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Prologue

.

Iknewthisdaywouldcomebutneverthoughtit

willbethissoonandevenworsetohappenlikethis,

Istrugglewithmyfemininesidesomuchthat,the

manwhocallshimselfmyfatherfeelstheneedto

changeme,Controlortryandmakemewhathe

thinksistherightdaughter,SowhatifI'magirl,

butIactlikeaguy,What'swrongwiththat,Igrew

upwithboysandfranklyilikedthewayiturnedout

tobe,amIcomfortablewithwhoIam?fuckyes

andIdon'tseenothingbloodywrongwithme,my

perceptionaboutlifeisthatWomenarenotrequired

tobedaintywiltingflowersandMenarenot

requiredtobeHerculeanpillarsofstrength,Frankly,

Idon’tevencarewhatyoumeanby“youactlikea

guy”.Tomethatcontextit'sjustirrelevant,

ThroughoutmylifeIhaveconstantlysetgoalsfor



myself,bothinthelong-andshort-term,Plansof

beingsuccessful,Independenttoenjoythefiner

thingsinlifeandmostlytorunawayfromhome,

Freefrommyname,mybloodandmystatus.

yepplansaregreatbecausetheyhelpedmemake

decisionsaboutwhattodo,ornotdo,inorderto

helpmeachievemygoalsbutohwellLikeanyplan

though,unexpectedchangescanoccurthateither

helporhinderyourlifegoalachievement…Ilooked

atthetwopeoplethatcallthemselvesmyparents

astheytalkandmakingmeunderstandtheworst

decisionstheyjusttookformylife"mylife",

Ilookdownandbitmylowerlipsuppressivethe

angerI'mfeelingrightnow,iwantedtolookupbut

thatwillbeahugesignofdisrespectinmyfather's

eyes,Iwasperplexedformomentthere,ihadthem

talkingbutmythoughtweretoloudtohearadahm

thing,

"pleasedon'tcry...Pleasedon'tcry"Ikeeptelling



myalreadyshakingbody,thelumponmytrough,

myeyesburningandstingingbythetearsthatwant

toescape,Ididnotbelievethatmyparentsare

consideringsellingmetoaanotherfamilyinorder

forthemtosurviveandkeeptherestandardsinthe

communityfunnyenoughonhowtheysoldmostof

therecowsinorderformytwobrothertogoto

varsityandwhenI'mabouttofinishschoolnocows

weresoldformetocontinuemystudiesin

universitybutmyfatherhasbeendoinglotof

negotiatingwithotherroyalhouseinorderformy

fathertogethiscowsback.

Yetnowheseatinhisthroneandhedecidedtotell

methatheissoproudofayoungwomenIturned

outtobe,yahrightasifIshouldbelievethat,the

mancannotstandmyguts,fromthewayIdress

thewayItalk,thewayicarrymyself,hefindsthat

I'manembarrassmenttotheroyalfamily,tainting

hisimagehesaid,thehellIcareitsmylifeatthe

endoftheday,

wecoexistinthesamehousebecauseofthis



bloodthatrunsinsideofmethatmakesmethe

Goldenchild,itrymylevelbesttoavoidhim,the

sadtruthisthatihatehimtoo.

iunderstandthatrightnowhewanttogetundermy

skin,Hewantmetofeelmadhewantmetolash

outaboutthismatter.yesI'mveryopinionated

person,mymouthispower,notonlymybrains

workovertimeinprocessingsituationbutwhenI

speak,Imakesuremyviewpointinheadloudand

clear,butinthishouseholdawomenvoiceis

silenced...Iwasstillconfusedaboutallofwhathe

sayingtome,isithappeningnoworishetelling

methatImustpreparemyselfforthis?

him:IknowyourEducationmeansalottoyour

mother...."waitwhat?IsmiledasIfeltatingleof

excitedwormingmybleedingheartisheaboutto

saywhatIthinkheisabouttosay?Hashe

reconsideredsendingmetouniversity?

"pleaselord,lethimsayitplease"Icrossedmy

fingersandheldmybreath



hecontinuedtogivemepraisethatheisgladthatI

cancookandcleanandhandleallhousehold

chores...YayaywhatevergettothepointIsaid

inside

,IdidnotknowwhathewasgoingwiththisbutI

guessitsanotherwayhewasshowinghis

appreciationoffalltheworkIhavedoneasgirl

childinthishouse,imayhavebeenanarrogant

bratinhiseyes,whoactslikeaboybutiknowthe

powerofrespectichosetobecivilaroundhimand

playedbuytherules,Ihopemyplanworkedin

manipulatingandblindsightinghiminordertoget

whatIwant"oohGodletitbe"

Mycheeksbecamewet,mythroatsodryIfeltit

crack,Icouldn'tbelievemyearswhenhesaid

"Ungasiphoxiemziniyezwa,yourin-lawagreedto

furtheryourstudies"



Ilookedupwithmyeyesrednosoundinmymouth

thatI'mcryingbuttearsfallingdown,thepain

cameback,Isawthedevilinhiseyes,

Iknewthatbeingsummonedtocomehomewas

eithergoingtomakemeorbreakme,I'monly17th,

neverhadaboyfriend,waslockedupinboarding

school,thatwasmorelikeamaximumprisonfor

girls,nosocialnetwork,noTV,nosociallife,just

booksandchurch,andwhenIcomebackhome

I'mtoldthatIwillbesoldtoaman!.Theydon't

evenwaittillIfinishwritingmymatricexamsthat

areintwomonthstimeandtheydroppedthis

bombonme!!!.

Isniffedthepainwastomuch,I'mstrongyesbut

thiswaswaytobigformyshoulders,Inever

expectedwhathesaidnext,Ifeltmysoulleaving

mybodyforfewminutesandmytroutwasgetting

dryicouldnotbreathandIfeltlikescreamingso

loudthatmylungsbustout,ifI’mnotmistakenthis

werehisexactwords

“SibahlewehaveacceptedtheMngunicowsfor

yourhandinmarriage..."



Heshiftedinhisseatasmyeyeslookeddirectlyin

hiseyes...

Me:ma!....Why?"Itwasadirectquestionthen

pleadingwithher

Ilookedatmymothershewasjustlookinglikea

zombielookingintospace,Iwishshecouldsay

somethingormaybetryandwakemeupfromthis

awfuldreamthatIwasin,butwhy?whywould

theythrowmeouttothedogslikethat...I'mturning

18nextmonthandI'malreadyengagedtobe

married...worstpartit'sanarrangedmarriage???...

ThewaterfallgusheddownIstoodupheldmy

mouth,tookalastlookathim,wipedmyfacewith

thebackofmyhand

Me:Hewhoissilentandbowshisheaddiesevery

timehedoesso.Hewhospeaksaloudandwalks

withhisheadheldhighdiesonlyonce.–Isthere

anythingelsebaba?"

Mystaredidnotleavehiseyes,heswallowshard,

isthatsweatdropsonhisforeheadthepighadfear



writtenalloverhim,theycalleditpunishmentto

sendmetotheharshestschooleverbuttheyinfact

inpowderedmeINeverletanyonetellmewhoiam

,whatImustdo,I'm PrincessSibahleBhenguand

Keepingmyheadupisamatterofhonorandpride

tomeIknowwhoIam andiwilldefendmyself

andwalkmyownpath,nomatterwhichroutes

othersmightforcemeonIknowthattheworldhas

respectforconfidentpeople.

Him:no,youmaybeexcused"hesaidsoftly

Iturnedawaywithmyheartbeatingabnormallyfast,

IstoppedasIheardmymomsoftvoice

Her:"SibahleBhengu..YouarethechosenQueen

neverforgetthat"

IbreathoutloudasIrushedtomyroomtotakeoff

thishideousdressjumpedintomyjeansandvest,

putmycaponandwalkedoutIhadtothink,draw



upanewplanallknowisGoodandevil,darkness

andlight,andfailureandsuccessarethedualities

thatmakelifesointerestingandspicy.Afterdark,

thereisnowhereelsetogothanstraighttowards

thelight.Afterfailure,thereisnowheretogobutup.

I’mPrincesSibahleBhengu….Walkwithmeonmy

pursuitofHappiness

.

.
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Sibahle...

It'sbeenfewdaysafterthenegations,ifIwas

willinghappybridetobeIwouldhavesaidthat

everythingwentwellanditwassuccessbuthellNO

I’mnot,onethingIpickedupaboutmysocoldin-

lawsisthattheyarerich..toorichinfacttherecars

,thewaytheydressed,therecologneandIdon’t

wanttotalkabouttheiraccent,itliketheygrewup

overseasorsomething…Iwasgettingpetrifiedjust

bysittinginfrontofthemI’mdefinitelynotfitin,in

thatfamilythestrangepartisthatweallknowthat

Lobolonegotiationsisblackpeoplething,butin

mynegotiationIhadawhiteguyrepresentingmy

husband“iyooohthathaSibahle“,thatgotme

laughingandmademeforgettheawkwardmoment

Iwasin,jottingtothatdayitmademerealisethat

thisshitisreal,I’mofficiallysomebodywife,I

lookeddownandplayedwithmyfingers,Imaybe



braveandoutspokenbutdeepdownI’mterrified

littlegirlIwalkedaroundtheyardjustthinking

abouthowmylifewouldhavebeenlikeifIwasnot

royalty,Isuddenlyhadarushbacktomemorylane,

“keepyoureyesontheclaypotmychildletit

moveinyouhandfeeltherhythm,feelthe

Ceramicsistheart,toscalpyoumustcloseyour

eyesandsing.…artislove,artisasong,artis

feelingofpeace“hesaidwalkingpassmeafter

brushingmyhairbackwithhishands,Ismiled

hummedasong,theloudband,breakingofglasses

andthingsfallingdownalarmedmemademejump

asIrushedtotheotherroomandfoundmyfather

layingdown,Iwasn’twithmyfatherwhenhedied

yeswemighthavebeeninthesameplacebuthe

fellanddiedinanotherroom.Iwasn’tthereto

observewhathappened,toseeexactlyhowhefell

orwhatobjecthisheadhitonthewaydownhislast

wordshesaidtomeringinmyearIthenforgot

howtobreathe,Ifeltlikewasbeingpulled

underwater,Irememberasitwasyesterdaywhen

mymothercriedforhelpwhenshestruggledtolift



a12-year-oldchubbygirlupscreamingandkicking

ontopherfathersdeadbody,IfeltlikeSomeone

hasputamaskovermyface,Itastethesweetness

oftheoxygen,liketastingdrysoil,Ifeltmyblood

heatingupisuddenlyhavea107-degreefevermy

bodyisgettinghotandcoldatthesametime

“Bahlebreathmybaby“Ifeltherhandsonmy

shoulder,shethenturnedmearoundandgaveme

atighthug,Icouldnothelpthetearsthatwashed

overmycheeks

"itsgoingtobeOKBby"shesaidbrushingmyback

Ihavebeengonefor6yearsandcomingback

homeandlookingatmyfatherartgallerythatmy

motherhasturnedintoagreenroommademe

relivethatdaywhenIlastsawmyfatheralive.

Me:“ithurtssomuchmaka’Sbahle“

Her:“Iknowbaby,Iknow…“shewipedthetears

frommyfaceIfakedasmileandassheheldmy

handandwewalkaroundtheyard,sheheldmy

handtighterthennormal,eversincetheydropped

thebombonmeaboutmebeingsomeone’s



arrangedwifeshehasbeenactingverystrange,

shescaredshedoesnotwanttoletgoofme,she

feellikeI’mtheonlythingthatremindsherofmy

father.yesImighthavekeptherupallnightlast

night,withnightmaresthatstilltormentingmewhen

I’minthisplace,ithappened6yearsagobutIstill

reliveitasifitshappeningtoday.

Her:hisinabetterplacemybabyandhislooking

downonus"

Ifrownandpulledmyhandawayfromher,

Me:njanima?"

Her:Sbahlepleasemntanami"

IlookedatherthisisonethingIhavetoldand

taughtmyselfthatIwillneverbelikemymother

sheistoosoftandfragiletomethatjustbeing

weak.IhuffedandlookedawaytookastoneI

threwitintheairoutoffrustration,shesigh.

Her:I'mgladyouhome"Irolledmyeyesbecause

imnot,Ihatebeinghereandsurroundedby

memoriesthatI’mtryingtosuppress



Me:stoppatronisingmema"

Her:kodwa..."

Me:Idon'twanttohearitma!"Iscreamedabit,

thiswasmybiggestproblemmytemper,

Haveyoueverencounteredsomeonewhowears

theirangerontheirsleeve?Orsomeonewhogets

madtooquicklyoreasily?ThatmeI'mhotheaded,

asIgrewupitbecameworse,mostlyit'sengerthat

Icurrywithin,Angerisamorepowerfulemotion

thansadness,throughthelensofthehotheads

Hencethisiswhyiratherspeakloudlythancry

whenangered.Ihaveperceivecryingasexposing

one'svulnerability,orweaknessUnfortunately,this

hascausedmoreharmthangoodtomymotherlife.

Me:“I’monly17mom,whyyouallowingthisman

toselllikeI’manitem“

Mom:I'msorryIdidnotknowitwillhappenso

soon…butitsourwayoflifemychild,ifyouof

royalbloodyoudonotmarryforlove,buttobuilda

kingdom,alegacyandstrengthenthetworoyal

blood“



Ilookedatherandwonderedifthiswomanreally

lovesme,becauseeversincehemarriedthisman

shebecamemute

Her:iknowihavenotbeenthegreatestparent

everbutlookingattheyoungwomenyouturnedout

tobeI’msoproudofyouright?“

Shesaidthatlookingstraightintomyeyes,Icould

nothelpbuttoseethatthelightinhereyeswas

stolenbythesadnessinherheart,

itallhappened6yearsagowhenIlostmyheroand

shelosttheloveofherlifewewalkaroundlike

zombiesthathungerforonething,tobelovedand

tobehappy,theysayHappinessisanaddiction

andifyouhaveexperienceditthenyouarehooked

,Happinessisanaddictionbecauseourmonkey

mindconvincesusthatwearenotokayifwedon’t

getourfixofit..MysadnessturnedmetobeThis

superimpulsiveandirrationalpersonyeswhen

lookingatmylifeIhavefiguredthatOurattemptsto

behappyarenottheproblem Theproblemisthat

wearenotawareofaworkablealternativeto

happiness.



Mom:“youareawomennow,andIknowyoucan

be…infactyouarestrongerthanIwilleverbe,No

oneknowswhatyouhavebeenthroughorwhat

yourprettylittleeyeshaveseen,butIcanreassure

you,whateveryouhaveconquered,itshines

throughyourmind...courageandanabilitytostand

upforyourself"

Sheembracemewithahug,itmomentslikethis

thatmakemefeelatpeacefunnyhowitneverlast.

thesoundofthecarenginebroketheslightest

pieceofhappinessinmylife.

“Sibahle…I'mtheonlymaninthishousethelast

timeichecked,hambokhumulalowomhlola

owuqokile!!"Heroadmakingmymotherflinch,I

feltangerraging insideofmeIlookedattheman

thattookawaytheonlythingthatmakesahouse

to“ahome“afamily“towarmfuzzyfeeling“he

madeittoacoldcavewithnolife

Mom:“hurryupSbahle…don’tmakeyourfather

angry“

Ilookedatmymother,withfrownedeyebrows,



scramblinglikeahanabouttolayanegg,what

powerdoesthismanhaveoverher?

Me:“hewillneverbemyFather...Thesooneryou

getthatinyourheadthebetter!!"sheheldher

mouth

Him:uthin?!!!"

Mompleadedwithmenottochallengehim,the

onlythingIstruggletocontrolismytemperand

rightnowIwantedtoscream,brakesomethingor

killsomeone…

Mom:comeSisiletmehelpyoutochange"my

mom,pulledmyhandbutherhusbandcalledher,I

stilldonotseewhywearingPantsInmyfathers

houseisanissueIcliquedmytongueandwalked

tothehouseandmademywaytothekitchenour

housekeeperwascookingshesmiledatmebutI

wasnotinthatmood,thehappygirlinmewas

takenthedayIsawmyfather’slifelessbody,the

smileinmewastakenwhenmymotherwasforced

tomarrymyfather'syoungerbrother,Youmaysay



thatI’mroyaltyandthiswasmydestinymymother

wasQueenandshewasnevergoingtorulethe

kingdomalonesheneededtheheadofthefamilya

leaderandbycultureitdoneforthegoodofthe

familyforthepeople…fortheroyalhouse.Allthat

GiltsyouseeinthisroyalhouseisnotGoldtrustme

I'mprincessbybloodnothingspecialaboutme,my

uncleisanabusive,powerhungry,malicious

monster…heenviedmyfatherhewantedmy

fatherinheritance,hiswife,hislifeandhisfamily.

Deathmadehimgetitall,Ithenbecamehis

goldeneggthatwillmakehimmorepowerfuland

wealthynowonderIwassoldtothehighestbidder

anditdoesn’thelpthatItookmymotherbeauty,I

lookedatmyselfinthemirrorandranhandsonmy

thickblacklonghair,

“Nkosazana,yourfatheriscallingyou“oneofthe

helpsaid,Isignandputonmydress,mylong

dressuglydressIdraggedmyfeettothethrone

room andsawmymothersitedonthegrassmat

nexttothechairwherehesetwithhispotbally

stickingout,IfelthissmirkburninginmyheadasI



satdownonthecenteroftheroomonthegrass

mat,IhatecomingtothisroombecauseIknow

whateverhe'sgoingtosayisgoingtopissmeoff

evenmore,damnIhatethisman

“thankyouPrincessforgracinguswithyour

presence,“thatsoundedsosarcastic,Icringedto

himcallingmePrincess

“chinupandsmilesunshine,soonthisattitudeof

yourswillbetamedwhenIgiveyourhandawayto

yourhusband“

Helaughed,makingmybloodboilintheprocess,I

didnotdareanswerhimIlookedatmymothershe

wasjustlookingdown,Iwantedtojumpuptohim

andbeathimupbutIknewbetterbecausemom

paysformyarrogance,WhenItalkbackathim,

whenIdisrespecthimmymotherwillpaytheprice,

heneverlaysahandonhisbrotherchildren,but

mymotherwillbekicked,punchedandslappedfor

mywrongdoing...IsuddenlyIfeltmybodysinking,

myheartwasbeatingonmytroughhewasbusy

talking,



Him:yazifunnythingis Idon'tknowhoworwhen

theyfoundoutaboutyourexistencebuttheyhave

paidafortuneforyou"sosincethenegotiations

areoveryourmotherherehasaskedmethatwedo

memuloforyou“

Ilookedathim,ohGodno,Icannotparadehalf

nakedinfrontpeople,Ipoppedmyeyes

Me:“Igotexamstowrite“I’mnotdoingthishell

no!

Him:wellmychildIwasnotaskingyouI’mtelling

youumemulowillbeconductedafteryourexams,

sogopacksothatthedriverwilltakeyoubackto

schooltoprepforexams“Ilookedathim withso

muchhatredwrittenalloverme,

Me:“Ihopeyoustudyhardandpassyourexams

withdistinction,yourin-lawsareveryeducatedand

speakdifferentEnglishdon’tthinkaboutembarrass

me…uyezwa!!!!“

.

.



tobecontinued
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Sli***

IpicturedmyreunionwithTreytobethebest

unforgettabledayofmylife,inmyheadIpicture

slowmotionrunstoeachotherarms,kissingand

lockingeachinhisbedroommakingloveand

rekindlingourlove,hewilltellmehelovesmeand

willpickupfromwhereweleftoff,willraiseourkid

togetherandstartafamily.

YehrightdreamonSlindile,Fairy-talenever

happensforpeoplelikeme,Iwasonhisstudyand

hewasjustshoutingandpointingfingersatme

callingmeallsortofnamesforkeepingthe

existenceofhisbabyfromhim



Him:yourobbedmethreeyearsofmydaughters

life...threeyearsslindile!!!!whatwereyou

thinking???"

Me:I'msorry"

Him:fucksayingthatyouSorry!!!"

Me:“Itriedsomanytimestocallyou“

Him:“andyounevertalk…wereyouevengoingto

tellmeaboutmybabyifyougrandfatherdidnot

dragyouhere?“

Me:“ofcauseIwasgoingtotellyou…“

Hedidthemockinglaughandthatalonemadethe



hairatthebackofmyneckstand,who'sthisman

infrontofme,heisnottheboyIfellinlovewith,

heisnowdominant,withdeepboldvoicethatwill

makeanycrowdstoptalking,hehasthisauraof

commandingrespectwithoutsayingnothing,Ifelt

veryafraid,

itwasnothelpingthatIfeltlikeanantinfrontof

thisbigbeast

Him:why?"hesaidalmostaswhisper,hemaybe

madatmebutwhenoureyeslockitignitethat

sparkweoncehad,Ibreathoutloudandnarrated

astoryabouthowIfoundoutIwaspregnantand

howItriedtocallhimbutcouldnotfindtheright

wordstosay

Him:“SliyouknowforafactthatIhavenofamily

…andyoukeeptheonlylinkthatIhavetomy

bloodline?“



Me:“Treyyouhadschool…Icouldnotjustdropa

babyinyourlap,Ihadtoconsiderallexpectbefore

Ishowedupwith…“

Him:“DamitSli!!…fuckthatsheismychild,I

wouldhavedoneanythingforher…ifIrememberit

correctlyIwastheonethatfuckedyousohardand

youleftwithmyseedthatyouweretryingkeep

awayfromme…“

Me:“imsosorry“Itriedtellinghimaboutthis

destinythingIwasforcedtodo,histemperwent

fromzerotohundred,Iwasacryingmess,didhe

careatallno,butheroughlyshookmeandmade

melookonhiseyes,

Him:"youknowfirsthandhowIfeelaboutyou,

andyouturnaroundandhurtmelikethis?I



wishIcouldgiveyoumypainjustforonemoment.

Nottohurtyou,butsothatyoucouldfinally

understandhowmuchyouhurtme....youfoundout

aboutmeandwhoIambutstillchosetokeepthis

secrete,"

Me:TreypleasebelievemeIhadnocontrolof

this,Ihaveseenanddonethingsthatare

unexplainabletothenakedeye,forustomeetit

wasdestiny,forustopartitwasforustofindour

ownpath,sadpartisthatIwascarryingyourseed

andtheforcesoflifeoruniversemadeusdrift,my

destinyandpurposewasnotfulfilledwhenIgave

birth,evenqueenmothersawthisandtoldmeas

wellwhenIcamehereforawomen’sconference"_

hecruncheddownholdinghismouth,hedoesthis

alotthisdaysIguesshislegsstruggletoholdhim

up

Him:“oohmyGoditwasyou..“



Iswallowedandwalkedclosetohim,Itoldhim

abouttheairportincidentandhejustheldhis

chest,

Me:“Ineverstoppedlookingforyou,evenhireda

privateinvestigatortillIalmostlostNolawhenshe

toldmewhoyouareandwhereyouare,Ihadto

listentodivinity…“

Him:...Kokoknewaboutmybaby?"

Ijustnodded,heattemptedtowalkoutbutiheld

hisarm,

Me:"pleaseTreynotlikethis,...Itwasnotby

choosethatwekeptthisfromyou,therewereother

forcesinvolvesyouareamanwhobelieveinsuch

thingswhyyoufindingithardtobelievewhatI'm

sayingtoyou...pleasethissituationhurtmemore

thenasithurtingyourightnowthatwhyIdecided



totellZetheloaboutyou,showedheryourpictures

makeherunderstandthatonedayyouwillreunite

withher...She'sgiftedchildTreysheisherfather's

daughter"

HelookedatmewithhissparklingeyesohGodthat

look...IwishIcouldsaythatinyoureyesIseethe

lightofpassion;Icanhearthesongsofyourheart

forme.Icannotlivewithoutyoubecauseyou

belongtome.AndIwillneverletyoudownbecause

Iloveyousomuch.IwillholdyoutightbecauseI’ll

alwaysloveyounomatterwhat.

Him:daysicouldhandlebutnightweretheworse,

Itrytonottomissyou,Itrytoletgobutintheend

you'realwaysonmymind,SometimesIjustwish

youwereheresoIcouldtellyouhowmuchIneed

youandhowhardeverydayhasbeenwithoutyou

butyouweretomuchofcowardtostay...Tokeep

intouchtoallowthefiretocontinuetoburn,you

walkawayfrommesli..."



Me:Ihadto...ButIneverstoplovingyouTrey

pleasebelievemeIamgivingyoumywordsthatI

willneverbetrayyouforanyreason.Iamsomuch

inlovewiththatIcannolongerthinkstraight.....i

knowwhatididwaswrongbutitwasnotmy

intensiontohurtyou…“Itriedtowalkclosetohim

buthestoppedme

Me:"Pleasedon't..Idon'twanttohearit.Youhurt

memorethanIdeserve,howcanyoubesocruel?I

loveyoumorethanyoudeserve(heshookhishead)

whyamIsuchafool?"

hislookchangedhebecameangryhiseyesgave

meshivers,Ifeltmyheartbeatingonthecenterof

mychest,hethanlookedatmyhandthatwasstill

holdinghim,

Him:Ineedtothink...Letgoofme"



Me:butTrey".Thebrittlebonesbeneathmychest

cracked,piercingmyheartIlookedattheman

beforemeItwashimwhobreathednewlifeinto

mylungsanditwashimwhowouldlaterdestroy

thelifehehadgiven"thewaterfallgusheddown,

Him:hayiSilindilejustshutit...Noamountofsorry

willundowhatyoudid…Ijustneedtobreath.."

heclickedhistongueandwalkedouthewasmad

atmeIcouldholditanylongersoIjustletitallout

ohlordwhathaveIdone,Nolafoundmecryingon

thecornerofroomwithmyheadburiedonmy

knees,

Her:comelove..."



Me;hehatesme"

Her:hishurt,givehimtime,comesweetheart..."I

wipedmyfaceandfixingmydress,wewalkedto

oneoftheguestbedroomsIwasjustwalking

Zombie,Nolahandedmepillsandmademesleep

aftertellingmethatTreytookZeeanddroveoff,I

wokeupitwasthefollowingmorningwitha

bangingheadacheItooklongshower,after

dressingupIjustsetonmybedandrecalled

yesterdaysevent,Iwantedtoleavethisplacebut

wastoafraid...IcouldnotlookTreyintheeye,

therewasanockonthedoorandiheldmybreath

andbeforeIcouldsaycomeinVeliwalkinsheran

tomeandhuggedme

Veli:Iknewit...Ijustdidn'tknowhowtoaskyou

aboutyouandNgonyamabutIknewthatZeewas

MnguniIfeltitwhenshetouchedmeorwhenshe

toldmeaboutherdreams"



Ijustsmiledwithtearsonmyeyes

Her:ncooslipleasedon'tcry,

Me:I'msorryIliedtoyou"

Her:youhadyourreasonssliIfullyunderstand...

Howareyou?"

Iwipedmyteasassheheldmyhand

Me:Ifeelsolost...HurtandIdon'tknowhowto

speaktoTrey,heissomadandthethingshesaid

tome...Ohvelihehatesme"

Sheshookherhead

Her:alltheyearsI'veknowNgonyamahehas



shownmenothingbutkindnessheisagoodman,

hemaybehurtbuthewillcomearound..."

Ijustnodded,NolawalkwithZee,mysmilekeeper,

sherantomeandIhuggedhersotight

"morningonion"Ilaughedwithtearsinmyeyes,I

felthertinyhandswipingmyteas

Her:whyyoucryingmomareyouhappytosee

daddytoo?"Ijustnodded

Shejusthuggedmeandtoldmeaboutherevening

withherfather,thatalonewormedmyheart,Ihad

nodoubtthatTreywillbeagoodfatheritonlybeen

onedaywithhisdaughter,butalreadyZeeis

bragging,theymusthavehadfunbecauseafter

tellingabouthernight,sheranoffleavingmewith

awidesmileonmyface



Nola:Ihaveneverseenherthishappyohmy"

IfeltaslightguiltthatIwasthereasonwhyZeeis

onlyfoundingoutabouthisdadnow,Ijustlooked

down,

Nola:howyouholdingup"

Likeapersonwho'swatchingthereheartslowly

butchered,Ididn'thaveitinmetorespond

Nola:welllookonthebrightsidetheworstisover"i

lookedatherandfrowned,

Ilookedat

Nolasmiledwithherphoneandpunchedtheairin

excitement



Me:what?"

Nola:yourdressforthethronegalatonightisready

...Willgopickituplater"

Me:Idon'tthinkIcanshowface"

Nola:toughluckbecausethequeenmotherwants

youtojoinherforbreakfast"shelookedather

wristwatch"andifwedonotleavethisroomwill

belate"

IpoopedmyeyesNo

Velismiled"I'llcomewithyou.Trustmeshe’sthe

mostwormheartedpersonIknow"shehookedher

armovermine



Her:whyamIeventellingyouthisbecauseyou

knowher"shelaughedasNolahookedherarmon

myotherfreearm

Nola;yapthat'strue,socomeon“

Ifakedasmiledstoodupaswewalkout,Imeetup

withAustinandMzamobythelobby,

wegreetedthem

Austin:ohmorninglady'smorningsly"Ijustshook

myheadandnudgeNola

Mzamojustnodded,Treywalkedinsweatinghe

waswearingbasketballshorts..mmmshortsnever

lookedgoodonanymanliketheydoonhim,he

hadnotopon,myeyesrandownfromhistoned



ebbstothev-lineonhisshort,I'mstaringohGod

hecanseethatI'mdrivellingoverhim ,itwasnot

helpingbecauseNolawasmumbling'mmmhis

sooooohot"

Him:morning"Ilookedupoureyeslockedandhe

hadthismorningglowhisJBLheadphones

danglingonhisneck

Me:hi"

“daddy"Zeescreamedbrakingtheawkward

moment,hepickedherupandshegiggleitwas

beautifulsitetowatchhewalkedpassmetalking

withZeeinhisarm,ohhowIwishhewouldjust

holdme

.



.

Tobecontinued....
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Sbahle

Amonthlater***

Wewereallshippedtoboardingschoolbecauseto

myUnclewewereconsideredbustedchild,my

fatherhadfourkids,twoboysandtwogirls

Thandiwe30,Nsika25...Mlondi21andme,my

birthdayiscomingupandtheydecidedtodo

memuloforme,I'llbeseeingmybrotherforthe1st

timein6years,I’mnotsureaboutmyoldersister

thefamilyhemarriedtoaretooculturalandever

sinceshemarriedthereshehasnotvisitedhome

foryears,onlysawheronmyfatherfuneralshe

lookedbeautifulandeventhoughherhusbandis

oldshelookedhappy,Ishouldbehappyand



lookingforwardtoseeingmysiblingbuttomeits

bittersweetmoment,asmuchasleavingconditions

athomegotworsebythedaymybigbrothersleft

forschoolandneverreturnedbackhome,They

disownedthemselffrom family,andleavingme

andmombehind,Ihadtogrowupveryfastandi

triedtoprotectourmother,buttheresomucha

childcoulddo,tillthebusteddecidedtosendmeto

thisprisonI’m in,Istillplaythedayinmyhead

whenmymothercriedtriedtocommitsuicide

whenherin-laws(myfatherside)toldherthatits

cultureforabrothertomarryhislatebrother'swife,

IhaveneverexperiencedabusedfrommyuncleallI

knowisthatIseehowoppressedmymother'slife

is...Sheisabusedphysically,verbalAnd

emotional,

".don'tworryaboutmemychildIdowhatIhaveto

doforyoutosurvive...thistooshallpass"

Shewillsaywithabruisedfaceandfaithsmile.as

muchasmyUncleneverlaidahandonme,

Iknowthathehatesme…andIcouldnotshake

thefeelingthathehadahandinmyfatherdearth,



WhatIknewwaswhatthedeathcertificatesaid:

causeofdeath:SubduralHematoma,dueto(orasa

consequenceof)traumaticclosedheadinjury,The

deathcertificatealsosaidthatittookmyfatheronly

afewminutestodiewhilethatsamedayhedrank

importedexpensivewhiskythathisbrothersentto

him,…

"Sbahlecomeonstopdoingthistoyourself"that

myroommate,ifIcouldtalkunderwaterIwillsay

leavemealone,shewastellingmetoopenthe

doorandbangingthebathroomdoor,Isighand

continuedtoholdmybreathdrowningmyselfonmy

bathtubhasbeenmyonlystressreleasing

mechanism,shitImissmyfather,mybrothers,I

misshome,orwhatitusedtobe,eversinceI

returnedbacktoschoolihavebeenfeelingsicknot

healthwisebutemotionallyIwasdying,Ihave

anxietyfeversatnight,shiveringthoughtsthrough

theday,sleepingwithnightmares,mystudy

sessionwebofemotionbattlesIwillfindmyself

sinkinganditdoesnothelpthatI’mapersonwho

keepstomyself,suddenlytheworldbecameto



noisyThereisnoquestionthatthisisthewayIwill

feelforeveramIalsosubjectedtoleaveandwalkIn

mymother'sshoesaswell?willhistoryrepeatitself

throughthelensofmyarrangedmarriage?my

temperaturestartedtochanging,mybodyheated

upagain,thereisnocureafterthefevermoments,

I’mdone convincingmyselfthatI'mgoingtobeok

becausethefeverismyworld

"thistooshallpass"mymotherwordsringedin

myear,...Iwishtherewasanicerwaytosaythis,

butIdon’talwayswanttobealive,rightnow,Idon’t

activelywanttokillmyselfIdon’thaveaplan,I

don’thavechecklistsofwarningsignsofsuicide,I

havealifetoenjoyandI’mcuriousaboutthefuture

butthefactremains,Idon’talwaysfeelstrongly

aboutbeingaliveandsometimes,onparticularly

baddays,Itrulywanttodie.Formethefeelingof

beingunderwater,ofnotbreathing…itlikebeing

carriedoverawaterfall—itislikelivingintheocean.

Notasseacreaturesdo,butiwishtobeoneas

waterSomedaysareunremarkable,floatingunder

clearskiesandsmoothwaters,otherdaysare



tumultuousstormsandIfeellikeIdon’tknowhow

tosurvive,buti'm alwaysonewiththewater,my

bodyandmindbecomesonewithwaterits

beautifulfeelingtostayafloat,ieventuallygetthe

feelingthatoneday,inevitablytherewillbe

nowhereformetogobutdown.butIdon’twantit

tobesoonFornow,Icanandiwanttokeepmy

headabovewater.ButiaskmyselfwillIhave

controlonotherdayismywilltobreathenough?I

roseupfromthewaterandbreathoutloudnostrils

burning,banginghead,chesthurting,Igaspedfor

airtillmybreathingbecamenormal

,Isteppedoutwrappedatowelaroundmywetbody,

IunlockthebathroomdoorIfoundmyroommate

seatingonthefloorrestingherheadonthe

bathroomdoorshe stoodup

Her:Sbahle?".Ilooked

"what'supwiththatlook?"Shejusthuggedme,I

pushedheroff

"Zimyinimanje"

Shesighandrolledhereyes,I'manon-hugger,I



hatephysicalcontactandtrustmethishasmade

meveryawkwardtosociety

Ihaverealisethatwhenapersonhatebeing

hugged,theworldcanbeachallengingplace.You

neverknowwhensomeoneyou’remeetingfora

quickcoffee,studyBuddywillapproachyouarms

openwide,cominginforanembraceifrozemostof

thetimewithmyoptionsthatjustbecomelimited,

mymindwillstartflaggingeveryexpectofthisand

mybodycringeicanawkwardlydodgethegesture

bystickoutmyhandforahandshake,orsubmitto

fakingasneezeorcaught

Her:I'mworriedaboutyou"

Me:I'mgoodZim'khithi"

Her:younot…youdoingitagain!"

Me:canyoujuststop..."

Her:noSbahle…Near-drowningisnothealthyand

itwillincreasechancesofbraindamage"

Me:ithelpsmethink"

Her:youoverdoingbabeyouholdingyourbreath



fartoolong,you’reunabletobreatheunderwater

forasignificantperiodoftimelookhowdilated

youreyesare?“

OohgoodnotthisagainIappreciatetheconsent

butitmylifeafterall

Me:“Iknowwhati'mdoing…stopbuggingme,I

pushedheraside

Her:youknowthatDuringnear-drowning,your

bodyiscutofffromoxygentothepointwhere

majorbodysystemscanbegintoshutdownfrom

thelackofoxygenflow."

Me:Iknow....Dr"

Shebreathoutloudinfrustration

"sbahlepleasetalktomeortosomeoneyoucarry

tomuchweighteversinceyoucamebackIdon't

recognisethepersonyouarenow"

Me:whyyounotinthedininghall?"_

Her:"oohyiniwethuwhysolokhudodgethetopic...

YoumybestfriendChinaandIwillnotseatand

watchyoutakeyourlife!!"



Me:“I’mokbabeyeva“

thisfriendofmyhereisloudwehavebeen

roommatesfor5Yearsnowsincegrade8_sheis

XhosaandI'mZulu,sheislockedupinthisprison

likeme,hersentenceisdifferentfromminethough,

sheinhereforbeingtooforward,let'sjustsayshe

isashedog,nevermeeta17yearoldwhohaslost

countinthemanshehassleptwith...Shefucksfor

funandnotforlove,ontheotherhandidon’teven

knowhowtokissaguy,butwegetalongprettyfine

,onethingIloveaboutheristhatsheisasmart

bitch,ambitiousandfocus.

Me:areyougettingmefoodorwhat?"

Her:itsnotlikeyouwilleatit“

Me:justgoZim…“

Ijustlookedatherandshedraggedherbigassout

leavingmetofinishlotioningmybody,Iputonmy

PJandtookmybooks aswasabouttostudyZim

walkedin

withourfood,Itookmeatandrosteredpotato

frommyplateandlefttherestforher,sheloves



foodnodoubtshewillfinishtwoplates

Her:sofinallywewritingourfinalpapertomorrow“

Me:yah"Isaidwithalawvoice,

Zim"oohcomeonlove....atleastnowyougoingto

varsity"

Me:andIwantedtoskipthecountryorprovince,

youforgettingthatI'llbesomebody'swifewhich

meansI'mgoingtobestuckinhishouseGod

knowsdoingwhat...,whoknowsmaybehewillbe

demandingsexandbaby’sfromme,honestlyIfeel

likedying"

Her:haveyouconsideredgoingforplanB...Kill

himonyourweddingnighttakehismoneyandskip

thecountry"

Me:"I'llgowithplanAandjustkillmystepfatherin

hissleep"welookedateachotherandwebust

outandlaughed

.

.

weekslater...tobecontinued



.

.

youknowwhattodo
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Trey***(Narrated)

It'sbeenawholemonthandTreystillcouldnotget

overthefactthathehasachildandsheisaspitting

imageofhim,thewomenhelovesistheonethat

madehimafather,hespendweekswithZee

bondinganddoingallthingsthataparentwishto

dowithachild,herealisedthatFathersarenot

born,Mengrowintofathersandfatheringisavery

importantstageintheirdevelopment.Treytook

thisseriousheprayedforhisdaughterandwentan



extramiletoprotecther,heaskedthelordto

forgivehimforallthewrongshehasdoneoverthe

yearstreatingwomenbadly,agirlchildcan

changeanymanperspectiveonhowheview

womenworth,hewillneverwishhisowndaughter

togothroughwhathedidtothewomeninhislife,

askingGodtoforgivehimwashisonlyhopethat

karmamustnotcomeknockingonhisdoor.

TreytookprideinplayingthedadpartinZeelifeas

muchashehatedthatheneverfeltherkickwhile

shewasstillinhermotherswomb,neverheardher

whenshecriedforthefirsttime,neversawher

whensheTookherfirststeporheardherfirst

wordshesaid,itsaddenhimthathelostThree

yearsofherdaughter'slife,worsepartheisstill

aliveandwouldhavetakenresponsibilityofhis

child.

Thatwhyhejustwantedhisdaystorevolvearound

ZeehelovedthenamethatSligavehisdaughter

sheisdefinitelythefruitofhislife,Zithelo

Zemvelo,heisstillpuzzledthathehaslearnedso



muchabouttakingcareofchildinashortperiod

time,bathtime,naptimes,platytime,talk/

danceandlaughtime,ohnotforgettingtowatch

cartoonswithher,hehaslearnedaboutZee

elegies,whatshelikestoware,hestillstruggledto

herhairitsbigthickafro,butverysofthelikesto

playwithitandtherichredcolourmakeshereven

morebeautiful,hesmiledthinkingthatThenature

ofimpendingfatherhoodisthatyouaredoing

somethingthatyou’reunqualifiedtodo,andthen

youbecomequalifiedwhiledoingit.

Partingwayswasthehardestparthehadtodo,he

hadschoolandfinalexamstowritetogethis

degreeandrunhiscompany,henowhadpurpose

inlife..

hewasbackintheUKfinishinguphisexamshis

mindcouldnotgetdestructedbyanythingnow,he

knewthathehassomeonewholooksuptohim

nowandhewasaproudfatherhetookouthis

phoneanddialedNolanumber



Her:hello"

Him:hiNola...mayipleasespeaktoZithelo"

Nolarolledhereyes,shewasstillmadatTreyfor

notforgivingSli,shespendweekscryingoverhim,

buttheguyratherspenddayswithhisdaughter,

takingZeetoDisneylandwaswow!butsomehow

anailintheheartforslisinceshewasnotaskedto

tagalong,andwhenhisfamilyintroducedZeeto

theencestoresandchangedhersurnameslidieda

milliondearth,theonlypersontheyacknowledged

inthatroyalhousewasTreyseedandslifeltlikea

surrogatemother,depressionhitherevenmore

whenTreysaidthatnextyearhistakingZeeto

leavewithhim ..NolastartedhatingtheMnguni's

evenmoreitstruewhattheysaythatpeoplewith

powerbelievesthatthingsmustbedonethereway

orthehighway.

OntheotherhandPamhatesSlianddidnoteven

hideit,inhereyesSliwasolderandwasnot

supposetogetinsackwithTreyinfirstplaceyet

alonecurryababybyhim,Nolablamesherself

nowforfightingandpesteringSlitotellTreyabout



Zeeeverythingjustwentsidewaysafterthetruth

wasrevealed,NolanowunderstoodwhySlikept

tellingherthatherrelationshipwithTreywas

complicated,agedifference,herbeingawidow,

andnowsheamotherofhischild...Yessheloves

himbutiftheMediagetholdofslipastTrey’s

imageandherswillbetainted.

Nola:wow!...younotevengoingtoaskmeon

howI'mdoing??"

Treysighthiswashard,hewasneverreadyto

coparent,heisnotevenexperienceonhowto

jugglehislifeandbeingasingleparent,thefamily

loveshisdaughterbutSliontheotherhandthey

maypretendtolikeherbutthereredflagswithhim

datingorpursuingarelationshipwithher,he

decidedtoplacehisfeelingonholdforherashard

asitishejustdon'twanttocomplicatethings.

Besidesheissoontomarrysomeonenextmonth,

hecan'thurtslilikethat,shewasonceavictimsof

cheatinghusband,it'sjusttoocomplicatedforhim

now.



"letthedustsetandmaketherightdecision"

Austinadvisedhimandhedoingjustthatnow

trey:I'msorryaboutthat...Howare..."shedidnot

allowhimtofinish

"_

Nola:"Zeeeyourdadisontheline,,!!!!!"she

screamedinTreyear,hejustranhishandsonhis

face

"daddy..."zeegiggledonthereceiver,thatalone

meltedhisheart

"haypumpkin...Howwasyourday"shegiggleand

toldhimaboutherday,Playmatewhatsheate,

thecuteclothsshehason,shestartedgoingon

aboutsomecartoonscharactersgottreysmiling

fromeartoear,

"whenareyoucomingbackdaddy"

"soonpumpkinsoon,"

"Iloveyoudaddy..."

"Iloveyoutoo,"



Silenceonbothends,Treylookedathisphoneand

itwasstillcounting

Trey:Iloveyousomuch"thatgotzeegiggling

again"byedaddyauntsaysImustgobath

promisetoreadmebedtimestory"

"itsadateprincesOKgobathwilltalklater"they

kissedonthephone

TherewasshufflinggoingonandNolaanswered

Trey;thankyou,pleasetextmebeforeshesleep"

Nola:IknowTreyIwill..."

Him:thankyou..."

Her:Sliwillbeliveonherpagetoday'

Him:ooh"

Her:youshouldtunein"

Treyhasneverseensliwork,shehashadpeople

saysheischanginglivesbutneverhadchanceto

actuallyseeit,aftersayinggoodbyetoNolahe

pulledouthislaptopandtypeinalink,hewas

shockbythenumbersoffollowersshehas,



commentsweremindblowinganotificationpopped

in,sliwasliveheclickedonitandlookedathow

Polish,andgoodlookingshewas,highwaist

formalwhiteslacks,blackbodysuit,matching

whitecoatblackstilettosalwaysmadehertalland

shelookedgorgeous,Treyfoundhimselfrunning

hishandsonthescreenandshewatchedSlitalking

andwalkingaroundthestagewithmic,hedecide

toincreasethevolumewhenshetookoffhercoat

andthecrowdwasstandingupandclapping

.

.

Slisermon****

"wehavethatnegativethoughtthatdestroyour

courage…dreamsandambitions,wesoscaredto

openthatcurtainofbelievinginyourselfandsaying

IcandoitandIwill…i'mnotintimidatedbythe

fearoftheunknown…andweendupcrawlingto

thatdarkcornerofdoubtweevengodownonour

kneesandprayandsayoohGodpleasegiveme



strength..pleasegivecouragetoapplyforthat

managementposition…givemehearttolead…

givemeanabilitytoworkhardandgetthatfatpay

cheque…makemegoodenoughforhimtoseemy

worthandmarryme.....makememoreprettyor

handsome…Iwilldiepoorwhat’stheuseinfighting

…

hayboListenhereonethingIhaverealizedisthatit

allstartwithyou…YoucannotbelieveinGoduntil

youbelieveinyourself”Letmeexplainwhyisay

thisafterlotsofcontemplating,thisringstruefor

me.(shelaughedandshookherhead)

WhenIfirstreadthisquote,Ibrusheditoff.

Certainlythatcouldn’tbetrue,andIdidn’twantto

spendanymoretimethinkingaboutit.However,as

thedaywentonthatstatementfollowedme.It

showedupeverywhere,soIthoughtmaybeIneed

totakeacloserlookatit

Let’sunpackthis,startingrightfromthebeginning.

InGenesisittellsusthatwewerecreatedinthe

imageofGod.Godbreathedlifeintous.Hisbreath

flowsinsideofus.Therefore,Godisthesourceof



lifefromwithin.Heisinsideofyou,aroundyou—

everywhere.

Ifthisisthecase,whenyourejectyourself,hateon

yourselfordoevenworse,youaredoingthesame

toGodbecauseHeisthesourcefromwithin,and

yourbodyisthetempleoftheHolySpirit(1

Corinthians6:19).Everythingyouareholding

againstyourselfonacorelevel,whetheritis

throughwordsoractions,youarealsoholding

againstGod.

Byquestioningwhowetrulyare,wearequestioning

whoGodis....Maybeyoubelieveyouwerecreated

bychance,andifthatweretruethatwouldalso

meanyoudon’thaveauniquepurpose.Thatwould

leaveyoustrugglinginlife,notjustphysicallybut

alsoemotionallyandspiritually—whichagain,

wouldleadyoutonottrulybelievinginyourself.

Whatistheretobelievein,ifwerunaroundlike

zombieswithoutapurpose?Westarttofeel

hopelessandathoughtsneaksinthatindicates

thatsurelytherecan’tbeaGodifthatishowIfeel

becauseitdoesn’tfeelgood.



Whenwedon’ttrustourselves,wealsodon’ttrust

God.OurhumanselfisrestoredthroughChristyet

wetendtonotwanttoacceptitonadeepspiritual

level.Fromexperience,wetendtobesuspicious

abouteverythingthatmaybegood.ListenhereIfit

soundstoogood,itprobablyis.

Manyofus,myselfincluded,merelyacknowledge

theexistenceofGod.Butdowefullyandwhole-

heartedlyexperiencefaith?Thereisadifference

betweenknowledgeandfaith.…Faithmeanstolet

goofwhatwethinkwecanandshouldcontrol,but

weareafraidtoletgobecausewewouldlose

ourselvesandWecan’triskthatWhatwebecome

familiarwith,webecomecomfortablewithandeven

whenitisnotinourbestinterest,itfeelssafesowe

holdontoit.Tryingtobeincontrolofourlives

meanswedon’ttrustDivineguidanceIknowIhave

beenthereIhavequestionedmyexistencemy

purpose...

Ashumanbeingswewillneverbeperfect,butwith

thisunderstandingitmakesiteasiertoacceptand

liveourcallingandpurposeforagreatergood.



Whenyoubelieveinyourselfinanhonoringway,

youarehonoringwhatGodhascreated,and

therefore,Godhimself.Thelessyoubelievein

yourself,themoreseparatedyouarespiritually

fromGod.

Witheverythingsaid,myunderstandingisthatthe

statementof,“YoucannotbelieveinGoduntilyou

believeinyourself,”goeshandinhandwith,“You

cannotbelieveinyourselfuntilyoubelieveinGod.”

Onebuildsontopoftheother."

endofsermonpeoplewerescreamingsomewere

crying,someshouting"amen""weloveyouSli"

"Wereceive"Godblessyou"everyoneonewason

therefeetthecrowdCheeringasslibowdand

placedherhandtogetherasifsheisprayingand

saidthankyou,sheblewfewkissesasshewas

usheredtothebackstage

IntheUK

Treymouthwasonthefloor,shock…disbeliefon

whathejustsaw…heknewandfeltthatsliwas

ordainedforgreaterthingsinlife,hefeltthatSli



wasnot.justanordinarywomenshewashighly

favouredthatwhyshewasgivenasecondchance

afterherneardeathexperience

Trey:fuck!"itcameoutasawhisperhethen

startedgoingthroughallthevideosslihadposted

inherYouTubepage

.

.

Ihopeit'slongenoughguyswillcatchupthisside

onmonday..."happyweekendZihlobo,youknow

whattodo

[05/02,09:06]Chapter5
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Sbahle***

Ifinishedmyexamsandtodaywasmylastdayin

thisprisonsohereIam



gettingoutofprisonafteryearsinside.Icollected

mythings,takeoffmyschooluniform onelast

time,andthenadooropensandI'mexpectedto

stepout.Theremustbejoyinthismoment,

althoughjoytingedbyfearandweightedin

expectationsmybrain,Iprocessingthefactthat

Whathappensnext?amireallyfree?TodayI'm

beingreleasedfromjailIwasnotkeeningoing

backhoneIknowmymomalwaysmakesmyvisit

aspectacularbycookingmyfavoritemealand

spendingtimewithmeIsighasIlookedatmy

driverstandingoutsidethecar

"rememberbabethisisyourfreedomuseitwisely,

thinkwithyourheaddonotallowemotionsto

crowdyou"thatZimforyoupartingwayswithmy

onlybestfriendhurtmorethaneverIpromisedto

stayItouchassoonasmyparentsbymeaphone...

I'mofficiallyalone,idragmysuitcaseandthe

passengerdooropenedofmycar,mymom

steppedoutandIheldmymouth



Her:youthoughtIwasgoingtomissyoulastday

atschool?"

Me:makaSbahle?"

Shesmiledatmewithtearsinhereyes

Her:"mayIhugyou"Inoddedassheengulfedme

withahug

Her:oohsanalwami"thiswasthebestdayofmy

lifetohangwithmymotherawayfromhome,the

drivehomewasgoingyobelongbecauseshefirst

wantedustogoshopping,doourhairandcatchup

,shealsoboughtmeaphoneyet!I'm18yearsand

itsmyfirsttimeowningaphone.spendingtime

withMon



thisIcangetusedto,forthefirsttimeinmillion

yearsIcouldlaughwithnoworryintheworld,I

wastiredonourdrivebackhoneIplacedmyhead

onmymomslapasshebrushedmyhairback

"Me:mama,howdidyouandfarthermeet?

Shelookedatmeinshock,shewasnotexpecting

thatquestionfrommeatall

her:whyareyouaskingmestory’sfromthepast?

Mtanami"

Itoldherthatiwascurioustoknow,ifitwaslove

thatbroughtthemtogetherorifhermarriagewas

arrangedalso.

Onethingyoushouldknowaboutmymotheristhat

sheoneofthosebeautify,hourglassfullfigured



womenwhonormallykeeptoherself,sheisnot

toomuchoftalkerandhasfewifnofriendsatall,

Iguesssheenjoysherdutiesofbeingahousewife

orinthiscaseforcetosmileandwave,itwas

shockingtoseeheroutsidetheroyalrealmsshe

hardlyleavesthehouseitlikeshemadeherselfa

prisonerthereorwasmadeonebymyuncle,butI

alwayswonderedwhy.SotodayIwashoppingthat

shemightsharesomeliteaboutherlife.Ilookedat

herwithoutblinking

Her:oohGodngizoqalaphi"

Momalwaysfindjoyintalkingaboutmydad,I

knowmymomlovedmyfatherbetteryetshestill

does,itwasloveatfirstsightluckilyforhere,Istill

don'tunderstandtheconceptofFallinginloveat

firstsightitsoneofthosethingsyoueitherbelieve

inordon't.Theconceptofitissofairytalelike,it's

almosthardtobelieveitcanactuallyhappenin

reality.Butaccordingtomomandthewayshe



smilingrightnow...Itslookslikethemindplays

tricksonyouwhenyoumeetthatspecialperson,

subconsciousplaysaroleandtakesover...itsnota

normalfeelingatallshewentontotellmethat

Loveatfirstsighthasnothingtodowithgoodlooks.

Ifloveweredependentongoodlooks,thenwe

wouldallfallinloveeverytimewewalkeddownthe

streetandsawgoodlookingPearson,Bythetime

we’dgethome,we’dhavefalleninlovemultiple

times.Therealsecretbehindwhywefallinloveat

firstsightisbecausesomethinginthewaythis

particularpersonhappenstolook,hastriggereda

comparisoninoursubconsciousmindtosomeone

fromourpastwhomeantalottous.Thisiswhy

whenIfellinlovewithyourfatherIcouldnot

believeit,hewasarrangedtomarrymysisterand

hesawmeandwelltherestishistoryshesaidand

hereyessparkled.

Me:howdidyouknowhewastheone"



Her:babywhenithappenyoujustknow,that

feelinginyourgutthatmakesyoufeellikeyou

couldtakeflightfromthehighorvomitfromthe

anxiety-inducednausea.Youcan'thelpbutfeel

giddyeverytimetheycomeabittoocloseandyou

almosttouch.Butterfliesareatrademarksignthat

youareseriouslyfeelingsomethings"

Me:Wowloveiscreepy"

Shelaughed

Her:itssobeautifulIprayyouexperienceitmy

babyandIwishyoucantellmemoreaboutit,I

longtoseetearsofjoyinyoureyesthenofpain"

it'sgoodtoseehersmilelikethis,thisquestion

wasmoreofputtingasmileonherfacebutalso

feedmewithcuriosityofwhatloveis,shetalked

aboutgrowingupandahowshemeetmyfather



,whileIdrifterfromlistentoherandactually

thoughtwhydoesmyfuturehavetoturnoutlife

this,whycanImarrytheloveofmylifetoo...We

laterarrivedathomewithmymomgentlywaking

meup,theyardwaspackedwithfewcars.

Me:what'sgoingon?"

Mom:oohmyGodhewentaheadanddidit'

Me:didwhatmakaSbahle?"

Her:planyourwelcomehoneparty"

Me,:WHAT!!Hehadsomethingplannedforme???.

Her:oohmyGodwearesolate..."shejumpedout

ofthecarandoffersmeherhandtohold



Her:comebaby"shewantedtocrybecauseshe

didnotknowaboutthisandsheisnotsurehow

angryherhusbandis,andrightonqueuehewalked

outwithhiswhiskyglassonhishand

Him:princesswelcomehome!"momwas

apologizingforcominglate,hejustlooksather

Him;notnownkosikazi...Ngenisaumtana

ngaphakathi"

Idraggedmyfeetandindeeditwaskindoflikea

littleparty,mostlyrelativesfrommyfather'sside,

no...no...notheywanttohugme,"Nahthat'snot

happening."Ididn'tfeelcomfortable,IknowIwas

surroundedbyalotofpeopleinprisonbutbeing

surroundedbypeopleoutsideespeciallythispeople

itmademesickitbecameawholedifferent

atmosphere.ItsmyfirstdayofficiallyOutsideof



schoolandIfoundithardtotalktopeopletothis

peopleinfact...myanxietywentonfullmode..I

fakedthrowingupandrantothebathroomand

lockedmyselfthere

.

.(fewdayslater)

ItfewdaybeforemybirthdayorshouldIsay

MemuloandI'mcoopedupinoneoftherondovel

Inmyhomestead,Igottwoothergirlswithme,

NwabisaandDudutheyalsomycousin,Duduisa

totalsnobmyage,Nwabisaisolderthemme,she

aqhikiza,shy,strictandreservedwhileDuduWho

introducedherselfasdidyisoutspokenandspeaks

Englishallthetime,ihavebeenjoinedonthehip

withthemforFourdaysnowandtwodaysfrom

nowIwillparadehalfnakedforthewholevillageto

seeme,I'monlytoleratingthisnonsensebecause

itsmymothersideaandshefindsprideinAfrican



Zuluculture,shestillshockedletjustsayproud

thatI'mstillpure.

Anoldladyhasbeenappointedtoguideustrough

outtheceremonyIhavecometounderstandthat

sheisvirgintesterorleadsizintombiZomhlangain

thevalleyshehasagreedtomentorusaboutthis

eventandtheimportanceofthisceremony,I

leanedalotaboutculture,respectandbeinga

womeninparticular,basicallyUmemulo,also

knownasthe“comingofage,isanimportantZulu

ritualthatcelebratesayounggirl’sjourneyinto

womanhoodTheceremonyindicatesthattheyoung

girlhastransitionedfromachildandintoanadult

womanwhocannowgetmarriedTraditionally,

umemulowasperformedaroundtheageofpuberty

andawardedtoyounggirlswhohadrespectedtheir

bodiesbutwithevolvingtimesandwestern

influenceonAfricanculture,theceremonyisnow

donewhengirlsreachtheageof21Wellinmycase

thisisdoneearlybecausetheMngunihavealready

askedformyhandinmarriagemomthoughtitwill



bebestthatshedoitnowinstead...theceremony

isawayofshowingappreciationtotheyoung

womanforrespectingherselfandherfamilyand

community,alongwithfollowingtheirteachings.

Mystepfathersbelievethatthiswillhelpmeshape

metobeabetterwomenandstopactinglikeaboy

yahright...Sotodaytheyslaughteringagoat,ihave

itskinonmywrist(isiphandla)thisceremonyis

donetothanktheGodNomkhubulwaneforguiding

metopurity,acowwillbeslaughtertomorrow.

IDidn'tknowhowthiswassoimportantbutseeing

mymotherlaughandsoproudofMeitmeltedmy

hearttheonlythingthatgotmedownwaswhena

groupofoldwomencametotherondoveland

startedpreparingmeformarriageIwastaughton

howtobegoodbrideandwife.Iwouldmuchrather

diethanhavesuchtalkwiththiswomenIjust

lookeddownandlistenthatwhatwasexpectedof

mevele,



Thenextmorningits4:00amFridaymorningweat

theriverbathingtheredclayfromourbody(ibovu)

Didy:wehavetodosomethingwiththatinkon

yourback"

Me:itsatattoosoifyoucanwashitofffeelfreeto

doso"

Nwabisa:youfatherwillFrickoutdoesheeven

knowaboutit"

Ishookmyhead

Didy:thisisgoingtobesofun,Icantwaittosee

thelookonthereeyes"



Webustoutandlaugh,onethingwehavein

commonwiththisgirlsisthehatewehaveforour

parents,soyoumostprobablywonderinghowI

haveatattoolet'sjustsayduringmy

RebelliousstageIdecidedonpaintingmybody,

onmybackIhavemyfathernamewritteninchines

goingdownonmyspineitsbigandyoucan'thideit

sinceitstartfrommyneckdowntothewaist,it

wasallZimideawhenIvisitedherforschool

holidaysinJo'burgfewyearsback

Me:I'msomebodywifeNwabisamyfatherhasno

sayovermenow"

"areyoureadyforthat"didyasked

Me:Idon'tthinkIwilleverbeready..."



Nwabisa:onethinkIhaveleanedinallofthisis

thatyounotinthisthingalonetheguyslifeisalso

goingtochange,healsoisforcedtomarryyou...

Remembergirlitsanarrangedmarriageboth

partieswillhateeachotherForyears,usethose

yearstomakeanameforyourselfgonearethose

dayswhenwehavetoleavelikeourmothersin

suchmarriages"_

Iwasdressingupisuddenlystop

Me:whatdoyoumean?"

Her:youwanttostudyright...Beindependent

angithi?"

Inodded

Her:I'llgiveyoumyatipmysistergotfromyour



sister,takecharge,standyourground..."

Me:Idon'tunderstand"

Her:I'mengagedhasbeenlikethatforYearsnow,

Mymarriagewas-sortofagainstmywishes.Ijust

wantedtofinishcollegefirstyouknowInour

community,girlsgetmarriedbetween18-21and

guysbetween24-30."

Me:holdupI'mmarryingayoungerguynotaold

wrinkledman"

Didylaughed"thatagainstourroyalarranged

marriagelaws,oohhellnogirl,youmarryinga

princemostprobablywhowillalsobetoopre-

occupiedtopayanyattentiontoyou,sokahle

kahlewenayoumarriagehisfamily"



Oohgodcouldthisbe?

Gogo:aybooenoughwithchitchatasambebefore

thesunriseup"

Wesetonfootwithblanketcoveringoverourheads

andNwabisatellingmeaboutherarranged

marriage

Nwabisa:soIwasalready19andmyparentswere

freakingout.Iagreedtoengagementbutnotthe

weddinguntilIfinishedfifthyearofdentalcollege.

IcomehomeforChristmasvacationandmy

parentsdidn'tletmegoback.Like,theyphysically

restrainedme.Ithreatenedtotellmyhusbandtobe

andhisfamilythatIwasbeingforcedtomarryand

dropoutifschoolandforthatIwasbeatenup

badlymyparentsforcingmenowtonevergoback

tocollege.ItextedwithSOforafewmonthswithno

luck.ThefirsttimeIsawhimwasatthe

engagement.TechnicallyitwasZibizoceremony



whichmeantweweremarriedlegallyinculturenow

butforusItreateditasengagement..WhenIhad

lostallfaithhismothercameandtookmetheday

after,I'mmoreofthereyoungerdaughterthena

wifetotheresonIstillcontinuedwithschooltill

today..."

Me:oohmyGodyousolucky"

SheshookherheadNo

Her:I'mnot,heiscomingbacknextyearandmy

livingenvironmentmaychangebutI'mgladIgota

joblineupformenowandIachievedmydream..."

Ilookedatherandheldherhandthiswasso

touching,yetIthoughtiwasaloneinthismessbut

someofmyrelativesaresufferingjustlikeIam.



Her:yoursistersaidImusttellyoumystoryand

canonlyhopethatyouwillusethissituationtoyour

advantage,weBhenguwomenwestrongandI

believeinyouSbahleyouwillnotparishyouwill

riseup

.

.

Mondayforwhoforwhatvele,Idecidedtotype...

hopeyouenjoydon'tforgettopromotepageguys

let'sgrowourfamily...morecomments/morelikes

njaloandIwilldeliver....tomysilentreaders

asikhulumeguys
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iwasSittingonthecouchclosetothewindowin

mybedroomwaitingforhimtoarrive,

Ipulledmylegstomychestashiscarparks,he

steppedoutlookinglikesomethingthatjustwalked

outofthefashionmagazine,nodoubtTreyisthe

mosthandsomemanIhaveevermet,hewas

wearingbluejeans,whiteshirtrolleduponhis

arms,whitesnickers,hishairwaskeptinplaceby

ablackbandana,hehadshadeson..Iswallowed

hardjustlookingathim,hemademerealisewhatI

justlost.wasitallworthit...Ikeepplayingcould

havebeeninmyheadImaginingthepainful

breakup,itmessyandnoisythereis3rdpart

involvethatjoinustogether.communicationis

lostandallwedoisfightandagueIlosthimwhenI

left,hehaschangedgrownupexact,iwipedthe

tearthatescapedmyeyesijustplacemyheadon

myknees,IjustwishthattheTheEarthcould

stoppedspinning,Iwishtowakeupinhisarms

justforoncebutthe,TheSunwillneveragainrise

intheeast...Thenightshavebecamegrueling,



longerthentheyeverseemedtobethepaininmy

chestit'ssopainfulitslikei'vebeencutopen,

woundedandleftvulnerabletothewindsofchange

anduncertainty...IlosttheonlymanIlongfor,I

havelostafriend...lovethatwassobeautiful,i

misshimsomuchhewastheonepersonwho

filledupmylonelycupandmakesthisworldalittle

morehabitable.

Ifeltthehaironthebackofmyneckstand,Ifelthis

presencehisinmybedroomhisCologneso

powerfulalmostblockingmyairsupply,myface

wasamessIwasnotgoingtoliftmyheadup

anytimesoonIcannotallowhimtoseemelikethis

no.

Him:IknewyouwereamazingfromthemomentI

setmyeyesonyou,Iwasjustaboygoingtrough

lotofchangesbutyounevergaveuponme,Itried

tofightwhatifeltforyoubuttheheartwantswhat

itwants,itwasfutileasloveprovedtobestronger.



Thankyoufornotgivinguponmethen....I'mstill

madatyouforchoosingtogothejourneyalone …

IwishIwastherewhenyoudiscoveredthatyouare

pregnant,thejoy,expectations,preparationsIwould

haveenjoyedthat,butbeingthewomenyouare

youyetputmefirstanddiditallonyourownIknow

beingasingleparentforthepastyearswasnot

easyithasbeenastrugglebutlookingatZeeyou

managedtobethebestmothereverforthatithank

you!,ThankyouforsacrificingyourbeautyIknow

howyougirlsfeelaboutyour’vanity,"Ismiled

Him:thosebeautifulclothesyoustruggledtoput

onthattheywouldn’tfityourchangingbodyshape

thosemanysleeplessnight's…Thankyoufor

enduringthroughthepainsandmoodswings

givingupyourfavoritemealstosatisfyourbaby's

cravings...Thankyouforstandingtallagainstthe

painandmanyproceduresyouwentthroughwhile

givingbirth....irememberlikeitwasyesterday

whenshehuggedmewithhertinnyarmsIwas

spellbound,manythingschangedthatmoment…



IfeltlikeIneverdidbefore,thoughhardtoexplain,it

wasanamazingfeeling!Wecancallitparenthood

feelinguntilsciencecatchesupI'vewatchedyou

turnintoamotherquickly,yourmotherlyinstinct

gavemeutmostconfidencethatourchildwas

raisedincorrectmannerandIcouldaskforany

betterwomentomakemeafather

Ioweyoumylife....IoweyousomuchthatIwill

neverrepayitall...andtoday,

Icometoyouaskingyoutoforgiveme...youhurt

meSilindilebyleavingandbykeepingthebaby

newstoyourselfiunderstandyourreasonnow

andIwasjusttoangrytolistenbackthenandfor

thatI'msorry,mostofthethingsIsaidtoyouwere

outofangerandididn'tmeanit,Ihopeyoucan

finditonyourhearttoforgiveme"



HewasquiteandIontheotherhandwasacrying

mess,itsbeenthreemonthssinceTreycameto

knowaboutZeeandthroughoutthattimewehave

hadendlessfight,itwastoxicandchaotic,Ihave

longedtohearhimsaythiswordstomeoohGod,I

couldnotstopcryingrightnow,Ifelthishandson

myshoulderIraisedmyheadupandoureyed

locked

Him:I'msorry"

HepulledmetohugandIjustmeltedinhisarms,

hisheartbeatingfastthennormal,hisheavy

breathing...Iheldontohimformydearlifeashe

brushedmybackandsaideverythingwillbeOK,

Him:wishIcouldundothepainyou’refeelingin

yourheartrightnow.IwishIhadthepowertojust

washitaway,makeitdisappear....Pleaseforgive

memotherofmychild"



Me:Ilongforgivenyoubutit'stohearyousaythis

wordstomethatjustmakemecry,itstearsofjoy

mixwithlotofemotions,I'malsosorry.."hecut

meoff

Him:hayIunderstandSilindile,youhavesaid

sorrytometolastmemywholelife"

Ipulledoutofhisembracedandlaughedhehad

thatdashingsmileofhisface

Him:Imissedthat"

Ilookedathimandheldmyfaceandblushed,heis

theonlymanthatbringsouttheshygirlinme

Him:forallthethingsyouhavebeentroughI'm

sorryImadeyoucry..."_



Heranhishandsonmyfacewipedmytears,I

knowthislookhisgivingmerightnowitthesame

lookthatmademefallinlovewithhim,

Him:yougavemeabeautifulgirl,sheisbeautiful

likeyou...Youhavemademeaproudfather...

Thankyou"Ismiledandlookeddown,heliftedmy

chin,oureyeslockedandsparkstartedtofly

OohGodhistoclosetome,myvowwastoalways

lovehimhasjustbeenrenewed,Ifeelcloserto

himourheartstartedtobeatasoneNotonlydidwe

resolvingourissuewithTreybutthechemistry

betweenushasbeenlit,ifeelclosertohimand

morerelaxeditslikeihavegottensomethingoffmy

shoulders,OKtheZitheloissueisresolvethank

Godwecanwalkpastthatbutitsnowleavesme

wonderingaboutusIneedtoknowbecauseIhave

beenholdingontonegativefeelingsandfinally

havetheopportunitytoexpressthem.Youknow



Whenyou’remorerelaxed,youmightfindthatyour

sexualresponseflowsmorefreelyandrightnowI

needTrey...Hislookchangewhichmakesmeask

myselfis

Itreallytherainbowattheendofthestorm...or

thestormjustbeganinmylife

Him:Iwillalwaysloveyou"hewillalwaysme?

whatdoeshemeanbythat?

Me:Iloveyou".

HehadtoknowthatIlovehim,thereisnoright

timeorspecificdateyoumustsaythisthreeletter

wordsIfeelitInmygutandHonestly,there'sno

waytoknowunlessyouknow.I'vesaiditonce

before,andImeantitfromtoptobottombutidon't

knowwhyIfeelscaredtosayit,butwhenyouknow

itreallymeanssomething,yougoaheadandsayit



anyway,

hekissedmeonmyforeheadranthebackofhis

handsonmyfacelookatmeonemoretimebefore

hestandsup.helookedoutsidethewindowandhe

wasindeepthought,Icannotreadhimhehadthis

walloverhim,Istandupaswell,iWanttohold

him,I'mtoshotandbeingbearfootnexttohim

makesmelookevenshorter

Me:what'sgoingonTrey..."Ifinallyaskwitha

motherofalllumponmytrout'

Him:I'mgettingmarriedSilindile"

.

.



Tobecontinued***
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Sibahle****

Iwasprettyshakenwhentheytoldmethatwe

weregoingtosleepbytheriverontheeveofthe

ceremony,butiguesstheirwerepullingmyleg

becausemoregirlsjoinedusandtheytaughtusthe

Zuludanceyooitwassofun,itwasmoreof

campingkindofthingIreallyenjoyedit,thereis

somethingaboutculturethatfascinatedmealotI

wishIknewaboutthisearly.

Inthemistofitallthesinging,clapping,drumbeat



anddancing,Iwasonmyownworlditlike

somethingtookoverme,IneverfeltsoaliveLikeI

amtonight,alightflashedovertheriverandmusic

diedout,mymomheldhermouth

Me:kwenzakalani"

Her:yourunclehascametogiveyourspear"

Ifrownedstillconfusedmymomheldmyhandand

wehadtomeetupwiththeminthemiddleofthe

rivermymother'sbrothercamewithaspear,Ihad

tokneeltheylitimpempoandcalledoutmymother

clanname,afterthathepokedthespearinfrontof

methewomenstartedlulating,some

chantedinpraiseIsmiledthiswasso

overwhelminghethenpinnedcoupleofnoteson

myheadandgavemeagiftboxtoopenwhenIget

home.



Iwasstillpuzzledwhyallofthiswasdoneinthe

middleofthenightandthemiddleoftherivermom

toldmethatit

somethingtodowithhowsheleftherhomethat

whythespearhadtobehandedtomebytheriver,

Iknewthattensionswerehighandtherewasmore

tothestorywhenmygrandmotherthatIhavejust

seenforthefirsttimeinmy18yearsofexistent

huggedmeasifherlifedependedonit,momwas

cryinglikecrazyasifsomebodydiedwhichmade

merealisethereismoreskeletoninmyfamily's

closetbothonmymothersideandfathersside.

Iexchangenumberswithmygrandmotherand

uncleIpromisedtokeepintouchmyinquisitive

beingneedanswersanyway,mygrandmotherand

uncletheyleftwhenitwasclosetodawn,itleftme

feelingbittersweet,Iwishtheycouldstayformy

ceremony



"takelotpicsmysunshineandwillchatandSkype

"gogosaid,Ilaughedyohthisgrandmotherofmine

isforward.

Theactivitiesbecamemorefunwhenwewere

abouttoleaveinthemorning,wewereallnaked

(allthegirls)andonlycoveredwithablanketsang

anddancearoundthefirebeforewejumpedoverit

andweweretoldnottolookback(preventbad

omenfromfollowingus),somorningcamesofast

asexpectedyouknowwhenyouhavingfunit

alwaysshortlivedwehadtoreturnhome,damn

thisgirlslovetodanceandsing,Ididnotknowthe

songsbutthanksGodI’mgoodwithdancinghayI

gothappyfeet,sohereIwasdoingmythingtill

wefinallyapproachedtheroyalrealms,my

stepfatherwelcomedmewithalivegoatwith

mpephoyotixoI'mofficiallyonewiththesmoke

now,hesaidhisthingandIwasescortedtomy

roomtodressup,Ihadtowereisidwabaandlotof

beadsthecolourofthedaywasyellowhideous



Iknowneverthereleaseilookgood,mysmalleyes

andthickpoutedlipsstickoutofthemakeupthat

Didyforcedmetoputon,

Didy:yaziyousuchsworkofart...Nowanderyour

mothernameyouSibahleyouaretruebeauty"

Me:naweumuhlenje"

Nwabisa:shejustayellowbonepaintherblack

ungabonainunuyodwa"welaughed

Mom:asambeSibahleitstime"

Wewerenowintheancestralrondovellisteningto

myunclegoonandondamnmykneeswhere

killingmenowsinceIwaskneelingdownisheever

goingtofinish,Acowwasslaughtersthatmorning



tocongratulateme,andthankingtheancestorsfor

keepingmesafe

Hethentookcow’sbileandsprinklingitonthe

backofmyhands,fingers,toesandthetopofher

head.Thisisbelievedtoconnectmewithher

ancestorsandpleadswiththemtokeepmesafe

andguideme,hethenstepoutleavingmymom

withmyaunts

Mom:Sbahletakeoffyourvestsweetheart"

Didy:ohohmomenttruth"

Nwabisa:Duduawuthule"

Mom,:sheshaSisiyoumusthurryyourguestare

waitingesigcawini'



Islowlytookofmytopoffheregoesnothing...

"yooh"

"mibhalomunilo"

"tixoidimonilodwaleli"

Mom:SibahleBhenguwhatontheloveof

Bhekumuzihaveyougotonyourback"

Shitjusthitthefanwhenmomstartshoutingusing

myfathernameinbetween

Me:ItattoomakaSbahle"

Ma:IseethatItatattoobutwhatisitdoingonyour

back"



Ilookeddown

Ma:oohNkosiyamiSbahleizongibulalalendoda

namuhla..."

Nwabisa:wecantryandcoveritupwithmakeup"

Didy:haveyouseenthesunoutside...Yougotto

beJoking"

Me:doyouevershutup?"ReferredtoDidy

Me:"maIknowitsbigbutIloveititstheonlything

thatremindsmeofDaditshisnameBhekumuzi

BhenguwritteninChinese"

Her:oohmtanamiTattoopho?"shelaughedand



turnedmearoundandranherhandsonmyback

Didy:itsbeautifulright?"

Me&Nwabisa:awuthule!!!"

Thewholehousecrackedup

Mymomhuggedmeandtookthelayeroffattaken

fromthecow’sstomach(imhlehlwe)andshe

coversitovermychestandbackyothisthingis

oilyandbig

Oneoftheaunt:Ihopeumhlwehlwengeuhlukani

Sibahle"

Itsbelievedthatifumhlwehlwebrakesesigcawinia

maidenisnolongeravirgin



Oneofthegogochuckle:ucweleumtwanauthemfi

...Ngiyaziqhenyangawenkosazaneuziphathile

mtanami"

SheputwhiteclayonmyforeheadassighthatI'm

stillpureohmightaswelltellthewholeworldwhile

atitjizzZuluculturehasnoboundaries

Didy;oohbrothertheregoesmymakeup"

IlaughedthisgirlJesus

Nwamisa:I'mproudofyoumysister"wegroup

hugourattireweresimilarandwetooklotpicsand

postedtillwewereleadouttotheopenspaceit

lookedlikeanIrenaYooallthispeoplecametomy

ceremony,itwaspackedandidanceandsangI

didn'tevenhavetogoaroundpointingmyspear

theyrantomeand



tookthespearanddance(agiye)thenputacertain

amountofmoneyonlypapernotesonmyhead

,Imustbeamillionairenowwithallthecashthat

pinnedonmyhead,I'vedonefewcashoutandoff

loadingmycashwhenitgottomuch,myspear

wasgoingaroundpeopleandIsmiledandclap

hands,Didywasbusywipingmyface,while

Nwabisastoodwithanumbrellanexttome

Didy:oohfathergoodwho'sthatyummyguywith

yourspear"IlookedupandsawMrWhiteguy

walkingaroundwiththisguy..NoWaiteitsashe

butdmnsheisfine

Nwabisa:fuckwhydidIgetmarriedearly"

Ilookedatherandlaughed



Whiteguy:Princeswemeetagain"

Ismiledandnodded

Thestud:yourhusbandsayhi,andpleaseforgive

uswenotsureaboutyourculturewegotnocash

withusbutwewroteyouachequehopeyoudon't

mind"

Didy:notatallbabywedon't"

InudgeherandIfeltthempinningsomethingon

myhead

Whiteguy:seeyoulaterprincess"

Nwabisa:ourculturealsosaysthatifyouhavea



spearinyourhandyouneedtodotheZuludance"

What???thisiswhatIgottosee?,Ihavenever

laughedinmylifelikeIjustdidrightnowyepits

truewhitemancan'tdanceatall,andthestudwith

himdidanaynaymixwithvoshothecrowdwas

laughingandcheeringon

Nwabisa:Hollyshittheysignedyouachequefor

R100k

Me;INI??

.

.

Tobecontinued***
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TREYjustsetdownbecausehefeltlikehishead

wasspinningeversincehementionedthatheis

gettingmarriedtoSli,andshestatedwalking

aroundtheroom,shewaswearingadenimbum

shortandwhitevest,herweavewastiedina

messybun,Treylookedathowtinnyherfeetare

onwhitefluffyCapetshewaswalkingon

Her:what??”

Thequestionwasindirectquestiontoherself,

Treydidnothaveanyanswers,heknewthathe



justbrokeherfragileheartintotinnypiecesthatcan

neverbemended,therenoturningbacktimeeven

ifSlididnotleave,Trey’sfatewillhavestillmeant

thathewassupposetomarryaroyalblood,as

muchasSliishisbabymother,hisfirstlovehis

familywouldhaveneverapprovedofthem,thelast

thinghewantedtodowastorepeathistoryanddo

thesamemistakehisfatherdid.

Sliwasregisteringeverythingshejustheard,she

thanheldherfaceandbrokedownandcriedthe

lastthingthatTreyeverwantedtodowastomake

themotherofhischildcry,slihascriedenough,he

wishthathecouldbetheonethatwillmakeher

happybutinfactitslikeeverytimetheirpathcross

thereisalwaysaboundarywallspreventingthem

frombeingtogether,isitdestinythattheybrake

eachothersheartlikethis?isitevennormalfor

lovetobesoforbiddenbutyettobeautiful?



Shejustcriedevenlouderjustthinkingaboutwhat

shewenttroughshedidnotbelievethatshejust

neverexperiencelovesecondagoandsuddenly

thetidejustchangeherheartwasbleedingsheyet

againLosinghim tosomeoneelseitwas

shattering

Whycouldn'ttheyjustbeisThiswhyloveissucha

lottery?.Rareisitthatbothparty’sfeelexactlythe

same.Eveniftheytrytofigurethingsoutthat

doesn’tguaranteeanysuccess.

Her:IwaitedIsacrificesomuchandthishappens

tomelikethis??"Thesadnesssubsidedshe

becamefuriouswhatwasthepointinbelievingin

theupperpower?whatwasthepointoffollowing

destinywhenithastohurtherlikethis,Unlikemen,

whoalwayswanttobeawoman’sfirstlover,

womenalwaysdesiretobeaman’slastloverwith

whomtheysettleddownwith.shehasgivenhima



child,yesitwasnotplannedbutthebabyhasto

countforsomething,sheneversawherselfraising

achildasasingleparentorco-parentingwithTrey,

wasshetonaïveandbelievedthathappyending

willcometroughforherifsheperseveredtroughall

theinstructionprovided…shewaitedforsolong

tobeinthisoneroomwithTreyandtalklikeold

timewithoutfightingbutsheneverpicturedittobe

likethis,onlytohandoverhimovertohisfinaland

futurelover,shefeltsoborrowor‘used’bydestiny

Trey:Silindile"shefelttheairwayshuttingdown,

sheheldherchest

Shewasmorefrustrationatthefactthatthey

wastedtheirtimepreparinghimforcommitment

whichneverbelongtoher.shewasscorned

woman



Her:whattheretosayTrevorhhhe?haven’tyou

hurtmeenough?whydoeslovingyouhurtso

much !!!“

hebreathoutloudandheldhisheadfacingdownit

wascomplicatedfuckedupsituation

her:“doyouloveher?“

him:“Slidon’tdothistoyourself?“|

her:“justanswersme!!“

him:“no…Idon’tevenknowher,itsanarranged

marriage“

her:what?”



him:“royalty“

her:“ohmyGod…whatamIgoingtotellmy

daughterTrey?shejustfoundyouandalreadyshe

isaskingtoomanyquestion’saboutus“

Treylookeddownheneverthoughtthatfarallalong

hedidwhathehadtodobecausehewasforcedto

dosonowthereischildinvolvehischild,

consideringseparationwithSlibroughtfearofthe

unknown.HowwillthisaffecthisPrincess,Will

shesliptoemotionaldepression?Willshehate

himforputtingherthroughthismess?Isthisgoing

toscareheroffmarriageandcommitmentforthe

restofherlife?Willthewomenhisarrangedto

marrybenicetowardshisprincess,heheldhis

head ,hewasnotsureabouteverything…buthe

rememberthevowhemadetohispeopletohis

family



him:“itaconditioninmylifethatIneedtouphold

“

sli:“whyTrey“

him:“itiswhatitisSilindili,Iwantedtotellyou

myselfthetruththenyouhearingfromsomeone

else,I'msorryok…butyoutheonethatleftme,

haveyoueveroncethoughtthatwhenyoucome

backIwouldnotbecryingoveryouorwaitingfor

you?Igotdutiestodoandkingdomtorun,Idon't

expectforyoutounderstandbutIwillappreciateif

isforyoustopblamingmeforaconditionIhaveno

controlover“

Sli:Treyyouarearrangedtomarryawomenyou

don'tlove…andyouexpectmetobehappyforyou

….YouknowverywellhowIfeelaboutyou…!!!“

ShewasshoutingandTreyhatedthat,theAlpha



insideofhimcommandsrespectandthiswhatshe

isdoingwaspissinghimoff

Him:I'minthesameroomasyouare,youwill

refrainraisingyouvoiceatmeuyezwa!!"

HisvoicewascommandingthatalonegotSliona

submissionmode

Him:asIwassaying..."shecuthimofandthat

angeredhimevenmore

Her:“didyouthinkofwhatthiswilldotoZee"

Him:“bullshitsilindilewhyyouusingmychildto

fightyoubattles!!!!“

Her:Sowhenyoucameheretotellmethiswhat



didyouexpect?formetobehappy…tosay

congratulation?“

him:hayboItoldneverraiseyourvoiceatme!!"he

roarer,slilookeddowninabletocontrolhertears,

Treylookedather,hewasangrybutsomehowIt

killedhim toseeSlicryinglikethisshewasbroken

tonoextentalltheyearshehasknowslishehas

watchherputonacoatofstrength,sliwasmore

likeaneggsinhiseyestoughontheoutsidebut

softontheinside.Initially,sheseemrather

unapproachableandcold,butasyougettoknow

her,youdiscoverthatshehasawarmsidetoo.Trey

understoodthis,Slimaystandinfrontofmillions

andmotivateandhealothersbutherownwounds

andbruisesarebleedingoutandnotattended,its

truethatPeoplewhoareoutwardlytoughareeasily

mistakenasrocks.Theyarerespectedfortheir

strengthandconfidence,buthonestfactisthat

theremastersofthedisguiseoftheretruepain



Him:“imsorryok…myintentionwasnottohurt

you,buttocomecleantoyou,asamotherofmy

childiknowthesacrificeyoumadeformeandfor

Zithelo,youputyoulifeonholdandIhatethatim

thecauseofthat…IwishIcantellyouthatthisisa

baddreamyouwillwakeupfrom,butrealityisthat

…thistimetomorrowIneedtobewithmywife…“

Slifeltdefeatedasshesankonthebed,shehadno

fightinher,Treymadehiswayandsetnexttoher,

partingwiththeonlywomenwhoeverheldhisheart

wasthemostdifficultthinghehastodo

him:WhatI’mtryingtosayisthatjustbecause

someonegetsmarrieddoesn’tmeantheymarried

theloveoftheirlife.Youwillalwaysbethetrue

loveofmylife,What’smostimportantisthatyou

don’tallowittomakeyoufeelbadaboutyourself,

orpreventyoufromfindinghappinessYour

perceptionisyourreality…pleaseSlidon’tletme

holdyouback"



AsTreyranhishandsonhisface,hefelttherush

toholdherandsohedidpullherforahug,

SlslidedownofthebedandstoodinfrontofTreyif

thisisthelasttimehegoingtobewithhimasa

singlemanshemightaswellmakeitmemorable,

Her:whataboutmeTrey...ngenzenjani?"he

stoppedandlookedather,shewasinbetweenhis

legs,sheliftedhertopandtookitoff

Trey:sli...Please"_hiseyesweremeetwithher

lacywhitebra,

Heswallowedheknewthathecouldnotstopthe

edgeinsideofhim

him:I'mreallysorry"hesaidandhepulledher



close sheplacedherforeheadonhisthereeyes

locked,theylipstouched,sheheldherbreathas

shefeltthewormofhistouchonherbody…

.

.

[notnarrated]

Sli***

Nothingelseintheworldmatteredthenformeto

beinhisarmsagain,callmestupid,callmenaïve,

hornybitchyIdon’tcare,Ihavelongedtobewith

himforyears,Idreamtabouthimgivingme

multipleorgasm,andrightnowIwanttoholdhim

feelhimjustforthelasttime,



Myheartfeltlikeitwouldjumpoutofmychest.

WhenheliftedmeupMysoulfelttoobigformy

skin.

Helaymedownonthebed,andIgrabbedhischest.

Holdinghimwaslikeridingabike.Itwasasif

nothinghadchanged,asifthelastfewyearswe

spentseparateddidn'texist

Theintensityofourtogetherness,thenandthere,

wasenoughtomakeupforalllosttime.

Themomentourlipslockedfeltlikeourfirstkiss,

hetastedsogood–Myalluringforbiddenfruitful

tasteofhislips,Asucculentandsweettastethat

Lieswithinthosesoftlips

ButstillwhymustIdistancemyselftohim?,must

idistancemyselftothisIdon’tthinkIcanhisgoing

downonmehemakingmetouchalltheplanetsin

theuniverseIcan'tholditIscreamhisnameIpush



hisheaddeepinbetweenmylegs,thisfeelingI

haverightnow

itsbeyondmygraspitssoalluring,forbiddenbut

yetsoaddictive,NomatterhowhardIfightit,I

splashmyjuiceshesuckmedryandmakeme

tastemyselfinhislips,hislipssoforevertender

andsweet,FromtheveryfirsttasteofThatfirst

stolenkissIbecameaddicted.Thisfeelingwas

followedbyfirsttouchinmymostdelicateplacesI

don'tknowifhistoobighecannotfeetIflinch,he

cradlemeunderhisarmsheplantedbiteonmy

neckasthegrowledlikeabullonmyearandIlet

outamoanasmywallsstretchtoaccommodate

him

Him:“youwaited“

Ibitemylipandnodded,hiseyeswebarelyvisible,

hisvoicehuskyandwaytoodeep,Everymusclein

mybodyeasedintorepose.Everyinchofhim

surrenderedtothevulnerabilityinsideofme.



Memories,mostlygood,floodedmymindwithhis

everythrust–

ItwaslikeamelodyIsangonmyconsciousmind

cryinginsideashe

thrustin,~~~~it’sbeensolong~~~,

thrustout,~~~you’llhavetogosoon~~~

thrustin~~~,Irememberwhatyourlovefelt

like~~~~

Thrustout,~~~wait,comeback,pleasedonotgoI

needmoreofyou~~

Touchinghimfeltlikepurepoison.Iknewhewas

eventuallygoingtoleave,butallIwantedtodowas



makeourmomentslast.Hewastheillicitlove,andI

thenaivewanderer,willingtodoanythingjusttoget

myhandsonhimbeforehebecamesomebodyelse

property,thiswasmydreamtobeinhisarms

Wespenttherestofthenightholdingeachother

tossingmeontop,himontop,ontheflooronthe

showeritwasexplosive...

Iwokeupwithtearsinmyeyes,unabletocontain

mylongingforhim.Hissideofthebedwaswarm,

hisColognelingered,IfeltemptierthanI'veever

feltbefore,Ithoughtbeingwithhimwouldreignite

somethinginme.Ithoughtfoolingaroundwithmy

pastwouldhelpcatapultmeforwardintothefuture.

..whatfuturedoIhavewithouthim

.

.

youknowwhattodo...



Chapter9

.

unedited-croptop

Trey**"

Istoodontheshowerandwaterwashedoverme.I

wasatSbuandPam’shousehereinDurbanI'mnot

sureifIfeelshameorwhat?Ijustspendthenight

withmybabymama,Inotonlyjustsleptwithher

onceortwiceIspendthewholenightwithherto

topitupontheeveofmybloodyengagementparty,

damitTreyyouarefuckinmarriedmanwhatreally

comeoveryou?Iaskmyself,YesIloveSlino

doubtbutIfeellikeItookadvantageofher....of

thesituationinfact...wassexnecessary?Jesus

butImustadmit

AfterallthatwassaidanddoneIjustfondthere's

nothingsexierthanwhatyoucan'thave,sowhensli

initiatedbreakupsexIobliged.It'ssupposedtobe

thebestsex,right?Besidesthedamageisalready



done,sowhat'stheharm?Iclosedthetapand

lookedatmyselfinthemirror

"itwasjustbreakupsexTreythisthingshappens

getoverit"Iconvincedmyself,Iwalkedoutofthe

bathroom ,timewasnotonmysideandIwas

ignoringcallsfrommygrandmother,Austinand

Mbali…nottomentionmama,shittheyallwaiting

formeattheBhenguhomesteadandI’mhere

cleaningtheguiltandshameofsleepingwithmy

babymama,Iquicklydressedupandtookmycar

keysandphoneandrushedout,Iturnedmusicon

butfuckmythoughtsweresoloud,IfeltlikeIwas

possessed,everytimeIclosedmyeyesIsawSli

facebitingherlip,herMouthslightlyopen,her

lustfullookshemadewhenIgodeeponher,

“getoutofmyhead“Ibangedthesteeringwheel

“shewastormentingmenodoubtIrecalled

lookingatherforthelasttimebeforeIlefttheroom

withnogoodbyenoteofgoodbyekiss,allIcould

seewaspaininherheart,sheisthepersonwith

lesspowerinthisbreakupsheisheartbrokenand

reallywantstogetbacktogether,whiletheiwith



morepowerdoesn’t...IcanbutIjustcan'tyessex

wasablissbutIfeelshameandguilt,Sliisthe

motherofmybabynotpieceofmeatthatIcan

snackon,shemeansmoretomethanthat

"Fuck"Icursedoutloud,Romanticrelationships

areessentiallyaddictive…sowhenanattachmentis

severed,thenaturalreactionisoneofwithdrawal,

obsession,craving,andpainwhydidIhavet

complicatethiswithsex

Me:damitSli..."_

Iwassosureandalsotoldmyselfthatiwillnever

cheatonmywifenowomendeservesuchheart

arch,butfuckthisbreakupsexjustconfusemei

gotmixfeelingsnow,I'mnotsureifihavestarted

tofeelloved-upagainorjustrememberhowgood

shewasinbedandsuddenlythereasonsfor

breakingupdon'tseemtomakequitesomuch

senseanymorebutWhetheridecidetogetback

togetherwithherorjustendupinthathorrible



“we'reexeswhoarestillhunguponeachotherbut

arestillhavingsex"areawhichipraynottobelike

thatoohGodpleaseIjusthavetotrynottogetinto

that...stuckinthatloved-upglowfeveritsnot

worthitorhealthy,myphoneconnectedto

bluetoothalmostmakingmepeemyself

"ukuphi?"

IbreathoutlouditwasonlyZoe

"aah..."

"comeonTreyuGogoisexplainingwhythegroom

isabsentkuzibizozomkakhe...Iknowthisisnotan

idealsituationforyoubutmfethuthinkaboutthis

girlyouhumiliating"

Me:I'monmywayZoe,Ijusthadaflattire"

"ohbrotherpleasejustgetherenow"

ShedroppedthecallandIspeedoffshitwaytogo

Treyyoujustmadeyourselfanasstoyourin-law.

Twoandhalfhourslate….



"finallyyoumadeit"

Ishookmyheadfixedmyshirt,

Me:howdoIlook"

Mbali:likeyousomeone'shusband

Austin:thispeoplemadeusdoZuludance"

Me:yougaveherhermoneyright?"

Mbali:dudedidyouhearwhatwejustsaidwe

freakindanceinfrontofacrowdandweTrending

now"IinwardlyrolledmyeyesatMbali,I'mso

nervuresImeanI'llbemeetingmywifeforthefirst

time,traditionsayswemuststandoutsidetill"

amaqhikiza“getsus

Me:Ihopeshelikesherdress"

Austin:sheisbeautifulbro...grandmagottaste,

trustmeevenifsherocksoutofherewithasack

onshewillstillbegorgeous“

Mbali:Istillthinksheplaysformyteam"

Me:what?..."_



Austin:shegotthistwistedthingonherheadthat

princessisastud"

Ichuckled...AndaskedaboutkokotheytoldMe

thatsheinthetentwiththeVIPguestshewith

Mama,Ibreathoutloud

Austin:looksliketheredonehandingoutgift“

Me:“what?“

MbalipointedandIsawcommotiononthe

entrance,myheartwasbeatingonmythroat

Me:“Iwishyouarehere“

Her:“Iknowbaby,IjustpraytogetbettersoIcan

seethatgemyoumarrying“

me:“whotoldyoushebeautiful?“

Her:“kokocouldnotstopbragging“

Ilaughed,IwaschattingtoPamwhowaspissed

thatshecouldnotcome,shewasnotfittofly,she

hasbeenverysickthisdayandDrrecommended

bedrestforher,IlookedupwhenIheardsinging

fromgirl



Me:wow“

Austin:Iguessthisisaninviteinside"

Mbali:abouttimeI'mstarving

.

.

Sbahle***

myfamilyhavemadethisanormtodothings

behindmyback,hereIwasallhappyandfree

thinkingthatit'smybigdaymybirthday/Memulo

Anddukuduku...mom

camelikeatornadotomytable“Gohideatthe

rondavelSbahleyourin-lawbaletheizibizo“...I

wasshockedandangrywhywasInottoldabout

this

Ma:lookatyourfacenowandaskmewhyInever

toldyou"

“butangikadlima“

Her:justGosibahle!“

Ifeltlikescreaming,sohereIwasinmyroom



beingtoldthattodaywasgoingtobemymemulo

infusedwithizibizoceremonywhichmeansthat

Groomspeoplewillneedtoawardmyfamilywith

gifts,andIneedtodoumbondoinadaystime

fromnow,whichismoreorlessthesamething

issuegiftsandgrocerytomyin-lawsnotasifthey

needitfromwhatIpickupmy,in-lawsareloaded…

wejustfollowingcultureandcustomsnje

Didy:“lookslikeyouhavingasummerwedding“

OhIforgottoinformyouthatthewhiteand

traditionalweddingisinmidDecember,amI

happyaboutfindingaboutallofthistodayasinfew

hoursagoohhellno!onthedayofmyMemulooh

hellno!,itlikemyfamilyisdeliberatelypissingme

off.

Nwabisa:“getoffthewindow,yourin–lawsare

cominghere“

IwasjustwrappedonmybathrobeandIwastired

mindyouineversleptforthepastfewdays

twobeautifulwomenwalkedingreetedus

“ninjani…“askedtheonewithnitafro,shehas



curvesfordaysanddimpleswowbeautiful,we

greetedthemback

“wesisterofyourHusbandandweweresentto

dressyouup…“wellittraditionthatGroomcomes

withgiftandmyoutfittheymustdressmeupfrom

headtotoeandjudgingfromthebagstheycame

withtheyhadeverything,Ipickedupthatthegirl

withafrohernameisVeliandtheotherwithPink

haircolouredisNokuzola,buttheycalledherZoe,

herpersonalitywaswelcomingandshelovesjoking

andlaughing

Theycalledinagirltodomymakeupandnails,

whiletheysetandchatwithme,theywerepretty

friendly,Zoelovesherchampagnebecausethe

glassdidnotleaveherhand

andIgottounderstandthefamilyI’mmarriedinto,

itslocatedintheNgonyamavillagebasedinwest

partofSwaziland,myhusbandtobeiskinghis

nameisMveloTrevorMnguni,lawyerby

profession,CEOofhislawfirmandothermajor



companies,includinghotels,malls,farms…

Zoe:“sowhatyouwanttostudy?“

Ihavenotthoughtthatfar,allIknowisthatI’m

goodwithnumbers

Didy:“sheisnotafraidtospeakhermindandvery

goodjudgeofcorrectorsoIthinkbeingaJudge

willbegreatcareerpathforher“

Ilookedatherthisgirlnevershutup

Veli:“wellIlikehowyouthinkDudu,itwillbe

greatworkinghandinhandwithNgonyama“that

thenametheycallmyhusbandikindalikeittoo,it

carriessomuchpower

Zoe:“truerunningthekingdomandempire..good

thinking“theyhighfivewithDidyIjustlaughed

Theladywhowasdoingmymakeup,shepacked

uptheythingsandsmiledasshelookedatme,I

finallyhadtoputonmyattireitwasnothingFancy

justtraditionalSwatiprintLongumbrellaskirt,white

bobtubeeleganttopwithpearlsdetails,Ialsohad



thisbigovertheshoulderbeads,aheadscarfthat

matchtheskirtandamatchingclothtoputovermy

shoulders,thedominantcolourwasred

"I'mnotwearingthat"Ipointedatredhighheels

thatZoetriedtoputonmyfeet,

SheGiggled

Zoe:“ItoldyouVelithatshewillnotwearthis

shoes“

Theylaughed

Zoe:“Ihopeyoudon’tmindwearingtakkies“I

smiledwhenIsawwhiteallstarchucktaylor

Zoe:Iloveyouink...Whatdoesitmean?“shewas

referringtomytattoo

Me:itsmylatefathername,"

Shenodded

Me:andyour‘s"shehadbigtattooofangelwings

onherback,itwasoneofmannythatshehad,she

saidinkpaintingistherapeutictoher,youseei'm

notalonegotpeoplewhothinklikeme



Her:itsrepresentmybabygirl,lostherbeforeI

couldholdher"

Me:imsorry"

Her:itOK...umuhle"

Ilookeddown"thankyou"

Weheardgirlssinging

Zoe:wowrightonqueuewedone

Veli:it'sabouttime...Comeit'stimetomeetyou

hubby"

Didy:“oohmyGodisthathim?“

IsuddenlyfeltmykneesshakingohGodNo!

.

.

Guyswehavenotevenreachchapter10butteams

aresplitinto2

#teamSbahle

#teamSli

Welllet'skeeptheconvogoing,itssofunreading



yourcomments,youmakemydayfam…don’t

forgettolike/comment

chapter10

.

unedited

Sibahle***

Iwalkedoutlookingdownandeveryonewas

creamingmyname,womenululate,Manpraising

mewithmyclanname,Izintombisinging

“Woyisholowena!Woyisholowena!

(Ukuthiwhyubuntombiungasenabo!)

Baphiomamabey'ntombiiy'ntombima_Africa!

Khuzanikhuzaniolafaelakithisil'bhekile!



Baphiomamabey'ntombiiy'ntombima_Africa!

Wololowololowololowentombiolafaelakini

lik'bhekile!

Woy'sholowenawoyisholowenaukuthiwhy

ubuntombiungasenabo!!

Uyoy'sholowena!

Inkomokababawenaengabewayiqhuba

washonisangaphi!

Engabeway'qhubaliphumailangaengabe

way'qhubalishon'ilanga!

Uyoy'sholowena!

Inkomokababawenaway'qhubaway'shonisa

ngaphi!

Engabeway'qhubeleempumalanganoma

way'qhubel'entshonalanga!

Uyoy'sholowena!Igezileyathitshiloizofikiinganono!

“

Myearswerebuzzing,myheartbeatingoutofmy



mouth,thiswalkwasverylong,myKneeswere

shaking

Zoe:“breathsisi“

Didy:“youcrushingmyhandgirl“

DidIlistennoIwaspanickingIthoughtaboutwhat

I’mforcedintoo,Marriageat18th?,Ihaven’t

enjoyedlifeIhaven’tseentheworld,whatgoingto

happenedtome,whatifthismanabusemeor

treatmelikehowmyuncletreatmymother,Ifelt

awaveofangernothisrightherewasfear,Iwas

notthesmartbravegirlIwasterrifiedgirlwho

wisedshewasgiventimetogrow,brakefewheart,

learnfromfewmistakebeforeexpectedtogrowup

tosoontobeawife…aQueen,Iwantedtorun

wayIwantedtoescape,thenoisewastoomuch,

theyreallygivingmeaway,ohhowIwishmyfather

wasstillalive,atthisinstantIhatedeveryonewho

calledthemselvesmyfamilynobodystoodupor



foughtformeeverybodythoughtthatthiswasa

goodarrangementanditwillbenefitthetwo

families,Imustbegratefulthatmyunclehas

negotiatedwithagoodwealthyfamily.Idonot

thinkmyfeelingswereconcededonthismarriage

arrangementatall.

Zoe:“comeseatdownlove“

TherewasgrassmatonthefloorIsetdowndid

notliftmyhead,therewaslotofmovementin

frontofme,differentshoeswastheonlythingI

couldsee,Icouldhearcameraflicking,veliwas

talkingandshewasplacingthingsinfrondofme,

designercloths,boxesofshoes,bags,jewellery

therewasblanketputovermyshoulders,another

placedonmylegs,Iwassuffocation…women

werebusywithululating,onlyfaceIwishtosee

wasmymothersrightnow,thesingingstarted

again,I’mguessingtheredone,itwastonoisybut

thatdidnotstopmefromhearingmyheart



thumpingonmytrout,Iwasstillleftwithamini

blanketovermyshoulderwhileourservantstook

mygiftsfromthefloortobehonestthegiftgiving

wasableartomeIsawlotofthingsbeingplaced

infrontofmebutmyearsandeyeswerenotthere,

whichdidnotslightlysurprisemebecausewith

arrangedmarriagesyouneverhaveafairytale

wadding,youdonotplanyoudonothavean

opinion,everythingisnotillustratedbutplannedfor

you

mybodywastherebutmyheadwasmilesawayit

wasjustanightmare.theycallitanengagement

partybuttomeitfeltlikemyfuneralIsatona

grassmatforhoursfacingdown,becausewith

zulucultureitsnotappropriatetolookatyourin

lawsintheeyes,mostofmycloserelativesandin-

lawsKeptadmiringmybeautyandhowI’m going

tobetheperfect“MAKOTI“theysaid,Ijustsmiled

astheykneeleddownandwhisperedinmyear.



IcouldhearmyUnclelaughinglikeaclown,IwishI

couldstandupfromthismatandtakeoffthisdoke

andruntohimandstabhim ,whileIwaslostin

thoughtinaplotonhowtokillmyfather

Ifeltalonetearescape,shitjustgotrealI’m

officiallyaMnguniwife.

Iwasbroughtbacktorealitybytherecheerthat

shooktheroom,raisingmyheadwillbeconceded

disrespectsoIlookedatthefloor,Icouldfeelthat

mylegswerenumbnow,Ihavebeensittinginthe

samepositionforalmostanhournow

Nwabisa:”doyouwantstretchyourlegs“

Shewasseatingnexttome,Iguessshesawhow

uncomfortableIwas



Me:“please…“

Her:“asambe“shestoodup

Me:“Ithinkmylegsareasleepnow“

Shegiggledandhelpedmetogetup,Islowly

limpedawayfromtheeyethatwerelookingatme,

andtheirritatingcamerasnapping,theminuteI

wasintherondavelIbreathoutloud,

Her:“Iknewthatyouwerestrugglingtobreath,sit

righthereIwillgetyoufood“

Me:isthatevenallowed?“

Her:“Idon’tcare…youwereuncomfortableback



therebesides,thegiftofferingceremonyisoverso

youmycuzyouplayedyourpart“

Me:“thankyou“Iwasabouttotakemyblanket

off

Shestoppedbythedoor“makesurethatyoucover

yourselfupifsomeonenocksorcomeinespecially

yourin-laws…“

Me:“really“

Her:“itsymbolofyoubeingayoungwife…“I

huffedasshewalkedout.

LateronIwasrestingonthebedwithaplateof

foodonmyhandeating,Nwabisawasrubbingmy

legs,Duduwasbusytellingushowgoodshelooks

onallofthepictaken,anothergirlwaswithusand



shewasFriendsofDudushewastellingmehow

beautifulmyHusbandis,Ibrushthatthoughtoff

Dudu:“yamganaiyoMzalamuhleminaIthinkthe

whiteguyhasathingforme…imaginegetting

marriedtoawhiteguy“

OknowimshockeddidmysnobcousinspeakZulu

rightnow

Nwabisa:“yohnikhulumaumagebauma

senikhulumangamadoda“

Dudu:“aysuka…youtwoaretaken,someofuswe

stillneedtoshowfacetogetinkomozababa”

Ilaughed



“mmmmgirlheishot“shewassoirritatingwith

this,Iwastotiredtopayanyattentiontoherloud

mouthssoIpretendedtonothearathing,

IwasabouttodoseoffthewayIwassotired,

whenweheardanockonthedoor

Nwabisa:“Sukuma..“

Weallscrambledup,Dudutookmyplate,Iquickly

jumpeddown,tookmyblanketcoveredmy

shoulderslookeddown

“SanibonaniZintombi“shegreeted

“yeboma“thegirlsanswered



“MayIhaveawordwithSibahleplease“she

asked,Ibreathoutloudatleastitnotmyarranged

marriedtobehubbyIdidnotlookupbutI

responded,sherequestedinfactshecommanded

thegirlsintheroomtostepout.

“yebomama”theysaidandwalkedout,nervesare

killingmerightnowshewaswearingalongskitred

andblacksortofaxhosaattirewithblackstiletto

hills,shesoundedverypolitewell,manneredand

hervoicewassoft,shetoldMesheisMakhumalo

andsheishappytofinallymeetme,sheadvised

methatmyhusbandtobewillcomeintoseeme

Her:“ngiyabuyangisayomulanda“Iheardher

clickingsoundofherheelsasshewalkedout,I

liftedmyheadtocheckthecoastifitwasclear,yep

shewasgone,Idecidedtochangemyseating



positionbecauseIcouldfeelmylegfallingasleep

onme,Iliftedthisheavyblanketawayfrommy

shoulders,IstoodupandaftersomeminutewhenI

realizedthatthissocalledhusbandtobeisnot

comingin,Iwenttothewindowtotakeapickon

whatwashappeningoutsideitwasstillbuzzingas

ifit’stheactualwedding.

IcouldnotbelievemyeyeswhenIsawhim,I

noticedhimbecausetheMakhumaloladypulled

himasidefromthecrowdtotalktohim,hewas

wearingashirtthathadthesameSwatiprintsas

myskits,whitepants,hewastall,lookedcoloured

,hadlongdreadlocks,hewasbuffedupshowed

thathisfriendswiththegym,pinklips,sharp

nose,hehadastraightlookandonlysidesmile,he

wasintimidatingnodoubt,ohhGod…hewas

handsomeshameImustadmit,helookedyoung

maybeinhisearly20ths,IstartedcryingIwishI

couldrunawayandnevercomebackfromhome…I

wasnotreadyforthisnotnownoteverthisguy

terrifiedme ,Inoticedthathewaswalkingtowards



myroomIquicklyjumpedbacktomymatcovered

myselfandsobbedinsilence.Icouldfeelhis

presenceashecameclosed

“aaahhi“hisvoicealonemadethehairontheback

ofmyneckstand,itwasboldanddeep ,Itriedto

findwordstosaybuttherefailedmesoIdecidedto

nod

Him:zimbulegikubone(revealyourselfsoIcan

seeyou)

IwasveryreluctanttodosobecauseI’msureby

nowmyeyesareredbecauseIwascrying,Islowly

liftedmyhead

Him:mynameisMvelo,andyouare?"

Isadinalmostawhisper,



Me:I’mSibahle…“Istoppedmyselffor

continuing,IdidnotknowifIshouldadd“im

SibahlebabaorI’mSibahleNgonyama“

Him:ok,itsnicetoomeetyou…youaretruly

beautiful“,myeyeswerestillfixedonhisshoesas

muchasmyheadwasliftedIwasamazedonhow

hisvoicefilledmyearlikethesoundofbasegutter,

hesmelledverygoodandIcouldnoticebythe

Italianshoeshehadonthathewasallaboutmoney

.therewassilenceintheroomforamoment,soI

decidedtotakepickathim,oureyesmet,holdup

hiseyes….idon’tknow,therearedifferentshades,

uniquecolourIhaveneverseensuchexoticlooking

eyes,thismanisohmygodIhatetoadmitit

HOT,heoozeconfidenceandwasthatasmilei

saw,hisskinsopolished,hebithisinnercheek

oohFatherGodthatsoHot,Iquicklylookedaway

Icouldnotbelievethatthismanhadgoodfutures,

hiseyeswerebigandhehadthickeyebrows,I

statedtoblushandIwishhecouldjustleaveImust



notfeellikethis,Ishouldnot…itsarrangedSbahle

Iconvincemyself.

Heclearedhistrough,ohshitIlookedathim,wasI

supposetodothat,ohGodIjustdisrespecteda

king

maybeIshouldapologize,Iknowhowtraditional

royalpeopleare.

Me:Imsorry“

Him:for?“hewasspeakingreallyclosetome,no

heisactuallycrouchedinfrontofme

Me:Iwasnotsupposetolookatyou.“

Him:howwillyouknowthepersonthatyou



marryingifyoudonotlookathim?“

WowIdidnotknowifhewasbeingsarcasticor

maybejustmakingafunnyremark,

Thatwasmyqueuetojustkeepquitebeforemy

mouthsayssomethingthatwillputmeinhot

waters,heclearedhistroughIfelthishandsonmy

chinasheliftedmyfacetolookhim,oureyes

locked,Ifeltmystomachdoingbackflips,Iheld

mybreaththankgodtomysmalleyesIcouldlook

downwithouthimnoticingthatI’mnotlookingat

him,

Him:youhaveeveryrighttobeafraidofchange,

Youmayfeelverysecureinthepondthatyouarein,

butifyouneverventureoutofit,youwillnever

knowthatthereissuchathingasanocean,asea.

AllIseeinyoureyesisapersonwhooverthink

everyexpectthatyouhaveencounted,Projecting

certainassumptionsintocertainsituationscanbe



disastrous,it’llleadyoutowardsdevelopinga

defensivefrontorcounter-attackingwhenno

concernmayevenbewarrantee,yourprettylittle

eyestellmethatyouareyourownworstenemy.

ThismaycomeasabitofashockandIhopeit

does.Butyouaremorepowerfulthanyoupossibly

realizeandyourpotentialislimitedbyonlyone

factor:"

Ifinallyfoundcouragetolookathim

Him:neverbeanenemytoyouself,noteveryone

isguningforyou"

Hestoodup

Him:“youhavesuchbeautifuleyes,andthereare

awindowtoyourpainjustlikeamermaidhasno

tears,andyetshesufferssomuchmore,buther

beautywillnotmakeusseeherfearsandpain”



Him:“nicetomeetyoumywife”hesaidtome,I

noddedandIfelthispresentsfadeashewalked

out,heleftmetherethinkingwhatjusthappened,

whothehelldidImerry,hejustsawthroughme,

mywallswereimmediatelyknockdown…what

justhappened?

.

.

.

....youknowwhattodo...
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Sli***

Igotupfromthebedchangedsheetsputonnew

linen,mademywaytomybathroomtooklongbath

,jumpedoutminuteslaterandwrappedtowel

aroundmybodyItookalookatmyselfinthemirror

andnoticethatTrevorhasleftatrailoflovebiteson

myneck,Ihadthismomentoftouchingmyself

andthinkingaboutyesterday’sevent,I

immediatelyhadachangeofmoodwhenIrealised

whattodayis,Iclickedmytongueandwalkedout

Ijumpedintomyskinnyjeanandloseshirt,

draggedmysleeperswithaloadoflaundryonmy

handIfoundNolaonthehighchairfixatedonher

tabwhenshesawmesheputthetabfacedown,

oohsheprobablylookingatTreypicofthe

ceremony

Me:unjani"

Her:hi..."Imademywaytothelaundryroom



dumpeverythingontheWashingmachinepoured

soapandtuneditonwhenIturnedaroundNola

wasbythedoor

Her:areyouOK.."

Me:mmmm,whereisZee"

Her:tookhertomkhululastnightbecauseher

father'scarwasstillondrivewaywhenwecame

backfromthemall,Ithoughtyoutwoneededmore

timetotalk"

Me:mmm'

Her:sliareyouOK..."

Me:yepimok…“Ifakedasmile

Itookanappleandwalkedout

Her:SilindileTreysleptoverlastnightandtoday

hisgettingmarriedIknowyounotokbabe"

Me:NolaI'mfine..."

Her:Sliyousleptwithhim ...Pleasetalktomehow

areyouhowareyoufeeling,letmeinSliwewalked

thisroadtogether"



Me:“NolastoppushingpleaseIdon’tfeellike

talkingaboutTrey“

Her:“forhowlongareyougoingtorun,hideyour

feeling,yourheartyouexperienceheartbreakand

Iwanttobethereforyou…sogetout“

Me:andsaywhat??thatyetagainanotherman

wasabletowalkovermeandleftmehighanddry!,

thatIwaitedforthisdaytocomeandhebasically

,fuckedmeandleftmeinmybed?whatmustI

saythatIwasstupidtofollowfateanddestinyjust

tobeservedwith“I’marrangedtomarrysomeone

else“…youknowwhatNolaIdon’tneedyoupity,

yourshouldertocryon,”youritoktocry”

bullshit…andthatlookofpityyougivingmenow“

Her:“it'snotpity…Itoldyourforyearstofindhim

andtellhimthetruthifonlyyoufoundhimearlier…

wewouldhavebeenspeakinganotherlanguage

now!!demitsliyoudon’tlisten

Me:“soitsmyfaultthathedumpedme?“

Shejustlookedatme

Me:“wownola…justwow!“



Her:“IknowyoulovehimSliandIstillthink

sleepingwithhimwaswrongmove…youcannot

haveclosureoflettinggoifyoujustbecome

intermitwithapersonyoulove“

Ilookedather,shewillneverunderstandIseeitin

hereyesthatshewantstotellmetomoveonNola

isfeministshebelievesthatwomendon'tneeda

mantobehappy,sheisrighttoacertainextent,

truthbetoldIdon’tneedTreytomakemehappy

butIneedhistocompleteme,

Me:“lookNolaasmuchasyouthinkyou

understandwhatI’mgoingtroughyoudon’t“

Her:sli“Ijustwalkeduptomyroom,onething

Nolahasneverexperiencedistolove ,she25

yearsoldbutshehasneverlovedorhaseverbeen

inrelationshipandshecannotgivemeadvisee

aboutmattersconcerningtheheart.

Youknowtolovewholeheartedlyitwillalways

raisesthequestionofhowdoyoumoveonwith

yourlifeafterlosingtheoneyoulove,theperson

youthoughtyoumightgrowoldwith?



Itdoesn’tmatterhowfamousImayberightnow

butiwillstillfeelthehurt,regret,anddespairat

seeingthepersonistilllovemarryandhave

childrenwithsomeoneelseit'sabitterpillto

swallow.Ihavebeenthroughmanyextremely

painfulthings.ManyButnothingwasaspainfulas

abrokenheart.Ifeltbeyondlost.

ButtodayIwasnotgoingtobreakdown,notin

frontofnoone,I'mgoodatputtingthisfacethat

I'mOKwhileI'mhurtinginside.Didthatwithmy

firstmarriageallowedamantowalkalloverme,

abusedmephysicallyandemotionalbutstepped

outofthehousethefollowingdaywithmakeupon

andsmiledtotheworldasifI'minhappilyeverafter

marriage,

IputonmykicksfixmyweavetoolmycarKeys

andphone

Me:I'llgogetZee“

NolabreathinandoutloudlyfeelingdefeatedasI

walkedout,thememoriesoftreyinsidemesoaked

mypantyliner,Ipressedmythighstogether,the



thoughtoflastnightlingersinmyhead,TreyIsthe

secondguyIeversleepwithevenmydeadhusband

neverfeedallmysexualdesireslikehowZeedad

did,drivingbecamedifficultthatIpackedasideand

heldmyface"dahmyouTrey"

Iwipedmytears,Isteppedoutsidemycar.Ihadto

thinkonwhatImustdo,GodknowsIcanleaveTrey

maybegotoanothercountryIhavedonethat

before,butnowIGotZeethegluebetweenmeand

himhowcanImoveonwhenhewillbeinmylife

forever.thisaloneinfuriatedmeabit,hiswifewill

beinthepicture,visitationrightwillapplyjoined

custody,mychildwillbebouncingfromcountyto

countrynostablelifebecauseherparentsare

separated.

thiswasneverthelifeIenvisionformychild,God

whyismyhappinessfeelsoborrowed…itlikeI’m

giventoonlyreturnitbackbecauseitwasnever

minetokeep

Thoseofuswhohavelovedandlostaretoldto

‘moveon’.Yes,wemustdojustthat,butittakes

timeandalotofhealing.Wearebroughtupwith



thebelief,andaretoldrepeatedly,thatthereisthe

onespecialpersonoutthereforus.Ifwebelievewe

hadfoundthemandthenlostthemwhatdoesthat

makeofalltheassurancesweweregiven,Alsowe

askwhatdoesthatsayaboutourselvesthatwe

couldn’tevenhangontotheonetrueloveinour

lives?

AfterspendinganhourinthemiddleofnowhereI

didthatlastbreakdownwailedasIfeltmyheart

breakinginmillionpieces,withthatlastbigcryi

realizethatthingsweren'tmeanttobewithTrey,

andit'llallbeOKeventuallyimayneverfullygeta

senseofclosureaboutwhyitendedlikethisand

whyIhadavisionsanddreamstellingmetohold

ontohim,butatleastihavesomeclarityatthis

point...Hismarried,happinessisnotforeveryoneI

guess

Ifinallystartmycaranddrovetonearestchemist

"myIgetamorningafterpill"

OhyesI'mnotrepeatinganotherZeesituationnot

thistimearoundIlearnedmylesson,aftertaking



mydoseItookadrivetothebeachandsetonthe

benchandlookedatthewaves,I'mtemptedto

checkTreysocialmediabutthatalonewilldrive

mecrazy,itstimeIputmybiggirlpanty’sonand

leakmywounds.

.

.

Trey***

Weweretootiredtoflybackhomesowebook

guesthousenotfarfromtheBhenguhomestead,

welefttheBhenguhouseverylateandIwashappy

tofinallyputafacetomywife,sheisbeautifulI

mustsay,herthickpoutedlips,smallchinese

eyeshighcheekbones,Shelookslikeasweetlittle

lambfromafar,butwhenyougetclose,youfindout

sheskinnedandatethedamnthingjusttouseitas

acoat.She’sabeast,feisty,fearlessanddoesnot

breakeasily,shethemosttoughestcookieIhave

everseen,she’svivacious,standhergroundshe

mayfindhardtolookmeintheyesasasignof

respectbutIseethedriveandambitioninher,Fear



playedahugepartinherlifeshecarriestomuch

sorrowofherpastandalsoofhercurrentsituation,

shehasbeencagedforyearsthatsheforgother

truepotential,herwingsarecolourfulasher

personalitybutshefearstheunknown,amIinlove

withher?nofam,buti'mintrigued,shenopush

overandthatalonemakesmewanttostepupto

thechallengeshewillbring.

Lookingather,sheremindsmesomuchofmy

sistershelooksdownlikeasnakebutwhenshe

riseshewillstrikeanditwillhurtIshookmyhead

andlaughed.

IkeptholdingontomycanofbeerIcouldnotdrink

,i'mstilltryingtocalmdownfromthehighandlow

ofbeinganofficialmarriedmanandI’mhappyto

saythattheceremonywasbeautiful,Ilookedatmy

loudfriendsandsmiled,Zoe,AustinandMbali

weredrinkingtothemthiswasanotherpartytoget

sloshedandfoolaround,buttomethiswasmylife

changingday…

Isteppedoutoftheroomtothinkbutfoundkoko

sittingonthebalconyfanningherself



Her:kuyashisakulendawoandnanininomusindo"

itwasclosetomidnight

Thestarswereclearbuttheweathermadeitfeel

likethereissunupinthesky,KZNisverywarm

especiallyinsummer,nightsfeellikedaysaswell

Me;thereisanair-conditioninginside"

Her;_hayisukaIratherenjoythisbreeze"

Inodded

Her:thankyoumyson"_

Ilookedather

her:Iknowgettingmarriedat22yearswasnot

partofyourplan"

Me:“orbeingaking“shelaughedandcontinued

tofenherself

her:youknowineverchoseherforyou“

me:“what?…Idon’tunderstand“

her:youtwowerearrangedtomarrywhileshe

wasstillafetusinhermotherwomb"



Me:what?“

"whenthewarstartedandwelosteveryone,Iran

tothecavesbutKhwezilocatedmeandIranagain,

theonlywaytosurvivewastoexiledfromhomeso

Iransouth,shedidnotstophuntingmedown,she

wantedmedeadbecauseIwastheonlyperson

whohasseenthevisionofthenewkingdomwhere

youwillrule…theprophecywassaidlongtimeago

aboutyouandthedeathofroyalbloodbutnoone

believedthatawomenwillspilltheroyalblood

leavingnoonetosurvive“

Ilookedather,KOKOhatestalkingaboutthepast

shesaidthatittoopainfulforhertoreplayitinher

head,shesaidthatshehasseepeoplegetkilledin

themostcruelmanner,shehatesthatshe

survivedtotellthetaleofwhathappenedtoour

family.

Her:weeksturnedmonthsinhidingandrunning,I

hadnofood,noclothesandnothingtodrink,I

scavengedeatinganythingthatmovedtokeepmy

strength,bythenIhadnocluethatKnosiyesizwe

survivedornotallIknewisthateverywhitelion



thatroamedthelandwasshortdead,IhadnooneI

wasalone,Ihide…ran…hide…rantillonedayIjust

gaveupIwasinforeignlandsandIwasstarving

haven’teatenfordaysandIcouldnotkeepmyeyes

openIremembertryingtogetupbutitwasa

missionandlightwentdarkforme,Iwokeuponan

unfamiliarsurroundingbutthewarmsmileof

NontombireassuremethatI'msafe,Istayedfor

twoyearswiththemandtheyweregoodpeople

andIfeltlikeIbelonged,buttheMngunifallen

kingscametomeinadreamandtoldmetoreturn

home,asQueenitwasmydutiestogobackhome

tomypeople,leavingthisplacewashardbecause

Ihadnocluewhatawaitmebackhome,whenI

huggedNontombionmydayofdepartureIfeltand

senseasoulinsideofher,butshealsohaddark

cloudoverherandtheunbornbaby“

Me:“no!kokouthini?“

Shenodded

BhekumuziBhengurescuedme,hidemeinhis

homeforyears,hewaskingandheknewabout

theMassacreoftheInnocentsthatwashappening



inthefarEastinourland,hetoldmethathehada

dreamaboutmeandhimfindingmewasnotbuy

luck,buttheBhenguancestorsleadhimtowhereI

was“

IwaslostIfeltlikemykneeswereshaking,

Her:BeforeIleftHetoldmewhensheturns18I

mustcomeandgethershetheonlyleavingroyal

bloodthatcarriesthestrengthoftheOshun“

Me:“oohGOD!…sheisoneofgogoNdoni’s

descended..“

Her:herdestinylaysinmyhandIdidn'tknowwhat

hemeantaboutthattillyoucamebackhomeand

thedreamsstarted,"

Me:sotheBhenguhelpyou"

Shenodded

Her:notonlymebutyouandyoursister,spiritually

I’m connectwithyou,ifkhwezicapturedmeshe

wasgoingconjuredmyspirittolocateyou,you

wouldhavediedwithoutfulfillingyourpurpose...

Youarethelastdescendentofthelionblood...and



youneedSibahlesheisthelastleavingriverorisha,

orgoddess,yourbloodandherswillneedtoinfuse

againlikeNdoniandSomdalidid“

Inodded

Her:IknowyouloveSli..Sheisthemotherofyour

childbutwillneversurvivethelionthrone..."

Me:butshealsosaidsomethingaboutdestinythat

keptherawayfrommeitwassupposedtobefour

yearsbuthergrandfatherforcedhercome"

Shestoodupandlookedatme

Her:bloodmoonwillriseagaininamonthstimes,

rememberwhatthefallenkingstoldyouaboutthe

moon?"

Me:"bloodmoonmeanshuvesttimewhenkingis

born“

Sheshookherhead“notthat…whatelse“

Me:bloodmoonwillbringpurity,fertility,love,and

sensualityforakingtobeborn"

Ilookedatherandpoppedmyeyes



Her:mmmmlookslikedestinyisbrokenandnot

fulfilled,thatwhyamatecanneverseatinthe

throne,trustmeIknowIwasneverachosenone

butyourgrandfather'mate…thethroneisto

powerfulformetohandlethatwhyIalmostdied...

itwasnevermyplace“

Me:“kokoareyoutryingtosay“

Her:OMngunibanolakaMvelo...It'stimeyou

understoodtheimportanceyeziyalozedloti…"

.

.

sorryforpostinglatebutihopeyouenjoy,i'm

workingonanotheronerightnowaspromised,lets

interact/likepageandsharepageZIHLOBO
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Sbahle***

SleepingwithZimwasmissionthisgirlkicksand



snores,yesmyfriendshoweduplastnightandI

wassohappy,wetalkedtilllateandtheyclicked

withDidy,Iwasdisappointedthatnonofmy

siblingscamebutohwelltheonlythingthatmade

usfamilywasdadIguesstothemI'mjustanother

longdistancerelative...

ApparentlybeingMvelofiancégotmetrending,I

hatethepubliceyeandnowIgotpeoplefollowing

meonsocialmediasomepeoplearehatingonme

somearejusttooniceandfake,Iguessthatmy

newlife.

Iwokeupearlybecauseofmysleepingconditions,

Ididmyhygieneprocessandmademywayoutof

thebedroom.ThehousewasquitethanksGod.I

wasnotlookingforwardinsmilingandgreeting,

theonlyGoodthingthatthismaneverdonewasto

buildhisotherhouseawayfrommyfathers,that

wherehespendmostofhistime.



IwastolazyandtiedtowatchTVsoIplayedmusic

andmyfatherJimyDludlucdstartedplaying,I

smiledtomyselfasIthoughtaboutthegoodtimei

hadwithmyfather,Iwasonthecouchgoing

troughmypicsatshameIlookedhotyesterday,i

stillcan'tbelieveitme.

ImusthavefallenasleepbecauseIfoundmyself

beinghitbyacoldbreeze,Irubbedmyshoulders,I

wasinmyfathersartgallery,Iwalkedaround

touchinghispaintingsadmiring,ustoppedwhen

sawonepaintingthatlookedlikeme,Ihadbraids

on myfacelookedsad,Mvelowasbehindmeand

hisbackwasfacingme,hewashuggingsomeone,

Icoldonlyseeherarmsandhands,Mvelobroad

shoulderswerehidingherface,thepaintingwas

darkandspokevolumes...Iranmyhandsonit,the

girlinthepicturelookedlikemebutwassosad

Him:sanalwami..."



Iturnedandlookedbehindme

Me:babaKaSbahle"

Him:youareawomennow,awife"

Me:I'mnotreadybabaI'msoscared"

Him:"improudoftheyoungwomenyouturnedout

tobe"

Istartedcrying

Him:itsOKbabyI'malwayswithyou..."

Me:hesoldmebabaungidayisileforhisriches

babaKaSbahle..."



Heheldmyface

Him:...Mnguniisgoodman...Hewaschosenfor

youtrusthimandstopthishateyouhaveovermy

brother,itsweighingdownonyou"

Me:kodwababa"

Heshookhishead

Him:don'tbeyourownenemyandcarryother

peoplesburdenliveforSbahlenow,uyinkosazane

yakaBhenguandsoontobeindlovukaziyaka

Mnguni"

Me:I'mscaredbaba"_



Him:becauseyouconfinedbythewallsyouhave

buildaroundyourself,MntanamiIunderstandand

trustme ittotallymakessensewhyyoudiditbut

it’snotalwaysworthit.Ifyouallowyourselftolet

looseandtrustyourselfandothers,you’llfindsome

ofthedeeperpartsofyourself."

Me:Idon'tknowhowtolovebabaKaSbahle"

Him:followyourheart,stoplisteningtoyour

stubbornhead..."

Ismiledandlookeddown

Him:I'mproudofyoumychildyouareso

blessed...onedayyouwillrealisethat...Iloveyou

somuch"

Me:ungahambingiyakucela"



Him:angiyindawo..."HepulledmeintoahugandI

feltsoworm,Iheardsomeonecallingmyname..."

SbahleMani"IopenedmyeyesitwasDidyshe

wasstandinginfrontofme

Me:yini?"

Her:justwakeupwillyou?"

Me:didyouhavetoscreamthatloudkodwa?"

Sherolledhereyesandpulledmebythehand,I

hatethatlook,sheisuptosomething

Shedraggedmeupthestirs,

Me:wherewegoing?



Her:Comeandsee"shetookmetothesecond

floorsheopenedthebalconyslidingdoor

westoodtheirandlookingoutside

Me:sowhatamIlookingatvele?"isawcars

parkedbytheroyalBnB,withfewguyssittingthere

"_:

Zim:jongamtasi,he’shere"shehadabowlof

foodinherhadthisgirlandfoodkodwa

Me:bani?"

zim:yourfuturebae"

Mymouthjustdropped,whatthefuckishedoing



here?

Didy:looksliketheydidnotleave,heissocute

lookathim?"

Me:uphi?Iseelotofpeople"

Didy:wellheissomewhereinthemix

SHegiggledandIplayfullyhither

Me:sowhysomanycars?whathappening?Are

theyhavingaparty"

zim :itslookslikeit'syouengagementafterparty

andheboughtthemostcutestguysever...Ooh

mtasiIsoloveyourightnow"



Shelaughed,.Ididnotfindthatamusingatall,how

couldshesaysuchathing,

Zim:hawukuthenisisi?whynowwiththatface?

Isatdown

Me:whydoIhavetomarrythatguy,whymeout

offalltheroyalgirlsinthiscountryhechoseme?"_

Didy:whynotyou,didyouseehowhotyouare,

youtoolooksogoodtogether,lalela...Stopthis

pitypartyyouplayingbecauseumguni

usekuthathile"

IlookedatherandwelaughedDudumightbevery

oddbutshealwaysmakesmelaughandmakefeel

superok,



Zim:soletsfreshenupandgotothemallandbuy

icecream"

Didy:asallasyoubuying"

Zim:moneyithitatakumidali"

Webustoutandlaughed

Me:whereisNwabisa?

Didy:idon’tknowbutshelefthercarmaybeuka

gogo"

IrolledmyeyesandIwenttotakeashowerwhile

DuduandZimstoodbythebalcony,thistwo

bayawathandaamadoda,theycan'tevensee

whosetherebutthereamusedbythefancycar’s



andhowgoodtheguyslooked"_

AfterItookashoweranlotionmyselfIgathered

mystrengthtodomyhairwellIgotlonghairbut

momdecideIputaweaveonitslongblackthick

andcurlyhavenocluewhattodowithit,Ijustletit

be,decidedtowearblackskirtwithslitontheside,

blackandwhitelongsleevetop,blackkicks,

iknewthegirlswilltakeforevertofinishsoIwent

tothekitchenandmademyselfasandwich..I

wantedtogetoutofherethehousewas

suffocatingmeandthishairwasirritating,Icould

notshakethedreamIheaditfeltsorealthepain

andhurt,IwonderifIwillloveMveloandhewill

turnaroundandbrakemyheartbybeingwith

anotherwomenordoeshehasanotherwomen

already,thefuckedupthingaboutarranged

marriageisthatthereisnotransparency...SoI

maybegettingmyselfintodramaandheartache

nje...Isigh



Dudu:OKasambe"

Me:yooyoulooktoofashionabletobeseenwith

meinpublic"shejustlookedatme

Zimshoweduptalkingtoherphoneandwhenshe

lookedatme

Zim:gotanemergencytoattendtoowilltalklater"_

shedroppedthecall

Zim:uqokeni?"

