactly,shedidittome,notyou,soIdon'tget

whyyoubeinganasstoher?"

Dad:"didyoujustcallmeanass?"

Me:"you'vebeenreallymeantoher,yesterday,the

commentaboutamiscarriage?Igetthatyou

probablygossipwithyourdaughterandLelethuand

theytoldyoueverythingtheythinktheyknow,but

thatdoesn'tgiveyoutherighttotalktomywoman

likethat,youcan'tjudgeherbasedonwhatyou've

heard,youdon'tknowherlikethat,Idon't

appreciateyouandAmandatreatingherlikethis,I

expectedwaymorefromyou,Ithoughtyouwanted

metobehappy,tomarryforlove?....

Dad:"Ido...

Me:"well...I'minlove...sowhycan'tyoubehappyfor



me?Oratleastpretend"

Dad:"son,Idon'twanthistorytorepeatitself,this

girlhasanothermaninthepicture,youremember

howyoufeltabouther?Thiswomangotpregnant

whileshewaswithZeke,thenZekerunsawayand

shecomesbacktoyou,shepinsthepregnancyon

you,doyoureallybelieveshedidn'thavesexwith

him?doyouwanttogetleftinthealtaragainbya

pregnantwomanforanotherman?Thesignsareall

there,I'msurprisedyounotextracarefulbecause

thatwastheworsttimeofyourlifeandithappened

exactlylikethis"

Me:"noteverywomanislikeZiyanda,Naomiis

different,Ican'texpecteverywomantohurtme

becauseofwhatonewomandid,maybeNaomiwill

hurtme,lethermakeherownmistakes,sofar,I

believeher,Iloveher,that'sallthatmatterstome

rightnow,soifyounotgoingtoaccepther,thenI

guessit'sbestIdistanceusfromyall...weleaving,

keepmeupdatedwiththeuncles,I'llbewritinga

lettertoherfathersoon,soareyouinornot?"

Dad:"Son,I'mnotgoingtostopyou,youoldenough



tomakeyourowndecisions,ifyousureabout

marryingthisgirl,thenyouhavemyfullsupport,but

it'sgoingtotakeawhileuntilIcantrustthatgirl"

Me:"Idon'tneedyoutotrusther,Icandothatfor

myself,thankyouforlettingmeknowhowyoufeel

abouther,youwillneverseeherorourdaughter

again"

Dad:"don'tsaythat,Idon'thatethegirl,Ijustdon't

trusther,isthatsomuchofacrime,thatyou'dletit

ruinourrelationship?"

Me:"itdoesn'tmatterhowlongI'veknownher

comparedtoyou,butI'mabouttomakethiswoman

mywife,andshe'llalwayscomefirst,always"

IwalkoutoftheroomandbumpintoAmanda

Amanda:"heybhuti....

Ilookather

Amanda:"I'msorry....

Ilookatherupanddownbeforewalkingaway.

IgottotheroomandtookashowerwhileNaomi

wasstillinthetubenjoyingherbubblebath,aftera



whileIcameoutandshewasstillinthetub

Me:"love,areyoualmostdone?"

Shelooksupatme

Naomi:"mybackhurtslikehell"

Me:"youshouldcomeoutsoIcanmassageit"

Naomi:"it'ssobad,Idon'tthinkamassagewillhelp,

itfeelslikepainfrominside"

Me:"let'sgetyououtsowecansee"

Shetriestogetupbutstruggles,Ihelpherup,Iwas

stillbuttnakedasIhaven'tgotthechancetowrapa

towelaroundme.

Ihelpedheroutofthetubandwemadeourwayto

thebed.Iwipedherbodyusingthebigtowelasshe

laidonherback.

Shewasmoaninginpain

Itooktheoilandstartedrubbingherbackasshe

laidonherside

Naomi:"it'snothelpingbabe"



Me:"okaygetoffthebedandbendover"

Shelooksatmeweirdly

Naomi:"thisisnotthetimeforthenasty...

Me(chuckles):"justgetonthefloorandbendleaning

onthebed"

ShedoesasIsayreluctantlyasshelooksatme

suspiciously,Ilaughgettingbehindher,Iplacemy

handsoneithersidesofherbackpressingthem

onwardasIbendherbackabit,Ihearherbone

crackleassheletsoutaloudgroan.

Sheinstantlygoesquietassheslowlygetsup

stretchingherback

Naomi(disbelief):"wow...

Me:"how'sitnow?"

Naomi:"that'sactuallybetter,thepainisgone,are

youamagician?"

Me:"foryou?Icanbeanything"

Shesmilesblushing

Naomi:"Noseriouslythough,wheredidyoulearn



that,thepaindisappeared"

Me:"youpregnant,youbackbonehaswaymuch

morepressurethanusual,that'swhyit'snotgood

tooverworkyourself,anyway,ItoldyouI'velearnta

lotaboutpregnancyandbabies"

Naomi(smiling):"I'mgladyoudid"

Shewrapsherarmsaroundmyneckandkissesme

Naomi:"yougoingtobeasuperdad"

Me:"andyou'llbeasupermom"

Shelooksdown

Naomi:"hopefully"

Ipullherchinup

Me:"hey,youwillbeinyourdaughter'slife,fora

longtime,youhearme,youwillgetthroughthis"

Shesmilesfaintlyandlet'sgoofme

Naomi:"there'ssomanyoddsagainstusnow,do

youthinkwecanmakeit?Doyouthinkourlovecan

makeit?"



Me:"Ibelieveit"

Imoveclosertoher

Me:"don'tyou?"

Shelooksupatintomyeyesforawhile

Naomi(sighs):"I....Ibelieveit"

Me:"ifwebelieveitthenwecanmakeitthrough

anything"

Shenodssmilingastearsrundownherface

Naomi:"Iloveyou"

Ipullherintomyarmshugginghertightly

Me:"Iloveyoumore"

.

.

.

*******

Ibelieveinyou

*******
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Todaywasabigday.Ijustenteredmythird

trimester.NervouswasanunderstatementofhowI

wasfeelingrightnow,Iwasfreakingout.Truewent

toworkandleftmeinthehousebymyself.My

thoughtsweregettingtheworstoutofme.

EversinceIreceivedatextfromZekesaying

"(Zeke)aslongasyousurethatit'snotmybaby,

becauseeventhoughwedidn'thavesexalltheway

butalsoputtingthetiponlycanleadtopregnancyI

nevercameinsidebutIdidcumontopofyour

entrance,weneverhadsexbutwedidfoolaround

whenwegotbacktogether.Iprayit'sTrue'sbaby

becauseIdon'twanttoruinyourhappiness,Ican

seehowmuchyoulovehimandhelovesyou,ifitis

minepleasedon'tkeepitawayfrommebutifit's

not,I'llrespectyouandyourrelationshipandnever

botheryouagain"

Afterhesentthe"Imissyou"text,Itoldhimtostay

awayfromme.TheHesentthistexttomeafew

daysback.



Wedidfoolaroundwhenwegotbacktogetherbut

weneverhadsex,TruewasthelastmanIhadsex

withandIamsurethatthisishisbaby.

I'vebeenongoogleeversincethattext..

"CanIgetpregnantifhecameontheoutside?"

"(Googleanswer)Youcandefinitelygetpregnant

eveniftheguypullsoutbeforehecomes.Guyscan

leakabitofspermoutofthepenisbefore

ejaculation.Thisiscalledpre-ejaculate("pre-cum").

Soevenifaguypullsoutbeforeheejaculates,agirl

canstillbecomepregnant"

"Canyougetpregnanteveniftheguyputsonlythe

tip?"

"(Googleanswer)yes,itispossibletogetpregnant

wheneverapenisentersavagina,evenifit'sjust

thetip.Althoughpregnantisveryunlikelyinthis

scenario,itcanhappen"



Ihavebeenfeelingsickforthreedaysnow,I'mnot

sureifitwasmorningsicknessormynervesof

guiltgettingtome.

Ididn'twanttohurtTrue,ifthisisnothisbaby,It'll

hurthimsobadly,it'llhurtmetoo,IloveTrueandI

reallywantedustowork,Ireallywantthisbabyto

behis,he'dneverforgivemeifit'snothis.Trueis

thefather,hedeservestobethefather,Ican't

disappointhimlikethis,aftereverythinghe'sbeen

through,thiswouldkillthelastbitofhopeheever

hadinloveandfamily,eventhoughIknewImight

notentirelyfulfilhisdreamsofhavingawifewhom

he'llraisehiskidswithbutIwassurewillingtoat

leastgivehimthegiftofbeingafather,nowhereI

amnotevensureifit'shis.

Iburstintotearscoveringmyfaceinthepillow,how

couldIforgetthoselittleinteractionswithZeke,I

tookitlightlybecausetherewasnopenetration,I

thoughtitwasjustharmlessfunandteasingwhile

makinghimwait.I'msostupid!IfIknewthat

could'vepossiblygotmepregnantIwould'vetold



Truethefirstdaywemetagain,nowit'lllooklikeI

keptitfromhimonpurpose.Itdoesn'thelpthatthe

dateswhenIgotbackwithZekearesocloseto

whenIwasintimatewithTrue.Fuck!.Truedoesnot

deservesuchastupidgirllikeme,hisfatherwas

rightaboutmehurtinghisson.

He'ssoexcitedandhasbeentreatingmelikean

egg,weevenwentforphotoshoots,he'smadethis

pregnancythebestmomentofmylife,hislovefor

meissopureandperfect,almostunrealisticlikea

fairytaleandmyheartwasallin.Iamcompletely

madoverheelsforhim.

Thepillowwassoakingwetfrommytears,Ican't

tellTruenow,hewillhateme,whatifIdotellhim

andthebabyturnsouttobereallyhis.Canmylife

getanymorecomplicated,willIreallyonlyfind

peaceonceI'mdead.

MyphoneringsasIstretchmyhandaroundtrying

tofeelit,Ifinditwithmyfacestillburiedinthe

pillow,Iansweritputtingitonmyear

"Love?"



Iturnmyheadlookingupfromthepillow

Me(raspyvoice):"hey"

"Hey,areyouokay?"

Me:"I'mfine"

"Youdon'tsoundokay"

Me:"Ijustwokeup"

"Ohhokay,I'msorrytodisturbyou"

Me:"it'sokaylove"

"IjustwantedtoletyouknowthatI'llbehomeinan

hour,pleasegetreadylove,please,weneedtogo

immediatelywhenIgetthere"

Me:"Iwill"

"Okaythen,I'llseeyoujustnow"

Me:"yeah"

"Areyousureyouokay?"

Me:"I'mfineTrue"

"Yoh,okay,Iloveyou"



Me:"Iloveyou"

Hesighs

"Icansenseyounotokay,I'llbetherebeforeyou

knowit,hanginthere"

HehangsupbeforeIcouldsayanything

Hereadsmelikeanopenbook,he'llseeright

throughmeandwillknowwhatI'mkeepingfrom

him.

Ifrustratedlythrowmyphonetothewallbefore

gettingupandheadingtothebathroomforabath

.

.

.

ZEKE

.

.

.

Iwasfinishingupattheofficewhenmyphone



beepedonthetable.

MyheartskipswhenIseewho'sitfrom,Iopenit

"(Bambi)whydidyouhavetocomebackintomy

life?Couldn'tyoustaywhereveryouwereforthe

pastmonths,whenI'mfinallyhappyandhave

movedonyoudecidetocomeandmessitallup,I

hateyouforthis,thisbabyisnotyours,your

spermsarenotthatstrong pleasegobackto

whateverholeyoucrawledoutfromandleaveme

alone,nxa!"

Myheartsinkslookingathervilewords,tears

unexpectedlyescapemyeyes,mythroatinstantly

dry.

Iputdownmyphonesittingbackonmychair.

therewasaknockatthedoorbringingmebackto

earth.

Me:"comein"

ThedooropenedandIimmediatelystoodupas

soonasIrealizedwhoitwas

Mr.Nhlabathi:"MrNowell,howzitgoing?"



Me:"Businesswise?Nothingbadsofar,didyou

wanttocheckthelatestfinancialstatements...

Itakeafilefrommydesk,hetakesit

MrNhlabathi:"I'lllookatthislater,that'sactuallynot

whyI'mhere"

Myheartbeatincreases,isheheretofireme?

Me(nervously):"oh....

MrNhlabathi:"sinceyounotgoingtooffermeaseat

I'lljustsit"

Hesayssittingonthechairacross

Me:"ohI'msorry,pleasesit"

HelaughsandIchucklenervouslysittingdown

Me:"uhmso,howcanIhelpyou?AmIintrouble?"

MrNhlabathi:"No,notatall,howareyoulikingyour

newoffice?"

Me:"it'sgreat,honestlythefirstonewascooltoo

butthisone,itmakesmefeellikeI'mtheboss"

MrNhlabathi:"I'mgladitdoes,becauseit'dbecool



tohaveyouwithusforaverylongtime"

Me:"areyoukiddingme,I'mnotgoinganywhere,not

anytimesoon"

MrNhlabathi(smiling):"that'sgoodtoknow,Iwasin

towntocheckonbusiness,Iwasmainlycomingto

visitmybrother,wegoingoutfordrinks,wouldyou

liketojoinus?"

Iraisemyeyebrowsinshock,didIhearhim

correctly?

Me:"youwantmetogooutfordrinkswithyou?"

MrNhlabathi:"notjustme,youmakeitsoundgay

(chuckles)"

Ilaugh

Me:"sorry,it'sjust,Iwasn't....I'dlovetogooutfor

drinkswithyou"

MrNhlabathi:"great,I'llpickyouupatsix,sendme

youraddressonWhatsApp"

Me:"okay,canIgetyourpersonalnumbers,Ionly

havetheworkone"



Hetakesapenfrommydeskandwritesitdownon

paper

Me:"thankyouMrNhlabathi"

MrNhlabathi:"ItoldyoutocallmeLowell"

Me:"okay,gotit,Lowell"

MrNhlabathi:"KeepupthegoodworkZeke"

Hegetsupandwalksout

Isighoutloudsittingbackonmychairandsmileto

myself

Ilookatthenumberonthepaper,Itakemyphone

andsaveitonmyphone.

Imakeaphonecall

"Baby"

Me(smiling):"heybabe,youwon'tguesswhatjust

happened....

.

.

.
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Ijustfinishedputtingonmyoutfit,Ihearthedoor

closingdownstairsasIputonmyshoes,Truetook

metogetmyhairdone,includingawholebodyspar

treatment,eversinceImentionedweshoulddothis

moreoftenwhenhediditformeinThailand,he

tookmeseriously,andI'mgladhedidbecausemy

glowwasonanotherlevel,andmybodyfeltmore

relievedandlessstrainful.

"Readytogo?"

IlookupathimandIsmileinvoluntarily,there'sjust

somethingaboutamaninasuit,he'sforever

lookingsodashing,mytummyflattersashekisses

mycheekbeforepeckingmylips

True(smiling):"howyoudoingmylove?"

Me:"I'mgoodandhowareyoudoingmylove?"

True:"I'mnotgoodatallmylove"



Me(frowns):"what'sthemattermylove?"

True:"becausemylovewascryinganddoesnot

wanttotellmewhy?"

Ilookawayfromhiseyes

Me:"whatgaveitaway?"

True:"youreyesarestillredandpuffy,plusIheard

youoverthephone,youdidn'tsoundwell,talkto

me"

Me(sighs):"it'snothingreally"

True:"babe,please,Iknowit'snotnothing,haveI

givenyoureasonnottotrustme?"

Myheartpoundsagainstmychestlookingathim,

thisismychanceattellinghimthetruth

Me:"I'mjustworriedabouttoday,howwillourbaby

turnout,howmuchtimewillIhavewithmy

baby...it'sjustallsinkinginand...

Hepullsmeintohisarms

True:"Iunderstand,ourbabywillturnoutfine,no

matterwhatconditionshecomesoutwith,she'llbe



justfineforus,she'sourdaughternomatterwhat

andwewillloveandcherishherthewaysheis,

she'sourpreciousgift.She'sstillgoingtobeour

babygirllove,won'tyoulovehernomatterwhat?"

Me(nodding):"Iwill,Idolovehernomatterwhat"

True:"exactly,sodon'tworryaboutthat,weshould

beexcitedandhappythatshe'shealthyandstrong

enoughtocomeoutofherlittlewarmbubblein

thereandcomelivewithusintheoutsideworld"

Ismilefromeartoearlookingupathim,my

daughterwillbetheluckiestgirlevertohavea

fatherlikeTrue.

Me:"Iguessyouareright,asalways"

Hepecksmylips

True:"nowdon'tforgettotakeyourcamerabecause

I'mdocumentingherwholelife,staringwithher

arrival"

Me(laughing):"nowonderyoumyhusband,welive

inthecamera,we'llpostawelcomingourbabyto

theworldvlog"



Helaughsaswegetuptakingmycamerasonefor

videosandtheotherforpictures.

Me:"let'sgocheckherroomfirst"

Wewalkoutandheadtohernurserywhichlooked

sopretty,itwaswhitewithatouchofblackhere

andtherewashernameprintedonthewall.

Me:"Istillloveit"

True:"metoo"

Hehugsmefrombehind

Me:"doyouthinkshe'lllikeit?"

True:"I'msureshewill"

Me:"atleastit'srightacrossourroom,butshe'll

havetosleepwithusforthefirstthreemonthsat

least"

True:"Idon'tknowaboutthat"

Me:"yesbabe,wecan'tlethersleepalone,noways"

True:"Iguessyouright,threemonthsisreasonable"

Me:"yeah,let'sgo"



Weheadoutanddrivetothehospital.Itwasanice

driveaswewereplayingmusicalongtheway,

singingalong,IevenforgotIwasgoingtogivebirth,

thepartI'mhappyaboutisthatI'mnotexperiencing

anypainssincethiswasasetdate.

Wefinallygottotheprivatehospitalthat'swhenmy

nerveskickedupagainattherealityofitallaswe

wereledtothelaborroom.Truewasfollowing

behindusrecording.Wehadtimetoprepareforthis

dayanditwasbeneficialtoknowtheexactdateof

ourchild'sbirthday.Ichosetogothenaturalbirth

way.

Sotheyinsertedsomethingintomyvaginato

inducemylabourandgavemeoxytocin.

Nowwewerejustwaitingforthecontractionsto

start,throughtheresearchI'vedoneIknowthisis

stillgoingtobeapainfulprocess,Iguessthere'sno

escapingthepainwhenitcomestobirth,whether

it'sdoneearlierorinduetime.

Iwasshitscarednolie,I'mafraidofpain,andi

thinkItraumatizedmyselfbywatchingallthose



labourvideosonline.

Ifelthishandsonmeashehelpedmetakeoffmy

clotheswhilelookingintomyeyescalmly

True:"relax,there'llbemedicationtoeasethepain,

I'msoproudofyou,Iknowyou'lldogoodandgive

lifetoourbaby"

Ismileastearsrolldownmycheeks

Hefinallyputthelightgownonme

Itakehishandsholdingthem

Me:"promisemeyou'llneverleaveme"

Helooksatmeforawhilebeforebringingmyleft

armupholdingthehandwiththeringinbetween

ourfaces

True:"youseethisringrighthere?"

Me(smiling):"youmeanthisveryshinyexpensive

beautifuloneonmyfinger?"

True(chuckles):"yeahexactlythatone.....thatright

thereismypromise,whenyoulookatthat,itshould

remindyouthat,I'mnotgoinganywhere,ever"



Ismileleaninginforakiss

Wewererecordingexplainingtoourfanshowour

labourprocesswasgoingandsharingour

excitement,hourswentbyaswewerewaiting,we

dideverythingfrommakingTikTokvideos,scrolling

throughsocialmedia,takingselfies,havingdinner

delivered.Wewerenowcuddledinbedaswehad

tookanap.

Itwasnowfivehoursthathaspassedanditwas

lateatnight,itseemslikeI'llbegivingbirth

tomorrowmorning.

Truewasbrushingmytummywhilewrapped

aroundmefortunatelythebedwasbigenoughto

accommodateusboth

Ifeltauncomfortablepaininmylowerabdomenas

Imoaned

True:"isitstarting?"

Me:"yeah"

Thediscomfortandmildpainsonmybackand

sidesstartasthoughIwashavingperiodcramps



butreallyintense

True:"shouldIcallthedoctor?"

Me:"Ithinksoaahhhthatonwaspainful"

Hegetsupwithabitofpanicinhiseyes

True:"okay!Letmegothen"

ThepainsintensifyandImoanoutloud

Me:"YesGo!....

Hewalksbackwardslookingatme

True:"trythosebreathingexerciseswelearntokay"

Me(groaninginagony):"JustGo!....

Herunsoutalmostfallingbutquicklyholdsonthe

doorframeashedisappearsintothepassage,I

holdontomylegstryingtodosomerelaxing

breathing,itworkedforalittlebituntilthepainsgot

worse,IwalkedtowardsthedoorasTruecame

backwiththeobstetricianwhowillbehelpingme

deliver,buthewasn'taloneastwomidwiveswalked

in,aswellasaphysicianassistantandtwonurses,

realityofhowriskythisdeliverywasgoingtobe



justhitmeasmyheartpoundedfasterinfearwhile

mypainsgotworse

Theypreparedmeforlabourafterawhileasthey

werefixingupequipment,Trueheldmyhandwhile

hisotherhandhadthevideocamera,Ismiledathim

andreturnedhiscalmingsmile

True:"it'shappening"

Me:"its....aaahhhhhshiiiit!!!Fuck!Fuckthathurts,

ooouuuuu....

IwassqueezinghishandasIfelttheurgetopush

True:"LoveI'mrighthere...

Me:"Shutup!Pleasejustshutuuuupuuuuhhhh......

Hewalkedawayfromme

True:"I'llgiveyouyourspaceokay"

Me(groaning):"ffffff....fffuck!Getbackhere,please

holdmyhand,(tearfully)Ineedyou"

Hecamebackandheldmyhand

Thedoctorgavemeanepiduralinjection,ithelped

numbthepainasIfeltahugesenseofrelief



Doctor:"it'salmosttimetostart"

Truewasbesidemecomfortingmewithsweet

encouragingwords,Iappreciatedthemnowthatthe

painhasdieddown

Doctor:"okaynowisthetime,pleasestartpushing

okay"

Me(lookingatTrue):"canyoudoitwithme"

True:"ofcourse"

Wetookdeepbreathsashecountedtothreeand

wepushed,hispushingfacewasfunnyashemade

usalllaugh.

Wekeptpushing,IheardTrue'sfartsashelooked

atmeembarrassedandweallburstintolaughter,I

stoppedlaughingasIwasfeelingdiscomfortasI

couldfeelthebabystretchingmyvaginanothing

wasfunnyanymore,thisbabywastearingmeapart

asmuchasIwasn'tfeelinganypain,givingbirth

wasanervewreckingexperience.

Ifeltsomethinghugeslipoutofmyvagina

True(holdingthecameraexcitedly):"she'shere!"



IwastiredasIwasfloodedwithmanyemotions

withtheurgetocryastheyannouncedthatitwasa

girl.

Doctor:"something'swrong"

Nurse:"she'snotcrying"

Me(confused):"what?"

True(switchingoffthecamera):"what'shappening?

Doc?"

EverythingbecameblurryasIsawthedoctor

walkingawaywithmybaby

Doctor:"excuseus"

True(distantfaintvoice):"whereyoutakingher?

What'sgoingon?Willshebeokay?...

Myheadwasdizzyasmyeyesgotheavier

Me(weakly):"my..mybaby.....

Thelightswentout

.

.
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I'veneverfeltthismuchfearinmylife,thefearof

losingmybabycrippledme,Idon'tknowhowI'd

survivelosinganotherbaby,I'velostenoughbabies

tolastmealifetime,firstwithZiyanda,aftertaking

careofherandallthatexcitementshegaveme

abouthercarryingmyson,onlytofindthatshewas

pregnantforanothermanwhensheleftwithhimat

ourwedding,eventhoughitwasn'tmine,Ifeltgreat

lossbecauseIgenuinelybelievedIwasgoingtobe

afather,thencameIzzieandsheabortsmybaby

withoutmyknowledge,Nowthis.Godpleaseshow

mercyonme,doInotdeservetohaveafamily?

Pleasesavemydaughter,Ineedherjustasmuch

assheneedsme,pleasesavemywife,pleasesave

myfamily,don'ttakethemfromme,Ipromise,I'll

takegoodcareofthem,I'llgivethemheavenon

earth,butpleasedon'ttakethemtoheavenjustyet,

I'mnotreadyforthat,pleasespareusmoreyears

together,pleaseI'mbeggingyou.

It'sbeenthreehoursnowsincethedoctorstoldme

towaitoutherewhiletheytrytohelpmywifeand



baby.

ItwasthelongestthreehoursofmylifeandI

honestlydidn'tknowhowtoact,Iwasalloverthe

place,thepaininmychestwasunbearable,itfelt

likeIwashavingaheartattackandmyheartwas

bleedinginternallybutIwasjusttryingtobreath

andactstrongforthesakeofmygirlswhoare

fightingfortheirlivesinthere.

.

.

.

ZEKE

.

.

.

Me:"Ican'tbelieveyouownthisclub"

Noah:"bestbelieveman,itstartedinJoburgbut

sincemyfamilyandImovedthissidepermanentlyI

openedanotherbranchhere,hopefullywe'llhave



moreinothercitiesaswell"

Me:"thatisawesome,ahospitalandaclubowner,

whattwodifferentworlds"

Noah(Chuckles):"notreally,trustme,hospitalsare

waymorecrazierthanthis"

Me:"Icanimagine,thenyouhaveawifeakids

waitingforyouathome"

Noah:"that'sthebestandworstpart"

Lowell:"tellmeaboutit"

Me:"butshouldn'tyourwifeandkidsbeyour

peace?"

Theylookateachotherburstintolaughter

Me:"didIsaysomethingfunny?"

Noah:"Nonotatall,Imean,withwife,yestherecan

bepeace,butwithwifeandkidstogetherohhthat's

anotherstory,Ifindmorepeaceinthisclub"

Lowell:"kidsaretheworstspeciallyteenagers"

Noah:"Satan'sfavoritedemonsthoseones,it'sall

funandgameswantingtostartafamilymaking



babies,waituntiltheystarttheir"maketheparents

gocrazymission"it'shell,you'llneverfullyhave

yourwifetoyourselffromthenshe's80%theirsand

only20%yourscan'twaitforthemtoturn18andgo

offtouniversityandmoveout,thenIcanhavemy

sweethearttomyself,onlythenwilltherebepeace"

Ilaughashedrownshisdrink

Me:"soundslikeyouhaveabigfamily?"

Noah:"Ihavetwoteenageboysandonegirlmy

youngest,butitfeelslikeIhavetenkids"

Welaugh

Lowell:"tothinkthatIstillwantmorebehoovesme"

Me(laughing):"it'stheyoucan'tlivewiththemand

youcan'tlivewithouttyparelationship"

Noah(laughing):"exactly,nowyougetit"

Lowell:"whataboutyou?Anykids?Potentialwife?"

Itakeasipofmydrink

Me:"Nowife...

Noah(putshisdrinkup):"cheerstothat"



Wetoast

Noah:"youstillyoung,enjoyasmuchasyoucan"

Lowell:"yeah,loveisabeautifulthing,butasaman

it'snotalwayseasybeingfaithful,Imeanlookatall

thisass...

Welookasastripperwalkspastiswithhercheeks

jiggling,weallwhistlelookingatherbeforelooking

ateachotherandlaughing

Lowell:"seewhatImean,tothinkIcan'thavethat,

becauseI'minlove,butthenmostofthetimesit's

worthit"

Wecrackuplaughing

Me:"wellIaminarelationshipthat'skinda

committed"

Lowell:"ohhyeah,it'sJordanright?She'stheone

thattoldmeaboutyou"

Me:"yeahthat'smygirl"

Hebringshishandforthforahandshake

Lowell:"niceone,Jordanisbeautiful"



Noah:"howdoyouknowher?"

Lowell:"herfatherisoneofourbiggestclients,

we'vebeenclosebusinessfriendsforalongtime,

sometimesweinviteeachothertodinnersand

holidaytrips"

Me:"yeah,she'spregnantwithmyfirst"

Noah:"ahhwow,congratulations"

Hebringshisdrinkupandwecheers

Noah:"youloveher?Becauseifyoudo,thenthiswill

bethebestmomentofyourlife"

Inod

Lowell:"uhohthere'sanotherwomanisn'tthere?"

Ilookathimandshakemyhead

Me:"No,nootherwoman...welltherewasbutI

messedup,nowshe'shappywithsomeone

else...butI'vemovedon"

Noahlaughsatme,Ilookathimbeforelaughingat

myself

Noah:"Yeahman,thebestadviceIcangiveyouis,



youbetterfightforherbeforeyouwakeuponeday

andshe'smarriedorhasafiveyearoldkidwho

lookslikeyou"

Lowell(laughing):"that'ssospecific"

Noah:"I'mjustsaying"

Me:"shewantsnothingtodowithme"

Lowell:"ifIlistenedandbelievedthat,Iwouldn'tbe

happilymarriedwiththeloveofmylifetoday"

Noah:"Mywifehatedme,Iranawayforfiveyears

leavingherpregnantwithoutknowing,sentpeople

tokeepherawayfromfindingme,Ididn'tknow

thosepeoplewenttoanextentofhurtingher

physically,shealmostlostmybaby,whenIcame

back,shewashappywithanothermanplaying

happyfamilywithmyson,thewayshewasso

angrywithme,IthoughtI'dneverwinherback,but

onceawomanisinlovewithyou,justknowshe'll

alwaysbe,youjusthavetoremindherwhyshefell

inlovewithyou"

Me:"wow,soitwasn'taneasyrelationship"



Noah:"notatall"

Lowell:"Idon'tthinkthere'sanyeasyrelationship

whentrueloveisinvolved"

Me(sighs):"Ithinkit'sbestIstayaway,she'shappy,

Idon'twanttoruinthatforher,Ithinkit'sbestifI

justputmyfocusonJordanwho'scarryingmy

baby"

Theynodagreeingwithmeasweheadtothe

strippertablesandthenightgetswild,the

Nhlabathissureknowhowtohavefun.Idon'tthink

I'lleverforgetthisnight,it'sdefinitelyacore

memory.

.

.

.
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Iwaswokenupbysomeoneshakingme.

Iopenedmyeyesasthebrightdaylightblindedmy

eyes,Irubbedthemwhilesittingupfromthe

uncomfortablecouch.

Doctor:"MrMaseko?"

Me:"doctor...

MyheartskipsasIrememberwhereIam

Me:"howaremygirls?"

Doctor:"bothyourgirlsaredoinggood,your

daughterisalittlefighter,she'sintheincubatorfor

atleastsixweeks,herheartbeatwasveryweak

andshecan'tsurviveonherownjustasyet"

Me:"butshe'llbealright?"

Doctor:"she'llbealright"

Isighinrelief

Me:"whataboutmywife?"

Doctor:"she'sfine,she'sactuallyawakeandwould

liketoseeyou"



IfeelahugesenseofreliefasIwalkuptoherward

Istandbythedoorwatchingherbabyasshewasin

anincubatorbythesideofherbed

Iwalkinandhereyeslandonme,shesmiles

lookingatme,Ilovehowmypresencealwaysputs

asmileonherfacesoIdon'tlookthefoollookingat

herwithallsmilesonmyown,I'mafoolforher.

Me:"mylove"

Naomi:"she'sokay,comesee"

Igetclosersittingbyhersidelookingintotheround

windowholesoftheincubatorandthetinylittle

humansleepingintherepeacefully

Me:"hassheeaten?She'ssotiny"

Naomi:"yeahbutthroughtubes"

Me:"itsucksthatwecan'ttakeherhome"

Naomi:"yeah,butit'sforthebest,sheneeds

medicalattention"

Me:"soI'monlyallowedinvisitinghours?That'snot

fair,Ishouldtalktothedoctoraboutthat"



Naomi:"youshouldgetbacktowork,it'salreadybad

enoughthatI'lldelaythestartingofshootingforthe

movie"

Me:"IcanpostponeitasfurtherasIwant,Ihavethe

finalsay,sodon'tworryaboutthat"

Naomi:"okay,thedoctorsaidtheyIcanperformthe

surgeryafteraweekortwo"

Me:"toremovethetumor?"

Naomi:"yes"

Icouldseethefearinhereyesbutshedidn'tsayit

outloud

Me:"well,thisiswhatwedisturbedourbaby'speace

intherefor,sowecanfightthiscancerproperly"

Naomi(noddingvigorously):"yes,itmighttakea

monthormonthstoheal,youhavetofindanother

persontoacttheleadrole"

Me:"love,don'tworryaboutthemovie,it'smine,

datescanstillbechangedbecausetheyhaven't

beenconfirmedtothepublicyet,it'sstilljusta

comingsoonmovie,relax,yourhealthcomesfirst



beforework"

Shenodsunderstanding,shelooksupatmeand

smiles

Naomi:"shelookslikeyou"

Webothshiftourfocustothebaby

Me:"Nah,Idon'tseethat,she'sstilltootinytotell,

butshe'sdefinitelygoingtotakeyourlooks,lookat

her,she'ssolight,shecompletelyneglectedmy

darkcompletion"

Naomi:"mostbabiescomeoutverylight,I'msure

she'llgetdarkerasshegrows"

Me:"probably,butit'sbestifshekeepsyours"

IfeelhereyesonmeasIturnlookingather

Naomi:"youcancallmydad"

Me(smiles):"andtellhimtocomehere?"

Shenodslightly

Naomi:"yes,I'mreadytotalktohimnow,assoonas

wedonewiththissurgery,Iwantustogetmarried"



MyheartjumpsforjoyandIsmileather

Me:"youreallymeanthatlove?"

Naomi:"there'snotimetowaste,everydayonthis

earthmatters,andIwanttobeyourwife,whileIstill

havethechance"

Ifeeltearsburnmyeyeslookingintohertearyeyes

Me(smilingtearfully):"Youhavenoideawhatyou've

justdonetome,Naomi,Nowomanhasevermade

mefeelanythingclosetowhatIfeelforyou,

sometimesIthinkmaybeI'mcrazy,there'snoway

onepersoncouldloveapersonthismuch,Ithought

itwasjustmymindthinkingtoomuch,butIdon't

thinkit'smymind,thesefeelingshaveeverythingto

dowithmyheart,butmaybeit'sevendeeperthan

that,it'slikeitcomesrightfrommysoul,there's

nothingIwouldn'tdoforyou,Itrulydoloveyou,I

wishtherewasaworddeeperthanlove,I'dtellyou

that'showIfeelusingthatword"

Sheburstsintotearsthrowingherselfintomyarms

withherheadonmychest

Naomi:"Iloveyoumore,IloveyouTrue"



Westaylikethatforawhilewithtearsstreaming

downourfaces.Mymanlyinstinctskicksrealizing

I'mcryingandshowingtoomuchweaknessin

public,IwipemytearssniffingasIcontinuetorub

herback

Me:"letmegomakethatphonecallneh?"

Shepullsoutthehug

Naomi:"okay"

Iwalkouttomakethephonecall

.

.

.
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AfteralmostanhourlatermyDadwalksintothe

room,whileTruewassittingonthechairnexttomy



bedandourbabywasbackinNICU.

Dad:"mybaby,areyouokay?Howyoufeeling?"

IlookathimthenbackatTruewholooksatmewith

acalmgazenoddingabit.

Ilookbackathim

Me:"I'mfine"

Dad:"Iheardthatyougavebirth,Isawyouwere

pregnantonsocialmedia"

True:"Ishouldgo,love,I'llcomebacklaterwith

somefood"

Inodlookingathim,hegivesmeapeckonthe

forehead,thenlooksatme,webothwantedtokiss,

Isawhiseyespassbymylipsashesmiled

brushingmyarm

True:"takecare"

Me:"bye"

Hewalksoutleavingmewithmyfather

Itakeahugebreathrelaxingbackonmypillow



Dad:"wehavealottotalkabout"

Me:"Notreally"

Dad:"honeymustard...

Me:"look,Ijustwantedyoutoknowthat,it'sfine,I

understand,youkepteverythingfromme,because

youwereprotectingme,Idon'tknowfromwhat

exactlybutit'scool,canwejustmoveon"

Dad:"Mimie,canIexplain"

Me:"youreallydon'thaveto,Idon'tthinkI'llever

forgiveyouforwhatyouandthatwomanputmy

motherthrough,butIdon'twanttohateyou,Idon't

wanttoresentyou,youstillmyfatherandIstill

haveloveforyouandIneedyoutobeapartofmy

life"

Dad:"I'mreallysorryforkeepingsuchsecretsfrom

you,I'velearntmylesson,Inevermeanttohurtyou,

ifanythingI'dgothroughdrasticamountstoprotect

you,I'vemadestupidmistakeswhenitcameto

yourmother,asmuchasIlovedher,Ialwayshad

waysofmessingup,shealsolovedmesomuch

shenevergaveuponme,butIguessahumancan



onlyforgiveandwithstandsomuch,Ifailedyour

mother.ButIpromisedmyself,that,nomatterwhat,

IwillneverfailyoubuthereIammakingthesame

mistakes,secretsarepoisonousandcanruinones

lifesomuch,honey,Ithoughtkeepingsomethings

wereawayofmeprotectingus,buthidingawhole

familyfromyouwasnotonlystupidofmebutvery

selfish,Irobbedyouofsomuch,myattentionhas

alwaysbeendividedandthat'smadeyouquestion

myloveforyou,Isawtheeffectofmydoublelife

butstillchosetoavoidyourfeelingswhile

protectingmine,youdeservedawaybetterfather

thanwhatIgaveyou,Iwasacoward,ifIwasn't,

whoknowswhatImissedouton,Ikeptyoufrom

yoursiblingsbeingabigsister,maybeifIcame

cleantoyouyearsagothingswould'veturnedout

better.I'msosorry"

Isighandwipeoffmytears,mythroatwaschoking

inpain

Me:"allthoseyearsI'vebeentryingtogetyour

attention,gettingintotroubleinschooljustsoyou

cancomevisitmeafteryouthrewmetoboarding



school,yousentmetherejusttofocusonyourside

family(chuckles)ormaybeIwasthesidefamily

andyouwantedtofocusonyourmainfamily,either

way,Ineversawmyselfgoodenoughforyou,tried

beingmorelikeaboysoyoucanpayattentionto

me,butnonofthatworkedforalongterm,there

weretimesyouwerethebestfather,youweremy

bestfriend,thenoutofnowhereyou'dstartyour

beingunavailableforme,Ithoughtyouweretiredof

mebecausemomwasn'theretohelpyouwithme

anymore"

Dad(crying):"thatisnottrueonebit,Iloveyoumore

thananythinginthisworld,youaremorethangood

enough,ifthere'sanyonewhowasn'tenoughfor

anyone,it'dbeme,Iwasn'tnotenoughfatherfor

you,Iwasneverpresentenoughforyou,canwe

pleasestartover?"

Me:"isthereanymoresecretsIshouldknowabout?"

Heshakeshisheadsurely

Dad:"no,nomoresecrets"

Me:"okayIguesswecanstartover"



Dad(smiling):"doesthatmeanIcanofficially

introducethem?"

Me:"yes,butdoyoureallyloveElizabeth?"

Dad:"notasmuchasIlovedyourmother,but

Elizabethmakesmehappy"

Inod

Me:"whilewebeingbrutallyhonest,howdidmom

die?Thetruth?"

Dad:"Ibrokeyourmother'sheart(sobs)Iwasnot

alwaysagoodhusband,sheforgavemeforalotof

things,untilshecouldn'ttakeitanymore,we

divorcedinsecretwithouttellingyou,toprotectyou,

westayedtogetherwhiledivorcedforyoursake,

that'swhenIfellforBethasshewasthewomanI

confidedinduringthedivorce,webecameclose.

Andstartedhavinganaffair.whenyourmother

foundoutaboutBethandIshehadaheartfailure,

shewenttothedoctorandhediagnosedherwithit,

shestartedlivingonmedicationandchangedher

lifestyle,buttheconditionstillworsened,sheonly

survivedtwoyearswithit"



IfeelmyheartsuffocatinginpainasIfeelan

excruciatingpaininmychest

Me(crying):"Imisshersomuch"

Hegetscloserandpullsmeintohisembrace,I

wrapmyarmsaroundhimholdinghimbackandit

feltgoodbeingbackintohisarms.

AfterabunchoftearsIwastellinghimaboutmy

lifeafterIlefthomeupuntiltoday.OfcourseIleft

outmysicknesspart,Idon'tthinkthiswastheright

time

Ineedmoretimetobeabletosharethis,itwas

hardenoughtellingTrue,we'vesharedsomuchfor

oneday.

Hewashappyforme,Ithoughthe'dbemadatme

forgettingpregnantatsuchayoungagebuthe

wasn't,hewasmadthathe'snowagrandpa,he

saidI'mmakinghimold.

Dad:"Thisboyisreallyseriousaboutyou,IguessI'll

bewaitingforthevisitfromhisunclesthen"

Me(smiling):"really?"



Dad:"youhaveallmyblessings"

Me:"thankyouDaddy"

Dad:"Ijustcan'twaittoseemylittleprincess,what's

hername?"

Me:"MatildaOlumiyoMaseko"

Hesmilesnoddingproudly

.

.

.

*******

Babyonboard

*******
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Bandile:"stopworrying,it'sgoingtogowell"

Me:"Idon'tknowman,thewayshe'ssoscared,it

seriouslyscaresme,Itrytoacttoughforher,butto

behonest,I'mjustasscaredasher,evenworse

maybe"

Bandile:"Iknowit'sscarywhatyougoingthrough,

youjustfoundher,andnowthere'sapossibilityto

loseherforever,buttruthisweallfindloveandwe



allloseit,it'sjustweneverknowhowlongwe'll

actuallyhaveitorwhenandhowwe'llloseit

becausewedon'tanticipatethat,sowhileyoustill

haveit,youembraceitmakethemostofit,feelit

likeyougoingtoloseittomorrow,betherefor

Naomiandjustloveherwhileyouhaveher,don't

grieveherwhileshe'sstillalivebecauseyou'llregret

notgivinginyourallwhileshe'sstillhere,havefaith

inher,it'llbeokaybro,don'tanticipateherdeath,

she'sstillhere,justmakesureyouliveeveryday

withherasifit'syourlast,makefutureplanswith

her,bepresentandbehappytohaveher,sothat

shecanbehappytobehere,wecan'trunaway

fromdeathmanforallyouknowyoucoulddie

beforeshedoesandyouperfectlyhealthy,soallI

cantellyourightnowischerisheverymoment,I

knowit'seasyfallinginlovewithsomeoneand

beingsomadlyinlovewithherthatithasyou

questioningyourself,howwasIeverabletolivelife

withoutherbefore?Andnowyoucan'timagining

everlivinglifewithoutheragain,itsuffocatesyou

justthinkingaboutit,buttrustme,youcan,you

livedlifebeforeherandyouwerefine,shecame



alongandyourlifechanged,youexperienced

anotherphaseoflifewithherinitandthatwasyour

favoritepartoflife,whenshegoes,it'llbehard,but

you'llliveanotherlifewithhermemoriesstillthere

andthatlifewon'tbethesameasthelifeyoulived

beforeherorduringherbutit'llbeanotherseason

you'veneverexperiencedbeforeandyouwilladapt

toit,andjustlikethatlifewillgoon,lifeisforever

changingbro,there'sdifferentseasonstoit,wejust

havetogowiththeflow,sowhateverhappens,just

gowiththeflow,youwilldojustfine,youapraying

Godbelievingman,havefaith"

Irubmytearfuleyeswipingthetears

Me(tearfully):"youright....

Bandile:"ohshitdidImakeyoucry?"

Iburstintolaughterathisshockedtone

Bandile:"Sorrybro"

Me:"Noshit!Wheredoyougetallthiswisdom,I

thoughtIwasthewiseone"

Bandile:"fromyou,youwouldn'tknowbecause



you'vealwaysbeenjustabigbrothertome,but

you'vehelpedmegothroughsomuchshitwithjust

yourwordsandavailability,thattimemytwin

brotherpassed,Iwasatthevergeofkillingmyself,

butyousavedme,withwords,wordsthatstuckin

myheartuntiltoday,youtaughtmealotabout

life...Iguesswhenit'syouinthepits,youalsoneed

someonetopullyouupthewayyoudidforme...I'll

alwaysbehereforyou,whateverhappens"

Me(smilingemotionally):"you'rearealG,thankyou"

Bandile:"gobethereforher"

Me:"okay,I'llupdateyou"

Bandile:"youbetter"

Ihangupsittinginthecarandsigh.

Iopenthedoorandheadtothehospitalbuilding

makingmywaystraighttoherward.Hersurgery

wasgoingtobeinafewminutesandIhad

promisedherI'dbehereforherbutIcoward,Iwas

afraid,nowIfeelstupidbecauseshemustbeway

moreterrified.



Ipassherfathersittingrightoutsideherward

Me:"iseverythingalright?"

Mr.Newton:"shewantstobealone"

Me:"ohokay,letmegocheckonher"

MrNewton:"please,she'snotokay"

Helookeddrained,eversincewebrokethenewsto

him,hedidnottakethemwell,ifI'mfeelingthis

terribleIcanonlyimaginehowhemustfeelasa

father.

IgettoherroomandIheardsoftsobsasshewas

lyingonhersidefacingtheotherwaywithherback

atthedoor.

Iwalkuptoherquietly,shewasreallycryingsitting

herealonewaitingforthebiggestsurgeryofherlife,

fuck,Ifeelbadfornotgettingheresooner.

Itouchherarmandshestartlesabitwipingoffher

tearsassheturnstofaceme

Naomi:"heyIdidn'thearyoucomein"

Me:"I'msorryI'mlate"



Shesatupleaningagainstthebedframe

Naomi(tearfully):"Ithoughtyouwerenotcoming"

Itakeherhandintomine

Me:"howcanInotcomewhenIpromisedIwould"

Naomi:"whattookyousolong?"

Me:"tobehonest,Ispentanhourinthecarcrying

andpraying,talkedtoBandileaswell,beforeIcould

findthecouragetocomein,I'msorry"

Shesmilesfaintly

Naomi:"I'mgladyouherenow,Ifeelmuchbetter"

Shegivesmeahopefulsmilehereyesfilledwith

faith

Naomi:"I'llmakeitthroughthisright?"

Me:"youwill"

Naomi:"I'llbeatthiscancer"

Me:"you'vealreadybeatenitmylove"

IsitbesideheronthebedasIpullheintomychest

Me:"thecancermighthavestartedthefight,butyou



sureashellwillfinishit,younotinthisaloneweall

behindyou"

ShebreaksdownholdingmetightlyandItighten

mygripaswell

Naomi:"don'tletgoofme,please"

Icontinueholdingherwhilekissingthetopofher

head

Me:"Igotyou"

.

.

.

ZEKE

.

.

.

Iwasintheloungewatchingsoccerwithabowlof

popcornonmylapandafewcoldbeersonthe

table.Iintendonusingthisweekendtorelax,I've



beenoverworkingmyselfsinceIstartedthisjob

anditwasstartingtotakeaseriouseffecttomy

health,thestresswasmakingmesick,Ihaven't

beenfeelingwellforthepasttwoweeksIgota

weekoffatwork,butIwasfeelingbetternow.

Jordanwasfastasleepandwentuptothebedroom

foranap,I'llhavetoorderfoodfortonightbecause

Idon'tthinkanyofusareuptocook,andit'snow

almostfive.

Myphonerings,IlookattheIDforawhile,Idon't

feelliketalkingtothismanandhe'sbeencallingme

allweek,I'veavoidedhiscallseverytime.

Isighandanswer

Me:"Itoldyoutostopcallingme"

"Iknowyoumadatme,Idon'tknowhowto

apologizetoyou,butthisisn'taboutme,Naomi

needsherbestfriend,youtheonepersonwho

bringsoutthebestinherevenatherworst

moments,Iknowshe'smadatyoubuttrustme,

rightnow,sheneedsallthesupportshecanget,I

knowshewantsyouhere,eversinceyouleft



something'sbeenmissingwithher,shewon'tadmit

itbutshedoesmissyou"

Ibrushmyfacewithonehandandheaveasigh,I

shakemyhead

Me:"whatareyoutalkingabout?Naomihatesme,

whywouldsheeverneedme?"

"Shehasmesotheliomacancerandshe'saboutto

gothroughsurgery,it'snotcurablebutwithsurgery

andchemotherapyherlifecanbeprolongedto

years"

MyheartdropsbreakingintoamillionpiecesasI

feelmywholebodyturnhot

Me(defeatedindisbelief):"what?"

"Idrovemydaughter'smothertodeathandshe

becamesodepressed,nomatterwhatIdid,Ijust

couldn'tbringbackhermothertheonlypersonshe

needed,andIdidthesamewithyou,Idroveyou

awayfromher,theonlypersonwhoboughtback

mydaughtertothebubblyhappypersonIknew,but

atleastwithyou,Istillhavethechancetobringyou

back,pleaseIneedyoutobethebigbrothershe



neverknewsheneeded,shestillhasy'allpictures

aroundhermirrorinherbedroom,Iwouldn'twant

hertodiebeforegivingyouthechancetofixthe

messImade,yesshe'sinlovewithsomeoneelse,

butlovecan'talwayssolveeverything,sometimes

truefriendshipisthemagicabrokenheartneeds"

TearswerestreamingdownmyfaceasIwasstill

tryingtodigestthewholecancerpart,itcan't

possiblybereal

Me:"whichhospital?"

"MelomedClaremontprivatehospital"

Me:"I'llbethereinthirtyminutes"

"Okayson"

Ihangupasmybreathingrateincreasesmythroat

cloggedbypainastearsuncontrollablystream

downmyface

ItfeltlikeIwashavingapanicattackassobs

accompaniedbyhiccupsescapemymouth,my

eyeswereblurytryingtolookformycarkeys,Itried

tobefastbutmylegsgotweakerasmyairpipes



wereclosinginonme,Istumbledtowardsthe

counter,trippedandfellonmyknees,myheartwas

suffocatingandthepainwasunbearable

"Ohmygoodnessbabe!....

Ifeltherhandstryingtohelpmeup

Jordan:"calmdownbaby,what'shappening!?I'llget

youwater"

Shegavemeaglassofwaterhelpingmedrinkand

brushingmyback,ithelpedmyheadtostop

spinning

Me:"I..Ineedtogo...

Igotupandtookmykeysfromthekeyholdersin

thekitchen

Jordan:"whereareyougoing,youcan'tdrivelike

that?Whyareyoucrying?Babepleasetellme

what'sgoingon?"

Me:"Ihavetorushtothehospital,Ihavetogetto

thehospitalnow"

Jordan:"why?Whathappened?"



IforgothowtospeakwordsasIwasgetting

frustratedthatIcouldn'tfindmyshoes

Me:"Myshoes!!Wherearemyfuckenshoes!!"

Jordan:"here!"

Shethrowsthematme

Jordan:"I'mgoingwithyou"

Me:"No!"

Jordan:"whynot?Please"

Me:"No...

Ishoutwalkingouttothegarageopeningitasit

tookitsownsweettime

Jordan:"youcan'tgooutwearingthosesweatpants

andavestinfrontofpeopleatleastchange"

IignoreherasIgetinthecarandreversebefore

drivingoff

.

.

.
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.
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It'sbeenfiveminutessincetheytookNaomiinfor

cancerremovalsurgery,theysayitusuallytakes15

to40minutesbuttheyshouldbedoneinanhour.I

wasshitnervousIwishIcouldgointhereandhold

herhand,butthenagaintherewasnousebecause

theyputhertosleep.

HerfriendStellawashere,apparentlyshewasthe

firsttoknowaboutherdiagnosisandshetoldher

abouthersurgerytoday,shearrivedafewminutes

beforeshewentonforsurgery.Naomi'sdadwas

sittingafewchairsawayfromme,wewereallabit

scatteredgivingeachotherspace.

Icouldn'tsitstillasIkeptpacingupanddown.I

wastryingtositstillbutmyheadwasalloverthe

placeanditfeelslikeit'sbeenhourssincetheytook

herinthere.



Iwasleaningbackwithmyheadfacedupatthe

ceilingprayingwithallmyheartthatGodperforms

amiracleandcureallthatcancer.I'mnotlosing

anotherpersoninmylife,nowayGodcan'thateme

thatmuch,hecan'tpossiblyhatemethatmuch,I've

livedanhonestlife,I'veneverstolenfromanyoneI

workedhardandprayedforeverythingI've

accomplished,notoncehaveIforgottentothank

Godformyblessings,hecan'tpossiblyletmego

throughthisagain,Iknowthispainalready,Idon't

wanttogothroughitagain.

Itriedmybesttostayawayfromlovebutit

happenedtofindme,andnowthis?

"Hey"

Agrownman'svoicegreetsbesidemeasItiltmy

head,myheartskipsasInoticewhoitis.

Zeke(breathlessly):"IcameasfastasIcould"

IfrownedasIstoodupinfrontofhim,hisface

humbledashebreaksawayfrommystare,Ifelta

suddenrushofangerinmychestlookingathim

Me:"whatareyoudoinghere?"



MrNewton:"Icalledhim,Naomineedseveryone

closetoherheartrightnow,hatredandgrudges

aside,sheneedsallofyou,please,canwebe

peaceful"

Me:"youcalledhim?AfterNaomisaidshedoesn't

wanttoseehim?"

MrNewton:"trustme,Iknowmydaughter,shedidn't

meanthat,sheneedsusall,wearetheonlyfamily

sheknows,youthreepeoplehaveplayedthe

biggestrolesinherlife,onegaveherthegreatest

friendshipshe'sneverexperiencedbefore,andthe

othergaveherunconditionalloveshe'sneverfelt

before,she'sstillblurredbyangerbutIknowshe

trulyneedsbothofyou(lookingatStella)allthree

ofyou"

Ididn'thavetheenergytosayanythingsoIjustsat

backdown

Hesatbesideme,thenigarwasreallytryingtoget

onmynervesbecausealltheseemptychairs

aroundhecould'vesatanywhere

Zeke:"look,Iknowyouprobablyhatemebut...



Me(interrupts):"yes,andlet'sleaveitatthat"

Igetupandfindanotherseatfarfromhim

HegoesuptoNaomi'sfathersittingbesidehim

buryinghisfaceinhishandsandhebrusheshis

backcomfortinghim

Itfeltlikesomethingkeptpunchingmyheartwith

thepainthatcamewitheverybeat.

Afteranhourthedoctorfinallycametous

Doctor:"theoperationwassuccessful,wetriedto

removeasmuchofthecancer,alsoremovedsome

ofthehealthytissuesaroundthatareatoreduce

thechancesofthecancercomingbackquickly,

mesotheliomacancerisunfortunatelyfatalandthe

surgeryisnotacure,shewillbestartingher

chemotherapytreatmentineightweeks,sheneeds

asmuchemotionalsupportasshecanget,please

don'tmakethisexperienceworseforher,lethertry

doingthethingsshe'snevertriedbefore"

Zeke(breakingvoice):"waitwait...isthereany



chanceofherbeingcompletelycuredfromthis?

Anylittlechance?"

Doctor:"withtreatmentshecanliveforverylong,

butunfortunatelythere'snocure,therearepatients

whohavelivedseveralyearsbeyondtheaverage

lifeexpectancy,Iknowonemanwhowastoldhe

haslessthansixmonthstolivebecausehis

mesotheliomahadmetastasizedsoextensively,but

after20yearsofdiagnosishewasthelongestliving

documentedmesotheliomasurviverintheworld,

hisnameisPaulheevenhasapublishedbook

abouthisremarkablesurvivaljourney,whoknows

howmanymorepeopleouttherewhowerenever

documentedwholivedalonglifewithcancer,it's

notadeathsentencebutratheralifesentencethat

pushesonetolive,she'saverystrongone,butshe

canbestrongerwiththeonesshelovesbesideher,

Ihavetogo,youcangoseehernow"

Wemakewayforhimashewalksawayleavingus

intotalsilence

Wewalkedtowardsherwardandshewasasleep



Istoodbesideherasherfatherstoodontheother

sideandStellastoodbytheendofthebed,Zeke

didn'tcomein.

Itookherhandandhereyesopenedabit

landingonStella

Stella(smiling):"heey"

Shesmileslookingather

Naomi:"hey"

Shelookedatherfather

Naomi:"daddy"

Dad:"it'sokaynowprincess"

Hesaidbrushingherhairgently

Naomi:"it'sdone"

Dad:"it'sdonemybaby"

Hekisseshercheekhereyesclosesighingbefore

turningtolookatme,hersmilefillsupherface,I

pushbackthesadnessandsmilethroughit

Me:"I'mproudofyou"



Naomi:"andIloveyou"

Ichuckleasmysmileturnsintoablush,itwasthe

wayshesaiditandthewayshelookedatme

Me:"Iloveyoumore"

Naomi:"canyouproveit?"

Ilaughabitlookingatherfatherashenodshis

headsmiling

Ibenddownbringmyfaceclosertohersandwe

shareapeckwhichturnintoasmoochbutwekeep

itshorttorespectthepeoplearoundus,Iwantedto

kisshertillIrunoutofbreath,I'vebeendyingto

kissher.

"Hi"

Hesayswalkinginstandingbesidemebutabitfar

fromme

Hermouthdropsabitsurprisedasafrownengulfs

herfacelookingathimconfusedbyhispresence,

sheseemedspeechlessnotsurewhattosayasshe

triedtospeak

Zeke(tearfully):"IcameassoonasIheard...I..I...I'm



sosorry...

Tearsstreamdownhisfaceashecouldn'thold

himselffrombreakingdown,Ilookatherandnotice

tearsfilluphereyesuntiltheyfinallybreakdown

hercheeks

HerfathergaveusalookbeforehimandStella

walkedoutofthewardtogivethemspacebutmy

feetcouldn'tletmemove.Herhandwastight

holdingontomineasthoughshedidn'twantmeto

leave.

Me:"uhm,Iwillgogetussomethingtoeat"

Naomi(tearfully):"No,pleasedon'tgo"

AsmuchasIdidn'twanttoleavethemalonehere,

butforherownemotionalsanity,Iknewthey

neededtotalk,IhatedtheideaofitbutIguessit

hastohappen,sheneedstoknowwhereherheart

was.Ineededtoknowtoo,thereforetheyneededto

beleftalone.

Ikissedherforeheadbeforekissingherlips,this

timethekissgotdeeperandmorepassionatebut

keptitshort,Ipeckedheronelasttimebefore



walkingawaybutherhandstoppedmeasitwas

stillholdingontometightly.Ilookedatherand

gaveherareassuringsmilebeforesheletgo.

Me:"Iloveyou"

Naomi(swallowed):"Iloveyoumore"

IlookedatZekewhowassittingonthechairwith

hisheadburiedinhishands

Iwalkedoutoftheroomwithaheavyheartandout

ofthehospitalgettingintomycaranddrivingoff.

.

.

.

*******

Lifesentence

*******
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Ilookupather,shewasfiddlingwithherfingers

lookingdownatthem

Isighoutloudwipingmytears,fuck,Ididn'teven

knowwheretostart,whattosay,shedoesn'teven

wantmehere.

Me:"Naomi....

Shedoesn'tlookatme



Me:"Ican'timaginewhatyougoingthroughright

now,Iknowmysorrywillnothelp,butIreallyam

sorry"

Shefoldsherarmslookingtheotherway

Me:"IhatethatIwasn'tthereforyouforsolong,ifI

hadatimemachineI'dgobackandchangehistory,

thingswouldbedifferent,we'dstillbetogether....

Sheturnslookingatme

Naomi:"ifIhadatimemachine,I'dmakesureto

nevermeetyou"

Me(sighssomberly):"Iknowhowmuchlosingyour

motheraffectedyouIdidn'twanttoruinthe

relationshipbetweenyouandyourDad"

Naomi:"wellgoodjobtoyoubecausehemanaged

todothatallbyhimselfanyway"

Me:"Imadeamistakerunningofflikethat,I

should'vecommunicatedwithyouandtoldyouwhy

itwasabadideatobetogetheratthattime,butI

wastoomuchofacowardtosaythattoyourface

andseemyselfbreakingyourheartsoIranoff,I



neverlookedback,IthoughtI'dnevercomeback,I

thoughtIcouldlivewithoutyouandsurvive

perfectlywell,butIwaswrong,missingyouwas

killingmeeverydayIcouldn'tevenfinishayear

withoutyou,I'vebeenmissingyouterriblyandI

can'tstopthinkingaboutyou,Imissedourdrunk

sleepovers,oursoccergames,practicingTikTok

dances,Imissedhavingyouinmyarmsand

pouringmyheartouttoyou,talkingaboutourfuture

goals,growingoldtogetherandgoingondouble

dates,ourkidsbeingcousinsandnevertellingthem

weareactuallyjustfriendsbecause....they'llknow

usasbrotherandsister,Istillwantthat,IknowI

can'thaveyoubackasmygirlfriendanymorebut

canIpleasepleasepleasehavemybestfriend

back"

Igodownonmyknees

Me:"pleaseI'mbeggingyou,pleasetakemeback,I

wasanidiotforjustleavingyoulikethat,Iloveyou

sosomuch,pleaseforgiveme"

Tearsbrokefromhereyeslookingatme



Naomi:"youbrokemyheart"

Me:"pleaseletmefixit,IknowIcan,pleasegiveme

asecondchance"

Shebrokedownsilentlysobbing

Naomi(brokenvoice):"yourejectedme,somany

times"

Me:"Iwasstupidanddidn'tknowwhatIwanted,I

wantedtobewithyouItrulydid,butatthesame

time,IknewthekindofmanIwas,IknewI'dhurt

yousomehow,yousawhowItreatedwomen,I've

neverreallyhadanyrespectforwomen,Icouldn't

evenrespectmyownmotherbecauseoftheway

sheletmentreather,sheportrayeditokayformen

totreatherlikethat,tomewomenwerejustpeople

responsibleforsatisfyingmensexually,nothing

more,thenImetyou,Isawyoudifferently,Ifeltfor

youdifferently,everythingaboutyouwasdifferent

andnewtome,theonlywayIcouldprotectyou

frommebutstillexperienceyouwastomakeyou

myfriendinsteadanditseemedtoworkforfour

yearsthenyoustartedshowingyourfeelingsforme



lastyear,Itriedtoavoidthesignsyouthrewatme

becauseIdidn'twantyouevokingsomethingIlong

buriedbeforeiteventurnedintoanything,butI

guesstheheartwantswhatitwants....I'msorry"

Shesighswipingoffhertears,Iwipemineaswell

sniffing

Naomi:"I'mgoingtodiesoon"

Me:"don'tsaythat,youstillhavesomanymore

years,thedoctorsaidit'spossibletoliveupto

twentyyearsifyoutakereallygoodcareofyourself

andstayfaithfultotreatment"

Naomi:"chancesofthatareveryscarce(sighs)all

I'msayingis,lifeisshort,deathislurkingaround

me,Idon'thavethetimeforgrudgesandanger,I

forgiveyou"

Igetupfrommykneesstandingbesideherbed

Me:"youmeanthat?"

Naomi:"yes,Imissedmybestfriendtoo"

Ismileemotionallyasshegivesmethatlopsided

smile



Naomi:"youstillajerkthough"

Me(chuckles):"Iknow,I'mtheworstjerkofthemall"

Naomi:"bigstupididiotjerk"

Inodacceptingit

Me:"Iknowthingswon'tgobacktohowtheywere

thateasilyandIhavealottomakeuptoyoufor"

Naomi:"damnright"

Me:"butI'mwillingtodoanything,andImean

anythingtomakeituptoyou,forthingstogoback

thewaytheywere,anything"

Shelooksatmeforawhile

Naomi:"thewaytheywerebeforeweinvolved

sexualfeelings"

Inodvigorously

Me:"yes,Imean,Iwantustobefriendsagain"

Naomi(smiles):"Iwantthattoo"

Myheartdancedinjoylookingather

Me:"canIhugyou?"



Shenods.

IleanincloserasIwrapmyarmsaroundherwaist

andsheholdsmearoundmyneck,Iholdhergently

carefulnottobetootightasshejustwentthrough

asurgery,westaylikethatforawhile,Iwas

temptedtoburrymyheadinherneckandsmellher

hairbutIkeptmycool.

SheclearedherthroughanditwasonlythenI

realizedshelongletgo,Iletgoofher.

Me(smiling):"sorry"

Shechucklesshakingherhead,Inoticetheshiny

bandonherfinger

Me:"congratulationsbytheway"

ShelooksatherhandassoonasshenoticesI

noticedit

Naomi:"thankyou"

*Silence*

Me:"Ican'tbelieveyougettingmarried"

Myheartrateincreasesatthethoughtofit



Naomi:"metoo,IneverthoughtI'dmarrythissoon"

Me:"whatistherushanyway?"

Shelooksupatme

Naomi:"there'snorush,Ilovehimandhelovesme,

that'sall"

Me:"ofcourse,I'msorry,didn'tmeantobe

offensive"

*Silence*

Me:"I'mhappyforyou"

Naomi:"thanks"

Me:"congratulationsonthebabyaswell,whereis

she?"

Naomi:"she'sinanotherroom"

Me:"ohokay,Isawthegenderrevealvideo,itwas

reallynice...

Naomi:"yeah...

Me:"andyourvacationvlogitwasbeautiful...I'm

reallyhappyforyou,youdeserveallthisloveand



happiness"

Shenodslookingdown

Naomi:"thankyou"

*Silence*

Me:"I'lluhm....I'llleaveyoualonefornowwithyour

family,Ishouldgetgoing,I'llcomecheckonyou

againtomorrow"

Naomi:"ohokay,I'llseeyoutomorrowthen"

Me:"I'llseeyou,Bambi"

Shelooksupatmeandoureyeslockforawhile,it

waslikeweweretalkingwithoureyes,Iwantedto

saywhatIthoughtshewassayinginhermind,

there'ssomuchIwantedtotellherssomuchI

wantedtoletoutmychest,butI'mnotgoingto

standinthewayofherhappinessagain.Evenina

hospitalbedshestilllooksassexyasever.

Ibreaktheintenseeyecontactbeforemymind

undressedheranyfurtherandwalkedoutofthe

room

.



.
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ThecoolbreezehitmyfaceasIsuckedinthe

relaxingoceanoxygen.Ipackedbythebeachand

wassittingbythebenchlookingatthedarkseaas

thebeautifulstarsshinedoverit.Theoceanismy

favoriteplaceintheworld,italwayshasawayto

calmme,toputmymindatpeace.

Especiallyatnightwhenthere'snopeoplearound,I

gettotalktoGodloudlyandfreelyandjustconnect

tomyselfspirituallyandemotionally.Iwasgoing

throughalotemotionally,IfeellikeI'malwaysbeing

testedandforsomereasonIfeelamajorstorm

comingmyway,Isensebetrayal,Ihatea

relationshipfilledwithinsecurities,whenNaomifelt

insecureIalwaystriedmybesttoeraseitfromher



heartbyconstantlyprovingmyselfbutitstillwas

neverenough,IalwaystoldmyselfI'dneverstayin

arelationshiplikethat,whereIhavetoconstantly

provemyselfbecausethat'swhatIalwaysdidwith

Ziyanda,that'swhynonofmyrelationshipslasted

afterthatbecauseIdidn'ttolerateit,Iguessitwas

easybecauseIwasn'tdatingforlove,Lovemakes

puttingyourselffirstverydifficultalmost

impossible.

NowhereIamfeelinginsecure,questioningmy

trust,whyamIsuddenlyfeelingthisway,Naomi

hasn'tgivenmeareasontofeellikethisjustyet.I

guessseeingZekejustremindedmeofhowIgot

closetoNaomiinthefirstplace,shewascrazyin

lovewiththatboyandshewaswillingtodo

anythingtogethim,Ihelpedher,Isawthewayshe

talkedabouthim,thewayshelookedathim,nowI

wondercouldalovethatdeepjustdisappear,just

likethat,hasshereallymovedon,orwasIjusta

rebound?

Ilookuptryingtostopthetearsfromfalling

WhyamIevenfeelingthisway?Imeanshe'salso



showedmeloveandaffectiondeeperthanI'veever

feltfromherbefore,inThailandandeverydayafter

that,itwaslikebeingwithadifferentversionofHer,

aversionthatwasmadeonlyforme,likeIwasthe

onlymanshe'severbeenwithorloved,I

experiencedanewsideofher,Iwasgettingback

morethanIwasgiving,verydifferentfromthe

Naomibeforewebrokeup.

*Sighsheavily*

Overthinkingwillbethedeathofme.Naomiismine,

shelovesmejustasmuchasIloveherandthatis

alotoflove.

Igetupandheadbacktomycaranddriveofftoget

somefood.

Me:"foodisserved"

Isaygettinginthewardanditwasjusther,Iguess

everyonehasleft

Naomi:"youtookyourtime"

Me:"sorryaboutthat,Iwantedtogiveyouspace"



Naomi:"thatwastoomuchspace,Imissedyou,get

inhere"

Shemakesspaceforme

Me:"aren'tyoufeelinganypain?"

Sheshakesherhead

Naomi:"notyet,theanesthesiahasn'twornoffyet,I

wishitneverdoesIdon'twanttofeelthesurgery

painandpainofgivingbirthatthesametime"

Me:"don'tworryI'llbuyitforyou"

Naomi:"canyoubuyit?Ithoughtit'sonlyavailable

todoctors"

Me:"Iknowafewdoctorspersonally"

Shelaughs

Naomi:"thatillegalthough"

Me:"doyouwantthepaingoneornot?"

Naomi(laughing):"hailetmetool"

Me:"it'dbebestifyoutoolandtakethedamn

medication"



WelaughoutloudasItakeoutthefoodfromthe

paperbagonmylapwhilesittingbesideher

Naomi:"I'mactuallynothungry,Idon'thavethe

appetite"

Me:"that'snormal,butyouhavetoeatsomething,I

gotyouasaladbecauseIthoughtyoumightnotbe

hungry"

Shesmilestakingitfromme

Naomi:"that'sverythoughtfulMaseko"

Igrinblushingtakingoutmysaladaswelland

water

Naomi(smilingadmirably):"checkthosedimples,so

hot"

ShekissesmycheekandIturnlookingather

Me:"don'tstartsomethingyoucan'tfinishwoman"

Naomi:"Ican'thelpit,youirresistible"

Ileanincapturingherinmine,herlipsweresoft,

almostsilkenandpillowyagainstmyown,Iwas

slowlysuckingonherlowerlipbitingitgently,I



couldfeelthesofttickleofherbreathbeneathmy

nose,myfingerscardingthroughherhairaswe

breathedeachother,butterfliesweredancinginmy

stomachasIfeltwarmthconsumingme,herhand

founditswaytomyhalfwayharddickbrushingit

asitgrewharderbeneathherhands.

Itstartedtwitchingasthekissgotmoreintenseand

herhandwentundermytrousersfeelingit'sflesh

rubbingitupanddown,it'sbeenawhilesinceI've

beentoucheddownthereandmyspermswere

agreeingwithmeasIfelttheurgetocomethemore

sherubbedit,Iwantedtotouchheraswellbutit

wasstilltoosoon,mymusclestenseupasshe

goesfaster,ImoaninhermouthasIfeelahuge

amountofpleasurereleasingmybabiesinherhand,

werestoneachother'sforeheadstryingtocatch

ourbreathwithherhandstillholdingmydick

rubbingthesemenalloverit.

Sheleansbackafterawhiletakingherhandoffme

asshelooksatherstickyhands,shegivesmea

seductivemischievouslookbeforelickingher

fingers,mymouthdropsindisbelief



Me:"younastylittlehoe"

Shelaughsfindingatissueinthepaperbagand

wipingherhand

Naomi:"Igetitfromyou"

IlaughshakingmyheadasItakeasanitizerthat

wasonthetableandsqueezeitinherhands,Itake

atissuewipingoffmydickandputtheusedtissues

inthelittleclearplasticthathadoursalad

containers

Weputthepaperontheflooranddiginourfood,

shereallydidn'thaveanappetiteasshetookvery

smallbites

Me(chewing):"love,that'snoteating"

ShegroansasItakeherfoodfromherputtingit

away,shesmileshappily,Itakemyforkandbringit

towardshermouth

Me:"openup,atleasteatthreeforkfuls"

Shereluctantlyopenshermouthandeats

Me:"that'smygirl"



Sherollshereyes

SherestedherheadonmychestasIcontinued

feedingus,itfeltsogoodhavingheronmyarms,I

don'wantthismomenttofade

.

.

.
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.

.

Igothomeandwentstraighttothebedroomwhere

Ifreshenedup.

MyheartwasheavyandIcouldn'tstopthinking

aboutNaomi,everythingthathappenedtoday,Ifelt

likeIwasabouttodiehearingthatshehascancer,

I'vewastedsomuchtimerunningawaynotaware

thatIdon'thavemuchtimewithheranyway.Why

her?Istillthinkthere'ssomekindofmistakea



misdiagnosis,Idon'twanttoloseher,Ican'tlose

her.

Igotouttheshowerwipingmyselfbeforegoingto

bed.

Jordanwasfastasleepinbed

Igotinthecoversnaked,Isighstaringatnothing

asmanythoughtsfloodedmymind.

"Sowhathappened?"

Iturnlookingherwayasshegetsupsittingonher

butt

Me:"Ithoughtyouwereasleep"

Jordan:"howcouldIwhenIwasworriedsickabout

you,youleftthishouseinsomuchpain,what

happened?"

Isighlookingawayfromher

Me:"myfriendwashospitalized"

Jordan:"ohhI'msorrybabe,whathappened?"

Me:"shehascancer"



Jordan(gasps):"ohno,Zeke,that'sawful,whois

she?"

Me:"Bambi"

Ilookatherasherfacewentfromconcernto

confusion

Jordan:"Bambi?Yourexgirlfriendbestfriend

Bambi?"

Inod

*Silence*

Me:"sheunderwentsurgerytoday,herfathercalled

totellme"

Jordan(awkwardly):"Oh...

Me:"Thesurgerywentwell,she'sokay"

Jordan:"that'sgood"

Me:"wegotachancetotalkaswell"

Sheshiftsuncomfortably

Jordan:"ohyeah?"

Me:"yeah,IapologizedforwhatIdid,andshe



forgaveme"

Shelooksatmeasatinkleoffearflashesthrough

hereyes,IcouldseewhatshewasthinkingandI

hatedthatIwasthinkingthesame.

Jordan:"uhm,okay,sowhatnow?"

Me:"whatdoyoumean?"

Jordan:"areyougettingbacktogether?"

Me:"No,she'sengaged...

Sheraiseshereyebrows

Me:"andofcourseI'vemovedonandIloveyou,so

thatwon'thappen"

Jordan:"ifIwasn'tinyourlifeandshewassingle,

wouldyougetbacktogetherwithher?"

ThiswasatrickquestionandIknowifIdon'tthink

beforeIanswerwe'llendupfighting

Me:"No,Iwouldn'twanttoputherthroughthat

again,I'vehurtherenoughandIknowit'sbestfor

thebothofusifwearenottogetherromantically"

Shesighsfoldingherarmsnotconvincedbymy



answer

Jordan:"sowhataboutyourfriendship?

Me:"thatissomethingwe'llworkon"

Jordan:"howamIsupposedtotrustyouwithher?

Whenyoubecomefriendsagain?"

Me:"withthesameloveyouhaveforme,youcan

useittotrustme"

Jordan:"Ican't,youtwosharesomuchhistory,your

friendshipwillneverbethesame,andyouknowit"

Me(sighsfrustrated):"babe,I'mtired,canwenotdo

thistonight"

Igetinthecoversfacingtheotherway

Jordan:"wowokay!"

Ifeelshershufflingaroundstrugglingtoget

comfortableasshepullsthewholeblanketfromme

Itrypullitbackbutshehadatightgriponit.Iclose

myeyesshakingmyheadasIgetuptofetchthe

throwblanketcomingbackwithtomyspotaswe

hadourbacktoeachother.



Igotlostinmyheadagainasmymindkeptgoing

backtotheconversationwithNaomi,themoments

betweenoursilence,thewayshelookedatme,the

intensehug,sheissobeautiful,thoseplump

naturallyredishlips,Iwasamomentawayfrom

kissingthem.

Iclosemyeyestryingnotgetridofthesethoughts,

shewassomebody'sfianceenow,Ididn'tstanda

chancesheseemstoreallylovehim,Ishouldbe

happyforhernotlustingforherback

.

.

.

NAOMI

.

.

.

Iwaslaughingoutloudashewastellingmeavery

funnystory.



Me:"howdoyoumakeupthesecrazystories"

True:"youshouldknowthatmymindbisawhole

worldofstoriesbabe"

Me:"Truethat,canyoutellmeanotherone"

HelaughpullingmeevencloserthanIalreadywas

settlingonthebed

True:"Imtiredmylove,let'stalkaboutsomething

else"

Me:"okay,whatdoyouwanttotalkabout?"

Helooksintomyeyesbeforepeckingmylips

True:"tellmeaboutyourdreamwedding"

Me:"I'vetoldyouaboutthatsomanytimes"

True:"Ilovehearingit"

IlaughtighteningmyarmsaroundhimasItellhim

allaboutit,itsoundedlikesomethingoutofa

fairytalebookthemoreIdescribedit.

Hesighssmilingwithhiseyeshalfclosed,hewas

sleepy



True:"that'sexactlywhatyougoingtoget"

Me(smiling):"don'tsaythatbecausenothinglike

thatexists,Itotallymadeitupfrommyimagination"

True:"everythingstartswithanimaginationlove,

everything"

Heleansinforakissasweholdeachotheruntilwe

dozedoff

.

.

.
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Iwasintheroomsittingonacomfortablebedlike

chairgettingmychemotreatmentinfusionforthe

firsttime.Iwasscarednolie,everythingwas

becomingmorereal,buthavingTruebesideme

holdingmyhandmademefeelatease.

We'vebeeninthisroomforhourssincemorning,

thisprocesstakestoolong,we'vefallenasleepand



wokenupIdon'tknowhowmanytimes,True

boughtsnacksandfood,alsomagazinestokeepus

busybutofcoursehiscompanywasmuchmore

interesting.

Hiseyeshaddarkringsunderneath,thismanhas

beeninandoutofthishospitaleverysingleday,

he'salwayswokenuptogohomeaftervisiting

hourslateatnight.

Hebringsmecleanchangingclotheseveryweek.

Hisobsessedwithhisdaughter,shehasgrownso

mucheventhoughstilltinybutwasanormal

healthyweightof3.5kgs.I'veneverlovedanything

morethanIlovethatlittlehuman,itseemedlikeshe

wasgoingtobeacopyofme,Dadsawitfirstand

boughtmypictureswhenIwasstillababy,weare

literallythesamebaby,wecould'vebeentwins,

hopefullyasshegrowswe'llseeabitofherfather,

butshedoeshaveTrue'sdeepdimplessofar,they

thecutestthingever,thankGodshetookthose,she

alsohasthesamebirthmarkasTrue'sonherchest

exactlywhereTruehadhisitwastheonlydarkspot

shehaditwasshapedlikesomekindofcontinent,



trustTruetohavealreadytakenapictureofitwith

his.

TherewasnodoubtinmyheartthatshewasTrue's

baby,theyjustconnectedsoeasilywitheachother.

TodayIwasbeingdischarged,Icouldn'twaitfor

thistofinishsoIcouldgobehomeinourbigcomfy

bedcoveredwithsoftpuffyEgyptiancotton

beddingsnugglewithmymaninluxuriouscomfort,

I'msickandtiredofthehospital,mybabyneedsto

feelherfirstrealcomfortinacozybedroom.

ItookoffthesleepingblindfoldwhenIfeltsomeone

gentlyshakingme,it'swasthenursethathasbeen

attendingmeallday.

Her:"hi,youaredonefortheday"

Iscreamsilentlyasshelaughs

Me(smiling):"finally"

Her:"youdidgood"

Shesaystakingoutthedripfrommyveins

IlookatTruewhowasfastasleeponthechair

besidemefacingtheceiling



Me:"ohmygoshhe'sfastasleep"

Her:"hemustbetiredhecomeshereeveryday"

Me(blushing):"heis,butwecanfinallygohome

now"

Her:"Yes,butnotjustyet,we'llneedtoobserveyou

forafewminutesfirstjusttomakesureyouokay

andyounotfeelingsomehowfromthetreatment"

Me:"IthinkI'mgood"

Her:"I'msureyouarebutweneedtofollow

procedure,I'llgogetthepapersyou'llneedtosign

formemeantime"

ShewalksawayIturntolookatTrueandI'm

temptedtowakehimup.ButIshouldleavehimfor

awhileuntilit'stimetogo.

TheNursecomesbackandattendstometellingme

aboutthesideeffectsofthetreatmentandifthey

dohappenhowIshouldreacttothem.

Afterfifteenminutesweweredoneandwassentto

gohome.

IwalkeduptoTrueasIsetanalarmonhisphone



whileIusedminetorecordhisreaction,Ipressedit

anditrangloudlyagainsthisearashejumpedin

fearmakingthefunniestterrifiedexpressionasI

burstintolaughter.Helooksatmewithacute

irritatedfrownasIpekhislipsandhisforehead

Me(laughing):"wakeysleepyhead"

Helaughsshakinghisheadandblocksthecamera

ofmyphone.Hestillhadonhissleepyfaceitwas

adorable.

Wewenttofetchmystufffrommywardincluding

ourbaby,weweresignedoutashecarriedthebaby

whileItookthesmallbagwithmystuffandwe

walkedouttothecar.

Hekissedhermultipletimesbeforegivinghertome

asheclosedthedoorforusandwenttothedriver's

sidedrivingushome

Me:"Ican'twaittogethome,Imissmybedmore

thananything"

True:"youcansaythatagain"

Me:"atleastyou'vebeensleepinghereeverynight"



True:"yeahbutitwasn'tthesamewithoutyou"

Ismileblushinglookingathim.

Matildastartsmovinguncomfortablyasshemakes

cryingfaces,Itakeoutmyboobputtingitinher

mouthasshestartingsuckingfordearlife,itwasa

bitsorebutitfeltgoodwatchingherenjoyingher

foodpersonallymadebyhermother.

True'shandmovedfrommythightomyboob

feelingit

True:"sofull,canIalsohavesomemilkwhenweget

home?"

Me(laughs):"NoTildadoesn'tlikesharing"

True:"shedoesn'thavetoknow"

Me:"I'mveryloyaltohersorry"

True:"we'llseeaboutthat"

Hesaysconfidentlybeforerestinghishandbackon

mythigh

Me:"mybabyisgoingtostarvebecauseherdaddy

wantstodrinkallherfood"



True:"it'sneverendingfood,don'tworry"

Hetouchesmyboobagain

True:"damntheydofullandplumpy"

Me(laughing):"babestop,theypainful"

Ikisshercheekonelasttimeandputthesleeping

angelinhertinybedinthemiddleofourbed.

I'vebeensleepingindifferentroomsfromher,not

beingabletofeedherasshecouldn'tsuckproperly

yet,I'vebeenlongingforthismoment,Icouldn't

takemyeyesoffhershewassopreciousmylittle

angel,I'llmakesureIsurvivethiscancerforavery

longtimetoatleastseeherstartingbigschoolin

heruniform,callingmemommy,comingtomefor

comfortandaskingmeathousandquestions,I

wanttoatleastgettoexperienceapartofher

developinglife,onethatshe'llhavememoriesofme

whenshegrowsolder.

"She'sfastasleepalready?"

Iturnlookingathimashewipeshimselfcoming



outofthebathroommyeyeslandingonhislong

thickmeatdanglingbetweenhislegs

Me:"yep"

True:"myfaceisupherelove"

Myeyesgoupslowlycheckingouthisgorgeous

absandbufftorso,histattooscoveringitupalong

hismuscledshoulders,it'sbeenfulltwomonths

andaweeksincehe'sbeenontopofmeandmy

bodywasreactingbutI'mafraidIhaven'thealed

wellenoughtohavesexjustyet

True:"love?"

Ilookupathisfaceashewaslotioninghisbody

Me:"huh?"

True:"damngirlyouliterallyrapingmewithyour

eyes"

Me:"Ican'thelpit"

Hesmirkslookingatmethenslowlywalkstowards

Me:"Nopleasedon'tcomeanotherstepcloser"

Hestopsafewfeetawayfrommehisdickonthe



samelevelasmyfaceasIwassittingontheedge

ofthebed,itwasgettingharderbytheminuteasI

sawitslowlymovingupanddownrising,mypussy

throbbingbeatingforhim

True:"Whynot?"

Me:"wecan'thavesexyet"

True:"thedoctorsaidit'ssafe...

Ilookathimconfused

True:"Iaskedhimontheside"

Mymouthdropsindisbeliefashewalkedcloserhis

dickpointingupandrockhardasit'sveinspopout,

hestandsrightclosetomehisdickaninchfrom

mymouth

Me(weakwhisper):"babe....

HetakesitinhishandsrubbingitrightInfrontofmy

face,itlookedsoyummyIsuckedonmylower

cravingitinmymouth

Iclosemyeyesandsigh

Me:"you'llbeextragentle?"



True:"veryverygentle"

Igrabitasitfillsmyhandup

Me(whispering):"fuckwhydoyouhavetobeso

gifted"

HebreathsoutloudasIrubitandlickthetipbefore

puttingitinmymouthsuckingitlikealolipop.His

dicktwitchedatthetouchofmytongue.Icontinue

puttingmoreofitinmymouthdeeperrubbingit

fasterhetrieskeepinghisgroanslowashehisses

betweenhisteeth,heholdsthebackofmyhead

grabbingmyhairandpushedhiscockalltheway

downmythroat,myeyeswidenedfeelingthetipof

hiscocktouchingthebackofmythroateventhenit

wasstillnotallinashetriedtopushitdownmy

throatfurther.IwasatthebrickofpassingoutasI

struggledtobreath,Ipulleditoutwithmyspit

drippingasItriedtocatchmybreathasifIwas

beingdrownedinwater,Itookitbackinashe

continuedfuckingmylittlemouthcausingmeto

gag

True(moaning):"aaahhhyourmouthisamazing,



don'tstopbaby,don'tstop"

Hiswasatmymercyashisdickvibratedinmy

mouth,mypussythrobbingasIfeelslimywetness

comingoutofit,hegroanedholdingmyhead

buryinghimselfdeepinmymouthandblewhis

loadforcingmetoswallowwhichIdidn'tmind

becauseitactuallydidn'ttastebaditwas

appetizingitshowsthathisdietwashealthyalways

drinkingthosedisgustinghealthyshakesevery

morning.

Iturnbacklookingatthesleepingbaby

beforelookingbackupathim

Me:"weshouldn'tbedoingthisinfrontthebaby"

HehelpsmeuptakingoffmyclothesuntilIwas

buttnaked,hepicksmeupandwalksusoutofthe

roomtooneoftheguestbedroomsnextdoorour

room

Heputsmedown,hesmileslookingatmybody

admirably

True:"waitIwanttomakethismomentabitmore



special"

Heconnectshisphonetothebluetoothspeaker

andputsanicesong

True:"alsoIdon'twantthebabyhearingallthose

sounds,youknowhowloudyouget"

Ismilewidelyshowingallmyteethasthismanjust

makesmyheartmelts

Me:"youloudtoo....

Soonaswegetstartedmakin'lovegoin'hard

Ihearaknock-knock,knockingonthewall

AndassoonasIgodeepgettingitinthenagain

There'saknock-knock,knockingonthewall

Girlyourlegskeepshakin'andIswear

Webreakin'ournewheadboard,headboard

Andthelovewemake,itfeelssogood,girl,you

knowI'mproud



Lookin'inyourlovelyface,screammyname,youdo

itsoloud

Ibettheneighborsknowmyname

Wayyouscreamin',scratchin',yellin'

Bettheneighborsknowmyname

Andtheybestressin'whilewesexin'

Bettheneighborsknowmyname

Myname,myname

Ibettheneighborsknowmyname

My,my,my.....

Helaysmedownonmybackgettingbetweenmy

legspinningmedown,herubshisdickbetweenmy

lipsasmypussyclenchedyearningforhim,he

pushedhimselfinsideslowlybeingextragently

distractingmewithhispassionatehypnotizing

kissesleavingmylipsdowntomyneck,IgaspasI

feelhisdickstretchingmeopen,asgentlyashe



washestillleftahugeeffectashestartedthrusting

inmeniceandslow.

Me:"OhhTruuuuue.....

WhileIbebangin'onyourbody,theybebangin'

onourwall

Whiletheydreamin',youbescreamin'nowthey

bangin'onourdoor

SometimesshecallmeTrey,sometimesshesay

Tremaine

Whenit'sallsaidanddonebettheneighborsknow

myname

SometimesshecallmeTrigga'causeImakeher

bodybust

Theymightthinkmynameis"ohshit",Imakeher

cuss

Ibettheneighborsknowmyname

Wayyouscreamin',scratchin',yellin'



Bettheneighborsknowmyname

AndTheybestressin'whilewesexin'

Ibettheneighborsknowmyname

Myname,myname...

Forthefirsttimewemadepassionateslowlove

makingthroughout,itwasmorepleasurablethanI

anticipatedasourhandstraveledallovereach

other'sbodies,Icouldfeeleverypartofhisbodyon

measheheldontomeandIheldontohimtightly,

themusicinthebackgroundmademyheartflatter

sendingbutterfliesdownmytummyasIgrabbed

hisbuttcheekshisarmslockedabovemyhead,I

turnedmyheadappreciatinghisbodyleavingsoft

kissesalonghisstrongarms

Mymoansincreasedashethrustedfasterand

harder

Me(moaning):"aahhhfuckfuck...slowdownbaby!"

Hesloweddownonceagainashiswaistmovedin

circles



Me(breathlesswhispers):"Iloveyou....

Hekissesmylips,oureyeshalfopendrunkin

passionashisdickwasreachingalltherightplaces,

Iwascloseverycloseasmymoansgotlouder

True(groaning):"fuckI'mcoming!....

Heburieshimselfdeepinsidemebutnotputtingit

allinashereachedhisclimaxshootingallhisload

insideme,thefeelingofhishotcuminsidemegave

methelastpushIneededasIreachedmyorgasm,

herestedhisbodyonmeholdingontoeachother

True(breathlessly):"Iloveyoumore....

Iclosemyeyestryingtocatchmybreathasa

satisfiedsmileplasteredacrossmyface

.

.

.
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.

Istopinmytracksoutsidethehouserestingmy

handsonmykneestryingtocatchmybreathas

sweatdrippedoffmyfacetothefloor,Istoodup

straightanddrankmywater.

Iwalkedinthehouseandheadedtothebathroom

forarefreshingcoldshowerandgotreadygot

myselfreadyforwork.

IfoundJordanmakingmebreakfast

Istandbehindherkissinghercheekwhilebrushing

herlittlebump

Me:"goodmorningsweetmama"

SherestedherheadonmychestasIkissedher

neck

Jordan:"goodmorninghandsome"

Iturnedheraroundandwesharedakiss

Me:"I'msurprisedyoucanstillwalkafterlastnight"

Jordan:"trustme,ittookalotinmetoduckwalkall



thewayhere"

Me(chuckles):"allbecauseyoutryingtogettomy

heartthroughmystomach?"

Shelaughs

Jordan:"that'swhatIwastaught"

Me:"welltheytaughtyouwellbecauseI'mstarving"

ShedishedformeasIenjoyedherfoodwhilewe

talkedaboutourplansfortheweekasitwasthe

firstweekofanewmonth

Me:"whenisournextappointmentforthescan?"

Jordan:"onFriday"

Me:"okaypleasewritedownallourappointments,I

don'twanttomissevenone"

ShesmiledblushingasIgotup,kissedherand

droveofftowork

Me:"hey"

Receptionist(smilingstandingup):"heyMrNowell"



Me:"howyoudoing?"

Her:"I'mdoinggood,howareyou?"

Me:"I'mfine"

Shestandstherestaringatme

Me:"mypapers?"

ShesnapsoutofitandgrabspapersIaskedherto

printformehandingthenover

Me:"thankyou"

Her:"youwelcome,wouldyoulikesomecoffee?"

Me:"noI'mgood,Ijusthadbreakfast"

Her:"okay,wellifyouneedanythingelse"

Hereyeswereundressingme

Me:"Iwilldefinitelyletyouknow"

Ismiledatherbeforewalkingaway

Iputmystuffdownsettlingintomytable

Iopenmylaptoploggingintotheworksystem.



Myphonebuzzedonthetable,Itookit,myheart

skippednoticinghername.

"(BAMBI )TrueandIalreadyhaveplansfor

tomorrow,butthankyouforoffering,maybewe

couldgosomeothertime?"

ShewasrespondingtoatextIsentyesterday

askingforustohangoutforherbirthday

"(Me)it'scoolIunderstand,Itriedtocomeseeyou

forthepastfewdayslastweekbutyoudidn'tlet

anyvisitorsinexceptTrue"

Shegreyticksmeforawhileandonlyanswersfive

minuteslater

"(BAMBI )Iwasdischargedlastnight,youcan

comeoverlatersowecanchillandcatchup "

Mylipscurveinasmile

"(Me) I'llcomeoverduringlunch,butisTrueokay



withthat?"

"(BAMBI )he'llbeatwork"

"(Me)okaythen,seeyouaround13:00"

"(BAMBI )seeyouthen"

"(Me) "

IputmyphonedownwithasmileonmyfaceasI

startedmyday,itwasgoingtobeagooddaytoday.

.

.

.

NAOMI

.



.

.

Afterfeedingmybabyandputtinghertosleep,I

headdownstairstofindTruelookingfinely

handsomeasusualinhissmartcasualfiteatinga

bowlofmusliewithyogurt,hisfreshlymade

smoothieinhisbottleinthetableashewas

pressingonhislaptopsittingonthecouch

"Boo!"

Igrabhisshouldersfrighteninghim

True:"Fuck!dammit!Babe!Yougottastopdoing

that"

Hegrabbedhislaptopwhichhealmostdropped

Ilaughwrappingmyarmsaroundhisneckstill

behindhim

Me:"Ilovemakingyourbloodrush"

Ikisshisbeardedcheek

True(chuckles):"Ilikeitwhenyouusethegrabbing

mydickmethodtodothat,notscaringtheshitout



ofme"

Islidemyhanddowntohisdickoverhispants

Me(whisperingagainsthisear):"likethis?"

True(whispering):"justlikethat"

Heturnshisfacetothesidefacingmeasweshare

akisswhilemassaginghisharddick,Ijustloved

howeasyitwastoturnhimon

Me:"doyouknowhowmuchcontrolIhaveoveryou

Maseko?....

Henods

Me:"Icanmakeyoumissworkandstayherewith

meallday"

True(breathlessly):"ifthat'swhatyouwantmy

queen"

Welaughineachother'smouthasIbreakoffthe

kissingwalkingaroundtositontopofhislap,

takinghisbowlandlaptopandplacingthemonthe

tableashisarmswraparoundmywaist

Ipeckhislips



Me:"howlonguntilIcangetbacktoworkboss?"

True:"nextweek"

Me:"Okay,whatarewedoingtomorrow?"

True:"thatisformetoknowandforyoutofindout

tomorrow"

Isulkandhepecksme

True:"Ishouldgetgoing"

Me:"whattimeyoucomingback?"

Hefrownslookingatme

True:"anytime"

Me:"IwanttoknowifIshouldpreparedinner?"

True:"Imightbeabitlatetodaymaybearound

sevenintheevening"

Me:"okay"

True(smiling):"whatareyougoingtomake?"

Me:"I'llsee,maybeI'llgoouttogetafewthings"

True:"withmybaby?NahbabeI'msurethere's

thingsinthehouse"



Me:"what'swrongwithgoingwiththebaby?"

True:"she'sstillsotiny,Idon'twantyougoingout

therealonewithyou,it'snotsafe"

Me:"okayyouright,it'stoosoontobewording

aboutwithher"

True:"yes,thankyouforunderstanding,ifyouneed

anythingjustcallme,ifI'mcloseI'llbringitorsend

mygardenguytogetitforyou"

Me:"okaythen"

Igetoffhimlettinghimstandupashepackshis

thingsinhisschoolbag

Me(laughing):"canIbuyyoualaptopMaseko?"

Helaughsgivingmeasillylook

True:"hellnahIlovemyschoolbag"

Welaughashewalksouttothecar

Me:"OhLove!...

Heturnsbacklookingatmestandingoutsidethe

driver'sdoor



True:"yesmylove?"

Me:"ZekeandStellawillbecomingovertoseeme

duringtheday,thoughtIshouldletyouknow"

Helooksatmeforawhile

True:"together?"

Me:"noseparatelymaybethey'llcomeatthesame

time,Idon'tknow"

Henodslookingatme

True:"okay,I'llseeyoulaterthen,enjoyyourday"

Me(smiling):"okaybye!"

HedrivesoffasIturnbackintothehouse

.

.

.

******

LoveandTrust

******



Tobecontinued

Pleasecommentandlike,thecommentsectionbe

sodry,pleaseengagewithmethroughthestory,it

alsomotivatesmetowrite,ifyounotcommenting

andlikingitmakesmethinkmaybethestoryisnot

goodandmakesmefeellikeIshouldstopwriting.
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Me:"Naomiwillbebacknextweekthenwecanstart

shooting,she'salsobeenpracticingherscriptso

everythingshallgobacktoschedule"

Producer:"that'sgood,I'mhappyforyouonbeinga

newfather,congratulationsonceagain"

Me:"thankyou,butIhavetogo,Ihaveanimportant

meetinginJoburg"

Iwasontheroaddrivingtotheairport,Iwas

temptedtodrivebackhometocheckonNaomiand

thebabyalsokeepinganeyeonZeke,butIdon't

wanttolookinsecureormakeitseemasthoughI

don'ttrusther.Ijustdon'ttrustZeke,he'sbeentoo

comfortablearoundher,Iunderstandtheir

friendshiprelationshipusedtobereallyclose,but

theywerestillsinglethenandnoonehadaproblem

withthemtouchingeachotheranyhow,butIfeel

likeeventhehugsshouldbesomehowsomespace

inbetween,Ijustdon'twantanothermantouching



mywomanthesamewayIholdher.I'mtrusting

Naomitodrawsomeboundaries,wedidhaveatalk

aboutthembeingfriendsagainandwetalkedabout

boundaries,Itrustthatsheunderstoodthemand

willpassthemtoZeke.

Idon'tknowhowIfeelabouthimvisitingmywifein

myhouse,oranyhousewithbedroomforthat

matter,itbebetterItheymetinpublicspaces.

IsightryingtogetridofthoughtsaboutNaomiand

Zeke.

NonethelessIwasexcitedaboutthisinterviewit

wasgoingtobeonTV,live.

ItextedNaomionWhatsAppasIparkedbythe

parkinglotintheairport

"(Me)Love,watchsabc3around13:00"

Shetextedbackimmediately

"(MyLove ) okayhoney,willdo"

"(Me)wishIwastakingyouwithme "

Shereadsitimmediatelyandtypes



"(MyLove ) comegetme!"

"(Me)don'ttemptme,youknowIcouldcancel

everythingforyou "

"(MyLove )thatIknowverywell

howdidIbecomesoblessed "

"(Me)I'mtheblessedonehere ...haveyour

visitorsarrived?"

Shewastyping

"(MyLove )yes,I'mwithStella"

"(Me)ohokay....

"(MyLove )Zekeisstillatworkhehasn't

arrivedyet"

Shereadsmythoughtsevenoverthephone

"(Me)okaylove,letmegetgoing,I'mabouttogeton

theplanesoI'lltextyouonceI'mbackinCapetown"

"(MyLove )okaylove,travelsafely,weloveyou

"

"(Me)Iloveyoumore "



Iputmyphoneinmypocketandmakemyway

insidetheairport

.

.

.

ZEKE

.

.

.

IpackupmystuffshuttingdownmylaptopasI

headout

Receptionist:"MrNowell?Goinghomealready?"

Me:"yes,bye"

Iheadoutbeforeshecouldsayanything.

Ireadhertext

"(BAMBI )pleasebringmethesethings...milk,

robotpeppers,cookingcream,sourcreamand

chickenbreasts.....I'llpayyouwhenyougethere,I



justneedthosethingsfordinner,thanks "

Itype

"(Me)Igotyou ,I'monmyway"

Idriveoffstartingbytheshopsgettingthethings

sheaskedforandafewofherfavoritesnackslike

chocolate,icecreamandsomechips.

Ipresstheintercomandsheanswers

"Hello?"

Me:"openup"

"(giggles)okay!"

ThegateopensandIdrivein,shit!Thishousewas

hugeashell,somepeoplearelivingbigverylavish,

Iwasstillfarfromgettingtothislevel.

Iparkoutsidethehousetakingthepaperbagfrom

foodloversandthebunchofflowersheading

towardsthedoor.

Iringthedoorbellwhichsoundeddifferentandvery

nice



Sheopenedthedoorsmiling

Me(smiling):"heeyy"

Naomi:"heeyyy!"

Iopenmyarmsasshecomesinforahugwrapping

myarmsaroundherwaistasshewrappedhers

aroundmyneckpickingherupabit,Imissed

feelingheragainstme,shesmelledlikefruits.

Sheletgoafterawhiletakingthepaperbag

Naomi:"ohmygoshyouareasuperstar,thankyou

forthese,I'lltransferyourmoney,justsendmeyour

bankingdetails"

Me:"there'snoneedforthat,please,it'sonme"

Shesmiledlookingatme

Naomi:"lookatyoubeingablesser"

Welaughassheleadsmeinheadingtothekitchen

puttingthebagonthecounter

Naomi:"youactuallyjustmissedStella,shecame

earlythanIexpectedher"

Me:"oh...theseareformyGoddaughter"



Isayhandinghertheflowersshelaughstaking

themandsmellsthem

Naomi:"whomadeyouGodfatheragain?"

Me:"it'sabestfriend'sautomaticcivilduty"

Naomi(laughing):"youandyourcivilduties"

Shesaysgoingtowardsavaseaddingthemwitha

freshbunchthatwasalreadyinthere

Naomi:"I'vebecomeaflowerladynow,firstTrue

nowyou"

Mysmiledisappearslookingatherblushasshe

mentionsTrue'sname.Shelookedplumpylikea

sweetfruityoucouldeatasshewasglowingina

remarkableway,shewashappyanditwasvery

hardtomiss.

Shelookedlikeshewasdrinkingafullglassof

True'sspermseveryday,herskinwasradiant,had

moremeatinalltherightplaces,shewaswelltaken

careof,lookedlikesomeonewhowashealthyand

wasgoingtoliveforaverylongtime.

Ismile,Ifeelhappyforher,itmakesmefullofjoy



knowingthatherhappinesswasapriority.

Naomi:"whatyousmilingabout?Areyoueven

listeningtome?"

Ilookupontohereyesastheylockwithhers

Naomi:"Iaskedyouaboutyourjob?Whereareyou

working?Youlookloadednow"

Shelaughsbrushingimaginarydustfrommy

shoulder

Me(laughs):"Iworkasanaccountantforthe

Nhlabathiconstructionscompany"

Naomi:"NhlabathiNhlabathi...mmhitsounds

familiar...ohhyeah!Dotheyhaveahospitalsaround

Capetownright?"

Me:"yeah,theyalsohaveaconstructioncompany"

Naomi:"wooowthatfamilymustbefilthyrich,I

heardthehospitalsareranbyhusbandandwife,

bothverygoodrecommendedcardiacsurgeons"

Me:"that'sright,that'stheolderbrotherNoah,his

youngerbrotherrunstheconstruction"



Naomi:"wow,youworkforthebigdogsmos!"

Me:"yeapIbecameverylucky"

Naomi:"lucky?Areyoukiddingme,Iwasexpecting

youtoonedayworkatTopcompaniesinSouth

Africa,youaresosmartZeke,youweresuchanerd

thatjustactedcool"

Ilaugh

Me:"Iwasn'tanerd"

Naomi:"youwere!I'veseenyouinyourstudymode,

itwasthehottestthingever....

Shetrailsoffsmilingshyly

Naomi:"youwereveryseriousandworkedveryhard,

that'soneofthethingsIlovedaboutyou,Iknew

youweregoingtobesomewherewiththetop

businesstycoonssomeday,I'mjustwaitingforyou

tosayyoustartingyourownfirmasyoualways

wanted"

Me:"Iactuallyambusywiththat,butIfirsthaveto

writetheCTAboardexamthennextyearI'llbe

writingtheITAboardexam,thenIcanqualifyto



openmyownfirm"

Shesmilesproudly

Naomi:"yousee?Didn'tItellyou?Didn'tItellyou

that,onedayyou'llonlybehiredbythebest

companies,andyou'llbuildyourownempire,you

justdidn'tbelieveinyourself"

Me:"Iknow,yesyoudidtellme,thankyoufor

believinginme,I'llneverforgethowyougotme

throughroughtimeswhenIwasn'tokaymentally

andwassinkingintodepressionbutyoualways

managedtopullmeout,youmademewantto

conquertheworld,youmademefeelfree...andfor

thatI'llalwaysbeindebtedtoyou"

Shesmilestearyassheleansinandwesharea

hugforalongwhilebeforesheletsgo

Naomi(tearfully):"Ifeellikeyousavedmefrom

myselfmorethanyouknow,whenyouleftmeIfelt

likeyouleftwithmysafeworld,aworldIusedto

escapefrommyworld,mysanity,mysafeplace,

everythingIknewtobehappiness....Ifelthurtand

sobetrayed,thatyou'dgivemesomethingso



beautiful,soamazing,thentakeitawayfromme,

justlikethat"

TearsescapemyeyesasIswallowthelumponmy

throat

Naomi:"youweremy....(sighs)...myworld,mybest

friend,IguessIshouldblamemyselfforruiningit

withmyfeelings,mystupidheartforconfusingpure

friendshipwithromanticlove,Ibrokeourfriendship

foreverwhenIopenedmylegsforyou,andever

sinceyouleftandIfoundTrue,Irealizedthebig

mistakeImade,whatIfeltforyou,didnotmeasure

uptoourfriendship,itwasnotworthbreakingour

purebond,andIregretittillthisday.IwishIcould

startoverwithyouanderaseallthetryingtowin

yourheartpart,andjustenjoymyfriendinnocently"

There'ssilenceasherwordshithome,myheart

sinksasitfeelslikeathousanddaggerswere

piercingthroughit

Me:"wecanstartover...

Sheshakesherhead

Naomi:"yeswecan,butwecannoterasethe



feelings,thesex,theromanticrelationshipthatwe

shouldn'thavenevertouched,wecan'terasethat

fromourmindsnorourhearts,it'llalwaysbethere,

nomatterhowhardwetrytobejustfriendsagain,it

willneverbethesameZeke"

Ishakemyheadastearsstreamdownmyface

Me:"so...sowhatareyousaying?Youdon'twantus

tobefriendsanymore?Weshouldjustcutties

forever?"

Icouldn'tcontrolmytearsasIfeltmyheart

shreddingintolittlepieces

Me:"please,I'msorryforthepainIcausedyou,I'm

sorry....

Naomi(crying):"No...I'msorry,itwasallme,I

startedallthis,Ibrokeourfriendship,Idon'tknow

howwegoingtofixit"

IburrymyfaceinmyhandsasIcouldn'ttakethe

paininmychestbreakingdown

Ifeltherarmsaroundmeholdingmeinher

embrace



Naomi:"Idon'twanttoloseyou,wecantry,wecan

startover,itmightnotbethesamebutwe'llstarta

differentkind,we'llstartanewfriendship.....we

familyremember?"

Me(lookingather):"alwaysandforever?"

Shesmilesemotionally

Naomi:"alwaysandforever"

Wesealitwithapinky

Isighinrelief

Me(wipingtears):"Ithoughtyouwereabouttokick

meoutofyourlifeforever"

Naomi(laughsthroughthetears):"what?No,Iwas

justregrettingruiningourfriendship,wecanalways

startover"

Ileanedbackholdingherintomyarms

Shegetsoffmyembracequickly

Naomi:"I'llgogetussnacksandyoutellmemore

aboutwhatImissedinyourlife"

Me:"soundslikeagoodidea"



Shewalksouttothekitchen

.

.

.

JORDAN

.

.

.

Iclosethecardoorandwalkintothebigbuilding,

thetallbeautifulbuildingmadeofglass,Igreetthe

receptionist

Me:"goodafternoon"

Receptionist:"goodafternoon"

Me:"I'mhereforMrNowell"

Receptionist(confused):"aren'tyouthegirlfriend?"

Ifrownperplexedbyherquestion

Me:"yesandwhatdoesthathavetodowith

anything?"



Receptionist:"becausehesaidhewasgoinghome

fortheday,Ithoughtmaybehewasgoingtoyou?"

Myheartdrumshardagainstmychest

Me:"ohokay,thankyou"

IwalkoutofthebuildingheadingtomycarasIfeel

myselfgettinghotflashestakingoutmyphoneas

soonasIgetinthecarandcallhim.Hisphone

ringsuntilitgoestovoicemail,whatIwasafraidof

hasstarted,he'sprobablywiththatNaomifriendof

his,hefinallytoldmehername,andIwasshocked

tofindoutthatitwassuchawellknowninfluencer

knownforherYouTubechannelandTikTokvideos

whowasinacurrentrelationshipwithoneofthe

biggeststarsinSouthAfricaTrueMaseko,Iwipe

myforeheadfanningmyselfwithmyhands.

IstartthecarandswitchontheAircon

Itrycallinghimagainanditringsuntilvoicemail.

Icalledmultipletimesandhedidn'tpickup,Ifelt

angerriseinmemakingmybloodboil,ifonlyI

knewwhereshelived.



Me(hittingthesteering):"aaahhhhfuckfuckfuck!

YoubetternotbecheatingonmeNowell!(Breaks

downintotears)youbetternotbecheatingonme....

Ileanmyheadagainstthesteeringwheelcryingmy

heartout,whywasZekedoingthistomewhy!

.

.

.

Naomi

.

.

.

Iwalkdownstairscarryingmybabyasshehad

wokenup,IsatnexttoZekeasIgavehimthebaby,

hewasscaredtoholdherbuthetookhergently

Zeke:"myGoodnessshe'ssotiny,IfeellikeI'm

goingtocrushherboneswithmybighands"

Me(laughing):"nonsense,youdoingperfectlyfine"



Hesmilesathermakingplayfulsoundslookingat

her

Zeke:"hello...hellolittlebubuhellobeautifulhey

therenana...

Ismiledwatchinghimplaywithherasshestaredat

him

Helooksatme

Zeke:"it'slikeshe'sgoingtosaywhothefuckisthis

niggar?"

Weburstintolaughterashegivesmebackmy

baby,Itakeoutmyboobfeedingher

Zeke:"wait...haveyoustartedchemo?"

Me:"yeahIstartedyesterday"

Zeke(confused):"areyousupposedtobreastfeed

whilegettingthosedrugsinyoursystem?"

Myheartskipstryingtorememberthedoctor's

instructionsbutnothingaboutnotbreastfeeding

popsup

Me:"theydidn'ttellmeanything"



Zeke;"letmegoogle,canyoupleasestopfornow"

Itakeouttheboobfromthemouthandshebursts

intoaloudcryclosinghereyes

screamingoutloud

Zeke:"shitlook,itsaysNoyoucan'tbreastfeed"

Myheartwaspoundingsofastinfear

Me:"ohmygod,theydidn'ttellme,butIshould've

known,thereasonIgavebirthearlywastosaveher

frommychemodrugsinthefirstplace!"

Igetupshaking

Me:"pleaserushustothehospitalIneedher

checkedifshe'sstillfine,maybetheycantreather

orsomething...ohhhGodwhathaveIdone"

Zeke:"don'tworryshe'llbefine,it'sjustbeenone

day...let'sgo"

Werushoutashespeedsusoff.Ilookformy

phoneinmypocketsoIcancallTruebutrealizedI

leftmyphoneinthehouse

Me(tearfully):"shit!"



Zeke'shandlocksinmyashetriestocalmme

down

.

.

.

TRUE

.

.

.

Ihadjustfinishedmyinterviewandwasbeing

drivenbacktotheairport.

ItookmyphoneandtextedNaomi

"(Me)abouttoflyback,Istillhavealotofworkand

meetingsthatsidethough,howismylittleprincess,

pleasesendmeapictureofherevenifshe's

sleeping,Imissher"

Isendandwaitforareplybutnoticeit'sbeen

offlinemorethantwohourssinceshelastspoketo

me



Igotohercontactandcallher

Itringsuntilitreachesvoicemail

Me:"Love?Areyouokay?Whyyounotpickingup

yourphone?Pleasecallmewhenyougetthis"

Iputmyphonedown

MyplaneridewasstressfulallIcouldthinkabout

waswhatwasNaomiupto?Wassheokay?Idid

notwanttothinkoftheworstshewasperfectlyfine

andhealthywhenIlefther,shecan'tbeintroubleI

havehighsecurityinthatareaplussheagreedthat

shewouldn'tgooutwiththebaby,sowhatthehell

couldshebedoing!?

Myheartpoundsharderatthethoughtofherand

Zekedoingthingstheyshouldn'tbedoing,wasIam

idiotfortrustingheraroundhim?Whatcouldthey

bedoingthatshecan'tevenhearherphoneandbe

offWhatsAppforthislong.

IdrankwaterasIstartedpanicking,GodknowsI'd

neverforgiveherifshecheatsonme,Ican'ttake

thatamountofbetrayal,sheknowshowmuchI

valuefaithfulness.



IcheckedmyphoneassoonasIlandedandhada

missedcallfromanunsavednumber,Icallitanda

mananswers

"Hello?"

Me:"Imissedyourcall,whoamIspeakingto"

"Ohholdon....Mimiehere,it'sTrue"

Ilookatmyscreenperplexed

Me:"thefuck?Who'sthis?"

"HeyLove,it'sme"

Me:"Love?What'shappeningwho'sphoneyou

callingmefrom?"

"It'sZeke'sphoneIforgotmineinthehouse"

Me(increasedheartrate):"what?Whywhereareyou,

andyoustillwithZeke?"

"Yes,I'matthehospital(tryingtomaintainher

breathingcrying)....thebabyI...

Myblooddropsfromhottocoldrealquick



Me:"whathappenedtothebaby!?...TalkNaomi!!...

Ilosemypatienceasshewasstillpanicking

"Iwasn'tsupposedtobreastfeedher,mysystem

hasdrugswhichcanbeverydangerousforan

infant,thedoctorsarecheckingher"

Me:"What!?Wait...okay...waitI'mcoming,I'llbe

therejustnow...okay?"

"Okay"

Itrytakingdeepbreathstryingtocalmmyself

Me:"trytostaycalm,I'llberightthereokay?"

"I'msoscared,theydidn'teveninformmeofthis...I

didn'tevenknow,I'msostupid!"

Me:"baby,it'sokay,calmdown,takedeepbreaths"

Shetriestobreathbutwasfailing

Me:"I'monmyway,everythingwillbealright,Ilove

you"

"(Sniffing)Iloveyoumore"

Ihangsupgettinginthecarmaneuveringourthe



parkingandthroughthetraffic,Iaccelerateassoon

asIreachfreeopenroadspeedingofftothe

hospital

Me:"youdiditbefore,youcandoitagainLord,

pleasepleaseprotectmybabygirl,Itrustyouto

fightforherinareasthatIcannotfightforherLord,

showyourmercyonceagain,please,inJesus

mightyname,Ibegyoupleaseprotectmybabygirl

(whispers)...please

.

.

.

********

Rekindling

********
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[06/08,03:06] :STRINGSATTACHED

INSERT59

•



•

•

•

•

NAOMI

•

•

•

•

Icouldn'tstopcryingIwasscaredformybaby,I

gaveherpoisonousmilk,whatkindofmotheramI?

Ishould'veaskedthedoctorIshould'vethought

aboutit,Ifedmybabypoisonallnight.

Zekewasholdingmebrushingmybacktryingto

makemefeelbetterbutitwasn'thelping.

"Love!?"

IgetoffhisembraceandstandupmeetingTrue

halfwayashequicklycatchesmeintohisarmsand



Icryonhischest

Me(crying):"I'msosorry,pleaseforgiveme,I'm

sorry...

Hesqueezesmeinhisembrace

True:"it'snotyourfaultbaby,wedidn'tknow,you

wouldneverdoanythingtoharmourbabyon

purpose,thisisonthedoctors"

Me:"whatifmybabydies...orsomethinghappensto

herbraincellsandshegetsbraindamageandIjust

ruinedherlifeforeveraftergoingthroughsomuch

tosaveher"

True:"God'sgotthisLove,nothingwillhappentoher,

she'llbefine,pleasestopcrying,nomatterwhat's

theoutcomeallthatmattersisherlife,aslongas

shestillalive,we'lllovehernomatterthe

consequences,nowshhhhMatildameansmight

andstrength,wehavethestrongestbabyever,

she'sfoughttillthisfar,shecanfightthisagain,

okay"

Inodashiswordscomfortmyheart.Healways

knowswhattosay,eveninthehardestmoments



evenforhim.

Ilookupathimandhewipesmytearsaway,Icould

tellhe'sbeencryingashiseyeswerered,hepecks

mylips.

True:"we'llbefine"

Inodandhepecksmylipsagainputtingmyheadat

ease

.

.

.

JORDAN

.

.

.

Icouldn'tdoanythingasIwaspacingupanddown,

hewasclearlyjustignoringmycallsbecausehe's

phonehasbeenringing.

OhhdearLordifthatmanischeating.



Ifeltasharppaininmylowerabdomen

Iscreamedoutloudasthepainofthecramp.

Isatdownlisteningtothepainwithtearsstreaming

downmyface

.

.

.

TRUE

.

.

.

Thedoctorcametous

Istoodup

True:"whatthehell?"

Doctor:"I'msosorryaboutthis,thenursewhowas

responsibleforyoushould'veinformedyouabout

thiswhenshetoldyouaboutthesideeffects,butI

alsoshould'vedoublecheckedandinformyou



abouteverythingyouneededtoknow"

True:"justtellmehow'smybaby?"

Doctor:"thebabywillbefine,youmilkisstillfine,

youstoppedearlywhichisgood,wewerejust

checkingforanypoisonousdrugsinthebaby's

system,butwefoundnothing,sheisperfectlyfine"

Wesighoutinreliefasweturnandhugeachother

Naomi:"ohhthankGod,youwereright"

IlookbackatthedoctorwhileholdingNaomiwho

wasshakinginfear

Me:"weshouldsuethehospitalforthis,ifmywife

hadn'trealizedsooner,whatdoyouthinkwould've

happened!?Huh?"

Doctor:"IunderstandyourfrustrationsandI'm

deeplysorry,asawayofapologizingwe'dliketo

giveyoualimitlesssupplyofbabyformulamilkand

nappiesuntilthebabyisoldenough,we'lldeduct

thecostofyourchemotherapytreatmentaswell,

I'mverysorryforthisdisruption,pleasecanyou

acceptthissettlementorbringaboutanother



suggestionbutpleasedonotsuethehospital,this

mistakehasneverhappenedbeforeeverweholda

goodrecord,canwepleasemakeadeal"

Me:"I'mverydisappointed,Itrustedthishospital

there'salwaysbeengoodservicerecord...butI'm

justgladmybabyisokay,youcantalktomywife

abouttheoffer,butifshewantstosuefor

negligenceIwon'tholdherback"

HelooksatNaomi

Naomi:"Ijustwantmybaby,pleasecanIgotakemy

babyhome?"

Doctor:"yesyoumay,thisway"

Wewalkbehindhimwhensomeonecallsoutfor

Naomiandshestopslookingback

Zeke:"I'llgonow"

Naomi:"pleasewaitwe'llbeoutjustnow"

Henodsandwecontinuewalkingtothewardour

babywasin,putinasmallcrib.

Sherushestowardsherandpicksheruprocking

herinherarms,kissingheralloverherface,she



wasawake.

Me:"canI?"

Shegiveshertome,asItakeherintomyarms

puttingheronmychestandhuggingher

Me:"ThankyouLord(sighs)Thankyou"

Ikissher

Naomi:"let'sgohomeplease,Idon'twanttobein

thishospitalanylonger(looksatthedoctor)I

acceptyoursettlement,butjustthebabysupply

part,I'lldomychemoinanotherhospital,Idon't

thinkIcantrusty'allwithmyhealth,Icould'velost

mybabybecauseofthis,Idon'tunderstand

becausethenursesatmedownforapproximately

tentofifteenminutestellingmeabouttheside

effects,butfailedtomentionthisonething"

Doctor:"thehospitalwilldealwiththenurse,thisis

notthefirsttimewe'veheardacomplaintabouther,

thiswasdefinitelythelastdraw,wehopethatyou

winthisbattleagainstcancer,butmostofallwe

enjoyedhavingyouasourpatientandhopeyou

finditinyourheartstoforgiveusandgiveus



anotherchance.

Naomi:"IreallyenjoyedthespecialtreatmentIgot

herethroughoutmystay,everythingwasmade

comfortableformeandthestaffwaskindand

friendly,Ievenmadeafewfriendswiththem,I'm

disappointedandhurtfornow"

Henodsunderstanding

Me:"let'sgomylove"

Wewalkoutastheygiveustheinfantstarter

formulas,tenbig900gonesandtenjumbopack

pampers,theyalsogaveusfivebabybottlesfor

milkandaflaskforwater.Theygavethebreast

pumpforNaomitopumpoutherbreastsiftheyfeel

fullanddiscardthemilk.

Iwasn'timpressedbecausetheyweredoingthis

outofregret,iftheydiditoutofthegoodnessof

theirheartsitwould'vebeenmoreappreciated.I

canaffordtogetallthesethingsanddon'tneed

theirdonations,butitwastheirwayofshowing

remorseandNaomiappreciatedit.

WegotoutsidetofindZekestandingoutsidehiscar



Naomi:"love,canwegotalktoZekefirst,hereally

helpedme"

Iagreeaswewalkuptohim

Naomi:"thankyousomuchZeke,ifitwasn'tforyou,

Godknowshowlongitwould'vetakenustorealize

thatwewerehurtingourbaby,thankyouforbeing

soaware"

Zeke:"pleasedon'tmentionit,Iknowyouwould've

donethesameforme"

Me:"yeah,thankyouverymuch,yousavedour

daughter,thatmeansalot"

Zeke:"I'mjusthappythelittlesunshineishealthy

andgoingstrong"

Me:"sheis,areyouseeinganyone?Inaserious

relationship?"

Helooksatmeabitperplexedbymyquestion

Zeke:"yes,thereissomeone"

Me:"Iwasthinkingaboutinvitingyoufordinner

sometime,youcanbringyourlady,wehaven't

gottenthechancetoknoweachotherpersonally



andsinceyouarepartofmylove'slife,it'dbebest

ifweallbecomefriends"

Hegivesmeaconfusedsmilewithabigofafrown

Zeke:"oh...okay,I'dlikethat"

Naomi:"that'sagoodidea,Ididn'tknowyouwerein

aseriousrelationship,anywaywewillcatchup

moreonthatdinner"

Shegiveshimaquicksidehugbeforewebidhim

goodbye

WegetinthecarasIgiveherthebabyclosingthe

doorforthemandwedrivebackhome,westopat

burgerkingtobuysomedinnerasshedidn'tgetthe

chancetocook,andnonofusareinthemoodfor

thatanymore.Theridehomewassilent.

Naomiwasfeedingthebabyfromthebottlesitting

onthecouchwhileIwasdishingupforus.

Iwalktowardstheloungeandnoticehercrying

silentlywhilelookingatthebabysuckingonher

bottle.Myheartshutters.Shewassoexcitedabout



breastfeeding,itcreatedaspecialbondbetween

them,theemotionalandphysicalbond,itmustbe

heartbreakingnotbeingabletonurseherownbaby

andfindingthathermilkwasnotgoodforherbaby.

Iputthefoodonthetableandsitbesideher,Iwrap

myarmsaroundherfromthesideasIrestmyhead

onhershoulderlookingatthesleepingbabywho

wasstillsuckingalittlebit,Inoticemilkwas

drippingoutofhermouthasshewasnot

swallowingitanymore,shewasfull,Idon'tthink

shenoticedsheoverfedher,hermindwasdistant.

Itakethebottleouthermouthandputitontheside

Me:"she'ssleepinglove"

Naomi(breakingvoice):"oh...sorry,Ithoughtshe

wasstillsucking"

Itakethebabyfromherandputherinhersmall

mobilebedonthefloor.

Ipullherclosertomeasshegetsbetweenmylegs

wrappingmyarmsaroundher,holdingheragainst

mychestwithagentletightgrip,westaylikethatin

silenceforawhile.Sheburstsintotearsandbreaks



downwhileonmychest.

Me:"Iknow,Iknowmylove,we'llgetthroughthis,

it'sgoingtogetbetterwithtime,you'llsee,it'sgoing

togetsomuchbetter,thistooshallpass"

Shewrapsherarmaroundmyneckburyingher

faceinmychest

Naomi:"ithurtsTrue,italljusthurts"

Mythroatwascloggedbypain,myhearthurtingas

Itriedtokeepastrongemotionblockingoffmy

tears.

Me:"it'sokaymylove,youdoingverywell,youdoing

good,I'mproudofyou,weallproudofyou,you

suchastrongwoman,ourbabyissoblessedto

haveyou,I'mblessed,Iknowithurts,butthat'sjust

temporarily,itwon'talwayshurt,Ipromiseyouthat...

we'reateamalwayshavebeenandalwayswill"

Hercriesgotsofterasshecalmeddownsniffing,

sheholdsmetighter.

Me:"I'llalwaysberighthere,Iloveyousomuch"

Ikissherforeheadaswebothlookdownatour



beautifulhealthysleepingbaby

.

.

.

ZEKE

.

.

.

Iparkthecaroutsidethehouseandwalkin

carryingplasticbagsandsometakeoutsfordinner.

Iopenthedoormakingmywayinandputthestuff

onthekitchencounter.

IgoswitchonthelightsandfindJordanlyingon

thecouchsleeping.

Ikneeldownbesidethecouchandkisshercheek

Me:"babe,I'mhome"

Ishakeherabitbutshedoesn'twakeup,Ishake

hermoreasmyheartraces,shewasnotwakingup,



IperformCPRonherbeforegoingtogetwater

throwingonherface.

Shegetsupbreathingheavily

Me:"fuckbabe?Whathappened?Areyouokay?"

Ihelpheruptakingoffmyshirtandwipingherwith

it,shegrabsitandthrowsitonthefloorspitting

Jordan:"yousmelllikeawoman,wherehaveyou

been?"

Me:"Ithinkweshouldgotothehospitalandgetyou

checkedup,youwereliterallypassedouthardly

breathing"

Jordan:"I'vebeencallingandyou'vebeenavoiding

mycalls?"

Me:"babeIseriouslythinkweshouldgotothe

doctorfirst,we'lltalkaboutthatlater"

Ipickheruptakingmycarkeysandweheadtothe

doctor

Doctor:"thebabyisdoingokay,everythinglooks



good"

Isighlookingatthescan

Me:"damnbabyyouscaredme"

Jordan:"whyyouactinglikeyouwantthisbaby,you

werenotreadyforitanyway,soifitdiedyou'dbe

free"

Myheartsinkslookingatherasshespeakswithso

muchanger

Me:"howcouldyousaythat?Idon'twantmybaby

todie"

Jordan:"yeahwellyoucould'vefooledme"

Doctor:"I'llprescribesomemedicationthatIthink

youneedtotaketoprotectthebaby"

Thedoctorsgivesusprescriptionandadvisesusto

trynotstressingaspossibilitiesoflosingthebaby

arepossible

Sheheadedupstairsassoonaswegotinthehouse.

Isighandheadtotheloungeandsitonthecouch,I



wasnotpreparedforthescoldingwaitingforme

upstairs.She'sverymad.

Idon'tblameher,Igotcarriedawayandenjoyedmy

timewithNaomiabittoomuchbeforethewhole

breastmilkincident.

ItakemyphoneasIfeelitbuzzinginmypocket

"(BAMBI )thankyouonceagainfortoday,you

don'tknowhowmuchIappreciateyoufornoticing

sosoon.You'vealwayspayedcloseattentiontothe

littlethings,Ioweyou"

Itype

"(Me)I'mjusthappytohaveyoubackinmylife,

whatevermatterstoyoumatterstome,Ipromised

I'dalwaysprotectyou"

Sheblueticksmeforawhile,Iputmyphoneonthe

couchasIheadtothekitchenandpourmyself

somewhiskeywithice,Ineededashotortwo.As

muchasI'mhappyforNaomi,Icannothelptothink

that,thatshould'vebeenmebyherside,holdingour

baby,wearingmyring,andfacingallthatshewas

facingtogether,Idon'tknowhowI'msupposedto



getridofthesefeelings,Iranawayfromthemand

nowtheywerecrushingmelikeahurricane,I

shouldn'tbefeelingthiswaywhenIhaveawoman

thatlovesmeupstairswho'shurtingbecauseofme,

shedoesn'tdeservethis.

Iclosemyeyesgulpingdownthedrinkandpour

anothershotandbangthetablewithmyfistin

frustrationasIheadbacktothecouch,Iopenher

message

"(BAMBI )I'msurprisedyoudidn'ttellmeyou

wereinarelationship,goodforyou!I'mhonestly

happyforyou,Iwishyoutoldmemoreaboutthat

whenwewerecatchingup,Ican'twaittomeet

her "

IlogoffwithoutrespondingasIheadupstairs

Itakeoffmyclothesandgetinthebednextto

Jordanwhowasonherphone.

Iwrapmyarmsaroundhertakingawayherphone

andputtingitonthetable.

Me:"I'msorryabouttoday,Igotofffromworkearly,

IwenttogoseeNaomibecauseshehadjustbeen



dischargedfromhospitalandit'sbeenawhilesince

I'veseenher,wewerejustcatchingup,aswe've

nevergotthechancetotalkafterIapologizedtoher,

I'msorryIdidn'thearyourcallsmyphoneison

vibrateanditwasonthecouchnotinmypocketso

Ididn'tfeelitringingwhileweweretalking,Ididn't

plantostaytherelongbutthensomethingbad

happenedtoherbabyandIrushedthemtohospital,

Idecidedtowaitwithherwhilethedoctorsattended

thebaby,I'msosorrysthandwaSam"

Sheturnsaroundfacingme

Jordan:"IthinkIshouldmoveout,staywithmy

parentsuntilIgivebirth,youhaven'tbeenthesame

lately,yourbehaviorhaschangedandIfeellikeyou

pullingawayfromme,Idon'twanttobestressedor

heartbrokenbyyouractions,Itriedtobe

understandingbutthatlandedmeinhospital

almostlosingmybaby,I'mgivingyouspaceto

figureoutwhatyouwant.Ithinkit'sbestifwetake

abreak"

Isitupasmyheartbeatincreaseslookingather



Me(frowns):"areyoubreakingupwithme?"

Jordan:"yes,I'msorrybutIwon'tchoosetobe

secondbestwhenitcomestoyouandyour"friend"

it'sobviousthatyoustillinlovewithher,youcan

stillcomewithmetomyappointmentsandwe'llco-

parent,butI'mnotgoingtobeinarelationship

whereIdon'tfeelloved"

Me:"babe,youblowingthisoutofproportion,okay,I

admit,IhavebeenstressedlatelyandIkindabeen

distancingmyself,butthat'snotbecauseofNaomi,

Ihardlytalktohersincesheforgaveme,trustme,

ourfriendshipwillneverbeascloseasitusedtobe,

sherespectshermanandIrespectyou,myexamis

comingupandIhaven'tevenstartedpreparing,I

havetobeconstantlyinvolvedatworkproving

myselfwhiletryingtojugglewithschool,andever

sinceIfoundoutyoupregnantI'vefeltalotof

pressureformetoexcelineverything,itwasall

takingitstollonme,yousawhowsickIgot,I'm

sorrythatI'vebeensoI'mmyheadthatIneglected

you,thenthere'smymotherwhoisnotmakingany

progressallIknowaboutmyfatheristhathisshort



nameisDave,andthathe'sblackandXhosa,no

surnamenoaddressnothing,sothere'snousein

looking,she'salsobeentryingtokillherself

(tearfully)Ijustneedtogetmyshittogether...

Shemovescloserandwrapsherarmsaroundme,I

wipeoffmytear

Jordan:"awmybaby,whyhaveyoubeenbottlingall

thisup,Ihadnoideayouhadthismuchonyour

shoulders,wehavetocommunicatebabe,you

shouldtalktome,sowecangetthroughittogether,

ifyouleavemeinthedark,IonlyseebadIdon't

understandwhat'sbehindthebad,Iloveyouso

muchandIwanttobehereforyou,pleaseuseme,

I'mallyours"

Imovemyheadfromhershoulderlookingintoher

eyesandpullherinforakiss

Me:"pleasedon'tleaveme"

Jordan:"I'mnotgoinganywhere"

Wecontinuekissingasitgetsheated,Igetin

betweenherlegstakingherclothesoff



.

.

.

NAOMI

.

.

.

Hecollapsesbesidemeaswetrytocatchour

breathfacingtheceiling,hegetsoutthebedand

headstothebathroomthencomesbackandwipes

meandthebitofourfluidsonthebed.

Hegetsbackinbedandhepullsmecloserfacing

eachotherwithourlegstangledtoeachother,his

softdickrestinginbetweenmythighs,ourheads

againsteachotherbreathingeachother'sair.

True:"didyoutakeyourpreventionpillsthis

morning?"

Me(nodding):"yes,I'mneverforgettingthoseagain"



Welaugh

True:"Iwantatleasttwobabies,nextwemakinga

boyafteryourtreatmentprocess"

Ilookathimasmysmiledisappears

Me:"Idon'tthinkIwanttocarryababyinmytummy

again,notwithalltherisksthatcomewithit"

True:"butwhenyoudobeatthiscancer,you

wouldn'tmindhavinganotherbaby?"

