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Introduction

Shewalkedbythebeachside.

Holdinghersandalsinherhands,

shewantedtofeelthesandbetween

hertoes.Shehadgrownsothinin

thehandsoftheoneshecalleda

husband.



Itwasasunnydayandpeoplewere

havingsomuchfun.Shewas

surroundedbyhappyfamiliesand

happycouples.Bythelookonher

faceshefeltsounlucky.Asshewas

walkinganoldcouplecaughther

attentionshestoodthereadmiring

them.Theywerewalkingslowly

towardsthewater.Theygotintothe

waterandtheystartedtosplash

waterateachother.Theylookedso

happydespitetheirage.Afaintsmile

appearedonherfaceandshe

continuedwalkingslowly.

Theseabreezehitherskinandshe



exhaled.Sheclosedhereyesasthe

pasteventscamevividlyinher

imagination.Atearescapedher

eye.Shequicklywipedthetearand

toldherselfthatherpastwillnothold

herprisoner.

Insert1

Istoodinfrontofourbrokenmirror

onthewall.Icombedmyshortafro

andtooka100mlbottleofvaseline

whichwasalmostfinished.Ihadto

pressmyfingeratallthecornersof

thebottletogetthepetroleum jelly.I



applieditonmydryskin.Wheniwas

doneitookmyoneandonlywornout

pant,iworeitandithadaholeonthe

leftbum cheek.Iworemyblackskirt

whichwaschangingtoabrownish

colorandanoversizedcream blouse

whichbelongedtomymother.I

tuckeditinsidetheskirtandiputon

myblackpumps.Iappliedvaseline

onmylips.

"Tanya,"shecalledmewithherlow

voice.Iturnedandlookedather.

Me:yesmama



***shewaslyingonthebedlooking

atmewithasmileonherface.***

Mom:youaregoingtogetthisjob

mydaughter.Comeletspray

***iwalkedtothebedjumpingover

mysiblingswhoweresleepingonthe

floor.Isatbesideherandsheheld

myhand.***

Mom:GodofMoses,Godof

Abraham,GodofIsaac,Godof

ShadreckMisheckandAbednigo.I

putTanyaradzwayourdaughterin

yourhands.Youknewherlifeand



destinybeforeshewasborn.We

comeinyourpresencethismorning

pleadingwithyoutoguideherasshe

isembarkingonajourneytothebig

cityforajobinterview.Weput

everythinginyourhands......

****sheremainedquiteforawhile.It

wasnowhardforhertotalkfora

longtime.Mymother'shealthwas

deterioratingeverypassingday.I

openedmyeyesandlookedather.

Shewascrying.

Me:Amen.Sssshdon'tcrymama

everythingisgoingtobefine



***atearescapedmyeyeandi

quicklywipeditaway.Sheputher

handunderthepillowandtookaten

dollarnote,handedittome.

Mom:thisistheonlymoneyleftin

thehouse.Useitforyourtransport

andbuyyourselfsomethingtoeat.

Whenyougettothecityifyoufeel

likeyouarelostdon'thesitatetoask

fordirections.Don'taskanyone,there

arewomenwhositsonthestreets

selling.Theycanhelpyou.

Me:okma.Butletmechangethe



clothyouarewearingbeforeigo

***isaidthatstandingup.Mama

couldn'tgotothetoiletonherownso

weusedaclothwhichworkedasa

diaperatnight****

Mom:noTanyaidon'twantyoutobe

late.Yourlittlesisterwillhelpme

bathwhenshewakesup.

Me:okmama

***myheartwasbreakingitwasn't

easytoseemymotherinthat

situation.Butihadtobestrongfor

herandmysiblings.Itookmysatchel



andcheckedforthefifthtimeifmy

ordinaryandadvancedlevel

certificateswhereinside.Iwalkedto

thedoor.****

Mom:takecareofyourself.

Me:okbyema

***iwalkedoutandiclosedthedoor.

Iwalkedabout15stepsandi

stopped.Iturnedaround,ilookedat

ourtwohuts.Thegrasswhichwas

usedforroofingwasalreadyfalling

off.Wesleptintheotheroneandthe

otheronewasthekitchen.Therewas



achickenrunattheleftside.There

were3chickensinside.Wegotthem

aspaymentforworkinginpeople's

fields.Therewasatoiletbehindthe

hutsandithadbigcracks.Which

showedthatitcanfallanytime.There

wasawashinglineinfrontthehuts.

Mylittlebrother'sschoolshortwas

onthewashingline.Ithadthree

patches.Iwasstartledbyourdog

barkingrunningtowardsthegate.I

turnedaroundandisawSekai's

motherwalkingtowardsme.Iquickly

wipedawaymytears

Me:morningma



***igreetedherwithahandshake.

Shewasholdingaplasticbagwith

differentfoodstuffsinside***

Sekai'sma:morningmydaughter.Is

everythingok?Whereareyougoing

soearlyinthemorning?

Me:I'm goingtoHararemama.Iwas

calledforajobinterviewata

constructioncompanyfora

receptionistpost

***shesmiledlookingupinthe

sky***



Sekai'sma:itoldyouthatourGodis

faithfulmydaughter.Youaregoing

tonailit.Alliswell.Iwishyouallthe

best

***shesaidthathuggingme***

Me:thankyouma.

Sekai'sma:howisyourmom today?

Me:nochangeitsstillthesame

Sekai'sma:shewillbefineletmego

andseeher.



Me:okmaletmegetgoing

Sekai'sma:walkfastersothatyou

cangetabusitischeaper

Me:ok

***iwalkedtothebusstop.There

wasaanoldwomanandayoung

manwaitingforthebusaswell.I

tookmywatchfrom mybag,ithad

onebelt.Icheckedthetime.Itwas

06:54.



Thebuscameaftertenminutesandi

wenttositattheback.Ipaidmybus

fareandilookedoutsidethewindow

thinkingaboutmylife.

Ineverknewmyfatherhediedwhen

iwasonlytwoyearsold.Mom said

hewasbittenbyasnakeandhe

diedafewhourslaterbecausehe

didn'tgetmedicalattentionontime.

Theywerebothworkingatafarm

andwewerechasedaway3years

laterbytheforemanbecausemom

refusedtosleepwithhim.Wewentto

Maronderaandmom gotajobasa

storekeeperandwewerestayingin



theroom behindtheshop.Westayed

therefortwoyearsandmom got

marriedagain.Wemovedto

Domboshava.Mystepfathertreated

melikehisown.Hewasabuilder.

Mom gavebirthtotwins,mysiblings

TafaraandTariro.Wewerenotrich

butmystepdadmadesurethatwe

didn'tsleeponemptystomachs.He

paidourschoolfeesontime.A

horrificincidenttookplacewheni

wasinform 3.Mystepdadwas

buildingourneighbour'shouseand

hefellfrom therooftopandbroke

hisback.Hediedafteraweek

becausetheinjuriesweresevere.We



wereallleftdevastated.Things

startedtochangeslowly.Mom was

nowworkinginpeople'sfieldssothat

wecanhavefoodonthetable.We

wereluckythatwegotabursaryfrom

thegovernmentandifinishedmy

highschoolwithflyingcolours.Ihad

14pointsbutididn'tmanageto

furthermystudiesbecausetherewas

nomoney.Iwasnow21yearsold

andthetwinswere13doingtheir

form 1.Someonepokedmybony

shoulderdisturbingmythoughts.It

wasthebusconductor

Him:ticket



****ihandedittohim,hewrote

somethingandhegaveitbacktome.

Ilookedoutsidethewindowand

thereweretallbuildingseverywhere.I

knewthatwewereinHarare.I

startedtopanicbecauseitwasmy

firsttime.Istartedtothinkofthe

storiesiheardaboutthethievesand

robbers.Iheldmysatcheltighter.

Thebusstopped

"thisisfourthbusrank.From here

wearegoingtoMbare!!!"Heshouted.

Igotoffthebuswithother

passengers.Iwalkedtoawoman

whowassellingairtime



Her:buddie,easycall

****shesaidthatwavingtheairtime

cards****

Me:nomaiwanttogotoMsasabuti

don'tknowwhereicangetthebuses

from

***shesmiled***

Her:rightthereandthatoneis

almostfull

***shesaidthatpointingatawhite

minibuswhichwaswritten



NDEZVASHEonthesides.Ithanked

herandiwalkedthere.Iboardedthe

bus.Infewminutesitwasfullandit

startedmoving.Itoldthedriver

whereiwasgoing.Irelaxedbecause

hetoldmethathewasgoingtotell

mewhenwegetthere.

"mysisterthatisAllegiance

Constructioncompanyonourleft,"

thedriversaidthatlookingatme

throughthemirror.Iwassitting

behindhim.Ithankedhim andi

alighted.Iwalkedtothegateand

therewasayoungmanstanding

there.Hewaswearingasecurity



companyuniform.

Me:Goodmorning

Him:morningmysister.Howmayi

helpyou?

***beforeiansweredaverybignice

blackcararrived.Hepushedmeto

thesideandheopenedthegatefast

andhesaluted.Themandriving

raisedhishandsmilingin

acknowledgementandtheman

sittingatthebackdidn'traisehis

head.Hewasbusywithhisphone.



Him:sohowcanihelpyoumysister?

***heaskedwhilstclosingthe

gate***

Me:I'm hereforajobinterview

***helookedatmefrom headtotoe.

Iknewhewaslookingatmyclothes,i

feltsouncomfortable.***

Him:okyoucangotothereception

areatheywillassistyou

***hegavemethedirections.***

Me:thankyou



***iwalkedtothereceptionandi

wastoldtositdown.Therewasa

ladythereaswell***

Me:morningma'am

***shewassowelldressedithought

shewasthereforbusiness***

Her:morning.Areyouhereforan

interview?

***sheaskedmewhilstblinking

repeatedly.Shehadverylongeye

lashes***



Me:yes ma'am

Her:metoo.PleasecallmeSandra

***ilookedatherinawe.Shehad

verylonghairandbeautifulnails.She

waswearingacream dressandblack

highheeledshoes.Therewasablack

leatherhandbagbesideher.Ifeltout

ofplace.

Thatmanwhowasinthecarwalked

in.Hisdriverwaswalkingbehindhim

withabriefcase.Acoloredlady

rushedtohim withacupof

coffee/tea.



Her:Morningsir

***hejustnodhishead.****

Her:youhaveameetingat10with

thecompanylawyer.Attwelveyou

haveameetingwiththeshareholders

andattwoyouhaveameetingwith

theprojectmanageratthesite.......

****hewasjustnoddinghishead.he

waswalkingsofastandshewas

literallyrunningbehindhim.They

walkedtowardstheelevatorandthe

drivergavetheladythebriefcaseand

hewalkedout.



WesatthereforawhileandSandra

wascalledfirst.Shecamebackafter

30minutes.Andtheycalledme

Sandra:theCEOisinthere.Heisvery

cold

**shewhispered.Inodmyheadandi

followedtheladywhocalledoutmy

name.Myheartwasbeatingsofast.I

washoldingmysatchel.***

Endofinsert1



Vee

Hitlikeandcomment

[2/26,10:30]BestHouseMaid:

FollowthislinktojoinmyWhatsApp

group:

https://chat.whatsapp.com/JSYD8Rd

MYDNBSq15H4DShi

SORROWSOFATROPHYWIFE

Vee

+27651452496



Insert2

#Tanya

Ienteredafterknocking.Therewasa

ladyandthemanwhowasinthecar.

Theladysmiledbutthemanfrowned

andijustlostmyconfidence.I

walkedtotheemptychairandistood

there

Lady:youmaytakeasitMiss

Tanyaradzwa



***shehadabeautifulandwarmest

smileever.*

Me:thankyou

***isatdownthemanwaslookingat

meallthiswhile***

Lady:mynameisEveMukaroI'm the

HumanresourceManagerandthisis

ourCEOandownerofAllegiance

constructioncompanyMrMarcus

Moyo.

***ismiled***



Eve:youareveryluckytomeethim in

personheisaverybusyman.

***shesaidthatsmiling.Ilookedat

MrMarcushelookedbored***

Man:enoughwiththechitchatMs

Eveletsgettobusinessidon'thave

thewholeday

***Heleanedonthetableand

lookedatme.***

MrMarcus:okayMisstellusabout

yourself?

****heaskedwithhisdeepvoice.I



clearedmythroat***

Me:I'm 21yearsold.Im apassionate

andgoalorientedperson.Istrivewell

underpressureandicanworkin

teamsandindependent,ihave

excellentcommunicationskil.....

***heraisedhishand***

Him:yeahyeahandicanmultitask

blahblahim tiredofhearingthe

samething.Nextquestion

Eve:letherfinishsir



***hejustlookedatherandshe

lookeddown***

Him:haveyoueverworkedasa

receptionistbefore?

Me:nosir

Him:okletmerephrasethathave

youeverworkedbefore?

Me:nosir

***hechuckled***



Him:sowhyareyouhere?Okhowdo

youknowthatyouhavegood

communicationskills?Youhaven't

workedbefore

***iknewthatifistammeriwas

goingtolookstupidsoigatheredmy

confidence****

Me:everyoneinlifehaveastarting

point.Wecan'tallcomeherewith

fiveortenyearsexperience.I'm

willingtolearnsir?

***isawEvesmiling.***

Him:I'm runningaconstruction



companynotatraininginstitution

Miss.Whodoyouexpecttoteach

you?

***hewasverycold***

Me:ifim notwrongwhensomeoneis

hiredtheygoundertheinduction

processwherebytheyareintroduced

tothecompanyandtoldwhatis

expectedofthem.AndI'm surethere

aresupervisorshere

***iknewthatitwasn'tconvincing

enoughbutishowedhim thatiknew

something****



Him:howmanypointsdidyouhave

atAlevel?

Me:ihad14pointssir

Him:hmm impressive

***ismiled***

Eve:doknowanythingabout

computersMissTanyaradzwa?

***ismiledbecauseididcomputer

literacyatAdvancedlevel***

Me:yesma'am.Iknowalotabout



computers,iknowhowtouse

microsoftword,excel,powerpoint,

internetjusttomentionthefew

***shesmiledandisawMrMarcus

noddinghishead***

Eve:ithinkthat'sallyoucangoand

sitatthereceptionareawewillcall

yousoon

***istoodup***

Me:thankyou

***iwalkedout.Itookadeepbreath

afterclosingdoor.Iwalkedtothe



receptionarea****

Sandra:howwasit?

***shewassocuriousyoknow***

Me:goodiguess

***ishruggedmyshoulders.She

lookedsonervous***

Sandra:ihopeiwillgetthisjob.I

reallyneedit.Myfathergivesme

monthlyallowancebutitsnotenough

youknow.Therearesomethingsi

needtobuymyselflifeniceclothes,



cosmetics,BrazilianandPeruvian

weaves

***ijustnodmyheadsheneededthe

jobtobuyclothes,cosmeticsand

hair.Butineededthejobtofeedmy

motherandsiblingsaswellastaking

mymothertothehospital.Soijust

keptquiet,irealisedthatpeople's

problemsinlifediffer***

Sandra:thereshecomes

***iraisedmyheadisawEvetheHR

managerwalkingtowardsus.***

Eve:beautifulladies



***shesaidthatwithherbeautiful

smile.Westoodup***

Eve:MrMarcuswouldliketotalkto

bothofyou

***wenodourheadsandfollowed

her.Wewalkedinandsatdown****

MrMarcus:firstandforemosti

wouldliketothankyouforcomingto

thisinterview

***myheartstartedbeatingsofast**

MrMarcus:iknowyouwere



expectingustotellyoutogothenwe

willcallyoubutwewantsomeone

whocanstartassoonaspossible.

MsSandrayouknowthat

technologicaladvancementplaysa

pivotalroleintoday'sbusiness.But

youdon'tknowanythingabout

computers.I'm sorrywecan'thire

you.Thankyouagainforhonouring

thisinterview.Evewillshowyouout

***Sandrastoodupandshewalked

outfast.***

MrMarcus:MsTanyaradzwa

congratulationsyougotthejob



***ismiled***

MrMarcus:buthereweneedwell

groomedstaff.Youwillbeworkingat

thereceptionwelcomingourclients

andattendingtotheirenquiriesand

complaints.Youneedtodo

somethingaboutyourdressing.

***ilookeddown"isitevenallowed

tobethisstraightforward",ithought

tomyself****

Eve:wheredoyoustayTanyaradzwa?



Me:inDomboshavama'am

Eve:willyoubecommutingeveryday

becauseherewestartworkat7am

everydayfrom MondaytoFriday.

Punctualityisveryimportantatthis

company

MrMarcus:wehavestaffquarters

behindtheofficesyoucanstayhere

***ithoughtaboutmymother,i

wasn'treadytoleaveherinher

situation.Ifrownedabit***



Eve:doyouhaveanyproblem with

thatTanya?

Me:nomaam itsjustthatmymom is

notfeelingwellandmysiblingsgoto

school.I'm worriedaboutmymother.

Butidon'thaveachoiceireallyneed

thisjob

MrMarcus:great.Nowletstalkabout

yoursalary.Howmuchdoyouwant

ustopayyou?

Me:thatisadifficultquestionsir.I'm

surehaveyoualreadyhavearange



MrMarcus:yeswehavebutwewant

toknowhowmuchyouwantusto

payyou

***ikeptquietforawhile***

Me:300dollarssir

***hechuckled,ithoughtitwastoo

high***

Eve:basingonyourjobdescription

asareceptionistyoursalaryis$650

***ialmostjumpedfrom thechair

andhuggedherbutijustsmiled



widely***

MrMarcus:thefirsttwomonthsare

probationperiodwewillbewatching

yousoclosely.Sopleasedon't

disappointus.

***inodmyhead***

MrMarcus:mymainconcernisyour

dressingyouneedtodosomething

aboutit

***mymooddroppedagain.Ididnt

knowwhathewasexpectingmeto

do***



Eve:isuggestwegiveher$150now

sothatshecanbuysomeclothessir.

MrMarcus:that'ssothoughtfulof

youMsEvebutI'm notrunninga

charityhere

***hewassocoldandsinceisaw

him hedidn'tsmile****

Eve:truesirbutwecandeductthe

moneyfrom herpayendofthe

month



MrMarcus:nowyouaretalking.So

whatdoyousayMiss

Me:itsokwithmesir.Thankyou.

***hecheckedtimeonhiswatchand

hestoodup***

MrMarcus:ihaveameetingin10

minutestime.WelcometoAllegiance

constructioncompany

***heshookmyhandandhelooked

atEvehenodhisheadandwalked

out.Evetookadeepbreath***



Eve:that'sourCEOforyou.Youare

veryluckytodayheisingoodmood

***shewhispered,myeyespopped

open.Ithoughtthatwashisworst***

Eve:TodayisMondayyouare

expectedtoreportatworkon

Wednesdaymorning.That'swhenI'm

goingtointroduceyoutoyour

colleagues.Inthemeantimewecan

gototheAccountsdepartmentso

thattheycangiveyouthemoney.

Sinceyouwillbestayingatthestaff

quartersyouwillbeeatingfrom the

canteensoyoudon'thavetoworry



aboutbuyingfood.Ourcorporate

colorsarenavyblueandwhite.So

whenyouarebuyingyourclothes

makesurethattheyareblueand

white.

Me:iwantedtobuytheclothestoday

butitsmyfirsttimetobeinHarare

Ma'am idon'tknowanywhere

***shesmiled***

Eve:youremindmeofmyselfwheni

firstcametoHarare.Itwasn'teasy.

I'm finishingworkat1todayihave

somepersonalissuesineedtosort



out.Iwillhelpyou.Thereisaplacei

knowwhereyoucangetquality

clothesatcheapprices.Letsgoso

thatyoucansignforyourmoney

***wewalkedout.Evewasavery

humblepersonwithagoodheart.I

realisedthatshesmileoften.*****

*****************

Wewerenowonourwaytotownin

Eve'scar.Ireallyadmiredher.She



wasplayingsoftmusic.

Eve:sohowoldareyouTanya?

Me:I'm 21ma'am

Eve:pleasecallmeEveorMaiAysha.

Wenolongerattheworkpremises

***iknewthatshewasmarried

becauseshewaswearingawedding

ringbutithoughtshedidn'thavea

child.Shehadanincrediblebody****

Me:youhaveachild?



***shesmiled***

Eve:ihavetwokidsdearAyshais8

andJaydenis4

***sheshowedmetheirpictureson

herphone.Theywereadorable.We

talkedaboutotherthings.Wegotto

town.Shetookmetoaplacewhere

thereweremanypeopleselling

clothesandsomewereshouting.It

wasverynoisy.Imanagedtobuymy

skirts,shirtsanddresses.Ibought

someclothesformymom and

siblingsandiusedfiftydollarsonly.

Whenweredonewewenttoa



boutiqueandiboughtapairofpump

heels.Shetookmetothebusrank

whenweweredone.Wesatinher

car***

Eve:iwillplaityourhairduringthe

weekendandialsohavesome

clothesican'tfitanymore.Iwillbring

them toworkonWednesday.

Me:idon'tknowhowtothankyouMs

Eve.Youhaveagoodheart.

Eve:youremindmeofmylittlesister.

Shewouldhavebeen22thisyearbut



shedied3yearsago

Me:I'm verysorryMaiAyshabut

whathappened?

Eve:shegotpregnantandshedida

backofthehouseabortion.Itdidn't

gowellandshedied

****hereyeswerebecomingwateryi

feltsorryforher***

Me:I'm verysorrymayhersoul

continuerestinpeace.



Eve:itsalessontoyouaswell.Now

youaremovingtothecity.Youare

goingtomeetdifferentmen.They

willsweettalkyouintodoingbad

things.Takecareofyourselfand

knowwereyoucomefrom.

***inodmyhead***

Eve:good.Iwillseeyouon

Wednesdayatwork.Here

***shetooka20dollarnotefrom her

handbag***

Me:noma'am istillhavealotof

money



Eve:usethisforyourtransportand

themoneyyouhavebuyfoodforyour

motherandsiblings.

Me:thankyouMa'am maythegood

Lordcontinuetoblessyou

Eve:amen

***shesmiled.Igotoffthecarand

tookmyplasticbags.Shedrove

awayafterhooting.Ilookedathercar

untilitwasoutofsight.Shewasa

goodperson.Itsnoteverydayyou

meetsomeonelikeher.Iwalkedto



thebusrankwithasmileonmy

face****

Endofinsert2
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#Marcus

Iwalkedslowly.Ididn'twanttowake

myparentswhoweresleepingin

theirbedroom downstairs.Ihave

beenavoidingthem forsometime

nowsincetheystartedtalkingabout

marriage.Therewasnooneinthe

loungeiwalkedfasttowardsthe

maindoor.

"GoodMorningson"



Me:shit

***imumbledbeforeturningaround.

Itwasmymom.Themostimportant

womaninthewholeworld,iloved

hersomuch.Shewaswearinga

morninggownwithacupofcoffeein

herhand.Iputmybriefcasedown

andiwalkedbacktoher.

Me:GoodmorningMother

***ikissedherforehead.She

smiled***

Mom:ipreparedbreakfastjustthe

wayyoulikeit



***therewasnowayiwasgoingto

denyherfood.Mymotherwasthe

bestaroundthekitchen***

Me:youshouldn'thavebothered

yourselfmother.Ialwaysbuy

breakfast

***isaidthatwalkingtothekitchen

behindher***

Mom:homecookedmealsare

alwaysthebestMarcus.Howmany

timesdoyouwantmetotellyouthat?

Sitdownletmedishupforyou

***isatonthehighstoolatthe



kitchencounterprayingthatshedon't

talkaboutthemarriagething.She

gavememyplateandshesatdown

oppositemelookingatme.Istarted

toeat.Sheclearedherthroat***

Mom:mysonyouarenotgettingany

younger.Youneedtogetawife

***ikeptonlookingdownatmy

plate***

Mom:youareturning36yearsthis

year.Itwouldhavebeenbetterifyou

hadsiblingsbutyouaremyoneand

onlyson



***ikeptquietandcontinuedeating

***

Mom:isthereanythingwrongsontell

me?Areyougayorsomething?

Me:nomom!!itoldyouthatI'm not

readytogetmarried

***shelookedsotroubledbutihad

myreasons***

Me:mom ibuiltthishouseforyou

whatmoredoyouwantfrom me?If

youkeeponpesteringmeI'm going



tomoveout

***ipushedtheplateawayfrom

me***

Mom:youforcedmetoquitmyjob

Marcus.Igetlonelysometimes.I

wantgrandchildren

***mom wasanursebeforeiasked

hertoleaveherjobsothaticantake

careofthem***

Me:iwillhelpyouadoptsomekids

motherI'm notreadyformarriage



"Saysa35yearoldman",itwasdad,

hewalkedinwearinghisbrownsuit.

Hewasateacherandhelovedhis

job.Herefusedtoretirewheniasked

him to.

Me:GoodMorningFatherandgood

byefather

***istoodupandwalkedtothe

door***

Dad:maybeyoursoncan'twooagirl

mydearwife.Youshouldhookhim

upwithgirlsfrom yourchurch



Mom:wehavesomanybeautiful

girlsatchurch.Andtheyarewell

behavedaswell.

Me:idon'twantthatoranyarranged

marriage.Whenthetimecomesiwill

getmarried

Dad:youshouldcometochurchwith

usthisSundayiwantthepastorto

castoutsomedemonsfrom you.You

arepossessed.

***ijustshookmyheadandwalked

out.Petermydriverwasalready



standingmythecarwaitingforme.

Hetookmybriefcaseandheopened

thedoorforme.Igotinandistarted

tocheckmyemails.Wedroveto

work.Ihadmanymeetings.Theday

wasmovingsofastandididn'twant

togohome.Everyoneleftandi

stayedinmyofficeforanhour.Itold

Petertotakemetothemostclassy

privateloungeintown.

Me:comeandfetchmeat9

***isaidthatgettingoffthecar**

Peter:yessir



***iremovedmyjacketandtie.Andi

threwthem onthecarseat.I

unbuttonedthefirsttwobuttonsof

myshirtandifoldedmysleeves.I

tookmywalletandiwalkedaway.

#Narration

Hewalkedinandstoodatthe

entrancewithhishandsinthe

pockets.Hesawanemptyspotand

hewalkedthere.Marcuswasatall

manwithagreatbodywithmuscles

andabs.Hewasn'tlightnordarkin

complexion.Hewaseverywoman's

dream.Assoonashewalkedinall



thewomenstartedtoshiftintheir

seatsandsometookoutsmall

mirrorsfrom theirhandbagstocheck

iftheirmakeupwasonpoint.Hejust

chuckledandsatdown.Awaitress

walkedtohim

Waitress:goodeveningsir.Myname

isLeah,iwillbeyourwaitressforthe

night.Wouldyoulikeanythingto

drink?

Marcus:yes.Canipleasehave4tots

ofbluelabelonrocks?

***shewasjottingdownonhersmall



book***

Waitress:isthatallsir

Marcus:andapacketofspicybiltong

please

Waitress:okaysircomingrightup

***shewalkedaway.Hetookouthis

phoneandcalledhisfriendKuda.The

waitressbroughthisdrinkandbiltong

andhestartedtodrink.Somelady

walkedtohim.Shewaswearinga

shortleatherskirt,awhitecroptop



andblackkneehighboots.Shehad

anamazingbody,withcurvesand

edgesinrightplaces.

Her:heyhandsome

***hejustsmiledlookingather***

Her:canijoinyou?

***shewinked***

Marcus:eeeh....

Her:callmeMiki



***shesaidthatflippingher32inch

Peruvianweave.***

Marcus:yesMiki.Idon'tmeantobe

rudebutI'm enjoyingsomemetime

here.

Her:ohokay

Marcus:youarebeautifulbytheway

***hefakedasmileandshewalked

awaywithatailbetweenherlegs

becauseeveryonewaslookingat

them.Hecontinueddrinkingwithhis



eyesonhisphone***

"letmedothesum.Youaredrinking

whiskyandtodayisTuesday.Your

dressingshowsmethatyoucame

herestraightfrom work.Thereis

troubleinparadise"

Heraisedhisheadandlookedathis

friendwhowasstandinginfrontof

him.

Marcus:heybruh

***theyfistbumpedandhesatdown.

Kudawasasuccessfulbusinessman

aswell.****



Kuda:what'sgoingonman?

***thewaitresswalkedtothem and

heorderedwine***

Marcus:ican'tgohomeman.The

parentsareonmycaseaboutthe

marriagething.

***Kudalaughed***

Kuda:soyouwanttoarrivehome

whentheyareinbed?

***heaskedwhilstlaughing***



Marcus:exactly.Ithinkiwilljust

moveoutandstayatmyhouse.

Kuda:youfinishedbuildingthat

houseayearagobutyourparents

willneverallowyoutomoveout.

Marcus:Marcusiwantgrandchildren

youarenotgettinganyyounger.

Marcusmysonareyougay?

***hesaidthatmimickinghis

mother'svoiceandKudalaughedso

hard***



Kuda:sheaskedyouthat?

***heaskedwhilstlaughing***

Marcus:yesman

Kuda:areyou?

***Marcusraisedhiseyebrows***

Marcus:thefuck

***Kudalaughed***

Kuda:im justpullingyourlegman

butonaseriousnotemaniknowyou



wanttoadvanceyourcareerandall

butyouneedtoloosenup.Getina

relationshipandmaybeintroducethe

girltoyourparents

Marcus:nowyouaretalkinglike

them.Youknowmygoalman.Iwant

toopennewbranchesaroundthe

countryandiwanttobuildahoteltoo.

Kuda:andwhosaidyoucan'tdothat

withawomanbyyourside?

Marcus:womenarestressfulandi

can'tstandthenagging



Kuda:notallwomenarelikethatman,

lookatmeI'm tyingtheknotintwo

monthstime.AndSandyisthemost

incrediblewomanever

***hesaidthatsmilingwidely

lookingathisphonescreensaver***

Marcus:enoughaboutthismarriage

thingman.I'm notreadyforallthat.

YouknowwhathappenedwithTina

***Tinawashisfirstlove.Theywere

somuchinlovebutshegotpregnant

withanotherman'schild.***



Kuda:thatwastenyearsagobruh.

ForgetaboutTina,shewasn'tyour

soulmate

***thewaitressbroughtanother

roundofdrinks****

Marcus:youbelieveinthatsoulmate

bullshit?

Kuda:yesmanbecauseigotmine

Marcus:mmmh

***theycontinueddrinkingtalking

aboutMarcus'situationandother



things.Theylefttheclubafter9and

theypartedways.Hewenthomeand

hefoundhismotherwaitingforhim

inthelounge.Theyhadaheated

argumentanditdidn'tgowell

becausehewastipsy.

Endofinsert3
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#Tanya

Isettledatmynewjobperfectly.I

wasstayingatthestaffquartersat

theworkpremises.Everyonewas

friendlybesidesourgrumpyboss.It

wasnowtwoweekssinceistarted

butihadneverseenhim smilingor

laughing.Evebecameaneldersisteri

neverhad.Shemadesurethatifitin

perfectly.Iwasworryingaboutmy



mother'shealtheverypassingday

butherfriend(Sekai'sMother)

assuredmethatshewillbeingood

hands.Iwashappythatimanagedto

buythem foodthatwasgoingto

sustainthem foramonth.

Icheckedthetimeonmywatchit

was6am.Iwokeup.Ifoldedmy

blanketsandputthem atthecorner

nearmysuitcase.Isweptthefloor

whichwascleanalreadyanditook

mybucket,soapandtowelandwent

tothebathroom whichiwassharing

withthesecurityguy.Wewerethe

onlypeoplestayingatwork.Itooka



coldshowerhummingasong.Iwent

backtomyroom andistrippednaked.

Istartedtomoisturizemybodyandit

feltgoodtouseDawnlotionforthe

firsttime.Evenmyhardandcracked

skinwasstartingtobecomesoftand

smooth.Iworemynavyblueknee

lengthskirtandawhiteblouse.Itied

anavybluechiffonaroundmyneck

andworemyblackpumpheels.Itied

mybraidsintoaneatbunandi

appliedVaselineonmylips.Makeup

wasnotmything.Iwasdarkin

complexionandididn'thaveany

pimpleonmyface.Itookmycupand

wenttothecanteen.Iaskedfor



warm waterandidrank.

Chef:youcanalsodrinkteaanda

sliceofbreadyouknow

Me:nouncleiwilleatatbreaktime.

Thankyou

***iwalkedoutandwenttothe

receptionarea.Istartedtocheckthe

emailsandrespondingtosomeof

them.Thebosswalkedinandistood

up*****

Me:GoodMorningSir



***hejustlookedatmeandnodhis

headwhilstlisteningtohisPAtalking.

Theywalkedpastmeandiwasabout

tositdownwhenhestopped***

Him:eehhmmm

***hesaidthatpointingatme.He

wastryingtoremembermyname****

PA:hernameisMsTanyaradzwasir

***ismilednervously***

Him:yesMsTanyaradzwayousaid

youcanuseMicrosoftPowerPoint



right?

Me:yessir

Him:goodiwantyoutopreparea

powerpointpresentationforme.My

PAisgoingtospendthedayatthe

sitetoday.

Me:oksir

Him:finishwhateveryouaredoing

andcometomyoffice.

***hesaidthatwalkingaway***



Me:yessir

***imumbled****

Icontinuedwithwhatiwasdoingand

twentyminuteslateriwasstanding

behindtheboss'doorhesitatingto

knock.Ifearedhim becausehewas

alwaysserious.Igatheredmy

confidenceandknocked

Him:comein

***hesaidwithhisdeepvoice.I

openedthedoorslowly***



Him:yousurelytookyourtime.Ihave

apresentationat2

***hewasnotevenlookingatmehis

eyeswereonthecomputer****

Me:I'm sorrysiriwasrespondingto

someenquiries

Him:hmmm

***iwalkedin,itwasmyfirsttime

enteringhisoffice.Hisofficewas

huge,masculineandtidy.Therewas

ablackcouchandasmallcoffee



table.Therewasabigtelevisionat

therightsideandasmallbaratthe

cornerwithdifferenttypesof

whiskies.Attheleftsidetherewasa

door,paintingsandaverybigpicture

ofhim.Histablewaswidewithtwo

pictureframeswithanelderlywoman

andamanwhom iassumearehis

parents.Heclearedhisthroat***

Him:areyoudonetouringmyoffice?

***iwassoembarrassedilooked

down***

Me:sorrysir



***imumbled***

Him:ihatepeoplewhoapologizetoo

much.Here

***hesaidthathandingmehis

laptopwithapaperontop***

Him:iwantyoutotransferwhatison

thatpapertothePowerPoint

presentation.Makesurethatitis

visibleandiwantfifteenslides

maximum

***iwasnoddingmyhead.Iturned

aroundsothaticanwalkout***



Him:whereareyougoing?

Me:tothereceptionsir

Him:sitthere

***hesaidthatpointingatthecouch.

Iwentthereandsatdown.Istarted

working.Hishandwritingwascursive

andiwasstrugglingtoseesomeof

thewords.Istoodupandwalkedto

histablewiththepaperinmyhands

***



Me:excusemesir.Ican'tfigureout

whichwordisthis

***isaidthathandinghim thepaper.

Hetookit***

Him:ambience

***inodmyheadandmystomach

growlediwasveryhungry.Iwasso

embarrassed.Hegavemethepaper

andiwenttositdown.Iheardhim

talkingonthephone.After10

minutestherewasaknockonthe

door.Hisdriverwalkedinwitha

packetoffood****



Him:thankyouPeter

Peter:mypleasuresir

***hewalkedout***

Him:iassumeyouhaven'tateyour

breakfast,hereisyourfood.Takea

break

****ismiled.istoodupagainandi

walkedtohistable.***

Me:thankyousir

***itookthepacket***



Him:ok

***hesaidthatlookingathis

computer.Iwasabouttowalkout

whenhetalkedagain***

Him:whereareyougoing?

Me:toeatsir

Him:toomuchmovementwastes

time.Sitrightthereandeat.

Me:oksir

***iwalkedtothecouchandsat



down.Istartedtoeatiwassohungry

andthefoodwasnice.Wheniwas

doneiwipedmyhandsandcontinued

withmywork.

Ifelteyespiercingthroughmyskin

andiraisedmyhead.Hewaslooking

atmewithanuglysmirkonhisface

Endofinsert4
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#Marcus

Ilookedather.Shewasveryyoung

andjustmovedtothecityfrom the

ruralareas.Ifiguredoutthatshe

didn'tknowalotaboutfancythings.

Herfacewasplain,withnomakeup.



Withbraidsonherhead.I'm sureshe

didn'tevenknowthattherewere

MalaysianandPeruvianweaveswith

differentinchesouttherehahaha.