OhGodnotthisagain,

Me:I'mnotchangingalreadyI'mforcedtoweara

skirtbecausemyin-lawsarestillintownsozipit



nje"

Didy:sisiwamiilteachyoufewthingsabout

fashion

Ijustgaveheraboredlook

Didy:

1st–neverleavethehouselikeyougoingema”

simini“

2nd–neverwearclothesjusttocoveryourbody

3rd–youmustlearndressanmakeastatement–

usleyesisi!!!!!!!!!!!!!

Zim:yesgirl"theyhighfive



Me:Idon'tcareangilahliangicoshi...Besidesmy

husbanduseKhethilekhethile..."

Zim:Ifeelsorryforthismankodwa"

Wealllaughed

Me:canwegobeforeIchangemymind"

Iwenttoagarageandstartedthecar,thegirls

forcedmetoputshadesonbutIjustusedthemto

movemyhairfrommyface

Ilovemymomscar.Itbig,manly,blackandso

sexyitsalwaysapleasuretodrive,bmwX6SUVit

justmakesmelookandfeelpowerful.



Dudu:hawucomeongirlstopdoingthattoyour

hair"

Me:aishawumeduduiyashisalento,"Iwas

scratchingmyheadlikeamadwomenandthishair

wassoirritating,wedroveoffluckytheguardsdid

notgiveusanyhustle,theoldroyalhouseacross

theroadlookedliketheystillenjoyingleftoverfood

andboozefromyesterday,

Dudu:mtasiletstakeashotleftngakanxumalo

Me:noways"

Him:comeonSisijusttotakeapickkumaguys

alaphaya"

Me:guysI'mnotgoingbyNxumaloBnB...No!"



Zim:comeonfriend...Itscrowdedandnobodywill

noticeus"

Welliftheydon'tknowwhenIsaynoisnotoday

theywillknow,Idrovetothemall,Ilookingatmy

friendsallgrumpyandIjustlaughed,Ifinally

packedatthemall

Zim:uyabhorashameMgani"

Me:youpromisedmeicecreams"Ijumpedoutof

thecarwiththecarKeysIalmostfaintedwhenI

bumpedintosomeone...itachest....No...Notthat

smell...hiscologne

Canitbemyhusband...NoIlefthimbehind...I

wastonervoustoraisemyhead,shitdoIeven

lookdecenttobeinpublic?Oohcrapmyhadscarf

...AndthebloodyBlunkett...WhydidIleavethe

house,Icouldhearmyheartbeatnonoithis,heis



standingrightinfrontofme,Isteppedbacklooking

down,itsignofrespectright

maybejustmaybehewillnotmakeabigdealoutof

mybehavior,hishandswereonhispocket,he

waswarringblackjeans,blacktop,holduphis

walkingonfoot...IlookedupInoticedthatthiswas

notopbutmusclet-shirthishairwaslosethickand

fulloflifehesmiling,andIcouldseeatraceof

dimples,IlookedinhiseyesandIgotlostI'mnot

sureiftherehazelmixwithgreyandlightbrown

colourtheyhypnotizing,Ifeltdizzybylookingat

him,itwasnothelpingthathisthickeyebrowswith

eyelashesthatcouldcoveryoufromtherainwas

alsoonshow,hehadbigeyeslookedabitlazyto

openthemtoday,hissmilewidenandicouldsee

heavenohGodisthereanythingwrongwith

lomuntuhehasthemostbeautifulsmileiever

seenhisteethwhiteandhisdimplescomplimented

him.



Him:hi"

Me:hello

.

.

tolazytoeditguysaskisbutpromisedispromise-

hopeyouenjoy...

Chapter13

.

Mvelo/Trevor

Trey****

Ilookedonsocialmediaandnoticethatmysoonto

bewifegotfollowersnow,herlifeisgoingtobe

turnedupsidedown,somewerehatingonherand

somelovingherpicsofUmemuloceremony,she

gotbeautifulbodyImustadmit...Ilookedher



wearingisidwabaandlotofbeadsthatwas

supposetohideherbreastbuticouldtellshehad

perfectcups

Ismiledandlookedatherotherpicsyep

I'mkindofstokingherImustsayshe'stooboyish,

Ilikethatshedoesnotdothesmilethingthatgirls

dowhentheytakepictakenumerouspicsjustto

havethatperfectoneshewillpostmygirlheredoes

theopposite

shejustdoalotofcrazyandfunnyfacegotme

laughingtomyself,Inoticedthatshe'salsonotthat

muchofaphoneuserbecausesheishardlyonline

andnevertalks,...Itslikesheislivingundera

rock.Ilookathernumberagainandstopmyself

fromdialing,itwasalreadyaftermidnightandshe



gotmewishingtoherehervoice..

IjustwishIcouldjusthaveafewminute

conversationwithhersheistooshyandbelievesin

thelawsofourtradition,Iwishshecanbefree

aroundme,judgingfromthispicsiseeIcantell

she'sfunnyandabreathoffreshair,sheis

differentfromthegirlsIhavebeenwith,sheisa

beautifultomboyishkindofgirl,nowanderZoe

likeshershemoreofhertype.

I'meagertoknowheronpersonallevel.Idon't

knowwhensleepcamebutIwaswokenupbyloud

laughter

IkissedmypeacefulsleepgoodbyeasIwaitedfor

mydoortoopenandboom thedoorswungopen

andMenziandNkonzowalkedin,

Menzijumpedmeinmybedandhuggedmeisthis



guycrying?Forcryingoutloud?

Him:congratulationsmyboy.."

Me:whatareyouguysdoinghere"

Nkonzo:tolightacigarandsaycongratulationsfor

gettingthegirl"

Me:what"healsohuggedme

"don'tlightupacigartonewDad'sthemanjust

gotengagedallreadyyouforeseeababyinhislife

"Brightwalkedin,Idroppedmymouth,nowthat's

theguyIgottojumpandhug

Me:IthoughtyouinMiami"



"andmissthis....fuckMiami"hesaid,hiseven

tallerthenmenow

Menzi:Ican'tbelieveweracehere"

Nkonzo:andIworn...Ngicelaibhodlelalami"

Menzi:youbasicallycheatedyouridingabikeit

doesn'tcount'

Nkonzo:yousaidwhoevergetherelastizoncolisa

itafulabikeorcarsopayup""

Menzi:Brightyouheardthemansorry"

Bright:howdidyouexpectiraceguysyouforgot

thatiwasinwheelchairforyearbecauseofcar

accidenthowdoyouexpectIracewithoutfear"



Ilaughed,seeingsthisguysinoneroommademe

gratefulofthecompanythatikeepeventhoughI

knowMbaliisbehinditall,shesaiditinpassing

lastnightandlookslikeshemadeithappened

HonestfactIwasshockedandexcited,lasttime

wegatheredlikethiswasonmybirthdaylastyear

andwepartiedforamonth...AndthatGotmein

deepwaterswithmyUncleafter...

MbaliboughtbreakfastandtoldmethatAustin,

Gogoandmamaareattheroyalhousesomething

todowithameetingregardingtheceremonytobe

heldinfewdaystime,kokisaysitswaistofmoney

andwanttheBhengutoagreetoinfusethatwith

theroyalwedding,IhavenosayinthisstuffsoI

truestherandmama.

Menzi:sheishotbro"



TheywerelookingatSbahlepiconmyphone

Nkonzo:andlooksliketheMemulopicsareinthe

netnow...she'sgotfollowers"_

Bright:namiIwantanarrangedwifebro.Iwould

notmindwakingupnexttolipslikethatevery

morning"_

Menzi:youknowwhattheysayaboutwomenwith

thicklips...Theyswallowitwhole"

Bright:oohbrotherthatjustgavemeBonner"

Me:Brightkuzonyiwayoucan'tbeholdingmy

phoneandtalkingshitaboutmywifefuckoffbring

backmyphone"



Bright:youknowyougotawomenrighttherethat

willmakeyouwanttodosextapewithherandgive

ittoyourfriendsjusttoshowoff"

Theyallbustoutandlaugh

Zoe:OKboysenoughabouttheMrsMnguni,....

Reallyisthathowyouseeherjustasexobject"

Zoewalkedinwearingwhitetrackpantsandvest

Menzi:mpintsiyami"

Theyhuggedandshegreetedeveryoneelse,

Brightnudgeme"whoisshe..."



Me:mylittlesisterdon'ttouchherhusbandshoots

firstandaskquestionlater"

Bright:Idon'tcare...Idon'tmindtakingabulletfor

suchbeauty"

Zoewavedherringathim

Zoe:findyourown..."Shetookmbaliplateand

walkedbacktoherroom"

Mbali:TreyItoldyouIwillmakeithappensstep

outandpaymemymoney,_Iheardcartires

spinningandlotofwhistling

Me:fuckno"

Iranoutandyepitwastheoneandonlymybrother



inlawSbuspinninghisRedGti

"

Him:Prettyboy"hesaidjumpingoutofhiscar,it

truewhattheysayyoumayrehabilitateaguybut

youcan'ttakethegangsterourofhim,helooked

likeyourtypicaltsotsiboyfromelokshini,

Me:Ihatethatname"

Him:Iknow"webrohuggedandhewishedme

congratulation,

Him:toldthisfoolsI'mgoingtotheBaytoskinny

deepandtheyfollowedme,hopeyoudon'tmind"

ItwasTwoothercar,IheardZoescreamOKits



LangaZoehusbandandhisbrotherBanz

TheDlaminiboyswithbigcarsdamnreallywetook

thechillsessionoutsideThisguyswereloudand

nowIfearwhatmyin-lawswillsayaboutthe

companyIkeep.

ZoeandLangadecidedtogotothebeach

Sbucarwaspumpinglouddeephousemusic ,

coolerboxandboozeeverywhereitsnoteven14:00

andalreadyitpartfordays..

IsentatexttoAustinthathemusttakekokoand

Mamatothehotel,showedhimapicofsituations

andheagreed...

Ijumpedintoashowerlaterontookquickbath.I

decidetowereblackcargopantsandmuscleT-



shirt,whileIwaslookingformysocksmyphone

ringing

"sirinkosazanaiyaphumamanje"

IhadbribedoneoftheBhenguGuardstoupdate

mewithanymovethatSbahlewilltakeIwasnot

planningonleavingthisplacewithoutengaging

withher

Me:uthiuyaphi?"

Him;ezitolo..."Shit!Iranoutandstoodbythe

roadwheninoticethathercarwasnotdrivingthis

sideIranbacktotheyard

Me:shit"



Bright:smoko"

Me:iFrojustleftherhouse..."

IjumpedintoSbucarthatwasplayingmusic,and

brightjumpedin

Menzi:andthen?

Me:Icomingback"_spreadoff

Bright:isshedrivingthatbeast"

Me:Iguesssobecaousenumberplateis

personalisedasMaBhengu"

Shechangedlaneandpassothercar,wowthis

Ladydrivescrazy



Him:Ilikeheralready"

Igavehimalook

Him:whatIlikeherforyou...Sheismyfriends

wifeafterall"Ifollowedherandshedrovestraight

tothemallshepackedandIpackedbehindher,i

brushedmyfacewithmyhandsandsteppedout

whenIwasabouttoknockonhercarwindowshe

steppedout,shelookedsocuteonheroutfitsheis

showingabitofskinaswell,shewaslaughing

andbumpedintomychestijustdroppedmymouth

open,ItaughtIwasimagingthingbutmy

expressionwasmuchbetterthenthegirlswithher

theyweretotallydrooling,

Girl1:ohhhmyGodhissohot!":

Girl2shoooooooooooooooo!!!Don'tspoilthe



moment“

Icouldhearthemasthespokebuttheintoxicating

smileandbeautifulgirlbeforemewholooks

flawlesswithnomakeup,shesmelloffruityou

knowthatgirlysmellChanellno5perfume,she

waslookingdown,shenoticedmyfeetsinceIran

outofthehousewithnoshoeson,sheslowlyrose

herhead,itwasthemostsexiestthingtolookat,

slowmotion,itfeltlikeIwas lookingatherforthe

fisttime,holdupIwasinfect,sheliterallytookmy

breathways,hermesmerizingbeauty,shehas

smalleyeswiththicklashesthatmadeitlookso

exotic,herpinkpoutedlipssojuicy,Mywords

couldnotdescribethisangelinfrontofme,she

finallylookedatmeandforthefisttimeisawhow

hereyeslookedliketherewerethemostsexiest

thingeverseen,IthinkI'maddictedtothem ,I

lookedatherasshemovedthehairfromherface,

shedidthefrownwithhermouthandthatalone

mademesmile,shesteppedbackfrommeandI

finallybreathinandoutandfoundcouragetosay



“hi“

Her:“hello“

Okthathowhervoicesoundslike,itabithusky

andverysoft,shelookeddownandblushed,she

toobeautiful,MyQueen,thewomenIwillpledge

myinterlifetoo,Icouldnothaveaskforanybetter

waytomeether,thisfeltlikememeetingherfor

thefisttime

Me:howareyouSbahle“

Shecouldnotlookatme,shewantedthegroundto

swallowherIwasnotmovingfromheretillwecan

finallyengageonatopicorsomething,

Her:“ngiyaphila“



Shebitherlowerlip

Me:soyounotgoingtoaskmehowI’mdoing?“

Her:“oh!imsorry…howareyoudoing…?“

Me:“namingiyaphila…“

IstoodtheretryingtothinkwhattosaynextI

studiedherbodylanguageandrespecther

personalboundaries,thereisnoreasontocomeoff

ascreepybutIsowishthathersmalleyescanjust

lookatmeonemoretime.Themostimportant

thingIcandoistoberespectfulandfollowher

leadnowWalkinguptoagirlyou’veneverspoken

tobeforeisliketakingadipinanicywater,It

makesyounervous.Butasaguy,knowinghowto

approachagirlisoneofthemostimportantthings

toknowinthedatingworldbutI'mfuckinmarriedto



thisgirlsoonewayortheotherweneedtalk

Girl1:wowlookwho'sblushing,thatmustbea

goodsign"_

Sbahlelookedatherbored,yepmywifegot

attitude

Girl1:himynameisDudubutyoucancallmeDidy

"

Sheextendedherhandforahandshake

Me:oohhi,"shookthehandbriefly

Didy:wowyourhands,youhaveatightgripdoyou

workout?"



Ilookedatthisgirlalmostclickingmytongueand

wishshecouldjuststopwithhisnonsense

Sbahle:Didyplease…."_

Me:nopIwokeuplikethis“Isaiddismissingher

IlookedatSbahleandsidesmiled,sheblushed

andlookedaway

"I'mZimkhithi"

Me:ohOK"Iwasgettingbordcan'tIgetjustone

momentwithSbahlewithoutthisfly,I'msuremy

facewasevidencethatI'mannoyed

Brightcametomyrescuetheminutethey

recognizedhimtheywentgagaonhim



Zimgirl"oohmyGodDjBright"

Him:intheflashNana"thescreamed

Andwalkedtohim,Ibreathoutloudasinsighof

relief,

Ihategirlswhoareforwardandtheyweremaking

Sbahleuncomfortable

Ifoldedmyhandsandlookedather

Me:so...Ikindaoffollowyouhere...andImust

sayyoudrivelikeyourunningfromcopsor

something"

Sheliftedherheadtolookatme,OKIlovehowher



facelooksrightnow

Her:Idonot..."

SHelaughedIfeltbutterfly’sinmystomach,at

leastwegettingtothatchatnow

Me:Idon'tknow...Ievenforgottoputonmy

shoesrunningafteryou"

Shegiggledwowshereallyhasabeautifulsetof

teethandthatonebigsmile,forminutethereyou

couldnottellshehadsmallpoutedlips

Me:wowshesmilewellIguessmyworkisdone

here"

Sheshookherhead



andoureyeslocked

Bright:guysyouwillmeetusinside"

zimanddidywalkedwithhimandSbahlelookedat

theredirection

Istoodbyhercarrestingmybackonitilookedat

her

Me:wellthatoutofthewaysouyaphimkamiwith

thistwo?"ShedidthefaceandIfoundmyself

laughing...

.

.



Tobecontinued***

Chapter14

.

noteditedatall

.

Sbahle

.

SohereIwasstandingnexttomysocalled

husbandwhoforgothisshoeswhilerunningafter

me,konjewhyisherunningaftermevele?Also

IwasnotsurewhathemeantaboutwhyI'mhereor

whyhiscallingme"mkami"aintwejumpingagun

abit,heistoocasualaboutusandthisarranged

thingwein,whileIdebateonhowmustiputmy

guarddown,Ihaveneverhadaoneononesession

withaguybefore,



IseehismouthmovinghistalkingandlaughingI

pretendasifI'mlisteningIstilldoknowwhat

expectedofme,

wheredowestartwiththischathisinforcing,what

mustIreallydo?,heallreadylaughedatmewhenI

givehimmyconfusedface,wellIhavenocontrol

ofthatitjustinmynaturenje,IdothisfaceswhenI

laugh,confused,thinkingorjustbeingsilly,Ihate

itwhenpeoplelookatmeandtellmehowbeautiful

IamsoIpreventsuchcommentsbypullingaface.

HisstarringagainandIdon'tknowwhathislookis

doingtomebutIenduplookingdown,Mvelois

youngbuthecarriesanauraofagrownmanI'm

notsureifitsbecauseofhistittleofbeingakingor

what?OrmaybethereismoretothatI'mnot

peakingup,hisverytraditionalthisbeadsonhis

Wristandseashells.

Him:youdriftingawayagain...Whyyoutraping

yourselfinyourownheadI'mrightherewhydon't



youaskmeanythingsowecangetthisballrolling

"

I'mtonguetightrightnow,shitIhatethis

Me:mayIpleaseseatdown"Ifinallysaywehave

beenstandingnexttomymotherscarforawhile

now,IfeellikeIwillshouldstrikeaconversations

withhimshouldbeseatedI'malreadydisrespecting

himforstandingandlookinghiminhisexoticeyes.

,

Him:sure...I'mreallysorryyouwanttositinthe

carorshouldwegoinside"

Ilookathisfeetandhebustoutandlaugh,

throwinghisheadback,histopisliftedandIsee

hisCkbriefsandthisV-lineonhislowerwaist,his



reallymusclingIfoundmyselffeeling

uncomfortable.

Him:youcanseeIhavenoshoesoncanweat

leastseatinthecar,I'llordersomethingtoeator

drinkorbetteryetwillgotodrivetrough"

InoddedIopenedthecarbuthestoodinfrontof

thedoorjizzwhatnow?

Him:let'susemycarplease"

OKitsofficiallyhecontrolling,Inoddedandhe

openthepassengerdoorformeofhiscarand,I

lookedathimcloselyasherantothedriversside,

yoomuhleyena,sexy,buffedupandtooarrogant,

yaahInoticethewayhedismissedDidyandZim,

hewasrudeyebothereareannoyingbutletmebe

theonetoputtheminthereplacenothim,Ifelthis

handonmythighsohnohedidn't



Him:beencallingyou..."

Ilookedathandonmythighandathim.

Heremovedhishandshookhishead,wowhis

annoyedheevenhasoneeyebrowraisedcutebutI

couldtellhispissed

Him:SibahleagainI'mrighthere,canyouatleast

trytotalktomethentothatlittlepersoninyour

head"

Didhejustindirectlycallmeapsychopath?

Him;OKmaybeitsmeI'mdoingsomethingwrong

...yiniamIboringyou?"



IlookeddownifIdisrespecthimnowwhoknows

whathewilldonow,oohgodhelpmenow,Irose

myheadandlookedathimandsmiled,

Me:Ihaveneverdonethis...Mnguni,I'mreally

sorryyoubeingherenexttomeisabit

uncomfortable"

Him:wowsaythatagain"hewassmilingfromear

toear,holdupwhatdidIdo?

Ipulledmyupperlipupandhelaughed

Me:uxoloangisiswangauthiuMnguniangiphindeni

"

Hebrushedhiswellstreamedbead



Him:mybrotherin-lawoncetelledmethatbeing

calledbyyoclannameorsurnamebyawomenis

justabeautifulfeeling...Ilikeit"

Ibreathoutloud,oohthat,sillyofme

Him:andSbahletrytorelaxIdon'tbiteandI'mnot

cluedupabouttraditionandlawsofarranged

marriagerightnowI'mjustaguytryingtotalktoa

womenI'marrangedtospendmylifewith,so

pleasedon'tbeafraidtobeyourself"

Inodded,itseitherhisgenuineaboutwiththisor

itsatrapI'mjustgoingtokeepmyguardupfornow

tillIknowforesure

Him:TwoChickengrilledfoldover,2bigMacwith

extracheese..."Hewasorderingforthetwoofus,

didheaskmewhatIwanttoeatNo!Heonlyasked

ifI'mallergictoanythingnextthingweindrive



troughorderingforme,haybowillIeverhaveasay

inthisrelationship?

Him:Ihopeyoudon'tmindIordersforyou"

Me:itsOK"fuckyeahImind...butIcan'tevenpin

pointanythingthatIdon'tlikeinhere,Iwillletthis

slidefornow..Justbecauseheorderedmyfavorite

food.

Wedroveoutaparkedatthebaylookingatthesea

IfeltverycalmIcouldbreaththefeelingIhaveright

nowitssoamazingIdon'tknowwhyIhavethis

strangerelationshipwithwater,

Helookedatmesmiled

Him:come"Iopenedthedooranwesetonthecar

bonnettheseabreezegotmeclosingmyeyesand



takingitallinIfeltlikehammingasongIfeltso

alive.

Him:sotellmewho'sSbahle"

Ilaughed,thistimearoundIwasnotfakingatall,I

wasrelaxed

Me:thatadirectquestion"

Him:shootmeforwantingtoknowaboutmy

Queen"theawkwardnessthatwehadfewminutes

backwasgone.Ifoundmyselfrelaxedasever

“Guessit’stimefor20questions,”ijokedandhe

laughedaswell,conversationwasflowing,even

forgotthatI'marrangedtomarryhim,

Whatwashedoingcharmingmebyaskingabout

myfuturegaols,myfriends,myinterests,whatIdid



forfun?Tellingmefunnystoriesabouthislifeinthe

UK?IhadalwaysmaintainedthatIwouldpreferany

othercountrytotheUK.Itwastoofarfrom

everyoneIknew,toofamiliarandalienallatonce.

Butaftereatingatonoffoodwithhimitdidnot

seemsoinconceivable.Thiswasgoingseriously

sideways.Iwasactuallyenjoyingmyself.

Him:myhomeisintheNgonyamavillagebut

wouldspendmostofmytimeintheUK,sosince

youwishtostudyLawhowaboutyouattendthe

bestuniversityintheUK"

IdidtakeZoeadviseandthoughtofstudyingLaw

evendidasurveyonmyselftryingtocheckifitthe

rightcareerpathtomyshockitwas,Buttodecide

therestofmylifeshouldunfoldIcabnotsayyesto

anythingnow,ocanmakelifechangingdecision

basedononemeetingijusthadwithmyfuture

husband,itwillseemedunfairtomebesideIwas

theonewhowouldhavetoleavemyhome,my



familyandeveryoneIknew.Iwastheonewho

wouldhavetochangecities,countriesand

hemispheres.

Me:Idon'tknow..."

Him:youfirstneedtoseemyhomeAndyoucan

makeadecisionthereafterhowisthat?"_

Ijustnodded,

Thedaywasinterruptedbymyphoneringingitwas

Nwabisa,myheartskipabit,Nwabisaisstraight

asananarrowandactlikeourmother,

Her:ukuphi?"

Shemad,sheIshouting



Me:I'minthemall"

Her:getyourasshereyourfatherwantstalkto

you"

Me:hisnotmyfather!"

Her:thisnotthetimetoargue,getherenow!!"

Shedroppedthephoneonme,Isighandlooked

Mvelihehadaconcernlook

Him:areyouok"

Me:yesIam...I'msorrybutahavetogo"



Him:comelet'sgowashyoufeet'Ihadtotakeoff

myshoesaswellsowecanwalkontheseasure,

thefeelingofhishandswashingmyfeetfeltsosoft

,hetookofhisT-shirtandwipedmyfeet,hisbody

issculpturedooh,hischestbigandbroadhehas

tattoooflionheadonhisleftshoulder

Him:youlikeit?"Ismiledandnodded

Ican'tbelieveIjusttouchedhisshoulder

Me:whyalionheard"

Him:itsrepresentthebeatinsideofme"

Iwasconfusedabouthisresponsebutsomething

inmetoldmehisonewithlion,itwasinhiswayhe

lookedatmerightnow,Ijustmelted



Him:thisfeelslikeaCinderellastorywhenthe

clockstrikemidnightyouhavetogohone"

Me:theonlytwistedpartisthatI'mnotleavingmy

shoesbehind"

Helaughed,andwewalkedbacktothecar,Iasked

himtodriveheaskedwhyandtoldhimgotmad

loveforsportcars,

Him:yousureyounotZoetwinsister"

Ilaughed

Him:youtwoaresoalike"

Me:funnybecauseshesaidthataswell"



WelaughedIlikeZoetooshejustthekindifperson

Iwillhangoutwith,drivingaGtiwiththishorse

powerIwastemptedtospeedoff,

Him:I'mtooyoungtodieandwestillneedtomake

babesslowdownplease"Ilaughedandspeedoff,

theminuteIparkedhejumpedoutcatchinghis

breath

Me:youok"

Hejustwavedahandatmeholdingonhiskneesi

textedDidythatI'minparking

Him:mayIpleaseseeyoutomorrow"

Ilookeddownandnodded.Whatstartedasbed

dayturnedourtobelotoffun,wehugged,OKthat

awkwardmomentcameagain,



Didy:zimisdrunkandIthinkbrightfuckherthe

toiletsonjeI'mpissed"

Bright:youknowwecouldhavehadthreesome"

Didygavehimafinger

Bright:loveyoutooNana,Iwillmarryyouyou

watchandSee"

Zim:what?"

Bright:you'llbemesidesnack"

Me:Zimkhithiasambe,thankyoulight...For

hangingwiththem"



Bright:itsDjbrighteverybodyknowsme"

Irolledmyeyes"wellIdon'tbutthankyouanyway

,"

Mvelobustoutandlaughedw

Bright:youknowyoutodeserveeachother"_Igave

himthefacelikewhateverweallgotinthecar

Mveloplacedhiselbowsonmywindow,histoo

closeIcouldfeelhisbreathonmyface

Mvelo:thanksfortoday"

Ijustsmiled"thankyoutoo"

Him:safetyfirst"_hepulledtheseatbeltandstrap

me,allalongIwasholdingmybreath,



Him:I'llcallyoulaterpickupok"

Inoddedhestepbackaftersayinggoodbyeandi

droveoffhejuststoodtherelookingatmedrive

away"

Didymustbereallypissedsheneverkeepsquite

thislong,wefoundNwabisaonthegatewalkingup

anddown"nivelaphi?"Shejumpedinthecar,she

wasshoutingandIwassotiredforherdrama,

whenwewalkedinsidethehousewefoundmy

AuntsandmyMononthesittingroom"

Nwabisa:siyaxolisaukubuyangalesisikhathiwe

misplacethecarkeys..."

Momlaughed,waytogoNwabisathatwasnot

convincingandwhyisshesayingwe,unlessshe

wantedtouseusasherdecoyaswell



.

.
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IjustentersmyroomaftertellingZimhow

disappointedIamwithher,andshewasnotdrunk

justtipsy,shetoldmethatshedidnotsleepwith

theDjbuttheybamboozledaroundtryingtomake

Didyjealous,Becauseshewasplayinghardtoget

andtheDjreallylikedher,Iwantedtobelievethat

somuchbutmyfriendstrackrecordwithmanis

givingmedoubttothisstatement,Itookoffmy

shoesIsetonmybedandtouchedmyfootand

toes

"doyouevenusethistowalkwith"

"whydoyousaythat?"

"yougotbeautifulsoftfeetandLegs"heranhis

handsonmyleg

,Ismiledreplayingthatmomentinmyhead,I

lookedatmytoesandsmiled,Istillcannotshake

thefactthatIhadhalfnakedmancrouchingbefore

mewipingmyfeetwithhist-shirtwow,that

somethingyouonlyseeinmovies,wasIflattered

ohfuckyesIfeltliketheprincessthatIreallyman.



TherewassomethingabouthisTattoothat

captivatedme,thattattookindoffspoketomein

somekindofwayIfoundmyselftouchingit,it

mademeseeaglimpseofwhoMveloisIsmiled

thinkingabouttodaythewayhepaidattentionto

myeverymovekindmovedmeissomekindofway.

"mmmmmybabyissmilingtoherself..ShouldIbe

worried"momsaidstandingbymybedroomdoor

Me:yousodramaticmakaSbahle"

Her:ifyousayso...Comehelpmewithsupper"

Ifrowned

Her:wozaandstoppullingyourfaceatme"

Iputonmysleepersandfollowedher,

Her:babytodaywehadalongmeetingwiththe

Mnguni"

Icontinuedtogratecarrotsasshespoke

Her:Dlomvukazisaysthattheweddingismid

December"

Ilookedatherthatinliketwo/threeweeksfrom



now

Her:I'mworriedbaby"

Me:mamathattoosoon"

Her:theyisalotyoustilldonotknowaboutbeinga

wifeorevenbeingaQueenbabyhowamIgoingto

teachyouallofthisthinginshortperiod?“she

stoopedwhatshewasdoingandsetdown,

Mymotherworriedthatshehadbroughtmeuptoo

leniently.Shehadencouragedmetostudyabroad,

travelandlivealifedifferentfromhers.Shehoped

itwouldn’tbackfirenow.Shewasaskingmeto

considertheconventionalinstitutionofmarriage

toppedoffwiththetraditionalcustomsofthe

arrangedmarriage.

Mymotherpointedoutthatsheknowsthatthe

Ndlovukaziisagoodwomen,shepraysthather

grandsontookafterher,shetoldmeshehadmet

withMveloGranyearsbackshehadmether



throughmyfather,andshebelievesthisarranged

marriagewasorchestratedbymyfatheryearsago.

Everythingshesaidwasmakingsensetheypaid

myuncleafortuneforhimtoagreeinmyhandin

married,myuncledidstatethathedoesn’tknow

howtheMnguniknewaboutmeormyexistence

butwerewillingtopayafortuneforme,butwhy?.

Her:AdulthoodinvolvedhardchangesI'msorry

babyyouhavetogothroughthisatthisyoungage

youin“

Me:Iguessitlife"Isaidinlawvoice,nothing

surprisesmeanymoreaboutdecisionsthatare

takenaboutmylifewithoutmyconsent,Illjustlay

lowandtaketheblowsfornow,onlyGodknows

whenwillIeverrisefromthis.

IwasdeepinthoughtanddidnotrealisethatIwas

cockingastormLookslikeItookovermymother's

kitchenbecauseIwastheonlyonecookingnow,

shewastoemotionalandtalkingnonstopabout

herdoubtsandfearsofthisarrangedmarriage

Her:IwishIcanhaveatalkwiththatboy“



Me:“hisakingmakaSbahleandyouknowvery

wellthatourlawsforbidsthatamotherin-lawto

haveprivatemeetingswiththedaughters

husbandsandworsehisalsoking"Shenodded

thoughtfully.

ifIdidnotspendtimewithMvelotodayIwouldbe

thinkingofrunningforthehillsbuthelookslikea

goodguybuticannotbasethatonjustone

meetingIhadwithhim,Therearenoguaranteesof

successorfailuretothisarrangedagreement.I

understandmymotherconcernshewillnotbethere

Iwillbealoneshewishshecouldgivemeher

wisdom ,perseveranceheartandknowledgeofout

customs.

Intheend,IdecidedtoputmyfaithinmyselfI’m

notafailure,notapushoverIgotpowertorisein

everysituationI'mfacedwith,attheendofitallI

needtorelyonme.

AftercookingIdishupandsetthetable,Iwasnot

hungrysoIfakedaheadacheandwenttomy

room ,ItookashowerIjustwashedmybodyand

mymindtookawrongturn,Istartedthinkingabout



Mvelohiscaptivatingeyesandsmileandtheway

hisfaceisalwaysserious,theguyneverlaughs,

hisfunnynodoubtbutfocusandsombre,he

commandsrespectwhenhespeakandthatalone

makesmeworryabouthowIwillcontrolmy

opinionatedmouth.

SohereIwastakingashowerbecauseIcouldnot

drownmyselfinthetubduetothisfakehairinmy

head,whydowomenputthisshitonvele?I

clickedmytongueandtriedtoenjoytakingabath

standing,whichwasveryimpossible,Iclosedmy

eyespicturedtheoceanbutIsawpowerful

waterfallinstead

“youarereadyneverdoubtyourself,youBornto

beaQueen,Everythingyouwantisontheother

sideoffear."