Icuphisfacelookingathim

Me:"IfIbeatthecancer"

True:"youwill,Iknowyouwill"

Me:"it'sgoodtobepositiveTrue,butlet'snotbein

denialwehavetoberealistic,weknowthe

percentageforsurvivalrateafter12monthsare

lessthan30percent,andthereisabsolutelynocure,

it'sjustalongtermcancerandcouldgetsickany

minute,Idon'thavemuchtime,weshouldjust

acceptthatwhilewetrytofightit"

Tearsrolldownthesideofhiseyes,Iwipethemoff



True:"whyyoutalkinglikethis,youareyoung,you

haveabetterchanceatlivinglonger,plusyour

cancerwasfoundatstage2,meaningyoucanlive

uptotwoyearswithouttreatment,butIknowyou'll

betheoneswhomakeittofiveandeventenyears

withtreatment,didItellyouaboutthemanwho

livedmorethantwentyyears,that'sevenlonger

thanmosthealthypeoplegettolive,weneverreally

knowhowlongwehave,Imighthavelesstimethan

you,it'sjustthatIdon'tknow"

IsighlookingathimIhateseeinghisheartbreak

likethisbecauseofme

Me:"pleasedon'tsaythat...butyouright,wecan

haveanotherbaby,afterthesetwelvemonthsof

chemo,we'lltalktothedoctorabouthavinganother

baby"

Hesmileshopefully,hiseyesfilledwithcare

True:"I'mbeingselfish(sighs)weshouldonlybe

focusingonyourhealthandthenewbornbabygirl

wehavewhohasbeenthroughsomuchtogethere

andbewithus,beingpregnantisalottoaskfor,it's



notadelightfulprocess,andIdon'twanttoputyou

throughthat,I'msorryIasked"

Me:"Noyounotselfish,Ialsowanttogiveyoumore

children,asmanyasyouwant,butyouareright,

beingpregnantisnoteasy,there'sjusttoomany

complicationsthatwe'llface,whathappenswhenI

getsick?Myimmunesystemisnotstrongenough.

(Smiling)butwecanalwaysgetsomeoneelseto

carrythebabyforus,webothfertilesowecanuse

ourowngametesandhavethemtransferredto

anotherwomantocarrythebabyforus"

Hesmilesamusedbytheidea

True:"IVFsurrogacy,that'sagoodidea,we'llgowith

that"

Igazeintohischarmingeyes,hewasright,wewere

ateamandadamngoodone.

Wecontinuecuddlingandtalkingmoreaboutitand

imaginingourfuturewithourbabies

IwasdeadwithlaughterasTruewastellingmehis

sillyideasofembarrassingourdaughteronceshe

startsdating,ourpillowtalksweremyfavoritepart



ofmydayseveryday.

.

.

.

*******
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"(faintsinging)happybirthdaytoyou,happy

birthdaydaytoyou......

Ishufflearoundthebedstretchingasthesinging

getmoreclearandlouder,Ifeltasmallbouncingon

myfaceasIopenedmyeyes.TofindTruegently

boundingthebabyonmyheadwhilesinginghappy

birthdayforme.

Me(laughing):"baabe....

True:"happybirthdaydearmummy...happy

birthdaytoyooouuuuu!....

HetalksbehindMatilda'sheadpretendingtobeher

True:"heymummy,Ijustwantedtosayhappy

birthdayandIwokeupwithacleandiaperasyour

gift"

Ilaughsittingup,takingherfromhim



Me:"wellthankyouverymuchforbeingso

consideratemybaby"

True:"she'slyingbytheway,I'mstilltraumatized

withwhatIwokeuptointhatdiaper"

Ilaughasheleanscloserasweshareakiss

True:"happybirthdaymylove"

Me(blushing):"thankyoumylove"

HelooksbesidemeasIfollowhiseyestowherehis

lookingtofindatablewithadeliciouslooking

breakfast,Igaspathowcuteitlookswithheart

shapedpancakesandeggsandthebacononeither

sidesoftheheartspellingIandU(I U)there

wasalsoflowersandacupofjuice.

Theheartshapedpancakesdrizzledwithsome

syruptoppedwithredberriesandalitcandleontop

Myheartmeltsinjoyfulnessasmylipscurve

emotionally

Me:"that'ssocutemylove,Iloveit"

Hetakesthebabyallowingmetotakemyfood



True:"makeyourfirstwishfortheday"

Me(blushing):"okay..mmh...

Ithinkforawhilethenblowoutthecandle

True:"whatdidyouwishfor?"

Me(laughing):"whyyousonoisy?Mywishwon't

cometrueifItellyou"

True:"IamTruebabe,anythingyoutellTruewill

comeTrue"

Iburstintolaughter

Me:"Truethat"

Helaughs

Me:"wellIwishedforanawesomedaywithmytwo

favoritepeopleintheworld"

True:"wellyouareinluckbecauseanawesomeday

isexactlywhat'sontoday'sagenda"

Ismileraisingmybrows

Me:"Ohwowsowishesreallydocometruewith

True"



True:"itisTruemylove,pleasefillupthatstomach

andgetyourselfready,I'lltakecareofOluandI"

Me:"okaythen!"

Wepecklipsashegetsupandheadsouttheroom

withthebaby.

Iwassmilinglikeanidiotenjoyingmyscrumptious

breakfast.

Myphonedingedonthetabletopnexttomybed,I

takeitandIhadabunchofInstagramnotifications

andalsoFacebookandafewmessageson

Whatsapp,peoplewishingmeahappybirthday.

DamnitIforgottotakeapictureofmybreakfast,it

lookedsogood,Ishrugandtakeapictureofthe

alreadyeatingheartpancakesandpostonmy

InstagramandFacebooktimeline

"Wakinguptothiskindoftreatmentonmyspecial

dayfeelsawesome,althoughI'malwaysromanced

bythisman,butthiswasjustthecutest.Let'sget

thisbirthdaystarted!



P.S.thisbreakfastactuallyspelledI UbeforeI

gotexcitedandateitwithouttakingapicturefirst

itwasbeautiful "

IpostittaggingTrueandlogoffasIgointo

WhatsAppwhilebitingmybacon

"(Stella )happybirthdaybeautiful,Ihopeyou

enjoyyourday,congratsonmakingitanotheryear

aroundthesun.Iwillcomedropoffyourpresent

tomorrowbecauseIalreadyknowyouwon'tbe

homewithTruearound.Loveyou"

Ismiletypingback

"(Me)thankyousweetie blessyourheart.Ican't

waitformygiftandbestbelieveIwillremindyou

tomorrow "

IopenamessagefromZeke

"(Bestie )happybirthdayMimie ifIwas

thereIwould'vewokeyouupwithcoldwater

*sighs*goodtimes...it'sabummerwecan't

celebratelikeweusedto,Iwould'velovedtosee



howyou'ddrown23shotswhenyoucouldn'tmake

itlastyear ....enjoyyourdayBambi "

Ilookawayfromthephonestaringintospaceas

memoriesofourwildadventuresinvademymind.It

wascheapthrillsbutthosewerethebestdaysof

mylife,myheartbeatskips.

Ilookbackatmyphonewithasmileplasteredon

myfacetyping

"(Me)goodtimesindeed,beingwokenupwithwater

wasfunwhenIdidittoyou nottheotherway

around ...23shots!IcanneverIdon'teven

remembertherestofthatnightafterthoseshots"

IgotoDad'smessageandreplytohistextwishing

meahappybirthdayaskingmetocomebylater

"(Me)thankyouDad ...IhadplanswithTrue,

butI'llaskhimifwecanpassby"

"(Stella)Ibetyouwill "



"(Bestie ) Irememberthemverywell,Istill

havevideos,I'llshowyouoneday,ifitwerestillin

timeslikelastyear,Iwould'velovedtotakeyouout

andspendtimetogetheronyourbirthday"

"(Me)maybewecoulddosomethingtogetherpost

birthday?"

"(Bestie )I'dlikethatalot "

"(Me)I'lltellyouwhenI'mfree"

"(Bestie )thankyoufornotmakingour

friendshipawkward,Ireallyappreciateyoutreating

methesameaftereverythingthat'shappened"

"(Me)you'llalwaysbemyBestieweirdo "

Ianswermorebirthdaywishes,Ican'tbelievehow

manygoodfriendshipsIbuiltatwork,we'veall

bondedsowellinashortperiodoftime

IlogofffinishingmyfoodasIreadthecomments

onmypictures,theInstagramcommentswerefine



butFacebookhassomanybitterpeople,mostare

okaybutthereweremeancommentswhichI

alwaysignoremyfansfightthosebattlesformeI'd

bereadingtheircommentsbackingmeupas

thoughIwasrelatedtothem,Ilovethemthough.

InoticeacommentfromIzzieandmysmile

disappears

"He'sonlybackwithyoubecauseyouhavehisbaby,

ifitwasn'tforthatbaby,you'dmeannothingtohim.

Justsaying"

Iwastemptedtorespondordeletehercomment

butIletitbe.I'llletFacebookfansdealwithher.

IloggedoffbeforeIseeanymoremeancomments,

IonlyeverreadsomuchIdon'tinvestmytimeon

thembecausetheycouldreallymesssomeone's

headup.

Iwasdonefreshingupandwasnowgetting



dressedandready,thankGodIcouldnowwearmy

pantsthatneverfitmewhileIwaspregnant,they

stilltightthoughbecauseI'vegainedabitofhips

andassduringthepregnancyI'msurpriseditdidn't

goaway,foodwasnowmakingmegainandIloved

it,myboobslookedsobigroundandperky,Matilda

reallypimpedmybody.Ihopeitstayslikethis,I

knowsomeofthesideeffectsofChemoisweight

loss,Idonotwishtolosethatkindofweight.

AfterawhileoflookingatmyselfinthemirrorI

noticesomethingdifferent,somethingwasmissing

butIcouldn'toutmyheadintowhatitwas.

MybodygothotinpanicasInoticedtherewasno

ringonmyfinger

Me:"shit!Where'smyring?"

Ilookaround,itprobablyfellsomewhere,Iretrace

mysteps,ItrytothinkifIhaditonwhenIwokeup

andIcan'tremember,butIknowIhaditon

yesterdaybeforegoingtobedIusuallystareatit

beforefallingasleep.

Shitwhatifitfellintheshowerdrain,butitwasn't



eventhatlose,thatringfitmeperfectlyithasnever

slippedsinceTrueputitin,Idotakeitout

sometimesbeforeIbath,Igotdistractedbymy

phonetodayIdidn'ttakeitout.

Theshowerdrainsweretoosmallformyringtofit

throughthemsoitdefinitelycouldn'thavefallenin

there.Iturnedtheroomupsidedownlookingforit

butcouldn'tfindit,tearswereverycloseasthere

wasapainfullumponmythroat,howcouldIlose

somethingsoprecious,soexpensive!

"Arewereadytogo?"

Myheartalmoststoppedbyhispresenceinthe

room

Me:"Love!IthinkIlostmyring,Ican'tfindit

anywhere"

Iimmediatelyburstintotears

True:"whoaokaydidyoutrylookingwhereyou

usuallyputitwhenyoutakeitout?"

Me:"duhthatwasthefirstplaceIlooked,butIdon't

remembertakingitout!"



True:"shhhokayloveyouruiningyourmakeup"

Hesayscomingclosertakingatissuefromthe

tableandwipingmytearsoff

True:"youlostahundredgrandring?"

Me(panicking):"Hundredwhat!?OhmyGodIhave

tofindit"

True:"it'sokaylove,we'lllookforitwhenweget

back"

Me:"No,I'msocareless"

True:"yesyouareverycareless"

Me(somberly):"youmakingmefeelbad"

True:"that'shundredgrandrealdiamond"

Icovermyfacecrying,Iholdmetightly

True:"I'mkiddinglove,itdoesn'tmatter,I'llgetyou

anotherone"

Me:"butstillIdon'ttrustmyselfwithanotherring,

maybtyoushouldjustnotmarryme"

True:"youright,Ican'tdothisanymore"



Ihithischestasweburstintolaughter

True:"youadamnexpensewoman!"

Me:"mxmboydon'tactlikeyoucan'taffordme,

evenifitcostamillionandIlostit,you'dstillmarry

me"

True:"confidentmuch?"

Me(smiling):"soyounotmadatme"

True:"I'mfuriousatyou,it'sjusthardtoshowit

whenyoulookingthissexy"

IblushlookingintohiseyesasIleaninandhe

capturedmybottomlip,myinsidestwirlasthekiss

getsdeepermytemperaturerisingashepullsmein

tighter,Islidemyhandsdowntohisassandgrabit

astightlyasIcould,hegaspsashiseyeswidenina

girlywayandweburstoutlaughing

True(peckingmylips):"canwegonowMiss

careless"

Ihithischestkissinghimagain,Iwasfeelingmuch

betternow

Me(smiling):"yes..butwait...ismyhaircutetiedup



orletdown?"

Iholditinaponytailandletitlose

True:"down..Iloveitdown"

Ileaveitdownbeforeputtinglipstickonmyfacethe

moreI'mwithTruethemoremyinnerwoman

comesout,IstilllikemytomboyswagbutTrue

makesmewanttolooksexyforhim,he'samanof

somuchclassandhemakesmewanttomatchhis

leveleventhoughhe'sacceptedmethewayIam

andremindsmethatI'mbeautifuleveryday.Iwon't

lieI'vebeenmorecautiousabouthowIdressand

lookwheninpublicwithhimbecauseIneverknow

who'stakingpicturesofusandpicturesofusand

postingusontheinternet.

Me:"I'mready,where'stilda?"

True(laughing):"shefellasleepwhileIwasbathing

her"

Me:"shelovesthewateritrelaxesher"

True:"it'snosurprisewedidspendawholemonth



surroundedbywater"

Me:"Let'sgo"

Heletsmeleadthewayasweheadouttakingthe

babyfromherbedroomandapackedbagofher

food,nappiesandeverythingweneedbefore

walkingouttothecar

Me:"soyounotgoingtotellmewhereyoutaking

us?"

True:"Nope"

Me:"IjusthopeMatildabehavestoday"

True:"goodthingwenotgoingtobeinpublic"

Ilookathimsmiling

Me:"aprivatesettinghmmnowI'mmorecurious"

Heraiseshisbrowsshruggingashereversesout

.

.

.

ZEKE



.

.

.

Me:"Itlookslikewe'verunoutoftime,soIguess

we'llfinishhere,Ithinkwe'vecoveredeverythingon

thelistIfnoonehasanythingelsetoadd,thenI

thinkwe'llwrapthisup.Iguessthatwillbeallfor

today.Thankyou"

TheyclaphandsformeasItakedownmy

presentationassomeaddtheiropinions

IwalkbacktomyofficewhereIthrowmyselfonthe

chairleaningbackandclosingmyeyes.Ijust

neededthisdaytobeoveralready,it'sbeenalong

dayofpresentationsintheboardroomandsitting

thereforhourswastiring.

MyphoneringsandIpanicasIrealizewhoitwas

Me:"hello"



"GooddayMrNowell"

Me:"yeahheyiseverythingalright?"

"Wefoundyourmothertryingtokillherselfagain,

shewasrepeatedlybangingherheadagainstthe

wallveryhard,I'mgoingtoaskyoutopleasecome

tothehospital"

MyheartsinksintoadaggerasIfeellikeit'sbeing

slicedapart

Me:"isshealive?"

"Pleasecometothehospitalformoreinformation

I'mafraidIcannotsayanythingmoreoverthe

phone"

Me(tearfully):"please...justtellme,isshedead?"

"Iwilltalktoyouwhenyougethere,goodbyeMr

Nowell"

Shehangsup

Isighandopenmylaptoptryingnottothinktoo

muchaboutit,IhavesomuchworkIneedtoget

done.Iopenthesheetsonmylaptoplooking

throughthem.



Thescreengetsblurryasmyeyesgetwatery,Ilook

upandblinkthewaterbackinasItrytofocusback

onmywork,Itakeapenandwritesomethings

down.Myhandstartsshakingandmylips

trembling.

Itakemyphoneandthrowitatthewallangrily,I

covermyfaceasthetearswelledupfinallybreak,

Shit!Whydoesshitlikethishappentome.

MychestwastightenedupasitfeltliketheairI

wasbreathingwasbladescuttingthroughme.

.

.

.
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Me:"thiswasthebestmostchilledmostromantic

birthdayI'veeverhadinmylivesofbirthdays,thank



youmylove"

Hehelpsmeouttheyacht

True:"youdeserveitmylove"

Wegetinthecaranddriveoff

Me:"thosemassagesweredefinitelythebestpart"

True:"yeah?Ilovedthepartwhenwewerestanding

attheedgeoftheyachtwatchingthesunset"

Me:"thatwassurreal,feltlikeIwasRosefrom

titanic(laughing)thelittlepartywehad,thefun

gamesweplayed,Ineverexpectedtohavethat

muchfun"

True:"youshouldneverexpectanylesswhenyour

Trueloveisintown"

Ilaughandrollmyeyes

Me:"yousococky"

Hetakesmyhandputtingitonhisdickoverhis

pants

True:"waituntilwegethomeyou'llfeelhowcock-yI

canget"



Ilaughandbitemylipmassagingitashegivesme

aseductivemischievouslook

Me:"ohbabedon'tforgettopassbymyDad's

beforewegohome,Ineedmybabyinmyarms"

True(laughing):"howcanIforgetmyowndaughter?"

Me(laughingfeelinghisharddick):"Iseeyougetting

tooexcitedaboutgettinghome"

Helaughsoutloudrestinghishandinmyinner

thighnearmycoochie

True:"Ican'thelpit,I'maddicted"

Weparkoutsidemydad'shouse

Me:"hemusthaveguests"

Isaylookingattheunfamiliarcarsintheyard

Me:"willyoucomein?I'lltrytobequick"

True:"Nolove,yougo,I'llwaitouthere"

Me:"okay,I'mgoingtotaketildaandquicklyget

back"



HenodsasIleanoverandwesharealingeringkiss

thatleftmewantingmoreasImademywayinto

thehouse

Me:"DaddyI'mhome!"

Ishoutwalkinginherushesuptome

Dad:"heyhoneymustard"

Me:"heyDadwhat'sgoingon,who'scarsareparked

outside?"

Dad:"comethisway"

Hewalksmethroughthepassagetotheguest

roomsdownstairsbeforeIcouldseewhowasby

thelounge

Dad(whispering):"don'tfreakoutbutveryimportant

guestsarehere,I'mgoingtoneedyoutostayhere

withyoursistersandBethuntilyouareaskedto

comeout,pleaseweartheclothesonthebed"

Me(confused):"what?Why?Dadwhat'shappening?

Where'smydaughter?"



"She'srightheresweetie"

IlookbacktobemetbyBethandherkids

InoticedMatildacosyunderherblanketsleeping

peacefully,IwalkuptoherobservingherasIgive

hergentlykisses.

IturntolookatDadwhowasalreadyoutofsiteas

thedoorclosed

Me:"cansomeonetellmepleasewhat'sgoingon?"

Beth:"Ithinktodayisthemostimportantdayofyour

life,it'syourbirthday,andtherearepeopleoutthere

whowanttosharethisdaywithyouandtheycome

bearinggifts,theyaskedyoupleasewearthesefor

thembeforewegoouttomeetthem"

Ilookatthebedandthere'sabeautifullongdress

withxhosaprintpatternsonit

Me:"IIdon'tunderstand....

Beth:"justpleasegetdressed,you'llunderstandina

shortwhile"

Me:"mymaniswaitingformeinthecar,Itoldhim

I'dbequick"



Beth:"hewillunderstand"

Isighshakingmyhead,Ididn'teventakemyphone

fromthecartoatleastcallhimandtellhimtocome

insidebecauseit'sclearwhateverwashappening

herewasgoingtotakeawhile.

Iletthemhelpmegetdressed,shecoveredmyhair

withadoek,Iwaslookingatmyselfinthemirror

andImustsayIlovedthelook,itwasnotdoingtoo

much,verysimplebutelegantaswell.

Dadhasalwaysthrownbirthdaypartiesformeand

theyalwayshadsomekindoftheme,itwas

somethingneweveryyear,sometimesI'dbea

princess,sometimesasuperheroorevenavillain,

heknewhowmuchIlovedtoactsoeveryonewould

getintocharacter.Idon'tknowwhatthemehewas

goingfortodaybutitlookedabittraditional,which

isnewbecausewe'veneverbeenveryculturalsince

wewereamixedbreedfromdifferentcultureswe

neverreallydwelledintheculturestuff.

Butit'sbeenyearssincehe'sdoneabirthdayparty

formeItoldhimtostopaftermy18thbirthday,I



feltlikeIwasgettingolderandthepartieswere

childish,whenIwenttovarsitymybirthdayswere

onawholenotherlevelofawesomenessthat'swas

allbecauseofZeke.

Me:"Ican'tbelieveyouguysarethrowingapartyfor

me,ItoldDadIdon'twantaparty"

Beth:"yourfatherlovesyou,hecouldn'thelpit"

Ilookatthetwogirlswhowerebusyontheir

phones

Me:"Eloisa...

Shelooksupatme

Me(smiles):"youdidn'ttrytostopDadfrom

embarrassingyourbigsister?"

Shelaughsshruggingherarms

Eloisa:"whendadsetshismindtoembarrassing

you,nothingandnoonecanstophim"

Weallburstintolaughter

Me:"Aryayoualsocouldn'tstandupforme?"

Arya:"wecanalwaysjustsneakoutthewindowand



runaway"

Welaugh

Me:"that'sactuallynotabadidea"

Thedooropens

Dad:"ladies,pleasecomewithme"

Hewalksout,IstandupasIfeelnerveskickingin

asIwonderedhowmanypeoplewerethereand

weretheygoingtoscreamsurprise,whodidmy

Dadeveninvite?Ihaveasmallcircleofclose

friends

WeleaveEloisaandAryaintheroomtolookafter

thebabyasIwalkoutwithBeth

Myheartdropstomystomachasmyeyeslandon

abunchofmensittingintheloungewithTrue'sDad

amongstthem.

TheFuckisgoingonhere!?Iwasaskedtositdown

infrontofthem.

Shit!MyeyeslandedonTruewhowassittingright



attheback,myeyeswidenedinquestioningshock

andhejustsmiledatme

Dad:"NaomiAnnikaNewton?...

Me(nervously):"yesdad?"

Dad:"doyourecognizethesepeople?"

Ilookupatthem,IthinkIwasgettingthegistof

whatwasgoingon,I'veseenitinmovies,learnt

aboutitinschoolandreadaboutitbeentoldabout

itsoitwas,thatslymansittingatthebackthere

wasbehindallofthis

Me:"yesIrecognizesomeDad"

Theyallsighinrelief,didtheyexpectmetoreject

them?

Dad:"canyouspotoneyouknow"

IpointatTrue

Me:"thatoneandhisfather"

Theylaughabit,therewasalotofmoneyonthat

floorinfrontofmydad,I'mnotsurehowmuchbut

therewerestacks



TruecomesuptothefrontandkneelsInfrontofme

Me(whispering):"whatthehellareyoudoing"

Helaughsabitlookingdownashetakessomething

outfromhispocket,itwasaringbox,heopensit

True:"rememberthis?

Igaspinshock.That'stheringIthoughtIlost.

Me:"wowyoureallystolemyring!"

TherewaslaughterasIjustburstedthatout

True:"ohyoulostit,Ijustfoundit"

Me(suspiciouslook):"Boyplease...

Dad:"canyousaveallthatforyourbedroomthere's

adultshere"

EveryonelaughasIlookdownembarrassed

True(sighs):"Iknowwealreadycoveredthisin

Thailand,butthatwasjustbetweenyouandI...now

atyourhome,infrontofbothourfamilies,between

you,meandthem(jokingly)andthestacksof

moneyinfrontofyourfather(everyonelaughs),I

wanttotakethisopportunitytoaskyouagain,will



youmakemethehappiestmanaliveuvumeukba

ngumkami"

(Andbemywife)

Mycheekshurtfromsmilingsomuch

Me:"yes,Iwill,again"

Heslipstheringinmyfinger,hiseyespiecing

throughminewearebothtemptedtokiss,buthe

pullsmeupandwehuginstead,theyclaphands

congratulatingus

.

.

.
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Iwasinthehouseworried,again,aboutthesame

manIwasinthehospitalforyesterdayforworrying



abouthim.Hehasn'tbeenpickingupmycalls,this

timetheywerenotevengoingthrough.

Isitonthecouchtryingtobreath,I'mtryingmybest

tokeepthisbabyalive,butZekeisnotmeetingme

halfwayatall.

Idon'tknowhowamIsupposedtocommunicate

withhimanymore,I'vetriedtobeopenandvoice

myfeelingsout,buthejustkeepsdisregarding

them.

Iknewthisfriendshipofhiswasgoingtobea

problem,Ithoughtwereallyunderstoodeachother

lastnight,thismorninghewasbacktobeinghis

sweetplayfulselfandnowherepeatsthesame

thingagain.Wecan'tbefightingoverthesame

thingoverandoveragain.

Icouldn'tcontrolthetearsstreamingdownmyface

asItriedtocallhimagain.

I'vealwaysfounditeasywalkingawayfrom

relationshipsthatdidn'tserveme,butwithZeke,no

matterwhathedoes,it'sjustsohardwalkingaway.

I'veneverfeltlikethisaboutanyoneinmylifeandit



hurtsthathemightnotfeelsasstronglyforme.

Icheckthetimeitwas21:15pm

Istandupandputtheplatesinthefridgebefore

draggingmyfeettothebedroom.

Itakeoutmysuitcaseandstartpackingmystuff,

maybelivingtogetheristoomuchpressuretoo

soon,it'llbebestifIgohomeandwenotallupin

eachother'sfaceseveryday,Idon'tknowhowlongI

cantakethiskindoftreatment,there'snothing

worsethanamanyoulivetreatingyoulikeroyalty

onedayandlikeacheapnonexistenthoehe's

tryingtoforgetaboutthenext.

Igetinmycaranddriveoff

.

.

.
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AfteralongnightathomeIwasnowcustomarily

MrsMaseko.IthoughtmytimeinThailandwasthe



bestdaysofmylifebutitseemslikeTruekeeps

toppingitupallthetime,oneminuteI'dthinkthisis

thebestdayofmylifebuthedoessomethingelse

andthat'dbethebestdayofmylife.Buttoday,

todaywasthebestdayofmylife.

Heparksoutsideourhouse.

IsighlookingatMatildawhowaswideawake,she

wassleepingforsolongathomenowIdon'tthink

she'llsleepanytimesoon

True:"thatbabyneedstogobacktosleep"

Me:"it'sgoingtobealongnightshe'sbeensleeping

fortoolongatdad'splace"

Hegetsoutofthecarandopensthedoorforme.

Me:"thankyou"

AsmuchashedoesitallthetimeIstillfeelthe

needtothankhim

Heopensthemaindooraswequietlywalkin,the

lightgoonbittheyweredim



Igasplookingatbeautifulromanticscenery,oflittle

candlesandrosepetalleadingtothebacksliding

door,thehousesmelledgoodlikesomeonehadjust

finishedcooking.

Theroofwasfullofheartshapedredballoonsand

goldonesthatspelledhappybirthday.Itwasso

beautiful,isawabitoflightscomingfromtheback

doorandIcouldtelltherewassomethingsetup

there,therewerelittlewrappedboxesthataligned

withthecandlestowardsthedoor.

Me(whispersindisbelief):"whenthefuckdidyoudo

allthis?....

IlooktowardsthekitchenthefurtherIwalkinand

indeedtherewasawomaninchef'sclothing

cookinginourkitchen,shewavedatmeIwavedat

heremotionallyaswordsfailedme

Me(tearfully):"whydoyoualwaysdothistome....

Isniffwipingmytears,hetakesthebabyfromme

True:"pleasefeelfreetopickuptheseboxesasyou

makeyourwayoutthatdoorforme"



Ilookathimwithmytearyeyesandcurvedlips,he

isthesweetestmanI'veevermet,hewassucha

gentlemanitdrovemecrazy,Idon'tknowhow

muchdeeponecanfallforsomeonebuttheloveI

feltforTruewasgettingdeepereachandevery

freakingday

Me:"youcrazyyouknowthatright?"

True:"I'mcrazyaboutyou"

IsmiletakingthefirstboxinfrontofmeasIwalk

alongtheflowerspickingtheboxesuntilIgottothe

doorastheyfilledmyarms,theywereliketenof

them.

Me(lookingathim):"whatthehellisintheseboxes?"

True:"you'llsee"

Heopensthedoorformeaswewalkout

Igasplookingatthecosyfortbuiltinthebigyard

withcushionsandaniceblanketonthefloor,fairy

lightsallover,afewfeetawaytherewasaprojector

screenandthelighttowardsitwascomingfrom

nearthefort,therewereabunchofgiftsindifferent



sizedboxes

Tearswereuncontrollablystreamingdownmyface

Me:"Fuck!True,whatintheactualhell!?"

True:"happybirthdaywifey"

Iwalkclosertohimsnugglinghimupinahugand

heholdshebackwithonearmwhiletheotherhad

thebabyinbetweenus,Ilookupathimandkissthe

livingsouloutofhim

Hebreaksthekissandwewereoutofbreath

True:"damnwoman,there'sababybetweenus"

Me:"I'llgiveherherkisstoo"

Isaykissingher,shemovesherlipsandsmiled

withhereyesclosed

Me:"ohyoublushingformummy?"

True:"Ithinkshe'sgoingtofallasleepverysoon"

Me:"shebetter,becausewearegoingtohaveavery

veryverylongnight"

True(smiling):"mmmhisit?"



Inodpeckinghislips

Heputsthebabyinherrockingchair,luckilyshe

hadeatenonourwaysoshewasstillbehavingand

notbeingmoody

Me:"GoshthisissobeautifulTrue,howdoyoueven

comeupwiththeseideas?Yousoromantic"

True:"imanatural"

Me:"yesyouare"

Wegetinsidethefortitwassoprettyandcosy

Me:"Ishouldgochangeintomypyjamas,thisis

suchacomfortablesettingIwanttomatchthe

energy"

True:"we'lljoinyou,weshouldprobablybaththis

oneandfeedhersoshecanfallasleep"

Me:"that'sagoodidea...awwbutIreallywantto

openmygifts"

True(smiling):"you'llhaveallthetimemylove,let's

gofreshenupandgetcomfortable,it'sbeenalong

day"



Me:"okaybutlet'shurry"

IsayasItakethebabyandpullhishandrushingus

backinsidethehouseupthestairs

Wegetinsideourbedroom,mymouthdropsinawe

onceagainasthere'schocolatesandrosesshaped

asabigheartontopofthebedandthere'sasexy

pieceoflingerie,thesameredheartballoons

coveringourwholeroom

Me:"noooway,Truestopit,nolikeseriouslystopit,

yougoingtoturnmeintoaspoiltbrat"

True:"thisisnothingcomparedtowhatyoudeserve"

Me:"Ican't...(emotionally)Ican'twithyou...

True:"I'lltakecareofOlumiandIonceagain,get

yourselfcomfortable,andpleasecoveraslessas

youcan"

Igigglemischievously

Me:"Igotyoubooboo"

Helaughsasheheadsout,"damnIcouldgetused

tothis"IthinktomyselfasIheadtothebathroom



IcheckmyphoneandfoundIhadmissedcalls

fromZekebuttherewasnomessage.

Iwantedtocallhimback,butIreallydon'twant

anythingshiftingmymindfromTruetonight,it's

aboutustonight,Zekecanwait.

.

.

.
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Dad:"areyousurehe'swithherthough?"

Me:"I'msureofDad,thisisthesecondtimehe's

doingthis,rightafterwetalkedaboutitand

promiseditwouldn'thappenagain"

Dad:"okaysweetie,calmdown,let'shopethere'sa

goodexplanationandyoudidmakehimunderstand

ifithappenedagainyou'dleavehim,heknowsthe



consequencesofwhathe'sdoing,youdonothave

tosettlewhereyoufeelunlovedorunappreciated"

Inodagreeingasmyphoneringsanditwashim,I

wastemptednottopickupbutwascuriouson

whathehadtosay

Me:"what?"

"Hello?...

Awoman'svoiceanswers

Me:"whothehellisthis?"

"I'mcallingfromtheMelomedprivatehospital,you

werethelastnumberhecontacted,areyourelated

tohiminanyway?"

MyheartbeatincreasesasIstandonmyfeet

Me:"yes,yesI'mhisgirlfriendwelivetogether,what

happened?"

"Pleasecomedowntothehospitalifyoucan,he

needsyou"

Me(fearfully):"okay...okayI'llbetherejustnow"

"Okaybye"



Isliponmyshoes

Me:"Ihavetogo...

Dad:"what'swrong?"

Me:"he'sinhospital,Ineedtogettherenow,ohmy

GodIhopehe'sokay,Ifeelsobadnow"

Dad:"I'lldrive"

Me:"okay"

.

.

.

TRUE

.

.

.

Ourbabywassoundasleep,wenowhadthenight

toourselvesaswewerehavingdinnerunderour

fortwhileshewasopeninghergifts.

Shewaslookingallkindsofdelicious,Imean



beautiful,shewasonlydressedinthatlittlesexy

twopiecelingerieIgotforher,itbarelycovered

anythingashernippleswereclearlyvisiblebeneath

it,andtheunderwearwaslacefrontcoveringthe

vaginawithherbuttcheeksallout,Icouldn't

concentrateonanythingshewassaying,Iwas

readytoteareverythingapartincludingthatlittle

pussyofmine.

Naomi:"aawwwbabyIlovelovetheseshoes!"

Inodwatchingherallexcitedopeninghergifts,I

justwantedhertogetdonealreadyhonestlymy

dickcouldn'ttakeitanymore,it'sbeenhard,ifshe

couldjusttouchmyhandnowI'dcumimmediately.

Naomi:"baaabe!Alltheselittleboxesaredifferent

kindsofjewelry!Shittheylooksosopretty(holding

uptheshinyearrings)wooowthisonematchesmy

ringlove!"

Shewaslikealittlekidopeninggiftsundera

Christmastree,thejoyonherfacewaspriceless

Shelooksatmeemotionallyandpecksmylipsfor

themillionthtimenow,notthatIwascomplainingI



wasenjoyingthembuttheywerenothelpingwith

mysituationdownthere,theywereonlymakingit

worse,nowIregrettedbuyingsomanygifts.

Naomi:"thelastsmallbox,thisistheoneyousaidI

shouldopenlast"

Me:"finally"

Shesmileslookingatmeassheopensit

Naomi(gaspsinsurprise):"aawwwwwooow.....

I...(sighsspeechless)...

Itwasathickalldiamondnecklaceengravedwith

thelettersofhername

Sheputitdownandstoodupwalkingouttowards

thepoolwhereshesatandstartedcrying.

Iputmyplatetothesidegettingupandwenttosit

nexttoherputtingmylegsinthewaterasIpulled

herclosertomehuggingherwithoutsaying

anything.IthinkIwentabitoverboardand

overwhelmedher.Ijustwantedtomakethisday

extraspecialforher,adayshe'llneverforget.

Naomi:"ImsorryIdidn'tmeantocry"



Me:"youcancryallyouwantmylove"

Naomi:"Noonehasevershownmethiskindoflove

before,you'veliterallydoneeverythingI'veimagined

andbeyond,IjustneverthoughtIwasworthyof

beinglovedlikethis"

Me:"youkiddingme,Naomi,youarethemost

beautiful,loving,kindheartedwomanI'veevermet,

everythingwithyoujustfeelsright,Ifeellikeyou

deservesomuchmorethanthis,IwishIcouldopen

upmychestandshowyoujusthowmuchIlove

you,thesethingsarealljustmaterialisticandwe

can'ttakethemwithusintheend,butwecan

alwaystakethememoriesandthefeelings,more

thananythingIhopeyoucanfeeljusthowmuchI

loveyou"

Hereyeswerefixedonmineassheleanedcloser

andcapturedeachother'slips

Naomi:"Ibelieveyou,Ibelievejusthowmuchyou

loveme,andIloveyoutoobaby"

Ibrushherarmslippingoffthestrapofthebra

frownhershoulders



Me:"howaboutwetaketheseoff"

Shesmilesbitingherlips

Naomi:"westillhaveamovietowatch"

IgetuppullingherupasIpickherupwalking

towardsthefort,Iputherdownkneelingbetween

herlegsasItakeoffthebraasherboobsloosena

bitbutstillpointupperkyIlickonherhardnipples

Naomi:"babe,whataboutthemovie?"

Me:"itcanwait"

ShegigglesasItakeoffherpantiesandburymy

headeatingherhoneypotout

.
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Doctor:"youcangoin"

Istandupandheadtohisward

Iwatchhimashewasasleep

Me:"babe?"

Heopenedhiseyesandlookedupatme

Zeke(raspyvoice):"heybabe"

Ileanovergivinghimahug,heholdsmeback,I

wasabouttoletgobutheheldontometighter

Zeke:"don'tletgo"

Irelaxedonhimholdinghimastearsrandownmy

face.Westayedlikethatforawhile

Me:"I'msosorry"

Heletgoofmelookingatme

Zeke:"whatfor?"

Ishakemyheadshamefully

Me:"Iletmythoughtsrunwild...Ithoughtyou

were...(sighs)nevermind,I'mjustgladyouarealive,

whathappened?"



Zeke:"don'ttellmeyouthoughtIwascheatingon

you"

Ifoldmyarmslookingdown

Me:"Ithoughtyouwerewithheragain"

Helooksatmedisappointed

Zeke:"younevergoingtotrustmeareyou?"

Me:"Ido...

Zeke:"Noyoudon't,I'vebeenfaithfultoyou,Itrymy

besttoprovehowmuchyoumeantomeeachand

everyday,youcarryingmybaby,Iwouldn'twantto

doanythingthatwouldmakemelosethat"

Me(sighs):"Iknow,I'msorry"

Zeke:"Ihopethisisthelasttimewejumpinto

assumptionsandconclusionswithout

communication"

Inodvigorously

Me:"yesyouright,thiswasthelasttime"

HepullsmyhandandIleaninasweshareakiss



Zeke:"Icouldn'tbreathandIpassedoutintheoffice

andIwokeuphere,thedoctorsaysIhadasevere

anxietyattack,butIthinkI'mreadytogohomenow,

Ifeelfine"

Me:"Ithinkyoushouldstayheregetpropermedical

attentionbeforegoinghome"

Zeke:"Iwanttogohome"

Me:"okay"

Hemoveshislegssittingontheedgeofthebed

andIpasshimhisclothes

Zeke:"whatmakesdoctorssocomfortabletaking

offallmyclothes,includingmyunderwear?"

Ilaugh

Me:"tohelpyourbodyrelax"

Zeke:"yeahwellIthinktheyjustenjoyseeingthe

goodgood"

Weburstintolaughterashegetsupandthedoctor

comesintohaveatalkwithhimalsoofferinghim

totalktoaprofessionalpsychologist



Daddroveusbacktohisplacedroppinghimoff,I

tookmysuitcaseandweheadedbacktoourhouse

Zeke:"Ican'tbelieveyouhadalreadypackedandleft

withoutknowingwhathappenedtomeorwhereI

was"

Me:"youwerenotansweringyourcalls,Isaw

yesterdayhappeningalloveragain"

Zeke:"Idon'tknowhowwecanmakeusworkifyou

don'ttrustmelikethis,Ican'tevenhavefriends

peacefully,doesitmeanIcan'thavefemalefriends

orit'sjustthefriendIhavenowthatyouhavea

problemwith?"

Me:"Idon'tcarewhatgenderyouhavefriendswith,

allIwantisyourfaithfulness"

Zeke:"youdon'ttrustthatIcanbefaithful?"

Me:"Ido...howwouldyoufeelifIwasfriendswith

myex?"

Zeke:"ifthat'swhatyouwant,whoamItostand

againstfriendship,aslongasyoudon'tbreakmy



trust,I'lltrustthatourrelationshipmeansmoreto

youthanmakingthatkindofmistakeoflettingyour

friendoverstepboundaries"

Myheartsinksfeelingfoolishforbeinginsecure

andimpulsive

Me:"I'msorrybabe,Itrustyou,Iletmyinsecurities

getthebetteroutofme,I'llbemoreacceptingof

yourfriendshipwithNaomiandtrustthatour

relationshipmeansmoretoyouthanmakinga

mistakethatcouldbreakusup"

Hesighspullingmeintohisarms

Zeke:"I'llalsocommunicatemoreaboutmy

whereaboutssooner"

Inod

Me:"doyouwanttotalkaboutit?"

Wegetinsidethebedsheets

Zeke:"aboutwhat?"

Me:"youranxietyattack?Somethingmust've

triggeredit"



Hesighsclosinghiseyes

Zeke:"mymothertriedtokillherself,again"

Ishiftclosertohimtakinghishandintomine

Me:"issheokay?"

Zeke:"Noshe'snotokay,she'sneverbeenokay,

she'sinsane"

Me:"I'msosorrytohearthatbaby,youshouldgo

seeher"

Heshakeshishead

Zeke:"ifshewantstodiesobadthensheshould

justdie,clearlythere'snothingleftforherinthis

world,nothingevermatteredtoher,noteven

herself"

Me:"I'msureyourmotherlovesyou...

Zeke:"shedoesn't,sheneverhas,Idon'tevencare

becauseIalsohateher,she'ssleptwithsomany

menshedoesn'tevenknowwhomyfatheris,I'm

noteveninterestedinknowinghimanymore,Imean

what'stheuse?Hewasprobablysomejunkiejust

likeher,ifhecaredIwouldknowhim...I'mjustdone,



I'mdonetryingtofindoutwhoIamorwhereIcome

from,I'lljustcontinuelivingasthepersonIamnow,

theonewho'salwaysbeenthereforhimselfand

neverneededanyone"

Me:"theonewhohasmeandourlittlebundleofjoy

that'llbejoiningussoon"

Hesmileslookingatme

Me:"youjustfocusonbuildingyourownfamily,and

giveyourchildrenthethingsyouwishedyou

received,youhavebeengivenachanceatchanging

historythroughyourfuture(takinghishandtohold

mytummy)whichisinhere"

Zeke(sighsdeeply):"youareanincrediblewoman,

you'llmakeaverygoodmother,Icouldn'thave

chosenabetterwomantocarrymychildrenforme"

Ismilelostinhismesmerizingeyes

Me:"Iloveyoubaby"

Hepullsmecloserandwekissashegetsbetween

mylegs

.



.

.

NAOMI

.

.

.

Wewerebuttnakedcuddlinginthebackyard

watchingamovie,thankGodthewallsaretall,and

I'mdeeplysorryformyloudnesstotheneighbors,

babywashittingitsogoodIforgotwewereoutside.

Iwasgettingsleepy,it'sbeenahellalongday,

surpriseaftersurprise,Idon'tknowTruemanaged

toorganizeeverythingsoquick,whendidhecallhis

unclesortellmydad?Whendidhebuythesegifts?

Whendidheorganizeeverything,thishouselooked

likecupidtheGodoflovelivedhere.

IcheckthebabymonitorbesideTrueandit'sbeen

quietjustsleepingbabysounds.

Asmuchassleepingherewouldbenicebutitwas

gettingverycold



Me:"let'sgobackinsideplease?"

True:"sure,ofcourse,it'sgettingcoldouthere"

Wegotupandwentinsidetakingthegiftswithus.

Wecheckonthebabywhowasstillsleeping

peacefully.

WewerecuddledupinbedasIhadmybackonhim

whilehespoonedme.

Ikeptshiftingmyassupagainsthisenjoyingthe

feelingofhisdickagainstme

True:"love,stopthat,Ihaveworkearlytomorrow"

Me:"mmhmhm"

Ifeltmyselfgettingdeeperintosleepwhena

ringingphonedisturbedme

ItwasTrue'sandhetriedignoringituntilitwentoff.

Itriedgettingmysleepbackbuthisphonerang

again

Me(annoyed):"lovepleaseputitonsilenceor

answerit"



Hemoansinfrustrationlettinggoofmeandpicking

itup

True(sleepytone):"what?"

HisspeakerwasclosetomeandIcouldhearthe

personintheotherline

"Thebaby!I'mgivingbirth"

Hesatupimmediately

True:"Lelethu?Waityouhavingthebabynow?"

"Yes,areyoucoming?YousaidIshouldletyou

know"

True:"yeahyeahofcourse,okay,uhm,I'llbethere

justnow"

Iturnaroundlookingathimashiseyeslandonme

"Really?Youcoming?That'dmeansomuch"

True:"yeah,but..errrhnotnow,it'snotagoodtime

rightnow,I'llcometomorrowmorningokay"

"Whatareyoudoingrightnow?"

True:"I'llcomeseethebabytomorrow,hey,Iwish



youallthebest,you'restrong,Iknowyou'lldowell

anddelivermybabysafely,pleasebestrongforour

baby,okay?"

"I'lltry,he'sreallybig,Idon'tknowifIcanpushhim

out,thedoctorsaysIstillhavethreehoursbeforeI

givebirthandI'minsomuchpain"

True:"I'msorryaboutthat...you'lldofine"

"Okay,ifyousayso,bye"

True:"goodluck,bye"

Hehangsupandsighsheavilybrushinghisface

True:"thatwas....

Me:"Lelethu,Iknow,Iheard"

Helooksatmeasguiltflashesthroughhiseyes

True:"Iwon'tgo,ifyoudon'twantmeto"

IsighasIfeelmyheartsting

Me:"whywouldn'tIwantyouto,youshouldgonow

soyoudon'tmissit"

True:"Youmeanthat?"



Me:"yeah,Iknowyouwouldn'twanttomissanyof

yourkid'sbirthdays,ifyouleavenowyou'llbethere

inanhourandahalf"

Helooksatmeforawhileandsinkbackintothe

sheets

Me:"whatareyoudoing?Go,didn'tyouhearme?I

saidyoucango"

True:"Ihearallthat,butI'dratherlistentoyourheart,

I'mnotgoing,andthat'sokay,tonightisourspecial

night,I'mfinishingthisdaywithyoulove,tomorrow

isanotherday"

Hepullsmeintohisembracelockingmeinresting

ourfaceagainsteachother

Me:"myheartsaysgo,youwon'tbeabletosleep

afterthesenews"

True:"trustmeI'llsleep,goodnightmylove,Ilove

you"

Hepretendstobesnoring,Ilaughslappinghisface

gently

Me:"youdon'tevensnorewhenyousleep,soyou



can'tfoolme"

Iturnaroundgivinghimmybackandheholdsme

tighter,Isighandforamomentthereitfeltlikea

senseofreliefrushedthroughme,Iheldhisarms

aroundmeasIdozedoff

.

.

.

******

FlawlessLove

******

Tobecontinued

[06/08,03:07] :STRINGSATTACHED

INSERT62

•

•

•

•



•

NAOMI

•

•

•

•

•

Iwaswokenupbykissesonmycheek,Iopenmy

eyeslookingathim,Ismile,hewaslookingso

handsomealldressedupandsmellingsodamn

good.

True:"IjustwantedtosaybyebeforeIleave"

Ilookatthetimeonmyphoneitwasseveninthe

morning

Isatupstraight

Me:"yougoingtoP.E?"

Henods

Me:"okay,haveasafetripthen"



True:"don'tsulk"

Me:"I'mnotsulking"

True:"youliterallyaresulking,Iwon'tevenstay

therelong,Ihavealotofworktogetbackto"

Me:"sotodayI'llbealoneinthishouseagain"

True:"younotalone,Olumiishere"

Me:"youknowwhatImean"

True:"love,it'sjustforthisweek,nextweekyou'llbe

backatwork,justenjoythistimeoffplease"

Me:"Iwanttogowithyou"

True:"wheretowork?"

Me:"toPE"

Hesighsandsitsontheedgeofthebed

True:"why?"

Me:"whynot?"

True:"love,comeon,youhateLelethu,whywould

youwanttogotherewhenyouknowI'mgoingto

her?"



Me:"Iwanttoseeyourbaby"

True:"I'lltakepictures,he'llvisitsometime"

Me:"whydon'tyouwantmetogosobadly?"

True:"becauseIdon'tunderstandwhywouldyou

wanttogoseethesamepersonwhowasthecause

ofourbreakupandyoualmostlosingourbaby"

IsighasIfeelmyheartclutchinpain

Me:"whatifshetriestoseduceyou"

True:"babe,shejustgavebirth,trustme,shewillnot

haveallthatenergy,besidesIwouldn'tbetempted

evenifshetried"

Iheaveadeepsigh

True:"pleasetrustme,I'venevercheated,andI

neverwill,youknowhowmuchIhateit,it'sbeen

donesomanytimestome,Iwouldn'twishtoinflict

thatkindofpainonanyone,and...youknow,

Lelethu'smothersaidsomethingaboutnotbeing

surprisedifshewasn'tcarryingmybaby,Idon't

knowwhatexactlyshemeantbythat,butasmuch

asIwouldbehappyifthat'smybabyboy,I'dbejust



asmuchhappyifitwasn'tmine,sotodayI'mgoing

tofindthatout,Iwillnotallowhertomakemeinto

afoolandraiseanotherman'skid...I'mjustgiving

herbenefitofdoubtbecauseIknowshe'salways

beenindoorswhenIboughtherhereanddidn't

showanysignsofcheating,butsomewomenare

verygoodcheaterssoshemight'vefooledme"

Me(smiles):"andyouthoughtIwasbeingjealous

whenIsaidthesamething"

True:"Iknow,I'msorry"

Me:"it'sokay"

Myeyesexplorehisbody,hewasdressedsmartas

usualinhisformalskinnytrousers,acollarless

plainwhitePoloshirtandasuitjacketontop.How

amIsupposedtolethimgowhenhelookslikethis?

Me:"comegivemeakiss"

Hefrownsinconfusionbutstillmovescloser

sharinghisthicktastylipswithme.

Iwascravingforwaymoreandhiscolognewasnot

helping,Imassagedhisdickwhichgrewharderand



hardatthefeelofmyhand

Me(whispers):"Iwantyou"

True:"Ihavetogo"

Me:"butI'msowet"

Hecussesonmylipsashetakesoffhisjacket,I

unbacklehispantsashegetsoffthebedtakingoff

hisclothesimpatientlyputtingthemontheother

sideofthebed,hegetsbetweenmylegs,hespits

onmypussybeforerubbingitmakingitmorewet

ashebrusheshisdickbetweenmypussylipsand

slowly,Ipushedhiswaistawaybeforehecouldput

itin,Ipulledhimontomehugginghimthenflipped

usoverasIgotontopofhim,heraiseshisbrows

smilinginamusement,Imountedontopofhim

holdinghisdickandguidingitinsidemyvaginal

andslowlyslidinghimdeepinsideme,Istarted

movingmyhipsinmotionashisdickgrewharder

stretchingmeout,Ibouncedonhimupanddown

whileholdingontohischest

Wekissedhungrilyonelasttimeashebrokethe



kissandwalkedtowardsthecarstumblingabitand

gettinginside

True:"pleasekeepthatenergyforwhenIgetback,

fuckI'mlate"

Irushuptohimleaningintohiswindow

Me:"drivesafely"

True:"Iwill"

Me:"sorryformakingyoulate"

True:"I'llforgiveyouwhenyougivemeakiss"

Ileaninandweshareapassionatelingeringkiss.

Hewaslookingallcleanandhandsomeagainas

thoughIdidn'tjustravishhiminthatbedroom

Ipulloutaswefoolishlylookintoeachother'seyes,

IpeckhimmultipletimesasIjustcouldn'tget

enoughofhim

True(lowtone):"babyletmegoplease"

Me(lowtonewhilekissing):"gobaby"

True(stillkissing):"I'mgoing"



Me(kissing):"bye"

Hefinallyfindsthestrengthtopullawayand

reverseoff

True:"that'sit!I'mdonewithyouwoman!

Leavemealone!"

Ilaughoutloudwatchinghimspeedoff

Mybodyshiversingoosebumps,Ishakeitoff

excitedlybeforewalkinginwithahugesmileonmy

faceheadingstraighttomyprincess'sbedroom.

.

.

.

ZEKE

.

.

.

Iwasburiedinwork,todayallmyfocuswasonthe

bunchofworkIhadinfrontofmeandIfound



myselflostinitandenjoyingmyself,IlovewhatI

doandseeingnumbersgoupjustsparksupmy

passion.

Therewasaknockatmydoor

Me:"comein!"

Thereceptionistwalksinholdingabrownpaper

bag

Her:"hey"

Me:"hey"

Shecomesandsitsonthechairinfrontofme

Me:"isitlunchtimealready?"

Her:"yeah,Iboughtyouthedeliciousoxtailfromthe

soulfoodrestaurantacrossthestreetandsome

salads"

Shetakesthemoutandtheappetizingsmellfills

mynostrils

Me:"uhhthatlookssogood,Ididn'trealizeIwas

hungry"

Shehandsmemyfood,ChloethereceptionistandI



haveasortofclosefriendship,shewasthenicest

persontomewhenIfirstgothere,offeredmelunch,

showedmearoundthehugebuildingandwekind

offormedagoodofficefriendship.

Chloe:"so,uhmyourgirlfriendcameintheotherday

andyouwereout,shelookedkindapissed"

Me(sighs):"canwepleasenottalkaboutour

relationshipsoutsidework,pleasecanwerespect

that"

Shenodseatinghersalad

Chloe:"I'msorry,Ijustwantedtocheckifyouokay"

Me:"I'mfine,don'tworryaboutmebabygirl"

Shegiggleslookingdown,Ismileenjoyingmyjuicy

oxtail

Me:"thisisreallygood"

Her(mouthful):"tellmeaboutit"

Myphoneringsfromthetable,Iglanceatitand

noticeit'sBambi.

Ipushmychairbackwipingmyhandsquicklyand



pickingitupbutitslippedandfellundermydesk,

ChloeburstintolaughterandIwasfrustratedthat

it'dstopringing,Ifinallygotitandansweredright

away

Me(heavybreathing):"Hello?"

"(Laughs)didIdisturbsomething?"

Me(laughs):"No,Iwasjusteating"

"Eatingwhat?Oreatingwho?"

Weburstoutlaughing

Me:"eatingfood,it'slunchtime"

"Ohhokay,Iwishwecouldhavelunchtogether"

Myheartflatters,Ilookdownandfindmyself

smiling

Me:"really?Youmissedmethatmuch?"

ShegigglesandIcouldtellshewasrollinghereyes

"Comebacktoearthbuddy"

Me(chuckles):"ouch"

"MaybeIdidmissyou,justalittlebit"



Me:"I'lltakeit"

Welaughalittlebitandtherewasabitofsilence,I

lookedatChloewhowasgivingmeasuspicious

look,Isignalhertogoawayandshegetsup

swayingherwidehipssidetosideandclosingthe

doorbehindher

"Imissedyourcallyesterday,Iwantedtocheckif

yougood?"

Me:"ohyeah,Iwasanemotionalwreckyesterday,

I'mactuallygladyoudidn'tanswerbecauseI

would'veprobablyruinedyourday,Ishouldn'thave

calledyou"

"Oh...thatsoundsterribleZeewhathappened?"

Me:"Idon'twanttotalkaboutit,howwasyour

birthday?Itsoundslikeyouhadalotoffunjudging

byyourposts"

"(Gaspsexcitedly)ohhhmyGoshZeke,itwasthe

bestbirthdayever!TruepayedLobolacanyou

imagine?"

Me:"Iwouldn'thaveexpectedanythingless,the



dudeisseriousaboutyou"

"He'samazingmydaywasfullofbeautiful

surprisesandlotsofgifts"

Me(smiling):"hesureknowswhatyoutrulydeserve,

I'mhappyyouhappy"

"I'mdefinitelyhappy"

Isitdownsilently

"Hello?"

Me:"hey"

"Wecanhangouttomorrowforthepostbirthday

celebration?"

Me(sighs):"uhmthat'dbenice....

"Isenseabut....

Me:"but,tobehonest,myfeelingsforyouarestill

veryhotandburningstrongly,Idon'tthinkit'ssafe

formetobearoundyou,Icanseehowhappyyou

arewithTrueandIdon'twanttocomebetweenthat

again,Ithinkit'dbebestifwekeepourfriendship

distantthannormal,andcommunicatemostly



throughthephone"

Therewassilenceasshedidn'tsayanythingfora

longwhile

Me:"Bambi?Areyoustillthere?"

"Yeah,uhm,okay,Iunderstand...butdoesthatmean

wecan'thangoutorseeeachotheranymore?"

Me:"Imean,wecanstillhangout,butIdon'ttrust

myselfalonewithyou,honestly,youtoomuch

temptationformestill,soifwegoingtohangout

it'dbebestifit'swithotherpeoplewhoknowusas

well,orinpublicplaces,I'msorryMimiebutIstill

fuckenloveyousomuchandIregretthedayI

allowedfeartomakemelosesomethingsospecial

asyou,Ireallywantustobegenuinelyfriends

becauseIfeellikeyoudeservewhatyougetting

fromTrueandit'swaymorethanIcouldevergive

you,Idonotwanttoloseyouagainandthatiswhy

I'mtryingtomakeourfriendshipworkbybeing

honestaboutmyfeelingsandcomingupwithways

tokeepitgenuinewhilebeingfaithfultoour

partners.Idon'twanttohurtJordanandyouwould



neverhurtTruelikethat,soIthinkit'sbestthisway"

Ihearherheaveadeepsigh

"ThankyouforbeinghonestwithmeIdidn'tknowit

wasthathardforyoutobejustmyfriend,okay,we

cankeepitdistant,Iwouldn'twantanyonegetting

hurtbyourfriendshipeventhoughTrue

understandsanddoesn'tmind,butIguesshe

wouldn'tbesounderstandingifheknewhowyou

felt,thankyouforyourhonesty"

Me(sighsheavily):"yeah,Ithoughtwecouldgoback

tohowwewerebeforeallthoseyearsbutIrealized

itcanneverbethesameagain,andit'sforthebest

ifwekeepthedistance"

"Youabsolutelyright,uhm...(silence)....Ishouldgo

now"

Me:"wecanstilldopostbirthdaycelebration"

"Yeahdefinitely,youcancomeoverwithJordanin

theevening,I'llinvitemorepeopleandhaveamini

party"

Me(smiling):"thatsoundsgreat"



"Yeah,okaybye"

Shewasbeingabitawkwardnow

Me:"hey,IhopeIdidn'tmakethingsawkward"

"No,notatall,I'mjustshockedyouweresoopen

aboutyourfeelings,youhardlyeverdothat"

Me:"oh,yeah,Jordanhastaughtmetheimportance

ofhonestyandcommunication"

"IlikeJordanalready"

Webothletoutlittlechuckles

"ByeZeke"

Me:"byeBambi"

ShehangsupandItakeadeepbreathpushingmy

chairbackinthetable,IsmileasIfeelabitproudof

myself,maybethisisthefirststeptocompletely

gettingoverNaomi,bybeinghonestandsetting

boundariesbyrespectingbothourrelationships.I

reallylikeJordan,she'sanawesomewomanandI

wantustolastaverylongtime,IalsowantNaomi

tobehappy,it'sabummerIcouldn'tbethatguyfor

herbutit'stimeIletallthatgoifIreallywantour



friendshipbegenuine.

.

.

.

TRUE

.

.

.

Iwasholdingthetinyhumaninmyarms,hewas

lightbrownincolor,evenifIdoubteditwasmine,

thisbabyhadaresemble.Istilldon'tunderstand

howIgotLelethupregnant,IhonestlythoughtIwas

careful,butIguesswhenitcomestosexyoucan

neverbetoocareful.

Lele:"he'shisfather'ssonisn'the?"

Me:"it'sstilltoosoontotell,he'sacutebaby

though"

Lele:"thankyouforallthebabythingsyoubought,I

appreciateit"



Me:"it'sformybaby"

Lele:"ofcourse"

Me:"IaskedthedoctortodoDNAtests,soinafew

dayswecanreallybesurethat,heishisfather's

son"

Hersmiledisappearsasangerflashesthroughher

face

Lele:"whoelsecoulditbeforTrue?Youknowyou

theonlymanIwaswith,theonlymanIknewin

Capetown,Iwasalwaysstuckinthehouse,who

couldIpossiblycheatonyouwith?"

Ilookatherforawhile

Me:"Idohavetwomenwhoareresponsibleformy

yard,Idon'tthinkyoucouldstoopthatlowbutit's

notimpossible"

Hermouthdropsinshock,Ialsodon'twantto

believeshecould'veslept,Leleholdsveryhigh

standardsandisawomanofclass,it'swhat

attractedmetoher,shewasthetypicalwomanI've

alwayswentfor



Lele(scoffs):"Ican'tbelieveyourightnow"

Ishrugmyshouldersandhandthebabybacktoher

.

.

.

NAOMI

.

.

.

Ihatestayingindoorsalldayanddoingnothing.

WellIdidpostalotofcontent,Ididn'tgettoupload

abirthdayvlogsinceItookshortvideoshereand

thereyesterday.IwillwaituntilthelittlepartyI'll

throwtonight.

IdidcallTrueandtoldhimaftertalkingtoZeke,I

didn'tgetthechancetospendmydaywithmy

friendsyesterday,sotodayIplannedtothrowa

littlelatepoolparty.Truehadnoproblemandalso

askedtoinvitesomeofhisfriends.I'venever



officiallymetTrue'sfriends,IonlyknowBandilebut

we'venevermet.Ithoughtheonlyhadonefriend

becausehealwaystalksonlyaboutBandile,butthis

isTheeTrueMasekoafterallI'msurehehasa

thousandfriends.NowIwasfeelingabitnervous

meetingthem.Iinvitedmycolleaguefriendsand

myclosefriends.

Dadhasjustleftwithmybaby,heofferedtokeep

herforthenightsoIcouldenjoymyparty,itreally

hurtsseparatingfrommybaby,buthesaidhe'll

returnhertonightafterthepartyifIwantedhimto

orinthemorningifIdidn'tmind,butIthinkI'llwant

herbackrightaftertheparty,Idon'tknowifI'llbe

comfortablesleepingwithoutmybabyinthebed

betweenTrueandI.

ThankstoTruehefoundsomeonewhocouldsetup

theyardandtheloungeformeAsapalsohischef

friend,itonlytookanhourandahalftosetup

everything.Butthefoodwasstillcooking.



Iwaswearinganavybluecrisscrossbathingsuit.I

putonatransparentnetoverittonotmakeit

obviousthatI'mshowingtoomuch.

ThedoorbellrangasIwasfixingmyhair,itwas

wetandcurlyasIletitloose.

ItakemycameradoingandintroducingvideoasI

headeddownstairstowelcomemyfirstguest.

IopenthedoorandscreamwhenI'mnetbyStella,

weshareahugasshespinsmearound,Igreether

friendthatshecamewith,therewasatablewhere

theyputthegiftstheybought

Stella:"sothisisAngelamygirlfriend,Angela,thisis

Naomimyclosefriend"

Angela:"nicetomeetyou"

Weshareanotherhug

Me:"nicetomeetyoutoo"

ThedoorgoesoffagainandIgoopenrecording

andmyfriendsfromthestudiowalkinbaringalot

ofgifts.

Ileadthemtothesetupoutside



MoreunfamiliarfacespoppedupandIguessitwas

True'sguests,itwasawkwardbecausehewasn't

heretointroduceus,buttheymanagedtointroduce

themselvesandsomeIknewfromsocialmediaand

TVpersonalities,Ididn'texpectwomenbuthe

invitedsomereallybeautifulwomenwhowalkedin

ourhousehalfnakedinswimsuits.

Iwastryingtopayattentiontoeveryonebuttheyall

seemedtobecomfortableanddidnotmakethings

awkward.

IwasstilltalkingtotheladiesasIsawTruecoming

inwithsomeguy,theylookedliketwoshirtless

modelscominginforaphotoshoot,Itookpictures

ofhimashesmiledcomingtowardsme.Whendid

hegetintothoseshorts?HonestlyIjustwantedto

coverhimup.

Wesharedatightlonghugbeforekissingforabrief

moment.

True:"Love,thisisBandilemybrofromanother



mother,Bandile,youalreadyknowwhothisis,my

beautifulwife"

Me(smiling):"nicetofinallymeetyouBandile"

Weshareabriefhug

Bandile:"nicetofinallymeetyoutoo"

Hetookmyhandinhisandintroducedmetomore

ofhisfriends,Ilikedhowhe'dholdmeandkissme

anywhereonmybodyshowingmeaffectioninfront

ofeveryone,hewastreatingmelikeaqueen,allmy

insecuritieswerethrownoutthewindowandIfelt

morecomfortablearoundhissexyfemalefriends.

IlookedaroundandtherewasstillnosignofZeke,

thepartyhadlongstarted,speechesweremade.

Foodwasserved,andnowthealcoholwasbeing

downedandthemusicwasgood.Peoplewere

gettingalongratherwellmakingupgamesandit

wasgettingwilderbytheminute.

Icouldn'tdrinkanditsuckedbutIcouldn'trisk

messingupmyhealthoveramomentoffun.



Ifeltsomeonetappingmyshoulderfrombehind,I

turnandmyfacelitsupassoonasmyeyeslandon

him.Istandup

Me(smiling):"youcame"

Weshareahugashewrapshisarmsaroundmy

waist,wequicklybreakitasIturntobemetbya

familiarbeautifulbrunettewithnicelongblackhair.

Zeke:"Mimie,thisisJordan,JordanthisisNaomi"

Ileaninforahugbutshestretchesoutherhandfor

ahandshake,Ishakeherhand.

Me:"it'snicetomeetyou"

Shenodswithoutsayinganything,okay.

.

.

.

******

Let'sgetthepartystarted



******

Tobecontinued

[06/08,03:07] :STRINGSATTACHED

INSERT63

•

•

•

•

•

ZEKE

•

•

•

•

•

WhenNaomisaidshe'llbethrowingaminiparty,I

didn'texpectthismanypeople,butIguesstheyare



popularafterallandhadmanypeopletochoose

from.

IthoughtaboutnotcomingbecauseIknowI

wouldn'tbeabletotakemyeyesoffherorI'ddo

somethingthat'dmakeJordanorTrue

uncomfortable,Ididn'tknowhowtoactaroundher

anymoreandIknewI'dfeeluncomfortableactingin

awayIdon'tusuallyactaroundher,Iusedtobe

completelyfree,nowI'mevenaftertohugher.

Thepartywashellafunandtherewerebeautiful

womeninbathingsuitsalotofbootywaswalking

aroundmostweretoorevealing,Iwastryingmy

besttonotlookwhereI'mnotsupposedtobe

lookingandalotofguysherewe'refeelingmy

struggleandwejokedaboutitwhilethewomen

wereinthepoolswimmingandbeingverycuteand

sexy,somemenweresingleandsomeweren't,but

wewerecheckingoutalltheirassesandlaughed

aboutit.

IsawNaomicomingoutofthepoolasshejumped

upfromthewaterlikeamagicalmermaid,my

mouthalmostdroppedasthewaterdrippeddown



herherherbuttgiggling,fuck,I'vebeentryingtonot

lookherwaybutshehadtocomeoutrightinfront

ofme,shebentoverwipingherlegs,herbutt

cheekswerealloutherskinwasstillveryclear,she

turnedaroundandoureyeslocked,shewaslooking

sofit,Ilookedawayandmyeyesimmediately

landedonTruewhohadhiseyesonmeanddidnot

lookhappy.Fuck!Itwashardtomoveawayfrom

theguysasIknewmybonerwouldprobablybe

veryvisible.

Ifinallyfoundthestrengthtowalkbackintothe

housetogetmyselfanotherbeer.

Iwasalreadydrunk,butIopeneditanywayandsat

onthecouch,therewasonlythreepeopleherein

theloungeasIsatonmyownontheemptycouch.

Jordanwasbythepoolwithotherladies,although

shewasabituncomfortablewhenwearrived,

Naomibeingthebubblyfunnypersonshewas

managedtogettoherandtheygotalongprettywell

andsoonenjoyedherself.



"Hey"

IlookupandIclosemyeyeslookingawayasI

noticewhoitwas,shesitsnexttome

Me(lookingbackather):"heybirthdaygirl"

Wehaven'ttalkedalonesincewegothereandI

introducedhertoJordan

Naomi:"whyyousittingherebyyourself?"

Me:"Icametogetabeer"

Naomi:"sorryIdidn'tgetthechancetotalktoyou"

Me:"it'scool,youhavealotofguests"

Shesighsandleansback,shecoveredherlower

partofherbodywithashorttowel.

Me:"youtired?"

Naomi:"yesbutthatswimwasrefreshing,Ineeded

that"

Me:"yeahyoudid"

Shelooksatme



Naomi:"yourgirlfriendisreallybeautiful,shelooks

likeoneofthoseAmericanLAgirls,she'shot,nice

andpetite,Iseewhysheattractedyou"

Shejustdescribedherself

Me:"yeah,sheisabeaut"

Naomi:"ohhandcongratulations,shetoldmesheis

pregnantwhenIofferedheradrink,wowZeke,you

goingtobeadaddy"

Ilaugh

Me:"yep,whowould'vethought"

Naomi:"Iwould've,Iknewthatsomedayyou'dfallin

loveandhaveafamilywithsomeone,andhereyou

are"

Me(lookingintohereyes):"yeah,Iguessso"

Naomi:"areyouhappy?"

Isighlookingawayfromher

Me:"yeah,I'm..I'mhappy,yeahI'mhappy"

Naomi(smiling):"that'sgood,soonyou'llbeready

forthenextstepandpopthequestion"



Ilookatherandlaughabitshakingmyhead

Me:"yeah,thatisstillfarfrommymind,maybein

thelongrunafterafewyearsbutrightnowIjust

wanttofocusmoreonmycareerandbuildastrong

financialfoundationopenmyownfirm,beforeIcan

eventhinkaboutmarriage"

Shenodsunderstanding

Naomi:"Igetyou,andbeingaman,thatmustbe

reallyimportantforyoutohavestrongfinancial

stabilityandbeaproviderforyourfamily"

Ilookintohereyesandmyheartwasintoomuch

painrightnowIcouldn'thandleit.

Me(somberly):"yeah...

Sheputsherhandoverminebrushingit

Naomi(lookingintomyeyes):"yougoingtodookay"

"Iseverythinggoodhere?"

Sheremovesherhandturningbacktohim

Naomi:"Love...

Shegetsupashewelcomesherintohisarms



sharinganintimatekiss,thetoweldropsashe

grabsherasstightly.

Igetupandwalkaway

.

.

.

JORDAN

.

.

.

Iwaschillingwiththeladiesandsomeoftheguys,

everyonewasfuntobearound,Iwashavingfunfor

thefirsttimeinalongtime,,sinceZekestartedhis

careerwe'vecutoutalotongoingoutandhaving

funinthenightlifeandnowwiththebabycoming

we'llbeevenmorerestricted.

IsawTruewalkingawayfromusintothehouse,I

noticedhowNaomiwentinthereafterZekedidand

theywereprobablychillingtogether,Ididn'twantto



causeascenesoIletthembebutIthinkTruewas

alsostartingtogetcurious.

Ifeelhandssnakearoundmywaistandakisson

myneckasIturnaround

Zeke:"weshouldgetgoing"

Me:"already?"

Stella:"awwwewerestillhavingsomuchfun"

Me:"yeahbabe,canwestayabitlonger?"

Zeke:"Ihaveworktomorrowmorning,I'msorry

guys"

Everyoneboossadly,it'sshockinghowwewereall

enjoyingeachother'scompany,I'vemadestrong

friendshipconnectionswithsomeofthegirlsand

guys

Me:"okaywecangobabe"

Webideveryonegoodbye

Me:"waitcanIgosaybyetoafewmorepeople?"



Zeke:"yeahofcoursebabe,I'llwaitinsidethehouse"

Iwalktowardstheotherguys

Me:"heyguys"

Bandilelooksupatme

Me:"Iwantedtocomesaygoodbye,itwasnice

meetingyouall"

Theyallsaygoodbye

Bandile:"oh,youleavingalready"

Me:"yeah"

Hecomesoutfromthecrowdcomingtowardsme

walkingusawayfromtheothers

Bandile:"Ican'tbelieveyouleavingalready"

Me:"yeah,Ihadareallygoodtime,Ienjoyed

chattingwithyou"

Bandile:"Ienjoyedchattingwithyoutoo,willitbe

tooforwardifIaskedforyournumber?"

Istopwalkingandlookathim

Me:"Ihaveaboyfriend"



Bandile:"youtoobeautifulandmaturedtobehaving

aboyfriend,youawomanwhoneedsaman,a

husbandsuitsyoubetter"

Ilaughcoveringmymouthavoidinghiseyes,Ilook

backupathimandhehadhisColgatewhiteteeth

grinonhisface

Me:"youareverycharmingbutIlovemy

boyfriend...Imean,myman"

Hechuckleslookingatmewithhispantydropping

look,hemovedhischestmusclesplayfully,Ishake

myheadlookingawaytryingtorefrainfromsmiling.

Me:"Ishouldgo,itwasnicemeetingyou"

Bandile:"JordanLakewood,sinceyouwon'tgiveme

yournumber,IguessI'llbestalkingyouon

Instagram"

Me:"pleasestayawayfrommeBandile,youwill

causeproblemsforme"

Iwalkawayfromhim,Ilookbackathimashe

seductivelylickshislips,Irollmyeyesshakingmy

headasIheadtowardsthehouse.



IfoundTrueandNaomicozilyholdingeachother

whilehavingaconversationwithZeke.

Me:"hey,wecangonow"

Naomi:"ohwewerejusttalkingaboutyou"

Me:"goodthingsIhope"

True:"Zekewassharingwithusthatyouguysare

expecting,congratulations"

Me:"thankyou"

Zeke:"wherehaveyoubeen"

Me:"Igotcaughtupinconversation"

Zeke:"okay,well,thiswasaveryfunevening,Bambi,

happybirthdayonceagainandIhopeyouenjoythe

restofyourevening,congratulationstoyoutoo

onceagain"

WegettothehouseandZekeheadsstraightto

workonhislaptopafterwefinishedtakinga

showertogetherwhichwasverysteamyand



inappropriate.

Igotinbedandsnuggledupagainsthimtryingto

gethisattention,theoneroundintheshowerwas

notenoughandIneeded,Idon'tknowifitwasmy

hormonesbutIwasfeelingverysexuallyfrustrated

andIneededthebadboyZeketonightbuthewas

notgivingmetheenergyback,themomentinthe

showerwasnotashotasheusuallyis.

Zeke:"babe,I'mtryingtoconcentrate"

Me:"Ithoughtwe'vediscussednotbringingworkto

bed?"

Zeke:"okay,I'llgotothelounge"

Hegetsupmovingmyhandsfromhim,myheart

dropslookingathimbeingcoldtome

Me:"Zeke,pleasecomebacktobed"

Zeke:"I'llbeback,Ijusthavetosortoutafew

things"

HewalksoutoftheroomnotlisteningtowhateverI

hadtosay,IfeelangerbrewinmeandIthrowa

pillowtowardsthedoor.



Ifoldmyarmsastearsburnmyeyes.Idon'tknow

what'sgoingoninZeke'shead,oneminutehe'shot

thenextminutehiscold,it'sreallyconfusingandit

hurtsmyheart,eversincehe'sfoundouthisgoing

tobeafather,thenitbecameworsewhenhe

mendedhisrelationshipwithNaomi.

I'msosickofhimmakingmefeelnotwanted,and

alsomakingmefallmoreandmoreinlovewithhim

atthesametime.I'vealsobeenattractedtobad

boysbutI'veneverfellthisdeeplyinlovewiththem

becauseIknewtheywerefuckedupinthehead,

Zekehasprovedtobeagoodbadboy,he'stheonly

guywhohasn'tcheatedonmethroughoutour

relationshipandI'vealsobeengood,he'sdefinitely

changedthewayIviewedandtreatedmeninthe

past.Webothhavesacrificedthatsideofusfor

eachother.ButnowI'mlostandI'mnot

understandingwhereZekeisat.

ItakemyphonewhenIhearabunchof

notificationsbeepingthroughmyphoneIloginto

Instagramandhadabunchofheartnotifications,it



waslikesfromBandile.Asmilecreepedonmyface,

Ican'tbelieveheactuallysearchedandfoundme,I

wenttohisprofilelookingthroughhispictures,he

wassuperhot,asexGod,almostallhispicture

wereofhimshirtlessandsomeinsuitsveryclassy

inexpensiverestaurants,eatinggoodfood,in

privatejets,onprivateyachtwithfriends,hewas

verywelltravelled.

HispictureswithhisbestfriendTrue,theywere

melaninhandsomementheirtestosteronelevels

wereonsteroids,Icannotbelievethatamanlike

himissingle,judgingfromhistimelineheseems

verywelltravelled.Hehadalotoffollowers.

IgointomyDMsandhis"hey"wasatthetopofall

theotherDMsI'vebeenignoring

Icontemplateansweringhim.Ilookawayfrommy

phonethoughtfully.Isighswitchingoffmyphone.I

trulylovethatidiotZeke,Igetinthecoversandtry

tofallasleep

.

.



.
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.

.
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Wehadjustaccompaniedthelastofourguests.

Wererelaxedonthecouchassoonaswewere

alone.

Me:"finally,wealone"

Naomi:"yes!thoughtthey'dneverleave"

WelaughasshewassittingbetweenmylegsasI

heldherfrombehind

Naomi(sighs):"Imissedyousomuch"

Me:"Imissedyoumylove"

Sheturnsherheadandweshareakiss

Naomi:"thankyouforallowingmetothrowaparty

lastminute"

Me:"anythingforyouyourhighness"



Shegigglesturninghedhardagainforanotherdeep

kiss,we'vebeenstuckoneachothersincethe

morningoftoday,it'slikewitheachpassingdaythe

sexualattractionbetweenusincreases,Ihonestly

can'tgetenoughofher

Naomi:"ImissmybabyIthinkdadshouldbringher

now"

Me:"love,Ithinkweshouldletyourfatherhaveher

forthenight,she'llcomeinthemorning,Iwantyou

alltomyselftonightnodisturbanceinbetween"

Shelooksatmeandsmiles

Naomi:"Iwantyoujustasbad,but,wedoneedto

talk"

Myheartskipsabeatinworry

Me:"whatdoyouwanttotalkaboutlove?"

Naomi:"yourday,howdidyourdaygo?"

Isighheavily

Me:"myday,mydaywasgood....

ShesitsupandsitsbesidemefocusingonwhatI



hadtosay,shewasgivingfiercevibes,itwassexy

andabitscaryasIdon'tknowhowshe'sgoingto

feelaboutwhatI'mgoingtotellher.

Me:"yeahsoIgottoQeberhaandthebabywas

alreadyborn,hewasbornaroundfiveinthe

morning...

Shenodswithaseriousface

Me:"yeahhelooksnothinglikeme,buthis

completionisdarker,soIdon'treallyknowifhe's

mineornotsofar"

Naomi:"okay....

Me:"yeahIdidDNAtestandoursampleswere

takenso,wecanonlywaittofindout"

Naomi:"youleftherinthesamehospitalyoumade

theDNAtestsin?"

Iclosemyeyesandcussatherreasonable

assumption

Me:"yes"

Naomi:"doyoutrusthertonotmanipulatethe

doctor?"



Me:"Idon'tthinkshe'sgoingtodoit,Ithinkshe

knowswhatI'ddotohershouldshedeceivemelike

that"

Shesighsfoldingherarmslookingatme

ThesilencewastooloudasIwastryingtofigure

outwhatwasgoingthroughhermind

Me:"what'sonyourmind?"

Sheshakesherhead

Naomi:"Ijustdon'ttrustLelethu,Ithinkshe'snot

donewithusyet,aslongasthisbabyisyours,she'll

foreverbepartofourlives"

Me:"ItrustyouandIandI'mnotworriedabout

Lelethu,becauseIknowwhat'sinsidemyheartand

howIfeel,nothingandnoonewillchangethat,if

Lelethuthinksshe'sgoingtousethebabythen

she'sgotanotherthingcomingforher,Ipromise

youmylove,youhavenothingtoworryabout,trust

me"

Shesmileshoodinghereyesatme

Naomi:"Itrustyou"



Ismileasshemovescloserbackintomyarms

Me:"sotellmeaboutyournight?"

Naomi:"mynightwasgreat,Ilovedeverythingabout

it,itwasnicemeetingallyourfriends,theyare

superfunandeasygoing"

Me(chuckles):"thosearenotallofthembuttheyare

thefewIcallforsomefuntime"

Naomi:"welltheywerealotoffun"

Me:"yeah....

Shecontinuestalkingabouthowsheenjoyed

herself

Me:"so...youanZeke...

Ibringitup,Ididnoticehowtheydisappeared

togetherforalongtime,howshewasholdinghim

butletgowhenIshowedup.ItrustherbutIdonot

trusthimatall,notafterIsawhowhewaslooking

atherwhenshecameoutofthepooltopointwhere

heevengotahardon.

Naomi:"whataboutmeandZeke?"



Me:"iseverythinggoodbetweenyoutwo?Isensed

abitoftension"

Sheshiftsuncomfortably,mybrushmyhandson

hertummyuptoherboobmassagingthem

Naomi:"wearestillgood,he'sjustbeendealingwith

alotemotionally,uhmI'mnotsurewhatitisyet

becausehedoesn'twanttoopenupaboutit"

Me:"soyouguysarecoolasfriends?Hasyour

friendshipprogressed?Arethefeelingsstillthere?"

Shesitsuplookingatmeforawhile

Naomi:"uhmyeah,wearestillcoolasfriends,Ifeel

likeitwilltakeawhileforourfriendshiptobecome

likeitusedtobewithabitofchangesof

course..errh...there'snofeelings,Idon'thave

feelingsforhimanymore"

Me(nodding):"what'sabouthim?Doeshestillhave

feelingsforyou?Havey'alltalkedaboutthem?"

Sheshakesherheadlookingintomyeyes,she

didn'tbreaktheeyecontactsoIguessshewas

tellingmethetruth



Naomi:"No,hedoesn'thaveanyfeelings,he's

seriousaboutJordan...andI'minlovewithyou"

Icouldsensealittlebreakinhertonebutshe

gatheredupherwords,lookingmeinmyeyes,I

smilealthoughuncertainIdecidetotrusthermore

thanIdon'ttrusthim

Naomi:"yeahbabe,youhavenothingtoworryabout,

Iloveyou"

Shecomesuptomeandkissesme

Naomi:"andI'mgoingtomarryyou"

Wekissagainasitgetsheated.

Ipickherupandweheadupstairstothebedroom

.

.

.

TWOMONTHSLATER

*****

Maturityisthecapacitytoendureuncertainty
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Dad:"soyoudoingit,youreallygoingtomarryher?"

Amanda:"pleasedon'tdoitbro,she'sgoingtoleave



youagain"

Me:"canyoualljuststop,IloveNaomi,sheloves

metoo,wearegettingmarriedtodayandthere'sno

turningback"

Iturnedlookingoutthewindowandourwedding

venuewasbeautifullysetoutside,theweatherwas

perfectandthesunwasout.Apartofmewas

afraid,weddingsaremyleastfavoriteplacestobe

at,Ihaven'tbeeninonesinceIwasleftatthealtar.

Me:"it'stime"

Ilookatmyselfinthemirroronelasttime,Iwiped

mysweatyfacebeforeheadingouttothevenue.

Everyone'seyesonmeasIwalkeddowntheaisle

mademystomachturn.I'vetriedtobe

understandingofNaomi'srelationshipwithZeke

butthey'vebeenverycloseforthepastmonths,

she'sbecomeclosetoapointthereseemstobeno

boundariescreated,I'veneverfeltthisinsecure,she

keepsreassuringmethatthere'snofeelingsand

nothingishappeningbetweenthemandthere's

nowdoubtinmyheart,somethingthatwasnever



there.

ThemusicdieddownasIwaitedatthealtarforthe

loveofmylife.

Therewassilenceaseveryonewaitedforherto

makeherentrance,myheartwasbeatingoutofmy

chestasmyfacewassoakingwet,sweatdripping

uncontrollably.

Thewaitwastakingtoolongaspeoplestarted

whisperingwonderingwhereshewas,Icouldfeel

myheartclosetostopping,itwasbeatingsofastit

blockedmybloodflowIcouldn'tbreathaspainful

memoriesofmyexbriderunningawaywithanother

manhauntedmybrain.

Shefinallyshowsuplookingsobeautifulalmost

unrealisticasshemadeherwaydowntheisleand

finallywasrightinfrontofme.

Naomi:"beforewegoanyfurther,Ijustwantedto

saythis,I'msorrytohaveledyouonuntilthisfar,I

thoughtIwasdoingwhatwasbestforme,butIwas

onlydeprivingwhatwasbestformyheart,Itriedto

moveon,butIcan'tcontrolwhat'sinmyheart,I'm



inlovewithanotherman,Ican'tmarryyouTrue,I

hadsexwithZekebeforewegotbacktogetherand

thatbabyishis,I'msorrybutIwanttobewithZeke,

Itriedtoloveyou,youagreatmanandIhopeyou

findtheoneforyousomeday,I'mjustnottheone,

sorry"

ShewalksawaytowardsZekewhowaswaitingfor

heratthebackandtheylefttogether.Myheart

shatteredintoabillionpeaces

Dad:"Itoldyou!"

Amanda:"youshould'velistenedtous"

Lelethu(laughing):"hahahahahasoyouchosethat

insteadofme!!Servesyouright!"

Thesoundofmygutwrenchingcryechoedthrough

thesilentcrowdofpeopletakingphotosofmy

despair

Me(crying):"Noooo

"Love"

"Love!.....



Ifeltsomeoneshakingme

Me:"Nopleasedon'tdothistome....

"Truewakeup!

Me(crying):"Iloveyouplease,pleasecomeback....

"Lovewakeupplease....

Iwokeuppantingandoutofbreathwithsweat

drippingfrommyface

Naomi:"Love?Areyouokay?"

Shewassittingontoofmewithaconcerned

expression

Me:"youhere....

Naomi:"yes,youwerehavingabaddream?"

Me:"morelikeanightmare"

Sheleansoverhuggingme

Naomi:"I'msorrymylove,itwasjustadream,

pleasecalmdown"

Iheldhertightlyandawaveofreliefflashedover



methankingGodthatitwasjustadream

Me:"itfeltsoreal,itfeltsodamnreal"

Naomi:"itwasn'trealbabe,youhereandI'mhere,

wearesafe,ineachother'sarms,youarenotinthat

nightmareandyouneverwill"

Isatupstillholdingher

Me(sighs):"Iloveyousomuch"

Naomi:"Iloveyousomuchmore"

Afterawhileofholdingeachotherweletgoaswe

lookintoeachother'seyes

Naomi:"whatwasthenightmareabout?"

Ilookatherforawhileandmyheartsinks

It'dreallyfuckmeupifshe'dleavemeforher

"friend"

Iheaveadeepsigh

Me:"Idon'twanttotalkaboutit,whatifIspeakit

intoexistence"

Naomi:"itmust'vebeenreallyscary,youeven



sweating,pleasetellmeyou'vebeenhavingthese

nightmaresforweeksnow"

Me:"Idreamtofourweddingday...

Naomi(smiling):"theoneintwodays?"

Me:"yeahthatone,youleftmeinthealtarand

runawaywithanotherman"

Hersmiledisappearslookingatme

Naomi:"isthatwhatyou'vebeendreamingaboutall

thesenights?"

Inod

Naomi:"whowouldIpossiblyeverleaveyoufor?"

Igiveheranobviouslook

Naomi:"who?"

Me:"yougoingtoactlikeyoudon'tknow"

Sheletgoofmynecklookingatmein

disappointment

Naomi:"Ithoughtwewerepastthat"

Me:"youliedtomeabouthimhavingfeelingsfor



you"

Naomi:"butIendeduptellingyouthetruth"

Me:"afterwhat?Weeks?andyoustillcontinuebeing

friendswithhim,stayingoutuntillate,thisweekend

youwentoutwithhimfortwoconsecutivedays

comingbackverylate"

Naomi:"Iapologizedaboutthat,Ididn'tonlygoout

withhimtherewerealsootherfriends"

Me:"yeahyouapologizedthefirsttimebutthenyou

didthesamethingagainthenextday"

Naomi:"butIthoughtyouunderstoodwhenItold

youaboutthefullweekendbachelorettepartiesthat

myfriendswillbedoingforme,yousaidyoudidn't

mind"

Me:"Ijustdon'tunderstandhowcomeZekeispart

ofyourbacheloretteparties,isitnotsupposedtobe

anallgirlsthing?ThelasttimeIcheckedthat'show

bachelorandbachelorettepartiesworked"

Naomi:"No,that'snotalwaysthecase,Ihavea

mixtureoffriendsnotfromjustonegender"



Me:"okayIgetthatbutIfeellikeyouandZekehave

beenabitflirtytoeachother,I'mnotstupidNaomi

becauseIwastherewhenyouwereobsessedwith

gettingZekeasyourboyfriendandyouusingallthe

flirtingtacticsthatIthoughtyou,fromthedownlow

flirtingtotheskyhighflirtingandyou'vebeendoing

thedownlowinnocentflirtingwithhim,amI

wrong?"

Shemovesherlipstosaysomethingbutgetslost

forwords,shewasdefinitelyhurtbymywords.

Naomi:"I...Ididn'tknowthat'showyoureallyfelt,I

thoughtallthistimeyouunderstood"

Me:"howwouldyoufeelifIbecamefriendswith

Izzie?OrLelethu?"

Naomi:"that'sunfair"

Me:"how'sitfairforyoutobefriendswithyourex?"

Naomi:"yousaidyouunderstood"

Me:"understandthatyoufriendswithyourexwho

stillhasdeepfeelingsforyou?"

Naomi:"Idon'thavefeelingsforhimthough....



Me:"butyouknowhowhefeelsaboutyouyetyou

stillcomfortablebeingfriendswithhim?Youknow

howheprobablylooksatyouandyoubeingso

comfortablebeingfriendswithhimmakesmefeel

likeyouenjoythattypaattentionfromhim,maybe

youtrulyinlovewithZekeandyoujustseemeasa

safeoption"

Shegetsoffmylapgettingoffthebed,Ithinkthis

conversationwasgettingmoreheatedthanshe

anticipatedittogo,butthesearemyfeelingsas

wellandtheyreallygettingcrushedbythis

friendshipthatIjustdonotbelieveisagenuine

friendship,ZekeisstillafterNaomiandNaomistill

hasromanticloveforZeke,evenablindmancould

seethisanditjustmakesmelookandfeellikean

idiotsupportingit.ItmakesmefeellikeI'makiss

asssimpandI'msettlingforsecondbest.Ihate

feelingthisway,IbelieveitwhenNaomisaysshe

lovesme,Ireallydo,butIdonotbelievethatshe

lovesmemorethanshereallylovesZeke,ifZeke

nevermessedup,she'dstillbewithhimandstill

madlyinlovewitheachother.Sheprobablyknows



she'llgethurtagainshouldshegobacktohimand

hasmoretrustinme.ButI'vefallentooballsdeep

inlovewiththiswomanandIwanttoreceiveitback

thesamewayorjustnotatall.

Naomi:"Ican'tbelieveyoubringingthisupnow,so

you'vebeenpretendinglikeyouokayaboutmy

friendshipwithZeke,fakingyourtrustinme,when

reallyyoudon'treallytrustme,youactuallythinkI

couldpotentiallyleaveyouforhimevenafter

everythingwe'vebeenthroughtogetherIdon't

believeyouthinkIaminlovewithhim,Ijustkept

Zekeasmyfriendbecausethat'showwestarted

andourfriendshipwasstrongerthanourromantic

side,there'ssomuchmorewesharedbeyond

physical,hewasreallyabrothertomeandall

feelingsforhimdiedthedayIfirsttoldyouIloved

you,thedayIchoseyouoverhim,thedayIfound

thatyou'dbethefatherofmychild,whenwemoved

intogether,thedayyouwentdownonyourknees

andaskedmetobeyourwife,whenyouaccepted

meandstillwantedtoshareyourlifewithmeeven

thoughyouknewitmightnotbeaverylonglife,I



knewthroughoutallthosetimesthatmyfeelings

forZekeweregoneandwouldnevercomeback,

becauseyoucompletelystolemyheartandI've

fallenunbelievablyinlovewithyou,evenwhenI

waswithZekeaftercomingbackfromcamp,allI

couldthinkaboutwasyou,theexcitementIthought

Iwould'vefeltforfinallywinningZeke'sheartwas

notthereatallbecauseyouwereallthatwasonmy

mind,yesithurtmewhenhejustleftmelikethat

becauseafterallIdidhaveastrongconnection

withZekeandIfeltabandonedandbetrayedbyhim

thathefounditsoeasytothrowourbondawaythat

easilywewerereallylikefamily(sighs)....ithurts

thatyou'dthinkI'dmakefriendshipswithmenout

ofspitetomakeyoujealousorbecauseIenjoythat

kindofattentionfromanothermanbesidesyou....

Thehurtinhereyesstabsrightthroughmychest,

I'mshattered,I'verippedoutapagefromherheart

andcouldfeelherpaininmyheart

Naomi:"allIknowisIcouldfallsickanddienext

week,Idon'thavethetimetobeplayinggamesand

messingaroundwithpeople'shearts,I'vebeen



completelyhonestwithyouandZekeaboutwhere

myheartisatandIthoughtweallunderstoodeach

other,butIguessyouunderstandingmyfriendship

withZekewastoogoodtobetruebecauseIknow

thatmostmenarenotcomfortableoracceptingof

malefriendswiththeirpartners.IfeellikeIdon't

wanttocuttpeopleIreallycareaboutoffbecause

lifeissoooshortandIfeellikeIneedeveryoneI

haveinmyliferightnowallinverydifferentways

thatiswhyIkeptmyfriendshipwithZeke"

Tearswerestreamingdownherface,thehurtinher

voicebrokeme

Shesighstryingtocollectherselfasshesitsonthe

edgeofthebeddistantmindedforawhileinsilence

Naomi:"but,youaremyhusband,Iloveyou

wholeheartedlyandyouandyourfeelingswill

alwayscomefirsttome,that'swhyI'vealwaysbeen

soopenandhonestwithyou,so.....ifyouwantme

tocutZekeoff...(sighsheavily)...Iwillrespectthat

anddoit"

Iheaveadeepsighclosingmyeyestryingtocutt



offthetearsstreamingdownmyface,ofcourseI

don'twantNaomitocutpeopleoffbecauseofmy

owninsecurities,asmuchasit'snoteasywatching

herbondwithZekeandmaybeI'mreadingtoo

muchintotheirfriendlinessmistakingittoflirting,if

Iaskhertocuthimoffit'dbeunfairtakingaway

fromherhappinessinordertofeelgoodaboutmy

relationshipwithher,butshouldn'twebemeeting

eachotherhalfway?Ialsosacrificealottomake

herhappy.Butit'dbemuchmoremeaningfulifit

happenednaturallyinsteadofmenaggingand

complaining.

Isighclosingmyeyesandpinchingthemwithmy

hand,Ihatethis,Ihatebeingtheotherguy,I'm

alwaystheotherguyanditsucks,itreallydoes

suck.

Me:"Iknowyouatapointinyourlifewhereyoujust

wanttobegoodwitheveryone,notholdingonto

angeronanynegativeenergy,but,Idon'twantyou

tocutoffZekecompletely,butI'dfeelcomfortableif

youtakeafewstepsbackandlovehimfroma

distance,Iunderstandyouwantittobelikeold



timesbuttherewerenoboundariesbackthenand

doingcozystuffthatyou'dnormallydowithyour

boyfriendwasokay,allI'msayingisIdon'twantto

bejustyourloverNewton,Ialsowanttobeyour

bestfriendandit'sheartbreakingthatyouhavethat

kindoffriendshipwithanothermanandnotso

muchwithme,I'dunderstandawomanbestfriend

becausetherearewaysyourelatetowomenthat

youwillnotfindinme,Ifeellikeourfriendshipis

overburiedbuyyourfriendshipwithZeke,it'sas

thoughyou'vedumpedmeasyourfriendthe

momentZekesteppedbackinandwe'velostour

friendship"

Shenodswipinghertears

Naomi:"okay,Iunderstandwhereyoucomingfrom,

Ididn'tknowthatthishurtyouthismuch,Ihadno

ideathisishowyoufelt(gettingup)I'mgladwehad

thistalk,Isuredohavealottothinkabouttoday"

Shesaidwalkingintothebathroom

Me:"ofcourseyoudo,it'salwaysbeenveryhard

choosingmeoverZeke,yethereIamchoosingyou



overmyfriendships,overmyownson,I'dliterally

stopanythingtoputyoufirst,butIguessthat'sjust

myfuckedupwayoflovingyou!"

Shedoesn'tsayanythingasshecontinuesdoing

whatevershewasdoinginthebathroom,fuck!

Igotupandmadethebed

.

.

.

ZEKE

.

.

.

Myphoneinmyhand,lookingatitanxiouslyhoping

sheanswersmycall,I'velostcountofhowmany

timesI'vebeentryingtogetholdofherbuthasn't

beenansweringmycallsforthepasttwodays.

Goingtoherfather'splacewillnothelpbecausehe

toldmeoffwhenIstoppedbyyesterday.



Thecalldropsafterawhileofringing.

Iclosemyeyesleaningbackandsighinfrustration

JordanandIhavebeenonbadtermsandhave

beenfightingforweeksnow,Isuspectthatshe

mightbecheatingonmebutshekeepsdenyingit

byswitchingeverythingonmeandmyfaults.

Icouldn'tfocusatworktodayIwasreallyworried

andangryatJordanforleavingwithouttellingme,

she'snotatherparentshousesowherecouldshe

possiblybe?ForwholetwodaysIhatethatshe

runsoffeverytimewehaveafight.

Isighandgetbacktowork,Ihavetobeproductive

todaybecauseI'vebeenslackingandthisweekend

waswaytoomuch.

.

.

.

TRUE

.



.

.

Theshootingofthemoviestartedamonthagoand

wewerebusywiththescenesthatwereactedout

hereinSouthAfricafirst,Ibelieveintwomonths

we'llbedoneandheadontoUSAfortherestofthe

movie.

Thepreparationsfortheweddingareinactionand

everythinghasbeenstressful,withthepreparations,

ourworkandalsowe'vebeenfightinglikecrazy

thesepastweeks,there'sbeenalotof

miscommunicationandmisunderstandingwe

cannotagreeonanythingandfightabouteverylittle

thing,themainissuehasbeenZekeandLelethu's

babywhoturnedouttobemine,thishascausetoo

muchtensioninourhomeandIseriouslydon't

knowhowwegoingtofixeverythingandgobackto

thewaythingswere.

(Sighs)Naomihasbeenmakingithardformeto

trusther,oneminuteshe'sallaboutmeandis

understanding,thenextshe'sbeingsneakyand



answeringZeke'scallsfromadistance,heractions

havebeenreallyheartbreakingandI'mnotasa

hundredpercentsureaboutmarriageasIwaswhen

Iaskedher.IhatehavingthesedoubtbecauseI

trulylovemyGirl,butIfeellikeI'mbeingplayed,

onceagain.

Iknewitwasabadideagivingloveasecond

chanceitalwaystakesmeforafool,I'malwaysthe

stupidoneattheendofifall.

Bandile:"Broyoulooklikeamillionbucks"

Ilookatmyselfinthemirror,Iwasfittingmysuitas

thetailorhadtomakeafewadjustmentswiththe

measurementsbutitwasperfectnow.These

preparationsstartedoutfunandmymostfavorite

thingtododuringtheweek,butnowI'mnotas

confidentanymoreandhavingmixedemotionsasI

wasnolongersurewheremywoman'sheartwasat

Bandile:"canyouatleastpretendtobehappy?"

Ilookathim

Me:"whattumean,I'mstokedrightnow"



Bandile:"could'vefooledme"

Me:"Ineedtogetoutofthis(tothetailor)it'sperfect,

Iloveit,I'llgohomewithittoday"

Tailor:"okay!Perfect!"

Iwalkbackinthechangingroomandchangeback

intomyclothes

Weleavethetailorwiththesuitanddriveoffaswe

wereusingmycar

Bandile:"arethingsstillthatbad?"

Isighshakingmyhead

Me:"Idon'tthinkshe'sreadyformarriageman"

Bandile:"sheisstillveryyoungandsheobviously

alwayslikedthepartylife,she'sstillfreshoutfrom

varsityandisgettingusedtotheadultlifewhilestill

tryingtokeepthefunsideofhersociallifealive,

marriageisahuuugefastforwardforher"

Me:"Iknow,butsheknewwhatitmeantgettinginto

arelationshipwithmeandIgaveherthechanceto

dodgeitwhenIpushedhertoZekebutshestill

camebacktome,I'veaskedhermultipletimesif



she'sreadyforallthatandwasopenabouthow

familyorientedIwasandwhatIwantedina

relationship,shehasreassuredmeathousand

timesthatshewashundredpercentreadyforitand

wantedthesamethingstoo.(Sighs)Now...Now

she'sreallyconfusingme,wearetwodayscloseto

ourweddingdayandI'veneverfeltsouncertain

aboutadecisionImade"

Bandile:"that'sbigman,Idon'twantyoutodo

somethingsobigandmeaningfulofyounota

hundredpercentsureaboutit"

Ishrugmyshoulders

Me:"wellwhatthefuckamIsupposedtodonow?

Weareliterallyonlytwodaysaway,peoplehave

alreadygottentheirinvites,there'snoturningback

now,IknowthatIwantandloveNaomiwithallmy

heartandthere'snooneelseI'dliketowifebesides

her,Ijustdon'tknowwhereIstandwithher"

Bandile:"youareinatoughsituation,Ithinkyouand

Naomishouldinvolveanelderlyfrombothsidesof

yourfamiliestotalktothebothofyou,orifyoucan



pullitoff,findaprofessionaltotalktowho'llbeable

tocounsely'allinamatteroftwodays(shrugs)"

*Silence*

Me(sighsheavily):"Idon'tknowmanmaybewe

shouldjustcancelthewholething"

.

.

.

ZEKE

.

.

.

Myphoneringsdistractingmefrommylaptop

Me:"hello?"

"HiMrNowell,it'sthehospital,canyoupleasecome

checkinwithme,Ihaveimportantnewstoshare

withyou"

Isighclosingmyeyesdefeated



ThisisthelastthingIneedrightnow

Me:"okay,canIpassbyafterworkorisitan

emergency?"

"Itisanemergency,pleaseifyoucan,comenow"

Me:"okay,I'llbethereinafew"

Idropthecall,it'sprobablymymotherwhotriedto

killherselfagainatthispointGodshouldjustgrant

herherwish,I'msickandtiredofthiswoman

hurtingmelikethis,Idon'tknowwhyheractions

stillaffectmyheartlikethis.

Igettothehospitalandwasdirectedtothedoctors

office,Isitontheoppositechair

Doc:"thankyouforcoming"

Me:"Idon'tlikecominghere"

Doc:"Iknow,it'snotthebestplacetobeat"

Me:"whyamIhereDoc?Didmymothertryoneof

herstuntsagain?"

Shesighslookingatme



Doc:"yourmother'sconditionwasgettingverybad,

sherejectedthemedication,shewasn'tserious

aboutgettingbetter,eveninhersanemindshe

didn'twanttobealive"

Me:"whatdoyoumeanwas?"

Shelookswithpityinhereyes

Me:"whatareyounottellingme?"

Doc:"yourmotherhitherheadonthewalland

crackedherskull,I'msosorry....

Myheartdropstomystomachasitfeelslike

someonejustrippeditoffmychest,whilemymind

wasstilltryingtounderstandtheinformationgiven

tomemyheartfelttheagonyasIburstintotears

cryinghysterically

Me(crying):"No....No....

Shecamearoundtryingtocomfortmeinahug

Me(crying):"No...please....

Ifeltmywholeworldcrumblingintopieces,thepain

hitmeunexpectedlylikeaheartattackasmyheart

shredded



.

.

.

NAOMI

.

.

.

Stella:"sowhatareyougoingtodo?Itseemslike

he'sreallypissed"

Me:"thingshavedefinitelybeenrocky,Ithinkhe

doesn'ttrustme,hethinksI'mfuckingZeke,which

isfarfromthetruthbecauseIwashonestwithZeke

andtoldhimtorespectmyrelationshipwithTrue,

we'vebeencoolandIfeellikeourbondgrewway

morestrongerthanitwasbeforebecausethe

romanticfeelingswereeliminatedfrommyside,I

onehundredpercentfeellikeIhaveabrotherin

Zeke,I'minlovewithTruebuthe'sjustbeengiving

offalotofunfamiliarbehavior,maybeI'mgettingto

seetheothersidesofhim,we'vehadourupsand



downsandIhatethatwe'vebeensodisconnected

whenwearesoclosetoourweddingday,Idon't

thinkhestillwantstomarryme,especiallyifI'mstill

thisclosewithZeke"

Stella:"butitseemslikeyouhavetosacrificeone

relationship,itdoesn'tlooklikeyoucanenjoybest

ofbothworlds,it'seitheryouchoosebrotherly

friendshipwithnoromance,orchoosetheloveof

yourlifeandalsomakehimyourbestfriendandget

twoinone...unlessthereisabitoffeelingsforZeke

andapotentialfora...

Me:"No...nowe'vecomesofarwithZeke,a

relationshipbetweenuswouldjustbeahundred

stepsback"

Stella:"Ithinkyou'llbehappierifyouchooseTrue,I

can'tbelieveyouevenconfusedaboutthis,that

manlovesyoutodeath,he'ddieforyouIknowfor

sureanditmustbehurtinghimthathehastoshare

aspotinyourheartwithsomeoneheknowsyou

oncefanciedandhadasexualrelationshipwith"

Isighcoveringmyfacewithmyhand



Me:"IwishIneverpursuedmyfeelingsforZeke,he

alwayswarnedmeaboutit,hetoldmeit'dmessup

ourfriendship,butIdidn'tlisten"

Stella:"youhavetoletZekego"

Me(shakingheadindisagreement):"Idon'tknow,I

don'twanttoloseZeke,I'veknownhimwaylonger

andhe'sconstantlyprovedhimselfasafriend"

Shesighdrinkingherwine

Stella:"soyougoingtobreakupwithTrue,and

breakyourlittlefamilythatyoustartedwithhimup,

isthatwhatyouwantforyourself?Foryour

daughter?Iknowyou'veknownhimashortperiod

oftime,buthasn'theprovedhimselfenough?You'll

leavetrueloveforfriendship"

Me:"it'snotjustfriendship,youdon'tunderstand"

Isighdefeatedandgetup

Me:"Ihavetogo,thankyouforaccompanyingmeto

fetchmydress"

Stella:"Ihopetoseeyouinitintwodays"

Weshareahug



Me:"bye"

.

.

.

TRUE

.

.

.

Iwasinthekitchencookingupastormformybaby

hopingtobreakthetensionbetweenusandhavea

peacefulnightandassureherthatIstillloveher

verymuchandIwantustocontinuebuildingon

whatwealreadyhave,I'vealwayswantedaclose

knittedfamily,Ialreadywillnothavethatwithmy

sonashe'llbepassedaroundbetweentwofamilies

hisfather'sandhismother's,Idon'twantthatfor

Tildaaswell,ifthingsdon'tworkoutwithNaomi

whichIpraytoGodtheydoIdon'tknowifI'llever

beabletomoveonandifIdo,it'lldefinitelynotbe

loveagainthat'sforsure,havingdifferentkidsfor



differentwomenwasneverpartofmyplan,butI

guessGodhadotherplans.

"Mmhhitsmellslikefoodheaveninhere"

Iturnaroundtofindherwalkingtowardstheother

sideofthekitchencounter

Me(smiling):"wellhellobeautiful"

Naomi(blushing):"hellohandsome"

Ileanoverfrommysideandweshareakiss

Naomi:"youcooked!Imissedyourcooking"

Me:"sorryI'vebeensobusythesepastweeks"

Naomi:"areyoukiddingmeIknowhowhectic

thingsareatworkIcanonlyimaginehowmuch

moreworseithasbeenforyou"

Itakeouttheplatesanddishupaswecontinue

talkingaboutourdaypickingupourattires

Wechillbythedinningtableasweenjoyourdinner

insilence.

Webothwantedtotalkaboutearlierthismorning

butdidn'tknowhowtobringitup,Ididn'twantthis



nighttoturnoutsourbutwehavetohaveaserious

conversationwithoutfightingbeforeourwedding

day.

Me:"areyouokay?"

Shenodschewing

Naomi:"I'mgood,areyouokay?"

Me:"Iwantedustotalkaboutearliertoday"

Shefinishesherlastbitoffoodfromherplate

puttingdownherforkandknife

Welookintoeachother'seyesforawhile,Istilllose

myselfinthemeverytimetheydrivemecrazy,this

moment,thislittlemomentrightheretakesmeback

toourcrazynightswhenshe'dcomeoverbeforewe

knewwehadlovethisdeepforeachother,maybeI

alwaysknewbutIwastooafraidtoembraceit

Naomi:"I...IjustwantedyoutoknowthatI'msorry...

Isighputtingdownmyforkandknife

Naomi:"I'vebeenselfish,youhaddonenothingbut

makemultiplecompromisesforme,youalways

makesurethatI'mcomfortableandhappyinour



relationship,youalwayssothoughtfulandkind,

you'veshowedmeabundantsupportandloveand

youalwaysputmyneedsbeforeyourown,I've

foundsomethinginyousobeautifulandnewtome,

andhonestlyIwishitneverends.....

Sheswallowslookingawayfrommyeyes,myheart

stungasIcouldsenseabombbeinglituptoblowit

upintoashes

Naomi:"Ihavefailedtoreturnallthesethingsback

toyouandforthatI'mdeeplysorry,you'venever

askedmeformuchandlettingyouinmyheartwas

enoughforyou....

Inodagreeing

Naomi:"nowthatyouaskforthisonecompromise,

tochooseyouoverfriendship,whichissomething

thatshouldn'tbethathardbecauseyouaremybest

friendmorethananythingaswell"

Me:"Love....

Naomi:"pleaseletmefinish...

Inod



Naomi:"Iknowit'shardtobelievethatmyromantic

feelingsforZekearenonexistentanymore,I

wouldn'tbelievemetooifIwereyou,specially

becauseyouweretheonetoknowaboutitand

experienceitwithmefirsthand(sighsheavily)but

wedidsharesomethingwaystrongerthanthat,I've

knownhimwaylongerandheispartofmyfamily,I

wasaloneforsomanyyearsaftermymompassed

away,mydadwastherebutnotreallythere

becausehewastooinvestedinhissecretfamily,he

missedoutonveryimportantmomentsofmylife...I

suckedatbeingsocialandmakingfriends,when

Zekecameintomylifehechangedeverything,he

boughtsomuchbrightnessinmydulllife,hegave

mebrotherlyloveandwantednothingbutsisterly

lovefrommetoo,wewerehappythatwayandmy

fatheracceptedhimashissonbecausehedidn't

reallyhaveanyfamilyashismotherwasina

mentalinstitutionandneverreallycaredabouthim,

IstartedseeingZekeinadifferentlightearlylast

yearwhenweplayedspinthebottlewithhisother

friendsfromschoolandwehadtokiss,eversince

thatkissIdevelopedasillycrushonhimand



mistookalltheplayfulnesshe'salwayshadtowards

meashimwantingmetoo,itjustbecameworse

fromthenuntilhestartednoticingbuttriedbyall

meanstostopit...andthenImetyouandyourplan

andeverythingelsethathappened....andnowwe

here"

Me:"nowwehere....ithappenedandwecan't

changeitthefriendshipwasstainedNaomi,how

amIsupposedtobeevercomfortablewithit?As

muchasyoudon'tfeelthesamebuthedoesand

onemistake,oneday,onemomentbetweenthetwo

ofyoualone,it'llbethenightofspinthebottleall

overagain,thenwhat?"

Shewipeshertearsaway

Me:"ithastobemeorhimNaomi"

Sheshakesherheadcrying

Naomi:"Iloveyousomuch...

TearsescapefrommyeyesitHurstthatthis

decisionissohardforher,asmuchasitpainsmeit

alsohurtsmehavingtomakeherdothistopeople

whobothmeanalottoher,butthisdecisionhasto



bemadetoassuremewhereIstandwhenitcomes

toherheart,mindandsoul.

Me:"Iloveyoumore,butyouhavetomakeachoice"

Naomi(crying):"Idon'twanttodothis...

Me:"......

Myheartstartspoundinghardasshepullsherring

offabit

Naomi:"Ireallydidn'twanttohavetodothis.....

Iwipemytearstryingtokeepmycomposure,she

wasdoingit,shewasreallyabouttothrowmyheart

awayjustlikethat

Herphoneringsonthetableasbothoureyesland

onitanditwasZekesavedas"Bestie "

Me:"pleasedon'tanswerthatrightnow"

Naomi:"itcouldbeimportant"

Me:"please,justchoosemeforonce...please"

Shelooksatmeforawhilewithtearsstreaming

downherfaceasshepicksherphoneupand

answersitlookingmeintheeyes



Naomi(tearfully):"hello....

There'ssilenceasherfacialexpressionchangesto

shockmixedwithhurt

Naomi:"I'llberightthere...

Andjustlikethatmyheartexplodesshatteringinto

pieces,myegoasamanhasbeenspaton,she

dropsthecalllookingatmeapologeticallyasshe

getsup

Naomi:"Ihavetogo....I'msosorryTruebutIhave

to...

Shetakeshercarkeyswalkingaway,Iwatchheras

sherunsoutthehouse,mybodyweakIjustsit

theresilentlyastearsuncontrollablystreamdown

myface

.

.

.

*******

Rareasistruelove,truefriendshipisrarer



*******

Tobecontinued
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•
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•

•

Iparkoutsidehisapartmentnexttohiscar.Imake

mywayinsidethehousewithmyheartbeatingfast



asthehousewasdarkhopingandprayinghedid

notdoanythingtohurthimselfashe'soncetriedto

killhimselfwhenhethoughthehadnoone.

Ilookaroundthedarkhouse

Me:"Zeke?"

Ihearsniffingbythekitchen,Iheadtowardsthe

kitchenandswitchonthelightsthere

Zeke(coveringhiseyes):"switchthemoff"

Iswitchthelightsofflookingathimsittingonthe

flooragainstthecounterandabottleofhalfempty

vodkabetweenhislegs.

Islowlywalktowardshimasmyheartsinks,Idon't

knowhowtoevenbegintryingtocomforthim,

losingaparenttodeathistheworstkindofpainI

wouldneverwishonanyone.

Isitnexttohimaswejustsittherewithoutsaying

anythinglookingatthekitchenwindowabovethe

sinkwhichprovidedalittlelightfromthemoon

outside

Zeke:"youdidn'thavetocome"



Me:"Idid"

*Silence*,

Hetakesasipfromhisbottle

Itakeitfromhimandalsotakeasip

Zeke:"Ihateher"

Me:....

Zeke:"Ihatehersomuch...Iloatheher...

Me:....

Zeke(breakingvoice):"Ihopeshe'sburninginhell....

Iputmyarmsaroundhisshoulderpullinghim

closerashebreaksdownintotearscrying

hystericallylyinghisheadonmychest

Me:"I'msosorry....

Iholdhimtightlyashiscriespiercethroughmy

heart,Ieneverseenhimthishurt,eventhoughhe

saidhehatedhismother,deepdownhetrulyloved

herandherdeathispaininghimmorethanheever

thoughtitwould



Zeke:"whydidshehatemesomuch?"

.

.

.

TRUE

.

.

.

IhadMatildainmyarmsasshewassuckingonher

bottle,Iwasamessandcouldn'tstopcryingasthe

paininmychestwasunbearablebutIhadtoputon

ahappyfaceformydaughter.

Shewasstaringatmeasshesucked,shehasbig

greyeyeslikehermomma.

Me:"wereyousohungryprincess?"

Shesmilesatme

Me:"yousobeautiful...

Shecontinuessucking



Me:"justlikeyourmama...

Iswallowthedrylumponmythroat

Me:"shedidn'tevensayhitoyouwhenshegotback

fromwork...butshestilllovesyouthough,andyou

stillloveherright?....

Me:"Iknow,Istilllovehertoo,butIpromiseyou,no

matterwhathappens,I'mneverleavingyou,you'll

alwaysbedaddy'snumberonegirl,always,youand

yourbrother,wegoingtobethebestlittlefamilyof

threeever,justyou,meandyourbrother...how's

thatsound?Soundsawesometome"

Shemakesbabynoises

Me(sighheavily):"Iknow,itdoesn'tsoundthat

awesomewithoutmommydoesit?"

Igetupandrockherinmyarmssingingtoheruntil

sheeventuallyfellasleep.

IgentlyputherinherCotandkissherforehead

Me:"goodnightprincess"

Iswitchoffthebrightlightsleavingthedimoneson.



ItsbeentwohourssinceNaomileft.

Iwashurtshehasobviouslymadeherdecision,

Zekewillalwayscomefirst,beforemeandher

daughter.

Ididn'texpecthertojustleavelikethatinthe

middleofaconversationthatdeterminedourfuture

together,shewasreadytotakeoffherring,my

promisetoher,Zekemadeherdecisioneasierby

calling,shedidn'teventhinktwicebeforechoosing

him.Iwasgutted,Ihonestlydidn'tknowwhattodo

fromhere.Whatdoesonedofromhere?Iwonder

whatamIdoingwrongwhenitcomestolove,there

hastobesomethingIlack,amItooclingy?It

seemsasthoughwomenlovethementhathurt

themthemost,menwhoareplayas,that'swhat

attractivetowomennowadays.

Itakemyphoneandmakeacall

"Bigbro"

Me:"heylilbro"



"Latenightcalls?What,youwantsomebromance

time?"

Me:"shutupBandile"

Helaughs

"Onaseriousnoteiseverythingokay?Thisisan

oddtimetocall,Iwasinthemiddleofmakinga

lady'slegsvibrateandgonumb"

Me:"ewIdidn'thavetoknowthat"

"That'swhatyougetforcallinginbabymaking

hours,youshouldbemakingathirdbornnotcock

blockingme"

Ilaugh

Me:"yeahwellIcanmakeathirdbornbymyself

nowcanI?"

"Whatdoyoumean,yougettingmarriedintwodays,

ohshitit01:00,yougettingmarriedtomorrow"

Me:"yeahIdon'tthinkthat'shappening"

"Whatdoyoumean?Don'ttalklikethatman,I'm

lookingveryforwardtowearingthatdopeasssuit



andacrazynightlatertoday"

Me:"don'tworryaboutthat,we'llbehavingbachelor

partiesforalongtime"

"Okay,youscaringme,whatthefuckisgoingon

man?DidyouandMrshaveanotherfight?"

Me:"wewereonthemiddleofaverypainful

conversation,whereIwasmakingherchoose

betweenZekeandI,shetookoffherringalittlebit

andsaidshedidn'twanttohavetodothis....she

wasabouttosayitwhenherphonerang,anditwas

thesameniggarwe'vebeenfightingabout,Idon't

knowwhathesaidbut,sheleftrightthereandthen,

afterIaskedhernottopickhiscallupandchoose

me,shesaidsorry,andbye,she'sbeengonefor

hoursnowGodknowswhattheydoingtogetherat

thisbabymakinghour"

"Ohhshit!That'sfuckedup...

Me:"soyeah,Zekewillalwaysbeherfirst,Ican

nevercompetewiththat"

"Youshouldn'tevenbecompetingwithanyniggar

(sighstearfully)fuck!Fuck!.....



Tearsescapefrommyeyes

Me:"I'msodonewiththisman(crying)I'msodone"

"Bro....Idon'tevenknowwhattosay"

Me:"Ijusthavetosuckitupandtakeit,takeallthe

pain,theheartacheandtheembarrassmentof

cancellingyetanotherwedding"

"Whatifshecomesback?"

Me:"she'snotcomingback,nottonight,she'smade

herchoice,there'snothingshecansayordoto

comebacktothemessshe'screatedinmyheart,

fuck!Ireallylovedthisone,itwasdeeper,I'venever

feltthiswayaboutanyone,ever"

"It'seitherthisgirllovesyouandhasgonetobreak

thingsoffwiththefriend,orsheisareallyreally

goodactressandhadusallfooledthatshewas

reallyinlovewithyou..shewasperfectandshe

playedtheheadoverheelsgirltooperfect"

Me:"sheisaverygoodactressafterall,butIdidn't

thinkshe'sthatgoodtotheextentofhavingababy

withme"



"Whatifit'snotyourbaby?Shewaswiththatboy

beforeshegotwithyou,youdidsuspectitwhen

yougotbacktogetherwithherwhenherbuddyleft

herandalsowhenyourfathermadethe

assumption,butyoubrusheditoffbecauseyou

trustedherandsheassuredyouitwasyours,now

thatshe'schosenhimsoeasily,Ifindithardthat

shedidn'tsleepwithhimforthetwomonthsthey

dated"

Ilookdownthoughtfully

Me:"Nahshehasmybirthmark"

"Lotsofpeoplehavebirthmarksthatlookthesame

Trueitdoesn'tdetermineDNA"

Me:"she'dneverdothattome"

"Didyoueverthinkshe'dchooseherfriendoveryou

evenafterputtingaringonherfingerandpaying

lobolaforher?"

Me:"Ididn'tthinkshe'deverdothattomeeither"

"So?DoyoustillbelievethatMatildaisyourbaby?I

meanshedoesn'tlooklikeyoulikeyoursondoes,



andshe'sverylightincomplexionjustlikemommy

andherbestie"

Myheartshattersthinkingaboutit

Ishakemyheadindisagreement

Me:"No,noshewouldn't,Imeanchosingfriendship

overmeisonething,butpinningawholebabythat

isnotmineonme?Hellnoshe'snotthatcruel"

"Didshereallychoosefriendship?Orshechoseher

babydaddy?"

Idropthecallasmyheartbeatraces,myeyes

cloudedbytearsasItriedbreathingthroughmy

suddenlycongestedlungsitfeltlikesomeonehad

cuttheoxygenoffasthepaincrippledme,themore

Itriedblockingoffthepainthesharperitbecameas

Ipacedupanddowntheroom,andlikeaticking

timebombIbrokedroppingtomykneesonthe

floor

.

.

.
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Iwaswokenupbyaconsistentpoundinglikea

balloonundermycranium,slowlybeinginflated,

pressuremounting.Iturnoverthrowingmyarmon

theothersideofthebedandtomysurpriseIwas

holdingontowarmsmoothwaist,Ittookallthe

strengthinmetoopenmyheavyeyes,herhair

blockingmyface,Iliftmyhandandgentlymoveher

softhairfrommyface,itsmelledreallygoodas

usual.

Stillindeepsleepshemovesherwaistandherass

rubsonmymorningboner.

Iknowthiswon'tlastassoonasshewakesupbutI

holdhercuddlingher,shewashalfnakedandso

wasI,herskinsosmoothasmyhandbrushedher

bellydownuntilmyhandwasrightaboveherpanty,

Imovemyhandbackupbeneathherwarmbreast



Iclosemyeyestryingtoblockoutthepoundingin

myhead,herbackrightagainstme,mylipsreston

hershoulderleavinggentlekisses.

Shemovesrubbingherselfagainstme

Naomi(sleepyvoice):"love?Youawake?"

Sheturnslookingsmilingwithhereyesclosed

Me:"morning"

Sheopenshereyesastheywiden,shequicklygets

offthebed

Naomi:"younotTrue,fuck,Ifellasleep,Islepthere

allnight!?"

Igetoffthebedassheputsonherclothes

Naomi:"pleasetellmenothinghappenedlastnight"

Me:"nothinghappenedlastnight"

Naomi:"areyoujustsayingthatbecauseIsaidsay

it?"

Me:"it'swhatyouwannahear"

Shegaspsindisbelieflookingatme.



Iheadtothebathroomandsplashcoldwateron

myfacejusttofeelsomethingrefreshingand

immediatelywishIcouldwashmybrainfreeoffthe

toxinstoo.

Iwipemyfacewalkingoutandshewasnotinthe

bedroomanymore,sheprobablyranofftoherman.

Ineedsomethingtogetridofthisnauseaquick,I

getonthekitchenandfixupmymixtureputtingitin

theblender,Iheldmyheadasthenoisesounded

likeitwascomingfrominsidemyhead.

ItwassmoothenoughsoIstoppeditandpouredin

myglass,IfrozewhenInoticedhersittingbythe

couchlputtheblendercupdownandpickmydrink

headingtowardsthelounge.

Isitonthecouchoppositeher,shewasahotmess

withredeyescryingsilently

Itookasipofmydrinklookingatherasshe

weepedholdingherring,shewascrying,those

tears,wereallforhim.

Me:"what'swrong?"



Naomi:"it'sover....it'sallover"

Me:"whatdoyoumean?Why?Whathappened?"

Shetakesherphoneandgivesittomemakingme

readthemessage

"(MyLove )don'tbothercomingback,you'llfind

everythingofyoursatyourfather'splace,hopeyou

happywithyourchoice"

Me:"whatdoesthismean?Idon'tunderstand,what

choiceishetalkingabout?"

Naomi:"hemademechoosebetweenhimandyou,

andmecomingherelastnight,wasmechoosing

you"

Myheartthudsagainstmychest

Me:"what?....

Itcomesoutasawhisper

Naomi:"hereallymeantit,hewasreallymakingme

choosebetweenfriendshipandlove,whodoes

that?"

Igetupandstartpacing,shit,whathaveIdone



Me:"okay,Naomi,youneedtogetyourassupand

gotalktoyourfiance,youshouldn'thavecomeher,

youshould'vechoseyourhusbandandyou

daughter,whywouldyouchoosetocomehere?I

toldyounottocome"

Hernoseflaresup,herforeheadcrisseslookingat

me

Naomi:"youtoldmeyoumotherpassedawayand

youwerecrying,andyousayingIshouldn'thave

come?IfyouwereinmyshoesandIwasyou,what

wouldyouhavedone?"

IsighofcourseIwould'vedroppedeverythingtobe

thereforher

Me:"Iwould'vedonethesame,doesheknowthat

youwithme?"

Naomi:"yes,andhe'sbeensuspectingthatwe've

beenfuckingbehindhisback,andnowIleftwithout

explaining,gotdrunkandsleptover,he'ssodone

withme"

Me:"yousupposedtobegettingmarriedtomorrow"



Shecriesevenmoreburyingherfacebetweenher

legs,Iputdownmydrinksittingbesideherand

brushherback

Me:"okay,Bambi,lookatme"

Igentlyliftherheadupasshelooksatmewithbig

tearfuleyes,foramomentIbecomespeechless

lookingatherasshelooksbackintomyeyes

Me(clearsthroat):"I'msorrythisishappeningto

youbecauseofme,but,IknowwhyIwould've

chosenyou,whydidyouchooseme?"

Naomi:"because,you'remybestfriend,mybrother,

youarefamilytome,IhatethatImesseditupwith

thenostringsattachedstuff,butIdon'twanttolose

you,again,ithurtwhenyouwalkedoutonme,when

youleftmewithoutanexplanationandchosefear

overme,Ifeltyourabsenceinmyheart,that'show

muchyoumeantome,yesIwashappywithTrue,

thehappiestI'veeverbeenandIlovedhim

endlessly(swallows)buthowcanIbewith

someonethatdoesn'ttrustme,wedon'ttrusteach

otheractually,IknowdeepdownthatTruewould



neverevercheatonmebuteverytimehe'soutthere

inpublicandthewaywomenthrowthemselvesat

himrightinfrontofmemakesmewonderhowhe

actsaroundthemwhenI'mnotaround,allthose

nastyflirtycommentsandthethingsgirlssay

they'dlethimdotothem,IknowTrueisfaithfulbut

he'salsoveryfriendly,Ihavemyinsecuritiesandhe

hashis,andthepastfewweekshaverevealed

thosesidesofeachother,we'vebeenfightingalot

makingaccusations,we'veevensleptindifferent

roomsacoupleoftimes,Idon'tknow,Ireallywant

tobewithhimeitherway"

Iheaveasighsittingback,thatwasn'texactlywhat

IhopedtohearandIfeltit

Me:"youshouldgo"

Naomi:"what?"

Me:"youneedtoleave,pleasego"

Naomi:"areyouchasingmeout?"

Me:"yes,Iwillnotletyouruinyourhappinessand

chanceattruelovebecauseofme,asmuchasIam

honoredyoucametome,Iwouldneverbeableto



livewithmyselfknowingthatIrobbedyoufroma

chanceofhavingyourownfamilyandlivinga

happilyeverafterwiththemanembeddedinyour

heart,Ialsocan'tjustbeyourfriendwhileI'mstillin

lovewithyouthesamewayIcan'tstayyourfriend

whenyougetmarriedtoTrueIcan'ttormentmy

heartlikethat,Iknewthataftertomorrow,it

would'vebeentheendofus,Ijustdidn'tthinkit'd

happenlikethis,ithadtoendwithyourhappilyever

after,withoutme"

Hereyessearchinminedesperatelyassheletsout

sighofdisbelief

Naomi:"wh..whatareyousaying?Areyoubreaking

upwithme,again?"

Ilookawayfromherhurtfuleyesandscratchmy

suddenlyitchyneck

Naomi:"youwould'veleftafterthewedding?Without

anexplanationjustlikebefore?!You

would've.....what...why...

Me:"I'msorryNaomi,butIdon'tthinkIcaneverbe

justyourfriendeveragain"



Shechucklesindisbeliefholdingherchest

Naomi:"ohmyGod....

Tearsstreamdownherfaceasshegetsup

Naomi:"Ican'tbelievethis....

Shetakesapillowandhitsmewithitbefore

slappingmehardacrosstheface

Naomi:"youjerk!....

Sheslapsmeagainturningmyheadtheotherway

Naomi(panting):"oh...ohmyGodIhate

you!...you...youcan'tdothat!Iforgaveyou,I

thoughtweweredoingwell...Ifuckenleftmyworld

foryou!"

Me:"forwhat!?Tojustbemyfriend!?I'dbehappier

ifyoulefthimbecauseyouwereinlovewithme

andwantedtomarryme...wecanneverbefriends!

Wejustcan't!Iloveyou!AndIdon'tthinkI'lleverfall

inloveagain,ifIcan'thaveyouasmywife,thenI

don'tthinkIwantyouasanythingelse"

"(Whispers)what?...



WeturntofindJordanstandingbythedoorlooking

atus

Ifeelahotslaponmyface

Naomi:"fuckyou!FuckyouZeke!....you'llalwaysbe

ajerk!Igaveyoumyheartsomanytimesandyou

neverwantedit!!Nowthatsomeoneelsetookitand

embracedityoutellmethis!!Youselfishprick!!"

Sheburstsoutcryingpickingupherphoneandcar

keysandslippingontohershoesasshemakesher

wayout

Jordan(tearfully):"whatthefuck?"

Iclosemyeyesandsighsittingdownonthecouch

Me:"fuckme!....

.

.

.
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Guessyouwererighttohidethewayyoufeel

We'dkeeppretendinglikeitwasn'treal



SaidyouneedspaceandnowIfinallyunderstand

Whyyourefusedtotakemyhand

Whenyou'reinlove,it'shardtohidethetruth

IknowyoubetterthanyouthinkIdo

Lookin'back,IseeIshould'veheldmytongue

ButIwasimmatureandyoung

Imisstheuncertainty

Andallthenightsoflosin'sleep

Justtwokidsandmake-believe

Canwegobacktohowitusedtobe?

'CauseI'ddieathousandtimes

Nottohaveyouonmymind

AndIwishwenevermet

OrIhatedyouinstead



'CauseIthinkwemessedthisup

Fallin'inandoutoflove

WishIcouldpickadifferentend

Canwegobacktobein'friends?

GuessI'mtherightpersonatthewrongtime

I'mthetypeofcrazytoignorethesigns

AndnowIseeyougotsomeshittofigureout

Andthat'sthereasonyoucan'tlovemenow

Iturndownthevolumeoftheradio

itwashardtodriveaseverythingwasblurredbymy

endlesstearsasImanoevredthroughthetraffic.

IgroaninfrustrationasIreachvoicemailagain

Me:"love,pleasepickupplease"

Idropthecallandtrycallingagainbuthejust

rejecteditthistime



Ithrowmyphoneontheseatasamillionthingsran

throughmymind

Istoppedoutsidethegateandpressedtheremote

asitopenedthendroveinandparkedoutsidethe

garage,Iopeneditwithit'sremoteandtomy

disappointmenthiscarthatheusuallyuseswasn't

there.

Igotoutofthecarandmademywayinsidethe

house,Ifoundournannyinthekitchenwashingthe

baby'sbottles

Me:"hey"

Her:"hey,howareyou?"

Me:"isTruehome?"

Sheshakesherhead

Her:"Nohewenttoworkearlyinthemorning"

Me:"didhelookmad?Orsad?Orr?...

Her:"helookedalrightasnormal"

Me:"hedidn'tsayanythingaboutmeormystuff?"

Sheshookherhead



Her:"no,hewasjusthiscoolself,althoughhiseyes

werepuffyandredbutheactedlikehimselfand

cheerfultowardsme"

Isightryingtocalmmypoundingheart

Me:"okay,shit....

Iwalkedupstairstomybaby'sbedroom

Shewasawakebutlookedlikeshejustwokeup

andstilltakinginhersurroundings

Me:"goodmorningmyangel"

Hereyeslandonme

Me(smiling):"hellomybaba...

Sheshowsoffhercutegummysmile

Ipickherupkissinghershoulders,Ididn'twantto

kissherfacebeforebrushingmyteeth,shewas

hardtoresistthoughwithherplumycheeksand

poutylips

Iheadtomybedroomwithherandlayheronthe

middleofthebedonherlittlebed.

IheadtothebathroomtoquicklywashmyfaceasI



smearsoaponmyface,Iopenthecupboardformy

toothbrushbutitwasn'tthere,maybeIleftitinthe

otherbathroom,Itakeaspareoneanduseit.