Herskinwasstillcrackedbutitwas

betterthanthedayshecameforher

interview.Bythelookonherface

everytimeshetalkstome,she

fearedme.Ilikedthat.Mymother

wantedadaughterinlaw.Isawa

rightcandidaterightinfrontofme.

Shewasntgoingtostressornagme.

Iwasgoingtopursuemycareerin

peace.Ismirked.Shelookedatme

andquicklylookedatthelaptop.I

wantedtoburstwithlaughter.



Someoneopenedthedoorwithout

knocking.Kudapeepedinwitha

stupidgrinonhisfaceishookmy

head.

Kuda:MrCEO

***hesaidthatbowingdown.Hewas

stillstandingbythedoor.***

Me:bruhyoushouldlearnknocknx

Kuda:itsnotlikeiwillfindyou

bangingsomebitch.Youdon'tmix



businesswithpleasure

***hewasstillstandingbythedoor

andirealisedthatheddntnoticethat

therewassomeoneelseinmyoffice.

IlookedatTanyashewasgiggling

lookingdown.Ilookedathim again

andhewalkedin.HelookedatTanya

andwalkedtoher***

Kuda:oohmyGodI'm sorryididn't

knowthattherewassomeoneelsein

theoffice.Howareyou?Youmustbe

newhere.I'm yourboss'brotherso

technicallyI'm yourbossaswell.

***Tanyastoodupandshookhis



hand.Buthedidtheunbelievableand

kissedthebackofherhand.She

pulledherhandfastandilaughed

silently.Kudawasacharmer.****

Me:heyheystopflirtingwithmy

employees.MsTanyaradzwaplease

finishup

***shenodherheadandsat

down.***

Kuda:sorryboss

***hesaiditinasarcasticway.He

cametositoppositeme***



Kuda:iwaspassingbysoidecided

tocomeandseehowyouaredoing?

***hesaidthatcrossinghislegs***

Me:thankyouman.Workiskeeping

mebusy.Howisitbruh?

Kuda:I'm goodbutfianceeisalways

complaininghey.ShesaidI'm not

helpingherprepareforthewedding

butwehaveaweddingplannercan

youimagine

***ilaughed***



Me:whatdoesshewantyoutodo

really?

Kuda:caketestingandotherthings.I

toldhertodoitonherownbutshe

stillcomplains.Sheisgettingmy

nervesnow

***hewassobored.***

Me:youshouldhelphereandthere

bruh.Yousaidtheyarenotstressful

andcarryherhandbagaswellwhen

youarewalkingtogether



***isaidthatlaughingbecausei

knewhehatedthat***

Kuda:don'tevenstartwithmeman

Me:that'swhattheywant

***hejustshookhishead,shamehe

lookedsostressed***

Him:whilewearestillatit.Asthe

bestmanwhatkindofsuitdoyou

want?Thecolorisnavyblue

Me:manyouknowidon'twearcheap



stuffbutiknowyouhaveusedalot

ofmoneysobuymeaPolothree

piecesuit.Youknowmysize

Him:okbruh

***hesaidthatshakinghishead***

Tanya:excusemesir.I'm done.

***shesaidthathandingmethe

laptop.Ibrowsedthroughitandiwas

impressed****

Me:perfect.Thankyou

***shenodherheadandwalkedout.



Irealisedthatshewasawomenof

veryfewwordsaswell.****

Kuda:earthtoMarcus

***hesaidthatwavinghishandin

frontofme.Iwaslookingatthe

doorway***

Kuda:whatareyouthinkingman?

Me:myparentswantsadaughterin

lawright

***isaidthatgrinning***



Kuda:nononomanpointof

correctionyouneedawife

Me:I'm notreadysoifigetmarried

nowI'm doingitforthem

Kuda:oohmyGodandsheisthe

victim

***hesaidthatwithadefeatedlook

onhisface***

Me:ifthat'showyouwanttoputit.

Yes

**ishruggedmyshoulders***



Kuda:Sh*tmanthatgirlissoyoung

andnaive

Me:andthatmakesherperfect.I

don'twanttogetmarriedtosome

diva,never.

Him:youareheartless bruh

Me:iwillgivehereverythingshe

wantsaslongasshedon'tbotherme

Him:moneyisnotenoughman.Love



isimportant.

***ismirked***

Me:thisheartistoocoldtolove

***isaidthathittingtheleftsideof

mychest***

Kuda:atleastwearegetting

somewhere.I'm sureyouwilllearnto

loveher.I'm happyforyouman

Me:stopit,shehasn'tacceptedmy

marriageproposalyet

***heburstoutoflaughter****



Him:youaretalkingaboutmarriage

proposalbutyouarenotevendating

Me:f*ckisitnecessary?

***myfacedropped***

Him:Yes.Youneedtoaskherout

firstandTakeheronadate

****isankinmychair,ifeltso

defeated***

Me:idon'thavetimeforthatsh*t

man



Him:well,youhavenochoice.Andif

youwanttipsI'm yourman

***hesaidthatsmiling***

Me:shutup

Him:damnsheissuchablack

beautywhoneedsalittlepolishing.

OurMrsMarcustobe

***hesaidthatsmiling***

Me:leavebruh,youhaveoverstayed

yourwelcome.Ihaveapresentation



at2.

***hestooduplaughing****

Him:neverthelessI'm happyforyou

bruh.Butbareinmind,datingisthe

firststepbeforemarriage

***hesaidthatpattingmyshoulder

***

Me:sure

Him:laterman

***hewalkedout****



Iwentthroughthepresentationagain,

itwasperfect.ButwhatKudasaid

keptonringinginmyhead.Ididn't

havetimetotakealittlegirlondates

butiwasdoingitsothaticangetmy

parentsoffmyback.

'Iwillnotdieheyiwilldoitfora

monthmaximum andafterthatiwill

popupthequestion'

Isaidtomyself

Endofinsert5
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#Tanya

Theweekmovedsofastandiwas



enjoyingmyworkbecauseiwas

gettingusedtoit.

ItwasnowSundayandIhadjust

finishedwashingmyworkclothes

wheniheardaknockonmydoor.We

didn'tworkSundaysIwaslyingon

topofmyblanketsreadinga

newspaper.Istoodupandwentto

openthedoorandtomysurpriseit

wasPeterboss'driver.

Me:helloSirPeterhowareyou?Is

everythingok?



Peter:I'm fineTanyaandeverything

isfine.Thebossiscallingyou.Heis

outside

***iwasshockedbecauseitwason

aSunday****

Tanya:why?Dididoanythingwrong?

Peter:hmmm idon'tknowmysister

Me:okletmewearsomethingelse.

***isaidthatturningaround.Iwas

wearingalongpurpleskirtandared

blouse.Theblousedidn'thaveother



buttonssoiusedapintocloseit.***

Peter:noTanyayouknowthatthe

bossdoesn'tliketowaitfortoolong.

Justwearyourshoes

***iworemyslippersandwalkedto

thecarbehindPeter.IsawMr

Marcusgettingoutofthecarwhen

weweregettingcloser.Heleanedon

hiscar,hewaswearingagreyt-shirt,

blackshortsandblackleather

sandals.Itwasmyfirsttimeseeing

him wearingcasualclothesandhe

lookedgood.***



Him:thanksPeter

***hesaidthatwhenwegotto

him***

Peter:mypleasuresir.

***hesaidthatabouttogetinthe

car***

Him:wearenotgoingnow.Youcan

goandchatwiththesecurityguard

forawhile.Iwillcallyou

Peter:oksir

***hetookhisphonefrom thecar



andhewalkedaway****

Me:GoodafternoonSir

Him:HiTanya

***iwassurprisedtohearhim saying

that.Becausehealwayscalledme

MsTanyaradzwa***

Him:sowhatwhereyoudoinginyour

room?

Me:nothingmuchsiriwasreadinga

newspaper



Him:oohokhopeI'm notdisturbing

Me:notatallsir

Him:okijustcametotake

somethingfrom myofficesoijust

wantedtosayhi

***ilookedathim becauseiwas

surprisedandhewassmiling.***

Me:that'ssoniceofyouSir.Thank

you

***henodhishead****



Him:im sureyougetbored

sometimes.Thisplaceissoquiet

duringweekendsbecauseitsjustyou

andthesecurityguy

Me:yesSirbutI'm gettingusedtoit

*Marcus*

Iwantedtolaughwhenisawher

coming.Thewayshewasdressed

wasacompletedisaster.Istartedto

askherstupidquestions.Ithoughtit



wasgoingtobeeasy.Iscratchedmy

heardnotknowingwhattosay

anymore.iopenedthecarandtooka

plasticwithaphoneinside.Ihad

boughtaSamsunggalaxyS5forher.

Me:here.Iboughtthis phonefor

you.

***isaidthatgivinghertheplastic

butshejustlookedatme.Iwas

losingmypatienceeveryminute.I

didn'thavetimeforthis***

Tanya:aahSir

***shefrownedherface***



Me:itsyoursTanya.Iboughtitfor

you.Iknowyoudon'thaveaphone.

***ifakedasmile***

Her:thankyouSirbutiwillbuya

phonewhenigetmypay

***aaahijustwantedtoturnaround

andenterthecarbutKudasaidi

shouldbepatientwithher****

Me:iboughtthisphoneforsothati

cantalktoyou.Pleasetakeit

***isaidthatwithpleadingeyes.She



hesitatedatfirstandtooktheplastic.

Sheopeneditandtookthephone

from thebox***

Her:SirthisphoneistoobigandI'm

sureitwasexpensive.Iwillnotbe

ablepaythemoneyback

Me:ididn'tsayyouhavetopayme

backTanya.

Her:butwhyareyoubeingsonicesir?

***iwaslosingmypatiencebuti

controlledmyself***



Me:becauseilikeyouTanya

***shelookedatmenotknowing

whattosay***

Me:iwantyoutobemygirlfriendsoi

boughtyouthephonesothatwecan

communicate

***shelookedatmefrom headto

toeandshelookedatherself.***

Her:butSirMarcus.....whyme?

***iwasn'treadyforthisquestionso

ihadtothinkfast****



Me:becauseyouareanintelligentgirl

Tanya.Ilikedyoufrom thedayiset

myeyesonyou

***ilied****

Her:butSirI'm notbeautifulandi

don'twearniceclothes

***shesaidthatholdingher

blouse***

Me:youarethemostbeautifulgirli

haveeverseenTanya.Ireallylike

you.Andclothesarejustmaterial



thingsbesidesicanbuyyounice

clothes

***iregrettedsayingthatbecause

shefrowned***

Her:Siriwanttobeanindependent

woman.Idon'twanttodependona

man.

Me:iknowyouhavedreamsTanya

andiwillhelpyoufulfilthem.Youwill

beanindependentwomanbutletme

helpnow.

***shewasquietforawhile***



Her:youaremybossidon'tthinkits

appropriate

Me:sayswho?

Her:hmm sir

***shesaidlookingdown***

Me:itsnotlikeiwantyoutogiveme

theanswertoday.Thinkaboutit.But

justbearinmindthatiloveyouso

muchTanya.Ihavetogonow.The

phoneisalreadyoniboughtthesim



cardaswell

Her:thankyouSirMarcus.

Me:pleasethinkaboutwhatisaid

Her:iwillthinkaboutitSir

***ismiled.***

Me:Goodgirl.

Her:ihavetogosir



Me:okTanyaiwillcallyou

***sheturnedaroundandwalked

awayveryfast.Iwantedtolaugh.I

tookmyphoneandcalledKuda.He

pickedup***

Kuda:bruh

Me:iam theman.

Kuda:what?Sheagreed?

Me:noshetookthephonebutthat

littlegirlisaonetoughcookie.She



wasaskingmequestionslikeI'm not

herboss

***Kudalaughedsoloud***

Kuda:sodidyoutellherthatyoulove

her?

Me:yesidid

Kuda:whatdidshesay?

Me:shewastakinghertimeto

answermesoitoldhertothink

aboutit.Iwaslosingmypatience



man

Kuda:shefellforyouman.Butdid

youseehowbeautifulsheis?

Me:sheisnotthatbad.Buttheway

shewasdressedmyguy

***istartedlaughingandhejoined

me****

Kuda:that'stheleastofourproblems

manatleastsheacceptedthephone.

Sendheratextmessage



Me:sure

Kuda:okayman

***ihungupandgotinthecar.***

Me :iloveyouTanya.Pleasemake

methehappiestmanintheworldand

bemygirlfriend

***isentthemessageandcalled

Peter****

Endofinsert6
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*Tanya*

"Iwillbeyourgirlfriend,"isaidthat

lookingdown.Icouldn'tlookathim.



Marc:thankyou

**hesaidsmilingandinodmyhead

***

Marc:ihavetogobabeI'm sotired

Me:ok

***hewalkedtothedoor.Beforehe

openedheturnedaround****

Marc:pleasedon'ttellanyoneabout

this.Letskeepittoourselvesfornow.

***inodmyhead***



Marc:Goodgirl.Seeyoutomorrow

andthankyouonceagain

***heopenedthedoorandwalked

out.Iclosedthedoorandrantothe

window.Hewaswalkingsofastto

hiscartalkingonhisphone.Isaton

theblanketsthinkingaboutwhatjust

happened***

**********

Theweekmovedsofastanditwas

nowFriday.Iwassittingatthe

receptionbusywithmyworkwhen



someonetalked.

"GoodafternoonMsTanyaradzwa"

IraisedmyheaditwasPeter.Hewas

holdingaplasticoffood

Me:AfternoonSirPeter.

***ismiled***

Peter:hereisyourfood.Theboss

saidhewillnotbeabletocomeand

seeyoutodayafterwork.

Me:ok.Thankyou.Ihaven'tseenhim



today.Whereishe?

***isenthim amessageinthe

morningandhedidntreplysoijust

assumedhewasbusy****

Peter:heisatthesite.

Me:ok

***Evewalkedtous.They

exchangedgreetings***

Peter:seeyoulater.

***hesaidthatlookingatme***



Me:ok

***hewalkedout***

Eve:so?

***ilookedatherconfused***

Me:what?

Eve:areyoudatingPeternow?

Me:nowhy?

***isaidthatlookingdown

pretendingtobebusy***



Eve:everyoneinthiscompanyis

talkingaboutyouandhim.Thathe

bringsyouluncheveryday.

Me:I'm notdatinghim,heisjusta

friend.

Eve:oohreally?Soheisoneofakind

***shesaidthatholdingalaugh***

Me:I'm notdatinghim!

***isaidthatraisingmyvoicea

bit****



Eve:woahholdyourhorsesMiss.Its

notacrimetodatehim butmake

surethebossdoesn'thearaboutit

***''onlyifsheknew'ithoughtto

myself***

Eve:thatmanisstrict.Sowhatdid

ourboyfriendbuyforus?

***shesaidthatopeningtheplastic.I

justshookmyhead.Shetookapiece

ofmeatandstartedtoeat.Imade

surethatshedidn'tseethephone.I

wasn'treadytoanswerher

questions***



Eve:Peterisagoodmanbutmake

sureyoukeepyourrelationship

discreet.Idon'twantyoutoloseyour

job

***ilookedatherboredandshe

smiled***

Eve:letmego.Ithinkyouaremute

now

****shewalkedaway.Ifinishedwhat

iwasdoingandwenttothecanteen

toeatmyfood****



*******

Iwasgettingreadyforbedand

Marcushadn'trepliedtomymessage.

Myphonebeeped.Itwasamessage

from him.Iopeneditanditread,

"heybabe.Ihopeyouhadaniceday.

Bereadytomorrowat10.Peterwill

pickyouupiwanttospendsome

timewithyou.Goodnightangel"

Ismiledlookingatthemessage.I

decidedtoreplythemessage

"ihadanicedaybutiheardthat

peoplearesayingI'm datingPeter.



Goodnightmylove"

Isentthemessage.Myphonerangit

washim

Me:hello

Marc:whatpeople?

Me:iheardthateveryonehereat

workistalkingaboutit

Him:youheardfrom who?



Me:from MsEve

Him:andwhatdidyoutellher?

Me:itoldherthatheisjustafriend

butshedidn'tbelieveme.

Him:soshethinksyouaredatinghim?

Me:yes

Him:okletskeepitthatway

***iwasshocked.***



Him:letmesleepmyloveihada

tiresomeday.

Me:okgoodnight

Him:goodnightbabe

****hehungup.Islept.Iwokeup

earlythefollowingdayandiwashed

myclothes.Itookabath.Iworemy

bestdress.Itwasmaroonandflared

.Itiedmybraidsneatly.Iworemy

blackpumps.Iwassoexcitedthati

wasgoingtospendthedaywithhim.

Peterarrivedandwedroveout.He



wasquietallthewayandidecidedto

askhim

Me:SirPeterwherearewegoing?

Him:wearegoingtoAvondale

shoppingcentre

Me:ok.

***ididn'tknowtheplacesoikept

quiet.wearrivedthereandhegotout.

Heopenedthedoorformeandwe

walkedtoaverynicehairsalon.***



Me:ithoughtweweregoingtomeet

him

****iwhispered***

Him:nomysisterheisbusysohe

wantsyoutohaveyourhairdone

Me:ok

***abeautifulladywalkedtous***

Her:goodday.

***ismiled***



Peter:hi.Shewantstodoherhair

andnails.

***hesaidthattakingouthisphone.

***

Peter:thisweaveplease

***hesaidthatshowingherapicture

onhisphone.ilookedathim withmy

mouthopen.Theladytookthephone

andsmiled***

Me:iwantedtochoosewhatiwant

***iwhispered***



Peter:I'm justamessengermysister

***hefakedasmile***

Lady:thisisBrazilianweave28inch.

Itwillsuitherverywell

***shesaidthatsmiling***

Peter:okandthenailsuuhShewants

naturalsandmakesuretheyarenot

toolong

Lady:okaycomethiswayma'am

***ifollowedher.Theyremovedmy

braidsandtheydidmyhairandmy



nails.Ilookedatmyselfinthemirror.

Ilookedverybeautiful.Peterpaidfor

everythingandwewalkedout.We

wenttoanextshopandtheygave

mesomedressestotryon.Ichosea

bottlegreenbodyconoffshoulder

dresswiththehelpoftheshop

assistant***

Her:itlooksverybeautifulonyou

Me:thankyou

***isaidthatlookingatmyselfinthe

mirror***



Her:letmegetsomematchingshoes

andclutchbagforyou

Me:pleasedon'tbringveryhighheels

***shesmiled***

Her:igotyou

***shewalkedoutofthechanging

room.Shecamebackwiththeblack

blockheelsandaclutchbag.Itried

them onandtheywerebeautiful.We

walkedout.Peterlookedatme***

Peter:youlookgood



Me:thankyou

***hepaidforeverything.Andwe

walkedout***

Peter:letsgoheisalreadywaitingfor

you

Me:ok

***wegottothecarandwedrove

backtotown.Wegottoanice

restaurant.Peteropenedthedoorfor

meandhehelpedmeout***



Peter:heiswaitingforyouinside

***iwalkedinslowlybecauseididn't

wanttotripandfall.Therewerevery

fewpeopleintherestaurant.I

spottedhim andiwalkedtohim.He

sawmeandhestoodup.Hewas

wearingagreysuit,whiteshirtandno

tie.Helookedgoodasalways.He

huggedme.***

Him:youlookgoodmylove

Me:thankyouandyoudon'tlookbad

yourself

***hepulledthechairformeandi



satdown.Awaitresswalkedtous.

Shegreetedusandgaveusthe

menus.Ilookedatitbutitslikeitwas

gibberishididn'trecogniseanything.

Thewaitresscameback***

Her:areyoureadytoorder

Marc:yes,iwillhaveminestrone

soupasastarter,rumpsteakand

gardensaladandfruitsaladfor

desert

***shewaswritingdown.Shelooked

atme***



Me:aaahmmm iwillhaveaah...

Him:justthesamebutFrenchfriesin

placeofgreensalad.

***iwassoembarrassed***

Her:ok.Wouldyoulikeanythingto

drink?

Marc:glassofredwineplease

Her:ma'am?

***shesaidthatlookingatme***



Me:waterplease

Him:bringaglassofapplejuicefor

heraswell

Her:okcomingrightup

***shewalkedaway.Iwasso

flushedwithembarrassment.I

couldn'tlookathim ***

Marc:sohowwasyourday?

****hesaidthatlookingatme

smiling***



Me:goodandyours?

Marc:busyasalways.Tellmeabout

yourselfTanya

Me:thereisnothingmuchtotell

really

Him:yourfamily,ambitionsmaybe

Me:mymotherandsiblingsarethe

onlyonesihave



Him:okwhataboutyourdad?

Me:hediedwheniwasyoung

Him:sorryaboutthat

***hesaidthatsqueezingmy

hand****

Him:howmanysiblingsdoyouhave?

Me:two....boyandagirl.Theyare

twins



Him:howoldarethey?

Me:13

Him:ok.Doyouhaveanyambitions?

Me:iwanttofurthermystudies,get

ajobandopenmyowncompanyone

day

***hesmiled***

Him:that'sgood.Whatdoyouwant

tostudy?



Me:informationtechnology

Him:that'sgood.

***thewaitressbroughtourfood****

Me:whataboutyou?

Him:whataboutme?

***hesaidthatwithasmirkonhis

face****

Me:tellmeaboutyourself



Him:itsjustmyfather,motherandi.

I'm theonlychild.Noweatyourfood

*Marcus*

Shelookedatherplateforawhile

Me:don'tyoulikethefood?

Her:idon'tknowhowtouseafork

andknife

***iwantedtolaughbutiheldmyself.

Icalledthewaitress****



Waitress:wouldyoulikeanythingsir?

Me:canwepleasehaveadish.We

wanttowashourhands

***shebroughtitandTanyawashed

herhandsandstartedtoeatwithher

hands.Ilookedather,shewasso

innocent***

Her:sorryforembarrassingyou

***shesaidthatlookingaround.I

raisedmyheadandisawtwo

waitresseswhisperingandgiggling



lookingatus****

Me:don'tmindthem.Eatyourfood.I

willteachyouhowtouseforkand

knife

***weateourfoodinsilence.Her

phonerang.Shetookitoutofher

clutchbag.***

Her:sorryihavetotakethis

Me:ok

Her:hello



Caller:......

Her:what??!

Endofinsert8
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Insert7

*Tanya*

Whenigottomyroom,itookthe

phoneoutagain.Thefirstthingthat

cameintomymindwasmymother.I

wassoworriedsickaboutheraswell

asmysiblings.Iputitdownandwent

tolookforapaperwithMaiSekai's

phonenumber.Thephonebeeped

andiwenttositdownagain.Itookit

andcheckedwhoitwas.Itwasatext

messagefrom anumbersavedMarc



andiknewthatitwasSirMarcus.I

openedit.Itread

"iloveyouTanya.Pleasemakeme

thehappiestmanintheworldandbe

mygirlfriend"

Ismiledlookingatthemessage.I

couldimaginemyselfbeinghis

girlfriend.Hewashandsomeand

smart.

Me:Tanyaradzwathegirlfriendofthe

CEOandownerofAllegiance

company.



***isaidtomyselfsmiling.Istared

atthewallthinkingaboutwhathave

justhappened.***

"Whatifhejustwanttouseand

dumpme?Thereareplentyof

beautifulandintelligentwomenout

therebutwhyme?I'm notthat

beautifulandtherearewomenwith

degreesandphdsoutthere.Whyme?

Evewarnedmeaboutthisbuthe

soundedsosincereandhonest.I

guessI'm oneluckygirl"

Ithoughttomyself,bitingmylower

lip.Ireadthemessageagainandi



heldthephonetightlyagainstmy

chest.Iclosedmyeyesandicould

seehissmile.Imelted***

Me:buthowoldishe?I'm only

21yearsold.

***italkedtomyselfagain.***

"butageisjustanumberright?And

hedoesn'tlookthatold"

Ithoughttomyself.

***iwantedtotexthim backandtell

him thatilikedhim toobutididn't



wanthim tothinkthatiwasaneasy

girl.Istoodupandkeptonsearching

forMaiSekai'snumber.Ifounditand

wasabouttocallherwhenithought

thatididn'thaveairtime.Ipeeped

throughthewindowtoseeifhewas

gone.Hiscarwasnotthereitooka

twodollarnotefrom mybag.Iwore

myslippersandwalkedout.Iwalked

towardsthegate.Josephthesecurity

guywassittingtherebusywithhis

phone.

Me:GoodafternoonJoseph



Him:afternoonTanya

***hesaidthatlookingatmefrom

heardtotoe.Iknewthathewas

lookingatmyclothes***

Me:canyoupleaseopenthegatefor

me?

Him:whereareyougoingsister?

Me:I'm goingtothetuckshop

Him:okyouhavetosignouthere

***hesaidthathandingmethelog



book***

Me:ok

***iwalkedtohim andiputmy

phoneonthetablesothatican

sign***

Him:eehsisterTanyaisthisyour

phone?

***hesaidthatpickingitup****

Me:yes

Him:paydayisnextweekTanya.



Wheredidyougetthisphone?Its

evenbrandnew

***hewassoeagertoknow***

Me:iboughtitoncreditiwillpayitin

monthlyinstallments

Him:ooohok

Me:yes

***itookmyphoneandwalkedout.i

gottothetuckshopandibought

airtime.Iloadedinmyphoneandto

mysurpriseitwrote



"rechargesuccessful.Newbalance

$22"

Myeyespoppedout.

MrMarcushadalreadybought20

dollarsairtimeforme.Ismiled

shakingmyhead.Iwentbacktomy

room andicalledMaiSekai.She

pickedituponthirdring

Her:hello

Me:hellomama.ItsTanyaradzwa



Her:aahTanyaradzwamydaughter

howareyou?

Me:I'm finemahowareyou?

Her:I'm finemydaughter.Isthisyour

number?

Me:yesma

Her:okmydaughteriwillsaveit.

Howiswork?



Me:workisfinema.howismom?

Her:itsstillthesamemydaughter

andshedoesn'twanttoeatanymore.

Itookhertotheclinicyesterdayand

theysaidtheydon'tknowwhatis

wrongwithher.Theygaveher

painkillersonly.

***myheartbroke***

Me:buttheremustbesomething

wrongwithher.I'm goingtoaskfora

dayoffnextweekaftermypayday

sothaticancomewithherthisside



Her:yesmydaughtersheneedsto

gotothehospitalsothattheycan

runallthenecessarytestsonher

Me:howismybrotherandsister?

Her:theyarefinebuttheyareworried

aboutyourmother'shealth.Butdont

worryyourselfmydaughterI'm

helpingthem

Me:thankyouma.Ihavetogonow.

Goodbye



Her:bye

***ihungupandisatdown.Ifelt

helpless***

Iwasnowpreparingtogotobed

whenthephonestartedtoring.I

checkedthecalleriditwassir

Marcus.Ilookedatituntilitstopped

ringing.ItrangagainandIanswered

it

Me:hello



Him:hiTanyathegirlwhostolemy

heart

***ismiled***

Me:howwasyourdaySir?

Him:itwasnotthatfineTanya

Me:oohsorrysir

Him:ain'tyougoingtoaskmewhy

***irolledmyeyessmiling***



Me:why?

Him:iwasthinkingaboutyouthe

wholedayTanya.

***imelted.Ikeptquietforawhile***

Him:helloTanya?Areyoustillthere?

Me:yessir

Him:oksodidyouthinkaboutwhati

toldyouintheafternoon?



Me:I'm stillthinkingaboutit

Him:okayTanyatakeyourtime.Iwill

wait,iknowpatiencepays.Goodnight

mylove

***ididn'tknowwhattosay.Ikept

quietforawhile***

Me:Goodnightsir

***ihungupsmiling****

"Howam igoingtofacehim

tomorrowatwork?"ithoughttomy

self.Isleptlatethinkingabouthim



*Marcus*

ItwasnowMondayanditwasgoing

tobeabusyday.Iarrivedatworkand

metupwithmyPAatthedoor.She

gavememycoffeeandstartedtotell

meabouttheday'smeetings.Wegot

tothereceptionandTanyastoodup.

Her:GoodMorningSir

***shewasn'tlookingatmeinthe

eyes.Ismiled***



Me:MorningMsTanyaradzwa.How

areyou?

***myPAlookedatmeshocked.But

shekeptquite.***

Her:finethankssirhowareyou?

Me:I'm fine

***shesmiledlookingdownandi

smirked.Iwalkedtowardsthe

elevatorwithmyPAtalkingallthe

way.Igottomyofficeandstarted

working.***



MyphonerangitwasmyfriendKuda

Me:whatdoyouwant?I'm busy

***helaughed***

Kuda:nxshutup.HowisMrs

Marcustobetoday

***hewassoexcitedaboutthe

wholething.***

Me:comeandaskher



Kuda:comeonman

***ilaughed***

Me:youlovethings.Sheisfineand

shewasallshytodaywhenisawher

***hegiggled***

Me:yousoundlikeagayrightnow

Him:f*ckyou.Sodidyousenda

Gooddaytext?

Me:idon'thavetimeforthatman.

YouknowtodayisMondayandI'm



verybusy

Him:yousuckbutsheisyours

already.

***welaughed***

Me:youknowwhatletmeaskPeter

togoandbuyherlunch

Him:waytogobruh

***hesaidthatlaughing***

Me:sheisalreadyinloveman



Him:ithinkyoulikehertoo

***hewasreallypushingit.Ididn't

feelanythingforthegirl***

Me:letmegetbacktoworkbruh

****helaughed***

Him:laterloverboy

***ilaughedandhungup.I

continuedworking.Itwas1800hrs

whenifinishedmywork.Ilockedmy

officeandwalkedtomycar.Iwas

abouttoenterthecarwhenithought



aboutmyprey.ItoldPeterthatiwill

beback.Iwalkedtoherroom.I

knocked.Sheopenedandfroze

lookingatme***

Me:canienter

***ismiled.***

Her:sure

***shesaidthatopeningthedoor

widely.Igotin.Therewereveryfew

thingsintheroom.Iwenttositon

topofherblanketsandsheclosed

thedoorandlookedatme***



Me:hiTanya.Comeandsithereby

myside

Her:noI'm fineheresir.

***ilookedathershewaswearinga

longoversizegreendress.****

Me:idon'tbite

***shelookedatthefloor***

Me:oksowhatdoyousayaboutmy

proposalTanya?

Her:aahsirmmmh



***shewasn'tlookingatme***

Me:pleasebabygirl

***istoodupandwalkedtowards

her.Iheldherhandandshe

tensed***

Me:iloveyouwithallmyheart.

Pleasegivemeachancetoshowyou

howmuchiloveyou

***shelookedatmeandmovedher

eyesawayfrom mequickly.Shekept

quite****



Me:I'm waitingmylove

Her:ok

***iwantedtolaughbecauseshe

saidthatrollinghereyes***

Me:okwhat?

Her:iwillbeyourgirlfriend

Endofinsert7
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*Tanya*

Iwasenjoyingthefoodwhenmy



phonestartedringing.Icheckedthe

calleriditwasMaiSekai.Ianswered

thephone

"Hello"

MaiSekai:Tanyaradzwathingsare

sobadthisside.Yourmotheris

vomitingblood

Me:what?!

***myeyeswerealreadyteary***

MaiSekai:Tanya...Tanyaradzwa



didn'tyouhearwhatisaid?Your

motherisvomitingbloodandsheis

nolongertalking

***iwipedoffmytears.Marcuswas

givingmeaquestioninglook***

Me:iheardyouma

***isniffed***

MaiSekai:youhavetocomehere

now.

Me:okmama

***shehungup.Isunkinthechair



notknowingwhattodo.Tearswere

flowingfreelydownmycheeks***

Marc:Tanyawhat'sgoingon?What

happened?

***igatheredmyselftogetherandi

wipedmytears.Istoodup.***

Me:ihavetogo

***Marcusstoodupaswellandhe

calledthewaitress.Hepaid***

Me:ihavetogohome.Mymoth...

***ididn'tmanagetofinishthe



sentenceiwascryingagain.***

Marcus:okletsgotothecar

***hetookmyphoneandmyclutch.

Wewalkedoutandeveryonewas

lookingatus.Wewalkedtoasilver

bigcar.Heopenedthedoorforme

andientered.Heclosedthedoorand

walkedtohisside***

Marc:nowtellme,whatisgoingon?

Me:mama....shesaidmamais

vomitingbloodandsheisnolonger



talking.

Marcus:sh*t

***hesaidthatreversingthecarout

oftheparkinglot***

Me:ihavetogotoDomboshavanow

***isaidthatlookingathim with

tearsflowingdownmycheeks***

Marcus:wearegoingtogether.

Fastenyourseatbelt

***ididthat.Hewasdrivingso

fast****



Marcus:doyouknowwhat'swrong

withher?

Me:nobutshehavebeensickfor

twomonthsnowandwetookherto

theclinicbuttheydon'tknowwhat's

wrongwithher

***isaidthatwipingawaythetears

thatkeptoncomingout***

Marcus:Tanyathisisnotthetimeto

cry.Youneedtobestrong

***hesaidthatlookingattheroad.In



twentyminutestimewewerealready

inDomboshava.Idirectedhim toour

house.Igotoutassoonasthecar

stopped.Iremovedtheheelsand

threwthem inthecarandran

towardsthehut.Marcuswas

followingme.MaiSekaiwalked

out***

MaiSekai:mydaughteryouarehere

already?Yourmotherneedstogoto

thehospital

***ipushedherasideandigotinside

thehut.Iwalkedtothebedside.***



Me:mama

***shejustlookedatmewithtearsin

hereyes.TanakaandTafarawere

sittingbesideher.Theylookedsad

***

Me:mamaitsmeTanyaradzwa

***shedidn'tsayanything***

Marc:Tanyaradzwaletsnotwaste

time.Wehavetotakehertothe

hospitalnow

***hesaidthatstandingbehind

me***



MaiSekai:yesmydaughterdon'tcry

shewillbefine.

***istoodupwipingawaymytears.

Wecarriedhertothecar.Tanakaand

TafarawantedtogowithusbutMai

Sekaitoldthem tostayathome.i

wenttositatthebackwithmy

motherandMaiSekai.Marcus

startedthecar.Iwaslookingatmy

motheralltheway.Shewasjust

shakingherheadwithtearsflowing

downhercheeks.WegottoAvenues

clinicandMarcusranoutcallingfora

nurse***



MaiSekai:Tanyaitsveryexpensive

hereweshouldhavegonetoHarare

hospital.

***shewhispered.Marcuscame

backwithtwonurseswhowhere

pullingastretcherbed.Theyhelped

hertogetonthebedandthey

wheeledthebed.Wefollowedbehind

them running***

Nurse:pleasewaitatthereception

andfinishthepaperwork

***wewaitedatthereceptionarea

for3hours.Adoctorwalkedtous***



Doctor:canipleasetalktoLizzy's

immediatefamily?

***Lizzywasmymother'sname.I

stoodup***

Me:weareheredoctor

***MarcusandMaiSekaiwere

standingbehindme***

Doctor:ok.pleasefollowme

****hestartedwalking***

Marcus:Tanyaiwillbeherewaiting



foryou

Me:pleasecome

***isawMaiSekaigivingmeaneye

butiignoredher****

Marc:areyousure?

Me:yes

****wefollowedthedoctortohis

office.***

Doctor:youmaysitdown



***heclosedthedoorandwesat

down***

Me:doctorwhatiswrongwithmy

mother?

***iwasgettingimpatient***

Doctor:okyourmotherhavebone

marrowcancer

***ialmostfainted.ThewordCancer

sentchillsallovermybody.Ilooked

atMarcushewasshakinghis

head.***



MaiSekai:bonemarr...what?

Doctor:bonemarrowcancerma'am

MaiS:Jesuschrist....whatcausesit?

Doctor:Bonemarrowcanceris

causedduetotheformationofa

tumourwithinthebonestructure,

specificallyaffectingthebone

marrow,thesoft,spongytissuearea

insidethebone.

Marcus:itisonwhatstage?



Doctor:that'sthesadpartMrMarcus

itsalreadyonthethirdstage.

***Marcusjustshookhishead

lookingdown***

Me:canyoupleaseexplainDoctor.

Doctor:Therearethreemainstages

ofbonemarrowcancer.Thefirst

stageconsistsofanalbuminlevel

greaterthanorequalto3.5.Here,the

lifeexpectancyis62monthsafter

diagnosis.Then,instage2,thelife

expectancyis44monthsafterthe



diagnosishappens.Thelowestlife

expectancyisinthethirdstage,that

is,29monthspostdiagnosis.Butin

thiscasethecancerouscellshad

alreadyspreadtothevariousother

partsandorgansofthebody,that's

whyshewasvomitingblood.

Me:somymotherisleftwithonly

twoyearstolive?

