


SIBAHLE:hisheartinahumanform.

PROLOGUE.

[AYEARAGO]

Itookaglanceatthetimeonmywristwatchas

Ipacedupanddowninmylivingroom.the

glassofredwineinmyhand.

20:03pm.

he'slate,hewassupposedtobehereat7but

hecalledminutesagosayinghe'saroundthe

cornerbutit'sbeenanhour.Whichcornerishe

talkingtalkingabout?becausetheoneIknow

doesn'teventake10minutestogetinsideour

premises.I'vebeencallingandcallingbuthis

phonegoesstraighttovoicemail,Iswearto

Godifhe'sstoodingmeupforworkonour



mostimportantdayI'dtotallygocrazy..iswork

moreimportantthanhisMarriage?hiswife?I

meanI'm abusypersontoo,runninga

successfulbusinessisn'tchild'splaybutImake

surethatIhavetimeforhim.ImakesurethatI

comehomeearlytocookforhim andgivehim

massagesthensex.buthecan'tdothissmall

thingforus?tocelebrateour5thyear

anniversary?Justthisnightonlytoenjoy

ourselvesasamarriadecouple?

Ipickedupmyphoneandcalledhisnumber,as

expecteditgoestovoicemailagain.Itooka

deepbreathbeforeleavingavoicemessagefor

him..

Me:Siyababy,whereareyou?I'vebeenwaiting

foryouhere.Youweresupposedtobeherean

hourago..pleasecallmebackwhenyouget

this.



Ihungup..

SiyabulelaZiqubu,wherethehellareyou?

Imust'vehavefallenasleepbecauseIwas

wokenupbythedoorbellringingnon-stop.I

havefallenasleeponthecouchwhilewaiting

forthishusbandofmine.foramomentI

thoughtitwashim who'sringingthebellbutI

quicklyrememberedthathewouldn'tknockat

hisownhouse.

Igotupthecouchandheadtothedoor.I

expectedtoseehim onthedoorholding

flowersandwineaskingforforgivenessfor

stoodingmeupbutinsteadIwasmetwithtwo

Policemenstandingonmydoorstep.

Man1:MrsSibahleZiqubu?

Me:Yesthisisshe.howcanIhelpyou?

Forsomereason,thesemen'spresencedidn't



bringmeanypeace..

Man1:I'm detectiveMajolaandthisisofficer

Nyathicanwegetin?

Me:ohsorry..comein

Imovedawayfrom thedoor..

Theygotinsideandstoodnexttothedoor..

Man1:Wearehereregardingtoyourhusband,

MrSiyabulelaZiqubu.

Myheartstartstobeatfastacrossmychest..

Me:Myhusband?Whereishe?something

happenedtohim?

Man2:Ma'am Ithinkyoumightwanttosit

downforthis

Me:Don'tfuckentellmetositdownjusttalk!

Where'sSiya?

Man1:MrsSibahle,Yourhusbandwasinvolved

inacaraccidentanhourago..



Myheartsankintomystomach..

No,notmyhusband.theymustbemistaken..

Siyacan'tdomelikethis..notnow.

Me:isheokay?

Somehowmyvoicecameoutasawhisper..

Thedetectiveshookhishead..

Man1:I'm sorry

Me:No..No..No!

Man1:hedidn'tmakeit,hediedonthespot.

Me:Noooooo!!!

I'm SibahleConwayZiqubu.thisismystory.

tobecontinued..
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SIBAHLECONWAY.

It'sbeenoverayearsinceSiyapassedaway,

thewoundofhispassingisstillnew.I'm still

hurtingeventoday.It'slikeitallhappened

yesterday,well.Yeshewasn'tthebesthusband

orthehusbandoftheyearbutIlovedhim and

helovedmeback..hewasn'tperfectbutat

leasthetriedtomakemehappyeventhough

hiscareerwasthemostimportantthinginhis

life,Iwouldn'tsayIwashappilymarried

becausewasn't,Siyadidn'tgivemeenough

attentionashiswife,itwaswork,workand

work.IwassosickofitbuttherewasnothingI

coulddo.

Overtheyear,alothashappened.itturnedout



thatSiyapassingwasn'tanaccident.hewas

killedbutmadeitlooklikeitwasanaccident,

PolicewassuspiciousthatIcouldbeoneofthe

casehewasworkingat,itinvolvedsome

dangerousdrugLord'sandallthat.Lookslike

hewasthisclosetoputthem behindbarsbut

theykilledhim andthere'snoevidencethat

provesthat.itshowsthatthosepeopleare

dangerous.Itriedtofollowthroughby

investigatinghisdeathbutafterweeksof

investigating,Ireceivedacallfrom anunknown

numberwarningmetostayawayfrom things

thatdoesn'tconcernme.Iknewthatitwas

from thatgangsoIletthingsbe.

Eventhoughmymotherin-lawisaccusingme

ofkillingherson,shedoesn'treallylikeme

muchandthisdeathofSiya.shethinksIkilled

him becauseIwanthismillions..isshecrazy?I

meanIgavemyOwnwinecompany,Ihavemy

ownmillionsinmybankaccount.WhywouldI



killmyhusbandformoney?butthenit'sokay.

Aknockcamethroughfrom thedoor,Sinazo.

MyP.Apeekedthroughthedoor.

Sinazo:Siba,YourfriendZiyandaishere.

Me:sendherthrough

Shenoddedandclosedthedoor..

Aminutelater,ZiyandasteppedInsidethe

officelookingsobeautifulinthedressshewore.

Ziya:heybabes

Me:hiZiya..howareyou?

Ziya:I'm finelove,haveyouhadlunchyet?

Me:uhm nobutIwasaboutto.

Ziya:great!becausewe'regoingtoeatout

today.

Me:butZiya-



Ziya:ha.aSiba,nobuts.getyourfatassupthat

chair!

Irolledmyeyes..

Me:Yesmother

Istoodupandgrabbedmypurse,cellphoneand

carkeysthenweheadout.

WepassedSinazobythelobby..

Me:Sinazo,I'm goingoutforlunch.I'llbeback

later.

Sinazo:Okay

Wewalkedoutgoingtotheunderground

parkinglot.

•••

THANDOLWETHUMAKHUBALO.



Nathi:Wewereabletomovethemerchandise

beforethecopsturnedthatplaceupsidedown.

Inodded..

Me:Good.Wastheprofitreached?

Nathi:Yesandquitefranklywewentabovejust

by3%

Ismiled..

Me:that'simpressive,I'm gladthatthebusiness

isgoingwellwithoutthepoliceonyourback.

Ziqubucostedusalotofthings.ifhedidn't

messup,wehavestillbeprotectedbutatleast

wehaveNyathi.

Nathi:Ihopehewon'tfuckuptoo!

Me:heknowswhatwillbetheconsequences

be,hewillthinktwicebeforedoublecrossing

me.IstheanythingelseIneedtoknow?

Nathi:No..notyet

Me:Okay,I'llbeattherestaurantthewholeday.



therestudentscomingoverforacooking

lessons.don'tcallmeunlessit'simportant.

Nathi:Okay

Me:seeyoulater

Igrabbedmycarkeysandwalkedoutthe

warehouse,Igotinsidemycaranddroveout

thegateasitclosedbehindme.

beingadrugLordislikemysecondjobthatIdo

afterhours,nobodyknewaboutitexceptformy

brotherandmytwootherfriends.Everyone

thinksI'm livinganhonestliving,I'm aChefwho

knowsachainofrestaurantsandalsowho

haveacookingshow.Cookingispassion.I've

alwayslovedcookingsinceIwasyoung.It's

alwaysbeenmydream tohavemyown

restaurant.



Thedrugbusinesswasownedbymyfather,he

wasthemostruthlessandcold-heartedbastard

thatdidn'thavemercyonanyone.soafterhe

died,heleftthebusinessovertomeandNathi;

mybigbrother.webothownitbutI'm notreally

involvedintoit,Nathiistheonewholooksafter

it24/7makingsurethateverythinggoeswell.

nocopsareonourtailorsomethinglikethat.

EveryonethinksI'm thissweetguy,who's

alwaysonthekitchencooking.theguywhohas

thisloveandpassionforbeinginkitchenbut

underneath..I'm thiscoldbastard,thedrugLord.

theownerofthemostdangerousgangcalled"

Thetyrants",themostpowerfulanddangerous

gang.

Iarrivedatmyrestaurantandparkedatmy

privateparkingspaceavoidingtointeractwith

thecrowd..youknowhowpeoplecanbewhen

you'rewellknown.theywouldembushyouor



asksomanypictures.sotoavoidallthat,Ihad

aprivateparkingspaceandprivateexitatthe

back.

I'm ThandolwethuDonMakhubalo.

••••

SIBAHLECONWAY.

beingwithZiyaaroundcanbeveryfunattimes,

she'ssuchabunchoffreshair.herbubbly

personalitymakesmeforgetaboutmy

problemsandlaughatherstupidness.Our

lunchtogetherwasfun,shewastellingme

aboutherboyfriend.Nathi,shesayshe'stoxic

forherbutsheloveshim likethat.likeit'shard

tostayawayfrom him.



Iwassosadwhenwehadtogoourseparate

ways,Iwasnolongerinthemoodtogobackto

myworkplaceandIdidn'twanttogohometoo.

tostareatthosebigwallssurroundingme.

Me:I'm sosadthatyou'releaving

IsaidasIhuggedher..

Ziya:Don'tworrybabes,I'llseeyousomeother

time.

Me:Yeah

Ziya:Yaziyoushouldconsiderdatingagain,this

lonelinessofyourswillleadtodepression.

Isighed..

Me:Itriedthatshit,itdoesn'tworkforme

Shesmiled..

Ziya:Don'tworryI'llsortyouout,Nathihasthis



handsomebrother.

Me:Nope..I'm notinterested

Ziya:but-

Me:Dropit

Sheraisedherhandsinsurrender..

Ziya:Okaythen,goodbye

Me:bye

Shekissedmycheekthenwalkedtohercar..

Shehootedatmebeforedrivingoff.

tobecontinued..
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SIBAHLECONWAY.



AfterthatlunchwithZiya,Iwasn'tinthemood

togobacktoworkorgotomyhousesoIwent

toseemydad.it'sbeenawhilesinceIlastsaw

myoldman.maybeamonthago,Ithink.Imiss

him.

Mydadliveoutsidethecity,hebuilthimselfan

estateawayfrom everyone.it'swhereIgrewup,

itwasjustMe,dadandMom butunfortunately

Mom diedwhenIwas15yearsoldsoDadjust

tookoverraisingmetobethiswomaniam

today.

I'llforeverloveandappreciateyouMrandMrs

Conway,ifIwasn'tforthem Idon'tknowwhat

would'vebecamewithmylife.theConway'sare

notmyrealparents,theadoptedwishIwas

only3monthsold.from thesaying;theyfound

meatthehospitalbathroom withmynameand



age.sosincetheystruggledabittopronounce

"Sibahle",theynamedmeJasmine.thename

Dadstillcallmeeventoday..hesaysI'llalways

behisJasmine.

ThesecurityatDad'shousedidn'tgivemeany

hasslesbecausetheyknewme,soIdrove

insideandparkedthecarontheroundabout..

Dadwasalreadystandingbythedoorwaiting

formetocomeout.Igotoutthecarandranto

him andhuggedhim.

Me:heyDad

Dad:heyJasmine,longtimenosee.

Igiggled..

Me:I'vebeenbusydad

Dad:busyenoughnottoevenvisityourdad?

Me:I'm sorryoldman

Dad:You'renottoooldtogetahidding.



Me:Iknow

hesmiledandkissedmyforehead..

Dad:Imissedyoubaby,itgetslonelyaround

here.

Me:ImissedyoutooDad,youshouldcomeand

staywithmeinthecitydad.

Dad:Nothankyou..Let'sgoinside.

........

Dad:sohowhaveyoubeen?

Me:Good

Dad:really?Youdon'tlookmuchconvincing.

Me:I'm finedad,butyouknowImissmy

husbandandit'skindalonelyinmyhouse

withouthim.

Dad:Youmisshim don'tyou?



Isighed..

Me:Ido,alot.

hegavemeasadsmilebeforehetookasipon

hisglassofwine.

Dad:Yourwineisgood,businessdoingokay?

Me:Yes..everythingisgood.

Dad:I'm soproudofyou,I'm sureyourmom.

Ismiled..

Me:thankyou

helookedatforawhile..

Dad:Don'tlethisdeathtakeyoudown,yesyou

haveeveryrighttomournforyourhusbandbut

atsomepointyouhavetodustyourselfupand

moveon.You'restillyoung,youwillfind

someoneelsethatyouwillalsolove.I'm not

sayingforgetabouthim butgiveloveanother

chance,Siyawillalwayshaveaspecialplacein

yourheartjustlikehowyourmom isonmine.I



loveyouJas,andit'severydad'swishoutthere

toseetheirchildrenhappy.giveyourselfsome

timeandhealokay?

.

.

.

.

After2hoursofbeingwithdad,Iwenthome.

EventhoughdadwantedmetosleepoverbutI

wantedmyspace,tothink.

ButwhenIgothomearound5pm inthe

afternoon,therewasacaronthedrive-way.I

didn'tevenneedtoguesswhoitwas.Siya's

annoyingbrothers.

Iparkedmycarbehindtheirsandgotout.Iwas

alreadyannoyedwiththeirpresencebefore

evenknowingwhytheyarehere.Iwalkedinside



thehouse,theyalreadymadethemselves

comfortableinmydamnhouse,drinkingmy

wine.

Me:Whatthefuckareyoudoinghere?

Sima:Whoatigress..whyareyougrumpy?

Sakhi:Maybeshe'shungry

Theylaughed..

Irolledmyeyesandwenttositdownonthe

couchoppositethem.

Me:Whyareyouhere?

Simastoppedlaughingandlookedatmewith

hardlookonhisface,thisguyiscoldand

intense.thescaronhisfacedoesn'tmake

anythingeasy.

Sima:Youknowwhywehere,deadlineisover..

we'vegivenyouamonthnoticeandnowit's

gametime.



Ichuckled..

Me:Itoldyoubefore,I'm doingthatshit!

Sakhi:Yesyouare.

Simathrewthefileonme..

Sima:that'salltheinformationyou'llneedon

him,weneedyoutomakehim fallinlovewith

yousothatwecouldcatchhim.

Ilaughed..likeliterallylaughed..

Me:Whatmakesyouthinkacoldhearted

bastardwillnotseerightthroughme?Letalone

fallinginlovewithmewithoutknowingwhoIam?

heleanedovertomeandputhisforearmson

thetable..

Sima:ListenhereSibahle,Icanseethatwe've

beenverylenientwithyoutoapointyou

thoughtyoucanwalkoverourheads.Youseem

toforgetthatwe'redoingthisforourbrother.

Yourlatehusband,bytraditionyou'restill



Marriadetohim.sothisiswhatyou'regoingto

do,youmakesurethatDonfallsforyou,falls

foryouhard.Idon'tcareifyouhavetosleep

withhim togetwhatwewant.You'lldoit.

Ileanedovertohim..

Me:AndifIdon'twant?

hesmirked..

Sima:Yousaygoodbyetodaddydearest.

•••

THANDOLWETHUMAKHUBALO.

Me:We'redonefortheday,justgothroughall

therecipesIgaveyouandmakesurethatyou

haveingredientswe'lluseTomorrowokay?

Theynodded..



Me:Alright,youmaygo.

theypackedtheirstuffandwalkedoutthe

kitchenbutStaceyremainedbehind..

Me:Andthen?whatyouwaitingfor?

Shewalkedtowardsmeandstoodbetweenmy

legs..

Stacey:Iwashopingthatwecouldhavesome

funtogether?

Me:Stacey,don't.Itoldyouwhatwedidwasa

onceoffthingdon'texpectmore..Idon'tusually

bedstudentssotherenothingspecialabout

you.

Stacey:but-

Me:Leave

ShetriedtotouchmebutIyankedherhands

offme..

Me:IsaidLeaveStacey,don'tmakemecall

securityforyoutoescortyouout.



Stacey:Fine,you'llneverfindsomeonewhocan

satisfyyoulikeIdo.

Me:Don'tflatteryourself,Ihadbetter.Justfuck

off.

Stacey:Yousuchanasshole!

Ishrugged..

Me:IneversaidIwasn't,closethedooronyour

wayout.

Sheclickedhertougueandstormedout.

Me:bitch

Ipackedupmystuffandheadtomycaronthe

parkinglot.

Igotinsidecaranddrovetomymother'shouse.

.

.



.

Mom:Lwethu,I'm serious.

Me:Mom canwedropthis?Idon'twanttoget

marriedandI'llnevergetmarried.Youshould

askNathithathe'stheolderone.

Nathi:No

Mom shookherheadlookingatuswithher

handsonherwaist.

Mom:mense,I'm gettingold.Iwantdaughterin

-lawsandgrandchildren.

Me:Youshouldforgetaboutthat,because

you'renotgettingthem anytimesoon.

Nathi:JustforgetaboutitMama.thisshitis

gettingboringnow.

Mom:Okay,here'sthething,ifyoudon'thave

wivesbytheendoftheyear.MrsSeptemberat

thechurchhastwobeautifuldaughtersthatI



wouldliketohavethem asmydaughterin-laws

okay?

Sheputthedisclothonthetableandwalked

away..

Nathi:Whatthe?

Me:Shecan'tbeserious!

•••••

SIBAHLECONWAY..

SimaandSakhiaresuchdecamentdicks!

They'rebastardthatIwannashootbetweenthe

eyeifIhadagun.howthehelltheyexpectme

topullthisoff?thisisafuckendrugLordfor

heaven'ssake.they'rethemostdangerous

gangIknow.they'rejustmakingmesigna



deathmission,ifIhadachoiceIwouldn'tdo

thisbutIstillneedmydad.Ilovehim toomuch

togethim killedsoIhadnochoicebuttoagree.

I'm seatedontopofthebed,atuboficecream

andglassofwinenexttomewhileIgothrough

thisguy'sfile.

Ireallywanttogivemyhusbandjusticebutthis?

I'm goingstraightintoalion'sdeanlikethis.

hisnameisThandolwethuDonMakhubalo,he's

30yearsold.acelebritychefwithachainof

restaurantsallovertheworld.he'soneofthe

richestyoungblackmaninSouthAfrica.hehas

abrotherwho'sSiphenathiMakhubalo,36years

old.he'salsoacriminal.

thesedudesfoundevenalittleinformation

abouthim,he'sfavouriteclubhelikestogoto.

hefavouriterestauranttoeatat.everythinghe



likestodo.Maybethiswillgivemeagoodstart

tostalkhim alittlesothatIcouldknowwhathe

likestodoatthecertaintime.

IjusthopeI'llbeabletopullthisthroughorI'll

enduplikemyhusband..

tobecontinued..
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SIBAHLECONWAY.

Dayspassedby,Iwastotallydreadingthe

momenttostartwiththemission.themission

toseducethissonofabitch.ifitwasuptome

i'dwanttoshoothim betweentheeyeatfirst



glanceifIhadagunjustgetoverthisanddone

with.thismanbroughtalotofpainmyheart

whenhedecidedtokillSiya..YesIknowthat

myhusbandwasn'tthebesthusbandinthe

worldbutwelovedandrespectedeachotheras

much.butthisbastarddecidedtokillhim.

Evenwiththisangerhabouredinsideofme,I

stilldon'tthinkI'llmakeitoutaliveinthis.this

manisrumouredtobetheheartlessbastard

thatdoesn'tshowmercytoanyone,hedoesn't

thinktwicebeforehittingabulletintoyourskull.

AndI'm walkingstraightintothatlion'sdenwith

thehopethathewon'tseerightthroughme?he

willletmeintohishousewithoutknowingwho

thehellam I?Idon'twanttodothisbutIdon't

haveachoiceinthisissue.Mydad'slifeis

totallylyingonmyhandsrightnow,andIknow

thatSimaandSakhiain'tbluffing.Iftheysaid

they'llkilldad.theywilldoitandthere'snothing

Icoulddotostopthatfrom happening.



WhenIwentthroughDon'sfileitstatedthat,

there'sthisclubintownhelikestogotoon

Mondays..torelievestressIthink.soIthought

whydon'tIstartmymissionthere?toactlike

it'smy"weddinganniversary"todayandI'm

drinkingmysorrowsawayjustbecausemy

husbandisn'theretocelebrateitwithme..

brilliantright?Iknow.

Around6pm intheafternoon,Igotreadyand

headtotheclub.IwasanervouswreckbutI

hadtodothis.otherwiseI'llhavetosay

goodbyetodad.Upontomyarrivalattheclub,I

parkedmycarontheparkinglotthenhead

insidetheclubandsatonthebar.lookslikethe

Donhasn'tarrivedbecauseIdon'tseehim

anywherehere.Iorderedadrink,satthereand

waited.



30minutespassed,stillthere'snosignofDon.I

wasalreadyfedupofbeingheresoIpaid

gettingreadytoleavewhenatalldarkskinned

man,wearingallblackgotinsidewithothertwo

guys.Icouldn'tseetheirfacebecausethey

werefacingtheothersidebutwhenheturned

aroundfacingthelight,hisfacewasmore

visible.Itwashim,ThemanI'm lookingfor.

DonMakhubalo.

WhenIsawhispictureonthefileSimagaveit

tome,Ithoughthewasanhandsomemanbut

nowthatI'veseenhim face-to-face.Ithink

picturesdidn'tdohim anyjustice..hewasmore

handsomeinperson.him andhisfriendsfound

aplacetositandsatdown.thebarIwas

seatedatwasmorelikeinthecornersohe

won'tseemestaringathim,he'sfacewashard

andcoldlikeapissedperson.hisjawsclenched

sohardlikehewasgoingtobreakhisteeth.his

eyeswereroamingaroundtheplacewhilehe's



friendswerechatting.

sometwowomen,walkedtotheirtableandsat

downwiththem.oneoftheladieswenttositon

hislapandkissedhim..Andhekissedherback.

I'm totallywatchingallthissceneashishands

roamedaroundthelady'sass,herhands

brushinghisheadastheykissed.theotherlady

isbusyintertaininghistwootherfriends.

theypulledoutthekissastheotherwoman

wenttositonhislaptooandkissedhim too.

Wow.

Icouldn'tcontinuetowatchbecauseIwas

alreadyfedupwiththisman.ifhe'slikethis

howthehellam Igoingtomakehim fallinlove

withme?withoutanycomplicationsbecause

thisguylookslikeajerkassinthemaking.

Icalledoverthebillfrom thebartenderandpaid,

whenIwasabouttogoIheadavoicetalking

behindme.



Voice:Scotchontherockandadrinkforthe

beautifullady.

Thebartendernoddedandwalkedaway..

Iturnedaroundtolookatwhothehellitwas.

Thewomaniser..

Me:Icanbuymyowndrink,thankyouvery

much.

Don:so?I'm Justbuyingyouoneandyou

shouldthankme.

Ichuckled..

Me:Forwhat?Justbecauseyouboughtme

thatcheapdrink?foryourowninformationI

don'twantit.

Don:Stopbeingdramaticandsitdown.

Ibitemytongue,tryingtostopmyselffrom

tellinghim tofuckhimselfbutIcouldn'tdothat.

I'm onamissionhere.



IsatdownonthechairIwasseatedon.

Don:Lwethuisthename.

Me:Sibahle

Don:Cutename

Me:Didyoustopmefrom goinghomesothat

youcouldtalkabouthiscutemynameis?I

haveimportantthingstodothantosithereand

discussmyname.

Thecornerofhismouthraisedintoasmall

smile..

Don:fiestyIlikethat.

Me:Sureyouare

••••

THANDOLWETHUMAKHUBALO.



I'vebeenaroundalotoftimetoknowthatwhen

awomenkeepsstealingglancesatyouina

clubthere'ssomethingthatshewantsorshe's

smittenbyyou.from themomentIarrivedin

thisclubwithmytwoguards,iimmediatelyfelt

eyesonme.theclubwasn'tthatfulltodayand

womenweren'tthatmanysoIdidn'talotforme

tonoticewho'sstaring.

Ihadalotofwomen,stalkingmefrom timeto

time.AndIthoughtitwasastalkerbutwhenI

sawSibahleConway.ThelateSiyabulela

Ziqubu'swife..Ididn'tthinkthatshemightbe

stalkingmeorsomethinglikethat.Maybeshe

sawsomethingthatshelikedonmeand

decidedtostare.

She'saverybeautifulwomanandvery

interestingwithasassyattitude.I'veseenalot

ofbeautifulwomanbeforesoshewasn'tthat

beautiful.Wewerestillseatedonthisbar,she

wasorderingdrinksafterdrinkslikeshe's



stressedorsomething..

Me:what'sbotheringyou?

Siba:Nothing

Me:Really?butyou'redrinkinglikeafish

Shesighed..

Siba:Okayfine..I'lltellyou.

Me:I'm listening

•••••

SIBAHLECONWAY.

bythetimeI'm done"tellinghim "howIlostmy

husbandandallthat,Iwastotallycryingandall

that.hewassoquiet,listeningintentivelyto



everywordIsaidbuthisfaceshowednothing..

itwasstoicandemotionlesslikeheisn't

thinkingorsomething.IthoughtIwasgoingto

getareactionfrom him butIguess..

Don:That'sbad,Youmustbeveryheartbroken..

bastard..

hiswordslackedemotion,it'slikehewasjust

sayingtomakemefeelbetter.heisn'teven

feelingguiltyforkillingmyhusband.butIshow

givemyselfsomeroundofapplauseformy

performance,IthinkIdeservearoleinTheriver

soapieorsomethingmaybebeLindiwe

Dikana'ssister?

thispieceofshitdidn'tevencomfortme,hejust

staredatmelikeI'm notcrying..



LookslikeI'm goingtohaveahardtimeto

cracktopersonup..

Tobecontinued..
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SIBAHLECONWAY.

Itwasalreadylatenow,around8pm butIwas

stillinthedamnclubwiththissonofabitch.

Wewerestillhavingdrinks,Iwasgettingdrunk

now.hehadahightoleranceinalcoholbecause

he'sbeendrinkinganddrinkingbuthe'snot

evenslightlydrunk.Weweren'ttalkingthat

muchbecauseI'venoticedthatheisn'tmuchof

atalker..



Don:WhatHappenedtoyourhusband?

Istoppedswirlingthedrinkonmyhandand

lookedathim,abittakenbackbyhisquestion.

heknewexactlywhathappenedtomyhusband

butwhywasheasking?testingwatersmaybeif

Iknewsomethingornot?

Me:hewasinvolvedinacaraccidentanddied

onthespot.

henodded..

Don:Soyouhaven'tbeenwithanyoneever

since?

Me:That'skindapersonaldon'tyouthink?

heshrugged..

Don:it'saprettysimplequestiontoanswer

unlessyou'reashamedtoanswerit.

Ididn'tsayanything,Ijuststaredathim..



Me:Whom Ifuckisnoneofyourbusiness,I

haveorhaven'tbeenwithanyonesincemy

husbanddiedisnotyourconcernsodon'tworry

aboutit.

Don:I'm notworried,I'm tryingtohelpyou.Your

problemsaretoomuch;You'refrustrated..You

needsex,someonetogiveyougooduntilyou

forgetaboutthisdeadhusbandofyours.Ifyou

wantanyofthis..

hepushedhisbusinesscardtome..

Don:Callme,I'llsortyouout.

hewinkedatmethenwalkedaway..

Wow.

Ipickeduphiscardandlookedatit,ithadall

hisinformationabouthisworkplaceandallthat.

Evenhisofficenumberandcellnumberwere

here.Itookthecarandslippeditinsidemybag.

IfinishedthedrinkandpayedthebillthenI



walkedouttomycarintheparkinglot.

AsIwasabouttodriveaway,myphonerang.

It'sZiyanda..Ianswered.

Me:babes

Ziya:heylove..whereyouat?I'm atyourhouse

butthesecuritysaysYou'renothere.

Me:Waitformethere,I'm onmywayback

Ziya:Okay

Ihungup..

Istartedthecaranddrovehome.

•••

THANDOLWETHUMAKHUBALO.



Nathi:Areyousureit'scoincidence?

Me:Sheknowsthatherhusband'sdeathwasn't

justanaccident,butshedoesn'tknowwho

killedhim.

Nathi:becarefulDon,womenaredangerous.

shecanbeplottingagainstyou.

Ishookmyhead..

Me:No..Sibahlelookslikeshe'stoonaíveto

abletodosuchthings.butI'lltrytokeepher

closetofindoutherintentionsbutIthinkshe

doesn'thaveagenda.

Nathi:Idon'tcareaboutwhatyouthinkLwethu,

we'rerunningabusinesshere.abusinessthat

can'tbeknown.wecan'thavepoliceonourtail.

Idon'tbelievethisthingthatgirliscoincidence..

I'm goingtofindout,AndIfindoutthatshe's

plottingsomething?she'sgoodasdead.



Me:Ihopeso

Nathi:seeyouaround

hetookhisgunandwalkedout.

Nathi'sinstinctscanberightattimes,whenhe

says,hecan'ttrustsomeone..meansthere's

definitelysomethingupwiththem butI'm not

aboutSibahle.

Yesterdaysheseemedreallyhurtbythat

weddinganniversarythingy,painwaswrittenall

overherface.Shewashurt..sheseemedlike

shedidn'tknowwhoIwasbutthatdoesn't

meanI'llbrushNathi'ssuspicionsoff,Iwillhave

tokeephercloseandtrytostudyherintentions.

Igotsnappedoutofmythoughtsbymyphone

vibrating.

Me:Yes



Voice:Sir,itsJoe.there'saladyhereatthegate

sayingshe'sStaceyandshewantstoseeyou.

Me:tellhertofuckoff

Joe:Shesayssheknewyouwouldsaythat.so

she'snotgoinganywhereuntilyouletherin.

Isighedinannoyance..

Me:letherin

Ihungup..

EvenStaceyisannoyingashell,shemightbea

goodlaytonight.

••••

ZIYANDAMZINGELI.



20minuteslater,SibaarrivedasIwasstill

standingoutsidemycarwaitingforher.she

cameoutthecarandwalkedtowardsme.she

lookeddrunkbecausehercheekswereflushed

withatintofred.

Siba:sorrytokeepyouwaiting.

Me:it'sokay

Thesecurityopenedthegatethenwedrove

inside.weparkedourcarsonthedrivewaythen

headinsidethehouse.

Me:Whereareyoucomingfrom?

Siba:atsomeclub

Iraisedmybrowather..

Me:Club?sincewhenuhambaclubsSiba?

Shesighedandthrewherselfonthecouchnext

tomeandtookoffherheels.



Siba:SomethingIneededtodo.

Me:oryouwenttheretolookforsomeoneto

takehome?

Sherolledhereyes..

Siba:Youknowthat'snotmystyle..AnywayI

wasonamission.

Me:Siba,don'ttellmeyouinvestigatingyour

husband'sdeathagain

hersilenceansweredmyquestion..

Me:Sibahle!

Siba:Don't

Me:ThosepeoplearedangerousSibahle,you

rememberwhathappenedthelasttimeyou

triedtoinvestigateSiya'sdeath?

Siba:Iknow..Iknowbutthistimeit'sdifferent

Me:differenthow?

Siba:SimaandSakhicameherethisotherday,



theywantmetoseducemyhusband'skillerand

makehim fallinlovewithmesothatIcouldgive

them him onthesilverplatter,andtheycould

killhim.

Me:Andyouagreed?UphambeneSiba?(Are

youcrazy)

Shestoodupandwenttopourwineforherself..

Siba:Idon'thaveachoiceokay?IfIdon'tdo

this,they'llkillmydad.andIcan'tletthat

happen..DadisallIhave!

Me:I'm sorrymyfriendthatyou'reinthis

situationbutthisiscomplicated.You'regoing

straightintothelion'sdenandyougoingtoget

yourselfkilled!

••••

SIBAHLECONWAY.



AfterZiyaleft,Iwasleftalone.Shewasgoing

tosleepoverbuthermancalledheroversoshe

wenttohim.

Icookeddinnerformyself,atethenbathed.my

mindwassooccupiedwiththoughtsIcouldn't

evenread,soIjustlayonthebedandthought

whatwasigoingtodonexttonailthisbastard

ofaman.

Ilayedtheredeepinmythoughtsuntilsleep

consumedme.

tobecontinued..

SIBAHLE:hisheartinahumanform.

CHAPTER05.

•••••••••••••••••••••••



SIBAHLE.

Iwasatwork,goingthroughsomepaperwork

whenmyphoneranginmybag.Ididn'tcheck

onitbecauseIknewwhowascalling.

Sima.

thisguyhasnochill,Idon'tknowhowhismind

worksattimes.doesheexpectmetomake

Donfallsinlovewithmewithintwodays?he's

crazy.it'sbeen2dayssinceIsawDoninthat

club.Ihaven'tevencalledhim,Idon'thaveto

gutstocallhim.

Itriedtoavoidthephonebuthewaspersistent

soItookthephoneoutofthebagand

answered.

Me:Sima

Sima:Sibahle,We'reexpectingfeedbackevery



week'stimesowhyareyouquiet?

Me:Aweekistoosoon,can'tyougivemesome

moretime?I'm tryingthebestIcouldhere.that

manisstubbornyousaidityourself!

Sima:IknowwhatIsaid,butyou'renotgetting

anyworkdone.haveyouseenhim?

Me:Yes

Sima:And?

Me:Andwhat?nothinghappened.

Sima:ListenhereSiba,I'm givingyouamonth

andAweektogetthismissiondone.aMonth

andaweekQha,youmessitup?Daddyisgone..

You'lldowhateverittakestobringthatmanto

us.Idon'tcareofyousleepwithyouarewe

clear?

Me:Crystal

Sima:Good,timeisticking.

hehungup..



Iscreamedandthrewthephoneaway,luckilyit

landedonthecouch.Icouldn'thelpbutcry,I

wishiticouldturnthiswholethingoffbutI

can't.Daddy'slifewillbeindanger.

myphonebeepedfrom thecouch,Ileanedover

totakeitthenturnediton..

Me(teary):OhmyGod

It'sapictureofmydadatmall,he'scarrying

plasticsofgrocery.thankspicturehasacaption:

tick..tock..tick..tock.

Simaisafuckencunt.

Nowthatthey'rewatchingmydad'severymove,

Ihadtodosomething.Itookmybagand

lookedforthatstupidsothatIcancallthis

moron.Ifoundthecaranddialledthenumber

onmylandlinephone.Itrangacoupleof



secondsbeforehisdeepvoiceechoedonmy

ear.

Don:Lwethu

Iclearedmythroat..

Me:It'sSibahle

Hislinewentquietlikehedroppedthecall.

Don:Iknewyou'dcallbutIdidn'tthinkitwillbe

thissoon.

Irolledmyeyes..

Arrogantbastard.

Me:Ibelieveifyouwantsomethingyougoforit.

hechuckled..

Don:indeed,sowhatcanIdoforyouMissSiba?

Me:It'sMrs..howaboutwemeetupfordrinks

latertomorrowatPigalle?

Don:Seeyouthen.



hehungup..

Wow,Ididn'tbelievethatIwasreallydoingthis.

•••

LWETHU.

IknewshewouldcalleventuallybutIdidn't

thinkitwouldbethissoon,becausejudgingby

herpersonalityshelookedlikethosewoman

whodidn'tsleepwithjustanyone.Andtoherto

agreetosleepwithmewithouthesitation

doesn'tsitwellwithme.there'ssomethingthat

doesn'tsitwellwithmeaboutSibabutIdon't

wanttodwellonitorentertainthatthought.I'll

enjoythepussyandmoveonwithmylife.



IwasatthewarehousetodaywithNathi,

becausewehadsomemerchandisewehadto

sortout.Andalsotherewasanother

merchandisethatoursupplierwasgoingto

dropbysowehadtobehere.

NathidomostofthethingsherebutwhenIhad

achanceorI'm freeIcomeheretocheckok

thisbutNathiisdoingagreatjob.

Me:howfarareyouwiththeinvestigation

regardingMrsZiqubu?

Nathi:Nothingyet,there'sreallynotmuchinto

hereitherthanshewasmarried.whatshedoes

foralivingandotherthingsbutIwon'tgiveup.

Me:Okay

Anhourlater,Iwenttomyotherrestaurantto

checkonhowthingsgo.



IarrivedthereandheadstraighttoZintle's

office(manager).Iopenedthedoorand

steppedinside.thesceneIwalkedintomade

mewishIknocked,shewaslayingontopofher

desk,withthisdudebetweenherlegs.

Man:Whothehellareyoutoburgeinhere?

Zintlepushedhim offandstoodupfixingher

clothes..

Zintle:Siri-

Me:SorrytointerruptbutIwantrestaurant

books?

Zintle:Ohyeah..letmegetthem.

Shewalkedawaytogetthem thencameback

andhandedthem tome..

Zintle:Sir,I'm sorryaboutthisitwon'thappen

again.

Me:Zintle,Whatyoudowithyourpussydoesn't



concernme.Justdon'tdoitonmydesksokay?

Zintle:YesSir

Me:thankyou

Iwalkedout..

•••

ZIYANDA.

IwassoworriedaboutSiba,whatshe'sdoingis

dangerousanditwillgetherkilled.

Idoubtsheevenknowwhatkindofpeople

she'sgoingafter,thisisjustasuicidemission.

She'sevenstubbornbutshedoesn'treallyhave

achoiceinthiscase.herdad'slifeisinvolved..

ifshedoesn'tdothis,whattheyaskherthey're



goingtokillhim.

SimaandSakhiaresuchdicks,can'ttheydo

thisthemselvesinsteadofputtingmyfriends

lifeindanger?who'seventhisdude,thereone

whokilledSiya.whoishe?Sibadidn'twantto

tellmeanything.

Nathiwrappedhisarmsaroundmywaistand

kissedmyneck.

Nathi:Molobaby

Me:heylove

Nathi:whatareyouthinkingabout?

Me:Nothing

Nathi:baby

Me:Don'tworryaboutit,doyouwant

somethingtoeat?

Nathi:Yes



Me:Okay..goandsitdownI'llmakeyou

somethingtoeat.

Nathi:hurry

hekissedmylipsthenwalkedaway..

Tobecontinued..
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LWETHU.

IwasgettingreadytomeetupwithSibaat

Pigalle.Iwasn'treallylookingforwardtothis

meetupbutI'llneversaynotofreefuck,a

quickanduncomplicatedone.Ijustgotoutthe

phonewithNathi..hewashisoldselfasalways.

warningmeaboutthiswoman.Idon'tthink

Sibahlewantssomethingfrom me,she'sjusta

hornywidowthatwantssomeonetosatisfyher

needsandI'm game.

Siyawouldturninhisgravejustbyseeingme

fuckinghiswife.hewouldbestillaliveand

aroundwithhiswifeifhewasn'tgreedyand

didn'tthinktwicetodoublecrossme.hehadall

themoneyheneededbuthewasn'tsatified.

thenhisgreedinessgothim killed.



I'vealwayslovedfuckingMarriadewomen,

womenwhowerenotsatisfiedwiththeir

husbandssotheywentouttolookfor

somethingnew.whatIlikedaboutthem isthat

theydidn'tgetattached.theywereneverclingy

orcomplicatedbecausetheyhadhusband's

andkids.thesexwassimpleandeasybutI'm

notquitesureaboutSiba.Yes,she'smarried

butherhusbandisdeadandIdon'twantherto

getattachedtome.

AfterIwasdonegettingready,Itookmythings

andheadout.Igotinsidemycaranddroveto

Pigalletogetoveranddonewith.Aponmy

arrivalatPigalle,Irushedinsideavoidingfans

ofmycookingorsomethingtocrowdmy

space..thankfullythattheplacewasn'tthat

packedsoIheadinside,Sibawasseatedwhere

Isawherthefirsttime.Atthebarinthecorner,

shehadaglassofredwineinherhandanda



littlebowlofolives.sheworealongblack

trenchcoatandblackheels.Ididn'tevenwant

toimaginewhatshehadworeunderthatcoat.I

walkedtowardsherandtookaseatnexttoher,

sheturnedtolookatmeintheface.

JesusChrist..

Firstly,Shewashotashell.Shewassosexyto

apointigothardjustbystaringather.Shehad

makeuponherfacewithherlipscoatedwitha

redbloodlipstick.evenherhairwasnicely

styled..shewasfuckingfuckable.Iwantedto

bendheroveronthisbarandhardherharduntil

shebeggedmetostop.

Imust'vestaredathersolonguntilshebecame

uncomfortablebecausesheclearedherthroat..

Siba:hey

Me:Evening



Weweren'tfriendsoranything,justtwopeople

wantingtofuckeachothersowehadnothing

totalkabout.sheheldgazeforfewminutesas

shesuckedtheoliveintohermouth.myeyes

immediatelytraileddowntohercutelittle

mouthasshesuckedtheolive,imaginingthat

asifshewassuckingmyballs.Shewassucha

temptationformetostayhereanylonger.

Me:Yourplaceormine?

Siba:Yours

Ipaidfordrinksthenweheadoutwithher

followingbehindme.wegottomycarand

openedthedoorthengotinside.

Siba:You'renotevenagentleman.

Sherolledhereyes..

Me:andiyondodayakhosisi,expectthatfrom

someoneyoudating.

Shelookedoutthewindowandmumbled'jerk'



underherbreath.Ichuckledthenstartedthecar

thendrovetomyplace..

Thedrivetomyplacewasquiet,shewasn't

talkingnorkeepingherselfbusy.shewasjust

quietandstarringoutthewindow.AndIdidn't

eventriedtomakeaconversationbecauseI

hadnothingtosaytohereitherthantofuckher

that'sall.

Wepulledupatmyestateasthegates

automaticallyopenedandIdroveinside.I

parkedmycarthenwebothgotout.

Siba:Wow

Shelookedaroundtheestatequiteimpressed

withthehouse.

Siba:Yourhouseisbeautiful.

Me:Youdidn'tcomeheretocomplimentthe

houseright?nowcomeon



Iwalkedtowardsthedoor..

Siba:You'resouptight,youneedtoletlose.

Iignoredherandheadinsidethehouse.

••••

ZIYANDA.

Me:howaboutthisone?

Nathi:it'sgood

Me:Andthisone?

Nathi:Nice

Iturnedmyheadtolookathim,he'sbusy

saying"it'sgood"and"it'snice"butheisn't

evenlooking!hejustfocusedonhislaptop



typing.

Me:Siphenathi!

Nathi:What?

Me:ShouldIleave?

hestoppedtypingandlookedatme..

Nathi:haybowhy?

Me:Nathi,I'm heretoseeyoubutwenayou're

doingwhateveronthatlaptoplikeI'm nothere.

You'renotevenpayingattentiontome!

heplacedthelaptoponthetableandturnedhis

bodytofacemyway.

Nathi:I'm sorrybaby,it'sjust-

Me:Idon'twanttohearitndiyahamba.(I'm

leaving)

Istoodupashestooduptoo..

Nathi:babycomeon,I'm sorrysthandwasam

Me:WhydidyoucallmehereSiphenathiifyou



goingtoignoreme?

Nathi:Jongababyman,I'm workingonfinding

somevaluableinformationaboutsomeonebut

I'llstopandfocusonyou.

Me:valuableinformationaboutwho?

Nathi:Notimportant,let'sjustrelaxandwatch

themoviesokay?

Me:sharp

Nathi:Don'tbemadmamas,ndakthandauyeva?

(Iloveyou)

Ismiled..

Me:Iloveyoutoo

Nathi:therewego

hekissedmylipsthenmademesitonhislap

thenwewatchedthemovie.

••••



SIBAHLE.

Dondidn'twasteanytime,bythetimewe

enteredhisbedroom clotheswerealreadybeing

plantedonthefloor.

IwasonamissionheresoIhadtodomybest,I

woreoneofmybestblacklaceylingerieIgot

from myfavouriteboutique.atYahluGlam,this

piecewassosexyandfittedmybodywell.As

myownpersonIdidn'tcaremuchabouthow

otherpeoplefindmybodyormyappearance.

butthelookDonhadinhisfacewhenhe

droppedthecoatwaspriceless,it'slikehe

neversawsomethingsobeautifulandsexy.he

lookedatmelikeIwastheonlysexywomanon

Earth.

Iwasontopofhim onthebed,movingupand



downonhislong,blackandthicklength.we

werebothnakedwithourbodiescoatedin

sweat.Ihatedmyselfforenjoyingthesex.I

loathedmyselfbutIcouldn'thelpit.

forChristsakethiswasmyhusband'skiller,but

herewasI.ridinghisdickandenjoyingmyself.

butwhatwasisupposedtodo?themanwas

goodinthesack,thewayhislargemanlyhands

grippedmyasscheeks,thewayhiswarm

tougueswirledaroundmynipple.Itfeltsogood.

Don:Shit..

hewastotallyenjoyinghimselfbecausehe

pickedmeupfrom underneathandpumped

intomefrom under.hispelvicbonehittingmy

sensitiveclithereandthere.

Imoanedloudlyashehittherightspot

repeatedly,herolledmeover,hewastheoneon

topnow.hecuppedmyfacewithhislarge



handsandkissedmesogoodwhilegivingme

histougue.

Ireallyhatedmyselfforenjoyingthis,for

enjoyinghowthismanhandledme.howhe

touchedandcaressedmybody.hesurelyknew

howtofuckandhowtotreatalady.

.

.

.

.

Thenextmorning,Iwokeupbeforehim.itwas

stilldarkinthebedroom butwiththelittlelight

thatwasprovidedthroughthewindowIcould

seehisphysiquenexttome.hisbeautifulbody

withmuscles.hewasagorgeousmanandhe

knewthatbutunfortunatelyhewasabastard.



Islippedoffthebedcarefullynottowakehim

up,Ilookedformycoatonthefloorandworeit

asIwasnakedunderneathit.Iputonmyheels

thencarefullytiptoedtothedoor.

hestirredalittleonthebedandwentbackto

sleep.Ilookedathim onemoretimeandhead

out.

tobecontinued..

SIBAHLE:hisheartinahumanform.

CHAPTER07.
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SIBAHLE.

Iwaslayingonmystomachonthebedcrying,I

wasstarringatmyweddingringfeelingso



guiltyofwhatIhavedone.ItjustfeelslikeI've

betrayedSiyabulela.LikeI'vesleptwithhis

enemyandenjoyedthesexmorethatever,I

hateSimaandSakhiformakingmedothis.Yes,

Iwanttogivemyhusbandjustice.tofightthose

whokilledhim butIhaveputmylifeinafiring

linehere.IfDoneverfindsoutthatIhavean

agendait'soverforme.hewouldkillmeina

splitofasecondwithoutthinkingtwice.

It'sbeenanhoursinceIgotback,Ihaven'teven

showered.Ijustgotbackandcried.I'm still

reekingsex,sweatmixedwithDon'scologne.

makingmethinkofwhathappenedyesterday.I

tookSiya'sphotoframeonthepedestaland

staredatit,withthefeelingofguiltbrewingin

mychest.

Me:I'm sorrybaby,I'm sureyoumustbeangry

ordisappointedinmebutIhadnochoice.Ihad

todothisforyouandmydad..I'vealreadylost



yousoIcan'tlosemydadtoo.he'sallIhavein

thisworld.Pleaseforgivemebaby.Iloveyouso

much.

Iputthephotobacktothepedestalthenhead

tothebathroom totakeashower,Iwantthe

smellofthismanoutofme.Itjustmakesme

loathemyselfevenmorethanever,Ijusthope

I'llneverseehim againbutthenthat's

impossible.

AfterIwasdonegettingreadyforwork,I

receivedacallfrom ZiyaasIwaspreparing

breakfast.Iwipedmyhandswithadish-cloth

thenanswered.

Me:hello

Ziya:heybabes..howareyoudoing?

Me:I'm fine,you?



Ziya:Good,Iwasjustcheckingyouupsinceyou

didn'tgivemeanyfeedbackaboutmeetingthe

dude.

Me:Nothingreallyhappened.

Ziya:really?Darlingyoucan'tfoolmebecauseI

knowyouokay?Andrightnowyou'rehiding

somethingbutifyoudon'twanttotellmeit's

okay.

Me:Ziya-

shehungup..

Me:dammit!

Ididn'thaveanyappetitesoIjustpackedthe

foodintomylunchboxthenpackedmythings

andgotreadytogo.Igrabbedmyphoneand

carkeysandheadout.

WhenIarrivedatwork,theclientIwas

supposedtohaveameetingwithwasalready



heresoIhadnotimetositdown,Ijustwentto

putmybagsinmyofficeandgrabbedmy

importantdocumentsthenheadtothe

boardroom.

••••

LWETHU.

IheardNathitalkingandtalkingbutIdidn'teven

hearawordhewassaying,mymindwasn'tin

thismeetingwehad.Itwasfarawayfrom here.

IwasthinkingaboutsomeoneIdidn'twantto

thinkabout.

SibahleConway.

WhenIwokeupthismorningshewaslong

gone,AftertheamazingnightwehadtogetherI

thoughtIwouldwakewithhernexttomebut



nothing.Iwasusedtogirlswhostickaround

afteraone-nightstandwantingtoknowwhat

wouldhappenbetweenus.whatournight

meantbutSibawasn'toneofthosegirls.she

reallyprovedthatshewasthereforsexnothing

much.thisiswhatIwantedtomostwomenI

hadaone-nightstandwith,tohavesexand

leaveinthemorningnoquestionsaskedand

moveonwithourlivesbutsomehowIdidn'tlike

howSibahleleft.Apartofmehopethatshe

mightstayandyouknow..butIguess.

Nathi:Lwethu!

Myheadsnappedinhisdirection..

Me:what?

Nathi:Where'syourmindbawo?I'vebeen

talkingandyouain'tlisteningwhat'up?

Me:Nothing



hestaredatmeforsometimeandshookhis

head..

Me:What?

Nathi:Nothing,wehavedeliveryofthefirearms

todayandyouhavetobethere.

Me:Ican't,Ihaveacookingsessiontodayfor

thecookingshow.

Nathi:That'snotmyproblem,youbetterbeon

thatmeetingontimeyouhearme?

Me:I'llseewhatIcando.

Nathi:Good

Hewalkedout..

Ipouredaglassofscotchanddowneditonone

go,IhadsomeshittodobutIcouldn'tfocus.

butatsomepointIhavetopushherattheback

ofmindandfocus.Sibameansnothing.She's

justagoodfuckIhadyesterdaynothingmore,



nothingless.

Getagrip,Thandolwethu.

.

.

.

.

ThecookingsessionstooklongerthanI

anticipatedsoIdidn'tmakeittothewarehouse

forthedelivery,I'm sureNathiwouldbelivid

withmebutmycareercomesfirst.Idon'tonly

runthetyrants,Ihaveanumberofrestaurants

alloversoIhadlotonmyplate.soNathi's

angerwouldn'tcutit.hejustneedtochillat

times.

soIdrovehomestraight,Ijustwantedaplate

ofhomecookedmeal,aglassofscotchandmy

bednothingmore.Thesecurityopenedthe



gatesastheysawmycarapproachingthe

premises.Idroveinsidetheparkedmycaron

theroundabout,Igotoutthecarandwalked

towardsthedoor.Maria(thehousekeeper)

openedthedoorformewithasmileonherface.

Mariaisinhermid-fifties,she'dbeenworking

formefor5yearsnowandI'm always

impressedwithherwork.

Maria:GoodafternoonSir,dinnerwillbeready

in20minutes.Canyougetyousomethingto

drinkinthemeanwhile?

Me:No..I'm fineMaria,I'llwaitfordinner.

Maria:Okay

Sheboweddownalittlethenwalkedoutof

sight.Iwalkedupthestairstomybedroom.

Ithrewmybagattheone-seatercouchatthe



cornerthenstrippedoffmyclothesandwalked

overtothelaundrybaskettoputthem inside

butsomethingcaughtmyeyes,theblacklacey

thingcaughtmyeyes.

It'sSiba'slingerie.

I'm suresheleftitbehindonpurpose.Ipickedit

upandsmelledit,itsmelledofherperfumeand

herarousal,causingmymindtorunwildof

imagesofwhathappenedyesterday.

Theimagesofshekissedme,howhersmall

femininehandsroamedaroundmybody.how

shewentupanddownonmylength,smearing

herarousalallovermydick.

JesusChrist..

Thosethoughtsweretoohotformetokeepon

thinkingaboutthem,butitwastoolatebecause

Ialreadyhadaerection.



••••

NATHI.

ThisthingbetweenSibaandLwethudoesn't

makemerest,Idon'tbelievethatitwasa

coincidence.AsalwaysIneverdoubtedmy

instincts,itisalwaysrightandthisSibahle

womandoesn'tgivemypeace.

LwethuandI,workedsohardtoput"the

tyrants"wherethey'retoday,I'lltotallyeliminate

whoevercomestodestroythatandifthis

womancametodestroyusorsomethinglike

that,Shewillhavetodie.Iwon'tletanyone

destroyourhardworkbutI'lldigsomelittle

informationfirstbecauseIdon'treallytrusther.

Andtomakemattersworse,She'sSiyabulela

Ziqubu'swife.thatbastarddouble-crossedus

buthemethismakerattheend,soifhiswifeis



doingthesame.shewillmeethermakertoo.

Noquestionsasked!

tobecontinued..

SIBAHLE:hisheartinahumanform.

CHAPTER08.
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SIBAHLE.

Thefollowingmorning,IwenttomyGynaatthe

hospitalsothatshecouldputmeonabirth

control.Ididn'twanttofallpregnantwhileI'm

onamission,anunplannedbabyatthatwitha

manIdidn'tevenlove.AfterthatIwenttoLa

ParadatomeetupwithZiya.Afterthat

dramatictantrum shegavemethismorningI

apologizedtoherandpromisedthatI'lltellher



everythingthathappenedwhenwemeetup

againsoyeah.

IwassogratefulthatSimahasn'tcalledto

remindmethatI'm onamission,he'ssucha

nuisance.Aweekwillendandhewilldemanda

feedbackthatIdon'thavebecauseitseemed

likeit'shardtocrackthatsonabitch.weslept

togetherandImadesurethatheenjoyeditbut

hehasn'tcalledyet.Iguessmaybehewill

beforetheweekends,becauseIdidn'twantto

hearSima'sthreatsaboutmyfather.

IpulledattheparkinglotofLaParadaandgot

outmycar.Ziyawasalreadyherebecauseshe

wasworkingclosebyhere.Ilockedthecarthen

headinside.Ididn'tevenneedtolookaround

forherbecauseshewasseatedcloselybythe

entrancewithaglassofConwayvineyardsin

herhand.Iwalkedtowardshertable.



Me:heyfriend.

Shestoodupandhuggedmethenkissedmy

cheek..

She'ssuchahuggerthisone.

Ziya:heybabes..Youlookgood.

Me:thanks,youlookgorgeoustoo.

Ipulledachairthentookseat..

Ziya:I'vealreadyorderedaglassofwineforyou,

I'm sureit'scoming.

Me:thanks.

Ziya:so..I'm stillamazedthatyou'restillalive

andkickingwhileyou'redangerouspeoplelike

this.

Me:I'm stillalittlebitcareful.

Ziya:thisisdangerouskodwaSiba,you'llget

yourselfkilledyazi.

Isigned..



Me:Iknowbutthere'snothingIcando.

Awaitresscamewithmywineandatrayof

fingerfoodstosnackon.wethankedherand

shewalkedaway.

Ziya:Can'tyoudosomethingelsemaybe?

Me:Likewhat?

Ziya:Tellthismanwhatyou'reforcedtodo,

maybehemighthelpyou.

Me:what?UphambeneZiyanda?Simawill

totallykillmydadandIcan'tletthathappen!

Ziya:Whoa..therewasnoneedtobitemyhead

off.Iwasjusttryingtohelpyouthat'sall.

Me:wellIdon'tneedyourhelp.

Ziya:Wow

Isighed..



Me:I'm sorry..

Ziya:it'sokay,whoarethesepeoplenakhona?

Me:it'ssomedangerousgang,theycall

themselves"Thetyrants",theowneris

Thandolwethumakhubalo.

Ziyaspatoutthewinethatwasinhermouth

andcoughedholdingherthroat..

Me:Areyouokay?

Ziya:Yeah..Yeah.wait,didyousay

Thandolwethumakhubalo?

Me:Yes

Ziya:thixowam (Jesus)

Me:What?Youknowthem?

Ziya:Idon'tknowthem!Ionlyknow

Thandolwethu.that'sNathi'sbrother.



Myeyeswiden..

Me:Nathi,asinyourman?

Ziya:Yes!

Me:ohmyword..doyouthink?

Ziya:definitely!

Ifthat'sthecase,thatmeantDonknowswhoI

am.heknowsthatI'm Siyabulela'swife,butwhy

hehasn'tsaidanything?ishealsoplayingthis

gameIwasplaying?Iwasindeepshit,totallyin

deepshit.

Me:Promisemethatyouwon'tmentionthisto

Nathi.

Ziyadidn'thearawordIsaid,shewasdeepin

thought..lookedlikeshewasshockedthather



manisinvolvedinillegalanddangerousshit.

Me:Ziyanda!

Shesnappedoutifit..

Ziya:What?

Me:Youwon'ttellorconfrontNathiaboutthis!

Ziya:but-

Ilookedather..

Ziya:Fine!

Me:GivemeyourwordZiya

Ziya:Ipromise,youhavemyword.

Me:Thankyou

Ziya:yeahsurebutIgottago.

Shestoodupandwalkedaway..

Me:wait-

Shewasalreadygone..

Me:Shit.



••••

ZIYANDA.

Icouldn'tbelievethatNathiwasinvolvedin

illegalactivities.Yes,Isuspectedattimeswhen

theywascallsthatweretakenprivatelybutI

neverputittomindbutnowitwashereinfront

ofmyeyes.Iwantedtoconfronthim sobadly

butIcouldn'tdothat,Sibawasinvolvedinthis.I

couldn'tputherlifeindangerlikethat.