ThisvoiceechoedIshootmyeyesopenlooked

around,itwasnotfamiliarvoicebutitwasa

femalevoice,iopenedtheslidingdoor,tryingto

seewhoisintheroomwithme,butnoticethatI



wasallalone,Ijumpedouttookabathrobeand

rushedtomybedroomattendingtomyphonethat

wasringingmyfavoritesonggotmesingingtoit

beforeIcouldanswer

~~~

Shittedon'em,

ManIjustshittedon'em

Shittedon'em,

Putyournumbertwo'sintheairifyoudiditon'em

Allthesebitchesismysons~~~

Me:hello“

“hay…didIcallatthebedtime?“

Aagg!itsMvelomadeapromisetocallbackandhe

didok,tickforkeepingapromise

Me:“noIjustgotoutoftheshowerrightnow“

Him:“oohhopeyoudidnottriptryingtoanswer

myphonecall“

Irolledmyeyesashesnickered



Me:“fortunatelyIdidnot“

TherewassilenceandIthoughthewasnotthere

Me:“hello“

Him:“IjusthadatalkwithmyGrandmother…“

Me:“oh“

ItwassokindofhimtocalledmeandaskifIhave

givenmyassenttotheweddingbeingmovedto

closerdate.Hewantedtobesureandtocheck

withmethatIhadnotbeenunnecessarily

influenced,Ifounditamusing,

DoesheknowthatI’mconsideredmostheadstrong

bymyfamilymemberimtheonewhocouldnotbe

forcedtodoanythingIdidnotwanttodo.Iwas

movedbyhisconsideration,butyetagainasa

womeninthishouseholdIhavenosay,myfirst

thoughtwastotellhimthat,thismarriage,isnot

arrangedbutforcedandIdon’twanttogoalong

withit,butyetagainthatwillonlybefearand

insecuritytalking,whatdoIhavetolose,Mvelo

hasalreadypromisedmeanewlife,tostudy

abroadtobemyselfandpointoutmyviews,my



voicewasalwayscagedinthishouseandihave

livedinmyheadsolongthatImadeitmy

permanentresidenceittimetobreakfree.maybe

thedreamwasrightIneedtobreakthewallthat

shieldmyemotions.

Me:“MngunidoesitmatteratallwhenIwillbe

gettingmarriedtoyou,Icandisagreewiththem

andsayittoosoon,butayearortwodowntheline

itwillstillbehangingoverourheads…besidesmy

motherspeakshighlyofyourgrandmotherandI

don’tknowwhatshewantsthereuniontobeso

soonbutIbelievethatshehasonlyGoodintentions

“IhopeIsaidinwardly,Hebreathoutloud,asifhe

washoldinghisbreaththatgotmesmiling.

Wetalkedmoreaboutlifeandhetoldmethathe

hashisfriendsover,theyshowedupunannounced

tocelebratehisengagementpartyIcouldtellbythe

noisethattheypartingJesusmanandalcohol

Me:“howdoyoufeelaboutallofthisyounever

toldme?“Iwastalkingaboutthearrangedunion

Him:“itcameasashock…butIcouldnotrun



awayfromfate…I’mthelastleavingmaninmy

family,IfeellikeIneedtoplantanewseedfora

newfamilytreetogrow,forthattohappenIneed

aqueen/wifeandmothertomychildren,I’mtoo

youngforsuchresponsibilitybutIlearnedthehard

waythatwedonotalwaysgetwhatweplantohave

inourlives“

Me:“whatmightthatbe?“

Him:“Mostofusfantasizeaboutmeetingan

amazingperson,datingherforagoodtime,

informingtheparentsaboutit,gettingeveryone’s

approvalandfinallytyingtheknot.That’sthe

definitionofaperfectlovemarriageformany,right?

It’sthestuffoffairytalesandmostdreamaboutbut

weofroyalbloodourFutureiswritteninthehands

oftheancestorsandelders…ourdirectionare

shiftedbecausedestinyandfate“

Inoddedasifhecouldseeme

Him:“hayI’malsoscared,nervous…itsmyfirst

timebeinghusbandtosomeoneaswell,fuckI

don’teven,knowwhatexpectedofme,but,Iguess



willneedtoworkonthattogetherwhatdoyousay?

“

Ilaughed

Me:“Iwilllikethat“

Wetalkedaboutgeneralstuffhobbiesandhegot

melaughinglikealunaticafter45minuteswesaid

goodnight,Ilaidonmybedfacingupsmilingtill

thedreamIhadthismorningcamerushingback,

whatdiditmean?cantheverysamemanwhoput

asmileonmyfacesecondsagobetheonewhowill

breakmyheartinmillionpieces?theportraitsaidit

all,Iwasheartbrokenandhewashugginganother,

realitykickedinwenotinthisforlove,itsarranged.

myuncertaintiesanddoubtsaboutMveloswung

fromtheridiculoustotheunexcitingrevelation,I

haveonlyseenthesociable,pleasantsideofhim.

WhatifhewasanExmurderer?Apossessivejerk?

Whatifhedidnotgivemeroomtobreathe?Whatif

heisinlovewithsomeoneelseacrazyex?Whatif

hewasdisorganized?Ortooparticular?Howwould



Ihavetoadjustmypersonalitytofitsomeoneelse’s?

WillIbeabletolivewiththisman?WillIbeableto

lovehim?.

.

.
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SoafterspendingthreedaysinRichardsBayIhad

tostartwork.Myunclesinstructions,itwasnot

easyrunningamultimilliondollarscompanyand

shadowingmyuncle,fromthelooksofit,itwas



bigshoesthatIgotfill,I'mgratefulforAustinfor

makingmedomyarticlesonmy3rdyearbecause

whatlefttodonowistogetmyresult,graduat

practicefull-time,Ijusthadatasteofthecoatroom

fewdaysbackanddamIloveditI'mexitedbeingon

theofficefeelssowow,maybeitsbecauseitsmy

firstjobbutandI'mallhypedoutaboutit.Myuncle

playstowinandleavesnostonesunturnedsoI

needtoputmoreworktoputmynameonthemark.

SoitsofficialI'llbeworkingintheUKbranch,and

makingendlesstriphome.

MyWeddingisinfewdaystimeandI’mflyingback

homeaswespeak,I'llfirstneedtopickupZithelo

fromhermonshouseiwasplanningonspendthis

fewdayswithmylittleprincessIalsoneedtofind

awaytotellherthatMeandmommyarenot

togetheranymoreanddaddyisgettingmarried,I

hopesheisnotcrazylikePamandthrowtantrum,

becauseIhavenocluewhatIwilldonext,lastthing

Ieverwishtodoistohurtmylittlegirlthat’swhy

I'mtryingmylevelbesttobethebestdad,talkto



hereveryday,buyhergiftsandalwaysremember

herfavouritecartooncharacter.

IkindamissmyQueen,thelasttimeispenttime

withSbahleitwasontheweekendofhermemulo/

Zibizo,IwantedsobadlytotellheraboutZithelo

andSli,buttherewasneveragoodtimeno

moment,shewasabitdistanceandcagyandI

hadtorushbackhome,tillthisdayIhavenoidea

whatmeandSbahlehave,todaysheishot,

tomorrowwecoldthenextdaywenottalkingto

eachother,shechallengesmeandIfeellikeIhave

meetmymatch.

ThefewdaysIspendwithSbahleInoticedthatmy

wifetobehastemperfordays,yooooh!Shequite

nodoubtbutwhenshespeakshespitvenom,she

ishotheaded,shehaswormeduptomeandwe

talkalotoverthephone,butdamnshe'scrazy,

sheisstraighttalkeranddoesnotsugarquoteshit,

canyoubelievethatitjustbeenaweekwithherbut



wehavefoughtamilliontimes,shetoldmeher

termsandconditionsofthismarriagebasicallyshe

putmeinherlane,Ihaveneverseenagirlwhois

nottakenbymyhandsomelooksyouknowevery

timewhenIgettocloseorflirtwithhersheputa

wallandshutmeout,franklyI'm tiredoftryingI

aren’ttheonetobegforlove,whenshefinally

growsupIwillbewaitingforhersheismy

stubbornhot-headedcrazywifeafterall,Itoldyou

thatshenofragilelampshethewolfitselfunder

thatbeautifulfutures.

IlookedatherpicandsmiledoohhowIwishIcan

watchherwholedaywholenightholdherand

makeherscreamtilltheneighbourscomenocking

onthedoor,butwellculturesaywehavethe

weddingnighttobeintimate,notthatI'maftersexI

reallydon'tmindwaitingtillsheready.

Menzi:shelikeSindy...Youcanneverwinwithher

untilyouontopsheneedsadickandshewillshow



yourespect"thatwhatmybestfriendsaidbuthow

canIinitiatesextoavirginwhoIhaveneverkissed

andwestillwaitingfortheweddingnighttotake

placenextweek..whichIdoubtitwillevenhappen

atall,ohhmyfeistyQueenbakithi.

IjustarrivedinDurbanandwaslookingforwardin

seeingmydaughterthataloneputasmileonmy

face,IwasstillnotsureifIshouldstaywithZeein

theUKormaybeleaveherwithkokohome,but

eitherwayIneedhertobearoundfamily.IHave

beenhavingbadfeelingthatwhateverSliisgoing

throughisaffectingmydaughter,Zeefeedson

emotionsthathergift,shesensessadnessand

Channelsittohappiness,butshenotgetting

troughtoherMom,Silindileemotionalimbalance

ismakingmybabysick.Shehasbeeninandoutof

theDrroomandIhavebeenfightingwithSlilike

worldwarthree.ittoxicwhatmeandherhavenow,

whoknewthatmeandSliwillbelikecatand

mousecooperatingcouple.



IbreathourloudasIsteppedoutoftheplainIwas

jetlegandtiredbutjustgladthatI'monleavework

istaring,againIneedtocontrolmycalling,onthe

otherhandKokoneedmetotakethethroneasin

yesterday,Zeeneedsafulltimedad,mycrazywife

needmyattention,babymamanotspeakingtome,

ihavenoideahowshethinkswillcooperantwith

herattitudetowardsme,”JesusTreyyougot

problems“Sbuwillsay.

SoyouallknowwhathappenedbetweenmeandSli

,wemadeloveandIwokeupthenextmorningto

startsomethingnewwithSbahleweekspassandi

comebacktoclaimmydaughter,Zeewassickand

noDrwashelpingher.mybabymamarefusedas

inshebluntlyrefused,Ihavenevercalledherever

sinceafewweeksbackwhenIcametocheckup

onZeewefoughtagain,andwehadmadcrazysex

after,IwalkedawayfromheritwasamistakeI

knowIshouldn’thavebutshithappens.



IcalleverytimeIgetandIspeaktothenannyand

Zeeonly...Nolainitiatedthatact,saidIdon'tneed

toconfuseSliIhavehurtherenoughandsheneed

tomoveon...Idon'tknowhowthatmademefeel

though,slimovingon...im juststuckbetweena

rockandveryhardplace,IwishIcanofficially

brakethingsoffwithherbuthowwhensheisthe

motherofmychild.IfeellikewhenIwalkawayI’m

killingherandwhenIstayI’mhurtingher,itsjust

neverwin-winsituationrightnow.

I'mbeingunfairtoherandSbahleoohGodif

SbahlefundsoutI'mscrewed,don'tgotmewrong

I'mnotscaredofherbutIrespectmyQueen.

,IparkedoutsideSlihouse,thelasttimeIwashere

wefoughtlikecrazywhenItoldherIwanttotake

Zeetostaywithmenextyear...ItsonlyfairImean

shehadthreeyearstospendwithhersoIneedmy

yearswithheraswell,funnybecauseitsfewweeks

beforenextyearandI'mtakinghertovisitfora



weekendspendtimewithhercousins(Pam'skids)

IbreathinandoutasIsteppedout,Ibuzzthegate

andthehelpbuzzmein,Iknockedonthedoorthe

helpletmein

Her:sirMisisbythepoolarea,butbabyZeeis

takinganapmustIwakeherup?

"noIwillmakemaywaytoSli"shenoddedand

showedmetothebackyard,Slihousewashuge

modernanddecowasbeautiful,whichmakesme

thinkhowrichisthiswomen,ifoundslionher

whitebikini,herflattummyoutthereforshowasif

sheneverfellpregnantheryellowbodywaswow

shehadshadesonabookonherchest,I'm

guessingshefellasleepreading,wowthissight

hereIwasn'texpectingtosee,itsleavingmewith

justimagination,onlysmallfabricishidingher

delicatepartsI'mstaringtoomuchlookingather

sexybodyI'mhypnotised,Thethingis,visualcues

areamajorpartofthesexualresponsetomanthis



isnotaboutmewantingsexfromherbutjusttorun

myhandsonherbodyandworshipit,herbodystill

hasahypnoticpowerovermetookmetothenight

whenweconceivedZeeshitIalreadyhaveBonner,

shemovesherheardandnoticemypresence...I

quicklyputmyhandsonmypocket."Ohhgod"she

saidalmosttrippingofthelazychair,

Me:I'msorrytowakeyou"

Shefrowned

Shetookskafandwrappeditaroundherbody

Her:itsok...IllgopackforZi"

Shewasabouttowalkoutbutiheldherarm,Ihate

thetensionbetweenusandthefightingitgotto

stop,slihasgonetroughalotinherlifeandIhate



toseehercryandespeciallyifI'mtheonewho's

makinghercry

Me:canwepleasetalkbeforeshewakesup"_

Ileadherbacktotheseatandshetookouther

shades,thiswomendoesn'tageatall,Ilookedat

herevenlongerthanIshouldtillshefinallylooked

awayfoldingherarms,Iclearedmythroat

Me:uright?"

Shejustlookedatme,thisisgoingtobehard

Womendon’tforgiveaseasilyasmendo,butif

yoursorrystatementaretrueandsincere,thenyou

gotyourbestchancestogetapositiveresponse,



Me:firstlyIwouldliketosayI'msorry"

Eversinceslicamebacktomylifemyworldhas

beenturnedupsidedown,itsnoliethatIloveSli,

ofonlyshedidnotleavewillbesinginganother

tunerightnow,Idon'tknowmaybenot,Ishould

stopthinkingaboutwhatifsitsnothelpinginthis

situationathand,Iranmyhandsonmyfacein

frustration

Me:howareyou?"

Her:I'mjustlikehowyouleftmeTrevor,broken,

mad,angry...youcamebackintomylifeandyou

havethenervetomakemetheotherwomen"_

Me:oohthatwhatgotyouallworkedup"

Iraisedmyeyebrow



Whenshesmadshepullshernoseandpulledher

mouthtothesided

Her:Iknowmyworthuyezwa"shepointedafinger

atme,

Ipulledherfingerdownandheldherhand,our

fightsneverendswell

Her:I'mtiredTrey...Icandothiswithyouany

more..."

Her:dowhat?...LasttimeIcheckedyounotthe

otherwomen,youthemotherofmybaby...Socan

wetalklikecivilizedpeopleandstopbitingmyhead

offbecauseitturnsmeon..."

.
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ImaybeindeepsleepbutIsuddenlyfeltsomeone

standingoverme,IslowlylookedupandIwasmet

bythistall,buffedupguywithdreadlocks,Ifirst

smiledthinkingI'madreambutsoonrealisedthat

itsTreyhisherestandinginfrontofme,whileI'm

halfnaked,

Me:oohGod"Istoodupandcoversmylowerbody



Me:aaahwhatareyoudoinghere?"

IwishIcouldwipethatsmugonhisfacewitha

slap

Him:hiSli"oohGodhisdoingagaingivingmemix

signalsIdon'tneedthisrightnow,whyismylady

partvibratinglikethisonhissoundofhisvoice,I

finallyhavecouragetolookathim,ooohtakeme

JesushissoHot...Hashegottentallernow,he

waslookingatmeshitiforgottogreetback,fuck

whymusti?I'mstillmadathim,I'm angryinfectI

wishthisholdhehasovermecanbebroken,here

hewasapologizingholdingmyhand,sending

electricalwavestomyheart.Heregretbeingwith

meIseeitinhiseyes,heregretssleepingwithme

Icantellbythewayhewithholdhisfaceafterhe

releaseinsideofme,hedoesn'tstaytocuddle.

Hemustlovethisgirl,butholdingontomefor

what?,yeswehavechildtogether,wehad



unfinishedbusinesswhenIleftbutcouldithave

endedlikethat?justanotherunfinishedbusiness?

butIstoodsolowforthesakeoflove,what

exampleamIsettingformybabygirl?,I'mthe

womenthatmakeshimcauseadulterer,oohGod

knowsIneverplannedThisillegitimate

relationships,itjusthappenedwhenIwas

emotionallyspentandmyself-worthwasonrock

bottom,Iwaslonelyallthetimeandleaveinthis

fantasyofmeandTreyinloveforgettingthatbeing

theotherwomanisn’tjustaboutkeepingasecret–

Iam thesecret."

Funnybecausethisfeelslikeday-javutome,I

havebeeninthissituationbeforeanditshapping

againnow.Bothtimes,thepersonhadtheirfoot

outthedooralreadywhenImetthemandIhonestly

didn'tknowonewasinarelationshipinitially—they

justnevertalkedabouttheirsignificantother.We

wereonlyfriendlyorbindedbysomething,



Bothrelationshipsendedwithmebeingcheatedon

orforthisinstantmebeingkeptasecrete,I'dliketo

sayit'ssomethingIdeservedfallingforittwice,I

reallyshouldhaverecognizedthepattern,butthe

circumstancesatthestartofbothrelationships

weresodifferentIhadn'tputtogetherthatitwas

thesamething,IbelieveTreylovesmehecannot

treatmelikethepreviousmanIusetobewithbutI

forgotthatTreyisamanalsonow.

HistalkingabouttakingZeeandIhavenostrength

toprotesthewantstobuildahappyfamilywithhis

wifeusingmydaughterI'mangrythegirlisleaving

mylife,Ishouldbetheonethatwalkingdownthe

Ilsewithhim,Ishouldbetheonetrendinginsocial

mediaandnewspaper,Iinvestedsomuchinhim

butcamebackwithnothings,

WhatdoesthisOtherWomanhavethatIdon’t?Why

isshebetterthanme?Isitbecausesheisyounger,

prettier,thicker,richer,sweeter,sexier,kinder,better?



Ihatefocusingonhatingherbecauseitonlyleads

mefeelinginsecureaboutmyself,

Ihaveseenherpicturessheissexy,young,

beautifulandhasstatus,hepostherpicsonhis

socialnetwork,hetalksabouthertohisfriendsand

familyhiswhat'sprofilepicitsapictureofthem

together,helovesherIseeitinhiseyesthatthe

lovehehadformeisslowlyfading.

Iwasreally,reallyjealousshethekindofgirlyou

introducetoyourparents,Ineverthoughtabout

herwhenweweretogether.ButIdidwhenwe

weren't,especiallyifhestoodmeupbecausehis

planschangeanditwillonlygetworseoncehe

marriesher

Hisphoneringedandhesmiled,heusedtoSmile

likethattome.



Him:Ndlonkulu"helaughedandstoodup,turned

hisbackonme.itsherhetalkslikethistoher.He

respecther,andspeakdeepZulutoher

HeusetocallmebymyfullnamelatelyI'mjustSli,

"fuckSliyoudon'tlistenthatyourProblem"Iwiped

alonetearthatescapemyeyes,hiscomingback

Him:I'mbusywithsomethingrightnowbutwill

drivetheresowecantalk...Imissyou"

Helaughed,shemustbecomictocracksuchjoke,

Iwalkedawaymyheartwasbraking,I'mtwisted

betweenabsolutelyhatingmyselfandhatingher.I

wasjealousofherandIfeltterribleabouthaving

suchfeeling,butyetagainwhenismyhappiness

coming?IfeltthatbychoosingtobewithhimIwas

actuallychoosingwhatkindofpersonIwasandI

didn'tparticularlylikethepersonIwaschoosing,

butIreallylovehim.



Him:Ihavetogo,pleasetellthenannytodriveZee

toPam'splace,Idon'twanttowakeherupnow"

IwasnumbheknowsthathissisterhatesmeandI

couldnotsaynotothat,hehuggedmeandkissed

myforeheadhewalkedouttakingpieceofmewith

him,buthowdoyoumakeamanloveyouwhen

youfoundhimwithhisonefootoutsidethedoor

already

.

Youknowwhattodo****
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weekspassedandIwasstillnotfeelinganybetter,

theweddingdaywasapproachingmymomwasso

happy,Ican'tsaythatabouttherestofmyfamily,

theybelievedthatIwasunfittobeaQueenIknow

nothingaboutculture,yetaloneactinglikea

women,

“Idon’tknowwhattheysawinyou,uyosihlazanje

emzini“

thatwastheBhenguQueenmygrandfather's5th

wife,she'sbitterandalwaysspokeshitaboutme

“youhavedevil'smarkonyourback,kadengasho

ukuthiyouandyourmotherarewitches“weall

keepquietandtakeitin,shoulditbothermethat

shedoesn’tlikemeNofamI’musedtothis,Iknow

thatmyfather'ssidehatemeandmymother,the

worstpartisthattheydonotevenacknowledge

thatmymotherismarriedtothesocalled

King,theyconstantlytreatedmymotherlikea



slave,

ThebitterqueenisNwabisamother,she

preferredwespeakaboutNwabisaweddingthatis

tohappenednextyearorneverhappenedatall,

lookslikethehusbandsheisarrangedtomarryis

notinterestedinthiswholething.

Butwebusysugarcoatingthesituationforher,

shemustbegladthatsheeducatedandneedto

startbuildingherlifeawayfrombeingtheBhengu

royaltybecausethatwhatwearejustgirlswith

nameandstatusnothingspecialaboutthat.

Idon’tmindwhentheevilQueenstatbraggingand

makingcommentsaboutherdaughterIhatedbeing

centreofattentionanyway,butfactremainsthat

I'mgettingmarriedtothemostHandsomehottest

colouredguywholookslikeamodelthatgot

everyoneinthegoinggagaonhowhelooks,his

wealth,hisaccentmyauntswillbrag,everybody

believesandthinkthatI’mtheluckiestgirlinthe

worldtobeengagedtoMveloandalreadyIhave

becomeasocialiteovernightwiththeMedea

harassingme,yeptheMngunifamilyishighly



influential.

SoMveloreturnedbacktotheUK,Wechatalot

whichwaseasierthanspeakingwithhimfaceto

face,hehadthatauraandappearanceabouthim

thatscaredmeabitwhenIwasaroundhim.

Ibecamemorecomfortablearoundhimwhenwe

talkedoverthephone,maybeitbecauseofthe

distancethatIfinallyletmyguarddown,igettotell

himeverythingaboutmyscreweduplife,We

Skype,endlessphonecalls,lastweektoldhimI

wantedtodomyhairandhetoldmetodobraids,I

havelearnedthathiscontrollingsideisamore

dominatedsideofhim,wefightalotbecauseof

that,yesFAMwefightandweneversleepwithout

resolvingourissues,Ilikethathecommunicates

withmealotbuthisthemostmoodiestpersonI

haveeverknownandverypossessivebutyetsweet

kingandlivingwhichIappreciated.

Hesuggestedthatineachphonecallwemake,we

revealonethingaboutourselvesalikeoradislike,a

petpeeveorancharacteristic.Itdidnothavetobe

deeplypersonal,onlywhatwewerecomfortable



with.Thebackandforthwasrefreshing.It'sgoodto

knowthatiknowaglimpseofthemaniwillmarry

nowUnlikeourfacetofaceconversationsthatwere

soawkward,talkingtohimoverthephonethere

werenointerruptionsanditswentverysmoothly.

ButStill,IwonderedifMvelohadanydoubts,He

musthavecertainapprehensionsaboutthewayhis

lifewasabouttochangeaswell.Ihavenoticethat

inhiseyeslaysdeepsecretabouthislife,Isense

thisatthetimewefirstmeetinretrospect,this

changeoflifestylemusthavebeenhardforhimas

well...whatdidhehavetogiveuptofeetmeinhis

life,hetryingsohardtoprotectmyfeelingsbut

alwaysreassuringmethatwegoingtodothisand

willmakeitwork.

Iwasreallyfeduponseatingaroundatmyhouse,

Nwabisawasactingabitcockyandnotsonicethis

dayIguesshermomgottoherandIbecamethe

targetasifIplannedtomarryMvelo,soIavoided

hershealwaystryingactandthinkshebetterthan

me,yoooit'stiringtobehereshamebecauseI

don’tgivearatassabouther.Didyleftwithher



momgoingonvacationtocapetownwillonlysee

heronmyweddingEveohhowImissherwedo

chatalotbutitsnotthesamewithhernotaround,

itsofficialmylifeinthishouseisboring.

soIdecidedtotakeawalk,IdidnotknowwhereI

wasgoingbutIdecidedtojustwalktillIfeeltired,I

satunderthetreebythelake,Isetonthebedrock

rightattheedgeofthelake.Mytoesdipintothe

water,Ibuskedonthesolarenergyandadmired

motherearth'sbeauty,wowitwasbeautifulindeed.

Idon’tknowwhathappenedbutIfeltthiscoldchill

onmybodyandwhenIlookedaroundthesunwas

setting,didIjustsleepinthewoods,yohwaytogo

Sbahle.

Imusthavewalkedtofarfromhomebecauseit

wasahellofadistancetogetbackhome.Walking

backhomefeltlikeadecadeoftortureonmyfeet,I

finallygothomefoundmymotherwatchingTV,

shestopeverythingandlookedatme

Her:wherewereyou,?"_

Me:justwentforawalkandlosttrackoftime"



Her:kodwaSibahleIwasworriedandyouleftyour

phonebehind"

Me:uxolomakaSbahle"

Shelookedatmeindisbelief,Icouldnottellher

thatafellasleepbytheriverthatwasastorymy

motherwillneverbuyHer:asibongenjeukuthi

lendodaayikhoorelsewewouldhavebeentalking

adifferentstory"

Ilookeddownandnoddedandmadewaytomy

room,Iundresstookabathanddecidedtoreada

book,Iwasnotevenhungryatall,mymother

offeredmefoodIjustadvisedherthatwilleatlater,

MyphonebeepeditwasMvelo

Him:_hi"

Ismiledandtypeback"hi"

Him:I'moutside"

Ini!poppedmyeyeswhat?

Him:ItoldyouIwillseeyoutoday"Ilookedatmy

watchitwasafter19:00



Me:toughyouweretalkingaboutvideocall"

Him:woza...Stopdebatingwithme,Ijustdrove

for3hoursandI'mjetlagso...AishwozaSbahle

please"

Itookofmysleepwear,

putonmyabovethekneelongsleevegreydress

andsleepers,mybraidswereletloose,runningthe

stairsIlookedifmomwasaroundandluckilyshe

wasnotintheseatingroom,idashedtothedoor

openedandbreathoutloudasIwasabouttoreach

thegate,theguardsdidnotgiveMeanyhustle

thanksGod.

TheyopenedthegateformetomysurpriseMvelo

wasstandingbythegate,hesmiledatmeand

wavedatmetocomecloser,Istartedwalkingwith

hesitation,asIwaswalkingtowardshiminoticed

thathewaswearingalightgreytrackpantsand

greymatchingtopandAdidassneakers,wowI

guessGreyisthecolouroftheday.helookedso

HotInoticehiseyespiercingintomysoul,Ilooked

awayIjustcouldnothandletheintensityinhislook.



Him:hi

Hesmiled,andIsmiledbackandlookedaway

Me:hi,whatareyoudoinghere?“heengulfedme

onahugandwhisperedinmyear

Him:Icametoseeyou"

Me:thoughtyoustillintheUK"

Him:wellsurprise"

Igiggled.

Me:I’mnotsupposedtostandinthestreetwith

boysyouknow"

Helaughedandputhishandsonhispocket

Him:butI’mnotjustanyboy,I’myourfiancé"

HelovesAcknowledgingthathismyfiancéandit's

goingtobeworseoncewetietheknot

Me:still,mymomwillchopmyheadifshefinds

outIwasstandingonastreetwithmyfiancéwho

happenstobeaboy"

Helaughed



Him:youtotensewhat'sup"

Me:I’mnot,I’mjustnotusedtothis“

Him:“thereisstillalotIneedtoteachyouthen

“thewayhesaiditkindoffagavemetinglesonmy

spine,Hishiseyeswerepiecinginmyeyeshebit

hislowerlip,Ifeltasharpvibrationsinmybody,

Hemovedclosertome,Isteppedbackandhekept

onmovingcloser,tillIputmyhandonhischestto

stophim,

Me:whatareyoudoing?”

hischestfeltlikeabrickIcouldtellthathisripped

upIfelt,Iquicklymovedmyhandfromhischest,

heleanclosertomeheplaceshismouthonmyear

andhewhispered

“youaresobeautiful“andheblewairinmyear

andIsteppedaway,Ismiledathim.justwhenI

feltlittlebutterfliestinglingmeheunlockhisrange

Heopenedthepassengerdoorandlookedatme

Him :Idon’twanttogetyouintroublewithyour

mom,socanwegetawayfromhere"



Ilookedhim,anddidnotknowwhattodoitwas

late,hehandedhishandtome,myheartwas

jumpingsofast,Iwalkedtowardsthedoorand

snatchedthekeysfromhishand

Me:I'mdriving"

Him:nononno!youtryingtokillMelikethelast

time...Noletha"Ishookmyheadashechaiseme

aroundthecar

.

.
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Afterrunningfewlapsaroundthecar,hefinally

gaveinandjumpedintothepassengersitIwinked

athimandheshookhisheadlookingconfusedon

whatjusthappened,IjumpedinthecarIwasso

excisedIwasdrivingaRange,Iwastouching

everythingandadmiringthecar,everythinginhere

wastopnotchthiscarwaspimpedupImustadmit,

IlookedatmyselfinthemirrorandallalongMvelo

wasstaringatme

Me:what?

Helaughed

Him:willIeverhavecarthatIwillcallmyownonce

wemarried



Me:wellwhatyoursisminehubby“

Welaughed

Him:justdrivepleasebeforeIserveyouwith

prenuptialagreement“

IstatedthecarandIlookedathim

Me:sowheretoo?

Hepunchedinthenavigator,

Him:“followthewhiteladiesvoice“

Ibustoutandlaughed



Idroveoffandalongthewaywestatedtalking,I

feltaliveandIsmiledandlaughedMvelotoldme

abouthischildhoodlifeandhowhislifewas,he

saysthatmyhometownremindshimofthe

northernwestwherehegrewup,reallythisman

doesthatplaceevenhaveanocean?

Me:“soyouwerenotbornwithsilverspoon?“

Him:“Nop,IonlyknewaboutmyTrueidentity

whenIwas18th“

SohedidtellmeabouthiscallingandfranklyI

neverfounditasataboo,I’matypicalAfricangirl

fromZululandIknowthisthingsjustthatIhave

nevertooktimetofullyunderstandthem,butIcan

neversaythatyouevilordevilsworshiperifyou

haveanancestralcalling,Myfatherusedto

foreseethefutureandthatgiftwaspassedtrough



generations,IhavedreamsthatIbelievearepartof

communicationofsomethingthatisaboutto

happened,talkingaboutmydreamIlookedat

MveloanddebatedifIshouldtellhimaboutitor

not,“youhavearrivedatyourdestiny“thewhite

ladydisturbedmythought,

IparkedthecarwhenIarrivedatthedestinyI

lookedoutside

Me:sikuphi?“

itwasdevelopmentestate,newhouseswhere

beingbuilthere

him:“comeandsee“



Ijumpedoutofthecar,heheldmyhandandwe

walkedtooneofthehouses,thehouse was

complete,smelledofpaintandwoodtherewasno

furniturebutitwasbeautiful,therewassettingon

themiddleoftheroom,itwascandlelitdinner

rosepetals onthefloorandsilverleadscovering

what’severthatwasserved

Iheldmymouth,Ionlyseethisthingsinthe

movies,

Me:“oohmyGod“

Him:”youlikeit?“

Me:“whendidyougettimetodoallthis?“

Him:“I’mamanfullofsurprises,don’t

underestimateme“



Itwasindoorpicnickindofthing,rugandcushions

onthefloor

Me:“who’shouseisthis?“

Him:“youhavelotofquestions,comeletseat“

Heheldmyhandandmademesitdown

hesetdownoppositemeandlookedatme,hewas

abouttoopentheleadbutIstoppedhim

me:“imaletmetakeapicfirst“

hebustoutandlaughed,Itookpicsandpostedit,

caption–surprisedinnerfrommyking,myphone

startedbuzzinglikecrazy,yoothisvulturesare



respondingnow…

him:“youknowthatwhenwegetmarriedyouneed

tohaveahandler“

me:awhat?“

him:“aishIgiveupwithyou…youaretoorural“

Ihithimwithrosepetalsandhelaughed,foodwas

reallygood,itwasmostlymeat,pastriesand

grilledvegiesweateoverlightconversationand

laughs,andwowthechocolatemoosewasheaven

everyspoonfullIwilljustclosemyeyesandallow

ittomeltonmymouth

him:“Iwanttotellyousomething“Ilookedathim



me:“what“

hestoodupandscoopedmeup,

me:“uzongiwisaMvelo“

him:oohcomeonrelaxIgotyou“helookedinto

myeyesandIsmiled,Iplacedmyheadonhisneck

,wewalkedoutside

Thelasttimeamanevercarriedmewasmyfather,

helovedgivingmepiggybackridesandtobein

Mveloarmsrightnowjustmademereplaythose

dayswhenmylifewassosimple,honestfact

Mvelomakesmehappy,I’mlaughingalotandtalk

alotthisdays,hejustbroughtalotofchangein

mylife,theangerIusetocarryonmyshoulders



wasliftedoff.heplacedmeonthecarbonnetof

hiscarandheslideontopandlaidnexttomewe

watchedthestarswhileheplayedwithmyhand

him:“tellmesomething….Haveyoueverbeenin

love?“

Iturnedmyheadandlookedathim,

Me:“whydoyouask…“Iwasderailingthe

questionthatwhatIdowhenIdon’thaveananswer

orhavenocluehowtoanswerhisdirectquestions

Him:“lookI’mnoexpectinsuchthings…“

Me:“butyouhavelivedtoexperienceIt?“

Him:“wenottalkingaboutmeSbahle“



Me:“wellIam “hesetupstraightandraisedhis

eyebrow,hisirritatedIcouldtell

Him:“Sbahle!“

Me:“Mnguni“Isawhismouthcurvingintoaside

smile,Ienjoypushinghisbuttonslikethis,he

startedticklingme

Me:“no…mvelo“hewasontopofme

Him:“youknowthethingsyoudotome“a

volcanoirruptedinmystomachthisfeelingwas

back,everytimewhenhegetstocloseIhavethis

foreignfeeling,hisphonerangonmylaphegotof

meandslidenexttome

,hetookitoutthenameSlipoppeduponhis



screenhisbodytensedupIsensethathedebated

takingthecallbutreluctantlyansweredrunninghis

handsonhisface

Him:“hello“

Asmuchasitwillbeinterestingtoearsdropand

findingoutaboutwhoisthisSlipersoncallinghim

atthishour,IfeltitwillberightifIgivehimspace,

Itriedtoslideoffthecarbutheheldmeclose,

Him:“I’mnothomecallPam“

…

Him:“I’mnotdoingthiswithyourightnow!“

…



Him:“who’sfaultisthat?“

…

Him:“whatthefuck!!"

...

Him:stopusingemotionalblackmailitdoesnot

workonme“

hisvoicegavemeshivers…IthoughtIpissedhim

offbutthisSlipersonismakingmeseeasideof

thisguyIhaveneverseenbefore,hedroppedthe

callafterbackandfourthofshouting,Iwasstill

scoopedunderhishold,helookedatmewithhis

eyesred,heslidebackandpulledmetolayonhis

chest,hebreathoutloud,Iwantedtoaskhimwho



wasthatandwhatwasthecallabout,butwas

afraidofhisreaction

Him:“Ineedtotellyousomething“

Myheartskipabeat,hisheartisraisinghisabout

tohaveaheartattacktoo,Isetupstraightand

lookedathim.

Him:“what’swrong?“

IlookedathimandIcouldtellthathewas

strugglingtotellmethis,Ihadnodoubtinmy

mindthatithaseverythingtodowiththiscallhe

justhad,strangeenoughItkilledmetoseehim

lookthisstressed,hewaslaughingandgoofing

aroundwithmefewminutesagoandnowthereis

thiswedgethatisweighinghimdown,



Me:“pleasetalktome“

Him:“twomonthsbackIfoundoutthatIhada

child…adaughter“

Ibreathoutloud

Me:“Iknow…“hedidnothearme,hewas

ramblingandtalkingtofast,hewasnotmaking

anysense

Him:“IsweartogodIdidnotwanttokeepthis

fromyou,Iknowitwaswrongofmetodoso,

everytimewhenItriedtotellyouthewordscould

notcomeout…“

Me:“IknowMvelo…“



Him:Ilostthreeyearsinherlifebecauseher

motheractions,itwasselfishofmetokeepthis

fromyouIknow…itslikeIcontradictedmyselfby

sayingthatweshouldtelleachothereverythingbut

Iturnaroundandkeepstufffromyou…I’msorry“

Me:“Iunderstand…“hewasnotevenlisteningto

whatIwassayinghewastalkingwithhishands

andsuddenlyhestoppedandlookedatme

Him:“whatdidyousay?….”

Me:“IknowaboutZithele,“

“how?whotoldyou?....Instagram?“Ishookmy

head

Me:“Zoebityoutoit,shemademepromisethatI

don’tconfrontyouaboutitandyouwilltellme



whenyouready“

Him:“howlonghaveyouknown“

Me:“eversincethefirstdayImeetyou“|

Him:“shit…I'msorryfornottellingyou“

Me:“Iunderstand…“

therewasamomentofsilencewelaidthereinthe

carbonnetlookingatthestars,hewaslostinhis

ownthoughtssowasI,IneverthoughtthatIwillbe

astepmotherattheageof18,whichmademe

havemultiplequestionsaboutThisunknown

womanwouldshebetheprimarycaregivertohis

baby?shewouldalwaysbeinthislittlegirl’slife

andmoreimportantly,shewouldalwaysbeapart

ofMvelolife.Asselfishasitsounds,thisstranger



wassuddenlymoreimportantthanmetheycreated

alifewithMvelo,theyhadabondtogether,Partof

mealsoworriedthattheymightendupina

romanticrelationshiptogetherimeanTheyslept

togethernotoncenottwiceamultipletimesuntil

theyconceivedababyandnowthattheywere

parentingachildtogether,whatwouldstopthem

fromgettingsexualagain?…ifTheyaren’talready

inone...ohgodwhathaveIgottenmyselfinto

.

.
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I'mbitingonmylipandmythoughtarebouncingup



anddownliketennisball,I’mstuckinmyheard

nothingseemstomakesense…youknowPeople

getstuckintheirheadsallthetime–someofus

morethanothers.Althoughit’slovelytoponderlife

andinquisitiveaboutthesituationathand,ikeep

askingmyselfwhatkindofgameisheplaying?are

theyfightingbecauseofme?whydidshekeepthe

babyfromhim?isheinlovewithher?Whyisthis

happeningnowwhenIfeelsomekindofaway

abouthim.Isthereanus?Willtherebeanusinthe

future?orwejustgoingremainastwopeoplein

thearrangedUnion...question…question…no

answertothemall.

MaybeIshouldhearhimoutmaybehewillanswer

myquestion,oohGodthereisthisotherfactoror

issueofhim havingachildwithanotherwomen,

IthoughtIwasreadyforthisbutI'mIreally?What

amIsayingitsnotuptomeoruswearearranged

weaporninthealdersgame,theyneedmyeggto

growhisbloodline.



WillhischildblamemefortherestofherlifeI'm

thecausethatherparentarenottogether,shewill

neverbewithbothofherparentsunderthesame

roofandwhilethat’snotallthatrare,thissituation

isparticularlystrangeandheatbraking,Iknowthis

forfactfromexperience,Ihatedmyunclefor

takingovermyfather'shouseaftermyfatherdied,

sohowwillMvelobabyactaroundmewhenthe

truthcomesoutthatIbrokeupherparents...is

Thishistoryrepeatingitself?,

OohGodandworsepartisthatherparentswould

beonfriendlytermsandshemightstrugglewith

knowingthatshewasn’tparticularlyconceivedout

ofloveorwasshe?.Howwouldthischildviewher

parentalsituationwhensheisoldenoughto

understand?Wasitonenightofstupidityorwasit

passionatelovemakingthatmadeher?

Me:“whoisSli?"IknewtheanswertothatbutI

wantedtoconfirmmysuspicious,

Ifinallyaskedmyvoicewasbarelyaudible



Heliftedhisupperbodyandrestedhiselbowonthe

carwindowandhisheadonhishandhelookedat

meforalongtime,hiseyesglowthistimeIfelt

somethinginme,Ifeltaneedtobewithhim my

stomachdidbackflipsandIfeltawaveof

unknownfeeling,hislookmademehaveshort

breathmyheartbeatingbecameabnormal,my

motherwarnedmeaboutthis

“whenyoufeelityouwillknow“

Ithenknewthatimscrewed,IhavefallenforMvelo

,hisflawshisimperfectiondidnotmeanazilchin

meanymore,heloweredhisfacetomineIbreath

inherbreathIfeltthetimestoppingorwasitmy

heart.

Him:Sheisthemotherofmychild"

Me:girlfriend?"_

Him:No..."hebreathoutloud

“canwenottalkaboutthis...Nottodayplease"

herubbedhisnoseonmine,Ipushedhimoffme,

aminuteagoweweregoingaboutourbusiness,



happilyinyourrelationship,whensuddenlythere's

thisissueathand...itstatedtoshifteverything,

Maybeit'ssomethinghedon’twanttosay—orthe

wayhisavoidingit—butthere'salittletickleinthe

backofmymindthatsayssomething'soff.my

instinct,maybeitsmysubconsciousissettingoff

alarmbellsthathisbeingnottotallyforthcoming.I

haveneverbeeninsituationlikethis ,I’mnotsure

ifIshouldoverridemygutfeelingormaybeI’m

beingparanoid,whichiswhyI’maskingmyself

whatelseishehidingfromme,ifeltmythroat

gettingdryIwantedtogetawayfromhim,Ineed

hiscarkeys....IwalkedbacktothehouseIset

down,Itookappletiseranddrankfromthebottle

whatdoeshemeanwemustnottalkaboutthisnot

now...?

theproblemisthatthemajorityofmythoughtsare

notsoupbeattheydon'thavetheanswersIseek.

WhenI'minamind-wanderingmode/“inmyhead"_,

thoughtsusuallyturntothebrain’sdefaultmode

network,whichmeansthatthebrainliterally



defaultstothiskindofworry-basedofthinkingtoo

much,yesIknowaboutmyconditionIspendyears

inatherapistroomtocatchuponfastonthe

medicalteams,andI'minthatstateagainwhenI

feelnumb

Him:“Awanderingmindisanunhappymind.”he

soundedfarbutyetnearIwantedtoanswerhim

butthevoicesonmyheadmademeclosemy

mouth

Him:Sbahlecomebacktome"Ilookedathimhe

wassittingnexttome,hisworried,

Me:I'msorry"Irememberedimlookingforkeys,i

wasnotplanningontalkinganyfurtherheremained

sitedandlookedatme.

Him:Sbahle...talktomeplease"

Me:"Mveloyousaidyoudon'tfeelliketalkingnow

soI'mgivingyoutime"

,IgotlotofquestionsbutI'mafraidoftheanswersI

willget,yesIknewabouthisdaughterbutnever

thoughtthemotherisinthepictureyetalonethey

communicate,thisfeelslikealovetriangle,whatI



amevensayinghedon'tlovemehetoleratesme

becausewillspendyearstogetherbecauseofthis

marriagebutnowwhatmustIdowiththisfeelingsI

haveforhim,hesnakedhishandaroundmywaist,

andpulledmetositinbetweenhislegs

Him:I'mrightherewithyou,don'tallowyourmind

towanderoff...ReasonIdon'twanttotalkabout

herisbecausesheIsmypastbutsheisinmylife

becausesheisZeemother,myrelationshipwith

heriscomplicatedokwamanje,asyouheardfor

yourself"_

hepulledmetohimandIrestedmyheadonhis

chestIlovehowhistouchmakesmerelax

Him:IhaveapastSbahle,likeanyotherguy,my

mistakemademethemanIamtoday,I'mnot

perfectmostprobablyfarfrombeingperfect..."_

Me:areyouinlovewithher?"_

Hebreathoutloud

Him:Fatehadn’tbeenkindtome.Forsolong,being



inrelationshipwasanunrequitedfeeling,an

unreturnedtextandanunresolvedending...Love

wasaone-sidedfightagainsttheoverwhelming

oddsthatIwouldeventuallylose.Lovewasme

tryinginvaintoholdontoarelationshipthatwas

pastthepointofsaving....

Andsoaftermanybittertearsandheartbreaking

experience,Iwantedawayout.Iwascontentbeing

bymyself.Ithoughtiflovewasn’tmeantforme,

maybeIshouldn’tfightagainstit.Istartedtobemy

owncompanyinsteadofyearningtofindsomeone.

Islowlylearnedtobeokaywithmyselfinsteadof

needingsomeonetobethereforme.Iwasmore

concernedwithguardingmyheartandnotgetting

hurtthananythingelse...."

Me:yousoundbroken"

Him:Iwas...UntilImeetmydaughter,

Sheturnedmyworldupsidedownandblewmy

mindinthemostunexpectedway..."

Him:sheistheinnocentsoul,shedidnotchoose

tobebornintheworldwherepeoplefight,hateand



useherforthereownpersonalgain"

Hebreathoutloud

Him:Ivowtoprotectherfromallofthat,Ibelieve

thatifshehasmyheartitwillbesafewithher

becauseshehadneverexperienceheartbreak..."I

wipedmytearsthatwassosweet

HeturnedMearoundtolookathim

Him:haveyoueverfallinlove?"

Thisquestionagain,Ilookedathimandshookmy

headNo

Him:Zithetheloistoyoungtosafeguardmyheart

butsinceyouinnocentandpurelikehermyyou

safeguarditforme"

Iburiedmyfaceinhischest,oohLordwhyishe

doingthistome

Him:Ndlonkulu"

Me:mmm"

Him:willyoudothatforme?“

Me:I'mscared..."



Him;imscaredtobutitrustyou,itrustthepeople

whosacrificetheirlivesforustomeet,myfather

wentonsuicidalmissiondumpingmeandsisteron

thesideoftheroadtosurvive.Yourfatherallowed

anotherliontodoatakeoverinhispride,

challengesyouwentthroughpreparedyouforaguy

likeme,I’msogladandrelievedthatmypathhad

beenleadinguptomeetingyouandfallinginlove

withyou.Thepastlessonswerepainfulyettimely

toteachmewhatIneedtoknowsothatIcanbethe

bestversionofmyselfbeforeIcouldloveyou.I

knowhowrightweareforeachotherbecauseI

knowwhatitwaslikebeingwiththewrongone.I

feelblessedeverydaytobewiththepersonthatI

didn’tdaretodreamIwouldmeet...shewas

chosenforme,butIsoonrealisedshewasa

missingpuzzleinmylife"_

Ilookedathim,andtomysurprisehiseyestoldMe

thathemeanteverywordhejustsaid,heranhis

handsonmyface

Him:

I'mnotanaffectionatetypethosewhohappenedto



beinmylifetheymaytellyouhowmuchofjerkI

amandyoujustshavedoffmymane"_

Ilaughed,AmIreadyforthis?Hismyfirst

boyfriendandIdon'tknowshitorrulesof

engagement,howwillthisworkhiseyeswerestill

lookingatme,theyglowinthedark,Ifeltmybody

heatingupandmystomachturningintoknots,he

wasbreathingonmyfaceandheistoclosehis

nosetouchedmine

Him:“I’mgoingtokissyounowok“hesaidjust

fewinchesfrommymouthandbeforeIcould

protestandrunforthehill,felthislipsonmine

Me:Idon'tknowhowto..."Isaidsoftly,Hesmiled

andgentlesuckmybottomlip,itfeltgoodhetook

theleadtoexploremymouthSucking,leakingand

moaning,Istartedfeelingveryfunny

Mybodywasonanadrenalinerushmyheartrate

definitelyspeedingupoohGodI'mhavingaheart

attack,Isuddenlycouldnotbreathmybreathing



patternwasgettingheavierandlouderoohgoddidI

moan,hepulledoutslowlypackedmylipandnose,

Icatchmybreathandheldmychest

Him:Don’tworry,you’renotdying,it’sjustthe

excitementandnervesyourbodyisfeelingwhen

ourlipsmeet.It’sagoodfeeling,sodon’tpanic.

Enjoytheadrenalineandalloftheweirdthings

goingoninyourbody,"

Ilookedathim,andblushedIjustkissedboy...

AndIlikeit,hepulledmetohisarms

Him:youjusthadyourfirstkiss...withyour

husband..."

Ilookedathimandwechuckled

Him;_

IloveyouSbahleBhengu...”

.

.

.

Tobecontinued***



.

.

I’mgoingtobeverybusyguysthisweekendIneed

toeditandaddthisbookinvisionarywriting,Ialso

needtoattendtoBreakThroughTearsofman…

andwritefewinsetthatside…illbebackthisside

onSunday…Ihopeitlongenough.

.

.

LoveadminAyanda.K

chapter21

.

unedited

Sbahle***



Iheadthedooropeningshestoodbythedoor,I

heardherheavybreathing

Her:Sbahle...yakhohlwathatIwasonceyourage"

Ifakedyawnwhichturnedintobearealyawn,

Me:morningmakaSbahle"

Her:wherewereyoulastnight?"

Me:ma?"Irubbedmyeyes

Her:Iknowyouwerenotherelastnight...“

Me:aybongingayaphiebusuku,wadlalangami?"



ShelookedatmeforalongesttimeImadesuremy

bedcovers,coveredmybodyonlyshowedmyface

Her:thesunisup,gotakeabathandhelpmewith

breakfast"

Ifrownedandlookedather

Me:don'twehavemaidstodothat"

Her:I'mawifebeforeI'mamqueengirlyandthe

kitchenismyplace...Awuvuke"

DoesthiswomenknowhowsleepyIambakithi

Her:andifyougoingtosneakoutofthehousemy

girltrytotheevidencesoyouwillnotgetcaught"



Ilookedatherallpuzzled

Her'nobodysleepswithuggsleepers,vujaandgo

takebathandtellmeukuthiuphumaphi"

Idroppedmymouthlookingatmyshoes,fuckI

can'tevenhideevidencethatIwasnothome,

ShewalkedoutlaughingwhileIjusthitmy

forehead,Iliftedthebedcoversandbreathoutloud,

Iranmyhandsinmymouthandsmiled,Mveloand

ispendthewholenighttalking,kissingandjust

beingIourfeeling,IcannotbelieveIfellinlove

whenIwasjust18,andIwillneverforgetthe

momentithappened,myfeelingbecamestrongerin

thatnewdevelopmenthousewhereitallstartedas

surprisedinnerdatetoromanticnightthatiwill

foreverreplayinmyheartandhead,afterhetold

mehowhefeelsaboutme,Icouldnothelpbutto

seethathisgenuineaboutthis,Istillhavemydoubt

abouthimbutlastnightIletmyguarddownand



followedmyheart,wewereeatingandkissingand

tracingthelinesoneachother'spalms—talking

aboutthefuture,aboutcollege,aboutallofthe

unknowns...hehaseverythingplanoutwhich

scaresmebecauseIhavelearnedthatplanscan

havethemostunexpectedshift.Whatwill

happenedthenwhenyouonlyhaveplanAandno

backup.

hewillsometimesstoplookatmeandsqueezeme

toahug,hehassaidhelovemesomanytimes

thatIlostcount

,him:"Evenifonedayyouregrettobeinmylife

andthinkingofleavingme"

he'dtoldme,armstangledaroundmywaist,

Him"IhopeIgettoshakethehandofthemangave

youlifebecausehiscreationisagemindeed"



AsmuchasIhaveleftshugepartof

disappointmentinmeaboutus.Abouthimatthat

momentthatstatementwas.Justbullshit,thisman

beforemeismyhusbandandIplantobewithhim,

wepassedoutineachothersarmsandwaswoken

uphisheavybreathinghewasindeepsleepbutthe

dreamhewasinwasmakinghimshakeandgrind

histeeth,Ishookhimsoftlyhiseyeslazyopenand

hesmiledwhenhesawmeandkissedmyforehead

,itwasalreadymorningandtherewasnotimeto

lookstmydreamyinfrontofme,Ihadtogoback

home,

Him:I'mgoingtomissyou"

Me:I'llmissyoutonowletmegobeforeIgetinto

trouble"

Wekissedforthelongesttime,leavingmepanting



outofbreath..

Him:Iloveyou"

Me:Iloveyoutoo...'Histeetharemyweaknessfor

amanwhoneversmileorlaughhisfaecomesto

lifewhendisplayhisteeth,Itip-toedintomyliving

room,thecoastwassafe,sneakedinsideIknew

momwasgoingtocheckuponmeitwasalready

after5h00

soIjumpedinthebedandcoversmyself,soyes

FAMIspendnightwithamananditwasso

magical..

AftertakingabathIlookedatmyselfinthemirror,

ranmyfingersonmymouthandsmiled

"IwishIcanjuststayinyourlips,mmmsthandwa



samiungiqabulakamunandi"Igiggleandand

walkedoutitsofficialMveloismynewdrug

"youknowtheyjusttoldmethatitsGoldandwhite

"IwalkedinthekitchenminuteslaterMomwas

speakingtooneofmyaunts"Thabi"shethe

sweetestandveryclosewithmom,Momisstill

upsetthatVeli(Mvelo'sAunt)ishandling

everythingonherown,Ihavenocluehowthe

weddingdresslookslikebutZoetoldmethatshe

thebesteventorganizerever

Me:makasbahlestopworrying"

Her:sbahleitsyourweddingIhaveto...Yourin

lawsarenotinvolvingusonebit"

AuntT:akathumelingishiesisodwaisithombelesi

"_



Mom:andaweekfromnowmyBbywillbewalking

downtheisle"

'"_awusazesavelelwaulomshadobo!!youwake

upyouhearaboutit,yousleepyizolezo,kanti

kiyaqalayiniukushadaleykhaya!!!'

Mom:awusawubonama....Siyaxolisa"__

Thebitterqueenmotherwalkin,shehatesourguts

butsheisalwaysinmyfathershouseeatingour

food,shelookedatme,

Her:awusabulisimanje"

Me:sawubonaNdlovukazi"

Her:aishthisthingofyosnontombicanteven



greetmewithrespect,nxayisuka..."

Iopenedmymouthbutlookedatmymom,she

shookherhead,

,IabsolutelyhatemygrandmotherandIwantherto

eithergotoanursinghomeordie...OhGodIwas

onbettermoodfewminutesbackbutthemoment

thatwomenopenshermouthooohIfeltmyblood

gettinghot,feellikeahorriblepersonforfelling

likethisandIknowmyfatherisprobablyrollingon

hisgraverightbowbutIhavetoventbeforeIfreak

outandsayanddosomethingIshouldn't.Ihatemy

grandmother.There,Isaidit.She'sthemost

repellentpersonI'veeverknownandIfeellikeI'm

wastingmyenergybygivingheranyattention.

Me:mayIpleasebeexcused"

Momnodded,Irantomyroombangedthedoor



.

Trey***

ItsmorningWaititsafternoonandIfoundmyuncle

standingbythewindow,Imusthadhave2

secondsofsleep,becauseIstillfeeltiredIdidn't

evenmakeittomybedroomIjustpassedouton

thecoach.DrivingfromSbahlehousewasbedidea

butIhadtobehometospendsometimewithZee

AflashbackofdreamIhadmadesitandthinkof

whatitmeant

itgotmeworried,Ican'tshakethefeelingthat

Sbahlelifeisindanger

Him:youlooklikeyouhaveseenaghost



Me:“aishJustadreamIhad"Iranmyhandson

myface"

Him:mmmm

Him:whatyoudoinghere?"_

Him:business...Howwasyournightwithyour

wife"

Ismiled,replayinglastnightevents,Isetup

straight

Me:Haveyoueverfeltanoverwhelmingsenseof

familiarityandjoyuponmeetingsomeone?"

Hejustfoldedhisarmsandlookedatme



Me:itfeltshewassomeonefrommypastlifeifelt

connectedwithherspirit

Ifinallyfeelunderstoodfullyandcompletely.Ifeel

likeIcanbemygoofballselfaroundher,andshe

won’tjudgeme.Infactsheembraceandacceptme

unconditionally.Ifeeltotallycomfortedand

completelookingintohereyesasifsitsmeandher

areoneandthesamelikeihaveconnectedwith

hersoultothecore."

Him:OKloverboyIgetyou...IfIknewyouwillbe

thisdetailedIwouldn'thaveasked"

Welaughed

Him:arethoseperhapsyourweddingvows??'



Irolledmyeyesathimandhechuckled,Iwalkedto

myroomtookshowerSbahlelaugherfilledthe

roomandthemoststrangestthinghappensinthe

shower.Thewaterstartedacirclemovementand

notgoingdownthedrain,IknewgogoNdoniwants

totellmesomething,IthennoticeSbahlestanding

onthecliffshelookedatmeandsmiledandshe

jumpeddownIranafterherandsawabigwaveof

waterthatlooklikeherface...

whenIcameoutfromthebathroomIsetonmybed

,thevisionwasnotclear....Itconfusedmelikethe

dreamihadthismorning,IneedtoSeemama

todayshemightsharesomelight,afterdressingup

Ifoundmyunclereadingsomedocuments,hehad

afrownonhisface

Me:what'sup?"_

Him:“dutycallsIneedyouhelpmewiththiscase

“



Hepointedafileatthetable

Me:“imonleave,planningaweddingandneedto

spendtimewithmydaughter.Sothisneedtowait

tillIgetmarried"

Him:“itsmoreofyourleague,embalmment,

Froudecorruptionyouknowallthatjezzanda

wholelotoftaxmoneythatnotpaid“

Me:shit!"_Icouldnotsaynotothat.Businesslaw

wasmyspeciality,

Irubbedmyhandstogetherallexcitement

Me:“whoareputtingaway…“



Him:“yourfatherinlaw“

Idroppedmymouthasinwhatthefuck

Him:“Iknewtherewassomethingdodgyabout

him"_

Me:soyoudecidetodigupdirt"

Him:itsomethingthatBanzisaidthatgotme

thinking"

Ilookedsthim

Him:hisaccountistooclean...whichmeanshis

hidingsomething"

Me:“thereismoretothisthenwhatyoutellingme



“Ilookedathim

Him:“ofcausethereis,butthatnotyourbusiness,

findloopwholeandtakehimdown…“

Me:“ahhmalumeIkindaofpromisedZeethatI…

“

Him:“ItrustyouwithTrey...Ifontwantthatman

tobepartofofourfamily,hisrainandsnow...'

Hestooduptookhiscarkeys

Him:hisplanningsomethingandyourwifemaybe

aporninhisgameIdon’twanttospillanyblood

becauseyourconscious...youinthebigleague

nowactlikealionthatyouare"__



Inodded....

.

.

.tobecontinued...

Chapter22

.

***noteditedatall****

Chapter22****

4daybeforethewedding

Trey***



MyweddingdayisapproachingandI'mballof

nerves.I'moneminutehappyandthenextI

questionmyselfifIdeserveapersonlikeSbahle,I

havebeentobusytogobyherhouseandvisither

andtobehonestImissherlikecrazy,wetextand

calleachotherbutitsjustnotthesame.AndnowI

canonlyseeheronourweddingdaysincesheis

under24hrslockdown.

Ireallylovesbahleherherphysicalappearancedo

notmatchherwornsoul,sheisthemistbeautiful

girlIhaveeverseen,mytypeaswellthickthighs,

smalltummyandbigassisabonus,yoosheisso

sexy..Infectshethefullpackagetome,butnot

onceIhaveeverlustedoverher,Ilikethedeep

connectionIhavewithher,wetalkandsheisgood

listeneranddahmsmarttooheradvisearealways

spoton,sheputsmeinmyplaceallthetime,she

ismaturedforherageandherwormnatureand

strongcourageoussidemakesmeseeheasa

fighter,shenopushover,sheisjustunique...



ShootmeforsayingthisagainIdon'tcare"Ifuckin

lovethatgirl"sheisthatspecial

Someonewhojustwalkedinmylifeandsweeps

meaway.ThenormalIonceknownisnolongerthe

sameasitusedtobe,Thingsstartedchanging

andIdidn'trealizewhenitactuallydid,butnotice

howperfectthechangehasbeen.Myfamilyand

friendslookatmeallamazedandarehappyabout

thischangeinme.Iwonderhowcansomeoneso

young,soInnocenthavesuchaneffectinme

Someonewhowasnotevenpresent,leaveaside

beingcalledastranger.Someonewho'sonesight

justfilledmymindwithhappythoughts,sheisthat

someonewho'spresencemakesmenervousand

happyatthesametime.Evenwhensheissofar

awayherpresenceistillcanfeel,Ismiledandsent

heratexttellingherI'mthinkingaboutherplace

myphoneasidebecauseIknowshenotthetype

whowalkedaroundwithaphoneonherhands,yep

mygirlisantisocialLikethat



"I'msorryI'mlate,hadtodropthekids..."

Hestoppedlookedatmeandclickedhistongue

Him:whatthefuckamIapologizingfor?you

disturbedmeonmyweekendgetawaywithmy

familyMnguni!"

Ilaughed,IwasinPretoriaonbusinessandKevin

isbusymantoscoreameetingwith,Ihavebeen

runningafterhimfordaysnow,andhestilltellsme

shitbutI'mgladhecouldmakeit

Me:MrSmithI'mreallysorrybutiwon'thavecalled

ifitwasnotimportant"



Him:hayfutsek...addressmebymynameI'mnot

inasuite"

Ilaughedandcalledthewaitertotakeourdrinks

,whilehandedhimmyproposition.

KevinSmithisMarriedtoZoeAuntandhetheshark

intheCourtroom,hisfirmissmallbutbiginprofile,

hisfirmneverloosesacaseandheonlydealswith

highprofilecases,sohighcoatishissecondhome

basically

Him:thisisserious."helookedatmyproposal

andwhistledandlookedatme

Him:whatmustIdowithit"

Me:puthimdown...Foralongtime"



Hesetbackandlookedatme,

Him:whyyounotdoingit.clearlyyouhave

everythingtotakehimdown"

Me:hismyfatherinlaw..."

Hetookasiponhisdrink,

Wellitwasnothardincollectionevidencetotake

downBhengu,themanisjustcarelessandleftlot

ofbreadcrumps,somyPIfoundourmorethenI

waslookingforandTakinghim downwillbelike

takingcandyfromababy,tobehonesttheguy

nevercovershistracksbutIfeelsorryfortheguys

thatareconnectedtohimbecausetheygoingdown

withhimalso

Him:thisarehighprofilepeople"



Me:itsmoreofkindofathing..."

Ihavecompiledevidencethatwilltakehimdown

forlongtime,Iwasplanningonlookinghiminthe

eyewhenIdoitbutitwillbeconflictofpersonal

interestsoanotherfirmmustdotheHorner's

Him:whatinforyou"

Beinginthelegalfieldhavemadeunderstandthat

favoursaredoneformoreofapersonalgain.My

unclewasrightwhenhesaidIneedactlikealion

soI'mplaningahostiletakeoverofKevinfirmnot

nowthoughbutinfewyearstime.Ilikehowhe

worksandtheDurbanbranchismissingthat...soI

needhimaspartner.

Me:Kevincomeonwepracticalityfamilywhy

wouldyouthinkofthat"



MypokerfacedidnotgivehimanyideasbutIknow

thathewillwilldoaninvestigationonme,but

bummerforhimI'llbeintheUK...herelaxedabit

andstartedtalkingbusiness...Andhefinally

agreed...

Me:nicedoingbusinesswithyou"

Him:likewise"hetookthefileandhisphoneafter

shakingmyhand,hestoppedandlookedatme

Him:I'mgoingtokeepacloseeyeonyouMnguni"

Me:Iexpectyoutodojustthat"heshookhishead

andwalkedout,

"onedown..."



Isentatexttomyuncle

Him:good...Youknowwhattodonextright"

Me:I'monit"_

IgotinmycarafterIlefttherestaurantmyphone

ringedandconnectedtotheBluetooth

"Trevoryou...YoutookmychildtoNgonyameni

Village...Withouttellingme!!!"

Me:Idon'trepottoyouaboutmybaby"

Her:youknowthatI'mbackintownandyoudecide

toshipmychildacrossthecountry!!!"



Me:wellwedon'trevolvearoundyourbusy

schedulesli,doyourspeechorwhateverstandup

shiyyoudoandstopblowingupmyphoneasifI

owyousomething"shestatedcryingshitnotthis

againIjustdroppedthephone

.

.

.

Sbahle****

ThisdaysIwokeupwithdistortedthoughtIhavea

badfeeling,butthatmostlyhappenswhenmystep

fatherisaround,itseasyforMvelotosayI'mmust

forgivehimfortreatingmymomthewayhedo.But

Ijustcan'tfindpeaceinit...I'msplitintomillion



peacesthinkingabouthowwillileavehappywith

Mvelowhileleavingmymomalonewiththis

monster...Thisdayshehasbeenhavingnumerous

oneononemeetingwiththeevilQueenmotherand

spendsmostofhisnightinherhouseIshouldbe

relivedthatIdonotgettoseehimbutthishagof

womenisalwaysonmycasethatI'mthisclosein

stranglingher.

Sheasksquestionsalldaylong,usuallythesame

typesofquestionswherepeoplemyin-lawswork,

wherethosetheMngunigetsomuchmoney?even

thoughthere'sisgoogleandallthatjazzshestill

willsaythathisthuginsuite,

IfeellikeI'dhavemorepeacearounda4yearold

thanher,Shesoquicktotalkaboutdisrespectand

thatshewill"smackme"WhenIleaveherhanging,

callingmenamesissomethingihavecameto

arcustomto,Shedoesnothingbutsleep,shoutand

swearatmeandmymotherallday,butwhenI



sleepduringthedayaftergettingawayfromaday

ofhumiliationshe'llcomplainabouthowI'mlazy

andthattheMngunimustreplacemewithbeautiful

,hardworkingsmartgirlreferringtoherdaughterI

presume.

LatelyShe'snosyasfuck.Youliterallycan'tgo

fromroomtoroomwithoutheraskingyouwhat

you'redoing.IfIeatsomething,she'llsitthereand

watchmeandmakecommentsaboutit.Ihave

decidednottoeataroundherunlesssomeoneelse

istheretoobecauseIknowshe'llstare.IfIgo

upstairsforanyreason,she'llstandatthebottom

ofthestairsandcallmedowntoaskmewhatI'm

doing...shecalledmewicketandthatIhavebad

heartbecauseIhardlytalktoheroranyoneelse,

"ukhohlakelenjenGOnyokowena...Nxa"

honestlyifthiswasanyotherhouseholdIwould

havelongkilledher.OrranawaybutIstayforthe



sakeofmymom,butI'mgladthismarriedcameit

myonlyescape,

"youcannotstartyournewlifewithsuchheart

Sbahlalearntoforgiveandforget"oohmypoor

mothersheissonaivebakithi,forgive

kanjaniifthiswomenisprovokingmeEveytime

shegets

"wecountingdownthedays..Kubamnyama

kakhuluumasekuzokhanya...bekezelamntanami

...andPray"mymomwillcomfortmewheni

struggletogetofthebedtofacetheworld

Idon’tbelievethatmyhappinessliesinsomeone’s

handbutIneedtogooutthereandmakemyown

happiness,You'veprobablyheardquoteslike

"happinessisachoice"or"ifyouwanttobehappy,

be"or"peopleareashappyastheymakeuptheir



mindstobe.”Intheory,thesequotescomefroma

goodplace.They'remeanttohighlightthenotion

that,thoughyoudon'talwayshavecontrolofyour

circumstances,youhavecontroloverhowyoufeel.

ButhowdoIexactlyfeel?IhatebeingBhengu...

ItsjustanamethatIwillneverholdwithhorner

...behindclosedoorsI'mconstantlyabusedandI

mustendureitall,becauseI'mprincessIneedto

smileandwavelikeI'mleavingtheperfectlife..

Iturnedaroundandlookedatthetimeitwas40min

after4inthemorning,seemedlikeIneversleptat

alltobefrankwithyallIdidn’tsleepatall,Itook

quickshowerjumpedintomyblacklongredskirt

matchingredcroptopthathasahoody,whitecap

andredkicks,tookmydiaryandbackpack,my

intentionwastosneakoutformorningrideonmy

bikebutIsuddenlyfeltmyheartbeatingabnormally

fastasiheadfootstepscomingmywayIranto

thepantryandclosedthedoor



.IfeellikeI'mdevelopinganxietyfrombeingaround

her.IfIhearhercoming,Igetnauseous.I'mafraid

towalkbacktomyroombecauseIknowshe'll

startinterrogatingmyeverystep

Her:thispeopledonotneedtomarrythisgirl...she

notworthytobeQueen"

Malevoice:butNwabisauseceliwenje"

Her:I'lldealwiththatminangithi...washada

loyanondidwaimfeneizihambaeminiandwenayou

willlosealot"

Malevoice:thatmarriagewillnotlast,Nwabisa

willbeaMnguniwifeillmakesureofthat"

Her:idon'twantittohappenedUyezwa!!,you

bettermakesureofthat,ungakhohlwathatI



sacrificealotforyoutogetthethronetimetopay

backBhengu"

Iheldmymouthinshock"oohmyGod

.

.

youknowwhattodo....

chapter23

.

****noteditedatall****

Sli****

IwasmadangryinfactIhatedevercrossingpaths

withTrey,hissuchbullyandusespoweroverme,

sowhatwasInowtohim?anotherwomenwho

carriedandmotheredhischild,howdidwegetto

thispointhowdiditallfalldown,



"oohmyGodyoustillhere...Didn'ttheytellyou

thatthekidsaregone"shesaidsteppingoutofher

house,Iwassoemotionalwhenthehousekeeper

toldmethatthekidsleftwithMzamothismorning

theyweregoingtothevillage,sinceTreyisgetting

marriedonfewdaystime,soI'mnotallowedtosee

mychildbecausehisgettingmarried.

Iwipedmyteas,andlookedathershestilllook

beautiful,butverysicklyshewasskinnywithdark

circlesaroundhereyesandherboneswereclearly

visibleonherface.

Istoodupfromherstoop,anddustedmyself

Me:I'msorry"

Shecoughed,slowlywalkedtoarockingstool,she

wasinbadshapeImustadmit,Ifeltsorryforher



shame.

Her:staringwillnotgiveyoutheanswersofmy

illnessMsZwane'

Ilookeddown"I'msorry"

Her:whatdoyouwantfrommybrother?"Iwas

abouttoleaveherpremises,Pamhatesmethat's

nolie,tooherI'mjustasugarmamathat'sruining

herlittlebrotherslife,

Istoppedwalkingthisistheonequestionsheask

methatI'munabletoanswer,

Me:excuseme?"

Her:asyoucanseeI'mreallysickandrepeating



myselfwilljustmakememoreweak"

EvenonherstatePamstillactslikeabitch,

Me:wehaveachildtogether..."

Her:Idon'tgivearatshitaboutthatanddon'tget

mewrongIlovemynieceI'mnotaskingabouther

I'maskingyouukuthiumfunaniumfowethu"

Me:nothing...Wenottogetheranymore"thatwas

bittersweet,I'mIreallyoverwithtrey?orI'mjust

tryingtoconvinceher,?Ourrelationshipiskepta

secretanywat,

Shelaughed,OKnowIseewhyeveryonesaysthat

ZithelolookslikePam,shelaughedlikeher,her

twodimplesjustcameouttoplay,thewayshe

raisehershoulderwhenshelaugheditwhatZee



doesaswell

Her:youweregivenoneinstructionpertainingmy

niecejustone"ZitheloiswithPam,callPamifyou

needtoseeherortalktoher...imoutoftownon

business"thatwastheSMShesenttoyou,wena

whatdidyoudo...Callhimeveryday,everynight...

Haybomamawhatwereyoudoing?"

Me:PamhowcanItalktoyouwhenyouclearly

haveshowedmeandtoldmeyoudonotlikeme"

Her:andyourightaboutthatIdonotlikeyou,but

I'mmotherandwhenachildisinvolvedIputmy

differencesasidewiththeotherparent"

Me:I'msorryIdidn'tknow"

Shelookedstme



Her:foranolderwomenyoushureactdumphow

oldareyou31-32yearsoldandalreadyyoudonot

think,youtoquicktoactlikeavictimthinkingthat

TreyFamilydoesnotlikeyou,youforgetthatyou

themotherofhischild...thatalonehadmadeyou

family,ButyoutooemotionallyinvestedinTrey

andyouforgotwhatmadeyoustepfootinour

home...wawuzobikaumtana..."

Me:IthinkIshouldleave"

ShewastalkingoutofcontentnowandIwasnot

abouttogetinafightwithasickperson"_

Her:yiniiqinisoliyababa?

Me:whathaveieverdonetoyouPamtotreatme

thisway..."_



Her:let'ssee5yearsagoyoucalledmybrothera

witchfortellingyouTruthaboutyoudeadhusband

,youdidn'tstopthereyoutoldhimhiscursedfor

havingacallingandyoucalledhimallsortofname

evenblamedhimforkillingyourprecioushusband

anddestroyingyourlife,whatyoudidafterthatyou

turnaroundandopenedyouroldlegsforhim

withoutusingprotection,youtraphimwithababy,

insteadoftellinghimtheminuteyoufoundoutyou

pregnantyouhiditfromhimandcamebackwitha

babywhenshewasThreeyearsold,whenhetold

youhehadmovedonyouusinghisbabytoget

beckinbedwithhim...soyouoldenoughtoaskme

whyIdon'tlikeyou?"

Icouldnotsayawordtohermytearsjust

continuedyorushdownonmycheeks

Her:IwillneverhateyoubutIhatethewayyouact

aroundmybrother,Sliyouarebrokenandyoucan



neverbeinarightrelationshipbecauseyouusedto

beinghurtbyMantoyouthisisjustnormal,"

Me:Youdon'tknowme"

Her:Idon'tneedtoknowyouyoseerighttrough

you...surprisingly,girlswhogrewupwithdads

whowereemotionallyorphysicallyabsentaremore

likelytostrugglewithdepressionasadults.

Becausetheyfearabandonmentandrejection,

thesewomenoftenisolatethemselvesemotionally.

Theyavoidhealthyromanticrelationshipsbecause

theydon'tfeeldeservingandfeargettinghurt,but

theymightjumpintounhealthyrelationshipsthat

ultimatelyleadtoheartbreak.Ineitherscenario,the

womenareinemotionalperilandfrequently

becomedepressed.Iftheydon'tdealwiththecause

oftheirsadness—anabsentdad—theymaynever

beabletodevelophealthyrelationshipswithmen.

..haveyoueverthoughtaboutforgivingyourown

fatherforleavingyouandstartingafamilywith



anotherwomen?...Nobutyoujustjumpfromone

unhealthyrelationshiptoanother...

..AgainI'mgoingyoaskyouumfunaniumfowethu

?"

Me:youdon'tknowaboutmylife..."

I'mshockedthatsheknowsaboutmydarksecrete

thatIkeptburiedforyearsnow

Her:youforgetthatiwasonceacopanddigging

informationaboutpeopleIwastrainedtodothat...

"

IlookeddownIfeltmyheartbeatingabnormally,

thiswasembarrassing,



Her:IfollowyourmotivationaltalkandIbelieve

thatbehindthatinsecurewomenthereisstrong

women,youjustneedtoStophelpingtheworld

andfocusonyoufirststoppreachingwhatyou

don'tpractice"

Ifeltmykneesnotstrongenoughtoholdmybody,

Ifoundmyselfseatingdown

Her:Iwillneverhatethewomenwhomademea

Auntforthefirsttime,ilovenieceiseemeinher

eyes,

"

Iwipedmytearsandlookedather,

Her:ifyoulovehimasmuchasyouclaimyoudo,

youwillwalkaway...



Me:PamI..."

ShecutmeoffbeforeIcouldtalk

Her:youonlyhaveseenthegoodsideofhim,trust

memybrotheristheworstkindofhumanbeing

whenhewantstoobeandhefeedsontheweak

...don'tbehisvictim"shestoodupandslowly

walkedinsidethehousesheleftmestillconfused.

drivingbacktomyhousemymindwasreplaying

everywordthatPamsaid,doIreallyhavedaddy

issues?

"_goodyoucamerightintime"

Me:hi"



Ipassedhertryingtomakemywaytomyroom

Her:slyI'mmovingout"

Ifrozeandlookedather

Me:what?"

Her:eversincewecamebacktoSouthAfricawe

havebeenfightingifitsnotaboutTreyitsaboutZee

ifnotZeeitsaboutwork,

Me:NolapleaseIhaven'tbeeninrightstateof

mind,rightnowTrevortookmybabytohisvillage...

Her:youseewhatImean"



Me:I'mhurtNolaOKshootmeforcryingoutloud

..."_

Shesigh

Her:IknowPamtoldmethatthekidsaregoing,I

calledyoubutyouneveransweredyouphone"

Me:I'msorry...I'mjuststressedthiswholething

withTrevorisweighingonme,"

Shebreathoutloud

Her:whatthink?...Thefactthathewantstospend

timewithhischildorthefactthatheisgetting

married?"

Shefoldedherhandsandlookedatme,



Her:seatdown..."Shepulledmetositwithhershe

heldmyhandandlookedatme

Her:Youcannotco-parentwithanarcissist.I

repeat,YOU.CANNOT.CO-PARENT.WITH.A.

NARCISSIST.

Nomatterhowflexibleorfirmyouare.Nomatter

howhardyoutry,everyattemptto“bethebigger

person”or“kill‘emwithkindness”willultimatelyfail.

Youcannotco-parentwithatoxicperson."

Me:NolaTreyisnotlikethat..."

Shelaughedshookherhand

Her:SilindilelistenbabeCo-parentingrequires

sharedeffortandsharedintent.Considertheprefix



“co”–itmeans,“together,mutual,incommon.”

Narcissistsdonotsharethesamegoalsasyou.He

cannotanddonotputthechild’sbestinterest

beforetheirownmaybehedoesIdon'tknowbut

Tryingtoco-parentwithTreyisliketryingtorowa

boatwithoneoar,whiletheotherpersonuses

theirstoslowlyaddwater.Yourboatcannotgo

straightwhenyou’reonlypaddlingononesideyou

canTryasbestasyoucanbuststillyourboatwill

goincircles,stoppingonlywhenitsinks."

Me:Iknow...IknowbutmaybeifIcantalktohim

hewillseethatweneedtocoparenttherightway"

Her:howyougoingtodothatwheninyourmind

youstillbelievethatyoutwoarestilltogether"

IstoodupthistalkIwasnotreadyfornotnownot

ever,firstitwasPamnotevenanhouragonow

Nola



Me:Nolanotthisagainplease"_

Her:whenifnotnow,I'mtiredofwalkingonegg

withyou,Tobeclear,break-upsarehardon

everyonejustacceptitandmoveonandforthe

sakeofZithelojustdoit!!!"

IcryalotthisdaysandIjusthavenocontrolover

myemotionsandIwishpeoplewillstopgunningon

me,I'mthevictimshereIwastheonewhogot

dumpedwhenIhadalotofexpectationsofhappy

ending

Her:babeallalongyouhavepaintedthisbeautiful

sideofTreythatIalsowasfooledtobelieve,but

justbylookingathowhetreatsyouIcantellhewas

neveragoodguyyouwereintendedtobewithin

thefirstplace,hismoreofasshole,and...."



Me:pleaseNolastopcallinghimnames..."

IlookedatherandshesaidsomethinginArabic,

oohgodthisfriendofmine

Her:.WhenIsay“narcissist,”I’mnotspeakingin

hyperbole,soit’simportantthatyoupausefora

moment,andreallyconsiderafewthings,Isyourex

controlling?Emotionallyabusive?Insensibly

difficult?Doess/heminimize,denyorshiftthe

blame?Doess/hetrytointimidateorisolateyouor

thechildren?Anddotheyexhibitanysignsof

parentalalienation?Iftheanswerisno,greatnews!

Yourexprobablyisn’tanarcissistandyouprobably

canfindapathtopeacefulco-parenting.Butifyou

answeredyestoafewofthoseindicators,it’slikely

timetogiveuptheship...allowhimtodothison

hisownandyouneedtocommunicatewithPamor

Veliforvisitationright..."Shetookherbagandwalk

out...Isankdownonthefloortryingsohardnotto

brakedownbutfailedmiserably.



.

.

youknowwhattodo

Chapter24

.

Trey

"OKbabyhowdowedothis?"

ShegiggledIjustfinishedgivingherBath,shewas

dressedupbutherhairwassomethingIhavenever

Seenbeforeitbigredafro

Her;pullitupdaddylikethis"

Itdidnotevenfitinhersmallhandsassheshowed

me



Me:oohmyprincesslikethis"shegiggledandthat

alonemeltedmyheart,Ilovemybabysomuchand

IenjoythismomentIhavetosharewithher,bed

timestory,bathtimes,doingherhair,and

watchingcartoon'swithher,

Raisingachildisnoeasytask,anditcanbemore

dauntingwhenyou’reraisingadaughterasasingle

dad,Withouttheemotionalassistanceofanother

partner,itcanbechallengingnavigatingthe

complexemotionsaswell,Ifearaboutsocial

situations,andchangesmychildhastogothrough,

IwishIcanmeetcommongroundwithSlibutthe

waysheactingIjustcan'tdeal,IstillhatethatI

wasnottherewhenZeewasstillinhermothers

tummyandthethreeyearsinherlifeIhavemissed

alotandmymainfocusnowistobethereforher

now,yesIcantorewritethepastbutIcanmakeit

upinthepresentday,Ihonestlythoughtmeand

Slihadashortinthislovething,



Itriedtolookpasseverythingthathappenedand

whatmyfamilythinksofher,trytorekindlethe

flamebutitwasjustnotthesamewegrewapart,'I'

infactdid,ourrelationshipJustwentpear-shaped

andmyassumptions,plansanddreamsofbeinga

familymanblowupinmyface,Icareaboutherno

doubtbut...Idon'tknowthesparkisjustnotthere

anymore,

Sadlyasthismaybebutcommonoccurrenceto

mostman,ironicallyIwasneverpreparedtocope

withthisdrift.

Me:wellwealldone"

Shelookedatherselfinthemirror

Me:youlikeit"



Her:youthebestdaddythank"

Ipunchedtheairandshegiggledtunningaroundto

Hugme

Me:Itoldyouthatdaddycanmakeakillerponytail.

AndIcanpaintyournailslikeachamp"

Shenodded,callmecrazyorwhatnotbutwhen

everI'mfreeItakemybabygirlonadateitslike

Datingher.IwishIcouldsayIdothisconsistently,

butevenonceeveryfewmonthsisbetterthannot

atall.Datingyourdaughteriscriticaltoshowingher

howamanshouldtreatawomanonceshereach

thatstageCallmeoldschool,butonmydateswith

mygirl,Iopenthedoors,paythebills,lookthemin

theeyeandtellherHerheartismorebeautifulthan

herappearance,makeherfeellikeamillionbucks.

Thisdoesn'thavetocostatonofmoney.Awalk



aroundtheblock.Ashortbikeride.Atriptotheice

creamstore.Doesn'thavetobefancy,butagain,it

mustbeintentional...andyesterdaywehadatea

partwithherdollsandshepaintedmynails,OKI

gotSomizinailsrightnowbutifit'smakemybaby

happyI'mhappy

"goodmorningkingandherprincess"

Zee:koko!"Shejumpedandrantohertheyhugged

andtalkedbrieflyshethankissedmycheekand

dashoutitsbreakfasttimewithhercousin

Koko:howyoudoingson"

Me:sheahandful"

Her:waittillshesateenagerandtellMeifyouwill

notmissthisdayswhensheisstillsoyoung"



Ilaughed

Her:yougoodwithher...Thisparentingthing

comesnaturaltoyou"

Me:IjustleanasIgoalong,IhopeIhadamanual"

Shelaughed

Me:sheaskedabouthermomyesterday"

Kokosetdowninoneofthecoachinmyroom

Me:Idon'tthinktherewilleverbeanus...AndI

don'tknowhowtotellZee"



Her:nomatterwhat'slifehasinstoreforyouand

Silindile,eitheryouloveher,leaveher,takea

secondwifeordecidetocoparentwithher,Zithelo

mustnotbeaffectedbyyourrelationshipdispute,

sheneedsawormhomeandlove...Shewantsto

belovedMorethenshewantsthestuffyoucan

buyherorthethingsyoucanteachher,shewants

youtoloveher.NooneelseonEarthcanassume

yourroleasparentordaddy.Yourdaughterwilllet

youdown,makehugemistakes,andmaybeeven

turnherbacktoyouforaseason,butdon'teverlet

herdoubtyourloveforher.Lookherintheeyeand

tellheryouloveheraLots,sheneedstoknowthe

knowthecauseofyouandhermothernotbeing

together"_

Inodded,IcontinuedtopicupZeetoysonmy

room,kokosettheresilently

Her;haveyouspokentoyoursister?"



Me:Ididfewdaysback....shecomingtodayright?"

Shelookedatmeandlookeddown,

Her:justcallherplease...I'llgocheckuponthe

kids"

Me;koko...shegoingtobeOKright?"

Shejustnoddedwithglassyeyesandwalkedout,I

lookedformyphoneanddialedhernumber

Me:areyouOK?"

Shelaughed

Her:I'mpregnantTrey...Andhavecancersoyaim

good"



Me;don'tplayLikethatPam'

Her:stopworryingtheminuteIgivebirthI'llstart

chemotherapy...Enoughaboutmehowarethe

weddingpreparationsgoingoohIcan'twaittomeet

Sbahle,ZoeandveliarebraggingabouttheQueen

"

Me:sheisveryspecialandstrangeenoughfor

arrangemarriageIfellinlovewithherandshe

lovesmetoo"

Her:youbetterthankmelittlebrother,Itoldyouto

spendtimewithherandseeifyouwilllikeheror

notbutboomyoufellinlove...AishI'msohappy

foryou"

Me:shejustperfectPam,strictandstraight

forward,hotheadedandshehastemperfordays,



itslikeI'mmarringyou"shegiggledandstarted

coughing,shewasoutifbreath

Me,:PaM...Sisi...Pam!!"

Her:I'mfine...I'mfine,"shebreathoutloudandI

foundmyselfweakandholdingmyface,Ihave

exhaustedallmyresourcestogetPamthebeast

treatmentandDrbuttheyallsaythatnothingcan

bedonewhilesheisstillpregnant,Pamlovesher

unbornbabysomuchthatIfearthatitisslowly

killingher,SbuiswalkingZombianddrownshimself

inalcoholtoavoidseeinghiswifeinthatstage,I

devotedmyselftoprayeronlyGodcanhelpusnow

,mymindwasnotinterestedinwhatshewas

tellingme,aboutthevisitshehadfromSli

yesterday,butshecaughtmyattentionwhenshe

asked

Her:areyoustringingheralongTrey?"



Me:what!!!...No!"

Her:IknowyouTreyandwomenlikeSliturnyou

on..."

Me:Pamyououtofline"

Her:don'tfuckwithmeIknowforafactthatyou

haveanimpactonhowsheisactingnow,IwishI

cansmackhersohardseriouslyIdon'tgetwhy

mosthigh-poweredwomanpreferdatingsomeone

toxic,youknowmostsuccessfulwomenactually

havelowerstandardswhenitcomesto

relationships..."

Her:I'mtoxic?"

Her:youmybrotherIknowyouandI'mgladyou



meetawomenlikeSbahle,shewillsortyouout"

Ilaughed,honestyspeakingSbahlescarestheshit

outoutofmeshehasthatlookthatstripsmyIgor

Her:I'mjustgladyouhavegirlchild,andyour

habitsandwayshouldchangelittlebrother,Imay

notlikesliforvariousreasonbutIdon'tcondone

whatyoudoingtoher,thinkofZeeyouhavean

influenceonherfuturepartner.ScarythoughtI

knowbutthekindofmanyouaretohermotherwill

haveadirectimpactonwhoshechoosestomarry

someday.zeemustbegyoutomarryherwhen

shegrewup.Andwhenyouexplaintoherthatyou

alreadymarriedtoheramazingstepmothershe

mustwishtohavethattoo,Iknowyoumightfearof

beingtherightmanforSbahlebuttrustmeIfyou're

doingitrightyouwillstillbewithsbahle,whenZee

isallgrownup"

ThosewordshithomeforMeandasmuchaswe



talkforanother15minorsoIwasstillwrappingmy

headonthat,wefinallysaidourgoodbyeandIset

inmybedjustthinkingandprocessingeverything,I

laterjumpedintheshowerIrantomyroomto

attendtomybuzzingphone

Me:hello"

Sniffs

Ilookedatmyscreenitwas"myQueen"

Me:Sbahle...What'swrong?"

shedidn'tsayanythingbutjustcried

me:I'mcoming...gottonewhouseatthe

developmentsite...IloveyouOK..."

shesniffedagain...shit!

.



.

tobecontinued....

chapter25

.

noteditedatall***

Sbahle

Noteverydayyougettohearapersonconspiring

tokillyouorbetteryetwantsyoudead,whatI

heardprovedmytheorythatmyUnclekilledmy

father,butIwouldn'thaveputitpasshimonebit

thesignsweretherejustnoprooforevidence.

myfamily'salwaysbeenquiteabusive,both

emotionallyand(rarely)physicallytowardsme

Sincemyearlychildhood,allI'vebeenhearingat

homewasscreaming,cryingandblamingshiftedto



everyone.NowonderIhavegrowntohavethis

stoneheart.

OntheotherhandIknewmygrandmotherwasevil

butforhertohaveahandinmyfatherdeaththat

justshowsthatIdon'tknowthepeopleIcallfamily

...IwaspacingupanddowninmyroomIfeltLike

screaming,Ikeptaskingmyselfwhydothispeople

hatemesomuch,firsttheykilledmyfather,drove

mysiblingoutofthishouse,treatmymotherlike

trashandnowtheygangingagainstme...what

haveIdonetodeservethislifeIsankdownand

cried,Icriedformyfatherslifethatwastaken,I

criedformymotherwho'sconstantlyabused,my

brotherswhomIdon'tknowiftheredeadoralive,I

cryformyselfthefateofmylifethatIdon'tknow

whichturnitwilltake

"hello"

Ididn'tevennoticethatIdialedhisnumber



"_sbahlewhat'swrong"

JusttohearhisvoiceIfeltlikecryingevenmore

Him:I'mcoming..."

HetoldMetogotothehousewesharedourfirst

kissin,afterdroppingthecallIwipedmyeyesand

stoopup...

Him:theusualspotNkosazana?"Inoddedand

smileditwasoneoftheguardsthatalwayshelpme

sneakout,Itookmymountainbike,andIrodeout

oftheroyalrealms,normallywhenIrideuphilli

smiledandembracethebeautyofmyvillagebut

todaymyheartisheavytearsareblindingme,I'm

wallingoutloudI'mjustaballofangryrightnow



MorningsarequietthatIheardmycriesechoedon

myears,IjumpedoffmybikeIwipedmytearsI

stoodbythecliffandlookedatthecleanlakeits

lookssoPeaceful,majesticalandsteady,Iwish

myheatcanbelikethataswell.

Thesongbirdsgiveadailyconcert,Ilookedupand

admiredOneofthemostbeautifulcreationsinthe

world'thesun'Itsbrightraysareseenbyevery

singleoneofus,Iclosedmyeyesasitslowly

wormmyface...I'mtiredofthetoxiclifeI'm

leavingIwishmyheadcouldstoptalkingandbe

quitethevoicesaretooloudnow,Ijustwishtofind

peace.

Itookadeepbreath,Isawsomethinglikealight

glitteringinthelakeIfeltlikeitwascallingme,my

eyeswasgluedonitIfoundmyselftakingoff,my

shoesandclothsiwasleftwithonlymyunderwear

Imovedtotheedgeanddiveinthelake,thewater

feltsogoodonmybody,myattentionshiftedto



coolwateronmyskin,IdecidedtodiveinThe

waterisclearandrefreshingI'mquiteagood

swimmerandI'mabletoholdmybreathforfew

minutesunderwater,Iwashypnotisedbythe

strangelight,themostbeautifulstoneitwas

shiningonthefloorofthelake,itwassobeautiful

thatIjustkeptdivingdown,everytimewhenIget

closeitslookstobefarfrommetopicitup,it

lookedlikesmallthousandsristalsparklinginblue

andsilvercolours,themoreIdivedownthemoreit

cametolifeIfrozewhenIreleasedwhatitis.Ihad

tobreathIwastoodipunderwatermylungswere

aboutyoexplode,oohmyitsbeautifulitsmovedits

sobigitdancedandlookedatme,Ipanicked"ooh

myGod"Itmovedclosetome,Ifoundmyself

loosingairIstatedcoughingandtryingtoswimup

butmyeyeswerefixedonthisbigsnakebeforeme,

itchangeitsfaceanditupperbodylookedlike

human

"younotready..."myeyesfeltheavyandlight

wereout



.

.

Trey***

AfterspeakingtoSbahleIdashintomycloset,I

jumpedintonavychinopants,whiteshirtand

powderbluesweater,IputonmywhiteJordan

tookmycarkeyslookedformywalletwhilecalling

ourpilot

"Ineedthebirdintheairin30mintime"

Him:destinationsir?"

Me:KZN"



Him:I'mwormingitupforyou"

,Iwasabouttostepoutsidemyroomwhensaw

someonespringingsomethingontopofSbahle

drinkandfood shetookitanddrankit,theface

washiddenfrommebutInoticedthebraceleton

thehand,Isawsmallcrawlingantslookalikething

onSbahlebodyshestartedscreamingshehad

blistersandboilsalloverherfacedisturbingtolook

at

Me:No!"Irushedoutofmyroomandhumpedinto

Kokooutsidemyroom

Her:come..."Ifollowedher

Me:Isawsomething"



Her:Isensedit...Yourwifeisindanger"

Me:shecalledmecrying...

Her:oohNkosiyami...thatfamilydon'twantthis

marriagetohappened"

Me:what....Why?"

Koko:shewassupposetomarryauselessbeing

thatwilldrivehertosuicideherfuturewasnot

supposetoturnourlikethis..."

Me:ngenzeni..."

Koko:angazimtanami...khulumanethonga

lakho"_



Wefinallyarrivedatourbackyardsheopenedthe

ancestralroom ,shetookanenamelbasinfilledit

withwater...

Her:khulumanethonga"theminuteshesaidthatI

feltthispoundingheadache,iheldmyheadand

kneeldown,kokotookoneofamabhayiplacedit

overmyshoulder

andlitimpempho

,IsawGogondoniinthewater

Her:shedoesnotbelieveinourwayssheisnot

readytogotothewatershemaynotrise"

Me:ubaniLonaomfiselaokubi"



Gogo:hisgrandmotherfromherfathersidewas

knownforusingdarkmagicbeforeshedied,she

wasevilandverybadhearted,theyburiedherface

downsothatshewillneverriseagain,butwhen

someonefeelsahintofjealouslyorenviesher

spiritactonthosefeeling,someoneinthathouse

doesnotwantINdovukazitomarryyou"

Me:ubanigogo"

Her:akubalulekile....,shejustbecameonewith

thewatershenotreadytoknowhertruepower,

ngozozamaukumukhiphaemanzini....Shesha

mvelocallhernameinthewater,shewillhavea

fightingwilltocomebackifezwayourvoice"

IsawsbahlefloatingunderwaterwithNdonshe

wasnotmoving,Istarteddoingasinstructed,my

heartwasbeatingsofastIwasterrified



"Sbahlephumaemanzini...vikaSbahle"Iranmy

handsonthewater,"babyplease..."_

.

.

Sbahle****

Idon'tknowhowbutIheardMvelovoiceIslowly

openedmyeyesthebigyellowsnakemovingback

tothewater

Iwasonthebedrocktryingtocatchmybreath,I

almostdrowned...NoholdupIdiddrawndidthis

snakehelpme?crazypartisIdidnotevenfeelmy

selflosingmybreathibuskedinthesolarenergy

asthesunlightdriesmybody,



Me:"whatjusthappens"_

oohGodMvelo,!MymemorycamebackHesaidI

mustmeethimatthehouse,itsabitfarsoI

decidedtorequest,IwasdotiredwhenIarrived,I

wasstillshockedthatthehousehasFurniturenow

,Ijustdragmytired,hungryselftothemain

bedroomandslept

.

.

Narrated

AuntiThabifoundfoodonthetablethatlooked

mouthwatering,



"takethatFoodtothatlazygirl,shehasnotlefther

roomtoday"

AuntiThabi"yeboNdlovukazi..."Shestoppedand

lookedather

"maukhonaumaka'Sbahle"

Queen:kokuqalaangisiyeunyoko...Andhowmust

Iknowaboutthatwomen'swhereaboutI'mnother

keeper"

Her:uxoloma...Ndovukazi"

Queen:kuyapholaukudla...Hambisabo!!"

AuntThabiwanderedwhyisqueendoinginthis



housealoneyetalonepreparingfoodforSbahle,

somethingwasstrangewiththispicturewhywas

theQueenmothergivingadahmthatSbahleeatsor

not,andmostofthisthingsonthisplatewasnot

evenSbahlefavoritefood,sheknockedinherroom

andsheletherselfin,shesmiledwhenshenotice

thatshesneakedoutagain,shewasnotaboutto

letthislunchgotowaistsoshedecidedtositdown

aneat,shetooktheemptyplatedownstairsthe

Queenjumpedfromherseat

Queen:udlile"

AuntT:yeboma...Butsheisnotfeelingwellsoshe

istakinganap"

AuntThabinoticedasmileontheQueenfacethat

wasstrangethewomenneversmileatall,

Queen:kuhleletmego...Gotthingstodoinmy



house"

.

.

Sbahle***

Iwokeupwithabaddream,somethingwaswrong

IsawAuntyThabitellingmetobecareful,she

lookeddifferentnotherusualselfshehadthisglow

thatwasfollowingher,IlookedaroundandIfound

myselfunderMvelohold,whendidhegethere

Him:hi"

Me:hi"



Hepulledmeintoahug,thiswasbonecrushing

hug

Me:Ican'tbreath"hechuckled

Him:I'msorryIcouldnotcomeontime...Igotheld

up"_

Me:itok,itwasbitcrazyformeallowyoutofly

acrossthecountryanyway"_

Him:I'myourmanwhenyoucallIshouldleave

everythingandcometoyou"

IrestedmyheadonhischestIthinkIhavefound

mynewpeacefulplaceitsinhisarms,silentwas

loudthatwewould hearapindrop,Iwasdebated

tellinghimabouttoday'sevent,andIdon'tknow

whyhissoquiettodayit'snotlikehimatall.



Him:spititout"

Ilookedathim

Him:whateatingyouup,'

Me:I'mgoodMnguni"

Him;MabhenguI'mnotgoingtoaskyoutwice"

Hisvoicemademeshake,myheartbeatmoved

frommyleftsidestraighttomythroat,

OhhIjustfoundoutthatmygrandmotheranduncle

areconspiringonkillingmeandmakingNwabisa

yournewwife,IgotsoangrythatIendedup

jumpingintothelakeandsawabigsnakethat



lookedlikeahuman,andIheardyourvoicecalling

metocomeoutwhenIwasabouttodrown...

Him:who'sisthisNwabisa"Ijumpedandsatup

straight

Me:WaitdidIsayeverythingoutloud"

Hesidesmile,heismadaboutwhatmyfamilyis

planning,howcanIbedostupidandsay

everythingoutloud

Him:IknowyouwillquestionwhatI'mgoingtosay

,butcanyoudomefavourwhenI'mgone"

IlookedathimashestoodupOKisthisguytwins

withKanyeWestfuckhedressestokill,theguyisa

fashionguruhisbodystructuremakeshimlooks

hotinwhateverhisgoton,hehasthatbracket



legsandwhenhewalksdamnpeoplestopandlook

athim,heturnedandlookedatme

Him:don'tpullyourwalldownfornoone,Iseea

stormapproachingandI'mnotgoingtobearound

toprotectyoubutItrustthatyouwillbejustfine,

justbeabitvigilantwithwhoyouopenuptoo,"

Ifrownedandlookedathim,hewasserious,

Me:Idon'tunderstand"

Him:youknowyourfamilymorethenIdo...Follow

thatgutinsideofyouitneverlies"

Inodded

Him:sotellmewhydiving?"



Didhejustdropaboomonmeandchangedthe

subjectjustlikethat

Me:“itwassupposetobeaswim,waterhelpsme

think"

Him:“whattimewasthat?“

Halloisthisaninterrogation

Me:thismorningafterIcalledyou"

Him:andyousawasnake...bigsnakeinthewater

"_

Ilookedathimandhiseyeswerefixedonmine



Me:“I'mnotsure...whyyouaskingmesomany

question“

Him:I'mcurious"

HesidesmilenowIknowhispissedbecauseI'm

notbeingdirectwithhim,Inodded

Him:“imtalkingalonenow“hehatesitwhenI

don'tusemymouthtorespond,IsweartogodI'm

inlovewithacontrollingFrick

Me:“Idon’tknowwhatyouexpectmetosay....

Yesisawasnakeinthelakeandiheardyourvoice

wheniwasdrowningandcrazyasitisthesnake

savedmylife...“Isaidwithapinchofbeing

annoyedhejustlookedatme

Me:IknewyougoingtothinkI'mcrazy"



HecrouchedinfrontofMeandheldmyhands

Him:youtrulyareachosenone..Youjustmeet

mygreatgreatgreatgrandmotherNdoniMnguni.."

Hekissedmyforehead"comeletmefeedyou"my

mouthwasjustonthefloorrightnow,whatdidhe

say?

.

.

Tobecontinued****tosleepytoedit...I'msorry

***"
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unedited



Sbahle***

"yousureyoudon'twantmetowalkyouin?"

Ilookedatthetimeitwasalreadyafter18:00my

phonehasbeenbuzzingnonstop,thatmanis

goingtokillme,amillionthoughtswasrunningin

myheadaboutwhatI'mgoingtosaytohim

Him:“shouldIbeworriedaboutyouractions“

Ishookmyhead



Him:doyoueversaywhatyoufeeloryouprefer

talkingtoyourselfandbelievingthateveryoneis

gunningoveryou?..."'

Ibreathoutloud,Mveloalwayswantsmeto

explainmyselftohimallthetime,rightnowIneed

tothinkhowamIgoingtofacetheverysame

peoplewhoIknowtheykilledmyfatherand

conspiringGodknowswhatagainstmylife,

Me:“imnotmuchoftalkerMveloyoushould

knowthisaboutmebynow“

Him:“Ibagtodifferyouarechatterboxinthat

smallheadofyours,YouknowIhavecallingright?

andsometimesdeepinthenighti

Icanhearyoucallingmyname,butHowcanItryto

helpyouwomanIfyougoonhidingyourpain…

Baby,thetearsonyourpillowarerealYoucan'tgo

onpretendingtome,whenIcanactuallyseethe



painrighttroughyou,talktomepleasemyQueen“

Ismiledbutslowlywipedthesmileonmyfacethe

minuteIsawcarsgoingintomyyard,

"Ihavetogo"

IlookedatMvelowithhisJordanonthedashboard,

lookingI'llkindofbeingchilled,isheevenaware

thatIhavecrazymaninthathousewhogoingto

makemylifealeavinghellfromnowonbecausei

disobeyedhimandleftthehousewithouthis

approvalandtomakeitworseI’mcomingbackat

thistime.

"oohGod"_

IsawthekingsguardscomingmywayIwantedto

hideorrunaway…hegreetedmeandMvelo



Mvelo:“iseverythingOK?"_

Him:“yessir...Nkosazaneuyadingekaendlini"_

Ilookedatmvelo,heheldmyhand

Him:Igotyou...Comelet'sgo..."

Hegotoutfromhissideandwalkedtomysideto

openthedoorforme,Ilookedathimmyfeetcould

notmove,

Him:Sbahle?"

Me:IhavebadfeelingaboutthisMvelo“



Hecrouchedinfrontofmeandheldmyhand

Him:IknowIhaveittoo,butbabeIgnoranceisthe

motherofallpoisons,stopfeedingyourheadand

believingthatthingsarefixedandpermanent...This

lifeisnotpermanent..."_

Ismiledandlookeddown

Him:remberitoldyouaboutmyAuntNomakhezi

andhowmuchshehatedmeandenviedmeformy

giftsomethingI'mbornwithsomethingthatisinmy

blooditsnodifferentthanwhatyouabouttowalk

intointhathouse,peopleareboundtohateyouif

theycannothavewhatyouhave,

Envyisatwo-personrelationship:Iwantwhatyou

have.Jealousyisathree-persontriangle:Iwant

therecognitionyouhavefromothers...theyall

wantAndwhattotakebutitnevermeantforthem"



isiphosakhoistobeQueentoruletobethemother

ofvalleyitsyourbirthrighttheymaytrytosnatchit

fromyoubuttheywillneversucceeded…because

sonkesizelwesifumbethedifferentgifts"_

Heheldmycheek

Him:yoursmilewillbetheredownfallkillthem

withkindnessbabe"

Inodded“thankyou"

Him:justrememberthatEnvyisthereligionofthe

mediocre.Itcomfortsthecondemned,itsoothes

theirworries,andfinally,itrotstheirsouls,allowing

themtojustifytheirmeannessandtheirgreeduntil

iteatstheminsideout,whatevercausesthere

sufferinghasitsrootsintheThreePoisons:

Ignorance,Hate,andGreed...Don'tstoodtothere

level"



Hepulledmetoahug,Ihaveleanedtoallowhim

tohugmefunnyhowIhaveneverpushedhim,and

howIfeelcomfortableandsafeintohisarms,

"yousureyoudon’twantmetocomewithyou...

Youknowthatangibasabi"

Ishookmyheadandchuckledinhisshoulder

Me:Idon'twantthemthinkingI'mdisrespecting

them,ourweddingisinfewdaystimesandtobe

seenwithyouwillbelikesprinklingoilintofire

...butthankyoufortoday,IguessIneededto

armourupwithwhatwaitsahead"

Him:gogetthemtiger"hekissedmyforehead



IgiggledasIwalkedhome,Iturnedandfindhim

stilllookingatme,Iwavedathimasiraninsidethe

Royalyard

IgotinsidethehouseandfoundDidywalkingup

anddownlikeaheadlesschickenoutside,she

turnedandlookedatmeIwantedtoscreamohhow

Imissedher

Didy:wherewereyou?Doyouevenknowwhat

timeisitnow?”

OknotaresponseIwaslookingfor

Me:notnowDidy,whendidyougethere?"

Her:thatnotimportantohhbabethispeoplewant

yourhead,Ifeellikeyouneedrunawayor



somethingbetteryetcallyurtmantogetyou“she

wastalkingtofastandpanicinhervoicewas

evidence

Me:whatgoingon?"

Sheshookherheadshewasshaking,Ihavenever

seenherlikethis,shekeptonpullingmewayfrom

thedoorifitwasforherIwouldnotenterthehouse

shewasblockingme

Me:I'mnotrunningawayDuduyinikwenzakalani

?"

ShewantedtohugmebutIsneezedandpushed

heraway,Idon'tgetthishuggingshititseithershe

saywhatshehastosayandstopwiththisphysical

Iaffectionbullshit,besidesthisarmsonlybelong

tomymotherandMvelo...



Me;whysomanycars?Whathappening?"Iwas

gettingimpatientwithhernow

Her:oohGodyoudon'tknow!!.."sheheldher

mouth,Iheardapersoncryinghystericallyinside

thehouse

"oohGodshewastooyoungtoyoungtodie,what

happenstoher?...OohkodwangomzukuluWami"

Didy:stopSbahle"Ipushedherasideandrushed

tothesittingroom,everyBhengufamilymember

washere,theylookedsadasifsomeonedied,the

Queenmotherjustwalkedinandwasbeingall

dramaticwithloudcriesandnotears,Nwabisa

eyespoppedoutwhenshesawme,shepulledher

mothertryingtomakeherstopbutshewason

anotherlevelcausingdramaanddrawingattention

Didypulledmeseatdownnexttoher,sheheldmy



handsotight

"umzukulu?"MyUncleasked,hiseyesmovedto

meandIsweartogodIsawsteamcomingoutof

hisears

Queen:oohyestheytoldmetorushherebecause

sekunomshophiowenzekile,awududumaka

Sbahle..."

Me:what'sgoingon??"

QueenmotherlookedatMeasifshehasseena

GhostokI’mgettingtiredofthislook

Uncle:ophumaphiSbahle,kuninisifunananawe,

justbecausetheMngunipaylobolaforyouyou

thinkyouadultnowbusydoingwhatyouwant

Kwami!"oohshutityoupigthisismyfathers



housenxa!,futhiI’mnottherewhyisthiswomen

crying?

HeclickedhistongueIguessmyfacialexpression

gavemeway,IlookeddownthiswaswhatIwasa

afraidoffthismenhumiliatingmeinfrontofthe

wholefamily,Mvelokeepstellingmetokillthem

withkindness,njaniifheconstantlytryingme,

yooohistestingmypatientnow

Him:Iaskedyouuphumaphi"

Icouldn'tlookhimintheeyeevenifIwantedto,

Queenmother:soubanikantio’file??"

Ishootmyeyesopenandlookedather.Icouldfeel

myuncleseyesonmeanddidnotgivearatass,I

madesureIdon'tevenlookhisdirection



"ThabiisnomoreMa,wefoundherinthekitchen

floor,"

OohmyGognoitcannotbe.No...No,!!

Nwabisa:whathappenedtoher"

Anotherauntanswer:itlookedlikefoodpoisoning,

becauseshe,shehadwhiteformcomingoutofher

mouthandbloodcomingoutofherearherlips

wereblue“

Nwabisa:oohmyGod!"Ifeltnumb,

Queen:ubekuphikantilo?"Thereallturnedtolook

atme



WhatdoIsay...IhavenoenergyforthisIjustneed

tolockmyselfinmyroomandcry,whocoulddo

thistoher?

Uncle:hhayikhulumaManiSbahle!!!"Hisvoice

boldandloud,Iwipedmytearsandlookedathim,

whatdoIhavetodowithwhathappens?ismy

whereaboutsgoingtobringherback?

queen:kadengashongathilenganeikhohlakelefor

allweknowshepoisonedheraunt,"

mom:“INI!!“

Whatthefuck!!

Nwabisa:withherTemperanythingispossiblewith

Sbahle,sheoncehitmewithaglass"



"hawuuu"theroomsaid,OKwhat'sgoingonhere?

Didy:thatalieNwabisayouknowit!!"

Nwabisa:whoyoucallingliewenaain'tIolderthan

you??"

IwasfrozeninthespotmymouthwasdryIwanted

toscreamtoeveryoneandtellthemshoveitwhere

itdoesnotshine,wejustlostAuntThabiand

alreadytheylookingforsuspectjustbecausethisis

mymothershouseitseithermeormymotherwho

willberesponsibleforkillingher,forgettingthe

parasitethatcomeandgogetinthehouse,Ididn't

wanttolookatmymotherbecauseIknowshe

probablycryingthereisnothingthathurtsmethe

mostthentoseetearsinherface.

Me:Iwentforawalk"Ifinallysaid“Ileftvery

earlyandwasgonesincethismorning,ileftthe



kingandQueenmothertalkinginthisverysame

roomwhenIleftthismorning“

QueenmothereyeswereabouttofalldownIlooked

atherdirectlyintheeyestillshelookedalways

"nakhokeumhlolawodwalo,yougettingmarriedin

fewdaystimekumeleengabeugonqileuhgamba

ngoviviubuyaatthistime?"oneoftheAuntssaid

Uncle:uyandindayiniwengane"

Queenmother:areyouevengoingtoasksuch,

becausetomeitquiteobvioussheisnondidwa

ubuyephike?“

OohamInolongerakillernowI’mabitch?wow

thisfamilydoesnotstoptoamazemethethingthat

comeoutoftheremouth



Mom:“sekwanele…!everybodyknowsthat

Sbahlelovestheoutdoorweshouldbepreparing

forafuneralbutyouallhereattachingmy

daughter…“

Ilookedatmomwow,whendidshegethervoice

back?

Ishouldbehurtbynowbutthiswholefuckedup

interrogationwastooamusingtomeIfoundmy

selfchicklinginside,Didyactuallyhadtopinchme

tostoplaughing

Queen:youslowlyforgettingyourroleinthisfamily

wena!“shepointedafigureatmymother“

Mom:“I’mQueenlasttimeIcheckedyourreign

haslongpassedwhentheoldkingdied…sobe

carefulwhentalkingaboutrolesandhowyou



addressme“

Queen:“yewenaukhulumanobanikanjena…vele

lentoyakhoiyumbulali,Evenwhenherfatherdied

shewaslastpersonseenwithhim ...Ukhohlakele

unehliziyoyomthakathi,wenBhengutellabantu

BakaMnguniaboutherbeforeayosihlazalapha,I

meanziningikabiizontombieziziphathekahle

laykhayaezingaganakaMnguninotthisthing..."

OKthisbitchhadgonetofarincludingmyfather

nameinthismediocre

Ikeepreplayingthosewordsinmyhead.Iwas

lookingatQueenmotherspeak,thethingsthat

cameoutofhermouth,didsheperhapsforgotthat

wejustlostoneofourownandalreadythehouse

hasganguponbringSbahledown,Iknowfora

factthat



Chronicblamingisaformofemotionalabuseand

oftenhurtsjustasmuchasphysicalpaindoes.

Rightnowifeelhelplessovertheblameranda

certainfearsetsin,IseemyUnclecomingtomy

direction.Justasanyotherblamerhesees

nothingwronginblamingothersforanythingand

everything.Whenthingsgowrongintheirownlives,

someoneelseisalwaystoblameandI'minthe

receivingend--nothingisevertheirfault.They

tendtobeirrationalthereforeijustcan'treason

withthemwhentheyalreadyconcludedaboutme

killingmyownfavoriteauntorbetteryetmebeing

theworsekindofabitch,buttheygonetofarby

involvingmyfathernameinallofthisjustlikea

tickingboomIfeltmyangergoingfrom0to100in

asplitsecond...Itallmakesincenow

theDreamohmyGodshewaswarningmeabout

thisbecauseshewasalreadygone,Ifeltalone

tearstreamdownmyface



"ukukhalangekukukusize...Wherewereyouand

youbettertellmethetruthorIwillbeatitoutfrom

youuyezwa!!??"

Ilookedathimhisangry,hiseyesarefullofhate,I

stoodupandlookedathimintheeye,Ifelthis

breathingchange,

Me:guiltypeoplealwaysblameothersforthere

ownmess Let'sfaceit,beingblamedfor

somethingididntdomustreallyhurtmeandbrake

medownright?....

Iam innocentafterallanditsshouldhurts.But

truthistheonethingthatsurviversdoisnevertobe

intimidatedbyvultures,afteralltimeand

recriminationshavepastistofaceakillerintheeye

andsayIdidnotdoitbutaskthemiftheydidit...I

meanwhatmotivewillIhavetokilltheonlyperson

thatevershowedmethatsheisfamilyandcared

formegenuinely...



I'velearnedthatanyonewhoaccusesmeof

improperbehaviorisprobablyhidingsomething ,

Youmostprobablyhaveapersonalissuesagainst

metopinthisonmeright?,soihaveheardall

yourblameyourinsultiknowingthismaynothelp

much,evenso,itistrue...Idon'tcarewhatyou

thinkofmebecausejealousy,insecurity,andlow

self-esteemarecoursingthroughyourveins.The

onlywayyoucanfeelyourownimportanceisto

spreadlies,insult,abuseorgossipviciouslyabout

Meandmymotherbringingusdownsothatyou

canfeelbetteraboutwhoyoureallyarehungry

greedybusted,

Heraisedhishandattendedtohitme

"layonefingeronherandthatwillbethelastthing

youwilleverdo!!"



Ilookedbehindmyuncleandtherestoodmylion

king.

Ismiledtomyself"Iknowwhatyoudidandtrust

me,myexistencewillbeyourdownfall"

.

.

Tobecontinued

***sorryforlatepost...hopeI'mforgiven****
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.

***uneditednotatallguys****

:

SomewhereinQwaqwa***

TheyenteredasIslept.Theycalledmebyname,

askingmetogetup,getdressed.Theywereona

schedule.IwasstillhungoverbysleepIkeptasking

myselfwhatgoingon,myvisionwasblurryshitmy

glasseswherearethey

,somethingIrarelydidIlookedfortheminpanic

.thesmellofcigaretteandweedalarmedmethat

thiswerenotmyclassmateipanicked



"Whoareyou??"

Itastedstalecigaretteshandsonmycheekshitgot

real,myonlyhopewastogetmycellphonebut

HowsinceI'mblindasamulewithoutmyspacsI

lookedaroundformyphonethatwassuddenly

missing,Itschargerhungfromtheoutlet,Iwearily

askedifoneofthetwomennowstandinginmy

roomknewwhereitwas,ofcauseTheydidthey

wereonascheduleandwecouldn’tbelatethey

keptonsaying,Thisisitmydaytodiemygut

feelingtoldmethatwhateverisbehindthosedoor

ismylastdayonearth,

,Iheardonesaying"Time’supasshole"_

Itwasabout2:00a.m.andthemengrewagitated

theystartedpushingmearound,Isobadlywanted

toturnedawayNuzzlinginmypillowjustforthe



lasttime.Myfatheralwaystoldmethatsleepwill

bemydeathIguesshewasrightbecausedeath

cameinnightwhenIleastexpecteditIremember

thinkingthiscouldn’tbehappening,nottome.The

slappingthepunchinggotmecrying,butmymouth

wascoversIcouldnotscream,Itastedblood,and

mystomachwasbadlyinjured,Iwaskickingtrying

toblockmyalreadybruisedfacedIfoundshelter

undermybedcoverpulleditovermyhead,Iwas

dizzyandIthinkIfellasleepforamomentand

awokeagainwhenoneofthempulledoffmycovers

.Grabbingoneofthecorners,Ipulledhardand

triedtobringthecoversovermyhead...Maybe

theywillleavemealreadyI'mcryinglikeagirlafter

all.

"I'msorry...I'msorry"Ikeptsayingforwhatonly

Godknows

"ifyouneedmoneyIcantellmyuncletogiveyou,

pleaseI'msorry...OohGodyouhurtingme"



AkneepressedintothesmallofmybackandI

brieflyconvulsed.Itfuckinhurtmesobad,butit

wasnotcomparedonthehelplessnessmethat

wassuffocatingThemanseemedlikehewastwice

myheightandtentimesmyweight.Icouldfeel

everything,allofhim,asherestrainedme.

“Ididnotwanttodothisthehardway,”hesaid.I

didn’treallyknowwhatthiswas,whywasheeven

doingthis,Whenheletgoofmyarmsandstood

up,themeekermansteppedclosertothebed

"ngithevukanja!!!"

ThatdeepZuluaccentitcannotbemissed,Iknew

itfromsomewhere...

Iwaswearingmybriefsandt-shirtsandwalkingon

footonthequitcorridoronlymysniffsandsilent



Cry'swereheard,itwastoquitethelightgavemea

clearvisionofthegoonsthatweredraggingmeout

ThemenremindedmeofWWEwrestlerbothin

appearanceanddemeanor.

Iwaskickedandpushed,Irealisedfightingwas

justawaistofmytime

"hamba!!"Theywillshoutatmepullingmebythe

arm

Acouldstillfeelthecoldairrushedinblowingmy

alreadyshiveringbodyasifwalkingoncoldtiles

waspainfultryingwalkingonwetgrassinJune

monthonyourfeet,inFreeStatenoschoolguard

wasonsiteoranyclassmatethiswasplannedI

knewthiswasaplannedkidnappingthispeople

knowwhoIam.



ThedooropenedleadingmeoutsideIfrozeasthe

Coldlickedmyfaceandcreptundermyclothes,

spreadingacrossmyskinlikethelacytideona

frigidwinterbeach.Ilickedmypurplelipstinged

withblueandgentlychatteringteeth ,Thebiting

coldchilledmyfingersintoclumsynumbness,the

coldseepedintomytoesandspreadpainfully

throughoutbarefeet

Ifeltlikecryingtheypushedmetowalkistopped

asIfeltbighandsgrabbingme...nothatthatwas

notgrabbingheactuallyhitmeonmyback,Iwas

grabbedbymyshirtandhitfrombehindandlost

myfootingIfoundmyfacetastingthesoil,

"Godifthismytimetakemenow...Icannottake

thisanymore" iprayedinsilence...Iprayedfor

help...Foramiracle...IwastooweakIcouldnot

evenopenmyeyesthewaymyfacewasbadly



bruisednow,iwascorneredinthevanwithgun

pointedonmyface,Ihadnostrengthtofightorcry

forhelpnowitwasuseless,myfatewascloseand

Ihadacceptedit.

Myeyesightmaybebepoorbutmyothersenses

mademeawarethatIwasnotaloneinthisvan,I

heardsomeonecoughing,hisbreathingindicated

thattheyinpainlikeIam

“hallo“

"thisisnotthetimetocry...Whenthecarstopwill

needtofightorrun"

"Mlondi?"

Him:I'msorryIcouldnotprotectyou"



Whatdoeshemeanbythat,yeshisbigandgrew

upfastandmoreStreetsmarttheniwilleverbe,

butI'mstillolderthenhim,Ishouldbesayingthat

tohim

Him:bafo...Momtoldusthisdaywillcomeand

saidwemustruntillwearereadytotakebackwhat

belongtous"

IcouldnotbelievewhathejustsaidIwasafraid

reallyafraid...I'mnotreadyIcan'tfightI'mbook

smartthislifewasnotforme.

IwasnevermuchofafighterortalkertheysayI

takeaftermyfather,soInoddedeventhoughhe

cannotseemeIknowheknewthatIdidnotagree

tohisplan,therewassomanyquestionIwantedto

askhimbutIknewbetterthantopissmylittle

brotheroff,weinthisshittogetherandasalways

hehasfiguredoutwho'stheenemy.



Thelightinthestreetshinedtroughthewindowand

confirmedmysuspicions,heisbadlybeatenup

Theyhavedoneanumberonhim.Heprobablyran

hismouthlikeheusuallydoesandfoughtbackand

angeredtheabductors,HisoncewaswhiteT-shirt

wasnowredwithblood,thiswasourdoomthis

wastheendoffus,IprayformymotherIwillnot

seemysisterIwillnotgetthechancetoprotectI

hatethisbloodrunningtroughmyveins,ourfather

cursedusbecauseithasmademeushaveallthis

enemiesjustbecausewehavehisblood.

IwasashiveringmessnowIwasrubbingmy

armstryingtokeepwormbutnoluck,Ifeltahuge

blowonmycheekImusthavefallenasleep,I

lookedaroundandmyeyeslandedonhim,I

realisedthatthecarwasnolongermoving



“finallythePrinceisawake…Ihavebeenwaiting

forthisdaymywholelife…"

"fuckyou...youfatpig"Mlondispitout

Him:I'mgoingtoenjoykillingyouthetakeoverhas

justbegun"

Iwasstillshockedatthemanlookingatme,

"Malume...Why?"Itcameoutasawhisper,I

knewthismanhatesusbutforhimtokillus,what

willhegain?Youknowwhenyoulookatdeathin

theeyeandtryingtogetalltheanswersanddeath

blinksfirstandyourealizethatnothingseems

impossibleheisplanningonkilluseitherway.



Him:“don’tactsurprisethisismoreoftakeover,

justlikeinthewild,Whenanewmalecoalition

takesoverapride,theyalwayskilltheprides'cubs,

sincetheyarenotbiologicallyrelatedanddonot

wanttospendenergyensuringthatotherlions'

geneswillbepassedon…sothismyboyswhatI’m

abouttodoisinsuringmybloodline…Ialready

tookyourfather'sseat,I'malreadyfuckingyour

mothersohardthansoonshewillgivemeanheir,

willpimpyoursistertothehighestbidderbutIjust

havenouseforyoutwosogoodbye"

Me:yousickbusted"ItriedjumpinghimbutIfist

gottomyfacefirstmademefallback

Mlondi:youstupidoldpigthedifferenceinthis

storyisthatmeandyousharethesameblood...

Andalreadywhatyouplanningtodotouswillbeno

matchwhatcomingtoyou,youalreadyhaveawolf

inthathousethatisslowlygettinghungryforblood

...Youthinkkillinguswillgetyouwhatyouwant...



Qawekaziwilldestroyyou,neverintimidatea

women"

Me:youkilledmyfather!!!"_

Helaughed

Mlondi“pullthetrigger...doitandseeifyouwill

everfindpeace,youpatheticpieceofshit!“

Iheardmybrothercursingthemwhiletheybeathim

toapulphewasalwaystherebelliousonehis

youngerthanmeandheisjustadaredevilkindofa

person

"yougoingtowishyouneversaidthat"_



Oneofthegoonssaid,butwhatsorespectful

aboutamanwhotakespowerthenearnit,Mlondi

triedfightingeveryoneofthem wasaballofcrying

masslookingatwhatthispeopleweredoingtohim

IWilladmitit,Iwasscared,andIwaspleadingfor

mybrotherslife,theyalreadydraggedhimoutandI

haveneverseenpeoplebeatupateenageboylike

this,gangingonhimkickinghim,punchinghim.

myunclepulledoutagunpointedatunconscious

MlodiwhowaslayinglifelessonthegroundIused

mylaststrengthandjumpedoutofthevaniran

afterhimbutheturnedandpulledthetriggeratme

Ifalldownandcrawledontoponmybrotherasthe

menfiredhisgunonmybacktheyrolledour

lifelessbodydownthetraintracksndthat’swhenI

hitthetracksIfracturedtheboneinmylowerspine,



IwasloosinglotofbloodIlookedatMlondione

moretimeIheardheardgunshotsandlightwas

outformeandiwasunconscious…

IwokeupscreamingMlondinameandrealisedI

wasinmyroom

“samedream“,mybrothersaidwalkinginmy

room,handedmeaglassofwater

Thisshithappened6yearsagobuteverydayI

reliveitasifitwasyesterday

Isighashehelpedmesituphisfacetoldmethere

wassomethingwrong

Me:what'swrong?"



Him:wegottwoZuluboysdownstirslookingforus

"

Me:what?...doyouthink...?"

Mlondi:noitsnothim...Ialreadydidbackground

onthem..."

.

.

.narrated***

MeanwhileSbuandBanziwalkedinsidetheoffice,

itwasjustyourtypicalofficeleatherseattableand



CCTVscreens

Sbu:howdidyoufindthem?"

Banzi:I'minaspecialforcesandfindingpeopleis

myspeciality"

"Iheardyouhavebeenaskingaboutme"mlondi

walkedin,hewasbigmuscularbuffedup,tattoos

alloverhisarmshislightskinandpinklipsmade

himtheladiesman,buttherewassomethingdark

abouthim

Sbu:itwasmoreoflookingforyou"

Mlondi"itssoundslikethesamethingtome...who

areyouandwhosentyouandhowdidyoufindme?

"



HiseyeswasonBanzihewassizinghimup,infact

Banzilaughed"somanyquestionsinonesentence

whichonemustweanswerfirst?"

Mlondi:Iseeyouhaveadeathwish"

Sbu:boyscomedownfirstlyitwasnothardfinding

youheremfethuyoulivee'qwaqwaandyoucall

yourselfShakatheZulugangster"

Banzichuckled

mlondi:youstartingtopissmeoff!!"hepointedat

Banzi

Sbu:lookitanicenameIlikeit"

mlondi:"canyougettothepointandthisbullshit



!!"

Banza:lookIwilllovetoanswerallyourquestions

butMlondiBhenguit'stimeyouwentbackhome"

Mlondipoppedhiseyesoutheneverthoughtthat

hewilleverherethatnameespeciallyinthisplace

Him:whoareyou?"

Banzi:wefriendsofthemanthatisplaningon

marriageyoursister"

Him :mysisterishappilymarriedthelasttimeI

checked,'

Sbuseatdownandcrossedhisleg



Sbu:soSbahlenamedoesnotringarebell?"

"whoareyouvele?Andtellusyourbusiness"said

aguyinwheelchairhelookedolderthantheguy

behindthedesk

Sbulookedathimandputtwoandtwotogether

thattheguyinwheelchairisNsikaBhengu

Banzi:looktocutthemattersshortweknowwhy

youranawayandweknowwhathappenstoyou.

Butleavinginhidingisovernow,yoursisterwill

needyotowalkherdowntheisle...AndNsikayour

seatiswaitingforyou...let'sjustsayyournew

brotherinlawjusttookyouruncleorkingdown"_

.

.



Tobecontinued

.

.
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Sbahle***

“Sbahle“heindicatedwithhisheadcallingmeto

hissidethewayhediditthatwassoHOT

IfthiswasamovieIwouldhavebeenrunningin

slowmotiontohisarmsnoteverydayyougetthe

mosthottestmansavingyoufromtheenemy,Ifelt

soemotionalasIrantohimandburiedmyheadon

hischest,tellmewhyI’mcrying?itmoreof

seeinghimrighthere…oohandnotforgettingmy

AuntThabidiedandnonofthis‘peopleare

moaningherdeathinsteadI’mtheaccusednumber

one

Him:“areyouok?“



Inodded

Uncle:“what’sthemeaningofthisMnguni!!"

Mvelo:sorrytocomeunannouncedbut"

Thismenofminesohumbleandrespectful,

Uncle:whodoyouthinkyouarewalkinginmy

houseasifyouownit!!“

Mveloandichuckled,yohhthismanlikeclaiming

thingsthatarenothis

Him:“justcametogetmywifeyourHighness“

SomodestinhisvoiceIdictatesthathismocking

him



Queenmother:“what….?youcannotbeserious

doyouevenknowwhatthisgirliscapableoff

?...kuyimanje...“hecutheroff

Mvelo:“withallduerespect,letsnotgettothat

rightnowIdidn'tcomeforstories,ijustcameto

getmywifeandthatit“

Uncleone:“that’snothappeningwehavenotgave

herawaytoyou“

Heheldmyhand

Mvelo:“customarylawsdisagreewithyou,Ipaid

bridalpriceforhersotechnicallysheismyproperty

now“

Idon'tlikethesoundofbeingownedlikethis,but



thewayhesaiditmeansthathisgotme

Uncle:ourculturedisagreewiththislawsofyours

...soImayallowyouspeaktoherbutnotinthis

wayyoudoingrightnow!"

Me:lookking,"hewasannoyednow"

thereisnoperfectwaythenthenow,youraiseda

handonmywifeandI'mnotsureshewilleverbe

safeinthishouse"

Mvelosaidwithachilledvoicethismenofminehas

aQueenonthischessgameandwascalculating

hismovetake,yesMveloisgoodlooking,got

bodytodiefor,dresslikeamodelbuttomethat

justabonusofthingsthatmademefallforhim

...youknowthereisnothingsosexylikeamanwith

brainswow



Uncle:shestillmydaughterAndifneededbeI

needtoreprehendher"

Mvelo:byraisingahandather??"

Mvelovoicewasloud ,gotmyuncleshakingabit

Uncle:itsmyhousemyrules,don'tcomehereand

changeourwaysuyezwa!!"

“NowanderyouBhengumanrunyourmouthlike

women,itsbecauseyouinvolvewomeninyour

meetings...Womenifyoumaypleaseexcuseus

“thatwasUncleMzamohewaswithanotherwhite

guywholookedlikewow"sizzling",theroom

becamesilenttheminutethistwowalkin

Mvelo:“takeyourMothertothehouseIneedto

haveawordwithyouruncle“



Me:“ok“

Hewhisperedinmyear“trustme“

ThismanwantmetomissallthefunreallynowdoI

havetogo?

Iturnedandlookedatmymother,Ididn’thaveto

sayawordtoherbutshejumpedonherfeet

Queen:“uyaphikewena?becausethekinghasnot

Instructedustomove"

Ihaveneverseenmymothercarryherselflikethat

beforebutshelaughed

Mom:Iwillneverdisobeymyin-lawswhatkindofa



motherwillbe"_

Queen:yourvictorylaughwillbeshortleavedwhen

Itellthemaboutwhatkindofdaughteryouraised

Mom:tryyourlevelbestQueenmotherandsee

wherewillthatgetyou,"

Queen:nxa"

Momlaughedagain"IalwaystoldyouthatIwill

havethelastlaugh...Don'tgettoupsetand

increaseyourbloodsugarlevel"

Uncle:“NontombiIdidn'tsayyoucanleave"

Mom:Iknow...ButI'mleaving"



Uncle:ifyouwalkoutthatdoor…“

Mom:“uzowenzani?,beatmeup?rapeme?

curseme?orwhatkillme?bringiton

anginandabaItoldyouthattheonlythingthatis

stillkeepingmealiveinthishouse,thathasmade

meendueeverythingthisfamilyputmetroughis

mydaughterandI’mgladthatmylatehusband

choseaperfectsuitorforher,sorightnowicando

whateveriwantI'msurewhattheycametotalkto

youaboutismoreimportantthanthisbucking

noticeyoudoing..."

Him:uthini?"

“haybooo!“theroomsaid,

Mom:speaktoMYdaughterin-lawsbeniceandtry

tobeagentleman,aishIforgotyoudon'thavethat

boneIinsideofyou"



shewalkedtowardsmeIdon’tknowwhenorhow

thequeenmotherstoodupsofastbutshegrabbed

mymothersarm

Queen:“youdonotgettodisrespectuslikethis

yezwawenanondidwa“

Ihaveneverseenorheadsuchabitchslaplike

thatinmylife,it’sthekindofsmackthatwill

definitelyleaveherdeaf,shefellNwabisarushed

tohelphermother

Nwabisa:kodwaAuntiungazeumshayeuma,she

oldand...'

Mom:don'tstartwithmewenagirl,youthinkI

haven'tnoticethatyouandyourevilmotherhave

beenconspiringtogetSbahlefiancée,youthinkI

don'tknowthatyourarrangedhusbanddisowned



himselffromhisfamilywhenhisfamilypaidyour

bridalprice...youtriedsohardtobewithhimand

herejectedyou...Kuyimanjeyousleeppingwith

yourfatherin-law,....butjealousygotthebestof

youwhenyousawtheMnguni,youwantedwhat

mydaughterhaveandyoustartedspreadingfucked

uprumoursaboutSbahlelesgodini"

Me:INI?"_.Iwasbeyondangry

Didy:IknewyouwereuptonoGoodyousuchs

patheticbitch"

"Dudu!!!"Thatwasherfather

Nwabisawascryingmess,shekneeledbeforemy

motherlags

Mom:don'teverthinkabouttouchingmewithdoes



filthyhandswena!!"

Her:Maka'SbahleI'msosorrymy.Motherforced

metodoalldoesthings"

Queen:yousuchastupidgirlnxa...ThulaManivala

lomlomowakho"_

ThepeopleintheroomwereshockedlikeIwas

Me:why?"

Nwabisa:becauseyousoyoung,waziningokuba

undlokulu"

Me:wow!!"

Nwabisa:youdon'tdeservetobeQueen,...lookat



yourself..."

Didymom:ukhohlakeleNtombazane!!"

Momkickedherandshefell

Didy:“Asshuuuu“shewasrollingonthefloorwith

laugher

Iontheotherhandhadhandsonmymouth,the

eyesinthisroomwerealloutabouttofalloutfrom

theresocket

Mvelo:“Sbahlegonow“Inodded,Ipulledmy

motherhandandwewalkedout,



Uncle:Nomtombiyouwillregretthisdayuyezwa"

Mom:fuckyouandtherestofyourfamilynxa"

"Thixo..."

"yooh"

'haybooithiniumakoti"thispeoplewereshocked

thatmymotherinsultedthem,

Shewaswalkingfast,yetIthoughtthiswasmy

escapebutmymomjustfoundabrakethrough

Me:areyouOK"Iheldherarm,shestoppedand

lookedatMe

“ngikhatheleileyanja,Ihavesufferedsomuch



becauseofhimandhethinkthateverythingihave

beentroughIwilltakeitjustlikethatlayingdown

hegotanotherthingcoming,myplantodestroy

himjuststarted"

Me:mompleasecomedown,heisnotthatspecial

orworthyourenergy"

Sheplaceahandonmycheek

Her:thisismyfightbabyandIhavebeenplanning

foryearsforthisdayanditsfinallyhere"

Me:I'msorryyouhadtogothroughsomuch

becauseofme"

Her:Iwasfulfillingyourfatherwishes,hetoldme

totakecareofyounomatterwhat..."_



Ihuggedherasshecried

Me:itsOKmom..."

"NontombiI'mI'msorryyouwenttroughallofthat

withoutusknowing"itwasDudumomandthe

otherAunts,

Momlaughedandwipedhertears

Her:Iknewmostofyouknewbutdecidedtototurn

ablindeyeonit"

Ihaveseenmymothersad,cryingorfeelingall

kindofweakbutthiscrazywomenstandingnextto

merightnowIdon’tknowher,

Mom:Justsayingoutloudmakesmecringe.



You’reprobablywonderingwhythehellIwould

evenconsiderstaying,tookeveryexpectofabuse

thisfamilybroughttroughmylifetheansweris

rightinfrontofyou,iwasawidowforcefullyforced

tomarryaManIdidnotlove,yousayitwas

culture....thatImayunderstandbutseeingme

bruisesupandspokentonoteveninmannerthat

onewillspeaktohisDogwhatwasthat?Ignorance?

Asawomenyoudecidedtoturnablindeyeto

domesticviolenceinthishouse"

OlderAunt:NontombiIgotroughwhatyougo

trougheverydaybecauseDownhereinRoyal

house,domesticviolenceiscommon,verycommon,

andIhatetosayit,butithasbecamenormhereas

well.Everyoneknowsithappens.Somedo

somethingaboutit,moresothough,mostdon’t."

Iwassoshocked

OneAunt:It’stheculture.It’sjustthewayitis.



Doesitmakeitright?Nope,ofcoursenot.Isthere

anythingthatcanbedoneaboutit?Verylittle..we

takeitallinforthesakeofourchildren..."

Dudu:oohmyGod,iknewit,mylastvisitherei

couldhearit,ithoughtmymindwasplayingtricks

onme,Imaginethesoundsofafisthittinga

womanandherscreaminginpain.Iwashorrified.

Havinggrownupinahouseofviolence,Iknowthat

soundalltoowellandallmyemotionswentinto

overdrive,ItoldmymotheraboutitShesaidThis

isnotourhomeorourterritory.Weareguestright

now.Let’sgo,thatthedayweleftforCapetown...

OohmyGodhowcouldyoumom"

Ifrozeinmyshoes.

Mom:becauseshedidn’tfuckingcare"

AtthatexactmomentIsawapolicepickuptruck



andsomefewprivatecarsparkingoutsidemyyard

Didy:whymomwhy?Iurgedyouto,pleasehelp

her.He’shurtingher!!!

IwashorrifiedthatMyjawdropped.

Didymom:itsnoteasybeingmarriedtothisfamily

tothisroyalmanmychild,Ihavetriedsomany

thingstohelpmostwomeninthisfamily,butifelt

defeatedandsosososad.Andhelpless.Butnot

onlythat,ihatetunningablindeyeandsayingthis

isn’tourhomeyourfatherhasprogrammedthat

intomyheadforyearsnow,hewillconstantlysay

thatWearevisitorshereandthisisthereculture"

Mom:notyours?,butours!.Itstilldoesn’tmakeit

rightbutit’sjustthewayitisright??"



Shelookeddown

Mom:Womenarenotheldinhighregardhere.

Theyaretobeused,rapedandbeaten.Notall,don’t

getmewrong,butalotofusareandweprayjust

forhelpinghandandyourhadthathasthepower

butyoulistentoman...itssadbecauseyouhavea

girlchild,andwomenneedtoleavebyexample"

Didymom:I'mreallysorry

Me:It’sallsofrustratingandcompletely

heartbreakingthatyouwereasilentkiller,thisis

mycountry,thisismyhomebutwillneversayits

myculture.IamastrangerinthislandandallIcan

doiskeeptrying,IpraythatIwillneverbedirectly

exposedtosuchviolenceagainbutifIam,Iwill,

onceagainbeavoiceforthatwomeninneedand

trytohelpher,HowcanIturnablindeye?Howcan

Iignorethescreamsandcriesofawomanbeing

beaten?IfImyselfI'malsoawomen,.."



Ilookedatmom"sheisasurviverandI'mproudto

saythatmymomisheadstrong,gotallofus

fooledthatsheisweakbutjustlikesmokesherise

fromtheashes,"Iheldherhand"let'sgomom"

Shetookoffherdoke,rockinghernaturallonghair

,IhuggedDidyorlet'sjustsayshehuggedme

Me:I'llcallyouOK"

Her:youbetter...takecarebabe"

IopenedMom'scarandshejumpedinthepassage

seatIwasnotabouttoaskherifsheok,sheclearly

notok,shefoundhervoiceandalIicoulddois

listentoherwhensheisreadytotalk

Mom:whatisthepolicecommissionerdoinghere



?"

Shepointedatthepolicecarsoutside,Iwander

whatmyuncleisplanningondoingIfearedthe

worse,whocalledthepolicyandwhy?Ihadtoget

mymotheroutoftheresheassaultedtheQueen

andnwabisa,infrountofroomfilledwithwhiteness

wearrivedinMvelohouselateron,

Mom:“isthishishouse?“

Me:“yesmom …“

Shenoddedfaintlysmile

Me:gotakeanapmomI'llcookyousomething"

Wehugged"thankyousithandwasami"



.

.

Tobecontinued
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Mlondi***

ThewayIhavealwaysviewedtheworldwastrough

theeyesofmyparents,beresponsiblegoto

school,gotocollege,getagirlfriendmarryher

andbeacareer/familyman,mybrotherusedto

say,heisstillthatperfectguy,yourperfect

gentlementhekindofguythatmostwomenwill



lovetocallsonin-law,thefamily'sGoldenboy,

yayaya!

Iwishthatpeoplecouldsaythesameaboutme,

butontheotherandnaah...

"myhousemyrulesmyboy,ifyoudon'tlikeit…

hereisthedoor"myfatherusedtosay

"ngizokushayaMlondoyezwa"mymom

"whyyousuchabully.Nxa"mybigsister-

Thandiwe

"yousoannoyinggetoutofmyroomandleaveme

alone..."Mybigbrother-Nsika

"yousocoolbigbrother"princessSbahleusedto

say,goingbackhomegotmehavingmixedfeeling.

Memoriesfrommypastcamerushingin,Imissed

mysisterssomuch,ImissedhomeandIhatesthat

ourfatherdiedandleftuswithmessofhisfamily..

Myparentsteachingsstillliveinmethoughand

ringinmyear,Iwastaughttoneverforgetmy

identitiesandbecomematureadults,mostpeople



losesightofwhotheytrulyareifthereareraisedin

perfectfamilyandtroughtheeyesofthereparents

...MyfathertoldmetoembracewhoIamBe

strongwhenI’mweak.BebravewhenI’mscared.

BehumblewhenI’m victoriousstaystrongformy

familynomatterwhat,takeriskanddon'tbowto

noone,ratherdiefightingthentakingitlyingdown.

MyMothertoldthatwhenitcomesdowntoit,you

couldbethemostsuccessfulpersonintheworld,

butitwillneversatisfyyouifyounottrueto

yourself.

Beingamiddlechildhasmademenotneedlove

thatmuch,parentsmostlyfocustheirattentionon

thefirstborn,lastbornorthesoftweakchild

“MlondigiveyourbrotherJerseyhisfeelingcold“I

remembermymomwillsay,

Me:“whymom?“

Mom:“becauseasmuchashisolderthenyou,he

willneedyoutobeabigabrothertohim ,you

wereborntobebrave,courageousandstrong,so

I'mnotsayingbeyourbrotherskeeperbuttakecare



ofhimwhenheneedyouthemost“

Ineverthoughtwhatshesaidwouldcometoreality

oneday,thinkingbackIwasonly5yearswhenshe

toldmedoesexactsamewords.Aftermyfather

passingIknewthatIhavetostepupandmenup.

Youknowthisbloodofmine…Thissurname…This

statusalmostkilledme,youknowwhenthedevilis

testingyouandplanstobathinyourbloodjustto

havethatpoweroveryou...Thathowthatpigfelt

whenhestoodbeforeupspeakinginbiblicalterm"

todaywerejoiceasyouwillwatchmebatheinthe

bloodofmyenemies."_talkinglikeaSupervillainas

ifBathinginthebloodofyouenemiesisthateasy

ashesaidit.

Firstofall,‘bathe‘meanstowashbyimmersing

one’sbody.Thus,asupervillainwilleitherhaveto

packaportablebathtubortransportgallonsof

bloodandhowpracticalisthatyeahright!....plans

didgohiswaybecausehedidnotmakesurethat

wearereallydead



IguessnowTherighteousshallrejoicewhenhe

seethevengeance:heshallwashhisfeetinthe

bloodofthewicked.[Psalm58:10]...Haydon'tlook

atmelikethatIwenttoSundayschool.

ForyearsIhavecalculatedthepigsmoveandIwas

notgoingseatandwatchhimtakeeverythingforus

,thatdayNsikatookabulletforme...forusandby

God'sgracewestillalive,mybrotherlosthislegs

andiswheelchairboundIlostmyheart,Itissaid

thatallpeopleareborngoodandthatevilis

somethingthatwelearn.Yet,therearesomany

peoplewhoarejusttoogoodatbeingbadforitnot

tobeinherentandthatjustmerightthere.Ihave

lackofempathyandfeelingforothersmakesit

impossibletobelievethatitwasn’tatraitIwasborn

with,thatwhyeventodayit'shardforNsikato

believethatI’mcoldhearted,

Nomatterhowlonghehasknownmemyown



bloodbrotherprobablydon’tknowanythingreal

aboutme,thenjustmebeinghiscrazyloudmouth

brotherwhodoesnotgiveashitaboutanybody

else.Ikeepallaspectsofmypersonallifeand

personalityseparateandsecretfrommanypeople.

Itmakesitmucheasiertorefrainfromgrowingan

attachmenttoothers...andjustlikeachameleons

camouflagetotheworld.

.

TobehonestIwasneverborntobelikethis,but

lifepushedmetoit,lifewasbeautifulgrowingup

butdarkcloudcameoverus,therearedayswe

sleptwithnofoodinOurstomach,noshelterover

ourhead,noclothsonourback,ourbodyinjured

fromtheshootinginfectiontakingitsplace...

Ihadtostopcryingandstartmakingmoneyfor

meandmybrother,attheageof15yearsIhad

joinedgang,wewereleavingintheshackthen,I

didnotseeaneedtogobacktoschoolbutmade

surethatNsikafinishhismatricandFurtheredhis

studies,beinghotheadedandfearlessmademe

moverankinmygang,whenIturned20Iwasgang



leader,madeshitloudofmoneyonillegalbusiness,

thisbloodmoneygavemybrotherhisqualification

inBcomaccountinghisnowworkingforsomebig

logisticcompanyandI'msoproudofhim,Iworry

abouthissociallifeattimes,andhopethathecan

moveonfromwhathappened6yearsago,asI

seatinthisplacelookingoutsidethewindowI

wanderifIwillbeabletocontrolmyselffromkilling

thatmanwithmybarehands

"bythewaythankyouagreeingtoconewithus"_

Sbusaidtomeseatingnexttome,Ilookedat

Nsikahewasreadingabook,Iknewihadtodo

thisforhimtogetclosuremaybethenightmares

willstop

Me:itnotlikeitwasbychoice"

Sbu:“Iknow,buttellmesomethingwhyhaveyou

notavengedwhatyouuncledidtoyou“

Ilaughedandcontinuedtolookoutsidemywindow

Me:“whosaidI'mnot?"

Iam killinghimslowlywithouthimknowing,Sbu



lookedatmeconfused,Iwasnotgoingtogointo

detail,NotonlyamIverysecretiveaboutmyself,

thatalsoapplieswithworkprojects.Ilovekeeping

peopleinsuspense,youneverreallyknowwhatI’m

thinkingorwhat’smynextmoveis.Instillingthis

uncertaintyinothersgivesmethepowerofsurprise

whenmakingmynextmove

Banzi:youknowforgangsteryourdealingsare

clean,nocriminalrecord,nojailtime…justtattoos

andthisblondhairofyours“

Thisboyisreallytestingme

Me:“becauseIaren’tnogangster,I’mabusiness

manyoudumbbaboon,stophatingonme,itnot

myfaultthatyouugly“

Banzi:wenja...lalelaLA..."

Sbu:ok…okgentlemancutitout!“

IbustoutandlaughedBanziclickedhistongueand

movestoanotherseat

Sbu:“youknowthatifyoucontinuetopushhim

likethishewillshootyou“



Me:“notifIshoothimfirst“

Sbu:“youtwoarejustthesame…Igiveupmight

aswellkilleachother“IchuckledandIjoinedhim

Iwasabouttoanswerhimwhenthepilot

announcedthatweneedtobuckleupasweabout

toland,wearrivedinkingshakaairportandmy

heartstartedbeatingveryfast

imademywaytoNsika,Ihadtowheelhimout

Me:youokaboutthis?"

Nsika:Idon'tknowandI'munabletogetholdof

Thandiwe"

Ourbigsisteristheonlyonethatknowsthatwe

alive,wecalleachotherondummyphonesand

destroythemlater

Me:IsweartoGodifthisissetupkuzochitheka

igazi"

Him:canyoucomedown,webothknewthisday

wouldcome"

Me:yahIcanbelieveprincessisgettingmarried"



Him:sheprobablyhatesusforleavingher,itslike

weabandonedher"

Me;Mfethudon’tsaythat,Weleftsomethingof

ourselvesbehindwhenweleftthisplace,westayed

here,eventhoughweweresofaraway.Andthere

arethingsinusthatwecanfindagainonlybygoing

backtoourbirthplace,sheisallgrownupnowthe

onlythingwecoulddoistalktoher"

Henodded,hewastappinghishandonhischair

hedoesthiswhenhisthingornervous.

YouknowFindingwaystoleavethepastbehind

youisoftenthehardestthinganyonecando.But

therearethingsyouneedtoletgoofbecauseit’sa

necessaryprocesstohelponetosurvive,Butit

isn’talwaysaneasythingformostofus.

OnethingI'm sureofisthatIdidn'trunawayor

hideIwasinplainsightandwaitingtostrike.Soin

otherwordsIhavesuccessfullyfailedtoletgoand

leavethepastbehindbecausemyhushchildhood

experiencemademethemanIamtodayandimlike

ananimalcravingbloodrightnow.



Ihadtoremindmyselfthatleavingthepastbehind

didn’tmeanIdidn’tcareaboutmymom,mysister

IwasprotectingtheminfactIjusthadtoadaptto

life’snever-changingrealitiesthatmyfamilywants

medead.

Ileaveinmyheadmostofthetimejustbeing

gratefulandappreciatetohavefelttheloveof

parentofwormhomebecauseIdon'tknowifthat

willeverbearealityformeinthefuture.

whatlifeexperiencetaughtmeisthathomeis

wheretheheartis….AndBathakathireadyonNot

I’mcomingforyou.

.

.

Tobecontinued
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noteditedatall***



Trey***

Mzamo"apparentlythereasonwearehereit's

becausethismorningwereceivedaphonecall

fromourdaughterinlawcrying"

Sbahleuncle:whywasshecrying?"

Mzamo:lookslikesheoverheardyouandyour

motherhavingaheatedchatabouthowsheisnot

goodenoughforourfamily"



Uncle;don'ttellmeyoubelievethatdeceitfulgirl,

sheistryingbyallmeanstogetourofthismarriage

andyouarelistentohervindictivelies"

Mzamo:soyouarenotskimmingandplaning

somethingthatmaybeatreattoherlife?.."

Queen:umbhedolowo...sizokwenzelanilokho?"

Mzamo:canIstand...InfactLetmestand..."

Mzamo:youknowwhyIhategreedypeople?its

becausetherealwayswantmore,thinkthatthey

haveoutsmarteveryoneelseandtheyfeelintitled

tohaveitall"

Oneuncle:I'msorrybutwhereyougoingwiththis"_



Mzamolookedathim

Mzamo:doyouknowwhoweare?"

HestoodinfrontofSbahleuncle..."Whenyoulook

atusyouseeidiotswithfatdippocketsthatyou

canmilk...?"Sbahleunclelaughedyouknowthat

annoyingMockinglaughthatmademeangry

"Igotmyownmoneybutbytraditionveleyouneed

topayabrideprice,andSbahleisexpensive

becausesheisalsoaprincess"

Me:youtalkaboutherasifsheanitem?"_

Queen:listenhearboyyoudonotcomeherewith

yourfancyEnglishandquestionourculture??"



Me:youknowthatthegreatestenemyof

knowledgeisnotignorance,itistheillusionof

knowledge..

youthinkyougotthisallfiguredout,it'seitheryou

underestimatesoroverestimatesus,yourmindis

capableofbeingquicktojudge"

Sba/uncle:lookslikeyoualsohavenpaintedthis

pictureofusthatweareafteryourmoney"_

Me:ifitsnotthecasethanwhyyouconspiringto

snatchthismarriagefromSbahleafteryou

assumedwhoweare"_

Sba/uncle:howcanwesnatchsomething

esibikiwenasedlozini"_



Me:Iwascomingtothat"Isnappedmyfigures"

thankyouforremindingmeofthatsowhyyouthink

I'mmoresuitedtobeyourin-lawsinsteadof

Nontombi"IlookedattheQueenmother,Oneof

themostpowerfulmeansofcommunicatingwith

othersnonverballyisbycallingupyourmost

piercing,incisiveeyecontact.

Isometimesalsocallthisthe“deathstare”orthe

“predatorylook.”It’stheabilitytostareinto

someoneelseandmakeherfeelasthoughyou’re

staringdirectlyintohersoul...Thiswillmakeher

fearwhatyoucansee,andgiveherunsettling

feelingabouthowmuchdoyouknowabouther

...alreadysheisshiftinguncomfortableonhersiti

gotherwhereiwanther...sheisscaredterrified,

shealreadycalculatingwhatimpreparingtoDO

her,thoughshecanonlyguessbutnevercomeup

withaconclusiveanswerbutwithaquestionthat

ask"WHAT."



Queen:allIsaidwasthat...Shenotgoodenough

tobeQueenthereIsaidit!!"

Ichuckledandsetback

Mzamo;doyouunderstandthenatureand

consequenceofyouractions...youwilldoanything

tomakesureshedoesnotmarrymynephew

here...right?"_

Queen"honestfactI'mtryingtohelpyouhere

savingyouformthatwicketchild,yournephew

deservebetter"_

Sbahleuncle:IagreewiththeQueenmotherand

weapologizeifyoufeelthatwayaboutus

Mkhwenyanaandpleaserestassuredthatwhat

everliesthatSbahlefeedyouaboutthisfamilyits

nottrue,wearehighlyrespectedpeopleinthis

communityandouralienswithyouismore



importantwecannotallowanirresponsiblechildto

destroywhatwehavebuilt"

Helookedatmerubbinghishandstogether

Austinyawned"andyetyousaidthiswasnotabout

money,soyouthoughtaboutthiswhenbeforeor

afteryoufoundourthatMveloisking?"

Queen:whatdidyousaywhiteboy?"

Mzamo:youseeyouMagogoIlikeyou,youarean

openbook,theproblemwiththerestofyouisthat

youunderestimateyouropponent,buticantblame

you,youthemostcunningbastardtherecouldbe."

Sba/Uncle:I'mnotgoingtosithereandbe

insultedbyyoufuckyourmoneyifyouwantto

withdrawfromthisarrangementdothat...thereare



plentyfishintheseathatwilltakeSbahle

Me:take?"

IhatehowhethinksthathisincontrolofSbahlelife

Him:mydaughtermychoice"

Me:Iplantomerryherwithorwithoutyour

blessingamginamsebenziukuthiwhatyouthinkof

her....andcallherathingoritemyouwishtosell

uzonyayezwa!!!"

Queen:yooshehasbewitchyouloyamthakathi"_

Me:shemusthavelearnedfromthebest...She

leanedfromyou"



Queen:yoonansiingulubeunginonela'

Austin:oohGoddoessheevershutup!!"

"listenhereboysthatnothowyouaddressthe

Queen"onemanstoodup

Austin:oohfuckthatshitsheain'tnoQueenof

mine"Austinpointedafingerathim,voiceswere

raisedeveryonetalkingovereachother,mindyou

thereonlyThreeofuswithaboutsevenZulumanin

thisroom,Austinisaredneckthewayheisso

pumpeduprightnow,hehadeventurnedRed

Sbahle:Enough!!!Justshutthefuckup!!!...You

boysdon'thaverespectyoucometomyfathers

houseandspeaktouslikethis!???..Wemaynotbe

rich,smartlikeyoubutwedonotdeservetobe

attackedinourownhomebyyou..phumaniLA!!!"



Mzamosetdown

Mzamo:westilltalkingandraiseyourvoiceatme

onemoretimeyouandIwillhaveabiggerproblem

thanwhatwehaverightnowseatdownandlisten

tome!"

Fuckthewayhesaidithejustmadethewhole

roomsubmissive

Mzamo:...listenhereI'mnotattackingyoubut

tellingyoushitthatyoualreadyknowaboutyour

selfyoutryingsoharddisguiseyourselvesasone

whoisinnocentandgullibleortrytoprojecta

differentpersonainthepresenceofotherswere

younottheoneaccusingMydaughterinlawfor

murderfewminutesago..."

"Shewasthelastpersonseenwithmywifewewere

tryingtogetanswers"oneunclesaidlookingdown



OKheisThabihusband

Me:butaccusingherofmurderwasittheright

thingtodo?"_

Queen:trustmeyoudon'tknowthatgirl,shealso

killedherfather,whyisshealwaysthelastoneto

beseenmwithapersonbeforetheydie?"_

IwasangryIfeltmyheartbeatchanging,

Me:uthini!!"

Queen:thatgirlisabitch,weonlygaveheraway

becauseyouinsisted,butsheisadevilherself,

sheevenhasamarkonherback"

Iranmyhandsonmyface



Mzamowhistled:maGogothatmouthofyoursis

pushingmyhand..."hetookouthisphoneand

typedamassage

Sba/Uncle:whoyoucalling?"_

Mzamo:againI'mgoingtoaskyouthisDoyou

knowwhoIam?Clearlyyoudon't,don'tbefooled

bythisexpensivesuiteandthingwedon'tgetour

handsdirtywekillfortheoneswelove...youhave

gonetofar...andrightnowprincessSbahleisour

ownandohhboydoweloveher"

Isawthemaninthisroomshakethereheadsthis

peoplehateSbahlewhateverrubbishtheyhave

beenfeedithasmadethemstereotype.

Mzamo:Thisgreed,jealousyandenvytowards

Nontombiskids



Haskeptyouonyourtoesforyearsyoudid

unthinkablethingsandyougotawaywithit,your

sopowerhungryandyourstupidmindsgaveyou

theideathatyou'reuntouchableandyougot

sloppyorlazytocleanupyourmessrightnowthe

copsaresearchingyourhousemaGogoforthe

poisonyouusedtokillthesweetAuntyThabioh

andBhenguwhywouldyoubutsuchadeadly

substancewithyourcreditcard"

Queen:INI!...."Shestooduprushedtothewindow

shepanickedwhenshesawthepolicecarsoutside

Thankhusband:mayoukilledmywife?"

Thepolicesirenmadeherpanicevenmore

Queen:Bhengudosomething!!!!.."



Hejustplacehishandsonhisface

Me:whatcanhedobecausewebelievethatinthis

verysamehousethereiselephantandrhinoivory...

AmIwrongfatherinlaw?"

Anotheruncle:I'mnotgoingdownforthisyezwa!"

hetookouthisgunandpointedatus

Austin:tellthattotheconstable..."

Mzamo:doyouhavewhiskeyinthishouse?"_

Thabihusband:youmotherfuckeryoukilledmy

wifeandthatwitchyoucallyourmother"he

wantedtojumpthembuttheyheldhimback



Austin:oohlookIfoundthewhisky"hewas

holdingabottlewhiskyandthreeglasses

Thecommotioninthehousemademechuckle,

QueenmotherwasslappingBhenguhewasoutof

it,oneunclewascryingonMzamofeet

"I'msorry,pleasedon'tdothisuswegotfamilies..

KidstosupportIcan'tgotojail"hewastalkingto

deafears

Austin:Itookasealedbottleyoumayneverknow

withthispeople"

Me:withallthemoneywegavehimhestilbuys

cheepstuff"webustoutandlaugh

Queen:Isaiddosomethingyoustupidman"



"whoareyou"hefinallyaskedrealitykickedin

thatshitjusthitthefan

Me;yourworsenightmare...."

Him:butwhywehaveneverdoneyouwrong"

Mzamo:haveyoueveraskedyourselfwhywe

chosethisfamilyandwewerewillingtopay

anythingtogetSibahle?"

Ilaughedandstoodupafterreceivinganotification

fromSbuthatthereoutside

Me:becauseasmuchasyoucankillapersonigazi

lomuntuliyakhuluma...Throughhiskids"

ThedooropenandNsikawaswheeledinbySbu,



Mlondifollowedandwalkedin"hellofamilyI'm

home!!Greetthepartyhasstarted"hesaidthe

facesinthisroomwerepricelessQueenmother

fainted...Ilaughed

Me:myworkhere...isdone

.

Zihlobozamikadenganicinasorryfornot

postingizolo...butnansieyokulala

I'msorryaboutgrammarandspelling...buthadto

dropone...younowwhattodo
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Sbhle***

momtookanap,whileImadeherfood,wehave

beenhereforhoursnowbutMvelohasnotcalledor

texted,Iwasloosingmymindnodoubt,curiosity

waskillingmeImademywaytotheguestroom

andfoundmomjustlookingintospace,

me:“hayareyouok“

her:“I’mnotgoingbacktothathouse“

shestartedbrakingdownandIrushedtoher



“Icant,Iwont…”

Me:“shuuuumomIwontallowitmom,Ipromise

youIwillnotallownoonetoforceyoutodo

anythingyoudon’twanttodo…“

ShejustwailedIguesssheisreplayingthe

traumaticexperiencesheeverwenttroughinthat

house,Isuckatcomfortingpeopleandhertears

justcausemetotearupaswell,somehowIfeel

likethiswasallmyfault,shestayedbecauseofme

,shesufferedbecauseofme.Lookingfromthe

outside,youwouldthinkwhensomeonefinally

escapesanabusiverelationship,theworstisover,

Nomoretorture,Nomorehell.Nomoreemotional

blackmailorphysicalviolence.Andwiththesource

ofthehurtremoved,healingcanbegin,Butafter

theexternaldangerisgone,andtheabuserisoutof

thepicture,thesurvivor’sinternaljourneyisonly

beginning,Andpartsofitcan,surprisingly,be

tougherandmorepainful,inaway,thanthe



sufferingtheyenduredatthehandsoftheir

tormentor.

Her:6yearsofmylifeIspendinthathousehoping

thisdaywillcome,Itwashellthatbloodymother

fuckerHetoremeintoshredsfor6year…6years!!!.

Heabusedmementally,physically,emotionallyand

sexuallyIlostfriends,family,anyoneIwascloseto.

Hemadesurehewastheonlypersoninmylifeso

thatifhewasgoneIhadnoonewhereamIgoing

tostartpickingupthepieces?"

Me:byadmittingyouneedhelpthatisthefirststep

therestwillfollow"

Shewipedhertearsandlookedatme



Me:I'msosorryyouwerealone...Andyouwent

troughthat,apartofmewishicouldtakethepain

away"

Her:oohbaby...Youwillknowonedaythe

sacrificeamotherhastodoforherchildren,weare

bornlikethatweprotectweshieldandwegivethe

mostwarmestlove"

Sheheldmyface"I'llbeokbaby...ItmayNottoday

,tomorrownextmonth,nextyearbutonedayIwill

"

Me:I'mgoingtoberightherenexttoyouallthe

way"

Her:Iknowsithandwasami...IjustwishIcanfind

strengthtopicupthismillionpiecesIcallmylife"_I

heldherhand



Me:lookmomLeavinganabusiverelationshipand

tryingtorebuildyourlifeit’satraumaticjourney.

Youwillstillhaveissuesdemonsthatyouwillneed

todealwithondailybases,somedaywillbeyour

highesthappyaseverandcarefreeandsomedays

willbeyourlows,it'snormaltofeeldownonceina

while,butifyou'resadmostofthetimeandit

affectsyourdailylife,youmaysufferfromclinical

depression...."

Her:stopwarringtomuchbaby...I'llbeok"

Me:momno!younotokandthereisnoshameto

sayI'mnotok,I'mgrownwomennowabouttobe

Someone'swife,stoptreatingmelikeakid,Iknow

youhurt,confusedsadandworsepastemotionally

unstableletmehelpyounow"

Her:Sbahle"



Me:momallI’mtryingtosayisthatletmewalk

withyouIt’snotaquickprocessandyouneed

someoneto

Toguideyouandhelpyouunderstandhowto

begentletoyourself,helpotherstounderstandif

theydon’t,getridoftoxicpeopleinyourlifeand

learntoloveyourself.Dowhatisbestforyouand

don’tworryaboutwhatothersthink"

Shestoodupandwalkedtothebalcony,

Me:Ialreadylostoneparentbecauseofthatfamily

andI'mnotgoingloseanother...wegoingtoreport

him"

Her:youknowIdidtrythatreportinghim,asking

forhelp,butnooneeverbelievedmeorpaid



attentiontome,IfIcoulddescribetheimpactand

aftermathofemotionalabuseinoneword,itwould

beinvisible.Emotionalabusemayleavenophysical

marks,butthedepthofthescarsandtheweightof

thepaincreatesaburdenthatpeoplecan’tsee—or

don’twanttoseeespeciallyinmycaseIwas

QueenhadnorighttospeakI'lloftheking,hehad

powerandmoneyandgotawaywithit,hetoldhis

familythatI'mwickedtryingtotainthisnameand

theBhenguname,meetingwasheldlesgodiniand

thepeopleweretoldaboutmyactions,Iwascalled

allsortofnamesevenscaredtoevenleavethe

housebuymyin-lawswereworseItookitallin

therebeatingsdidnothurtme...Itmayhaveleft

scarsandbruises,butwhathurtthemostwasthe

nameshisfamilywillcallme…“

Me:“whydidyouagreetothismom?,youknew

whatkindofmanhewas…whyyouneverleftmom

??"



Shefoldedherarmsandtriedhuggingherself

Her:itwasarranged,forcedmarriageforhimto

getmyhusbandestate,Igavehimexcesstoyour

fathersbusinessaccountsothathemaysetme

free,butinhistwistedmindwewerealreadyinlove

,hewasleavinginhisownfantasyworldtalking

aboutourfutureandhowlonghewaitedforusto

betogether,butlittledidIknowthathewas

obsessedwithme,Iremovedmywombwhenhe

toldmeImustgivehimanheir,Itoldhimtotake

secondwifesinceIcannotgivehimchildrenaftera

yearofhimsexualviolatingme"

Shelaughed

Her:Hesaidhewillneverloveanotherwomenthe

wayheloves,Ididn'tknowhismedicalrecordsbutI



believethathewasbipolar"

Me:mom...Youcouldhaveranaway..."

Her:hetoldmethatIwillneverseemyboysagain

heshowedmepictureofthembeingbadlybeaten

therewassomuchblood,Mlondistoppedmoving,

hehadagunpointedatthem"

Me;oohmyGod"

Her:soIstayed,playedaroleaperfectwifethree

yearsdownthelineIattemptedtorunawayagain

hetoldmenastythingsthathewilldotoyouandhe

willlaterauctionyoutothehighestbidderyetagain

Istayed...

,Iputyouinthatschooltoprotectyounotbecause

Ihateyou,onlymehadexcesstovisityou,hewas



furious...Icutallvisitationrightandwantedyoube

lockedawaybecauseIrathersufferalonethanwith

you,Godknowsididnottruesthim "

IhuggedherfrombehindIwascryingmess

Her:Theturmoilwasrelentless.ThefewpeopleI

sharedthiswithwereoblivioustoanyabuse.Their

empathyquicklyturnedtoexcusesforthatmans

irrationalbehavior.They’dneverwitnessedanyofit,

soIamwonderingiftheyeverreallybelievedmeor

maybethoughtIexaggeratedthetruth.Theupsand

downsbecamearegulargiginthedaysand

monthsofthatshitIcallamarriage.

Itneverstoppedorsloweddown.Itwasandisa

toxiccycleinanyabusiverelationships.Therewere

nonormaldays,someoneorsomethingwould



causeatriggerreactionwheretherewouldbe

arguing,threats,andintimidation,thendenial,

blaming,andsayingIcausedhimtoactthatway.

Therewasneveranapology,buttherewasalwaysa

guaranteedsilenttreatmentthatfollowedand

lastedfordays.Thecommunicationjuststop,as

obedientIrespondedwith"yesbaba"...

"umababaethandangizokwenza"

MyvoicewasgonenotthatididmindIwasjust

tired,Ibecameinvisible,aswellasmyfeelings

parishintothinair,

ThetimesIwantedtoleavewereimmeasurable.He

wasanexpertatconvincingmeIwouldnevermake

itonmyownandthatmykidshateme.Self-doubt

wasinevitable.Theabusebecamesuchaprofound



partofmylife,yetIstayed.Theleveloftoxicity

increasedthroughtheyears.Ibecamevery

depressedonethingthatkeptmegoingwasyour

smile,wisewordsstrongabilityIsawyourfatherin

you,IlostsomuchSbahleandImadeadecision

thattheminuteyougotovarsityIwouldtakemy

life.."

Me:“youstayedbecauseofme?“

Her:“notyou...Allofmychildrenhaveyouever

heardthatsayingthatsays'Godcouldnotbeevery

wherebutheamother'.Blessedisamotherthat

wouldgiveuppartofhersoulforherchildren...a

mothersscarifiesjumpallboundaries,Ihadto

protectyou…youwastheonlythingthatmademe

takeitall,….Themanwaspsychopathheusedmy

childrentohavehiswaywithme“

Me:I'msosorryma"Ipulledherforajug



Her:I'mfreebabythankyou..."

Shefreeyesbutsheisstillemotionallychained,we

criedineachotherarms,Iwishmyfatherwasstill

alivemomneedhishug

"ma"abigmalevoiceechoedinourroomno...no

itcannotbe!

Iturnedaroundandheldmymouthinshock

Mom:Nsika....isthatyou?.....oohMtanami"she

criedandIlookedatmybrothertearsgushingdown

Ilookedastheycriedineachotherarmshestill

looksmorelikemygrandfather,roundfacebig

eyes,IwishIcouldseehowtallheisbuthewasin

thewheelchair,hekeptsayinghissorry,hissorry...



Buthewastheoldestboyinmymotherchildrenbut

decidetoLeaveus

Henevereverspokeupevenwhentheysoldmom

tothatmonsterorevenfoughtforforourfathers

legacy,Nsikawas18whenourfatherdiedsurely

hecouldhavedonesomething,

"itsOKmyboyyouherenow"

"youwenttroughallthatalone,I'mreallysorry

mom"oohFuckhimwhatwillsorryhelp?Buthis

mybrotherhishereifhisinwheelchairchairmay

meanthatthepigputhimthere,

Shouldijoininonahug?...shouldcrywiththemto,

Ifrozeonthespot,Ididn'tknowwhattodo,Iwas



bornintoaloving,up-classfamily,wherewere

siblingrivalriesthatsurfaceddailybutitwasjust

normalthingbecauseourparentstaughtustolove

eachotherneversleepwithoutresolvingourissues.

But,likemostfamilies,themostimportantthings

wewereastrongasateam.Aswegrewup,some

remainedcloserthanothers,aftermyfathers

passingeverythingwentsouth.Mysisterwas

alreadymarriedlivinginanothercountry,my

brotherwerelivingthereownlifeandIbecame

daddylittlegirlhewasmybestfriendandwespend

lotoftimetogether.

TheonlytimeIrememberwheremeandmy

siblingsweretogetheritwasmyonsisterwedding

thereisaphotoofuslinkingarmsonthatday

SmilingatthecamerathatwasthelasttimeIrecall

havingsiblings.

AndtragichituswhenweleastexpectedDaddied,

IlookedaroundmeandInoticethatmyworldis



gone

WhenaparentdiesasyoungestiNeededmybig

sisterorbigbrothertoseeksolacefromthem.

Thandiwewasmarrieddidnotevenstaylongafter

thefuneral,Nsikajustmournedaloneandwason

hisownbubble,Mlondistartedahabitofsmoking

anddidGodknowswhat,himbeinghighallthe

timewasnouseforme,noonestepuporshown

anyinteresttohelpmeimmenselyinthehealing

process.Adjustingtothedeathofaparentismade

easierwhenyouhavesiblingsgoingthroughthe

samegrieftogetherbutyetagainiwasalone,this

momentrighthereisbittersweetforme,Imissmy

brother...butdoIreallyneedhimnow?Ilookedup

andsawmvelolookingatmewithaworrylook,I

foundmystepIpassedmotherandSonhavinga

tearfulemotionalreunionhuggingandkissingmom

thankingGod,Nsikasayingsorry,ilookedathim

oureyeslockedasIpassedhim



"Princess..."Hecalledouthehasmyfathervoice

now,Istoppedbutdidnotlookathim,

Him"Sbahle...SisiWami...Mtakama"Hecalled

outagainbutIfoundmyfeetwalkingtothearmsof

themanthatIhaveknownforfewmonthsbuthas

shownmethathewillmoveheavenandearthjust

tobewithme

Him:itsOK"hepulledmetohisarmsaswewalked

tothemainbedroomhetookofhisshoesjumpedin

thebedandcuddleme,hisholdalonereassured

methatI'msafewithhim

Me:isMlondialive"Ifinallyasked

Him:yes"

Iheldmybreaththinkingabouthim,isheOKdidhe



losealimpaswell?

Him:hisfineSthadwasami..."

Ibreathout

Me:wheredidyoufindthem?"

Iknowthathistheoneresponsibleformybrothers

comingback,

Him:Qwaqwa..."

Inodded,Icanfeelhischestmovinghehasso

mayquestionsaboutmyactionsbackintheother

roombutrightnowitsnotthetime,Idon'tknow

howIfeel



Me:pleasegivemetime...Idon'tknowhowIfeel

rightnow"

Him:itsok"hekissedmyforehead,

Iclosedmyeyeswonderingifitwasnotforthis

manrighthereifhewasnotinmylifewouldmy

brothershaveorwouldtheyhavenotcomeback

home??

.

.

Tobecontinue duetohighdemandandinbox

massagesaboutnextinsetIpostedwithoutediting

...yooZihloboidramaengaka
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Mlondi****

IhadpaidthePolicecommissionertogivemejust

5dayswithmyUnclehecanarresttherestIdon't

giveafuckbutthismanhereIstillwanttobond

withhim,Ihaven'ttouchedhimbutIjusthadfew

minutesoflookinghimintheeyejusttoinstilfear

inhim,IhadhopedthatNsikawillfindclosurein

thisfuckedupreunionbutexpectedheactedlike

pussyandaskedforMaka’Sbahlefuckmybrother

issofty.

SohereIamsettingonthecoffeetablelookingat

him

Me:“bhoooooh!!!“hejumpedandIbustoutand

laughed

Me:“yousofunnywowthatlook…holdupdidyou

peeyourself?”

Him:youalive?…buthow?Imean…“



Me:“no!I’maghost…“Iopenedmyeyesgivinga

scarylookIbustoutandsniggeredathis

expression

Me:“it'scrazythatyoushotmefourtimesandI

survived,thinkingaboutitwhoisonhisrightmind

shootateenageboyfourtimes?“

Helookeddown,Idon’twanthispityorsorryright

nowIwanthimtobethemightymanhewas6

yearsago

Me:konjewhatdidyoucallit?………….”ATAKE

OVER...BATHINTHEENEMYBLOOD!1“

Ilaughedathimthewayhistremblingrightnowits

sofunnynohighandmightyIsee.

EventhisdayIcouldnotbelievethatIsurviving

numerousgunshots,andmiraculousI’monmy

feet…doctorswhohavetreatedmygunshot

woundssaythatbeingshotisnotautomaticallya

deathsentence...butinmycaseIwassupposeto

havebeendead“It’samatteroftotal,straightluck,

andIneedtothankmyGodorIdlozi”

Me:youknowwhattheDrtoldme?“



Hejustlookedatme

Me:oohwellIwilltellyouanywayhesaid‘How

canIgetsomanybulletsinmychest,thegroin,the

abdomenandextremitiesandnothavealethal

injuryitsprettyremarkable,”

Him:“I’mreallysorry,Idonotknowwhatgotten

overme,IsweartoGodIdidnotplantokillyou,I

wasbadlyinfluencebytheQueenandtheelders

theytoldmethatifIdonotkillyouwillkillme,…“

Me:“Idonotbelievethatyoursorry,whatIknow

forafactisthatyoukilledmyfatherbecauseyou

wantedmymother,youalwayshavethis

obsessionandinfatuationabouthersoyoudecided

tokillthecompetition.…andusedusascollateral

foryoutohaveyourwaywithher“

“Isawherfirstandyourfathertookherfromme!!….

“heroad

Iclappedmyhands“wowbravo,nowwegetting

somewhere,hereisthemanIwantedtosee,

finallyyoucameouttoplay!“

Him:“fuckyoubusted..Whatyougoingtodokill



menow!!!“

Itouchedmychestinshock

Me:“weeeholdyourhorsesdon’tgetoveryourself

deathiswaytoeasyforyoumydearestuncle…“

Him:“Ishouldhavekilledyou!“

Me:“yahyoushouldhave…Iknowithurttosee

mehere…butguesswhati'm lovingit“

HechuggedtomeandtriedpunchingmebutI

punchedhimfirsthefelldownandIgavehima

motherofkicksinhisabdomen

Him:“aahhhhh“

Me:“I’msorry…“Ikickedhim

“Ididn’ttomeantohityou“kickontheface

“sobeagoodboyandstayhere“kicksobadthat

hestartedcoughingblood

“whileconsultwithabaphansionwhatImustdoto

you,whoknowsmaybethedeaddonotwantyou

either“Ispitonhimbloodymotherfuckernxa

Him:youknowifIgetoutofhereIsweartoGODI



willdestroyyou“hesaidcryinginagony

Sbuwalkedinwithplateoffood,hemadehimself

athomeIsee,Banziwassomewhereinthehouse

onhisphone…,Ihaveorderedthatalltheguards

andmanthatwereworkingwithmyuncletobe

killed,Iwouldn’thavedonethisalonewithout

SunnyheisoneoftheGuardsthatwasmyeyes

andearsinthisplace,hisfatherwasaloyal

servanttomyfatherandhetoldmethathewilldo

anythingthatwillhelptakemyUncledown

Me:“Sunnymyman“

Him:“Boy…it'sdone“

Wefistbump,

Sunny:“Ireallymissedgettingmyhandsdirtyfuck

whatatrill“

IlaughedandaskedSunnytotakemyuncletothe

backroomIheardhimcryinvainwhenIturned

aroundhewasbleedingonthefloor

Me:“whatthefuckSunny???“

Him:“hewasnotcooperatingwhenIaskedhimto



move“Sunnywipedtheknifewithmyunclesshirt

ashepulledhimanddraggedhim

,Ilookedathimheshrunkhisshouldersmeand

Sbubustoutandlaughed

Me:Ineedtosmokedudeyoucrazy“Imademay

mywayout

.

.

Itookoutmylighterandplaidwithit,smokingin

myfatheryardwillnotbeidealmoveunlessIwant

himtojumpoffthegraveandstrangleme,fuckI

needtoquitethisshit.Iwalkedaroundmybirth

placeandafloodofmemoryrushin,thisplacehas

notchangedthatmuch,itsjustlookslikemoreof

anestateorgatedcommunitynotlikeoldendays

whenthisplaceusetohavethousandsrondavel,

nowit'sbigmansionhouse.Istoppedandlooked

atmyfather'shouse,thelightswereonSunnydid

tellMethatwhenSbahlevisitshestaysatmyfather

house,IlookedatitdebatingifIshouldwalkinor

not,Icontinuedwalking…



imademywaytomyfathergraveinstead,it's

cleanI'mguessingmakaSbahlespendmoredays

heretheninherhouse,Ilookedattheengrave

stoneandavaseoffreshpinkandwhitetulips,yep

mymotherwasherethisareherfavouriteflower,

theengravemessageonhistombwassotouching,

Ilookedatitasifmyfatherwilljustshowup,Ihad

alottosaybutdidn'tknowwheretostart,yetagain

thatsamefeelingIfeltwhenhediedcamebackI

feltblankandnumbathisfuneralIwasn’tableto

makemyselfcry,eventhoughIknewpeople

expectedmeto,Ijustcouldn’tfeelanythingatall.

I’mnotsureifIwasangrythathediedorangryat

myselfthatInevergotthechancetobondwithmy

fatherIwasgoodatmakinghimangrybuttohave

oneononebondingsessionwasoneofthoserare

momentsiftherewerenonatall.

Foryearsafterhispassing,I'dfeelthesameway–

hollowedout,theysaymymother'sgriefremained

rawandintenseneverdiminishingastheyears

passedIhadwitnessglimpseofitbeforewewere



shippedawaytoourdoom,Ipuzzledoveritat

times,asmyparentshadhadsomanystormy

argumentsduringmychildhood...mostofthemI

wasthecaused,

Myfatherwantedtoteachmehowtobe

responsibleanddiscipline,whilemymotherargued

thatI’mstillyounghemustletmebeIwillfindmy

footingwhentimecomes,ItwasonlywhenI

becameanadultthatIrealizedloveanddiscordcan

oftencoexistthispeopleloveeachotherbutmostly

lovedtherechildrenmorethananything.

Overtime,thatstrangecoldblanknessinsideme

meltedawayasIstartedtounderstandthe

emotional,culturalandsocialbarriersthat

preventedmyfatherandIfromtrulyknowingeach

other,IstartedtopiecetogetherthingsthatIhad

overlookedortakenforgranted,thegesturesand

thefewwordsorglancesthatcumulatively

indicatedthatweweredeartohim.IsmiledasI



reflectingonmylife,Irememberedthedaymy

fathertookmetothisverysamefamilyburial

ground

MyDadgazedaroundthecemeteryandsaid:“Look

atallthosestones,Mlondi.Eachonerepresentsa

life.Marriages,divorces,losses,financialstruggles,

successes.Weallspendourlivestryingtoavoid

thisplacebutdeathisinevitable.Iguessthetrickis

toliveagoodlife.”Ineverforgotmyfather’s

remarks.Weareallbornterminal,asheusedtosay.

..lookingatitnowhewasindirectlypreparingme

forthedayhewillpasson,Imoanedhimlikeany

otherchildwilldotohisparent,butIeasyletgoof

holdingontohimandwishinghisalivebutlived

throughhisteaching,ImaynotbeperfectbutItry

nevertodisappointhim,hemaynotbearoundbutI

knowheislookingdownonme.Myfatherwasa

simplemenwithaheartofGoldandlivedforhis

familylovedustodeath,myGoalistofillthosebig

shoesheleftbehind,Ihaveprotectedmybrother

andnowIneedtodothesamewithmymotherand

sister.



Itsbeen6yearssincehepassed,WhatIregretthe

mostishowmanytimesIjustwantedtohugmy

fatherandtellhimhowmuchIlovedhim.Prideand

egogotintheway,butI’mherenowIcannot

changethepastbutIcanleaveforthenow.

IbreathoutloudasIcrouchdown,

Me:thankyouforkeepingourfamilysafe,Iknowit

washardfightinganenemycalledfamily...Ihope

youproudofthemanIturnedouttobe...Imiss

andlovebabaKaSbahle"

wipedmytearsandprayed"forgivemefatherforI

haveseen,I'mnotperfect,Rememberthatandtry

toforgivemewhenIfailyou.Lordpleaseforgive

meformysinning,Iain'tsayingthatI'mfinished

butI'mprayinginadvanceCausethedevilislie

whenhethinksI’mnotgoingtoavengemyfather's

deathandtheagonymyfamilywenttrough"

IwalkedbacktothehouseIfeltabitlightthen

wheniwalkinthisyardIlookedatmyfather's

houseonemoretimebeforewalkingtomyuncle

housetostartthegamesoftorture.



.

.

Tobecontinued

chapter33
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Sbahle****

Iwokeupaloneinmybed,anditwasmorning

Mvelowasnotonsightbuthelefthisscent

lingeringinthisroom

Ihaven’tsleptlikethisinyearsIfeltsosafeinhis

armsthatmusthavedozeoffandpassedout.

Iwalktothebathroomtodomyhyginprocess

therewasnewtoletrieanditwas‘ohsoheavenly

product‘thesameproductareuseonlydifference

thisarenew,Ismiledtomyselfandhowdidhe

knowthis?

Idecidedtojumpinthebathtubandshocked



myself.

YesterdayevencamerushinginandIfoundmyself

goingunderwaterbecausetheyjustbecameto

noisy

Idon'tonhowonearthamIgoingtofacemy

brothers,Ihaverelievedthisdaysomanytimesin

myheadbutwhenitfinallycomeIdon'tknowhow

toactwhattodoorwhattosay,amIangry,sad,

disappointedorjusthappy…Idon’tknow.

Twomonthsfromnowwouldhavemarks7long

yearssinceIhavespokenorseenmysiblingsif

theydidnotshowupyesterday...howdoIdeal

withthatgoodlordIdonotknow.

Thiswholereunitingoffamilymademethinkofmy

sisteraswell,ThelasttimeIspoketomysister

wasonmyfatherfuneral

'bestrongok"shegavemeacoldhugasifIwas

wetorstinking,shedroveofftoherposhlifestyle



shewasinhurrygoingtoBrazilwithherhusband

andwasnotgoingtobeheldbackbuyafuneral

andfamilyfeud.

Iwas12yearsoldwesheleft,wewereyearsapart

butstillshewasmybigsisteraphonecallwould

havemademyday,ButShewas“toobusy”Itried

tocallherforseveralweeksandsentmany

unansweredtexts.WhenIopenhercontactonmy

phone,whichhardlyhappensanymore,Isaw

trailinglineoforphanedbluetickmassagesfrom

metoher.

IlookatherFacebookstreameveryonceinawhile

whenihadphonebackthenandIcouldseethat

sheseemstobeenjoyinglifewithnoneedfora

sisterormother.Photosoftrips,,newcloths,new

carsalltheblingandtheglambutnoletternoemail

nocalltomejusttoseehowIwasholdingup.

It’spossibleshewillcomearoundagainmymom

willsay,butthistimeseemsdifferent,Thistime

seemsmorefinal.I’mdoneridingthisrollercoaster

wheresheistheonlyoneinthedriver’sseatIhave

toldmyselfthatIhavenosisterthedayofmy



memulowhenshedidnotshowup,butTold

NwabisathatshehappyI'mfinallymovingoutfrom

homeandImustusethispassagewisely,wouldit

havebeenhardforhertotellmethat.

AndnowIhavethisissueofmybrotherbehindthat

door.Asmuchasfearthatourcircumstances

mighthavebeensimilar,wewereunderouruncles

oppressionindifferentway,butwouldtheyhave

comebackhomeWithoutmetakingthelead,

technicallyIdidbecauseMvelofeltthatasmy

hubbyheneedtostepupandmakemehappyand

changemylivingconditioninthathouse,sonow

mybrotherarehereandIneedtoreuniteand

reconcilewiththemwhichseemsunlikely,sinceI’ve

alwaysplayedtheroleoftheinitiator,I’mlosing

respectforthispeoplewhocallthemselfmy

siblingstheyjustseemsnotcaremymother

almostdieinthathouseandwassinkingin

depression,sheneededtoberescued,butmybig

sisterturnedablindeye,Nsikajustdidwhathe

doesbestandkeephisheaddown.Iunderstandhe

wasyoungthenbuthallohisgrownassman,he



couldhavemadehismoveyearsbackIfeellike

thispeopleIcallmysiblingsTheredisloyaltyis

repulsivetowardsme.

AfterdrowningmyselfinendlessthoughtIrose

underwater,thathasturnedcoldwhichmademe

askmyselfhowlongwasIunder?

Afterdrainingthetub,Idriedmyselfandwrapped

myselfintowelwhenIsteppedofthebathroomI

foundtheslidingdooropenandMvelowas

standingoutsidehewasonhisshortsandgolfT-

shirt,Ilovehowthickandrichhishairisandthat

hedoesnotputthatmucheffortinit,itwaslet

loosebutstilllookedsohotregardless,hesmelled

sogoodthatIwishIcouldhughim,hewasoncall

a,videocall

"butdaddyyoupromise"

Him:IknowpumpkinbutitoldyouthattheQueen

isnotfeelingwell“

Her:didyourubherbackandsangherlalabyelike

youdotoprincess"

IcouldnotseehimbutIcouldtellhewassmiling,



Zitheloisatalkativechildforherage,shebubble

MveloalwayssaythatsheislikeherbigsisterPam,

Ilistentothemtalkandlaughitwasbeautiful

momenttowatch,Mveloisgreatfathernodoubt

andsometimesIseemyfatherinhisinhim,I

guessittruethatWomenwhoenjoygoodchildhood

relationshipswiththeirfathersaremorelikelytofall

inlovewithamanthatresembletheirdad

"Iloveyoutoopumkin"

Heturnedaroundafterblowingmillionofkisses

andoureyesmeet,hisfacelightupwhenhespeak

tohisdaughter

Him:oohGoodmorning"

Me:morning"

Him:“Zeesayhigh“

Me:“Iheard…“

Him:“howlonghaveyoubeenstandingthere“

Me:“longenough...“

Hesidesmiled,hedidnotmovebutcontinuedto

lookatmeherestedonhissideandleanonthe



doorframe,helookedatmefromtoetoheadooh

shootI'monlywearingatowelaveryshorttowelhe

chewhisinsidecheek,Ineedtorunfast

Him:wowyougotbeautifullegs"

"thankyou"Ilookedaround…yesclosetnow

Sbahle,Irushedtotheclosetbutfelthandstouch

myshoulderIfrozeoohGod,hishandsranonmy

backhedidnottalkbutthegentlefeelingofhis

handsonmybereskingavemetinglingfeeling,it

waslikehewastouchingsomethingthat'sfragile

hecaressedmesosoftly,careful,intentional,and

thoughtfully,MybodyimmediatelyfeltthingsIdid

notknowtheyexisted,histouchrelaysamultitude

ofmessages,fromsexualattractiontodeep

admiration…Ididnotknowwhathewasdoingand

whyhishandsuddenlystrokemybackgently,he

gentlyloosenmytowel,Igaspedandgrabbediton

mychestsotightmybackwasexposedIfeltthe

towelrestonmywaist.

"itsbeautiful...."Hesaidinmyear"youare

beautiful"....Hecontinuetotakemybreathaway

byeachwhisperandtouchIcouldfeelhisbreathon



myskin,Warmthradiatingthroughmeandreally

contented,likeI’m wrappedinawarmblanket

instead.Yetsonervousandcompletelyvulnerable.

IthenbecomeawareofwhatI’mfeelingandifeel

shamestraightafterIdesperatelyhopedthathe

doesnotpicuphowsuchasmallacthassucha

hugeaffectonme,Iwasgetting,redderand

prayedthatmyfacialcolourdoesn’tbetrayme.

Him:babywhatdoesitmean?"

IwaslostIfelthimmovingmytowelupandIpulled

itandre-tieitup,Ifeltvolcanoonmybodyerupting

,whymyfellinglikethis,waitwhatdidheaskme?

IwasnervousbutyetIwishhishandswerestillon

mybareskin,Icouldnotfacehim,I’mscaredon

whatmighthappened,oohGodamIreallyarose?

Hislipswereonmyneck.HekissedmeIheldmy

breathlettingoutawhisperofsound,heiswayto

tallandIfeellikeamidgetunderhishold,he

huggedmefrombehindhisheartratewasbeating

abnormallyfastaswell,

Him:thetattoobabewhatdoesitmean"



Whereisthisdamnvoicewhenyouneedit,

AndwhyamIsuddenlyfeelinglikethiswithhim?I

meanIhaveheldhishandandevencuddledwith

himneveroncehashebeenthisclosetome,tomy

skin,Iwashotmybreathingchange,shitIgotta

pee

"I…i..t...I..itsmyfathername"

Hekissedmyneck,

Him:itsbeautifulstophidingit...,IaskedZoeto

buyyoufewclothessinceyouandherhavesame

tastehopeyouwillfindeverythinginthecloset"

Me:“what?...Imeanhow?“Iturned

Andheattackedmewithakissandleftmepanting

afterfewminutes

Him:“Ithinkyouneedtogogetdress“

Inodded

Me:thankyou"hekissedmycheek

Him:gogetdressed...,“hepoppedhiseyesandI

giggledIdashedoff,IenteredtheclosetIplaced



mybackonthedoor

"whatthefuckwasthat?"Iheldmyneckwherehis

lipleftwetkissedandmycheekIopenedmyeyes

comingdownfrommyhigh,

Me:“hhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhha!“

Him:“what’swrong….“heaskedontheother

room

Me:Nothing,imgood…“hechuckled

IalmostdroppeddownwhenIrealisedhowfullthe

closetwas,thisisnotfewclothes,Iranmyhands

ontopjeans,dresses,topsandmyfavouriteshoes

,tackiest,snickersIjumpedupanddownin

excitement,oohGoditslikeIdiedandwokeupin

closetheaven,Ijumpedintobabypinkabovethe

kneedress.Ithuggedmeandshowoffmyassets,

Iletmybraidslose,draggedmyflopsandIwas

outsurprisinglyMvelowasstillinourroomlaying

onhisbackonthecouchwithhiskneeshighhe

wasonhisphone,shouldIbeworriedabouthim

alwaysonhisphoneeverytimehegetsamoment

awayfromme?



"spititout"

Me:mmm"hedidnotlookatme

Him:Icouldsensethatyourgettingworkedout

aboutsome...wow"hedidnotfinishhewaslooking

atme

Hedroppedhismouth,Ipulledmyhairuptomessy

bun

Him:nowcanIgetmymorningkiss"

Me:onlyinononecondition…..youputthatthing

awayfromyou…."hethrewhisphoneonthebed

Hepataspacenexttohim,Imovedtohimand

withinasplitsecondsheflipmeoverandwe

exchangingspititwasslow..andsoooogood,it

feltlikeheaven,"Ilovethisdressonyou"hesaid

betweenkiss,sothisishowlovefeelslike,Iwas

floutingitlikeIhadnoproblemsnoworriesinthe

worldthistimerighthereonlybelongtous

Him:“canyoubelievethatwegettingmarriedin2

daysfrom now“

Ipoppedmyeyesandburiedmyfaceonhischest



ashechuckled

.

.

noteditedshootmeguysithoughtiwillstrikebuti

justcouldnotstayaway...happyweekend

chapter34

.
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Sbahle***

IwaslaughingmessMveloiscrazywhenhelikes,

wehavebeenlockedupinthisroomforhoursnow

ourstomachwasrumblingwithhungerweboth

avoidingthepinkelephantintheotherroom my

brothersaredownstairsandMvelowasafraidof



mymombutmostlymybrothers,itwasnotbeing

afraidpersaybutIknowthathejustwantedto

avoidthembecauseofrespect,

AsmuchashepaidLobolaformebutI'mstillthe

lastbornandknowingmybrotherstheywillfuss

overmeandmakethissituationevenmore

awkwardthenitalreadyis

Irestedmyheadonhischestandheplayedwith

mybraids,thisrightherefeltsoright,havealotof

hyperactive,sometimesanxiousvoicesinmyhead

prettymuchallthetime.IknewwhenIrealizedthat

whenwe'retogethertheextravoicesgosilentandI

justfeelverypeacefulandwarm.WhenIlookat

himIjustfeelthisreallysolidfeeling—thissortof

strongfeelingofdeepsatisfactionwithhintsof

pridethatdoesn'tfeelvulnerabletodoubtor

speculation—I'dknownhimforalmostthree

months,wehavespendfewdaysineachother

armsandItoldhimIthoughtthatIwasinthe



processoffallinginlovewithhim,andhejustsaid'I

loveyou,toojustsealedthedealI'mnoexpectin

lovebutMveloandIconnectinamorespiritual

level.

makingupwithhimhasmademefeelsomekindof

way,therushmybodygetswhenourbodyconnect

isoutofthisworld

“I’mnotwalkingoutofherealone“

Him:“Ineedtohelicoptertocomeandgetme

fromthebalcony“

Ibustoutandlaugh

Him"nowevenyourmomisgoingtolookatme

funnylookhowredyourcheekslook"



Me:uyaphaphanje"

Him:yournutcasebrotherwillshootmenodoubt"

Me:Iwishmom wasalonebehindthosedoors"

Him:“imsohungryrightnow“

Andonqueuehisstomachgrumbled,iuntanglemy

selffromhishold

Him:uyaphi"

Me:weneedtogoeat"_

ashissoontobewifeit'smyresponsibilitytofeed

him,haydon’tlookatmelikethat,Iwasraisedby

agoodwomenandsomeofhertradesrubontome



,

Me:“comeletsfacethemusic“

Hepulledmebacktohishold

Me:“Mvelo…wecanhidehereforever“

Him:nohle-hlelookatthetimeit'safter9:00

alreadywhattheygoingtothinkIwasdoingtoyou

here"

Ibustoutandlaugh,IlovehowhecallsmeHLE-

HLE,IhaverealisedthatIhavedifferentnickname

foreverymoodoroccasionwithhim,,whenhetells

mehelovesmeorboostmyself-esteem hecalls

meNdlokuluorNdlovukazi,whenImakehimangry

I'mMabhenguandIbelievethathle-hleismy

bedroomname,becausehecallsmethatwhenhe



looksatmewithlustfuleyeshelookssexywith

semiopenedeyes,

Me:comelet'sgoeat…“

Him:“i'mtakingyououtforbreakfast“

Istoodupandfixedmydress“thatwastingmoney

youhaveenoughfoodtofeedthevillageinthis

house…“

Him:butisidealthatmymymotherinlawcookfor

me?"

Me:IgiveupIwillgodishupforyoume"

Him:andwhattheygoingtosay...Thatmaking

mattersworse"



Iplacedmyhandsonmywaist,allalonghiseyes

wereonme,hebithisinnercheek,

Me:“Inowthatlook..nothappening…“

Helaughedoutloud“haybongenzeni?“

Hesaidwithasidesmile,Jesuscomesaveme,I

squintedmyeyesandshookmyhearthejumped

uponhisfeet,Istatedmovingbackwards

Him:youcomerockingupinherewiththissexy

numberandyouthinkIwillkeepmyhandsto

myself...never!"Idonottrustmyselfwhenhe

speakslikethis,Ifoundmyselfslowlywalking

awayfromhimbutcouldnotgetfarasheheldmy

waist



Him:damnyousexy"hewhispered,Iblushedand

lookeddownitnotwhathesaidbutthewayhesaid

itthatgotmefeelingsomekindofaway,ever

sinceMvelocametomylifeheshowersmewith

compliments,IknewI'mbeautifulbutIwasnever

comfortablewithmylooksthatwhyIhideunder

baggyclothesandboyishlookandthismancame

alongandmademestepoutofmyshell,Let’sbe

real,wordscarrysomuchenergyanddependingon

thelovelanguagetherearecertainthingsyour

partnersaysthathitsyoutoyourcoreandboost

yourconfidencerightnowIfeellikeamillionbucks

Me:youknowflatterywon'tgetyouanywhere..."

Him:Ipreferyourlipsonminethenyouchallenging

me"

Idroppedmymouthopenandwithoutinvitationhe

alreadyattackedme,NeverinmyentirelifeIhave

seenorthoughtthatI’msexyandtohearhimsayit



Ipersonallythinkit’soneofthesexiestthingsany

mancansaytowomen.Thereissomuchcertainty

anddesireinthatonephrase.Suchaturnon!Jesus

ChristIamturnedon,mypantylineriswet,what

hasthismanturnmeinto,Ineedtostoplocking

lipswithhimrightnowIpulledoutofhisjuicylips

slowly...

Him:mmmm"

Islowlypullawayfromhisholdbuthepulledme

closerhishandsarestrong,hestartedticklingme

whenIpulledafaceonhim,Iwiggleoutofhishold

evenhadtearsonmyeyesduetolaughter,Iran

towardsthedoorwowIescape,ifIstayedany

longerinthatroomIdon’tknowwhatwouldhave

happened,MveloissohypnoticandI’mjust

trappedinhislustfulpoweroverme

Him:“youknowthatyoucanneverrunawayfrom

meforever“



Me:Iknow..."Ishoutedback

Istartedlaughingasheranafterme,hecaught

upwithmebythehallway

Me:“aslongasIhavelegstorun…“

Him:“Iletyouwin,youcanneveroutrunme…..

onedayisoneday“

Webothlaughed,

Theroombecamesilentwhenwewalkinthere

wereseatedindiningtable,thislookslikeperfect

pictureifonlymyFatherandsisterwasaround,

thelooksIgotweremixedmomsmiled,Nsika



lookeddownhewasstillsadaboutmenot

welcominghimlastnight,Mlondiontheotherhand

wowhissogrownupwhatthefuckishewearing

andblondhairforreal?

Mvelo:sanibonani"

OnlymomandNsikagreetedhimback,shitnow

what

Mom:ImadebreakfastIhopeyoudon'tmind"

Mvelo:notatallNdlovukazi...I'mgladyoumade

yourselfathome"

Mom:thankyouMtanami...Butpleasecallme

"Ma"



Mvelo:yeboMa"

Momsmiled

Her:Comejoinusplease,"

Mveli:thankyou"Iheldhishandtighteraswe

walkedtothetable,breakfastwasawkward,mom

andNsikaweretalking,Mvelojoinedinhereand

there,Mlondiwasjustlookingatmewithfolded

arms

“soyoudecidedtolockmysisterintheroomtill

thistime“

IlookedupitwasMlondi,

Mvelo:“I’mreallysorryIknowthismaylooklikeI



disrespectedyouMabutSbahlewasnotwell“

ma:iunderstand..."

Mlondi:”holdupwhyyouapologizingtomymother

alonebecauseI'mtalkingtoyou!!!"

Ifeltlikerollingmyeyesathim,Iopenedmymouth

buthislookmademeshutit

Mvelojustlookedathimanddrankhisjuice,thisis

goingtogosidewaysthistwoarearrogantandno

onewillbowforanother

Mlondi:“kahle...Kahlewhat’syourintentionwith

mysister...“

Mvelo:“excuseyou?“

Mom:cutitoffMlondi"



Mlondi:ImeanIt'sanarrangedmarriagethereis

nolovesonjefindmeI'mlost....ninzanivele?"

me:wow!"

Mvelolaughedandwipedhishands"

Mlondi:“Idon’tlikerepeatingmyself“

Mvelikissedmycheek

Mlondi:OKMrletmemakethiscleartoyou...

Sbahleisnotreadyforthisshamyoucalla

marriage"

Me:soyoudecidedtocrawloutfromthatrockyou

werehidingunderandgaveyourselfaroleofbeing

myfather,lasttimechecktheonlyparentorfamily



Ihaveismymother“

Mvelo:“Sbahle…“hesaidsoftly

Mlondi“Iwasnottalkingtoyoucan'tyouseethat

amadodaayakhuluma“

Me:“Idon’tseenomanherethanthemensitting

nexttome,AllIseearejustboysthatranwhenthe

toughgotgoing!!“

Mom:Sbahle!!!"_

Mlondi:haywena..."Hestoodup

Mvelo:Ineedtomakeacall"helookedatmymom

"thankyoumaforbreakfast"



Momsmiled

Mlondi:justtrytohavetalkwithyourbrother

withoutfighting"

Nsika:mayIhaveawordwithyouplease"hesaid

toMvelo,andtheywalkedout

Mlondi:thisweddingisoff!!"

Mom:INI?"

Him:thepersonwhoarrangedthisshitisoutofthe

picturenow"

Mom:whatdoesthatsupposetomean?"

Me:what??"



Him:younotmarryingthatguy"

Me:Mom!!"_

Mom:Mlondiyououtofline...

Him:'don'ttellmeyoufallingforirasta?"

Me:lookwho'stalkingyougotwhiteboyshair"