***iaskedhim crying***

Doctor:ibegtodifferma'am.The

situationisalreadyextreme.AndI'm

sorrytosaythis



***heclearedhisthroat***

Doctor:sheisonlyleftwith6months

orless

***ifeltlikescreamingbutmyvoice

failedme.Myvisionstartedtoget

blurry***

MaiS:Tanya

***shesaidthatshakingme

vigorously.Ilookedather***

MaiS:areyouok?



Me:yes.Canweseeher?

Doctor:atthispointyoucan'tseeher.

Becauseshedoesn'tneedanything

todisturbher.Itwillbesafetosee

hertomorrow

***inodmyhead***

Marcus:thankyoudoctor.

***westoodupandwalkedout.We

gottothecar***

MaiS:iwillgobacktoDomboshava

tomorrowafterseeingher



***itwasalready7pm***

Me:okaymama

Marcus:iwilldropyouatworkand

Peterwillcomeandpickyouup

tomorrowsothatyoucancomeand

seeher

***wegotinsidethecarandhedrove

out.Noonewastalkingalltheway.

Whenwegotthereithankedhim and

gotout.Wewenttomyroom.My

phonestartedtoringitwasMarcus.I

peepedthroughthewindowandhis

carwasstillthere.Ididn'tanswer***



Me:I'm comingbackma

MaiS:ok

***iwalkedtothecar***

Marc:youforgotyourbagandshoes

***that'swhenirealisedthatiwas

walkingbarefootedallthiswhile***

Me:oohthankyou

***itookthem andiwasaboutto

startwalking****



Marc:Tanyayouneedtobestrong

mylove.Iwillnotbearoundthe

wholeofnextweek.I'm flyingtoCape

towntomorrowmorning.Peterwillbe

drivingyoutothehospital.

Me:ok

***hetookouthiswalletandhanded

mefourhundreddollarnotes.I

lookedathim confused***

Me:noMarcusthankyou



Marc:youneedtobuyfoodandother

thingsforyourmotherandyouraunt

needstogobacktoDomboshava

Me:butitstoomuch

Him:justtakeit

***itookthemoney***

Me:thankyouverymuch.

Him:anddon'tworryaboutthe

hospitalbill



Me:Godblessyou

***that'sallimanagedtosay.He

nodhishead***

Marcus:takecareofyourself

***hestartedthecaranddroveoff.I

walkedbacktotheroom.***

MaiS:Tanyawhoisthatman?

***sheaskedmeassoonasiclosed

thedoor.Shewasstandingbythe

window****

Endofinsert9
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*Tanya*

MaiS:whoisthatmanTanya?

***ikeptquietforawhile.Icleared

mythroat.***

Me:aahmaheiseeh....

***iclearedmythroatagain***

MaiS:im waiting

***shewasnowstandinginthe

middleoftheroom withherhandson

herwaist***



Me:maheismyfriend

***isaidthatlookingatthefloor***

MaiS:yourfriend?Thatman?How

oldishe?

***that'swhenitrememberedthati

forgottoaskhim***

Me:heis28ma

***ilied***

MaiS:areyouevenlisteningto

yourself?Thatmanisold.Heis



probablyinhismid30s.Andyoutell

methatheisyourfriend.

***shewaslookingatmeinthe

eyes***

Me:maheismyboyfriendandheis

notthatold

Her:yourboywhat?Tanya?!

Me:myboyfriend

***isaidthatlookingatthefloor.She

clappedonceandlookedatme***



Her:Whatdoeshedoforaliving?

***shesaidthatsittingdown***

Me:heistheownerofthiscompany

**shelaughed***

Her:heisyourboss?

***inodmyhead***

Her:itslessthanamonthsinceyou

cametothecityandyouarealready

datingyourboss.Andim surethat

manismarried.



"iwassupposedtoaskhim about

thesethings"ithoughttomyself

Me:heisnotmarriedma

***'thereareonlypicturesofhim and

hisparentsinhisoffice'ithoughtto

myselfagain***

Her:that'swhattheyallsaysothat

theycangetinsideyourpants.Do

youknowwherehestay?

***ifeltsostupid***

Me:nomama



***sheclappedherhandsonce

again***

Her:wondersshallneverend.Didyou

sleepwithhim?

Me:no

MaiS:lookatthephoneyouare

holding,theclothesyouarewearing

andisawhim givingyoumoney.He

isshoweringyouwithgiftssothat

youcansleepwithhim



Me:helovesmemama

***shelaughed***

Her:whatdoyouknowaboutlove

Tanya?Iknowim notyourmotherbut

youarelikeadaughtertome.My

frienddidn'traiseastupidperson.

Youareanintelligentgirl.Youcame

heretoworksothatyoucantake

careofyourmother,brotherand

sister.Butyouarechasingafterman.

Im sodisappointedinyou

Tanyaradzwa.Yourmotherhaveonly

sixmonthstolive.Whatwillhappen

toyourbrotherandsister?Youare



theirmothernow.Whatifthatman

impregnateyouorgivesyouwithhis

diseases?

***herdaughterSekaielopedand

shewaslivingwithapoormanin

Domboshava***

'sheisjealousofme',ithoughtto

myself

Me:am inotallowedtohavea

boyfriend?

MaiS:ididn'tsaysomydaughter.



Youareoldenoughtohavea

boyfriendbutidon'ttrustthatmanat

all

Me:youjustsawhim today

***imumbled***

Her:sorrywhatwasthat?

Me:isaidyoujustsawhim today.He

lovesmeandwestarteddatinglast

week.Im gettingtoknowhim.

MaiS:iwasjustgivingyouapieceof



advicemydaughter.Takeitorleave

it.Butidon'twantyoutocometome

crying.Whatishisname?

Me:Marcus

Her:andhissurname?

Me:Moyo

Her:ok.Youdon'thavepotshere.

Whatdoyoueat?

***shesaidthatlookingaround***



Me:ieatatthecanteen.Wearenot

allowedtocookinourrooms

***shenodherhead***

Me:im sureyouhaven'tateanything.

Letmegoandgetfoodforyouma

Her:ok

***iworemyslippersandwalked

out.****

****************

Iwokeupthefollowingdayand

someonewasshakingme.Ijumpedi



forgotthatMaiSekaiwasaround.

Her:wakeupTanyaradzwa.Weneed

togoandseeyourmother

***icheckedthetime.Itwas5

am****

Me:itstooearlyma

MaiSekai:weneedtogetthe

transporttotownandfrom townto

theclinic.Wewillbelate

Me:masleepsomeoneiscomingto



fetchus

Her:yourboyfriend?

Me:no,hisdriver

***shenodherhead***

Her:iwanttogobackto

Domboshavathismorning

Me:okletmetellhim

***itookmyphoneandtexted

Marcus***



Morningmylove.Myauntwants

togotoDomboshavatoday.She

wantsustovisitmom thismorning

***herepliedinstantly***

Morningbabygirl.Peterwillbe

thereinanhour.Iwillseewheni

comeback.Takecare

***ismiled***

Me:hesaidhewillbehereinan

hour'stime

***shenodherhead***



Her:letmegoandtakeabath

***shewalkedout.Iwokeupand

foldedtheblankets.Whenshecame

backiwenttobathaswell.Peter

arrivedafterwardsandwewalkedto

thecar***

Me:morningPeter

Peter:morningma'am

***'ma'am'ipretendedasifididn't

hearhim.***



Peter:HowareyouMama?

***hesaidthatlookingatMai

Sekai***

MaiS:im finemysonhowareyou?

Peter:im fine

***heopenedthecarforusandwe

droveout.Iboughtsomefruitson

ourway.Whenwearrivedwewalked

tomymother'sward.Iexpectedto

seehersmilingbutitwasstillthe

same***



Me:howareyouma?

***isaidthatholdingherhand***

Her:im goingtodieTanya.

***hervoicewasverylow.****

Me:nomamadon'ttalklikethat

***iwasalreadycrying.MaiSekai

cametostandbesideme***

MaiS:youwillbefinemyfrienddon't

worryyourself



Mom:theysaidihavecancer

***shesaidthatwithtearsfalling

downhercheeks***

MaiS:yesweheardsobutyouhave

tobestrongyoucanfightitmyfriend

Mom:mydaysarenumberedMai

Sekaiicanfeelit.

Me:don'ttalklikethatmaplease

***isaidthatcrying***

MaiS:youarescaringyourchildMai



Tanya.Don'ttalklikethatplease

***thedoctorwalkedin***

Doc:goodmorning.

Us:Goodmorningdoctor

Doc:Howismypatienttoday?

***mom lookedawayandhejust

shookhishead***

Doc:canitalktoyououtside?

***wefollowedhim ***



MaiS:iseverythingokdoctor?

Doc:im sorrywhoisshetoyou?

MaiS:sheismysisterandthisisher

daughter

Doc:ok,yoursisterhadalreadylost

hope.Shedoesn'twanttotake

medication.

MaiS:didyoutellherthatsheis

goingtoeeehdie



Doc:notyetbutyouknowwhat

peoplethinksaboutcancer.She

thinksthatsheisgoingtodie

anytimesoon.

Me:whatcanwedodoctor?

Doc:sheneedssomeonetocome

andtalktoher.Maybeatherapist

becauseitriedtotalktoherlastnight.

Thereisthisotheronewhoisvery

good.Hereishercard.

***itookthecard***



MaiS:thankyoudoctorwewilltalkto

her.

Doc:pleasedo.Iwillseeyouaround.

***hewalksaway.Wewalkedbackin.

Mom wascrying.Shewipedhertears

away****

Mom:Tanyalistentome,iwantyou

tolookforyourrelatives.Yourfather

camefrom Wedza.That'salliknow.

WejustmetattheFarm inRusape.I

wantyoutotakecareoftheTanaka

andTafara.Pleaseworkhardmy



daughter,youaretheonlyperson

theyhavenow

MaiS:MaiTanyastoptalkinglike

that

***mom raisedherhandtellingher

tokeepquiet***

Mom:youknowthatyour

stepfather'srelativesdisownedallof

youafterhisdeath

***shestartedtobreathfastwithher

eyeswideopen****



Me:mama!!!

MaiS:Tanyacallthedoctor.Run

***iranoutcallingthedoctor.Isaw

him inthecorridor***

Me:Doctorpleasecome!

***hecametomerunningwithtwo

nurses.Werantomom'sward.They

toldustowaitoutside.Iwascrying

andMaiSekaiwasjustsittingdown.

Afterasomeminutesthedoctor

walkedout.Werantohim***



MaiS:howisshedoctor?

Doc:herbloodpressureisveryhigh

butwemanagedtosedateher.She

needstorest.Pleasecomeandsee

herlatertodayortomorrow.

***hewalkedaway.Wewalkedback

tothecar.Peteropenedthedoor

whenhesawusapproaching.Wegot

insideinthecar.***

MaiS:mysonpleasetakemeto

fourthbusrank



Peter:okma

MaiS:Tanyaihavetogobackand

seehowthingsareathome.Iwill

comebacktomorrowmorning

Me:okma

MaiS:pleasevisitherlatertoday

Me:iwill

***wegottothebusrankandigave

hermoneyfortransport.Petertook

mebacktoMsasa.Ispentthewhole



dayworriedaboutmymother.Peter

camelatertofetchmeandwewent

totheclinic.Mom wasquietallthe

time.Isatdownnexttoherlookingat

her.Itriedtotalktoherbutshekept

quiet.Anursewalkedinanhourlater

***

Nurse:visitinghoursareoverma'am.

Me:ok

***shewalkedout***

Me:mamaim goingnow.Iwillcome



andseeyoutomorrow

Her:takecareofyourbrotherand

sisterTanyaradzwa.Beagoodgirl

mychild.

***shetalkedwheniwasaboutto

openthedoor***

Me:iwillmama.youwillbefine

pleasetakethemedication

***shejustshookherherhead.I

walkedout.Iwentbacktothecar

andPetertookmebacktoMsasa***



***************

Iwokeupagainaround10pm Iwas

stressedaboutmymother.Iwasjust

tossingandturninguntilmyphone

rang.Itwasanunsavednumber.

Endofinsert10
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Insert11

*Tanya*

'Hello'ianswered.

'CanipleasespeaktoMiss

Tanyaradzwa',itwasawoman's

voice.

Me:itsTanyaradzwaspeaking



Her:okma'am pleasecometothe

Avenuesclinicnow

***myheartstartedtobeat***

Me:iseverythingok?

***iaskedwithashakyvoice****

Her:pleasecomema'am

***shehungup***

Ilookedatmyphoneforsometime

confused.Ididn'tknowwhattodo.

Aftersometimeigatheredmyselfi

wipedmytears.Ididn'tknowthati



wascrying.

'ismom ok?Whatifshe....oohmy

God'

Isaidthattomyselfwhilststanding

up.Istoodinthemiddleroom.I

checkedthetimeitwas10:45.Iwent

toknockatJoseph'sdoorbuthe

didn'tanswer.That'swheni

rememberedthathewasonduty.I

walkedoutandwalkedtowardsthe

gate.

'Hey,Tanyaradzwawherearegoing

atthistimeofthenight?'



Hewasstandingbehindmewithhis

gun.

Me:iwaslookingforyou

***hewalkedtome***

Joseph:doyouwanttohelpme

guardthisplaceTanya?

****hesaidthatlaughing****

Me:noJosephiwanttogoto

Avenuesclinic.Soiwantedtoaskifi

cangettransportnow?

****iwasshaking***



Him:iseverythingokTanya?Youare

shaking

Me:mymom wasadmittedthere

yesterdayandsomeonecalledme

sayingthatishouldcometothe

clinic

Him:aahatthistimeofthenight?

Me:yes

Him:itslatenowunlessyouwantto



hireataxi.

Me:yes

Him:im sureihaveataxidriver's

number.Letmecheckitforyou

Me:thanky.....

***myphonestartedringingagain.

Josephstoppedandlookedatme.It

wasanunsavednumber.

Joseph:answeritTanya



Me:hello

'mylovehowareyou?'ItwasMarcus.

Itoldhim whatwasgoingon.

Marcus:that'swhyicalled.Thenurse

whocalledyoumadeamistake,she

wantedtocallsomeoneelse

****ikeptquietbecauseitdidn't

makesense.****

Me:howdidyouknow?

Marcus:thedoctorismyfriend.So



hecalledmeapologizingaboutthe

mistake

Me:ok

***isaidthatwithadoubting

voice***

Marcus:whatareyoudoing?

Me:im standingoutside.Iwantedto

hireataxisothaticangotothe

hospital

Marcus:gobacktoyourroom and



sleep.

Me:but...

Marcus:everythingisfineatthe

hospital.Itwasamistake.Goand

sleep.

Me:okthankyou

Marcus:startwalkingnow

***Josephwaslookingatmewith

questioningeyes***



Me:holdon

***iloweredthephone***

Me:thankyouJoseph,theysaidthat

itwasamistake.Thenursewanted

tocallsomeoneelse

***istartedwalk****

Joseph:ok.Goodnight

Me:goodnight

***iwalkedbacktotheroom.The

momenticlosedthedoorthat'swhen

irealisedthatthecallwasstill



engaged****

Me:hello

Marcus:areyouinyourroom now?

Me:yes

Marcus:nowcanyoupleasegiveme

youraunt'snumber

Me:why?



Marcus:iwanttoaskherifshe

arrivedsafely

Me:ok

***iwantedtoaskhim whyhe

wantedtoknowbutidecidedagainst

it.***

Me:its071345.....

***igavehim thenumber***

Him:thanks.Nowsleep.Goodnight.

***hehungupbeforeianswered

him****



***iwenttolieontoptheblankets

andstartedtothinkaboutwhat

happened***

'ifitwasamistaketheywere

supposedtocallmeandapologise.

Whydidtheycallhim?Whydoeshe

wantMaiSekai'snumber?'

Ithoughttomyself.Ishruggedmy

shoulders.

'Ismom ok?Buthesaideverythingis

fineatthehospital'



***istartedtoplayagameonmy

phone.Ilaterdozedoff.Butihada

nightmare.

Ascarymanwaschasingmeandi

wasinthemiddleofnowhere.I

turnedtolookattheman'sfacebutit

wascoveredwithamask.Icontinued

runningandicouldheardmy

mother'svoicetellingtorunand

neverlookback.Istumbledandfell.

Themancaughtme.Istartedto

scream.Iwokeuppanting.Ichecked

thetime.Itwas3:26am.Isatdown

thinkingaboutthedream.Istartedto

playwithmyphoneuntilitwas6am.

Iwenttotakeabath.Iworemywork



clothes.IwantedtoaskEveifican

goandvisitmom duringlunchhour.

Butiheardaknockatthedoor.iwent

toopen.ItwasPeter****

Me:Goodmorning

Peter:Goodmorningma'am.Areyou

done?

***ilookedathim withafrownon

myface***

Me:wherearewegoing?



Peter:tothehospital

Me:iwillgoduringlunchhour.Ihave

toaskMsEvefirst.

Him:bosssaidishouldcomeand

fetchyou

Me:but...

Him:don'tworryaboutMsEveim

surethebosshadalreadytalkedto

her

***inodmyhead.***



Me:letmechangemyshoes

***iworemypumsandwedroveout.

Whenwegotthereiwassurprisedto

seeMaiSekaiatthereception.She

wasamessandhereyeswerered.

Assoonasshesawmeshewalked

towardsmeandhuggedmeandshe

startedtocry***

Me:mamawhat'sgoingon?What

happened?

***shekeptoncrying.Isawthe

doctorwalkingtowardsus.***



Me:doctorwhatisgoingon?

***hejustshookhishead***

Me:whathappened?Whereismy

mother?

***isaidwalkingtoherwardbuthe

stoppedme***

Doctor:im sorry....

***istoppedhim***

Me:sorry?



Doctor:yourmotherpassedaway

lastnight

***ifellonthefloorandicried

loudly***

Doctor:pleasetakeheart

***iwasjustshakingmyheadwhilst

crying****

MaiSekai:im sorryTanya

***shesaidthatcrying.iwipedmy

tears.Istoodupandwalkedtothe

nursewhowasatthereception***



Me:iwanttoseemymotherplease

***shejustshookherhead***

Her:theytookherbodytothe

mortuarylastnight

Me:nooo

***isatontheflooragaincrying.Mai

Sekaicameandhelpedmestandup

andwewalkedtothecar.****

************

Itfeltlikeadream butmymother



wasgone.Marcusdidn'tmanageto

comehewasstillonhisbusinesstrip.

Hepaidforeverythingfrom the

funeralparlourservicesandcoffinto

thefoodpeopleateatthefuneral.My

mother'srelativescameaswell.

Mom waslaidtorestrightnexttomy

stepfather.

ItwasnowFriday(twodaysafterthe

burial)iwassittingoutsidewithmy

siblings.Wewerenowleftalone,

peoplehaddeparted.MaiSekaiwas

stillaround.IsawMarcus'car



arriving.Hewalkedout.Istartedto

cryalloveragain

Him:im verysorryforyourloss

Tanyaandim sorryididn'tmanage

toattendthefuneral.

***ijustcriedlookingdown.He

waiteduntiliwasquiet.MaiSekai

walkedoutofthehutwithachairand

shegaveittohim.Hesatdown.***

Marcus:mycondolencesma

***shejustshookherhead***



MaiS:thankyouforeverythingmy

son

***shesaidthatclappingher

hands***

Marcus:youdon'thavetoma.

MaiS:wouldyoulikeanythingtoeat?

Marcus:noim finethankyou

MaiS:ihopeTanyastillhaveherjob.

Sheneedstotakecareofherbrother

andsister



***MarcuslookedatTanakaand

Tafarawhoweresittingbeside

me.***

Marcus:yesmashestillhaveherjob

butwhoisgoingtotakecareofthem

now?

MaiS:theirmothers'relativessaid

thatsinceTanyaisworkingnowshe

willtakecareofthem

***Marcusshookhishead***

Marcus:butTanyawillbeinHarare



andtheycan'tcomeandstaywithher

attheworkplace.Unlessshewants

torentsomewhereelsebutidon't

thinkthat'sagoodidea.Iwillsend

them toaboardingschool.

***ilookathim surprised***

MaiS:mmm mysonthankyouvery

muchforyourgenerositybutidon't

thinkthat'sproper.Iwillstaywith

them atmyhouse

Marcus:ifyousaysoma.Butifyou

needanyhelpdon'thesitatetotell

me



MaiS:iwill

***shesaidthatnoddingherhead.

Marcusstoodup***

Marcus:ishouldgetgoingnow

MaiS:thankyouforcoming

***henodhishead***

Marcus:Tanyacanitalktoyou?

***hesaidthatwalkingtohiscarand

followedhim.***



Me:thankyouforeverything

Marcus:youarewelcome.Ihaveto

gonow.IneedtogotoBulawayothis

afternoon.

***inodmyhead***

Me:iwillgobacktoworkonMonday

Marcus:ok.SeeyouonMondaythen.

Takecareofyourself

***hesaidthatgettinginhiscar***



Me:iwill

***hestartedtoreversebuthe

stoppedandcalledme***

Him:doyoustillhavemoney?

Me:yes

Him:ok.Andim sureyourpayhave

beentransferredtoyouraccount

Me:ok.Safejourney



Marcus:thanksbabygirl

***hewinkedandismiled.Hedrove

away****
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Insert13

*Tanya*

IcouldntbelievethatMarcuswas

proposingmarriagetome.Itwas

onlyamonthsincewestarteddating.

Manythingscameonmymind

'Whytherush?Idon'tknowmuch

abouthim yet.Idontevenknowhis

exactage.Ihaven'tmethisparents

before.Whatiftheywillnotlikeme?



Am ireadyformarriage?Whatabout

mydreamsoffurtheringmystudies?'

Ithoughttomyself.

Hewaslookingatmewithpleading

eyes.Everyonewasmakingnoise.

Theladieswerescreamingandthe

guyswerewhistling.Ilookedaround

andeveryonewasnoddingtheir

heads.

"sayyes!!",someguyshouted.

Sandy:sayyesgirl!!!



Ilookedattheladieswhowereinthe

pool.Theywerebeautiful,with

amazingbodies.Ifeltsoluckyand

special.

'Godtookmymotherandhegave

meMarcus',ithoughtagainandtears

startedtorolldownmycheeks

Marcus:babe?

***inodmyhead***

Marcus:youknowiwantyoutosayit



Me:yesMarcusiwillmarryyou

***hebreathedoutandthescreams

andwhistlesincreased.Hetookmy

lefthand***

Marcus:thankyou

***hesaidthatslidingaringonmy

finger.Hestoodupandistoodupas

well.***

Kuda:kiss,,,,kiss,,,,kiss

***hestartedshoutingandeveryone

joinedhim.Ilookeddown***



Marcus:mayi?

***inodmyheadlookingathim.He

gavemeababykissonmylipsand

huggedme.Thatwasourfirsthug

andkiss***

Kuda:iblinkedguys.Didtheykiss?

***everyonelaughed.***

Sandy:metoomylove.Imissedthe

kiss

***shesaidthatwalkingtous

smiling***



Sandy:im happyforyouguys.

***Shehuggedus.***

Kuda:okenoughaboutthem.Today

wearecelebratingus

***everyonelaughed.Hewalked

towardsus.***

Kuda:congratulationsMrandMrs

Marcus.

***ilookeddown.Hehuggedus.

MarcusandKudawalkedaway

smiling.Alltheladiescamefora



grouphug.Theywereallhappybuti

wasn'tsureifiwasreadyfor

everythingthatwasgoingon***

"Anditsadiamondringgirl!!",Sandy's

maidofhonourshouted.Ilookedat

Marcusshockedandhewinked.I

smiled.Wespendtherestoftheday

havingfun.

Wewerenowonourwaybackandi

waslookingattheringalltheway.

Marc:youlikeit?



***heaskedsmiling***

Me:yesitsnice.Butisittruethatits

realdiamond?

***helaughed***

Marc:yesbabygirlitsrealdiamond

***iwasshocked**

Me:howmuchwasit?

***iwassocurious***

Marc:nothingicannotafford



***hesaidthatwithasmirkonhis

face***

Me:itmusthavecostafortune

Marc:that'snotimportantmylove.

Thankyouforacceptingmyproposal

Tanya.

***hesaidthatwithaseriousface***

Me:youarewelcome.Marcus?

Marc:yesbabe

***helookedatme***



Me:howoldareyou?

***helaughedandcontinued

driving***

Marc:canyouguess

Me:mmm youare32

Marc:doilookthatyoung?

***inodmyhead***

Marc:im 35turning36soon



Me:ok

****ikeptquiet***

'OohmyGodheisthatold?MaiSekai

wasright.'Ithoughttomyself

Marc:am itooold?

***heaskedmesmiling***

Me:no

***henodhishead.Hisphonerang.

Helookedatthecalleridandsmiled

widely***



Marc:myoneandonly

***ilookedathim shocked***

Caller:.......

****icouldhearthatitwasa

woman'svoice.****

Marc:im finethankshowareyou?

Caller:......

Marc:why?



Caller:........

****helaughed***

Marc:im notavoidingyoumyfirst

lady

***ifeltmybloodboil***

Caller:.......

Marc:ispendthedaywithKudaand

Sandra

***istartedtoremovetheringslowly.

Iwantedtogivehim hisring



back.****

Marc:iwillbehomesoon.Ihopeyou

cookedmyfavoritemeal

Caller:......

Marc:that'smylady

***iputtheringonthedashboard

andhelookedatmeshocked.I

lookedaway***

Caller:.....



Marc:seeyousoon.Byemom

***iwassoembarrassedbutididn't

wanttoshowhim***

Caller:......

***hehungupandlookedatme.We

werenowatthegatewaitingfor

Josephtoopen.****

Marc:andthen?Whydidyouremove

thering?

***icontinuedtokeepquiet****

Marc:im talkingtoyouTanya.Look



atme

***ilookedathim wipingmy

tears.***

Marc:whathappened?

Me:ithoughtyouweretalkingtoyour

wife

***helaughedoutloud****

Marc:mywife?OohmyGodthatwas

mymother

***thegateopenedandhedrovein

whilstlaughing.Heparkedthecar



andlookedatme****

Marc:soyouremovedthering?Just

likethat?

***ilookeddowniwasso

embarrassed***

Marc:Tanyalookatme

***ilookedathim***

Marc:andyouwerealreadycrying?

***hestartedtolaughagain.He

stoppedandlookedatmewitha

seriousface****



Marc:whywouldiproposemarriage

toyouifihaveawife?

****ishruggedmyshoulders.He

tooktheringfrom thedashboard***

Marc:mayi?

***igavehim myhand.Heputonthe

ringandstartedtolaughagain***

Marc:youmademydayTanya.Iwant

youtomeetmyparentstomorrow.I

willcomeandfetchyouat11



Me:ok

***iopenedthedoor***

Marc:goodnightmylove

Me:youtoo

***iwasnowangrybecausehewas

laughingatme.Iwalkedtomy

room***

*Marcus*



Icouldn'tstoplaughing.Ilookedat

herasshewalkedaway.Shelooked

soinnocent.Idroveoutandi

decidedtocallKuda

Kuda:nxbadtimingbruh

***ilaughed***

Me:sorryman

Kuda:im tryingtogivemywomana

realkissherenotyourbabykiss

***iheardSandygiggling***



Me:sorryfordisturbinglovebirds

***isaidthatlaughing***

Kuda:areyoudonetellingMrs

Marcussweetsomethingsalready?

Me:im onmywayhomeman.But

yourMrsMarcusisacomedian

Kuda:whatdidshedo?

***ilaughedagainbeforetelling

him***

Kuda:shemustbeverygoodhuh



****istoppedlaughinganditoldhim

whathappenedhelaughed***

Kuda:sosheremovedthering?

***heaskedwhilstlaughing***

Sandy:iwouldhavedonethesameifi

washer

Kuda:womanaresocomplicated.

Insteadofaskingfirsttheyjustjump

toconclusions

Sandy:wewerecreatedlikethatbabe



Me:thesecreatureswecallwoman

aresomethingelse

****wealllaughed***

Kuda:sodidyoukneelagain?

Me:nomanwhywouldidothat?She

wastheonewhowassupposedto

kneeldown

Sandy:Marcyouaresofullofshitdo

youknowthat

***istartedtolaughandKudajoined



me***

Me:iknowhey

Sandy:ifeelpityforthatlittlegirl.

Mmm butshesobeautifulMarc

Me:thankyouSandy

Kuda:withallthatmelaninpopping

andamodelbody

Sandy:mmm



Kuda:im notlyingmyloveandyou

saidityourself.Someoneisangry

andjealoushereMarc

***ilaughed***

Me:youtalktoomuchbruh

Kuda:byemanihavetoaskfor

forgivenessforsayingthatMrsMarc

isverybeautifulandishouldhave

metherfirst

***hesaidthatlaughing***



Sandy:fuckyouKuda

***ilaughed***

Kuda:babeyouknowthatyouarethe

mostbeautifulwomanonearth.Why

areyouangry?

Me:byeguys

Kuda:byebruhihavetodoadamage

controlhere

***ilaughedandhungup***

Idrovehomesmilingiwashappy



thatTanyaacceptedmyproposal

*Tanya*

ItwasnowSunday.Ihadjustfinished

dressingupwheniheardaknock.I

openedthedoor.ItwasMarc,i

smiled

Me:morning

Marc:morningmyfiancee



***ismiledlookingdown.hewas

holdingagiftbag****

Me:youcancomein

***iopenedthedoorwidelyandhe

entered***

Marc:icanseethatyouarealready

dressed

***hesaidthatlookingatmydress.I

waswearingalonggreydress.***

Me:yesim done



Marc:ibroughtyouadressand

shoes

Me:isthereanythingwrongwithmy

dress?

***isaidthatlookingatmyself****

Marc:nobabebutiwantyoutowear

this

***hesaidthatgivingmethegift

bag***

Me:ok



Marc:iwillbewaitingforyouinthe

car

***hewalkedout.Itookthedress.It

wasablushpinklongsleevebody

condress.Iworeitanditfittedme

perfectly.Itwasjustbelowmyknees.

Itookouttheshoes.Theywereblack

wedgeheels.Iworethem andthey

werecomfortable.Hebroughtmea

matchingclutchbagtoo.Itookitand

walkedout.Iwalkedtothecar***

Marc:youlookbeautifulTanya

Me:thankyou



***ienteredthecarandwedroveout.

Iwasquitealltheway***

Marc:youareshaking

***ididn'tnoticeituntilhetold

me****

Me:im nervous

Marc:don'tbe....theyarefriendly

***inodmyhead.Wearrivedandthe

gateopenedonitsown.Iwas

surprised.Thehousewashugeand

beautiful.Heparkedthecar***



Marc:letsgo

***igetoffthecarandwewalked

towardsthedoor.Iwasbusypulling

mydressdown***

Marc:youlookbeautifulTanyaand

thedressisfine

***ismiled.Heopenedthedoor

shouting***

Marc:wearehome!!!

"we?Youandwho?"Abeautiful



womanappeared.Shelookedlike

Marcandiknewshewashismother.

Her:andwhoisthis?

***ismilednervously***

Endofinsert13
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*Tanya*

Iwasbackatworkandtomy

surpriseeveryonewasgivingme

nastylooks.Idecidedtoletthem be

becauseihadalotofthingstoworry

about.TafaraandTanakawerenow

stayingwithMaiSekai.

ItwaslunchbreakandasusualPeter



broughtmyfood.Isatdownalonein

thecanteenuntilEvecametositwith

me.Sheopenedherlunchboxand

startedtoeat.Weweretalkingabout

differentthingsuntilshedroppeda

bomb.

Eve:soTanyawheniwasaskingyou

aboutyourrelationshipwithPeter

youkeptquietbecauseyouknewthat

youaredatingthebosshimself?

***ichokedonmyfoodandshegave

mewater.Wheniwasdonecoughing

shelookedatmewaitingformeto

talk.Butikeptquiet***



Eve:so?

Me:so?

Eve:isittrue?

***shewaslookingatme.Beforei

answeredmyphonestartedringing.I

washidingitunderthetablesothat

shewillnotseeit.***

Eve:areyougoingtoansweryour

phone?



Me:idon'tthinkitsimportant

***itstoppedringingandstarted

again***

Eve:itsimportant.Answerit

***icheckedwhowascallingandi

sawthatitwasMaiSekai.Ianswered

***

Me:hello

"HelloSisiTanyaitsTanaka"



Me:howareyoumylittlesister?

Tanaka:im finethankshowareyou?

Me:im gooddear

Tanaka:ihopeim notdisturbingyou

Me:noitsokim onmylunchbreak.Is

everythingok?HowisTafara?

Tanaka:everythingisokandTafara

isfine



Me:okihopeyouarebehavingthere

***shelaughed***

Tanaka:wearebehaving.Youcan

evenaskMaiSekai

MaiS:buttheyarealwaysfighting

**iheardMaiSekaishoutinginthe

background.***

Me:youarestillfightingwithhim?

***shelaughedagain***



Tanaka:itsTafaraSisTanya.You

knowhim

Me:youhavetostopfightingguys.

Youarenolongerkids

Tanaka:ok.SisiTanyawearegoing

toachesstournamentonFriday.

***theybothplayedchess***

Me:ok.Where?

Tanaka:MaronderahighSchool



Me:that'sgood

Tanaka:aaheehSisiTanyacanwe

pleasehavesomemoneytospend?

Me:youalreadyfinishedthemoneyi

gave?

Tafara:SisiTanyaiboughtsome

books

Tanaka:andiboughtanewschool

skirt



Me:okiwillsendthemoneyafter

work

***Evewaslookingatmeallthis

whileeatingherfoodslowly***

Them:thankyou

Me:okiwillcallyoulaterbye

Them:bye

***wheniwasdoneiputthephone

onthetable***



Eve:yourbrotherandsister?

Me:yes

Eve:whoaretheystayingwith?

Me:mymother'sfriend

Eve:ok.

***shelookedatthephone***

Eve:youhaveanicephoneTanya.

Howmuchdidyoubuyit?



Me:eeehaahitwas$50

***shereachedforitandlookedat

it***

Eve:thisisSamsunggalaxys5and

itsbrandnew.Whyareyoulying?

***ishruggedmyshoulders***

Me:im notlying

Eve:Wheredidyoubuyit?



Me:intown

Eve:mmm

***shehadsomedoubts.Idecided

togobacktowork.Istoodupbefore

sheaskedmemanyquestions***

Eve:youhaven'tfinishedyourfood

Me:im full

**shechuckled***

Eve:ok.Youknowwhenpeopletold

meaboutyouraffairwiththebossi



thoughttheywerelying.Butnowi

seethatitstrue

Me:sorry?

**ifrowned**

Her:yourhairstyleTanyaandthat

phone.Heisonewhoboughtit.It

can'tbePeterbecauseiknowhis

salary.Hecan'tbuyyoulunch

everyday.Never

****shewasnowgettingonmy

nerves**



Me:andwhosaiditsPeter?!

Her:woahsoyouaredatingtheboss?

***ishruggedmyshouldersandshe

laughed***

Eve:itsonlyamonthTanyaandyou

arealreadydatingtheboss?

***ihuffedandsatdown***

Me:yesEveim datingMarc...sorryMr

Moyo

***shelaughedagain**



Eve:youareevencallinghim byhis

firstname

Me:butitshisname

***isaidwithanattitude***

Eve:ihopeyouknowwhatyouare

doing?Youarelikealittlesisterto

meTanya.Idon'twantyouregret

later

Me:helovesme

Eve:becauseheboughtyouaphone,



expensivehairstyleandhehelped

youtoburyyourmother?

***myeyespoppedopen***

Eve:youthoughtididn'tknow?

Everyoneknowsthatheistheone

whopaidforeverythingandPeteris

justanmessenger.

***ilookeddown***

Eve:heisnotmarriedbutim notsure

ifhereallylovesyou.

Me:hedoes!



***isaidshoutingabitandpeople

lookedatus***

Eve:well,im happyforyoubosslady

***shesaidthatlaughing.Istoodup

andiwalkedaway.Ididn'tknowwhy

peopledidn'twantmetodateMarcus

nx****

*Marcus*

Everythingwasgoingaccordingto

myplanandiwashappy.Tanyatold

methateveryoneatworkknew



aboutourrelationshipsoihadto

proposemarriagefast.

ItwasnowaweekendbeforeKuda

andSandra'swedding.Wewere

goingoutforabraaiasthegrooms

menandthebridalteam.Kudatold

metobringTanyawithme.

IwasnowdrivingtoLakeChiveroand

Tanyawassittingbesideme.She

waswearingblueskinnyjeans,a

whitet-shirtandbluesandals.She

lookedgoodbutshewasn't

comfortable.Itwasmyfirsttime



seeingherwearingjeans.Whenwe

arrivedSandraandKudawalkedtous.