Iwasindenial,Icouldn'tbelieveit.Imeanthese

peopleareeducatedandhavecareers,lotof

moneybutwhywouldtheyresorttodoing

somethingillegalandtheykillpeopleatthat!

Siyabulelawaskilledbythem,becauseofwhat?



Wedon'tknow.IfeltlikeIdidn'tknowwhomy

manwas,likeIdidn'tknowwhoNathiwas.I

thoughtIknewhim butIdidn't.

WhenIranouttherestaurant,Irushedtohis

place..Iwantedsobadtoconfronthim butI

keptonthinkingaboutSibahle.herfatherand

herlifewasonalinehere.Shewasona

mission,andifNathifindoutthatIknewabout

Siba'splan.Idon'tknowwhatwouldhappen.

Siphenathihasatemper,hebecomesangrytoo

fast,andhecanruthlesswhenhewants..Ifeel

sorryforSiba.IfNathifindsoutwhatshe'sup

to?It'soverforherandIwon'tbeableto

protectherbecauseNathidoesn'tlistento

anyonewhenhe'sangryexcepthisbrotheror

hismother.soIwon'tthatSibawillbecareful

withthisandmakesureitworked.



••••

SIBAHLE.

Iwassorestlessthewholeday,Iwassoscared

thatZiyandamightbetooangryandwantto

confrontNathiaboutwhatItoldherandIget

busted.butatthesametimeItrustZiya,I'm

sureshewon'tthrowmeunderthebusno

matterhowfuriousshegets.Shewasgoingto

thinkaboutwhatwillhappentomeifshe

decidedtoconfrontNathi.

I'veheardalotofstoriesabouthowdangerous,

howcoldandruthlessMakhubalobrothersare.

theyinheritedthatfrom theirlatefatherwho

wastheownerof"thetyrants",longtimeago

beforehewaskilled.soimaginewhatwould

happentomeifDonfindsoutthatIhadan

agenda.anagendatogethim killed,butIhope



thathewillunderstandthatIdidn'thavea

choiceonthematter.Mydad'slifewasonthe

line.Siya'sbrotherswerethreateningme.

AtworkIcouldn'tfocusatall,butImanagedto

getsomeworkdoneandwenthomearound

6pm.IjustwantedaglassofwinesothatI

couldthinkstraightwhatwasigoingtodonext.

Iarrivedathomeandparkedmycaronthe

garagesinceIwasn'tgoinganywhereanymore.

soIheadinsidethehouse.Ilockedthedoor

andturnedthelightson,thenthrewmybagon

thecouchandtookoffheels.

Igrabbedthebagandheelsandheadupstairs

tomybedroom.Istrippedoffmyclothesand

headfortheshower,aftershoweringIdidn't

wearanythingeitherthananunderwearanda

shirt..Iwentdownstairsbarefootedwithabook



onhand.

IwassolazytocooksoIorderedpizzathat

arrived15minuteslater.Iwenttositdownon

thelivingwithmypizza,aglassofwinethena

booktoread.

Livingalonecanbelonelyattimes,butwhenI

havemywineandagoodbookonhandI'm

sorted.

Iwasonthefivepageofthebookwhenmy

phonerang,it'sZak,thesecurity.

Me:Zak

Zak:Ma'am,there'samanonthegateandlotof

bodyguards.he'sdemandingtogetin,shouldI

sendhim in?

Isighed..

Me:Letthem inZak



Zak:Alright

Ihungup..

WhatthefuckisDondoinghere?

Igotupthecouchandmademywaytothe

door,Themanwassoarroganthedidn'teven

knock.hejustburgedin.

Me:WhatthefuckLwethu,didn'tyourMama

taughtyouhowtofuckingknock?

Don:shedid,butIdon'tfollowrules.

Me:kukwam apha,youwillfolloweveryruleI

putokay?

Hedidn'tanswerme,hiseyesweresofocused

onmybarethighs.

Don:fuck!



tobecontinued..

SIBAHLE:hisheartinahumanform.

CHAPTER09.
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LWETHU(DON)

Ididn'tknowwhyIwasdoingthereinthefirst

place,IhadshittodoatmyplacebutherewasI.

InSiba'sdoorstep.Ididn'tknowwhatwas

goingonbutIcouldn'tstayawayfrom her,the

memoriesofthatmightwespenttogetherwere

stillfreshonmymind.Iwasreplayingthem

everysecond.beforeIcouldevenregisterthat

wasgoingonIwasalreadyinmycaronmyway

here.

Shewasn'texpectingmetobehereatthat



moment,shewasinherrelaxinghourwitha

bookonherhand.shelookedsosexyinthat

shirtthatbarelycoveredherbeautifullegs

tonedlegs.Icouldn'thelpbutstare.thiswas

womanwassexonlegs,shewassobeautiful

withouttrying.Shewasbeautifulevenwhenshe

wasgettingreadyforbed..Makeupwasn'ton

herface.justhernaturallook;herweavetied

intoabunthenadoekwrappedaround.Siya

wasaluckybastard.

IwassoexcitedtoseeherAfterIcouldn'tsleep

yesterdaythinkingofherbutshewasn't

pleasedtoseeme,shewasmoreannoyed.

somewomenwouldtotallydowhateverittakes

tomakesurethatI'm ontheirdoorsteptosee

them butnother..

butthen,therewasnowomanlikeSibahle

Conway.



Siba:Whatdoyouwant?

Me:You

Sherolledhereyesatme..

Siba:Ofcourse

Sheturnedaroundandwenttositdownonthe

couch.Ifollowedbehindherandsatopposite

her.

Siba:CanIgetyousomethingtodrinkoreat?

Me:aglassofscotch.

Siba:Idon'thavethat,wine?

Me:it'sfine

Sheplacedthebookdownandwenttotakea

glasssothatshecouldapourwineforme.She

handedtheglassovertomethenIthankedher.

Wedrankthewineinsilence,whileshe

continuedtoreadherbookwhiletakingabites



ofherpizza.shecarriedonwithwhatshewas

doinglikeI'm nothere.sinceIwasn'tmuchofa

talkerIdidn'tmindthesilence.

Iplacedtheglassonthearmrestoftheleather

couchandlookedaroundthehouse.Shehada

beautifulhomenolies,andshehadataste.the

housewascleanandsmellinggood.Ididn't

knowifshewascleaningitherselfbecauseI

didn'tseeanyhousekeeperhere.

Siba:Okay

Shesatuprightandplacedthebookonthe

tablethenstaredatmeintheeye.

Siba:I'm sureyouwerenotherebecauseyou're

bored,Youwantedsomething.Whatisit?

Itookasiponthewinebeforetalking..

Me:YouknowexactlywhatIwant.

Shestaredatmeforawhilewiththoseclear



whiteeyes..

Shewasdamnbeautiful..

Shegotupfrom herseatandwalkedtowards

methenstraddledmylap,herlegsdanglingon

thesides.herarmswrappedaroundmyneck..

shesmelledsogood.Iwrappedmyarms

aroundhersmallwaistthenlookedather.

Siba:Thisisthelasttimewe'redoingthis,

alright?

Me:We'llseeaboutthat.

Igrabbedthebackofherheadandbroughther

faceclosertomine,ourforeheadslinked

againsteachotherandlipstouching..

Me:I'llhaveyouwheneverIwant,andthere's

nothingthatwillstopme.

Shedidn'thaveacomebackonthatsoI

smashedmylipsagainsthersandkissedher



hard,shekissedmebackwiththesameenergy

givingmehertougue.Sibahlewasagood

kisser.Shsknewhowtokissaman.

Wekissedforawhile,withmybighands

grabbingherasscheeksundertheshirtshe

wore.shewasalreadybreathingheavily,the

humiditybetweenuswasgettinghot.myveins

werepumpingwitharousal.

Sibagrabbedthehem ofmyhoodieandpulled

itovermyheadalongwithmyt-shirt.Iwasleft

shirtless,shestoppedkissingmeandstaredat

mybody..hereyesheavywithLustanddesire.

shelookedatmelikeshewantedtodevourme

inthatmoment.I'vealwaysmadewomenfeel

sexybutnowomanhadevermademefeelsexy

likethat,thelookSibahadinherfaceasshe

staredatmybodywassatifying.Iwantedto

takeherrightthere.



hersmallsofthandsroamedaroundmybody,

touchingmymusclesandtattooesasshe

kissedme.

Siba:Let'sgotothebedroom.

Shebreathedonmyfaceasshekissedme,she

wantedme.Shewashornyandwetforme.I

couldfeelthewetnessofherarousalonmy

jeans.IgotupthechairwithherinmyarmsasI

walkedtothestaircase.

Siba:We'regoingtotripandfall.

Me:Wewon't.

Iwalkeddownthehallwaywithheronmyarms

asIlookedforherbedroom.

Siba:Thirddooronyourright.

Ifoundherbedroom andsteppedinsidethen

closedthedoorbehindme.Ithrewheronthe

bedandgotontopofher,shetookoffhershirt



andleftonlyinherunderwear.

Fuck.

Shewassexyashell.

Igrabbedherlegthenpulledherattheedgeof

thebedandkissedheragain.myhands

roamingaroundhersoftskin.Igotbetweenher

legsandgrabbedherthongpullingitdown

revealingherbeautifulsmallpussythatwas

glitheningfrom herarousal.

Me:You'rewetformebaby?

Shenoddedbreathingheavily,shewassohorny

formeevenhercheekwereflushedwithatint

ofred.shewasweakundermytouch.she

wasn'tthatfiestywomanIsawattheclubwho

saidwhatevercameintohermindfirst.She

wasn'tansuccessfulbusinesswoman,a

millionaire.shewasmywoman.



Iunbuttonedmyjeansandpulledthem down

alongwithmybriefs,hereyesfellonmydick

andtookadeepbreathlikeitwasthefirsttime

seeingadick.

Me:Likewhatyousee?

Sheproppedherselfonthepillowthenleaned

overtomydickandkissedtheheadlikeitwas

somesortofagreeting.

Jesus,whothefuckwasthiswoman?

Shegrippedthebackofmythighsthentrailed

kissesonmydick,from headtothebase.itfelt

sonicetohavethosesoftwarm lipsagainstmy

cock.shelickedthedroolthatcameoutonthe

headthenwidenhermouthtotakeme.

Shit.

Iwantedheronthebedandfuckedherbrains

out.butthiswasalsogood.verygoodthanall

theheadsIeverreceived.shesuckedmydick

likeitwasSomethingnice,somethingso



eatable.sheenjoyedsuckingmydickasshe

moanedthereandthere.myhandhadatight

griponherhairasIhelpedhermoveonapaceI

wanted.

Itwassuchasighttoseethiswomansucking

meoff,andontopofthatsheasenjoyingit.

shesuckedmydicklikepro.Iwasenjoyingthis

sodamnmuch,myballstightenasIfeltmyself

likeIwasabouttoclimax.

Me:Layonyourback.

Shelookedatupatmethroughherlashes.She

wassogorgeousspeciallywithmydickinside

hersmallmouth.shesuckedmydickonemore

timethenwipedhermouthwiththebackofher

handthenlayonthebedwithherlegswide

open.

Igrabbedmydickthatwascoatedinsaliva,I

gotbetweenherlegsandleaneddowntokiss



me.Tastingmyselfonhermouth..Ibrushedmy

dickagainstherslicknessonherpussycoating

theheadofmydickwiththearousal.she

cuppedherfaceasshemoaned.

Siba:Fuckme(whispering)

ItwastheonlytimeIobeyedacommandfrom

awoman.ItwassuchasexycommandthatI

didn'thaveasingleproblem inobeying.

Me:Withpleasuresweetheart.

Iwasabouttoshovemycockinsideherwhen

shestoppedme.

Siba:Wait..

Disappointmentranthroughmybody,Ithought

shewasgoingtostopafterrealizingthatthis

wasabadideabutshehadotherthoughts.

Shereachedoverthedrawerofherpedestal

andtookoutacondom.thereweresomany

condomsinthere,abouttwentyIthinkwith



somebirthcontrolpillsandjewellery.

Shehadmencomingoverhere,that'swhyshe

hassomanycondoms.Iwasoneofthelucky

bastardsthathadachancetofuckthisQueen.

Sheunwrappedthecondom thenpulleditdown

mycockthenwrappedherlegsaroundmy

waistpullingmeclosertoherbody.

Siba:Nowdoyourjob!

Ididn'tknowwhatwasmoresexybetween,that

sheknowshowtoputonacondom withouta

hassleofthefactthatshewasn'tafraidtotell

mewhatshewanted.

IleanedovertokissherasIshovedmycock

deepinsidehertightnessandwarmthofher

smallpussy.hernailsdiggedthroughmyflesh

asshefeltmeinsideher.

Siba:Fuck!



Slowly,ImoveduntilIwasballsdeep.mybags

hittingagainstherass.

Me:howbaddoyouwantitbaby?

Siba:sobad..

Imovedinaslowpacetoamuchfasteroneas

shemoanedinmyface.herwarm breathe

hittingmyface.herpussywasgettingmore

nice,nicerthanthelasttimeIhadher.

••••

ZIYANDA.(ZIYA)

IwasstillangryatNathisoIdidn'tsleepoverat

hishouse,Ievenignoredhiscallsandmade

him drovearound11pm inthenighttomy

apartment.Iwasn'tsokeensoseeinghis

handsomefacebecauseIknewIwasgoingto



bustbutItriedmylevelbesttocalm down.I

thoughtaboutSiba,Icouldaffordtogether

killed.

Nathiparkedhiscaratthegate,itwasinthe

middleofthenightsotheywerenoothercars

inthestreets.soIgotoutthehouseandranto

hiscarthengotinside.hewaswearingallblack,

andhadhishoodiecapon.

Nathi:Kwenzekantonngawebaby?(What's

goingonwithyou?)

Ifoldedmyarmsagainstmychest..

Me:About?

Nathi:Don'tplaydumbwithmeZiyanda,

YesterdaybesirightbuttodayIdon'tknow.Why

areyouignoringmycalls?didIdosomething

wrongthatIdon'tknowabout?IfIdid,ndixelele



babysothatIcanfixit.

Me:UligintsaSiphenathi?(Areyouagangster?)

Nathi:Uyithathaphilentouyithethayo?(Where

youdidhearthat)

Me:don'taskmebullshitNathi,phendula

umbuzo!(Answerthequestion)

Nathi:Yes

Me:whydidn'tyoutellme?

Nathi:Forwhat?

Me:Excuseme?

Nathi:Ziya,We'reinlove.siyadyolaneh?butmy

sidebusinessgotnothingtodowithyou.

whetherItoldyouornotitwasn'tgoingto

changeanything.

Me:Whatif-

Nathi:Nothingisgoingtohappentoyou.

Me:Youcan'tpromisemethat



Nathi:Ican

••••

SIBAHLE.(SIBA)

WhenIwokeupthefollowingmorning,thesun

wasalreadyupandtheblindswereopenbut

Donwasn'tnexttome.

Flashbacksofyesterdaycamefloodinginmy

mind.ItwasthebestsexIneverhad.theman

surelyknewhiswayaroundthebedroom.Even

thepainbetweenmylegsagreedwithme.

Igotoffthebedandgrabbedhist-shirtonthe

floorandpulleditovermyheadthenmademy

waydownstairs.

ThesmellofpancakeshitmynoiseasIwas

stilldecendingfrom thestairs,thesmellwas



comingfrom thekitchen.Ialmostforgotthat

Donisawellknowcelebritychefandhesure

knewhiswayaroundthekitchen.Iwalkedinto

thekitchenandleanedagainsttheentranceand

watchedhim,hewasstandingoverthestove

fryingsomethingonthepanwhilehe'swearing

hisjeans,nothingontopandbarefooted.he

hadabeautifulbodyandskinthatisdripping

melanin.heevenhadtattooesonhisarmsand

chest.

Hewasabeautifulman.

Don:Goodmorning,baby.

Me:Morning

Ineverlikedbeingcalled"baby",buttheway

Donsaysitwithhisdeepbaritonevoice.does

somethinginmybody.



Me:what'sforbreakfast?

Don:takeaseat,foodwillreadyinaminute.

Me:Yes,ChefLwethu.

hechuckled..

IflinchedinpainwhenIsatdownonthechair,I

completelyforgottenaboutthepainbetween

mylegs.

Donlookedatmeandsmirked..

Don:Pain?

Inodded..

heleftthepotandwalkedovertothefridge

thentookoutapackedoficeblocks.

Me:Whatareyougoingtodowiththat?

Don:getonthecounterandspreadyourlegs

Me:What?

Don:DowhatIsay,Sibahle.



Me:Fine

Igotontopofthecounterandspreadmylegs,

thatfeltkindaweirdanduncomfortablebeing

thisexposedinfrontofhim.

heputtheiceblocksintohismouththenleaned

downtomycoochiethenrantheicearoundthe

coochiesendingashiverofpleasuredownmy

spine..Imoanedinthatinstant.

Don:doesthatfeelgood?

Me:Y-Yes..

tobecontinued..

SIBAHLE:hisheartinahumanform.
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LWETHU.(DON)



IleftSiba'shousearound10am inthemorning,

afterweweredonewithbreakfast.Ididn'tknow

whybutIwasenjoyingthatwoman'scompany.

beingaroundherwassonice,eventhoughwe

didn'ttalkmuchbutherpresencewasenough

forme.Itwassuchaweirdthingformeto

enjoyawoman'scompanybecauseIusuallyget

boredwithwomenthemomentwe'redonewith

fuckingbutwithSiba..Ididn'tknow.

SinceIdidn'tcomewithmycar,Icalled

Zakes(mydriver)tocomeandgetme.he

arrived10minuteslaterthanwedrovetomy

house.

Myphoneranginmypocket,Itookitoutand

answered.

Me:Yes?

Nathi:thisisoneofthedaysIwon'tsay



anythingjustpunchyouontheFace.wherethe

fuckareyouLwethu?

Me:I'm onmywayback.

Nathi:Ididn'taskthatasshole!

Me:Youdon'tneedtoknowwhereIam,Itold

youI'm onmywaybackokay?Justchill.

hechuckled..

Nathi:Whenyoudon'twanttotellmebauphi,

youknowit'saplaceyou'renotsupposedtobe

at.Areyouwiththatbitch?

Nathiwasmybigbrother,myfriendbutI

couldn'tlethim speakaboutSibalikethat.

Me:don'tcallherthat!

helaughed..

Nathi:Ohwow.congratulationsbrother,she

finallywonyourover.



Me:Whatthefuckareyoutalkingabout

Siphenathi?Youknowwhat?Don'tanswerthat

I'm onmyway.

Nathi:Youbetterbeherein3minutes.

hehungup..

Me:Asshole!

Wearrivedatmyhouse,Iheadinsideandwent

straighttomybedroom andtookashower.

afterIwasdonebathinganddressedup.Iwent

tomystudytogetmygunandsomeother

importantstuffthenheaddownstairsagainso

thatZakescouldtakemetothewarehouse

beforeNathiblewupmyphone,hehadnochill

attimes.

••••



ZIYANDA.(ZIYA)

NathiandI,werecoolnowsincewetalked

thingsthroughyesterday.Imadesurethat

whateverIsayIdon'tmentionSibahlebecause

hellwouldbreaklose.hewassopersistentin

wantingtoknowwhereIgottheinformation

from,whotoldmethathe'sacriminalandwhat

notbutIcouldn'ttellhim.hewillhavetoforgive

me.

IwasatConwayvineyardscompanywithSiba,

shecalledmeoversothatwecouldeatlunch

togetherinheroffice.foodcookedbytheone

andonlychefLwethu.Isweartoyou,shehad

him bytheballsbutshedoesn'tknowityet.

Siba:soIhaveaplantocheckifmymissionis

asuccessfulornot.



Me:howareyougoingtodothat?

Siba:I'm goingtoneedyourhelpwiththat.

Me:Okay,let'shear.

Siba:Okayso..You'regoingtoorganizeadate

forme.

Me:What?

Siba:Whoa..listenZiyanda.

Me:Okayfine..

Siba:AsIsaid,You'regoingtoorganizemea

datefortonightinoneofLwethu'srestaurants.

mnaI'llpostonmyWhatsAppstatusthatI'm

goingonadatesothatIcanseehowhewill

react.

Me:Okay,ifhedoesn'treactkengoku?

Siba:Idon'tknowbutit'sworthatryright?

Me:ofcourse.

Siba:soyou'llhelpme?



Me:definitely!Ievenhavesomeoneinmind

rightnow.

Shesmiled..

Siba:Great!IknewIcouldtrustonyou.

Me:Whatever!Ihopethisplanofyoursworks.

Siba:I'm crossingfingerstoo

••••

SIBAHLE.(SIBA)

Ziyaindeedfoundadateforme,itwasoneof

hercolleagues.hisnamewasZipho,27yearsof

ageworkingasbankmanager.hewasgood

lookingshameandverynice.

Wemetupat"theeat",oneofLwethu's

restaurants.Itwasahigh-classrestaurant.very



cosyandnice.ZiphoandIfoundatabletosit

andordered.tosayIwasenjoyingthedateI

wouldbelying.Iwassobored,Ikepton

checkingifLwethuviewedmystatus.Andhe

did,buthetoldhimselfthathedoesn'tcare.

whatwasithinkingagain?thinkinghewas

goingtojumpwhenheheardthatI'm goingon

adate.Iwassodisappointednolie,which

meantthatmyplanwasn'tworking.andSima

wouldwantfeedbackattheendoftheweek

whileIdon'thaveanythingtangibleeitherthan

enjoyingsexwithhim.suchadisappointment.

Zipho:Sibahle!

Me:mh?

Disappointmentwaswrittenalloverhisface,

I'm surehenoticedthatIwasboredoutofmy

mind.

Zipho:Iwasaskingifyou'reenjoyingyourmeal?



Me:Yeah..Yeah,it'snice.

IstirredmypastaalittlesothatIcouldtakea

bite.

Zipho:Ho-

hestoppedtalkingwhenhisphonerang.

Zipho:Excuseme

hestoodupandwalkedlittlefurtherfrom meto

takethecallbutIcouldhearwhathewas

saying.

Zipho:Ziphohere

heansweredthenlistenedtothepersonover

thephone,Iwatchedhisfacialexpressiongoes

from neutraltopanicinasplitofasecondas

helookedaroundtherestaurant.

Twomeninblacksuits,wearingdark



sunglasseswalkedinsidetherestaurantand

wentovertotalktootherpeopleinside.

Minuteslater,peoplewentoutonebyoneuntil

therestaurantwasempty.justthebothofus

andthetwogentlemen.

Ziphogotdonewiththephoneandwalked

towardmeagain.

Me:What'sgoingon?

hecompletelyignoredmeandtookhisjacket

overthechairandhurriedoutwithoutlooking

back.Iwasleftcompletelystunned.Whatwas

goingon?

Itooksomefewnotesfrom mypurseandpaid

thebillthenstoodupsothatIcouldgobecause

thiswastotallyawasteoftime.Iwasaboutto

gowhenIvoiceIwantedtoheartalkedbehind

me.

Don:Sityourassdown.



Me:Youdon'ttellmewhattodo

hechuckledandwenttositonthechairZipho

wasseatedat.

Me:WhatareyoudoingDon?You'veruinedmy

date!

Don:justbegratefulthatIsavedyoufrom that,

youweretotallybored.

Irolledmyeyes..

Me:Whatdidyousaytohim?

Don:itoldhim Iwasyourhusband.

Me:What?

tobecontinued..

SIBAHLE:hisheartinahumanform.

CHAPTER11.

•••••••••••••••••••••••



SIBAHLE.(SIBA)

IwasshockedbywhatLwethusaidtoZipho,

I'm sureZiphothoughtIwasacheateror

something.

Me:Whydidyoudothat?

Heshrugged..

Don:Ijustfeltlikedoingit.

Me:SinceyouruinedmydateImightaswellgo

now.

Don:haybowhy?

Me:Whatdoyoumeanwhy?thepersonIcame

hereisgonesothere'snothingleftforme.

hesighed..

Don:Youwantmetobegyounowsothatyou



canstay?

Me:I'dlovethat.

Don:You'resuchapainintheass.

Me:I'vebeentold.

Don:Okay..Siba,thebeautifulladycanyou

havedinnerwithmefortheevening?

Me:ha.a,that'salamebeginning.Tryagain

Don:What?

Me:Yes,ComeonMister.Youhave5minutes

orI'm gone.

Don:Jesus,Okay.MissSiba,canyoumakeme

thehappiestmanalivebyagreeingtohave

dinnerwithme?

Me:I'dlovetoMrMakhubalo.

hesmiled..

Don:Great!

Igiggled..



Don:Youhaveacutelaughterbutyou're

annoying.

Irolledmyeyes..

hecalledoveroneofhisbodyguardtowarm up

myfoodandalsopreparethesamedishforhim.

theguywalkedtothekitchenthenDonreturned

hisattentiontome.hisbrowneyesstaringinto

me.

Don:You'resobeautiful.

Itriedsohardtoavoidthewarmthfeeling

enteringmychest,hiseyesweresoft,showing

thathiswordsweregenuine.Icouldn'tbe

softenbythisman,hewastheenemy.hekilled

myhusbandandmadeitlookeslikeanaccident.

Icouldn'tforgetwhatbroughtustogether,I

couldn'taffordtolethiswordsgettome.but

howcanInotwhenhewasthisbeautifuland

charmingwithouttrying?Idespisedthisman,

butIdidn'tdespisedhim enoughnottoopen



mylegsforhim andenjoyedwhatwashanging

betweenhislegs.Iloathedmyselfforenjoying

hiscompany.

Icouldn'tlethiscutesmilegettome,his

beautifulwordsgettome.mydad'slifewas

totallylayingonmyhandsandIcouldn'tafford

tojeopardizethat.

Theguycamebackwithoutplatesandplaced

them onthetablewiththecutlery,Ithankedhim

andhewalkedaway.

Me:isitnecessarytohavesomanyguards?

Don:Whenyouhaveenemiesandmanypeople

wantingtokillyouit'snecessary.

MymindimmediatelytrailedtoSimaandSakhi

whowantedhim dead.

Me:Whywouldtheywanttokillyou?

Don:Siba,I'm inadangerouslineofwork.I



madesomeenemiestobewhereIam,ihadto

killandbreaksomeneckstogetwhatIwant.I

killwhoeverstandsonmywayofgettingwhatI

want.

Hiswordswerecoldandsentshiversdownmy

spine,theylackedemotionlikehewassaying

somethingnormal.Itmademethoughtabout

myfateifthismanfindoutwhatIwasthereto

do.washegoingtokillmeorbreakmyneck

too?Jesus.

Me:Wouldyoukillmetoo?

helookeduptomefrom hisplate,hestopped

chewingforfewminutesthenchewagainthen

swallowed.

Don:ifyouevergavemeareasontokillyouI

will,there'snothingIhatemorethatbetrayal.

beingliedto,ifyougavemethosethenI'm



definitelyputbulletbetweenyoureyes..excuse

me.

hegotupandwalkedtowardstherestrooms.

JesusChrist.

Themanwasthedevil,hewastheLuciferwho

hadnomercyhasrumourssaidabouthim.

whenhebustedme,hewilldefinitelykillme.

Ziyadidtellthatthisisasuicidemission,butI

couldn'taffordtobackoutnow.Iwasalready

intodeep.

avibrationofmyphonefrom mypocket

snappedmeoutofmythoughts,Ifisheditout

andviewedthemessagefrom Ziyathenread

through.

"Howdiditgo?"



"I'lltellyoulater"

Iturnedoffofmyphonethenputitbackonmy

pocketandcontinuedtoeatasIwaitedforthis

manwhoexcusedhimselfminutesago.

Doncamebackaminutelaterwithhisphonein

handlikehejustgotoffthephonecall.

Don:I'm sorrytocutourdatebutsomething

importantcameup,canImakeituptoyoulater?

Me:Sure

heleaneddowntomeandgaveaquickkisson

themouththenwalkedout.

•••••

ZIYANDA.(ZIYA)



Me:howdiditgo?didheshowup?

IbombardedSibawithquestionsasshe

steppedinsidemyapartment.Iaskedherto

comeherestraightafterherdate.shsrefused

totellmeoverthephonesoshejustcamehere.

forsomeonewhowassupposedtobehappy

thatherplanwascomingtogethershelooked

sadorscaredIdon'tknow.Icouldn'tmakeour

herfacialexpression.

Me:What'swrongbabes?

Shejustbrokedownandcried,Irushedtoher

andhuggedher.Iwasalreadypanicking

becauseSibadoesn'tusuallycry.

Me:DidLwethuhurtyou?Iknowhowheartless

thatbastardcanbe.

Sheshookherhead..

Me:thenwhatisit?you'reworryingme.



Iledhertothechairandwesatdown,Ilistened

tohercryasIbrushedherbackuntilshe

finishedcryingthenpulledherselftogether.she

lookedbad,hermakeupwassmearedallover

herfaceandherwhiteeyeswereredandpuffy.

Ibroughtherwatersothatshecoulddrink.

Siba:I'm sorryforscaringyou.

Me:It'sokaybabes.

IwasjustgratefulthatNathiwasn'there,he

wenttosomemeetingIdon'tknowof.

Siba:Donsawthestatusandcrashedthedate

withZipho.

Me:that'swhatyouwantedmodright?sowhy

areyoucrying?

Siba:IthinkI'vemadethebiggestofmylifeby



agreeingtothisstupidmission.Yes,Iwanted

myhusbandtogetjusticebutthisonewillget

myselfkilledorgetmyheadsnapped.

Me:NomanSiba,don'ttalklikethat.

Siba:Youshould'veheardthewayDonwas

talkingaboutkillinglikeitwasjokeor

something.hiswordswerecoldandlacked

emotion,hemeanteverywordhesaid.he

spokelikeheknewthatIwasafterhim.

Me:ha.ayou'rebeingparanoidngoku,ifLwethu

knewyourplansyouwouldn'thavemadeithere.

hewould'vesnappedyourheadoffkuladateso

don'tworrybabesyoustillsafe.

Shesighed..

Siba:WhatdidIgetmyselfinto?Me:there'sstill

chancetogetoutright?Youshouldjusttell

Lwethuthetruthmaybehewillhelpyouor

something.

Siba:Idon'tknowZiyanda,aftertodayI'm not



sureifI'lleverbecomfortablearoundthatman.

Ibrushedherback..

Me:I'm sorrylove.

•••

LWETHU.(DON)

Nathiwasatotalnuisancewhenhewanted,he

totallyruinedmydatewithSiba.wewerestill

gettingalongprettywelluntilshestartedwith

herquestionsthatmademealittlesuspicious.

Ineverthreatenedherorsheeversawmekill

anyonebutwhywoulddidsheaskmeifIwould

killher?wherewasthatcomingfrom?Ihadno

reasontokillher,shehasn'tbetrayedorliedto



mesowhywouldIdothat?Iwantedtobrush

thosequestionsoffbutmygutsaidotherwise.

therewasmoretoherquestionsthanwhatshe

leton.Iwantedtostayonthatdateandtryto

investigateherbutNathiwithhisbadtiming,he

calledmeoversincetherewasmeeting.Nathi

foundoutthatsomeonehadbeenstealingfor

ussoIwasgoingtosolvethat.

AfterIbidgoodbyestoSiba,Idrovestraightto

thewarehouse.Nathi,TKandZukowere

alreadytherewaitingforme.

Me:Gents

theysalutedback,Nathihadalreadyhadthe

gunsoutandcleaningthem.

Me:WhoisthisAsshole?

TK:Stefano.



Me:thatpieceofshit!

Nathi:hewasstealingfrom usfor6months

now,welostR200000tohim.

Me:What?howdidImissthat?mostof

merchandisewascheckedbymebeforeitis

delivered.

Nathi:becauseyou'vebeenswimminginpussy

thesedays!thatbitchismakingyouslack.ever

sinceshecameintoyourlifeyoudon'ttakethe

businessseriousThandolwethu.

Me:Don'tblamethisonSiba,Andshe'snota

bitch!

Nathi:Sheis,andthatwillneverchange.

Imovedclosertohim andlookedathim inthe

eye.

Me:ListenhereSiphenathi,Youmaybeabig

brothertomeandmybusinesspartnerbut

whatIdowithmydickhasnothingtodowith



you.Sibaissleepingwithme.I'm theonewho's

fuckingherandthatmeansI'm theonlyone

whohasarighttocallhernamesnooneelse!

talkaboutherlikethat,I'llforgotthatwecome

from thesamewombandputthisbullet

betweenyoureyesyandiva?

Nathi:FuckyouDon!doyouhearme?fuckthis

andfuckyou.

hethrewthegundownandwalkpassedme

bumpingintomyshoulderonpurpose.

Me:dammit!

Ihatedfightingwithmybrother..

tobecontinued..

SIBAHLE:hisheartinahumanform.

CHAPTER12.
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SIBAHLE.(SIBA)

WhenIleftZiya'sapartment,Iwasn'tfeeling

well.Iwasfeelingdownandalsohavea

migraineIjustwantedtobathandsleep.Ididn't

knowwhatIwasgoingtodoafterI'vefoundout

whatkindofamanDonis,whatwashecapable

of.hekilledpeoplewithoutfeelinganyremorse.

hetoldmestraightupinthefacethathe

doesn'tdowellwithbetrayalandbeingliedat,

theexactlythingsIwasdoingtohim.

tosayIwasscaredwouldbean

understatement,Iwasfrightened.terrifiedof

themanbutIcouldn'tlethim seethat.Icouldn't

getmyselfbustedandkilled.Itwasaround9pm

intheeveningwhenIarrivedatmyhouse,Iwas

hungrybutIhadnoappetitetoeat.Iparkedthe



caronthegarage,unlockedthehouseand

steppedinside.Ididn'teventurnedonthelights

Ijustheadstraightupstairstomybedroom.

Arrivingtomybedroom Istrippedoffmy

clothesandwenttosoukmyselfonabubble

bathwithaglassofredwinenexttome.

Thebathwassonice,Ijustneededtostop

thinkingaboutLwethuforaminute.Justtrying

toenjoyowncompanywithouthim invadingmy

mind.

JustasIwasstillinthebathtub,myIheardmy

phoneringinginthebedroom.sinceIwas

insidethewaterIcouldn'tgooutandfetchitso

Iletitrangalone.

Minuteslater,bathwaterwasgettingcoldsoI

hadtocomeout.Isteppedoutthebathtuband

wrappedatowelaroundmybody.Idrainedout

thewaterandcleanedthebathroom.



AfterIwasdonegettingreadyforbed,Isaton

toponthebedwithabookthencheckedmy

phone.DonwastheonewhocalledwhileIwas

atthebathroom.hecalledtwotimesandlefta

messageIvieweditandreadthrough.

"I'llsendmydrivertheretopickyouup,seeyou

whenyougethere."

What?hewascrazyifhethoughtIwasgoingto

sleepoverathishouse.howwasigoingto

sleepnexttothismanthewholeentirenight

withoutgettingscaredofbeingstrangledinthe

middleofthenight?Iwasnotgoingtodothat,

tohellwithhim.

IturnedmyphoneoffandgotUndercoverswith

mybookandstartedtoread.



Imust'vedoozedoffreadingthebookbecauseI

waswokenupbythealarm system undermy

bed.Itwarnsmewhensomeoneisopeningthe

doorwithoutthecodeorthekey,sobythe

beepingofalarm Iknewsomeonewastryingto

breakin.

LuckilyIhadapistolonmypedestaldrawersso

Itookitoutandtiptoedtothestaircase.I

almostshotthepersonstandingbythekitchen

counterbutstoppedmyselfwhenIsawwhoit

was.

DonMakhubalo.

Me:Jesus,Whatthefuckareyoudoinghere?

Andhowdidyougetin?

hewasjuststandingtallinmykitchenwithhis

handsdeepinhissweatpantspockets.he

lookingstraightonthestaircaselikeheknewI

wouldshowup.helookedunfazedbythegunin



myhandashestaredatmewithahardened

face.

Don:Izapha,sondela(Comehere,comecloser)

I'vealwaysknewthisfrom theyoungagethat

whenyourboyfriendsaid"Izapha"or"sondela

".Shitwasabouttogodown.soiknewbetter

togoclosertohim.

Me:No

Don:don'tmakemeaskyouagain.

Insteadofstandingmygroundandrefusedthis

man,Ifoundmyselfwalkingdownthestaircase

goingtowardhim ashestoodononeplacejust

starringatmewithhisintensegazethatmade

asortofuncomfortable.

WhenIreachedhim butstoodalittlefarfrom

him.hegrabbedmyarm andyankedmecloser

tohim andwhisperedinmyear.

Don:WhenIorderyoutodosomething,Youdo



itnoquestionsasked.

Me:inobuphambene(Youmustbecrazy)

hechuckled..

Don:I'm sureIam.

Me:ifyouthinkI'm goingtoaskhowhighifyou

askmetojumpyoumustbeoutofyourdamn

mindLwethu.I'm notachild,certainlynotan

objecttobebossedaroundspeciallynotbyyou.

Ifyouwantmetodosomethingyou'llaskme

nicelyandrespectivelynottoordermearound

I'm notyourpuppetoryourgirlfriend!Ifyoufail

todothat,getthefuckout.

Ididn'tknowwhereIgotthegutstosaythisto

him butthosewordsslippedoutofmymouth.

Donneededtobetaughtrespect,howtotreata

lady.hewouldn'tordermearound..I'm nothis

sidechick.AfterI'vetoldhim wheretogetoff,

hedidn'tsayanythingtomeeitherthanstared



atmelikehewantedtobendmeoverthe

counterandfuckedmethenandthere.ina

blinkofaneye,hescoopedmeupandthrew

meoverhisshoulder.Iscreamedatthe

unexpectedact.

Me:Whatthe?

hespankedmyasssohard,Iwassurethatmy

asscheekwasred.

Don:Youhavearunningmouthbutwewillsort

thatoutprettysoon.

hetookthepistoloutofmyhandsandshoved

itonhiswaistthenwalkedtowardsthedoor.

Me:Whereareyougoing?Ican'tgowearing

this?

Iwaswearingmysilksortpyjamaswithsocks.

Don:You'llbewearingpotatorackbutstilllook

beautifulsodon'tworryyou'regorgeousbaby.

hiswordsshouldn'thavesoftenmeupbutthey



did,Itoldyouguysthisguywascharming

withouttrying.

hesteppedoutandlockedthedoor,hiscarwas

parkedoutsidethegatebecausethegatewas

closed.

Me:howdidyougetin?

Don:Ihavemyways.

Ididn'twanttoquestionhis"ways"soIlethim

be.

hewalkedovertohiscarandopenedthe

backseatandputmeinsidethenclosedthe

door.hewenttogetonhissidethenhisdriver

startedthecaranddroveaway.

Thedrivetohishousewasquiet,hiswas

focusedonhisphonedoingwhateverwhileI

staredoutthewindow.wearrivedathisestate



andhisbiggatesopenedasthecarapproached

thepremises,theyweremanymeninBlack

suitsguardingthehousewiththegunsonthem.

Itwasliketheyweregoingonawaror

something.heparkedthecaronthe

roundaboutandwebofhygotoutthecar,he

tookmyhandintohisaswewalkedinsidethe

house.therewasawomanstandingbythedoor

whowelcomedmein.hernamewasMaria.she

wasahousekeeper.

DonaskedMariatopreparefoodforusthenhe

tookmetohisbedroom upstairs.Whenwe

reachedhisbedroom hewasalreadyallover

me.kissingmeandtouchingme,Iwasangryat

him andalsonotinthemoodsoIcouldn'tdoit.

Me:Wait..

hestoppedkissingmeandlookedatme,he

hadahardone.Icouldfeelitthroughhis

sweatpantsashepressedhisbodyagainst

mine.



Me:Ican'tdothis.

hiseyesnarrowedinmyfacelikehecouldn't

understandwhatwasItalkingabout.

Me:I'm notinthemoodforsex,I'm sorry.

hesighed..

Don:isthisaboutearlier?

Me:No

Don:Wow..Okay.

herubbedhisfacewithhishandsthenwalked

intothebathroom tojerkhimselfoffIguess.I

feltbadfordoingthistohim butIguesshewill

learnhislesson.

Isatdownonthekingsizebedandlooked

around,hisbedroom wasnice,manlyand

spacious.itharddarkcolorslikehissoul.there

wasapaintingofabeautifuldarkskinned

womanonthewalljustabovehisbed.itwasa

beautifulpainting,Iwalkedclosertoitand



staredatit.

Don:Youlikeit?

Me:It'sbeautiful..whoisit?

Don:mymother.

Me:She'sbeautifulandgotacutesmile.

Likehis,butIcouldn'tsaythattohim.

Don:Iknow.

hewalkedovertothebedandgotUndercovers,

Ifollowedsuitandgotnexttohim.

Me:tellmeaboutyourfamily?

Don:Whatdoyouwannaknow?

Me:Anything

Don:Iwasraisedbybothparents,butmyfather

diedwhenIwas22.Nathiwas28,mymotheris

suchanamazingwomanwhoraiseduswellto

bemenwearetoday.



Me:Ididn'tknowNathiwasolderthanyou.

Don:Youknowhim?

Inodded..

Me:he'sdatingmybestfriend,Ziyanda.

Don:Oh,Ziya.

Me:Yes..sotellme,outofallcareersinthe

worldwhydidyouchoosebeingaChef?

hesmiled..

Don:I'vealwayslovedtocooksinceIwas

young.WhenIwasyoungIusedtowatchmy

mom everytimewhenshecooksuntilIfell

inlovewithitthenwhenIturned13sheteached

mehowtocookporridge,rice,meatandall

simplethingsfirstthenitmovedtootherthings

untilIwasaprofessionalincooking.thenwhen

IwasinVarsityIhadadream ofhavingmyown

restaurant.Iworkedtowardsthatgoalwithmy

Mom andNathisupportingmeuntilIreachedit



andabove.

Me:that'samazingLwethu,it'simportantnotto

giveuponyourdreams,lookatyounowall

successful.

hechuckled..

Don:samegoesforyou,you'rerunningamulti-

millionairewinecompany.that'sbig.

Me:it'sgobigorgohome.

Don:truethat.

Mariaknockedonthedoor,sayingthatshe

cametogiveusfood.Donstoodupandwalked

towardsthedoorandopened.hecameback

withatraythathadtwoplatesoffood,antwo

emptyglassesandabottleofConway

vineyardswine.ithadalwaysbroughtmepride

toseemyhardworkbeingsoldtoshops,my

wine.ItremindedmehowmuchIhave



succeededinlife.Donhandedmeaplateof

nicelycookedpastaandpouredaglassofwine

formeanddidthesameforhimself.

Me:thankyou

Don:it'syourturntotellmeaboutyourfamily.

Me:Uhm..Idon'tknowmyrealparentsormy

realfamily.IwasadoptedbytheConway's

whenIwasonly3monthsold.Apparentlymy

real'Mom 'leftmeatthehospitalwithonlymy

ageandname.soMrandMrsConwayloved

meanddecidedtoadoptmethengavemethe

bestlifeever.I'llforeverappreciatethem so

much.

Don:I'm sorrybaby,soyoudon'twanttoknow

yourrealmom?

Me:No..I'm goodwithouther,I'm alreadyold

enough.

Don:howoldareyou?



Me:26,you?

Don:30

Inodded..

.

.

.

.

DonandI,talkedanddrankthatnight.Itwas

already3am inthemorningwhenwedecidedto

sleepbutDonhadotherplans.hewashorny

again,sinceIwasalsointhemoodnow.wegot

intoit.

••••

LWETHU.(DON)



WhenIwokeupthefollowingmorning,my

phonewasringingnon-stopunderthepillow

beinganuisance.Ifisheditoutunderthepillow

andcheckedit.ItwasTKcalling.Iignoredhis

callsandturnedmyphoneoff.

Ilookedbesidesme,Sibawasstillsleeping.she

wassocuddledupclosertomewithherhead

onmychest,herlegtuckedbetweenmine.her

lipswereslightlypartedaswarm breaths

escapedtherehittingmyshoulders.shewasso

beautifulevenwhenshewassleeping.she

fittedperfectlyintomybed,sheboughtlight

intomydarkbedroom.

shewasthelightIneededintomydarksoul.

Ikissedherpartedlipsbeforeslidingoutthe

bedcarefullynottowakeherup.shestirreda

little,thesheetsmovedawayfrom herrevealing



herbeautifulfirm tits.

Itookaonelastlookonherandwalkedtothe

bathroom togetmydaystarted.

WhenIwasdonetakingashower,Iwalked

backtothebedroom.shewastalkingoverthe

phonewithsomeone.

Siba:Okaythankyou,bye.

Shehungup..

Me:whowasthat?

Siba:Advertisements.

Inodded..

Siba:Areyougoingtowork?

Me:Yes

Siba:Ohw,Ithought-nevermind.

Me:Okay



••••

SIPHENATHI.(NATHI)

IgotSibahleConway'snumberfrom Ziya's

phone,IneededtocallhernumbersothatI

couldeasilyhackintohercallsandcheckwho

wasshecallingandwhatdidthetalkedabout.I

neededtofindoutthisbitch'smotive,Irefused

tobelievethatshewasinnocent.myinstincts

couldn'tletmerestmycaseabouther.Donwas

sopussywhippedhecouldn'tseethroughher.

sointhemorningIcalledherandpretendedto

besomeoneadvertisingperfumeforladies,I

wasluckybecauseshedidn'trecognizemy

voice.

Theminuteshesaid'hello',Iwasalready



insideherphone'ssettings.Itwasgoingtobe

easytolistenthroughandfindoutwhat'sgoing

onwithher.

Icouldn'tletthisbitchplaymybrotherlikethat,

Donwasblinded.hecouldn'tseeathingbutI'll

helphim realizethatthiswomanwillbehis

downfall.

tobecontinued..

SIBAHLE:hisheartinahumanform.

CHAPTER13.
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SIBAHLE.(SIBA)

Isatbehindthedeskinmyoffice,squeezeball

inmyhand.Ijustgotoffaphonecallwithmy



dad,hesaidthereisacarthathadbeen

followinghim foraweeknow.hewasnotsure

whatthispersonwantedorsomething.Sima

wasbreakinghisrulesnow,hepromisedme

thathewon'ttouchmydadormakeit

suspiciousthatsomethingwasgoingonbutmy

dadisnotstupid,hewilleventuallyfindout

whatisgoingonandIdon'twantthat,hell

wouldbreaklooseifhewouldfindoutthatIput

mylifeindangerinsavinghim.hewouldtellme

it'shisjobtoprotestmenottheotherway

around.

IhadbeenthinkingaboutDon,ouryesterday's

conversation.Igottoknowhim ontheperson

levelbutnotthatPersonalbecausehedidn't

fullytrustedmebutIwasgettingthere.apart

ofmefeltbadfordoingthis,thepoormanwill

fallinlovewithmewhileIwasthere.Imagine

howhurtfulbewouldbewhenhefindsout.butI



hadtoremindmyselfwhywasIdoingthis.I

wasforcedyes,butIwasalsodoingthisformy

husband.hedeservesjustice..Ijustwantedto

getoveranddonewiththisthenmovedonwith

mylife.

Myphoneranginsidemypurse,Iputthe

squeezeballasideandtookmyphoneout.

Sima'snameflashedthroughmyphonescreen,

myangersuddenlycameupwhenIsawhiscall.

Me:AreyoucrazySima?Itoldyounottomake

itsuspicioustomydadthatyousentpeopleto

followhim around,nowhewillinvestigateand

findoutwhatishappening!Iputmylifein

dangerandhelpedyoutorevengeyourbrother

nowpleasedon'tprovokemeorelseI'llsinglike

abirdtoDon.



Simawentquietoverthephonelikehewasn't

thereanymore,thensecondslaterhespoke.

Sima:Firstofall.don'tyouever,eveninyour

wildestdreamstothreatenme.I'm notyour

friendyoudon'tgettotalktomehoweveryou

want.thisbrotherofmineyou'retalkingabout

isalsoyourhusbandbytraditionorhaveyou

forgotten?Donfuckedyoutoapointyou

forgottenthatyouwereonceMarriade?Listen

herekenontombi,it'sThursdaytoday,

TomorrowI'm expectingyoutotellme

everything.Ineedthefeedbackyouworkwith

okay?anddon'tyoudaregetcoldfeet,you'llget

outofthisoneDonutters'Iloveyou'wordsto

youokay?Andyoubettermakesurethatit's

quitesooner.am Iclear?

Isighed..

Me:ndikuvile.(Iheardyou)

Sima:Good,nowImakesurethatDaddy



dearestdoesn'tnoticeanythingagain.

Me:Youbetter.

Sima:Mybrotherwillbeveryproudofyouifyou

makethishappen.

Me:fuckoff

helaughed..

Sima:Tomorrowat2pm,I'llbethere.

Ihungup..

Me:bastard!

.

.

.

Aroundlunchtime,Ziyacametotakemesothat

wecouldeatlunchtogether.Shetookusto

Burgerandlobstersincewewerecravingsome

burgersandchips.Wearrivedattheplaceand

foundatablethenordered.



Ziya:sohowarethingsbetweenyouand

Lwethu?

Me:thingsarecomingtogether,Yesterdaynight

hetoldmeabouthisfamilyandhisdreams

man.wewerejustonpersonallevel.

Ziya:he'sfinallyopeninguptoyouandhe's

slowlytrustingyou.

Me:Yup

Ziya:butI'm worriedwhatwillhappenwhenhe

findsoutthatthisisallagame,howishegoing

toreact?I'm worriedaboutyourlifeSiba.

Isighed..

Me:I'm scaredtooZiya,butIhavetodothis.

Ziya:Youknowthere'sstilltimeright?Youcan

comecleantoLwethumaybehemighthelpyou.

Me:Noziya,theminuteIopenmymouthmy

daddiesokay?Ican'triskit.

Ziya:yhokubisana.(It'sbad)



Me:Iknow,won'tNathibemadatyouwhenhe

findsoutthatyoualsoknewaboutmyplans?

Shesighed..

Ziya:hewillbe,Nathiisveryshorttempered

andheactswithoutthinking.Whoknowswhat

hewilldo.

Me:hasheeverhurtyoubefore?

Ziya:No,hehasn'tbutIhaveseenhim angry.

It'snotquiteagoodsighttoseeagain.

Me:I'm sorryfordraggingyouintothis

Ziya:You'remybestfriendSiba,andIloveyou.

I'llsupportyouineverythingyoudookay?

Ismiled..

Me:Iloveyoutoo,friend.

Shesmiled..

Me:enoughaboutme,how'syourbusiness?

Ziya:Thesaloonisblooming,I'm thinkingof



extendingitandmakeabeautyspa.

Me:what?That'samazingbabes.Ilovetheidea.

Ziya:Iknowright

Me:keepdoingthere,you'llgofar.Youhavethe

capitalright?

Ziya:it'snotenoughatthemomentbuti-

Me:Ziyanda?

Ziya:mh?

Me:Whatam Itoyou?

Ziya:mybestfriend,why?

Me:Whydidn'tyoutellmethatyou'reshorton

money?I'm yourfriendZiya.wehelpeachother

right?

Ziya:Iknowbut-

Me:Nobuts,I'llsponsoryourbusiness.

Ziya:ThankyousomuchSiba.WhatdidIdoto

deserveyou?



Me:bybeingagoodfriendtome.

Shesmiled..

Ziya:Thankyou

Me:You'rewelcome

Myphonevibratedinmyjacketpocket,Ifished

itoutandcheckedthemessage.Lwethu's

nameflashedonthescreen,Ireadthroughthe

message.

"Mylady.canItakeyououtlater?"

Istaredatmyscreennotknowinghowto

answerhim,Ididn'tknowifIshouldgoornot.

Ziya:Whatisit?

Me:Donisaskingmeonadate.

Shesmiled..



Ziya:Ohmyword,thedudeisfallingdeeperand

deeperinit.

Shesaidassangthelastpart.

Igiggled..

Me:SudikaZiyanda.

Ziya:Goonadatewithhim,maybehewantsto

askyoutobehisgirlfriendorsomething.

Me:Ohmy,ifhedoeswhatam Igoingtodo?

Sheshrugged..

Ziya:it'salluptoyoubabes.

••••

LWETHU.(DON)

Iwasinmyoffice,inmymainrestaurantwitha



glassofscotchinmyhand.Iwassupposedto

becheckingthebooksofthebusinessbutI

can'tseem tobefocused,mymindwasmiles

awaythinkingaboutthatbeautifulwomanwho

wasinmybedyesterday.thatmomentwhen

wetalkedthewholenightandsleptaround4am

inthemorning.Iwasn'tmuchoftalker,talking

allthetimealwaysannoyedme.butwithSibait

wasdifferent,conversationwasjustflowing

betweenthetwoofus.Nothingwasforced,I

evenlaughed-somethingIrarelydo.

Ididn'tknowwhatwasgoingon,butIknewthat

Iwasattractedtothewoman.Ineverfuckeda

womanmorethanoncebutwithSibaIkepton

comingformore.Shewassogoodinasack,I

wasn'thavingenoughofher.beforeIknewitI

wasattached.Ithoughtshewasgoingtobethe

onewhowasgoingtobeattachedbutitwent

theotherwayaround.Itwasme.AndIdidn't

knowhowtocontrolit.



Ifoundmyselfmissingherwhenshewasnot

aroundme.

Iwasneverfascinatedbysmallthingsina

woman,eitherthanfuckingherandmovedon

butwithher,Ilovedhowsoftandsmallher

handsare.howgoodshesmelled,how

beautifulshewaswhenshesmiledorlaughed

letalonehercutelaughter..

Ihatedhowweakshemademe,howapussyI

am becauseofher.Ididn'twanttoletherinto

mylife,butyesterdayIgaveherpeek.wetalked

aboutpersonalthingsandthisafternoonIsent

heramessage.Iwantedtotakeheronadate.

justtospoilherasmywomanyouknow.

Butshedidn'trepliedtomymessagebutIknew

heranswer,shewillagree.

Siba:Youseem farinthoughts.



hersweetcolognefilledmywholeoffice,she

wasstandingbythedoorwiththearmsfolded

onherchest.shewassogorgeous.Sibahle

Conwaywasanangelwithoutwings.

Me:hey,baby.

Siba:canIcomein?

Me:You'realreadyinsidemos.

Shesmiledandwalkedinside,therewerechairs

inherebutshecametomeandsatonmylap.

herarmswrappedaroundmyshoulders,mine

wrappedaroundherwaist.

Siba:Youseem busyhere.

Ihadshittodo,butwiththiswomanonmylap.

Workcanwait.

Me:Whatareyoudoingherebaby?

Siba:cametoseeyou.

Me:ohreally?Youmissedme?



Siba:No

Me:Yesyoudid,rememberwedon'tlietoeach

otherright?

herfaceimmediatelypaledatthat,likeIsaid

somethingwrong.

Me:Whatisit?

Shesmiled..

Siba:It'snothing..ofcoursesImissedyou.

Ismiled..

Me:Iknewit..onthatnote,comehere.

Igrabbedthebackofherneckandleaned

closertoherwhatkissedhersoftlittlemouth.

.......

Siba:Wow..thisisbeautifulLwethu.



Me:doyoulike?

Siba:likeit?hellno.Iloveit.

Shewrappedherarmsaroundmyshoulders

andgavemeasoftkissonthemouth.

Me:I'm gladyouloveit.

Siba:Ididn'tknowyoucanberomantic

Ishrugged..

Me:Ihavemymoments..let'ssitdown.

Wewereatthebeach,IaskedMariatomakea

picnicset-upformesothatIcouldtakeSiba

there.ItwassobeautifulandIwasgladSiba

likedit.wehadallsortsoffoodandwine,we

werelayingonthefleecewithpillowtoputour

heads.Wewerewatchingwavesasthesun

wasabouttoset.

Siba:here



shehadastrawberrydimpedintoachocolate.

Siba:ComeonLwethu,openup.

Me:Fine.

Iatethestrawberry..

Siba:There,wasthathard?

Me:mxm!

Shelaughed..

Me:You'reannoying.

Siba:butyoulikemelikethis.

Me:Ofcourse.

•••••

SIPHENATHI(NATHI)

Fuckenbitch..



Iknewshewastoogoodtobetrue,Iwasn't

reallyshockedbythenewsbecauseIsawright

throughher.soallalongshewasplanning

Lwethu'sdownfallwiththatbastard,Sima

Ziqubu.

Iknewsomethingwasup,Donmeetingher

wasn'tacoincidence.shehadaagenda,she

plannedthis.Donwasnotgoingtobehappy

aboutthis,Itoldhim.Iwarnedhim aboutthis

bitchbuthewastooblindedtoseethings.

Shedeservedtodie,I'llhappilyputthebullet

betweenhereyes.

tobecontinued..

SIBAHLE:hisheartinahumanform.

CHAPTER14.

•••••••••••••••••••••••



ZIYANDA.(ZIYA)

Whenwewokeupinthemorning,Nathiwasin

differentmood.hewassoangrybutnotsaying

anything..Icouldseeitthroughhisface,avein

wasevidentinhisforeheadasheclenchedhis

jawstimetotime.

Iknewrighttherethatsomethingwasup,I

knewthatfacialexpressionfrom Nathi.he's

bayingforsomeone'sblood..forGod'ssakeI

hopeit'snotSiba'sorminebecauseIdon't

knowwhatI'lldobecauseNathicanbevery

unpredictableattimes.

Imadebreakfastforusandgavehim,hisfood

thenwesatonthebarstoolsnexttoeachother

withoutsayinganything.Nathiwasneverthis

quietwithme,hewasalwaystalkingand



laughingwithmebutthatday,itwasdifferent.I

washellascared,IwantedtocallSibabutI

didn'twanttomakeitobvious.

Me:enjoyingyourfood?

Nathi:Yes

Me:baby,what'sgoingon?

Nathi:Akhonto(nothing)

Me:itcan'tbenothingbaby,you'resodistant

andangry.

Nathi:Whatmakesyouthinkndinomsindo?(I'm

angry)

Me:itcanseeandfeelit,talktomebaby.