Him:hayboareyoutalkingtome?"helaughed,he

wasannoyed..."yougoingtolistenandyougoing

tomakesureuyangizwayezwa...

Me:“Idon’tanswertoyouandIain'tlisteningto

shityouabouttosat"



Him:SbahleI'mwarningyou!"Hepointedafinger

atme

Mymomstartedlaughingandclappingherhands

Mom:“Iguesssomethingsneverchangeyoutwo

stillquarrellikemonkey's,oohmyGoditsbeena

whilesinceIheardsuchbeautifulnoise “she

startedcryingIrushedtoher

Me:“imsorrymomPleasedon’tcry“Iengulfed

herinahug

Mlondi:“lookwhatyoudid?“

Ilookedup“me?“

Mom:oohcomeonyoutwothisaretearsofJoy



andstopactingstupid,mustIremindyouwehave

aguestoutside“

Me:technicallymomwearehisguestwearein

hishouse“

Mom:“oohshutup“webustoutandlaughed“

Mlondiissoannoying

Mlondi:Idon'tseeaneedforthisweddingtogoon,

momSbahleisyoungshesupposedtogotoschool

andleaveherlife....ThatguyisnotgoodforherI

knowafuckboywhenIseeone,wedon'teven

knowhisintention"

Me:“hisintentionistomarryme,Ibecomea

Queen,givehim10childrenandleavehappilyever

after…happy?”



Mlondi:“whatthefuckiswrongwithyou?“

mom:languagemlondi!!!"

Me:“stopactinglikemyfather!!…youhaveno

rightcomingintomylifeandtellingmewhattodo"

Him:“NgimdalaSbahle“

Me:“thanactlikeit…nxa!"

Iexitedtheroom,Ithrewmyselfonthebed,Ihate

itwhenI’mthisangry,usuallyitisbecauseIamtoo

emotionallytiredandsodrainedofallenergythatI

justcan'tevenbringmyselftocryIfindmyself

doingDrycryingandit'ssohorribleIfeelnumbmy

bodydoesn'twanttobeupsetaboutmybrother

comingbackorevenworseMlonditryingtotellme

what'srightorwronginmylife,



WhenIsawthemfewminutesbackIsowishIcan

justruntothemandhugthembutit'ssohardwhen

Ineededthemthemosttherewerenotthere.

Mom:“isitsafetocomein“

Momaskedwavingawhitenapkin

Me:“mom“

Shewalkedinwithplateoffoodandsetnexttome

Her:“whatwrongmybaby,inthoughtyouwillbe

happytoseeyourbrothersbutyouhavethisanger

thishurtinsideofyou“

Me:“therewerenotthereforyoumom“



Her:“Ididnotbringmychildrentothisworldto

rescuerme“

Ishookmyhead

Her:“listenhear…Somuchischangingsoquickly

inyourlifeIgetthat,Oneofthethingsthatis

changingquicklyishowdeeplyyouseemtohate

another,it’salmostasifyoufueltheoutraged

thoughteachtimeyougetmad,I'vetriedsomuch

nottoallowmycircumstanceaffectyoubutlooks

likeifailedmiserable,I'mtryingsohardto

reprimandyoubutwellit’sjustwearying.

Sometimesitfeelsliketheoutragejustwaitsto

jumponwhateverissueathand,It’saparasite

lookingforthenextanimaltosuckdry.

Sowhat’sgoingon?Howdidyouendupthisway?



Wasitme?

AndisthereanythingthatyouandIcandoaboutit?

Me:“I’mjustmadmakaSibahle“

Her:iunderstandbutyouneedtocryitout,

scream butmostlyjustletitgo,wecannothold

thingsthathappenedinthepast,everythingthat

happenedsweetheartwasmadetoshapeustobe

thewomenwearetoday,forgiveyourbrothersthere

aremoreofvictimsasyouaretothemesscreated

bymeandyourfather,ifyouwanttobeangrybe

angryatme“

IlookedatherwithglassyeyesnomatterhowI

wanttocryrightnowIknowforfactthattearswill

notcomeout,



Her:“oneofmysoncamebackinchairandthe

otherIcannotrecognisedatall,theygrewupthe

hardwaymaybeevenworsethanusbuttodaythey

camebackallwecandoisthankGodthatthereare

alive…“

Shepulledmeforahugandbrushedmyback,it

hurtstoomuchtocry,Ithinkeveryonehasapoint

wheretearsareharderthantheproblemthat's

causingthem,yesImissedmybrothersbutstill

feelatingleofhateandangertowardsthem

Her:Itistimetomoveonandshedawaythelayer

ofyourlifethatismakingyouupset.Fixtheissue

orjustfindsomethingtomakeyoubetter!

Sometimesyoujustdon'thaveenoughpowertocry

becauseofanger,itdoesn'tmeanthatyouarenot

beinghurtbythissituation.Youdon'thavetocry

withyoureyestocountitasarealcry,sometimesit

hurtssobadthatyoucan'tevenputitoutintears

sodowhatyourfathertaughtyou"



Me:IhavenevertouchedasketchbooksinceIwas

12...sincethatday...."

Her:Iknow,butyourfathertaughtyouartfora

reason,outofallhischildrenyoutheonethattook

afterhim"

Mlondiwalkedinwithoutknocking,thisguyreally

isheevenoneofmymotherchildrenIfrowned

Him:thereisblackguythattalkslikeawhiteman

requestingtospeaktoyou"

Mom:oohitmustbeSbahlein-laws,"shekissed

mycheekandrushedout

IwasnotinamoodforMlondibutdidhemoveno,

hejuststoodthereandlookedatme



Him:Ntombikayise"Ilookedathimonlymy

fatherusertocallmelikethat,

"I'mnotleavingthisroomtillyouforgiveme....but

letmestartbysayingI'msorry..."

Ilookeddownandplayedwithmyhandsourofmy

siblingsmeandMlondiwewerealwaysclosehe

wasmoreofmybestfriend

Me:I'mnotsureIlikeyou,brotherofmine,Iwant

tosayImissyouandIunderstand.ButIamsorry

Youhaveaffectedmesodeeply,probablymore

thanIknow.ForalongtimeIhavewantedto

scream,"Ihateyou!"Mostprobablybeatyouup..

ButuntilnowIhaveneverwantedtosayyesI

forgiveyouIthinkitisbecausefeelingsofrage,self

-pityanddisappointmentcoveredmylatent

sadnesslikeaheavyblanket"



Hekneeledinfrontofme

Him:ngiyaxolisa...Ngcolosi!

WenawakwaDlabazane

KwaNephuKwaLamula

Nyawozigezwangamazolo

Ninenivukanixubhengelala

Shongololo!

Ngabesiyakudlasesabimilenzelenze



Nyawozeshongololokaziphumuli

Sigampu!

NgwaneIngwaningwadi

Abayibonengesongukuthiiwelile

Jali!Ninenilalanomunwe

Nivukenikhwifilanga

MmemezikaHlangabeza

.

.tobecontinued



I'msorrytopostsolateIhavefluezihlobozami,I

couldn'tevenedit...pleaseforgiveme
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Mvelo

WhenNsikaaskedtospeakwithmeIwasIbit

nervousIguessitbecauseheisSbahlebigbrother

andI’mhavingatalkwithhimforthefirsttime,

WalkingoutsidewithhimIhadlotofmixed

emotionsIdidknowwhattoexpecthisolderthen

meandIdon’tknowwhatheisthinkingaboutthis

wholearrangementofmeandSbahlegetting

married.

IsweartoGodifhegivesmethatbullshitthatthis



weddingisnothappeningIwillgocrazyonhim,

youknowthewayMlondiactedbackinthehouseit

mademeregretbeingamediatortothisfamily,but

honestlyspeakingIdidwhatIdidformyQueenand

hermotherandIjusthadenoughofthatPig

thinkingthathehasanupperhandovermy.women

ThelastthingIeverwanttoseeisSbahleupset,

cryingorangry,shetoughcookie nodoubtbutI

likehowshejustbecomesvulnerablewithme,God

ismywhitenessthatIhavefallenhardforSbahle

andIplantomarryhersheiseverythingIneedina

women,shestrong,outspoken,noteasily

intimidated,shebelievesincultureandancestors,

sheislikemysoulmatejustscratchthatsheismy

soulmate,IfindthatwhenIspeaktoher,she

finishesmysentencesandwhenI’mthinkingof

somethingshecanjusteasilypickitupbeforeI

utterthewordsout,wecanbemilesawayfrom



eachotherbutshecanstillsensewhenI’mhappy,

notfeelingwell,angryshenotthatmuchoftalker

sinceshelivesinherheadmostofthetimebutshe

hasgivenmetheexcesstoherinnerthoughtsand

tobehonestsheonecrazywomenfuckIloveher.

YouknowgrowingupIusedtothinkthatstatement

like“youjustknowwhenyoufoundtheonethat

shetheone“didnotexistorwasnottrue,Imean

ThereisnowayyoucanjustKNOWassoonasyou

meetsomeone!Youdon'tknowanythingabout

them!Fateisn'treal!"soIthoughtbutlittledidI

knowthatGodhascreatedsomeoneouttherefor

meandwegoingtomeetinthemoststrangestway

possible,whowouldhavethoughtthatIwillfallin

lovewithagirlI’marrangedtomarry,tomeI

agreedtothistomakeallianceswithother

kingdomsbutitturnedoutthatourlovewas

alreadywritteninthestarslongbeforeIwaseven

born.



BeforeSbahleIdatedotherpeople.Mostofthem,

honestlywereterribleandIusedtotapandgo,to

behonestmytrackrecordwithwomenisfuckedup

,Manyofthemwerejusttoclingyandhadtomay

expectationofmeortherelationship,IthoughtI

lovedsomeofthesepeopleMaybe,insomeway,I

did.ButsomehowIstillneverfeltfulfilledbyit,It

wasneverenough,Itfeltlikeforcedlove,althoughI

knewnoneofthemwere"theone,"I'dlietomyself

andtootherpeoplejusttomakemylifeseemmore

perfectthanitwas.

Nsika:I'msorryabouthowmybrotheractedback

there"

Nsikapulledmebacktorealitywithhimtalking

Me:itsOK...I'musedtohiskindifcrazy"

Hesidesmile



Him:Iwillliketothankyouforwhatyoudidtomy

familyIowyoumylife"

Me:don'tsweatitbro"

Helookeddown

Him:momtellsmethatyouandSbahlehave

becomeveryclose"

IranmyhandsonmyheadOKhowdoIanswer

that

Him:soyoureallyseriousaboutmarryingmycrazy

sister"

Me:“aishyah,sheahotheadnodoubtbutthat



oneofthethingsIloveabouther“

HelookedatmeasIsetoppositehim

Him:“youlovemysister“

Thatastupidquestiontoask,buthe'smyin-law

histheoldestbrotherandtechnicallyhecarriesthe

titleoftheheadofthefamily,

Me:“Ido…“

Him:“pardonmeifI’mspeakingoutofteambut

thismarriagewasarrangedright?“

Me:“yesitwasandItooktimetoknowSibahle

personally,andshewisewomenandwillmakean

exceptionalQueen,Ihavelottodealwithonmy



sidesoIneedapersonIcanreallyonwhenI’m

awayonbusinessandthatcanhandletheKingdom

andmyotherbusinesses“

Him:“shestillyoungforsuchresponsibility“

Me:“I’m 22yearsoldandI’making,have

internationalandlocalbusinessestorun,Ihavea

child,afamilyandwholevillagetotakecareoff….

I’mroyaltyandsometimesgrowingupfastisthe

onlyoptiontokeepyourheadabovethewaterfor

peoplelikeus….“

Henoddedandlookeddown,thereissomething

aboutthisguythatlooksdarkandsad,hecurries

tomuchblameandselfguilt

Him:“howdoyoudoit?“



Ilookedathim

Him:“beontopofyourgame….ImeanIknew

fromthedayIwasbornthatmylifewillbe

complicated,Ihavethishugeresponsibilitytocarry

myfathersnamewhenhediedIwasnotreadyfor

suchIcowardawayandbydoingthatalotof

thingsfallapart“

Me:don'tbeatyourselfaboutthisbrowehadto

startsomewheretobethemanwemeanttobein

thefuturelikelookingbackinmylifeitwasnever

easy,IgrewupnotknowingwhoIwastillIwas

17thmyfatherprotectedmefrommyfamily,he

practicallywentonsuicidemissionsavingmeand

mysisterfromtheenemieswecallfamily,soI

vowedthatIwillneverbelikehimandtakeaneasy

routeout…itwasnevereasy,andIknowitstill

goingtogetmorecomplicatedbytimegoesbutI

gotgoodsupportstructurethatwillhelpmeand

mentormetobethebestIcanbe“



Henodded"easiersaidthandone,Idon'tthinkI'm

readytofillmyfathersshoes,ImeanIfailedmy

familyonceI'mjustafraidthatitmighthappen

again"hesaidlookingDown

Me:“lookatitthiswayManypeoplegrowup

thinkingtheywanttobelikesomeoneelse.Whether

wearetryingtofollowthefootstepsofourfather,or

inmycasegrandfatherorsomeotherpersonwe

wanttobelike.Theshoeswelongtofillseem

unattainableandnevertherightsizeorfit.

Yetwespendmuchofourlivestryingtofillthe

shoesofothersbeforeus.

Wespendourchildhoodlookinguptoothers

especiallyapersonweseeasrolemodelaleader.

Hopingtobelikethem,wechangewhowewere

borntobe.Sometimeswespendsuchaneffortto



belikesomeoneelsewebegintoforgetwhowe

reallyare...“

Him:“Ijustdon’tknowwheretostart“

Me:“youcanstartbytakingownership…youthe

BhenguPrincenextinlinetobeyourfather

successorifyouunclewasanoblemanhewas

supposetotemporallyruletillyouareoldenough

fortakeover…sosincehisoutofthepicturethe

houseneedahead“

Helookedathimself,AnybodycantellthatNsika

isgoingtroughalothismostlikelydepressedand

thefeelingsofguiltandself-blameisso

overwhelming.Hisactuallyfeedingintoself-blame

excessivelyandinappropriatelyandthisrighthere

isamainkeyfactorindepressionhisjustsad

Me:“haveyouevertrytalkingtosomeone?“



Heshookhishead

Me:“youshould…leadingisnotoninoneslegsor

abilitytowalkit'sinyourhead,courageand

strength,Sbahletoldmethatyouarethebrightest

…quietestinthefamily…thattellsmethatyou

wiseandyourhaveahungrybrain,usethatas

yourstraighttochangethingsaroundhere“

Henoddedandsmiled,

Me:justrememberthatthisisyourbirthrightnever

allownoonetotakeitfromyou,itsyoulegacy.."'

heofferedmehishandforshake

Him:“youagoodmenMguniandI’mproudtocall

youmybrotherinlaw…“



Me:“ThankyouBhengu“

Him:“canyousetupameetingwithneighbouring

royalhouse?“

Ilaughed

Me:“Iwillbehonoured…”

Nsikaisnotthatbad,hisquitereservedbutdeep

downhisgoodguy,

WewerecalledBySbahlemomtocomeinside

whenwewalkedbackinsidethehouseIfoundmy

Uncleseateddown,

Me:“iseverythingok?“



Mzamo:“yes…pleasetakeasit“

itwasme,Nsika,Sbahlemomandmyuncle

Mzamo"asyouknowthattheweddingisinthree

daystime,

Me:I'msorrytocutyouoffbutitsactuallytwo

daysfromnow…“

Sba/mom:“oohmyGodIalmostforgot…alothas

beenhappeningwithmyfamilyohmyIevenforgot

mydaughter'swedding“

Mzamo:“relaxQueenmotherallpreparationare

donejustfewtouchup’sbutthedaywillbe

spectacular“



Shebreathoutloudandwechuckled

Mzamo:wearenotbackwardsinculturelikemost

royalhouses,soMymother,indlovukazihassenta

specialinvitationtoyourfamilyandIdecidedto

personallydeliveritmyselftoyou“

OkwhathappeningIwasneverinformedabout

somespecialinvitation,Ilookedattheinvitation

cardasMakaSbahlereadthroughit

Her:“oohmyGodasintomorrow“

HehandedthecardtoNsika,helookedatitand

nodded,okwhatthefuckishappening?

Mzamo:TheMngunifamilywouldliketohave

familydinnerjustsothatwillgettoknowourin-



laws"

IlookedathimwhatismyUncleplayinghereI

thoughtwillonlymeetontheweddingday

SbahleMom:“oohmyGodiwillbedelighted…

thankyousomuch“

Mzamo:thankyouforacceptingouroffer…Iwill

letQueenmotherknowthankyou“

Hestoodup“wellthatallIhavetosayfornow,

lookingforwardtoseeingyoutomorrow …Mvelo

MyIhaveword…“

HesaidhisgoodbyeandIwalkedhimout

Him:“whatdidSbutellyouabouttheyounger



brother?“heaskedaswestoppednexttohiscar

Ishovedmyhandsonmypocketandlookedathim

,”.nothingmuchbutjustthathewasgangleaderin

Qwaqwa,didheist,gunsmuggling…theworks"

Him:“rememberwhenItoldyouthatBhenguis

sloppywithhismoneyandhisshadybusiness?“

InoddedbecauseIlookedathisfileanditwastoo

easytofindincriminatingevidenceagainsthim

Him:“soIhadtodig,itwastoobviousasIfitwas

planted"

Inodded"Ihadthatfeelingaswell,sowhatdid

youfoundout"



Him:whatifItoldyouthat,humantraffic,drug

smuggling,illegalbrothelitwasplantedonUncle

piglet....Theonlythingwecanpinonhimismoney

laundryandanimalpoaching

Me:“what?Buteverythingpointstohim.."

Him:hehadlotofenemiesbutwhowillhave

motivetodestroyhimslowlywithouthimknowing"

Me:shit....Mlondi"

HepointedwithhisheadIlookedupMlondiwas

standingonbalconyhuggingSbahleandhewas

lookingstraightatus...Nowaitatmeinfact

Mzamo:“theculprithimself"



.

.
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Sbahle***

Mlondididsayhispeaceandapologizeditwas

reallyhardforhimtosaysorryespeciallysinceI'm

youngerthanhim,hestilldoesnotseeanything

wronginhisactionwhenhestayedinhidingforso

manyyearsorwhathesaidtomedownstairsorthe



wayhespoketoMvelo

Iwasalsotiredingoingbackandforthwithhim,

mybrotheristhemostcomplicated,arrogant,

messedupduschbadIhaveeverseen,inshortnje

hisjustanass

Him:I'mstillnotfeelingyourapology"

OohdidImentionthathedemandedanapology

frommeaswellfornotrespectinghimearlier

Me:canweshakeonit"

Him:whatarewe50yearswhendidwestart

shakinghands"

Goodlordhispersonalityisonsteroidsrightnow

andI'mjustdrainedbythiswholethingwehave

beendoing,hehuggedmesotightthatIfeltmyrib

braking

Me:getoffmeyou,you'resquishingme"

Him:Imissedyou...YouknowtalkingtoThandiis

notthesameastalkingtoyou"



Ipushedhimoff,myangrylevelsjustwentfrom20

to100

Me:what...youspoketoThandi?"

Him:wellyashegaveusmoneyforrentforfew

monthstillwewereonourfeetaftertheshooting"

Me:wow..."IsteppedawayfromhimIfeltbetrayed

again.

Nottolongagomeandmysiblingsplayed

together,ateatthesametableandsleptunderone

roof,closeaspagesinabook--oratleastthat's

howyourememberit.Soyeswedriftedapartdueto

unforeseencircumstances,whentheyfinally

decidedtocomebacktheytellmethattherestill

talkedandoffersassistancetooneanotherandI

hadtoaskmyselfdidtheyeventhinkaboutme?

caredenoughtobotherthemselvesabouthowme

thereyoungersisterI'mdoing?

IlookedatthegrownmanstandingbeforemeandI



don'trecognisehim,

I'mtonguetightrightnow6Yearsaparthasmade

himastrangertomeihavelittletosaytohim,

withoutnoticingbutdefinitelyIhavedriftedapart

fromhim,theoldloyaltiesarenolongerthere,So

whathappened?

Ilookathimtalkingtryingtojustifyhisstatement

butI'mjustnotunderstandingwhytheyfailedto

reachouttome,wasINolongerconsideredas

theresiblings?Ormaybetheyblamedmeformy

father'sdeathIknowI'mbeingparanoidrightnow

andthevoicesaretomuchinmyheadthetruthis

I’mhurt,Iknowthatonlyaboutone-thirdofsiblings

remainverycloseintotheiradulthoodlife’swhile

theAnotherthirdremainrelativelyclosebutsoon

driftapart,sometimesdescribingtheirrelationship

asdistantorrivalriesIknowthatmeandsister

havethatrelationshipbutneverthoughtshewill

turnmybrothersagainstmeaswell.



Him:what...Itoldyouwhathappenedtous,who

werewesupposedtoturntoo?...Mom?...."

Me:shehadeveryrighttoknowthatyouguyswere

o'right"

Him:ohcomeonSbahleshewassleepingwiththe

verysamemenwhoputmybrotheronwheelchair

!!"

I'mnotsurewhatstingthemostishearinghimsay'

mybrother'orthefactthathedoesn'tseamtocare

whathappenedtomeandmominthathouse

Me:justgetout!!!"

Him:I'mnotleavingthisroomtillwetalkthis

through,youboilingeverythinginsideandyoubusy

blamingmeforsomethingIhadnocontrolover…

comeonSbahleGrowup!!!"IjustfoundoutthatI

havelittleincommonwithMlondi,histooself

centeredandinconsiderate,I'mtryingbyallmeans

tounderstandhimbutthisconversationisgoing

downhillnow,Ifeellikestranglinghimhisjust

deliberatelypushingmybuttonsthewrongway



withoutknowingwhyorhowI’mthisangrywithhim.

IshookmyheadandsteppedoutofthebalconyI

wasmadIwasangry,yetagainIfeltlikeIwas

sidelinedbymysiblings,

Him:lookSbahleI'msorry..."

Me:noyounot,inthattwistedheadofyoursyou

thinkwehadtheperfectlifewiththeverysamemen

thatkilledmyfather,mymomwentthroughthe

worsewhileyouandyoursisterlivedacarefreelife

awayfromusorfromhome!whatIhatethemost

isthatthementhatIlovewentoutofhiswaytotry

andreunitemewithmysiblingsbutitwaslittletoo

lateyouhavethatreunion.

Youhavechangegraduallyovertheyearsdueto

lifeexperiencesandthepeopleyouweremixing

with,Ithoughtorhadhopethatitwillbeeasierto

speakingbuttheyearsaparthasmadeusdrifted

apartourprioritiesarenotthesameinyourmind

youwishwecanfallbackintodefaultchildhood

roleswhenyouhavetotellmeyoumybigbrother



andyourightandI’mwrong…Imustdoasyousay

asyouwishbecause'it'sbestforme'I'mnotthat

samegirlanymoreMlondi,lifetaughtmetofight,

tostandmygroundandtoprotectmymotherbyall

means,Imaynotwearthepantsinthefamilybut

trustmeIdidforthepastyearsfightingbattlesthat

werewayabovemyleagueandguesswhatIworn

…Idon’treallyneedyouinmylifeandworse

decisionImadewastoaskedtobereunitedwith

you

Him:Sbahle.."itcameoutaswhisperIsawMvelo

speakingtohisUnclebythedriveway,Godknows

howgratefulIamtohavethatmaninmylife

Mlondi:youchoosinganoutsiderinsteadofyour

ownfamily"

Iwantedtonodsobadly,thesmileonmyfacewas

evidencethathistheonlyhumanbeingthatgets

me

Me:wemighthavegotonokaywhenwewere

youngtheonlyreallinkisthefactthatwegrewup

togetherandemotionallyandpsychologicallythat



wastheonlycommonlink,rightnowI'mperceived

tobeshapingmylife,mymotherslifetohellwith

thisfamilyyoucancontinue

Toplaythemartyrorthebossyolderbrotherrole

...Andofcourse,asmanyafairytalehas

highlighted,siblingscanberuthlesslyselfish"

Him:I'msorry...youfeelthatwayaboutme...But

I'mwillingtodowhateverittakestogainyourtrust

youmylittlesisterandIfeellikeIfailedyou,Idon't

knowthiswomenstandingbeforeme,shestrong,

headstrong,fiersandhasgotallherducksinarow

,allI'mtryingtosayisthatifspaceyouneedthat

I'llgiveyou..I'msorryIwasnottheretoprotect

youfromlifeandIcanseethatsomeonehas

replacedme"IfeltdefeatedIwasweary,he

huggedmeitwasn'twarmasiwantedittobebut

wellitiswhatitis,rightnowIwishIwasalone.

"Iwouldliketobealoneplease"



Isaidtohimandwalkedbackinsidetheroom he

stoodthereforfewminuteslookingatMveloand

hisUncleifdon’tlikethatlookbutI’mtoodrainedto

reprimandhim,afterfewsecondshejustturned

andwalkawaywithoutsayinganything

Ifinallybreathoutloud,DoIhatemybrother?NoI

don't...DoIforgivethenIdon'tknow..AllIfeelis

justbeingdrainedandtiredwiththiswhole

situation,IjustthoughtIwasdonewithbeing

angry,Imeanforapersonthathasbeenstuckin

thatangrybubbleIfinallythoughtIwasfree,I

spentalotoftimeinmylifebeingangry.Atone

pointIhatedeverythingandalmosteveryone,even

foundmyselfsayingthat“God,Ihatepeople”I

hatedthepeopleinschool,shops,playground,in

mycommunityandmostlyinmyfamilyIjustdidn't

wanttoassociatemyselfwiththem

IhatedmylifefunnyIusedtolovemylifesomuch

butitalljustbecamegreyanddull,

Ican’trecallwhentheprecisemomentwasthatit



began,thisdisgustoftheworldaroundme,Ido

knowwhatIwasdisgustedby,themindless

selfishnessofothers...thehushtreatmentinmy

house....detachmentfrommysiblings...thedeath

ofmyfather....orthefactthatiwatchedmymother

getabusedinfrontofme.

.Iwasintotalfrustrationofthewayeveryone

seemedtobewearingblinderstotheworldaround

themespeciallymyworld,Iheardsilentscreamed

insideofmeandalIneededwastobeheard,

MvelocametomylifewhenIfeltIwasabouttoself

destruct,

"Angerisarmour—wegotoitquicklytoprotect

ourselvesfromothervulnerablefeelingsyoumight

feelafraidorhurtfirst,butanger,asecondary

emotion,willsurfacequickly.Stoppingtoask

yourselveswhatisundertheangeryourprimary

emotionisanotherwaytoslowdownandmove

fromthefight-or-flightreactiontoyourreasoning

partofthebrain.”Mvelosaidthattomehetookhis



timetostudymeandgetundermyskin,hewill

videocallmeandwillhavesilentconversationwith

oureyes...Hewaspatientandtookhistimetogain

mytrustandlove.Iwon'tsayI'mfullythereyet

wheremyemotionsareincheckbutIwillsaythat

I'mnotaslaveorprisonerofmyemotional

distraction,Itakefewbreathexercisetocalm

myselfdown,Iwalkawayfromtoxicsituationsor

peopleIsowishthatIcouldselfdrownrightnow

butIfoundmyeyelidsgettingheavy,

IwasabouttotakeanapwhenImyphonevibrated,

IopenedmyoneeyeitwasatextfromMvelo

askingmetomeethiminhiscar,Ijumpedoffthe

bedandwalkedoutmomwasinnthekitchen

cooking,shehasmadeherselfoverlycomfortable

inthishouse,aishIneedtoaskhubbyifshecan

stayhereforawhiletillthedustsettlesdownka

Bhengu.

Ilookedaroundandnoticedthatmybrotherswere



notinsight,onceIwasoutsideIsawMveloinside

hiscarwithhisphoneinhishands,Ijumpedinand

heplacedhisphoneasideandlookedintomyeyes

Him:“hi!“

IpoutedMveloisalwaysonhisphoneandwhenhe

seemehewillputitaway,shouldIbeworried?

Him:ngibulalabani(whoamikilling)

Oohmyeyesmustberedandpuffy,

Me:IjusthadatalkwithMlondi"

Heheldmyhand

Him:oohhowdiditgo?“

Me:itwentbad...."

Him:wanttotalkaboutit?"

Ishookmyhead"Ithinkmysisterhatesme..."I

fakedasmile

Hebrushedmycheek

Him:haytheChinesedidnotbuildthewallinone

daysotakeitonedayatattimeOK..."Mvelotouch



justmakesMefeelbetterallthetimeits

Me:“andyouandNsika?“

Him:“wehadagoodtalk…“Ilookedathim

waitingforhimtoelaboratebuthejutstarted

brushingmycheekwithhisthumbsgivingme

afeelingIcan'texplainadequately.Itrytotalk

myselfthroughitandevenstumblethroughmy

thoughts.Thereiscompletetrustandopenness

whichisscaryinandofitselfwhenyou'vealways

dealtwithmanipulativeassholes.Thereisside-

splitting,tear-inducing,borderlinemaniacallaughter

thathebringsoutofme,Thereissecurityand

safety.Thereispurejoy,evenwhenoneofushasa

baddayrightnowIfeellikeIdidnothaveaheated

conversationwithmybrotherfewminutesback

Him:somygrandmotherhasdecidedtoinviteyou

andyourfamilyfordinnerinmyhousetomorrow

night"

Me:what?why?“

HelaughedthiswhatIlikemeseatinghisDimple's

whenhechortles



Him:Idon’tknowsomethingtodowithfamily

meetingbeforethebigday“

Me:“I’mnotreadyforthat“

Him:...WellyourmotheragreedI'mnotsureabout

yournutcasebrother,butNsikaisgame"

Me:oohmyGod…itstoosoon“

Him:wegettingmarriedintwodaystime…“

Iknow,noneedtoremindme“youforgetthatI’m

comfortablebeingwithyou…notyourfamily“

Him:youlookcutewhenyoupanicking“ooh

brotherthismanfindsthisfunny,

ItookmyphoneandtextedDiddy

Him:andthan?"

Me:I'mtakingmycrazycousinalong...yousaidwe

havingfamilydinnerrightIwillneedadestruction"

Hejustlaughed,hisphonebeeped,andhelooked

atithisfacechanged

Hekissedmyhandandsidesmile



Him:IneedtodealwithsomethinginDurban…I

shouldbeonmyway“

Ihategoodbyeitlikewhenheleaveshetakesapart

ofmewithhim,Ihadaskedhimaboutstayinga

littlelongerinhishouse,heagreehisphonewas

annoyingtheshitoutofme

Him:ItrustyouwillbehaveandtryTalkingtoNsika

"

Inoddedashecamecloseandkissedme,his

phonevibratedandsuddenlyIwasnotfeelingthis

kiss

Him:what?"

Ilookedathim

Him:sayit"hebalancedhisheadonhishandwith

fewcentimetresfrommyface,

Him:Mabhengukhuluma!"

Myheartskipabit,hehatesitwhenIdon'ttalk,his

phonevibratedagainthistimearoundIpushedhim

offme

"yourphoneissoannoying,"Ifoundmyselfsaying



waitdidIjustshoutathim

Him:what?

OohGodwenotevenmarriedyetandalreadyI’m

detectinghislife,Ifeltsoembarrassedafter

sayingthatIfoundmyselflookingdownhisquiteI

lookedathimandhehadamotherofallsmirks,he

chewhisinnercheek…Godnotthislook,his

makingmenervous,IquicklypachislipandI

quicklyjumpoffleavinghimshakinghishead

Hestartedhiscar“twodaysleftwillseehowfar

yourlegswillgetyou,youcannotrunfromme

forever

.

.

.

Tobecontinued

chapter37
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.

Mvelo***

AfterdrivingfromSbahlehometownIdrove

straighttoDurban.

Slihasbeentextingmeandleftmevoicenotes

aboutmerubbingsaltinherwoundbysendingher

myweddinginvitationcard...I'mnotawedding

plannerandthatstuntiswrittenPamallover,I

wonderwhenshewillacceptthatSliisthemother

ofmychildandshelikeitornotsheforevergoing

tobeinourlife...Butthatdiesnotmakeitrightfor

Slitofloodmyinbox...Ishouldhaveatalkabout

thiswithher,Ican'tbelievethatSbahlejustpicked

upthatitwasanotherwomentextingme,yoothat

soontobebewifeofminehasanothersixsense.



"I'malreadyhomewhenyougettinghere"itwasa

massagefromPam

Iattemptedtocallherbutshedidnotanswer,

ThisdaysPamconditionisgettingworseand

honestlyI'mscared,wheneverItalktoherorthink

aboutherIgetthissharppaininmyheart.

Butbesidesthispain,Ihavebeenhavingthis

unsettlingfeelingaswelllikesomethingbadgoing

tohappen,itsthisneverendingworryingorsad

feelingthatcomesfromtimetotime.

IhadtoseeandconsultwithMakhumaloaboutthis

Ihadthisfeelingthatsomethingwaswrongas

muchasIhavecallingIcannotseevisions

concerningmedirectlybutmygutfeelingwillalarm

mewhensomethingisabouttogowronginmylife,



Runningaroyalhouseisnochild'splayandmy

guardneedtobeonalertatallthetime,Iwalk

aroundwithbodyguardsIhavelearnedtouseagun

fordefencebutmostlyIhavetofollowmylion

instinct...

Mystatushascreatedalotofenemiesforme,

EverythingjusthappenedovernightandIfindit

hardtotrustanyoneeasily...

Asanyotherroyalhousetheremustbearoyal

traditionalhealerthatwillforeseeeventsthataffect

theroyalhouse,butnotallnewsmustbebadsome

canbeaboutabrightfutureaheadIdidnotseeno

oneelsefitforthejobasoneandonlyMakhumalo,

Itrustmamawithmylife

ittookalotofconvincingfrommyancestorsside

andonherside,butIleftherwithnochoicetillshe

finallyagreedshewentthroughamassivetraining

inthemountainwithonlyherandmyancestors,I



fearsforherlifebecause"idlozilengonyama"is

powerfulmorethan'lenyokayasemanzini'butshe

cameoutvictories.

"goodyouhereIwasexpectingyou"

Transformationhasmadeherlikethissheisso

direct,withoutwastinganytimesheleadtheway

totheancestralroom

Her:NkosiyamisomeoneisplayingwithfireLA"

Me:makhosi"

Her:therearedarkSky'sapproaching,Iseeblood

....death.....grief..."

Me:makhosi"



Her:thebloodmoonisapproaching"

Me:Makhosi"

Her:abaphansitheywillgivelifeandtakelife.

..harvestseasonishere"

Ilookedatherandstopclapping

Her:destinywasnotfulfilled...Intombazane

uziletheleamashwa..."

Me:....

Her:nkosiyamiIseegriefinyourhouse...



Me:howcanwestopit"

Her:youneedtobestrong,thefamilywillneedyou

...Youthehead..Indlondlo...Thegreatwhite

lion....Mnguni"

Shelookedatmeandtheyellowcandlefelldown....

Her:Iseeruptureofdarknessattackingtheroyal

house....Hehassetatrap...Whateverhappensdo

notletNdlovukazitoleavetheNgonyamakingdom

...Iseechaos..Umsindo...Isililo.....fight....there

isamanwhousesdarkmagic...Heisbusyaswe

speak...Weneedtogo..Kuyaphuthuma"

Shewassayingeverythingallatonceafter

throwingdownthebonesItwastoomuchtotakein

andveryconfusing



Me:mamaI'mnotfollowing"

Shelookup

"ithasstarted...Ineedtogotheroyalhouse,

kumeleuqinisweumuzikunobuthaobuzayo"

Me:wecanleavetoday"

ShestarteddoinggrowlingsoundsIwasclapping

andsayingmyclanname...Tillshefinallycame

backfromhertrans

.

.

Sbahle***



Ihelpedmomwithcooking,Ihaven'tspokento

NsikaIwasscaredIspoke

InappropriatelythismorningwithhimandIkinda

regretit,I'mnotbiginapologizingsoIdecidedto

cookhisfavoritemeal,Ihopeitstillishisfavorite

meal,dumplingsandbeefcurryit'sthethoughtthat

countsrightandmaybewecanhavelight

conversationofsupper

Me:momhowisNsika?"Iwasfishing

Her:his...."

Ilookedatherbutshejustwipedhertearonher

eyes

Her:whydon'tyouaskhimyourselfmaybehe



mighttalktoyou..."

InoddedNsikaisnotthatmuchofatalkerandI

haveafeelingthatwhateverhewentthroughhedid

notjustonlylosehislegsbutawholelotmore

Her:sbahle"Ilookedather

Her:IseeyouandMvelohavebecomeclose"

Inodded

Her:soyouinrelationshipwithhim"

Me:hejustthoughtthatitwillbesttoknoweach

otherpriorbeforewetietheknot"

Her:doyoustillwanttomarryhim...evenafterthe



personwhoarrangedthisisnotinourlivesany

more"

Me:wetalkedaboutitandyesiwillmarryhimare

Unionwillbegoodforbothfamilies"_

Her:sohowishelike?"

Ismiledandlookeddown"hisagoodperson"

Her:SibahleNtombikayiseBhengudoyoulovethis

boy?"Oohgoddidshehavetocallmebymyfull

namesjusttogetananswer,

Inoddedandlookedatherandshesmiled,

Her:comesitdownIthinkweneedtotalk"



IwashesitantImeanIneverhad'thetalk'before

withMomIwasnotevensureifIwasreadyforthis

Her:sousekewasondelaesibanyenisababawakho

"

Me:Noma...Wehavenotgonethatfar"

Her:mmmmmmsowhatdoyoudowhenyouwith

him"

Me:makaSbahle...Wejusttalk"

Her:mmmmsoyouhavekissedhim?"

Idon'twanttoanswerthisquestionsanymorewhat

ami15yearsorsomething



Me:kodwama..Whysomanyquestions"

Her:Isawyouandhiminthecarbeingalltouchy

andandkissy,"

Yoootixo...Idroppedmymouthopen

Her:somygirlthisiswhatyougoingtodo....When

youexperiencethatyourbodybetrayyouwhenyou

withhim...tellhimyousavingyourselfformarriage

"

Me:herespectmemaka'Sbahle,hebelievesin

sexaftermarriageaswell"

Mom:areyoureadyforthat?"

OKmom'squestionarecrazywho'severreadyto



bedefloweredIshookmyhead

Her:good...Thatmeansyouready"

Me:momIsaidI'mnotready"

Her:doyoutrustMvelo,dolikelovehim...?Doyou

believehewillneverhurtyouinternationally?"

Me:yes!"

Her:thattrusthimenoughto...makeyouawomen

"ShedidaheadshakeandIlaughed,ifshefinds

itshardtototalktomeaboutthisthanwhatwas

thepointofseatingmedown.

Iheldmyfacemyfearscamerushingin



Ineverhadmanypositiveassociationswithsexnot

thatIhadsexbymybestfriendZimwasbitchand

changeallsizeandshapesinahervj-wholeand

shewillcometellmeallaboutit.Ialwaysheard

sexwoulddefileme,givemediseasesorgetme

pregnant.Iheardaboutthetemptationsofsexual

relationshipsandhowtheywouldruinmylifeifI

gotinvolved.Thistalksweremeanttoencourage

metowaituntilmarriagetohaveahealthysexlife

butinstead,itdirectlyconnectedsextoshame,no

matterthecircumstances.Ibegantobelievethat

therewasneveratimeorplacetoshowmy

sexuality...tillMvelocamealongandhehasmade

mybodyreactinanotherway,amIreadyformy

weddingnightNo...

"I'mscaredmom"

WeheardtheTVplayingoohitmustbeNsika

Her:willtalkaboutthislaterIhavetwofulldaysto



preparemyselfforthetalk"..Ibustoutandlaugh

.

.

Mlondi***

Ilookedatmypocketofcigaretteandkeptplaying

withthem,thisisonehabiticannotstopIhave

learnedtokeepmyhandsmouthbusytoprevent

myselffromsmoking

MyphoneringedandIpickeditup

"whenyoucominghome"

Me:Iamhome"



Nsika:youknowwhatImean..."

Ibreathoutloud

Him:killinghimwon'tgetmylegsbackorbring

backyourchildhood"

Me:whosaidIhaven'tkilledhim"

Him:Iknowyou...Youdon'tkillbutyouplay

gameswithpeople'sminds,andwhentheythink

theirmadandlosingtheirheadthatwhenyoustrike

"

Me:Sbahlehatesus"Idecidedtochangethe

subject,Idon'tlikeitwhenNsikainvolveshimself

inmylineofwork



Him:Idon'tthinkso...Ibelievesheisjustgrown

up"

Me:Ihatethatboy...didyouseehowhelookedat

mehewillnothavethelastdance"

Hebustoutandlaughed

Him:Iknow...Itsbecauseyoutwoaremorealike

thanyouthink..."

IstillthinkthatthisMvelogutisnotgoodformy

sister,Iunderstandifthereweredatingfucknow

hewantstomarrymylittlesister,bullshit!,sbahle

supposetogotouniversityandbeherownperson

notsomeonewife

Him:lookbro...Ifthetwofamilyjoinforceswewill



rulewithpeace..."

Me:what...youthinkingoftakingtheseat"

Him:itslongoverdue...lookIhavetogo....and

thinkaboutwhatIsaid...He'snotworthit..."

Me:whatever"

Sunnywalkedtowardsme

Him:alldone"

Me:great..."Istoodupandmademywaytothe

graveyard,Ileftmyunclechainedtomyfather

gravetoldhimtoapologizetohimthewholeand

confessonwhyhekilledhimhewaschainedthere

thewholenight



SotodayIhavesetupameetingwithhimitwillnot

befairifsingakhuluninjengamadoda

Ihavesetandoutdoorsettinginthemiddleofour

familyburialground

therewasatablesetwithmyunclecheepwhisky

andmytwocansofplayenergydrink

Iaskedsunnytountiehimsohemayjoinmefora

drink.

Thisplacehasreallymessedupwithhisheadhe

wasbusylookingaroundIcouldtellhewasseeing

ghostorhisdemons.

Me:sorryI'mlate...Aishwasreunitingwithmy

familyyouknowhowgooditfeltIwishyouwere



theretowhitenessityoooitssogoodtellthe

peopleIlovethatIlovethem,yooooyoucouldhave

seenmomtearsofjothuggingmeitwasjusta

beautifulmomentificouldshowyouicouldyazi

butyoucantellbecauseThelovewithinmeshines

throughoutangithi?

Iwasevenbeyondblessedtoseemysisteras

well...Wowsheisallgrowupleadingbyexample

andisexpressivebeyondlimitsIbetshegaveyoua

hardtime...."

Him:.....

Me:sohowwasyournight?...andthetalkyouhad

withmyfather...?"

Him:yousick!"



Me:Iknow....Doyouwantsomethingtodrinkso

wecantalk"

Helookedaroundhiseyespoppedoutasifhe

seeingsomeoneyepHusparanoidjusthowIlike

mymeat

Me:aishthesunissettingsobeautifully...You

knowwhyIchosetohavethismeetinghere?"

Him:pleasegetmeouttahere...Heiscomingback

healwayscomeatnight"

Me:mmmmnowIknowwhyyoudecidedtobuild

yourownhouseyouseehimright....Youcouldn't

fuckhiswifeinhishouseinhisbedright....You

sickbustadyou"

HenoddedandIbustoutandlaughed



Me:ncoooopooryou,"

Him:pleaseMlondi..ngiyakucelamysonIwill

confessIwilltellyoueverythingjustgetmeoutof

here

ItookmycanofplayandopeneditIcrossedmy

legsandlookedaround

Me:youknowwhyilovethisplacebecauseittells

uswewillalldropdeadoneday,nomatterourtitles,

status,identityorlevelofimportance.Weareall

mortalhumanbeings.Humanbeingswhomevery

daygetachanceatlifeandlove

Someinthemostexcruciatingcircumstancesand

otherswhoseemtohaveitall."



Helookedatmewithgushingtears

Me:SoSikhumbuzoBhengutellmethisbecauseI

failtounderstandwhyweretoyneverconsciousof

yourmortalityorbegratefulofwhatyouhador

betteryetlet'stalkaboutthishateyouhaveorhad

foryourbrother....Myfather"

Him....

Me:itsgettingdarkerndodaasikhulume..."

.

.

Tobecontinued



notedited....can'tkeepmyeyesopen

medication...

chapter38

.

.unedited

Sbahle***

Iheardnoiselikewavesorwaterfall,Iheard

hummingofbeautifulmelodycalmingandsoothing

,Irosefrommybed,iwaswearingalongsilky

whitenightdressIwaswalkingonbarefootI

followedthesoundIopenedmybedroomdoorit

leadmetoplaceIhaveneverseenbeforeitwas

beautiful,itlookedlikeenchantedgarden,theriver

wasbigandpowerfulIlookedcloselyandIsawa

massivewaterfallfeedingintothethisriver,itwas

soclearandblueincolourthere,

Inthemiddleoftheriversetabigrock



AndIsawfemalefigureshewasseatingonthe

rockbrushingherhair

Me:“hello“

Shedidnotrespond

Me:“whoareyou?“

Shedidnotrespond,Iwalkclosertoher,herback

wasfacingmesheslowlyturnedaroundshewas

beautiful,herMelanieskinglowinthesun,hereye

colourwaschangingwithreflectionofher

environment,Ihaveseenthisfacebefore,but

where?

Her:“sawbona“



Me:“yebo….Wheream ?“

Her:“youintheroyalhouse…yourroyalhouse“

Me:“whoareyou…”

Shesmiledasthetheskychangefrombluetodark

black

Her:“Sometimeslifeisn’tallrainbowsand

sunshine,Throughouteveryperson’slife,therewill

behardtimeswhereit’sforecastedtobedarkand

gloomy,withseeminglyconstantshowers.And

whenitrains,itpours.

Itisimportanttousethesedifficulttimesaslife

lessons,growingandshapingyoutoblossomintoa

strongerandwiserpersoneveryday!



Me:“Idon’tunderstand“

Her:“yousoontobe QUEENyouareyoung

butyouchosenforapurpose...“

Ilookdown,Ihavesomanyselfdoubtaboutthis

titleofbeingqueen,whatifI’mnotgoodenough

whatifIfail....Ihaven'tevenbeenschooledabout

thisposition.

Her:neverdoubtyourself...Thisthingisinyour

blood,itsyourbirthright...Butthereisnotimethen

thenow....startnowtobelieveinyourself,start

whereyouare,startwithfear,startwithpain,start

withdoubt,startwithvoicetremblingbutstart

empoweringyouandbelievingthatyouarechosen

forpurpose,juststartanddon’tstopstartwhere

youarewithwhatyouhave“



Sheplacedahandonmychest,Ifeltthisworm

feeling,

"startingasoftodayyourheart,soulandbloodof

theMngunifamily"

Ismiledandnodes

IwasconfusedthoughIdidnotunderstand,butI

couldtellthatsheisindirectlytellingmetostay

strong,tostayfocusonwhattocome

Her:“allwaysrememberthatyouareThechosen

one ,beforeyoubecamehislover,wife,friend…

.youmustneverforgetthatyouwereborntoruleto

leadtobeQueen…“

Inoddedandonqueuetherainkissedmyskin,it

wascoldandhard,itbeatuponmyheadwithsilver



liquiddropsshesanghersongthatwassomehow

intunewiththeraindrops

Her:Donotbeangrywiththerain,itsimplydoes

notknowhowtofallupwardswhenitrainsitpours

butafterdarkSky'scomearainbow“shedivedin

theriver,

Me:“..whoareyou?….“likesirenshelefthersong

ringinginmyear,ranafterherIsawIyellowand

whitereflectionofbeautifulsnakeunderthewater...

Iheldmychest

Me:“Ndlovukazi...MnguniQueenmother…“I

bowedmyheadassignofrespectandIwaswoke

uptovibratingsoundundermypillow

Me:“hello“



“oohdidIwakeyou?“

IsetupstraightMveloissuchanearlybirdisafter

7amandhealreadywakingmeupandsounding

fresh

Me:“itsOKI’m upnow“

Him:“againI’msorry,howdidyousleep“

Me:“Isleptgoodthankyouandyou?“

Him:“onlyhadfewhoursofsleep…butI’mgood

“

Me:“iseverythingok…“

Hekeptquitesomethingisdefinitelywrong,



Him:“I'mstillnotsurewhatitisbutI'mworking

overtimeingettingtothebottomofit"

Ifeltsomethinglikeliquidonmynose,whenI

wipeditIsawblood,Istoodupandranto

bathroom

Him:Sbahle...Sbahle"

Ihadalreadyblockedmynosewithacloth

Me:mmmm"

Him:Iheardyousniffing,areyouOK?"

Me:aaah...Yes..."



HedroppedthecallandIrantotaptowashthis

bloodandIexpectedhewasvideocallingme...

Whatnow,

Ipickedup

Him:isthatblood???"

Inodded

Him:whendiditstart"

Me:rightnow"

Him:maBhengu!"

Me:IswearIjustwokeupanditstarted.."



Helookeddownasifhisthinkingwhenheliftedhis

head

Him:iwokeupwithbleedingnoseaswellthought

Ishouldcheckuponyouandseehowyoudoing...

Andnowthis?"

ItwasmoreofquestionthenastatementIheldmy

mouth

Him:“don’tworryaboutmeI'mfine…wegoingto

bejustfine..."

Me:youhidingsomethingfrommeIcanseeitin

youreyes..."

Him:sohowisyoudayplannedtoday?“



Me:Mvelo!!!"

Heraisedhiseyebrow

Me:uxolo...ButtellmeWhat'sgoingon..."

Him:removethatclothletmeseeifitsstill

bleeding"

Iwipedmynoseanditlookslikeithasstopped

Him:sithandwasamiIwantyoutogopamper

yourselftakeDuduandtheothermeanoneout,let

megocheckonwhatgoingonwithpreparationfor

tonight"Iwanttostranglehimrightnowwhyishe

avoidingmyquestionandwhyishetalkingabout

Nwabisa



Him:don'tpullthatfaceonme..."

Ilookeddown,whymusthebebesointimidating

Me:“Ihaven'tseenNwabisasincethatday....“

Him:“sheyourcousinandwasbadinfluencedby

hermother,shewasporninherevilgame,don’t

youthinkyoublamingthewrongperson?Theleast

youcoulddoischeckuponher“

Ihuffed

Him:“lookholdingagrudgewillonlyfuelherup

andshewillendupfeedingintoherevilheat,Ijust

don’twantyouhavingunnecessaryenemies“



Irollmyeyes,helaughed

Him:“anywaystoprollingyoureyesatme...“

Ilaughed

Him:“Imissyou“

Iblushed“Imissyoutoo“

Him:“Ican'tWaittoseeyoutonight“

Ismiled“metoo“

IwantedtotellhimaboutthedreambutIsomehow

findmyselfopeningupmymouthandclosingit,....

CouldthisbethedarkskythatMvelo,'sGrantold

meabout?Himkeepingstafffromme....Whatis



hehidingvele?helookedbehindhimandbackat

me

Him:“lookchubbycheeksIneedtogo…openthe

sidedrawerIleftsomethingforyou“

IrushedtothedrawertherewasboxIquickly

openedit“JesusChrist!“

Him:“whyyoucallinganothermansnamewomen

!!...SayMveloMnguni“Ibustoutandlaughed

Me:“forme?“

Him:“lasttimeIcheckthatcardhasyournameon

it…sogospoilyourself…Iloveyou“

Me:“Iloveyouuuuuuu”



HelaughedIdroppedthecallandjumpedupand

down,ihaveneverownablackcardbeforeand

nowIhaveaplatinumcard

Ijumpedtotheshowertookaquickshower,ranto

myclosetandjumpedintomyshortdenimskirtand

whitevestwithallstartfinishedupwithlipgloss,

IwalkedtothekitchentomakebreakfastbutMom

hasalreadybeatmetoit,sheleftanoteonthe

table

“morningkidsI’moutforthemorning,Ihaveto

attendaprayermeetingwillseeyoulater,help

yourselftobreakfast



NB:BEGOODPLEASE”

Icheckedoutsidethewindowtocheckifsheleft

hercarandyesshedidItookmyplateandseton

thecouch

“youupearlykwenzenjani“

Mlondisaidwalkinginstretchinghisbody,istill

thinkthishairstylelooksridiculousonhimbut

funnyenoughhelookshot

Me:“itsbeautifulday…“hesetnexttomeand

tookpieceofmybacon

Itsgoodtosaythatmeanymybrothershave



calledittruce,momhadaheatedtalkwithusover

dinnerandwellwehadtomoveonfromthe

auguringandblamingeachotherforsituationwe

hadnocontrolover,

Him:“uphiuma?“

Me:“prayermeeting“

Him:“shestilldoesthat….?“

Me:“withoutfaileveryFriday“wechuckled

MlondistillhatesorshouldIsaydislikeMvelowe

hadtobaghimtotagalongwithustoday,inhis

twistedmindhebelievesthatMveloisfuckboya

cheatandaplayer...Hebasicallydescribedhimself

.



IknowMveloisnotperfecthehasapastmaybea

presentidon'tknow...Butherespectmeenough

thatihaveneverpickedupanybadvibeswhenit

comestothat.butyesterdaytherewassomething

aboutthatcallandhisphoneringingnonstop,was

IjealousbloodyhellIwas..WasIinsecure....ohh

hellnoI'mSbahleBhenguIgotthelooksandbody

anddamndoIkickass,bitchesbetterbecareful

whotheymesswithonceheputaringonit

Mlondi:soyoureallymarryingthisfuckboy"

Me:Ilovehim...Helovesmesoyessiyashada"

Him:hayifutseckwena.."Ilaughed,asmuchas

mybrothersarebackinmylifeIstillaskedmy

mothertowalkmedowntheAislehaybosiwe

sivukanayeshehasbeenmyfatherandmotherthe

pastyearssonjeIappreciatethatwomen



“morning“Nsikasaidashewheeledhimselfin

“hi“

Mlondi:“moja“

Idecidedtodishupformybrotherwewere

laughingandtalkinglikeoldtimes,mymoodtoday

wasjustblissful

Nsika:“Thandiaskedmewhyyouneverinvited

hertoyourwedding“

Me:“waistofpaper“Ilookedatthereplatesitwas

cleanedout,yoothisboyscaneat

Itooktheplatestothekitchen



Mlondi:“what?“heaskedwalkinginfollowedby

Nsika

Me:“lookguysIunderstandthatyouandThandi

haveaspecialbond,butminaI’mjustanotherlittle

sisterthatsheforgotabout…“Ifinishedplacing

thedishesinthewashingmachinetookmyphone

andmymom carkeys

Nsika:“anduyaphi?“

Me:“Ineedtodomyhairbigbrother…“

Ml.ondi:“butwestilltalking!“

Me:ifitshasanythingtoDowithThandiI'msorry

I'mnotinterested.



Nsikanodded,whileMlondiwasbusyshouting,

doestheguyevershutupIlefthimtherecalling

outmyname,ijumpedintomymomscar,and

droveoffplayinghiphop,IarrivedattheBhengu

royalcomplex,securitywasnewIwanderwhat

Mlondiisuptoobecausehespendmostofhisdays

here,Ihopehewillnotmakemattersworse,I

packedoutsideDuduhouseandshewasoutlikea

lightning

Didy:haybabe“

Shepulledmeforahug.

Me:“DuducomeonyouknowhowIfeelabout

hugs“

Her:“‘oohshutup…dmnhaveImissedyou…

.yourmothersaidthatrememberthatweleaving

at15h00“



Me:sheinyourhouse?“

Shenodded“wellalltheauntsareIthinkthey

havingameetingorsomething?“

Isteppedonthebreak

Her:hay...boo!

Me:“what?goingon?“

Her:“shootmeandmybigmouth…“

Me:“talk!“

Her:“ook,ok…theyjustlaidAuntThabitorest



thismorning”

Me:“andtheydidnottellus“

Her:“withallthedramagoingoninthishouse…it

wasbestthatitwaskeptprivateandveryintimate

....Besidethiswomenareexcitedaboutyour

wedding"

Istartedthecar

Me:“Isee…anynewsonthetrial?“Dudufather

isthefamilylawyerandhehasbeentryingtocuta

dealwiththemagistratetorealisehisbrotherfrom

jailonlytwowereinvolvedinlegalactivitiesandmy

Unclebeingthekingpin

Her:“everythingisonastandstill,thepolice

commissionerskeepssayingthatGivemeBhengu



andwecanworkonaplea,sorightnowtheyallin

holdingcell…“

Her:“doyouperhapsknowwhereheis?“

Me:“ImaylookalltoughbabygirlbutIhaveno

powertohidesuchafatman“

Shelaughed“mymoneyisonyourbrothers….“

Me:“doesarestrongallegationmissybecareful

whereyourunthatmouthofyours,Ijustfoundmy

brothersaren’twillingtoletthemtakeafallforthat

pig

Ismiled“don’tforgetthatnotallBhenguman

wherethatbad…someofuswesufferedundera

handofwomen…“



Her:andIhopethathagroteinthatjailcell“we

bustoutandlaughwefinallymadeittothemall.

.

.

Mvelo***

WeweredrinkingcooldrinksmeandSbuhelooked

losthewasnottalkingatallitlikehisbodywas

herebuthismindwasfloatingintospace,thiscan

inmyhandisnotgoingdown,Ishouldbe

celebratingthatI'mmarryingagirlthatIlove,but

thingsinmyhousearefallingapart,Pamissick

andbreathingthroughaventilatorontheother

handsomeoneisplanninganattackonmyhouse,

Sliisnaggingasfuck.Ijustfoundoutthatmy

daughterisgiftedlastnightshetoldmethereis

babycomingandshetoldmeWemustnameher



Naledi...I'mjuststressed,itsalltoomuch,was

thistherighttimetogetmarried,whenIdon'teven

knowifI'mcomingorgoing.

"letmegocheckuponher"Ipathisshoulder,as

hewalkedpastme,Ifoundhimcryinglikeababy

lastnightwhenPamwenttosemicoma,we

thoughtwelostherbutshesmiledandsaid

"Ican'tgowithoutseeingSbahle..."

Thatwhymygrandmotherhasdecidetohavethis

emergencydinner,talkingaboutKokosheisjust

broken,herandPamneverspendthatmuchtime

togetherbutwhentheydidPamjustbecamekoko

babygirl...Iwipedaaloneteathatrusheddownon

myface..

"howisshe?"Iplacedmyhandsonmyfaceas

Mbalisetnexttome,



Me:whatcanyouseeMfethu"

Shedidnotrespond,MbaliisMakhumalodaughter

sheastudsheismoreofmyboythengirl,shewas

bornwithapropheticcallingit'smorespiritual

ordained

Her:shetoopeaceful...butshecannotstandthe

painsheisfeelingnow...Shewantstogo"

Ilookedatherwithteasonmyface

Pamhadbeenonhighdosesofmorphineto

controlthepainandmorphinecauses

hallucinations,soIignoredmuchofwhatshesaid

tomelastnight,shetalkedaboutseeingpeople

momanddadshesawallthiswhilelyingonher

bed...Sherefusetogotohospitalsoweturnedher

roomtoahospitalwardfullyequipped



Me:it'snothertime"

Mbali:ifweallknewourtimewewouldcheated

deatheverytimeitcametoclosed...When'THE"

ourfathercallshissheepwelistenandfollow,

Corinthians15:53–55

"Forthisperishablebodymustputonthe

imperishable,andthismortalbodymustputon

immortality.Whentheperishableputsonthe

imperishable,andthemortalputsonimmortality,

thenshallcometopassthesayingthatiswritten:

'Deathisswallowedupinvictory.''Odeath,whereis

yourvictory?Odeath,whereisyoursting?..."_she

tapmyshoulderandwesettherelostinourthought

,

WhenIwalkedbackinthehousetocheckuponher

shewasinarare,lucidstateshesaidtome,“Who



isthisoldmanstandingatthefootofmybed?”

Iblewitoffasanotherhallucinationmustbethe

drugs,Shethenrepeatedherquestionandasked

thatImoveheroxygenmask,shewasfrail

beautifulbutIdidnotrecogniseher,

Her:whodoeshelookliketoyou?”

Me:Idon'tknowsweetheartyoutellme"

Shedescribedtheoldmanashavingwhitehairand

wearingawhiteshirtwithlionskinonhisleft

shoulder,Shethensaidhewassmilingatheri

turnedtolookatherandasked,

Me:hashesaidanythingtoyou?"



Iknewverywellwhoshewas talkingaboutitwas

mygreat(*3)grandfatherSomdalaMnguni

Her:yes.."

“ishehereforyou?”Ilumponmythroatwassobig

thatIfindithardtobreath,Shethenpausedasif

shewerelisteningtohimspeak,thenturnedtome

andsaid,“No.Hesaidthemoonintheskywill

bringharvesttime"

Shesmiledasshesqueezedmyhand

Her:whenismyQueencoming?"

Me:doyouwanttospeaktoher?"

Her:no...Iwanttomeether...gocallherandlet



megetready"theminuteIlefttheroom...Thishurt

somuch

.

.

Tobecontinued
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unedited***

IcouldnotstandseeingPaminthatstage,I

decidedtolockmyselfinmystudyIwas

exhausted,itwaspointlessconsultingwithmy

ancestorsbecausetheywerenotgoingtoshowme

anything,rightnowIhavesomanyquestionand

theonlypersonwhomighthaveanswersisinthe

royalmountains,Ihaven'tseenmygrandfather



NkosiyaBantusinceIgothereandtheonlythingmy

grandmothereverdoesisjustcry.Myhouseis

upsidedownandit'soutofmycontrol,I'mangry,

sadbutmostlyconfused.Igulpeddownthecontent

ofwhiskyandallowittoburnmythroat,Itookout

myphoneandtextedSibahleagain,shehas

tendenciesofnotansweringherphone,shefinally

respondedandtoldmeshedoingherhair,Ilooked

atthetimeandimmediatelybecameworriedisshe

goingtomakeitontime?...whyissheevendolling

herselfupwhenshealreadylooksohot,damnI

misshersomuch,tothinkaboutitsheistheonly

thingthatmakessenseinmyliferightnow.

IheardasoftnockandMakhumalowalkedin

afterIinvitedherin,shelookeddrainedandtired,

Imguessingshehasn'tsleptatallsincelastnight.

SowhenMeandmaKhumalofinallygothomeshe

juststartedtalkingandchantingshewasrunning

aroundthehouseburningimpepho,cleansingthe

housewithwatermixedwithherbs...Shewas

sprinklingitaround(chela)shewasspeakingto



ourancestors,shecussedandchasedawayalot

ofbadspiritthatwereroamingintheyard

(wabethela).

shethenaskedtospendfewminuteswithZitheloin

theancestralroomaloneshepickedupsomesort

ofavibefromher,theycameoutafteranhouror

sowithsleepingZeeonherarm,

shetoldmethatthatwhenshewassicksomeone

orentitygaveherpoisonfoodinhersleep(idliso)

Butitdidnotwalkasitshouldhave,butonlymade

hersicksinceZeebodyfoughtthepoisonout,she

alsotoldmetothankidlozilami(myancestors)

forprotectingher,shealsopickedupthatZeeisa

specialchildshethefirstLionessthatmayshift

whenshecomesofage...shetoldmethatafterthe

weddingIneedtodoceremonyforZitheloto

concedethespiritinher.

nodoubtIfearedformydaughterslifeandIblamed

Sliforbeingcareless,howcouldsheputour

daughterslifeindangerlikethat?



IaskedMakhumalowhywouldtheytrytopoison

mychild,shetoldmeitwastogetclosetome,but

sincethatdidnotworktheyusesinsilaKaZee

(hair,nails,bathwater)mixedwithsomemuthi

(vudu)onSli,whenIaskedwhatfor?shejust

yawnedandtookherstuffandleftustherewithan

instructiontokeeptheyellow,green,blueand

whitecandleburningintheancestralroomtillshe

comesback.

Sotheresheisbeforemenow,Ihopeshewill

sharesomelightinthemillionquestionthatIhave

forher.

Me:mamaIthoughtyouwillbeonthemountain"

Her:yourenemy'sarecoming...Theydon'twant

thismarriagetohappen"

Istoodup

Me:whoisdoingthis?"

Shesetonthecouchoppositeme,

Her:hedidallofthistohaveseatintheroyaltable



...hewilltrybyallmeanstohavethatpowerback"

Iturnedandlookedather

Me:whatdoyoumeanback?Whoareyoutalking

about?“

Myangerjustwentfrom0to1000

Sheclappedhandsandcalledmyclanname

bowingherheadmyheartbeatcamedownsowas

mybreathing

Her:Silindilewassupposetobestronginfaithso

thatshouldthisdaycomeshewasgoingtobe

protectedbydivinityherangeranddisappointment

hasmadeherweakandthatalloweddarknessto

walkinsideherhouse.."

Me:sheisthecauseoffallthis?"

Shenodded,Ibangedthetablewithmyfist

Her:sheisyourmate....orshouldIsayshewas

yourmate?"

Istartedwalkingaroundtheroom

Her:theloveyouhadforherwaspowerfuland

wouldhaveovercomeanychallenges,shewastold



byyourancestorsthatshewillgotroughtestand

tribulationstobewithyoubecauseherbloodisnot

ofroyalty,shewasaskedtoholdyourfireandwait

foryou,whileshewasgivingatasktoconnect

withherwarriorAngeltoenhanceherfaith...She

wassupposetobeapowerfulprayerwarriorsothat

shewillwithstandandendureanyhardshipandno

evilwasgoingtocomeclosetoher"

Me:Idon'tunderstand"

Her:Silindileisfavouredchild,herbirthwasa

miracleandshewasdestinedforgreaterpowerin

life...Thatwhywhenyoutwomeetyouconceiveda

childthatisgifted"

Iplacedmyhandsonmyface

Her:herloveforyouhasmadeherweakandthat

alonehasopeneddoorsforthedarkworldtocreep

in,shehasallowedthemostdarkestspiritinher

life...Thespiritofunbelief

Ilookedatherfucksliissostupidit'sthesame

spiritIcursedawaywhenshetriedtotakeherlife

fewyearsback



Me:butIthoughtshewasstronginfaithImean

sherunssermonsandtalksand...

Sheshookherhead

Her:Unbeliefisbelievingsomethingotherthan

whatGodhassaidaboutasituation.Youcan

believeJesuswasraisedfromthedead,youcan

believeHeisyourLord,youcanbelieveHeis

comingsoon,butifyoudon’tbelieveanddowhat

Hesays,youareoperatinginunbelief.Youcan

believeinHim,butstillnotbelievewhatHesays.

TheBiblecallsthisanevilheart—ahardenedheart

(Hebrews3:12).AndaheartofunbeliefgrievesGod.

..Sliwastoldbythehigherpoweraboutdestiny

andherpurposeinlife,shewasnotspiritually

readytobewithshewassupposetoWaitforthe

fullbloodmoon,andallwasgoingtogoaccording

todestinybutdestinywaswasnotfulfilledand

nowsheistheverysamepersonthatis

responsibleinbringingdarknesstothishome..."

Me:what!!!"

Her:youneedtobestrongbecausetheattackison



yourQueen...."

Me:No!"

Her:youareconnectedtothequeenspirituallyand

whentheyattackheritaffectsyoutoo...That’s

whybothofyouhadnosebleedatthesametime

thismorning….“

Me:“isshegoingtobeok?“IwaspanickingIcan

neverallowanythingtohappenedtoSbahle,I

mightaswelllaymylifeinthehandsofthatperson

thattryingtoharmher.

Shenodded

Her:shehasRoyalbloodsheisprotectedbythe

fallenQueen's,buttheygoingtouseyour

weaknesstodestroyyourmarriage...thread

carefullymykingifyouhurttheQueen…bloodwill

beshared....TheBhengubrothersareaforcenotto

bereckonedwith.."

Isankdown....NotSbahlenotherIcan'tloseher

Her:youneedtobestrongthereisnotimeforthat.

comewehaveavisitors"



Asshesaidthataknockcametroughandthe

savantstoldusthatwehavevisitorsfromSilindile

Grandfather.

.

.

.

Sbahle****

IdidnotfeelliketellingDidyaboutMveloandIto

herwejustclosefriends,Ididnotwanttobustmy

bubblesosoonbeinginloveisalltonewtomeany

wayandasmuchasIhangoutwithDidysheis

stillBhenguandIdon’ttrustmyfamilywithmylife.

Didywastalkingnonstopsheintofashionand

knowswaytomuchaboutwhat'sinandwhatnot

shehadsomanyideasaboutthedressImustware

shewastakingmeinandoutofboutiquestillIfeel

myfeetabouttobleed.

Me:“Didywecametothemalltobuyadressfor

tonightanddohair,thiswalkingaroundisbloody

tiringandtotopitupI’mrunningoutoftime…just



makeupyourmindplease!!!“

Her:“ok…PrincessI’mtakingyoutothesparto

relaxandIwilldotherunaround“

Ijustrolledmyeyes,Ireallydidnothavethe

energytoentertainherwestoppedbythespar,the

frontdeskladygaveusabrochure,

Didy:“fullbodymassage,bodyscrub,facial,and

hairandnailsplease“theladynoddedandleadthe

way

Thewaymybodywassorelaxedafterthemassage

anddetoxinginthesteamroomIfeltlikeafeather

thisgirlknowhershit

Ihadfacemaskonandsomeladywasdoingmy

nailsIdidnotwantthisfancynailtipssoIjustwent

withFrenchmanicurewithabitofglitter,

Didywalkedin

Her:“wowlookatyou“

Me:“didyoufindadress?“

Her:“got5choicesbutweneed,topicthree…“



Sheshowedmepicsandmymouthwasonthe

floor…Ihaveneverwornsuchelegantdressinmy

lifebefore

Me:“youpicgirlIdon’tknowtoomeallthisisjust

toomuch“

Her:“oohbrotheryousuchaboy,letmesendthis

picstoyourmothershewillnow..“

Iwasusheredtothesalontodomyhairtheyhave

unplatedmybraidssotheyjusthadtostraighten

it,ourhairdresserwasverychattyshetalkedto

Didyabouteverything,Ijustgaveuponfeeling

embarrassonhowthisgirlactandtalktopeople,it

wasalllaughsandchitchatsmomenttoher

Didy:Ihopeyouhaveexperiencewiththiskindof

hair,mysisterisattendingherengagementparty

tonightandIwanthertobemorethanbeautiful

shemustblowherin-lawsaway“

Hairdresser:don’tworrywhenI’mdonewithyour

sisteryouwon'tevenrecognizeher

Didy:youhavea1hrbebetomakeherlook

fabulous



Irolledmyeyeatthem andtookoutmyphone

frommybag,IrealizedIhadtreemisscallfrom

Mveloandfourmassages,Ireadmymassage

“hi“

“whatareyouuptoo?”

“don’ttellmeyoutoobusytotalktomenow!!”

“hayboooo!”

LookingatthemassagesthatheleftformeIsmiled

asIstartedtyping

“hiNgonyamayesizwe“

Iknowbyaddressinghimlikethathewillcalm

downandsmile,IhavefeelingthatMvelohasalot

onhisplate,Ifeellikehecurryingtheworldinher

shoulder

Him:“NdlonkuluwaskaMnguni”

HerespondedandIblushed

Him:“it'sabouttimeIthoughtyouforgotaboutme

“

Me:“I’mpamperingmyselffortonight“



Him:“whydidn’tyoutellmeIwouldhaveflew

downtoaccompanyyou”

Me:“naaa,itskwlIgotmycrazycuzwithme“

Him:“howfarareyouwiththepampering?”

Me:“I’mdoingmyhairnow,thengetmydress,

thenmakeup“

Him:“didyouseethetimeitsalmost14:00,are

yougoingtobedonebythetakeofftime?your

plainleavesin17:00“aishyah,IdoubtthatifIwill

makeitbuthayitmyhusbandjetsowhatever

Me:“Iwillbefashionablylate,youaremarryingme

againstmyfreewillanyway“

Him:“isthatsonow“

IsmiledbecauseIknewhewaslaughinghisbutoff

Me:“Igottogo,chatlaterne“

Him:“Idon’tevenknowwhyyoupampering

yourselffor…becausetomeyoujustlooklikea

goddess“

Me:“youmakingmeblushMnguni“



Him:“IwishIcanseethosetinyeyesandpouty

lipsrightnow“

Me:“stopitmycheeksareturningred..“

Him:Iloveyouuyezwa“

Doesheevergetenoughofsayingthose4letter

wordstome?

Me:“howwillIforgetwhenyoutellmeeverytime

youget…“

Hechuckled

Him:“fuckimwhipped“webustoutandlaughed

Him:tellthosepeopletospeeditup,don’teven

thinkaboutkeepingmewaitingforyou“

Me:“lollater“

IfoundDidylookingatme

Her:“andthat?“

Me:“didygogetthedressandsendmethere

accountdetailsoIwillpayonline“

Her:“mmmIseeyoucuzandyougotalotof



explainingtodo“

Me“Justgo!!“

Shelaughedandwalkedout

Ittookforevertostraightenmyhairandfinallyshe

styledit,ihaveverylonghairthankstomoms

genesTheyblowdryitgivingitthatbouncewhenI

walkedIwaslookingtotallydifferent,

IwasnowwaitingforDidyshetookforever,mom

wascallingaskingmewhereIam ?itwasamess,

timewasnotonmyside,Didymustbelikeachild

incandyshopwithalldesignerdresses

surroundinghernodoubt

Didy:oksisiomuhle!umyisephyusisiwami?“she

finallyarrivedI.wasabouttosendasearchpartyto

lookforher

Igiggled,wellsherightIlookabsolutely

breathtakingcouldnotrecognizemyselfeither,

shegrabbedmyhand

Didy:weneedtogohomenowwealreadyrunning

late“



Ilookedatherlikewhat,shetheonethatwas

indecisiveonwhichdresstotake?

Me:butwhataboutmakeup?fittingofthedress?

Didy:trustmeIgotyouthat”Ishrugmyshoulder

asshepulledmyhair

Me:okokokstopdraggingmephela“

Ithanktheladyinthespar,theyallgavemeahug

andwishedmeluckformybigday.

OntheroadDidywasdrivingandtalkingwithhis

handsatthesametime,thewayIhatebeinga

passengerwhensheisdrivingbecauseiconstantly

havetoremindherthatsheisdriving,

MomtextedthatImustcometomyfather'shouse,

theyallgatheredthere

Her:“wow…lookslikeeveryoneishere “

Mymouthwasonthefloor…thenumberofcars

parkedoutsidewherethefuckarethispeople

comingfrom?

Mlondiwasstandingbyhiscarwithabigpocketof

chips



Me:“what’sgoingon?

Him:“yougettingmarriedandyouarelate…“I

rolledmyeyesandraninsidethehouse

Ifoundmom ,Didymomandsomeotherclose

relativesintheKitchen,aishwomenandkicker

gossip,

Mom:oohmtanamiyoulooksopretty“

Didy:prettyisforlittleQueenmotherthis girls

hereissmokinghotandcomplimentsofme“

Welaughed,Igrittedmyaldersinthehouse

DuduFather:“goodyouherewecangonow,…we

alreadykeptthepilotwaiting“

Me:“I’mnotdressed“

Mom:“wewillfirststopbythehotelforthat…I

havepackedallofyourcloseandwhateveryou

mayneed,IhopeIwasabletopackeverything…

youbrotherhaspackedyourbagsinthecar…

“shelookedup“babaomcane…asibikeukuthi

umtwanauyahambamanjeuyaemzini“

Oneauntcametomeplacedarugovermy



shoulders,headscuffonmyhead,oohcrapthere

goesmyhairstyle…nextthingIknowweinthe

ancestralrondavelandImchokinginimpepho…

momwascrying…Iwascryingitwasan

overwhelmingfeeling,thisismylastdayinmy

father'shouseasagirl…thistimetomorrowi'llbe

someone'swife….oohGOD!thisisreallyhappening

now…myfamilyisgivingmeaway.

.

.tobecontinued

.

Weddingbellsarenocking,Mngunihouseholdhas

somuchdramarightnow…willthisweddingeven

happened…aishasazi,It'sFridaythe13anything

ispossible

chapter40
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*I'musingmyphonetypingthisinset,I'msorryI

couldnotedit***



Sbahle****

Soafteralotofcryingandhuggingmyfamily

sayingfarewelltomeweleft,onlyclosefamily

memberstooktheMnguniJettheresttook

commercialflightIwassomehowdown,mywhole

lifeIwantedchangebutneverthoughtitwillcome

onformofaman,

DidImakearightdecision?Isittoolatetochange

mymind?DoIreallywanttobesomeonewifeat

theageaof18?WhatdoIevenknowaboutlove?

Ihadsomanyquestions,Imeanpartofthereason

I'mdoingthisisbecauseMvelomakesmeso

happy,hegetsmeandhasshownmenothingbut

love,butnowIlookatmymom,mybrotherthat

justcamebacktoapictureisthisreallyanideal

timetoleavehome?



Whenwemarry,wefaceadifficultbalancingact

withourparents/familyOnonehand,thefifthof

theTenCommandmentstellsusto“Honoryour

fatherandyourmother,thatyourdaysmaybelong

inthelandthattheLordyourGodisgivingyou”

(Exodus20:12).Nomatterwhatyourage,you

shouldhonoryourparentsbyspendingtimewith

them,thankingthemforwhatthey’vedonewell,

caringforthemasnecessary…

ButthenwelookatGenesis2:24,partofthe

narrativewhereGodcreatestheinstitutionof

marriage.Thisversetellsus,“Thereforeaman

shallleavehisfatherandhismotherandholdfeast

tohiswife,andtheyshallbecomeoneflesh”The

Hebrewwordfor“leave”meanstoforsake,toleave

behind,toliterallyletgo.Asdifficultasitmaybe,

whenyoumarryyoudeclaretotheworld,“Noother

persononearthismoreimportanttomethanmy

spouse."Yourspousebecomesahigherpriority

thanyourparentsorfamily,canIleavewithoutmy

family?ButyetagainIhaveleavedsomanyyears



aloneandMvelobringsawholenewballgame,I

wasrestingmyheadonmymotherlap,shewas

rubbingmyback

“shuuuuuu….StopcryingSbahle“

Me:“imscaredmommy….“

Her:“IknowsweatheartIknow…“

.

.

Mvelo***

Ikeeplookingatthetimeandthismankepttalking

incircles,Ihavenoideawhatissilindile



Grandfatherisdoinghereontheeveofmywedding

buttherewassomethingabouthimthatwasdark

andabitunsettling,hewasherewithasomeother

manwhocalledhimselfSilindileUncle,Outofblue

SilindilefamilyareupinherlifelasttimeIchecked

shewasdisownedformarryingZwane...Butever

sinceshebecamethemotherofmychildthis

peopleherebecametofriendlywithherandmy

daughter,IlookedatmyannoyedGrandmother,

Austinwasfoldinghisarmslookingatthemdirectly

intheeyes,ImgladthatmyuncleMzamoisnot

herethismeetingwouldhavegonefrombadto

worseinseconds.

Koko:I'msurethatyoudidnotcomeallthiswayto

praiseourbeautifulhome,somayyoupleasetell

usthereasonforyourvisit"

SliGrandfatherclearedhistrough,cantheyjustget

thisoveranddonewith,



Sligrandfather:withallduerespectNgonyama,we

apologizetotakeyourtimeweknowthatyougota

weddingstufftoattendto..."

Inodded

Him:butwethoughtthatweshouldcomeand

addresstheissueofSilindile"

Isetupstraight

Koko:khulumaniplease..."

Theuncle:AsyouknowthatSilindileisthemother

oftheroyalprincessZithelo,"

Helookedatmeandquicklylookeddown



Me:goon"

Him:sinceinkosi(theking)istakingawifenow..."

Koko:notjustawifebutroyalprincess"

IlookedathermakingherstoptalkingsoIcansee

wherethisstoryisgoing

Sli/gran:wefullyawareofthatthatwhywe

thoughtthatthekingcanconsidertakingSilindile

assecondwife..."

Kokoclappedhands"yooh"

Austinsetupstraight,Iontheotherhandwas

speechlessitallmadesenseonwhatmakhumalo

saidnow



Me:why"

TheUnclesmiled"youseethekingcantakeas

manywife'shewantsafterhemarrieshisrightful

Queen,soforthewellbeingofZitheloitwillbebest

ifhermotherandfatherleaveunderthesameroof

ashusbandandwife"

Inodded,andtheysmiled

Me:solet'ssayIdotakeSilindileassecondwife...

ForthesakeofZeeyousayright..."

Koko:sorrytocutyouoffmysonbutasQueenthe

lawsoftheroyalhousesaythatamandoesnot

choseasecondwife,theQueenherselfmustseea

needifthehouseneedsanotherwomen,shewill

findtheperfectmatchsuitedforherhusbandand

theywillmakehersecondwife...AllI'mtryingto



sayisthatwehearwhatyousayingbutitsnotupto

thekingbuttohisQueentomakethatdecision"

Themanswallowedandlookedatoneanother's

Sliuncle:butthereisachildinvolved"

Koko:sheMnguniandhermotherisfreetovisit

heranytime"

Grandfather:youcannotseparateachildfromher

mother"

Austin:technicallywedoingSliafavourshehardly

athomeandwecannotallowoneofourowntobe

babyseatedbypeoplewedonottruest"

Theuncle:nkosiyamiwenauthini(mykingwhat



doyousay)

Me:IcannotgoagainstthewordofmyQueen

motherandrighthandman"

Theuncle:therehastobeawaythatwecando...

Youcannotjustimpregnateawomenandleaveher

likeausestissue...Youneedtotakeresponsibility

ofyouractions!"

Wowdidthisassraisehisvoiceatme

Koko:yeyiwenawhodoyouthinkyouarecoming

toourhomeanddisrespectinguslikethis??!!

Theybowdownandapologizes

Me:okifihearyoucorrectlyyouaskingthatSli



becomesmysecondwifeandtechnicallymyother

Queenright?"

Koko:iyooooohwiththatcommonersbloodIdon't

thinkso"

Austinchuckled,

Me:soimarryyourdaughterandweunitefamilies

right?"

Henodded

Sli/gran:yeboNkosiyami,youseeIwasnothappy

aboutyouonlyacknowledgedZithelowhenI

introducedhertoyourfamily,thatsomehowleft

Silindileandanoutcasts...shehasneverbeenthe

sameafterthat...sothismighthelpher..."_



Me:Isee"

Koko:ubonaniMvelo"

Iraisedmyhandindicatingtoherthatshemust

stop,shemumbledsomethingandfoldedherarms

Me:Iunderstandthatyouwantmetodothisfor

Zithelo,thankyouforhavingZeebestinterestat

heart,butwhat'sinforyouoldman?"

Hestoppedsmilingandlookedatme

Me:Iknowhowyouwerekickedoutfromthe

Ncuberoyalhouse"

WellletjustsaythatIdomyresearchand

backgroundcheckoneveryonethatcomestomy



house...Inevertrustedthismanfromthewordgo,

thefactthathetookZeeagainstsliwillandcame

withherheretoldmetwothingsit'seitherhewas

beingaconcernparentdoingtherightthingorhis

intentionwerejustbasedonwhathemaybenefitin

alloffthis,whenIhadatalkwithMakhumaloI

knewverywellthathemightbetheoneconspiring

tohavehishandsonmyfamilyriches

Him:IwasyoungbackthanandI'mashamedof

whatIdid"

Me:youcommittedtreason,yousoldinformation

abouttheroyalhouseyouworkedfortoitsenemy"

Helookeddown

Me:Iknowthatyouareanopportunist,whenyou

realisesthatamanwhoknockedupSilindileis

royaltyyouwentagainstSliwilltointroducedthe



childtome,youwantedarewardfrommebutI

onlytookmychildandthankedyou...youhave

triedusingmuthionZeebutthatalonealmostkilled

youwhenyouwerefacedwithalion...Andnow

youthoughtthatyoumustuseSilindile...IfImarry

herthatwillgiveyouaseatinmykingdom...So

stopmeifI'mwrong!!"

Themanwassweating...Theuncleknelledbefore

me

"I'msorryyourhighnessIdidnotknow"

Me:Austincalltheguards...Ineverwanttosee

youinmyhouseinSilindilehouse,ifIfoundout

thatyoustillconsultingwithyourWitchIwillnot

hesitatetokillyou...I'monlygivingyouyour

patheticlifetokeepbecauseyou'reSilindilefamily...

Andifyouthinkaboutdoublecrossingmeever

again...Nci....Nci.Nci....uzophambananezulu"_



Theywerebaggingmecryingandaskingmeto

havemercyontherelives

Me:Ihaveleanthatifyouallowyourenemy'sto

live,theymightregroupandstrikeagain...Icannot

riskthatIhaveachildandwifetotakecareoffso

watchyourbackoldman...."

Istoodupcallingsbahleleavingthemancrying

.

.

Sbahle***

WefinallyarrivedinSwaziland,Mveloreserved



roomsforusinhishotel,Iwasescortedtohis

penthouseinthehotel

Mom:wowthisisbeautiful"Ilookedaroundand

yepitwasbreathtaking,Didymomandtheother

auntswerelost,Ilookedatthehugepicture

hangingonthewallMvelowasseatedonhisroyal

chairhewaswearinghisroyaloutfitandonhisleft

itwashisgrandmotheronhisrightitwashersister

andonthefloortherewasbigwhitelion,

Mom:nextpicturehewillhangwillbeofyouand

him"

Shehuggedmefrombehind

Me:isthatareallion?"

Her:itlooksrealtome..."igaspedwhileshe



laughed

Istillwishtoknowwhyhisvillageiscalled

Ngonyamavillage...(villageofthegreatlions)

coulditbethattheyhavestrangerelationshipwith

lions?

Mom:gogetreadylovewedon'thavemuchtime"

Didydraggedmebythehandrushedmetothe

gustroomtodomymakeuponeofmyCousin

Nosiphotookoutthedressandstatedscreaming,I

lookedatthemalsoandImustadmitIcouldnot

believethisweremine

Didy:I'mgladyoulikethemhopetheyfit,come

seatdownletmedomymagic"

Me:whotaughtyoumakeupImeanthiswhole



fashionthings"

Didy:youwerenottheonlyonethatwaslockup,

havingthisbloodiscurseItellyou,soitwas

pointlessincryingaboutbeingaprisoninmyown

homesoItookclassesonlineandIguessIwas

goodatit..."

Me:wow...I'msoproudofyou..."

Her:yah"

Shesaidfeelingdown

Me:what'swrong..."

Didy:FormetogetmydegreeinfashionImust

showcasemydesignsbutmyfatherisnotbuyingit



...NextyearhetoldmeI'mgoingtoCapetownto

studyacausechosenbyhim..."

Nosipho:atleastyounotarrangedtogetmarried"

Didy:IwishIwasmaybeIcanstartleavingmylife..

"

Nosipho:sisterlistenhearnotallarranged

marriageareasbeautifulasSbahle's,sheislucky

sheisloved..."

IlookeddownIwaswrappedupinmyownscrew

upchildhoodthatIdidn'tevenrealisethatI'mnot

theonlyonethatgoingtroughthis

Nosipho:soyounervousabouttoday"



Me:yep"Ilookedatnosiphoshelooksmorelike

ourmaidthenourbloodrelative's,shewasreally

closewithAuntThabi,Istilldon'tknowherstorybut

shelooksoldthenherrealage

Didy:hayisisistopmovingaroundyouwillmake

myworkofartmessy

Nosiho:artismessydidy

Welaughed

Nosipho:IheardwhatNwabisadidI'mverysorry"

Me:itsOKshewasinfluencedbyhermom..."

Didy:buttoseeherselfworthytohaveyourman

andyounotdeserving...Sheisnotthekindof



familyIwanttokeeparound"

Nosipho:girldon'tsaythat,youknowbehind

closeddoorsyoudon'tknowwhatlife'ssheleaves"

Me:butsheiseducatedandabouttomarrytoa

familythatlikesherbeingsomeone'swifeisjusta

bonusforherIstillcannotgetwhyshesaidthat

Mvelodeservesawomenlikeherthenme"

Nosipho:againI'mgoingtotellyouthisnotall

arrangedmarriagearelikeyourssomeofusleft

homekickingandscreaming...Sobegratefulthat

youhavekindlovingcarryingman...Notallofus

arethatLucky..I'mnottryingtosaywhatshedid

wasright...Butsometimeswealwayswishtohave

whatothershave...basedonthelifeweareleaving

"

Me:becarefulwhatyouwishfor...youdon'tknow



nothingaboutmylife"

Nosipho:itlooksbetterthenhowmylifeturnedout

tobe..Igot3kidswithamanIdon'tloveitwas

forcedmarriagethatIsometimeswishIhad

strengthtotakemylifeandmykidsbecauseevery

timeItrytoleavesomethingkeepspullingmeback

"IknowI'mnotanemotionalpersonnoenjoy

physicalcontactbutsheneedsahug...,

Istoodupandhuggedher

Nosipho:don'tCrypleaseI'mgoodaftergivinghim

3_childrenhefoundanotheryounggirlthathe

spendtimewithinthecity...SofinallyIhavemy

freedomitsnotperfectbutitsmyfreedom"

Didy:fuckIhatebeingaBhengu"shewasacrying

messsowasnosipho"



Me:youandmeboth"

Nosipho:IguestIdotoobecausemymomis

Bhengu..."

Me:yaamaybeyourightaboutNwabisaIjudgeher

beforegettingtoknowtherealdealabouther"

Didy:evensothatdoesnotjustifywhatshedid"

InoddedthisgotmethinkingaboutNwabisashe

leavesaveeryprivatelifewhatwasherendgamein

alloffthis

DidyfinallywasdonewithmymakeupIlookedat

myselfinthemirrorandscreamedshestoppedme

justintimebeforeItouchedmyface



Me:whathaveyoudone?

Didy:youdon’tlikeit?

Me:noIloveitIlooksososo..."

Didy:beautifulIknow,princessyoudeserveto

shineandthisisyourday,don’tyoudarecryplease

justholditin,letmegetdressedwhileyourface

set..",IcouldnotbelievethatIlookedsoamazing,

momknockedonthedoorandshehadtearsofjoy

onhereyes,shehuggedmesotight,shewasall

dressedupandlookingelegantasalways,she

lookedatme

Mom:awusemhlemtanami,,

Me:tanksmakasbahle



Mom:welivingnowNsikawillgowithusbecause

youladiesaretakingforevertofinish,Wena

Nosiphoasambe...Mlondiwilltakeyougirls,and

thatscreamingmuststopplease..."

Welaughed,sheleftandDidyadvisedmetopicka

dress,Ididnotwanttowerewhiteitwasnotmy

weddingafterallandyellowwassonotmystyle,

soIwentwithroyalbluedress,theshadeofbaby

blueinthisdresswasnottoobrightnotolightbut

aperfectshade,itwasonearmandhadaroselike

patternofglitterthatgoingacrossthedressitwas

bodyhuggingandshowingmycurves,thedress

waslongandhadafishtaildesign,didyjaws

couldnotdropanylowerthatitwas.

Me:sohowdoIlook?

didy:breathtaking



Didy:yougotcurves?"

Welaughed,myphoneranganddidyansweredit

Didy:Sbahlephonehello

sheputthephoneonloudspeaker,itwasMvelo,

todayhehasbeencallingandblowingmyphone

likecrazy

Mvelo:aaahhi...MayIpleasespeaktoSbahle

please"

Didy:shehascoldfeetIdon’tthinkshecandothis

Wegiggled

Mvelo:what?,I’mcomingrighttherenow!



Didy:justkiddingtiger,weareonourway,wejust

needtoconvinceCinderellatowearhillsandweoff"

Mvelo:peoplearepanickingnowkindlyhurryup

please,bythewaymayIspeaktoSbahle

Didy:nop..."Isnatchedthephonefromher

Me:hi"

Him:babywhereareyou...shouldIcomegetyou?

Ilaughed

Me:I'monmyway..."



Iheardhimbreathoutloud

Wedidnottalkmuchashetoldmethatmyfamily

justarrivedohhshootwearelate,Ihangedupafter

calminghimdown

Didy:nowthatwhatIcalllove"

welaughed,Itokedmyshoesthereweresilver

stilettoshillsIdonotknowwhygirlswearsuch

shoestherearesouncomfortable,

Me:didytakemysleeperspleaseIdonotthinkI

willlastthewholenightwiththisshoes

Igrabbedmyclashbag,lookedatmyselfinthe

mirroragainIsmiledtomyself,wetookcoupleof

selfiesbeforeweleftdidyandsocialmedia,she

felttheneedtobragaboutthiseventandpostmy



pics.welefthomearound19:10yepwewere

fashionablelate,Iwaslookingtofabulousandto

stunningtocare.

.

.

I'mtypingnextoneontheway...
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Sbahle***



WearrivedattheroyalhouseandwowImustsay

thatdamnthispeoplearerichthepalacewas

somethingoutofthisworld,Ihaveneverseensuch

beautythecardidnotparkinfrontofthehousebut

tookanotherroadwithintheroyalrealmstherewere

lotoftressdecorateinlightthatwepassedby,

Me:wherewegoing"IaskedMlondi

Him:theguardssaidImustfollowthisthreesIwill

seeanoutdoorlayout"

Didy:wowthisplaceissobeautiful"

Mlondi:keepsayingthatandyouwillwalktothe

event"

IlaughedwhileDidypouted,icontinuedtodomy

breathexercise,thenearwegottheplacethemore



myheartratejumpedtomythroatwasIhavingcold

feelorweddingjittersitwasallhappeningatthe

sametime,thecarenginestoppedandIlooked

outsidethevenueAndindeeditwasanspectacular

outdooreventthesettingwasbythedamorriver,

thisrighthereyouonlyseeonT.Vorwedding

magazines,

therewasastretchtentandthedecorationwasout

ofthisworldjustbylookingitfromoutside,the

musicwasplayingsoftlyinthebackgroundand

everyonewasdressedupfortheevent,Iwasglad

toseethattheguestlistwasatminimumjudging

bythecarsparkedoutside.

Fearcrepedinwhatdoesthemosthottestbachelor

who'salsoaKingseeingirllikeme,I'mjustarural

princessthiskindoflifeisnotforme..WillIfitin?

...Willthismarriagelast...Doeshereallyloveme?

Mlonditurnedandlookedatme



Him:youready"

Ibitmylipandnodded

Him:youknowyoustillhavetimetostopthis

wholething...Justsaytheword"

IthoughtofMvelo,Icannothumiliatehimlikethis

butthroughoutthetimeIhavespentwithhimthere

wassomuchunsaid,wejustfellinlovewithout

addressingwhatloveis..Afterwhatmymomwent

throughIcannoteventhinkIwillsurvivethat,I'm

noexpectinloveImeanhisthefirstmenIhave

kissed,saidIloveyouandwillallowinmyfather's

palace.

Mlondishookme"areyouOK?"Heasked



Me:I'mgood"

Him:OKifyousayso"hesteppedoutandopens

thedoorforme

ItriedsteppingoutofthecarbutIwastoonervous

Mlondiaskedmetostepoutofthecar,

IjustlookedIway,

Didy:comeonsisletsgo"

Ikeptquiet

Mlondibreathoutloudandclosedthedoor

Icouldnotfindtherightwordstosayiwasscared

...Imonly18forgoodnesssakethisistoomuch



forme

Didy:thisisyourdaysisistopshyingout,foronce

inyourlifedoyou...Mvelolovesyouandhewill

makeyouhappythisisthedaytoshinelikeyou

wereborntoo"

IshookmyheadItookoutmyphoneandstarted

typingamessagetomvelo

Me:hiI'moutside,I'msorryforcominglatebutI

havesomanyquestionsanddoubtfulthought

aboutus,IhavenoexperienceinlovebutIknow

whatIwant,Ifyou’regoingtowanttoearnmylove,

thenyou’regoingtohavetobewillingtodo

whateverittakestoprovetomethatyou’reworthy

ofmyattention.Youaregoingtohavetobe

resilientandpersistent.Youcan’tgiveupsoeasily.

Ineedtoknowthatyou’regoingtobethekindof

guywhositsandstaysevenwhenlifestartstoget

hardandrough.Ineedtoknowthatyou’regoingto



bethekindofguywhoisgoingtobewillingtoface

whateveradversitiesourrelationshipmayhaveto

face.Andifyou’rejustgoingtogiveuponmejust

becauseI’mmakingitalittletoohardforyou,thenI

willhavedodgedabullet....Ijustneedyoutobe

honestwithme,I’mnotsinglebecauseIcan’tbe

loved.I’mjustsinglebecauseIknowwhatlove

lookslike,funnythatidon'tgaveachoiceofnot

settlingforanythingless,becauseofthebloodthat

runsinsideofme..youcallmethechosenoneam

Ithatforyouorforyourkingdom ..Ineedtoknow

whatamIgettingmyselfintosothatIwillknowmy

role"...Ipunchedinsend

didy:nomanyoucannotdothisaftereverything

youhavebeenthroughyougoingtorunawayfrom

happiness?"

Me:allthisglitzandgoldmaynotbeworththe

shineDidy...Justletmethinkforonceplease"_



Iplacedmyhandsonmyface

Didyjumpedoutofthecar,i'mguessingtocallmy

Mom,Ididnotcarelessbecauseshewastheone

thatagreedtothisinthefirstplace,it'slike

everythingthatIwenttroughcomerushingback,

listeningtoNosiphostorymademerealisedthat

thisisanarrangedmarriageafterall,manchange

andwhatwillthatleavemeIt’ssohardhavingto

dealwiththestigmaofbeingunmarriedespecially

whenyoubornwithroyalblood.It’sjustso

frustrating–asiftheintegrityofmyexistenceis

merelytiedtowhetherI’minarelationshipornot.I

hatethatweallliveinasocietythatover-glorifies

falselovesandmediocreromances.It’sasifyou’re

automaticallyassumedtobelivingadecentlifeso

aslongasyou’reinamarriedwithsomeone–

regardlessifthatrelationshipismakingyouhappy

ornot.It’ssick.It’sdisgusting...YesI'mhappynow

andIfeellovebutmygutfeelingistellingmethat

heartbreakisknockingonmywindowamIreadyto

giveahearttoamanthatwillturnaroundandbreak



it?

Thevoiceswheretomuch...I'moverthinkingI

can'tbreathetheminuteDidysteppedoutofthe

carIjustpressautolockbuttononthecarand

lockedmyselfinside,mymothercamefewminutes

later,icouldhearherbutwasnotmoved...Ihate

thisfeelingoflovingMvelosomuchthatIeven

fearofwhatthefutureholdsforus,

Mymothercalledoutmynameknockingonthe

window,thevoicesinmyheadweretoloudthatI

blockedheroutshestartedbangingonthewindow

anddemandedIopenthedoorIdidnosuchIjust

putmyhandsonmyeartryingtoshuteveryoneout

shebangedthewindowandkeptshoutingatme,I

justsatthereandputmyheaddown,sheeven

threatentosmashthewindowofthecar,Ijustdid

notcarelessIkeptsayingtomyselfpleasejustgo

awayI'msuremybrothersweretoastingvictoryto

myactionsrightnow...



OutofasuddenitjustbecamequietIfeltreliefthat

theyhavegivenup.momentlatertherewasasoft

knockonthewindowIraisedmyheadtolook,

Mvelowasstandingtherewithhishandsonis

pocket,hewaswearingablack/Navytuxedo

whiteshirtwithblackbuttons,hewasnotwearing

atie,Ilookedathisfacebuthedidnotshowany

expression,hejustlookedatmeafteritfeltlikea

lifetimelookingateachother

mvelo:openthedoorplease"

Irolleddownthewindow,anddidnotsayaword

Him:mayIcomeinplease

Ilookedathimandpressedtheunlockbutton.he

walkedtowardsthedriver'sseatopenedthedoor,

andhestartedthecar



Him:let'sgetawayfromhere"

Inoddedandwedroveaway

.

.

Mvelo***

Whatsupposetobeafamilydinnerturnedouttobe

somethingoutofcontrol,theguestlistmovedfrom

20to50,theBhengurockedupinnumbers,and

thenmyfriends,closeneighboringroyaltyfamily,

businessfriendsitwasjusttoomuch,Ihada

feelingthatSbahlemightnotfeelcomfortablewith

thiswholething"toocrowdedforher"andyesmy

suspicionscametoreality,lookingathercrying



andconfusedbrokemyheartsheneededairsoI

decidedonadrivetoclearhermind.

Hermassagewasdirectandnotfilteredoneofthe

thingsIloveaboutherishowsheissodirectand

speakshermind

,wewerenotfarfromthevenuebutitwas

secluded,westoodoutsidethecarIplaceheron

topofthecarandstoodinbetweenherlegs,I

placedmyjacketoverhershoulder,shelooked

verybeautiful,I'mtheluckiestmanrightnow

Her:stoplookingatmelikethat"

Me:youbeautiful"

Shelookeddown



Me:doyoustillwanttomarryme?"

Sheslowlynodded

Ibreathoutloudandranmyhandsonmyface

Me:whydoyoucomparewhatyouandIhaveto

restofwhattheworldhave?"

Her:IhaveneverbeeninlovebeforesoIdon't

knowthisfeelingifitsreal,ifitstemporallyorfake

..."

Me:Sbahlemeandyouwewerearrangedtoget

marriedforthesakeofourvillages..ButIfellin

lovewithyou,I'mnotsaying'Ido'toastranger

tomorrowbutI'msaying.'Ido'toawomenIhave

falleninlovewith,lookSthandwasami..Loveisa

risk.Whenwefallinlovewithsomeone,weare



essentiallytakingachanceonthatperson.Why?

Becausewheneverwefallinlove,wegetusedtoa

certainwayoffeeling;acertainwayoflookingat

theworld.However,lovecanfalter.Lovecanfail.

Lovecanchange.Andwhenthathappens,weare

forcedtoadjust.Sometimes,lovecanevenforceus

toletgo.Andthat’salwayspainful.That’salways

goingtobedifficult.Thatisalwaysthekindof

strugglethatmostpeoplewishtheywouldn’thave

togothrough.Butstill,that’sthetruthoflove.Itcan

rise,butitcanalsofall.Andthat’swhyIonlywant

tobeplacingmychipsinyoubecauseiknowthat

youactuallygoingtogivemethebestchancesat

notlosingitall..."

Shelookedatmewithtearsinher

Me:letmeteachyoutolovebabeI'mnotperfect

butIratherbesinglethennothavethischancewith

you"



Ibreathoutloudandchuckled

Me:lookatwhatyoumademedonow...Ijustsaid

myvowstoyou"

Shechuckledandburiedherfaceonmyshoulders

Her:doyoustillwanttomarrymeafterwhat

happenedtonight?"

Ilaughedandheldherwaist

Me:ofcauseIwillmarryyou...Ilovehowyou

mademeanAssinfrontofeveryonebynot

showingupontimeandwhenyoudoarriveyou

refusetogetoutofthecaryousendmealongass

massagebreakingupwithme.."Ibustoutand

laughed,sheheldhermouthbeforejoiningme



Me:youdifferentSbahleyouareyourownperson,

ifsomethingdoesnotseatrightwithyou,youdon't

compromise.Youdon'tworshipmeormakemethe

centerofyourworldyoujust...Abreathoffreshair

"

Iheldherhand

Me:Iknowthismaysound cockyandconceited

atfirst.ItmaybecomingoffthatI’malittlefoofull

ofmyself;thatIthinkthatIamentitledtoallofthe

bestthingsthatlifecanoffer.Butwhenitcomesto

youisitreallysowrongtobethinkingthatway?Is

itreallysowrongforustowantonlywhatwewant;

andtonotsettleforanythingthatwefeellikewe

aren’tmeantfor?...Ineedastrongwomenbymy

sideSbahleI'madifficultmantohandleandIget

boredifawomendoesnotchallengeme...youmy

littlefeistyprincessyoukeepmeonmytoesallthe

timeandlovethataboutyou"



Withoutwarningsheattackedmewithakiss,it

wasjuicy,heatedandsogoodIfoundmyself

moaninginhermouth,fuckdoesthiswomen

knowsthatIhaven'thadsexinweeksandshedoes

thistoome,IthinkshefeltmyBonerbecauseshe

pulledout

Her:wecangobackI'mreadynow"

FuckI'mhorny....Imumbled,Iadjustedmypants,

shelookedatmeandshylylookedaway,

Shejumpeddownandfixedherdress,damn

Sbahlebodyisbanging,Ilikehowhersmalltummy

pushesherassout,thathourglasskindoffigure

justmademybloodhot,it'sgoingtobelongnight

withherbymysidelookinglikethat.....
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Sbahle***"

ThewholetimedrivingbackMvelowasonhis

phone,Ihavenoticedthatheisaperfectionistand

theordershewasgivingmademeseethatherules

withstrictorder...Nohewasnotdemandingper

saybuthewantedtomakesurethateverythingis

readyforus.

Me:Istillthinkyoumakingafussaboutthiswhole

thing"



Hesidesmileandkissedthebackofmyhand

Him:foryouIwillbringthemoonandsuntoyour

feet"

Iblushedandlookeddown

Him:someonehasbeenaskingforyouforawhile

now"

Me:who?"

IsmiledthinkingitcouldbeZee,

Him:Ican'ttellyouthatbutcanwedoQuickstop

soyoucanseeforyourself“Inoddedbutquickly

remindedourguest



Me:dinner?"

Him:thatcanwait...Sheismoreimportant"

Me:ok..."

Itwasnotlongdrivebecauseitwaswithintheroyal

realms,Whenwearrivedatthevenuewedidnotgo

tothemainentrancebuttherewassomesortoflog

cabinatthebackofthestretchtentitwasbeautiful

bighouse,youknowifthispeoplewerenotrichI

willsayit'stherehousebutIguesstothemthisis

justanotheroutdoorcabinnje,myshoeswere

killingmenowandI'mguessingMvelonotice

becauseIkeptsaying

“ouch…shuuu“whilewalkingtothedoor

Withoutanywarninghescoopedmeup



Me:“Mvelo!“

Him:“youinpain …“Ismiledandrestedmy

headonhisshoulder,heplacedmedownthe

minuteweenteredthecabinandtookoffmyshoes

hehasanobsessionwithmyfeeteverytimehe

touchthemhewillrubandrunhishandsgentlyas

ifgivingmeamassage

Him:better?"

Inodded,Iwalkedaroundthehousetheinside

wasmorebeautifulbutwaytomanlyitlookedso

warmandcosy,thebrowntimberandbrown

leathertouchmadeitlooksoearthlyelegantforan

officeenvironmentorjazzbar

Him:whenIfirstgotherethiswastheplaceIcalled

home…thenweupgradedtothepalaceyousaw



whenyoudrovein“

Me;wasthedecoalwayslikethis...?"

Ifrownednowomenwillliveinsuchaplace,he

justlaughedandshookhishead

Him:“wellImadeitamencaveafterwemovedto

thenewroyalhouse ,thisiswhereIescapetoo

whenIfeelliketheworldisweighingmedown“

Me:“likeyoufeelingrightnow?“

HersquintedhiseyesandclearedhisthroatIknow

thathisgoingtoactasifhedidnothearme,

Me:“Iwillletitslidefornow,butIneedyoutotell

mewhat’sgoingonbeforeiwalkdownthataisle“



Him:whydoIfeellikeyounotgivingmeany

choicehereMabhengu"

Me:becauseasmuchaswecanfightitwearevery

muchconnectedwhatIfeelyoufeelandrightnow

IknowsomethingisnotrightIcanseeitinyour

eyesaswell"

Hekissedmyforehead“IpromiseIwilltellyoubut

firstletmeshowyou“

Heheldmyhandandwewalkedthroughalong

passagetillheopenedthedoor,

Theroomlookedlikeahospitalwardwith

machinesbeepingInoticeSbuseatingonthe

chairnexttothebed,IlookedatMvelohesniffed

hiseyeschangedhesqueezedmywaistalittlebit

hardIdidnotmoveIjusttookitallinandallowed



himtakeouthispainonme,hethenwalkedpast

meheadingtotheothersideofthebed,whoever

istheirmustbereallytinyasIcanhardlyseethem

fromwhereIwasstanding.

Ifoundmyfeetleadingmeclosetothebed,

followingMvelohesetnexttoafrailbeautifullady

layinglifelessonthebed,shesmiledathim,I

knowthisface...

Mvelo:“heyprincess“

Sheliftedherhandandtouchedhischeek,she

weaklysmiledathim

“whereismyQueen“sheaskeditcameoutasa

whisper,Mvelolookeddownbeforeliftinghishead

tolookatme,Sbustoodupwhenhenoticemy

presence,



Mvelo:”hisisi…pleasemeetmyQueenSibahle

Bhengu…“helookedatme…IhaveneverSeen

himlikethishewasbroken“babycomemeetmy

oneandonlybeautifulsisterPamela

NonkwenkweziMnguniNgcobo “oohmyGodit

Pam

Pam:wowdidyoureallyhavetocalloutmyfull

namesareweinhomeaffairsorsomething?

IsmilednowIseetheattitudeIwaswarnedabout,

sheslowlyraisedhereyestomeetminesandi

smiledIfeltlikecryingIknowIhavenevermeet

herbutIfeltlikeIknownherforyears,Mvelotalks

aboutherallthetime.

ButwhydidMvelonottellmeabouthercondition

hejusttoldmethatherpregnancyiscomplicated

andshecouldnottravelthat'swhyshedidnot

attendmyZibizoceremonyinmyhouse,Imoved

towhereSbuwasseated,sheofferedmeherhad



andIheldit,itwassoftandsotiny.

Her:oohmyGodyouaresobeautiful“

Me:“thankyou...Youalsobeautiful"indeedshe

is,shemaybesickbuthersmile,smalllips,her

eyesandanafroofcurlyhairenhancedher

beautifulfeatures

Her:ungazodlalawena...Youshouldhaveseen

meinmytimesyooobengibabagirl"

Ilaughed,Ilikeherfreespirit

Me:Ihaveheardsomuchaboutyou,Icannot

believeI'mfinallymeetingyou“

Her:Ihopethisdouchebagtoldyouallnicethings



aboutme"

Mvelolaughed"howcanInotwhenyoubullyme

everytimeyouget"

Theylaughed

Her:“areyousureyoucanseekodwamakotiwami

thoseeyesofyoursarenotnormalforablackgirl"

Theybustoutandlaughed,whileIpoutedMy

wholelifeIgotteasedalotforhavingsmalleyes

neverthoughtthatmyownsisterin-lawwillmake

funofmeaswellandmymenwillactuallylaughat

metoo

Mvelo:letmeleaveyoutwobeforeshetellsme

she'snotmarryingmeforlaughingather"



Pam:yougotitbadbro"

MeandMvelochuckledsincemeandhimgetthe

joke

Her:“boyscanyougivemetimetotalktomysister

inlaw,wehavealottocatchupon...andbabycan

youpassmyphone“sbugavePamherphone,

MvelolookedatmeandIjustnoddedthathemay

leave,hekissedPamhandandSbukissedher

forehead,Sbushowedmeanemergencybutton

andtoldmethatDrandnurseareinthenextroom,

theyleftleavingmewithpam,shesmiledatme.

Her:sowheredowestartsinceIreallydon'thave

muchtime"

.



.

Mvelo***

“howisshe?“

IaskedSbuaswesetinthelounge,

“sheisstable…theDrjustconfirmedthatthebaby

isrestlessandshewilldoaC-sectionafterthe

wedding“

Inodded

Him:“soyouandSbahleyoureallyaredoingthis?

“

Ismiledandnodded



Him:“lookBromarriagemeanslifetime

commitmentandtobehonestIdon’ttrustSbahle

brothers,thewaytheylookatyoutheywaitingfor

toyoutoslipupandtheywillbeonyourthroat“

Me:“Iknow“IsettherethinkingaboutSbahle

andthePinkelephantinourrelationshipthatwe

havetoaddress,

Me:“I'mreallyscaredtotellSbahleaboutSli“

Helookedatme

Him:“doyoustillhaveunresolvedfeelingsforher?

“

HonestlyIdon’t,Sliwasmyfirstloveiwas18when

Ifellinloveforthefirsttime.Itfeltlikeallofthe



movies,TVshows,andlovesongsfinallymade

sensebutbackofmymindIknewthesuccessrate

ofhighschoolrelationshipswaswaylowandtotop

itupSliwasolderIwas18shewas27,Iwas

student,shewasmyteacher,shewasawidowand

IwasafuckboyshewaslonelyandIwasthereand

shithappens,bothhormonesandlove’s

disorientingeffectsmademethinkthiscouldbeit.

WhenmeandherparteditfeltlikeabreakupI

guessIwantedasenseofbelongingfromherand

fewyearslater,ithitmethattheveryfirstperson

youloveisusuallyjustthat"thefirst"Ifeltstuckin

cynicismandsadnessforaboutayearorsoI

lookedforagirlthathasherpersonalityand

screwedupverybadly.

Me:nahmanIhavecrossedthatbridgesheisa

goodwomennodoubtbutlookingatthepersonI

amnowshewasjustgoingtobeanotherBeckyin

mylife,aclingycrybaby...youknowirealisethat



Thenotionthatloveisnoteternalisnotshocking

nororiginal,soattimesiaskmyselfthatwhydoI

stillstruggletograspit?....wellItmakessense

intellectually,buthowdoyouacceptitemotionally?

"

Him:youmoveonIguess...Yougotagood

womeninthatgirlandIseehergrowinguptobea

womanthatcantameyou"

IchuckledthatsotrueyouknowI’vespentthepast

yearthinkingabouthowtoletgoofafirstlove,Sli

lookedasmyforeverbecauseIhavetoldmyselfI

willneverfindanotheronelikeher,Iwasballof

messbutbeingaroundyouknowfuckingaround

shejustremainedamemoryandaftershestarted

tofeellikejustanothergirlIhavescrewed.

sbu:aishbrosheisstilllinktoyouviaZeewhat

yougoingtodoaboutit?"



Me:Idon'tknow...SbahleisyoungandfranklyI

don'tknowhowshegoingtotakethis"

Him:behonestwithhertellhereverythingtrustme

Iknowtheimportanceofhonestywhenitcomesto

women,IkeptSnemotherasecretfromPamfor

yearsandwhenIfoundoutthatPam wasdigging

informationaboutusandwhyItookfullcustodyof

Sne,italmostbrokeourmarriage...Youknowwhy

becauseItookthechildfromitsmotherbecauseof

ourmessybreakupthatwasneverresolvedandit

almostdestroyedmycurrentrelationshipwithyour

sister"

Me:what?Pamnevertoldmeaboutthis?"

Him:becausesheisawifeandNgcobomarital

disputearelockedinourbedroom...Itallstartwith

talkingtoeachother...Nomatterhowdarkthe



secreteis,ifloveisalightthereisaway"

InoddedIknowthatIrespectSbahleenoughto

keepmydistancefromSlibuthowdoIdothat

whensheisamotherofmychildandsomehow

resentSbahleforbeingaroundinmylifeinsteadof

herhowarewegoingtoparentstoZeeallthreeof

uswithoutbitingourheadsoff

Me:Sliisjustanotherdifferentpersonthisdayand

dahmshemakesmesomad"

Hebustourandlaughed

Him:“thismightonlymeanthatyououtgrownher,

faceitMfethuyouwereyoungbackthenshemight

havebeenthebestthingtohappeninyourlife

then,butvalueschangelookatthemenyou

turnedouttobeshewouldhavenotlastedamonth

withyoubutshewouldhavechosetostaybecause



ofZithelo,shewouldhaveagreedtoawholelotof

shitthatyouwouldhavedisheduptoherandgirls

likeheraretooweaktojustwalkawayandthat

wouldhaveturnedyoutodifferentmenalltogether

"

Iclickedmytongueashelaughedatme

,thinkingabouthowitwassoeasyformegoback

andforthbetweenherlegs whilesheknewvery

wellthatIhadfoundinterestinSbahlehasproven

thatshewasneverincontrolofthisrelationship

fromthewordgobutIwas.

Thedoorswungopen

Me:whatgoing?"itwasZoewithVeli

Zoe:nonofyourbusiness".theywalkedpastus



madetherewaytothekitchen,Iheardveli

instructingpeopletoputthishereandthere,Imade

mywaytothethem,Isawfewcateringguysdoing

therething

Sbu:andthen?

Veli:Pamcansureordermearoundonthatbed,I

onlyhadfewhour'stodothis "shebreathout

loudandheldherwaist

Sbu:whatgoingon?"

Veli:lastminutebridalshower"

Me:what?"....

Zoe:byeboys...."shepushedusoutaswepassed



moregirlscomingin,sheclosedthedooronour

face

IlookedatSbuwhowasabouttoexplode

Me:haydon'tlookatmelikethat....yourwifedid

this"

.

.
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Sbahle***

IheardnoiseoutsidemyroomorshouldIsay

Mveloroominthepenthouseit'salreadymorning

itsmyweddingdayBitches,butIfeeltheweightof

theworldonmyshoulderpushingmedownI'm

debatingifIshouldgetoutofbedornot,myhead

waspoundingmythroatsodry.

Iturnedaroundandlookedattimeitwas04:30am

inthemorningit’smyweddingdayandIhavebags

undermyeyesduetonotsleeping,Icriedsomuch

lastnightandPambeingPammademelaughitout

byhostingmysurprisebridalshoweritwasnothing

bigbutIwasgratefulforallthegiftsIgotand

hangingaroundwithcrazygirlsIwishthatIwasa

drinkermaybejustmaybeIwouldhaveforgotten

thetalkIhadwithPamearly.



ButwhenIgotbacktothehotelIwasfilledwith

mixedemotionsthatIendeduphavinganinsomnia

,icriedsomuchIdon’tevenwanttolookatmyself

inthemirrorrightnow...Mymomthoughtitwas

weddingjittersormehavingcoldfeetbutifonly

sheknew.

Mveloontheotherhandwasblowingupmyphone

nonstopIdon'tevenknowwhenhestop,hewas

worriedsickaboutmebutIassuredhimthatI’mok,

“Sbahleyou'reheartisheavingI'mevengetting

chestpainandyousniffingI’mcomingthereright

now!!“

Icouldnotlethimabandonhisfriendsthathad

decidedtothrowhimabachelorpartythiswasmy

buddedthatIneededtodealwithheadstrongand

alone,besideshewasthelastpersonIwantedto



bewithfromwhatPamtoldmeabouthimandhis

babymamaIjustneededspacetodigest

everything.AmIoknow?Onthisverysamedayof

mywedding?NotbyalongshotbutIkeptmy

promisetogoaheadwiththisweddingnomatter

what

SohereIamlookingatmyselfinmirrorit'sThe

morningofmyweddingitsaspecialandhighly

emotionaltimeforeveryoneacceptmethebride

NotonlyisitthelastmorningIwillhaveasan

unmarriedperson,it’salsoasmallwindowforme

topackallmybelongings,checkeverythingisin

orderwithmyMembesoceremonyandgettothe

ceremonyingoodtime.Anarrayofemotionsjust

surface,andeachoneidebatedifIshouldhonour

asIpreparetostartmynewlife.

Withallthehairandmake-uptoperfect,time-

keepingandlastminutepreparations,momtoldme

itsnormaltofeelabitdisorientedfewhoursbefore



theceremony,shesawrightthroughmethatI'm

notok,butagainshestillbelievedthatitsjitters.

"whyyoureyessored"Mlondiasked

"justmissingdad"IliedIknewhewasnotgoingto

askmefurtherhehuggedmeandtoldmeheis

proudofme.

ThedrivetotheMngunipalaceEverythingjust

seemabitunreal–thebigdayisfinallyhere!I'm

tryingsohardtohandletheconfusionbystaying

groundedItakeamomenttohaveacupofteabut

can'tstomachanything,I'mnervous,excitedand

shitterrified.

Ican'tbelievethateverythingwasplannedforme

yesVelididanoutstandingworklookingatthedeco

andmyoutfitsbutistillfeelsomekindofaway

becausenotoncewasIaskedwhatIlikeordon't



mypointofviewwasnotconsidered...butIdoubt

anywife'spointofviewmatterwhenthemarriage

isarranged.ApparentlyMvelowantedtodothe

wholeweddinginonedayandtomorrowwe

supposetogoonourhoneymoon,Idon’tknow

what’stherushwasbuthisthekingandhiswordis

final.

MytraditionalweddingwasawhiteandAfrican

printtheme,peoplecameoutinnumbertoattend

thisweddingandtocelebratewithmeIwastiredof

smilingandwaving,Mveloontheotherhandwas

overthemoonitwasgoodtoseehimlikethisbuti

hadalotonmymindtobeinthathappyplacewith

himonelookatPam'skidsandSbuIfelttears

buildingupinmyeyes,Mybodywastherebutmy

mindwasmilesaway,

Ifanyonetoldmeabouthowsincereapersondying

wishlistisIwouldhavenotlistenedtoPam,I

wouldmostprobablyhavesaidthat



“I’mtooyoungtofulfiladyingpersonwish“

yesterdayeventsstartedplayedinmyheadlike

taperecorderonrepeat,Pamreallypouredouther

hearttome,itwasourfirsttimemeetingeach

otherbutshealreadyknewwhattosaytomeand

whatisexpectedofmeinthisfamily

“SibahleIknowthatyouyoungbutifyoumarry

Mveloyounotonlymarryinghimbutyoumarrying

hisfamilyhispeoplehisentirelifeaswellImaynot

livelongtobethereforhimormyfamilybutItrust

youwillbethereIknowthatyoulovehim,Iseeitin

youreyesandinthewayhelooksatyou,Our

familyisacircleofstrengthofloveSbahlewith

everybirthandeveryunionthecirclegrows…keep

myfamilysafefromharm'swaymaketheroyal

housefeelworm…neverevermakemykidssee

thatthereissomethingmissing…theyareyoung

theywillsooncallyoumomteachthemaboutlove



….makethemknowthatLoveispatient,loveis

kind.Itdoesnotenvy,itdoesnotboast,itisnot

proud.Itdoesnotdishonourothers,itisnotself-

seeking,itisnoteasilyangered,itkeepsnorecord

ofwrongs.Lovedoesnotdelightinevilbutrejoices

withthetruth.Italwaysprotects,alwaystrusts,

alwayshopes,alwaysperseveres.Loveneverfails….

Teachthemaboutfaithshowthemhowtopray

makethemfearGod“

Whenshespokeaboutherchildrenherfacewill

lightup,shetoldmethatwhenshesaysher

childrenZitheloisincludedandImustnevermake

herfeellikeanoutsidershemaynotbemy

biologicalchildbutIfIloveherfatherIneedtolove

herunconditionallytoo.

AsIsitherelookingathappyfaces,feasting

drinking,singingandallthespeechandgift



offering,IfakeasmileI’mcarryingPam'sweight

onmyshoulder,sheexpectedalotfromme,she

trustedmewithalotofthingsamIevenreadyfor

suchresponsible?butyetagainIthinkPamleft

mewithnochoice,shewasnotpleadingor

baggingme,shehadthisplannedformonthsnow

shegavemeinstructiononhowtorunthishouse

whensheisgone,youknowIfgrantingthedying

person'slastwishwillhelpappeasehermindwhile

dying,thenitshouldbedoneregardlessofme

beingreadyornot,Icannotgoageistthepromise

Imadeit'simportantforPamtoletgoofallworldly

attachmentstorestinpeace,andIpraytogodthat

shedoesnotdiebuthermindismadeupshetold

mesheistiredshetoldsheknowsherfateandI

mustnotcryforherbutrejoicethelifeshehasleft

forme.

Him:“Sthandwasamiukahle?"Iwipedatearon

myeyes,andsmiledHeheldmyhandwewere

seatedonthethroneseatIwascrownedhisQueen

andHimmyKinghewasholdingmyhandIfelt



powerfultheseatwasmineitsafeelingIcan't

explainbutIcouldnotsitandenjoyitreignasIwas

aballofemotions,haveyouevermeetapersonfor

twosecondsinyourlifebuthadthis

undistinguishedbondwiththemlikeyouhave

knowneachotherforyearsthatmeandPam.

Me:“Ijustneedtousetheladiesroomplease“

Austinwalkedtous

Austin:thegardenisreadyfortheroyalwhite

wedding..."

Him:weneedtogetready"

InoddedIhatethisIhavechangemyoutfitfor

trilliontimesnowsincethismorningandnodoubt

I'mtired,Mvelohastendenciesofleavingpeople



heinvitedbehindtodohisownthing,thesame

thinghedidlastnighthewilldotoday,ourwhite

weddingisanintimateceremonywithonlyfamily

membersandfewclosefriends,theroyalgardenis

asacredplaceandnoteveryoneisallowedthere.

Hekissedmycheekagirlthatwasappointedasmy

wardescortedmetooneoftheguestroomIwas

followedbymymakeupartist,hairstylistandmy

designerwithlotofguards.

YoumayaskyourselfwhyI'mnotusingthemain

bedroom?welltraditionsaysthatIcanonlygoto

themainBedroomaftermyweddingfestivity,we

stillhadawhiteweddingsomethingtodowith

bloodmoonthatwillblessourunion,andIthought

thatamaZuluaretraditionalbutMvelo'sfamilyis

worse…it'straditionthis…traditionthat…yooit's

toomuch.

MywardaskedmeifIneededanythingtheminuteI



walkedinsidetheroom,IshookmyheadNo

Me:“canyouleavemeplease“

Shebowed“yeshermajesty“shetoldeveryoneto

waitoutsidethankGodIcanfinallybreathe,Ican

nevergetusedbeingcalled'myQueen,myLady,

herMajesty,'butIguessitiswhatitis,Itookoff

myshoesandthrewmyselfonthebedIwas

wokenupbymassivecrampsonmyabdomenI

tossedandturnedwhenIopenedmyeyesIwason

myweddingdressIfeltsomethingwetwhenI

lookeddownIwassoakedinblood,Itriedtostand

butthepainwastomuch,IscreamedtillIfelt

handsshakingmeIshootmyeyesopenandthey

landedonPam,shewascarryingababy,she

walkedtomeandplaceditonmyarms

Her:“hernameisNaledi…takecareofher“



Ilookedathershewasglowingshewasbeautiful

andlookedhealthy

Her:“IhavetogomyQueenIloveyousomuch

...I'mwithyouinspirit“

IcalledouthernamewhenIshootmyeyesopenI

foundMvelolookingatme,hiseyeswere

bloodshot

Hedidnotsayawordtomebutengulfedmeina

hug,IcriedmylungsoutashebrushedmybackI

couldfeelmyshouldergettingwethewasalso

crying…

.



.
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Mvelo****

IcouldnotshakethefeelingthatSbahlewasnot

well,oneofherservantsrushedtomeandtoldme

thatsheiscryinginhersleepIrushedtoherroom

andfoundhershakingasifsheishavingaseizure

hereyesturnedbackandonlyawhitepartwas

showing,MakhumalowalkedinandtookSbahle



lefthand,andsheinsertedgoatskinwristband

andsomeredandwhitebeads,

Makhumalo:wedon'thaveenoughtimeyouneed

towakeherup“

Inodded,shelefttheroomIheldherhandandI

sawherdreamIwastherethepainshefeltitlooked

andfeltsoreal,whenshefinallywokeuphertears

justgusheddownIpulledherintoahugIhatePam

fortellingSbahleaboutherbeingsicknotonlythat

butherthrowinginthetowel,Whenonehearsthe

wordcancer,itcanelicitavarietyofreactions.

Personally,theonlywordthatstruckadeeperchord

washearingtheword“terminal.”Tobetoldthat

eventodaywithallthismodernmedicinetheworld

hastooffer,itisthesaddestofrealitiesthatpeople

stilldodiefromcancer.Itdidnotmakemeany

morepreparedforwhattheactualityofthat

statementtrulymeant.Asshecontinuedlivinglife

despitetheloomingdiagnosisofterminalhanging



overher,tillcamethedaywhenshewastotiredto

fight,shedidn'twanttobealiveandtofeelpain

anymore,shewasjustfuckenhalf-dead-aliveandI

couldnotdoshitaboutit..I'mhauntedbyourpast

memoryandthefutureweplannedtogether,This

wasalmostapre-grief,seeingherinthatbed,A

sadnessthatweknewwouldbefallthoseclosestto

her,duetothefactthatweknewshewasgoingto

loseherlife.Howandwhenitwillthathappened

wehadnoideabutprayedforamiracle,Theadvice

thatwasgivenwastofightandTryourbestto

enjoythetimewehadwithher.Totryandstaveoff

thegriefuntilshewasreallygone.

ThismorningMysisterdidnotfeellikewakingup,

shesaidshewastiredshetoldSbutoenjoythe

weddingshehadfewminuteschatwithSbahleand

huggedherchildrendearly,sherequestedtogoto

hospital,Shewasinpainandblameditfornot

restinglastnight..shewashappyshelooked

betterthenshewasdaysback,duetomywedding

takingplaceshemademepromisetovisitheronce



meandSbahlearehusbandandwife,Pam'sword

isalwaysfinalesheisstubbornandhotheadedI

couldnotdisagreewithherevenifIcould.

Sbahle:IhurtssobadMvelo“

Me:“Iknowbaby…“

Her:“Ineedtoseeher“

IjustheldhertightIbrokedownandcry,fuckthe

statementthatmandon’tcry,wetalkingaboutmy

oneandonlysisterherewehadourupsidedown

foughtlikeanyothersiblingsbutshehasbeenthe

onlypersonthatwasholdingitdownformefor

years,shewasaparenttome,IamwhoIam

todaybecauseofherhowdoIcontinue?howdoi

goon,itwasquitecomplexsituate,Wearefacing

losingasisterandadaughterwithinourfamilythat

hadbeenbeyondclosetoeachandeveryoneofus



butwasnotquiteshatteredsincecancerhadcome

intoourlives.Thestructureofourfamilyhad

shiftedandchangedaseachofushascoped

drasticallydifferentlyastimeunfolded.SohowdoI

copestayinthisplace,howdoilookatSbahleand

tellhereverythingwillbeok,whileIdon'tknowifI'm

comingorgoing,I'mwalkingaroundanopen

bleedingheart..whatdoIdowhereIseethatthere

mightbenofutureformysisteranditfeelslike

there’snofutureforanyone,inthishousewithout

herreally?Howdoiputmyclothesoninthe

morningandlookinthemirrorwithoutscreaming?

Howdoishowuptoherkids,whenitfeelslikeI'm

dyinginside?Howdoikeeppretending,keep

toleratingtheblindnessofeveryoneandeverything

aroundme"

“NgonyamaandNdlonkulu…wearereadyforyou

“

ItwasmygrandmotherIslowlyuntanglemyself



frommywifearms

Me:baby...Weneedtodothisnow"

Shelookedatmeasifi'mcrazy

Her:“what…wecantIneedtogotothehospital

rightnow!!“

Ijustlookeddown

Koko:“Ndlonkulu…Nokwenkweziisfine,Ijust

finishedtalkingtoSbuandhetoldmeshein

surgeryaswespeak,thebabywasrestlessso

theydoingaC-section“

Me:“Sthandwasami…weneedtogetmarried

“asmuchaswetraditionallymarrieditisimportant



thatwehavethiswhiteweddingtheceremonyneed

beblessedandlegallyIneedSbahletobemywife,

Iwipedhertearsasshejumpedoffthebed

Her;No!"

Me:babycalmdownplease"

Her:calmdown....MvelowhereisPam....??"

Me:babythewedding..."Iknewtheimportanceof

meandSbahlesealingourUnionundertheblood

moonbytraditionthisneedstohappenaswell

Her:“thatallyouworriedaboutMvelo…this

weddingPamisfightingforherlifeandyoubusy

forcingthismarriageintomythroat!!!“



Istoodupandlookather

Me:“SHEISMYSISTERSBAHLEDON’TYOU

THINKIKNOWTHAT!!”

Her:“oohfinallyyourealise!…weddingorno

weddingshestillfightingforherlifeandfromwhat

Iwhitenessthatbabyneedsmethanthosepeople

outsidethatIhavetosmileatandpretendthatI’m

ok!“

KokolookedatmeandIlookedatSbashe…she

wasangryfumingIhadnocomebackIjustfroze,

sheputonhersleepersandwalkpassmeIheld

herhandwelookedateachother,shedidnot

blinkorlookdown

Her:“SbuisaloneinthathospitalMveloheneeds

us“thewaythiswomenholdsmyballsIjust

swallowedhardandnodded



Me:“willusethebackdoor..“

Koko:Mvelo…theifyoudonotdothisnow….your

ancestorswillnotblessyouunion…“

Me:“itsriskI’m willingtotake,familycomesfirst

koko…tellZoeandAustintheywillknowwhattodo

withallpeopleoutside“IlookedatSbahle“letsgo“

Iaskedoneoftheguardstoescortusout,the

royalhousewasstillbuzzingandittookforeverto

leavethepremisesSbahlelookedatherwristband

andlookedoutsidethewindowhersniffswere

evidencethatshewascrying,

.

.



Sbahle***

I’mgladthattheybookedthewholefloorforPamin

thishospitalbecauseitwasmass,theminutewe

walkedinweheardSbuscreamingthemachines

weregoingwild

Sbu:No..no..nocomebacktomeyoupromised

youwillneverleaveme,!!PAMMMMMM!….Drdo

something,!!!“

IjustsawthatonelinegoingofandIlookedat

everyoneintheroomandIjustheldmymouth….

Mvelojustsankdown

Sbu:“howamIsupposetoraiseourchildrenon

myown...please..pleaseDrdosomethingplease

....”Beeeeep...beepbeepthemachineswentoff



“I’msorryMr.Ngcobotimeofdeath....“Ijustheld

mychestIcouldnotholditinanymoresoirushed

outandheldmyheadIscreamedandcriedbutnot

asmuchasSbuandMvelo,Ihaveseenmencry

beforebutwhatwashappeningrightnowIcould

nottakeitinanymoremyfirstthoughtwastogoto

Mveloandcomforthimoneofusneedtostrong.

Iheardababycryinganditalarmedmethatitmust

bebabyNaledi,Iwipedmytearsandfollowedthe

sound,Wires,tubes,andmonitorsarebeing

juggledbetweenhalfadozennurses,Inthe

middleofitallisatiny,fragilebaby,borntoosoon,

ababywhoshouldn’tbealivebutsurviveddueto

hermother'sbravery,

theNurse’slookatmewitheyesfullofsorrowand

pitybuttheyquicklysmiled,



Me:“mayIcomein“

Oneofthemsmiledandnodded,Nalediwasin

NICUsheis17weeksprematureIdidn’tgettohold

herbutwastoldtosanitizemyhands,Ilookedat

herthroughtheglass,mylittlefighter…thelone

survivor,Isatonaspecialchair,tearswellingupin

myeyes,Excitement,fearandanxietyconsumed

meallatone,

shewasbeautifulsheaprematurebabyshewas

skinnyandallwrinkledup,seeingababyforthe

firsttimetakesonanewmeaning.Theconstant

beepsandalarmshumthroughthedimlylitroom.

shelookedlikePam,thenursegavemeherbottle

andshesuckeditforherdearlifeIsmiledIhada

purposenow...

.



.

Aweeklater

****sorryaboutcroptop***
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***unedited***

Twoweekslater

Sbahle***

Myalarmwentoffiturnedaroundandwas

welcomedbyanemptybedandnoticedthatIwas

aloneyetagain,thisdaysIgotobedaloneevery

nightIfeelhimholdingmeatnightandwhenIwake

uphisnotthere,myhusbandisgrievingaloneandI

don'tknowhowtogetthroughtohim,Iamtrying

thebestIcantotakeoversomeoftheworkmy

husbandhaddonesohecanhavetimetogrieve.I



don'tknowifIshouldencourageorpushhimto

jumpbackintoworknotthatIknowwherehegoes

offtoeverydaybutIknowitsnotwork.

Ijustdon'tknowwhattodo,butIwanttodo

whateverisbestforhimIneverknewthatlove

comeswithsomuchcompromiseIhaveputMvelo

beforemyneeds.

HowdoIhelphimgrieve?HowdoIhelphimstill

runourbusinessourhouse?HowdoImakesure

hedoesn'tfallintoadepression?Hedoesnottalk

tomeIknowIcannotdetecthowhemustgrieveor

notbutIfeellikethissilenceiscausingdetachment

betweenus

"havepatiencemychild"mymomwillsaywhenI

crytoherintheweehours

Mom:Yourpartnerwillreturn.Thegriefwill



integrateintohislifeandpsyche,andbelessofan

overwhelmingforcethatshroudseachday.Grief

doesn’tevergoaway;however,itdoessubside,and

yourpartner’s“normal”personalitywillcomeback

bepatientSbahle...Kuyabekezelwaemshadweni

yourhusbandneedsyounow"

Ijustwishhecouldtellmehowhefeelscryifhe

hadtoobutheusjustplainignoringmeasifIdon't

exist

thelasttimewespokewasthedayofPam'sfuneral

,

"pleasewearthis"

Ilookedatititwasabigdiamondrock,my

weddingringIexpectedahugasmileevenakiss

buthewalkedpastme



Me:Mvelo..."Icalledoutforhimhestoppedbutdid

notturnhebreathoutloudandcontinuedtowalk

away,takingachuckofmyheartwithhim.

,weholdhandsinfrontofcamerasandtakepics

forthemediatowriteaperfectstoryaboutusbut

insidethishousewestrangers,ImissMvelono

doubtandthishouseisjusttocrowdedforusto

talkorhaveaoneononeconversations.

"youneedtogivehimhiscake"Zoesaid

Me:Ican'twestillinmoaning"Iliedthroughmy

teethI'mknowJackaboutsexandmveloisbigI

don'tthinkI'mreadyforhisthinkinginsideme...

ThatdoesnotmeanIwillrefusehimifhewantshis

cakeeither.

IhadhopethatsinceIwokeupearlytodayIwill

findhiminourbedIrushedtohisstudybuthewas



gone,Isighandmademyselfcoffee,Iheard

chatterontheotherroom

"oohGodI'msolate...thekingwillskinmealive...

Hiscoffeeisnotdone"

Anothervoice:youbetterthankyourGodbecause

thekingleftearlytoday"

"areyousure...?I'mevenscaredtowalkin"I

heardshufflingandtwoofservantswalkin,shock

waswrittenallovertheirfacewhentheysawme

theybowed"Ndlovukazi"

Inodded"canyounotcookbreakfasttodayIwill

doit"



"Ndlovukazi"theybowedandwalkedout,the

tensioninthishouseevengotourservantwalking

oneggshellsbecauseofMveloIhearthemtalk

abouthistemperandthatmakesmesomadbutI

haveneverwhitenessitmyself.

Weallgatheredonthediningroom,koko,thekids

andVelialotwassaidbutnooneopensthere

mouth.

Sne:Auntiarewestillgoingtoseebabatoday?"

IwishIcouldsayyesbutSbuisadifferentperson

andIdon'twanthiskidstoseehimlikethat,he

hatesNalediandblamesherfortakinghiswife,we

haveexchangehatefulwordsmeandhimandI

decidednottoattendPam'sfuneralithappened

thattheverysamedayofthefuneralNalediwas

beingdischarged



Sbuwantedhiswifeclosetohimandthefuneral

washeldinDurban.SomehowIhadhopedMvelo

willaskedmetogobuthejustwalkedaway,the

tearsIhavecriedforthismancanfloodriversnow,

myspiritwereliftedupIfinallyheldNalediinmy

armsandcamebackwithherhome,theycallher

Simangalisobecauseafter2dayinanincubator

shewasallaliveandoutofdanger.

SheismysmilekeeperIstillhavealottolearn

aboutbaby'sbuttheNannyIhiredisgreathelpand

I'mgettingthere.

Afterbreakfastthekidswenttothereplayroomand

ItookNaleditomyroom Ireadmybookrocking

mybabytillshefellasleep,Ilookedatthebeautiful

viewoutsidethinkingaboutmylifeandmarried

howdiditgettothis?

YouknowIwishhadachancetoprepareforit,but

justonehorribledaychangedmyhusbandtoa



manIdon'trecognise,theloveofmylifelosta

parent,sibling,andfriend.Asigotroughjourneyin

timethatlookedlikeitwasnotmovingIwishI

couldholdhishandandtellhimI'mhereforhim.

Ihavetakenallinandtackledthesilentabuse,it

evenfeelslikei'mgoingthroughacourseof

survivingbeingawife,aqueenamothertohiskids

andhisshouldertocryonthisaretruetryingtimes

forme.

"ifitsnotworkingoutbuyauze'ekhaya"Nsikawill

say

"ifheevermakesyoucryIsweartoGodhewill

meethissistersoonerthanhethinks"Mlondiwill

say

Decision...decision...DoIstaydoIgo?Doeshe

stillloveme?Hedoesnoteventouchyouwhatdo



youthink?

MymarriagelifeisdeadwithnolifeIfeellikeI'm

losingmymindbutatleastIhavefoundmyown

personalcopingmechanisms,thekidsgivemea

reasontosmileeverydayandremindmewhyI'min

thishouse.

ItsafternoonandwithoutfailImusttakemy

afternoonwalk.

afterjumpingoutoftheshowerIjumpedintomy

longblackbodyhuggingdressandblackandwhite

headscarf,firstthingfirstImakemywayyoNaledi

nursery,shewasstillsleeping

Ikissedherforeheadandwalkout.

Imademywaydownstairs,IheardZeeand



Junior(Pamson)talkingtherethearethesame

agegroup,andtherestoriesalwaysgetme

laughinglikecrazy,theywereseatedonthecouch

watchingcartoons,thehousewasquiteIwander

whereeveryonewas.

Theynoticedmypresence

"Aunty"Ikissedthemonthecheeksandhugged

them,

"haveyoueaten"theyshooktheirheadsIsmiled

Me:whatdoyouwanttoeat?"

"kellogsandeggs"JrsaidIgiggled

Me:andyouzee"shegiggled



"Idon'tknow...maybecake"Ilaughed

Me:oohmy...whycakePrincess"

Zee:becauseitsweet..."Ilaughed

Me:comelet'sgomakeyoufood"

IwouldnotsayIhavethebestofrelationshipwith

ZeeorPam'skidsit'sonlybeenatwoweekwith

thembuttheyaregoodkidsnodoubtPamwasa

goodmother

"OohI'msorryIdidn'tknowyouup"

Ilookedupandshesmiled



"kidscomeeatImadeyoulunch"

Whatthefuck!!

Zee:thankyoumommy"zeeletgoofmyhandran

toherandshehuggedher,Iwasfrozenwhatis

shedoinghereinmyhouseandinmykitchenthe

devilistestingme

"Silindile!"

"_Ndlovukazi"shesaidbowingherhead,Ilooked

atherfromheadtotoeshewaswearinghigh

waistedgreyskinnyjeanwithpinkshirttuckedin

andkillerhills,shetossedherweaveback

Me:goandeatI'mcomingIsaidtothekids"I

smiledandwhentheywereoutofsitemyeyes

lockedwithhersandmysmiledisappeared



"youwereinmykitchen?"

"withallduerespectyouwerestillsleeping"

Ilaughed

"whatdoesthatsupposetomean?"Iasked

Her:Ifoundmychildallaloneandyouwere

sleepingsoasamotherItookituponMetomake

herfood"

"youdoknowthatthiskidshaveaNannyright?"

"it'sonlylunchSibahlewhat'sthebigdeal?"



Me:itsmykitchenMakazitheloasawifeofthis

houseyimiangishayau5laphasiyezwana"

Her:Ijustthought..."Icutheroff

Me:ufunaniLA?"

IwasmadeversinceIknewaboutslishehasdone

thissmallthingsthatrubmethewrongwayandit

didnothelpthatsheisMvelobusinesspartnerand

Veli'sbff

Her:wowTreyisthefatherofmychildsoIcameto

checkuponZee"

Me:soyoucomeandgoinmyhouse?"

Shesidesmile,oohhelpmegodI'mabouttocatch



acase

Me:younotansweringme...Ngingakusizangani

Kwami!"

Shesetonthecouchoppositemeandfoldedher

legsdidIsayshemastsitdown?

Her:I'msorryNdlovukazitostepinyourshoes,I'm

actuallyhereonbusinessIwashopingtospeakto

Treyaswell"oohmyGodwhat!!Thiswomanis

drivingmecrazynotonlymustItolerateMvelo

silenttreatmentandnowhisbabymamaiswalking

allupintheverysamehouseIleavein

Me:whatstoppingyoufromcallinghim?Nawe

uyazibonelaakekho"

Her:wespokeatPam'sfuneralaboutZee..."She



wastalkingalonenowIwasstillatthatpointwhen

shesaid'wespokeatPam'sfuneral',Iwas

annoyedandIdon'tknowwhatgamethiswoman

wasplayingorwhatmyhusbandisstilldoingwith

her...

VeliwalkedinshefrownednoticingSli

Veli:oohIthoughtyousaidwillmeetatthe

restaurant"

Sli:IwasintheneighborhoodsohereIam"they

huggedandtalkedlikeIwasnoteventhere.

Me:wow"IlaughedandshookmyheadPamdid

tellmethatnomatterwhatIdoImustnevergetto

closewithVelinowIseewhyhereloyaltiesare

withSli



Me:I'msorryladiesIgotRoyaldutiestodosocan

youtakethischitchatoutsidemyhouse...."

Kokowalkedinshedidnothavetosayawordbut

hereyessaidalot,afterweallgreetingherthey

saidgoodbyetokokoandwalkedoutgigglingand

talking

Ifeltsick,

"Sibahle"shestoppedmeasIwasabouttowalk

out

Me:koko"

Her:holdyourheaduphigh...darkcloudsare

closingin"



AgainshetalkedinriddleIjustnoddedandwalked

tomyroomIfeltthewallsclosinginthisroom,this

isnothappeningtomeNo!didIreallyMarryinto

thischaos?Whybecauseoflove...Fucksliwillbe

involvedinourlifeforatleastanother11yearswill

shebethispain,willicontrolmycoolaroundher?

WhydoIfeellikeshestillgotthisholdoverMvelo

...IfeltlikeIwassuffocating,Mvelocan'tdothisto

me...ItookmylaptopIkeepthinkingofaccepting

toenrollinIUCTmaybeit'sbestmeandmveli

separateabit.

Thisishisproblem,notminelethimfigureitout,

heisoldenoughtomakebabies,soheshouldbe

oldenoughtofigureouthowtohandlehisex's.I'm

toofoundforthisdrama.

ItookpaintabletsandIwasofftolalaland

ImusthavedozeoffbecauseIwaswokenbyeyes

lookingatmeItrytoshakethefeelingbutshootmy



eyesopenhewassittinginthedarkandlookingat

me,Ilookedatthetimeitwasaftermidnight,I

haveseenhimhappy,sad,disappointedbutthis

eyesIhaveneverseen?

Him:youenrolledinUCT?"

IsetupstraightIwantedtofindwordstosaybut

hislookscaredmeIfoundmyselflookingdown

Hestooduptakingofhisshirt

"Awuyilapho...Siyezwana(younotgoingtheredo

youhearme)"Ididn'tsayanythingIjustlookedat

him hisbackwasfacingme

Him:siyezwana!!"Inoddedbutrealisedthathedid

notseeme



"yebo"hewalkedoutandIpulledmykneestomy

chest,placedmyhandonmymouthandcried

.

.

Honeymoonfazeipheli
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Sbahle***

IwastiredofcryingandquestioningmyselfwhereI

wentwrong,Iwipedmytearsandsetupstraight

IheardtheshowerrunningandImademyway

downstairs,Icheckedonthemicrowaveandyes

hisplateisstillthereIwarmeditupsniffingand

huggingmyself,itstimeIputmyselftogether

MvelohastomuchcontrolovermeandIdon’tlike

thewomenhisturningmeinto.



"hi"IlookedupIwasmeetwithuncleMzamo

gaze,hewasstillonhisformalworkclothesI'm

guessinghejustgotbackfromtheUK,hefrowned

Iguesshesawmyrednoseandbaggyeyes,you

knowthatlookofsleepingwithabrokenheartthat

howmyfacelooksrightnow

Him:youcan'tsleep"

Ilookeddown

Me:yessomethinglikethat"Isniffed

Him:mmmm"

Isniffedagain

Him:Sbahleareyouok?"

Me:yesIjusthaveblockednose"

SavebythebellthemicrowavebeepsandIquickly

attendedtoit

Me:canIdishupforyou?"

Him:nothank..."

ItookMveloplateplaceditonatrayallalongIwas

movingaroundandhisUnclewasjustlookingat



me,thismanauraissonotsettling,Iwasaboutto

goandsaygoodnighttohimbuthedecidedtotalk

Him:Sbahle...YoumaybeaMnguninowbecause

ofthatringonyourfingerbutrememberthatyour

bloodisBhenguneverallowamantotakeyour

identityofwhoyouare..."

Ilookedathimandhelookedatme,Inodded

Me:thankyouMalume,goodnight"

Him:mmmmtellyourhusbandthathemustmeet

meinhisstudyin10minutes"

InoddedagainandmademywaytoourroomI

placedhisfoodonthesidetablehecameoutwith

onlyawhitetowelwrappedinhiswaisthewas

dryinghishairwithanothertowelIlookedathim

longerthannormal,Istillcan'tgetusedtohowhot

andrippeduphisbodyisIonlymovedmyeyes

whenhistowelroseupohshitisthatanerectionI

swiftlymovedtothecloset

Me:uncleMzamowishtospeakwithyouinyour

study"



Imademywaytotheclosetandtookouthis

pajamapants,hiswhiteT-shirtwasfarandIcould

notreachthetopshelfItiptoed

Me:damit..."

IfelthimbehindmeInsteadofhimtakinghisT-

shirtfromthetopshelfheliftedmeup,Igotitand

heplacedmedown

Me:thankyou"

Iwaslookeddownfacinghimwillkillmeevenmore

,Icouldtellhiseyeingmebutnottodaywenot

doingittoday,Iwenttothebathroompickeduphis

clothesthatwerescatteredonthefloorandshoved

theminthelaundrybasketwhenIturnedhewas

standingbythedoorlookingatme,hisstillwalking

aroundhalfnakedandIdon’ttrustmybodyaround

himatall,fuckthesilentinthisroomwasgetting

intomehewasblockingthewayandIwantedto

pastIwasn'tgoingtoallowhimtoseemebreaking

downorfillingvulnerableunderhismysticlook,I

pushedpasthim

Him:Mabhengu"



HecalledoutbutIwasnotdoingthiswithhimI

slammedthebathroomdooronhisfaceandlocked

itItookoffmydressandthoughtaboutlongbubble

bathbutIwastodrained,showeritwasthen.

Iwascryingmylasttearsunderthispouringwater

twoweeksIhavenotseenhim,talktohimand

whenheopenshismouthtodayhetellsmeshit,

GodknowsIloveMvelobutlovinghimit'sso

exhaustingI'mtired,aftertakingashowerImade

mywaytotheclosetIjumpedintomybumshort

PJandmatchingvestgoodhe'snothereandhe

tookhisfoodIbreathoutloudandjumpedunder

covers,IrememberedPam'swords"whenitgets

toomuchPraybaby,Iknowmybrotherhisdifficult

persontobewithhelovesyoubutdon'tcrynever

showhimyouweakbecausehewillwalkallover

you...AlwaysprayaskedGodtogiveyoustrength".

IgotdownonmykneesandPrayed

.

.



Mvelo***

“Ineedyoubackatwork“

Ilookedathimasifhiscrazy

Him:“tomorrowwedoingacleansingceremony

andyouaregoingbacktotheUK“

Me:“whatdoyoumeanI’mgoingtotheUK…AS

INALONE!“

Him:“youselfcenteredandyouputtingyourself

firstsogoandfigureoutifyoustillwanttobe

marriedtothatgirlorratherbealone“

Me:“soisthisaboutMYwife?“

Him:“lasttimeIcheckedshewastheonlyone

holdingthishousetogetherifyoucaredyouwould

havenoticed“

IlookeddownIjustgotmarriedbutIfeellikeIjust

attendedmyfuneral,I’mscaredtoloveSbahlethe

wayshedeserve,GodKnowsIlovemywifeandI

hatethatI’mthecauseofhertears



Me:“it'sjusthardtoletgooffofpamIfeellikeI

havelostmybestfriendIfeellikeIhavenopointto

leave“

Him:“weallfeellikethatbutaskyourselfifPam

washerewouldshehavewantedyoutobelikethis?

“

Ijustlookeddown

Him:IwantSbahletotakeoverPam’sproject?“

Me:“shewantedtobuildsthatBusinesswithSbu“

Him:“itwilltakeyearsforSbutobebackonhis

feetlosingasoulmateisnoteasy…soyouhaveto

talktoheraboutgoingbacktoschoolyoucannot

makeheryourhousewife,she’stooyoungforthis

responsibilityyouhaveplacedonhershoulders“

Ijustnodded

AfterwetalkedabouthowbadofahusbandIwas,

hegavememouthfullaboutworkandreshuffling

thatneedtohappen,itwasofficialI’mgoingback

toworkthismanwasnottakingnoforananswer,I

finallywenttobedafter3:00amandhetoldmehe



isgoingforaJogmyuncleneversleep,Iwalkedin

mybedroomandIlookedatmybeautifulwife,God

Knowswillnevercheatonher,butIjustcannotbe

happywhenIfeelsoempty,Idon’twanttofight

withherorshoutathersoIjustavoidher,Ihave

beenlookingathereverymovefromafar,thewalks

shetakeseveryday,IbuggedherPcandphone,I

havecriedwithherwhenshecriedbutIwasjust

nottheretoholdherhandortalktoher,shetheonly

normalthinginmylife,thewayshehastakena

roleofbeingmothertomykidsIcouldhavenot

askedforanybetterwomenthanher,sheis

humbleanddedicatedtoherroyaldutiesthepeople

loveherandIlikethatsheishandsonwhatever

mygrandmotherthrowsather.Igotunderthe

coverandpulledherclosetomeIlovehowshe

smellsit'ssofruity,IkissedherneckIcouldfeel

hertryingtopushmebutIheldhertighter,sheis

myharmony

.

.

Sbahle***



Ifelthishandspullingmetohim,hesmelledof

alcoholandtoothpaste,Iwantedtountangle

myselfbecausehewassuffocatingme,

Weneverspeaktoeachothernokissbutevery

nighthewillcreepinmylifeandholdmeforhis

dearlife,hewasholdingmeeventightertonight,

therewasalotIwantedtotellhimrightnowbutI

justcouldnot,felthimbreathingheavilyandIknew

hewasfastasleep,Iheldhishandandbreathout

loud

Me:"Layinginbed,inourbed,withoutyoustill

provestobeanexcruciatingthingevenwithyouin

it,Thereisn’tonenightthatIdon’tcrymyselfto

sleepfrompureloneliness.Thereisn’tonemorning

thatIhaven’trolledoverexpectingtofeelyour

warmbodynexttomine.Ispentthefirsttwoweeks

ofourmarriagelostwithoutyouafterlosingyouto

grief,Iwouldsometimessleeponthecouch

becausethethoughtofbeinginabedwastoo

unimaginable.Iwouldn’tevenbrieflylaydownonit,

wouldn’tsitonittotiemyshoes.Evennow,thatI



haveforcedmyselftotrytogetsomesleepinan

actualbedinyourarmsIcan’tbringmyselftogo

laydownuntilIamthoroughlyexhaustedandI

knowthatsleepisimminent.It’sastrangeconcept

ofalmostbeingafraidofyourownbedbecauseI

fearthatonedayyoumaynotcomebackorhold

melikeyoudo,becausethattheonlytimeIgetfeel

thatIhavehusbandthatcomesinthenightand

holdmetightandleaveButasidefromthetorture

oftheactualbed,itsyoubeingphysicallyherebut

nothereatall,ImissyouMvelo“

Idon’tKnowwhensleepcamebutIwaswokenup

sunheatingmyface,Iscoffedandrolledoverbut

bumpedintoMvelo,IshootmyeyesopenIwas

meetbyhisdreamyeyeslookingatmewaitamI

dreaming?

.

.

Tobecontinued…
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Sbahle***

Helookedatmeandyesitshimhisaliveheisreally

herewithmeinmybad,hesmiledatmeandIdon't

knowwhatgotovermebutIslappedhim

Him:whatthefuck"

IjumpedonhimandIhithimIwasmad

"Sbahle...Babe...Stopit..."Iwasontopofhim

andIwasjustpunchinghim

"him...I'msorry...BabyI'msorry"



IwascryingIwasmad

Me:Ihateyou!!"

Him:Iknow...Iknow...fuckbabymyeye"

Heheldbothofmyarmsandflippedmeover,he

pinnedmyhandsabovemyhadhewasholding

themwithhisoneHandandtheotherwasonhis

eye,thefightinmedidnotcareIwastryingto

untanglemyselffromhishold

Me:fuckenletgoofme...FuckyouMveloyezwa

.."IwastwistingmylegstillIfelthisbodyweight

ontopofme

Him:I'msorry...I'msorry"Ifelthiswetlipsonmy

neck



Me:getoffme!!!..."

Him:mmm"hejustkeptonleavingwetkisseson

myneck

Me:Ihateyou..Uyezw!!"

Him:Iloveyoutoo..."hisvoiceonmyearmade

mybodybetrayme

Him:ngiyaxolisaHle..hle.."helookedatmeIdida

numberonhimhiseyewasredhehadacutonhis

cheekandhisfacewasred

Him:Mabhengu"

IshookmyheadIhatethatIlovehimlikethis,



Him:babe...itme"

Istilldidnotlookathim

Him:hle-hleplease"

Shitthistearsarebuildingupfuck

Him:shuubabydon'tcry...I'mhere"hestarted

kissingmytearsawaythefeelingofhismouthon

mywetfacemademerealisehowmuchImisshim

,IfelthislipsonmineImissedhim...Ilovehimand

hefeelslikehomehisbonerwasPockingmeI

didn'tcareIwasholdingontohisfacehewas

exploringmybodywithhishands,hecuppedmy

breastandhemoaned

Him:Iloveyou..."



Me:mmm"histopwasoffandijustcouldnot

controlmymoansandthewayhiskissandtouch

wastakingmeplaces

"Daddy!...."

Me:oohshoot"

HePulleddownmytopthatwasalmostoutofmy

head

Him:Princess!"

HegotoffmeandZeejumpedonhimandlanded

onhisbulge

"ooh...fuc...."



Me:fatcook!!!!"Isaidfastbeforehecursed

HeclosedhiseyesinpainandIlaughed

Him:IsweartoGodthewomeninmylifearegoing

tokillmetoday"

IbustoutandlaughedZeewasontopofhisfather

chest

Him:howareyoudoingprincess"

ShegiggledThischildherehasthemostamazing

spiritever..IDecidedtotakemyphoneandtakea

picthiswasabeautifulpic,hepulledmetohim

Andtookmyphoneandwetookselfiesoffthethree



ofus

"whereyougoing"

Me:IneedtobathandcheckonNaledi"

Him:wecandothattogether"

IpointedatZeewithmyeyes

HegaveZeemyphone

Him:babyplaygamehere...MyQueenneedsa

bath"

Zee:Inerdabathtoo"Ilaughedhishandswere

movingupanddownmybackandwilllandonmy

ass



Him:I'llbathherandbathyouprincess"

Zeeshookhishead

Him:babyyoukillingdaddy'smood"hesqueezed

myassandlookedatme,Zeegiggledandwasjust

happythathisspendingtimewithherdad,I

jumpedoffthebedIwalkedtothebathroom,my

bumshowedhimlefthimwithnoimaginationatall

everythingwasoutthereforshowandIownedmy

walk,

whenIturnedhetolookathimhewasbitinghis

lowerlipIwinkathimandranintothebathroom,

.

.



IwasdonedressingupandmademywaytoNaledi

room,IfoundMvelorockinghertosleepIstoodby

doorandsmiled,hegentlyplacedherdownand

whenheturnedIroundhesawme

Him:sheissobig"

Ismiled

Imademywaytothebabycourtandlookedat

Naledishewassuckingonherhands

Mveloheldmefrombehind"thankyou"Irestedmy

headonhischest

Him:damnImissedyou"



Iturnedaroundandlookedathim

Me:Iwasrighthere"

Hesmiledasheslowlytookmymouthtohis

.

.

Veli***

Heisontopofmeagainhisbeenonitevenlonger

thannormalIwanttotouchhimbutherefusing,

hishittingplacesIhaveneverthoughtexisted,I'm

screaminghisholdingmymouthhisgoodandhe

knowsthis,hismoansfeelmeupIfeelanother

explosionComingoohBawoIsplashmyjuiceson



himhehititevenhardonmakingmyeyesrollback,

hisnotgivingmetimetorecover,hiscloseandhe

givemealastkickandrealise,heletgoofmy

mouthandmyhands,hegetsoffmeandtookoff

hiscondom

Him:gotoyourroomandcallsomeonetoclean

this,"hedisappeartothebathroomasItakemy

soakingpussyoutitallstartedwhenItoldhimI

lovehimandhesaidok,IthoughifIgivehima

babyhewillchangebut

hetoldmehedon'twantababybutIfellpregnant,I

miscarriageandthatwasthelasttimehesmiledat

meordidsomethingnicetome,

hechangedandonlyfuckesmewithoutgivinga

shitaboutme,IlookedathowMveloandSbahle

lookateachotherandIhatelovewhymustallman

usemelikethis,IwishMzamocanloveme,hismy

onlytickettoabetterlife,



HewalksinandlookatMvelo,thequeenmother

lookshappytoday,andthisaremorenoisytoday

thannormalthisisperfectfamilybreakfast,IwishI

hadaringontocallmyselffamilytoo

Mzamo:whathappenedtoyou?"HeaskedMvelo

MvelolookedatSbahleandtheyhadaminijoke

session,Iwasherebutwasnotheremyphone

buzzed

"Imonmywayishegone?"

"no...Ithinktheyresolvedthings"

"what?...DidyoutalktoMzamo"



IwantedtoshakemyheadbutrealisedthatI'mona

phonewithher,

"SlyI'mstilltrying"

"oohcomeonVeli...Ifshefallspregnantitsover

forus,rememberthatPamwantedyououtofthat

royalhouseandthatgirl...Isnotgoingtowantyou

thereyounottherefamilybutjustagirlwhowasa

victimthattheysaved..."

IlookedatSbahleshedoesnotlikemeIhaveseen

thatandsheisroyaltywhateverwordshesaythey

willobey,IneedSlitobeasecondwifeshewill

havemybackevenifitmeansthatIneedtogive

Mzamopussyeverydaytillhefallsinlovewithme

anddowhataskhimtodo.



.

.

Tobecontinued***croptop**"
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Mvelo***

Thekidswentoutwiththeirnannytothepark,Koko

leftforDurbantospeaktoSbuaboutthecleansing

ceremonythatwilltakeplacein3days'timefrom

now,I'mstillhurtandtobehonestIdon'tknow

whenIwilleverfeelokandacceptthatPamis

gone,sometimesIevenfindmyselfcallingher



numberandjustballupintoacryingmesswhenI

recallthatshenomore,Iwilllistentohervoiceon

thevoicemailandjustcryevenmoreIswearto

Godandtoallmyancestorsthatherdeathjusttook

achunkofmylife.

Sopartofmovingonisformetobegratefulofthe

lifeIhaveandtobebetterHusbandtoSbahle,I

decidedtotakeSbahleoutitsbeenawhilesinceI

spendtimewithherandIhatethatsheisdoubtful

ofmyfeelingforher,iknowI’mtheonetoblame

forthatIwasjustanassbutIwouldn’tbeagood

mantoherifIdonothumblemyselftoherand

apologizeI’malsoplanningontalkingtoherabout

whatgoingonwithmetheysaywomenlovetofeel

neededandtoseeamancryandpouringtheirheart

outnodoubtIamabouttobecomevulnerableto



her,ioweherthatmuchveleIhaveputherthrough

shitandtookherforgrantedjustbecauseIwasa

cowardandafraidtotalktoher

"ComeonSbahlewedon'thavethewholeday"

Her:I'malmostdone"

shetoldmeshewantedtochangeandshehas

beeninthatclosetforhoursnow.

IwasbusychattingtoLanga(Zoehusband)whilei

waitedformywife,hewaslaughingatmewhenI

toldhimIgotabeatingofmylifethismorning

Him:Itoldyousamebirdsflocktogether"



YepSbahleislikeZoeineverywaynowanderthey

becamegoodfriends,

Him:sowhenyoucomingthisside"

Me:Ihavetoaskmywifefirstbutmaybeafterthe

cleansingceremonybecausesoonafterIhaveto

gobackwork"

Him:where?...UK?"

Me:yaaandIdon'tknowhowSbahlewilltakeit"

Him:youleavingherbehind"

Me:ohfuckNo..."



Him:thatgirlGotyoubytheballs"

Me:yapshitgotrealveryquickforme"

Him:that'scalledgrowingup...

.Lookletmerushtoameetingwillchatlatersayhi

toSbahleforme"

WesaidourGoodbyeandIloggedoutofwhat'sup

andreceivedanotificationmassageitwasapicture

thatItookthismorningofmeSbahleandZee,"

Stopplayinghappyfamilyusingmybabywiththat

women"Ijustlookedatthemassageandblocked

hernumberonceagain,itmustbea6numberthat

I'mblockingandshestillsendmefuckedup

massages,SlijustdoesnotgetthatImovedon

andI'mmadlyinlovewithSbahlenomatterhow

muchItellherandreasonwithherandthefucked

uppartisthatsheusingmybabytogettome.



"oklet'sgo"

Ilookedup"wow"

Her:toomuch?"shelookedatherself

Me:youlookperfect..."Shelookedhotinhernude

abovetheshoulddressthatwasabovetheknee

withaslitinfrontherjuicythighwillshowwhenshe

walkeditsbodyhugginganditjustmademesweat,

Ikissedher

Me:maybeweshouldstayindoors"Isaidrunning

myhandsonhertightass

"weeuyahlanyaasambe"



.

.

Sli***

Somemaylookatmecrazylustingoveramanthat

ismarriedthatdoesnoteventhinkaboutme,but

trustmewhatIhavewithTreyisreal,hemaybein

denialrightnowbutwesharetruebondandlove.

Ihaveneverdonethis,iwasalwaysapersonwho

gaveupsoeasilyandrolledoverbutneveragain

I'minamissiontogetbacktogetherwithmy

daughter'sfather.Wedidn'thavethebest

relationshipnotthatitwasarelationshiptherewere

lotofredflagsbutnowIbelievewehaveachance,



Iwaitedforthismanmostprobablymadehimthe

manheistoday,gavehimachildIwouldbe

damnedtojustgiveup...

Ourrelationshipstartedoutgreat,butveryquickly

hisdemonsbegantoshowtheirfaceswhenIcame

back,IunderstandhewasangrythatIkeptzee

existencefromhimforyearsthatheevenstartedto

beemotionalandsexuallyabusivetowardsme.

Therelationshipbecamestale,andwebothstop

puttingfortheffortintomakingitwork.

HewasgettingmarriedandIwasjusttiredof

cryingoverhimheendedupfallinginlovewith

anotherwomen,thatwhenIrealisethatIcannotlive

withouthim,onemorningIwokeupwithamission

togetmybabydaddyback,beforeeitherofus



spokeupaboutneedingtomakesomechangesto

makethingswork.

WithouthimIhavebecomesuccessfuland

confident,butIstillmisshimeveryday,Imiss

seeingmydaughtereveryday.Imisseverything.

Westillhaveaconnection,evenwhenhetoldme

hisgettingmarriedafterourbreakuphewasstill

seeingmebehindhisfiancébackforsexandjust

friendshipingeneral....whichshouldprobablytell

mehehasn'tchangedatall,andisalwaysgoingto

haveacheatingproblem,butmyheartjustdoesn't

care,Ijustwantmyfamilytowork,Iwanthimand

onlyhimsoI'mhereattherestaurantlookinglikea

millionbuckstryingtoshowhimwhathismissing

outon...

.

.



Sbahle***

Todaywassobeautifultheoutingwasjustwhatthe

goodDrordered,mymanoverherewasjust

amazingtome,ImustsayImissedhimsomuch,

thisdayherewejustconnect,hehadopenedupto

meabouthisgrievingandhowmuchhemisshis

sisterwefoundeachothercryingtogetherand

holdingontooneanother,

Him:damnyouwomenyoujustmademeapussy”

Me:youmypussysowhat“

Him:fuckthatsoundsowrong“

Webustoutandlaughedwalkinghandinhandfrom

thepark



Him:somovieorjazzbar“

IlookedathimlikehejustpresidentMgabeisnot

dead

Him:what?“

Me:amovieisboringitwillnotgiveustimeto

interacttoI'mthinkingartgalleryormuseum :

Hewastheonethatwasgivingmethelooknow

andIjustdraghimtothenearestgallerytherewas

alaunchofsomenewartistthatwasupancoming.

Him:thisisyourmoreofyourelement“

Inodded“myfatherwasanartistheusedtohave



visionsandputintopaintings“

Him:calling?“

Me:Ibelieveeverygreatkingneedtorulewiththe

guidanceofhisancestorsbathiindlelaibuzwa

kwabaphambili,“

Henoddedandagreedwithme,wewalkedhandin

handsomepeoplewillstopandgreatussome

peoplewillrequesttoshakeourhandsortakepic,

heboughtmetwopaintingsthatIjustlookedatand

fellinlovewith,theartistwashornedtohaveusin

hisstudioherequestedtodoasculptureofmeand

Iwasblownaway

Me:wowareyouforreal“

Him:yesyourhighness“



Mvelo:aslongasthequeenwillbefullydress

maybeIcanallowthat“

Inudgehim

Mvelo:wehavetogetgoingMkami“hepulledme

bythehandandIdidnotlikethelookhegavehat

poorguy,theminuteweenteredthecarhewasa

bitpissed

Me:didIdosomethingwrong?“

Heheldmyhandandkissedit,“ItrustyoubutI

don’ttrustthem“okwhatdoesthatsupposedto

mean?

Iwasnowhungryandhedecidedthatwedrivingto

hishotelhehadbookedatableforus,hewastoo



touchyandkissyonthewaythereIhatedriving

withapersonwhodoesnotfocusontheRoad

Mvelowasworsekind,hewillsingsongfromthe

radiolookatmeandkissmyhand,Iwasredwith

blushingbynowlovefeelssogoodwhenthe

universeisonoursidehesaidandIjustsmiled,

Hisonehandwasholdingontomyhand

Him:butbabeZitheloreallycrushedmyballsyou

laughnowbutthismeansthatImightnotmake

youpregnant"

Ididn'tknowhowtorespondtothatthoughtofsex

andhiminsidememademefreezehelookedatme

andsidesmile

Him:Ididn'tmarryyouforyourprettyface...And

thatbrainofyoursIneedyoutocarrymyseed

Mabhengu"



Iopenmymouthandcloseditwehavenevertalked

aboutsexever

"itwillbepainfulatfirstbutrelaxgirl...youwilllove

itwhenheisdoingit"

Zoesaid,heturnedthemusicupandHishands

movedtomythighsnohewasnowmovingintomy

innerthigh,remindmewhyI'mwearingsucha

dresswitheasyexcesshishandswererubbing

onmybarethighsmovingupanddownwhilehis

otherhandwasonthesteeringwheel,heisthefirst

mantotouchmeinthatway.Althoughhewentabit

furtheruponmythighIwassurprisedtobehonest

withyoubutienjoyedithishandjustawaken

somethinginmeithisrushinsideofme,Iclosed

mythighstogether



Him:youblowingmymindwiththisdress"_

Myfirstthoughtwassimply“Oh!That’sdifferent.

Ummm…okay”.

.Ifhe'dbeapersonI’donlytalkedtoafewtimes

anddidn'thaveanintimaterelationshipwith,I

probablywould'velostmyheadnotallowedhimto

speakdirtyonmeandmakemesweatandalsob

shotofbreath

Me:Ineedtousetheladies“thatwasthefirst

thingIsaidtohimwhenwearrived,hewalkedme

tohisofficethatlookedlikearoomitself,Ididmy

businessandwhenIcameouthepinnedmeonthe

wallandwaskissingmeandtouchingmeallover,

hewasinbetweenmemylagsandIwasontopof

hisdesk,oohshithejustsockedmypantyliner

again



Me:aaaaaaaaaaaaaahh”

Hecouldfeelthathewasbitingmyneckdamnthat

willleavehicky,Ireadsomewherethatyoucantell

bythekindofsexyougoingtohavejustbuythe

wayyourmankissesyou,myheartwasbeatingon

mythroatrightnow,trustmehismyfirstin

everything...kiss,loveandrelationshipbutIcan

tellthatMvelodominatesinthebedroom,hishands

aretostrongtheanimalinhimjustcameouttoplay

,funnythingisIlikeitsomuchIwishhecouldnot

stopthereisnothingthatIlovemorethananything

inthiscruel,coldworld?likehislipsonmineI'm

obsessedwithkissinghim.IfI'mnotkissing,I'm

thinkingaboutkissing.Ican'tlookatpillowlips

withoutimaginingwhatitwouldbeliketokissthem.

IliveinbetweenkisseswithhimbutIcantellby

MngunithatisknockingonmyflourthatI'myetto

experiencesomethingdifferent.

Him:Iloveyou….“wasoutofbreathwhileIwas



coming-downofmyhigh,Ijustsawananimalin

him

Him:letsgoeatbeforeIeatyouup“

OhgodI'msohornyrightnow,isthisevennormal
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Sbahle***

DinnerwasgoodandMvelowastalkingbutmy

headwasmilesawayIwaslisteningtomyladypart

twitchandatsomepointIjustwantedtoputmy

handdownthere,Ilookathisdreamyeyesasifhis

gotcontactlanceshispinkmouth,hisskinso



cleanhisbeardsoperfectlyshaved,hiswhiteset

ofteeth,Iwasfuckeduphorny,Icannotstill

believeeventodaythatthisGodofamanismine,

sexwasadifficulttopicthatmymotherfailedto

talktomeaboutonmyweddingdayshejustsaid"

indodakumeleidleSibahle...Neversayyounotin

themood...Heisthemanandwillteachyouon

howtobeawomeninthebedroom...Trusthimand

asawifefeedhisappetite"therewasalotIwanted

toaskbythatthathowdoIknowhewilllovehis

food?thosehewantithotorwarm?

Him:sithandwasami"

Heheldmyhand

Him:youmilesawaywhat'sup?"

IlookedathimdamnthismanisHot



Me:Sexhowdoyoulikeit"

Hechockedonhisdrinkandstartedcoughingyini?

DidIsaysomethingwrong?

Him:what?"

Ishrunkmyshoulders,Iwanttoknowhisbeen

lustingovermeIcanseeitinhiseyesbutalways

stophimselffromtakingitfarandwithPam's

deaththatalsocausedavoidbetweenus,there

wasnoweddingnightsexorstainingofasheet

ceremonyheldboywasIgladthatdidnot

happeneditssohumiliatinganddegradingfora

womenwhilemanboostupthereegoswavinga

stainedsheetforeveryonetoseethathejust

defloweredhiswife.

IwishwehavealreadydonethedeedandIknow

howitfeelsthesuspenseiskillingmeanditdoes



nothelpthatrightnowahaveVictoriawaterfalls

betweenmylegs,feelingawfullyhorny-sohorny

itismakingmedostupidthingsIeventhinkabout

touchingmyself,

Iamveryconflictedabouttakingthefirststepin

losingmyvirginity.AsmuchasIwouldlikeforhim

tohavesexwithmetorelievemeofallthe

hormonesragingwildlyinsideIalsowantto

experiencemakingloveforthefirsttime.

MymindismakingmefeelextremelyguiltythatI

shouldnotbethinkingofdoinganyofthesethings

butMveloawakenthinginsideofme,mymind

travelbacktothismorningwhenhecuppedmy

breathooohfatherGodthatfeltsogoodalsowhen

hishandsmovedtomyinnerthighthisafternoon

and

onhisofficewhenliftedmeupgrabbedmyass

androughlykissedmeshit...Ifeltmyselfgetting



morewet...ThisisnotmeIneverfeltlikethisever

whatishedoingtome.

Iblamehimformakingthinkandactlikeabietch,

PerhapsthisisbecauseIambroughtupinarather

conservativeenvironmentwheresexisataboo

subject.Anysmallcontroversyaboutanything

relatedtosexblowsupandbecomesanationwide

topic.Inmysocialcircles,sexiseithernever

spokenaboutoroftenmadefunoffusuallyso

whenIhangoutwithmybestfriendZim,Myfamily

neverdiscusssexwithme,andwhentheydo,they

alwayswarnalwaystobecarefulwhengoingoutor

aroundguysandoftenimplythatishouldnothave

"sexualintercourse"beforeyouaremarried.Iknow

mycountryanditspeoplearestillnotveryliberal

andarerathernarrow-minded.Iwishthiscould

changebutthisishowwehavebeenbroughtup.I

thinkmycircumstancesandexperienceshas

becomepartofmypersonalitythatIcan'thelpbut

feelawfullyguiltyIwouldgiveawaymyvirginitylike

thattoamanIlove.Ihavereadaboutitonline



givingupyourvirginitytowhomyouchooseisyour

choiceandneverothers.Icompletelyagree,butI

justfeelsoguiltyandsoconflictedwithwhatmy

bodyandmindwantsthatIdon'tknowwhattodo.

Henarrowinghiseyesandsidesmiling,oohshoot

Ijustaskedhimoutloudaboutsexhisamusedhe

likeseeingmethiswayonhisMercyIwanttorun

awaynowthislookhisgivingmeismakingme

regretthinkingoutloud

Him:tellmewhatyoufeelingrightnow?,what

happeningtoyourbodyrightnow?"

Hisvoicesobold,Sosexy,herestedbackonhis

situndressingmewithhiseyesI'muncomfortable

rightnow

Him:Hle-Hletalktome"



OkFAMI'mscrewedrightnow,hetookhisglassof

wineandlookedatme

Me:I'm...I...Mvelo..stopit"Ilookedawayhe

chuckled

Him:Youdon'tneedtotellmethatImakeyoubody

heatupbecauseIcanseeitinyoufaceandyou

bodylanguage,yourbodychangeswhenyou're

turnedonanditallforeigntoyouthatyoufeellike

screamingbecauseyoudon'tknowwhattodowith

yourself.Yourbreathingspeedsup,yougetwet,

yournipplesareevenhard,yourbrainturnstototal

mush,youdesiremetohelpyoutakeofftheedge

...youscaredbutyetyousoready,Bloodrushesto

thewallsofyourvagina,somuchsothatitcauses

fluidtopassthrough.Therushofbloodisalsowhat

makesyouallflushedinthecheeksandonyour

chestandneckareas.Causingyouladypartsto

releasejuices"



Iwasnotbreathingnormalandhecouldseethishe

cameclosetomyfacemakinghiswaytomyear

Him:Ijustgaveyoumindblowingsexinyourhead

andIlovehowyourbody

JustrespondedtomeSithandwasamiyouare

sexualarousedjustbylookingatme...Andguess

whatIfeelthesame.."hekissedmyneckshitI

needtopee,hiseyeswereredandsquintedhe

kissedmylipssosoftandstupidofmeImoanedI

felthimsmile"

Him:letmecheckonthekids...Wespendingthe

nighthere"

Hestoodupranhishandsonmyfaceandwalk

away,Ibreathoutloudoncehewasgonewhatis

hedoingtome,Igulpeddownthecontentofmy

juiceandwasabouttofanmyself,



IlookedupasIsensesomeonepresencestanding

overmeIwasmeetbyhersmile,Ifrownedwhat

thefuckdoesshewant?

Me:MakaZithelowhatapleasantsurpriseunjani?"

ShewasabouttoseatdownbutIstop

Me:oohsweetheartpleasedon'tmyHusbandis

occupyingthatsit,saywhatyouhavetosayand

Goplease"Ifakedasmileas

Shefrowned,shedidnotlikethiscockysideofme

Her:IsawyouwhilehavingdinnerthoughtIcome

sayhighyouknowphelawefamily"Ihatedthe

soundofthatIbetshewaitedforMveloomoveto

pissmeoffandguesswhatshedoingagoodjobat



it

Me:Hi!"Irespondeddismissingher,shemust

notmessupmyGoodmood

Her:IwasthinkingIcanhaveaWordwithTrey....

YouknowtalkaboutZeeeducationandmedical

needssheisspecialchildandneedbothparentsto

workhandinhand...Ipassbythehouseandhe

wasnortheresoIjustthoughtIwillstillhimforfew

minutesjusttohaveaquickchat"

Me:mmmmmmIsee,trycallinghimtomorrow

becauserightnowthisismytime"

Her:Iwilldo...InfectsinceI'm hereforawhilei

mightaswellgooutonthatoutinghesuggested

withhimandZee,youknowhowheiswiththe

outdoor"



Me:outing?"

Her:wellsincewecoperantingZeeDrsuggested

wedofamilydatejustmeandhimandourdaughter

...sothatZeewillgetusetothechange"

Me;angizwanga!"

Her:oohwetalkedaboutitwhilehewasinDurban

aboutushavingfamilydatesdidn'thetellyou?'"

Ifoldedmyarmsthiswomenisgettingonmylast

nervesheissuchathorninmyrelationship

Her:youknowwhenIlookatyouIseethatyou

youngyouhisQueenandallbutTreyNeedsa

womenamothertohischild...soenjoyitwhatitlast

hewillcomebacktomehealwaysdoes...Good

nightprincess"



Heclickedherhillsandwalkedout,Iwasfuckedup

mad

"wasthatSli?"

Ilookedathim,hehadthislookofguiltornervous,

Istoodup"aishI'mtiredbabenowwemaygo

upstairs"heheldmyhandandkissedmycheekwe

walkedwithmyarmblockedunderhismyhad

restingonhisshoulder,Iwasnotgoingtoactall

crazyinfrontofallthispeoplebeingtheladythatI

amImademywaytopenthousewithhimlooking

liketheperfectcoupleinperfectmarriage.

Him:babeareyouok..."Ismiledandnodded,took

offmyshoestheminutewewalkedintothemain

bedroom



Him:whatdidshesaytoyou..."

IlookedathimandshookmyhadIdidnotwantto

talkaboutthatwomen,I'mangryheartbrokenbutI

don'twanttotalktohimaboutthis,butknowing

Mvelihewon'tletthisgo

Him:SbahleIcanseeyoumad..Talktome"

Me:willitalwaysbelikethis...Meyouandher?"

Him:SbahlemyheartbelongstoyouSilindileismy

pastuyakwazinjelokho"

Ishookmyhead"sheyourbabymama,your

businesspartner...Velifriend,itsnotenoughyou

madehercomfortableincominginandoutofthe

verysamehouseIcallmyhome,sheisnow



leavinginyourhotelandyouplaningonhaving

familydateswithher...Whenwereyougoingtotell

meaboutthat!!"

Him:I..."

Istoodup"shewasatPam'sfuneral...Thevery

samefuneralyoucamebackfromachangedman

?....Areyoustillsleepingwithher?"

Him:No!!...Iwillnevercheatonyouwithher"

Me:whatisshedoinghereMvelo!!!"

Him:Idon'tknow...SheZeemotherbabeshe

maybecametohelpZeewithgrieving...Shejust

lostanauntsheneedshermomaswell



Me:Wow!"

Him:babypleasewhyyoulettingthatwomen

destroyournight....Can'tyouseethatsheis

intensionallycausingadriftbetweenusandyou

allowingher"

Me:shewalkingallovermeMvelo!AndI'm

supposetojustrolloverandSmilebecausesheis

yourbabymama!!"

HelookeddownIclickedmytongueandmademy

waytothebathroombangingthedoorJumping

rightintoitashowerI'mtooangrytocryandhate

thatSlifeelslikehehaspoweroverMvelo,from

whatPamtoldmetheyhaveunresolvedpastI

camealongjustwhenhefoundouthehasachild

withthiswomenandtherebreakupwasmessyand

somehowI'mtheonetoblame.



Beforehemetme,hewaswithwasdatingsome

whitegirlheneverlovedherbecausehewasstillin

lovewithslibuttheydatedwiththatgirlforyears

Hebrokeitoffwithherbecauseshewasn’tfulfilling

hisneedsorwantsinarelationship,Hetoldmethe

onlyreasonwhyhestayedwithherforsolongwas

becauseshewasadistraction,slicamebackwhile

hewasarrangedtomarryme...Henevergaveme

anydoubtaboutnotlovingmethatwhyIagreedto

behiswifebutIguesswhenyounotleavingwitha

manyoureallydonotknowwhatgoingonwithhis

dailylifetillyousharethesameroofwithhimheis

NOTtheproblem,hisbabymotheris.Hehasone

childbyherandIfearthathemayruntoherforsex

ifIdon'tgivehimmyfruit.

itsbeenonlytwoweeksinthismarriageandImust

admitI'mdrainedRecently,meandhimhasbeen

gettingintoitbecauseofthethingsshewoulddo

whenshecomesovertocheckuponZee

unannounced.Iknowthatit’sNOTmyhousetobe

theboss,butIfeelasthoughifyouareina



relationshipwithsomeone,buthaveakidsby

somebodyelse,yourexshouldn’tbeabletodo

whatevershepleaseswhenshecomesover,

especiallyifyouhaveawomanlivingthere.Hesays

thereasonforhimnotspeakinguptoheristhat

he’stryingtokeepthepeacebetweenthemsoshe

canseeherchild...Butthatwomen'sintentionis

notaboutseeingZee,shewanttohavethesit...my

throne.ItsmidnightandI'myetaloneinhis

bedroomIthoughtwegettingsomewherebutits

backtosquareoneagainIsighandswitchedoff

thesidelamp.

.

.

tobecontinued
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Sbahle***

Itsthedayofcleansingceremonytodaywellin

mostAfricanfamiliesthisisdoneamonthaftera

burialofaloveoneandthespousewillonlydoit

after6monthstoayear,Ijustfinishedmakingthe

traditionalbeeryesguysmymomthoughtmewell,

Iamwhatyoucall"thewifematerial"andwasbusy

withcookingbaking,

Ihatepeoplegoinginandoutofmykitchensothat

placeismineandminealone,Icookformyfamily

andIdomyhusbandlaundryandcatertohisneeds

nooneelsebutme,todayIwaswearingalong

floraldress,withheadscarfandanotherscarfon

myshouldersjustyourtopicalmakotilook.

"mamwheredoIputthis"itswasacaseofdrinks

Ipointedtothecoldroom



Shebowedandwalkedaway,theMngunipeople

arethelikerofthingswhereicomefromceremony

likethissupposetoinvolveclosefamilymembers

onlybuthereitjustanotherbigevent.

IheardababycryingandstoppedwhatIwasdoing

andranoutsideZeewasdownandcrying

Me:babyItoldyoutostoprunning"Ipickedherup

andwalkedwithherinsidethehousewemadeour

waytothebathroom inmybedroomwhereIwiped

hertearsandattendedtoscratches,

Me:alldonebaby...Youpromisetostoprunning"

Shegiggledandnodded

Me:comegivemeasqueeze"wehugged



Her:thankyouHle-hle"

IsmiledIblameherfatherforcallingmethatnow

allthekidsinthishousearecallingmebythat

name.

IfelthispresencebehindmehesmelledsogoodI

haven'tseenorspoketohimforTwoday,hewas

inthemountainwithKokoandMakhumalodoing

sumancestralprayer,Zeehuggedherdadandthey

hadaminiconversationwithhimIwasaboutto

walkpasthimbuthepulledmeintoahug,andkiss

myforeheadnomatterhowmadIamwithhimIstill

allowhimtoholdmeandkissme.

Him:ZithelogocheckifJrisnotfinishingyour

chips"

Zeeclimbeddownfromhisholdandranout



Me:norunning!!"

Her:yesHle-hlesorry"shesaidrunning,Ishook

myheadandwasabouttowalkoutbutheblocked

thewayandclosedthedoor,thisspaceissosmall

withhiminhere

Him:Mabhengu..."Ilookedathim wehavebeen

fightinglikecrazyeversincethatdayofSli's

incounter,Idon'tknowwhathesaidtoherbutever

sincethatdayIhavenotseenorheardfromher.

Iusetocrackmyheadtryingtofigureoutwhat

happenedthatnight,buthedidcomebackhome

ontheweehoursandcuddledmesmellingof

alcoholthenextmorningheapologizedfornot

lookingatthingsmywayorconsideringmyfeelings

yetagainItookhimbackIblockedanybadthought

abouthimandslitogetherI'mnaïveright.



SowhenwearrivedattheroyalhouseIalmostlost

mymindwhenhedroppedanotherboomshellthat

hewantustogototheUK

"whymustIhelpyoubuildyourcareerwhenyou

don'twantmetostudy"

Him:Idon'tmindyoustudyingbutnotincape

town"

Me:I'mnotgoingtotheUK"

Him:youwillgotothebestlawschooltherebabe

comeonmeetmehalfwayhere"

Me:I'mtryingbutIfeellikeyoudetectingmylife,

firstIhadnosaytothismarriage,yourbabymama

issueIneedtounderstand,Ineedtostudylaw

becauseyousayso,Sbahledothisdothat...,



whereismypointofviewinthismarriage???

Him :don'traiseyourvoiceatme!!"

Me:I'mtiredMvelo...Lovingyouisdrainingme....

IthinkmaybeIshouldstayatpenthouse!"

Him:what!!"

Him:Icannotputmyfootdowninthishouse

becauseitstechnicallyyourancestralhome,Iwant

aplacewhereIcanbefreewalkaroundinmy

underwearIcannoteventalktoyouaroundthe

housebecausewegotlotofeyesandearslooking

atus"

Him:whereisthiscomingfrom?....SoeverythingI

trytodoforyouisnotgoodenough!!""



Me:IneedmyownhouseMvelo...myspace...Ifeel

likeI'mdrowninginstress"

Him:that'swhyI'msayingcomewithme...New

lifeandnewenvironment"

Ishookmyhead

Me:iwanttostudyingart.."

Him:Icanmakethathappenforyou,youcanEven

studyinItalytheygotthebestschoolsthere"

Ineedairhejustdoesnotgetit,Idon'twantto

leave,Iwalkedoutibangedthedoorinhisfaceand

lefthimthere,Ididnotevenmakeittothegateand

Iwasalreadyonhisshoulderskickingand

screaming,heThenplacedmeonthebedandgot

ontopofmeashekissesmesenseless...We



kissedbeforebuttodaywhathewasdoingtome

mademeloosemymindIwasleftwithmybraand

hewassuckingandlickingmyeverypart

awakeningthingsIdidnotknowtherewerethere,

hewashardIcouldfeelhiminbetweenmylegsmy

firstthoughtwasthatwedoingthistoday...

Makingoutwithhimwasmindblowinghewas

kissingmyneck,andnibbleonmyears,Caressmy

buttoohshitwereismyskirthishandswereonmy

hipsandthighshelookedatmeforamomentIwas

onmyblackbraandmatchingunderwearIhave

neverbeenthisnakedinfrontofhim,hesidesmile

Iwasoutofit...Iwasaballofmessanddidnot

stopwhenhishandsworkdownonmyladyparts

hishandsjustrubmeandIscreamedhisname,

canIhavesexwithhimwithclothson?

Theroughjeanmaterialwasgrindingagainstme

,mythighorpelvis.Evenafterhispantswereoff

hekeptonteasingmeLeavemyunderwearon



andtracehisfingertipupanddownmylabiaiwas

achingforskin-to-skin

"mvelo....Please.."Ifeltabuildofforeign

explosion,andsuddenlyheblewaironmyface,I

wasbreathingheavilyandhewaschilledwhatjust

happens

Him:Ineedtofuckthanmakelovetoyou,soyou

willlistenandobeyme...Neverwalkoutonme

whenI'mtalkingtoyou"Inodded

Igasped"letmehornermysistermemoryand

moanherforthisfewdayandwillfinishthisafter

cleansingceremony"hekissedmeandwalkedto

thebathroom"damnhisgood"



BacktothepresentdayIlookedathimandhe

lookedatme,

Him:Imissyou..."

IlookeddownandheheldmywaistIplacedmy

headonhischestandhebreathoutloud,

Him:IloveyouSbahleandIknowIsuckat

showingyouthisbutIreallydo,Iwanttoleaveyou

behindbutIcan'tyouaremyworld"

Me:butMvelo"herewegoagain

Him:I'mnotleavingyoubehinduyezwa...Your

marriedtome,youleavingwithme,thekidswill

staybehind.."



Me:but..."

Him:I'mnotfinished..."

Him:willtakeNalediwithus...everyafterthree

monthswillvisitbackheretocheckonthekidsand

thekingdom,Kokoisdoingagoodjobandmay

continuewhilewegone..."

Me:No!"

Ipushedhimawayandopenedthebathroomdoor

Him:SbahleI'mtootiredforthis"

Me:beforeIamyourwifeI'mQueenmyKing,I

don'tknowhowyoupeopledothingsthisside,but

whereIcomefrommypeoplearemylife...This



royalbloodinmemakesmethewomeniamtoday

andIneedtopassittoourchildrenyourheirthat

willrulewiththesamestraightandwisdomthatI

have...Thisishowitsgoingtogo"

Hesetontheedgeofourbedandlookedatmehe

issohotwhenhehasabandanaonhisheard'

focusSbahle'IclearedmyThroatMenfind

confidentwomensexysotellinghimwhatiwant

withastraightfacewillmakehimlisten.Ididn't

havetogofull-ondominatrixonhimbutIwasfirm

anddirect

Him:nothappening"hefinallysaidandkickoffhis

shoes

Me:yougoingtogototheUKandbuildyourcareer

andourcompanybutinfewyearstimeineedyou

backinthishousepermanently..."



Him:uyazizwaukuthiuthini?"

Me:givemeachancetoexplain"

Ineedtomakehimrelaxhistooworkedoutsoi

liftedmydressandIsetontopofhiminsquatting

positionheheldmybutIwrappedmyarmsaround

hisneck

Me:Kokoneedmesheisoldtobealoneinthis

houseandhavingkidsaroundgivesherjoysoIwill

staywithher..."

HewasabouttoanswerbutIpackedhislips

Me:VelineedstomoveoutIcannotdomymy

dutieswithherbreathingdownmynecksheneedto

buildherownselfandstopdoingroyalduties,Pam

isgoneI'lltakeoverherdutiesfromher,idon'tthink



itsappropriateforVelitocontinuedoingthem..."

Heplacedhisheadonmybreastandbreathout

loud

Me:Zeeandhermothermaymeetnotinmyhouse

butvisitationrightwillhappenedsomewhereelse....

PamkidsneedmeI'mtheonlythingclosetobeing

theremotheryoucannottakethatawayfromthem

too"

Him:youaskingalot"hedidnotlookatme

Me:oohmyhouseIneedittobebytheseafor

summervocationswithmykids..."

Him:andwhatdoIget..."



Me:yougettoknockmeupbeforeyouleave"he

chuckled

Him:yougotlotofdemands"

Me:youoncesaidthereisnothingsexythen

womenwhoholdsyourballs"

Him:yourhandneverevenwentdowntotouch

then..."

Me:Mvelo"hishandswereundermydressnow

hetossedmeoverandIwasgigglingandwewere

disturbedbyanock

Him:shit....startlookingforthathouse"



IlaughedasIgotoffhim toopenthedoor

Makhumalogreetedmeshestoodbythedoor

"iseeisithunzelainyourlifeNdlovukazisomeone

isplanningukuchithaumuziwakho...(iseedark

entityabouttodestroyyourmarriage)please

followmetotheancestryroom"

Me:yeboma"shenoddedandwalkedaway

.

.
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Sli***

"damitheblockedmynumberagain"

Nolajustlookedatmeandshookhisheadsheis

notthatNolaIusedtoknowshehaschange,she

movedoutofmyhousefewmonthsbackandwe

onlyseeeachotheratworkifIwokeuptogoto

workthatday,Idon'tgetwhyImustbehandson

I'mtheCEOandsherunsitsowhymustIshowup

anyway,besideIgotbetterthingstodolikegetting

myfamilybacktogether,

Me:areyouevehearingme?"

Ilookedathershewasbusytypingonherlaptop

Her:what?"



ShelookedlikearealArabic/Islamicwomenwith

thatheadscarfonIthoughtshewillgiveupbeing

Islamicorwhateverreligionsheisfollowingsince

haspermanentcitizenshiphereinSA

Her:whenlastdidyoudooneofyoursermon"

Ihuffedandthrewmyselfonhercouch

Me:Icannotfacepeoplewhilemylifeisfalling

apart,IneedtofindawaytobackwithMvelo,I

regreteventakingthatmorningafterpillbecauseif

Iwaspregnanthewasgoingtobemine"

Her:Sliheismarried"

Ilaughed



Her:Ifeellikethatgirltookwhatbelongtome,that

wasmylifeNolaIworkedsohardtogetiteven

makesacrificesbutIwasfuckedoverandtossed

asside...andbesideitanarrangedmarriagethere

isnowaythathelovesherIjustneedtoplaymy

cardsrighttogetbackwithhim"

Shebreakoutloudandpackedherthings

Her:Sometimesinlifepeoplemayhurtusitcanbe

strangers,friends,andevenfamilymembers.

RegardlessofwhoitisChristiansshouldnever

wishdeathorharmuponanyone.Weshouldnever

seektohurtothersinanywayItmightbehard,but

wemustforgiveotherswhowrongedus.LetGod

handleitonHisown.WhenJesuswasonthecross

Heneverwishedbaduponthepeoplecrucifying

Him,butinsteadHeprayedforthem.Inthesame

waywearetoprayforotherswhowrongedusin

life.



Sometimeswhenwekeepondwellingon

somethingsomeonedidtousthatcreatesevil

thoughtsinourheadandopensapassagefordark

spirittoconsumeus.Thebestwaytoavoidthisis

tostopdwellingonit.thinkaboutthingsthatare

honorableandseekpeace.Iencourageyouto

continuallypraytotheLordforhelpinyour

situationandkeepyourmindonHim."

GoddoesnotlistennocareaboutpeoplelikemeI

devotedmylifetohimanddideverythinghrasked

ofmebuthestilltossedmeaside

Me:youdon'tunderstand"

Shelaughedandtookherthings

Her:whybecauseIdon'tknowloveandhavenever

beenwithaguy?"



IfeltbadandlookedDow

Me;I'msorryNola..."

Her:Iunderstand...Anddon'tmindyousaythat,

youknowwhybecauseIdon'tneedlovetoshape

thewayIleavemylife...I'msorrybutIgota

meetingtoattendto"

Me:Nolapleasewehardlyhagout"

Her:becauseIrunyourcompanywhileyoucryfor

lostloveandplottodestroyhismarriage,justknow

thatLuke6:31said:Dotoothersasyouwouldlike

themtodotoyou.AndMatthew15:19,Foroutof

theheartcomeevilthoughts–murder,adultery,

sexualimmorality,theft,falsetestimony,slande

...youlostyourfootingyourbeliefandIfeellike

thatwastheonlythingthatkeptourfriendship

strong,yourfaithsopleaseIgottogo"sheopened



thedoorwiderstoodbythedoorandwaitedforme

yowalkout,shelockedafterthatandwalkedthe

oppositedirection,whydoIfeellikeIlostmybest

friend,walkingtotheparkingIopenedmycarI

lookedatmyselfonthewindowandsawanold

womenbehindmeherhalfofherfacewasbuntand

shehadgreyhairIscreamedandturnedaround,no

onewastherebutIcouldseesomethingthat

lookedlikeashonthefloor.

.

.

Sbahle

Wedidnotactuallygototheancestralroomwith

Makhumalobutwewalkedaroundtheyard,she

wantedfreshair



Me:youlookprettygoodmamaareyousureyou

areaSangoma?"

ShesmiledandIadmireherdressthiswomen

alwayslookslikeshegoingtosomeeventyoucan

nottellthatsheisatraditionalhealer,Mveloonce

toldmethatshehadPhdaDrbyprofession

Her:Ijustlovelookinggoodthatwhathappen

whenyougrewupwithnothing,onceyoumakeit

youhideunderyourdesignerclothstohidethe

hushupbringing"

Me:oohI'msorryIdidnotmeantosound..."She

cutmeoff

Her;babydon'tplease...I'mjustoutspokewhen

I'moutsidetheancestralhigh"



Inoddedandlaugh

Her:whydon'tyouwanttogototheUKwithyou

husband?"

Me:Idon'tknowma...Ifeellikewhenmeand

Mveloaretogetherwefightalot"

Her:thatsoundlikeanymarriedlifetome,but

howisthatgoingtohelpyouwhenyounotnextto

him?"

Ijustshrunkmyshoulders

Me:youareZuluright?Andimsureyouknow

culture..Andyouknowthatbeingaroyaltycomes

firstthanputtingyourpersonneedsfirst...But

Mvelosidetrackeverything...Hisresponsibility,

thismarriage...Hisjob...Hisfamily..."



Her:soyouwanttobethegluetohislife"

Me:ain'tallwife'ssupposetobelikethat?"

Shelaughed

Her:Ifyoupreferhecalledyouwifefortherestof

yourlife"

Ifrownedandlookedather

Him:stormatcomingSbahleyouneedtobyhis

sidealways,heneedsyouneverallowspace

betweenthetwoofyou...Never!...haveyouseen

howmysonlookshisaneyecandyeverywomen

wantshimandwhatwillhappenwhenyounextto

him...manareweakandeasilygiveinyo

temptation"



Ineversawitthatway,thislovethingis

complicated

Her:lookbabyWhileallofusarecalledtobe

helperstoothers,theBibleplacesaspecial

emphasisonthisresponsibilityforwives.Genesis

tellsusthatGodrealizeditwasn’tgoodformanto

bealone,andthatHedecidedtomakea“helper

suitableforhim”(Gen.2:18)."

IlookedatherI'msoamazedrightnow,this

womenknowsherscripture

Her:wellmydaughterisaprophetandbeforethe

beads,skinandimpephoIwasaChristianistillam

infact"

Wesetdownandshesmiledatme



Me:sowhatmustIdo,I'msoyoungandhalfofthe

thingsthatareexpectedofmeashiswifeandhis

QueenIdon'tknowifimdoingtherightthingornot

"

Her:thereisnomanualfortheperfectwifelove

...butitallstartwithcommunication"

Inodded"youmentionsomethingaboutadarkness

abouttodestroymymarriage"

Her:whatI'mgoingtotellyouwillneedtokeepit

toyourselfandlearntopraybecausethisdark

cloudhangingoveryourhouseispowerfulandno

muthiorherbscanliftitup"

Ishiftedandlookedather



Her:doyouperhapsknowwhoyoumarriedto?"

Idon'tknowwhatshemeansbythat

Her:whenIfirstmeethimhewassicklylooking

boywithnodirection,hiscallingwasbiggerthan

anythingIhaveeverseen...Heisthemost

powerfulseerIhaveeverknown,hisdivinitymakes

theheavenstopandlistenwhenheprays...His

connectedtoheavenandearth,hehasisithunywa

thatallowhimtocontrolelements...The

underworldcallhimtheprinceoflightandhehas

declaredwarwiththeminthepastyears"

Iwasconfusedthissoundlikeafairytaleorsci-fi

moviescene,hecannotbetalkingaboutMvelohis

myarrogantstubbornhusband

Me:whatdoyoumeanhecausedwar"



Her:heistheprinceofliteandwheretherewas

darknessheshinedlight..."

Me:mamaIdon'tunderstand.."

Her:thisdarkcloudtheytalkingaboutisnot

directlycomingtoyoubuttoyourhusband,youthe

lightinhislifeashisthelighttotheworld,ifthe

darknessdestroywhatyouandhimhaveitwill

shatterhimleavingadooropenfortheunderworld

..."

Ilookeddown

Her:Icannotseethefaceoftheentitythatis

tryingtocauseadriftbetweenyoutoobutIfeelitin

thehouseorwhenIlookatyou"

Me:mamakwenzakalani"



Her:Idon'tknow...I'mjustaSangomamypowers

cannotseepastspiritualentity"

Me:awhat?

Her:demons,shadows?...Evil?..Angel..God...

Satan"

Istoodup

Her:youneedtoseeaprophetyouandyour

husband..."

Me:soyoucan'thelpus..."

Her:I'maSangoma...Youneedapersonwithhigh

anointinginfaithandthathasDivinespirit...Mbali



isonherwayshewillknowwhattodo..."

IsatnexttohershockedwhatkindofamandidI

marry?

.

.

Mvelo***

SbahlehasbeengoneforawhilewithmamaandI

wassotiredmyeyeleadsweresoheavythatIwill

closemyeyesIwasconsciouslysleepingitwasad

ofI'mtakinganapandIheardfootstepsand

whisperinginmyroom,Iopenedmyeyesandsaw

ashadowpersonbythewindowwhenIroseup