Iwipemyfacewalkingbackintotheroomandfirst

thingIdoisgivemybabythekissesshedeserves

alloverhercutelittlefaceassheletsoutcutelittle

giggles.IwaslateforworkbutImissedmybaby

morethanIcaredaboutbeinglate.

AfterfeedingmybabyIleftherwiththenannyasI

wenttofreshenup.

Iopenourhugewalkinclosettochooseanoutfit

fortoday,IfrownasInoticemysideempty,no

clothesallmyshoesgone

Myheartpounded.

Hewasserious,hereallygotridofallmystuff?

Me:"whatthefuck....

Ipacealloverthebedroombeforesittingdown,shit

no,Truecan'tdothistome

ItakemyphoneandcallDad



"Honeymustard"

Me:"daddy,howareyou?"

"Youtellmesweetheart"

Isighclosingmyeyes

Me:"heleftmystuffthere?"

"Yes,whatishappeningNaomi?Yousupposedto

begettingmarriedtomorrow"

Me:"didhesayanythingaboutcancellingthe

wedding?"

"Hedidn'tsaymuch,hejustsaidIshouldaskyou"

Me(tearfully):"oh...Imessedup"

"Whateveritisyoudid,youneedtofixitbefore

tomorrow"

Me:"Idon'tknowifit'sfixable,he'sreallymadatme

he'snotpickingupmycalls"

"Wheredidyousleeplastnight?"

Me:"Zeke'smotherpassedaway,Iwenttocheckon

him"



"Oh..that'sbad,howishe?"

Me:"he'snotokay,Iwaswithhimtillthemorning,

butwefoughtthismorningandIdon'tthinkIever

wanttoseehimagain"

"(Sighs)soundslikealothappenedlastnight,I'll

haveachatwithZeke,youtalktoTrueandfixthis,

TrueisthemanIloveforyou,he'sthekindofman

allfatherswishfortheirdaughters,actuallywe

don'treallywantanymanforourdaughters,but

sincewecan'tpreventit,Trueistheidealguy"

Me:"wow,Ididn'tknowyoulikedhimthatmuch,I

hopeithasnothingtodowiththestacksofmoney

hisfamilyleftinfrontofyoumonthsago"

Webothburstintolaughter

"Thatwasalotofmoney,youmessingthingsupfor

mewoman!"

Ilaughgenuinely

Me:"stopDad,myworldisfallingapartrightnowI'm

notsupposedtobelaughing"

"Everytimeyoufindhumorinadifficultsituation,



youwin"

Ismilelisteningtohim

Me:"soundslikesomethingmomwould'vesaid"

Hechucklessoftly

"Imisshertoo"

Me:"byeDad,wishmeluck"

"Everythingwillturnoutthewayit'ssupposedto,if

it'snotthewayyouwanted,I'msorry,butitdoesn't

meanit'snotthewayit'ssupposedtobe"

Me:"yeahyouright,IthinkTruedeserveswaybetter

thanme"

"Areyoukiddingme,ifhelosesyou,hewould've

lostthebestthingthat'severhappenedtohim"

Me(smiling):"youhavetosaythat,youmydad"

"AndImeanit"

Me:"bye"

"Iloveyouhoneymustard"

Me:"IloveyouDaddy"



Ihangupandsighheadingtothebathroom,ifI'm

goingtoshowupatworkwiththesameclothes,I

shouldatleastsmellfresh

.

.

.
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Iwasironingmyshirtwithatowelwrappedaround

mywaistgettingreadyforwork

Jordan:"soyoujustgoingtogivemesilent

treatmentlikeIdidnotjustwalkintoyou

confessingyourundyinglovetoyoursupposedly

"bestfriend""

Iswitchofftheironandputonmywarmshirton

topofthevestIhadunderneath.

Itakemypantsputtingthemonastheyheldmme



likeaglove.

Jordan:"youseriouslyignoringme?Iguessyou

don'tcareaboutmedoyou?I'mliterallypackingmy

bagsandleavingyouandyounotgoingtosay

anything?"

Me:"that'swhatyoudobest,packyourbags"

Itakethecombandcombmyhaironthetopthen

brushedthesides,thecutwasstillfreshsoIdidn't

havetodomuch.

Icombedmylittlechinbeardandtheoneabovemy

lips.

Jordan:"wow,IwonderwhatwickedI'vedoneto

deservesuchapatheticmantoknockmeup"

Me:"youopenedyourlegs,thesamewayyou

openingthemfortheguyyoujustcamebackfrom"

Shegaspsindisbelieflookingatmeperplexed.

Ithrowinsomeguminmymouthafterpuffing

somecologne,Itakemybagandheadout

Me:"bytheway,don'tbothertakingyourstuff,this

isyourapartmentafterall,I'mmovingtomyown



placebytheendoftoday"

Jordan:"soyoudon'twanttotalktomelikeadamn

adult!Youjustgoingtorunaway?"

Me:"youtheonewho'sbeendoingtherunningand

I'vebeenchasing,I'mdonechasing"

Igetinthecarandhitthatengineasitrawstolife

ShewalksuptomywindowandIrollitdown

Jordan:"Ididn'tdoit,IwantedtobutIcouldn'tcheat

onyou,Iwasatmysister'splace,Ipromise"

Ilookathersincereeyes

Me:"Iknow,I'mthebadguyhere,youarebetteroff"

Ireversethecaranddriveoff,Iturnupthevolume

oftheradioasIspeedfreelyonthefreeway

.

.

.
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"Cut!!"

Wealllookatthedirector

Director:"Idon'tknowifit'sjustmeorthere'sno

passionfromourmaincharactertoday?"

Me:"I'msorry"

Director:"No,wecan'taffordtomessupnow,weon

ourlastscene,pleasekissthatmanwiththesame

passionyoukissyourfiancehereathomeandin

frontofus(looksatTrue)nooffenseman"

Hechuckleswithoutasmile

True:"nontaken"

Hiswordssendchillsdownmyspine,hehasn'tsaid

awordtometoday,itwaslikehedidn'tevenknow

me.

Heusuallywouldcuttheactsonkissingandsexual

sceneswipingmymouthandbeingthejealous

boyfriend,he'dmakemewashmymouthbefore



kissinghim.

Buttodayhedoesn'tcare,hewasn'tevenfocused

onusashewasmostlyinhisofficeandwould

comeoutforalittlewhile.

Director:"okay,everyone,fromthetop!"

Ilookedathimandhewasalreadyhavinga

conversationandlaughingwithoneofthewomen

whowerepartoftheproducers.

Iswallowbeforeturningandfocusingbackonthe

scene

Itwaslateandweweredoneshootingfortheday,I

waswaitingforTruebythebasementparkinglotas

Ihadparkednexttohiscarwhichisourreserved

parkingspotswithournames.Actorsdon'tusually

getreservedparkingspots,onlythepeoplewho

workbehindthesceneslikethedirectors,the

producersandthewriters,myspotwasjustaperk

fromdatingthebosswhowantedmebesidehimat

alltimes.IsmilelookingatmynameasIremember

thedayhepersonallyputittherehimself.



IstartledwhenIheardacardoorclose.

Iturntofindtrueinsidethethecar,Iwalkuptohim

knockingonhiswindow

Me:"canwetalk?Please"

Hedoesn'tevenlookmywayashestartsthecar

andincreasesthevolumeoftheradiothenreverses

andspeedsoff.

Ouch.Thathurt.I'veneverreceivedthatkinda

treatmentfromhimnomatterhowmadhe'sbeenat

me,Ireallyfuckedupthistime.Idoubtthere'sa

weddingtomorrow,butIhaven'treceivedanycalls

fromfamilymeaninghehasn'ttalkedtoanyone,yet.

MaybeIstillstandachance.

Igetinthecarandjointhefreeway.

I'mnotsurewhethertogohometoourplaceor

homehome,butIshouldgotoourplacefirstand

trytotalktohim,Ihavetoknowwhatisgoingonin

hisheadbeforetomorrow,Ireallyhopehegivesme

achancetoexplainbecausethelastthingIwantis



forhimtothingmydecisionlastnightwasgoingto

beZekeoverhimandmydaughter.Zeke'scallwas

unexpectedandcameatthewrongtime,itwasalso

heartbreakingandhardtoignore,Ishouldn'thave

leftthewayIdid,it'slikeIdidn'tthinkitthrough,all

mysensesjustleftmybrainandallIcouldthink

aboutwas"Zekeneedsme,Ihavetogo"andthat's

allIneededtodo,that'salwayshowit'sbeenandI

guessit'ssomethingthat'sbeenprogrammedinmy

mindbecausethat'showwewerelikewhenitwas

justhimandI.NowIunderstandwhyTruecouldn't

acceptthisfriendship,I'vealwaysputZekefirst

withoutevenrealizingit,itneverseemedwrong

becauseIknewIwasbeinggenuineandnot

cheatingonanyone,Iwasjustbeingafriend.

Iparknexttohiscarandsitthereforawhile

gatheringmystrengthandcourage.

Myheartbeatwasofftherailsbeatingtothepitof

mystomach.

Iwasn'tgettinganycouragejustfearofgetting



dumpedandfacingthedamageI'vedonetothe

onlymanwho'severshowedmewhatlovelooks

andfeelslike.

I'mdisappointedIneverlearntanythingfromitand

returneditlikeIwassupposedtodo.

Igetoutofthecarmakingmywayinsidethehouse.

HewasstandingbythekitchencarryingMatilda

whiletalkingtothenannyasshewasexplaining

theirdayandhowMatildawasbehavingtoday.It

soundedlikeshethoughtshewascomingupwith

theflue.

Iwalkclosertowardstheothersideofthecounter

Me:"goodevening"

Nanny:"Goodeveningmam"

Me(chuckles):"Itoldyoutocallmebymyname,

thatmammakesmesoundold"

Shelaughs

Nanny:"mybad"



Me:"heylove"

Hewalksoutofthekitchenheadingupstairs

withoutexchanginganywordsoreyecontactwith

me.

Isighmakingmywayinsidethekitchenandpour

myselfaglassofcoldwater.I'mgonnaneedit,I've

neverseensomeonesosickenedbymypresence.

Me:"Sihleyoucangohomenow,I'lltakeover"

Sihle:"yesmam,ImeanMimi"

Ismileasshemakesherwaytoherroomtoget

changed,shelikeswearingcleaninguniformwhen

she'sworkingthenchangebackintohercasual

clothes,shesaysit'sawaytoshowrespect,

speciallyinahouseholdwithacouple,that'soneof

thereasonsIlikedher.

Istandoutsidethedoorandhearhimtalkingand

playingwithMatildamakinghergiggleandscream.

Isighbeforeopeningthedoorastheycontinue

playing,Islowlywalktowardsthebedsittingnextto



themandsmileseeingmybabysmilinglookingat

me

Me:"hellonana,heey...

HepicksherupbeforeIcouldkissherandheads

outtheroom,myheartsinksasIhearhimopenthe

doortoherbedroomandclose.

Icovermyfacethrowingmyselfonthebedonmy

back.Silenttreatmentsaretheworstkindaof

punishmentsfromsomeoneyoulovetalkingto.

Afteraboutanhourhewalkedinthebedroom

takingoffhisshirt

Me:"babe,canwepleasetalk"

Hetakesoffhispants,asmuchasitwasn'tthetime

tobedroolingoverhim,hisbodyhasawayof

makingmefeelthingsinhiddenplaces.

Me:"I'msorryforleavinglikethatandnotcoming

back,IpromiseyouIdidn'tcheatonyouandIhave

nevercheatedonyou"

Hescoffsheadingintothebathroomandclosing



thedoor

Me:"fuck!...

Thetemperatureintheroomwassuddenlyhotas

mynosestartedsweating,Iopenedthebalcony

slidingdoorandwatchtheneighborhoodandthe

busyroads

Iheadbackinsidehewastakingtoolonginthat

shower,Itookoffmyclothesandwentintojoin

him,Iopenedtheshowerdoorandtomysurprise

hedidn'tfightme

IstoodagainstthewallasIwatchedthewaterhit

hisbody.Itookthescrubputinggelonitandstood

behindhimandstartedwashinghisbackgently,I

movedmyhandtothefrontstillbehindhim

brushinghisabsasIwentdowntohisdick,Islowly

cuppedhisballsashisdickgrewharder.

Hemovedawayfrommeandclosedthetapgetting

outandwipinghimselfashewalkedbacktothe

bedroom.



Tearsthreatenedasmythroatgotpainfulmakingit

hardtoswallow.

Icontinuedwashingmyselfbeforemakingmyway

backtothebedroom.

Hewasn'tinthebedroomanymore

Me(frustratedsigh):"mxmthissucks....

Idon'tthinkhe'sgoingtotalktome,ever.

AfterdressingupIheaddownstairswherehewas

chillingonthecouchwatchingTVwhileeatingand

drinkinghisbeer.OnanormaldayI'dgosnuggleup

onhimeathisfoodandwatchTVtogetherwhile

teasingeachotheranditwouldendinbed.

Isitnexttohimandtaketheremoteswitchingoff

theTV,hecontinueseatingnotsayinganything.

Me:"Trueplease,saysomething,youkillingme

here"

Heputshisfooddownanddownsitwithhisbeer,

hegetsupbutIholdhisarmquickly



Me:"love,please,pleasetalktome,I'msorry,

please"

True:"letgoofme"

Me(tearfully):"pleasemybaby,pleasecanyoulet

meexplainmyself"

HeyanksmyhandoffroughlypushingmebackasI

fellbackofthecouch,hewalkedaway

Me:"Zeke'smotherpassedaway!!....

Hestopsonhistracksashewasabouttotakethe

stairs

Me:"that'swhyIrushedout,Ipanicked,hesounded

brokenandIdidn'twanthimtodoanything

irrational...I'msosorry...

Heturnsaroundandlooksatmeforthefirsttime

sinceIgotinthishouse

Me(embarrassed):"wecriedandhadalottodrink,I

wastoodrunktodrivebackhomeandIsleptover,

butIpromiseyouwedidn'tdoanything"

True:"yousleptonthesamebed?"



Myheartdropsclosingmyeyes,shit!IfItellthe

truthandsayyes,hemightneverforgiveme,butifI

lieandheseesrightthroughmylieshe'llthinkI

havesomethingtohideandImightneverseehim

again.

Me(sighs):"yes,butnothinghappened,Iswear,he

wascryingthewholetime"

True:"andyoucuddledhimcomfortinghim?"

Me:"babe...

True:"youleftyourmancryinginfrontofyou

beggingforyourlove,beggingtomakehimyou

prioritywhichtookalotfromhisprideandegoasa

man,andyouranofftocuddle,comfortandsleep

withanothermanonhissacredbedthatheshares

withhiswoman,leavingourbedcold,abedwe

shouldbesharingeverynightashusbandandwife,

tilldeathdouspart"

Floodsofwaterstreameddownmyface,thetoneof

hisvoicecutrightthroughmebuthiswordswere

sharper

Me:"babe...



True:"youcould'vefinishedourconversationfirstor

explaintomebeforeleaving,butyoudidn'tcare

aboutmyfeelingsorwhatIwasgoingthroughat

thattime"

Me:"Iactedimmaturely,Iwasn'tthinking"

True:"youwerethinking,youjustwasn'tthinking

aboutme!"

Mylipstrembled,therewasnodefense,Iwasguilty

ofhurtinghim

Me(crying):"I'msorry...

True:"tellmesomething,eventhoughyouractions

alreadyansweredmyquestion,whatwereyou

abouttosay?Behonestwithmebecausethisisthe

lasttimewetalkaboutthis,itmightbethelasttime

weeventalk"

Iremainsilentasmystruggleforbreathblocksout

mywords

True:"letmeremindyou,maybeyouforgot,yousaid,

Ihatetohavetodothis.......youcancontinuefrom

there"



Me:"Iwasgoingtosay....I...Ihateto..tohavetodo

this,becauseIdon'twanttochoosebetweentwo

peopleIcareaboutbothindifferentways,Ihave

knownZekeforsolongand...andhebecamemore

thanjustafriend,itwouldbreakhisandmyheartto

leavehimjustlikethat...butyouarethemanIwant

tospendtherestofmylifewith(takesoutmyrings

andwalktowardshim)Iwasgoingtogodownon

mykneeslikethis(onmyknees)Ichooseyou,

pleasecanwestartover,pleasemarryme"

Hesniffslookingawayfrommeandwipesoffhis

tears

Me:"whenIpickedupthecall,Ithoughtitwouldbe

betterifIprovedtoyouthatI'llbreakthingsoffwith

Zeke,Iwasgoingtotellhimtonevercallortalkto

meagain,buthebeatmetoit,andwhenhesaid

that...I...Iwasinshock...Idon'tknow....andIknew

whenIleftitwasmeputtinghimbeforeyouand

thathewasmychoice,Imadeitworsebysleeping

over.Iknowyouprobablydon'twanttomarryme

afterthis,butIwantyoutoknowthat,Iloveyouand

Iwanttobewithyouandourdaughter"



HesitsbythestepscoveringhisfacecryingasI

wasstillonmykneesinfrontofhim

Me(cryingandsniffing):"pleaselove,pleaseforgive

me"

Therewassilenceandonlysoundsofsoftcriesfor

alongwhile

Hetakesmyringfrommyhandandkeepsitinhis

hand

True:"pleasego,gobackhome,Iwanttobealone"

Me(crying):"no,please,don'tdothisTrue....please

puttheringbackonmyfinger,wegettingmarried

tomorrow"

True:"Idon'tseethathappening,pleasego"

Ibreakdowncryinghystericallyholdinghisfeet

shakingmyhead

Me:"Nooplease...pleaseI'llcuteveryoneoff,Iwon't

haveanyfriends,pleasedon'tdothistome,I'm

beggingyou"

True(crying):"justgoNaomi"



Hegetsupandheadsupstairs

AfterawhileofcryingIpickmyselfupandhead

upstairstoMatilda'sbedroombutshewasn'tthere,

Itriedopeningourbedroombuthelockedit

Me:"canItakemybaby"

"She'snotgoinganywhere,yousleptpeacefullylast

nightwithoutherdidn'tyou?"

Me(bangingthedoor):"True!Givememydaughter!

Please!"

Hedoesn'tanswer

Me:"canIatleastsaybye?"

Heremainssilent,Itakemyphoneandcarkeys

thatheleftontheflooroutsidehisdoor.

Iwalkoutwithatailbetweenmylegsanddrove

backhome

.

.



.
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Allroadsleadbacktohome

*******
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Iwaswokenupbythebrightlightshiningonmy

face,Iturntheotherwaybeforeopeningmyeyes

"Wakeup,it'syourweddingdaytoday!"

MyheartpumpsasIsituplookingatStella

standingbythewindow

Stella:"Iknewyou'dstillbesleeping,damnyoulook

miserable!"

Icheckthetime

Me:"it'sstillearly"

Isaygettingbackinsidetheblankets

Stella:"andyouhavealottodo"

Shepullstheblanketoffme

Me:"hedoesn'twanttomarryme"

Stella:"thenhewould'vecancelledthewedding,you

messedup,butTrueisnotonetobreakhis

promisesremember,youapologizedandexplained

everythinglastnight,hewasangryandneededto

bealone"



Me:"hetookmyring"

Stella:"becausehe'sgivingyouanewmarriageone

today"

Me:"hesaidhedoesn'tseehimselfmarryingme

today"

Stella:"youwantedhimtoimaginegettingmarried

afteryousleptoveratanotherman'shouse?"

Me(sighs):"anotherman,thatmakesitsoundso

bad,itwasjustZeke"

Stella:"Zekeisnotaman?"

Me:"heis,but...nevermind"

Itakemyphone

Me:"I'mcheckingsocialmedia,maybehecancelled"

Igotohisaccountandtherewasnothingnewhe

lastpostedthreedaysagoonallplatforms,evenon

WhatsApptherewasnoupdatedstatus

Me:"nothing(smiling)maybehewillstillmarryme"

Stella:"yousee?Itoldyou"



Igetupfeelingabitmorehappieraboutthisday

Me:"Ihavetohavetopourmyheartoutonthose

vows,hehastoknowthatIwanttobewithhimand

onlyhimfortherestofmylife....

IturntolookatStella

Me:"I'vebeensavingupbecauseIwantedtodo

somethingniceforhimsincehe'stheonewho's

beendoingalltheseromanticsurprisesandstuff,

I'llgiveyouthemoneyandyoubookustwotickets

todayfortomorrowifavailableoranydayduring

thisweek,I'mtakingmyhubbytoParis"

ShescreamsandIalsoscreaminexcitementaswe

hugeachother

Stella:"IknowyoucarealotaboutZeke,butforlove,

yousometimeshavetomakesacrifices"

Me:"youknowwhenIlefttogocomfortZeke,I

didn'teventhinkaboutanythingelse,Ididn'trealize

howmuchIreallycaredabouthimuntillastnight,

onlytorealizelaterthatmorningwhatIhavedone

afterTruesentmeamessagesayingIshouldn't

bothercomingback,that'swhenIrealizedIchose



ZekeoverTruewithoutevenrealizingit,onlyfor

Zeketotellmethathewasnotplanningonbeing

myfriendorseeingmeagainafterthewedding

becausehe'sinlovewithme,hereIwasfightingthe

manthatlovesmeformakingmechooseforcing

metoleavemyfriendforhimaccusinghimof

havingtrustissuesbecauseitwassohardforme

tochoose,butitwassoeasyforZeketomakeup

hismindonleavingmeforgood,onceagainandhe

wasn'tevengoingtobothertellingmetoobecause

apparentlyrunningawayiswhathe'sgoodat,but

I'mjustmadatmyselfforbetrayingmyownheart

likethat"

Stella:"forgetaboutZekenow,Trueisgivingyou

anotherchance,don'tmessitup"

Isighsmiling

Me:"Iwon'tmessitup,I'llshowhimjusthowmuchI

lovehimonthathoneymoon"

Stella(smilingexcitedly):"okayok!Enoughwiththe

chitchatgofreshenupsowecanheadtothe

venue"



Me:"yaas!!!I'mgettingmarried!!"

Ilaughexcitedlyheadingoutmybedroomtothe

bathroom

.

.

.

ZEKE

.

.

.

Iwassittingonacampchairinthemiddleofthe

emptylivingroomwithacoldsixpackheinekenon

thefloornexttomeandoneonmyhand.

Iwaslisteningtosadsongsthroughmyspeaker,it

suckshowthelyricsmakesomuchsensewhen

youhurting.It'sliketheartistknewthatsomeday

we'dgothroughthesameshit.

MyTVwasnotconnectedyet,thiswasahuge

housethatIhavebeenplanningofbuyingfora



whilenowandboughtitweeksback,butIdidn't

thinkI'dmoveinsosoon,IthoughtI'dwaitfor

Jordantogivebirthandwecouldcomestartour

livesoverhere,makenewmemorieswithourbaby,

butIguessshesawabettermansomeoneelse.

IwasscrollingthroughInstagramwhenInoticed

NaomihadrepostedapictureTrueonceposted

withhishandonherbigpregnantbellyandhers

showingoffherringasthecaptionread"I'mso

readytodothisforeverthingwithyou

#weddingbells#foreverlove"

Peoplecongratulatedthemonthecommentsas

theywerecouplegoals,yesterdaysheprovedthat

shereallylovedthisguyandwasseriousabout

marryinghim,shemadeitclearthatsheonlyloved

measafriend,asmuchasithurts,Istilldon'twant

toloseNaomi,eventhoughwecanneverbe.More

thananything,ourfriendshipistheonlythingthat

hasboughtmethisfar,GodknowsIshould'velong

joinedmyancestors,butNaomichangedthewhole

wayIviewedtheworld,thefeelingofalwayshaving

someonebyyoursidenomatterwhat.



IknowIdidherbadbytryingtoruinherrelationship

withTrue,IhatetoadmititbutIknewhowmuch

NaomicaredaboutmeandallthebuttonsIhadto

presstomakeTruejealous,asmuchasNaomiwas

genuinelybeingafriendIdidgetalittletooplayful

withherwhenaroundTruebecauseIknewasa

man,he'dseeitasflirtingandanymanwho's

womanisasclosetoanothermanasIamwith

Naomiwouldfeelinsecureatsomepoint,the

bachelorettepartieswerejustthelastextramileI

tookbringingherbackhomelate,makingsureI'm

theonewhogiveshertheridefromandbackhome

eventhoughshe'dinsistonbringingherowncarI'd

convincehertocomewithmeIncaseIgetdrunk

andcan'tdrive.Shetoldmeeverytimewhenshe'd

fightwithTrueaboutourfriendshipandshewas

madathimfornottrustingher.Iknewthenthatmy

planswereworking.Lastnightwasn'tpartofthe

planthough,IneededafriendbecauseIwas

heartbrokenbutIgetitwasthelaststrawforTrue.

I'mgladhecamearoundandtheirgettingmarried,I

realizedallthatwasnotafairwaytowinthegirl,



andnomatterhowitendedup,evenifIdidmanage

tobreakthemup,I'dstilllosebecauseshe'snotin

lovewithme.

Ishould'vestuckwithblockingoffthesefeelings,

butshehadtopushandpushandwhentheyfinally

breakthrough,whatdoIget?Aslaponmyface.

Itakeasipofmybeer.

Igetupandheadupstairstofreshenuptakingout

myblacksuit.

IrememberthenightwhenIalmostkissedher

Yeah,Ikindafreakedout,webeenfriendsfor

forever

AndIalwayswonderedifshefeltthesameway

WhenIgottheinvite,Iknewitwastoolate

AndIknowherdaddy'sbeendreadin'thisday

Oh,buthedon'tknowheain'ttheonlyonegivin'her

away



I'llwearmyblacksuit,blacktie,hideoutintheback

I'lldoastrongshotofwhiskeystraightouttheflask

I'lltrytomakeitthroughwithoutcryin'sonobody

sees

Yeah,shewannagetmarried

Butshedon'twannamarryme

Betshegotonherdressnow,welcomin'theguests

now

Icouldtrytofindher,getitoffofmychestnow

ButIain'tgonnamessitup,soI'llwishherthebest

now

SoI'minmyblacksuit,blacktie,hidin'outinthe

back

Doingastrongshotofwhiskeystraightoutthe



flask

I'lltrytomakeitthroughwithoutcryin'sonobody

sees

Yeah,shewannagetmarried

Yeah,shegonnagetmarried

Butsheain'tgonnamarryme

.

.

.
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.

.

.

Theladiesjustfinisheddoingmyhairandmakeup.

Stellawastakingpicturesofmebeforegettinginto

mydress

Stella:"damnthatlingerieistoomuch,afterseeing

thesepicturesI'msurehe'llsneaky'allawayfrom



thecrowd"

Me(laughing):"knowinghimhe'llprobablyendthe

weddingearly"

ShelaughsgivingmethephoneasIlookatthe

picture,theywerefire,IselectedtwoFromethe

frontandfromthebackandsendthemtohimon

WhatsApp,IfrownasInoticethatheremovedhis

profilepic,itwasapictureofourdaughter'slittle

handsholdingontoourfingers,butnowtherewas

noprofile,healwayshidhislastseen,mypictures

wereonlyonetick.

Me:"heyStella"

Shecametowardsme

Stella:"what'swiththefrown?"

Me:"Ithinkheblockedme"

Shetookmyphonetolook

Stella:"whywouldheblockyou,yougettingmarried

today,everyoneishereincludinghisfamily"

Isighshakingmyhead



Me:"maybehejustremovedhisprofilepictureand

hisphoneisoff,becausemycallshaven'tbeen

goingthrougheither"

Stella:"youcanseehowtraditionalandromantic

Trueis,heprobablybelievesthatthegroommust

notseeortalktothebrideontheweddingdayuntil

theymeetatthealtar"

Me(smiling):"youright,I'lltellhimtocheckthe

pictureswhenwemeet"

Beth:"getinthatdressnowchild"

IgiggleasItakethedress,itwashugeandso

beautiful,theshiningsparklingdiamondsalloverit

madeitlookmagical.Istillcan'tbelievewespent

somuchmoneyonadressI'llwearforonedayand

afewhours.

Beth:"yousobeautiful"

Stella:"thatcrownjustmakesyoulooksomuch

morebeautiful,youlooklikeaqueen"

Therewasasoftknockbythedoor



"It'salmosttimeladies"

Mydad'svoiceshoutsfromtheothersideofthe

door

Beth:"weready,justwaitingonyou"

"Okaythen,thegroomsmenandbridesmaidneedto

comemaketheirwaydowntheaisle"

Stella:"wecoming"

Shestandsinfrontofme

Stella:"youlookbeautiful,Trueistheluckiestman

alivetoday,allthebest"

Weshareapeck

Stella:"Iloveyou"

Me:"Iloveyoutoobabe"

Shewalksout

Beth:"it'sfinallyhappening"

Isighnoddingmyhead

Me:"Istillcan'tbelieveit"

Beth:"youbetterbelieveit,weallproudofyouand



wehereforit"

Me:"thankyouBeth"

Weshareahugasshemakesherwayoutwiththe

restoftheladiesleavingmealone.

IlookatmyselfinthemirrorandIdidnotrecognize

thewomanIwaslookingat,shewasnolongerthe

littlegirlshewasyesterday,Iwasabouttobecome

awholewife,me?Whowould'vethought?

Mymotherofcourse,shealwaysknewI'dendup

here,that'swhyallheradvicesaboutlovemade

sensetomenow,Ialmostfuckeditallup.

Me:"Iwishyouwereheremommy,you'dbeso

happyforme,you'dunderstandexactlyhowIfeel

todayandshareyourwisewords"

Ilookupblockingmyeyesastherewasasoft

knock,thatwasdaddy'sknock

Me:"comein"

Heopenedthedoorandmadehiswayinside

lookingatmeindisbeliefandawe

Dad:"wooowbabyyoulooksobeautiful"



Me:"thankyou"

Dad:"Ilovethisforyou"

Ismileemotionallyashiseyessparkletearfully

standinginfrontofme

Dad:"yourmothermustbescreamingandshouting

injoytellingeveryoneinheavenherdaughteris

gettingmarried"

Me(smiling):"dadpleasedon'tmakemecry,Ihavea

feelingthismakeupwillnotlasttoday"

Dad:"let'sgowaitbytheentrance"

Me:"isTrueherealready?"

Dad:"Ihaven'tseenhimyet,butIlastheardthathe

wascoming,he'sprobablytherenow"

Me(sighs):"okay"

Wewalkoutandstandbythedoorwatchingas

everyonewaitedforthegroomtomakehisentrance,

hewassupposedtocomefromanotherroom.

InoticedBandiletheresothatwasgood.



Itgotveryquiteaspeoplekeptturningwaitingfor

Truetowalkinbuthedidn't.

Me:"Dad,whereishe?"

Dad:"heshouldbeherebynow"

Me:"maybehe'sgettingcoldfeet,hisfatherisn't

thereeither"

Mytummygrumbled,Ifannedmyselfwithmyhand

asthetemperaturegothot.

Ipeepedoutsideagainandthecameramenwere

behindthecamerascapturingeverything.Theworry

inpeople'sfacesmakemykneesweekasmy

tummykeptmakingsounds.

Me(whisperingtomyself):"pleasedon'tdothisto

meTrue.....

Dad:"he'sprobablywithhisfathergetting

encouragingwords,thisishissecondweddingso

youcanimaginehowhefeels"

Inoduncertainly

ThedooropenedandTrue'sfatherwalkedin



MrMaseko:"we'vebeentryingtogetholdofhimbut

he'snotpickingupanymore...

Me:"what?Howcouldyouletthegroomsmenand

bridesmaidgowhenonespousewasn'tevenhere?"

MrMaseko:"whenwefirstcalledhesaidhe'dget

readyonhisownbyhisplace,afewminutesbefore

lettingthegroomsmenandbridesmaidgo,hesaid

hewasbythegateandweshouldletthemgo

in....nowhe'snotpickinguphisphonegoesstraight

tovoicemail"

MykneeswereshakinggettingweekasIwalked

awayfromthemabitandtookoffmyheels.What

washappeningrightnow?

Trueiseverythingbutnotevil.Hecan'tbeevil

enoughtostandmeuponourweddingday.

MrMaseko:"Idon'tknowwhatIshoulddonow,do

y'allhaveanyideawhatmightbegoingon?

BecauselasttimeItalkedtohimafewdaysagohe

washappyabouttoday....

Dad:"Idon'twanttobenegativebutmaybe

somethingbadhappenedonhisway"



MrMaseko:"maybehegotinacaraccident...ohmy

God,Ididn'tthinkaboutthat"

MyheadwasspinningandallIcouldthinkabout

wasourfightyesterday

Dad:"shithewassupposedtocomewithMatilda"

Ilookedaroundforachairtosit,sweatbroke

throughmymakeupdrippingdownmyface,isaton

achairandclosedmyeyesastheycontinued

guessingwhereTruemightbe,Irockedmyselfback

andforthholdingmybouquet

Bandilebudgesinandalleyeswereonhim

MrMaseko:"Bandilenyana,doyouhaveanyidea

wherethemanweareallhereforis?"

Bandile:"hejustcalledme"

Welookathiminanticipationandhetakesalong

pauseandlooksatmewithpity

Bandile(lookingatme):"hesaidhecan'tstandin

thewayoftruelove...thereforehewillnotbe

comingtoday,I'msosorryNaomibuthedoesn't

wanttomarryyoutoday"



Mywholeworldcametoastandstillaseverything

shutdownlikeIjustbecamedeafandcouldonly

hearthesoundofmyheartbeating,Icouldseemy

fathertalkingbickeringbackandforthwiththese

twomenbutitwassilent.

Myeyesweredryandtearswerenowheretobe

found,mybloodgotcold,itwaslikemysoulhad

leftmybodyasIfeltnothing,noemotions,nothing,

justaheartbeatbarleybeating.

Istoodupandheadedoutthedoorandalleyes

wereonmeasIwalkeddowntheaisle,itwassilent,

butlipsweremoving.

IfinallygottothealtartakingthemikeasIturned

andfacedeveryone.Everyonewaslookingatme,

somewithanticipationandsomewithsympathy.

Thecamerafacedme.

IopenedmymouthtospeakbutIforgothowto

speakEnglishoranywordsasIfrozelookingatthe

peoplelookingatme

.

.



.
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Tobecontinued
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MyheartwaspoundingoutofmychestasI

watchedherstandingthere,pale,speechlessand

frozen.No,thiscannotbehappening.Ihopehe's

delayedbysomethingelseandhe'snotnothereby

choicebecausethen,I'dneverforgivemyself,

Naomiwouldneverforgiveme.

Sheclearsherthroatandopenshertotospeak

onceagain

Naomi:"I......

Shetrailsoff,Iwanttogoupthereandsaveher

fromthis,speakonherbehalf,dosomething,but

therewasabsolutelynothingIcoulddo

Naomi:"I'm...I'msorryyouallgotdressedupfor

nothing,butsodidI,itturnsout,I'mnotgetting

married.I'msorryforwastingyourtime,pleasehelp

yourselfatthereceptionwithfoodanddrinks.

Thankyouforcoming"

Shegivesthemiketothepastorandwalksalong

theaislebacktothehouseasherfatherandStella

runafterher.



Amiddleagedlookingmangoestothefronttaking

themike

Him:"helloeveryone,I'mthegroomsfather,I

apologizesincerelyonbehalfofourchildrenand

thefamily,wedon'tknowthefulldetailsofwhatis

goingon,butwewillhaveameetingastwofamilies,

butthegroomiswellandstillverymuchaliveas

youmighthavewondered,pleasefollowthe

bridesmaidasthey'llusheryoutothereception,for

foodanddrinksyouarealsofreetoleaveasthere

won'tbeanycelebrationtonight.I'msorryforany

inconveniences,thankyouforyoursupportitis

greatlyappreciated"

Peoplegetup,someindisbeliefgossipingtoeach

otherastheyheadedtothereception.

IwantedtogoseehowNaomiwasdoingbutIknow

sheisstillmadatmeandherdayhasbeenruined,

I'llonlybemakingthingsworse.

Iheadtothereceptionandtherewasanopenbar,

everythinglookedverycoolandexpensive,the

decorandthisvenuewereoutofthisworld,it



could'vebeenaveryfunwedding.

Iorderafewshotsoftequilafromthebartender

whichwerefree.AfterafewdrinksIwasreadyto

goasIwalkedtomycar.

"Zeke,wait"

Iturnedlookingathim

MrNewton:"heyIdidn'tthinkyou'dcome"

Ishrugmyshoulders

Me:"Icameforafriend"

MrNewton:"howareyouholdingup?"

Me:"I'vebeenbetter"

Henodvigorously

MrNewton:"I'msorryagain,aboutyourmother"

Me:"it'scool"

MrNewton:"Naomiwillneedherbestfriendmore

thanever,Ihopewhateverhappenedbetweenthe

twoofyou,youcanbeabletofixitnowandlet

thingsgobacktohowtheywerebefore"



Me:"Idon'tthinkthat'spossibleanymore"

MrNewton:"youjusthavetothinkoutsidethebox,I

believeyoucanstillfixyourfriendship"

Me:"I'vefuckedupbadly,she'llneverforgiveme"

MrNewton:"itwouldn'thurttotry"

Inodreluctantly

Me:"aren'tyousupposedtobecomfortingheror

something?"

MrNewton:"she'slockedherselfintheroom,she

saidshe'llgohomewithStella"

Inod

MrNewton:"doyouwanttograbafewmoredrinks?

andtalk?"

Ilookathimashegivesmehiscontagioussmile,

it'sbeenawhilesincewe'vechilledtogether,justus

as...Iwouldn'tsayfriendsbecausewe'vehada

fatherandsonkindabondmorethanfriendship.

Me:"sure,whynot"

HesmilesasIwalktowardshimandhewrapshis



armaroundmyshoulder

MrNewton:"Imissedyouson"

Me:"Imissedyoutoopops"

Welaughheadingtowardsthebar

.

.

.

NAOMI

.

.

.

WearrivedatStella'sapartmentlaterthatevening,

shesaidshe'llborrowmeforafewdaystobeon

myownandshe'llstayatherparent'shouse.

Me:"thankyouforeverything"

Stella:"Idon'ttrustleavingyoualone,youhaven't

criedasingledrop"

Me:"I'llbefine,Ijustneedtocollectmythoughts,



everythingisjustscribbledanddoesn'tmakeany

sense"

Stella:"Igetyou,pleasedon'tdoanythingthatI

wouldn'tdo"

Me:"Iwon't"

Weshareatighthugbeforesheturnsandleaves

withhersmallluggage

IstandInfrontofherbigmirrorinherbedroom,I

wasstillwearingthedress.

Mymakeupwasstillprettyandintact.

Iunzippedmydresswithabitofastruggletoreach

thezipper.

Itookadeepbreathasitwasnowlooseanditslid

downasIsteppedoutofit.

Ipickeditupandputitonthebed.

IwentbacktothemirrorlookingatthelingerieI

waswearingandthoughtabouthowIdragged

Stellainthatshopjusttobuythisbeforegettingto



thevenue.

Somethinguncomfortablymovedinmychest.

Iopenedmylittlesuitcaseandtookoutmyskincare

toiletrieswalkingintothebathroomandstood

Infrontofherlongbathroommirrorwithalong

counter.Stellahadareallycutehouse,itwasnot

toobigandnotsmalleitherniceandspaciousand

veryclean.

Iwipedoffmymakeupandwashedmyface

multipletimesusingdifferentproductsbefore

gettinginthebathtubwithwarmalmosthotwater

andrelaxed.

******

Me:"I'mjustreallypassionateaboutroleplay,it's

likeahobbytome...andalsoIreallywantedto

impressourguestsothathopefullyonedaywhenI

goforauditionsI'llgetapartinoneofhis

screenplays"

Therewasafewlaughs,andfinallyabiggersmile



poppedonhisface

MrMaseko:"wellI'llmakesuretokeepthatinmind

Miss....

Me:"Newton"

MrMaseko:"Newton,butIwouldliketocommenton

theplayifthat'sokay?"

********

*******

MrMaseko:"MissNewton?"

Me(stammering):"hhhiSir"

I'mwreakinginnervesrightnow

MrMaseko:"classendedanhourago,Ijustgotoffa

meetingwithyourlecturers,youtheonlystudent

here,iseverythingalright?"

Me:"yeahI'mfine,myrideisonitsway,hejust

called"

MrMaseko:"ohhokayIdon'tthinkyouaresafe

waitinghereonyourownthough,soI'llwaitwith

you"



You'vegottobefuckenkiddingme,pleasecanI

wakeupfromthisdreamalreadyit'sbecomingtoo

much,myheartmightstopbeatingfromtoomuch

excitement

******

Me:"Maseko"

True:"Newton,youhaveoutdoneyourself,thatwas

amazing,youactuallymadetheaudiencecry"

Me:"thankyou,didImakeyoucry?"

True(laughs):"unfortunatelyI'veseensadderfilms

andplaysthatalsofailedtomakemecry,sono"

helaughs

Me:"oneday,I'llmakeyoucryMaseko"

True:"I'dliketoseeyoutry"

Welaugh,andourlaughdiesoutafterawhileand

there'ssilence

*********

True:"youokay?"



Isuckonitforawhileandtakeitout,myeyes

widenlookingattheshinydiamondring.

True:"what'sthat?"

Me:"No...nonothisisnothappening...

True:"what'snothappening?"

Ilookupathimwithtearsfallingdownmyface

Me:"it'saring...Ithinksomeonedroppeditby

mistake,ortheygavethewrongorder...or...

True:"sowhyyoucrying?"

Me(tearfully):"Idon'tknow...IknowthisisnotwhatI

thinkitis"

Hestandsupandpullsmetostandonmyfeetas

welookintoeachother'seyes,myheartwas

beatingfastandIcouldsensehownervoushewas

Hetakestheringfrommyhandcleaningitwiththe

tissuethatwasonthetable.

Me:"ohmyGoditis....

True:"Ihavethoughtaboutitseveraltimes,ofhow

lifewouldbe,ifwespendittogetherforever.Ihave



realizedthatyouarethegirlthatistrulymadefor

meandI'malsothemanthatismadeforyou,we

sharesomuchchemistry,everythingwithyouhas

beeneffortlesseversincewemet,everymomentI

spendwithyouisthebestmomentofmylife,I

neverknewthatanangellikeyoustillexistsinthis

world...

Me(cryingsilently):"True....

Hegoesdownononeknee

True:"Ipromisetobethereforyoueverysingle

momentofyourlife,Iwillbebyyourside,Ipromise

totakeverygoodcareofyou,however,rightnowall

thatI'maskingyou,isabeautifultokenofmyheart,

wouldyoumarryme?"

*******

Andjustlikethatmysobsechoedinthebathroom

astearsfellfromthesideofmyeyesdrippinginto

thewater,Isituphuggingmykneesandmytears

pourintothetubasthepainattacksmeallatonce

anditwasthemostunbearablepainI'veeverfelt



knowingdeepdownI'llneverevergettoexperience

thatkindofloveeveragainfeltlikebulletsshooting

rightthroughmyfleshintomyheart.

Ican'tbelieveIdestroyedmyownfamily,howdoes

onemoveonfromthis,howdoIfixit?Itcan'tend

likethis.Itcan't.

.

.

.

TRUE

.

.

.

Shefinallyclosedhereyes,Iwaitedforabitstill

rockingherinmyarmsuntilshewasindeepsleep.

IputherinherCot.

Iwenttothebedroomandgotbackinbedthat

hasn'tbeenmadeallday.

I'velockedmyselfinthehouseallday,myphone



wasoff.ThereweremanytimesIthoughtabout

goingtotheweddingbutIjustcouldn'tbringmyself

to.Icouldn'tbringmyselftocancelthewedding

becauseIreallywantedtogetmarriedtoday,Iwoke

upandgotmyselfready,Iworemysuit,IthoughtI

couldputitallbehindmeandmoveonwithmywife.

Myheartjustwouldn'tletmedothattomyself,she

failedtochoosemewhenIneededhermost,she's

beendistant,neversetboundarieswithherexno

matterhowmanytimesIaskedher,theywouldget

tooplayfulandflirtyinfrontofmeandIhadtoact

toughlikeitdidn'tbotherme,whenIpointeditout,I

wastoldI'mmakingabigdealoutofnothing,my

feelingshavebeenconstantlydisregarded,coming

homelate,andfinallysleepingoverathisplacein

hismostvulnerablestatewhereanythingcould've

happenedwhicheveryboneinmebelievedid.

AllthesethingsranthroughmymindeverytimeI

lookedatherring,orstooduptoleaveI'dsitback

down.

Makingthedecisionofnotshowingupwaslast

minuteanditwasthehardestandmostpainful



thingI'veeverdoneformyself.Thisdecisionwas

completelyformeandmysanity,Naomiisakid

andshestillhastogrowandfigureherselfout,she

willneverdothatwithmeinthepicturepushingher

tobecomeawomanshe'snotreadytobecome.I

hatethatitcametoapointwhereIhumiliatedher

today,butIalsohumiliatedmyself.

IhadasevereheadachefromallthecryingI've

donesinceyesterdaytilltoday.

Ireallylovedthatwoman,Istillloveherverymuch

andasmuchiwould'velikedit,sheisnottheone

forme,herheartbelongstosomeoneelse.Asfor

me,yeahI'mneverattemptingthismarriagething

everagain,it'sclearlynotforme.

Thesadpartis,thewayIcareaboutthatwoman,I'd

neverlethercuttoffpeoplethatmatterinherlife

speciallyknowingthatshe'slivingwithalife

threateningcondition,allIwantedwastobemadea

priorityjustlikehowshewasmypriority,yesIhave

friendsandfamilybutiftheyhurtingmywifeI'dnot

onlystandupforherandprotectherfromthem,but

I'ddistancemyselffromthemuntiltheylearnto



respectherthewayIrespecther,thiswasnot

aboutcuttingoffZekebutitwastoknowwhereI

standinherlifeandclearlyIstoodbelowhim

becausehecamefirstinherheart.Idon'tthinkI

would'vebeenhappysharingalifewithsomeone

wholovedherfriendmorethanme,whenIputher

inthepositionofchoosingitwasatestofherlove

formeofwhatshe'dsacrificetobewithme,guess

itwasjusttoohardofasacrificetomake,I'dnever

makethepersonIlovechoosebetweenpeopleshe

caresaboutandmejusttoboostmyego,butwhere

Istarttofeelsidelinedandunimportanttosomeone

whomattersthemosttome,Ihavetofindout

whereIstandonewayortheother,andIdid.Itwas

nottheoutcomeIwashopingfor,butIfoundthe

truth.

IloveherbutIlovememoretoputmyselfthrough

thatGodknowsI'dnevermakeherfeelsecondbest

fromanyonewhetherit'sfamily,friendsheckeven

ourkidswouldknowthatmywifecomesfirst,

becausewetheoneswho'llgrowoldtogetherand

takecareofeachother,forallweknowthekidswill



betoobusytakingcareoftheirownfamilies,

sometimeskidsgrowuptobeungratefulandcut

parentsofffortheirpartnersorwhateverreasons,

attheendofthisforeverlifewe'llonlyhaveeach

othertotakecareof.Shewasneverreadytomarry

ifshecouldn'tunderstandthis.

I'mgratefultohaveexperiencedthiskindoflove

thougheventhoughImight'vepouredmorethanI

receivedbutIsureenjoyedeverybeautifulmoment.

I'veneverfeltlovelikethisbeforeandIknowitonly

comesonceinalifetime,Ilovedlovingher,shewas

thebestpartofmylife,wellIguesssheachieved

hergoalformeafterall

*******

Naomi:"I'mgoingtoproveyouwrongMaseko,Love

isnotdead,andoneday,you'llgodownonyour

kneesandapologizetome,whenIfindyou

someoneyou'llfallheadoverhealsfor,you'llsee"



Ismileshakingmyhead

Me:"IlikeyourspiritKid,butIneverlose,fallingfor

amythissomethingthat'llneverhappentome,

markmywords,asforgettingdownonmyknees

haaa(chortles)inyourdreamsmaybe"

Shefoldsherarmslookingatmewithheronebrow

raisedgivingmeadaringexpression.

Naomi:"ohMaseko,trustandbelieve,youwillgo

downonyourknees,oneday,loveisgoingtoknock

youdownyou'llneverbeabletogetbackup"

*******

OhIwentdownonmykneesalrightandlovedid

knockmedown,andfranklyIdon'tthinkI'lleverget

backup.Igiveherthat.

Iswitchoffthelightandtrytodozeoffclosingmy

eyesbutmymindhadamillionthoughtsasmy

heartbrokealloveragain.



.

.

.

*******

SometimesTruelovedies

*******

Tobecontinued
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Iwaswokenupbyaloudknockonthedoor.Ipull

theblanketuptocovermyheadtryingtoignorethe

consistentinfuriatingsoundofthedoor.Theymight

aswellbreakitdownatthispoint.

Igetupfumingheadingtothedoor,Ilookoutthe

windowtoseewhoitwas.

Iclosemyeyesandsigh,damnStellayoutraitor.

Iopenthedoorandhelooksatmewithaperturbed

expression

Me:"whatareyoudoinghere?"

"Everyonehasbeenworriedaboutyou,yourphone

hasbeenofffortwoweeksnow,youknowyouhave

peoplethatcareaboutyouright?"

Me:"shouldn'tyoubegone,somewherefaraway

frommeandnevertalkingtomeagain?"



Zeke:"Ididn'tmeanallthatIsaidaboutleavingyou,

I'msorry,IsaiditoutofjealousyIguess"

Isitonthecouch

Me:"wellI'msureyouoverthemoonnow,there's

nothingtobejealousaboutanymore"

Zeke:"andI'msosorryaboutthat"

Me:"sorryisnotgoingtofixanythingsojuststop

sayingit"

Zeke:"okay"

Hesitsontheothercouch

Me:"howdidyoufindme?"

Zeke:"Stella"

Iheaveasigh

Zeke:"Iknowsorrywon'tfixanythingbut,Iknow

thisisallmyfault,Ididn'trespectthatyouwereina

relationshipandIsmotheredyouwithmypresence,

Ididn'trespectTrueatallandI'dgetplayfulwith

youandstealyourattentionfromhimonpurpose

becauseIknewit'dmakehimjealous,Ididn't



respectyourboundariesevenafteryousetthem,I

tookadvantageofyoursoftspotforme,itwas

reallyselfishofmeandsayingthosethingsafter

youriskedyourrelationshiptocomecomfortme

whenyouknewIwasn'tinagoodspace,you've

beenatruefriendtomeandI'vebeentheworst,I

should'veprovedmyloveforyoubylettingyougo

andacceptingthatyourheartbelongstosomeone

else,Imissedmychanceayearagowhenyou

constantlypouredoutyourhearttomebutIwas

toomuchofaboyandacowardtohandlepurereal

love,Ialsodidn'twanttoloseyouasafriend,I

guesswhenyoustartedlovingsomeoneelseI

realizedIwouldloseyouasafriendanyway

becauseatsomepointnomanwouldacceptamale

bestiespeciallyoneyou'vebeenintimatewith...

pleasefinditinyourhearttoforgiveme"

Ilookupblockingthetearsthathavewelledupin

myeyesandblinkthembackin

Me:"youknewthiswouldhappen,youwerenot

beinggenuine,youwerewaitingonmyrelationship

withTruetofail?"



Zeke:"Ithoughtyou'dwantmebackagain,Icouldn't

acceptthatyouonlylovedmeasafriend"

Me(tearfully):"excuseme"

Igetupandheadtothebedroomclosingthedoor

behindmeasthepainfeastsonmyheartonce

more

.

.

.

TRUE

.

.

.

Matildawascryinghysterically,Itriedfeedingher

butshedidn'twantherbottle,hernappywasclean,

theweatherwasnottoohotitwasalrightandI

didn'tstuffherwithclothing,Idon'tknowwhatelse

Ishoulddonowbecauseshewon'tstopcryingher

faceisevenpinknow.Ifedherthemedication



sinceshehastheflue,Ithinkhernoseisstuffy,I

putVaselineandrubbedVicksonherchesttomake

themsoftfortheboogerstofalloff.

"Waaahhh!!!Wahhh!!...

Iwascarryingherwithherheadonmyshoulder

Me:"I'msorrymybaby,Iknowit'spainful...

Icouldtellshewastiredandwantedtosleepbut

thefluemadeithardforher.

Itookmycarkeysandheadedouttothecarputting

heronhercarchairandbutbucklingherupmaking

hercryevenmore,Itookherpacifierandputitin

hermouthbutshepusheditout

"(Wailing)waaahhhhwaahhhhhhwahhhh...

Igottomysideanddroveofftotheclinic

Ibrushedhertummytryingtocalmherdownwhile

driving

Ilookatthedoctor

Me:"pleasehelp"



Shesmilesassheleadsmeintoheroffice

Me:"wehereagain,Idon'tknowwhattodoanymore,

themedicationisnotworking"

Doc:"bringsherhere"

Shetakesherbutshecriesevenmore

Doc:"ohmy,she'sreallynotwell"

Me:"pleasehelpmybaby,she'shonestlybreaking

myheart"

Doc:"ohokayit'sokayprincess"

Shetakesatubeputtingitinhernosewhichhad

somethingthatlookedlikeaninflatedballoonas

shesqueezeitanditsucked.Shealsogaveheran

injection.

ThecryingdieddownbutshewasstillirritatedsoI

gaveherabottleandshesuckedasifherlife

dependedonit.

Me:"shewashungry"

Doc:"yeahbutshecouldn'teatbecauseofclogged

nose,I'llgiveyousomethingsimilartothistubeyou



canuseathomeifhernosegetscloggedagain"

Me:"I'dappreciatethat"

Doc:"withtheinjectionIjustgavehernow,she'llbe

asleepbeforeyouevengethome"

Me(sighs):"that'smusictomybleedingears"

Shelaughsjottingdownsomethingonapeaceof

paper

Doc:"themotherissoluckytohaveahandson

fatherforherbaby"

Me:"I'mtheluckyone,sheblessedmewiththis

cuteness"

Shesmilesgivingmethepaper

Doc:"pleasecollectthesebythereception"

Me:"okay,thankyou"

Iheadout

Indeedshewasfastasleeponourway

MyphonerangandIanswered



Me:"hello?"

"Don'tforgetaboutthatmeetingtoday"

Me:"didyoumanagetogetholdofher?"

"Herfathersaidshewillbethere"

Me:"doIreallyneedtobethere?"

"Aldo,pleasedon'tstart,youarestilltrending

becauseofthestuntyoupulled"

Me:"Idon'tthinkI'mreadytofaceher"

"Youneverwill,themeetingwillbeinanhour,I'mon

mywaywithmybrother"

Me:"okay,safetrip"

"Seeyou,bye"

Hehangsup.IsighasIcontinuedriving

.

.

.

ZEKE



.

.

.

Shefinallycameoutfromthebedroomafter

approximatelytwentyminutes,myheartsinks

lookingintoherbloodredpuffyeyes.

Me:"Naomi,Ihavecausedenoughdamageinyour

life,ifyoudon'twanttoeverseemeagainI'll

understand"

Sheshakesherheadsittingdownnexttome

Naomi:"Iunderstand,Iunderstandwhyyoudid

whatyoudidbecauseI'vedoneittoyoutoo,whenI

wastryingtowinyourheart,proposingtheno

stringsattachedthing,sleepingwithyouwhile

Sbahlewasinthepicture,flirtandbeextraplayful

inherpresenceknowingit'dmakeherjealous,

callingyouatnightwhenIknewyouwerewithher

tocomeover,I'mnotproudofitbutIwasjealous

andIwantedyouformyself....intheprocessofall

thatTruewassupposedtobejustafriendwho

helpedmetomakeyoujealous,butinsteadwe



endedupfallingforeachotherforreal,andyou

endedupfallingforme,soIguessthisstrategy

works,itworkedtobreakyouupwithSbahle,and

nowitworkedforyoutoo....theonlydifferenceis,

I'mnotinlovewithyouanymore,I'minlovewith

someoneelse,I'msorryZeke,thisisallmyfaultI

shouldn'thaveruinedourfriendshiplikethat,Ifeel

terribleforgoingthroughallofthattomakeyoufall

forme,onlytorejectitlikethis,Iknowhowpainful

itis,pleaseforgiveme"

Iwipemytearsandsmile

Me:"Iguessweeven"

Shechucklesthroughthetearswipingthem

Me:"Ijustwantustomoveonfromthis,Ipromiseto

beagoodfriendfromnowon,nomorefunny

business,andI'llrespectyourrelationshipsand

keepmydistancerespecttheboundaries,allthat

reallymatterstomenowisyourhappiness,evenif

youfinditinsomeoneelse,I'llalwaysbehereto

supportyouandneveragainshallIbeagainstyou

andwhatyourheartwants"



Shetakesmyhand

Naomi:"thankyou,Ipromisetoo"

Welookateachotherforawhileandsmileaswe

getcloserandshareahug

Me(sighsinrelief):"GodImissedyou"

Naomi:"Imissedyoutoo"

Webreakthehugafterawhile

Me:"ItalkedtoTrue....

Sheliftshereyebrowscuriously

Me:"ItoldhimeverythingIjusttoldyou,howI'mthe

reasonhedidn'tmarryyouandhowmyplan

worked...

Naomi:"whatdidhesay?"

Me:"heunderstood,buthesaid,despiteallthat,if

youreallylovedhim,itwouldn'thaveworked,you

would'verespectedhimandkepttheboundaries

regardlessbecauseIdidnotputagunonyourhead

toactthewayyoudid,togooutandcomebacklate

evenwhenyouknewhewasnotcomfortablewithit,



whenyoucametomeeventhoughheneededyou

toothatnightwasevidenttohimwhowillalways

comefirst"

Shesighstearfullylookingdown

Naomi:"he'sright,Ithoughtushangingoutwas

harmlessfunitwasniceunwindingandpartying

likeweusedtowithoutthinkingaboutdeathor

treatments,Trueisamorereservedandclassyguy

andhiskindafunnightsoutIguesstheyarenice

tooandIenjoy,butIloveandmissedthewildside

wehadbackinvarsity,IknewassoonasIgot

marriedallthatwouldend,Istillactedchildish

though,IhadnoideathatIwasdestroyingmy

relationship"

Me:"Idon'tthinkhemindedallthat,theonlyissue

wasthatitwaswithme"

Naomi:"probably..."

Therewassilenceforawhile

Me:"pleasefreshenupandgetdressed,youneedto

getoutofhere,lookatyou,youevenlighterthan

beforeandyou'velostweight,let'sgofeedyou



somegoodfood"

Naomi:"didyouseesocialmedia?I'mthetalkofthe

world,myembarrassingweddingisstilltrending,

I'mnotreadytogooutthere"

Zeke:"youcan'thideforever,thelasttimeIchecked

youwerenotonetoentertainnegativityfrommedia,

whystartnow"

Me:"becausenow,it'stoodeepandithurts"

Zeke:"Naomi,peoplewillalwaystalk,youcan'tlive

yourlifewalkingoneggshellslikeyounotahuman

beingwhohasherflawsandmakesmistakes,you

can'tletonebadthingdetermineyourwholelife,life

istooshortandprecioustobecarefulandyouhave

abeautifuldaughtertoliveforwhileyoustillcan,I

knowhowcarefreeandfearlessyouareandI'm

sureyouwantthatforyourdaughtertoo,there's

stillsomanythingsyouhavetodoandachieve,

there'snotimetobelivingyourlifeforabunchof

strangerswhowouldjudgewhateverthatisfedto

thembytheinternet,youcan'talwaysliveforthe

internet,it'snowtimetoliveforyourself,whoever



talksletthemtalk,youdoyouandcontinuebeinga

betterversionofyou,aslongasyougotyourfamily

andclosefriendswholoveyouregardlessofyour

mistakes,youhavenothingtoworryaboutreally,

pleasegetdressedsowecangoandeat,doitfor

yourself"

Shesmileslookingatme

Naomi:"lookatyouallwiseandmotivational"

Ilaughlookingawayfromher

Naomi(sighs):"Idomissmydaughterlikecrazy,

andnowthatyoumentionit,I'mstarving!"

Me:"exactlynowgetmoving!"

Shepushesme

Naomi:"don'tthinkyou'reDrPhilnow,youstillan

idiot"

Ipushherandpokethesidesofhertummyasshe

fallsonherbacklaughingoutloud,Icontinue

ticklingherandshewasintearslaughing

breathlesslybeggingmetostop

Naomi(laughingbreathlessly):"ok!Stooop...



Ifinallyletgoofherasshelaughs

Itfeltsogoodseeingandhearingherlaughagain

Naomi(laughingwhilewalkingaway):"okayletme

gogetdressed"

Me:"youdothat"

.

.

.

NAOMI

.

.

.

Wedrovetoaniceburgerspotandgotburgersand

frieswithcolddrink,wewerechillinginthecar

eatingwhileparkedbythebeachlookingattheview.

Isighchewing,itfeltgoodtobeoutofthehouse,I

didhidemyfacewithabigsunhatandsunglasses

though,comingoutofthehousewasthefirststep,



showingmyface,willneedstrengthonitsownday.

Me:"thankyouforgettingmeoutthehouse,Ididn't

realizehowmuchImissedoutdoors"

Zeke(laughing):"youwerelikeavampirewhenyou

steppedoutintothesun"

Me(laughing):"Ineverknewhowbrightoutsidewas

untiltoday"

Wesatthereforawhileuntilwefinishedourfood

andrelaxedinsilence.

Hestartedthecaranddriveoff

Me:"Iwasstillenjoyingtheviewyouknow"

Zeke:"Iknow,butwehavetobesomewhere"

Me:"where?"

Zeke:"you'llsee"

Ifrownlookingathim

Me:"youbetternottakemetothatcrazystripclub

youtookmetothatnightofthecrazybachelorette

parties"



Helaughsoutloud

Zeke:"youendedupenjoyingitthough"

Me:"ofcourseIdidbecauseIgotdrunk"

Zeke(laughing):"nowthatyoumentionit,it'snota

badideatakingyoutheretonight"

Me:"I'llkillyou"

Ifrownconfusedasmyheartskipsabeatlooking

atwherehewasdrivingthrough

Me:"Zeke...

Zeke:"Naomi,youcan'tavoidthisforever"

Me:"Ireallydon'twanttorevisitthatday,the

embarrassment,I'mnotreadytofacethis

embarrassmentinfrontofthefamilyagain"

Zeke:"it'sbestyoufaceitnowandtrymoving

forwardfromit,keepavoidingit,it'llalwaysberight

therewaitingonyoutofaceit"

Me:"I'mgettingtiredofyoumakingsomuchsense

today"

Helaughsdrivingin,myhearstartedpoundingasI



noticedhiscar

Me:"he'sheretoo?"

Zeke(nodding):"yeah"

Wewalkinandalleyeswereonme,Iwasnot

preparedforthis,myeyeslandedonhimashewas

lookingdownnotabletolookatme.Dadcame

rushingtowardsme

Dad:"ohhmybabycomehere"

HesayswithhisarmswideopenasIsnuggleinto

hiswarmembrace

Me:"I'msorryfordisappearing"

Dad:"don'tbe,Istillloveyou"

Me:"Iloveyoutoodaddy"

WebreakthehugasIlookupathim

Dad:"thefamilywantstodiscusswhathappened"

Inod

Zeke:"I'llbeoutside"



Dad:"thankyouforbringingher"

HenodsasdadleadsmetotheloungeandIsit

nexttohimseeingthemherebringsbackmemories

ofthelasttimetheywereherforlobolanegotiations.

Isighwithaheavyheart.

MrMaseko:"unjaniNkosazana?"

Me:"I'mfine"

MrMaseko:"wehereasfatherstoyouandourson,

westilldon'tknowwhathappenedbecausewe

wereallwaitingforabeautifulweddingthatday,but

therewasn'tany,traditionally,youarehusbandand

wiferegardlessofthewhiteweddingtakingplaceor

not,Aldo,yourwifewaitedforyoubutyoudecided

toembarrassherbysayingyouwerecomingwhen

youknew..youwerenot,pleasetakeusoutofthe

darkandexplainsowecanfindawayforward"

Hesighsstilllookingdown,Ilookawayfromhim

lookingatmyhands

True:"uhm...(clearsthroat)...Ijustwanttoapologize

tothewholefamilyoftheNewtons,I'msosorryfor

thehurtandtheembarrassmentI'vecausedforyou,



thatwasnotthewayIshould'vedonethings,I

promisedmyselfI'dneverputanyoneinthat

positionbecauseIknowhowitfeelslike,andthe

wayIloveyourdaughterIwould'veneverever

imaginedmyselfdoingthattoher....

IlookupathimandoureyeslockedbeforeIlooked

downagain

True:"ThetruthisNaomiandI,weeksbeforethe

weddingwewerehavingproblems,problemsI

foresawdestroyingourmarriageinfuture,Ihadmy

insecuritiesandshehadhers,andtheywerebound

tocomebetweenusatsomepoint,weknewthis

fromthebeginningofourrelationship,butwewere

bothsurewecouldmoveandworkpassedthemfor

thesakeofourlove,buttheycamebackstronger

beforetheweddingandwewerefightingevery

night,itwasnothealthyanditwasbecomingtoo

toxicforthebothofus,IknowIwaswrongtonot

showupattheweddinglikethatandI'mgreatly

sorry,Ishould'vecalledthefamiliesandcancelled

likeagrownman,Ijustdidn'thavethegutsandI

reallybelievedIwasgettingmarriedtotheloveof



mylifethatday,notshowingupwasalastminute

decisionasIwasalreadydressed.I'vealwaysput

otherpeoplebeforemeforthesakeoftheir

happiness,butifIgotmarriedthatday,itwould've

beenmeshuttingmyselfandmyheartoutand

puttingeverybodyelse'sfirstbeforemine,Ireally

wantedtogetmarried,butwebothneededtogrow

andfiguresomethingsoutbeforerushinginto

marriage,I'msorrytohavewastedthefamily's

time"

Ican'tevendescribehowIwasfeelingrightnow,

butithurteveryorganinme

Hedoesn'twantmeanymore

MrMaseko:"True,doyoustillloveNaomi?"

Henods

True:"yes"

MrMaseko:"Naomi,doyoustillloveTrue?"

Inod

Me:"verymuch"

MrMaseko:"Iguessthisstillhaspotentialtobe



fixed"

Heshakeshishead

True:"lovealoneisnotenoughforamarriageorany

relationship"

MrMaseko:"ifyoucouldtrycounseling,Ithinkit

couldhelp"

True:"itwon't,weknowwhattheproblemwasbut

westillcouldn'tfixit,Idon'tthinkastrangercanfix

iteither"

MrMaseko:"howwouldyouknowifyounotwilling

totry?"

True:"becauseI'vetried,andifmyeffortsarenot

enough,Idon'tthinkeveninmarriagethey'lleverbe,

I'vemademydecision"

MrMaseko:"youneedtimetothinkaboutthis,we'll

giveyouyourspaceandyoucanworkitout

together,ifnotforyourselves,thenatleastforthe

sakeofyourdaughterandtherelationshipwe've

alreadybuiltwiththisfamily"

Heremainssilent,it'stakingalotinmetonotbreak



downandcry,butIhavebeenembarrassedenough

soI'llsavethemforwhenI'malone.

Dad:"Trueson,Idonotknowyourreasonsasclear

asyouandNaomi,thereforeIwillnotbebiasand

noonecanforcesomeonetomarryanyone,I'mjust

gladthatyounoticedthis"problem"beforediving

intosuchahugeunionshipofcommittedlove,if

therewassomethingyoucouldn'ttolerateoraccept

whileshewasstillyourgirlfriend,itwillonlyget

worseinmarriage,soIrespectyourdecision,my

daughterwillcrybutwithtimeshewillheal,andI

hopeyouhealtoo,Iwouldlikeforustonotbe

strangersbutkeeptherelationshipbetween

familiescivil,forthesakeofourgranddaughterso

thatshegrowsuptoenjoybothsidesofherfamily

withnoconflict"

MrMaseko:"I'msohonoredyousaidthisMr

Newton,Iknowbeingafatherofayoungwoman,

she'llalwaysbeyourlittlegirlandwouldtakeoutall

gunstoprotectherwhenneeded,soweasthe

Masekosaregratefulforyourunderstanding"

MrMaseko2:"wewillkeeptherelationshipbetween



thefamiliespeaceful,wealsoloveour

granddaughterandI'msuretheparentswould

appreciatethistoo"

Truenodshisheadinagreement

Dad:"beforeweendthismeeting,Naomihoney,do

youwanttosaysomething?"

Isighlookingupbuttearsthreatenassoonasmy

eyeslandonhimsoIlookbackdown,thepasttwo

weeksIwasinshockanddenial,Ithoughthe'dpop

upatmydoorstepandsayhedidn'tmeantodo

whathedid,itwasamistake,buthedidn't,andnow

hejustconfirmedthathereallydoesn'twantme

andnothingcanbedonetochangehismind.

Nothing.

Me(scratchythroat)Ijust....

Iclearmydrythroatandswallowthehardlump

Me:"I'msorry,I'msorryfornotbeingagoodwife

anddaughter,I'msorryfromthebottomofmyheart

(theyshaketheirheadsindisagreement)IwishI

could'vedonebetter,butI'malsothankfultoyour

sonforshowingmewhatTruelovefeelslike,you



onlygettoexperiencethatonceinalifetime,at

leastIcanleavethisworldcontentthatI'vealso

tastedit...butIguessnothingeverreallylasts

forever"

Dadholdsmyhandsqueezinggivingmestrengthto

keepmyemotionsincheck

Ilookupathimandhiseyeswerefilledwithtears

astheyweresparklingbutdidn'tletthemescape

Dad:"nowlet'stalkaboutthebaby?"

True:"Matildawillstaywithme,shecanvisitNaomi"

MrMaseko:"ayibowasthatasuggestionora

demand?"

True:"I'msorry,ifthatisokaywithyou?"

Dad:"Iwouldliketorequestthebabystayswith

NaomiandvisitsTrue"

MrMaseko:"shegavebirthtothatbabyandgiving

birthisalifethreateningpainfulprocess,it'sonly

fairthebabystayswiththemother,mothershave

deeperbondswiththebabiesthanwewillever

know,Son,pleaselet'snotfightthisone"



Hebrusheshisfaceandnods

True:"okay,shecanstaywithher,we'lldiscussthe

visitingarrangements"

Me:"No...

Dad:"honeyyouhavetolethervisithischild"

Me:"No,Imeanno,MatildashouldstaywithTrue,I

thinkit'sforthebestshestayswithhimfulltime

andIgetthevisits"

Dad:"what?Naomi,don'tmakedrasticdecisions,

youarehermother,youdeservehertoo"

Me:"Trueneedshermore,I'llbeokaywithvisits,I

thinkit'sforthebestifsheliveswithherfatherand

becomfortablewithhim,buildastrongunshakable

bond,he'llalwaysbethereforheruntilshegrows

intoayoungwoman,Iknowyougoingtomakethe

bestgirldadintheworldandourdaughterwill

alwayscherishyou,I'llmakethemostofwhatever

timeIhavewithherandtrybeingabettermother,it

washorriblespendingthesepasttwoweeks

withoutherbutaspainfulasitwasIsurvived,I'm

doingwhat'sbestforherbylettingherlivewithher



father,ifanymancouldtrulyloveandprotectmy

daughteratallcosts,ItrustTrue"

TherewassilenceasIcouldfeelthatmywords

werestillsinkingin,Icouldn'tbehereanymore,it

wastoomuchforme.

Me(breakingvoice):"canIbeexcusedplease?"

Idon'twaitforthemtorespondasIheadout

gettinginthecar

Me:"pleasetakemebackwhereyoupickedme"

Hestartsthecarwithoutsayinganythingandwe

driveoffasIstareoutthewindowandthetears

finallyleakdownmyface

.

.

.

********

Steptwo:painandguilt

*******
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Me:"thankyouforeverything,Idon'tknowwhatI

would'vedonewithoutyou"



Stella:"don'tmentionit,I'mgladyoufinallygetting

outthehouse"

Me:"Ihavenochoice,I'mflyingtoAmerica

tomorrow,it'sbacktowork"

Stella:"atleastTruewaskindenoughtogivey'all

twoweeksoff"

Me:"yeahitwassupposedtobeforourhoneymoon

butIguesshedidn'tcancelit"

Stella:"hecan'texpectyoutogotorightafterthe

dayhedidn'tmarryyou"

Me:"okaylet'snottalkaboutitplease,thishouseis

awesome,evenbetterthanthepicturesonproperty

24,thankyoudoingeverythingforme,Ioweyou

one"

Stella:"don'tberidiculous,that'swhatfriendsare

for"

WeshareahugasIaccompaniedheroutandshe

droveoff.

Igetbackinsidethehouse,wedidabitofshopping

togetherforafewthingsIneededinthehouse,like



thebed,couches,TV,dishesandotherthings,I'll

getmorestuffastimegoeson.TheTVwasalready

installedonthewallforme,itwashugewhichis

goodbecauseTVismyalldayeveryday

entertainment.

Nowallthat'sleftistobuymyselfacarandgive

Truebackhiscar,it'storturedrivinginthatcarit

smellslikehimandit'sasmellthatjustdoesn't

disappear.

TodayIwasgoingtogofetchmydaughter,I

neededtospendanightwithherbeforeleaving

tomorrow,I'vemissedhersomuchbutIwasn'tina

goodspaceforhertobearoundme,Icouldn'teven

takecareofmyself,Ididn'twanttocontinueliving

.

.

.

ZEKE

.

.



.

Ibentdownandpickedtheflowersonmydoorstep.

IlookatthemconfusedasIopenthedoorand

makemywayinside,Idropmysuitcaseonthe

couchandloosenmytieasIheadtowardsthe

kitchencounterputtingtheflowersdownsoIcan

readthenote.

"I'mgladyouenjoyedthepieneighborxoxo"

Asmilecreepsonmyface

Itakemyphoneandtexther

"(Me)thanksfortheflowers Ididn'texpect

youtoanswermelikethatthough"

"Ihopeyoulikethem "

"(Me)Ilovethem"

"Whatyouhavingfordinnertonight?Icookedalot

offood,youcancomejoinme"

'(Me)Iactuallyjustgotbackfromworkandwould

appreciatethat,I'llbethereinafewminutes?"

" OkaythenI'llsetthetable"



IappreciatetheflowersbutwhatamIgoingtodo

withthem?Idon'treallykeepflowersoranyplants

inthehousebecauseofmysinus.

Iheadupstairschangingintomycomfortclothes

asmyphoneringsfromthebed

Ilookatitandsmileanswering

Me:"hey"

"I'minsomuchpain"

Me:"areyougoingtolabor?"

"No,it'sjustcontractions,I'maloneandinsomuch

pain"

Me:"okay,I'mcoming,whatdoyouneedmeto

bring?"

"Ican'tthinkofanythingrightnow"

Me:"okayI'llberighttherethen"

"Okay"

ShehangsupasIgrabmycarkeysdownstairsand

headout



Igettothehouseandknockonthedoorcarryinga

fewthingsinaplasticbag

Sheopensthedoor

Jordan:"heyyy"

Ifrownconfusedlookingather

Me:"youalright?"

Jordan:"comein"

Imakemywayinsideputtingthethingsonthe

counterasshewalksuptotheplasticandopensit

checkingwhatwasinside

Jordan:"youboughtallmyfavorites,thankyou"

Me:"how'sthepain?"

Jordan:"it'sgonenow,itcomesandgoes"

Me:"areyouserious?"

Jordan:"I'msorrydidIdisturbotherplansyouhad?"

Me:"No,butIthoughtyouweregoingthroughsome

seriousshit"



Jordan:"Iwas,butit'sgonefornow"

Isighwalkingtowardsthedoor

Jordan:"wait,youleaving?"

Me:"yes,youarefinenowsoyoudon'tneedme"

Shelooksatmewithalongface

Jordan:"whyareyousomeantome?"

Me:"whatdoyoumean?Ijustdrovefifteenminutes

tocomecheckonyou"

Jordan:"andyoucan'twaittoleave,younoteven

goingtotrymakeconversation?"

Me:"thisiswhatIwasavoiding,conversationwith

youalwaysendsinanargument"

Herlipscurvewithhereyessparkling,shebreaks

downintotearswalkingtowardsthelounge,Isigh

heavilyandwalktowardstheloungesittingnextto

her,she'sbeenlikethisforawhilenow,her

emotionsareveryeasilytriggeredandeverylittle

thingmakeshercry,hermoodswingsareapainin

theass,butIstillcareaboutherandIhateseeing

hercry.



MyphonegetsanotificationonmyhandIlookat

themessage

"Areyoustillcoming?I'mready...Imeanthedinner

isready "

Isighclosingthemessage

Me:"okay,I'msorryforbeinginsensitive,Ijustfeel

likeyouliedtomeonlyformetocomehere"

Jordan(crying):"Iwasn'tlying,Ireallywasinpain"

Imoveclosertoherwrappingmyarmsaroundher

shoulderassherestsherheadonmychest

Me:"shhhI'msorry,pleasestopcrying,you're

breakingmyheart"

ShesniffsasIwipehertearsaway,shewrapsher

armsaroundmeandwestaylikethatforawhile,

shemovesherheaduptomyshoulderburyingher

faceonmyneck,herhairshampoofilledmy

nostrilsanditsmelledreallyfruity.Imissedher

scent.

Jordan:"yousmellnice"



Me:"youtoo"

Jordan:"Icouldstaylikethisforever"

Sheliftsherheadlookingupatmeasherfacewas

afewinchesawayfrommeandIcouldfeelher

warmbreathhitagainstmine,herlipsgettingcloser,

Imovedawaylettinghergoasshesatup

disappointedly

Jordan:"I'msorry"

Me:"Jordanwecan'tbedoingthisallthetime,you

callme,Icomeover,wefight,kissandcuddleand

fightagain,it'snothealthy"

Jordan:"whycan'twejustfixthings?Thisis

breakingmyheart,Imissyousomuch,Idon't

understandwhyyoubrokethingsoff,Inever

cheatedonyou,IexplainedwhereIwasandmy

fatherandsisterstestifiedwithevidence,youthe

onewhowasactingwildpartyingeverydaycoming

homelatealwaysspendingtimewithNaomiand

thenconfessedyourfeelingsforherinfrontofme,

ifanythingIshould'vebeentheonetobreakupwith

you...



Tearsfallfromhereyesagainandmyheartsinks

Me:"exactly,Ijustwasn'tgoodenoughforyou..I

knewIwashurtingyoubutdisregardedyour

feelings,Iknewhowforgivingyouareandyou'd

alwaysforgivemenomatterwhatIdo,Ididn'twant

totakeadvantageofthat,youdeservebetterthan

meJordy"

Jordan:"that'sformetodecide!Youhadnoright

makingthatdecisionforme!Istillloveyou...so

whatamIsupposedtodowithallthislovenow?I

can'tgiveittoanyoneelsebecauseit'stherefor

you!Wecould'veworkedthingsout,that'swhat

peopleinrelationshipsdo"

Me:"notwhenit'sonlyonepersonputtinginthe

efforts,whenit'sonepersongettinghurt,I'vemade

youaninsecurealwaysangrygirlfriendandmade

youfeellikeyouwereoverreactingandhadnoright

tofeelthatwaywhenIknewwhatIwasdoing,I

wasabadboyfriend,wealmostlostourbaby

becauseofme,youdeservebetterJordy,youa

goodwomanandIfailedtobeagoodmanforyou"



Jordan:"butyouacknowledgingitshowsmaturity

andgrowth,youmademistakesandIappreciate

thatyoulearningfromthem,butnowyouwantto

gobeabettermanforanotherbitchwhenI'mthe

onewhowentthroughtheshit,Iforgaveyou

becauseIloveyou,andIdon'twantustoendjust

yet....

Me:....

Shesighs

Jordan:"butIguessIcan'tforceyoutoloveme

back,youareinlovewithyourbestfriend,IguessI

can'tcompetewiththat"

IsighclosingmyeyesasIleanbackonthecouch

coveringmyfacewithbothhands

Jordan:"Ireallynevermeantanythingtoyou,didI?

(scoffssarcastically)Iwasjustareboundafteryou

ranawayfromyourtruelove"

Me:"Ihavetogo"

Igetuponmyfeet

Jordan:"youcan'tevenfinishthisconversationlike



aman?Yourunningawaylikeyoualwaysdo"

Me:"Idon'twanttofightwithyou"

Jordan:"I'mnotfuckingfightingyou!!I'mjusttalking

toyou!AmInotallowedtotalkabouthowIfeel

withyou!?Whyyoualwayshavetoturna

conversationintoafight?Isitbecauseit'stoohot

foryoutohandle!?"

Me:"youshoutingatme,how'sthattalking?"

Shescoffsfoldingherarmsleaningback

Jordan:"youjusthaveawayofcrashingmyheart

sobad,Ican'tbelievehowI'mstillinlovewithyou,I

reallycan't"

Shesobscryingsoftly

Jordan:"justgo,Iregretcallingyouover"

Iwipemytearslookingatherwithaheavyheart

Me:"I'msorry,Ireallyam"

Shecoversherfaceashercriesgetlouder

Me:"takecareofyourselfJordy,I'llseeyouinthe

nextdoctor'sappointment"



Itakemyphoneandcarkeysonthetableandhead

out.

Igetinthecarclosingthedoor,Ibangonthewheel

Infrontofmemultipletimesasmyeyesgetblurred,

Icovermymouthwhenawhimperescapesmy

mouth.

Isitthereforawhileasmyemotionsgetthebest

outofme

.

.

.

TRUE

.

.

.

IwaschillingonthecouchwithMatildabetween

mylegsaswewerefocusedontheTVwatching

Encantoacartoonmovie,Iwassofocused,Iwas

justputtingitonforherbutIdidn'tthinkit'dactually



beinterestingandIwasamazinglyinvestedmore

thanherwhohadnoideawhat'sgoingonasshe

keptplayingwithhertoy.

Iwasrepeatingthesamesonginmyfavoritepart

singingittoherwhilemakingherdanceandactit

outwhilecontrollinghertinyhandsandshewas

deadinlaughter

Me(singing)"Aseven-footframe

Ratsalonghisback

Whenhecallsyourname

Itallfadestoblack

Yeah,heseesyourdreams

Andfeastsonyourscreams(hey!)

Wedon'ttalkaboutBruno,no,no,no!(Wedon'ttalk

aboutBruno,no,no,no!)

Wedon'ttalkaboutBruno(wedon'ttalkabout

Bruno!)"

Hergigglesandscreamsfilledthewholeroom

whenaknockonthedoordistractedus



Me:"whocouldthatbe"

Shereplieswithbabygibberish

Me:"Iknowright,Iwasalsohavingsomuchfun"

Isaypickingherupandheadtowardsthedoor

openingit,myheartdropstomytummyasoureyes

meet.Iwasnotexpectingher.

Naomi:"hey"

Me(confused):"hi?"

Matildascreamsinexcitementlookingatherasif

sherecognizesher

Naomi(smilingather):"heymybaby,wowyouso

grown"

Sheopenshermouthwideshowinghergummy

smile

Naomi:"canIcomein?"

MymindcomesbacktoearthlookingatherasI

stepasideforhertocomein,Iclosethedoorand

sighstillfacingit,Ididnothavethestrengthforthis,

Godpleasehelpme,Iwasnotinthemoodfor



dramaorarguewithanyone.

Iturnwalkingtowardstheloungewhereshewas

seatedonmyspot.ItusedtobeourspotIseehow

itwasnaturalforhertosittheresoIsitontheother

couchontheside

Naomi(smiling):"Iseey'allfoundEncanto,it'sa

reallygoodmovie"

Inodsmilingabit

Me:"yeah,Matildalikesit,Iwasn'treallypaying

muchattentiontoit"

Naomi:"ohokay(looksatthescreen)isthisthepart

theysingingaboutBruno"

Me:"shhhwedon'ttalkaboutBrunononono"

SheburstsintolaughterandIlaughaswell

Me:"okayIguessIwaspayingabitofattention"

Naomi(laughing):"Isee..Iknewit"

Ourlaughterdiesdownafterawhile

Naomi:"areyoureadyfortomorrow?"



Me:"yeahit'sgoingtobeabigweekthisweek,are

youready?"

Shenodswithalittlesmile

Naomi:"yes,Ihavenootherchoice,butI'mexcited

toseetheStatesI'vealwayswantedtogothere"

Inodmyhead

Naomi:"I'msorryforjustshowinguplikethis,Iwas

goingtocallortext,but..youblockedme"

Iclosemyeyescoveringmyeyesabitashamed

Me:"oh...

Naomi:"it'sokay,Iunderstandwhy,butIjustwanted

tocomeseeMatildabeforeleavingtomorrowsince

we'llbegoneforsolong"

Me:"ohokay"

Naomi:"canIholdher?"

Me:"ofcourse"

Igiveherthebabyandsheimmediatelyembraces

herinahugholdingherfirmlyoverhershoulder

withhereyesclosedemotionally



Naomi:"Imissedyousomuchmylovey"

Tearsrundownherfacejustholdingher.

Myheartsinkspainfullywatchingthem,Ifeelbad

forkeepingherawayfromherbabythislong

Sheopenshereyesandtheylandonmeasshe

looksdownandmovesMatildatoherlap

supportingherwithherarmsandstartstalkingto

hermakingfunnysoundsmakinghergiggleasshe

kisseshermultipletimes,youcouldtellshemissed

hershecouldn'tgetenoughofherandMatildawas

reciprocatingthesameenergy.

Shelookedbeautifulasalwaysbutshehaslost

weightandnowIwonderifshe'sbeenkeepingup

withherchemotreatment.

Naomi:"canIpleasetakeherwithme,I'llbringher

backtomorrowmorningbeforeweleave"

Me:"yeahyoucantakeher,letmegopackherstuff"

Naomi:"thankyousomuch"

IwalkupstairstoTilda'sroomandpackherstuffin

herbackwithafewnappiesthat'llbeenoughforthe



nightandtomorrow.

Iheaddownstairstothekitchenpackingher

alreadymadetwobottlesandhertinnedmilkbefore

headingbacktotheloungeandhandingherthebag.

Naomi:"Itrulyappreciatethis,Imissedherso

much"

Me(nodding):"don'tthankme,she'syourbabyand

youallowedtocomeseeheranytimeyoumissher"

Naomi:"it'dbebetterifwecouldcommunicate

insteadofmebudginginlikethis,andIshould

leavethesehere"

Shesaysputtingthegateremoteandthehouse

keysonthetablebetweenus

Ilookdownnoddingassheclarifiesthatthisisnot

herhomeanymoreandshecan'tbecominginand

outasshepleases,myheartshatters.

Me:"youcankeepthem,Incaseofemergenciesand

youneedtofetchMatildawhenI'mnotaround"

Naomi:"thenannycouldopenforme"

Me:"it'sokay,youcankeepthem,Idon'tmind"



Naomi:"Ireallycannotkeepthem,there'llbedays

whenIcan'tcontrolthetemptationandemotions

likeI'mdoingright,it'sbestthisway"

Inodunderstandingastherewassilenceforalong

while

ShequicklystandstoherfeetstillcarryingMatilda

Naomi:"anyway,thankyou"

Me:"pleasestopsayingthankyou"

Naomi:"sorry,haveagoodnight"

Me:"youtoo"

ShewalksawayasIfollowbehindthemtowards

thedoor,shestepsoutandturnstolookbackatme

asIstandagainstthedoorframe

Shelooksatmeasthoughshewasabouttosay

somethingandIwasreadytolisten,Ineededherto

saysomething,anything,thatwasnotrelatedtothe

baby.

Hereyessparklewaterylookingatmeshetriedto

speakbutswallowedherwordsasshewalkedto

thecarwithoutsayinganything,bucklingMatildaat



herbackseatasshegotinthedriver'sseatand

droveoff.

Ipressthebuttonnexttothedoorasthegateopen,

Iwatchhercaruntilitdisappears.

Ishutthedoorwalkingbacktotheloungesittingon

thespotshewassittingon.

Istareblanklyonthepausedmovieasamillion

thoughtsracethroughmymind.

Itakemyphonefromthetableandunblockher

number.

Ididn'tthinkthefirsttimewealoneagainwouldbe

thispeacefulandhurtfulatthesametime,Iwas

waitingonathousandquestionsonwhyIdidwhatI

did,insultsforembarrassingherandputtingheron

headlines,it'slikeshedidn'tevencare,Ididn'tthink

we'dbeabletoevensmileateachotherforawhile

letalonelaugh,maybeshewasn'thurtingasbadas

Iwas,Imeanwhywouldshe,shehadher"best

friend"tocomforther,eventhoughourbreakup

wasbecauseofhimshe'sstillfriendswithhimit's

liketheirfriendshipwasn'tevenshaken.Notthatit



matteredanymore,Ishould'veknownbetterthan

fallingthathard,it'snotgoingtobeeasygetting

overher,maybeIneverwill,it'llhurtlikeabitch

seeingherhappierwithherfriendandlongoverme

whileI'mstillhungup.

Iswallowthepainfullumponmythroatasmylips

trembleunexpectedlycurvingandtearsfallfrom

myeyes.

Me:"fuck...

IswitchofftheTVandtakemykeysheadingout

andtakeadrive

.

.

.

.

*******

Loveisn'tpainful,theabsenceofitis

******
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Ababy'scriesechoedinmyheadasIwasindeep

sleepitsoundedliketheywerecomingfromfar

awaybuttheygotcloserandlouderasItriedto

openmyheavyeyestobemetbyawailingbaby



besidemeonhertinybed,itlookslikeshe'sbeen

upforawhileandwasnowprobablyhungryand

hadafulldiaperfromthroughthenight.Iliftmy

headupandlookoverhersmiling,shestopscrying

asshelooksatme

Me(smilingwidely):"hellosunshine...hellocutie

pie...

Shesmileswidelylookingatmemovingherhands

excitedly

Me:"areyouhungryprincess?...(babytone)of

courseIammommy,whatkindofquestionisthat?

Didyoufeedmeyet?"

IlaughatmyselfasItakethehalffinishedbottleon

thetablebesideme,shefinishedawholebottlein

themiddleofthenightandhalfofthisone.Ishould

getupandgomakemorebeforeshefinishesthis

oneandscreamsatme.

Igetuppickingherupaswellasweheadedtothe

kitchen,myapartmentwasasinglestorybutstill

big,stairsaretiringandI'mhappyIdidn'thavethem.

WegettothekitchenandIwarmthewaterIhad



boiledlastnightforabitbeforemakingherbottle

whilecarryingheronmyotherarmandbalancing

herbottleonmychestsoitdoesn'tfalloffasshe

cannotholdherbottleonherownjustyet.

Ilookatthebottleanditwasgettingsmallerbythe

second,thisgirlcaneat.

Ishakeherbottleandshealreadyhadhereyesonit

forgettingtheoneinhermouth

Me(laughs):"hey,youfinishthatonefirst"

Shesmilesasifsheunderstandsmeandcontinues

tosuck.

Itwasstillearlyinthemorning,twoplaneswas

bookedforallthecastandthecrew,luckilyweonly

leaveintheafternoonaround4pmsoIhavethe

wholemorningandabitoftheafternoonwithmy

baby,lastnightshewasupuntilmidnightbeing

restlessbutIenjoyedhercompany,shewas

growingsofastanditbrokemyheartthatIwon'tbe

abletoexperiencesomethingswithheratfirst

glance,whenshelearnstositup,shecanalready

pickherheadupforalittlewhile.Iwasregretting



mydecisionofnotstayingwithheralot,Ihate

beingapartfrommybaby,itwashardenoughnot

sleepingnexttoherfatheranymorebutmy

daughtertoo,itwastoomuchformyheartto

handle,butIguessI'llgetusedtoitwithtime.

.

.

.

ZEKE

.

.

.

Iwasintheofficegettingdowntobusinessas

usualwhentherewasaknockatmydoor.

Me:"comein"

Shewalkedin

Chloe:"yousaidIshouldtellyouwhenthebossis

here,wellhejustcameinabouttenminutesago"



Me:"okay,thankyouChloe"

Chloe:"pleasure"

Shewalksout.

Igetupandheadouttotheliftwhichtakesmeup

tohisfloor,IwalkthroughthepassagesuntilI

reachhisdoor.

IknockabitandIherehimgivingmethegoahead

tocomein.Iopenthedoormakingmywayinside

asitclosesitself

Me:"hey"

Lowell:"heyZekemyman,what'sup?"

Me:"I'mgood,Iheardyouwereintoday"

Lowell:"yeahit'sbeenawhilesinceI'vebeenthis

side,cametomakesureeverythingisstillintact"

Isitonthechairoppositehim

Lowell:"howcanIhelpyoutodayMrBobfrom

accounting"

Welaugh,itwasaninsidejokething



Me:"Iactuallycametodiscussanimportantmatter

withyouSir"

Lowell:"uhhI'msirnow,mustbereallyimportant"

It'scrazyhowwe'vebecomesuchgoodfriendswith

himandhisbrothertheyareawesomeguystochill

with

Me:"yeah,it'saboutmyjobhere"

HefrownsabitashissmiledisappearsrealizingI

wasbeingreallyserious

Lowell:"iseverythingokay?"

Me:"Ijust,Ican'tkeepworkinghereanymore"

Lowell:"whatdoyoumean?Didsomethinggo

wrong?Isitaboutyoursalary?Youwantaraise?

BecauseIwasactuallythinkingaboutittheother

day"

Me:"youwerethinkingaboutgivingmearaise?"

Lowell:"yes,you'vebeendoingagreatjobandIfeel

likeyoudeserveitaswellasapromotion,Itrust

youwiththispositioninthecompany,Iwantyouto

beCFOandbecomethemanagerofaccounting"



Myheartwaspoundinguncontrollablyagainstmy

chestasIcouldnotbelievemyears,thewasavery

bigjumpverysoon,Ididnotexpecttogetthere

untilafteryearsofwork,Ijumpedoutmyseatin

excitementasIcouldn'tkeepitin,Iwentuptohim

givinghimahugashelaughedhappily

Me:"I....

Tearsstingmyeyes,shitIwasreallyabouttocry

Me(tearfully):"Idon'tknowwhattosay....thankyou

somuch...

Lowell:"youdeserveit,areyoukiddingme,our

companyhasneverdonesowellfinancially,I've

seenyourpassionanddedication,evenonourfun

nightsoutyou'dcomeupwiththesegreatbusiness

ideasthatIhaveimplementedandhaveworked

wonders,you'vebecomeaveryimportantassetin

thiscompanyandIdon'twanttoloseyou"

Me(crying):"fuck....

Isniffwipingmyeyes,Icouldn'tstopthetearsfrom

falling,thiswasthebiggestcareermomentofmy

life,Ididn'tthinkI'dgetherethissoon,itjustseems



sounrealistic,Iusuallysufferforthegoodthingsin

life,thiswastoogoodtobetrueasIkeptshaking

myheadindisbelief

Me:"Ican'tbelievethis...

Itcomesoutasawhisper

Lowell:"youdeserveit....

Iwalkuptohimagainandwesharealongtighthug

lettingmecryonhisshoulder,Ididn'tcareabout

himbeingmybossthiswasjustabrotherly

momentandIwantedtoshowhimmyappreciation,

herubsmyback

Lowell:"yougoingtomakemecrynow,jeezman"

Ilaughabitlettinggoofhim,Iwipehisshoulder

Me:"sorry...

Lowell:"it'scool,sowhatwasitaboutthejobyou

wantedtosay?"

Ichucklenervouslyashelaughs,hereallythoughtI

wasabouttoquitthisjob

Me:"Iwasn'tgoingtoquitorresignoranythingof



thatsort"

Lowell:"soIjustgaveyouapromotionfornothing?"

Mymouthdropsinshockbuthelaughsjokingly

Lowell:"I'mkiddingIwasgoingtopromoteyou

anyway,justnottodayIwassavingitforFridayso

youcancelebrateproperly"

Me:"ohhhIgetyou"

Lowell:"don'tsharethesenewswithanyoneinthe

officejustyetuntilFridaywhenIannounceitand

makeitofficial"

Inodvigorously

Me:"Iwasactuallygoingtoaskforatransferif

possible,Capetownpersonallyisjust...Iwas

wonderingifIcouldgoworkforyouinJoburg

instead"

Hesighsandgivesmeaseriouslookwithout

sayinganything,Iswallow,hecanbevery

intimidatingwhenhe'sonbossmodeandheknows

whentoremindyouthatyounothisfriendright

now,youhisemployeeandshouldrespecthim.



Lowell:"Idon'tknowaboutthat,thisbranchthisside

neededthefinancialupliftmorethantheonein

Joburgbecausethatonehasbeenrunningfor

years"

Me:"doesn'tthepositionofmypromotionmeanI'll

berunningthingsaccountinghereandinJoburg?

Sincethere'sonlyoneCFO?"

Lowell:"yeahyouright,soitdoesn'tmatterwhich

sideyou'llbeworkingonbecauseyou'llalsobeup

todatewiththingsthisside"

Inodagreeingasherestshisfaceonhisfistswith

hiselbowsonthetable

Lowell:"I'llneedtothinkaboutthisone"

Inod

Me:"ofcourse"

Lowell:"asafriend,whydoyouwanttorelocate?"

Isighlookingdown

Me:"there'sjustalothappeningthisside,remember

thegirlItoldy'allabout?"



Lowell:"yourbestfriendandthewomanyoulostto

anotherman"

Me:"okaydon'trubin"

Hechuckles

Lowell:"sorry,butIthoughtsheendedupnotgetting

married,theniggarstoodherup,itwasalloverthe

internet,it'sstilltrending"

Me(sighs):"yeah,butthatdidn'tmeananythingfor

us,she'scompletelydonewithme,shedoesn't

wantmeandatthispointIdon'tthinksheeverwill"

Lowell:"ouch,thatsucks,I'msorryman,isshestill

yourfriendthough?"

Me:"yeah,butIcan'ttrulybeherfriendwhileIstill

havethesestrongfeelings"

Lowell(nodding):"Igetyouman,shitispainful"

Me:"shestillverymuchlovesthatmanandisvery

hurtbywhathappened,Iknowiftheyeverwereto

getbacktogether,I'dhavetobeoutofthepicture,

completely,Ireallylovethiswoman,andseeingher

sosadandheartbrokenbecauseofmecutsdeep,



morethananythingshe'smybestfriendfirst,and

I'mwillingtomakemyselfdisappearwithout

breakingourfriendshipagain,ifIrelocatebecause

ofmyjob,it'llbemeleavingformyselfandmy

career,itwon'thurtherasmuchandshe'll

understand,theplanistonotseeeachotheras

oftenaswedonow,maybeonceamonthuntilit

becomesonceinfivemontheventuallyonceina

year,longdistancekillsmostrelationshipswhether

it'sfriendship,familyorromanticrelationships,and

Ibelieveeventuallymyheartwillforgetabouther

andnotlovehersomuch,soIcanfallforsomeone

else,myexgirlfriendJordanalsoneedsspacefrom

me,shedeserveswaybetter,Idon'tliveheras

muchasshelovesme,Idocareaboutheralot,but

shedeservestruelove,andshe'llnevergetitfrom

mewhatattractedmetoherwasherresemblance

andsomecharacteristicsthatremindedmeof

Bambi,whichisn'tfairbecauseshelovesmefor

realandIjusthatemyselfeverytimeIgoseeher

andweendupfightingbecauseshe's

heartbroken...aslongasI'mstillhere,thesewomen

willneverbehappy,Idon'thavemuchofafamily



hereformeanyway,I'llmakearrangementstosee

mysononcehisbornnowandthen"

Henodsunderstandingly

Lowell:"noIhearyou,andIgetyoupersonally,butI

reallypreferredyouthissidebusinesswise,butI

willgiveitthoughtandgetbacktoyou"

Inod

Me:"justyouthinkingaboutitmeanssomuch,

thankyou"

Henods

Me:"letmegobacktowork,Idon'tevenknowhow

I'mgoingtoconcentratewiththenewsyoujust

sharedwithme"

Lowell(laughs):"allthebestman,Fridaywe

celebrating"

Me:"ofcourse"

WedapourhandsasIwalkoutandheadbackto

myoffice.Isigh,IthinkIwasmakingtheright

decision,thislongdistanceissomethingeveryone

neededtobehappier.
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IjustfinishedbathinganddressingTildaupand

shewasfastasleepasIwasnowwashingmyself

inthetub.

Ineedtobuyherstuffthatwillstayheresowedon't

havetokeeppackingthingsforher,Ihadtowash

herinthesinkbecauseIdon'thaveherbathtub

here.

WhenigetbackfromtheStatesI'mdefinitelytaking

hershoppingandpimpingupherownbedroomas

well.

IsmilethinkingaboutthethingsIwantedtogetfor

her,ItakemyphonelookingatbabystrollersIwas



temptedtoorderthemonlineastheylookedsocute.

GoodthingIalreadypackedforthetripandwasleft

withtwohoursandahalfbeforetheplaneleaves.

Igetoutofthetubafterrinsingoffallthefoamon

meandwalkedtothebedroom.

EverythingwasbythecarandIwasreadyforthe

roadIhadonehourandahalflefttogettothe

airport,it'dbegoodofIleavenowbecausetraffic

canbeharsharoundthesetimesoftheafternoon

wheremostpeoplearecomingbackfromwork.

IwasfeelingverydownthatIhadtogoleave

Matildaatherfather'splace,IwishIcouldtakeher

withbutIdoubtTruewouldallowthat,besideswe

goingtobebusyworkinggoingoninterviews,the

factthatwe'llbethereformonthstoremyheart,my

babywillbesogrownbythetimewecomeback,

babiesgrowsofastandvideosandpictureswillnot

beenough.

Ipickherupcarefulnottowakeherasweheadout.

Ilockthedoorandputheronherseat,Iactually



boughtthisseatyesterdaywhilebuyingthingsfor

thehouse.

Igetinthecarandreverseoutthegatebefore

drivingofftoTrue'sneighborhood,itwasnotthat

farfromme,Ididn'twanttolivetoofarfrommy

babysoitwasthirtyminutesaway.

Iparkoutsidehisgate,IwaslateandimpatientasI

onlyhadanhourtogettotheairportandIhadto

getthereatleastthirtyminutesearlytogothrough

thatwholeprocess,shitIshouldn'thavetookmy

timeinthattub.

Ihootimpatiently,thegardenguyshouldbearound

toopenthegate,Iparkedabitfarfromtheintercom,

Ihadtoopenthedoortoreachforitandthephone

ringsbeforethenannyanswers

"Hello?"

Me:"heysweetieit'sme,pleaseopen,I'msolate"

"Yesmam"

ThegateopensIbetTrueislonggone,he'salways

punctual.



HiscarwasstillheresoIguesshe'sstillhere,he

probablydidn'twanttoleavebeforeIbringback

Matilda.

Itakeheroutofherseatandsheimmediatelywoke

uplookingatmewithhersleepingeyes,Ikissher

alloverherface

Me:"mommywokeyouup,ohno...I'msorry

sunshine"

Itakeherbagandheadtowardsthehousewhen

thenannyopensformeandtodayshewasnot

dressedinheruniformbuthadonanicecasual

outfitsintightjeansandatee.Shelookedreally

goodasthoughshewasgoingsomewhereoristhis

howshedressesnowthatthere'snorelationshipto

respectanymore?

Me:"heyyy"

Her:"heyhowareyou"

Me:"I'mgood,isTruearound?"

Her:"yeshe'supstairsgettingdressed"

Inoticehissuitcaseandsportbagbythelounge.



Me:"ohokay"

Her:"Icangoupandcallhim"

Me:"ishenotgettingdressed?"

ShecloseshermouthasInoticethatcameoutwith

atoneofattitudetowardsher,nowIfeltbad.

"Lookwho'shere"

Weturntothestairsashewalksdownlookinglike

amilliondollarasalways.

Myheartdidflapjacksasheapproachedusandhis

manlyrichscentfilledmynostrilsasheextended

hishandstoMatildatakingherfromme,hewas

moreexcitedinseeingher,itwaslikeIwasnot

eventhere.

True:"hellobhaba,daddymissedyousosomuch"

Hewaskissinghernonstop,IwouldbelyingifI

saidIdidn'tfeelastingofjealousythatshewas

gettingthosekissesandnotme.

Me:"uhmIshouldgo,I'malreadylate"

True:"youwon'tmakeitintimeyourememberhow



longthelinesbecomethere?Plusit'sDecembera

lotofpeoplearetraveling"

Me:"I'lldrivefast,I'llmakeit"

Hegivesthebabytothenanny

True:"Iwasthinkingmaybeyoujusttravelwithus,

it'llbeyou,meandSihle"

Me:"where'sshegoing?"

True:"she'llbetakingcareofMatilda"

Myeyeslitupsmilingexcitedly

Me:"youtakingherwithus!?"

HenodsIjumpexcitedlyhugginghim

InoticedafterawhilethatIwasactuallyhugging

himsoIquicklyletgoandpretendedlikeIdidnot

justdothatwhiletakingthebabyfromSihle

Me:"canshecomeridewithme?"

Henodsagreeing

True:"yougirlscanridetogetherI'llfollowonmy

own"



Ismileheadingoutholdingheraswealldriveoff,

theridewasabitmorepeacefulnoasIwasinno

rushanymore.Ididn'tunderstandwhyhewasbeing

sonicetome,Ithoughthewasstillmadatmeor

maybehe'sbeingniceforthesakeofthebaby,but

Truehasalwayshadakindheart.Butbeingaround

himwastorturebecauseeverytimeIseehimIhave

toalwaysfighttheurgeofbeingthewayI'vealways

beenliketowardshim,likethenaturalreflexofthe

hugIjustgavehim,it'swaytoosoontobedoingall

thatandnowIhavetocontinuetherestoftheday

reekingofhiscolognemixedwithmine.

Iwasnotreadytobethisclosetohim,thiswas

goingtobealong23hrsand20minflightandnowI

wasn'tlookingforwardtoitasmuchasIwas

anymore.

WegettotheairportandindeedIwasgoingtobe

lateifIwasleavingwiththerestofthecrew,the

trafficandthelineswerecrazy,luckilywiththe



privatejetwedidn'thavetogothroughallofthatas

weparkedthecarsabitfarfromthejet,andwalked

ashortdistancetothejet.

ThankstoMatildaIscoredmyselfaprivatemore

comfortableride,ifitwasn'tforherI'dbelikethe

restofthecrewrightnowandprobablyleftbehind

becausethere'dbenothinglinkingmetotheboss

anymore.Girlcamethroughforhermama

Ilaughatmythoughtsabit

TheylookatmeandIshakemyhead,Ididn'trealize

Ididn'tonlylaughinsidemyhead.

Therewerefoursinglecomfortablecouches

oppositeeachotherfacingoneanotherwithatable

inthemiddleandatthebackofthemwastwo

longercouchedoppositeeachother,therewasa

bedroomatthebackwhichIusedtosharewith

TruebutIguessIshouldmakemyselfcomfortable

onthecouchtonight.



Ichosetositononeofthesinglecouchesnextto

thewindowwithMatildaonherchairbesidemeall

buckledup,Ididn'texpectTruetosideonthecouch

rightacrossmebythewindowaswellfacingme.

Youcouldcuttheawkwardtensionwithaknifeat

thispoint.Matildawasfastasleepagainwhile

suckingonherpacifier.

Iwasstaringoutthewindowatthewhiteclouds

andbluesky,thissightneverceasestoamazeme.

FlashbacksofthetriptoThailandinvadedmymind

andIfoundmyselfsmiling,thinkingofallthecrazy

horrifyingheightadventureswedid.

Ismileasmyeyesstealaglanceathimluckilyhe

waslookingathislaptop,hiseyesliftupandI

quicklylookbackoutthewindowasmyheartbeat

races,Ishouldreallykeepmyeyestomyselfbefore

Ipisshimoffandmakehimregretgivingmearide.

Travelingusedtobesomuchmorefuntogether,

therewasneveradullmoment.

"Yougood?"

Ilookathimraisingmybrows



Me:"huh?"

True:"yougood?"

Me:"yeah,I'mfine"

Henodsgettingbacktohislaptop

TherewasWi-Fiandphonesandlaptopsworked

whileonairhere,nostrictrulesaslongaswewere

notflyingabovetheoceanthephonesignalwas

good.

SoItookmyphoneandgotbusyonitaswell

lookingthroughmygallery,Ihaven'tbeenonsocial

mediaforquiteawhilenowIwastakingabreak

fromitsincethedayofthewedding.Iknewwhat

peopleweresayingaboutmebutIwasn'treadyto

actuallyseehowbaditwas,itwaspainfulenough

beinginthesamespaceasthemanthatdumped

melikethatandhadnochoicebuttobearoundhim

mosttimeshavingtofakethatseeinghimand

beingaroundhimdidn'thurtmeatallhurtmemore

thantheembarrassmentofbeingstoodupatthe

altar,butlifehadtogoonasnormal.

.
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WeweretowardsthelastdaysofDecemberandthe

shootingofthemoviewasgoinggood,weonly

shootfourtimesinaweek,we'lldonebyendof

Februarybeforetheeditingstarts,Ineverknew

moviestookthislongtocreateandtheexhaustion

thatcomeswithit,beingaroundOGactorsand

actresseswasmorethananhonorandhavingthem

asfriendsfeltlikeadream,it'sbeenfun,I'veseena

lotofbeautifulplaceshereitfeltlikemylifewasa

movie,I'veonlyseentheseplacesinmovies

growingupandnowIwashere,itwassurreal.The

tallbuildings,thebigbillboards,theyellowtaxis,the

foodtrucks,thenightcitylights,thestatueofliberty,

thebusybuzzingroads.Wewerestayinginavery

tallbeautifulhotel,notallofusstayedinhotels

though,somewereofferedaccommodationby

somecolleagueswholivednearby,Iwasalso

offeredbutTruebookedahotelforusinsteadsoI

cangettospendtimewithourbabywithout



botheringotherpeople.

Icouldn'tthankMatildaenoughbecauseGod

knowsIdidn'twanttobestayingatpeople'shouses

formonths,nowIgettoenjoythefinerthingsinlife.

SpeakingofMatildatodaywenotshootingandI

wantedtogooutforshoppingandseethecity.

Westayedindifferentrooms,Truestayedacross

meandweexchangedMatildabutshewasmostly

withmemostnightsandthenannystayedwithme

aswehadtwobedrooms.

Afterdressingupandpamperingmyselfinfrontof

themirror,Iwenttotheopenareawiththelounge

andkitchenareawas.

IfoundSihleplayingwithMatildabythecouch,Isat

nexttothemandpickedTildaup

Me:"hibabygiiirl"

Shelooksatmeintheeyes

Me:"uhhchildyouhavebigeyes,whyyouhadto

takesomuchofmethough"

Sihle:"shedidgood,she'saverybeautifulgirl"



Ilookatherandsmile

Me:"thankyou"

Ilookbackatmybaby

Me:"areyoureadytogonana?"

Shesmilesalittle,Imakeafunnyfacewithfarting

soundsandgetalittlelaughterwithabigsmile,I

can'tgetenoughofthatcutesmile,Ikisshercheek

WegetupandIputheronherstroller.

Me:"let'sgoexplorethecityshallwe?Yes?We'llgo

totheparkandtakepicturesinthesnowalittle,we

goingtohavesomuchfun,yesweare!"

Shegiggleslookingatme

Sihle:"uhmsisNaomi?"

Ilookather

Sihle:"canIcomewith?I'vebeenindoorssincewe

gothere,it'smyfirsttimeoutofthecountryInever

thoughtI'deverbeinsuchabeautifulcountryand

everythinglookssoprettyfromtheview,I'veonly

seenabitofthehotelweinsincewegothere,



pleasecanIcome?"

Ilookatherforawhile,shewaswearingshortsand

anoversizedtee,shewasolderthanme,inherearly

thirties,shehadabeautifulbodyandverythickwith

abitofbellypot,Ididn'tmindhernotwearingher

uniformeventhoughshewasstillatwork,weonly

tookherforsomeonetolookafterTildawhilewe

work,herdresscodechangedbutsincewewere

outofthecountryIletherbe,she'stheonewho

insistedonwearingauniforminthefirstplaceto

showrespect,maybeshedidn'tseeanythingto

respectanymore,notthatIcaredbecausewhatever

shewearsifamanwantsawoman,itdoesn't

matter.

Me:"uhm....

Sihle:"please,I'lltakepicturesofyou..

Ismilelookingather

Me:"okay,let'sgo"

Sihle:"okay....

Shetakesherpurseandcomesuptome



Shehadflopsonandheroutfitwaswaytoo

revealingfortheweatheroutside

Me:"doyouknowhowcolditisoutside?Don'tlet

thewarmthinherefoolyou,pleasegochangeinto

somethingwarm,icewillkillyou"

Shelaughsembarrassed

Sihle:"yourightletmegochangequickly"

Sherunstoherbedroom.

TherewasaknockonthedoorandIwentupto

openwelcomedbyacomelytallmalemodel,nota

modelbutheshould've.

Hesmiledalittlelookingatme

True:"hey"

Me:"hi"

Imakewayforhimtocomein,heheadsstraightto

Matilda

True:"y'allgoingsomewhere?"

Me:"yeahwehaven'tgottenthechancetoactually

seethecitybesideswhenweworkingandgoingfor



interviews.

True:"whydidn'tyoutellmeyouwantedtoseethe

city,Iwould'vemadeaplan"

Me:"Ididn'twanttobotheryou,wehaveadriverto

takeusanywhere"

True:"thatdrivertakesyouanywhereonmyterms

andIhiredhimforwork"

Me:"we'lltakeataxi,it'snotthathardhere,they

everywhere"

HelooksatmeasthoughIhavelostmymind

True:"younottakingataxiwithmybaby,alone,do

youknowhowdangerousitisoutthere,don'tthink

justbecauseit'snotinsouthAfricathere'snocrime,

there'salotofdangerousgangstersaroundhere

someusetaxistogettotheirvictims,younot

walkingaroundthosebusystreetswithmy

daughter"

Isighofcoursehe'sgoingtomakethisdifficultas

thoughI'mnotagrownwomanhehastotreatme

likedefenselesschild.



Me:"sowecannotgoanywhere?"

Helooksbackathisdaughterplayingwithher

givingherkisses

Me:"comeonTrue,wearenotgoingfar,Ijust

wantedtogobuyadressforthegalladinner

tonight,grabsomelunch,gototheparkandtakea

fewpicturesofTildainthesnow,Ihaven'tspent

muchoutdoorfunwithmybaby"

Sihle:"I'mdone"

Shesayswalkingoutinlongjeansandbootswitha

jacketandabeanie.

True:"youweretakingSihlewithyou?"

Me:"yes,Ineedsomeonetotakepicturesofusand

companytotalkto"

Hegetsupalmostsmiling

True:"okay,letmegogetmywallet,we'llallgo

together,Ineedtogetsomethingtowearfortonight

aswell,Sihledoesn'thavetogo,I'lltakethepictures

andyoucantalktome"

Me(sighs):"IpreferSihle"



True:"Ialsowanttospendtimewithmydaughter"

Me:"Sihle'sbeenstuckinhere,shealsoneedstoget

outandgetsomefreshair"

True:"finethenweallgo"

Me:"fine,whatevermakesyouhappy"

Heheadsouttohisroomandcomesbackaftera

fewminutes.

True:"let'sgo"

IrollmyeyespushingthestrollerasIwalkout,he

makeswayformetowalkinfrontofhim

.
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Itookthestufffromtheboottakingtheminsidethe



house,Ileftthemandwentbacktotakemoreand

bringingtheminsidethehouse

Jordan(smiling):"whatisallthis?"

Me:"thisisourfuture"

Jordan(giggles):"ourfuture?"

Me:"yes,ourfuturethatyoucarryinginyourtummy,

Iboughthimafewthings"

Shelookedatthethingsexcitedlythenburstsinto

laughter

Jordan:"awalker?Ourbabyisnotbornyet,hecan't

evencryandyouboughtawalker?"

Me(laughing):"hey,it'slikewantingtoloseweight,

younotgoingtobemotivatedtodoit,untilyousee

thattreadmillInfrontofyoueveryday,myboywill

belearningtowalkatthreemonths"

Shethrowsherheadbacklaughingasherhandhits

myshoulder

Jordan:"youcrazyyouknowthat"

Me:"I'mjustapreparedfather"



Jordan:"thatyouare"

Sheturnstofaceme

Jordan:"thankyou"

Shegetscloserandweshareahug,Iwrapmyarms

aroundherwaistpullinghercloser,sherestsher

headonmyshoulderwithherfaceburiedinmy

neck,Ibendmyheadabittowardsherfaceand

peckherlips,sheliftsherheadlookingdeepinto

myeyesasshepecksmylips.

LookingbackintoherhalfopenflirtyeyesIcould

tellthatshewantedme.AtthismomentIwanted

hertoo,Ithinksheworethisdressonpurpose,it

wasverylightseethroughbluedresswhich

complimentedherskin

Iholdherneckpullingherinandweshareadeep

passionatekissaswestaggerbacktryingtofind

balance,herbuttcheeksfilledmyhandsasIgroped

them,thecouchwastheclosestcomfortnearby

shepushesmeonthecouchmakingmesitasshe

kneelsdownbetweenmylegs



mydickgettinguncomfortablebulgingundermy

pants,Ipulldownmytrousersalongwithmy

underwearasmyhardcockspringsup.Mydickfills

hersofthandsassheteasinglylicksitshelmet,she

startsoffinnocentlyjustsuckingithalftwayand

rubbingit,butasshewentonshedidthingsthat

she'sneverdonetomydickbeforeandIwaslosing

mymind.

Sheisnotjustgivingmeablowjob.She’sbloody

welldeepthroatingme!She’sneverputherlipsso

fardownmycock,shealwayssaidshecouldn't

takeitallinhermouthcauseitwastoobig.Irollmy

eyestothebackofmyheadbitingmylip.thisis

heaven.Andnowsheisbobbingupanddown,

coatingmycockwithsaliva.It’sglisteningwith

slipperiness.I’vegottogiveherasignthatthisis

fuckingmagnificent,soIpullheruptokneelonthe

couchtobenexttomesoIcanreachbeneathher

movingherlittlepantiesasideandstartrubbingher

pussy,itfeelsmewithjoytofindheralreadysowet

asIplaywithherclit.IknowthatshelovesitwhenI

masturbateher.



Shecomesbackatmewithadeliciousmove.She

combinesatwistfromherwristasshepumpsme

whilesherubsmyhelmetagainsthertongue.And

nowshestartstoplaywithmyballstooandsucks

atthem.Iwanttojoinin,soIholdthemtogether

andshetakesthembothinhermouth

"Fuuuuckkk!...."

Igroanoutloudinpleasure,whyshe'sneverdone

thistomebefore?Fuck!IfIleaveherincontrollike

thisImightcumwithoutherfeelingthisdickinside

her.

Ipulleddownpantiesasherdressrestedoverher

belly,Irubbedmyharddickoverherwetpussy

bitingmylowerlipsasIpushmyselfinside,fuck,

herpussygrippedmelikeagloveasIstarted

thrusting,Igrunted,shewassowarm,Idon'tknow

whetherit'sbeenawhileorshehasdone

somethingtoherpussybutItfeltasifsomething

insideher,somethingspecialinsideher,were

slowlyworkingitswaythroughmydickintome,



suckingmefurtherinsideherIfeltlikeIwasabout

toburstandIhaven'tbeeninforeventwominutes

"fuck!..."

ItriednottothinkaboutcummingasIslidout

reluctantlyandkissesherfromherlipsalltheway

downtoherpussy,mytongueeasilyslithered

betweenherlabiastartingfromtheopeningofher

vaginauptoherclit,justtongueandnosucking,the

vibrationsofherlegsindicatedhoemuchshe

enjoyedmytongueasIslidinitfuckingherwithit

andbringingitbacktoplaywithherclitasIinserted

myfingerinsideher,sheheldmyheadinposition

instructingmetokeepgoingasIfingerfuckedher.

Igotbackupinsertingmydickbackinsideasit

immediatelywarmedupasIstartedpoundingher

fasterandharder,herboobsshakingupanddown

asshescreamedmynameinpleasure

"OhYess!!Fuckme...."Shemoans.

ShepushedmeoffandgotontopofmeasIwas

onasittingpostingonthecouchwithherlegsover

mineandstartedbouncingonitwithherhands



againstmychestforbalance

"Fuck,youfeelsogoodbaby..."Isayathermercy,I

couldn'tholdmyselfanymoreasmydickthrobbed

insideher,herthickjuicesfloweddownmydickasI

uncontrollablybustedinsideherfillingherupasmy

cumslidoutalongmyballs.

Ipulledherheadcloserandkissedhersofttasty

lips

.

.

.

NAOMI

.

.

.

Ididn'texpecttohavethismuchfuntoday,Trueis

anexpertinfuntravelingadventures,healways

knowswhatplacestovisitandwherewe'denjoy

themost.



OneofthethingsIenjoyedthatwedidtodaywas

iceskating,itwasawesomeandveryfunny

becauseweallsuckedatit,SihleandIkeptfalling

wehadnobalancetosaveourlives,Iwasabit

betterwhenIwentinwithTrue,hewasnotan

expertbuthewaswaybetterthanmeanddancing

togetheronicewasanunforgettablemoment,we

obviouslycouldn'tallgoinatonceaswehadto

keepoureyesonMatilda.

TruewaspushingMatildaonherpramstrolleras

wewalkedtowardsourrooms.

IwaswalkingonfrontasIopenedthedoor,Iturn

lookingbehindmewhenIheardthemlaughing.

Me(smiling):"sharethejoke"

Sihle(laughing):"Nonoit'snothing"

Ifrownabitconfused,IwasgladSihlewasgetting

moreandmorecomfortablearoundus,todayshe

becamemorethanjustahelper,shewasoutfriend

experiencingallthesefunplacesandgameswith

us,Ilikedthissideofher,shewasactuallyavery

nicepersonwithfunsenseofhumorand



personality.

Weheadinsideandwewelcomedbythewarmthof

theheater,Ilovehowcozyitishereafteracoldday

outside.

Me:"Ialsowanttolaughhawu"

True:"she'sstillmakingfunofthewayyouwentinto

thaticerankwithsomuchconfidenceandfellas

soonasyousteppedintotheice"

Weallburstintolaughter,myconfidencewasvery

high,Imeanitlookedliketheeasiestthingtodo,I

didn'texpectittobesoslippery.

Me(laughing):"IreallythoughtIgotthis"

True:"butyoudidn'tgotthis"

Welaughasweputallthethingswewerecarrying

onthecouch,wedidalotofclothingshopping

mostlyforMatildaandI,Iamobsessedwithbuying

thingsforMatilda,it'slikeIcan'tgototheshops

withoutthinkingofsomethingtobuyforher,baby

clothesandtoysareadorableandIcan'tresist,if

someonedoesn'tstopmesoon,wewillgobankrupt



becauseofMatilda,IalsohelpedTruepickouthis

outfitfortonightaswellasmineandotherthings

aswell,myhabitofbuyingusthesamesneakers

washardtogetridof,whenIsawnicesneakersfor

him,I'dwantthemtoo.Iwassurprisedwhenhe

paidforeverythingeverytimewereachedthetill.I

guessitwashishabitaswell.WealsoboughtSihle

afewclothesandshoes,shewasoverthemoon

withexcitement.

Sihle(smiling):"I'veneverhadsomuchfuninmy

entirelifeofexistence,thankyousomuchfor

takingmewithyouonthistrip(tearfully)I'llnever

forgetthis"

MylipscurveemotionallyasIgiveherahug

Me:"youareourtravellingnannyfromnowon"

Sihle:"areyouserious?"

True:"there'llbemanybusinesstripswhenwecan't

leaveTildabehind"

Sihle:"youarethebestbossesI'veeverworkedfor,I

promiseIwon'tlety'alldown"



Me(smiling):"that'sgoodtohear"

Itakesomeofthethingstothebedroom

Me:"Sihle,pleasetakecareofMatildawhileIget

myselfready"

Sihle:"onit!"

Igetintheroomputtingmystuffonthebedwith

myoutfit

"WhereshouldIputthese?"

Istartleatthesoundofhisvoicerightbehindme,I

didn'texpecthimtobesocloseashewasstanding

behindme

Me:"righthere...

Itcomesoutasawhisperasmyvoicebetraysme,

heputsthemonthebedwithhisarmrightbeside

measthoughhewasabouttogivemeahug.Iwas

scaredasmyheartpoundedandconfusedbyhow

closehewas.

ImovedawayveryquicklybeforeIstartedgetting

wrongideasjustbecausehe'sbeenniceandplayful

withmetoday,Ididn'twanttotakeitaflirting



becauseTrueisanaturallyniceperson,hewas

evennicetowardsSihleandtreatedherasafriend

morethanamaid,heknowshowtomakeyoufeel

specialevenifhe'snotinterestedinsleepingwith

you,I'veseenitwithhiscolleaguesandthewomen

he'sfriendswith,itusedtomakemejealousbutI

trainedmyselftogetusedtoitbecauseItrusted

himandhemadeitclearIwastheonlywomanhe

wanted.SonowIdon'thavetherighttobejealous

anymore,he'sfreetowantwhomeverhewantsto

want.

Hechuckleslookingatme

True:"thatwasfast,whyyourunningawayfrom

me?"

Me:"I'mnot,Ijustwantedto...(lookingaround)take

offmyshoes"

Itakeoffmyshoes

True:"Idon'tbiteyouknow"

Me(scoffs)"mh"

Hefrownslookingatme



True:"whatwasthatabout?"

Me:"what?"

True:"thatscoff"

Me:"nothing"

Hesighsburyinghishandsinhispockets,it

seemedasthoughhehadalottosaytometoday,

maybethefundayoutwithourdaughterdid

something,wehaven'tbeentalkingorhangingout

sincewegothere,it'salwaysbeenaboutworkand

himcomingtopickMatildathenheadbacktohis

room,henevervisitsherhereorstaysherefortoo

long.He'sbeenavoidingme,Icouldclearlyseehe

didn'twanttobearoundmesoIalsokeptmy

distance.

Todaywasthefirsttimebeingthatclose,laughing

andbeingourselvessincewebrokeup.

Me:"canIpleasegetready?"

True:"doyouhaveadatefortonight?"

Wewereallowedtobringspouses,Iaskedoneof

themenweworkwithtobemydate,wearejust



friendsandwegetalongverywellonset.

Me:"yes,doyou?"

True:"yeah"

Me:"that'sgood"

Hestandsthereforawhileasthoughhehadmore

tosay

Me:"didyouwanttotalk?"

Helooksstraightintomysoul,mytummyflatters,I

hateitwhenhelooksatmelikethat,thatlookthat

dominatedme,thatclaimedmyheart,thatlookthat

alwaysmademefeelthatIwashisandhisalone

andnoonecouldcomebetweenhimandI.Idon't

wanttofeelthesethingshe'smakingmefeel,I

don'twanttofeelanythingforhim,heshouldstop

lookingatmelikethat.

Me:"True...

True:"Newton....

MyheartsinksasIfeltthelovewesharedstill

burninginsideofme



Me(softly):"canIpleasegetready"

True:"I'msorryNaomi"

Ifrownshakingmyheadinconfusion

Me:"whatfor?"

True:"aboutthewedding,I'msorry"

Iclosemyeyesandsighasmylegssuddenlyfeel

weak,Iwalktowardsthebedandsit.

True:"Ishouldn'thaveembarrassedyoulikethat"

*Silence*

Ilookupathimwithaheavyheartasthepainstarts

alloveragain,Ididn'twantustotalkaboutthis,I

justwantedustocontinuewithourlivesbecauseI

wasnotpreparedtofeelthisribbreakingfeelings

again.

Me:"Ideservedit"

True:"No,noyoudidn'tdeserveit,Ireallydidn'tdo

thatonpurpose,Ipromiseyou"

Me:"youmeanttodothatTrue,youwantedmeto

feelthepainImadeyoufeel,andIunderstand,just



admititandstoptryingtobeasaint,it'stotally

normaltowanttoinflictpainonsomeonewhohurt

you,it'shumannature,don'tlieaboutit"

True:"Iknowhowitlookedandhowitprobablyfelt

foryou,butIwaswearingmysuitthatday,brushed

myhairandpuffedmycologne,Ihadtheringsin

mypocket,Iwasreadytocomemarryyou"

Me:"sowhatstoppedyou?"

True:"pain"

Me:....

True:"rejection"

Me:....

True:"inadequate"

Ilookdownawayfromhistearfuleyes

True:"Ifeltallthesethingsallatonce,IfeltlikeI

wasabouttomakethebiggestmistakeofmylifeby

acceptingbeingsecondbest,anoptioninyourlife,I

wasn'tsureifI'deverbeyourfirstpriorityafterGod,

Iknewforme,thatGodcomesfirst,thenmywife

andkids,anyoneelsecomesafter,andI'vetriedto



provethattoyoumanytimes,Iwasn'tperfectbutI

madeyoumyprioritybutIdidn'treceivethatfrom

you,ifyouwereanyotherwomanthatIwasjust

marryingforstabilityIwould'veprobably

overlookedthis,buttheproblemisthatIfucken

loveyousodeeplyanditreallyhurtswhenIdon't

feelthesamelovecomingfromyou,youchosenot

yourfather,butZeke,yourex,overme,thatreally

cutdeep,ithurtmemorethanIthoughtitdid,andit

hurtmorewhenIlookedatmyselfinthatmirror

abouttochooseawomanthatcouldn'tchooseme

whenIneededherthemost"

Iplacemyhandsovermyeyesasmyheartshatters

andbreakdownintotears.

Icoveredmyfaceandjustcried.

Ifeltthebedsinkabitashesatbesideme.

True:"thetruthis,itwasnotevenaboutyoucutting

offZekefromyourlife,Iwouldn'tmakeyoudothat

becauseIknowhowmuchhemeanstoyouasa

friend,buttofindthathemeantmoretoyouthan

mereallyhurt,IfeltlikeIwasjustinthewayofyou



twobeinghappytogether,IfeltlikewhetherIwas

thereornotinyourlife,itwouldn'tmakeany

differencetoyouaslongasyouhadZeke"

MyheartjustkeptstingingandsinkingandallI

coulddowascry,ithurt,hurtinghimhurt,themore

hespokeitfeltlikedaggersburieddeepinmyheart

werebeingrippedoutleavingmebleeding.

True:"whathurtsthemostisthatdespitethepain,I

stillloveyousomuch,andIdon'tseemyselfever

stoppingtoloveyou,itwillbesopainfullivinglife

withoutyouasmine....

Therewassilenceforawhileandonlythesoundof

mysobs

True:"butIdon'tthinkwecanevergetbacktogether,

Idon'tseeithappening,itjustwon'tbethesame

anymore...

Iliftmyheadlookingupathimasmylipscurve

withmyjawdroppedindisbeliefandhurttowards

hisfinalwords

True(tearsrollingdownhisface):"Nowyouseewhy

Iwassoscaredoffallinginlove?It'sjustnever



fuckingenough!Ever!....

Me(breakingvoice):"True...please,giveusanother

chance...doesn'tlovedeserveasecondchance?"

Sheshakeshisheadstandingtohisfeet

Me(crying):"I'mnotinlovewithZeke,Idon'thave

feelingsforhim,whycan'tyoujusttrustme!?What

islovewithoutTrust?"

True:"whatislovewithoutTrust?LovewithoutTrust

iswhenloveisnotapriority,onceloveisnotyour

priority,thenhowdoyouexpecttrust?"

HewalksawaybeforeIcouldsayanythingelse.I

getupandrunafterhimwithmyblurredvisionand

mysnottynose.

Igetinfrontofhimbeforehereachedforthedoor

andkneeledbeforehim.

Me(crying):"Stop!Please,I'msorry!I'lldobetterI

promise,Iwasselfishandinconsideratetoleave

likethatthatnight!Ishould'velistenedtoyou!I

should'veputyouandmydaughterfirst...Iwas

foolishandhadnoideaIwasdestroyingmyown



heart!PleaseTrue!I'veneverlovedthewayIlove

you!Pleasedon'ttakethatawayfromme!Please,

I'mbeggingyou!!Iwantyou!Ionlywantyou!"

Hejuststoodtherelookingatmewithtearspouring

outhiseyesbeforereachingforthedoorhandle

andopeningthedoorgettingoutleavingmeonthe

floorcrying.

Ifeltarmsaroundmehuggingme

Sihle:"phezasisi,ncese......phepisakaloku"

Icouldn'tstopcryinganditwashurtingmyinsides.

AfteralongwhileIfinallystopped,IstoppedlikeI

neverstartedasIwipedmytearsandfixedmyself

standingupandheadingtowardstheroomtaking

offmyclothes.Iboughtthistomyself,whywasI

cryingnow,IdidthisandIshouldfaceitlikean

adult,therewasobviouslynofixingwhatIshared

withTrue,butIneededtobestringandsuckitup,if

notforme,thenIhavetobestrongformydaughter,

Iwaslivingforhernowandnobodyelse.Iguess

thisiswhereIcloseTrueandI'slovestory,notall

lovestorieshavehappyendings,butthatdoesn't



meanmylifestorycan'thaveahappyending,and

beingamothertomydaughterwillbemine.

Iwasawreck,Ididn'texpectthisdaytoendlikethis,

Ididn'tevenwanttogotothestupidgalaanymore,

butitwasanimportanteventformycareer.

Igetupandheadtothebathroomgettinginthe

shower

.

.

.

*******

Love'snotenough

*******
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Herheadrestedonmychestaswetriedtocatchup

withourbreathing,wehadsexalldayanditwas

nowdarkoutside.ThiswasthebestsexI'veever

hadwithJordan.Herpussywasonfire,herenergy

andhungerwasnextlevel,Iwonderedifitwasthe

pregnancy?I'veheardsomethingaboutsome

pregnantwomenwithhighsexdrive.Isthatwhat

washappeningtoher?Orwasitthefactthatwe

justhaven'thadsexinawhileandhavebeen

fightingformonthsnow.Eitherway,Ienjoyedour

moment.



Me:"youhavethesweetestpussyyouknowthat

right?"