Hestoppedeatingandturnedhischairtolook

atmestraightintheeye.

Nathi:I'm goingtoaskyouaquestion,and



rememberthatwe'reinarelationshipandwe

don'tlietoeachotherneh?sobetterthink

carefullybeforeyouanswerbecauseyour

answerwillhavesevereconsequencesokay?

Jesus.Inodded.

Nathi:DidyouknowthatSibahleConwaywas

planningonhavingLwethukilled?

Godhelpme!

••••

SIBAHLE.(SIBA)

Me:Lwethu,Ihavetogoman.

Don:No!Comebackhere.

Me:Ican'tdothat,Ihaveanimportantmeeting



today.

Hesighed..

Don:Mxm,whydidIletyousleepherekanene?

Me:Awuzazi.

Welaughed..

Me:letmegoLwethu,IpromiseI'llcome

straightherelater.

Don:Promise?

Me:Ipromise.

Don:Givemeakissbeforeyougo.

Ileaneddownathim ashelayedonthepillow

andkissedhim,hewaskissingmesoniceand

slowlylikehewasdreadingformetogo.Ialso

didn'twannaleavebutIhadanimportant

meeting,hisbedwassocomfortable,having

hisbodypressedagainstminewasamazing



butthatwasn'tgoingtopaymybills.hiskisses

andcomfortablecuddlesweren'tgoingtopay

mybillssoIhadtogo.

wepulledoutthekissasIfeltDongrowingan

erectionunderneathme.hegroanedasIpulled

mymouthawayfrom his.

Don:isthereanythingIcoulddotomakeyou

stay?

Me:givethat2millioncontractIwasgoingto

getfrom MrGoza.

Don:Okay

Me:I'm kidding!

Don:tsek.

Ilaughedandgavehim asoftkissonthemouth.

Me:seeyoulater.

Igrabbedmypurseandcarkeysthenheadout,



IbumpedintoMariaonhallway.shegreeted

andpassed.Iheaddownthestaircasetothe

doorthenopened,Isteppedoutsideandwalked

totheroundaboutgoingtomycar.Don's

guardswereallovertheplace,armed.even

whenSimaandSakhiwantedtokillDoninhis

housetheywouldn'tevenmakeittohim.they

wouldtotallydieatthegate.Shakingoffmy

thoughts,Igotinsidethecaranddroveoutthe

estategoingstraighttomyhouse.

IpulledupatmyhouseasZakopenedthegate

forme,Idroveinsideandparkedthecaronthe

driveway.Igrabbedmythingsandsteppedout

thecargoingstraighttothedoorandunlocked.

Iwentstraightupstairstomybedroom and

openedthecurtainsandstrippedoffmyclothes

andputthem inalaundrybasketalongwith

Don'sblackhoodie,thathadhisnamewritten

acrossthechestofthehoodie.Itiedmyweave



intoabunandworeashowercapthenIheadto

thebathroom..

Whentheclockhit8:06am,Iwasalreadydone

showeringandgettingdressed.Iwaspreparing

myselfsomethingtoeatthenIwouldgo.I

madesomecerealandcoffeethenate.

Aftereatingiputtheutensilsinthesinkand

grabbedmystuffandheadoutgoingstraightto

mycar.

.

.

.

ThelastmeetingIhad,endeduparound12

noon.Iwassotiredandfamishedlikehell.I

steppedouttheboardroom asItoldSinazoto

ordersomelunchformesinceitlookedlike



Ziyawasn'tcomingtofetchme.Istepped

insidemyofficeandkickedoffmyheelsasI

relaxedonthechairwaitingformylunchfrom

Sinazo.

ThelandlinephonerangontopofmydeskasI

wasstillrelaxing.Ireachedouttoitand

answered.

Me:SibahleConway,hello?

Thepersondidn'tsayanything,justsniffed.

Me:hello?Isanyonethere?

Ziya:heySiba,it'sme.

Me:heybabes,whyareyoucallinganoffice

phoneandwhyareyoucrying.areyouokay?

Ziya:lookbabesIdon'twannabelongneh,and

Ididn'twanttousemyphonetocallyou

becauseIthinkNathibuggedmyphone.



Me;bug-whywouldhedothat?

Shesighed..

Ziya:becauseheknowsthatyou'replanningon

havingDonkilled.

Me:No!

Ziya:I'm sorrybabes,Ijustwantedtoletyou

know.

Shehungup..

No,thatwasnothappening.Iwasadeadmeat.

•••••

LWETHU.(DON)

Isatbehindthedeskonmyofficewithmy



cheesesupplieroppositeme,wewereona

meetinginourofrestaurantstodiscusshow

muchcheeseandotherthingsI'llneedforthe

month.ItrustedDanielkoyo'sfoodformy

restaurant.allhisproductsweregoodandfresh

that'swhyIwasloyaltohim andbuyingfrom

him only.

Wewerestilldiscussingwhenmyofficedoor

flewopenandNathiburgedinsidelookingso

angryashell.thethrobbingveinevidentinhis

forsiashelookedatme.

Me:WhatthefuckareyoudoinghereNathi?

Nathi:sorrytodisturbyourmeetingbutIneed

totalktoyou,it'surgent.

IknewthatNathiwouldn'tmadememissan

importantmeetingforsomemeaninglessthing

thathecouldsolvehimself,sothatmeantthis



wasimportant.IapologizedtoDanielfor

cuttingourmeetingshortbutluckilytheguy

understoodsohesteppedoutasNathiandI

remainedintheoffice.

Me:Talk

Nathi:Youmightneedtositdownforthis.

Me:Siphenathi,justfuckingtalk.

Nathi:IoncetoldyouthatIwasgoingto

investigatethatbitchright?

Ilethim beforcallingSibaabitchbecauseI

wantedtohearwhathefound.

Me:didyoufindsomething?

Nathi:somethingveryinteresting.

Me:Okay?

Nathi:itturnedoutthat,youmeetingthatbitch

intheclubwasn'tacoincidenceasItoldyou.

she'sworkingwiththeZiqububrothersto

evengeherhusbandandalsomakeyoufall



inlovewithherandtrusthertoapointyou'llbe

alonewithher.Withoutyourguards.andthat's

whenSimaandhisbrotheraregoingtostrike

andkillyoualongsidewiththatbitch.Ihateto

saythisbawobutItoldyou!

tobecontinued..

Anotheronecoming..

SIBAHLE:hisheartinahumanform.

CHAPTER15.
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SIPHENATHI.(NATHI)

Growingup,Lwethuwasn'ttheviolentchildor

theunrulychild.Iwastheone.hewasalways



onthelane,cleaningaftermuchshitmostof

thetimebecausehewasalwayscalm and

collectedandthoughtcriticallybeforeheacts.

hedoesn'tactirrationallybutwhenhegotangry,

itbecomesamess.nobodycanstophim

expectforourmother.It'stookhoursforhim to

calm downandbeokay.AndIwasafraidthat

hemightretaliateanddosomethingthatwas

goingtolandhim injailbutthatbitchdeserved

punishment.shedeservedtodiealongwithher

friendZiyanda.shealwayspreachedtomethat

weshouldn'tlietooneanotheraboutthingsbut

shedefendedherbestfriendandliedtome.I

didn'tfindoutthatinformationLwethuwas

goingtodie.Shewasgoingtoconsoleand

comfortmewhilesheknewwhatexactly

happenedtohim.

Womenarewicked!

Lwethuhadn'tsaidanything,notevenaword



sinceItoldhim aboutwhatIhadfindout.his

glassofscotchinhishandashelookeddeepin

thoughts.hisphoneringingnon-stopontopof

thetableas"baby"witharedheartflashedon

thescreen.

Thatbitchreallyclungherclawsonmybrother,

Donwasinlovewiththatwoman.Isawit

throughhiseyeshowhurthewasaboutthese

news.

Me:Whatarewegoingtodoaboutthis?

Don:You'renotgoingtodoanything!

Me:What?Whatdoyoumean?

Don:YouknowIoncehadmysuspiciousabout

Siba,whensheaskedmeifIwouldkillher.I

wassolostthatwhywouldsheaskmethat

becauseIhaveneverthreatenedorill-treated

herbutIletthatslidesinceIwasstartingtolike

andtrusther.butallalongshewasona



mission,she'sheretokillmebecauseIkilled

thatbastard.sheworkswithmyenemiesto

bringmedown.

hesqueezedtheglassonhishanduntilitbroke

andhebled.

Me:whatareyougoingtodoabouther?

Don:I'm goingtoplayheratherowngame,I'll

pretendlikeIdon'tknowwhatshe'splanning

whileIalsoplanherdeathontheside.Itoldher

thatodon'ttakebetrayalandbeingliedto

easily.Ikillwhoeverdoesthatbutshestillwent

aheadandfoolme!I'm goingtofuckingkillher.

Ismiled..

Me:Good!

•••••



SIBAHLE.(SIBA)

IwasatmyhousewithZiya,SimaandSakhi.

Afterthatphonecall,Idrovestraighthomeand

calledSimaandSakhioverthenZiyafollowed.I

wassoscared,Iwasshakinginmyboots.Iwas

scaredofwhatwasgoingtohappentomeif

NathitoldDonAboutmyplans.

Donwasgoingtokillme,hewasgoingto

fuckenkillmebecausehewarnedthatday.that

hehatesbeingbetrayedandliedat.hedoesn't

thosethingseasy.Iwastryingtocallhim,but

hisphonerangunanswered,Iknewinthat

momentthatNathihadalreadytoldhim butI

wassurprisedthathewasn'tonmydooryet..I

guessitwon'thurttohavealittlehoperight?

Sima:Siba,sitthefuckdownWe'retryingto

thinkhere!



Me:Mesittingdownwillsolveeverything?

hedidn'tsayanything..

Me:JustshutupSimaandletmebe,it'sall

yourfaultthatI'm inthismess!

Sima:Ofcourseitismyfault,butyou'realready

inthismessjustdealwithitandsityourass

down!

Me:You-

Ziya:Guys!!please,canweallcomedownand

trytothinkofsomething?

Me:there'snothingtothinkZiya,I'm dyingtoday.

Shestoodupandcametohugme..

Ziya:Don'tsaythatlove,wedon'tknowifNathi

hasalreadytoldhim.

Me:butstill-letmecallmedadokay?justtalk

tohim forthelasttime.

Itookmyphoneandcalledmydad.



Dad:Jasmine

Ismiled..

Me:heydad..howareyou?

Dad:I'm finesweetheart,howareyou?

Me:I'm good

Dad:Areyouokay?Yousoundlikeyou'vebeen

crying.

Me:No..I'm comingdownwithfever.

Dad:Oh..whatareyouuptothere?

Me:Justrelaxedwatchingtvyou?

Dad:I'm somewhere

Me:Somewherewhere?

Dad:don'tquestionmegirly!

Igiggled..

Me:Areyouseeingsomeoneoldman?



Dad:I'm goingtohungup!

Me:Okayfine,IloveyouDad.

Dad:Iloveyoutoo,sweetheart.

Me:bye.

Ihungup..

Ziya:don'tdothistoyourselfbabes.

Me:Ican'thelpit.

..........

Around5pm intheafternoon,Ziya,Simaand

Sakhiwenthome.Simagavemeasmalldevice

tosomewhereinthehousesothathecould

listentomyconversationwithDon.heeven

injectedatrackeronmyankleforjustincase

Dondecidedtoadubtmeorsomething.

IwaslayingonthecouchwatchingTVwitha



fleeceblanketcoveringmewhenIhearda

knockonthedoor,myfirstinstinctwenttoDon,

hewastheretokillme.Irushedovertomy

drawerandtookmypistolandhelditbehindme

asIwalkedtothedoorandopened.

•••••

LWETHU.(DON)

Thereshewas..

ThefuckinggorgeoustraitorthatIwanna

strangletodeathsomuchbutIhadtoheld

myselffrom retaliatingbecauseIneededto

planwell.Icouldn'tbelievethatIwasstartingto

trustthiswoman.Ilikedhersomuch,Ilether

sleeponmybednexttome,somethingother

womanhadneverdone.Iletcuddledme,



somethingIusedtodespisedbutIdiditwith

hertomakeherhappy.butallalongshewas

plottingtohavemekilled.

Iwasafool,shereadfooledme.ImagineifI

wasreallyinlovewithherhowwasigoingto

feelrightnowbecauseithurtwhileshewasnot

mygirlfriend,howwasitgoingtoifshewasmy

girlfriend.Iwasblinded,toopussywhippedto

notice.

Istoodonthedoorandstaredstraightintoher

eyes,fearisevidentalloverherfacebutshe

wastryingtohardtokeepastoicexpression.I

couldseethepistolbehindher,shemadeher

mindthatIwastheretokillherbutIwasn'tin

thehurryaboutthat,Iwasgoingtokillherinmy

owntime.

Me:hey,baby.



Siba:hi

Iwantedsomuchtostrangleheragainstthis

doorandfuckedherhard.

Me:CanIcomein?

Shehesitatedforfewminutesbeforeshe

movedoutthewaytoletmein.

Me:thankyou

Siba:Anythingtodrink?

Shehadoneofherbestsmileintheone,you

wouldn'tknowifitwasgenuineornot.Shewas

goodatthisactingthingbutIwouldn'tlastlong

becauseshe'satraitorandIkilltraitors..

Tobecontinued..

SIBAHLE:hisheartinahumanform.
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SIBAHLE.(SIBA)

tosayIwascomfortablehavingDonaround

wouldbeanunderstatement,Iwasscared

throughoutthenight.Ihadtosleeponeeye

openbecauseIdidn'twanthim toattackmein

hissleepbutthatdidn'thappen,hesleptwith

meonmybed,hadsexwithmeandcuddled

melikenothinghappened..I'm wasnotsureif

NathididtellLwethuanything,hewasacting

normallikenothinghappened.maybenathi

didn'ttellhim youknow.Ilayeduncomfortable

nexttohim untilsleepconsumedme.

WhenIwokeupthenextmorning,Iexpected

Dontobegonebuthewasstillhere.Laying

nexttomeashestaredatmewithahardened

face.hiseyescoldlikehewasstarringathis



enemy.hewasdeepinthoughtbecausehe

didn'tevennoticethatIwasawake,Ileaned

closertohim andkissedhislips.

Me:Goodmorning.

hisfaceshortenedashesmiledatme..

Don:Morningbaby,sleptwell?

Me:Very,you?

Don:Yourbediscomfortable,andIhaveyou

nexttomesowhywouldn'tIsleepwell?

Me:thatanswersmyquestion..doyouwant

somebreakfast?

Don:theonlybreakfastIwantisthis..

heputhiswarm handundertheshirtIworemy

massagedmytitalittlethenpinchedmynipple.

Me:Ouch!

Don:sorry



hegrabbedthebackofmyhairandbroughtmy

faceclosertohisashestaredintomyeyes,

morelikesearchingforsomething..

heleanedclosertohim andkissedhim onthe

mouth.

Around10am,wewokeupandgotreadyforthe

day.Imadebreakfastforbothofussince

Lwethuwantedtotastemyfood.Iwasnotso

goodinthekitchenbutmyfoodwasn'tbad

eithersoIcookedforuswithhim directingme

hereandthere.

Idishedupforusandwesatonthebarstools

inthekitchenandate.

Don:Youlookednervouslastnight.Whatwas

wrong?

Istoppedeatingandlookedathim thencleared

mythroat..



Me:Nothingwaswrong

Don:isthereanyonebotheringyou?

Me:No

Don:thenwhatisit?Youknowyoucantalkto

meright?

Me:Iknow

henodded..

Don:Whateveritis,justknowthatI'llneverlet

anyonehurtyouokay?

IfelttearswellingupatthebackofmyeyesasI

nodded,guiltwasburningthroughmybodyfor

doingthistohim.Iwantedtotellhim sobad

whatwasbotheringmebutIcouldn't,Icouldn't

doit.

Thatmankilledmyhusband,hekilledthelove

ofmylifeandIshould'vefeltsorryforhim.he

wasanenemytome,nothingelse.apawnin

mygame.



Afterweweredoneeatingbreakfast,DonandI

drovesomewheresincehesaidhewantedto

showmesomething.Aplaceactually.mebeing

me,Iwasparanoid.thinkingwhatifhewas

goingtokillme?whatif?soIsentZiyaa

messagethatIgomissing,Iwaslastseenwith

Don.heparkedoutsideahouse,thatwasinthe

middleofnowhere.theywerenootherplacesin

there..hetookmyhandaswewalkedfurther..

Me:Whatarewedoinghere?

Don:ItoldyouI'm heretoshowyousomething,

somethingyouwilllove.

Me:Really?

Don:Yes..nowcomeon

Weheadtothedoor,hepunchedinthecode

thanaccesswasgranted.thehousewasvery

beautifulandoldstyled,itwascleanlike

somethingwascominghereregularlytoclean



orsomeonewasstayinghere.

Me:istheresomeonewho'sstayinghere?

Don:No..Mariacomestocleanhereonea

week.

Inodded..

Don:thisissantuary,wheneverstressbecomes

toomuchformeorevenwhenI'm emotionally

unstableIcomeheretoregroup.there'sso

muchpeacehere.

Me:Icanfeelit,andthehouseisbeautiful..

whatmadeyoutobuildahousehere,sofar

away?

Don:Ilikemypeace,awayfrom everyone.You

seemos,evenmyestateisisolated.

Me:Inoticed

Don:Come

heledmeupstairsopenedthefirstdoorwe

cameacross.



Me:Wow

Theroom waslikealibrary,ithadsomany

booksthatyoucanname.Ineveryschelfthere

wasanauthorsnamewithhisorhersbooks.I

literallyscreamedwhenIsaw'Penelopesky'in

oneoftheschelfs.

Me:howdidyouknowshe'smyfavourite

author?ThatIloveherbooks?

hesmiled..

Don:Ijustknowbaby.

Me:thankyouforbringingmehere.

Don:You'rewelcome.

Don:readingtime?

Me:Ofcourse.

IwentovertoPenelope'sschelfandlooked

overintheChateauseries,ItookthePalace;



bookfivesinceIhavealreadyreadbookoneto

four.

Don:interestingread

Me:Penelopeisthebest.

hewentovertotheotherschelfsandcame

backwithafamiliarbook.

Me:PrideandPrejudice?I'vereadthisbook

manytimes.

Don:Iloveit.

Me:let'sread

••••

ZIYANDA.(ZIYA)

Siphenathiwasmadatme,hewasbreathing

fireandwantednothingtodowithme.hehad



beenavoidingmesincethatdayhefoundout

thatIknewaboutSiba'splans.hewasmadthat

Ididn'ttellhim aboutSibahle'splans.

Whatdidheexpectedmetodo,snitchmy

friendout?Andgotherkilledontopofthat?No!

Icouldn'tdothatandNathiwilltotallyforgive

me.IwassorrythatIwasn't'that'loyaltohim

asIwastoSiba.butthiswomanhadalways

beenmybitchsinceforever,waybeforeIeven

metNathi.sohethoughtI'dloseallthat

becauseofhim?hellno.

soIaskedtomeetupwithhim atPigalle

restaurantsinceIwantedtotalktohim,I

thoughthewouldn'tagreebutsuprisinglyhedid.

sowhenIarrivedatPigallehewasalreadythere,

Iforgottenhowpunctualhecanbe.

Me:Nathi



Igreetedhim asIsatdownonthechair

oppositehim,hedidn'tgreetmeback.

Me:Siphenathi,Iunderstandthatyou'remadat

me-

Nathi:I'm notmadatyouZiya,Ijustdon't

wannatalktoyou.

Me:Yetyou'rehere,Listenbaby.I'm sorryokay?

I'm sorrythatIdidn'ttellyouaboutSiba'splans

regardingDonbutitwasn'tmyplace.evenifit

was,IwouldneversnitchonSibalikethatI'm

sorrybutitiswhatitis.

Nathi:Wow,soyouwouldratherbetraymethan

yourfriend?

Me:Nathi

Nathi:Answerme!

Me:UnfortunatelyYes.

Nathi:Okayletmegetthisstraight,evenifwe're

marriedyou'regoingtochooseyourfriendover



yourhusband?YouknowwhatZiya?Thisisa

wasteoftime.it'squiteobviouswhereyour

loyaltyliessothere'snothingleftforustotalk

about,I'm sorrybutIcan'tbeinarelationship

withsomeonewhowouldchooseherfriend

overherlover.I'm sorry

Me:W-WhatareyousayingNathi?

Nathi:Whatwehadit'sover,Idon'twanttokill

yousoit'sbetterwebreakup!

Me:Wow

hepushedbackthechairandstoodup..

Nathi:enjoytherestofyourlife,Ziya.

hekissedmyforeheadandwalkedout..

Me:JustWow!

•••••



LWETHU.(DON)

IenjoyedbeingaroundSiba,herpresence

broughtmepeaceandwarmthfrom inside..

there'sthiswarm auraaroundthatmademe

wannabeclosetoheroreventouchherat

times,wewerelyingontopofthebedfacing

eachotherwhileshereadthebookformeout

loud.shewasreadingsogoodwithher

beautifulvoicetoapointoffeltsleepy.

Siba:wefellbackintoouroldlives.Laundry,

dishes,cooking,gettingcoffeeatthecafédown

thestreet.Butwebarelytalkedtoeachother..it

seemedneitheroneofuswasreadytoshare

thedetails-

Shestoppedreadingandlookedatme..

Siba:Sulalababy(don'tsleepbaby)



ItriedtoignorethewarmthIgotwhenshe

calledme'baby'butIcouldn't.nothinghurtme

morethanknowingthatshewaspretendingin

allthat?thesweetgesturesandwhatnot,she

wasplanningtokillme.apartofmehopedthat

shemightchangehermindyouknow.butthat

wasnotgoingtohappen,shewasanenemyto

me,atraitorthatplayedmeverywellandmade

surethatIdidn'tsuspectanything..Imustgive

ittoher,shewasgoodatthisactingthing.She

wasfuckinggoodatplayingpeople'sfeelings.

toeventhinkIwasstartingtolikeher,opening

uptoher.

Siba:Whyareyoulookingatmelikethat?

Me:Likewhat?

Siba:Idon'tknowbutyouhadthislookonyour

face.

Ishrugged..



Sheplacedthebooknexttoherandwrapped

hertinyarmsaroundmywaistandpulledmy

bodyclosertohers.herlegovermine.

Siba:Ilovespendingtimewithyou.

Me:really?

Shenoddedandpeckedmylips.

Me:Ilikebeingaroundyoutoo.

Shesmiled..

Shewastoobeautifultobeinvolvedinthese

kindofthings,shewastogorgeoustodie.

Me:DoyourememberwhenItoldyouthatI

don'ttakebetrayalandbeingaliedatwell?

herfaceinstantlychanged,herfacebecame

paleinaasplitofasecond.

Me:mh?

Siba:YesIdo.

Me:AndI'm stillsayingitnangoku,Ikillwhoever



darestobetrayme.

Siba:Whyareyoutellingmethis?

Me:I'm tellingyousothatyoucouldknowthat

wheneveryoufeellikebetrayingmeyou'll

remembermywordsuyandivababy?

Siba:Yes..canIusethebathroom?

Me:Sure

Shegotoffthebedandwalkedtothe

bathroom..

fuckentraitor!

tobecontinued..

SIBAHLE:hisheartinahumanform.

CHAPTER17.

•••••••••••••••••••••••



[AWEEKLATER]

LWETHU.(DON)

Aweekwentby..

Ihaven'thadfrom SibaeversincethatdayI

triedtothreatenedher,thinkingmaybeshe

mightbescaredandwanttotellmethetruth

butthatneverhappened.Iguessshewasso

damnseriousthatshewantedmedead,even

thoughweweresleepingtogether.WhenItried

tocallher,shedidn'tanswerherphone..itrang

unanswered.tobequitehonestImissedher,I

missedhersomuch.Ievenwantedtogotoher

housebutIthoughtotherwise..maybeshe

didn'twannaseemeanyone,shewastiredof

mealreadyorherplanwasgoingwelltoher

sidesoshedidn'tneedtopretendwithme.

Inthatshortperiodoftimeknowingher,we'd



neverwentthisfarnottalkingorseeingeach

other.Itwaskindaweirdnottoseeherburst

throughmyofficeanddemandtohavelunch

withme..YesterdayIwenttosomeclubwith

Nathi,thinkingoffindingsomeonetogohome

with.toreleasestressbutIcouldn'tfindtheone

IwantedorIfoundinterestin.theyweretoo

boringandtoodullforme,evenworsethey

wereclingy.theyweren'tthatlightskinned

gorgeouswomanwhoIwasattractedto,they

weren'tSibahleConwaywhosatifiedmethe

wayIwanted.insteadIlayedonthatbedwitha

womanIdidn'tevenknowhernamewishing

thatitwasSibainstead.thesexwasn'thotand

intenselikeitusedtobewithSiba,shedidn't

moanmynamelikeSibadidwithhersoftvoice.

ThesituationIwasin,wasfuckedup!

Iwantedandcravedawomanwhohatedme,

whowasanenemytome.Awomanwho

wantedtokillherforkillingthatbastard



husbandofhers.Iwantedhersobadtoapoint

ialmostdrovetohercompanybutthought

otherwise.Ididn'twanttoseem likeIwas

obsessedoranythingclosetothat,Ididn'twant

toherthinkthatIcouldn'tlivewithoutheror

something.

Nathi:Lwethu?

Me:mh?

Nathi:Areyoulistening?

Me:I'm alwayslisteningbutthatdoesn'tmeanI

payattention.

hescoffed,annoyancewrittenalloverhisface..

Nathi:Whatthehelliswrongwithyou?Don

we'rerunningabusinesshereandyouneedto

snapoutofit!thatbitchgotwhatshewanted

anddroppedyoulikehotpotato.youbetter

suckitupanddealwithitlikeaman.



Ihuffed..

Me:Imustdealwithit?didyoudealwithZiya?

Forthefirsttimehearrived,hebroketheeye

contactandlookedaway..

Me:whatdidyoudo?

Nathi:Nothing

Me:Nathi

Nathi:Fine..Ibrokeupwithher

Me:why?

Nathi:Icouldn'ttrustheranyone,sheprovedit

tomethatherloyaltylieswithSibahleno

matterwhat.

Me:butyoulovethiswoman,I'm sureyoucan

lookpastwhatshe'ddone.

Nathi:No

Me:Whataboutyourloveforher?

Nathi:itwillvanishhastimegoesby..once



trustisbrokenittakestimetototrustagain

Me:Igetyou

Nathi:sowhenarewekillingthebitch?

Myheartjusttightenatthethoughtofkillingher,

thethoughtofnotgoingtoseehereveragain

brokemyheart..

Me:Idon'tknow!

hiseyesnarrowedatmyfaceasangerflashed

throughhiseyes..

Nathi:Don,whatthehellhappenedtoyou?

Listensinceyoudon'twanttokillthegirlwe're

goingonplanB.

Me:Okay?

Nathi:We'regoingtokidnapher,torturehera

littleuntilshebreaksandtelluseverythingwe

needtoknowthenwe'lllethergo.

Iraisedmybrow..



Me:Justlikethat?notsolongagoyouwere

bayingforherblood.

Nathi:Ichangedmymind,soareyougame?

Iranmyhanddownmyfacesighing..

Me:Let'sdoit

•••••

ZIYANDA.(ZIYA)

ForthepastfewdaysIthoughtNathiwasgoing

tocooldownthencallmewhenhehadthought

thingsthroughbutnoneofthathappened.he

hadbeenquiet,itwasreallyover.thingswere

overbetweenusandIwasstillsohurt.Iloved

Nathi,hewasmyman,Ilovedhim somuchbut

then.



Ithadbeen2dayssinceIlastsawSiba,sothat

dayIthoughtIshouldgoandseeher.Ibought

Lunchanddrovetoherworkplace.WhenI

arrivedthere,thereceptionistletmethrough

thenherP.AledmetoherofficethenIknocked.

ButnooneansweredsoIletmyselfinside,Siba

wasseatedonherchairbehindthedesk,she

hadherbackonthedoor.shewasstarringat

somethinginheriPadbutlookeddeepin

thoughts..shedidn'tevenheardmegetting

inside.ItiptoedbehindhersothatIcouldclose

hereyeswithhandslikeweusedtodoin

highschoolwhenwesneakeduponeachother

butsomethingcaughtmyeyeinheriPad.

ShewasstarringatapictureofLwethu,looked

likehewasinbedsleepingbecausewhite

sheetswerenoticableonthepicture.



Me:Siba

ShejumpedupandtheiPadslippedthroughher

handsandfelldown.

Siba:Shit,don'teversneakuponmelikethat

Ziya!

Me:Ididn'tsneakuponyou,Iknockedbutno

oneansweredsoIletmyselfinside.

Shesighedandclearedherthroat..

Me:whatwereyoulookinginthere?

Siba:uhm..someemails..

Me:really?Ididn'tknowThandolwethu

makhubalowasanemail.

Shemovedhereyesawayfrom measshe

staredaside..

Isatdownonthechairandlookedather

straightintheeye..

Me:Siba,youaren'tfallingforthisguy,areyou?



hereyeswiden..

Siba:What?No!

Me:thenwhyyouwerestarringathispicture?

Siba:uhm..

••••

SIBAHLE.(SIBA)

Truthbetold,Ididn'tknowwhyIwaslookingat

Don'spicture.Ijustfoundmyselfdoingit.I

foundmyselfmissinghim afterIghostedhim

foraweek,IevenignoredSimabecauseIdidn't

wanttotalktoanyone.Ijustwantedtobealone

withmythoughts,thoughtexactlywhatwasi

wantedtodoaboutthatpredicamentIwasin.

Ineededtobeawayfrom Donbeforehesaw



rightthroughmethatsomethingwasgoingon,I

didn'twanttobedamnattachedtohim butit

wasalreadytoolate.IknewIwasattachedto

him whenIfoundmyselfmissinghim..missing

tohavehim betweenthesheets,missinghis

deepvoicecallingme'baby'.Ifoundmyself

missinghiskissesandhugs.

Thatwasbad,Iwasalreadyintodeep.And

Simawasn'tgoingtobehappyaboutit.hewas

expectingfeedbackfrom thatFridaybutI

ghostedeveryoneanddisappeared.Simaknew

exactlywhereIwasbuthedidn'twanttofind

me,Iguessgivingmemoretimetopullmyself

together.

Afterthatinterrogation/LunchwithZiya,Iwent

home.Icouldn'twaitforhertoleavebecause

shewasaskingmequestionsthatmademea

littleuncomfortable.



WasIfallingforDon?No.definitelynot.

Icouldn'tdothat,Icouldn'tbetraymyhusband

likethat.fallinlovewithhiskiller?Simawould

definitelyretaliate!Iwasn'tinlovewithLwethu

andIwasneverbe!

AfterIgotathome,Itookawarm bathand

woremypyjamasthentookoutthegabargebin

outsidesinceitwasfull.asIwasabouttohead

backtothehouse..someonesneakedup

behindmeandclosedmymouthandnosewith

awetcloth.

Voice:don'tscream,I'llslityourthroatifyoudo

okay?

Inoddedrepeatedly..howthefuckdidhegot

inside?

Voice;we'regoingtowalkniceandslowlyto

thatcaroutsidethegatewithoutcausing

unnecessaryattentionokay?Nowlet'sgo!



Oh.My.God.

tobecontinued..

SIBAHLE:hisheartinahumanform.

CHAPTER18.
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SIBAHLE.(SIBA)

Wemadeitsafelytothecarwithoutalerting

onemysecurities.Icouldn'tseetheperson's

facebecausetheywrappedaclotharoundmy

face,Icouldn'tevenrecognizethevoice.they

openedthecardoorandpushedmeinside.

Voice:Everythingisclear?



Thenanotheroneanswered..

Voice:Yes

Voice:Doit

Itbecamequietthenaneedlepiercedmyneck

likethey'redruggingmeorsomething,Itriedto

fightthemanwho'sholdingmebuthewas

surelystronger.thedrugkickedinwithina

matterofaminutethenitwentblank..

Myheadfeltheavy,Icouldn'tmoveitaround

anditwassohardtoopenmyeyeslikethe

drugtheyinjectedmewithwasstillinmy

system..Itriedtoblinkrepeatedlyuntilmyeyes

opened,Iwastiedinachairwiththickropes.I

didn'trecognizetheplaceIwasin,Iwasinabig

buildingthathadwindows,suchacosyplaceto

keepanadubtedpersoninit.WhatifIjumped

overthewindows?Fools.



Voice:Youwouldn'tdothat,Youaretoomuch

ofacowardtodothatsoforgetit.

Iknewexactlywherethatvoicebelongedto,it

would'veknewevenwhenIwasindeepsleep.I

haven'thearditinaweek..Iturnedmyhead

aroundtolookathim.

Me:Lwethu?Whatam Idoinghere?Am Itied

intothischair?What'sgoingon?

Don:You'reseriouslydon'tknowwhat'sgoing

on?reallySiba?Youcandobetterthanthat.

Me:Wh-

Thenitsuddenlyhitme..

OhmyGod..thiswasn'thappeningtome,but

thelookonDon'sfacetoldmethatmy

assumptionsweretruejustbylookingathim

face.itwassocoldanddistant.hisfacewas

hard,angermixedwithpain..hewasn'tthe



LwethuIknew.hewasn'tthesameLwethuI

sleptwith,itwasn'ttheLwethuwhocookedfor

me.thesameLwethuwhosmiledandlaughed

withme.theLwethuwhousedtocallme'baby

'.IknewthiswastheDoneveryonetalked

about.theDon,Ziyandawarnedmeabout.I

knewinthatmomentthatitwasoverforme,I

wasdoomed.

Me:I'm sorry,baby.

hedidn'treacttotheword'baby'likeheused

towheneverIcalledhim byit.

Don:YouthoughtI'dneverfindoutdidn'tyou?

Youthoughtyouweregoingtofoolmearound

tillforever?butguesswhat?someonebusted

you.someonesawrightthroughyouwhenI

wasfuckingblinded!

Me(teary):I'm sorryLwethu

hechuckledandshookhisheadlookingatme



withdisgust,alookheneverlookedatmewith.

Iwashurt.

Don:Youreallygoodatthisgamehuh?You

playedyourcardsrighthayshameImustgiveit

toyoubutI'm sorrytodisappointyoumntase,

Youdidthatonawrongperson.WhatdidItell

youlastweek?

Ididn'tsayanythingIjustkeptquiet..

Don:Am Ispeakingalonenow?ndithetha

ndedwaSibahle?

Iclearedmythroatbeforetalking..

Me:Yousaid,Youhatebetrayalandbeinglied

at.

Don:WhatdoIdotopeoplewhodoesthat?

Me:Youkillthem

hesmiled..



Don:Exactlysthandwa,Andthatisabouttobe

yourfate!

Me:CanIatleastdefendmyself?

Don:Idon'twannahearafuckenthingfrom

yourmouth,You'retraitorandIkilltraitors!

hestoodupfrom thechairhewasseatedon

andwalkedoutwithoutthrowingaglanceon

me.Whenthedoorclosedbehindhim,Ibroke

downandcried.

Ididn'tknowwhattodo,Iwasstuckinhere

withthemostdangerousmanwhohatedbeing

betrayedandliedat.Iknewwhatwasigetting

myselfinto,IthoughtIwasgoingtoaccomplish

themissionbutDonwasalreadytwosteps

aheadofme.

•••••



ZIYANDA.(ZIYA)

Itwasn'tlikeSibanottoshowupatwork,and

notevenletherP.Aknowthatshewon'tbe

comingforwork.Iwasgoingtohavelunchwith

herasalwayswithSinazotoldmethatshe

didn'tcometoworkandshedidn'tsayanything.

herphonerangunanswered..

Iwasstartingtogetworriedabouthersoi

drovetoherplace,securityopenedthegatefor

measIdroveinsideandparkedbehindoneof

hercarsthatwasonthedriveway.Iwasabout

toheadInsidewhenIsawZak;Siba'sheadof

security.

Me:Zak

Zak:MissZ,howareyoudoing?



Me:I'm doinggood,you?

Zak:I'm fine,didn'tyoubyanychanceheard

from MissSiba?

Me:haybo,isn'tshenothere?

Zak:No..YesterdayIwasoffduty,Jakesand

loganwerethereonlyoneshere.theysaythat

thefrontdoorhasbeenopenfrom lastnight.At

firsttheythoughtitwasamistakemadeby

Sibabutwhentheylookedalloverherhousefor

her-shewasn'therebutallherbelongingsare

here.

Me:What?Pleasesayyoujoking!

Zak:I'm afraidnot,evennowmyteam andIare

tryingourbesttofindherandlookedthrough

theCCTVfootagebutlookedlikeitwaswiped

out.

Me:Thixowam!



Thiswasn'thappening!Lwethucouldn'tfindout

thetruth.DamnyouNathi.

Me:LookZak,keeponlookingneh?I'lldothe

sameonmyside.

Zak:Alright..keepmeposted.

Me:Sharp

Iranbacktomycaranddrovestraightto

Nathi'shouse.

IpulledupatNathi'shouseasIheadInside,I

wassolividandsadatthesametime.how

couldNathidothis?knowingexactlyhow

ruthlesshisbrothercanbewhenprovoked?

howcouldhedothis?togetSibakilled!

Ireachedhisdoorstepandbangedthedoor

withmyfist.Iwasabouttobangathirdtime



whenthedooropened.

Nathi:Whatdoyouwant?

Hehadoneofthemostboredfacialexpression

onhisface..

Me:Whydidyouletyourstupidbrotherto

kidnapSiba?

Nathi:hedid?ohmythat'sgreatnews!

(Sarcasm)

Me:StopwiththatbullshitSiphenathi!

hebecameseriousinasliptofasecond..

Nathi:ListenhereZiya,Lwethudidgoodby

kidnappingthatbitch.shebetrayedandliedto

him.Ihopehedoeskillherbecauseshe

deservesit,nowdisappearandnevercome

backhereagain!

heclosedthedooronmyface..



Ijustfeltlikecryinginthatmoment..

•••••

LWETHU.(DON)

Iwasseatedbehindmydeskonmyofficewith

aglassofscotchinmyhand.Nathisat

oppositemewithhisfeetontopofthedesk

whilstsmokingacigar.Sibawaslockedup

downinthebasement,aswestayeduphere

planningwhatarewegoingtodonextwithher.

NathimentionedtomethatZiyawasathis

house,wantingtoknowwhereSibamightbe.

asalwaysNathiwasagressive,hekickedher

out.

ThemoreIsatdownandthoughtaboutwhat



Sibadonetome,itwasthemoreInoticedthat

shereallyfooledme.Iwasanidiotinhereyes.

Shewassodeterminedthatshewasgoingto

makemefallinlovewithher.Iwasgoingtobea

biggerfoolonEarth,beingplayedbyawoman

likethis.Apartofmewantedtostranglethe

shitoutofher.putabulletbetweenhereyes

butwhenIsawthosetearscomingoutofthose

beautifulpurewhiteeyessomethinginme

moved.

Iwastouched,Iwantedtoholdherandlether

knowthatI'llneverletanyonehurther.even

Nathi.Iwastheonlyonewhohadarighttokill

orhurtherbecauseshebetrayedme.she

playedme.Andsheliedtome!

Ididn'tevenwanttoimagineouramazing

nightstogether.whenwelayedtogetherinbed

cuddledup.Ididn'twanttothinkofthose

becausetheyhurtme.



Nathi:Whatarewegoingtodowithher?

becauseIcanseerightthroughyouthatyou

don'twannakillthiswoman.

Me:Im-

Nathi:Lwethujustadmitit,thiswomanisdone

withhermission.You'realreadyfalleninlove

withher.

Me:NoI'm not.

Nathi:I'm notgoingtoopenadebatewithyou

aboutthatbutSibahastobetaughtalesson

butfirstsheneedstotelluseverythingthen

we'llseewhatwewilldowithherokay?

Inodded..

Me:Okay

WasIreallyinlovewiththewoman?



Tobecontinued..

SIBAHLE:hisheartinahumanform.
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SIBAHLE.(SIBA)

Dondidn'tcomebacktoseemeagain,hesent

someguytogivemefoodandsomethingto

drinkthenleft.Ididn'thaveanyapetitetoeat,I

wantedtogohomeandbecomfortableinmy

bedbutIknewthatwasn'tgoingtohappen

soon.Istilldidn'tknowwhatwasgoingto

happentomesinceIwaslockedupherelike

somethieforsomething,Iwasso

uncomfortableinthechairIwastiedin.

IwonderedifSimaandSakhiwerelookingfor

me,IwonderediftheyknewthatDontookme



sothattheycouldcomeandgetmeoutofhere.

OhmyGod..Ziya.shemustbeworriedsick

aboutme,notreachingmeoverthephone.

Donwasanheartlessbastard,whocanbe

ruthlesswhenprovoked.Ididn'tknowwhatwas

myfate.Ididn'tknowifhewasgoingtokillme

orburymealive,Iwasscaredbutdidn'tshow.I

didn'teventhetime,I'm sureitwasaround

MidnightorsomethingIwasn'tsure.

Imust'vefallenasleepwhilstthinkingofways

ofhowtogetthehelloutofhere,butIhadslim

chancesbecausefirstly;Iwastiedupinachair

withthinkropes.SecondlyIdidn'tfindasharp

objectinherethatIwouldtrytocuttheropes

withandwindowshasburglarsoIwasdoomed.

therewasnootherwaytogo,Iwasstuckin

there.



Coldwatermixedwithiceblockswasthrown

onmyface,plashingallovermybodycausing

metoscream inagony.thewaterwassocold

andIwasn'twearinganythingwarm,justmy

satinpyjamasthatall.

Nathi:Wakeup!cimbakuphiapha?

heputthebucketdownandcameoverand

crotchedinfrontofmelookingatmeintheeye.

ItwasonlythenInoticedthathelookedabit

likeLwethu,theyhadsameeyes,nose,lipsand

ears.NathiwasalittlelighterwhileDonwas

darkskinned,drippinginmelanin.

Nathi:Whyareyousostupid?huh?You're

fuckingnaíve!didn'tyounoticethatSimaand

hisbrotherwereplayingyou?thatyouwerejust

apawnintheirgame.theyusedyoufortheir

ownselfishreasonsandyou'releftaloneto

takeafallfortheirsins.



Ididn'tsayanything,Ijuststaredathim inthe

eyes.Wonderingwhyishetellingmeallthis

insteadofkillingmelikehepromised?

Me:Whyareyoutellingmeallthis?Areyou

goingtokillmeorwhat?Justdoitandgetover

anddonewith!

Ididn'tneedtheirmercyanymore,askingfor

forgivenesswasgoingtobewasteoftime

becausetheyweregoingtokillmewhetherI

beggedornot..

Nathi:AndI'm goingtoenjoykillingyou!

Me:Where'sLwethu?

Nathi:Fuckingsomebitches.

hisanswerwasn'tsupposedtohurtme

consideringthesituationIwasinbutIwashurt.

hedidn'twastetimehuh?Movetoanother

womantheminuteheadubtedme?wow.

Nathi:thisiswhat'sgoingtohappen.You're



goingtotelluseverything,Imeaneverything

thatSimaandhisbrotherwereplanningabout

usokay?

Me:AndwhatifIdon'tdothat?

Nathi:I'm goingtochopyourheadoffandsend

itovertoyourdad'sdoorstep.howaboutthat?

Thatthoughtalonesentcoldshiversdownmy

spine,imaginingmyfather'sfaceafterseeing

mylifelessbodyonhisdoorstep.Itwassucha

disturbingandtraumaticthought.Ifelttears

burningbehindmyeyes.

Me:Fine

Isaidquickly..

Nathi:Whatwasthat?

Me:Isaidfine!

hesmiled..



Nathi:Great!IthinkI'm goingtoenjoythis.I'll

waitforLwethutoarriveherethenwe'llstart..

solongI'llsendsomeoneovertobringyou

breakfastokayMrsZiqubu?

hewinkedatmeandheadoutwhistling..

fuckingheartless

bastard!

••••••

ZIYANDA.(ZIYA)

Icouldn'trestnotknowingwhereSibawas,

sinceNathididn'twanttotellmewhereSiba

was,myonlyhopewasLwethu.Iwasn'tsure

howhewasgoingtoreactbutIhadtotrymy

luck.thiswasmybestfriend'slifewe'retalking

about.



Iwantedtocontactthosebastardswhoput

Sibaintothatmadnessandletthem knowthat

theirplanhadbackfired.Sibawaskidnapped

nowbutIdidn'thavetheircontacts.

Thefollowingmorning,IdrovetoLwethu's

houseoutsidethecity,Lwethuwasliving

isolatedfrom everyoneelsesothedrivetohis

estatewaskindafarbutIdrove.Uponmy

arrivalathisbig,beautifulestatehismanybody

guardsdidn'twannaletmein.theysaidthey

weretakinginstructionsfrom theirboss,whois

Lwethu.Thattheyshouldn'tletmeinorelseI'll

beshotifIforcemywaythrough.

Iwasdefeated,thesementrulymadesurethat

Icouldn'tfindSiba.theydidn'twanttolether

know!knowingthesituation,Nathiwasthe

mastermindoffallthis.



thatfuckingpieceofshit!

AslividasIwas,Iheadbacktomycarand

droveawaydefeated.notknowingwhattodo

anymore.

•••••

LWETHU.(DON)

Iwasdreadingtogotothebasement,Iwasn't

readytofaceSiba.seeinghercrying.Anenemy

cryingformercyonmewasoneofthethingsI

enjoyedbutnowitwasSiba,Iwasn'tlooking

forwardtoit.Iwastotallydreading.

Iarrivedatthewarehousethenwentdownto

thebasementwhereNathiwasalreadythere,

talkingtoSibawhowasn'tevenreplying.I



openedthedoorandsteppedinside,Siba

lookedupatme..hereyesflashedwithhope.

MaybeshethoughtIwasgoingtohelpheror

something,notknowingthatherhopewill

vanishedinaminute.

Nathi:Theguestofhonorishere.

Nathicanbestupidwhenhewanted.Iwalked

towardthem andstoodnexttoNathilooking

downatSiba.

Me:hasourlittlebirdstartedtosingyet?

Nathi:No!wewerewaitingforyouactually.

Me:Alright,I'm herenowso?

NathilookedatSibawithasmile..

Nathi:let'sstartMrsZiqubu,canwe?

Sibastaredatme,Icouldn'tstarelongatherso



Ilookedaway.Sheclearedherthroatbefore

talking.

Siba:Youwereright,Iwasafoolintheirgame.I

wasapawnbutIdidn'tdothisbychoice.

Nathi:Yeahright..

Me:Don'tdisturbher

Sheglancedoveratmebeforetalkingagain..

Siba:Iwasthreatened,SimaandSakhi

threatenedtokillmydadifIdon'tparticipatein

theirplanofmakingLwethutofallinlovewith

me,soIhadtochoicebuttodoitbecausemy

dadistheonlypersonIhave.

Me:What?

Thiswomanplayedme,sheliedtomebut

somepointIbelievedher.somethinginmetold

methatshewastellingthetruth.



tobecontinued..

SIBAHLE:hisheartinahumanform.
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LWETHU.(DON)

Ididn'tknowwhattobelieveanymore,this

womanhadliedtomeeversinceI'dmether.

SheplayedmebutatsomepointIfeltsorryfor

her;howtheZiqububrothersplayedher,she

wasapawnintheirgame.Theydidn'tjustwant

justicefortheirbrother..theywereaftermeand

NathifortheirownreasonsbuttheyusedSiba

whowasnaíveenoughtohelpthem.Well,she

wasthreatened..soshesays.



Aftershetoldusexactlywhathappenedand

howithappened,NathiandI,decidedthatit's

nousetokeepherhere.Shedidn'thelpusthat

mucheitherthantellingusalltheirplanswhich

areatrain-smashalreadybecauseweknew

whattheplannedforus.Sibashould'vejusttold

methatshewassenttome,thatsomeonewas

threateningtokillherfatherifshedoesn'tagree

tothisthing.Iwould'veprotectedherandher

fatheryouknow,asIsaidbeforeI'llneverlet

anyonehurther.soI'llhavetomakesurethat

Simadoesn'ttouchevenastrandofhairin

Siba'sdad.Ididn'tknowwhyIfeltobligatedto

helpher,shewasn'tmyproblem oranything

thathadtodowithmebecauseshebetrayed

mebutdeepdowninsidemeIcouldn'tlether

sufferorliveinfear.

Nathiwasn'treallyhappyaboutlettingSibago,

hethoughtthatweweregoingtotortureorhurt

heralittleforthefactthatshebetrayedmebut



ImadeapromisetomyselfthatI'llneverhurt

women.solettingSibagoandstaythehell

awayfrom herwasthebestchoiceIhadtodo.

sinceIdidn'ttrustanyonetodropheroffather

house,Idroveherhome.Shewassoquieton

thedrivelikeshewasdeepinthoughts,Iwas

sogratefulforhersilencebecauseIdidn'twant

totalktoher.IwantedtodropheroffsothatI

couldneversawheragain.Iwasgoingtodomy

levelbesttostayawayfrom herformyown

good.

Siba:Don

MaybeIspoketoosoon..

Me:Canwenottalktoeachother?

Siba:IJust-

Me:SibahleConway!

Shesighed..



Siba:sorry

Iputtheradioon,dismissinganyconversation

thatshewasgoingtobringup..

Wepulledupatherstreetaswedrovetoher

house.Iparkedoutsidethegate.

Me:Good-bye

Shewentquietforawhile,whilstplayingwith

herfingers..

Siba:Iknowthatyoudon'twannaseemeagain

andyouwantnothingtodowithme.butjust

knowthatI'm trulysorrybaby.I'm sorryfor

breakingyourtrust,lyingtoyouandbetrayed

you-IdidwhatIthoughtitwasbestformeand

mydad,butatthesametimeIwasruininga

beautifulthingwehad.Ihopethatoneday,

someday.You'llforgiveme.Good-byebaby.

Shegavemeasoftkissonthemouthand

openedthedoorthenshesteppedout.She

walkedinsideheryardwithoutlookingback,



knowingthatIwasprobablyseeingherforthe

lasttime,hurtsomuch.ItslikeIwaslosing

somethingclosertomyheart.Shewasgone,

whatwehadwasgone.Iwasgoingtomissher.

Iknewthatforsure..

•••••

ZIYANDA.(ZIYA)

Icouldn'tbelievethatSibawasback,I

immediatelydrovestraighttoherhousewhen

shetoldmethatshewasback.Iwassohappy

andthankedGodthatshebroughtherback

safe.Ididn'twanttoaskherquestionsthrough

thephonesoIdrovetoherhouse.Iwantedher

totellmeeverythingthathappened,howdid

Donlethergojustlikethatbecausethatwasn't

hisstyle..SpeciallywithNathiaround.



Thatpieceofshit!

IpulledupatSiba'splaceandparkedmycaron

thedrivewaythenheadinside.Themaindoor

wasopen,soIsteppedInside..thegirlwas

seatedonthecouchwearingtrackpants.she

wassonatural,nomakeupandnoweaves..just

hernaturallook.Shehadaglassofwineinher

handwhileshelookeddeepinthoughts,she

didn'twhenhearmegotinside.

•••••

SIBAHLE.(SIBA)

Itwasover..

Theysetmefree,eventhoughIthoughtthey

weregoingtokillmeafterItoldthem thetruth.

Ihadalreadyacceptedmyfatebutsomehow



planschanged,theyweren'tgoingtokillme

anymoreandNathiwasn'thappy,Isawitonhis

face..Yes,Iwashappythattheyreleasedme

andtheydidn'tkillmebutIwasn'tentirely

happyknowingthatwhatDonandI,hadcome

toanend.Ididn'tblamehim forthat,itwasall

myfault.hedidn'ttrustmeanymoreandhe

wantednothingtodowithme.

Iwashurt,nolies.Myheartwasbleedingbutat

somepointIhadtolethim go,hewasn'tmine

inthefirstplace.butnonetheless,I'llmisshim.

somuchatthat.hopefullyoneday,he'llforgive

me.

Afterhedroppedmeoffatmyhouse,Icried

myselftosleepthenIwokeupandtookabath

beforelettingmyP.AandZiyaknowthatIwas

back,andZiyawasinherwayhere.speakingof

Ziya,Igotstartledbyherasshesnatchedthe

glassofwineinmyhand,Iwassodeepinmy



thoughtstoevennoticethatIwasn'talonein

thehouse.

Ziyaputtheglassdownonthetableasshe

walkedtowardsmeandhuggedme.Ziya'shugs

werealwayswarm,exactlywhatIneeded..I

couldn'thelpbutbrokedownandcried.

Ziya:awwsthandwa..I'm sorry

Ididn'tknowwhyIwascrying,butIwascrying

foreverything.Iwascryingfortobebackat

home,IwascryingbecauseImissedmy

comfortablebed,IwascryingbecauseDon

wantednothingtosowithme.Iwasacrying

messnje.

Ihatemylife!

tobecontinued..



SIBAHLE:hisheartinahumanform.

CHAPTER21.
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SIBAHLE.(SIBA)

Aweekpastby..

IHaven'tseennorheardfrom Don,hewasso

scared.AttimesIthoughthewasgoingtocall..

askmetocomeoverathishouseorsomething

likeheusedtobutnothing.hereallywanted

nothingtodowithme.whywouldn'the?Ibroke

histrustremember?Ibetrayedandliedtohim,

buttheattractionbetweenthetwoofuswas

real.Thesparkwastherebetweenuswasreal,I

regrethurtinghim likethatbutIwasdoingwhat

Ithoughtwasbest;protectingmyfatheratthat.

butIcompletelyunderstoodhim,hewasagree



atmebutmaybeatsomepointhewillbealright

andcomebacktome.

I'dbeenavoidingSimaforaweeknow,Iwanted

totellhim thatDonbustedmebutIwasscared..

Ididn'tknowhowhewasgoingtobehave.was

hegoingtogoaheadandkillmydad?orhewas

goingtohurthim ordosomethingelse?Ididn't

knowandthat'swhatstressedmethemost.At

atsomepointIcouldn'thidefrom him forever,

hewasgoingtofindme.

Iwasatmydad'shouse,visitforaweekbutI

wasleavingtonight.Itwasnicetohavearound.

Cookingdinnertogether,havingourcoffee

datesandourswimmingandreadingtimelike

theoldtimes..Iwantedtospendlotoftime

withme,makingupforallthetimeIwasbusy

withworkandneglectedandmyoldmanwas

happytohavemearound,Ithinkhemissedme

buthewouldn'tthat.butunfortunatelyIwas



leavingtodaybutIwantedtopassbyDon's

housetotalktohim sincehewasalittleclose

by.

Dadwasn'tathomewhenIfeltsoseeDon,he

wenttomeetupwithsomeoldfriendintown

sohesaid..Ithinkhe'sseeingsomeonebutI'm

notsure.IwouldbegladifheisbecauseIthink

he'slonelyanddeservestogiveloveanother

chance,Yes,Mom willalwayshadaspecial

placeinhisheartbuthedeservestobehappy

too.soIgotreadyandleftforhishouse.

WhenIpulledupathisestate,hisguardsdidn't

givemehardtimesincetheyknewmeor

maybetheirbosstoldthem toletmein.Idrove

mycarinsideandparkeditontheroundabout

thenheadoutwalkingtowardsthedoor.

Mariaopenedthedoorformewithawarm

smileonherface.



Maria:GoodafternoonMiss,heretoseeMr

Makhubalo?

Me:Yes..ishehere?

Maria:Yes,I'llcallhim down.CanIgetyou

somethingtodrinkinthemeantime?

Me:Nothankyou,I'm good.

Maria:Alright

Sheboweddidn'tlittlethenwalkedupstairsto

callDon.Shecamedownsecondslaterandtold

mehe'scomingthensheheadtothekitchen,I

guess.

Minuteslater,Doncamedownthestairsinhis

casualwear.blackjeansandablackhoodie

withwhitekicks,heLookedlikehe'sinhisearly

20s.wemadeeyecontactashedescended

downstairs,kepthisstoicexpressionas

always..thismanhadmasteredinhidinghis



emotionsfrom beingevidentinhisface.hehad

thebestpokerface.

Don:Whatareyoudoinghere?

hewassocoldtowardmebutwithwhatIdidto

him Icouldn'tcomplain..

Me:Err..

Don:Sibahle,I'vegotlotofshittodo.say

whateveryoucameheretosayandleave.

Me:babylisten-

Don:don'tcallmethat!

Me:I'm sorry,IknowthatI'vehurtyouandyou

don'tforgiveeasilybutpleaseThandolwethu.

I'm beggingyoutoforgiveme,Imissyou.

Hiseyesshortenedalittleatmyconfession,I

reallydidmissedhim..

Don:Ireallywanttoforgiveyou,trustme.but



everytimeIthinkabouthowyoufooledme

makesmeangryalloveragain.Allthe

passionatemomentswesharedwerealllies.

Me:Itwasn't!whatwefelt,theconnection

betweenus,thespark.Itwasn'talie.itwasreal.

Don:butitdoesn'tseem likeit!

heraisedhisvoicealittle..

Don:Yousleptwithme!Laughedwithme,

dinedwithmewhilstyouknowthatyouwere

planningmydeath.Youwantedmedead

Sibahle.WhatmakesyouthinkI'llevertrustyou

again?Letalone-lettingyoucomebackinto

mylife.Siba,let'snotwasteeachother'stime

andmakethisconversationgofurther.there's

nothingtotalkabout,whatwehadendedthe

dayIfindoutyouragendaandwewillneverbe

thesameagain.

Tearsburnedatthebackofmyeyes..

Me:don'tsaythat..



Don:JustgetoutSiba,don'tevercomeback

here.

heturnedaroundandwalkedupthestairs..

Me:Thandolwethu!

heignoredmeandcontinuedtowalkupwithout

lookingback.