fromthebeditdisappeared,andjustlikea

druggedpatientIdozeoffmyheadwasheavyand



itfeltlikesomeonewaspushingmeintodeep

sleepihavebeenhavingstrangedreamsoflateand

IthoughtitwasbecauseofPam'sdearth,thedark

forest,thewhisperingandshadows,I'mindark

placeanddarkenergyisfollowingmeyetagainI

didnotthinkitwasoutoftheordinarybecauseI

justlostmysister,buttodayifeltademonic

creaturescameintomydreamsandgaveme

nightmares.Theycamerightuptomyearsand

triedtointimidateme.Iwasdesperatelytryingto

invoketheprotectionofArchangelitriedtopraybut

itblockmythroaticouldn'tgetoutasoundfrom

mymouth,IbarelymanagedtowhisperGodsname

andcallingonthewarriorangelstohelp...Iwas

wokenupbyZithelocryingIshootmyeyedandI

sawSibahlehushingherbesidesme

Her:shehasbeenlikethisforthepastfewdays

shewillwakeupscreaminginhernaps"

Zithelo:somethingwastryingtotouchmedaddy



"shewasabsolutelyterrified.

Me:somethingiswrong"ItookZithelofrom

Sbahle

myphonerangedIlookedatSbahletopickitup

Her:hello

.

Her:yeshiswithme"

.

Her:Iwilltellhim..okbye"



Her:Mbaliisdownstairsandshewishtoseeyou"

ShetookZithelofrommyarms,Istoodupand

whenIwasbythedoorshespoke

Her:fixthisMnguni".Inoddedandwalkedout

.

.tobecontinued...
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Narrated

AtZithelologistic/developmentcompany

Nolalookedatheremailagainheldhermouththis



wasnotacoincidenceanymoreshetookherphone

andcalledtheheadoffinance

"myofficenow"shetookherwateranddrankit

"youcalledforme"hestoodbythedoor,looking

mightytallandhandsomewithhiswhiteshirt

foldeduponhisarms

Nola:welostanotherpartner"

Him:Iknow..."

Nola:whathappeningMpilohowcouldyouallow

thistohappens?"

Mpilo:weloosingpartnersNolanotmoneysowhat

doyouexpectIdo,Ihandlethefinancesideofthis



companynotmakingsurethatourpartnersdonot

sellthereshares"

Nola:Mpiloyounothelping"

Him:whydoyouexpectIdo?"

NolahatedthefactthatMpiloissocockyand

arroganthegivesaratassaboutanyonebut

himself,yeshistopathisgameandSliinsisted

theyhigherhim,shestillthinkthatMpiloonly

agreedtoworkforthembecausehewasinterested

inSliandSliwasdroolingovertheguy.

Nolawishedthatthiswillworkintherefavour

becauseTreyyoungandnowmarried,Slineededa

maninherlifestrongAfricanmansheneededa

destructionbutlittledidsheknowthatSlihadmore

ofanobsessionwithTrey,shewishthatifonlythe

tallhandsomeMpilocantryandpursueSlithey



wouldhavemadetheperfectcouple

Mpilo:whenistheBossladycomingbacktowork"

Nola:Idon'tknow...Shenotfeelingwellmaybe

youcancheckuponherafterwork"

MpiloraisedhiseyebrowandlookedatNola,who

lookedathimwithoutgivinganythingaway"

Mpilo:okI'llthinkaboutitcanIgonow"

Nolanodded,shesetdownandlookedatherlaptop

againthereissomethingfishyinthiswholething

andhowMpilodidnotactsurprisedaboutthe

companyloosingpartner.

.



.

BackatNgonyamaroyalhouse

Koko****

Kokofoundvelionherphonelaughingand

skimmingwithslisheshookherheadasshe

walkedbackinthehouse,shewasdisappointedin

Veliandsheknewthatasmuchasshelovedheras

adaughtershemustlethergo...allalongPamwas

rightaboutherbutsheturnedablindeyebecause

shefeltthatVelideservedasecondchanceinlife

...butwhatshedoingnowisillegaltalkingto

outsideraboutwhathappeningintheroyalhouseis

crime.

Veli***



"allIknowisthathemaybegoingtotheUKalone,

thisyourchancemyfriendtogetwhatyouwant"

Slismiledeverythingisfallingintoplannow,she

willfinallyhaveTreyandherfamilybacktogether.

VelinoticedthatSliwasnotaskingheraboutMzalo

soshedecidedtotellher

Veli:Mzamohasbeengratetooyouknow..Notin

alovekindofawaywestillworkingonthat,buthe

isnotgivingmetimeorday,IguessI'mgetting

somewhere,thesexissogoodbutIwishwecould

spendjustfewhourstalkingandcuddling,"

slirolledhereyes,MzamowasnotinlovewithVeli

neverwasneverwillbutwantedtocomeonher

cuntthat'sall,Veliisnodifferentthenaseventhin

thathouseandMzamobeingpowerfulhehas



powerofsleepingwithallthegirlsworkinginthe

royalhousewithnostringattached,

Sli:isTreystillfightingwiththatgirl?

Veli:Idon'tknowfriendtheylookprettyclosethis

dayandtheyspendlotoftimelockedupinthere

room..SobacktomeandMzamoasIwassaying"

SliwasnotinterestedinhearinghowVeliisloosing

hermoralsbybeinginlovewithamanwhoonly

wantsexfromhershewasworriedaboutTreyand

Sbahlelockingthemselfupshefearedtheworse

whatifshefallspregnant?shegotthenewsshe

wantedandshetoldvelishehastogo,Naïveveli

believedthatSliisherbestfriendandshelooking

outforherbestinterestshetoldhereverything

aboutwhathappeningintheroyalhouse...Her

dreamwasforhertohaveMzamoheartbutshe

wasfailingdismallyinwinninghimover...Andwish

thatSlimaybecanhelpher



.

.

Atsomerestaurant

AustinsetdownandorderedHisdrinkhebrowsed

onhisphonecheckinghisemails

"sorryI'mlate.."Austinsmiledandnodded

Austin:let'sorderdrinkssowecangettobusiness

"

Mpilo:sure.."



Austin:youhavethecontactsforme"

Mpilo:ifImayaskwhyyoubuyingoutallthe

companyshareholder"

Austin:ifIhavetotellyouIwillhavetokillyou"

MpilolaughedbutAustinhadastraightface

Mpiloclearedhisthroatandhandedhimafile

Mpilo:Idon'tthinkhewillgiveitup"

Austin:I'maverypersuasivemantrustmehewill"

Mpilo:hisnameisAbdulhisfromEgypthis

handlingalltheZithelofoundationprojectthatside

"



Austin:youhavebeenagreathelp...Soyou

thoughtaboutmyproposal"

Mpilo:thecompanywilldrownwithoutmealready

Nolaisnotcopping"

Austin:MpiloaboardthemissionIneedyouback

atthelawfirm"

Henodded

Austin:Ineedtogo...Keepmeposted"

Mpilonodded

AustinmadehiswaytohiscarandcalledMzamo



Mzamo:howdiditgo"

Austin:likestealingcandyfromababy.."

Mzamo:letthetakeoverbegin.."

Austin:I'mflyingtoEgypt...TellTreythatMenzi

signedthecontractIhopeheknowswhathisdoing

"

Mzamo:thethingswedoforourfriends"they

laughedit"LookIneedtogo"

.

.

Mzamo***



"thanksforjoiningme"Sbahlesaid

Mzamo:howcanIsaynotomyQueen"

Sbahlelookeddown

MzamowasstillpuzzledwhySbahleaskedthat

theymeetoutsidetheroyalhousebuthealways

likethatsheissmartandthinksonherfeet

Sbahle:IknowyouareabusymanMalumesoI

willjustjumpintoit"

Mzamonoddedandadjustedhimselfonhisseat

Her:whatgoingonbetweenyouandMveli"



Mzamolikehowsheissodirecthefoundhimself

laughing

Me:shejustanothergirlthatworksintheroyal

house"

Sbahle:haveyounottakeninterestinher"

Mzamolaughed"I'mtoobusytosettledownand

takeinterestinawomen...Herservicesare

remarkablenodoubtbutthatallsheistomea

servant"

Sbahle:thanwhatI'mgoingtosaywon'tcauseany

driftinthefamily...IneedherDiaryalltheduties

shehasbeendoingforroyalfamilymustcometo

anendsheneedtostayinherlaneanddowhat

requiredfromher"



Mzamosmiledshelikewhathewashearing

Mzamo:yousoundlikePam...Ilikethefireinyou

butmyQueenI'mnottheonetoconvinceI'mwith

youonthis?"

Sbahlefrowned"I'mnorfollowing"

Mzamo:youseewhenVelilecametoourlivesMa

tookherinasherowndaughtershenevermadeher

feellikeanoutsiderthatwhyyoufindherwalking

likeroyaltyinthathouse"

Sbahlelookeddownasmuchasshewantedto

hornerPamlastwishshecannotdestroyafamily

bondthefamilyhaswithVeli

Mzamo:youthefirstLadyofthehouseyourword

isfinal"



Sbahle:Icannotusethatpoweranddisregard

respectingmyin-laws"

Mzamonodded"justspeaktoMaandseewhatshe

willsay"thiswasgoingtobehardbutthereisno

harmintryingshethanlookedatMzamoandwish

thatherrequestcanbetakenintoconsideration

Sbahle:malume...Ilovemyhusbandandthepast

fewweekwasnoteasyforusforthefamily...I'm

tryingtorebuildmyrelationshipwithhim butIfeel

likehimbeingacrosstheworldfrommewillcause

anothervoidsbetweenus"

Mzamo:itshislegacythathisparentleftforhim ...

Iwasonlygivenatasktolookafterhisfirmtillhe

graduatesheneedtoknowhowtorunitandhecan

notdothatleavinginmyshadow...thename

Mnguniwasoncethemostrespectedpowerful



namethatwasknowworldwide,afterhisfather

dieditbecameamemory...Buildthenamewith

himandyouwillseethemanhewillbe..."

Sbahle:Ican'tgototheUK..."

Mzamo:Idon'tthinkyouhavemuchofchoicein

thatmatter...Itseitheryourhusbandortheroyal

house...Shouldyouchosentheroyalhousehe

maycomebackwithsecondwife...Sometimesthe

strongwivesaretheonethataresubmissiveto

theirhusband..."Sbahlethoughtdeeponwhat

Mzsmojustsaidandwasdisturbedbyherphone

ringingshelookedatit

sbahle:IthinkI'mintrouble"

Mzamolaughed...Comelet'sgoIwillcoverforyou

"



.

.

Tobecontinued...

Chapter53

unedited

.

.

Mvelo***

TheminuteIgotdownstairs,IsawMbalatalkingto

kokoandshestoodupwhenshesawmeIrushed

toherandgaveherhug

Me:howyoudoing"



Her:Ishouldbeaskingyouthat"

Isigh

Her:Ineedtoshowyousomethingbeforethe

sunset"

Ifrowned

Koko:pleasedon'ttakelongMakhumalois

preparingacleansingaftersunset"

Inodded

Me:okKoko..."

IlookedMbali"Ineedyourhelpmfethukunesimo

engingasiqondi"



Her:IgotalltheanswersyouneedtruestmeI

know"

Inoddedwewalkedoutandgotinhercar,inthe

carwetalkedaboutlifeingeneralnothingheavyI

couldseethatsheistensebutbrusheditaside

TheminutethecarstoppedIlookedather

Me:whatarewedoinghere?"

Her:yourAunthasalltheanswersyouseekso

come"

IwasveryhesitantImeanwetalkingabouta

womenwhowishdeathuponmeforyearsandtried

numeroustimestokillme



Me:thishousewasneversold"Iaskedwalkingin

Her:itsroyalpropertysoyaaa"

ItslookedcleanthenIthoughtshewalkedinand

stoodonthemiddleoftheroom

Her:Iwillneedyourhands...ShesaidImustshow

yousomethingfirstweheldhandsandshestarted

prayingandIfeltsomethingcoldonmyfeetlike

waterjustlikethatIhadavision

IsawSliinsomeforestnotjustanyforestitwas

theoneclosetotheroyalgardenthetreeswere

denseandshowedlittlesunlight,Imovedin

furtherIsawhersayinghello,shelookednervousI

sawthewatermovingandIknowthatGogoNdoni

washere



Slistartedrunningincirclesshewasterrifiedno

doubt,thewaterstartedmovingaggressivelyin

circlesmakingsomethingthatlookedlikeatornado

ortwist,thewindwaspowerfulandsangitown

tune,Sliremainedparalyzedinoneplace,

somethingappearedfromThebigwaveof

whirlwinditlookedlikeasnake...Massivebig,

yellowandwhitesnake,Sliscreamedwhenshe

sawGogoNdoniforthefirsttimeassheslowly

turnedintoahuman,shewaswearinglongwhite

andyellowdresswithlotofbeadsonherneck,

wristandarmsshedescendedfromthewater

walkedtowardsSli,slipanickedandshewas

cryingtryingtomovebutwasstuck

Ndoni:whyyousoafraidmotheroflioness"

Sli:...."



Ndoni:I'mnotheretoharmyou"

Slilookedatherasshecalmdownshebelieved

Gogo

Sli:whereamI?"

Ndoni:homewhereyouwillrule,youweredestined

forgreaterthingsinlifeandthedevilknewthat,

youmychildareGodshighlyfavouredchilda

miraclebaby,ittookyourparents18yearsafter

marriagetoconceiveyou,yourmotherprayeddays

andnighttohaveyou,Godgrantedherwishby

touchingherstomachandyouwereborn"

Slifaceshowedshockonlyfewpeopleknewabout

thatincludingme

Ndoni:evenwhenyouwereinyourmother'swomb



youwereatarget,marryingtotheevilfamilywasa

testfromGod,yourstrengthdoesn'tcomefrom

winning.Itcomesfromstrugglesandhardship.

Everythingthatyouhadtogothroughpreparesyou

forthenextlevelforhepreparedyoutobetheneck

oftheheadofkingdom"

Sli:Idon'tunderstand"

Ndoni:youlovehimIgetit...YouhismateIseeitin

yourheartandsoul,buthisspirituallynotreadyto

beinyourlife,hisjourneyhasjustbegunbutyours

isalmostatthefinishline,allyouhavetodois

Waitforhimtoreachthefinishingline"

ThiswasallsoshockingIcannotbelievemyown

ancestorsspoketosliandpromisedhermyheart..

ItriedtopullawayfromMbali'sholdbutsheheld

metight



Mbali:look..."Myfocuswentbacktovision

Ndoni:youbeautifulinsideandoutwehappyto

haveyouasoneofourown,challengesaresoonto

comeletthemnotbreakyoubutmakeyoustronger

..."Ndoniopenedportaltothefutureintheriveri

lookedatitandsawgreenfieldswheresliseton

theblanketitwaspicnictheme,shewaspregnant

againandwasverybigwhenilookedupisawZee

laughingandtalkingnonstopshewasholdingmy

handIlookedatslishewashappyilookedhappy

aswell

Ndoni:youtheneckneverallowtheheadtolose

balance..allowdestinytoleadyounotyourheart..

Hisyourdestinyandyouarehis...rememberthat

God'sloveispatient,persistent,andpersevering,

Spiritualgrowthisnotlikefastfood.Ittakestime

foritsrootstogrow,andthatrequiresyoutobe

receptiveandpatient....Hewillfindyoudonotlook

orseekforhim"



IletgoofMbali..Iwasmadreallymad

Me:iftheytoldherthisthanwhywenottogether

whydoIloveanother...isthatthereasonwhyshe

resentSbahlethewaysheisactinglikethiswasof

thepromisemadetoherbymyancestors"

Iwaswalkingupanddowntheroomtryingto

figureeverythingoutisuddenlyheadfootstepsI

stoppedandIlookedatMbali

Mbali"pleaseshowyourself"andjustlikeshe

commandeditstartedoflookinglikeashadow,

Haveyoueverseenwhatappearstobeashadow

personordarkfigurestationaryormovingwithyour

owneyes,thatwhatIsaw,Themajorityofshadow

figuresthatpeopleexperienceseemtobenegative,

malevolentandparasitic.Somearepossibly

demoniccreaturesorevenevilspiritsorentities.



ButthisonewaspeacefulMbalisaidaprayerin

tonguesanditslowlyshiftedfromshadowto

disturbinghalfburnedfaceitlookoldononeside

andgraybutsoontransformedtoabeautiful

womentypicalAfricanwomenwithherbrownskin

glowingshelookedatMbaliandSmiledhereyes

shiftedtomenodoubtthiswasmyAunt

Nomakhwezi

Her:Mvelo"

MymouthwasdryIcouldnottalkormovelightning

strikeonmyfeetandIsawlightrushingtome

whenIopenedmyeyesitswasmymothershewas

verytallwearinghergladiatorssandalsandwhite

dressshealsowascarryingaswordonherleft

hand

Mbali:thisisnotgood"



Mom:yousummonedanentity..."

Mbali:Icanexplain"

Mom:evilcannotbeinsameroomwithgoodyou

justbrokethecodeofheavenprophetMbali"

Aunt:JanepleaseImeannoharm"

Mom:tellthattotheSaul'syouofferstothe

underworld"

Me:mompleaseIneedanswers...Sheiswillingto

givetharmtome"

Mom:sheisevilanytruthshewillgiveyoushewill

needsomethinginreturnthisthingbargainwith

humansouls"



Aunt:I'mbetweentwoworldsJaneIneedtocross

overbutIcan'tIneedMvelotohelpme,Icannot

getintheancestrallandbecauseIstillhavetheevil

mark...ButIknowwhowantstocausehimharm...

thedreams,theunsettlingfeelingyouhavebeen

havingIknowwhatcausedit"

Ilookedatmom,sheisdefiantlyawarriorangel

shewastheonethatpassedonherdivinepowerto

me

Me:pleasemomIneedtoknow"shenoddedand

stoodbehindme

Me:I'mlistening"

Aunt:Ibelieveandknowforafactthatslindilethe

motherofthelionessisattackedbyspiritualentity

.."



IlookedatMbali

Mom:thatimpossiblesheahighlyfavouredchild

oftheheavens"

Aunt:shewasbutdestinywasnotfulfilledandthat

lefthervulnerable

...Let'sallfaceitsheisthemostweakestpersonI

haveeverSeentohavesuchpowerandnotfully

understandit"

MomhuffedandIlookedathertostop

Me:Idon'tunderstand..

Aunt:Psychicorspiritualattacksaren'talways



easytospot.Forsomepeople,theattacksareso

subtle,orhavebeengoingonforsolong,thatthe

personisn'tawareoftheattack.

Someattackscomefrompeopleyouknow.Others

maycomefrom thedarkforcesyouletinwithyour

heartthisspirithavebadintentionsandare

targetingheroryouforanynumberofreasons"

Me:attack?"

Mbali:awarwasdeclaretoyouandyourfamily

..evilVsdivinity"

MbalilookedatMom

Me:youknewaboutthis?...anddidnotwarnme

aboutthis??"



Mom:itscomplicatedson"

Me:I'mlistening"

Mom:itallstartedwhenyoumeetSlindile,

meetingwithherwasfate..Zithelowassupposeto

becreatedasperheavensorders,shehasspiritof

higherbeingSilindilewasprotectedwhenshewas

withZithelobecauseofthepowershepossesses,

wetriedseparatingyoutwoforyearsbecauselove

oftenmakesapersonweak,

weknewthatSlindilefaithwasnotstrongenough

tobewithyouandshewasoncemarriedtoahigh

rankingpaganwitchsoitwasgoingtobeeasyto

usehertogettoyou...Ifyoustartedsharingthe

samebed"

Me:youseparatedus?"



Aunt:yepTheydid"momlookedather

Mom:wehadnochoice..Mvelobecauseofyouwe

aswarriorangelsarenotfightingevilleftrightand

centeryouclosedthecrackbuttheunderworlddid

notjustrolloverandacceptdefeattheywaitedfor

anopportunityanditcamewhenyouendedthings

withSilindileandtookyourbaby,becauseshewas

notfullyexceptingofGodorders,directionandher

faithwascompromised

sheisemotionallyunstableandhasallowedspirit

ofanger,jealously,hateandenvyintoherlife"

Me:youpromisedherahappyeverafterwithme

andyoutossedheraside...Iwouldfeelthevery

samewaytoo!!"

Mbali:wedonotalwaysgetwhatwewant

Mvelo...theFuturethatGodplanforusisnot



permanent,heworksinmysteriouswaystheBible

saysthatAfterJosephenduredextremehardship

andendedupinthepalace,hetoldhisbrothers,"As

foryou,youmeantevilagainstme,butGodmeantit

forgood…"(Genesis50:20).Hehadthewisdom

andtrustthateverythinghewentthroughwas

becauseofGod'sgoodplanforhislife'sowhyis

slindilequestioningGodsplan??"

Momsmiled

Aunt:okprophetweunderstandthatbutbackto

thematterathand,thereisadevilordemonic

beingthathasbeennockingonSlindilesouland

waitingforhertoacceptshouldthathappenedor

hellwillbrakelose..."

Me:butnothingcanharmyouorinvadeyou

withoutyourpermission"



Aunt:Truebuthaveyouseenyourbabymamaof

late?Itsamatteroftimebeforesheallowsitin...

Mveloyouneedtohelpher...Ifsheturnedthis

meanthatZithelosoulmaybeharmed..."

Me:shit!!Thisisallmyfault"

Mom:youonlyfollowedyourheartbabyyoufellin

lovewithSbahleyouhadnocontroloverwhatyour

heartwants"

Me:whatisthisdemon"

Mbali:Ionlysawtheglimpseofthefutureandit

badmfethuifthedemoninfuseinSlisoulthework

wehavedoneovertheyearswilllooklikenothing"

Me:Mbaliwhoisit?"



Mbali:Whenthefifthtrumpetisblown,the‘abyss’

willopenanddemoniclocustswillbereleasedto

torturethosewhohavenotreceivedGod’sseal.

TheirleaderwillbeAbaddon,oneofSatan’shigh

rankingdemon"

Mom:Abaddonwillhaveasimplemission,

inflictingpainandsufferingonthosewhohavenot

respondedtoGodandacceptedJesusChristas

theirsavior...sosonlookattheworldhowmany

peoplebelieveinGodandhowmanydon't...This

willbewar?"

Isetdownthiswastomuch,momcamecrouched

downbeforemeandheldmyface

Her:wecanstilldefeatthismyson"

Aunt:yaabutsacrificeneedtobemade

..Dependingonthesource,therearedifferent



approachesfordealingwiththeattack.Thereare

thingsyoucandoforyourself,andtherearethings

youcandotoaddresstheattackingentity..."

Mbali:wecancleansandtrapitbutifsliheartis

stillwoundeditwillbenouse,soSliwillneedto

stopit"

Ishookmyhead

Mom:ProphetMbaliisright...Thereissomuch

wecandobutSliwillnerdtostopit..Thisdark

spiritsandentitiescanmoveintophysicalbodies,

affectingaura,pollutingwhatslithink,speak,do,

desire,andfeel.Ifsliisinvadedbythesespiritsor

entitiesshecantakeonthephysicalattributes,

illnessesandbehaviorofthespiritorentity

occupyingherbodytosuchadegreethatthere

appearstobeacompletepersonalitychange...she

isalreadychangingandsheislovingtheevilinside

ofherbecauseitcomeswithsomuchpowersoyou



needtohelphergetreadofitandbanishit"

Me:me?!!!"

Aunt:someoneislisteningIneedtogo...mvelo

pleasestaysafeanddon'tbeafraidwhenIcometo

you...I'monlytryingtohelp..Janethankyoufor

givingMetimetospeaktomynephewthegreat

Ngonyamaking.."shesmiledandshiftedtoa

shadowanddisappeared"

Mom:Iwillgetinformationfromheavenwilltalk

later...."Sheheldmyhandanddisappeared

Mbali:let'spraytoclosethelink"

.



.

DrivingbackhomeIhadalottothinkaboutthis

wasbiggerthenmethenus,

Mbali:whatyougoingtodo"sheaskedtheminute

sheswitchofftheengine,Ilookedatheraswe

packedoutsidemyhouse

Me:thiswillbrakeSibahlebutitsmycalling..."

Mbali:No...Letmedoit"

Me:shewillneverletyouin...Shewantsmeit's

alwaysbeenme...Iwillneedtogetclosetoherto

saveherfromherself..."Ididn'tWaiteforMbalito

answerijumpedoutofthecar,Ijustneededto

holdmywifewhenIgotinthehouseshewasnot

aroundItriedcallinghershedidnotanswer



"Mabhenguukuphi!!"

.

.

tobecontinued...

chapter54

.

.

Sbahle

Thefestiveseasonwasblear,Ihadtragicsad

weddingday,deathhappentomyin-laws,fight

andtoxiceventbrewedup,Velileftthehouse

kickingandscreamingafterthedayofthe

cleansingceremonytheysayshecommitted

treasonandwasburnedfromourvillage,ihavea

feelingthatsheisleavingwithSlimostprobably

plottingwaysonhowtokillmebutIreallydonot

givearatassaboutthat.



Sbumotherdecidedtotakemykidsawayfromme,

mysmilekeepershetoldmeI'mtooyoungtotake

careoffourkidsandwellitwashardsayingGood-

byeespeciallytoNaledi,

Ican'tsleepIwakeupandgotoherroomandwhen

IgettobedIhavedifficultiessleeping,Imissher

somuchsometimesIthinkitwouldbebettertonot

evenbothersleeping.Howmanymorenightslike

thisdoIhavetoendure?Howmanymore4a.m’s

willIhavetoseeflashingontheclock?Howmany

moremorningswillIwakeupwithswollenblood-

shoteyesfrommynotsleeping,Howmanymore

nightswillIhavetodreadthinkingaboutgoingto

sleepallIhearisherbabycry,itslikewhateverI

loveGodtakesitawayfromme.

MymarriagelifeisjustfuckedupIunderstandthat

it'saarrangemarriagebutwefellinloveandI

honestlythoughtitwillbedifferent,butlittledidI

knowthatitwasjustnotmeanttobe



Ihavehadeventswereijustwantedtotrowina

towelandgobackhomebuthewillblindsightme

andmakemebelievethatthewildfirewillsoon

dieddown.

meandMvelowestill...What'stheword'ok'

IfoundmyselfcallingmomandtellingherthatI

cannotdothisanymoreIwanttocomebackhome

everSincethedayofcleansingceremonymy

husbandhasbeencoldtowardsme

"Whetheryou'vebeendatingashortwhileormany

years,relationshipsexperienceebbsandflows,and

ifyou'reinanebbandnoticingthatyourpartneris

distant,itcanbereallypainfulitmaybethatyou

needtogiveyourpartnerspace,butitmayalsobe

thatthere'ssomethingwrongandhedoesn'tknow

howtotalkaboutitBybringingitup,youmakeit



possibleforthetwoofyoutohashthingsout."

Momsaid

SheisfirmbelieverInmarriagemaybethereason

whyIstayedisbecauseofher"umfaziuyabekezela

"beliefsandIdidnotwanttobeseenasafailure.

Ihavebeengivinghimsilenttreatmentitnotasif

hisaroundtotalktomeanywaybutfranklyI'm

tiredoffightingandtryingtotalktohim,

"Ican'tdothisanymore"Isaidtohimaweeks

backmyclotheswerepackedandIwasgoingback

home,hecriedandbaggedmetostayhepromised

mehewillchangehetoldmeHe'sstressedoutIt

work,thepressuresoffamilylife,beingina

relationshipanduniversitydeadlineshetoldmehis

tryingtobalanceeverythingandheneedsme,Iput

mybagdownandstayedwithhim,



TreedaybacksamethinghappenIwasaboutto

leavehemadeasceneattheairporttoldmeI'm

exaggeratingwhenItoldhimhisshirtsmellof

womenperfume,hewassadand

sincere,Isawitinhiseyesandtookhimback

again"wecanmakethisworkSbahlepleasedon't

walkawayfromme"hepleadedwithme,sillyof

meIbelievedhimitstruewhattheysayloveisso

blind

Fallinginlovecanbelikenedtosomeone,falling

fromahighbuilding.Thepossibleresultwillbe

unconsciousnessifnotdeath.Takeitthat,anybody

thatfallsinloveiseitherunconsciousordead.

HisstillsavingmypurityforwhatIhavenoidea,

hehasbeenupanddowndoingbusinessrelated

things,...IsuspectsomethingisupIseeitinthe

facesofthepeopleinthishouseandI'mstillthe

onewhoisinthedark...hishidingsomethingbig



frommemysuspensionsaythereisawomen

involvebutIhavenoproofandhehasnotgivenme

areasontobelievehischeating.

.

WeleavingforUKinfewhourstimeyesiagreedto

goIloveMveloandbeingwithhimwillbethebest

thingdoforusforourrelationshipandbesidesI'm

alsoexcitedaboutschoolsI'llbestudyingArtan

buildingarchitect...I'mexcitedyetnervousabout

leaving,changeisgoodright.

"wakeupsleepyhead"Iheardhimwalkinginand

placingwhatsmellslikefoodonthesidetable,he

didnotcomebacklastnighthetoldmeitswas

workbuthisphonewasoffwhentriedcallinghim

whenibattlewithsleepingalone.whathappening

withme...withusIfeellikeI'msinkingto

depressionthismaniskillingmemyeyesarestill

heavyididnotsleepawinklastnightIcan’tbegin



tocounttheamountoftimesIhavelaidawakeand

sobbedintohispillowat4a.moverthelastalmost

month,isitnormaltocryforapersonlikethis?

Outoftheentiredayofpain,thatiswhenIamatmy

weakestinmybedatnight,AndIhateit.Justlike

outofamovie,Iwillsometimesgetupandstareat

myselfinthebathroommirrorasIsplashwateron

myfacewillingmyselftostopandpullittogether.

Justlikeadamnmovie.Andthatmakesmehateit,

thegriefoftheloveweonceshare,

mysadness,myselfevenmorehehaschangedme

I'mtoosoftandweakwhenitcomestohim

.ItmakesmefeellikeIhavetotallylostmymind,

likeIamatotallyridiculousperson,likeIamtrying

to“act”acertaindramaticwaywhenthatcouldn’t

befartherfromthetruth.Itjusthappens.Idon’t

evenhavethewordstotrulyexplainit...I’mtiredof

havingnooneheretocomfortme,toholdme,and



totellmeitsgoingtobeOK.I’mtiredofbeing

withouthimI’mtiredofmy4a.mtear-soakedpillow.

ButlooksI'mnottheonlyonehavingtrouble

sleepingattimesIwillwakeuptohimsobbingin

bathroomwhenIaskhimwhatwronghewillhold

meandtellme"nomatterwhatIchoseyouIlove

you"alotissaidinourtearsbutnotonactual

words

Helooksatmewithhisdreamyeyesandwipedmy

lonetear,

hepromisedmeitwillgetbetteronceweinUK

hekissedmeonthecheekhemovestomymouth

andhekissedmylipsIheldhimcloseashedeepen

thekiss,ImissthisImisshimIranmyhands

underhisT-shirtIhavenotfelthisskinonmefora

whilenowbuthepulledoutandlookedatme



helookedgoodveryGood

Him:stopundressingmewithyoureyes"heran

hishandsonmycheekImisshistouchbuthiseyes

areshowingsadness

Me:whatgoingonMnguni"

Him:Iloveyousomuch"

Ididn'taskhimthathewantstocryhewantsto

holdmewhateverishappeningwithhimhisafraid

toloseme,I'msnuggledunderhisholdhissniffingi

wanttoseehisfacebuthisholdingmetight,I

pushedhimoffI'mtiredofhimmakingmehis

cuddlepillow

Him:Sbahle"



Me:getoutofmyroomandcomebackwhenyou

readytotalktome"

Him:babe..."

Me:whatthefuckiseatingyouup??"

Helooksdown

Me:itsbeenawholemonthMveloyouactinglike

thisIdidnotsignupforthisuyezwa!!!"

Hewaslookingdownhewasnottalking

Me:getthefuckoutoffmyroom!!!"



Irolledoverjumpedofffromthebed

Him:baby...."

I'mnotinthemoodtobewithhim,onlythisringon

myhandistheonlythingconnectingmeandhim.

Iheardhimbreathoutloud

Him:I'msorryok..."hesaidoutsidemythe

bathroomdoor,ItookmyeverlongbathIlookedup

pushingmytearsaway,

IjumpedintomyjeanandTshirt

,myhairismessIhavenotimeforit.

HewasnotintheroomwhenIgotbackasmuchas



ImisshimandwishtoholdhimIcan'tseemtodo

thatwithsomuchdistancebetweenus,Idream

aboutthepaintingofhimhugginganotherwomen

constantlythisdays,ishecheatingonme?Could

itbethereasonwhyhisdistance?Ibrushitaside

ashenevergavemeareasonthathischeating,I

prayalotthisdaysandmeditatealso...itseamsto

beworkingsomedaysandsomedayIfeellikedying

,

Isetbythecouchbythewindowholdingmyknees

tomychestithurtssomuch,Ihadtogetoutof

here,ItookmycapandcarkeysIwasgoingtouse

thebackdoorsothathewillnotstopmebutI

foundhimstandingtherewithhisphoneinhisear

"comeonSli.."

...



"Iknow...IknowIpromisedbutIneedtotake

SbahletotheUK"

...

"I'mstillmarriedtoher,youbeingunreasonable

rightnow"

...

"Iwaswithyoulastnight..."

Iheldmymouthastearsgushdownmycheeks

...

"yaImissyoutoo...LookIhavetogo...Iwillcall

youlater"



...

"Iknow...Iknow...kissZeeformeok"

Iheldmychestheturnedaroundandsawme,

Him:No..no..noSbahlepleaseBbyitsnotwhat

youthink..."

IturnedtorunoffbutheheldmeinhisarmsI

brokedownintoaloudcry.

.

.



Tobecontinued...6monthslater...

chapter55

.

.

noteditedatall

Sbahle

.

.

Ifyou'veeverbeenthroughabadbreakup,you

knowthatthestruggleisreal.Fortheweeks

possiblymonths,itdoesnotgetanyeasy,Ifeellike

IgaveuptoearlyImeanisikolithingumkakhe...

Ngathelwangenyongo,I'mgoingagainstculture

andmybeliefbychoosingme,bystayingwasonly

goingtodestroyme,Breakupissayinggoodbyeto

thepersonyouwereonceclosewithanddeeplyin



lovewith.

Iwishsomeonewouldhavetoldmethatithurtsso

bad,"Ican'tlivewithouthim"Isobholdingmy

pillowtightmyheartisbrokenintomillionpieces

andIdon'tknowwheretostarttopickmyselfup

personallyseeingmyselflikethisisjust

devastatingsomemayrelate,butidoubttheyknow

howIfeeltheyaren’tinthismoment,thispain,

thisloudvoicesinmyheadsayingwhydidIleave

SometimesitfeelslikeI'm completelyhelplessand

Iwillnevergetpastthesuffering.

"Ihaverunyouabathwaterbaby...Come"

Hesaid,Iignorehim heopentheblind'sandIjust

pullthecovetsovermyhead,Ihearhimsighhe

warnedmeaboutthis

"Idon'ttrustthisboy...Hisfuckboyandhewill



brakeyourhear"

Him:Iknowitsreallybadbabybuteverything

happenforareason...Itslooksbadrightnowlike

yourlifeisinthedark

,butthereisalwayslightattheendofthetunnel."

IliftedthecoversoffmyheadandlookedathimI

bustoutandlaugh

Me:youreallysuckatthis"

Him:hayI'mtryinghere"

Me:ifeellikeiwasIsuchafool...Youtoldmenot

gothroughwiththis"



Him:haybooinzenzileakalhalelwabutlookatme

I'mbusycryingwithyou"

Me:willthepainstop?"

Him:idon'tknowBbygirlbutI'mhere,willget

troughthistogetherok"Inoddedinhisshoulder

Me:itstillhurtssobadMlondi...IfeellikeIcannot

goon"

Him:Cry,sobyoureyesout,screamandyell.As

longasitdoesn’thurtyourselforanybodyelse"I

chuckledisheeverserious

Him:ookokbutjustfindwaystoreleaseandletgo

ofthepainyoufeeling.



.Ishouldhavekilledhim"

Me:Mlondi!!"

Him:what?!comeyourbathwaterisgettingcold"

Ismiledandjumpedofthebed

Whenpeoplekindlyandhumorouslytellyouall

breakupsarehard,it’sbecausetheyarethatwhatI

haverealised."Don’ttakethispartofthehealing

processawayfromyourselforitwillgrowand

festerwithinyou.Youwillnaturallyfeelsome

negativeemotionsnomatterhoweasyorhardyour

breakupwas.Honoryourfeelingsandknowthat

theywillgetlessintensethemorethatyouletthem

out.Ithelpsyoumovepastthem!"Mlondisaid

thereistruthintothatanditssixmonthswithout

communicationfromtheoutsideworldandI'm

slowlylettinggo,Icansmile,IcantalkandIcan



eventakemylongwalkswithoutcrying,yessome

daysareworsethenothersbutI'mgettingthere

YoumostprobablywonderingwhyI'mwithMlondi,

wellIcalledhim6monthsbackwhenIfoundout

thatmysocalledhusbandwasHavinganaffair

withhisbabymama,

IcalledmybrotherafterMveloconfessedtome

aboutSli...

~~flashback~~

"Idon'tloveherI'm justtryingtoprotectmy

daughter"

Me:howlongaregoingtobeseeingher"



Him:Idon'tknowSbahlerightnowI'mherlinkto

therighteouspassage"

Me:wowshestillinlovewithyouandyoutoying

withherwon'tthatmakeitworse"

Him:Ijustneedtotry,Ineedhertoseealight,my

ancestorsfuckedheroverandrightnowshea

womenscornedandthataloneiscausingherto

selfdistrust...BeforeI'mking,husbandIhave

callingSbahleyouknowthis"

Me:butthistoclosetohome...whydon'tletany

onehelpher?'"

Him:ZithelolifeisindangerSbahle"

Me:doesSliknowsthatorshejusttooselfishto

gettoyouthatshedoesnotcarewhoshehurtsin



theprocessitwasfirstvelishelosteverything

becauseofherandZithelolifeisindangernot

forgettingme...I'mhurtingMveloyoucan'tdothis

tome...Tous"_

Him:I'msorry..."

Me:youshouldhavetoldmethatyouwillbe

playinghappyfamilywithyouex"

Him:Iwasscaredtoloseyou"

Me:itdoesn'tmateratallnowbecauseyoualready

lostme"

Him:Sbahle...pleasedon'tsaythatIloveyou...

onlyyou"heheldmyhands



Me:Ican'tWaiteforyoumvelo"

Him:pleasebabyyoumylifeIneedyou"

Me:"youliedtome!!!"

Him:Iwasscaredtolooseyou...Babyplease...

Givemesecondchance..."Hepulledmetohis

arms

Me:Ican't..."

Hekissedme,Itriedtopushhimaway...buthe

pulledmetohim"IloveyouSbahle..PleaseMami

"

Ishookmyheadthistearsjustcontinuedtorun

downlikeawaterfall



Him:don'tleavemeplease"

Me:Ihavetoo...I'myoursecondbestinalloffthis

"

Him:Sbahleplease..."

HishandstraveledundermyT-shirthismouthwas

onmyneckhewasontopofme,myT-shirtwasoff

Ialwayspicturedmyfirsttimewithhimtobe

different,rosepetals,candlelite,softmusic

playing,kissingunderamoonlight,

youknowliketheydointhemoviesbutnoitwas

breakupsexliterallybreakupsexthatwasaboutto

happen,therewastoomanyemotionsthesobbing

kissing,withhisshakinghandhewasableto

undressmeand



Iwasonlyleftonmyunderwearwewereboth

cryinghewasinbetweenmylegsandhesuddenly

buriedhisheadonmyshoulderandletoutaloud

cry

Him:notlikethis"

Iwantedtofeelhiminsidemeatleasthewassoso

close,heowmethat

Him:notlikethis..."Hejumpedintohissweatpants

andwalkedoutleavingmeacryingmessItookmy

phoneandcalledMlondi

"Ntombikayise"

Ididn'tsayanythingbutjustcried



ItwasmidnightwhenIheadgunfire,Iputonmy

gownonandIrusheddownstairs

IsawkokoandsunnylookedatmenoWaitehe

winkedatme

Koko:uyambulalaumtanamiSbahle...Pleasehelp

him "shewascryingandmyheadwasbuzzing

Ilookedatsunny

Me:whereismyhusband!!"hechewonhis

matchstickandjustlookedatme

Iheardlotofcommotionandbreakingofthingsit

washappeninginMvelostudyoohgodno



"Mlondi!!!...Mlondi...Please..."Iwascryingand

bangingonthedoorwhatfeltforeverMlondi

unlockedthedoor

Mlondi:comenearherIsweartoGodIwillkillyou

...UdlalangenganeKama...wenanja!!!!"

HisT-shirtwasfullofbloodIsawMvelobodyon

thefloorhewasbadlyinjuredIcouldnotrecognize

himhisfaceitwasswallow,therewassomuch

blood...

Me:oohmyGod"ItryrunningtohimbutMlondi

threwmeoverhisshoulderandweleft,~~~endof

flashback~~~

it'sbeensixmonthssincelasttimeIsawMveloI

criedmostofthetimeIwishIdidnothaveto

involvemybrotherstomymaritaldisputebut

Mlondihashelpmealotwithmovingonhiscrazy



nodoubtbuthewasjustthere,ItoldhimIdon't

wanttogohomesohetookmesomebeachhouse

closetoGraham'stown,hesaidthatthiswasmy

dadplace,hewillholdmedownwhenIcriedout

forMveloandtoldmehegotme...Istillwonder

howhisdoingifhisstillalivethestateIlefthimin

wasscary,butMlonditoldmethatheisok...He

justroughenhimupitsaboycode.

Todaymarkstheexact6monthsofmybrakeup,

IwassickandtiredofcryingforMveloandmy

roommatewastocockyattimesIwantedtodo

somethingwithmylifetotakemymindofthings

Him:wherearegoing?"

Me:whenyougoingbackhome"



Him:youfuckinkickingmeoutofmyfathershouse

"

Me:no...ButIneedmytrustfundmoneytostart

something...AndIneedmyspace"

Him:Icangiveyoumoney...Andangiyindawo"

Me;what!!!Mlondi...I'm19stopbabysittingme"

Him:aaaahwrong,youonlyturning19in

Novemberandthat'sabout4monthsfromnow?so

technicallyI'mstillyourguardian"

Me:Iwanttogobacktoschool...andIneedmy

trustfundmoneyguardian!!"

HesmiledIguesshelikestheideathatI'mgoing



backtoschool

Him;momwillneedtosignforitanditmustbe

wiredtoyouraccount"

Me:I'msureyoucanmakeithappenedbigbrother

"

Him:whenareyouplanningontellingMonabout

yourfallourmarriage"

Ifrowned

Me:Idon'tneedherlecturesMlondi"

Him:itsbeen6months...andfranklyI'mtiredof

beingDrPhillinyourlife"



Me:Ididn'taskyou!!"

Him:wellI'mtelling"

Me:hàaaaaaaahyousoannoying,canyouleave

mealoneplease!!!"Iwalkedoutbangingthedoor,

Hechuckled

Him:Iloveyoutoo

.

.

Mvelo***

DepressioniskillernodoubtwhatIeverItriedtodo

withslididnotwalkaftermybrakeupwithSbahleI



didn'tseethepointofleaving,ImovedtotheUK

andfocusedonwork,ItalkedtoZeeeverydaybut

justnotvisitingher,Sliwillcryandtellmehemiss

mebutIwilltellherI'mtoobusywillseethemwhen

Icomeback,honestfactIbeenbusybutrealitywill

kickintheminuteIcomehome"Sbahleleftme"I

havebeenwritingherlettereverynightjusttostop

thinkingabouthertomuchandIwillsleeponmy

studywakeupgotoworkanddoitalloveragain...

TonightisnodifferentthenanyothernightI'min

mystudyandwritingalettertoher

~~Alettertomywife~~

IwillneverforgetthebeautyIsawwhenIfirstset

eyesonyou.Yoursmalleyesthatcarriedsomuch

fire,

Inevertiredoftellingyouhowbeautifulyouwere

I'msureyoustillareIrememberhowyouusetoget

soirritatedwhenItoldyouhowbeautifulyou



are.(Ismiled)

Youwereambitious;itwasinfectious.Youmade

mepromisesIneverimaginedyouwouldn’tkeep...

Lifewasexciting.Weenjoyednightsout,exotic

bedroomtalk,Ifeltlovedandwanted.Wemarried

andplannedtohavechildrenitneverfeltlike

arrangedmarriagebecausethisdayIstillsayitwas

loveatfirstsite..Iboughtsmileinyourlifeyouuse

tosaybutsoontookitwayfromyou

Theneverythingchanged.IfuckeditupItookyou

forgrantedIthoughtyouwillstayevenIforeone

wouldn'thavestayediftableswereturned,Imade

somanymistakeIregretthembecausetheyjust

pushedyouawayfromme

Inolongerhaveanyzestforlife,nointerestin

anythingotherthanyourthinkingaboutyourvoice,



shoutinglaughter,youtellingmeyouloveme.

Conversationisone-way,nowwiththisletterinmy

hand"

IlookedatourweddingpictureItookitandkissedit

,Iplaceditbackonthetableandtookmypanand

continued

"thistherearenomillionquestionsasked,thati

havenoanswersfor,Imissyourcockyresponses

thatfollowedbyapairedofgruntandarollof

thosesmallyes(Ismiled)Imissyourcookingthe

wayyoutookcareofmemybedislonelyanddo

cold,Imovedoutfromthemainbedroombecause

everythingthereremindsmeofyou,itsbeen6

monthsIwasathomewhatthepointofbeinga

kingwithoutaking.

Idon’tcrymyselftosleepanymore,mytearsdon’t

getmeanywhere,noonecanhearmebutIwakeup

withawetpillow...



IplacedmypandownasIheadthedoorbellringing

,Idragmylegitsstillgivesmeproblemsand

takingforevertoheal

IopenedthedoorandIwasmeetbyaslap,shit

anotheroneandanother...Ilostmybalanceand

felldownhurtingmyselfevenmoreIcriedinvain

"masimbaManilawoawenzayo...I'mgonefor

Botswanaforfewmonthsandyouactcrazy"

IlookedupitsmaKhumalo

"mama"

Her:wenzeniMvelo!!!"Itriedstandingupbutfuck

mylegwaskillingme



Her:yini!"

Me:Ibrokemylegplayingsoccer"wasnotabout

totellherthatmybrotherinlawhitmewithagolf

stickthatwillbeembarrassing,shehelpedmeup

Her:kwenzakalani..."

Sheplacedherbadontableandlookedatme,she

flewallthewaytoUKtoaskmethat?Isn'tit

obvious

Me:itslongstory"

Her:I'monavacationsoshootaway..."

Ibreathoutloudlookedathershewasnot



budging,soItoldherthewholestory

Her:doyouloveSilindile"

Me:NO...shetookeverythingawayfrommeIHate

hersomuchIwishInevermeether!!"

Her:whereisNdlonkululu"

Iwantedtofindtherightwordstosaythatshegone

butIjustcrieditsallIdothisdaycry,Iseeherin

mydreamseverywhereIgoIcan'tbelievesheis

gone,sheplacedherhandovermyshoulders

Her:youknowwhatIseehereisyoubeinga

coward,younolongerlovesliIunderstand..She

isthemotherofyourchildIunderstandthattoo,

butyounothonestwithheryoustringingheralong

Mvelosheneedstoknowthatyouandhercan



neverbe,stopplayingheroinherlife,firstyou

rescuedherfromherabusivemarriage,youwere

hershouldertocryonwhenshewasawidow,she

fellpregnantwithyourchildandshefeltentitled

thatshemustbeyourwifebecauseyouwentback

andfourthinbetweenherlegs...Mvelogrowup...

Youarekingnownotateenageboythat'scontrol

byadick"

Me:shehadavisionaboutgogoNdoni"

Her:babyidlozionlylooksoutforthereown...

Dreamsandvisionmaylooklikesomethingyou

wishthemtobebutintegratingsomethingelseall

together...Sheonlybelievewhatshewantedto

believe...Themainfocusinherdreamsandvisions

istheprincessshegavebirthtoo"

Me:what!"



Her:Zitheloisthefirstfemalelionessinyourfamily

...Thatwhyshemustneverleavetheroyalhouse...

LamasimbaowenzayonoSlindileayangicika

becauseshecan'teventakecareofthatchildbusy

runningafteryou"

Me:mama,theysaythatshewaspossessed"

Her:sowhatifsheallowingademonintoherlife

impiloyakhe,sheshouldknowthatwithevery

actionthereconsequences

stopwalkingoneggshellswiththiswomen,she

oldenoughtoacceptrejectionandwalkawaywhat

thefuckiswrongwithhernxa...Youknowwhat

akangazikahlelongizodilanaye"

Me:whataboutZithelo"



Her:WillspeaktoPastorMajoziaboutthis...

Indlelaibuzwakwabaphambilimyboy"

Ilaughedandshookmyhead

Her:"what'ssofunny"

Me:Sbahleoncesaidthatverysamelinetome"

"Sheissmartwomen...youngbutsmart...Youlost

goodonetheremyboy"

Shestoodup

Her:letmemakeyoufood.."Shewasbusytalking

toherselfasshemadeherwaytothekitchen

Her:youandMbalimayhavethepowersbutyou



stillNeedguidance...Justlookatthismessyou

created,whatifNomakhweziwantedtodestroy

yourmarriageandyouplayedrightinhertrap"

Ipoopedmyeyesopen

"nevertrustthisthingstheyalwaysbargainswith

peopleslife"

Me:oohthixo"

Her:yini"

Me:itsomethingthatmomsaid"

.

.



Sli***

"congratulationsmissZwaneyou3months

pregnant"theDrsaidwipingthegell

Veliscreamed"ooohmyGodSliyoufinallydidit"

Ijustheldmyfaceandcriedno...nothiscan't

happen

Veli:oohWaittillweseetheQueenfacenow...You

finallygotyourseatbaby"

Me:it'soveritsallover"

Veli:what'swrong...YoucarryingthenextPrince

there...AndMvelowillhavenochoicetomarryyou



now"

Me:itsnotTreybaby"

.

.

ZihloboshouldItakeabrake?...OrshouldI

continue

.

.

sorryforanyspellingerrorwilleditlater

chapter56

.

.

goodnightinsetnotedited



.

...

Sbahle

"whyyoulookingatmelikethat"

Him:nothing"

YooMlondiissoannoyingIknowhewantstosay

somethingbutheisjustlookingatme

Me:yini!!"

Him:ok...Ok...IcannottellyoubutIcanshow

you"



Irolledmyeyes

Me:IhatesurprisesMlondi"

Him:IknowbutthisnotasurpriseOk...maybeits

kindais...ButeitherwayI'mgoingtoshowyou...

SowhileyouwereoutIdidsomedigging"

Me:digging"

Hebithislip...Yoolady'smybrotherishotbutonly

ifhedidnothavethatattitudehewilljustacatch

Him:thishouseisbigandIwonderedwhyitwas

notsoldliketherestofmydadsassetsandwhymy

uncleneverknewaboutit

Me:wenahowdidyouknowaboutit"



Him:let'sjustsayIhavemyways"

Istooduptookourplatethesink,hefollowedme

Him:haveyoucheckedoutotherroomsinthis

house"_

Me:oohdearbrotherifonlyIwantsdepressed

moppingovermythebreakupofmymarriageI

wouldhave"

Him:ha...ha...Hafunny"

HemadeafaceandIlaughedathim

Him:sorememberthosecupsyouboughtdadfor

fathersdaysandhisbirthdaywithdoesgoofy



quotes.."

Inoddedandsmiled

Me:helovethem"

Him:offcausedhedid,andsomehowIthink

comingherewasnocoincidence"

Me:haybowhatisthisallabout"

Hepulledmyhand"comeletmeshowyou"

Wewalkedtothebasementheswitchonthelight

andIheldmymouth

Me:mycups"_



Him:itstruewhattheysayAfatherholdshis

daughter’shandforashortwhile,butheholdsher

heartforever..."

Me:oohmyGodMlondi"

IranmyhandstothenicelydisplayedmugsIread

themout

OneofthegreatestgiftsI’veevergottencamefrom

God.Icallhimdaddy.”happyfatherday...love

Sbahle

“Dad.Hecanplaylikeakid,giveadvicelikeafriend,

andprotectlikeabodyguard.Myhero...Happy

birthday

“Daddy,thanksforbeingmyhero,chauffeur,



financialsupport,listener,lifementor,friend,

guardian,andsimplybeingthereeverytimeIneeda

hug.”–getwellsoonSbahl...ohmy

OhhmygodIlookateachandeveryoneofthiscup

andIlookedarounditwashisartstudio

Him:youstillthinkthiswasnotcoincidence"

Heheldmyshoulders

Him:youtheonlyonethathashistalentwhydon't

youtryandembraceit

Me:MlondiIhaven'ttouchapaintbrushover7

years"

Him:youstillhavethatpainfromthebreakup



soonitwillturnintoangeryoumysisterandwe

Bhenguwelaughhardandhateevenharder,Iwas

gladthatboy"

Me:Mvelo"

Him:yawhateverhimhepullyououtfromthat

darkwholeyouwereonceinbutlifeisnevera

straightlineandIwillhatetoseeyougetbackinto

it...Thisisyourescapeletmecarrytheanger,the

hatethebullshitforyoubutIwantyoutoescape

herethismustbeyouhappyplace"

Me:MlondiIdon'tknowwhattosay"

Him:justhorneryourfatherSbahleifyoucan'tdo

thisforyourselfthendoitforhim..Makehim

proud"



Me;...Idon'tknow"Ilookedattheknewpaint

brushandpaperIwasshocked

Me:youdidallthis?"

Him:yaa..Butstillkepttheoldinthatcorner"

Inodded

Me:Idon'tknowwhattosay"

Iwasfeelingveryemotionalnow...

Him:okstopmakingmeDrPhillorOprabutthe

thingisyoualwayshadgreatrelationshipwithdad

I'vemadeitmybusinesstoobserveyoutwothe

whilegrowingupAndI’veseensomeincredible,

beautifulthings.Likethelittlegirlwhowasnotvery



cute–herteethsofunnywithbracesandherhair

doesn’tgrowright,andshe’sgotonthickglasses–

butherfatherholdsherhandandwalkswithher

likeshe’satinyangelthatnoonecantouch.He

givesherthebestgiftawomancangetinthisworld:

protection.Andthelittlegirllearnstotrusttheman

inherlife.Andallthethingsthattheworldexpects

fromwomen–tobebeautiful,tosoothethe

troubledspirit,healthesick,sendthegreetingcard,

bakethecake–allofthosethingsbecometheway

wepaythefatherbackforprotectingussoamI

wrong?"

Irantohimandhuggedhim

Me:thankyou"

Him:I'mnotahuggerSbhahleyouknowthat"

Me:youandmebothbigbrother"



Him:aaaahman!

.

.

Mvelo

I'mswampwithworkandIsuddenlyheardaknock

onmydoor

Me:goawayI'mbusy"

"that'sthereasonwhyyouhavenotbeenreturning

mycallsandmassages"



IlookedupandSmiled"Austin...Haywhat'sbrings

youhere'

Ilimpuptogivehimabrohug

Him:sonowineedyohavereasontocheckupon

myfriend"

Me;iguessyoudon't"

Him;obviously...LookI'monlyhereforfewnight

solet'sgrabadrink"

Ilookedatthepaperworkonmydesk

Him:I'mnottakingnoforananswer"

Me:fuck"



Wewalkedtothenearestpubdowntheroadfrom

theofficeandsettleddownforsomedrinks

Him:howstheknee"

Me:I'mdreadingsurgerybutIthinkIneedtoseeDr

now"

Him:toldyouthatMlondiisnutcase"

Me:trustmeIknowhecrackmyjaw,brokemy

nose,brokemykneefracturedmylegandguess

whatIgottwobrokenribssoI'lldrinktothat"

Austinmouthwasonthefloor

Me:andyouknowwhatIdon'tmindgetting



anotherbeatingbecauseIplanongettingmywife

back"

Him:dudeareyoucrazy...Hedidtellyouhewill

killyounexttime"

Me;ifgettingkilledistheonlyoptiontogettingmy

wifebacksobeit"

Him:whatthefuckmanNo!"

Me:lookmanNotallrelationshipssurvivethetest

oftimeandtherewillalwaysbemomentswhenyou

wouldfeeltheneedtofinallygiveupandletgo.

However,it’snotalsothateasytojustdrop

everythingandleavebecauseyou’retalkingabout

somethingthatoncemadeyouthehappiestperson

intheworld–soimstuckinthefrustratingand

heartbreakingdilemmabetweenstayingandsaying

goodbye.AnddudeIain'tsayinggoodbye



Him:sohowdoyouplanondoingthat"

Me:Iwillwait..."Hechockedonhisdrink

Him:what...?

Inodded,"I'mjustgoingtoallowSbahletoTakea

breakandIknowdeepdownshehasnotsaid

goodbyeorcloseourchapterbutherheartisstill

bleedingfromwhatIputhertrough,Iwillnever

giveuponmyrelationshipjustyetbecauseaslong

aswebothbelieveinourloveforeachother,there

willalwaysbearainbowaftereverystorm.Maybe

wejustneedabreakfromeverything?AndForher

toTakeallthetimethatsheneed,"

Him:yooo!whothefuckareyouandwhatdidyou

dowiththeAssIcalledmyfriend"



Ilaughed

Me:youknowthatsayingthatyouneverknow

whatyouhavetillitsgonemfethuloosingSbahle

mademegrowupovernightyouonlyhavethatone

girl...Thatonegirlthatjustcompletesyou"

Henodded

Me:I'minnorushinfixingus...SheismyQueen

allwillfallintoplacewhenImakemymove"_

Him:yoooh!

Tryinganfixanalmostbrokenrelationshipwhile

thebruisedarestillvisible,itcanbeemotionally

taxinganditcanevenaffectherphysicallyand

emotionallysoIplantotakeiteasy.Shedeserveto



breathe–andrememberthatattheendofthis

remedy,ihaveherandshehasme

Me:sotellMeaboutMenzihowisheadjusting"

Him:dudIcan'tbelieveyoumademehisbossthe

guyiskillingushisloosingcasesasifhedidnotgo

tolawschool...I'mthinkingofputtinghimon

performancemanagement"

Me:naaagivehimfamilylawcases...Ithinkhe

maywinoneortwo"

Him:Treyyoukillingmehere...Ifyouwerenotmy

bossIwouldhavesaidfuckyou"

Me:weoutsidetheoffice..."Ilookedathim



Him:fuckyou!!!"_

Me:oohwellthankyoubro!"

WebustoutlaughedImissedthiswhiteredneck

.

Sli***

"Ihateofficemeetingtheyaresoformal"

HesetonthecouchsoIdecidedtofoldmylegs

undermydesk

Him:whatisthismeetingaboutbosslady"



Ireallydonotlikethisguyanditdoesnothelpthat

hisauramakesmesouncomfortable,Ifixedmy

hair,myhandsaresweatingandhisnoticingthis,

hestoodupandsetonmytable

Him:dinneratmyplacetonight"

Helickedhislipandranhishandonmyface,

Me:Mpilowhathappenedbetweenuswasa

mistakeandithastostop...I'mfixingthingswith

mybabydaddy"

Helaughedandstoodup"amistakeisakiss,"he

lockedmydoor"youtouchingmydick..isa

mistake."

Istoodup"whatareyoudoing"



Heclosedmyblinds

Me:Mpilopleasegetoutrightnow"

Him:makemebosslady"

Hewhispersinmyearmy"amistakeisnotyou

comebackoverandoveravertoridemydick...this

"Ifelthimraisingmyskirthepushedmetothe

couch...WhyamInotstoppinghimwhyamIeven

wetforhimIfeelmywallopeningupforhim

Me:mmmm"Iheldmymouth

Him:thisismepleasuringyouandyoulikeit"

Ishookmyhead



Him:doyoustillcallthisamistake"

Hedidnotmovehisbigblackcockthatwasburied

dipinsideofmelockedinbymywalls

Him:Icanstopifyoufeellikeitsstillamistake"

Heslowlypulledout

Me:pleasedon't"

Him"yesBosslady.."hewentinforthekill,my

virginswasonfire...Hefuckedmelikeawhorehe

neverkissedmeortouchedmebutjustdevoured

me

""helloEarthSilindile"IlookedupNolawaswaving

herhandatme



Me:I'msorryI'mnotfeelingwellIneedtogo"

Nola:Slycomeon...weneedthisaccountyou

can'tjustleaveyoujustforhere

Her:Nolaplease.."

Nola:yasureSliitsnotlikelyitsgoingtobethe

firsttimewhereIsinglyrunthiscompanyonmy

own"

_IwasacryingmessasIranouthowcanIbeso

stupidoutofalltheguyIcouldhavesexwithI

chosetheDurbanplayboytofuckmeandmakeme

pregnant...

.



.

Tobecontinued...almosttothefinishlineguyswe

wrappingupthisbook...iHaveapendingpage

thatIneedtoattendtoo..foryallwhodon'tknow

checkitoutanddropyourpagelike,followpage

anddropyourcomment...

.
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Sli***



IwalkedintoZithelobedroomshewaskneeling

downandprayingIlookedatherandsmiled,my

babyisgrowingupsofastandIhatethatIcaused

suchdriftbetweenherandherfather,IwantedTrey

tolovemeandtakemebacksomuchthatIlostmy

selfintheway,hetoldmehehatesfightingwithme

andrequestedthatwegototherapyforthesakeof

ZeebutstillagainIwasundertheinfatuationthat

hewillbemine,hetoldmetimeandtimeagainthat

heisinlovewithhiswifeandhewillnevertakea

secondwife,Sbahlecompletedhim,andhewish

thatIrespecthiswifebecauseSbahlealsorespect

meadhisbabymama.

Hetoldmethatitsnoteasylettinggoofsomeone

youtaughtyoubelongtobutGodsplansarenever

whatwewantbutwhathewantsfromus,he

remindedmetheimportanceofprayerbutIwas

justtoofargone,himbeinginmyhouseand

talkingtomemorelikecounselingmemademe

seethelightthathewasneverminetoclaimbutI



hadhopethatGodcanjustlistentomyprayedand

givemethisperfectfamilyIsobadlywanted...But

yetagainInevertooktimetokneeldownandask

Godforthat...Ihatedhimfortakingmydreamand

givingittoanotherwomen.

ThedayTreylefthetoldmehecannothelpmeifI

cannoteventrytohelpmyself..Hewasbroken

andtoldmehelosteverythingbecausehewanted

tobethereformeasthemotherofhischild,that

was6monthsago...Ilosthimandmydaughter

sufferedintheprocess,Iseekcomfortinanother

mansbedbutcameoutwithababythatwasnot

planedanditturnedouttobeveryuglywhenI

confrontedMpiloaboutit.

"areyoutryingtotrapmewiththebaby?...Fuck

womenyoubetterkillthatthing...Orgotellwho

evermadeyoupregnantaboutthisbaby...thiswas

justsex...YoumustbecrazyifyouthinkI'minlove

withyou"Mpilodeniedthebabynotonlythathe



resignedfromwork...Mylifejustwentfromslithe

motivationalspeakertoslithewhore...Mpilo

postedavideoofushavingsex"mybossthe

motivationalspeakerwithatightpussysheeven

screamsGodsnameswhileI'mfuckingherbrains

out"thevideoisgoingviral...Ijustwishtopack

mythingsleavesouthAfrica,mylifeisfinishedthis

isjusttoomuch.

Her:inJesusnameAmen"Ilookedatmybaby

andwipedmytears

Me:Amen"shelookedupatmeandsmiled

Her:whyyoucryingmammy"

Me:mommyissadbaby"

Her:come"



Iwenttoherandsatongetbed

Her:kneelmommyGodneedyoutorespecthim

whenyouSpeckingtohim"

Me:ooh...Whotaughtyouallofthis"

Shesmiled

Her:Hle-hle,shesaidthatwhenwecrywemust

neverforgettoprey,shesaidthattearsarea

windowstosadnessandifweprayGodwillwipe

ourtearsandmakeushappy,sotryitmommy"

Me:IthinkImadeGodmad"

Shegiggle



Her:GodisforgivingGodmommy..Youwantto

knowhowyoucanpraybutalsohaveachatwith

God?"

Inodded

Her:Hle-hlesaidthatwhenweprayweneedto

StartoffbythankingGodforbeingwithusandfor

providingforourfamily,thankhimforhisgreat,

unconditionallove,"

Me:wow...Whatelsedidsheteachyouabout

praying"

Her:thatwemust



AskGodtoforgiveourmistakes.

Then,presentourneedsandrequeststohim,

Closewiththankingandpraisinghimforallofhid

blessingstous,

Doyouyouwanttotryitmommy

Inodded

Iwipedmytearsandheldmyhandstogether

Me:

LordGod,Itrustinyoutoday.Ithankyouthatyou

keepturningthepagesofmylife.Everydayyougive

meanewbeginning...



OLord,Iamsosorry.Ilaybeforeyoumyregret,my

guiltandmyheartache.Iaskforyourforgiveness,

andtrustinyoureverlastinggracetoredeemme

andguidemeintherightway.Thankyouforyour

goodnesstome,Jesus.Iloveyou.Amen.

Her:youwillbeOKnowmom...Rememberasa

Godschildonlyyoucanallowthedevilinsideof

youPrayeverydaymomandyouwillbeok"

IfeltthiswaveofemotionsrunningovermeIcried

inmydaughterarmsandIfeltahugeburdenbing

liftedoff

Me:thankyoubaby"shejumpedintoherherbed

"don'tthankmethankGod"

Me:whoteachesyouallthisthings"



Her:hle-hle...shemyQueen,goodnightmom"she

turnedherbackatmeasIlookedatherandfelta

glimpseofguiltallalongIhavebeenhatingona

Godfearingwomen...

.

.

Sbahle***

Itookalongwalkdownthecoast,andImustsayI

lovehowthebreezehitmyface,Isetdownand

lookedattheseaandlookedatmyringIsmiled

Everythinginsidemewantstoscreamandyellto

theentireworldhowmuchIhateMveloandhow

muchIneverwanttoseehimagain.Butthatwould



bealieIcouldn'tlivewith.AsmuchasIwant

peopletothinkhisthebiggestasshole,deepdown,

Idon't.

ForthepastmonthsthatIhaveknownhim.Hehas

beenmyrock.ThepersonIlookedforwardto

talkingtoeverysingleday,theoneIcouldtrustwith

mylifeandtheoneIwouldneverstoploving,I

misshimsomuch,hislaugherthewayhehate

wearinghisT-shirt

"babeputaT-shirtonwegotmaidsinthehouse

thatunabletoworkwithyouwalkingaroundwith

youperfectabs"

Him:thisbelongstoyoutheycanlookbutthey

can'ttouch...besidesIgotacrazywifethatwillput

themtoorderiftheystarthavingandideas"

Imissedhowmuchhelovedtocallme"mkami..



Mywife...MabhenguNgiyakuthathanda"

Growingupaftermyfatherdiedineverthoughtthat

theywillbeanothermanwhowilllovemetheway

heusedtoo,Mvelohastaughtmesomuchmore

thanIcouldimagine.Hetaughtmetolove

unconditionally,andIcanneverthankhimenough.

DayslikethisImisseverythingaboutMvelo.Imiss

wakingupnexttohimandhearinghissilent

snoring,thewayheheldmetightandhowhis

bonermademefeeluncomfortablebuthotand

hornyatthesametime,IseehimsmilewhenI

closemyeyes,histouchIwishtofeelandhis

kiss.I'llmissouradventuresandallofthecrazy

timeswehadtogether.Iguessallthingsreallydo

cometoanend...buthowcanGodgivememan

thatwassentfromheaventolovemeandhetake

himaway...WasIneverenoughforhimthat'swhy

hechoseheroverme,wasInotsexyenoughthat's

whyheneverwantedtohavestaywithme...Iknow

forafactthathewasmylessonalessontonever

lovesomeonesomuchbecausetheycanalways



leave...

"hemusthavereallybrokeyourheartforyoutocry

outloudlikethisinpublic"

Ilookeduptherewassomeguystandingoverme

offeringmehishandkerchief

IdidnotrealisethatIwascryingoutloud,Isnatch

thehandkywipedmyteasblowmynoseandgaveit

backtohim

Me:thankyou"

Istoodupandwalkedaway,livinghimstunnedat

myactions.welltheunapologeticSbahleisbackI

laughedtomyself



TheminuteIgothomeIwaswelcomebyshouting

Me:mom!"

Shewasmadreallymad

Her:what'sthisIhearthatyouleftyouhouse6

monthsago!!"

Mlondi:hehurthermom!!"

Mom:angikhuluminawewena"

Mlondi:yeahwhateverI'moutofhere"hewalked

outleavingmewithdragonLady

Her:talk"



Me:momItookallyouradvisebuthestillchoseher

overme"

Mom:whydidn'tyoucometome"

Mom:kanjanimawhenyoukeeptellingmeto

bekezela..Emendwenikuyabekezelwa"

Her:itsfigureofspeechSbahleeverymothersays

thattotheredaughterwhentheyfacemerital

problems,Iwasnotgoingtochaseyouawayuma

ufikaekhaya..Mtanami...Kodwaumthwala

ubunzimakangakaandyoudidnotcometome?"

Shestartedcrying

Me;I'msorryma...Ijustwantedtoleavethat

houseandneverlookback,Iknewthathisfamily



willlookformeathomeandIwasnotreadytoface

him"

Her:baby...I'msosorryIfailedyouyetagain"

Me:nomomyoumademestrongerIwassomeone

wife...aQueenofhislandyourwordsdidnotbrake

mebuttheymademe,butIcouldnotstaywitha

manwho'sheartbelongtoanother"

Her:ooohbaby...I'msosorry"

Me:Ilovehimmom"Icouldnotstopthetears,I

justcriedtheresomethingaboutbeinginour

mothersarmsthatjustmakesburiedpaincome

rushingbackout

Her:itsokMybabymamaishere"



.

.

Mvelo***

"thankyouBanzi"

Him:yahwhateverdon'tmentionit,sohowlong

areyougoingtostalkingher"

Me:nonofyourbusinessbro...Howlongdidyou

stalkMpume"

Mpumeishiswife

Him:wellthatwasfatebro...itsawholedifferent

story"



IchuckledIhadaskedBanzitolookforSbahle

locationandwithhisspecialoopsbackgroundhe

cantrackapersonjustinfewminutesandboomhe

goteverything

Him:youreallydoingthis?"

Me:yaIneedmygirlback"

Him:Mlondistillhastightsecurityoverher,heis

watchinghereverymove"

Me:fuck...Itsbeen6monthsbrowhatthehack?"

Him:shestillishisbabysistersoitcaneventakea

yearsforhimtolethisguarddown..."



IlookeddownweweretalkingviaSkype

Him:youknowIcanabducthimforfewdayand

youworkyourcharmonyourwifeandwinherback

theminutewelethimgoshewilllongbegoneand

inyourarms"

Me;what...Fuckno.."

Him:hayjustthinkaboutit..."

Hehadstraightfaceonwhichmeanshewasnot

bluffing,wellhimandMlondididnotgetalongfrom

whatSbutoldmeandlookslikeitwasmoreof

personalitything,theyjustsoalike...

Me:how'sSbu...?"Ihadtochangethesubject

thinkingaboutSbahlejustgotmeangryshesofar

andIhavenocluewhatshethinksofme...Will



sheeventakemebackifshedoeswillsheever

truestmealotwasgoingthroughmymindand

drivingmecrazyIlookedatBanzionthescreen

Hescratchhishead"badmanreallybad...You

nerdtospeaktohimbro"

Me:Idon'tknowhesaidhedon'twanttoseemeor

myBabybecauseweremindhimofPam..Ithink

hisnotyetmoaningorgrievingforPambutpretty

madthatshelefthim ..Isawwhiskybottle

shatteredinpiecesonPamtombstonethelasttime

Iwasthere"

Him:what!"

Me:itslikehefightingwithher..."

Him:nowanderZoehiredacleaningcompanyshe



saidthehousewasamasswhenshegotthere"

InockdisturbedmeitwasmyP.A

"siryouneedtobeincourtin15min"

Inodded"lookmanthankyouagainforthepics

andmywife'slocation..Iowyouone...Ineedtogo

dutycalls"

WesaidourgoodbyesandIlookedatthefilehe

gaveme,firstthingIdidwaslookatherpicturesI

ranmyhandsonmylaptopscreen,

"Imissyousomuch"

"yousobeautiful..I'msososorry"



Ismiledwipingthetearsonmyeyesshelookedso

innocentandIfuckupandbrokeherheartThere

willneverbeadaythatgoesbythatshewon'trun

throughmyhead.Witheverywordthat'ssaid,

somethingaboutitremindsmeofhermybeautiful

wife,WhenIthinkaboutherlastwords,I'llalways

feellikescreaming,"Don'tleave!...Ineedyou..

Don'tdothistome...Tous"illalwaysremember

hercrying,butIstillchoseanotherwomenoverher

itwasselfishofmeaskinghertostayinsucha

situationIjustwantedtohavemybreadbutterson

bothsidesnotconsideringherfeelings

Shewatchedmecryandandshestillhad

everythinginhertolookmeintheeyesandsayyou

don'twantthisanymore...Iwassuchafool,how

canIallowSilindiletomanipulatemelikethisafter

everythingIhavedoneforhershestillhadtotake

awaytheonlythingthatgavemejoy,yesIfucked

heroverbutsheallowedmetoandwhenIsaidit

over"itsover"Goddamit



ThefactthatSbahleleftmeeverythinginsideofme

wasleftbroke.It'sstillhardtobreathe.Andit'sall

becauseofthepersonIloveI'llhatetothinkthat

shedon'tmissme.EvenifIdoeverysecondofthe

day.

Itrytobelievethatmaybethisisforthebest,that

sheletgoofmemaybeitwouldmakeherrealize

whatshehad.Thatmaybesheneededtoloseme

formetofindheragain.Iknowtimingisimportant

andmaybesheain'treadyforme.Iknowforfact

thatShewasmylessonthatIneedtospendallmy

daysinthislifeshowingherhowmuchIloveher...

Shouldshegivesmemeasecondchance

.

.
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IwipedmyhandsandlookedatitandItwasthe

sameastheoneinmydreams,Ittookalotinmeto

paintandwhenIfinallydoIpaintapicturethat

looksthesametheoneinmydreams,Ihaveno

ideawhybutmyhandsstartedpaintingandIcould

notstop,itsbeenalmost24hrsinthisbasement

andIfinallyfinished...

Mlondi:wow!"

Hesaidbehindme

Him:sisiyoudidthis?"



Irolledmyhandandtookhisplateinhishandwow

food,Ibiteinhisstakesandwich..mmmmmit

tastesogood

Hetookapictureofitandtalkedabouttalkingto

guywhoknowsaguyandwecansellthis

Me:mmmno"

Him:Sbahlethisisgood...Youneedtoshowthis

totheworld"

Me:itsmyfirstpaintingandIdon'tknowitsnot

eventhatgood"

HelookedatmeasifImessedupmyface



Him:letmebeyourmanagerandbabygirlIwill

takeyouplaces"

Ilaughedathim,whatdoesheknowaboutbeinga

managerinthefirstplace

Ilaughed

Him:oohbythewaythereisguynameZuki..zuls

orsomethinglookingforyou?"

Me:ooohmyGodandyoutellingmethisnow?"

Him:wellya..."

Me:Mlondi!!"

IrushedupstairswellZukoistheguyfromtheart



galleryIwenttowithMveloonourlastdate...Yesit

was,anywayhewasdoinghisothershowcasein

grahmtownartgallerymomtookmetherethree

monthsbackwhenshewashereandwebumped

toeachother,wellhisbeengreathelpwithgetting

mebackinthegameofartwellIwillnotcallhim

myfriendbutwehangout,hisshowedmefew

tricksandluckyforhimIlearnfast,

Him:sorrytocometoyourhouseannounced...

Yourhighness'

Ilookedathim

Hechuckled

Him:I'msorrySbahle"

That'smorelikeit



Me:what'sbingsyouhere?...Ihopemybrother

didnotgiveyouahardtime"

HetriedtohugmebutstoppedheknowshowIfeel

aboutthishugshit

Mlondi:Idid..WhoisthisZuli..."

Me:itsZuko..AndItoldyouabouthimhisart

teacher"IcallhimthatbecauseIcanactuallysay

wefriendsweonlymeetinpublicplaceslikeparks,

Beach,mallsandmuseum andheteachesmefew

thingsandlateronwegrabsomethingtoeatand

wepartways..WellDidycallswhatI'mgoingwith

Zukogoingondates,buthowwouldIknowIhave

neverbeenindatebefore,I'mjustan18whodid

notlastamonthinhermarriage,Ionlykissedone

guyandonlybeenwithoneguy,beingwithZuko

itsdeferenthisnotclosetobeingMvelonotthatI



wanthimtobebuthisopenoutgoingandlotoffun

Mlondi:soartboyufunanila?"

Me:Andwhat'sinitforyou...,youknowwhat

don'tanswerthat...Zukoletmegofreshinupwill

bewithyoushortlyandwenabehave"Ipointedat

Mlondi,Irushedtothebathroomtookquickshower

putonmydenimdressandwhitekicksandfixed

myhair,tookmyslingbagmyphoneandlipgloss

yepI'mgoodtogo

andIwasout,IfoundMlondigivingthepoorguy

anintimidatinglookoohbrotherplease

Me:comelettakeawalk"

Hedidnotthinktwicebuthewasuponhisfeet



Mlondi:youtouchherIcutyourhands"

Me;mlondi!"_

Zuko:isyourbrotheralwayslikethat?"_

Me:no..Youcaughthiminagoodmoodtoday"

Him:whatifthatishisgoodmood...Idon'twantto

knowwhathisbadornormalmoodislike"

Welaughed

Me:hejusttoooverprotective...Butdon'tmindhim

..sowhatbringsyoutothispartoftown"

Him:washopingwecouldcheckoutthegraffiti

andmaybehandoutinthebeachsomesurfers



decidedtothrowabeachparty"

Me;whatIneverbeentobeachparty"

Him:comeyouwilllikeit"

Ismiled,wellwewalkedthereandomustsayIlove

howcoloursinfusewitheachotheringraffitithis

madskillnodoubt

Him :letmeshowyouhoweasyitis"

Hetookacanofsprayanddidhisthingandlooked

likemynameattheend

Me:wow"

Him:tryit..."



Me:nooI'mnotinyourleagueasyet"

Him:ohcomeonSbahlelivealittleandtryit"

Itookspraypaintshookabitandwroteontopof

Sbahle'HLELO'_thatthenamemeandMveloplan

togiveourfirstbaby

Him;andthat?"

Me;justaname..."henodded,wewalkedtothe

beachandmymoodwasalreadysournow,I

wantedtogobackhomeandcry...ImissMveloso

muchanditdoesnothelpthateverythingIdo

remindsmeofhim,

Wellthebeachwaspackedanditsstillchilly

becausewejustgotoutofwintermonthbutgirls



hereareswayingwhattheremothergavethem

goodLord

Him:oohcomelet'sgositovertherethatmy

causingtheoneItoldyouaboutthatwashaving

21firstbirthday"

Inoddedandfeltguiltbecauseheinvitedmeandi

bluntlysaidNo

Ilookedathim

Him;IunderstandandtrustmeI'moverthat"

Hemaysoundassuringbuthewasprettysadthat

day"_

Me:yesoffcause.."Sbahlewhatdidyoujustdo



youagreedtositwithabunchofloudmouths...

Helloyouhatecrowds...ButhowwillIknowIhate

crowdifIdon'ttrythisexperience...Ikepttelling

myself..."

Wellitlookslikepeoplecameincoupleshereand

thisguywasholdingmybacknowifI'mcounting

headsthereweresixpeoplehere

"oohhandkerchiefgirlisthatyou"Ilookedatguy

andfrowned

Him:don'ttellmeyouforgotaboutme...Soguys

rememberwhenItoldyouthatImeetthisgirlinthis

verysamebeachcryinghereyesoutandwheni

offerhermydesignerhandkerchiefsheblewher

noseinitandhandeditbackyomeandsaid...wait

forit"tankyou""theyallbustoutandlaughedfuck

smalltownpeopledon'tyoujusthatethem

everybodyjustknowseveryone



Zuko:wowreallywasthatyou?"

Helookedatme

Me:Ihadnouseforitanymoresobacktothe

sender"

Theyallbustoutandlaughed...Therearereally

loud...ZukointroducesmeandIsuckwithnames

andneverpaidanyattentiontothemI'mrudelike

thatsobitemeIsetdownonwhatlookedlikea

beachtowelbutdecidedtodustthesandoffirst

"_drink"askedagirlinpurplebraids...Boldcolour

forherskintonebuthayI'mnotheartojudge..

Zuko:noSbahledoesnotdrink.."_hegavemea

canofcoke...OohboyreallyIwillbeburpingtill



kingdomcome,ImissdaywhenMvelosurprised

mewiththickcocktailjuiceandthequite

environmentonlyourheartbeatwilldothetalking

Zuko:areyouok:

Me:yap"

Him:areyousure?"

Me:yes"...NoI'mnotsureaboutthisbutIfeellike

itstheleastIcoulddoforhimfortheworkhehas

putinintohelpingmeconnectwithpaintingagain

...SothisismythankyoutohimsincehrrefusedI

payhim,funnythatwehave7mouthsspeakingall

atoncebutmymindwasonthemanIcannotbe

with,Theywerelaughingandjokingaroundwellif

thiswhatdrunkteenagersdoIratherstuffmyface

withfoodandwatchNetflixinmyroom,



Zuko:yousureyouok"

Inoddedandsmiledasheputhisarmsaroundmy

shoulder,

,Zukoisjustthoseguythatneverpayanyattention

tohowhelooks,hismouthindicatesthathisa

heavysmokerandhishairJesusIdon'twanttogo

there,hisdirtylook,lookscoolformostgirl..You

knowtheEmteekindofalookbuthejustnotmy

type

Him:thanksforhangingoutwithme"

Me:I'msorryforcuttingyourfunshortbutyou

knowhowmybrotherislike"

Soafterspendingthelonghoursofmylifewiththe

loudcrewImadeMlondimyescapegoat



Him:Iknow...Butthanksanyway...Breakfast

tomorrow?....pleeeeeese?"

"Idon'tknow"

Him:pleaseSbahle"hewastipsyandhimbeingon

myfacewasjustannoyingmenow

Me;okkwl...ButIgottochosetheplace"

Hehuggedme...Bloodyheal?

Him:thankyou"andhekissedmycheek,he

winkedatmeandranoff,whatthefuckjust

happen?

.



.

Mvelo***

IcamebacktoSouthAfricafordamagecontrolmy

planwastocomenextmonthtodosomething

specialforSbahleonherbirthdaymonthandtry

andtowinheroverbutyetagainAustindecidedto

hidthesextapescandalnewsfromme,notjust

hideitfrommebutdonothingaboutit...Comeon

wetalkingaboutthemotherofmybabyhereifit

wasn'tforMenziloudmouthIwouldn'thaveknow,

sohereIaminsomewherehousebeatingtheshit

outofthismotherfuckerandhehadtheaudacityto

tellmehissorry,

"youjustmassedupmyshirtyouasshole"_

"Ididn'tknowshewasyourbabymamaiswear"



Me:youmissingthepointhere"Igavehim

anotherblowIwasmadIwasreallymad.

IknewtherewassomethingfishywhenKokotold

methatSlileftbabyZeeandshewasnotinher

rightstateofmind,sheaskedmeifiwastheone

responsibleforherbeingpregnantagainthatwas

shockingnewtomeaswellbecauseInevertouch

SliorevensleptwithherImaybeeverythingbutI

respectedmywife,andwentoutthewrongwayto

helpsli,Iwasnotgoingtocheatonmywifewith

mybabymamanever!IrespectedSlitomuchto

makehertheotherwomen,allididwasjusttryand

helphertogetbacktotherightpathandIhopped

bytalkingtoherandtherapywithherwasgoingto

dothetrickbutshewasjustfargone.

whenIaskedAustinaboutherhesaidhedoesn't

knowbutMenziandhisbigmouthdecidedtosend

Methesextapeandspillthebeansaboutthisguy,



IwasfumingregardlessthatmeandSliarenot

togethersheisstillthemotherofmychildandIwill

foreverrespecthershegavemeagiftalifeandshe

willalwayshasaspecialspaceI'mmyheartIknow

Iamass,aJackbutIwasbroughtuptoknowthe

truevalueofawomenandthatwhythatwheneverI

getintoheatedargumentwithawomenIworkaway

Awomanshouldalwaysbetreatedwithrespect.

Undernocircumstancesshouldarguments

escalatetoapointwhereyou’reattackingand

bringingherdown.Theseactsofdisrespectlack

respectandcaneasilyturnintoemotionaland

physicalabuse.Nomatterwhereanargument

takesyou,youshouldpracticeself-controland

openlycommunicatewhat’sbotheringyou.Giveher

thesamerespectyou'dwant,Ifyou’redoing

anythingthatcompromisesthat,thanjustwalk

away

Me:youmadeherpregnant...Youdeniedthebaby

...Andifthatwasnothumiliatingenoughyou

spreadherassonthesocialmediayouknowhow



muchmoneyIhadtospendtoremovethatlink

fromthemedia!!"

Mpilo:imtruelysorryIdidnotknow..foroneI'm

goingtroughstuff,IwasnotthinkingandIwas...'

Me:Austinyourhiredthisfilthtoworkinmy

company.....Mycompany!!!"

Mpilopoppedhiseyesout

"oohyesmotherfuckerI'mthe"Mnguni"onthe

Mnguniandassociate...Thatisonthewallofthat

buildingthatmyfirmmynameandyouJustkissed

yourcareergoodbye"

Him:pleasesirIneedthisjob..."



Heheldmylegandkickedhisface

Me:youshouldhavethoughtaboutthatbeforeyou

scaredmybabymamaforlife,getthispieceofshit

outofmysight,myguardstookhimItookoffmy

shirtandmademywaytothenearesttaptowashy

bloodyhands

Me:whatyouconnectionwiththisMpiloguy

Austin?"

Him:ah...aaah"

Me:sothereisaconnection?'

Him:lookTrey...IdidnotknowhewasseeingSli

thatwasnotwhatweagreedon...SoMzamo..."



Me:whatthefuck...I'msofuckandtiredofmy

familymeddlinginmybusiness...Ifitsnotmy

ancestorsitsMzamoandkoko.....I'mbusydoing

damagecontrolnowwhileIshouldbebusytrying

tofixthingswithmywife!!!...andbonawhereare

theynow!!!"

IreceivedatextfromBanziwithSbahleandsome

fuckboy

"lookslikeyourgirlisdating"

Me:whatthefuck!!!"Ithrewmyphoneacrossthe

room

.

.
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Sbahle***

IfoundMlondiwithsunnyinthehousethereeyes

werefixedonthelaptopandassoonasIcame

walkedinMlonditheyshutthelaptop

Me:areyouguyswatchingporn?"



Sunny:Somethinglikethat"

Mlondi:no!!"

TheytalkedatthesametimeandIjustlaughedat

them

Me:uphekile?"

IaskedMlondiandhelookedatmefunnyand

walkeduptomeandsniffedme

Him:yousmellofweed"

Shittheloudcrewweresmokingit

Me:iwasn'tsmokingit'



Him:oohyehIknowthat...Butthathighmother

fuckertookyououttowherehesmokes...Sbahle

comeon...Whatifsomethinghappenedtoyou"

Me:likewhatwhenyougotpeoplefollowingme

around"

Him:....

Ikissedhischeek,"goodnight"

Him:I'mstillgoingtokillthathighhead..."

Me:noyouwon'tbecauseyouonlytrytokillpeople

I'minlovewith..."

Him:people?...Dudeyouonlyinlovethatthat



Mnguniguy"

Ilookedathim

Me:what?"

Him:Iknowyoustilldo,I'mnotstoppingyoufrom

datingoranythingbuttrychoosingguysthatarein

hisleaguesthisartteacherisnotarightfitforyou"

Me:ifIdidn'tknowbetterIwillsayyoulikedMvelo

forme"

Him:whatfuckno...Whyyoutwistingmywords...

"

Me:andforyourinformationiwasnotdatingZuko

hewasjusthelpedmewithfindingmylonglost



passion"

Him:yawhatever,youhavebeenoutandabout

withthishighheadandtrustmethatcalleddating,

ifyounotinterestedinhimjustcallitquite"

Me:Igotyoutodothatforme...whatisthatyoudo

youroughenthemupright"

Him:Sbahledon'tactsmartwithme..."

Hecalledout

"goodnightsunny"

Sunny"Nkosazane"Igotintomyroomandtook

myphoneandtextedDidyabouttoday'sevent,I

wishIwashersheisenjoyingthevarsitylifeand



doingherself,Idon'tknowhowsheconvincedher

dadtocontinuedoingfashionbutshedoingwhat

shelovesandshelooksveryhappy,Icansay

proudlynowthatshetheonlyfriendIhavemeand

ZimhitrockbottomandIhaven'theardfromherin

monthsandIjuststopreachingoutforher.

DidywaslaughinglikecrazywhenIfinishedtelling

heraboutmyoutingtonight

Her:soyougoingtodobreakfastwithhim?"

Me:nopMlondiwillscarehimoffIknow"

Her:yousuchasnobitwasabeachpartyfor

cryingoutloudyouwereboundtositonthesand

anddrinkfuzzydrinks"

Me:oohhellno..."



Her:youmyfrienditstruewhattheysay

princessesarenotmadetherearebornwenayou

sousedtothefinerthingsinlifeandnomanwill

topMvelogame"sheisright

Me:lasttimeiwasatthebeachitlikethesea

waves,theseabreezeandthesandundermyfeet

spokethesamelanguage,Mvelowalkednexttome

withhishandsonhispocketandtoldmeabouthis

life,schoolandfamilyhewasinnorushand

listenedtomewhenItalked,Istuffedmyfacewith

lotofjunkfoodandhemadefunofhowmyeye

closedwhenIlaugh,

hewillstopandmovethehairfrommyface,he

wasgentlewithmeandwantedtogettoknowme,

hecomplimentedmeonhowbeautifulIlookand

thesmellofmyperfume,hepaidextraattentionto

detailtomyeverymovewhichmademefallforhim

,Iwillneverforgerhowhewashedmyfeetand



tookoffhisT-shirttowipemyfeetwith,before

puttingmyshoeson...ThatmyfirstdateIenjoyed

withaguyatthebeachandIdon'tseenootherguy

toppingit"

Her:willyoutakehimbackiftomorrowhewill

showupatyourdoorstep"

Me:Ilovehim"

Her:iknowthatbutwouldyou?"

Me:Idon'tknowDidy,..."

Her:theysayifyoustillholdingontosomeonelike

youstilldochancesarehisholdingontoyoutoo,

justprepareyourselfsweetheartbecauseoneof

thisdayMrMnguniwillcomeandclaimwhathis"



.

.

Mvelo***

"I'msorry"_IwasonacallwithSlithiswomenis

sostupidandI'mdonecleaninguphermess,she

onlyknowhowtocryandsaysorry,

Me:youdon'towmenoapologiseyounothingto

meSilindile...YouthemostnaivewomenIhave

everknownallyougoodatisrunningawaywhen

thetoughgetgoing,didyouthinkhowthiswill

affectZithelo..?_"

Shewascryinganddidnotanswer



Me:don'tgetmewrongIdidwhatIdidformychild

notforyou,youwhoringaroundisnonofmy

businessbutIdon'twantmychildtobelabeledas

adaughterofwhore,thatwillscareherforyears,

justknowthatI'mcuttingalltieswithyoufixyou

selfupandstayawayfrommeandmybaby"

"butTreyshe'smydaughter"

Me:youshouldhavethoughtaboutthatwhenyou

weresleepingwithmanwhomakessextapesinthe

verysamehousemydaughterwassleepingunder,

heispervet"

Iclosedmyeyesjustthinkingtheworse,whatif

MpilodecidedtohurtZithelo...whileSliwasfucked

uppassedout,

IshouldhavenevertrustedSilindilewithmy

daughtertherageIhaveforthiswomeneightnow



I'mjustgladI'mnotnexttoherbecauseGodknowI

wouldhavelostit

Me:theproblemwithyouisthatyoudon'tthink,

youlovethetitleofbeingavictimsfuckmamIdon't

evenknowwhatIsawinyou,youdisgusting

Silindile"

Shecontinuedtocry

Me:I'mtakingfullcustody

ofmydaughteryouwillhearfrommyattorney"

Her:"pleaseTreyno!"

Me:Godgaveyouasecondchancetobeamother

hopeyoutryanddothatright...GoodbyeSilindile"



Idroppedthecallandtosseditaside

MeputtingMpiloonthelinehadnothingtodowith

howIfeelaboutSliwhichIfeelnothingforher,but

Ihavegirlchild,whatIsawmademehatebeinga

manawomenviolatedandspreadoutand

showcasetothemediaisjustsicktoseethat,I

thoughtabouthowthiswillaffectZeeandmy

image,themediawillhaveputtwoandtwo

togetherandfoundoutthatSilindileismybaby

mamahowwasthatgoingtolooktomypeople,I'm

multimillinerbusinessmanandanybadwrapcan

affectmybusiness,I'mlinkedtoSliviemychildbut

itsbestIcutthosetieswithher,shehascaused

menothingbuttroubleandheadacheI'mselfishfor

takingmydaughterfromherIdon'tgiveashithow

peoplewilllabelme,butfromnowonmyfamily

comesfirst.IlookedAustinnexttomehewas

busyholdingontohisnosewithaclothfilledwith

ice



Ilookedathimandclickedmytongue...

ThetakeoverwillbrakeSliIknowbutthatnonof

mybusiness..Itsbusinesssheshouldhavepaid

moreattentiontoherbusinessthenwhoringaround

,

BesidethatwhatwedotheMngunilogistic

companybuyoutsmallcompany'sandturnthem

tomoneymakingmachinesitsnotpersonalbutjust

businessshewillgetoverit

Austin:didyouhavetopunchme"

Me:didyouhavetolietome?"

Imademywaytothepilot"howfarareweon

landing"



"10mintops"hesaid

Me:Good"

IcalledZeeandsheanswered,shewasverychatty

asalwaysIneedtofindthebestschoolforher,the

levelintelligentinherscaresmeattimes...forher

ageitsjustnotnormal.

,aftertalkingZee,ibuckleupwefinallylandedin

Easterncape..ItstimeItookmywifeback.

.

.

I'mtyping...
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Mvelo

IjustlandedineasterncapemeandAustinwe

bookedinsomehotel.aftertakingalong

disservingshowerIdressedupinmyrippedjeans,

renelizardblackandwhiteT-shirtandwhite

airforceSnickers

Austin:sowhatyourplan?"

Me:Idon'thaveany"



Helaughedatmeassetdown

Him:Idoubtsheisseeingthatguy"

Me:Idon'tknowmanIhurtherprettybad"

Him:youareacuteguynottoforgivelookathowI

justforgottenthatyoupunchmefewhoursback"

Me:Austincanyoufocusplease...Ineedyourhelp

inthis"

Him:ok...ok,solookingatSbahleweknowthat

sheisaculturegirlandvaluethemaninherlife

...sotogettoheryouneedtoapologizetoMlondi"

Me:what??fuckno...Heisgoingtobustmyballs



"

Him:hemusttrustyoutotakeSbahleback,you

areagoodguyIknowthat,Sbahleknowsthatbut

hisbrothersnotsomuch"

Me:sowhatdoIsaytohim"

Him:yourintentionswithherlittlesister"

IranmyhandsonmyfacenowhowonearthamI

supposetodothat?"

Him:speakfromtheheartdudeyouanattorney

andhaveneverlostacasesoyougotconvincing

skillstoyouradvantage"

Me:letmegetgoingifIdon'tpicupmycallsinthe



nexthourjustknowthathehasjustkilledme.

HechuckledasIwalkedoutwerantedacarsohere

Iwasdrivingtothereplaceamillionthoughtswere

runningtroughmymindwhatdoIsaywhatdoIdo,

butIwasnotbackingdownIwantedmywifeback

maybeAustinwasrightIneedtogaintrustfrommy

in-lawsforthemtoseehowworthyIamtobethere

daughterhusband,awisewomenbymesayinga

wisewomenI'mreferringtoPam,shetoldmethat

ing

"youneedtohonoryouwifeatalltimessheis

bringingvaluetoyourlifenottheotherwayaround

neverthinkbypayingloboloforheryouownherbut

alwaysthankyourin-lawsforgivingyoutheremost

pricelessjewelry"backthanIhadnocluewhatshe

meantbythatbutwhenlookinatitnowIfully

understandThewordhonormeanstoshowrespect.

Itinvolvestreatingotherswithkindnessanddignity.



SohereiamIjustpackedoutsidethereyard

debatinginmyheadwhatwillthisguydotome,I'm

nervousandIfeellikepeeingmyself,

"whatthefuckareyoudoinghere"

Iswallowshardasthebloodbuffedguystoodin

frontofmeeyeingmeupanddownWhetheryou

arerecentlymarriedandtryingtosettherighttone,

orhavespentyearsworkingtowinoveryour

spouse'shandin

marriage,gettingyourin-lawstolikeyouisthe

mosthardestthingever.Ihavespendfourdays

tryingtospeakwithguyandeverytimehedoesthe

craziestthingever,thefirstdayicameherehe

slammedthedooronmyfaceaftershittingonme

andswearingmelikehislifedependentonit

,Iswallowedmyprideandwalkedaway,



Icamebackthenextdayhewaswashinghiscar

withhishosepipebeforeIcouldn'tevenopenmy

mouthIwasalreadywetfromheadtotoe,the3rd

timehepointedagunonmyfaceasifthatwasnot

enoughhefiredthegunmissingmyheadwithfew

inches

"nexttimeIwon'tmiss"hetoldmeImuststop

testinghim...Buildbridgesoftrustisnotdonein

onedayIjustneedtobepersistentandannoyhim

tocoretillhefinallygivesinforhimshowinterest

onwhatIreallyhavetosay.

sohereIamitsthefourthdayandI'mholdingmy

breath,I'mgladthatallofthishumiliationIget

fromMlondi,Sbahleisnotaroundtowhitenessit,

SpeakingofSbahleIhaveneverseenheratall,its

likeshelocksherselfinthathousewholedayI



don'twanttothinktheworsethatsheisdepressed

butwhatifsheis?

Austin:whatyourplanthistime"heaskedashe

walkedinmyroom

Me:togetkilled"

Hebustoutandlaughed,

Me:Iwishhecouldjusthearmeoutbro"

Him:byshowingthatyounotgivingupprovesto

himthatyoufightforwhatyouwantnomatterhow

arrogantheistowardsyouhecanseethat"

Me:dahmIhatethatguy"



Him:itsnotabouthim...Putyourmindbackinthe

gamedon'tgeteasilyintimidated,heisjustadog

withnoteethnow"

Me:Idon'tknowbro"

Him:Firstofallyoujustneedtowinhisrespectby

showinghim respect,younotfightingwithhimbut

justtryingtoPutinextraefforttoregainhistrust.

Don'tactlikeavictimhereyoutheonethatbroke

Sbahleheart,

Youhavedonesomethingtothreatenthetrust

betweenyouandSbahleandmostspeciallyher

brotherswhoplaytheroleofbeingherfather,they

willalwaystrybyallmeanstoprotecttherelittle

sister,soshowMlondithatyouaretryingto

rebuildthattrust.Keepinmindthatthis

relationshipmaybeforlife.Beingstandoffishor

dwellingongivingupwillonlyleaveyoumiserable

aswellsomakeanefforttomoveforwardand



regainhistrust"_

Me:Mlondiisnotbudging"

Him:Truestmeheis...andhelikethepowerhehas

overyou"_

InoddedafterputtingmywristwatchonIwalked

out

Him':justremembertheeasypartisgetting

Mlondionyoursidethehardpartisyettocome

whereyouneedtofaceSbahletoregainhertrust

byapologizingforyourstupiditythatcausedthe

breakup,askingherhowyoucanmakeamends,

addressingthebehaviorsthatcompromisedyour

relationshipinthefirstplace,andassuringherhow

youcanavoidsimilarproblemsinthefuture."



Me:Idon'tlikeyoutomuchthisdays"

Him:itsmustlastdayinthisfuckedupplace

anywaymakeuseofmyadvise"

Inoddedandwalkedoutwhilewaitingforthe

elevatorIwasprayingsayingthatGodIknowIhave

doneyouchildwrongbutjustgivemeasecond

chance,Ialmostfaintedwhenthedoorsofthe

elevatoropened,myheartskippedamillionbeats

andIthoughtIwasgoingtopassout

Me:Mlondi"

Helookedatmeandfrowned

Him:yah"



Hepushedmeasideandwalkedinfrontofmehe

stoodbymydooranditookouttheexcesscard

andopened

Him;Idon'thavethewholedaysaywhatyouneed

tosaybecauseIneedyouleavewhenyoudone"_

Austinwalkedinandlookedatus,hegreeted

Mlondiwhodidnotrespondheturnedandwalked

backtohisroom,shitthisisgoingtobetough

Him:khulumandoda"_

Me:firstofallIwanttosayI'mSorry"

Hechuckled

Me:IloveyousisterMlondiandiknowiwronged



her,Imadehercryithurtmemorethanithurther...

Him:bullshit!!Lovemeansyouneverhavingto

sayyou’resorry....isthatthereasonwhyyouhave

beenallupinmyspaceyouwantingtosaysorry"_

Ilookedhimhewasangryreallyangry

Me:lookLovemeansalotofthingstoalotof

differentpeople,sure.Butonethingnearlyeveryone

knowsaboutitisthatitgivesyoumorereasonto

apologize.Mistakes,disagreements,and

transgressionshappenallthetimeespeciallywhen

twopeoplearemarriedandIt’sessentialto

apologizeformistakemadeI'monlydoingthiswith

youbecauseSabantuandmywifevalue

culture...I'msorrythatyouhadtopickupherbroken

heartafterIhaveshattersitinmillionpieces...I'm

sorrytobrakethetrustyouhadinmetoprotectand

loveherwhileIwentanddidtheopposite"



Him:don'tbesmartwithmeMnguni,youwere

goneforwhat10monthsnotevenonceyoucalled

hertoapologizingshewasbroken,youchose

anotherwomenandleftmysisterlikeusedtissue

..whynow?"

Me:IknowthatSbahlewouldhavenottakenme

backorevenheadedmeoutifIcamewhenher

woundswerestillfresh"

Him:youwaittillsheokandyoucometoturnher

lifeupsidedownagain"

Me:Iloveher!!"

Him:YaziwenaIshouldn'tbeherebecause

Ngizokubulalaforreal...Whendidyourealizeyou

loveherafterorbeforethatwhoreyoucallababy

mamadidasextapewithanotherman"



Me:Idon'tgiveashitaboutthat!!"

Him:....Ishouldbemakingmyfistdothetalking

becauseyoutalkingshitain'tyoutheonethatwas

goingbackandfourthtothatwomen"

Me:itwasnotlikethat!...MlondiI'mnothereto

talkaboutthatwomentoyou...ngizeLanatotell

youthatIwantmywifeback!!!"

Him:youlefther....

anditsmakingmemoreangry,thatshewent

troughthatpainoverandoveragainwithyou,she

lovedyoudamit...!"

TensionwererisinghewasshoutingIwasshouting

,



Me:lookMlondiiscrewedupand—whether

accidentallyoronpurposefactremainsihurtthe

personilove.Hell,evenificonvincedmyselfthat

sheistoogoodformeandIneedtolethergo,I

can'tbecausebelieveitornotI'minlovewithyour

sistertoo...Iknowmy

flippant“I’msorries”willnotmakeeverythingo'right

overnightbutI'mwillingtotakeanyblowtowinher

backsotakeyourbestshot!!"

Him:whatdidyoudo?"_actuallywhathappen

becauseSbahlejustcrieswhenIaskher,"

HewalkeduptomeandgrabbedmebymyT-shirt,

helookedmestraightintheeye

Him:didyoucheatonher?"



Heaskedgrindinghisteeth

Me:nonever!!"Ipushedhimoff,"Iwentaboutto

doingtherightthingthewrongwayfuckIcankick

myselfrightnow"

Itoldhimeverythingleavingoutthepartaboutmy

ancestoranddemons

Me:Ididn’ttellherrightawaybecauseIwasafraid

to.Ididn’twanttohurther,andIdidn’twanttolose

ourmarriage.But,eventually,thatguiltjusteats

awayatmeandihadnochoicebuttocomeclean.I

lovemywife,andItoldherthatwhenIapologized,

butitdidn’tmatter.Thedamagewasdone,andthe

trustwasbroken.I’veavoidedcompromising

situationslikethateversincesoIkeptmydistance

frommybabymamaandmychild.Butapologizing

forthatlife-alteringfuck-upwaseasilythescariest,



mostdifficultthingI’veeverhadtodo...IjustwishI

wasnotacowardtoletherwalkoutonme...Ijust

needhertogivemeonemorechance"

Helookedatmeforalongtimeandhefinallyset

down

Him;howdoyouplanondoingthat"

Istoodtherelikeawetdogandfinallygetherd

enoughcouragetosay"Ineedyourhelp"

Helaughedsohard,

Him:Iain'tdoingshituyezwa"_

wellthatafirstthetalkwentwellhedidnotlayhis

handonmeitsagoodsignright,sonowletmetry



convincinghimwhyIneedhim

.

.

Sbahle***

IlookedatmyringingphoneandIfrowned

Guysaresortofweird.Thisdoesn’tapplytoallof

them,obviously,solet’ssavethe#notallmenfor

anothertime,butmanyguysouttherejustgowild

foryouafteryousayyou’renotinterestedorputa

distancebetweentherelationship.Assoonasyou

saythatyoudon’treallywanttogooutwiththem,

theysuddenlydecideyou’rethewomanoftheir

dreamsandtheyjusthavetohaveyou.



Whatdoeshethinkheisvele?I'mnotevencloseto

beinghistype,yesZukoisagoodguybutthatall

hewillbetomeJustanotherGoodguy,Ihave

spend5dayinmyhouseworkingonmypiece,

MlondibelievesI'mhidingbutI'mjustnotupto

seeingtheworldandalsoavoidingonbumping

intoZukoIratherstayindoorsandfocusonmy

paintingsthanpretendIlikepersonwhenIclearly

don't.

IfinishedmythirdsketchandimlovingmyworkI

hadtouseddarkchalkforittocomealive,Ismiled

lookingatit,myphoneringedagainandIgotreally

pissed

Me:Zuko!"

Him:wow!"

Isigh"sorry"



Him:didIperhapsdosomethingwrong"

Me:no...I'mjustnotfeelingwell"

Him:Ifiguredthatoneout,younotpickingupmy

callsandIwasworriedi"

Me:Igotfluandtooksomereallyheavymedication

..."IliedhowIwishhecangetthesignsthathe

annoyedmenow

Him:oohIshouldcomecheckuponyoubutyou

knowyourbrothershowedmeflameslasttimeI

wasthere"

SothedaythatZukoandwesupposetogofor

breakfastwhichwas5daysago,Mlondiwelcome

himinourhousewhilehewasbusypolishinghis



gun,ifthatwasnotawarningtorunIdon'tknow

whatelsecouldbe,sincethatdayIhavebeen

avoidinghimlikeaplague,

Him:canIatleastbuyyoulunchIcanevencome

deliverittoyourpersonally"

Me:No!,ImeanIdon'tknowZukoIdon'twantto

pissmybrotheroff"

Him:IknowyounotfeelingwellsoittheleastI

coulddo..."

....I'mhungrynodoubt

Me:maybewecanmeetout"

Him:isthatayesIhear"



Me:wecanmeetinM&Bin15mintimes"

Him:sureI'malreadygoingthere"thesoonIcut

tieswithhimthebetter,thisguyiswaytoforward,

IjustagreedtothislunchtotellhimthatI'mnot

interestedinhimIhopehewillnotbeoneofthose

guysthatdon'tknowhowtotakerejection,You’ve

metoneofthoseguysImeanweallhave.Aguy

thatgenuinelybelieveshe’sagifttowomen,but

he’ssoenamoredwithhimselfthatthereisn’t

exactlyroomforanotherpersonintherelationship.

Tellinghimyou’renotinterestedinhimmakeshim

doubthimself,hischarm,hisappeal,andtheway

heviewshimself.Hejustcan’thavethat...Ihope

hisdifferentbecauseIcan'tdealwithdrama

Idroppedthecallminuteslaterandmademytomy

roomtookaquickbathIjumpedintomyskinny

jeancropT-shirtandpushin,Ilookedatmy

weddingringhavenotputthisinmyfingerforthree



monthsnow,maybethiswillshowhimthatI'mstill

someone'swife.fucknowIneedtodrivetopoint

,GodI'mdreadingthis

.

.

Mvelo***

ConvincingMlonditohelpmewasthemosthardest

thingIhadtodowespendhoursgoingbackand

fourthitwassotiring

Me:dudeyouforgetthatI'mtalkingaboutmywife

here,thisisnotaboutyou...Metalkingtoyouright

nowistoshowhowmuchIrespectyouasher

brother...CanIjustgoandconvincemywifethatI

willneverhurther,shetheonethatneedthissorry



thenyou"

"yougotanhourtotalktoher,yougotfoodinthis

place?"hesaidstandingupandmakinghiswasto

thekitchen,

Ismiledandtookmycarkeys

Me:talktoAustin...Thankyou,youwon'tregret

thisIpromise"

Him:Iknowbecauseyouwon'tleavetotellyourtail

nexttime"

Me:thankyou"

Him:youluckybecausemysisterlovesyourstupid

ass"



ThatconfirmedthatIhavechancewithher,

IranoutIwasfloatingonaballofnerves,driving

toSbahlehouseIwasnotsurewhatIwasgoingto

sayordobutIknowwhenIseeherfaceIwillfind

myvoice,Iwasbusytryingtochangemusiconmy

phonethatconnectedviaBluetoothtomystereo

myheadwasbuzzingwithallsortofemotions

whenIlookedupIsawawhitevwpolopassbywith

loudmusicblastingZonke-Viva,Ismiledthinking

aboutSbahle,andlikeadreamshepassedmeby

ontheroadsingingalongtohertunesshedidnot

evennoticeme,Ifelttimestopforsecond,wow

shemorebeautifulnowshedidnotevennoticeme

wellhowcanshewhenshedoesnotevenknow

thatI'mevenhere,itookthemostunexpectedU-

turnalmostcausinganaccidentdrivingafterher.



.

.

.

Ihopeitslongenough,I'mworkingfromhome

guysnolockdownforme...Imaydropanother

insetlateron....ThankyousoMuchforyour

support.
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Sbahle

Sbahle

Haveyoueverfeltlikethepersonyouleastexpect

toseeisjustlookingatyouandwaitingforyouto

turnaroundandsay'hi',todayIsawamanthat

lookslikemyMvelo,Iwouldsaylooklikebecause

I'maskingmyselfwhywouldhebedoinghere,I



wouldhavetooktimetolookathimbutthetraffic

lightturnedgreenandIspeedoff,coulditbehim?

ButhowwouldheknowwhereIam?Yetagainwe

talkingaboutMvelohere.

"areyouokSbahle"hetouchedmyarmandI

smilednodding,

Lunchwasreallyawkward,hewilltalkandIwill

fakeasmileandgivehimonewordanswer,my

mindwaseverywherebutwiththismanbeforeme,

itkeptongoingbacktowhatDidysaid:

OneofthisdaysIwillfindMveloonmydoorstep

whatwouldIdo,

ThereisnodayIhavenotthinkaboutthat,what

willisay?Howwillireact?...williruntohisarms?

willIsmackhim?willItakehimback?WillIbeable

towalkawayformtheonlymanIevertoldIlove



youtoo.

Ilookedatthemanbeforemewhohasgaveme

anotherreasontosmile,Ihavestartedtomiss

Mveloless,let'sjustsaysomeotherdaysare

betterthenothers.

I'msimplylivingmylife…doingthingsiloveand

justnotlookforwardtoMvelo'sreturnofwhichI

doubtthatwilleverhappen,youknowlifeisless

stressful

whenyoudootherthingsthenjustcryingand

sinkingintotodepression,thisdaysijustgotlost

inthetime…iforgetthetime..cosI'minthe

moment…sotimeflieswithoutwarringaboutwhat

tomorrowwillbring.

MybrakeupwashardandIkeepaskingmyself

what'stheuseofholdingontothelovethatisGone



,butinhliziyoayiphakelwa,

Ishookmyheadtryingtobrushoffcouldhave,

wouldhavethoughtbecausetherewerenotgetting

meanywhere.

Zuko:andthatlook?"

Me:didIeverthankyouforallowingmetosee

whatwasmissinginmylife"

Iignoredhisquestionandchangedthesubject

Him:allthetimeprincess...allthetime"

HechuckledandIhithisshoulder

Me:Ikeeptellingyouthatstopcallingmethat"



Him:itsyoutittlenjenake"damnnomatterhow

hardItrytoblockMvelofrommymind,peoplewill

alwayssaystufftoremindmeofhim,Ilooked

downandlookedatmyring

Me:itwas"Ibitmylowerlip

Zuku:wowyouwearingyourring?"Hesounds

disappointed,

Ilookedathimandatmyring

Me:ya"Ishrunkmyshouldersashefrowned

Zuko:Idon'tunderstand"

Isetbackandlookedathim



Me:why?"

Him:maybeIreadwhatwehavethewrongway"

Ilookedathimwaitingforhimtogointodetails

Him:themonthsIspendwithyouIhave

LookpassyoustatusandIreallylikewhatIsaw,I

knowourrelationshipwasjustbasedinloveofart

butIhavedevelopedsomegenuinefeelingforyou"

Me:feelings??"

Him:yesromanticfeelingsforyou"



Me:I'mmarriedZuko!"

Him:Sbahlecomeonyouhavebeenleavinghere

foralmostayeartherehasnotbeenasignofyour

husbandwhichclearlyindicatesthatyounolonger

inarelationshipwithhim "

Me:wowwhatwillgiveyouthatidea?"

Ihaveneverconfidedinnooneaboutmyfallout

relationshipwithMvelobesidesDidy,thenerveof

thisguytothinkhehasfiguredmeoutsowhatif

Mvelobrokemyheartthatwillnotchangethefact

thatIstilllovehim."Yehiknowitsabit

embarrassingandconfusingbutitiswhatitis

Everyonearoundmeismostlikelytellingmethat

lovingamanwhohurtyouthatmuchisfoolish.

Theythinkishouldjustforgetabouthimandmove

on,right?I'msorrybutidon'tknowhowtodothat.



It'snowonder.Loveisn'tsomethingyoucanjust

turnofflikeawaterfaucet.He'smyguyand

everyonemakesmistakesiknowdeepinsidemy

heartthathedidn'tmeantohurtmeasmuchashe

did.

Sopeoplemustnotthinktheyuntitledtobewithme

IstillhavehopeofGettinghimbackandgetting

pasttheissuesthattoreusapartifitwillbe

possibleijusthavetoknowhowtogetfromhereto

there...ButonlyGodknowsmyfatewithhim.

Me:lookwhateveryouhaveconcludedto,about

myrelationshipandmyhusbanditsnottrue...I'm

stillmuchinlovewithhimandI'msorryifIlead

youonorgaveyouthewrongideaaboutour

friendship"_

Him:don'ttellmeyoudon'tfeelwhatIfeelforyou"



Me:Zukothisconversationisbecomingvery

inappropriatenow...maybeIshouldleave"

Him:Sbahleplease...."Heheldmyhand

Him:justbecauseyoustillinlovewithhim,

doesn'tmeanyoushouldstayinloveless

relationship,

It'snoteasytoforgetsomeonewhomyouonce

lovedIknowthat,Ittakeslotoftime.Weeks,

monthsorevenyears.Allyouhavetodoisbe

patient.LookI'mnotrushingyoutofallinlovewith

meallI'maskingisforyoutogivemeachance"_

Ishookmyheadno,

"wowthisiscozy"



Ilookedattheghostofmanstandingbyourtable,I

pulledmyhandawayfromZuko,myheartwas

beatingoutofmythroat

Mvelo:hellobeautiful"Ilookedathimhewasmad,

hishairwasletlooseandhelookedtocasualand

thugliketoday

Mvelo:mayIsitpleasesothatyouwillintroduce

metoyourfriend"

Iscootoverandmadespaceforhimsecondslayer

histonguewasdownmythroat

Him:Imissedyou"_hesaidpullingoutandkissing

mynoseIwasstillcomingbackfromthehighof

thatintensekiss

Mvelo:sowhoareyou?"



Ifeltsosmallunderhisarm,hesmellgoodandmy

bodyreactedsomekindofawaytohistouch

Zukochuckledandshookhishead

heseatbackandfoldedhisarms

Zuko:justanordinaryguywhosawalowly

beautifulgirlinneedofmycompany"

IshootmyeyesopenatZukohowcouldhetalk

aboutasifI'msomesortofhisdamselindistress

Mvelo:lonelyyousay?Sothisringonherhand

wasjustadecoration"

Zuko:wellwehavebeengoingoutformonthsand



itsonlytodayshedecidedtodecorateherhand"

Me:Zuko!"

Mvelo:oohisthatsoMkami?"

Me:Mvelo..."Heplacedagingeronmymouth

Him:shuuuumylovewilltalkhomewhenI'mon

topofyourightnowletthemantalk"hekissedme

andlookedatZukowholookedlikeamaddognow

Him:nowIunderstandthatsadstoryinyoureyes,

notallmanarelikehimSbahleyougotmarried

whenyouwereveryyoungitsasuchapityyou

chosehim..."

ItriedstandingupbutMveloheldmedownItriedto



openmymouthandhegavemethatlookmademe

submissivetowardshimIlookeddown

Mvelo:wowthatclichépickuplinedon'tyouthink?

soyoucan'tgetmywifeandnowyoublamingme

foryourfailedattempt?"

ZukustoodupIdon'tknowwhenorhowbutMvelo

punchedhimandhefellbackdownhisseatitwas

inaspeedoflighting,Ihelpmymouth,eyeswere

onusnowWhatisMvelodoing

Mvelo:I'mstilltalking...Nowlet'stalkaboutwhy

youmakingmovesonmywifewhileyouknow

prettywellthatsheismarriedtome"

Zukomouthwasbleedinghetriedtonarrowhis

eyebrowsbutMvelosaid"nciii....Cu....cu...Don't

startsomethingyouwon'tfinish...Wetalkingnow"



Me:Mvelo...pleaseyoumakingaSeencanwego

please"

Zuku:lethimmakeseenlet'sseehowperfectis

thiskingisnow..."

Mvelo:screamallyoulikeandtellthewholeworld

Ireallydonotgiveashit...Aslongasyouwilltell

mewhydoyouhavegutstoholdhandsofroyalty"

Zuko:Idon'towyouanyexplanation"

Mvelo:inthatcasemightaswellsayyourpeaceto

mywife,itwillbeleastyoucoulddo,thatwhyyou

havethislunchright...Totellherhowyoucanmale

herbedrock"

Me:Mvelo!"



Mvelo:Don'tMvelomeyougoingondateswith

boythatbelowyourstandardwemightaswell

stoodtotherelevel!"

MvelojustunderminedZukoandthatalonepissed

meoff

Zuko:I'mnokingnomillinernotperfectatallbut

shouldhavegottenachancetobewithheriwould

havebeentwicethemanyouaretoher"

Me:what?..."

MvelograbbedontomythighhewasmadIkepon

rubbinghishandunderthetable,heldmyhand

squeezeditinfact

.."



Zuko:sowhenthegoinggettoughandyousick

andtiredofplayingtheroleofhisQueenyouknow

mynumber...myshoulderisalwaysthereforyouto

cry..."

Hedidnotallowhimtofinishboomanotherpunch

...

Him:ifIseeyou,evensmellyouclosetoher...

YoubetterrunbecauseIlovetochaseandwhenI

findyou,yourfamilywillfindyouinpieces!"

Iwasnotsureifheunconsciousorwhathewas

justlayingtherelifeless

Me:oohmyGodhisnotmoving"

Mvelodraggedmebymyhand



"wakehimupwithicecoldwater"hesaidtothe

manageraswewalkedout

Heliterallyshovedmeinhiscar,nowordweresaid

untiladoorofhishotelroomwasshutclosedit

wassoloudIthoughtitwasgoingbrakedown,he

waswalkingupanddownnotevenlookingatme,

Him:whatthefuckwasthatSbahle!!"

.

.
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***NotEdited***



Sbahle***

"whatgottenintoout?"

Iplacedmyhandsonmywaistandlookedupat

him

Him:soyoublamingme?"

Me:youpunchedaguyandlefthimtherewhatif

hisunconsciousoraconcussionorsomething?"

Helaughed

Him:soyouworriedaboutthatguydidyouhear

whatshithesaidaboutmeaboutyou??"

IhuffedandwalkedawayfromhimIneedwater



Him:yougoingaroundtalkingaboutwhat

happeninginourrelationshipnow"

IignoredhimhewasspittingfireIcannotspeakto

himwhenhislikethis

Him:Sbahleyouwalkingaroundshowcasingthat

yousinglebynotwearingyourring...Youfuckin

marriedwomen"

Hebangedthekitchencountermakingmedropmy

waterbottle,

Him:areyouforgettingthatyouareMnguni?...

Thatyourfamilygaveyouawaytome"

Hewasbangingonhischest,



Him:IgiveyoutimetocooloffandIfoundyouin

thearmsofanotherman...DamitSbahle...Didn'tI

meananythingtoyou?"

Me;thisisnotaboutyouMveloyourbehaviourwas

outofline....I'myourwomenyoutalktomeno

goingaroundattackingpeoplethathaveshowed

interestinme"

Him:outofline...Youentertainingotherguysis

somethingIjustneedtobeokwith"

Me:youbloodyleftme...Youchoseheroverme...

SowhatwasisupposetodoWaitforyoutillwhen

?"

Him:youmywifeSbhahle!!"



Me:whenitsuitsyouI'mtiredMveloyoucomingin

andoutofmylifelikeyouownme,theshityoudid

therewasbarbaricandstupid,didyouthinkbefore

yourhandslandedonhisface,hemaypress

chargesagainstyouandthisalonewilltaintnot

onlymynameyourbloodynameaswell"

Him:Idon'tgiveashitaboutthat...Iwillkillforyou

Sbahleyezwa...Thathowcrazymyloveisforyou

nothingonthisworldmattersuyezwa?"_

Hiseyeswereredhewasscaringme,

Him:sowhatthebloodyhellwereyoudoingwith

him!!'_

OohmygodIhaveneverseenMvelothismad

Me:wemeetfewmonthsbackandhisbeen



helpingwithmyartprojectthatI'mcurrentlydoing'

Him:areyouinlovewithhim?,"

Me:stopyellingatme!!"

Him:justanswerme!!!"Heroared

Me:NO!!...NoI'mnot!"myvoicewasbrakingI

sankdownonthecoach

Heturnedtheaircornonandrestedhisheadonthe

wallbeforeturningtofaceme,

Irecognizedthisfacenow,butIwasjustto

emotionaltolookathim,Mveloneverraisedhis

voiceatmeneverandtodayIsawtheanimalinhim

resurfacingandIdidnotlikeit,hesetonthecoffee



tablefacingmeIjustplacedmyhandsonmyface

Me:.Thatguyyoualmostkilledwasthereforme

duringthehardesttimeinmylife...Wenaubukuphi

?..."

Ifelthiseyesburningmyskin,ilookedathim

Him:thelastthingIneedistohearyoutalking

abouthimrightnow"

Iwasreallygettingmad,Mveloismoreworried

aboutZukoinsteadoftalkingaboutwhatishis

doinghere,

Me:ufunaniLA"

Him:Icameforyou...SbahleImissyou,mylifeis



emptywithoutyouicannotturnbackthehandsof

timeandchangehowIactedbackthenbutthe

thoughtofanothermanholdingyou,makingyou

smiledrovemecrazyIcanneverlivewiththat"_

Me:youdon'tgettobecrazywhenyoutheonethat

didnotseemyworth'

Him:babyImadeamistakeIwassurewhatIwas

doingwasrightthenbutlookingatitnowididnot

consideryourfeelinginallofthis"

Me:ItoldyouaboutthisIcriedforyounottoleave

me,butyoudecidedtoleavemesoyoucantryand

fixher...Leavingbroken"hetriedholdingmyhand

butIpulledawayfromhisgripand

walkedpasthim,Iwasmadbutnotashowsadi

wasfeeling.Itslike



MysadnessandIarenowgoodfriends.Soareme

andanger.Andgrief,andjoy,andallofthem.My

emotionsareallwelcomeatmyproverbialdinner

table…andIcouldn’tbehappieraboutitallbecause

itsbecauseofhim,ican’tselectivelynumbmy

feelingswhenitcomestohimIfItryandputalid

onmysadnessorgrief,thenitwillalsomeanI'm

alsoputtingaceilingonmyabilitytofeeljoyIlook

athimandIfeellikerunningtohimandsayingallis

forgottenbutI'mscaredtobeburnbyhimagainI

justgotmylifebackontrackandhemakeshis

grandentrancedisregardingonwhathappened

betweenuswhyI'mhereandwhywashethere?

whynow?Whyisheclaimingandconfusinghis

feelingforme

Him:youwerehurtingandseeingmewouldhave

madeyouhatemeifIcamebackforyouthen...

SbahlebabylistenI'manassabigoneinfact,I

madelotoffoolishmistakes,butthebiggestone

wasallowingyourbrothertotakeyouawayfrom

me"



Me:IhereyoutalkingnotoncehaveIheardyou

sayyousorryforbeingdishonestwithmefor

weeksMvelo,youwentoutthereanddid

somethingonthesidewithher,youbrokemeand

whenI'mfinallyrestoreyoucomebacktotellme

thatyouwantmeback"

Him:babyInevertouchSilindileIswearonmy

sistergrave,IrealizedthathellcomemayifIlost

youwhatthepointofhelpingapersonwhowasnot

willingtobehelped,ImovebacktoUK,Ileakedmy

woundsandtoldmyselfwhentimeisrightIwill

comebackforyou"

Me:Icannotallowyoutobrakemeagain,loveis

notsupposetohurtlikethisMveloifthisishowyou

lovethenIdon'tneedyourlove"

Him:pleasedon'tsaythatHle-hlengiyaxolisa



Sithandwasami...Pleasedon'tleavemeagainmy

heartcan'ttakethat..pleasetellmewhattodoto

fixusIwilldoit"

Me;Letmeexplaintoyouwhatitfeelsliketobe

toldyouareperfectineverywayandwillalwaysbe

takencareof.Letmeconveytheemotionsthatrip

throughayoungwomanlikemyselfwhensheis

convincedsheissomeone’sforever.Letme

expressthehopeandloyaltythatisinstilledinside

ofagirlwhobuiltupwallafterwallonlytofeelas

thoughtheywerepeacefullytorndownbyaman

whopulledherdeeplyintohislove.Icannot

formulatethoseemotionsintowordsthesameway

Icannotdescribethewayitfelttohaveyouripthat

alltopieces."

Ifelthimtouchmyshouldershepulledmetoplace

myheadonhischesthuggingmefrombehindhas

alwaysmademehavethatfeelingthathishotmy

back,butafterwhathappenshowdoItrusthim



Him:IloveyouSbahleonlyyoucompleteme"

Me:wantyoutoknowthatIlovedyouImost

probablystilldo.Ilovedyouthroughevery

emotionalpartoftherollercoasteryouhave

broughtintomylife.Ilovedyouonthedaysthat

youwerepleasantandkindandalsothedaysyou

wereunrecognizabletome.Ilovedyouthrough

changingcircumstanceandtherapidmovementof

time.Ievenlovedyouwhenyoudecidedthatyou

didn’tlovemeanymore.Ithinkapartofmestill

lovesyouwhileIsithereinthedarkness,facehot

withtearsanddisillusionment.ButwhatIwantyou

toknowmostisthatIstilllovemyself,andIdon't

trustyouwithmyheartanymore"

Heturnedmearoundtolookathim,hewascrying

notwailingbutthetearsweregushingout

uncontrollable,IhaveseenMvelocrytwiceever

sinceImeethim,hecriedwhenwefoundoutabout



Pam'spassingandthenightwhenItoldhimI'm

leavinghim,andthisisthethirdtime,

HavingbeenraisedinasocietywhereIhavebeen

taughtfromayoungagethatsimply:girlscry,and

boysdon’t.AtfirstIhaven’tquiteknownhowtobe

thereforhiminthosemoments.It’sheartbreaking.

Ihavealwaysfeltdeeplyandhadbigemotions,

whichIhavedefinitelysub-consciouslyassociated

withbeingawoman,Toseemypartnerbreakdown

andcryhasalwaysbeenareminderthathefeels

justasdeepasIdotheCompassion,Beauty,Love,

Analmostinstantremovalofallstorypast,present,

future..aninstantremovalofanybarriersor

blockagesIhadbeenholdingovermyheart…an

instantremovaloftalkingorneedingtoproveor

judging…itwasreplacedbysofteningofmyheart

thatbeatinonewithhis

Him:youaremyworldandIdon'tknowifIwill

survivewithoutyoubymyside,Iwrongedyou



Sbahlenotoncenottwicebutmanytimesbutstill

attheendIchoseyounoyouchosemeyounever

leftmyside,youwereamothertomykids,awife

inmyhouse,afriend,aQueenandmyadviser

youhaveturnedmeintoaman,asoftyandtodayI

realizedthatIcanevenkillforyou...Babyyouhave

turnedmeahusband,afather,aheadofthefamily

andagratekingAllI'maskingisforyoutogiveme

achancetoloveyou,withoutthetitleofmyLandor

mebeingafathertoZithelo,Iwanttospendtimeto

connectwithyouasmanandwomenwhereonlyus

existandtoshowyouhowmuchyoumeantome

...IloveyouMabhenguandwhenyouhurtIhurttoo

thathowdeepourloveis"

Mywishistoclosethisspacebetweenusiwantto

feelhisarmsaroundme,imcryinghiscrying,his

wipingmytearsI'mdoingthattohimto,Hetalking

realdipshitthat'sallowingoursoulstoconnect.



Toshowmypartneritissafeforhimtoexpressthe

depthsofhissadnesswhenitneedstocomeouti

pullhimtoahug,Innowaydoesheappear“lessof

aman”,orweaktomerightnowitsshowingme

thatnotonlydoeshetrustmewithhisheart,but

thathealsotrustsinhimselfasamantoshowhis

emotions.Menwhobreakfreeoftheirconditioning

tonotcryarethefurthestthingfromweak,theyare

courageous.

Him:pleasesaysomething"shitIshouldbeangry

butIfeellikehehastakenthatfrommewithhis

teas

Him:I'mtrulysorry,pleaseallowmetoloveyou,

allowmetomakeyouhappy,givemechanceto

provetoyouthatI'mstillthemamyoufellinlove

with..."

Inodded,Ifoundhislipsonmineandhetookme

tothefirsttimehetaughtmehowtokiss



Him:Imissyousomuch"

IsmiledasIpulledhimwithhishairtodeepenthe

kissIdon'tknowhowbutifoundmyselfonhisbed

,myheatwasbeatingoutofmythroatnowIhave

heardofstoriesaboutmakeupsex,mymind

wonderifweabouttodothisnow,whydoesmy

headalwaysscreamsexwhenhisontopofme

Him:hay...IratherstopwhatI'mdoingifyougoing

tocontinueinhavingaconversationsinyourhead

insteadofbeingherewithme"

Hiseyeswerehalfopened,hewasonlyinhisjeans,

sowasIokwhathappenedtoourtops

Him:relax...DahmImissedyousomuch"he

flippedmeoveriwasontopofhimhePullmeto

hislipswhilewekiss,hekissedmesotenderly.I



feltmybloodheatingupIlovethewayhislipsmold

perfectlywithmine.Hethreadhisfingersintomy

hairandpullmeclosertohim.Hesetupstraight

withmesittingontopofhisbeastthatwasmaking

myladypartsdancetoitbeat

Him:iwanttokissyouandIwanttoholdyoutight

andnevereverletyougotroughoutthedaysofmy

life"

HowdoIevenbegintoexpressthesefeelingsthatI

haveinmyheartforhimrightnowhetrailhislips

downmyjawandovermyneck.

Me:ummmm"

Him:willyoumessupmybedwithmetonight"he

whisperinmyearididn'tknowwhathemeatby

thatIwasfargonewithwhathishandsweredoing

tomynipplesthatmymoansweregettinglouder,



ThatwillleaveamarkohGodhissuckingand

lickinganddrivingmecrazy

Him:Iwanttoworshiphowperfectyouare.I'llhelp

youslideoutjeanssoicangettokissyourinner

thighs"

HistootalkativetodayGodjusttakethemoff,Ijust

wanttofeelhisskinonmine,hestoppedand

lookedatme

Him:Hle-hleIwillbedamnedifyouthinkingabout

anotherguyinmybed"okwhendidweswitch

position

Me:babejusttakemyjeansoffyoutheonlyman

onmymindalways"hesmiled



.

.
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Sbahle***

MeandMvelonevergottoocloselikewearetoday

iblameitonthefactthatwebasicallylivedina

familyhouse,thereisjusttoomuchgoingonin

Royalhouse,thehouseisalwaysbusythemaids,

thekids,Hisgrandmotherhisuncleendlessvisitor's

yooitslikeazooandnoprivacyatall.

Anywaybesidesthathehasnotbeenmentally

emotionallystablehimselfalotwasgoinginhis

life,thedayImarriedhim therewasdeathinthe



familyweallhadtogrieving,afterthattherewas

babymamadramawherewejustsleptonthesame

bedfacingoppositedirectionafterthatitwashis

calling,workandfuckuppartisthatweliveinthe

Royalhouseroyaldutiesneededhisattention,Ion

theotherhandjusttooktheroleofbeinga

housewifelookingoutforeveryonethatIsometime

forgotthathismyhusbandandheneededmemore

.

Buttodayweweallaloneandwehadnoonebut

ourself,wasIreadyforsex?no...ButIlovehim

andIwantmyfirsttimetobewithhim

Him:areyousurethisisyoursize"hestruggled

gettingmyjeansoffI'macurvygirlandthestruggle

isrealputtingthisjeansonevenworsewhentaking

themoff.

Withinthenextfewminutes,Iwaslyingonhisbed

withonlymyredsportbramatchingboylegpanty



helookedatmeforthelongesttime,likealong

timebeforesaying

"damnyouhotandsexy"Iblushedandheldmy

face,hemadehiswayontopofme,Hekeptthe

samepacefromearlierslowly,almostteasing,like

therewasnorush,hisfingertipstracingmyskin

frommynecktomybreaststomyhipbones,raising

awindingtrailofgoosebumpsoneachnewly

exposedswathofflesh.Iwascomfortableenough

tolookathimstripandwasleftwithhisCk

underwearbuthesitatedtokeepgoing

Hemurmurednonsensewordstome,calmedmy

nerves,andhadmeliebackwhilehestartedtokiss

asteadypathfrommyanklesupwards.Helingered

onmycalves,nuzzledmyinnerthighs,planted

open-mouthedkissesonmybelly,tothefabric

coveringmynipples

Him:I'mgoingtotakethisoffok"



LikealostpuppyInoddedheissuchanexpectin

thisbecausewhilehewasstillkissingmehisother

handmassagingmyhairhisonehadhadmanage

tounbucklemybraandtakeitoff,againhelooked

atmysmallpockyBrestI'mjustasize34bheenjoy

cuppingthemonhishandshewillletoutgrowl

sound,Slowly,hemoveddownmybody,kissing

meeverywhere,myneck,mybreasts,mystomach.

HewasdangerouslyclosetomyladypartswhenI

stoppedhim.

Me:‘Whatareyoudoing?’Iasked.

Him:‘Trustmeandrelax,’

wasallherepliedcarefulnottospookmetoo

quicklyorsuddenly.Hehoveredovermouthingme

throughthefabric,yesSbahlerelaxItoldmyself

butThatwassodifficulttodowithhimdownthere!



Him:babemayItakethemoff?"

Mymindwasscreamingno,youjustgotbackwith

himtodaybutthewhoreinmewassayinghisso

hotyoucan'tstayavirginforever,IguestInodded

becausehewasgentlyremovingit,iwas

completelynaked!Therewasnotimetofeelshy

aboutitbecauseofalltheactionthatwas

happening.

Heslowlypartedmylegsandiheldmybreath,

Hekissedmyinnerthighsandassoonashedid

that,Istartedgigglingandsquirminguncontrollably.

Oh,didImentionthatI’mextremelyticklish?

Him:Whyareyoumovingsomuch?Staystill!"’he

ordered.



Me:‘Ican’t,ittickles!Stopbabyplease?’Isaid

breathlessly.Helookedatmeandsidesmile

‘him:Thisisgoingtobefun"helaughedandkissed

meonthestomach.Whathappenednextwas,ina

word,crazy!Heheldmedownwithahandonmy

stomachandthenextthingIfeltwashislips...right

there,inthatplaceofwhatmyunderwearwas

hiding,helookedatmeforawhilebeforehishot

breathhitonmyclit,hishandstracemyvjandI

flinchashetrytoenterit

Him:goodgirlyouwaited"

IsetupstraighttolookathimIwasabouttogive

himapissofmymindhiswetlipandtongueplayed

thereitfeltlikehewaswritingthealphabetwithhis

tongue.Anditworked,becauseIfinallyreachedthe

BigO.itfeltlikeabunchoflittlebombsweregoing



offdownthere..

Me:oohmyGod!!!!"heplacedhislipsovermyclit

andlicked,Ijerkedatthatfirst,extraordinary

sensationofhavingsomeonegodownonmethe

heat,thewetness,thephysicalrushthatcomes

fromwatchingsomeonewantyouthismuch,and

theuttershockthatthiswashappeningatall.

Me:Mvelo...whatareyoudoingtommmmmmee.

Haaaa?!"

Him:youtastesoGood'

Igrabbingontohishair,myeyessqueezedshut.

Me:oooooohMvelo...PleaseIneedtopeee"



Him:yescomeforme"

HisfingerandlipwereplayingapianoonmyNana

...Ifeltlikecrying,IfeltthiswavecomingandI

wasscreaminglikecrazyhewasnothavingmercy

onme

ohmyGod,thesensationwasoutoftheworld!His

mouthwasdoingthingsthatweremakingmefeel

weakintheknees.Withinminutes,Iwasoverthe

edge!IfeltlikeIneedtopee,untilonebigglorious

onesetoff.

Him:comeformehle-hle'hisvoicealonewasjust

makingmescreamandmoandidn'tknowwhatto

dowithmyselfItfeelslikeI'minarollercoaster

andI'mfinallyatthetop,andthenthatfeelingof

stomachdrop.

Him:comeforme....letitgo..."



AndjustlikeawaterfallburstingoveracliffI

screamedlettinggothisintensepressurei

eventuallyreleaseditanditfeelssoincredible,

ThissmoothreleaseItfeelslikeacleansing,almost

likethewarmfeelingIgetaftertakingafewdeep

breaths

WhenIcamebackdown,hewaslookingatme

smiling.Sinceitwasmyfirstorgasmever,Ididnot

knowwhattoexpectorthatitwouldbesodamn

good!

Him:hi!"HekissedmeandItastedmyjuicesinhis

lips,hedidnotinitiatesexbutjustlookedatme,

withthatsmileonhisface,mymindcamebackto

itseancesI'mreallywetdownthere

Me:I'msowet"



Him:ijustmadeyouSquirt"

Me:youmademedowhat?"

Him:wellmylovesquirtingisOtherwiseknownas

femaleejaculate,it’stheliquidthatsometimes

comesoutofyourbodyduringand/orpost-orgasm.

Forsomewomen,itmayhappeneverytimethey

experienceanO—butforothers,itmaynever

happenatall.SoImusteredtotouchyouG-Spot

andyoumylovehavemademethethehappiest

manintheworld"

Me:bywettingmyself?"

Him:trustmeahandfulofmamcanmusterthis

ability"

Me:whatareyoutryingtosayaboutyoursexlife"



Heranhishandsonhishair

Him:aah...Iloveyou...Andnopimnotgoingto

talkaboutthatwithyou"ifrowned

Hekissedmeagainandstoodup"I'llrunyoua

bath",whilehedisappearedtothebathroomI

jumpedoffthebedtookhisgownandputiton,I

thenlookedatthebeditwaswet,IheldmymouthI

feltMvelohuggedmefrombehind

Him:itsnormalbabestopstressing,wozasogeza

"

Me:we?"

Him:justcomewesavingwater"heheldmyhand

anditwasjustabubblebathpreparedhetookof



hisbriefsIgaspedashelaughedhejumpedinto

thetub,

Him:woza"Iwasafraidoftheanacondaunder

water

Him:SbahleI'mnotgoingtomakelovetoyou

tonight"

Me:youwon't?"Ifrowned

Him:justgetinthewaterwomen"_

Wedidn’tdoanythingelseIjustsetinbetweenhis

legsinthebathtubasheranhisaspongeonmy

body,itfeltsogooditwasmyfirsttimewithhim

nakedandhispenisscaredtheshitoutofmewhen

Iaskedhimwhenwehavingsex



Him:ifIhavesexwithyou,youmightendupin

hospital,sotherightwordismakinglove..."ooh

wellhestillwanttotreatmelikeanegg,we

catchesupaboutour9monthsapartitoldhim

whatIwasdoingoverthe9monthsofseparation

,hetoldmeaboutworkandhiskneethatMlondi

busted,

Me:whyyoudidn'tfighthimback"

Him:hismybrotherin-lawsobymetakingthe

blowsandnotfightingbackwasasignofrespectI

haveforyouandyourfamily"

hekissedmycheek

Me:I'msorry"

Him:don'tstressaboutitIneededawakeupcall

anyway"



Weleftthetubwhenthewaterwasgettingcold,

Him:youspendingthenight?"

InoddedhehuggedmeandwecalledMlonditold

himthatI'mwithMveloandspendingthenightI

alsotoldhimthatIlefthiscaratm&bhetoldmehe

willsendsomeonetofetchit,wemovedtothe

otherbedroomMvelosaidAustinwasusingitand

lefttodayforwork,weorderedfoodandateover

mouthfullconversations

MvelomakesmelaughsomuchandIlovethefact

thathisnottryingsohardtowinmeover,youknow

whenyouknowthatI'mhispersonandhisminewe

justpickedupfromwhereweleftoffwejustlocked

ourselfonourbubbleandthethingshedoestomy

bodyfatherlord.



,nightcamesofastwecuddleinbedtalkedtillhe

fellIasleephisbodyheatwasmakingmesweaton

thecoverssoIdidn’tgetmuchsleep.Whenthesun

cameup,Iwokeupinthearmsofthemosthottest

manIhaveeverseenhelookedsocutethatIjust

lookedathimwithhisperfectbeard,pinklips,

perfectbonestructure,hiscomplexion..thisright

hereisGodsgoodcreationIkissedhimandhe

pulledmeclosetohim,

Me:Ineedtowewe"

Him;youspendandhourlookingatmeanditsonly

nowyourealizeyouneedtousethebathroom"

Me:what?"

hekissedmyforehead.."MmmIseeyou"



Ilaugheduntanglemyselffromhimandmademy

waytothebathroom,Istoppedandlookedatmy

selfinthemirrorandsmiledrelivingyesterday

eventateardroppedfrommyeyes,Ijustcriedmy

firsttearsofJoy

.

.
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Fewdayslater



Sbahle****

MeandMveloaregoingstrongtheloveweshareis

magical,thethingshesaidtome,thepillowtalk

thefutureweplanoohgodIlovethismam,tobe

honestweneverlefttheroomeversinceIgothere

andwenevergotboredwitheachotheritslikewe

relightingtheoldflameofourrelationshipandooh

Goditfeelssogood,hehasgonedownonme

numeroustimeandeverytimeIlosemyselfinitif

hislipscangivemesuchpleasureIwonderwhat

willtherealthingwilldotome,thismorningwe

tookashowerforthefirsttimetogether,I'maball

ofNevershistallI'mshothisbuffedupbigI'mjust

tinyheiskissingmedrivingmecrazyasournaked

bodycollidetogetherheruntheshowerjellonmy

bodyandmassageditoohLord,histakinghistime

withmeandI'mlovingeverymomenthewashed

mybodyandIwashedhishishardhisveinsare

poppinghisshafthisrighthereistherealBBC(big

blackcock)



Me:mayItouchyou".Ihadtoaskhesidesmile,

hetookmyhandandinstructedmetomoveitup

anddown,hemademefeelhisballs,thiswasmy

firsttimetouchinghimIlikewhatsee,hisreaction

tomytouchwaspriceless

Him:aaaah...."HemoanedIguessI'mdoingitright

Oralsexisanintegralpartofoursexualliferight

now,MveloisasexuallyactivepersonsIneedto

pleasehimthebestwayIcanIknowheenjoy

givingoralpleasureandtobehonestienjoy

receivingitButhetoldmeitsnotanobligationto

giveittohimbuthismypartnerandthewayhe

actingrightnowI'menjoyingithispullingmyhair

hisroughlykissingmehismoaningveryloudtillhe

stopped

Him:Ineedforyoutoscreammyname"

hekissedmyhipsandaskedifhecouldgodownon

mehowcanisaynotothatheslidtohisknees,



Neverthoughtthathemeantitliterallyscreamfuck

hisgood,theneighborsmustreallyknowhisname

nowIwasscreamingwithbothofmylegsintheair

hisfaceburiedonmyNana,ishetryingtokillme

andIhadthepleasureofwatchinghimsuckonthe

hoodofmyclitandlookathimgivinghimselfa

handjobasthewaterdrenchedhimhelookedso

sexy,Hewatchedmebackweconnectedinthe

mostsensualwayIhaveeverknowI'mnoexpectin

sexandIdon'tknowwhatIneedtodowithhis

giganticdickbutlookingathimgoI'msavingtodo

thattohimnexttime

Him:fuckbabyyes!"

Me:oohmyGodMvelo...Ooh...."wefinally

climaxedthesametime,

IcollapseddownhewasbreathingheavilysowasI,



thiswasamazing

Him:fuckmykids"hesaidcleaninghimselfupand

cleaningmetoo

Me:Istillthinkyouwon'tfit...."mylegswerewere

openandhewasstillkneelingbetweenmylegs

Him:IwillaskyouwhenI'minsideofyoutorepeat

thosewords"hekissedme,pickedmeupbridal

styleandplacedmeonourbed,hegavemeoneof

hisT-shirt

Him:youhungry?"Inodded,hetookhisphone

andorderedin

HeaskedjumpingonhissweatpantsIwasonlyon

hisT-shirtandunderwearheclimbtothebedand

lookedatme



Him:Imissyou'recooking"Ismiled

Me:youhairiswet"Itookatowelanddriedit

Him:ineedtogobacktotheUK"

Idroppedasmile

Him:sengenzeni"

Me:youleavingmeagain!!"

Him:Sbahle!"

Ilookeddown,"I'msorry"



Him:Itoldyou,youmustcomewithme...Course

I'mnotleavingyouinthisplacewithfuckboy

around"

Me:canyoujusttrustmeplease,Igotmyart

projectthatI'malreadydoing"

Him:Sbahle"

Me;itnotcoolthatIneedtoleavemylifetofollow

you"

Heturnedaroundandlookedatme"Sibahle

NtombikayiseBhengu...Ngiyindodayakho...whereI

goyougoandyouknowdamnwellthatifthetable

wereturnedIwouldhavedonethesameforyou,

ngikhomaIwillsupportyourcareeryourartbutI

cannotdothatwhilewemilesapart"Ipulledmeto

hisarms



Inoddedasheplacedhisforeheadonmine,his

phoneringeditwaswrittenKoko,hetookitkissed

mylipsandanswers

"phofukazi"hechuckled

...

Him:Iunderstand"

...

Him:tomorrowIpromised"

...

Him:I'msorry...ok..."helookedatmeandsmiled

"Iwilltellher...Byekoko..."



Thedaywasspendlazingaroundhedidn'twantto

gooutIdidn'twanttooaswellwewatchedamovie

talkedaboutusleavingheretheidealookokand

I'mtooclingyonhimtolethimgoonhisown,he

wasonhisphoneandIwaswatchingTV,asmuch

asIwanttofocusIcouldn'twithhishandsonmy

BrestItwassendingamassagetomyVjandI

hatedthefeelingofittwitchinglikethat,

Me:areyouintentionallymakingmehorny"

Him:Ican'tkeepmyhandsawayfromyousorry

...amImakingyoufeeluncomfortable"

Ishookmyheadandhesmiled

Ihavereadsomewherethatmanloveitwhen

womengodownonthem soherewearerightnow

I'monhisT-shirtandheseatingnexttomewith



onlyhissweatpantsonmyheadonhislapilook

athimandhishandsbrushmyexposedthighs

whilehisotherhandwasonhisphone"work"I

presumed

Me:Mnguni"

Him:mmmm"

OkhowdoIsaythiswithoutlookingimmature

Me:youknowthatIloveyouright"

Hedroppedhiseyesandlookedatmeandkissing

mylipsintheprocess

Him:IknowSthandwasami"



Ibitmylip

Me:youknowhowyoutakemetocloudnight

whenyoupleasureme"

Heraisedhislefteyebrow

Him:whereyougoingwiththis,"

Bythistimehishandwasalreadyrubbingonmy

ladypartsandIwasloosingfocussoIdecidedto

sitontopofhimiwrappedmyhandsaroundhis

neckandlookedathimintheeye

Him:yousobeautiful"

Me:Iwanttodothesametoyou"



Wespokeatthesametime

Him:what!!!"

Me:Iwanttopleasureyou..."

Helaughed,"how?"

Me:wellIreadsomewherethatguysenjoyitwhen

girlsgodownonthemyouknowlikeyoudotome"

Helaughedandshookhishead

Him:NoSbahle...Waitwhotaughtyoutodothat?"

Hisfacechange,yoootheZukothingisdrivinghim

crazyhisjealousyisonsteroidsrightnow



Me:MveloyoumyfirstineverythingIdon'tknow

howtodoit"

Hebreathoutloudyoothismanofmine

Me:lookyouwillteachme,Ijustwanttomake

youfeelsomething"

Him:butSthandwasamiyoumademecomethis

morning"hekissedmynosw

Me:Mvelocomeon...Youstoppedmethis

morningwhenitouchingyou I'mnotsureifwas

doingitrightorwrongyoupleasuredyourselfand

madeyourselfcome"Ifrownedwhyweevingoing

backforthwiththiswhyishenotjumpingtothe

opportunitythatIwanthim,



"hay...Chinaisnotbuiltinoneday..letmetakemy

timewithyou"hesaidgivingmeababykiss...

SeriouslybabykissMvelo

Me:isitbecauseI'mstillavirginthatwhyyou

treatingmelikethis?"

Him:nowyouactingcrazy...Youknowthatthere

ismoretousthenjustsexSbahlewhyrush

perfection"

Me:forhowlongdoIneedtowaityoumypartner

MveloandweneedtodothisthingsI'muni

experienceandIneedyoutoteachmestuff"

HegrabbedonmyAsstight"what'supwithyou

withwantingsexsobad"

Me:becauseIdon'twantyouwantingitsome



whereelse"

Hallohaveyouseenyourselfwomenaredrooling

overyou

Him:babyeversinceImeetyouIhaven'thassex

withnooneitsbeen12monthsalready...Haveyou

seenhowhotyouareIcan'tevenlookatanother

womenandfeelsomething...Letmetakemytime

withyouplease..."

Me:butI'mready"Ilookeddown

Him:I'mnot"

Me:stopitok...Yougetabonerjustbylookingat

meevennowyouhard...Whyyousavingme"



Him:ooohmyGodicreatedaFreak"

Heplacedhisfaceonmychest

Me:soteachmeke...Iwanttotasteyouaswell"

Him:babypleasestopthistopicisdrivingmecrazy

,"

Me:butIwantyouMnguni...I'mhornyandI'mwet"

IswallowedhardasIfelthimgrowsobigunderme

Him:IloveyouandIwantyoufirsttimetobe

specialyoumyQueenandIwanttocreate

memorieswithyousogogetdresseswegoingout

becauseyoufuckinturningmeonnow,!"_



IpoutedhetriedliftingmeupfromhimbutIjust

placedmyheadonhischest,clingytendencies

rightthereitssocrazyhowIneverwanttolethim

go

Him:comeonbabe"

don'taskmewhyItjustseemedtohappenthatway,

Ikissedhimandhemoanedinmymouthhewas

holdingmetotight...

.

.

Mvelo***

Imsohardlikemadhard,Sbahleisnotbacking



down,whathaveicreatedIwishIdidnotintroduce

hertooralbecausethepasttwodayshehasbeena

onmelikeadogonheat,ifshecontinuesthisway

shemightruinmyplans,yesI'msavingherfora

purposeanditsdamnhardbecausesheisnow

comfortablewithwalkingaroundmewithnothing

on.

trustmeeverymanlovestohaveawifethatislady

inthestreetandaFreakinthebedroomSbahlejust

completedmeandIcan'tWaitewhenIfinallymake

herawomenthethingsI'mgoingtodotohershe

willwishthatshewasneverthisforwardabout

havingsex,Iunderstandsheishornynowandits

allmyfaultbecauseIcouldnotkeepmyhandsoff

her,

sheisontopofmerightnowandIwantedto

explodeIknewifIactnowIwillhurtherIthankmy

fathersginsformakingmegifteddowntownI

stoodupshetangleherlegsacrossmeI'msureI



gotamillionlovebitesonmyskinnowImovedto

ourbedroomandstartedticklinghershegotoffme

likealightning

Her:areyoucrazy"shewasalaughingmass

Me:getdressedweneedtogo"Iranoutand

closedthedoorlookedatmybonerandcursed"

damityouSbahle"

ItookmyphoneandcalledMlondi

Me:whatup?"

Him:itstakencareof"

Me:whatdidyoudo?"



Him:stopaskingmeshityoutoldmetohandle

ZukosoIdid"

Inodded,Mlondiisahardcorecriminalandhaving

himasmybrotherinlawisgoodbutyetcrazyand

scary"

Him:whenareyouleaving"

Me:tonight..."

Him:IguessI'llseeyouthere"

Me:yasure"IdroppedthecallanddialledZoe

Me:howiseverythinggoing?"

Her:perfect...Shegoingtoloveit...HayI'mstill



talkingtohim...LangaMani"

Langa:whatmakesyouthinkshewillagreetoallof

this?,dudewhenBanzididitheknewthatMpume

wasasuckerforromancewenauzowenzakanjani

withSbahle?Youjustgotbacktogetherwiththe

hotheadedgirlthatwillnotbowdowntoeverything

yousay"

Me:Ijustmadeherfindmeirresistible,"

Langa:oohshityoumadeherclimaxforthefirst

time....nicemove...Butstill.."

Me:she'sonmymercy"

Him:soyouhaven't...Fuckyougood"



Me:Ilearnfromthebest..."honestlyspeaking

LangaandZoeloveisgoalandiwanttohavethat

withSbahleandIcouldn'thaveaskedforagood

friendlikeLangatoteachmeonhowhedoesitand

lookedlikeI'mintodipbecauseI'mmadlyinlove

withSbahle

Langa:justfocusonlovinghernow,sexwillbea

bonus...Shemustjustbetheonlythingthatmatter

inyou'reworldandbroyoucancometomeand

thankmelater..."

IfeltSbahlehugmefrombehind

Me:Iplantodojustthat...Bythewaywhenareyou

gettingmarried..."_

Him:fuckyou!"hedroppedthecallandilaughed



Iturnedaroundandlookedather,Mlondipacked

fewclothsforherandaskedSunnytodropped

themhereshelookedgoodonababypinkdress

Me:Ithoughtyouhatedgirlycolours"_

Her:thatwasbeforemeetyou"Ismiled

Me:letmeputonat-shit,comehelpmepack"

Her:uyaphi"

Me:wegoingtoJo'burg"

.

.
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Sbahle****

I'mstillaskingmyselfukuthihowrichisthisguy

kanyi?,Istillcannotregisterthathehasjetplane

thisplanelookslikea5starhotelitswasonlyme,

himandthetwopilots

Afterthetakeoffhekissedmycheek

"letmecatchupwithwork"

Me:hayimvelo"



Him:I'mdealingwithamajorcasesweetheartI

won'tbelolong,besidesyougotmusic,movies,

foodgocrazy'

Hekissedmeevenlonger,hepulledout

Me:Imissyoualready"

Hechuckledwalkedtowhatlooklikedeskhe

openedhislaptopasIadmiredhimforawhileand

noticedthathisfocusedinwhathisdoinghelooked

soserious,ItookmyphoneputmyheadsetonI

decidedtolistentoRehannajamsIwasbusy

humming,Idon'tknowwhensleepcamebutIwas

wokenupMvelo.

Him:buckleuplovewelanding"

Inodded,wemeetwithadriveroutsidethey



shookhandsandhegavehimcarkeys,hebowed

andwalkedaway,Mveloopenedmydoorafterhe

putourbagsinback.

IonlybeenoncetoJo'burgwhenIvisitedZimand

didthiscrazyTattooonmyback,backthenIwasin

badshapetoevenpayattentiontothegoldencity

Him:youmilesaway"hekissedmyhand

Me:whywehere"

Him:it'sasurprise"

Me:Ihatesurprises"

Him:IknowandIlikethatyouhatethembecauseI

plantodothemalottillyoulovethem"



Ihuffedashegiggled

Thedrivewasnotthatlongiopenedmyeyestothis

beautifulhousesIhaveeverseeninsomeestate,

westoppedatthegateofwhatlookslikemansion,

herolleddownthewindowandpunchedinacode,

thegateopenandwedroveintherewerecars

parked,expensivecarsparkedoutside

Him:shooteveryoneishere"

Me:who'shouseisthis"Ilookedatitwithmyjaws

ontheflooritwasbeautiful,

Ifelthimtapmyshoulder

Him:come"heoffersmehishandIhelditandwalk

out,Ilookedatmydressitsashortbabypinkbody



huggingshirtdress,Imatcheditwithwhiteall

stars,mynaturalhaironabun,I'mjustplain

Him:youpanicking"

Ilookedathimlikewhydidn'thetellmewegoingto

suchplace,theguydidnotknockhejustopened

thebigdoorandscreamed

"HoneyI'mhome"whatthefuck,Iwasmeetwith

lotoffacessomeIknewsomeI'mseeingforthe

firsttime,Ifrozenotknowingwhattodo

Me:sanibonani"theyallgreetedmeback,

"isthatTrey...OohmyGodyoufinallyhere,Zoe

saidcomingfromtheotherroom,Sindyscreamed

followingZoe



Zoe:oohnoyoudon't"

ZoeandSindyrantoMveloalmostnockinghim

downokwhat

Mveloislikegiantmysterypuzzles.Youcould

spendmonthspiecingtogetherpartsofthepuzzle

withouteveractuallyfindingoutwhattheendresult

lookslike.Andjustwhenyouthinkyou’realmost

doneandknowwhatthepicturewillbe,a

mysteriousthousandmorepiecessuddenlyget

dumpedInfrontofyouwhatgoingonhere?

Menzi:eveningmyQueen"yoohthisclownhe

bowedandIlaughed

"hiMenzi"hehuggedme

"ohdon'tmindthemtheywereworsewhenthey



werestillinhigh-schoolsfinallywemeetMrs

Mnguni...,pleasecomeinwelcometomyhome"

IalmostdroppedmymouthThisguyishot...No

scratchthathisgorgeous,waitdidhesaythisis

hishomehelookswayyoungtohavesuchahome

Him:I'mLangaDlaminiZoehusband"

OohthisistheLanga"oohnicetofinallymeetyou

too,Ihaveheardsomuchaboutyoupleasecallme

Sbahle"iwasabouttositdownwhenZoeattacked

mewithahug

Her:I'msorryaboutthat"

Me:Iknowhisyouperson...".Shechuckled



"haybabeI'mGugufinallywegottomeetyou,its

beenlongoverdue,oohandyourpictureshave

nothingonyouyooumuhle"

Me:thankyou

MyhusbandwhereisheIgotZoe,Sindy,Guguand

someshortgirlswithfrecklethatlookslikeVeliall

lookingatmewithsmilesonthereface,

"I'mNompumeleloDlaminiI'msorrycouldnot

attendyourweddingIwasswampedwithwork"

saidtheVelilookalike,

Sindy:justcallherMpume"

Gugu:nextthingshewillaskyoutocallher

Madlamini"



Mpume:askBonganitoputaringonityouwill

knowhowgooditistobecallbyyourhusband's

surname"

SindyandGuguwheretalkingsoloudIfiguredit

becauseofthewineglassesontherehands

Zoe:comelet'scatchup...Thistopicwillnotend

anytimesoon"

Ifollowedhertothekitchen,IlookedforthemanI

camewithbutdololo

Zoe:I'msogladthatyoutwoarebacktogether...

Healmostdied"

Me:wellIguessthetimeapartworkedmadehim

seemyworthheseemtobefocusonusnow"



Her:hisagoodguyandIhaven'tseenhimthis

happyinlongtime,youmakehimhappy...What

everyoudoingyoudoingitrightandkeepitup"

Ismiledlookingdown

Zoegavemeaglassjuice,yepasmostgirlsdowe

gossipabouttheloudmouthsontheotherroom

andwhatgoingonwiththem Zoeisfun,crazyand

suchacoolpersontohangaroundwith

Itstruewhattheysaythefriendsyoukeep

determinewhoyouareandyourfuture

Me:soyouandMpumearemarriedtobrothers?"

Her:yep,Mpumeislikeasisterwifetomenow,

shewasmybestfriendwhenweweregrowingup"



Me:whyyousayyouwereoncebestfriends"

Her:lifehappenedbabeandinterestchange"

InoddedIshiftedmyfocusonthisbeautifularea

theycallakitchen

Me:IloveyoukitchenZoe"

Her:pityIcan'tcookIonlycomeheretogetmy

winefromthefridge"

Webustoutandlaughed

Iwasonlycalledherebyhertogossipaboutevery

onelookathertakesipofherwinebutI'mnotbord

atallinfactI'menjoyingmytimewithherIguess

I'monlyclosetoZoebecausesheMvelo'sperson



whateverthatisbuttherearelikesisterandbrother

,andthefactthatshewasalsoclosewithPamisa

bonustome.

Me:haybooiforgottoask,areyouperhaps

throwingapartyorsomething?"

Her:nosweetyeveryyearwehavethiscouple

retreatthatwedo,youknowaromanticgateaway

weallfriendsandinonecirclesothatwhenweget

timetochillcatchupgetdrunkandhavefun,Iwas

notlookingforwardingoingthisyearbecausewe

lostoneofourownanditwasjustnotgoingtobe

thesamewithouther"

Me:Pam?"

Shenodded,butMvelosaidthatheisvisitingme

foraweekendItoldSindyandshewasonthenext

planetomyhousewhenItoldherthatMvelois



bringingyoualong,boomthehousewaspack'

Ilaughed

Me:thatcrazyallbecauseofme?"

Zoe:whowouldn'twanttobeinpresenceofroyalty

"

SoMvelodecidedtoofficiallyintroducemetohis

friend,butwhynow?Imeantheyknowhis

marriedtosomeonecoulditbethatmaybethey

weredrivinghimcrazyabouthowimustbeto

classyorsnobbishtohangoutwiththembecause

ofmytitlemaybethatthereasonwhyhehasn’t

broughtmetomeetthem,You’llknowmaybehe’s

justdoingittoshutthemupbecauseitwillbeatwo

-secondmeetandgreetandiwon’tseethemagain

forquiteawhile.



Sindywalkedin"yoohyourfrienddrivesmecrazy"

Zoe:shealwaysmyfriendwhenyoufightwithher"

Her:thatringinherfingermakesherthinksheis

betterthenus"

Zoe:she'sbeenmarriedforfouryearsandwellto

methatstillahoneymoonstage...Soletherbe"

Sindyclickedhertongue"sidlaninikanti"she

asked

Zoe:youalwayshungry...Takethisbowlstothe

patio"theothertwogirlswalkedinandwemoved

thefoodtothebackyard,itwasanentertainment

areaandlookedsobeautifulthelightingohmyGod

okI'msayingitforthelasttimenowthishouseis

beautifulitsyourMTVbasecelebritycribskindofa



lookitsjustoutofthisworld.

IsawSindyThrowinghimselftoMenziyoothistwo

somethingneverchangeMvelocalledmetositnext

tohimheheldmyhandandkissedmycheek

Him:areyougood?"

Ismiledhetookaglassandgavemesomejuice,"

thankyou"Isaidtohim

Fromthelooksofit,Igettoseetheloudhim,cray

cockyandfunside

Hewantstohangoutwitheveryoneandhavefun.

It’snotabigdealtohimthatI'mmeetinghisfriends.

Itjustsimplifieshislifeifwecanallhangoutatthe

sametime.Ihaveconcludedthatthiswon'tbea

onceoffthinghewillwantmetogotodinnerwith



hisfriends,orhangoutwiththegirlsthatwhyhe

leftmetheretogettoknowthem itookmytime

studyingthisgirlsbeforeme,wellyouKnowZoe

shemorelikemeandweclickedfromfirstdayI

sawher,SindyistallandSlimlonghairambitious

feistyIgetthatMenziisintimidatedbyherbutIsee

crazyloveinthem,GugutheycallhermissGhetto

sheisloudandswearsalotZoesaidshedating

Bonganiandthererelationshipistocrazyto

understand,Mpumeischurchgirlalsoaworker

holicsheworksintheDlaminiplantationherin-

lawscompanysheacttoomuchofwifeandbores

metodeathandshemarriertoBanzi

Him:wellthisaremyfriendwhenmylifewasstuck

inthemiddleofnowherelikeacarthathaslow

guesstankthatsittingonE,myfamilyherebafaka

Ifulltankandkickstartmetomoveon"

InoddedyouknowmeandMvelohardlydatedandI

don'tknowmuchaboutrulesandregulationof



whenaguydatesagirlbutforhimtointroduceme

tohisfriendsmeansagratedeal,Imeansthathe

wantsmetobepartofhiscirclehissharing

everythingtothemaboutusandhewantmetobe

inthecircleaswell,thisissonewtomebutI'm

justgladthateveryonehasapartnerthisisagood

signicanrestassurethatwhenhesayhiswithhis

friendshisnotnotcheating,hisrubbingonmy

thighnowhistoaffectionate,hisdoingitagain

claimingmeHewantseveryonearoundhimto

knowthatimofflimitsbecausehe’sintomeHe’s

practicallypeeingonmylegmarkinghisterritory

Mveloisatypicallyjealoustypeallsignsarejust

there.

Gugu;youknowwecandothataswell'"

Zoe:gugustopit"

Mpume:noqhubekayouweresaying?"



Mpumewasdishingupforeveryoneshelooks

quiteandhumblenotliketherestofthegirlshere

butIdidnotgethercharactertheresomething

aboutherthatIcan'tputmyfingeronit.Andthe

waytheydiscussedherbackinthehousejust

confirmedmysuspisions

Mvelo:areyoucold?"Ismelledalcoholinhis

mouthhenowtipsy,helookingatmewithlustful

eyes

Ishookmyheadno

Him:didItellyouhowbeautifulyouaretoday'he

whisperinmyearandIgiggled

Me:everymorningwhenIwakeupyoudotellme,

buyIcannevergetenough'



Mvelo:everythingaboutyouistotallyhot,me

beingnexttoyourightnowim justshowingoff.

Youjustpumpedupmyegotoanotherlevel

Iblushedandlookeddown

Ihithisshoulderyousowrong,Inoticedthat

Mpumefinisheddishingupnooneservesmyman

butme"momrules"Istoodup

Him:uyaphi?"

Me:togetyourfood"thesmileonhisfacewas

priceless,mostlikelyhewascheckingmeoutmy

bodywhileI'mtakingtwoplates.

Ihandedhimwetwipesthatweresaculating



Him:pleasewipemyhand"

IdidthatalleyeswereonusbutIwasnotgoingto

dwellontherelooks

Me:don'ttellmeImustfeedyouaswell"

Him:youreadmymind"

Me:uyahlanya"

Ihandedhimhisfoodaswelaughed

Him:thankyouMabhengu"

Ismiled



Me:didyounoticethatMpumelookeslikeVeli"

BanziandMvelohadaconversationswiththeir

eyes

Mvelo:youhaven'ttoldher"

HeaskedBanzi

Banzi:itsnotmyplace..."

IlookedatMvelo"whatgoingon?"

Him:Ipromisetotellyoulater"

Thefoodlooksgoodnothingfancyjustlotofmeat



andsalads

Gugu:soSbahletellusaboutyourself"

Ilookedatherlikeisshecrazy

Bongani:sheisSbahleTreyswifefullstop."

Gugu:awkahleangikhuluminawe"

Iwasn'tpreparedtoansweratonofquestionsI

didn'tevenknowhowtoanswerthatquestionI

don'twantyoseamrudeoranythingsojustshifted

hertothatdirectionshewasgoing

Me:ngiyintombazaneyasezilaliniempangeni,

ngacelwaisokaleseswatiniucungalinika

wangikhokhelasashata"



Gugu:what"

Everyonebustoutandlaughed

Langa:MkhayaWami...(myhomegirl)

Owangasesigodinisangakithikewena"

BanziwhistledIshookmyheadandlaughedZulu

boys

Zoe:shejustsaidwhatBonganisaidindipZulu"

Bonganifistbumpme"Ndlonkulu"Ilaughed

Gugu:yougotjokesIsee"shestoodupnomake

thatstumbleupwalkingaway



Sindy:Ithinkshemeethermatch"

Bongani:itsabouttimeyooshesoannoyingwhen

sheisdrunk"thisrightheredidnotfeelawkward,

conversationwasflowingafter,hishappythatI'm

talkingandjokingaroundwitheveryone

Me:wasthisatest?"

Him:for?"

Me:toseehowyourfriendsfeelaboutme"

Him:what...No!"_

Me:Mnguniyoucan'tlietomeIknowthatPeople

trusttheirfriendsandlistentotheiradvice

eventually.Thisislikeatest-runtoseeifyour



friendslikemeornotIftheynixme,Iwon’tsee

themagain,andillprobablybebreakingupalife

timerelationshipwiththemwithyou,Iftheydolike

me,i’llsuddenlybeinvitedtolotsofstuffthat

includeseveryone."

Him:whyyoualwayshavetooverthinkeverything

"

Me:IcallthatbeingSmart"

Him:mmmmIseewenawhatanswerdidyou

comeupwith'"

Me:wecanonlywaitandsee...ButeitherwayI

ain'tholdingmybreathaslongasIgotyou"

Bongani:YouknowIthoughtZoeandLangaare

theonlyonesjoinedatthehipdon'ttellmeyoutwo



also...Comeon!"oohmyGodIevenforgotwe

havecompanywewereinourownbubblenow

cuddlinginaonesitterandlostineachothereyes

Mvelo:getusedtoit"theybustoutandlaughed.

IthinkI'mjetlegbecauseIwasyawningnow,and

itnothelpingthatI'mrestingmyheadonMvelo

chestEveryonewasdrunktheguyswereonthere

secondbottleofHennesseyandnotmentionbears

andsidedthereweredrinking,thegirlswere

drinkingwineandVodkaI'mtheonlysobberone

herebecouseevenMomfundisiisdrinking.

BonganiandMenzitoldfartjokesandtoomany

storiesthatstartedlike,“Thatonetimewhenwe

drovedrunk…”There’snothingmoreunattractiveto

methanpeoplewhodoreckless,dangerousthings

andthinkthey’refunnyorsomethingworthbeing

proudof.Ugh.LangaMveloandBanziwere

speakingincodes,youthatguystalkit’slikethey’re



spittingquestionmarksoutoftheirmouthsmixed

inwiththeirwords.Sure,wehearwhatthey’re

saying,butwhattheheckdotheymeanby

whateveritis?

Me:Ineedtousethebathroom"Mpumesaidthat

shetiredandwasgoingtobed,Isensedavibe

betweenherandhubbybuthayitsnonofmy

business,Mveloaskedhertoshowmethe

bathroom,sowewalkedouttogether

Her:soTreydoesnotmindyouwearingshotthings

"

Me:no"

Her:butyou'reawifeandQueen"

Me:Iknow...ButhowwillthewayIdressaffect



myabilitytobeaGoodwifeorQueen"

Her:ooh..."

Me:sowhereisthebathroom"

Sheshowedme

Me:thankyou...Goodnight'Iwalkedpasther'I

didmybusinesswashedmyhandsandwhenI

openedthedoorIbumpedintoMvelo

Him:babyIcan'tdrivetothehotelnowI'mdrunk,

Zoehasenoughroomscanwepleasespendthe

night"

Me:Zoetoldmewespendingtheweekendhere"



Him:shit...Youdon'tmindright"

Me:naaaaahmetirednow'llgoaskedZoewhich

roomswilluse"

Him:don'tworryiwillshowyoumyroom"

Me:yourroom?"

Him:Ihavearoominthishouse,Sbuhouseand

Menzi...comehelpmepee"hepushedmeinside

thebathroomandattackedmewithkiss.

.

.

Tobecontinued
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uneditedatall

Sbahle***

Thefeelingofbeinginloveandalsotoyouare

lovedbysomeoneisthebestthinganybodycan

feelinthisworld,Mveloshowersmewithlove,gifts

andjusthimbeingthereeverytimewhenIneedhim

ohbutcomenighttime,hesleepslikehisinkung-

fumovieandfightingninjasandwhenhisdrunkits

evenworsehewillkeephoggingthecovers,

snoringwaytooloud,hewilltlgrindingofteethkick

andpunchmeoohGodandthewayhespread

himselfonthebedJesuscomedownplease!

there’smanytimeswheniwokeuplastnightand

justlookedathim,ifinallytookmycoversand

cuddleinacouchinourroom,butsurprisinglyi

wokeupinhisarmsintheearlymorningItwas



prettyawesomehavinghimsleepnexttomebut

Likeeveryscenario,thereareprosandconsin

havingalifetimepartnerwejustneedtoadjustto

them.It’seasytocomplainaboutallhisannoying

habits,butsometimesweforgetaboutallthethings

weloveabouthavingourpartnersshareourbeds.

Idon'tknowaboutyoubutyoumostprobably

realizedthatI'masuckerforSnugglingupinhis

armsandfallingasleepinhischestisoneofthe

bestfeelingsintheworld.Ifeelsafe,secureand

loved.SleepcomesfastandisleepsoeasyandIt

doesn’tgetmuchbetterthanthat.

IwokeuptoanemptyBedthismanbeinganearly

birdishisthing,therewasanoteonhispillow

"gonejoggingwiththeguysdon'tmissmetomuch

"



Ifrowned,Iwantmymorningcuddleandkissyou

knowitsEvenbetterthanfallingasleepbesidehim,

thefeelingofwakingupnexttohimtooismypick

meupforthedayAslongaswecangetoverthe

morningbreath,curlingupinMveloarmsisthebest

waytostartmyday.

Idraggedmybodytothebathroomtookashower

hotlongshower,wesleptverylatelastnightandI

gotbagsundermyeyedasevidence,aftertakinga

bathImademywaytothebedroomthedoor

openedwithhiminshotskicksandblackandwhite

bandanahesmiledwhenhenoticeme,hewas

sweatingandIwasaboutaskhimabouthist-shirt

andheshowedme

"ItookitoffwhenIwaswalkingupthestairsI

swear"hekissedmewithhissaltysweatymouth

Igiggled



Him:Goodmorning"

Me:morninggotakeabath..."

Hesmiledandwinkedatmewalkingtothe

bathroom,leavingatrailofhisclothseverywhere,

Mveloissuchababy

"don'ttakethattoweloffjustyetIwanttoshowyou

something"hesaidfromthebathroom

"ok"

Iheardtheshowerrunningandtookmyphone,

Didyprofilepicwasaweddingpicturehisstatus

read"itsabouttogetlitattendingcrosscontinent

wedding"



Itextedherandasked"who'sgettingmarried"

Her:I'matclassbabewillcallyoulater"

Me:itsSaturdayDidy..."

Her:Ihavetogomomiscallingme"

Me:yourmom?YouincapetownandsheKZN...

Didywhatgoingon?"

Sheloggedout,Itriedcallingher,phonewasoff,

Mvelothrewhimselfonthebed

Him:whatupwiththatface?"



Me:Didyistalkingaboutsomeinternational

wedding"

Him:ooh..."hetossedmyphoneasideandstarted

kissingmeandtouchingme"

Me:babenotherewhatiftheyhearme"

Him:"thewallsaresoundproofjustrelaxand

let'senjoyeachother"

Ilikethesoundofthat,hewasreallyhardandhis

mornsweresoloud,heatemeuplikehislife

dependentonmypussyAnditwasreallygoodI

cameandhelickedmecleanedIwasstillcoming

backfrommyhighwhenhetold

Him:BabeletmeteachyousomethingbeforeIdie

ofgreenballs"hesaidwithhiseyeshalfopened



Me:what?"

Him:yougoingtodoitday,don'tbitemeplease"

WhatthefuckyoutalkingaboutIfrowned

wondering

Him:yougoingtogodownonme"

I'mnotinthemoodIbitemylowerlip

Him:don'toverthinkitjustdoit"

Me:Mvelo"hetossedmetobeontopofhimhis

shaftwasgoingupandhardwithveinspoppingout

likeanythingIhaveneverseen



Him:youoverthinkingitcomeonSbahletakemy

dickandputitonyourmouthislikelickingalolly

pop"

sohereIwasonmykneesimadetentativeefforts

atfirst.IfididnotlovehimthewayIdoiwould

havesaidthisisprimarilycomprisedoftheemotion

of“Ew,thisisgross!”butthatwassimplynotthe

casewithme.Afterall,Iwasalreadywillingtoputit

insidemyvagina,sohavingitinmymouthdidn't

seemlikeabigdeal.Whatreallybuggedmewas

tryingtofigureouthowtobreatheheisbigandit

didnothelpthathishandweredirectingmeto

movebackandfourthonhim basicallyihadtotake

abreakevery30secondsorso-whichmeanthe

wentfromfullyarousedtonotatallturnedon

severaltimes.Finally,Irealizedthatthiswasthe

exactoppositeofswimmingwithmyhead

underwater.Ihadtoremembertokeepbothmy

mouthandnoseopenatthesametime.Perform

withone,breathewiththeother.ButbythenIwas

sotiredandhadsuchamassivecrickinmyneckI



wantedtostopbuthewasinthemomentand

screamingwhatevershitintongues.

,Nomatterwhattheytellyou,boysdefinitelyhave

theeasiertask.Nogagreflextoworryabout,no

needtotwistyourneckinareallyawkwardangle

forlongminutes,nospit-swallowdilemmatodeal

with.Anyway,thosearemoreevolvedproblems

thanIwasfacingwhilehewascallingmynameand

clearlyenjoyinghimself,heinstructedmetoplay

withhisballsandIfollowedinstructionhewasin

anotherworld...aftersometimehetenseduphis

eyeswererolledback

Him:shit...Shit....oohmyGodFuck..."ohgood

LorddidhejustcomeonmymouthIjumpedup

andrantothebathroomtospititoutIrinsedmy

mouthhewalkedbehindme

Him:I'm...really.....reallysorry"



Icontinuedtospitandignoredhim

Him:hle-hle...I'msorry"

Ilookedathimthemirror

Me:youcameinmymouthMvelo...Whatthehack

".

Him:forafisttimeryoudiditlikeapro...Fuckyou

tookmetoanotherplanetandifoundmyself

speakingalienlanguage"

Ilookedathimandlaughed,

Wewerebothnakedandwecrackingupinthe

bathroomaboutthethingshewassayingI'm



relievedtosayitwasn'tsobad,andIpromisedto

doitnexttimesincemyfirstexperiencegotme

cleaningmymouth

Wetookaninnocentbathtogether

Him:youknowthatonedayyouwillswallowmy

come"

Me:never"

Him:areyougoingagainstthewordofyourmaster

now"Ilaughed

Him:IloveyousomuchMabhengu"

Me:IloveyoutooMnguni"_wekissed



itwasprettyspectacular,eventhoughIsayso

myselffinallyIgotthechancetodrivehimcrazy

.

.

Tobecontinued

.

.

asyouknowI'mworkingfromhomeguys ...

andsincenetworkisakillerimayresumework

laterontonight. ..,I'mnotpromisingyou

alateinsetbutwillseeiftheGodsofTelkomare

withus,

letusprayZihlobozami

chapter67

.
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Sbahle***

Wedidnoteatbreakfastwiththeotherwejust

playedaroundinourroomtillourtummytoldus

wehavetoeat,tookanothershowerwhilehe

changed,whenIwasdoneIdressedupItriedtofix

myhairbutwaterhasmadeitfrizzysoIjust

decidedtoputahaton

Him:youwearingthat?"

Me:isthereanythingwrongingwithit?"

Him:ngisazobulalaumuntuMinamekunje"

Me:yousodramatic"



Iputmywhitebuckethatonmyhairwasjustto

muchformetocomb

Him:SbahleIcannotalwaysbeyourshadowfrom

allthevultureoutthere"

Ilookedathimhewasalsolookinglikeadish

brownchinopants,creamgolfT-shirt,withblack

snickers

Me:youwearingthat?"

Herolledhiseyes,

Me:thatsogay"

Webustoutandlaughed,heheldmyHandand

lookedatmedipintheeyes



Him:IloveyouandItrustyoubutIdon'ttrustthem

,thistopisrevelingmyassets"

Me:Icantakecareofmyselfbesidesmyheart

belongstoyou..."

Wekissed

Him:youlookhot...Butyoothathair.."

Me:IhopeZoecantakemetoherstylist"_

Hin:Igaveyouacardthatyouhardlyused...Why

isthat?"

Me:Ileftallmybelongingsbackattheroyalhouse

thatday...IwasMlondicharitycaseforthepast



months"_Isaidlaughinghisfacechanged,

Him:youshouldhavecalled"

Me:Iwasmadatyou"

EvenI'dIwasn'tIwillneveraskhimformoneyIgot

mytrustfundmoneyandsavingaccount,soI'm

setforlife,yeshisrichbutIwillnotstooptothat

levelofbeingthatwomen.Whilesomewomen

havenoqualmsaboutseekingfinancialhelpfrom

theirpartnersfromtimetotime,Ifinditabit

uncouthtoaskformoneyfrommyman,

Idoexpectgiftsandtreatsfromtimetotime,but

askingforcashisalinethatIdon’tcross.Maybeit

isbecauseIhavemyownmoneyandIcantake

careofmybills.Iknowsomewomenwhoare

unemployedandhavetorelyontheirboyfriendsfor

everything,eventhemostbasicofneedsthankGod



I'mnotlikethat

Him:youmybeautifulwifearenotyourbrothers

responsibilityeitherweseparatedortogetheryou

needtocallmeforsuchthings"

Me:babeitsjustmoneywhyyougettingworkedup

aboutthis"helookedatmeandIknewhispissed

MvelohasmoodsfordayandasmuchasI

understandhimIhatethathismoodcangofrom

100to0inasplitofasecond

Him:becauseyouneveraskmeforanything"

Oohgodarewehavingthistopicrightnow,Irolled

myeyes

Me:IwasnotraisedtodependonmenMvelo"



HonestlyspeakingthatthefactIdon'tseeabig

dealaboutthis,Unlikesomeladiesoutthere,Idon’t

believethatmensolelyexistinthisearthtosupport

women.AmanisnotyourATMorsafetynet.Try

becomingindependent.Youwillfeelalothappier

andfulfilledinarelationshipifyouknowthatyou

havegotyourownback.Butmymanheredoesnot

feellikethatHeletgoofmyhandandtookaband

andtiedhishair

Me:Mvelo..."Itriedcalminghimdown

Hewasbreathingheavily

Me:Mnguni..."hiseyeswereredwithanger

Him:I'mjustamen...Thatyouneednothingfrom

...Youtalkedaboutdoingyourhairwho'smoney

wereyougoingtouse?!"



Me:mine"Isaidsoftly

Him:usebenzaphiSbahle!!!

Ihateitwhenhestartshouting,Ijustdon'tknow

howtotalktohimwhenhislikethis,justthis

morningwewerehavingfunexploredeachother

body'snowhiswildlionisjustwaitingtoripeme

apart

Him:yousofullofyourself...yazi..."

Me:angizwanga?"

Him:thiswhatwehaveisnotboyfriend,girlfriend

thingwemarriedwhat'smineisyourswhatyoursis

mine...Stopactinglikeabloodysinglewomen..."



Ilookeddownhethrewhisbankcardonthebed

"youneedtoknowandunderstandthedefinitionof

beinginarelationship...orbeingawifeinthis

marriage"

Hewalkedout,bangingthedoorIsankdownon

thecouchandplacemyhandsonmyfacewhatjust

happenrightnow...IcouldnotcrybecauseIhad

notearstocryforsomethingsomeaninglesslike

money.

FewminutelaterIheardalightnockandfew

secondslaterthedooropened

Zoe:hi"

Me:hi"Ifakedasmile



Sheseatdownnexttome

Her:areyouok?"

Me:didheaskyoutospeaktome?"

Sheshookherheadno

Her:hisnotspeakingtoanyoneIfiguredyoutwo

hadafight"

Me:histoocontrollingandwantsthingstobe

donehisway,IunderstandI'myoungZoebut

Mvelosometimestreatmelikeakidthanhis

partner"

Shelaughedshakingherhead,Icouldnothelpbut

toadmireherbeautythisblondcolouronherhair



makesherlookwhitethencoloured

Her:youmindtellingmewhathappened"

Me:sibangaimali,hewantsmetoaskhimfor

everything,Zoeislovesupposetobeaboutmoney

andwhathegivesme?Idon'tgiveadamnabout

hisRichie'sIlovehim...JustrightnowIwantedto

domyhairusingmyownmoneybuthealmostbite

myheadoff"

Shecontinuedlaughing,Istoodupcauseshewas

pissingmeoffaswell

Me:canyoustoplaughingthisisnotfunny"_

Her:I'msosorryitsjustthatIhavebeeninyour

situationsoIcanreallyrelateonwhatyougoing

troughrightnow"



Me:what?"_

He:letmetellyouaboutmeandLanga..."

Isetdownnexttoher

Her:ImeethimwhenIwas16..Hewas21hewas

myfirstineverythinglove,kiss,sexeverything..."

Me:thissoundslikemeandMvelo"

Shenodded

Her:IwashisgoldeneggIstillam,hehated

thatI'mwildandfreebecauseyenahisquiteand

keeptohimselfkindofguy,somanytimeshewish

IcouldchangebutasyoungasIwasIstoodmy



ground...Imeetlangabeforehewasthisrichbuthe

hadmoneyandboydidhewishtostrangleme

whenItoldhimmybrothergavemyfirstcar,my

auntboughtmethisandthat,whenIwentout

shoppingwithmyfriendanddon'taskhimfor

moneyhewillflip...Ididn'tgetitthenbutbeinga

wifeatanageof17IlearnedfastthatI'mbruising

hisIgor"

Me:what?"

Zoe:manlikeLangaandMvelobelievethatthe

moneythattheyworksohardfordayinandday

outmustbespendbytherewife's...Langagives

meanallowanceofR25keverymonth,boughtme

thishouse,payformyschoolfees,igotfourcars,

ahousekeeperapersonalchef,clothsthatstill

havetagson,andwhenIsayI'mbordhetakesme

onholidayacrosstheworld..."

Me:wowthattoomuch...Itslikeyoudon'tevenlift



afinger"

Her:Idon't...Ijustdomywifedutiesinbedroom,

respecthim,supporthimandstaybeautiful...

Me:wow!Yousoundlikeatrophywife?"

Her:hewillneverallowmetobethatIwillnever

allowmyselfeither..ThatwhyI'matschooldoing

my5thyearinmedicinebecauseapowerfulman

needsasmarteducatedwomenhecanshowof

with,hewillneverallowyoutohidebehindhis

shadow...Hechoseyouforyourbrainsnever

doubtthat"

Me:Idon'tknowwhattodo...Imeanhesaida

mouthfullandhismad"

Shelaughed



Her:thatsimplebabygirl,justgowildwithhis

money,trustmeitmakesthemsohappy...And

thatreducesfighting..."

Me:R25kmonthlyallowance?"

Shelaughed

Her:andIdon'tevenuseit...Helovestakingme

shoppingandhepampersmeallthetime...SoI

usehismostofthetime"

Welaughed

Me:thisfeelsIdon'tknowlikeyourloveisbased

onmoneyIdon'tknowifIcandealwiththat?"



Sheshookherheard

Her:wecanbebrokewithnothingIwillstillputmy

lifeonthelineforthatmen..AndIknowyouwill

tooforMvelothislifestyleisjustabonustothe

lovewehave...soStopquestioningMvelohe

wearsthepantsinthisrelationship,andenjoy

beinghiswife"

Ilookeddown

Her:hle-hlethatmanlovesyouandwishtomake

youhappywhateverhedoesforyouitsnot

becausehewantyocontrolyouorbuyyoubut

becausehewanttogiveyouthefinerthingsinlife

thataresuitedforhisQueen"

Shestoodupandpulledmeup



Her:chinupok"Ismiledandnodded

andshehuggedme,strangeenoughherhugwas

notcoldorforcedmybodyjustallowedherin

Her:Ilikeyouroutfit...Yoothatassgirl"

Me:notbigasyours"

Her:offcourseyoucan'ttopthis"

Welaughedandshehookedherarmaroundmine

Iwaswearingwhiteshorts,whiteshirtthatexpose

myback,Itoppeditwithmygoldnecklacewith

matchingbraceletandwatch,Mveloboughtthis

setlastyearhesaid'toshowyouhowIappreciate

you'



Me:Ineedtogotothemallmaybedomyhair"

Zoe:Igotyoudoyoumindifwegowiththeothers

"

Me:naaahitscool"

Sheleadmeoutside,therewasatablesetinthe

gardenwithallthefoodies

Sindy:finallyyoutwocamedown"

Me:sorryimissbreakfast...Ioverslept"

Sindy:whatbreakfastweallwokeupnow..."



Me:afternooneveryone..."theygreetedmeback

IsetnexttoZoeandSindywasonmyotherside,

Mvelowassittinginfrontofmeandhiseyesfixed

onhisphone

Istateddishingafruitsaladformyself

Mpume:Ithoughtyouweregoingtohelpmecook

thismorning"shelookedatme,Sohowdosaythis

withoutbeingrude

Me:I'msorryshouldIhave?"

Her:wellIjusthopeyoudifferentfromthelazy

bunch"

Gugu:willneverheartheendofthis...Yes



Mpumeyoucookedbrunchthankyou"

Mpumerolledhereyesandlookedatme

Me:I'mreallysorryIdidn'tknowIwouldhavehelp

youjustthatwhereIcomefromthekitchenisthe

theprideandjoyanescapeplaceforthewomenof

thehouse,Zoenevergavemepermissiontoutilize

herspace"

Mpumelaughed"shecan'tevencooksowhatthe

pointofaskinghersomethingshedoesnotuseor

utilize"

Banzi:Nompumelelo"

Mpume:whatshe'ssayingdoesnotmakesense"



Me:itsstillherhouseshemaynotcookinitbutI'm

surethereotherthingsshedoesinit,soasher

guestI'mrespectingherboundariesandIwillask

fornothinglessfromheroranyoneelseinfact

whenthereinmyhouse"

Thetablewentsilentandeveryonewaslookingat

melikeIsaidgofuckyourself

Langa:MkhayaWami...Ireallylikeyou"

SindybustoutandlaughedIlookedupandfound

Mvelosidesmilingatme

Zoe:solet'spastthefactthatIcan'tcookthatwas

justrudelydisplayedtoeveryoneoohGod...!"

Langa:asSbahlesaidthereislotmoreyoudoon

thatkitchenthenjustcook,someofthosethings



makemeveryhappy.."hewinkedather

Bongani:fuckmancan'tyoujustwaittillwefinish

eating...hayilangaMani"hepushedhisplateaside

andeveryonebustoutandlaughokdidImissthe

joke

Sindy:mmmmthathafriend"

Zoe:yesbabytellthemhowwecookupastorm

together"

Mvelophonerangedhestoodupmovedawayto

answeredit

Zoe:I'mthinkingspardayforuslady'stillyou

guysfigureoutentertainmentforlater"



Mvelo:countmeandSbahleoutwemadeother

plansforlater"hesaidsitting

Banzi:yayayaweknow"

OkamItheonelostwhatplansishetalkingabout

Sindy:oohyesIlikethatZoe"

LangacalledMveloforawordandtheymoved

awayfromus

Gugu:Ialsowanthitthemalldoshopping"

Bongani:thatitI'mout"alltheguysstoodup

leavinggirlstochat

Zoe:andmaybegetinkedup"



Gugu:howaboutstripclubkeLadys"shesaida

loudenoughfortheguystostopwhattheydoing

"_what!!"Langa

"INI"Bongani

"fuckno!"Banzi

"Dakiwe"menzi

Mvelojustlaughed...

Gugu:hayboI'mjustjoking..."wealllaughed

Sindy:Gugukodwa...Uzobulalaabanyeabatwana



"

Zoe:sowho'sdriving...I'malreadydrinkingshe

raisedherglass.."doessheeverstopdrinking?

Sindy:I'mstillhangoverfromyesterday..."we

lookedatGugu

Her:fuckno".shesaidfixinghershadesyoosheis

suchadiva

Zoe:IguessyoudrivingSbahle"

"whyme?Idon'tevenknowthePretoriaroads"

Mpume:fineIwilldrive,whenareweleaving"

Gugu:nooffencewewanttogettheretodaynotin



anextdecadeortwo"

Everyonebustoutandlaughed

Mvelo:wellifyoustillvalueyourlifedon'tputmy

wifebehindthewheelshedriveslikemadmax"

Hetookanappleandwalkedaway

Zoe:cool...Sbahleisdriving"

Me:Zoe"

Zoe:IloveyouSweety"shekissedmycheek,they

justbullingmebecauseI'mnewandyounger

Me:letmegogetmybagandphone"Istoodup

andeveryonesaid"wow"Iturnedandlookedat



themwhat?didImessmyself,

Mpume:isthatatattoo?"

Zoe:Itoldyouitsfuckinourofthisworld"

Sindyjumpedfromhersit

Gugu:fuckthisisdope"

Thereweremakingahugedealoutofthis,

Mpume:itsbig..."Shefrownedshewasdisgusted

orsomethingI'mstartingtonotlikethisgirlnow

Me:istheresomethingwrongMpume"



Gugu:comelovebeforeshecallsyouadevil

worshiper"welaughedaswewalkedinsidethe

houseshewenttoherroomandiwalkedtomine,I

tookmybag,phoneandcardcomplimentofhubby

"I'msorryaboutearlier"Ididnotlookathim

Me:ok"

Him:I'msorrySbahle"

Me:Isaidok"

Itookmystuffandwasabouttowalkout..

Him:lookbabeIknowI'mdifficultmantobewith

andI'mworkingonbeingabettermanforyou..."



Me:uzamakanjani?Becauseallyoudoisshoutat

mewhenyougetangryI'mnotyourchildMveloI'm

yourwifeandsometimesyouneedtospeaktome

withrespect...Don'tletmyagecloudthewayyou

lookatme,I'mawomen...Becauseyoudecidedto

makemegrowupbyputtingthisrockonmyfinger

...Sobeforeyoulosecontrolandfindsomething

wrongwithmyactionmakemeseereasonfirstand

talktomelikeyourwomen...Soletmegoplease"

Him:ngiyaxolisa"

Heletmyarmgo..."sorryisneverenough..."I

walkedoutbangingdooraswelltwocanplaythat

game

.

.



Tobecontinued...NoteditedatallsorryZihlobo

zami...I'mjugglingworkandposting

chapter68

.

Sbahle***

Itstruethattheenemyofawomanisanother

woman,We'veallhaveencounteredwiththatone

particularwomenthatsisjudgementalandnobody

canstandher...Ithoughtthissuchbehavioris

foundinhighschoolandgirlsbullyotherover

nothing,isitjealousyorisitenvy?Nobodyknows

I'veheardDidyoncesaidthat'girlsaremean'and

'womenarebitchy,'IneverknewIwillmeetawolf

hidingunderasheepskinlikeIjustdid,andtotop

itup,ihavebeenincountlessrun-inswithher

eversinceImeether,thatrightnowIfeellike

jumpingher.



Mpume:Ijustfeellikehavingatattoo..Isjust

taintingGodtemple"Irolledmyeyesthiswas

gettingoldwhyisshestilltalkingaboutmytattoo,

halloZoehasabout20tattoosonherbody

Me:Mpumeyoudwellingtomuchonthisnowand

itstartingtoirritateme,whydon'tyousavethat

speechforBanzi"

Her:wheredoesmyhusbandfeetinallofthis?_"

Me:youmarriedtoamanthathasabout100

tattoosonhisbody,soyoutellingmeyourather

vowtolovehimforlifeandbutjudgeuswhoonly

haveonetattoo?"

Singh:aish!"



Mpume:Itsjusymyownpersonalviewpointwhy

yousooffended"

Me:hamboshumayelaekhayakuqaladalinotLA

(gopreachathomenothere)

Gugu:wow!"

Mpume:iwasjusttryingto"

Sindy:Mpumeletitgoplease"

Sheclickedhertongueandlookedoutsidethe

windowIdecidedtoannoyhersoIpressthe

excelerate

andZoejeepjustflew



Mpume:haybo!"

Zoeturnedthemusicupandwehighfivethatwhat

I'mtalkingabout

Zoe:itslateforfullbodymassagesoIguesswe

candohairandnails"

Shesaidafterwegotoffthecar

Mpume:andyoucallthatdriving...Wereyoutrying

tokillus"

MorelikekillyouIwantedtosay

Me:yougotincarevenafterMvelowarnedyouso

don'tblameme"



Zoe:yousocrazywena

Sindy:guyineedtodoshoppingIthinkimgaining

weight'

Welookedatherandwelaughed,sheisstilltall

andskinnywithnobodyfatwhatsoever,

Me:I'mjusthungry"

Zoe:youjustatenow!"

Me:itwasafruitsalad...HayboIneedmeat"

Gugu:minagirlsineedtodofacialsitmighttake

long,soI'llcallyouwhenI'mdone"

Sindy:thathawenataxiowner"



Gugu:yesgirl"

Wealllaughed

ThedayatsalonwaswellspentIjusttreatand

washedmyhairandstyleditalsodidmypediand

meni(nail)justforcontrol

Mpume:Isohateyoutworightnow...Thishairis

solongitsnotlegalforblackgirl"

ShepointedatmeandSindy

Sindy:rememberwhenyouhadlongdreadlocks

gonearethosedaynowyoujustrockingaboycut

Shane"



Zoelaughed

Mpume:IblameBanziforcuttingithekepton

sayingitsgettinginthewaytiethisthingup"he

mimickedhisvoiceandwelaughed

FunnybecauseIloveMvelodreadlocks,thewayI

holditwhenhekissmeitmyfirstcontactwhenwe

getclose.

Sindy:yooohI'mgoingtokillthisdayasswhereis

she"

Zoe:shecomingrelax"

SoherewearewaitingforGuguwhosaidshewas

doneandcomingourwaythatwaslikeanhourago

andmyphonehasbeenringingnonstopurgMvelo

andhisendlesssorriesIwasnotinthemood



Gugu:bafazisorryforkeepingyo'llwaiting"

Mpume:tworoundsofdrinksareonyouuyezwa"

shepointedafingerather

Gugu:moneyisnotaproblemmygirlsithowyou

spenditthatbecomesaproblem"

Sindyandilaughed

Zoe:wowyoulooklikeadoll"

Gugu:datingaplayergirlyouneedtobealwayson

topofyourgame"

Mpume:isBonganistillcheating?"



Gugu:naa...I'mthebonethathissuckingdayin

anddayoutandIworkextrahardtoalwaysbe

juicyforhim"

Thisgirlistomuchyooo,

Guguistheloverofthingssheputin

28inchweave,

,nails,eyelashesshedidhereyebrowsandmake

upshelookeddifferentthatlayerofmakewillsure

leavethepillowcasesdirty.

Thisgirlsshoplikethereisnotomorrowwedidalot

ofshoppingIwassotiredIwantedtodie

"noI'mnotgettinginsidethere"Istoodoutside,



ZoepulledmyarmoohgodI'minalingerieshop

hallobitchesI'mnotevenhavingsexIwanted

scream

Sindy:thiswilllookgoodonyou"

Me:Sindyno!itstorevealing"

Gugu:thatthewholepoint....ItstakesBongani

lessthanasecondtoripitapartIwishIhadmy

size"shewalkedtotheplussizeilse

Me:whatthepointofbuyingthisifitdoesnotlast

asecondonyourbody"

Zoe:oohmySindythisgirlneedschooling"



Sindy:schoolinsessionlearnandlistenmychild"

Ilookedatherassheexplained

Sindy:Oftenwhatpeopledon'tunderstandabout

sexisthatit'sinthemind.Sexiswaymorethan

justthemanpenetratingthewoman.Soforeplayis

moreimportantthanpeoplegiveitcreditfor.That's

thegeneralideaIhadputoutthere.

NowcomingtowhyIwouldwearlingerieformy

boyfriend?Likeotheranswershavesaidthat

lingerieistheappetizer.Iwearittoseducemy

partner,gethimtodroolovermeorsometimesto

justteasehim.Therearenightswhenwegetdown

tobusinessstraightawaybutonothernightsIreally

wanttoperformforhim...Youknow"shesaid

dancingInodded

Zoe:Someofusenjoywearinglingeriefor



ourselves.NotonlydoIenjoywearingpretty

lingerie,Ienjoyphotographingmyselfinit.And

sandingpicstoLangawhilehisatworkandit

driveshimcrazywhenhegethomeIwillbeonmy

usualnightwearasifIdidnoterodehim,

MycollectionhasgrownsomuchthatIneedto

upgrademystorageforityetagainsoon.

Beyondthat,lingerieis,asSindysaid,itspartof

foreplayformanypeople.Yes,itdoescomeoff,but

beforeitdoesitcanmakethewearerfeelmore

confidentandcanexcitetheirpartner."

Me:oohmyGodguys!"Iwasshockedthisgirl

knowaboutsexasiftheywenttoschoolandfor

qualificationforit

Mpume:ionlywearitwhenisaysorrytohimand

damnwillhehegivemeahiding"



Sindy:youtookmyadvise"

Shenoddedshyly

Sindy:toldyouthatmanareweakwhenwegotthis

fabricon"

ZoeandSindyhighfive

Mpume:soyouneverwornone?"

Ishookmyheardno

Mpume:yoo!Sexmustbeveryboringwithyou"

Thathithomefuckthisgirl



Zoe:howwillsheknowwhenMveloisstillsaving

her"

Me:Zoe!"

Zoe:sorry.."aishthisgirlshehasnofilterorwhat

soever

Mpume:Ini?kanjani?"shefrownedI'mnotsure

aboutthatlookitwasangermixedwithbeing

surprisedandawholelotmore,Ijustwalkedaway,

Zoepulledme

Zoe:I'mreallysorrylove...,Ididn'tmeanto"

Me:itsnotyouI'mworriedaboutithowshewilltry

andusethisinformationtotryandembarrassme,i

knowherkindtheyfindjoyinotherpeoples



misfortunejustbecauseI'mnothavingsexI'llbe

thejokeofthetown"

Zoe:IwillnotallowittogettothatpleasesisiI'm

sorry...Iwillfixthis"

Inodded

Her:don'twaistyourbreathonhersolet'sgoshop

foryourman"

Me:Zoe!"

Her:...Youtakingthisoneandthis...Not

forgettingle"

Me:Idon'tthinkIwilleverwearsuchthings"



Her:trustmeyouwill...Youneedtoread

cosmopolitanonreasonwhyyoushouldandwatch

porngirl..Prepareyourself"

Me:Idoubtthatdaywillcomeanydaysoon

becausethismanofmineprefercuddlingme...His

maybewaitingforJesustoconebacksowecando

it"

Zoelaughed

Me:andworstpartI'mforeverhornywhenI'mwith

him...Isitnormal?"

Iwhisperedinherearandshebustoutandlaughed

butquicklyheldhermouth

Her:yourbodyisreadymogulitsperfectlynormal

..."



Me:IfeellikeI'msexaddict...Beforeevenhaving

sex"

Shewasintears

Sindy:okI'mdone"

Me:didyoubuythewholestore"judgingbythe

internonherarm

Zoe:nowthisissexaddict...Wecanneverkeepup

?_"shepointedatSindy

Sindy:lalelaLAIspendfourYearswithouthim

...whilehewasBusystudyingintheUKsohisback

andwebrakingthebedmama...Revengesex"



Gugu:isthereasuchthing?"shesaidstanding

nexttous

Zoe:withSindyandMenziitisathing"

Webustoutandlaughedwepaidandmadeour

waytosomestakeandgrillerestaurant,thisladies

lovetherewine

Zoe:youneedtostartdrinkingloveme:Idon't

thinkIcan"

Mpume:Iwasoncelikeyoubutwelllifehappened

soonorlaterthatcherrywillbepoppedtoo"

Zoe:sayonemorethingaboutSbahleandTreysex

lifeandIsweattoGodIwillspilleverylittlesecrete

aboutyourperfectmarriagerighthererightnow!"



ShelookedatZoe

Zoe:wenotinhighschoolwedonotlookatother

downorbullythemjustbecausetherenewinour

circle...Growupforgoodnesssake,yaziyakhinya

"

Her:maybeIshouldleavesinceclearlyeveryoneis

gangingoverme"

Gugu:qondisaigwegwedalibeabornagaininour

friendshipanduzosificasisala"

Shetookherthings,lookedatmeandcliquedher

tongue

Sindy:don'tmindher....Yousureyoudon'twanta

drink"



Wealllaughed

Me:Idon'tknow...MaybesomeothertimeIstill

needtodriveyoubback"Isaidlaughing

Sindy:'pointtaken"

myphonebeepedIlookedatthemassage:~~~~hi

baby..

Freedomofexpressionhasitslimits.Ihavegone

beyondtheboundariestothepointofbeingrude.It

wasaterriblemistakeIdid.Ineverintendedtohurt

yourfeelingsortrampleonyouropinions.Iam

sorry.Pleaseallowmetomakeupformymistakes.

Wouldyoucaretocomefornightcapwithmeto

tonight?"~~~~

Ilookedatmyphoneandplaceditaside



Wewereeatingandchattingastormthemoodwas

solightwithoutMpumearoundwowIcouldeven

breath

Beep..Beepmassage

Zoe:lookslikethelionmissyou"

Me:hayisuka...I'llseehimlater"Ireadthe

massage