Weexchangedgreetings

Sandra:ithoughtyouwerenot

coming

***shesaidthatlookingatme***

Me:whywouldyouthinkthat?Im

theebestman

***welaughed***

Sandra:andwhoisthisblackbeauty?

***shewasreferringtoTanyawho



waslookingdownallshy***

Me:oohmybad.ThisisTanyamy

girlfriend

***isaidthatputtingmyhandaround

herwaistandshetensed***

Sandy:yourgirlfriend?

***shewasshocked***

Me:yesandletmefinishthe

introductions.Andbabethisis

SandrathebridetobeandKudamy

friendim sureyouhavemetbefore



***Tanyanodherhead.***

Kuda:wemeetagainMissMarcus

**shelookeddownsmiling***

Sandra:nicetomeetyouTanya

Tanya:likewise

Sandra:thegirlsareatthepool.Did

youbringyourswimmingcostume

Tanya?

***Tanyalookedatmeandlookedat

Sandra***



Tanya:ididn't

Sandra:don'tworryihaveyou

coveredsweetheart

Tanya:idon'tknowhowtoswim

Sandy:youwilljustplayinwaterlove.

Letsgolove

***Tanyalookedatmeandinodmy

head***

Tanya:ok



Sandra:seeyouaroundguys

***theywalkedawayholding

hands***

Kuda:MrsMarcusiscute

***ihithim ontheshoulder

playfully***

Kuda:butidon'tknowhowtoswim

***hesaidthatimitatingTanya's

voiceandwelaughed***

Me:stopit.



Kuda:icanseethatyouarefallingin

loveslowlybutsurely

***ijustshookmyheadsmiling**

Me:sowherearetheguys?

***isaidthatchangingthesubject***

Kuda:theyareoverthere.Letsgo

***westartedwalking**

Me:igoingtoproposetodayman



Kuda:woahwhat?

Me:yeah

Kuda:where?Whattime?

Me:herewhilstthedivabridesmaids

arearound.Iwanthertofeelspecial

infrontofallthesepeople

Kuda:youarenowtryingtostealour

spotlight

***welaughed***



Me:itsnoworneverman

Kuda:im happyforyoubruh

***wefistbumped***

Me:ihopeshewillsayyes.

Kuda:ihopesotoo.Youknowthem

ruralgirlstheyneedtodateaguyfor

twoyearsminimum beforemarriage

***welaughedagain***

Me:nowyouaremakingmenervous



Kuda:themightyMarcusisnervous.

Wow

Me:imaginetheembarrassmentif

shesaysno

Kuda:shelovesyoumandon'tworry

***wejoinedtheguysandwestarted

tobraai.IwaslookingatTanya.She

wasnowwearingaswimming

costumewithatoweltiedaroundher

waist.Whenweweredonebraaing

themeatwejoinedtheladiesbythe

poolandweatechatting.Wewere



havinganicetime.Kudagavemean

eye.Istoodupandwalkedtowards

Tanyawhowassittingbythepool

withherlegsinsidethewater.Wheni

getgettoherikneeledbesideher.

Shelookedatmesmiling.

Kuda:shhhhhhh

***everyonekeptquietandlookedat

us***

Me:iloveyouTanya

Tanya:iloveyoutoo



***shesaidthatlookingdownand

theguysstartedtowhistle.Itookout

thesmallboxfrom mypocket.Allthe

ladiesstartedtoscream***

Me:willyoumarryme?

***shelookedatmewithafrownon

herface****

Tanya:Marcus....

Endofinsert12
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*Tanya*

"Andwhoisthis?"

Ismilednervously.Shehadafrown

onherface.



Marc:canwegoandsitdownfirstso

thaticandotheintroductions

M.Mom:mmm

***sheturnedaroundandwalkedin

frontofusremovingherapron***

Marc:thiswaymylove

***ifollowedhim.Whenwegotto

theloungetherewasamansitting

watchingtv.***

Marc:heydad



***helookedatusandsmiled.

Marcus'mom satbesideherandshe

lookedatmefrom headtotoe.***

Marc:youmaysitbabe

***isatbesidehim***

Marc:Mom...DadthisisTanyamy

fianceeyourdaughterinlawtobe

M.Mom:Fiancee?

***hisfathersmiledwhilstreducing

thevolumeonthetv***



Marc:canifinish

***shenodherhead***

M.Mom:sure

Marc:babethisisMrandMrsMoyo

myparents

***inodmyheadsmiling***

M.Dad:welcomemydaughter.How

areyou?

Me:thankyousir.Im finethanksand

howareyou?



M.Dad:im fine

***hewassmilingwidely***

Me:howareyouma?Nicetomeet

you

***shekeptquietforawhilebefore

answering***

M.Mom:im fine.

***shewasseriousandshehada

disgustedlookonherface***

M.Dad:todayisthehappiestdayof



mylife.Atleastyouproveduswrong

ourson.Wethoughtyouweregay

***hesaidthatlaughing***

Marc:don'tstartdad

***hesaidthatwithasmirk***

M.Mom:mmm Tanya?right?

Me:yesma

M.Mom:whatdoyoudoforaliving?



M.Dad:isthatimportantMaiMarc?

M.Mom:iwanttoknowmoreabout

mydaughterinlawtobe.

***shefakedasmilelookingat

him***

Marc:aaahsheisa.....

***shestoppedhim***

M.Mom:im talkingtoTanya.Im sure

shecananswerforherself.Right

Tanya?

***shelookedatme***



Me:yesma.Im areceptionist

M.Mom:where?

***Marclookeddown***

Me:atAllegianceconstruction

company

***shechuckled***

M.Mom:soMarcisyourboss?

Marc:mom....



***sheraisedafingerstoppinghim

andshelookedatme***

Me:yesma

****sheclappedherhandsonceand

iknewthatiwasdoomed***

M.Mom:sowheredoyoucomefrom?

Whereareyourparents?

Me:myparentsarebothlateandi

comefrom Domboshava

M.Dad:sorryaboutthat



***inodmyheadandlooked

down***

M.Dad:doyouknowChitafarm there

inDomboshava?

***hewastryingtochangethe

subject***

Me:yessir

M.Dad:theownerofthefarm ismy

childhoodfriend

***hesaidthatsmiling***



Me:heisagreatfarmer

M.Mom:sorrytoaskTanya,howold

areyou?

***Marcshookhisheadlooking

down***

Me:im 21ma

M.Mom:21?

***shelookedshocked***

Marc:yessheis21mother



***hesaidthatwithaboldvoiceand

shenodherhead***

M.Dad:isthefoodreadymywifeim

sofamished

***hesaidthatrubbingherthigh***

M.Mom:yesthefoodisreadybaba.

Letsgotothediningroom

***theystoodupandistoodupas

well.Wewalkedtothediningroom

butihadalreadylostmyappetite.

Therewereallkindsoffoodonthe

tableandmostofthem ididn't

recognise***



M.Mom:youmaysit

***shefakedasmilelookingat

me***

Me:thankyou

***isatdownandshestartedtodish

upthefood.Marcuswasbusyonhis

phone.***

M.Mom:ihopeyoudon'thaveany

allergiesTanya

Me:noma



M.Mom:good.

****shegaveMarc'sdadhisplate

andshedishedupforMarcaswell.

Shetookaplate***

M.Mom:friedriceorpasta

***shewaslookingatme***

Me:ricema

***shenodherhead****

M.Mom:dillbuttersalmonsteaks,

tropicalbeefsteakormuttonstew?



***shesaidthatlookingatmeandi

didn'tknowwhattosay****

Marc:mom shecaneateverything.

***shenodherhead***

M.Mom:shouldiaddFrenchsalad

andsteamedvegetables

Marc:steamedvegetablesplease

M.Mom:shecantalkforherself

Marc



Marc:iknowmywomanverywell

****ismilednervouslymyhands

werealreadysweaty.Shegaveme

myplateandsheblessedthefood

***

M.Mom:digin

***shesaidthatsmilingwidely.They

startedtoeatanditookmyforkand

knife.Ididn'tknowhowtouse

them***

M.Dad:yououtdoneyourselftoday

mywife



***hesaidthateatinghisfood***

M.Mom:thankyoubaba

Marc:forkontheleftsideandknife

ontherightside.Justcopywhatim

doing

***hewhisperedinmyearandinod

myheadsmiling***

M.Dad:mmm loveisinair

***hesaidthatlookingatusand

Marckissedmycheek.Istartedto

copywhatMarcwasdoingbutitwas



difficult.Itriedtocutthemeatbutit

flewfrom theplateandlandedontop

mylap.Marc'smom shookherhead

andcontinuedeating.Ifeltlike

crying***

Marc:usetheforkonly

***hewhisperedagainandinodmy

head.Weateinsilenceandthefood

wasdelicious.Aladywearinga

uniform camefrom thekitchenand

sheclearedthetablewhenwewere

done***

M.Mom:Marthapleasebringusthe



desert

Martha:okmadam

M.Dad:idon'tthinkistillhavespace

fordesertinmystomach.im full

***hesaidthatrubbinghis

stomach***

M.Mom:youhavetotasteitdarling.I

preparedchocolatepeppermintfizz

M.Dad:okiwilltryit.Ihopeyouare

goodatcookingmydaughteryour



motherinlawisverygoodatmixing

ingredients

***theyalllaughed**

Me:itry

***ismiled**

M.Dad:good

***Marthacamewiththedesertand

weate.Whenweweredoneeatingi

offeredtowashtheplates.Wheni

wasdoneiwalkedtotheloungebuti

stoppedwheniheardMarcus'mom

shouting.***



Marc:mom whatisyourproblem

really?

M.Mom:whenitoldyouthati

wantedadaughterinlawididn't

knowthatyouwillbringmethatdark

thing.Sheissoskinnyandsheisa

merereceptionist.Shejustwantyour

moneynothingelse

***ifeltlikecrying***

Marc:dadtalktoyourwifeplease.

***hesoundedveryangry***



M.Dad:loveisthemostimportant

thingMaiMarc.Iftheyloveeach

otherisupportthem 100%

M.Mom:sometimesloveisnot

enough.Itslikeyoupickedherup

from thestreets.Shecan'tevenusea

forkandknife.Therearesomany

successfulandbeautifulwomenout

there

Marc:idon'twantthem.IloveTanya

***shechuckled***



M.Mom:areyousureitsloveoryou

justfeelpityforherbecausesheis

anorphan

Marc:im goingtomarryherina

months'timewhetheryoulikeitor

not

***sheclappedherhandsonce***

M.Mom:inamonths'time?!

Marc:yes.Doyouwantmetospellit



outforyou?

***herepliedsarcastically***

M.Mom:MarcusMoyoyouhavethe

nervetobackchatmenow?Sheis

notyourclassperiod!!

M.Dad:maiMarcbehavelikean

adultsometimesidon'tknowhow

youthink

M.Mom:shebewitchedyou

Marc:youaresodelusionalmother.I



thoughtyougotochurchevery

Sundaytopraybutnowiseethatyou

arejustgoingtheretolookatthe

walls

M.Mom:Marcim yourmotherandi

knowwhatisrightforyou.Thatgirlin

thereisnotyourtype

***Marcchuckled***

Marc:soyouknowmytype?Huh?

Youthinkthatafullgrownassman

likemewillnotknowwhathewants?

Youwerepesteringaboutadaughter

inlawafewdaysago,ibroughtyou



oneandyousaythatsheisnotthe

oneforme.Whatdoyouwantfrom

me?Huh?Tellme?

***hewasnowshoutingandshe

keptquite***

Marc:well,listentomeandlistento

meverycarefully,youbetteraccept

Tanyabecausethereisnooneout

therebetterthanher.Sheisthe

perfectgirlforme.

M.Mom:Marcyouaretalkingtome

likethatbecauseofagirl?



Marc:yestheoneyouhavebeen

askingmeaboutallthesedays.Im

notyourpuppetok!

M.Dad:iknowsheiswrongbutshe

isstillyourmother

Marc:shebetterstarttobehavelike

onenotadictatorinmylife.Shetold

methatshewantsadaughterinlawi

broughtheronesheisnowtellingme

thatsheisnotmytype.Whatdoes

shewantmetodo?Ihavemany

thingstoworryaboutnotthis.

Tanya!!!



***heshouted.Iwipedtearsand

walkedin***

Marc:letsgo

***hestoodupandwalkedout***

Me:itwasapleasuremeetingyouMr

andMrsMoyo.

M.Dad:ihopeyouwillvisitusagain

soonmydaughter.

***Marc'smom didntsayanything.

Shecontinuedtolookdown***



Me:iwill

***iwalkedout.Whenigotoutside

Marcwasalreadyreversingthecar.I

gotinandhedroveout.***

Me:yourmotherdoesn'tlikeme

***italkedafterawhile***

Marc:areyoumymother'sfianceeor

youaremyfiancee?

***hesoundedveryangry***

Me:im yourfianceebut....



Marc:that'senough.Sheismy

motheriknowshewillcomearound.

***inodmyhead***

Marc:good

Ikeptquiet.That'swhenirealised

thatbeingpoorisacursesometimes.

Marc'smom wascallingmenames

becauseicamefrom apoor

background.Tearsstartedtoroll

downmycheeksbutiquicklywiped

them away.Wedroveinsilence.



Endofinsert14
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*Tanya*



Tanaka:youaresoquitesis.Whatis

it?

****shesaidthatwithaconcerned

lookonherface.Shereallylooked

likeourmotherandimissedher

more.Iwantedhertoguidemeand

givemesomeadvice.Iknewshewas

goingtoscoldmefirstforgetting

marriedbeforeicouldfurthermy

studies.Atearescapedmyeyeandi

quicklywipeditaway.Ireallymissed

her.***

Me:nothingim justtired

***ifakedasmileandsatonthe



bed****

Tanaka:butyouarecrying

Me:imissherTanaka.Iwishshe

washere

***Tanakasighedandsatbeside

me***

Tanaka:imisshertoosisiTanya

***Sarudzaiourcousinsisterwalked

inholdingherbaby.Wewereofthe

sameageandshewasthedaughter

ofmyfather'selderbrother,Uncle



Simon***

Saru:whodied?

***sheaskedusandijustshookmy

headsmiling***

Me:im justworriedaboutthelobola

negotiations

Saru:everythingisgoingonwellin

there.IheardAuntululating.You

shouldbehappythatyouaregetting

marriedtherightwayTanya.Someof

uswereveryunfortunate



***shetoldmethatherbabydaddy

ranawaythemomentheknewthat

shewaspregnant.Ijustnodmy

head****

Tanaka:whatreallyhappened?

***Tanakaaskedherandshelooked

down.***

Me:Tanaka!!!

Tanaka:what?Iwanttoknowwhere

herdaughter'sfatheris.

***igaveherdeathstarebutshe



rolledhereyes***

Saru:idon'tknowwhereheis

Tanaka:how?

Me:Tanakayouaskmanyquestions

***icouldseethatSaruwasaboutto

cry***

Tanaka:okletmekeepquite

****shesaidthatshruggingher

shoulders***



Me:caniholdher?

***isaidthatlookingatSaru***

Sarudzai:yes

***shehandedmeherbabywhowas

smilingshowingoffhertoothless

gums***

Me:sheiscute

Saru:thankyou



Tanaka:doyouhavebrothersor

sistersSisiSarudzai?

Saru:yesihaveanelderbrotherwho

isworkinginHarareandasister

Tanaka:whereisshe?

Saru:shewenttoMozambique

Tanaka:soyouarethelastborn?

***Tanakawastalkativeandijust

decidedtoletherbe****



Saru:yes.HowoldareyouTanaka?

Tanaka:im 13andim doingmyform

one.Howoldisdaughter?

***icontinuedplayingwithSaru's

daughter***

Saru:sheistwoyearsandthree

months

Tanaka:thatmeansyougotpregnant

whilstyouwerestillatschool?

Saru:yesiwasdoingform four



***Tanakagaspedshelooked

shocked***

Tanaka:mmm youwereveryyoung.

Didyoumanagefinishschool?

Saru:no

Tanaka:sisiTanyafinishedherform

sixandshepassed.

***shesaidthatsmiling***

Saru:that'sgood



Tanaka:didyourdadshoutatyou

whenherealisedthatyouwere

pregnant?

Saru:yesandhebeatmeaswell

Tanaka:nxnxnxuncleisheartless

howcanhebeatsomeonewhois

pregnantwithabigtummy?

***iwantedtolaughbutcontrolled

myself.***

Saru:becausehewasangryandyou

shouldfinishyourschoollikeTanya.



Becausehewillbeatyoutooifyou

getpregnant

***shesaidthatlaughing***

Tanaka:iwillgetpregnantwhenim

30yearsold

***shesaidthatwithaserious

face***

Saru:goodgirl

***shesmiled***

Tanaka:howdoyoustaywithAunt

yoohshetalkstoomuch



***wealllaughed***

Saru:im usedtohernow

Me:andsheisjustlikeyouTanaka.

Youtalktoomuchaswell

***shegavemeaneyeandweall

laughed***

Tanaka:okiknowitalkbutnotlike

her.Whereareherchildren?

Saru:shedoesn'thavechildren.Her

husbandchasedherawaywhenhe



learntthatshewasbarren

Me:doestheexhusbandstayherein

Wedza?

Saru:yes,heremarriedandnowhe

hasmanychildren

Me:isshethelastborninourfathers'

family?Howoldisshe?

***idecidedtojointhe

conversation***

Saru:yesandsheisfortytwoyears



old

***iwastoldbymygrandmotherthat

myfatherwasthesecondbornand

Saru'sfatherwasthefirstborn.They

werethreeintheirfamily***

Tanaka:whereisyourmother?

Saru:shediedwhenshewasgiving

birthtome.Idon'tknowher.

Tanaka:sorryaboutthat

Saru:iwasraisedbygrandmasheis



likeamothertom....

Aunt:whereismyfavouriteniece?!!!

***shewalkedinshoutingandshe

huggedme***

Aunt:im veryproudofyou.Notsome

peopleiknow

***shesaidthatlookingatSarudzai

andSarulookeddown***

Aunt:thatmanisfilthyrichand

handsome.Wheredidyoufindhim

Tanya?Im surewhereverPetrosishe



issmiling

***shestartedtoululateagain***

Aunt:mybrotherSimonisvery

unluckyallherdaughtersarestupid.

***SimonwasSaru'sfather***

Saru:auntystopit

Aunt:am ilying?Youdon'tknowthe

fatherofyourchildanditsbeen4

yearssinceBridgetwentto

Mozambique.Wedon'tevenknow

whatsheisdoingthere.Whoknows



maybesheisaprostitutethere.I

don'tevenwanttotalkaboutthat

goodfornothingbrotherofyours

***Sarujustshookherhead***

Aunt:whoknewthatPetroshada

beautifuldaughter.

***shesaidthatpattingmyback***

Aunt:youcameasablessinginthis

familyTanya.Nowwecanbuilda

nicebedroom formymotheraswell

aseatpapandmeateveryday

***shesaidthatdancing***



Tanaka:don'tyouworkAunty?

Aunt:no

Tanaka:why?Youneedtohelpuncle

tofarm.

****shejustclickedhertongue***

Aunt:im notavillageperson.Lookat

myskin

***shesaidthatraisingherskirt

showingusherlightthighs***



Saru:butyoustayinavillage

****shemumbled***

Aunt:iheardyouSarudzai.Im staying

inavillagebecauseyour

grandmotherandfathersaidishould

stayherewiththem.Iwouldhave

gonetostayinGweruwayback

***Sarudzaijustshookherhead***

Tanaka:doyouknowanyonethere?

Aunt:yesihavemanyfriends



Saru:okAunt

Aunt:nowletsgoim sureyour

husbandandhisrelativesareabout

toleave.Whyareyouevenholding

thischild?Sheisgoingtoputdirton

yournicedress.Shecanplayplayon

herown.

***shesaidthattakingthebabyfrom

meandputtingheronthefloor.She

pulledmeandwewalkedout.My

grandmotherandMaiSekaistarted

toululateassoonastheysawme.

***



Grandma:thankyoumygrandchild

youhavemadeusproud

MaiSekai:welcometothetheclub

mydaughter.Nowyouaresomeone's

wife

***shesaidthathuggingme***

MaiS:im sureyourhusbandisinhis

caralready

Aunt:goandtalktohim

***shesaidthatpushingme.I

walkedtoMarcus'carhewastalking



onthephoneandKudawassitting

besidehim***

Kuda:itsnowofficialyouareourwife

***hesaidthatsmilingandismiled

back.Marcus'fatherandhisuncles

wereintalkingtoUncleSimon

besidetheircar***

Marcus:okiwillcallyouassoonasi

landtomorrowmorning.Bye

***hehungupandgotoutofthe

car.***



Marcus:mywife

***hesaidthatsmilingandilooked

down.Weheardacamerasoundand

welookedatKudawhowas

grinning***

Kuda:im sorryguysbutyoulookso

goodtogether.Canyougetcloserto

eachotheralittlebit?

Marcus:manareyoupaparazzior

something?

Kuda:shutupandposeforthe



pictureplease

***Marcusjustshookhisheadand

movedclosertome***

Kuda:areyoutwosinginganational

anthem?Don'tembarrassmelike

this,hugyourwifeman

***Marcusputhishandaroundmy

shoulders***

Kuda:onacountofthreeyousayMr

andMrsMarcus.Letsgoone....two...

three

***wejustsmiledandhetook



severalpictures***

Kuda:perfect.Yourpictureswillbe

onInstagram,Twitterandfacebook

tonight.

***hesaidthatwalkingtoTafara

whowasstandingbythekraal.

Marcusjustshookhishead***

Marcus:idiot

Kuda:iheardyou

***heshoutedandwelaughed***



Marcus:youlookverybeautifulmy

wife

***hesaidthatlookingatme.Iwas

wearingalongnavyandbluemaxi

dressandamatchingdoek***

Me:thankyouandyoudon'tlookbad

yourself

***hewaswearingagrey suit,white

shirtandbrownshoes***

Marcus:im happythatwemanaged

tolocateyourrelatives

***ijusttoldhim myfather'sname



whenhecamebackfrom his

businesstripandhefoundmy

relativesaftertwodays.Icameto

meetthem withMaiSekai.They

welcomedmeverywell.Afteraweek

Marcussentamessagethathe

wantedpayformybrideprice.****

Me:thankyou

Marcus:don'tmentionit

***isawhisfatherandunclesgetting

intheircarandtheydroveoff***



Marcus:theysaidyouwillcome

homethedayaftertomorrowbuti

won'tbethereim goingtoTanzania

tomorrowmorning

Me:ok.Whataboutwork?Ihave

beenabsentfortoolong

Marcus:mywifecan'tworkasa

receptionist.Wehiredanew

receptionist,shestartedwork

yesterday

***ilookedathim shocked***



Me:but....

Marcus:nobutsmylove.

***hesaidthatsmiling***

Me:ihavetoworkandtakecareof

TanakaandTafara

Him:iknowandwewilltalkabout

thatwhenicomeback.

***inodmyhead***

Him:Peterwillcomeandfetchyou.



Me:ok

Him:goodgirl

***hecalledKuda.***

Marcus:oohialmostforgot

***heopenedhiscarandtookhis

wallet.Hetookoutafewhundred

dollarnotesandhandedme***

Me:istillhavemoneyMarcus



Marcus:im goingforaweek.Youwill

needit

Me:thankyou

***henodhishead***

Kuda:lovebirds

***ilookeddownandstartedtokick

somestones***

Marcus:letsgo

Kuda:thankyouonceagainMrs

Marcusforacceptingthisfool's



proposal.

***hesaidthatwalkingtothe

passengerside***

Marcus:whereareyougoing?

Kuda:im goingtothebushtoease

myselfduhim gettinginsidethecar.

Isn'tthatobvious?

***hesaidthatrollinghiseyesandi

laughed***

Marcus:youaretheonedriving



Kuda:wtfman!!

Marcus:language!myinlawsare

around

***ijustshookmyhead***

Kuda:im notPeter,doyouknowthat?

Marcus:yesiknowandPeterdrives

wellwaybetterthanyou.Butineed

tomakesomecallsandsendan

importantemail

***ilookedatthebacksitandisaw

hislaptop***



Kuda:youshouldjustgettwoor

threepersonalassistants

***hemumbledgettinginthecarand

startedthecar***

Kuda:nowkisseachothergoodbye

im suremywifemissesme

**wehuggedeachother***

Marcus:goodbyemylove.Seeyou

soon

Me:byehaveasafejourney



Marcus:thanksiwillbecallingyou.I

loveyou

Me:iloveyoutoo

***hegotinthecarandtheydrove

off.Iwalkedbacktothehouseandi

sawmymother'ssistercomingout

ofthehut***

Her:mysisterraisedyouwellmy

daughter.Thankyouformakingus

proud

***ismiledandnodmyhead***
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*Marcus*



Beingangry,isanunderstatementi

waspissedbeyondmeasurebythe

waymymothertreatedTanya.She

wantedtojeopardizemyplans

becauseicouldseethatTanyawas

hurt.Iknewthatshewantedthebest

formebutididn'twanthertochoose

agirlfriendforme.Shewasgoingto

endupchoosingherfriends'

daughtersorsomeoneolderand

clever.IwantedsomeonelikeTanya

whowasyoungandnaive.Ichose

herbecauseshewasaquiteperson

andsherespectedme.



Whenitcomestobeauty,Tanya

wasn'tbadatall.Idon'tknowwhy

motherwascomplaining.

Moreover,marriagewasthelast

thingonmymindandsheistheone

whobroughtitup.Iwasdoingallthat

forheranddad.Butshewantedme

tomarrysomecitygirlorslayqueen

typeofgirl.

IlookedatTanyaasiwasdriving.

shewasdeepinthoughts.Iplaced

myhandonherlap.Shejumpedand

lookedatme.



Me:don'ttakewhatmymothersaid

toheartTanya.

***shetookadeepbreath***

Tanya:butshedoesn'tlikeme

***shelookedaway****

Me:theimportantthingisthatilove

youandlikeisaidbeforeshewill

comearound.

Tanya:mmm

***isawherlookingatmyhand



whichwasonherlap.Iknewthatshe

wasn'tcomfortable.Soismiledand

removedmyhand.****

Me:don'tletsomeone'snegative

opinionofyoubecomeareality.Don't

thinktoomuchaboutit

Tanya:shethinksthatim some

charitycasebecauseim poor.

'Fuck,sheheardourargument'i

thoughttomyself.



Me:noonechosetobepoormylove.

Youaregoingtobemywifewhether

youarepoorornot.

***isawasmileonherface***

Me:youaremyfianceeandweare

goingtogetmarriedinamonth's

time.

***shelookedatmeshocked***

Tanya:amonth'stime?

Me:yesbabe



Tanya:sosoon?

Me:doyouhaveaproblem withthat?

Tanya:itsjustthatwestarteddating

amonthago.Ineedtoknowmore

aboutyou

Me:whatdoyouwanttoknowiwill

tellyounowandbesidesim turning

36soonsweetheart.Im notgrowing

anyyounger.

***shenodherhead***



Me:iwantthesesmallboystoknow

thatyouaretaken.Idon'ttoloose

youmyblackdiamond

***isawhersmilingwidelylooking

away****

Me:nowsmileforme

Tanya:im smiling

***shesaidthatlookingoutsidethe

window***

Me:butican'tseeyourface

***shelookedatmeandsmiled



showingoffherbeautifulteethbut

shequicklylookeddown.Ismiled.

Wegottotheworkplaceandiparked

thecar.Ilookedather***

Me:sohowisyourbrotherandsister?

Tanya:theyarefine.

***shesaidthatsmilingwidely.she

reallylovedhersiblings***

Me:whenwasthelasttimeyou

talkedtothem?



Tanya:inthemorning

Me:okfeelfreetotellmeifyouwant

anything

***isaidthatholdinghertinyhand.

Shesmiledagainlookingdown***

Tanya:ok

Me:goodgirl.Letmegohomenowi

havealotofworktodo.Iwillseeyou

tomorrow

***shenodherhead***



Me:iwillmissyou

***isaidthatsmiling***

Tanya:iwillmissyoutoo.

***ikissedherhandandshepulledit

fast.Iwantedtolaughbuti

controlledmyself.Shegotoutand

waved.Ismiledandshewalkedto

herroom.Itookmyphoneandcalled

Kuda.Heansweredonsecondring.

Kuda:mansomeofushavea

weddingtoprepare.Youare

disturbingme



***ilaughed***

Me:hellotoyoutooKuda

Kuda:im stressedmybrother.This

weddingshitisstressful.Ishould

havedoneacourtweddingwithvery

fewpeople

Me:youknowthatSandywasnot

goingtoagreetothat

Kuda:eishyeahbutnowim broke

man.Iwillbefeedingsome



ungratefulbastardsthere.iwas

shockedwhenSandyshowedmethe

menu.Athreecoursemealmana

threefuckencoursemeal.Nx.

***ilaughed***

Me:wewanttoeatbruh

Kuda:gotoahotel

***hesoundedangry***

Me:whywouldigotoahotelwhen

mybrotherisgoingfeedmenext

weekend?



Kuda:nxwhoeverstartedwiththis

weddingthingisstupid.Youneedto

seethecake.Itslikeshewantsasix

feettallcakeanditssodamn

expensive

***iwasnowinstitches***

Me:youareexaggeratingnow

Kuda:im notbruhitstallerthanme.I

praythatthosepeoplewillsuffer

from runningstomachnx

***ilaughedoutloud****



Me:youareheartless

Kuda:iwantedtwokidsonlybuti

havechangedmymind.Iwant10

kidsnowandSandyshouldbeready

forthat

Me:hahaha10?

Kuda:yesanditsfinal.Ipaidalotof

moneyforherdowryandnowsheis

demandingaHollywoodtypeof

wedding.



***ilaughed***

Me:thankyouforopeningmyeyesi

willjustpaylobolaonly.

Kuda:missblackbeautywillwanta

standardweddingdon'tworry

Me:idon'twanttoriskit.Iwillpay

lobolaonlyandbesidesthiswedding

thingistimeconsuming.

***helaughed***

Kuda:howissheanyway?



Me:eishmotherwasaboutto

jeopardizemyplans.

Kuda:whatdidshedo?

Me:iwenthomewithTanyatoshow

them theirfuturedaughterinlaw...

Kuda:waytogobruh

***heshouted***

Me:letmefinish



Kuda:okok

Me:wegotthereandmom startedto

askherquestionslikeshewassome

detective.Andtocutthestoryshort

Tanyaoverheardmom sayingthat

sheisnotmytype,sheispoor,young,

darkincomplexionandshejustwant

mymoney.

Kuda:eishim sureTanyawashurt

Me:shewasevencryingman.Come



tothinkofitim doingallthisforher

anddad.

Kuda:sowhatdidyoutellmom?I

knowyouMarcusmybrotheryouare

arrogant

***ilaughedalittle***

Marcus:igavehermypieceofmind.

ItoldhertoacceptTanyaasher

daughterinlawbecausesheisthe

rightgirlforme.

Kuda:youdidagoodthing.



Me:im gonnagiveherasilent

treatment

Kuda:that'stoomuchmanyouknow

shecan'tstandit

Me:that'sthepointshehaveto

acceptTanya.

Kuda:whatdidtheoldmansay?

Me:nothinghelikedher



Kuda:better.

Me:letmegohomemanihavealot

worktodo.

Kuda:okbruhbutmom willaccept

theloveofyourlifedon'tcommit

suicideplease

***ilaughed***

Me:byeman

***helaughedandhungup.Idrove

home.Whenigothomemom and

dadweresittinginthelounge.Iwas



abouttogoupstairswhendadtalked

Dad:Marc

Me:dad

***ilookedathim***

Dad:comeandsitdown.Yourmother

havesomethingtosay

***mom lookedathim anddadnod

hishead.Isatdownandtherewas

silence***

Me:mom youhavetosomethingto



say?

***shenodherhead***

Mom:im sorrymysonaboutwhati

said.Itsjustthatyouaremyonlyson

iwantthebestforyou

Me:andyouthinkthatTanyaisnot

thebestright?

Mom:ididn'tsaythatMarcus

Me:sowhatareyousayingmama?



Mom:iwillacceptherasmy

daughterinlaw

Me:whydidyouchangeyourmind?

Dad:that'snotimportantMarc

Me:ok.Thankyou

***iwasabouttostandupwhendad

spokeagain***

Dad:iheardyousayingthatyouare

goingtomarryhernextmonth



Me:yesdad

Dad:im happyforyouson.

Me:thankyoudad.Im goingtopay

herlobolanextmonth

****henodhishead***

Mom:that'sgood,whataboutthe

whitewedding.

Me:im goingtopayinglobolaonly

***theybothgasped***



Mom:weareChristiansMarcus

Me:so?

Mom:awhiteweddingisimportant

***itookadeepbreath**

Me:honestlyidon'thavetimefora

whitewedding.Excuseme

***istoodupandwalkedupthe

stairstomyroom.Icouldhearmom

anddadarguingbutidecidedtolet

them be.****



*Tanya*

Itwasnowtwoweeksafterivisited

Marcus'parents.KudaandSandy's

weddingwasheldaweekago.Iwas

invitedandimetMarc'sparents

there.Hismotherwashappytosee

me.Itbroughtjoytomyheartthat

sheacceptedmeasherdaughterin

law.Everythingwasfinebetween

Marcandi.Hewasalovingboyfriend.

HewasinCanadaonabusiness

meetinganditsbeenaweeksincehe

travelled.Iwasinmyroom afterwork



whenireceivedhiscall.

Me:hello

Marc:mylovehowareyou?

***ismiledbeforeansweringhim**

Me:im finehowareyou?

Marcus:imissyou

Me:imissyoutoo



Marcus:im comingbackintwodays

time.Iwanttopayyourbrideprice

***ikeptquiteforawhile***

Marc:Tanyaareyouthere?

Me:oohaahyesicanhearyou.But

Marcidon'tknowfather'srelatives.

Marc:whatdoyoumeanbythat?

Me:ihavenevermetthem beforebut

mom toldmewheretofindthem

beforeshedied.



Marc:okTanyawewilltalkwheni

comeback.Takecare

Me:thanksyoutoo

Marc:byebabe

***hehungup***
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*Tanya*

Twomonthslater



Alothadhappenedinthepasttwo

months.Imovedinwithmyinlaws

andsurprisinglyihadagreat

relationshipwithmymotherinlaw.

OnSundays,iwouldgotochurch

withher.Wewouldgotothesaloon,

shoppingtogetherandbasicallyshe

becamemybestfriend.Marcussent

mysiblingstoaboardingschooland

iwasgratefulforthat.

Marcuswaseverbusyandican

countthetimeswesharedabed

together.Wehadneverbeen

intimate,iwasstillavirgin.Iwasnot

complainingbecauseiwasscaredof



havingsexwithhim.

Hismotherstartedtoaskifwehada

problem becausetherewasnosingle

dayshesawmevomitingorshow

signsofpregnancy.Itwasonefateful

nightwhenMarcusdroppeda

bombshellonus.Weweresittingin

theloungewatchingnewsasfamily

afterdinner.

Marc:Mom,Dadithinkitstimefor

meandmywifetomovetoour

house

***ilookedathim surprisedbecause



ididntknowthathehadahouse***

M.Mom:what?!Idontthinkthatsa

goodideaMarcim stillbondingwith

mydaughterinlaw

***hisdadwaslookingathim

attentively***

Marc:thatswhatyouhavebeen

doingforthepasttwomonthsmom.

M.Mom:welltwomonthsisnot

enoughandbesidesTanyawillbe

boredaloneinthatbighouseof



yours.

Marc:iwillbewithher

***herepliedcoldly***

M.Mom:youarealwaystravelling

Marc.Im evensurprisedthattoday

youarenotgluedtoyourlaptop!!!

***wheneverMarcwasathomehe

wouldlockhimselfinthestudyand

workuntilaftermidnightthenhewill

cometobedlaterorendupsleeping

there.Marc'sdadclearedhis

throat****



M.Dad:ihearyoumyson.Anditsnot

abadthingthatyouwanttomove

out.Im gladactuallybecausethats

partofgrowingup...

****mom interruptedher***

M.Mom:butbabaMarc...

M.Dad:iunderstandyourconcernmy

wifeandim worriedaboutmy

daughterinlawtoo.Maybeyoucan

sendhertoschoolorshecanlook

forajobsomewheresothatshe

wontbeafulltimehousewife.She



willgetboredinthathouse.

Marc:icantakecareofmywifedad

thereisnoneedforhertogoto

schoolorwork.

M.Dad:butsheneedstohave

somethinginhername.Youcant

takecareofherforeversheneedsto

beindependent

Marc:wellTanyaisnotcomplaining.