••••••

LWETHU.(DON)

Ididn'twanttoadmititthatImissedhertoo,it

wassogoodtoseeher..shelookedso

gorgeouslikethelasttimeIsawher.It'sbeena

weeksinceIlasttimesawher,Imissedherso

much!Iwantedtocallherjusttohearhersweet

voicethatusedtomoanmynamewhenwe

fuckedonmybed.whenshewasbeneathme



holdingmelikeIwashersafeplace.

Inevermetawomanwhodistractedmy

feelingslikethis,sheevokedemotionsinme

thatIthoughttheyneverexisted.Idid

somethingIthoughtI'llneverdoinmywhole

entirelife..Thelasttimeshewashere,sheleft

herblackshort-sleevet-shirtthatIcuddledto

sleepeverynightsothatIcouldsmellher.I

wanttoforgivehersothatwecouldgobackto

whatwewerebutIcan't.myegowasbruised,

Sibahurtmesomuch.Ican'tjustforgiveher

justlikethat..shehadtoworkformy

forgiveness.

Aftersheleftthatafternoon,Nathicameoverto

visitsohesaid,butIknewbetterthathewas

hereforMaria'scookingskillsandherdelicious

meals.butIdidn'tmindaslonghedidn'tgeton



mynerves.Iwaslayingontopofmybed,with

myheadsetson.listeningtothisothersong..

SibasentmeonWhatsapptolisten,shesentit

awhileagowhenthingsweregoodbetweenus.

ItwasTsoul-bestofme.

Iwasstilllisteningtoitwhenmybedroom door

opened,Ialreadyknewwhoitwasbecause

Mariaoranyoneelsejustopenmybedroom

whileI'm insidesoitwasNathi.Itookoffmy

earphonesandlookedathim..

Me:Whatdoyouwant?

NathiandI,haven'ttalkedsincethatdaywe

releasedSiba..

hesatdownonthecouchnexttothebedand

lookedatme.

Nathi:Youlookheartbroken.

Ofcourse,Iwasheartbroken.butIwouldn'tsay



thattohim.

Me:I'm fine

Nathi:What'sgoingonwithyou?Ilastsawyou

lastweek.

Me:Ihavebeenbusy.

henodded..

Nathi:Sibahle?

Me:Whatabouther?

Nathi:Whenlastdidyouseeher?

Me:Aweekago

Nathi:That'swhyyou'relikethis?Youmissher

don'tyou?

Ididn'tanswerhim..

Nathi:tellmeDon..doyoulovethiswoman?

Me:NoIdon't.

Nathi:Yes,youdo.



Me:You'retalkingbullshitnow.

Nathi:Letmedrawapictureforyou,You'rethe

Donwena.Whoeverbetraysyou-youdon't

thinktwicetoputbulletbetweentheireyes.You

don'tsleepwiththesamepersonformorethan

3days,girlsdon'tsleepatyourbed.theydon't

wearyourclothes,Youdon'tsendyour

bodyguardstowatchovertheirfamilyorthem

oram Ilying?

AsmuchIdidn'twanttoadmitit,hewasright.I

wasdoingallthesethingsforSibaandIdidn't

knowwhy.

Nathi:Don,YouknowthatI'llneverhurta

womanyou'reinlovewith.Ifyoulovethis

womanI'llgoandapologizetoher.

Me:Idon'tknowman

Nathi:bettermakeupyourmindbawo,Sibaisa

beautifulwoman.Shewillmeetsomeonewho

willloveherandwenawhatareyougoingtodo?



Ifyoulovethiswoman,gogetherbeforeit'stoo

late.nam I'lltryandtalktoZiyabecauseIstill

lovehereventhoughshebetrayedme.

•••••

SIBAHLE.(SIBA)

AfterIcamebackfrom Don'shouse,Idrove

straighttomydad'shousetotakemyluggage.I

bitgoodbyestodadthenIdrovetomyhouse.

IwassohurtbymyconversationwithDon,how

itoccurred.IknewLwethuwasstubbornbut

notthishotheaded!Ithoughtatsomepointhe

hadalesyforgavebutIraisedmyhopesfor

nothing.themanstillwantednothingtodowith

me.hedoesn'twanttoassociatehimselfwith

meeveragainandthatcausedastungonmy



heart.DonwastheonlyoneIwanted,hewas

theonewhocouldhandlemeandtreatedme

likeawomanthatIam.

Iarrivedatmyhouselate,around7inthe

evening.Idroveinsidemyyardandparkedthe

carinsidethegaragesinceIwasn'tgoing

anywhereatnight.Igotinsidethehouse

throughtheentranceatthegaragethatwent

throughthekitchen.

Iwasabouttotookoffmyshoesbefore

switchingthelightsonwhenIfeltit.the

atmospherewasdifferent,whichmeans

someonewasinthehouseandwhoeverwas

watchingme.

Me:Whoareyou?



Voice:Switchthelightson.

Iknewthevoicethevoiceexactly..itwasSakhi

Ziqubu.Whatthefuckdidhewanted.

Me:howthefuckdidyougetin?

Sakhi:Isaidswitchthefuckenlightson!

Imovedtowherethemainswitchwasand

switchediton.hewasseatedonthecouchwith

agunlayingonthetableinfrontofhim.hehad

abottleofwineinhishand,drinkingfrom the

bottle.

Sakhi:higorgeous,longtimenosee.

Iwasscaredlikehell,butIcouldn'tshowfear.I

didn'twanttohim toseethatIwasscared.I

wentovertothecouchandsatdown.

Me:ufunanton?(Whatdoyouwant)

Sakhi:I'm hereforthefeedback,you'vebeen

avoidingusforaweeknow.thethasisi.

Ihadnochoicebuttospillthebeansnow..



Me:Donbustedme,heknowsthetruth.

Sakhi:You'relying!hefuckedyousogoodtoa

pointhechangedyourmindaboutourplans

andIwon'tletthathappen.

Me:It'sthetruth!Whatdoyouwantmetosay?

heslappedmehardacrossthefacecausingmy

handtosnapasidewithhishand..

Sakhi:You'regoingtotellmeeverything!

Me:Idon'thaveanythingtosay,Idon'thaveany

information!

helookedatmeforawhile,hiseyesroamingall

overmybodylikehewasfuckingmewithhis

eyes.

IknewexactlywhathewasthinkingsoIhadto

dosomething.Luckilythatmyphonewasinmy

handsoIdialledthefirstnumberIcameacross.

hesawthephonelightinguponmyhand.

Sakhi:Youbitch!



heslappedmehardontheface,Iscreamedthis

time.hegrabbedmeandthrewmeontheother

couchasIfighthim off.Ipunchedhim hardon

thephoneandhegroaned.

Sakhi:You'regoingtoregretthis!

Me:Leavemealone!

Sakhi:IwanttotastewhatDonandmybrother

weretasting.

Thiswasn'thappeningtome!

hegotontopofmeandgrabbedmyskirt

pushingituptomywaistrevealingmywhite

thong.

Sakhi:fuck!

Iwasalreadycryingnow,Icouldn'tbearape

victim!

heunbuckledhisbeltandshovedhispants

downhisfeet.

Me(crying):Pleasedon'tdothis!



hewasabouttoopenmylegsforcefullywhena

gunshotwentoff,Sakhifelldownnexttothe

couchashisbloodsplashedalloverme.Iwas

tryingtomakesenseofthingswhenIsawDon

standingoverme.hepulledmeintohisarms..

Don:I'm sorry,baby.

tobecontinued..

SIBAHLE:hisheartinahumanform.
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LWETHU.(DON)

Apartofmedidn'twanttoanswerSiba'scall

butsomethingdeepinsidemesaidIshould

pickup!Whatshewasindanger?Likemygut



wastryingtotellmesomething..mybabywas

reallyindanger,bigdangeratthat.Ithinkshe

calledmebymistake.

Ididn'tknowwhatwasIgoingtodoifIdidn't

makeitontime.Thatbastardwasgoingto..I

justdon'twannatalkorthinkaboutit.I'm glad

thatIshothim deadorelseIwasgoingtodo

moredamagetohim toapointhechooses

deathhimself!fuckingrapist.

Sibahlewasstillshakenafterordeal,Imade

somehotchocolateforherandMarshmallows

sothatshecouldcalm downwhilelayingontop

ofthebed.Iaskedoneofguystocomehere

andcleanthisup.shewillwakeuptomorrow

willallthisgone.

Me:howareyoufeeling,baby?

Sheshrugged..



Siba:I'm fine,Iguess.

Me:I'm sorrythatIcametolate.

Sheshookherhead..

Siba:Youcameontime,thankyousomuch.

Me:ItoldyoubeforethatI'llneverletanyone

hurtyou.

Shebiteherlowerlip,hereyesglitheningwith

tears..

Siba:Ican'tbelieveIwasalmostarapevictim.

Iscootedcloserandpulledherclosertomy

chestthenhugged..

Me:ThankGodthatyouain'tbaby,doyouneed

therapyorsomething?

Siba:No..I'llbefine.Ijustneedfewdaysthen

I'llbounceback.

Me:Willyoubealrightallalonehere?

Siba:Iwillbebutcanyoupleasestaywithme



tonight?

Me:Ofcoursebaby.Youdon'tneedtoask.

Shegavemeaweaksmile..

Siba:Thankyou,Iknowthatyousaidwe

shouldn'ttalkaboutitagainbutI'm sorry

Me:Canwefocusonyoutonight?

Shenoddedbutclearlydissapointed.

Me:wouldyoulikesomethingtoeat?

Siba:I'm notreallyhungry,butIwouldlike

something.

Me:Okay

Istoodupandwenttopreparesomethingto

eatforher...

•••••••



ZIYANDA.(ZIYA)

Ihaven'tseenSibainaweek,shewasather

father'shouseoutsidethecity.soucouldn't

visither,wewereonlycommnicatingthrough

thephone.Shewassupposedtocallmetoday

andtellmeifshearrivedsafelyatherhousebut

shewasn't.

Iwasseatedontheflooratmyhouse,watching

tvwhilsteatingpopcorns.Itwaslazynightfor

me.Iwasn'tsleepysoIdecidedtostayuplate.

Iwasstillwatchingwhenaknockcamethrough

thedoor,itwassolateforvisiterssowhomight

thatbe.Igotupfrom thefloorandheadtothe

door,Iopenedthedoor.Iwasshockedtosee

whowasstandingthere.Themightyhimself.

Me:Siphenathi?



•••••

SIBAHLE.(SIBA)

Icouldn'tbelievethatSakhiwasgoingtodo

thattome,Iwashisbrother'swifeforheaven's

sake.heshouldn'tbehavingsuchthoughts

aboutme,IwassogratefulforDonbeingthere

forme,rescuingmeeventhoughIhadhurthis

feelingsandbruisedhisego.Idon'tknowifit

wasn'tforhim whatwouldhavehappenedto

me.

Iwasstillverymuchshakenabouttheordeal,I

didn'twanttobeleftalone.soLwethucooked

pastaforus.wedishedupandateinbedwhile

talkingaboutsillythings.hedidn'twantusto

talkabouthowIbetrayedhim.Itriedto

apologiseagainbuthebrushedmeoff,Iwasso



disappointedhonestlybutalsogratefulthathe

wasthereformethroughitall.Iwantedtocall

Ziyaandletherknowwhathappenedbutsince

itwasalreadylateIassumedthatshemustbe

sleepingsoI'llcallherinthemorning.

Wefinishedeating,Donwenttowashthe

dishesdownstairsthencamebacktobed.he

pulledhist-shirtoverhishead,followedbyhis

pants.Icouldn'thelpbutstareathishardbody

physique.hisbodywaswellbuiltandbeautiful

withallthemusclesandallthat.hisskinso

darkandbeautiful,dippedinmelaninitblended

sowellwithmylightone.

Don:Youstarring.

Me:Iloveyourbody,morespeciallyyourskin

colour.Itblendswellwithmine.

hejuststaredatmelikeIdidn'tsayanything..



Donwasoneofthoseguyswhodidn'tknow

howyoutakeacompliment.

Don:Iknowwhatyou'retryingtodoanditwon't

work.

Igiggled..

Me:I'm nottryinganythingThandolwethu!

Don:Alright,Scootover

hegotUndercoverswithmeandpulledme

closertohim.ourfacesweresoclosetoeach

other.wewereliterallybreathingintoeach

other'sface.

hisfacefeaturesweresorelaxed,hedidn'thave

thatcoldfacehehadearlieronwhenIwasat

hishouse.hewasnowcalm andcollected..like

theLwethuIknow.

Me:Ilikehavingyouaround,Ifeelsafearound

you.

Likemywordstouchedhim,thecornerofhis



lipsroseintoalittlecutesmile..hiseyesfell

intomylipsbeforehelookedintomyeyes

again.

Don:You'refuckinggorgeous,baby.

IknewthatIwasgorgeous,Ididn'tneedanyone

totellmethat.butwhenitwascomingfrom

him ithadthatthing.mademebelieveevery

wordhesaid..becauseIknewhewastheman

ofhisword,butthatdayhecouldn'tkillmeeven

afterhepromiseto.

Me:Thankyou,You'rebeautifultoo.

hisfingerscaressedmythighallthewayto

waist.histouchwassoftbutitevokedfeelings

deepinsideme.hisfingerswenttomycoochie

andtappedmyclitfewtimeswithhisforefinger.

Iwasalreadybreathingheavily..hegrabbedthe

backofmyheadandbroughtmecloserthen

kissedme.kissedmelikeitwasthelasttime

hewaskissingme.hislipsmovingsoftly



againstmine.Itwasamazing!

tobecontinued..
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CHAPTER23.

•••••••••••••••••••••••

SIBAHLE.(SIBA)

WhenIwokeupthenextmorning,Iwaslaying

ontopofLwethu.hisarmswerewrapped

aroundmywaistlikehewascagingmefrom

goinganywhere.Iwassocomfortableandhis

bodywassowarm,Isnuggledcloserandheld

him tight.

Don:Youfinallyawake.



Ilookedupatme,lookedlikehewasawakefor

sometimenow.Juststarringatme.

Me:Goodmorning,baby.

Igavehim asoftkissonthemouth,notgiving

fuckaboutmorningbreath.

Don:Molobaby,sleepwell?nonightmares?

Ishookmyhead..

Me:Isleptlikeababy.

Don:I'm glad,breakfast?

Me:nope!It'sturn,You'regoingtoeatmyfood.

hesmiled..

Don:AlrightMiss,thekitchenisyours.

Ikissedhim onemoretimebeforegettingoff

thebed,DonspankedmyassasIwalkedoff.I

gavehim mymiddlefinger-helaughed.I

walkedinsidethebathroom andwashedmy

faceonthesinkandappliedmyfacecream



thenbrushedmyteeth.

WhenIheadbacktothebedroom,Donwas

leaningagainsttheheadboardwhiletappingat

hisphone.Iwalkedpasthim goingoutand

mademywaytothekitchentoprepare

breakfastforthismanandI.WhenIgot

downstairs,mylivingwassquickyclean.Like

someonedidn'tjustdieherelastnight.

IfinishedmakingbreakfastandcalledLwethu

tocomedowntoeat,itwasnothingfancylike

Lwethu'sfoodbutitwaseatableyouknow.he

camedownthestairswearingmywhiterobe

withmysleepers.Igiggledlookingathim..

Don:What?

Ipointedathisfeet,hewaswearingpink

sleepers..



heshruggedhisshoulders..

Don:Ican'twaittotastethis.

hesatdownonthebarstoolinthekitchenthen

Iputtheplateinfrontofhim.hetookthecutlery

andgotreadytoeat.heatetheeggsfirst,then

abacon.

Me:And?

Don:Theeggsaretoosaltyandthebaconisn't

crunchy,I'm sorryIcan'teatthis.

Oh,Iwasdisappointed..

Me:CanImakeyousomethingelsethen?

helookedatmeandburstoutlaughing..Iwas

nowconfused..

Don:it'saprankbaby,thefoodisdelicious.You

should'veseenyourface.

Me:Fuckoff!

Iplayfullyhithim onthechestandlaughed.he



tookmyhandandkissedit.

Don:it'sgoodtoseeyoulaughing,Ididn'tlike

whatIsawyesterday.

Inodded..

Don:AndIforgiveyou.

Ismiled..

Me:Thankyou..Thankyou!

Irushedoverhissideandhuggedhim,pushing

hisplatedownanditfelldown..

Me:Oops!

Don:It'syourfault.

Welaughed..

........

ZiyawassosadandlividwhenItoldherwhat



happenedtomeyesterdayandhowDonsaved

me,shewastotallygratefultohim asIwastoo.

WewereatherworkplacewhenItoldherthis,I

cametodomyhairandnailswithsomemoney

Lwethugavemetospoilmyself.whenIasked

him whyishegivingmemoneyhejustsaid'for

beingsodamngorgeouswithouttrying',And

boy..didn'tIMeltatthat?Jesus.

Ziya:babes,Areyousurethatyoudon'tlove

thisguy?Imeanthewayyouguysbehaveit's

likeyou'regirlfriendandboyfriend.

Isighed..

Me:Idon'tknowZiya,Itotallydon't.Idon't

knowifit'slovewhatI'm feelingforLwethuor

it'swhatbutIfeelsomethingforhim.

Ziya:Youlovehim babesandhelovesyoutoo.

butIdon'tknowwhyhe'stakinghissweettime.

Me:Maybehedoesn'tfeelthesameway.



Isaidshrugging..

Apartofmewassadaboutthis,thathemight

nothaveanyfeelingstowardsmeorsomething

likethatbuthisactionssayssomethingelse.

Ziya:Nonsense!Lwethulovesyouandhe

knowsittoo,we'rejustgoingtowaitandsee

okay?

Me:Alright!

•••••

LWETHU.(DON)

AfterIleftSiba'shouse,Idrovestraighttomy

housetotakeashowerandgetreadyforwork..

itwasalongdrivesoIwasdefinitelygoingto

belate.AsIwasstilldriving,myphonebeeped

inmycarasIfisheditoutandviewedthe



photosSibasent.Itwasphotosofher,shehad

her-hairdone,alsohernails.shelookedhella

gorgeous..buthercaptionmademecrackupin

asmile,itsaid:

"ubeneneminiefananam "

Ididn'tknowwhatwasgoingonwithmebutI

couldn'tstayawayfrom thewomananymore,it

waslikethemoreItriedtodistancemyself-it

wasthemoreIwasbeingsuckedin.Ievengave

herR5000inthismorningtospoilherselfup.

thiswomanisamillionaire,shedoesn'tneed

mylousyR5000butsheappreciatedit,tookit

andusedittogetherselfbeautiful.Shewasa

suchasweetheart.

Ipulledupatmyhouseanddroveinsidethe

estate.Iparkedthecarandheadout.Igreeted



mybodyguardsthenheadinside.Iwasgreeted

byMaria,whotoldmethatbreakfastwasready

butIhadalreadyeaten.

Me:calltheguardsinsidesothattheycaneatit.

Maria:Yes,sir.

Sheboweddownalittlethenwalkedaway.I

walkedupthestairstotakeashower.

••••••

SIPHENATHI.(NATHI)

Iwasstandingbythewindowonwarehouse.I

waslookingoverthecity..carsdrivingupand

down.I'dbeentryingtocallZiyaforfewtimes

nowbutshedoesn'ttakemycalls.Lastnight

whenIwasatherapartmentshethrewmeout

andsaidIshouldneversetmyfootatherhouse



again.Iwasquitedisappointed,butwhatdidI

expect?Thatshewasgoingtowelcomeme

withopenarmsafterthewayItreatedher?

Ihadameetingwithoneofthesupplierstoday

withDonbuthewaslate.Icalledathishouse

andMariatoldmethatheleftinthemiddleof

thenightandnevercameback.Ididn'task

furtherquestionsbecauseIknewwherehewas.

AtSibahleConway'shouse.

Thandolwethulovedthiswoman,buthewas

stillinverymuchindenial.heknewthathefelt

somethingforherbutnotsurewhatitis.from

myownthinking,Ithinkhelovedherthefirst

timehesawbuthedidn'taknowledgeit.Don

knowsthatIwouldn'thurtthewomanheloves,

that'swhyIneededhim totellmesothatI

couldgoandapologizetoSibahle.



TheofficedoorburstopenedasDonstepped

insidewhiletappingathisphone.hewas

smiling,therewasonlyonepersonwhocould

makehim smilelikethat.

SibahleConway.

Me:Whatgotyousosmiling?

Don:bawo,IthinkI'm inlovewiththiswoman.

tobecontinued..

SIBAHLE:hisheartinahumanform.

CHAPTER24.

•••••••••••••••••••••••

SIPHENATHI.(NATHI)

Donsteppedinsidetheofficeandclosedthe

doorbehindhim,hewalkedovertothechair



andsatdown.

Me:You'reonlyrealizingthatnow?

Don:Yeah,IknewthatIfeltsomethingforher

butIdidn'tknowwhatitis.

Me:sowhatareyougoingtodo?Courther?

Don:isenziwalonto?(doeseveryonestilldo

that)

Ishrugged..

Don:Youseem down,what'sup?

Me:Nothing

Don:Siphenathi

Isighed..

Me:Ziyadoesn'ttakemycalls,she'scompletely

avoidingme.

Don:Idon'tblameheryouknow,youwerealso

likethisonher.

Me:NowIunderstandhowshefelt.doyou



thinkshewillforgiveme?

Don:I'm notarelationshipexpertneh?butfar

asIknowZiyalovesyou.shewasyourwoman,

youknowwhichbuttonstopresstosoftenher

up..trythat.

Me:Ziyandacanbeclosedoffwhenshewants,

nam ndisukendingayazibamandithini.

Don:allI'm sayingisthat,youtheonewho

knowsher;insideout.dealwithher.

Me:Alright.

Don:hasCrocsarrivedyet?

Me:he's20minuteslate

Don:hebetterbehere,Ihavelotofshittodo

thatwaitinghereforhim.

.........



Afterthemeeting,Donleftimmediatelysince

hewasrushingofftooneofisrestaurants..

apparentlytherewasacrisissoheneededto

bethere.Me,ontheotherside.Ihadlotofshit

todo,workload!butIcouldn'tfocus,Ineededto

talktoZiyasoIdrovetoherplace..

Uponmyarrivalthere,shewasalsoarriving.I

parkedmycarbehindhersandsteppedinside

theyardandwalkedovertoher.Shewas

standingnexttohercar,talkingtosomeone

overthephonewithoutrealizingthatI'm here.

Ziya:Nobuts,Siba.we'redoingitokay?

Icouldn'thearwhatSibawassayingoverthe

phone,Ziyanodded..

Ziya:Alrightthen,seeyoutomorrow.

Shehungup..

Sheturnedaroundandgotstartledbyme



standinginfrontofher..

Ziya:Jesus,Nathi.Youscaredme.

Me:I'm sorry

Ziya:It'sokay.Whatareyoudoinghere?

Me:isn'titobvious?I'm heretotalktoyou?

Ziya:Aboutwhat?

Me:Ziyacomeon,don'tbelikethis.

Shefoldedherarmstoherchestandlooked

away..

Me:Ziya,IknowthatI'm notyourfavourite

personatthemomentbutweneedtotalk.I

knowthatourlastencounterwasn'tsonice,I

wasdicktoyou-

Ziya:Yeah,abigdick.

Me:IguessIdeservethat.butI'm sorryokay?I

knowIwasn'tsupposedtoreactlikethatbutas

youknowthatIdon'tlikebetrayal.sowhenI



findoutthatyouknewaboutSibahle'sagendaI

wasangry.butdoyoublameme?howwereyou

goingtoreactafteryouhavefoundoutthat

yourbrother'sgirlfriendorsomethingis

planningonkillingyourbrotherandIknewbutI

didn'tdoanything.howwouldyoufeel?

Sheanswerme,shejustlookedaside..her

sassyattitudedisappearingasminutespasses..

Me:thoughtasmuch,butasikholapho.Ijust

wantedtoletyouknowthatI'm sorryandIwant

youback,Imissyou..Imissus!

Imovedclosertoherandwrappedmyarms

aroundherwaistandpulledhermorecloser,

her,notremovingmyhandsorpushingme

backwardswasagoodmove.shewasslowly

softening..

Me:doyouforgiveme?huh?

Isaidpeckingherlipsslowly..

Me:Answermebaby,doyouforgiveme?



Shenodded..

Me:TalkZiya.

Ziya:Yes..Iforgiveyou.

Me:Thankyou,baby.

Igrabbedthebackofherheadandkissedher..

••••••

LWETHU.(DON)

AsmuchasIwantedSibatobemineofficially,

butIwasn'tsureifshefeltthesamewayabout

me.ifshefeltwhatIfelt?lovemelikeIloveher.

Iwantedtobesurefirst.

IalwaysknewthatIfeltsomethingforSiba,but

Iwasn'tsurewhatitis.IthoughtIwasjust

sexualattractedtoher.LikeIjustwantedto



fuckherbutIwaswrong.Itwasmorethanthat.

Ifuckinglovedthewoman,Iwasinlovewithher,

butIwasn'tsureifshelovedmetooyouknow.

butIneededtofindout.

Yesterday,oneofmyguyshassentSakhi's

bodyovertoSima.Iaskedhim todropthebody

ashisdoorstep..Iwantedhim toseehisrapist

ofabrotherdeadbecausehetriedtomesswith

mywomanbuthegothimselfkilled.AndtodayI

wasgoingtokillSima,Icouldn'tletSibaliveher

lifelookingoverhershouldersbecauseofthose

bastards.whowantednothingbuttomakeher

apawnintheirgame.Iwasgoingtosolvethis

onceandforall.

AfterthecrisisIwascalledoverforatoneof

myrestaurants,IdrovestraighttoSima'shouse.

Ididn'tgowithmybodyguards.Iwantedtodo

thisbymyself..Iarrivedathishouseandhead

insidetheyard,hisguardsdidn'tdenyme



excessuponseeingwhoIwas.

Suchpussies..

Iwalkedtowardsthedoorandknocked,the

doorwasopenedbyawomanwholookedlike

shewasinherearly20s.shelookedtoseeme.

nosuprisesthere,Iwasquitefamous.

Sheletmeinside,Simawasseatedoneofthe

coacheswithacigarinhishand.notknowingit

washislastdaysmokingit.

Me:Am Idisturbing?

hestilledatthesoundofmyvoicethenslowly

turnedhisheadtolookatme..

Sima:Don

Me:intheflesh

•••••••



SIBAHLE.(SIBA)

Lwethuwassupposedtofetchmetonight,

sinceIwasgoingtosleepoverathishouse.My

overnightbagwasalreadypackedandready

ontopofthebedasIsatonthebedwithaglass

ofwaterinmyhand.Iwasfeelingvery

nauseatedsoIhadaglassofcoldwaterto

makemefeelalittlebitbetter.

Ididn'tknowifitwassomethingIateorwhat

butIwasn'tfeelingreallygood.Iwantedto

throwupbutscared..Iwasneverafanof

throwingupbecauseI'dalwaysthoughtthatI

mightpukemyintestinesbymistake..stupid

right?Iknow.

butitwasmyfear.IalsotriedcallingLwethu

buthisphonewasoff.goingtovoicemail



EverytimeItriedtocallhim soIgaveup.

Iwenttothebathroom towashmyface,

brushedmyteethandlayedinbedasmyhead

wasgoingaroundlikeIwasdizzy.Ididn'twant

togetUndercoverssinceLwethumightarrive

anytimesoonsoIjustlayedontopofthe

covers.

IfelttheurgetopukeasIjoltedoffthebedand

rantothebathroom,Ikneedinfrontofthetoilet

andpukedasIheldmyweaveback..After

pukingIwashedmymouthagainandsatdown

onthecoldfloorasIwasfeelingveryhot..

Jesus.Whatwashappeningtome?

tobecontinued..

SIBAHLE:hisheartinahumanform.
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LWETHU.(DON)

Ididn'twanttomakedeathaneasierwayoutd

forSima,shootinghim soundedsomucheasy

forhim soIdecidedthatweshouldfight.fight

todeath..hedeservedthatforwhatheputSiba

through.NathiandI,wereateam.hewasthe

bestsniperwhileIwasthebestfighter.I

preferredtousemyhandsmostofthetimeto

menwhobetrayedmeandSimadeservedthat.

Atfirsthedidn'twanttofightme,buthewas

alsoafraidtolookpatheticinfrontofhisguards

soheforcedhimselftofightmeeventhoughhe

knewthatIwasgoingtokickhisass.

AndIdid.

Itfeltsogoodtobreakhisjaw,rearranginghis



facetoapointhewasn'tevenrecognizable

thenIlefthim there.nexttimehewillthink

twicebeforecomingmywayagain.

AfterIwasdonewithSima,Idrovestraightto

Siba'shousesinceIwassupposedtofetchher

anhouragobutIlosttrackoftimeatSima's..

andmybabywasgoingtobemadforsure,

punctualitywaseverythingtoSibahle.

Ipulledupatherhouseandparkedthecaron

thedrivewaythenheadtowardsthedoorand

openedit.Shewaslayingonthecouchwitha

glassofwateronthetable.

Me:heybaby,areyouokay?

Shesatupstraightandtookasiponherwater..

Siba:I'm fine,justfeelalittlenauseated.where

haveyoubeen?KudalandilindeThandolwethu.



Me:Ilostatrackoftime,baby.I'm sorry.

Siba:it'sOkay

Mybabydidn'tlookreallygood,Iputmyhand

onherforeheadtotesthertemperature.She

wasn'tburning..

Me:Doyouneedsomething?shouldImakeyou

sometea?

Siba:I'm cravingicecream.

Me:icecream?kodwauyagula?haysiba.(but

you'resick?NoSiba)

Siba:but-

Me:No

Shesighed..

Siba:Fine,bringmeteathen.

Me:Comingrightup!

Igaveherakissonthemouththenstoodup

makingmywaytothekitchen.Iwashedmy



handsinthesinkfirstbeforestartingtomake

thiswomansometeaandalsosomethingto

eatforbothofus.AsIwasstillmakingfood,

Pasta.herfavourite.myphonerangintheback

pocketofmyjeans,Iwipedm handswithadish

-clothandfisheditout.ItwasNathicalling.

Me:sure,bawo.

Nathi:awe,whereareyou?

Me:I'm atSiba's.

Nathi:Good.I'vetalkedtoZiya,sheforgaveme.

Me:That'sgood.

Nathi:soIwantedtoinviteyouandSibahlefor

dinnertomorrowatmyhouse.7pm?

Me:I'lltaketoheraboutit.

Nathi:Okay,bye.

Me:Sharp



Ihungup..

Siba:What'stakingyousolong?

Sheyelledfrom thelivingroom..

Me:fundaulindaSibahle.(havesomepatience)

Iheardherlaughingallthewayfrom theliving

room..

.

.

.

Afterwehaddinneratherhouse,wedroveto

myhouseinthemiddleofthenight.Sibaslept

throughoutthedrivesinceshewasfeelingalot

betterandshewassleepy.Ihadaradioonto

keepmecompanywhileIdrove..duringdinner,I

toldheraboutNathi'sdinnerinvitationand

suprisinglysheagreedtogosoIpassedonthe

messagetoNathithatweweregoingtobe



theretomorrow.Iwashappythatmybrother

wasacceptingthewomanIloveafterwhatshe

haddonetous.whichmeansthatmy

happinessmeanteverythingtohim,hewould

ratherseemehappywiththewomanwho

betrayedmethanseeingmemiserable,andI

lovedandappreciatedhim forthat.

IwokeSibaupaswepulledupatmyplace,I

parkedthecarontheroundaboutandgotout

goingtoSiba'sside.shewasstillhalfasleepso

Ipickedherupandwalkedtothehousewith

herinmyarms.Shewassosmallinmyarms

withherpetitesize.Shewasn'tevenheavy.

Mariaopenedthedoorforusandwestepped

inside..IgreetedherthenIheadupstairstomy

bedroom.

IputSibaontopofthebedandtookoffher



clothes,leavingheronlyinherblackthong.My

womanwasthesexiestthingalive,theblack

thongandbrasheworeblendedwellwithher

lightskinnedthathadlittlefreckleshereand

there.shewasfuckinggorgeous.

IputherUndercoversandcoveredherwith

blanketsthenkissedherforeheadbefore

headingtoshowersothatIcouldsleep..

WhenIwokeupthenextmorning,Sibawasn't

nexttomeinbed.thesheetsonhersidewere

coldwhichmeantthatit'sbeenawhileshe's

beenoutofbed.Isatupstraightandranmy

handallovermyface,wipingthesleepoffmy

eyesasItookmyphonefrom thepedestaland

checkedmyemails.

Thebedroom dooropened,asSibastepped

insidewithatrayinherhandsthathadtwo

cupsofcoffeeand4blueberrymuffins..



Siba:riseandshine,baby.

Icouldn'tstopthesmilefrom appearinginmy

face,shelookedsocuteinmyshirt..

Me:Goodmorning,sweetheart.

Siba:howdidyousleep?

Me:I'vesleptwell,you?

Siba:good

Itookthetrayfrom hersothatshecouldclimb

onthebedandsatright.Iplacedthetrayonmy

lapandtookthehotcupintomyhandsand

tookadrink..

Me:Thankyou

Siba:You'rewelcome.doyouhaveanyplans

today?

Me:Justpaperworkthatneedtobesignedwhy

ask?



Siba:Ijustwantedustospendsomequality

timeyouknow.

Me:Whatdoyouwantustodo?

Siba:uhm letmethink..

•••••

SIBAHLE.(SIBA)

LwethuandI,spenttheentiredaytogether.we

wenttoallmyfavouriteplaces,wentto

bookshopstobuynewbooks.accompanied

him tohisbarbertoanewhaircutthatsuited

him likehell.wewentforamassage,triedout

somenewrestaurantsforlunch..itwas

amazing.

butlateron,weheadbackhome.goingtoget

readyforthedinneratNathi'shouse.Iwasn't



surewhyNathiinvitedusthere,Ziyatoldme

thatthey'rebacktogether,Iwasn'tsurehow

Nathiwasn'tgoingtobehave.heneverlikedme

forwhatIdidtohisbrother,healwaysinsulted

soIwasn'tsureifhewasn'tgoingtoinsultme

inthatdinner.

LwethuandI,showeredandgotdressed.Iwas

doingmymakeupinthebathroom whileLwethu

wasinthebedroom..doingwhatever.

Lwethu:Canyouhurryupsisi?we'relate.

Me:Almostdone.

Lwethu:whyareyouevenapplyingthatthing?

Youdon'tevenneedit.You'regorgeousbaby.

Me:Thankyousweetheart,butIlikemakeup.

Lwethu:Yho,Igiveup!

Igiggled..



Iwasdoneapplyingthemake-up,Iputmy

lipglossthenworemysunglasses.Iwalkedto

thebedroom,Lwethulookedupatmeand

whisperedunderhisbreath..

Lwethu:Damn..awufunisishekebaby?(don't

youwantustostaybehind)

Igiggled..

Me:haymanLwethu,let'sgo.

Lwethu:You'refuckingbeautiful,allthiswaiting

wasworthit.

Imovedclosertohim andkissedhislips..

Me:Thankyou,youlookgoodtoo.

hegrabbedhiscarkeysandhisphonethen

tookmyhandasweheadoutthebedroom

walkingtowardsthestairs..

........



WearrivedatNathi'shouseashewelcomedus

from thedoorandledusinside.hegreetedhis

brotherandgreetedmethenweheadtothe

diningareawhereZiyawasseatedatwitha

glassofredwineinherhand.

Me:heybabes

Shelookedupatmeandsmiled,shejumped

offherchairandhurriedtohugme..Igiggledas

Ihuggedherback.

Ziya:ohmyGod,Youlookhellasexybitch!

Me:Iknowright?

Ziya:Likedamn!

LwethuandNathihadalreadydisappearedfrom

thehouse,ZiyaandItalkedbrieflybeforeNathi

andLwethucamebackthenwetookourseats.

Nathiwentallouthere,therewereallkindsof



foodanddesert.Iwasalreadysalvating..

Lwethuleanedovertomyearandwhispered.

Lwethu:Subawa,baby.

IburstoutlaughingasIdidn'texpecthim tosay

that..

Ziya:ha.a,ningakulingenizokwenzalontoapha.

baqandebaby.(No,youcan'tdothathere.Stop

them baby)

Nathi:uthethilebabyOwens.(Theladyhas

spoken)

Weeruptedinlaugher..

Thedinnerwasgoingwell,chatswereflowing

andalsolaughshereandtherebutnoneofus

addressedtheelephantintheroom;whywe

werethere.weweredoneeating,justdrinking

wineandchattinguntilNathiclearedhisthroat

gettingourattention.



Nathi:Siba,nawemninawa.Iknowyoumustbe

askingyourselvesbakuthenindinibizeapha

tonight.honestlyit'snotmuchofabigdeal,I

justwantedtotalktoyouSibahle.

heturnedhistomeandlookedatmeintheeye

ashewasabouttosaywhateverhewantedto

say..

Nathi:Iknowthatoutfirstencounterwasn'tso

nice,wewereunderdifferentcircumstances

thanwherewearenow.itwasthetimeweI've

foundoutthatyoucameintomybrother'slife

tokillhim.from thethefirsttimeLwethutold

meaboutyouIknewsomethingwasoffabout

you,forthefactthatyouwereSiyabulela

Ziqubu'swifesaidsomethingelse.Itriedto

warnLwethuaboutyoubuthewassosmitten

toevennoticebutitdoesn'tmatteranymore.

you'velearntyourlessonright?AndI'm glad.

WhenIstartedtonoticethatmybrotherwas



inlovewithyou,IknewIhadtomakepeace

betweenussinceyouweregoingtobeinour

livesforalongtime.Icouldn'tfightwithmy

brothersgirlfriend,Icouldn'tstandinhiswayof

findingtruelove.I'm sorrySibahle,for

everythingI'vedonetoyou.butyoushould

knowsomethingthatI'llalwaysprotectLwethu

nomatterwhat.Ichoosetomakepeacewith

yousincehe'sinlovewithyoubutIhaven't

forgottenwhatyou'vedone.butinallofthat,I'm

sorry.

•••••

ZIYANDA.(ZIYA)

Itwassonicetohaveallmyfavouritehumans

inunderoneroof,myman.mybestfriendand

brotherin-law..SibaforgaveNathi,and



everyonewashappy.Itwassonicetobeunder

oneroom.talkandlaughlikenobody's

business..wewereseatedinthelivingroom

now,nexttothefireplacewhileNathitoldus

embarrassingstoriesaboutLwethuwhenhe

wasyoung,Sibawassointerestedinhis

childhood..

Thesetwolovedeachother,butIdidn'tknow

whytheyweren'tconfessingtheirloveforeach

becausetheyaredestinedtobetogether..

tobecontinued..

SIBAHLE:hisheartinahumanform.
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SIBAHLE.(SIBA)



Suprisingly,dinnerwentwellatNathi'splace.

therewasn'tanybadvibesbetweenusor

anythinglikethat..itwasjustgood.Wecame

backhomearound10pm intheevening,we

werebothtipsyandinthemood.WorstofitallI

washornybutIwasembarrassedtotellLwethu

thatsoIkeptquite.Onourdrivebackhome,he

noticedthatIwasfidgetingonthechairIwas

seatedstillsohedecidedtoask.

Lwethu:Everythingalright,sweetheart?

Me:Yes

Lwethu:Alright

heheldthesteeringwheelwithhisonehand

whiletheotheronewentbetweenmythighs..

Lwethu:Openup!

Islowlywidenmylegsapartashishandwent

downtomyunderwear.myunderwearwas



heavyandwetfrom myarousal.Whenhefelt

thewetnesscomingfrom mycoochiehestared

atmewithhisintensegazeasmynipples

hardenedunderthefabricofmydress..

Lwethu:Whyain'tyousayinganything?baby

thisisyoudickokay?Youfeelliketalkingit,you

do.Iwon'tstopyouunderstand?

Inodded..

Lwethu:Canyouwaittillwegethome?Idon't

wannacauseanyaccident.

Me:Okay

hestoleakissonmymouththendrovethecar

alittlefast,hishandstayedbetweenmythighs

ashemassagedmyclitalittlebit.tryingto

easeupthethrobbingsensationthatwas

troublingme.

.

.



.

Whenwegottothebedroom,clotheswere

alreadyoffourbodiesaswelayedinbedina

missionarystylemakingoursweetperfectlove

making.Ourbodiescoveredinsweatashe

thrustintomeonafasterpace,causingthebed

tomove.Theheadboardhittingagainstthewall.

Mylegswerewrappedaroundhiswaist,his

faceburieddeepinmyneckashegroaned

enjoyingme.

SexwithLwethuwasalwaysgood,wehadthat

chemistry.thesparkandthatintensefeeling

betweenus.Itwasamazing..

Lwethu:fuckyes!

hepushedmylegsintomychestasherammed

intomehard,hisballstappingmyassslightly..



Me:Shit!

ItfeltsohardtoapointIfelttearsburningat

thebackofmyeyes.Lwethucuppedmyfaceas

hegavemeamindblowingkissthatmademe

loseallmysensesofthinking.

Lwethu:Iloveyou,sweetheart.

Mybodystilledbeneathhim,hiswordsfroze

meintoplace..Ididn'texpectthosewordsfrom

him.Ittookmeaminutetorecoverandlethis3

wordssunkin.

Me:Iloveyoutoo,baby.

.........

Ijoltedoffthebedandrantothebathroom asI

felttheurgetopuke.Igottothebathroom and

kneedinfrontofthetoiletseatandthrowup

everythingIateyesterday.Ihatethis,Ifucking



hatedit.IthoughtitstoppedsinceIhadn't

throwupsincethatdayIwasn'tfeelingwellbut

thiswasbecomingaregularthingnowandI

hadtoseeadoctor,thiswasnoton.Lwethu

handedmeaglassofwatertorinseupmy

mouthanddrankalittlethenIstoodup.

Lwethu:Comehere

Imovedclosertohim andhuggedhim asIcried,

Ihatedbeingsick.

Lwethu:What'swrongbaby?isitsomethingyou

ate?

Me:Idon'tknow,maybe.

Lwethu:Wehavetoseeadoctor.

Me:Yeah

Lwethu:GoandbrushyourteethwhileIask

Mariatoprepareussomethingtoeatokay?

Inodded..

hegrabbedthebackofmyheadandkissedmy



foreheadandnosethenmadehiswayout.I

wentovertothesinksothatIcouldbrushmy

teethandwashmyface.

Ilayeddownonthecouchnexttothebed,as

Lwethumadethebedandopenedthecurtains.

myeyesfollowedhim everytimehemovedas

hiswordsechoedinmyears.hetoldme,he

lovedme.Ihonestlydidn'texpectthat.Ididn't

evenknowthathefeltsomethingformelikeI

didwithhim..hewasinlovewithmeandIwas

inlovewithhim too.

Me:baby?

Lwethu:Yes?

Me:wereyouseriousaboutwhatyousaidlast

night?

Lwethu:Morethanserious..



hesatdownonthebedashestaredatme..

Lwethu:Ireallydoloveyou,Siba.IthinkIloved

youthefirsttimeIsawyouatthatbarbutIwas

indenial.IdidlotofshitforyouthatIwould've

doneforsomeotherwoman,Ihadsexwithyou

morethat3times.somethingIneverdonewith

othergirlsbefore,yousleptinbedroom and

cuddledmetosleepeverynight;again

somethingI'veneverdonetoanyofthewomen

Isleptwithinthepastbutwithyou,Ididthatin

asplitofasecond..eventhoughyoubetrayed

meandbrokemytrust,myfeelingswerestill

intact.Istillwantedtofuckyoueventhough

youwereafuckingtraitor.andthereyouare

baby,IwasseriouswhenIsaidIloveyou.And

I'm repeatingitnow.Iloveyou,sweetheart.

Fuckinghormones,Iwasalreadycrying.Why

didn'tInoticeallthesethingsinthelastfew

weeks?

Me:AndIloveyoutoo,baby.



Lwethu:Iknow.

hecameovertomeandleaneddownsothathe

couldkissmeinthemouth..

Me:sowe'redatingnow?

Lwethu:we'vebeendatinglongago,qhawe're

onlymakingthingsofficialnow.

Igiggled..

Me:Igetyou!

•••••••

LWETHU.(DON)

Shefeltthesamewayaboutme..

ShewasfuckinginlovewithmelikeIwaswith

her,I'dalwaysbeenwaitingforthismoment.

NowitwasherebutIdidn'tknowhowtofeel



aboutit.Ididn'tknowwhetherIshouldbe

happyornot.

SibaandI,gotreadysinceIwastakingherto

thedoctor.thisthingofherpukingwassurely

becomingaregularthing,andmybabyhatedit.

sinceshewasn'tgoingtoworktoday,shedidn't

putonanymakeup,noweaveorwhatever.She

wassonaturalwithherlongrelaxedherpushed

back.shewasfuckinggorgeous..weleftthe

estatearound9am inthemorning,goingtomy

doctorintown.

Siba:doyouthinksomethingiswrongwithme?

Ishrugged..

Me:Idon'tknowsweetheart,we'llhearfrom the

doctor.

Shesighed..

Siba:alright



Shepushedbackherchairasshelayeddown

withhereyesclosed.

WearrivedatthehospitalandheadInside,Dr

Zitshowasalreadywaitingforusinhisoffice..

Me:Awe!

Dr:surebawo,Molosisi.

Me:hello.

Ifist-bumpedwithhim thenwetookourseats.

Dr:sowhatbringsyouheretoday?

Siba:I'vebeenfeelingsickinthesepastfew

days,nauseatedandfatigued.Idon'tknow

what'sgoingon.

Dr:Nauseated,yousay.Areyouonbirthcontrol?

Siba:Yes

Dr:Whenlastdidyoutakeyourshot?

Sibaseemedtobethinkingfar,thensomething



clickedintohermindashereyeswidenanda

gaspescapedhermouth..

Siba:ohmyGod!

Dr:Sis,wecan'tbetoosure.takethisandgo

peeonitinthebathroom..the3rddooronyour

right.

Sibatooktheredcupandstoodupwalking

away..

Ididn'tunderstandwhatwasgoingtoIasked

Zitsho.

Me:What'sgoingonman?

Dr:You'llfindoutinaminute.

•••

SIBAHLE.



howthehelldidImissedmyshot?IthoughtI

wascarefulbutIwaswrong,andnowtherewas

abigpossiblitythatIwaspregnant!WhileI

knewnothingaboutbabies,I'm surethatsame

goesforDon.

Whatifhedoesn'twantbabies?Weneverreally

talkedaboutkids?Eveninoursilly

conversationsandcommentswenever

mentionedkids..whatwasIgoingtodo?Igot

tothebathroom asIpeedonthesmallcupand

washedmyhandsthenheadbacktotheoffice..

•••

LWETHU.(DON)

Sibacamebackwiththecupcoveredwitha

tissuepaper,shelookedsonervousasshe



handedDrZitshothecup.heputitdownand

tookhisthingstomakethetest.

Afterhewasdone,hetoldustowaitsomefew

minutesasthisthingofhistookitowntime..I

wasalsogettingnervous,forwhat?Ididn't

know.

Dr:right,alldone.wehaveyourtesthereMiss

Conway.Congratulationsyou're16weeks

pregnant.

Siba:What?

Ifrozeinplace,notreactingtowhatthedoctor

justsaid.

Sibawaspregnant.

Shehadababygrowinginsideher,mybaby.

Iwasgoingtobeadad.



Iwasgoingtobesomeone'sfather..

Shitwasreal..

tobecontinued..

Note:I'm busywithexamsatthemomentand

I'llbebitscarcebutpleasebarewithme.

SIBAHLE:hisheartinahumanform.
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SIBAHLE.(SIBA)

Lwethustaredatme,hewasn'treallylookingat

mebuthewasdeepinthoughts.wewereinthe

car,nooneisdriving.we'rebothshockedtothe

core.Icouldn'tbelievethatIwaspregnant;Yes,



Ilovedkidsandwantedonesomedaybutnot

now.thiswasn'tarighttimeforbabiesbutmy

littleonewashere.andIwasalreadyinlovewith

him orherinsideme.

Me:Ain'tyougoingtosayanythingatall?

Lwethu:Thisisrealright?there'sababy

growinginsideyou?

Inodded..

Me:Areyounothappy?don'tyouwantthis

baby?

Lwethu:It'sthatIdon'twantthebaby,it'sjust..

I'm scared.

Istaredathim,notbelievingthis.themighty

Donwasn'tscaredofanythingbuthe'sscared

ofbeingafather?Wow.

Lwethu:I'm happybaby,trustme.Yes,Inever

wantedkidsbutheorsheisherenowandit's



real.I'm justscaredthatI'llnotbeagoodfather

tothebaby.Idon'tknowshitaboutbabiesand

in8monthstimeI'llbeadad.it'sscary.

Terrorwaswrittenalloverhisface..

Icuppedhisfacewithmybothhandsand

kissedhim onthemouth.hekissedmebackas

hestartedtocalm downabit.

Me:baby,bothofusarenewtothis.weboth

knownothingaboutbabiesbutyouhaveyour

mom andIhavemydad.we'llseekhelpand

advicesfrom them andtakeitfrom there.Yes,

kidsweren'tpartoftheplanbutheorsheis

here.I'm pregnantandwewilldoourlevelbest

tothebestparentstoourbabyokay?

helookeddownandnodded.hesniffedalittle

ashesqueezedmythigh.

Wait..washecrying?

Me:babyareyoucrying?



Heshookhisheadandclearedhisthroat..

Lwethu:No

Me:Lookatme

Ihadeverystrengthtograbhischinandforce

him tolookatmebutIwantedhim toraisehis

headuponhisownfreewill.heslowlylooked

upatme,hiseyesglossywithtears.thiswas

suchararesight-Ihaveneversawhim cry.

Donwasahardcorewhohardlyshowed

emotions.

Lwethu:Iloveyousomuchsweetheart,thank

youforgivingthisspecialunexpectedgift.

Ismiled..

Me:Iloveyoutoo,baby.ifitwasn'tforyouwe

wouldn'thavethisgift.

Lwethu:Literally!

welaughed..

Lwethu:sowhenarewetellingourfamilies?I



can'twaittotellmymom!

Me:Whoafondini,firstlyyourmom doesn't

knowme.youhaven'tintroducedmeyetand

thatsamegoesforme.

Lwethu:Shit

Me:Yeahshit.

Lwethu:Youknowwhat?I'llfirstlytellmymom

aboutyouasyoudothesametoyourdadthen

we'llinvitethem fordinnersoothertimeto

breakthenewstothem,howaboutthat?this

mustbeasuprisebaby.don'tevertellZiyanda.

Me:Err..thatwillbehardbutI'lltry.tomorrowI'll

goandseemydad.

Lwethu:Great!nowlet'sgoandfeed,baby

coming?

Me:babycoming?

Lwethu:Yeah,wedon'thavenamesfornowso

heorshewillbecalledbabycoming.



Igiggled..

Me:Alright,takababycoming.

hesmiled..

Lwethu:Ilovethesoundofthat.

°°°°°

ZIYANDA.(ZIYA)

SiphenathiandI,weregoingonadatethis

evening.wehadbeenbusythesedayssowe

neededatimetogether.todineandchatalittle.

weweregoingtoPigallerestaurant,hisother

favouriteplaceeitherthanhisbrother's

restaurant.soafterwork,webothgotreadyand

drovetotherestaurant.Nathiwasn'tthat

romanticyouknow,buthewasromanticwhen



neededto.hedidn'tshowhisaffectionateside

allthetime.Justthereandthere.

Whenwearrivedattherestaurant,heopened

thecardoorformeandIsteppedout.heheld

myhandasweheadinside.

Me:thisplaceislovely.

Nathi:Iknowright?Justlikeyou.

Ismiled.

Me:You'resoloveydoveytonight,what's

happening?

heshrugged..

Nathi:Nothing,Ijustfeltlikespoilingyoualittle.

Youdeservethat.

Me:Alright.

hepulledoutthechairformeasIsatdown.



••••••

LWETHU.(DON)

in8monthstimeIwasgoingtobeadad,infew

yearssomeonewasgoingtocallmedaddy.I

couldn'tbelieveit.withthekindoflinejobIdo

attimes,Ididn'twantchildren.Ididn'twantto

putthem indangerlikethatbutSibawas

pregnantnow.shewasgoingtohavemybaby

andIknewthatIhadtoprotectherwith

everythinginme.

Iwasn'ttheonewhoshowedemotions,they

werealwayskeptonlockdownbutwhenitsunk

thatSibawaspregnant,thatIwasgoingtobea

dadIcouldn'thelpbutshedsomefewtears.

emotionsoverwhelmedmeatthatmoment,it

waspriceless.SibathoughtIwasn'thappyorI



didn'twantthebabybutIwashappyand

shockedatthesametime.Ineverknewhowto

showemotionssothat'swhyshecouldn'tread

me-myemotions.

Whenwearrivedathomethatday,afterthe

doctor'scheckup.wemadelove..wemade

loveallnightbutalsocarefulthatwecouldn't

hurtthebaby.

Ithadbeen3dayssincewefoundoutthat

we'repregnantandIwasgoingtoseemy

motherintownandletherknowaboutthis.I'm

sureshewasgoingtohappybecauseit'sbeen

waytoolongsinceshepreachedaboutme

gettingagirlfriendorawife.finallynowIhad

someoneIlovewithmywholeheart,shewas

goingtobehappy.IleftSibaathomesinceshe

hadmorningsicknessandshewaslazygetting

outofbed.soshewasgoingtoworkfrom

home.Iarrivedathomeandparkedthecaron



thedrivewayasIheadinside,Mom was

wateringhergardenasIwalkedtowardsher.

Me:Mama

Shestoppedwateringherflowersbutshedidn't

lookatme.

Ma:nyanawolahleko(Prodigalson)

Ichuckled..I'dforgottenhowdramaticshe

couldbe.

Me:ComeonMama.

Sheputthewateringpotdownandturnedto

lookatme..

Ma:Lookatyou!You'regainingweight.what

areyoueating?

Me:Ieatwhateverybodyeat;food.

Shesmiled..

Ma:orthere'ssomeonespecialthatwedon't



knowabout?

Ismiledandlookedataway..shegaspedand

startedtoululate.

Me:Mama!

Shejustignoredatmeandcarriedonmaking

noise.

JesusChrist,Ihaven'ttoldheranything.howis

shegoingtobehavewhenItellheraboutthe

pregnancy?

tobecontinued..

SIBAHLE:hisheartinahumanform.
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LWETHU.(DON)



Mom stoppedbeingherdramaticselfthenwe

headinsidethehouse,shemadeteaforthe

bothofusliketheoldtimewhereweusedtosit

underthetreeanddrinkteawithNathiwhile

havingbiscuits.

Mom:sowhatbringsyouheretoday?because

you'vebeenscarceshamemntanam

wogqithwanguSiphenathi.

Me:IknowMama,workcanbehecticattimes

butI'llsurethatIvisityouwhenIgettime.

Shenoddedandtookasiponhertea.

Mom:soareyounotgoingtotellmeaboutthis

woman?she'ssurelyfeedingyoubecauseyou

gainedafewkilos.

Ichuckled..

Mom:Comeon,tellMama.

Me:Okay,Yes.Ihavesomeone..hernameis



SibahleConwayandshe'smygirlfriend.

Shesmiledandnodded..

Mom:tellmeabouther,whatshe'slike,isshe

beautiful?

Me:beautifulisanunderstatementMama,she's

sogorgeous.she'sindependent,shehassassy

attitude.shedoesn'ttakeshitfrom anyone

includingme.she'sbeautifulinsideoutman.

Mom:Lookslikeyouhavefoundyourone,and

judgingbyhowyoudescribedher;she'sa

badassandIlikeheralready.whenam I

meetingher?

Me:uhm..howaboutnextweek?

Shesmiledandclappedherhandsin

excitement.

Mom:I'm sohappy,I'vebeenwaitingforthis

moment.atsomepointIthoughtyouwereinto

mensinceyouneverintroducedawomantome,



notthatIwould'vehaveaproblem withthatbut

youknowImeanright?

Inodded..

Mom:I'vemetSiphenathi'sgirlfriend,sucha

beautifulandwonderfulwomanZiyandais.I'm

sureSibahleisalsolikethat.

Me:You'lllikeherdon'tworry.

Mom:Ihopeso,I'm sohappy.Ican'ttotell

Mavis.

Me:Yhohayke.

Shelaughed..

MyphoneranginmypocketasIwasstill

havingteawithMom,Ifisheditoutofmy

pocket.ItwasSiba.

Me:sweetheart

Siba:heybaby,Areyoustillatyourmom's?



Me:Yes,iseverythingokay?

Siba:Yes,everythingisfine.Iwasjustgoingto

saybringpizzaonyourwayback.

Ichuckled..

Me:Alright,I'llbringit.

Siba:You'restar,Iloveyoubye.

Me:Iloveyoutoo,sweetheart.

Shehungup.

IlookedupatMom whowassmilingatme..

Me:What?

Mom:You'resoinlovewiththiswoman,Ican't

waittomeether.

Ismiled..

.

.

.



I'dspentfewhourswithMom thenIdroveback

homewithSiba'spizza.Ididn'twanttoforgetit

becauseshewastotallygoingtogoballisticon

me.onmywayhomeIwasonaphonecallwith

Siba,shewasaskingmeabouthowitwentwith

mymotherandhowdidshereact.shelaughed

soloudwhenItoldheraboutmymother's

dramaticreaction.

Ipulledupathomeandparkedthecaronthe

roundaboutasIheadInside.Sibawaslayingon

thecarpet;readingabook.withapacketof

chipsnexttoher.

Me:Molweniendlini.

Shelookedupatmeandsmiled..

Siba:baby

Shestoodupandcameovertomeandkissed

meonthemouth.



Siba:Imissedyou.

Awarm feelingwarmedmychest,itwassucha

rarefeelings.itwasn'tsexualoranything..it

wasjustloveIhadforthisgorgeouswoman

standinginfrontofme.

Me:Imissedyoutoo,sweetheart.