~~~Irealizedthatmywordscanbereallyfoul.I

oughttochoosemywordscarefully.Irealizemy

mistakeandamsorryformybehaviour.~~~

Iplacedmyphoneaside



Beepbeep~~WhyisitthatinmyheartIloveyou

somuchbutwhenitcomestospeakingIneedto

usegallonsofmouthwash?Ireallyneedtorinsemy

rudenessoutofmymouth.Willyouhelpme?And

I’mjusttryingtobefunnysothatyoucansmileand

forgiveme.DeepdownIreallywantyoutoforgive

me.~~

Thatgotmesmilingabit

Myphoneringedanditwashim

Me:Mnguni'Isaidafteransweringandwalkingtoa

morequietplaceoutsidetherestaurant

Him:Imissyou..."

Irolledmyeyed



Him:babypleaseIjustneedtotalktoyou"

Me:Ican'tI'mwiththegirl"

Him:fewminuteske"

Me:secondsitsrudethatyoucallingmewhileyou

stillgoingtoseemelater"

Him:Iloveyourhair"

IlookedaroundwhenIturnedibumpedtohischest

Him:youlookbeautiful"

Me"whyyoustilltalkingonyourphone?"



Hin"whyyoustilltalkingonyourphone?"

Ilaughedandhangedupthephone

Me:ufunaniLA"

Him:Imissyou"

Me:hayiMvelo"

Him:Itoldyouwehaveplanstonightandyou

makingusrunlate"

Me:whyyousidelinemewhenyoudoingthis

planes"

Him:Itscalledsurprisingmywife,notsidelining"



Me:Iha..."

Him:Iknow...Iknowyouhatesurprises...Letme

spoilyousthandwa

samiplease"

IsmiledandremandedZoewordsthismorning

Me:ok...ButIneedaclue.."

Him:thisistheclue..."

HekissedmewhileItiptoewrappedmyhands

aroundhisneckandkissedhimback



Him:andwholelotmore..."

Iblushed

.

.

.

Tobecontinued

.

.

noteditedatallsorryguys...thoughtIdropthisand

continueworkingyoohlockdownlanyisana



Chapter69

.

Mvelo***

I'mnervousasfuckthingsarefallingapartandnot

goingtoplanormywayatallonceagainiallowed

myanger,jealousycontrollingbeingtakeoverme

hurtingmyloveintheprocess,

Langa:youfuckedup"

Me:itslikeihurthermorethenImakeherhappy"

Langa:youobsessedwithherandafraidthatshe's

togoodforyou...yourjealouslycloudsyouandyou

thinkeverythingshedoesitsbecausesheknows

shecansettledownwithsomeonetantimesbetter

thenyou...She'syoungandbeautifulsheactslike

akakuncengile"



Me:thattrue"

Langa:thatwhatIfeltwhenZoeandIstarted

dating...Iwasstressedaboutherleavingmeand

didnotseehowmuchshelovedmeandthatalone

mademecontrolling,wefoughtalot...ieven

becamemorecrazywhenshewasclosewithyou...

Ittookmeyearstofinallyrealizethatshe'sjustlike

asistertoyouoryourpersonasyoutwoputit"_

ichuckled

him:Idon'tthinkisaboutusbeingcrazybutthe

fearofyouloosingtheonlytruethingthatmatters

inyourlife"

Me:thethingisI'mnotaparticularlypossessiveor

jealousguy,butthatdoesn'tmeanI'mcoolwith

otherdudesmakingmovesonmygirl,butSbahle

drivesmecrazyIfoundmyselfwalkingdownthe



streetwithmyarmaroundherclaimingthatshe's

"mine".Iwouldhopeshefeelsthesamewayabout

me,butsometimesshejustgivesmemixed

signalsandIgetsomad"

Him:Ijustknewyougotitbadwhenyouaddress

hernotbyherbuthertittle'mywife'"

Me:what'sthatsupposetomean?"

Him:manwhoprofessescallinghispartnerby

theirgiventitlelikemyfiance,mywife,mybaby

mamamyQueenarealsosayinginnotsomany

wordsthatyouclaimingher--thatsheisyours.

youputeveryoneonnotice...Andprofessedout

loudthat'thisoneismineandshe'snotavailable

foranythingyouwereplottingandplanning"

Me:what?"



Him:itiswhatitis...Weallbeentheremarryinga

beautifulgirlmakesallmanpossessiveandcrazy"

IlookeddownandshookmyheadSbahlegotme

bytheballsnodoubt

Him:Ican'tbelieveyouwereplaningonan

internationalwedding...Parisbroreally,didyou

thinkabouttheexpanses?"

Me:anythinkformyQueen"

Him:yaaitwouldhavebeensoromantic..."

Me:yahtobadwecannotdothatnow"

Him:I'mwithKokoonthisone...EventhoughI

don'tknowherreasonbutdudethatwaswayover



thetopandcheesy"

Me:Irealisethatnow..andshewouldhave

probablyhatedit,SbahlehatesitwhenIdothings

overthetopforher...Sheyourtypicaldownto

earthkindofagirl"

Henodded"sowhatdidkokosay"_heasked

Me:...Aishkokotoldmeabouttheimportanceof

isiko...andplanschanged"_

Me:Idon'tknowhowSbahlewillfeelaboutthis"_

Langa:comedownshewillloveit"

Cometakeawalkwithme"



Me:Ionlyhaveoneshottodothisanddoitright

but,Ifuckinblewitbyhavingafightwithheronthe

verysamemorningofwhenIplantosurpriseher

withawedding"

Him:itsjustafight...Itwillblowoversheloves

you"

Me:nowI'mevenmorescaredtopopthequestion

"

Him:technicallyshe'salreadymarriedtoyouI

don'tknowwhyyouwanttogothroughthistrouble

ofaskinghertomarryyouagainwhileshealready

yourwife?"

Ilookedathim

Him:okIunderstandyouwanttomakeherday



special...Buildingmemoriesandthosefuture

anniversarydateIgetyou"

Ishouldn'tbeaskinghertomarrymebutsincewe

arrangedtomarryeachotherIfeellikeIwasrobbed

ofthatopportunity,andworsepartourwedding

daywillalwaysbeconstantreminderthatIlostmy

sisterIcannotcelebratemyanniversarywithher

whilemyheartbleedsforthesacrificemysisterdid

forourfamily,sobymegivingherawhitewedding

itsjustcreatingnewlifememories,Idialedher

numberagain

Me:sheisnotpickingupmycall"

Him:I'llspeaktoZoetosoftenherup"

Me:thanks"fuckIloveSbahlesomuchthatits

drivingmecrazy..Shetakesmetocloudninewith

outevenhavingsexwithher,shesmart,funny,



ambitiouscourageousshefeistyandspeakher

mindsheunapologeticanddoesnotgiveadamn

whatpeoplethinkorsayabouther,shejustperfect

forme

Hestoppedandlookedatme

Him:hayImeanttoaskyouthiswhymustit

happenduringLunaeclipse"

Ibreathoutlout"mypeopleareveryculturedand

webelieveintraditionmorethenanything,Sbahle

ismychosenQueenourunionwasarrangedlong

beforewewereevenbornbyourancestors,itsnot

aboutunitingtwofamiliesortwotribesbutits

dipperthanthat"

Him:howso?"



Ibreathourloud

Me:itsaidthatweneedtoconsummateourfirst

nighttogether

onthedaywerethemoonmeetearth,theblood

moonrepresentbirthofnewlife...Itsharvest

moon...Butjustlikemotherearthgiveslifeitsalso

takeslifeonthatdayasoulforasoul..."

Him:what?"

Me:ifyourememberwellmyweddingdaylastyear

wasonthedaythatthebloodmoonwasshiningup

intheskythatdayIwassupposetoplantaseedin

Sbahle...butPampassedonandseasonchanged

andwefoughttoanextentthatwealmostbrokeup

...Infactwedid..ButIknewthatitsnotbecauseI

don'tloveherithaseverythingtodowithourunion

notbeingblessedbyourancestors"



Me:soyoutellingmeifyousleepwithhernowshe

won'tgetpregnant"

Me:shewill...Buyshewillnotgivemeanheir"

Him:wow..."

Me:Icansleepwithanygirlbutshouldtheyfall

pregnanttheywillforevergivemegirls..."

Him:likeSligavebirthtoZitheloagirl"

Inodded

Me:thereasonwhyIabstainedfromsexandwhy

isthisissoimportanttomeisthatI'mthelast

leavingMnguni...IneedSonstocarrymyname



andmakemykingdomgrow...IfIdon'tdoitright

itsmeansmynamewillparishwithmeshouldIdie

"

Him:fuckthatdeep"

Me:Itoldyouitsdipperthanjustanotherarranged

marriagestory"

Him:Isee...Soyoubasicallytellingmethatyou

haveaseasontohavesexwithher"

Me:Igotamarkofbeast,bloodofabeastandits

heartIneedtoimprintSbahleonthedayofblood

moonnotonlymustshebemychosenonebutshe

mustbemymate"

Him:what?"



Me:formeandheritsmorelikematingseasonshe

isonheatsoamIandweonlygotoneshortto

restoreourbloodline,itsonlyhappenstwiceina

yearmidfallorlatespring..."

HethoughtforasecondIguesshisfiguringwhich

monthweinitslateOctober

Him:dudewhoareyou?"

Me:I'mthelastgratewhitelionofMngunipeople,

thelast

descendent

ofthecursedfallenkingsoftheNgonyamatribe"

Helookedatmewithhismothwideopen



Me:yourphoneisringing"

Him:shit!"

Heansweredtalkforawhileandfistbumptheair

andhangedup

Him:wegoodtogoeverythingissetfortonight

...andourguestTheyhavearrivedaswell

Me:howdidyougettoorganiseallthisinsuch

shortnotice"

Him:I'mamillionairedudeIusedmypower...Try

thataswelldamndoesitfeelgood"

Ibusyoutandlaughed



Him:goworkyourmagiconhernow,Iwilltakethe

crewwithmyjetanddon'tfuckthisoneupbro...

Please"

Inodded

Me:tanksagain"

Him:don'tmentionit...Iknowyouwilldothesane

forme"Iranbacktothehousetookourbags,car

keysandspeedoff

...IlookedatthetimeIonlygot20hrstomakethis

right

Me:locationofthegirls"IcalledLangaandasked

him



Him:Ialreadytextedyou"

Me:thanks"

.

.

IWasfinallyabletoconvinceSbahleaboutgoing

withme,Icouldtellshewasenjoyingherselfwith

thegirls,shelookedsobeautifulwithherhair

coveringherlefteye,shepoutedherlipsandwas

typingonherphone,

Me:Sthandwasami"

Her:mmmm"



Shedidnotlookup

Me:Iloveyou"

ShelookedupandsmiledIswearIsawheavenin

hereyes,Sbahlegotsmallmouthbutabigsmile

Her:Iloveyoutoo"

Shefoldedherlegsandlookedatme

"siyaphimanje"

Icouldnottellherthat

Me:youwillseesoon..."



Ilookedatherlegsmyeyestraveluptoherthighs

thatshortisnotdoingjusticeonmydickrightnow,

didIallowhertogotothemalldresslikethis?shitI

foundmyselfshiftingonmyseat,shewastalking

andmyearwasringinghermoanswhenIgodipin

her,

Her:so.."Ifeltherhandsonmylap

Her:didyouevenhearwhatIwassaying?"

Me:sureofcause..."Istoodupwhatwasshe

talkingabout?Ineedtostoppicturinghernaked,I

gulpeddownmydrinkIfeltherhandsonme,damn

Sbahleno...

Her:sowhatwasIsaying"shebitherlowerlipand

lookedupatmeifIdidn'tknowbetterIwillsayshe

isseducingme,buthowcanshedothatwhenI'm



alreadyherhusbands.

withinsplitsecondIwasontopofherinthecouch

andshewaspantingIwas

devouring

herlips,shewasholdingmetight,wehadsome

oneclearingtherethroatsIjumpedupfromher

"sorrytodisturbyouSirbutmayyoubuckleupwe

abouttoland,itwasoneofthepilots

Me:okthankyou"

Hesmiledandgavemethatlookthatsayyoulucky

bustard,IlookedatSbahlebehindmeandwebust

outandlaughed,thethingsshedotome



.

.

.

Tobecontinued.

.

.
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Sbahle***



TheminutethecarstoppedIjumpedoutand

screamedijumpedupanddown

"ooohmyGodMvelo...Ahhhhhh..."

Irantohimhepickedmeupandspinedmearound

HeplacedmedownandIkissedhim

"oohmyGod"

IlookedaroundattheviewnotinmillionyearsI

thoughtIwillcomehere,Iplacedmyhandsonmy

mouththismancansuremakeagirlhaveaheart

attack,hewrappedhishandsaroundmehugging

mefrombehind

Him:youlikeit"



Me:MveloweinfuckinSunCityareyoukiddingme

Iloveit"

Him:comelet'sgoinside"hepulledmebythe

handandyoothiswhatyouonlyseeinthemovies

theygreetedusandtreateduslikeroyaltythatwe

arewesignedinatthefrontdeskmyeyedwere

wonderingaroundthePalaceoftheLostCity

Me:oohmyGod!"

Iwantedtorunaroundineverycornerofthishuge

placeitwassoelegantandscreamedexpansive...

Me:thankyouIlovethesurprise"

Hesidesmile"whosaidthiswasthesurprise"



Me:Mveloyougoingtogivemeheartattack"

Helaughedtrowinghisheadback,theelevator

lookedlikearoomonitsownJesusChristthis

placeitsjustoutofthisworldwhenwearrivedin

ourroomIscreamedagainourbellhopwasin

stitchesheistheguythatsupposetocarryourbag

buthehadjustthedoorexcesscard,holdupwhere

isourbags?WhocaresweinthePalaceoftheLost

CityIcanstaynakedinthisplaceidon'tmind

Mvelo:sorryaboutthatmywifegetoverlyexcited

attimes"

Bellhop:Iwouldbealsoifmyhusbandbookedthe

presidentialroomforme"

MvelolaughedhetippedhimandtheguyleftIwas

alreadyinbalconyandsmilingtomyselfthisview



oohmygoodI'mlovingit,Iturnedaroundand

Mvelowasstandingbehindmesmilingatme

Him:therenothingthatbringsmejoytoseethat

smileonyourface"

Me:youmakemesohappy"

Him:IhatethatIgiveyoumoretearsofpainthan

joy"Iwalkedtohimandwrappedmyarmsaround

hisnecktiptoedandkissedhim

Me:relationshiparenoteasy...Wecannotbe

smoothsailingtroughthis,wehumanwemake

mistakeandlearnfromthem...ButknowthatIlove

youyesyoudrivemecrazyandIfeellikekicking

yourballsattime...ButtherenootherIratherbe

withthenyou"



Hechuckledandplacedhisforeheadonmine

Him:Ijustwanttolivetherestofmylifelovingyou

..."

Heturnedmearoundtofacetheview

Him:lookatthesky"

Me:wow!"