Shegigglesburyingherfaceonmychestkissing

me

Jordan:"andI'mobsessedwithyourdick"

Ichucklekissedthecrownofherhead

Jordan:"Iloveyou"

Myheartsinks,sheshiftsherheadtofaceme

Jordan:"wow,youdon'thavetosayitback"

Isighsittingupasshegetsofffrommyembrace

Me:"IloveyoutooJordy,youknowIdo"

Jordan:"no,Idon'tknow,Idon'tknowanything

whenitcomestoyounowadays"

Me:"wellknowthatIloveyou"

Jordan:"morethanyourbestfriend?"

Me:"whydoesshehavetobepartofevery

conversationwehave?Whycan'titjustbeabout

youandI?"



Jordan:"becauseyouboughtherintoourlives,you

madeitaboutyouherandme,youdid,notme"

Me:"Ijustwishwecouldstopfightingaboutthis,

yesIhadfeelingsforherandIexpressedthemto

herandtoldhergettingitoffmychest,andwe've

figuredweonlygoodasfriendsnothingmore,so

now,I'mcontent,IknowI'llneverbewithherlike

thatbecauseIknowhowshefeels,andI'mgood

withjustbeingherfriendandsoonitwon'thurtme

anymoreandI'llbeabletofallinloveagainwith

someoneelse"

Jordan:"justthatsomeoneelseisnotme"

Ilookather

Me:"Idon'twantyoutofeellikeyoumysecond

choice,ifIcontinuewithyou,you'llalwaysfeellikeI

settledforyoubecauseIcouldn'tgetwhatIwanted.

Ithinkwebothjustneedtostartafresh,meetnew

people,peoplewho'llrestartourhearts,Iwantyou

tomeetaguy,asingleguywho'snotinlovewith

hisbestfriend,who'snothangupoverhisex,aguy

who'llfallinlovefortheveryfirsttime,fallmadlyin



lovewithyouandmakeyouhiseverything,somuch

hashappenedbetweenus,Idon'tknowifI'lleverbe

thatguyforyou,Iwanttobe,trustmeIwanttobe

sobad,IwishIhadmetyouinadifferenttime"

Jordan:"youneverlovedme"

Me:"IdidandIdo,Ijusttookitforgranted,thisis

thesecondtimeI'vetookloveforgranted,Idon't

thinktheuniversewillgiftmewiththekindoflove

I'vefeltfromyouandNaomi,butI'llacceptthat

punishmentbecausewhenIhaditIpusheditaway,

Iwasluckyenoughtoexperienceitonce,buttwice

wasablessing,Idon'tthinkit'llbepossibleforthe

thirdtime,butit'sfineI'llfacetheconsequences"

Jordan(crying):....

Me:"Ihavegottenatransferatworktogoworkin

JohannesburgasCFO,it'sabigpromotionanda

hugestepupinmycareer,Ithinkthiswillbegood

forus,sothatwe'llbeabletomoveon"

Shelooksatmeinshock

Jordan:"youmovingaway?"



Inod

Me:"I'vealreadyfoundabuyerforthehouseIjust

bought,I'llbemovingoutsecondweekofJanuary"

Jordan(shakingherhead):"whydoyouhavetogo

sofar,whataboutyourbaby?"

Me:"wecanstillcoparentfromadistance,I'llalways

bethereforthebabywheneverheneedsme"

Jordan:"hewillneedyoueverysingledamnday!

He'syourson,it'snotliketherewillbedayshe

won'tneedyou,yesthere'llbedaysheneedsyou

themostbutafathershouldbethereeveryday"

Me:"Iknow,butwhatdoyouwantmetodo?"

Jordan:"doyouloveme?"

Me:"yes"

Jordan:"doyouwantme?"

Me:"verymuch"

Jordan:"doyouwantustoworkout?"

Me:"Idobut...



Jordan:"shhnobutsjustanswerthequestion"

Me:"Ireallywishitcouldworkoutbetweenus"

Jordan:"Zeke,thisisthefinalchanceI'mgivingyou,

ifitdoesn'tworkoutthistime,thenIwould've

foughtformyshareatlove,Iknowhowharditisto

fallforsomeoneliketrulyanddeeplyfallfor

someone,it'srare,Iwanttohaveafamilywitha

manIlove,butIwanttobesurethatyouloveme

too"

Me:"IloveyouJordy,I'msorryyoucameatsucha

conflictingtimeforme,IneedthisjobinJoburg

thoughtojustgetawayfromallthedramathathas

beenhappeningandjustalloweveryonetoheal

becauseitseemslikeI'vebrokensomanyhearts

here,eventheonesIwassupposedtoprotect,an

nowithasbackfired,theonlywayeveryonecan

healandbehappyiswhenIremovemyselffrom

thepicture"

Jordan:"Iunderstand,I'llmovetoJoburgwithyou,

wecanstartoverthere"

Ismilelookingather,myheartsinks,Ifeellikesuch



afoolforplayingwiththiswoman'semotionsand

puttingherthroughhell,makingherjumpthrough

hoopsandnotfullyopeningmyheartupforher,no

womanhasstuckupwithmybullshitandstillclaim

toloveme,SbahletriedbutshegaveupwhenI

becametoomuchforherIjustcouldn'tletherin,no

matterhowhardshetried,I'vetriedpushingJordan

awaywhenIfeltlikeIwasfallingtoodeepforher,

butshestillstuckaround,,Ididthesamewith

NaomiandnowIregretit,IknowifIdon'tchange,

I'llneverbethisluckytofindawomenthattruly

lovesmeformeandnotforwhatIlooklikeorwhat

Ihave.

Ipullhertocomesitontopofme

Me:"areyousure?Thisisthebiggestmoveever,a

startofanewlife"

Jordan:"Iwanttostartover,withyouandourbaby,I

don'twantanybodyelse"

Me:"IpromiseI'lltreatyousomuchbetter,Iebeen

sobadwhenitcomestowomenandlove,Ididn't

thinkawomancouldreallyloveamanthewayyou



loveme,Ithoughtthatonlyhappensinthemovies,I

alwaysthought,ifmyownmothercouldn'tloveme,

whatwomaneverwillgenuinelyloveme?I'msorry

forhurtingyou"

Jordan:"I'llforgiveyou,onlyifyouagreenextyear

whenwegostartoverinJoburg,yougoingtogofor

counselingandheal,you'vebeenthroughsomuch,

Iknowthere'sawaybettermanintherewho's

capableofgivingsomuchloveandyearnsforitas

well,he'sjuststillholdingontothelittleboyinside

himwho'sbeenabusedandrejectedbysomeone

heexpectedunconditionallovefrom,youneed

innerintrospection,we'llalsogoforcouple's

therapy,notbecausewehavingproblems,butfor

ustounderstandeachotherbetterandlearnto

enjoyourrelationshipaswewelcomeparenthood"

Ismileastearsfallfrommyeyes

Me:"Ilikethat,let'sdothat"

Shewrapsherarmsaroundmyneckandpecksmy

lipsasIwrapminearoundherwaist

Jordan:"we'llmakeitwork"



InodasweshareapassionatekissandIflipher

overgettingbetweenherlegs

.

.

.

TRUE

.

.

.

ThelimocaropensasIstepoutandextendmy

handoverhelpingthewomaninsidestepoutasher

heelstepsoutofthecarthenshegetsup.

Welockarmsascamerasflashonourfacesaswe

walkinsidethebuilding

Me:"bytheway,youlookabsolutelybeautiful"

Her:"thankyou,andyoulookhandsomeasalways"

Weheadinsidethedinninghallwhichlooked

amazingwithdimbluelights.



Wewereusheredtoourseatswithournameson

them.Therewereroundtablesalloverwithabig

stageinfront.

Iopenedthechairforhertakingherpurseasshe

satdownandIgaveherbackherpurse

Her(smiling):"thankyou,yousuchagentleman"

Iopenmychairsittingbesideher

Me:"allthankstotheparents"

Her:"indeed,theydidagoodjob"

Ilaughaswecontinuetalkingandgreetingother

peoplewhowalkedin.Ikeptstandingupfinding

myselfindifferentconversationswithpeopleas

everyonewantedtotalktome,thereweremany

actorsandactresses,bigshotdirectors,producers

andwriters,itwasanintimategalawithnocameras

recordingit,theywereonlyoutsidetotakepictures.

Iwasnoddingandlaughingtalkingtooneofthe

actorswhenmymindshutoffasmyeyeslanded

onthisgorgeousladyinafit-and-flaresilhouette

withathighhighslitlonggoldendresswithlace



patternsthatonlycoveredherthenipplesofher

boobsgoingdownalongherwaist,leavingher

cleavageandflatfigureexposedunderasee

throughnet,Thedelicatelypatternedgoldenfabric

clungtoherupperbodyliketheworkofa

meticuloustattooartist,andthesilkybottomfellto

thefloorlikethepetalsofaflower,asherhair

coveredherfacewhileshebentoverabittofixthe

tailofherdress,shestoodupstraightpushingher

hairawayfromherperfectlypamperedfacewith

glitteryeyeshadowthatmatchedherdress.I

couldn'tpickmyjawfromthefloorasshesmiled

talkingtooneoftheserversbytheentrance,she

wasalone,nomanbyherside,butnotforlongas

hefinallyappearedbehindher,shestartedexcited

toseehimashewrapshisarmaroundherwaist

andtheymaketheirwayinshowntotheirtableas

theygotcloserandcloserIrealizedtheywere

comingmyway,alleyeswereonheraspeople

greetedhereachwantingtohaveawordwithher.

Imovedmyeyesbacktothegentlemanwhowas

goingonandonaboutsomething,Ihadlostthe



topicofourconversation,luckilywereagroupand

hedidn'tdependonlyonmyearstolisten.

IlaughwhenInoticetherestlaughingfrom

somethinghesaid.

OneofthewomenIwastalkingtonoticedherand

smiled

Her:"wowgirl!Thatdressisgorgeous!Youlookso

beautiful"

Naomi:"thankyousomuch,canyoutellIgotitlast

minute?"

Shegaspssurprised

Her:"Noway!Itlookslikeitwastailormadeforyou"

Shelaughsinamusement

Naomi:"thankyou,youlookfireyourselfgirl,that

blueisgivingmelife!"

Theylaughassheexcusesherselfwalkingcloserto

hertocontinuetheirconvo.

Isitbackonthetable,shewassittingonthesame

tableacrossus.



Iwantedtocomplimenther,butrememberedour

hurtfulencounterearlier,thewayIlefther,her

piercinggutwrenchingcriesthatbrokemyheart,

onewouldn'ttellwhatshewentthroughanhour

ago,shewashappy,smilingandbeingherbubbly

friendlyselftoeveryone.

"YouareNaomi?Theonewho'llbeplayingthelead

roleinSinless?"

Shenodslookingatmydateassheextendsher

handtoher

Her:"I'mAlexis,nicetoofficiallymeetyou"

Naomi:"sametoyouAlexis"

Hereyeslandonmeandbacktoherdate

Alexis:"she'snice"

Shesaysnexttomyear

Inodagreeing

Me:"yeah"

Thehostcatchesourattentionashewelcomesus

allandthefunctiongetsstarted



Afterawhilespeechesweredoneandeveryone

waseatingandengaginginconversations.Our

tablewasnotasawkwardasIexpectedittobe,we

werealltalkingandlaughing,itwasactuallyfunand

nottenseatall.OnethingaboutNaomisheknows

howtohideherrealemotionsandputupamood

thatblendswiththemoment,ifshehastobehappy

andmakepeoplearoundherhappyshe'llputher

feelingsasideanddojustthat,sometimesIwonder

ifitmaturityoracting,butshedoesn'tmakeitseem

fakeshe'salwayssochappyandgenuinelyniceto

everyone,afterwhathappenedearlierIdidn'tthink

she'dcome.

Theconversationsomehowwenttotalkingabout

babies

Alexis:"IactuallywishIhadababyinmyearly

twenties,soI'llbethoseyounglookingmothers

whenmykidsareintheirtwenties"

Everyonelaughsatherstatement,butnothingwas

interestingforme,Ijustwantedtogobacktothe



hotel,getdrunksoIcansleeppeacefully

Naomi(laughing):"Iguessthat'saadvantage

somehow"

Theyplayedballroommusicandpeoplewerenow

dancingwiththeirpartners.Iwantedtoendmy

nightherebutitwasimportantformetotalktoa

fewpeoplesoIdancedwithafewwomenasweall

keptexchangingdancingpartners.ThewomanI

wascurrentlydancingwithwantedtodancewith

themanNaomiwasdancingwith,meaningIhadto

takeNaomi,wegottothemandsheaskedhimfora

dance

Him:"onlyifmyladydoesn'tmind"

Naomi:"Idon'tmind"

Theytakeeachother'shandsanddanceaway

leavingmewithNaomi

Naomi:"youdon'thavetodancewithme"

Me:"youlookbreathtakinglybeautiful

tonight...(sighs)...I'vebeendyingtosaythat"



Shesmileslookingdown

Naomi:"thankyou"

Iextendmyhandtoher

Me:"mayIhavethisdance"

Shelookedatmyhandforawhilebeforelookingup

atme,nowIwishIdidn'task,ofcauseshedoesn't

wanttodancewithme.

Shetakesmyhandandmovesclosertome.Iplace

myhandonherwaistandherbodytensesasshe

placeshandonmyshoulderandtheotheronmy

chestandwemovetothesoundofthesong,my

heartwaspoundinghardassheplacesherheadon

mychestandforthatmomentthemusicwent

silentandeveryonedisappeared,itwasjustherand

I,Iwrappedmyarmsaroundhergrippinghercloser.

Shemovedmyarmsfromherwaistandstepped

backlookingatmewithtearfuleyes

Naomi:"Ican't....I'msorry"

Sheturnsawayandshehurriedtowardstheexist,I

followedhertoseeifshewasokay.Ifindher



standingoutsidetheentrancewherethecarsdrop

offpeople.

Me:"Naomi?Areyouokay?"

Shedoesn'tturnbutjustnodssniffing

Naomi:"I'mfine,myridewillbehereanyminute"

Me:"thepartyhasjuststarted,youdon'thavetogo,

I'llgo"

Naomi:"justgobackinsideTrue,I'mfineokay"

Me:"butyounotfine"

Sheturnslookingatmeasangerflashesthrough

hereyes

Naomi:"forfuckssakepleaseleavemealone,I'm

fine!"

Thecarparksinfrontofher

Naomi:"please,pleasejuststayfarawayfromme,

please?"

Shesaysshatteredasshegetsinthecarandit

drivesoff.Iclosemyeyesandsigh.



Istandtherewithaheavyheartforawhiletryingto

gainbackmycomposurebeforeheadinginsideto

wrapitupforthenight

.

.

.
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Igottothehotelandmademywayinsidetheroom.

Sihlestandsonherfeetfromthecouchlookingat

meexcitedly,shewaswaitingforthedetailsasI

hadpromisedI'dtellherallaboutit,butherface

dropsassoonasshenoticesmydullface.

Sihle:"areyouokay?"

Ican'tevenfaceherrightnow,I'mstillembarrassed

bywhatshesawearlier,whenIwasdownonmy

kneesbeggingamantonotleaveme,I'msureshe



thinksI'mpathetic.IalsothinkthesameandIdon't

wanttoeverdothatagain.It'slikeIcan'tbearound

thatmanandnotcry,nomatterhowhardItry,I

definitelyneededalotoftimeawayfromhim.

Me:"we'lltalktomorrow,Ijustneedthebedright

now"

Shenodsunderstanding

Me:"where'smybaby?"

Sihle:"inmyroom"

Idropmypurseonthecouchheadtoherbedroom

andfindMatildasleepinginhersmallbedasItake

itwhileshe'sinsideandtakehertomybedroom,I

gentlyputheronmybedcarefulnottowakeherup,

I'mtemptedtokissherbutIholdmyselfasItake

offmydressandheadtothebathroomtocleanmy

faceupandbrushmyteethbeforegettingbackto

bedandgettinginthecoversnaked,itdoesn't

matterhowcoldorhotitisIcan'tsleepwithclothes

on,I'llnevergetcomfortable.

IputTilda'sbedunderthecoveraswelleven

thoughshehadherownlittleblanketandwas



dressedverywarm,Iwantedtosnugglewithher,I

kissedhercheeksandforeheadmultipletimes

enjoyinghersoftplumpyskin,Icarefullytookher

outofherbedandboughtherclosetomesoIcan

cuddleherforawhile,Ireallyneedherinnocence

andpuritytomakemefeelbetterrightnow,she

alwayshasawayofcalmingme,she'stheonly

humanwho'lllovemenomatterwhat,she'smy

peaceandsanity.

Ikissheroncemorehuggingherandbreathingher

babycolognemixedwithherlotionsandshampoo,

mybabysmelledlikesweetheaven.

Myphonerangfromthelounge,IgroansilentlyI'm

toolazytogofetchit,andwhocallssolateatnight

anyway?

Sihle:"yourphoneisringing"

Shesaysmakingherwayinholdingit

Me:"ohthankyou,Iwashonestlyjustgoingtoget

backtothemtomorrowwhoeveritis"

Sihle:"IwasclosesothoughtImightaswell"



Shehandsmethephonethathasnowstopped

ringingasSihleheadsout

Ilookatthenumberanditwasmydoctor'snumber,

whatcouldshepossiblywant,Icallherback,itrang

forquiteawhile,probablyit'sbecauseweinseas

apart,IhadmyphonesetsoIcouldusemyown

phonenumberhereandreceivecallsfrommy

country.

"Hello?"

Me:"heyit'sNaomiIjustmissedyourcall?"

"Ohyes,Iwascallingtoletyouknowthatwefound

twowomenwhomettheSAlawrequirementsand

alsoyourrequirementstobeyoursurrogate,Ijust

needyoutosetadatewithyourhusbandsoyou

canmeetthem,doabitofinterviewandgettoknow

thembeforeyoucanchoose,thenwecangetthis

processstarted"

Myheartsinks,tothinkthatwewereintheprocess

oflookingforasurrogatemothersowecanhave

oursecondbornwhowassupposedtobebornin

marriage.



Me:"oh...

Iclearmycloggeddrythroatandswallow

Me:"uhm,okay,thankyou,I'lltalktohimandget

backtoyou"

"Okaythen,bye"

Me:"bye"

Idropthecallandburstintotears.

Igetupandgowashmyfaceagain,Ihadaterrible

headache,Icheckedmymedicalbagwithprimary

illnessmedicinesthatIcarryeverywhereandIfind

painandsleepingtablesanddinkthembefore

gettingbackinthecovers.

IputTildabackonherlittlebed,Idon'twantto

squashherbylettinghersleepbesidemeonmy

bed,Iplacemyhandoverhertummystaringather

untilIdozedoff.

.

.

.
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Iwasn'tfeelingwelltoday,thisweekIwasonmy

chemotherapytreatment,Iusuallygothreeweeks

beforeIstartthecycleagain,Itakechemofora

wholeweekandgetthreeweeksoffandsoon.It

wasstartingtotakeitstollonmeemotionally,the

sideeffectsofChemowerestartingtoshowand

therealityofitallwasdauntingonme.Ihadalotof

angerinme,Iwasangryatmyselfforhaving

cancer,whydidithappentome?Whydidn'tI

preventit,howcould'veIpreventedit,whycan'tGod

takeitawayfrommewhodoeshethinkwillmother

mydaughterifI'mnotthere.

It'sbeentwoweekssinceI'vegotbackfromNew

York,everyonehadsomethinggoingandkeeping

thembusyandsodidI,itsuckedthatmyclose

friendswerenotaround,ZekewasgonetoJoburg

becauseofwork,Stellahasaverybusylifeasshe's

inandoutofthecityjustlikeme,whenshe'shere,

I'mgone,whenI'mhereshe'sgone,wehaven'tseen

eachothersinceIgotback,Ihardlygooutunless



it'sworkrelated.Trueseemtohavemovedonwith

anewwoman,I'veseentheirpicturesongossip

socialmedia,hehasn'tpostedheronhissocial

media,Iguesshewaskeepinglowprofilewithher,

atleastoneofuscouldmoveon.It'lltaketimefor

myhearttohealfromthat,Idon'twannafallinlove

again,IdoubtI'mevencapable.

oneexcitingthingwastheMoviecomingoutMarch

20whichisinaweek.

Theofficialtrailercameoutinthemiddleof

February.

Tonightwewillbeseeingitforthefirsttimeon

screenaswewereinvitedtothePremierewhere

onlythecast,filmmakersandinvitedpresswere

allowedtocome,itisaredcarpetevent,Ialready

hadadressfortonight,it'scrazyhowIcan'trepeat

thesamedress,mydressesareexpensiveand

tailormadebutIonlygettowearthemonceand

witheacheventoneneedstogoallout,youhaveto

watchthewayyouwalk,whoyoutalkto,yourfacial



expressionsbecausethemediawilldragyoudown

withanylittlemistake.

ItwasacrazyfeelingknowingthatI'mstarringin

oneofSA"sbiggestinternationalfilmsyet,thiswas

goingtobethedoortomanymoreopportunities

andIjustpraytoGodthathekeepsmelongenough.

Idoubthewillthough,myhairwasslowlystarting

tofalloff,Ididn'tpaymuchattentiontoit,butsince

thiscurrentdosethatI'mon,it'sbeenfallingoff

morethanusual,Ihavealotofhairanditdidn't

showyetasitwasn'tthatbad,butIknowverysoon

allmyhairwillbegone.

Itwasheartbreaking,sittinginfrontofthemirror

wasgettingmoreandmorefrighteningasIwas

startingtonoticeafewchanges,myweightwas

goingdownandIwaslosingmyappetitebutItried

toeatregardless,IlovedmyweightafterIhad

Matilda.

TearswerestreamingdownmyfaceasIwas

combingmyhair,Ilookedatthehairleftonthe



combitwasalot.

I'llhavetocutitoffsoon,Iwasnotreadyforthat,I

lovedmyhairandI'veneveroncecutitever.

Iwipedmytearsandgotdressed,itwasstillinthe

earlyafternoon,Ihavenotbeengettingenoughtime

withMatilda,weekendsarenodifferenttooneday

andTruedidnotbringherthisweekendnorallowed

metofetchhersayingthattheyweregoingtovisit

P.E,theonlypersonIfindpeaceandhappinessinis

myowndaughterthatIgaveawaytoamanasa

sacrificeofmyloveforhim,insteadofwinninghim

backitseemsasthoughI'venowlostthemboth,

yetI'mforcedtoseeonealmosteverydaywhenIdo

notwishtoandtheotherbarelywhenallIwantisto

besurroundedbyherpresence.

Itookmycarkeysandheadedout

.

.
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Doctor:"Ihaveyourresults"

Ilookupathimashecomesaroundbacktohis

seatinfrontofme

Me:"whatdotheysay?"

Doctor:"shouldIreadthemtoyou?Oryouwantto

takethemwithyou?"

Iextendmyhand

Me:"I'lltakethem"

Heputstheminanenvelopeandhandsthemtome

Me:"thankyou"

Igetupandheadouttothecar.

IlookattheenvelopeassoonasIgetinthecar,I

takeoutthepapersinside.



Istareattheresultsforawhileandheaveasigh

puttingthemback.

Itakemyphoneandmakeacall

"Bro"

Me:"heyman"

"Yougottheresults?"

Me:"yeah"

"And?"

Me:"Ishouldn'thave"

"She'syourdaughter"

Me:"andIalreadyknewthatdeepdown,nowIfeel

sobadfordoubtingmyowndaughter"

"Iknowman,butit'sbetterknowingforsure,what

aboutkamva?Isheyours?"

Me:"yes,theresultssayhe's99.9percentminetoo,

again,meaningLelethudidnotmeddlewiththefirst

testsbecauseIdidtheseoneswithoutboththeir

mothersknowledge,Ifeelsobadnow"



"Atleastnowyouknowforsurethatyouarenot

raisingbastardchildren,don'tfeelbadman,you

shouldberelieved,Naomidoesn'thavetoknowyou

didDNAonherchild,onlyyouandIknowandthe

doctorthatshedoesn'tknow,yougood"

Me(sighs):"yeahIguessyouright,Letmego"

"Okaycool,bye"

Ihangupandsighputtingmyphoneontheseatas

Ireversethecaroutoftheparkinganddriveoff

backtomyplace

Itaketheenvelopewithmyphoneandcarkeys

gettingoutofthecarandmakingmywayinsidethe

house.

Imakemywayinsideandmyheartdropstothepit

ofmystomachwhenIseeNaomicarryingMatilda

sittingbythelounge,it'sbeenawhilesinceshe's

beenhere,butIguesstodaywasanimportantday

forthebothofus.



Me:"hey"

Shestartleslookingupatme

Naomi:"ohhey"

Me:"Ididn'texpectyouheresoearly"

Naomi(lookingatthetime):"actuallyI'mjuston

timerememberweweresupposedtostartat

13:00?"

Me:"shit...sorryIdidn'trealizeitwasalreadythis

late,I'vebeencaughtuptoday"

Naomi:"work?"

Ilookattheenvelopeinmyhandandputmyhand

behindme

Me:"yes,hastheladyarrived?"

Naomi:"notyet,sheshouldbehereanyminute"

Me:"okay,letmegoupstairs,I'llberightback"

ShenodsfocusingbackonMatildaplayingwithher,

Iwatchthemlaughingasshesayssillywordsto

her.



Iheadupstairsthrowingtheenvelopeonthebedas

Iheadtothebathroomtakingoffmyshirtand

washedmyfacehopingtogetridofalltheguilton

myface.

Iwalkbacktotheroomlookingforanothershirt

andputtingiton.Ilotionmyfaceandpuffabitof

cologneonmyneck,Itakesomemintgum

throwingitinmymouth,ilookatmyselfinthe

mirroronemoretimemakingsuretherewas

nothingonmyface,Iwasstillfreshlygroomed.

Iheadbackdownstairsatthesametimeasour

ladyguestmakesherwaytotheloungewelcomed

byNaomiastheysitoppositeeachother.Ilookat

themforawhilecontemplatingwithmyselfon

whereIshouldsitandthemannerforthisgathering

madeitreasonabletheIsitbesideNaomi,soIsit

besideherleavingabitofspacebetweenusasshe

hadMatildaonherlap.

Wewerenowbotherfacingthislady

Me:"hi,howareyou"

Iaskextendingmyhandtoheraswesharea



handshake

Her:"I'mgood,thankyouforhavingmehere"

Naomi:"weshouldn'twasteanytimeandjustget

straighttoit,shallwe?"

Inodinagreementthequickerwefinishedthis

meetingthebetter

Naomi:"so,whatmadeyoudecidetobecomea

surrogate?"

Her:"Ihaveanoldersister,she's14yearsolderthan

me,shegotmarriedwhileIwas13andshewas26,

twoyearsintohermarriagetheystartedtryingfora

baby,I'mnow26andshe's40andthey'vegivenup

trying,mysisterhadfivemiscarriages,ithurts,it

wastraumatizingforallofus,towatchmysister

sufferlikethat,herfeelinglikelessofawoman,

whenIwaseighteenIofferedtocarryherbabiesfor

her,theynowhavetwobeautifulkidsandshe's

sooohappy,sheisfullofloveandhappiness,

seeingherlikethathasboughtthebiggestjoyinmy

life(crying)...andthefactthatIcouldhelpmysister

haveherdreamfamilyandwitnessherlifeand



marriageblossomsobeautifullylikethat,Iknew

thisiswhatIwantedtodo,thisishowIwantedto

makeallwomanwhofeelanylessofawoman,or

womanwhojustcan'tdoontheirownandare

experiencingthesepressures,Iwantedthemto

knowthatasmuchastheysayittakesavillageto

raiseachild,sometimesittakestwowomentobirth

achild,ifmywombcanchangesomeone'slifeand

bringjoy,loveandlifetotheirhome,thenthatis

whatIwilllivefor"

Naomi(wipinghertears):"wow,thatisbeautiful,you

areveryselfless,Ilikeyou"

Me:"indeedwhatyoudoingisamazing"

Naomi:"doyouhaveaboyfriendorhusband?"

Sheshakesherhead

Her:"noI'mcurrentlysingle,haven'thadaboyfriend

intwoyears"

Me:"ifyoudocarryforus,howdoyouenvision

communicationbeforeandafterthebabyisborn?"

Her:"Iamcomfortablewithwhateverarrangement



youhaveplanned"

Naomi:"wouldyoubecomfortablemovinginwithus

maybeonyoursecondorthirdtrimesterifweasked

youto?"

Shenods

Her:"yesofcourse,Ialsowanty'allastheparentsto

beabletoconnectandbondwiththebabyasmuch

aspossibleandexperiencethepregnancyjourney

withme,thesamewayyouwouldifyouwere

carryingyourownbaby"

Wenodagreeing

Naomi:"canwebepresentatyoupre-natal

appointmentswiththedoctor?"

Her:"ofcourseyes,andalsoifyouhaveacertain

dietyou'dlikemetohaveforthesakeofthebaby,I

wouldn'tmindchangingmydiet"

Naomiturnstolookatmeasshesmilesimpressed,

Ismileback

Naomi:"that'sgreat,howaboutafterbirth,howlong

afterbirthareyoucomfortableonleaving?Doyou



wanttostaywiththebabyforadayortwoor?"

Her:"ohno,Idon'twanttohaveanykindof

connectiontothebabyafter,infactIwouldnotlike

toseethebabyonceitsborn"

Naomi:"ohwow,okay"

Welaugh

Naomi:"howaboutpumping?Doyoumindpumping

milkforus?"

Her:"Iwouldn'tmindprovidingyouwithmilk"

Naomi:"goodbecause,Matildadidn'tgettoenjoy

thehealthybreastmilk,shehadtogostraightto

formula"

Her:"why?Wereyounotcomfortable

breastfeeding?"

Naomi:"No...it'sjust..Iwasonchemo"

Shegaspsshocked

Her:"ohhI'msosorrytohearthat,Ishouldn'thave

askedI'msorry"

Naomi:"Noit'sokay"



Therewasabitofsilenceasshelookedatme

Naomi:"isthereanythingyou'dliketoaskher?"

Me:"what'syournameagain?"

Theybothlaugh

Her:"karabo"

Inod

Me:"okaykarabo,justknowthatifyoudocarryour

babyforus,youwillbefollowedeverysingledayat

alltimeseverywhereyougo,untilyougivebirth"

Shenods

Karabo:"okay,whowillbefollowingme?"

Me:"don'tworryaboutthat,it'speoplewho'llbe

makingsureyouaresafeandinnodanger"

Shenods

Karabo:"Idonotmindthat"

Naomi:"Ithinkthat'llbeall,youwillhearfromus

whenwestarttheprocedure"

Shenodsgettingup,weaccompanyhertohercar



andwatchherdriveoffbeforeheadingbacktothe

lounge

Me:"so,whatdoyouthinkofkarabo?"

Naomi:"Ilikeher,Ilikeheralot,she'sveryyoungfor

one,andshe'sonlyhadtwobabieswhichisnotthat

bad"

Inod

Me:"shealsoseemsverypassionateaboutbeinga

surrogate,it'sverypersonaltoher"

Naomi:"right!She'salsoverybeautiful,shecould

rubonsomeofthatbeautytoourbaby"

ShegigglesandIlaugh

Me:"yeahbutherlooksdon'tmatterbecauseshe's

justacarrier,theDNAisours"

Naomi:"yeahbutjustIncaseifherlookscouldrub

off,it'dbecool"

Ismileshakingmyhead.

Me:"so,arewereallydoingthis?"



Naomi:"that'sifyoustillupforit,Ijustwantanother

babyandit'dbeniceifmykidssharethesame

father,afatherItrustthatwillloveandtreatthem

wellevenwhenI'mnotthereIknowthey'llnever

suffer,IwantmynametocontinueevenafterI'm

gone,youalsowantalotofkidsdon'tyou?"

Me:"yesIdo,andsomeIcan'tsayall,Iwantmostof

mykidswithyouinthem"

ShesmileslookingdownatMatildawhowasfast

asleepinherarms

Naomi:"I'mgladweagreeinonething"

Me:"yeah"

Shelooksupatme

Naomi:"Ihaven'tseenMatildasincewegotback,I

missher"

Me:"Iknow,youcantakehertomorrow"

Naomi:"IwishIcouldsleepwithhertonight,I'mnot

feelinggood,Tildaismytherapy,beingaroundher

makesmesomuchbetter"

Inod,IthinkImight'vebeenabitselfishfor



acceptingthefullcustodyofMatildawhenNaomi

obviouslyneedsherthemost

withallthatshe'sgoingthroughI'veseenhow

Matildabringsasparkinhereyesandsheneedsa

sparkinherliferightnow,Icanseehoweverything

hasbeenaffectingherlatelyandthechangesinher

personality.

Me:"buttonightwegoingforthemoviepremiere,

willyoubeabletotakeherafter?"

Naomi:"yes,I'llpassbyandtakeherbeforegoing

backtomyplace"

Me:"okaythencool"

Shelooksatmeforawhile,Ilookawayfromher

eyes

Naomi:"hopefullyyournewgirlfriendwillbeokay

withthisarrangement"

Ilookather,wasthisherwayofaskingmeifIwas

inarelationship?

Me:"don'tworryaboutit,itwon'tbeaproblem"

Myanswerdidn'texactlyanswerwhatsheintended



toaskorconfirm

ShestandsupkissingTildabeforegivinghertome

Naomi:"we'llsetadatewiththedoctoroverthe

phone?"

Me:"coolwithme"

Shenodstakingherpurse

Naomi:"okay,seeyoulaterthen"

Me:"I'llseeyoulater"

Iwatchherwalkawayuntilshedisappearsoutthe

door

IsighsittingdownlayingTildaonthecouchasI

leanback.

Seeinghereverydaywasveryhardonme,asmuch

asIthinkIdidgoodbychoosingmyselffirst,Ialso

feellikeI'vecheatedmyselfonsomethingreally

special,somethingrare,thatIwillneverfeelever

again.Movingonfromherwasprovingtobe

impossible,allIwantedtodowaspickherupand

pinheragainstsomewallmakingrecklessloveto

her.HowamIsupposedtobedonewithherwhenI



havehardlyhadanypeacefulsleepsinceshe'sleft

mybed.Shestartedherchemoagain,Ifound

myselfparkedoutsidethehospitalgoingtosupport

herasalwaysbuthitmyselfontheforeheadwhenI

rememberedI'mnotthatmantoheranymore.

.

.

.
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Aftermeetingupwitheveryoneandanswering

questionsbythepress,takingpictureswith

everyone.Wewerenowwatchingthemovie.My

heartbeatwasoutofcontrol,Icouldnotbelievethat

wasmeinthatbigscreen,Ihonestlycouldnot

believeit,mymakeuphadtobestrongnow

becausetherewasnosavingitfrommytears,this

wasallhappeningwaytoosooninmylife,Ithought



I'dreachthispointinmythirties,itallmadesense

now,Godistrulysomething,itnowmadesense

whymydreamswerecomingtruethisearly,Imight

notseemythirties.

Ishouldbeoverjoyed,thehappiestI'veeverbeen,

butthisalljustmadememoresad.

"uuhhh..."Everyonegiggledamusedbytheheated

longsexsceneofmeandmycharacter'shusband,

theywereinloveandhadremarkablechemistry.

Icovermyfaceembarrassedaseyeslandonme.It

hadacoupleofintensesexscenes,theydidlook

veryreal,ifIwasn'ttheoneactingI'dswearwe

werereallyhavingsex,butbestbelieveourprivate

partywerecoveredandnevereventouched,the

cameraanglesjustmakeitsoreal,plusitiskindof

uncomfortableactingsexscenes,fakingthebreath

hitches,themoans,theflintcheswhentouched,the

highintensebreathing,speciallybecauseyouhave

todoitoverandoveragainuntilthedirectorsare

satisfiedwithyourchemistry,andbeinginbedin

thosepositionswiththewholecrewwatchingand

directorstellingyouhowtomoveyourwaisthow



widetoopenyourlegs,Ihatedit,moreespecially

actingitoutinfrontofTruemademeevenmore

uncomfortable,Ialwayswishedhecould'vebeen

myhusbandinthemovie,itwasgoingtobemore

realthanactingandwaymoreenjoyable.

Myeyesfindhisashewaslookingatme,hesmiles

atme,IlookawayfromhimbeforeIgetthewrong

idea.Hewassittingnexttothesamewomanthat

he'sbeenseeninpublicwith.

AfterthethingshesaidtomeinNewYork,allhopes

ofgettingbackwithhimdiedandIwasacceptingit

asmaturelyaspossible.

WegottohisplaceandIwaswaitingbythelounge

ashewentupstairstofetchMatilda.Iwasexcited,I

askedweleaveimmediatelyafterthemovie,itwas

agreatmovieandIcan'twaituntilpeoplewatchit

tomorrowintheaters.

Hecomesdownstairsbyhimselfnotholdingany

baby.

Me:"what'swrong?WhereisMatilda?"



Hehaschangedintohissweatpantsandvest,

everythingwasvisible,everymuscleandeveryprint,

Ihatethisoutfit,IhateitsomuchIneverusedtolet

himgooutinpubliclikethisbecauseIknewthathe

wouldbeeyecandytothirstywomenlikeme,

staringatthesamethingthatmyeyescouldn't

seemtolookawayfrom.

True:"Sihlejustputhertosleep,Ididnotwantto

disturbher"

Myheartsinksdisappointed

Me:"oh...icouldstilltakeher,she'llsleepinthecar,

it'snotabigdealthatshe'ssleepingisit?"

True:"I'msorrybutIcannotletyoudrivewithher

thislate"

Iswallowthepainfullumponmythroat,Idon't

knowwhyhe'sbeensodifficultwithlettingmehave

Matildanowadays.ItreallyhurtsbecauseImissher

somuch,she'stheonlythingthatboughtme

happinessthatboughtlightintomylife.

Me:"whycan'tIjusttakeher,shewon'twakeup,I'll

begentlewithher"



True:"No,you'lltakehertomorrow"

Me:"butyouagreedearlierthatIcouldtakeher!"

Iburstintotearsasmyheartbrokeintoamillion

pieces

Me(crying):"Iknowyouhateme,butcomeon!

Pleasehavealittlecompassion,youneverletme

haveherforthewholeofFebruaryinNewYork

she'sbeensleepingatyourroom,youeventook

Sihletoyourside,Ionlygottoseeherduringthe

daysforafewhoursbecauseofwork,sincewegot

backIhaven'tseenher,whydon'tyouwantmeto

havemybabyvisitme!?"

True:"didyounotgivefullcustodytome?"

Me:"Ididbut....

True:"thatmeansyougetsometwoholidays,on

winterholidaysandsummerholidays,therestof

yearismine"

Me:"what!That'sridiculous!IfIknewyouwere

goingtobelikethisI....

True:"youwhat!?Youwouldn'thavegivenme



custody?Ifyouwantfullcustodyofherjustsay

andI'llgivehertoyou!"

Me:"what??Whywouldyousaythat!"

True:"youonlygavemecustodytomakeyourself

lookgood,youknewI'dletyouseeortakeMatilda

wheneveryouwantedher,becauseIamafool

whenitcomestoyou,andI'dmakeallkindsof

compromisesforyou"

Me:"that'snottrue!IgaveyouMatildabecauseyou

areherfatherandyoudeservedher!"

True:"Lies!Youdidthattomakeyourselffeelbetter,

youdidn'tdoitforme,youneverreallydidanything

forme"

Me:"okayIneverdidanythingforyou,wow,okay,

fine,youknowwhat,Idon'thavetheenergyforthis,

Ijustwantedtospendalittletimewithmydaughter,

butifyouwanttobeadickthenI'llleaveyoutoit!"

Igetuppickingmykeys

Me(crying):"IgaveyoufullcustodyofMatilda

becauseIloveyouandsinceIfailedtochoosetrue



loveformyself,Ichoseitformydaughter,Ichose

you,IloveyouandIlovemydaughter...butsinceit's

clearyoudon'twantmesobadlynearyouormy

daughterI'llstayaway(crying)...youcanhaveher,

allofher,eventhesecondonewegoingtohave,

youcanhavehimtoo,Idon'tdeservey'allright?"

IturnandwalkawayhopingIdon'ttripinthese

heelsandmyblurredvision

"Yes,youdon'tdeserveus!...

Iturnlookingathimastearswerestreamingdown

hisfacewithangerandhurtonhisface

True:"youdon'tdeserveme!!...

Me:"Iknow!...

Hewalkstowardsme

True:"youareselfish!...

Me:...

True:"youneverlovedmeasmuchasIlovedyou!...

Me:"Idid!!Ididloveyou!Iloveyoumorethanyou'll

everknowbecauseI'llnevergetthechance!...



True:"youhadthechanceandyoublewit!!...

Me:"andIhatemyselfforit!!ButI'mnotgoingto

begyouforyourforgiveness!NoramIevergoingto

abandonfriendshipsforyou!!Ifyoucan'tloveme

withthepeopleIcareaboutinmylifethenrather

notlovemeatall!!ThesamethingIdidforZeke

thatnight,Iwould'vedoneitforyoutoo!!Maybethe

timingwasn'tright!Youbothneededmethatnight

andIshouldn'thaveranoffthewayIdidbutmy

bestfriend'smotherdiedandIknewwhathewas

capableofdoingtohimselfthatnight!I'msorrythat

Ifeltheneededmemorethanyoudid!!I'msorry!

ButgivenachanceIprobablywould'vestillwentto

himthatnightmaybeinadifferentmanner....I'm

sorryforthewayItreatedyou,youdidn'tdeserveit.

ButnowI'mdoneapologizing,I'mtryingtohealand

moveonfromyouandI'mfailingbutdoingthiswith

yourightnow,usingmybabytopunishme!!Isway

belowyou!Wasleavingmeatthealtarnot

punishmentenough!?Youwanttoseemedead!?"

True:"youdamnrightitwasnotenough!Noamount

ofpunishmentwillmeasureuptoyoufeelingthe



painyoumademefeel!"

Me:"GotohellTrue!!You'renottheGodofmenand

I'mnotabouttolickyourassforforgiveness!Fuck

you!"

Iturnwalkingaway

True:"FuckyouNaomi!!Ihateyou!"

Icovermymouthblockingmycriesreachingforthe

doorwhenIfeelhishandgrabbingmyarmcausing

metohalt

Me(weakly):"leavemealone!...

Heturnsmearoundtofacehim

True:"whathaveyoudonetome!?Huh?Whycan'tI

lookatanotherwomanthewayIlookatyou!?What

didyoudotomyheart!?Whyisitsostubbornto

justquitlovingyou!Idon'twantthesefeelingsfor

youanymore!"

Hiswordsweredaggersstabbingrightdeepinto

myravishedheart

Me:"thenletmego!!"



True:"How!!Ican'tfuckendothat!!...

Me:"whatdoyoufuckingwantfromme!?..

True:"whatyoustolefromme!!Iwantyourfucken

soul!...

IlookathimintheeyesasIstruggletobreath

properly

True:"IwishInevermetyou...

Me:"pleasestop,youwinokay!You'vebrokenmy

heart,it'senoughnow!...

Hepullsmecloser

True:"younotgoinganywhere,nottonight"

Ifrownconfused

BeforeIknewithislipswereonmine,Ipanted

betweenkissesashistongueinvadedmymouth,

twirlingagainstmyowntongueashegentlysucked

themwithpassion

Mybodyfrozefromshockatwhatwashappening

asmyhandsclenchedtightlyagainsthiswhitevest.

Itriedtobreakmylipsawayfromhiskissonlyfor



hiswarmandlargehandstopushthebackofmy

headdirectingmywetlipsbacktowardshishungry

lipsandseekingtongueonceagain

"I’llgiveyousomuchpleasurethatyou’llneverbe

abletowalkawayfrommeeveragain…”he

chuckledinmyearandwhisperedtomeinhisdeep

andseductivevoice.

“ah…please…”Anothersetofmoans

unintentionallyescapedmylipstomyownsurprise.

Iwaslosingcontrolofmymindandbodyashisbig

manlyhandsslowlyslidinsidemysleevelessdress

andcuppedmyleftbreast,massagingthem

intensely.Thesensationsentajoltthroughmeand

Istartedtofeelasuddenrushofwarmthand

stickinesseasingoutfrombetweenmylegs.No,I

amreactingtohimsofastandsostrongly.Asifhe

couldsensemyarousal,hisleanbodycorneredme

drivingmybackagainstthenearestwallnearthe

kitchenthenwedgedhisleftleginbetweenmy

thighs.Itriedtopleadwithhimtostopbuttheonly

soundsthatIcouldproduceweresensualmoans

mixedwithmyhardbreathing.Mybaby'sdaddy



wasnowfondlingbothofmybreastsbeneathmy

dresswhichhadslippeddowntomywaist.Apart

ofmewantedtostopthisatoncebecauseIwasnot

surewhetherthiswouldbemakeupsexorgoodbye

sexandifitwasthelatterGodknowsIwouldn'tbe

abletotakeit,theconsequencesofthismoment

werescary.

"No…stop…Ican’t…”Imoanedandgaspedashis

tongueslowlylickedmyearlobesandthensucked

myearmakingwetsuckingsounds.Thesensation

wassointensethatIopenedmyeyeswidejustto

seehishandsomefaceandhiseyesburningwith

desireformegazingbackatme

Hismouthtakingturnsoneachtitty.Geezitfelt

good.Histouchandtongueweredrivingmewild.I

couldn’tgetenoughandthankfullyhedidn’tstop.

Hesuckedandnibbledtillhesensedbymyurgent

breathingIneededmassagingsomewhereelse.

Andyes,downheslid;kissingintomynaveland



slinkinghistongueacrossmysoftwombandthen

OMG,hewaslickingmypussyslit.

“OhFuck”Iyelped,notpreparedforthesensational

firstsweepofhistongueovermypussylipsand

swollenclithood.Geezwasitamazing.Itwas

betterthangood,itwasgreat.Andashebuiltthe

flickingandprobingwithhistonguetip,itwentup

theratingscaletosensational.Myeyesclosed

headfacedtotheceilingasIplacemyonehandon

hisheadwithmyonelegoverhisshoulder,Itwas

offthescalebythetimemyorgasmracedthrough

me.Astunningcoursingclimax,waymoreintense

thananyIhadcreatedformyselfinmylonely

nightsforthepastmonths.

Hecomesbackuptomyfaceshovinghistonguein

mymouthtastingmyselfinhim,I'mnotwhenhe

tookoffhispantsbuthishugeerectmushroom

headeddicktipwasalreadyrubbingitselfbetween

mysoakingpussylipsashepusheditandit

poppedinsideHemoanedatthetightgripIhadon

hiscockasheploughedintome,breathingdown



myneckwithmylegswidespreadaroundhiswaist

itwasasthoughhisdickgrewevenbiggerthanthe

lasttimeIhaditinme.

Theslowthrustingbecamemorevigorous.Imust

havesoakedthroughmydressbecauseallinches

ofhisdickwerefizzinginandoutofmylittlepussy.

Icouldfeeleverymotion.Mypussyfeltsofull.And

stretched.Hisbendycockacquaintingitselfwith

myG-Spot.Itfeltintense.Ipulledhimcloser.My

nailsalmostdiggingintohisbackasItriedtofeel

everylastmillimetreofcockpenetrateme.His

moansbecamelouderwhenIaskedhimifheliked

howtightIwas.Iwaslovinghisbigcock.Hepulled

merighttotheveryedgeofthekitchencounterbut

hisstrongarmsheldmetight.Itwasjusttochange

theangleofhisthrustingandIcouldfeelhiscock

bottomout.Myvaginalwallshadnevercameunder

suchanattackasIorgasmedmultipletimes.High

pitchedmoansescapedmymouthashebattered

hishugecockrightthroughmybody.Ibitdownon

hisshouldertostopthenoisebuthishandreached

outaroundmychinandcarriedmetowardsthe



stairswalkinguptohisbedroomwhilestill

pouncingmeonhisdickasIcouldseehisface

passionate,almostfeelhisdickswelluptothe

pointofexplosion!

IlookaroundhopingwhereverSihlewas,shewas

fastasleepanddidn'tseeanyofthisorhearing

theseuncensoredsounds.Hethrewmeonthebed

roughly,notasinglesmileonhisface,Iknewthis

wasn'taboutmakinglove,thismanwasreadyto

teachmealessonhewasdeterminedI'dnever

forgetashegotontopofmeandstretchedout

everypartofmepoundingmeharderandfasteras

hisfingerrubbedvigorouslyonmyclit,itwasas

thoughhewasfuckingmysoulasmywholebody

vibrateduncontrollablyandexplodedwavesof

wateroutmyvaginasquirting.Asifthatwould've

stoppedhim,heturnedmearoundtoaDoggystyle

positionasIstuckmybutoutwithmylegspartted

andmybreastsstuckonthebedexposingthe

wholepussy,Ifeltapainfulstingashejustslapped

theshitoutofmycheek.



Herubbedhisdickteasinglyandslappedhisthick

meatonmycheekbeforethrustingbackinside,I

grabholdofthecoversasIfelthimdeepatthepit

ofmystomach,Iwasscreaminginpleasureand

painbutwastryinghardnottowakepeopleupsoI

bitthepillow,hepushedmedownuntilIwaslying

onmytummywhilehewasontopofmeonmy

back,heheldmeneckupfirmlyasthoughhewas

chokingmeandkissedmehungrilyflippingmeover

backtomissionary.

Itfeltlikeaneternity.MymouthgapedopenasIfelt

aninternalearthquake,hegruntedoutloud.My

bodygiratedineverydirectionasIscreamed"Oh

MyGaaawd"andagainburiedmyfaceinhischest.

Mypussyfilledupwithwarmcumasmyorgasm

lefthimnochoicebuttounloadhisballsinsideme.

Afrothymessasheslowlypulledouthislongpenis

.Ithungthereagain.Thick.Semi-tenseontheway

down.Drippingwithhugeblotchesofcumand

momentarilyIfeltlikeihadatunnelbetweenmy

legs.Itlookedbiggerthanbeforeheputitin.Ijust



satthere,headbackagainsttheheadboard,legs

spreadapart,gaspingandsweatyaswemaintained

eyecontact.

.

.

.

*******

Makingorbreakingus?

*******

Tobecontinued
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LastnightIwasn'tgiventhetimeordaytorestas

themanwasontopofmeallnightdrainingevery

lastbitoforgasmsmybodycouldpossiblyrelease.

Iwasleftwithnoenergywhatsoeverandnumblegs

withathrobbingswollenpussythatIfeltliketaking

itoffandputtingitoutsideforittobreathandrest

frombeingoverused.

Idon'tknowwhenIfellasleepbutImust'vepassed

outrightafterthelastround,itwasthemost

peacefulsleepI'vehadinmonths.

Istretched,triedmovingmylegsbutcouldn'tfeel

themandhadpainfulcrampsonthesidesofmy

thighsandmycoochiewasstillswollen.

IopenedmyeyesandIwasinbedbymyself.



Memoriesoflastnightinvadedmymindandalittle

smileformedonmyface,butdisappearedwhenI

rememberedthehurtfulwordsthatwereexchanged

attheheatofthemoment,hesaidsomereally

hurtfulthingsthattoremeapartwhichpushedme

tosaysomethingsthatIdidn'tmeantoo.

Ididn'tknowhowtofeelaboutthis,heoncesaidwe

couldneverbeagainevenifwetriedit'dneverbe

thesame,thiswasdefinitelygoodbyesex.IwishI

could'vebeenstrongerandstoppedwhathappened

lastnightbutmybodyandhormonesbetrayedme.

Iwasnowregrettingthis,whenTruewalksbackto

thisroom,it'sabouttohurtlikeabitchwhenhetells

meallthathappenedwasamistake.Ofcourseit

wasamistake,hecheatedonhisgirlfriendwithme,

Iwasnothingbutaonenightstandtohimnow.

IfelttearsthreatenasIgotmyselfoffthebed

whichwasanothertaskasmylegsfeltwobbly,it

tookawhilebeforeIcouldfeelmyselfstanding,I

lookedaroundformyclothesbutrememberedmy

dressfromlastnightcameoffwhilewewerestill

downstairs.Iopenhisclosetandgraboneofhis



shortsandashirt,Ineededtogetoutofherefast

beforethismancomesuphereandfinishesoff

whateverthat'sleftofmydamagedheart.

AfterdressingupIheadedforthedoorbutnoticed

anenvelopeonthefloor,Ipickitup,hemust've

droppedit,IfrownasIrememberhimhidingit

behindhimyesterday.Iwastemptedtoopenitbut

stoppedmyselffrombeingnoseysoIputitonthe

dresserandwalkedtowardsthedoorwhenI

bumpedintohischest

True:"goingsomewhere?"

Me:"ohhey...

True:"goodmorning,how'dyousleep?"

HeaskswalkingfurtherinsiderightInfrontofmeas

IwalkedbackwardsuntilwewerebythebedandI

fellonmybackonthebedIsatupstraightashe

stoodinfrontofme

Me:"Isleptwellandyourself?"

True:"Isleptlikeaking"



Ismilelookingathimashewassmilingatme

True:"how'sthatpussy?"

Iclosemylegsasitthrobsasifitheardhim

Me:"painfulandswollen"

Hegoesonhiskneesinfrontofmetakingdownthe

shortsandmovingmylegsapart

ashecomesfacetolipswiththepussy,heliftsmy

legshangingthemovermyshoulderashefirst

observesit,heblowsonitgentlywhichfeltabit

ticklishandIgiggledandhelickeditcarefully

nibblinggettingridofthepainreplacingitwith

pleasure.

Iheldhisheadbrushinghishairwhilebitingmylip

moaningwatchinghimdohisthing,Iclosedmy

eyesashistonguewasdoingsomeamazingtwirls

andbeforeIknewitthickliquidoozedoutmy

vaginaandhelickedmeclean,hewassogentlyall

thepainIfeltactuallydisappeared,Ineverknew

tonguecouldheelthepussy.

Hegotupandwesharedakisstastinghismagic



tongueexchangingspit

True:"feelingbetter?"

Inodsmiling

Me(softly):"yeah"

Ipeckhislips,Imissedthem

True:"Imissyou"

Me:"Imissyoutoo"

Hegetstothetopofthebedandcallsmetocome

sitontopofhim.

Icrawlupthebedtowardshimandgetontopof

himwithmylegsoneithersidesofhis,Iwarpmy

armsaroundhisneckwithhisarmsaroundmy

waistandourfacesafewinchesawayfromeach

other,thisfeltright,thisishowthingsshouldbe.

Me(whisperslookinginhiseyes):"whatarewe

doing?"

True:"eachother"

Me(chuckles):"wedoingeachother"



Helaughsalittle

True(whispers):"yeah"

Me(whispering):"Idon'twantthistoend"

True:"metoo"

Welookdeepintoeachother'seyesbeforesharing

apassionatekiss

True:"I'msorryaboutthehurtfulthingsIsaidlast

night,justknowthatIdidn'tmeanthem"

Me:"it'sokayyouwereangry"

True:"yeahbutIshouldn'thavesaidallthosewords"

Me:"it'sinthepastnow"

True:"seeingyoualmosteveryday,Ijustcouldn't

takeitanymore,Ilostcontrolofmyemotions,I

hopeyounotangryaboutthis"

Hewastalkingabouttheheatedsexwehad,why

wouldIbeangryaboutit?Unlessitwasn'taboutus

gettingbacktogether?

Me:"whywouldIbeangry?"



Helooksintomyeyesforawhileandhiseyes

expandabitasthoughhe'sdiscoveredsomething,

heshiftuncomfortably

Me:"what?I'mnotangryaboutwhathappened

(cupshisface)Iwantustobeafamilyagaintoo,

wecantryagainbabe"

Hesighsandpushesmeabitmakingmegetoff

fromhislapasIspottheregretonhisface,my

heartsinksattherealizationofwhatjusthappened,

it'sexactlywhatIwasafraidof,hejustwantedsex,

fuckI'msostupid.

Igetupandputhisshortsbackon

True:"whereyougoing?"

Me:"Ican'tbelieveI'mthisstupidhonestlyIsurprise

myselfattimes"

Ilookaroundforanythingbelongingtomeandfind

myshoesandheadoutthedoorbuthegrabsmy

armpullingmebackontohisbarechestlockingme

betweenhisstrongarms

Me:"letmego"



True:"whyyousuddenlysomad?"

Me:"ifyoujustwantedsexyoucould'vecalledyour

girlfriendorwhateverhookerthat'sbeensatisfying

overthepastmonths"

True:"youthinklastnightwasjustaboutsex?"

Me:"ImightbestupidbutI'mnotthatstupid,Ican

readbodylanguageandsenseenergy,itwasnot

aboutusgettingbacktogetherclearly"

True:"soyoujustgoingtorunoffjustbecauseof

bodylanguage,younotevengoingtoletmesay

something?"

Ibreakawayfromhisembrace

Me:"pleasestop!Juststopwithallthesemixed

signals!I'msickandtiredofthis,oneminuteyou

nicetomethenextyouhatemeandangryatme

andthenyoufuckingmeonyourbed,I'mnota

fuckingtoyyoucanplaywithonlywhenyou'rein

themoodandthentossawaywhenyourealizeI'm

toomuchforyou"

True:"I'mnottossingyouaway"



Hesighssittingonthebed

Me:"sowhatareyoudoing?"

True(sighs):"Idon'tknow,Idon'tknowwhatI'm

doing,I'msorryiflastnightgaveyouthewrong

idea"

Ifeelthoseheartvesselsburstspreadingpainin

mychest

Me(tearfully):"Ifuckenhatethis!"

Isinkonthebedsitting

Me:"Idon'twanttocontinuelikethis,ithurts"

True:"Iloveyou"

Me:"butit'snotenough,Iknow,you'vesaidit

before"

True:"Ithinkatfirstwerushedintothingsrightafter

youbrokeupwithZekeacoupleofmonthslaterI'm

downonmykneeseventhoughIknewyouwere

stilltryingtogetoverZeke,IthoughtIcouldreplace

thepainyoufeltoverlosinghimifIlovedyouway

muchmore,don'tgetmewrongIreallydidloveyou

butIdidsomethingsmaybeabitmoreexaggerated



tomakeyouforgetanyotherguythatcamebefore

me,Ijustwantedtobegoodenoughforyou"

Me:"youwerecompetingwithZeke?"

True:"yes,aftereverythingwe'vebeenthrough

tryingtowinhisheartforyoutogether,Isawyour

loveforhimfirsthandandthemileyouwerewilling

totaketogethim,youevensaidhewasyour

soulmateatsomepoint,Ijustneverthoughtyou'd

everlovemethesamewayandIjustwantedto

provemyselfeverytimethatIcouldbewaybetter

thanhewastoyou,althoughIbelievedthatyou

lovedmetherewasjustalwaysapartthatwould

remindmethat,youonlylovemebecausetheman

youreallylovedcouldn'tloveyou"

IclosemyeyesasIfeelmyheartbreak,honestly,I

don'tknowhowit'sstillfunctioningatthispoint

becausethisshitwasdeadlypainful

True:"Irushedandforcedsomethingstoprove

somethingandthatwasnotright,yesIwanted



marriagebecauseIfeltlikeIwasgettingold,but

honestly,marriageisnoachievementanditsnot

meantforeveryone,Icanstillhaveloveanda

familywithoutmarriage,itdoesnotdetermineor

guaranteehappiness.And.Ijustwanttobehappy"

Me:"okay...sowhatexactlyareyousayingTrue?"

True:"I'dlikeforustostartover,freshfromthestart,

fromadifferentmindsetandapureheart,Iwantus

tostartattheverybeginning...andpretendas

thoughIdon'tknowwhothefuckZekeisandyou've

nevermetLelethu,Iwantustoreintroduce

ourselvesandthosepeopleagaintous,differently,

andjustscratcheverythingweknowandstartona

cleanpage...orbetteryet,anewbook"

Me:"anewbook?"

Henods

True:"yeah"

Me:"youneverproposed,youneverleftmeatthe

altar,Ineverranofftocomfortanothermaninstead

ofyou...nonofthathappened?"



Heshakeshishead

True:"whatareyoutalkingabout?"

Me:"whataboutMatilda?Ican'tunpregnanther"

Weburstintolaughter

True:"I'llcomeintoyourlifewhileyouasingle

motherandIasinglefather"

Inod

Me:"okay,arewestartingasacouple?Or..."

True:"asstrangers"

Me:"youmeanstartovereverything?"

Henod,Ishakemyheadnotsurehowtofeelabout

it

True:"Idon'tknowwhenmaybetomorrowortheday

afterornextweekwecanstartover...buttodaywe

havetofinishtherestofthisoldchapter"

Me:"areyousureaboutthis?"

Henods.TherewassilenceforawhileasItriedto

processeverything.



Me:"I'mleavingwithmybabyrightnow,that'show

thisoldchapterends"

Isaygettingupbuthepullsmebackquickly

makingmybuttfallontohislaprightonhisdick

True:"wait,what'stherush?Wecanendthischapter

onalighternote"

Hesaysnibblingonmyear,Igigglemischievously

turningaroundtofacehim

Me:"NoYounotdoingthattomeagain"

True:"lastnightwaspregoodbyesex,rightnowwe

abouttohavegoodbyesex"

Me(giggling):"No,I'llseeyouonthehellosexonour

nextchapter"

True:"youcrazy,comehere"

Hepullsmeinforkissthrowingmybackonthebed

aswetakeoffourclothesandhegetsbetweenmy

legs

IknowImightregretthislaterbutIamablindfool

whenitcomestothisman,ifhe'splayingme,then,I

wassureaneasygame.



Afteralongnaughtyshowerweweredressedup,I

waswearingtheclothesIcamewithlastnightas

fancyastheywerebitIdidn'twanttotakeanything

ofhis,weheadeddownstairswhilehewascarrying

Matilda.

Sihlewasbusycleaningthekitchen,Icouldn'teven

lookherintheeyesasshepreparedussomething

toeatasTruehadrequested,Iwashelpingher

whileTruewasbytheloungeplayingwithTilda

Iclearedmythroatandlookedather,shelooked

backatmeforawhilewemaintainedeyecontact

beforeburstingintolaughter

Me(laughing):"Iamsosorryaboutlastnight"

Sihle(laughing):"Ididn'twanttosayanythingbut

yoh!Youtwoaresoloud,atsomepointwhenI

heardyouscreamIgotalittlescaredforyou

thinkingthismanisgoingtokillthislittlegirl

bathong!"

Wewereinstitches



Me(laughing):"ohnooo,ItriedtobequietbutIfailed,

I'msosorry,I'membarrassed"

Sihle:"I'msuretheneighborsevenheard"

Me(laughing):"Trueshouldgetsomesoundproofin

someroomsthisisembarrassing"

Sihle:"I'mjusthappyyouguyshavenowfixed

things,IwasscaredwhenIheardsomebrutal

wordsexchanged"

Me:"Iwouldn'tsaywe'vefixedthings,Ithinkwe

good,it'sgoingtotakeawhile"

Sihle:"Iunderstand,Ijustlovethewayyoutwolove

eachother,Iwishallmencouldtreatwomenlike

howMrMasekodoes,we'dallbeveryhappy

women"

Me:"Imeanhealsohashisflaws,buthe's

exceptionalI'dsay"

ItakeourfoodandheadtotheloungeasSihlegoes

aboutherhousedutiesleavingusalone

True:"whatwereyoutwotalkingabout?"

Me:"Iwasjustapologizingtoher"



Hechuckleslookingatme

True:"whatfor?"

Me(blushing):"youknowexactlywhatfor"

True:"Idon't,enlightenme"

Me:"mxmstopit"

True:"youshouldapologizetotheneighborsas

well"

Iglareathim

Helaughsandgazesatmefoolishly,Ichortle

lookingdownasmycheeksheatupandtryeatbutI

didn'thaveanyappetite

Me:"Ishouldgo"

True:"youbasicallyhaven'ttouchedyourfood?"

Me:"I'mnotreallyhungry"

True:"youhaven'teatenanything,howcome?"

Me:"Ijustdon'thavetheappetiterightnow"

True:"nahatleasteatalittle"

Me:"I'llmakesomethingwhenIgethome"



True:"promise?"

Ismilerollingmyeyes

Me:"Ipromise"

True:"good,rememberIhaveeyesandears

everywhere,soI'llknow"

Me(laughing):"yeahwhatever"

Therewassilenceforawhilejustlookingateach

other,Ibreakawayfromtheeyecontactlooking

down,myheartstungforsomereason,usstarting

overwassinkinginandIstartedtowondersome

things.

True:"Iguessthisistheend"

Ilookupathimandnodtearfully

True:"what'swrong?"

Me:"nothing..it'sjust,Iguess,this,theend,itkinda

soundsscary"

True:"itshouldn'tbe,wegoingtostartover"

Me:"yeah,but,Iguess,whatifit'snotthesame

betweenus"



True:"it'snotsupposedtobethesame,itwasn't

goingtobethesameifwecontinuedfromhere

either,itwouldbeharderfromhere,toomuchhas

happened"

Me:"yeahIguess"

True:"pleasestopworrying"

Me:"you'llstillbethesameTrueright?"

True:"yes,I'llstillbeme"

Me:"andyourfeelingsforme?There'llstillbethe

same?"

True:"I'dliketothinkso,we'llfigureitoutasweget

toknoweachotheragain"

Inod

Me:"okay"

IgetupandtakeMatilda

Me:"Sihle!"

Ilookaroundforherandsheappearsfromupthe

stairs



Me:"pleasebringmeafewofMatilda'sstuff"

Sihle:"okayI'llberightdown"

IturnbacktoTrue

Me:"wellitwasniceknowingyouuntilthisfar,even

thoughwedidn'tgetahappyending"

True:"notalllovestorieshavehappyendings"

Me:"butthenextonewill?"

Heshrugshisshouldersashiseyesshimmer

watery

True:"Idon'tknow,butIsurehopeso"

Myheartsinkspainfullyasatearbreaksout,Ifeel

likeI'mlosingtheTruethatIfellinlovewith,Idon't

know,butthisjustfeelslikeabreakup.Thenext

bookofusstartingover,itdidn'tseemasthoughit

wasgoingtobealovestorythistime.Sometimes

youdon'thavetohearthewordsforyouto

understandwhatwasgoingon.Thiswasjustanice

wayofbreakingup,theTrueIlovedleftmeatthe

hotelinNewYorkthateventfulnight,maybehewas

makingupforbeingharshthefirsttime.



Me:"sowearestrangersnow?"

Henods,mylipscurvesadlylookingathim,Istep

closerforahugbutheburieshishandsinhis

pocketsavoidingit,Ifrownlookingathimconfused,

helooksatmethenlooksdown.Inod

understandingastearsfallfrommyeyesandIwalk

out

.

.

.

******

Fromloverstostrangers

******
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"It'sokaybabe,justlethimbe,you'rebeautifuland

cansurvivewithouthim,pleasejustfocuson

yourself,youhavewaytoomuchonyourplateto

stressyourselfaboutafullbeardedgrownass

man"

Me:"youright,Ijustthoughthewould'vesaid

somethingtomebynow,butitseemsasthoughhe

doesn'tcareanymore,itlookslikehe'slivinghis

bestlifewithhisgirlfriend,Ithinkit'sgettingserious



betweenthemeventhoughhehasn'tpostedheryet,

butthepaparazzihaspostedcutepicturesofthem

ondates"

"I'veseenthosepictures,pleasetrytoalsomoveon,

don'tletthisallgettoyou,onethingaboutusmen,

onceweseethatoneexwereallylovedmovingon

withanotherman,thatshithurtsandhe'lltalkto

youonewayortheother,butdon'tmoveonto

makehimjealous,ifyounotreadydon'trushinto

anythingorelseyou'llbleedonaninnocentnigar

who'stryingtoloveyouright"

Me(sighs):"yeah...hehasn'teventriedseeing

Matilda,hewasreallyseriousaboutusbeing

strangers,Ididn'tthinkit'dapplytohisdaughteras

well,Ican'tbelieveheusedmeforsex,Inever

thoughthe'deverdosomethinglikethat,thesame

manthattoldme,heonlyhassexwithawoman

whenhe'sclaimingher,I'msomadatmyselffor

allowingthatnighttohappen,I'velovedthatmanall

mylife,hewasmyrolemodeleven,IthinkI've

praisedhimwaytoomuch"

"Idon'tblameyou,it'snoteverydayonegetstodate



theircelebritycrushesandalmostgetmarriedto

them,Ithinkyoucantickthatoffyourbucketlist"

Ilaugh

Me:"definitely,butrightnow,I'mmissingyou,when

areyoucomingtovisit?"

"Imissyoumore,workissohecticnow,evenmy

weekendsarebusynow,IonlygetSundayforrest,

evenonholidays,myholidaysareonpublic

holidaysonly"

Me:"yohthat'snotfair,soyounotvisitinganytime

soon"

"I'mafraidnotBambi"

Me:"I'llcomevisityouthen,I'llcheckwhich

weekendandyoumaketimeformeforthosetwo

days"

"Ilikethesoundofthat,Ican'twaittoseeyou"

Me:"how'sJordanandthebabydoing?"

"Jordanisgood,she'sastayathomemomlooking

afterthebaby,shedoesn'ttrustnanny'swithher

son"



Me:"ohyeah,Iunderstandit'snoteasytrustinga

strangerwithyourbaby,butsomeofushaveno

choicebecauseofourjobs,that'sreallyboldofher

toputhebabybeforehercareer,she'sagood

mother"

"Yessheis,we'vebeengoingfortherapyandstuff

tryingtoworkthingsoutthebestwaywecan,andI

cansay,sofarsogood"

Me:"therapy,wowthat'sgreat,Ilikethatforyou,I'm

soproudofyou,Iknowhowhardit'sbeenforyou

andacknowledgingthatyouneedhelptakesalot,

speciallyforyoumen"

"Yeah,Jordanwasnotlettingmegowithoutafight,

andI'mhappyshedidn't,IloveherandeachdayI

realizethatI'mfallingdeeperinlovewithher"

Ismilelisteningtohim,Iwashappyforhim,I've

neverheardhimtalkaboutawomanlikethisandI

justknewhehasfoundtheone

Me:"I'mhappyforyou,Ireallyam"

"Letmegetbacktomyfamilythey'vepausedthe

moviefortoolong"



Me(chuckles):"okay,we'lltextmoreaboutthe

weekend"

"I'llhearfromyouthen"

Me:"okay,bye"

"(Laughs)byesoulmate"

"OhboiIshouldn'thavetoldyou"

Ilaugh,he'llmakemeregrettellinghimthis,Itold

himeverythingTruecomplainedtomeabout,and

thefactthatIoncesaidhewasmysoulmate,well

I'veneverreallyconsideredasoulmateassomeone

whohastobeyourlover,Ibelievesoulmatesare

alsofoundinfriendshipsandIstillbelievethatZeke

ismysoulmateandhimstillbeingfriendswithme

evenaftereverythingthathastranspiredbetween

usandstillnotmakeitweird,Idon'tthinkanything

cancomebetweenusnow,Ibelievehehasreally

foundhistruelovewhohasforgivenhimandgiven

himasecondchance,trustinghimandaccepting

ourfriendshipdespiteeverythingsheknows,nota

lotofpeoplecandothatandIthinkIloveherfor

thatIknowZekewillbemuchhappierwithher,I



havenointentionsofcomingbetweenthat.

Wetalkedmorewhenweweresupposedtohangup

buteventuallyJordanscreamedathimandhe

droppedthecallimmediatelyandIsenthimatext

"(Me)ifyoustillalivesay"I" "

Herespondedaminutelater

"(Bestie )......onlifesupport,neveranswering

yourcallsagain"

"(Me)thenyou'llreallydie "

Iwasnowscrollingthroughsocialmediaand

updatingmystatusesandposts,postingpicturesof

myselffromtwoweeksagofromthepremiere

event.

Themovieiscurrentlyveryhypedinmostcountries

aroundtheworldandthedreadfulpartofendless

interviewshasstarted.I'mhappybutalsoIhate

leavingMatildaforsolongandIcan'ttravelwith

herallthetime.



TruepoppeduponmynewsfeedasIwasscrolling

through,hewassomewherebythebeach.Inhis

captionhekepthisphotographeranonymousbut

hedidthankherforthefundayouteventhoughhe

didn'tpostherfullpictureandjustherhandholding

hisatthelastframeofhispictures,shewasdark

skinned,nowitmadesensewhenhesaidinhis

caption"sometimeschocolateisgoodforyour

heart"thatbrokemyheart,itfeltlikehewas

throwingshadeatthecolorofmyskinsinceIwas

verylightincomplexion,IknowheknewIwas

goingtoseethispost,Ididn'trealizehehatedme

thismuch.

peoplealreadyknewwhoshewasandwere

mentioningherinthecomments,Iwasalso

mentionedbysomefans

"@NaomiNewton, youreallyleftthisvanillafor

chocolate?"

"@NaomiNewton,soit'sreallyover,likeofficially

officially? Mjolowillnyisus "

"Idon'tlikewhatyoudidto@NaomiNewton



youtwoweremypowercouple,howcouldyou

True! "

"HonestlyTruedeservedbetter,womenwithmale

bestiescan'tbetrusted "

Igotoffthecommentsandwenttoseethegirlhe

postedInstagram,shewasverybeautifulandwasa

modelashertimelinewasfullofhalfnaked

pictures,turnsoutsheactuallypostedhimonce,

someofherpicturesweretakenathishouse,some

bythepoolsomebythehugespacenearthe

lounge.

Iloggedoff.Iwon'tlie,itwasheartbreakingthathe

wasmovingonsofastandthefactthatIstillhad

hopeonthewholestartingoverbullshitmademe

feellikesuchafool,allthat"hecan'tlookatother

womenandfeelwhathefeltforme"bullshit,Ican't

believeIfellforthat.

Iwipedmytearsandgotoffthecouchandheadto

thekitchentohaveaglassofwater,Ididn'tfeellike

goinganywheretodaybutIhadthingstodoand



work,I'mjustgladIwon'tbeworkingwithTrue

anymoresincewedonewiththemovie,I'vedecided

I'lltakeabreakfromactingforafewmonthsora

yearandjustfocusonmysocialmediabusiness

andYouTubethingsI'vebeendoingsincevarsity

I'vegainedabiggerfollowingandwasmakingalot

justonYouTubealoneandTicktockandInstagram

asIwasworkingwithalotofbrands,mymodeling

careerwastalkingoffprettywelltoo,Ialsohadmy

ownmerchandisewhichwassellingverywell,the

moneythemoviewasmakingandwhatwewere

paidwasmorethanwhatIexpected.MaybeI

shouldexpandmyclothingmerch,andopenareal

shopwhereI'llbesellingonlymybrand,insteadof

onlysellingonline,withthepublicityI'mgettingit

willdefinitelyworkatmyadvantage,I'vebeen

findinginterestinskincareaswellandhavebeen

usinghealthyhomemadeskincleansers,mixing

stufflikehoney,jungleoats,lemon,aloeveraand

manymoreandithasbeenworkingwonders,being

lightskinnedcomeswithalotofdisadvantages

speciallywhenitcomestotheface,pimplesare

morevisible,heatrash,acne,lightskinisvery



sensitiveandneedsalotofskinprotection,I

struggledalotwithmyfacewhileIwasinmyteens

andhadverybadacne,whichwasalways

embarrassingandgavegirlstheadvantagetotease

meaboutsomething,it'dbereallynicetocreatemy

ownpurelyorganicmixturethat'llhelpotherpeople

withthesameproblemasme.

Ismileputtingtheglassdownandmadeafew

phonecallstopeopleIknewwouldhelpmewithmy

ideas.

Iwasnowlookingforwardtotherestoftheday.

ItookMatildaanddroppedheroffatDad'splace,

AuntBethhasbeenmymostdedicatedvolunteer

forbabysittingMatilda,shelovedher,sheloved

beingagranny,herandIwerecloserthaneverand

thingsbetweentheDadandIwerecooland

consistent,mylittlesistersweregrowingveryfond

ofmeandIcouldn'taskforabetterfamily.IfDad

wasneversneakyaboutthisinthefirstplacewe

could'vehadthisallthoseyearsago.



Imademywayoutofthebuildingallsmiles,Idon't

knowwhyIdidn'tthinkofthesebusinessideas

sooner,Ineedtostartcreatingalegacyformykids

whileIstillcanbecausesittingaroundwaitingfor

deathisnothelpfultomeormybabies,even

thoughtheirfatherisrichbutwhatwilltheygain

fromtheirmother?Evenifit'snotasbigoras

successful,butwhateverhappenstheyhave

somethingtorelyonfrombothparents,andwith

thewayTrueisgoingon,I'mnownotsureifhe'll

evenbeafullypresentfatherorhe'llavoidmykids

becauseofhisangertowardsme.Ourappointment

withthedoctorwasdueinthreedaystimethat's

whenmyovulationwillbeatitspeak,asmuchasI

hatethisman,butIdon'twanttohavekidswith

anyoneelse,evenifhe'snotgoingtolovethem,I

haveenoughloveforthemandIhavemyfamily,I'd

ratherbeasinglemotherthansubjectmykidsto

someonewhowon'tlovethemwholeheartedly

becauseoftheirmother.



StellaandIdecidedtogooutforafundatesince

it'sbeenawhilewe'vehangoutandshewasin

townforthemonth.

ShewashavingcocktailwhileIhadvirginmocktails,

Iwascuttingdownonthealcoholforhealth

reasons.

Me:"I'mjustnotreadytocutmyhairyet,butI'm

losingitinhugerchunksnow"

Stella:"babe,Itoldyou,youcan'tdothisonyour

own,theproblemisyoudon'tliketalkingaboutthis

andthemoreyoudon'ttalkaboutitthemoreyouin

denial,anddenialismoredangerousthanthe

actualproblem,pleasepleasegojointhatcancer

therapygroupItoldyouaboutatthatchurch,Ithink

it'dbegoodforyoutobearoundpeoplewhoare

goingthroughthesamethingasyou,peoplewho

youwillrelateto"

Me:"I'mnotindenial,Ijustdon'twanttolosemy

hair,Ican'timaginemyselfbold"

Stella:"you'llbeverybeautiful,it'llteachyoutolove

everypartofyourbody,beconfidentinyourself,it's



yourscalp,doyouevenknowhowitlookslike?"

Me(laughing):"NoI'veneverseenmyscalp,whatif

myheadisshapedinanuglyway,Idohavekindof

abighead"

Stella:"kindof?"

Welaughoutloud

"Ladies"

Ourlaughterwasdistractedbyatallgentleman

standingnexttous

Stella:"hi"

Him:"I'msorrytodisturbbutIcouldn'thelpbut

noticeyourdrinkswereempty,soIwantedtoaskif

Icanbuyyoudrinks?"

Stella(smiling):"whyyesofcourse"

Hecallsoutthewaitressandshenodsathimas

thoughhehadalreadyorderedthedrinks

Him:"doyoumindifwejoinyouladies?Idon'tmean

tointrudebutyouguyslooklikemuchmorefun

thanmyfriendandIatthecornerthere"



Stella:"yesyoumayjoinus"

IfeelsomeonetapmeandIlookupather

Stella:"youdon'tmindiftheyjoinus?"

Ishrugmyshoulderslikewhatever

ThenightbecamemuchmorefunthanIanticipated

thetwogentlemenwerejokestersmadeournight

muchmorefun

IwasvibingwiththeotherfriendwhileStellawas

vibingwiththeonethatcameuptouswhowas

carameltonedtheotheronewasdarkerbutnot

verydarkjustadarkershadeofbrown,Ilikedhow

reserveandquiettheotherguywasbutalso

friendlyandcouldholdconversation,wewere

laughingwhilelisteningthecarameltonedone,Idid

notregistertheirnamesinmyheadyetprobably

becauseIwasnotinterestedinthemwhenthey

approachedus

Me:"whatdidyousayyournamewasagain?"



Him:"PabalobutmyfriendscallmePablo"

Me:"okaysowhatdoIcallyou?"

Him:"PabloorBabe"

Ilaughlookingawayfromhim

Me:"cheesymuch?"

HelaughsIlookatStellawhowaslostin

conversationwiththeotherguy,Iwaskeepingmy

eyeonherbecauseshehasagirlfriendwhomshe's

veryseriousabout.

Stella:"heyNaomi?"

Me:"yesbabe?"

Stella:"Willhereissuggestingweallgototheir

place,theyhaveniceboardgamesandwecan

continueourpartyforfourthere,they'lltakeus

homewhenwewant,besidesit'sgettingvery

crowdedhere"

Ilookatherforawhile

Me:"canyouaccompanymetorestroom?"

Stella:"okay"



Wegettotherestrooms

Me:"whatthehell?"

Stella:"what?"

Me:"wecan'tjustleavewithstrangers,webarely

knowthesemen"

Stella:"we'llgettoknowthem,that'showstrangers

becomenotstrangers"

Me:"buthowdoweknowwecantrustthem?"

Stella:"that'sthethingaboutstrangers,wenever

know,wejusthavetogowithourguts,youandI

werestrangersonce,whenyoumetZekehewasa

strangerbutyoustilltrustedusandnowweall

goodfriends,that'showthisstrangersthingwork"

Isighrollingmyeyes

Me:"youdrunkandI'mnot,soIdon'tfeel

comfortable"

Stella:"look,Isendmysistersandbrothersmy

locationallthetime,Ishareitwiththematalltimes,

whichisalsoconnectedtomycaraswell.I'lltell

oneofthemthatwegoinghomewithtwoguysso



ofIdon'tcallatthreeinthemorninglatesteight,

thensheshouldbeconcerned"

Me:"youplanningonhavingsexwiththatguyaren't

you?"

Stella:"Imean,no,wejustchillingandvibing,that's

all"

Me:"whataboutyourgirlfriend?"

Sherollshereyes

Stella:"pleaselet'snottalkaboutthatone"

Me:"why,somethingwrong?"

Stella:"webrokeup,shewascheatingonmewhileI

wasoutoftown,I'lltellyoumoredetailssomeother

day,canwejusthavefuntonight,webothneedthis,

besides,Pabloisverycute,Iwishwecould

exchange"

Me(smiling):"he'shot,butIdon'tthinkIcanhavea

onenightstandwithasobermind"

Stella:"youdon'thavetobesober"

Me:"ItoldyouthedoctorsaidIshouldcutdownon



alcohol,it'snotagoodmixturewiththechemo,they

bothaffectthekidneys"

Stella:"notonlyalcoholmakesyouunsober"

Shetakesoutsomethingfromherbagwhichlooked

likechocolateballslikewhiskers.

Stella:"here,haveachocolate"

Me(frownsconfused):"whyyougivingme

chocolate?"

Stella:"it'sedible"

Shesmilesmischievouslywinking

Me(laughs):"ohhhwowit'sbeenyearssinceI'vehad

anythingwithweed"

Stella:"plusI'veheardit'sgoodforcancer"

Me:"nothundredpercentthough"

Ieatfiveballsofchocolate,theywerereallygood

Stella:"slowdownthat'senough,damnthat'sgoing

togetyoutoohigh"

Itaketwomoreandsmilelookingatmyselfinthe



mirror

Me:"let'sgetcrazy!"

Stella(screaming):"yaaasss!!"

Welaughoutloudlookingateachotherthroughthe

mirror,wetakeoutafewofouraccessoriesandfix

ourfaces.

Hishousewasveryniceandbig

Me:"youhaveabeautifulhomeWill"

Will:"thankyou,Itry"

IlookatPablowhohadhisarmrestedonmythigh

besidesme

Me:"where'syourhome?"

Pabalo:"youinterestedingoingtomyhomewith

me?"

Ilaugh

Me:"itwasjustaquestionjeez"

Pabalo:"I'mactuallyfromJoburg,Ijustcamehere



forbusiness"

Me:"ohyoutwodobusinesstogether?"

Pabalo:"No,wejustfriends,hestayshere,soweget

togetherandhangoutwhenI'mthisside"

Me:"ohokay"

WeplayedafewboardgamesandIcouldfeelthe

chocolatestartingtofullyaffectmymindandIfelt

likeIwasoncloudnine

IgotupandaskedformusicasWillputitonforme

andstarteddancing

Me:"comeonguys,comejoinme"

EveryonewasdrunksoIwasn'tactinganyweirdor

soI'dliketothink.Pabalohadhishandsaroundmy

waistaswedanced,Itriedtofeelhisdickthrough

hispantsbybeingveryclosetohimbutdidn'tfeel

anythingsoIturnedaroundshakingmyassonhim

tofeelhimbetter,thereitis!

HewasgettingharderandIfelthimmore.

Iwashornyasfuck.Iturnedtofacehim.



Wrappingmyarmsaroundhisneck

Me(whispering):"let'sgoupstairs"

Pabalo:"yousure?"

Me:"verysure"

HesaidsomethingtoWillandhenoddedaswe

headedupstairs

Wegottothebedroom,itwasniceandsimple.I

tookoffmyclothes.

Ilookedathimandhestillhadhisclotheson

Me:"thisisthepartyoutakeoffyourclothes?Or

youneedmyhelp?"

Pabalo:"No,Iactuallyreallylikeyouforsome

reason,andIwouldliketotakethingsslowwith

you"

Iwalkclosertohimsmiling,Iwrapmyarmsaround

hiswaistslidingmyarmsunderhisshirtandlifting

itupuntilitwasoff

Me:"howaboutyouandI,gettoknoweachother

slowly,andnaked,onthatbedfirst"



Pabalo(smiling):"okay,butcanIhaveyournumber

first?"

Me:"I'llgiveittoyouafteryoushowmeyourdick

first"

Isaytakingoffhispantsandgettingonmykneesin

frontofhimashisdicksprangup,itwasn'tthesize

Iwasusedtobutitwasaveragesize,notsmallnot

bigbutniceandthick.Iwassurprised,Ithoughtall

darkskinnedguyshadhugedicks.

Irubbeditandputitinmymouth,hemoanedasI

gavehimablowjob,Itrieddeepthroatinghim

puttingitallinmymouth,itdidn'tchokemeas

painfullyordeepasIwasusedafterawhileI

stoppedashisgroanssoundedlikehewasgetting

closertocummingandgotupaswesharedakiss

staggeringtothebedandIgotontopofhim

Me:"doyouhavecondoms?"

Iwasnottryingtogetknockedupforhim

Helooksaround

Pabalo:"shit,letmecheckthedraws"



Igotoffhimashegotupandlookedforcondoms

buthecouldn'tfindany

Pabalo:"shit!...uhmI'llgoaskWill,I'llbequick"

Me:"hurry"

Heputonhispantsholdinghisbonerasheranout

theroom.

Isighandgotinthecoversofthebed,I'venever

hadaonenightstandbefore,anditwasoneofthe

thingsIwantedtocheckoutbeforeIdie,Iwasn't

planningongivinghimmynumber,butmyeyes

werefailingmeasIfeltmyselfdozingoff.

Me:"I'lljustclosethemforonesecond"

Iclosedmyeyesforafewseconds

.

.

.

********

"Movingon"



********
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ThreedaysagoIembarrassedmyselfI'mfrontofa

guyIjustmet,Ifellasleepwhilehewenttofetch



condoms,Iwokeupearlythenextdayandsnuck

outwithStella,nevertalkedormethimagainsince

andIcouldn'tbehappier.Hewasreallyhandsome

andinteresting,wesharedalittlesparkbutI'mjust

notreadymovingonwithsomeonelikethat,hewas

meanttobejustaonefunnightoutnothingmore.

IwasinthephonewithDad

Me:"Idon'tneedasupportgroupDad"

"oneofthesymptomsofdepressionaredisinterest

inactivitiesandclosingofftopeopleinsteadof

openingup"

Me:"whatdifferencewillitmake?It'snotgoingto

curemycancer"

"It'snotaboutcuringthecancer,it'smoreabout

embracingit,survivingit,andliberatingyourmind

andspiritwhileatit,you'dbesurprisedhowgoodit

feelstotalktosomeonewhounderstandswhatyou

goingthrough"

Me(sighs):"Iknow....it'sjust,onceIstepintothat



groupandstarttalking,itjustmakesitallsoundso

real,killsallfaithofitdisappearing"

"Youdeservealifebaby,andyoucan'thaveone

whileshuttingyourselfoutinthedarklettingthose

darkthoughtscontrolyou,Iknowyoucryyourself

tosleepeveryday,Ididn'tmeantobutIsawthe

lettersyouwrotetoyourmotherrecently,youleft

thebookinyourbedroom,ifyoukeepthinkinglike

this,cancerwon'tbethethingthatkillsyou,you'll

killyourselffirst"

Iwipemytears,Ididn'tknowanyonewaspaying

anyattentiontome,butitsoundsasthoughDad

hasbeenobservingmeandIhateitbecauseI've

alwaysbeensodamngoodathiding,thatother

strugglingdarksideofme

Me:"fine,I'llgocheckitout"

"HowaboutItakeyoutheremyself"

Me:"youdon'thavetoDad,Icangoonmyown"

"PleasecanIcomewithyou"

Ismile



Me:"okay,we'llgotomorrow"

"Cool,I'llpickyouup"

Me:"yesdaddy,bye,Ihavetogo,I'mlateforthe

appointment"

"Areyousureaboutdoingthiswiththisman?"

Me:"yesdadI'mverysure"

"Becauseifit'syourwayofbringinghimbackto

youthenyougoingaboutitthewrongway,Matilda

shouldbeexamplethatevenababycan'ttrapa

manthatdoesn'twanttobetrapped"

Isighasmyheartsinks

Me:"Idon'twanttotraphimorgethimback,we

longplannedthiswhileweweregoodandwe'rein

theprocessofit,Ialreadyfellinlovewiththeidea,I

knowImightnotbethereuntilMatildaisinher

teensandgrowingintoawomanbutIdon'twant

hertobelonelylikeme,Iwanthertohavesiblings,

eventhoughIwon'tbethereandtheirfatherwon't

bepresent,they'llatleasthaveeachother,Iwish

momhadhadmorekids,lifewould'vebeenmuch



morefunoratleastasister,Idon'twantmybabyto

feelaloneandIhopeyoudad,youmakesurethat

theygetalongandloveeachother,noonemustbe

afavoriteortreateddifferentlyfromtheother

unlesswhennecessary...

"I'msorryIdidn'tgiveyourmothermorechildren,

andfordaysyoufeltaloneandneglected,Imade

mistakes,butyouknowIloveyou,andeverythingI

didordoIdoitforyou,there'snotatimeIever

stoppedlovingyouIjustwantyoutoknowthat"

Me:"Dad,Iloveyou,youthebestdadintheworld,

ourrelationshipwasneverperfect,butit'sthe

strongestrelationshipever,andI'veneverstopped

lovingyou"

"I'mhappytohearthat"

Me:"letmego,I'llseeyouwhenIdropoffMatilda

justnow"

"Okay,seeyouinafewthen,bye"

Ihangupandheadtothecarwithmyhappyplayful

daughterbucklingherinherseatbeforedrivingoff.



Istretchmyhandtothebackplayingwithhertiny

feetasshewasmakingnoises,shehasgrownso

muchnowyouwon'teventellshewaspremature,

she'sgrowingsosofastshe'sevenstartingtocopy

soundsnowbutcan'tsayanyaudiblewordsyet,

shesittinguponherownandisstilllearninghowto

properlycrawlshe'sstillslitheringmorethan

crawling,shecanstandupwhenholdingonto

someone'shandsthoughandtakesteps,which

remindsmeIshouldgetherawalkernowsoshe'll

beabletofollowmearoundthehousewithout

cryingeverytimeIleavehersight,mybabyisso

beautifulthemoreshegrowsthemoreshe's

startingtohaveTrue'sfeatures,liketheshapeof

hernoseallthewaytoherfulllips,theshapeofher

littleears,basicallyhermostofherfaceexceptthe

greybigeyesandtheskincolorthat'sallme.Ican't

takeheranywherebecauseeveryonewantstohold

herandkissherface,Idon'tlikepeoplekissingmy

babyonherfaceyouneverknowwherepeople's

lipshavebeen,Ialsoliketorinsemymouth,wipe

offthelipstickbeforegivingherkissesmostofthe

time.



AfterdroppingoffMatildaIwasnowparkedoutside

theclinic.Ineededabitoftimetogathermy

couragebeforewalkinginthere,thethoughtof

seeinghimbreaksmyheart,Ireallydon'twishto

seehimbecauseIdon'tknowhowI'llact,I'mvery

angryathimandIdon'twanthimtoseethat,I've

beendoinggoodinactinglikeI'mfineandIdon't

carethroughsocialmedia,I'vepostednothingthat

hastodowithhim,shownnosignsofbeing

unhappyorheartbroken,someofmyfansactually

thinkIhaveanewman,that'swhyI'mhappyand

unbotheredbywhathe'sdoing,becausehe'sbeen

doingthemostwiththenewwomanonsocial

media,picturesofthemkissing,holdinghands

takensecretlyinpartiesorwhicheverpublicspace

they'respottedat.Ihaven'tcommentedonitand

myfanswantedanswersI'vebeenavoidingthe

questionsabouthimandI,andIknowthey'llcome

upinTVinterviewsI'mjustnotreadytoletthe

worldknowhowheartbrokenIam.Idon'twantto

givehimthatsatisfaction.I'lljustkeeppretending



likeI'mfineanddon'tcareaboutwhathe'sdoing

withwhountilIactuallystartfeelingthatwayfor

real.

Imakemywayinsidethebuildingasmyheels

madeclickingsoundsthroughthepassage,I

decidedtowearheelstodaytoboostmyconfidence,

heelscanmakeonefeelliketheycantakeonthe

world,likeaboss,andthat'stheenergyIwantedto

portraytoday,IwantedhimtoseethatIamnothurt

andI'movercaringaboutwhathedoes.Ihopehe

seesthatbecauseifheseesmedeeperthanthat,

thenthat'llbeembarrassingformethatI'm

strugglingtomoveonandstillinlovewithhim

whilehe'shappywithsomeoneelse.

Igettotheofficeescortedbythereceptionistand

walksmeinleavingtheroomwithjustmyselfand

thedoctor.

Dr:"MissNewton,hi"

Me:"goodafternoondoc,howareyou?"

Dr:"I'mgood,where'sMrMaseko?...



Me:"Idon't....

"I'mrighthereDoc....

Hesayswalkingin,Ikeepmyheadforwardnot

turningtolookathimasItakemyseat.

Hiscolognefillsthewholeofficeashesitsbeside

me

Doc:"itsgoodtoseeyoubothhereagain"

Ikeepmyfocusonthedoctor

Me:"ifwecouldgetrightintoitI'dbeveryhappy,I

haveotherimportantmeetingstogetto"

Doc:"okay,let'snotwaistanymoretimethen"

Shelooksatusasthoughshe'swaitingforusto

saysomethingtoeachotherbuttherewassilence

asIkeptmyeyesonher

Doc:"alrightythen,sincewe'velongstartedthethe

processofControlOvarianHyperstimulation,I'll

needtocheckfirstifindeedyouareovulating,ifyou

areandyoureggsarematureenoughfor

fertilizationthenwe'llgoaheadandjustretrievethe

eggfromyourovaries"



Inodunderstanding

Doc:"pleasefollowme"

Igetupandfollowhertotheothersideofheroffice

whichwas.lcoveredbyacurtain,itwasherlabwith

abedandallotherequipment.Ilaidonthebedas

instructed,IsawaglimpseofTruewalkinginwith

thecornerofmyeyeasthedoctorfirstdidascan

andputthegelandthetransduceronmytummy

lookingthroughthescreen

Doc:"okaythereareyourovaries....ohwait...what

thehell?...

Myheartthudsagainstmychestinpanic

Me:"whatisit?Istheresomethingwrong?"

Doc:"there'saheartbeat...

"(Inunison)what!?"

Doc:"youarepregnant,anditseemslikeit'sbeena

while,itestimatesherethatyouarefourweeks

pregnant,wereyouintimatewithanyonefourorfive

weeksago?"

Myeyesfinallylandonhimandhisfacewasjustas



shockedasIwas.Ileanmyheadbackclosingmy

eyesinregret,ofcoursewedidn'tuseprotection

whenhetreatedmelikeacheaphooker,onlyto

treatmelikeastrangerthenextday,ofcourseI

didn'tthinkoftakinganypillsafter,alotwasonmy

mindandpregnancywasthelastthingonmymind

sincethedoctorsaidoneofthesideeffectsof

Chemoisinfertility,sothisisashocker.

Me(tearfully):"Ican'tbepregnant"

Doc:"thismeanswecan'tcontinuewiththe

surrogacy,unlessyouterminatethepregnancyand

startoveragain"

True:"we'llterminateitandstartover"

Ifrownlookingathim

Me:"hellno,I'mnotterminatingmybaby"

True:"it'snotababyyet,we'llstartover"

Me:"No,I'mnotterminating,endofdiscussion"

True:"areyouforgettingthatyouonradiation

therapy?Whichisdangerousforthebaby?Thisis

whywetookthisrouteinthefirstplace"



Me:"I'llstoptakingtreatmentthenuntilmybabyis

conceived"

True:"areyououtofyourmind?Whatifthecancer

resurfacesandkillsthebothofyou?Areyouready

todie?"

Me:"yes,Iamready"

True:"doctorpleaseknocksomesenseintothis

woman"

Doc:"okay,well,it'snotatrainsmash,

chemotherapyisactuallysafeduringpregnancy,

butonlyafterthefirsttrimesteroncethebaby's

organshavefullydeveloped,thenonthesecond

trimesteryoucanstartchemoagain,butnot

radiation,thatyouwillhavetodoafterthebabyis

born"

Me:"soI'llonlystopchemoforthefirsttrimester?"

Shenods

Me:"okay,goodthingIwasn'tontreatmentthispast

monthitwasmybreak"

Doc:"althoughyoustillhavethedrugsinyoubutI'll



makesureyouandyourbabysurvive,there's

nothingtoworryaboutreally,manywomenwith

cancerhavehadbabies,perfectlyhealthybabies,

let'sjusthopethebabysurvivesthefirsttrimester

anddevelopsfullybecausechemokillscellsandit

canaffectthebaby'scellsaswell,butsinceyou

haven'tbeenonchemoforamonthnowitmight

makeadifference,I'llalsogiveyousomeinjections

andvitaminsthatwillhelpkeepthebabyassafeas

possible"

Me:"that'sgoodtoknow,I'lltryanythingthat'llsave

mybaby"

Doctor:"anythingispossiblethough,pleasedo

leaveroomfordisappointment"

Inod

Me:"nomatterwhathappensIcanlivewithit

knowingIdidn'teasilygiveuponmybaby"

True:"I'msorryIsaidthat,Ididn'tknowthatitcould

besafe,Iwaslookingoutforyou"

Icontinuetalkingtothedoctoravoidinghim



Afterawhileweweredoneandwe'remakingour

wayouttotheparking

"Hey!Pleasewait!"

IpickupmypaceuntilIgettothecaropeningmy

doorwhenIfeelcoldlargehangsgripmyarm,Iturn

withforceretrievingmyhandfromhim

Me:"don'ttouchme!"

Heletsgoputtinghishandsupinsurrender

True:"I'msorryIdidn'tmeantograbyoulikethat,I

justwantedawordwithyou"

Me:"Idon'ttalktostrangers"

True:"willyougivemeachancetointroduce

myself?"

Isighlookingathim.Whydoeshestillmakeme

feellikethis,howlongdoesthistaketogoaway?It

wentawaywithZeke,whycan'titgoawaywithhim

too.

True:"I'mTrue,andI'minterestedingettingtoknow



you"

Iscofffoldingmyarms,hemustthinkI'mstillthe

stupidnaivelittlegirlhefooledwhenhefuckedme

deceivingmewithhissweetwords

Me:"canIgonow?"

True:"what'syourname?"

Myhandisitchingtogivehimahotslaprightnow,

he'sstillonthestartingoverbullshitafter

everything?

Me:"myname?"

Henods

Me:"Iam...notinterested!"

Igetinthecar

True:"okay,okaywait,canwetalk,please,aboutthe

babyandmydaughter"

Me:"ohyouhaveadaughternow?Youdon'teven

knowmyname"

True:"canyouletmeexplain?"



Me:"I'mrunninglatemister,pleaseletgoofmydoor

andcloseit"

True:"canIcomeseemydaughterthen?"

Me:"whatdaughter?"

True:"don'tbelikethat"

Me:"likehow?Likeastrangerseeingastranger?"

True:"Ididn'tmeantohurtyou,Iknowwhatitlooks

likebutnoteverythingisasitseems"

Me:"hurtme?(Laughs)niggarplease,getover

yourself"

True:"please,canwearrangeadatesowecantalk

abouteverything"

Me:"we'vebeentalking,andlookwhereitgotus,I'm

donetalkingtoyouTrue,ifyouthoughtIwasgoing

torunafteryoubeggingforyoutotakemebacklike

thedesperategirlIwasmonthsago,younota

tokentobewon..wellatleastnotanymore,so

pleasestayawayfromme"

True:"whataboutmykids?"



Me:"whataboutthem?Youweredoingperfectly

wellwithoutherweren'tyou?Andyourpreciousson

hasnowmovedinwithyoufulltimebondingwith

yournewbabeplayinghappyfamily,that'swhyyou

didn'tcareaboutmydaughterright?Andthatyoung

onlyfansmodelyouwithI'msurecanbareyou

manymorekidssowhatdoyouneedfromus?

Pleasestayintheholeyoucrawledoutfrom"

Myphonerings

Me:"canIgonowI'mneededelsewhere"

Ipickupmyphonebeforehecouldutteranother

word

Me:"hello"

"Hey"

Me:"who'sthis?"

"Takeagoodguess"

Irecognizethedeeplowtonevoice

Me(smiling):"Pablo?"

"Congratulationsyouwinadatewiththehandsome



bachelorforgettingtheanswercorrect"

Ilaugh

Me:"youcrazy,ohmyGod,howdidyougetmy

number?"

"Ihavemyways,whenamanwantssomethinghe

getsit"

Me(blushing):"Isee,wellthisisembarrassing

(laughsnervously)aboutthatnight"

"It'sallgoodIunderstand,allI'maskingisfora

chance,tostartover,Iwantyoutomeettheproper

Pablo,thesoberone,thegentlemanwho'sseriously

intoyou"

IsighlookingbesidemeatTruewhowasstill

standingbymycardoorlookingatme

Me:"I...Pablo...youareallyniceguybut...

"Pleasedon'trejectmejustyet,givemeachanceto

pursue,andifyoustillfeellikethisbytheendof

thismonth,thenI'llbackoff,Ipromise"

Isigh



Me:"okay,fine,I'llgiveyouachance"

"Thankyou,weshallcontinuetalkingintheDMs"

Me(smiling):"okay,bye"

"Byebeautiful"

Ihangupputtingmyphoneawayandstartingmy

car

Me:"shouldIdrivewiththedooropen?"

True:"usandak'qomaumfanaaphaphamb'kwam

nyannyan?"(Youreallyjustagreedtobeing

someone'sgirlfriendinfrontofme?)

Me:"wenaungenaphi?"(How'sitanyofyour

business?)

IrespondinmyweakXhosa

Hechuckleslookingatme,he'salwaysfoundmy

XhosafunnybutIwasreallyannoyedbyhimright

now

Ireversethecar,luckilytherewerenocarsnextto

me,hesteppedtothesideandclosedthedoor

True:"soyougoingtoignoremelikethislikealittle



angrygirluntilwhen?BecauseIneedtoseemy

daughter,let'sbeadultsaboutthis,putyour

feelingsasideandthinkaboutMatildaforonce"

Me:"gotohellTrue"

Ispeedoffleavinghimstandingthereastears

finallyescapefrommyeyes.MaybeIdidn'thandle

thatasmaturelyasIhadought,Ilethimseemy

angerandhurtonceagain,Ihatehowweakhe

makesmefeel,Ihateit!Iwipethemoffandfocus

backontheroad

Ihadbiggerthingstofocuson,likemypregnancy,I

reallycannotbelieveI'mpregnantIthoughtitwas

impossible,myoncologistinformedmethatmy

fertilitywouldbeeffectedbythetreatment,butI

guessit'snotallthetimewhendoctorstheoriesare

hundredpercent.IjusthopeIhaveapeaceful

pregnancythistimearoundwithnodramaor

complicationscausedbythedrugsthatarestillin

mysystem.Ifthere'sanytimeI'veeverneededGod,

it'dbenow,forhimtosavemybabyandhelphimor

hergrowintoahealthybabylikehedidforMatilda.
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Thesepastmonthshavebeenthemostpeaceful

andhappyI'vefeltinawhile.Workingforthe

Nhlabathisisthemostelevatingthingthathasever

happenedtome,mycoworkersarestilltryingto

getusedtomeandtrytolikeme,noteveryoneis

happyaboutmypositioninthecompanywhen

someofthemhavebeenworkingforthemforyears

togetthepositionI'minandit'sonlybeentwo

minutesofmebeinghereandalreadygettinghigh

positions,it'sscaryhowpeoplecanhateyoufor

beinggoodatyourjob,Igotpoisonedoneofthe

days,someoneputsomethinginmylunchandI

spentafewdaysinhospital,Istilldon'tknowwho

coulddosuch,butLowelladvisedmetogetmyself

usedtotraditionalspiritualguidanceandconsult

withthespirituallygiftedsothatIcanbeprotected

andnexttimeI'llknowwhotobecarefulfor.Itook

hisadviceafterherecommendedsomeonehe

trustedwaslegitandwouldn'tmisleadme.Shewas



thisbeautifuldarkskinnedlady,I'veneverseen

suchnaturalpurebeautyinmylife,anditturnedout

tobeNoah'swifeAmahle,nowIseewhyhe'sso

crazyabouther.Sheshowedmethepeopleagainst

meatworkthroughwaterandshegavemestuffto

usetoprotectmyselfandwhatevertheytrytodoto

mewillgobacktothemtentimesworse,withina

matterofweeksusingherstuffthetwoguys

plottingagainstmewerefiredforsomefoolish

reasons.IneverbelievedinthesethingsuntilImet

Amahle,sheopenedmyeyesandsherecentlytold

metolookthroughsomeofthethingsmylatemom

leftbehind,Imightfindsomethingusefultofindthe

answersI'vebeenlookingfor,shewasthatvague

anddidn'tgointodetailsasshesaidI'llfigureitout.

I'vebeenavoidingmom'sthingsforawhilenow,I

wassupposedtogiveawayherclothes,burnsome

thingsthatneededtobeburntIwasn'treally

interestedinkeepinganythingofhers,I'vejustbeen

tobusytothroweverythingaway.

Iparkthecarinsidethegarageofthehousenextto



Jordan'scar.

ImakemywayinsidethehouseandI'mwelcomed

byamouthwateringaromafillingevercornerofthe

house

Me:"somethingsmellsgood"

"Heybabe!Youhomeearly"

Imakemywaytothekitchen

Me:"ItoldyouIwasgoingtocomebackearly"

Isaywrappingmyarmsaroundherwaistand

kissingherneckasshecontinuestosteerthepots

Jordan(giggling):"Iknow,Ijustdidn'tthinkyou'dbe

homethisearly,Iwasexpectingyouanhourlater"

Me:"wellI'mherenowbaby"

Iremovethespoonshe'susingputtingitdownand

closeherpotbeforeturningheraroundtofaceme

Me:"andIneedyourattention"

Jordan:"uhhokay"

Shewrapsherarmsaroundmyneckandweshare



akissmovingherawayfromthestovetothe

kitchencounterpinningheragainstitasshelifts

herleguparoundme,Ipickherupandsheyelps,

mydickgettinghardertothefeelofthewarmth

betweenherlegs

Jordan(panting):"babybabewait...

Me(kissingher):"noI'llbequickmylove"

Iunbucklemybeltzippingdownthezipperasmy

pantsslidedown,Islipoffherpantiesrubbingher

clitwithmymiddlefinger,ourcounterwasshort

andthereforewaseasytofuckonit,sheopened

herlegswidelyformewithherarmsbalancedon

thetable,Itakemyharddickoutmyunderwearand

rubitagainstherbeforethrustingin

"Ahh....

"ohhhfuck...

Ourmoansclashinmotionasmyballsclamps

againstherbuttcheeks,Irubherclitvigorouslyas

shecriesout

"Yesyesyes!!Yeaaafuck.....



WegoonlikethatforawhileasIpoundherharder

shewrapsherarmsbackaroundmyneckburying

myselfdeepinsidehermyfingernotleavingherclit

asIfeelherthickcreamscoatingmydickand

lettingclosemyeyesfinallyreleasingmyloadin

her

"(Grunting)ahhhhfuck...mmhyousosweet"

IkissherpassionatelyholdinghernecktightlyasI

slipoffherpussypullingmypantsbackup,Ihelp

herdownpeckingherlipsandhelpherpullupher

panty,tryingtocatchourbreaths,shewalkstoher

postwhichwascookingonlowheatandswitchedit

offasthefoodwasready

Jordan:"yougoingtogetmeknockedupagainif

youkeepthisup"

Me:"isthatsuchabadidea?"

Jordan:"yesitisZaneisstillababyandIdon'twant

tobejustmakingbabiesIalsohavedreamsanda

careerIhavetogetbackto"

Me:"Iknowbabe,it'sagoodthingyouonbirth

control"



Jordan:"yes"

Me:"butnotforlong"

Sheturnslookingatmesmiling

Jordan:"areyouseriouslyreadyforanotherbaby?"

Me:"No,I'mnot,Zaneisalotofwork"

Shegiggles

Jordan:"tellmeaboutit"

Me:"wecan'thavedoubleofallthat,noway"

Welaughoutloud

Jordan:"maybetenyearslater"

Me:"haanomakeitfiveyearslater"

Jordan(blushing):"Icanacceptthat"

Me:"yeahandwenothavinganotherbabyoutof

wedlock"

Jordan:"ohisit?"

Me:"IwantMrsNowelltobaremysecondborn"

Shesmileswidelyashercheeksturnred



Ikissthemfeelingtheirwarmthonmylips

Jordan(blushing):"andyouseethathappeningin

fiveyears?"

Ishakemyheadno,shefrownsconfused

Me:"Iseeithappeninginfivemonths"

Jordan:"what?"

Iputmyhandinmysuitjacketpocketandtakeout

thebox,shegaspssurprised

Jordan:"Zeke....

Iopenitinfrontofherfaceasthediamondshines

onhereyesandherfacelitsupshockedmixedwith

excitement

Igodownononeknee

Me:"willyoumarryme?"

Jordan:"ohmyGodyouarereallyserious?"

Hervoicecomesoutasawhisper

Me:"pleasebemywife"

Shenodsherheadvigorouslyputtingherhandout



tomeandIsliptheringonherfinger,itfitsher

perfectly.

Jordan:"howdidyouknowmysize?"

Me:"there'snothingIdon'tknowaboutyou"

Jordan:"ohreally?"

Me:"really"

Jordan:"youdon'tknowmythoughts"

Me:"Iknowyourthoughtsaswell"

Jordan:"whatamIthinkingrightnow?"

Me:"youarethinkingabouthowyoucan'twaitto

marrymeandgivememorekids"

ShelaughsthrowingherheadbackasIpullher

closertome

Jordan:"Iwasactuallythinkingaboutyougoingto

checkonthebabywhileIdishuslunch"

Me:"anevenbetterthoughtpleasedodishupI'm

starving,ohandpleaseopenupsomewineor

champagne,wecelebratingourengagement

tonight!"



Jordan:"yesssir!Butfirstletmegetthesepictures

first"

Ishakemyhead

Me:"seemslikeI'mnotgoingtoeatanytimesoon"

Shegiggleslookingaroundtherephone

Ipeckherlips

Jordan:"sothisiswhatalltheflowersIreceivedand

thebreakfastinbed,thecutesweetnotesallover

thehousewereallabouttoday?Youthinkyouso

sleekdon'tyou?"

Me:"I'mgladyou'vefinallyconnectedthedots,the

cluesonthosenoteswerequiteobvious"

Jordan:"notheywerenot,Ihonestlythoughtyou

justinagoodmoodorsomething,Icouldhave

neverimaginedthis"

Me:"letmegochangeokay?"

Jordan:"okaybabe"

Ikissherlipsoncemoreandheadtothebedrooms

tochangeandcheckonthebaby



.

.

.

NAOMI

.

.

.

Daddroppedmeoffatthechurch,itwasabighall

withonlytheblackplasticchairsinthemiddle

formingacircle.Infrontwasabigcrossandan

emptystage.

Weweresittingaroundthecircleastheleaderof

thegroupwhointroducedhimselfasMarkwas

talking,heisapastorandamentalhealthcounselor

byprofession,buthedidn'topenthisgroup

becauseofhisjobbutbecauseheisacancer

survivor,hiscancerwascured,forhimit

disappearedandsoheknowshowitfeelsliketobe

inourshoesthereforehestartedasupportgroupin

hischurchwhenthere'snoserviceforustojust



comeandtalkwhilesupportingeachother.

IjustcameherebecauseofStellaandDad

pressuringmeworriedthatI'mfallinginto

depressionandanxiety,mydoctorsharesthesame

thoughtsasthembutIdon'tthinkit'sreallythat

deep,Imean,yes,I'mabitscaredaboutdying,and

maybeIstayupsomenightsjustthinkingabout

howit'llfeellikeorIholdmybreathforsolongto

seehowit'slikenothavingoxygen,ordrowningmy

headunderwaterwhenItakebathstoapoint

whereIalmostpassout,butthatdoesn'tmeanI'm

depressed,it'sjustcuriosityallIthinkaboutis

death,howit'llcome,howit'llfeel,whatwillhappen

tomeafter,howoldwillmykidsbe,andsureIcry

aboutiteverynightbutthat'sjustawayofmaking

myselffeelbettersothatIcanbeasnormaland

happyasIcanbeformydaughterthenextmorning

andfortheworld.Naomithefunbubblygirlwitha

senseofhumor,that'smetoeveryone,that'showit

shouldalwaysbe.SohowcanIpossiblybe

depressed?Iwouldn'thavecomethisfarifIwas.

Right?



Mark:"Naomi!...

Isnapoutofmythoughtslookingathim

Mark:"it'syourturn,pleasestandupandintroduce

yourselfandwhatyourdiagnosisandhowitmakes

youfeel"

Isighlookingdown,Ihatethis,howisthis

supposedtohelp?Willmetellingthemhowhaving

cancermakesmefeelmakemefeelanydifferent

aboutit?

Igetonmyfeetandlookaroundateveryonestaring

atme,Ilookdown

Me:"mynameisNaomiNewton"

"HiNaomi!"

Theyallsayinunison

Me:"Iwasdiagnosedwithmesotheliomaandit

makesmefeel....Idon'tknow,abitscaredIguess"

IsitdownassoonasI'verushedovermyrequested

statement

Mark:"okay,Naomi,noneedtorushthroughit,tell



usmoreaboutyourdiagnosis,whendidyoufind

out?Howlonghaveyouhadit?"

Isigh,theyreallywanttoknowallmybusiness,I

standupagain

Me:"itwasaboutayearago,wastoldwithout

surgeryandtreatmentimmediatelyI'llhave

approximatelytwomonthstoliveandIwas

pregnantatthattimesoIcouldn'toptforsurgery,

somybabydaddyadvisedweinduceourbaby's

deliveryandhaveherearlierthannormalsoIcan

startsurgeryandtreatmentassoonaspossible,

anditworked,nowmybabyishealthyandeight

monthsoldturningninethismonth,Ihonestlydidn't

expecttobestillalivetothisdayandwatchmy

daughtergroweveryday,I'mscaredthatIwon'tsee

hergrow,startingschool,primary,highschool,

tertiary...sometimesIwonderifisthismyfinal

week?AmIgoingtoseethenextmonth,asimple

sneezeorcoughgetsmeparanoid,yeah,that'show

Ifeel"



Isitdown

Mark:"thankyouforsharingthatwithus,trustme,

weallunderstandwhatyougoingthrough,yousee

thatemptyseatnexttoyou?Andthatoneacross

you?"

InodlookingattheemptyseatsI'vebeen

wonderingabout

Mark:"thepeoplewhosattherewerewithusjust

twodaysago,butnevershowedupyesterdayand

today,theynolongerwithus,unfortunatelytheir

purposethatGodboughtthemonearthforhad

beenfullyservedandtheirabsenceisfeltbecause

they'veimpactedallourlivesheredifferently,you

mightthinkthatyouarejuststrugglingaloneand

yourhealthsituationrightnow,butyourlifeisnever

justyourlifeeveryoneclosetoyouhavepiecesof

yourlifeinthemandeverythingthatyougothrough

whetherhurtful,joyfulorlifethreatening,itimpacts

themaswell,andyoucanalwayschoosehowyou

wantthepeoplewhocareaboutyoutoremember

you,currently,atthismoment,ifyouweretonot

wakeuptomorrow,areyoucontentwithhow



everyoneinyourlifewillrememberyou?Thelast

thingyousaidtothem?Thatyoucan'tchange,the

lastactionsonhowyoutreatedthem?...

Ishakemyhead

Mark:"Iknowwearehumansandit'snoteasybeing

kindtopeopleallthetime,butinthisgroupof

friends,welovespreadingkindnessandpracticing

patience,wetreateverydayasthoughitwereour

last,notbecauseitisourlast,butonedayitwillbe,

andthatdoesn'tgoforonlyusbutforeveryone

eventhehealthiestandfittest,nooneeverreally

knowsandnodoctororpsychiccaneverpredictitI

promiseyoumostofusinherewe'resupposedto

belongdeadaccordingtoourdoctorsbutit'snever

uptothemtodecidethatforusoranyone,onlyone

personknowsthat,andthat,isourLordandsavior,

thekindestandpurestofall,theonethatforgives

everyoneforanythingandImeananything,whether

youspokeillofsomeonebehindtheirback,oryou

stabbedsomeonebehindtheirbackliterally,nosin

isbiggerthantheotherandheforgivesequally.

Andinhiswordheteachesusaboutkindnessin



almostallchaptersofthebible,wherehesays,Be

kindandcompassionatetooneanother,forgiving

eachother,justasinChristGodforgaveyou....But

loveyourenemies,anddogood,andlend,expecting

nothinginreturn,andyourrewardwillbegreat,and

youwillbesonsoftheMostHigh,forheiskindto

theungratefulandtheevil....oneactofkindness

cangoalongwayanditdoesn'tonlymakeyoufeel

goodbutitcouldchangethelivesofmany,soyou

choose,today,areyougoingtogooutthereandlive

yourbestlifespreadingloveandkindnessand

receivingitinreturn,oryougoingtocrawlbackinto

yourdarkholeandwonderwhendeathwillswallow

youshuttingeveryoneoutandleavingthisworld

withgrudge,regretandatroubledheart?"

Therewassilenceashiswordssankin,he

continuedspreadingwordsofwisdom,Ididn'twant

toadmititbutIwasalreadyseeinglifefroma

differentperspectivethanwhenIcamein

Mark:"inthishouse,welovetowritekindwordson

littlepiecesofpaperwithnonameattheendyou'll

remainanonymous,andIjuggletheminthis



container,theneveryonegetsaturntopickupa

pieceofpaperandreadthenoteofwhoeveryou

pickedtothegroup,youcanwriteakindnote,

wordsthatyoufeelsomeonehereinthegroup

needstoknow,oritcanbesomethingyouwishto

someoneyoulove,outsidethishouseneedsto

know,whetherit'safamilymember,aclosefriend,

anenemy,aloveroranex,anyone,something

you'vebeenscaredtosaytosomeoneorhaven't

hadthechancetosayitbutalwayswishedtosayit

tothem,itdoesn'thavetobekinditcanjustbe

somethingyouwanttoletoutyourchest,youwrite

itdownandweallreadthesenotesandthenafter

someonehasreadthenoteI'llaskwho'snoteitis,

youcanchoosetopickupyourhandandsharewith

thegrouponwhyyousaidthatoryoucanchoose

nottoexplainitatallandremainanonymous,we

don'tpressure,pleaselet'sstartwriting"

HegivesmeapieceofpaperandapenasIdidn't

comeprepared.

Ilookdownatmypaperforawhilethinkingabout

whatIwantedtowriteandtowho.Ilookaround



andmyeyeslandonayounglady,shelooksabout

thirteenandhasaboldheadwithanoxygentank

besideherandpipesaroundhefaceunderhernose,

myheartshattersforherbutthewayshespoke,

she'ssopositiveandfulloflife,alwayssmilingand

kind,shelooksupatmeandsmileswinking,I

chucklesilentlyIrememberhernameisEmilyandI

startwritingafterthinkingaboutit."Emily,youthe

youngestinthisroombutIfeellikeyouthebravest

andstrongest,Idon'tknowyouthatwellbutyour

vibrantenergyishardtonotbefelt,yoursmileis

yourstrongestweaponanddrawsoneintoyou.You

arekindandflawlesslybeautifulwithouteventrying.

Iwishtobeasbraveasyou...canwebefriends?"

Weallfoldourpaperandputitinthebigjar.Mark

shakesitupmixingallourpapers.

Eachpersongetsaturnreadingthenotesoutloud

toeveryone,somewereverytouchingandmadethe

roomveryemotionalandsomelightheartedand

madeussmile.ItwasmyturnandIpickedaletter.I

readitoutloud.

Me:"IwishIcouldtellmyhusbandthatIwantusto



stopfightingoverpettylittlethingsandheshould

comebackfromtheguestbedroomtoourbed

againandstopthesilenttreatment,Ihatethelast

wordswesaidtoeachother,mymotherandfather

neveracceptedhimthosemanyyearsagobut,if

mymotheraskedmetoday,howdoIknowthatI

reallylovehim?I'dsay,IknowIlovehimbecause

theworlddoesn'tmakeanysensewithouthim"

Ismilelookingup,myheartclenchedpainfully

touchedbyherwordsasIsomehowrelatetowhat

shehaswrittenhere,andtheolderladypicksher

handup

Her:"thatwasme,myhusbandandIhavebeen

goingthrougharoughpatchforthepastfewweeks,

myfinaldaysaregettingcloserandIcanfeelitin

mybones,literally....

Shehasosteosarcomaatypeofbonecancer

Her:"I'mgladI'velivedthefiveyearsurvivalrateand

waspartofthesmallpercentagetomakeitthis

long,butnowIcan'tevenwalknormoveanypartof

mybody,hedoesn'twanttoacceptitandinsteadof



spendingtimewitheachotherwe'vebeendrifting

apart,anditbreaksmyheart,Icanstanddyingwith

brokenbonesbutIdon'twanttodiewithabroken

heart,andonlyhislovecanfixthat"

Ilookdownthoughtfullyfiddlingwithmypen.Atthe

endofthesessionMarkprayedforeveryoneandit

wasover.

EmilyknewIhadwrittenherthenoteasIpickedup

myhand,wechattedafterthesessionand

exchangednumbers.

IwassubjectedtotellingDadabouthowitwentand

howamIfeelingnow,doIseemyselfattending

moresessions,hewashappytolearnthatIactually

kindoflikeditandinterestedingoingthereagain.

ItwasabouttimeIstartedchoosingmyself,started

takingcareofme,itwilltakeawhiletogetusedtoit

butIwillgetbetteratthischoosingmyselfthing.

StillinDad'shouseIwaschillinginmybedroom

whileMatildawasplayingwithherauntiesand

granny.



Today'sgroupsessionleftmeinmythoughtsand

feelingsasIreplayedeverythingeveryonewas

sayingandhowsomewerescaredbutsomewere

positiveandreadyforanythingandsomehadthe

whateverhappenshappensattitude.

ThenoteofthewomenIreadoutloudranthrough

mymindandIadmiredthelovesheshareswithher

husband.

Itookmyphoneandmadeacall.

"mamawabantwanabam?"(Motherofmychildren)

Irolledmyeyesirritatedeventhoughmyhearthad

adifferent

Me:"don'tcallmethat"

"Butit'sthetruth"

Me:"isthatallIamtoyou?"

"Ofcoursenot,youknowyoumorethanthat,you're

myheart'skeeper"

Me:"pleasestopwithyourlies"

"Thatcanneverbealie,ever,Itoldyouwhenwe



startoveritcouldbeaweeklateroramonthlater,

weneededthetimeapart,butnowI'mreadyforus

tostartover"

*Silence*

Me(sighsclosingeyes):"anyway,Icalledtotellyou

thatyoucancomeseeyourdaughterifyouwant,

we'llbestayingatDad'sforafewdays"

"Thankyouforlettingmeknow,I'llcometomorrow"

Me:"okay"

"AndNaomiI....

Ihangupbeforehecouldfinishwhathewantedto

sayIonlycalledhimforthesakeofmydaughter

andmyunbornbaby,he'llbeallthey'llhavewhen

I'mgone.

IgotomyWhatsAppandunblockhimthenheadto

thebathroomtofreshenup.

.

.

.



TRUE

.

.

.

Ipourmyselfaglassofwinestandingoverthe

kitchencounter,lostinmythoughts.

"CanIalsohaveaglass"

Ilookupather

Me:"youstillhere?"

Her:"isthatawaytotalktoyourwoman?"

Me:"Ithoughtwealreadyagreedthatwhatbought

ustogetherisnowover"

Her:"youdon'tgettothrowmeonceyousatisfied,

I'llleaveaspeacefullyaswhenIwalkedinhereno

needtothrowmeout,youmadeitclearwhenwe

gottogetherthatwe'llbedoneonceyoureadytofix

thingswithyourcheatingexfiancéeNaomi"

IfeelmybloodboilasIfrownlookingather



Me(sternvoice):"keephernameoutofyourfucking

mouth"

Her:"okay,youknowwhat,I'lljustleave,youactlike

somekindofroyaltyasifyoutheonlyhandsome

richmanintheworld,Iwishshebreaksyourheart

againandthistimemarryherbestfriendsoyoucan

getoffyourhighhorse,nxla!"

Sheheadsupstairstomybedroomprobablyto

packhershit.

Wellfuck,IguessIreallycan'tbringmyselftotruly

moveon,Ithoughtsomedistanceandmeetingnew

peoplewoulddousgood,Ireallytried,Idid,Ijust

don'tunderstandhowisitpossibletolovethis,I've

alwaysmangedgettingoverwomanwithinamatter

ofaweek,eventwodayswithsome,it'sbeen

monthsnowanditstillfeelslikeshe'ssomeoneI'm

stillcrushinghardonandhaven'twonheryet,that's

howfreshmylovestillisforherandit'slikeIdon't

knowhowtobreathorlivewithoutheranymoreit

justhurtsworseeachdayshe'snotwithme.Itried

asupermodelwomanmostbeautifulwomanonthe

internetbutnotevenshecouldfillthevoid.Ihate



myselffortryingtomoveonsopublic,I'vehurtand

embarrassedher,nowshehatesmeandwill

probablyneverforgivemerightfullyso.

Istartletothebangofthedooranditwasmy

temporarymodelgirlfriendslammingthedooron

herwayoutwhilecursingmyname.Igoupstairsto

checkonmysoninhisroomandluckilyhewasstill

soundasleepandSihlewasstillaround,shebeena

sleepinmaideversinceNaomileftanditmademy

lifeeasierwiththebabies,firstwithMatildanow

withkamvamysonwhoisnowlivingwithme,I

didn'thavetofightmuchforhiscustody,Lelethu's

motherisalwaysonmysidedidn'tletanyonefight

meforthecustody,LelethuandIagreedonvisiting

schedulebuthefullystayswithme.

IfindmyselfparkedoutsideherDad'shouse,Iknow

Isaidtomorrowbutmythoughtswouldn'tletme

rest.IthankGodformydaughter,ImissedherI

reallydidbutbecauseofherI'llalsogettoseeher

mother.



Ipresstheintercomandherfatherlet'smein.Ipark

nexttohercar,shegotherselfabeautifulbeastit's

arangeRoverevoqueconvertibleanditsuitsherso

perfectly,yesterdaywhenIsawherinitwiththe

roofdown,hersunglassesonthewindblowingon

herface,shedoesn'thavetotrytoohardtobesexy,

shenaturallyjusthasasexyaurait'shardtonot

noticeherwhenshewalksintotheroom.

MrNewton:"Ididn'tknowyouwerecoming"

Me:"I'msorrytojustshowupunannounced"

Helooksateforawhilebeforemakingwayforme

tocomein,myheartwaspoundinghard,hedidn't

havethatwelcomingsmile,hewasinfullarmor

protectivefathermode.

Me:"Iwasgoingtocometomorrowbutithasbeena

whilesinceI'veseenMatilda,Naomisaidit'sfineifI

comeby"

MrNewton:"oh,shehasn'tsaidanythingtome,I'll

gocallher"



Me:"thankyou"

Hestopsnarrowinghiseyesatmegivingmeakiller

glare

MrNewton:"ifyouleavetearsonmydaughter'sface,

Iwilldealwithyoupersonally"

Inodvigorously

Me:"I'mnotheretocauseanytrouble"

MrNewton:"good"

HeheadsupstairsandIgreetthetwoyounggirls,

Naomi'slittlesosterssittingbytheloungewatching

TV.

AfterawhileRaymondcomesdownthestairswith

hisdaughterfollowingbehindhim,herarmsfolded

withaconfusedfrownonherheadandIalready

knowI'mintroubleasshe'snotholdingMatilda.

Raymondheadstotheothersideofthehouse

throughthepassageasNaomiheadsoutthedoorI

camethroughandIfollowbehindher,shedidn't

evenhavetoaskherbodylanguagesaiditall.

Assoonaswegetoutsideshequestionsme



Naomi:"whatthehellareyoudoingherethislate?

Haveyoulostyourmind?"

Ilonglostmymind,thedayIlosther,nowIfeelso

stupidforbelievingshe'dsleepwithherbestfriend

behindmyback,itmight'veseemedthatwaybutI

should'vetrustedherenoughtobelievethatnothing

foulhappenedasshehaddefended.Angermixed

withjealousyisadangerousmixturethatcould

costoneendlessselfsabotage,heartacheandlove,

Iwasreadytomarrythiswoman,yetIfailedto

forgiveandtrustherbeforeevenvowingitinfront

ofeveryone,whatwasthepointofmarriageifI

gaveupsoeasily,maybeIwasn'treadyforit,butI

surehopeIgetasecondchancewithher.

ShesnapsherfingersonmyfaceandIsnapoutof

it

Me:"huh?"

Naomi:"pleaseleave,Isaidcometomorrow,you

can'tjustbudgeinhereasyouplease,thisismy

father'shouseandyoubeingdisrespectful"

Me:"IknowI'msorry,butIcouldn'tsleep"



Naomi:"so?WheredoIfitin?"

Me:"youfitin,youfitinmyheart"

Sherollshereyesatme

Naomi:"True,Iwasactuallygettingreadyforbed,I

don'thavetheenergyforyourdramatonight,please

leave"

Me:"canItakeyououtthisweekendsowecan

talk?"

Naomi:"No,Ihaveplansthisweekend"

Me:"Naomiplease,Ionlyaskforonehour"

Naomi:"whatdoyouwanttotalkabout?Sayitnow"

Me:"I...Ican'tcontinuelikethis,there'snotaday

thatpasseswhereI'mnotthinkingaboutyou,I've

triedgettingyououtmymind,outofmyheart,I

triedlivingmylifeagainwithoutyou,butit'shard

breathinghasbecomesopainful,it'slikearibhas

beenrippedofmybody,I'msorryforthepainI've

causedyou,allthistimeIthoughtIwaschoosing

myselfbywalkingawaywhenIwasinfactlosing

myself.Please.Pleasecanwetryagain"



IgetdownonmykneesandIdonotfeelanylessof

myselforembarrassed,insteadIhopeshesees

whatIfailedtoseeinher,deepinsidemyheartand

seejusthowmuchI'mstrugglingwithouther.

Sheshakesherheadandscoffsindisbeliefblinking

hertearsbackin.

.

.

.
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Therewassilenceasshewalkedawayfromme

walkingtowardsthefencefacingtheirbottomyard

withthepoolandhadabeachandcityview.

Igetupfrommykneesandquietlywalktowards

her,shejuststoodtherestaringoutattheview.

Sheheavesaheavysigh

Naomi:"youknow,IknowI'vemademistakeswhen

itcomestolove,butonethingI'dneverdoisleave

orgiveuponsomeoneIloveandwalkinandoutof

theirlivesbecauseoftheirmistakesormyheated

emotions,whenI'minyourlifeI'm in,I'mreadyto



fightwhatevercomesourway,I'mreadytoforgive

eventheunforgivablebutwouldnottoleratemy

forgivenesstakenforgrantedbutIneverjustgive

uponsomeoneIlove,mostofalleventhoughI

havemyinsecuritiesbutI'malwaysreadytotrust

theoneIlovebecauseloveandtrustarejusttwo

wordsthatholdsimilarstrongmeaningandvalue,

youcan'thaveonewithouttheotherIdon'tknow

whyyouaskedmetomarryyouifyouknewyou

didn'ttrustmeorbelievemewhenItoldyouthat

myheartbelongstoyouandyoualone,yesIwas

oblivioustothefactthatZekewastryingtobreak

usup,butthat'sonlybecauseIwassocaughtupin

youandveryconfidentinourrelationshipthat

nothingcouldbreakusup,mebeingdrawntoZeke

wascompletelyinnocentonmysideIneverhad

thoughtsabouthimlikethatandIthoughtyou'dsee

thatandjusttrustme.....(sighs).....anywayyoudid

whatyouhadtoIguess,notshowingupatour

wedding,IthoughtIwasgoingtodieofabroken

heartthatevening,itwastheworstendlesspainI've

everfeltinmylifethatIstillfeelevennowit'llnever

goawayandIneverthoughtanythingcould



measureuptoit,youembarrassedmeinfrontof

theworld,yetIstillbeggedforyourforgivenessand

asecondchancewhenIshould'vewantednothing

todowithyou,IknowIhurtyou,buttohumiliateme

likethat?Youcould'vecancelledthedaybefore,it'd

stillhurt,but..okayit'dstillhurtthesamebecauseI

loveyou,FineImovedpassedthateventuallyeven

thoughithasn'treallygoneawayyet,thenyougive

mehopeofusgettingbacktogether,onlytosaywe

canneverbe,leavingmelookingcrazyand

desperateinfrontofSihleonmykneesbeggingand

cryingforyou,Iletitbeandnursedmybrokenheart,

butyouweren'tdonewithmejustyet,youcame

againandtoldmesweetliesaboutnotbeingableto

lookatotherwomengivingmehopeagainand

naivemestillwantedyouback,onlyforyoutofuck

meliketheworldiscomingtoanend,onlytobreak

upwithmeagain...(cryingsilently)....then....that

wasstillnotenoughforyou,youweren'tdonewith

myheartjustyet...youwentandpubliclydated

anothersocialmediainfluencerwhowasalsoa

supermodelforpeopleandmyselftoseethatyou

coulddobetterbecause...because..."sometimes



chocolateisgoodfortheheart"right?mockingmy

skincolorInfrontoftheworld,Aftermakingme

believethatweweregoingtostartovertogether

onlytousemeforsexlikesomeonenightstand.I'd

beverystupidtobelieveawordthatcomesoutof

yourmouthnow,whenyouprobablyheretofinish

offthescrapthat'sleftinmeofwhatusedtobea

heart"

Mylipscurvedtremblingasmyheartbrokeinto

pieces,herwordsgutteringrightthroughmeand

thepainchokedmeasIstruggledtoswallow.Iwas

sohungupinmyfeelingsIdidn'tevenrealizethe

damageI'vecaused

Me(defeated):"I'msosorry.....