Youaretheoneswhoaregetting

workedupfornothing.



***ilookedathim surprisedbecause

heknewverywellthatiwantedto

furthermystudies.Marc'smom

clappedherhandsonce***

M.Mom:wondersshallneverend.

Tanyasaysomethingareyouready

tobeahousewifefortherestofyour

life?

***theyallloookedatme***

Me:nomaiwouldliketogoto

school



M.Dad:good

Marc:wellthatcanbearrangedbut

wearemovingoutthisweekend

***hesaidthatannoyed***

M.Dad:whatstherush?

Marc:wellthatstheonlyweekendim

free.

M.Mom:okmaybethisisthelast

timeim havingaconversationwith

youbeforeyoumoveout.Marcyou



needtospendsometimewithyour

wife.Haveyoueverhadaproper

conversationwithhersinceyou

marriedher?

***herquestiontookmebackabit.

Marcdoesnthavetimeforme.***

Marc:yeswetalk.RightTanya?

***ijustnoddedmyheadididntwant

todisrespecthim infrontofhis

parents****

Marc:goodnightfamilyim goingto

bednow.Ihavetobeattheairport

veryearlytomorrowmorning



***hesaidthatstandingupandhe

walkedtoourroom****

M.Mom:Tanyamydaughteryouhave

toputyourfeetontheground,iknow

mysonhecanbestubborn

sometimes.

Me:okaymaletmegotobed.

Goodnight

Them:Goodnight

***iwalkedtoourbedroom.Marc

waslyingontopofthebedwithhis



tabletinhishands.Ichangedintomy

nightdressandwenttomysideof

thebed.Idecidedtostarta

conversationwithhim likegoodold

days***

Me:iheardyousayingthatyouhave

tobeatheairporttomorrow.Where

areyougoing?

Marc:businesstrip

***hesaidthatlookingathisipad***

Me:businesstrip...where?



Him:whatsupwiththehundred

questions?Whendidyoustarttoask

aboutmywhereabouts?

***hesaidthatlookingatme

intensely***

Me:iam yourwifeMarc.Ihaveto

knowyourwhereabouts

***isaidthatplayingwithmy

fingers***

Him:exactly!Youarewifenot

personalassistant.Youshouldbe



askingmeaboutclothesiwantto

weartomorrowandmakesurethey

areironedproperly.

****inodmyhead***

Him:Good.

***igotinsidetheblanketsand

lookedtheotherside***

Him:oohandtheotherthingicant

sendyourbrotherandsisterto

schoolandyoutoo.Soyouhaveto

choosebetweenyouandthem

****ikeptquiet***



Him:im talkingtoyouTanya!

***heraisedhisvoice***

Me:iheardyouMarcus.Iwilllookfor

ajob

Him:nowifeofminewillworkas

longasim alivenever.Doyouhear

me?

Me:yes

Marc:Good.makesureyoupackour



thingstomorrowwearemovingout

thedayaftertomorrow

Me:ok

***icriedsilentlythinkingabouthow

thingschangedinamatterof

days.***

Wheniwokeupthefollowingday

Marcwasalreadygone.Ispentthe

wholedaypackingourclothes.Iwas

goingtomissmyinlawsbecauseit

wasgoingtobemeandmycold

husbandinthatnewhouse.



******asperMarcus'wordwemoved

outthatweekend.Thehousewas

giganticandcold.Thefurniturewas

expensiveandmasculinewithdull

colors.Itwasadoublestoreyhouse

withfourbedrooms,twositting

rooms,diningroom,withapoolarea

andhisbigstudyiknewthatwas

goingtobehisnewsanctuary

wheneverhewasathome.Histrips

wereendless,iwasalwaysalonein

hishouse.Hewouldgivememoney

tobuymyclothesandfoodforthe

house.Ihadmyowndriver.Iwas

livingalavishlifebutiwasthemost

lonelyandmiserablepersoninthe



world.
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*Marcus*

Myofficephonerangandianswered

Me:hello

Angela:hellosirMissSatandeishere

***ifrownediwasexpectingher

fathertocometothismeeting***

Me:okpleaseaccompanyhertomy

office



Angela:oksir

***ihungup.Afterafewminutes

Angelaopenedthedoorandthis

beautifulladycatwalkedintomy

office.Istoodup.Shewaslightin

complexionwithabangingbody.She

waswearingablackpencilskirt

whichshowedhercurvesandan

animalprintblousewhichshowed

hercleavage.Shewaswearingvery

highheelsandshewaswalkinglike

shewaswearingflats.Everything

aboutherwasscreamingfor

attention.Shestretchedherperfectly

manicuredhandforahandshake.



Her:DesireeSatande

***shesaidthatwithasmilethatcan

lightuptheroom.Shehaddeep

dimplesandhemakeupwason

point.Ishookherhand.Iclearedmy

throat***

Me:Eeh...MarcusMoyo.Nicetomeet

youMiss.Youcanhaveasit

****isaidthatshowingherthe

chair***

Her:thankyou

***shesatdownandisatdownas



well.Sheputherhandbagonthe

tableandcrossedherlegs.Myeyes

werestuckonherlightandscarless

legs****

Desiree:iknowyouwereexpecting

myfatherim sorryhecouldntmake

it.Heattendedafuneral

***iwasntevenpayingattentionto

whatshewassaying***

'isitevenallowedtobebeautifuland

sexylikethis',ithoughttomyself

lookingather



Me:noitsok.Wouldyoulikeanything

todrink?Juice,watermaybe

Her:waterwillbefine

***ipouredwaterforusandigulped

mineinonego.Ireallyneededto

calm downandfocusbecauseitwas

averyimportantmeeting.Iopened

mylaptop.****

Me:wecanstart

Her:yes

****shetookoutheripadfrom her



bagandshelookedatmeblinking

slowlyandhereyelasheswere

long***

Me:asyouknowtheagendaofthis

meetingiwanttoopenahotelsoim

lookingforinvestors

Her:okwhereexactlywillyourhotel

belocatedMrMarcus?

***hervoicewassosoothingbuti

didntallowittodistractme****

Me:justoutsideHararealongthe



Harare-Masvingoroadbefore

Beatriceletmeshowyoutheexact

locationhereonmylaptop

***iwasabouttogiveherthelaptop

whenshestoodupandwalkedtomy

side.Shebentabitbesidemeand

hereyeswerefocusedonthelaptop

butminewerestuckonher

cleavage****

Her:iseethisisjustafterthetollgate

right

***sheaskedafterafewminutes***

Me:exactly



***shewalkedbacktohersit***

Her:okareyoucertainaboutyour

clientellebasethere?

Me:yesthathotelwillhave

conference,weddingfacilities,and

thatisabusyroadsoitwillcaterfor

peopleintransitaswell

***shewasnoddingherhead.She

askedmesomanyquestionsabout

thehotelthatiwantedtobuildandi

couldseethatshewasimpressed***



****Afterawhileshestoodup***

Desiree:itwasnicemeetingyouMr

Marcus.Im suremyfatherwillbe

impressed.

***shesaidthatsmiling.Ichecked

mytimeitwasstill9am***

Me:thankyouMissDesiree.Would

youlike ustogooutforbreakfast?

Anditsonmeofcourse

***iaskedwithpleadingeyes***

Her:sure.Whowouldsaynotofree



food?

***shesaidthatlaughing***

Me:shallwe

***iopenedthedoorforherand

walkedoutinfrontme.Ibitmylip.We

drovetotherestaurant.***

Waitress:Goodmorningwouldyou

likeanythingorderanythingtodrink

oricangiveyouamoment

***sheaskedafterplacingthe

menusinfrontofus***



Desiree:iknowexactlywhatiwant.i

willhaveaCafeMochawhiteplease

andbaconscrambledmashcrepes

toppedwithextraavocado

***sheclosedthemenuandlooked

atmesmiling.Thewaitresswas

jottingeverythingonanotepad***

Waitress:andforyousir?

Me:iwillhaveblackamericanoanda

carliforniaomeletewithextrabacon

andryetoast

***thewaitresstookthemenusand

walkedaway***



Desiree:soMarcusicanseethat

youhavedonesomuchforyourself.

From theconstructioncompany

whichisalloverSADCregionand

nowyouaremovingtothehospitality

industry.

***ilaughedabit***

Me:yesitscalledsurvivalofthe

fittestinthebusinessindustry.Sotell

meaboutyourselfDesiree?

Her:wellim theCFOofmyfather's

companyandihaveboutiquesall



overthecountryinmyname

Me:oohthatsgreatbuthowdoyou

doit?Miningandfashionatthesame

time

Her:ialwayshadapassionfor

fashionanddesignsoafteri

completedmymastersinstrategic

managementididatwoyearcourse

infashiondesigning

Me:hmmm impressive

***iwasfanscinated***



Her:maybeyoushouldaccompany

metoafashionshowinParisnext

month.Ifwifeydoesnothavea

problem withit

***themomentshementionedwifey

thatswhenirememberedthatihad

someoneathome.Butidonthavea

ringonmyfingersoyeah****

Me:wifey?

***ifrowned***

Her:yes.Donttellmeyouaresingle?



***thewaitressbroughtourfoodand

wedugin***

Me:im singleandmysearchisover

now

***shelaughedabit***

Her:isit?

***sheraisedhereyebrowsandbit

herlowerlip****

Me:yesunlessyouhavesomeonein

yourlife



Her:relationshipshavebeenshowing

meflameslatelysoim singleand

happyatthemoment

Me:notanymore

Her:really?

***shebitherlipagain***

Me:yes

***herphonerangandsheanswered.

Whenshewasdoneshetookher

bag***



Her:ihavetogothereisproblem at

workthatneedsmyattention

****icalledthewaitressandisettled

thebill.Iwalkedhertohercar***

Her:thankyouverymuchforthe

breakfastiwillkeepintouch

Me:youarewelcome

***shedroveawayandistoodthere

smiling,iwassloshed.Sheisgoing

tobemine.***

ImarriedTanyaandshewas



obedient.Iwasfreetodoeverythingi

wantwithoutanyonedisturbingme.

Whenmymotherstartedtotalk

aboutgrandchildrenthatswheni

decidedtomoveoutofmyparents'

house.Yes,imarriedTanyabutiwas

notsexuallyattractedtoher.Shewas

exactlywhoiwantedhertobe,my

parents'daughterinlaw.

Endofinsert18
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*Marcus*

Whenigothomelaterthatdayiwas

allsmilesthinkingaboutDesiree.I

couldntgetherofmymind.

Me:hi

***igreetedTanya.



Shewasstandingbythestove

wearingalongfloraldress,sandals

andadoekonherhead.****

Her:heyhowwasyourday?

***shelookedatmesmiling***

Me:good

***iwalkedtoourbedroom and

changedintocomfortableclothes.I

satonthebedandstartedtocheck

Desiree'sfacebookandinstagram.

Thisgirlwaseveryman'sdream.I

decidedtosendheramessageon

whatsapp



me:heybeautiful

***shewasonlinesoshereplied***

her:heyhandsome

***ismiledlikearetard***

me:howwasyourday?

her:itwasbusyandtiresome

me:sorrylove



her:howwasyours?

me:itwasfinebutiwasthinking

aboutyou.Whenwilliseeyouagain?

her:youcanseemenowjust

videocall

***ismiled***

me:iwillcallyouinanhour.Let

megoandeat

her:whocooked?



***shit,iscratchedmyhead***

me:mymaid.Doyoustaywith

yourparents?

her:nopeistayalone

***iheardasniffbehindmeandi

quicklyturnedaround.Tanyawas

standingbehindmecrying,ididnt

evenhearherwalkingin.***

Me:andthen?

***iaskedherwithanattitude.***



Her:icametotellyouthatyourfood

isready.Youcancomeandeat.

Me:ok

***sheturnedaroundandstartedto

walktowardsthedoor***

Me:Tanya

***shestopped***

Me:im talkingtoyouiwould

appreciateitifyoulookatme.

***shelookedatmewithtears

fallinglikeawaterfallandi



smirked***

Me:nexttimedontlookatother

people'sphones.Lookatyounow

youarecrying

***iwalkedtoherandiwipedher

tears***

Me:letsgoandeatmywife

***shedidntsayanythingshewalked

infrontofme.IatebutTanyawas

busyplayingwithherfoodsniffing.

Wheniwasdonesheclearedthe

platesfrom thetableandiwalkedto

thebedroom.IvideocalledDesiree



shewaswearingashortlaceand

silkynightdress.Shelookedsexyand

bythetimeihungupthephonethe

littlemanwasalreadyfacingnorth.

Tanyawalkedintothebedroomand

tookoffherclothes.Shealwaysstrip

infrontofmebutidontfeelanything

atall.Buttodayicouldntholdmyself

iwasseeingDesireeinfrontofme.I

putmyipaddownandwalkedtoher.

Shewasabouttowearhernight

dressitookitfrom herandthrewit

onthefloor.Shelookedatme

shocked***

*Tanya*



Iwasstillhurtingicaughthim texting

hisgirlfriendandhedidntevenshow

anyremorse.Heeventoldherthatim

hermaid.Iawaysimaginedmyfirst

sexencountertoberomantic.I

lookedathim ashecuppedmy

breastsinhishandsitwasvery

painful.Ipushedhim lightly

Him:whatswrong?

Me:im notready



Him:youarenotready?Youaremy

wifesotechnicallyyourbodyismine.

Welldontworryyoujustliedownon

thebedandrelaxiwilldoallthework

***hepushedmetothebed,itriedto

standupbutheheldmedown.He

cameontopofmeandpartedmy

legsusinghisknee.Hepositioned

hispenisattheentranceofmy

vagina.Tearswerealreadyfalling

from myeyes.Hetriedtoenterbuti

tenseditwaspainful***

Him:relaxwillyou

***hetriedthesecondtimeandhe



pushedindeepiscreamedthepain

wasunbearable.Hewasbusy

groaningontopofme.Itriedtofight

him butheoverpoweredmeandijust

surrenderedandlethim dowhathe

wantedtodo.Whenhewasdonehe

fellbesidemepantinglikeananimali

justcurledmybodyandfacedthe

othersidecrying.Thatwastheworst

experienceofmylife.Hewalkedto

theensuitebathroom.Whenhecame

backafewminuteslaterheshook

me.***

Him:Tanya



***ikeptquietmywholebodywas

painful***

Him:Tanya!!!

***heshouted***

Him:standupyouaresleepingon

topoftheblanketsandthisbedisfull

ofbloodpleaseremovetheduveti

wanttosleep

***hewenttothewalkincloset.I

stoodupslowlyandfoldedtheduvet

andthrewitonthefloor.Itooka

cleanoneandputitonthebed.He

wasleaningonthewallwithhis



phonesmiling.Wishicouldslapthat

uglygrinfrom hisface.Wheniwas

doneilimpedtothebathroom and

tookacoldshower.Iworemynight

dressandsleptbesidehim.Hewas

stillbusyonhisphone

Him:thereisabusinessgala

tomorrownight.Peterwillcomeand

fetchyouintheafternoonsothatyou

cangoanddoyourshopping.Make

sureyoudoyourhairandnailsas

well

Me:ok



***irepliedhim.Mytearsstartedto

flowagain***

Him:haaTanyadontbeababywhy

areyoucryingnow?Ifitspainfulgo

anddrinkpainkillersyouwillbefine

tomorrowmorning

****iignoredhim.Iwashurting

physicallyandemotionally.Istarted

tothinkaboutthedayiagreedtobe

hisgirlfriendeverythingthathave

beenhappeninguptonow.Hewas

treatingmelikeapropertyandhe

didntcareaboutmyfeelings.Ididnt

haveanyonetoreportto,iwasjust



anorphan.Icouldntjustupandgohe

wassendingmysiblingstoschool.

Wheniwokeupthefollowingdayhe

wasalreadygone.Islowlycleaned

thehousemywholebodywaspainful.

***Laterthatnight***

Heworeablacksuitandwhiteshirt.

Helookedhandsomelikethevery

firstdayimethim.Iworemyblack

cocktaildressithadalongslitonthe

rightleg,lowerback,itshowedoff

mybodyperfectlyandiworemygold

strapheels.Itiedmyboxbraidsinto

ahighbunanddidmymakeup.Itook



mysmallstringbagandputmy

phoneandlipstick.Wheniturned

aroundMarcuswaslookingatme

smiling.

Marc:youlookbeautiful

Me:thanks

***isaidwithastraightface***

Marc:letsgo

***wedrovetothevenue,whenwe

gotoutofthecarheputhishandon

myback.***



Marc:pleasesmile

***hewhisperedaswewalkedonthe

redcarpettotheentranceofthe

hotelhall***

Me:canwejustgohomealready

***imumbled***

Marc:behave

***heheardme***

Me:cool



***ismiled.Ihadtogowiththeflow

afteralliwasjustatrophywife.He

introducedmetohisbusiness

acquintances.Wewerestanding

talkingtothiselderlycouplewhen

someonecalledMarcusbehindus.I

turnedandlookedatthisbeautiful

ladyshewaswearingaveryshort

maroondresswithglittersandsix

inchheels.Marcremovedhishand

from myback***

Marc:Desiree

***itsher,thewomanhewastalking

toonhisphone.Isawhername.My



smilefaded***

Her:howareyou?Ididntknowyou

wereafanoftheseparties

Marc:itsabusinessgalasoihadno

choice.Forgivemymanners.Tanya

thisisDesireeandDesireethisis

Tanya

Me:nicetomeetyou

Her;likewise.Nicedress

***shesaidthatwithasmile***



Me:thanks

***isawKudaandSandywalkingto

uswehugged.***

Sandy:MrsMarcusyoulookbeautiful

***shesaidthatlookingatmefrom

headtotoe.IsawDesireegiving

Marcusadeathstareandhejust

clearedhisthroat***

Me:thanksSandrayoulookstunning

too

***shewaswearingabottlegreen



gownwhichshowedoffher

pregnancywell.Marcwasbusy

talkingwithKudabuthiseyeswere

onhismistress***

Desiree:excuseme

***shewalkedaway***

Sandy:whatsherstory?

***sheaskedwithafrownonher

face***

Me:ithinksomethingtickedheroff

***weconversedwithotherpeople



butKudaandSandyleftearly.And

whenitwastimetogohomei

couldntseeMarcus.Iwentoutsidei

sawhim standingontheothersideof

thehotelreceptionwithDesiree.They

wereallcozy.Iwasbeyondhurt.

HowcanMarcusdisrespectmelike

this?Iwalkedpastthem andwentto

standbythecar.Hecameafew

minuteslaterwitharedlipstickstain

onhiscollar.Andim surethat

Desireechickdidittospiteme.Ijust

clickedmytongueandenteredinside

thecar.Itwasafewminutesbefore

midnightwhenwegothome.We



wereabouttogotobedwhenhis

phonebeeped.Hecheckedthe

messageandhequicklyworeajean

andv-necktshirt.Iwasjustlookingat

him.

Marc:im goingout

***hesaidthatwalkingout***

Hewasgoingtoher.Heleftmeinhis

coldhousealone.Ikeptontossing

andturningicouldntsleep.Iwentto

theloungeandstartedtowatchthe

tvinfactthetvwaswatchingme.I

sawabottleofwineonthedisplayi



tookit.Istartedtodrinkstraightfrom

thebottlewithtearsfalling.Itwasmy

firsttimetodrinkalcohol.Itwas

bitterbutiwantedtodrownmy

sorrowsinthatbottle.Istartedto

thinkwhatMarcuswasdoingwithhis

mistressihatedmyselffortaking

thatSamsunggalaxyJ5.Ishould

havelistenedtoEve.Isthismarriage

life?Howdidigethere?

Endofinsert19
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*Tanya*

ItsbeensixmonthssinceMarcus

defloweredme.Iwaslivinga

miserablelifehedidntwantmeto

makefriendswithanyone.Histrips

wereendless,hewouldcomehome

withlipstickanddifferentwoman



fragrancesonhisclothes.Therewere

otherwomenbesidesDesiree.He

waschangingthem likeunderwear.

Sometimeshewouldhaveroughsex

withmedrunkcallingoutother

femalenames.Mymotherinlawwas

notgivingmepeace,shewanted

grandchildren.Iendedupdistancing

myselffrom her.TanakaandTafara

wereexcellinginschoolthosewere

theonlypeoplewhogavemethe

reasontolive.Iwouldgowith

Marcustodinners,partiesand

weddings.Totheoutsideworldiwas

awellkeptwomanbutbehindclosed

doorsiwasjustapieceoffurniture



waitingforhim tocomebackevery

night.

Thisotherfatefulnightiwasalonein

thehousewhenhismothercalledme,

ihesitantlyansweredit.

Me:hellomama

M.Mom:helloTanya

***ourrelationshipwasnowsour

becauseshewanted

grandchildren***



Me:howareyou?

M.Mom:im fineandyou?

Me:im goodthankyou

M.Mom:im tryingtocallMarcusand

heisnotansweringhisphone.Give

him thephoneplease

Me:heisnotbackfrom workma

M.Mom:heisnotbackfrom work?

Itsaftermidnightnow.Doyoueven



knowwhereheis?

Me:noma

***shelaughedmockingly***

Her:didyoutrytocallhim toknow

whereheis?

Me:ididnt

Her;whatkindofawifeareyouhee

Tanya?Youjustsittherespending

myson'smoney.Oneofthesedays

youaregoingtostartlayingeggsin



thathouse.Atleastgivemea

grandchild.Youdontevenknow

wheremysonis.Callhim now

***iwasalreadycrying***

Me:iwillcallhim

Her:ItoldMarcusthatyouwerenot

goodforhim butbluntlyrefusednx...

***shecontinuedshoutinguntilshe

hungupthephone.Idecidedtocall

him.Itrangunansweredandicalled

again***



Voice:Marcus'phonehello

***itwasafemalevoice***

Me:hellocanipleasespeaktothe

ownerofthephone

***iheardhergiggling**

Her:babystopit.Sorryaboutthat.

Youweresaying?

Me:canipleasespeaktoMarcus?

Her:andwhoareyou?



Me:hiswife

Her:Marcusyouaremarried!?

Marc:noClairebabyletmeexplain

***iheardthem arguingandihung

up.Iwenttobedwithaheavy

heart.***

Someonewasshakingmevigorously.

Iwokeupandcheckedthetimeit

wasaround3am.Isatupstraight

andlookedathim breathingheavily



infrontofme.Beforeicouldsay

anythingheslappedmeacrossthe

face

Marc:whatiswrongwithyou?Didnti

tellnottodisturbme?

***istartedtocry***

Marc:im talkingtoyou

***hepulledmeandthrewmeonthe

floor***

Me:yourmothercouldntreachyou

soshecalledme.Iwantedtotellyou



that.

Him:soyoucouldntwaituntilicome

back?Youaresouselessandnow

youarebecomingaliabilityinmylife.

JustknowyourplaceTanya,youare

afuckingwifestayinthatlane.

****iwipedmytearsandlookedat

him***

Me:whydidyoumarrymeMarcus?

Yousleepwithdifferentgirlswhilst

im here.Doyouevenconsidermy

feelings?



Him:justbegratefulthatimarried

youTanya.Itookyououtofpoverty.

Me:itwaswaybetterwheniwas

pooratleastiwashappy.Iwantout.

Iwilllookforajobandtakecareof

mybrotherandsister

***helaughed***

Him:youthinkyoucanjustleave?

Youaremywifeiwilltellyouwheni

wantyoutoleave.Fornowyouare

stuckwithmehoney

***hebrushedmybarethighandhe

startedtoremovehispants.Iknew



thathewasgoingtohavesexwith

meuntilicouldntwalk.****

Afewweekslateristartedtofeel

sick.Iwassleepingalot.Iwould

wakeupfeelingnauseousevery

morning.Icouldntstomachanything.

ItoldMarcusandhesaidhewas

goingtotakemetothedoctor

himselfbecausehedidnttrustme.

Hethoughtiwantedtorunaway.

Aftersometeststhedoctortoldus

thatiwas4weekspregnant.I

thoughtthepregnancywasgoingto



changeMarcusbuthebecameworse.

Hewouldshoutatmeeverychance

hegettellingmethatiwastoodumb

ididntknowhowtouse

contraceptives.Atleasthisparents

werehappy.

Thepregnancywasshowingme

flamesicriedalotandbecauseof

stressthehospitalbecamemy

secondhome.Marcustookmetohis

parents'househetoldmethatiwas

nagginghim buthetoldhisparents

thathewasforevertravellingsohe

needshismothertotakecareofme.

Ididntcomplain.Hismotherwas



nowhappyandourrelationshipwas

backtonormal.Marcuswas

generouswithhismoneyhewould

sendmemoneyeveryweekbutiwas

savingit.

Onedaywheniwas6months

pregnantiwentbacktoourhouseto

fetchmyflatshoes.Marcuswasat

work.Whatisawleftmeheartbroken.

Therewereusedcondomsonthe

floorandfemaleclothesinthecloset.

Hewaslivingwithanotherwoman

whilstiwasathisparents'house.I

satdownonthebedicouldntcontrol

mytears.Ifeltasharppaininmy



lowerabdomen.Iscreamed.Peter

cameinsidethebedroom runninghe

stoppedwhenhesawthecondoms

onthefloor.Itriedtostandupandi

sawbloodonthebed.

Me:mybaby

***icried.Petercarriedmetothecar

andhedrovemetothehospital

callingMarcusandmyinlaws.The

painwasunbearableithinkifainted

becausewheniwokeupiwaslying

onthehospitalbed.Marcusandhis

parentswereintheroom.Hisfather

wasbusyshoutingathim ithink



Petertoldthem whathappened.The

doctorcameinwheniwasdozingi

closedmyeyesbuticouldhearwhat

theyweresaying***

Doctor:Goodafternoon.MrsMoyo's

bloodpressureisveryhighdueto

stressandthatcausedthebleeding.

Wehavemanagedtostopthe

bleedingbutitdoesntmeanthatshe

isoutofdanger

Marcus:whataboutthebaby?

M.Mom:whatbaby?HeeMarcus



whatbaby?Doyouevencareabout

thisbabyandTanya?Howcanyou

takeaprostitutetoyourmatrimonial

home?Onthebedthatyousleepwith

yourwife.

M.Dad:thisboyisheartlessand

selfish.Idontknowhowhethinksat

all.Fora37yearoldmanyouarea

dissappointment.Praythatmy

daughterinlawandgrandchildmake

itbecauseiwillpersonallydisown

you.

***iheardthedooropeningand

peopleexchanginggreetings.Itwas



MaiSekai,TanakaandTafara.

Tanakawalkedtomeandheldmy

hand.Iopenedmyeyesandifaintly

smiledather***

Doctor:asiwassayingwehaveto

urgentlydoacaesarianoperationon

herorelsewewillloseboththem.

Marcus:butsheisonlysixmonths

pregnant

M.Mom:shutupMarcus

***sheshouted***



Doctor:youhavetosignthesepapers

sothatwecantakehertotheatre

***thepapersweresignedandiwas

takentotheatretheysedatedmeand

itwaslightsout****

*Marcus*

That1andhalfhourstheyspentin

thetheatrewereverylongforme.

KudaandSandracameaswellbuti

couldseedisappointmentontheir



faces.Thedoctorwalkedtous

lookingdrainedafterawhile.Weall

stoodupandmethim halfway.

Mom:doctor

***mymother'seyeswerebloodshot

red.Shehadbeencrying***

Doctor:congratulationsshegave

birthtoababyboy

Dad:howisthemother?

***thedoctor'seyesdropped.***



Doctor:eehim verysorry...

***beforethedoctorfinishedhis

sentencemom faintedandTanaka

screamedwhilstpunchingmychest.

Kudaheldherandhuggedher.

Tafaralookedatmewithhatredin

hiseyes***

MaiSekai:iguessyouarehappynow.

***shesaidthatwalkingaway.***

Doctor:wait....!!

***heshouted****



Endofinsert20
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*Tanya*



Ourtraveldocumentsweresortedin

threedays.WeflewtoMexicothe

followingweek.Marcushadoutdone

himself.Hebookedusintoa5star

hotelnearthebeach.Wewere

stayinginafamilysuite,iwas

sleepingwithKyleandMarcusin

anotherroom.Ididntwanttosleep

withhim atleasthedidntprotest.

ThatwasDesiree'sdutytokeephim

happyinbed.

Ontheseconddayidecidedtogoto

thebeach.Ineededsometimealone.

KylewassleepingandMarcuswas

onhislaptop.



Me:canyoupleasewatchKyleforan

hour?

Marc:sure,youdonthavetoaskheis

mysontoo.Whereareyougoing?

Me:im goingtothebeach

Him:wecangotogetherifyouwant

***hesaidthatputtinghislaptop

down***

Me:noiprefertobealone



Him:ooh

***isawdissappointmentonhis

face***

Me:wewillgotogethersomeother

time.Westillhave3dayshere.Bye

***isaidthatwearingmysunhat***

Him:okdontstayoutlong

Me:ok

***iwalkedout***



*Narration*

Shewalkedbythebeachside.

Holdinghersandalsinherhands,

shewantedtofeelthesandbetween

hertoes.Shehadgrownsothinin

thehandsoftheoneshecalleda

husband.

Itwasasunnydayandpeoplewere

havingsomuchfun.Shewas

surroundedbyhappyfamiliesand

happycouples.Bythelookonher

faceshefeltsounlucky.Asshewas



walkinganoldcouplecaughther

attentionshestoodthereadmiring

them.Theywerewalkingslowly

towardsthewater.Theygotintothe

waterandtheystartedtosplash

waterateachother.Theylookedso

happydespitetheirage.Afaintsmile

appearedonherfaceandshe

continuedwalkingslowly.

Theseabreezehitherskinandshe

exhaled.Sheclosedhereyesasthe

pasteventscamevividlyinher

imagination.Atearescapedher

eye.Shequicklywipedthetearand

toldherselfthatherpastwillnothold



herprisoner.Shehadsuffered

enoughitwastimeforhertoclaim

backherlife.

Shecontinuedwalkingandfounda

nicespottositawayfrom people.

Shesatthereforawhileuntilher

phonedisturbedherthoughts.

Tanya:hello

Marc:itsgettingdarkTanya

Tanya:sorryilosttrackoftime,im



comingbacknow.IhopeKyleisnot

givingyouahardtime

***shewasnowwalkingbackto

theirhotelroom***

Marc:noheisbehaving

Tanya:okiwillbethereshortly

***shehungupandwalkedfaster.

Therewerenowveryfewpeopleby

thebeach***

TheyenjoyedtheirstayinMexico.

Theytouredaroundthecity,wentfor



boatcruise,playedbeachbasketball

andtrieddifferentcuisines.Marcus

washappytoseeTanyalaughing

afteralongtime.ButTanyaknew

thatthehappinesswasshortlived,

Desireewaswaitingforthem in

Zimbabwe.

***********

TheywerenowbackinZimbabwe.

Marcuswouldleaveatnightand

comebackinthemorning.Hewas

nowDesiree'sprisonerifshetoldhim

tojumphewouldaskhowhigh.He

knewthatthesextapewasnotonly



goingtodestroyhisreputationbuthe

wasgoingtolosecustomersandthe

ministerofInfrastructureand

developmentwasgoingtokillhim.

Heregrettedsleepingwithhiswife

becausethatmanwasruthless.He

evennoticedthatTanyadidntcare

abouthim anymore.Shewasnow

smilingmoreoftenwithhersonof

course.Hewasslowlylosingher,she

wasntthatfrailandthingirlanymore.

Shewasnowdressingverywell.

*Tanya*



Wewerehavingdinneronenightand

Kylewasalreadyinbed.Iwasbusy

chattingwithMarcus'motherand

Tanakaonwhatsappwhilsteating.

Marcuswouldlookatme,lookathis

foodandlookatmeagain.Ilogged

outofwhatsappandcheckedmy

emails.Isawanacceptanceletter

from UNISA.Iscreamed.Marcus

lookedatme

Me:sorryaboutthatim justhappy

UNISAapprovedmyapplicationfor

OnlineDistanceLearning.Im starting

nextsemester



***hefrowned***

Marcus:what?Ididntknowyouwere

applying

Me:oohiforgottotellyou

***isaidthatandcontinuedeating

myfood***

Marc:butidontthinkitsnecessary

foryoutogotoschool.Icanprovide

foryouandKyle.Thereisnothingyou

arelackinginthishouseTanya.

***idroppedmycutleryandlooked



athim***

Me:Marcusiwanttofurthermy

studies.Wedontknowwhat

tommorowholds.Ineedtohave

somethinginmyname.Ifyouare

worriedaboutmyfeesdontworryi

havesavedenoughtopayforthe

nexttwoyears.BythenKylewillbe2

yearsoldsoiwilllookforajob.

**helookedatmesurprised***

He:icanseethatyouhavealready

plannedeverythingbutitsnotabout

money,iwillpayforyourstudies



***hesaidthatafterawhile.Ifeltlike

jumpingbuticontrolledmyself***

Me:thankyou

Him:whatwillyoubestudying?

Me:Accounting

Him:okbutyouknowthatyouhave

togotoSouthAfricaattheendof

everysemestertowriteyourexams

right?



Me:yes

Marc:im alwaysbusyandKyleistoo

youngtobeleftwithananny

Me:iaskedmom shesaidshe

doesnthaveaproblem withme

leavingKylewithherforafewdays

Marcus:ok

***hestoodupandwalkedtothe

lounge.Hestartedtowatchtvbuti

couldseethathewasdeepin

thoughts.Iheardhisphoneringing



buticouldnthearwhathewassaying

becauseiwasinthekitchenwashing

thedishes**

Marc:Tanyaim goingtothehotel.

Theyhaveaproblem thatneedsmy

attention.Iwillbebackbeforeyou

kno.....

***icuthim beforehefinish.He

thoughtiwasfool,itwas7.30pm for

christ'ssake***

Me:coolpleasecarryyourkeys.

***icontinuedwashingmyplates**



Marc:okiwill

Endofinsert23
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*Marcus*

Kuda'splanwastheonlysolutionto

myproblem butitwasdangerous.It

waseithergoingtogivemefreedom

orwewheregoingtoendupinprison.

Buthesaidheknewsomeguyswho

weregoingtodothejobwellwithout

leavinganytraces.Ihadnochoice

buttoagreebecauseTanyawas

slowlyslippingoutofmyhands.She

toldmethatshewasonlystaying

becauseofKyle.Icouldseethatshe

didntevencareanymoreaboutwhati

do.WhenKudaleftidecidedtocook

dinnerformywife.Iwantedto



surpriseher.Icookedchicken

snitzelwithmash,butternut,creamed

spinachandmushroom sauceher

favorite.Wheniwasdoneiwas

impressedwithmyself.Icleanedthe

kitchenandwenttositinthelounge

waitingforher.Icheckedthetime,it

wasalreadypast7icalledher.But

thephonerangunanswered.Aftera

whileiheardacar.Iknewitwasher.

ShewalkedinsingingBusySignal's

songDreamsofbrighterdays.She

threwherselfonthecouch.She

lookedatme

Tanya:heyhusband!



***shesaidthatsmiling.Icouldsee

thatshewasdrunk***

Me:areyoudrunkTanya?

***isaidwithasternvoice***

Tanya:oopssomeoneisinabad

mood

***shekickedoffhershoes***

Me:answermyquestionTanya.Are

youdrunk?

***iwasnowangry***



Tanya:noim justtipsy.Idrankfour

bottlesoficetropezonly.

***shesaidthatwavingherfour

fingersinfrontofme***

Me:wherewereyou?Didyoueven

checkthetime?Didyougooutwith

Hazelorsomeoneelse?

Tanya:Goshwhatsupwiththe

interrogation?Oohyoucooked?

***shesaidthatlookingatthedining

table.Ijustlookedather***



Tanya:wellim nothungryiate

already.

***shestoodupandpickedupher

shoes***

Tanya:Goodnightlove

***shewalkedupthestairssinging

outloud***

Tanya:'asiopenmyeyesohigive

thankstolifeoohoohohhasthe

daysgoby.Outcomesthesun

shiningonmyfaceagainooohoohh'

***shestoppedandlookedatme.



Shelookedsobeautifulandcutewith

hernewhairstyle***

Tanya:singwithmeMarcus!!!Dont

beaboringhusband!!