Icrotcheddowntohertummyandkissedit,

greetingtheminiusinthere.hereyessoftened

withaffectionasshesawmedoingthat.Iwas

alreadyinloveandattachedtothisbaby,beinga

fathertothisunbornbaby,Iwasslowlybut

surelygettingusedtoit.

Me:Iboughtyourpizza.

Siba:Thankyou

Shepeckedmylipsagainandwalkedtothe

kitchenwiththeboxofpizzainherhands.

Siba:baby?



Sheyelledfrom thekitchen..

Me:Yes?

Siba:Nathicalled,Iforgottotellyou.

Me:When?

Siba:Aboutanhourago.

Me:Okay

Nathidoesn'tjustcall,whichmeantitwas

importanttoIwentstraighttomyofficesothat

Icouldcallhim.

•••••

SIBAHLE.(SIBA)

Lwethuhadalreadytoldhermom aboutme,I

alsohadtotellmydadaboutLwethu.hewas

goingtoaskhowwemet;howam Igoingtosay?



am isupposedtotellhim thatLwethuisthe

manthatkilledmylatehusband?orshouldI

hidethatawayfrom him?Ididn'tlikelyingtomy

dadbutthisonewasn'tmeanttobetold.so

tomorrowIwasgoingtodrivedowntomy

father'shousetotellhim thesenews.

Afterdinner,LwethuandItookashower

togetherandbrushedourteeththengot

Undercovers.Iwasreadingabookwhilehe

workedonhisIPad.hisotherhandbrushing

overmytummy.

thisthingofbeingdad,wasslowlygettingto

him.hewasgettingusedtoit.lookedlikehe

wasalreadyattachedtothebaby.

Lwethu:Ihavetobookyouabestgynaecologist

Iknowintown.

Inodded..

Me:TherearefewthatIknow,butI'llcheck.



Lwethu:Okay

Iwasgettingsleepnow,soIclosedthebook

andputitonthepedestal.Lwethuwasstillbusy

withwork.

Me:I'm sleepingnow.

Lwethu:Alright,Goodnightsweetheart.

Me:Goodnightbaby.

Iturnedaroundtogivehim myback,Iturnedoff

thelightonmysidethendriftedofftosleep.

.....

Thefollowingmorning,Iwokeupandgotready

fortheday.Mariapreparebreakfastforusand

weare.IwasgoingtopassbyatworkbeforeI

wentovertodad'shouse,tocheckhowthings

aregoingonmycompany.



Lwethudroppedmeoffatwork,wekissedand

bidgoodbyesthendroveoff.

Around3pm intheafternoon,Igotdonewith

workandaskedSinazotocanceltherestofmy

meetingsasIwasgoingtoseemydad.Ididn't

wanttotellhim thatIwascomingtoIdecided

tosurprisehim.Iboughtmyselfsomethingto

eatbeforeItookthetriptomydad'sestate.

Iwasnervousontheway,Ididn'tknowhowmy

dadwasgoingtoreactbecauseI'dnever

introducedamanhomesoitwasmyfirsttime

butIhadhopeforthebest.

tobecontinued..

Iknowit'ssmall,butIhavecomplicationswith

ChromeIdon'tknowwhat'sgoingon.
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CHAPTER29.

•••••••••••••••••••••••

SIBAHLE.(SIBA)

Iarrivedatmydad'sestateanhourlater.his

guardopenedthegateformeasIdroveinside

andparkedmycar,I'm surehisguardshad

alreadynotifiedhim thatIwastherebecause

whenIgotoutthecarhewasalreadystanding

outsidethedoorwaitingformewithasmileon

hisface..Imissedmydad.Iwalkedovertohim

andgavehim ahug.

Me:heyfather

Hekissedmeonmyforehead..

Dad:hey,sweetheart.longtimenosee.



Me:I'vebeenbusyyouknow.

Dad:Yeahright

Ilaughed..

hewrappedhisarm aroundmyshoulderingas

weheadInside.

Dad:You'reluckybecauseDorahadprepared

dinner.

Me:Nice,ImissedDora'scooking.

Dadledmetothedinningtablethenwetooka

seat.

Me:sohowareyou?

Dad:I'm finebabygirl,howareyou?

Me:I'm good,justmissingyouthat'sall.

hesmiled..

Dad:Imissedyoutoo,sweetheart.how'sthat

friendofyours?what'shernameagain?

Me:Ziya?



Dad:Yes,howisshe?It'sbeenawhileIlast

sawher.

Me:She'sgood,evenherbusinessisblooming

now.

Dad:I'm soproudofyougirls.

Me:Thankyou,dad.

Dorabroughtdinnertothetable,drinksaswell

butIcouldn'tdrinkwine..sojuiceforme.

Dad:detoxing?

henoddedatmyglassofjuice.

Me:aboutthat,Icameheretotalktoyouabout

something.

Dad:Okay?

Itookadeepbreathandrubbedmyhands

together..

Dad:Comeon,youcantalktomeabout



anythingright?

Inodded..

Me:Amonthago,Imeetsomeone.

Dad:Aman?

Inodded..

Dad:Goahead.

Me:ImeetthismanandIfellinlovewithhim.

Dadsmiledandbrushedhishandovermine..

Dad:That'sgoodnewsbaby,whywereyou

scaredtotellme?Loveisabeautifulthingand

everyonedeservestoexperienceit.You'restill

youngtogiveuponlove.howdidyoumeethim?

Hereitgoes..

Me:YourememberwhenItoldyouthatIwas

goingtoinvestigateSiya'sdeath?

HenoddedlisteningintentivelytowhereverI

hadtosay..



Me:SimaandSakhi,Siya'sbrothers.cameover

tomyhousethisotherdayandthreatenedme

intohelpingthem toavengetheirbrothers

death.

Dad:What?

Hisfacebecamehardinasplitofasecond,he

wassoAngry..

Me:Dad.Dad..letmefinish.TheysaidthatI

shouldgotothemanwhokilledSiyaandget

closetohim sothathecouldfallinlovewithme.

Dadwasbreathingfire,hewaslividbutheheld

himselfsincehewantedmetofinishtellinghim

this..

Dad:pleasetellmeyoudidn'tagree.

Me:Iwantedtobuttheysaidtheyweregoingto

killyouifIdon'tagree,Icouldn'tletyoudiedad.

You'reallthatIhave..soIhadnochoicebutto

agree.



Insteadofbeingsoftenedbymywordshe

lookedmoreangry.

Dad:AreyoucrazyJasmine?Youarefucking

outofyourdamnmind?Whatifthisdudekilled

youhuh?WhatwasIgoingtodo?JasmineI'm

yourfatherforheaven'ssake.I'm theonewho

shouldbetakingrisksforyou,I'm theonewho

shouldbedyingforyoubecauseyou'remybaby

girl!Myonlychild.

Tearsburnedatthebackofmyeyes,Ihad

neverseenmydadthisangry.hewastotally

breathingfire.

Me:Dad-

Dad:Shutup!shutthefuckup!whatwereyou

thinking?Whendidyoustartbeingstupid?What

ifthatmankilledyou?

Me:itdoesn'tmatteranymorebecausewefellI

inlovewitheachother!



Hestoppedshoutingimmediately..

Dad:What?repeatwhatyoujustsaid.

Me:Icouldn'tgoonwiththemission,wefell

inlovewithiteachother.

Dad:Jesus

Heranhishandalloverhisfaceandsighedlike

hewasdefeated..

Dad:We'regoingtotalkaboutthistomorrow,

You'resleepingheretonight.

hepushedthechairbackandstoodupthen

walkedaway..

Me:butDad-

Dad:mywordisfinal,earlyinthemorningI

wantyouhere.

Me:Wow

Iwatchedhim ashewalkedupthestairs..

EventhoughIhadnoappetiteforfoodbutIhad



toeatsinceIwasn'talonenow.therewas

someonegrowinginsideme.Idishedupfor

myselfandate.

.

.

.

ThenextmorningIwaswokenupbyLwethu's

phonecall.Isatupstraightbeforeanswering

thephone.

Me:baby

Lwethu:Uphi?(Whereareyou)

Alright,no'hellosweetheart'orsomething?

Me:I'm atmydad'shouse.

Lwethu:Andyoudidn'thavethedecencytolet

meknow?Icalledyouseveraltimesyesterday

youdidn'tpickupyourphone.whatthefuckis



wrongwithyou,Sibahle?

Me:baby-

Lwethu:Iwasworriedsickaboutyou,Icouldn't

sleepyesterdaybecauseyouweren'tpickingup

yourphone.Sibadon'tbereckless..it'sno

longeraboutyouonly,there'sababyinthe

picture!

Me:I'm sorryokay?Ishould'vecalledyoubutit

slippedmymindsinceIwasstressedaboutmy

dad.thingsdidn'tgoasplanned.

Lwethu:WhatHappened?

Isighed..

Me:Itoldhim everything,heaskedhowwemet

andIhadnochoicebuttotellhim.

Lwethu:I'm sorrybaby,shouldIcomethereto

talktohim?

Me:No..I'lltrytotalktohim youknow,maybe

atsomepointhewillunderstand.



Lwethu:Ihopeso.

Me:I'm sorryfornotgettingbackatyoulast

night.

Lwethu:I'm gladthatyou'reokay,Iwasso

worried.don'teverdoitagainokay?

Me:Iwon't

Lwethu:Okay,Iloveyoubothofyou.

Me:Thefeelingismutualbaby.

Helaughed..

Lwethu:seeyoulater

Me:bye

Ihungup..

Dad:canIcomein?

Ilookedupathim,hewasstandingattheatthe

door.



Me:heydad,howlonghaveyoubeenstanding

there?

Dad:longenough,wasthathim?

Inodded..

hesteppedinsideandcameovertothebed,he

satdownattheedgeofthebedandlookedat

me.

Dad:I'm sorryaboutmyoutburstfrom

yesterday,Iwasangrythatyoudidn'tcometo

meandtoldmethatsomeonewasgivingyou

trouble.that'swhatfathersareforright?

Me:IknowandI'm sorry.

Dad:LastnightIthoughtthingsthrough,trying

tokeepanopenmindtoyoursituationandtry

tounderstandfrom yourperceptive.I'm a

parentandit'severyparent'sdream toseetheir

childrenhappy,toseetheirchildrengetting

marriedtoamanwhoisworthyofher-aman

whowillloveandprotectyouwitheverythinghe



has.Jasmineyou'reyoung,Yourhusbanddied

butthatdoesn'tyoushoutgiveuponlove,

there'ssomeoneouttherewhowillloveand

appreciateyou.Andifthismanistheonethen

youhaveallmyblessingsbaby,Ilovetosee

youhappyyouknow.

Me:Thankyousomuchdad,Itrulyappreciate

this.Iloveyousomuch.

Dad:Comehere

Imovedclosertohim andhuggedhim..

Dad:Iloveyoutoo,babygirl.Yourmothermust

beproudofyou.

Me:Iknowright?

Hesmiled..

Dad:sowhenam Imeetingmysonin-law?

Me:howaboutnextweek?

Dad:Great!Let'sgo,Dorahasalreadyprepared

breakfast.



Me:okay,I'm rightbehindyou.

•••••

LWETHU.(DON)

Sibawasrecklesswhenupset,shetendedto

forgetsomethings.LastnightIwassoworried

aboutherwhenshedidn'tcall,becauseasfar

asIknewshewassupposedtobecomingback

lateronbutshenevershowedup,Ithought

somethinghadhappenedtoherbutthetracking

deviceonherankletoldmeexactlywhereshe

wasbutstillsheshould'veletmeknow.

AfterthatconversationIhadwithherthis

morning,Iwokeupandgotreadyforwork.I

wasthinkingofquittingthebusinessandfocus



onmylegitones..beinginthiskindofbusiness

whileyouhaveakidcanbedangerousasFuck.

Whensomepeoplewannagettoyou,theytake

yourfamilyoryourchildrentomakeyou

surrenderbecausetheyknowyou'lldowherever

ittakesforyourchild.IknewthatNathiwasn't

goingtobehappyaboutthisbuthehadno

choicebuttoacceptbecauseIwasleaving

whetherhelikeditornot.Iarrivedatthe

warehouseandheadtoNathi'soffice,Iknocked

twicethenheletmein.

Me:bawo

Nathi:Awe

Wefist-bumped,thensatdown..

Nathi:Ithoughtyouaren'tcomingtoday.

Me:Iwasn'tbutIneededtotalktoyouabout

something.

Nathi:Okay?



Me:I'm quittingthebusiness.

Nathi:Whichone?Thisoneoryours?

Me:Thisone

Nathi:Why?

Me:Ican'ttellyouthereasonbutI'm quitting.

Nathi:Don,Youknowthingsain'tbeingdone

likethat.Youdon'tquitwheneveryoufeellikeit.

Me:IknowthatbutIhaveto.

Nathi:Tellmeonereasonable-reasonwhy

you'requitting.

Me:Sibaispregnant,Ihaveakidontheway.

YouknowthedangersofthislifestylesoIcan't

putmykidthroughthat.

Nathi'sfacesoftenedlikehewasn'tangry

minutesago..

Nathi:Sibaispregnant?You'regoingtobea

dad?



Inoddedwithapridefulsmileonmyface.I

couldn'twaittomeetthatlittleus.

Nathicameovertomeandhuggedme..

Nathi:Congratulationsbrother,foraminuteI

thoughtyouwereablankshooter.

Welaughed..

Me:Fuckoff!

Nathi:I'm sohappyforyoubawo,you'regoing

tobeagreatdadtothatkid.Ican'tbelieveI'm

goingtobeanuncle.

Me:Yeah,acorruptunclewho'sgoingto

corruptmykid.anywayyoucan'ttellanyone

aboutthisevenZiyaokay?

hestretchedhishead..

Nathi:Thisisgoingtobealittlehard..Ican't

promisethatIwon'tblurtitoutwhenshe's

hittingall-

Me:Toomuchinfo,justcallthemeetingI'll



breakthenewsmyselftothecrew.

Hesighed..

Nathi:thisisnotgoingtoendwellbawobut

okay.

Me:Thankyou

.

.

.

beforeIdrovestraighthome,Ipassedbythe

malltobuysomethingniceforSibawhenI

cameacrossababyshop.wheretheysellall

babyclothes.Idecidedtogoinside..myeyes

fellintothislittleyellowcutebabyromperby

thedoor,itwassosmallandcute-Itookitand

staredatit.



Voice:firsttimedad?

Saidaman'svoicebehindme,Iturnedaround.

Itwasthisfamouslawyer-QamataBrunoDala.

Me:Yeah,itfeelssoweirdbutgoodatthesame

time.

Bruno:Iwaslikethatatmyfirstchild,ittook

awhileformetogetusedtothedrillbutonthe

secondpregnancyitwasokay.

Me:isittruethatpregnantwomancriesalot?

helaughed..

Bruno:Youhavenoidea!Hlobanisawascrying

ateverylittlething,nobaakakwaziunxiba

isihlanguuyakhalabutit'sallworthitattheend.

Me:JesusChrist,I'm intheshit.

L

Helaughed..

Bruno:somuchshit,letmeleaveman.I'llsee



youaround.

Me:Sharp.

hewalkedawaygoingtohisheavilypregnant

wifewhowasstandingwithalittlegirl.

Ipayedfortheromperthenheadhome.

WhenIarrivedathome,Sibawascookinginthe

kitchenwhilesippingjuiceinawine'sglass.

shame,shemissedherwine.

Me:Molobaby.

Shelookedupandmeandsmiled..

Siba:heylove,uvelaphi?(Whereyoucoming

from)

Me:IwenttoseeNathi,Iboughtyousomething.

Siba:Okay,letmesee.

Iwenttotheshoppingbagsandtookthecute

romperandshowittoher.



Siba(teary):ohmyGodbaby,it'ssocute

nxapona!

HereitgoesLadiesandgentlemen,exactly

whatBrunotoldmeabout!

tobecontinued..

SIBAHLE:hisheartinahumanform.

CHAPTER30.

•••••••••••••••••••••••

LWETHU.(DON)

Afterdinner,SibaandIwenttobedearlysince

wehadnothingtodo.wewerelayinginbedasI

wasrubbingherfeetwhileshewasreadinga

book.theseareoneofthemomentsIliked



whenwe'retogether,justlayinginbedand

talking..Ithinkit'squitebetterthansexyou

know.

Siba:baby?

Me:mh?

Siba:Whatarewegoingtonameourbaby?we

don'thavenamesyet.

Me:Ihaven'tgivenitmuchthoughtyazibaby,

butwestillhavemoretimetothinkaboutthem

andbesideswedon'tthegenderyet.let'sjust

waittoknowthegenderfirstthenwe'lltakeit

from there.

Shenodded..

Siba:Okay

Me:I'm quittingmysecondjob.

Sheremovedthebookfrom herfacesothat

shecouldlookatme..



Siba:really?why?

Me:Ihaveakidontheway,beinginthat

businesswhileyou'repregnantisvery

dangerous.onewrongmove,they'retargeting

youorthebabysoIcan'tputmyfamilythrough

that.

Shelookedatmewiththeeyeslacedwithlove,

Iloveditwhenshelookedatmelikethis.likeI

wastheonlymanforher-theonlymanshe

everloved.

Siba:Iloveyoubaby,doyouknowthat?

Thatwarm feelingenteredmychestagain,it

feltsogoodtobelovedbythiswomanandI

lovedherback.

Me:Iloveyoutoo,somuch.Iwilldoanything

foryouandthelittleonehere.

Isaidplacingmyhandonherstomach,she

wasn'tshowingyetbutinmymindshewas

alreadybig.IneverthoughtthatIlovesomeone



elsemorethanmebuthopefullywhenmychild

gethereI'llloveherorhim morethantheirmom.

Sheplacedherbookonthepedestalnexttothe

bedandcrawledtomethenlayedontopofme

andgaveasoftkissonthemouth.

Siba:Mydadcan'tmeetyou.

Ismiled..

Me:mymom too,shewassohappytohear

thatIhavesomeoneIloveimaginewhenshe

hearsthatshe'sgoingtobeagrandma.

Siba:Ican'tevenimagine.

Ipeckedherlips.

Sheranherfingersonmychesttomytorso,I

knewexactlywhatshewastryingtodosoIlet

herbe.

Siba:howaboutweplay?I'm sobored.

Icouldn'thelpthegrinfrom appearinginmylips.



Me:MissConway,You'resonaughty!

Shesmiledandwinkedatme..

Siba:Youknowme.

Ichuckledshookingmyheadbeforecupping

herfaceandkissedher.

.

.

.

.

ThefollowingmorningIwaswokenupby

Nathi'scall,IgentlyputSibaonhersideofthe

bedandgotoutofbedtotakethephonecall.

Me:bawo

Nathi:shomninawa,ugrand?(Areyougood)



Me:zonkezihambangoline.(everythingis

good)

Nathi:Sharp,Icalledmeetingwiththecrew,

tomorroweveningatthewarehouse.

Me:Sure

Nathi:bringyourgunover,Youknowthesekind

ofmeetingdon'tlikelygowell.

Isighed..

Me:Can'ttheyjustacceptthatI'm quitting.

Nathi:Youknowthatthingsfrom the

undergrounddon'tworklikethat,thosepeople

havemindsoftheirown.

Me:fuckedupminds,yousay.

Nathi:Yeah,how'sSibahleandmyniecein

there?

Ichuckled..

Me:Sibaisfine,andwhosaidmychildisashe?



Itcouldbeahe.

Nathi:Icouldfeelitinmyveins.

Me:Yeahright.

Nathi:Anyway,mninawaIwantedtotalktoyou

aboutsomething.

Me:I'm listening.

Nathi:IwasthinkingofproposingtoZiyaafter

youhaveannouncedthenewsaboutyourchild.

Idon'twanttostealyourshine.

Me:Really?

Nathi:Yes..I'vebeenthinkingaboutitlately.

Me:That'sgoodnewsbroandI'm happyforyou

butyouwon'tbestealingmyshine,Youknow

mom isgoingtobehappyaboutthebothofus.

Nathi:Iknowthatbutyourdayissupposedto

bespecialbecausewe'regoingtohavealittle

Makhubalorunningaroundhere.



Ismiled..

Me:alrightIgetyourpoint,Ziyawillsurelyagree

tomarryyou.thewomanlovesyou.

Nathi:Iknow,Iwillseeyoutomorrowman.

Me:Sho

Ihungup.

WhenIturnedaround,Sibawasawake.her

handrubbinghertummywhiletheotherone

rubbedbethesleepoffhereyes.Icrawledto

herandkissedher.

Me:Morning,babymomma.

Shesmiled..

Siba:Morningbabydaddy,talkingbusinessthis

early?

Me:Youknowme,whatdoyoutohavefor

breakfast?



Siba:Justfruitsaladwithyoughurt,Idon'thave

muchappetite.

Me:comingrightup.

•••••

SIBAHLE.(SIBA)

Ihaven'tbeentoworkforaweeknow,Yes.I

waspregnantbutIcouldn'tletmycompany

sunkdown.soIdecidedthatIwasgoingto

checkintoday.

LwethuwassulkingallmorningsinceIwas

goingbacktoworkandgoingbacktomyhouse

sincethedrivefrom heretothecitywasfar.

AndbesidesIwastooyoungtocohabiteven

thoughIlikedsleepingandwakingupnextto

myman.



Lwethu:baby,areyousureaboutthis?

Irolledmyeyes..

Me:IhavebeenstayingatmyhousesinceIwas

21,sodon'tworryaboutmeI'm abiggirl.

hesighed..

Lwethu:sweetheart,don'tforgetthatI'm

quittingthebusiness.mostpeoplewon'tbe

happyaboutthis,onewrongmovethey'reafter

youandIwon'tbbrtheretoprotectyou.

Istoppedpackingandwenttositonhislap

thenkissedhim..

Me:I'llbefine.

Lwethu:Promisemethatyouwillcallevery

nightbeforeyousleepandeverymorningwhen

youwakeup.

Me:Ipromiseyou.



Lwethu:Iloveyoubaby,I'lltotallygocrazyif

anythinghappenstoyouandbabycoming.

Me:Iknow,andthat'swhyIloveyoutoo.

.

.

.

WhenIarrivedatConwayvineryards,Sinazo

wasthefirstonetogushoverme.

Sinazo:OhmyGod,Siba.You'resobeautiful

andyou'reglowinggirl.istheanyspecialMrwe

don'tknowabout?

Igiggled..

Me:StopitSinazo.

Sinazo:it'sokayifyoudon'twannasharethe

news,Ziyaisalreadyatyouoffice.

Me:Okay.



Iwalkedtotheelevatorandheaduptomy

office.ZiyawasseatedonmychairwhenI

steppedinsidetheroom.

Me:feelingthepowerseat?

Shelookedupatmeandscreamedrunning

towardsme.

Ziya:Ohmygosh,lookatyou!aroundof

applauseLadiesandgentlemenforDon.he

knowshowtotakecareofawoman.

Ilaughed..

Ziya:Comeon,tellmeeverything.it'sbeena

whilegirl,thewayuglowangakhona.Onewould

swearyou'repregnant.

Igiggled..ifyouonlyknew.

tobecontinued..
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ZIYANDA.(ZIYA)

Iwaslayingonthebed,asIwatchedNathi

gettingdressed..hesaidhewasgoingto

meetingwhichhedidn'tsayitisaboutwhat.he

lookedsogoodIalmostdidn'tbelievehim that

hewasgoingtothisso-calledmeeting.he

lookedatmethroughthemirroraswelocked

eyes..

Nathi(smiling):Whyareyoulookingatmelike

that?

Ishrugged..



Me:Nothing..I'm justadmiringwhat'smine.

Nathi:I'm yours,huh?

Me:Awuyazi?(don'tyouknow)

Igotoffthebedandheadtohim andhugged

him from andkissedhisneck.

Me:Iloveyou,baby.

Nathi:Iloveyoutoo,mntuwam.

Ismiledathim..

WhenhedumpedmeforbeingloyaltoSibaI

neverthoughtthatwemightbebacktoeach

other.Ithoughtheneverlovedmeanymore.

Nathi:baby,whatareyourthoughtsabout

Marriage?doyouwantfamilyinthefuture?

Me:honestly,atfirstIneverwantedkids

becauseIthoughteverymanwillbelikemydad.

Runawayfrom yourresponsibilitysoIwouldn't

wanttoputmykidsthroughthatbutasyears

passedbyIstartedtoseethatnoteverymanis



likemydad.hewasjustabastardwhohadno

backbone.sotoansweryourquestion;YesI

wouldliketohaveafamilyandkidsinthe

future.

heturnedaroundandwrappedhisownarms

aroundmywaistthenkissedme.

Nathi:Ihearyou,andIgottagonow.I'llbeback

beforeyouknowitokay?

Inodded.

Me:bringmesomethingonyourwayback.

hekissedmeagainbeforeinsertinghisgun

behindhiswaistthengrabbedhiscarkeysand

headoutthehouse.Iwalkedtothedoorand

lockedbehindhim thenwenttoget

UndercoversandwatchedTV.

••••



SIBAHLE.(SIBA)

Lwethucalledmeanhouragobeforemydad

called,sayingthathewasofftothemeeting

thatwasgoingtoheldintheirunknownplace.

honestlyIwasworriedabouthim,Ididn'tknow

anythingaboutgangsterism butallIknewis

thattheydangeroussoIhadtobeworried

abouthim andkepthim onmyprayers.

Itwasaround9pm intheevening,Ijustgotoff

aphonecallwithmydad.IthoughtIwasgoing

tosleepafterbutIwasn'tsleepy..Itried

watchingTVorreadingabookbutnothing

helped.IguessedIwasinsomnia.

sosinceIwasn'tsleepyoranything,Idecidedto

putonsomemusicandcleanedaroundthe

house.itwasalittlebitdusty,ithadn'tbeen

hereinaweeksothat'swhy.AsIwasstill



cleaningaroundIcameacrossaboxthatIput

underthetable.Ithadmylatehusband'sphotos

andhisotherthings,Ihadthem removedfrom

mysightbecauseIdidn'twanttolookatthem

andrememberedwhatIwentthroughwhenhe

died.Ibroughthispicturetomylipsandkissed

it.

Me:I'm sorry.

Iwasinlovewithhisenemy,hiskiller.Iwas

supposedtoavengedorfindJusticeforhim but

insteadIfoundlove.Amanwholovedmewith

everythinginhim andIlovedhim back,I

wouldn'ttradehim foranything.Iputthepicture

backinsidetheboxthenshovedtheboxagain

underthetable.

Aftercleaning,Ididn'tdomuchofajobbecause

IwasgettingtiredeasilybutIhavetried.Iwent

totakeafleecefrom thebedroom andmybook

thensatonthecouchinfrontofthetvand

continuedtoreadwhereIstoppedtheother



night.

••••

LWETHU.(DON)

NathiandI,arrivedthesametimeatthe

warehouse.othercarswerealreadyhere,

waitingforus.Igotoutofthecaraswehead

insideandgotescortedbythesecurities.we

tooktheelevatortothetopfloorwhereallour

meetingsareheldat,itwasbeautifulroom that

hadabigglasswindowthathadagreatviewof

thecity.

Nathi:Ihaveabadfeelingaboutthis.

hesaidaswewalkedthroughthepassage.



Me:We'realreadyhere,wecan'tturnbackknow.

it'snowornever.

Isighed..

Nathi:I'm justconcernedthat'sall,because

Ludwewon'ttakethiswell.

Ludwedandalawasanotherruthless

motherfuckerthatwasbayingformybloodbut

hecouldn'tkillme.

Nathi:Justbecareful.

Thedoorsslideopenaswesteppedinsidethe

room,allthemeninthecrewwasalready

waitingwiththeglassesofscotchintheir

hands.

Me:Gentlemen.

Ludwe:it'squiterudetokeepuswaiting,

punctualityisimportantforamanlikeyou.

Nathi:JustshutthefuckupLudwe!



heraisedhishandsinsurrenderthensatdown.

weallsataroundthebigcouchthat

accommodatedallofus.tobehonestIwas

nervousaboutwhatwasIgoingtodo.Sibaand

babycoming'sliveswerelyingonmyhands

now.that'swhyIprayedthateveryoneagrees

thatIwasleaving..it'snotlikeIwasleaving

withsomethingthatbelongedtothem right?

butyouneverknowwhenitcametothesemen.

Me:Gentlemen,thankyouallforbeinghere

today.Iknowsomeofyouhaveshittodobut

you'rehere.

Blade:Justgettothefuckingpoint,Don.

Istaredathim intheeye..

Me:Don'teverfuckinginterruptmewhenI

speak,doyouunderstand?

Hiseyesnarrowedinannoyancebeforehe

answeredme.



Blade:Iunderstand.

Me:Good,asIwassaying..nottowasteany

timemakingmyspeechlong.I'm resigning

from thebusiness,lettingmybrother;Nathi

takeoverandcontinuetosailthisship.

Theroom fellintodeepsilence,tensionarises

aroundus.theyweren'thappyaboutthisandI

knewittoobutIwantedsomeonetospeakup.

Me:Nathisverycapableondoingthisthing

that'swhyI'm lettinghim dothis.

TheywerestillquietandIwasrunningoutof

patiencenow,Iwasabouttosaysomething

elsewhenLudwespokeup.

Ludwe:Givemeonereasonable-reasonyou're

quitting.Ifnot,allthemeninthering.

Itookadeepbreath,IknewLudwewasgoingto

bedifficultaboutthis.Icouldn'tletthem know



thatIhadakidontheway.thatwasbringing

dangertomySibaandbabycoming.soIguess

allthemeninthering-whereeveryonefightto

death.LudwewantedmeinaringandIwas

goingtodowhateverittooktoprotectmylittle

family.

Nathistaredatmewithsympathywrittenall

overhisface,hewasbeggingmewithhiseyes

nottodothis.butImadeupmymind.

Me:We'regoingtothering.

Ludwecouldn'tstopthesmirkonhisface..

Ludwe:I'm goingtoenjoykillingyou.

tobecontinued..

SNEAKPEEK!

"Pleasedon'tdothis.."Ibeggedthispieceof

shitontopofme,Iwaslayinginthefloor;inthe



poolofmyownblood.thosesickbastardshad

theirwaywithme.theyrearrangedmyface..

theybeatmeblackandblue.butIwasgrateful

foronethingthattheydidn'ttookadvantageof

meandviolateme.

It'sbeen2dayssinceI'vebeenhere,praying

thatLudwewillcomeandrescuemetothishell

hole.

"Pleasedon'tdothistome.."Iwasahardcore

woman,nevercriedeasilybutrightnow?mylife

wasathereandI'lldoanythingtogetout-even

ifIbeggedthissickbastard.heslappedme

hardacrossthefaceasmyfaceturnedwithhis

bigpalm."Ilikeitwhentheybeg.."hisgrinso

wideinhisfacethatwasfullofscars.

hewassick.

TearsburnedatthebackofmyeyesandItried

towigglemyselfoffhim.heforcefullypreadmy

legsapartandpositionedhimselfbetweenas



hewasbucknaked.myeyeglanceddownathis

dickthatwassosmallandcoveredinpubic

hair..itwasadisgustinglittlethinganditwasa

disappointmentcomparedtoLudwe's.

herippedmyunderwearapartandhishand

touchedmysex."sobeautifulandsmall.."I

wascryingmessasIwatchedthismanviolate

me,hewasbreakingme."Pleasedon'tdothis

tome..I'm beggingyou"Itriedtoscream butno

onewasgoingtohearmeandheknewittoo

that'swhyhewassorelaxedintryingtorape

me."Ludwedandalawillkillyoufortouching

hiswoman.."Iwastakingmychancesherebut

atthementioningofLudwe'sname,theguy

stilled..likehewasfrozeninplace."Ifyoulet

mego,Iwon'ttellLudwethatyoutriedtorape

meandIwilltellhim nottokillyou.pleasejust

don'tdothistome.."beingrapedwasmy

biggestfearofthem all.Zoladidenoughofthat



andIcouldn'tletthisuglydothis.helookedat

me,consideringmywords.hewasabouttotalk

whenavoiceIlongedtohear.

"Lethergo,ifyouknowwhat'sgoodforyou.."
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LWETHU.(DON)

IknewchoosingtofightLudwewasabadidea,

averybadideabutIpromisedmyselfthatI'll

neverletanythinghappentothem.I'llliterally

doanythingtoprotectbothofthem.IfIhadtold

them myreasonsofquittingtheyweregoingto

goAfterSibaandthat'sthelastthingIneeded

inmylife,wastolosethem.Iwasnervous

aboutthisfight,Iwasn'tscaredofLudwe.Iwas

scaredofnotmakingitoutalive.Iwasscared

thatifIdie-Sibawouldraiseourchildalone.I



wouldnevergetachancetomeetmychild,hold

him orherinmyarmsorgivethem akissfor

thefirsttimebuttherewasnothingIcoulddo.I

didwhatanymanwoulddofortheirfamily.

LudweandI,weren'tgoingtofightthesame

day.weweregoingtodoitthefollowingdayso

IhadachancetotalktoSiba,Iwouldbeluckyif

ImadeitoutalivebecauseIknewhowrough

andintenseringfightswere.it'swherebloodis

shed,it'swhereyoufightfofdeathandyour

skullcrusher.forthefactthatLudweismostly

knownasaskullcrushermademecringeina

way.butIwasamanwhowoulddoanythingfor

hisfamily.

OnourwayhomeIdrovewithNathi,Jakewas

goingtocomeandfetchmycarlateron.onmy

wayhome,Nathiwassoquiet..justfocusedon

theroad.



Nathi:Lwethu,don'tdothisbawo.

Isighed..

Me:Notnow,Nathiplease.

Nathi:No!doyouwantSibatoraiseyourkid

alone?doyouwantyourkidtogrowupwithout

afather?

Me:I'm doingwhatI'm supposedtodoNathi,

I'm protectingthem here.IfItoldthose

shitheadswhatmademequitinthebusiness

theyweregoingtotakeSibatohavesomekind

ofleverageonme.Idon'twantmychildtogrow

aroundthattrauma.

Nathi:I'm surethere'ssomethingwecando,

Youknowhowthoseringsfightscanbe.Idon't

wanttoloseyoulikethat.

Hesaidhissentenceinawhisperlikehedidn't

wantanyonetohearus,hisvoicewaslaced

withemotionlikehewantedtocry.Itwasthe

firsttimeIsawNathiemotional..itmademe



feellikeshitbutIhadtodothis.

Me:I'm sorryMkhuluwa,butthisismyfight.

AndI'm goingtofightformyfamilyokay?

hetookadeepbreathe,pullinghimselftogether

beforehegotoverwhelmedbyemotionsagain..

Nathi:Ijustdon'twannaloseyou

Me:Ican'tpromiseyouthatbutI'llfight

knowingthattherearepeoplewhoexpecting

metocomebackhome.

henodded..

Nathi:Iloveyou,mninawa.

Ismiled..

Me:Iloveyoutoo,Mkhuluwa.

NathidroppedmeoffatSiba'shouse.thelights

inherhousewerestillonwhichmeantshewas

stillawake.Iwalkedtothedoorandringthebell.



Secondslater,thedooropenedasSiba

appearedwearingathickwhiterobe.hereyes

werehalfclosedshowinghowsleepyshewas..

whichmeantshedoozedoffinacouch.

Me:sweetheart

Siba:hey,baby.whatareyoudoinghereatthis

time?

Me:doyouhavesomeoneinside?

Siba:What?No!

Me:Thenletmein,wandibuzandingaphandle

ingathiufihlaindodaapha.

Shegiggledasshemovedaside,givingme

spacetogetinandclosedthedoorbehindher.

Siba:there'snoonehere.

ShewrappedherarmsaroundmyneckasI

wrappedmineonherwaist.shegavemeasoft

kissonthemouth.

Siba:What'swrong?



Me:Whatmakesyouthinksomethingiswrong?

Siba:Thandolwethu,Iknowyoudon'tforget

that.Nowtalk!

Isighedandsqueezedherbuttalittle..

Me:Canwesitdownatleast?

Shelookedatmewithconfusionwrittenallover

herfacebutshesatdownanyway.Isatnextto

herandtooherwarm handsintominebeforeI

saidanythingtoher.

Me:Thatmeetingdidn'tgowell.

Siba:WhatHappened?

Me:theyweren'thappyaboutmydecision

speciallyLudwe.heaskedmewhyIwas

squitting,Icouldn'ttellthem sohesuggested

thatwefightinthering.

Siba:ring?fightasinfightwithfistsandkicks?

that'slamenje.

Shelaughedbutherlaughterdieddownwhen



shesawthefacialexpressionIhadonmyface..

Siba:It'snotfunnyright?

Me:Sibahle,beserious.Thisisnotthefightyou

thinkitis.Menfightinthatringtodeath..it's

werepeoplearebeingkilled.

Amusementdisappearedinhereyesasthey

filledwithterrorinasplitofasecond..

Me:IpromisedmyselfthatI'lldoanythingto

protectyouandbabycoming,andIwilldo

exactlythat.

Siba:Don'ttellmeyouagreedtobeinthat

stupidfight!

Icouldn'ttellherthetruth,itwasgoingtobreak

herapartandcausedherthestressshedidn't

needatthemoment.

Me:No,weagreedonsomethingelse.

Reliefreflectedinhereyesbutterrorwasstill

there.



•••••

ZIYANDA.(ZIYA)

Nathiwasn'talright,eversincehecameback

from thisso-calledmeetinghewasn'tokayand

itwasbotheringme.Iwasn'tusedtohim being

likethissoIhadtofindoutwhat'shappening.

hewasintheshower,soIstrippedoffmy

clothesandgotintheshowerbehindand

huggedhislowerback.hewasfacingtheother

side,hishandsonthewallashefaceddown..

Me:What'sgoingonbaby?Youhaven'tbeen

yourselfsinceyoucameback,talktome.

Ikissedthebackofhisneckasmyhand

brushedoverhistightmuscledchest..

Nathi:NothingiswrongI'm fine.



Me:Don'tgivemethatbullshitSiphenathi,I'm

yourwomanandyou'resupposedtotellme

everythingthat'sbotheringyou.butifyoudon't

trustmeit'sfine,Iwon'tdragitoutofyou.

Iremovedmyarmsfrom him asIwasaboutto

headouttheshower,heheldmyhandsand

pulledmybackinside.

Nathi:Fine,I'lltellyou.

Me:I'm listening.

Nathi:Themeetingwewenttoyesterday,itwas

theundergroundmeeting.Lwethuwasgoingto

tellthecrewthathe'sleavingthebusiness.

Me:That'sgoodnewsnje,don'ttellmeyou're

sulkingbecauseofthat.

heshookhishead..

Nathi:No..it'snotthat,themeninthe

undergroundweren'thappyaboutLwethu's

decisionsotheyaskedhim tothem them why



hewasquitting-Lwethucouldn'ttellthem the

reasonbehindhisquittingbecausetheywould

goafterSibasoLwethuhadnochoicebutto

agreetoaringfight.

Me:Ringfight?What'shappeningthere?

Nathi:Menfighttodeathinthere,bloodisshed.

It'sjustintenseandLwethuisfighting

tomorrow.

Me:OhmyGod..uSiba!

Nathi:Iknow

Me:DidLwethutoldheraboutthis?

Heshrugged..

Nathi:Idon'tknow,butknowinghowLwethuis

hewon'ttellSiba.

Me:Jesus,thisisamess.

•••••



SIBAHLE.(SIBA)

Sinazo:Siba,MrNathiMakhubaloisheretosee

you.

Sinazospokethroughtheintercom asIwas

seatedbehindmydeskinmyofficegetting

somepaperworkdone.

Me:Lethim in.

Thiswasafirst,Nathihadnevervisitedmeat

workoratanyplacebefore..Iwonderwhat

broughthim here.

Secondslater,therewasafaintknockonthe

door.

Me:Comein

ThedooropenedasNathisteppedinsidein

jeansandahoodie.hiskindofworkdidn'thave

anydressingcodebuttodayitlookedlikehe



didn'tgo.

Nathi:Goodmorning,bosslady.

IsmiledasIstooduptohughim..

Me:MorningNathi,Whatapleasuretohaveyou

aroundheretoday.

Nathi:Ijustcametocheckhowareyoudoing?

Thisplaceisbigandbeautiful.

Me:Thankyousomuch,Youmaytakeaseat.

hetookaseatappositeme..

Me:Anythingtodrink?

Nathi:I'm fine

hesaidwithafaintsmile,helookedsosadand

exhaustedlikehehasn'tsleptindays.

Me:CutthecrapNathi,Iknowyoudidn'tcome

heretocheckonme.What'sgoingon?

Hesighedandrubbedhishandstogether..

Nathi:Lwethuisabouttodosomethingstupid



anditwillgethim killed.

Thebeatingpaceofmyheartescalatedabit..

Me:Whatareyoutalkingabout?

Nathi:Didn'thetellyouthatthemeetingdidn't

endwell?

Me:Yeshedid,hesaidthemenweren'thappy

buttheyhavereachedtheagreementonhowto

solvethiswithoutgettinginvolvedinaringfight.

Nathilookedatmewithsadnessalloverhis

face..

Nathi:heliedtoyouSiba,he'sgoingtofighthim

inthatring.he'sgoingtofighttodeathinthere.

Myheartsankallthewaytomystomach,asI

felttearsburningatthebackofmyeyes..

Me(whispering):What?

Thiswasn'tHappening!



tobecontinued..
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ZIYANDA.(ZIYA)

NathiwassosurewhatLwethudidn'ttellSiba

abouttheringfightbecauseheknewthatshe

wasgoingtoconvincehim otherwiseandnot

lethim dothat.Nathicouldn'tsleeplastnight,

hewassobotheredandscaredforhisbrother..

Nathilovedhisbrothereventhoughattimeshe

wouldbeannoyedwithhim buthehadhisbest

interestsatheart.

sothatmorningNathiwenttoSiba'scompany

totalktoher-maybeshemightbeableto

convinceLwethunottodothis.hewastotally



walkingintothelion'sdenhewasgoingtoget

killedinthere.

Iwassoscaredformybestfriend,ifLwethu

doesn'tmakeitshewouldraisetheirchildalone.

shewouldbelosinghersecondlove.Andthis

timeshewillgiveuponloveloveforreal,

becauseallofherloverswouldbedying.Iwas

atworkthatmorning,butIcouldn'tfocuson

anything.IwasworriedaboutSibaandLwethu.

Iwascheckingthespa'sbookswhenmyphone

ranginmypurse.Ifisheditoutandanswered.

Me:Siba

Siba:Areyoubusy?

Me:No..why?

Siba:PleasecometomyhouseandhurryIneed

yourhelpwithsomething.

Me:I'm onmyway.



Ihungup..

Igrabbedmypurseandcarkeysthenheadout.

••••

SIPHENATHI.(NATHI)

Iwasrestlessthewholeday,ItriedtoworkbutI

wasfailingdismally.Iwasworriedabout

Lwethu..hewasgoingtowalkintoalion'sden

thiseveningandIwasn'tAlrightwiththat.

LwethuismybrotherandIlovedhim likehell,

eventhoughhewasannoyingattimesbuthe

mysibling.Mymother'slastbornandIcouldn't

letanythinghappentohim buthetoldme

straightupinmyfacethatthiswashisfight,he

couldn'tletmegetinvolvebecausehewas

fightingforhisfamily.



Lwethuwasagoodfighter,heknewhowtouse

hisfistsandkicks.growinguphewasmost

involvedinastreetfight,fightingwasalways

histhingbutIcouldn'tshakeofftheworry.

Ludwewasaskullcrusher..hecrushed

people'sskullswithGusbootsandIcouldn't

losemybrotherlikethatsothat'swhyIwentto

Siba;tryingtogethertotalktoLwethusincehe

wasn'ttakingamycallsortexts.Iknewhe

neededspacetothinkthingsthroughbefore

eveningbutIneededtotalktohim before

eveningarrived.

SibapromisedtotalktoLwethu,butIwasn't

sureifshewasgoingtogetthroughhim

becausehelookedlikehehadmadeuphis

mindthathewasgoingtofightLudwefinish

andklaar..novodosayingwasgoingtoChange

hismindaboutit.

Lwethuwasfuckingstubbornattimes!



•••••

LWETHU.(DON)

Whentheclock9pm intheeveningIwas

alreadyatthewarehouseweretheringwas.I

ignoredNathiandSiba'scallsthewholeday

becauseIknewtheyweregoingtotryand

changemymindbutIhadtodothisbecause

weweren'tgoingtohaveanypeaceanymore.

Ludwewasgoingtocomeafterthem that'swhy

Ineededtokillhim assoonaspossible.The

placewasfullasallthemenandwomen

involvedinthewarehousewereheretowatch

usfight,theywerealreadychattingand

screamingasLudwewalkeddownthestairs

goinginsidethering.hewasinblackjeansand

t-shirtwithsneakers.helookedatmeacross



thecrowdandsmirkedatmethenwinked.

Sickmotherfucker..

NathicametomysideasIwasstarringat

Ludweinthering.hesqueezedmyshoulder..

Nathi:Comebacktous.

Me:YouknowIcan'tpromisethat,butI'lltrymy

best.

henodded..

Me:IfIdon'tmakeitoutalive,LookafterSiba

andmychildforme-

Nathi:Don'tsaysuchthingsLwethu,Justgo.

Me:Ijust-

tearsburnedatthebackofmyeyesasIstared

atSiba'spictureonmyphone.

Thebellachoedallaroundtheroom asit

indicatedthattimewasup,Iwasneededinside

thering.IgaveNathimyphoneandpulledmyt-



shirtovermyheadandwalkeddownthestairs

tothering.

IstoodinfrontofLudweaswestoodinsidethe

ringfacingeachotherintheeye.

Ludwe:ifImakeitoutalive,I'm goingtofuck

yourwomanthenslitherthroat.

Myheartsankallthewaytomystomach,butI

keptmystoicexpressionlikehiswordsdidn't

haveanyeffectonme.

Ludwe:Anylastwords?

Me:Restinhell.

Ithrewapunchonhisfacesohardashe

stumbledback.

Ludwe(smiling):Isthatyougot?Youpunchlike

apussy!

Iheldmyfistsclosetomyfacereadytogive

him anotherblowasIwalkedaroundhim..



hecameclosertomeandpunchmetwiceon

thefaceasIfelldownonmyass.Thefucker

hadhardblows,Igottomyfeetandpunched

him onthestomachtwiceashebentdownin

painbutIbroughthim upwithakickonthe

chestashefelldown.

Thecrowdmadenoiseashefelldown.Iwalked

towardshim andkickedhim multipletimesin

thegutashewasdown.hegrabbedmylegasI

wasabouttokickhim againandpulledme

closertohim asIfelldownonmyback-he

regainedstrengthandgotontopofmeand

punchedmeseveraltimesonmyface.

myfacewasalreadybloodynow,mylefteye

wasslowlyclosingasitswelledup..Itriedto

wigglemyfaceoffhim buthewasstrongon

topofme.

Comeon,Don..Youcandothis.

One.



Two.

Three.

Iturnedhim aroundandhewasundermewith

meontopofhim.Ipinnedhishandsdownwith

mykneesasIpunchedhim hardontheface..

givinghim allmyhardblows.Iwassoangry,all

theangerIhadinsideofmeforhim cameout

asIpunchedhim.

Ipunchedhim forbeingsuchapaintheass.

Ipunchedhim fortryingtomakeSibaasingle

parentandasinglewoman.

Ipunchedhim fortryingtomakemychildgrow

withoutafather.

Ipunchedformakingmebescaredofdying,

somethingIwasneverscaredofbutsincemy

childwasinvolvedIwashellascared.

Wewerebothbloodyandswollennowaswe



didn'tstoppunchingandkickingeachother.I

wasalreadyfeelingmyselfgettingweakand

weaker.

Ludwe:ItoldyouIwasgoingtokillyou!

hethrewahardblowonmytempleasIfelt

myselffallingdownonthefloor,hecameover

andstandoverme..lookingdownatmewitha

smileonhisbloodyface..

Ludwe:I'm goingtocrushyourskullright,any

lastwordsyouwantmetopassovertoMiss

Conway?

Shit.

Me:Youwon'tgetridofmethateasily.

hesmiledandputhisbootonmyhead.

Iwasalreadyacceptedmydeath,asIpeople's

voicesandchantssoundsfaintliketheywere

faraway..hewasabouttostumbhisfeetonhis

headwhengunshotswentoff.



BANG!

BANG!

BANG!

tobecontinued..
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Iclosedmyeyesandaimedstraightintothat

manstandingoverLwethu,Ididn'tcarewhereI

shothim Ijustwantedtodoitandgetoverand

donewith.

BANG!



BANG!

BANG!

Screamsandchantswentloud,peoplewent

crazybecausetheycouldn'tseewhowasshot

theguy.IwasstandingovertheroofasIshot

downathim.Ihadtodoanythingtohelp

LwethuwithZiya'shelp.ItwasluckythatZiya

knewwherethewarehousewassowedrove

here.Whatwashappeningherewassick,who

fightstodeath?thisplacewasfullofsick

bastards.Thenman'sbodyguardswenttohim

andtakehim awayasZiyaandNathirantothe

ringtocheckonLwethuwhowasunconscious

andbloodyashellonthefloor.Iputthegun

behindmywaistthenjumpeddownonthefloor

asIrandownthestairstothering.

Everythingwashappeningsofast,theandrelina

waspumpinginmyblood.



Me(crying):OhmyGodbaby!

ItouchedLwethu'sbloodyfaceonthedusty

floorashelayeddown.

Nathi:Weneedtorushhim tothehospital,his

pulseisveryfaint.

Ziya:Let'strytopickhim up.

Nathi:Siba,goandgetthecarready.

IwasfrozeninplaceasIstaredatLwethuon

thefloor.

Nathi:Sibahle!Snapoutofit!

Igotupfrom thefloorandranoutsideto

Nathi'scarandstartedtheEngine.theycame

outthewarehouseminuteslatercarrying

Lwethu,Iopenedthecarbackseatsothatthey

couldputLwethuinside.

Nathigotinthebackseatwithhisbrotheras

Ziyagotinthepassengerseatwithme.I



startedthecaraswedrovetothehospital.

WearrivedatMelomedhospitalaswetook

Lwethuinside,Doctorsandnursescamewith

thestretcherandlayedhim ontopofit.Iwas

goingtofollowthem whenthedoctorstopped

me.

Doc:Miss,Youcan'tgointhere.stayhere.

Me:but-

Doc:No

Thatranawaywithhim asZiyawalkeduptome

andhuggedme..

Ziya:I'm sorrybabes

IbrokedownonherchestasIcriedmyheart

out.Iwassohurt,Iwasthisclosetolosingthe

loveofmylife..thiswasgoingtobemysecond

timelosingthepersonIlove,firstitwasSiya

nowitwasgoingtobeLwethu.didIhadbad

luckorsomething?



IcriedtillIstruggledtobreath,likeairwasn't

gettingenoughonmylungs.

Ziya:Siba,breathe.

Nathilookedupatusandhurriedtome.

Nathi:What'swrong?

Ziya:She'shavingapanicattack.

Nathi:Shit..ComeonSibahlebreathe!

ItriedbutIwastotallyfailing..

Nathi:breatheSiba,thinkofthebabyplease!

Ziya:thebaby?

OhmyGodmybaby,Itotallyforgottenabout

her..

Itriedtogaspedforairbutnothingwas

happening.Iwasbecomingdizzyanddizzynow.

Ziya:Sibahle!



Thenlightswentoutonme..

•••••

ZIYANDA.(ZIYA)

Alotwashappeninginashortperiodoftime,

therewasn'tachancetogatheryourthoughts

aroundandmakesenseofthings.Lwethuwas

shortandSibawasalsoadmittedinsideafter

hepanicattack..alotwashappeningreally.

IneverreallyaskedNathiwhathemeantwhen

hesaid"thinkofthebaby"toSiba.itmeant

onething;thatSibawaspregnantbutshedidn't

tellme.I'm herbestfriendforgoodness'ssake

butIwasn'tgoingtodwellonthatbecausewe

hadmoreimportantthingstoworryaboutlike



LwethuandSiba'swellness.

NathihadcalledhismotherandSiba'sfatherat

thehospital,hetoldthem whathappenedto

them andtheywereherewithinanhour.Nathi's

motherwasthefirstonetoarrivethenSiba's

fatherarrivedafter.Ihaven'tseenMrConwayin

monthsnow,Theoldmanwasaginglikeafine

wine.youwouldn'tsaythathewasinhis50s.

hewasagoodlookingwhiteman.Nathitold

them whathappenedandNathi'smom was

alreadycryingforhersonandDaughterin-law.I

wascoopedupwithNathiinoneofthebenches,

hehuggedmetightashelayedhisheadontits

Iwasrubbinghisbackallthistime-tryingtobe

comfortingonhim,hewasbrokenbythis.way

toohurtforhisbrotherandSiba,sowasI.

••••



SIPHENATHI.(NATHI)

Wewerestillwaitingforthedoctor'sfeedback

aboutbothofthem.it'sbeen3hourssince

we'vebeenherebutnofeedbackhadbeen

giventous..Iwasslowlybutsurelyrunningout

ofpatience.

MymotherandSiba'sfatherwerehere,Ididn't

knowthatSiba'sfatherwasawhitemanbuthis

surnamewassotelling.hedidn'tlookthatold,

it'slikehewasinhislate40sorsomething-he

wasstillfresh.asthecrybabymymotherwas,

shewasalreadycryingandprayingfortheir

safety.

Afterawhile,thedoctorwalkedtowardsus

holdingaclipboardtohischest.



Doc:MissSibahleConway.

MrCon:She'smydaughter.howisshe?

Doc:Nothingwascriticalwithher,justpanic

attackduetothelotofstressandpanicshe

wasunder.she'sfinenowandawakebutI

wouldadviseforhertostayawayfrom

stressors.It'snotgoodforawomaninher

position.

MrCon:Womaninherposition?Whatdoyou

meanbythat?

Thedoctorsmiled..

Doc:MissConwayisAMonthand2weeks

pregnant.

Mom&MrCon:What?

Theyweresoshocked!

tobecontinued..
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WhenIwokeupIwaslayingonthehospitalbed,

Ididn'tknowhowIendedupherebecauseI

couldn'trememberwhathappened.Iremember

whenIwasstrugglingtobreathlikeIwas

havingapanicattackandthatwasthat.

Doc:WelcomebackMissConway,I'm glad

you'reawake..howareyoufeeling?

Me:Idon'tfeelpainoranythingsoIguessI'm

okay..how'smybaby?

Doc:Yourbabyisgrowingwellandhealthyno



complicationsbutI'llsuggestthatyoustay

awayfrom stress.trytoeathealthyaspossible

andexercisealittleokay?earlypregnancycan

belikelytooccurmiscarriages.

Me:Iunderstand,uhm doccanIaskyou

something?

Doc:Sure

Me:MyboyfriendwasadmittedhereLastnight,

Thandolwethumakhubalo.howishe?

Doc:I'm notonthatsidebutI'llaskaroundfor

you.

Me:Thankyou

Doc:You'rewelcome,doyouhaveagynaso

thatIcouldsendthisprescriptionto?

Me:Iwillgiveyouheremail.

Doc:Thatwouldbehelpful,trytorestokay?

Inodded..



Shetookherclipboardandwalkedoutclosing

thedoorbehindher.Ilayedbackonthepillow

asmyhandswenttotummy.

Iwasgratefulthatmybabywaswelland

healthythroughoutthewholeordealthat

happenedlastnight..shehangedonwithmein

aprocessofsavingdaddy.

Me:heysweetheart,it'smommyhere.I'm sure

thatyoudon'trecognizemyvoicebutyoucan

feelmytouch.It'smyfirsttimedoingthis

becauseit'salwaysdadwhyspoketoyoubut

todayit'smomma.there'snothingmuchtosayI

justwantedtotellyouthatI'm gratefulthatyou

stayedwithmethroughoutwhathappenedlast

night,Ijustwantyoutokeepdoingsobecause

mommaandpapalovesyousomuchandwe

can'twaittomeetyou,wecan'twaittowatch

yougrowupandbeanamazingkidtohave.



Isighedwithtearsburninginmyeyes..

Me:Nowwe'lljustprayandhopethatdaddy

makesitoutaliveandcometobewithus

togethersowecanbeahappyfamily.

Iwipedmytearswiththebackofmyheadas

theykeptonstreamingdown.

Dad:CanIcomein?

Ilookedupathis,hewasstandingbythedoor..

Me:Yes..comeonin.

hesteppedinsidewithhishandsdeepinhis

jeanpockets.helookedquiteyoungfor

someonehisage.hetookaseatonthechair

nexttothebed..

Dad:howareyoufeeling?

Ishrugged..

Me:I'm okay,justworriedaboutLwethu.



Henodded..

Dad:He'samanhewillpullthrough,whydidn't

youtellDadthatyou'repregnant?

Myeyeswiden..howthehelldidheknow?

Dad:Thedoctortoldus,shethoughtweknew

orsomething.

Me:Wewerejustwaitingfortherighttimeto

tellyouguys,thedinnerIinvitedyouinwewere

goingtobreakthenewstoeveryone.

hesighed..

Me:Iknowyoumustbedisappointeddad,I'm

sorry.ababywasn'tpartoftheplanbutIfell

pregnant.

heleanedclosertomeandheldmyhands..

Dad:Jasmine.You're27yearsofage,Youruna

successfulcompanyandyou'reindependent.

youhaveaccomplishedeverythingeveryparent

wanttheirchildtoaccomplishandI'm proudof



you.beingdisappointedinyouisthelastthing

onmymindrightnow.I'm juststressedthatyou

madeagrandpawhenI'm thisyoung.

Igiggled..

Me:Youconsider57asyoung?comeonDad!

Welaughed..

Dad:I'm kiddingbutinhonestspeakingI'm

proudofthewomanyouturnedtobe,I'm sure

thatyourmom istoo.I'm proudtobeyour

fatherandI'm happythatinmonthsoryearsto

comesomeoneisgoingtocallmeGrandpa.