Naomi:"IknowIhurtyou...butIneverplannedto

hurtyouintentionally,I'dneverdoanythingtohurt

youintentionally,buteverythingyoudidafterwas

allintentional,youplayedmeandyoumadesure

thewholeworldknewit,Idon'tthinkIcouldever

trustyouagain"

Me:"Iknownoamountofsorrieswilltakebackwhat



Idid,butiftherewassomethingIcoulddotofix

things,I'ddoitinaheartbeat.EverythingIsaidthat

nightaboutmyloveforyouandmystruggleto

moveon,itwastrue,IguessIjustdidn'twantto

believeitmyselfsoIattemptedmovingonIthought

maybeifItriedsomethingdifferentfromwhatI

usuallygoforI'deasilybehappierwithoutyou,butI

onlyhatedmyselfforeventryingwhenallmyheart

wantedwasyou"

Sheturnsherbackonmesniffingandwipingoff

hertearsfromherface

Naomi:"IhatethatIstillfeelthiswayforyou...Idon't

wantto,Ireallydon't...howamIsupposedtotrust

youagain,howamIsupposedtotrustthatyou

beingsincerethistimeandthisisnotoneofyour

sickgamestohurtmeagainbecauseI'veendured

enoughofyourtorture,myheartcanonlytakeso

much"

Me:"IneedyoutotrustmebecauseI'mreallybeing

sincere,Ihavenothingelsetolose,I'mwillingto

loseitallforyoutogivemeanotherchance"



Naomi:"whenIbeggedyouforachanceyousaid

lovewasnotenough,whatmakesyouthinkit'llbe

enoughnow?"

Isighlookingdownnotsurehowtoanswerher

Me:"because,mylifedoesn'tmakeanysense

withoutyou...

Sheturnsaroundwithansadfrownonherforehead

withtearfuleyes

Me:"nothingmakessensetomebesideshavingyou

inmylife"

Naomi:"Zekeisstillmybestfriend....

Me:"Idon'tmindthat,I'mnotthesameinsecure

manIwas,youcanbefriendswithwhoeveryou

wanttobefriendswith"

Naomi:"wevisiteachotheronsomeweekends"

Me:"asfriendswoulddo...

Shelooksatmeforawhile

Naomi:"wheneverheneedsmeI'dtakethefirstor

lastflighttohimjusttobethereforhimashe'ddo



forme"

Inodunderstanding

Me:"asI'ddoformybestfriendaswell"

Naomi:"I'llneverbreakourfriendshipforanyone"

Me:"Iknow"

Naomi:"butifIdoeverfallinloveagain,thatman

willalwayscomefirstevenbeforemyfriendsand

family,I'llmakehimmypriority,I'velearntmy

lesson,soIguesswhoeverthatmanwillbein

futurewillhaveyoutothankforteachingmethat

lessonandfornottrustingmeenoughtooverlook

mymistakes"

Inodlookingdownasmyheartsinks

Me:....

Naomi:.....

Me:"I'lldoeverythinginmypowertobetheman

you'llfallinlovewithagain...

Naomi:"Idon'tknow....Idon'twanttokeepfeeling

likethis...I'mtiredofbeingheartbroken"



Me:"metoo....

Naomi:"Idon'twanttofeelused,Ijustwanttofeel

lovedandIdon'twanttoaskforlovebutsomeone

who'llknowwhentotakeit,someonewhowilllove

mewithmyflaws...wellatleastthat'swhatIusedto

want...

Me:"whatdoyouwantnow?"

Naomi:"peace"

Inod

Naomi:"allIneedfromyouisyoursupport,withour

kids,forthesakeofpeace"

Islowlynodmyhead

Me:"okayIcandothat"

Naomi:"canyoupleaseleavenow"

OureyeslockedforawhileandallIcouldseewas

painnotspark,notwinkle,justpain,theguiltateme

upatthethoughtofmebeingthecauseofthatpain.

IwishIcould'vebeenabitmorepatientwithher,I

rushedeverythingfornotsogoodreasonsand

expectedsomuchfromherinashortperiodoftime.



IwashurtbutIshould'vehandledthingsdifferently.

Me:"I'msorry...

Naomi:"I'msorrytoo...

Me:"Iwishwecouldmovepastthissomeday...

Naomi(shrugshershoulders):"goodnightTrue...

Shesayskickingmeoutkindly

Me:"goodnight...

Imakemywaytothecar,sheopensthegateforme

andIdriveoff,I'llputbackthepieces,onewayor

theother,Iwill,Ihaveto

.

.

.

NAOMI

.

.

.



HeyMama,howdoyougetaredwinestain

Outtayourfavoritedress?

Blackmascaraoffapillowcase?

Cureaone-too-manyheadache?

MamacanIcomeandmaybestayafewdays

Thisweekendornext?

Andhey,howdoyougetaredwinestain

Outtaofyourfavoritedress?

Howdoeshesleepatnight?

Mama,thenerveofthisguy

Toleavemesoeasy

AmIgonnabealright?

Iwannakickmyselfforfallingsohard

Mama,canyoudiefromabrokenheart?



DadmakeshiswayinsidemybedroomandIpause

thesongandquicklywipemytearstakingoffmy

headsetsputtingmylaptopaside

Me:"heydadisMatildacrying?"

Dad:"Noyourdaughterisfine...

Isigh

Dad:"it'smydaughterthatI'mworriedabout....

Isitupsniffingawaymysnort

Me:"yourdaughterisfineDad"

Dad:"thoseeyestellmesomethingelse,Iwarned

thatboytonotleaveanytearsonyourface"

Me:"ohitsnothimI'mjustwatchingareallysad

movie"

Dad:"youmightwinawardsforyouractingoutthere

intheworld,butyoucan'tfoolme,I'myourfather

andIknowyoubetterthanyouknowyourself"

Me:"doyoureallywantustotalkrightnow?"

Dad:"Idon'twantyoutonottalktome"



Isigh

Me:"I'mgoingtobeokayDad,there'sjustalotgoing

onatonceandIfindmyselfmissingmom"

Dad:"Imisshertoo"

Me:"atleastyouhaveBeth"

Helooksatmewithonebrowraised

Dad:"thatdoesn'tmeanIdon'tmissher"

Me:"butyoumovedonsofastwithherbestfriend"

There'ssilenceandguiltflushesovermeaswe

weresupposedtohavemovedpassedthis

Me:"I'msorry,Ididn'tmeantosaythat...

Dad:"it'sfineIunderstand,IwishIcould'vefought

harderforyourmotherbutIguessmypridewent

wayovermyhead,ifIhadtriedhardermaybe

thingswould'veturnedoutdifferently"

Me:"maybenomatterhowmuchyoulovedeach

other,itwasjustnotmeanttobe"

Isaylookingdown



Dad:"thatdoesn'tmeanyounotmeanttobewith

whoeveryourheartbelongsto"

There'ssilenceasIlistentotheachepumpingout

myheartarteries,you'dswearIhaveheartcancer

Me:"Ican'trememberdad...

Dad:"whatcan'tyouremember?"

Me:"mom,Ican'trememberheranymore...it'slike

hermemorieshavedisappearedfrommymemory

box,Iusedtogetmemoriesofallthethingsshe

usedtotellme,butnow,it'sjustblur...(tearfully)...I

feellikeI'mforgettingher"

Hegetsonmybedtakingoffhisshoesandgetting

inthecoversnexttomeashewrapshisarm

aroundmyshoulder

Dad:"honey,youwereveryyoungwhenyourmother

passedaway,memoriesofherareboundtovanish

asyougetolder,that'swhywehavepicturesthere

toremindus"

Me:"butit'slikeeventhoughIlookatherpictures,I

stillcan'trememberhowIrememberherlooking



like,evenhervoice,amIabaddaughter?"

Dad:"noyounot,thisiscompletelynormal,don't

beatyourselfup,youwereveryyoungyou'vegrown

andhavebeenthroughmanythingsinlife,itdoesn't

meanyouloveheranylessorthatyouabad

daughter"

Irestmyheadonhischestashebrushesmyback,

beinginhisarmsmadememoreemotionalas

flashbacksofwhenhe'dalwayscomfortmewhenI

wasyoungerandalwaysknewhowtocheermeup,

Ifeltguiltyfornotrememberingtheselittledetails

withmymother

Me:"Iwonderhowlongit'lltakeuntilpeoplestart

forgettingme,mybabieswillprobablynoteven

knowme"

Dad:"don'tsaythat,youwon'thavetobeforgotten

anytimesoonyoustillhavealonglifeaheadof

you"

Me:"IwishIhadyourfaith"

Dad:"youcanhangonwithmineforaslongasyou

need"



Dadleftmyroomafterhalfanhourpassed.Andmy

thoughtscamebacktomeagainhauntingme.I'll

havetogocutmyhairsoonbecausethepatchesat

thebackofmyheaddidnotlookgoodatall,Iwas

runningoutofhairtocoverup,Ishouldgetmyselfa

niceweavetoobecauseI'mnotreadytobewalking

inpublicboldheaded,themediawilleatmealive,

I'vealreadybeendraggedenoughbytheworldand

it'smentallydrainingbecausethesearemyreallife

problemstheymakefunof,it'snotmadeupgossip

thatusuallydoesn'tbotherme,theworldknowsmy

dirtandifIshowupwithnohairthey'llprobably

comeupwithstorieslike,it'sstressfrom

relationshipsthatmademecutmyhair,makemea

memeandthewholeworldlaughsatme.I'mnot

readyforallthat,Idon'tknowifIcouldtakeany

morepublicembarrassment.

Myphonebeepedonmydresser

IpickitupandIhavetwonewmessageson

Whatsapp,IopenonefromTruewhichwasnow

savedasjustTrueandnotMasekowithaheart



"(True)thankyouforunblockingme,I'mreallysorry

abouttonight,Ishouldn'thavejustshoweduplike

that,Iwasdesperatetoseeyou,itwon'thappen

again,pleasesendmeyourdoctor'sschedulewith

regardstoourbaby,I'lltakeMatildaontheweekend.

Goodnight "

IsighandopenZeke'smessage

"Aboutthatavailableweekendyouwerestill

thinkingofchoosing,pleasemakeitfast,Ihave

thingsIwanttosharewithyou...IthinkI'mcloseto

findingwhomyfatheris"

MyheartskippedafterreadingthelastpartasIsat

upandimmediatelycalledhim.Iknowhowbadly

he'salwayswantedtoknowwhohisspermdonor

was,wellthat'swhatheprefersreferringtohimas

sincehehasneverreallybeenafathertohim.I

wonderhowhecouldpossiblyknowwhoheis

becauseitwasalmostimpossibletoknow,withhis

mother'smemoryloss

Hepicksup

Me:"whatdoyoumeanyouclosetofindingoutwho



yourfatheris?Didsomeonecontactyouclaimingto

beyourfather?BecauseyourichnowZekeyou

can'tbetrustinganymansayingthattheyprobably

drugdealerswhoknewyourmotherandaretrying

theirluck,thesethingshappenwhensomeone

startsgettingsuccessfulorhappy,peopleshowup

ofnowheretoruinitforyou....

"Whoawhoawhoaslowdowngirl....andtakedeep

breaths"

HesayscuttingmeshortandIrealizedIwas

rambling,Itakeadeepbreathcalmingdown

Me:"okay,starttalking"

"Iwasgoingthroughmymother'sthingsandI

foundalotoflettersmymotherwrotetothisguy

whileshewasinthereandwouldgivetothe

doctorstodeliverthemforherbuttheyneverdid

becauseobviouslytheyweren'tcertainiftheperson

reallyexisted,butshewrotehisfullnamebutnot

hissurnameandaddressonthem,butjustthecity

andnottherealaddress,Idon'tknowifhe'sreally

myfatherbutshehasmentionedhisnametome



onceortwiceanditmatchestheoneontheletters"

Me:"wow,what'shisname?Wheredoeshestay?

"David,itsaysinthelettershe'sfromPort

Elizabeth....buttherecouldbemanyDavidsinPort

Elizabeth,soit'skindauseless.....

Me:"Eishyahthatwillbetricky...Trueistaking

Matildathisweekend,I'llflydown"

"Okay,that'senoughtimeformetoprepareforyou"

Me:"I'llseeyouinfourdays"

"Yeah,ohandIhaverealgoodnewstosharewith

you"

Me(smiling):"whatisit?"

"Whatwillwetalkaboutwhenyougethere?

GoodnightBambi"

Isighfrustratedly

Me:"fine,tortureme,night...youdon'tdeservethe

goodinfrontofit"

Helaughsoutloud



"Youstillthedramaqueen,wellyoudeserveall

that'sgood...sogoodbyeBambi"

Hesayslaughingandhangingup,Ilaughafora

whilethensmilelookingatmyphonebeforeputting

itawayandgettinginthecoverstotrygetsome

sleep.

.

.

.

FOURDAYSLATER

*****

Puttingbackthepieces

*****

Tobecontinued

[06/08,03:11] :STRINGSATTACHED

INSERT80

•

•



•

•

•

TRUE

•

•

•

•

•

Today'sFridayandI'msupposedtobefetchingmy

daughterfromNaomi.I'mexcitedbutatthesame

timeworriedabouthavingthewholeweekendwith

twobabies,atleastIhaveSihle,shewillnotbe

gettingabreakthisSundayifitbecomesalotI'll

needthehelp,baby'sarehellaexhausting,Idon't

knowhowthesesinglemothersandfathersout

theredoitespeciallyattheinfantstage,Iknowit

canonlygetworsewhentheytoddlersbutdamnit'll

probablybebetterwhentheyknowhowtotalkand

understandme.



Iwasworkingonaanotherstorybutthisonemore

AfricanbasedalthoughInowhadtheprivilegetobe

workingwithbigtimeinternationalstudios,which

wouldgivemetheopportunityformystudioto

expandaswell.

IwasnowonmywaytofetchMatilda.

IwasparkedoutsideMrNewton'shouseasIgot

someofherfavoriteflowersfromthebackseatand

MrNewtonfavoritedrink,Iknowhe'sstillmadat

meforeverythingespeciallywhatIdidtheother

dayandmakinghisdaughtercry.

Iknockatthedoor,there'saspecificareatthedoor

whereyoushouldknockfortheknocktobeloudso

theycanhearitfromanywhereinsidethehouseas

theydonotlikethebell.

MrNewtonopensthedoor,IsmilealthoughI'mabit

disappointed,IwashopingNaomiwouldopenthe

door.

Me:"goodeveningSir"



MrNewton(straightface):"yes,comein"

Hedoesn'tbothergreetingmeback

Imakemywayinsideandhandhimthebottle

Me:"thisisforyou"

Hetakesitfrommyhandnodding

Me:"andtheseareforNaomi"

MrNewton:"you'llhavetobringthemnexttime

whenshe'saround,Ihavenospacetokeepflowers"

Me:"ohshe'snothome?"

MrNewton;"No"

Me:"butshesaidIcouldcometakethebabytoday?"

MrNewton:"yesthebabyishereit'snotlikeshe's

stuckonher"

Inod,andswallowthepainfullumponmythroat,

askingwhereshewaswouldbeembarrassing

Me:"alrightI'lljusttakethesebackwithmethen,

canIpleasegetMatilda"

Hewalksawayleavingmestandingtherenot



offeringmeaseat,soIjuststandthere,Idon't

makemyselfcomfortablewhereI'mnotwelcome

andnotonlywasInotwelcomeIwashated.

Hecomesbackdownholdingherasshejumps

excitedlyonhimassoonassheseesme.

Itakeherfromhimandhehandsmeherbottlefor

theway.Shedoesn'tneedanythingelsebecause

shehasallthingsshecouldpossiblyneedatmy

place.

Me:"thankyou"

Henods

Me:"eerrMrNewton,I'msorryabouttheothernight,

Ididn'tmeantomakeyourdaughtercry,wewere

justtalkingpeacefullyandtheconversationgota

bitemotional,I'mtrulysorryforhurtingher"

MrNewton(sighs):"it'sokayson,mydaughtertruly

lovesyouthathasbeenclearlyvisiblesinceshe

introducedmetoyou,sheneverstoppedtalking

aboutyousince,atfirstIthoughtyouwerejusta

reboundtogetoverZekebutastimewentInoticed

youweremorethanthat,shereallylovesyouand



lovelikethatonlycomesonceinalifetime,sofor

yoursake,Ihopeyoufixthingssoon"

Ismilealittlesighinginrelief,hearingthesewords

fromhimmeantalotandjustgavememore

motivationtowinherback.

Me:"itwon'tbeeasy,butI'mtrying,Idon'twantto

pushtoohard,thingshavenormallycametogether

naturallybetweenus,nothingwaseverforced,so

I'mtryingmybesttobetherewithoutforce,butI

feellikethistimeshe'snothavingitanymore"

MrNewton:"yeahshedidsayshewasdonewith

youandwasnowgoingtotrytomoveon,itseems

there'ssomeoneelseinthepicture,he'sbeen

bringingflowersandchocolatestoo,soooyou

mightwannatryadifferentapproachmorethan

justflowers"

MyheartclenchedasIthoughtaboutthatphone

callshegotatthehospitalinfrontofme,soshe

reallygavehimachance.Theremustbesomething

Icoulddo.

Me:"thankyouforlettingmeknow"



MrNewton:"Icangethimoutofthewayforyouif

youwant?"

Myheartskipsfearfullylookingathim,doeshe

wanttokillhim?

Me:"Nothat'llbeabittoodrasticdon'tyouthink?

I'mnotakiller"

Heburstsintolaughterandholdsmyshoulder,I

wasstillconfusedisthissupposedtobefunny?

MrNewton:"ohhman,youtoogoodforyourown

good,butthat'snotwhatImeant"

Me:"whatdidyoumean?"

MrNewton:"Imean,everyonehastheirdirtylaundry,

theirrelationshipisstillnewsoanythingbadabout

himwillbearedflagforherandwon'tcontinuewith

him,butithastobesomethingreallybad,thisguy

leavesallthewayinJoburgandisonlyhereon

business,hevisitsthisside,doyoureallythinkhe's

assingleashesays?Andhe'sveryrichtoo,could

bedoingsomethingillegalontheside,I'msurewe

couldfinddirtonhim"



Isighinrelief,forasecondthereIthoughthe

wantedustobemurderpartners

Me:"ohhuhmIdon'tknow,playingdirtyisnotreally

fairdon'tyouthink?"

MrNewton:"doyouwantmydaughterbackornot?"

Inod

Me:"yesbut....

MrNewton:"I'llletyouknowontheinfowhenIgetit,

bye"

InodandwalkoutwithmydaughterIstoprightout

thedoor

Me:"doyouknowwheresheisrightnow?"

MrNewton:"shewenttoJoburgtoseeZeke"

Inodwalkingaway,eveninadifferentprovince

theycan'tbeseparated

Igetinthecaranddriveoff,Itakemyphoneand

callher

"Hello?"



Me:"hey"

"Hi"

Me:"howareyou?"

"I'mgoodandyou?"

Me:"I'mgoodtoo....

"Good...

Me:"justwantedtoletyouknowthatIjustleftyour

father'shousetopickupTilda"

"Ohokaycool"

Me:"Ithoughtyouweregoingtobehere"

"Didyouneedsomethingfromme?"

Myheartsinkspainfully

Me:"IjustthoughtI'dseeyou"

"Whatfor?Istheresomethingyouwantedtosay?"

Me:"No...

"IsMatildaokay?Diddadgiveyouahardtime?"

Me:"everythingisfine,Ijustmissyou,that'sall"



*Silence*

"True...(mumblessomethingunderherbreath)

IcouldswearIheardhersayshemissedme,but

shecould'vealsojustcussedme

Me:"I'msorryifI'mmakingyouuncomfortablebutI

can'thelpit"

"IhavetogoTrue....

Me:"wait...whenareyoucomingback?"

"BetweenSundayeveningorMorningmorning,butI

thinkSundayeveningbecauseIhaveasessionon

Monday"

Me:"whatsession?"

"Therapysession,it'sasupportgroupforcancer

patients"

Me:"oh...Ididn'tknowyoujoinedasupportgroup"

"Youwouldn'tobviously,youweren'tthere"

MyheartsinksinguiltknowingthatIwasn'tthere

forherandIejustbeenaddingtoallthehurtful

thingsshe'sgoingthrough



Me:"uhm...

"Ihavetogonow....

Me:"okay,bye"

"Bye"

Ihangup,alotofthoughtsrunningthroughmy

mind

.

.

.

NAOMI

.

.

.

Me:"Ilovethisplacenowthisisnice,sothisisthe

famousSandton,it'sactuallyverybeautiful"

Zeke:"itis,I'msohappythatyoufinallyhere"

Weshareabiglonghugholdingeachothertightly,

wedidn'tgettohugsincewewereinpublicandI



didn'twantanypicturesofmeandhimroaming

aroundtheinternetmakingallsortsofstories

Me:"ohh...Imissedyousomuch"

Zeke:"Imissedyoumore"

Wefinallyletgoofeachotherandoureyeslockfor

awhile,hesmiles,there'sthatgoofysmileofhisI

missed,Ilaughlookingathimandhelaughstoo,

weendedlaughingoutloudandwehuggedagain,I

letgoofhimlookingaroundthehotelroom.

Me:"thisroomisperfect,Iloveit"

Zeke:"Iknewyouwould,let'sgetgoing,I'llbringyou

backlater,youhavingdinnerwithustonight"

Me:"Zeke,Idon'tthinkthat'sagoodidea"

Zeke:"whynot?"

Me:"Idon'twanttomakeJordanuncomfortable"

Zeke(chuckles):"Jordanactuallysuggestedyou

comeoverfordinner,Iwouldn'taskhertodo

anythingshewasn'tcomfortablewith"

Me:"oh...



Ilookawayfromhiseyesbeforelookingbackat

him

Me:"so,she'sreallycoolwithusbeingfriends?Even

aftereverythingshe'sheard"

Zeke:"yes,sheunderstoodandgavemeanother

chance,shechosetotrustmeandshe'scoolwith

usbeingfriends"

Me:"really?Thenwhydidshemakeyoumovefrom

Capetown?"

Hefrownsconfused

Zeke:"whatdoyoumean?"

Me:"Imeaneverythingwasgoingwellforyouin

Capetown,thewellpayingjob,youcould'vetaken

thepromotionstillstayinginCapetownbutyou

camehere,forwhat?Youdon'tevenknowanyone

here,yougrewupinCapetown,youhadmeand

Dadyourfamily,wewerecool,Iknowourfriendship

gotfuckedupbutwewereworkingonitandyou

justleftwithoutawordonlytotellmemonthslater

withoutevenaproperexplanation,whatdoyou

wantmetothink?"



Heletsoutablowwithhisbrowsraisedsurprised

Zeke:"okay,Jordanhadnothingwithmecoming

here,Icamehereformyself,tomylifestartoverin

anewenvironment"

Me:"Igetthat,butnowwecan'tevenhangout

anytimewewantto,thedistanceistoomuchI'm

happythatyoudecidedtostepupwithJordan

goingfortherapyandallmovinghereforherto

protectherinsecurities...butyoudidn'tthinkabout

me,aboutusandourfriendship"

Zeke:"that'sallIwasthinkingaboutcominghere

actually,itwasbecauseofyou"

Me(perplexed):"wait,what?"

Zeke:"yeah,IfelthorribleaboutyouandTrue,andI

figuredifIwasfarawayfromyou,youandhimwill

getthechancetorekindlewithoutmeinthepicture,

IwastheissuethatgotbetweenthetwoofyousoI

tookmyselfoutoftheequation,Irealizedhow

muchyoulovehimandIfeltreallybadforrobbing

youofthat,Ichosetomoveheresowecanboth

livepeacefulliveswithoutourfriendshipcoming



betweenourrelationships"

Me:"youdidn'thavetodothatZeke"

Zeke:"NoIdid,whenyouandTruefixthings,you

won'thavenothingtoworryaboutanymoreand

you'llstopvisitingbecauseIknowhowhefeels

aboutme,hehatesme"

Me:"okayhedoesn'thateyou,hejusthateswhatI

did"

Zeke:"nohehatesmetrustmehemadethatvery

clear"

Ifrownlookingathimcuriously

Me:"whatdidhesaytoyou?"

Zeke:"don'tworryaboutit,butIknowbetterthanto

wanttomesswithhimagain,hereallylovesyou"

StillfrowningIshakemyhead

Me:"I'mnotleavingthishoteluntilyoutellme

exactlywhathesaidtoyouthatmakesyousosure

hehatesyou"

Hesighsandwesitbythebed



Zeke:"hetoldmetobreakmyfriendshipwithyou

beforeyouguysevenstartedhavingproblems,butI

didn't,andthenaftertheweddingsaga,whenIwent

toexplainsomethingsthatIdidwithyououtof

spite,hebeattheshitoutofme,wasverycloseto

killingmeandtoldmethathehatedmeandaslong

asI'mstillfriendswithyouhewantsnothingtodo

withyou"

Me:"ohreally?"

Zeke:"yeah,Iwould'vedonethesamethoughso

don'tblamehim"

Me:wow,healmostkilledyou?Thatdoesn'tsound

likeTrueatall"

Zeke:"hewasangry"

Me:"Isee,I'msorryhedidthattoyou,andI'msorry

forblamingJordan,Ijustreallymissyou"

Hewrapshisarmovermyshoulder

Zeke:"itwasn'taneasydecisionjustsoyouknow"

Me:"it'sjustsoweirdthatIcan'tjustshowupat

yourplaceatanytimeofthedayandfilmour



videos"

Zeke(laughing):"ImissthoseTikToktrendswe

alwaysjumpedinto"

Ilaughedlightlyandlookedupathimashiseyes

piercedthroughminesmiling,that'sthelookthat

mademefallformybestfriendthinkinghewasinto

mewhilehewasjustbeingcaring

Ionlynoticeafterawhilethatthere'shasbeena

longsilencebetweenoureyecontact

Me:"what?Whyyoulookingatmelikethat?"

Zeke:"I'mjustwonderinghowImissedit,Imust've

beenreallyblind"

Ilookawayfromhiseyes

Me:"missedwhat?"

IaskeventhoughIknewwhathemeant

Zeke:"Ishould'velookedintoyoureyesmore...

maybethingswould'veturnedoutdifferently"

Me:"Ithinkit'sagoodthingyoudidn't,wewouldn't

havelastedasacouple"



Helaughswithhisfistoverhismouth

Zeke:"whyyousaythat?"

Me:"because....Isuckatlove,I'mgoodatbreaking

heartsthough"

Ilaughlookingdownasmyheartclenchedpainfully

Zeke:"hey...

Hetakesmyhand

Zeke:"don'tsaythat,youthehardestlovingpersonI

know"

Ismilesadlylookingathim

Me:"ifthatweretrue...Truewould'vemarriedme,I

wouldn'thavemadehimdoubtmyloveforhim...if

thatweretrue,I'dbehappy"

*Silence*

Helooksawayfrommeprobablyagreeingwithme

andnotsurewhattosay

Istandup

Me:"let'sgo,it'sgettinglate"



Hestandsup

WeweresittingaroundthetableenjoyingJordan's

deliciousmeal,sheisanamazingcookIgiveher

that,Iontheotherhandstillcan'tcooktosavemy

life,Idon'tknowhowmanytimesIalmostkilled

ZekewithmycookingthenumberoftimesIgave

himarunningtummy.

Iinvoluntarilylaughasmemoriesfloodmybrain

Ilookupatthemandtheylookingatmeasthough

I'mcrazy

Jordan:"areyouokaysweetie?"

Ican'thelpbutcontinuelaughingoutloud

Zekelooksatmeforawhilewiththe"whatthefuck"

lookbeforehejoinsinandlaughs,he'sprobably

laughingatmyhorriblelaugh

Jordan:"didImissthejokethroughthesilenceon

thetable?"

Me:"I'msosorry,Ididn'tmeantolaugh,Iwasjust

thinkingaboutsomething...Iwasthinkingabout



howdeliciousyourfoodisandhowluckyZekeisto

havesomeonewhocooksthisgood,Irememberall

thediarrheaheusedtohaveafterpretendingtolike

myfoodallthetime"

Sheburstsintolaughter

Jordan:"ohmygoodness!Whywouldhecontinue

eatingthough?"

Ishrugmyshoulders

Me(laughing):"itbeatsme...Ialwaystrieddifferent

recipesfromtheinternet,followtheexact

instructionsandI'dbesurethatthistimeInailed

it...butnothere'salwaysgonnabetoomuchof

somethingortoolessofsomethingofit'snot

overcookedorundercooked"

Wewerealllaughingoutloudaswecontinued

sharingourcrazyembarrassingstoriesandJordan

wasamusedlaughingandaskingmorequestions.

ShehadherhandonZeke'shandandthat'swhenI

noticedthebeautifulring.Istoppedtalkingas

wordssuddenlystoppedandmytrailofthoughts

froze.



Zeke(faintanddistant):"Naomi?....

Jordan(faintly)....issheokay?...

"Naomi!!....

IstartlewhensomeoneshoutsoutmynameandI

lookupatthem

Zeke:"hey,areyoualright?"

Inodgettingup

Me:"I'msorry....I...Ineedtousethebathroom"

Irunout

"Thebathroomisthatway!!"

Icontinuetryingtogetaway

*****

True:"youokay?"

Isuckonitforawhileandtakeitout,myeyes

widenlookingattheshinydiamondring.

True:"what'sthat?"



Me:"No...nonothisisnothappening...

True:"what'snothappening?"

Ilookupathimwithtearsfallingdownmyface

Me:"it'saring...Ithinksomeonedroppeditby

mistake,ortheygavethewrongorder...or...

True:"sowhyyoucrying?"

Me(tearfully):"Idon'tknow...IknowthisisnotwhatI

thinkitis"

******

MyheartwasbeatinguncontrollablyasIfeltlikeI

wasrunningoutofbreath,itwasthatpaincoming

backagain,thatunbearablepainthatfeltlikebullets

shootingthroughmyheart,IstruggledtobreathasI

gotdownonmyknees.

"Naomi?"

Ifeelhandsonmyshoulders

Istartlelookingbackathim,Iwasoutsidethe

house.

Me(breathingheavily):"I'msosorry,Ididn'tmeanto



ruinthedinner"

Zeke(wipingmytearsIdidn'trealizeIhad):"shhhh,

it'sokay"

Hepullsmeintohisarmshuggingmeasmyhead

restsonhischestandIcalmdownafterawhile

Zeke:"it'salrightnow,yougoingtobeokay,youare

strong,youcangetthroughanything,whateverpain

youfeelingrightnow,it'stemporary,because

there'sstillahugeamountofendlesshappiness

waitingforyou,I'msorry,pleasedon'tcry,"

Igetoffhim

Me:"I'msorryZeke,thispainjustdoesn'tgoawayit

keepsresurfacingnomatterhowhardI'mtryingto

moveon"

Zeke:"maybeyoushouldn'tbetryingtomoveonso

bad,maybeyoushouldbetryingtocontinue

instead...Icanhelpyouwinhimbackyouknow"

Me:"no,he...healreadyaskedforustogetback

together...but...

Zeke:"youafraidhemightbeplayingyouagain?"



Ishakemyhead

Me:"no...I'mafraidI'llmessupandbreakhisheart

again,andgettingbackwithhimonlytodieand

leavehimagain,itwon'tbefair"

Zeke:"whatwon'tbefairisknowinghowshortlifeis

andstillnotlivinglifeandlovingtothefullest,only

leavingbehindsadmemoriesandheartachesthat

werenevermended"

There'ssilenceasIlookathim

Me:"congratulationsonyourengagement"

Hefrownsthencloseshiseyesasifhejustrealized

something

Zeke:"thankyou"

Me:"Iknowitmightnotlooklikeitnow,butIam

veryhappyforyou,youdeservethis,youaretruly

blessedtohavesomeonelikeJordan"

Zeke:"Iloveher...IreallydoloveherNaomi"

Hiseyestwinkleasheadmitsit

Me:"andIseeit,hertoughenduringmercifulloveis



justwhatyouneededinyourlife"

Hesmilesnodding,Ismilelookinginhiseyes

Me:"youarefinallyfindingyourself,it'sallIever

wantedforyou"

Zeke:"webothfindingourselvesandsoonour

heartswillbecontent,Ibelievethesupportgroup

youtoldmeaboutisyourfirststep"

Inodlookingathim

Afterafundinnernight,besidestheminiheart

attackIhad,Iwasbackatthehotelandwas

readingthroughthelettersZekegavemefromhis

mothertohisDad.Itseemsasthoughshereally

lovedthisman.Butwhocoulditbe?Thereare

manyDavidsinPortElizabeth...evenTrue'sdadis

David.Ipauseonthatthought.

******

True:"momwasabusive,sheexchangedmenlike

panties,andthosemenwereabusivetowardsme



aswellbecausethat'showshetreatedme,smoked

allkindsofdrugs,crack,heroin,there'snodrugshe

didn'tknow,Iwasclosewithoneofmyteachersin

schoolandshefoundoutabouthowIwastreated

andcalledsocialservicesandtheytookmetoan

orphanage,neverknewmydadbecausewellmy

momdidn'tknowhimeither"

Me:"yourstorysoundssimilartomyfriend's....you

didn'thaveanysiblings?"

True:"No,Iwastheonlychild,afewyearslaterIran

awayfromtheorphanagetogobacktoherbecause

despitehowshetreatedme,Ilovedher,butshe

wasgone,somesaidshemovedwithherboyfriend,

andsomesaidoneofthedrugdealersshother

becauseshewasn'tabletopayherdebts,Idon't

thinkshe'sstillalive"

*****

Ohnowwaitaminute,couldZeke'sDavidbeTrue's

Davidaswell?IlookattheletteritsaysDavidM.

Nowitmakessense,theMcouldstandforMaseko?



Andhe'sfromPortElizabethaswell.....Ohshit!

.

.

.

*******

Findingourselves

*******

Tobecontinued
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IhadagreattimewithZekeandJordan,wehada

reallyfunweekendandIneverthoughtI'dsaythis

butJordanandIhavesomuchincommon,it'slike

she'sasisterfromanothermother,thewayweclick,

herpersonality.ThemoreIgottoknowherthe

moreIlikedher,nowIseehowZekefellinlovewith

her,she'sawesomeandverykind.Weeven

exchangednumbers.Ihaven'ttoldZekeaboutmy

allegedfindingsonwhohisfathermightbe,Ifirst

havetotalktoTrue'sdad,Idon'tknowhowthatwill

gosinceIhardlytalktohisson.I'llhavetoaskDad

forabitofhelphe'sbeenclosetoTrue'sdadever

sincethelobolanegotiations.Myheartclenchedas

mymindtookmetothelobolanegotiations,whydid

Imentionit?

ButtodayIwasreadytogohomeIwasjustwaiting

formyeveningflightsoIwaschillingatthehotel,I



hadbreakfastandlunchwithZekeearlierbeforehe

droppedmeoffhereasIwantedtofreshenup

beforegettingreadytoleave,he'llcomebackand

fetchmelater.

WhenIarrivedintheroomIwaswelcomedbythe

mostromanticsetupever,Ievenwenttoinquireby

thereceptionthatIthinkIwaslostandtheygave

mekeystothewrongroom,butnopeIwasinthe

rightroomandtheytoldmesomeonedidthaton

purpose.

Iwasstillwiththereceptionistaskingtheaboutthe

someonebutshesaidthepersonwantedtoremain

anonymous,Idon'tknowhowwhenit'smyroom

andIdeservetoknow,whatofthepersonwantedto

plantabombinmyroomorsomething,Ialsocalled

Zekebutourcallcutoffforsomereasonmaybeit

wasnetworkbutIletthembeasIwalkedbackup

tomyroom.Igaspremembering,mybirthday,this

isexactlyhowTruedecoratedourbedroom

WhenIgotininsteadofbeingstartlednowIwalked

infullylookingaroundastherewereabunchofred

balloonsbytheceiling,Ifrownlookingaround,itall



lookedsofamiliar,thiswholesetupeventhebed.

Noway!Thisistoospecific,Iglancedownatthe

chairithadawrappedbox,Iwalkuptoit,ithada

noteontopthatread"openme"Iopeneditandread

it"wantedtogiftyouthislastmonthonour

anniversaryofthedaywefirstofficiallydated,I'm

sorryfortakingthingstoofarandbreakingyour

heart,IpromisedyouI'dneverleaveyou,nomatter

what,andIleft.I'msorry.Pleaseforgiveme.

RememberattheworkcampIonceinvitedyouto

beforewedated,wherewefirstmadeloveandalso

madeMatilda,attheeggandspoongamethatwe

won.IpromisedI'dneverbreakyouregg(heart)but

Ididbreakyoursandyoubrokeminetoo,andsorry

can'tfixit,butwecanchoosetostartover,Ijust

wantedtoknowthatmyeggisfinenowandyou

canhaveitback"

Ismileemotionallyandopentheboxandthere'san

eggandaspoon.Ilaughwithmylipscurvedsadly

asmymindtakesmeback



*******

Instructor:"thiseggactsasyourpartnersheart,so

whateveryoudo,becareful,ifitbreaksyou

breakingtheirheart,thenicethingaboutthegame

isthatyoucanstartover,butinreallife,youcannot

fixabrokeneggnomatterhowmanytimesyousay

sorry"

Me:"youbetternotdropmyheart"

True:"never,hopeyoudon'tdropmine"

Me:"never"

Sheblowsthewhistleandoffwegoashebrings

theeggtomewalkingfastbutsteadyfocusedon

theegg,hegivesittomethenrunsfivefeetaway

frommeasIwalktohimwiththeegg,theothers

followedaswewerehalfway,wemadeitthrough

safelywithoutbreakingtheegg,Iputitdownaswe

highfivedandhuggedinexcitement.

*******

Thedooropens,myheartdropstomystomach

shockedbyhispresence.



True:"hi"

Ihavesomanyquestions,likewhatishedoinghere?

HowdidheknowwhereIstayed?Whatthehellis

allthis?Whilemymindisbusyramblingwanting

answers,myheartiscalmbeatingslowandfastall

atonce.

Me:"hi"

IsallImanagetosayback

True:"canwejustshutouttheworldforaminute,

shutoutthepastandthefutureandjustfocuson

thismoment,andwhatwefeelrightnow,shutout

thefear,thenegativity,andjustfocusonrighthere

andrightnowandwhatwewishforatthismoment"

Inodlookingathimstillstandingbythedoorwith

hishandsbehindhisback.

Hebringshishandtothefrontofhimandhehasan

eggandspoon.Ilaughsilentlythroughmysmile.

Heputstheeggonthespoon

True:"pleaseplaceyoureggonthatspoon"

ItaketheeggandspoonanddoasI'mtold



True:"wegoingtowalktowardseachothernowand

handeachotheroureggs,ifwemakeitwithout

droppingtheeggthenwegiveeachotherasecond

chance,butifitdropsalongtheway,then...wellI

stillwantasecondchancebutwewillgoour

separateways"

Inodagreeingaswebothstartwalkingslowly

towardseachother,myhandswereshakingasI

stoppedcarefulnottodropitandstartedwalking

again,helookedatmewithfearinhiseyesathow

myhandwassoshakyandhepickeduphispaceto

measIonlytookafewsteps,Istophimhalfwayto

me.

Me:"wehavetomeeteachotherhalfway,youcan't

comeallthewaybecauseyoudon'ttrustmetonot

dropyouregg...juststandthere,andI'llmeetyou

halfway"

SomethingIfailedtodowhenweweretogether,I

can'tfailitagain.

HenodsstandingthereandIcontinue,myhands

stillshakingastheeggdropsoutthespoonbutI



quicklycatchitwithmyotherhandandluckilyit

didn'tbreak,webothbreathoutahugesighasIput

itbackinthespoonandfinallymakeittohim.

HesighsinreliefwipinghisforeheadandIlaugh,

hetakestheeggandhandsittomeandIhanditto

him.

Wesmileridiculouslylookingintoeachother'seyes

True:"Ican'tpromiseyouthatIwillnottripand

accidentallybreakthiseggsomeday,butIdo

promisetobeextracarefulwithit,andI'llalwaysbe

upforstartingover,canIkeepthisegg?"

IlookathimforawhileandthewayIwasfeeling

rightnowwasafeelingIhaven'tfeltinalongwhile

Me:"Idon'tknow.....

True:"okay..well,I'mTrueMaseko,originallyfrom

PortElizabeth,bornandbred,butpursuedmyadult

lifeinthemothercityCapetown,whereIfound

dreamsandlovecomingtrue,whereI'vesucceeded

manytimesandalsofailedmanytimes,I'vemet

peoplethatchangedmylifeandpeopleI'veletgo,

someitwasforthebestbutsomewasmybiggest



mistake...andI'mprayingthatJohannesburgthe

cityofGoldhelpsmetakebackhomemytreasure

possession"

Mystupidnaiveheartmeltsspreadingwarmthall

overmybody,mymindnowhereinsitewithit's

logicandquestions,fearsanddoubtsasthoughts

werecompletelyshutoutandmyheartwasrunning

thingsinmyhouse(bodyandmind)rightnow.

Isighshakingmyhead

Me:"it'snicetomeetyouMrMaseko,mynameis...

True:"NaomiNewton,youareasuperstarit'shard

nottoknowyou"

Ismile

Me:"Isee(mumbles)stalkervibes....

Helaughs

Me:"anyway,I'mfromCapetown,born,bredand

everythingelse,mywholelifeisthere,I'vealsomet

peoplewhochangedmylife,Imademistakesand

I'velostsomeofthem..butIhopesomedayIget

themback"



True:"it'sgoodtofinallymeetyou"

Hesmileslookingatmeandtakesoutsomething

fromhispocketandit'sasmalljewelryboxand

goesdownononeknee

Me:"oookaythat'sabittoosoondon'tyouthink"

Helaughsopeningitandit'sanecklace,Ilaugh

hittingmyforeheadforthinkinghewasaboutto

proposetome

Me:"youscaredme"

True:"I'msorry,butthisisaheartnecklaceasyou

cansee...

Hetakesitoutoftheboxandpressesitasit

separateslookinglikeabrokenheartsplitintwo

andhandsmethehalf

True:"fornow,pleasekeepthishalf,whenput

together,itreads,mylovetoyouIgivemyheart"

Whenseparatedmyhalfhadthewords...toyou...my

heart,whilehishalfhad...mylove...Igive.

Itwasbeautifulandgoldincolour



True:"thisismegivingyoumyheartasbrokenasit

maylook,andaskingthatyougivemeyoursas

brokenasitlooks,sothatwhenwegettogether,

andclipthemtogetherthey'llmakeawhole,two

halvesmakeawhole,andyourheartwithmyheart

makeonesoul...Icannotcontinuelivingwithoutyou,

pleaseacceptmyheart"

I'msoweak!Fuck!Iwasalreadyintearsand

flushedbyhiswords,whydoeshehavetobethis

smooth?Fuckit!Inod

Me:"okay"

True:"youwill?"

Inodandhehasabiggrinonhisfaceashegetsup

True:"canIputitaroundyourneck?"

Inod,Iturnaroundgivingmyback,hisarmcome

aroundme,Iwatchhishandasthecoldnecklace

andhishandsrestsonmybareskinandmybreath

hitches,Imovemyhairtothefrontasheclipsinon

theback.Iholdthebrokenheartpendantlookingat

it.



Iturnaroundlookingathim,Itaketheotherhalfof

thebrokenheartnecklaceandItrytoputitonhim

Me(laughs):"wait,I'llhavetogetonthebed,youtoo

tall"

HechucklesaswewalktothebedandIgetontop

ofitasheturnshisbackonme,Iwrapmyarms

aroundhisneckandIputthenecklacearoundhim

lockinginthenecklace,Ibrushoffhisshouldersa

bit

Me:"done"

HeturnsaroundfacingmeIlookdowntryingtoget

offthebed

True:"letme...

Hewrapshisarmsaroundmythighspickingmeup,

hisfacesoclosetomycoochieandslowlysliding

medownuntilwewerefacetofacehisarmsnow

aroundmywaist,Iquicklyremovemyarmsfrom

hisshouldersandheletsgoofmetakingastep

back

Me:"this...(pointingatthebothofus)...thesetwo



hearts,it'lltakemorethanjustthismomenttoget

usbacktowherewewere"

True:"Idon'twanttogetbacktowherewewere"

Ifrownlookingathimconfused

True:"idon'twantusgoingbacktoanything,from

hereon,webecomemorethanwhatwewere,

okay?"

Ilookathimforawhileandthereitwas,thatfear

makingmyheartrace.

ButIthinkthistimeI'llignoreit

Me:"okay"

True:"okay?"

Me(smiling):"okay"

True(sighs):"okay"

Hegetscloseragain,okayifthismandoesnotkeep

hisdistance,ohLordsohelpmeGod

Hetakesmyhalfheartpendantandlocksitwithhis

andourwordsjoinandtheheartlookswholeagain

althoughithasthecrackwhichjustshowsthat



one'saheartgetsbrokennomatterhowmuchit

healswithtime,thecrackswillalwaysbethere.

True(lookingintomyeyes):"whentwoheartsbeat

asone"

Ismilelookingdownatthenecklace,itdoesfeel

likeourheartsbeatasone,IhatehatethatI'mthis

smittenbythisman,Ihavetolethimsweatforme

totakehimbackagainlikehedidtome,butIjust

can't,myheartwon'tletme,beinghumanis

frustratingsometimes!

Ilaughatmyself

Me:"butjustsoyouknow,Ihaveaninemonthold

babyandI'mpregnantsodoyouthinkyoucan

handlethat?"

True:"Ihaveababysontoo,wecouldmakethisa

familything"

Ifoldmyarmssmirking

Me:"okayIhavecancer"

True:"I'llbewithyoueverystepoftheway"

Me:"Imightdietomorrow"



True:"Imightdietoday,nooneeverknowsbut,I'll

holdourmemoriesverydeartomyheartandraise

ourkidsforus"

Ishakemyhead

Me:"I...Ihavetoshavemyhair...I'llbebaldsoon"

True:"I'llhelpyoushaveitoff,I'msureyou'llstillbe

beautifulifnotevenmore"

IlookdownasmycheeksheatupI'msuretheyred

ashellrightnow

True:"isthatall?"

Me:"ohI'mcurrentlyseeingsomeone,he'sbeen

verycharming,soyouhavecompetitiongrandpa"

Imissedcallinghimthat

Hechucklesandrollshiseyes

True:"lookaroundyoukid,ishereallycompetition?"

Ilookaroundtheromanticallydecorated,the

balloons,theflowers,thebrokenheartshapedrose

petalsonthebed,thestrawberriesandthecream,

thechampagneandlastlymyeyeslandonhis



chest,hisnecklace.Ismile,he'sstillthemost

romanticmanI'veevermet,Pabalodoesn'tcome

close.

Me:"okay,maybenot,butIhaven'tknownhimlong

enoughtofindout"

True:"andyoudon'thaveto"

Ishrugmyshoulders

HepullsmeintohisarmsGodknowsImissed

beinginthem

True:"wegoingtotakethingsatthepaceourhearts

leadustotakethem,Idon'twanttowasteanymore

timewithoutyouinmylife,Idon'twanttoholdback

theloveIhavetosharewithyou,pleaseletsnot

restricteachotheranylonger,please"

Iwrapmyarmsaroundhisnecknodding

Me:"Idon'twanttoholdbackeither"

Hemoveshisfacecloserlookingatmylips,my

eyesdropfromhiseyestohislipsastheyget

closer,Iclosemyeyesandweshareadeep

passionatekiss,hisarmsgrippingtighteraround



mywaiststickingourbodiestogetherasmyhand

cupshisfacewhiletheotherexploreshisstrong

biceps.HisbodypushingmebackasIstagger

backwardstowardsthebedIfallonmybackonthe

bedashegetsbetweenmylegslookingintomy

eyesbeforekissingmeonceagainIfeelthemoist

buildingupmypussyasmybeanvibratesatthe

feelingofhishardpipepressedagainstme.

Icomebacktomysensesasmybrainsomehow

comesbackfrombeingshutoutandIpulloutof

thekiss,breathingheavilywelookintoeachother's

eyes

Me:"okay...Ijustmetyoudude"

Helaughsgettingoffme

Me:"I'msorrybut...it'sstilltoosoon"

Henodsunderstanding

True(lickinghislips):"Iunderstand,sorryIgot

caughtupinthemoment"

Goshhislipstastesogoodthough

Me:"thesestrawberriesarelookingsogoodthough"



Isaytakingonefromthewhitebowl,Ispraythe

whippedcreamonitandtakeabite

Me(eyesclosed):"mmhhsojuicyandsweet"

True:"caretoshare?"

Ishakemyhead

Me:"No...mine"

Hourswentbyofuschillingonthebedtalkingand

talking,Ithoughtthingswouldbeawkwardbutit

feltlikewe'veneverbeenapart,Itoldhimabout

everythingthat'sbeengoingonwithme,losingmy

hair,thesupportgroup,howI'mforgettingmy

motherandalltheotherdarkthoughtthatI'venever

sharedwithanyone.Istilldon'tknowhowheeasily

getsthesethingsoutofmewhenIfindithardto

talkaboutthem.

Me:"I'vebeenprocrastinatingshavingmyhead,I'm

notready"

True:"waithereI'llberightback"

Hesaysgettingupfromthebed



Me:"whereyougoing?"

True:"I'llberightback"

Heheadsoutofthebedroom

.

.

.

ZEKE

.

.

.

Me:"Ileftheratthehotel,shethinksI'llactuallygo

fetchherlatertotakehertotheairport"

Jordan(laughs):"didTruesetupeverything?"

Me:"yeahhedid,sheevencalledmetotellmethat

thehotelgaveherthewrongroom,butIhangupon

herwhileshewasstilltalkingbeforeIstarted

soundingsuspicious"

Jordan:"ohman,Trueissoadorable,toflyallthe



wayheretoclaimbackhisgirl"

Me:"I'mgladthistimeIcouldhelphim,maybeI'll

getbacktohisgoodbooks,Ihopeshedoesn'tlet

fearstopherfromgettingherhappilyeverafter"

Jordan:"haveyouseenTrue?She'lljustgetlostin

thoseeyesandforgeteverything"

Ifrownlookingather

Me:"doyouwanttomarryhimtoo?"

She'sthrownintoafitlaughingasifIsaidsome

joke

Jordan(laughing):"ncoooyousocutewhenyou

jealous,don'tworrybabe,Ionlyhavethehotsfor

you"

Me(involuntarysmiling):"youbetter,becauseIkilla

niggar"

Shejustlaughsandkissesmylipswhichturnsinto

adeeperkissasIpressherdownonthecouch

.

.



.

NAOMI

.
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.

It'sbeenanhourandIwasreadytoleavemyflight

leavesinanhour.Ihavetogettotheairport.

IcheckthetimeandIwasstartingtogetworried

andabitscared,wasthishissickwayoffoolingme

onceagain?Wouldhereallytravelallthiswayto

justbreakmyheartlikethis?Heleftwithhisphone

andtherewasnothingofhisinherethatshowed

he'dcomeback,hewasn'tevenpickinguphis

phone.Iwastorn,Ifeelsostupid!Howcouldthis

manbethisevil!?

TearswerealreadystreamingdownmyfaceasI

gatheredallmystuff,Itookoffthemeaningless

necklaceandthrewitonthefloorasIwalked

towardsthedoor,Iopenit

True:"whereyougoing?"



Me:"you...youcameback?"

Hefrownsinconfusion

True:"ofcourseIcamebackIsaidI'dbeback"

Hisexpressionchangestoconcernashenotices

thetearsonmyface

Me:"myflightleavesinanhour,Ihavetogo"

True:"wait,youthoughtIwouldn'tcomebackafter

everythingthatjusthappenedrightnow?"

Me:"whatwasIsupposedtothink,youoncesaida

lotaboutstartingoveronlytostartotwithanother

woman"

Hewalksintheroomclosingthedoor

Hespotsthenecklaceonthefloorandpicksitup

True:"IwasseriousabouteverythingIsaid,nomore

funnybusiness,please,trustme"

Ishakemyheadfeelingevenmorestupid

Me:"I'msorry,Ipanicked,youweregoneforsolong,

didn'ttellmewhereandyouweren'tpickingupmy

calls"



True:"I'mherenow,okay?Forreal"

InodasIturnmybackonhim

Me:"canyoupleaseputitback?"

Hechucklesputtingdownwhateverhewas

carryingandputtingmynecklacebackbefore

turningmearoundtofacehim

True:"I'msorryIscaredyou"

Me:"Ioverreacted"

True:"Iknowit'sgoingtotakeawhilebeforewecan

trusteachotheragain,butwecanworkitout"

Inodagreeing

Me:"yes,wecan"

True:"pleasesitdown,westillhavetime,I'lltakeyou

hometomorrowmorning,Icamewiththejet"

Irollmyeyes

Me:"okaybutyouowemethemoneyIboughtthat

ticketwith"

True:"I'llpayyouback"



Me:"good"

Iwasinagoodmoodagainabittooquick

Ithrowmyselfbackonthebedsettlingonmyside

restingmyfaceonmyhandlookingathimcarrying

aboxofGodknowwhat

Me:"what'sthat?"

HeputsitonthebedandIrealizedwhatitwasas

myheartsank

Me:"hairclipperblades"

Hewalksuptomehelpingmestandup

True:"shavingyourheadshouldn'tbesomething

youfeelembarrassedabout,infact,itisabold

statementtoyourcommitmenttoacancerfree

futureandaverypowerfulwaytoraiseawareness,

youarefamous,youarearolemodeltomanyfans,

imaginehowmanyofthemareprobablygoing

throughwhatyougoingthrough,andifyoucould

rockthatheadlikethequeenyouare,you'dbe

savingsomanylivesofpeoplewhoareprobably

ashamed,embarrassedorscaredtofighttheir



cancerfiercelylikeyou.Younotonlyinspiringand

savingthelivesofmanybutalsoforyourself,don't

letthisillnesstakeoveryou,youshowitwho'sboss

andfightforyourlifeboldlyandproudly,foryour

kids,don'thidelikeit'ssomethingtobeashamed

about,youdidn'tchoosethis!You'llseethatyouare

notalone,you'llprobablywinoverevenmorefans,

insteadofseeingthisasaweakness,lookatitasa

superpower,youhavesomuchinfluencetothe

world,fightthisbattlewitheveryoneelse,andeven

ifittakesyoudownattheend,youwould'velefta

markandsureashellbeatenitthroughmanyother

peopleoutthere....

Iwasstartingintohiseyesashespokecourage

intomyheart,ashespokeIsawmywholelifeand

everythinghewassayingthroughhiseyesplaying

outlikeamovie,Isawmyselfinspiringpeople,I

sawmyselfraisingawarenessallovertheworld,I

sawtheheroIcouldbe...Ismilelookingatthe

passionandthefaithinhiseyesashespokeandit

wastransferringrightthroughintome,myspirit

feelinguplifted



True:"youareastrongwomanNewton,andyou

shouldn'tletanyoneoranythingcontrolyourlife

besidesyou,youunderstandme?"

Inodvigorously

Me:"youright...Ihavenothingtobescaredof"

True:"absolutelynothing,andifyoueverfeelscared,

nomatterhowmuchwemightfight,youcanalways

cometome,andI'llholdyourhands(takingmy

handsintohis)

AndI'llremindyouofjusthowpowerfulyouare"

Inod,hewipesoffmytears.

WeweresittingInfrontofthebigmirrorbytheopen

space,whichhadaglasswallshowingtheviewof

thebeautifulwithbuzzingcars,peopleupanddown

thetownandthesunslowingstartingtosetashe

cutmyhairwithscissors,itwasnowuptomyneck,

Icouldn'tstopthetearsasIlookedatmyself

throughthemirror,itwasn'tjustaboutthehairbutit

wasdeeperthanthatanditbrokemyheart,he



lookedatmethroughthemirrorandmassagedmy

shoulderpassingthecourageintomeonceagain,I

nodandhecontinuesasheswitchedtheblades

andstartedshavingmyhairoffarowatatimeandI

watcheditfallintomyhandsandonthefloor,he

gavemeaproudsmileandIsmiledback.

Afterawhilewhilemyheadwasnowbaldandshiny

ashewashedandcleanedmeup,Iwasstaringat

myselfinthemirrorashestoodbesideme.

Me(laughs):"Ilooksoweird!"

True:"ifonlyyousawyourselfthroughmyeyes,

you'dactuallybefallingsofuckingdeeplyinlove

withyourightnow"

Myheartflattersallthewaydowntomystomach

asIlookathim.

Me:"thankyouTrue"

Hestandsbehindmeandhugsmewithhisheadon

thecrookofmyneck

True:"IloveyouNaomi"



Myheartpoundsagainstmychest,Iknowforsure

thatIstillverymuchlovehimaftertodaybutwere

werushingintothisagain?Butwhocaresabout

that?We'velostsomuchtimealready,maybewe

shouldgowiththepaceofourheartbeats

Hiseyeslookawayfrommewithabitofsadness

True:"I'msorry,we'lltakethingsslow"

Me:"Iloveyoumore...Iloveyou"

Helooksatmethroughthemirrorforawhileashis

facelitsupandhesmileskissingmyneck

Me:"I'mstillgettingaweavethough"

Isaylaughingandhesighsrollinghiseyesand

lettinggoofme

True:"Igiveuponyouhonestly,Iwastedallmy

wordsofmotivation"

IlaughevenlouderathisdefeatedvoicesoI

continueannoyinghim

Me:"goodthingIcanchooseanylengthformyhair

now,whatdoyourthink?30inch?Orbetteryet60

inch,damnI'lllookflawless,helpmechoose"



HelaughssittingonthefloorInfrontofthebedby

thesoftmatandIjoinhimsittingnexttohimstillin

stitcheslaughing

Ourlaughterdiesdownafterawhile

True:"ifIknewthisishowyoulookwithashaved

head,Iwould'velongpersonallyshaveditoff

myself,it'sactuallyquiteaturnon"

Me(blushing):"ohisitnow?"

Iasklookingintohiseyesashelooksrightback

intomine

.

.

.
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It'sbeentwoweeksandthingshavebeengoing

goodsofar,therapywasprovingtonotbesucha

badideaandhelpedmeopenupmoretostrangers

aboutthingsthatfrightenedme,LordknowsIhate

sharingwiththeworldaboutthisthatmakeme



scared,Iprefertheworldtoseemeasjustahappy

solewithnicelifeproblems.ButIguessthatwas

notexactlybeingtruetheworldandmyself.Idida

liveonmyInstagramandFacebookshowingmy

baldheadandtalkingaboutmycancer,andthelove

Iwasgettingwasbeyondmeasure,Iwaswaitingon

theworldtolaughatmeandmakefunofme,but

peoplewerereallyouttherebeingtouchedbymy

journey,I'mgladthataperson'shealthsituationis

stillsomethingthatpeoplearesensitiveto,even

thoughtherewillbethosefewtrollsbutmajorityof

peopleweresupportive.

ThingsbetweenTrueandI,theygoodhe'sreally

beenmypillarandhasjustbeenhissweetself,I

stillhaven'tboughtuptheZekeissueandZeke

doesn'treallycareaboutfindinghisfather,hesaid

itdoesn'tmatterhedoesn'tneedhim,Iaskedhim,

whataboutmarriage,he'sgettingmarriedsoonhe'll

needhimbithearguedJordaniswhiteandthat

doesn'treallymatterontermsoflobola.Ilethimbe,

Iwanttofirstdomyowninvestigationbeforeletting



himknow.

Todaywasourseconddoctor'sappointmentsince

wefoundoutIwaspregnant,wedidletkarabo

knowthatwewillnotbeneedingheranymore,even

thoughitwasillegaltopaysurrogatesforbeing

surrogatesbutwedidgivehersomethingtothank

herforherwillingness.

Iwassurprisedbyhowmybellywasstartingto

showsosoonandI'monlyatsevenweeks,haven't

evenfinishedthesecondmonthandIwasalready

lookinglikehowIlookedatthreemonthspregnant

withMatilda,mybabyisinarush,ohmywhatifI'm

havingoneofthosehugebabies,whatisitcalled

again?Fetalmicrosomia,thebabycomesoutgiant

andfat,ohGodwillIevenhaveavaginaleft?The

growthisreallyscaryandIdon'twanttoeven

mentionthemorningsicknesses,thecravingsand

theamountoffoodIeat,thefatigue,arghit'sgoing

tobealongninemonthsI'mcryingjustthinking



aboutit.

Iwipemytears,ohshit,Ireallyamcrying.Ilaughat

myselfwipingmytears.

"OkaaayI'lljustpretendIdidn'tseethat"

Ilookupathim

Me(laughing):"ohheyDaddy"

Dad:"areyouokay?Isawyousadcryingthenthe

nextminuteyoulaughing,iseverythingokay

sweetie?"

Ilaughathowhe'slookingatmelikeI'msome

insaneperson

Me:"I'mfineDad,justhavealotofthoughtsrunning

throughmymind"

Dad:"wannashare?"

Ishakemyhead

Me:"nottoday,I'mgoodDad"

Dad:"okay,(frowns)isthatpeanutbutterand

pickles?"



Me:"ohmygoshyes,it'sweirdlysogood"

Dad:"youhatepickles,youalwaystakethemoutof

yourburgers"

Me:"turnsoutIwasmissingout,picklesarelife,the

sournessmmmh!"

Helooksatmewithaconcernedfrownonhis

forehead

Therewasacallfromthegateintercom

ThatmustbeTrue,mytummyfluttersinexcitement

asIstanduptogettheremoteandIopenthegate,

indeeditwashimasthescreenthatshowed

throughoutsidecameraszoomedhim.He'sso

handsomeeventhroughblackandwhitelenses.

Iopenthedoorassoonashegetsbythedoorand

throwmyselfintohisarmsashepicksmeup

holdingmewithmylegstightlywrappedaroundhis

waist,Irestmyheadonhisshoulder,Ienjoythis

momentsasmuchasIcouldbecausesoonitwon't

beeasyforhimtocarrymelikethis.

It'sbeentwodayssinceI'veseenhim,



True(whispers):"Imissedyou"

Me(whispers):"Imissedyoutoo"

HefinallyputsmedownafterawhileandIlethim

inthehousetogreetmyDad

True:"Molweniekhaya"

Dad:"Molonyanaujani?"

IlookatDad,I'veneverheardhimspeakXhosa

since,damnIdon'tevenrememberbutIknowhe

usedtospeakitwithmom,Iwasactuallysurprised

byhowfluenthewas

True:"aindikhonatataakhontoembi,kunjanikuwe?"

IwasgettingheartpulsationsandI'mnottalking

abouttheheartbeatinmychest,whenTruespeaks

XhosaIjustwanttojumponhimeverytime,itwas

thehottestthingever,speciallyifheishaving

seriousconversationsorisabitmadabout

something,itjustmakesmewanttoshout"Yes

Sir!!"ButobviouslyIcan'tshowmythirstiness

InfrontofDad.



IleavethemtalkingasIheadupstairstoDad's

bedroom,Matildahasherowncribthere,whenI'm

atdad'splaceIgetabreakmostnightsandthey

sleepwithher,shecanbeahandfulsometimes,but

atleastnowshe'slearningtofullysleepthroughout

thenightandnotkeepwakingupforthebottleshe

onlyusesonebottlethroughthenightandnottwo

anymoresothat'sgood,yoh!Babiesareso

stressful,verycutebutdamntheycanreallyget

intoyouremotions,I'dfindmyselfcryingwhen

Matildaishavingabaddayandisjustcrying

throughoutthedayforeverythingandsometimes

I'mnotevensurewhatshewants,sohavingDad

andAuntBethreallyhelpswhenIjustwanttogeta

breakeventhoughit'sneverafullbreakbecauseI

stilltakecareofmybaby,butwithmorehelpitis

easier,singleparentsIcondemnyou.Truebetter

neverleavemealoneagain,Iwonderhowhe

handleditbyhimselfbecausehe'salsotakingcare

ofaninfant,butIguesswiththehelpofSihlehe's

alright.IfindBethsleepingpeacefullywithMatilda

besidesheralsosleeping,shealwaysknowshowto

knockheroff,ifIneedTildatosleepAsapItakeher



toBeth,she'llbeasleepintenminutes.

IclimbthebedandBethopenshersleepyeyes

Beth(lazysmile):"hey"

Me(whispering):"hi,Ijustcameforher"

Isaywakingherupwithkissesalloverherface

untilsheopenshereyes,whooaaathosebiggrey

eyeshitmeeverytimeandthosethicklonglashes,

mybabyisthecutest!Ikisshermoreticklingheras

shegiggles,sheyawnsandstretchesherlittlebody,

herstretchingisthemostadorablethingever

Me(smiling):"goodmorningmysunshine,good

morningmyprincess,hello,howareyoumy

baba...mytildatilda"

Shesmilesblushinglylookingatmeshowingme

hergummysmilewithherlittletwobottomteeth.

Thisiswhymybabyhasbeensickshe'steething

andit'stheworstpainforher,butshe'sgoodfor

now,sometimeshertemperatureishigherthan

usualbutwehavemedicationforherandthingsto

helpwithheritchygums.



Ipickherupasshe'slaughingexcitedasthough

shehasn'tseenmeinweeks

Beth:"shemissedmommy"

Me:"Imissedyoutoomybaby,doyouwannago

seedaddy?Let'sgoseedaddy"

Shescreamsplayfullymakingbabblingsoundsand

sometimeshumming,it'sabummerthatshecan

saydadabutcan'tsaymamaeventhoughshe

blabberssomuchinaudiblethings,sheactually

saiddadaatsixmonthsbutitwasmoreof

dadadadadadathanjustdada,nowit'sjustdada,

sometimesshe'llsayitrandomlysometimesshe'll

sayitwhenyousayitfirst.Butshe'slearninghow

tocopysoundssomaybesoonI'llhearamama.

Sighs.Littleungratefulchildifonlysheknewthe

painIenduredcarryingherandpushingherinto

thisworldandshebetraysmelikethis.Butwhat

canIsay.IlovemyGirl.

Wewalkdownthestairstowardstheloungeafter

packingvaluablestuffforher,herdaddyistaking



usoutforthedaysowe'llneedsomechanging

stuffandfoodforher.Ihandhertoherfatherand

sheimmediatelyjumpsexcitedlyonhim

True(laughing):"heeeeyyprincess!Lookatyouso

grown!...

Shescreamssoloudlyjumping

Me:"Goshmypoorears!...

True:"don'tmindmommyshe'sjealous,wowit'slike

yougroweveryday,herfeatureskeepchanging,one

dayshelookslikemommythenextshelookslike

hergrandad....myfeaturesarereallyvisiblenow..

Me(laughing):"babieschangeallthetime,butthose

earsnoseandlips,that'sallyou"

True:"eishtheselittleearsthoughit'slikeshestole

themfromme"

Dad(laughing):"evenherskintone,she'snotaslight

asbeforemaybeshe'llgrowtobecarameltoned"

Me:"yeah,butshe'sstillfaircomeondadshe'sjust

tanbecauseoftheheat"

True:"haikalokui'melaninekatataayidlalikanjalo"



(Herdaddy'smelaminedon'tplay)

Welaugh

True:"andithibaba...sayyestata...saytata...

Matilda:"dada!Dadadadadada!....

Welaughoutloud

True:"anditshongoukbadadandithetata...Ta-Ta!...

Matilda(screamsexcitedly):"Dadaaaaaaaa....

Icouldn'thelpitIwasinstitches

True(laughing):"we'llgetthereeventually,shehas

toalsolearnXhosawhileshe'sstillyoung"

Dad:"goodthingyoutwowillbothbestayingwith

hernow"

True:"yeah...hopefully,whenmadamhereisready

though"

Dad:"ofcourse,nopressure,justsaying"

Ismileawkwardly,wehaven'ttalkedaboutmoving

backtogetheryet,I'mnotsureit'swhatIwantatthe

momentandthat'swhyIhaven'tboughtitupto



TrueandIthinkhecansensethatbecauseheonce

saidsomethingabouthecan'twaithavingmeback

"home"andIchangedthetopicafterthathe'snever

boughtitup.ButIguesswe'llhavetotalkaboutit

soon.

Wewerenowontheroadtothedoctor,hisright

handonthewheelwhilehislefthandisonin

betweenmythighs.OldhabitsneverdieIguess.I

smileandbrushmyhandonhis.Helooksatme

andmyeyescaughthimashesmiledandIsmiled

back.Matildawasbusyblabbingandsinging

(humming)whileclappingherhandsattheback

True:"ourprincessisinagoodmoodtoday?"

Me:"yeap,shegotagoodrestafterIbatheher"

True:"shestilllovesthewaterIsee"

Me:"toomuch"

Hishandmovestomybelly

True:"whyislittlemanintheresobigalready"

Me(laughs):"youcanseeittoo?Ithinkwegoingto



haveafetalmicrosomiababy"

True(confusedfrown):"what'sthat?

Me:"it'soneofthosereallybigbabies,they

extremelychubby,theyarebornweighingmore

thananormalnewbornbabywouldweigh,like

4.5kgormoretheycanweigh5kg"

True:"dammmmIdidn'tknowaboutthat,howdid

youknoworthinkaboutthat?"

Me:"IsawthisladyonTikTok,sheshowsherbaby

andshe'ssobigandchubby,butIdidmyresearch

onthatafterseeingherandit'scompletelynormal,

thosebabiesareusuallybornveryhealthylikeany

normalbabyit'sjustthattheybigger"

True:"Ohh,maybeyouarecarryingafetal

micro...whatwhat...that'swhyyourbellyisgetting

bigsoearlybecauseIrememberwithMatildayou

onlystartedshowinglikethisatlikethreetofour

months"

Me:"imaginehowI'llbebythen?Hopefullyheorshe

doesn'tgrowanybiggerafterfivemonths"



Helaughstakinghishandoffmetochangegears

beforerestingitbackonmythigh

True:"didyouseethegoodiesIgotforyouatthe

back?"

Me(smilingwidely):"Noooletmesee"

Iturntoreachforthebigplasticbringingittothe

front

Ilookinsideandthere'sabunchofallthejunksI've

beencraving,Ismilehappily

Me:"baaabe!Yougoingtomakemefat,theysaywe

shouldn'tentertainthecravingsifwewantourbody

tobounceback"

True:"butyouliterallycrytearswhenyoudon'tget

whatyoucravingatthatmoment,andhaveyou

heardyourselfwhenyouangry?Ha-ahsisiplease

mnaIwanttobeonyourgoodbooksduringthis

hormonalseason"

Ilaughputtingbacktheplasticattheback

Me:"I'mnotthatbadmylove,youactinglikeI

becomesomemonster"



Hesideeyesmewithhisbrowsraisedasthoughhe

saying"ifyousaysobutweknowthetruth"Iburst

intolaughter

Wecontinuetalkingaboutthebaby,mymoodsand

otherlightconversationshavingagoodtimeuntil

wereachedthehospital,wewerefirstgoingtostart

atmyoncologistformynextappointmentdateand

acheckup,beforesettingdatefornexttreatment,

wefirstdoscansandbloodtestsforexamination

purposes.

TruewassittingwithMatildawhowasstillplayful

andenergetic.WhileIwasgoingundertheMRIfor

bodyscanandtakenbloodsamples.Beingunder

therewastheworstthingeverytimebecauseInever

knewwhattheygoingtofindandthefactthat

there'sababynowjustmakesmemorescared.I

tooklongerthanusualintherealmostanhour,

maybeit'sbecauseofthepregnancy,itisvery

uncomfortablebeinginthatsmallspace.

Afterthedoctorwasdonewithme,wewereinhis



officewaitingwholehewasbusyinhislaboratory

withmyscans.

Icheckthetime,wearegoingtobelateforour

appointmentwithourObstetricianandshe'sina

differentplace.

Me:"wegoingtobelatewehavethirtyminutestobe

there"

True:"Iwonderwhat'stakingsolong"

Me:"hedoesn'tusuallytakethislong,it'slikedelays

alwayshavetohappenwhenyouhaveother

importantthingstodo,whenIcomehereandinno

rush,thingsarealwaysquick"

Hechucklesatmyannoyance

True:"it'sokaybaby,I'msureourOBwill

understand"

Me(annoyed):"Idon'twanttostandinalineTrue,

that'swhyImakeappointmentsforareason,lines

belongandsometimesthedoctorgoeshome

withoutevenseeingyouifyouhavenoappointment

(heated)...imaginewastingourtimethatwe



plannedperfectlylikethat!?Andwestillhavea

wholedayplannedaheadasafamilybuttheybusy

wastingourdamntime..whatcouldpossiblybe

takingthemsodamnlong..wehavethingstodo

phela!...

Heholdsmyhand

True:"sthandwasam...ndijonge"(lookatme)

Ilookathimandhiscalmexpression

True:"hliselaumoyababy"(calmdownbaby)

Ibreathlookingathim,doeshehavetocommand

meinXhosathough,nowIforgotwhatIwaseven

angryabout

True:"wehaveallthetimeintheworld"

Me(closeseyesandsighwhispering):"whatifwe

don't"

Thesescansarescarybecausethedoctorcan

comeandtellmethatthetreatmentwillonlybe

affectivefortwomoremonths,orthecancerhas

spreadtoomuchandIhaveaweektolive.Idon't

wanttodiewithmybaby.Iwanttomeetherorhim.



True:"don'tthinklikethat"

Me(tearsescapemyface):"that'swhytheytakingso

long,it'sbadnewsIcanjustfeelit"

HepullsmecloserasIsinkintohischestnextto

Matildaashertinyhandstouchmyheadandshe

makessadnoises

True:"shhh,everythingisgoingtobeokaymylove,

let'snotbenegativeMatildacanfeelitandI'msure

ourjumbobabyintherecanfeelittoo,havesome

faith,atleastforthem"

Iwipemytearscarefullynottoruinmymakeup

completelyasIsitup

Me:"youright,I'msorry"

True:"nononodon'tbesorry,youscaredandthat's

okay,justholdmyhand"

Ibingmyhandclosertohisandwelockthem

togetherbetweenourfingers.

ThedoctorfinallywalksinandIsighwithaheavy

heart

Doctor:"I'msosorrytokeepyouwaitingforsolong"



True:"it'sokaydoctor,youonlydoingyourjob"

Inodagreeing

Helooksatusasthoughhedoesn'tknowhowto

saywhathehastosay

Me:"pleasejustlayitonme,Icantakeit"

Doctor:"Ihadtoreallyobserveyourx-raysandthe

MRIscansaswellasyourbloodtests,andtheyall

showthesameresults,Idon'tknowhowthisis

possible....

Truesqueezesmyhandandmyfootstopstapping

asIwasshaking,Iknowdeathwillcomesoon,but

couldGodreallytakemethissoon?I'mnotreadyto

leaveallofthis

IlookatTrueandmydaughterasmyotherfree

handrestsonmybelly,tearsburningmyeyes.

We'veallbeenwaitingforthisday,weknewitwould

come,whenthetreatmentwillstopworkingandthe

diseasetakesmylife.Ifocusbackonthedoctoras

heexplainsalotofthingsbeforegettingtothepoint

True:"pleasedoc,yousaidalotbutwedon'tspeak



doctorlanguage,sowhatdoesallthismeanin

simpleEnglish?"

Doctor(sighs):"itmeansthatyourcancerisin

remission"

Us(inunison):"remission?"

Doctor:"itisactuallyverygoodnews,cancer

remissioniswhenthere'seitherlittlesignsorno

signofcancerinyourbody,thereispartial

remissionandcompleteremission,partialiswhen

thetreatmenthaskilledmostofyourcancercells

butyoustillhavesomeinyourbodybutthetumor

hasshrunktoatleasthalfit'soriginalsizeorhasn't

grownanybiggermeaningit'sstableandyoucan

livewithouttreatmentorverylittledosesof

treatmentorothermedicines,whilecomplete

remissioniswhenallsignsofcancerandit's

symptomsaregonefromyourbodycompletely"

Myheartispoundinguncontrollablylookingatthe

doctortoexplainmoreasI'mstillconfusedand

don'twanttogettooexcited

Doctor:"inyourcaseitseemsasthoughitseemsas



thoughit'scompleteremission,nosignsofthe

diseaseshowuponanytests"

True(indisbelief):"hercancerisgone!?"

Thedoctornodssmiling

Hescreamsoutinexcitementstandingup

True(excitedly):"Yeessss!!Yeahhh...Ohhhhoooo

thankyouGod!!Ohthankyoufather!!Youare

alwaysfaithfultoyourpromises!!Yohhhbabythat's

greatnews"

Ilookathimlookingatmefilledwithsomuchjoy,

I'veneverseenhimpraisetheLordthatloud,Iknow

he'sabelieverbuthealwaysprayssilentlyandhe

postsbibleversesandpreachingvideosonhis

WhatsAppstatusesonSundays,Idon'tknowhow

toactI'minshock,Ihavetobedreaming,this

momentI'veonlyseeninmydreams

Me:"pleasetellmeI'mnotdreaming,doctorareyou

sure?"

Doctor:"positiveIevencalledintwomoredoctors

forsuretyandsecondthirdopinions...butyoustill



havetocomeforregularcheckupstomakesure

thediseaseisn'tactiveagain...andwecanhelpyou

stayinremissionsothatthecancerdoesn'tcome

backfromorganizingahealthydietsomeexercises

justkeephealthy"

Tearsarefallingfrommyeyes

Me:"ohmyGod,youarereallyserious?Mycanceris

cured?"

Doctor:"werefrainfromusingcured,it'son

remission,congratulations,youcanfocuson

havingahealthybabywithnochemoordangerous

treatmentstoharmorcausecomplicationstoyour

pregnancy"

Truegivesthebabytothedoctorandhelpsme

standupgivingmeabighug

Asmilefinallyformedonmyface.

ThiswasthebestdayofmylifeandIcouldn'thave

askedforanyonebetterbymyside

True:"Ididnotfastandprayforallthosemonthsfor

nothing,GodalwayscomesthroughNaomi,Itold



you,youhavetoalwayshavefaith,nomatterhow

baditgets,miraclesdoexist"

Iwaslaughingemotionallythroughmytears

Me:"Godreallylistens...Ican'tbelieveIeverdoubted

him(crying)...wegoingtoraiseourbabiestogether"

True:"wegrowingoldwithourchipmunksmylove"

Iburrymyfaceinhisnecktakinginthismoment,I'll

forevercherishthismoment

I'llforeverbegratefultoGodandmydoctorsfor

today.

Matildascreamsoutloud,Iturnmyheadaswelook

atherhittingthedoctor'sfacesgrabbinghislips.I

laughthroughthetears,Icouldnotexplainthe

emotionsgoingthroughmymindrightnow

.

.

.

*******

Wherehopegrows,miraclesblossom



*******

Tobecontinued
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TodayexplainedwhyIwokeupinverygoodspirits,

Iwasextrahappyatseeinghertoday,Ithought



maybeitwasbecauseIhaven'tseenherintwo

daysorthatweweregoingtocheckuponourbaby

orthefactthatwewerehavingadateasafamily,

butIguessmyspiritknewwe'dgetgoodnews

todayandMatildawasveryhappytodaytoo,this

explainsitall.

Weweretoolateforourappointmenttodaysowe

postponeditfornextweekaswehadalotplanned

fortheday.

Wewereonthewaytoourspecialvenue.

Iwantedustogoalltogetherasafamilyincluding

mysonbutIdon'tthinkit'stherighttimeto

introducehimtoherjustasyet,westilltryingto

rebuildinwhatwebrokeandIcansensethatshe's

holdingbackabitthistimenolongergoeswiththe

floworleadingbywhatevershefeelsinherheart,I

hatethatourtrustforeachotherhastostartfrom

thebeginningalloveragain,theloveisstillthe

same,buteverythingelseisarestart.Idon'tknow

howlongit'sgoingtotakeforustogetthereagain,

butI'llbepatientforaslongassheneedsmeto.



Ilookoveratherasshewasstaringoutthewindow

asthoughshehadalotgoingthroughhermind.

She'sprobablystilltryingtoprocesseverythingthat

happenedatthehospital.

Me:"mylove"

Ibrushherthigh

Sheturnsherheadlookingatme

Naomi:"yes?"

Me:"areyouokay?"

Naomi:"yeahI'mgood,areyougood?"

Me:"morethangood"

Naomi:"good"

Ifocusontheroad

Wearrivedatthepark,itwasneartheriverandhad

abeautifulview.

Iboughteverythingwe'llneedtosetthepicnicnear

theriver,Matildawasbuckledintoherrockingchair



whilehermotherandIsetupeverything,wewere

havingfunsettingup,I'mgladIdidn'thiresomeone

todoitformebeforewecame,ittookusawhile

becausewewerefoolingaroundandbeingplayful

morethanworkingbutfinallygoteverythingsetup.

Itwasemptyaroundtheparkandwehad

bodyguardsaroundasIhadmadesuretherewere

nopeoplearoundforsafetypurposes,wehada

privatephotographertakingpicturesofusfromafar,

IknewNaomiwouldappreciatethemsinceshe

lovescapturinghermemoriesinphotosandvideos.

Naomi:"Iloveithere,thisissocute"

Me:"I'mgladyoulikeit"

Matildawasbusywithhertoybelowourfeetwhile

devouringthatwatermelon

Naomi(laughing):"lookather,shedoesn'tknow

whethertofocusonthetoyorthefruit"

Welaughwatchingherinacutedilemmawanting

toeatherfruitwithbothhandsbutalsowantingto

playwiththetoytoo

Me(laughing):"Iguessthisiswherethe



indecisivenessofwomenstarts"

Icontinuelaughingbutrealizeshestopped

laughing,Iturnmyheadlookingathersmiling

Me:"she'sgrowingsofast....

Naomi:"areyoutryingtosayI'mindecisive?"

Sheburstsout

Me:"what?"

Naomi:"doyouthinkI'mindecisive?"

Me(tonguetied):"uuhm..wwhhyyousaythat?"

Naomi:"yousaidyouguessthisiswhenthe

indecisivenessofwomenstarts...Iknowyou

directedthattome"

Me:"babe...Iwasjustjokingitdidn'tmeananything"

Naomi:"alljokeshavesometruthtothem,amI

indecisive?"

Isitupconfusedshruggingmyshoulders

Me:"No..younot"

Naomi:"whyyoulying?"



Me:"babe...

Naomi:"behonestTrue..wesaidwe'llbehonestwith

eachother"

Isighlookingather,isshebeingseriousrightnow?

IfeelanargumentstirringupandIdon'tlikeitatall,

IguessthisiswhatI'llbeenduringforthenext

sevenmonths

Me:"canwepleasejustenjoythisdaywithoutany

conflict,please"

Naomi:"I'monlyaskingaquestion,pleaseanswer

me,Ineedtoknowwhatyouthinkaboutme"

Me:"younotgoingtodropthis,areyou?"

Sheshakesherhead

Me(sighs):"okay...maybeyouarealittleindecisive

sometimes...butnotinabadway"

Naomi:"isitaboutnotwantingtomovebackin

immediately?"

Ilookdown

Me:"maybe...butIalsodon'twanttorushyouin



makinganydecisions"

Naomi:"it'snotthatIdon'twanttobeclosertoyou

likehowwearebut....

Me:"it'sstilltoosoonIunderstand,Icanwaitlove"

Naomi:"well...Idon'twanttomoveinwithyou"

Ilookather

Me:"Iunderstand,wecanwaitevenifittakes

months,ifyouwanttowaituntilthebabyisbornI

understandthattoo,wedon'thavetorushthings

likebeforeanymore,andnow,wehaveourwhole

livesaheadofus,eventhoughIamgettingolder

but....

Naomi:"NoIdon'twanttomovein...ever"

Ifrownlookingatherconfused

Me:"Oh?Why?DidIdosomethingwrong?"

Naomi:"NoIwanttocontinuestayingatmyplace"

Me:"okay....Isee....Wecanalwaysmoveintoyour

place?"

Sheshakesherhead,Iswallowasmyheartsinks



Me:"oh...youdon'twantustoevermovein

together?"

Shenods

Naomi:"Ithinkit'sbestifweliveindifferenthouses

andjustvisiteachother"

Me:"IIdon'tunderstand...isthereanyreasonyou

don'twanttomoveinwithme?Isitbecauseof

Kamva?"

Sheshakesherhead

Me:"sowhatisit?"

Naomi(sighs):"youwereright,let'sjustdropthis"

Me:"soyou'vemadeupyourmindaboutthis?"

Naomi:"yes"

Me:"butIthought...

Naomi(snapsloudly):"Idon'twanttomoveinwith

youokay!Nowlet'sdropthis,fuck!Don'tbeabitch

aboutit!"

Myheartwasbeatingoutmychestinhurtand

angeratthesametime,IclenchedmyjawasI



wantedtosaysomethingbutheldinasIknewI'd

probablyregretit.

Naomi:"TildaNospitthatout!"

Ilookattildawhohassandinherhandputtingitin

hermouthasNaomigrabsherhandawayshaking

offthesandanddiggingherfingerinTilda'smouth

takingoutthesandinhermouthwhileshoutingat

herangrily.

Itakemybottleofbeerbetweenmylegsandgulpit

downhopingitwashesoffthestingingacheinmy

chest

.

.

.

ZEKE

.

.

.

Wewereatthemallinthejewelryshoplookingat



rings

Jordan:"thisisit,thisistheringIwant"

Me:"it'sbeautiful,Iloveittoo"

Jordan:"it'sveryexpensivethough"

Me:"diamondsarenotmeanttobecheaphoney,if

youlikeitthenyoucanhaveit"

Jordan:"Idon'tmindusingmyengagementringas

theofficialmarriageringyouknow"

Me:"IknowbutIwanttogetyouabetterone,one

thatIpickedforthesakeofit,Ididn'teventhink

aboutyoulikingitornot"

Jordan:"okay,ifyouinsistthen"

Shesmilesexcitedlyatthesalesmanasheopens

thesecuredglassandtakesouttheringwith

securityfollowinghimaround

Afterchoosingringswewereinarestaurant

scanningthroughthemenu

Me:"so,whenareyouplanningontellingyour



parentsaboutisgettingmarried"

Sheshiftsuncomfortably

Jordan:"Iwill,it'sstillearly"

Me:"it'sbeentwoweekssincewegotengaged,I

thoughtthey'dbethefirstpeopleyou'dtell?"

Jordan:"arghmyparentsandIarekindanotingood

termsatthemoment"

Me:"sohowlongareyouplanningonhidingit,

becauseinfivemonthswegettingmarried"

Thewaitresscomestotakeourorderdisturbingour

conversation

Sheleavesaftertakingourorder

Me:"Sooo...

Jordan:"youknowIwasthinkingabout

bridesmaids....

Shesayschangingthetopic.Ilookatherforawhile,

Isighandletitgo,Iguessshe'lltalkaboutitwhen

she'sready.

Me:"okayand?"



Shesighssmiling,Ithinkshe'sgladIletitslideand

thesmilewasappreciation

Jordan:"IwantNaomitobemybestlady"

Ichokeonmydrinkasitgoesdownthewrongpipe

andIcoughitout.Thecoughgoesonforawhile,I

reallychoked,sheevencomesovertomyside

brushingmybackaspeoplewerestartingtostare

worriedly

Jordan:"areyouokaybaby?"

ItakeanothersipclearingitdownandIwasbetter,I

nodattheconcernedpeoplebesideusassuring

themI'mfineandtheygobacktomindingtheirown

business

Me:"I'mfinebabe"

Jordan:"yousure"

Sheasksturningmyfacetofaceherasshelooks

intomyeyeswithworry,Ismilelookingbackather

beautifuleyes

Me:"yousocutewhenyouconcerned,I'mfinebaby,

Ipromise"



Ileaninandwekiss,shepullsoutofthekiss

blushing

Jordan:"okay,good"

Shegoesbacktoherseatandourfoodarrives.

Finally,Iwasreallyhungry,wehaven'teatensince

weleftthehouse,Jordangoesallcrazywhen

shopping,Ihadtocomplainforustocomeeat

already.

Iimmediatelydigintomycreamypastaandshrimp

dish.Jordanorderedasandwichandfries.

Jordan:"mmhyourfoodlookssomuchbetter"

Me:"ittastesevenbetter"

IsaygoinginformysecondbitewhenIseeherfork

sneakingintomyplateIlookupather

Me:"don'teventhinkaboutitbabe,yousaidyou

wantedasandwich,Iaskedmultipletimesifyou

sureandyousaidyes"

Jordan:"butIjustwantataste"

Ishakemyhead



Me:"youalwaysdothis"

Shemakesthatcutepuppyeyesface

Me:"fine,butonlyoneforkful"

Shesmileshappilyassherollsabigswirlofpasta

andashrimpontop,sheputsitallinhermouthat

onceasitfillsuphercheeksandshegivesmean

adorablesmile,Ishakemyheadsmiling

Me:"youatehalfmyplatewithonebite,youevil

woman"

ShelaughscoveringhermouthItakehersandwich

quicklybeforeshecouldstopmeandtakeabiteof

it,itwasadamngoodsandwich,Iputitback

Jordan:"heyykeepyourhandsinyourplate!"

Ilaugh

Me:"soit'sokayifyoueatmyfoodbutIcan'tshare

yours?"

Jordan(seriousface):"exactly"

Me:"wow,andyouwomensayyouwanta

relationshiptobefiftyfifty,thisisnotfiftyfifty"



Jordan:"onlypolitically,butinloveit'sreally50-40"

Welaughaswecontinueeating

Jordan:"oh...asIwassaying,IwantNaomitobemy

bestlady,we'vegottensocloseinashortperiodof

time,IlikeheralotandIthinkshe'llappreciateit"

Shesaysinexcitement,they'vereallygottenclose

withNaomi,theyhavealotofsimilaritieswhich

drewthemcloser,Idon'tknowhowtofeelabout

this,thewholepointofmovingthissidewasto

avoidNaomibutnowitseemslikeshe'llstillbe

closetousasever.

Me:"uhmwhataboutyoursisters?Don'tyouthink

they'llfeelsomehow?"

Jordan:"they'llunderstand,we'vealwaysagreed

thatourbestladywouldbeourbestfriend"

Me:"bestfriend?Naomiisyourbestfriendnow?"

Jordan(smiles):"Imean...she'scool,Ireallylikeher"

Me(chuckles):"oh...that's...interesting"

Jordan:"isitweirdthatIlikeher?"



Me:"I...Imean...it'snotweird,Ijustdidn'texpectit"

Jordan:"metoo,plusshe'sreallyintoTrueandit

looksliketheymadlyinlovewitheachother,sooo

thingsarenotawkwardbetweenus,andshe'llnever

stealyoufromme"

Ilookatherwithmyeyebrowsraisedsurprised,I

chuckleawkwardly

Me:"okay...firstly,evenifshewantedtostealmeor

anyotherwomanforthatmatter,they'dbewaytoo

latenowbecausemyheartbelongstoyou,I'm

madlyinlovewithyou"

Shesmilesblushingasshegetsupleaningoverthe

table,Ileanovermeetingherhalfwayandweshare

apeck.Ihearladiesbehindhergigglelookingatus,

shelooksbackatthemthenbackatmeasherface

hasturnedpink.Wecontinuetalkingaboutother

thingsenjoyingourlatelunch.

.

.

.



TRUE

.

.

.

Therestofthepicnicwassourasthingswere

muchawkwardandtensebutwetriedtoget

throughitforMatilda'ssake.IknowShehates

LelethubutIdidn'tthinkherhatewouldpassonto

myson,thishastobeabouthimIcan'tthinkof

anotherreasonwhyshewouldn'twantusstaying

together.

Iwasdrivingthemback.IlookedatMatildathrough

thereviewmirrorandshewasfastasleep,myeyes

landonNaomiwhohasfallenasleepinherseat.

Shehasn'ttalkedtomesincethatconversationonly

talkedwhennecessary.Iwasnotinthemoodto

talktohereitheraftershesnappedatmeandthrew

hurtfulwords.ThisisnothowIimaginedourday

ending,Ithoughtwe'dspendthewholedaytogether

butIguessthat'snothappeninganymore.

Iparkoutsideherfather'shouse.Ibrushherarm



gentlyandshewakesup

Me:"wehere"

Shelooksinherpursetakingouttheremoteand

opensthegate.

IdriveinandparknexttohercarInfrontofthe

house

Naomi:"I'mjustgoingtoleaveMatildaherethen

leave"

Me:"okay"

Naomi:"I'mgoingtomyapartment"

Me:"cool"

Naomi:"areyoumadatme?"

Me:"No"

Naomi:"yousoundmad"

Me:"okay"

Naomi:"yousee?Youonlyansweringoneword

answers,youcan'tbemadatmeforthedecisionsI

makeaboutmylife"



Me:"goodnight"

Shegaspsandhuffsopeningthedoorandgetting

out

Naomi:"waithere,I'mcoming"

Me:"IhavetogoNaomi"

Shetakesherpursewhichhastheremoteand

opensthebackseatcarefullytakingthesleeping

babyandherbagandheadinside,Inoticeher

wakingupfromhermother'sshould

Naomi:"ohhnooo...

Shegetuplookingathermomthensmilesather,

hermotherturnlookingatme,Ican'thelpbutadore

smilealittleatherandsheshakesherheadrolling

hereyes,shetriedherbestnottowakeherupnow

it'sgoingtotakeawhiletoleavehersinceshecries

forhernowwhenshe'soutofsight.

Afteralmostanhourofwaiting,Iwasonmyphone

scrollingthroughemailscheckingimportantonesI

hadtoreadlateronandreplyto.



Thedooropensandcloses

Naomi:"I'mback,wecangonow"

Iputmyphonedownandlookather,whoooaaamy

eyeswidenedIdidnotexpecthertobelookingthis

hot

Me:"uhm,didyourfatherseeyouleavinghishouse

lookinglikethat?"

Naomi:"I'magrownwomanIcanwearwhateverI

wanttowear,heknowsthat"

Themoremyeyesexploredherbodythemore

uncomfortablemyguywasgettingundermypants

astheyweregettingtighter

Me:"youbasicallynotdressed"

Naomi:"canyoupleasetakemetomyplace"

Shesaysclosinghercoathidingthesexynumber

underneath,howdoessheexpectmetofocuson

drivingafterthat?Imovedmybulgingdickuptobe

morecomfortablebutitwasn'tworking,Istartedthe

caranddroveoffassheopenedthegate.

Sheconnectedherphoneandplayedmusic,Ikept



stealingglancesather,Itriedtouchingherthighbut

shehitmyhandoff,butIkeptputtingitbackuntil

sheleftit,Ijustcan'tdriveproperlywithherinthe

carandnotrestmyhandonherthigh,Imightcause

anaccident,nomatterhowmadweareateach

other,ifshe'sinmycarandI'mdriving,that'swhere

myhandbelongs.

Yours,mine,ours

Icoulddothisforhours

Sitandtalktoyouforhours

Iwannagiveyouyourflowers

Andsomechampagneshowers

Ordershrimpandlobstertowers

Butit'smethatgetsdevoured

Ooh,whenyoudowhatyoudo,I'mempowered

Yougivemeasuperpower



Together,theworldcouldbeours

Yousitmeuponthecounter

Instantly,it'sthundershowers

Stormin'foracouplehours

Whenwefinished,takeashower

Icoulddothisforhours

Andhoursandhours

Icoulddothisforhours

Andhoursandhours....

Sheheldmyhandasthesongplayed,myheart

meltedlisteningtothesongandIknewshewas

playingitformeasshetookmyhandandkissedit

whilesingingalong.Iguessthiswasherwayof

apologizingforruiningourpicnic.Iwonderifshe

meanteverythingshesaidoritwasjusther

hormonestalking,havingherawayhasbeentorture,

Ithoughtitwasthesameforherandshe'dbe



psychedaboutussharingourspacetogetheragain

asmuchIwasIguessthingsreallywon'tbethe

sameastheywerebefore.

WegettoherplaceandIparkthecarinfrontofthe

garage,herplaceisreallyadmirableshedidagood

jobpickingitoutafriendlysafeneighborhood,

housebigenoughforafamilyandaverybigyard.

SheopensthedoorgettingoutasIremaininthe

car,sheclosesthedoorandlooksatmethrough

thewindow

Naomi:"whyyoustillsittingdown?"

Me:"I'mwaitingforyoutoopenthegatesoIcan

drivebackhome"

Shestillhasn'treallyapologizedtomeforbeing

rude,andwhatshesaidandthewayshewasacting

throughoutthedaystillstung.

Naomi:"really?(Sighs)canyoupleasecomeinfora

drink?"

Me:"I'mnotthirsty"

Hereyeslandonmypantsandshesmirks



Naomi:"areyousure?"

Me:"canyoupleaseopenthegate"

Naomi:"comeon,areyoustillmad?"

Me:"Ijustwanttogosleepatmyhouse,whereIlive

bymyself"

Naomi:"okaydon'tbelikethat"

Shewalksovertomydoorandopensit

Naomi:"mybedisjustascomfortable,maybenotas

expensivebutjustascomfortable"

Wehaven'thadsexsincewegotbacktogether,

she'sreallytakingthewholestartingoverthing

rightfromthebeginning,I'mnoteventheboyfriend

yetI'mjustaguyshe'sdating,thisisthefirsttime

she'sinvitingmeinsideherhouse.

Me:"Naomi"

ShepullsmyhandandIstepoutofthecar,she

closesthedoorandpullsmetowardsthehouse

Sheunlocksthedooropeningitandwelcomesme

inside.



IlookaroundIcan'thelpbutadoreherplaceit'sjust

soherandmatchesherenergy,verycozyanda

uniqueblendofcolour.

Naomi:"I'mmakingicecream,doyouwantsome?"

Me:"NoI'mgood"

Iwalktowardsthecouchsittingdownobserving

everypartofthehouse,Inevercameinsidethe

housewhenIusedtofetchMatildaaftershemoved

hereshe'dbringherouttothecar

Shesitsnexttomewithabowloficecream,Ifrown

indisgustwhenInoticedtheketchupalloverthe

vanillaicecream

Me(disgusted):"ewwisthatketchup?"

Shelaughstakinginanotherspoonfulenjoyingit

Naomi:"whoknewicecreamwithketchupwasthis

good?"

Me:"that'sdisgustingNaomi"

Naomi:"okayTrue...howlongamIgoingtobe

Naomi?"



Me:"uhmIdon'tknowifyouknew,but...

Iholdhershoulderslookingintohereyes

Me:"you'vebeenNaomiyourwholelifesweetheart"

Sheburstsintolaughter,Ileanbacklaughing

Sheputsheremptybowldownandstandsup

takingoffhercoatleftwithonlyherrevealing

transparentdressshowingherthongandbigperky

nipplespointingrightatme,herboobswerebigger

thanhernormalsizeandherbellywasattractive

morethananything,Iguessitonlymakessense

thatit'sattractivesinceIseemtobeinlovewith

everypartofher

Naomi:"canyoupleasehelpmetakethisoff?"

Me:"noI'mgood"

Sheraisedhereyebrowsshocked

Naomi:"areyouserious?"

Me:"Ireallyhavetogonow"

Igetupandshepushesmebackdown

Ilookatherpissed



Me:"IsaidI'mgoingdon'tpushmelikethat!"

Shestartlesatmyloudvoiceasshelooksdown

sadly

Me:"canyoujustopenthegate,please"

Istandupandsheholdsmyhand

Naomi:"okay!I'msorry!AboutwhatIsaidatthe

picnic,I'msorryforsnappingandswearingatyou,it

wasuncalledfor"

Iturnlookingather

Me:"don'tevertalktomelikethatagain"

Naomi:"Iwon't,I'mreallysorryTrue"

IsighwalkingbacktoherasIstandbeforeher

Me:"youcallmeabitchagainI'lltreatyoulikeone,

okay?"

ShenodsasIgrabherneck,Ipullitcloseruntilher

lipswereonmineandwekiss

Naomi(burstsintotearscrying):"I'msorry...

Ipullawayfromthekisslookingather



Me:"it'sokaybaby,wepastthatnow"

Naomi(cryinghysterically):"Ican'tbelieveIwasso

meantoyouwhenyoujustwantedustohaveafun

dayout....

Me:"babe...

Naomi:"Iruinedeverything,I'mtheworstperson

ever!...

Shecriesstormingofftoherbedroom

Istandthereconfusedoutofmymind

Whatthehellisgoingonnow?

Ifollowtothedirectionshewenttoherbedroom

andshewasinhernightgowncryinginbed

Isitnexttoher

Me:"babe,pleasestopcrying"

Naomi:"itjust...I'msuchameanpersonandIhate

meanpeoplewhoarebulliesandIwasmeantoyou

today,weweresupposedtocelebrateIjustfound

outIdon'thavecanceranymorebuthereIambusy

actinglikeabitchruiningourday(crying)you



shouldleave...pleaseleave,Idon'tdeservetobe

herewithyou,I'mstillbadatthis,I'mstillbadat

love!"

Ipullherintomyarmswrappingthemaroundher

assherestsherheadonmychestcrying

Me:"younotbadatlove,youjusthadanoverly

emotionalday,andthere'sstillgoingtobemany

emotionaldays,somewillbebadandsomedays

willbebetter,whenyoupregnantit'shardertodeal

withalltheemotionsthatattackyouallatonce,it

cangetwaytoomuchforonepersonand

sometimesyougoingtoactoutofcharacterand

yougoingtodoandsaythingsyoumightormight

notmean,IwasseriouswhenIsaidI'dbeherefor

youeverystepoftheway,I'lltakethepunchesand

thelashesuntilyougetbacktobeingcompletely

yourselfagainandbringlifetoourlittlemicro-

somethingbaby"

Shechucklessniffinggettingoffmychestasshe

hascalmeddown

Naomi:"Iwasn'tthisbadwhenIhadMatilda"



Me:"maybeyoucarryingaboythistimethat'swhy"

Sheshrugshershoulderslookingintomyeyes

Naomi:"whatwouldIbewithoutyou?"

Me:"single"

Shethrowsherheadbacklaughingoutloud,Ilaugh

asshecomesbackintomychest

Naomi:"canwejustcuddleforthenight?"

Me:"ofcourse"

Shegetsoffthebedandheadsoutthebedroomto

switchoffthelightsandlockthedoorsasIgotoff

theclothesIwaswearing,onlyleftinmyunderwear

gettinginthecovers,shegetsbackholdingapickle

jarandpeanutbutter,Ifrownlookingatherasshe

getstothebed

Naomi(smiling):"don'tlookatmelikethat,it'sa

reallygoodsnack"

Ishakemyheadraisingmyhandsinsurrender,I

don'tthinkIcangetusedtotheweirdcravings

Shegetsinthebedwithherpeanutbutterdipped



pickleenjoyingitonmychest

Naomi:"tryit,it'sreallygood"

Me:"nahI'mgood"

Naomi:"pleasejustalittlebit,Ipromiseyouit'snot

justmycravings,it'sactuallyreallygoodImight

continueeatingthisevenafterthepregnancy"

Me:"I'llpassthankyou"

Naomi:"ohwell,youmissingout"

Me:"I'mprettysureI'mnot"

Ikisshertemple.Theroomfallssilentwithher

restingonmychestbrushingmytummy,shelooks

upatmechewing

Naomi:"hey"

Me:"hi"

Naomi:"saysomething"

Me:"likewhat?"

Naomi:"anything"

Me:"dolphinssleepwithoneeyeopen"



Shegiggles

Naomi(laughing):"ofcourseyouknowthat,you

suchaweirdo"

Me(laughing):"IknowyouarebutwhatamI?"

Shelaughsmovingherheadtomyshouldertolook

atmeproperly

Naomi:"youaremyman"

Ilookatheramused,shetakesthependantofthe

necklacearoundherneckandbringsittomine,I

takeminetooandwelockthemtogether

Naomi:"I'mreadytobeyourgirlfriend"

Me:"I'mhappytohearthat"

Naomi:"Iloveyou"

Me:"Iloveyou"

SheleansI'mcloserandweshareakiss

.

.

.
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ThingsbetweenTrueandIhavebeen,tosaythe

least,rocky,Idon'tknowbutit'slikeonedayI'm

feelinghimandthenextI'mjustdisgustedbyhim

anddon'twanthimanywherenearme.Ihate

myselfforfeelingthiswaybecauseIknowIlove

himbutsometimes,Gosh,heboresmetodeathand

hisscentmakesmewannathrowupmostofthe

time.

Ican'tsharethesamehousewithhimandseehim

everydayIjustcan't.IreallywantustoworkandI

don'tknowwhyIsuddenlycan'tstandhim.Thisis

thesamemanI'vebeencryingforallthosenights,

thatmyheartbrokeforforbeingthereasonwe

wereapart...Ijustcan'tbelievethatallthose

feelingscouldjustbereplacedbysuchrepulse.

Todaywehadtheappointmentwiththedoctor,I

toldhimI'lldrivemyselfthereandweshouldjust

meetthere,I'mtryingmybesttokeepmydistance

soIdon'tdoorsayanythingIwillforeverregret



becauseIdon'tunderstandmyownfeelingsatthis

momentandIdon'twanttohurthisfeelings.

Imakemywayinsidethebuildingandheadstraight

totheofficesinceIwasrightontimeforour

scheduledappointmentandtomysurprise,True

hadarrivedfirstalreadysittinginfrontofthedoctor.

Isitbesidehim,helooksatmeandIlookathim

True:"hey"

Me:"hi,howareyou?"

True:"I'mgoodandyou?"

Me:"I'mokay"

Hetakesmyhandintohisandkissesit

IforceasmileandyankitoffasthoughI'mtaking

myphonefrommypurse

Doctor:"it'sgoodtoseeyouMissNewton,Iseeyou

aregrowingfasterthannormal"

Me:"yes,TrueandIthinkwemightbehavingafetal

macrosomiababy"



Sheburstsintolaughter

Doctor:"ohhIseewhyyou'dthinkthat,butIdoubt

that'sthereason,butwhateveritis,we'llfindoutif

y'alljoinmethisway"

Wefollowhertotheothersideofheroffice,Igive

TruemypurseandphoneasIgetonthebedun-

bottoningmyshirtsinceIwasdressedformaltoday

asIhadwork.

Me:"thisbabyismakingmelookfatsoearly,I

thoughtIonlyhadtoworryaboutthisatfive

monthsthatwhenMatildastartedgettingreallybig

andsheonlystartedshowingatfourmonths"

Doctor:"pregnanciesdifferallthetime,youmight

thinkyou'vegotthehangofthingsthistimebut

yournextpregnancytakesyoubysurprise,some

arethebestandsomearetheworst"

Shesqueezesthecoldgelonmytummyasmy

breathhitchestothecoldness,shesmearsitwith

thetransducerandtheinsideofmytummyshows

onthescreen.

IfeelTrue'shandtouchingmineattemptingtohold



mebutImoveitawayandscratchmyhead.

Doctor:"thereitis,canyouseeit?"

Me:"Iseeit...wowwhy'sitsotinytherethoughbut

mytummyissobig"

Shemovesthetransduceraroundandgasps

Doctor:"oh...

Shemovesitaroundandhereyeswiden

Doctor:"whoa...

Me:"whatitis?"

ItrytolookatthescreenbutIdon'tseeathing

Doctor:"Ithoughtthismighthappen"

Me:"thoughtwhatmighthappen?"

Doctor:"there'sfourheartbeatsinthere"

Myheartalmostskipsrightoutmyass

Me:"waitwhat?...

True:"whatdoyoumeanfourheartbeats?"

Doctor:"youarehavingquadruplets,itwasexpected



thatyou'dmostlikelyhavemultiplebabiesbecause

oftheovarianhyperstimulationdrugsthatyou

takingtopreparefortheirfertilizationbefore

transferringthemtothelabbutyouinstead

fertilizedtheminsideyou,withoutexplainingalotof

sciencebutithadaneffectonthemultiplicationof

theenzymeduringmitosis"

Ishakemyheadindisbelief

Ican'tcarryfourbabies!

Me:"Ican'tcarryfourbabies!It'simpossible,have

youseenhowtinyIam?They'llbreakme"

Iburstintotearscryinghysterically

Ifeelarmswrappedaroundmy

True:"it'sokaymylove...

Doctor:"IcanassureyouNaomithatcarryingfour

babieswillnotbreakyou,insteadyourbodywill

growtoaccommodatethem,trustme,youarea

woman,andyouarewaystrongerthanyouthink,

younoteventiny,I'veseentinierwomencarry

quardsortripletsanddeliveredhealthily,youcan



alsodoit"

True:"she'srightbaby,there'snothingtoworry

about,yougotthis"

Ilookathimannoyedgettingoffhim

Me:"andhowwouldyouknowthat?Haveyouever

beenpregnant?Allyouknowhowtodoiscum

insidemewithoutthinkingabouttheconsequences

onlytodumpmelikepeaceoftrash,nowallofa

suddenyouknowIcancarryfourkidsatonce,are

youcrazy?Argh"

Ibuttonmyshirtandgrabmystufffromhim

walkingout

Me:"isthereanythingelseweneedtoknowdoctor?"

Shesitsusdownandexplainseverythingwe

neededtoknowaboutourappointmentsandthe

journeyofcarryingmultiplebabiesandwhenwe

shouldexpecttodeliverthebabies.

Iwassweatingoutofmyheels,Iwasgettinghot

flashesandcouldn'tbreathproperlyaswewalked

towardsthecars



True:"Babe,canwetalk?"

Me:"I'minarushTrueIhaveaninterviewtogetto"

True:"pleaseit'llonlytakeaminute"

IopenthecarandgetinsidequicklysoIcansit

downashegetsintothepassengerseat,Itakemy

bottleofwaterandgulpitdownalmostfinishingit

allinonego

Me:"talkTrueIhavetogetgoing"

True:"okay,what'sgoingon?Whyareyousomean

tome?Itstartedonthatdayofthepicnic,you

apologizedandeverythingwasgoodagain,butthe

nextfewdaysafterthatyou'vebeenpushingme

away,youdon'twantmetocomeover,youdon't

wanttocomeoveratmyplace,youdon'twantusto

hangoutyoumakingexcusesallthetime,Ican't

hugyouortouchyou,it'slike....Ifeellikeyoudon't

lovemeanymore"

Myheartsinkspainfullylookingatthehurtinhis

eyes.Whatiswrongwithme.HowcouldItreat

someoneIlovesomuchlikethat,Tearsescapemy

eyes.



Me:"True...I'msorrybutI'mnotsurewhat'sgoingon,

Iloveyou,Ireallydobut...

True:"whatisit,pleasebehonestwithmebecause

honestlythisisnotcool,IfeellikeI'mforcingthis

relationshiponyou,areyounotsureaboutus

anymore?BecauseyoureallyactinglikeI'm

bugging"

Me:"okay,I'llbehonest...andIdon'tmeanittobe

rude,butyourcolognestinks,Ican'tstandit"

True:"mycologne?(Smellinghimself)butit'sthe

sameoneI'vealwaysused,youusedtolikeit"

Me:"itsmellssobad"

True:"okayfine,I'llchangeit,isthatall?"

IwantedtosaymorebutIdon'twanttohurthis

feelings,hisvoiceannoysthehelloutofme,his

overlyaffectionatealwayswantingtoholdmyhand,

touchme,alwaysbearoundme.

IhatethatIfeelthiswaybutIcan'thelpbutget

annoyedbyhimsometimes

Me:"that'sall"



True:"yousure?Thatwasalongpause"

Me:"canwecuttheamountoftimewespend

together?Ifeellikewejustgotbacktogetherand

weseeeachotheralmosteveryday,canwelike

maybeseeeachotheronceinaweek...

Hiseyebrowswereraisedinastonish

True:"onceaweek?Why?"

Me:"Ifeellikeifwealwaysineachother'sfaces

we'llgetboredofeachother,Iwanttomissyou,I

don'twantustobealluponeachothereverysingle

dayuntilweannoyeachother,youcanseehow

muchwealwaysarguingoverpettylittlethings,this

ishowcouplesendupbreakinguporcheatingon

eachother...Ijustneedmyspace"

Hisfacewasfilledwithconfusionmixedwithhurt

lookingatmeintheeyes,myeyesdropwithguilt

True:"isthishowyoureallyfeel?"

Me:"yes"

*Longheavysilence*

True:"okay,fine,I'llmakemyselfscarce,ifthat's



whatyouwant"

Me:"thisisnotabreakupTrue,pleasedon'ttreatit

likeone"

True:"No,Igetit,wejustgivingeachotherspace"

Me:"pleasedon'tbemadatme"

True:"I'mnotmad...I'mtryingtobeaspatientasI

canbe"

Inodlookingdown

True:"howabouttextingandphonecalls?Should

wecutoffonthosetoo?"

Ishakemyhead

Me:"No,Ilovetalkingtoyou"

True:"okay,Ididn'trealizeIwasnowboringyou,but

I'llrespectyourwishesfornow,Idon'tknowifIcan

gothatlongwithoutseeingyou"

Me:"youwentawholemonthwithoutseeingme

afterthenightyouknockedmeup,I'msureyou'll

survive"

Ibitemytongueashiseyeswidened



True:"okayIsee,I'llgothen"

HecomescloserandforakissandIturngivinghim

thecheek

Hiscolognewasreallystartingtotriggermybileas

Ifeltitrisinguptomythroat

Iopenedthedoorandthrewupnexttothecar.I

lookaroundembarrassedasafewpeoplesawme,I

closedthedooranddrankwaterfrommybigwater

bottle.

True:"letmenotstayanylongersinceIdisgustyou

somuch"

Me:"it'snotyou...

Hedoesn'twaitformetofinishashestepsout

angrilyandslamsthedoorhard.

Me:"True!True!....

Hegetsintohiscar,anddrivesawayalmost

immediately.

Me:"Fuck!...

.



.

.
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.

.

.

Jordan'sparentswerecomingover,I'veonlyever

methermotheroncesoitwasabigdealthatshe

wascomingallthewayheretoJoburgfora

sleepoverdinner,hermotherandfatherare

separatedbutstillmarriedandthemotherhasa

romanticpartner.Theirchildrenchosetostaywith

theirfather,theyhardlyvisittheirmother,thefather

hassomeonetoo.Theydon'thaveareallygood

relationshipwiththeirmotherasJordansharedthat

shecheatedonherfathermultipletimeswithoneof

hiscloseclientsandtheirfatherforgaveher

countlesstimesbeforetheyreachedadecisionfor

separationbuthestillcouldn'tbringhimselfto

serveherthedivorcepapersandthat'swhat

everyonehopesforitseems.



Jordan:"okay,I'mdonewiththedinner"

Me:"I'vealreadysetthetable"

Jordan:"they'llbehereanyminute"

Me:"it'sstillearlybabe,I'msurethey'llbehereinan

hour"

Jordan:"Momisverypunctual,she'llbeherefirst"

Me:"yourmomseemsveryscary,Ihopeshe'lllike

herbedroom,wedidourbedtomakethemlookat

hotellikeaspossible"

Jordan:"momappreciatescleanliness,I'msure

she'lllikeherroom,andofshedoesn't,shecan

booksomewhereelseIcouldn'tgivetwofucks"

Me:"I'myettohearaboutthestorybetweenyour

relationshipwithyouandyourmother"

Jordan:"I'lltellyou,justnottoday,let'sgotakea

showertogether"

Me:"that'sagoodidea"

Jordan(smirks):"don'teventhinkaboutthat,it'llbe



aninnocentone"

Me:"soyouwanttoshowmeyourbumsbutyou

expectmetonottouchorpenetrate?"

SheburstsintolaughterrunningupthestairsasI

followbehindher

Jordan:"onlyifyoucancatchme"

ShetriestopickupherspeedbutIwasalreadytoo

closeasIgrabbedherfrombehind,shegiggles

whileIpickedherupbridalstyleandweheadtothe

bathroom

.

.

.

TRUE

.

.

.

Iwasinmyofficegettingsomeworkdoneeven



thoughIcouldn'tconcentrateandwasdistractedby

thisconsistentheavinessinmychest,herwords

feltlikeaslapacrossmyfaceandleftamark,my

mindkeptreplayingheractionsandhurtfulwords.

Hersuddendisinterestwasconfusing,I'mnotsure

ifit'shormonesorshe'sreallytiredofme,Ican't

differentiateanymorebecausewithMatildashe

wasnotlikethis,shedidn'thaveanyweirdcravings,

hermoodswerenotasbad,maybepregnancies

differbutIguesstheonlywaytofindoutistokeep

mydistanceuntilaftershe'sgivenbirtheven

thoughIreallywould'velovedbeingthereforthe

fulllengthsinceInevergotthechancewithMatilda

andKamvatherewasalotgoingonduringtheir

pregnancies.

ItookmyphoneandcalledourObstetrician.

"MrMaseko"

Me:"heyDrThompson,howyoudoing?"

"I'mgoodthanksandyourself?"

Me:"I'mokayIguess"



"Youdon'tsoundokay,howcanIhelpyou?"

Me:"uhm...well,Ijustwantedtoknowhow

hormonesaffectawomanduringpregnancy,can

theyswitchtheirfeelingsfromlovingsomeoneto

completelyhatingthem?Orlikesomeonethey

hated,canhormonesdothat?Becausenowshe's

tellingmeaboutgivingherspace,thatIsmellbad

andshecan'tstandmyscent,shecan'tevenbring

herselftokissme,IwantyoutotellmeeverythingI

needtoknowbeforeIstartmakingdecisionsfroma

leveleduninfluencedheadandheartonlytofindout

laterwheneverythingisamessthatIjustneededto

bepatientandunderstandingbecauseit'skinda

hardbeingunderstandingwhensomeoneyoulove

andthoughtlovedyoubackissuddenlydisgusted

byyourpresenceandwantsnothingtodowithyou"

Shesighsandchucklesabitfromtheotherside

"I'msohappythatyouthoughtaboutcallingme,I

noticedthatsomethingwasn'trightbetweenyou

twowhenyoucameearliertodaybutIdidn'twantto

prey,okay,so,theansweris,yes,ithappens,very

normal,anditneedsanunderstandingandpatient



partner,herhormonesareattheirpeakandalotof

changesarehappeningtoherbodyatthemoment,

frommorningsicknessesandtakingcareofasmall

babyatthesametime,itcangettoomuch

consideringeverythingshe'sbeenthroughwiththe

canceraswellandyourecentlyhadareallybad

falloutwithallthescandalsaboutthetwoofyou

outthere,hercareerhastoomuchpressure,and

nowthatshe'spregnant,thingsthataffectedher

mentallybeforethepregnancycanoverwhelmata

greaterlevelnow,butitdoesgetbetterduringher

midtermofherpregnancyandgetworseagain

towardstheend,thebestyoubothcandois

communicate,lethertellyouexactlyhowshefeels

sothatyou'llknowwhattodo,atsomepointshe'll

loveyousomuchthatyouwon'tbeabletohandleit,

shewon'twantyououtofhersightshemighteven

cryforyouifyounotbyherside,everythingshe

feelsshefeelsittentimesmorethan,she'llget

irritatedoverlittlethingsandmakethemseembig,

she'llcryoverthetiniestinconvenience...

Me(sighsinrelief):"I'mgladtohearthiseventhough



itsoundslikealotbutnowIcanunderstandher

better,thewayshelookedatmetoday,Iwassure

shehatedme,butIguessI'llstepbackfornow"

"Yes,butalsodon'tbeastranger,showherthatyou

arethereforher,eventhoughshe'spushingyou

away,sendherloveletters,flowers,cutebaby

things,funnymemesorjokes,justshowthatyou

arealwaysthinkingabouthereventhoughyou

givingherthespacesherequests,youmightfind

whateverhateorirritationshehasagainstyouwill

fadesoonerthanyouthought,butifyoutwocan

justcommunicateopenlyletherbehonestwithout

yougettingoffended,youwillgoalongway"

Me:"okay,thatisverypracticaladvice,thankyou"

"Yes,it'sanemotionalrollercoaster,andmost

couplesbreakupandsomegetdivorcedbecause

ofthewoman'sbehaviorduringpregnancy,andit's

veryunfortunatetheregretanddepressionthat

comesafterbirthwhenthewomanisleftto

becomeasingleparentbecauseofher

overwhelmingpregnancy,ittakesrealloveand

patiencetogetthroughthisperiodasasolidstrong



couple"

Me:"Igetthatnow,I'lltrybepatient"

"Isthereanythingelseyou'dliketoknow?I've

actuallywrittenabookallaboutawoman's

pregnancyjourneythatincludes,moodswings,

cravingstopostpartumdepression"

Me:"IactuallyhavethesebooksbutInevergive

myselfthetimetoreadthem,IreadafewwhileI

hadmajorbabyfeverbeforeIhadanykids,butI'll

maketimetolearnmoreaboutthis,I'llalsoorder

yourbookaswell,thankyouveryforyourtime"

"Youarewelcome"

Me:"feelfreetochargemeforthis,enjoytherestof

yourevening"

"Enjoyyours"

Ihangupandsigh,Ishakemyheadandgetbackto

work

.

.



.
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.
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Wewerenowdonewithfresheningupandwe're

readyforourguests.

Thebabywasstillfastasleepinhisbedwhenwe

checkedonhim.

Justaswewereonourwaydownstairstherewasa

callfromthegate,Ipressedthebuttonnearthe

intercomandopenedthegate.

Me:"areyousureIlookgoodbabe?Ifyouwereyour

motherandyoumetmeforthefirsttimewouldyou

likemeatfirstglanceforyourdaughter?"

Jordan(laughing):"Yes...I'dactuallyfallinlovewith

youandsnatchyoufrommydaughter"

Ilaugh

Me:"Imean,Iwouldmakeagoodstepdaddyifyou



don'tmind?"

Shefrownsshakingherhead

Jordan:"No!I'dkillthebothofyou"

IlaughasIgoopenthedoor

Wewelcomedtheminsidewithherthreesisters

andonebrother

Me:"MrLakewood,I'msohappytowelcomeyouto

ourhome,thankyouforcoming"

Tom(Jordan'sdad):"youhaveabeautifulhouseson,

youhavereallyoutdoneyourself,wow"

Headmireslookingaround

Me:"thankyou,Itry"

Hegivesmeaproudsmile

Tom:"youdoinggoodson,I'mproudofyou"

IsmileasIfeelawarmsensationinsidemychest,

it'salwaysnicetohearafatherfiguresayingthat

theyseeyourhardworkandtheyareproudofyou.

Jordan'smotherwalkedinandtheroomfellsilent



atthesoundofherloudheels

MrsLakewood:"goodeveningfamily"

Tom:"goodevening"

WeallgreetrightafterTomasshemakesherway

tothetable.Jordanandhersisterboughtthefood

tothetable

Jordan:"Mom,IhopeyoustillrememberZeke,since

you'veonlymetonce"

MrsLakewood:"ofcourseIremember,howcanI

forget"

Jordan:"wellsometimesyouseemtoforgetalotof

things"

MrsLakewood:"Jordan....

Jordan:"anyway,Iactuallyaskedyouallhereto

shareimportantnewswithyou"

MrsLakewood:"letmeguess,youpregnantagain?

Youcould'vejusttextedthatJordan"

Myjawdropsthrownbytheaudacityofspeakingto

mygirllikethat



Me:"ifshewaspregnantIwould'vethrownawhole

partyjusttoletyouallknowthatshe'spregnant

againbutadinnerwouldbejustasmuch

acceptableforsuchgoodnews"

EveryonelooksatmeasthoughIjustspatonthe

president'sface

IholdJordan'shandnexttomeonthetable

Jordan:"exactly,anyway,Iwantedtoletyouknow

that,ZekeandIaregettingmarriedinfivemonths

time"

Thesistersgaspinshockandcongratulationsand

huggedwerepassedtous.

Thedinnerwasgoingwelleventhoughthemother

wasstillabitoff,Idon'tknowwhatissuesshehas

withJordanorisitmeshedoesn'tlike?Imeanthe

familywassowelcomingIdidn'tevenfeellikeIwas

adifferentracefromthem,coulditbethatshe

doesn'twantherdaughtermarryingmixedman?

Jordanwastellingeveryonehowshewantsour

weddingtobelikeandallthatashersisterswould

pitchinhereandthere.



Myphonerangwhileshewasstilltalking.

Itookitoutofmypocketandlookedatwhoitwas

"BAMBI "myheartskippedasIlookedupand

excusedmyselffromthetable

Me:"Ihavetotakethis"

Jordan:"work?"

Me:"yes,I'llbequick"

Jordan:"okaybabe"

Iwalkedouttowardsthemaindoorgettingoutof

thehouse

Me:"Bambi"

"Hey"

Me:"howareyoudoing?"

"Bad,verybad"

Ifrownconcerned

Me:"what?whyisthat?"

"IthinkTrueisgoingtobreakupwithme,Iwasso

meantohimIdon'tknowwhybutI...Ididn'tmeanto



hurthisfeelings"

Isighclosingmyeyes,Icannevergetusedtoher

cryingtomeaboutanotherman.

Me:"Bambi,pleasedon'tcry,youarehurtingyour

baby,youknowifyoudidsomethingyoudidn't

meanandmight'vehurtyourpartner'sfeelings,you

talktohimaboutit,whatledyoutoactthewayyou

didandapologize,I'msurehewillforgiveyou,just

don'tbetoopridefultoadmitwhenyouwrongand

apologize,Truewillneverleaveyou,thatIcanbe

sureof(swallows)thatmanlovesyou"

Shesniffs

"Okay,ifyousayso,I'llcallhim"

Me:"good"

"Imissyou,whatareyouuptothere?"

Me:"I'mactuallyinthemiddleofafamilydinnerwith

Jordan'sfamily"

"Ohhshit!Whydidyouanswermycall,I'msosorry"

Me(laughs):"it'sokayBambi,evenifIwasinthe

middleoflifeanddeath,I'dnevermissyourcall,no



matterwhatfoolishreasonsyou'dbecallingfor"

Shegigglesdelightfully

"Letmenotkeepyouanylonger,Iloveyouamigo"

Me(laughing):"Iloveyoutoobighead"

"Haaaaamyheadisnotthatbig....

"Workhuh?"

IstartleturningbacktobemetbyJordan'smother

withherarmsfolded

Me:"uhmIhavetogo,we'lltalkokay?"

"Okay,goodnight"

Ihangupputtingmyphoneinmypocketand

lookingather

Me:"MrsLakewood,youfollowingme?"

Her:"youtoldmydaughteryougoingtoanswera

workcall,itsoundedlikeyouweretalkingtoa

womanyouaredeeplyinlovewith"

Me:"whoItalktoonmyphoneisnotanyone's

businessbutmine"



Her:"andmydaughter's!She'sabouttobeyourwife,

howcouldyoucheatonher?"

Me:"noteveryoneisacheaterlikeyou,chill,Ilove

yourdaughter,Iwouldn'thaveaskedtomarryherif

Ididn't"

Her:"I'dratherbecaughtdeadthanfoundbeinga

motherinlawtoahalfKaffir!"

Me:"ohwow,sothisiswhatthisis,okaybye"

Iwalkbackinsidethehouseleavingherthere

ShewalksinaftermeandheadsuptoJordan

Her:"IcaughtyourboyfriendsayingIloveyousto

anotherwoman,callingherpetnameslikeBambi

andbighead,thatcanonlymeantheyfucking"

Isighsittingdown

Jordan:"ohmygoshmom!Whyareyoulikethis?

Zekeisnotcheatingonmeandwouldnevercheat

onme,thatwashisfriendNaomi,whycan'tyoujust

everbehappyforme?"

Shegetsupandheadsupstairs



Me:"uhmI'llberightback"

Ifollowherupstairs

.

.

.
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Iwasstaringathiscontactonmyphone

contemplatingwhetherIshouldcallhimornot.I

shouldn'thavesaidthethingsIsaid,yeshis

colognesmellsbadandhispresencesometimes

irritatesme,butIshould'vekeptittomyself.Ilove

himandIdon'tknowwhyI'msoangryathim.

Isighandpressthecallbutton.

Itringsforalongwhile,Ialmostgiveupwhenhe

answers



"Hello?"

Me:"heybabe"

"Hi"

Me:"howareyoufeeling?"

"I'mfine"

Me:"okay,I'msorryaboutearlierIdidn'tmeanto

hurtyourfeelings,Ididn'tmeanthethingsIsaid,we

don'tneedspace,we...

"Ithinkwedo,Iunderstandwhat'shappeningnow,

soI'llgiveyouyourspace,I'msorrythatI'vebeen

pressuringyouaboutmovingintogether,Ijust

wantedyoucloseduringthistime,butIunderstand

thatyouneedtimetoyourselfaswellsoI'llrespect

yourwishes"

Me(swallowed):"baby,I'vebeensorudetoyoubut

youstilltryingwithme,IthoughtI'dbebetterthan

thisbutI'vebeensuchabitch,I'msorryyouputting

upwithmybullshit,IpromiseI'llgetmyshit

togetherverysoon"

"Don'ttalklikethat,lookIhavetogo"



Me:"oh,areyoubusywithsomething?"

"Work,goodnight"

Me(disappointed):"ohokaythen,Iloveyou"

"Okaybye"

Me:"aren'tyou....(callended)...

Isighlookingatthescreen

Me(whispers):".....goingtosayitback?"

Ithrowmyphoneonthebedandpullthecovers

overmyhead

AfterafewhoursofagoodlongcryIwasstarting

todozeoffwhenIheardaknockatthedoor.Who

thehellcoulditbeatthistimeofthenight?

Iheaddownstairsandreachthemaindoor

Me:"whoisit?"

Thepersonjustcontinuesknocking,Ilookthrough

thelittledoorholeandopenthedoor

Me:"True?"

True:"Iloveyoutoo"



asmileinvadesmyfaceandcradleintohisarmsas

hewrapsthemaroundme,hedidn'thaveonhis

cologneandonlysmelledofhisshowergeland

lotionwhilehisclothessmelledfreshandcleanof

sta-soft,hesmelledreallygood,Iliftedmyheadup

lookingintohiseyes

Me:"I'mreallyso----

Beforeevenfinishingmysentence,hemovedeven

closertome.Hisbodyagainstmine.Herestedhis

chinonmyshoulder,ranhishandupthesideofmy

faceandthengentlyturnedittomirrorhis.Mylips

automaticallyconnectedwiththesoftnessofhis.

Almostimmediately,hisurgentbuttendertongue

founditswayintomymouth.Ourlipsmassaged

eachother’sandweexchangedsalviawhilst

meltingintoadeepandpassionatekiss.Trueknew

howtokissme.HeknewwhatIlikedandthiswasit.

Itwasn’tlongbeforethetensiongottoomuch.His

handsbarelyleftmybreastsasItookcontrolofthe

kiss.Witheveryrotationofhistongueinmymouth,

myhungerforhimincreased.Ileanedbackand

allowedhimtocontinuefondlingmybreasts.I



watchedhishandsmovewithpurposeandwhenhe

introducedhismouthintotheequation,flutters

eruptedinthebaseofmytummy.Helickedand

suckedmynippleswithsomuchlust.Afireraged

inthedepthsofmyincreasinglywetpussyashis

hungerformybulletlikenubsforcedthemtostand

firmlytoattention.Hemovedbetweenbothbreasts

withyearningandpurpose.Itwasintense.

Theexcitementwasbuilding.Hissoftlipspushed

upagainstmineandourtonguestangledlikelaces.

Iyearnedformore.Weplayedlikethisforsome

time.

Beneathme,hisdickbobbedandbouncedagainst

myinnerthigh.Itwasalmostasifitwerebegging

forattention.Itwasn’tlongbeforetheurgetofree

himfromtherestrictionofhisunderwearconsumed

me.First,Irubbedonhimfromoutsideofthepants

andjustashisthrobbingcockwasreadytobelet

out,Ihoisteddownhispristinewhitetrunksandlet



himloose.

.
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Todaywasmyweddingday.Iwasoverthemoon.

NeverinamillionyearsdidIimaginemyselfgetting

marrieduntilIstarteddatingZeke,eventhoughwe

hadourupsanddowns,he'stheonlymanI'vereally

devotedmyselfintoandfoughtfor,I'mproudof

myselffornotgivinguponhim,eventhoughithurt

thathisheartwassplitintwobutmyloveforhim

wasenoughtolookpastitandfocusonthehim

thatlovedme.

Lastnightwasacrazynightwithmysistersand

someofmyfriends,IalsoinvitedNaomibutsheis

waytoopregnantanditwasgoingtobetoowildfor

hereventhoughshewasn'tgoingtodrink,soshe



hadtorejecttheinvite.

SheagreedonbeingourbestladyforbothZeke

andI.EventhoughI'mnotsureshe'llmakeittothe

weddingbecausesheisduetogiveearlybirthsince

she'scarryingquadsshecan'tcarryfulltermand

thedoctormightcallheranytimethisweek,itcould

betodayortomorrow.