***ijustlookedatherandshe

laughedoutloudandshecontinued

walkingsinging***

Tanya:'thesunwillshinetomorrow

weshallseetherainbowandiwill

neverletgo.Dreamsofbrighterdays

hahaha'

***iwassohurtandangry.Iwasnt

expectingTanyatobehavelikethis.I



pouredmywhiskyinaglassand

gulpedit.Ireallyneededtocalm

down.Iendeduppassingoutonthe

couch.***

*Tanya*

Wheniwokeupthefollowingday,i

hadaterriblehangover.Marcuswas

notsleepingbesideme.Itooka

quickshoweranddraggedmyfeetto

thekitchen.IsawMarcussleepingon

thecouchinveryuncomfortableway

ibethewasgoingtowakeupwitha

painfulneckbutilefthim likethat.I



drankwaterandstartedtocookiwas

cravingsomethingspicy.Icooked

periperichickenliversandpap.I

packedthefoodthatMarcuscooked

thepreviousnightintolunchboxes

andputthem inthefridge.Iatemy

foodreplyingtomywhatsapp

messages.Wheniwasdonei

cleanedthekitchen.Iwenttothe

bedroom andworemysleeveless

floralblackandpinkflaredknee

lengthdressanddustypinkblock

heels.Itookmyhandbagandcar

keysandwalkedoutafterdoingmy

makeupandstylingmyweave.



Marcuswasstillsleepingishookhim.

Hewokeupandsitupstraight.He

lookedatmefrom headtotoe

Me:morning.Yourfoodisinthe

microwave

Marc:whereareyougoing?

Me:im goingtofetchKyle.Seeyou

later

***hejustnodhisheadandiwalked

out***



Whenigottomyinlawsplace.I

knockedandmum openedforme.

Shehuggedmeandweexchanged

greetings.

M.Mom:youlookgoodbaby

***ismiled***

Me:thankyoumom.

***wewalkedtothelounge.Kylewas

playingwithhistoysonthefloor.

Whenhesawmeheraisedhishands,

ipickedhim.***



Kyle:mama

Me:hellobaby

***istartedtokisshim alloverhis

face.Hewasjustgiggling***

M.Mom:Kyleisalwayslaughing,heis

suchahappychild.

***iplacedhim onthefloorandisat

down***

Me:sohowareyoumama?

M.Mom:im finemychildhowareyou?



Me:im good

M.Mom;congratulationsyoupassed

babyiam happyforyou.Keepupthe

goodwork

Me:thankyouma

M.Mom:howisMarcus?Ihopeheis

bahaving

Me:heisfine.Ilefthim athome.



M.Mom:whydidntyoucome

together?

Me:hewasbusywithhisworkstuff

***ilied***

M.Mom:Marcusneedstorest.

Me:whereisdad?

***idecidedtochangetheMarcus

story***

Her:hewenttothefarm hewillcome

backtomorrow.Twoofhiscows



werestolenlastnight

Me:whereweretheworkers?

Her:thatwasmyquestiontooidont

trustthoseboys.

***wecontinuedtalkingaboutother

things.Wespentthedaybaking

cakes.Ihadanicetimewithher.

Whenitwasgettingdarkipacked

Kyle'sclothesandweleft.Whenwe

gothomeisawMarcus'carparkedin

thegarage,iwassurprised.Itwasso

unusualofhim tostayathomefor

twonightsinaroll.Wheniwalked



insidethehouseisawMarcuslying

onthecouch

Kyle:dada!!!

***heshouted,hewantedtojump

from myarms.Marcusstoodupand

walkedtowardsus.***

Marc:heyboyboy

***hestartedtoticklehim.Kylewas

busylaughing***

Marc:hi

****hesaidthatlookingatme***



Me:hihowwasyourday?

Marc:itwasfine

Me:didyouspendthewholedayhere?

Marc:yes

Me:ooh

***somethingwasdefinitelynotright

withMarcus.MaybeDesireedumped

him.ItookKyle'sbagandileftfather

andsontobond.



Iworetights,avestandslippers.I

wenttopreparesupper.Wheni

finishedcookingtheloungewas

upsidedown.Therewerecushions

andtoysscatteredallover.Marcus

wasplayingwithKylesittingonthe

floor.Weateandlaterretiredtobed

withKyleinthemiddle.****
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*Tanya*

Itsbeenayearsinceistartedschool.

Iwassohappyihadjustrecievedmy

resultsandipassedwithdistinctions.

Marcuswasforevertravellinghewas

openinganotherhotelinMutarebut

wheneverhewashomehewould



spendtimewithhisson.Kylewas

nowabigboy,hewasabletosaythe

twomagicwords'mama'and'dada'.

Alothadhappenedinthepastyear.

MarcustoldmeaboutDesiree

blackmailinghim butididntbelieve

him.

TanakaandTafarawouldvisitus

duringtheirschoolholidays.Marcus'

parentswereveryfondoftheir

grandson.Theywouldtakehim fora

weekortwo,theylovedhimsodearly.

ImetthisladyHazelwheniwentto

SouthAfricatowritemyexams.She

wasstudyingLawonlinelearningtoo



andshewasstayinginHarareaswell.

Hazelwasworkingasacompany

secretaryatOldMutual.Webecame

friends.Marcusdidntlikeherinfact

hedidntwantmetobefriendswith

anyone.

Iwasmeetingherintowntodoour

hairandnails.Kylewasather

grandparents'place.Iworemyblack

highwaistskinnyjeans,anoff

shouldercream bodysuitandblack

heels.Myhairwasmessysoiworea

wiganddidmymakeup.Marcus

walkedinwheniwasputtingmy

phoneandbankcardinmyhandbag.



Helookedatme

Marcus:whereareyougoing?

Me:im goingtotown.Im meetingup

withHazel.

***isaidthattakingthecarkeys

from thedrawer.Igotmydriver's

licencefourmonthsagoandiwas

drivingMarcus'Fortuner.***

Marcus:youaregoingoutdressed

likethat?

***ilookedatmyselfwithafrownon



myface***

Me:isthereanythingwrongwithmy

clothes?

***isaidthatlookingathim***

Marc:nobutithinkthosejeansare

tootight

Me:buttheyarecomfortable

****myphonerang.ItwasHazel

calling.Iansweredthephonewhilst

walkingout***



Me:heygirlim onmyway

***ileftMarcusstandingthere***

Hazel:africantimeagainMadam?Im

herealready!!!

***sheshoutedandilaughed***

Me:iwillbethereinabit.

Hazel:youarealwayslate.Youare

payingforthefoodim aboutorder

***ilaughed***



Me:ithoughtwearedoingournails

andhaironly.Nowyouaretalking

aboutlunch.

Hazel:girlim hungryandlunchison

you

Me:youaresuchabully.Orderfor

me

Hazel:theusual?

Me:yeslove

***iunlockedthecarandthrewmy



handbagonthepassengerseat***

Hazy:okay

***ihungupanddroveout.Wheni

gottotherestaurantHazelwas

alreadyeating***

Me:areyousureyouarenot

pregnant?

***isaidthatlaughing.Wehugged***

Hazel:fiancesaidnosexbefore

marriage.Ijustlovemyfood.You

lookgoodMami



Me:thanksyoudontlookbad

yourself

***shewaswearingamaroon

jumpsuitandbeigeheels.Weate

whilsttalkingaboutschool.Whenwe

weredoneipaidandwedrovetothe

Salon***

Me:ihopeyoudidntforgettomake

anappointment

Hazel:shitiforgot

***ilookedathersurprised***



Me:oohmyGodHazelareyou

serious?Sowherearewegoing?You

knowthoseladiesarealways

booked!!

Hazel:im joking...damnyoushould

haveseenyourface?

***shesaidthatlaughing.Ijust

shookmyhead.IlikedHazelshewas

abubblyperson.***

Hazel:sohowismylittleman?



Me:Kyleisfineheisathis

grandparents'house

Hazel:itslikeheisalwaysthere.

Mummyanddaddyneedsthehouse

tothemselves

***'onlyifsheknew,'ithoughtto

myself.Ijustlaughedandcontinued

driving***

WegottotheSalon,wemetDesiree

atthedoor,shewaswalkingout.She

justlookedatmeandclickedher

tongue



Hazel:andthen?Whatsyourproblem?

Desiree:oohpleaseidonthavetime

forlowlifebitches

***shesaidthatflippingherhair**

Hazel:thebitchisyourmother.Slut!!!

***trustHazeltofightformeeven

whenshedoesntknowthestory***

Me:letsgoHazysheisnotworthit.

***isaidthatpullingherhand.She

wasalreadyinfightingmode.Idont

knowhowshewasgoingtobea



lawyerwiththisshorttemperof

hers***

Hazel:haineweTanyayouaretoo

softman.Howcanyouletsomeone

disrespectyoulikethat?Whatsher

storybytheway?

***weleftDesireestandingthere

lookingatusbeforeshewalked

away***

Me:sheisjustabitterbitchfriend.

Leaveit

***ididntwanttotellherthatshe

wasMarcus'officialmistress****



Her:iwantedtorearrangeherfake

bodynx!

***ilaughed.Wesatdownandthe

hairdressersstartedtodotheirwork.

Hazelwasbusytellingmehercrazy

stories.***

*Marcus*

Kudaarrivedafewminutesafter

Tanyaleft.Wewantedtowatch

football



Kuda:whereisthewomanofthe

house?

***hesaidthatdrinkinghisbeer.***

Me:shewenttomeetupwithafriend

Kuda:ladyfriendorguy?

Me:ladyofcourse

Kuda:howsureareyouaboutthat?

Me:iknowmywoman,sheisloyal



Kuda:haveyoucheckedherlately.

Manyourwifeisonfire.Shehadput

upweightintherightplaces.With

thatsmallwaistandbangingbody

youwillnotbelievethatsheisa

mother

*****ihithim withacushionandhe

laughed***

Me:areyoucheckingoutmywife

Kuda?

Kuda:whatswrongwithmepraising

mybrother'swife.Marcuswhenyou



dieiwillmakeTanyamysecondwife.

Pleasewritethatinyourwill.

***hesaidthatwithaseriousface***

Me:wtf!!!Whatifyoudiefirst?

***helaughed***

Kuda:Youaretheonewhosleptwith

countlesswomen,youwilldefinitely

diefirst

Me:dontworryiwillgiveyouDesiree

Kuda:thatpsychoofyours.Idont



evenwanttoseeher.Butwhatare

yourplanswithherMarcus?

***hewasnowserious***

Me:iwanttogetridofherman.Im

goingtoloseTanyabecauseofher

Kuda:manthatgirlisdodgy.

Me:iknowbrothatswhyineedyour

help.Youknowmylifeisonline

Kuda:youshouldhavekeptyourzip

closed.Buttellmehowgoodareyou



inbedthatshekeeponholdingonto

youlikethat?

*****ilaughed***

Me:Kudaim serious

Kuda:im serioustoo.Youknowto

solveaproblem wehaveknowthe

primarycause

***ijustlookedathim andheburst

outlaughing***

Me:soyouwantmetoshowyouhow

goodiam inbed?



Kuda:eeeuw....im notgayman.

Me:goodbeseriousnow

Kuda:towinthiswehavetobedirty

man

Me:ifitmeanskillingheridontcare.

Idontwanttolosemywife.

Kuda:wearenotkillinganyoneMarc



Me:oksowhatdoyouhaveinmind?
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*Marcus*

Thefollowingdayiwokeuptomy

phoneringing.Tanyawasnot

sleepingbesideus.Mylittlemanwas

sleepingwithoneofhislegontop

me,ismiled.Ireachedformyphone

andwhenisawwhowascallingmy

mooddroppedtominustwenty.I

answered.

Me:hello

Desiree:heybabyhowareyou?



***shesaidwithherseductive

voice***

Me:im goodwhatsup?

Desiree:im notfineyouareavoiding

me.Dididoanythingwronglove?

Me:im notavoidingyouihavebeen

busylately

Desiree:mmhMarcusyouareeven

busytocallme?



Me:youareabusinesswoman

Desireeim sureyouunderstandthat

wecanbeverybusysometimes.And

ihavemanythingsthatsneedsmy

attention.

***iexplainedmyself***

Desiree:iknowbabybutimissyou.

Canyoucomeovertonight?

Me:Sorryheyicantcometonight?

Her:why?



Me:im inMutare

***ilied***

Desiree:okwhenareyoucoming

back?

Me:thedayaftertomorrow

Desiree:thatsfarbabyiwillcome

theretomorrowthen.

***ifeltlikesmashingmyphoneon

thewallbutikeptmycool.***

Me:im verybusyhereevenifyou



comeiwillnothavetimewithyou

Desiree:okbabyiwillwaitthen.Love

you

Me:okaybye

Desiree:aahbaby?

***ididntloveheritwasalllustfrom

thefirsttimeisawher.***

Me:loveyoutoo

***iliedandhungupthephone.I

removedmyboy'slegfrom mychest



slowlyandwenttowashmyfaceand

brushmyteeth.Iworemyslippers

andwentdownstairs.Iwasshocked

toseeTanyawithaglassofwinein

herhandsandbottleinfrontofher.It

wasonly10am forchrist'ssake.I

justlookedather.Thehousewas

sparklingcleanwhichmademe

wonderwhattimeshewokeup.

Me:morning

***shemovedhereyesfrom thetv

andlookedatme.Hereyeswerehalf

closed,shewasalreadydrunk.I

lookedatthebottleagainitwashalf



emptywhichmeansshewasonher

thirdglassalready***

Tanya:morning.Yourbreakfastisin

themicrowave.IsKylestillsleeping?

***ididntanswerher,iwenttosit

besideher***

Me:whyareyoudrinkingsoearlyin

themorningTanya?

***sheplacedtheherglassonthe

tableandtookthebottleandstarted

toread***



Tanya:Spumante,brut.Alcohol

reducesdrivingability,dontdrinkand

drive.Wellim notdrivingtoday,iwill

beindoors.Contains12.5%alcohol,

damnthatsalot.

****hereyeswereonthebottleall

thistime.***

Tanya:idontseewhereitiswritten

thatitmustnotbeconsumedinthe

morninghere.

***shelookedatmeandplacedthe

bottleonthetableandshetookher

glass.***



Me:whatiswrongTanya?Thisis

unlikeyou.Whyareyoudrinkinglike

this?

Tanya:youreallywanttoknow?

****ijustlookedather***

Tanya:welliwilltellyou.

***sheturnedtolookatmeafter

puttingherglassonthefloor***

Tanya:itsbecauseofyouMarcus.

Thatswhyim drinkinglikethis.

Alcoholishelpingmetonumbthe



painthatihaveexperiencedforthe

pasttwoyearsthatihavelivedwith

you.YoudontcareaboutmeMarcus.

Idontknowwhyyoumarriedme

***iwasabouttotalkwhenshe

raisedherhandtostopme.Iclosed

mymouth***

Tanya:im notdone,youcheatedon

mewithseveralgirlsandyoudont

evenshowremorse.Ialmostdied

becauseofyou.Ifitsnotbythegrace

ofGod,iwouldhavelostmybaby.

Youhadthenervetobringyour

girlfriendsandsleepwiththem on



ourmatrimonialbed.Youdontknow

thefearandpainthatifeltthatday

whenisawthatiwasbleeding

***shewasnowcrying***

Tanya:youevengavethatgirlDesiree

anupperhandthatshecandisrespect

me.Shecametothishouselooking

foryou.Justputyourselfinmyshoes.

Howwouldyoufeel?Afeeldaysago

imetheratthesalonsheinsultedme

butbecauseim justatrophywife,

youhavemylifeinthepalm ofyour

hands.Youknowsometimesifeel

liketakingmysonandrunawaybuti



knowhowKyleloveyouicntdothat

tohim.Andbesidesyoucanfindme

beforeicangoanywhere.Ieven

thoughtofleavingyouandstaywith

mysonsomewheresothatwecan

doco-parenting.Butifitakeyouto

courtrightnowyouwillgetfull

custodybecauseyouhavemoney

andpower.

****shetookherglassandsipped.

***

Tanya:EveandMaiSekaiwarnedme

aboutyoubutiwassomuchinlovei

thoughttheywerebeingjealous.



Evenyourmother,shewasagainst

thismarriagesheknewthatiwillnot

beenoughforyouandiwasnotyour

type.Butithoughtshewasjustbeing

abittermotherinlaw.Ihearwomen

talkinghighlyofsexbutasformei

dontenjoythatshit.Everytimewhen

youareontopofmeithinkofthe

dayyoutookmyvirginityinthemost

cruelway.YourapedmeMarcus.You

rapedmecountlesstimes.Thatday

youslappedmeonlybecauseicalled

youwhilstyouwerehavinganice

timewithyourgirlfriend.Youhave

destroyedmeMarcusthatsthe

reasonwhyim drinkingsoearlyinthe



morningwhilstmysonissleeping

upstairs.Iprayandhopethathewill

notbeheartlessandselfishlikehis

fatherwhenhegrowup.

***shetookherglassanddownedit.

Iwastonguetied.Idamagedher,

whenimethershewasagirlfullof

dreams.Whywasisoheartless?***

Me:im sorrybutim goingtofixthis.I

willdoeverythingtomakesurethat

wearehappyagain

Tanya:happy?Haveweeverbeen

happyMarcus?Im theonewhowas



ecstaticaboutthismarriagebecause

ithoughtyoulovedmebutyouhad

yourownhiddenagenda.Sometimes

iwishicanturnbackthehandsof

time.Iwasnotsupposedtoapplyfor

ajobatyourcompany.Maybejust

maybeiwasgoingtobesomeonein

life.

***isawregretonherface.Weheard

Kylecryingandshestoodup***

Me:goandtakeanapiwillwakeyou

uplater.Kylecantseeyoulikethis.

***shenodherheadandihelpedher

upthestairsandwewalkedtothe



guestroom.Shesleptandicovered

herwithalightblanket.Iclosedthe

doorandwalkedtothebedroom

whereKylewasstillscreamingontop

ofhislungs.Assoonasiopenedthe

doorhestartedtogigglewithhis

handsintheair.Itookhim.***

Me:youaresodramaticson,were

younotcryingafewsecondsago.

Letsgoandfeedyou.

***hewasjustsmiling***

Kyle:mama



Me:nomamaissleepingsheisnot

feelingwell

***hejustlookedatme.Wewentto

thekitchen.Imadehisporridge

whilstwarmingupmybreakfast.Iate

whilstfeedinghim.Whenwewere

doneiwenttobathhim.Heslept

afterwards.IdecidedtocallKuda.

Kuda:heyman

Me:howareyou?

Kuda:besidesbeingdraggedto



churchwhilstihaveaserious

hangoverim fine.

***ilaughed***

Me:sorryman

Kuda:Sandraisheartlessstraightim

tellingyou.

Me:butitsagoodthingtogoto

church

Kuda:andhearwhoistalkingthe

biggestheathenofthem all.When



wasthelasttimeyouwenttochurch?

Me:onyourwedding

***helaughed***

Kuda:ithoughtasmuch.Youmust

gotochurchmaybedemonslike

Desireewillleaveyoualone.

***welaughed***

Me:anywaythatswhyicalledyou.

Kuda:youcalledmetodiscussa

demon?ItsSundayMarcim feeling



theholyspiritaroundme.

Me:youknowwhatim talkingabout

Kuda.Weneedtogetridofherasap

man.Im tiredofbeingherlapdog.

Shecalledmetodaytellingmethat

shemissmeandloveme.Icant

standheranymore.

Kuda:ifeelyouman.Asformeshe

disgustme,idontknowhowyoufell

intohertrap.Thatgirlsleptwithevery

Tom andDickinHararefrom

businessmentopoliticians.Im sure

sheeventakeshervaginatoservice



becausethatsnotnormal.

Me:maybesheispossessed

Kuda:howcanademonbe

possessedwithanotherdemon?Haa

Marcusyouarestrongman

***ilaughed**

Kuda:okaythisiswhatwearegoing

todo.Tomorrowmakesureyoutalk

toherthewholeday.Actlikeyouare

wanttotakeheroutfordinnerafter

work.Andyouwillbekeepingus



posted.Evenwhensheisleavingthe

officeshemusttellyou.Doesshe

movearoundwithallhergadgets?

Me:yes.Herlaptop,ipadandphones

arealwayswithherthatswhyits

difficultformetodeletethatvideo

Kuda:perfectsoitsgonnabeeasier

thanithought.Myboyswillbe

waitingforherbythatroundabout.

Me:whatdoyouhaveinmindKuda?



Kuda:leavethattomeMarc.Bythe

timewearedonewithhershewillnot

knowwhathither.

***itrustedKudabecausebeforehe

startedhisownbusinesseshe

workedforthecentralintelligencefor

eightyears***

Me:okman.Iwilldoasyousaid.

Infactiwillstarttobeallloveydovey

nowbecauseiwascoldtowardsher

whenshecalledthismorning

Kuda:coolanywayhowisourwife

andthelittleman



Me:theyarefine.Ihopewhenallthis

isoveriwillbeabletowinTanya's

heartagain.Iloveherman,iwilllose

myselfifshedecidestoleaveme.

Kuda:shelovesyoubecauseshe

wouldhaveleftwayback.Dontworry

wewilldoanythinginourpowerto

makesurethatshetrustsyouagain.

Me:thanksman.Youarethebest

brotherieverhad



Kuda:iknowmyguyiknow

***ilaughed***

Me:itakebackmywords.Howis

Sandyandprincess?

Kuda:princessisfineandnaughty.

Wellthemotheridontknow im still

angryatherforwakingmeupso

earlyinthemornin.Sheactslikeshe

isthepastor'swife

***ilaughed***

Me:whereisshewhilstyouare



talkingshitaboutherlikethat?

Kuda:sheisinsidethehouseim

sittingoutside.

Me:oklaterPastor

Kuda:f*ckyou

***ihungupthephonelaughing.I

tookmylaptopandstartedto

work***

Endofinsert26
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Insert27

*Marcus*

ItwasnowMondaymorningihad

justfinishedbathing.Iworemy



charcoalgreysuit,blackshirt,grey

stripedtieandblackshoes.Wheni

wasputtingonmywatchTanya

walkedinthebedroom

Tanya:yourbreakfastisonthetable.

Im goingbacktobedpleaselockthe

maindooronyourwayout.

***shesaidthatremovingher

morninggown.Shegotinbedand

lookedatme***

Me:okiwill.Whatwillyoubedoing

today?

***isaidthatlookingatherthrough



thedressingtablemirror***

Tanya:iwasthinkingoftakingKyleto

thepark.

Me:canyoudothattomorrow?

Tanya:whynottoday?

***iwenttositonthebedbeside

her***

Me:Ijustwanttoknowthatyouare

safeespeciallytoday.



Tanya:safe?Marcuswhatisgoing

on?

Me:babypleasedoitforme.Iwill

explaineverythingwhenicomeback

from work

Tanya:okiwillbeindoors

Me:thankslove.Andmakesurethe

doorsarelocked.Dontopenthedoor

foranyone

***ididntwanttotakeanychances.

Desireewasdangerous.***



Tanya:Marcusyouarescaringme

now

Me:dontbescared.Haveanicedayi

loveyou.

***isaidthatkissingherforehead***

Tanya:haveanicedaytoo

***ikissedmysleepingboyonthe

cheek.Itookmybriefcaseand

walkedoutofthebedroom.Iatemy

breakfast.Peterwasalreadywaiting

formeoutside.Heopenedthedoor



formeaftergreetingme.Wedrove

out.IdecidedtocallDesiree.She

answered

Desiree:baby

Me:morninglove.Howareyou?

***isawPeterlookingatmethrough

therearviewmirror***

Her:im missingyou.Youknowthat

Marc.

Me:iknowthatbabythatswhyi



drovebacklastnight.Imissyoutoo

Her:reallybaby?

***shesaidthatdelightedly***

Me:yesmylove.Andguesswhat?

Todaywearegoingoutfordinner

***shescreamed**

Her:icantwait

Me:metoo.Thethingsim goingto

dotoyoutonightnxnxnx



***shegiggled.Peterlookedatme

againbutiignoredhim***

Her:bringitondady.Idontthinkiwill

beabletoconcentrateatworktoday

Me:okaybabyhaveanicedayiwill

becallyouduringthedaywheniget

thechance.Areyougoingtoyour

father'scompanyortooneofyour

boutiquestoday

Her:im goingtodaddy's.ItsMonday

remember



***ijustwantedtomakesure***

Me:oohyeahievenforgotthattoday

isMonday.Takecaresweetheart

Her:okyoutoo

Me:iloveyou

Her:iloveyoumore

***ihungupthephoneandsighed.I

wantedtocallKudabutidecided

againstitbecausePeterwas

eavesdropping.Itextedhim***



'shewillbeatthefather's

companytoday.Itoldheraboutthe

dinneraswell'

***hecalledmeinstantly***

Me:bro

Kuda:heyman.Makeareservationat

anyrestaurant.Tablefortwowitha

romanticsetting

Me:im onitbro.



Kuda:iwillbeatyourofficeatfour.

Im briefingtheboysnow.

Me:coolseeyouthen

Kuda:sharp

***ihungup.IcalledHolidayinn

hotelandmadethereservation.***

Ispentthewholedaybusyatwork.

Butimadesureiconstantlycheckon

Desiree.Kudaarrivedatmyofficeat

exactlyfour.Onthisparticulardayhe

wasntevenjokingaround.Hewas



justbarkingordersonthephone.

Whenheplacedhisphoneonthe

table,helookedatme.**

Kuda:Nxallthistroublebecauseofa

manwhowascharmedbybleached

skinandbigbreasts.

***ilaughed***

Me:sorryman

Kuda:youaregoingtopayme

handsomelyim tellingyou



Me:dontworryaboutthatbro

Kuda:Good.Theboysarealreadyat

thespotandtheotheroneiswaiting

forheroutsidethebuilding.Hewillbe

followingbehindher.

Me:ok.Letmecallhernow

***itookmyphoneandcalledher.I

putitonloudspeaker

Dee:sweetheart

***Kudafrownediwantedto

laugh***



Me:heybaby.Howwasyourday?

Dee:itwasfinebaby.Im leavingthe

officenow.

***isawKudatakinghisphoneand

hestartedtotext***

Dee:Wearestillonright?

Me:yeshowcaniletmybabydown

Dee:babyyouarealwaysbusy.Iwill

notbesurprisedifyoucallmesaying



thatyoucantmakeitbecauseyou

haveanurgentmeetinginZambia

***ilaughedabit***

Me:nottodaymylove.

Her:whenareyoudivorcingyourwife?

Im tiredofstayingalone

***Kudalaughedsilently.Ishowed

him themiddlefinger***

Me:verysoonbabyijustwantKyleto

turntwosothatshecangoandleave

myboy



Her:pointofcorrection....ourboy

****Kudaopenedhiseyeswidely***

Me:yesourboy.Whereareyounow?

Her:im bytheflyover.Butithink

thereisacarfollowingmeMarc

***Kudastoodupfast***

Me:acar?Whydoyousayso?

Her:itsturningwhereverim turning



andthedriverslowsdownwheneveri

slowdown

Kuda:shit

***hemumbled**

Me:dontpanicbaby.Whatkindofa

carisit?

Dee:itsaredmazda323

Me:canyouseethenumberplate?



Dee:noitsfaricantseeit

***Kudastartedtotext***

Me:okdriveatyournormalspeed.I

willbeonthephoneuntilyouget

home

Dee:ok.Butim scared.Shouldilet

myfatherknow?

Me:nobabyyouarealmosthomeim

sureitssomeonegoingthesame

wayasyou.Whereareyounow?



Her:im attheroundabo....shit!!

***sheshouted.IsawKuda

smiling***

Me:whatisitlove?

Her:ihaveapunctureMarc.There

wasabarbedwireontheroad

***iheardherstoppingthecar.***

Me:letmecallmymechanichewill

betherenow

Her:okbaby



***ihungupthephone***

Kuda:itsshowtime!!!Callthe

mechanicnowwedontwantany

loopholes

***icalledmymechanicandgave

him Desiree'slocation***

*Narration*

Desireewaitedfortheredmazda

passbeforegettingoutofthecar.

Shewenttocheckthetyre.Avan

arrivedfrom nowhereandthreemen



withgunsgotout.Twoofthem were

wearingmasksandtheotherone

waswearingacapcoveringhisface.

Shescreamedtryingtorunbackto

thecar.Oneofthemengotherand

signalledthatshemustkeepquite.

Shejustnodherhead.Hetookherto

thebackofthevanandhetiedher

handsandlegs.Thenhetapedher

mouthandcoveredhereyes.She

wasjustcrying.Theotheronewas

takingDesiree'sgadgetsfrom the

car.Andtheonewhowaswearinga

capwasactingasifhewasfixingthe

tyreManycarspassedbybutthey

didntseewhatwasreallygoingon.



Whentheyweredonetheydroveoff

fastleavingDesiree'scarthere.

Whentheygottotheirhousewhich

waslocatedinthemiddleofthe

forestjustafterNortontheyput

Desireeinoneoftheroomsand

lockedthedoor.Theotherguywith

theredmazdawasalreadythere

whentheygotthere.

TheycalledKuda

Kuda:yes



Guy:bosswearedonesheishere

Kuda:greatjobboysbuttell

Richy(theguywhowasdrivingthe

redmazda)thatim veryangry.How

couldheactlikeanamateur?

Guy:sorryboss

Kuda:burnthedamncartogether

withthegadgets.

Guy:sure



Kuda:keepaneyeonher.Nofoodfor

hertonight.Iwillcomedownthere

tomorrow.

Guy:ok

***Kudahungup***

Kuda:done.Itstimeforyoutoact

nowMarc

Marc:damnmanyourboysare

skilled

***theyfistbumped.Marc'sphone



rangitwasthemechaniccalling****

Marc:heymandidyouseeher?

Mechanic:thecarisherebutthereis

nooneinthecar.Thedoorsareopen

.

Marc:what!!?Iwillbetherenow

***themechanicsawapolicecar

pullingover***

Mechanic:thepoliceishere



Marc:okim comingnow,staythere

***hehungup.***

Kuda:goandmakemeproudbrother.

YoupretendedtoloveTanyafortwo

monthsandshefellforyou.Youare

goodatthis.

***hesaidthatpattingMarc'sback.

Theyburstoutlaughing***

Marc:letmedothis

***Marc'spalmswereevensweating.

Hewasscaredthattheyweregoing

tobecaughtbutKudawasjust



relaxed***

Kuda:inform yourfatherinlawafter

talkingtothepoliceofficers

***hesaidthatwalkingoutofMarc's

office.Marclaughedandtookhiscar

keysanddrovetothe crime

scene***

Endofinsert27
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Insert28

*Marcus*

Iarrivedatthesceneandgotoffthe

carrunning.Ihadremovedmyjacket

andloosenedmytie.Thereweretwo

policeofficerscheckingDesiree'scar.

Irantothemechanicwhowas

standingbesidehiscarandhistool



boxwasontheground.Igreetedhim

Me:youmeantherewasnoonewhen

yougethere?

***beforeheansweredmeone

policeofficerwalkedtous***

Policeman:excusemesir.Whoare

you?

***thepolicewomanwaschecking

thetyrebusyjottingdownandtaking

pictures***

Me:sorryofficermynameisMarcus



Moyo.Theownerofthatcarismy

girlfriend.Sheistheonewhotoldme

thatshehadapunctureandtheni

calledmymechanictocomeand

helpher

***thepolicemanwaslookingatme

attentivelysoimadesureidont

stammer***

Me:whenhegotherehecalledme

tellingmethattherewasnoonehere.

Thatswhenidroppedeverythingi

wasdoingandcamehere.Onmy

wayitriedDesiree'snumberbutit

wasoff



Policeman:Desiree?

Me:theownerofthecar.My

girlfriend.Sheeventoldmeaboutthe

barbedwire.

***hewasnoodinghishead****

Policeman:yesbythelookofthings

itwasasetupandtheownerofthe

carwasabductedbecausesheeven

leftthekeysontheignition.Wecant

leavethecarhereitsgettingdarksoi

thinkwehavetochangetyre.Thereis

spareintheboot.Sircanyouplease



helpus?

***hesaidthatlookingatthe

mechanic**

Mechanic:ok

***hepickeduphistoolboxandwe

allwalkedtothecar.Igreetedthe

femalepoliceofficerandwechanged

thetyre.Whenweweredonethe

policeofficerputthetyreandthe

barbedwireintheboot.***

Policeman:sorrysircanyouplease

followustothepolicestationwe

wantyourstatement.Mycolleguewill



drivethiscar.

Me:okiwilldrivebehindyou.

***hewalkedtothepolicevan.***

Me:iwilldeposityourmoney

tomorrowintoyouraccount

***isaidthattothemechanic.We

shookhandsandwalkedtoourcars.

Idrovebehindthepolicevan.Onour

wayicalledDesiree'sfatherandtold

him tomeetusatthepolicestation.

Heknewaboutourrelationshipas

well.ThenicalledTanyaiwantedto

checkonthem.***



Tanya:Marc

Me:heybabyhowwasyourday?

Her:itwasfineandyours?

Me:itwasfine.Howismylittleman?

Her:heisfinebutim angryathim

***ilaughedabit**

Me:why?



Her:hewascryingformyphonesoi

gavehim.Hedroppeditonthefloor

andthescreengotcracked

***ilaughed**

Tanya:itsnotevenfunny

Me:iwillreplaceit

Tanya;youbetter

Me:lookbabyim goingtobeabit

latebutim coming



Tanya:okseeyoulaterthen

***shehungupthephone.Iknew

thatshewasangry.Isighed***

Wegottothepolicestation.

Desiree'sfatherarrivedwheniwas

givingmystatement.Igreetedhim

andhestoodtherelistening

Policeman:yousaidshetoldyouthat

therewasacarfollowingher?

Me:yes



P.Man:didshetellyouwhattypeofa

caritwas?

Me:yes,shesaiditwasaredmazda

323.

P.Man:didshetellyouanythingelse

aboutthecar?Likethenumberof

peopleinthecarorthenumberplate

Me:iaskedheraboutthenumber

platebutshesaiditwastoofarfor

hertoseeit.Thatswhenitoldher



thatmaybeshewasjustimagining

things

P.Man:whydidyoutellherthat?

***herestedhiselbowonthetable

lookingatme***

Me:ididntwanthertopanicandi

justthoughtmaybethetheownerof

thecarwasjustgoingthesame

directionasher

***Desiree'sfatherwaslistening

attentively***



P.Man:okwhenshetoldyouabout

thepuncturedidntshetellyouabout

thebarbedwire?

***thepoliceofficerwasreally

showingmeflamesbutikeptmy

cool***

Me:shedid

P.Man:anditdidntcrossyourmind

thatmaybeshewasindanger?

Me:schoolkidsusethatwayontheir

waytoandfrom schoolsothought



maybeitwasoneofthem wholeftit

ontheroad.Orevensomeone

irresponsible

P.Man:okwherewereyouwhenyour

mechanictoldyouthattherewas

nooneatthescene?

Me:iwasatmyworkplace

Dee'sDad:detectivesorrytointerrupt.

Butdontyouthinkthatyouare

wastingtimehereaskingthese

stupidquestions.Youshouldbe

lookingformydaughternow



***myheartdanced***

P.Man:im donehereMrMarcus.

Thankyou.

***ishookhishandandstoodup***

P.Man:oohionlyhaveonequestion

sir.

***hesaidthatlookingatDesiree's

father***

D.Dad:yes

P.Man;doyouhaveanyrivalor



enemyyouthinkmighthave

kidnappedyourdaughter?

D.Dad:welldetectiveevery

businessmanhaverivalsand

enemiesbutthereisnooneican

thinkof

P.Man:ok.Thankyou

D.dad:makesureyoufindthose

culpritsofficerbecauseifidoit

myselfthingswillgetugly

***theoldmanmeantbusiness**



P.Man:wewilldoeverythinginour

bestabilitytobringthoseculpritsto

booksir

D.Dad:Good

P.Man:ifanythingcomesupwewill

inform youboth

***wenodourheadsandwalkedout

ofthestation.IwalkedDesiree's

fathertohiscar.Beforehegotinside

helookedatme



D.Dad:youknowidonttrustthese

policementheytaketheirtime.Im

goingtosendoutmyboystolookfor

mychild.

***ijustlookedathim.Ifeltfear

creepingin.***

Me:ithinkitsagoodideasi...

***myphonerang.Icheckedthe

calleriditwaslandline.Ianswered***

Me:hello

Lady:goodeveningsir.Mynameis



Tariroim callingyoufrom Holidayinn.

Youmadeadinnerreservationinthe

morning.Im callingtohearifyouare

stillcoming

Me:oohim sorryididntcallyou

earlierontocancelthereservation.

Somethingbadhappenedtomy

girlfriend

***Desiree'sfatherwaslookingatme

allthistime***

Lady:im sorryaboutthatsir



Me:andim sorryforthe

inconviniencecaused.Iwillpassby

theretomorrowandsettlethebill

Her:oksirthankyou.Haveagood

night

Me:thankyou,youtoo

***ihungupandputmyphoneinthe

pocket***

Him:wellseeyouson.Iwillkeepin

touch

***hegotinhiscaranddroveoff.I



exhaled.Iwalkedtomycaranddrove

homeaswell.IcalledKuda***

Kuda:ithoughttheythrewyoubehind

bars

***hesaidthatlaughing***

Me:thingsaregettinguglyman

Kuda:whathappened?