Me:Thankyousomuchforbeingsuchagood

parenttome,bothMamaandYouraisedme

wellandyoucontinuedinbeingthebestfather

tomeevenaftermom wasgone.Iloveyouso

muchdad.

helookedatmeashiseyeswateredalittle,he

stoodupandcameovertohugme..



Dad:Iloveyoutoo,sweetheart.

hegrabbedthebackofmyheadashekissed

myforehead..

Around12midday,thedoctordischargedme.I

drovehomewithDadandZiya,Iwasseatedat

thebackseatwithherasDadwasdriving..

Me:Ziya

Shelookedupfrom herphone..

Ziya:mh?

Me:I'm sorryfornottellingyouthatI'm

pregnant,Iwasjustwaitingfortherighttimeto

breakthenewstoeveryone.

Ziya:butNathiknew.

Ishrugged..

Me:IguessLwethutoldhim.

Ziya:it'sthatwhyhe'squittingthebusiness



right?

Inodded..

Ziya:I'llforgiveyoubecauseyouknowIcan't

staymadatyourcuteface.

Me:Yeahright!

WedroppedZiyaoffatNathi'splaceaswe

headtomyhouse.whenwearrivedathome,I

tookashowerandworewarm clothesthen

headdownstairstopreparesomethingfordad

andIashewasfresheningupupstairsinoneof

theguestrooms.

••••

SIPHENATHI.(NATHI)

IwenthomealonetofreshenupandeatsinceI



wasgoingtoseeLwethuagainintheafternoon.

Ziyastayedbehindbecauseshewasgoingto

leavewithSibaandherfather.mymotherwent

homesinceshewastoosadforcompany,and

shewasgoingtoseeLwethuTomorrow.

WhenIarrivedathome,Ziyahadn'tarrivedyet

soItookashowerthenwentbacktothe

kitchentopreparemyselfsomethingtoeat.

IsatdownonthebarstoolasIateandalso

gettinglostinmythoughts.

IalmostlostLwethulastnight,Iwasstill

shakenbythatthought..Lwethuistheonly

brotherIhad,Ilovedhim eventhoughhewas

annoyingtimesbuthewastheonlysiblingIhad.

Ifitwasn'tforSibaandZiyaforthinkingfastwe

wouldtalkingsomethingelsenow.I'llnever

forevergratefulforwhattheydid,Iwas

ashamedtoadmitthatIwaswrongaboutSiba.



sofuckingwrongabouther.

Ziya:baby?

Isnappedoutofmythoughtsatthesoundof

hervoice..

Ziya:Areyouokay?

Isighed..

Ziya:suchastupidquestiontoask..comehere.

Sheopenedherthickarmsforahugasshe

walkedtowardsme.Iscootedclosertoheras

wehuggedeachothertight.

Ziya:I'llalwaysbehereforyouokay?Iloveyou.

Me:Iloveyoutoo,baby.

••••



ZIYANDA.(ZIYA)

Afterthenapwetook,wewokeuparound5pm

intheeveningandfreshenedup.wehad

somethingtoeatthenwewenttofetchSibaat

herhouse.weparkedoutsidethegateasI

calledhertocomeout.

Shecameoutwearingblackleggingswitha

whitebaggyshirtandsneakers.shehadablack

leatherbaginherhands..shegotinsidethecar,

herperfumeimmediatelylingeredalloverthe

car..

Siba:Molweni.

Me:hibabes

Nathi:Sibahle.

Me:What'sinthebag?

Siba:Lwethu'sclothesandtoiletries,pyjamas

andhisfavouritemeals.



Me:Yazithatmotherfuckerissoluckytohave

you,Ihopeheappreciatesthat.

Nathi:he'sdamnlucky.

Sibasmiled..

Siba:Let'sgoguys.

Shameman,shewassoeager..

Wearrivedathospitalthenweheadinside,

Nathitalkedtoherreceptionistthenshecalled

Lwethu'sdoctor.wesatonthebenchesaswe

waitforthedoctorwhoarrivedminuteslater

withtheclipboardonherchest..

Doc:Ladiesandgentleman.

wegreetedback..

Doc:I'm doctorMzinga,canwegoandtalkto

myoffice?

Nathi:Sure,afteryou.



weallheadtothedoctorsofficeandtookseats.

Doc:MrMakhubalo'scaseisstillbittricky,the

manhasmanybrokebonesandribcages.Also

hisjaw.hisbodysuccumbedtolotofpain.his

conditionisverycriticalandheneedstobe

watched24/7becausehegetsseizureevery

nowandthenbutwe'lltrytofigureoutonhow

tohelpin.

Siba:ishegoingtobealright?

hervoicewassodown,lacedwithpain.

Doc:Ican'tpromiseanythingMissbutwe'llall

thebestwecouldtohelphim butIsuggestyou

guystoprepareyourselvesforanything..

Siba(teary):ohmyGod!

Thiswasbad,verybad..

tobecontinued..



SIBAHLE:hisheartinahumanform.

CHAPTER36.
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SIPHENATHI.(NATHI)

Wewereseatedonthebenchesoutside

Lwethu'sward,waitingforSibatocomeoutso

thatwecangoinsidetoo.afterthedoctor's

feedbackSibahleaskedtoseehim;shewas

barelyokay..sowewere.Icouldn'tbelievethat

thesituationwasthisbad,butwhatam Isaying?

thesepeoplefoughtforlikeanhourifnottwo.I

wasworriedandsadatthesametime,hoping

andprayingthatLwethumakesitouttherealive

-Sibaandhisunbornkidneededhim andhe

hadtocomeback.



Mom gotinsideandcamestraighttousand

greeted.sadnesswrittenalloverherface.She

tookaseatnexttoZiya..

Mom:How'sLwethu?diddoctorssaidanything?

IsighedbeforesayinganythingbecauseIknew

thatshewon'ttakethesewell.Itoldherwhat

thedocsaid,Itoldherwordtowordashis

wordsrepeatinmymindlikeabrokenrecord..

Mom(teary):Umntanam,Siphenathi!

Ziyascottedclosertoherandside-huggedher

asacomfortinggesture..

Me:Lwethuisafighter,Mama.hewillbefine.

Ibarelybelievedthosewordsastheycameout

ofmymouth..mybrotherssituationwascritical

andwehopeforhiswellness.

Mom:Wehavetopray.

SheextendedherhandstoZiyaandIsothatwe

couldholdhandsandpray.



Mom:MightyGod..

Minuteslater,Sibacameoutlookingso

distraughtedandhereyeswereblood-shedred.

lookedlikeshewasevencryinginsidethatward

-Lwethuhadtowakeupthiswasnoton.

Mom:Molosisi.

ShegreetedSibawhodidn'tevennoticeMom

here.shelookedupatMom withhereyes

widen..sheclearedherthroat..

Siba:MoloMama,unjani?(helloMa,howare

you?)

Mom:ndiyaphilasisi,unjaniwena?(I'm good

thanks,howareyou?)

Mom openedherarmstohugSiba,hereyes

softenedatmymother'sgesture.theyhugged.

Siba:I'm gettingthere.

Mom rubbedherback..



Mom:You'remorebeautifulthanhowLwethu

discribedyou,it'snicetomeetyoumylove.

Sibasmiledforthefirsttimesincewearrived

here..

Siba:Thankyou,it'snicetomeetyoutoo.

Lwethuspeakshighlyofyou.

Mom:Hedoes?

Sibanodded..

Siba:helovesyou.

Ma:Ican'tevenbehappyenoughthatI'm going

tobeaGrandma,thankyousomuchkids.

WhenMotherwasdonetalkingtoLwethuI

wentinafterher.hewaslayingonthehospital

bed,pipesanddripsconnectedtohim ashe

layedthereshirtless.hewasn'ttheLwethuI

know,TheDon.hisfacewaspale..hewas

Thandolwethuwhowasfightingforhislife.



Iwalkedtowardsthebedandsatdownonthe

chairnexttothebed.seeinghim likethis

broughttearstomyeyes,ithurtsomuchtosee

him inthiskindofposition.Iheldhiscoldhand

andkissedit.

Me:bawo..

Iswallowedthelumpthatwasformingonmy

throatasIcontinuedtospeaktohim..

Me:It'snotnicetoseeyouinthisposition,it

hurtsomuchthattherewasnothingformeto

dosothatIcanhelpyouatthattime.Yousaid

itwasyourfightandyoudidn'tneedmetofight

yourbattles.Andrightnowweneedyoutofight,

fightforsurvival.youneedwakeup.notforus

butforyourfirstkid.doyouwanthim orherto

growupwithoutyou?don'tyouwanttoseeher

orhim takestheirfirststep?firstdayatschool?

firstcrush?Comeondude.Imissyou,wealldo.

it'snotthesamewithoutyou..Iusedtohateit

whenyouannoyedmebutrightnowI'llgive



whateverittakesforyoutoannoyme

again.(sighs)pleasewakeupmninawa,please

fighttocomebacktousyandiva?

Iexpectedsomething,evenahandsqueezeto

letmeknowthatheheardmebutnothing

happened.Isighedbeforekissinghishandone

moretimethenstoodupandwalkedoutthe

ward.

••••

SIBAHLE.(SIBA)

ItwassohardformetowatchLwethuinthat

state,itbrokemyheartintomillionpieces..I

hatedLudwewitheverythinginme.Iwished

thathedied,Lwethu'ssituationwascritical.the



doctortoldustobepreparedforanything..that

partonlyshatteredmyheart;Icouldn'timagine

thepainoflosingLwethu.Mysecondchanceat

love,wasIhadbadluckorsomethingthat

almosteveryguyIfellinlovewithwilldie?

Thandolwethuhadtofight,wehadachildon

thewaythatwouldneedhisorherbothparents.

Lwethuhastowakeupsothathecouldseehis

childgrowupinfrontofhiseyes.Iwaspraying

andaskingGodnottogiveuponhim.hehadto

comebacktoussothatwecouldbeafamily

again.

Hismotherisawonderfulsoul,butso

saddenedbywhatwashappeningwithherlast

born.ShewaskindwomanthatIgotalongwith

atfirstglance..Lwethuwasrightthathis

motherwasgoingtolikeme-mademewish

thathewasamoungstus,celebratingour

pregnancytogether.



WhenIarrivedatmyhouse,Dadwascookingin

thekitchen.Ididn'thaveanyappetitetoeatbut

hisfoodsmelledsodelicious.hewasgoingto

staywithmeforaweekjusttolookafterme!I

toldhim thatIdon'tneedababysitterbuthe

wouldn'tbudge.

Me:hiDad.

IthrewmyselfonthecouchasItookoffmy

shoes..

Dad:heysweetheart,howishe?

hecameovertotheloungeandtookaseat

nexttome..

IfelttearsburninginmyeyesasIfaceddown..

Me:it'sbad,daddy.

Dad:Oh,mybaby.

hewrappedhisarmsaroundme..

Me(crying):Thedoctorsaidhissituationis

critical,weshouldexpectanything..whatdoes



thatmeandad?ishegoingtodie?

Dad:I'm sorry,sweetheart

tobecontinued..

SIBAHLE:hisheartinahumanform.
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[AWEEKLATER]

SIBAHLE.(SIBA)

Ihadn'tbeentoworkforaweeknowandIknew

forsurethatworkhadpiledup.Alotof

paperworktodowhenIcomeback..Ihadbeen

visitingLwethuatthehospitalalmosteveryday

becauseIwantedtobethefirstpersonhesaw



whenhewakesup.thedoctorshadbeen

keepingancloseeyetohim,monitoringhim

everyhoursothathissituationdoesn'tbecome

morecomplicatedthanitalreadywas.

ItwasacoldmorningwhenZiyacametosee

me,Iwasgettingreadytoleaveforhospital

sinceIhadanappointmentwithmygyna.I

wishedthatLwethuwasthere,takingmeon

theseappointmentsandseehischildgrow

insidemebuthewaslayingonthathospital

bedfightingforhislife.

Dadleftthedaybeforeyesterdaybecause

apparentlyhehad'things'tosolve.good

riddance,don'tgetmewrongIlovemydadand

IenjoyhiscompanybutattimesIneedmy

spaceandhewasn'tgivingmeanyofthat.Ziya

steppedinsidemylivingroom wearingathick

blackcoatthatcoveredherfrom thecold

weatherthatwasbrewingoutside.



Ziya:heybabes

Me:hilove,howareyoudoing?

Shemovedovertomeandwehugged..

Ziya:I'm doinggood,howareyouandthebaby?

Me:I'm okayandalsobabycomingisgood.I'm

onmywaytothegynaecologistnowforan

appointment.

Ziyalookedatmewithpitywrittenalloverher

face,sheknewmuchIwishedthatLwethuwas

therewithme..holdingmyhandthroughitall..

Ziya:I'm sorry

Me:Canwenottalkaboutit?Ifyoudon'tmind.

Asanunderstandingpersonshewas,shedidn't

pesterme..

Ziya:Ofcourse,let'sgoI'm comingwithyou.

Me:really?

Ziya:Yes,Comeon.



Me:Okay

Igrabbedmypurseandinsertedmyphone

insideaswewalkedoutthedoor.Ilockedthe

doorbehindusthenweheadtohercar..

WearrivedatDrNzingo'spracticeaswehead

inside.thereceptionistledustoherofficeas

wefoundherseatedbehindherdesk.

Doc:Ladies,Goodmorning.

Me:Morningdoc

Ziya:Morning

Wetookourseats..

Doc:Itsyourappointmenttodayright?

Me:Yes

Shenodded,Ihandedovermycardasshe

examineditforfewsecondsthentoldmetolay

onthebedandliftmytopup.



Doc:Thisisgoingtobealittlecoldokay?

Inodded..

Shesquinchedacoldgelonmytummythenran

avibratingdeviceallovermystomach..

Aloudstuddingsounddraggedmeoutofmy

thoughts..itwasmybabyheartbeat!

Doc:Wouldyoulookatthat!

Theheartbeatwassostrong,thesoundonly

broughttearstomyeyes..IlookedoveratZiya

whowasstarringatthescreenwithasmileon

herface..

Doc:Wouldyouliketoknowthegender?

Me:No..Iwantittobeasurprise.

Doc:There'syourbaby,heorsheishealthyand

developingwell.

Ilookedoveratthescreenwhereshepointed,I

couldn'tseeanythingclearbutIwasjusthappy

thatbabycomingwashealthyandgrowing..



Me:Canyoubyanychanceyoumakescansfor

me?

Doc:Ofcourse.

ShewipedthegeloffmytummythenIfixedmy

topandworemyjacket.DrNzingowrote

somethinginmycardthenwalkedoutthe

office..

Ziya:Thatheartbeatishellastrong,baby

comingisalreadyahappychild.

Ismiled..

Me:Iknowright?

Ziya:Istillcan'tbelievethatinfewmonths

you'regoingtobeamother.

Me:betterbelieveitkenono.

Welaughed..

Nzingocamebackandgavemethescansand

alsoprescriptedsomepillsformesothatI

couldbutthem atthechemistbeforewehead



tomyCompanytocheckonhowthingsare

going..

.......

Around6intheafternoonitwasvisitinghours

atthehospitalsoIdrovetheretoseeLwethu.I

wasstillexcitedabouthearingmybaby's

heartbeat,IwishedLwethuwasawakesothatI

couldtellhim allaboutit.

IarrivedatMelomedhospitalandparkedmy

carasIheadtothereception.Iwasaboutto

talktotheladyreceptionistwhenIbumpedinto

someoneastheircoffeeandmuffinsfelldown..

Me:OhmyGod,I'm sosorry!

Isaidtryingtopickthem up..butshestopped

me..

Lady:It'sokay,don'tworryaboutthesethings.



TheladyhadasweetandAmazingvoice,I

lookedupatherasIwasmetwithafamiliar

facebutIcouldn'trememberwhereIsawher..

Lady:SibahleConway?

Me:sorrydoIknowyou?

Shegiggled,shewassobeautifulandheavily

pregnant..

Lady:Icanyoudon'trememberme,I'm

LiyahlumaSamebutnowknownasHlobanisa.

Ohshoot,ShewasthatladyImetatDurban

whenIwentonavacationwithSiya.

Me:Ohmyword,Icouldn'trecognizeyou!

Hloba:Ifigured,You'remorebeautifulthanI

lastsawyou,Areyoupregnant?

Me:howdidyouknow?

Hloba:Ndiyayazilokhom -khom kalokusisi,

nam IthoughtIwasglowingkantisekunjalo.(I

knowthatglow)



Welaughed..

Me:Sudika,YesI'm pregnant.2months.

Hloba:Ohwow,Youstillhavealongwaytogo

vha?I'm alreadyfedupmna.

Me:Firstpregnancy?

Hloba:it'smysecondchild,myfirstbornishere.

sheisn'tfeelingwell.

Me:Oh,GirlIwouldlovetositandchatbutI

gottatoneh.I'm sorryaboutyourcoffee.

Hloba:Don'tworryaboutit,takemynumberso

thatwecouldmeetwhenyou'refree.

Me:Okay

Shehandedmehercardaswebidgood-byes

thenIwalkedtoLwethu'sward..

WhenIreachedhisward,itwasachaos..there

weresomuchdoctorsinhiswardbusywith



him asmachineswerepeepingnon-stop.

Doctor:Hurryup!We'reloosinghim!

No..No..No,whatwashappening!

•••••

LWETHU.(DON)

Iwasinaplacethatlookedlikeaforest,buta

withabeautifullakeandflowers..thepeacein

thatplacewassooverwhelmingandwelcoming.

Ididn'tknowhowIendeduphere,becauseI

remembermyselffightingwithLudweinthat

ring.

WasIdead?

WherewasSiba?

Theplacewassoquietwithbirdschirpingall



aroundthebushes..Ilookedaround,tryingto

locateapersonhere.

Me:hello?anybodyhere?

Mydeepvoiceechoedallaroundtheplace..

Me:Hello!

Voice:You'remakingnoise,YoungMan.

Avoicecamebehindme,itwaslittleloudand

sweet..IturnedaroundasIsawthisbeautiful

whitewomanseatedonthegrasswhilst

knottingwhatlookedlikeablanket..

Me:Whoareyouandwhatam Idoinghere?

Shewasabrunettewithblondlonghair,green

almondshapedeyesandperkynose..she

lookedlikeshewasinherearly50s.

Woman:Takeaseat.

Iobeyedandtookaseatnexttoher,heraura

wassocalm anddemandingrespect..



Woman:I'm MarrianaConway,Jasmine's

Mother.

Ifrowned,Sibatoldmethathermotherpassed

awaywhenshe15butnowI'm seeingher..oh

shit,am Idead?

Shechuckled..

Woman:No..You'renotdeadyet,Iborrowed

youfrom theoutsideworldsothatIcantalkto

you.

Me:Talktomeaboutwhat?

Woman:Youbeingherecausedsomuchpain

forthosewholovesyou,they'recryingforyou

towakeup.speciallymydaughter.Youdon't

belonghere,YoubelongwithJasmineand

Avery.

Me:Who'sAvery?

Shesmiled..

Woman:Mygranddaughter,Iseeyoulovemy



daughtersomuchandshelovesyoutoo.so

ain'tyoufightingtogobacktoher?

Me:I'm fighting

Woman:Nothardenough,Youdon'tbelong

here.there'ssomuchforyoutolivefor.your

familyneedsyoumorethananything.Youhave

togobacktothem assoonaspossible!

Me:HowdoIdothat?

Woman:Fight!tellJasmineandAverythatIlove

them somuch.AndIgiveyoumyblessingsto

marrymydaughter.

Me:I'm not-

Woman:totheloveofmylife,RobertConway.

tellhim Ilovehim somuchandtellhim to

forgivehimselfthathecouldn'thelpme,itwas

beyondhishelpandheshouldgivethatwoman

achance..it'shissecondchanceonlove.

Me:Idon't-



Woman:Gowellandsendmylovetomychild.

Sheblewsomethingonmyeyesasitwaslights

offforme..

"Hurryup!we'relosinghim!"

tobecontinued..

SIBAHLE:hisheartinahumanform.
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SIPHENATHI.(NATHI)

WhenSibacalledmesayingthatLwethuwoke

upIcouldn'tbelieveit,Iwasshockedandhappy

atthesametimeitwasabouttimeforhim to

wakeupsothathecouldbewithhisfamily.It



wasaround9pm intheeveningwhenSiba

called,ZiyaandIwerealreadyinbedbutwhen

weheardthenewswewokeupanddrovetomy

mother'splacetofetchher.shewascryingand

prayingallthewaytothehospital,thankingGod

forbringingLwethubacktous.

Wearrivedatthehospitalasweparkedthecar

andheadinside,Sibawasseatedinoneofthe

benchestappingonherphone.shelookedup

assheheardustalking..

Siba:Molweni

Shehuggedusallaswesatdownagain..

Mom:Howishe?

Siba:hehaswokenupbutstillheavilysedated,

butinahourorfewminuteshemightwakeup.

Mom:ThankGod!

Ziya:howlonghaveyoubeenhere?

Siba:it'sbeen3hoursnow.



Ziya:haveyoueaten?

Shenodded..

Siba:Yes,Ican'tstarvemybabylikethat.

MymindhadbeenoccupiedwithLwethu's

situationIhadn'tbeenpayingattentiontomy

nieceofnephew..

Me:Howisthebaby?

Siba:thebabyisgrowingwellandhealthy.

Ziya:wewenttodoultrasoundtoday,thebaby

hasastrongheartbeat.

MymothersmiledassherubbedSiba'shand.

Mom:That'swonderful,she'sarealMakhubalo

thatone.

Sibagiggled..

Minuteslater,Thedoccalledusinside.My

motherandIwentfirst,leavingZiyaandSibahle



seatedonthebenches..

•••••

ZIYANDA.(ZIYA)

NathiandhismotherwentinsideLwethu'sward

asSibaandIremainedbehind.shewasso

overwhelmedbythenewsbecauseshewas

quietandlookedlikeshewasdeepinthoughts.

IwasgladthatLwethuwokeup,becauseSiba

wasn'tgoingtobealrightifhedidn'tmakeit.

shewastotallygoingtogocrazybecauseit

wouldbethesecondtimeshelosessomething

sheloved.FirstlyitwasSiyabulelanowitwas

goingtobeLwethu?myfriendwasgoingto

loseit.



Siba:IthoughtIlosthim,likehowIlostSiya.

Me:butyoudidn't.

Siba:WhenIarrivedhereearlier,5doctorswere

onhisward.workingonhim..itwasthemost

terrifyingsceneI'veeverwatched,thedoctors

wererunningaroundshouting"We'relosing

him ",Icouldn'timaginemylifewithoutLwethu.

butnowhe'sawake,backtousashisfamily.

Ziya:Andthat'sgoodright?

Icouldn'timaginehowtraumaticitwasforher

tohearthedoctorsshouting"We'relosinghim "

whileyou'rewaitingforhim tocomeback,Siba

wasastrongwoman.

••••

SIBAHLE.(SIBA)



Itwashourslatersincetheyshoutedwe're

losinghim,Iwastotallyterrifiednolies.I

couldn'timaginethepainoflosingLwethu,he

wastheloveofmylifeandthefatherofmykid-

Icouldn'timaginemylifewithouthim,itwas

totallygoingtobebizarre..

hismotherandNathiweresohappytohear

thathewasawake,Iwantedtogivethem space

withLwethubeforeIwentinsidebecauseI

knewifIwentwiththem hewastotallygoingto

ignorethem andfocusonme.

Minuteslater,Nathiandhismothergotoutthe

wardasIstooduponmychairgoingtothe

ward.mykneeswereweakasIwalkedlikeI

wasgoingtofall.

WhenIsteppedonhisward,Istoppedbythe



doorasIwatchedhim.hewaslayingonthebed

facingup..helookedlikehewasdeepin

thoughts.helostweightandhisfacewasa

littlepale,hewasn'ttheLwethuIknow.tears

burnedinmyeyesasIlookedathim,Icouldn't

believeIwasstarringathim,Ialmostlosthim.

Me:baby

hisheadsnappedtomydirection,hestaredat

meforaminuteashisowneyesfilledwith

tears.ItwaslikehewasfeelingexactlywhatI

wasfeeling..

Lwethu:Sweetheart,Comehere.

hisvoicewasdeepandraspyasheblinkedhis

tears..

Icouldn'tbelievethatIwasfinallygoingtohug

him..

Lwethu:Comehere,baby.



tobecontinued..

SIBAHLE:hisheartinahumanform.

CHAPTER39.

•••••••••••••••••••••••

SIBAHLE.(SIBA)

IwipedthetearsstreamingdownmyfaceasI

walkedtowardsthebed,hesatupstraightand

extendedhisarm topullmetohim makingme

fallonthebed.

Lwethu:You'rewalkingtoslow.

HewrappedhisarmsaroundmywaistasI

wrappedminearoundhisneckaswehugged.It

wasanemotionalandintimatemomentfor

bothofus,wewereoverwhelmedbyemotions.



Lwethu:I'm sorry,baby.

Me:Sssh..don'tsayanything.

wepulledoutthehugashescootedover

makingspaceformetosit.Ilaynexttohim

withmyheadonhischestasIlistenedtohis

heartbeat-beatingfastagainstmyear..I

thankedGodallthewayforgivingmeachance

tohughim onemoretime,tolaywithhim like

thisandchatwithhim likeweusedto.thelittle

thingsthatwetakeforgrantedaretheonesyou

missthemostwhenyoursignificantotherisno

longerthere.

Lwethu:baby?

Me:mh?

Lwethu:ndicelauxolo,I'm sosorryforcausing

yousomuchpainandheartache.thestressI

knowexactlythatyoudon'tneed.IknowwhatI

didwastakingariskthatwasgoingtoendmy

lifebutIcouldn'tsitstillandwatchLudwe



terroriseme.I'llratherdiethantoletanything

happentoyouandourbaby.

Me:You'renotGodyouknowjustright?You

can'tstopcertainthingsfrom happening.if

somethingweremeanttohappenitwillhappen

whetheryou'retheretoprotectmeornot.Yes,I

appreciatethesecurityyou'reprovidingforus

andIloveyouforthatbutattimesyoushould

letthingsbe.

Hesighed..

Lwethu:Icouldn'ttellLudwewhatmademe

quitbecausehewasgoingtogoafterme,

tellinghim wasn'tthebestsituationsoIhadno

choicebuttodowhatIhadtodoforyou.I

knowthatLudweisn'tdeadyet,he'soutthere

waitingforustoputourguardsdownsothathe

canattackbutIcan'tletthathappen.I'llbe

waitingforhim andthistimeIwillmakesure

thatIkillhim.



Me:Iknow

Heputhislargehandonmystomachashe

gavemegentlerubsallaroundmylittleswollen

tummy.

Lwethu:how'smybaby?

Me:She'sgood,wewenttoadoctor's

appointmenttoday.Andtheheartbeat!she's

surelygoingtobeahappychild.

heclosedhiseyesforfewsecondsbeforehe

openedthem again.

Lwethu:IwishIwasthereforyouandAvery.

Me:Avery?Isthatnameyougotforher?

Heshookhishead..

Lwethu:No..Yourmotherdid.

MyfingersstilledatLwethu'schestasIwas

abouttotouchhim,Istaredathim ashiswords

slowlysunkin.



Me:Mymother?

Iaskedhim asIfeltmyeyesslightlywateredin

tears.Mymotherhadn'tvisitedmebythe

dream inyears.

henodded..

Me:howwasshelike?

Lwethu:beautiful,gracefullyagedwithbeautiful

eyes.sheintroducedherselfasMarriana

Conway.

Itwastrulyher..

Me:Didshesaidanythingelse?

Lwethu:Yes..manythingsthatIwon'trepeat

butshenameourdaughter,gavemeblessings

tomarryyouthensaidyourfathershouldgive

someladyachance,sayingit'shissecond

chanceinloveandheshouldforgivehimselffor

notsavingheritwasbeyondhim.

Igiggled..



Me:OhmyGod,everythingyousaysoundslike

mymom.somydadisseeingsomeone?

Lwethu:Iguess.

Iwasgladtoknowthatmymom waswatching

overusandsheapprovedmyrelationshipwith

Lwethu.

Me:Iloveyou,baby.

Hegavemeasoftkissonthemouth..

Lwethu:Iloveyoutoo,sweetheart.

WestayedwithLwethuuntilwehadtogohome,

visitinghourswereover..Iwassadtoleavehim

therebuthehadtorestandsoIwas.

WhenIarrivedathome,Itookashower,had

somethingtoeatthengotUndercoversand

calledmydad.Itoldhim everythingthatLwethu

toldmeaboutMom,didn'thecried?Yeshedid.

ItLookedlikeMom hadn'tvisitedhim inawhile.



Aftertalkingwithmydad,Itooksomefilesthat

Sinazosentmeandgottowork..Iwasn'teven

sleepysoImanagedtogetsomeofthework

done.

.......

ThenextmorningIwokeup,andgotreadyfor

work.thingswerelittlebittenseatmycompany

soIhadtobethere.Idressedupandate

breakfastthendrovetoConwayvineyards.

ArrivingthereIparkedmycaronthe

undergroundparkinglotandheadinside,Sinazo

wastalkingoverthephonesoIwaitedforherto

finish.

Sinazo:Goodmorning.

Me:MorningSinazo,I'm backtoworksolet's

getstarted.



Sinazo:Yes,bosslady.

••••

LWETHU.(DON)

Iwasgratefultobealive,beingabletoseeSiba

andbondwithmybabyagain.Dyingwasn'tpart

oftheplan,causingSibawasmostlynotpartof

theplan.mydeathwould'vehurthermorethan

anythingandIcouldn'tputherthroughthat

aftershelostthatfuckerSiyabulelaZiqubu.It

wastotallygoingtodestroyher.Ihatedseeing

mygirlcry,Imightbeintokinkyshitbutseeing

mygirlcrywasn'tpartofit.

IalmostmademylittleunbornAveryfatherless,

shewasgoingtogrowupwithoutafather.my



dadmighthavepassedawaywhileIwasatthe

reasonableagebutIstillneedhim.

Thefollowingmorning,Iwokeupandslowly

mademywaytothebathroom towashmyface,

brushmyteethandtrytobath.Itwassohard

ashell,andIdidn'twantanyonetobathmesoI

hadnochoicebutsuckitupandtakethepain

asthemanIwasthengotdone.mybody

wasn'treallyhealed,Iwasstilllivingin

painkillerstogothroughpain.

Imademywaybacktothebedandsatup

straightwhilelookingoutthewindow.breakfast

wasserved,drankpillsthenrelaxed..Iwas

alreadymissingSibabutIhadnophonetocall

her.

Around10,Nathicameovertoseeme.hehad

flowerswithhim.



Me:Reallydude,flowers?

Nathi:They'renotfrom me,Sibasentthem.

Me:Whyflowers?SheknowsIhateflowers.

Nathi:hayandiyazibawo,I'm justamesseger.

howareyoufeeling?

Me:I'm stillinpainbutI'llbefine.

Itooktheflowersfrom him,asIwasaboutto

putthem aside.somethinginsidecaughtmy

attention,Itookitout..itwasthebabyscan.It

waswritten"ourbundleofjoy"attheback.I

couldn'tseeanythingclearbutIwashappythat

mybabywashealthy..

TearsblurredmyvisionasIstaredatthescan.I

livedforthis..tobeAvery'sdad.

tobecontinued..
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Beinginhospitalsucked,layinginbedwhole

daytillnightwasnolongerdoingitforme.

WatchingTVandsittinginonewasn'tmystyle

butIhadnothingtodoevenIwasboredashell.

Icouldn'twaittobedischargedsothatIcould

getthehelloutofthere.Nathileftanhourago

sincetherewasamerchandisecominginhe

hadtosortitout..evenMom cametoseeme,

wechattedforfewminutesbeforeshealsoleft.

Sibahadn'tcalledmethewholeday,Iassumed

thatshewasbusysinceNathitoldmethatshe

wenttoworktoday.Iwasn'ttotallycomfortable

withhergoingalonetoworkwhileLudwewas

loominginthestreets,hersafetywasapriority



tome-Ireachedoutmyphonefrom the

pedestalandturnediton;Ihadmanymissed

callsfrom myP.AandsomeworkemailsI

ignoredthem allasIdialledJake'snumber.

Jake:Don,what'sup?

Me:heyman,canyoudomeafavour?

Jake:I'm listening.

Me:Canyousendsomesecuritytomywoman

atConwayvineryards?Iwanttowatchherbut

bediscreetsothatshedoesn'tsuspect

anything.

Jake:shouldtheyfollowhereverywhereshe

goes?

Me:Yes

Jake:Considerthatdone.

Me:Sharp.



Ihungup..

Around1pm,Lunchwasserved.Iateanddrank

mypills.thedoctorcametodohisthingasI

wasbusyreplyingtoemailsinmyphone.

Doc:MrMakhubalo,You'redoingverygoodwith

yourhealingprocess,ifyoukeepuplikethis

you'llbeoutofhereinnotime.

Me:I'm gladtohearthat,Doc.

Doc:tomorrowI'llsometesttocheckifthere

isn'tanycomplicationsthatresurfaceinthe

futurebeforeIletyougo.

Inodded..

Doc:dogetsomerestokay?

Me:Willdo.

Shetookherthingsandheadout.Iwashappy



toknowthatfewdaysorweeksI'llbeoutof

here.thisplacewasn'tnotdoingitforme

anymore.

Siba:CanIcomein?

Shewasstandingbythedoorholdingaleather

bagwithatakeawaypackagefrom my

restaurant.IautomaticallysmiledwhenIsaw

her,Ihadbeenmissingherthewholeday.

Me:Yes,Getin.

ShesteppedInsidewearingsoformal,shehad

theeleganceofaqueen,confidenceozzedwith

everystepshetook..shewasabadass.

Sheputthethingsdownandcuppedmyfacein

hersmallhandsasshegavemeasoftkisson

themouththatwasfilledwithsomuchloveand

longing.

Me:hi,sweetheart.Youlookgorgeous.



Shesmiled..

Siba:hibaby,thankyou.howhaveyoubeen?

Me:Good,butImissedyou.

Siba:Imissedyoutoo,Iboughtyousome

changeofclothes,boxersandsomepyjamas.

Yourtoiletriesarestillokay?

Inodded..

Me:Thankyoubaby.

Shetookoffherheelsasshegotontopofthe

bedandlayedbesidesme.

Me:Howwasyourday?

Shesighed..

Siba:itwasfine,justlotofwork.

Me:it'sbecauseofthedaysyou'vebeenabsent?

Shenodded..

Siba:Yeah,andnowtheworkhaspilledup.



Me:You'llpatchupeventually.Thedoctorsaid

I'm doingfineinhealingprocessandImightbe

outofhereinnotime.

Siba:That'sfantasticnewsbaby,Whenyou're

outofhereyou'removinginwithmesothatI

couldtakecareofyou.

Me:Nothanks,I'llpass.

Siba:Idon'trememberaskingyou,Iwastelling

you.

Me:Mxm.

Shegavemeasoftpeckonthelips..

Siba:Iloveyou.

Me:Ihateyoukemnake.

Siba:don'tworry,I'lllovebothofusinyour

behalf.

Ichuckledandhitherforeheadplayfully..

Me:You'reannoying.



Siba:Iknow

Myhandwenttoherstomachandraisedher

blousealittlesothatIcouldrubherbelly.

Me:how'smybaby?

Siba:She'sfine.

Me:Ican'tthankyouenoughforthis.

Siba:Ifitwasn'tforyou,thiswouldn'thave

happened.

Me:You'reright.

••••

SIPHENATHI.(NATHI)

afterseeingLwethufrom thehospital,Idrove

straighttothewarehouse..IneededJakeand

histrackingcomputerskillstotrackwhere



Ludwemightbe.wecan'tbereallyrelaxed

Knowingthatthedudewasaliveandhewas

ourthere.Iwasseatedbehindthedeskinthe

officethatusedtoLwethuwithaglassof

scotchinmyhand.afaintknockcamefrom the

door.

Me:It'sOpen

Jakesteppedinsidewithhishandsinhis

pocket.

Jake:Youcalledforme?

Me:Yes..takeaseat.

Hesatdown,Ipouredaglassofscotchforhim

thengavetohim.

Me:Ineedyourhelpwithsomething.

Jake:okay?

Me:I'llneedyourcomputerskillsonthis,Iwant

youtotrackLudwedandala'swhereaboutsfor

me.I'llpayyou.



Jake:Wheredoyouneedthisinformation?

Me:inaweek.

Jake:Okay.

SIBAHLE:hisheartinahumanform.

CHAPTER41.

•••••••••••••••••••••••

[FEW DAYSLATER]

SIBAHLE.(SIBA)

Lwethuwasgettingdischargedtoday,it'sbeen

awhilesincehehadbeenatthathospitaland

hewasgettingtiredofbeingthere..butImean



whowouldn't?notallpeoplelikeshospitals

anyway.YesterdayI'daskedNathitogoand

fetchLwethu'sclothesathisplacesincehe

wasgoingtostaywithmeatmyhouseuntilhe

feelsbetter.Iwanttotakecareofhim because

iwascertainlysurethathewasgoingtodothe

sametomeifIwasinhissituation.I'm goingto

fetchhim around12midday,soIwokeupand

cleanthehouse,changedthebeddingandother

thingsthencooked.IknewLwethuwouldn't

mindanyofthisbutIwantedtomakeitforhim,

sohecouldbecomfortable.

Iwasexcitedtohavehim aroundbecauseI

missedhim,Imissedsleepingnexttohim in

colddays.WhenIwasdonecooking,Iwentto

takeashower.Igotdressedandtiedmyhair

thengrabbedmycarkeys..Iheaddownstairs

andtooksomeyoughurttoeatonthewaythen

Iheadout.



Arrivingtothehospital,Iparkedthecarand

headinside.Nathiandhismotherwerethere

standingoutsidehisward.

Me:Molweni,where'she?

Ma:hisisi,he'sgettingreadyinside.

Me:Okay.

Igotinsidethewardandclosedthedoorbehind

me.

Lwethu:IsaidIdon'twantanyoneintheroom!

(Yelling)

Heyelledfrom thebathroom..

Me:It'sme

Iwalkedtothebathroom andsteppedinside..

Lwethu:Whatareyoudoinghere?

Me:Whatkindofaquestionisthat?Haveyou

forgottenthatyou'rebeingdischargedtoday.

Hescoffed..



Lwethu:I'm nottalkingaboutthat,Imeanwhat

areyoudoinginthebathroom?Can'tyousee

I'm busy.

Me:hehakeThandolwethu,weusedtoshower

togethernje.yintonngoku?(What'sup)

Icouldseethathewasstrugglingtobath

himself,washeashamedofthat?Hewassuch

anhandsomeidiot.

Iwalkedovertohim andgrabbedthefacecloth

andrubbedthebarsouponitthenwashedhis

upperbody..

Me:Whydidn'tyoutellmethatyou'restruggling

tobathyourself?

Hedidn'tsayanything,juststaringatme..

Me:I'm talkingtoyou,LwethuMakhubalo.

Hesighedandranhishandoverhisuncombed

hair..

Lwethu:Ijust..Ididn'twantyoutoseemelike



that,Ihatenotbeingabletodothingsfor

myself.

Me:Whatarepartnersfor?huh?I'm herefor

thatmos,totakecareofyouwhenyoucan'tso

thatyoucandothesametome.You'renot

weakThandolwethu..Youjustinjured.thistoxic

masculinityisgettingintoyourheadand

makingyoulookstupid.

Lwethu:YoumadeyourpointSibahle.

Me:sungafunulungiswaLwethu.(Youdon't

wanttobecorrected)

Lwethu:I'm sorryke.

Ifinishedbathinghim anddriedhim,Ihelped

him lotioninghislowerbodyashelotionedhis

upperbody.Ihelpedhim wearhisclothesand

shoesthenweweredone.

Me:Wasthathard?

Lwethu:KhayekeJoe.



Iraisedmybrowathowhecalledme..

Me:ndinguJoe?

Helaughed..

Lwethu:I'm joking,baby.whyareyouuptight

today?

Me:Mxm.

Wepackedallofhisthingsandputthem inhis

bag,thenweheadtohismotherandNathi

outsidethedoor.Lwethuhuggedhismother

andNathithenweheadtothereceptiontosign

hisdischargingformsandalsotookhis

prescriptionformedication.

Wearrivedatmyhouse,Ziyaandmydad'scar

werealreadyparkedonthedriveway.Iparked

behindthem thenweallheadout..

Iopenedthedooraswesteppedinside.

Ziya:Welcomehome,Don.



Lwethu:heyZiya.

HesatdownonthechairasIheadupstairsto

puthisthingsonthebedroom.Itookhis

sleepersthenheadbackdownstairs..

•••••

LWETHU.(DON)

Itwassogoodtobeoutofthathospital,Iwas

evenplanningonescapingifthatdoctorwasn't

planningonlettingmego..Iwasstartingto

thinkthatshehadacrushonmeorsheloved

havingmearoundIwouldn'tknoweitherwayit

wassogoodtobehomewithmyfamily.

Wewereallseatedaroundthetable,asfood

wasplacedonthetable.howevercookedhere



wentallouttowelcomeme.Iwassureitwas

Siba.shewasupstairswhenatallwhiteman

appearedfrom thekitchenwearinganapron.he

wasSiba'sdadbuthelookedyoung..hewas

surelyagingwell.

Man:Gooddayeveryone.

Heplacedabottleofwineinthetableand

staredatme.

Me:MrConway.

Iforcedmyselftostanduptoshakehishand.

hestaredatmyhandtakinghistimeinshaking

itwhilehestaredatme.ifitwasanothermanI

wouldn'thavedonethis,butthiswasmyfuture

fatherin-lawsohedeservedsomelittlerespect

andpatiencefrom me.hefinallyshookmyhead

withafirm grib.

Man:YoumustbeJasmine'sboyfriend.

hisvoicewasdeeplikemine..



Me:I'm notherboyfriend,I'm herman.niceto

meetyouMrConway.

thesideofhismouthroseintoalittlesmile..

Man:Goodanswer.

heletgoofmyhandandsatdown..

Sibacamedownthestairswithmysleeperson

herhands.shecrotcheddowntotakeoffmy

shoesandletmeworethesleepers..

Me:Youdidn'thavetodothat,baby.

Siba:Iwantto.

Ma:Letherbe,son.

Shesmiledatme..shewashappythatIfound

someonelikeSiba.shewasararegem.

tobecontinued..
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SIBAHLE.(SIBA)

ThewelcomingdinnerforLwethulastnight

wentwell,mydadgoalongverywellwith

Lwethu..everyonegotalongwitheveryoneit

wasnice.Wetalkedaboutlotofthings;More

specificallyaboutmypregnancyandbaby

names.Nathi,ZiyaandLwethu'smotherwent

homearound11pm inthemiddleofthenight,

mydadsleptoveratmyhouse.

ThenextmorningIwokeupandprepared

breakfastforusandputdad'sonthewarmer

thentookmineandLwethu'sbackupstairs.he

wasinthebathroom whenIsteppedinsidethe

bedroom.

Me:Baby?



Lwethu:Coming

Iplacedthetrayonthenightstandandmade

thebed,hecameoutthebathroom limpingand

cameovertogivemeakissonthemouth.

Lwethu:Goodmorning,sweetheart.

Hebenddownalittletokissmybellyand

brushedhiscoldhandoverthefabricofmy

clothing.

Me:Morning,baby.

hesatdownonthecouchandtookhisplate.

Lwethu:Thislooksdelicious,thankyoubaby

Hetookabiteonhisphoneashewastypingon

hisphone.

Ialsodownandatemyfood.Aftereatingi

drankmyvitaminsandsomepillstohelpwith

thepukingasLwethualsotookhispills.

Me:Let'sgoandshower.



hestoodupasIheldhishand..

Lwethu:I'm notachild,Siba.

Me:Didyouhearmesaythat?becauseIwas

justhelpingyou.

Hesighed,havingnocomebackonthat

becauseheknewitwasgoingtobean

argument.

Itookoffhist-shirtandhisbriefsthentookoff

myownclothesandgotinsidetheshower.

Whenweheaddownstairs,Dadwasalready

awakeseatedonthecouchwithabeeronhand

watchingasoccermatchonthetv.

Me:MorningDad.

Ikissedhischeek..

Dad:Morningsweetie..morningLwethu.

Lwethugreetedbackandwenttotakeaseaton



thelivingroom.

Me:Areyouguysgoingtobeokayalone?

Dadgavemeaboredlook..

Dad:howoldarewe?10?

Lwethuchuckled..

Lwethu:We'regoingtobeokay,baby.come

givemeakiss.

Iwentovertohim andkissedhim beforeI

grabbedmythingsandbidthem goodbyes.I

gotinsidemycaranddrovetomyworkplace.

.

.

.

Iwasseatedbehindmydesksigningsome

paperworkwhenSinazospokethroughthe

intercom.



Sinazo:Bosslady,Ziyandaisheretoseeyou.

Iglancedatmywatchinthewristitwasalready

1pm atlunchtimeIdidn'trealize.

Me:Letherin.

IwassofocusedonworkIalmostforgotten

aboutlunch.minuteslater,thedooropenedas

ZiyandasteppedInsidelookingsobeautifulin

hersundressandsandles.shelookedsocasual

foraworkday.shehadtwotakeaways

packagesinherhands.

Ziya:bestfriend.

Me:heylove

Istoodupandwalkedovermydesktohugher.

Me:Youlookgood..let'ssitoverthere.

Ziya:Thanks,Youlookgoodtoo.Iboughtus

lunch.

Me:You'resuchasweetheart,Ididn'teven

noticethatitwaslunchtime.



Ziya:Youworktoomuch,howareyoudoing?

Me:I'm goodactually,You?

Ziya:I'm fine,mybusinessisboomingI'm

happy.

Me:Asyoushould,Youworkedsohardto

accomplishallthat.

Ziya:Yeah..there'ssomethingIwantedtotalk

toyouabout..

Me:I'm listening..

••••

SIPHENATHI.(NATHI)

Iwasatthewarehousetryingtogetsomework

done,sinceDonwasn'tthereanymorethework

wasalotthanwhenweusedtoworktogether..



splittingthejobsinhalfbutnowIwasallalone

andIhadmakethisright.

IwaswithJakeinmyofficeashewastryingto

hackwhereLudwemightbebutwithnoluck.

thebastardreallywenthideandmadesurethat

nobodyfindshim butthatwon'tbeforlong.we

can'tjustsitstillandwaitforhim tostrike;we

hadtohithim athisowngame.

Jake:Ican'thackhisgadgetsbecausethey're

alloff,Itriedtofindhisoldaddressor

somethingthatmightlinkmetohim but

nothing..whoeverheusedtohidehisidentify

wasafuckinggenius.

Me:Areyoutellingmethatyoucan'tfindhim?

Jake:Unfortunately

Isighedandrubbedmytemple.

Jake:butIwon'tgiveup,Iwillkeepontrying

maybetheremightbealoopholeyouknow.



Me:Fuck

Jake:I'm sorry

Thiswasbad.

••••

LWETHU.(DON)

BeingwithSiba'sdadthewholedaywasn'tso

bad.hewasn'tamanofmanywordssowe

didn'thavetotalkallthetimeeitherthan

watchingthegametogether..havingcomments

aboutithereandthere.

Sibasentatexttoaskifwewerestillokay.she

reallytreateduslikekids.

MrCon:soyoudreamtaboutmywife?



Me:Yes

Hesighedwithhiseyesclosed..

MrCon:Howwasshe?

Me:Shewasalright,beautiful.I'm sureyou

mustbemissingher.

MrCon:somuch,everyday..ittookmesomuch

timetolearntolivewithouther,letalonefinding

otherwomenattractive..

Icouldn'timaginehowI'dfeelifIwouldlose

Siba.

Me:accordingfrom whatshesaid,shewants

youtomoveonandbehappy.Youstillhaveso

muchtolivefor,andshewantsyoutogivethis

womanyou'reinvolvedwithachance;itmight

beyoursecondchanceatlove.

MrCon:theideaoffallinginlovewithanother

womanmakesmefeellikeI'm betraying

Marriana.likeI'm tryingtoeraseheror



something.

Me:No,You'renot.she'sgivingyouachanceto

behappyagain;grabitwithbothhandsand

appreciateit.that'swhatshewantsforyou.To

behappy.

tobecontinued..

Alittlesomethingforinsomniacslikeme.

SIBAHLE:hisheartinahumanform.

CHAPTER43.

•••••••••••••••••••••••

LWETHU.(DON)

Beingathome24/7andbeingtakencareof

wasn'tofmyfavouritethings.Ilikedtodo



thingsformyselfwithoutbotheringanyone,or

somethinglikethat..IknewthatSibalikedto

takecareofme;doingthingsformebutI

wasn'treallythatcomfortablewithitbutsince

shedoesitwithloveIletherbe.

Yesterday,herfatherleftaround6pm inthe

afternoon.Wespendthewholedaytogether

untilhehadtoleave.Itwasnicetohavehim

around,havingsomeonetotalktowhileSiba

wasatwork..hetoldmehilariousstoriesabout

Sibahlewhenshewasyoung.

WewerelayinginbedwhenSibajoltedoffthe

bedandrantothebathroom..morningsickness

Iguess.Islowlygotoffthebedandtookthe

bottleofwaterfrom thenightstandthen

walkedtothebathroom.Mybodywasslowly

butsurelyhealing,Iwasabletomovearound

withouthelpandwalkadistance.whenI

steppedinsidethebathroom shewaskneeling



downnexttothetoiletseatpuking.Iheldher

braidsupasshecontinuedtothrowupallthe

foodsheatethepreviousnight.Igaveherthe

watershe'sdoneandstoodup,hereyeswere

glossylikeshewascrying..

Siba:Ihatethis(crying)

Me:Uxolo,baby(I'm sorry)

Ipulledherclosertomeandhuggedher..

Siba:Whydidyoumakemepregnant?Ihate

thispukingshit,it'slikeI'm goingtothrowup

myintestines.

IwantedtolaughbutIcouldn'twhenshewas

likethis..

Me:Itwillpass,baby.Whenourbabyishereit

willbeallworthitright?

Shenodded..

Herfacewassopinkashereyesfilledwith

tears.



Siba:Yes

Me:Iloveyou

Siba:Iloveyoutoo,baby.

Igrabbedthebackofherheadandpulledher

faceclosertominesothatIcouldkissher,

immediatelywhenmylipssmashedintohers-

shemeltedonmykissasshewrappedher

armsaroundmywaist.Thekisswasso

passionate;fulloftongueandthatintense

feelingbetweenus.Ithadbeenawhilesincewe

madelove,andtheeffectswereevident

becausejustalittlekissfrom herIwashardup

ashell.

Ilayedherdownonthebedcarefulnottohurt

myself,shelayeddown;herbraidsalloverthe

pillow.

Siba:Areyousureaboutthis?Thatyouwon't

hurtyourself?



Me:No

Shewasbreathingheavilyasshestaredatme,

hereyesheavywithlustanddesire.Shewanted

methesamewayIwantedher.Ihoveredover

herasthematressdippedonweight.Ipulled

thepyjamatopoffherrevealingherbeautiful

twinbabies.theyweresobeautifulandfirm

withperkynipples..Ileaneddowntokissheras

Ipulledherthongdownherlegsandopened

them.

Siba:Canwedotheroleplaylater?Justfuck

me!

Ichuckledandkissedherknee,shewasso

eagerandhorny.

Me:okay

Ipushedmybriefsdownmylegsandshoved

them aside,Igotbetweenherlegsandheld

them againstmyarmsasIshovedmy

manhoodallthewaydeepinhercunt.her



handsimmediatelygrippedmywristsasshe

moanedloud.Iclenchedmyjawasherwetness

andtightnesscoatedmydick..ithadbeena

whilesinceIhadafeelinglikethis,itwas

amazingandhot.

.

.

.

Morningwasalwaysthebestwaytostartyour

day,afterourroundofmakinglovewelayedon

thebed..withSiba'sheadonmychestasshe

rubbedmyabs.wecouldn'tcontinuewiththe

sexlongbecausemybodywasstartingto

complain.Iwasstartingtofeelpainsowehad

tostop-thisthingwassurelyaffectingmysex

life.AndIcouldn'tdissapointSiba;Iread

somewherethatpregnantlikesextoomuch,it

waspartoftheircravings.



Siba:Iwentovertoyourrestaurantizolo,to

checkonhowthingsaregoing.

Me:Really?

Shenodded..

Siba:You'reinjuredsoIcan'tletyourbusiness

likethatwhileIcantakecareofitmyself.

Ididn'tknowwhattosaytoher,Ineverhada

womanwhohadmybacklikethis..

Me:Thankyou,baby.

Shesmiledandkissedmychest..

Siba:Igotyou

Iwasabouttosaysomethingwhenmyphone

beepedonthenightstand.Ireachedoutforit

thenviewedthemessage.

ItwasNathi.

"WEARECOMINGOVER."

Irepliedtohistextandputmyphoneaway..



Me:NathiandZiyaarecoming.

Siba:Weshouldwakeupthen.

•••••

ZIYANDA.(ZIYA)

SiphenathiandI,drovetoSiba'shousesincehe

saidhewantedtotalktohim aboutsomething.

heinvitedmealong;AndsinceImissedSibaI

agreedtogo.

WepulledupatSiba'shouseandgotoutthe

car.wewalkedtowardthedoorandrangthe

bell.

NathiandLwethuweretalkingathisstudyas

SibaandIwereseatedontheLivingroom;Ihad



aglassofwineinhandasshewasdrinkinga

orangejuice.

Siba:sohow'syourbusinessgoing?

Shewassobeautifulandglowing,pregnancy

suitedhersowell.Shewasseatedonthecouch

withherlegsfoldedunderneathherass.

Me:thebusinessisgoingwell,Iboughtthe

buildingthatI'm goingtouseforbeautyand

spaandwe'rereadytowork.

Shesmiled..

Siba:I'm soproudofyou

Iwastoo,witheverythingIhaveaccomplished

withoutevenhavingmatric..schoolwasn'tfor

me.

Me:Thankyou

NathiandLwethucamedownthestairs

laughing.LwethuwenttositontopofSibaon

thecouch.



Siba:hehakeThandolwethu,khasukeuyasinda.

(Getoff,You'reheavy)

Welaughed..

Heignoredherashekissedherneck

seducively..

Siba:ha.amanLwethu.

Shesaidgiggling..

Lwethu:khayekekaloku.

Nathi:Olaha.aman,yintonngoku?

Welaughed..they'resoinlovewitheachother

anditsadorable.

.

.

Weheadbackhomearound2pm inthe

afternoon,Nathipassedbythepizzaplaceto

buypizzaformesinceIwascravingit.wewere



playingmusiconourwayhome.Nathitookmy

handashewasdrivingandkissedit.

Nathi:Iloveyou

Ismiled..feelingthewarm feelingonmychest.

Me:Iloveyoutoo.

Weparkedthecaronthedrivewayandwehead

inside.Iheadstraighttothekitchentoget

myselfaglassofwaterasNathiheadtothe

livingroom.WhenIheadbacktothelivingroom,

Nathiwaspacingyouanddownlookingall

sortsofnervousallofthesudden..

Me:Andthen?

Hestoppedpacingandcametostandinfront

ofme.hetookadeepbreathbeforehetookout

somethingfrom hispocketandhandeditover

tome.

Me:What'sthis?



Nathi:Openit

Itwasasmallblackbox,Iopeneditandgasped

whenIsawwhatitwas.

Me:baby..

Iwaslostforwords..

Nathi:YouknowIsuckattheseromanticthings,

I'vebeenwantingtogiveyouthisthewhole

nightlastnightbutIcouldn't.Iwasnervudbut

nowitwasnowornever.ZiyandaMzingeli,will

youbemywife?

tobecontinued..

SIBAHLE:hisheartinahumanform.

CHAPTER44.
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SIBAHLE.(SIBA)



Ziyandacalledmeinthemiddleofthenight

cryingandscreamingsayingthatNathi

proposedtoher;itcameasashockerhonestly

becauseSiphenathididn'tstrikeasaguywho

wouldsettledownbutwhatam Isaying?When

youfindtherightwomaneverythingispossible..

Iwashappyforthem truthbetold,they

deservedthisespeciallyZiyaafterwhatshe'd

beenthroughinherlife.from beingdisowned

byherparentstoeverythingelsebutinallthat

shemadesomethingoutofherselfwhenodds

wereagainsther-shedidn'tthrowpitypartyfor

herself;Iwasproudofmybestfriend.before

weconcludedourcallItoldherthattomorrow

weshouldmeetupsothatwecouldcelebrate

theirengagement.AfterthephonecallIwoke

LwethuupwhowasdeepasleepnexttomeI

shookhim.

Me:baby?



Hedidn'tanswer..

Me:Vukababy..Ihavenews.

Hestirredalittleandgroanedashesatup

straightrubbingthesleepoffhiseyes..sucha

gorgeousman.

Lwethu:iseverythingokay?isthebabyfine?

Ismiled..

Lwethu:Whyareyoulookingatmelikethat?

Me(smiling):You'rebeautifulman.

Hechuckledandleanedclosertoplantakiss

onmymouth.

Lwethu:Haveyouseenyourself?what'sthe

news?

Me:ZiyaandNathiareengageddidyouknow

that?

Thecornerofhismouthroseintoasmile..

Lwethu:Iknow,Nathitoldmebeforehedidit.



I'm happyforthem.

Me:Metoo,shedeservesthis.Ihopeyour

brotherwillcontinuetotreathergood.

Lwethu:Nathilovesherandsheloveshim too

soIhavenodoubtthattheywilltreateach

othergood.

Me:Ihopeso..

Hereachedhisphonefrom thepedestaland

typedaquickmessagethenputitback.he

pulledmeclosertohim bythearm.

Lwethu:Let'ssleep

Me:Tomorrowwe'regoingtocelebratetheir

angagement.

Henodded...

Lwethu:Iloveyou,baby.

Isnuggledclosertohishard,warm chestand

enjoyedbeinglovedbythismannexttome.