Iwasinthebedroomgettingready,Idecidedon

hiringamake-upprofessionalandahairdresserto

dealwithmyheadandface,mysistersweredoing

theirownthinggettingreadyaswell,theycoulddo

theirownmakeupbuttheygotpeopletocomedo

them,afterlastnightthere'snothingtheycando

perfectly.Wewerehavingourweddingatourown

backyard,it'sverybigandperfectandIwantallour

memoriestogethertobeinthishouse,I'mhappy

thatZainwasalsobornhere,thiswasthebeginning

oftherestofourlives.

Everythingwasperfect,mymomwasalsohere



eventhoughIwouldn'thavemindifshedidnot

come,she'sbeenapaininourlivesandhastriedto

breakZekeandIup,thankGodZekehasnotbeen

takingherserious,he'sonlytoleratingherforthe

sakeofourwedding,hethoughtitwasimportant

formetohavebothmyparentsherenomatterour

differences,butaftertodayhesayshedoesn'twant

hertosetfootinourhouseeveragain,untilshe's

seriousaboutbeingabettermomandperson,

whichIknowforafactthatwillneverhappen,my

motherisaracist,shestillhasthatoldmentality

andshehatesblackpeople,shetriedherbestto

arrangewhiteguysformetofallinlovewithbutI've

alwayspreferredanddatedblackmen,whenIwent

tovarsityItriedblackandneverwentback,Ionce

introducedoneofmyexesandhewasscaredoff

bymymother,whenIfirstintroducedZekeIwas

surehe'dleavemebuthedidn't,andafterthat

dinnermonthsagowhenmomwassorude,I

definitelythoughthewouldn'twanttomarryme

anymore,noblackmanwantstomarryintoaracist

whitefamily,butI'mgladZekeunderstoodthatonly

mymotherandhersideofthefamilyarelikethat,



Dadhasalwaysbeenthecoolonewhogoeswith

theflowandisveryopenminded,evenhiscurrent

girlfriendisblack,hehasn'tintroducedhertousas

yetbuthopefullyhewillsoonandfinallydivorcemy

mother.

Itwastime,everyonewasgatheredoutsidewaiting

onmetowalkdowntheisle.

Iheldmybouquetofflowerswithbothhandstaking

adeepbreathandthesoftmusiccameonasI

walkeddowntheaisle,alleyesonme,Iwas

nervousandsecretlyhopingIdon'ttripandfallon

myface.

Myeyeslandedonhisashehadalittlesmileonhis

facelookingatmeemotionally.Myeyeswidenedin

surpriseabitwhenIsawNaomistandingwiththe

restofmybridesmaidsherbellywashuugeasshe

waswearinganopendressthataccommodatedher

bellyitlookedveryelegantandsexywithanopen

legslitmatchingtheotherbridesmaidsbutdifferent,

shealwayshasagoodsenseinfashionevenwhen



pregnantshewasglowing,Ismiledatherasshe

smiledbackemotionally.

AsIwasabouttoreachthealtar,Dadcamebymy

sideandgavemeakissonthecheekwhispering"I

loveyou"beforewalkingmetothealtar

Pastor:"whogivesthisbridetothisgroomin

marriage?"

Dad:"Ido"

Hesaysthenwehugandgoesbacktohisseat

.

.
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Theweddingwasverybeautiful,Jordanlooked

absolutelybreathtaking,shewassayinghervows,I



wasanemotionalwreckbuttryingmybesttokeep

ittogether.

Iwipedthefewteardropsthatmanagedtoescape,

lookingdownandlookedbackatthecouple,I

caughtZekestaringatmewithaconcerned

expression,myheartskippedasIlookedawayand

atthecrowd.Truewassittingatthebackandhis

eyesweregluedonhisphone,heonlycame

becausehedidn'twantmedrivingmyself,Icould

barelydrivewiththisbellyitwasannoyinglyhuge

Ilookupasheclearshisthroattospeak,hiseyes

lockwithminebeforelookingbackatJordan.He

sighsnervously,helooksatmeagain,Igivehima

thumbsupforencouragementandmouth"yougot

this"hesmilesandlooksbackatJordanwith

admiringeyes.

Zeke(smiling):"Iadmireyou.Simplybecauseofyour

kindsoul,tenderheart,andpositivemindset.I

especiallyappreciateyourendearingsenseof

humor.Iameversogratefulforyourloveand



selflessness.Inreturn,Iofferthesepromises.

Ipromiseyoumyeverlastingdevotion,myloyalty

andmyrespect.Ipromisetoloveyou

unconditionallyandtogrowwithyouinmind,body

andspirit.Ipromisetopraywithyou,todreamwith

you,tobuildafamilywithyouandtoencourageyou.

Ipromisetoshareinyourjoysandsorrowsandall

thatGodhastoofferus.

Youaremyforever,mybestfriend,mydreamcome

trueandnowmywife.Withthesewords,andallthe

wordsofmyheart,Imarryyouandbindmylifeto

yours.Foreverandalways.Iloveyou.”

The"aawws"andncwoos"werecirculatedfrom

crowd.

Theysealedeverythingwithakissandeveryone

clapped.Theylockedhandsandjumpedthebroom.

ItwasahistoricalAfricanAmericantraditionin

weddingstojumpthebroomI'mnotsureaboutthe

meaningbehindit,itwasabeautifulsiteasthey

laughedhappilywalkingdowntheaisleashe



carriedherbridalstyleandcolourfulrosepetalsand

confettifliedoverthembeingshotfromtheconfetti

blastermachinesonthesidesoftheisle.They

finallygottheirhappilyeverafter.Iblinkedmytears

awayasIfeltmyheartaching.

Thereweren'tmanypeopleatthisweddingjust

mostlyJordan'sfamilyandafewfriendsalso

Zeke'sworkcollegesandLudwehisfriendfrom

varsity.

Iwalkedinsidethehousewhileeveryonewentto

thereceptionwhichwasanotherbigtentthatwas

beautifullysetanddecorated.

Iheadedstraighttothebathroom,somethingwas

stuckonmythroatmakingithardformetoswallow,

Iburstedintotears.Icouldn'tholdtheminany

longer,thepaincomingbacktometentimesworse

astheflashbacksreplayedinmymindlikeabroken

record

*******



Me:"I'm...I'msorryyouallgotdressedupfornothing,

butsodidI,itturnsout,I'mnotgettingmarried.I'm

sorryforwastingyourtime,pleasehelpyourselfat

thereceptionwithfoodanddrinks.Thankyoufor

coming"

Andthatwastheendofmyhappilyeverafter

*******

Therewasaknockatthedoor

Me(hoarsevoice):"someone'sinhere"

"Iknow,pleaseletmein"

MyheartskippedasIrolledtoiletpaperandwiped

mytears,Ilookatmyselfinthemirrormymakeup

wasmessedup,Igetupfromthetoiletseatand

walktowardsthedoor.

Me:"I'mpooping,youcan'tcomein"

"Naomi,openthedoor"

Isniffwipingmywaterynoseandunlockthedoor

turningbackandsittingonnthetoiletseatlooking



awayfromhimtonotseemelikethis.

ThedoorclosesandlocksasIhearhisfootsteps

gettingcloser,hecrouchesbeneathmeandplaces

hishandsonmythighs

"I'msorry"

Ilookathim

Me:"whatfor?Iwasjustusingthetoilet"

True:"Iknowyouwerecrying"

Me:"Itoldyouitwasabadideacominghere"

True:"IknowwhatIdidhurtyouandyouhate

weddingsjustasmuchasIdo,Iwouldn'thave

convincedyoutocomehereifitwasn'tforyour

bestfriendgettingmarried,Iknowyouwould've

regrettedmissinghisweddingandhe'dprobably

neverspeaktoyouagain"

Me:"isn'tthatagoodthing?Ithoughtthat'swhat

youalwayswanted"

True:"No,that'snotwhatIalwayswanted,whatI

wantedwastobeyourpriority"



IlookdownasIrememberedthewayItreatedhim

thatnightwhenIwenttocomfortZekeinsteadof

waitingforthenextdayandfixingtheissuewehad

atthatmoment.

True:"butIwassobusycompetingforyourlove

thatitgottoapointofjealousywhichcontrolledthe

decisionsImade,Itrulywantustomovepastthis,I

knowit'llalwayshurt,peoplearoundyouwillget

marriedandit'llhurt,Iknowthatpain,butoneday

it'llgoawayandyou'llrealizethatmarriagedoes

notdefineLove,beingmarriedisablessingyes,but

beingtrulyinloveisjustasmuchofablessing,

becauseboththesethings,onlycomeonceina

lifetimeandsomepeoplediewithoutever

experiencingeither.IfIweretodietomorrowor

today,I'dbecontentandhappy,thatinmylifetime,I

wasblessedwithmeetingmysoulmateandshared

themostunexplainablefeelingoflovewithher"

Isighsmilingasmyheartmelts.Butitdisappears

ashiswordssinkdeeper,hesaidmarriagedoesn't

definelove,ishedismissinggettingmarried?Does

thatmeanwe'llneverevergetmarried?Iknow



weddingshaveembarrassedusbothinthepast,

butIdowishforhimtobemyhusbandsomeday

andIhiswife.

Me:"youright,Ijustgotabitemotionalthat'sall,you

knowthat'sallIdonowadays"

Hechuckleslookingatmewitheyesfilledwith

warmth

True:"Iknow"

Isigh

Me:"doyouthinktodaywouldbetherighttimewe

tellhim?Wewon'tseehimfacetofaceforalong

time,nowthathe'smarriedwewon'tbevisitingthat

much"

True:"yes,we'lltellhimbeforeweleave"

I'vetoldTrueaboutZekebeingpossiblyhisbrother,

atfirsthewasnotsurehowtofeelaboutitandwas

conflicted,butnowhewasabitwelcomingtothe

idea.

HewasshockedwhenhesawZeke'smother's

pictures,hesaidthatitwasthesamewomanhe



wastakenfromwhenhewasyoungerasshewasa

junkie,heconcludedthatsheprobablygotpregnant

withZekewhenhehadalreadyleft.

Wewereyettotalktohisfatherafterinforming

Zeke,hehadalottoaskhisfatherandhe'sbeen

avoidingcontactwithhimforthepasttwoweeks

sinceItoldhim.

True:"shallwegobacktotheparty?"

Me:"yes,butwe'llhavetoleavesoon,myfeetare

gettingpainful"

True:"we'llstayforfifteentotwentyminutesthen

leave"

Hehelpsmeuppullingmeintohisarms,Iwrapmy

armsaroundhisneckkissinghim,hishandsbrush

aroundthesidesofmytummybeforereachingmy

butt,thebigbellybetweenusannoyedmewhenI

reallyyearnedtobeagainsthim,thekisswas

gettingtenseashishandsnuckundermybelly

rubbingmypussyovermydress,Imoanedinhis

mouthasIwasalreadylongwet.Imustsay,the

nightwefirsthadsexfivemonthsagowasthe



solutiontoallourproblemsandthemedicinethat

haskeptmehealthyandmademeobsessedwith

him,whentheytalkaboutsexualhealingtheyreally

knewwhattheyweretalkingabout,whenwemake

love,allthosebackachesanduncomfortability

disappearslikemagichisdickhasreallyhelpedme

copethroughoutthispregnancyandI'llforever

cherishit(Lol),butsincemybellywasgettingtoo

hugehewasabitafraidofhavingsexwithmebut

he'ddoitbecauseIliterallycryforitatnight,I

hardlygivethemanabreakbutheshouldbe

enjoyingthisbecauseafterIgetthesebabiesoutof

me,he'llbesexuallystarvedforalongtime,there

won'tbeanytimeforthat,onechildisexhaustingI

canonlyimaginefivewellthatmakessixwith

kamvaandtheystillsoyoungtootheyallneed

extracareandattention,Idon'tknowhowwe'll

survive,wewillneedextrahelp.

Me:"howaboutaquickie?"

Hebreaksthekisswithhislipsstillonmine

True:"wehadaquickiebeforetheservicestarted"



Me:"andwecanhaveanotheronebeforeitend"

Helaughsandlockshislipsbackonmine

liftingupmydress,heturnsmearoundandI

balanceonthesinkwithmyhandsashepushes

mypantytotheside,herubsmynanawithhis

fingersfirstbeforethrustingingently.Igasped

closingmyeyesasheenteredme,heheldmywaist

andstartedpoundingmefromtheback,Ifeltshiver

rundownmyspineasthefrictionbetweenour

privatepartsdidwonders,hisotherhandgently

grabbingmyboobasmybodyshookwitheach

thrust.Itriedtosuppressmymoansbypressing

mylipstogetherbutIcanneverbefullyquietno

matterhowhardItried,hewasjusttoogood.

.
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Jordan'ssisterhadjustfinishedmakingherspeech,

theyaskedifanyonefrommysidewantedtosay

something,Naomi'sfathercameup,Ismiled

gratefully,popsalwayscamethroughforme,I

lookedaroundwhilehewastalking,Ihaven'tseen

Naomisincewecamebackfromthealtar,Trueis

nowheretobefoundaswellandthere'snotmany

peoplehereforittobehardtonoticethattheynot

here.Isawhowemotionalshewasduringthe

service,couldshehavedecidedtoleave?Without

sayinggoodbye?Asthemaidofhonorshewas

supposedtosayaspeech,Iguessweddingsstill

bringbackhurtfulmemories,Idon'twannalie,Ifeel

reallybadthatI'mgettingmarriedwhileIruinedthat

forher,I'llneverforgivemyselfforthat,Iknowhow

harditwasforhertoagreetocomingtothe

weddingletaloneputtingheronthespotlightof

playinganimportantroleinourwedding.

IfeltJordan'shandsqueezeme,thatwasherway

ofcalmingmedownwheneverI'mdistantminded.I

lookedatherandkissedhercheek.



Naomi'sdadwentbacktohisseatasweclapped,

justaswewereabouttocloseupthespeeches

NaomiandTruecomeinfromthebackasTrue

takesaseatandNaomicontinuestothefront

askingforamiketosayafewwords.Isighand

smileassoonasInoticeshewasokayandingood

spiritsagain.

Naomi:"Helloeveryone,mynameisNaomi,andby

mydress,youcantellthatIamtheMaidofHonor

today(shedoesatwirlandtherewaslaughteras

somemadesoundsofadmiration)Ialmostdidn't

makeitbecauseIwasafraidIwouldn'tlookpretty

inanydresswiththisgiantbellybutmostofallifI

standformorethantenminutesoneifthesebabies

mightslipoutofmyvagina(weallburstinto

laughter,shegigglesabitandcontinues)Ihave

knownthegroomforeightyearsnow,wemetatan

awkwardpartyfullofdrunkteenagersexperiencing

freedomforthefirsttime,itwasnotmysceneand

hesawrightthroughmepretendingtobe

somethingIwasnot,hetookuselsewhereandwe

paintedthecityred,IhavenoideawhyItrusteda



malestrangerwithmylifebutIdid...andI'mgladI

did,becauseIfoundmyselfmyfirstbestfriendand

abrother..Formanyyears,wehavebeenthrough

thickandthin,andwehavesharedmanymemories.

Todayisanothergreatdaytoaddtoourcollection

ofsweetmemories,soI’mreallylookingforwardto

thecake!(Ilaugh)Iknowyouwillhavechallenges

asallrelationshipsdo.Butyouknowwhat’sgreat

aboutloveandrelationshipsandmarriages?itis

learningtogrowtogether.Caringandsharing,and

lotsoftenderness.Andmaybeabitofpatience,or

maybeevenalot.Solet’sraiseourglassestothe

poweroflove,thatmakesallthesewonderfulthings

happen!

Todayyoustartacompletelynewchapterofyour

lives.WhatcanIsay?Ifyoureallywanttomakeit

untildeathdoyoupart,Neverforgetthetwomost

importantreplies‘you’reright,dear’and‘okay,buy

it’(welaughasthemenintheroomagree)Love

andcherisheachother!Thesetwoareararefindin

today’sworld.Here’stothegroomwhohasabride

sofair,andhere’stothebridewithagroomwhois



sorare!"

Weraiseourglassesandcheers!

Therestofthepartycontinuedaswealldanced

whileothersate,wewerealreadychangedintoa

morecomfortableformalattire.Iwasenjoyingmy

wife'scompanybythedancefloorasIheldher

closetome

Me:"youmywifenow"

Jordan(blushing):"andyou'remyhusband"

Ilaughpeckingherlips

Me:"thisisthebestdayofmyentirelife"

Jordan:"minetoo"

Me:"thankyouformakingmeamanamongstother

men,Idon'tknowwhatI'dbewithoutyou,thankyou

fornotgivinguponme,IpromiseI'llalwayslove

youandI'llneverevertakeyourloveforgranted

again"

Shesmilesemotionallyasatearescapeshereye



Jordan:"IloveyouZeke,Iloveyousomuch"

Weshareanintimatekissassomeoneclearstheir

throat

Iturnandsmilewidelyhuggingher

Me:"Iwasabouttocometoyou,yourspeechwas

amazing,thankyousomuchforcomingBambi,I

knowit'sacriticaltimeforyou"

Naomi:"Iwouldn'tmissitfortheworld,

congratulationsMrandMrsNowell(grinshappily)

youguysdidit!"

Jordan(smiling):"yeah!Wedid!Goshthatsounds

sogood"

Theygigglesharingahug

Naomi:"hey,sowewereabouttoleave,Ihaveto

sleepoverthehospitaltonight,Ican'twaittoget

theselittlepeopleoutofme!"

Jordan:"GiiirrlIfeelyou!Iwishyouasafedelivery,

Godprotectyouandallfourofthoselittlepeoplein

you"

Naomi:"thankyou...



Me:"I'llwalky'allout,babeyouattendtherestofthe

guests"

Jordan:"okaylove"

Shepacksmylipsandwalksaway

Ithrowmyarmoverhershoulder

Me:"mygirl,howareyoureallyfeeling?"

Naomi:"I'mokay,Ijustneedabedrightnow...but

I'mgood,Ididgetabitemotional,youknowthebad

memories,butI'mgoodnowandI'mhappyforyou"

Ilookather

Me:"I'llneverforgivemyselfforcomingbetween

youandTruepurposelyandruiningthebeautiful

relationshipyouhadandrobbingyouofwhatwas

supposedtobethebestdayofyourlife,I'mforever

sorryMimie"

Shelooksupatme

Naomi:"it'sallinthepastnow,itwasn'tentirelyyour

fault"

*Silence*



Naomi:"guessnowwereallyhavetogostrictonthe

boundariesofourfriendship,nowIunderstandthe

distance,it'llhelp,Ijusthopewedon'tbecometotal

strangers"

Me:"Never,butyouareright"

Naomi:"Jordanisaluckygirl,pleasedon'tbreakher

heart(laughs)Iknowyou"

Welaugh

Me:"theoldmelongdied,Jordanwillnotexperience

thatdooshbageveragain"

Naomi(smilingtearfully):"good"

WegettotheparkingwhereTruewaswaitingfor

heragainsthiscarwithhisonehandinhispocket

andtheotherholdinghisphone.

Wegettohimandwedabhands

Me:"thankyouforcomingman,Iappreciatethe

support"

True:"it'sallgood"

Theylookateachotherforawhileandbackatme



asIsenseanawkwardvibe,Ifrownlookingat

Naomi

Naomi(sighs):"uhm...beforeweleave,there's

somethingweshouldtellyou"

Me(confused):"oh..okay...whatisit?"

Naomi:"Idon'tknowhowtosaythisbut...I'vebeen

doingabitofmyowninvestigationwithregardsto

yourfather,nowsofarIonlyhavereasonable

theoryofwhoyourfathermaybealthoughonly

DNAcanproveit.....

Shecontinuestalkingtellingmeaboutherfindings

andmyheartwasbeatingoffmychestasmyeyes

lockedwithhis

Me:"youmeantotellme...he'smybrother?"

True:"fromthepicturesofyourmother,yesthatwas

definitelymymomthere'snodoubtaboutit,Idon't

knowaboutourfather,butfromherlettersitseems

asthoughshedoesshareasonwithmyadoptive

fatheralthoughshedoesn'tmentionanyofour

names,shejusttalksaboutthesonwhoranaway

fromhome,andwebothranawayfromhome"



Ishakemyheadindisbelief

Naomi:"Truewasthinkingy'allconfronthimina

monthtime,please,fornowjustthinkaboutthis,

youdon'thavetojoinhimontheconfrontationif

youdon'twantto,butifyouareinterestedin

knowingwhoyourfatheriseventhoughyouwon't

createarelationshipwithhim,you'refreetojoin

him"

Truenodsinagreement

Me:"okay...I'llthinkaboutit,thankyouforlettingme

know"

Naomi:"soyounotmadthatIdugdeeperbehind

yourbackeventhoughyousaidIshouldleaveit?"

Ismilelookingather

Me:"Iknewyouwouldn'tletitgo,noI'mnotmad,

yourheartwasintherightplace"

Shenods

Naomi:"okay,we'llseeyouwhenweseethen"

True:"congratulationsonyourunion,itwasavery

beautifuldayindeed"



Me:"thankyou,driveandflysafely,andallthebest

withthedelivery,pleasesendmanypictures"

Naomi:"wewill,bye"

Heopensthedoorforherofferinghimselfforherto

balanceasshestrugglesgettinginthecar.He

closesthedoorandlooksatmethengivesmea

respectfulnodwhichIreturnbeforegoingtohis

sideandtheydriveaway

Naomi(lookingoutthewindow):"tillwemeetagain

amigo!Byeeeee!...

Me(laughing):"byeeeee

Iblowherakiss,shepretendstocatchitandblows

memineasthecardisappearswithherlaughing

lookingbackatTrue.

Isighandheadbacktothebackyard

.

.

.
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Iwassittingonthebedwatchingherpackforus.

Jordan:"Istillcan'tbelieveyouTrue'sbrother"

Me:"he'snot,maybebiologicallyyes,buttome,he's

notmybrother,Ineverhadabrotherorafather

evenamother,I'vealwayshadmyself,I'mjust

goingforthesakeofhavingquestionsanswered

butthefactthatIdon'thaveafamilydoesn't

change,atleastnotbloodfamily,you,Zainandour

futurekidsaremyfamily"

Jordan:"andNaomiandherfather?"

Me:"yesandthem,butI'mtalkingaboutmyvery

own,myfirstpriority"

Shesmilesandcomestositontopofme

Jordan:"I'mproudofyoufortakingthisstep,Iknow

itwon'tbeeasyandit'llbeveryhurtful,butinorder

tomoveforwardsometimeswehavetolookback,

I'llberightbyyourside"

Me:"aslongasIgotyouI'mgood"

Sheleansinandwekiss



.

.

.

NAOMI

.

.

.

IwasholdingLuzukowhilefeedinghim,even

thoughI'mnotonthetreatmentIjustdidn'ttrustmy

breastmilktofeedmybabies,itbreaksmyheart,

butIstartedthemwiththebottlelikeMatilda,Idon't

wantanythingharmingmybabiesortheyfindout

laterinlifetheyhavecancer,I'dneverforgive

myself,IknowIcan'tcontrolitbutIdon'twantitto

feellikeit'smyfault.MaybesomedayI'llbe

comfortabletobreastfeedagain,butnotwhilethis

diseasethatthreatenedmylifeisstillsofreshinmy

memory.

Thedoctorsaysit'snowsafesinceIlongstopped



chemoandcancercellscannotbetransmitted

throughbreastmilk.Ijustcan'tbringmyselftodoit

anymore.

HewasfinallyasleepasIcarefullylaidhimdownin

hiscot.

Igavebirthtofourhealthybabies,twoboysand

twogirls,theboyswereLuzukoandLakhiweand

thegirlswereLiyemaandLiyakhanya.Wedecided

tojuststickwiththeXhosanamesonlyIcouldn't

havehopedforanythingbetter,Godblessedme

abundantly,Matildawillhavesistersandbrothers,

I'mhappy.IwishIhadthatgrowingup,my

childhoodwould'vebeensomuchmoreinteresting.

Yestheyareblessings,butdamntheyareahandful!

IfIdidn'tgetanyhelp,Ihonestlywouldn'thave

survived,babiesareemotionallydraining,Inow

understandwhywomenfallintodepressionafter

birth,itisexhausting.



Iamtired.Trueistired.Sleep?Thathasbecome

foreigntous,thesebabieshardlysleepthroughout

thenightbefore,ifthreeareasleeptheotheroneis

restless,it'srareforthemtoallsleepatonce,don't

evengetmestartedwhenonestartscrying,it'sa

nightmare.

DuringthedaywehaveSihleandwe'vehiredtwo

moreladiesaswellasshecan'tdoitonherown

includingkeepingthishouseclean,itwouldbe

abuse,onlySihlesleepsinthough,theothersgo

home.

Truewasinthebathroomshowering.

He'sleavingforP.Etoday,Iwon'tbejoiningthem,I

believeI'vedonemypart,therestI'llleaveitfor

themtodealwithitprivatelyasafamily,I'lljustwait

hereandcomforthimwhenhegetsback,hesaidhe

won'tbesleepingover,it'saonedaythingandhe's

notsurehowmanymorelieswillberevealed.



Ileftthebaby'sbedroom,theyallhavedifferent

roomswherethesleepduringtheday,Idon'twant

themdisturbingeachother'ssleepsothatwhen

onewakesuptheyallwakeupatonce,whenone

criesheorshedisturbstheothers,thatiswhatI

avoidduringtheday,otherwisewe'llbebusywith

kidsallday,westilltryingtogettheirnaptimesin

sync,it'saprocessbutwe'llgetthere.

HonestlyifIgetpregnantagain,somebodyshould

justshootmebecauseIamnotpreparedtogo

throughthisagain,Ithinkfreezingmyeggswilldo

megoodorjusttiemytubes,Imeanwhywould

Truewantmorekidsthanthis?Heiscrazyabout

hiskidsit'slikehecan'tevenfeelthestressthatI

talkaboutfromthekidsandhe'swiththemand

takingcareofthemasmuchasIam,buthenever

getstiredhe'senjoyingtheirinfantphaseandIon

theotherhandamdreadingit,I'mnotas

emotionallyfitIguessbutIlovemykidstodeath.



Iwalkinonhimlotioninghisnakedbody.

IsmilelookingathimasIheadtowardsthebed

sittingdownandfeastingmyeyeswiththeworkof

artinfrontofme.Istillcannotbelievethatallofthis

ismine,youcan'tblamemeforbaringsomany

childrenforhim,it'shisfault.

Lookathimmakingsureeverypartofhisbodyis

moisturizedyou'dneverfindthismanashy,ever,

evenhishands,heevenkeepsahandmoisturizerin

thecar,alwayswellgroomed,hisbeardandhaircut

alwaystrimmedandsharpatitsbest.

True:"takepictureswhileyouatitlove"

Hisdeepvoicebringmebacktoearthfromaworld

offantasyasIlookupathisface

Me:"don'tflatteryourself"

Hisdickwobblesashewalkstowardsmetakinghis

underwearthathehadpacedonthebedalonghis



outfitfortheday.Idon'tknowhowmybodystill

easilygetsarousedbyhim,eventhoughIknowthat

Ican'thavesexwithhimjustasyet,IthinkImight

justbeaddictedtosex,thiscannotbenormal.

True:"youknowifyouwantsomeyoudon'teven

havetoask,youcancometake"

Ismileblushing

Me:"Idon'twantanything,whatareyoutalking

about?"

Hegivesmealopsidedsmileputtingonhispants

True:"wellyoumissedyourchancenow"

Me:"whatever"

Isighwatchinghimputonhisshirt,IthinkI'min

lovewiththewayhedresseshimself,Ilike

watchinghimtakecareofhimself,it'soddly

satisfying,tuckinginhisshirt,puttingonhisshoes,

fixinghiscolor,brushinghisbeardandhair,puffing

hiscologne,thewayhedoesit,it'slikehe'sinsome



commercialormovie.Ifindmytummygetting

butterfliestotheoddestlittlethingshedoes,maybe

it'shimthatI'maddictedto.

Me:"love?"

Helooksatmethroughthereflectionofthemirror

infrontofhim

True:"sthandwasam?"

Igiggleblushingashesmilesatmethroughthe

mirror,Idon'tevenknowwhyIgetsogoofylikea

littlebaby.

Me(blushing):"whydoyouhavetolookatmelike

that"

True(smiling):"how?"

Me:"stopsmilingatme!"

Helaughsoutloudputtingdownhishairbrush

dustinghairparticlesoffhisshirt.

Hewalksuptomeonthebedhehelpsmestandon

myfeetashesitsonthebedandmakesmesiton



hislap

Me:"babe,I'mgoingtocreaseyourclothes"

True:"itdoesn'tmatter"

Me:"butyouhatecreasesonyourclothes"

True:"ifityouwhocreasesthem,Ilovethem"

Igiggle

Me:"mxmyou'resococky"

True:"Ionlygotcockforyoumylove"

Ihithischestlaughing

Me:"babe!Ireallywantedtosaysomethingserious

youknow"

True:"okay,sayit"

Me:"nowIdon'tknowwhatIwantedtosay

anymore"

True:"thenitwasn'tthatserious"

Ihithisshoulderburyingmyfaceinthecrookofhis

neckinhalinghishypnoticcologne,Ican'tbelieveI

everhatedthisscent,thosequadsaresonotokay



forthat.

Me:"howareyoufeeling?"

True:"atthisverymoment?(Kissesmytemple)I'm

veryhappy"

Me:"Imeanabouttheotherthing,confrontingyour

fatherabouteverythingtoday?"

True:"ohthat,wellhowamIsupposedtofeel?I

meanI'veonlybeenlivingaliemywholelife,Idon't

knowhowtofeelrightnow"

Me:"Iunderstand,butit'sbetternowthannever,

pleasetrytokeepittogetheruntilyoucomeback

home,Iwantyoubackinonepiece,justlistento

whathehastosay,askwhatyouneedtoask,find

answers,foryourself,foryourownpeaceand

belongingforourchildren,remember,yougoingto

fixthingsnottearthemapart"

True:"yeahIhearyou"

Me:"Iknowyounotaviolentperson,andcanit

pleasestaythatway?"

True:"I'mnotmakinganypromises,butI'mhopingit



staysthatway,Iwishyoucouldcomewithme"

Me:"metoo,butIhavetostaywiththekids"

True:"shouldItakeKamva?MaybeIcouldleavehim

byhismother'splaceandfetchhimlaterwhenI

comeback"

Me(sighs):"yes,youcantakehim"

HegetsupasIgetdownfromhim,Iwrapmyarms

aroundhisneckandhepullsmecloserandwekiss.

Me:"pleasetravelsafely"

True:"Iwill"

Hepecksmylipsoncemore

True:"Iloveyou"

Me:"Iloveyoumore"

Hepecksmytempleandtakeshiscarkeys,phon

andwalletandheadsoutasIwalkbesidehim

holdinghimaroundhiswaistheadingdownstairs.

Wegreettheladieswhowerebusyaroundthe

houseandaskoneoftheladiestobringKamva



fromhiscribandhisstuff.Shefollowsbehindus

shortlyafterandgiveshimtomeasIstraphimup

atthecarseatattheback.Wehavetogetabigger

carnowsinceeachofourcarsonlyhaveonecar

seatwhichwereforMatildaandKamva,there'salot

westillneedtoshopforafterI'vecompletelyhealed

though.

TruegetsinthecarandIclosethedoorforhim.I

wishIcouldfastforwardthetimeandhavehim

backinmyarmsalready,sleepingwithouthimhas

yetbecomeimpossibleonceagain,itwastorture

whenwebrokeupandittookmesolongtoget

usedtosleepingaloneagain,nowthatIhavehim

backandwe'vebeenstayingtogether,onenight

apartfeelslikealifetime,that'swhyhe'snot

sleepingoverthatside.

Iwaveathimashedrivesoff.

IheadbacktothehouseandI'mwelcomedbycries

comingfromallthebabymonitors,Imakeacrying

faceattherealizationthatnaptimeisoverandthe



chaoswillstartonceagain.Iheadupstairswith

Sihletotakethekids.

.

.

.

TRUE

.

.

.

ThecarparkedoutsideLelethu'splaceasIcalled

her,Ididn'tinformherIwascomingasIthought

abouttakingKamvaonthelastminute,she'sbeen

complainingaboutmissinghimandIinsistedon

keepinghimforthesummerholidays,Iwantto

spendhisChristmaswithmeandhisothersiblings.

"Hello?"

Me:"hiLele,celauvuleigatendizenomntana"

(pleaseopenthegate,Icamewiththebaby)



"Hayi!Kutheniumziseungatshongoandikhonje

ngoku!Haikodwanawe,ndiyasebenzakaloku

ngoku"(whyyouboughthimwithouttellingme?I'm

atworknow)

Me:"okayI'llleavethen,Icamehomefortheday

thoughtyoumightwannaseehimwegoingback

later"

"Youtakinghimbacktoday?OhcomeonTrue,

pleaseleavehim,I'llaskmyhelpertotakecareof

him,I'llbringhimbackwhenschoolholidaysstart,

please"

Me:"Ishouldleavemybabywithastranger?No,I

didn'tplanonleavinghimhereforthatlong,itwas

justapassingbyvisit,butsinceyounothome,bye"

"EishndicelatorhomarnQiniso,pleasecela

umshiyeohyiniibanemhliziyo,Imisshimsomuch"

(pleaseleavehimbehind,haveaheartplease)

Isighlookingathergatethoughtfully

Me:"ifyounotbackbythetimeIleavehomefor

Capetown,thenyoucanforgetaboutseeinghim"



"Okay,howlongwill....

Ihangupbeforeshecouldsaymore

IcalledZeke

"HeymanIjustlanded"

Me:"okayI'mcomingwaitbytheentrance"

"Okaycool"

Ihangupandthedriverdrovemebacktothe

airporttofetchhim.

Itwaseasytospothimasitwasn'ttoobusy,Irolled

downthewindowandhesawmeashecame

towardsthecarcarryinganovernightbag.Ishe

planningonsleepingoverthisside?

Zeke(closingthedoor):"hey"

Me:"hi,howwasyourtrip?"

Zeke:"notthatbad"

Me:"good"



Inodlookingoutthewindowavoidingtheawkward

silencethroughouttheride

Itriedmakingconversationaskingabouthow's

marriedlifetreatinghimandhowwasthe

honeymoonsincethelasttimewespokewasathis

wedding.Thetopicactuallygotusthroughtheride

asotherthingspoppedupanditwasn'tthathard

keepingconversationwithhimafterall.

Davidwelcomeduswithanicelunch,braaimeet

papandsalads,buthewasstillbusywiththemeat.

he'sgoodatmakingonefeelwelcome,that'soneof

thereasonsIlovecominghome.

IintroducedhimtoZekeandhedidn'tshowany

signsofknowinghimorguiltatallitwasasifIwas

reallyintroducinghimtoastranger,onlywhenI

mentionedthathewasNaomi'sfrienddiditclickto

himandrememberedseeinghimatthewedding,he

wasconfusedastowhyIboughtthemanweboth

hated.DadandBandilearethepeopleIconfidein



andtheybothhateZekebecauseofhisrelationship

withNaomithatgotbetweenus.

Wewerehavinglunchwithmytwobrothers,

Amandawasn'thomeasusual,shedoesn'tstay

hereafterallonlycomesonholidaysorwhen

there'safamilymatter.Wewerenowdoneeating.

Me:"ChumaThanbanikhanishiyeabantuabadala

bathethe"(pleaseleavethetablefortheadultsto

talk)

Theygetupcollectingourplatesaroundthetable

headingtothekitchen

Me:"tatacelasiyothethaemnyango"

(Dad,canwegotalkoutside)

Dad(abitconfused):"okay"

Weallgetupandheadouttothepatio

Wealltakeoutseats



Dad(lookingatZeke):"ohIthoughtyouwantedjust

youandItotalk?"

Me:"No,actuallyIwantedtoaskyouabouthim"

IsaypointingatZekeandhelooksatmeevenmore

perplexed

Dad:"whatwouldIknowabouthim?(Chuckles)we

literallyjustmet"

Me:"Dad,Iknoweverything,everythingthatyou

havebeenhidingfromme,I'mgivingyouachance

toexplainyoursideofthestory"

Dad:"Iamsolostrightnowyouhavenoidea,what

areyoutalkingabout?"

Me:"okay,fine,youwantmetospellitout.

SamanthaNowell.Whoisshe?"

Hiseyeswidenedshocked

Dad:"whotoldyou?...whatdidshesaytoyou?"

Zeke:"she'smydeadmother"

Hisjawdropsholdinghischestthenheshakeshis

headbeforeliftingituptolookatme



Dad:"ohh...I'msorrytohearthat"

Me:"David,pleasestartexplaining,Idon'twantto

keepaskingyoujipsandJapsonthingsyouknow

verywellIneedtoknow"

Henoddedlookingatme

Dad:"okay,I'llstartfromthebeginning"

Me:"that'llbereallyconvenient"

Dad:"Alongtimeago,Ifellinlovewiththisbeautiful

younglady,shewastheonlywhitegirlinourhigh

school,shewasverybeautifulandkindheartedtoo

butshestruggledtomakefriendsbecauseblack

peoplewerescaredofwhitepeoplebackthen,the

highschoolIwenttowasoneoftheveryfew

privatemixedschoolsthatfewblackpeoplecould

affordbutthatoneonlyhadblackpeople.SoIwas

theoneboldenoughtobefriendher,showher

aroundtheschool,meetupwithherafterschool

hangoutaroundtheneighborhood.Webecame

verycloseuntilromanticfeelingswereinvolvedand

wegotintoamoreintimaterelationship.Shewas

myhighschoolsweetheart,butourrelationship



facedsomanyobstacles,we'dgetharassedby

strangerssayingwhatweweredoingwasan

abomination,butwewerestrongenoughtomove

passedthatandcontinuewithourlove,untilone

dayyearslatershemixedaroundwiththewrong

friends,andtheywerebadinfluenceonher,she

startedpartyinganddrinking,atfirstitwasafun

thingdoneonsomeweekends,whichbecamemost

weekendsandendedupbeingveryoften,her

friendsdidn'tlikethatshewaswithablackman,

includingherfamily,theythreatenedme,beatme

up,butInevergaveuponus,we'dsneakaround

andonlyseeeachotherunderthedarkskyinquiet

places,untilonedaytheysentoneoftheirpolice

friendstoambushmeonedaysentthosevicious

dogstobiteme,theydidanumberonmeandmy

friendsbeatingmewithashambokontopofthat,

policeofthattimewereverybrutal,andsincethen

theyalwayskeptcloseeyesonmeandthat'swhen

IfinallydecidedtostayawayfromSamantha,

despitehowmuchwestilllovedeachother.

Shetoldmeshewaspregnant,butIcouldn'tstep



upevenifIwantedtoatthattimethingswerebad

andourliveswereontheline,wespentonemore

nighttogethernursingmywoundsofthebeatings

anddogbites,cryingtogetherandsayingourfinal

goodbyeswepromisedwe'dalwayscommunicate

throughletters,that'swhenwenamedyouQiniso,

butyourmom'sfamilychangedittoTruebecause

theycouldneverpronounceitandgaveyoutheir

ownfirstnameAldoafteryourgrandfather'sname

fromyourmother'sside.Weseparatedafterthat

nightandmovedbackfromCapetowntocontinue

myadultlifeintheEasternCape.

YearslaterImetmylatewife,Iwasnowworkinga

decentjobmakinggoodmoneyandwasreadyto

settledownandstartafamilyofmyown,wetried

forkidsforsolongbutnoluck,sowedecidedon

theharddecisiontoadopt,backthenweknew

nothingaboutsurrogatesandwhatnot.IknewIhad

asonouttheresoIwasnottheprobleminour

fertility.WhenIdidafollowuponyourmotherI

foundthatshewasacompletejunkieconsumedby

drugsandathingusedbymeninthestreets,soI



wenttoaskformyson,butIwastoldyouwereran

awayfromhomeandyouweretakentoan

orphanage,sofromthenItoldmywifeeverything,

andaftermonthsoffightsandanger,shefinally

agreedthatweadoptyou,butinsteadofcoming

cleanwithyouIdecidedweshouldratherstart

afreshbethefatheryoudeservedwithoutthe

resentmentofwhyIleftyouandallthatdrama,and

surprisingenoughyouneveronceaskedmeabout

yourrealfather,itwasasifyourspiritknewthat

youwerehomewithyourfather.(Sighs)soyes,I

amyourbiologicalfather,I'msorryforkeepingit

fromyou,Ireallyam,Ihopeyoucanforgiveme"

Inodunderstanding,I'mpissedhedidn'ttellmethe

truth,ItakedeepbreathsrememberingNaomi's

words,soIguessI'mgladIknownow,nowitall

makessensewhypeoplealwayssaidIlooklikehim.

Me:"whydidyouhideitfromme?EventhoughI

neveraskedaboutmyrealfather,Ialways



wonderedanddeepdownIhatedhimfor

abandoningmombecauseshealwaystalkedabout

you,shereallylovedyouanditseemsasthough

heartbreakiswhatledhertothelifeofdrugs,she

talkedaboutyouallthetimebutonlyandIhated

youthat'swhyIneverbotheredaskingaboutmy

realfatherwhenyouadoptedme"

Dad:"Ididn'ttellyoubecauseIdidn'twanttoopen

oldwounds,Iwantedustostartafreshasstrangers

whobecamefamily,Ididn'twantyourunningaway

frommetoo"

IsighlookingatZekewhowaslostinhisthoughts

Zeke:"sothismeans...younotmyfather,theson

thatmymothertalkedaboutinherletterswerehim

(pointingatme)itseemsasthoughmyfatherwasa

manheneverreallyloved,Imeanitmakessense

becauseofthenumberoftimeseverydayshe'd

remindmeofthemistakeIwasthatshewishedshe

aborted,itexplainswhysheletthosemensheused

toexchangeeveryweekendstreatmethewaythey

did...Iguesscomingherewasuselessformeafter

all"



Me:"hey,we'llfindyourfather"

Heshakeshisheadvigorously

Zeke:"No..nopleasedon't,(looksatDavid)I

probablywouldn'thavemindifyouweremyfather,

youseemlikeagoodman,andfromthewaythis

guyhereadoresyou,Icantellyouraisedhimwith

nothingbutlove...butIdon'twishtoknowmyfather,

IknowI'llbedisappointed,he'sprobablysomelow

lifedrugdealershecouldn'tpayandpayedwithher

pussybecausethat'swasherlife"

Dad:"Ican'tbelieveSam'slifeturnedoutlikethat,

shewassuchabeautifulandveryrespectful

womanwithdreamsandaspirations,IamwhoIam

todaybecauseofherembeddedwordsofwisdom

inmymind(sighs)Iknowthatyourmotherkepta

diarywhereshewrotedownherthoughts?Didn't

shehaveoneinherthings?"

Heshrugshisshoulders

Zeke:"maybeshedid,butI'vealreadyburnt

everythingI'mnotinterested,I'vesurvivedthislong

withouthim,I'mdoingprettywellformyself,Inever



neededhimthenandIsureashelldon'tneedhim

now,I'mgood,andI'mhappywiththefamilyImade

formyself.I'llbeabetterfatherthanheeverwas,

hell,hewasn'tevenafather"

Hiswordsshotstraightthroughmychestasmy

heartbrokeforhim.NowthatIwaslookingathim

withdifferenteyes,Icouldseetheundeniable

resemblanceofourmotherinhim.

Dad:"youareagoodman,I'msureyou'llmakea

goodfather"

Zeke:"IhopeIam,Ihaveasonandabeautifulwife"

Dad(smiles):"ohthenyoualreadytheworld'sbest

dadmos,nodoubtaboutit"

Me:"Istillcan'tbelievethatallthistime,youwere

mybrother,it'sreallyasmallworld"

Dad:"thatexplainstheinterestinthesamewoman"

Ichuckle,healsoletsoutalightchuckle,Dad

laughsandweallenduplaughing

Me:"it'sbeencrazy"

Zeke:"tothinkyoualmostkilledme"



Welaughlouder

Me:"I'veneverwantedamantodiesobadly"

Zeke:"samehere"

Dad:"thatgirlhady'allbytheballs"

Ihitmyfacecoveringitembarrassed

Zeke:"well,she'saspecialgem"

Me:"thatsheis"

Dad(laughing):"naahhhy'allwerejustpussy

whipped"

Weallburstoutlaughing

Me(laughing):"Davidalwaystakesittoofarkeyena"

Dad:"continuecallingmebymyname,you'llseethe

realDavidwhenIthrowastoneonyourforehead

andyoudropdeadliketheGoliathyouare"

Yoh!Wewereinstitches,astheyardfilledwith

laughter.

.

.
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Thelunchwentsowell,wedecidedtohavesome



beers,talkedaboutabunchofstuff,ToldZekeall

aboutmylifewithMomandhowIendedupatthe

orphanage,Dadtalkedaboutwhenhewenttolook

forme,hetoldusabouthimselfhislifewithMom,

inthestreetswhenheranaway,howNaomi's

fatherfoundhimandtookhimtoschoolin

exchangethatheworksforhimontheside,hesaid

hewashisparttimePA.Wehadalottotalkabout

fromseriousconversation,tosadlifestories,to

easylitefunconversationsaboutsportsand

women,itwasn'tawkwardatalleverythingwasjust

flowingandwewerehavingfunlaughing.

Zeke:"shit!...

Hesayslookingathisphone

Me:"whatisit?"

Zeke:"tenmissedcallsfromthewife,I'minshit"

Me:"yeahyoudeepinit"

Dad:"usekakenistraight"

Hegetsupcallingher

Zeke:"letmegoshamefullyexplainmyself,I'llbe



rightback"

Hewalksawayfromustalkingtohisphone.We

lookathimandbackateachotherbeforebursting

intolaughter.

Dad:"he'sagoodkid"

Me:"IfeelbadforthatIwasn'tthereforhim,hehad

togothroughallthatalone,ifIdidn'tleave,I

should'veenduredstayingwithmomalittlelonger

untilIfinishschoolsothatIcould'vetakenhimwith

me"

Dad:"youcouldn'thavepredictedthatshewas

goingtohavemorekids"

Me(sighs):"yeah,hedoesn'tneedmenow,he'sdone

everythingforhimselfandhe'sbecomesuccessful"

Dad:"moneyandsuccessdon'tbuyhappiness,

havingusashisfamilywillmakeabigdifference,

he'sstillakid24,heneedsabrotherandafather,

nomatterwhathesays,heonlysayshedoesn't

needanyonefromaplaceofhurtandabandonment,

deepdown,it'dbenicetohaveafamilyofhisown

wherehecouldtakehiswifehometovisitduring



holidaysandcarryherwifelyduties

kulomkhwenyana"

Me:"yeahthat'dbeawesome,so,youdon'tmindif

wemakehimpartofourfamily?"

Dad:"he'syourbloodandhe'smyfirstlove'schild,

lovinghimwillbeeasy,Idon'tmindadopting

anotherson"

Ismileemotionallyastearsthreatenmyeyes,I

moveclosertohimandgivehimabighug.Zeke

clearshisthroatandweletgo

Me:"it'snotwhatitlookslike"

Helaughs

Zeke:"itlookslikeyouadaddy'sboy"

Me:"don'tcallmethatIkickass"

Zeke(laughing):"justsayingwhatIsee"

Thesunhadfallenanditwasdarkoutside

Me:"uhm,wewerejusttalkingaboutyouactually"

Zeke(sippinghisbeer):"oh?Whatwereyousaying

aboutme?"



Me:"uhmIwasjustsayinghowIwishIknewyou

sooner,ifIneverlefthomemaybethingswould've

turnedoutdifferentlyforyou,Iwould'vedone

everythinginmypowertoprotectyoufrom

everything,butIguessIlefttoosoon.Ifit'snottoo

muchtoask,Iwouldlikeforustostartover,as

brothersandbuildarelationshipwithmyfamily"

Hiseyesshimmeredlookingatmeashefoughthis

tears

Zeke(clearsthroat):"oh...I...

Dad:"youdon'thavetoanswernow,youcanthink

aboutitfirst"

Henods

Zeke:"yeah...somuchhashappened,butIdon't

thinkImindthat,I'dlikethatverymuch"

Iwalkuptohimgivinghimmyhandfora

handshakehelockshishandinmineandweshake

handsbutIenduppullinghimintoahugasmy

emotionsgetthebestoutofmeandIfindmyself

withtearsrunningdownmyface,heholdsme

tappingmyback



Me:"I'msosorry....

Zeke:"itwasn'tyourfault....

Wedecidedweweregoingtosleepoverandleave

thenextdaysinceitwaslateanywayasweplayed

boardgameswiththeyoungerbrothersaswell,we

introducedthemtoZekeasanewmemberofour

familyandtheywelcomedhimquitewarmlyexcited

thatourbrothercirclewasexpanding

Iexcusedmyselftomakeaphonecall.Ihadtolet

Naomiknowaboutthenewarrangementsforthe

night,we'vebeentextingbackandforthasshewas

gettingworriedonhoweverythingwasgoing,I

didn'texplaintoherindetailsbutIjusttoldher

everythingwasfine.

"Mylove?"

Me:"sthandwasam,uright?"

"No,I'mnotfine,yourkidsaretheworst!"

ShewhinesoutloudandIlaugh



Me:"areyousureyoutalkingaboutmykids?The

verywellbehavedcuteones?"

"MxmIhateyouforgivingmeQuadsforrealTrue,

weneedalonggetawayorelseI'mgoingtodieof

stress"

Me:"idramakodwamntuwam"

"I'mnotbeingdramaticTrue,youknowyourkids"

She'sright,raisingfourlittlebabiesatonceis

drainingplustwosmallones,Matildaisworsenow

thatshecanevenwalknow

Me:"okayyounotbeingdramatic,I'msorrymylove,

butI'llbehomebeforeyouknowit"

"Areyouontheplanenow?What'stakingsolong

uyak'khumbulaubabywakho"

Ismilebitingmylip,shesoundssosexywhen

speakingXhosa,Imustsay,she'simproving

Me:"ndyak'khumbulanamsthandwa,butthere's

beenachangeofplans,I'llcomebacktomorrow,

therewasalottotalkaboutandtimejustflewusby,

sowedecidedwe'llsleepoverandtraveltomorrow"



"(Sighs)aw,soI'msleepingalonetonight?Iwas

lookingforwardtoawarmcuddleandfoot

massageandofcausethetea"

Ichuckleslookingdown

Me:"I'llfillyouontheteatomorrow,I'llmakeitupto

youwhenIgetback"

"Okaythen,IguessI'llcuddlewithTilda,howdidit

go,I'mguessingwe'llsinceyousleepingover?"

Me:"itwentwellbabe,Zekeissleepingovertoo,we

reallyarehalfbrothersafterallandmydadturned

outtobemybiologicalfather"

"Halfbrothers?Soonlythesamemother?"

Me:"yesunfortunately"

"(Sighs)eish,sohestilldoesn'tknowhisfather,I

canimaginehowhurtfulanddisappointingit

must'vebeen,Iknowhesayshedoesn'tcareabout

knowinghisfatherbutdeepdownIcanseehe

does"

Me:"yeah,Ijustwantustomoveforwardandwork

onourrelationshipasbrothers,IfeelbadthatI



wasn'tthereforhim,momwasprobablypregnant

withhimwhenIleftbutIdidn'tknow"

"Don't...don'tevenstartblamingyourselfTrue,

you'vehadyoushareofstrugglesandyoucan't

alwaysbeincontrolofeverything,youcouldn't

havepossiblyknownshewaspregnantoraboutto

getpregnantwithyourbrother,justfocusonwhat

youcandonow,thepastisinthepastthere's

nothingyoucandobutfindawayforward"

Me:"yeah,youright"

"(Smiling)aren'tIalways?"

Ilaugh

Me:"youdeserveakissrightnow"

"Stop,youtorturingmebecauseImissyousomuch

rightnow"

IhearababycryinthebackgroundandSihle

sayingshegotit.

Me:"who'sthatnow?"

"That'sthecrybabyLiyema,youknowhowsheis,

shecriedtheloudestatthehospital"



Me(laughing):"yepandthelongest,thatbabycan

cry"

"Andsoonthey'llalljoinin"

Me:"letmeloveyouandleaveyouthen,Istillhave

totakeKamvatohismother"

"Weren'tyousupposedtoleavehimbeforeyou

wenthome?"

Me:"yeahbuthismomwasatworkwhenIcame"

"Ohhokay"

Me:"yeah,heaskedtohavehimforthewhole

weekend"

"YespleaselessbabiesforusshecantakeLiyema

andMatildaaswellyoh!"

Ilaugh

Me:"heeeyydon'ttalklikethataboutmyangels"

"Angels!?Thoselittledemons"

Webothlaughoutloud

Me:"you'llbegettingbacktoworksoonyou'llmiss



thosedemonsofyours"

"Whatever,letmegoseewhyshe'sbeingso

dramatic"

Me:"ufuzeumamakhengedrama"

(Shetakesthedramafromhermother)

"Me?When?I'mnotdramatic"

Myeyeswidenindispute

Me:"lookatthatdefense,it'sdramaticonitsown"

Welaugh

Me:"sthandwasam,goodnightvah?"

"(Blushing)goodnightmybaby"

Me:"uyathandwayindodavah?

(Yourmanlovesyou)

"Iloveyoumoremylove"

Ismileforawhilecontemplatingtohangup

Me:"valaucingokalok"

(Hangupthephone)



"Valawenalove"

Wegigglesstupidly

Me:"okaykebye"

"Bye"

Isighlisteningtohersoftgigglesbeforehangingup.

Isighheavilyheadingbacktothelounge

Zeke:"thatwasonelongcall"

Me:"youknowhowwomenare,theytalkfordays"

Dad:"ohpleaseweheardyoubusygigglinglikea

littlegirloverthere"

Theylaughoutmxm,Irollmyeyessittingbackon

myspotasItrytofigureoutwhattheyweretalking

aboutbeforejoininginandwecontinueplaying.

AfterafewhoursthekidsweresleepingandIwas

drivingKamvatohismother'splace.

IcalledhertoopenthegateassoonasIreached

herplace.Idroveinafterthegateopenedand



parkedinfrontofherhouse.

IpickedthesleepingKamvaupandweheaded

insidethehouseasshewelcomedusin.

Lele:"hey"

Me:"heyhowareyou?"

Lele:"I'mgoodandyou?"

Me:"weneedtotalk"

Shefrownslookingatme,IwasstillholdingKamva

who'sheadwasrestedonmychestaswesatdown

bythecouch

Lele:"oh-kay...

Sheansweredhesitantlysittingdown

Lele:"whatisthisabout?"

Me:"it'saboutkamvaobviouslywedon'ttalkabout

anythingelseunlessit'sabouthim"

Lele:"yeahofcourse,wouldyoulikesomethingto

drink?Ihavewine?"

Me:"thanksbutI'mgood"



Iwastipsyalmostclosetodrunkfromthedrinking

we'vebeendoingsinceafter

Me:"Iwantyoutotellmeeverything,thewholetruth,

IknowIwasverycarefulwithyou,Ieventhere

awaythecondomsmyself,howdidyouget

pregnantanddon'tfuckenlietome,howdidyoudo

itLelethu?....(lookingatKamva)pleasegoput

Kamvaaway,wecan'ttalkinfrontofhim"

Shegavemealookfilledwithfearasshetookhim

frommeandwenttoputhiminthebedroom.

Shecamebackandhergownwasnowopen

showingoffherbumshortpjshortsandacroptop

shirt,hercurvythighsalloutasshesatclosetome.

Withthealcoholinmysystemmydickresponded

tomywonderingeyes,Iclosedmyeyestryingto

regainsenses

Me:"pleaseclosethatgownupnow,Ican'ttalkto

youlikethis"

Lele:"isitdistractingyou?Becauseifitis,youknow

Icanhelp,thepussyisalwaysavailableforyou

True"



Mydickgotharderatthesoundofpussyandher

softtoneplayedtricksonme,Ihaven'thadanysex

foroveramonthnowandmydickwasdesperate.

Shetookmysilenceaspermissionasshegoton

topofmesittingrightonit,mybodybetrayingme

bygettingweakasmydicktwitched

Me(weakly):"don'tdothis....

Shepeckedmycheektrailingthemalongmy

jawlinedownmyneck,fuck,Ishouldstophernow,

comeonTruebefirmandgetheroffyou,myheart

reprimandedbutmymindwasfilledwithlustasmy

dicktwitchedunderneaththewarmthofherpussy.

Me:"wait...weneedtotalk"

Lele:"talk"

Shecontinuedgrindingherfatassonme,Iwas

yearningtofuckhersobadlymydickwasgetting

painfulundermypants,whenherlipstouchedmine

andIresponded,Iknewcominginherewasthe

biggestmistakeofmylife,Idon'tknowwhenbut

mypantsweredownandmydickwasoutmy

underwearassherubbeditandhermouthsucked



onit

Me(moaning):"ohhhfuckNaomi!...

Iopenedmyeyeslookingather

Itwasn'tNaomiitwasLelethu!

Iwantedtojumpupandstopherbutmydick

vibratedinhermouthasIwassoclosetocumming

Me:"fuck!Whatthehellareyoudoing!?"

Ithrewmyheadbackclosingmyeyes,my

manhoodtookcontrolasmyheartbattledwithmy

mindbeforeIcouldcumIfeltmydickslipping

insideslipperywarmthtighteningaroundit,Ilooked

upathershewasontopofmeridingmydick,my

headwasspinningasgroaninvoluntarilyescaped

mymouthasIletherfuckme,everythinghappened

sofastIdidn'tevengetthechancetoprotestor

think,withinamatterofsecondsIshotmyload

insideofherasshemoanedoutloudstillbouncing

herassonme.

Igotuppullingupmypantsaslustwas

overpoweredbyanger



Me:"whywouldyoudothat!!Areyoucrazy!?...fuck!!..

Lele:"Ithoughtit'swhatyouwanted...

Me:"fuck!Fuck!....

Iwalkedaroundthehouselookingforthebathroom

untilIfounditandclosedmyselfinsideasIstoodin

frontofthesinkwhichhadamirror,Iwashedmy

faceanddrankwaterfromthetapasIfeltmydick

softening.Iwasbreathingheavilyasmyheart

poundedoutofmychest.

Ilookedatmyreflectiononthemirrorwithregretof

whatIjustdid.Fuck!Ifuckendespisecheatingwith

allmybeing,andIjustdidit!HowcouldIletmyself

dothat!?

I'dnevereverforgiveanythinglikethis,Iknewthat,

iftableswereturnedI'dneverforgiveherforthis,I

hatecheaters,andnowhereIam,alcoholisnot

evenanexcuse,itcanneverbeanexcuse.

Myheartscoldedme.Ifuckedup.NowIhavetolie

andIfuckenhaterelationshipswithsecretsandlies,



butIcannotloseNaomi.Notagain.Notever.The

truthwillbreakus,itwillbreakusforever,wehold

thesamevalueswhenitcomestocheating,after

shefoundoutaboutherfathercheatingonher

mother,Iknowforafactthatthiswillbreakus.I

alwaysthoughtcheatingcanneverbeamistake

andwouldfightanyonewho'djustifyit,but

this...thiswasamistake,afuckenbigone.

Igotoutofthebathroomandtookmycarkeysfrom

thetable,whatIwantedtotalktoheraboutdidn't

evenmatteranymore.

Ilookedathershakingmyhead,shesmirked

lookingatme

Lelethu:"IthoughtyouwantedtoknowhowKamva

cameabout?What'sbestthanshowingyourather

thantellingyou?Youarejustlikeallmenoutthere,

youareweakenedbypussy,Isawthatyouthought

youweresmartbythrowingawaythecondoms,soI



askedyourgardenboywhoisresponsibleforthe

trashaswelltodomeafavorandgetthose

condomsforme,andjustlikeyou,hewas

weakenedbypussyanddidasIasked"

Shelaughs,IstormsofasttowardsherasIgrab

herbytheneckstranglingher,shetriedtofightme

offbutIwastoostrongforher.Iwasfumedwith

angerasmybloodboiled.

Me:"yougoingtofuckenregretthisday,ifthisever

comesoutorreachesNaomi'sears,youwillcurse

thedayyouwereborn,I'llmakesureofit,ifyou

thoughtyouknewme,you'lldefinitelyknowmethen,

takeadamnpillorIswearonmyMama'sgraveifI

plantedaseedinthere,thatbabywillnotlivetosee

theworld,ifyouthinkyouknewwitchcraft,I'llshow

youwitchcraft!I'llmakeyoumeetyourancestors!"

ShewasabouttopassoutsoIsqueezedheralittle

longerbutstoppedbeforeshecouldpassout,I

wenttogetmysonfromthebedroomandIgot

myselfoutofthathouseinseconds

Me(screaming):"Fuuuuckkk!!...



IhitthesteeringwheelbeforedrivingoffasKamva

startledwakingupasheburstintotearscrying

hysterically.

.

.

.

NAOMI

.

.

.

It'searlyinthemorningandI'mwokenupbycries

asusual.Someoneshootme.Duringthenightthe

quadssleepintheircotinourbedroombecauseI'm

notwakingupeveryfiveminutestotheotherside

ofthehousejusttogivethemthetheirbottles,we

usuallytaketurnsthroughoutthenightwithTrue,

butlastnightIwasallbymyselfandI'venever

neededTruelikeIdid,it'sliketheysensedthathe

wasnothomeastheycriedhystericallyinthe

middleofthenightIhadtocallSihletocomehelp



mecalmthem.

Theywerejustrestless.AtthismomentIhated

True'sdickandhissperms,Ineverwantedkidsthis

earlyinmylife,buthejusthadtochangeeverything

Ibelievedin.Iwon'tlie,itwasworthitthough,Igot

myselfarealmanwhoknewwhathewantedand

lovedhiskidstodeath,yessometimesthe

emotionalstressgetstome,butIdon'tregret

havingkidswithhim.IneverhaveandIneverwill.

IlovehimwithmyeverybeingandthistimeI'mnot

messingitup,I'vealreadykeptmydistanceand

limitedthetimeItalkedtoZeke,Trueandmybabies

weremypriority,nothingandnoonewascoming

betweenusagain,notifIcanhelpit.

Iwaschillingwithmyfourlittleelvesbythelounge

ontheflourplayingwiththemwhileMatildawas

busyoccupiedbyherlittlescooterdrivingitallover

thehouse.

IwastakingavideoforTrueasLuzukowassmiling

widelyveryfascinatedbytheplasticIwaswaving



overhim.

Isentit.Afterafewminutesheviewedit

"(HUBBY ) sooocute *sticker*"

Ismiledlookingattheinlovestickerhesent.Iknow!

Iknow!Hiscontacthasalreadybeenchangedfrom

TruetoHubby,yesI'mthetypetochangeyour

savednameaccordingtohowIfeelaboutyouat

thattime.WhendadtoldmeabouthisotherfamilyI

savedhimas"traitor"forquitesometime

"(Me)thisonelovesthings Ialreadyknowhe'll

bethemoreoutgoingonewho'llgiveusproblems

"

Mymessageticksturnblueimmediatelyashe

types

"(HUBBY )agent4isgoingtobetrouble,but

agent1Ithinkwillbeworse"

Ilaughoutloud,wecallthemagentsaccordingto

theordertheywereborninandwe'veputthose

numbersintheirdoorroomsaswellastheir

monitorstoknowwhichbabyinwhichroom



numberiscryingorup.

Liyemathecrybabyisagentonethefirstonewho

cameoutofthetummy.

"(ME)haithatonetogetherwithMatildawillbe

doingthemost "

"(HUBBY )Imissthemalready"

"(ME)howfarareyou?"

"(HUBBY )thejetjustleft,willbethereintwo

hours"

"(ME)okaymylove,travelsafely"

Ilogoffandgomakemyselfsomethingtoeatas

Liyacriesforme,haibo!Thiskidsarestartingto

recognizewhenleftalonenow?Jesussaveme!I

can'tbelieveagent(Liyema)hastaughtagent2

(Liyakhanya)herevilwaysalready.Itakeherand

trytomultitaskwithherinmyarmwhileBridgetour

extrahelperlooksaftertheothers.

Thedaygoesbyslowly,stayingindoorsallday



everydaycanbedepressing,nomatterhowmuch

entertainmentyouhaveinthehouse,Iplayedin

True'sgameroomtillIwastiredanddidsomework,

watchedmoviestillIfellasleeponthecouch.

Ifeltwarmkissesonmyforeheadandthenmylips,

IsmiledblushingashiscologneintoxicatedmeasI

stretchedmyarmoutandkissedhimback.

Me(onhislips):"finally,neverleavemealonewith

thoserascalagentsofyoursagain"

HelaughskissingmepickingmeupasIwrapmy

legsaroundhiswaistandhesitsdownwithmeon

him.

Wecontinuedkissingasifhe'sbeengonetothe

armyandweseeingeachotherforthefirsttimein

years,Igrindedmyselfonhimfeelinghishardon

rubbingagainstme.Hepulledoutthekissfeeling

uneasypushingmeawayabit.

Me:"what'swrong?"

True:"nothing"



Ifrownandleanbackinforakissbuthejustpecks

mepullingaway.

Me:"doesmybreathstink?Ididhaveasandwich

withonionsearlier"

True(smiling):"yourbreathisfinelove,I'mjusta

tired,itwasalongnightandflight"

Me(smiling):"okay,sofillmeup,whathappened

yesterdayexactly?"

Igetoffhimandturnhimkneelingbehindhimand

givinghimashouldermassage

Hemoansenjoyingmytouch

True:"itwentquietwell,Dadtoldmeeverything

abouthimandmymother,soIguessyouwereright

thattimeyousaidwelookedalikeandhecouldbe

myrealfather,Idon'tknowhowIneverthought

aboutitalltheseyears,butIguessitdoesn'tmatter

anymore,whatmattersisthathetookmeinand

raisedmethebestwayheknew,I'veneversuffered

foranythingunderhiscare.Itwasdisappointing

thatheisnotZeke'sfather,weallclickedreallywell,

itfeltgoodthatIhadabrotherfromthesame



mother,afteralotoftalkingandcatchingupover

beersweplayedsomegameswiththeyounger

ones,itgotalittlecrazyinvolvedwhiskeyshots,but

obviouslyforusandtheyoungeroneshadanugly

mixture,itwasfun"

Me(laughing):"IthoughtInoticedyouweredrunk

overthatcall"

True:"yeahthenIevenforgotabouttakingKamvato

hismotherIendedupgoingreallylate"

Me:"youwenttoherplacelateatnight?Andyou

weredrunk?"

Ijustdon'ttrustthatwoman,andIknowhowTrue

getswhenhe'sdrunk,butIhopehe'sonlythatweak

formeandIknowhowmuchherespectshimself.

ArghnowIfeelstupidforaskingthatwhenIknow

he'dneverdothattous.

Hepausedlookingatme

Me:"I'msorryforaskingitlikethat....

Isighsittingbesidehim

Me:"didyouenduplettingherhavehimuntilschool



holidays?"

True:"NoItookhimbacksamenight"

Me:"youendedupnotleavinghim?"

Shemust'vesaidordidsomethingtoupsethim

Me:"why?"

True:"somethinghappened"

MyheartbeatracesasIturnmybodytofullyface

him

Me(frowns):"whathappened?"

Hebrusheshisfacedefeatedsighingashelooks

awayfromme

True:"I...Idon'tevenknowwheretostart"

Mybreathingincreasesasthefearinhisvoice

crippledme

Me:"startfromthebeginning....

.

.

.



********

"ForbiddenUrges"

*******

Tobecontinued

Thankstoanonymousforsponsoringaninsert ,

Itrulyappreciatethesupport,it'sverymotivating

willpostbonuslateron.
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Helooksatmeforawhile,he'seyes,hiseyessayit

allandmyheartisshattered,butIstillmaintainmy

composurehopingfordifferentwordsthanwhathis

eyesaretellingme.

Me(whispers):"yoursilenceiskillingme"

True:"IwenttheretodropoffKamva...

Inod

True:"whenIgotthereIdecidedIshouldconfront

herabouthowaKamvacameaboutbecauseI

knowhowcarefulIwasandI'vetoldyouthis....

Inodagreeing,he'sbeenverysurethatLelethudid

foulplaytogetpregnantandIbelievedhim

becausewhywouldhelie?Wewerenottogetherat

thattimeandifithappenedithappenedbutitreally



botheredhimbecauseithappenedwithouthis

knowledge.Icalmdownabit,sothisiswhat

happened,Ihadworserunningthroughmymind

thinkinghesleptwithher.Iscoldmyselfinguilt.I

shouldreallyworkonmytrustissuesbecauseTrue

doesn'tdeservethishonestly.

Me:"Ihopeshetoldyouthetruth,I'msorrytosayit

butIhatethatwomanshe'soneconnivingspiteful

bitch,shedoesnotdeservesuchcutenessas

Kamva"

True:"yeah,yourightabouther,she'sveryconniving

(sighs)yeahshetoldmethetruth,Iusedtogivethe

gardenboymytrashtothrowwiththeothertrash

forthegarbagetruck,butshewasastepaheadof

me,heseducedthegardenboytobetraymeand

stealmycondomsfromthetrashforher"

Me:"ohmygoodness!That'ssosickandtwisted,

fromthetrashpho?"

Heshakeshisheadlookingatmeindisbeliefwitha

sarcasticchuckle

True:"Ican'tbelieveshe'ddosomethinglikethat"



Me:"babe,Ithinkyoushoulduseyourfullcustodyin

full,Imeanthiswomanhasprovedtoyoucountless

timesthatshedoesnothavepureintentions,allthe

thingsshedidtryingtocomebetweenus,pulling

yoursisterintoittoo,stealingyoursperms,

seducingyou,I'msuresheonlywantedababyjust

tousehimagainstyounotbecauseshereally

wantedababyforherselftoloveandnurture,

Kamvashouldn'tgobackthereandyoushouldstay

farawayfromher"

True:"that'sexactlywhatI'mplanningondoing,

she'snevergoingtoseeKamvaagain"

Ishiftclosertohimwrappingmyarmsaroundhim

givinghimawarmhug

Me:"I'msorry,Icanimaginehowyoumust'vefelt

whenshewasspillingherpoison,butatleastnow

weknowthetruthabouthowKamvacameabout,

nowcanwepleaseleaveherinthepast?"

Henods

True:"Idon'twanthernearmeormyson,IswearifI

seehernearmyfamilyI'mgoingtokillherwithmy



barehands"

Helooksatmeandthere'sthatfearagain

True:"NaomiIdon'twanttoloseyou"

Me:"younotgoingtoloseme"

Ipeckhislipsassuringhim

Me:"I'mnotgoinganywhere,whatLelethudidwasa

longtimeagoandwewerenottogetherthen,Iwon't

letanyonecomebetweenusagain"

True:"fuck...

Hecusseslookingawayfromme,it'slikethere's

morehewantedtosaybuthewasholdingback.

True:"I...she...shetriedsomething...

Me:"what?Whatdidshetry?Ihopeshedidn't

threatenourbaby,I'llbedamnedifIletherhurt

Kamvaoranyofourbabies"

Heshakeshishead,itwasn'twhatIwasthinking

True:"shetriedto...sheseducedme"

Myheartdropstomystomachasmybrainstops



workingforafewsecondslookingathim

dumbfoundednotsureifIheardhimcorrectly

True:"shehadrevealingclothesandthenshe...she

satontopofme...(sighsnervously)...uhm...she

unexpectedlykissedme...

Themorehesaidthedeeperhepushedtheknifein

mythrobbingheart

HelookedatmenotcontinuingasIhopedhe

wouldn't,thathadtobeall,theycouldn'thavegone

alltheway,IknowdrunkTrueissexuallyweakbut

hecan'tbethatcareless,hewouldn'tletherdothat

tohim,tomyterritory.

Me:"that'sall?...

Iaskwithanticipation.Helooksatmethenlooks

downshamefullynodding

True(clearsthroat):"that'sall...

Me:"youkissedherback?"

Hecussesbeneathhisbreathfrustratedathimself

True:"I'msosorryNaomi...itwasastupid

involuntaryresponse,butIstoppeditassoonasI



gainedbackmysenses"

Me:"afterhowlong?"

True:"huh?...

Me:"howlongwasthekissTrue!?"

MyvoicepitcheshigherasIchokeinpain

True:"itwasn'tthatlong...

Me:"howlong!?....

True:"lessthanaminutemaybethirtyseconds...

Suddenlytheoxygenintheroombecamescarceas

Istruggledbreathing

Me:"shewassittingontopofyoulikehowIwas

justnow?"

Hegivesaslightnod

Me:"shegrindedonyou?"

True:"babe...

Me:"tellmeTrue,tellmewhatshedidandhowshe

didit,whendidyoupushheraway,wasitwhenyou

realizedyouweregettinghard?Orwhenshewas



tryingtotakeoffyourclothes?Diditgettotaking

offofclothes?Whathappened?"

Hestandsupandpacesholdinghishead

True:"shesatonme,grindedherassonme,kissed

me,Itriedtostopher,yesIgotweak,thealcohol

playedit'spart,the...the...

Me:"thewhat?"

True:"thepantsdidgodown,shehadherhandon

thedick...butthat'swhenIstoppedher,Istopped

herandItookKamva,that'swhensheexplained

whathappenedandhowshegotherselfpregnant

withKamva,IgotdoangrynextthingIwas

stranglinghertillshealmostpassedoutbutI

managedtostopmyself,IdroveoutasquickasI

could...

Hewalksuptomeandkneelsbeforemeholding

myhands

True:"everythingwassoblurandhappenedso

quickly,I'dneverdosomethinglikethattous,not

aftereverythingwe'vebeenthrough,pleaseforgive

meforlettinghergetthatfar,please,I'lldoanything,



anythingto..to...

Me:"towhat?Fixmybrokenheart?Toreversewhat

happened?Becausethat'shighlyimpossibleTrue,I

don'tunderstandwhyyou'dgotheredrunkinthe

firstplace,lateatnight,drivingwithababywhile

intoxicated!Areyoucrazy?Whydidyougothere

thatlate?Youknewsomethinglikethiswould

happen,deepdownyoumust'veknew,youwanted

tofuck,youweredrunkandhorny,youhaven'thad

sexinoveramonthnowandyouneededtorelease,

right?"

True:"thatwasthelastthingonmymind,Iwasn't

eventhinking.WhatIdidwascompletelystupidand

notthoughtthroughIswear,Ineverplanondoing

somethinglikethatGodismywitnessIdidn'tgo

therewiththoseintentions"

Ishakemyheadasthestinginmychestjustkeeps

gettingworse.Tearsescapemyeyes.

Me:"it'salwaysthiswoman!....

Igetupfromthecouch

Me:"Ican'tdothis....



True:"Naomiwait...

Heshoutsgrabbingmebymywaistasmybody

hitsbackagainsthisandmyhandbalancedonhis

chestandoureyeslock,Ilookdown.

Me:"No,letgoofme...

True(tearsonhisface):"youknowIhatecheaters,

andIpromisedmyselfI'dneverdothattothe

womanIlove,Iwouldn'tforgiveit,soIcan'texpect

youtoforgiveme,ifyoubreakthingsupI'll

understandandIwon'tmakeyourlifedifficult...I

justwantyoutoknowthatI'llforeverregretit,and

myloveforyouwillhauntmetillthegravebecause

it'saveryscaryworldformewhenyou'renotinmy

life,I'msosorryforbreakingyourheartonceagain"

Isighlookingathimwithgloomyeyes

Me:"Ihavetogo"

IbrokeawayfromhisembracecryingasIheaded

upstairsandpackedmybagsbeforeheadingdown

stairsanddrivingoff.

.



.

.

ZEKE

.

.

.

Weweredrinkinghotchocolatesnuggledinwarm

blanketsonthebedasIwastellingherabout

everythingthathadhappenedandshewaslistening

attentively.

Jordan:"awwbabe,that'ssosweet,theysoundlike

reallycoolpeople,I'mjustgladitwasn'tawkward

thatyouandTruearebrothersandwhathappened

betweeny'alldidn'tstopyouguysfromtryingto

buildanewbrotherlyrelationship"

Me:"yeah,metoo,I'mglad,butit'sgoingtotakea

whilegettingusedtoityouknow"

Jordan:"Ifeelyou,slowlybutsurelyyou'llgetthere

baby,there'ssomethinginterestingtodiscusswith

yourtherapist,youknowhealwaysgivesyouthe



bestadvice,that'swhyyoustillseeinghimeven

now"

Me:"he'sreallycooltotalkto,healreadyknowsway

toomuchaboutmeformetojustlethimgo,even

wheneverythingisgoingwellwewilltalkabout

that"

Jordan(laughing):"poorguy,he'sbasicallyapaid

bestfriendatthispoint"

Me(laughing):"exactly,sometimeswejusttalkabout

thewhetherandhowourdayswere"

Jordan:"that'stherapyafterall,it'smeantfortalking

aboutanything"

Me:"atleastyougetit"

Jordan(laughing):"yeah,younotweirdatall,forcing

someonetobeyourfriend"

Me(laughing):"mxm,it'snotforcingifhe'sgetting

paid"

Jordan:"poorguy"

Iticklehertummyasshelaughsjumpingabita

spillingherdrinkonourwhitecover



Jordan:"damnyouZeke!...

Ilaughwatchinghergetuptryingtofixthemess

Me:"that'llteachyou!....

Jordan:"aaargh!!Fool!....

Ilaughharder

.

.

.

TRUE

.

.

.

Ijustcouldn'tbringmyselftotellherthewholetruth.

Thehurtinhereyesshewasalreadycrushed,ifI

wenton,itwould'vebrokeherirreparably.

ItwasaftermidnightandIhadbeendrowning

myselfinwhiskeyallnightsincesheleft,Sihlewas



sleepingwiththebabiesinherroomtonight,Iwasa

messandIcouldn'tbearoundmykidslikethis.

I'mmadatmyself.I'veruinedeverything.I'llnever

getherbackthistime.Anditwouldbewrongofme

toeventryfightingtogetherbackafterthe

unforgivablesinI'vecommitted,Idon'tthinkI'llever

forgivemyself.

Iheardthedoordownstairsclosingandshortly

afterIheardfootstepscomingupthesteps.No

matterhowdrunkImaybe,Iknowthosefootsteps,

it'sweirdhowIcantellwho'scomingbythesound

oftheirsteps.Igotupfromthebedimmediately

fallingasImissedastep,myheadspinning.Igot

myselfupstumblingtowardsthedooropeningit

andIcomefacetofacewithher.

Shepushesmeoutthewaygettinginthebedroom

withherbagputtingitbackinthecloset.

Shewalksouttheclosetafterafewminutes

wearinghernightdress



Naomi:"youstillhavethenervetogetdrunkTrue?

YouhopingtobeseducedbySihlethistime?"

Me:"err....

Naomi:"pleasegetout,you'renotsleepinginthis

roomtonightoranyothernight,wherearemy

babies?"

Me:"Sihle'sroom"

Naomi:"fine,Icanuseonenightbreak,pleaseleave

theroomIwanttosleep"

Ismilealittlelookingather,shecameback,I

walkeduptoherkneelingbesidethebed

Me:"youcameback?"

Naomi:"andifyoudon'tgetoutofmysight,I'll

leave"

Me:"IthoughtIlostyouforever"

Naomi:"andletthatbitchwin?...

Shesighsasherfieryeyesgloomdownsoftening

lookingatme

Naomi:"I'mnot....(shakesherheadwithhereyes



closed)...youarenotreadytoloseme,youcan'tlive

withoutme,soI'mdoingyouthisonelastfavor,just

promisemethattherearenomoresecretsandwe

willnevergothroughthisagain?"

Isighlookingdownthenbackintohereyes.As

drunkasIamIcouldtellthatshe'sbeencrying,her

eyestolditall,thepain,thehurt,theanger.Ididthat.

Myheartbroke.IhavebecomethemenIhate,I

wishitwasn'tthishardtellingherbutitwas,I'll

havetotakethisonetothegrave.

Me:"Ipromise...nomoresecrets,I'llnevereverlet

anythinglikethiscomebetweenusagain"

Shenodsinagreement

Iattemptedtohugherbutshestretchesherarm

stoppingme

Naomi:"you'llbesleepingintheguestroom,untilI

seehowIfeelaboutyoucomingbacktothe

bedroom"

InodagreeinggettingupasIheadinthebathroom

takingsomeofmytoiletriesandheadedtothe

closetgettingmysleepwear



Me:"goodnight"

Sheavoidsmegettingherselfcomfortableinthe

covers

Naomi:"switchoffthelightonyourwayout"

Ideservethat,Ideserveworse,butI'dtakethis

punishmentanydaythanherwalkingoutmylifefor

good.ThatIphysicallycannotdo,withinthatshort

periodoftimesheleftmeIwon'tdenythatsuicide

didnotpassthroughmymind.Idon'tknowifthisis

stilllovebecauseitwasstartingtofeelwaydeeper

thanthat,it'sasifmysoulwasattachedtohers,like

shewasmyoxygenandIcouldn'tfunctionwithout

her,I'vetriedwarningmyselfaboutfallingsohard,

sometimesI'dscoldmyselfthreateningthatalove

thisdeepwillkillme,toomuchofagoodthingis

sometimesnotgoodforyou.Butnomatterhow

muchItried,insteadIkeeponfallingeverysingle

day,nonstop.

TodayIrealizedI'ddoanythingtonotletthisslip

frommyheart,evenifitmeantbendingthetrutha



littlebittoprotectmylove.

.

.

.

******

BentTruth

*****

Tobecontinued

Sorryit'slate
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WewereapproachingDecemberandworkandkids

havebeenhectic.

I'vebeentryingtocutdownonmybusyschedule

andsohasTrue,wewantedtobeinvolvedinour

kidslivesasmuchaspossible,eventhoughwe

couldhirepeopletotakecareofthem,wepreferred

goingthroughmostofthatonourown.Sihledidn't

sleepoverasmuchanymore,sheonlycametohelp

duringthedayandtheotherladies.

ItwasgoingtobeTrue'sbirthdaysoon.Hewasstill

sleepingintheguestbedroombutwewereon

talkingterms,justbeengivinghimthecold

shoulderontheromanceside,nokisses,nohugs,



nonofthatsexualtouching.ButIenjoyedteasing

him,walkingaroundhalfnaked,makingsure

bendingandflexingmybehindalluponhisface,

nottooobviousthoughbutIgetthetensionacross.

Fromtheflowersandchocolatesandallthelittle

prettygiftsI'vebeengettingIknewIwasgettingto

himanditwastorture.

Iwasinthegymroomgettingmyselfbackinshape.

ThosefouragentsofSatanreallymessedmybody

up,leftmytummysaggyandwrinkledwithstretch

marks.It'slikethetissueoilIwasusingwhile

pregnantdidn'thelpatall,Ialsoblamemyselffor

entertainingmycravings,butIdon'tthinkwhatever

Iwould'vedone,would'vestoppedmytummyfrom

lookinglikethis.Ihavebeenhidingmylowerpartof

mytummy,evenwheniwalkaroundhalfnakedI

wearthehighwaistedunderwear,theykeepmy

figureintact.

Iwasworkingonmyabssittingonthesitupbench



doingsitups.

Ihearthedoorbangasmyeyesdartoveritandhe

walksin.Hehashisgymclothesonwhichalways

igniteshissexappealtobefeltallovertheroom,

wellhedoesn'thavetotryhardtofillanyroomwith

sexuallytension,Idon'tknowwhetherit'sthe

clotheshewearsthatmakehimlooklikehe'sgoing

foraphotoshootallthedamntime,orisithisbuff

andtallstructure,maybeit'stheroughgangster

energyhepossesses.Ormaybeit'shisdominating

eyes.Buthispresenceisalwaysfeltandhedoesn't

havetosayaword.

IcouldfeelhiseyespiercingthroughmeasIdid

squatswithstretchingbandsaroundmyknees

whilecarryingthesmalldumbbells.Iwassweating

andthesewereveryhardandcouldfeeltheheaton

mythighsasItriedgoingallthewaydownbut

couldn't.IwasnotthatfityetasIhadonlystarteda

fewweeksago.

IfelthispresencehooveringovermeasIlookedat



himthroughthewallmirrorsaroundus,

surroundingthewholeroom.

Hedidn'tsayanythingbutheldmywaistasIwent

downwithhissupportholdingmesteadilyand

helpingmeupwhileallowingmetousemyown

strength,buthissupportkeptmesteadyandgave

memoreenergyaswecontinuedlikethat,hisbody

againstmine.Hishandsmovingseductivelyupand

downmywaist,mybodyquiverstohistouch,my

pussypulsatedfeelinghishardcockonmywaist.

MylegsweregettingweakerandIwantedtostop

True:"youdoinggood,fivemore"

Me(breathlessly):"I'mtired"

True:"whenitstartsgettingharderandpainfulthat's

whenyoushouldstartcountinguptoten"

Me:"one....two....three....(weakly)four...FIVE!!!...

Wedroptothefloor,hecatchesmeasIfallontop

ofmeandburstintolaughteroutofbreath

Hisarmsstillwrappedaroundmywaistwithmy

backagainsthischesthisdeeplaughagainstmy



earbreathinghotaironmyskin.Ourlaughdies

downasIstareathimbythemirrorwhilehiseyes

werefixedonme.Mybloodfeltwarmandmy

tummyfuzzyasIcooleddown.Hisgripgottighter

pullingmecloserandmybodyresponded.Idid

missbeinginhisarms,maybehe'snowlearnthis

lesson,Ishouldendthispunishment.it'snotonly

punishinghimbutmeaswell.

Thesilencedidn'thelpallIwantedtodowasturn

aroundandkisshim,Imissedthetasteofhissoft

lips.

True(singingsoftlyagainstmyear): Idon'tknow

much

ButIknowIloveyou

ThatmaybeallIneedtoknow

Somanyquestionsstillleftunanswered

SomuchI'veneverbrokenthrough



AndwhenIfeelyounearme

SometimesIseesoclearly

TheonlytruthI'veeverknownismeandyou

Lookatthisman

Soblessedwithinspiration

Lookatthissoul

Stillsearchingforsalvation

Idon'tknowmuch

ButIknowIloveyou

AndthatmaybeallIneedtoknow

HesangsosoftlyandsomelodicallyIlostmyselfin

thesoundofhisvoiceasthelyricstouchedmy

heart,hissingingvoicewasn'tperfectbuthe

surprisinglykneehowtosingintune,waydifferent

fromwhenwesingalongsongsinthecar.



Hekissedmycheek

True:"pleaseletmebackinmylove,you'vetortured

meenough,I'velearntmylesson"

Hepleadsstilltangleduponme.

Icomebackfromhishypnosisandstandtomyfeet

Iopenmymouthtospeaklookingathimbut

swallowmywordswalkingoutthedoor.

AfteralongwarmshowerIwasalldressedupand

readytomotherdaughterdaywithMatilda.We

weregoingtothemallforshopping,Iwasnotgoing

totaketheotherfouragents,that'djustbetoo

much,Matildaisworkonherownbutatleastshe's

abitgrownnowandismanageable.Plusshe

knowshowtopointatthingsthatfascinateherso

it'seasybuyingherthingsshelikes.

Iheadeddownstairswithherinourmatching

outfits,shewasveryexcitedgigglingandkept



shouting"Shopping"whichwasactually"shoppy"in

herlanguage.WereachedthekitchenislandwhereI

tookherlittlebagthatwasalreadypackedforme

withhernappies,extraclothesandherjuicebottle.I

alwayshavetocarryextraclothesforherIncase

shemessesherselfwhileeatingorpoursjuiceon

herself.

True:"daddywasn'tinvited?"

Ilookupathimashecomesdownthestairsall

freshanddressedinsmartcasualmatchingour

outfitswiththeblueandwhite.Asmilecreepson

myface,ImeanwhenIseethismanIcan'thelpbut

melthopelessly,hehasthataffectonmewithout

eventrying.

Me:"yousupposedtobabysitthosefourelvesof

yoursandKamva,it'sagirl'sday,Girlsovertheage

ofonethatis"

Matilda:"shoppydada!...

True:"cantatacome?"



Shelooksatmeasifshe'saskingforpermission

forhimIshakemyheadandshelooksbackather

dadwithasadfaceshakingherheadno

True(sadface):"pleasemama?"

Matilda:"pweesmama!"

Ican'thelpbutgigglesatTilda'scutevoiceand

facialexpressions

Me(smiling):"okay"

TruejumpsupanddowninexcitementasMatilda

joinshimashebendsoverholdinghandsspinning

around,Matildafinishedwithlaughterasher

gigglesfillthehouse.

Me:"lastonetothecargetsleftbehind!"

Isayrunningoutastheyrunaftermeandpassed

mewithTruecarryingMatilda,trustmyheelsto

slowmedown

True:"doesthatmeanmamaisnotgoing?"

Me:"Iam...

True:"butyousaid...



Me:"mygamemyrules...

Welaughgettinginmycar

True:"mamaisacheaternana?"

Matilda:"sheta?...

True:"yes.Mamacheater"

Matilda(giggling):"sheta...

Shelaughsoutloudatthenewwordshejustlearnt

asshekeptrepeatingit.

WegotoutoftoysRuswithafulltrollyandMatilda

intheemptytrollyobsessingoverhernewtalking

doll.

Wellshehatesherstrollershe'dbecryingfor

everyoneinthemalltohear,shelikesbeinginthe

trolleyinsteadwhereshe'sfreeandcanseeallher

surroundings.ThankGodforthetoykeepingher

occupiedotherwiseshe'dberunningusaroundthe

wholemall.



IaskedTruetogoorderussomethingfromthe

restaurantweweregoingtoeatinwhileIshopfor

thingsIdidn'twanthimseeingmebuyingasIwas

preparingforhisbirthday.I'venevergottodo

anythingforhimonhisbirthdaybecausetheyear

alwaysendedwithusapart.Thefirstyear,hemade

mechooseZekeoverhim,thesecondyearwe

separatedbeforeourwedding,thiswillbethefirst

yearthatwillendwiththingsbetweenusingood

termsandourfirstChristmasandnewyear

together,itwasgoingtobemoreexcitingwiththe

newadditionstoourfamily.Ihopenothingmesses

thisup.LeletriedbutifshethoughtIwasgoingto

giveinthateasilythenshe'sgoingtohavetotry

harderbecauselovethisdeeponlycameonceina

lifetimeandIwasn'tabouttoletitpassmeby.

AfterawhileIwasatthetablewithmypeople

enjoyingoursmalllunch.

Me:"Iwasthinkingwegototherushindoor

trampolinepark,somethingfunthatallofuswill

enjoy"



True:"that'sagoodideababe,plusTildaisnowold

enoughtoenjoythegames"

Me:"yeah,let'shurryI'mexcitedmyself"

Helaughsaswecontinueeating

"Naomi?"

Aman'svoicecallsmynamebesideasasweboth

turnlookingatme.IsmileassoonasIrecognize

him.

Me:"Pabalo?"

.

.

.

********

"Idon'tknowmuch,butIknowIloveyou"

*******

Tobecontinued

Bonuscomingupearlymorningthankstoour



sponsor
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Naomi:"Pabalo?"

IfrownasIrememberthename,Ilookbackatme

food



Pabalo:"areyouhauntingme?"

Naomi:"hauntingyou?How?"

Pabalo:"sinceyoughostedme"

Shefindshimfunnyasshelaughs

Naomi:"ohmyGod,IthoughtIexplainedwhy...you

know"

Pabalo:"yeahI'mjustmessingwithyou,it'sgoodto

seeyouagain,it'sbeenawhile"

Naomi:"ithas...hey,thisisTrue,myboyfriend"

Idon'tlookupasIcontinueeatingpretendingthatI

wasn'tlisteningtothem

Naomi:"andthisisTildamyfirstborn"

Pabalo:"sheisyourphotocopy,she'ssobeautiful"

Naomi:"thankyou"

Matilda:"tankyou!"

Theylaugh

Pabalo:"letmenotintrude,enjoytherestofyour

daywithyourfamily,itwasgoodbumpingintoyou"



Naomi:"enjoyyourdayaswell"

Shesaysandhewalksawayasherfocuscomes

backtome

Naomi:"I'msorryaboutthat"

Ilookupather

Me:"that'stheguywhowastryingtogetintoyour

panties?"

Shegivesmea"reallynow?"look

Naomi:"that'sinthepast,let'smoveon"

Me:"he'shadalongeraffectionateconversation

withyouthanIhavehadwithyouintwoMonths"

Naomi:"don'tstart,sowhatIshould'vebeenrudeto

him?"

Me:"ofcoursenot,it'sjustmeyoucanberudeto"

Naomi:"youthisclosetoruiningourday,please

stopbeforewesaythingswe'llregret"

Myheartsinks.Imissher.IthoughtIcouldhandle

thepunishmentbutIdidn'texpecthertokeepitup

thislong.She'sbeencivilwithmebuthas



completelyshutmeoutromantically.Todaywas

thefirsttimeholdinghereversinceshethrewme

outtotheguestbedroom.Icouldn'tcontainmyself

anymore,I'vebeenhauntedbywetdreamsofher

doingunholythingstomeeverysinglenight.The

onlyaffectionIgotfromherwasinmydreamsand

welivedinthesamehouse.It'sbeenhell.Iguess

I'mfrustrated.Andthisguyinterruptingusjust

frustratedmeevenmore.

Me:"youdidn'thavetointroduceustohimthough

youcould'vebeennicewithoutinvolvingMatilda

andI"

SheignoresmeasInoticeherfacechanging

gettingannoyedfightingwithherfoodasitkept

slippingfromherfork.

Shesighedfrustratedlythrowingtheforkdownon

herplateloudlystartlingMatildaasshemadeasad

facelookingathermother

Naomi:"let'sgoplaygamesshallwe?"

Matildasmilesexcitedlyforgettingastowhyshe

wasfrowning.



Me:"love...

Sheavoidsmesignalingforthewaitress.

Me:"I'msorry,I'mjealousIadmit,Ijustmissyouso

much,Imissyoujusttalkingtomewithoutitbeing

aboutthekids,justtellingmeaboutyourday,

filmingvideostogether,remindingmeofhowmuch

youloveme,touchingme....It'sbeensuchalong

timebaby,Andazekfanel'bandiyenzeuzundixolele

mnangok,sthandwasam"

(Idon'tknowwhatI'msupposedtodoforyouto

forgiveme,mylove)

Shesighswithherarmsfoldedlookingatme

Naomi:"iftableswereturned,webothknowthatwe

wouldn'tevenbesittinglikethistogetherrightnow,

hadItoldyoualmosthadsexwithanothermanand

Ilethimtouchyourpussy,youwould'veleftme

samedayandnevercomeback,amIwrong?"

Iswallowlookingdownshamefully.Idon'tknow

whatIwould'vedonebutI'mprettysureI'dhave

bloodinmyhandsanditwouldn'tbethefirsttime.

I'mprettysureI'dneverforgiveher,butasfor



leavingher,Idon'tknowifIwouldbeabletoput

myselfthroughthatagain.

Naomi:"amIwrongTrue?"

Ishakemyheadlookingather

Me:"No...

Naomi:"so,whyareyouactinglikeI'msowrongto

notwanttobetouchedorkissedbythelipsthat

passionatelykissedandhandsthatsexually

caressedanotherwomanbehindmyback.Iwent

againsteverythingIbelievein,andI'mstillherewith

you,trying,butyousimplycannotbepatientwith

me.(Lowertone)ForallIknowyoucould'vealso

dippedyourdickinherhoneypotandliedabout

stoppingher,butI'mchoosingtobelieveyousince

youconfessedimmediatelyaftercomingbackand

didnotkeepitfrommetohearitfromherbecauseI

knowsoonerorlatershe'lltryusethisagainstus.I

hopeforyoursakeandthesakeofourloveand

kids,youhavebeencompletelyhonestwithme.So

please,stopcomplainingandtakethepunishment

likeaman.I'minagoodmoodtoday,pleaselet's



notfightaboutthis"

Isighheavily

Me:"okay,I'msorry,Iletmyfrustrationsgetthebest

outofme,Ihaven'ttouchedalcoholeversince,I

regretthatnight,Ishouldn'thavewentthereatthe

stateIwasinorinthosehoursofthenight.I

appreciateyoujustbeinghereandtrying"

Herfacegoesfromangeredtosoft,thepainclearly

visibleonceagain.Iinternallygivemyselfmultiple

punchesforbeingthecauseofthatpain.

Itakeoutmywalletandtakeoutafewhundred

randnotesleavingitonthetable

Me:"please,let'sgo

Istandonmyfeetreachmyhandouttoher,she

looksatitforawhilebeforetakingitandstanding

upasImovethechairforher.IpickTildaupfrom

thebabieseatingtablewithachairthatthe

restaurantprovides.

Ihadalreadywenttoputthethingsinthetrolleyin

theecarbeforecomingintherestaurantsowewere



onlycarryingthestuffsheboughtonherownwith

Matildainthetrolley.

Themoodwasbacktoahundredatthetrampolines

asMatildaplayedbytheplaygroundballpoolwith

slidesplayingintheoceanofcolourfulballswhile

NaomiandItossedheraround,chasingherasshe

waslaughinghergutsout.Theplanwastogether

tiredsoshe'llbeoutallnightandsleeppeacefully,

wehavecomeupwithschemesandroutinestoget

thesebabiestiredandsleepingforlongerhoursand

it'sbeenworking.Toomuchenergyneeded,butit's

worthitwhenthenightcomesandtheyareasleep

andweearnourselvesatleastfivehoursof

undisturbedsleepwhichisverylongandonly

happensongooddays.

Wewenttogeticecreamanddrovetothebeach

takingpictures.Naomiwasinamoodandwas

beingherplayfulandflirtyselfwithme,Idecidedto

enjoythemomentasIspenttimewiththefree



spiritedwomanIfellinlovewith.Shewasslowly

breakingandIfoundmyselfholdingheraroundher

shoulderaswewalkedalongthesandbarefooted

andshewasn'tprotestingasherarmbalancedon

mywaist.IfIletanyonecomestealmyjoynowI'd

havetobedeadfirst.

IfLelethuhasadeathwishsheshouldtry

somethingandI'lldoworsethanmakeherloseher

joblessandchildlessnexttime.Imadesuretoforce

thepillsdownherthroatthenextmorningbefore

comingbackandI'vehadpeoplekeeptabsonher

justtomakesurethepillsworkedandshe'snot

planninganythingsinister.

IwentdowntoP.Eafewdaysagoanddragsherto

thehospitaltocheckforsignsofpregnancyand

shewasn'tpregnant.Whichmeantshehadnothing

touseagainstmebesidesherwords.

.

.

.

NAOMI



.

.

.

Afteralongdaywewerefinallybackatthecomfort

ofourhome.Everypartofmybodywasaching,

fromshoulderstofeet.It'sfromalltheexercisingI

didthismorningplustheshoppingspreewith

MatildaandTrue,notforgettingtheamountof

energydrainingactivitieswedid.Matildawas

alreadyfastasleep.

Iwasfeedingthebabieswhilechillingonthebedas

Ihadjustfinishedtakingashower.Iwasfeeding

two,withoneinmyarmsandtheotherbetweenmy

legswhiletheothertwowerechillingbesideme

playingandcheerful.

Truewalkedin,hewasshirtlesswiththefamous

pantydroppinggreysweats

True:"Icametohelp"

Hesaysnotwaitingformyresponseashetakes



hisagentandshovesthebottleinhismouth.

Itrytocontainmyselfignoringthetingles

happeninginbetweenmyladyparts.

Today,justlikemehecouldn'ttakethispunishment

muchlonger.WehadareallygoodtimetodayandI

didn'tthinkaboutthepunishmentorthebetrayal

andeverythingwrongthatwashappeningbetween

usandjustenjoyedeachother'scompany.It'sbeen

awhilesincewe'vebeenthathappy,it'slikeallwe

neededwastogetoutofthehouseandgoona

date.Wehaven'thadoneofthoseinforever,maybe

weneededavacation.Aha!Avacation!Thatisa

geniusideaNaomi!

Itwillbethebestbirthdaygiftandsincehis

birthdayisafterChristmaswewon'tfeelbadabout

leavingthekids.Todaymademerealizethatwe

neededthegetaway.Ishallsethimfreefromthis

tortureonhisbirthdaytrip.

IfelthiseyesonmeandIturnedfromthedrowsy

babyinmyarmstohim

Me:"what?"



True:"yourboobisleaking"

Ilookatmyboobsandindeedonewasdripping

milk.

Me:"arghIhatethis"

True:"putitinhermouth,I'msureshe'lllikeit"

He'stalkingaboutLiyakhanyawho'sinmyarms.I

shakemyheaddisagreeing.AsmuchasIyearnto

breastfeedthem.Istillhavemyfears.

True:"youknowyourmilkishealthyandclean,it's

notpoisonousanditwillnotharmthebabies"

Me:"wedon'tknowthat,Ijustdon'tfeel

comfortable"

Thedoctorsdidsaymycancerisnotcured

becausethere'snocureforcancerbutithasjuston

remission,itwasprobablystilllurkingsomewhere

inthere,Ijustdon'tfeelcleanenoughtofeedmy

babiesmilkfrommybodywhichcarriedsucha

toxicdisease.

True:"okay,Ihopeonedayyou'llacceptthatyouare

healthyandyougoingtolivealonglife"



Ismilelookingathim

Me:"youthinkI'lllivelongenoughtoseeyou

growinggreyhairsMr40yearold"

True:"40?HaiI'mnotthereyetcomeonbabe"

Me:"youturning38youareveryclosetobeinga

Grandpaforreal"

True:"Iwon'tbeagrandpauntilIhavegrandbabies

whichwillnotbeanytimesoon,sountilthen,please

refrainfromcallingmethat"

Me(laughing):"orwhatMkhulubae?"

Helaughspokingthesidesofmytummymaking

meburstingigglesasLiyaopenshereyesandI

quicklyshutmymothandtheycloseagain

Me:"yougoingtowakeupthebabiesTrue!"

True:"youstartedit"

Me:"arghyousuchababy"

IgetupcarryingtwobabiesandTruecarryinghis

twoaswegoputtheminthecotsinourbedroom.

There'stwocotsandtwobabiessleepineach.



Igotakemybreastpumpandstartpumping

Me:"damnmybodyisburning,myfeet,yohwedid

toomuchtoday"

True:"andyoucallmethegrandpa?"

Ilaughrollingmyeyes

True:"Iknowhowwecantakecareofthat"

Hesaysmakinghiswaytowardsourclosetand

opensthewardrobewithmycosmeticstakingout

mytissueoil.

IgrinwidelyknowingthetreatmentI'mabouttoget,

Icouldscreamreleasingmyexcitementbutwe

havesleepingintrudersinourbedroom.

True:"pleasetakeoffyourclothes"

Hedoesn'thavetorepeathimselfasmynightdress

wassixfeetawayfromme,leftwithonlypantyasI

laidonmytummyfaceddown,Irememberedhe

wasstillonpunishmentsoItookatoweland

coveredmybutt,nowthinkingaboutitIregret

wearingathong,Ididn'tplantogetnakedinfrontof

him



True:"forfullaffectIneedtotakeoffmypants,is

thatcoolwithyou?"

Ishrugmyshoulders

Me:"aslongasIgetagoodmassagedowhatyou

haveto...

Hetookofhispantsandwasleftwithhis

underwear.

Hecametothemiddleofthebedsittingbesideme

anddrizzledoilalloverme.

Hepulledthetoweloffmewhichtookmeoffguard

butIremainedstillnotwantingtoprotestasIreally

neededthemassage.

Hestartedonmyfeet,gentlypullingandrubbing

mytoes.Itfeltgood.Heworkedhiswayuptheback

ofmylegs,kneadingmycalvesandgentlystroking

mythighs.Icouldalreadyfeelmypussyreacting.

Hespentsometimeonmyexposedbuttocks,firmly

digginginhisthumbs,beforeaddressingmylower



back.

Moansescapedmylips

Me:"ahhfuckthatfeelssogood!..

Hewasgood....

Me:"mmhhyesrighttherebaby"

Heshouldconsiderdoingthisprofessionallyhe

deservestobepaid.ButthenagainIdon'tthinkI'd

wanthimtouchingotherwomen'sbodieslikethis.

Eachvertebraereceivingattentionashegottomy

neckandshoulders.Bythistimehewassitting

astridemybuttocks,andIwassureIcouldfeelhis

hardrockcockpressingagainstme.Mypussywas

pulsatingoutit'sjuicesasitvibratedinneedof

attention.

Aftersometimeworkingonmyshouldershelayon

topofmeandbegantopushhishipsagainstmy

buttocks.Ipressedbackagainsthimandwe

establishedasteadyrhythm,upanddown,sideto



side,grindingcircles.Icouldfeelhishotbreath

pantingonmyneck.

True:"turnover"

Hecommands

AbithesitantIturnedoverandheonceagain

startedonmyfeet,butthistimeinbetweenmylegs

leaningforwardtorunhishandsupmylegs,barely

brushingmypussywhenhereachedthetopofmy

thighs.Heusedhisthumbsonmyhipbones,allthe

timeignoringmypussythatwasthrobbingpainfully.

heslowlyworkedmyshouldersandupperchest,he

closedmylegstogethersittingonmythighsashis

dickkepttouchingmycoochieashemovedupand

down.Therewassomethingmoresensualtohis

movementsnow.Myheartbegantoraceandevery

partofmewasyearningforhimtobebetweenmy

legsagain.



Hisvoicewasdeeperwhenheaskedmeif

Imindedhimmassagingherboobsandstomach

andIshookmyheadgivinghimpermission.His

handspalmingmyboobsgently,hisbreathingwas

gettingheavierandhisdickwasweighingheavy

rightbeneathmypussy.

HishandsgoingdownpushingmypantydownasI

coveredmytummywithmyhands.

Ifinallygatheredthestrengthtostophim

Hewaslookingatmyuglywrinkledbelly.

Me:"pleasestop...I'vehadenough,thankyou"

True:"didIdosomethingtooffendyou?"

Heasksgettingoffme

Me:"No,youdidnothing,Ienjoyedthemassage

but...Ijustwanttosleepnow"

Henodgettingoffthebeddisappointedlywithout

lookingatmeasheholdshisbonertakinghispants

andwalkingtowardsthedoor

Me:"GoodnightTrue...



Hewalkedoutasthoughhedidn'thearme,mylips

curvesadly

Hecomesbackpeepingthroughthedoor

True:"callmeifthebabiestroubleyouatnight.

Goodnightbabe"

Heclosesthedoor.Isighsmilinggettinginthe

coversasItriedtoavoidmythrobbingpussy.

.

.

.
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*******

"Sensualtouching"

*******

Tobecontinued

Sorryforpostingitsolate...Iambabysittingasix

montholdandhe'sbeensomoodytodayyohI



couldn'tdoanything I'lltrypostinglateragain.

Thankyouforunderstanding

[06/08,03:14] :STRINGSATTACHED
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TodaywasthedaymygrandpaBae'sbirthday.I

hadeverythingperfectlyplanned.



Truewasatworkandwasgoingtocomebackearly

ashisrecentlyplannedscheduleforbeinginvolved

withthekids.ButtodayIneededhimbackabitlater

astherewasalottodo,soIaskedhisbestfriend

Bandiletokeephimbusyandheagreed.

ItookthekidstoDad'splace,Godblesstheirsouls,

mybabieshavebecomehisbabies,hehassucha

strongbondwithMatildabecauseIalwayssendher

therewhenIhadplansandneededsomeonetolook

afterher,samefateshallfallontheothers,Iwant

themalltohavethatbondwithhim.Helovestheir

companytoo,Bethjustlovestakingcareofthem

andmylittlesistersenjoyplayingwiththem.

Hisfriendswerecominginonebyone.Theywere

admiringeverything.IthinkIoverdiditbutIwent

alloutonmakingthisthebestandveryhighclass

royalballroomthemedparty.



Thedecorwasn'ttoobirthday,butwasmore

elegant,professionalandscreamedroyalty.The

dresscodewasballroomwithmasqueradeDomino

masks.Sowomenwerewearingbeautifulballroom

dressesandmenhadsuits.Itriednottofreakout

astherichandthefamousmadeittotheparty.I

didn'texpectthemtoshowuphonestly,Iforgotthat

Iwasnowalsoabigdeal,aninternational,calledto

interviewsworldwidebecauseofTrue'shitmovie

thatmadeheadlines.

AllactorshehasworkedwithonhisMzansiNetflix

serieswerehere,thelikesofThusoMbedu,

PallanceDladla,ThandoThabethe,Natasha

Thahane,tonameafew.

Okaythiswassurreal,weremyinvitesthat

importantnow?ButthenagainitwasTrueMaseko

birthdaySouthAfrica'sveryownTylerPerry.

Everyonewaswelcomedwithaglassof

champagneastheymadetheirway.True'shouse

hadahugeamountofspaceandIonlylearnt

recentlythathehasahugespacedroomwherehe



saiditwastheballroomforwhenhe'shosting

partiesorevents.HishouseisbigandI'msure

therearestillroomsthatIdon'tknowabout.The

outsidebigyardhaddecoratedtableswherepeople

willbedan

Ihadasexyreadformaleveningoneshoulder

strappedmaxilongeveninggown,ithadabackless

splitfallmakingadeepVrevealingmywholeback

uptomywaist.Butmyhaircoveredmostofmy

backasIletmyhairdown,myhairhasgrownbut

wasn'tthatlongIhadonalongstraightsilkyweave.

Ihadonblackstilettosandblackmasquerademask

withcherryredlipstickmatchingmydress.AsI

toppedthelookwithatiaraasastatement,thatI

wastheQueenofthispalace.

Acallcamethroughmyphonewhichwasinmy

handexpectingasIlefttheguestsminglingtogo

answerit.ItwasBandile.



Me:"hello?"

"Heybabe?....IknowImissyoutoo,I'lljustdropoff

Truerealquickandcomehomeokay?"

Ilaugh

Me:"okayI'llgetready"

"I'llbethereinfiveminutes"

Me:"gotyou"

Hehangsup.HewasinthecarwithTrue,niceway

ofnotgivingitawaythathe'stalkingtome.

Itelleveryonethathe'sonhiswayaseveryone

gathersaroundandIpressedtheremotethat

controlledalllightstocomeoffatonce,including

outsidethehouseandtheonesalongthedriveway

andgate,itwentsupperdark.

.

.



.

TRUE

.

.

.

Bandilekidnappedmefromworktodayandforced

metospendmybirthdaylateafternoonwithhim.I

didn'tprotestbecausehekidnappedmewhenIwas

goingtoknockoffanyway,Iwasplanningon

havinganearlydayattheofficesoIcangohome

andspendtimewithmyfamily,bakesome

homemadecakeandhaveaniceindoorpicnicparty

withmywomanandkids.AfteralightlunchIasked

himtotakemetotheshopstogeteverythingI

neededforbakingandsomemeat.Iprobablyhad

alltheingredientsIneededbutjustIncasethere

wassomethingmissingIbought.Iknewthatthe

beefsteakwasfinishedandtheporkchopswerea

little.Sincewehaveapersonalcookforusthings

quicklyfinishaswegethomecookedmeals

everyday.



Ididaskourcooktosendmealistofthingsand

alsorecommendagoodbirthdaymenu,something

thekidscanalsoenjoyandshesurecamethrough.

Bandilemademedosomeunnecessaryclothing

shopping,itwasweirdbecausewe'veneverdone

anythinglikethattogether,itfeltoutofcharacter

andIjokinglytoldhimhewasbeinggay,butIdidn't

mindsincehewaspayingandboughtareally

expensivesuitattireforme,whenIwenttofititon

hesuggestedthatIdon'ttakeitoffandhealso

boughtforhimselfandweleftthatmen'sboutique

dressedup.WelookedsuperflyIdon'twannalie.It

wasfunnybecausewewerenotevengoingtoany

importantevent.

Ijustcouldn'twaittogethomealreadyashewas

drivingusbacktomyplace.Ileftmycaratmy

parkingatworksoitwassafe.

Me:"drivefasterman,youreallydelayedme,Iwas



supposedtobepreparingapicnicpartywiththe

kidsandNaomi,nowI'llprobablygetthereandthe

kidsaresleeping,Idon'tunderstandwhyyouforced

metodoshoppingforclotheswhenyoucould've

justboughtadamngiftifyouwantedtospoilme"

Hetoucheshischestdramatically

Bandile:"ouch,Ispendthousandsofrandsonyou

andthisishowyouthankme?Butyoudidn't

hesitateinpickingthemostexpensivesuitinthe

wholeshopyouungratefulgolddigginghoe"

Me:"I'mnotyourbitchBandilebetterwatchyour

mouth"

HelaughsandI'mannoyed.

Bandile:"yousobitternowadays,theblueballsare

reallygettingtoyou,it'sbeenwhat?Threemonths

now?"



Me:"I'llfuckyouupBandileforrealthishadnothing

todoaboutmyblueballsandeverythingtodowith

youdelayingmyplanswithmyfamily"

Bandile:"you'llfuckmeup?Youneedtofuckthat

hotasswalkingaroundyourhouseaskingforitbut

youstillfollowingrulesofapunishmentthatyou

didn'tevendo...

Iglareathim

Bandile:"what?Youdidn'tcheatiftherewasno

penetration,plusyouweredrunk"

Me:"excepttherewaspenetrationbimbo"

Bandile:"yeahbutshedoesn'tknowthat...soIdon't

knowwhyshe'sgoingsohardonyou,shewon'tlike

itifyougogetitfromsomewhereelsebecause

soonerorlateryouneedtoreleasebrobeforeyour

spermsgetsofulltheyburstyourballsup"

Me:"Ideservethepunishment,andmyballswon't

burst,stoptalkingcrazy"



Bandile:"doyouthinkyoucanstillyouknowhave

sex?Likedoyouthinkyoustillknowhowto?"

Iwasabouttofrownbutcouldn'thelpbutlaugh

Me:"Bandilechillit'snotthatbad...ImeanyesI've

beenmorestressedandIdon'tgetpropersleep,her

bodyandpresenceistorture,it'slikeputtingcandy

Infrontofababyandexpectingthemtonevertouch

oreatit,it'shard,butI'llsurvive,sexisnot

everythingaslongasshe'sstillmine"

Bandile:"haveyouheardtheoldsaying?Ifyoudon't

useityouloseit?Whatifthenexttimey'alltry

havingsexandtheDisnotworkinganymore,I've

heardithappens,scientificallyproventruetoo"

Ishakemyhead

Me:"pleaseshutup"



Bandile:"tomorrowI'mtakingyououttothestrip

club,Ican'twatchmyfriendsufferlikethis"

Islapthebackofhisshavedheadashegroansand

laughsoutloud

Bandile:"yousee?Aggressivebehavior,symptoms

ofSALT!"

Ishakemyheadchuckling

Bandile:"don'tworrybro,I'llrescueyou,butyou

betternotconfessthistime,ndiyakwazikewena

namaconfessionsuzenzau'Usherapha..(singing)

everytimeIwenttoP.EIwaswithmyexgirlfriend"

(Iknowyouandconfessionsactinglikeyouusher)

Me(laughing):"youanidiot"

HeparkedoutsidethehouseandIopenedthegate

forhimashedrovein.



Me(confused):"isthereloadshedding?Butwhy'sit

onlydarkinmyhouse?"

Bandile:"isNaomihome?Maybeshewentoutwith

thekidsandswitchedoffthelights?"

Me:"buteventheoutsidelights?Weneverswitch

themoff,besidesshedidn'ttellmeshe'dbegoing

anywhereItoldherI'dbebackearlybecauseI

wantedustodosomethingfunwiththekids"

Bandile:"welllookslikenooneishometome"

Me:"quicklyparkthecar,Ineedtocheckifthey

okaymaybesomethingintheelectrichousesystem

burstandcausedthepowershutdown"

Igetoutofthecarpanickingprayinginternallythat

myfamilyisokay.

Bandile:"wait!....

HescreamsbehindmeandIcometoahaltinterror



lookingbackathim

Me:"what?...

Bandile:"youforgotthis"

Heshowsmethemaskheboughtformeandmy

handscurlintofistswiththeurgetopunchhimfor

stoppingmeforsuchstupiditywhilemyfamily

couldbeindanger.

Me:"FuckyouBandile!Fuckyou!...

Imarchinsidethehouselookingaroundasitwas

peachblackIcouldn'tseeshit.

Me:"baby!?Isanyonehome!?...

TherewasnoanswerasIfeltahandonmy



shoulder,startlingIturnwithapunchthinkingIwas

beingattackedbutitwasjustBandile,hegroanedin

paincussing.

Me:"whatthefuckman!?....

Bandile:"Fuck!Youbitch!...comefollowmeI

thoughtIheardsomethingcomingfromthatsideof

thehousehesayspullingme

Me:"Ineedtogoupstairstocheckonthekidsand

Naomi"

Bandile:"justfollowmewillyou...

Hegrabsmyarmdraggingmeaswereachedthe

bighallontheothersideofthehousewhereI

usuallyhostguests

Andthelightsgoon

"SURPRISE!!"

Ialmostfallfromfright



Ilookaroundatallthefamiliarfacesaseveryone

singshappybirthday.

Stillconfusedandflabbergasted,Ineverexpectedit.

Myfrowndisappearsasmyfacelitsupwhenmy

eyeslandonthemostbeautifulwomanintheroom

smilingatme.It'slikeeveryoneelsedisappearedas

theirvoicesbecamefaintwhilemyeyesexplored

herfromheadtotoe,slowly,myheartbeatingoutof

mychestasifIwasseeingherforthefirsttime.

Shewalkeduptomeandwrappedherarmsaround

myneck

Naomi:"happybirthdaymylove"

Hervoicebringsmebacktoearthasitallclickson

what'sgoingon.

Me:"youdidallthis?"

Naomi:"doyoulikeit?"

Me:"Ido"



LostinherluringeyesunderthatseductivemaskI

wastemptedtokissherbutshemovedawayas

soonasmyeyeslandedonherlips.

Iwalkeduptoeveryonegreetingthemsomewere

closecolleaguesandsomefriends.

IlookedatBandilewhowasnursinghisbleeding

nose

Me:"youalright?"

Bandile:"neverhelpingwithsurprisingyouagain

jongaNazi!"

Hecrosseshisfingersasapromise

Ilaugh

Me:"Ipanicked,sorrybro,butyoudeserveditwith

alltheshityouweresayinginthecar"

Bandile:"whatever"



HehandsmemymaskandnowIseethepurpose

ofthesuitandthemask.Peoplelookedabsolutely

gorgeousintheireveninggownsandsuits.

Iwasmadetositonabigroyalchairinfrontof

everyoneasalltheattentionwasonme.

Naomiputacrownonmyheadfitforakingasshe

alsohasaprettytiaraonherhead.Icouldn'ttake

myeyesoffhershelookedlikeasexyfierce

Goddess.

ShewassayingaspeechandallIcouldfocuson

washerbeauty,theredcaptivatinglipstick,her

shinytemptinglegsthatpeekedthroughtheslitsof

hergown.

Iwasundressingherrightinfrontofallthese

people.MyQueen,myveryownsuccubusasIonly

enjoyedandfeltherbodysexuallythroughdreams.

Itwastorture,havingsomethingthatbelongstoyou

butyoucannotuseit.Bandileisright,Ishould've

keptmymouthshutandhadLelethutakencareof.



NowI'msufferingforuselessmeaninglesssloppy

drunkoneminutesex.

Thiswassomeclassyshit,shereallywentallout

ontheroyalfancyballroommasqueradetheme.I

lovedit.Afterspeechesandprosperouswishes

Waltzmusiccameonandshecametowardsher

stretchingoutherhandtome

Naomi:"mayIhavethisdance?"

Me(chuckles):"yesyoumay"

Igotup.Itookherhandandtwirledherintomy

arms.

Wefellinstep,lettingtherhythmcontrolour

movements.Allthesceneryandpeoplearoundus

dissolved.ItwasherandI,alone.

Hersilvereyesglistened,andasmilespreadacross

herbeautifulface.



Uncontrollablefeelingssurgedthroughmybody,

andmyfingerstinglesindelight.Myhandbrushed

acrosshercheek.Mybodywasactingonitsown,

nochainstoholdmebackfromthispureparadise.

Idrewherclosetomychest,andshewrappedher

armsaroundmyneck.

Herstraightenedlonghairfelloverhereyes,likea

curtainblockingoutthesunlight.Idesiredtosee

thosesilvereyes.

Shebegantowithdrawherhandtobrushawayher

hair,butmyhandclutchedontohers.Icarefullylaid

herthinhandonmyshoulder.Idelicatelytucked

herhairbehindherear,andhersilvereyestwinkled

backatmeingreeting.

Herlipswenttomyearasshewhisperedeverso



softly.

“cannotwaitforthispartytoend,Ihaveaspecial

privatesurpriseforyou”

Ismileasmymindgoesbacktothetormenting

dreamsonmyrestlessnightsforthepastthree

months.

Shesetherheadonmyshoulder.Wecontinuedto

dance,toolostinthemusictohalt.Timepassedas

ourfeetmovedinthestepsofthefoxtrot

Shebroughtherheadupandsleepilyopenedher

eyes.Sheleanedinandplantedherliponmine.I

wrappedmyhandsaroundherneckinreturnand

heldhertightasthekisscontinued.

Me:"Iloveyoumysuccubus"



.

.

.

********

"Grabme,kissme,waltzmeandloveme"

********

Tobecontinued
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It'sbeenaweekafterthebiggestbirthdayparty

anyonehaseverthrownforme.Ihaveneverwent

alloutformybirthday,Ialwaysjustpreferred

qualitytimewithpeopleIcareabout,butafterthe

partyNaomithrewformeandtheamountoffunwe

had.Idon'tthinkImindbirthdaypartiesanymore,

fromnowonsheisresponsiblefortheparties

thrownatthishousewhenIneedtohostguests.

Withmylineofworkpartiesandsocialgathering

aremostvitalandtheyalwayslandongossipnews.

Mybirthdaypartyhasbeencirculationallover

socialmediaaspeoplewentcrazyoverthetheme

andpicturesofNaomiandI,thebirthdayblogshe

postedonherYouTubehasthemostviewsthanall

hervideosonherchannelashersubscriptions

grewlikecrazyandwewereviralonceagain.This

isthegoodpublicityweneededwitheverythingthat

hashappenedbetweenus.TheMediahasn'tbeen

kindtouseversincetheweddingsaga.Andnow



thatwetogetheragaintheMediahasbeenbuzzing

Goodandbadthingsofcourse.Butthatpartymade

areallybigStatementandmostpeoplewererooting

forusastheGossipMagazineshasnowlabeledus

asTheKingandQueenwithourroyalPicturesall

over.

WellIwashopinglaterthatnightI'dbesetfreefrom

thepunishment,butboiwasIwronginsteadI

enduredmoretortureasshefittedallhernew

lingerieshehadboughtforherself.TheonlythingI

gotclosetosexwasendlesskissingandcuddles

asIwaswelcomedbacktothemainbedroom.

ThesepastfourmonthsafterthebirthoftheQuads

haveprovedmeasexuallystrongmanasIendured

mydroughtseasonthebestwayIcould,exceptthat

littleslipupatP.EthisisthelongestI'vegone

withoutsexwhileIhadawomaninmylife,noteven

ahandjoborablowjob,nothing.I'vetrieddoing

myselfwithmyhandbutitjustmakesmemore



frustrated.Ineededtherealdeal.WhenIdogetset

freefromthispunishment,shewilldeeplyregretfor

keepingitupforthislongbecauseI'mnotgoingto

giveherthetimeordayforabreak,ifshethoughtI

wasasexfreakbefore,shehasanotherthing

coming.Iwilltearupthatlittlepussyofmine.

Andofcausethespecialprivatesurprisewasathe

TriptoMexicowhichwewerebusypackingfor.I'm

notreadynorexcitedaboutitbecauseIknowshe'll

beflauntingherbodyinsexybathingsuitsherass

alluponmyfacedayinanddayoutandIwon't

evenhaveatasteofit.Whenshewelcomedme

backtothebedroombutstilldeprivedmesexIonly

stayedthreenightsandwentbacktotheguest

roomvoluntarilybecauseIwassoclosetotakingit

byforceandIamnotthatperson.

Christmaswasawesome,wespentqualitytimeas

afamilywiththekids.JustMe,herandourchildren.

Icouldn'thaveaskedforabetterChristmas,we



cookedtogether,atetogether,openedgiftsunder

thetreeandplayedfungamesthatMatildaand

Kamvaenjoyed.Westayedindoorsallday,thekids

playedbythelittlejungleJimIbuiltforthem,while

thelittlefouragentsenjoyedourcompanyintheir

littlebabyswingswhichwasnotlikethenormal

swingsbutwasverysafeforfourmontholds.

Iwatchherasshetakesanothersuitcasetopack

moreclothes.

Me:"love,youdon'thavetopacksomanyclothes"

Naomi:"we'llbegoneforfourweeks,Ineedoptions"

Me:"okaybutleavethesecondsuitcaseemptyand

gowithitempty,wewillbedoingshoppingthere

afterall"

Naomi(smiling):"sothisisyourthinghuh?

Everytimewetravelyou'llbuythewholeshopfor

me?Ihadtobuyanothersuitcasewhenwewentto

Maldives,andinNewYorkeventhoughwewerenot

togetherIcamebackwithextraluggage"



Me:"precisely...soyoushouldtakemyadviceand

carryemptysuitcases,what'sthepointoftraveling

ifyounotgoingtobringanythingback?"

Sheclosesthesuitcaseandwalkstowardsme

Shewrapsherarmsaroundmyneckandpecksmy

lips.Beingthisclosetoherhasbecometorture.I

moveherhandsfrommeandstepback

Naomi:"youstilldon'twanttojoinmeforashower?"

Me:"pleasestopNaomi,youknowIcan'tdothat,

notwhenyouareofflimits"

Naomi:"can'tyoujustbearoundmewithoutbeing

tense,isourrelationshiponlyaboutsex?"

Me:"No,ofcoursenot,buthaveyouseenyourself

love?Youarequiteirresistibleandit'salreadyhard

enoughresistingyoufromadistance,I'msorrybut

I'mnotstrongenoughtotakeashowerwithyou.I

loveyou,butIalsohaveneedsandyouarepartof

thoseneeds.I'mjustrespectingmypunishment,



pleasestoptemptingmemylove"

Shenodsandmovespastmeheadingtothe

bathroom.Shejusthasnoideatheaffectshehas

onme,justhergazeturnsmeon,hervoiceis

somethingelse.Idon'tthinksheunderstandshow

painfulthispunishmentis.Andbythelooksof

thingsitseemsasthoughshe'sdoingjustfine,I

don'thavethesameaffecttoherthatshehason

mebecauseifIdid,she'dlonghavegivenin.It

actuallycrushedmyegothatshecangothatlong

withoutmewhilewithme.IthoughtIwashittingit

right.ButnowIhavedoubtsandithasmademea

bitinsecureaboutmysexgame.I'veneverbeennot

confidentaboutmyperformanceinbedbutshe's

thefirstwomantomakemefeelthisway.Thishas

reallytookitstollonmeandIdon'tthinkshe

realizesit.

Ijusthopewhenthetimecomes,wheneverit'llbe,I

wouldn'thavelostitasBandilehasoncementioned.

Iadjustmyharddickandcarryourbagstothecars

beforegoingtofreshenup.



.

.

.

ZEKE

.

.

.

Iwasintheofficeworking.

I'vebeensoconsumedwithworksinceDecember

started,insteadoftakingabreakthecompany

actuallygetsmorebusyspeciallyforthefinance

departmentsinceit'stheendoftheyearandwe

havetorevieweverythingthat'sbeendone

throughouttheyearandifthenumbermatchthe

work.

Myphoneranganditwasmywife

Ipickedup

Me:"mfazwam?"(Mywife)



Icanliterallyhearherblushingasshegiggles

"Babe"

Me:"whatisitbaby?Iseverythingokay?"

"Yes,Ijustwantedtoknowthatyouleftanempty

cottonofmilkinthefridgeagain"

Me:"Idid?Haababetherewasstillmilkinthere"

"ThisisnotthefirsttimeyoudoingthisZeke,it's

annoying,I'mgoingtostarthidingthemilkandyou

won'tbeallowedtohavemilkformonthsifyou

continuelikethis"

Me:"don'tdothatbabe,I'msorry,itwon'thappen

again,Iwasinarush"

"That'snoexcuse"

Me:"I'msorrymybaby,pleaseforgiveme"

"No,Ican'tforgive"

Me:"maybeIcanchangeyourmindwhenIget

home"

"No,youwon't,whenareyouknockingoff,Ican't

believeyouworkingonholidays,Ihardlyseeyou



nowadays"

Me:"Iknowbaby,workishectic,butIpromise

Januarywillbemuchbetter"

"YouwereevenworkingonChristmas,thisisnot

fair"

Me:"IknowbutIonlyworkedhalfday"

"Noyouweren'tsupposedtoworkatall,Ithought

yourbosslikedyouandunderstoodyouhavea

family"

Me:"justcausehelikesmedoesnotmeanhe'llmix

businesswithpleasure,atworkhe'sstrictlymy

boss"

"Youhavetodosomethingaboutthis,pleasetry

talktohim,wecan'tgoonlikethiseveryyear"

IfIdon'tagreethisconversationwillneverendand

willturnintoabigargument

Me:"okaymybaby,I'lltalktohim"

"Good,letmeleaveyoutoitthen"

Me:"Iloveyou"



"Iloveyoutoo"

Ihangupandsighshakingmyheadsmiling.

Marriagelife.Letmetellyou!.

WhilestillonmyphoneIdecidedtotakeamini

breakandlookthroughsocialmedia.

IwasonInstagramandIwasfloodedwithDMs,I

wenttothemanditwasabunchofladiesasusual,

I'velongstoppedentertainingtheDMs.

IcameacrossthebirthdaypartyvlogonNaomi's

timelinethatwaspostedafewdaysagowhichhas

4millionviewsaseveryonewasadmiringthe

theme.It'sbeenawhilesinceI'vebeenonsocial

media.

Iwatchafewminutesofthevideo.Itwasasurprise

party.Thisisthekindoflifestyleshewaslivingnow,

Ialwaysknewitwouldgettothiswhenshe'dbe

wininganddiningwiththerichandfamousbutI

neverthoughtitwoulddriftusthismuchapart.



Iwasn'tinvitedtotheparty.NotthatIwantedtogo.

ButtheNaomiIknowwould'veatleasttoldme

aboutit.Ihaven'treallytalkedtohereversincethe

wedding.Sheneverinvitedmetocomeseeher

babiesafterdelivery,Ionlyknewshedelivered

throughWhatsAppstatuses.Herrepliesontexts

arecoldanddoesn'ttrytokeepourconversations

longeranymore.

Idon'twannalieImissedherlikecrazy.Lifewithout

herjustdoesn'tfeelright.ButIguessifwewantour

relationshipstoworkwehavetocutthecord.Andit

seemsshe'salreadycutit.Iwasjustholdingonto

nothing.Lovereallyfucksupbeautifulfriendships.

I'llneveragainexperiencefriendshipwitha

connectionthatdeep.ButI'mgladIhave.I'llforever

cherishthememorieswe'vemadeeventhoughit

hurtslikeshit.

I'vebeendistancingmyselffromTrueeversinceI



foundouthecheatedonNaomi.Iknewhedidit

whenhecamebackfromLelethu'splacethatnight,

hewasstilldrunkandwasregrettingwhathedid

outloudwhenIheardhimsaying"howcouldIdo

somethingsostupidlikefuckingthatbitch.Naomi

isgoingtoleaveme"

Ididn'tconfronthimbutIwasverydisappointedin

him,Ineverthoughthe'sthetypetodothat.He

alwaysseemedlikethematuredtypeofguywho

knewwhathewantedandwasdonewithgames.

ButIguessIwaswrongabouthim.Asmuchasmy

naturalinstinctswouldbetoprotectNaomiandtell

her,butthistime,Ihadtotakeastepback,Ididn't

wanttobethereasontheybrokeuponceagain.

Thefactthattheystilltogetheranditseemslike

theystillsoinlove,itmeanshedidn'ttellherthe

truthbecauseIknowBambiwouldneverforgive

himforthat.Ihatetowatchhimmakeafooloutof

someoneIcareaboutbutI'mjusthopingthatsome

daythetruthcomesoutandsheseeshimforwhat

heis.Acheater,Godknowshowmanytimeshe's

beenscrewinghisexbehindherbackwhenhegoes



dropoffthebaby.I'llstayoutofit.Mywifeismy

prioritynowandIdon'twanttomessthisup.

Iputmyphonedownandgetbacktowork.

.

.

.

NAOMI

.

.

.

WelandedinthebeautifulcountryofMexico.

WereachedourdestinationattheGrutasde

Tolantongo.Iswearthiscountryhasthemost

exoticplacestovisit,Icouldn'tevenchoosebut

whenmytravelagentsuggestedthisplace,Iknew

thisiswhereIwanttobeacationwithmyman.



Everythingaboutthisplacewasbeautiful,theresort,

thecrystalclearbeaches,thepeople.Thebeautiful

LatinoandHispanicmenandwomenwiththeir

exoticSpanishaccent.Itwasjustamazing.

Weweresettlinginourroom.Ittookawholeday

andhourstogethere.It'sbeenaverylongflight

andIjustneededtorelax.

Seeingeverythingaroundusaswecameanditwas

intheearlyhoursoftheeveningandthesunwas

settingwhichmadetheplacelooksevenmore

dreamy,theexcitementgotridofallthetiredness

aswejustwantedtoexplorearoundplanningwhat

we'llbedoingthenextday.Whenwegottothe

watercaves,wejustwantedtogoinforaswim

thereandthen.Thecircularwaterfallinthemiddle

ofthepoolmadeittempting.Theplacewas

photographworthybutweleftourcameraand

phonesintheroom.