Atfirstitlookedlikefireworksorlightinthesky

buttheninoticedthatitSpellingmynameandwas

nowglow-in-the-darklikestars

~~~SbahleBhenguwillyoumarryme~~~

Iheldmymouthwhat!Iturnedaroundandfound



himonhiskneeshehadanotherringontheboxI

couldnothelpbutcry

Him:Iloveyousomuch.Ijustwanttobewithyou.

Wewilllaughtogether,wewillsmiletogether,we

willcrytogether,wewillshareoursadnessand

happiness.Thereisnoplacebeautifulformeinthis

world,butwhenyouarewithme,everyplaceand

everythinglooksbeautiful.Ijustwanttobewithyou

always....Willyoumakemethehappiestmanon

theearthandbemywife"

Me:Iamyourwife"Isaidwithsobs

Him:youwerechosenfromme,theysaidyouwill

maketheperfectQueen...NotonceIthoughtthatI

willfallinlovewithyou...Myfamilychoseyoufor

me...ButI'mnowhereonmykneeschoosingyou

forme.."



Icriedagainwhatisthismandoingtomerightnow

Him:babyrememberyourbrotherbrokemykneesI

can'tstayinthispositionforlongunlessyouwant

tobemarriedtoahandicap"

Ilaughedandnodded

Me:ofcourseIwillmarryyou,youbigbaby.."he

tookoffmyexistingringandputonmyrightring

fingerandthenewoneheputitonmyleftring

finger,itwasbiggerandheavywhitecoldtrimmed

withgoldandahugediamondrock

Hetriedstandingupbutheflinched

Ihelpedhimupandheheldmyfaceandkissedme

likehislifedependentonit



Him:Iloveyou...Ndlovukaziyami"

Ismiledathimandkissedhim,thisforeignfilling

camerushingbackhiskissalwaysinlightthemthe

worstway

Him:gotakeabathIhaveplacedreservationfora

romanticdinner"

Me:youhaveallthisfiguredoutandplannedout"

Him:anythingforyoumyQueenthankyoufor

makingmethehappiestmanalive"

Me:Iloveyou...'

Him:Iloveyoumore"



HeranmeabathwhileItookpicofmyrockand

postedit...Minuteslaterhecameoutwithtowel

wrappedaroundhiswaistthehousethereonehe

wasdryinghishair

Me:Itoughyourunningmebath"

Him:ididthatandalsotookashower...Nowgowe

runninglate"

Ilookedathimhissosexy

Helookedathiswatch

Him:babypleasego..."

tothinkaboutitthatallhehasbeendoingtodayis

lookingathiswatch



Me:whydon'tweskipdinner..."Itookofmytop

andshortheswallowedhard,

Imademywaytohimwithmymatchingbraand

panty

Him:baby...Sbahle...Goddamit"Iwaskissing

himonhisjawlineonhisneck,myhandswere

goinguphisabs..."

Him:babypleasestop..Let'sdothis...After...

Fuck..."myhandsweregrabbingonhisshaftand

hewashardhepulledmetohimandsmashedhis

lipsonmineweslowlymovedItwasVictoriafalls

fallsdownthereonmeanditwasnothelpingthat

I'mkissinganakedman..ThatIwantsobadright

nowIfelthimpushingmeabit

Me:whatthefuck?"



Him:geza..."hewasbreathingsoloudhiseyes

redhisbonerstickingoutwhatwrongwithMvelohe

clearlywantsmebuthedoesnotwantme...Iwas

abouttobitehisheadoffbutheshutthedooron

myface

Me:whatwrongwithyou"

Him:I'llmakelovetoyouwhenwecomeback"

Me:Mveloopenthisdoorandfacemelikeaman"

Him:Ican't....Gezaplease"

Me:screwthat!!!"

Him:I'llmakeituptoyouafterdinnerIpromise"



Itriedpullingthedoorbuthewasholdingonthe

otherside

Me:Idon'twantdinnerIwantyoudamit

"

Him:Iknow...GodknowsIwantyoutwo..."

Me:openthisdoorandhavemethen!!"

Him:I'mtoohornyIwillhurtyou...Pleasebaby

whenwegetbackyouwillhaveyou'rewaywithme

Ipromise"

IclickedmytongueIwaspissedIletgoofthedoor

andjumpedintoabathtubIwasinnomoodfor



dinnerIwasjustgoingstayhereaslongasIcan

nxa

ItookmylongdeservingbathIhavenevertouch

myselfbeforeandrightnowIamtemptedtodoit,I

thoughtthatifIjumpinthewateritwillstopthe

twitchingbutwarmwaterjustslappedmyladypart

andmadeitworse,I'vebeenwithMveloforalmost

12monthsnowOkI'malsocountingthetimewe

wereseparatedbutwhatthehackthat'snotpoint,

allI'mtryingtosayisthatweshouldhavelonghad

sex,marriedforgoodnesssake.

ifheisabletomakeababywhenhewas18years

thanwhatwillitstophimtogiveintome,heis

asexuallyactiveallhisfriendsarehecanneverbe

theoddoneout.

ImeanweWeloveeachotherandgetonamazingly

well.However...hedoesn'tinitiatesexwithme.he

canbealloverme,huggingandkissingme,doing



oral,holdingmyhand,sayinghowprettyIlookand

howattractivehethinksIam.Thisisallverywell

butIwishhe'dshowitinthebedroom!

Hevaluesmesomuch,"Idon'twanttohurtyou""

ifwedowithbowyoumightjotevenwalk""Iwant

tomakelovetoyounotfuckyou"brotherpleasei

needyoudickinwhateverwayitmybodyandI

committedmyselftoyoutohavemeanywayyou

want...I'mevenactingallkindofsluttyand

whore'shtryingtoinitiatesexwithhimbuthisnot

budging,Ifeelthisisgoingtoberootofthe

probleminthismarriage,maybeIshouldhavenot

Iagreedtomarryhimtillhelaymedown.

JustspeaktohimSbahletheysayhayboWe've

spokenaboutthismanytimestryingtogettothe

rootoftheproblembutwithnoluck!Thefunny

thingisthathehasnodifficulty'singettingerect,

butwhenitcomestohavingsex...thisisanother

matter.HewantsmeasmuchasIwanthimmaybe



Ishouldprayaboutthisorweshouldseesomeone.

IclickedmytonguedrainedthewaterandIwat

meetbythreelady'sinmyroomohtheotherladyis

gayanywaytheylookedatmeandsmiled

Me:aahhhello"

Theysmiled"goodeveningMrsMnguniyour

husbandsentustoyoutoprepareyourforyour

date...I'msiyayourhairstylist,thisisPerlshewill

doyourmakeupandmaThandiwilldothefittingof

yourdress"

Me:whereisthishusbandofmine?"

MaThandi:babypleasetakeaseatwerunningout

oftime,youtooklonginthatbathroom"she

giggledIwasstilllikewhatthefuckisgoingonbut



Siyawasalreadyonmyhair

.

.

Weddingbellsringing...Tobecontinued
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"wedone"

SiyaturnedmearoundIlookedatmyselfinthe

mirrorandIalmosttouchedmyfacebutPerl

stoppedmebeforeIcanIlookedatmydressmy

hairIwaslookinglikeanewperson



MaThand:youlooklikeanangel"

ForamomentIIthoughtthisdresswashideous,

butwhenIgotitonitwassobeautifulitwasalong

rosegoldmetallicdresswithrosesembroidery

patensandlacydetailsthedressalonewas

beautifulbutwenyouadditlongwithalacy

embroiderytutuitlookslikeaweddingdress

somethingIwillwearinmyweddingdaysinceI

hatethetraditionalwhite

Ma/T:justputitonyoulookbeautifulonit"

Me:itlookslikeaweddingdressanddifficultto

walkon"

Perl:I'llhelpyouwithit...Besideyouhavean



exclusivedinnerfortwoatrooftopsowhowillsee

you...Justmakeyouhusbandhappyhebought

thisdressforyoutowearforhimtonight"

Me:Idon'tknowabout..This"

Siyawalkedin..."timeisup...Comeongirls..."

Theytooktherethisignoringtomovethistututhat

hadatailon,itwasnotyourtypicalumbrellaor

princessdressbutitwaslongwithtailaughfor

onceletmejustmakeMvelohappyanddoasper

hishisinstruction

Sohereweareontheelevatorgoingupandwhen

wegottherethedooropenedIwasmeetbymy

mother

Me:makaSbahle?"



Her:hallobaby..."

"Whatareyoudoinghere"Iaskedheraswe

huggedshestartedcryingandjustlikethatIsawa

hugetentbehindher

Me:whatgoingon?"

Perlgavehersomething,shemovedbeingmeand

placeditonmyhead

Her:itsyourweddingday"

OohmyGodno...What?

ShestoodinfrontofmeandInoticedthatherdress

wasthesamecolourasminebutjustdifferent



makeandshape

Her:helovesyou...Hehasproventhattomeand

toyourbrothersthattohimitsnotjustanarranged

marriagehetrulylovesyouandIwillbehornedto

walkyoudowntheIlse

Me:mom!"

Her:ungakulingeukhalesavethosetearsfor

Mnguni...IloveyouSthandwasamiI'msoproudof

thewomenyouare..."

Shekissedmymouth

Siya:itstimema"

Ilookedatmomandshenodded



Mompulledtheveilovermyfaceshegavemea

mybouquet

itwaswhiteandcreamrosessheheldmyhand

tightthecurtain

wasraisedandjustonqueueoursongplayedIjust

startedtocrying

Johnlegend-Allofyou

~~~

Causeallofme

Lovesallofyou

Loveyourcurvesandallyouredges

Allyourperfectimperfections



Giveyouralltome

I'llgivemyalltoyou

You'remyendandmybeginning

EvenwhenIloseI'mwinning

'CauseIgiveyouall,allofme

Andyougivemeall,allofyou

~~~

asIwalkingdowntheredCapetInoticethatthis

wassecludedevenI'mcountingmaybe25people

here,myfamily,hisfamilyandourfriends

myeyesmeetwithMvelohewaswearingDesigner

GoldWeddingSuitshelookedsodeliciously

HandsomeinhisSlimFitSuitsrosegoldJacket

andPantscrispywhiteshirthewaswearing

matchingVestwithnoTieorbowtieonhewas



casualbutsmartasalways,youyababaumuntu

Wami

MymomgavehimmyhandhecriedohGodhis

suchababynowhisgoingtomakemecry

Mom:takecareofmybabyMnguni"

Me:withallmylifema"

Hesniffedhelookedatmeandsmiledwithtearsin

hiseyes"yousobeautiful"hemouthandIlooked

down,

"wearegatheredheretoday..."Ilookedupatthe

personIknowthatvoiceNkonzosohewastelling

thetruththathisapastorhissoyoung,



HecontinueddoinghisthingallalongIwaslooking

inMveloeyes,

wedidnotwriteourvowelswedeclareourlove

everydaytoeachothernoneedtodoitinfrontof

thecrowdsowewentwiththeBasicProtestant

Vows

Nkonzo:willstartwithyouSbahleyouwillsayafter

meok.."Inodded

Langagavemehisring

Nkonzo:ISibahleNtombikayiseBhengu...

Me:ISibahleNtombikayiseBhengu,takethee,

MveloTrevorMnguni_,tobemyweddedhusband

tohaveandtohold,fromthisdayforward,forbetter,



forworse,forricher,forpoorer,insicknessandin

health,toloveandtocherish,tilldeathdouspart,

accordingtoGod'sholyordinance;andtheretoI

pledgetheemyfaithandmyselftoyou."

IslidehisringonhisfingerIlookedupandsawa

tearcomingdown,soodecidedtowipeitand

everyonesaid

"ncooooh"Mvelosaidhisvowssameasmineand

heslideasmallweddingbandonmyfingerIguess

itthemissingpieceofmyengagementringhegave

tomeearlier

Nkonzo:bythepowerinvestedinme..Inow

pronounceyouhusbandandwife...HaykeMvelo

youmaykissyourbride"

HeliftedmyVailupandkissedmeeveryonewas

clapping,guywhistlingandgirlsscreamingevery



onewasontherefeetandthismanofminewas

goingonandontillIpinchedhimandbitehislip

Me:hallomymomishere"

Him:mygrandmotherishere"

Ilaughedandmusicstartedplayingandmom

cameandhugussowashisgrandmother,my

Auntsandfriends,

Afteralotofcongratulationstheeventcoordinator

escortedthenyoreceptionarea

Aftertheceremony,thebrideandgroomoftengo

outforphotographswiththebridalparty

Butwehadnobridalpartyitwasmeandhim



Thisplacewaselegantlydecoratedanditlooked

likeagardenweddingthelightingtheflowersitwas

justperfect

Me:asurpriseweddingMveloawholesurprise

weddingand

younevergavemeaclueaboutmyweddingday"I

smiledforthecamera

Him:youoverthinkthingsyouwouldneveragreed

tothis"

Wechangepositioninstructedtositlikethisstand

likethis,Mvelolipswasonminethewholetime

Him:youlookbeautifulinthisdress"



Iblushedandthankedhim

Mvelo:canwesitdownnowmanIbelievemywife

istired"

Hedidnotwaitforhimtoanswerbutcalledperl

withhishands...Yothismancancommandyoufor

days,Perlcametome

Her:I'mjustgoingtopowderyounoseandtake

youVailoff"

Inodded

Her:youhusbandgotagoodtasteincloudingthis

dressfitsyoulikeaglove"



Me:hewasnotevenwearingatieonhiswedding

day"

Mvelo:hayIcanhearyou"hewaswiththe

photographerlookingatourpics

Ichuckled,

Perl:thataboutitenjoyyournight"

Ismiledather,Mveloheldmyhand

Him:wenotgoingtostaylonginhereok"

Me:whybecauseitsourreceptionandthispeople

cametosupportus"

Me:toughluck...Theygotanopenbarand



weekendinsuncityallexpensespaidwhatother

supportdotheyneed"hekissedmeandgrabon

myasspullingclosetohim

Him:canyoufeelwhywemustleaveearlytonight"

Iswallowedhardfeelinghisboner

Him:Ineverbrakeapromise"Iwashotinstantly.

Ilikehoweverythingwasinoneplacewemoveto

theothersidewheretherewasreceptionMvelo

hiredaD.J.andhewasplayingourjamsthatjust

createanambienceinthevenueweenterthe

receptionvenue

Menzi:everyonewelcomeMrandMrsMnguni"

everyoneturnedandclappedhands,wewere

greetedbyCongratulations



Me:whomadehimtheMC"

Mvelo:probablyhimself"welaughed

.,oncewereonourseats,Mvelonoddedtothe

eventcoordinatorthebarwasopenedandstarters

wereserved.

MvelocallMenzi

mvelo:howmayItermsareinyoulist?"

Menzi:7"

Mvelo:thatTwomuchMrMC...Cutthatlistshort,

howmanypeoplearesayingspeeches"



Menzi:itsasurpriseweddingsoitsaopenmic"

mvelo:INI....Nomakethelistnow...Idon'thave

time..."

MenzichuckledandshookhisheadOncethe

startershavebeencleared,Menziwelcome

everyoneandproposeatoasttoushetoldthemits

goingtobeanopenmicbutnolongspeeches

Weddingspeechesaremeanttobefunandshort,

butinmostcases,theytendtogoonforabit.

Speakersoftenembarkontripsdownmemorylane

orspendtimethankingparticularguestsforcoming

fromfarandwidetobewiththehappycoupleon

theirbigday.BaboNcanewastoomuchJesus,

talkingaboutwheniwasgrowingupwhowantto

listenyothat,finallythespeechesarefinishedI

breathoutloudthemaincourseisserved.Mvelo

wasbusylookingathiswatchallalongheissurein

ahurry



Me:youlooktenseareyouok..'

Hesmiledandkissedmeandglancedathiswatch

again

Me:anothersurpriseformeinstore?"

Him:yepanditwillblowyourmind"Ismiledand

hishandsrubbedmythighssendingbutterfliesto

mytummyso

Afterdessertiseaten,wewerecalledtoopenthe

stagewithfistdanceasMrandMrssohereweare

dancinginslowmotionto“AThousand

Years”—ChristinaPerri

Mvelobusysayinghewishthisdresswasoff,he

wishtolickMealloverIwaspantingandheknew

verywellhiseffectonme,hecalledMenziandtold



himthatthenextsongmustbe"helobyBeyonce"

sothatIcansingforhim,asrequestedthesong

playedandIsangalonghewasoncloudninewe

enjoythefirstdancetoasongofourchoice.

"MayIhavethisdance"itwasMlondi,Mvelo

noddedandIdancedwithhim

Him:youlookhappy"

Me:Iam"

Him:ishetreatingyouoright?"

Me:yesMlondiheistreatingmegood"

Him:I'mjustaphonecallawayyouknow..."



Me:IknowBhutiWamiIknow..."Iplacedmyhead

onhischesthistheclosestthingtomyfatherand

nodoubtIwillmisshim

Thefloorwaspackednowandandeveryonewas

dancingandmyshoeswerekillingmesoimoved

backtomyseat

Him:areyoustillgood"

Me:yesIam..._"

HecalledMenzi...

Menzi:hayiMfethuyoumakingmyjobdifficult"

Mvelo:weneedtocutthecakenow..."



Menzi:Dudepeoplearestilldancing"

Mvelo:makeithappenedorweleavinghere

withoutcutingthecake"

Menzihuffedandwalkedaway,

Me:whattherushbabe"

Him:youwillsee"hekissedmycheek,minutes

laterwewerecalledtocutthecakeanditwas

servedtoourguest,Mvelowasspeakingtohis

Kokoandhenoddedmorelikehewaslisteningto

her,DidyistoclosewithBrightandshehasnot

oncetalkedtome,yoooyounglove,mybrother

Nsikacouldnotcomehewasattendingsome

businessmeetingsbeingakingispretty

demanding



Mvelo:babeittimeforustogo"

Ilookedathimlikereally

Heofferedmehishandtohold,whatcanIsayit

writteninblackandwhitenowthatI'mofficiallyhis

IheldhishandTheMCannouncedourdeparture

andTypicallywethenewlywedcouplearethefirst

toleavethereception.Guestsjointogethertoform

atunnelwiththeirhandsthroughwhichmaymay

exittheroom.Asanexitsongwefilethroughthe

livingtunnel,thankingourguestsalongtheway.

"Iputthatsexynumberinyoubagdon'tforgetto

wearittonight"Zoewhisperedinmyear.Ilaughed

androlledmyeyes

SteppingoutsideInoticedcloudschangingshades

lookslikegoingtobefullmoonbymidnight



.
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Wetookahelicopterridefrom suncitytoThe

TimbavatiGameReserveislocatedattheborder

linebetweenHoedspruitinandAcornhoek



IjustbelieveitslocatedinMpumalangaProvince.

theridewasquiteMvelowasmilesawayhewilldo

therubbingofhishandstogetherheonlydoesthat

whenhisnervousorhidingsomethingfromme

Ikeptbrushinghisarmandhewillsmileandkiss

myforehead.

Wefinallylandedandthisplaceitwasmajestical

sopeacefulitasafarilodgeandit'sremindedmeof

theNgonyamaroyalhousetheroomlookedso

earthlywithLapsroofingandwoodenfinishmy

mancarriedmeinsidebridalstyleandkissedme

passionatelybeforeplacingmedown

Me:babythisplaceit'ssobeautiful"



Isaidwalkingaround,hewasalreadyhavinga

drinkandhisfacerightnowIcouldnotread

Me:Mnguniistheresomethingwrong?'

Helookedathiswatchandheldmyhand

Wesetincouchoutsideoverviewingthelakeand

thenightSky

Him:theresomethingIneedtotellyou"

Me:notbadnewsonmyweddingnightMveloI

can'tdeal"

Heswallowedandlookedintomyeyes

Him:doyouknowwhymyVillageiscalledthe



Ngonyamavillage"(thelandofthelions)Ishook

myheadno

Him:thisiswhereitallbegan...ThisiswhereI

becameaMnguni"

Me:idon'tunderstandhereinTimbavati?"

Henodded,

allIknowisthatTheTimbavatilandisfamousfor

thewhitelionsthatinhabitthearea.First

discoveredcenturiesagotheyhavebecomethe

subjectofmuchinterestanddebateovertheyears...

Butwhatdoesthathavetodowithhim?Andhis

family?

Helookedathiswatchonemoretimeandatthe

skyasifheinahurryorrunningoutoftime,to



thinkaboutitthatallhehasbeendoingtoday.

Him:Ineedtotellyouthisbeforeweconsummate

ourweddingnight...BecauseiforoneIdon'tknow

whatgoingtohappenedonceourbodycollide"

Me:Mvelokwenzakalani?"

Him:mylandiscalledtheNgonyamatribebecause

ofthecurseinourblood,wehavethemarkofthe

whitelion..."

Me:what?...Curse?"

Him:thiswasdonetoprotectmypeopleandthe

Mngunibloodline,centuriesagowehadalotof

reveriesandenemy'swarsandfightwasourdaily

mean,mygrategrategrategrandfather'smeetup

withapowerfuloath-breakersomecallthemwizard



orawitch,

whomarkedhimwiththemarkofthebeastbut

littledidheknowthathavingmarkitmeansthat

everyMngunichildthatisbornaboywillhaveit"

Me:Idon'tunderstand"

Him:youknowthestoryofawolfthatbiteaman

duringfullmoonandmanwillbecurseandshiftto

werewolfeveryfullmoon"

Inodded"thatonlyamyth"

Hesidesmile"itsnot...Ihaveabloodofgreat

whitelion,theheartofthebeast

andduringthisdayofthebloodmoonitcomes



alive"

Me:what!Areyoutellingmethatyouareashifter

?"

Helookeddownandnodded,Iheldmymouthhe

wasscaredveryscaredthatheevenstarted

shaking,thiswashardforhimtotellme,hekept

onrubbinghishandstogetherandwasnotlooking

atmeintheeyes

Iheldhishandandlookedathim

Me:itsok...Iunderstand,youwerebornwiththis

blooditsnotyourfault,MveloIlovethemaninyou,

youmylifecurseonnotI'mstuckwithyou...

ThroughsicknessandinhealthIsaidthosevows

fewhoursagoandImeantit



Him:thankyou...Helookedathiswatchagainand

thesky"

Me:whatwrong...Youkeeplookingatyourwatch

everysecondandattheskywhat'sgoingonMvelo

..."Iknelledinfrontofhimandheldhisface

allowinghimtolookatme

Him:I'mscaredthisismyfirsttimewithawomen

onthisverysaneday...I'mscaredIwillhurtyou..."

Hetoldmeabouttheimportanceofus

Makinglovetodaybuthecalleditmatingbecause

oftheanimalinhim,hetoldmethat'sthereason

whyI'malwayshornythisdayitsbecauseI'min

season,heseemtoknowmorealotaboutmy

ancestralhistorythenIdo,weweregoingtodothe

deedor



matingwhenthemoonbecomesvisibletotellyou

I'mscared,thisisnowplannedthereistimeand

precisionthatweneedtofollow..Itssocalculated

andwenotgoingwithaflow,itsan

understatementthanwasterrified...hespokeabout

notbeingincontrolofthemonsterinhimthatmight

devourme,

Me:itsokIknowyouwillnothurtmeintentionally"

Ipulledhisfaceandkissedhimhepulledmeup

andmoanedinmymoutheverytimeweincontact

myhormonelevelriseupthismaybemyadvantage

ifIfeelpleasureiwon'tfeelpain

Him:gotakeabathIwilljoinyoushortly"

Inoddedandmademywaytothebathroom

Itookofmydressandunderweargettingunderthe

hotshowermymindwasplayingwhathejust



disclosedtome,Iwasonpanicmode,

I'mterrified,itwasallokwhenIwantedsex

withoutgettingany,I'mhavinganxietyattacksnow

,I'mhavingpre-sexjittersI'mnotreadyforthis...I

breathingoutloudasIletthewaterrunonmybody

tryingtoblockallthisvoices.

Ifelthishandonme,forthefirsttimeinmylifeI

frozeathistouch,hekissmyneck,Ikeeptelling

myselftorelaxhismyman,heturnedmearound

heldme

tightIrememberthemanIfellinlovewith,hewas

hardandmybodybetrayedme,Iwantedhim

Hepinnedmeonthecoldtilesandheroughly

kissingme,hishandsgrabonmybreastandhe

Squeezegivingmepainandpleasureatthesame

time



Iletoutmoan,hisleavingtrailsofwetkisseson

myneck,hissoftlyhandlingmybodyandjustlike

thatIrelaxed

Him:Iwantyousobad"

Me:Iwantyoutoo"

HescoopedmeupIfelthisshafttoocloseonmy

NanaIalmostgotapanicattackthathisaboutto

entermebutminuteslaterweonthebed.

AndasalwayshetookmeplaceswithhistongueI

wasscreaminghisnameandholdingtohishairI

foundmyselfpushinghimtogodipinmyvjIfelt

multiplepleasureIfeltsomethingslidinginsideme

itwasabitpainfulbutitmadethetwitchingstop

anddamnitfeltGood



Irealisehewasusinghisfigureheneverdidthis

beforebuttonightwegoingalltheway,thiswas

Woaw...Iheldontothebedsheetshisfingerswas

deepinsidemegoinginandoutandhisthumpwas

rubbingmyclitthishereismadskillshewas

smashingmylipsandhisotherHandwasplaying

withmynippleIwasaballofmessIhaveclimaxed

somanytimesandIknewthatheenjoyedwhathe

wasgoingtome

Me:Mvelo..OohmmmmmyGod..."Myjuices

splashedout,

Me:oohbabyyes"Iscreamedout

loudIwasshakinguncontrollable,mykneesso

weakIcouldnotevenfeelmylegs,hedidnotwait

formetocomedownfrommyhigh



Hestartedrubbingupanddownmywetpussy,his

fingerglidingovermyclit,asImoanedfromthe

pleasure.Iopenedmylegsslightlymoregivinghim

morefreedom,hewentlowerandsoonenteredhis

middlefingerintomypussyandIwassowetandit

feltsogoodHetookhisfigureandlickedit,he

turnedmyheadtokisshimmakingsureItastemy

juicesinhim.

herubbedmyGspot,Iknewhewantedmeto

squirtagainthisrightherefeltlike

tortureinamostbeautifulway,

soonIstartedmoaningashegavememyorgasm

andboommyballofpleasurehitmehardthatI

screamedhisnameMylegswentweakagainI

almostcollapsedmaybeIdidIdon'tknow



HeremovedhishandandIturnedaroundtokiss

him,tellinghimthatitfeltamazing,hedidnot

respondandsmashedhislipsonminebitingmylip

Iknowthatallgoodthingsmustcometoanend

andI'vehadanincredibleride.Ijustwishweended

itontherightnotebuttableturned

becausewhatcamenextIwishIneverwantedsex

thewayIdidbefore,hisbighecan'tfeetIwas

runningawayfromhimonthebedhe

Hepulledmebymylegsandgotinbetweenmy

legs

Me:Mvelo..."myvoicewasbraking,myheatwas

beatingoutsidemythroatwithfear

Him:relaxSbahle..."Itriedtopushhimoffhe



pinedbothofmyhandsabovemyhead,hewasa

beasthiseyeschangedhewasgroaningIsawthe

bloodmoonsobigonthewindowasifitsa

paintingonthewall,itlookedsoclose

Me:Mveloyouhurtingme"

Hewaskissingmehistipwasjustinmyentrance

butitwassopainful

Me:babypleasebegentle.."hewasinhisown

wororbattlewiththebeastinsidehim

Iclosedmyeyesashetriedtopushin

Him:lookatmeSbahle"hecommanded,ihavea

highPaintolerancebutthiswastheworstpainI

haveeverfelt



Ifeltateardropfrommyeyes,Ineverpicturemy

firsttimehavingsextobelikethis

Hepushedagain,moaningsoloudandpullingmy

hair

Him:fuck..Looksatme"hesaidgrindinghis

teeth

Me:kubuhlunguMvelo"

Him:shuuuuuI'msorry"therewasnothingsincere

inhisvoice,Ididnotknowthisman,Iwantedhim

offmei

Icouldn'tlookathim



"I'msorry..."hepushedIwasscreaming,hewas

breathingheavilyinmyearhewashalfwayhewas

breathingheavily

Him:lookatmesweetheartplease"

IshookmyheadIwantedtoclosemylegsitwas

burningitfeltlikethousandknifeswereslicingme

there,heheldmyheadinpositionoureyeslocked

andhedidthelastpushIfeltsomethingpopor

braked,Icried,IscreamedIwantedtogethimof

meIwasbitingandpunchinghi,mytearswere

blindingme

Him:I'msorry...Itsgoingtogetbetter...Phephisa

Sthandwasami"

Me:stopMvelo..Getoffme...Pleaseyouhurting

me..."hewasdipinsideofmenotmovingbutI

felthisbigcockonmyuterus



Me:I'minpainMvelo...Please"

Him:hle-hle...Babe...Stopandlookatme"

Heheldmyheadandilookedathim,hewasalso

crying...

Him:focusonmemyface...Iloveyou..."

Me:itshurt..."

Him:Iknowbutletmemakeitfeelbetter...Allow

metodothis..."

Iwasnotbuyingit



Him:lookatme...Don'toverthinkitlookatme"

hekissedmesendingmixedemotionstomybody

hestartedtomoveandthatpaincamerushingback

again,hewasmovingslowbutIcouldstillfeelit

likehewasslicingmewithbladessplashmewith

hotwatermixedacidonmyNanaHehadamonster

cockImagineacanofsoda,exceptlongerand

curvedThiswasmyfirsttimehavingsexandthis

manhadnomercyIwasnotprepared,Hegaveme

nowarning,Isoldieredontryingnottocrytomuch

butthismissionarypositionhewaskillingme

becausehehadpowertomovemylegsup,hewill

kneelandpullMetohim,hewillpinmylegsonmy

chest,hewillspreadthemwideopen

IhadnowaytoescapeIwashismeal,

andIswearthatwastheworstpainI’veeverbeen

in.Imaginesomeoneshovingacurvedcanof

Monsterenergydrinkintoasmallknifewound.That



would’vefeltnicer.Ihadtostophimfrommoving,

fastbecauseitfeltlikebeingtorninhalf.Imadethe

biggestmistakeyoucanmakebytryingtoholdhim

withmylegsbutIwaswideopenforhimandhe

divein

"Mmmmm..,."hegroanedloader

Mywallswerestretchingandtearing

Thepainwasnotbearable..

Him:I'msorrySthandwasami.."Hesaidpicking

uphispace

HewasmoaningclearlyhewasenjoyinghimselfI

ontheotherhandiwascrying



Iwaswaitingforpleasuretokickinbutnoluck,

hisgroansbecamelouderandlouderhewas

movingfastIlookedathimIcouldnotrecognise

him,Itookitallinthepainthebitofpleasurethat

comesandgo,

heownedmybodyhewasrampingonmypoor

pussymylegsintheairhewasgoingdip,hewas

cursingandstartedtossingmearoundlikeapan

cakeinthepanmyvoicewasgoneIonlyhadsilent

criesnowtakinginthepainprayingthathefinish.

hehadputapillowundermytummyandwas

havingmefromtheback,Ifeltmypussytearup,

thisthemostpainfulposition

Me:Mveloplease..."Icriedpleadingwithhimitfell

ofdeafearshewasgoingfasthisgriponmywaist

madeithardformetoescape



Iburiedmyfaceontheotherpillowandcried

ifyouhaveseentheepisodeofgameofthrones

KhaleesidaenerysandDrogoweddingnightwhen

shehadsexforthefirsttimeThathowifeelright

now.hewillbitemepullmyhair,strangledme

roughlysqueezemybreastI'msuremybodyhas

bruisesbynow,Idon'tknowwhenhecamebutI

knowwenevertookabraketocuddlehewason

topofmetillthesuncameup...Myfirstnightwith

myhusbandwasanightmare.

.

.

.
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Sbahle***

Iwaswokenupbyloudlionroar,itwasasifitwas

insidethisroom,myheadwassoheavymybody

deadtiredthesoundgotlouderandlouderIslowly

opensmyeyesandIwasmeetbyaprideofwhite

lionsseatingoutsidepatio,Iwantedtoliftmyhead

andlookatwhathappeningIwasnotsureifIwas

dreamingorifitwashappeningforreal,myeyes



weretoheavythatIclosedthemagainandallowed

theloudroadtobemylalabye,

LateronIfeltsomeoneliftingmeupIslowly

openedmyeyesIwasmeetbyMvelofacehe

lookedworried,sad

heplacedmeonbathtubtheminutethewater

touchmyladypartsIwantedtocry...

Me:ishuuuuuu"heslowlyhelpmeseatdown.The

painwaswrittenallovermyfaceasIfrown.

Lastnighteventcamerushingback,Ifelthis

handswipingmytears,hewasavoidingeye

contactwithmehestoodupandwalkedawayI

wassoemotionalthatIjustbrokedownandcried,

thebathtubhadherbs,rootsandtwigsI'm

guessingitsupposetocuremedownthereor

something.



IlookedintospacetryingtounderstandwhyMvelo

lostcontrollastnight,disregardmyplea,mycries

overlookingthepainhewasinflictingonme,Zoe

toldmethatTherearetwomaintalesthatgetspun

aroundhavingsexforthefirsttime.One,thatas

longasyouhavesexwiththerightperson,it'llbe

magicalandbeautiful.Andtwo,nomatterwhoyou

havesexwithforthefirsttime,it'sboundtobe

awkwardandpainfulashell...Ineverthoughtitwill

belikethatwithmeandMveloIwantedthemagic

thesparksandstarsbutMvelotookmetohell

instead.

...Whyistheresomuchhypeinintimacywhenit

hurtlikethis...hetookmyprideinthemostbrutal

wayimaginable...IcriedthinkingabouthowItold

himtostopItoldhimitshurts

“I'msorry..."thatwhathekeptsayinginthe

middleofconsensualsex.Hishandsfirmonmy



hips,hisbreathingraggedinmyear.Iturnmyhead

totheside,twistmymouthintoafrown.He’s

havingtroublegettingoff,troubleinstopping,he

tellsme,He’llfinishsoon,hepromisesOnequick

thrustthatlastedhour's.

“Ithurts,”Itellhim.

“shuuuuibaby?”Hesayswithoutpausing.There'sa

slightannoyanceinhisvoiceashecontinues,

“justrelaxhle-hle"hekissedmetryingtoconvince

Me

AlthoughIhaveaprettyhighpaintolerance,Idid

expectsomepain.Imean,that’swhatiwastold:

'Therewillbepainwhenyouloseyourvirginity'.But

whatIfeltitwasmorethanpainitwasworse,The

pressuredidn’tfeelgood,itjustfeltPainfulvery

painfulIhadbeenarousedenoughevenclimaxed



multipletimesbutstillpainoverpoweredpleasure.

Idon’trememberthefeelofhishands,Idon’t

rememberhiscaresses,Idon’trememberthe

wordshesaidtomeafterwestartedhavingsex.I

dorememberhisheavinesspressedagainstme,

thewayhepinnedmedownbytheveryactofwhat

wewe'redoing;hiserratic,persistent,insistent

movements,hisloudpleasureandmypain.I

rememberspeakingthisquiet,muffledsentences"

Mveloplease"Butit’sunclear—Iwillremind

myselflater,fordays,forweeks,foryears—why

didIexactlyhavetosaythat"mveloplease".It’s

toononcommittalitdoesnotgivehimawarning

thathemuststop,itsmorelikelysayingI'm

enjoyingthedeedashewas?

“Justletmefinish,”hesays.“Itwon’tbemuch

longer...Letmegiveyoupleasure"hetakeshis

timewithnohurryintheworld.He'sslumpingon

topofme,andthoughI'mnotsurewhybutthepain



wastoomuchicouldnothelpit,I’mstartingtocry

againWhenheseesme,he'sangry,hurt,sadI

can'treadhimWhydidn’tItellhimIwascrying,and

whydidn’tIsayIwantedhimtostop?Putmyfeet

down,maybeconvincehimevenmore,maybehe

wouldhave...Hefeelsweirdnow,nowhefeels

guilty.Hecan'tlookmeintheeyes

Ihaveruinedthisforhimforus,hetoldmethis

willhappenItrustedhimasmyhusbandIgavehim

mybodymypride,itsmydutiesashiswifetogive

himanheirbutwillsexalwaysbelikethiswithhim?

Ididn'therehimcomeinbutIfelthimrubbinga

spongesogentleallovermybodyhebathme,

driedme,curriedmetothebedroomitlookedclean

withnewlinenhethantookbodyoilandmassage

andbutteredmybody,

"mmmouch"Iflinchedwhenheranhishandson

mybackandmyneckIfelthishandsrunningand



tracingonmybackhewasbreathingoutsoloud,

hetookagownandhelpedmewearit,hetooka

trayoffood,itwasOatmeal,fruitsaladand

Englishbreakfastwithtallglassofjuice,Ilookedat

theTreyandlookedathim,nowordswerespoken

andhewaslookingdownthewholetime,itkilled

metoseehimlikethat

Me:M....Mv...Mvelo"ifinallysaid,Itriedtohold

him

Hestoodupplacedthefoodonthesidetableand

hestoodbytheslidingdoorlookingoutside,Itried

tostandupbutIfeltmylegsgettingweakandmy

ladypartsstillsoreandburning

Me:ouch..."Isaidfallingbackonthebed...He

movedfastasalightningandhelpedmegetunder

thecovers,hesetnexttomeandfeedmethefruit

saladipushedthespoonawayasasignthatI'm

full



Me:Ineedpainkillersplease..."

Hegavemeaglassofjuiceandishookmyhead,I

knowrealizethatI'minpainmyhead,mybody,my

ladyparts..I'mexhaustedtoapointwhereIcan't

keepmyeyesopen,therewasalotIwantedtosay

butIwordscouldnotcomeout,Ifelthimplacehis

handonmyabdominalareasandrubbedithewas

huggingmefrombehind

Him:I'msorryMabhengu"

HiswordsalonejustignitedTearsonmyeyeshe

cuddlemeasIcriedinhisarms

.

.



Mvelo***

WhenthesuncameInoticedthatSbahlewasoutof

it,Ifeltlikesomethingwasmovedfrommyeyes,I

wasbacktomyseances,memoryfromlastnight

eventscameflashingbackandgivingmeasplitting

headache

"oohmyGodwhathavedone!!"Iheldmymouth

Ijumpedupoffromthebedandnoticeblood...Lot

ofbloodonthesheet,IrushedtoSbahleIfelther

pulseshewasstillalivebutthebruises,themarks

ohherbodymademyheartstopforasecond.

Inoticealionimprintonherforearmsh'sfinallymy

mate...IshouldbehappybuthowcanIwhenIleft

herinthisstate.Theimprintlookslikedustpaw

printbutnotlikedusttheimprintcannotbe



removeditslikeabirthmark

,Iranmyhandsonherface"I'mSorry,Ididn't

meanto...IfionlyknewitwillhurtyoulikethisI

wouldhavenotagreedtothis"_Iwipedmyeyes

andIdecidedtoremovethebloodysheetsmaking

sureIdon'twakeherupitscaredmethatherbody

waslifelesswhenImovedherafterplacedheron

thecleanlinenIwenttomybagtookoutherbskoko

gavemethatSbahlewillneedtobathon

IwasdisturbedbylionroaringonmydoorstepI

opentheslidingdoorandfoundaprideofwhitelion

twomalesandfourlionesseswhenmyeyesmeet

withthemalelionitboweditheadandsetdown

andjustonqueuetheotherfollowedandsetdown,

myphonestartedringingandIrushedoutto

answerit,thelionsstartedtoroarandIknewthat

mightwakeupSbahlenodoubt,damnit

Me:hello"answeredinthebathroombusy



preparingSbahle'sbathwaterkokostartedcalling

outmyclanname

~~~Mngunimpangazithalwandlealiwelwali

welwayizinkonjanezezuluwenaowezinyawanae

zishloshaezihambaeshlabathinisolwandle~~~

Shewaschantingandgoingonandon

Her:ooohwalivusaikhayamntanamisiyabonga"

(youhaverebuiltyourfatherhouse)

IhadnoideawhatshewastalkingaboutIwas

moreworriedaboutSbahle'sstateIprobablynever

goingtomakelovetoherifherfirstexperience

turnedouttobesuchanightmareyetagainmy

ancestorhavefuckedmeover,whatifshewakes

upandleavesmeorworsecryrapeshegotbruises

andandmostprobablysoreonhervj,Icouldgo

downforalongtime,shetoldmetimeandtime



againthatIwashurtingherbutthebeastinsideof

medevouredherthesexwasrawanddisgusting

forafirsttimerhowamIgoingtosaysorrytoher

howamigoingtofixthis,fuckIhatebeingMnguni

!!

Me:kokoSbahleshe..She'shurt,Ihurther"

Her:shewillbefineusetheherbsIgaveyou"

Me:kokoyoudon'tunderstandIhurther

emotionallyshe'sscaredforlife...Ihurther...It

wasnotsupposetobelikethat..Shewaspure

koko...Idefloweredherinthemostbrutalwayever

"

Her:shewaschosenforareasonhavefaithinher"

Me:whatifsheleavesme"orarrestmenoone



willbelievethatI'mcursedandhaveabeastthat

comesoutduringeclipse

Shelaughedsheclearlyisinhappymoodtodaythe

laughing,praisingandthankingme,halloIjust

fuckedmywife..brutallyfuckedherandshebleed

shegotbruises.Sheprobablycan'twalkoohGod

shewillneedtopee..Jesusthatshitwillburnher

Her:uyangizwakodwa"

Me:kokoIneedtogo"

Her:MveloAwukhulephelaI'mtalkingtoyouand

yourheadismilesaway,...Ihearlionroaringinthe

background..."

Me:I'msorryI'mjustworriedaboutNdlonkulu...

Yestherearelionsheretherehavebeenroaringfor



awhilenowOnmydoorstep"

Her:doyouknowwhatthatmean?"

Me:Idon'tknowkoko...Thereisalotgoingtrough

myheadrightnow"

Her:yourwifeiscarryingaMnguniheir..That's

whythelionsarethere"

Ifeltmyheadspinningmybodystartedtofeel

heavyIfoundmyselfcrouchingdown

Me:what?"

Her:rememberthestoryItoldyouaboutthe

reasonwhyyourfatherwassummonedtocome

backhomeafterspendingyearsintheUK"



Me:becausemygrandfatherwokeuponemorning

withaprideofliononhisdoorstep"

Her:andthatwasthedayyouwereconceived..."

Ifelttearsofjoyburningmyeyes...Ifelldownon

thefloorandsankdown

Her:lookedlikeweexpectinganheir...Siyabonga

Mnguni...UmphathekahleumaBhengu,sheour

onlyhopeforsurviving"

Shepraisedmeagainandhangup,Iplacedmy

handsonfaceoohmyGodIcreatedahumanagain

,aftersometimesthenoisedieddownthelions

weregone,calledroomserviceforfood,Imademy

waytoherandliftedupgentlynottowakeher,she

openedhersmalleyesbutIwastoashamedtolook

ather.



WhensheflinchedtheminuteIplacedheronabath

tubIfeltpaininmyheart,herlonetearrolleddown

hercheekthatalonemademewanttotakeaway

thepainfromherorbetteryeterasehermemory,

shekeptonsearchingformyeyesbutIavoidedeye

contact,

IwalkedoutandcriedoutsideitpainsmethatIput

herinsuchtraumaticexperienceyetIclaimIlove

her,Iwipedmytearsassoonasroomservice

walkedin,Idecidedtogivemywifeabathmaybe

trytalkingtoher,ifoundherintheverysame

positionIleftherinlookingintospace.

WheredoIstart?whattoIsay?Igentlygavehera

spongebathshejustlookedatme,Idriedherand

curriedhertoourbedroom,whenIwasApplying

bodylotiononherbodyIsawscratchmarksonher

back,Ididthistohersheflinchedandaskedme

forpainkillersIjustlookeddownIIcan'tgiveher



thatsheexpectingsoallIcandoistrytohealher

withherbsatleast

Shewantedtotalkbutshame,guiltandregretwas

overpoweringmeIhatetellingherI'msorry,Ijust

wanttospendmydaylovingherwithminimum

hiccups,afterfeedingherIknewthatshewas

weakandexhaustedIdecidedtospoonherandran

myhandsontummy

Me"I'msorryMaBhengu"whenshehurtIhurtand

whenshecryIcrytoo,wecuddleupandIallowed

hertocry.

.

.tobecontinued
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Sbahle

IwokeupwithafeelingofsomeonelookingatmeI

slowlyopenedmyeyesandIwasmeetbyhisgaze

theminuteoureyesmeethelookeddown,how

longwillhekeepdoingthis?Ihateitwhenhehas

Emotionaldetachmenttowardsme,it

doesnotjusthappenoutoftheblue;thereisalways

somethingbehinditortriggeringit

Andtheissuehereiswhathappenedlastnight.

Itslikewebothhavethisinabilityorfearoftalking

throughtheissueshedidsomethingthathewillnot

forgivehimselffor,IontheotherhandIcannot

stophowmuchhehurtmeandtookmyprideasifI

wassomerandomfuckofhis.



ThiskindofdisconnectIknowmaylastforweeks

ifwedonotaddressit,we

bothknowthereissomethingwrong,butwetoo

hesitanttobringitupbecauseofthefearonce

reaction.

Isuddenlyhadthisurgetopeeandnowthe

problemisgettingup,mybodyissotireditlikeI

washitbyatrain,Istartedmovingaroundslowly

onthebedtryingtositupstraightthereisstillno

muchfeelingonmylegs,Mvelowasbymysidein

aninstanceandhelpmetoseatup,hesmelled

goodasalwaysbutstillavoidedeyecontacteven

whenItouchedhishand

Me:Ineedtousethebathroom"

Hedidnotthinktwicebutscopemeupandcurried



metothebathroom,heplacedmeonpanand

lookedatme

Me:mayIhaveprivacyplease"hedebateditfora

whileinhis

headandsteppedout,IlookedatmythighsIhad

blackandgreenbruiseswhichmakesmethinkif

mythighslooklikethiswhatdoestherestofmy

bodylooklike

"ahhhh....".OhfatherGodmypeeburnessomuchI

wantedtojumpbutwastoweak

Mvelo:areyouok..."HeaskedwalkinginIwas

bitingonmylipssomuchthatitmightstarttobleed

thismanwasstandingovermeandlookingatme

withpanic



Me:justgoMveloI'mfine"

Him:younot...AndI'mnotgoinganywhere"

Icouldtellthatthisburningfeelingdowntownis

causedbyroughpenetrationIwenttroughlast

night,whenIwasdoneItriedtorolledatissuebut

Mvelogottoitfirst,oohmyGodisheabouttodo

whatIthinkhisgoingtodo,yeshejustdidhe

wipedmeIfeellikehismakingmeababyrightnow

HetriedliftingmeupbutIstoppedhim

Me:juststop...Stopplease...Icanwalkonmy

own"

Hedidnotlistentome,hedoesthatalotthisdays

havehiswaywithmehecurriedmeandplacedme

onthebed,hewentbacktothebathroomand



flushedthetoilethecamebackwithwarmtowel

andspreadmylegs

Me:wenzini?"

Hedidnotanswermebutgentlywipedmynana...

HepulledthecoversovermeIhuffedandpushed

thecoversawayfromme

Heopenedtheslidingdoorsteppingoutandcalled

roomserviceorderingfood,IwantedtogooutsideI

wantedtofeelthesunandbreezeonmyskinthisis

myhoneymoonIcannotbestuckinbadallday

soIdecidetotryandstanddown,Islowlytried

standingupIknewthatIneedtowalklikeafrog

legsspreadopenbecausefuckmypussyisstill

sore...



EverystepItookIbitemylipandprayedIdon'tfall

orhurtmyselfevenmore

Him:Sbahlewhatareyoudoingup!!"hisvoice

wastoocommanding,

almostmakingmelosebalance

Him:whatareyoudoing?Sbahleyougoingtohurt

yourself"

Me:Iwanttogooutsideandifyoudidn'tnoticeI'm

alreadyhurt!"

Hebreathoutloud,hetriedtoliftmeupandI

stoppedhim

Me:justhelpmewalkplease"



Him:Sbahle...Yougoingtohurt..."

Me:pleaseineedtomoveusingmylegs"

Hehuffedheldmywaistandiheldontohim

walkingwasamissionbutIneedtopushpastthe

painhefinallyplacedmeonmyseatafterwhatfelt

likehourswalkingoutside,hewasabouttodash

offbutIstoppedhim

Me:Mnguni..."

Hestopped

Me:pleasesitdown.."

Hesetontheotherseat



Me:pleasecomesitnexttome..."Iwasseatingon

twositteroneofthosegrassoutdoorcouches

Me:weneedtotalk.."helookeddownandrubhis

handstogether,hecan'tkeepavoidingmelikethis

andthisthingofhimnottalkingIcan'tdealwithit

Me:talktomeplease..."

Hejustlookedintospaceandthoughtforawhile

Him:I'mtiredofapologizingtoyou...I'mtiredof

hurtingyou...IhatethatImakeyoucrymorethanI

makeyoulaugh,I'mangryatmyself

IfeelashamedforwhatIhaddone.Idon’thaveany

excusesorwhatsoever,



Ishouldhavenotagreedtothiswholebloodmoon

bullshit,IhurtyousomuchthatIhatemyselffor

forbeingaman,yourhusband...Ishouldbe

protectingyouforgoodnesssake!!

Iregretgettinginbetweenyourlegsandtaking

yourpridethewayIdid,IwishIhadcontrolover

myactionsIwishIcouldturnbackthehandsof

timeandshowyouwhatmyheartandsoulhad

preparedforyouforthisnight,mygoalistogive

youthestarsasthemoonnotthemonsterthat

rippedyouapartandleftyouwithtraumatizing

experience.

Itakefullresponsibilityformyselfandmyactions.

Iwouldn’tpawnthistoyouagain,Ididrightbymy

familyandmyancestorsandputyouinharms

waysyetagain,



I’msorryityourfirstnightwithmeturnedouttobe

...OhmyGod...thethoughtofitaloneitsinhuman

..."

HeheldhisfaceI'msurehiscrying...Iwasa

cryingmessaswell,hereIwasthinkingthatIwas

theonlyonehurtingbutthismanhereisgoing

troughtheworsthewasneverincontrolofhis

actionhisworstfearscametolifehehurtmeyet

again

Me;Thefirsttoapologizeisthebravest.Thefirstto

forgiveisthestrongest.Thefirsttoforgetisthe

happiest...Canwemovepastonthisitdestroying

you..."

Heshookhishead

Me:Mvelo...Babypleaselookatme"



Heshookhishead

Me:Mveloplease!"Istartedtocryoutloud

Heheldhisears

Him:pleaseplease...Sbahledon'tcrylikeno...no!

"hestooduptryingtowalkaway,

OohmyGoditstriggeredeventsfromlastnight,I

heldhisarmIhurtingmyselfintheprocessbut

fuckthatMveloisemotionallyhurting,mypaincan

beonpause.

Howwegoingtomovepastthis,hissinkingdipto

adarkwhole,ican'tallowthatnoIjustcan't

Me:MveloTrevorMngunilookatmenow"



Hewipedhisfacewithhishands

Me:ngiyakucela"

Heslowlyliftedhisheadupandlookedatmehis

eyesredhisnosered,helookedpalehelooked

worryliketheweightoftheworldisinhisshoulders

,ifIdidn'tknowbetterIwouldsayhisbeencrying

forsometimenow,Ihateseeinghimlikethis

Me:MnyeniwamiYou’remybackbone.You’remy

blessing.You’reapieceofmyheart.You’retheairI

breathe.Andyou’rethestrongestpersonIknow,

andI’msosorryforhavingtoputyouthroughthis,

"

Him:Sbahleitsnotyourfault"



Ishookmyhead

Me:itsnotyourseither...Youtoldmethatyounot

surewhatwasgoingtohappened,youhadno

controloftheastralprojectionthattookplace,

you'reagoodmanbecauseeverythingyoudoyou

doittoputourfamilyfirstthishadtobedoneand

yesitshurtbutI'mwillingtoputitpastmebecause

Iwillbedamntolooseyouinthisemotionalbattle

youinrightnow,you'reslippingintotheunknown

andIhatethatI'mgoingtobeyournightmarefor

sometimenowbutletmebestrongforyouplease

MnyeniWami,weareTeamwhenyouhurtIhurt

toocanwemovepastthisplease

Him:I'mreallysorry..."

Me:Iknowbabyyoudo,sonowcanIhavemy

husbandback"



Hegavemeaweaksmileandhetookmyhandand

kissedit...HisnotokIcanseeitIcanfeelit,andI

havenoclueonhowtohelphimIchangeposition

andshiftedtoplacemyheadonhischesthisto

tensehisbrushingmyhairandwegetlostinour

ownthoughts.

Foodcameandheforcedmetoeat,itwastoo

healthyandIwantedmeet,oilyandspicyfood,

butallIatewasgreenstuffandwithlessmeat

Him:ihavepreparedyourbathwater"hesaid

sittingnexttome

AtleastwetalkingnowthatGood,hisstillnot

himselfbutI'mnotgivinguponhim

Me:herbalbath?"



Hesidesmileandnodded

Him:itwillmakeyoufeelbetter...Helpyouwith

thebru..."

Heswallowedandlookeddown,Iplacemyhandon

hisface

Me:MnguniI'mfine...Stopstressingaboutwhat

happenedlastnight"

Him:haveyouseenhowyourbodylooks...What

willpeoplesayiftheyseethismarksonyou,

Sbahleiinflictedpaininyou"

Me:itwasnotintentionally...Iknowthatandyou

knowthat"



Him:itsfeelslikeIforcedmyselfintoyouIbroke

youSbahle,damnityoucan'tevenwalk"

Me:Mvelo!"

Him:justsayitI'mamonster!"

Me:stopputtingwordsinmymouth"

Him:sbahle"

Me:juststopbeatingyourselfaboutthiswillget

troughthistogether,itmeansImusthideheretillI

feelandlookoksobeit...ButI'mnotgoingto

tolerateyoucryingandfeelinglikethis,itsour

honeymoonforgoodnesssakecanyoustopacting

likeweatafuneral!!"



Him:Sbahledontraiseyourvoiceatme"

Me:thanstophavingthispitypartyandlet'screate

memories"

Heopenedhismountandclosedit

Iwasinhisarmsagainandweweregoingtothe

bathroom,

Heplacedmeintoabathtubanditstillsorebutnot

asitwasbefore,Ilookedatmyarm therewasa

darkpawprint

Me;Mvelo"

Hewasgivingmeaspongebath



"yinile"Iaskedhim

Him:animprint..."

Me:awhat?"

Him:animprintingisaninvoluntarylifetime

attachmentthatbindsthebeasttoahumanmate,

accordingtoourhistory.Thewerelionisthenbound

toprotectandpleasethispersonfortheremainder

ofhislife."

Me:inotherwordsI'mboundtoyouforlife"

Him:younotonlymychosenwifeyoualsomy

matenow

Hekissedmyforehead



Me:wow...SoI'mnotgoingtohaveanydesiresfor

anyotherman"

Iwastryingtolightinupthemoodbutthisman

wasnotbugging,hehasn'tlaughedtoday,nokiss

meinthemouthortouchme,hisjustherebutnot

here

Him:Mabhengu"

Hiscommandingvoicedwarned

Me:I'mjustjoking...Butseriouslynotevenalittle"

Him:ifyouhaveadeathwishcontinuespeaking

likethis"



Hewasgettingworkedup,thismanofmineisso

jealous

Me:oohcomeonI'mboundtobethebeastmate

fortherestofmylifeyeey!"

Isaidrollingmyeyes

Him:I'mdifferent...Idoitdifferent..."

IturnedandlookedathimIdidn'tunderstandwhat

hewastalkingabout

Him:Sexisbio-mechanicalandinstinctive,weall

knowhowtodoit.Lovemakingisslow,sensual,

notgoalorientedwhichallowsustoexperiencethe

metaphysicalbeingofoneness,thistypeoflove

makingistrulyanartinitself...Iwashopingto

showyouthat,onourweddingnightbut...



letgetyououtofthiswateritsgettingcoldnow"

IwantedhimtogoonbutIstillbelievethatsex

intimacysubjectisnogozonefornowwejustneed

tofocusongettingbetterIguess.

.

.
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Mvelo***



"stopMveloyouhurtingme"

Ipinnedherdownherloudscreamedandwailing

sirens

criesdidnotfazemeormadeMestop,Iwas

sweatingbreathingheavilyontopofher,adrenaline

wasskyhighIwasmovingfasthumpingfastand

furiously,theonlysoundthatmademegofaster

wasourskinsmackingandslappingtoeachother

shewasscreaminginpain,Ilookedatherface

thatwassmudgeintearsandmucus,sheturned

herheadrefusingtolookatme

Ipulledherhairtightpositioninghertolookàtme

"please....Stop...Please,"

Me:lookatme"



Her:uyangilima"...Shecriedevenmore

Ifoundmyselfstranglinghershewasmakingto

muchnoisethecryingwasgettingtomenowmy

gripsotightonthroat,

hereyesturnedbackandshewasgaspingforairI

lookedatmyhandstheyhadbloodonIlookatbed

itwasredwithaherpoolofbloodIlookedat

Sbahleshewasunconsciousherlifelessbodyjust

lookingatmeItriedyoshakeherupshewasgone

Me:Nono....No!Sbahlewakeupwakeupplease...

No!"

Iroseupfromthebedsweatingandbreathing

heavilyIlookedbesidemeSbahlewasslipping

peacefully,thisdreamsaretormentingmenow,I

can'tsleep,closemyeyeswithoutrelivingwhat



happenedlastnight,I'mevenafraidtotouchmy

wife,shetellsmesheisokandwemustmove

passthis,buthowcanIwhenI'mstillrelievingin

thatnightmareeverytimewhenIlookather.

IjumpedoffthebedIwasangryIwasmadbut

mostlyI'msadandIwishIcanforgetbuthow

becausethementhatsleptwithmywifeIdidnot

recognizehim,

Ihatethiscurseinme,IhatethatI'mMnguniIhate

thatthisancestorshavewayoffuckingmylifeup

forthesakeofculture,beliefandputtingfamily

first,whataboutme,myhappiness!...SbahleIs

myhappiness,neverwantedherfirstsex

experiencetoturnoutlikethis.

IfeltmybodyheatingupIfelthimcomingshit,...

ThisalwayshappenedwhenIgetangryfucknot

thisanimal,whichdestroyedmyfirstnightwithmy

wife,



Isteppedoutsidetryingtostoptheshiftthemoon

shinedsobrightthatittriggeredthecurseto

resurface...IfeltmybonescrackingIkneeled

downandscreamedandjustlikethatthebeast

tookoverthepawsmadetheearthshakewhenI

steppedonit...IstartedtorunthiswillbegoodI

needtoletitoutofmysystem....

.

.

Sbahle***

Idon'tknowwhensleepcamebutIwokeupwitha

coldbreezehittingmyface

Mvelomusthavelefttheaircononorwindows



openIalsowantedtogopeenowaishMvelomanii

wasindeepsleepandwasnotplanningonwaking

up

,IdecidedtojustsleepitthroughIturnedaround

hopingtolandonmymen'schestbutwasmeetby

anemptybed,ifrowned

Me:mvelo.."Imumble,buttherewasnoanswer

Iranmyhandsonthecoldbedcovers

Me:Mvelo'IsaidalittlebitlouderIwasexpecting"

yesbaby...I'mHeremylove"

BuythesoundIheardwasscary,Isoundedlikea

dipgrowlingsound,okI'minabedalonewithlight

turnedoffandthereissomethinginthisroomI

couldfeelitIcouldfeelitbreathingmyonlyfear



nowwastoturnaround

Me:Mvelo?...Isaidnowtryingtoconfirmmyfears

"thesoundfilledtheroomagain,no...No...No!

Mveloyoucan'tdothistomeI'mnotreadynotnow,

Ifeltadropofpeewettingmyunderwear

Islowlyturnedwithfoggyeyesfromsleepand

weekeyesightIdoubtIwillseeanythinginthedark

butIsawsomethingmovingfromtheshadows,i

triedseatingupstraightbutmybackwasstill

painful

Me:ouchIcried..."

Whataemerged

fromtheshadowswasenoughtomakemewantto

wetmybed,Iheldmybreath



Me:please...Don'tcomeclose!"

Itstoppeditwaswhitebigwiththickbigmaneit

browngold'isheyeslookedatmeandIlookedatit,

IgotagrateWhitefrickinbiglioninmyroom,

shouldIbescared?hellyes,mustIberunningfor

thehills?yes,ifIwasfittododoIIwouldhavemy

mindwaspanickingbutmyheartwastellingme

relaxSbahlethisisgreatNgonyama,youfuckin

luckytobeinthesameroomwithhim,

Lionsarelargeanimalsbuthewasverybigitwas

about11feetlongand5feettallI'mlookingat

hybrid,becauseIseeMveloonthisbeast

Itswhitemanecoveredtheshoulders,chestand

partofthebackofthisbeast,oohmyGodhisso

beautiful,amocrazyno...Heispartofmy

husbandanywaysoyaletmeadmirehim



Me:Mv....mvee...lo?"

Ittookasteptomeitstoodtallnexttomybedright

nowIfeltlikeanant..."ooohmmmm"itstocloseI

heldmybreathand

ItdidthebreathingwithitsnoseI'mnotsureitit

sayinghellooryoulookgoodtoeat...

"MveloI'mgoingtokillyouifyoutryandbiteme...

"

Itmovedandtilteditheadtotheleft,Istarted

sneezingitlikeitwasrealisingdustorsomething,

aishiforgotI'mallergictocatthatthereason,I

startedlaughingsohardthatIevenforgotthat

thereisabeastinfrontofme,oureyeslookedat

eachotherandifoundmyhandmovingtowardsit,

itslowlyboweditheaditclosediteyestheminuteI



touchedithead,thiswasagoodfeelingtomeIt

lookedatmeonemoretimeandturnaroundand

dashoffIhadthishugesmileonmyface,

"wow"

.

.

IwasdressedinlongPJandfluffysleepersIwas

inbathroom doingmyhygieneprocesssurprisingly

IwokeupwithMvelosleepinginnexttome,Idid

notwanttowakehimup,soItookbabystepsto

thebathroom,Ilookedmyselfinthemirrorhis

handprintswerestillclearlyvisibleonmyneckand

thebitemarksIliftedmytopupandwhatIsawwas

disturbing,IswallowedhardIheardhimmumbling

something



Imademywattothebedroomhewassweating

talkingonhissleep,hewascallingmynameand

sayingNO..Hishavinganightmare,Iwalkedtohis

sidegentleshakinghim

Me:baby...Mvelo"

Hewaspanickingandmovinghishead

vigorously

histryingtowakeupbutthedreamhishavingis

consuminghim,Iroughlyshookhim

Heroseup"Noooo!"Hescreamedbreathingout

heavily

Me:itsokitsjustadream"



Him:Sbahle...Therewassomuchblood'

Me:itsok...itsjustadream"

Ipulledhimtohughesqueezedmesotightasifhe

doesn'twanttoletmego

Him:I'msorrymylove...I'msorry"

Me:itsok...I'mhereitsok"

.

.

Tobecontinued
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2Weekslater

Sbahle****

ItsbeenalmosttwoweekatthelodgeandImust

saythehoneymoonwasnotwhatIexpected,firstly

myfirstexperiencewithSbahlemeetsdickbecame

theworstnightofmylife,notonlydidthatleaveme

bedriddenfordaysbutitleftmebruisedand

emotionallyscaredforlife.

Iwantedtoforgetaboutthat,itiswhatitisbecause



Ilovemyhusbandmorethenanythinginthisworld

Ijustwantedtosweepeverythingunderthecarpet

likeallgoodwifedo.

OnlyoneproblemwasthatMvelowasstillstuckin

thatnight,hisrelivingthatnighteverydayhehas

problemswithsleepingduetonightmareshetells

mehisok,butthatjustafrontheisinsomedark

wholeandIcan'tseemtogethimoutandhis

sinkingevendeepnowsincehehasfoundanew

coppingmechanismwhichisalcohol.

Icalledkokoandtoldheraboutthis,wellifyou

marriedproblemsinyourmarriagearenotonly

yoursbutyourfamiliestooespeciallymyin-laws,

shesaidwemusttakeanextflightbackweneedto

consultwithabaphansi,itoldMvelofourdaysago

anditsalwaysbeentomorrow,tomorrow...But

fucknowI'mputtingmyfeetdownwegoing

tomorrow!



Weallhavedreams.Sometimestheygiveusjoy

whilewe'resleepingandothertimestheyruinour

rest.Thoughmanypeopledonotpaymuch

attentiontotheirdreams,andoftendon'teven

rememberthem,ibelievethereisalwaysadeeper

meaningbehindeachdream

Psychologistssuggestthatourdreamsmaybethe

mind'swayofalertingustounresolvedissues,

whilepsychicsarguethatourdreamshold

importantcluesaboutthefuture.

Africantraditionalhealers,maysaythatdreamsare

aplatformforcommunicationwithourancestors.

ButMvelodoesnotwanttohearanythingtodowith

hisancestorsandcallingeversincethatday,he

brushitasidehesayshisdonewithpleasingthe

deadandtheyturnaroundandshitonhim,his

angrytooangryandhissinkingtotheunknownand

thisdreamshishavingaremakingmebelievethat

theyisacertainuniversalmeaningbehinditand



hisactionsnow.

Iranmyhandsonhisfaceheonlysleeppeacefully

whenhislayingonmylap,Ilookathimandsmile

kissinghisforehead,Ilovehimandseeinghimlike

thishurtsmesomuch,

Me:Thankyouforbeingyou,forsharingyourlove

withme..forinspiringmetoacceptmyself..for

helpingmeseetheuniquebeautyin

imperfection…forshowingmethatloveis

somethingyoudo;somethingnotjusttobesaid,

butalsotobeshown,Ikissedhimagainandbrush

hishair,hummingasong

Ismiledthinkingaboutwhereitallbegan,Wehad

anarrangedmarriagewhichmeanswehada

coupleofdatesoveracoupleofdayswhichhe

insistedwedoandI



decidedthatitwouldbefinesincewillbe

spendingourlivestogether.Adecisionmostpeople

spendmostoftheirlifetimesmullingover.Inour

veryfirstmeetingherockedupwearingnoshoes

butlookedcute,

wefoundthatwehadmostlynothingincommon.

Neveragoodsignwhenyou’reshortlistingpotential

lifepartners.Howeverwewentforaseconddate

whichwaskindaacoincidenceMvelowas

persistent,nevertookNoforananswerand

surprisinglyitturnedoutgood,welloptimism

playeditpart.

Imgladthatdaywedidbecausewediscoveredthe

onlythingwebothhadincommon,isourlove,he

hadfallenformeandIhavefallenforhimtoo.

andtheresttheysayishistory



Him:Ngibulalabani?"

Heaskedinhisdeephuskyvoice,makingmelaugh

,Mvelobelievesthathemustbetheonlyperson

thatputsasmileonmyface,whenhefindsMe

smilinghewillaskme"whoamIkilling"

Me:hi"

Him:MaBhengu"

Hewarnedmakingmelaughevenmore

Me:doyourememberhowwemeet?"

Hesmiledabit,itsallIhavebeendoingforthepast

weekremindinghimhowmuchIlovehimandthat

I'mnotgoinganywhere,andthatwillfacealllife



challengestogethernomatterwhat,somedayIwin

himoverbutnightcomesandmymenvanishes

,hisfearsofhimhurtingMeisslowlymakinghim

paranoidandIhatewhatitsdoingtohim.

Him:howcanIforget,youlookedsobeautifulin

royaloutfit,youweresobeautifulandquiteandyoo

...Wajikaumabhenguwahlanyawathetha

,wangishaya..."

Iwasintearswithlaughterthismanrighthereis

myforever

Me:stopit...I'mnotthatbad"

Him:Imarriedcrazyandeverybodyknows"_



IlaughedandIfundhimlookingatme

"yousobeautiful"

Thosewordsstillmakemeblush

Him:Iloveyou"_

Me:Iloveyoumore"_

Iwantedtokisshimsobadrightnowbuthegotoff

mylapclearedhisthroat

Him:yousureyoudon'twanttogoongamedrive

?"

ThatwhatwehavebeendoingeversinceIgot

betteralloutdooractivitiesyesIlovethewildbutI



justneededmymetimeandhubbybuttherestill

thatpinkelephantintheroomthat"intimacy"

Hetoldmethatsexwillneverbelikethateveragain

butwhenIgetclosetohimhepushesMeaway

memoriesfromthatdaystillflashbackonhim

whenwetrytogetclose

Me:whygamedrive?Youmissyourfamilyalready

"

Him:yaphaphawena"Ibustoutandlaughed

Me:wecangobut...Ican'tgetenoughlookingat

yoursexycousinwithblueeyes...Mmmmuhle

andyouknowthatIgotathingforbigcats"

Helaughedsoloud



Him:Ican'tbelieveyoumarriedacatbutyou

allergictoit"

"halfcat"Ishootbackandhelaughed,

Him:stillcan'tbelievethatyouallergicto

Ngonyama"_helaughedatmeandIhithimwitha

pillow

ThenightwasspendwatchingNetflixandtalking

andhisdrinking,thatwhathedoeseverynightis

drinkalmostthewholebottleofwhiskyhesaysit

helphimsleep,whichisliebecausehestillwakes

upscreamingandkicking

Me:Mvelothatenough"Itookhimglass,weon

ourbednowandhisfullydressedanddrinking

Him:IjustneedsleepSbahle..."



Me:butdrinkingisnothelping?"

Him:ican'tsleeponyourlapeverytimewhenI

wanttosleep,"

Me:youhaveacallingMvelomaybeyoushouldtry

tochannelyourdreams"

Him:Idon'twantyohearitMabhengu"

Me:weneedtotalkaboutthisSthandwa"

Him:wetalkaboutitallthetimeandI'mdone

talkingaboutit"

Me:itsfinedon'ttalktomebuttalktokoko"



Him:I'llcallhertomorrow"

Me:noneedwegoinghometomorrow"Iturned

andfacetheothersidepullingthebedcovers

Him:wenotgoingthere...Igotworktodowe

goinghomeourhouseintheUK"

Me:youtheCEOyoucanfreezeworkforadayor

two,I'mnotgoingtositbackandlookatyou

washingyoursorrowswithalcoholandavoidingthe

realmatterIloveyoutomuchnottoseeweneed

help"

Ifakedcryingbysniffing

Him:pleasebaby...Ngcelaungakhali...Finewill

gohomebutitjustoneday..."



Me:two"

Him:MaBhengu"

Sniffhehuffed"ok...Ok...Twodays"

Iturnedaroundandkissedhim,hefrozeyousee

whyIneedhelpehejustdon'tknowwhattodo

whenIkisshim,touchhimandjustasIthoughthe

stepdownfromthebed

Me:Mvelo"

Him:Ijustneedairsweetheart..."

Ibreathoutloudashewalkedout

.



.

MorningcameandInoticedthathewaspassedout

onthecouchwithahalfemptywhiskybottle,Itook

itandflusheditinthedrain,Istartedpackingour

things,Icannothelphimwhilewestillinthisplace

,Ineedmyhusbandback

Him:morning"hesaidandImadehimhotcoffee

fromtheroomservicetray

Me:morning"Igavehimhiscupofcoffee

Him:thankyou"

IwanttoaskwherehewasbutIknowhewasatthe

bar,thatwherehehangsoutI



Feellikehedrinkstoomuchandthatalonehad

createalotoftensionandupsetinourrelationship.

Nowenotyetbitingourheadsoff,herespectme

enoughtowalkawaywhenItrytoraisetheissue

butitsAlsonothelpingbecausewenotaddressing

it.

Ifeellikemypartnerisbeingtakenawayfromme–

bothliterallyandfiguratively.Perhapsiresentthe

amountoftimehespendoutdrinkingandfeellike

hisacompletelydifferentpersonwhenhisbeen

drinking.

Him:whatupwiththatface?DidIdosomething

wrong?"

Yesyoustrugglingwithrealityandyou'retormented

byyourdreamsbecauseofrealityandnowyou

sinkingintoalcoholrunningawayfromreality...So



yathereissomethingwrong!!!

Me:no..Jeansorchinos"

IaskhimaboutwhathisgoingtowearI'msodone

withthisplace...Ijustcan'tdeal

Him:jeans...Sbahleyouavoiding..."

DoesithelpwhenItalkwillitever?sothulamtaKa

Bhengu

Hisphoneringedandhelookedatit

Him:Ineedtotakethisitstheoffice"

Inodded



Hewalkedoutandansweredhisphone,Mvelois

younghisa23yearoldCEOforaninternationallaw

firm,hisgoodatwhathedoes,histhemost

intelligentmanIknow,hefinditeasyinhelping

othersbutwhenitcomestohimhemakesthe

worsedecisionever,perhapsidon’tknowhowto

broachthetopicwithhim–butIknowihavetried

andit’sdidgothewayIlike.MaybeI'mafraidthat

hemayresortinaccusingmeofnagginghimsince

healreadydisagreethatthere’saproblematalland

hisdonetalkingaboutit...Ijustdon'tdon'tknow

Aftertakingashowerhewasstilloncallandthis

timearoundhislaptopwasopenandhewastalking

aboutsomecase,yoothismencanworkshameI

lookedatmybodyandImustgiveittokokohis

herbsworkmiraclesnomarksnobruisesIjumped

intomyshortDanimskirt,blueshirtandsandalsI

combmyhairandmessybunitis,



Him:wowyoualldressedup...Andshowinglegs"

helookedatmylegsgoinguptomyfacehis

thinkingaboutitandsoonhisfacechangedamnit!

Me:phangisaMveloweneedtogo"

Hekissedmycheekandwalkedtothebathroom,I

needmyhusbandback!

.

.
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Sbahle***

SometimesIreallydonotunderstandAfrican

cultureandthisritualsandallthisceremonythat

aredoneforeveryoccasion.

Asyouallknowthat10monthsagomeandMvelo

separatedandgotbacktogetheramonthback

,duetothewayIleftmymaritalhouse

Iamforcedtodoacleansingceremonyandseek

apologytotheMnguniancestorsforleavingthe

houseinthatmanner

TheysayitwasnotpleasantandIalsospiltblood

notmebutMlondisoweBhenguareatfaultfor

beatingtheMnguniKingandforthatIneedto

apologizetotheancestorsandeldersoftheland



andmyin-lawsandasktobetakenback_helloI'm

marriedtothismanwehaveresolvedourissued...

NowI'mnotallowedtowalkinproudlyinsidemy

royalhouse!

Mvelo:thisisbullshit!"hesaidstandingup

Me:Mvelo"

Him:Itoldyouthiswasabadideacominghere...

Whyyouneverlistentome"

Ipulledhimasidebecausenowhiscausing

unnecessaryseen,

momandkokoarejustamazedonthewayhis

speakingrightnow.



Weweresummonedtothepenthousetheminute

welandedandnotonceIthoughtiswasaboutthis

...willthereeverbepeaceinmyhouse.

Me:Mngunipleasecomedown"

Him:INI?"

Me:Yeyeyeomuhle...Please"sayinghisclan

namealwayscalmshimdown

Me:weneedtodothis...Itstradition"

Him:wherehastraditiongottenustoSbahle?I

can'teventouchyoubecauseoftraditionandyou

goingtoallowthatwomentofeedyourheadwith

shit??"hisvoicewasloud



Me:Shandwasami,thatwomenisyour

grandmother...Pleasedon'tspeaklikethis"Isaid

softly

Him:whydon'tyoulistentome?"

Ilookeddown,ifwedonotdothisshithis

behaviorsmightgetworse,goodlordMveloisso

stubborn

Him:weleavingImissmychild...Andineedtoget

backtowork...Youmywifeandyoudon'toweno

oneanyapologyuyezwa"

ZeeisintheUKwithhernannyTreyfoundherthe

bestschoolthatside,hebelievesthatthereisno

lifeforushere,funnybecauseImarriedhimtobe

hisQueenforhiskingdombuthejustwalkingaway

fromitallIjustdon'tknowwhatgottenintohim



Him:weleaving...Uyangizwa"

Me:wecan'tMvelowehavecomethisfarlet'sjust

doit"

HepulledmyhandItwisteditanduntanglingmy

selffromhimbuthegrabbedmeagainroughlythis

timesoIhadonewaytodothisIsmashedmylips

inhisandforasecondheenjoyedthekisshe

respondedranhishandsonmyassshortlyafterhe

pushedmeawayfromhimslowlyasheavoided

eyescontactwithme

Me:ifthisdoesnotprovethatthereissomething

wrongIdon'tknowwhat?"

Him:Sbahle...I'mworkingonthis"

Ishookmyhead



Me:itnotaboutintimacy...butIwantthisfearof

youhurtingmeoutifyoursystem...Imissyou..."I

ranmyhandsonhisface

Me:pleasedothisformethatallIasked"

HelookedatmeandwalkedawayIfollowedbehind

him,hejustbangedthedoorandwalkedout,mom,

kokoandmyAuntlookedatmeforanswers

Me:hisstressed...Itsjustworkstaff...I'msorry

aboutthat"

Kokonodded

Me:maywekindlyproceedwiththeceremony

please"



Koko:thankyouNdlonkulu...Everythingisready

foryouekhaya(royalhouse),youmomwilltellyou

whatexpectedfromyou,shestoodupandmom

walkedherout

Didymom:isthathowaQueendressthisdays"

Ifeltlikerollingmyeyesather,

Momwalkedbackinandtoldmetochange,Iwas

wearingalongAfricanprintdress(isishweshwe)a

matchingheadscarfandtheyputthissmallblanket

overmyshouldersreallymainthisheat?

Mom:asambe..."

Inodded



Me:whywedoingthisma,Mveloistheonethat

wrongmenottheotherwayaroundwhyamI

apologizingtohisfamily"

Her:rememberalltheceremonythatweredone

beforeyourofficialtraditionalwedding?"

Inodded

Her:itmeansthatyouarenowpartoftherefamily

youjustcan'twalkawaywhenyoutwoarehavinga

fightawifestays,ratherthehusbandmovesout

thenyou"

Me:butmom..."

Her:Iknowbabykunzimabutifyoulovehimstop

goingbackandfourthandrunningaway...Stick



withhim"

Me:momitonlyhappenedonce"

Her:...UthelwengenyongoSbahleandyou're

recognizedasadaughter,awifeandaQueenin

thathouse,youareprotectedbyamanguni,so

whenyouleaveidloziliyadinwa(ancestorsare

angry)neverforgetthatyouwerechosen"

Ihuffedandfoldedmyarms

Me:youmayforgivehimandgetbacktowithyour

husbandeventrowsurpriseweddingbutallthat

glitzdoesnotmakeitrightwithabaphansi"

Me:ayimathisisunfair"



Her:theancestorsfeelbetrayedthatyouthe

chosenwifeleftthehousewithoutthereconsent

,soyouneedtoapologizetotheMnguniancestors

andaskthemukuthibakwamukeleback"(totake

youback)

Me:Isee"

Her:Mlondihascausedustopaymoremoneywith

hisrecklessbehaviorwhyyounevertoldmethathe

attackedtheking"

Me:I..."

Aunt:nowtheygoingtofineusandaskusfora

cowtocleansethehouse"



Me:acow?!"thatoverthetop

Mom:akubhediweLASbahle...Inkosiphelale"

(histhekingandthispeopledon'tplaygames)

Me;awholecowreallythat'sextortion"

Aunt:wellfancywordswon'thelpnow"...She

continuedtolookaheadanddroveustothepalace

Soyasishwelezilenabaphansi(askingfor

forgiveness)andcleansingceremonywasdone

andIwaswelcomebackinthehouse,andyesthey

didchargeusInhlawuloafineoftwocowsbut

momsaiditstoomuchshesaidifitwasnotfor

MvelomistreatingmeIwouldhaveneverleft,she

saidshewillpaythefineofonecowforMlondi

actions,



TheelderswerenothappybutmyAuntgotmad

convincingskillsandmyfamilygotawaywith

payingafineofonecow.

WellafterallwassaidanddoneImademywayto

thekitchentocook,itlookslikeeverythingisstill

inplacejustthewayIleftit,afterhoursbehindthe

stovefinallydinnerwasreadytobeservedand

therewasnosignofmysocalledhusband

InfactsinceIgotherehewasnotaround

Mom:iseverythingOKbetweenyouandyour

husband?_"sheaskedwalkinginthekitchen

Me:yasure"IliedshehadthatlookthatsaidI

knowyou

Her:letmetellyousomethingmybaby,whenme



andyourfathergotmarriedwealreadyhad

problems,myfamilydisownedmeandifthatwas

notworseImarriedtoabigfamilythatdidnotlike

meatall,Iwasonly16years whenImarriedhim

andIwasstuckwithhimbecauseIhadnohomeor

familyanymoretogetbackto,lifewastoughIwas

youngandpregnantIwasQueenandtoyoungto

haveavoiceIwasbulliedandmistreated,

HowIthoughtIcouldn’ttakeitanymoreIwantedto

runaway...SoIdidthatwhenThandiwasbornI

ranawayandhefoundme,buthechangedhewas

angryandhatedthatIhumiliatedhim,byleaving

behindhisbabythatstillneededbreastfeeding,

.HowafraidIwaswhenwecouldn’ttalkwehadto

writelettersltooneanotherbecausewecouldn’tdo

aface-to-face,

Iwasterrifiedofthefuture.Butyourfatherstoodby

meandmademethewomenIamtoday,



ThereasonI'msharingthiswithyouisbecauseWe

allhavechallenges,nomatterhowlongwehave

beenmarriedbutdifficultiescanbeespecially

overwhelmingintheearlyyearsandmonthsof

married,butwhateveryouarefacingtoday,

rememberthattheseinsurmountablechallenges,

thesenewlywedproblemswhichthreatentotake

yououtcanbecomethethingsthatmakeyou

stronger.Thedilemmasthatcuttoyourverycore,

whenyoufinallyworkthroughthem,canbecomea

testimonyandfoundationonwhichyourmarriage

canstand

Me:Thanksmom"

Him:talktohim...Bepersistenceevenwhenhe

shutyououttalktohim,amadodaaneprideSbahle

especiallytheoneinpower.."



Koko:oohmntanamiyouhavebeenslavinginthis

kitchenforhoursnow,pleasecomeseatdown"

Me:itsOKkoko...I'mjustgoingtodishupfor

Babaandtakehisfoodtohim"

Koko:ukuphi?"

Me:I'llcomebackwithhimkokodon'tworry

yourself"

TheywalkedoutofthekitchenidishedupforMvelo

andputhisfoodinbasket,ItookmycarKeyesooh

mycarhowImissedit

"Ndlonkuluwelcomebackhome"

Iturnedaroundafterplacingthefoodonthe



passengerseat

Me:mama"

Ihuggedher,Ilovethiswomenshegotthat"thing

"aboutherthatIjustadmire

Makhumalo:whendidyouarrive?"

Me:today...Thisafternoon"

Shetouchedmyface"thankyouforrebuildingthe

Mngunihouse.."

Ismiledandlookeddown,kokosaidthataswell

anduncleMzamosoIguessitsthingaroundhere

Her;sorryIcouldn'tcometoyourwedding"



Me:itwasasurprisemamanamiIdidn'tknowI

wasgettingmarriedtillthatnight"

Her:mmmmyouhavenicelifeproblems"

Welaughed

Me:mamawhenlastyouspoketoMvelo"

Her:hisignoringmycallsI'mgladyouforcedhimto

comehome"

Me:itwasnoteasy"

Her:weneedtotalkmeandyouafterallthis,how

longareyougoingtobehere"



Me:maybeadayortwo...Hereallydoesnotwant

tobehere"

Shesquintedhereyesandgavemethatlookthat

sheispickingupsomething

Her:gogetyourhusbandNow!;...Ineedtoseehim

now!!..."

Hervoicewasbigboldlikemalesvoiceoohshootit

SomdalaMvelo'sgrategranfatherheisnowtaking

overMakhumalobody...Ikneeleddownand

clappedtwice..."Ndlondlongizowenzanjalo"he

growledandspokeintonguesandwalkedaway,I

stoodupanddustedmykneesyoothisfamilygot

dramafordaysnowhowamIgoingtoconvince

Mvelo.

Idrovetohismancavehewasonacouchwith

musicplayingsoloudandcansofbeeronthetable,



Iswitchedtheradiooff,helookedupandwas

meetbymyeyes

Me:Ibroughtyoufood"

Him:I'mnothungry"

Ididnotcarebutgavehimhisplateafter

unwrappingit,

Him:youcooked"

Inodded,hesetupstraightandsmiled,tookhis

foodanddugin,Ilookedathim,watchinghimeat,

withinminutehehascleaneduphisplate,

Him:istheresomemore"



Me;itsinthehousewecangoandIwilldishupfor

you"

Hesetbackandlookedatme,Iswallowedhard

Me:Makhumaloaskedtoseeyou"

Ilookeddownbecausehiseyeswereburningmy

soulnow

Him:whatareyouuptoMabhengu"

Me:canwegoplease..."

Him:Why?"

Me:Mvelo...Ngiyakucela"



Heshookhisheadandturnedthemusicbackup,

nowwhat?

.

.
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Mvelo***

Ilookedatherashereyesstartedtoformtears...

SheknowthisismyweaknessandrightnowI'm

fallingintohertrap,Imadehercryonceandfelt

likethelowestlifeformintheuniverseIpromised

myselfthatneverwanttoseehercryagain

becauseofsomethingthatI'vedone.

"Sthandwasamiwhat'swrong"Icrouchinginfront

herrubbingherback

Her:I'mtryingMveloGodknowsimtryingsohard

butyounotlettingmein.."

Me:I'msorrySbahleIcannotkeepdoingthiswith

myfamily,youjustdon'tunderstand"



Her:makemeunderstandbecauserightnowIjust

seeyousinkingintotheunknown..."

YouknowwhenSbahlestartCryingduringan

argumentormisunderstanding,its

justfeelssofuckingunfair,SheknowsthatIcan't

keepbeingangrywithherwhenshecrieswithout

lookinglikeamonster.It'showshewinsevery

singletime

Me:ngiyaxolisa...Pleasestopcryingandlet'stalk

aboutthis"

Her:youdon'twanttolistentomeMveloyou

neverdo!"

OKcansomebodytellmewhathaveIdonenow?



forgoodnesssakeI'mtryingmylevelbesttofixthis

problemofmeunabletoholdherandsheseefitto

dragmetotheverysameplaceIdon'twanttobein,

I'mcursedbecauseofmyfamily,IhurtSbahle

becauseofthisbloodinsideofme,soshootmeI'm

pissedmadthatandI'mangrythatI'mstuckinthis

trauma,relivingiteverydayshouldIbespeakingto

someoneofcauseyes,butasamenineedtobe

strongformyfamily,thereisnomeonthis

equationtotakecareoff,itsmyfamily,my

childrenoohGodmyunbornbabymybeautifulwife

,mycalling,mycompany,mykingdom....AndI

askforonethingonethingtoconsummatemylove

withmywifeinthemostromanticwayseverbut

thatwastakenfrommeaswell,Itakecareoff

everyoneandI'mdisregarded.

Her:youpromisedyouwilldothisforme...You

promised"IbreathoutloudlordknowsIcan'tsay

notohernever



Me:anythingforyoumylove...Justnameit"

IstillthinksheisoverreactingandthinkingthatI

needfixing,IjustthinkmaybeIneedadestruction,

workandalotofworkouttojustexhaustmybody

tohavepeacefulsleep...cominghereisthelast

thingIneedsinceIfeelIhavelostsomuch

becauseofthisfamilyandmyancestors.

Her:iknowyouareAssumingthere'snothing

wrong,butIknowyouandIcantellthereis"she

holdingmyfaceshecanreadme,shecanfeelmy

deepestemotions,

I'mexhaustedandgoingbackandfourthwithher

willmakehercryevenmoresoI'mdebatingnowon

'HowcanIfixthisandmakethingsbetterforher

sake,andI'mwonderingonwhyMakhumalowants

toseeme'OhGod,whatisitthistime,?



Me:SbahleIagreetoeverythingyousaytome

mosttimesnotbecauseyourightbutbecauseI

hateseeingyoucrywhatI'mabouttodoI'mdoingit

againstmywillbecauseofyou"

Shewipedhertearsandlookedatme,

Ilookatthisbeautifulsoulinfrontofme,Ican

fuckupfordaysbutshewillnevergiveuponme,

shealwaysseetheMeninmethatIsometimescan

notrecognize.

Shehuggedmeandthatalonefeltsogooditfelt

likehome,Ilovehersomuch

Imadeapromisetothiswomanisworetoloveand

cherishher.Rightnowidisagreewithwhatshe

plantodobutArgumentsandfightscanveryeasily

beoneofthemostbeneficialpartsofastrong

relationship,especiallyifoneorbothofushadbeen



refrainingfromsayingsomethingthatneededtobe

said.Afightoradisagreementcanbringoutthe

truth,eventhoughitmaystingabitbutthatwillhurt

hersoInodandtellher

"OKbabywemaygoseeMakhumalo"

Iletgoofherandlookedathersparklinglittleeyes

Her:thankyou"

"westillneedtotalkaboutthis,youmaking

decisionwithoutrunningitpassme"itellher,I'm

drivingandSbahleisseatingwithherbackonthe

dashbordofthecar,herlegsonherseatandshe

lookingatme,itsanawkwardpositiontositinbut

Sbahleneverdoesanythingnormal

Her:yousaidyoudonetalkingtome'



Me:Iwastiredlastnight"

Her:IhatefeelinglikeI'mnaggingyou"

Ishootmyeyesather

Me:doImakeyoufeellikethat?"

ThiswasnewtomehaveIevergaveherareason

nottobeopenwithme,sheplayswithhernails

andshrunkhershoulders

Me:westilltalking"

Isayshoutingabit,shehashermomentsofbeing

thestrongwisewomen,smartandwittybut

sometimesshejustactlikeateenyouknowher



agelikerightnow.

Her:Ifeellikeyoudon'tlistentome"

Iparkedthecarandlookather,shelookedhotin

hermakotidressandmatchingheadscarf

Me:youmypartnerSbahleandtheredayswhenI

willseekanswersfromtheworldbutgetnone,God

gavemeyou,youwillbemyadvisor...myeyes

whenIcan'tsee,earswhenIcan'thear...Babyyou

myvoicewhenIcan'tspeak...Everythingyousay

toMeneverfallsondeafears...Pleasedon'tgive

uponmeMabhenguIneedyoumorethanyou

know"

Her:I'msorry"

Me:don'tbewetalkingandIlikewhatweachieved



rightnow"

ShesmiledandkissedmeitsfunnyhowI'mableto

hugandkisshertodayandfeelconnectedtoher

withoutbadmemoriestriggeredandspoilingthe

moment.

.

.

Sbahle***

Afterthehearttoheartwehadandthe

KisswesharedIcansaythatcomingherewasnot

abadideaAfterall,itsstillearlydaystocelebrate

andsayIhavewinhimoverbutIhavehope,Iletgo



ofhishandtheminutewewalkinthehouse

Me:I'llbeupstairs"

Heheldmyhandagain

Him:wedoingthistogether"

Wowthatafirst,Ineversetinanyofthismeeting

hehaswithhisfamilyIdon'tknowwhattoexpected

soI'mnervousasfuck,

Koko:thankyouNdlonkulu..."

InoddedasMvelopulledmetoseatnexttohim,

Mvelo:sawbonakoko"



Koko:Ngonyama"

Shelookedatmeandclearedherthroat

MakhumalowalkedinandgreetedMvelo

Makhumalo:Ihavebeencalling"

Mvelo:wasspendingtimewithmywife"

Makhumalo:itwasimportant"

Mvelo:soisspendingtimewithmywife"

ThiswasawkwardnowIhatehistoneitsoundeda

bitdisrespectful



Makhumalo:Isee...Itsgoodtoknow,sowhatthis

Ihearthatyounolongerwanttohaveaspiritual

connectionwithyourancestors?"

Him:alothappened"

Koko:Itoldyouitwill..."Shelooksatmeand

Mvelotheyhaveaconversationswiththereeyes,

sheclearedherthroatagainOKwhatwasthat?

whatdidImiss?

Koko:MveloLifethrowschallengesandevery

challengecomeswithrainbows...butifyougoing

tobestarkonthechallengeyouhadyouwillnever

seetherainbow"

Mvelo:challengeyousay?"helaughed,



makhumalo:Ibelieveitsafigureofspeechandyou

knowwhatwetalkingabout"

Yoomamaispissedandsheisreadytokill

Mvelo:didyougotroughit?...Didyouevercame

facetofacewithabeast...Ohwhatyoucallita

challenge?"

Kokolookeddown,

Me:Mvelo..."Iwhisperedinhisear,Ihatehowhis

addressinghiselders

Mvelo:nobabyletmefinish"

Isighandtriedtoletgoofhishandbuthehold

mineeventighter



Mvelo:kokoletmetellyouthisshehas."hewas

referringtome

Mvelo:andIhaveandeverydayofmylifeI'm

relivethatdaywhichsupposetobethebestnightin

ourmarriageturningouttobethenightmare"

Me:Mvelo"heheldmyhandtightertellingmeto

zipitIdidjustthatandlookeddown

Mvelo:shecouldnotwalkforfourday...Fourday,

shewasbruisedupandallbecausewefollowing

instructionofourancestorsdisregardinghowwe

feel"

Makhumalo:yougotamarkofthegratewhitelion,

whatmakesyouthinkyourlifewillbenormal?"



Mvelo:that?"

Makhumalo:hayiwenaI'mtalkingnowandyouwill

listen,angikhathalelithatyounowlookatyourself

andthinkyouareamen,justbecauseyouare

marriedoryourunningamultimillinercompany

whenItalkyouwilllistenyangizwa"

Him:yesmam"

Helookeddownwowtableturnveryfastinthis

house,ThelevelofrespectMvelohasformamais

mindblowing

Makhumalo:younotnormalyouneverwasand

neverwillbe,Sbahleischosenforyouandyou

havenorighttothinkforhershehasherownhead

tomakeherdecisionforherself,youknowwhy

youstuckinthatpitwholeyoucallnightmares

becauseyouhateitwhenthingsdonotgoyourway



,youlookingforsomeonetoblamerightnowbut

youknowverywellthatyouhadnocontrolofthis

situation"

Mvelo:.....

Makhumalo:MabhenguisyourwifeandIknowas

womenthatIwouldn'twantmyfirsttimetobelike

thateither,butsheamotherofthelionnever

underestimatehowstrongsheis,yourloveforher

iscloudingyoutoseewhatandwhoshereallyis

andpowershehas..."

TheroomwasquiteoohGodIwanttogrowupand

bejustlikeher,IthinkIfoundmyrolemodel

Makhumalo:Themostpreciouslightistheonethat

visitsyouinyourdarkesthaven'tItaughtyouthat

overtheyears?"



Mvelo:.....

Makhumalo:YoutheprinceoflightMveloorhave

youforgottenaboutthatalso?youlettingyour

guarddownbecauseoffeelings?sonowwe

questioningthewayofourfourfather's?Andtrow

inthetowelbecausewhat?sex!thatdidnotgo

yourway?"

Me:wow..."Isaidsoftly

Makhumalo:areyouforgettingwhatthatnightwas

meantforthatyousuddenlyhavenightmareabout?

whatithasdoneinthisfamily.?...Whyyouso

selfishMvelo...Whyyouactinglikeaspoiledbrat...

YouhavetherestofyourlifewithSbahletogiveher

thebestbedroomprayerofherlife...Youcrying

overspilledmilkthatisyettobenefitthefutureof

thiskingdom!!"



ShebreathoutloudandsetdownIdidnotevensee

thatshewasstandingup

Makhumalo:Mvelomtanamiyoudon’thavethe

luxuryoffallin’apart,forsomeoneelsetopickyou

up,youarecrownedkingandthisbehaviorisnot

acceptable.."

Hestartedbreathingupheavilyiaranmythumbs

onhishand,MakhumalowasAlsomad,tensions

werehighkokowaslookingdownandIwasjust

lost,Ifeelsorryformymannowheisreceivingthe

thundernowthehardway...

Makhumalo:Igetyouupset,youangrybutWeall

havethornsinourflesh.Allofus.Loveiswhenwe

stayandhelpsomeonepluckouttheirthornsone-

by-oneandtheydothesameforus.Loveisalso

whenwepluckthethornsoutofourownflesh,one-

by-one.Buttoday,theworldteachesusthatwe

shouldn’tevenseethosethorns,thatweshould



onlyseethepetals.Asaresult,wedon’tknowhow

toloveourselvesandwedon’tknowhowtolove

others.Staywiththedarkness,andbringthat

darknessintothelight.It’sthere,lookatit.Stop

runningawayfromit...Andblockingitbutfaceit"

Mvelolookedather

Makhumalo:theyshowedmeyourdreamsandI'm

sorryyougothroughthateverynight,MveloIhave

toldyousomanytimesthatthescenarioswe

experienceinoursleephaveaparticular

meaning,andifweunderstandwhatourdreams

meanwehavethepowertorespondtothe

messageswereceiveinthem.Andifwedon'twe

seethemasnightmaresanddarknessfomentingus

inthenight..."

Mvelo:sowhatdoesitreallymean"



Makhumalo:Ididnottrainyoutobeapowerful

seertorelayonmeforanswersconnectwith

izidalwazakhoandyouwillseeandfindthe

answers"

Mvelo:thatwillbeimpossible"

Koko;ngobani?...Youhaveacallingmveloyou

don'tjustsayIquitewhenyou'refeedupyoupush

troughit...Whenlastdidyoupray?,liteimpepho?

Orizibani?Andwhenlastdidyouhavevision?"

Helookeddown

Koko:abadalabanesikhweleMveloyouneedto

findbalanceineverythingyoudo,lovelife,work

andyourcalling..."

Mvelonodded



Makhumalo:Dreamsplayapivotalrolewhenyou're

workingonenhancingandheighteningyour

spirituality.Youshouldhavebeenabletodecipher

yourowndreambynow,Understandingyour

dreamswillalways,withoutfail,giveguidanceasto

whatishappeninginyourlifeandwhattowatch

outfor."

Mvelonodded

Koko:thankyouagainNdlonkuluforbringing

MvelohomeshesaidthatafterMveloandmama

steppedout,

Me:Ijustwanthimtogetbetter"

Koko:hewillheneededtostepinthisgroundto

realiseandfindhimself...,



thankyouagain..."shewalkedoutoftheroom

leavingmewithmillionthoughts,Itwasmyfirst

seatdowninaMngunimeetingandwowIfeellikeI

stillhavealongwaytounderstandthisfamilyAnd

thereancestorsandthereway.

.

.

.
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Sbahle****



IwokeupinthemiddleofthenightwithMvelonot

bymysideeversincethatmeetinghehasbeen

quite,Isawhimstandingbythebalconyand

lookingoutside,hewaswearinghislongPJpants

withnotop,Imademywaytohimandhuggedhim

frombehindrestingmyheadonhisback

Him:whatareyoudoingup?"

Me:whyyounotsleeping?Isitthedreams?"

Him:no...Ijustcouldnotsleep"

Me:areyouOK?"

Him:Idon'tknow"



Me:doyouwanttotalkaboutit?"

Him:theonlythingthatmakesensetomyliferight

nowisyou..."Heturnedaroundandhuggedme

andkissedmyfourhead

Me:I'msorryIwentbehindyourbackandtalkedto

yourfamilyaboutourproblems"

Him:Iwasnotmakingitanyeasyforyousoits

cool"

Me:thereislotIdon'tunderstandaboutyou'relife

youcultureandyourcalling"

Him:I'mnoexpectalsothatwhyIhaveeldersto

helpme"



Me:I'mmarriedtoyouMvelobutIfeellikea

strangerwhenitcomestotheMnguniancestral

beliefs"

Hesigh

Him:whatdoyouwanttoknow?"

IlookedupathimandIwasmeetbyhiswormeyes

Me:everything"

Him:I'llspeaktokoko"

Ipoppedmyeyes...No

Him:what?"



Me:Idon'tthinkshewillagree..."

"whydoyousaythat?"Heaskedwithafrowb

Me:Idon'tknowMvelokokoisagoodwomenI

knowandmomspeakspraiseaboutherbutwenot

thatclose...Weleaveinthesameroombutwe

hadlysaymorethen10wordstoeachother"

Him:thatnewtome"

Me:don'tgetmewrongI'mnotsayingthisasina

wrongorbadway...Andpleasedon'ttalktoher

aboutthis"

Him:Sbahle"



Me:NgiyakucelaMvelo..."

ThelastthingIneedistohavebedbloodwithhis

grandmother,shetoleratesmeasMvelowifeand

I'mGoodwiththat"

Me:wegoingtUKsoonandIwashopingyouwill

educatemeaboutyourfamilyhistory"

Him:Idon'tknowifiwill,Ijustfeelemotional

detachedtomyspiritualcallingandbeingaMnguni

isnotsomethingIfeelproudtobe"

heletgooffmeandranhishandsonhisface

Me:whendidthisstart"

Helookedatmewithraisedeyebrow,Mvelois



nothingwithouthiscallingitshim itswhoMvelois

Me:talktomebabe"

Him:ithappenedaftertheSlithing"

Idroppedmymouthopen

Me:Mvelothat'slikeayearago"

Him:Iknow..."

Me:whatcausedit?"

heshookhisheadasifhissayinghedoesn'tknow

Me:Yourspiritualdisconnectbeginsatthecoreof



yourselfitsjustdoeshappenedovernightit

somethingthathasbeengoingonbutyouwerenot

payingattentiontoit,thenitstartedtogrowup

throughthemind,andthenbranchesoutthrough

thesoul.Ifyoucannotfeelinabodybuiltforfeeling,

thenthatisaclearsignthatsomethingiswrong..."

Him:Ijustdon'tknowsbahle"

Me:Ithinkyouallowedittobelikethat..."

Hedidnotanswerorlookedatme

Me:Pam'slastwordstomereallychangeMeor

mademeseethingsinanotherprospective"

Heturnedaroundandlookedatme



Me:shetoldmethatIneedtoteachhisfamily

aboutpowerofprayerandbelievinginGod,Ishook

myheadandtoldherthatIdon'tbelieveinGod,I

don'thavemuchfaithinhim,shelaughedatme

andtoldmethat"youdoyoujustneedtotakethat

steptogoclosetohimandhewillmeetyouhalf

way"

Ilaughedshakingmyhead"sowhatyougoing

troughrightnowIknowitandI'vebeenthere

I’veheardthesesamewordscomeoutofmymouth:

“Iwanttofeelmoreconnected…youknow…ona

spirituallevel'Maybeyou’vesaidthem,too,asyou

expressyourdesiretofeelastrongconnectionwith

yourancestors,isithunywasakhoandyourspiritual

sidebutyouknowReligioustraditionsoftenteach

thatweneedtostrivetofindthatconnection

because,asmeremortals,wedon’tnaturallyhaveit.

Wehavetoworkatit…cleave,pray,meditate

uphahleperformcommandments,andmore.



I’mheretotellyouthatit’snottrue.Youaren’t

disconnected,andneitheramI.Weneverhavebeen

andneverwillbe.Wearealwaysconnectedtoany

spiritualbeingevenifwedon’tfeelconnectedjust

takethatstepforwardandtheywillmeetyouhalf

way"

Hesighandlookedahead

Him:“Idon’tfeelthat,maybeIwanttofeel

it…maybedon't"

Iheldhishand

Me:“Butyouknowthatyouareconnected,right?”I

heldhishand

Him:“Yes,Iknowitintellectually,butIjustdon’tfeel



it."

Me:youblockingitYoudohaveaccesstoitbutyou

blockingit"

Helookedatmeandnodded

Me:why?"_Itcameoutasawhisper

Him:IjustwanttobenormalHle-hle,Iwanttotake

mycompanytograterheights,Iwanttoloveyou

andgiveyouthebestthingsinlife,Iwanttosee

mychildrengrowandbethereforthem...Iwantto

beaman,ahusbandafatherwithouthavinga

responsibilitytosaveeveryoneelse..."_

Me:Mvelo?"



Him:weleavingtomorrow,let'sgetsomesleep"

Me:itdoesnotworklikethatSthandwasami.."

Him:Iloveyouandmylifestartandendswithyou

isthathardtoaskfor...TobewithawomenIlove

tocreatesmemoriesandtobesuccessfulbusiness

menandgreatfathertomykids"

Iwasabouttoanswerhimandhepulledmetohim

andattackedmewithakiss,itwasfullofemotions

andheleftmebreathless

Him:let'sgotosleep.."I'mmoreworriednow

abouthim butwhattodo?Ican'tkeepdefyinghim

onthechooseshehasmadeforhislife,hecuddle

meandplacedhishandsonmytummyrubbing

slowlyhedoesthatthisdayIfinditeasytosleep

whenhedoesthat.



Morningcameandhewasstillholdingmesotight,

Ifelthimpokingmeandthatafeelinghaven'thad

inalongtime

Him:hle-hle"IsmiledtomyselfIloveitwhenhe

calledmethat

Me:mmmmmorning"

Iturnedandlookedathimhewasdressedand

lookedfreshreallyMvelourg!Ifrowned

Me:whendidyouwakeupandwhyareyou

dressedup?"helaughedandkissedmeandI

pushedhimoffmeIhadtobrushmyteethand

rinsemyface

Him:I'mreadytotalk"hestoodbythebathroom

doorwithhisarmsfolded



Ilookedupathimandfrowned

Me:talk?"

Hebreathoutloud"ourfirstnighttogether"

Iopenedmymouthandcloseditagain

Me:wenotdoingthisnowMvelo"

Him:isthereatimeframefortalkslikethis?"

Me:don'tbecockywithmeMnguni"

Him:yousaidwedon'ttalkandIdon'tlisten...

KantiSbahleufunani"



Ipushedhimtomakewayoutofthebathroom,I'm

nothavingthistalkwithhimrightnow...I'mnot

readyanditstoearlymanjeyenahejustwakesup

andsayhewanttotalknowarninginadvanceand

hisdressedupandhefuckebarosemewithhis

dickpokingmeandnowthis...

Hepulledmyhand,hesetonourbedandmademe

sitonhislap

Him:IknowyouknowthestruggleIwenttrough

afterthatnightI'mnotsayingitwillstopnowsinceI

havespokentoMamabutinhopingtotakeitone

dayattimetillIgetthere"

Me:youwillIbelieveinyou"

Hekissedmyshoulder



Him:wenaunjani?"

Me:Idon'tunderstand...Whatdoyoumean?"

Him:Sbahleyouwereonthereceivingendofallof

this,beingthewomenyouareIknowyourather

puteverythingundercarpetandmovepastfromit"

Me:I'mfineIreallyam...Itswaterunderthebridge

andwhywehavingthistalkrightnow?

Heshookhishead

Him:IloveyoubutImustnotforgetthefactthat

youareyoungandtraumaticexperiencehasways

ofresurfacingwhenyouleastexpectit,sotalkto

me...Howdoyoufeelorhowdidyoufeelaboutour

firstnighttogether"



Me:Ican't...Notnowplease..."

Him:Ihatethatyoucarrybothmyweightand

yoursletmeoffloudsomeplease"

Mvelodoesn'tunderstandthatsometimesourpain

comesfromaplacesoscarythatwedon’twantto

sayitoutloud,talkaboutit,orevenadmitit’strueto

ourselves.Wefeelsaferavoidingourfeelings

becauseitshieldsusfrompainallI'mabletodo

wastocarryMvelopainIignoredmine,itdoesnot

matteranywaywatfeltwhatIwenttroughit

happenedandIdon'twanttothinkaboutit,Ihad

tobedoneandIdon'tknowwhymustwegoback

tothatplace,thatnight,thatdayno!Ican't,Idon't

wanttoseeMvelothatwayno!IrefuseI'llbeOKI'll

befine

Me:Mvelopleasecanwemovepastthis"



Heshookhishead

Him:therewillbetimewhenIwillbecomfortable

enoughtowanttotouchyoutomakelovetoyou

andIknowSbahlethatwon'tbeeasyforyou,you

willputonabravefacetopleasemehurting

yourselfevenmore"

Me:willcrossthatbridgewhenwegettoit,"Itried

standingupbutheheldmeclose

Him:Iwanttobehereforyou...BeforeIloseyou

toburiedemotionalpain"

Ilookeddownanddidn'tknowwhattosaythisright

hereIdon'tknowwhattosayordohebreathout

loudheplacedhisheadonmyshoulderswhenhe

noticedthatI'mnottalking



Him:Idon’tknowwhatyou’vebeenthroughandI

don’tknowwhoyouhavetoturnto,butifyou’ve

beenholdingyourpaininsideIwouldencourage

youtotakethefirststepandsayitoutloud.

Regardlessofwhereyourpaincomesfrom,your

experiencesandfeelingsmatter.Sosayit…when

you’reready…waittillnooneisaroundandtellitto

theskyifyouhaveto,butsayit.Acknowledging

themagnitudeofyourpainisanimportantfirststep

infumblingyourwaytowardshealing."

Hekissedmycheek

IwasquiteIdidnotknowwhattosaysoImademy

waytothebathroomandtookfewdipbreathbefore

steppingtoashower

Ifoundhimpacingaroundtheroomhewas

speakingbusinesslanguagethatIdidnothearthe



bedwasmadeandmyclotheslaidoutonthebad

"holdonabit"hesaidtothecaller

Him:hay"hecalledmewhileIwasapplyinglotion

onmybody

Him:whatwiththatface?"

Ifrownedandlookedathim,hemadehiswayto

me

Him:areyouOK?"hekissedmylips

Me:I'mfine.."Isaiddismissinghim

I'mkindadownIdon'tknowwhybutI'mjustinno

moodtotalkafterthatmouthfulexchangeofwords



thatjusthappenijustneedspacefromhimand

eveyoneelse

,hecontinuewithhiscallwithaworrylook,being

aMnguniwifemeansIneedtowearthismodern

Africanprintdresseswithmatchingdoekurg!

Imademywaydownstairsandstoponmytracks

whenIheardmymothersvoice

"shemydaughterItaughtherwell,whyyou

doubtingherabilityyoubeNdlovukazi"

Koko:sheyoungshestillneedtolearn"

Mom:Imarriedyoung,youngerthenherandI

spendmydaysinroyalhousewithQueenmother

whotaughtmeeverythingaboutbeingaBhengu

Queen"



Koko:Nontombiwedothingsdifferentlyinthis

house"

Mom:youdothingsdifferently,mysonisarranged

totakeawifeandIalreadyhaveascheduleonhow

I'mgoingtoteachhertheropesofourkingdom...

WegoingtodieNomacaweandleavethischildren

withthislegacyhowtheygoingtoleadifweasas

eldersaredeprivingthenofthat"

Koko'I'llspeaktoher"

Mom:don'tspeaktoherShowherhowtoleadin

thishousesheistheQueen...Beforeshewifeor

motheroflionsandlionesssheneedtoknowher

powersandhowtoruleshehascometoagenow"

Theroomwentsilent,Imademywaydownstairs

andfoundthetwoQueenslookingateachother,



momsmiledwhenshesawme

Mom:ulalatillthistimenowSbahle"

Me:Ihadalatenight...Sawbonamakasbahle"I

wenttoherandhuggedher,kissinghercheek,I

turnedandlookedatKokoandgreetedherbowing

mykneesandheadabit

ShehardlytalkstomesoIknewshewasjustgoing

tonod,

Mom;IcametosayGood-byweheadingback

homenow"

Me:ooh"Ifeltabitsad

Her:pleasewalkmeout"



ShesaidGoodbyetokokoandIwalkedherout,we

stoodbyhercar

Mom:howwasyournightbackhome?"

Me:itwasOKmom"

Her:MnguniTreatingyouwell?"

Inodded

Her:IheadyougoingtotheUKtonight"

Inodded"Mvelo'slifeandworkisthatside"

Her:andyourlife?"



Me:Igowheremyhusbandgomom"

Ilookeddown

Her:youQueenbeforeyouwifeoramothertohis

children,uyezwa...Youneedtoruleandknowyour

rankinthiskingdom...SpeakoutSbahleInever

raisedyoutobethissilent"

Ilookeddown

Her:don'trepeatthemistakeImadelisteningto

yourin-lawsevenwhenyoudon'tseefitoragree

withwhattheysay,don'tletthemRobyouofwho

youareandhowpowerfulyouwillbe,youhold

greatpowerSbahleandonedayyouwillbetested

sostartseekinganswerswithinyou"



Inoddedasshehugme"youareGoddessmychild

andmorepowerfulthanthatwomenthatsitting

proudlyonyourseat...Claimandtakewhatyour

uyezwa"shewhisperedinmyear

Me:yebomakasbahle"

Shekissedmycheekandgotinhercarandwaved

goodbyeasherdriverdroveoff.

.

.

Amouthandfewweekslater...tobecontinued
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Mvelo***

LeavinghomewasbittersweatbutIhadtogo,

Makhumalogavemehollywatertousetodrinkand

bathwithshesaidthatIneedtoatleastprayand

meditate,Iwasnotplanningondoingthatbut

havingawifelikeSbahleyoh...Iendupdoingthing

IneverthoughtIwilleverdo,shehatesUKbutat

leastshelovesherhouse,Iboughtheranewhouse

awayfromthecityandclosetocountrysideclose

tothelake...Shewantsmansionthatshehatethe

citylifeitstoonoisyandchaoticshelovesthe

countryside,shespendmostofhertimewithZee

andinherartgalleryyesthereisroominthehouse

thatImadeitherescapeplace,

IhaveseenthedrawingsthatMlondishippedthis

sideandImustsaytherearebeautifulandI'm

thinkingofinvestingonherartsoshemay

showcaseherwork.



WorkishecticonmyandIhardlygettimetospend

holdingmywife,wellitsgoodtosaythatthe

nightmaresaregoneafterIdrankMakhumaloholly

waterI'mslowlystartingtorestorethatfeelingof

havinganintimatemomentwithmywifebutI'mtoo

busyandforevertiredtoevengetitup.

SincesherefusedtospeaktomeaboutherordealI

decidedthatsheneedseesomeoneanddamndid

wefightaboutthatbutIwasn'tbackingdownIneed

hertobeOKbecauseIreallywanttotapthatnow

andIcan'trelayon"I'mfine"thatshekeeps

shovingdownmythroatdamnmarriedlifeisjust

toomuch.

Isteppedintheofficeeveryonestartedclapping

therehands

"whatgoingon?"Iaskedclearlyshocked



"youdiditagain..."thatoneofthejuniorattorneys,

myunclemademywaytome

Me:whatgoingon?"

Him:youwinthemtoomuchyoujustdon'tkeep

tracknow"

Me:oohshootthecase...Yah"

Iturnedandlookedateveryone

Me:settledownandlet'sgetbacktowork.."

Mzamochuckled,"yougotthisundercontrolwhy

youstillstringingmealongfor"



Me:oohcomeonIwouldn'thavedonethiswithout

you"

Itookacanofsodainthebarfridgeweinmy

officenow

Him:youhaveanythingstronger"

Me:nopbutyoucanfinditdowntheroad..."

Him:Sbahle?"

Ibreathoutloud"shegotmebytheballs"

Him:I'mgladIain'tmarried"webustoutand

laughed

Him:sohowdidshetakethenews"



Iranmyhandsonmyhair

"youhaven'ttoldher,?"

Me:I'mtrying..."

Him:yousaidthatfewweeksback,wereyounot

planningsontellingheronherbirthday"

Me:shewassohappyandexcitedofhersurprise

birthdaythatIdidforhershelovedeverythingI

wasnotgoingcomeandsaytoheroohhappy

birthdaymyloveandbythewaywepregnant"

Him:shegoingtokillyouwhenshefindsout"

Me:Iknowandworsepartsheisgettingthis



morningsicknessandpukesalot,Ihadtochange

myshowergetbecauseis'smellsfunny'toher

now"

Hewaslaughinghislungsout,whileIwas

panickingitsohardkeepingthisfromher,notthatI

don'twanttotellherbutwhatwillshefeelaboutit..

PregnancyisaprofoundeventAsshecarriesa

childinherwomb,herbodydrasticallychangesshe

hadbreastnowandgettingabitwideronhipsfuck

sheissosexysheisnow6weekspregnantyes

FAMIkeepacalendarthathowI'msecretly

involvedinthispregnancy,sheisslowlygainwait

sheatthestagewheresheisexperiencingmorning

sicknessabitofmoodswings,andweirdcravings

Certainsmellsmightmakeherawretch.Itisa

beautifultimeformeandI'menjoyingeverydayofit

,

Butitisalsoatimethatcomeswithalotofself-

consciousnessandfrustration.Thereisalotof



thingsIhavenotfiguredoutanditsscaremetoa

core,iknow

It’sessentialforsoon-to-befatherstoprovide

support.Butwhatkindofsupportisbest?What’s

therightthingtosay?Eventhemostwell-meaning

ofhusbandsstruggle,BanziwasnohelpwhenI

askedhimhesaid

"justtakeitonedayattimeanddon'tcallherfat,"

Bonganisaid"fuckyourboyscanswimyouhad

sexwithheronceandsheispregnant"_yousee

thefriendsIkeepareuselesssometimes,myuncle

leftfewhoursback,

"ifshefindsoutonherownshewillkillyoutellher

tonight!"DrivingbackhomeIgotherflowers,I'm

tryingtocomemynervesbutfuckI'mNevers,I

foundZeewatchingcartoons



Me:princess"

Shejumpedupandhuggedme,Iplugaroseonher

hair

"thisisforyouprincess"

Her:thankyoumykingyoursokind"

Ikissedhercheek,"whereisyourQueen?"

Her:inherroomsheisnotfeelingwelldaddy"

Me:letmegocheckuponherOK"

Shenodded,whenIgotinourbedroomIheard



soundofhervomitinginthebathroom

Me:Hle-hle"

Her:goaway!"

IstartedrubbingmyhandstogetherImfuckedlike

reallyfucked

.

.

Sbahle***

Ihatethisplaceitscolditrainsallthetimeand

peoplearoundherespeakfunnyEnglish,Ilovemy

housethoughitwow,bigandsoelegant,Mvelo



saidthatIwasnotgoingtoleavewithhiminthe

bachelorpadsoheboughtanewhouseandIloveit

.Mvelowentbacktoworkwhenwearrivedinthe

UK

Andfuckdoesheworktomuchhespend10hrsin

theofficeandanother3hrsinhisstudywhenhe

getsback,ImisshimsomuchandIwishwecould

trytobeintimatebutyoothereisalittlethatgoing

onwhenittimetogotobed.

SinceIrefusedtospeaktohimaboutourfirstnight

thiscrazymansignedmeuptoseeashrink,

bloodyhellIstillthinkitsawaistofmoneybutat

leastIhaveapersonthatIcouldoffloudto,butI

mustdidnotagreetoitlayingdownItoldhimthatI

willseehisDrfriendifhestartusingMamawaterto

connectwithhisancestors,hewasnothappybut

looksfairthatI'mdoingwhathewantsandhis

doingwhatIwantsowewentonwithit.



Thefirsttwoweekswhenwegotherehewasbusy

withfastingandconnectingwithhisancestors,we

sleptindifferentroomhehasasecreteroominthe

housewherehedoeshisthing,andwhenthatwas

overhewasjusttoobusywithworkandworkand

morework...ItssofrustratingthatIleaveinthe

samehousewiththismanbuthardlyspendtime

withhim

OnaflipsidethatgavemetimetoconnectwithZee

andGodIlovethatbabyshesweetandadorable

andshekeepsmesobusythatIevenforgetthat

mybedroomiscold,Zeeisthebeststepdaughter

anywomencouldaskforshelookedtoomuchlike

herfathernowandtalkswaytoomuchherIQlevel

isonsteroidsher6thbirthdayiscomingupandI'm

organizingabirthdaypartyyapthatwilljustkeep

mymindofthings.

Speakingaboutbirthdaypartiesminewasfew

weeksbackandmymanwentalloutcandlelit



dinnerhewaskissingandtouchingmeoohitwas

littillIpassoutoutontheruginourbedroomWe

didnotevenreachsecondbaseormakelovethatI

wassolookingforwardtofuckIhatethisfatigue.

Ireallydon'tknowwhathappeningtomeI'malways

sickandtiredisleepalotandeattoomuchandI

getsickafteritsjustdrainingashell

"itschangeofenvironment"Mvelosaidbutithas

beengoingonforawhilenow,thatI'meven

thinkingofseeingaDr

"yousureyouOK"heaskedmeasiliftedmyhead

fromthetoiletthatallIhavebeendoingthisdayI

couldnotstomachanythingandeverythingSmell

sofunny,

Him;drinkthis"hegavemeaglassofwater



Me:thankyou"Irinsedmymouthandlookedat

myselfinthemirror"

Him:youdon'tlooktogood"

Me:Iwenttothechemistthismorningandaskfor

pillsthatcanhelpmewithstomachbug"

Hiseyeswidenandhetookoffhiscoatandrolled

uphisshirt,

Him:wherearethepills?Whendidyoutakethem?

...Howmanydidyoutake?Damit!!"ilookedat

himandfrowned

Ilookedathimandsetdownonthetoiletseat"

whatwrongbaby"IaskedhimwithlowvoiceIwas

drainednow



Him:wherearethepills"

Me:Itookthemthismorningandthisafternoon

andIjuststartedfeelingdizzyandstartedbleeding

andnowI'mvomitinglikecrazy...Whathappening

tomeMvelo"

Him:whatdidyousay!Yooobleeding???...non....

No...No!!!!...Sbahleweneedtogotothehospital

rightnow"

Me:intiredMveloIjustneedyolaydown"

Islowlymovedtothebed

Him:SbahleweneedtogototheDr...Youare

pregnant!!!!OohmyGodmybabywhathaveIdone

"



Heliftedmeup"putmedown!...Utheni!!"

Him:IsorryIshouldhavetoldyou..Butthereisno

timeforthatnow!Imscarewhatdoespillsmight

havedonetoyou"

Iheldmychest"I'mwhat...Howdidyouknow...

Whendidyoufindout"

Ilistentohimtellingmehisstoryhewasfastand

goingonandontellingmeweneedtoseeaDrI

wasmadverymad,for6weekshehasknown

aboutthisbuthasnottoldme

Me:everytimewhenImentionseeingDryou

refusedwhileallalongyouknew!"

Him:I'msorrybabybutweneedtogowerunning

outiftimethinkaboutourbabyandkillmelater!!!



IsawtheflowersheboughtformeItookthemand

startedhittinghimwiththem

Him:damnitSbahlefuck"

Me:youliedtomeyoubloodyliedtome..."

Heheldmyhandsandpulledmetohischest

Him:youwillgetthechancetokillmeIpromisebut

fornowcanwecheckifourbabyisOK..."

Ipushedhimawayfrommemademywayyothe

vanitytookanenvelopthereandthrewitathim,

Me:babyisfineitsHealthybabyIwenttoseethe

Drtodaythereisevenscansthere"



Him:andthispills...Thechemist?"

Me:Justgivingyousipofyourownmedicine"I

walkedoutbangingthedoorimademywaytothe

kitchentowormhisfood,hewalkedinlookinglike

awetdog,

Him:I'msorryIwasgoingtotellyou...Tonight"

IdidnotanswerhimbecauseIdidnotknowifheis

tellingthetruthorwhat,Iplacedhisfoodonthe

tableandhepulledmetohimliftedmeupand

placedmeonthecounterhegotinbetweenmy

thighs

Him:I’mgoing,tobehonestwithyou,sodon’t

judgemeandhateme,Pregnancyissucha

beautifuljourneythattwopeoplegoontogether.

Yes,itincludesme,mydearwife.Butit’salso



goingtogetverystressful,crazy,whirlwind,and

sometimesroughinourlives,youwillexperienced

feelingsandsymptomsthatI’venevermost

probablywillneverfeelIjustwantyoutooknow

thatNoteverythingisgoingtoaboutyoubutI'llbe

withyoueverystepoftheway,whatIwantorneed

duringthistimeisforustobeinthistogether.It’s

alsoaboutus,ourmarriage,ourlove,andthelittle

miraclegrowinginsideofyouthatwecreated

together!"

Me:I'mstillangryandyou"Isaidcryinginhis

arms

Him:Iknow...AndI'msorry"

Me;I'mstillgoingtokillyou..."

Him:Iwouldn'thaveitanyotherway"



Ichuckledashepulledmyfacetohis,"Iloveyou

andyetagainyoumademethehappiestmanalive

"

Me:shutupI'monly19MveloandI'malready

pregnant...I'msupposetobestartingschoolnext

year"

Him:youpregnantbabynotsickyoucanstilldo

school"Ihithisshoulder

"don'tbecockyMnguni"hekissedme

Him:wegotthisbabe,youthestrongestwomenI

knowandIknowyoucandothisgracefully"

Me:Ineedyoursupport,youraffectionandforyou

tocommunicatewithmeeverystepoftheway.WE

areateamandWEareinthistogether...stopthis



habitofkeepingthingfrommetryingtoprotectme

"

Him;Ipromisenowcanwekissplease"Ilaughed

asourlipdidthedance

.

.

Tobecontinued
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Sbahle****

Him:whoknewthatlovewillmakemekissthe

mouththatwastakingourstomachcontentfew

minutesago"

Ilaughedandplacedmyheadonhischest,

Me:it'syourbabynotme"

Him:isthatsonow?"

Me:yep...Thisbabywasmadebyyouand

Ngonyama...Itsyourresponsibilitynotmine"

Webustoutandlaughed,wecometofarmeand



Mvelonevertoughonedaywilljokeaboutthatnight

withoutgettingemotional.

Hestartedeatinghisfoodandsomehowitstarted

smellingrealbadsoijumpedoffthecounter

Me:letmetakeZeetobedyouprayingwithher

tonight"

Him:sure...I'llbethereinasec,isthereleftover

forthisfood,"Ilookedathisplateitwascleaned

outhaybosofast,IrolledmyeyesMveloeattwo

platesoffoodeverynightanddebatingaboutithas

notgottenmeanywheresoIjustlethimbe

Me:yoursecondplateisinthefridgewormitup"

Him:tankyouMkami..."



Me:washtheplateswhenyoudon't"

Him:Godsomanyorders"

Me:Iheardthat..."IfoundZeeslowlydozingoff

onthecouch

Me:haybaby...Timeforbed"

Her:piggybackride"

OohbrotherIshouldhavetoldMvelotogether

Me:surejumpup"

ThestairsfeltlikeIwaswalkingonsandZeeis

heavynowverryheavywefinelyreachedher

bedroomandIjustwantedtodie



Me:gobrushyouteethbaby"

Her:buthle-hleIdid"

IshookmyheadandtoldherIsmellchipsinher

mouth

Her:oohmen..."Ilaughedasshedraggedherself

tothebathroom,shecamebackandsnugglenext

toher

Me:Imgoingtoreadyoubedtimestoryanddaddy

willcomepreywithyouOK"shesmiledandnodded

sheplacedherheadonmychestandIrubbedher

hair

Her:myQueen"



Me;yesmyprincess"

Her:willmomcometomybirthdayparty"

Me:Iwillaskdadtocallher"

Her:whydoesn'tshecallme?"

Me:Idon'tknowprincessmaybesheisbusybut

whydon'twecallhertomorrowmorning"

Her:sheneverpicsup..."

Shesoundeddown,Idon'tgetwhatSliproblemis,

shefoughtwithMvelowhyissheavoidingherown

daughternow...Ireallydonotgetabsentmother's

periodke,youcurryachildforninemonthsand



whenshithitthefanbetweenyouandthebaby

daddyyouresentthechildorabandonedher.

andSlicallsherselfGodfearingwomennxa,Sli

actionsareslowlykillingZeeicanseethatnow,

andI'llbedamnifIallowthattohappen,Iknowfor

afactthataChildrenwhohaveanabsentmother

developcertaintypicalbehaviorstowardstheir

mothers,protesting,desperation,anddistancing.

Herbeinggonedoesn’tmakethemfeelmore

affection;itmakestheiremotionsgowild.

Intheend,theironlychoiceistoblocktheirfeelings

oflove.Somekidsevenendupwithadullhate

towardstheremothersbecauseofthisvicious

cycleoflovingandlosingoverandoveragain.Sli

hasdonethisfartolonganditsendnow,

"Lookslikesheisasleep"Mvelosaidwalkingin

Islowlyplacedheriheadonherbedandtuckedher



in

MvelohuggedmefrombehindwhilewelookatZee

Him:younaturalatthis"

Hekissedmyneck

Him:justimaginewhenwehavedozenmore

runningaroundhere"

Ilookedupathim"adozen!"

Hehadthatsmugonhisfacethatannoyedme

Him:amIaskingtoomuch"



Me:waytomuch"

Iuntanglemyselffromhisarmsandhefollowed

me,

Him:OK...Halfadozen"

Me:takeasecondwifeIain'tpoppingadozenkids

outofmypunana"

Him:yahlanya!"

Ialreadytookabathandwasonlyonmysleep

wearIdecidedtobrushmyteeth

Me:wellonekiditisthat"

Him:willseeaboutthat.."Iwaslookingathimon



themirrorwhilehewastakinghisclothsoff,Mvelo

gotatorsotodieforandlookingathimalways

turnsmeon

Him:likewhatyousee?"hekissedmyneckand

hemademefeelhishardMonstercockonmyass,

Him:letmetakeashower,thisconversationisnot

over"hekissedmycheekandjumpedintoa

shower,IletoutahugesighthatIdidnotrealiseI

washolding,Itouchedmypantyundermyshort

silkynightdressfuckI'mwetbylook,Itookitoff

andthrewitonthelaundrybuskerwetmytoweland

wipedmyself,Imademywaytothebedroomi

appliedhandlotionsonmyhandsbrushedmyhair

andtookadoekandputiton,

ItookmyphoneIwasabouttocheckhow'smom

doingbutMvelogotinbed,andkissedmyneck

pullingmetohim ,



Me:whenlastdidyouspeaktoSli?"hestopped

kissingmeandlookedatme

Him:thereisnothingtotalkaboutwiththatwomen

"

Me:MvelowhataboutZithelo?"

Him:comeonSbahle...Wedoingthisrightnow?!,

wejustfoundoutthatwepregnantinsteadof

celebratingthisnameofthatwomenisbounced

aroundinmybedroomhayiManiyoukillingmy

hype"Ilookedathim

Him:wozaLA"

Me:Mvelo..."hedidnotallowmetofinish,hislips

wereonme



Him:Imissedyou"

Me:Imissyoutoo"

HekissedmehungrilyandIfoundmyselfdropping

myphoneintheprocess,hewaskissingmeso

passionatelythatIfoundmybodybetrayingme

again,IpressedmylegstogetherwhenIfelthis

wetwarmkissonmyneckhishandstraveledtomy

breastthesilkmaterialmadehimmoanandhis

touchfeltsogoodasIjoinedonhismouthhe

stoppedandlookedatmeWelookintoeachother’s

eyeswithhungerandlove,thanithitmehisontop

ofmeIcouldfeelhisbigthingonmylegshis

movingcloser,hiselbowrestingonmypillowThe

warmfeelingrushallovermybody

Mybodytightened.Iwasn’tready.Iwaslostin

thought,unpleasantthought,andmybodystillfelt



thoseemotions.Ismiled,notwantingtorejecthim,

notwantingtomakehimfeelbad,notwantingthis

realityandwishingIcouldjustflipgearssuddenly

likeallthosewomenineveryshowwe’veeverseen.

Isighedlightlyashenestledhismouthintomy

neck…hisbreath,hotbreathhitmyear

Him:hle-hlemayImakelovetoyouplease?'his

lips,soft.Icouldfeelhimpresshardagainstmeas

hepulledmecloseandtighttohim

Ilovethisman,butnowwasn’trightformeorwasit

Iwouldn'tknow...Ican'tdenyhimwhathisShame

andfearroseinmelikeabrushfire.Iwantedtorun,

besomeoneelse,soIpusheditallaway,pretended

itwasn’tthere,andliftedhidheadtolookatme

Me:don'thurtHlelo"



Hesmiledinmymouth"Ipromised..."

HishandslidundermynightdressoohgodI'mnot

evenwearinganyunderwearhecuppedmyleft

breast.Iwantedhim,butthewantwasdistant—

likeanecho—because,now,Iwasdistant.

That’sthethingaboutdenyingyourreality,about

forcingyourselftobe,andthink,andfeel,inways

thataren’tfullygroundedinyourtruth.Youcan’t

choosewhichfeelingstowalloffTheyallfloatoff

intothedistancelikeaninfinitelylongstringof

balloonsstilltiedtoyourthroat.

SomewhereinmyheadIknewthis,butthepainof

dealingwiththatanddealingwithhis

disappointmentatthesametimefeltfartooheavy.

…You’refine…Justgowiththeflow…Itoldmyself.

Me:babymakemeforgetplease..."



[removed]

Him:wow"

Me:whatjusthappened"

Him:Imadelovetoyou..."Ilookedathimand

screamedwavingmylegsintheair

Him:SbahleMani!"

Me:oohmyGoditfeltsogoodmvelo...Itwasan

outofthisworldexperience

..."



Heshutmeupwithhislipsonmine

Him:youhaven'tfeltnothingthiswasjustastarter

maincauseiscoming"hepackedmylips

.

.

Tobecontinued

SNL-removedwillbepostedintheGroupand

alsoonvisionarywriting...

Chapter82

.

unedited



Sbahle***

Lastnightmymangavemesomeextragoodloving

hewassuckingandtouchingandkissingonevery

thingonmybody,hewillbiteandhissandmoan

pleasuringmepleasuringhimextraordinary,we

wenttomoonandbouncedintospace,

Hewillgoslowandgofastanddipanddiveorjust

plainteasingme,Onewhiffofhisscent

Andhiscrotchisswimmingsodip

Untilweclimax,hisdickisadreamwhenitserect

itsafantasyconetrue"You’rethewomanofmy

dreamsandwhenyougodownonmeitfeelslike

heavenoohMountmealready"hespokedirtyandI

lovedit,itwasFucking’sessentialBecauseitfeels

sodamngood

Him:PutyourmouthonitSuckwitheverything



you’vegotThenwaityourturn,girl"hewasaGod

andheknewwhattosaywhattodoandheisa

sexualdynamitegoalthatfeelsmeupwithinsertion

pleasure.

whenItalkaboutaguywhowasmadeforthisthat

myhusbandrightthereIshouldbetireImustbe

tiredbutIcouldn'tsayenoughofhiskindofloving,

amIaddictedtothefeelinghemademeexplore

ohhhellyes,Icame,hecameandweexploded

togetherdidItellyouIlovethismanbeforewell

thatpasttensenewsbecauserightnowIcan

gladlytellyouthatIlooooovehim....!!

Sohereweareallsexedoutandcuddlingoneach

otherarmsI'mjustdead,Ican'tfeelMylegsmy

ladypartsareswollen,

wewentallnighttookbrakesinbetweentograba

bite,yesFAMsexmakesmehungry,oohnowI

getwhytheysaythereisalotthatapersoncando



inkitchenthenjustcookandeatinit,oohmy..My

ifthewallscouldtalktheywilltellyouhowhedid

meinthere.

Himbeingadominantpartnerinthisrelationshiphe

sleepsasatinwayandImustfollowasperhis

sleepingpatten,thethingswedoforlove,hedoze

offanhoursagoandtanglemetohisarm,imon

mysideandhishuggingmefrombehindIcan't

sleepinthispositionhellno!

,Spooningisawesome"lovessay"iknowExcept

forthepartwherehestartblowinghotairintomy

neck,andearpracticallyroastingmealive.Andhis

armaroundmywaistisstartingtofeellikea50-

poundweight.Imgettingantsybutidon’twantto

moveI'llwakehimandhewillwanttodanceagain

jeezeican'tsleep,I'm slowlyscoochingmyback

untilmybuttisnuzzledintohisgenitals,pushing

hinalittlebit,butstopassoonas



Ihearhimbreathoutloudhepullmeevencloserto

himfatherGodpleasehelp

,Ooohyeshismonsterfeelssogoodinsideme..I

knowIloveitbutmynananeedstobreath

Ifeelhischestpressingintoyourback.Ialways

feelsafeinhisarmsspooningwithhimalways

providethatfeel-goodconnectionbetweenus

besidesWearehardwiredtoconnectashuman

beings,andthephysicaltouchandhuggingthat

occursduringspooninglowersourbloodpressure

andsendsamessagetoourbodiesthatit'sOKto

relaxandletgosleepiscominginslowlyIallowit

I'mforcingtillIhearhishuskyvoice

Him:whattimeisit?"I'mtoolazytoopenmyeyes

soIopenjustoneeye



Me:5:47am.."

Him:mmmm"

Sleepwasslowlyvisitingme,butMvelowasawake

whydidn'tisleepwhenhefellasleep,oohIwas

busyreplayinglastnightevents

"ouch...Mvelo"whatthehack?isheabouttoenter

meoohgod...

Him:shoooo...Itsmorningnow,themaidswill

hearyou"

Me:thanstopwhatyoudoing"

Iwhispers..hewasplayingwithmeandmyhead

keeptellingnobutmybodywassayingyes...Yes



...Yes!

Him:no..."

Me:I'msore...'

Him:I'llbequick...andgentle"

Washequicknopbutdamnwashegentlewedid

thedancetill6:20,Iwasfuckeduptired

Him:Ineedtosoundproofthisroom"_

Me:Iwasn'tthatloud"

Heturnedhisheadandlookedatmewithraised

eyebrow



Him:oohyeahnotthatloudyousay?

"YesMvelo"

"ohhmygod"

"Bbyplease..."

'youkillingMe"_

HewasmimickingmyvoiceIhithimwithapillow

Me:shutup"heturnedaroundandkissedme

Him:Youturnmeonwhenyoustartscreaming'

scratching'andyellingmyname...Damnthe



thingsyousaywhensexingjustthinkingaboutit

justmademe"heliftedhisheadandlookeddown

Me:noMveloNo!!!..."

Him:comeonIwon'ttakelong"

Ijumpedoffthebed,I'mgoingtodiephelanow,

yoowhatMbizaishedrinking,Iwouldneverknow

withthistraditionalpeopleIrantothebathroom

andclosedthedoor

Me:getout"

Hewaslaughing"IwanttotakeashowerIswearI

won'tdonothing"_IlookedathimandIstillcannot

believethat"thatbigmonsterthing"wasinsideme

andIenjoyedit,



Me:notwithMngunilookinglikewarriorreadyto

gotowargomakehimsleep"

"babeI'llbelateforwork"thesaidsteppingin

shower

Me:MveloI'mreallysorenow"Igavehimapuppy

face,

Him:wesavingwaterandIain'tgonnadoyoulike

that,evenwhenyourbodyissoinviting"

Me:Mvelo!"Ihithishandasitwastouchingmy

breast

Him:domesticabuseinthishouseIfearformylife

"



Ilookedathimandwechuckled,problemstarted

whenwestartedkissingandboommylegsarein

theairandhisdevouringme,IthinkIwaswrong

whenIsaidI'maddictedtohimIthinkhisworse

afterthesteamyshowersessionwegotoutandmy

girldowntherewasonfire...Mvelohadtocarry

metothecloset

"Umnandiumabhengu"hewaskissingvirginaand

talkingtoitOKcreepy,hestartedapplyinglotion

onmybody

Me:youwillbelateforwork"

Him:I'mtheboss...Somytimemyrules"

Ipushedhimasideandjumpedintohistrackpants

andT-shirtilookedlikeahobobuthaythismanwill

beintheofficefor9hourssoIneedsomethingthat

willmakemenotmisshimtomuch,



Him:andthenmyclothes?"_

Igavehimapeacesignwithmyfingersandwalked

outoftheclosetIknowhewilltakeanhourmaking

himselflookevenmoresexywhichgivesmetime

tomakemyfamilybreakfast,IfirstwokeupZee

andsheattackedmetoahug

Me:babyareyouOK"

Her:don'tgettoclosetothelakeHle-hleitwantsto

takeyouawayfromme"

IwaspuzzledIdidnotknowwhatshewassayingI

onlywentfewtimesswimminginthatlakewhenwe

firstgotherebutitstoocoldnowformegocloseto

itoreventhinkoftakingadip



Me:didyouhaveabaddream?"