Me:Iloveyoutoo,baby.

Hekissedmyhairlineasweletsleepsuccumb

us.

.

.

ThenextdayIwokeupandmadebreakfastfor

usasLwethuwastakingabath.Iwasgladthat

hewashealing;hewasabletodothingsfor

himselflikebathinghimself,andwalkinga

distancewithoutneedinghelp.buttomorrow

weweregoingtohisdoctorforacheckup..

AfterIwasdonepreparingbreakfastand

dishedupIheadbackupstairstomakethebed

andcleanedaround.

Lwethu:babyhaven'tyouseenmybrownboots?

Me:CheckintheclosetIthinkIsawthem there.

Hewalkedtothecloset..



Me:I'm goingtoshower,Yourfoodisinthe

kitchencounter

Hedidn'tsayanythingbacksoIassumedthat

heheardmesoIstrippedoffmyclothesand

headfortheshower.

WhenIgotdownstairs,Lwethuwasstandingon

thesinkwashingdishesandotherutensilsI

usedtomakebreakfast.

Me:baby,Youdidn'thavetodothat.

Lwethu:Iwantedtosodon'tworryaboutit.

Iwalkeduptohim andhuggedhim from behind

andkissedhisneck.heworeblackT-shirtand

Blackjeans;showinghismuscledupbody.If

hiscareerwouldblowuphewouldqualifyasan

underwearmodelinbillboards.

Me:StillnothingonLudwe?

Hisbodystilledandtensedundermytouchlike



I'dsaidsomethingthatmadehim angryor

offended.

Lwethu:Nathiisworkingonthatbutwehaven't

foundhim.

Isighed..

Me:Ihopeyoudofindhim.

Lwethu:Wewill,Ipromiseyouthat.

•••••

SIPHENATHI.(NATHI)

Marriagewasn'tpartofmylife,Ineverimagined

myselfbeingsomeone'shusbandoranything

closetothat.IwasabigcommitmentI'd

alwaysranawayfrom untilImetawomanwho

changedtheviewofmylifealittle.AwomanI



lovedwithallmyheart;shelovedmeformenot

mymoney..Iwasaluckiestbastardalive.

Iwasafraidofaskinghertomarryme,Iwasn't

aromanticguyatallLwethuadvisedmethatI

shouldbealittleromanticorsomethinglike

thatbutIcouldn'twaitanotherdaywhilethe

ringwasinmypocketsoIjustdiditandshe

washappy.That'sallIwanted.

SinceIdidn'tmakeanythingromanticforherI

decidedtomakebreakfastinbedforherandall

thenicethings.

Me:Goodmorning,SthandwaSam.

Shewasalreadyawake,seatedupagainstthe

headboardwhileadmiringherring.Shelovedit.

Shelookedupatmehappyandsuprisedatthe

sametime.

Ziya:isthisyou?



Me:Yes,whydoyouask?

Ziya:Firstlyyounevermadebreakfastinbedfor

me.

Wow..wasIthatbad?

Me:I'lldobetterthistimearound,goandbrush

yourteeththencomeeat.

Shegavemeasoftkissonthemouthbefore

shestrodetothebathroom.

....

WewereatFourseasonsrestaurantwhichwas

ownedbyLwethu.Itwastheclassiestandmost

expensiveplacesIeverbeenat.Wewere

seatedoppositeLwethuandSiba..LwethuandI,

hadourglassesofsmoothscotchontherocks

inhandasthegirlshadwineandJuicefor

Sibahle.



Lwethu:Congratulationsman,Tookyoulong

enough.

IsmirkedathisteaseandlookedoveratZiya

andSibawhom werestillgushingoverherring.

Itboughtsuchawarm feelingonmychestto

seeherthishappy.

Me:Thanksman.

Lwethu:I'm sureMom ishappy,she'sbeen

pesteringusabouthavingwivesandkids.

Me:She'soverthemoon.

Lwethu:Ifigured

hetookasiponhisdrinkasheeyeskepton

goingtoSibaeverynowandthenbutshedidn't

noticebecauseshewasdeepinthe

conversationwithZiya.Hewashopelessly

inlovewithheranditwasnicetowatch.

Lwethu:anynewsonLudwe?

Me:JakeandIarestillworkingonthat.



Lwethu:Ineedtofindthisdude,Ican'trelax

knowingthathe'souttherebayingformyblood.

Me:Hewon'thideforever.

Hesighed..

Lwethu:I'm gratefultowhomevershothim that

night.

Me:Well..YouhavetothankSibaforthat.

Hisheadsnappedtomydirectionquickly..

Lwethu:Whatdoyoumean?

Me:Sibawastheonewhoshothim thatnight.

Lwethu:Whatthe?

tobecontinued..

Note:Pleasebarewithmeguys,I'm having

troubleswithmyphoneandnowI'm usinga

friendsphonetopost.I'm sorryfor



disappearing.

SIBAHLE:hisheartinahumanform.

CHAPTER45.
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LWETHU.(DON)

WhatNathirevealedtomeshockedmetothe

core,Icouldn'tbelievewhatwasmyears

hearing.Whywasn'tItoldaboutthis?WhySiba

didn'ttellme?Ihonestlycouldn'tbelieveit.

Insteadofbeinggratefulthatshesavedmyass,

Iwaslivid!howdaresheputherselfandour

baby'slifeindangerlikethat?Didsheknew

whatwasgoingtohappentoheriftheguards

ofthatplacefoundherthere.Nowomenis

allowedinthosepremisesbutherstupidself

wentthere.Iwassoangryather;Iwassolivid,



ragewaspulsatinginmyveins.Icouldn'tsat

thereandpretendthatsomethingwasn'twrong

IwantedtogosoluckilyNathiunderstoodwhat

wasgoingonthenshetalkedtoZiyatoletSiba

go.anicecelebrationturnedintoawarzoneII.

Thedrivetothehousewassoquietand

awkward,Iwasn'tsoangrytoapointididn't

wanttotalktoherbecauseIwasjustgoingto

snapandsaythingsthatIdon'tmean.

thankfullyshetookthehintandsatquietonthe

seat..Iwantedtocalm thefuckdownfirst

beforeIaddressedthematter.

Siba:baby,what'sgoingon?

Ididn'tanswerher,Ikeptquiet..

Siba:Lwethu?

Me:Justshutthefuckup!



Sheflinchedatmyoutburstbutdidn'tsay

anythingbecausesheknewIwasangryandnot

inthemoodtohaveanysmalltalk.

Wepulledupatthehouseandgotout,Iwalked

firstinsidethehouseandwentovertothecellar

topouraglassofwhiskeyformyselfbefore

takingaseatonthecouchwaitingforthis

goddammitwomantogetherassinsidethe

house..shewalkedinsideandplacedherpurse

ontheentrytablebeforesheturnedaroundand

staredatme..

Siba:What'sgoingon?Anddon'ttellmetoshut

thefuckup.

ItookasiponmyglassasIstaredather.I'd

hadseenSibaholdagunbutIdidn'tthinkshe

wasbraveenoughtopullthetrigger..shewas

badass.asmuchasIwasangryaboutit,Ialso

respectedher-shewasforkeeps.



Me:Whydidn'tyoutellmethatitwasyouwho

shotLudwe?

Hereyeswidenedassheheardmywords.she

expectedmetofindout..soshewaswillingto

hideitfrom me.

Siba:uh..What?

Me:You'retoosmarttoplaydumblikethat!

Whydidyouhidethisfrom me?

Iwasn'tshoutingather,butmywordswere

sternenoughtomakehersquirm inherchair..

Siba:Ithought-

Me:Doyourealizewhatyouhavedone?why

didyouputyourselfinfuckingdangerlikethat?

didyouforgetthatit'snolongeraboutyou,

there'sababyinvolve.It'squietclearthatyour

lifeisn'tthatworthybutpleasethinkofmychild!

Shelookeddownatherhandsinguilt..

Siba:I'm sorry..Iwastryingtosaveyouokay?I



couldn'tletyoudieknowingexactlythatthere

wassomethingIcoulddothathelp.Yes,my

decisionwasstupidbutitsavedyourassinthe

endyoushouldgetgratefulinsteadof

scouldingmelikeachildwhostoleacandyin

thecandyshop.

Ichuckled..

Me:doyouevenhearyourself?Yes,Youwere

tryingtosavemebutwhatifyoudiedthere?

YousavingwouldhavebeeninvainbecauseI

wasgoingtodietoo.Ican'tlivewithoutyou,

can'tyouunderstandthat?

Siba:But-

Me:I'm notdonetalking!WellI'm gratefulthat

yousavedme,butseriouslyyoursavingdidn't

helpbecauseonceLudweknowsthatit'syou

whoshothim andsavedme..he'sgoingtorun

afteryouandkillyou.Insteadofsolvinga

problem youcreatedmoreofthem!



Siba:I'm sorry(crying)

Idraggedmyhanddownmyfaceandsigned..

Siba(crying):Iwasdoingwhat'sbestformy

child,Ididn'twanthertogrowfatherless..I'm

sorryifIcausedtoomuchproblemsoveryour

shouldersbutIwasdoingsomethingany

motherwoulddofortheirkids.Icouldn'tlet

Averygrowupwithoutherfather,againI'm

sorrybutweliveinfearbecauseofthatpieceof

shit!I'm sorrybutnotthatsorry.

Shegrabbedherpurseandwalkedupstairs..

Me:Siba!

Sheignoredandcontinuedwalkingup..

Me:Fuck!

•••••



ZIYANDA.(ZIYA)

Ididn'tknowwhatwasgoingon,I'dneverseen

Lwethuthatangrybefore..Iwasevenmore

worriedaboutSiba.Itriedcallingherafterthey

leftbutherphonerangunanswered.Wealso

lefttherestaurantafterthem andheadtoour

house.

Me:WhatmadeLwethuthatangry?

Nathi:hefoundoutthatitwasSibawhoshot

Ludwe.

Me:Hedidn'tknow?

Heshookhishead..

Me:Whydidn'tSibatoldhim?

Nathi:howam Isupposedtoknow?

Me:Sundiphoxakaloku,can'twegoandcheck

onthem?



Nathi:No..let'sletthem sortourtheirissues.

theywillcallifthey'regood.

Me:Yes,butdidyouseeLwethu?Whatif-

Nathi:Nobaby,YesLwethuisrougharoundthe

edgesbuthe'snotawomanbeater!

Me:Ididn'tsaythatIjust-

Nathi:Let'sjustleaveitbeforewefight.

Me:I'm sorryIdidn'tmeantoupsetyou.

Nathi:It'sokay,theywillsortoutwhateveritis

thatiswrongandletusknowokay?

InoddedbutIwasstillworried..

Me:Okay

hegrabbedthebackofmyheadandkissedme

onthemouth..

•••



SIBAHLE.(SIBA)

Lwethuwastotallyexaggeratinghonestly,but

atthesametimeIunderstoodwherehewas

comingfrom.hewasworriesabouttheenemy

lurkingaroundtryingtofindatimewherewelet

ourguardsdownandstrike.Yes,Iwasalso

worriedandscaredbutIwasdoingwhatI

thoughtwasbest..Icouldn'tletmychildgrow

withoutherfatherinherlife.butthenseemed

likeLwethucouldn'tunderstandthatandhe

wasangryatme.

LastnightIcouldn'tsleep,sincehewasangry

atme-hedidn'tsleepinourbed.heslepton

theguestroom rightoppositeourbedroom.It

wasthelongestnightIeverhad..Iwasn'tused

tosleepingwithouthim anymoreandnowIwas

alonethewholenightwhilsthewasaroundin



thehouse.

ThenextmorningIwokewithmorningsickness.

Iwasn'tthisusedtothisthingIthinkI'llnever

getusedtoitanytimesoon.afterthrowingupI

brushedmyteethandwashedmyfacethen

headtotheguestroom..hisdoorwasopenbut

Ididn'tjustenter;Iknocked.

Me:baby?

Lwethu:What?Whatdoyouwant?

Iblinkedawaymytearsandtriedtoignorethe

disappointmentonmychest.Ithoughthe

wouldbealreadyoveritbynowbutIguesshis

angerlastforever..

Me:Canwetalk?

Ididn'twanttoseenvanuerabletohim butmy

voicecameoutshaking..

Lwethu:No

Me:Please..Ijustwannaexplain.



Ididn'tknowwhatwasigoingthroughexplain

butIneededthattalktohim,Iwasn'tusedto

thiscoldnessofhim.IwantedmyoldLwethu

notthiscoldandruthlessone..

Lwethu:IsleptaloneherebecauseIwanted

space,Iwantedtogetawayfrom youandnot

seeyousopleasecontinuetogivemethatI'll

talktoyouwhenI'm ready.

ThistimeIcouldn'tholdmytears..

Me:Okay,Iloveyou.

Lwethu:Shobawo.

Wow..

Tobecontinued..

SIBAHLE:hisheartinahumanform.

CHAPTER46.
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LWETHU.(DON)

WhenIarrivedathomeaftermyafternoonwalk

totrainmylegsandbones,Iwasimmediately

welcomedbyasmellofdinner.itwasa

delicioussmellthatmademystomachto

grumbleinthatsecond..Iclosedthedoor

behindmeasIwasabouttotakeoffmyhoodie

Sibaemergedfrom thekitchenwithadish-cloth

inhand,shelookedsobeautifulinthatdress

shewore-shewassogorgeousIcouldn'thelp

butstare.nomatterhowangryIwasather,I

couldneverdenythefactthatIwastheluckiest

bastardinthecountrytohaveSibahleConway

asawomanandthemotherofmychild.we

staredateachotheracrosstheroom aseither

oneofussaidanythingtooneanother.Iwas

stillmadatherbutnottoomuch.



Siba:baby..

Me:hi

Siba:ndicelasithethe.(Canwepleasetalk)

Teeks'sfirsttimewasplayingaroundthehouse

softlyasthesmelltheofdinnerlingered

around..thehousewaswarmly,ithadthat

homelyfeelingintoit.

Me:Okay

Wesatdownonthecouchintheliving,shesat

besidesmeandheldmyhandsintomyherlap.

herbabybumpwaslittlevisibleagainstthe

fabricthesheworemakinghertinywaisttobe

alittlethick.

Siba:beforewetalk,canwenotshoutateach

other?

Me:Alright..

Shetookadeepbreathbeforeshestarted



talking..

Siba:baby..Iknowandunderstandthatyou're

prettyupsetaboutwhatNathitoldyouandI'm

sorrythatIhideitawayfrom you.butI'm not

sorrythatIshotthatbastard,hedeserveditand

Iwassavingyourass.Yes,IknowthatIputus

indangerbutIwasn'tgoingtoletyoudie-my

childwasn'tgoingtogrowupwithoutherfather

inherlife.Icompletelyunderstandthatyou

weredoingthisforus,butwhatifthatdidn't

work?Whatifhekilledyoubutstillwentafter

me.whowasgoingtoprotectmewhenyou're

dead.

AsmuchasIdidn'twanttoadmit,shewas

quiterightabouteverythingshesaid.shemade

agoodpointbutstill..

Me:IhearyouandIunderstandeverythingyou

justsaid.YouknowthatIdon'tlikebeingliedat,

keptinthedarksinceIdon'tdothattoyoubut

youhidethisawayfrom me.we'repartnerswe



supposedtotelleachothereverythingbutit's

okayIforgiveyoubecauseIknowyouwon'tdo

itagain.I'm sorrythatIwasbeinganassthis

morning,Ididn'tmeantohurtyourfeelings.

Siba:Idon'tlikeitwhenwefight,Andweplease

communicate?whetherwe'renotinspeaking

termsorwhatnotbutpleaselet'scommunicate.

Idon'tlikebeingpushedaway..I'm notsaying

givemeaffectionbutbetransparent.

Me:IunderstandandI'm sosorryagain.I'lldo

betternexttime..sowe'regoodnow?nomore

sleepingintheguestrooms?

Shegiggled..

Siba:You'retheonewhochoosetosleepinthe

guestroom butyeswe'regood.

IsmiledasIgrabbedthebackofherheadand

kissedheronthemouth,tastingtheorange

juiceshejustdrank..

Siba:Iloveyou



Me:Iloveyou,baby.

....

Aftershowering,SibaandIweheaddinnerin

infrontofafireplacesinceitwasabitcoldthat

evening.wetalkedaboutalotofthings..like

whenarewegoingforbabyshoppingandwhat

not,itwasnicetositdownwithherlikethisand

watchinghertalk.thethingsyouusedtotake

forgrantedarethethingsyouenjoywhenyou

foundtherightpersontodothem with..Siba

wasablessinginmylife,shegaveme

somethingandahappinessIneverknewI

lacked.

Me:TomorrowI'm goingbacktowork.

Siba:Areyousure?can'twehearfrom the

doctorfirst?



Me:No..I'm goingback,mybusinesswill

collapsemosxakunje.

Siba:Itwon't,I'm hereforthatmos.

Me:YouhaveyourownbusinessSiba,Idon't

wanttoburdenyou.

Siba:but-

Me:Let'sjustleaveitalone.

ShesighedindefeatknowingthatIwasn't

goingtochangemymindaboutmydecision..

••••

SIBAHLE.(SIBA)

Ziya:soeverythingisgoodbetweenthetwoof

you?

Me:Yeswe'reokay,justalittleargument.



Shenodded..

Ziya:Iwastotallyworriedaboutyou,Lwethu

wassoupsetwhenheleft.

Me:Yeah..hecanbealittledramaticbutwe

sortoutourissues.

Ziya:I'm happythenbutnawesibawhydidn't

youtellhim?

Me:Iknewhewasgoingtobehavelikethis..

Lwethulikestoexaggeratethingsandmakea

bigdeal.

IsaidasIstirredthepastaonmyplate.we

wereatFourseasonsforlunch.

Ziya:Heshouldbegratefulthatyousavedhis

assinsteadofbeingagressivewithyou.

Me:inhonestlyspeakingIkindaunderstand

where'scomingfrom.Ziyathisishisfirstchild

andhedidn'twanttolosethatsohechooseto

sacrificehimself.



Ziya:It'sstillthesamething,whetherhe'safirst

timedadorwhat.ifhediedthereitwasn'tgoing

tomakeadifferencebecausehewasstillnot

goingtoseehischild.

ShewasbeingwaytoosensitivenowandIhad

tostopher..

Me:Ziyanda

Ziya:What?heshouldbegratefulinsteadof

beinganass.

Me:Ziyanda!!Iunderstandthatyou'reangry

thathedidn'tsay'thankyouSibaforsavingme'

it'sokayIdidn'tneedhisgratitudeanyway

becauseIdidthatoutoflove.there'sonething

thatIwon'tacceptisyouspeakingthatway

abouthim.he'smyman,I'm theonlyonewho

hastherighttocallhim namesnotyou-you

don'thearmesayingthingslikethatabout

Nathi..soplease,let'srespecteachother's

partners.areyoustayingorgoingbecausemy



lunchisalreadyover.

Shedidn'tsayanything,shejuststared.

Me:Iguessyou'restayingthen.

Ipushedthechairbackwiththebackofmy

kneesandstoodup.Iputfewnotesofcashon

thetableandwalkedout,myheelstapping

loudlyonthewoodenfloor.

.

.

.

BeforeIheadhomethatafternoon,Ipassedby

theshopthatsellbabyclothes.Ijustwantedto

checkaroundsomethingsandmakealistfor

thetimeI'm goingtodobabyshopping.

Iwasattheromperailewhenawoman'svoice

spokebehindmecatchingmyattention..



Voice:Wemeetagain.

Iturnedaroundandimmediatelyrecognized

her..

Me(smiling):Irememberyouthistimearound.

Shegiggledandsheside-huggedmebecause

herstomachwastoobiglikeshewaspregnant

withtwinsorsomething..

Hloba:I'm gladyoudo,how'spregnancy?

Me:Goodactually,butIhatethesicknessand

thefatiguesometimeshow'syours?

Shesighed..

Hloba:Jesus..Iwanttogivebirthalready,I'm

tiredofannoyingmyhusband.

Welaughed..

Me:I'm sureQamatawillunderstandsincehe's

thewhoknockyouup.

Hloba:Hewillhavetosuckitupneh?



Me:unfortunatelyforhim.

Hloba(laughing):Sudika!

tobecontinued..
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LWETHU.(DON)

Myassistantspokethoughtheintercom asI

listened.

Gail:Sir,Yourbrotherisheretoseeyou.

Me:lethim in



Gail:Alright

Secondslater,thedooropenedasNathi

steppedinsideandclosedthedoorbehindhim.

Ididn'tlookupathim becauseIwasoccupied

withthebunchofpaperworkIhadattheoffice

sincethebusinesspickedupsinceIcameback

andIwantedtobeonalanewitheverything.

Nathi:shobawo.

Me:Mkhuluwa.thisisanicesurprise,what

bringsyouhere?

Hewalkedovertomydeskandtookaseaton

thechairoppositemine..

Nathi:IwasintheneighborhoodsoIthoughtI

shouldstopby.Wannagetsomebeer?

Me:IwouldlovethatbutasyoucanseethatI'm

occupiedandI'm tryingtosetthingsbackto

normal.

Henodded..



Nathi:Iunderstand.

Me:stillnonewsonLudwe?

Hesighedandrubbedthebackofhisneck..

Me:Whatisit?

Nathi:thatbastardsentamessageyesterday

butwhenweweretryingtohackitbackwe

couldn't.itwasabummer.

Me:WhatthefuckistheJake'sjob?he'stotally

slackingonthisone.weusedtohack

dangerouspeopleandgetthroughbuthecan't

dothattoLudwe?Sometimesisdefinitely

wronghere!

Hestaredatmelikehewasconsideringmy

words.somethingwassurelynotgetting

togetherhere..AndIcanfeelit.

Nathi:I'lltryanddosomethingaboutit

Me:No.don'tdoanythingwithoutme,Lateron

we'reheadingtothewarehouseJakewill



definitelytelluswherethehellLudweis.

henodded..

Nathi:Okay,I'llseeyoulaterthen.

Heturnedaroundandwalkedoutclosingthe

doorbehindhim..

Itookmyphoneoutofmypocketandcalled

oneofmyguardsatmyestate.

Vuyo:Sir?

Me:Vuyo,Ineedoneofmypowerfulweapons

bedeliveredatwhereI'm currentlystaying.

Vuyo:Rogerthat

Ihungup..

Jakewasdefinitelyshittingwithme!

...

Aroundlunchtime,Ireceivedacallfrom Siba.

withasmileonmyfaceIansweredthecall.



Me:babymomma.

Icouldfeelherbeautifulsmileoverthephone..

Siba:babydaddy,howareyou?

Me:I'm Okaybaby,howareyouandAvery?

hasn'tshegivenyouanytrouble?

Shesighed..

Siba:besidestheweirdcravingsIkeepon

gettingI'm doingfine.

Me:That'sgood,Imissyou

Siba:Imissyoutoo,Icalledtoaskyouifyou

canbringmesomepizza?I'm pretty.

DON'TCOMMENTNOW,IM NOTDONEWITH
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Siba:I'm prettyoccupiedinhere,Ihavea

meetingwiththeboardroom in20minutes.

Me:I'm sorrybaby,Iwon'tbeabletocome

myselfI'm busytoobutI'llsendmyassistant.

Siba:Iwantedtoseeyoubutit'sfine

Me:You'llseemelater.

Siba:Okay,loveyou.

Me:loveyoutoo

Ihungupandwentbacktowork..

••••

ZIYANDA.(ZIYA)

Sibacalledmearoundlunchtimeandaskedme



tobringherfood,shewasonly5months

pregnantbutshewaseatinglikehell.shewas

gettingbigandcute,sheevenstruggledtowalk

hereandtherebutshedidn'twanttotakea

maternityleave..inthesayingthatherbusiness

iseverythingtohershedoesn'ttrustanyone

withit.

Ileftmysalonandheadtoapizzaplacedown

theroadtobuypizzaforSibaandsomedrinks

thendrovetoherworkplace.Nathicalledmeas

Iwasabouttoparkthecarontheparkinglot.

Me:baby?

Nathi:sthandwa,thecaketastingiswhattime

tomorrowkanene?

Me:Around1babes,atallgoodbakery.

Nathi:Alright,bye.

Me:bye



Ihungupandgotoutthecarwalkingtothe

entrance..

••

SIBAHLE.(SIBA)

Runningasuccessfulcompanywasn'tachild

playespeciallyforapregnantwomanlikeme

butIhadtogetthejobdoneeventhoughitwas

strugglebecauseIwas5monthspregnantnow

andgaininglotofweight,Iwasmorethicker

thanusualspeciallyonmythighs.Ididn'tlikeit

butLwethudoes,healwaystoldmehow

beautifulIwasandallthat..suchaprivilegeto

haveababydaddylikethatwhodoesn'ttoy

withyourfeelingsandinsecurities.

Itwasabout7pm intheafternoon,Iwasabout



togohomeandIwasaloneinthebuilding.

Everyonehadgonehomeandhoursago,Iwas

leftbehindbecauseofadeadlineIhadtoreach.

Iwasabouttoturnoffmycomputerwhenthe

securityalarm system litup,whichmeantthat

someonehadexcessinthebuildingrightnow..

fearstartedcreepingonmeasIwalked

towardsthecomputertocheckthecamerason

thefirstfloor.therewereabout5meninBlack

suitsandsunglasseswalkingtowardsmyoffice,

IpickedupmyphoneanddialledLwethu.

Lwethu:Whenareyoucominghome?

Me:ListenIdon'thavemuchtimeneh,thereare

about5meninBlacksuitsinmybuildingandI

thinkI'm abouttobekidnapped..dowhatever

youhavetodotosaveme.Iloveyou.

Ihungupastheelevatorpingedandthedoors

openedasthemenwithgunssteppedin.

Me:didn'tyourmamateachedyouhowto



knock?

tobecontinued..
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ThefeelingIhadremindmewhenIgotacall

from mymothersayingthatmyfatherwas

gunneddownathisworkplace.Iwasstillin

collegethattimedoingmylastyearinCulinary

school,Iwasfeelingallsortsofemotions..Ifelt

myheartwasstampedintopiecesbyahammer

causingthebloodtooozeout.

ItwasexactlyhowIfeltnowafterSiba'scall,



butthistimeitwasdifferentIwasmixedwith

fearoflosingbothofthem -Iknewatsome

pointthatLudwewillstrikeandhefinduswhen

weletourguardsdown..fuckingpieceofshit.

AfterSibadroppedthecallonme,IcalledNathi

andwedrovetothewarehousetocollectevery

fuckingfirearm wecanfindandsomeofour

mentohelpuslookforSiba.luckilythatIhad

injectedatrackerdeviceinherankleforthings

likethis.Itriedtohardtostaycalm and

collectedbutIwasfailingdismallyinthis

situation,mywomanandourchildwerein

handsofadangerousmanwhowouldn't

hesitatetohurtthem;Iwouldn'tbeabletolive

withmyselfifsomethinghappenedtothem..

I'm suremybabywasscaredashellwherever

sheisbuttryingtostaycalm justforourAvery.



Nathi:bawo,sukhalamanwe'regoingtofind

them.

Me:Ican'thelpitman,she'sfuckingpregnant

shewon'tbeabletofightforherself!

Hemovedaroundthedeskandhuggedme..

Nathi:I'm sorryaboutthisbutwe'regoingto

findthem soonerorlater!

Me:I'm goingtokillthatbastard!

Nathi:Youandme,both.

Jakecameintotheroom aswewerepacking

theweaponsandotherswerebusywiththeir

laptopstryingtolocatethedeviceonSiba's

ankle..Ifuckinghatewaiting-waitingfor

whateverbuttherewasnothingIcoulddo

withoutknowingwhereshewas.

Jake:What'sgoingon?

Iwalkeduptohim andpinnedhim againstthe

wallasIthrewapunchonhim..



Jake:Whatthe-

Me:WherethefuckisSibahle?

Jake:I-Idon'tknow-

Me:Don'tfuckingdenyit!YouthinkIdon'tknow

thatyou'reworkingwithLudwe?Nowwherethe

fuckismywoman?

Myhandwenttohisneckandchockedhim..I

wassoangry,Iwantedtosnaphisneckatthat

momentbutIstillwantedsomeanswersfrom

him..

Jake:Listen-

Me:No!Youlisten,I'm goingtosnapyourneck

rightnowifyoudon'ttellmewherethefuck

SibaisorIshouldjustcutyourballsandfeed

them toyouhowaboutthat?

Hedidn'tsayanythingbutthefearinhiseyes

wasevident..

Me:Iaskedyouaquestion!



Jake:I-I..

Me:IguessI'llcutyourballsthen,Nathipass

thatknifehere..

Jake:Okay..Okay..I'lltellyou.

••••

SIBAHLE.(SIBA)

Panickinginsuchsituationsweren'tgoingto

helpme,Ihadtostaycalm formybabyandbe

abletothinkcriticallyonhowtoescape..my

dadalwaystoldmeIshouldnotdependon

anyonewithanythingespeciallymylife-I

wasn'tgoingtowaitforLwethutorescueIwas

goingtofindawayoutofhere.Iwasinacar,

blindfoldedandmyhandsbindedtogetheron

mylap.theydidn'tinjectmewithadrugsince



theysawthatIwaspregnantandthedrugwas

goingtobeadangeroustomybaby..atleast

thesebastardshadlittlehearts.

Therewereaboutfourofusinthecar,these

menworesuitsandsunglasseswithbaldheads

likeinamoviemydadlikedtowatchcalledthe

"Assassin's".

Me:Whereyouguystalkingme?

Icouldn'tseetheirfacesbecauseofthe

blindfoldbutIcouldhearthem talkalanguageI

couldn'tunderstand..Theydidn'tanswerme.

IsatthereasItriedtowigglemywristsoutof

thebindsbutwithnosuccess,thenIthoughtof

anideabutitwastoodangerousforawoman

inmysituation-beingpregnantImeanbecause

Ihadtojumpoutofthecarbutitwasallabout

survivalright?

Imovedmybindedhandsclosertothehandle



ofthecardoorandtriedtofeelIcouldopen

withmyhands..

Shit.

Thedoorwaslocked,Iheardoneoftheman

laughinginthefrontseat.

Man:Childsafetyworkshuh?

IwantedtocryatthatMoment..tearswere

burningatthebackofmyeyesbutIrefusedto

cry-toshowweaknessinfrontofanenemy.

Thecarcameintohalt,asthedoorsopened

andthemengotout..

Man1:Comeon,sweetheart.

Me:Don'tfuckingcallmethat!

hechuckled..

Man1:Whatwouldyouliketobecalled?Baby?

bunny?Sweetpie?



Theyallcrackedupinlaughter..theywere

fuckingsickbastards.

Theypulledmeoutofthecarastheyledthe

way..oneofthem grabbedmybutt

aggressively..

Me:Motherfucker!

Theypushedmeforwardtowalkfast.Iheard

doorsopenasweheadinside.Oneoftheman

tookoffmyblindfold,Ilookedaroundthis

building-itlookedlikeawarehousebutthisone

hadfirearmsallover,allkindsofgunswere

therearoundtheplaceitlookedlikeitwas

wheretheysold.

Voice:My..my..my.Whatdowehavehere?

SibahleConway.TheMillionaire,Thebosslady

whoshotspeople.

AnotherdeepvoicecamebehindmeasIturned

aroundandcameface-to-facewithabullkydark



skinnedmanwhowaswearingjeansand

hoodie..

Me:Abadassyoumean..

Hegaveadevilishandconnivinglittlesmile..he

lookedandcruelandintimidating.

Man:Yes..Abadass.butthat'sabouttochange,

You'regoingtobemybitchright?

Acoldshiverwentdownmyspineathiswords,

thereweresomethingabouthiscoldeyesthat

mademeshivereventhoughIwastryingto

showabraveface..

Me:inyourfuckingdreams!

Man:Fiesty..Ilike.IthinkI'm goingtoenjoy

breakingyou,butfirstthingsfirstwehaveto

getridofthat.

Heeyedmystomach..

No.

WashesayingwhatIthoughthewassaying..



Me:No

Man:Yes..I'm LudweDandalabytheway,nice

tomeetyou.

hekissedmycheekandwalkedaway..

Ludwe:Takehertothebasement!

Themengrabbedmeastheypulledmeupthe

stairsasItriedtofightthem off..

Me(crying):Noooooooo

Tobecontinued..
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ItwasunlikeSibanottopickupherphone,

speciallyatthistimebecauseshe'salways

insomniabecauseofthepregnant..Iwantedto

askheraboutsomethingregardingtobusiness

butherphonerangansweredwhichwas

strange.butIdidn'tdwellonitthatmuch

becauseshemust'vebeensleepingor

somethinglikethatsoIletitbe.

Itwasaround12midnight,Iwasathome..done

withdinnerandatebutNathiwasn'tathome-

hisphonewasoffevenLwethu's..Icouldn't

shakeoffthefeelingthatsomethingwaswrong,

Ididn'tknowwhatitwasorsomethinglikethat

butsomethingwasdefinitelywrongandthe

feelingwasconstant.Ireachedoutformy

phoneonthepedestalandtriedtocallNathi

againbutstillnothing,itwasoff.Igotofffrom

thebedandkneelednexttoitandprayedforhis

safety,prayforthebadfeelingIhadinmyheart.



AfterprayingIgotintobedandtriedtosleep

butIcouldn'tbecauseIwasn'tusedtosleeping

withoutNathinexttomeoraroundthehouse.

Imust'vefallenasleepwhilstwaitingbecauseI

waswokenupbymyphoneringingloudlyon

thenightstand.Itookitandanswered.

Me:hello?

Nathi:baby,areyoustillgood?

Me:YesI'm fine.Whereareyou?

Nathi:There'ssomethingthatLwethuandI,are

busywithokay?pleaseturnonthesecurityand

makesurealldoorsandwindowsareclosed

andsecure.

Me:Nathi,what'sgoingon?

Nathi:JustdoasIsay,Ziyanda.

Me:No!Iwanttoknowwhat'sgoingon?



Hesighed..

Nathi:Ididn'twanttotellyouthisbutLudwe

tookSiba.

Myheartfellintothepitofmystomachasmy

heartbeatsomuchfast..

Me(teary):No

Nathi:I'm sorry

Me:pleasetellmeshe'sokaywhereversheis.

Nathi:Wedon'tknowthatyetbaby..look

sthandwaSam Ihavetogoneh,Iloveyouso

much.

Me:Iloveyouandpleasedon'tdieonme.

Nathi:Iwon't.

HedroppedthecallasIlaymyheadonthe

pillowandcried..

Iknewsomethingwasdefinitelywrong!



•••••

SIBAHLE.(SIBA)

Iwasinthecoldbasement,layingonasingle

bedthathadalittlebitofsmell..Iwastotally

uncomfortable,thirtyandhavehungry.Ijust

wantedsomethingtoeatjustforthesakeofmy

child,Icouldsurvivethehungerbutshewon't.

thosebastardshadnoheart.

Thisplacewassecured,therewasn'tevena

wayofescapingbecausethewindowswere

verysmallandhighonthewindows.Thedoor

wasasteelanditopenedwithaface

recognizer..whichwasabummerbecauseI

couldn'teventrytoescape.Ihadhopedand

prayedthatLwethuwillfindmebeforethese

menkillmychild;Ludwewasacruel,ruthless

pieceofshit.Didn'theevenhadasmall



concience?Aheart?Iwastiredofcrying,Ihad

notearslefttocryandcryingwasn'ttohelpme

withanythingatalleitherthantoannoythese

menthere.

Thedoorbeepedindicatingthatsomeonewas

cominginside.ThedooropenedasLudwegot

inside;thatevilsmileonhisfaceashehada

trayoffoodinhishands.

Ludwe:Bosslady,stillokay?

Ididn'tsayanythingIjuststaredathim..

Ludwe:Okay.Silenttreatment,Iguess.anywayI

broughtyousomefoodsincethebabymightbe

hungry..sohere.

Heplacedthetrayonmylap,thefoodsmelled

sodelicious..

Me:howam Igoingtoeatwithmyhands

binded?



Ludwe:Ohyeah,don'ttryanythingstupidokay?

Youwon'tliketheconsequences.

Icutoffthebindswithaknifelettingmyhands

free,Irubbedmywriststogetherastheywere

pinkfrom thetightnessoftherobe.

Ludwe:Eat,I'llbebackforthatprocedure.

Hewinkedandwalkedout,Inolongerhadno

appetitebutIhadtoeatforthesakeofAvery.

Iwokeuptiedtothebed,asthemonitorand

otherhospitalthingswereontheroom.there

wasaevenadriponmyarm -IwasbindedI

couldn'tmove.Ittookmefewminutestofigure

outwhatwasgoingtohappen.

Theyweregoingtokillmybaby.

Therewas3menintheroom,includingLudwe

andthedoctor.therewasnothingIcoulddoto

savemychildeitherthancryingforhelp..



Me(crying):Gentleman,pleasedon'tdothis!

Ludwesmirkedandcameclosertothebed..

Ludwe:Ahhthebadassisawakeandcrying.

whatasight!

Me:Ludwe,I'm beggingyou.Pleasedon'tkillmy

child..she'sinnocentfrom allthisplease.

Mypleaseandcriesfellintodeadears,Ludwe

wasn'teventouched.

Doc:Everythingisready..

Me(crying):Nooooplease!!!

Thedoctorgrabbedmylegsandseparated

them apartasItriedtoclosethem notletting

him dothiscruelty.

Ludwewasabouttosaysomethingwhen

gunshotsachoedallaroundthebuildingmaking

allthementojumpupandtookouttheowns..

hopefilledmyheartthatit'sLwethu,hewas



theretorescueme..

Ludwesmiled..

Ludwe:JustthemanIwanted,lookedlike

boyfiecameforyou..soromantic!

Hewassodisgusting!

Thegunshotscamrmecloserandcloserasthe

doctorheldmylegstightandinsertedhisfinger

onmycoochie.Ineverfeltsoviolatedanddirty.

ItwaslikeIhadrightsatallasthemotherof

thebaby.

ThedoorburstopenedasLwethuraninsidethe

room withNathibehindhim,hewassocovered

inbloodandhelookedsoangryIalmostdidn't

recognizehim.hewasn'tnolongermyLwethu

whowaskindandLoving..hewasshowingthe

wrathoftheDoneveryoneknewhim about.

hewasabouttochargetoLwethubuthaltedon



hisstepsashenoticedmebindedonthebed,

knivesandscissorsnexttomeandthedoctors

handbetweenmylegs..hiseyescoatedwith

tearsinasplitofasecondasitalsodawnedto

him whatwasgoingtohappentome.he

walkedtoLudweandpunchedhim sohardon

thefaceasLudwe'sbodyguardsheldhim back..

Ludwe:You'regoingtoregretthat!Doyourjob

Doc.

Me:Please!Lwethu!

Lwethutriedtowigglehimselfoffthegribof3

menholdinghim.hiseyessofulloftears..

Lwethu:Motherfucker!Lethergo.

Ludwe:Notyet,we'regoingtotakethatthing

outofherstomachfirstbeforewelethergo.

Lwethu:Nooo!

Hisdeepvoiceachoedallaroundtheroom..

Ludwe:Yes



Hedidn'tcareabouthisprideanymore,if

someonehadseenhim cryorbeg..

Lwethu(crying):Comeonman,pleasedon'tdo

this.it'smewhoyouwant,leaveheraloneI'm

beggingyou!

Iwasalreadysobbingtoo,wewereaboutto

loseourlittlegirl.

tobecontinued..
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Nathihadn'tgottenbacktomewithfeedback,

aboutSiba'skidnapping..didtheyfindheror



not?Iwaslosingmymindinthisdamnhouse.I

couldn'tsleepanymoreanditwasalready3am

inthemorning,Iwasworriedsickaboutmy

bestfriend-IwonderedifsheandbabyAvery

areokaywherevertheyare;Iprayedandasked

toGodtokeepthem safeuntilNathiand

Lwethufindthem andIknowthatLwethuwill..

helovedSibatoomuchtoletherdieinthe

handsofthatcruelman.

IhatedLudwedandala!

Withallmyheartfordoingthistopregnant

womanwho'snotsupposedtobestressingand

anythingclosetothat.

Imadesurethatalldoorsandwindowsare

closedasNathisaidIshould,Iwasscaredtoo

nowwonderingifLudweandhismencome

herewhatam goingtodo?butsecuritywas

installedsotheywouldhavehardtimegetting



insidethepremises..

Ihopedthatallofthem weresafeandokay,I

hopedthatLwethuandNathisavedthem -I

couldn'tlosemybestfriend.Icouldlivewithout

her,butIdidn'twanttolivewithouther..she

wasthesisterIneverhad.

•••

LWETHU.(DON)

Alltheenergyandtheoxygendrainedoutofmy

bodysystem whenIsawthepositiontheloveof

mylifewasin,ourlittlebundleofjoywemade

togetherwasabouttobetakenoutofhersafe

placeuntilshewasreadytobewithus..in

whichwashermother'swomb.Ilostallthe

sensesofthinking,allIthoughtaboutwasthe



safetyofmyfirstchild;myfirstborn.Ihadto

fightforbothofthem,Sibahadhopeinmefor

savingthem andtakingthem outofthis

predicamentbutwewerekindaoutnumbered

becausewewereatLudwe'sterritory.Itis

alwayssaidthatit'sdangeroustoattackan

enemyathisterritorybecausehehastheupper

handbutinthiscasewehadnochoicebecause

myfamily'sliveswereattheexpense.

Iwasheldby3men,stoppingmefrom reaching

thatdoctorandsnaphisheadoff..Iwasso

angry,solivid-ragepumpinginmybloodveins

liketheywereabouttoburst.tearsfloodingmy

eyesandmakingmyversionblurry.hearingmy

babycryandbegLudwenottokillourchildwas

killingmeinside,Iwantedtojumpintohim and

stabhim inthenecktodeath-butIwasheld,

andheldtightwithnomovementsoIhadno

choicebuttobegthissonofabitch.



Me:Ludwe,don'tdothisbawo..thisisunborn

baby,she'sinnocentshedoesn'tknowanything!

heckshedoesn'tevenknowherownnameyet.

Ludwe:Shutthefuckup!Thiscuntyoucalla

womanshould'vethoughtaboutthatbeforeshe

shotme!

Me:Shewastryingtosaveme!shedidn'twant

ourdaughtertogrowupwithoutbothofher

parents.shewantedourdaughtertoexperience

theloveofbothparents..howwouldyoufeelif

someonedidthistoyourwomanorsister?

Likemywordsdidn'taffecthim oranything.he

justplainlyignoredmeandnoddedforthe

doctortocontinue..

Ludwe:You-



Hewasabouttosaysomethingwhenhisphone

ranginsidehispocket,hewalkedfurtheraway

from ustoanswerit.

Icouldn'tseeNathianywherehere,andIknew

inthatmomentthathewenttodosomething.

Ludwe:baby?

hesaidashetalkedoverthephone,Itriedto

wigglemyselfoffthegripofthesemenbutthey

heldmetight-IwantedtorantoSibaand

comforther,shewasacryingmessandscared..

soIwas.

Me:Iloveyou

IsaidtoSibaaswewerestarringateachother

insorrow..

Siba:Iloveyoutoo,baby.

Ludwe:What?

IwatchedLudwe'sfacegoingtoSoft..



confused..angry..scared.alltheseemotions

wereonhisfacetheentiretime.Ijustwantedto

holdmybaby.

Ludweremovedthephonefrom hisearandput

itonhischestasIheardawoman'svoiceover

thephone..soundlikeshewascrying.

Voice:Pleaseletthem gobaby,thismanhereis

goingtokillme.pleaseI'm beggingyou!

Heclosedhiseyesshutlikeherwordsstabbed

him straighttotheheart..

Hopemadeitwaytomyheartasmyinstinct

toldmethatNathihadsomethingtodowith

this.

Tobecontinued..

SIBAHLE:hisheartinahumanform.
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Ludweclosedhiseyestightashebreathed

heavilylikehewasdebatingwithhimselfof

howtoletusgoandprotectwhoeverthat

womantalkingoverthephonewas.Ludweput

thephoneonloud-speakerasNathi'svoice

achoedoverthespeaker.

Nathi:Ludwe,Ithinkwe'regoingtodothismy

wayalright?I'm hereholdinghostageyour

pregnantgirlfriendandhergayfriend.Iwant

youtoreleaseSibaandLwethuassoonas

possiblebeforeIblewtheirbrainsout;Youhave

3minutestodothatifdon't?They'redead.

Thenhedroppedthecall..



Ludwe:Fuuuuuuuuck!!!!

Hekickedoffthechairsandturnedtables

upsidedownashebreathedheavily..hewas

upsetlikeIwas,IwassurethatheknewhowI

feltatthisveryrightmoment..

Me:I'm sureyouknowhowam Ifeelingright

now,letustoLudwe..Youdon'thavetokeepus

here.

Hestaredatmeforawhileasheabsorbedmy

wordsthenpickeduphisphonefrom thefloor..

Ludwe:Letthem go!

Withthatsaidhewalkedoutbangingthedoor

behindhim..

ThemenletgoofmeasIranintoSiba.she

huggedmetightasshecriedonmychest-

wettingmyshirtintheprocess..

Me:I'm sorry(crying)



Siba:It'sokay..it'snotyourfault.

Me:I-

Siba:Ssshh..don'tsayanythingokay?Ourbaby

isfineandwe'refinethat'sallthatmatters.

Me:I'm sohappythatyou'reokay.

Igrabbedthebackofherheadandturnedher

headtolookatmestraightintheeye.Shewas

sobeautifuleveninsuchpredicamentwewere

in.

Me:Iloveyousodamnmuch,baby.

Siba:Iloveyoutoo.

Ibroughtherfaceclosertomineaswesealit

withanintimateandpassionatekissbetween

twoloverswholovedeachotherlikehell.

Thecarpulledupatthegateofourhouse,I

didn'tthoughtthatI'devercomebackhere

again.ItoldmyselfthatI'm goingtheretodieor



something.LikeSibawasthinkingthesame

thing;shewaslookingaroundheryardaswe

walkeduptothefrontdoor.Mybabywaslittle

traumatizedbecauseshewascrying,shecried

alotonthewaycominghereandholdingher

stomachlikeshecouldn'tbelievethatourbaby

wasstillthere..Icouldn'tbelieveittoo.

Wegotoutthecarandheadinsidethehouse.I

grabbedherbythearm andbackedheragainst

thedoorasIkissedherhardonthemouthwith

myotherhandonherswollenstomach..

Siba:MakeLovetome

Abreathwasknockedoutofmyribcageswith

herchoiceofwords..

Me:Yourwishmycommandmybaby.

Wecontinuedtokissaswewalkedtotheliving

room onthecouches..

IwassuppergratefultoGodforgivingmesuch

wonderfulgifts.



....

WhenIwokeupthenextmorning,Idid

everythingIcouldn'tgiveheryesterday.Nathi

hadn'tcalledbackafterIlefthim several

missedcalls..Iwasn'tsurewhatwasgoingon

butitwasfine.

Ididn'tknowwhathappenedwithLudweandI

didn'tcare;Thatpieceofshit,instilledsome

paranoia,fearandanxietyoffearingthatSiba

mightbetakenawayfrom meandI'dneversee

heragain.

Iwokeupandmadebreakfastforherinbed,

runahotbathbubblesasshewasstillsleeping

onthebedroom.

AfterIwasdonepreparingthebreakfastasI



tookitoutmyphonefrom thepocketandcalled

Nathi.

Butitwenttovoicemailagain..

Ididn'tknowwhattodonow,butIwasgoingto

talktohim lateron.

••••

SIBAHLE.(SIBA)

ZiyandarantomeasLwethuandIgotinside

therestaurantholdinghands..

Ziya:Ohmyword..Ican'tbelieveyouarehere!!

Shehuggedmetightlikeshecouldn'tbelieve

thatIwasthereandIsurvived.Iwassohappy

tobebackandhealthywithmybaby-itwasall

becauseofherfiànce;SiphenathiMakhubalo.



Me:I'm herebabes,safeandsound.

Ziya:ohmyGod,I'veneverbeensoscaredin

mylife.

Iwassoscaredtoo,especiallywhentheywere

goingtotakemybabyoutofmebeforetime

andwasgoingtokillher.Iwassotraumatized

bythat,Nightmareswerekeepingmeupat

nightbecauseofthatfuckingstinkyplace..

Ziya:Iloveyou

Me:Iloveyoutoobabes.

Wewenttositdownonthetable,Iwalkedover

toNathiandhuggedhim..

Me:Thankyousomuch.

Nathi:Don'tsweatit,that'swhatfamilyisfor

right?

Us:Ofcourse.



WesataroundthetableandordereddrinksasI

stickedwithmyjuiceandpizza.

Lwethu:Weddingpreparationsstillgoing?

Nathi:Yes..wecouldn'tpostpone.

Me:It'sokay,atleastafterthisdisasterthere's

somethingamazingtolookforwardto.

Ziyastuckonmyside,clingyaseversinceshe

almostlostmeforeverinthehandsofthatman

butfunnyenoughIdidn'tevenhatehim..

Me:What'sgoingtohappenwithLudwenow?

Theyshrugged..

Me:Don'tyouthinkyouguyscanburrythe

hatchetnow?Thishasbeenlongoverdue!

Lwethu:No

Me:baby..

Lwethu:Sibahle,WhenIsaynoit'sanonothing

else.I'm notgoingtoburryanyshitwiththat



pieceofshitbecausewealmostlostourAvery

Becauseofhim..nowyou'retellingmeabout

burryingahatchet?Hellfuckingno!

Me:Ididn't-

Lwethu:ndicelasiyekebeforesixabane.(Let's

leaveitbeforewefight)

Me:Iunderstand,Ididn'tmeantoupsetyou.

hekissedthebackofmyhandandsmiledat

me.

Lwethu:It'sokay

Isolovedhim..

tobecontinued...

SIBAHLE:hisheartinahumanform.
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ZIYANDA.(ZIYA)

NathiandI,metupwiththeweddingplannerat

fourseasonsrestaurant.weweregoingto

discussfinaltouch-upsofthingslike,dresses,

attiresformenandcateringsincewewere

goingtohaveatraditionwedding.Iwasso

excitedformyweddingeventhoughmyparents

werenotgoingtobethereonmybigdaybut

myauntandunclefrom mymother'ssidewere

goingtobethereformethroughouteverything.

AndalsoLwethuandSibawouldbetheresoI

wasgratefultobehonest.

Afterthemetupwiththeweddingplanner,

NathidrovestraighttothewarehouseasIdrove

toSiba'shousetoseehowsheandbabyAvery

areholdingupafterthetraumatizingexperience

theybothbeenthrough.Shewasn'tbackat



workyet;sinceshewasalreadyshowingand

herstomachwasalittlebitbigger.Thewhole

idealmadeSibanottoenjoyherpregnancythat

muchbecausewherevershewent-shehadto

lookoverhershoulderbecausethatbastard

Ludwewaslurkingallovertheplace..

IgottoSiba'shouseandrangthebellasshe

openedthedoorlookingallsortsofcutewith

thatnudetracksuitshewaswearing-herface

freefrom make-up.

Me:hibabe

Ihuggedher..

Siba:heysis.Youlookgood

Me(smiling):Thanks,Youglowingtoo.

SheopenedthedoorwiderformesothatI

couldgetin.Lwethuwasseatedonthedinner

tableaspaperswerescatteredalloverthetable.

Me:HiLwethu.



helookedupatmeandsmiled..

Lwethu:heyZee,Yougood?

Me:I'm fine.You?

Lwethu:Gettingthere,weddingfittingsare

tomorrowright?

Me:Yes..at4.

HelookedoveratSiba..

Lwethu:You'llbethere,baby?

Siba:ofcourse..can'tmissitfortheworld.

Hecollectedhispapersandstoodup..

Lwethu:I'llgiveyouladiessomespace,niceto

seeyouZee.

Me:Youtoo.

Hewalkedupstairs..

Siba:Youhaveagoodtiming,wehavepastaon

thepantry.ShouldIdishupforyou?



Me:Yesplease

••••

LWETHU.(DON)

IwaslayingonthebedwhenSibagotinsidethe

room holdingtwocupsofhotchocolateand

marshmallows.Itwasaround6intheafternoon;

Ziyandajustleft..theyhadbeentakingand

talkingforeverwithloudlaughsinbetween..

Siba:broughtussomething..

Isatupstraightasshehandedthecupofhot

chocolatetome.

Me:Thankyoubaby

Shegotunderthecoverswithmeaswelayside

-by-sideinbed.Iwassogratefultobeableto



laynexttoherlikethis,enjoyingthe

warmthnessandthequietnessofourbedroom;

whenLudwegotherIthoughtIwasgoingto

loseher-Ithoughtweweregoingtoloseour

littleAverywhom welookedforwardtomeet

everysingleday.ThewhoidealwithLudwe

mademeloveandappreciateSibahleConway

more..itmademethankGodforgivingme

suchastrongwomanbymyside.

Imovedmyhandtoherstomachandbrusheda

little..Iwasabouttorestrainmyhandwhen

Averykicked.Sibajumpedoffinbedkickingmy

cupawayintheprocess..

Siba:OhmyGod,didyoufeltthat?

Inoddedwithahappysmileonmyface..my

daywaskeepinggettingbetterandbetter..

Me:Shefeltherdad'stouch.

Siba(teary):ohmyword,Ican'tbelievethis!



Imovedclosertoherandwrappedmyarms

aroundherwaistasIpulledherclosertome

andkissedheronthemouth.

Me:Iloveyou,baby.

Siba:Iloveyoutoo,sweetheart.

•••

SIBAHLE.(SIBA)

Ihadn'tbeentoworksincethataccident,Ihad

someoneholdingthefortformeuntilIgive

birthandreadytobeatworkagain.sinceIwas

doinganythingatthemomenteitherthan

eating,doingyogaandsleeping..Alsoreading.

Itwasdailyroutineforme.



ThenextmorningIwokeupanddecidedto

makebreakfastforLwethusincehewasthe

onetakingcareofmeafterLudwedecidedto

takemewithoutmypermission.butfunny

enough,Iwasn'tmadatthedude;Ijustwanted

peace.Apeacefulandamazinginvironmentmy

daughtertobewelcomedin-Ididn'twantherto

arrivewhileherFatheranduncleareinthe

middleofwarwithadangerousmanalivebut

therewasnothingIcando..thesemenwere

bothstubborn.

AsIwasstillcookinginthekitchenIreceiveda

callfrom anunknownnumber..

Me:hello?

Caller:hey..am IspeakingtoSibahleConway?

Me:Yes..thisisshe.whoam Ispeakingto?

Caller:I'm YanelisaXaluva,Ludwe'swoman.

canwemeettomorrow?Iwannatalktoyou.



Me:WhatmakesyouthinkI'llagreetomeetup

withyou?

Caller:becauseIbelievewewantthesame

thing;ourbabiesbeborninpeace.Areyoukeen?

Me:I'm notsure

Caller:Callmeonthisnumberifyousomehow

changedyourmind..bye.

Shehungup..

tobecontinued..

SIBAHLE:hisheartinahumanform.
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SIBAHLE.(SIBA)



Thatwoman'sphonecallleftmeinthoughts

thewholeentireday,Iwasdebatingmyself

whethertogomeetherandhearwhatshehad

tosayorshouldIjustleaveitalone..butIwas

curiousandobviouslyIwantedLwethuand

Ludwetoburrythehatchet.Ididn'twantmy

childtobebornbetweenthechoas,wherethey

willbetimewehadtorunorfightbecausethe

enemyistheretofightorattackus;Ican'thave

mychildtobeexposedtothatkindoflifebut

boththesemenarestubbornashell.

Thatday,LwethuandIwentshoppingforbaby

thingsandgroceries.Iwasfewmonthsaway

from givingbirthsowehadtobereadywith

everything-Icouldn'twaitformybabytoarrive

butIwasscaredatthesametime..Iwasheard

scarystoriesaboutgivingbirththatmademe

chickenedoutbuttherewasnothingIcoulddo.

IwasdoingthiswhetherIlikeditornot,Ihad

nochoiceinthematter.



Wepassedbythechemistbeforeheading

hometobuymyvitaminssinceminehadran

out.onourwayhomeIdecidedtobreaktheice.

Me:baby

Lwethu:mh?

Heturnedhisheadtolookatme,hisaviator

sunglassesseatedonthebridgeofhisnoseas

hisheadmovedside-waystothebeatofTeek's

firsttime.

Me:Iwantedtotalktoyouaboutsomething..

Lwethu:istheresomethingwrong?

Isqueezedhishandasitwasintertwinedwith

mineonhislap..

Me:No..nothingiswrong.

Lwethu:Okay..talkthen.

Me:ThismorningIreceivedacallfrom a



womancalledYanelisa..she'sLudwe'swoman

andshewantustomeetanddiscuss

something..

Iexpectedhim tobeshockedorevenbeangry

orshout..Ithoughthewasgoingtoreact

harshlybutfunnyenoughhewasprettycalm.

heglancedatmethenturnedbacktotheroad..

Lwethu:Doyouwannameetupwithher?

Me:Idon'tknow..

Lwethu:Cool..thenI'llmakeiteasyforyou,

awuyiapho.(Youain'tgoing)

Me:What?

Lwethu:Ididn'tstutterright?

Me:Yesbut-

Lwethu:Thenmymessagewasquiteclear..you



ain'tmeetingwiththatwoman.

Me:Youcan'ttellwhattodo!

Lwethu:OfcourseIcan'ttellyou..butcan'tyou

seethatthatthisisatrap?

Me:Whatifshejustwannatalk?tryingtofind

solutionstothispredicament?

Lwethu:I'm prettysureyoucandothis'talk'

overthephoneright?There'snoneedforany

meet-uphere.

Me:Lwethu,nothingisgoingtohappentome,

I'llevengowithSizweifthat'swhatyouwant..I

Justwanttohearwhatthewomanhastosay

nothingmuch.

Hesighed..