Me:"let'stestthewater"



True:"itlookssobeautiful,butwenotdressedfor

swimminglove"

Me:"there'sliterallynoonehere,it'slatenow,I

doubtanyoneisgoingtocome"

Welookaround,itwasemptyandtherewasstill

lightfromthesettingsun.

True:"youwannaswimwithyourpantiesandbra?"

Me:"yeah"

Helooksatmeforawhileabitskeptical

True:"fuckit!...

Hetookoffhisclothesonlyleftwithanunderwear

ashejumpedin.ItookoffthedressIwaswearing,

leavingmeintheblacklacebrathatmatchesmy

highwaistedlaceblackpanty.Itookoffthebraand

myboobsbouncedfreely.Myeyeslandonhimand

hewasdoggypaddlingtostayafloatashiseyes

werefixedonme.IdivedinasIswamtowardshim.

IwasInfrontofhimaswegrinnedateachother

bothhappytobeheretogether.



Weplayedinthewaterexploringallpartsofthe

caveaswekeptsplashingeachotherwithwater

whileracingfromoneendtotheother.

AsillyideapassedmymindandIsmirkedlooking

athim

True:"whatisitnow?Iamnotswimmingtowards

thatdarktunnelareaofthiscave"

Me:"haveyoueverskinnydippedbefore?"

Hefrownsinamusementlookingatme

True:"Isurprisinglyhaveneverandhavenever

thoughtofit"

Me(gigglinglikealittlechild):"let'sdoit"

True:"youcrazy?Thisisapublicplacesomeone

couldwalkinhereanyminute"

Me:"ohcomeonpleasedon'tbeagrandpathis

onceandletusliveinthemoment,thefactthatit's

publicmakesitmorethrilling"

He'sskepticalbuthisfaceformsintoasmileafter



hiseyeshavesearchedthroughmineandit'slike

I'vetransferredmyadrenalinetohimashetakesoff

hisunderwearunderwater,Icouldseehisbody

underwaterasitwascrystalclear.

MyheartpoundedasmybodygotexcitedwhileI

tookoffminetooandwethrewthemtoourclothes

bytherocks.

HiseyesexploredmybodyandIswamcloserto

himliftinghisheadbacktomyface.Wewereinthe

middleofthecircularwaterfall.

Me:"eyesupherebuddy"

Wewereonlyafewinchesapart

True:"whyareyoualwayshidingyourtummy?"

Me:"Idon'tknowwhatyoutalkingabout"

Hesighslookingatmewithcaringeyes

True:"Iknowyoudon'twantmetoseeyourtummy,

eeventhedayIgaveyouamassageonce,Iwas

admiringyourtummyandyougotuncomfortable,

whyisthat?"



Didhejustsayhewasadmiringmyuglytummy?

Me(embarrassed):"because...it'sdoesn'tlookthe

sameanymore,butI'mworkingonit"

True:"sowhyhideitfrommeasifIdon'tknowthat

awoman'sbodychangesafterpregnancy?"

Me:"Iwasinsecure,Ithoughtyou'dnotbeattracted

tome,I'vealwayshadclearskin,andthat'swhat

youwereusedto,whenIgotthosestretchmarks

andtheexcessskin,Ididn'tgetlikethatwith

Matilda,Ijustcouldn'tletyouseemelikethat"

True:"pleasenevereverdothateveragain,no

matterhowyourbodylookslike,itwillneverchange

thewayIfeelaboutyou,itwillneverstopyoufrom

beingattractivetome,evenifyoulostyourlegsand

hands,Naomi,you'dstillbethemostbeautiful

creatureinthiswholecreation,Iloveyouforwho

youareontheinsideandhowitshinesright

throughtotheoutside.Thatbodycarriedfour

humansatonce,FOURdamnhumansallby

yourself,forme,thoselinesandthattummy,are

evenmoresexybecauseIknowwhattheymean



andallIwantedtodoforthepastmonthswasto

kiss,cherishandworshipthem,thefactthatyou

stillhereandallthebabiesyou'vecarriedformeare

allhealthyandalive.Thatjustmakesmefalldeeper

anddeeperinlovewithyouNewton.Pleasenever

againthinkthatI'deverbedisgustedbyyou.I'd

havetodiebeforeIlookatyouwithdisgust.WhichI

doubtIwouldevenindeath"

Myheartmeltsastearsstreamdownmyface

Me:"I'msorry,Iloveyoumore"

Hemovescloserandwesharedahuginthemiddle

ofthecircularwaterfallasthewaterfellaroundus.

Ourmouthsmetandourtonguesbegantotwirl

aroundeachother'smouths.Mybreastspressed

againsthimandI'msureshecouldfeelmyhard

nipples.Handsroamingupanddowneachother's

backs.

Breakingthekissafterabouttenminuteswhenhis



dickwaspokingbetweenmythighs.Weseparated

andIrealizedwehadallnighttoplay.TonightIwas

goingtorockhisworld.It'stimeIendedthe

celibacyIhadenforcedonus.Iwon'tlie,italsogot

tomerealbad,butIalsodiditlongersoIcanfully

healfromthepainofgivingbirth,ittookawhilebut

Iwasokaynow,andafterhiswordsrightnow,Iwas

morethanreadytodishmymanhisfood.

Weenjoyedthewaterandthedarkblueskywhich

indicateditwasgettingdark.

Wetalkedabouthowhe'sbeenfeelingandhowhe

regretswhathedidandthetormentingwetdreams

he'sbeenhavingaboutmewhichiswhyhecalled

methesuccubus.

Itwaseasy,itwassimple,itwasasifwewere

teenagerswithnoresponsibilityandcarefor

anythingexcepteachother.

Herewewere,naked,swimminginapubliccave

pool,notwantingtokeepourhandsandmouthsoff



eachother.Whenwewouldpassoneanotherinthe

poolwewouldreachouttocanoodle,iwouldgaze

athisdickandhewouldgrabmyassorpullona

nipple,beingsillyandflirtatious.

.

.

.

TRUE

.

.

.

Me:"stopmoving"

Itoldherasshewasneartherockwallbythe

darkershadeofthepoolasthewaterwaslower

andreachourwaist.

Icouldn'ttakeitanymore,shewasclearlyasking

foritasIwashardasrock.

Ipushedheragainstthewallandheldhertight.

Firsttheloveofherear,thendownherneckIkissed



her.

IreacheddownunderthewaterandIcouldfeelthe

heatradiatingfromherpussy,shecouldn'thideher

arousal,whenmyfingertouchedherpussylips,the

wetnesstookmerightin,Imovedawayabitfrom

hertogiveaccesstoplaywithherpussy,two

fingersburieddeepinsideofher,Ileaneddownto

takeinherentirenippleandareolaintomymouth

andsuckusingmytonguetomassageitatthe

sametimeasmilkcameoutandIdrankit,ittasted

sosweet,morelikealmondmilkthatwasheavily

sweetened.

Shewasbreathingandrapidlymoaningwithmy

touch.HerhipswerepressingintomyhandasI

wasquicklymovingtheminandoutofher.Iwanted

hertocum,Iwantedherlegstogetweak,Iwanted

hertofeelherpussywallsgrabbingandpullingmy

fingersdeeperanddeeperinsideher.Shecame!

Openedmouthshecame.Graspingforairtryingto



stayquietshecameallovermyfingers.

Ishiftedinfrontofher.Iwrappedmyarmsaround

her,andwebeganmakingoutagain.Taking

advantageofthebuoyancyofthewatershe

wrappedherlegsaroundme.Iwashard.Mycock

hadneverfeltthismuchofanurgetobeinside

someone.Usingherlegsshepulledmetighter

againsther.Givingmeaccesstoenter.

Thiswasit,shewasgivingmethegoahead,she

wantedmejustasbadasIwantedher,publicornot,

itwastoolatetostopusnow.

Mydickpushedabitbeforeslidingintoher.Iwas

pressingheragainstthewallofthepoolandmy

armsbehindher,protectingherfromthecoldrailing.

Ihaveneverfuckedinwater,andholyShit!Itwas

amazing.Itwassoerotic,itwassoeasy.

Imovedmyhandsdowntoherassandturnedus

aroundsomybackwasnowagainstthewallofthe

pool.UsingmyhandsIguidedherbodythewayI



wantedto.Iwasmovingherbodywhilethrusting

intoherwithafrenzy.Shitnotnow,Ican'tcumnow

itwasstilltoosoon.

Ipulledoutofherandthecoolwaterrushed

betweenusitfeltamazing.

Waterwassplashingandherhandswereholding

ouruppertorsotighttogether

"I'mcummingagain!"

Sheyells,therewasnokeepingherquietthistime

ashermoansgotlouder.IwasfarbehindandIheld

hertightlyagainstme.Mydickwasballsdeep

insideher,notabletomove,mydickpulsated,

shootingropesofmonthsofprisonedcumsettingit

freeintoherspasmingpussy.

Ifeltherlegsshakingassheunwrappedthemfrom

mybody,wekissedasourheavingchestsslowed

downandourbreathingbecamelesslabored.



WesteppedawayfromeachotherandIbegan

floatingonmyback,Ifeltasenseofremarkable

relief,shecouldn'thelpbutcontainherlaughteras

myerectionwasstickingoutabovethewater.Our

laughterechoedthroughthecaveassheslapped

mydickmakingitwiggle.

.

.

.

*******

"Mermaidmating"

*******

Tobecontinued
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OutofallplacesIdidn'tthinkwe'dbreakour

celibacyinapubliccavepoolinMexico.Ithought

I'dmakeitmoreromanticatourhotelroomwith

candleflowersandeverything.Buttheunderwater

sexwaswaymuchbetter,spontaneous,funand

risky.Idon'tunderstandhowamanasoldasTrue

canmakemefeelandactlikearebelliousteenage

girl.Anyonecould'vebustedusintherebutthatjust

gaveusmorethrill,tryingtosuppressmymoans,

theechoesofourheavybreathing,thetappingand

splashingofthewater.



Wewerebackatourhotelroomandhaddelicious

Mexicanfood.I'vealwaysjustseenitonvideoson

myphoneIealwayswantedtotryrealMexican

food.Thecornonthecobseasonedwithsalt,chilli

powder,lime,butter,cheese,mayonnaiseandsour

cream,tastedlikeheavenastheycalledittheElote.

Wehaditwithenchiladas.BestthingI'veeverhad

inmymouth.Idrowneditdownwithwhitewine.It

wasalightdinnerbutitfilledmeup.

Me:"shouldweorderindesert?"

Hiseyeshoodedatmelookingatmewithlustand

longingashesippedhisbeer.

Heshookhisheadputtinghisdrinkdown

True:"mydesertisalreadyinfrontofme"

Ismirkathimandgigglegettingupfromthetable

withmyrefilleddrinkinhandandthebottleofwine

ontheotherheadingtowardsthepoolbythecouch

atthespaciouspavementbetweenthepoolandthe

frontporch.TherewasaNapoleonelectricfireplace.

Ifeelhispresencebehindme.



ItakeoffmyPJsremainingnakedandhealso

takesoffhisbriefsandshirtandremainednakedas

wesatinthedarkontheoutdoorcouchnearthe

fire.Wegotundertheblanketthatwasalready

there.

HewassittingbehindmeasIwasinbetweenhis

legsleaningbackagainsthim.Wewatchedthe

starsinthedarkskyandtheviewofthesilent

oceanwhisperingthroughthenight.Wefellintoa

comfortablesilencewithhisarmsaroundme.

Wehadfreshenedupafterwegotbackfromthe

caves,butnottogetherashehadtosortourdinner

outthroughroomservice.

Thisrightherewaspeace.Beautifulpeace.We

neededthis.IthinkTravelingwasdefinitelyamuse

inourrelationship,itjustboughtoutthecarefree

kidsinus.EveryyearI'llmakeitatraditiontogoon

baecationstogetheratleasttwiceayear.Oncethe



kidsaregrownenoughmaybefiveandolderthen

we'llintroducethemtoourtraditiontoo.Butthere'll

alwaysbeonewhereit'sjusthimandI.

IputthedrinkIhadinmyhanddownasIgotup

andturnedaroundsittingontopofhimwithmy

legsoneithersidesfacinghim.ThisistheviewI

wantednow,hishandsomeface.restingonhim

withmystomachasmylegsstretchedoutwhilehe

hadhisonearmaroundme.Theblanketstillover

usasitwasabitcold.

HewasdrinkingbeerandIhadmyglassofwine,

sippingonourdrinks,nottakingoureyesoffeach

other.

Me:"weshouldmakethisatradition,everyyearwe

visitadifferentcountry,atleasttwiceayear"

True:"Ilovethesoundofthat,Imostlyverymuch

enjoyexploringtheworldwithyoumylove,you

makemefeelveryyoungandnaive"



Me:"that'sexactlyhowyoumakemefeel"

True:"wheredoyouthinkweshouldgoonournext

vacation?"

IleanIpeckinghislipsasmyboobspressagainst

him

Me:"maybeJamaicathehomeoftheCaribbean,I

hearit'sabeautifultouristattraction"

True:"Iseeyouveryattractedtotheexoticbeach

places"

Me:"Iam,there'sjustsomethingsomagicalabout

theocean"

True:"true"

Me:"nonotyou,theocean"

True:"yeahtrue"

Me:"theOceannotyou!"

HelaughsandIlaughrestingmyforeheadonhis,I

liftmyheadandtakeasipofmydrinkandsodoes

he.



Me:"wheredoyouwanttogonext?"

Hetriestorespond,butIpullhishandtomycrotch

andpresshisfingeragainstmyclit.

Iwaswetanditdidn'ttakehimlongtogethard

again.Iwaschillyanddidn'twanttogetoutfrom

undertheblanketbutIdidn'twantusgoinginside

justyet.Iwantedhimrightheretomakemewarm

withhisbody.

ShiftingmyweightIstoodupandtoldhimtosit

backandslidhisassforwardonthesofasohecan

bemorelaidback.Ipulledtheblanketwithmeand

theburstofcoolerairmademeshiver.Istoodin

frontofhim

Me:"openyourlegs"

Iinstructedhim,hesmirkeddoingasIsay,hiseyes

darkwithdesireandlustonceagain.Heenjoyedit

whenItookcontrolandtookhimasIwantedhim.

Hewassohardhisdickstraddlingtowardsmeasit

throbbed.



FacingawayfromhimIsatbetweenhislegs.He

heldtheblanketoverusbothandIgrabbedhis

erectcockandlineditupwithmycoochie,sitting

downIengulfedhimandoncehewasallthewayin.

Imoanedoutloud,Istillcan'tbelieveIcantakehim

allin,Iusedtostruggle,it'sstillabitofastruggle

he'slongandthickbutItakehiminlikeabiggirl.I

leanedbackagainsthiswarmbody.

BothhishandsmovedtomytitsasIgyratedand

rodehim,atasteadypaceaswematcheach

other'srhythm.

Me(moaning):"mmmhyoufeelsogoodinsideme

daddy"

Hegroanedandcussedhishandscuppingmy

boobsastheyshookwhenIincreasedthepaceand

sloweddown,Harder,faster,slowagainandrepeat.

Theblanketwasnowonthefloorasmyrighthand



wasplayingwithmyclitvigorouslyaninsane

amountofpleasureintoxicatingmywholebodyasI

gotshiversallovergivinghimalapdanceofa

lifetime.Ididn'ttakehimoutasmypissypulsated

andsqueezedhimdeepinsidemegyratingfrom

sidetoside.

Hewrappedhisarmovermegrabbingmyneck

pullingmetoleanmybackagainsthimwhilehis

otherhandgavemyfingerabreakasittookover

rubbingmyclitwhichboughtmorepleasureashe

whisperedagainstmyear

True(whispering):"I'mgoingtocumagain"

Me(breathlessly):"pleasedo"

Andwithoutanotherbreathhecameashiswarm

loadshootingupmycanalcamebackdownwith

myowncreamyjuices.

Neitherofusmovedandwejustenjoyedthefeeling.

Istoodupafterawhileandallowedhiscumto

drainfromme.



GoodthingItookashotweeksbefore,Iwasnot

abouttogetpregnant,neveragain.

Me:"let'sgotobedit'scoldouthere"

True:"sayless"

Hestoodupasweleftourdrinksthereandwalked

backinthehousenaked.Icouldfeelhimstaringat

mynakedbodyasweheadedtothebedroom.

Iwasstillverymuchhornywhenwegottobedand

sowashewhenIfelthisharddickpokingmeI

knewitwasgoingtobealongnight.OnceTrueand

Istart,itneverendsandImissedit.

Heheldmetighttohisbodywrappinghisarms

aroundmyback,Icouldfeelhishardcockagainst

mycoochieherubbeditovermywetpussyteasing

me

"Please...

Ibeggedforhim,stillyearningforhimasifIdidnot

justhavehimafewminutesago.



Herespectsmywishesandslidesingettingontop

ofmeashestartthrustinginandout.Ourmoans

clashedandwemadeloveallthroughthenight.

.

.

.

TRUE

.

.

.

"Buenosdiashermosa"

Sheturnslookingatmeasshewasbythebalcony

fencenearthepoollookingawfullysexyinmy

oversizedshirt.

Naomi:"Idon'tknowwhatyousaidbut,yesbabyI

agree!"

Ilaughhuggingherfrombehindkissingherneck

thenkisshercheek.



Theviewlooksevenbetterinthemorningaspeople

wonderedabout.

Me:"soyoujustgoingtoagreeandnotgreetme

backmylove?"

Shegigglessweetly

Naomi:"ohhhgoodmorningtoyoutoo"

Me:"youwerenottakingourSpanishclasses

seriouslywereyou?"

WewerepracticingSpanisheversinceIlearntwe

weregoingtoMexicoasweboughtaSpanishbook

thathadEnglishtranslation.

Naomi:"babe,there'sjustsomanywordsthere,I

can'tremembereverything"

Me:"doyouevenknowoneworkke?"

Shethinksforawhilebeforeturningtofacemestill

lockedintomyarms.

Shecupsmyfacebrushingmybeard.

Naomi:"Teamonena"

(Iloveyoubabe)



Me:"hmmyotambiénteamo"

(Iloveyoutoo)

Sheblushesmakingacutechildishthinkingface

again

Naomi:"mmh...te...te...what'sthiswordfor

handsomeagain?"

Me:"guapo?"

Naomi:"Si!Teguapo"

(You'rehandsome)

Ilaugh.Myaccentisnotperfectbuthersisjustway

off.

Shefrownsadly

Naomi:"Notfunny,Ijustcomplimentedyouandyou

laughatme"

Me(laughing):"I'msorrylove...

Shefoldsherarmslettinggoofmeandfinallymy

laughdiesdown

Me:"Lolsientomylove"



(I'msorry)

Sherollshereyes

Naomi:"wegetit,youknowmoreSpanishthanme"

Me:"Besame"

(Kissme"

Naomi;"whatisthat?"

Me:"kissme"

Shesmilesandwithoutwastinganotherbreathher

lipssmashontomine

Afterstandingthereforawhileplanningonwhat

we'llbedoingfortheday.Wewalkbackintothe

roomandmyeyeslandontheoutsidecouchnear

thepoolareaandourclothes,blanketanddrinks

fromlastnightwerestillthere.Mydickstiffensas

theimagesofeverythingthathappenedyesterday

fromthecave,tothatcouchtothebed,wealways

havethebestsex,butyesterdayitwassexon

steroids,notonlydidshefuckmehard,Ifuckedher

harder.Wecouldn'tcontrolourselvesasourbodies



tookoverfeelingthelongoverdueseparationthat

wesuffered.Andwewerenowhookedoneach

otherlikedrugaddicts.

Me:"babe,weshouldgetyousomepreventionpills"

IsuggestasshepicksoutouroutfitswhileIlook

forwhatwegoingtohaveforbreakfastonthehotel

menu.

Naomi:"No,whatfor?"

Iturntolookatherasifshehaslosthermind

Me:"areyouseriousrightnow?Haveyouforgotten

aboutthesixlittlealiensthathavetakenoverour

house?"

Sheburstsintolaughter

Naomi:"yousaidyouwantedsoccerteamIthink

fourmorewilldothenwehaveten"

Ithrowmyhandsovermyheadastonished

Me:"NobabenowayI'mallowingfourmore

invaderstocontrolmygrownass"



Shecomesuptomeonthecouchandwrapsher

armsovermyshouldersfromthebackwithher

faceclosetomineshewhispered

Naomi:"Iwantthoseloadsofthickspermsyoushot

intomywombtostaytheresafelyandgrowyour

babiesinsidemeforninemonths"

Mydickgetshardatthepictureshesentthrough

mymind.Andforamomentitsoundslikethebest

idea.

Me:"Ifeellikeimpregnatingyourightnow,onthis

couch"

Shecomesaroundandsitsonmylapfacingmeas

herforeheadrestsonmine

Naomi(whispering):"IthinkIalreadyam,youshould

fuckmeoncemore,maybethistimewecouldhave

sextuplets"

Shewasn'twearinganypantiesasIfelther

wetnessthroughmythinfabricunderwear

smearingmydickasittwitchedunderneathher

fightingtobesetfree



Me(whispering):"whatarewestillwaitingforthen?"

ShegrindsonmydickasIfeelherpussylips

trailingupanddownmydick.

Shegrabsitfromundermyunderwearandstarts

strokingit.Lookingatitshereleasesastraighttrail

ofspitwhichlandsontheheadofmycocktrailing

downshestrokesitmakingmydickreallywetand

slimyasmydickveinswereallpoppedout.She

tookitandliftedherassupforaccess,Ispitonmy

handandrubbedherentrancefirstasIhelpherslid

itinslowlysittingonit,shegaspsinpleasure,

lookingintomyeyesandstartsmovingupand

downsexingmeslowly.

Wekissedpassionatelyasmyhandstroked

throughherhearwhiletheothersqueezedherbutt

cheekopenhelpinghermoveupanddowntheD.

.

.

.

.
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Therestofourdaywasamazingasexpected.Went

downtothebeach,andenjoyedalotoffun

activities.

Wewereinseparable,jointatthehipaswecouldn't

getourhandsoffeachotherallday.

WecommittedtolearningmoreSpanishfromour

newfriendsthatwemade.AbeautifulAfrican

Americancouplewhowerealsohereonvacation

likeus.Theyfoundinterestinusbecausethey

thoughttheyknewusfromsomewhereuntilthey

realizeditwasreallythewriterandtheleadroleof

thefamousDramamovie"Sinless"that'swhatwe

talkedaboutbeforegettingtoknoweachother.

UnlikeistheyweremuchbetteratSpanishbutthey

werenotfluentyet.IfeltleftoutbecauseTrueisa



fasterlearnerthanIam.Isuckatlanguages,they

justtoocomplicated,speciallythepronunciations

andwithSpanishhavefeminineandmasculine

words,likewhydowordshavetohavegenders?Hai

it'stooconfusingformebutItry.

Thedaygoesbyveryfastwhenyouhavingfun.It

wasalreadydark.

WeweregettingreadyforLuaufiestapartyatone

ofthebeautifulopenparkgardenlikevenuesnear

by.ItwasaHawaiianthemedpartyandtherewillbe

performersdancingandsinging.

SoouroutfitshadtoscreamHawaiian.

SoIhadonablueandwhitefloraldressthatwas

shortandabovethekneesshowingmythighswith

anklestrappyflatsandals.WhileTruehadhisblue

andwhiteHawaiianfloralshirtthatmatchedmy

dressandwhitetightpantswithwhiteBalenciaga

triplestrainers.

Ihadonadarkblueflowercrownonmyheadwhich

theycall"hakulei"andwewerereadytogo.



Me:"wow...nexttimeweshouldjustvisitHawaiiif

thisishowtheyrepresentinMexico"

IcomplimentasweenterthevenueandIseefire

beingspanaroundanddrumsbeingplayed.Ican

alreadyfeelthevibeandexcitedabouttheamount

offunthenightawaits.Wejointhemarriedcouple

we'vebeenvibingwithtodaywhotoldusaboutthis

sideofthecity.

Thenightgotcarriedawayindeedaswepartied

anddancedhardlearningthehuladancedancing

aroundthefire,drinkingourlivesaway.Itreallygot

wildandweweredrunkasfuck.

Intheearlyhoursofthemorningwecalleditanight!

Wewereheadedbackhomewithadriverdrivingus,

wemighthavebeenrecklessbutnotthatdaringto

playwithourliveslikedrivingthiswasted.

We'vebeenteasingeachotheratthebackseatand



wecouldn'twaittogettotheresortandbeineach

other'sbodies.

OnethingIknewisthatTrueandI'slovelanguage

wasdefinitelyphysicaltouchandpenetration.Love

makingishowoursoulsconnectedand

communicated.Itwasalwaysmuchdeeperthan

justsex,it'showwegottoexpressourselvesto

eachotherwithoutusingwords,there'snotasingle

scareormarkonhisbodythatIdidn'tknowabout,I

couldreadhiswholelife,hisstruggles,hispain,his

regrets,hishappiness,dreamsandourfuturejust

bystaringdeepinhiseyeswhilehe'sinsideofme,I

didn'tneedtotalktohim,becausehissouldidall

thetalking,thisishowI'vealwaysknewthathe'dbe

theoneIspendmywholelifewith.HisLovewas

likeadrugtomethatjustcouldn'tquitandhewas

myPlug.

Webothknowwhatwewant,andthat'seachother,

we'rebothverysureofourlove.Weknowfrom

deepwithinthatwe'remeantforeachother.ButI

justdon'tunderstandwhytheuniverseisagainstus.



Iknowthateventhoughwehappyagain,weboth

afraidofsteppingintomarriageandtryingagain

becausethere'salwayshastobesomethingthrown

ourway.

Thisgetawayisourescapefromtherealities

waitingforusathome,fromtheobstaclereadyto

jumpatthefirstchancewestartfindingpeace,the

fighting,thebrutalwarwehavetotrygetthrough

withoutitturningusagainsteachother.

Me:"Iwishthiscouldlastforever"

IfeltlikeIwashighonecstasywitheveryonekiss

heplantedonmybodyaswestumbledourwayto

theroomourhandsallovereachother.

True:"itwill,I'llmakesureofit"

Me:"pleasedo"

Wegottotheroomandweweretoodrunktoeven

kissproperlyasweswallowedeachother'sfaces

Me:"weneedtoshowerfirst,theroomisspinning



waytoomuch"

Isaytryingtopushhimawaybuthejustsaid"okay"

andcontinuedtryingoffmydressasIfoughthim

keeppushingitdown,Ididn'twanttohavehimthis

drunk,wehadtosoberupjustalittle.Butthere'sno

stoppingTruespeciallywhenhe'sdrunk.

ImanagedtofinallyescapehimasIrantothe

bathroomandheranafterme,Ithrewmylittle

purseonthebedandraninsidethebathroom

throwingmydressoff.

HejoinedmeshortlyafterandheseducedmetillI

gaveinaswehadeachotherintheshower.

Wewereabitsoberedupafterthecoldshowerand

dranksomewater.

Iwassittingbyourfavoritecouchoutsidewithonly

alacethong,watchingtheviewwhileIwaitedfor

himashewenttogetussomeicecreamfromthe

fridge.



Myphonethatwasplayingmusiconthetable

Infrontofmewasdistractedbyanotificationofa

message.Itakeitandlookatthemessagethrough

thenotificationwithoutpressingonit

"Enjoyitwhileitlastsbecausehe'snot.....

Itcutsoff,itwasanunsavednumber,mustbea

wrongmessageandjustwhenIwasabouttopress

onit.

Hewalksbackholdingonebowlwithtwo

teaspoonsinside,healsoonlyhadonhisCalvin

Kleinunderwearholdinghimtightandhisdickprint

inplace.Hesatbesidemeandweindulgedinthe

bowloficecreamsilently.Icouldfeelmybodywas

achinginexhaustion.WeneedtovisittheSpa

tomorrowandjusthavearelaxedday.Todaywas

toowild.

ItookmyphoneasIrememberthemysterious

messagewantingtoreadmorebuthegrabsmy

phoneplayfully.



True:"yousaidnophones,whyyoubreakingyour

ownrules?"

Ilaughrollingmyeyes

Me:"fineletmeswitchitoffIjustwantedtoplay

music"

True:"youcould'veaskedtheyhaveAlexawho

controlsthetechinhere"

Me:"really?Whydidn'tIseeit?"

True:"becauseyouneverasked"

Iswitchedoffmyphone

True:"lookwhatIgotforus"

Heopenshishandandit'salittlepackedwithweed

andZil

Me(gasps):"True!...

I'mshockedIneverexpectedthisfromhim.I've

onlyevertriedsmokingweedoncewithStellaandit

feltprettygood.

True:"let'sgethightogether"



Ismilelookingathimindisbelief,IthinkI'mmorein

lovewiththisrecklessdaredevilsideofhim.It'sa

turnon.

Me:"canyouevenrollablunt?"

Truewhatdoyoutakemefor?"

Me(laughing):"okay,maybeyoucanteachme"

True:"watchandLearnmamacita"

Me:"teachmetheungodlywayspapacito"

Welaughaswerollthebluntsaftermanyfailsfrom

me,it'snotaseasyasitlooks,pluscrashingitinto

smalllittlepieces.

WewerenowenjoyingourbluntasweaskedAlexa

toplay"wildyoungandfree"bywizkhalifa.I

restartedmyheadonhischestourlegstangledon

eachothernearthefireasthedrugstimulatedthe

partofourbrainsthatrespondstopleasurelike

foodandsex.JustwhenIthoughtwe'dendwitha

peacefulnightwewerealreadyhighlaughingat

stupidnothingswhileweorderedroomserviceand



atelikewehaven'teatenindays.

True:"babe?"

Me:"yeslove?"

True:"ifyoupaysomeonesomeonetokillyou,isit

murderorsuicide?"

Ithinklongandhardaboutitasitgoessilent

Me:"Suicide"

True:"butyoudidn'tkillyourselfthough"

Welookateachotherwithadumfounded

expressionbeforeburstingintolaughter

.

.
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Wewereonourflightbackhome.

IwassnuggledintohimuntilIdozedoff.

Iwaswokenupbyarmsbeinggentlybrushedby

bigwarmhangs.

Iliftmyheadoffhischestslowlygettinguptrying

togetmyvisionback.

Me:"arewethereyet?"

True:"notthereyet"

Me:"Iforgethowfarfromhomewewent"

True:"it'sonlybeenfivehours,wehave27more

hourstogo"

Me:"okay"

Igetupfromthebedandheadtothetinykitchen

andmakemyselfacupoftea.

Itaketwocupsplacingthemonthetable.



Itakeoutsugarandteabagsplacingoneteabagfor

himandtwoforme,twoteaspoonsofsugarforhim

andfourteaspoonsforme.Iswitchonthekettle

andwaitforthewatertoboilwhilestaringoutofthe

littlewidowlookingatthegreyskyandcloudswith

therainhittingagainstthewindow.Travelinginthe

rainisscary,therainwasreallystrongtoday,it

seemslikeastormiscomingIjusthopewepass

thisplacebeforetheweathergetsworse.

I'veneverbeenafraidofflyingbefore,butthe

thoughtofmykidsbeingathousandmilesaway

frommeandhaven'tseentheminawholefull

monthmakesmenervous,Ijustneedustogetback

homesafely,I'msuremybabiesthinkI've

abandonedthem,I'vebeenanemotionalwreckthe

lastfewdaysinMexicoboringTruewithmytears

andhomesickness,Ididn'tthinkbeingawayfrom

allthestressandsleeplessnightstheycomewith

wouldbeaproblem,buthereIammissingitlike

crazy,thecries,thescreams,themess,the

sleeplessnight,theinvadedbathroomspace,the

scratchingandbiting,thetantrums.*Sighs*



I'mstartledbythekettlegoingoff.

Ipourwaterinourcupsputtingtheminthetrayand

madetoastedbreadwithbutterbeforeheading

backtothebedroom.

Ifindhimsleeping,Ismileputtingthetrayonthe

sidetable.

Igetonthebedbesidehimabouttowakehimup

butcan'thelpbutstareathiscutesleepingface.I

openhisarmsoIcanrestonit,Ibrushmyhand

alonghistrimmedcurlybeard,hepullsmeincloser

withhisarm,Ikissthesideofhisfaceandheturns

hisheadtofacemewithhiseyesstillclosed.Ipeck

hisnosethenpeckhislips,hedoesn'tmovebuthis

faceformsalittlesmile,Ipeckhislipsagainand

againashishandbrushesmyshoulder,heopens

hiseyesandlazilylocksthemwithmine.

Me:"thetoastwillgetcold"

Hepullsmeinforakisshistongueinvadesmy

mouthheighteningtheemotionsashislegbreakin

betweenmylegsclosingthegapbetweenus.



IpushhimoffwhenIfeelhisdickwakingup

sendingsinfultinglestomyalreadywetpussy.

Igetupandputthebedtrayonthebedwithhis

legsin-betweenit.

True:"thankyoufortheteamylove"

Me:"youwelcome"

Wetakeourcupsmixingthesugarandtakeasipat

thesametime.Welookateachotherwithafrown

Me:"Ithinkyoutookmine,there'snosugarinthis"

True:"areyoudrinkingteawithsugarorsugarwith

tea?"

Weexchangelaughing

Me:"andareyoudrinkingteaormedicine?"

True:"loveifyouwantalonglife,youneedtocut

downonthatsugar"

Me:"sugarislifebaby"

Helaughsshakinghisheadasweenjoyourtoast

andtea



There'slongcomfortablesilenceasweenjoyour

tea,noonelookingintheirlaptoporphonescreens,

it'sbeenareallygoodneededbreakawayfrom

workandsocialmediaandallthedramaitcomes

with.We'llonlybeallowedtoopenourgadgets

whenwereachhome.Itwasnicehavingeach

other'sfullundividedattention,wedon'tgiveeach

othermuchofthatbackathome.Ithinkfromnow

onweshouldimplementthisruleathomeforat

leastonedayaweek,nogadgets,nosocialmedia,

noTV,justusandourundividedattention.

Me:"Imissmybabies"

True:"Iknow,Ican'tbelieveIactuallymissthose

rascalsthismuch"

Me:"canyoubelievethatIevenmisstherestless

nights?"

True:"thecryingandstinkydiapers"

Me:"allofit"

True:"Iguesswe'vebeenprocessedbythespiritof



parenthood"

Thetraywasnowonthesideasweweredone

eating.Isnuggledclosertohim.

Me:"love?"

True:"yesmylove"

Me:"doIknoweverythingaboutyou?"

Iliftmyheadtolookathisreaction,hehada

dumfoundedfrown

True:"uhmyeah,Ithinkso"

Me:"really?Likethere'snodarkpastIdon'tknow

aboutorskeletonsintheclosetthatyouswore

nevertotellanyone,yourdeepestdarkestsecrets,I

don'tthinkyou'veevertoldmeanydarksecrets"

True(laughsinconfusion):"I...

Me:"I'mnotsayingtellmethemnow,Imeanyou

canstillkeepthemtoyourself,theiryoursecrets,

butI'mjustaskingifthereareany?"

True:"yes"

Ilookathimwaitingforacontinuation



Me:"oh!Really?Doyounottrustmewiththemyet?"

True:"Ido"

Me:"okay....aretheresecretsthatcouldbreakus

up?"

True:"whereisthiscomingfrom?"

Me:"nowhere,it'sjustathoughtthatcametomy

mind,Idon'twantustokeepsecretsfromeach

otherthatcouldbreakusupifwekeepthemuntil

weinwaytoodeepinourrelationshipandyears

havepassed"

True:"I'lltellyouwhenI'mreadytotellyou,thereis

somethingthatI'mnotproudofthathappened

whileIwasinmylateteens,I'venevertoldanyone

aboutitbesidesmyDad"

Inod

Me:"okay,nopressure"

Iliemyheadbackonhischest

True:"uhmm...

Ilookupathim



Me:"what?"

Helooksatmeasofthere'ssomethinghewantsto

tellmebutchangedhisfacialexpressionintoa

smile

True:"arethereanysecretsyoukeeping?"

Me:"me?(Laughing)goshmylifehasbeenboring

sincechildhood,IwishIhaddeepdarksecretsto

share"

Welaughatmydesperation

True:"thereisonesecret(tohimself)IhopeI'mnot

fuckingusupforsayingthis...

Me:"whatisit?"

True:"pleasedon'tbemad,Ididsomething...

MyheartbeatracesasIliftmyheadturningtolieon

mytummylookingathim

Me:"whatdidyoudo?"

True:"itwaswhenweweretemporaryseparated"

Me:"Trueplease,Iknowyougotagirlfriendyou

neverhidthat,Idon'twannaknowaboutyou



smashingwomen,that'syourbusinesswewere

brokenup,Idon'tcareaboutthat"

True:"okay,I'msorryaboutthattooIshouldn'thave

posted...

Me:"Truethat'snotasecretandI'moverit,I

promise"

Ipeckhisarm

True:"okay,butthat'snotwhatIwasgoingtosay"

OkaynowI'mworried

Me:"sowhatdidyoudo?"

True:"ithasnothingtodowithmytrustforyouI

swear...

Me:"whathappened?"

True:"I...IdidDNAtestsonMatilda"

Myjawdropsthrownbackbywhathejustsaid

Me:"what?....

True:"itwaswhenIwenttodosecondDNAtestsfor

KamvabecauseIthoughtmaybehismother



messedwiththetests"

Me:"butwhydidyoutestourTilda?...

True:"Iknowit'sstupidbut,herskincolorshe'stoo

lightalmostlikeshe'swhite"

Me:"likeme!Dah,myDad,myMomweallarehalf

white"

True:"Iknow,Iknewshewasmine,it'sjustthat...I

listenedtopeople'sopinions,myfamily,friends,

socialmedia,youknowitcouldgettosomeone's

headsometimes,pluswhenyougotpregnantyou

werestillinbetweenZekeandI"

Me:"wow...sowhatdiditsay?AmIalair?IsTilda

notyours?"

True:"She'shundredpercentmine,I'msorrylove,I

didn'tmeantooffendyou"

Me:"Iamoffended,Ithoughtyousaidyoufeltthat

shewasyourswhenyoufirstheldheratthe

hospital,andtheidenticalbirthmarkonherchest?....

True:"I'maprickgoaheadandinsultme,Ideserve

it"



Isighshakingmyhead

Me:"IguessIkindofunderstand,therewasatime

whenIwasn'tsureeitherwhileIwaspregnant...

True(frowns):"butwhywouldn'tyoubesure?You

saidyouneverhadsexwithZekeduringthatshort

periodtogether"

Me:"yeahwedidn't...butwediddootherthingsthat

involvedhim...

True:"Idon'twannahearit,please,don'ttellme,it's

fine,Tildaismine,that'sallthatmatters"

Me:"yeah...shit,Ineverthoughtyou'ddosomething

likethatbutIdon'tblameyouIguess,sowhat

aboutKamva?(rollseyes)Ohhe'syoursobviously"

True:"yeahhe'smine"

Me:"youdidn'tevenhavetodoDNAevenablind

mancouldseethathe'syours,he'syourphotocopy"

True:"hey...

Heturnsmyfacetolookathim

Ishrugmyshoulderslookingintohiseyes



True:"sincewebeinghonest,tellmethis,doyounot

likeKamva?Iseehowdisconnectedyouarefrom

himcomparedtoyourkids,whenIcomebackfrom

homeandyoutellingmeaboutfunnythingsthe

kidsdid,youtellmeeveryoneexceptKamva,when

yougoouttothemall,it'salwaysagirl'sdaywith

Matilda,Ihaven'tseenyoutakehimalongunless

I'mthereandIsuggestwegosomewherewiththe

kids,atnightyoumakemecheckonhim,youonly

attendtheothers"

Me:"IonlytakeMatildabecauseshe'solderandI

can'thandlemorethanonebabyatthemall...and

thequadsarestillsmallandfragilethat'swhyI

checkonthemmostlyatnightwhileyoutakecare

ofTildaandKamva,whywouldIhateakid?"

True:"Idon'tknowNaomi,butIdon'twantyouto

makemysonfeelanylessimportantthantheother

children,IknowyouhateLelethubutmysonis

innocent,pleasedon'ttakeoutyourhateonhim,if

I'mnoticingthisnow,itwon'tbelongbeforehe'll

startnoticingittoo,it'sthelittlethingsNaomi,when

youwalkpastthemandyougiveTildaakissonthe



cheekbutyoudon'tgiveKamva,I'veneverseenyou

kisshim,youletTildasleepbetweenuswhenshe's

havingrestlessnightsbutwithKamvait'salways,

gocheckonhim,nevergofetchhim,he'snever

sleptoverinourbedeversinceyoumovedin"

Ifailedtoclosemymouthspeechless.

Myheartsankpainfullylookingdowninshameas

everythinghe'ssaidwasthetruth

Me:"I...Ididn'tmeantohurtyou"

True:"ithurtsalot,Ilovethatboywithallmyheart

asIloveallmykids,ifyoutrulylovemeasyou

claim,Iexpectyoutolovemysonjustasmuchtoo,

genuinely,pleasedon'tplayfavoritismwithour

kids...I'veseenhowyoutalkaboutthekidsandtheir

futureyouneverincludeKamvauntilImentionhim

andit'slikeonlythenyourememberyouhaveason

almostsameageasMatilda,thatshithurtsand

kidsgrowupresentingyouforthatshitandyou'll

neverknowwhy,youthelastpersonIexpectedthis

from,youknowhowitfeltwhenyourfatherwasn't

givingyouattentiongrowingupandyoufoundout



thatallalonghewasbusylovingandtakingcareof

hisothertwodaughtersgivingthemallhistime,

morethanhegaveyou"

Me:"yes...yesIgetit...

Iwasnowfullblowncryingasguiltandregret

crippledme,Kamvaisjustababy,hedeservesa

truemother'slovenotthepretenseI'vebeendoing.

Iletmyhateforthatwomanturnmeintosomething

I'veneverdreamtofbeing,aterriblemother,I'm

suremymotherislookingdownatmedisappointed.

Me:"I'llfixmyattitudewhenitcomestoKamva"

True:"that'sallI'maskingfor...comehere"

HepullsmeintohimasIlieonhisshoulderwithmy

faceagainsthis,hepecksmylipsmultipletimes

wipingmytears

True:"Iknownowthatwe'vetalkedaboutitand

acknowledgedit,thingswillchange,Itrustyou"

Me:"thankyouforpullingmeoutofthedarkpathI

wasabouttotakeKamvathrough,itstartwiththe

littlethings,nextthingI'mabitteremotionally



abusivestepmonster"

True:"I'dneverletitgettothat"

Isigh,flashbacksoftimesItreatedKamvaunfairly

invademymindandmyheartbreaksintoamillion

peaces,thisisthesamebabythatcallsmemama,

helearntitMatildawhoalwayscallsmemamaand

onedayhesaidit,tothinkIwasn'tevenexcited

aboutit,Ididn'teventellTrueaboutitIjustputitat

thebackofmyminduntilTrueheardhimsomeday,

hewassohappyhecametotellmeandIpretended

tobesurprisedlikeIdidn'tknowbitstillcouldn't

bringmyselftobeasexcitedasTrue,I'msurehe

noticedthatandithurthimthatIdidn'tcelebratehis

milestonesasbigasIdidwithMatilda'sandthe

newborns,liketakingpicturesandvideosofevery

singlemilestone,cometothinkofitidon'thave

muchpicturesorvideosofKamvaandit'sonlythe

onesthatTruesendstome.I'msoevil.MyGod

howcanItreatababylikethat.

Me(crying):"I'mabadmother,I'mabadperson

True,howcanyouevenloveawomanwhocarries

somuchhatetheyevenpassitontoababy,an



infant!"

True:"it'sokay,itwasn'tthatbadyet,I'mgladwe

talkedaboutitnowbeforeitgotworse"

Me:"he'ssoinnocentandcute,thatswhyhealways

crieswhenIcarryhim,hecouldsenseit"

True:"babe,he'sababy,youhavehiswholelifeto

makeitup"

Hewipesmytearswhisperingsweetthingstocalm

medownrubbingmybackkissingme,thekissgoes

onforlonguntilmynerveswerecalmanditgoes

silentagain.

Me:"I'mjusthappythatourkidswillgrowupwith

boththeirparentsineachother'slives,Iwantusto

bethatstrongunbreakablenuclearfamilyunder

oneroofandsharingsadandhappymemories"

Isaybreakingthesilencetryingtolightenthemood

andmoveawayfromtheoldme(thestepmonster)

intothenewmethemotherwholovesallher

childrenequally



*Silence*

Irealizethatit'squietsoIturntolookathimand

he'sstaringatnothingthoughtfully

Me:"love?....

True:"Iwantthattoo....Iwantitsobad"

Heturnstolookatmeandthere'stearsinhiseyes

thathe'sfightingbackforthemnottoleavehis

eyes.Mylipscurve,Ihateseeinghimsad.

Imoveclosertohim

Me:"wealreadyhaveitbaby,wejusthavetotryour

hardesttokeepitthisway....(smiling)Icanalready

imaginewhenourkidsareallgrownupinhigh

schoolorinvarsityfightingfortheirdreamsand

justknowingthattheyhaveasafehappyplace

calledhomewheremommyanddaddyhaveallthe

answers,motivation,protection,hugsandkisses

whenevertheworldisjusttoocoldforthem"

Ilaymyheadonhischest

True:"Ishould'vemarriedyou,Iregretnotmarrying

you"



Myheartsinks.Idon'twantthosememoriesinmy

mindanymore,itwasthemostheartbreakingand

embarrassingmomentthathaseverhappenedto

me.

Igetoffhischest

True:"doyouthinkwecouldevertryagain?"

Me(shakinghead):"Idon'tknowTrue,wejustgot

backtogether,Idon'twantustorushintoitagain

onlytocrashandburn,wehaveourwholelives

aheadofus,wecantakeourtime,Ihaven'tfully

healedfromwhathappenedandIwouldn'twant

thosememoriesruiningourwedding,let'snotrush

it"

Henods

True:"Ijustwantourkidsgrowingupknowingthat

we'rehusbandandwife,notboyfriendandgirlfriend,

butifyoufeelweshouldwaitforawhilethenthat's

finebutwecan'twaitforeverNewton,Iknow

weddingsarenownotahappymemoryforus,but

wedon'thavetohaveaweddingtobecome

husbandandwife,wecanalwaysdoitprivately"



Isigh

Me:"let'sgiveittimeTrue"

True:"howmuchtime?"

Me(laughsshockingly):"Idon'tknow...enoughtime

True,whyyouinarush?"

True:"IwantyoutobeknownasNaomiTrue

Maseko,ThisNewtonsurnameofyoursisstarting

toboreme"

Ilaughoutloud,likeagenuinelaugh.Mysurname

isboringnow?Saysthepersonwhocallsme

Newtonmorethanmyactualname

Me:"haibobhuti?Nowthatyouwantmetobeyour

wifemysurnamehasbecomeboring?"

True(smiling):whatdidyoujustcallme?"

Ifrownconfused

Me:"what?"

True:"yousaid,haibowhat?"

Me:"bhuti?"



True:"saythatagain"

Me(smiling):"bhuti"

Hepecksmylips,Iblushgrabbinghisneckto

continuethekiss

True:"youaremyworldNewton,Icannotdolife

withoutyoumylove,youknowthatyou'llalways

comefirst"

Me:"yourchildrencomefirst"

Heshakeshishead

True:"youcomefirstthenthem,yesfornowtheir

ourmainprioritytothebothofusuntiltheir18,

whenourchildrenleaveustogostarttheirown

familieswiththeirlovers,allwe'llhaveiseachother,

whenmylegsdon'tworkliketheyusedtoandI

can'tdoshitformyself,theonlypersonIknowwill

takecareofmewholeheartedlyismywifeandI

knowI'ddothesameforyou,wipeyourshitwhen

youcan'tdoityourselfanymore,feedyou,change

you,batheyou...allthosekidswilldoisthrowusin

ahomebecausewe'llbetoomuchforthemto

handle,they'llhavetoomanyresponsibilitiesand



I'mprettysurenonofthemwillwanttowipeour

smellybehindsforgettingthatweenduredalltheir

nasties...

Ilaugh.He'sright,whenourkidsareallgrownup

andsettlingdown,theirfamilieswillcomefirst,just

likehowmyfamily,Trueandmykidscomebefore

myfatherandhisfamilybutthatdoesn'tmeanI

lovethemanyless,it'sjustthecircleoflifeIguess.

True:"Igotdistractedalongtheway,butI'vealways

knownandbelievedthatyoutheonlywomanwho's

meantforme,eversinceIfirstinvitedyoutomy

house,myplanswerenevertohurtyou,allIwantis

tobringnothingbuthappiness,love,balanceand

peace,butIguesswhenitcomestolove,notall

thingsgoasplanned,it'salwaysmessy,butplease

don'tgiveuponme,IpromiseI'llnevergiveupon

us....

Iwantedtobelievehispromises,butheonce

promisedtoneverleavemeandhedidjustthat

withoutthinkingtwice,butthenagaindespite

everythingthat'shappened.Westillhere.Together

andwe'rehappierthanbefore.



Me:"I'llnevergiveuponus....Ipromise"

Hepulledmebackintohisembraceandwefellinto

silence.Hewasgentleandprotective,that'swhatI

wasfeelingcomingfromhimatthismoment.I

lookedupathim,Icouldseeitinhiseyes,hedidn't

wanttoloseme.Idon'twanttolosehimeither.

.

.

.

ZEKE

.

.

.

SundaysandMondayshavebecomethesame.

Workhasmebytheballsit'snotevenfunny

anymore,Ithinkit'sslowlygettingbetweenJordan

andI,asmuchasItrytobeinvolvedwithmyfamily,

mypositionatworkcomeswithalotof

responsibilities,endlessmeetingsandunplanned

traveling.NowIunderstandwhytheNhlabathi



businessismakingbillions,workneversleepsand

theamountthatchecksintomyaccount,I'mnot

complaining.

Iwasinmyofficeburiedinworkasalwayswhen

therewasaknockatthedoor.

Me:"comein"

IheardthedooropeningwhileIwasbusytyping

"Thepicnicissetup,youcancomeoutsidenow"

IwasalmostdonewithwhatIwastypingsoI

focusedonfinishingitquickly

"Zeke!...

IglanceupatherthenbackatwhatIwasdoing

Me:"yesbaby,I'malmostdoneIpromise,I'llbeout

inasecond"

Jordan:"you'vebeensayingthat,youwere

supposedtohelpmesetupthepicnicforusbut

yousaidyou'llbeoutbeforeIevengetdone,Zainis

goingtofallasleepsoonhe'sbeenup"

Me:"okay....



Itypethelastfewwords

IstartledwhenIheardthedoorbangandshewas

out.

IfinishedwhatIwasdoingandIwasbackonEarth

Me:"shit!...

IsavedmyworkonmyUSBandclosedmylaptop

beforeheadingout.

Iwentoutsideandshewasn'tthere,Ifeltguilty

seeingthebeautifulsetup.

Sundaysaresupposedtobefamilydays,Ididn't

realizeIspentthreehoursintheofficewhenIsaid

I'llbethereforonlythirtyminutes.

IheadupstairstofindJordantuckedinbed

watchingherfavoriteshowonNetflixwithZain

besideherplaying.

Me:"baby...

Igetonthebedbesideher

Me:"pleasecanwegobacktoourpicnic,Ipromise

nomorework"



Jordan:"I'mnotinthemoodanymore,getbackto

work"

Me:"haaababe,don'tsaythat"

Jordan:"pleaseleavemealone,yourworkismore

importantthanfamilyday"

Me:"youknowthat'snottrue,youandZainaremore

important,Ionlyworkhardbecauseofyoutwo,I

wantonlythebestthingsinlifeforyou,butI'm

tryingmybesttolimitmywork,pleasecanwenot

cancelthisday,I'msorryIusedourtime,itwon't

happenagain"

Shelooksatmeforawhileasalittlesmilecracks

attheecornerofherlipsbeforeturningbackatthe

TV

Jordan:"I'vealreadystartedmyshow,soNo"

ItakeZainandputhimontopofhersheholdshim

confusedasIgetusandpickherupbridalstyle

whilesheholdsZainandweheadoutofthe

bedroomassheburstsoutlaughing

Jordan(laughing):"yougoingtodropusZeke!"



Strawberries,grapes,cheese,biltongchampagne,it

wasaromanticmovieinourbackyardandmytwo

favoritepeoplewerelaughingenjoyingthemselves.

AfterawhileofplayingandeatingZainwasoutofit,

whileJordanandIlaidonthegroundfacingthesky

withmyheadonhertummyasherhandbrushed

myhairtalkingaboutourshorttermgoalsandour

longtermgoalsandhowweplanonachievingthem.

Idon'tknowhowourconversationledtousarguing

aboutwholovedtheothermorethantheotherbutit

wasgettingheatedaswesettleditwithpassionate

makingoutasIwasnowbetweenherlegs.

Myphonerangaboveus,Ireachedforitwithout

breakingourkiss,Iopenedmyoneeyetoseewhoit

wasanditwasNaoh.

Ijumpedoffher

Me:"babe,it'simportantIhavetotakeit"

Jordan(annoyed):"work?Again"

Me:"itwillbequickIreallyhavetotakethis,it'sthe

boss"



Iwalkedawaybeforeshecouldprotestpickingup

thecall

Me:"DoctorNhlabathi,towhatdoIowethe

pleasure"

"Heyman,IhopeI'mnotdisturbinganything,Iknow

Sundaysarestrictlyfamily"

Me:"yeahmywifeandIwerejustchillingbutwecan

talk"

"OhI'msorryI'llbequickthen"

Me:"alright,iseverythingokay?"

"Yeah,look,eversinceyoutoldmeabouttheletters

fromyourmotherandyourhalfbrotherandfinding

thathisfatherwasnotyoursandstufflikethat,I

knowyousaidyouwerenotinterestedbut,Ihave

informationonwhoyourfathermaybe,actuallyhe

isyourfather,eventheDNAtestsproveit"

MyheartaeratedbeyondmychestasIfeltmyself

gettingnauseousanddizzyoutofnowhere,Isat

downonthegrassandtookdeepbreaths

"Hello?Youstillthere?"



Me:"I'mhere,wecanmeetuptomorrowandI'llgive

youtheenvelopewithalltheinformationyouneed

toknow,oryoucanchoosetojustclosethat

chapterofyourlifeandmoveon"

Me:"I'vethoughtaboutthismanytimesinthepast,

but,Idon'tthinkknowinghimwillmakeany

differenceinmylifebesidesmakemeangryand

justtakemeahundredstepsbackfromthedark

placeIfoughthardtogetoutof,pleasedestroythat

information,burnitifyouwill,butIambetteroffnot

knowingthatman"

"Idon'tmeantoimposebutyousureyoudon'twant

evenapicture?"

Me:"No,Idon't"

"Whatifyoumarriedtoyourhalfsister?"

Myheartskipsfearfully

Me:"whatthefuck?AmI?"

Helaughsoutloud

"No,younot,butyouseewhyit'simportantforyou

toknow,youdon'thavetohaveanyrelationship



withhim,justtoknow"

Iwasstillshockedbywhathesaid

Me:"okayfine,I'llcomepickituptomorrow"

"Good"

Hehangsup.Isighshakingmyhead.Iwalkbackto

Jordanwhowaswaitingformeandlookingatme

withaworriedface

Jordan:"iseverythingalright?"

Me:"tomorrowI'llknowwhomyfatheris"

Sheraisedhereyebrowsinshock

Jordan(speechless):"oh....

.

.

.

.

NAOMI

.



.

.

Me:"checkmate!"

True:"babethat'simpossibleIwasabouttocheck!"

Ilaughedathim

"Passengerspleaseheadtoyourseats,wewillbe

landinginafewminutes,pleasehurrybacktoyour

seatsandbuckleup"

Me:"finally!"

Wegotoffthebed,wewerealreadydressedupand

readyanhouragobeforewestartedplayingcards

Thedooropenedasitformedintosteps,TrueandI

walkedoutwithhimfollowingbehindme.People

followedbehinduswithourbagsaswewerenow

carryingmoreluggagethanwewentwith.

Ourchauffeurdroveusbackhome,mytummygot

butterfliesthecloserwegottohomeexcitedtosee

mybabiesI'msuretheyaresogrownnow,babies



growsoquickly,I'mbummedwemissedthequad's

fifthmonthbirthdayanddidn'tspendtheirfirstnew

yearwiththem.

AllIwantedtodorightnowwasgethomeandhug

KamvafordearlifeandgivehimallthekissesI've

everdeniedhimandapologizeforbeingabad

mommy.

ThecarparkedoutsideDad'shouseasweboth

steppedoutandheadedinside.Icouldhearthe

noiseandbabysoundsthatallthekidswereawake

anditseemedliketherewastoomuchenergy

meaningtheyjustwokeupnotsolongago,great!

It'sgoingtobealongnight.

Me:"where'smyprincesandprincesses!?"

ItwentquietastheirfacesturnedtofaceusTilda

gotupandranstraighttohisdaddy.Wow.I'mhurt,

whatatraitor.

Kamvawasinhiswalkerjuststaringatus



Me:"comeherebaby!Cometomama"

Kamva(screaminghappily):"maaamaaaaaaa.....

Wealllaughashewalksuptomeandpickshis

armsupformetotakeme.Iholdmytearsbackas

guiltstabsmeagain.

Itakehimandgivehimatighthug

Me:"heymybaby,mamamissedyousomuch"

Ikisshimalloverhisfaceandhegigglesso

sweetly,tothinkI'veneverdonethistohimbreaks

myheart,Ikeepkissinghimandhisgigglesfillthe

roomasMatildastretchesherarmsawayfromher

fathertome

Tilda:"mamaup,upmama"

Me:"ohhhnowyouacknowledgeme?Youso

jealous...no,I'mholdingKamva"

Shemakesasadfaceandnoisesasifshe'sabout

tocry,wow,thejealousy!

Itakeherwithmyotherarmkissingheralloverher

faceandshegiggles.



ShelooksatKamvaasifshe'sthinkingabout

somethingandthenunexpectedlypusheshimoff

mychest.Everyonelaughsathersuddenjealousy

Me:"haibonana?Don'tdothat...

SheslapshimonthefaceandIgaspshockedas

Truetakesherbackandsheburstsintotears,

Kamvaburstsintotearstoocrying

Me:"sorrymybaby,whatthehellTilda?Ididn't

knowshegetssojealous"

True:"I'venoticeditwhenIplaywiththemthatshe

wantsalltheattention"

Dad:"Ihavetoo,attentionspongethatone"

Wealllaughasthebabiescalmdown,IgiveKamva

toDadbuthecrieswantingmesoItakehim

Me:"mybabiesreallymissedusyoh,theysoclingy"

IcrotchdownInfrontofmyidenticalquads,they

gigglelookingatmeasIgivethemallkisses

Me:"Yoh!Ihavetoomanykidhaaaa!

IsayasifI'monlyrealizingnow,I'vehadsomuch



peaceandquietforamonth,nowIrealizethat

damnIhavebirthed

Ilookaroundthere'sjustbabieseverywhereasthey

allmakingbabysoundsandspeakinggibberish,

thenthere'smylittlesistersatleasttheymore

grownbutstillteenagersarekids,thehouseisfull.

Me:"Igavebirthtoallthesepeople?"

Dad:"youonlynowfiguringitout?Thanksto

Mexico"

Beth(laughing):"it'sbeenachaoshouse,nopeacein

thishouseatall"

True(laughing):"wecanqualifytoopenourown

basketballteamhere"

Dad:"evenaschoolyoucanopen"

Beth:"I'msurey'allmadeavacationbabyinMexico"

Me:"haaanoanever!"

Dad:"we'llgiveitthreemonths"

True:"Iwouldn'tbesurprisedifwedid"

Ilookathimandhewinksatme,weallburstinto



laughter

Me:"noways,IlovemymanbutI'dbecrazytoget

pregnantagain"

True:"Imeanit'snotabadidea"

Dad:"yeahwecouldusemoreboys"

Me:"hellnowehavemorethanenough,threeboys

theegirls"

Dad:"youneedtosendusthepicturesandvideosof

yourvacation"

Beth:"theappropriateonesonlyplease"

Dad:"theyknowbetterthantosenddisrespectto

myphone"

Everythingisinstitcheswithlaughter.

Ireallymissedhome.

Afteralongsessionofcatchingupanddinnerwith

therentswewereheadedbackbutweleftthekids.

Truesaidweshouldleavethemandtakethem

properlytomorrowwhentheirstuffarepackedand



wehavesettledinthehouseasit'sourfirstnight

back,andwestillinvacationmood.Ittookawhile

toconvincemebuthemadealotofsensewhenI

staredintohiseyesandknewwhatkindofnightwe

wereabouttohavetonight.SowhoamItoargue

withutatawasendlini.AstheXhosasay.

Wegothometiredfromthelongflight,nomatter

howcomfortableaplanemaybewithbedsand

comfycouches,it'sjustnotthesameasyourbed

andcomfortyoufindathomeandyou'llalwaysget

backtired.

Itwaslate,ourphoneshavebeenoffallmonthand

Ijustcouldn'twaittologbackonline.Wedidn't

havetounpackyetwejusttookalongwarm

shower,smelledgoodandsnuggledinbedputting

NetflixontheTVinourbedroomwatchingmy

favoriteshow,thecircle.Thisisthemost

interestingshowforusrightnow.

True:"Ican'tbelievetheysentherhome,shewasn't

evenacatfish!"



Me:"Ireallylikedher,thisgameissounfair,they

goingtoregretitwhentheyfindoutthenext

morningthatshe'snotacatfish"

True:"Imissedthisshow,IwishSAcouldhavetheir

owncircle,I'ddefinitelygojointheshow"

Me:"wouldyougoinasyouoracatfish?"

True:"asme,Imeancomeon,they'llalreadythink

I'macatfish"

Irollmyeyesattheegoandconfidence

Me:"yeahyeahbecausenoonewouldbelievethee

TrueMasekowouldcomeplaythisgame"

True:"exactly,whatwouldyoudo?"

Me:"I'dgoinasacatfish,andmakesureIwinmake

upthesaddeststoryaboutmylifesoeveryone

couldlikeme"

True(laughing):"beingacatfishcanbehardthough,

pretendingtobesomeoneyounot,youboundto

slipup"

Me:"yeah,butI'dnailit"



WelaughasIstretchmyhandtotakemyphone

fromthetable

True:"backtophones"

Me:"haibabeit'sbeenawhile,I'msureIhavea

bunchofimportantmessages"

True:"can'tweenjoyourlastaftervacationnight"

Me:"okay,I'llbeinandout,Iwon'tbelong"

True:"okay,IguessIshouldalsocheckmine"

Wetakeourphonesswitchingthembackon,as

there'ssilenceandonlythesoundoftheTVplaying.

Bothourphonesmakenoisesasmessagesfloodin,

welaughlookingateachother,hepecksmylips

andIrestonhisshoulderourphonescreensin

frontofus,Icouldseewhathewasdoingandhe

couldseeminetoo.

Istartedonmymissedcallsandvoicemailsand

shitIhadalotofbrandswantingtosetupmeeting

anddophotoshoots,interviewinvitesImissed.

TomorrowIhavealotofpeopletogetbacktoand

fixmyrealworldagain.



IwentontoWhatsAppandhadabunchof

messagesfromfriendsandcolleagues.

Iscrolleddownlookingforimportantmessages

True(glancesatmyphone):"remembernoreplying

toanythingjustlooking"

IglanceathisphoneandhisDMswerefloodedas

well.Icameacrosstheunsavednumberwhichwas

rightatthebottomofmychats.

Iclickedonitandreadthemessage

"(Unknown)Enjoyitwhileitlastsbecausehe'snot

thepersonyouthinkheis,TrueandIhavebeen

fucking,hefuckedmesohardthelasttimehecame

hereandeveryothertimehecomestodropoffand

pickuphisbaby,youthoughtyourskinnytinyass

wasenoughforabigmanlikehim?Thinkagain.

Butthenagainenjoyyourlittlevacationwithyour

fakerelationship"

Myheartwasbeatingoutofmychest,igotoffhis

chestsittingupasIopenedthevideoandwatched



itasitconfirmedeverything.Asobescapesmy

mouthholdingmymouth

Iangrilythewthephoneathisface

Me:"whatthefuckisthis!?"

True:"ouch!WhatthefuckNaomi!?Youhurtme"

HecomplainsbrushinghisnosebutIwastoo

agitatedtocare

Me:"readthefuckenmessage!Youliedtome!?"

Hestaredatmyphonereadingthemessage.He

closedhiseyesandsighed.

True(clenchedjaw):"you'vegottobefuckenkidding

me"

Me:"starttalking"

.

.

.
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Me:"baby,pleasecalmdown"

Naomi:"I'mcalmTrue,howcalmdoyouwantmeto

be"

Shewasfuriousbreathingheavily

Naomi:"youcan'tdenyitnow,shehasavideoTrue,

youdidfuckher,youtoldmeyoudidn'thavesex"

Me:"Itriedtostopher...

Naomi:"butyoudidn't!...whydidyousayyoudid!"

Me:"Idon'tknowwhatIwasdoing,Iwasdrunk,she

tookitbyforcewithoutmyconsent,Ididn'twantto

doit"

Naomi:"that'snotwhatIsawinthevideo!Truewhy

didyoulietome!?Huh!?Whycouldn'tyoutellthe

wholetruth?Youseriouslygoingtoblameitonthe

alcohol?Iwasreadytoforgiveyoubutyoustill

keptthetruthfromme,youmademeforgiveyour

halftruth!Leftmewithafalserelieforsenseof

comfortthat,atleastyoudidn'thavesex!I'msure



she'spregnantagain..

Shegetsoffthebedpanting

Naomi:"Fuck!True!Fuck!Ithasn'tevenbeenhalfa

daybackandwecomebacktothisbullshit!"

Me:"she'snotpregnant,Imadesureofit,everything

thathappenedinthatvideowasanawfuldrunk

mistake,pleasedon'tletthiscomebetweenus"

Naomi:"don'tletcheatingandliescomebetween

us!?Thenwhatthefuckarewedoinghere!?Huh

True!?Ifwecanletcheatingandliespassbyour

relationshiplikeit'snothing,whatthefuckarewe

doing!?Thenthisisalljustabigfatjoke!Our

relationship,ourkids,ourlove,afuckenjoke!"

Me:"babeplease,I'msorryIdidn'ttellthewhole

truthbutIcheatedyouknewIcheatedandyoustill

gaveusachance,whethertherewaspenetrationor

not,youforgavecheatingandwewerehappy,Igot

mypunishmentanditwastorture,pleaseplease

canwenotletthisevilwomancomebetweenus,

thiswasherplan!Thisiswhatshewanted,

remembereverythingwetalkedaboutfromour



vacation,ontheflightback?Doesn'titcountfor

something!?"

Shewaspacingupanddownasshelosther

breathingpatternstrugglingtobreath

Naomi(panting):"she....shedidn'tputagunonyour

headTrue...I...Ican'tbreath....

ShewalkedtothebathroomasIranafterhershe

drankwaterandburstintotearscryinghysterically

Naomi:"withtheamountofnotificationsonsocial

mediaIwon'tbesurprisedifshehaspostediton

socialmediaandhastarnishedournames!All

causeyoucouldn'tkeepitinyourdamnpants!"

Shit!Iheadouttotakemyphoneandlogintosocial

medialookingatmyDMsandtherewasnothing

new,Isearchedtheinternetandtherewasnothing.

IwenttoWhatsAppandonlynowIsawamessage

fromDadtellingmeaboutLelethu'sthreatsifIdon't

letherseeherchildorlethimvisitshe'llexposeme.

Ithrewthephonefrustratedly

Me:"fuck!FuckyouLelethu!!...



Naomi:"shediditdidn'tshe?"

Sheaskswalkingoutthebathroom

Me:"no,butshe'sthreateningto"

Shesitsonthefloordefeated,Iremainseated

whereIwas,ifItrytouchhernowI'lljustbemaking

hermoreangry.

Naomi:"sothiswasnotthefirsttime,youfuckher

everytimeyoudropoffKamva?"

Me:"that'salie,shejustsaidthattoexaggerate

everything,itwasonlythatonetime,Iswearonmy

mother'sgrave,I'veneverevenbeeninsideher

housethatwasthefirsttime,youhavetobelieve

me"

Naomi:"Idon'tknowwhattobelieveanymore"

Me:"believemebabe"

Naomi:"how!?Youafuckenliar!!Youliedtome!!"

Me:......

Naomi:"Iaskedyou,Iaskedyouifisthereany

secretsyoukeepingfrommethatcouldcome



betweenus,andyouchosetokeepthemtoyou

withhopestheynevercomeout,butyoufailed!You

failedtokeepthisfromme.Weshouldbehappy

True,wejustcamefromafuckingvacationsowe

cancomebackandstartoveratafreshcleanpage

leavingallthecheatingscandalandliesbythe

oceansofMexico,butyouchosetocomebackwith

them!"

Ididn'tknowhowtodefendmyself.Ifuckedup.I

should'vetoldthetruth,Ishould'veknownthis

wouldcomebackandbiteme.Whydidn'tIthink

she'dhavecamerasinherhouse?Ofcoursethat

connivingbitchhasbeenmeaningtoseduceme,

shejustalwaysfailedbecauseIwasinmyright

minds.

She'sgonewaytoofarnow.IguessifIhadjusttold

thetruththiscould'vebeenallavoided,butwould

shestillhaveforgivenme.Ididmakeherforgivea

liesoIguessherforgivenessisnull.

Me:"love...

Naomi:"don'tcallmethat...



Me:I.....

Isighasmyheadhangsdowninshame

.
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TodaywasthedayIhavenotbeenanticipating.I'll

finallybeputtingafacetothedogwhowasa

spermdonor.Fuckhisfertilesperms!Fuckhis

father'sfertilesperms.

Jordan:"relaxbaby,thisisthefinalchapterto

findingyourselfthatyouareabouttoclose,thenwe

canstartourliveswithnovoidsorloopholesabout

whoweareandwherewecomefrom,butwework

onbuildingabeautifulbackgroundforourchildand

futurechildren"



Inod.She'salwaysspeakingsenseandbrings

aboutreasontomytroubledmind.

Andshedoesitsoeffortlessly.

Shefixesmytie,pullingittomyneckandbrushing

itonmyshirt

Me:"he'sprobablysomejunkieaswell,somelow

lifedrugdealer"

Jordan:"butwhateverheis...itdoesn'tmakewho

youare"

Me:"damnrightitdoesn't,IgotmyselftowhereIam

withthehelpofstrangerswhobecamemyfamily

morethanhecouldeverbe"

Jordan(nodding):"yesbaby"

Ileandownandweshareakiss

Me:"Iloveyou"

Jordan:"Iloveyoumorebaby,evenifyouturnoutto

bemybrother"

Me(chucklesnervously):"don'tsaythatbabe,Iwon't

survive"



Jordan:"wouldweendthings?"

Me:"pleasebabe,itcan'tbeyourfatherbecause

he'swhiteandmymomwasalsowhite,theycan't

makeamixedbaby"

Jordan:"yeahthankGod"

Ipeckherlips

Itakemythingsandheadout.

OntheroadtotheNhlabathihospitalalotof

thoughtswererunningthroughmymind.Whatif

I'veseenhimbefore,whatifhe'soneofthedealers

I'vedealtwith.

Iparkoutsidethehospital.Isitinthecarforawhile

collectingmyself.

Iwalkinsidethebuildingasmynervesbuildupthe

closerIget.

Me:"hereforDrNhlabathi"

Receptionist:"DrN.LNhlabathiorDrA.INhlabathi?"

Me:"N.L"



Receptionist:"doyouhaveanappointment?"

Me:"it'spersonal,ifyoutellhimZekeNowellishere

toseehim...

Receptionist:"ohhhshoot,yesMrNowell,hedid

mentionyou'dcome,pleasefollowme"

Ifollowbehindherassheleadsmetohisoffice.

Luckilyhewasn'tbusywithanypatient.

Hestandsupassoonasheseesme

Noah:"Nowell,mymainman"

Wedabhands

Me:"howzitboy"

Noah:"it'sallgoodit'sallgood,pleasetakeaseat"

Wesitdown

Noah:"howareyoudoing?"

Me:"I'mshitnervous"

Noah:"Igetthat,lookIhaveawholelottaworktodo,

soI'llgetstraighttoit"

Me:"yespleasedo"



Heopensthedrawbeneaththetopofhistableand

comesbackwithabrownenvelopedroppingit

Infrontofme.

Iheaveoutaheavybreath

Noah:"doyouwanttoopenitnow?"

Inod,ifIdon'tdoitnowIdon'ttrustmyselftodoit

whenI'maloneI'llprobablyburnitwithoutlooking

atit.

IopenitandtakeoutthepapersinsidewhenI'm

welcomedbyabigpictureofhim,myheartdropsto

mystomachassoonasmyeyesmeethis

Me:"No...no....no....itcan'tbehim....

Icannotbelievemyeyes.AssoonasithitsmeI

feelmybilerisetomychestashequicklyhandsme

thebinandIthrowup

Fuck!Thisexplainsalot.

.
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Iwaswokenupbythebrightshinningsunpiercing

throughthewindowrighttomyface.Idon'teven

knowwhenIfellasleep.

IturntowrapmyarmsaroundawarmwaistbutI

wasaloneinthebedandthat'swheneverything

camebacktome.

Me:"fuck....

Igetoffthebedandheadtothebathroomtowash

myface.

Iheadbacktothebedroomandtakemyphone

dialingmyfather.

Me:"heytah"

"Wooowyouarestillalive!Ihadalreadystarted

mourningyou"

Me:"comeonDadItoldyouI'dbegoneforamonth,



nophoneswereoneoftherules"

"Whileyoubusyenjoyingsoftlifeoverseas,your

crazyexbabymamaisbusywiththreatshere"

Me(sighs):"Iknow,Ihavetakencareofthat"

"Already?Sosoon,didn'tyougetbackyesterday?"

Me:"Ihadtomakecallsfast,thatvideohasbeen

destroyed,thiswomanisturningmeintothemanI

leftyearsago,Idon'twantKamvagrowingupnot

knowingwhohismotherwas,butshe'sreally

pushingmetotheedge"

"Iunderstandwhyyoufeelthatwayandhonestly

whateveryoudonow,howeveryoudealwithher,

I'mrightbehindyou,Ineverknewshewasthis

crazy,Ialwaysthoughtshewastheperfectmatch

foryoubecauseofageandmaturitybutshe's

provenmewrong"

Me:"letmegolookformywoman,Ihopewemakeit

throughthis"

"Thatgirllovesyou,butsometimesitgetstoomuch,

you'vealreadyputherthroughtheworstkindof



pain,I'llpraythatyoutwosurvivethisonetoo"

Me:"bye"

Ihangupandgetoffthebedwhenacallcomes

through

Me:"hello?"

"Wegother,whatshouldwedowithher?"

Me:"isthevideodestroyed?Nopictures?"

"Everythinghasbeendestroyed,eventhecameras

atherhouse"

Me:"don'tkillher,butgetoutasmuchinformation

fromheraspossible,youcanleaveherface

unrecognizableifthat'swhatittakes"

"Yesboss"

Me:"sho"

Ihangup.

Havingalotofmoneycomeswithhardcoresecurity

andprotection,andpeoplethatIdobusinesswith

arenotonlydoingthelegalbusinesses,buttheyare

justforcoverupforthedirtybusinessestheydo



underground.Mybusinessassociateswiththe

hotelsIownareverydangerouspeopleand

becauseIdobusinesswiththemIknowtheirdirt

andIgetprivilegeformysilenceandloyaltyeven

thoughIdon'tinvolvemyselfintheirdirty

undergroundbusinesses.Butit'sindayslikethese

wheresharingatablewiththedevilcomesinhandy

towipeoutandcleanmesseslikethisone.Inever

thoughtI'deverdothisespeciallytoawoman,but

shehasbeenaskingforit,Ihavebeenpatient.I'm

sparingherlifebecausepartofwhathappenedwas

myfaultaswellforgoingtoherhousewhileunder

theinfluence.

I'vebeenlookingalloverthehouseforNaomibut

afteragoodtwentyminutesIrealizedshewasnot

hereandshetookhercar.Ishould'vecheckedthe

carfirstbeforerunningaroundthishugehouselike

amadman.

Ihurriedbackupstairstocheckforherstuffandher



suitcasesweregonebutnotallherclotheswere

taken.

Idialedhernumberandcalledher.Itsentme

straighttovoicemail.

Icalledherfather

"Youreallyfuckedupthistime,stayawayfrommy

daughterbeforeyouhavemetodealwith"

Hehangsup.

Me:"shit!"

Igetdressedandtakemyphoneandcarkeys.I'm

goingtofindher.Ihavetofindher.

Shewasnotatherfather'splaceorather

apartment,shewasn'twithStella.I'vebeendriving

aroundbutnosignofher.

Idialedmylasthopeofsomeonewho'llknowwhere

shewas.

"Hello?"

Me:"heybro,howyoudoing?"

"I'mgoodhowareyou?"



Me:"I'mfucked,doyouknowwhereNaomiis?Did

shetalktoyou?"

"No,NaomiandIhaven'ttalkedinmonths,why?I

thoughtyoutwoweregonetosomebirthday

vacationorsomething"

Me:"yousureshe'snotthere?"

"Iwilltellyouifshecontactsme,butshe'snotwith

me"

Me:"Fuck!Okay...

"Wait,canyoutellhertocallme,there'ssomething

importantIhavetotellher"

Me:"whatisit?"

"It'skindofpersonal"

Me:"I'mpartofherpersonalaswell,youcantellme"

"Justtellherplease"

Hehangsup.Igroanoutinfrustration.

Itrytothinkwhereshemightbebutnothingcomes

tomindasallthatflashesthroughmyheadisthe

heartwrenchingcriesfromlastnight,thepainand



hurtinhereyes,ourhappymomentsinMexicoall

crashedbyonetext.

Icouldn'timaginethisbeingtheendofus.This

cannotbetheendofus,we'vebeenthroughway

toomuchshittohavesuchashittyendinglikethis.

ForsomereasonthespotIfirsttookherat,the

forestlikegardenwhenshewasheartbrokenwhileI

washelpingherwithherlistcomestomindandI

drivestraightthere.Irememberhowshefellinlove

withthatplaceandsaiditboughtherpeace.

FortunateenoughIfindhersittingattheverysame

benchstaringattheskyasshewaslyingonher

back.ItbrokemyheartthatI'mthereasonshe's

hereagain.

TogetpeaceawayfrommewhenallIwantedwas

tobethatforher,forustobeeachother'speace.I

guessthat'sabitfarfetched,notinthisworld.

Me:"canIsithere"



Sheturnsherheadashereyesmeetminebut

quicklylooksbackup

Naomi:"whatareyoudoinghere?Idon'twanttosee

you"

Me:"IpromisedIwouldn'tgiveuponus,Imeantit"

Naomi:"howdidyouevenfindme"

Me:"thethingsfatedoes,youwouldn'tbelieve"

Shechuckleshumorlessly.Thatwasthequestion

sheonesaskedmethefirsttimeIfoundherhere

twoyearsagowhenItracedher.

ShemovesandsitsupasIsitnexttoher.

Me:"IwishIcouldreversetimeandgobacktothe

firsttimewewereheretogether,Iwoulddo

everythingdifferently"

Naomi:"butyoucan'tbecausethat'simpossible"

Shesaysannoyedbyme

*Painfulsilence*

Me:"pleasesaysomething"



*Silence*

Sheheavesaheavysigh

Naomi:"Ihadsomeoneoncewhomadeeveryday

meansomething,andnow….Iamlost….and

nothingmeansanythinganymore...

Me:"Naomiplease...(breakingvoice)don'ttalklike

that...

Naomi:"IthoughtIknewyou,IthoughtIhadyouall

figuredoutandyouwereeverythingthatIwantedin

aman,Ithankedtheheavensforfinallyblessingme

withsuchanhonestlovingman,Iknewyouwere

humanandyouwereboundtomakemistakestoo,

butwhatIwasalwayssureaboutandvaluedabout

youwasyourbrutalhonesty,evenwhenyou

confessedthemosthurtfulthing,whenyoudidn't

haveto,Iappreciatedyoubeinghonest,orsoI

thought.ButlittledidIknowthatIdidn'tknowyou

atall,younotthemanyouintroducedmetoo,a

cheaterandaliar?ThemanIfellinlovewith

despisedthosethingswithpassion,whathappened

tothatman?"



Me:"thatmangotcaughtupinauglymess,it'swas

eitherhestaystruetohimselfandloseeverything

heeverdreamtof,thewomanofhisdreamsand

familyorhechoosestobeselfishandprotectthe

latterevenifitmeantprotectingwithlies"

Shenodssadlyastearsstreamdownherface

Naomi:"welleverychoiceandeveryactionhas

consequences,didyouthinkaboutthe

consequencesofyourlies?OryouhopedI'dnever

findout,andcontinuepretendingtobesomething

younot?"

Istruggletoswallowthepainfullumpstuckonmy

throatastearsfalldown

Me(whispers):"Iwasstupid....

*Silence*

Me:"whathappensnow?"

Naomi:"youlivewiththeconsequences...

ShegetsupandleavesmeasIwatchherwithmy

blurredvisiondisappearingtowardsthecars.I

covermyfaceasIfailtocontrolmyemotions



breakingdown
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Imademywayinsidethehouse.Iplacedmy

briefcaseonthefloornearthecouchasIpulledmy

tiemakingitlose.

"Mommy!Daddy'shome!"

Ilookupathimrunningdownthestairs

Me:"NorunningonthestairsZain"

HereachesmejumpingonmeasIpickedhimup

matchinghisenergyspinninghimaround

Me:"whyareyougettingsoheavy?"

Zain:"mommymakesmealotoffood"

Me:"Isee,andyoufinishitall?"

Henods

Me:"that'sagoodboy,soonyou'llbebigandtalllike



daddy"

"Heyhoney"

Iturnlookingather,Ismilelookingatherhuge

bump

Wemeetherhalfwayandshareapeck,Zain

doesn'twanttobeleftoutashealsopeckshis

momonthelips.

It'slikewealwaysonacompetitionformommy's

attention.

Me:"areyouguysready?"

Jordan:"yeahI'vealreadypacked,youjustneedto

getthemtothecar"

Zain:"wegoingtograndad!"

Jordan:"yesweare,nowgoupstairsandtakeyour

stuff"

HewigglesoffmeasIputhimdownandherunsup

thesteps

Me:"IsaidNorunningonthestairsZain!..

Zain:"sowy!...



Heslowsdown

Ishakemyheadandpullmywifecloser

Me:"nowformyrealkiss"

Shewrapsherarmsovermeandweshareakissas

Ishovemytongueinhermouth.

Me:"let'sgetgoing"

Jordan:"Ihopeeverythingwillgowell,doyouthink

she'llwanttocome?"

Me:"she'sstillfindingithardtoacceptbutIthink

she'llcomearound"

Jordan:"youguyshaven'ttalkedinyears"

Me:"shedecidedtodistanceherselffromme,I

neverthoughtwe'dactuallytotallystop

communicatingbut...

Ishrugmyshouldersandmyheartsinksjust

thinkingabouther

Jordan:"let'sgo"

Wewenttogetthebagsandheadedtotheairport



.
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Seventhirty!It'sonlybeenthirtyminutesintothis

andherplateisstillfull,she'stakinghersweettime

tofinishthatseafoodplatter,thehakeisnoteven

touchedyet,butIcan'tblameherthefoodonly

arrivedlikeafewsecondsago,theservicejusthad

tobesupperslowtonightorisitmewho's

impatient?

I'vebeenaroundtalkativepeoplebefore,butthis

wasnextleveltalkativeIcouldn'tkeepupwiththe

topics,thisisthetypeoftalkerthatdoesn'teven

needyoutosayanythingbesidesnodandshow

thatyouarelisteningandtheywillgoonforhours.

Ifshewasn'tthiscuteIwould'velongmadean



excusetocutthisdinnershort.

Buthercocoadarkeyespiercethroughthosenerdy

roundframeglassesandherprettyeyeballshave

beenallovertheplaceavoidingmyeyesandwould

onlyglanceforafewsecondspastmyfacebefore

lookingbackdownatherplate.Idon'tthinkshe's

hungrybecausesheisbarelyeatingthatfood,or

she'sdoingoneofthoseshyeatingstuntswomen

liketopullonfirstdateswithaman,onlytolater

findthatshecouldeatforthewholeofAfricawithin

amatterofminutes.Shm!Women.It'ssilentfora

whileasshehastakenherfirstbite,tomysurprise,

aschatteryassheis,shedoesnottalkwithfoodin

hermouth.Respect.There'sonlyonewomanI

couldtoleratetalkingwithfoodinhermouthand

onlybecauseshewasthemostbeautifulwoman

I'veeverlaidmyeyesonandwasbeautifulno

matterwhatshedid.Okay.Backtothewomanin

frontofme.Myeyeslandonherpoutylipsmoving

asshechewedherfoodwithhermouthclosedand

hercheeksfull.Itwashardtobelievethatshewas

inherlatethirties,shedidn'tlookadayovertwenty



two.

Afterwhatseemedlikehours,Iwasparkedoutside

herhouse.

Iwalkedouttoopenthedoorforher.

ShegotoutandIwalkedhertothehouse,shelived

inthecityattheflatsanditdidn'tseemsafeatthis

timeofthenightastheywerenotfenced.

Shelookedatmeforawhileasshehadnow

openedthedoor

Her:"thankyoufortonight"

Me:"mypleasureandthankyouforyourtime"

Therewasawkwardsilence.Ihaven'tdonethisin

ages,it'sbeenawhileandthepurposeofthisdate

wastogetoneoutcome.Ofcoursenootherthan

BandilecouldsetmeupforafuckwhenheseesI'm

inneed,I'vealwaysrejectedhisdates,butIdon't

knowhowhefinallymademeagreetothisone.

Her:"uhmdoyouwanttocomein?Foradrink?I

haveabottleofwinethathasbeenchillinginmy



cellarforoverayearnow,soandyouknowwhat

theysayaboutwine?"

Me:"whatdotheysay?"

Her:"theolderthewinethebetterthetaste"

Shebitesherlipsmiling,Ilookatherandbreakinto

asmile

Me:"yourinviteisquiteirresistible"

Shegigglesmakingwayforme,Ilookbackatmy

car

Me:"waitI'llberightbackIhavetogetmyphone

fromthecar"

Her:"okay"

Iheadtothecarandtakemyphone,Iopenmy

walletandtherewerethreecondomsinhere,Itold

BandileIwouldn'tneedthembecausenothingwas

goingtohappentonight,butsinceImetthislady

shehadveryseductiveintentionswithmeandI

cannotdenyhowgorgeousshelooked.

Islippedtheminmypocketandheadedinside.



Shepoureduswineandindeedittastedverygood.

ShewasgoinghardonthewinewhileIwastakingit

easy,Ionlyhadtwoglasseswhichwereenoughto

upliftmymood,thelastthingIwantedwastohave

drunksexwithastranger.Ineverlikedusing

womenforsexlikethis,Ileftthatkindofbehaviorin

varsityandinmytwenties.Butit'sthreeyearsand

asmuchasIlovedmyself,myhandandtheadult

toyscannotcomeclosetotherealdealasmuchas

theyhavehelpedbuttodayIwasnotgoingtodeny

mesomelivingpussy.

Shewastalkingnonstopasshesatverycloseto

me,Ishutherupwithakiss.Puttingherdrinkaway.

Wetakeeachother'sclothesoffasIpickherup

withherlegswrappedaroundme,honestlythere

wasnotimeforforeplayasmydickwaspainfully

throbbing,hard,anddesperatetobeinsideher,I

threwheronthebedasshespreadherlegswide

openformeanddamnitwasabeautifulviewas

herpussywascleanandshaved,Irippedthe



condomopenwithmyteethunwrappingitbefore

rollingitinmydick,shititwastight,lasttimeI

rememberXLwasmysizeandwasnevertheshort

ortight,diditgrowovertheyears?Orit'sbeenthat

long?

Igotbetweenherlegskissingherlips,Irubbedmy

guyonher,fuck!Ialmostforgothowrealpussy

feelslike.Ipushedmyselfinsideherslowlyasshe

gaspedclosinghereyesandstartedmovinginside

herslowly,hermoanswerepleasurousasIpumped

herhardergettinglostinherslipperywarmthIwas

alreadyreadytobustanut,thelasttimeIremember

Icouldavoiditandgoonforlonger,butmydick

vibratedasIshotmyloadimmediately.Andthereit

was,Iwasweak,done,Icouldn'tgoonasI

collapsednexttoher.Ihearherdisappointedsigh

nexttomeandIwishIcouldcontinuebutmydick

wasselfishforsomereasonasitgotsofter.

Shit!HaveIgottenthisweak?Fuck!Thiswas

embarrassing.



StayingherewouldonlybemoreembarrassingsoI

gotupandtookoffthecondom,tyingitclosed.

Me:"where'syourbathroom?"

Her:"alongthepassagethedooronyourright"

Itookmybuttnakedselftothebathroomwrapping

thecondominatissueandwipingmyself.Iheaded

totheloungegettingdressed,luckilyIleft

everythinghere.Iheadedbacktothebedroom.

Me:"uhm,Ijustgotamessagefromthenanny,I

havetogetgoing,thankyouforthewelcome"

Shenoddedsmiling

Her:"maybeweshoulddothisagain?"

Me:"youwantaseconddate?"

Her:"yes,Ienjoyedyourcompany"

Me(smiling):"metoo,we'llkeepontouch"

Her:"okay"

Me:"goodnight"

Her:"goodnight"



Iwalkedoutandgottomycar.

IputthecondomonthepassengerseatasIdrove

offandthrewitinoneofthepublicbinsfarfromher

place.Iwasnotabouttohaveanyonehavemykids

withoutmyconsent.Neveragain.

Igothome,itwasquietasalways.Iheadedstraight

tomybedroomandtookashowerbeforeheading

tobed.Atleasttomorrowmykidswerecomingto

visitfortheJulyschoolholidays.I'mexcitedI

cannotwaittoseethem.Theystaywiththeir

motherandonlycometovisittwiceayearonJune

andDecemberandtheyneverstaythewholeof

December.

Isigh,Ididn'trealizehowmuchIneededtonight

eventhoughIcouldn'tgiveherherorgasmbutIfelt

good,it'slikesomethinghasbeenliftedoffmy

shouldersforashortwhile.I'mnotsureaboutthe

seconddate,Idon'tthinkIcansitthroughallthat

ramblingagain,butIfeellikeIoweherformywack

performancetonight,Idon'twantanywomanwho's



beenwithmetoremembermelikethatatthesame

timeIdon'twanttogiveherthewrongimpression

thatIwantsomethingmorewithherbecauseIdon't

thinkI'mcapableofgivingherthat,oranyother

womanforthatmatter.Notwhilemyheartstill

belongstosomeoneelsewhonevergaveitback.

Myhandlandedonmybarechestcominginto

contactwiththelittle,coldsilvermetalaroundmy

neck,Iliftupthependantofthehalfbrokenheart

andwithouteventryingsaltwaspouredonanopen

wound.IletgoofitandjustlikethatIhaveinvited

theunwanteddarkdemonsthatwhisperfoul

poisonouspropositionsaboutwhatIshoulddowith

mynonexistingmiserablelife.Iplaceapillowover

myheadtryingtoblockthemoutreplacingthem

withthehappiestmemoriesofmylifebutaftera

shortwhiletheyjusttakemebacktothatoneworst

dayofmylifeleftcryingonabenchwithnocarefor

thepublicthatsecretlyhadafielddaywithmy

sacredemotions.Likeeveryotherdayofmylife

afterthatone,sleephasyetagainturnedit'sback



onme.SoIgetupwithmyheavyleakingeyesand

headtotheonlyroominthishugeasshousethat

madesense.Thebarroom,whereIhelpmyselfto

mydailysoothingpotionsthatmagicallymakeall

myfears,sorrows,unwantedemotionsand

problemsinstantlydisappearandsleepwilleasily

comemywayagain.Eventhoughit'llonlybe

affectiveforafewhours,afewhoursisallIneeded

togetmethroughyetanotherdauntingnight.

Iburboutloudaftergulpingdownalmosthalfthe

bottleofvodkawhichleftanunpleasantburning

sensationinmychest,butIenjoyedthatsensation

morethanthecripplingpainthatmybloodorgan

usuallyenduresthroughouttheunlivelydaysofmy

life.I'dratherenjoythisburnthantheoneI'myetto

facealloveragainwhenthevodka,thewhiskey,the

beers,thetequilashavedecidedtoalsoleaveme

alonewithmydemons.

.
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Weweregettingreadytoleavethehotelandhead

tothereunion.

IwasnowwaitingasIalwaysdowhenit'stimeto

getready,Iwasn'treadyyetbutIwastakingmy

ownsweettimebecauseI'mnotabouttoget

dressedandreadytogoonlytowaitforhoursfor

sweetmadamtofinishgettingready,shewasstill

busywithhermakeupsoIwasbythelivingareaon

myphonescrollingthroughsocialmedia.

Iwon'tlieIwasgettingworriedaboutNaomi,even

thoughwehaven'tspokeninthreeyearsnowbutI

usuallyknewhowthingsweregoingwithher

throughherlifeonthescreens,whetheritwasour

phonescreensorTVscreeneveryonealwaysknew

whereshewasandwhatshewasdoingwithherlife,

butit'sbeenawholefullyearnowandshe'swent

MIAonsocialmedia,shedoesn'tpostanymoreand



herfanshavebeenaskingabouther,nooneknows

what'sgoingonandnowthatshestaysinEngland

Londonit'snoteasytokeepintouchwithher,she

doesn'tevencomehometovisit,sheflieswiththe

kidswhenbringingthemthissidetovisitbuther

trusteddriverpicksthemfromtheairporttotheir

father'splace.

"Babyyoustillnotready?"

Ilookupatherandshe'sdone

Me:"IonlyhavetogetdressedandI'llbedonein

lessthanfiveminutes"

Jordan:"babe,nowIshouldwaitforyou?"

Me:"nowyou'llknowhowitfeelslike"

Shepoutsshakingherheadindisapproval

IpeckherlipspassingherasIgogetmyselfready.

AndlikeIpredictedIwasreadyinlessthanfive

minutes.



Wegottothehouseandthewholefamilywashere,

Iwasmeetingeveryoneforthefirsttime.Thiswas

stillveryweirdandaprocesstoaccept.

Hecameuptouswelcominguswithhugsashis

wifepickedZainup

Him:"thankyouforcoming,Ididn'tthinkyou'dmake

ityoualwayssobusy"

Me:"that'swhatjobsdohey"

Helaughed

Him:"asyoucanseewenotaverybigfamilybutI

triedtogetasmuchofthemasIcouldforyou"

Me:"Icanseethat"

Heledthewaytotherestofthepeopleintroducing

measIheldJordanclosetomeonthesmallofher

waist.

.

.

.

TRUE



.

.

.

IknowNaomihasthekidsboughtstraighttomy

housebyourpersonaldriverbuttodayIwantedto

gofetchthemfromtheairportmyself.Imissed

themlikecrazyanditwouldbethefirstholidayIget

toseethemthisyear.

Iwaswaitingbytheterminalsforthem.They

usuallyusetheprivatejettotravelforsafetyand

comfortreasons.Idon'twantmybabiesgetting

trickedormixedupwithforeignstrangersandI'm

notsureifNaomistillflieswiththemorsendsthem

withtheirnanny,therehasn'tbeenmuch

communicationbetweenuslately,everythingI

neededtoknowaboutthekidswascommunicated

tomebythenanny,likewhenthey'llarrive,when

theyhavetheflue,whentheystartedschool.Iwish

IcouldcommunicatewithNaomiaboutthese

thingsbutshehasdistancedherselfsomuchfor



thepastyear,notonlyfrommebutfromherfamily

andthepublicaswell,somethingjustdoesn'tseem

rightandI'mtemptedtoflytoEnglandandfindout

what'sgoingon,butIdon'twanttodisrespecther

likethatashernannyupdatesmeabouttheonly

thingshefeelsIshouldbeworriedabout,mykids.

Anythingaboutherandherlifeisapparentlynonof

mybusiness.I'vegivenuptryingtowinherback,it

onlydestroyedmemorethanitdidanythingelse,

shewantedabsolutelynothingtodowithmeand

whatthatdidtomewasnothingthathasever

happenedtomebefore.Idon'tknowhowmany

timesI'vedrivenmycaratfullspeedtowardsthe

endofsomecliff,havingherliveinmymindand

heartconstantlyneverbeingabletogetridofher

wasthemostbrutaltortureIcouldn'tcontinueliving

with.IknewIlovedher,butIdidn'tunderstandthe

depthuntilsheleftme,forgood.Wetendtouse

wordslike."Ican'tlivewithoutyou"orIcan'tbreath

whenshe'snotbymyside"assomethingromantic,

butnothingisromanticaboutthesewordsuntilyou

startlivingthewords,untilthosewordscometolife

andyoustartexperiencingthem.Losingloveislike



dying,it'slikebeingshotstraightintoyourheartand

bloodoozingoutofyourbody,insteadofeventually

closingyoureyesandbedead.Youcontinuejust

dyingeverysingledayofyourlife,atleastdeath

ends.Ifitwasn'tformykidsGod...orshouldIsay

thedevilknowsI'dbetherebyhissideenduringthe

consequencesofmysinsbecauseGodsureashell

won'tacceptmeaftersuchsin.

I'msavedfrommythoughtsbythesoundofthe

planelanding.Iimmediatelyopenthedoorandget

outofthecarasIwasgrantedaccesstopark

outsidetheterminalssoIcouldbeclosertothejet

whenitlands.Itfinallycomestoahaltandthe

flightofstairsopenup.Firstanunfamiliarman

makeshiswayoutcarryingtwoofmyoffspringson

eithersideofhiswaistwhilemyotherblessings

followhappilybehindhim,myheartwasnow

beatinguncomfortablyinsidemychest.But,

nothingcould'vepreparedmeforthepersonIsee

next.

Andjustlikethat,myworldhascometoastandstill



aseveryoneelsedisappears.

Thewinddramaticallyblowsherwayasher

flawlesshaircoversherfaceandherdressexposes

partsshedidn'tintendtoexposeinpublicasshe

holdsitdown.

"Daddy!!Daddy!!Daddy!!....

AgainIsnapbacktotheworldofthelivingwhenI

hearmyagentsallsixofthemcalloutformeas

theyallracetowardsme,Ibentdownwaitingfor

themwithopenarmsastheirlittlebodies

immediatelycrashintomineandweallgrouphug.

Andweallburstoutlaughinginexcitement,and

that'sthefirsttimeIgenuinelylaughagainsince

theyleftlastholidays.

Me(laughing):"heeyyyyy,wooowImissedyouguys

somuch!"

Matilda:"wemissedyoudaddy"

Ilookathershe'shermother'stwin,everytimeIsee

themtheamountofgrowthalwaysshocksme,and

IwonderwhatdotheyeatinEngland?Theygrowing

upwaytoofastformyliking.Itdoesn'thelpthatI



nolongergetweeklyvideosandpicturesasmuch

asIusedtowhentheywerebabies,actuallyIget

nothingatallbesidesonceortwiceamonthskype

callstotalktothem.

AftercollectingallmyhugsandkissesIdirectthem

tomyopencarjustnearby.

KamvaandMatildafightforthefrontseatpushing

eachother

Me:"Kamva!Yoursisteristheoldestsosheshould

getthefrontseat"

Kamva(sulking):"unfair!Shealwaysgetsthefront

seat"

Me:"you'llhaveyourturnbuddy,pleasebea

gentlemanandmakemeproud"

Hesmilesandnods

Kamva:"okay!I'magentleman"

Heclosesthedoorforhissister,Iwinkathimashe

happilygoestothebackseatwithhislittlesisters

andbrothers.

Myheadturnbacktotheirmother,mysmile



suddenlydisappearswhenIonlynownoticethat

she'snotNaomi.Well,atleastnottheNaomiIknew.

Shelooked.Shewasdifferent.Pale,wherewasher

blood?Hertan?Myheartbrokelookingatthe

unfamiliarwomaninfrontofme,ifIdidn'tknowher

Iwould'vedefinitelyofferedhermyleftoversof

foodpassingherby.Whowasthiswomanand

whatdidshedotomyNewton?

Naomi:"hey"

Me:"hi"

Hereyes,searchingthroughthemIgotlost,butit

wasn'tthemesmerizingkindoflostI'vealwaysfelt,

IwasreallylostasIfailedtofindthesparkle,the

liveliness,somethingwasmissing.Whoisthis

woman?

Ourstaringcontestwasdisturbedbysomeone

clearingtheirthroat.Myeyeslandedbackonthe

strangerbedsideher.Theonewhowascarryingmy

offspringjustsecondsago.Agoodlookingyoung

man,ifIsaysomyself.Smart.Clean.Groomed.And



aColgatesmile.DefinitelyNaomi'stype.I

swallowedthelumpstuckonmythroat.

Naomi:"weshouldgo,I'llseethekidswhenIfetch

them"

Shemeanswhenshesendssomeonetofetchthem.

Shewasnotplanningonintroducingmetothe

gentlemanbyhersideastheywalkedaway.Iwas

surprisedtoseethemwalkingtowardshercarwith

herchauffeurwaitingforthem.Soshewasnot

goingbacktoEnglandthistime?

Itryignoretheheavyfeelinginmychestandweara

smileformycrewasIgetinthecarandwedrive

offandimmediatelyI'mentertainedbyathousand

storiesthatjustcouldn'twaituntilwegothome.

EventhoughIwaslaughingenjoyingthelittle

voicestalkingallatonceinmyear,myminddrifted

mebacktoafewminutesearlier,backtohereyes.

Myheartshatteredastearsdidn'tbother

threateningbutfellinstantlyasthoughIhadjust

experiencedagreatloss.Andthisonewasworse.

Worsethantheonethat'sbeenhauntingmeall



theseyears.

Kamva:"daddyareyouokay?"

Iquicklywipedmytears

Me(chuckled):"yeah,Ijustmissedyouguysso

much"

Matilda:"weheredaddyyoudon'thavetocry"

Me:"Iknow,it'scalledtearsofjoyprincess"

Luzuko:"Joy!!Dada...dadateasofJoy!!"

Liyema:"nodada,daddy,it'sdaddy"

Ilaughatmisscorrectionsandhowtheycanall

barelypronouncemostwordsproperlybutit's

heartwarmingwatchingthemlearn.Andjustlike

thatthey'vepulledmeawayfromthegloomy

thoughtswithouteventryingandhavemovedonto

otherconversationsastheycontinuetosurpriseme

bytheirlevelofintelligence.

.

.

.
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Everyonehadnowleftanditwasjustthefourofus

bythelounge

Me:"Ithinkweshouldgetgoingnow"

Him:"Ithoughtyouguyswouldsleepover"

Me:"ohwedon'twanttointrude"

Him:"comeonZekeyou'vesleptoverheremany

times,I'mtryingmybesthere"

Iwasstillthinkingofsomethingtosaytoexcuseus

fromsleepingoverwhen

"Hifamily"

Inshockweallturntolookather,Iblinkafew

timesnotbelievingit'sreallyher

Me:"Naomi?"

Shewalksfurtherinsideandcomestowardsme

andattacksmewithahug

Iholdherbackandlettheemotionstakeover.I

missedher.Imissedhersomuch.

Naomi:"I'msorry"



Me:"I'msorrytoo"

Naomi:"Iloveyou"

Me:"Iloveyou"

Afteralongwhilewebreakthehug

ShehugsJordanwhowasbesidemegreetingher

andgoesontostandinfrontofherDad.

Naomi:"heydaddy"

MrNewton:"mybaby,I'vemissedyou"

Theysharealongemotionalhugasshebreaks

downintotears,somethingwasnotright,she

lookeddifferent.

Myeyeslandedonthemanstandingbytheside

awkwardly.Shehugsbethaswellbeforegoing

backtostandnexttothemanshecamewith.She

introduceshimtousas

Naomi:"ThisisAndrew,Andrewthisismyfamily,

that'sDadRaymond,hiswifeElizabeth,mynewly

foundcousinandgoodoldfriendandhiswife

Jordan"



Andrew:"nicetofinallymeetyouall,I'veheardso

muchabouty'all"

HehadtheEnglishaccent

Pops:"andwe'veneverheardanythingaboutyou"

Me:"notevenaname"

Helooksdownembarrassed

Naomi:"there'snothingtoknow,fornow,Andrewis

justafriend"

Pops:"afriendhuh?SoareyoufromtheUK?"

Andrew:"yesSir"

Naomi:"Ijustwantedtocomesayhibeforeheading

backtomyplace"

Pops:"Ithoughtyourentedoutthatplace"

Me:"Igavethetenantsathreeweeksnoticefor

themtofindanotherplacebeforecomingback"

Pops:"ohokay,aren'tyougoingtostayalittlewhile,

it'sbeensolongsinceyou'vebeenhome,plusyou

missedthereunion,someofyourmother'sfamily

washereandyouruncles"



Naomi:"Iwillcomeovertomorrow"

Pops:"younotgoinganywhere,Andrew,doyou

drink?"

Andrew:"yesIdo"

Pops:"good,I'llgetussomedrinks,I'msureyou

guysmustbehungry"

Naomi:"Dad....

Hewasn'thavingitashewalkedoutasking

everyonetomakethemselvescomfortable.Myeyes

werefixedonherasalotwasrunningthroughmy

mindtryingtounderstandwhatwasgoingon,even

someonewhodidn'tknowNaomiwouldknowthat

somethingwasnotright,Ijustcan'tputmyfinger

intoit.

AbrushonmyshoulderbringsmebackasIturnto

lookatmywifebesidemeandgiveherasmileto

getridofherconcernedfacialexpression.

Everyonewasnowaroundthetable,therestofus

onlyhadsnacksanddesertwhileNaomiandher



guesthadfoodfromearlier.Shewastellingus

aboutlifeinLondonanditseemsasthoughthings

weregoingwellwithherbusinesses,sherunsa

successfulcosmeticandaestheticbusinessand

workswithalotofcelebritymodels,herbrandwas

internationalbutherofficeswerehereinSAand

England.

Me:"youdoingsowellforyourself,I'mproudofyou"

Shesmileslookingatme

Naomi:"thanksbro"

Itakeasipofmydrink,Istillcouldn'tacceptthatwe

wererelated.Itfeltawkwardaftereverythingwe've

beenthroughandthefeelingsweshared.Iguessit

allmakessensenow.I'mjustrelievedthatwenot

brotherandsister,Imeanbeingcousinsisstillbad

butsomehowfeltmuchbetter.Itturnsoutmy

fatherpassedawayyearsago.Naomi'sDadonly

knewaboutmeafewyearsaftertakingmeonto

workforhimandhelpedmewithgoingtoschool

buthedidn'ttellmebecauseoftheangerIcarried

towardsmyfatherandeverythingI'vebeenthrough



hethoughtmyreactionwouldbetoendthe

relationshipwehadandrejecthimasfamily,which

Iprobablywould'veifIhadfoundoutpriorto

meetingJordanandgoingthroughtherapybutI

haveburiedallthatangertenfeetundergroundasit

doesn'tbringmeanypeaceorjoyandifthere's

anythingI'velearntthroughtherapyistocuttoff

anything,emotionorpersonthattakesawaymore

thanitaddstomyhappiness.AndsinceI've

implementedthisinmylifeI'vehadapeacefullife.I

chosetoaccepttheNewtonsasmyfamilybecause

IwasalreadypartofthefamilybeforeIknew

anything.Naomi'sfatherandmyfatherweretwin

brothers,whenIfirstsawhispicturesinNoah's

officeIthoughthewasmyfatheruntilIgotanswers

ayearago.Yes.Iwaitedbeforeconfrontinghim,to

getridoftheangerandallthenegativethoughts

andapproachitinamaturemanneraspossible.

Whathappenedinthepastdidn'tmatternow,what

matteredwasfixingandstructuringagoodfamily

orientatedbackgroundformyfutureandmykids.



Pops:"Honeymustard,howareyoudoing?Is

everythingokay?"

Ithinkhecouldalsonoticethatsomethingwasn't

right

Naomi:"I'mfineDad"

Pops:"areyousure?Whydidyoujustleavelikethat?

You'vebeendistancingyourself,wentawolon

socialmedia,we'vebeenveryworriedaboutyou,

youknowifthere'ssomethingbotheringyouor

threateningyouIcantakecareofitforyouand

makeitdisappear"

Hewasn'tkidding,thatIknowforsure,wasthis

Englishmanmistreatingher?Itwasclearlyvisible

thatshewasnotokay

Naomi(sighs):"I'mokayDad"

ShewasmorefirmandNewtongotthemessageso

hebackedoffbutstillshowedconcern

Beth:"werearemyangelsdidyouleavethem

behind?"

Naomi:"theirfatherpickedthemfromtheairport,I



didn'texpecthimtopickthemup,IthoughtI'dpass

herewiththemfirstbeforedroppingthemoff"

Pops:"hemust'vemissedthemlikecrazy,itdrivesa

fathercrazywhenhiskidsareoceansawayfrom

himandhardlyvisitorcommunicatewiththem"

Naomi:"Dad,I'msorryforbeingdistantfromyou

guys,Ijust....

Hereyesgottearyasshechokedonherwords

Herfathermovedhischairclosertoherandpulled

herintoahug

Pops:"it'sokay,we'lltalkanothertime,justknow

thatwehereforyou...okay?"

Shenoddedburyingherfaceinherfather'schest,

myheartwarmsupatthesight,she'salwaysbeena

daddy'slittlegirl,althoughtheirrelationshipwasnot

perfect,butitwasastrongunbreakablebond,no

onecouldtellPopsnothingwhenitcomestohis

daughter,althoughsometimeshegoesaboutitthe

wrongway,buthisintentionsarealwaystoprotect

thepeoplehelovesnomatterwhat.



Naomi:"it'sbeenalongflight,I'llseeyouguys

tomorrow,I'llaskTrueifIcanbringthekidsherefor

thedaysoyoucanseethemandZaintomeetthem

thentakethemback...(lookingatZain)...he'sso

quiethe'lldefinitelyvibemorewithKamva"

Jordan(laughs):"don'tbefooledbythisinnocent

act,he'sarascal"

Zain:"I'mnotarascal!"

WelaughasIplayfullyrufflehishair

Me:"younotarascalbuddy"

Hesmilesatmefocusingbacktohisplate

Zain:"daddyI'mfull,canIgoplay?"

Pops:"babecanyoupleaseshowhimtothekids

playroom,ordoyouwanttowatchcartoons?"

Zain:"Iwantcartoons"

Me:"ah-ahwhereareyourmanners?"

Zain:"canIpleasewatchcartoongrandpa?"

Pops:"ofcourseyoucan"



Zain(excitedly):"Yesss!"

HegetsupfollowingBethassheleadshimtothe

othersideofthehouse.

Naomi(smiling):"kids,theysopure,theymakelife

worthwhile"

Mysmiledisappearslookingatherandforsome

reasonIfeelsadforher,Idon'tunderstandwhy.

Pops:"Iwishyoucouldspendthenighthere,there's

plentyofroom,yourroomisstillthesameand

untouched"

Naomi:"uhm...

ShelooksatAndrewwhonodsather

Naomi:"okaythenwe'llstay"

Everyoneclapsjoyfullyastheconversations

continue.

Afteralongnighteveryonewasgoingtobedoneby

one,theoldiesweregoneanditwasjustthefourof

us

Jordan(yawning):"I'mgoingtocallitanightguys,it



wasgoodcatchingupandwecouldgoonthe

wholenight,butlittleoneinthereisrefusing"

Naomi:"awwIgetittrustme,goodnightgirl"

Shelooksatme

Jordan:"yougoingtojoinmeinafewright?"

Me:"I'llberighttherebabe"

Sheleansoverapecksmylips

Jordan:"loveyou"

Me:"loveyoumore"

ShegetsupandheadstotheguestroomwhichI've

alwaysusedwhenvisiting.

Naomi:"asIwassayingwhatIenjoyedthemost

aboutLondonwasthetheaters,theyhavesomany

and.....

Andrew:"hey,I'msorrytocutin,butit'sgettinglate,I

thinkIwannaheadtobed"

Naomi:"ohokay,I'llaccompanyyoutoyourroom"

Theygetup



Naomi:"I'llberightback"

Me:"okay"

Sheleadshimtohisroomleavingmebymyself.I

getupfromthecouchandtaketheemptybottlesof

beerandglassestothekitchen,disposingthe

bottlesandputtingtheglassesinthesink.Thetable

wasleftasisforthemaidsinthemorningbutI

can'tgotobedleavingdishesonthetablelikethis.

SoItakethedishesfromthetabletothekitchen

sinkandpackthemnicelyinsidethesinkclearing

aroundthekitchenaswell

"StillthemodestyoungmanmyDadfellinlovewith

Isee"

Iturnholdingplateslookingather

Me:"ifitisn'tthequeenofEnglandherself"

Shelaughswalkinginthekitchentakingout

anothercleanwineglassthathungupsidedown

underthecabinet.

Shepoursherselfsomewine

Me:"youcould'verinsedoneoftheusedglasses"



Naomi(Englishaccent):"awholequeen?Drinking

fromadirtyglass?Don'tinsultme,bloodypeasant"

UnexpectedIburstintolaughterandshelaughstoo

asIbowalittle

Me:"excusemyfoolishnessherMajesty,Ididnot

intendoninsultingyoumyQueen"

Shehuffslookingawayfrommewithattitude

drinkingherwine.

Ismileshakingmyheadasshelaughsagain

Naomi:"Imissedyou"

Me:"Imissedyoumorebighead"

Hergazestaysalittlelongeratmeashersmile

becomesmoreemotionalandhereyessparkle

Naomi:"I'msorryforcuttingyouoff,thatwasa

shittythingofmetodotosomeoneIcalledabest

friend"

Me:"IthoughtIdidsomethingtooffendyouatthe

wedding,thingswereneverthesamesincethen,

youcompletelyshutmeout,itwasheartwrenching"



Naomi(breakingvoice):"Iknow....IthoughtIwas

doingwhatwasbestforus,forourrelationships"

Me:"Iunderstandthatbutitdidn'thavetobethat

way,thedistancewasenough,itwasallweneeded,

butwecould'vestillkeptourfriendship"

Naomi:"Iknow,Ijust...Ididn'ttrustmyself...I...

Shetrailsoffandfinallybreakshergaze

Iwalkclosertoheruntilwewereafewinchesapart,

Iliftherchinuptolookatmebutshefacesthe

otherway

Me:"whydidn'tyoutrustyourself?"

Sheshakesherhead

Naomi:"itdoesn'tmatteranymore,nothingmatters

anymore"

Me:"notevenourfriendship?"

Shelooksupatmeandmybodytensesupasthat

causedustobewaytooclosebutIdon'tmove

Naomi:"evenourfriendship"

Ouchthathurt.



Me:"doyoustillhavefeelingsforme?"

Idon'tknowwhyIjustblurtedoutthat,itwas

supposedtobeaninsidethought,butIguessit's

nowoutthere.Myeyesweresearchingintohersas

hertearsfinallybrokeandrolleddownherface

Me:"pleasejustbehonestwithme"

Naomi:"I...

Herbreathwasgettingheavierasmygazedidn't

leavehers

Naomi:"youknowI'minlovewithsomeoneelse...

Me:"Ididn'taskaboutsomeoneelseNaomi,Iasked

ifyoustillhadfeelingsforme?Becausemyfeelings

foryouneverleft,Iburiedthemandmovedon

becauseIknewwe'llneverbe,buttheycreepupon

mesometimeswhenmyminddecidestotakeme

downmemorylane,whenIseefriendshangingout

beingfriendsandyoupopupinmymindandso

doesthosefeelings,everytimeyoucrossmymind,

thosefeelingssurfacetoo,butobviouslyIwillnever

everactonthembecauseItoohavefalleninlove,

I'minlovewithJordan.Butthatdoesn'tmeanthat



myfeelingsforyouhavedisappeared,theythere,

deepdeepdowninthereimprisoned,nevertobelet

out,nevertogetthechanceofgettingintoanything

deeperthanjust...feelings"

Shesniffslookingatmeandmovesbackabit

creatingdistancefromtheinappropriatecloseness

Ihadcaused.

Isighasmyeyesclosebitingmylip

Me:"I'msorry,Iknowthatwe...

Naomi:"theythere....

Ilookatherwithquestioningeyes

Naomi:"thefeelings,theyneverleft,they'vealways

beentherefromtheveryfirstdayImetyoutothis

day,Istillhavefeelingsforyouandprobably

foreverwill"

*Silence*

Naomi:"youweremyfirst...myfirsteverything,okay,

noteverything,butthebiggestchangesintomy

growthIsharedwithyou,wewentthroughsomuch

together,emotionallyandphysically,andourbond



wasreallydeep,it'snoteasyburyingthose

feelings...IneverthoughtI'deverfallinlovewith

anyonebecauseofmyfeelingsforyou,butIwas

wrong,IfellinlovesodeeplythatIendedup

drowning.

Anyway,whenIfellinlovewithsomeoneelse,it

waseasiertoburymyfeelingsforyou,toimprison

themdeepdeepdownsomewhereinmyheartand

eventhoughtheywereburiedandlockedupitdidn't

meanthattheywerenotthereanymore,that'swhyI

nevergotmarriedbecausebeingyourfriendmeant

thosefeelingsresurfacingandyousawwhat

happened?Ileftmyfiancetogonurseyourheart

insteadofhis,youweregettingmarriedaboutto

startawholedifferentlife...Ididn'twanttoruinthat

foryou,Imadethesoledecisiontocuttyouoffto

protectyourmarriage,becauseIwasscaredof

whatthese'feelings'werecapableofruining,they

werenotworththeloveIsharedwithTrue"

Isighnoddingandswallowastheguilteatsmeup

onceagain.I'llneverforgivemyselfforruiningher

wedding.



Me:"okay,Ihearyou,becauseIthoughtIwasthe

crazyonetostillhavethosewhileit'sbeenyears

andwearebloodrelatednow"

Naomi:"yeahcanwenevertalkaboutthisagain"

Me:"neveragain"

Welockpinkiesandsmile,apartofmewasrelieved

wefinallytalkedaboutthis,Ifeellikewealways

avoideditanditonlymessedusup,nowthatwe've

talkedaboutitIdon'tthinkI'lleverfeelguiltyabout

thisagain.Ineededtohearhersayit,Ineededto

knowthatshedidn'thatemeandwestillhada

chancetobeclosefriendsagain.

Naomi:"Jordanisglowingyoudoingagoodjob

keepingherhappy,she'sreallychangedyouintoa

betterversionofyourself"

Me(smiling):"Iloveher,morethanIthoughtIdid"

Naomi(smiling):"Icanseethat,youarebetteratthis

lovethingthanme"

Me:"IsEnglishboynottreatingyougood?Because

hecanmeetmeoutsiderightnow?"



Shefrownsconfusedbeforeburstingintolaughter

Naomi:"ohhhhellno,Andrewisasweetheart,you

don'thavetoworryabouthim"

Me:"sohe'streatingyougood?"

Naomi:"he'saverygoodfriend,hebelievesthathis

soulmateisarealAfricanmanfromthesoulof

AfricawhichhebelievesSouthAfricawilldo"

Myjawdropsattherealization

Me:"ohhh...he's?(bendswrist)"

Shelaughsatmeandnods

Me:"wooooowIdidnotseethatcoming,helooks

so...manly"

Naomi(laughing):"heisamanafterallZeke"

Ilaughpalmingmyfacewithonehand

Me:"Idon'tknowIguessIthought....ainevermind"

Naomi(laughing):"he'smoremasculinethanheis

feminine,he'satop"

Me(frowns):"oh...okay"



Sheislaughingoutloud

Naomi:"ifyouweresingleyou'dbehistype"

Me:"fuckyouNaomi"

Shehitsmyshoulderlaughing

Afterawhileweweresittingbythecouchesoutside

neartheslidingdoorastherewassilencejust

watchingthestars

.

.

.

TRUE

.

.

.

Iforgethowtiringhavingsixchildreninthehouse

atoncecanbe,theseenergeticmonstersarestill

makingsomuchnoiserunningaroundalloverthe

placeplaying,Idon'tknowhowmanytimesI've



triedputtingthemtobed.Icanonlyblamemyself

forgivingthemsweettreatsanddrinkssolatein

theevening,Iletmyexcitementofhavingthemhere

getthebestoutofmeandspoiledthem,nowI

suffer.

Me:"okay!That'sit!I'mswitchingoffallthelights

andwhoeverisnotinbed,Iwillhavetocallthe

boogymantocomeeatyouallup"

Ipressthebuttonontheremoteswitchingoffall

lightsinthehouseleavingitpeachblackasIrunup

thestairsandlittlescreamsandfootstepsfollow

behindmeinhorror

"Daddy!Don'tleavemeeee!!!

"(Crying)theboogymangotmylegdaddy!!...

Iturnswitchingonthepassagelightandnoticeit

wasjustlakhiweholdingontoLiyafordearlifeon

hertinylegsinfear,Ican'thelpbutlaughatalltheir

cutelittleterrifiedfaces,notsolongagotheywere

beingnaughtynotlisteningtomestickingouttheir

tonguesatme.



Me:"don'tcrybabyit'sjustyourbrother"

Ipickthemupwhiletheothertwoholdontoeachof

mylegsasIwalktotheirbedroomwhileMatilda

andKamvahavelongranofftotheirbedroom.

Thequadsnowsleeptogetherinonebedroombut

differentbeds.Theyallsleepwiththesidelampson

astheyareterrifiedifthedark,especiallynowthatI

justscaredthem.Iregretdoingthat.Mybabieswill

havenightmares.

AfterreadingthemtheirbedtimestoriesIwentto

Matildaandreadforheraswellbeforekissingher

foreheadandalsowenttoreadforKamvauntilhe

wasasleepandkissedhimcarefullyclosingthe

doors.

Me(sighs):"phew!...

Iheadtothebedroomleavingthepassagelightson.

Igetinthecovers.Itakemyphonewithhopesof

scrollingthroughsocialmediabutIwatchedone

videoandfellasleepinthemiddleofit.....

IfeltsomethingcrawlingonmybedmaybeI'm

dreaming.IstartlewakingupwhenIfeltitagainst



mybody.

IturnaroundonlytofindMatildanexttome

Me:"hey,what'swrongsugarplums?Whyyounotin

bed?"

Matilda(whispering):"I'mscaredoftheboogyman"

"MetoodaddyI'mscared"

IsituptofindKamvagettingonthebedtoo.Iknew

Iwasgoingtoregretdoingthat.Iswitchontheside

lamp

Me:"okay,butdoyouguysstillwetthebed?"

Theyshaketheirheads

Me:"areyousurebecausemybedisnotprotected

likeyourbedsandIdon'tthinkthequadsnappies

willfity'all"

Matilda:"Idon'tpeethebedanymore,Ipromise

daddy"

Kamva:"Idon'tpeethebedtoo"

Me:"Idon'ttrustyouguys"



Kamva:"Ipromisedaddy"

Matilda:"youcantrustpromises"

Kamva:"youcanaskmama"

Matilda:"yesaskmama"

Me:"yourmamaisprobablysleepingnow"

Kamva:"askherdaddy"

Me:"okayletmeaskher....

Itakemyphoneandvideocalltheirmotherand

surprisinglysheanswers,whichmakesmewonder

whatwasshedoingupsolate?

Butthenagainthat'snonofmybusiness,shehada

manwithherafterall.

Istillcouldn'tstopthinkingabouttheairport,her

dulleyes,herpaleskinandthisheartwrenching

feelinginmychestthatjustwon'tgoaway.The

children'sluggagecamewithadifferentcar,it'slike

shepackedalltheirstuffwiththemthistime,it's

usuallynotmuchluggagebutthistimetheybought

aloteventheirtoys,thingssheusuallydoesn'tpack

forthembecausetheyhadsomethingsthissideas



well.Itwasconfusing,butmaybeit'snothingto

worryabout,maybethey'llstaylongersinceshe

alsocametovisitafteralongtime

"Hello?Isanyonethere?"

Ihadzonedout

Matilda:"daddytalk!...

Istartlelookingather

Me:"oh...yes...hi

"True?IsthatTilda,aretheystillnotsleepingatthis

time?"

Kamva:"wecan'tsleepbecausethere'sa

boogyman!"

"Kamvatoo?Areallthekidsawake?"

AndbeforeIcouldanswerthefourlittleagents

walksinandtrygettinginthebedbutstruggleas

it'stoohighforthem

"Dadauppweas....



"Wowreallynow?It'spassedmidnight"

Matilda:"it'stheholidaysmommy"

Igetuphelpingthelittleonestogetonthebed

Me:"uhmsorry,I'vebeentryingtogetthemtosleep

buttheyhavetoomuchenergy"

"Didyougivethemcandy?"

Kamva:"wehadalotofcandy"

IlookatKamvainstructinghimtoshushwithmy

fingermovingthephonefrommyface

"Younotsupposedtogivethemsugaratnight"

Imovebackthephonetomyfaceandoureyeslock,

she'sstillbeautiful,Idon'tthinkI'llevergetover

howbeautifulsheis,evenwiththechange.

Me:"Iknowitwon'thappenagain"

Matilda(sadly):"aawwbutwhy?"

"NoTildayouknowyounotsupposedtohave



candyatnight"

Shesulkskeepingquiet

Matilda:"butdaddyiscool"

Me:"Tilda...

Iwarn

Me:"anywayIcalledtoaskifTildaandKamvastill

wetthebedatnight?"

"Unlessyougavethemalotcolddrinksatnight

thenno,Iavoidgivingthemdrinksatnightafter

seven,unlessit'shalfacupofwateriftheythirsty"

Me:"okay,that'sallIwantedtoknow"

"Okay,ifyouwantthemtosleepfasterputASMR

videosonYouTube,theylovethose"

Me(chuckles):"Iwonderwhotheygetthatfrom"

"(Giggles)hey,theysoothing"

Finally,asmile,it'sbeenalongtimesinceI'veseen

orhearhergiggle

Me:"theycreepy"



"Notheynot,rightKamva?"

Kamva:"right!"

Matilda:"right!"

Theyagreeshowingtheirfacesonthescreen

"Yousee"

Me(smiling):"yeahwhatever"

"(Smiling)......

Forawhilewejustlookateachother

Me:"okay,goodnight"

"Goodnight"

Ihesitantlyhangup

Me:"lookslikeyouweretellingthetruth,butyou

guyshadwaytoomanydrinks"

Matilda:"wewon'tpee,wewillwakeupandgotoilet"

Kamva:"yeah!"

Ishakemyhead,I'mgoingtowakeuptoapuddle

ofpeethat'sforsure



Me:"okayyouguyscansleephere,butnofidgeting!"

Theyexcitedlygetundercoverswhiletheyallfight

tocuddlewithmeasI'minthemiddle,Iputtwoof

theyoungestonesoneachsideofmeandMatilda

onmyrightbehindthetwolittleoneswhilecoveris

ontheleftbehindtheothertwolittleones

IputonYouTubeASMRontheTVintheroomand

theyallgiggleexcitedlywhisperingliketheladyin

thevideo.Myheartflatterslookingatallmybabies,

Idon'twantthemtoevergrowup,I'llforevercherish

thesemoments.Thesetinyarmsaroundme.

Theywerealloutinlessthanfifteenminutesinto

thevideo.ForthefirsttimeinalongtimeIdidn't

havetofightanyvoicesandunwantedthoughtsas

Ifellasleepimmediately.

.
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Me:"thatwasTrue"

Zeke:"Ifigured"

Isitbackdownonthecouch

Me:"thekidswerestillawake"

Ilaugh

Me:"surehehavethemicecreamandcakeand

gavethemcandyontopofthatanditbackfired,

thosecutefacescanconvinceyoutogivethem

whatevertheywantifyounaiveandinlovewith

them,imaginesixlittlesuperenergeticaliens

runningalloverthatbighouseoneisGodknows

whereandtheyallscatteredallovertheplace"

Helaughsimaginingit

Zeke:"that'scrazy,Zainaloneistoomuchtodeal

with,Idon'tknowhowwe'llhandletwo...imagine

six,yohainoyouarestrongshame"

Me(laughing):"yohandtheycangetintoone's



emotionsattimes,buttheyhavemadesomeofthe

verydarkdaysofmylifealittlebrighter"

IsmileasmylaughdiesdownandIfeelmyheart

sink

Me:"Ijustwishlifewasn'tsocruel...youknow"

Zeke:"whatdoyoumean?"

Me:"Imean...thisisnotthelifeIwanted...

Zeke:"Ithoughtyouweredoingwell,your

businessesaretakingoff,you'vebeeninprettybig

films,youwonanawardforthatmovieSinless...

Me:"yeah...butifIknewthisishowthingswould

end,I'dexchangeallthatforalowerclasslifewith

myfamilyawayfromthepublicwithoutallthefame,

Iwouldn'thaveletanger,grudgeandworkconsume

methatmuchtoapointoflosingmyownsanity,

losingsomethingnoamountofmoneyorfamecan

buy,IwishImadedifferentchoices,everythingI

wantedformykidsIrobbedthemofit...nowthey

willnevergettohaveit,they'lljustrelivemylife,I've

createdacycle"



Zeke:"Bambi,youspeakinginriddles,what'sgoing

on?Pleasetellme,Icanclearlyseethatyounot

okay,please...ifyounotgoingtotalkaboutitto

anyone....atleasttellme,foroldtimesake"

Ilookathimastearsfallfrommyeyes

Iweaklysinkmyheadonhischest

Me:"mybabiesarestillsoyoungZeke,theydon't

deservethis,Idon'tdeservethis,theylovemeso

much,Ilovethemsomuch,whydoesGodhaveto

dothistome?WhathaveIeverdonetoangerGod

somuch?Whywouldheblessmewithsosomuch

onlytotakeitawaysosoon"

Zeke:"howishetakingitawayBambi?"

*Silence*

Zeke(crying):"howishetakingitaway....

Me:"I'mdyingZeke...I'mdyingandIdon'thave

muchtimeleft...

Zeke:"whatdoyoumean?YounotdyingNaomi....

Me:"mycancercameback....



Igetoffhischestandfacehim,Iremovemyweave

andthecoldbreezehitsagainstmynakedscalp

Me:"Iwentbacktotherapybutit'snotworking

anymore,thedoctorssaidit'sineffectiveanymore,

it'sstronger,Icanfeelmyselfgettingweaker

everyday,mybodyisfailingmeeveryday,Ihave

lessthantwomonthsinfacttwomonthswouldbe

luxury(burstintotears)....Idon'twanttodieZeke,

I'mnotready...

Hewasnowsobbingabitlouderlookingatme

shakinghisheadindenial

Zeke:"thisisnottrue....it'snottrueNaomi...

Icovermyfacecryinghysterically

.
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What'sthesaying?Youonlyliveonce?

WellasIlieonmydeathbed,IthinkIcan

confidentlysayIhaveliveduptothatsaying,I

wasn'talwaysthemostadventurousorthemost

daringpersonalive,butthatallchangedwhenI

wenttouniversityandmetveryinfluentialpeopleto

mylife.

ItriedthingsIneverthoughtI'dtry,challenged

myselfinwaysIneverdreamedIwould,feltthingsI

neverthoughtwerepossibletofeel,Igottoseelife

fromdifferentangles,I'velearntalotofthingsI

didn'tknowaboutmyself.Theytaughtmetrue

meaningoffriendshipandthetruemeaningofLove.

It'scrazyhowyoucouldlovepeoplesomuchin

completelydifferentwaysandhavethatlove

returnedjustasmuch.

IwishIdidn'thavetobehereatsuchayoungage,

buthey,whatcanIsay,wedon'tgettochoosehow

longwe'lllive.

Thepeoplearoundmestillhavehope,butasforme,

IfeelmyselfclosertodeathwitheverybreathItake,



honestlyIcannotbarethispainmuchlonger,ifI'm

goingtodie,thisistheslowestmostpainfuldeath

ever.

HowdoIfeelaboutthethoughtofdying?OhIdon't

know,Iguess,apartofmeissadthatI'llbeleaving

behindpeopleIlovewithallmyheart,people

who'veshownmenothingbutlove,who'vetaught

melove,who'vemademefeellove,thegreatest

loveofall,friendshiplove,romanticloveand

bloodlinelove.Thenthere'sapartofmethatis

content,therearereunionsI'mlookingforwardtoin

theafterlife.

Thetruthis.Idon'twanttodie,I'mhopingfora

miracle,butifit'sgoingtohappenifmyjourneyend

hereit'sbestIacceptit.

"Naomi...hey!...

Istartleopeningmyeyes

Zeke:"heyyoujustblankedoutwhilewewere

watchingvideos,I'vebeenshakingyoubutyou

werenotwakingup,Ithoughtyouwereplayinga



prankonmeagainsoIjustavoidedyoubutthen

thirtyminuteswentby,thedoctorsaidyoujust

sleeping"

Me:"I'vebeendoingthatalotlatelyhaven'tI"

Zeke:"you'llbefine"

Me(smiles):"waitingfordeathisnofun,Ineedtoget

outofhere,thesemachinesanddrugsarenot

helpingme"

Zeke:"maybeit'stimeyoutoldTruethetruth,he

deservestoknoworhe'llhatehimselfforever"

Me:"Idon'twanthimormykidstorememberme

likethis"

Zeke:"buttheydeservetoseeyouNaomi,youhad

yourmomentwithyourmothershewasn'tselfish

withthat,shegaveyouherlastdayswhichyou

forevercherished,don'trobthepeopleyouloveof

that"

Isightakingofftheoxygenmask

Me:"fine,I'lltellhim,buthecannotseemelikethis,

I'msouglynow"



Helaughs

Zeke:"younotugly,I'msurehedidn'tloveyoujust

foryourlooks"

Me:"hedid,healwayscomplimentedhowbeautifulI

was,everysingleday,thewayheusedtolookinto

myeyesandgetlostinthem,thewayhealways

admiredmybody,mylooksplayedarole"

Zeke:"yeahbuteverywomanisbeautifulintheeyes

ofthebeholder,I'msuredeepdownyouknowhe

lovedyoubeyondyourlooks"

Ismileasmymindtakesmeback

*******

AsillyideapassedmymindandIsmirkedlooking

athim

True:"whatisitnow?Iamnotswimmingtowards

thatdarktunnelareaofthiscave"

Me:"haveyoueverskinnydippedbefore?"