Me:theoldmanwantstotakethe

caseintohishands.



Kuda:iknewhewasgoingtodothat.

Thatmanissopredictablebutdont

worryyourselfwecoveredourtracks

verywell

Me:areyousureman?

Kuda:areyoudoubtingmenow

Marcus?

Me:nomanim justtraumatisedthe

detectiveshowedmeflames

***helaughedabit***



Kuda:thatshowtheyareMarcus.

Everyoneisasuspectintheireyes.

Aslongasyougiveconvincing

answerswearegood.

Me:ifyousaysoman

Kuda:relax,dontworryyourself.Just

gohomeandgiveTanyasomeloving

***ilaughed***

Me:okiwill

Kuda:surebro



***ihungupthephoneand

continueddrivingthinkingaboutthe

eventsoftheday***

Endofinsert28
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Insert31

*Narration*

*Twodayslater*

Kuda:okitstimetogohome

princess

***hesaidthatwalkingintotheroom

withKingbehindhim.Theywere

wearingtheirscarymasksasusual.

Desireekeptquite.Kingstartedtotie

herhandsandlegs***



Kuda:oohialmostforgotoneofmy

boyswasgreedyhestoleyourlaptop,

phoneandipadthatday.Itwasnot

partoftheplanbutyouknowpeople

canbestupidsometimes.Ihadno

choicebuttodestroyythem ididnt

wantthepolicetotrackususing

thosedevicesbutyourcarisatthe

policestation.

Desiree:youdestroyedwhat?

***shewasshockedandheartbroken

atthesametime***

Kuda:itsnotabigdealheywiththe



technologicaladvancementim sure

yousavedeverythinginyourgoogle

accountoroncloud

***KingwasbusytieingDesiree's

hands***

Desiree:idontdothatshitdamnit!!

Thosethingsareforteenagerswho

wantstokeeptheirnudepictures

safe.Youdestroyedallmyimportant

files

***shefeltsodefeated***

Kuda:oopsim sorryyourhighness

buttherewasnothingicoulddoi



dontwanttogotojail

Desiree:thatswhereyoubelong

bastard!!

***sheshouted***

Kuda:enoughwiththeswearing

damn.Icanseethisthingofshouting

runsinthefamily

***Desireeclickedhertongue.King

blindfoldedherandhecarriedher

overhisshoulderlikeasackof

potatoes.KudapickedupDesiree's

wigandwalkedbehindthem tothe

vanwheretheotherguywasalready



onthesteeringwheel.Meanwhile,

RichywaswaitingforDesiree'sfather

toarriveatKuwadzanaturnoff.Itwas

veryearlyinthemorninganditwas

stilldark.Hewasgoingtothrowthe

bagwithmoneyatthedumpingsite

neartherailwayline.WhenRichysaw

hiscarhedrivedbehindhim.Hesaw

him gettingoffthecaralonewitha

blackbag.Douglaswalkedtothe

dumpingsitelookingaround.He

couldntseeRichywhowaswatching

him atafardistance.Hedroppedthe

bagandhisphonerang***

Him:hello



Richy:nowwalkbacktoyourcarand

sitthereandwaitformynext

instruction

***hehungup.Douglaswalkedback

tohiscar.Richylefthiscarand

walkedtothedumpingarea.He

checkedthemoneyfirstandtookthe

bagtohiscar.HecalledKuda***

Richy:ihavethemoneysir

Kuda:nopolice?



Richy:noitseemsasiftheoldman

isobedientafterall

Kuda:coolwearealmostthere.Drive

backtothehousewewillmeetthere.

Richy:sureboss

***hehungupthephoneandcalled

Desiree'sfather***

D.Dad:hello

Richy:itwasnicedoingbusinesswith

youDouglas



D.Dad:whereismydaughter?!

***hesaidthatlookingaround.He

sawacardrivingoffinfullspeed***

Richy:patienceoldmanpatience.

Waitthere.

***hehungup.Desiree'sfathersatin

hiscarfor15minutesbeforehesaw

avandrivingtowardshim.Itslowed

downwhenitwasnearhiscar.He

sawhisdaughterbeingthrownoutof

thevan.Hegotoutofthecar.He

lookedatthemeninthevan,they

wereallwearingmasks.Thevan



droveawayandherantoDesiree

whowaslyingonthegroundcrying,

herkneesandelbowswerebleeding.

Whilsthewasuntieingherhisphone

rangagain***

D.Dad:hello

Kuda:tillwemeetagainmyman.

Adios

D.Dad:yousaidyouwillnothurther!!!

Kuda:doyouwantmetocomeback



andtakeher.Icandothattheniwill

bringherbackwithnoscratches

***Desiree'sfatherkeptquietlooking

athisdaughter***

Kuda:ithoughtasmuch

***hehungup.Douglashelpedher

daughtertothecaranddroveoffto

thehospital.Whentheygotthere

Marcuswasalreadywaitingforthem.

AssoonasDesireesawhim she

rushedtohim andcriedinhis

arms***

*Marcus*



ItwasnowaweeklaterandDesiree

wasstillinthehospital.Shewasfine

butherfatherinsistedthatshe

stayedabitlonger.Kudagaveme

backmyfivehundredthousandhe

saidireallyneededitihavebeen

throughalot.IwenttovisitDesiree

atthehospital.Shesmiledassoon

asshesawmewalkinginbuti

maintainedmystraightface.

Her:heybaby

Me:hey



***iwasgettingtiredof

pretending***

Desiree:youarenothappywhats

wrong?

Whydidntyoubringmeflowerstoday?

Me:Desireeweneedtotalk

Desiree:oohok

***shesaidthatfixingherpillowsso

thatshecansitwell***

Me:youknowim amarriedman.Now



iwanttofocusonmyfamily

Desiree:whatdoyoumeanbythat

Marcus?Youpromisedtodivorce

yourwifeandmarryme

Me:ilovemywifeDesireeiloveher

somuchandiwantmysontogrow

upinafamilywithbothhisparents.

Desiree:whatareyoutellingme

Marcus?

***icouldseeshewasheartbroken

andangry***



Me:whatim sayingiswhateveris

goingonbetweenushavetostop.

Desiree:hellnoMarcusyoucantuse

meanddumpmelikethat!!

***sheshoutedandimaintainedmy

cool***

Desiree:youaremineMarcusnot

thatvillagegirlofyours.

Me:stopinsultingmywifeDesiree!!



Desiree:orwhat?

**isighed***

Me:anywaythatswhaticametotell

you.GoodbyeDesiree

***isaidthatwalkingtowardsthe

door**

Desiree:tradecarefullyMarcusyour

reputationliesinmyhands.The

momentyouwalkoutofthatdoorthe

internetwillbebuzzingwithyour

name.

***iwantedtolaughbutikeptquiet.



Therewasnovideo.Kudadestroyed

it***

Me:idontcareDesiree.Goahead

andpostthevideomywifeandkid

aremoreimportantthanthe

reputationyouaretalkingabout.Yes

peoplewillmockmebutassoonas

anotherstoryhittheheadlinethey

willforgetaboutme

***isawpainonherfaceandmy

heartsmiled***

Desiree:youthinkyouwilllivehappily

withyourwife?Im comingforyou



Marcus!!

Me:yourthreatsdoesnotscareme

anymore

Desiree:im goingtomakeyourlife

miserable!!

Me:GoodbyeDesiree

***iwalkedoutandlefthershouting

myname.Iwalkedtomycarand

exhaledidroveoutofthehospital

callingKuda***



Kuda:mybrother

Me:heymanwhatsup?

Kuda:im enjoyingDouglas'money

man.Im eventhinkingoftaking

Sandraandmyprincessto

Disneyland.

***ilaughed***

Me:doitmanyouonlyliveonce

Kuda:yeahsowhatsup?



Me:im onmywayhomefrom the

hospital.ItoldDesireeitsover.

Kuda:ihopeshedidntaccuseyouof

kidnappingher

Me:nosheisclueless.Shestartedto

threatenmewiththevideobutijust

keptmycool

***Kudalaughed***

Kuda:nowgohomeandmakethings

rightwithTanya.Andwewanta

whiteweddingsoon.



Me:thatistheplanman.Bye

Kuda:sure

***hehungupandicontinueddriving

homelisteningtomusic.Iwas

feelinglikeaheavyweightwaslifted

from myshoulders***

*Tanya*

Iwasinthekitchenpreparingsupper

andKylewascrawlingaroundthe

kitchenopeningandclosingthe



cupboarddoors.Marcuswalkedinto

thekitchensingingicouldseehe

wasingoodmood.Icheckedthe

timeonthewall,hewasearly.Maybe

wegotacontractthatswhatcame

onmymind

Heplacedhisbriefcaseonthetable

andhewalkedtome.Hehuggedme

from behindandkissedmyneck.

Him:heysweethearthowwasyour

day?

Me:areyouok?



Him:im fantasticmylovesowhatare

youcooking?

***iturnedaroundandlookedathim

afterclosingmypot***

Me:areyousureyouareok?

Him:ihaveneverbeenbettermy

lovelywife

***Kylewasjustlookingatus***

Me:ok

***istartedtochoptheonions***



Him:youknowishouldhavecalled

youearliertotellyounottocook.I

wantedtotakeyououtfordinner

withmylittlemanhere

***hesaidthatpickingupKyle***

Kyle:dada

***hesaidthatclapping***

Marcus:yesmyboyboy.Letsgoto

theplayroom andleavemommyto

preparesupperinpeace.

***hesaidthatwalkingoutofthe



kitchenwithKyleinhishandandhis

briefcaseintheotherhand.Istood

theredumpstruck.Whatwasgoing

onwithMarcus?Ihadneverseenhim

sohappy.Ifinishedcookingdinner.

WeateourfoodwithMarcustalking

nonstop.Kylesleptafterwardsand

Marcushelpedmewiththedishes.I

waswashingandhewaswipingand

packingthem away.Somethingwas

definitelywrongwithhim.Whenwe

weredonehepulledmetothelounge.

Isatonthecouchandkneeledinfront

ofme.Ilookedathim.Whatwas

goingon?



Him:iknowihavebeenabad

husbandsincewegotmarried.I

marriedyouforwrongreasons.I

abusedyouemotionallyand

physicallybutyoustoodbymeand

gavemeahandsomeson.Youare

thebestthingthathavehappenedto

meTanya.Iloveyouwithallmyheart.

Willyoumarrymeagain?

Endofinsert31
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Insert30

*Narration*

ItwasnowthreedaysafterDesiree's

kidnapping.Thepoliceofficerswere

stilllookingforherbuteverylead

theygotwasleadingthem toadead

end.Herfather'sboyswerestill

wanderingaroundBinduraandMt



Darwingivingtheoldmanfalsehope.

OntheothersideDesireewasbeing

starvedtheywouldgiveherfood

onceadayandwhenshethrowsa

tantrum shewouldsleeponanempty

stomach.Shehadhopethather

fatherandMarcuswouldcometoher

rescue.Desireewasameangirlby

nature,shehadmanyenemies

thereforeshewascluelessofthe

personwhoorchestratedthekidnap,

shehadmanynamesbuzzinginher

head.



Onthisparticularday,Kudawentto

thehouseweretheywerekeeping

Desiree.Heworeamaskandentered

theroom.Desireewassittinginthe

corner.Herhandswereonherhead.

Shehadcuffsonthelegs.Sheraised

herheadwhensheheardthedoor

opening.Kudaburstoutlaughing

whenhesawherheadwithfreehand

herbrazilianwigwasbesideher.

Kuda:damngirlyouareugly

***hesaidthatusingadifferent

voice,hedidntwantDesireeto

recognisehim.Desireecouldseethat



itwasnotoneofthemenwho

kidnappedher.***

Kuda:whoevercameupwithideaof

makeupandwigshelpedyou.Wheni

walkedinididntrecogniseyouuntili

sawyourbleachedskin.

***hewasleaningonthewallwith

hishandsinthepocketsandDesiree

wasjustlookingathim****

Kuda:oknowletstalkbusiness,

sinceyouareyourfather'sonlychild

howmuchdoyouthinkhecangive

me?



***Desireekeptquiet***

Kuda:iguessitsnotbadformeto

keepyouinhereforanotherweekor

two,youdontwanttocooperateright?

im apatientman

***hesaidthatwalkingtowardsthe

door***

Desiree:soitsallaboutmoney?

***sheaskedhim andKudaturned

andlookedatherwithasmirkonhis

face***



Kuda:didyousayanythingyour

highness?

Desiree:soyoukidnappedme

becauseofmoney?

Kuda:doyouhaveanythinginmind

mylady?Goldordiamondsmaybe?

***hewalkedbacktohisspotand

leanedonthewall.***

Desiree:idontnegotiatewith

criminals

***Kudalaughed***



Kuda:criminals?Whenyourfatheris

thebiggestofthem all?Anywayyour

wishismycommandmadam iwill

justcallyourfatherandplacemy

demands.Yourefusedtonegotiate

soim goingtoleavehim pennyless.

***hetookouthissmallnokiaphone

anddialledthenumbersbuthe

stoppedandlookedatDesiree***

Kuda:canyoupleasewearyourwig?

***shelookedathim withapuzzled

look***



Kuda:im tryingtokeepastraight

faceherebuttheshapeofyourhead

isnotdoingmeanyjustice

***Desireeclickedhertongueand

Kudalaughed.HedialledDesiree's

father'snumberafterputtingthe

numberonprivate***

D.Dad:hello

Kuda:whatkindofabusinessman

answerscallsfrom privatenumbers?

D.Dad:huh?



***Desiree'sfatherwassittinghis

office***

Kuda:howareyouoldman?

D.Dad:boydidyoucallmesothat

youcaninsultme?

Kuda:youarenotold?

***Desiree'sfatherkeptquiet***

Kuda:im sureyouhavebeenwaiting

formycallforthepastthreedays

Douglas.



***hecalledhim byhisfirstname

andthatdrewhisattention***

Douglas:whoareyou?

Kuda:someonewhohasyour

daughter'slifeinhishands.

***Desireewasjustlookingat

Kuda***

Douglas:whereismydaughteryou

idiot?Ifanythinghappenstomy

daughteriwillskinyoualive!!

***heroared.Kudamovedthephone



abitfrom hisear***

Kuda:damnyoucanshoutmyguy.

Areyoutryingtodestroymy

eardrums?

Douglas:whatdoyouwant?

Kuda:thatswhatyouweresupposed

toaskatfirstbeforeyoushoutatme.

Okmanifyouwantyourchildalive

andinonepieceiwanttwomillion

USdollars

****Desireegaspedandhereyes



poppedout***

Douglas:what?Doyouthinkmoney

growontrees?Wheredoyouexpect

metogetthatkindofmoney?

Kuda:iwantedtonegotiatewithyour

daughterbutshesaiddaddyisfilthy

richhecangivemeanyamount.Im

givingyoutwodaysonlyoriwillship

yourdaughtertoAsiaandshecan

becomeprostitutethere.Onewayor

theotheriwillgetmytwomillion

becauseyourchildhavegood

experienceandskillsinbedroom



dealings

Douglas:thatsridiculouswheredo

youexpectmetogettwomillion

dollarsintwodays?

Kuda:idontknowandidontcare

Douglas:buthowdoiknowmy

daughterisstillalive?

***KudawalkedtoDesireeandput

thephoneonloudspeaker***

Kuda:sayhitodaddyprincess



Desiree:Daddy

***shestartedtocry***

Douglas:youwillbebackhomesoon

mydaughterhanginthere

***shewipedhertears***

Desiree:daddyiknowthefinancial

statusofthecompany,wearein

crisis.Iwouldhaveadvisedyouto

sellmyboutiquesandother

propertiesbutyouwillnotgetany

buyerinsuchshortperiodoftime.



TalktoMarcusdaddyhewillhelpus

***Kudasmirkedbehindhismask***

Douglas:okmychildiwilldo

anythingtomakesureyouareback

homesafe.

Kuda:okthatsenoughdontforget

Douglas,twodays.Ifyouinform the

policeiwilldoubleitandtellyour

incompetentbaboonstostepback

theyaremakingmedizzy.

***hecutthecall***



Kuda:youknowonethingiadmire

aboutyou?

***Desireelookedathim withtears

onhercheeks***

Kuda:youknowhowtohustleeven

whenyouareheldhostage.Theleast

thatyourstupidmarriedboyfriendof

yourscandoispayforthevaginahe

hadbeenchowingforthepastyear

***hewalkedoutandlockedthe

door.Hestartedtocoughbecause

thevoicechangehadstrainedhis

voicebox***



*Marcus*

Iwassittinginmyofficewheni

receivedamessagefrom Kudaandit

read:

'Kuda:thatoldmanisgoingto

contactyouverysoonaskingfor

money.Givehim fivehundred

thousanddollarsonly.Yousaidthat

bitchthreatenedyouwiththeshares

theyowninyourhotel.Encouragethe

fathertosellthesharestosomeone

else'



Iwasnowreadingthemessagefor

thefifthtimewithasmileonmyface.

Ididntseethatonecoming,Kuda

wasagenius.Desiree'sfatherwas

thebiggestshareholderinmyhotel

heowned40percent.

Myphonerang,itwastheefatherin

law

'thatwasfast'isaidtomyselfbefore

answering.

Me:hello



D.Dad:howareyouson?Ireceiveda

callfrom thekidnappersafew

minutesagoandtheywanttwo

millionUSdollarsintwodays

Me:what?!Wheredotheyexpectus

togetthatkindofmoneyintwodays?

D.Dad:thatswhatiaskedhim but

thatmanmeanbusiness.Im asking

nowifyoucanhelpmewithany

amount



Me:whycantweinform thepolicesir?

D.Dad:nosonhesaidifwetryhewill

doubletheamount.Heeventoldme

totellmyboystostepback,theyare

alreadyontheirwayback.Thisman

issmartbecausemyboyswere

discreet.

Me:eishtwodays?Ionlyhavefive

hundredthousandinmybusiness

account.Youknowim buildinganew

hotelinMutare,iinvestedallmy

moneythere.Icangiveyouthatfive

hundredthousand



D.Dad:thankyouverymuchson

Me:willitbeenough?

D.Dad:nosonihavecalculatedall

themoneyihaveandinDesiree's

boutiquesandithasaddedupto

sevenhundredthousand

Me:sowherearewegoingtogetthe

balance?

D.Dad:mycompanyisatcrisisi



haventpaidtheemployeestheir

salariesforpreviousmonth

***ithoughttheoldmanwas

someonewhoknowshowtorunhis

business***

Me:butthisguyispsychoticwhere

doesheexpectpeopletoraisethat

kindofmoneyinthiseconomy

***hesighed***

D.Dad:idontknowson.Butihaveto

makesureshecomesbackhome

soon



Me:whydontyousell25%ofyour

sharesinmyhotel?Ihavethis

Americanguywhoisreadytobuy

shares.Ifwecontacthim todayhe

willpayyouwithoutgivingitasecond

thought.

***isaidthatwithmyfingers

crossed**

D.Dad:yescontacthim son

***ismiled**

Me:okiwillgetbacktoyounow



***ihungupwithasmileonmy

face.***
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Insert32

*Tanya*

Marcus:willyoumarrymeagain?

***ilookedathim shocked.Iwasnot

expectingthis.Ihadmixedemotions.

YesilovedMarcusbutihavebeen

throughalotbecauseofhim.Ashe

saidearlierisufferedemotionally,

physicallyandialmostlostmylife.I

wasjusthappywithusactinglike

housematesandparentstoKyle.I

raisedmyheadandiwasmetwith

hispleadingeyes*



Marcus:pleasebabeim sorryfor

everythingididtoyou.Thepaini

causedbutnowiwanttocorrectmy

mistakes.Canyoupleasegivemea

secondchance.Please

***istartedtoplaymyfingers***

Me:whataboutDesiree?

***iaskedhim whilstlookingdown.

Hetouchedmychinandraisedmy

facesothaticanlookathim***

Marcus:sweetheartyoudonthaveto



worryaboutDesireeanymoreitsover

betweenus.Itoldyoushewas

blackmailingmeandiknowyoudont

believeme.Butifixedeverything.

***hesaidthatsincerelyandi

believedhim***

Me:whereisthering?

***hesmiledwidely.***

Marcus:iwantedtopropose

tomorrowafterigettheringbuti

couldntwait.Iwillbringyourring

tomorrow.Sopleasesayit



Me:im givingusthissecondchance

becauseiloveyouMarcus.Please

dontbreakmyheart.Iwillmarryyou

again

***hestoodupandliftedmeand

spunmearound.Iwasjustlaughing.

Heputmedownandpeckedmy

lips***

Marcus:thankyoumylove.Ipromise

iwillneverbreakyourheartagain.I

loveyou.Youshouldstartwiththe

weddingpreparationsnow.



Me:whenisthewedding?

Him:youpickthedate

***iwasshockedbecauseiwas

usedtoMarcusgivingordersand

thingsgoingonaccordingtohim.***

Me:howabouttheweekendbefore

christmas?

Him:thatsamonthandhalfaway

baby.Willyoubeabletoplan

everythinginsuchashortperiodof

timebecauseiwasagrandwedding.



Everyonehastoknowim taken.

Me:wellicantwaitanylonger.You

andmom willhelpme.Wecanalso

hireaweddingplanner

Marcus:butbabyim alwaysbusyand

youknow that.Howaboutihiretwo

weddingplanners?

Me:thisisourweddingwearetalking

aboutMarcus.Youhavetomake

timeforit



Marcus:anythingtomakeyouhappy

mylovelywife

***hesmiledgenuinely.***

Me:letsgotobednowitslate

***heheldmyhandwewalkedtoour

room.Ikepttossingandturning

thinkingabouteverythingthat

happened.Marcuswasalready

snoringbesideme.Isighed.***

'TheloveihaveforMarcusconquers

allhismistakes.'Isaidthattomyself

lookingathim.Isleptwithasmileon

myface.



*********************

ThefollowingdayMarcusbrought

mearinganditwassobeautiful.I

tookapictureofmyhandandi

uploadeditonmywhatsappstatus

withthecaption'whiteweddingon

theway,watchthespace'.Hazel

calledmeinstantlyscreaming.She

congratulatedmeandshesounded

veryhappy.Marcuswasjustsitting

therelookingatmesmiling.Wheni

droppedthecall,anothercallcamein

.ItwasSandy,ianswered



Me:heylove

Sandy:onlyGodknowshowlongi

havewaitedforthisday.Im happyfor

yougirl

Me:thankyousis

Sandy:sohowlongdoihavetolose

weight?

***igiggled**

Me:amonthandhalf



Sandy:what?Icanseeyoutwocant

evenwait.Wewillloseweightright

baby?

***iknewshewastalkingtoKuda***

Kuda:congratsMrsMarcusbutthis

weightlossisgoingtobethedeath

ofme.Iknowiwillbeeatingrabbit

foodfrom todayonwards

***ilaughed***

Sandy:babythatfoodishealthyand

besidesyouneedtolosebellyfat



Kuda:isthisawayoftellingmei

haveapotbelly?

***ilaughed,iadmiredthelovethey

hadforeachother***

Sandy:nobabyididntsaythat

Kuda:whatever,soMrsMarcus

whereismybrotherandTK?

Me:yourbrotherissittingherenext

tomegrinningandTkissleeping.

***Marcustickledmeandi

giggled***



Kuda:tellthathusbandofyoursto

callmeasap

Me:okiwill.Sandycanweplease

meettomorrowatmum'shouse

Sandy:okwhattime?

Me:at11

Sandy:okloveseeyoutomorrow

then



Me:byesis

***ihungupthephoneandlookedat

Marcus.Hewassmiling

Me:kudasaidyoumustcallhim as

soonaspossible

Marc:thatoneiscrazyifitsurgent

whydidnthecallme

***ishruggedmyshoulders***

Marc:soyouarevisitingmom

tomorrow?



Me:yes.Timeisnotonoursidewe

havetostartplanningnow

***henoddedhisheadandlookedat

thetv****

*Marcus*

Itwasnowtwoweeksafteri

proposedtoTanyaandthewedding

planningwasgoingsmoothly.Iwas

evenhelpinghertoplan.Kuda

laughedatmesayingTanyagaveme

alovepotion.



Iwassittinginmyofficewheni

heardnoise.Thedooropenedand

DesireewalkedinwithAngelamyPA

behindher

Angela:Sorrysir,itriedtostophersir

Me:noitsfineAngelayoucango

backtoyourwork

***shenoddedandwalkedout.

Desireewasfuming,shetookoutan

invitationcardfrom herbagand

threwitonthetable.Ismirked.Igave

theinvitationcardstoAngelato

distributethem tomybusiness



associates***

Desiree:soitwasntenoughthatyou

dumpedmebutyoudecidedtorubit

inmyfacebygivingmeyourwedding

invitationcard

Me:im notforcingyoucometomy

weddingDesiree

Dee:doyouknowthehumiliationyou

havecausedme?Myfriendsare

laughingatme.

***ilaughed***



Me:im sorryaboutthatbutyouwere

notsupposedtotellanyoneabout

whatwehad.Itwasjustafling

Desiree

Dee:youplayedwithmyheart

Marcus.Im goingtoshowyouwhat

im madeof.Youhavetounderstand

thepainyoucaused.Youaregoingto

feelitaswellandifeelpityforyour

wifebecausesheisgoingtobe

caughtinbetween

Me:ifyoutouchmywifeiwillkillyou



withmybarehandsDesiree.Itsa

promise.

Dee:wellthebattlelineisdrawn!!

**shetooktheinvitationcardand

putitinherbag.Shewalkedout

swayingsideways.Iknewiwasin

deepshit.Desireewascapableof

doinganything.IwantedtocallKuda

butidecidedagainstit.Ihadtofight

mybattlesonmyown.***

Ispentthewholedayinmyoffice

busy.IdecidedtocallTanyabuther

phonerangunanswered.Icalled



countlesstimes.Ilastspoketoher

whenshewasgoingtomeetHazel.I

decidedtocallitaday,wheniwas

puttingmylaptopinmybagmy

phonerang.Itookitfastfrom the

table.IthoughtitwasTanya

returningmycallbutiwas

disappointedtoseeanunsaved

number.Ianswered.

Me:hello

Voice:hellocanipleasespeaktoMr

MarcusMoyo?

***itwasalady***



Me:speaking

Lady:oksircanyoupleasecometo

HarareHospitalyourwifeandson

wereinvolvedinacaraccident

***myheartstopped***

Voice:didyouhearmesir?

Me:yesiheardyou.Howarethey?

Lady:pleasecomesir



Me:im onmyway

***isaidthatrushingoutofthe

office***

Lady:okseeyousoon.

***shehungup***
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*Marcus*

WhenigottotheHospital,Iwastold

towaitbecausethedoctorswerestill

busywiththem.Myheartwas

beatingfasticouldntimaginemylife

withoutTanyaandKyle.Istartedto

paceupanddown.Iwenttositdown



withmyheadbowed,bothmyhands

onmyhead.Ifeltahandtouchingmy

shoulder.Iraisedmyhead,itwas

KudaandSandywasstandinginfront

ofme.Hereyeswerebloodshotred,i

couldseeshewascrying.

Wesatthereforawhilenoonesaid

anything.Mom anddadcamein

running.Mom huggedmeassuring

methatTanyaandmysonwerefine.

Dadwasjustpattingmyback.Hazel

cameinpantingaswellandshe

huggedSandraandtheywereboth

crying.



Thedoctorwalkedtowardsus

removinghiswhitejacketweall

stoodup

Him:im believeyouareMs

Tanyaradzwa'sfamily

Dad:yesdoctorhowarethey?

Doc:MsTanyaradzwahitherheadso

hardandim gladshedidnotsuffer

anyinternalbleeding.Butshebroke

herleftribandherleftleg.Shealso



haveminorbruisesonherfaceand

arms.

***ijustlookedblanklyatthedoctor.

Thatwastoomuch.***

Kuda:whataboutthechild?

Doc:hebrokehisrightarm only.He

wasluckybecausehewasperfectly

strappedinhiscarseatbutitseems

asifsomethingfellonhim.Youknow

childrenrecoverquicklyhewillbe

finesoon.



Me:whataboutmywife?

***thedoctorscratchedhishead***

Doc:wehavetokeepherherefora

whilebecauseherheadisswollen

andthereisnodoubtthatsheis

goingtosuffersevereheadaches.

***weallsighedatthesametime***

Mom:canwegoandseethem

doctor?

Doc:yes.Theyareinthesameward.

MsTanyaradzwadidntwantherchild



outofhersightsowedidntwantto

raiseherbloodpressure.

Me:thankyoudoctor

Doc:youdonthavetothankmeim

justdoingmyjob.Thenursewill

accompanyyoutotheirward

***hewalkedaway.Wewalkedtothe

ward.Iwassohurttoseemyson

andwifeinhospitalbeds.Tanyahad

abandageonherhead.Herfacewas

swollen.Herleftlegwasraisedabit

andshehadaplasteron.Kylewas

sleepingontheotherbed.Heonly



hadhisdiaperon.Hislittlehandhad

aplaster.Myheartbrokemanytimes

lookingatthem.Iwalkedtothem,i

lefteveryoneelsestandingnearthe

door.Theywereallshakingtheir

heads,itwasanunpleasantsight.

Tanyaopenedhereyesandlookedat

me.Shestartedtocrywithherlower

liptrembling

Tanya:im sorryMarc.Itried

everythingicouldtocontrolthecar

buticouldnt.Im verysorryforputting

ourson'slifeindanger

***isatonthebedbesideher.I



brushedhercheek.***

Me:itsnotyourfaultmylove.Stop

blamingyourselfjustfocuson

gettingbetter.

***shejustshookherheadlookingat

Kyle***

Me:thedoctorsaidhewillbefine

soon.Howisyourhead?

***mom walkedtoKyle'sbed.She

juststoodtherelookingathim.Dad

wenttostandbesideher.***



Tanya:ihaveaheadache

***Sandy,KudaandHazelwalkedto

usandtheysurroundedTanya'sbed.

Tanyagavethem afaintsmile.There

wasaknockonthedoorandthe

doctorwalkedinwithtwopolice

officers.Weexchangedgreetings***

P.Man:mynameisDetective

Mlamboandwithmehereis

ConstableJari

***wejustnodourheadsin

acknowledgement***

Detective:wearecomingfrom the



accidentscene.Itseemsasifthecar

wastamperedwith.Theboltsonthe

leftfrontandbackrighttyrewere

loose.Someofthem werescattered

ontheroad.Thatswhyshecouldnt

controlthecarandsheendedup

hittingthetreeonthesideoftheroad.

***Kudalookedatmeshakinghis

head.***

Detective:canyoutelluswhat

happenedMaam?Orwecangiveyou

sometime

Tanya:noofficeritsfine



***shetriedtositupstraightbutshe

screamedinpainwithhereyes

closed.Ihelpedhertositby

supportingherbackwithpillows.**

Tanya:idontunderstandhowthe

boltswereloosebecausethecar

wasservicedtwodaysago.Ihada

smoothridetotherestaurantwerei

wasmeetingmyfriend.

Detective:wheredidyouparkyour

car?

Tanya:theparkinglotwasfullsoi



endedupparkingthecarnearthe

road.

***thedetectivewasjottingdown***

Detective:thenwhathappened?

Tanya:ihadlunchwithmyfriend

Detective:didyouseeanyonenear

yourcarfrom whereyouweresitting

intherestaurant?

***iwasholdingherhand***

Tanya:noileftthecarontheother



sideicouldntseeit

***everyonewasquitelistening***

Detective:oksoafterlunchdidyou

stopanywhere?

Tanya:nobutwhenistartedthecarit

shakedabitbutiignoredit.

***shestartedtocryagain***

Tanya:icontinueddriving.Ilost

control.Itriedtostopitbutitdidnt

stopthatswhenithitthetreeandi

wokeupinhere.



***shewasnowcrying

uncontrollably.Itriedtocomfort

her***

Doc:ithinksheneedstorestnow.

***mom prayedandtheywalkedout

onebyone.IkissedTanya'scheek

andKyle'sforeheadandwalkedout.

Kudawaswaitingformeoutside.We

walkedtomycarandsatinthere

Kuda:doyouthinkwhatim thinking?

***irubbedmyhead**



Me:yesbroandshecametomy

officetoday.Shethreatenedme

Kuda:andim onlyhearingthisnow

why?

***helookedatme**

Me:ididntknowitwasgoingto

cometothisbro

Kuda:thatgirlisapsychoMarcus.

Youunderestimatehertoomuch.

Youshouldhavetoldmeassoonas

shewalkedoutofyouroffice



Me:ididntwanttobotheryou

***hechuckled***

Kuda:botherme?Marcuswhoam i

toyou?

***hewasnowserious***

Me:broitsjustthat...

Kuda:nopleasejustanswerme

Marcus.Whoam itoyou?



Me:youaremorethanafriendinfact

youaremybrother

Kuda:sowhydidyouthinkyouwillbe

botheringme.Youknowrightnowi

blamemyselfforlettingthatbitch

free.Ishouldhavejustkilledher.

***myphonebeeped.Itookitfrom

mypocket.Itwasamessagefrom an

unknownnumber.Iopeneditandit

read,

'thisisjustthebeginning.Itold

youim goingtoshowyouwhatim

madeof.Nowletswaitandseeifthat



weddingyouwereflauntinginmy

facewilltakeplace.Youarelucky

yourvillagegirlisstillalivebecausei

hiredamateurstodothejob.Catch

meifyoucanLoverboy'

Idroppedthephoneandstartedtohit

thesteeringwheelcountlesstimes.I

wasangry,ijustwantedtokill

Desiree.Kudapickedupthephone

andreadthemessage.Hejust

clickedhistongue

Kuda:thisgirlhaveadeathwishim

tellingyou.Isuggestwemove



TanyaandKyletoaprivatehospital

becausetheyarenotsafehere

Me:iwilldothattomorrowmorning

butim goingtosleepwiththem

tonightidontwanttotakeany

chances.Shouldweinform thepolice?

Kuda:nowewilldothisourownway.

Letmegoandbuyyouguysfood.I

willbringyoucomfortableclothesto

wear.Youhavetogobackinthere

weneverknowmaybeshehireda

nurse.Buttomorrowwearemoving

them



Me:thanksbro

***wegotoutofthecar.Iwalkedto

thedoctor'soffice.Itriedtocallthe

numberthatDesireeusedtosendme

atextbutitwasunavailable.Iclicked

mytongueandknockedonthe

doctor'soffice.

Doc:comein

***iwalkedin**

Doc:MrMarcusdidyouforget

something?



Me:doctorim askingforyour

permissiontospentthenighthere

withmywifeandson.

Doc:sorrysiritsagainstthehospital

policy.Itsnotallowed.Ihavealready

brokeonerulebyputtingyourson

andwifeinthesameward.

Me:im gratefulforthatdoctorbutas

youheardfrom theofficersmywife

andson'slivesareindanger.



Doctor:thishospitalissafeMrMoyo.

Therearesecurityguards,theywillbe

safe

***iwasnowgettingangrybuti

remainedcalm***

Me:iwanttobewiththem doctor.Its

onlyfortonightthentomorrowiwill

transferthem toaprivatehospital

Doc:icanlosemylicencebecauseof

thisMrMoyo

***hesaidthatscratchinghis

head***



Me:itsonlyforonenightdocplease

Doc:ok

***istoodupandshookhishand**

Me:thankyoudoctor

Iwalkedtotheward,iwatchedthem

sleep.Kudaarrivedanhourlaterwith

thefoodandmyclothes.Hewalked

toKyle'sside.Helookedathim

shakinghishead,icouldseehewas

angry.Hesignalledthatishould



followhim outside.Idid

Kuda:isentmyboystoDesiree'sflat

buttheysaiditwasempty.Itseems

asifshemoved.Theytriedtotrack

herbutsheisnowheretobefound

Me:thisiscrazythanithought.How

didiendupwiththatpsycho?

Kuda:thereisnousetocryoverspilt

milk.Wehavetobesmartnow

becausewedontknowwhenshewill

strikeagain.



Me:areyousurewedonthaveto

inform thepolice?

Kuda:wecaninform them butthey

willneverfindher.Andbesideswe

donthaveenoughevidencetoshow

thatsheistheonewhocausedthe

accident.

Me:butshethreatenedme

Kuda:didyourecordher?Shecan

easilydenyit



***iwasgettingfrustrated***

Me:eveniftheyarresthershewillbe

freethefollowingday

Kuda:exactly.Thatswhywehaveto

doitourselves.