Lwethu:Idon'twanttoseem likeI'm controlling

youorwhatever,butbabyyoursafetyismy

priority!It'smyjobtomakesurethatyouand

Averyaresafebutrightnow?You'regoing



straightintotheLionsden.

Me:Justtrustmeokay?

Lwethu:Whateveryousay,baby.

WedrovehomeinsilenceasIwasthinking

aboutthisYanelisawoman.whatdidshewant?

Wasshetryingtosetmeup?Butshebegged

Ludwetoletusgothatnightwhenhe

kidnappedme..

OnceIgotsettledathome,Ipickedupmy

phoneandcalledthewoman..

Yanelisa:Iguessyoumadeyouchoice

Shehadanicebeautifulvoice..

Me:Let'smeettomorrowatFourseasons

restaurantaround12midday.howaboutthat?

Yanelisa:uhm..

Me:isthereaproblem?



Yanelisa:12isfine,seeyouthen.

Shehungup..

IhopedIwasmakingarightdecision..

.

.

.

Around12:03,thenextmorningIwasalreadyat

Fourseasons.ItwasabeautifulweathersoI

woreasundresswithsandles;someJean

jacketjustincasetheweatherchanges..

WhenIwalkedthroughthedoorIimmediately

recognizedYanelisabecauseshetoldmewhat

shewaswearingsoitwaskindaeasytoidentify

her-shealsoworeadressasherbabybump

wasvisibleunderthefabric.



Me:Hi.Yanelisaright?

Shelookedupatmeandsmiledwarmly..

Yanelisa:Yes..that'sme,YoumustbeSibahle?

Me:Yes

IopenedthechairasItookaseatoppositeher..

Yanelisa:Thankyouforagreeingtomeetme.

Inodded..

Shewasbeautifulnolies,withabeautiful

coffee-colouredskin.braidstiedneatlyontopof

herhead.Ialmostdidn'tbelievethatshewas

Ludwe'swoman.

Yane:firstlyIwouldtoapologiseforwhatmy

manputyouthrough.

Me:Youdon'thavetoapologise,itwasLudwe

whowrongedmenotyou.



Shedidn'tlooklikeathreat,sotherewasno

needformetotakeoutthepistolIhadonmy

purse..

Me:Sorry,Ididn'tmeantosoundrudeor

anythingbutwhyam Ihere?

Yane:Listen,I'm notafanofLudwe's

gangsterism andwhatnot.It'swhoheis,Ican't

changehim butthere'sonlyonethingthatI

won'tacceptfrom him ishowhethreatenedyou;

howhethreatenedtotakethebabyoutofyour

stomach..Iwon'tapologiseforhim becauseI

wasn'tthereandIdidn'ttellhim togoanddo

thisbutcanweworktogethertomakethese

menstopthis?thisisobviouslynotworthofus

losingourkidsright?I,personallyIdon'twant

mychildtobebornlikethis..whenthey're

father'sarebuttingheadslikehigh-schoolkids.

Me:Ihearyouloudandclear,butthequestion



is;howarewegoingtodothat?

•••

LWETHU.(DON)

Itwasaround3pm intheafternoonwhenSiba

camebackfrom wherevershewent.Iguess

shewenttomeetupwithLudwe'swoman..I

hadalreadycookedfoodandcleanedaround

thehousegivinghersometimetorelaxandbe

herselfshe'dbeenthroughenoughalready.

Shesteppedinsidethehouselookingso

beautifulinthatshortdressshewore,shehad

thatpregnancyglowthatmadeherlight

skinnedsofairandbeautiful..withthosewide

curvesIlovedtocaressduringlove-making.

SometimesIcouldn'tbelievemyluck,Icouldn't



believethatthisbeautiful,sexyandhot-shot

millionairewomanwasmineandshewasabout

tobethemotherofmychild.

Iwasaluckybastard!

Shetookoffhershoesbythedoorandmade

herwaytomewithacutesmileonherface..

Siba:Imissedyou!

Shethrewherarmsaroundmeasshehugged

meandkissedmeonthemouth..

Me(smiling):Imissedyoutoo,baby.howwas

lunchwithMrs.Dandala?

Sheshrugged..

Siba:Nothingmuch

Me:soyouain'tgoingtotellmeanything?

Siba:Nope..didyoucooksomething?



Changeofsubject..IseebutIletitbe.

Me:Imadechickenmarsala.

Siba:Yum..can'twaittodigin.

Me:I'lldishyouforyou.

Itookherhandasweheadedtothekitchen..

Me:Nathicalled,tomorrowistheattirefitting

andthecaketasting.

Shenodded..

Siba:Whattime?

Me:Around1

Siba:Alright.

Shejumpedontopofthecounterandsat.

Siba:onsecondthoughts..

Shegrabbedmebythet-shirtandpulledme

closertoherchest..



Siba:howaboutweforgetfoodandyoumake

lovetomeonthiscounter?

Ismiledwidelylikeakidgivenacandy..this

wasmusictomyears.

Me:Ohyeah?

Siba:Yeah.

Shegrabbedthebackofmyheardasshe

kissedmehardonthemouth..

Me:Iloveyou

Siba:Iloveyoutoo,sweetheart.

Shewastheoneforme..

tobecontinued..

SIBAHLE:hisheartinahumanform.

CHAPTER54.



•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••

LWETHU.(DON)

Iwasathome,afteralongdayattherestaurant.

Sibawasupstairssookingherselfinahotbath

torelaxherbodywhenmyphonerangontopof

thetable.Ireachedoutforitandanswered.

Me:Yeah?

Voice:I'm surprisedyouanswered

ItwasLudwe.It'sbeenweekssinceSibamet

upwithLudwe'swomanandnowhehadbeen

callingandcallingmewantingustomeetand

talk.I'dbeenignoringhiscalls;notwantingto

talktohim buthewasn'thavingnoneifit.



Me:Whatthefuckdoyouwant?

Ifuckinghatedtheguy,Iwantednothingtodo

withhim.notafterwhathehaddonetoSiba..

traumatizingherlikethat-shehadnightmares

becauseoftheshitheputherthrough.

Ludwe:Ijustwantustotalkyouknow,Iwon't

waityourtime.Youdon'thavetotalktome..

YoucanlistentowhateverthefuckIwantto

saythenleave.

Me:No

Ludwe:bawo-

Me:Don'teverfuckingcallmeagain,there's

nothingforustotalkaboutsodomeafavor

losemynumber!

Ihungup..



Igulpeddowntheremainsofscotchinmy

glassandstoodup.whenIturnedaroundSiba

wasbehindmelookingatmewithdisappointed

eyes..butIcouldn'tcareless!

Siba:Areyouevergoingtoletthisgo?

Me:No

Shesighed..

Siba:baby,Ihaveforgiventheguy.Yes,Idon't

likehim andwon'teverlikehim butcanwedrop

this?Youdon'thavetobefriendswithhim,I

justwantpeacealright?

Me:Idon'twanttotalkaboutthiseveragain,I

won'tbeburryingatfuckinghatchetwiththat

motherfuckerdoyouunderstandme?Suka

endlenindifunugqitha.(Moveoutoftheway,I

wannapass)

ShesighedindefeatknowingthatIwon'tbe



changingmymindanytimesoonsoshe

changedthesubject.

Siba:I'm abouttomakedinner,whatwouldyou

liketoeat?

Me:Anythingisfine.

Siba:I'llmakenoodlesthen.

Ismiledathertease.

Me:I'lleatthataswell,aslongitismadebyyou.

Siba:Right

Me:I'm goingtomakefewcalls,callmewhen

dinnerisready.

Siba:Okay

Ikissedhersoftlyonthemouthbeforewalking

upstairstothestudy.

....



Nathiansweredthephoneonasecondthird

ring.

Nathi:Mninawa.

Me:Suremkhuluwa,Areyougood?

Nathi:I'm nervousandexcitedatthesametime

bawo,canyoubelieveI'm marryingtheloveof

mylifethedayaftertomorrow?

Ichuckled..

Me:Iknowright?It'sbeenalongroadforyou

andZee.

Nathi:indeed,I'm gladshestoodbymyside

andhandledmybullshitwell.

Me:She'stheoneforyou.

Nathi:Enoughaboutyou..howareyouand

MissSiba?

Me:We'refine,soisthebaby.butLudwehas



beenanuisance.

Hishostilitywasfeltoverthephoneatthe

mentionofourbiggestenemy.

Nathi:Whatdidthatfuckerwant?

Me:Wantustoburrythehatchet,butit's

fuckingtoolateforthat!

Nathi:WhatdoesSibathinkaboutallthis?

Me:She'sfinewithit,sheforgavetheguyand

movedonwithitbutIcan't.allthosememories

ofwhatLudweputSibathroughkeepflashing

onmymindlikeatorchlight..Idon'tthinkI'll

everstophatingthatguy.

Nathi:That'sunderstandable,Whathedidto

Sibaisunforgettable.whatareyougoingtodo

now?dowhatSibawantsyoutodo?

Me:Fuckno!

Nathi:Don'tyouthinkSibaisright?I'm sureyou

don'twanttobringenemiesaroundyourchild



whenshe'sborn.whydon'tyoujustburrythe

hatchetandstaythefuckawayfrom him..just

forthesakeofAvery.

Me:No

Nathi:Lwethu-

Me:HaySiphenathi.Iwon'tdosomethingIdon't

wannado!

Hesighed..

Nathi:Fine

Me:Youalreadyruinedmymood,ftsekbyebye.

Hechuckled..

Nathi:Surebawo.

Hehungup..

~

~



~

~

WewerestandinginfrontofthemirrorasIwas

combingmyhairwhileNathiwasfixinghisshirt

forthe3rdtimenow.itwashisweddingday

andhewashellanervousbutexcitedatthe

sametime.

Me:Thecollarisfinebawo.

hechuckled..

Nathi:Am ImakingitobviousthatI'm scared?

Me:Yes..it'swrittenalloveryourface.don't

worryZeelovesyoutoomuchtorunawayokay?

I'm proudofyouMkhuluwaandIknowIdon't

saythismuchoftenbutIloveyou.



Hiseyessoftenedatmywords,hehunginto

them andabsorbedthem likeasponge.

Nathi:Thankyoubawo.

Imovedclosertohim andembracedhim asI

brushedhisback..

Mom:myboys!

Shewalkedintotheroom asshewaswearing

hertraditionalattirelookingsobeautifullikea

realQueen.

Us:Mama

Shehuggedusbothwithtearsinhereyes.

Mom:I'm soproudofyouguys,I'm soproudto

callyoumysons.I'vebeenwaitingforthis

momentinalongtimeandnowitfinally



happened..Siphenathiyoufoundarealwoman

inZiyandaandnaweThandolwethuyoufounda

gem inSibahleIhopeyoudorightbyher.

Inodded.

Nathi:enkosi,Mama.

Shekissedusbothintheforeheadbefore

existingthedoor.

•••

SIBAHLE.(SIBA)

ZiyandaandSiphenathi'straditionalwedding

wassobeautifulandamazing.from thedecor

andthemetocateringandtheservice..notto



mentiontheattires.Mybestfriendwasso

beautifulinherdressandsoisNathi,nottosay

awordabouthisbestmanwhowasalsomy

man.

Hewasahotshitinthatvenue.

Theweddingwaswonderfulandtherewas

vibes,peopleweresingingandenjoying

themselvesasNathiandZeeweredancingto

maskandimusicthatwasplayedbyZiya's

Uncle.

Wewereallseatedon,familyandfriendswere

goingtogoupstageandsayfewwordsto

them.Lwethu'smom wastheoneonstage,

talkingtothem -shesaidthemostbeautiful

wordstothem thattouchedeveryoneinthe

room..shewasproudmotherandmotherinlaw.

SheevengaveZeeanewmarriagenamethat

shewasgoingtocalledby.Itwassucha



beautifulname;shewasn'tZiyandaMzingeli

anymore.

ShewasHlalanathiMakhubalo.

TheMCcontinuedtodohisjobcallingpeoplein

tosayfewwordsuntilitwasLwethuandmine's

turntobeonstageasclosefriendsandfamily

ofthebrideandgroom.LwethuandI,walked

acrossthestagewithourhandsintertwinedas

peoplewatcheduspassedbutladiesmostly

starringatmymanbecausehelookedsohot.

Icouldn'tblamethem,Iwasalsodroolingover

him eventhoughhewasalreadymine.

MC:nowwe'regoingtowelcomethehot-shot

couplethatalmoststoleeveryone'sattention.

giveroundofapplauseforSibahleConwayand

ThandolwethuMakhubalo.



Hehandedmethemic.

Me:Thankyousomuchforthewarm welcome

everyone,theMChasalreadyintroducedus.I'm

thebestfriendofthebrideandthesisterinlaw

ofthegroom.beforeIsayanythingfurtherIjust

wanttocomplimenthowbeautifultheyare;

indlelaabafanelenengayoguys.Icamehere

withalottosaybutnowI'm kindadon'tknow

whattosaytothem,thesetwohasalways

lovedandsupportedeachotherandIwant

them tocontinuedothat.They'reeachother's

safeplace,ZeemyfriendIjusttosay

congratulationsforbaggingthatmanasyour

husband.Amanwhotreatsyourightand

respectyou.Amanwholovesyou

wholeheartedly..Iwantyoutokeepthesame

respecttohim,lovehim justthewayheloves

youIpromiseyou-you'llgrowoldtogether.

don'ttakeeachotherforgranted.NaweNathi,

dothesametoyourwife.Iloveyouguysso



muchandIwantonlythebestforyouandIpray

thatyourmarriagelastlongertillcheatingdo

youapart.Asthepersonwhowasmarried

before,awukholulaumtshatobutItrustyou

guysthatyou'lldowhateverittakestomake

surethatyourmarriageandlovedoesn'tfall

apart.AsIsaidearlierthatIwon'tsaymuchI

justwantedtosaythosesmallwords..

ndinithandaukufa.

IhandedthemictoLwethuasIwalkedoverto

them andhuggedthem both.Zeelookedatme

withtearyeyesasshemouthed;'Iloveyoutoo.'

Ismiledandwinkedather..

tobecontinued..

SIBAHLE:hisheartinahumanform.

CHAPTER55.
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HLALANATHI.(ZIYANDA)

Allofthisfeltsurreal,Icouldn'tbelievethatI

wasmarriedtotheloveofmylife.Icouldn't

believethatIwasgoingtospendtherestofmy

lifewithhim bymyside.

Iwasn'tZiyandaanymore,IwasHlalanathi

Makhubalo.Didn'tthesurnamesuitme?Of

courseitdid.allofthisfeltlikeadream thatI

wasgoingtowakeupfrom.

NotsolongagoIwasachildwhowas

disobedient,atroubledchildwhom herparents

couldn'tdealwithanymoreanddecidedtokick

heroutofherhometofendforherself.A

womanwhocamefrom theEasterncapeinthe



dustyplacecalledMarcelle.butnowIwasa

businesswoman,ahappilymarriedwomanwho

wassomuchinlovewithherhusband.Iwasso

proudofmyselftobehonest..Iearnedthis,I

deservedallthishappinessIwasexperiencing

inmylifeinthemoment.

Ourtraditionalwassoamazingandbeautiful,

everybodyenjoyedthemselvesinthere.Alsowe

enjoyedourselvesthenweheadtobask

ourselvesinthesunatthebeachinDubai.

Yes,baby.wewereonourhoneymoon.Siba

andLwethugifteduswiththisgetawayfor3

weeksandit'sbeen4dayssincewearrived

hereandwealreadydonesomuch.

Iwaslayingonthebedwithmybackagainst

theheadboardadmiringmyring.it'sbeeninmy

fingerforawhilebutIcouldn'tgetenoughofit,



itwassobeautifulIcouldn'tjustignoreit.

ThedoorburstopenedasNathisteppedinside

shirtlesswithatowelaroundhiswaistashe

hadatrayoffoodinhishands.withabeautiful

smileonhisfaceheacknowledgedme.

Nathi:Morning,Wifey.

Me(smiling):Goodmorning,husband.

Heplacedthetrayonthepedestalbefore

crawlingonthebedcomingclosertomethen

plantedasoftkissonmylips.

Nathi:Iloveyousomuch,doyouknowthat?

Me:Ohyes..Iloveyoutoo.

Hekissedagainbutmuchdeeperandhardon

thistime.IcuppedhisfacewithmyhandsasI



kissedhim backwiththesameenergyhe

possessed.

Nathi:Howaboutweskipbreakfast?

Me:Finewithme

Hecuppedthebackofmyheadashisarm

circulatearoundmywaistbeforepullingme

closertohishardbody.

•••

SIBAHLE.(SIBA)

Doc:I'm gladyoufollowedtheruleItoldyou,to

eathealthyandexercise.Yourbabyishealthy

anddevelopingwell..soonenoughheorshe



willhere.doyouwanttoknowthegender?

IlookedatLwethunexttomewhohadhiseyes

fixatedonthebabyscanhehadinhishands.

ourlittlebundleofjoywasgrowingand

becomingaperson.shealreadydeveloped

armsandlittlelegs..evenwithlittlecuteeyes.I

couldn'twaitforhertoarrive.

Me:No..wealreadyknowthegender.

Doc:Really?okay.

Shewrotesomethingonmyfilebeforehanding

ittome.

Doc:Yournextappointmentis3weeksfrom

now.



Me:Alright.Babylet'sgo

Westoodupandshookhandswiththedoctor.

Lwethutookmyhandandledusoutsidethe

room.whenIclosedthedoorbehindmehe

pinnedmeagainstthewallandkissedmehard,

akissthatleftmebreathless.

Me:Whatwasthatfor?

Lwethu:forgiftingmewithaperfectbaby.

LikeabutteronahotpanImeltedathiswords.

hewassucharomanticmanwhenhewanted.

Me:Iloveyou

Lwethu:Iloveyousomuchmorebaby.



Hekissedmyforeheadbeforetakingmyhand

againasweheadoutthehospital.

~~~

Westartedatthechemisttobuymymedication

andsomefewbabythingstoaddtothosewe

hadatthehousebeforeweheadtoLwethu's

restaurant;Fourseasons.

Wefoundatableandorderedourlunch,Iwas

havingapastawithaglassofcranberryjuiceas

Lwethuwashavingasteakwithchips.

Lwethu:Areyougoingtofinishthat?

Henoddedtomyplate,Istareddownatit

slightlyoffendedbyhiswords.didhethoughtI

eattoomuch?



Me:Whatdoyoumean?

Heshrugged..

Lwethu:I'm justsayingbaby,nohardfeelings.

Me:Mxm.

Iwasalreadyemotional,tearsburnedatthe

backofmyeyes.

Lwethu:haybobaby,uxoloIdidn'tmeanitlike

thatokay?Ijust-

Hestoppedtalkingashiseyesglancedovermy

shoulder.hisbodywasobviouslytenseashe

clenchedhisjaw.WhenIturnedmyheadback



toseewhathewaslookingat;IsawLudweand

YanelisawalkingtowardusasLudweheld

Yanelisa'shand.

Lwethu:heregoesnothing..

••

LWETHU.(DON)

Thisdudewasstartingtoannoytheshitoutof

me,hewasokaywhenheannoyedmeoverthe

phonebecauseIcanhunguponhim whenever

Iwantedbutnowhewasthereface-to-face.he

walkedtowardourtableholdinghispregnant

woman'shand.



Siba:Pleasebenice,baby.

Me:Why?

Siba:becauseIsayso,promiseme.

Istaredawayfrom her,notwantingright

promisehersomethingIwouldn'tdo.

Siba:Thandolwethu,promiseme!

Me:Fine,Ipromise.

ShesighedinreliefasLudweandhiswoman

reachedourtable.

Ludwe:Molweni,sicelauhlalanani.(Maywesit

withyou?)

Me:Fuckno



Sibastaredatmewithobviousdisappointment

inhereyesbutIcouldn'tcarelessbecauseI

fuckinghatedtheguy.

Siba:Lwethu.

Me:What?hecan'tsitwithus.

Ludwe:It'sokayifyoudon'twantto.

Me:Damnrightwedon't.

Siba:Ofcourseyoucansit,don'tmindhim he's

alittlebitgrumpy.

Ludwechuckledeventhoughitwasn'tfunny..

heopenedachairforhiswomanthenshesat

downthenhealsosatdownnexttome-Ididn't

wanttonexttohim soIscottedmychaircloser

toSiba's.



Sibarolledhereyes..

Siba:StopthischildishbehaviorThandolwethu.

YanelisagiggledasshestaredatSiba

decipliningme.

Ludwe:bawoIunderstandthatyoudon'twant

menearyouoryourfamilybutlistento

whateverIhavetosaybecauseit'sfortheboth

ofyouespeciallywenaSibahle.

Siba:we'relistening

Iglancedatherasshestuckhertongueouton

me..shewassoannoyingbutsogorgeousat



thesametime.

Nowwehadtolistentowhateverthisshithead

hadtosay..

tobecontinued..

SIBAHLE:hisheartinahumanform.

CHAPTER56.
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SIBAHLE.(SIBA)

Lwethuwasactingsuperchildishrightnowand

itwasannoyingme.Ididn'tknowhim thispetty,

YesIknowthatludwediduswrongandI'll

neverforgetwhathedidtomebutformyown

pieceofmindIforgavetheguy.Whycan'the?

It'snotlikeheisgoingtobefriendswithhim or



seehim allthetimeheshouldjustforgiveand

letgoofthepastsothatwecouldallmoveon.

Ludwe:FirstofallIwouldliketoapologiseto

Sibahle.Iknowthatmylousyapologywon't

erasethetraumaIputyouthroughbutndicela

uxolokakhulu.IknowwhatIdidwaswrongand

imaginingsomeoneelsedoingittoYanelisa

causedacringefesttomethat'swhenIknew

thedamageIcausedtoyouandDon.Idon't

blameDonfortreatingmethiswaybecausehe

almostlostyoubecauseofme;I'm sosorry

nyani,IloathemyselfforwhatIdidandit'sokay

ifyoudon'tforgiveme..justknowthatI'm sorry.

Lwethudidn'tsayanythingtoLudwe.hejust

staredathim withanhardenedexpressionon

hisfacelikehewantedtosnaphisheadapart

from hisbody.Iputmyhandinhisthightrying



tokeephim calm becauseknowingLwethu;he

mightburstjustinseconds..he'sthinkingtime

bomb.

Me:Mnafrom myside,Iforgaveyoubeforeyou

eventhoughtofapologizing.I'm nottheoneto

keepgrudgesandIlikepeacebutthatdoesn't

meanIlikeyou.Idon'tandI'llneverwillforwhat

youputmethrough,youtraumatizedmeso

muchtoapointIevenhavenightmares.onthe

othersideIdon'tblameLwethuforbehaving

likethisbecauseakukhomnandikuyeseeing

cryingandhavingapanicattacksinamiddleof

thenight.butakhontoLudweDandala,Iforgave

formyownpeaceandsanity.

Heshuthiseyestightlikemywordshithim

hardontheheart.



Ludwe:I'm sosorry

Me:It'sokay,don'tworry.

Hemovedhiseyesfrom meandstaredat

Thandolwethuwhowasalreadystarringback.

thestarringcontentwentonforafewminutes

beforeLwethusaidsomethingtoLudwe.

Lwethu:Weforgiveyou.

Ludwe:Thankyousomuch,Itrulyappreciate

this.

Hetookhiswoman'shandandstoodupand

walkedaway.IheldLwethu'shandand

squeezedit.

Me:Iloveyou.



Lwethu:Iloveyoutoo,baby.

Heleanedclosertomeandplantedasoftkiss

onmylipsnotcarryingaboutanyonelooking.

~~~

Amonthhaspassed,Iwasgettingbiggerand

uncomfortable.Mostofmyclothesdidn'tfitI

hadtobuysomenewclothesandsome

maternitydressessincetheyweretheonly

thingsIwore.Iwas2monthsawayfrom birth;I

couldn'twaittomeetmybaby.

Iwasseatedinfrontofthemirrorfixingmyhair

andmakeup.weweregoingtodinnerat

Hlalanathi'shouse,apparentlyshehadan

announcementtomake-everyoneelsedidn't



knowthatitwas,itwasjustmeandherwho

knewsoitwasmoreexcitinglikethat.

Lwethucameoutthebathroom withatowel

wrappedaroundhiswaist.hisbodywassowet

andhotIcouldn'thelpbutstare..Iwastotally

drooling.

Lwethu:seewhatyoulike?

hehadastupidgrinonhisface.Istoodupfrom

mychairandwalkedtowardhim ashewatches

mewithintenseeyes.Ilikeditwhenhelooked

atmelikethat;helookedatmelikeIwasthe

sexiestwomanheeversaw;hemademe

confidenteventhoughtIwasalittlebit

uncomfortablewithmyweightatthemoment.

Istoodinfrontofhim andranmyhandsallover



youupperbody.

Lwethu:baby,wearegoingtobelate.

Me:Iwon'tbelong.

Idroppeddowntomykneesandundothetowel

asitfelldownonthefloor.whenitregisteredto

hismindwhatwasgoingtohappenedhetooka

deepbreathashishandwenttomyundonehair.

Lwethu:Fuckbaby..

....

Wearrivedattheirhouseaswewalkedtothe

doorandrangthebell,secondslaterthedoor

openedashlalanathiappeared.



Hlala:Avery'sparents.

Me:heylove

Lwethu:MrsMakhubalo.

Shehuggedthebothofusandkissedour

cheeks.

Hlala:Comeinandthankyouforcoming.

Lwethu:Wewouldn'tmissitfortheworld.

ShesmiledasLwethuwalkedpassedustothe

house.

Hlala:You'resobeautiful,Ilikeyourdress.You

needtohitmeupwithyourdesigner.



Me:Thankyou,don'tworryI'llplugyouup.

Wewalkedtothediningroom wherealmost

everyonewasthere.Lwethu'smotherwasthere

also..Iwalkedtoherandgreetedher.

Ma:Molosisi,You'resobeautiful.how'smy

grandchildinthere?

Me:She'sgood,justmakingmecomfortable

thesedays.

Ma:You'realmostduethat'swhy.

Me:EweMa.Unjanikodwa?(YesMa.howare

you?)

WecontinuedtotalkuntilHlalacalledusfor

attentionasweallsataroundthetable.



Hlala:LadiesandGentlemen,thankyouso

muchforbeingherewhenI'm aboutto

announcesomegoodnewsformyhusband.

Nathistaredatheralittleconfused.

Nathi:Areyougoingtoproposetomebaby?

Laughterfilledtheroom asHlalarolledhereyes.

Hlala:Nobaby

Shewalkedtothechestofdrawersandcame

backwithanenvelopethenhandedittoNathi

whotookithesistantly.

Nathi:bawoyintonle?isshedivorcingme?



Lwethu(laughing):Vulabawoman.

Nathiopenedtheenvelopeandreadthepapers

then.hisfacialexpressionwentfrom being

confused.shock.happy.withaballedfist

againsthismouthheexclaimed.

Nathi:isthisthinglegit?You'renotplayingwith

me?

Hlalashookherhandwithtearsinhereyes..

Nathisprangfrom youchairwalkingtoHlala.he

spoonedherandswirledaroundwithherinhis

arms.

Ma:kwenzekantonibethuna?(What'sgoing



on?)

Nathi:We'regoingtohaveababy!!

•••

LWETHU.(DON)

2moremonthstogo.

Ourlittleprincesswouldbeherewithus.

IwassofuckingexcitedIcouldn'twait,beinga

fatherwasscarybutalsoexcitingatthesame

time.Iwaslookingforwardtoeverythingthat

concernedmybaby.thenappychanging,the

bottlemakinginthemiddleofthenightandthe

criesat3am..thedeprivedofsleepIwas

lookingforwardtoeverythingman.



ThatmorningIwasathome,withsomeguys

from Sokutugraphicsanddesigns.theywere

theretodesignandmakeAvery'scrib.wewere

readywitheverything.Clothes,babyfood,baby

toiletriesandnappies,toyswerealsothere.we

couldn'twait.

Weusedoneoftheguestroomsinmyhouse

notinSiba'shousesinceweweregoingto

movebackhere.Itwasgoingtobeourhouse

now.

Me:how'sisitgoingGentlemen?

Guy:sofarsogood,in2dayseverythingwillbe

good.

Me:Surecase.

<<



Siba:am Inotgoingtotripandfall?

Me:NoI'm watchingyounje,don'tyoutrustme?

Siba:Idobaby,butI'm blindfolded.what'sthis

supriseagain?

Me:IfItellyouitwon'tbeasupriseanymore.

Shegroanedasshekeptwalkingtotheroom

whereImadeAvery'scrib.

Siba:Fine.

WestoppedinfrontofthedoorasIopenedthe

doorandweheadinside.

Siba:Babywhat'sgoingon?



Me:You'llsee.

Iuntiedtheblindfoldandremoveditfrom her

face.

Me:Ta-da!

Sheblinkedandlookedaroundtheroom,when

sherealizedwhatI'dmadeasoftgaspescaped

hermouthassheturnedtomewithtearsinher

eyes.

Siba:baby

Me:doyoulikeit?

Siba:likeit?Ifuckingloveit!!Thankyouso

muchbaby.



Shemovedtomeandhuggedmesotightly.

Me:IloveyousthandwaSam.

Siba:Iloveyoutoobaby,AlsoAvery.

Myhandmovedtohertummyasmybaby

kickedtomytouch.

Siba:Shecanfeelherdad'stouch.

Me:Yesshecan.

tobecontinued..

SIBAHLE:hisheartinahumanform.

CHAPTER57.
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HLALANATHI.(ZIYA)

Wewerealittlefamily.

Myhusband,Iandourunbornbaby.wewerea

littlefamilyof3andIwassatifiedwithwhatI

had.

IthadbeensuchalongjourneyforSiphenathi

andI,from sincewestarteddatingtobreaking

up-goingbacktogetherandtogetmarriedat

last.ourloveandtrustforeachotherhungon

andpulledthroughIwassohappy.

WhenthetestsaidIwaspregnantIcouldn't

believeit,Iwantedtomakesureandbesureso

Iwenttoadoctorandgottested..theresults

cameastheywereinthepregnancytest;Iwas

pregnant.IknewNathiwasgoingtobehappy

aboutthenewsbutIdidn'texpectthiskindof

happiness.hewasoverthemoonandalready



speakingaboutbabyclothesandallthat.his

excitementwasfunnybutalsolovingbecause

hewaslookingforwardtobeingafather,that

onlymademelovefluantmoreforthisman-he

wastheloveofmylife,mysoulmate.

SibaandI,wereatFourseasonstogetsome

lunchandcatchup.shewasheavilypregnant

andclosetogivingbirth.Thepregnancysuited

hersowellbecausethegirlwasdamnglowing

andshegainedalittlebitofweightthatmade

hercurvestobealittlewider.

IwashavingburgerandchipswhilstSibawas

havingapasta.shewastellingmeaboutathe

babycribthatLwethusurprisedherwith.

Siba:itisbeautifulsis,makesmewannagive

birthtoAveryinthismoment.

Me:It'ssobeautifulandsogirly,peoplewho



madethisaresocreative.

Siba:Iknowright?Youshouldusethiskindof

designforyourbaby.

Me:Isurewill.

Siba:so-

Shestoppedtalkingwhenapregnantladycame

towardourtable.

Lady:Ladies

Siba:heylove

Me:hi

Sibastoodupandhuggedher.Ididn'tknow

whotheladywassoIwaitedforSibato

introduceus.



Lady:CanIseat?

Siba:Sure..Ohuhm..Hlalababes,thisis

Yanelisa.YanelisathisisHlanathi;mybest

friend.

Me:Nicetomeetyoulove.

Yanelisa:Nicetomeetyoutoo,You'reso

beautiful.

Me:Thanksyoutoo.

IstaredatSibawitharaisedbrow.

Siba:LudweandLwethumadepeace.

Me:OhIwasstartingtowonder.

Yanelisa:Letmecallawaiter.

•••



LWETHU.(DON)

Nathi:Ican'tbelievewe'reabouttobeDads.

IchuckledasItookasiponmyscotch.we

wereseatedatNathi'sofficeatthewarehouse.

Me:betterbelieveit.Nathi:notsolongagowe

werejustdruglordsyoudidn'tcareabout

anythingbesidesmoney.

Me:UntilSibaandZeecamealong.

Nathi:Theychangedourlivesforthebetter,this

iswhatmom anddadwanted;forustofind

rightwomantobuildfamilywith.

AttimesIcouldn'tbelieveiteitherthatthiswas



ourlivesnow,justyesterdayIwasadruglord

whoranabigcandigateempireofdrugsanda

wholekingpinofTHETYRANTS.butImeta

woman;whocameintomylifeindisguise,she

wassenttodigupsomeinformationaboutme

ormademefallinlovewithhersoherbrother

in-lawscankillme.Andshesucceededinher

missionbutinbetweenthelinesshefellforme

too-thatwasthebeginningofourbeautiful

lovestorythathadcoupleofupsanddowns

alongtheway..butthemostimportantpartshe

gavemesomethingthatI'llforeverappreciate

herfor;shegavemesomethingIneverthought

I'dhave.

MyunbornbabyAvery.

Apreciouscargoofmine,myprideandjoy.

Nathi:bawo?

Me:mh?



Nathi:Wheredidyoudisappearedto?

Me:I'm justthinking..I'm thinkingofmarrying

Siba.

Nathiwasabouttotakeadrinkonhisglassbut

stopped.

Nathi:What?

Inodded.

Hestaredatmeforawhilebeforehesmiledat

me.

Nathi:That'sthebestdecisionyou'llevermake,

I'm proudofyouMninawa..Sibahleissoworthy

oftheMakhubalosurname.

Me:ndiyabulelaMkhuluwa.



•••

SIBAHLE.(SIBA)

AfterthelunchHlala,LisaandIhadwewent

ourseparateways.Itwasnicetobewiththem

justforalittlewhilebecauseHlalaandI,won't

bespendingenoughtimetogetherbecauseI

wasclosetogivingbirthandI'dbetakingcare

ofababy.shewasmarriednowandalso

pregnantsoourlivesarekindabusy.

Ican'tbelievewefarwecame,notsolongwe

werejustbestfriendswhousedtobeateach

othersfacesallthetime.eatinglunchtogether

everydayanddoinglotofthingstogetherbut

now?wewerebothinvolvedwithbrothers;



abouttohavekidswithbrothers,lifeis

unpredictabletobehonest.

I'm sogratefultohaveamanlikeLwethuinmy

life,suchasupportiveandsecuredmanlike

him..amanwhowoulddoanythingjusttosee

mehappy.

I'm aluckybitch.

WhenIarrivedathome,Lwethuwasn'tback

from whereverhewentsoitwasaperfect

momenttosuprisehim withwhatIhadinmind.

Icookeddinnerforusandsetaromanticsetup

beforeheadingtoshoweranddressedmyself

upinasexyredgatter-lingeriethatpushedmy

boobsup.Ididmymakeupandhairthen

sprayedsomeperfume.Iappliedsomered

bloodlipstickthenIwasgoodtogo.

Lwethuwasgoingtolosehismindhonestly.



~~

Amonthlater.

Eachdaypasses,Iwasgainingmoreweights

andIwasbecomingsouncomfortablewith

myself.Lwethutriedeverythingtomakemefeel

betterbutitwasn'thelpingmuch.Iwaseating

alot,alwaystiredandemotional.AndIwasso

lazy..butluckilyenoughIhadaverypatientand

Lovingmanwhodidn'tminddoingeverything

forme;hedidn'tmindmymoodswingsand

tantrums-hewasalwaysunderstandingand

supportive.

IwasseatedonthecouchinfrontoftheTV

readingabookasLwethuwasinthekitchen



preparinglunch.hedidn'tgotowork;heworked

from homesinceIwasduetobirthanydayso

hedidn'twanttobeawayfrom me.

Lwethu:baby?

Heyelledfrom thekitchen..

Me:Yes?

Lwethu:Canyoucomeandtastethis?andifunu

yenzamuncu.(Idon'twanttomakeitsalty)

Me:Okay

IplacedthebooknexttomeasIstandup.I

wasabouttowalkwhensomethingcaughtmy

eye;itwaswetwhereIwasseated.eventhe

dressIworewaswetfrom behind.



MyheartstartedtobeatfastasIrealizedwhat

wasgoingon.

Me:Thandolwethu

Lwethu:baby?

Me:Ithinkmywaterbroke

Asoundofsomethingcamefrom thekitchen

asLwethucomerunningtothelivingroom.

Lwethu:What?

Me(panicking):IsaidIthinkmywaterbroke!Go

toAvery'sbedroom andgrabherbaganddrive

metothehospital.

Lwethu:uh..areyoufeelingpain?

Me:Lwethuman!

Lwethu:Shit..Okay



Heranupthestairstogetthebags.

Shitwasabouttogetreal.

tobecontinued..

SIBAHLE:hisheartinahumanform.
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LWETHU.(DON)

Whenwereachedthehospital,Sibawasalready

insomuchpain;shewasscreamingand

cursing..somethingIneversawherdonebut

thepainofgivingbirthmadehermoreSavage.I

hadalreadycalledmymom andherdad,Nathi

andZiya.mybabywasinsomuchpainitbroke



myheart,shewasdrenchedinsweatandtears

alloverherprettyface.

OurlittleAverywouldbehereinfewhourstime.

weweregoingtowelcomeherwithwarms

hands.Icouldn'twaittoholdherinmyarms,

holdmyfirstbornchild..shewastotallygoing

toadaddy'sgirl.

Whenwearrivedatthehospital,Sibawasn't

takeninimmediatelybecausetheDocthat

Averyisstillveryfartobeready;wehadtowait

another9hoursforhertobeready.Sibaalmost

collapsedwhensheheardthosenewsbutthe

doctorgaveheraninjection-somethingthat

wasgoingtomakehersleeptopasstimewhile

wewaitsoshedozedoffonthebed.

Mom,Siba'ssad,Nathi,ZiyaandIsatonthe

bencheswaitingimpatientlyforthetimetogo

quickly..Iwasgettingnervousaseachminute



andeveryhourpasses;Iwasexcitedand

anxiousatthesametime.

Mom heldmyhandandsqueezedit.

Mom:She'sgoingtobeokay.

Me:Iknow

Shegavemeaweaksmile.

Mom:Ican'twaittomeetmyGranddaughter.

shewillbesobeautifullikehermother.

MrCon:Iknowright.

Hesaidwithalittlesmileonhisface,Ieven

forgottenthathewaseventhere.he'sbeen

quiet..worriedabouthisdaughterlikeweall

were.

~~



[HOURSLATER]

Iwaswokenupbyaloudscream from Siba's

room asIjoltedoffthechairandrantothe

warm.IfellasleeponthechairasIwaitedto

thetime.

Sibawasseatedupstraightonthebed,with

tearsstreamingdownherface-Iwalked

towardsherandkissedheronthemouthbefore

huggingher.

Me:I'm sorry

Siba:Idon'tthinkIcandothismnaLwethu..it

hurts!(crying)

Ipulledoutthehugbeforecuppingherredtears

stainedfaceandpeckherlipsmultipletimes

beforeItalkedtoher.



Me:babylisten,Iknowyou'resuperscaredright

nowandit'snormalbaby.Youhaveevery

fuckingrighttobescaredbecauseyou'reabout

topushawholehumanbeingoutofyoubut

rememberbaby;thisisourchild.themost

preciousthingwecreatedtogether,ourbundle

ofjoy..pleasesthandwasam hanginthere-do

itforourlittleoneokay?Iloveyousomuch.I'll

betherewithyoueverystepoftheway,Alright?

Shenodded.

Siba:Iloveyoutoo.

Ikissedheragainbeforethedoctorenteredthe

room withherbluescubsonandhersurgical

maskonherface.



Doc:Letmecheckhowfararewe.

ShedidherthingasIcontinuedtostareatSiba.

Doc:Alright,You'retopushmissConway.

Siba:What?

Thedocnodded..

Siba(panicking):OhmyGod!

Me:rememberwhatIsaidright?

Shetookadeepbreathbeforenodding.

Doc:Let'sdothis.

Nursesandthedoctorimmediatelysurrounded

thebedSibawaslayingonastheydidtheir

business.Iwasstandingnexttothebed

wearingmyownscrubsandasurgicalmaskas

IheldSiba'shand.



Doc:AlrightMiss,I'llneedyoutopushokay?

Sibanodded.

Doc:Push!

Sibahlepushedasshescreamed..herscreams

bouncingoffthewallsoftheroom.

Doc:Again!

Shepushedagain.

Doc:ComeonIalreadyseethehead.

JesusChrist..thiswashappening.

Doc:Comeon,Push!Doitshe'sclose!

SibacontinuedtopushasIclosedhereyesreal

tight-notbelievingthiswashappening.



Doc:Nurse!!

Iexpectedanearburstingscream from the

babybutnothingshewasquiet.

Istartedtopanick.

Me:Doctor,What'sgoingon?

Thedoctorignoredmeasshetriedtohitour

babyAveryonthethighstryingtomakehercry

butshewassilent.

No.

Thiscannotbehappening!

Me:Doctorwhatthefuckisgoingon?



Sibawasunconsciousatthatmoment.Shewas

dozedoff.

Itookthebabyfrom thedoctor'sarmsasItried

tomakehercry.

Me:Averybabycomeon!

Stillnothing.

Me:HayhayMamqocwaComeon,vuka

nontombindim tatakho.suyenzalentobabygirl.

(Teary)

Itriedtogentleshookherandevenhitherfeet

butnothing.

Me:Haymaqocwa,butsolonentonga!

Doc:Sir-



Me:Shutup!

IputmymouthoverhernoseandIblewsome

airevenonherears..Ididn'tknowwhatwasI

doing-Iwasdoingwhateverittooktoseemy

childcry.

Afterfewseconds,aloudcryachoedallaround

theroom asIalsoburstintoasobinrelief.I

thoughtIalreadylosedherbeforeIevengot

touchherproperly.

•••

SIBAHLE.(SIBA)

WELCOMETOTHEWORLDBABYAVERY.



WhenIwokeup,Iheardvoiceslikepeoplewere

whisperingtryingnottowakemeup.Iwasso

tiredevenmybodyhurtbutIwantedtomeet

mybaby,Ididn'tdidtheskintoskinthingy

becauseIpassedoutbeforetime.

Icouldn'tbelievethatIwassomeone'smother.

WhenIopenedmyeyes,theroom was

decoratedwithballoonshasheswritten:

WELCOMETOTHEWORLDAVERY.

MyDadwasthere,Lwethu'smother,Nathiand

Hlala.

Me:Molweni

Theyturnedtolookmywayasmydadsprang

outofhischairtowardme.heheldmyhands

andkissedthem.



Dad:heysweetheart,howareyourfeeling?

Me:I'm good.

Hechuckled..

Dad:Youmustbeexcitedtomeetyourlittle

cutie..theresheis.

LwethuwalkedtowardthebedholdingAvery

whowaswrappedinacutepinkblanket.

Lwethu:Lookatourbaby.

HehandedherovertomeasIheldher.

Shewassotiny.

Soperfect.

Sobeautiful.

Me:She'sperfectBaby!(crying)

Lwethu:Iknowright.



Me:Whatarewegoingtonameherbesides

Avery?

Hesmiled.

Lwethu:nguSibabalweAveryMakhubalo.

Me:Iloveit,Sibabalwe.soamazing.

Ilookedather,holdinghersmalldelicatehand

asIstudiedherfeatures.

Hlala:Ohmyword!

WhenIlookedbesideme,Lwethuwasonhis

kneenexttothebedholdingabeautiful

diamondringinhishand.

Oh.My.God.



Lwethu:SthandwaSam,canyoumakemethe

happiestmanalivebymarryingme?

TearscascadedownmycheeksasIlookedat

thisamazingmaninfrontofme.

Me:OfcourseIwillmarryyou!

tobecontinued..
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LWETHU.(DON)

Iknewshewasgoingtosayyestomy



angagementbutthatdidn'tstopmefrom being

happy,excitedthatIwasgoingtogetmarried

totheloveofmylife..andwealreadyhada

perfectbabytogether.

Thefamilywerehappyforus,Sibalovedthe

ringsomuchanditsuitedherbeautiful.Itwas

anamazingdayforus,everythingwasgoing

wellandstillgoingtogowell.

Thefamilyleft,wantingtogiveusspaceasa

littlefamilytobondtogether.Sibawastoldto

breastfeedAveryandmakeherburpthenshe

wastakenaway..itwaskindahardtoseeher

leavebecauseIwasalreadyattachedtoherbut

itwasgoingtobeamatteroffewdaysbefore

theygotdischargedbecausetheywereno

complicationswithbabyAvery;shewashealthy

andwelldeveloped.



IwaslayingnexttoSibaonthesmallhospital

bedasshehadherheadonmychest.Shewas

admiringherringasIstaredather;believing

thatIhadthemostbeautifulandsexiest

womaninmylifeasmyfiánceandthemother

ofmychild.

Am Inotblessedthough?I'm God'sfavourite

child.

Me:Doyoulikeit?

Siba:likeit?hellnoIloveit!it'ssobeautifuland

itsuitsme..Thankyouforseeingmeworthyof

beingyourwife.

Me:Areyoukiddingme?I'm theluckyonehere,

tohavesuchabeautifulandthesexiestwoman

asmywifewhohasaniceassasannectarine.

Shegiggledassheswattedmyhand.



Siba:Don'tbelikethat!

Me:What?Am Inotallowedtocomplimentmy

wife'sass?

Siba:Youarebut-

Me:let'sjustleaveitbecauseizobayiDebate.

Sheturnedaroundandfacedmeassheputher

handsonmychest.

Siba:Ican'tbelievethisisus,rightnow.

Me:Metoo,notsolongagomycameintomy

lifeinamissionbutyouendupfallingformy

ass.Crazy!

Siba(laughing):Iknowright?butyoufellformy

assfirst.

Me:AndI'm gladthatthingsworkedoutlike



thatforthebothofus.Iloveyousomuch.

Siba:Iloveyoutoo,baby.

Me:Givemeakiss.

SheleanedcloserandIgrabbedthebackofher

headandkissedhersoftmouthwithsomuch

love,enthusiasm,passionandintensity.she

wastheonlypersonwhoevokedmyfeelings

andemotionsjustbyakiss.

Iwassodangerouslyinlovewiththiswoman.

~~~

Aweekhaspassed.

SibaandAveryweregettingdischargedtoday.

everythingwassetinAvery'scribandalsoin



ourbedroom sothatSibacouldbecomfortable..

herbodyhasn'tfullyhealedyouknow.

Wecleanedthewholeentirehousewithahelp

ofMariaofcourse,Ipreparedfoodthenheadto

showerbeforegoingtothehospitaltofetch

them.

Aftergettingready,ItookthecarasIdroveto

thehospitalinhighspirits..Ididn'tknowthat

beingafatherfeltthisgood,Iwasproudman.

UponarrivingatMeloMed,Iwenttoherward

whereIfoundherfixingherhair.

Me:heybaby.

Iwalkedovertoherandkissedheronthe

mouth.

Siba:hilove,youlookgood.

Me:Thankyoubaby,You'resogorgeoustoo..



readytogo?

Siba:YeahImissedmybed.

Me:Youdon'tmissme?

Shesmiled..

Siba:YouknowyouthefirstpersonIthink

aboutinthemorningAfterAvery.

Irolledmyeyes..

Me:haska!

Shelaughedasshetookherbagandwehead

tobewardwherebabiesarekept.

Arrivingathome,Averywasasleepallthedrive

homewithoutwakingup.Iparkedthecaronthe

drivewayasIgotoutthecarfirsttoopenthe

doorforSiba.

Siba:Thankyoubaby



ShewalkedtothehouseasIlefttocarrythe

bagstothehouse.

Siba:IthinkI'm goingtotakeanapbabyI'm

tired.

Me:Okay,I'lllookafterAvery.

Siba:Thankyou

WewalkedupstairsasIsetthebagsdownand

tookAveryfrom Siba.Shetookoffherclothes

andworeherpyjamasthengotundercovers.

Isatdownontheone-seatercouchwithmy

cutedaughteronmychestsleepingpeaceful.I

kissedherforeheadbeforeIgotbusyonmy

phone.

.

.



.

AMONTHLATER.

Fatherhoodwasn'teasy,butIlovedeverybitsof

it.Iwasusedtowakeupat2am tomakebottle

forherorchangehernappy.thecriesinthe

middleofthenightandwhatnot.

Averywassuchacrier,shespenteveryminute

andeverysecondcryingwhichwaskinda

annoyingattimesbutIlovedhertobits.

Asshegrewupshewasslowlybecomingclear

whoshelookedlike.shehaveSiba's

complexion;hernose,lips.Shehavemyeyes,

earsandfeet.

Shewasacutelittlegirl.



Sibahadalreadystartedplanningourwedding,

shefoundthemosthighrecommended

weddingplannertoassistherasshewantedto

dosomethingsherself.Shewantedanoutdoor

weddingsofindingabeautifulvaluewaskinda

hardbutshegotwhatshewanted.

Thedateoftheweddinghadn'talreadybeenset

becausewe'restilldoingpreparationsforthe

wedding.

Iwasseatedinthelivingroom withNathiaswe

werewatchingsoccerhighlights.Sibacame

downthestairswithAveryinherarmswhowas

inanewyellowonesieandsomehat.

Siba:baby,canyouholdher?Iwanttoprepare

lunch.

Me:Okay



Nathi:letmeholdher

IpassedAverytoherunclewhowatchedher

withasmileonhisface.

Nathi:We'regoingtochasealotofboyshere,

she'ssuchacutekid.

Me:IknowandI'm notlookingforwardtothat

atleastIstillhavemoreyearstorelaxbefore

thathappens.

IstaredatAverywhowasstaringbackatme

withthosebeautifulcleareyeslikemine.

Shewasmyprideandjoy.

tobecontinued..
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HLALANATHIMAKHUBALO.

ItwasSibaandLwethu'sweddingday,sucha

beautifulSaturdaymorningwithabeautiful

weather.everyonegoingupanddownatSiba's

homeastheytrytogetreadyforthebigday.we

lastsawNathiandLwethuthedaybefore

yesterday;sincetheywerehavingapartyat

Lwethu'shousetocelebratehislastdaysasa

singleman.

IwassohappyforSibahonestly;shedeserved

everythingthatcameherwayeversinceshe

lostSiyabulelaayearago.Lwethuwasthe

secondmanshelovedafterSiya.



Thefollowingmorningwewokeuptogetready

asSibabathedAveryandandfedher,shewas

sohappy.

Siba:Ican'tbelieveit'smyweddingdaytoday.

Me:Youbetterbelieveitkebabes.

Siba:I'm gettingmarriedforthesecondtime

butitfeelslikeafirst.

Me:JustbecauseLwethuistheoneforyou,

youguysaremeantforeachother.

Shesmiledashereyesfilledwithtears.

Siba:I'm soblessed.

Me:AndI'm proudofyou.

Shehuggedme.

Siba:Thankyou,Iloveyousomuch.

Me:Iloveyoutoo,love.



`̀̀`

Wegotreadyandworeourdressesandgotour

hairandmakeupdone.SibawassogorgeousI

couldn'tstopstaringather.Lwethuwassurely

goingtocrywhenhelayhiseyesonher.

Shehadfewwordswithherfather,asthey

huggedbeforewegotinsidethecaranddrove

tothebotanicgardenswheretheweddingwas

goingtobeheldat.

Onthewaytothevenue,IhadAveryonmy

arms.Shewassoquietandcutelikeshe

understoodthatitwasherparentsspecialday

andshedidn'twanttoruinitforthem bycrying.

SibaandLwethumadesuchabeautifulbaby,I

hopedthatminelookedlikemeorherdad

becauseNathiwashellofaman.

.



.

.

SibaandLwethu'sweddingwassobeautiful,

LwethucriedwhenhesawSibaandheclosedit

bysayingmostemotionalvowsashellthat

madealmosteveryonetocry.wewereall

seatedaroundthebigtableandchairsasAvery

wasonNathi'sarmsaswewatchedSibaand

Lwethudancingslowlyonthedancefloor.

Nathiintertwinedourhandstogetherunderthe

tableashelookedatmeandsmiled.

Nathi:Iloveyousomuch.

Me:IloveyoutoosthandwaSam.

SometimesIcouldn'tbelievethatthismanwas

mysoulmate,theloveofmylife.



`̀̀

THANDOLWETHUMAKHUBALO.

Westaredintoeachother'seyesaswemoved

togetheronthedancefloor.everyonearoundus

didn'texistinthatmoment;itwasaboutusand

ourloveforeachother.

Ilovedthiswomansomuch,sometimesit

scarcesme..overwhelmsme.Iwastheluckiest

bastardalivetobegivenachancetoloveand

respecther.tobeherhusbandandthefatherof

herchildren.

Ourweddingwassobeautifulandpeaceful.we

didn'tinvitelotofpeople;justpeopleweknew,

colleaguesandsomedistantrelatives.



Siba:ndakthandabawo.(Iloveyou)

Me:ndakthandanam bawokazi.(Iloveyoutoo)

SheleanedclosertomeasIkissedheronthe

mouth.

Siba:Imissmybaby.

Me:Lookather,she'ssocomfortableonher

uncle'sarms..she'snotevencrying.

Siba:suchasweetheartthatone.

Me:Thankyouforgivingmesuchagiftbaby,I

appreciateyouandSibabalwesomuch.

Siba:weloveandappreciateyoutoo,baby.

IglancedatAveryandSibawhowerealmost

lookingalike.



Theyweremyangels.

Myprideandjoys.

Myheartsinahumanform.
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[EPILOGUE]

THANDOLWETHUDONMAKHUBALO.

We'dbeenmarriedfor5years.



Happilymarriedtobeexactwiththeloveofmy

lifeandourkids..wehadoverupsanddowns,

fightsandforgivenesslikeanyothercouplebut

westucktogetherandlovedeachothermore.

Itwasjustme,AveryandSiba.Thenoursecond

childcame;SibalwethuMakhubalowho'saboy

andnowmywifewaspregnantwithourlast

bornwho'sagirl.Ourfamilywascomplete,3

kidswereenoughforthebothofus;wewere

happyandsatisfiedwithourlives.

SibaandI,beenthroughalottogether.From

beingtargetedandtormentedbytheZiqubu

brotherstobeingLudwe'svictims-Ifought

LudwetryingtoprotectmyfamilybutIended

upinacomaforfewdays.Mywifegot

kidnappedandLudwetriedtoeliminateour

babyAvery,butwithGod'sgraceandNathi's



helpwesurvivedthathurricaneeventhoughit

leftmybabydrowninginnightmareseverynight.

butmywomanisstrong,yibokodoleyana-

nothingcouldeverbringherdown..whatever

shefacesshealwaysbouncesbackandthat's

whatIloveabouther.Ihaveastrongand

independentwomanbymyside.

IwasatmyofficeatFourseasonswhenI

receivedacallfrom mywife..withasmileon

myfaceIanswered.

Me:MrsMakhubalo.

Siba:heyhusband,areyoubusy?

Me:No.Why?

Siba:Youknowthatitismyturntofetchkids

from schooltodaybutIhaveanimportant

meetingwiththeboardwhichIcan'tpostpone..



canyoufetchthem forme?

Me:ofcourse,baby.they'remykidstoo..but

babyyouknowthatyou'renotsupposedtobe

workinghardatthetimelikethis.You'redue

anytimenow.

Shesighed.

Siba:Wetalkedaboutthis.

Me:AlrightI'llfetchthekids.

Siba:enkosbaby,Iloveyou.

Me:Iloveyoutoo,sweetheart.

Shehungup.

Ipackedupmythingsbeforedrivingstraightto

thekid'sschool.



`̀̀`

Siba:Dad,canwegeticecream?

Me:No

Avery:Why?it'sWednesdaytodayandthey

gaveawayfreeicecreamsonthisday.

Me:ndithehayiAvery,uyamaziunjaniuMamenu.

(Isaidno,youknowhowyourmothercanbe)

Siba:butwewon'ttellher.

Me:Youguyswon'ttakenoforananswer,

wouldyou?

Siba&Avery:Nooo!

Me:Alright,justoneicecream each.

Them:Yesss!

IchuckledasIshookmyhead.theyweresuch

cutemanipulators,everyWednesdayIhadto



dealwiththisicecream thingy..theychooseto

pestermebecausetheydon'tstandachance

withtheirmother-shecanbestricttothem at

timesbutIcan't.howcanyousaynotosuch

cutekids?

Onourwayhome,wepassedbytheicecream

parlourandboughtthem theseicecreams

beforeheadinghome.

AsIwasstilldrivinghome,Ireceivedacallfrom

Hlalanathi.

Me:Makotiwasekhaya.

Hlala:Lwethu,Sibaisgivingbirth..she'sonher

waytothehospitalaswespeakhurrythere!

Ididn'tsayokay,IjustdroppedthecallasI

madeaU-turnanddrovetothehospitalinhigh



speed.

.

.

.

Me:Where'sshe?

Ma:she'sinwardD,downthehallway.

Me:Okay

IrandownthehallwayasIarrivedthere.My

wifewasalreadylayedonthattablelikebed;

readytobringourlastbornonEarth.

IheldherhandsasIkissedhersweaty

forehead.

Me:I'm herebaby.



Shenoddedasthedoctortoldhertopush.

Doc:Push!

Shepushedhardononegoasourlittlebaby

gotout.apiercingscream achoedallaround

theround.

Siba:OhmyGod!

WithtearsinmyeyesIstaredatSiba.myheart

swellingwithalltheloveIhadforthiswoman.

ShegavemesomethingIneverthoughtI'dhave;

Children.

Notjustone,butthreeofthem.

Me:ndiyabulelasthandwaSam.(Thankyoumy



love)

Shenoddedashereyesfilledwithfatigue.

Me:Whatarewegoingnameher?

Siba:PhelokaziPearlMakhubalo.

Me:Ilovethem.

Thiswasusandourlittlefamily.wewerehappy

andfullfilledwithmywife;

SIBAHLECONWAYMAKHUBALOandour

beautifulkids.

Myheartsinahumanform.

THEEND.