Hefrownsinamusementlookingatme

True:"Isurprisinglyhaveneverandhavenever

thoughtofit"

Me(gigglinglikealittlechild):"let'sdoit"

True:"youcrazy?Thisisapublicplacesomeone

couldwalkinhereanyminute"

Me:"ohcomeonpleasedon'tbeagrandpathis

onceandletusliveinthemoment,thefactthatit's

publicmakesitmorethrilling"

He'sskepticalbuthisfaceformsintoasmileafter

hiseyeshavesearchedthroughmineandit'slike

I'vetransferredmyadrenalinetohimashetakesoff

hisunderwearunderwater,Icouldseehisbody

underwaterasitwascrystalclear.

MyheartpoundedasmybodygotexcitedwhileI

tookoffminetooandwethrewourclothesbythe

rocks.

HiseyesexploredmybodyandIswamcloserto

himliftinghisheadbacktomyface.Wewereinthe



middleofthecircularwaterfall.

Me:"eyesupherebuddy"

Wewereonlyafewinchesapart

True:"whyareyoualwayshidingyourtummy?"

Me:"Idon'tknowwhatyoutalkingabout"

Hesighslookingatmewithcaringeyes

True:"Iknowyoudon'twantmetoseeyourtummy,

eventhedayIgaveyouamassageonce,Iwas

admiringyourtummyandyougotuncomfortable,

whyisthat?"

Didhejustsayhewasadmiringmyuglytummy?

Me(embarrassed):"because...it'sdoesn'tlookthe

sameanymore,butI'mworkingonit"

True:"sowhyhideitfrommeasifIdon'tknowthat

awoman'sbodychangesafterpregnancy?"

Me:"Iwasinsecure,Ithoughtyou'dnotbeattracted

tome,I'vealwayshadclearskin,andthat'swhat

youwereusedto,whenIgotthosestretchmarks

andtheexcessskin,Ididn'tgetlikethatwith



Matilda,Ijustcouldn'tletyouseemelikethat"

True:"pleasenevereverdothateveragain,no

matterhowyourbodylookslike,itwillneverchange

thewayIfeelaboutyou,itwillneverstopyoufrom

beingattractivetome,evenifyoulostyourlegsand

hands,Naomi,you'dstillbethemostbeautiful

creatureinthiswholecreation,Iloveyouforwho

youareontheinsideandhowitshinesright

throughtotheoutside.Thatbodycarriedfour

humansatonce,FOURdamnhumansallby

yourself,forme,thoselinesandthattummy,are

evenmoresexybecauseIknowwhattheymean

andallIwantedtodoforthepastmonthswasto

kiss,cherishandworshipthem,thefactthatyou

stillhereandallthebabiesyou'vecarriedformeare

allhealthyandalive.Thatjustmakesmefalldeeper

anddeeperinlovewithyouNewton.Pleasenever

againthinkthatI'deverbedisgustedbyyou.I'd

havetodiebeforeIlookatyouwithdisgust.WhichI

doubtIwouldevenindeath"

Myheartmeltsastearsstreamdownmyface

Me:"I'msorry,Iloveyoumore"



********

Me(smiling):"Iguesshedid,helovedmebeyond

that"

Hehandsmemyphone

Zeke:"callhim"

Me:"he'llhatemeforkeepingthisfromhim"

Zeke:"itdoesn'tmatternow,hedeservestoknow"

MyheartracesasIscrolltohisnumber

.
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Ifeltmywholeworldcrumblingdownbeforeme,I

couldnotcomprehendwhatwashappeningright

now,nothingmadesense.Thishastobea

nightmare,someonehastowakemeupsoon

beforeIendupdoingsomethingstupid.

"Areyoustillthere?"

Thevoicefrommyphonebringsmeback

Me:"ye...(clearsthroat)...yeahI'mstillhere"

"Idon'tknowifyougoingtogetaschoolthat'lltake

theminthemiddleoftheyear,butsinceit'screche

andpreschoolI'msureyouwon'tstruggle"

Me:"wait...yougoingtoofast,canIcomeoverso

wecantalkfacetoface?"

"(Sighs)it'sbestthisway,Idon'twantyoutosee

melikethis"

Me:"whereareyou,I'mcoming"

"Please,don'tcome"

Me:"Naomi,Ihavebeenlisteningtoyouand

respectingyourboundariesforwaytoolong,the

leastyoucandoisallowmetocomeseeyou....



please"

There'saroughdrycoughthatslaughtersright

throughmyheart

Me:"whereareyou?"

MyvoicebrokeasIwasdesperatetoseeher,I

couldn'tbelievewhatshe'sjusttoldme,Ihaveto

seeher,itcan'tbetrue

"I'msorryforallthepainI'veevercausedyouTrue,

pleasecontinuebeingthegoodfatheryouare,I

knowmy...

Me:"wherethefuckareyouNewton!?Whereare

you!?"

ThelinegoesoffasIinvoluntarilybangthephone

onthetable

Igetoffmydeskandheadoutoftheoffice.

Coworker:"Masekowe'llbestartingintwominutes...

Me:"startwithoutme,I'mofffortheday,there'san

emergency"

Coworker:"okay!...butwe...



Iwasalreadyoutthestudiobeforehecouldfinish

hissentence,Igotinthecaranddroveofftoher

father'splace.Iwasangry,Iwasveryangryather,

she'skeptthisfrommeallthistime,she'sbeen

goingthroughthisshitallthistime,I'vebeen

beggingtoseeherbutshe'sbeenrefusing,forhow

longwasshegoingtokeepthisfromme?WasI

onlygoingtobecalledtoviewabody?Howcould

shekeepthisfromme,fromthekids,howcouldshe?

.

.

.
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Hewascoming.EventhoughItoldhimnottocome

butIknowhe'scoming.

Ilookaround,mybedroomhasbecomeahospital,I

wishIcouldgetupandgostandinfrontofmy



mirrorandfixmyfaceforhim,changeintoanicer

outfitturningmyclosetupsidedown.Putonlipstick

tocovermydrypeelinglips.

Iwasinthebedroomalone,Icanmovemyupper

bodybutmylegsdonotworkanymore,wellIcan

standbutstrugglewithwalking,Ihavetowalkreally

slowornotatall,letalonewalking,breathingwas

becomingataskonitsownandIdependedaloton

myoxygentank.

Iwasgettingweakerbytheday.

Ipressthebuttonnexttomeandmyfathercomes

rushingin.Ithoughthe'dbeatworkorsomething.

Dad:"doyouneedanythinghoney?"

Me:"doyouhaveasweet?"

Dad:"sugaragain?No,that'snotgoodforyou...

Notthedoughnutsissueagain

Me:"Dadplease!I'mgoingtodieandit'snotgoing



tobesugarthatkillsme...mybreathdoesn'tsmell

niceIjustwantamintorsomethingnicetokillthe

smell"

NomatterhowmuchIcouldbrushmyteethmyspit

justalwaystastehorrible.

Maybeit'sbecauseIhardlyeatanythingthroughout

thedaybecauseoflackofappetiteandonlyeat

once.

Dad:"Idon'tappreciateyoutalkingtomelikethat

...youthinkthisisonlyhardonyou?You....

Hestopshimselfgettingouttheroomandclosing

thedoor.Mylipstrembleastearsthreaten.Ihate

thatIcan'tdoanythingformyself.

Hecomesbackafteralittlewhileandsitsbeside

me,heplacesasweetinmyhand.

Iturnlookingathim

Me:"thankyou"

Dad:"youwelcome,I'msorry,IknowIhaven'tbeen

thebestfatherforthepastmonths,I'mhardly

around,it'sonlybecauseIcan'tbaretoseeyou



sufferinglikethisandnotbeingabletodoanything

aboutit,knowingthatIcouldhaveallthemoney,

powerandconnectionsintheworldbutnonof

thosethingscanhelpyou,notevenspiritualpeople

we'vetried,IfeeluselessandI'mfailingatbeing

strongforyou"

Me:"youarethebestDadinthewholeworld,I

couldn'thaveaskedforabetterfather,youstillmy

herodaddy,I'msorrytohavetoputyouthroughthis

again,IknowhowharditwaswaitingforMama's

death,notknowingifshewasgoingtowakeupthe

nextday...nowhereIamdoingthesamething,I

wishIcould'vebeenstronger"

Heshushesme

Dad:"youthestrongestwomanIknow,youtriedto

fightthisalone,youconquereditthefirsttime,you

willconqueritagain...

Me:"DadIdon'tthink....

Dad:"deathornodeath,thefactthatyou'vemadeit

thisfar,beyondwhatthedoctorsgaveus,youare

strongerthanthis,andyouhaveconqueredit"



AteardropsfrommylefteyeasInodandIwipeit

off

Me:"ItoldTrue,Ithinkhe'scoming"

Dad:"he'sbeencomingheresinceItoldhimyou

weren'twellandheshouldstaywiththekidsalittle

longer"

Me:"heknows?....

Dad:"No,Ididn'ttellhimwhat'swrongwithyou,I

justtoldhimyouwerenotwellandhe'sbeentrying

toseeyoueversincebutyouneverwantedtosee

himsoIneverlethimin"

Me:"he'sgoingtohatemesomuch,Idon'tknow

howhe'sgoingtoreact,heprobablywillnevertell

mykidsaboutme,Ididn'twanttoputthemthrough

thistorture"

Thephonefromdownstairsrings

Me:"thatmustbehim"

Dad:"I'llgolethimin"

Inodashegetsup



Me:"waitDad"

Heturnslookingatme

Me:"canyoupassmesomelipbalm"

Hesmilesalittleandwalkstowardsmystuffbythe

dressingtableandtakesit,hegivesmeandheads

out.

.
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ThegateopensandIdrivethroughparkinginfront

ofthegarage.Itrytocalmmyselfdownandgather

mycourageasIsitinthecarforawhile.

Iwalkuptothehouse,nowIfeelbadfornotgetting



anythingbeforecomingby.

Herfatheropensthedoorforme.

Him:"hi"

Me:"hi"

Hemakeswayformetocomein

Imakemywayinside

Him:"I'vebeenmeaningtotellyou,I'msorry"

Me:"whereisshe?"

Him:"inherbedroom"

Me:"canIgoseeher?"

Him:"ofcourse,she'sexpectingyou"

StillnotlookingathimImakemywayupstairsto

herbedroom.

Istandbythedoorandtakeadeepbreathbefore

knockinggently.

Afaint"comein"invitesmeinsideasIopenthe

doorandmakemywayinside

Iclosethedoorandslowlyturntofaceher.The



closerIwalkuptoherbedthelowermyheartdrops,

Ididnotrecognizethewomaninthatbed.

Shewassleepingonhersidefacingthecloseton

theotherendoftheroom.

There'sachairbesideherbed.Iwalktowardsitand

sit.

Shedoesn'tliftherheadtolookatmeashereyes

focusonthefloor.

Ibringmyhandstogetherrestingmychinonthem.

Ichuckleindisbeliefrubbingmyeyesbefore

lookingbackatherasshestillstruggledtolookat

me.

Me:"why?"

*Silence*

Me:"whywouldyoukeepthisfromme?"

Sheshiftsuncomfortableturningherfacefurther

awayfrommydirectionalmostcoveringitasthe

scarfwrappedaroundherheaddrapesoverher

face.

Iremoveitfromherface



Me:"lookatme,please"

Sheslowlyturnsherheadtomydirectionbuther

eyeslookingfarawayfromme.

Iplacethebackofmyhandonherforeheadshe

waswarm.

Me:"howmuchlonger?"

Naomi:"asmuchasmyspiritcanfight"

Me:"wereyounevergoingtotellme?"

Naomi:"itwasbestyoudidn'tknow,Ididn'twantto

putyouthroughthis...again"

Me:"thatwasn'tfairofyoutodecidethatforme

Naomi!"

Naomi:"IthoughtIcouldfightitandgetridofit

againwithoutbeingaburdentoanyone...butI

guessthistimeitjustcamebacktofinishmeoff"

Defeated,Iburymyfaceinmyhands

Naomi:"I'msorryfornottellingyou,it'snoteasy

tellingpeoplewhoyoulovethatyouaredyingand

they'llneverseeyouagain,Ididn'twantyouorthe



kidstoseemelikethis,it'llforeverbeembeddedin

yourmemories,thosememoriescanbehardtolive

with"

Me:"soyourkidsdon'tdeservelastmomentswith

you?Yourmotherneverrobbedyouofthatandit

madeacceptingherdeatheasierbecauseyousaw

whatshewentthrough,whataboutourkidshuh?

Don'ttheydeservethattoo?Theyjustgoingto

remembertheirmotherhappyandwell,notseeher

formonthsofmissingheronlytofindoutshe's

dead?How'sthatfair?"

Shelooksdownastearsstreamdownherface

Naomi:"I'msorry"

Myheartclenchespainfully

Me:"youdon'tdeservetogothroughthisalone,I

wishyoucould'vetoldmeearlier,allthistime

wasted,we'llnevergetitback,ever"

Itakeherhandclenchingitbetweenbothmyhands,

theywerecoldandmostlybone.

Me:"sothere'snothingIcandotomakethiscancer



goaway?"

Naomi:"maybe,youcanpray"

Me:"afterhegrantedusafakemiracle,onlyforthis

togetworse,youstillwantmetopraytohim?"

Naomi:"maybehe'spunishingme....Ihaven'tlived

mylifeaccordingtohisways,Ihadsexbefore

marriage,I'veliedmanytimes,I'veusedbadwords

thathurtpeople,Ihadchildrenoutofwedlock....I

sleptwithmycousinalthoughIdidn'tknowhewas

mycousinatthattime,I....Igaveuponthegreatest

loveI'veeverexperienced...Igaveuponmy

soulmate...Iletangerleadmyheart,Godhates

angerapparently....somanythingsI'vedone,some

unawareof,he'sprobablyfedupwithme"

Icouldnolongerkeepmytearshostageasthey

escapedfrommyeyes.

Me:"ifIcouldgoback....

Naomi:"pleasedon'tsaythat,canwepleasenot

haveheartbreakingconversations?Mybodyis

alreadymadeupofpain...Ithinkwe'vebothhadour

shareofheartachetolastusalifetime...orinmy



casetolastmeforwhateverisleftofthisweek"

ShelaughsatwhatwassupposedtobeajokebutI

missedthehumorasmyheartsank

Me:"don'tjokelikethat"

Naomi:"sorry....butit'strue"

Theroomfallssilentasmyeyesexploreher

ghoulishbody.Therepetitivestingthatwaseating

outofmyheartwasunbearablybutI'msuremy

paincouldnotmeasureuptowhatshewasgoing

through

Me:"ifIcould,Iwouldgiveyoumylife,I'dgiveyou

mylungs,I'dgiveyoumysoul,youstilltooyoung

forthisNaomi,theworldstillneedsyou,our

children,yourchildrentheirjustbabies,theyneed

you....(breakingvoice)...Ineedyou"

*Silence*

Naomi:"please...canwetalkaboutsomethingelse"

*Silence*

Naomi:"howarethekids?"



Me:"theygood,theymissyouverymuch"

Naomi:"you..youshouldcomewiththemtomorrow"

Me:"andleaveyouhere?I'mnotgoinganywhere"

Naomi:"True,I'mdoingfine,today'sagoodday,it's

betterthansomedays,I'mnotinalotofpain,soI

thinkI'llgettoseetomorrow,hopefully"

Fuck!Igotupandwalkedoutofthebedroom.I

pacedupanddownthepassageasIfeltmyairway

closinginonmestrugglingtobreath,takinghuge

breathstryingtocalmmyselfdownbutwasfailing

itfeltlikemyheartwasbeingsquashedandpulled

withforcethroughmyribsandoutofmychest

"Heyheyareyouokay?...

AdeepvoiceshoutsworriedlybehindmeasIpin

mybackagainstthedoorandmykneesfailme

sinkingdownwheremybuttmeetsthefloor.

"Bethbringsomewater!Ithinkhe'shavingapanic

attack!"

"I'mcoming!"

Hecroucheddowntomylevelholdingmy



shoulderstryingtocalmmedownasmyvisiongot

foggynotsureifitwastearsorIwaspassingout

whenIfeltcold

Him:"slowdownbigman,breath,pleasebreath

slowly...

ItriedbreathingasslowasIcouldbuttheratemy

heartwasgoingatitfeltlikeIwasrunninga

marathon

Him:"comeonfocus,inthroughthenoseandout

themouth...deeplyandgentlyasyoucan...please...

Isuckinairthroughmynoseslowlyanddeeply

untilIcouldn'tsuckinanyfurtherthenslowly

releaseditasMrNewtonwasinstructingme

Him:"let'scountuptoten,canyoudothat?Count

withmetoten...comeon....one...

Me(tryingtocontrolbreathing):"one....two....three....

four...five....six....seven...eight...nine...ten...

BythetimewegottotenIwascalmanddrinking

thewaterBethgaveme.Theacheinmychestwas

stilltherebutmyhearthadstoppedracing.



Me:"thankyou"

Him:"don'tmentionit,areyoufeelingbetter?"

Me:"yeah,I'mgood,sorryforworryingy'all"

Beth:"don'tbesorry,youonlyhuman,wejustglad

youokay"

Inod

Him:"doyouwanttosithereor....

Me:"wouldyoumindfetchingthekidsfrommy

place,Idon'tthinkI'llbeabletodrive"

Him:"surenoproblem"

Beth(excitedly):"uhhhowI'vebeenmissingthose

littlemunchkins...I'llbehappytofetchthem"

Me:"thankyou"

Igotupastheygavemepitifullooksbeforewalking

away.TakingdeepslowbreathsIplacedmyhand

onthehandleandslowlypusheditdownopening

thedoortofindastrugglingNaomistandingnextto

awheelchairtryingtoopenitbutitwastoohardfor

herasshekeptstrugglinggettingirritated



Naomi:"comeonforfuckssake!Howhardcan

openingawheelchairbe!Open!!Open!!...

IrushuptoherassoonasInoticedblooddripping

fromherhandsasshewasbeatingthemetalofthe

wheelwhichcuthersomehow

Iheldherfrombehindholdingherarms

Me:"youhurtingyourself!Stopthat!...

ShetriedfightingoffmygripbutIwastoostrong

forherasshekeptcussingthewheelchair

Naomi:"howdotheyfuckingbuildthesethings

nowadays!Whydoesitneedtolock!Dotheythink

disabledpeoplehavethestrengthtokeepopening

andclosingthesestupidstupidgoodfornothing

chairs!!...

Me:"Naomi!...

Icalloutbuthervoicewasstillhigherthanmy

beforeIroaredouthernamelouder"NAOMI

NEWTON!"Sheimmediatelystoppedshoutingat

thewheelchairasIturnedheraroundtofaceme

butherlegsfailedherasshecollapsedintomy



armscrying

Icarefullywalkedusbacktothebedandhelpedher

backonthebed

Naomi(hyperventilating):"can'tbreath....

Iquicklyrushedforheroxygenmaskconnectedto

herBiPAPstrappingitaroundherheadsoitcansit

onitsown.

Itookoffmyshoesandgotonthebedbesideher,

hereyeslookingdownfrommineastearscontinue

fallingouthereyes.

WhileIusemyotherarmasapillow,myotherhand

restedonherwaistasitslowlytrailedupherbody

untilitreachedherfacecuppingitasmythumb

wipedoffthetearsfromherfacewhilemyindex

fingerpulledupherchincausingherfacetoface

meandhereyeslockedwithmine.

Me:"we'llnevergetbackthetimewhenwecould've

beentogetherbutwerenot,butI'mnotgoingto

wasteanothersecondtobeanywhereelsewhichis

notbesideyou,youhearme?Idon'tcarehowmuch

youhateme,orifyoustillhaven'tforgivenme,I



don'tcarewhatyouthinkorfeelaboutme,Iamnot

livinganotherdaywithoutyou,ifyou'regoingtodie,

yougoingtodielyinginmyarms,you'renotgetting

ridofme,youunderstand?"

Shenodsstillcrying

Naomi:"Imjusttiredof...I'mtiredofallofit,this

room,thesewalls,themachines,thedrugs,....I

don'twantthis"

Me:"it'sgoingtobeokay,okay?....okay...It'sgoing

tobeokay...it'sgoingtobeokayNaomi"

Naomi:"okay"

Me:"okay?"

Naomi:"okay"

Me:"okay"

Shenodslookingatme

Naomi(whispering):"okay"

Imovecloserstretchingmyarmopenforhertorest

onitasherheadmeetsmychest,Ishiftmyleg

betweenhersandjustlikethatweweretangledinto



eachother.ShelooksupatmeandIfindmyself

gettinglostinhereyesonceagain,andforaminute

Icouldseethesparkle,thehope,thelifeandlovein

hereyesasherpiercingsilvereyeskeptdrawing

mefurtherintoherworldandtherewewereat

beautifulgreenopenfield,notrees,nobuildings,no

people,justdarkgreengrassandcolorfulflowers

asweliedbesideseachotheronthecomfyground.

Itwasbeautiful,herbodyhadmorelifemorethicker

andnourished,thewomanIfellinlovewithandstill

fallingeverysingleday.

Iremovethemaskfromherfaceashereyes

searchedmineleaningincloserthanwealready

wereasourlipslockandwesharethemost

emotionalkisswe'veeversharedasallthe

memories,thegoodandbadonesrunthroughmy

mindasIdeepenthekissappreciatinghereven

moreyhandsexploringherbody,butterflies,

fireworksandallthingslivelywasallIfeltatthis

moment,andIappreciatedit.Iappreciateit.

Naomi(intomylips):"Iloveyou"

Me(whisper):"Iloveyoumore"



ItwasabittersweetmomentasIcontinuedkissing

herwhilewipingoffhertears.

.

.

.

*******

Loveknowsnodeath

*******

Tobecontinued
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"Mommy?"

"Isshesleepingdaddy?"

"Ithinkshe'sdead"

"NoTildashe'snotdead,she'sjustsleeping"

"Oh"

"HowcanyousaymommyisdeadMatilda?"

"Becausesheiswearingthethingthatdeadpeople

intheTVwearswhentheyaredead"

Iwastryingmybestnottolaugh

"Canwewakeherupnowdaddy?"

IsmilewithmyeyesstillclosedasIfeeltheirlittle

handstappingmeandsomecuppingmyface



"Wakeupmommawemissyou"

Iopenmyeyesandtheyalljumpjoyfullybefore

spoilingmewithbigcuddleswiththelittlefour

agentsonthebedontopofme,thepainceasedto

existasIreturnedthecuddles,Imissedbeing

wokenuplikethis.Ipulldownmymask.

Me:"whendidyouallgethere?"

Kamva:"yesterdaybutgrandpasaidyouanddaddy

aresleepingandwecanseeyouinthemorning"

IlookupatTruewho'ssittingbesidethebedin

silencelookingatme.Idon'tevenremembermyself

fallingasleep,Imust'vepassedoutwhilehewas

talking.IhatehowIjustrandomlyfallasleepwith

nowarning,it'sembarrassing.

Me:"didyousleephere?"

True:"yes"

Ismileblushing,hesmilesbackatme

Luzuko:"mama?"

Iturnfacingmylittleman



Me:"yesmybaby"

Luzuko:"what'sthis?"

Heaskspointingatmymaskwhichwasonmychin.

Itakeitoffshowingittothem.

Me:"thisisaoxygenmask"

Tilda:"what'sitformommy?"

Me:"it'stohelpmommybreathbetter"

Kamva:"can'tmommybreathbyherself?"

Myheartsinkspainfullyastearsthreaten

Howdoesonebegintotellherkidsthatshe's

sufferingfromadiseasethatwillsoonkilltheir

mother.

True:"shecan,butsincemommyisnotfeelingwell

sheneedshelp"

Tilda:"ohohohIgetit!It'slikewhenIhadaflueand

mynosewasblockedandIcouldn'tbreathproperly

andmommyputVicksonmynoseandchestand

gavemeyuckymedicine"

IsmileasIbreathoutasilentlaugh



True:"yes,justlikethat,butmommy'sflueisworse

soshehastogethelpfromthemaskwhichgives

heroxygenthatcomesfromthismachinehere"

HepointatmyBiPAP

Tilda:"cool!Ialsowantonemommy"

Liya:"metoo!"

Luzuko:methree!"

Liyema:"mefour!"

Lakhiwe:"me...(quietlycountinghisfingers)onetwo

threefourfive...(loudly)...mefive!

Welaughoutloud

Kamva(worriedly):"momma?"

Me:"yesmybaby"

Kamva:"isyourfluegoingtogetbettersoon?"

Ifrownatthetoneofhisvoice,Ididnotexpectthat.

Hewaslookingatmewaitingforapositiveanswer

astheroomfellsilentandtheywerealllookingat

me,whendidtheygetthissmart?



Me(swallows):"yeah...thedoctoristakinggoodcare

ofmommy,I'llgetbettersoon"

Kamva(happily):"yesss!Thenyoucangetoutofthe

bed!"

Tilda:"andgogetcandyflossbythebeachwith

daddyandyouandallofus"

Lakhi:"Candy!"

Liyema:"daddycanwehavecandy?"

Liya(puppyface):"please!"

Me:"don'tfallforit....

Helaughs

True:"onlyifyouguysfinishallyourbreakfast"

Theyallmakejoyfulsoundspromisingtofinish

theirfood

True:"comeonnow,let'sletmommyrestandgosee

ifgranBethisdonewithyourfood"

TheyallattempttoracetheirwaytothedoorbutI

stopthem



Me:"ah-ahmymorningkissesfirstplease"

Theyallcometothetopofthebedkissingmeall

overthefacelikehowIusuallykissthemgiving

eachotherturns.Theyraceoutthedoorinamatter

ofsecondsleavingthedoorwideopenasTruegets

upfollowingthembehindandclosingthedoor

behindhimwhenIhearhimyell

"Norunningbythesteps!"

IlaughwhenIrealizetheysaidthatinunisonwith

Dad,ZekeandBeth.

Yesterdaywasagoodday.Buttodayisevenbetter.

Idon'tknowifthepainwascloudedbyhappy

emotionsorthedrugswereworkingbettertoday.

Iliftedmybodyuptositonmybutt,hopefullymy

legsfeelasgoodasIfeeltoday,Idon'twantmy

babiesseeingmeinawheelchair,it'sbadenough

theythinkIcan'tbreathonmyown.Ijusthate

seeingthemsadmoreespeciallyifit'saboutmeor

theirfather,kidsshouldalwaysbejoyfulandhappy,

yestheycanfeelotheremotionsbutjoyshouldbe



theleadingone.

IslidemylegsoffthebedslowlyuntilIwassitting

ontheedgeofthebed.

TheplanistogetoffthisnightdressthatIwear

almosteverydaysinceI'vebeenadmittedinthis

room,I'vejustbeenexchangingnightdresses,no

desiretochangeorlookpretty,Ihadnoreasonto,I

wasjustwaitingformyfinalbreath.

Buttodayisdifferent.Myfamilyishere.Myboois

hereandthelastthingIwannalooklikeisazombie.

Ismilelookingatmylegsmovingmytoes,maybeI

canfightawhilelonger,Ican'tletcancercontrol

howlongIgettolive,it'smybodyafterallIcan'tlet

mysoulgiveupthateasily,Iknowit'llgiveup

eventuallybutIhavetofight,forthesakeofmykids

atleast.

Iputmyfeetdownonthesoftrugandcarrythe

heavypressureofmybodyasIliftmyselfup.Itake

offmynightdress.Myeyeslandonmytowelatthe



otherendoftheroom,Itakeonestepatatimeuntil

Ireachthechairtakingmytowelandwrappingit

aroundmybody.Ilookupatthemirrorinfrontof

me,it'sbeenawhilesinceI'velookedatmyselfin

themirror,Icouldn'tbelievethatwasme.Noway

thatwasme,Iwaswhite,ifonedidn'tknowmyrace

they'ddefinitelysayI'mwhite.Thatcollarbonewas

outthereandnotontheattractiveway,myface,my

cheekswerecurvedmoreinwardthanout,my

orbital(eye)bonewasmorehollow.Damnmybody

qualifiedforadeadbody.Myarms...

Iclosedmyeyesastearsthreatened.

HowcouldTruestilllookatmelikethatwhenI

lookedlikethis?Howcouldhestillmakemefeelso

beautifulanddesirablewhenIwasfarfromit.

Istartledasthedooropened.

Herushesuptomeandstandsveryclosetome

True:"baby,youshouldn'tbestrainingyourself,

whatifyoucollapsedandnooneisheretocatch

you?"



Me:"thanksforhavingsomuchfaithinme"

Hesighsregrettablyandsmilesapologetically

True:"I'mproudofyou,forgettinguponyourown

andmakingitthisfar"

Me(laughs):"that'smorelikeit"

Hesmileslikeanidiotlookingatme

True:"it'ssogoodtoseeyouthishappy,Ireally

missedthatsmile"

Me:"allthankstoyou,well-done"

Helaughsandplaceshishandonmywaist

True:"IseeIcamejustintimeforabath?"

Ismilepushinghimaway

Me:"yeahandyoucameatthewrongtimesoyou

shouldgowaitdownstairs"

True:"Ican'tleaveyouinthebathroomby

yourself...youmightbefeelingstrongnow,butI'm

notlettingyououtmysight,Iwasseriousaboutnot

waistinganothersecondnotbeingbesideyou"



Me:"thatwasromanticandallbutyeeahnicetry,

youjustleftmehereformorethansecondsto

attendtoyourbabieswhoweremoreimportant

thanmeafewminutesago"

Helaughs

True:"theymademedoit"

Me(chucklesweakly):"yeahright"

IfeelmyheartbeatracingasIstartbecomingabit

dizzy,IthinkI'vebeenstandingtoolongandIdon't

haveanyenergyinmybody

Me(heavingchest):"Ineedtositdown"

Iwasrunningoutofbreathasmylegsbegan

shaking,hewrappedhisarmaroundmebendinga

littletoliftmylegsashecarriedmetobedand

strappedonthemaskformeasitpushedairinto

mynostrilsandmouthsupplyingmewithoxygen

asIslowlybreathinandoutandmyheartslows

downbacktonormal.Iwasfeelingextremelyhot

thatIwasevensweating.

True:"youokay?"



Me:"yeah,I'mjustfeelingsohot,pleaseswitchon

theAircon"

Ipointtotheremoteandheswitchesitonandit

coolstheroomwithinseconds.

True:"better?"

Me:"yeah"

Hetakesthesmalltowelonthebedsidetableand

wipesmyforeheadbeforekissingit.Asmile

threatensmylipsbutthisjustsaddenedme,Ican't

evenstandformerefiveminutes.

True:"aboutthatbath...itseemslikeyouwillneed

me"

Me:"AuntieBethusuallyhelpsmewiththoseifI'm

tooweak"

True:"AuntieBethhasbeentouchingmygoods?"

Irollmyeyesasagiggleescapesmymouth

Me:"shedoesn'ttouchmethere,justtheplacesI

can'treach..."

Hejustsmileslookingatme.Thatlookthatmakes



mytummyflatterseverytime.

Withtheonebrowupandamischievousgaze.I

lookawayfromhimblushing.

BythetimeIlookbackupathimhe'scomingback

fromopeningthedoorasheliftsmeoffthebedand

weheadout.Iwastooweaktoarguewithhimto

putmebackaswereachedthebathroomandhe

satmeontheclosedtoiletseat.

Heopensthehotwatertapintothebathtub,he

noticesmybathingstuff,andpoursfoamandother

bathsalts,hedoesn'task,hestillrememberswhatI

useandhow.Heclosesthehotwaterandrunsthe

coldwater.

Afterawhilethebathwasreadyasheturnstolook

atme.

Me:"pleasedon'tbathme...I'llbefine,youcanwait

rightoutsidethedoor"

Hefrownsinconcern

True:"istheresomethingwrong?"

Me:"Ijustwanttobathmyself"



True:"okay,I'llseatbythetoiletseatthen"

Me:"youdon'thavetowatchme"

True:"Ido"

Me:"TrueIwasdoingfinewithoutyousocanyou

justpleasegetout!"

Isnapandmyheartstartspoundingagainasmy

emotionswerehigh

True:"okay,calmdown,Ijustwantedtohelp,butif

younotcomfortable,Iunderstand,I'llwaitoutside"

Thedisheartenedtoneinhisvoicebrokemyheart

andIregrettedsnappingathim.Ireallyhavetostop

keeppushingthismanawaywhenit'ssoobvious

thatIwouldn'twantanyoneelseherewithmeright

nowexceptforhim,butIalwaysallowmy

insecuritiesandotherissuestoalwaysgetthebest

outofme.Idon'thavetheluxurytowasteanymore

moretime.

He'sabouttowalkoutwhenIcalloutforhimto

stop

Me:"Truewait...pleasehelpmegetinthetub"



HewalksbacktomeasIstandupandletmytowel

falltothefloor.Hecloseshiseyes

True:"I'llkeepmyeyesclosed"

Hesaysstretchingouthisarmsmakinghiswayto

meashishandslandonmyboobs

True:"I'mguessingthesearenotyourshoulders?"

Ilaughshakingmyhead

Me:"Nope,thosearemyboobs"

Hequicklyremoveshishands

True(chucklesnervously):"sorry...uhm...

Hemovescloserandwrapshisarmsaroundmein

ahug

Me(giggling):"whatareyoudoing?"

True:"I'mtryingtohelpyou,justliftyourleg...I'm

sorryifI'mbadatthis,I'veneverbeenblindbefore"

Me(laughing):"openyoureyessilly"

True(eyesclosed):"really?"

Me:"yes"



True(smilingwithhiseyesclosed):"areyousure?I

don'twantto...

Me:"justopenyoureyesbeforeIchangemymind"

HeopensthemakingsureIdon'teventhinkabout

changingmymind.Helickshislipsandpicksme

upproperlyputtingmyinsidethetubandthewater

wasniceandwarm.

True:"willthatbeall?"

Me:"pleasebathme"

Hesmilessurprisedashisbrowsgoup

True:"yourback?"

Me:"everypartofme"

There'ssilenceashelooksdumbfoundedlikeIjust

askedhimtosolvethemostcomplicatedhard

mathssolution.

Me:"orshouldIaskBethinstead?"

Hesnapsoutofitandexcitedlygrabsmyface

washsqueezingitonhishandsashegoesdownon

hiskneesandgentlyappliesitonmyfacecarefully



allovernotgoingnearmyeyes.Idon'tknowhow

hecanhavesuchsofthandsandyetcanberough

whenhetouchesmeinotherways.Idomisshis

touch,sobadly.He'snotlookingawayfrommy

eyes.

Afterathoroughbathwithhimwashingeverypart

ofmewhichhadsurprisinglycreatedahugetent

underhissweatpants.

Howhestillgetsturnedonbymylivingskeleton

bodyisbesidesme,I'mstillconfusedastohowI

canstillgetarousedthroughallthepain,toobad

wecan'tdoanythingaboutit,it'lldefinitelykillme,

mylungswillfailmeanddoingitwithoxygenmask

onwilljustbeweird,nottomentiontheunbearable

bonepain.Idon'twanttodieduringsexandI'm

surehe'dwanttohavethatinhismemoryeitheror

explainhimselftoeveryoneofhowIdied.Lol.It's

funnythinkingaboutit.

Sex!Isallthat'sonmymindashe'sbusy



moisturizingmewithtissueoil.I'mstillnakedin

bed.Hisdickpointingatmeisveryhardtoignore

andthesilenceiswaytooloud,he'slookingatmy

bodylikeitbelongstothesexiestmodelinsome

magazine,hiseyesslowlygoingupmybodywith

hishanduntiloureyesmetashishandmassaged

overmybreaststomyshoulders.Ididn'tevenknow

itwaspossibletostillfeeltheseemotionsatthis

state,sex,horninessshouldbethelastthinginmy

mind,it'sbeensoconsumedbypainthatIthought

it'stheonlythingmybodycouldfeelnownothing

else.Buthereisdarkhandsomemanstandingover

memakingmefeelthingsfarfrompain.

True:"yousobeautiful...

Hisvoicecomesoutunevenandverylowashe

clearshisthroat.Ismilelookingdown.Mybodyall

ofasuddenwentfromhottoverycoldandIstarted

shiveringandmybonesached.

Me:"pleasedressmeup,I'mfeelingcold"

True:"okay"



Heturnstomyclosetandscansthroughmy

clothes

Me:"pleasefindsomethingwarm"

True:"gotyou"

Hestartsgrabbingthingsfrommyclothesand

comesuptome.

Hehelpsmeputonalongsleevevest,heputson

myblackhighwaistleggingsthatcovermyfeetas

welllikesocksandlastlyhehelpsmeintothewarm

blackpolonecksweaterjumperdress.

HetakesVaselineandgentlyrubsitonmyface

eventhoughhehadalreadyputmyfacelotion

earlier.

True:"it'llkeepyouwarm"

Heanswersmeasifhewasreadingmymind.Inod.

Heappliesmystrawberrylipbalmonmylipsso

carefullyyou'dswearhe'ssomemakeupartist.I

couldn'thelpbutsmile.

Hewasdone.Iwasnowwarmandtheairconwas



blowingoutwarmairintheroom.I'mprettysure

soonI'llbefeelingveryhot,mybodyisvery

confusingnowadays.Hetiedmyheadscarfonmy

headforme.Hetakesasmallmirrortohelpmesee

myself.Hedidagoodjobwithmyface.Iwas

glowingandproperlymoisturizedunlikebefore,I

wasveryashybecausemypridedidn'tletmeallow

Bethoranyoneelsetobathandlotionme,I'dsuffer

onmyownandpretendIgotit,Ihatebeing

dependentonpeoplespeciallyaboutthingsso

basic.Butsomehowthishandsomemanhere

managedtogetthroughmeandIwaswaymore

comfortablewithhim,tothinkbeingapartforso

longwouldmakethingsawkwardbutinstead,I

wouldn'thavehadanyoneelseseemethis

vulnerable,heknowsmybodybetterthananyone

andIthankGodhe'shere.

Me:"Ilookalive"

True:"asalways"

Me:"nahnotinawhile...whotaughtyouhowtotiea

headwrap?"



True(laughs):"Ilearnvisually,myeyeshavealways

beengluedtoyou,Iwasboundtolearnsomething,

I'msureIknowhowtoapplymakeupaswell"

Me:"youdobewatchingmelikeacreep"

Helaughtakingthemirrorfromme

True:"canwegodownfordinnernow?"

Me:"Iknowitdoesn'tlooklikeitbecauseyou've

beenmakingmesmileandlaughthewholetimebut

I'minsomuchpain,Ihaven'tgottenanyshottoday"

True:"wheredotheykeepyourmedication?"

Ipointtomymedicationbagattheotherendofthe

roomashewalkstoitandtakesit.Iinstructhimon

whichtogivemeandwhenandexplaintohimwhat

theyforandhowdotheyhelpmeashewasvery

curiousaboutthemall,willingtolearn.Hewas

adamantabouttakingcareofme,itseemslikemy

nursewillloseherjobtothisobsessiveman.

True:"canwegoeatnow?"

Me:"I'mnothungry"

True:"afterallthedrugsyoujusttook,younotgoing



toeat?That'sdangerousbabe"

Me:"Ieatonceaday,I'lleatdinner"

HelooksatmewithhiseyesoutasifIjustcussed

himandhiswholefamilyout.Offended.

True:"isthathowyou'vebeeneating?"

Inod

Me:"it'sokayTrue...

True:"thehellitisNaomi,youhavetoeatatleast

threetimesaday,breakfast,lunchanddinner,this

cancerandthesedrugsareeatingoutofyou,the

drugsyourenergyandthecanceryoursoul,please,

youhavetoeatevenifyoudon'tfeellikeit,your

bodyneedsallthenutrientsitcanget,itneedsyour

help...youhavetotrybaby,itseemslikeyouhave

alreadygivenup?"

What'stheuse?Iswhathasbeenkeepingmegoing

forthepastweeks,Iwantthisillnesstobedone

withmealready,thesoonerthebetter.

Butafterseeingmybabiestodayandhowhappy

theyweretoseeme,theirsmilesandcutegiggles,I



havetoseethatforalittlewhilelonger,Ineedto,

theytooyoungIneedtoseethemgrowjustalittle

bitmore.Anewdevelopment,likethequads

learninghowtocountuptotwentyorten,Matilda's

birthdayistheclosestinthreeweeks,ifIcanmake

ittillherbirthday.ThenIcandieinpeacewithmy

brokenheart.

Me:"fine,I'lltrytoeatsomething"

True:"thankyou"

Me:"doyouthinkIcanmakeittoTilda'sforth

birthday?"

True:"youcouldevenpassthat,look,youdoingway

betterthanyesterday,wegoingtofightthis,

together,let'sbehopeful"

He'sbeingpositive.ThefactwasthatIwasdying

andwilldieanydaynow,Ican'trunawayfrom

deathitishoveringovermeandwecan'tchange

that.Thesearemylastdays.ButIdon'twantrub

offmylackoffaithonhim.

Me(smiles):"okay"



Afterwaitingwithmeforawhileforthedrugsto

kickinandIwasmuchbetter.

Hepickedmeupandweheadeddownstairs.

Everyonewassurprisedtoseemedownhereas

theylookedatusapproachthetable.Ihaven'tbeen

downhereinMonths,Ispendmydaysandnights

admittedinthebed.

Heputsmedownonthechair.

Me:"goodmorning"

Dad(smiling):"goodmorning

Beth:"it'ssogoodtoseeyououtofthebedroom"

Dad:"ifthisistheprogresswegettosee,Ithink

Trueshouldstayherefulltime"

Me:"inyourhouse?"

Dadsworethathe'dneverallowmyboyfriendsor

evenhusbandtodosleepoversathishouseno

matterhowgrownIam.HeonlyallowedZekeon

holidaysbecausehehadnowheretogoandwe

werejustfriendsatthattime,whenhefoundoutwe



hadstarteddating,hefreakedandchasedhimout,

heneversleptoversince,untilnowsincehe's

family.

Dad:"Yes,inmyhouse"

Me:"inmybedroom?"

Dad:"don'tmakemeregretitalready"

Wealllaughashegivesmethestrictdadlook

whichquicklydisappearsasIblowhimakiss

Beth:"ohmyGod,youarelookingsomuchbetter

today"

Dad:"Ihaven'tseenherlaughlikethissinceshe

camebackfromtheUK"

Beth:"ifweknewallsheneededwashersoulmate

wewould'velongcalledhim"

MycheekswereheatingupandI'msuretheywere

theonlypartofmyfacethatprovedthatIstillhad

bloodinme.

Me:"wherearemybabies?"

True:"love,stopit,Iseewhatyoutryingtodo,you



notgoingtoseethemuntilyoueatup"

Ilookatmyplate,itwasporridgewithbutterand

sugar,anyotherdayI'dappreciatethis,butitlooked

disgustingtomeandIreallydidn'twanttoeat

anything,IwassureI'dthrowitup

True:"it'sjustasmallportion,pleaseeatmylove"

Beth:"yeshislove,please,youneedtoeat"

Thischairwasuncomfortableandhurtingmybutt.

Me:"I'mnotcomfortablehere,canIseatbythe

couch?"

True:"okay"

HehelpsmeupasIplacemyarmoverhisshoulder

andwewalktothelivingroom.

Hebringsmysteaminghotporridgetomeinatray

puttingitonmylapasIliedcomfortablyonthe

couchwithmylegsstraightasIleanedonthe

armrest.

Imixeditstaringatittryingtomeasurehowmany

spoonsit'lltakemetofinishit.



It'llhurtmythroat,it'stoohot.Idon'twantit.Tears

threatened,Ireallydidn'twanttoeatthisandIwas

feelingforced.

True:"love?Areyoucrying?"

Heleavesthecouchhewasonandsitsbeneathme

asheliftsmylegstorestonhislapmovingcloser.

Hewipesmytears.

Me:"Ican'tdoit....Idon'twantit"

True:"shouldImakeyousomethingelse?Eggs?"

Ishakemyhead

Me:"Idon'twantfood,I'mnothungry"

True:"Iknow,butyouneedtoeatsomething,please,

okay,look,youdon'thavetofinishitall,justsix

spoons,eachspoonforeachofourkids?Okay?

Youdoingitforthemright?"

Inod.IguessifIhadtotakeeachspoonforthe

peopleIlovedthemostinthisworldthenit'dbe

worthit.

IbringaspoonfuluptomymouthandputitinasI

struggledtoswallow.pain,that'swhatswallowing



causedme.Ihatefood.

True:"thatwasforourfirstborn,Matilda"

Ismilelookingathimthentakeanotherspoonfulin

mymouthswallowingimmediately.

True:"Kamva"

Itakeinanotherone

True:"Luzuko"

Itakeasmallbreakholdingmytummythatwas

fightingthefoodandIknewIwasgoingtothrow

thisup.

True:"comeon,youcandoit,threemoretogo"

Itakeinanotherspoonful

True:"Lakhiwe"

Icontinue

True:"Liyema....aaaannnd...

DesperatetofinishalreadyIputitinmymouthand

keepittherewithoutswallowing

True:"comeonswallow,likehowyouusedto



swallow(winks)"

Iquicklyswallowbeforelaughingoutloudcovering

mymouth

Me(laughing):"whatthehell,didyouhavetosay

that?"

True:"finally,Liyakhanya"

HeclapshandsformeandIsmileproudlylikeIjust

achievedsolvingtheworld'sbiggestmysteryand

I'mgoingtoberewardedforit.

Itakeonemorespoonfulwhilestillmotivated

True:"dowehaveanotherbabyIdon'tknowabout?"

Me:"thatonewasforyou"

Heraiseshisbrowsamusedsmirking

True:"oh...Ifeelhonored,thankyou"

Hesaysbowingdownalittlemakingmelaugh,my

bodyhurtsmorewhenIlaughedbutIcouldn'thelp

it.

True:"lookatthat,youalmostfinishedthewhole

thing"



Ilookatthelittleporridgeleftandindeedonlyafew

spoonswereleft,butIhavehadenough.NowI

havetotrykeepitinuntilitdigestsorelsethis

would'veallbeenfornothing

Me:"I'llneedalotofwaterformetokeepthisfood

in,nofoodlastsandIcanalreadyfeelmyself

gettingnauseous"

True:"comingrightup"

Me:"I'malsogoingtoneedmyBiPAPnexttome"

True;"why?BecauseItakeyourbreathaway?"

HeaskswigglinghiseyebrowsplayfulandIwheeze.

Me:"ohmyGoshgetoveryourself"

Helaughs.

Hetakesthebowlfrommeandlandsakissonmy

cheekbeforewalkingaway.Ismilewatchinghis

buttashewalksaway.Hestillhasthesexiestbutt

ever.Truthwas,hedoestakemybreathaway.All

thedamntime.Ilovehim.Ineverstopped.

.
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It'sbeentwoweeksandIwasawalkingzombie.My

eyesknewnosleepasallIcoulddoeverynightwas

prayandcheckuponNaomieverytenminutes,

checkingifhertankstillhadoxygen,checkingifher

handswerestillwarm,listeningtoherheartbeat.I

wasamess.Adesperatemess.Desperateforher

togetbetter,butshewasn't,therewerebetterdays

buttherewerealsoverybadday,veryverybad

dayswhereweallthought,thatwasit,thatwasthe

day.Butwe'dwakeupeachdaywithrelief.Thekids

havepickedupthattheirmommywasverysick,

they'veseenheronherworstdayswhenshecould

barelytalk,whenshevomitsallherfoodout,at

nightshehastowearaadultdiaperasshehardly

getupanddoestfeelherselfwhenshehastogo.

Itwastorturewatchingherstrugglinglikethis

everyday,fightingforherlife.IwishIcouldtakeit

allaway.I'veneverwishedtohavesuperpowers

eversinceIwasatenyearsoldboy,butrightnow,I

wishIhadhealingsuperpowersandrestorelife



backintoher.

SometimesitgetstoomuchformeandI'dtakea

driveI'mthedarktogocrymyheartoutwhereno

onewouldhearmeorseehowbadlythisis

affectingme.I'vebeentryingtobethemost

positiveandfaithfuloneinthehouseaseveryone

wasbreakinginfrontofherandcouldn'thidetheir

grief.Someonehastoshowherthatthere'sstill

hope.Eventhoughthereisn't.Shewasdyingin

frontofmeandtherewasnothingIcoulddoabout

it.Icouldaffordthebestdoctorsaroundtheworld

buttheyalljusthadthesameopinionsandnonof

themcouldhelpher.Withalltheireducationand

skills,nonofthemcoulddoanything.Spiritual

healers,nothing.Noonecanhelp.God?Nothing.

Nothingcouldbedone.Everyonewasaccepting.

Theywereallacceptingit.Herfatherhasaccepted.

Zekeherbestfriendhasaccepted.Everyonehad

acceptedthatshewasgoingtodie.ButIjust

couldn'tbringmyselftoaccept.Notwhileshe's

breathingfightingeveryday.Iwillnotaccept,Naomi

isveryyoung,shehasherwholelifeaheadofher,if



anyoneshouldbedying,it'sme.Whycan'tyoutake

meGod?Spareherlifeandtakemineinstead.I've

livedenough,I'mnotthatoldbutI'moldenough.

Just....don'ttakemyoneandonlytruelove.Why

mine?Outofeverythingyoucould'vetakenfromme,

whyripoutapartofme?Whykillmyreasontolive?

DidIreallynotdeservelovethismuch?Godifyou

wantourrelationshiptocontinue,youwillsavemy

love,youwillrestoreherlifeback,youwillhealher.

Idon'twanttohateyouGod,butifyoudon'tdothis.

Youwillceasetoexist,youwill,takemymoney,

takethefame,takeawaymytalents,takethecars

thehouses,I'llsacrificeitalljustspareherlife,let

mehavemyfamily.Please.

Ilookedupatthebluroceanasthewavesmoved

backandforthandthenightwassilentwithonly

soundsofmysobs.

Iscreamedoutloudcryinghystericallynotholding

backbecauseIknewwhatIhadtogofaceback

home.



Iwatchedtheskygettingbrighterasdawnbroke.I

sattherebythesandwatchingwithtearsinmy

eyesasbeautifulcolorsstartedtoformatthefar

endoftheseaandthesunslowlyroseasIprayed

forabetterdaytoday,adayasbrightasthissun.I

heardthestreetsstartingtobuzzascarsspedon

thefreeway.

Igotupanddustedmyselfoff.

Igotinthecargatheringmyemotionsandgetting

myselfbackoncheckasIwipedmytearsaway.I

tiltedmyheadbackandsqueezedeyedropsinto

myeyestogetridoftheredfromallthecrying.

Isighedanddroveoffbacktoherfather'shouse.I

wasgratefulforMrNewtontoallowmetostayhere

forthepastfewweeksbecausephysicallyIcouldn't

beanywhereelsewhereshewasoutofsight.

Ihavemissedworkandputsomeoneelseincharge

throughmyabsence.ItwasnousebecauseI

wouldn'tbeproductiveevenifItried.Ipressthe

remoteanddrivein.



Ihurriedlyranupthestairsandcarefullyopenedthe

doortonotwakeherup.

SometimeI'dsitontheothersideofthedoorat

nightandlistentohercryandwedcrytogether

withoutherknowing,wedon'tsharethebedonvery

baddaysbecauseshewantstobealoneandI'dgo

tooneoftheguestsrooms,that'swhyIsitoutside

thedoorinsteadofbeingnexttoherholdingher,no

matterhowbadlyIwantto.

Sheisstillasleep.Islidedownthecoverslookingat

her,itseemedlikeshewasinacomfortable

position.Ibrushedmyhandonherbuttbefore

pullingthedressup.Shedoesn'tallowmeto

changeherbecauseit'sembarrassingforherand

sheprefersthenurse,Iusuallychangeherbefore

shewakesupsoshecanwakeuponacleandiaper

andnotfeelbadaboutmessingherselfthroughthe

night.

Icheckeditanditwasonlypee,soIleftit,Ionly



changeherofshepooped.IfIcanchangemykid's

dirtydiaperswithloveinmyheart,Icandefinitely

doitforthewomanwhobirthedthosekidsforme

shamelessly.

Mybodywaswornout,Ihaven'tgottenanyproper

sleepinweeksandIcouldfeelitinmybones.Iwalk

aroundtotheothersideofthebedgettinginthe

coversbesidesheraftertakingoffmyclothes.

Iwrapmyarmoverherwaistclosingthegap

betweenusandIclosemyheavyeyes

.

.

.
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.

Iopenmyeyesandtakeinmysurroundings.Iwas

stillinmybedroom.MyeyeslandedontheBiPAP



andIhadonmymask.Isigh.Iwasstillintheworld

oftheliving.IguessIgetyetanotherdayofmisery

andpain.

Ifeelsomethingheavyonmythecurveofmybelly.

Iplacemyhandthereanditlandsonbighands

whichwereoverme.

Ibrushhisarmandlockmyfingersintohis.Itfelt

goodwakingupnexttohimeverymorningeven

thoughIchasedhimoutlastnight,itwasabad

nightaverybadnight,Iwasexhaustedbutpain

keptmeup,itsurpassedthedrugs,theywere

slowlybecomingineffective.Iwasgettingworse.I

onlyfellasleepintheearlyhoursofthemorning.

Iforcemyselftoturnaroundbutit'slikeIwas

breakingmyboneswitheverymoveuntilI

eventuallyfacedhim.Hewasoutofithedidn'teven

hearmygroans.Iplacemyhandonhisface

brushinghisbeardwithmythumb,ithasgrownso

much,itwasunlikehimtoletitgrowthisbigand

noteventrim.Hewasstillapleasuretomyeyes



though.Whenhesaidhe'dtakecareofme,hereally

meantit,Ijustthoughtwe'dbedoingthisinourold

ageandtakingcareofeachother,guessoldage

camesoonerthanexpected.EventhoughIchased

himoutsomenightswhenitgetstoobad,Istill

alwayswakeupthenextmorningwithhimbymy

side,nomatterhowmuchIpushhimaway,thinking

thathe'dgiveintomytantrumslikeeveryoneelse

inthishouse.Hestillhasthehearttokeepcoming

back,I'veneverseensomeonewhohassomuch

faithandloveformeevenwhenIfeellikeIdon't

deserveit.Ihateputtinghimthroughthis,heputs

upthisemotionalstrongfrontbutIcanseeright

throughhimandIcanseehowbadlythisis

affectinghim,hetriesnottocryorshowweakness

infrontofme.Idon'tlikehowhe'sbeenlosing

weight,theringsinhiseyes,he'shurting,he's

hurtingbecauseofmeandIhateit.Iwantustobe

happy,Iwantusgrowoldtogetherwithourkids,I

wantustoseeandwelcomeourgrandchildreninto

thisworld.Iwantustohave..life.there'sstillso

muchmoretodotogether.Whydoesithavetoend

likethis?



Heturnshisheadandplaceshishandovermineon

hischeekashebringsittohislipsandkissesit

beforeslowlyopeninghiseyes.

Me(whispering):"shhhhgobacktosleep"

True(frownsatmesuspiciously):"why?Wereyou

abouttorapeme?"

Ilaughsilently.Hestillmangestoputasmileonmy

fullface.

Me:"yes"

True:"wellinthatcase...

Hecloseshiseyespretendingtobeasleepandwe

laughasheopensthem.

True:"Iseeyoualltalknoaction"

Me:"youw-wanttoseeaction?"

True:"I'dlovetoseeaction"

Imovemyhanddownhischesttohislower

abdomenasIfeelhishairymiddlegoingdown

insidehisunderwearwhereIfeelhissemiharddick



lyingpeacefullybutimmediatelyrisesgetting

harderatthefeelofmytouchasIgripitfeelingitfill

upmyhand.

Ilookupathimandhiseyeswerebarelyopenashe

lookedatme,IwishtherewasmoreIcoulddo,but

rubbinghimisallIcoulddoatleastitmadehim

cum,unlikemewhocannotstandbeingtouched

downthere,evenbyhim,I'vebecomealittlebaby

again,Ican'tevenfeelmyselfdownthere,my

bladdergivesnowarninganymore.Iweardiapers.

It'spainfullyembarrassing.

Heshootsouthisloadgroaningbutsuppressing

himselftonotbetooloud.Hewouldn'twantmy

Dadthinkinghe'stakingadvantageofhissick

daughter.He'dkillhim.Itrytosatisfyhisneeds

whereIcan,eventhoughwecan'thavesex,Ican

stillusemyhands.Iwonderifhehadsomeone

takingcareofthatdepartmentwhilewewereapart?

I'msurehehadatleastabootycallunlikeme,he's

amanandtheycan'tgoyearsletalonemonths

withoutintercourse.



Ipullbackhisunderwear

True:"Iloveyou"

Me:"Iloveyoumore"

Hegetsclosertome

True:"howdidyousleep?"

Me:"Ihardlyslept,IwasfeelingcoldallnightI

couldn'tgetwarmandtheACwashighenough"

True:"howyoufeelingnow?"

Me:"I'mbetter"

True:"youdoinggoodNaomi"

Me:"Iam?IfeellikeI'mgettingworse"

True:"believeme,youdoinggood,okay?"

Me:"okay,Ibelieveyou"

Hepecksmylips

Me:"canIaskyousomething?"

Hesquintshiseyesskeptically

True:"okay"



Me:"didyou...haveagirlfriend,whilewewere

separated?"

Hesmileslookingintomyeyes

True:"No"

Me:"really?"

True:"Iwasamess,Icouldn'tmoveon,Iwastoo

focusedongettingyoubacknomatterwhat,No

womaninterestme"

Me:"notevenabootycall?"

Hechuckles

True:"No,butafewmonthsagothedaybeforeyou

camebackfromtheUKIdidtrygoingonthisblind

dateBandilesetupformeafterrejectingsomany

ofthemIgaveinthatdayandIwentonadatewith

her"

Me:"and?Didyoulikeher?Howwasshe?"

True:"doesitmatternow?I'veneverseenor

contactedhereversince"

Me:"pleasejusttellme,I'mnotgoingtogetjealous



weweren'ttogether"

True(sighs):"shewasnice,pretty...bitdamnshehad

mouthdiarrhea,shecantalk!Likeshewastalking

nonstopthroughoutthedate,abitannoyingbitit

helpedbecauseIdidn'thavetosaymuch"

Ilaugh

Me:"shesoundsfun,soyoustayedincelibacyall

thoseyearswithoutgettingany?Notevenonenight

stand?"

HeshookhisheadandInoddedimpressed.

Me:"didyoulikeher?"

True:"notenoughforaseconddate,she'snotmy

type"

Me:"really?Whatisyourtype?"

Heraiseshisbrowatme

True:"youshouldknowthatbetterthananyone"

Me:"Ishould?"

True:"youmytypelove,ifshe'snotyou,thenshe's

notmytype,youknowthis,nomatterwhatcomes



betweenus,Ialwaysfindmyselfbackinyourarms,

there'llneverbeanotheryou,NaomiNewton,never,

youhearme?"

Inodfaintlysmilingasmyheartsinks

Idon'twanthimtobemiserableafterI'mgoneby

thewayhe'sgoingon,itseemslikehewoulddo

somethingasstupidastakehisownlifeifhisfaith

onmedoesn'tsavemylife.

Me:"promisemeonethingTrue"

True:"don'tmakemepromisesomethinghardto

accomplish"

Me:"promisemenomatterwhathappenstome,you

willnevereverevertakeyourownlife,please"

HelooksawayasifIjustcaughthimonhis

thoughts

True:"Ican'tpromiseyouthat"

Me:"True,please,promiseme"

Heshakeshishead,tearswerealreadyrunning

downmyface.



Me(tearfully):"True...

Heturnstolookatmewithreddishglassyeyes.

Me(whisper):"please....promiseme"

Helooksawayfromme

True:"ifyoucanpromisemetosurvivethis"

Me:"True...that'snotuptome,it'simpossible"

True:"thenwhatyouaskingmeisimpossible"

Ifeelmyheartrippingintopiecesasmoretears

escapemyeyes.Howcanhenotthinkaboutour

kids,hecan'tabandonthemlikethat,wecan'tboth

beselfish,they'llneedhimmorethanever,asmuch

asdyingtogetherandhavingalifetogetherinthe

nextlifeifthere'ssuchwouldbegreat,butour

childrenhavetheirwholelivesaheadofthem.

Heturnstolookatme

True:"I'msorry,pleasedon'tmakemepromise"

There'ssilenceasIcontinuecryingmyheartoutas

painpumpsthroughoutmybodyandhejustholds

meintohischest.



Westayinsilenceforaboutanhourwithmyhead

onhischestlisteningtohisheartbeatasherubs

myback.

Me:"canyoudomeafavor?"

Hisonebrowriseswithalittlecuriousfrown

True:"youknowI'ddoanythingforyou"

Me:"canyouwriteformemyeulogy?"

True:"youstillaliveNaomi"

Me:"notforlong,please,Ijustwanttohearit,Idon't

knowwhattoexpectafterdeath,willIbecomea

ghostoranancestor?OrwillIjustceasetoexist

maybewhenyoudieyoudiethere'snosoulthat

livesoneverythingstopsormaybeI'llcomebackas

someoneelseorananimal....we'vebeentaught

manybeliefsandnoonereallyknowshundred

percentwhathappens,it'salljuststories.Iwon'tbe

atmyfuneral,Ijustwanttohaveaglimpseofwhat

it'llbelike...please"



Helooksawayfrommelettinggoofmeandfaces

theceiling.Tearsslowlycreepoutthecornerofhis

eyes.

Me:"ifyoucan't,it'sokay,Iunderstand...

True:"I'lldoit...I'llwriteyoureulogyforyou"

Me:"thankyou,love"

Ikisshischeek,wipingoffthetearsinhiseyes.

Me:"canyouaskZekeandStellatoo,thenwecan

gotothechurchwheretheservicewillbeheld

whenI'mreallygone"

True:"youreallywanttobeatyourownfuneral,

whileyoustillalive?"

Me:"it'snotafuneral"

Hecovershisfacewithhishands,hewasbreaking,

maybethiswillmakehimacceptthatit'shappening.

Weallhaveourday,andminewascloser.

True:"whatgaveyouthisidea?"

Me:"Iwasreadingthisbook,thefaultinourstars,

whenhazelwroteaneulogyforGuswhowasdying



beforehedied,Ithoughtitwasnicethathegotto

hearwhatthepeoplehelovedthemosthadtosay

abouthimlikehewasnotthereeventhoughhewas

there,itwassadbutIthinkit'sagoodwaytocome

intoacceptanceaboutwhat'sgoingtohappen"

Heshakeshisheadstilllookingup.

True:"fine!...fineIcandothisforyouifthat'swhat

youreallywant,but...Ineedyoutodosomethingfor

mefirst"

Me:"okay"

Hegetsoffthebed,where'shegoing?

Heputsonhispantsandshirtandheadsoutthe

bedroom.

Afterafewminuteshe'sbeengonethenursecame

intogivememydrugsandcleanmeup.Inever

thoughtit'dgettothispoint.AtthispointI'mjust

here,youcan'tpossiblycallthisliving.Istarted

seeingmymotherinmydreams,lifewithherthat

sideissobeautifulandpeaceful,wewouldjusttalk



andhangoutsometimeswe'djustwalkaroundthe

beautifulfloralflied.It'ssopeacefulthere,there's

nopain,nosufferingjustjoyandpeace.Ifspirits

reallydoliveonIhopeI'llgoliveinthatdreamwith

mymother.I'mtryingtoholdonformykids,formy

family,forTrue,butI'monlygettingworse.Idon't

knowhowmuchlongerIcanholdon,Ican'tdoit

anymore,breathingfeelslikesuckinginneedles

thatgostraighttothelungs,insurethere'snothing

leftofthem.I'mtired.

IwasnowcleanandfreshasIwastryingtogulp

downamahewu,itwastheonlythingIcouldeat

includingotherveggieandfruitshakes.

Ihaven'tbeenonsocialmediaforsuchalongtimeI

haddeactivatedmyaccounts.Iwonderwhatwas

beingsaid.Trueadvisedmenottogothere,I

wouldn'tlikeit,butnowI'mcurious,theinternethas

saidsomanybadthingsaboutmeitcan'tbethat

bad.

IaskedthenursetobringmemyphoneandI



reactivatedmyaccountsandnotificationscame

floodingin,theywentuptohundredthousandasI

wastaggedsomanytimes.FirstthingIsawwas

thatIwastrending,picturesofmeattheairport

whenIcamewiththekidsmonthsago.Ilookedso

skinnyandpale,Ididn'tevenknowIwastaken

picturesofthatdayanddayslaterafterthatdayI

wasseenatthemall,mypictureswerefloodingand

Iwasevenameme.Theyweresayingallkindsof

cruelthingsaboutme,mostsaythereasonIbroke

upwithTruewasbecausehecheatedandgaveme

HIVanditservedmerightfordatinghimforthe

benefitsintheindustry.IwasshockedbecauseI

hadoncesharedwiththepeoplethatI'mbattling

withcancer,butthenagainIdidannouncethatit

washealedandgone.

Internetcanbebrutal,butthereweremanyofmy

loyalfanswhofoughtformeineverypostand

everycommentsection.

Idon'tevenbotherupdatinganyone,Ilogoffand

puttmyphoneaway.Ineedtofocusonthingsthat

matter.Whichismylifeandfamily.



MysixangelsrunintotheroomwhileIwaseating

(drinking)andtheyjumponthebed.Theydon't

understandthepainI'minbutIcanendureitas

longastheyarehappy.Theygivemecuddles

strainingevernerveinmebutIreturnthemgladly.

Me:"mommymissedyouguys"

Matilda:"mommy?"

Me:"yesbaby"

Matilda:"youstillhavetheflue?"

Me:"yes"

Kamva:"whywon'titgoaway?"

Me:"Idon'tknow"

Matilda:"daddymakeusprayeverynightforyouto

getbetter,don'tworrymommyGodwillmakeyou

bettersoon"

Kamva:"yeah,daddysaidsometimeshetakes

longertoanswer,butifwepa..pa...

Matilda:"patient!"



Helaughsrememberingtheword

Kamva:"ifwepatienthewillanswer"

Liyema:"what'sGod?"

Ismilelookingather

Matilda:"Godisthemaninchargeofthewhole

world"

Kamva:"yeahhe'severybody'sfather"

Ismilelookingatthemgoonandon,theyare

growingupsofastandaregettingsmarter

everyday,theyalwayslearningsomethingnew.

.

.

.

ZEKE

.

.

.

Me:"sorrytobotheryou,youprobablybusywith



work"

"No,I'mactuallyonleave,Noahistheoneatwork"

Me:"Ididaskhispermissiontocallyoufirst"

"Iknowhetoldmeyouwouldcall,howcanIhelp

you?"

Me:"Iheardthatyouareaspiritualhealer?"

"YesIam"

Me:"Iwaswonderingifyoucouldhelpmyfriend

she'sverysick,maybethere'ssomethingyoucould

doforher"

"Mmhwhat'swrongwithyourfriend?"

Me:"she'ssufferingfromcancer,it'sonitslast

stagesandshe'sgettingworse,ifthere'sanything

youcoulddo,anythingatall...we'vealreadytried

spiritualhealersbutnothingworked,Idon'tknowif

it'sbecauseshedoesn'tbelieveinitorwejustgot

scammedbyfakers,Itrustthatyouaretherealdeal

afterforeseeingeverythingaboutmyfatherand

helpingNoahfindoutwhoheis....pleasehelpme,I

don'tknowhowmuchtimeshehasleft,it'sreally



bad,Ican'tbaretoseehersufferinglikethis,she's

soyoung,shehaskidsallunderfivewhoneedher

somuch,pleasehelpher..(crying)...Ibegyou

please"

"OkayZeke,pleasecalmdown,I'msosorryabout

yourfriend"

Me:"canyouhelp?"

"Cancerisachronicdisease,Ican'tcurecanceror

HIV...butIcanhelp"

Me:"howareyougoingtohelpifyoucan'ttakeit

away?"

"IcanhelpsomehowbutIcan'tcurethecancer,I'm

sorry"

Isighdefeated

Me:"okay,whencanyoucomehelpher?"

"Icanbetheretomorrow"

Me:"okay,thankyou"

"Don'tlosehope,sheneedsyoutobestrongfor

her"



Me(sniffs):"I'mtrying"

"I'llseeyoutomorrow"

Me:"okaywe'llkeepintouch"

"Bye"

Ihangupandsighsittingbackandwipemytears

butmorefollowafter

Ifeelahandrubbingmyback

Jordan:"babe"

Ipullhertomychestholdingher

Me:"shewantsmetowriteherhereulogy"

*Silence*

Me:"Iloveyouokay?"

Jordan:"Iloveyoubaby"

Me:"pleasedon'teverleaveme"

Jordan:"I'mnotgoinganywhere"

Me:"Iloveyou"

.



.

.

NAOMI

.

.

.

Iwasstaringattheringonmyfingerwithtears

streamingdownmyface.Hejustproposedtomarry

metonight.Iwasspeechless,myheartwas

breakingbutatthesametimerejoicingand

screamingYes!Iwouldlovetomarryhim,despite

everythingwe'vebeenthroughI'dmarryhimover

andoveragain,There'snooneinthisworldwho

canorhaseverlovedmetotheextentTruehas

lovedmeandwhywouldn'tIwanttodiewithhis

nameonmytombstone.

True:"love?Areyouokay?"

Ilookupathim

True:"Iknowthismighttriggerbadmemoriesbut...



Ishakemyheadinterruptinghim

Me:"No...itdoesn't...let'sgetmarried,Iwanttobe

yourwife"

Heleansinforakissanditwasalongpeckwhile

hecapturedmyupperlipandwejuststayedlike

thatoureyesclosedasIimaginedafuturetogether,

ahappyone,nosicknesses,nofighting,no

suffering,justpeaceandeverlastingloveand

happinesswithourkids.Isawourkidsallgrownup,

fromprimary,tohighschool,totertiaryandthem

movingouttostarttheirownlives,Truefullofgrey

hairmixedwithblackallover,asexysilverfox,

growingoldtogetherandlivinghappilyeverafter.

It'sabeautifulfuture,onethatIyearnforsobad.

IfinallybreakthekissasIwasnowcrying

hystericallyhepulledmeintohisembraceholding

upheadwhilebrushingmyback

True:"Igotyouabeautifuldress,Ithinkyou'llloveit"

Me:"evenifIwearragsIdon'tcare,aslongasI'm

marryingyou"

Hechuckleskissingmyforeheadrepeatedly



True(tearfully)...fuckme!

.

.

.
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Seeingmyreflectiononthemirrorwhileonthis

standupbedwhichcouldbeadjustedsoIcan

standupwhilebalancedbackonit.Thisisthemost

aliveI'velookedinmonths.Thiswasamuchmore

simplerdressthantheoneIworeatour

unsuccessfulweddingday.Itwasstillvery

beautiful,IthinkIlikeitbetterthanthefirstone.It's

simplicitymakesitmuchmoreelegantand

peaceful.Itbringsmepeace,Ifeelliketodayisa

verygoodday,andIfeellikethere'llbemoregood

daysaftertoday.Icanjustfeelit.

Themakeuponmyfacegetsridofallsignsof

sickness,Iamthehealthiestpersonaliverightnow,

Ijusthopethedrugsdon'tmakemepassoutinthe

middleofmywedding.That'dbeembarrassing.



Dad:"youlookbeautifulprincess"

Me(smiling):"isTruethere?Pleaselockthedoors

andgatesthistime"

Helaughsalittle

Dad:"Zekeiswatchinghimlikeahawk,andevenif

hetries,I'llpersonallykillhimthistime"

Welaugh.I'mhappywecanlaughaboutitnow,

althoughitusedtohurtlikehellbutthatdoesn't

matteranymore.Whatmattersisnow.

Me:"daddy...

Dad:"yesmybaby"

Me:"I'mgoingtobefine...wegoingtobefine,please

don'tfallintothedarknessagain...nomatterwhat

happensalwaysknowthatI'llnevereverleaveyou,

whetherit'sphysicallyorspirituallyI'llalwaysbe

yourdaughter,itwillalwaysbeus,andwegoingto

befine,wegoingtobefine...okay?"

Henodswithtearsinhiseyes



Me:"Iloveyousomuch"

Dad:"Iloveyoutoohoney"

HewalkscloserandhugsmeasIholdhimback

fightingthetearsback

Dad:"it'stimebaby"

Me:"okay"

Hehelpsmeintothewheelchairwithmymobile

BiPAPonitsholderbesidesme.

Theygotmeanewwheelchairwithbuttonsandall

whichwaseasiertonavigateonmyownandhada

softcomfycouchlikechair,itwaslikeanoffice

chair,justmorecomfy.Thestairsnowhadaflat

surfaceonthesideformychairtodriveproperly,it

wasallTrue'sdoing,eversincehemovedinhe's

doneeverythinginhispowertomakemylifeeasier

andmakesurethatthebedroomisnottheonly

spaceIspentmydays,nomatterhowmuchI

complainedwantingtobeinthebedroomallday,

he'dtakemeoutanywayandalwaysfindawayto

convinceme.Seeingthetreesoutsideandthesky

goingtoprivateoutdoorplaceswiththekids



watchingthemplay,havingfunwithoutmovinga

muscle,he'sfilledmydarklifewithcolorandmore

happymemoriesandIappreciatedhimmorenow

thanever.OnethingI'mgratefulforisthatIgotto

experienceaLovethisdeepthatmanygrowoldand

evendiewithouteverfindingTruelove.ButIgotit,I

goteverythingIcouldeveraskforatayoungage,

askingformanymoreyearsoflifewouldbeselfish

ofmehonestly.Godortheuniversehasalready

blessedmesomuchthingsthatsomepeoplepray

foruntiltheiroldyetIwasblessedwithouteven

askingorpraying,I'msureIhavenowdepletedmy

blessings.

IgaspassoonasIreachtheendofthestaircase.

Thelivingroomhasbeentotallyrearrangedand

beautifuldecorated.Thekidswerealldressedupas

well,everyonelookedthepart.Ididn'tthinkthey'd

takeitthisseriously.MatildaandKamva,ohmy

goodness!Whendidhegetthatdressandsuitfor

them!Nottomentionthecutelittleonesaswell,

thisisnotsomethingthatwasplannedtoday,True



must'vebeenplanningthisforawhilenow,they

can'tpossiblydoallthisI'mashortpaceoftime

likeaday.

Thecoucheswerelineduponthesidestocreate

amislebetweenthemastheyfaceeachother.

Therehewas!Lookingallkindsofdropdead

gorgeous.He'swearingthemostperfectsuitI've

everseenhiminandhefinallytrimmedhisbeard

neatlyexposingthosefulldarklipsI'mforever

addictedto.

Myeyeslandoneachandeveryone.Theyalllook

perfect.Thisisperfect.Nopublic,nocameras,just

myfamily.Theysayeverythinghasitstimeandthis

wastheperfecttimetobecomeTrue'swife,forever.

Dadholdsmyhandasheleadsmedowntheisle.I

smileatStellawholooksoutofthisworldbeautiful.

She'sbeenagoodfriendandhasalwaysbeen

checkinguponmeeventhoughshe'salwaysnot

aroundbecauseofwork.



Wefinallymakeittomymanandhewasahot

mess,holdingbacktearsthatwerealreadyfalling

ashelookedatmelikehealwaysdoes,likeI'mthe

onlygirlintheworld.

Thechaircouldbeadjustedtoliftmehigherto

almosthisheight.

Dadwastheoneblessingtheweddingashestood

nexttous.

Dad:"Themostremarkablemomentinlifeiswhen

youmeetthepersonwhomakesyoufeelcomplete.

Thepersonwhomakestheworldabeautifuland

magicalplaceinthegoodandveryverybadtimes.

Thepersonwithwhomyoushareabondsospecial,

sodeep,thatittranscendsnormalrelationshipsand

becomessomethingsopureandsowonderful,that

youcan’timaginespendinganotherdayofyourlife

withoutthem......Asathird-partyspectatortotheir

developinglove,NaomiandTrue,itwasextremely

clearthatthetwoofthemrepresentaperfect



pairingbecauseeachofthemcomplementsthe

othersowell.Theybalanceoneanother,andwhile

eachofthemaretremendousindividualsontheir

own,togethertheyareevenbetter.Andbeingbetter

together,asateam,aunit,andpartnersincrime,is

whathasbeenmanyyearsinthemakingand

ultimatelyleadsustobeingheretoday,witnessing

theircommitmentforoneanotherInfrontofthose

theylovethemost....I'mnotalwaysaroundtosee

howtheylivetheirlivestogetherandthespecial

momentstheysharealonesoIcan'treallytalkon

that,butwhatIdoknowandwhatwe'veall

witnessed,isthebothofthemcaredeeplyand

passionatelyforeachother,theyprotecteachother,

theymakeeachotherlaughandthinkoutside

themselves,thattimemagicallyseemstobothfly

andslowdownwhenthey’retogether.Theyhelp

eachotherinwaysthatareobviousandunnoticed,

butalwaysappreciated....sowithoutfurtherado...

HesignalsKamvawhowalksuptousandgivesus

therings,IsmileandwinkathimandTruebrushes



hisheadplayfullyashesmilesshylywalkingaway.

Hiseyesgetbacktome,he'ssoserious,Iflashhim

asmileandherelaxesabitandsmiles.

Dad:"weallheretojoinNaomiandTrueinholy

matrimony,sowewillnowallowthemtoexpress

theirloveforeachother"

Hetakesmylefthandintohisandsighs,hewipes

histearswiththebackofhishandbeforelooking

backatme.

True:"IwishIcouldstanduphereandpromiseyou

theworld,buttheworldisn’tminetogive.WhatIdo

promiseismyworld,andallitentails.Mylove,

support,passion,compassion,andenthusiasm.

IwishIcouldpromisesmoothsailing,butthewinds

aren’tminetocontrol.WhatIdopromiseisaship

builttocarryyoutosafely,andsailstoweatherany

storm.



IwishIcouldpromiseyouforever,butsomeone

infinitelygreatthanIalreadyhas.WhatIdopromise

iseverysecondofthistimesliverofeternityI’ve

beenblessedwith.

IwishIcouldpromiseyouriches,buteveryvault

hasit’send.WhatIdopromiseyouisalifeof

abundance,andabundanceofloveandsupport,of

strengthandvulnerability,ofsharinganddrive,of

passion,andofadventure.

IwishIcouldpromisetoalwaysbeasroguishly

handsomeasIamtoday,but,well…Onsecond

thought,haveyouseenmydad?Maybethat’sa

promiseIcankeep...

Wealllaughasheplayfullywinksatme,Iblush

shakingmyhead

True:"Ican’tevenpromiseI’llneverhurtyou,

becauseeventhebestofintentionssometimesfall

short.WhatIdopromiseistoalwaysreachforyou

overmypride,toholdyou,tohealyou,andtoseek



forgiveness”

Me(crying):"issomeonecuttingonions...Gosh!"

(Fewlaughs)

Hesmilesslidingtheringinmyfinger

AroughlongcoughescapesmymouthandStella

wasalreadybesidemewithatissueasIcoughed

onitasTrueheldmeintohisarmsbrushingmy

back.Mythroatwasdryandthecoughwasvery

painful.

Ilookedatthetissuewithblood,mybodyisgiving

uponme.

Itfinallygoesawayaftermuchpatiencewe

continueanditwasmyturntosaymyvows.

Me:"Youknowmebetterthananyoneelseinthis

worldandsomehowstillyoumanagetoloveme.



Youaremybestfriendandonetruelove.Thereis

stillapartofmetodaythatcannotbelievethatI’m

theonewhogetstomarryyou.

Iloveyoubecauseyoumakemeproud.Because

youareadventurousandhappy.Youarethedream

Ineverdreamedof,cometrue.Iloveyoubecause

youmakemesay,‘Yes,wecan.Yes,Iwant.Yes,I

do.

Youdon'thavetopromisemethatyou'lllovemein

sicknessandinhealthbecauseyou'veprovedit,

you'veshownmeunconditionalloveandI'llforever

cherishyou.

Iloveyounow,IloveyoutomorrowandIloveyou

forever.IwillalwaysloveyouTrue,Iwanttosay

untildeathdouspartbecausethat'swhatisusually

said,butIknowthatnotevendeathcandouspart

becauseevenasaghostI'llloveyou,oursoulsare

oneandnothing,nothingcanevercomebetween

that.



Thankyou,forbringingsomuchJoyandadventure

intomylife,forpushingmetododaringthingslike

jumpingoffamovingplanetodivingdeepintothe

endsontheoceans,fortakingmearoundtheworld

andshowingmeplacesIneverknewexisted,thank

youforalwaysbringingoutthebestinme,Ican't

thinkofanythingtotickoffmybucketlistbecause

you'vemadeallmydreamscometrueanddeepest

fearsconquered.

Iknowthatourchildrenareingoodhandsandwill

neverlackanything,notwhileyoustillThierfather

andtheloveofmylife.

I'mlookingforwardtospending...therestofmylife

withyou.IloveyouAldoTrueMaseko,don'tyou

everforgetit"

Islidetheringinhisfinger,hewasfloodedintears

andsowasI.DadmadeussayourIdos'

pronouncedushusbandandwifeaswesealedit



withakiss.

Ifinallyfaceourlittleaudienceforthefirsttimeas

theyclappedandcheered.Zekewastakingavideo

withmycameracapturingeverything.

True:"nowforyourfavour...canwestartwiththe

speeches"

Wegositbythecouchattheendoftheisleas

Stellagoesuptowherethealtarwasandopensa

pieceofpaper.

Sheclearsherthroatandreadsout.

Stella:"Iwillnever,everforgetaboutmyfriend

NaomiAnnikaMaseko(shelooksupatmeand

smiles,IreturnitblushingasIlookatTruewhois

holdingmyhandtightlyasheglancesatmeand

pecksmyforehead)....Godusedhertoblessmylife

somuchandwhenmybelovedfriendsuddenlydied



fromcancerthispastwinter,Iwastotally

devastated.

Irememberhertellingmeinherlast

correspondencebeforeshepassedthatitwasokay

ifshediedbecauseshesurewouldfindrestinthe

internalpeaceoftheafterlife.

Ifyouhadsuchfriendinyourlife,thenyouwill

appreciatethetrueworthofeternalfriendship...you

willforeverbemissedNaomi,restinpeace"

Shewalksbacktoherseatcryingandcoversher

faceasBethpullsherintoherembrace.Ifightback

mytears...maybethiswasabadidea.

Zekegoesupandstandsinfrontofeveryone

Zeke:"well,thisisofficiallythecraziestthingshe

hasevermademedooutofallthecrazythings

we'vedone...readinghereulogywhileshe'sright

here?Crazy!ButIwouldn'thaveexpectedanything

less,it'soneofthemanyreasonswe'vebeen

friendsforsolong.(Sighs)weredoIstart?Naomi

Newton!Mybigheadedbestfriend...(Ifrownas

thereareafewlaughs)...(helooksaround)...Allher



friendsarehereapparently,let'sfaceit,shewas

prettychoosywhenitcomestopickingfriends

lookingaroundI'mactuallysurprisedsomeofyou

madethecut..thatbeingyouStellabecauseof

causeIwasgoingtomakethecut(welaugh)...

Naomiwasafreespirit,neverafraidtotrynew

things,veryriskyyetveryfragiletoo,that'showI

knewI'mneverlettingthisonego,I'lldoeverything

inmypowertobrotecther,shewasmybrobefore

weevenknewwesharedblood.(Pausesandwipes

awaytears)Deathusuallyhasadarkreputation,but

ifdeathbringaboutpeace,demolishesallsuffering,

takesyoutoabetterplace,takesallthepainaway,

ifdeathheals,thendyingisokay,weallwilldie

someday,someofussoonerthanothers,butour

journeysallfalltothesamedestination.Sothisis

notgoodbyemydearfriend,buta,tillwemeetagain,

resteasyyoungblood"

Iwassoakedinmyowntearsasmyheartached,he

cameuptomeandwesharedahugashebroke

downonmyshoulderItriedholdinghimtightwith

thelittlestrengthIhad



Me:"allwillbewell,allwillbewell"

Heletgoandwenttositdown

Itwashisturn,helookedatmewithtearfuleyes,I

wantedtostophim,thiswasclearlybreakinghim

morethananythingelse

Me:"youdon'thaveto...

Hegetsupnotlettingmefinish

True:"Maybe,I’llstartbysayingIneverregret

anything.ButImustsay,Iwishthingsturnedout

thewaywewantedittobe.BecauseIwon’tbe

writingthisifitdidn’thappen.Butlookingatthe

brightsideofthings,Iwouldneverknowwhatlove

wasuntilyoubroughtmethedefinition.

Totellyou,Iamnotprepared.I’mnotreadyyet.I

don’twanttoletgo.Idon’twanttosaygoodbye,but

Ihaveto.

(AloudsobescapesmymouthandIcoveritwith

myhand)



BecauseifIdon’t,IwillnevermoveonandI’llnever

knowifthere’ssomeonewillingtodrowninmethe

samewayIdrownedinyou.Iliketoacknowledge

allthefeelingyoumademefeel,euphoricor

crestfallenbecausetheymademestronger.They

gavemeadifferentwaytolookatthings.Theygave

meawideperceptioninmanythings.IamgladI

openedmydoorsforyou.Iamgladthatevenif

we’remilesaway,Ifelthome.

BeforeImetyouIthoughtIhadeverythingIneeded

inthisworld,IthoughtIwascomplete,littledidI

knowIwasmissingsuchahugepartofme,apart

ofmeIneededlikeIneededaheart,Ididn'trealizeI

washoldingmybreathallmylifeuntilyoucame

alongandthat'swhenIfeltmyselfbreath,likereally

breathforthefirsttime,youwereabreathoffresh

airandallIwantedtodowastobreathyouinall

dayeveryday.Butnowyougone,you'veleftme,

howamIsupposedtocontinuelivingwithoutyou?

(Breakingvoice)Idon'tknowwhattodowithmyself,



you'vetakenapartofmewithyou,howamI

supposedtobreath?.....how?...

(Icouldn'ttakeitanymore,Iwasfeelingunbearable

painthatnoamountofdrugcouldtakeaway,

seeinghimcrylikethat,hisshakybrokenvoice,it

washard)

True:"Rememberthetimewhenwewentcamping,

thefirsttimewhereweexploredourfeelingsand

thefirsttimeyoutoldmeyouloveme.Iwaslostfor

words.Icouldn'tbelievethatawomanlikeyou

couldloveamanlikemebecausetomeyouwere

thisbeautifulcreaturethatwasjusttoopreciousfor

thisworld.

RememberourfirsttriptogethertoThailand?We

tickedoffeverythinginourbucketlist,andwestill

madethelistlonger,wehadplansNaomi,plansto

traveleverycornerofthisworldandbeyoungand

daringtogether,forever.



Butnow,howamIsupposedtodothosethings?

Youarenothere.Youwon’tbehereanymore.I

won’tbeabletodothosethingswithyouanymore.

Anditpainsmeknowingnomatterhowmucheffort

weputthrough,wewon’tsurvive.Becauseyouare

pullingmedown,butnotthatdeepenoughbecause

youalsoguidemetograspsomeairtobreathe.

Iwouldliketorememberyouasadream,thedream

thatoncecametrue.

Thedreamthatmadeyourealizealotofstuff.The

dreamIwon’tforget.Iwasreallyhappywhenwe

metbecauseyougavemealotofreasonsto

continuelivingeventhoughI’mhurting.Youwere

mylightandnowthatyou’regone,Ican’tsee

anything.Youaremydestination.Youaremyhaven.

Youwerethesafestandwarmestplaceforalost

causelikeme.

Ifeelhellrightnow.BecauseIwasn’tableto

exploreeverychambersinyou.Butwhatever



happens,youareforeverinmyheart.Youtooka

pieceofmethatIdidn’tregret.IloveyouNaomi

Newton....Iloveyoutothegraveandback,mylove"

Everyonewasfloodedasheweaklyfelltohisknees

cryinginthepalmsofhishands.

Istandupfromthechairandweaklywalkuptohim

takinghishandsashewrapsthemaroundmeandI

wrapmyarmsaroundhimcryingourheartsout.

Thiswasit,thiswastheacceptance.Itwasheavy

andhardbutitwasgood.Wehavemadehappy

memories.

.

.

.
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Lastnightwas,emotional.Butitwasalsothebest

andworstnightofmylife.SayingGoodbyeto

Naomieventhoughshewasherewas

heartbreaking,buttosomeextentittookoutalotin

methatIebeengrieving.TodayI'mjusthappythat

I'mwakingupnexttomywife.Forthefirsttimeina

longtimewemadelovelastnight,Idon'tknowhow

butshereallywantedtoandIcouldn'trefuse,we

foundacomfortablepainlesspositionandstuckto

itallnight.Itwasn'tanydifferentfromthewayI

rememberher,sheisstillthesweetestandwasway

tighter,findingoutthatshehadkeptherselfall

thoseyearsandneverletanymaninmadeour

nightevenmoreblissful.MaybeIshouldbutIdon't,

Idon'tfeelguiltyofmakinglovetomysickwife,not

evenatinybit.

I'mwokenupbyasoundofsomeonevomitingand

movingundermyarmsasIopenmyeyes.

Iliftmyheadupandthereshewasvomitingonthe

floorwithherheadstickingoutofthebed.



Iquicklygetupandattendtoher.

Me:"love...okayI'llgetyouwaterandabucket..

Irushoutonmyunderwearonly,Iwastoo

distraughttobeembarrassed.Ipouredaglassof

waterfromthebathroomcupandtookabucket

fillingitwithwaterandcleaningJelandatowel

usedforthefloor,theyalwaysherefordayslikethis.

Irushbacktothebedroomandgiveherwaterto

rinsehermouth,sherinseditandimmediatelyput

heroxygenmaskonasshestruggledtobreath.

Icleanedupthemessuntiltheroomsmelledof

cleaningJel.Ichangedhernightdressafter

cleaningherupwashingherfaceandtheimportant

partsofherbody.Shewasnowfreshandcleanand

feelingbetterasIchangedthesheetsandwegot

backtobedandcuddled.

Naomi:"I'm...I'ms-s-sorryforcreatingworkforyou

soearly"

Me:"ohpleasebabe,thatwasnothing,Idon'tmind"



Ididn'tlikehervoicetoday,soundedweakerthan

yesterday.Wesupposedtobemovingforwardnot

backwards.

ZekewasbringingoverAmahletoday.Eventhough

shecan'thealcancerIwashopinghergiftwoulddo

something,itcouldhelphergetmanymoreyearsof

lifewithchemo.I'veseenheronsocialmediaand

thepositivefeedbackshegetsfromherpatients,

she'sgood.

Me:"DoctorNhlabathiiscomingtoday"

Naomi:"youthinkshecanhealme?"

Me:"notentirelybutIthinkshecouldgiveyoumore

years"

Shesmileshopefully

Naomi:"I'dlovethat,Matilda'sbirthdayisinafew

days,evenifsheletsmemakeituntilthenatleast"

Me:"shewill"

Ihopeshewill.

Me:"how'sitlikewakingupasMrsMaseko?"



Sheblushingandplacesherhandonmycheek

Naomi:"bestfeelingever"

Me:"sameheremylove"

Laterthatdaywewerechillingatthelounge

watchingourfavoriteNetflixshowsasNaomiwas

lyingbetweenmylegsherbackagainstmychestas

myhandcaressedherbreastswithablanketover

us.Thekidswereintheirplayroomprobably

watchingDisneymoviesbecauseitwastooquiet

butBethwasbabysittingsoshehadhereyeson

them.

OureyesshiftedtothedoorasZeke,MrNewton

andAmahlemadethierwayinsidethehouse

chatting.

NaomisqueezedmyhandandIpeckedherheadas

theywalkedtowardsusgreetingandwegreeted

back.

Amahle:"Naomi,I'mAmahle,Icametovisityou"



Naomi:"thankyou,Iappreciateyourvisit,Iwas

lookingforwardtoit"

Amahle:"howareyoufeelingtoday?"

Naomi:"it'sabetterday,stillinpainbutbetterthan

otherdays...Ithinkithassomethingtodowithme

gettingmarriedlastnight"

Wealllaugh

Amahle:"congratulationsIheard,nowonder,you

areglowinginthemidstofallthis,youhavetruly

marriedyourtruelove"

Naomi:"Ihave"

Amahle:"Iwon'tbelong,Ihavetobehomebefore

thekidsgetbackfromschool,wecangetstraight

toit"

Me:"please"

Shecamewithbottlesofwater,weleftherwith

Naomiinthebedroomasweallanxiouslywaited

outsidetheroom.



Aboutanhourandahalflatershewalksout.

Amahle:"Itriedmybest,pleaseexpectanything"

Me:"evengood?"

Shenods

Amahle:"yes,evengoodbutalsobad,anything"

Shewasn'tsayingmuch

Me:"willshebeokay?Willsheatleastgetafew

moremonths?"

Shesmilesfaintly

Amahle:"it'snotuptomeoranyofusunfortunately,

it'suptoGod,Ididmybest,Itookherphysicalpain

away"

ZekewalksheroutasherDadandIakeourwayin

thebedroomandfindhersleeping.

Itaphershoulder

Me:"love?"

Shedoesn'tbudge,myheartskipsasIshakeher

panicking.



Naomi:"youhurtingme"

ShesaysopeninghereyesandIhugher

Me:"don'tdothat"

Naomi:"Iwassleeping,isshegone?"

Me:"yes,youdidn'tseewhatshedid?"

Naomi:"sheprayedandIfellasleep,Idon'tknow

whatshedidafterthat,I'msoembarrassed,she

probablythinksIwasn'tinterested"

Ismilelookingather,shewasn'tpaleanymore,her

tanwasback,hereyeswerelively.

Me:"doyoufeelanypain?"

Shefrownedasshegotup,shewasconfusedshe

attemptedgettingoffthebedbutIstoppedher

Me:"babeyou'llfall"

Shegentlypushedmeoffandstoodup

Naomi(chucklesindisbelief):"it'sgone,thepainis

gone"

Abigsmilegrewonmyfaceandjoyoverwhelmed



myheartastearsthreatened

Me:"Iknewit,Iknewyou'dgetbetter"

ShewalkeduptomejumpingonmeasIgavehera

tighthugpickingherup

Naomi:"Ihavenopain"

MrNewton:"howisthisevenpossible,she'shealed

you?"

Hewasstillindisbelief

Zekewalkedinandsheletgoofmeheading

towardshimandgavehimabighugasheheldher

back

Naomi:"thankyou"

Zeke:"Naomi...shedidn'thealthecancer,shejust

tookthepainaway"

Me:"Iknow,butnowI'mfreefrompain,Icandoso

muchmorethantimeonthebed"

Me:"it'sagoodstarttohealing,right?"

MrNewton:"right"



Shewentandgaveherfatherthelongesthugever

Naomi:"Iloveyoudaddy"

MrNewton:"Iloveyoumyangel"

Naomi:"weshouldallhavedinnertonight,abigone,

withabraaiandeverything,thewholefamily,to

celebrate,plusI'mreallycravingbraaimeet"

Me:"youcraving?Soyourappetiteisbacktoo?"

Ididn'tknowhowtoexpresshowhappyIwasas

shewalkedbackintomyarms,herfullplumpylips

smashingagainstmineasIcaressedherallover.

Bythetimewebrokethekisswewerealoneinthe

room,Iguesswedidthatthingofdisappearinginto

ourownworldagain,shewenttolockthedoorand

camebackkissingmepassionatelyaswe

staggeredbacktobed

Naomi:"howaboutyoudothehonorsof

experimentingwiththepainfreebodyandputmein

sevenpositionsforseventyminutesbeforewego

prepareforthenight"

ShesaysseductivelyandIsmirkmischievously



kissinghertakingoffourclothesandwemake

sweetfuck-love.

.

.

.

*******

Tonewbeginningsandtemporarygoodbyes

*******

Tobecontinued
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Wetookthekidstothemallwithusaswewentto

godoshoppingfortonight'sdinner.Itfeltgood

havingherwalkbymysideagainbeingthehappy

bubblygirlIfellinlovewith.Thekidswereecstatic

seeingtheirmotherbetteragainandwalkingonher

own.ShestillcarriedherBiPAPwithherjustincase,

itwassmallandmobileenoughtoputinher

handbag.

Wewerebytheworstisleofthemall,thechipsand

sweetsisleasthekidswerescatteredtaking

everythingandanything,itwasanightmaregoing

withalloftheminbigmallslikethisbecausethey

neverinoneplace,theyrunaroundalloverandwe

havetokeepwatchofallofthem,thelittlesquad



ganghadaleachtiedaroundthemIwasholding

twoandsowasNaomi,theycouldrunfromusbut

theycouldn'tescapeasthestringwouldpullthem

rightback.

Matilda:"mommycanwealsotakeicecream?"

Naomi:"goalloutbaby"

Theyjumpedupanddownrunningtothefridgeas

wefollowedbehindasthelittleonestriedtorunbut

thestringwouldpullthembackwhichtheyfound

amusing.

Naomi:"weweresupposedtoonlyhavethreekids,

whydidyouhavetoshootinbulk?Looknowthe

chaos"

Ilaughputtinginallthedifferentspicesand

marinadesinthetrolley

Me:"Ican'tbeblamed,myguywentinoneeggand

therewasonlyoneofhim...it'syoureggsthat

decidedtomultiply"

Naomi:"yeahwhatever,it'sstillyourfault"



Wecontinuedshoppingaroundandtookthekidsto

goplaygamesaswewaitedfortheevening.

.

.

.

ZEKE

.

.

.

Wesettingupoutsidebythebigbackyardgetting

readyforthenightasdrinkswerestocked.Tonight

wasgoingtobeagoodnightaswewere

celebrating,life.Iusedtotakelifeforgranted,but

thesetoughfewmonthshasmademeappreciate

lifemorethananythingandIunderstoodthatthe

futureisnotguaranteedanditisimportantto

cherisheversinglemomentandmakeasmany

goodmemoriesaspossiblewiththeonesyoulove.



Thekidscameinrunningtothebackyardracingto

theirgrandfatherasheopenedhisarmsforthem

andtheygottohimonebyonecrashinghimtothe

floorandwealllaughed.

"Y'allnotevengoingtohelpunpacking!Wow!"

Truecomplainsholdingabunchofplasticswalking

towardsthekitchenasNaomifollowsbehindhim.

Istillcouldn'tbelievethatshecouldwalkandhad

allthatenergytocarrythoseplasticswhilesmiling

happily.

Ihaven'tseenthissideofherinawhile,weonlygot

glimpseofherhappinesswhensheisaroundTrue

orthekidsnowandthenbutit'sbeenreally

depressing.

Maybenowthatshe'sphysicallystrongthechemo

willfightthiscancerbetterandeventuallyhealher

enoughforalungdonar.

Jordan,Stella,NaomiandBethwerespicingthe



meatwhilecookingupastorminthekitchenwhile

usastheguyswerekeepingthefirebythegrill

burningoverbeers.Thekidswereplayingbythe

junglegym,Zanehadwokenupfromhisafternoon

napwhentheygotbackandwasplayingwiththe

restofthem.

Pops:"Ican'tstoplookingather,justyesterdaythis

wastheweakestpersonintheroombuttodayshe's

thestrongest"

Me:"IwishIcould'vecalledAmahleearliertoavoid

allthatsuffering,Ithoughtnothingcouldbedone

sincewealreadytriedspiritualhealerswhojusttold

uscancercan'tbehealedwithoutgivingusany

alternatives,IjustcalledAmahlewithoutanyhope

atallIwasjustdesperate,whenshealsosaidthe

samethingallofthemhavebeensayingIwas

discouragedbutshesaidthere'sawayandshe

healedherspiritforherbodyandspirittobe

strongersurpassingthepain"

True:"Ihaven'tseenhersohappyinalongtime,



she'sherselfagain,IthinkAmahlejustdoesn'twant

ustogetourhopesup,butIbelieveshe'llmakeit,

manycancerpatientslivewithcancerformany

years,Istillbelieveshe'llbeoneofthosepeople"

Me:"metoo,yesterdayfeltlikegoodbye,God,Idon't

wanttofeellikethatagainanytimesoon"

True:"metoo,westillhavesomuchweneedunlock,

thefutureisbright,we'llbeastrongunitedhappy

family,I'llbedamnedbeforeIfuckitupagain,Mr

Newton,youcanpersonallykillmeifIlosemy

sanityandhurtheragain,pleasekillme"

Pops:"Iwill,youdon'thavetoaskedmetwice,and

hey,youcancallmeDadorPops,noneedtobe

formal,youfamilynow"

Hesmilesandtheyclicktheirbeerbottlestogether

Pops:"whiskey?"

Heasksholdingthebottlereadytoopenitup

Me:"I'llwaitforfoodfirst"

True:"Ithinkonlythissixpackofbeerswilldofor

me,Idon'twanttogetdrunk,tonightisaspecial



night,Iwastocherishitinasobermind"

Me:"Ifeelyouman"

"Andthemeatisdone"

Shewalksinwithstacksofseasonedmeatinabig

bowl

True:"lookatyou,beingaMakotiandall"

Shegigglessweetlyasshehandsthemeattohim

andbowsalittletoshowrespect,welaughattheir

drama.

Naomi:"nantsiinyamamkhwenyanawam"

(Here'sthemeatmyhusband)

ShesaysinhercrookedXhosa

True:"awubonike!NgumfazwamkeloMadoda"

(wouldyoulookatthat!That'smywifeguys)

Hesayskissingherassheturnsgivinghimher

cheekbutheholdsherchinandpecksthelips

Pops:"thesekidsbekissinginfrontofuslikewe

don'texist,wegetityoumarried"



Me(laughing):"likeseriously,theydidn'tevenhear

usclearourthroatsorleaveearlieroninthe

bedroom,nowthis,getaroomplease"

True:"I'msorrybutIcan'thelpit,it'sdifferentwhen

youkissyourwifefromwhenyoukissyour

girlfriend,youshouldunderstand"

Ilaughagreeingassheburiesherheadonhischest

Naomi:"areyoujealousDad"

Pops:"ImeanIhaven'tgottenevenapeckonthe

cheekinyearsnow,Idon'tmatteranymore"

Shegiggledandkissedherfatheronthecheek

Naomi:"youknowyouaremyfirstloveDad"

Pops:"youbetterlethimknow"

Welaugh

True:"love,youseasonedthismeat?"

Naomi(smilingproudly):"Ididitallbymyself"

True:"itlooksverywellseasoned,welldone

sthandwasam"



Naomi:"youcancallmechefYomi"

True:"okaynowchefYomithisistheclosestyou've

gottentocookinganykindofmeatsoslowyour

row"

WelaughasIgetflashbacksofherterriblecooking

daysandthemorningwefirstmetwhenshetried

makingbreakfast.Theworstbreakfastofmylife.

Naomi:"comeon,Youjusthaven'tseenthebestof

whatIcando,Zekecantestify,rightZeke?"

Me:"GordonRamsaywho?Yomiistherealdeal"

WehighfiveandTruerollshiseyes

True:"yeahright"

Wewereallenjoyingthefoodwhileengagingin

conversation.Thechildrenweretalkingloudlyas

wealltalkedabouttheirscandalstheygetuptoand

howthey'veonceembarrassedusinpubliconcein

awhileinpublicwhentheconversationshiftedto

reminiscingaboutthepast,sharinggoodmemories.

Forthefirsttimeinforever,IfeltlikeIbelong,



nothingwasforced,itwassoeasyandIrealized

howfareachandeveryoneofusinthistablewould

goforoneanother.Iwaspartofit.Afamily.

.

.

.

NAOMI

.

.

.

Me:"thefamilywasreunitedagainandtheyalllived

happilyeverafter,theend"

Wekissedtheirforeheadsbeforeslowlywalkingout

thethierbedroom.

Me(sighs):"phew!Thatwasthelastofthem"

True:"finally,thisiswaybetterthandoingitalone"

Hesayspullingmeintohisarms,Iwrapmyarms

aroundhisneck



Me:"teamworkmakesthedreamwork"

True:"Iloveyou"

Weshareakissrightoutsidethequadsroom.I

breakitandgazeuponhiseyes.

Me:"Iloveyoumore"

True:"tothegraveandback"

Me:"toheavenandback"

Afteralongnightoftalkingandcatchingup,Stella

decidedtosleepoverbecauseshewaswaytoo

drunk.It'sapityAndrewlongwentbacktotheUK,

hewasonlyhereforafewdaysandwentback

whenthingsstartedgettinghardtogivemyfamily

andIspace,Ibadlywantedtoshowhimaround,but

IguessnowthatitseemslikeI'mbetter,hecan

comeagainnextholidays.

TodayIatelikeI'venevereateninmonths,whichis

true,Ihaven'teatendecentlyinmonthsbutnowI

ateandIenjoyedmyfoodpainlessly.Ishowedmy



appreciationtoZeketodayandIgothimabest

friendbraceletthathadacutemessageofhow

muchIlovedhimencryptedonit.

Weretiredtobed.Todaywasbetterthanjusta

betterday,todaywasagreatday,anamazingday,a

beautifulday.Igottoenjoymywholefamilytothe

fullestwithoutanyrestrictions.Todaywasahappy

day,I'llforevercherishthisday.Butrightnow,I

wantedtocherishmyman...ohImeanHusband,my

husband,I'vebeencallinghimthatalldaysincelast

nightandhimhiswife.We'vereallybeenrubbingit

oneverybodyfacethroughoutthedinner.

IthinktomorrowI'llhavetogetbacktosocialmedia

andupdateeveryonewhat'sbeenhappening,I've

lostpartnershipsanddealsforgoingMIAandit's

timeIcomeoutofmyshell,IknowI'msafenow,as

longasIhavemyveryclosefamilyandfriendsby

mysideIcansurviveanything.

Hope.Maybethereishopeafterall.



Truehasbeenteasingmeallnight,whisperingdirty

thingsinmyearofwhathe'ddotomelater.Bythe

timewegottothebedroomwhenIthoughtthe

nightcouldn'tgetanylonger,hedecidedwegotake

ashowerfirst,andhecontinuedtotorturemein

there,washingmybackandeverypartofme,

stimulatingmewithnosatisfaction.

Wefinallygottothebedroomwherewelotioned

eachotherinmylittlewalkincloset,touchingevery

partofhim,eventheveryhardparts.Hiseyeshalf

closedasifhewashighondrugslookingatmeas

thoughhewasaliondroolingoveritsprey.Iwas

drenchedandcouldn'tcontainmyselfanymoreasI

wrappedmyarmsaroundhisneck.

Hepickedmeupandheldmeashetookmeupto

ourbedroom,gentlylayingmeonourbedwhilehe

continuedwithhisintensepassionatekisses.I

couldsmelltheaftershaveonhisbeardfromthis

morning.Thefeelingofhispricklybeardbrushing



myneckonlymademewanthimevenmore.Slowly

hekissedmyneckdowntomystomachbefore

pullingmebymylegsuptohisface.

"Mmmm..."Imoanedgently.

Icouldfeelthevibrationsofhisvoiceonmyclitas

hegroanedwitheverysuckle.Heusedonehandto

spreadmeapartandhismouthtoteaseme,while

heslippedtwofingersintomypussyandpressed

repeatedlyonmygspot.Icouldn'thelpbutletout

lightsharpbreathswitheverystrokeofhisfingers.

LittlebylittleIcouldfeelmyjuicesrunningdown

mycuntdrippingontothebed.Hepulledhisface

awayandusedhisfingerswithharderstrokesthan

before,untilIcouldn'tholditinanymoreandmade

amessofhisfaceandourbed.

Hecameuptome,kissedmeandpulledoffhis

clothes.Icouldn'thelpbutnoticehowhardhewas

andalsodidhegrowbiggerduringtheyears?



Becausedamn.Iranmyfingersfromhisballsto

theheadofhiscockonlytonoticethathewas

drippingalittle.Irubbeditin,lookedupathimand

lickeditoffofmyfingers,neverwantingtowastea

drop.

Heteasedmeabit,grindinghishardcockupand

downmycunt,soakinghimselfwithmymess.Iwas

drooling.Ilovethewayhiscockfeelswhenhe's

fillingmeup.

"Oooohhhhfuckyes",hemutteredasheslidin

slowly.

True:"Youalwaysfeelsofuckinggood,baby."

Heputhisfingersbackinmymouthalmostasifto

mufflemymoanswhileheslidindeeperuntilhe

couldn'tgoinanymore.Heliftedmylegsupover

hisshoulders,huggingthemwithhisarmand

lookedatmeasheslidinandout.Slowlyatfirst,



graduallybuildinguppace.Iwasalreadysoclose

fromthewayheusedhishandswithme.IknewI

wasn'tgoingtolastlong.

Heputmylegsdownandleanedinagainstme,

pressinghissweatybodyagainstme,hisfaceinmy

neckwithlightbreathsinmyear.Icouldfeel

intensepressurebuildinginsideme.

Me:"I'mgonnacum,I'mgonnacum!"

Igushedandthrobbedalloverhiscockashetried

tostayinsideme.Ididn'twanthimtoletmepush

himout.Hegrabbedthebackofmyneckandpulled

inascloseandasdeepashecoulduntilmy

convulsionsstopped.Hegrabbedmybreastfirmly

withalightslapbehinditandsuckedonmynipple

whilehecontinuedfuckingme.Shovinghiscockin

andoutwhileplayingwithmysensitivenipples,I

couldn'thelpbuttolethimknowhowgoodhefelt.

Mymoanswereloudandpersistent,andIwanted



himtocumdesperately.

"Justlikethat,baby,justlikethat.You'resogoodto

me.Fuck--youfeelsogood."Hecontinued.

"Cumforme,daddy."Iwhisperedinhisear.

Almostinstantly,heletoutadeeplonggroanandI

felthiscockthrobbinginmypussy.Hekeptonwith

hisstrokesuntilhewasempty,pullingoutslowly

enoughtowatchhiscumdripfromme.

Hecameupandkissedmeontheforehead.

True:"Comeon,baby.Let'sgetyoucleanedup.It's

timeforbed"

IwasexhaustedwehadalongdaytodayandI

switchedonmyBiPAPasIwasrunningoutof

breathandfailedtocalmdownonmyownasmy

heartwasracingabnormally.Iputmymaskonand



itfilledmewithoxygenasIcalmeddown.

True:"youokay?I'msorryifIwastoorough"

Itakeoffthemasktoreplyhim

Me:"I'mfinelove,youwereperfect"

Hewipedusbothupandwecuddledinour

nakedness.IthoughtIwouldinstantlypassoutas

usualbutwetalked.AndI'dcasuallyputmymask

on.

Wetalkedallnightaboutourfutureandhowmuch

welovedeachother.

MyspiritwasatpeaceIjustknewIwasgoingto

havethemostpeacefulsleepfreefromallthepain

andsuffering,noonewasgoingtobedwithtears

tonight.

Me:"thankyouforlovingmeTrue,Ipromise,I'll

neverstoplovingyou,Iwishtherewasanother

worddeeperthanlovetotellyouhowIreallyfeel,

thewordlovemakesitseemlikesomethingso

common,butit'snot,it'sdeeperthanthat.Iloveyou

sodeeplyTrueMaseko"



Me:"I'llneverstoplovingyoumore"

.

.

.

TRUE

.

.

.

Wewereatthisbeautifulplace,itlookedlikethesky

asithadcloudsbutwewerenotonaplanewewere

walkingontheclouds.Handinhand.Itwasso

peacefulhere,wewerewalkinginsilenceasIpulled

herclosertomeandweheardlaughter,cute

laughteroflittlekidsaheadofus,itwasourcrewas

theywereplayingandchasingeachother.

Me:"Ilovethisplace"

Myvoiceechoed

Naomi:"metoo,Iloveit"



Me:"weshouldprobablygohomebeforethese

cloudsdropus,it'snotsafehere"

Naomi:"yougo,I'llstayhere"

Me:"No,younotstayinghere,let'sgo"

Naomi:"okayletmecallthekidsthen"

Wecalledthekidsandtheyracedtous

Weallwalkedhandinhanddownastepofclouds,

whenIlookedbesideme,shewasn'tthere.Ilooked

backupintheskyandshewavedatme

Naomi:"IloveyouTrue,takecareofourfamily,I'll

alwaysloveyou,totheheavenandback"

ShedisappearedandIscreamedmyheartoutasI

triedtogobackupbutthestairsdisappearedand

wewerefarfromthesky.

Myheartbrokeintoamillionpeacesasthepain

chokedme.

***

Iwokeuppanting,myheartracingandstillfeeling

theheartbreakfromthedream.



Ilookedbesidemetofindmywifesleeping

peacefullybymysideinmyarmswithheronearm

aroundme.Isighedinrelief.That'swasoneweird

dream.Iinternallyprayeditdoesn'tcometrue.

IwaspressedsoImovedherarmgentlyandgotup

wearingmysweatpantsandheadedouttothe

bathroom.IbumpedintoherDadandhesquinthis

eyesatme,shit,Ihopehedidn'thearanythingfrom

lastnight,fromthewayhe'slookingatme,he

probablydid,Naomiisveryloud.Fuck.Thisis

embarrassing.NowIwishshehadabathroomin

herbedroom.

Me:"goodmorning,Pops"

Him:"don'tPopsme,Ihopeyoudidn'tknockmy

daughterupagain,sheneedsabreak,thesekids

arealreadywaytoomuch"

Me:"I'msorryyouheardthat"

Him:"heardwhat?SickIdidn'thearanything...butI



knowwhathappenedfromtheenergyandthemood

youinsoearly"

Ifacepalmdrowninginembarrassment

Hewalksaway.

Ihitmyforeheadandcontinuetothebathroomto

takealongleak.

Iwalkbackinthebedroomandgetbackinthebed

naked.Ihadthemorningbonerandherbeingnaked

besidemedidn'thelp.Iwantedtowakeherupwith

dickinsideherbutIdecidedagainstitasIkissed

heralloverthefaceinhopesofwakingherup,she

lovesbeingwokenuplikethat.

Shedidn'tbudge,Ibrushedherarmskissingher

lipsthenhercheekandwhisperinginherear

Me:"wakeupMaNgcamane"(clanname)

Shedidn'tflinch.That'mwasunlikeher,she'snot

thatmuchofadeepsleeper.ButIguesssinceit

washerfirstpainlesssleepinmonthsshewas

exhausted.



Iplacedmyforeheadonhers,herbreathwasn't

hittingagainstme,Iputmyfingeronhernoseand

nothingwascomingout

MyheartjumpedoffmychestasIsatupshaking

her

Me:"Naomi!Wakeup...love?Love,wakeup,hey,

heywakeup...

Shewasn'tbreathing,myGodshewasn'tbreathing.

Igotupandtriedtomakehersitup,butshe

wouldn'twakeup

Me:"ohmyGod...no...nothisisnothappening...no,

wakeup!!Naaoooomi!!Wakeup!!!Wakeup!!!...

Iwasscreamingathertowakeupbutshedidn't,

shedidn'twakeup

ThedoorflungopenasherfatherandZekecame

runningin

Me(crying):"she'snotwakingup...she'snotwaking

up...Naomiwakeup!Pleasewakeupmylove,just

onelasttimeplease...pleasejustoncemore,wake

upbaby,please...justonemoretime....



"Herpulseisstilltherebutweak,weneedtogether

tothehospital...

Iwascryinghystericallyholdingontoherwithmy

headontopofhersilentstillchestaseverything

wentblank.

.

.

.

********

Toheavenandback

********

Tobecontinued
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Werushedhertothehospital.Sheopenedhereyes

onourwayhere,sotherewashopethatshewas

goingtobefine.Shedidn'ttakeherdrugsforpain

todaybecauseshedidn'tfeelany,it'sprobablywhy,

justcauseshedidn'tfeelanypainanymoredidn't

meannothingwashappeninganymore.

Thedoctorswereattendingtoherandmadeuswait

bythewaitingarea.Truewasamess,wefoundhim

nakedintheroomholdingherandbeggingherto

wakeup,hedidn'tevenrealizehewasnakeduntilI

gavehimhisclothesandhedressedNaomiupas

wellbeforerushingherhere.



It'sbeentwohoursnowandnofeedbackyet.

True:"Ikilledher,Ishould'vetakeniteasylastnight,

wegotcarriedaway,thepainnotbeingthere

blindedusfromseeingthatshe'sstillsufferingon

theinside"

Me:"youdidn'tkillherman,she'snotdead,shejust

needshermedicationthat'sall"

True:"IhopeyourightbecauseIstillhavealotto

say,westillhavealottodo...she...

Hisvoicebrokeashesatdownwithhischest

heavingheavily

Pops:"calmdownTrue...weallscared,let'shopefor

thebest"

Itwentsilent.

Thedoctorcametowardsusandweallstoodtoour

feetanxiously.

Doctor:"wetriedourbestbutherlungshavenow



totallydeteriorated,herhearthasnotbeensupplied

withmuchneededoxygenandit'sgivinguponher,

shedoesn'thavemuchtimeleft,butsheisawake,

youcangoseeher,wenotsureforhowlong,so

pleaseusethistimegracefully"

Pops:"younotsurehowmuchtime?Coulditbea

dayortwo?"

Doctor:"muchless,maybeafewmorehours"

*Longsilence*

Thedoctorleavesusinherwardaswesurrounded

herbed.

MythroatwasdryandblockedasIfoundithardto

swallowtheinvisibleballthatwaschokingme.The

daggersinmyheartsankdeeperasIcouldfeelmy

heartbleeding.Floodsofwaterrandownmyface

beforeIcouldeventhinkaboutholdingthemback

asIsankintomykneeswhenmylegscouldn'thold

meupanymore.

We'veallbeenwaitingforthisdaybutwealsohave



beendreadingit,somewheredeepdownwehoped

foramiraclebutitdidn'tcome,therewasno

miraclecoming,therewasnothinganyonecoulddo.

Ithoughtmymother'sdeathhadmebutthis,Idon't

knowifIcantakeit,thiswouldbeaverygreatloss

andIknowapartofmewillgowithher.Ididn't

wanthertogo.I'veranoutofideas,Itried,Itried

everything,wealldidbutnothingworked,noteven

True'sunconditionalloveforher.Thiswasit.We

hadtosayourfinalgoodbyesbeforeshetakesher

finalbreath.

"Zeke...p-p-plea-sedon'tcry"

Ilookupatherasshelookedatmedesperateto

seemenotcry.

Itriedtopickmyselfupbutthepainsuppressedme.

Popsheldmyhandandhelpedmeupaswestood

besideherbed.

Me:"pleaseDon'tgoBambi...pleaseholdon"

Naomi(crying):"I'mtrying...Id-dontwannago...I

don't...



ShestretchedherhandouttometoholdandIheld

it

Naomi:"I'mgladthatourpathsmet,thankyoufor

everything,youhavebeenonethebestexperiences

ofmylife,Iloveyou,please....pleaseneverstop

beingyou,mykids...continueshowingyourlove

formethroughmykids,please,they'llneedan

unclelikeyou,Iknowyou'llbemorethanjustan

uncle,you'llbetheirGodfather,wehadreallygood

times,thefirstdaywemetwillalwaysremainone

ofmyfavoritedays,I'msorryforallthepainI've

causedyou,itwasneverintentional...takecareof

yourself,pleaseliveyourlifetothefullestforme,do

thethingsIdidn'tgettodo,alwayscherish,forgive,

giveandreceivethelovethatIwasted...(glancesat

Truethenbackatme)...don'twasteanytimeon

angerandgrudge,don'tletpridecomebetweenyou

andtheloveofyourlifebecauseyou'llneverknow

ifthatwillbethelasttimeyouseethem.Always

rememberthat,nomatterhowlongyoulive,when

youstillhavealotoflovetogive,lifewillalwaysbe

tooshort"



Iwasnowcryingnonstopasherwordsshotright

throughmychestintoaverysafedeepspotinmy

heartandIknewI'llneverforgetthesewords,I'll

alwaysrememberthem,wordforword.

.

.

.

RAYMOND(Naomi'sDad)

.

.

.

AtthispointIhadconcludedthatmylifewas

cursed.

Standingbesideherdeathbedallthesemonthsup

untiltodayandnotbeingabletodoanythingabout

it.History.Painfulunwantedhistoryrepeatingitself.

Takingawaytheloveofmylife,onceagain,the

sameway.Theonlythingclosetomysoulmate,the



reminderofmylatewife,myfirstborn,myfirstlove,

slippingawayfrommeonceagain.Howunlucky

couldonepersonbe.

Sheturnedtolookatmewithtearsinhereyes.She

couldfeelit,thisisexactlyhowithappenedwithher

mother,Idon'tknowifI'lleverrecoverfromthis.No

parentshouldburytheirchild,ifonlyIcouldgive

hermylife,mylungs,myheartanythingsheneeds

forhertoliveI'ddoitinasplitsecond.

Naomi:"Dad"

Me:"yesmybaby"

Naomi:"itwasn'teasyforyou..butyoudid

exceptionallywellraisingagirlonyourown,wehad

ourstruggles,butourloveforeachotherrose

higherthanthemistakes,tome,you'llalwaysbemy

hero,myfirstlove,youdidn'tfailmedaddy,thisis

notyourfault,youarethebestgirldadanygirl

couldeveraskfor,knowthatI'mnotinpain,I'mnot

scaredthatI'mdying,I'matpeacewithit,I'llfinally

bereunitedwithmomagain,I'lltellheryousaidhi

andhowmuchyoumissandloveher,I'lltellher



howsorryyouare,I'lltellheraboutourlifetogether,

andIknowsomedayyou'lljoinustooandwe'llbea

familyagain,butfornow,pleasegrowoldand

greyerandgrandadyourgrandchildren....Iloveyou

Dad,somuch"

Sheputsheroxygenmaskonandcloseshereyes,

Trueplaceshishandonherchestandsheopens

hereyeslookingathimashebecomesabitatease.

Me:"Iloveyoumyhoneymustard,Iwishroleswere

switchedandIwastheoneonthatbed,notyou"

Sheshakesherhead

IbendoverforahugasIholdherforawhilewith

herarmovermegentlyrubbingmyback.Iplacea

peckonhercheekandsheremoveshermaskand

kissesmycheek.Ibreakdownrealizingthatwas

thelastpeckI'llevergetfromher.

Afterawhiletherewassilenceasshejustlaidthere

tryingtosavoirherbreath

Naomi:"canItalktoTrue"

Ihuggedheronelasttime



Naomi:"pleasebringthekids"

Me:"yousure?"

Naomi:"theydeservetoknow,theydeservea

goodbye"

Tearsstungmepainfullyrunningdownmyface,it

feltlikedejaVu,hermotheralsowantedherbyher

sideonherlastnight.

Me:"okay...

Zekehuggedheraswellbeforemakingourwayout

leavingthemtogether.

Icouldn'tstopmytearsassoonasIsteppedout

andsatonthebenchcrying

.

.

.

TRUE

.

.



.

Wewerealoneastheroomfellsilentforquitea

while.

MytearswerejustfallingsilentlynowandIdidn't

bothertryingtostopthembecauseitwasuseless.

Naomi:"I'msorryforbreakingmypromiseabout

neverleavingyounomatterwhat"

Me:......

Naomi:"I...Ihavevoicerecordingsinvoice

recordingsdevices,forthekidstheylabeledon

whichonesiswho's,insidemypillowcase,a

messageforeachbirthdayfromthisyearuntiltheir

twentyfifthbirthday...Ithinktheywould'vehealed

andlongmovedonfromthenmaybewitha

wonderfulstepmomtoo....ithasalltheadvicesI

thoughttheymightneed,aguidelinetolife...there's

alsooneforyou,Iknowraisinggirlswon'tbeeasyif

ithappensyouhaven'tfoundagoodwomanbythe

timetheystartpuberty,Ilefteverythingyou'llneed

toknow....(breathsweaklyinthemaskbeforetaking

out)pleasewhenyoudomoveon,pleasemake



sureshe'snotjustgoodenoughforyoubutalso

goodenoughforourkids,don'teverletthemsuffer

inthehandsofastepmother,dadneverboughtany

womaninmylifeuntilIhadgonetovarsity,Iwish

thesameforourkidssotheycanmoveoutifthings

getuncomfortable....butIknowyou,you'llalways

putthemfirst,Idon'tdoubtyou'llbeagoodfather"

Shewentsilentwithhereyesclosedandhermask

on.Myheartbeatingabnormally,IfeltlikeIwas

abouttopassoutagain.

Me:"love?"

Shesqueezedmyhandtoletmeknowshewasstill

here,Isighed.

Me:"I'lltakegoodcareofourkids,noonewillever

comebetweenthemandI....

Ididn'twanttopromisebecauseIwasn'tsurehow

longI'dlivewithouther,Ireallywantedtogowith

hermorethananything,Iwillnotsurvivelosingher



forever,Ibarelysurvivedthethreeyearsapart,nota

daypassedwithoutthinkingaboutsuicide.This,

thiswilldefinitelybreakme,Idon'tknowifI'llbe

strongenoughformykids.WherewillIgetmy

strengthifI'velostmyfaithintheonlysourcethat

providedmethat.God.HeisquietwhenIneedhim

most.

Shefinallygainedbackherstrengthtoremoveher

maskagain

Naomi:"Idon'twanttoleaveyou"

Mytearsstartedalloveragainasmylipstremble

Me:"Idon'twantyoutoleave....Idon'twanttolive

withoutyou"

Naomi(crying):"Idon'twanttodiewithoutyou...

Me:"Iwanttodiewithyou....God,Iwanttodiewith

yousobad"

Naomi:"Iwanttolivewithyou....sobad...

Ibrokedowncryinghystericallyasshecriedwith

myholdinghands



.

.

.

ZEKE

.

.

.

Wecamebackfrompickingthekids,thiswasthe

hardestthingI'veeverhadtodo,tellingthemthat

theirmotherwasinhospitalwasnoteasy,they

weresoinnocentandconfusedbyeverythinggoing

on.

WeknockedbeforewalkinginwhileIwaspushing

twoofthelastBornsintheirpramsandPopswas

pushingtheothertwowhileMatildaandKamva

walkedinfrontofusandreachedtheirmother'sbed

first.

Kamva:"mommyyy!!...

Theytriedtohugherbutthebedwastoohigh.True



helpedthenuponebyonetogentlyhugtheir

motherasthelittleonesgotofftheirpramsaswell

andranuptotheirfatherwhohelpedthemhugtheir

mother.

Naomi:"mybabies,Imissedyou"

Matilda:"wemissyoutoomommy,whenareyou

comingbackhome?"

Myheartjustcouldn'ttakethis,itwaspainfulto

watch

Naomi:"mommyneedstotellyousomething"

Kamva:"whatmommy?"

Shesighsputtinghermaskbackon,itwasgetting

harderandharderforhertotalk.

Shetookoffhermask

Naomi:"mommyhastogosomewhere...

Matilda:"where?...

ShelookedatTrueandhenoddedassuringheras

heheldherhand

Naomi:"youknowwhereGodstays?"



Matilda:"yes,inheaven"

Naomi:"I'mgoingtostaywithhim,inheaven"

Kamva:"butyouhavetodiefirst,onlywhenyoudie

yougotoheaven,that'swhattheteachersinschool

sayinbiblestudy"

Iguesstheyattendchristianschools,I'mnot

surprised,IknowTrueisabeliever.

Naomi:"yourightbaby,Ihavetogostaywithhim

now,becausethemedicineisnotworkingfor

mommyanymore,thefluewon'tgoaway,it'savery

strongflue"

Matilda(tearfully):"yougoingtodie?"

Kamva(tearfully):"no,don'tdiemommy"

Naomi(whispersbetweenhertears):"Ican'tdo

this....

Sheturnsherheadawayfromthembreakingdown

True:"shecan'tstayhereanymore,herpainistoo

much,ifshegoestoheaven,allherpainswillgo

away,shewillgetbetterandbehealed,shewilllook

overusallthetime,she'llalwaysbewithus,wejust



won'tseeher,we'llprayandtalktoherwheneverwe

missher,she'llalwaysbelisteningtouseven

thoughwecan'thearhershewillalwayslistenand

lookafterus"

Matilda:"likeanangel?"

True:"yes,she'llbeourangel"

Kamva(crying):"butwewillneverseeyouagain

mommy?"

True:"wewillseeheronedaywhenit'sourturnto

gotoheaven,butyoucanonlygoifGodcallsyou,

Godiscallingmommy,onedayhe'llcallus,oneby

onebutsomedaywe'llallbecalled,butyouhaveto

growupfirstandfinishschool,work,andenjoylife

andtravelandhavefunandliveagoodlonglife

firstthenGodwillcallsomeday,butrightnowhe's

callingmommyandwehavetosaygoodbyetoher

andgiveheralotoflovebeforeshegoes"

Theybothhugheremotionallyandunexpectedly

Matildaburstsintotearscryinghystericallyand

Kamvadoesn'tholdbackashecriestoo.Naomiis

alsocryingholdingthemandTrueisalsoamess



holdingthetwolittleones.

Icovermyfacesilentlycryingaspainchokedmy

throatmakingithardtoswallow.Thelittleonesgo

hugtheirmommyaswellandtheyallgrouphug.

Popscouldn'ttakeitanymoreashewalkedout

crying.

Isatdownbesideherbedasitwasjustsoundsof

cries.

Afterawhileeveryonehadcalmeddownasthekids

werenowtellingtheirmomotherstoriesandthe

moodlightenedupandwewerelaughing.

.

.

.

TRUE

.

.

.

Thedaywasgoingbyfastandthekidsweresent



homewhenNaomifellasleep.

ZekeandRaymondweregoneaswell.Itwasjust

me,Irefusedtoleavehersideasweweresharing

herbed,shehadherarmsoverme.

ShekeptwakingupeverytimeIwokeherupevery

fiveminutes,tocheckonher,butshe'dassureme

thatshe'sfine.Iappreciatehowshewasholdingon

eventhoughherbodywasgivinguponherand

she'dtellme"Ifeelmybodygivingup,butI'llhold

onabitlongerforyou"shewassuffering,forme.I

didn'twanttoletgoyet.

ItwasquietasIkeptkissingherforeheadIfelther

wakingupfromhershortnapagain

Me:"youstillwithmelove?"

Naomi(weakly):"I'mstillhere"

Isighinreliefforthehundredthtime

Iwastrying,thinkingaboutthekids,butnomatter

howhardItried,Istillcouldn'timagineafuture



withouther,mymindwouldjustgoblank.

Naomi:"it'ssoquiet,pleaseplayasongonyour

phone"

Itookmyphonefrommypocket

Me:"whichone"

ShelooksupatmeandIgetthechancetopeckher

cheek.

Naomi:"Beyonce,Diewithyou"

MyheartsinksandIsearchforitonYouTubeand

playit,myphoneisloudenoughasIputitbetween

usandthesongplayspiercingrightthroughmy

heartasitfeltlikethiswashergoodbye.

ItwasbreakingmyheartasIheldontoherwith

tearsinmyeyes.

Naomi:"IloveyouTrue,toheavenandbeyond"

Me(breakingvoice):"Ilovemore....I..Iloveyoumuch

muchmore..."

Shetooktheheartpendantofhernecklacecloseto

mineandIlockedthemtogether.



Idon'thaveareasontocry

AndIhaveeveryreasontosmile

AndIdon'thaveareasontolie

Whenyou'realreadyreadingmymind

AndIdon'thaveareasontobe,ifIcan'tbewithyou

AndIdon'tneedairinmylungs,ifIcan'tsingyour

song

No,Idon'tneedhandsifIdon'tgettokeepyou

warm

AndIdon'treallyneedmyself,ifIdon'tneedyou

****Flashback******

Me:"thisismegivingyoumyheartasbrokenasit

maylook,andaskingthatyougivemeyoursas

brokenasitlooks,sothatwhenwegettogether,

andclipthemtogetherthey'llmakeawhole,two



halvesmakeawhole,andyourheartwithmyheart

makeonesoul...icannotcontinuelivingwithoutyou,

pleaseacceptmyheart"

*********EndofFlashback*****

CausedarlingIwakeupjusttosleepwithyou

IopenmyeyessoIcouldseewithyou

AndIlivesoIcandiewithyou

AndIdon'treallyneedthesefingers,ifIdon'tgetto

touchyourspine

WellIdon'tneedtheselegs,ifIain'twalkingbyyour

side

AndIdon'treallyneedtobeifIcan'tbewith

you....

Themachineswentoffasshewasn'tbreathing

anymore,tearscontinuedstreamingdownmyface

asIheldhertightly,myheartrippingintoamillion

unrepairablepieces,ourheartstringsthathave



alwaysbeenattachedrippedapartandIfeltapart

ofmedieasacoldbreezeenteredtheroom.

Thiswasit,thiswastheendofourlovestory,I

couldn'tbreathasIfeltthegaggercutrightthrough

myfleshandstruggledtogetanyoxygen....

Me(heartwrenchingcry):"Nooooooooooo....

please....GodNooo...wakeupmylove,wakeup.....

Isawdoctorsrushinginasthetriedpushingme

awayfromherbutIheldhertighternotlettinggo

"RushhimtotheERhe'shavingaheartattack!!"

(Faintvoices)"Timeofdeath...17:30pm...

CausedarlingIwakeupjusttosleepwithyou

IopenmyeyessoIcouldseewithyou

AndIlivesoIcandiewithyou

'CausedarlingIwakeupjusttosleepwithyou

IopenmyeyessoIcanseewithyou

AndIlivesoIcan,IlivesoIcan



IlivesoIcan

Diewithyou

.

.

.

THEEND

*******

Deathleavesaheartachenoonecanheal,Love

leavesmemoriesnoonecansteal

*******