Me:okbro

Kuda:seeyoutomorrow.Besafe

***wefistbumpedandiwalkedback

intotheward.Iwatchedmypeople

sleepwithaheavyheart.



****************

Wemovedthem toaprivatehospital.

Wedecidedtopostponethewedding

becauseTanyawasstillinthe

hospital.Kylewasdischargedandhe

wasstayingatmom's.Icouldsee

thatthiswholethingwasbreaking

Tanya'sheart.Shewassoexcited

abouttheweddingandnowwehad

topostponeit.WelookedforDesiree

everywherebutshewasnowhereto

befound.Itseemsasifshevanished

intothinair.Icouldrecieveher

random messagesfrom different

numbersmockingme.Ifeltso



helpless.

*Tanya*

Beinghurtisanunderstatement,my

heartwasshattered.Howcould

Desireedothistome?Tomyson?A

fewdaysagoKudaandMarcus

visitedmeandipretendedtobe

asleepthatswhentheystartedto

whispertalkingabouther

disappearanceaftertheaccident.I

wassoangryatMarcforbringing

thatheartlesswomanintoourlives.

Butididntwanttoshowitbecause

hewashurtingtoo.Itwasnow two



weeksaftertheaccident.Iwasbeing

discharged.Marccametofetchme

andwewenthome.Theswellingwas

gonebutmyfacewascoveredwith

scars.Ihatedtolookatmyselfinthe

mirror.Iwasstillwalkingwith

crutchesandmyleftsidewouldhurt

ifistandforalongtime.Iwould

wakeupinthemiddleofthenight

withaterribleheadacheandthe

doctorsaidthatheadachewasnot

goinganytimesoon.

Wegothomeandisatinthelounge.

Marcustookmybagtothebedroom

andcamebacktofixussomethingto



eat.Hemadeham andcheese

sandwichesandjuice.Weateovera

lightconversation

Marc:wehavetochooseanother

weddingdatebabe

Me:wishicouldwedyouwithmy

crutchesbutiwanteverythingtobe

perfect.Itsonlyaweekleftandthe

weddingplanswereonhold.

***icouldfeeltearsinmyeyes***

Marc:yesmylovethereforeweneed



tosetanotherdateuntilyouarefit.

Me:theofficerssaiditwasasetup.

Doyouknowthepersonwhodidthis?

***ilookedathim intheeyes***

Marc:yesiknowthepersonwhodid

this.ItwasDesiree.Im verysorrymy

love

****iwasnowcryinguncontrollably,

Marcuswascomfortingme.Aftera

whileiwipedoffmytears***

Me:iwantherbehindbarsMarc.



Marc:sheisnowheretobefoundmy

love.Welookedeverywherebutit

seemssheranoutofthecountry.

Me:whowouldwanttohurtababy

Marc?Mysonisonlyoneandhalf

years

Marc:iwillmakesureshepayfor

everythingshedidmylove

Me:wewillhaveourweddingon6

Aprilim surebytheniwillbefit



enough.

Marc:orwecanhaveacourt

weddingnowthentherealwedding

inlater

Me:im notgoingchangemyplans

becauseofthatbitterwoman.She

canrejoicenowbecausethewedding

waspostponedbutwearegoingto

haveourweddingthewaywewanted

it.

Marc:okbaby



Me:howisKyle'sarm?

Marc:mom saidheisfinebutheis

notusedtotheplasteronhishandso

hetriestoremoveitsometimes.

Me:atleastthedoctorisremovingit

soon.

Marc:wehavetohirehousehelp

babyim notalwayshere

Me:nomyloveiwillcallTanakaand



Tafara.Theywillhelpmewith

everything.Theyclosedschoollast

week.

Marc:oknowyoucanplanthe

weddingslowlywithoutanyrush

Me:yes

Marcclearedtheplatesandwalked

tothekitchen.Iheardwaterrunning

andiknewhewaswashingthem.I

startedtothinkaboutDesireewith

tearsrunningdownmycheeks.



'isshegoingtobackdownorsheis

stillcomingbackforus?'

Ithoughttomyself.
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*Marcus*

Itwasnowthelastweekof

december.

Iwokeupveryearlyinthemorningi

wantedtogothroughmy

presentationfortheannualmeeting.I

wantedtoimpresstheinvestorsand

shareholdersofmyhotel.

IdidntnoticethatTanyawas



standingbehindmeuntilshetalked

Tanya:itsgreatlove.Theywilllikeit

andicheckedyourannualprofits

theyareimpressive.Youworkedhard.

Theywillbefoolsnottolikeit

***ichuckled***

Me:reallybaby?

Tanya:yes.Nowstopstressing

yourself.Goandtakeashowerwe

dontwantyoutobelate.

***istoodupandpackedmylaptop



inthelaptopbag.IkissedTanyaon

theneck.***

Me:Goodmorningmylove

***shegiggled***

Tanya:Morningbaby.

Me:letmegoandtakeashower

***ikissedhercheek***

Tanya:justgoalready

***shesaidthatpushingmeaway



from her.Ilaughedrunningupthe

stairs.Itookaquickshowerand

woremynavyslim fitsuit,awhite

shirtandbrownformalshoes.

Wheniwalkeddownstairsmy

breakfastwasalreadyonthetable.

TanyawasinthekitchenwithTanaka.

Iatemyfood.Wheniwasdonei

calledTanya.Shelimpedtowardsme

withasmileonherface

Tanya:youlookgoodyouaregoing

toaceit

***shesaidthatfixingmytie***



Me:im nervous

Tanya:youwillbefine.Youwillsee

thatsomeofthem aregoingtoinvest

intheotherhotelaswell

Me:ithinkyoushouldmanagemy

accountsyouareverygoodatit

***shelaughed**

Tanya:im stillastudenthello

Me:idontcare.Dontoverwork



yourselfok?Andifyouwantanything

from theshopscallyourdriver

Tanya:yesdaddy

***ichuckled***

Me:haveaniceday

***ipeckedherlips***

Tanya:youtoo

***iwalkedout.Peterwasalready

waitingforme.Igotinthecarandwe

drovetothehotel.Whenwegotthere

Chrismyhotelgmanagerwaswaiting



formebythereception***

Chris:morningsir

Me:MorningChris.Iseverything

readyintheboardroom?

***wewerewalkingtowardsthe

elevator***

Chris:yessireverythingisreadyand

themeetingisstartinginthenextten

minutes

Me:excellent



***wewalkedtotheboardroom and

tookoursits.Peoplestartedtogetin

onebyoneuntilallthechairswere

filled.Desiree'sfatherwasthereas

well.Ididmypresentationandicould

seebythelookontheirfacesthat

theyimpressed.Whenisatdown

theygavemearoundofapplause

andthosewhoweresittingbeside

meshookmyhand.Itwasnowtime

forChristodohispresentation.He

connectedhislaptopontheprojector

buttheunexpectedhappened.When

itstartedthescreenwasblankbut

themoaningsoundsfilledtheboard

room.Thenboom myfaceappeared



onthescreen.Iwaslyingonmyback

inmybirthdaysuitandtherewasa

ladyontopmenaked.Herfacewas

notshowing.Everyonegasped

lookingatme.Itwasthevideothati

thoughtidestroyed.

Christriedtostopitbutitseemedas

ifhislaptopwasstuck.Herantothe

mainswitchanddisconnected

everything.Therewassilenceinthe

boardroom andeveryonewaslooking

atme.Ilookeddowniwasso

embarrased.Desiree'sfatherwasthe

firsttotalk



D.Dad:whatrubbishisthis?!

***heshouted***

MrRichard:itseemsasifwecame

allthewayheretowatchporn

***hesaidthatstandingupandthey

allwalkedoutafterhim.Somewere

clickingtheirtonguesandsomewere

justshakingtheirheads.Iwasjust

lookingdown.Christriedtostop

them buttheykeptonwalking.Iwas

leftwithChrisandmyPA.Angela

whowasjustlookingonthewall.

Chriswasshakingicouldseethathe



didntknowanythingaboutthe

video.***

Chris:im sorrysiridontknowhow

thatvideogotintomycomputer

***ijustlookedathim.Iwasangry

andembarassedatthesametime***

Chris:itsmyfirsttimeseeingit

***myphonebeeped.Itwasa

message,iopenedit.Anditread

'whenitoldyouaboutmyfriends

laughingatmeyouthoughtiwas



bluffing.Whatdidyousaytome

Marcus?Yousaidwhatwehadwas

justafling.Howisthe

embarassmentnow?Youaregoing

tolosebusinessbecauseofthis.By

theendofthedayyouaregoingto

begthegroundtoswallowyou.'

Me:shit!!

***istoodupremovingmytie.***

Angela:sir

***shewasholdinghertablet***



Me:what?!

***ishouted***

Angela:thevideoisonfacebookand

twitter

Me:what?

***isaidthatsnatchinghertablet.I

watchedthevideo.Thelady'sface

wasnotshowingbuticouldseemy

faceclearly.IthrewAngela'stablet

onthetable.Itookmyphoneand

walkedtomyoffice.Everyoneimet

inthecorridorwasgivingmeafunny

glaresandiknewtheysawit.Ilocked



myoffice.Myphonewasringingnon

stop.Iignoredit.Afterawhileiheard

someonetryingtoopenthedoor.I

justsatthereuntiliheardKuda's

voiceshouting.Iopenedthedoor.He

wasamessaswell.Hejustlookedat

meandwenttositonthechair.I

followed,wesatthereandnoone

wastalking.Myphonerangagain.I

checkedthecallerid,itwasTanya.I

ignoreit,whatwasigoingtosayto

her.

Kuda:talktoher



Me:andsaywhat?Im suresheis

heartbrokennow.Howam igoingto

fixthismess?

***myphonerangagain.ItwasTanya.

Ianswered***

Me:hello

Tanya:when?

***thatallshesaid.Icouldhearthat

shewascrying.***

Me:ayearbeforeimetyou



Tanya:whoisthewomaninthevideo?

Me:theminister'swife

Tanya:whopostedthevideo?

Me:Desiree

***justlikethat,shehungupthe

phone.Ilookedatmyphone.It

startedtoringagainitwasan

unsavednumber.Iswitchedoffmy

phone***

Me:thisisahugemess.



***itoldKudawhathappenedinthe

boardroom***

Kuda:juststayawayfrom mediafor

nowuntilitsover.Letthem write

whattheywant,dontcomment

anything.

Me:im goingtolosetenders,

customers,investorsbecauseofthis

Kuda:itsonlyforashortperiodof

time.

***hesighed***



Me:wheredidshegetthevideo?

Kuda:itsobvious.Whereshegotitin

thefirstplace.

Me:iswearim goingtokillthatwitch!

***Kuda'sphonerang***

Kuda:baby

***iknewitwasSandy***

Sandy:........



Kuda:im withhim now

Sandy:.......

Kuda:itsobviousbabyheisnotfine.

Whatareyoudoing?

Sandy:.......

Kuda:goandcheckTanyaim sure

sheisbreakingrightnow.Thisistoo

muchforher.



Sandy:.....

Kuda:okbye.Loveyou

***hehungup.Wesatinmyoffice

forawhile.***

Me:iwillnotrunfrom thisforever.I

havetofixthis

Kuda;how?

Me:im goingtosendemailstoallmy

businessassociatesandcustomers

apologizing.Iftheywanttotaketheir



businesssomewhereiwillnotforce

them tostay.

***isaidthattakingmylaptop***

Kuda:okletsgetbusythen

******************

Thefollowingdayswerehardforme.

Everywhereiwouldgopeoplewould

pointatmelaughing.Tanyawas

tryingtobestrongbuticouldsee

thatshewasbreaking.Shewould

comfortmebutitwasnteasy.Ilost



tendersfrom thegovernment,

investorsandcustomers.

*Narration*

However,bytheendofJanuary

everythingwasbacktonormal.

Peoplewerestartingtoforgetabout

thevideo.

Tanyawasgettingbettereventhe

scarsonherfacewerenolonger

visible.Kylewasfineaswell.Tanaka

andTafarastayedwiththem until

theirschoolswereopen.



Thesemesterresumed,Tanyadidnt

losefocusbecauseofthewedding

preparationsorMarcus'sextape.

Shemadesureherassignmentswere

submittedontime.Shehada

weddingplannertohelpher.

KudaandMarcuswerestilllooking

forDesireebuttheydidntfindher.

Theyconcludedthatsheranaway

from themessshecausedbut

Desireewaswatchingthem from afar

readytostrikeagain.Shewantedto

maketheirlivesalivinghell.



*Tanya*

MarcuscamehomeoneFriday

afternoon.Iwasbusywiththe

weddingplanner.Hedismissedthe

herandsaidimustpackourclothes

forthewholeweekendbecausewe

weregoingtoVictoriafalls.

Me:butbabyihavealotofthingsto

doduringtheweekend

Marc:iknowmylove.Metoo.Butwe

needtotakeabreakfrom allthis.

Thepasttwomonthswerehardfor



us,wereallyneedthis.

Me:okletmepackKyle'sclothesas

well

***isaidthatwalkingtoKyle'sroom

butMarcusstoppedme***

Marc:whereishegoing?

Me:withusofcourse

Marc:heisnotgoinganywhere.Heis

stayingwithhisgrandparents.

***ilaughed***



Me:thatsunfairbaby

Marc:whatisunfairaboutthat?Its

youandmewhoneedthisweekend

away.

***icontinuedpackingourclothes***

Me:buthesufferedaswellhebroke

hisarm

Marc:haahewillbestrong.Hewill

gonexttime.Ijustwanttospend

sometimewithmywife



****ilaughed.Wheniwasdonei

lockedthedoorsandwedroveout.

WedroppedKyleathisgrandparents'

house.AndPeterdroveustothe

airport.

Marcushadalreadybookedat

Victoriafallshotel.Wehaddinner

andslept.Thefollowingdaywewent

siteseeing,gamedrivinganddidalot

ofactivities.Whenwegottoour

hotelroom,iwenttotakeabath.I

tookmytimewashingawayallthe

sweat.Wheniwalkedoutofthe

bathroom iwassurprisedtoseerose

petalsonthebedandfloor.Our



dinnerwasonthefloor.Thelights

weredimmed.Marcuswaslookingat

mesmiling.

Hepulledmyhandandistoodinfront

ofhim.Ionlyhadatowelonmybody.

Me:babyareyounotsupposedtodo

allthisonourhoneymoon?

***isaidthatlookingaroundandhe

chuckled***

Marc:whosaidthatitsfor

honeymoononly?



***ishruggedmyshoulders***

Marc:ijustknowthatwithyoubymy

sideanythingispossible.Whenyou

wereinvolvedintheaccident

becauseofthewomanibroughtinto

ourlives,ithoughtyouweregoingto

leave.Whenthatvideowentviral

peoplepassedcommentsaboutyou

aswellandtheywerenotpleasantat

all.Ithoughtyouweregoingtoleave.

Butyoustayedandstoodbymyside.

Iappreciateyoursupport.Thankyou

forbeingthebestpartner

***hetookabottleofchampagne



andopenedit.Itooktheglassesand

hepoured.***

Me:tous

***isaidthatsmiling***

Marc:tous

***wedrank.Wesatdownand

startedtoeat.Halfwaythroughour

dinnerMarcbrushedmybarethigh

movingclosertome.Ilookedathim

smiling.Hekeptonmovingcloser

untilourlipstouched.Westartedto

kisspassionately.Hecarriedmeto

thebedandthetowelfelldown.Iwas



leftnaked.

Helookedatmewhilstwhilstbiting

hislowerlip.Heremovedhisshorts

andvestsandgotontopofme.We

continuedkissingwhilsthewasbusy

caressingeverypartofmybody.He

stoppedandlookedatmeintheeyes

Marc:iloveyousomuchTanya

***hisvoicewasabithoarsy***

Me:iloveyoutooMarc

***hestartedtokissmynecki



couldnthelpbutmoan.Iwas

enjoyingeverybit.Iopenedmylegs

widelygivinghim fullaccessandthe

restwashistory.

Wheniwokeupthefollowingday

Marcuswaslookingatmesmiling.I

smiledback.

Marc:Goodmorningmylove

Me:morningbaby

***hestartedtogrin***



Me:what?

Marc:lastnightwasmagical

***ihidmyfaceandhestartedto

tickleme.Mylaughterfilledtheroom.

Wetookashowerandwenttoeat

breakfast.Afterbreakfastwe

checkedoutofthehotelandboarded

aplanebackhome.

Iwasallsmilesididntwantthe

weekendtoend.
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*Tanya*



Wearenowonourhomefrom the

airport.Peterisdrivingusandweare

sittingattheback.Thesmileihave

onmyfaceispriceless,icantget

overtheweekendthatijusthadwith

Marcus.Heisholdingmyhandand

heiswhisperingsillythingsinmyear.

Wewouldstealakisshereandthere.

AtonemomentisawPeterlookingat

usthroughtherearviewmirror

smiling.

Me:babywearegoingtofetchKyle

onourwayhomeright?



Marc:nohoneylethim staywithhis

grandparentsfortwomoredays.

***isulked***

Me:butbabyimisshim

Marc:trustmehedoesntevenmiss

you

****ilaughed***

Me:howcanyousaythat?Im his

motherofcoursehemissesme



Marc:babywhatdoesbabiesdo

whentheymisssomeoneorwhen

theywantsomething?

Me:Duh!theycryofcourse

***isaidthatrollingmyeyes***

Marc:andwhatdoesyourmotherin

lawdowhenheiscryingforyou?

Me:shevideocallsmesothathecan

seemyface

Marc:thereyouhaveyouranswer



***hekissedmycheekandipushed

him slightly***

Me:whatanswer?

Marc:didyourmotherinlawvideo

callyousinceFriday,noscratchthat

didsheevensendyouatexttelling

youthatKyleiscrying?

****ijustlaughed***

Me:igetitbutimisshim

Marc:imisshim toobutthatlittle



manishandfulandnaughty.Lethim

troublehisgrandparentsfornowi

justwanttimewithmywife

Me:youknowbabyiforgottotellyou

thisotherdaymom calledme

panickingshesaidshecouldn'tfind

him.Thenitoldhertocheck

everywherearoundthehouse.Can

youguesswhereshefoundhim?

Marc:donttellmeshefindhim inside

thekitchencupboards

***hesaidthatlaughing****

S



Me:nohewasfastasleepbehindthe

couch.Ithinkhegottiredofcrawling

aroundandheendedupsleeping

there

***wealllaughedincludingPeter***

Marc:heisgoingtogivemymothera

heartattackoneofthesedays.So

whatareyourplansforthisweek?

Me:ihaveaverybusyweekaheadof

me.Ihavethreeassignmentsthat

aredueonThursdayandweare

goingforcaketesting



Marc:we?

Me:yesMarcus.Youandi

Marc:nobabythosethingsarefor

women.Idontevenlikecakes.

Me:butyoupromisedBabaKyle

***hesmiledwidely***

Me:what?

Marc:itsyourfirsttimecallingthat



***ilaughed***

Me:woowreally?

Marc:yesandilikeit.Youshould

callmethatoften.

***isawaladywearingskimpy

clothesstandingbyourgateholding

achild***

Me:areyouexpectingsomeone?

***helookedatthelady***

Marc:no



***hesaidwithpanickinhisvoice.

Peterwasabouttoenterthegate***

Me:canyoupleasestopthecarPeter?

***hestoppedandirolleddownthe

window.***

Me:howareyouMiss?

****shelookedatMarcusinstead***

Her:hiMarcus

***ilookedatMarcus***



Marc:helloAmanda.Howcanwe

helpyou?

***ilookedatthisAmandaladyshe

waswearingaveryshortdressand

veryhighheels.Shehadapinkweave

onherhead.Shewaschewingagum

makingannoyingsounds.Thechild

hadhisorheadonhershoulder

facingtheotherside***

Her:canwegoinsideihavebeen

standinginthisscotchingsunfortoo

long

***ilookedatMarc.***



Marc:okcomein

***Peterdroveinthegateandthe

ladywasfollowing.Assoonasthe

carstoppedigotoutofthecarwith

myhandbag.Marcuscalledmebuti

keptonunlockingthedoorandi

walkedinthehouse.Iwenttositon

thecouchwhilstMarcuswenttoput

ourbagsinthebedroom.Thelady

walkedin.Shewaslookingaround

thehouseinawe.***

Her:wow.Thishouseisbeautiful

andspacious.Howmanyroomsdo

youhaveinthishouse?



***ijustlookedather.Shesatdown

andMarcuscamebackandsat

besideme***

Marc:soAmandahowcanwehelp

you?

Her:canyouatleastgivemewateror

juiceim sweatinghere

***shesaidthatlookingatmewhilst

wipingherforehead.Ijustkeptquiet

lookingather***

Marc:im sureyoudidntcometomy



housetodrinkjuiceorwater.What

broughtyouhereMandy!?

Mandy:youpeopleyourhospitalityis

sobad

***ichuckled.***

Marc:thankyounowtellushowmay

weassistyou?

Mandy:icameheretoshowyouyour

childMarcusMoyo

****ialmostfainted***



Marc:mywhat?

Mandy:ididntstutterdidi?Isaid

yourdaughter.

***Marcuslookedatmeandilooked

away***

Marc:thatsnotmydaughter.What

kindofasickjokeisthis?Shecant

bemydaughter.Never

Mandy:wellMarcusthisisthe

productofthesexwehad.

***shesaidthatopeningtheblanket



whichwascoveringthebaby'sface.

ThebabylookedlikeMarcandKyle.

Therewasnodoubtaboutthat.She

lookedlikeshewasaboutsixor

sevenmonths***

Marc:thatsnotmydaughter.Itwasa

onenightstandandbesidesweused

acondom

***shelaughed***

Mandy:weusedacondom forthe

firstroundandtheotheronesthat

followedwediditraw.

***ifeltmyheartbreaking.Marc



triedtotouchmyhandbutiyanked

hishandaway.Istoodupandstarted

towalktowardsthestairs**

Marc:babythatsnotmybabyiswear.

Icantbecarelesslikethat

***ijustlookedathim andclicked

mytongue.Ikeptonwalking.As

soonasiclosedthebedroom doori

letitallout.IdecidedtocallMarcus'

mother***

M.Mom:hello

***isniffed**



Mom:doyouhaveflubaby?

Me:icantdothisanymoremom i

cant

***isaidthatcrying***

M.Mom:whataretalkingaboutbaby?

Whyareyoucrying?Whereareyou?

WhereisMarcus?

Me:thismarriageisjusttoomuchfor

mema.Icantanymore



M.Mom:woahslowdown

Tanyaradzwawhathappened?What

didhedothistime?

Me:shemadeoneofnumerous

girlfriendspregnantandtheladyis

herewithababy

M.Mom:what?Wearecomingthere

now.Trustmeiwillfixthisbaby.

Dontdoanythingstupidok

***ijusthungupandcried.Iheard

Marcknockingthedoor.***



Marc:Tanya!

***iignoredhim***

Marc:Tanyababy.Openthedoor.

***ikeptquiet***

Marc:sweetheartijustwanttomake

sureyouareok

***icriedlouder***

Marc:Tanyathatsnotmybaby.She

islying

***ijustcoveredmyselfwitha

blanket***



***************

Iheardacardrivinginandiknew

thatitwashisparents.Iwentto

washmyfaceandiunlockedthe

door.Iwalkeddownthestairs***

Marc:mom,dadwhatareyoudoing

here?

Me:icalledthem

***helookedatme.Weallsatdown.

ThisMandywasjustsittingthere



chewinghergum andherbabywas

lyingonthecouchbesideher***

M.Mom:whatisgoingonhere?

***shesaidthatlookingatMarcus.

Hekeptquiet.Iexplainedeverything

thathappened***

Marc:andirepeatthatsnotmybaby

***Mandylaughedwhilstcrossing

herlegsandexposingherthighs***

M.Dad:youngladyhowoldisthe

child?



Mandy:7andhalfmonthsold

M.Mom:whywereyouquiteallthis

while?

Mandy:withmylineofwork,itwas

hardformetofigureoutwhothe

fatherofthischildwas

M.Dad:lineofworkyousay?Whatdo

youdoforaliving?

***shekeptquiet***



M.Dad:areyouaprostitute?

Marc:yesdadsheisastripperand

prostitute.Thatswhyim sayingthat

childisnotmine

***icried***

Me:soyousleptwithaprostitute

withoutprotectionMarc.Didyou

evenconsidermyhealth?

****iaskedhim crying.Hejust

lookeddown.***

Mandy:heywatchit!!Areyoutrying



tosayihavediseases?!

M.Dad:youngladyloweryourvoice

thisisnotabrothel.Sowhynow?

Mandy:ihadalreadyacceptedthati

wasgoingtotakecareofmychild

butafewdaysagoafriendofmine

cametoshowmeMarcus'picture

whichwasinthenewspaper.Thats

whenitallcamebackthatisleptwith

him withoutacondom somemonths

ago.AndbesidesAnashelooksvery

muchlikehim.



M.Dad:Anashe?

Mandy:yesmydaughter

M.Dad:caniseeher?

***sheremovedtheblanket.Marcus'

mom gaspedholdinghermouth.And

hisfatherjustshookhishead***

Marc:thatisnotmychild.Iwilldoa

partenitytest

M.Dad:justdoitforformalitysonbut

youwillbewastingyourmoney.Cant



youseetheresememblance.That

childlooksverymuchlikeyou.

***Marcuslookedatthechildand

lookeddown****

M.Dad:sowherehaveyoubeen

stayingwiththechild?

***heaskedlookingatMandy**

Mandy:inaflatisharewithmy

friendsinAvenues

M.Mom:what?Dontyouhave

relatives?



Mandy:igrewupinaorphanageand

toansweryourquestionidonthave

relatives

***Marcus'mom justnodherhead

andlookeddown***

M.Dad:sowhatdoyousuggestwe

donowyounglady?

Marc:whyareyouevenaskingfor

heropinionDad?

M.Dad:heyshutup!!Sheisthe



motherofyourchild.

***isawMandysmiling***

Mandy:wellsir,iwantaroofoverour

headsbecausetheflatisnow

crowded.AndMarcusmustdothe

rightthingandmarryme

M.Mom:Amen!

***sheclappedherhandsonce***

Marc:youmustbeoutofyourmindif

youthinkforasecondiwillmarry

you!!



M.Dad:youngladyyouknowMarcus

ismarriedright?

Mandy:yes.Peoplecanmarryas

manywivesastheywant

Marc:ifthatchildismineiwilltake

her!!

Mandy:youmustbecrazyifyouthink

youcantakemychildfrom me.Ifyou

wanttobepartofthischild'slifeyou

havetomarrymeandthatsfinal!



Marc:im notmarryingaprostitute

****istoodupandwalkedtowards

thedoor.Thiswastoomuchfor

me***

M.Mom:Tanyawhereareyougoing?

Me:im goingtoyourhouseMato

fetchmyson.

M.Mom:youarecomingbackhere

right?



Tanya:yes

Marc:Peterwilldriveyoubaby

***iignoredhim andwalkedout***

Endofinsert35
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Insert36

*Tanya*

Iwenttofetchmysonfrom myin

laws'house.Whenhesawmehe

cametomesmiling.Iwatchedhim

tryingtorunandhewillfallbuthe

keptongettingupwithasmileonhis

facecalling'mama'.Hewasso

carefreehedidntknowwhathurtis.

HowiwishiwasKyle.Hegottome

andpickedhim upandistartedto

kisshim.Hetouchedmyfacethats



whenirealisedthatiwascrying.I

wipedawaymytears.

Me:hellomyboy

Kyle:mama

***hesaidthatsmiling***

Me:didyoumissme?

***hejustlookedatmegiggling***

Me:iknowyoudid.Andimissedyou

toomyprideandjoy



***iaskedthemaidtopackKyle's

bag.Whenshewasdonewewalked

tocar.Peterwastalkingonthe

phone.Im surehewastalkingto

Marcusbecauseallicouldhearwas'

oksir'.IsatinthebackseatwithKyle

onmylap.Whenhewasdonehe

startedthecar

Me:Petertakemetothepark

Peter:butmaam sirsaidishould

takeyoustraighthome

Me:isaidtakemetopark.



Peter:maam...

Me:idontcarewhathesaidtoyou

buttakemetothepark

***isawhim typingonhisphoneand

hecontinueddriving.

Whenwegottheparkiwenttosit

withKyleunderatree.Hewasbusy

chasingbutterfliesandiwas

watchinghim.Ispenttherestofthe

daytherethinkingaboutmylife.

Whenitwasstartingtogetdarki

carriedmysonandwalkedbackto



thecar.Peterwassleeping.Heonly

wokeupwhenheheardmeopening

thedoor.Headjustedhissitandwe

drovehome.Iwashopingthatthey

wereallgonebutwhenigotthere

theywerestillsittinginthelounge.I

greetedandwalkedtowardsthe

stairs.Kylewasalreadysleepingin

myhands.

M.Mom:mydaughterwewere

waitingforyou

***iblanklylookedather.She

sighed***



M.Dad:wearegoingwiththeyoung

ladyandherdaughterhomethen

tomorrowwewilldothepartenity

tests

Me:ok.Isthatallfather?

M.Dad:yesmydaughter

Me:wellpleaseexcusemeiwould

liketogoandrestim tired

***Marcwasjustlookingatmewith

aworriedlookonhisface***



M.Mom:goodbyebabywewillsee

youtomorrow

***ijustnodmyheadandwalkedto

ourbedroom.AfterputtingKyleon

thebediwenttotakeashower.

Wheniwalkedbackintothebedroom

isawMarcussittingatthecornerof

thebedwithhisheadbowed.I

walkedpasthim andistartedto

lotionmybody.Iworemynightdress

andgotinsidetheblankets.

Marc:Tanyaim verysorry

***hewasnowlookingatme.His

eyeswerered.Ilookedathim straight



intheeyesscaredofblinking

becauseiknewthatifiblinkiwas

goingtocryandi

didn'twantthat.

Iwassodrained,iwastired,broken

heartedandifeltsoempty.Wheni

thoughtthatthingsweregoinginmy

favorsomethinghadtocomeup.

Whywasisounlucky?

Marc:pleasesaysomethingTanya



Me:whatdoyouwantmesayMarc?

Marc:idontknow.Shoutorswearat

mebutpleasedontshutmeout.I

wanttoknowwhatyouarethinking

Me:i'm hurtMarcusandalliknowis

thatim tooyoungforallthisthat

havebeenhappeningtome.Idont

thinkicancarryonwiththiswedding.

***hestoodupandcametosit

besidemelookingatme.***

Marc:babywearenotevensurethat



thechildismine

Me:idontknowifyouareblindor

youarepretendingtobeblindbut

thereisnodoubtthatchildisyours.

Whatworriesmethemostis,how

canyougooutthereandhavesex

withaprostitutewithnoprotection?

***helookeddown***

Me:wereyounotscaredthatyoucan

contractdiseasesandlaterpass

them tome?



Marc:iwasstupidbackthenmylove

Me:wereyousleepingwithallof

them withoutprotection?

Marc:nobabyitwasonlyonceandi

wasdrunk.Itwasamistake

Me:doyouknowwhatamistakeis

Marc?

***hejustlookedatme***

Me:amistakeiswhenyoudropyour

phoneonthefloorandthescreen



breaks.Amistakeiswhenyoubump

intosomeonebecauseyouarenot

lookingwhereareyouaregoing.That

isamistake.Notwhenyoutakeoff

yourclothesfrom yourtietosocks

andhaveunprotectedsexwith

someone.Thatisnotamistake.Even

whenyouaredrunkyouknowwhatis

wrongandwhatisright.

Marc:im nottryingtojustifymy

actionsmylove.Im reallysorry.I

dontwanttoloseyoubecauseofthis

Me:youhavealreadylostmeMarcus.



Thismarriagehavekilledeverything

inme.Mypride,myselfesteem i

cantevenrecognisethewomani

havebecomebecauseofyou.Icant

walkouttherewithoutlookingover

myshoulderbecauseim scaredthat

yourmistresseswillhurtmeandmy

son.Justafewweeksagoyoursex

tapewastrendingeverywhereon

internet.Yesiknowithappened

beforeiwasinpicturebutitwas

releasedbyyourex-mistress.Can

youevenimaginetheembarassment

iendured?Peopleweretalking

behindmyback.Andeverywhereigo

theycouldpointfingersatme.My



friendsarefeelingsorryformeandi

dontwantthat.Nowthis,achild

Marcus?Really?Withaprostitute?

***mytearsfelluncontrollably.He

triedtotouchmyhandbutimoved

it.***

Marc:iknowitstoomuchbabybut

pleasedontleaveme

Me:youknowiloveyouandilove

yousomuchMarcusbutloveonlyis

notenough.Aftereverythingthatyou

havedonetomeikeptonpushing

andforcingthingshopingthatwewill



workbutnowihavedecidedtogive

uponyou.Youneedtounderstand

howmuchthattookoutforme.I

gaveyouendlesschances,ialways

hadyourbackandacceptedyoufor

whoyouare.Pleaseunderstandthat

afterallthisihavenothinglefttogive,

im tiredMarcus.Everythinghaveto

cometoanend

***isawhim gettingupfrom thebed

kneelingdownonthefloor.Hehad

tearsrunningdownhischeeks.He

touchedmyhandandilethim be***

Marc:Tanyaim beggingyoubaby



pleasedontgiveuponus.Iloveyou.

YouandKylearemyworld.Please

forgivemeforeverythingthatihave

donetoyou.Ipromiseiwillnever

hurtyouagainintentionally.

Me:itsnotthethreeofusonly

anymore.ThereisAnasheyour

daughter.

Marc:babyiwanttodothepartenity

testtomorrowandifsheisreallymy

daughteridonthaveachoicebutto

takecareofher.



Me:Mandywillbepartofourlifeas

wellandbesidesshewantsyouto

marryher

Marc:overmydeadbodyTanya!!I

willnevermarrythatwoman

***heshoutedandundernormal

circumstancesiwouldhavelaughed

athisfacialexpressionbutiwastoo

hurttodothat***

Me:butshewillalwaysbeapartof

ourlives.Idontwantbabymama

dramainmylifeMarc.



Marc:iwillfixeverythingjustdont

giveuponusTanya.LookatKyle

baby

***ilookedatmybabylyingbeside

mesnoringsoftly.***

Marc:heneedsbothofustogether

underoneroof

**iexhaled***

Me:idontknowMarcusineedsome

timetoprocessallthis

Marc:takeallthetimeyouneebut



pleasedontleaveme

***ijustlookedathim.Hegotupand

walkedout.Afewminuteslateriwas

stillsittinginthesameposition.

Marcuswalkedinwithtwoplatesof

food.

Marc:ijustwarmeduptheleftoversi

knowyouarehungry

***hesaidthatgivingmetheplate***

Me:butim nothungry

***ididnthaveanappetite.Thelast

timeiatewasthebreakfastwhenwe



werestillatthehotel***

Marc:justtwospoonsTanyaplease

***itooktheplateandstartedto

eat.***

Itwasnowthefollowingdaywewere

atthehospital.Marcusdraggedme

therebecauseididntwanttogo.The

testsweredoneandwewerenowin

thewaitingroom waitingforthe

resultsbecauseMarchadpaidthe

doctortospeeduptheprocess.Iwas

sittingnexttoMarc,Kylewasplaying



withhisgrandparentsandMandy

washoldingherbabyshewas

dressedbetter.Shewaswearinga

kneelengthskirtandshortsleeved

top.Herpinkhairwastiedintoa

messybun.Ilookedather.Shewas

beautiful,idontknowwhyshewas

prostitute.Wewerecalledtothe

doctor'soffice.Wewentthereand

satdown

Doc:theresultsarebackMrMarcus

andcongratulationsyouarethe

father

***Marcuslookedatmeandilooked



away***

M.Dad:thankyoudoctorhaveanice

day

***weallstooduponebyoneand

walkedtothecarpark.***

Mandy:sowhenarewegetting

marriedMarcus?

***shesaidthatexcitedly.Iheard

Marcus'mum clickinghertongueand

hisfatherjustshookhishead.

Marcushadafrownonhisface.He

didntanswerherhejustenteredthe

carandifollowed.MandyandMarc's



parentswalkedtotheothercar.We

drovehome.Whenwegothomewe

allsatdownMarcuswasoutside

talkingonthephone.Hecame

back***

Marc:Amandacanitalktoyou

outside?

***wealllookedathim confused.

Mandylookedatmeandsherolled

hereyesthenshefollowedMarc

outside.Afterawhiletheycame

back***

Marcus:Amandahavean



announcementtomake

***wealllookedatherbutshe

lookedatMarcus.Marcusnodhis

head***

Mandy:im leavingbutiwillleave

Anashehere

Us:what?!

Endofinsert36
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