Sheshookherhead"Isawyou...Youbecameone

withthelakeandyouweregone,Icalledoutfor

youbutIcouldonlyseewater,pleaseHle-hledon't

leavemeplease"

Me:IpromisebabyIwon't"

Her:pinkyswear..."

Icrossedmypinkywithhertinyfingerandwe

huggeditout

Me:comelet'sgobathandgetreadyforschool'

Her:youtakingme"



HisfatherlovesdrivingZeetoschoolitsthere

bondingtimetogetherbutlatelyPrincessprefersI

driveherandrefusedtogowithherfathersothis"

youtakingme"isnotaquestionatallitmoreof

statementsoIjustnodded

Her:yes!"shelookedatmefromheadtotoe

Her:pleasechangeyoulooklikeaboy...Camille

momtalkstoomuch"

CamilleisherfriendandCamille'smomisyour

topicalhousewifethatlovesgossipingandwear

Gussioutfitwhendrivingherdaughtertoschool,

Me:butZee"

Her:notupfordiscussiongoHle-hlewillbelate"



Ilaughedmakingmywayoutofherroomthischild

issomethingelseMvelowasnotinourroomwhenI

cameinimademywaytoourclosetandputon

whiteJeans,blacksweaterblackkicks,Mvelo

phonestartedringingandIdebatedtopickitupor

notaugitsprobableworksoIletitringtillit

stopped.suddenlyithitmeIneedtocallSliIneed

hernumber,ItookMvelophoneandsearchforher

numberbutnothingIlookedattheunsaved

numbersandtherewerenon,Ithenlookedfor

blockednumberandIfoundfewnumberstheirI

copiedallandsenttomyphone,IhopeIwillfindit

inthisnumbersinceheoncementionedthathe

blockedallSliNumbers.

Him:didyouseemyphone"

Me:mmmm"myheartskippedabithelookedat

myhandandupatme

Him:oohthankyou.."hewalkedtowardsmeand



toolitfromme,helookedsoyummyandsmelled

likepower

Him:fuckI'mlate..."hiseyeswereonhisphone

andhewastexting,

Him:uyaphi?"hedidnotevenlookatme

Me:mmmm"heburiedhishandsonhispocket

andturnedaroundtolookedatme

Him:u...ya...phi!"

Me:ohhI'mdrivingZeetoschool..."

Him:andyouhadtochangetodothat?"

IlaughedthinkingaboutZeestatement,butwhenI



lookedupMvelohadastraightface,oohshit...Not

thisagain

Me:wellIwasnotgoingtodriveherbutsheasked

mewhenIwokeherup,soIhadtochangebecause

theothermomgossipwaytomuchandIdidnot

wanttobeoneoftheretopics"

Him:gochangeyousleepingthisoneoutI'm

takingher"

Me:what...IpromisedherMvelo...Youcan'tdo

that"

Him:Ijustdidyoutierswemadelovethewhole

nightandyoupregnantsoyouneedtorest"

Me:No"



Heraisedhislefteyebrowandlookedatme

Me:No!"

I'mtiredofMveloandhisjealousyandhis

controllingtendenciesitsgettingoldandfrustrating

,IwalkedoutoftheroomleavinghimthereIfound

Zeealldressedupourhousekeeperalreadymade

herabowlofcerealsandshewasfinishingitup

grate

Itookmybagandsearchformycatkeys,tookmy

coatandputitonhelpedZeewithhers,shewas

playinggamesonherpad

Me:readytogo"

Her:yesmyQueen"



WesteppedoutandfuckdoIhatethisweatherhere

itscoldandwindyIhelpedZeejumpedintheback

seatbuckledherupandwhenIliftedmyheadIwas

meetbyMveloeyeshejumpedindriversseat

Zee:daddywhereyougoing?"

Him:todaymeandHle-hlearedrivingyouto

schoolhowcoolisthat"

Zee:cool"

Irolledmyeyesandjumpedtothepassengerseat,

hekissedmycheekandcamereallyclosetome

lookingatmeintheeyessearchingforsomething

hisfacewasinchesawayfromminetoclosetokiss

Him:safetyfirstmakaHlelo"



Hepulledtheseatbeltandbucklemeuprubbing

mythighsandsqueezingthem.

.

.

Tobecontinued

.

.

SorryforpostingsolateZihlobo...I'mworkingfrom

homehadadeadlinetodealwithandtookme

forevertofinish...ButIcouldnotsleepwithout

droppingthethingforthepeople
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Sibahle***

Helookedatmeforalongesttime,hedidnotstart

thecarortalkbutlookedandme,hethenletoura

mockinglaughandIknowshitwillgodown,I'mso

notlookingforwardinfightingwithmvelo,butI

knowthatlook,aftertellingmetoputtheseatbelt

onhespeedofthrowingmebacktomyseatI'm

holdingontothearmrest,whatsupposetobe20

mindrivefromZeeSchooltookjustlessthen10min

backtoourhouse

"everyonewho'sinmyhouseoutnow!!!"

Zeenannyandourhousekeeperwalkedoutrunning

totheiroutsiderooms,



Me:Mvelo"didhestopno,

helockedthedoorofhishouseandlookedatmeI

suddenlyfelthungryandIdarehimtoshoutatme

uzonyatoday

Him:wegoingtotalkaboutwhathappenedthis

morning"_

Me:mmmmm"

I'mcravingspicychickenstrips

Him:I'mtalkingtoyouSbahle"

Me:mmmm"

Hebangedthekitchencounter,IlookedathimI



wassohopingforhimtotestmejusttestme

Him:thelasttimeIcheckedeveryonecalledyou

MRSMNGUNI!,whyonbloodyhelldoesZee's

teachercallyouSBandwhatthefuckisSB??"

Iwaschoppingmyonionsandpeppersnotgivinga

shitofwhat'sbugginghim,

Me:hiswhitehecantpronounsmyname"_

Ifelthishandonme"uthini?"

OKI'mnotthatbravetherearethingsthatwe

womencanputonbravefaceforandtalkbacktoo,

butnottoamanwhostartspeakinghismother

tongueyookuyajikaukudlaeplatini



Him:whydoesheknowyourname,"_Zithelo

teacherisjustoneofthoseguysthatistoofriendly

withallthemomsomesayhistoohottobestraight

buthaythatnotmybusiness,IgreethimlikeI

greeteveryoneinthatschoolbutjustbecausehe

stoppedtotalktomethismorningmycrazy

husbandjustflipped,

Me:becauseZithelocallsmeHle-hleandthathow

heknewmynamefromZithelo,hecouldnot

pronounsmynamesohesettledforSB"

Him:andyouallowedhim?...Haybo...

Ngizobulalaumuntunow"_

Me:oohcomedownhisgay"_Isaidthattocalm

himdown,I'mnotsureifheisornot,

HeranhishandsonhisheadIlaughed,"youlook

socute"



HelookedatmeasIwrappedmyarmsaroundhis

waistlookinghimintheeyes

Him:Idon'tlikethewayhewaslookingatyou"

Me:howwashelookingatme?"

Him:checkingyouout...Thisjeansaretotight..."

Me:youknowwhatIthink...Ithinkthewayyou

lookatmeyouthinkthateverymenlooksatmelike

that.."

Him:what"_

Me:Iseeyou"Itookhishandsandplacedthem

onmyass



Him:youdrivingmecrazy"_

Hepulledmetohimandkissedme

wasn'theangryaminuteago"andIstillsaythat

notalookagayguygivesawomen'

Me:mmmm "Ikissedhim

Him:youevenchangedforhimSbahle?"_

Me:ini?"Ibustoutandlaughed"yoouyahlanya

wena"

Him:I'mangrySbahleandIwantyoutomakeme

feelbetter"



Me:ifyoutalkingaboutsex...NopI'mnotdoing

that"

Him:I'llbeinmystudybecauseyounotplaying

fair"_hewassulking

Me:_youworkingfromhome?"_

Heturnedandlookedatme"didyouhaveplansI

didnotknowabout?"_

Irolledmyeyesandlaugheddidhejustlockme

insidethehouse,itunedthestoveonIheardhim

breathingoutloudasIlaughedshakingmyhead

whilecookingIwasdebatingonwhatIwasgoingto

dobutithastobedoneforZithelo,

IsetonthecouchaftercookingMvelohasnotleft

nhisstudyandIwasnotgoingtodisturbhim,I



tookmyphoneandbitemylipsIneedadvisefirst

beforeImakethebigmovesoItextedZoeandtold

heraboutmyplans

"Mvelowillbemadforgoingbehindhisback"she

replayed

Me:butuyamaziunjanihewillnotwanttohear

anythingaboutit,areyousurethatyoudon'tknow

whathappenedbetweenthetwoofthem?"_Iwas

fishingyepanywifehasinsecuritiesaboutbaby

mamasIain'ttheonlyone

Zoe:babeMveloismypersonyouknowthatbutI

neverknewaboutslitill3yearsagowhenshecame

tointroducehisbabyforthefirsttime...There

relationshipisjustapuzzlethatIcan'tsolveand

worsepartIdon'tknowabout...Hesharesuch

storieswiththeboys"



Me'wellIhopeshewillhearmeout"

Zoe:goodluckbabeIhopesheagreesIhopeyou

couldtalktohubbyfirstbutIgetwhenyousayhe

willrefuse"

Me:I'mjustworriedaboutSliagreeinginhavinga

relationshipwithherdaughtermyhusbandIcan

handlelater"

WesaidourGoodbyeandIpromisedwillchartwith

getlater.thefirstthreenumberdidnotgothrough

andfinallythefourthnumberranged.

"hello"

Itshervoicenodoubt



Her:hello"

Iswallowerandbreathoutloud"Goodafternoon

SilindileyouSpeakingtoSbahle...SbahleBhengu'

Her:.....

Me:areyoustillthere..."

Her:howmayIhelpyou?andhowdidyougetmy

number?"

Me:ZitheloBirthdayiscomingupandshehas

beenaskingaboutyou,Iwouldloveifyoucould

come"

Iheadhersniff"Ican't"



Me:IknowthatyouandIstartedonawrongFoot

butIwishforyoutoapartofherlifeaswell,"_

Her:doesTreyknowthatyoucallingme?"

Me;SlindilethisnotaboutmyHusbandyourbaby

daddythisisaboutZitheloyourdaughtercanwe

pleasetalkabouther"_

Her:hestripmeoffmyparentalrighttomybaby....

Hetookeverythingfromme,Iknowyoudoingthis

atthegoodnessofyourheartbutthatfamilyhave

showedmethatthereonlylookoutforthereown,

theystrippedmeofeverythingthatIhaveIworked

sohardforIsometimeswishInevertoldhimabout

Zithelomylifewasnotthismessasitisrightnow

"_

Me:I'msorrytohearabout,butbuttworingscan

notmakenoright,Zitheloneedsyouanditkillsme



toseehersufferlikethis"

Her:Idon'tthinkyouunderstandhetookmybaby

awayfromme...I'msurprisedtheyhaven'tturned

youorZeeagainstmebutIknowtheywilljust

pleasetellmybabythatIloveherandI'malways

thinkingabouther"

Shewascrying,andsurprisinglyIwascryingalso,

Iplacedmyhandonmytummythinkingaboutmy

unbornbaby

therewasalotthatshewastalkingaboutthatI

wasunabletounderstandbutpaininhervoice

spokevolume,"theBhengustripherofeverything

"

Me:imsosorrySilindilethatI'mthecauseof

bringingyouheartache,butshouldyouchange

yourmindandwishtospeaktoZithelopleasesave



thisnumber"

Her:thankyouforlovingmybabyasyourown"

Me:SilindileJustrememberthatbloodisthicker

thenwater,Theloveofamotherrunsdeepandits

powerknowsnolimit.A

mother’sundyingloveisbeautiful.Butwhatweall

knowisthatitwillneedawomanwithahardand

indestructiblespinetobethereforherkids"

Shesighanddroppedthecallistoodtherelooking

outsidethewindowfoldingmyarms,whatreally

happenedbetweenMveloandSilindilethatmade

hersobroken?

"wheredidyougethernumber?"



Ifrozehewasstandingbehindme,

"howlongwereyoustandingthere..."

Him:longenough...Wheredidyougethernumber?

"

Iturnedaroundandlookedathim,hewaswearing

oneofhispokerfaceIcouldnotreadhim

Me:Itookitfromyourphone"

Him:why?"

Me':ZithelohasbeenaskingaboutherandI

thoughtIshouldinformehermotherabouther

birthdaypartythat'scomingup"_



Him:youplanningondoingwhat?"

Me:sheishermotherMvelo!"

Him:didyouknowwhyIcutalltieswithher?"

Me:asifyouevertalkabouthertome"_

Helookedatmeandsetdownhewastryingto

calmhimselfdownThissubjectmakesmyhead

hurtsimplybecauseit'ssostressfulbeingina

relationshipwithamanwhohasbabymama,

YesmeandSligotoffonthewrongfootbutIt

doesn'thavetobethoughnowalothashappened,

ZeeisgrowingupandI'mnotinZeelifetoreplace

hermother.



Him:sheisnotwelcomeinourlives"

Me:thatnotyourchoicetomake..."

Him:stayoutifthis..."

Me:youshouldhavenotmarriedmeinthatcase

becausewhatIseenowisyouandZeeinthe

middleandmeandSlionoppositeside,

Allittakesisforeverybodytoknowtheirroleand

sticktothescript.I'mnotsurewhyyoucan'trealize

thatyouthemaninthemiddleisthedirectorofthis

soapoperaofmethewifeandSlithebabymama.

Butsomehowyoujustdon'ttakethatjobseriously

enough,whichalwaysleadstotroubleandchaos.

Andcausingconflictedemotionstothechild,

worsebetweenmeandslindile"



HelookedatmeasifIjustsaidMandelaisnot

dead

Him:itscomplicated...AndIdon'twantthisto

affectwhatmeandyouhavebuilt...Sbahlewe

finallygotagoodthinggoinghearme,youandZee

...Babyweexpectingourababyandyougoand

pokethingsthatmightturnaroundandbiteus...

Comeonsweetheart"

AsIsuspectedthereisalotintherelationshipthen

justhimandslimakingababy,thereisthishistory

asmuchadIdon'twanttobepartofitIfeellikeI'm

thecauseofitturmoil.

Me:allI'msayingisthatletustryandputour

differencesasideforthesakeofZithelosheis

turning6yearsoldandalreadysheresenther

motherforbeingabsent"



Him:youareagoodmothertoherthatallthat

matter"

Me:IcanneverreplacehermotherMveloyoujust

don'tgetit,Iunderstandthatoneladyhasplayeda

veryimportantroleinyourpastandanotherladyis

toplayingaveryimportantroleinthefuture.when

yourkidsareborn,yourcompletefocusshiftsto

them

.Youautomaticallygivethemmoreimportancethan

yourwifeoryourparentsorevenyourBabymamaI

getthatbutyoudoingitthewrongway,

Thequestionofwhoisimportantisverytricky.It

arisesonlywheneitherthemotherandwifebothtry

toshowthechildthatoneisgoodthentheother...

Babyitdoesn'tworklikethat,webothhave

differentroletoplayinZithelolifeanditplaysa

vitalpartinherlife"



Him:Sbahlewhatdoyouwantmetodo?Wasn't

thisverysamewomenthecauseofusbrakingup

whydoyoustillwantherinourlives"

Me:firstlywhatI'mdoingisnotaboutyouandher

...ITABOUTZITHELO!!!...wekeepbouncingback

andfourthbetweenyouandherandme.Ifeellike

youwereneverhonestwithmefromthebeginning

aboutyouandSlithatwhyeverytimewhenher

nameismentionedyouactlikethis"

Him:Sbahle!!"

Me:I'manopenbookMvelo,Iwasinnocentwhen

youmeetmeandhadnopastorwhatsoeverbut

youontheotherhand..IJustdon'tknow"

Him:ItoldyousomanytimesthatSliismypast...

Thereisnothingthere...Iloveyouandonlyyou..."



Me;LikeIsaidbeforeyourfocusedisstrictlynot

onthewell-beingofyourZithelo,"

Hestoodupandlookedatme

Him:youaremywife,youaremoreimportantin

mylife,themotherofmychildhasfulfilledher

dutiesandleftyoumywifetoleadthesedutiesof

motheringmychildrenifshelikedtodresszeeup

earlier,takehershoppingplaywithher,teachher

howtobeagirlthatnotuptohertocomeintomy

houseanddoallthosethingsnowitshouldbeyour

chance….ican'tsharewhaticallmyworldwithher

..Never!!!!EverythingI'mworkingsohardfor,the

feelingofsteppinginawormhouse,toseethe

smileonmybabyfaceitsbecauseyoumywife...

you'remysoulmateicantandwillnevershare

everythingthatisclosetomyheartwithanother

womenbutyou..."hestoodtherelookingatmeI

stoodupandoureyeslockedHelookedatmeandI



lookedathim,I'mnotsorryofwhatidid,butIfeel

likehejusttoldmeinthemostpoliteyetheat

brakingpainfultruthofwherehisloyalty'sare,what

todonow?

.

.

.
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****noteditedatall ****

Amonthandfewweekslater



Sbahle****

ItsJanuaryanditsnewyearandandI'msolooking

forwardinhavingagrateyear,lastyearendedina

goodnoteandI'mhappytosayI'mthehappiest

womenonearth,

Weinfewweeksinthenewyear,wellsorryto

disappointyouall,meandMveloneverfoughtafter

thatdaywetalkaboutZitheloandhermother,

surprisinglySlinevercalledagainandIwasnot

goingtorunafterheritwasmyfirstandlasttime

reachingouttoher.

Festiveseasonbroughtlaughter,giftsandmy

bundleofJoyandthatwornfeelingofbeinghome,

Pam'skidsvisitedwecelebratedNaledis1st

birthdaywhichwasbittersweat,butmybabyhas

grownsomuchandIwasacryingmessthatday,



,MvelosaidthatouranniversaryisinOctober(the

dayofourwhitewedding)

Hecan'tmoanthedeathofhersister,birthdayof

hisnieceandcelebratingmyourwedding

anniversaryaswell,Iunderstandwherehiscoming

from

butIstillsayI'm1yearmarriedtohimandIdid

intimatecelebrationonmyown,

itwasmyfirsttimeenjoyingandcelebrating

ChristmasandnewyearsEvewithmyminifamily

andImustsayitsatraditionIplantodoeveryyear,

myhouseispeacefulnodramaandI'mlovingevery

moment.

MeandMvelogoalongwayweabletotalknow

withoutshoutingateachother,wecommunicatea

lot,Iguesstherapyhelpalot,eventhoughMvelo



wasforcingmedraggingmetherekickingand

screamingbutIdidnotrealisethatIneededhelptill

theDrrevealedthat

Iheldontosomuchhate,painandfunnyenough

grief,Mvelotalkedtomymomaboutdoinga

cleansingceremonyformeitlookslikeIstillwalked

aroundwithmyfather'sspirithedied7yearsago

buttomeitsteelfeelslikeitwasyesterday,butI'm

willingtolethimgonowit'sabouttime.

"twobullscannotruleinonekrall"

MvelosaidandIknewthatitstimetoletmyfather

goandstartmylifewithmymen.

Oursexlifeisjustwow,hesaidhelovescorrupting

meandmakingmehisfreakanditssocrazyhow

wedoitalmostallthetime,hehasevencuthis

workloadandleaveshomelateandcomeback



homeearlyyepmarriagelifeisabliss,wefightlike

crazythoughbuthelaugheditoffandsaysthatthis

babyismakingmeactcrazy,heismybestfriend

andcouldn'taskforanyotherpartnerthenhim.

SoweintwodaybetweenZeebirthdaypartyand

wehadtogobackhome,theroyalhouse,

Mveloalsowantedtodoaceremonyforher,well

sincesheagiftedchildalotmustbedonetoher

kind,sheistooclingytomeandshe'sbeenlikethis

formonthsnowIreallydonotmindIlovehertobits

aswell,Ievenstartedteachingherhowtopaint

andshelovesitalot.Isometimessleepwithher

andsurprisinglysheknowsthatI'mcarryingababy

andshecalledhimlittleprince,Ihatebeing

pregnantI'monly2monthsandfewweeks

pregnantbutI'malreadyI'masexaddict,foodedict

andI'maballofcrazy,littlethingpissmeoffandI

justlooseit.



"wheredoIsleepmekunje?"hewalkedin

smellingimpephohethrewhimselfonthebedand

placedhisheadonmylegssinceZeewasonmy

chest,andNaledionmyarms,Jrwasonhishis

pillow

Iwonderwhatwashappeninginthatancestral

room thatgothimalltiredlikethisbutsometimes

hejustdothisthingswithoutinformingmeandI

justlethimbe

Him:Ireallymissyou"

Me:I'mrighthere"helookedatthekidsandback

atmeIlaughed,

Me:leavemybaby'salone"

Hebreathoutloud"kokoaskedaboutyou"



WejustarrivedheretodayandtheonlythingIdid

wasgreeteveryone,andmademywaytomyroom

ididnotevenstayfordinnerIjustlockedmyselfin

mybedroom,I'mdoneplayingtheperfectwifecard

,besidesI'mpregnantwithkidsandmyhusband

doesnotwantmetoliftafinger,andthispretence

I'mplayingwithhisgranmotherisgettingoldand

I'mnotfeelingit.

Him:andthatface?"

IlookedathimIdon'tknowhowdoIfeelabout

talkingabouthisgranmatohimwithouthim

thinkingthatIgotahiddenagenda,shestillacts

morelikeastrangertomethenmyGraninlawI'm

nottheonetoassumebutI'mveryobservantandI

thinksheeitherdonotlikemeorshethinksthatI

marriedhersontokickheroutoftheseat,ivbeen

aprincessallmylifeandpowerisnotsomething

newtomeandIain'tgoingtorunorrushsomething



thatisalreadymybirthright.

Me:whatdidshesay?"

Herubbedhischinandlookedtheotherway

"mvelo"Icalledoutforhimbecauseclearlythereis

somethingbugginghim,hebreathoutloud

Him:Ifeellikethereisbeefbetweenyoutwo,is

theresomethingyounottellingme?"

Me:funnybecauseIfeellikethatalso...Please

don'tgetmewrongbutIfeellikethereismoreto

herthenwhatmeetstheeyewhenitcomestome"

Him:mmmmm"



Iknowthatsoundheknowssomethingbuthisnot

tellingme

Me:mvelo..."

Him:letmebathdon'tworryaboutit"Ihateit

whenhislikethisthingbetweenmeandher

grandmotherissilencinghimagainitslikeheis

stuckinthemiddleandhemustchosewhichside

tosidewith,OhMan!Idon'tknowwhatgamethis

womenisplayingbutIwillnotallowhertocomein

betweenmeandMveloNo!

Idon'tknowifsheisdoingthistoshowwho

mattersthemostinMvelolifemeorher,Imean

whodoesthat?,itslikeaskingifthe

Sunismoreimportantthanmoon?...



Iswaterismoreimportantthanair?...

Areeyesmoreimportantthanears?...

Eachoneontheuniverseisbornwithapurpose

andhasitsownuniquefunction.Soimnotsuperior

orinferiorthenher,I'mjustagirlwhofellinlove

withhisson,andIhavemyownroletoplayin

MvelolifeIwishshegetsthat.

ImeanHisgrandmothercan’tplaywife.Andican’t

playroleofhisgraninhislife

Hisgranishisusher,whileI'mhiscompanion.

HisgranisfrometernityandI'mtotheeternity.

Hisgranisrayoflightindarkness,whileI'm his



supporttoholdonto...

Hisgranisschool/instituteshapinghimforlife

whileI'mhislifeandhisjob,whysheactinglike

thistowardsmeitsreallypissingmeoffnownot

likeIcandoanythingaboutitbecausewellshe

Koko.

Shit!!YouknowIwouldn'thavefeltlikethisifthis

housewasminebutThestateoftheMarriedMan

becomescomplicatedwhenhedecidedwestay

withtheParents.OohGod

Ihaveseenthishappentomymomittookheryear

toknowthatsheismorethenawifeKaBhengubut

aQueen,mydadwasalwayspissedoffandhe

wasalwaysasandwichbetweenhisMotherandhis

Wife.



IamawifeaswellnowandIthinkMveloisonthat

predicamentaswellnowwhereheiscaughtin

betweenmeandhiskoko.

Idon'tknowhowtodealwiththismymotherwants

metotakemyrightfulseatasQueen,Idon'tknow

ifthatoldLadyisreadytohandovertheseattome,

Ihaverealisethatthegenerationgapismaking

thingsmorecomplicatedaswell

MaybeshestillfeelsI'mtoyoungforsuch

responsibility,butIwastrainedmywholelifefor

this,ImaydothingsdifferentlyIknowbecause

.Therearealotofthingsthattheoldergeneration

isnotabletounderstandandacceptinthishighly

sensitiveTechAge..Icandoalloffthisthingsthat

requiredfromMeandmoreshouldIbegivena

chancetodoso.



ButhowdoItellherthattherulesoftheroyal

housearedegradingandtheyneedafacelift

withoutstampingonhershoes,howdoItellher

thatthecouncilneedyoungpeopleinitnotbythis

oldgreymanthatstillbelieveinShaka'sways

betteryetfewfemalesaswellneedtohaveaseat

inthepanel,thereisalotthatpissmeoffabout

thisplacebutIjustputonablindeyeanddeedear

andfocusonkeepingmyhubbyhappy,buthow

longwillIdothat?,Ihavenotfulfillednotevenone

purposethatIcallmine.

IloveMvelonodoubtbutifeellikeI'mleavinghis

lifeandnotmine,

Mvelowantshiswife24/7withhimallthetime,

ZitheloandIhavecreatedthisunbreakablebondI

can'tjustignorethatalso,thereisschoolthatI'm

startingnextmonthwhichsupposetobeexciting

buthowsowhenI'msopregnantaswell,Ifeellike



I'minmymothersshoesrightnowI'mpleasing

everyoneelsebutme.Iheadthedoorofthe

bathroomopenandIclosedmyeyes,Ifelthimtake

thekidsonebyoneandminuteslaterhesnuggle

meunderthecoversandkissedmegoodnight

,mymindwaseverywhereIknewthatimgoingto

havehardtimesleepingtonight.

Morningcamethismenwassqueezingthelifeout

me,heisabouttowakeupandIknowhewillwant

hiscake,

JustwhenI'mabouttosleepdamnheisawakeand

hishandstraveltomynana,minutelaterhis

draggingmylegsdowntotheedgeofthebed,sex

withMveloisjustadventureseverydayisdifferent

styleanddifferentposition,sohereIwasLaying

downonmybackattheedgeofthebed,with

thighsandlegsdanglingoffthebed,heisstanding

orkneelsbetweenmylegshismovingslowandhe



isenjoystheviewheisincontrolofhisdeepthrust,

Ilovethestallioninhimhecangoonforhoursand

megettokickbackandenjoytheride,asalways

heleftmeparalyzehrbathme,tuckedmein

Him:I'llmakeyoubreakfast"

IwastotiredyorespondhekissedmeandIwas

offtolalaland,

Iraisedmyheadtolookatthetimeaurgitsnot

even14:h00,IsawfoodonthesidetableIdidnot

feellikeeating

Ipullthecoversovermyheadblockingthesun,I

waswokenupbyahumminganditwasso

AngelicalthatIdecidedtoputmyheadunderwater

IfeltlikeIwasfloutingthemusicwasleadingmeto

placesIhaveneverbeen,isawmyselfstandingon

topofamassivewaterfallthereavoicecalling



callingmynameanditwaswhisperingsomething

tome

~~~waterisahealer,waterisasage,waterruns

throughriversandseathatknowsnoend,water

feelsnoage,comeclaimyourplace,comebe

leader,belife,givelifeandtakelike,Outofthe

hardtimesinlifecomesrebirth.Outofthehard

timesinlifewegrowitstimetoknowwhoyouare,I

sawmyimageontheriver,andIfeltsomething

pushmedown,IheadsomeonescreamingIshoot

myeyesopen,IroseupandfoundZeefacewet

withtears,Ijumpedoutofthebathtubhowand

whendidIgethere?Iwrappedatoweloverme,

"youpromisedHlehleyoupromised"_shewas

shakingandcryingMvelorushedinandfoundme

onthebathroomfloorrockingZee,

Him:whatdidyousee?"



Ilookedathim...Hewasseriousandthequestion

wasdirectedtome.

.

.
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Mvelo***



Aishcomingtotheplacealwaysstressmeout,

thereislotthatisgoingonthatIjustwishtorun

awayfrombutshitsomethingalwayspullsmeback

here,IonlycamebackbecauseofZeeIhadtodo

ceremonyforher,itsonlybeenonedaystepping

insidetheroyalhouseandalreadyIfeellikeI'm

loosingmymind.

Some,thewifeandthekidsarrivedtodayitstwo

daybeforeZithelobirthday,firstthingfististogo

emsamuandspeaktomypeople,andtellthemI'm

back,onmyreasonforcomingbackandwhatI

plantodo.

Ifeellikemaybabyuphakanyelweimimoyashetoo

youngforthislifeandisithunywasakhesinolaka,

shehascallingofabalozi.

soFYIAbaloziumoyaothile/isithunywa

esisebenzisaikhwelatocommunucate,Itisa

spirit(s)ofthedeparted,usuallythisarethepeople



abashonaempiniorpeoplewhousedtohavethe

samespiritualpowersandtheycomebackbahlale

kuwetofurthertheirpurposesthroughyou.

Zithelotalksandlookslikeagirlbutsheactsmore

likeaboyshouldIbeworriedasaparentofcause

yes,itstooearlytosaywhatherasexualityisbut

allIknowisthatsheisthefirstlionessinmyfamily

andonedaywhenshecomesoffageshewillneed

toshiftIdreadthatdaybecausewhenitfirst

happenedtomeIthoughtIwasdyingandluckily

mygrandfatherwastheretowalkmetroughitbut

foragirlIdon'tthinkshecansurvive.Icanonly

havefaiththatherspiritualcallingcanbestrong

enoughtocarryhertroughthetransformation,its

herdestinybecauseshehasaspiritofthewarrior

andhuntman,amakhehlasomemaysay.

IknewshewasagiftedchildbutIdidnotknow

whatgiftsheposses,whenIfoundherwhistling

andclappinghandsinherroomonenightIjust



knewunabalozi,Amabuthoayesebenzisa

izimpempe,amacilingo,izimfengwaneoranything

associatedwithwhistles.

Hercallingwasstartingtoriseandwasharmingher

somehow,Amonthbackshewokeupwithone

deafearsandtherewaswhistlingsoundonthe

other,lateronthatmonthshetouchedSbahle

tummyandtoldhersheispregnantanditsboy.she

talkedaboutSbahleleavingherandbecomingone

withthewater..therealotandthatalonegotmy

wifewirride

SbahlewasshockedandtoldmeImustnotallow

idlozitocommunicatetroughherlikethissheis

stillyoung

"Thisareverypowerfulspirits,FixthisMnguni

yezwa!!!...Sheistooyoungforthislife!!!'Mywife

screamedatmeandIhadtotakeaction,soi

decidedtocombineherceremonywithherbirthday.



Afterspendinghour'sintheancestralroomwith

Makhumaloshefinallyletmego,idlozifinally

agreedbuteveryyearIneedtocalmthemdownby

doingsuchceremonyforzee,yooWazewavelelwa

umtanami,thedateissetfortomorrowIneedto

slaughteragoatforZeeandanddoiladifor

acknowledginghergiftandaskingandpleading

withtheancestorsthattheymustcalmdownand

allowmybabytogrowupatleast

Makhumalo"youmaygorestmykingwehavealot

dotomorrow"

Inoddedandwewentourseparateways,she

retiredtoherroom,IwasmeetbyKokosittingon

herchairdrinkinghercupofTea

Her:youlookexhausted"



Me:ya...AtleastoMngunihaveagreedthatwedo

theceremony"

Koko:that'sGood,..."

Me:I'mtiredkoko...Goodnight"

Her:oohusuyolala?...TellmewhyhasSbahlenot

comedownsinceshegothereissheok?"

Me:maybesheistired"

Her:oooh"shehadalookIneverthoughIwillsee

onherface,Ididnotlikeitonebit,whenIgotinmy

roomandspoketomywifesheAlsohadthatbored

lookonherfacewhenImentionedkokoname,

whathappeningwiththewomeninmylife?,



IunderstandthatkokoChoseSbahleformebut

whyisshegivingheracoldshouldernowwasis

somethingthatSbahledid...Noitcan'tbeSbahle

onlyshowshercrazysidetomeonly,she'svery

humbledandkeeptoherselfmostofthetimebut

what'sthereproblem?

IwasnotgoingtotalkaboutthisnowI'llwaitand

seewhereitsgoingleadfornowIjustwantyo

sleepIhavealottodotomorrowmorning,

Damnwasiwrongthatiwasgoingtohavea

peacefulsleepbecausemyAuntNomakhwezi

cameuninvitedinmydream,Ifoundmyself

walkinginwhitehallwaysthewallsfloorwaswhite,

thehalllookedlikealongtunnelIwalkedtillIsawa

reddoorattheendofthehallwayIsawwhatlooks

likeafigureofpersonseatingdown,Iheard

knockingsounditlikewhoeverwasseatingdown

wasknockingonthatreddoor,whenIcamecloseI

noticethatthepersonsittingdownismyAunt



Nomkwezishelookedlikeshehasbeenstuckin

thisplaceforyears,shelookedverysick,herhalf

buntface,cracksonherfeetandherskinsodry

andwrinkled,noflashjustboneylook

Me:Aunti"shelookedatmehereyeswerefullof

sorrow,Ilookedatherhandstheywerefullof

blood

Me:whatareyoudoinghere?"

Her:myfatherhasturnedhisbackonmeIcan't

crossoverwithouthisforgiveness"

IlookedathershecontinuedtoknockIrealised

thatthedoorwasoncewhiteitsherbloodthathas

stainedthedoortobered

Her:Ineedtospeaktohim,Ineedtoapologize...



PleaseMvelotalktohim..."shecontinuednocking

onthedoor,Iheardlionroarontheothersideof

thedoorandiwokeup,

Iwasfrustratedcanbrotherjustgetpeaceforthe

loveofChristfirstitsthisZeething,andKokois

actingstrangeandnowthisfuckMnguniancestors

aredrivingmecrazy!

Sbahletossedandturnedandherbuttwasrubbing

uponme,sheistheonlythingthatmakessensein

mylifenowIrubbedhertummyandIfoundmy

handtravelingdown

andjustjustlikeIthatIwashard,haycallme

everythingyoulikebutI'maddictedtomywife

pussyandeveryproblemthatIhavestandstill

whenmybodyAndhersareincontact

Makinglovetomywifeeverymorningismoreof



connectingwithherindeeperlevelwecanstaythe

wholedaywithouttouchingeachothershemaybe

busywiththekidsandI'llbebusywithworkwhenI

hitthepillowatnightI'mjustdeadtiresowhen

morningcomesshethefirstthingIwanttofeeland

touchandkiss,Beforeknockingherup,mywife

wasasolid,perkyB-cup.Now,she’satleastaC

Thatmeanstittysuckingisthefirstthingonthe

tableandI’mlovingit.

Her:mmmmMveloI'mtired..."shewasasleepas

Iundressher,

Mywife’sbodyissodifferentlately,it’slikeI'm

makinglovetoawholenewperson.I’msointoit

,Let’sjustsaythere’salotmoretoholdonto,andI

likethat.Gettingevenmorehardjustthinkingabout

it,Ilovethewayshelooksnaked.She’sfucking

beautifulandthesexwithherismindblowing,

Thismightsoundweirdormisogynist,butwhenI



seethesmallnonvisiblebabybump,Ithink,‘Idid

thattoher,’andit’shot.

imNotgonnalie,sometimesIfeelweirdout

becauseit’slikeI’mpokingourkidanditmesses

withmymojo—butnotenoughtomakemelosemy

erectionorgetinthewayoftheaction

IlovecorruptinghermindandIalwaysmakesex

spontaneous,marringahotwomenbringsso

muchpressuremysexgameneedstobeonpoint,I

mustspoilher,loveherunconditionally,my

jealousyisskyhighandfeellikeI'mlosingmymind

whenIseehersmilewithanotherguy,thathow

crazyanddangerouslyinloveIamwithher,our

morningdancelastedalmostahoursheisforever

tiredthisdaysandsexmakesherevenworsesoI

alwaysbathherandtuckherinafteroursession,I

knowshewillsleepthewholemorningandmight

wakeupintheafternoon,Imadeherbreakfasttook

ittoourroomandmademywaytoMakhumalo



Her:youneedtospeaktoyourgrandfather"_that

whatshesaidafterItoldheraboutmydream,she

promisedtocontinuewiththearrangementfor

Zitheloceremonytonight.

Imademywaytotheroyalgardenthisare

forbiddengroundsonlyfamilyisallowedtocome

thisside,gogoNdonistartedthisgardenSmalland

itgrewandnowlooksmassive,seasoncomeand

gobutthisgardenneverstopgrowingfruitsand

beingforevergreen,Isportedhimseatingonhis

rocklookingattheriverahead

Him:ifyoucametotalkaboutKhwezidon'twaste

yourbreath"

Isighandlookedathim,mygrandfatherisaveery

quietpersonandsometimesIcanspendadaywith

himwithoutexchangingwordsthathowheis,Ifear



thathehaslosthishumanityside,hemoreofa

wildlionnowrunningfreeandbeingouttherethen

here

Me:Ididn'tthinkIwillfindyouhere"

Him:IonlycamebackbecauseIsmelledyour

scentlastnightwhenIwalkedpasthere"

Me:howareyou?"

Heshookhishead

Him:I'moldjustlostanothertoothaneedalioness

thatcanhuntformemenow"

Me:whyhuntwhenwecanfeedyou"



Him:fastfoodismoretasty"

Ilaughed

Me:NomakhweziwantstocrossoverMkhulu".

Him:shecan'tgeteverythingshewantswhenshe

wantsit...."

Me:Mngunilet'sfreeher"

Him:Ican'tdothatnotinthislifetimeorthenext"_

Me:uwenaukhiya"

Him:iknow...."_



Iopenedmymouthandcloseditashelookedatme

withlightblueeyes

Him:I'vealwaystriedtodotherightthing,and

accordingtotheworld’sterms,theroyalhouseand

mypeople

Ihadabeautifulfamily,wifeandkidsIwas

successfulandtheworldwasmyoyster

Iwasontoptopofmygame,didallthethingsI

thoughtIwassupposedtodoFormyfamilyandmy

people

andittookyourAuntgreedyhearttodestroy

everything,herevilheartkilleverythingIholdclose

tomyheartandwhenshestabbedmeIlookedat

herintheeyesandtoldherthatIwillholdyoukeys

totheafterlife,shelaughedatmeasshepushed

thedaggerinmyguts,



Nomacawewassupposetoletmediethatday,

becauselookedatmenow,I'mstuckinalionbody

IfeelhomelessbecauseIcan'tevensetfootinmy

ownhousewithoutscaringpeopleawayI'mreliving

theTheAftermath,dayinanddayout

Andyouwantmetoforgivethatanimalnever!!"

Me:sheisourblood..."_

Hejumpedofftherockandstoodtallinfrontofme

Me:wehadbattlesandbloodiedoneanother,we

hadkeptsecrets,brokenhearts,lied,betrayed,

exiled,wehadwalkedaway,saidgoodbyeand

swornitwasforever,andsomehow,everytime,we

hadmended,wehadtoforgive,wesurvived

Mkhulu.Somemistakescouldneverbefixed-some,

butnotall.Somepeoplecan'tbedrivenaway,no



matterhowhardwetry,sheisourbloodfinditin

yourhearttoforgiveher"

Him:stopdwellinginapastmysonandfocuson

thepresent,historyisslowlyrepeatingitself,but

yourgoodheartonlyseegoodinpeople,youking

nowvulaamehlo"

Me:Idon'tunderstand"

Him:Ifinditodd-thegreedofmankind.People

onlylikeyouforaslongastheyperceivetheycan

getwhattheywantfromyou.Orforaslongasthey

perceiveyouarewhotheywantyoutobe.ButIlike

peopleforalloftheirchangingsurprises,the

thoughtsintheirheads,thewarmththatchangesto

coldandthecoldthatchangestowarmth...for

beinghuman.Therawnessofbeinghumancan

turnfamiliesagainstfamilies"



Me;whatareyoutalkingabout"

Him:thereisstoryyourgrategreatgrandfather

Somdalausetotellitwaspasseddownfrom

generationtogenerationandnowI'mtellingtoyou'

Myson,there’sabattlebetweentwowolvesinside

usall.

OneisEvil.It’sanger,jealousy,greed,resentment,

inferiority,liesandego.

TheotherisGood.It’sjoy,peace,love,hope,

humility,kindness&truth.”

Theboythoughtaboutit,andasked:

“Grandfather,whichwolfwins?”

Theoldmanquietlyreplied:



“Theoneyoufeed.”...Solookaroundyouandseeif

youtonotalionfeastingwithwolfs"_

Heleftmetherepuzzledandwalkedaway,Iheard

GogoNdonispeakingIclosedmyeyesandIsaw

herspeakingtoSbahle,shewasunderwaterin

bathtub...IranbacktothehouseandIheardZee

screamingiranevenfaster

myheartwasbeatingoutsidemymouthIfound

herinthebathroomfloordrenchedandrockingZee,

"whatdidyousee"...Shelookedatmepuzzled

shewasoutofit,Isuddenlyfeltscaredhowlong

wassheunderwater?Howlongwassheholding

herbreath,thebaby...no!

.



.

.

Fewchaptersleft...Typingwithoneeyeopen...Did

notedit...sorrygramaandspellingerror...Shotme

ke
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.Sbahle

Mvelo:ZithelogocallMakhumalo"shelookedat

herfatherandbackatmeInodded

Me:gobabyIwillstillbeherewhenyoucomeback



"

Shegotupfrommeanddashoff,Mvelohelpedme

standup,Iwashopingtogetamillionquestions

fromhimbutno,Hehelpedmetakeoffmywet

pyjama,driedmybody

Me:Imusthavebeensleepwalking..."

Him:hasithappenedbefore?"Hisvoicewassoft

Me:yaawhenIwasyoungmyfatherfoundmeby

theriverbankyouknowthelandalongsideabodyof

water."

Hestoppedandlookedatme

Him:howoldwereyou?"



Me:Idon'tknowaboutZeeagemaybeolder,"

Him:howlongwereyouaway"

Me:fromtheworrylookIreceivedwhenIgotback

itcouldhavebeenday,weeksmonths...Idon't

knowIwastoyoungtoremember"_

Him:hasyourMontalkedaboutthisbefore?"

Ishookmyhead"theyneversaidanything,allI

knowisthatmyfatherdidsomethinglikea

ceremonyorafeastthankingourancestors ...I

don'tknowthedetailsMveloIwaswaytooyoung"

Him:Iunderstand..."



Istillcan'tbelievethatIwassleepwalkingand

endedupinabathtubfullofwateroutoffallplaces

andispoketotheriverthathasn'thappenedfor

years...TothinkofiteversincemyfatherdiedI

haveneverhadsuchdreamslikethis,helookedat

mewithaworrylookandhelpedmeputonworm

clothson

Him:weneedtogotoDr"

Me:I'mfineMvelo"

Helookeddown"weneedtocheckonthebaby"

Iheldmymouth"oohmyGod!!"

Istoodupandhepulledmetohisarms,Iwas

cryingnowIhaveforgottenthatI'mevenpregnant,



Me:I'msosorry...WhathaveIdone?"

Him:babyItsnotyourfault,pleasecalmdown...

Stressisnotgoodforyouorthebaby"

Me:weneedtogonow"Iangrilywipedmytears,

wewereabouttowalkoutofourroomwhen

MakhumalowalkedinwithZee,sheneversteps

footinourroom buttodayshesteppedinand

placeherhandonmytummy,shethenlookedat

meandnodded

"hisOK...TheBabyisOK,"_

Zeewasholdingontomyhandforherdearlife,

Me:areyousure"



ShenoddedIknowIshouldbetrustingMakhumalo

butIjustwanttohearmybabysheartbeatandbe

surethathisOK,

Me:thankyoumabutIneedtoheremybaby's

heartbeatMvelopleasetakemetoaDr"

ShelookedatMvelo

Mvelo:wewon'tbelong ..._"

Ipulledmybabybyherhandipulledhertotheside

andkneeleddown

Me:hlehleisOKbabyok"

Shedidn'tsayanythingbuthuggedme,convincing

hertostaybehindwasanotherstorybecauseme



andherfatherhadtogoseeaDr,

ThankGodforMakhumalo,shewasabletoget

troughtoherandrescuedmefromhertears.

DrivingtotheDrmeandMvelowewerelostinour

ownworld,thecarwassilentbutnotinan

awkwardway,Mvelowasmilesawaywayin

thoughtandwasjustlookingoutsidethewindowtill

somethingcaughtmyeyes

Me:stopthecarMvelo"

Him:what?_"

Me:stopthecarnow!!!"

TheminutehestoppedthecarIjumpedoutandran



towardsthelightthatwascallingme

.

.

KokoNomacawe****

Ivisitthegardeneverydayinhopesofspending

timewithNkosiyabantu,butithasbeenmonths

sinceIlastsawhim,evenwhenIdohewilljust

walkawayfromme,foranoldladyI'mprettylonely

thissupposetobethebestdaysofmylife

surroundedbyfamilyandfriendsbutIconstantly

walkinshadows,theonepersonIthoughwillnever

leavemysideisalsogivingmecoldshoulder,"It’s

verycommonthatpeoplefindthemselvesinlong-

termrelationshipsfeelinglonely...Justdon'tgive

uponhim,hishumanityisslowlyleavinghimand

hestartingtoenjoythewildbuthewillcome



around "Makhunalosays

Butwhywillmyhusbandactthiswayafter

everythingIhavedonehegoesandleaveme,Ifeel

dissatisfiedwiththisfamilytheyaregoodatusing

peopleandtakeoffoncethereneedsaremeetI

understandthathisstuckinthebeastbodyandhe

canneverbeamentome,sonowleavingmeishis

option,whodoIhaveifIdon'thavehim,

IsawMveloandSbahlerushingofftothecarI

wonderwhathappeningnow...Iaskedtheservant

whenIgotinsidethehousetheytoldmethat"

Ndlonkuluisnotfeelingwell"Ireallydonotlikeit

whentheycallherthat,itmakesmefeelsmall,I'm

stilltheQueenmotherofthishousebuteveryoneis

disregardingthatsincefreshandyoungmeatwas

crowned

"issheOK?"



Servant:NgonyamarushedhertothehospitalI

don'tknow?"

Me:whereisMakhumalo"

Serv:sheintheancestralroom"theyhelpedmeto

myroomIsetdown

Me:youmaygo"

Serv:Ndlovukazi"

ShebowedandleftImademywaytothedoorand

lockedit,Itookmymatandkneeleddownandtried

lightingacandleIneedtoseewhatgoingbutevery

timewhenIstrikethelightonthematchboxandtry

tolightthewhitecandleitblewoffandburnsout,I

wasgettingveryimpatientandannoyedeversince



Sibahlecametothishousemypowersareslowly

fading,itslikesheshieldingmefromseeingthe

future...Itookaglasswithwaterandcalledthe

Mnguniname,buttheglassstartedtoshakeandit

felldownspillingthewateronthefloor,fromthenI

knewsomethingwaswrongitseithertheancestors

areangrywithmeorI'mnotsupposetoseewhatI

wanttosee

Ifeltcoldbreezeonthebackofmyneck,aspirit

justvisitedme,

"whatdoyouthinkyouaredoing?"

IslowlyturnedaroundandIsawTheDlonkuluthe

FirstWifeofNkosiyabantusheneverlikedmeI

haveneverseenherspiriteversinceshedied,and

herlookprovesshenotheretohaveafriendlychat,

shestillbeautifulaseverbutdamnshewasahot

headlalingafakwashestillisfromthelookofthings

now,deathmustbegoodtohershestilllookslike



anAngelbutgotheatofthedevil

Me:Ndlovukazi"

ShelookedatmeandIdecidedtodothelastthingI

thoughIwillhavetodoinmylifebowdownfor

anotherwomen,I'mQueenmotherforGodsake!

"youalwayswantedwhatwasnevermeantforyou,

firstyoudidittome,seduceyourwaytomy

husbandlifetotaketheseatmythroneandnow

yourvindictiveheartwanttotakethatwayfrommy

grandsonandtherightfulQueen?Ucabanfaukuthi

uyiniwena!!"theroomshookabittothesoundof

hervoice

Islowlyrisesandlookedather

"whyyoustillinmyseat!!'



Me:theQueenI'dstillyoungtotaketheseat"

Her:hayfursekwena!!!IdidnotaskaboutQueen

Sibahle...Wenausafunanilakwani...?Whatgame

areyoutryingtoPlayNomacawe??"

Ilookedat

Me:youforgetthatifitwasn'tformethehouseyou

callahomewillbenothingwithoutme"

Her:youforgetwhoyoutalkingto"shemadeher

waytowardsme,I'mtooldtorunorhideifthisis

mytimesobeit,

Me:youalsoforgettingwhoyoutalkingto...your

spoiledbratdestroyedthisfamilyIhadtoworkmy

fingerstothebonetorebuildthisroyalhouse,



reunitethisfamilyandthisisthethanksI'mgoing

toget?"

Her:youdideverythingyoudidformyhusband"

Me;youforgetI'mmarriedtohimto"

Her:andwhenyoudieyouwillleavenolegacy

whilemybloodwillleaveonandyoucallyourselfa

wife???"

Thatwasalowblowanditreallyhithome

Me:IammyownlegacyI'mQueenofthe

NgonyamavalleyfirstQueentorulethislongalone

withnomenbyhersideandthinkyouiwillstep

down,never!!"



Her:itsnotyourseattokeep"

MeV:Idon'tseenooneclaimingit!!!"

Shelaughedandclappedherhands

"wow!!!Youreallydoknowwhatyouupagainst...

Youdon'tknowwhosheis...Nomacawestepdown

sheiswaytopowerfulthenyouwilleverbe...I

hopeshewon'tcometopowerwhileyoustillon

thatseatbecauseallhellwillbrakelooseifshe

does

Ilookedatherandshehadthatconnivingsmile

Her:youknowIcameforafightherebutIthinkI

willenjoywatchingtherightfulQueenstripyouof

thissmallpoweryouthinkyouhaverightnow"



Shelaughedandvanishedleavingherlaughter

echoingonthewalls,Itookaglassandsmashedit

onthewall,nxaIhatethatwomen!!!

.

.

Nola***

"mamyoumaygothrough"

Ismiled,stoodupandmademywaytohisoffice,

nomatterhowmanytimeswemeetthismanstill

intimidatestheshitoutofme

Me:GoodafternoonMzamo"



Helookedupandsidesmileitwasnotcloseto

beinggenuinebutatleastthatgavemecourageto

putonabravefaceasimademywastomyseat

oppositehim,hisColognewastooverpowering,

hissilverwatchspokemillionsandthatshirtlooked

toogoodonhimasifhisadvertisingit,ifonlyhe

wasnotajerkhewouldhavebeen'theguy'

Him:Nolawhatapleasantsurprise,whatbrings

youheretothelandofthelionslittlelamb"

Ifoldedmylegsandlookedathim,Itried

maintainingeyecontactbutfailedmiserably

Me:wellZithelobirthdaypartyistomorrowandI

thoughIshouldsurpriseher"

Him:wowtheyinvitedyou?"



Me:No...ButIamZeegodmotherandIhaveevery

righttobeinherspecialday"

Him:Isee...SowhatareyoudoingherelasttimeI

checkthepartyisdowntheroadanditstomorrow"

Iswallowedashiseyesburnedmeandlooked

down

Me:whyyouneverboughtmeoutofthecampany"

Him:ahhha...Sothisisnotjustasocialvisit...

Wowyouwaitedalmost5monthstoaskmethat?"

Ilookeddown,Ihatewhatthispeopledid

ZithelologisticsswasSlibabythatcompanywe

startedfromnothingandthisMngunipeoplejust

decidedtobutoutallourshareholdersleavingme

behind,nooneapproachedmeformysliceofthe



pie,Trevorhadtheaudacity

tocometomyofficeandsay"continueworkas

normaltheonlythingthatwillchangeisI'llbeyour

payroll"Ithoughtaboutquittingsomanytimes

butthoughtofZitheloshemustknowthat,that

companywasbuiltforherbyMeandhermother

andherfathertookitfromus,butIcan'tdoitany

more,youcanneverwinafightwiththispeople

Me:Iwanttosell"

Him:thatneverhappened"

Ilookedathim,hecan'tforcemetostayIneedto

cutalltieswiththisfamilyasmuchasIlovemy

companyIcannotworkwiththeMngunithere

blocksuckinganimalsandthatnothowIdo

business



Me:youcan'tkeepmehereagainstmywillIguess

youwillbehearingfrommylawyersoon"

Helaughedandstooluphemovedacrossthetable

andstoodagainstthetablenexttome

Him:mostpeoplestudyforyearstryingtomuster

technicsofrunningasuccessfulbusinessand

thereisjustahandfulthatwasbornwithagiftto

lead,Silindilewasafaceofthiscompanyandyou

werethebrainsandsweatbehindeverything,all

majoraccountswehaveisbecauseofyou,sowhy

wouldyouwantyogiveupwhatyoudobestforthe

sakeofwhat..ammm,loyalty...friendship...

Sisterhood?...Iletyoustayinyourposition

becauseyougoodatwhatyoudoandtherestwere

justbenefitingonyourhardwork....Inbusiness

anempireisbuildintears,bloodandhadwork...

Whateverthisconsciousyouhavethrowitoutof

thewindow...Itsaweakness"hesteppedaway

frommeandstoodbyhiswindowlookingoutside



Him:Ineedyourfinalrulingonthatproposalfrom

theKanandKen.ptylimitedbyMondaymorning"

Me:justgratetakingbreadfromanothermouthit

wassupposetofeed"_

Him:itsbusinessNola...NotpersonalIguess

Mondayitis"

Inoddedforgettingthathecan'tseeme

Me:yessir.."Ifoundmyselfsayingwasn'tIhere

toquitemyjob...Butwhydoeshemakesomuch

sensethatIfoundmyselfthinkingthatitwasjusta

stupididearaisingitupinthefirstplace

Him:how'sVeli?"



Me:sheholdingup..."

Him:shestillleaveswithyou?"

Me:yes..._"

Him:knocksumsenseinherchildishbrainthat

shemuststopthispitypartyandpickherselfupno

manwantstobewithadesperateweakwomen"

.

.

Mvelo***



AfterrunningafterSbahleIfoundherkneelingin

frontofthewaterfall,thisisthesamewaterfall

whereGogoNdoniresideitsdeepintheforestand

whenyouinhighwayyoucannotseeit,Idon't

knowhowSbahleknewitwasherebutIcouldtell

tellthatsomethingorsomeonecalledherhere ,

shewasholdinghermouthandotherhandonher

chest

Me:baby...Sthandwasami..."_

Shepointedatthewaterfallandtearsgushedout

Me:Sbahleyouscaringme...What'swrong?"

Her:thisistheriver..Thewaterfall...ThedreamI

don'tknow...Thisisit...IttheplaceIcometoevery

night..."



Istoodbackandlookather,shelookeddifferent

Sbahleisbeautifulbutrightnowshewasglowing

Me:youcomingintopower...Yourealizingwhoyou

are?"

Shelookedatme"whatareyoutalkingabout"

Me:itsnotmyplacetotell,youneedtofindthaton

yourown"

Her:Mvelo!!Youknewaboutthisandyoukeptit

fromme?"

Me:Idon'tknowGoddamnitSbahle...Ihaveno

cluewhatitis.allIknowitthatyouhaveagiftand

themoreyouincontactwithnaturalwaterthemore

youfeedintoitanditsbecomespowerful..."I

lookedatthewaterhisitsuddenlybecamestilland



stoppedmovingwhenshestartedshouting,she

didnotnoticenothing

Shestoodupandheldherheadwalkingaround,

whileIlookedattheskycreatingarainbowoverthe

waterfall

Her:whatdoihave?WhatamIMvelo...Youarea

seertellme...readmypalm shayaamathambodo

something...JusttellmewhyhaveIbeenseeing

thisveryplaceandthiswaterfallinmydreamsmy

entirechildhoodlife?"_

Me:IhavetriedsoMannytimemamakhebutthere

isaVailthat'sblockingmetoseeyourdestiny"_

Her:whyisthisriverkeepscallingmyname,today

Ialmostputmybaby'slifeindangerbecausethis

samewaterfallwascallingmyname,whydoI

keephearingthishumming,ZitheloevensaidI



mustnotgotolakebecauseitwilltakemeandnow

this?"

ShewasshakingIdidn'tknowwhattodo,allI

knowisthat.GogoNdoniholdsalltheanswer,

Me:babeyourdreamhavemoresignificancefor

spirituallygiftedPearsonevenifyoudon'tregard

yourselfassuchbutitwillalwaysbethere,

Ifyoudreamthatyou'reinwater,orincontactwith

water,itcouldbeasignthatyouneedacleansing

orconnectwithwaterinmorespirituallevelandyou

willneedtopraynearwaterfordaystohavethat

connection,Waterisprofoundlyliberatingand

goodforyouandyourspiritbabeIthinkitstimewe

considerdoingit"

.



.

Tobecontinue
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Sbahle***

weendedupnotgoingtotheDrIwasanemotional

rackandMvelotookmehome,wemadeaquick

stoptotheancestralroomIhardlygetinvitedto

thisroomandImustsayMakhumaloandMveloare

cleanfreaks,theroomlooksnothinglikean

ancestralroomisigodlo,

ItlooksmorelikeanAfricanartgalleryeverything

isplacedintherightplacetobringoutthewowin

thisroom.Makhumalodidherthing



"Idon'tseeherfuture"shesaidsittingdown

lookingatme

Mvelo:whatdoyoumeanmama?"

Makhumalo:herdestinyisblocked,shehighly

protectedbydivinespirit"

Me:Idon'tunderstand"

Makhumalo:youinthisjourneyaloneNdlovukazi,

whentimeisrightthepathwillbeshowntoyou"

Mvelo:sheispregnantmamawhataboutthebaby?

"

Makhumalo:Ithinkthatwhysheiscominginto

poweritsbecauseofthatroyalseedinsideofher,



sheisthemotherofthelionandsheneedtobe

strongandhavefaithinthehigherbeingthatwill

guideherinrealizinghertruepower"

IheldontoMvelohandandhedidtheunthinkable

andpulledmewithhisonearmandmademerest

myheadonhischest,makhumalolookedintothe

mpephosmoke"Sheneedstogohomehermother

willsharesomelightthatallIcouldsee"Ifelt

defeatedanotherdeadend.

Imademywaytoourroomandsetonthebalcony

viewingthebeautifulmountainofmykingdom,

Mvelo:youneedtoeatsomething"

Me:I'mnothungry"

Him:itsnotforyoubutforourson"



Ilookedathimandtookthetreyfromhishand,he

setnexttomepulledmylegsandplacethemonhis

lapandstartedrubbingthem

Him:howdoyoufeel?"

Me:I'mlostIdon'tevenknowifI'mcomingor

goingatthispoint"

Him:weinthistogether"

InoddedforapersonwhosaidIwasnothungry

fewsecondsbackIendedupcleaningmyplate,

Mvelotookitfrommeandplaceditonthetable

Me:whenyoustartedhowwasitlike?"



Heraisedhiseyebrowandlookedatme

Me:youjourney,yourcalling?"

Hebreathloudandlookedahead

"thereweredaysthatIcriedandtoldGodtotake

me,Iwasverysick,PamthoughtI'mcrazyandi

wasinandoutofhospitals,Ilostsomuchweight

andIjustwantedtodie,IfeltlikeIwasonhellon

earth,lotofthingshappenedtomethatIdidnot

understandandworstpartIwasraisedthewestern

wayandknewnothingaboutAfricanculture,

somycallingalmostkilledmebabe"

Ilookeddown



Me:willIgotroughthataswell?"

Heshookhisheadandheldmyhand

Him:Idon'tthinksoyoudonothaveanan

ancestralcallingbuthavethisdivinepowerthatis

notfromthisworld"

Hethenkissedmyhand

Him;IgotyoubabeandI'mgoingtobebyyour

sidetroughitall"Ijumpedtohisarmsandhugged

him,

Him:oneofthisdaysyougoingtokillmewiththis

massivehugs"

Me:thatwhyyouspendhoursinthegymsoyou



canhandleit"

Welaughed,Iwasnowseatingonhislapandhe

wasrubbingmysmallbump

Him:youscaredmetoday,Idon'tknowwhatIwill

doifIeverloseyou"

Me:don'ttalklikethatMvelo"

Him:youdon'tunderstandhowmuchIloveyou

SbhahleEversinceIfoundyouthingshavefeltso

right,theymakesense.WithyouIfeellikeI’ve

discoveredmypurposeandIdon’tfeelaslost.With

youI’mthehappiestI’veeverbeen.ButI’mscared

oflosingyou.

IknowyoulovemetooandsometimesI'mjustan

assthatIjusthaveahardtimeshowingittoobut



knowthatmylifeissweetbecauseyouarepartofit.

MylifeisbeautifulbecauseIfoundyou.Youhave

becomepartofmyjoysincetheveryfirsttimeIset

myeyesonyou.Youtaughtmethemeaningof

passion,desireandlovethroughthepowerofyour

caringvirtue.Evenwhenyourefusetoletme

understand,Icansensethedeeploveyouhavefor

meinyoureyes.Iloveyou,MaBhenhunotonlyfor

whatyouare,butforwhatIamwhenIamwithyou.

Andlosingyouwillbethedeathofme"

Me:babe"hewipedthetearsfrommyeyes"I'm

notgoinganywhereIpromisetogooldandgrey

withyou"Irubbedhislipswithmythumbbefore

kissinghim,IjumpedoffhimtheminuteIrealise

whatabouttohappenedirantothebathroomand

threwup,hewasrubbingmybackallthetime,

whatfeltlikealifetimeofvomitingIfinallylifted

myheadupfromthetoiletseat

Me:youbabyjustruinedtheperfectmoment"



Him:hisjustjelouseofourlove"Ismiledashe

helpedmeupandflushedthetoiledIrinsedmy

mouthashehuggedmefrombehind

"dady....Hle-hleMamaiscallingyou,shesaidits

time"

Me:canIsleepthisoneout"

IaskedMvelolookingathiminthemirror,hedid

notsayanythingbutlookedatZeeandbackatme,

IknewhewastryingtosaythatZeewillneedmein

there

Iputonmydoekandascarfonmyshouldersand

heldZeehandaswewalkeddown,weweremeet

withMakhumalosprinklingsomethingonthedoor

step,



Makhumalo:youmayseatthisoneoutKoko,Ionly

needtheparentofthechild"

IlookedbehindmeandsawKoko,

Koko:why?"

Makhumalo:abaphansibashonjalo"

Koko:thenWhyisshegoingin"

By'SHE'shewasreferringtome

Mvelo:angizwanga??????"Hewasmad,Icould

seeitinhiseyes



Makhumalo:areyouquestioningtheMnguni

ancestorsnow?"

Shegavemeanastylookandturnedback

Makhumalo:Mnguni...Idon'tneedthatenergy

insidethisroom,youcangocooloffwewillwait

foryou"

Henodded

Him:ZeegoinsideletmetalktoHle-hle"she

walkedinandMvelopulledmetothesideofthe

room.

Me:areyouo..."IdidnotfinishHewasalready

kissingmeandpullingmetohim,hewas

devouringmylipsandandhishandswere

squashingmywaistwhilethistongueinvadesmy



mouth,theintensityofhiskissgotmefloutingabit

hepulledoutandIfinallyicouldcatchmybreath

Me:wow"

Him:nowI'mok"wegiggledasIplacedmyhead

onhischest.

TheceremonywassuccessfulandthankGod

isithunywasivuminletoallowmybabygirltogrow

upandleaveherlifewithoughtthecallinghanging

overherhead,itwasmyfirsttimeseeingMveloin

hiselementswithamabhayiandbeadsandinthe

zonecommunicatingwithizidalwa,andgirlsthe

menlookedHotIcan'tbelievediminlovewithI

sangoma.

AgoatwasslaughteredandZeehadhergoatskin

wristsbandonherwrist,thethreeofussleptinone

bedbutIwokeupwithZeegone,itsherbirthdays



partytodayandIhadtomakesurethateverything

goesaccordingly,asmuchasIhiredanevent

planerIstillwanttobehandsontomybaby

birthdaypartypreparation,I'mhopingthatSli

showsupforZeesakebutfromthelooksofitI

don'tthinkshewillcome.

"whyyoudidn'twakemeup"

Hewasholdingmecloseontheshower,Mvelosex

appetiteisjusttoomuchformeattimeswishto

saynobuthismyhusbandandmybodyishis,he

isalreadyhardandhishandsarecaressingmy

body"Iwantyoubabe"mybodyisalready

betrayingmeIfeelhimkissmyneckandrubbing

mybreast

Me:Babyineedtobedownstairstocheckhowthe

setuplookslike"



Him:mmm"hisonefingermadehiswayinsideme

[removed]

"fuckbabythatwasmindblowing"Ijustlooked

tookhim,

"babe"helookingatme

Igavehimthehandandstoodup,shithedida

numberonmeandhiscomewasslidingdownmy

legs

Him:what'swrong?"

Me:IhatethispositionMvelo,itspainful...AndI'm

neverdoingitagain"



Him:ItoldyouyoutobandHle-hlesoyouwon't

feelpain"

Me:soitsmyfault?Iinflictedpainonmyself???

lookatthatthingyoucallapenisandlookatme,

I'minexperiencewhenitcomestosexMveloand

whenisayithutsithurts"

Imademywaytothebathroomandlockedthedoor

"GodImarriedsexedict"

.

.

Tobecontinue...[removed]willbeonVisionary

writingandthegroup
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Sbahle****

Itsabirthdaypartyandallourfriendsdecidedto

cometrough,wellmostofthemhavekidsso

BonganiandGugucamewiththeresoccerteam

can'tbelievetheguyhas5childrenwow

"Ionlymother'sthreedon'tlookatmelikethat"

Gugusaidseepingherwineasifweaskedher

LangaandZoecamewithLubanziandMpumetwo

kidsanddamnwasIhappythatMpumedidnot

showup.



Zoe:Ican'tbelieveNalediistakingherbabystep

now"

Me:sheisbiggirlnowshedoesn'tevenwantto

stay10mininmyarms"shewipedhertears

ZoestillCry'swhenshelooksatPam'skids,Idon't

knowhowitsliketoloseaclosefriendbutIseeitin

ZoefacewhenPamnamecomeup

Shevisitsthekidsalmosteverymonthwhensheis

free,

toreliefSbumomandIonlytakethemduring

holidaysweallmotheringthemsothattheywillnot

feelthepainandlossoftheremom,yeswecan

neverbeclosetobeingPamintherelivesbutwe

wanttobethebestAuntsthattheyrelayon.



Wewerebusylookingatthekidsplayingand

runningaround,tillIsawsomethingstrange

"Isitmeordoesthosetwoboyslooklikeyou"

IlookedatZoe

Her:welltheyaremybrothers"

Me:what?,somescaryguycamewiththisboys

thismorningisheyou're?...."

Shelaughed"thatKevanandnohisnotmyfather,

myauntmarriedKevinwhowasoncedatingmy

motherandmadethoseboyswithhim,Ialsohave

anolderbrotherfatheredbyKevinandmomyou

willseehimoneday"



Me:wowtheyseemtohavehadapastImeanyour

momandKeven...Andhedecidedtoleavehisbaby

mamaandmarryyouraunt?"

Zoe:wellmyAuntisoneofaking,besidesonly

foundoutthatIhavehalfbrotherslikefewyears

back,theyalsodidnotknowaboutme,

anditsfunnyhowmyAuntmarriedamanwho

oncesleptandmadekidswithmymother...Iguess

fatewantedmetoconnectwithmysiblings"

Me:whywouldyourmomkeepsuchasecrete?"

Her:bitsme..Sotrustmenomancanstandmy

mom,myfatherbrokeher"

Me:what?"



Sindy:Whenyou'vebeeninanemotionallyabusive

relationship,openingyourselfuptoloveagainisan

uphillbattle.Youwanttotrustandloveagainbut

youcan'thelpbutworrythatyou'llfallforanother

manipulative,controllingtypesomemancabbe

patientwithyousomejustgiveupwaytoeasily,

sheneedawholelotoffixingforhertoloveortrust

again"

Me:oohI'msorryIdidn'tknow"

Zoe:Itscoolbabeonedaywillhaveagirlssleep

overandwillhavethoseoneononecrying,eating

anddrinkinggirlsnightandIwilltellyoueverything

thereistoknowaboutZoe"

Me:I'msolookingforwardtoit"

Gugu:theresomethingaboutyouSbahleIknow



youbeautifulbutdamnyouglowingnow"

Sindy:dickmustbegood"

Gigu:everythingisaboutdicktoyou"

Sindy:theworldrevolvesaroundit"

Weallbustoutandlaughed,westillhavenottold

anyoneaboutmebeingpregnantwewaitingtillI

turn3months.

Thehousewasbuzzingwithkidssomekidsinvited

werefromthesurroundingroyalhouseandsome

wereMvelobusinesspartnerskids.

thethemewasMarvelandmybabywasdressas

ironman,Isometimesfeellikethatgirlismoreofa



boythenagirl.IfeltashadowblockingmeIlooked

upandsmiled.

"hiHle-hleI'msorryI'mlate"yoothisnameis

trendingnow,

"Godthisname...Andyoualsocallingmethat

Mbali"

Ijumpedupfrommyseatandhuggedher

Her:itscatchyandfuntocallout"

Ilaughed

Me:Ithoughtyouwerenotcoming"itsgoodtosay

thatmeandherhavedevelopedagoodfriendship,

wechattalotandfunnyhowwehavealotin



common,

Her:youalmostkilledmewhenImissedyour

weddingiwasnotgoingtomissZeebirthday"

ShesetnexttomeandGuguadjustedhertop

showinghercleavageDcupbreast,

Gugu:yousohot"

Zoe:gugu!"

Gigu:"amIlyingSindy?"

SindylookedatMbaliandclickedhertongue

Me:OKwhatgoingon?"



Zoe:MbaliisdatingJabu,Sindylittlesister"

Me:getoutofhere!!Jabuisyoursister...Tocome

tothinkofityoutwolookalike"_

Mbali:SindyisjustbeingdramaticImeanmeJabu

andIhavebeenonandoffforfouryearsnow,and

shestillthinksI'mtheonewhoinfluencedher

sexuality"

"shewas14andyouwere18whenyoustartedthis

thingwithher"sindyscoffed

Mbali'pointofcorrectionIwas17SindyandIdid

notplantofallinlovewithyoursister...Nor

influencedhertobelesbianshewasbornthatway

andmatterofafactsheapproachedme...Andthe

restishistory'"



Sindy:Iknowmysistersheisnotlikeyou!!"

Zoe:SidisiwegoodLordcanyouzipit!!!"Mbali

shookherhead

Mbali:Hle-hle.,ZoeandMiss,nicetoseeyoubut

I'mnotgoingtoseathereandexplainmyselftoher

Weillbewiththeboys"

Mbalistoodupandkissedmeonthecheekand

walkedaway

Me:Sindythatwasoutofline"

Sidy:ungazingeniSbahle!"

Me:yousavethattoneandthewayyoutalkto



peopleIconsiderfamilyoutofmyhouseSiyezwana

!!"

Shelookedatmewithhermouthdroppedand

lookedaway

Gugu:wellIdon'tmindhavingheronaside,girl

gotmewetjustbylookingather"

Zoe:youandmebothbabe"

Weallbustoutandlaughed,whileSindycontinued

pouting.

IfoundMveloonhisphoneandbusyonhislaptop

inourbedroom,hiseyesalmostpoppedoutwhen

hesawme



Me:reallyMvelo...Youbusywithworkonour

daughterbirthday!!!!"

Mvelo"aaaahhhh...MikewillchatlaterIjustgot

busted"hedroppedthecallandfollowedmetothe

closetIhadtochangemytopsinceZeedecidedto

huggedmewithhandsfulloficecream,Itooka

cleanT-shirtIwasabouttoputitonputhetookit

frommeandtookapictureofme

Him:infewmonthstimeyouwillahavebeachball

asatummyletmeenjoythismomentwhileyoustill

looksexy"

Me:I'mstillangryatyou"

Him:comeonbabeIsaidI'msorry,hewrappedhis

handsaroundme



Me:I'mtiredofspreadingmylegstoyouIwishyou

canslowdownyoursexdrive"

Him:INI?whereisthiscomingfrom?"

Me:youwantingsexallthetime"

Him:itsmyrighttohavemycakeandeatit

MabhengungathiyouforgettingthatI'myou

husband"heletgoofme

Me:MnguniIknowmyroleinthishouseasyou

wifebutmnyeniWamipragnentandIneedabrake

andthismorningyouwerearoughandyoukinda

hurtme"Ilookeddown

Him:I'msorry...IreallyamIgotcarriedawaybut

babeyoudelicious,juicyandworm andtightIjust

can'tgetenoughofyou"



"ngiyajabulaifngikwanelisaMngunibutcanwe

haveatwoweekswithoutmakingloveplease"I

said

Him:twoweekscomeonSbahleyoukillingme

here"

Igavehimpuppyeyes"

Him:damnitSbahledontdothat..4daysatleast

Me:aweeksandthatfinal"

Heletgoofmeandlookedatme

"ononeconditions,let'sdoitnowthenIwilltake

youoffer..."



Me:mvelowegotguest"hewasabouttounzipmy

jeans

Him:shitwhoinvitedthen?"

Me:you!"

Welookedateachotherandwebustoutand

laughed,

Wemadeourwaydownstairsholdinghandsand

wefoundZeewithNoladownstairs

Mvelo"Nola?"_

Nola:Trevor"_shelookedathimforthelongesttime

andthenlookedatme



"_GoodafternoonSibahle"Ijustnodded

Me:I'llbewiththegirlsoutside"hekissedmy

cheek,thisNolawomenjustlookedatmeI'mnot

sureifshewasdebatingtosmileorwhat,butI'm

gladsomeonefromSlisideshowedupforZee,

"Sibahle"IturnedAndlookedather

Her:IhopeIcouldstillfewminutesofyourtime"_I

lookedatMvelowhowasbusywithZeebuthis

eyeswereonme_

Me:ok..."

IleadhertothesitttingroomIopenedthesliding

doorthatseparatethelobbyandsittingroomwe

seatdownandshefoldedherlegs,thiswomenis



gorgeous

ShehasfuturesofIndianorSomalian,herumbrella

eyelashes,darkbrowneyes,trimmedeyebrows,

hernaturalmakeuplooksdopeonherandshe

foreverhasaheadscarfon,showingalittlebitof

curlyhairinthefront,

shegotthatgoodwomenkindofvibegoingonand

sheiskillingininbusinessworldthatwhatMvelo

alwayssays.

Her:thankyouforgivingmeyoutime,Iknowvery

wellmytimingwaswrong"

Okholduphowisthiswomen'sfriendwithSliand

Veli?shetopoliteanddowntoearth

Me:notatall,thanksforcoming...I'msorryfornot



sendingyouaninvi..."

Sheraisedherhandandsaiditfinesheunderstand

Her:Ijustcametoofficiallyintroducemyselfto

youmynameisNolaMinal...Bornandraisedin

CairoEgyptandyesI'mnotaMuslimbutI'm

Islamicbyfaith,"

Ilaughedasshejoinedme"I'lltellyouonedaythe

differencebuttodayicameasZitheloGodmother,

Iknowyoudidnothavethebestofrelationshipwith

Sli

butIjustwanttotellyouthatI'mnotpartofitnever

wasandneverwill,meandyourhusbandare

businesspartnersIworkmostlyinDurbanandcape

townwhilehedealswithJo'burgandthenorthern

partofsouthAfrica.



Mybestinterestfromthestarttillnowwasalways

Zithelo,IpracticallyraisedherwhileSliwas

chasinghercareer,IknowthatTrevorhastookfull

custodyofZithelobutIwishthatIcantalktoher

onceinwhileandmaybeshecanAlsovisitme

sometimes"

Me:oohIguessIshouldintroducemyselftoo"

Webothchuckled

Her:noneedpleaseialreadyseenthewomenyou

areinZitheloeyesnodoubtthatyouthebest

stepmotherthereis,andthankyousomuchfor

steppingup"

Me:youraisedherwellIcan'ttakeallthecredit"

Shesmiledandlookeddown



Her:,thatwhyIcometoyouaskyouifIcanalsobe

partofherlifeaswell"

Iwasshockednodoubt,Icantellthatshemeant

wellbyeverythingshesaidbutIcannevermakea

rulingwithoutconsultingwithhisfather

Me:ImsureZeewilllikethatalotandIdon'tsee

anyproblemswithit,butI'llhavetopassthisby

herfatherhaswell"

,her:offcauseIwillnothaveitotherway,but

thankyousomuchforhearingmeout"

ShegavemeherbusinesscardandIpromisedto

givehermycontactdetailsaswell,

Iwalkedheroutwhenshewasreadytogo,andshe



toldmeshewillsaygoodbyetoZee,Iwalkedher

tothejumpingcastleandthekidsentertainment

areaIlookedatherastheyhuggedandZeewaved

goodbytoher.

NightcamemostkidsleftwiththereparentsIjust

finishedtuckinginmykids,I'msoexhaustedand

wishtosleepbutIknowMvelowillnotbehavingit

sinceourfriendsarearoundsoeveryoneis

drinkingandthismanofmineIholdingmeasifI

saidIwillrunaway

Langa:guysweneedtotellyousomething"

IlookedathimandZoeclearedhertrough

Zoe"itsaboutSbu"

Mvelo:what'swrong"



ZoelookedatLangaandbackatme,

Zoe:hewantshiskidsback..."

Me:wowthatgrate,howisheisheok?"they

lookeddown,

Bongani:morelikehiscrazy..Hehaspunchedme

twotimeseverytimewhenIgocheckuponhim"

Menzi:atleastheopenedthedoorforyou...I

knocktillmyhandshurtandhewillnotopen"

Gugu:itsbadTreyreallybad,Banziistheonly

personthatcangetthroughtohim,butwithhim

awayonwork...Wedon'tknowifhehaseaten,if

hisok...Kubinje"



Me:oohGod!Andnoonethoughtabouttellingus

aboutthis"

Sindy:therewasalotgoingoninyourlifeguys,

themarriage,thedeath,thebreakup,themakeup,

thewedding,honeymoonandyoumovedtotheUK

wejustdidnotknowhowtobustyourbubblewith

this"

Iheldmymouththemoodjustbecamesour

Mvelo:Isenseabut...whenyousaidhewantshis

kidsback...Whatsgoingon"

Langa:heonlywantsSneandSibusiso"

Me:What!!"_



Mveloputhishandsaroundme

Langa,:heisstillnotreadytoacceptingNaledi..."

Me:NalediisoneyearLanga,andsheisgrowing,

whatwillhappenedifshegrowsupandfindout

thathisfatherlovedhersiblingsmorethenher?

thatchildisinnocentwasconceivedoutofloveand

whateverhappenedtroughoutthepregnancyis

God'splannotthepoorchild,"

Mvelolookeddown

Zoe:I'mwithyouinthatSbahle,thatwhyIthinkwe

needtotellhismomnottoseparatethekids"

Langa:wecannotkeephischildrenfromhimhis

alreadyvisitingSneandSbusisoandaskthat



Naledimustnotshowherface"

Me:NO!!!That'swrongI'mtakingthiskidsifhe

wantsthemhewillhaveyogotoUKandgetthem

therenotjustthetwofavoritebutallofhischildren

"

Mvelo;calmdownbaby"

Me:calmdownungizwisakahle?"

Him:iwillspeaktohim..."

Me:whenMvelo?...Youkeepsingingthesame

tunemonthinandmonthoutbutyouneverdo,"

Him:Sbahleyouupsettingthebabystopstressing

Iwillhandlethis"



ZoeandSindyheldtheirmouth"ooohmyGodyou

pregnant"ZoeaskedandIlookedandMveloandI

nodded

Theboyswentcrazyhugginghim,hallowetalking

aboutsomethingseriousherenotmyunbornbaby,

IhitMveloshoulder"yousaidwillwaittillI'mthree

monthstotelleveryonelookwhatyoudidnow"

Zoewashuggingmeandkissingme,fromlanga

expressionIcouldtellheknewaboutmypregnancy

longtimeago

Me:Zoecomedown...Yougoingtomakemecry"

Gugu:Iknewthatglowhadtodowithabuninthe

oven"shehuggedme



Sindy:whendidthishappened?"

Zoe:younotshowingyetsoI'mguessingOnyour

weddingnight"Ijustlookeddown

Zoe:youdevilyoumadeherpregnantonherfirst

night"shehitMveloshoulder

OohmyGodthiswasembracing

ThecommentstheguyswerepassingatMvelo,I

wassoembarrassed

Zoe:ZoestopstressingaboutthisSbuthingthe

boyswillsortitout...Tellmeaboutthelittleone"

shealreadykickedMvelooffhisseatandwas

sittingnexttome,thisgirlssurroundedmelikeI'm

sellingcookedmbila(maize)orsomething



Me:ZoeI'monlytwomonthspregnantandfew

weeks,IeatalotandI'malwaystiredandsleepy

andnotforgettingIvomitalot"

Sindy:andyouwantsexallthetimeright"

Gugu:Sindy!!!Noteverythingisaboutatoto!"

Webustoutandlaughed

zoe:oohmyGodmybabyisgoingtobeamommy,

"

ShesqueezedmycheekstrustZoetotreatmelike

baby

.
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AftertearfullygoodbyewehadwithoutfriendsI

finallyretiredtomyroom,tomorrowisMondayand

everyonehasthingstodowhichalsoleavesmeto

facemyrealityaswell.



Ineedtodothiscleansingceremonybackhome

andalsohavealengthilyconversationwithmom

aboutthiswaterspiritualbeingthattormentingme,

Ihaven'tseenKokotroughoutZeebirthdaypartyI

don'tknowifsheisaroundinthishugepalaceor

elsewhere,butthankGodIdidnothavetobumpto

herbecauseIwasgoingtolosemymind,Iget

whereIstandwithhernowandIjustneedtocreate

distancebetweenmeandherforthesakeofpeace

inthisfamily.

I'mpregnantandI'mlovingittookmyfriendto

makemerealisethatI'mblessedtocarrythisgift,

Imsohappynowthatthecatisoutofthebagand

myfriendsknowthatI'mpregnant,IthinkZoeis

moreexcitedthenme,whenshetoldmeabouther

fearsofhavingababyandhowshelostherfirst

babythatwasthemostsaddestthingIhaveever

heard,itleftusallcryingthewholenight.



Imeanshegotpregnantat16,insteadofher

fathersupportinghershekickedherourand

disownedherasifthatwasnotenoughhefound

outthatLangamadeherpregnantjustbecause

langaworkedforherfather'scompanyandwas

closewithZoedadhebecameenemyofthestate

thathisragetookoverandhestartedbeatingupa8

monthspregnantZoetoapulpandshelostthe

baby,yepthepeoplewecallfamilycanbeourwest

enemiesandnightmares.

Iguesseveryonehassomekindofskeletons

buriedawaywhenitcometopeoplewecallfamily

,ourpastisanintegralpartofhowweview

ourselvesandtheworld.Itsfunnyhowweare

raisedtobelievethatfamilydefinesus,It'sa

significantpartofwhowearetothecorebutisit

really?

wellaninterestingaspectaboutfamiliesisthat

peoplecantoleratemorebadthangood,andevena



strainedfamilyrelationshipcanbeconsidered

satisfying.‘Myfamilydrivesmenuts,butIlove

them’.MostwillsaybutJustbecausesomeone

sharessomeDNAwithyoutheygettotakeyour

stuff?Callyounames?Demeanyou?Sabotageyour

relationshipsandcareer?Nowaythatjustbullshit.

Unfortunately,manypeoplearefacedwiththe

excruciatingdecisionofwhetherornottocontinue

anunhealthyfamilyrelationshipwithaparent,

sibling,grandparent,son,ordaughterorIfyouhave

tocuttheties,?

butit'susuallybecauseyoufeelyouhaveendured

yearsofdiscontentorevenabuseandyouhaveno

otherchoicebuttojuststepback.

ThinkingaboutthismakesmerealisethatIreally

donotneedKokoinmylife!

IknowMvelowanttoaddressthisissuebutihave



abadfeelingthatitwillbecometoxicandIwillbe

forcedtocutalltieswithherandthatmeansthat

breakingtieswithhermeanstheentirefamilywill

beupsetwithmethiswillbrakethefamilyapartand

causehavoc,mykidswillbeinmiddlenotto

mentionmyhusband.Ihaveheadhadstories

aboutmonsterin-lawsbutneverthoughthatIwill

experienceit.

Whensomeonewithholdstheirblessingfromyou,

thathurts.Ifeelrejectedand“notgoodenough.”

Andwhenmyin-lawsarethesamepeoplewhoare

rejectedme,thepaincanfeelalmostunbearable,I

don'tknowwhysheisactinglikethistowardsme,

whydidshechosemetomarryhersoninthefirst

placeifshewilltreatmelikeanonfactor,just

thinkingaboutitgivesmeaheadachebecauseI

keepaskingmyself"why?"

"whateatingyouup?"



Hepulledmetohisarmsandmademeplacemy

headonhischest,

Me:nothing..."

Him:MabhenguyouforgettingthatIknowwhen

youstress,Ifeelittoo"

Ibreathoutloud

Me:IhadatalkwithZoeandshemademerealise

thatManypeoplegetconfusedandthinktheir

parentsorthefamilytheywerebornintoismore

importantthanthefamilytheybuildforthemselves.

"

Him:howso?"



Me:Youroriginalfamilyshouldnevergetbetween

youandyourcurrentfamily.ForinstantYourwife

andkidsnowtakeprecedenceoveryourparentsor

grandparentssodon'ttolerateoriginalfamily

membersiftheynegativelyeffectyourcurrent

family."

Him:koko?"

Inoddedandlookedathim,I'mworriedandI'm

tryingtofigureoutwhatImighthavedonewrong

toher

Him:itsonlybeenwhatFourdaysinthisplaceand

problemscomeintroughdoorandwindows,you

fixthissomethingcomesupyoufixthatand

somethingconesup,I'mtiredmamakhe,

sometimesIjustwishtocuddlemywife,lookatmy

childrenplayeatandsleep,butallIhavebeen

doingisbeingaheadofthisfamily"



Me:I'msorryIwishIcouldtaketheweightoffyour

shoulders"

Herubbedmyarmandkissmyforehead

Him:itsokSthadwasami...Whatsseemstobethe

problemwithyouandKoko?"

Me:Ireallydonotknowbutshehasalwaysbeen

likethistowardsmebutIwassoadamantin

playingthewifecardrightthatIturnedablindeye

towardsherbehavior"

Him;Sbahlewehavebeenmarriedfor12months

andyoutellingMethisnow"

ThiswasabadideasalreadyI'mputtinghimina

compromisedposition,Ishouldhavejustdropped



thisandcurriedonlikethereisnothingwrong

Me:itsnothingMvelo,let'sjustforgetit..."Irubbed

hischin

Helookedatmewiththoseeyesthatsaysdon't

pissmeoff,Ilookedaway

Him:whatthefuckisgoingonSbahle".Hewasnot

shoutingbuthisvoicewasfirmandmademejump

abit

Me:Thebestindicationofhowanotherperson

perceivedusishowwefeelwhenwe’reintheir

presence—morespecifically,howwefeelabout

ourselvesintheirpresence.IknowthatIfeelsmall,

invisible,andoutofcontrolwhenI'maroundherI

realizethat’showshelikelyviewme,eitherona

consciousorsubconsciouslevelbutItoldmyselfI

didnotmarryherbutmarriedyou,soheractions



didnotfazemeatallforthepastmonths"

"butwhynow?Inoticedhowshereactwhenyour

nameismentionedandyoualsochangefacewhen

Ibringhernameup,whathappening?Sbahle"

Ididn'tanswerhimIdon'tknowwhyisheasking

mefor?

Him:butwhyshouldshedothat,ImeanIwasnot

upforthearrangedmarriage,sheforceditdown

mythroattalkingabouttraditionandwhyImust

marryroyalty...Shewasyournumberonefanbabe

...whatchanged

Me:Idon'tknowMvelo"

Him:itdoesn'tmakeanysense,areyousureyou

neversaidsomethingthatmighthaveupsetherin



anyways??"

Ishootmyeyesopenandgotofffromhishold,I

knewthiswillgosidewaysNotonlyisithurtfulthat

hisgrandmotherhasmadeitclearthatshedoesn't

approveofmeorevenlikemeit’salsodevastating

becauseitcreatesdistance,doubtandmaycause

fightbetweenmeandMvelonow

Me:IwasraisedinfamilyMvelowhereI'mnot

allowedtospeakbacktomyelders,regardlessif

theyarerightorwrongasagirlchildyoudon'thave

avoicejustbowdownandsay"yebo"andyou

thinkcomingtoyourhouseIwillchangewhatwas

implantedtomefrombirth,forwhatvele?"

Him:babeIdidn'tmeanitthatway"

Me:let'sjustforgetaboutthisok...Ineedtotakea

nap"



Him:Sbahlewestilltalking"

Me:iftalkingaboutthisisgoingtoleadusto

fightingandyouchoosingwhotosidewiththenI'm

donetalking"

IgotonthebedandpulledthecoversIfelthim

standingoverme,ithurtsthathethinksthatI

mightbethecause,Iknewthattalkingaboutthis

willmakehimdoubtme,IloveMvelobuthisfamily

madehimI'mjustapieceofthepuzzleinhislifeso

whatIjustdidbyaddressingthisissueiscausing

diversion.

Everyoneishumanandfallible,andunfortunately,

forwhateverreason,ihadwishthathewillhearme

outwithoutjudgingorassuming,sohowamgoing

toraisethefactthatIneedtotakemyseat,and

howlongwillMveloactlikeaprotegetohisseat...



WhileKokoseatproudasQueenmotherinhis

seat,thismatterrunsdeepthanitlooks.

IfoundmyselfspinningincirclesafterMveloleft

theroomMaybeit’ssomehowmyfaultishouldn't

havespoken,itwasnottherighttime.

ButhowlongwillIbesilenced,mymothernever

raisedmetobemute,fuckthisican’tkeeptrying

tochangeorperforminawaythatwillgetsmemy

in-laws’blessing.InsteadIwill,strivetoseparate

myselffromher,I'mnotgoingtoallowhertocause

driftbetweenmeandhusband,

Imademywaytotheclosetandstartpackingour

thingsIjustneedtocontinuewith,“thisisme,

that’sthem”attitudeihavemyownlifetolive,and

myownfamilythatIneedtoworryaboutIsenda

texttomvelo



"callthepilotweleavingthisevening"

Iwasabouttothrowmyphoneonthebedwhen

anothertextcametrough

"HiSibahleitsSindile,I'mintownIwashopingwill

meetbeforeyouleave"

.

.

Tobecontinued.
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Mvelo***

AfterthetalkwithSbahleItookadriveto

Makhumalohouse,shedecidedtostayatthe

housewhereNomakhweziusetoresidein,Iasked

herwhyshedecidedtomoveout,shesaidthatthe

royalhousehassilentnoiseanditnotgoodfor

idloziIstillhavenoideawhatshemeantbythat,

butafterthetalkIhadwithSbahleitsmakeperfect

sensenow.

"Iwasexpectingyou"

Ismiledassheopenedthedoorforme,shelead

metothebackyardshewasbusydoingsome

gardeningbutstoppedonmybehalf

Me:howareyoufindingthisplace?"



Shelaughed

Her:youalsothinkthatthehouseishauntedlike

Mbali?"

Me:doyoublameme?Phelaanevilwitchusedto

stayhere"

Her:wellnowagoodwitchisstayinghereand

believemetheevilwitchisharmlessnow"

Ilaughedasshedustedherhandsandsetdown

nexttome,

Her:juice,teaorwater?"

Istillhaveaslighthangoverfromlastnightbut

knowingmamashewillnothaveanythingstrongin



thishouse

Me:waterwilldo"

Shedisappearedinsidethehouseandcameback

withacanofflyingfish

Her:yousisterleftthisinmycar"shewas

referringtoMbaliIthankedherandopenedthecan

anddrankitGodIneededthat

Her:youknowshedoesnotmeantrouble"

Me:mmm"

Her:youdidcomeheretotalkaboutThetwo

Queensresidinginyourhouseright?"



Me:"mmmmyes"

Her:I'msayingSbahledoesn'twanttostartany

trouble,shealreadyfeelsguiltyabouttalkingtoyou

"Ilookedather

Me:kwenzakalanima"

Her:kokoplaystheroleofamotherinyourlife,

sheistheonlyfemalerelativethatisstillalive,In

everyman'slife,bothmotherandwifeplay

prominentroles....Itissaidthat“AHusbandfindsa

secondmotherinhiswife,whileawifefindsher

firstbabyinthehusband”.Theroleofamotherand

wifeareintangibleinaman'slife.Shecan'tbea

bettermotherifsheisn'tabetterwife."

Me:butSbahleisagreatwifemama"



Her:offcausesheisbutwhywouldyoudoubther,

whensheconfidesinyou?whenshetellyouwhat

upsettingher,ain'tyoutheonethatcommittedyour

lifeyoherfewmonthsback?"

Ilookeddown,thisiscomplicatedSibahleismy

worldandkokoismyfamily

Her:Mveloyouspendmonthsgettingknowthat

girlyoucallyourwife,yousharethesamebedwith

hereverynight,she'scarryingyourseedandyou

goingtoquestionherconcernsoveryour

grandmother?"

Me:kokoispeacefulsoulmamayouknowher,she

can'tevenhurtafly"

Her:andthewomanwhomyou’vetakenavowto

honor,protect,insicknessandinhealth,todeathdo

youpart—yourWife,isshesodevioustowishto



turntheroyalhouseupsidedown?"

Me:no!...Notmysbahle"

Her:Yourwifeissomethingutterlymagnificent

MveloIknowthat...Youknowthat..Butwhycan't

youseethat"

Me:itscomplicatedmamaI'mstuckinthemiddle

andIreallydon'tknowhowtohandlethissituation"

Her:theBiblesay:“Forthiscauseshallaman

leavehisfatherandmother,andshallbejoined

untohiswife,andtheytwoshallbeoneflesh….

Nevertheless,leteveryoneofyouinparticularso

lovehiswifeevenashimself;andthewifeseethat

shereverenceherhusband(Ephesians5:31-33).”

Me:shit!"



Shelookedatme"I'msorryaboutthelanguage"

Her:youneedtobemanMveloonlyoneQueenwill

resideinthathouseorelseallhellwillbrakelose"

Me:mygrandfathersaidsomethinglikethatto,but

I'mstillbuildingthelegacyformykidsmamayou

knowthat,Ican'tbehereandUK,Ican'tdomyfull

dutiesofbeingkingokwamanjeIhaveaskedthe

ancestorsandaldersthatkokoseatonmybehalf"

Her:youdidthatbeforeyouweremarrieditmade

perfectsensethenandIunderstoodthatandIwas

notagainstit"

Me:whatdifferentdoesitmakenow?"

Her:wenzaniuSbahleeUK"



Ichockedonmydrinkandlookedather

Me:shestartingschoolnextmonthandthereis

babyonthewayandZeeneedsher...Ineedher

too"

Shelaughed"yourwifedoesnotneedschools

Mngunishewasbornamillionairehergiftisinher

hands.."

Ithoughtforasecond"hercraft...Herart"

Shenodded,"sowenzanieUK"

Me:shemywifewhereIgoshegoes"

Her:sheisQueenbeforesheisyourwifeyoudo



knowthat?"_

Me:mama...Notthisagainplease"

Het:andthereisZee,hercallingwillcontinueto

troubleherifsheawayfortoolongfromtheroyal

realms,herlifebelongshere...Areyougoingto

overlookthatalso?"

Me:youwanttoseparatemyfamily"

Her:amIdoingthatoryou?"

Istoodupandranmyhandsonmyface,Ijustwish

mamacanjusttellmewhatgoingoninmyhouse

andstopgoingaroundincircles

Het:theQueenbelongswithherpeopleMveloand



thismadnessthatabouttohappensinthepalace

willnotevenstart"

Me:Ihereyoutalkingmamabutyounotdirectwhy

isthetwowomeninmylifenotgettingalong"

Her:becauseyoufellinlovewithawrongwomen"

Me:what?"

Her:Iwillshowyousomethingbutpleasehavean

openmindanddon'tjumptoconclusionlikeyoudid

earlieronwithSbahle"

SheheldmyhandandclosedhereyesIsawKoko

andSilindileholdinghandtalking

~~~Vision~~~



Koko"wowyousobeautiful,humbleandyouhave

pureheart...Yourdestinyiscloseyetsodistant...

Youheartbleedbutbeassuredalltheyearsof

cryinginyourpillowwillsoonbereplacedby

laughter.Heholdsyourhearttoo“

Sli:Idon'tunderstandqueenmother"

Koko:oohmyGodthefruitoflife...youthemother

ofthefruit,she'sbeautiful,powerfulandstrong,

thefirstlioness"kokoheldherchestandcried

Sli:“Ndlovukazi?“

Koko:“Ishouldbebowingdownatyourightnow

thelandawaitsyouandthepeoplewillrejoicewhen

youcrowned,itwon'tbeeasymychildbutrest

assuredyouaredestinytobethemotherofour

lands“



~~~endofvision~~~

Me:ThishappenedbeforeImeetSbahlebutshe

stillwentaheadtoorganizedthearrangedmarriage

,shepushedmetoSbahle"

Her:shearrangedtheroyalweddingfortheMnguni

image,topushyoutoSbahleNo!!!youdidthatall

inyourown,youfellinlovewithawrongwomen,

andyoumadeheryoumatenooneknewhow

powerfulsheis,hellshedoesn'tknowherself

either"shechuckled

Me:youtellingmeIwassupposetomarrySilindile?

"

Her:thatwastheplan,ifyoumadeSliasecond

wifethatwouldhavemeantthatKokostilltookthe

roleofQueenmother,bothofyourwifewouldhave



bowedtoher,shewasstillgoingtobethe

Dlonkuluoftheroyalhouse"

Me:what?"

Her:isintusithi...Whenamanisinpolygamy

marriageandthemotherisstillalivethemotherwill

stillbethehighrankingQueennomatterwhat!"_

Me:what?"

Him:rememberthestoryofMnkabayiKaJama"

Ishookmyhead

Her:historylessonnumber1,Mnkabayiwasthe

eldersisteroftheZuluchiefSenzagakhona,for

whomsheactedasaco-regentduringhisyouth



Sheremainedunmarriedinordertoretainher

politicalindependence.Shecloselysupportedher

brotherduringhislongreign,andbecamevery

friendlywithhiswife,Nandi,whomherbrother

rejected.WhenSenzagakhonadiedin,Mnkabayi

encouragedNandi'sson,Shakatoseizepower.

MnkabayiisbelievedtohaveblamedShakaforthe

deathofhismother,Nandiin.Sheencouragedtwo

othernephews,DinganenMhlangana,tooverthrow

himthefollowingyear.Ifyoutwistthisstoryto

yourlifedoyouseeanypatenhere,Zeeisalioness

firstwomenwhomayruleasfemalekingwho'sher

mother?"

Iheldmymouth

Him:youstillalivetomakethatchange,putSbahle

ontheseat...ShewasborntobeQueenandshe

holdsyourbestinterestatheartandwillruletillyou

comeback"



Me:itsjustnottherighttimemama,shepregnant

andwegotalifethatwebuildingtogether"

Her:MvelovukaMfanaWami...Theroyalhouse

willcrumbledownifyoureyesareclosed"

Me:youthinkkokoconspiredandorchestratedto

takemybirthright?mycrown?"

Mama:shespendyearsinmountainalonewhatdo

youthinkshewasplanning?"

Me:oohmyGod!Butwhy..."

Her:Poweristherootofevilmyson...Shemay

believesthatsheisdoingthisforthegoodofthe

family,butshedoingitthewrongway..."



Me:SbahleisprettyupsetaboutthisandIdecided

toshiftBlanetoher"

Her:youprettymuchdid,youknewthatwhen

Sbahlewasgrowingshedidnothaveapleasant

childhoodShewasnotgivenmuchimportanceby

herparentsbutasshemarryandbelongtoanother

family,Thiskindofpartialtreatmentwillmakeher

setexpectationsofloveandimportancefromher

husbandandhusbandsfamily.Whenshefeelsthat

sheisnotwelcomedproperlyinherhusband’s

familyproblemarisesasshebecomemore

insecure,"

Me:goodGodthiswilldriveherbacktothatdark

place"

Her:Iguessyouseemypointnow,Asamarried

couple,youshoulddowhateveryoucantoshow

loveandrespecttooneanotherandmaintainpeace

withtheextendedfamilies,butitmustneverbeat



theexpenseofyourmarriage.Yourgrandmother

mustunderstandthatitisnotherplacetogovern

youoryourmarriage.Youneedhersupportand

encouragement,andwelcomeherwisdomwhen

youaskforit.Butsheneedtorespectyouand

,yourspouse,yourmarriage,andyourprivacy."

MyphonebeepedIlookedatit

Me:Sbahlewantstoleavetonight'

Shenodded,"_youneedthistimetogrowasa

couple,sheissoontocomeintopoweryouneed

toprepareforthat,Butfornowleavewithher"

Me:whataboutKoko?"

Her:whatabouther?...thisjustbecameachess

gameMvelo,weknowhermovebutnowplayyours



carefully..."_

Me:I'mmad"

Her:Iknow...Butthisisnotthetimetogetmad,

getevenyouarealionafterall,youfasterthen

yourprey,rightnowyouneedtostalkknowher

everymoveandcrushherwithanelementof

surprise"

Me:Ihearyou"

Her:yoooyourfamilyhavetendenciesofback

stabbingineedtostopthischainitendswithher"I

chuckled

Me:pleasedo...Imtiredoflookingbehindmyback

"



Her:igotyoumyboynothingwillhappendtoyou

whileI'mstilltheroyalsangoma"

Me:Makhosi"shesmiled

Her:hayinayeekezwaandsheadamanttorepeat

historysheneedsawhippingfromabaphansi"I

laughed

Me:thankyoumama...Ineedtogo"shewalked

meout

Her:payattentionMvelodon'tallowangertocloud

you'rejudgment,letthebattleoftheQueen'sbegin'

Me:uhhh?"

Her:justdoasIsay...OohIbelieveyoubaby



mamaisintown,Iseeshemadecontactwith

you'rewife"

Me:What?"

Shesmiledandturnedback,

Me:Shit!"

Irushedtomycar...ItriedSbahlelineitwent

straighttovoicemail

"_DamnitSbahle!!"

.

.
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IwasbitingmynailsoffthinkingofwhatI'mgoing

todo,shouldIgoorshouldIstay?damnitSlindile

doesnothavegoodtimingwhatamIgoingtotell

thismanofminehewillrefusenodoubtifIbring

thistopicup.



Butwhydoesthiswomenwanttoseeme,you

knowforaparentwhohasnotspendthatmuch

timewithherdaughtersheshouldhavebeen

askingaboutZeenotme,Idon'tknowSilindilethat

muchbutIthingsheabadmother,Zithelowas

raisedbuyNolawhileshechaseadreamand

careerandwhenzeewasintroducedtohisfamily

shewastossedaroundfromhermother'sside

familytoherfathersside,herlifewasnotstabletill

Icamealongandmotheredher,poorbabythisis

toomuchforher,Thelackofamotherfigurecan

havemajorconsequencesonchildthatmost

mothersdonotrealisethatcauseNegativefeelings

onachild,Thechildmayexperiencefeelingsof

lonelinessorworthlessness,giventhattheydon't

receivethecareandaffectiontheyneed,Ithinkher

beingclingytomeistoholdtowhatfeelslikehome

andwarmnessofmotherlylove.

Ilookedatmyphonethinkingofsayingnoto

meetingwithSlindile,butwhatwouldthatmakeme



looklikeImeanI'mtheonethatreachedouttoher

first,decision...decision...andboomthecircus

camescreaminginmyroom,

"I'msorrymyQueenItriedtostopthem"thenanny

said

Me:itOKyoumayleaveus"

ThetworascalswerealreadyonmylapZeeandJr

talkingatonceandpullingme

Jr:maywepleaseplease...GogeticescreamHle-

hle

Me:wedohaveicecreaminthehouse"

Zee:no...It'snotthesame..."



Jr:please..."

Iguessthisismywayout

Me:gocallSnesowecangoout"

Them:yesssssd!"

Myfacesuddenlywaswetwithgummykisses,and

theydashout,IsentatexttoSliaskingherwhereI

canmeether,sherespondedandtoldmewemust

meetatsomerestaurantdowntown,ItoldherIwill

bethereinthenext45min,Iwenttomyclosetto

changeIputonmyredlongsleevesbodyhugging

dress,Ifixedmyhairup,Itookmybagphoneand

carkeysImademywaydownstairs

"sawubonaKoko"thatleftabittertasteinmy



mouthbutIhadtogreethersinceIfoundhersitting

inthelounge,

Her:molo,areyougoingsomewhere?"

Me:yesjusttakingthekidsout"

Her:liphyIduko"

ShitI'msousedinstayingintheUKandwalking

aroundwithmyhair,thatiforgothowbackwards

thisfamilyis,besidesmymanlovesmylongthick

hairandwhyshouldicovetitupaurg

Me:itsinthecarKoko"Ilied,shelookedatmeup

andown

Her:mmmm"shecontinueddrinkingherteaandI



breathoutloudtheminionscamerunningdown

withSnedraggingherfeet,

Ihuggedher"whatwrongbaby"_shejusthugged

meandIbrushedherhair,

SneisSbuoldestdaughtershe'sturning8years

soonandsheatthatstagewherewatchingteen

moviesisthething,sheismoreaffectedbywhat

goingonwithherfamilybecausesheoldenough

toseethathisfatherisnotOKaftertheirmothers

death

Me:wegoingoutforicecreamsandgamesdoyou

wanttocomealong"

Shenodded,

IbuckledthekidsupandSnesetonthepassenger



seat

Istartedthecarandoneoftheguardsfollowedus

thekidsnannywasinit,justgrateIhatebeing

shadowedbutthisstatusofmineisnotgivingme

airtobreath,IlookedatSneshewaslooking

outsidethewindowlostonthought,Itapherlap

Me:doyouwanttotalkaboutitbaby?"

Her:Italkedtodadthismorning,hisstillsick,Ijust

wanttogohomeandhelphimout,hisallaloneHle

-hle"shelookedoutsidethewindowandstarted

cryingIwasabouttocomfortherwhenIMvelocar

blockedmywayandIsteppedonthebrake

"whatthefuck?"

Jr:yooooyousaidthebadwordHle-hle"Ilooked



atthekidsandtheyhadthatlookthatsaysyouin

trouble,Iplacemyfingeronmymouthandthey

giggled

Mvelolookedatmeforthelongesttimewhilehe

wasstillinhiscar,hejumpedoutandwalked

towardsmehesignaledmebyhisheadtellingme

stepout,Isteppedoutandfixedmydresshis

handswearburieddeepinhispocket,lookingat

himalwaysgavemybutterfly,everythingthisman

wearhejustlookedlikehejuststeppedoutofa

fashionmagazine

Him"uyaphi"

Me:mmmm"

Heraisedhislefteyebrowandlookedatme,I

lookeddownplayingwithmyfingers



Me:I'mtakingthekidsout"

Him:don'tlietome...Uyaphi?"

Ilookedathim,heknows...Buthow?Godwhyis

healwaysonestepaheadofmeislikeImarriedan

agentorspy,Ibreathoutloud

Me:Zithelomommadecontactandshewantsto

seeme...Totalk"

HechucklednotbecausewhatIwassayingwas

amusingbutbecausehewaspissed

Me:IwasgoingtotellyouIswearbutIknewyou

willactlikethis?"

Him:beforeofafteryoucamebackfromswingher



!!?"_

Hisvoicewasalittlebitloud

Me:Mvelo...."

Him:don'tMvelome...ItoldyouhowIfeelabout

thisSbahle...Itoldyou!!"

Me:andItoldyouthisisnotaboutyouandyour

babymamaitsaboutZithelo..."

Him:willseeaboutthatasivaye"

Me:babe"

Hewasalreadyputtingordersonthenannytelling

herwheretodrivethekidsandtoldmetojumpin



hiscar,whyisMvelobeinglikethisvele?Thecar

ridehewasshoutingandbangingonthesteering

wheelhewasjustcrazyIlookedoutsidemy

windowandjustfoldedmyarms,hesnatchmy

bagfrommylaptookoutmyphoneandstarted

typing,

Iguesshewaschanginglocationbecausenowwe

weredrivingtothe Mnguniresort,hemadethe

callandorderthenannytotakethekidsananimal

farmatthebackoftheresort.

Heparkedthecarandwasabouttojumpoff,butI

heldhisarm

Me:Ineedtodothisalone"

Him:Sbahle"



Me':MveloI'mdoingthisaloneshecalledme,not

younotZeeletmehearherout,justgoplease"

Him:whatyouseewhatsheistryingtodotous,

alreadywefightingaboutthisSbahlewhy

ungamameli!Itoldyoutocutalltieswiththis

women!!!"Hewasshoutingatmeandactinglikea

wildanimalIshifteronmyseatandlookedathim,

Me:stopshoutingatmedamnit!!!Justfucking

stop!!!"

Helookedatmehiseyeswideopen

Me:Ihatetobreakyourhatredbubble,butyou’re

focusingonthewrongpersonifyou’repissedatthe

womanyourdecidedtocheatwithinthefirstplace

,"



Him:Ididn'tcheatonyousbahle!!"

Me:justshutup!!!Shutupandlistentome!!...

MveloIt’snotherfaultyoucheatedyoubrokemy

heart,It’snotmyfaultyouwentbehindmybackto

seeherdayinanddayout!It’syou'refaultthat

yougaveherfalsehope...

Whenyoulookatmeyouseethisnaiveyounggirl

who'sblindedbyloveandyourhotlooks,ispend

monthsindenialididnotwanttobelievethemani

lovemayhaveunresolvedfeelingsforhisbaby

mama,soiresortingettingmadatherforyour

stupidity,IusedtothinkthatIfshehadn’tseduced

you,youneverwouldhavebeingseeingherbehind

myback,fuckyoucheatedbecauseregardlessthat

youtouchedornotyoustillwentbehindmybackto

seehersowho'sWrong-LAmmmm?

Him:babe..."



Me:don'tbabyme,IneedclosureMvelobecause

youdidwhatyoudidbecauseyouwantedtoand

youdiditwillingly"

Him:babeIknowIwaswrongmystupidityalmost

brokeusapart,IregretmyactionsIknowsaying

sorrywillnotbeenoughsoIspendmydaysproving

toyouhowmuchiloveyou"

Ilookedaway

Him:everytimethiswomencomestoourlifethis

happenedshedestroyedourmarriageonceandyou

allowingittohappenedagaindamnitSbahle"

Me:yourefusingmetoseeher,already

confirmingthatYoumyhusbandischoosingto

destroythismarried.It’syourmarriagevowsyou

choosingtobreak.It’smeyourwifeyouchoosing



tobetray,thepersonwhochoosestobreakthat

commitmentisthehomewreckerandthat'syou,

nottheoneoutside!!!"IwasmadIwasangry,I

wantedtobeathimupanm

Him:Sbahlepleasecalmdown..Stressisnotgood

forthebaby

Me:youtheonethatstressingmeMvelomani!!!,

youknowwhat,Tohellwiththismarriagebecause

itsobviousyou’restillinanexclusiverelationship

withher!!/"

Heheldmyhandsandmademelookintohiseyes,

Him:I'msorry...IswearonmymothersgraveI

don'thaveanyunresolvedfeelingforher...Babe

pleasebelieveme"



Me:thenletmemeetwithheralone,I'myourwife

shecan'tbrakemeorbrakeusunlessweallowher

to,trustmeplease!"

Heswallowedhardandnodded

Him:I'llbewiththekidsoutside...Ifsheeverupset

youIsweartoGodIwillfinishher"

Me:Iknow..."

Him:Iloveyou...Andonlyyouuyezwa"Ilooked

downandnodded

Isteppedoutofthecarandhewalkedtomyside,

hepulledmetohisarms

Him:IdowhatIdotoprotectyouIhopeyouknow



that"

Me:IknowSthandwasami,buthavefaithinmeI'm

morematuredthenmyageMvelo"

Him:Iseethateveryday"

Hepulledmyfaceandkissedme,

Him:weneedtooffloadthatrageinsideofyou

whenwegethome"

Me:wehadadeal"

Him:youbrokethedealoff,whenyouscreamedat

me"

Me:I'msorry"



Him:toolate...Mnguniwilldisciplineyoutonight"

Ifeltmycheeksturningredhekissedmeonemore

timeandletgoofme,hegavememybag,ibreath

outloudandwalkedaway,Ifelthiseyesburning

myback,Istoppedwalkingandturnedaroundand

lookedhim

Me:stoplookingatmyass"

Helaughedandbitehislowerlip,Ishookmyhead

andwalkedinsidetherestaurant,Ilookedaround

anddidnotspotherIguessI'mearlyIfoundatable

andsetdown,Ibreathoutloudnotknowingto

expectbutIwashoppingthatthismeetinggoes

verywell,Iwasnotgoingtoseatherandblame

TheOtherWomanbecausetruthbetolditsall

Mvelofault.



II'mtiredofselfblamewhereIconstantlyfeelthatI

musthavedonesomethingwrongorhewouldn’t

havedoneit,Imusthavecausedthisorimustbe

lackinginsomethingorimnotgoodenough.fuck

thataftereverythingthathappenedhestillchose

me.AndIneedtoholdmyheadhighandshowthe

woldthatI'mhiswomenandnolosepantywillever

comebetweenus.

.

.
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NodoubtI'mnervousaboutthismeetingasmuch

asIloveMveloandhechoicemeandmarriedmeI

couldnothelpbutfeelunsecuredwhenitcomesto

Silindile,deepdownIknewhelovedherorshouldI

sayholdsaspecialplaceinhisheart.thefearofsli

beingtheotherwomeninhislifealwaysmademe

doubtMveloloveformeandtomakethingsworse

theyshareachildwhichmeantthatSliisboundin

ourlivesforlife.

AndthenwhatIfearedthemosthappenedhe

cheatedonmewithher,hemaynotcallitcheating

butitwasanemotionalcheatingyouseethe

reasonisaythatisbecauseEmotionalcheatingis

definedbysomeonechannelingemotionaltime,

energy,andattentiontosomeoneelseoutsideof

therelationshipormarriageThepartnerinthe

relationshipwhodoesthisthenspendslesstime

withtheirsignificantother,leadingtofeelingsof

neglect,sofamhecheated.



He’stheonewhobetrayedmytrustandour

exclusivity.Hewastheonewholiedinsteadof

leaving.Iwasn’tabigfanofhisbabymamaeither,I

guessmywomenintuitiontoldmethattheymight

endupdoingthisSliisvapid,slyandhideunder

innocentsmileandlooks,sheneveronce

acknowledgemeasthewomeninMvelolifeand

mystupidhusbandopenthedoorforhertowalk

rightintoourlivedandalmostdestroyedour

marriage.

BackthenknewIwasn’thappy,anddespitehis

claims,Iknewhewasn’thappy,either.Iwasnot

blindsidedbythisbetrayal.Iwatcheditwalkinmy

frontdoorandlaydowninmybed.Diditmakeit

hurtanylessofcauseIdidnot,

Itdidcastaglaringlightonallthewaysweweren’t

rightforeachotherthenandIdidn’twanttoaccept

that.It’swassohardtowatchthatbridgeIhave

beenwalkingonbreakoffintoshardsbeforemy



eyesbutshithappened,

Iwasbroken,IcriedandhatedhimIwasindark

placebuthecanebackandshinedthelightback

onagain,hewasremorsefulandlovemademe

takehimback,doIwantthiswomentobrakemy

homeagainno!AndIwilllookherintheeyeand

tellherthataswell.

Shewalkedintherestaurant,shelook...No...No

...noshe'spregnantverypregnant...Goddon'ttell

memyhusbandisthefatherpleasefatherGod,

shespottedmeandwalkedtowardsme,damnshe

looksradiantthiswomenis100yearsoldbutyou

canmistakenhertobemyage,shesmilesatme

andIsmiledback,Ifeltmyheartratebeating

outsidemymouth,Iheldmytummytocontrolmy

anxiety.

.



.

sli***

ItwasaspurofthemomentactthatgotMehere,I

wasnotgoingtoshowupforZeebirthdayI'm

heavilypregnantandgettinginplaneistoriskybut

mostlyitsShameofcomingtotheroyalhouse

lookinglikethisthatgotmehavingcoldfeet.

AfterthesagabetweenmeandMpilothathasgot

melivinginhiding,socialmediadestroyedmy

reputationandmyprideasarespectfulwomen,my

sponsoredandendorsementdealspulledoutand

promisedtoneverdobusinesswithmeagain,I'm

finished,worstparttheloveofmylifetookmyonly

backupplanmybusiness.

,I'mplanningonleavingthecountryafterigive



birthandmovebacktoCairoforfewyears,atleast

Istillhavemyschoolthatsideupandrunning

maybeIcouldgobacktoteaching.Ineverthought

lovingTrevorwillbemydownfallbuthayIhave

cometorealizethatlovedon'tloveme.

ComingheretospeakwithSbahleisbecauseIhave

cometorealisethatI'msickandtiredofthehaving

silentJudgmentfromthewomenwhoisraisingmy

childitstimetosettherecordstraight

"Nola?...Isthatyou"

Shelookedupfromherphoneandstoodupto

huggedme,weinairportI'msurprisetoseeher

here.

Her:oohmygodyoulooklikeawhalehowdidthey

evenallowyouontheplane?"



Me:IliedandsaidI'm6monthspregnant"

Webustoutandlaughed

Me:whatareyoudoinghere"

Her:Zeebirthday..."shelookedatmethereislot

shewassayingwithhereyes,butdidnotsaya

word,thisTreysituationmademeloosetheonly

friendIhaveeverhadidon'tknowifwecanstillgo

backtowhatwehadonlytimecouldtell,herplane

wascalled

Her:I'msorryIhavetogo,haveabusinessevent

toattendtothisevening,itwasgoodseeingyou

Sly..."shesaidgoodbyeIwatchedherwalking

awayandIfeltthissadnessthatIdidallofthisto

mylife.



DrivingtoSbahlelocationtookwhileduetoimpulse

changeinlocationonherside,butneithertheless

thereisnobackingdownnow.IspottedherwhenI

walkedintherestaurant,thisgirlsissogorgeous

shelookslikeagoddess,Icouldnottellifsheis

lookingatmewithhertinnyeyes,ornot,Ismiled

andshesmiledalsothat'sgoodsignright?

Me:I'msosorryI'mlate"

Her:I'mtheonetoblameIchangedlocation,

pleasedon't"

IbreathoutloudtheminuteIsetdown

Her;wowyouso...Sopregnant"

Ilaughedandnodded,"abouttopoponlyfew

weeksleft"Ibrushedmybigtummyshedidnot



smileorreturnmygesture

Me:isthisperhapsthereasonwhyyoucalledme

here...IsitMvelo?"

Idroppedmymouthwithshock,Treynevertoldher

Me:no...Notatall,Treyisnotthefather"

Ilaughedbutshestilljustlookedatmeasifshe

readingme,shethencalledthewaiterandordered

drink,allalongtherewasthisawkwardsilence

betweenus

Me:howisZithelo?"Ibrokethesilent

Her:sheturned6yearsyesterdayshewouldhave

lovetoseeyoutherebuttoansweryourquestion



shegood,bubblylostanotherfronttoothyesterday

"_

Ilookeddown

Her:SlindileIunderstandyouexpectinganother

babyoohbythewaycongratulationsonyournew

bundleofjoy,Ihopethisisnotareasonyou

neglectedZithelo"

Me:ididnotturnmybackonmybaby,it

complicatedSbahleherfathertookfullcustody"

Her:aphonecallwasnevergoingtogetyouinjail"

Ibreathoutloud"I'minabadspace...AndI

couldn'ttakecareofZeeorbetteryetreachoutfor

her.."



Her:Isee..."

Me:Sbahle...Treytookeverythingfromme,my

lifemychild...Mysenity"

Shestoppedme

Her:let'snotbringupmyhusbandnameinthis,

unlessthismeetingwasabouthim?"

Ilookedatherandshelookedatmethereitisagain

thatsilentjudgmentlook,shejustglaredatme

withoutpausenotunderstandmysituation,most

peopleusuallyrushtoblameandshameyou.

Alreadyshepaintingmeasano-goodtwo-timer,or

home-wrecker!Jezebel!

Me:firstofallIwanttosayI'msorry...Icouldnot

cometoZeebirthday,"



Her:youshouldhavecalled"

Me:Iknowbut..."

Sheshookherhead,Ilookeddownhowisshe

evengoingtoagreetowhatI'mgoingtoaskherif

shenotgivingmeabenefitofadoubt

Me:youareagoodmothertoZithelo,agood

motherthenIwilleverbe,youhaveprovenittime

inandtimeagain,andI'mtrulygratefulthatZee

hasstepmomlikeyou,youlistentoherandyou

havetoughthertobeaGodfearingchild,her

attitudeandthewayshecarriesherselfshowsalot

aboutthewomenwhoisraisingher,Icannotthank

youenoughforbeinginherlifeandIapologizefor

notattendingtheparty"

Her:youwerescaredofwhatpeopleweregoingto



saywhentheyseeyouwiththisbigbelly?Andyou

forgotthatthemostimportpersonthatwantedto

seeyouisyourowndaughter...Wow!"

Sheisright,IwassosurethatmeandTreywe

weregoingenduptogetherandIcouldnotfacehim

carryinganotherman'schilditslikeIbetrayedout

love

Me:IjustcouldnotcomeI'mreallysorry'

Her:you'reapologizingtothewrongpersonSli"_

Me:noI'msorryforhowItreatedyou,I

disrespectedyouatyourownhouseandcarried

'babymama'cardonmyshoulderandhopedtoget

somethingoutofit,lookatmelifehasn'tbeeneasy

formeOK"



Shelookedatmeanddidnotsayaword,sheis

onetoughcrowdsheisnotmakingthisanyeasy

forme

Me:LookSbahleitshardformenottospeakabout

TreyI'mkindainthisjambecauseofhim"

Shefrowned

Her:ihopedjusthopedthatwewouldnotgothere,

thisconversationwillnotendgoodyoureally

pushingthewrongbuttonnow"_

Her:pleasejustheremeout..."_Istarted

apologizingformyactionshowIinvolvedveli,how

IwasobsessedhowIbecamepregnanthowTrey

tookeverything,Iwasacryingmess,whenI

confessedhowmuchIlovehim,shelostit



Me:whenitcomestomyhusbandNouyezwa

Silindile!!!youhadachoicehewasmarriedtome,

itmighthavebeenarrangedmarriagebuthewas

marriedtome,youlookedatmeandsawthatIwas

notgoodenoughforhimoryouweholdingtowhat

deadpeopletoldyouoohyesIknowaboutthat...

theonlyalternativeherwasforyoutorespecthis

choiceandnewlifeandwalkaway,wewouldhave

startedanewpageofbeingthebabymamaandme

beinghiswifeforthesameofhischild,butyou

wantedwhatIhad,Youcan’tplaythevictimnow

andYoucan’ttrulyblamehimfordoingwhathe

did,asawomenoffaithyouknowhowsacred

marriageisoryoubeingaspiritualmotivational

speakerwasanacttoyou...tomakemoney?"

ThisisembarrassingI'mbeingscoldedbya

teenager,

Her:andnowyousithereandtellmehowsorry

youare?iflifedidnothumbleyouwouldyoube



sittingrighther?"

Idon'tknowwherethistearscamefrombutthey

justgushedout,damnthispregnancy

Her:idon'tbandonselfpitySilindileiunderstand

youfeelcompelledtoblameyourselfIguessthat

whatbringsyouhere...Butthiswhatyoudoing

nowI'mnotgoingtostandforit"_

ShehandedmeatissueandIwipedmyeyes

Her:youknowwhatSilindilemaybeyoudon'tknow

butIlovethatthickheaded,stubborn,narcissist

andarrogantman...IcallmyhusbandAndifyou

goingsithereandpouredyourheartouttome

abouthowmuchyoulovehim,Howthingswere

notsupposetobelikethisbetweenthetwoofyou,

howyouregretfallingpregnantforanotherman,

thengirlyoulookingforwar,neverunderestimate



youropponentmakaZitheloyouthinkMvelotook

everythingthanyouhaven'tseennothingifyou

thinkaboutmessingwithmymarriage"_

Me:I'mnotabouttodothat...Iswearstomy

unbornbaby...helovesyouandIhaverealized

thatthehardway...Iwashispastandyouhis

future..."

Ilookedather,Ididnotrecognizethisgirlinfront

ofme,shecurriedsomuchpower,authorityand

demandstobeheard,

Me:I’veallowedmyselftogetputinareally

messedupsituationwithamarriedmanandyesI

feellikeanidiotforlettingmyselfgetsoinvolved.

MylifewouldbesimplerifIhadnevermethim"

Her:yetagainyoudisregardingthemostimportant

personinthissituationyourdaughter!Youand



Mvelocreatedalife,whatabouther?"

Ijustlookedatherandlookeddown

Her:Everythingcanbeusedforyourown

improvement…ifyouropentolearning.There’sno

partoflifethatdoesn’tcontainlessons.Aslongas

you’realive,therearelessonstobelearned.

Ratherthanresorttofeelingsofblame,guiltand

shame,treatthislikeanotheroflife’slessons.Know

thatonceyoulearntheappropriatelesson,you’ll

neverneedtorepeatthischapterofyourlifeagain

Iunderstandaswomenthatmanhaveaway

fuckingusoverandbringusdown.Butchallenges

makeusvaluelife,youneedtoriseupnomatter

what,I'mnotaskingforyoutodoitforZithelobut

alsoforthatbabyinsideofyou,makeyourchildren

afirstprioritySilindile,"_



Inodded

Her:socanwepleasetalkaboutZithelowellbeing

now"

Shehadboredlookandwasannoyedbymyactions

,Ihadtopullmyselftogetheranddothisonceand

forall.

Me:Ineedforyoutotakecareofmydaughter,bea

mothertoher,tellheraboutme,..."

Her:whatareyoutryingtosay?"

Me:I'mleavingthecountryforfewyears..."

Her:wow!"_



Me:pleaseSbahleIneedyourwordplease!"_

Her:she'smydaughtertooyoudon'tneedtoask

me,butyouwillneedtosaygoodbyetoherfaceto

facemakeherunderstandwhyyouleaving"

Me:oohmyGodIdon'tthinkIcan"

Her:Iwasn'taskingyouSli"

Shestoodupandlookedatme,mylegswere

gluedonthefloorwhatkindofamotheramItotell

a6yearoldthatImightbeleavingherforgood.

.

.
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Sli***"

WhenSbahletoldmethatZeeishereIwas

shockedIdidnotcomeHeretobrakemydaughters

heartbuttoonlyaskthatSbahletakecareofmy

daughtersinceIwillbeawayforwhile.

Ineedtofindme"Silindile"Ilostmyselfinlove

andIdon'tknowwhoIamanymore,ihavecameto

realizethatyoucanlovesofiercelythatyoulose

yourself.Sometimes,youcantrysohardtoplease

someonethatyoudon'trealizeyou'renolonger

happywithyourself.Sometimes,whenyoulose



someone,yourealizeyouforgotwhoyouwerein

yourownright.

Beinginloveisn'tabouttryingyourhardest.Itisn't

aboutcateringtooneperson'sneedsanditisn't

aboutfollowingsomeoneelse’spath.

Trueloveisaboutlookingforward,together,inthe

samedirection.It’saboutputtingsomeonebefore

yourself,onlybecausetheotherpersonisdoingthe

same.It’saboutdoingwhatisbestforbothofyou,

becauseultimately,youareone.

ThesparkwaslonggoneinTrevor'seyesheonly

careaboutmebecauseI'mhisbabymamabutI

holdontohimhopingandwishingthathewill

rememberwhatweoncehad,butthatdaynever

comehewasfargoneandheadoverhillsinlove

withanother,hisyoungandIknewthisdaywill

comebutIthoughtillforeverholdhisheart

becauseIgavehimachild.



TalkingtoSbahlemademerealisenowomencan

destroywhatshehasbuiltwithTrey,sheisaforce

tobereckonwith,yessheisyoungbutshethat

kindofwomenthatknowhowtoputhermanin

tightleashnotbyforceorbeingstrictbutwith

respectandloveorjustbeingthewomensheis.

YouknowifTreywasdogandSbahlewalkwith

himwithaleashonhisneckshewouldneverpull

ortightened,orstraightentheleashbecausethe

Dogrespectandobeyshisowner,sheownshis

heartandonlyablindpersoncan'tseethat.

ApologizingtoSibahlewasmyfirststepinpicking

myselfup,asmuchasshedidnotsayshe

forgivesmebutshewasabletohearmeout,Sheis

goodwomen,strongandnoteasilyintimidated,

sheisperfectfitforTrey,andshewillmakean

extraordinaryQueen,funnyhowsheremindsMeof

PamIguessitstruethatmandomerrytheresister

ormother's,Ihaveneverseenagirlwho'sso

fearlessandbluntbutyetpoliteandhasthatgrace



aboutherpersonality,butI'mgladthatshewill

mothermychildandIcouldnotaskforanyother

womenforZeetolookupto.

I'msadthatI'mleavingmybabybutIthinkZithelo

isbetterofwithhisfamilyfromhisfathersideand

besidesIdon'thavemoneytogoinandoutofcourt

fightingTreyforsharedcustodyofourchildsoIwill

lethimhaveher.

"Gooddaymam,mayyoupleasefollowmethis

sideplease"

Itwasagirldressedinauniform,Ifollowedherto

whatlookslikeapark,itswasmoreofaanimal

farmIlookedattheanimalsgrazingsofreeandno

careinthewold,thisplacebeautiful,Treyhas

doneremarkableworkindevelopedhisvillage,she

leadmetoapicnicsettingwithblanketonlaidon

thegrassandbasketofgoodies



Her:theQueenthoughyouwillbehungrysinceyou

eatingfortwo,pleaseenjoy,shewilljoinyou

shortly"

Ismiledandthankedherasshewalkedaway,I'm

forevertiredandthisbabyiskillingmybacksoI

decidedtosotdown,IheardZeelaughandwhenI

lookupIsawTreywalkingwithZeelaughingand

talkingtheywerewalkinghandinhand,Ilookedat

myselficantevenhidethisbigtummyandithitme

thispicturehereremindmeoftheverysame

dreamorvisionIhadawhileback,soMebeing

pregnantinthatdreamitwasneverTreybabyinthe

firstplace,thewayI'mdressandthewayTreyand

ZeearedressitthesameasthedreamIheldmy

mouthandcried,allalongIthoughtthatvisionwas

meantformeandTreyhavinganotherbabyleaving

happilyeverafter,IlookedatTreyandheside

smile,Zeesawmeandstartedrunningtowardsme



"mommy....mommy!

Me:pumpkin"sheknockedmeoffwithahugandI

couldnotstopthetearsfromfalling,Ilookedat

Treyandmouth"thankyou"hejustgavemea

nodeandturnedandwalkedawaytakingmyheart

withhimthisisititsreallyover.

.

.

Sbahle***

IlookedatZeeandhermomhuggingandIcould

nothelpbutfeelveryemotional,Idon'tknowwhen

shewilleverreturnbackbutIknowI'mlefttopick

upthepieces.



Mvelowalkedtowardsmewithhishandsonhis

pocket,Ican'treadhimhisfaceislookingdown,

Silindilewillalwaysbe otherwomaninhislifeand

shewillalwaysbeabigpartofhislifetheyshares

themostimportantthingachild.Shemostlikely

lovedhimandmaybestilldoesIficanstepintoher

shoesforamoment,icanimaginethatshehada

dreamthattheywouldbetogetherforever.Clearlyit

didn’tworkoutandhewantstobewithme...he

choseme.It’snotafarsteptounderstandhowshe

mayseemeasthepersonwhoiskeepingherfrom

herdream,herhappilyeverafter,evenifshetells

herselfandothersthatsheisoverhim.Bothofus

willhaveamutualfeelingsofjealousytoone

another,Insteadoftryingtodenyorsuppressthis

feelingsimightaswellacknowledgethembut

standfirmtowhatmineandminealone.

Him:hi"hehugsmeandIrestmyheadonhis

chest



Me:hi"

Him:shegoingtobrakeherheart"

Me:Iknowbaby...Iknow"

Iholdhimclosethinkingaboutwhatgoingtounfold

betweenZeeandhermom,sayingGood-bytoher

willnotonlybrakeZeeheartbutSli'_saswell

TothinkthatIsowishforthisdaytocomewhere

thepinkelephantofababymamawilljust

disappear,haydon'tlookatmelikethatBaby

mamadramabeganwiththestartofcivilization-

thinkAbrahamfromthebible.Sparksweregoing

offbetweenSara(hiswife)andHagar(babymama).

Abrahamcouldn’tdealwiththedramaandfinally

shippedHagaroffwiththeirchild-nevertobeseen

again.Evenifthatiswasmyfantasy,itisn’tsadto

lookatitunfoldinmyeyedrightnow.



Him:hlehleyourtearsarekillingme..."

Me:whyisshedoingthistoher"

Him:Idon'tknowbaby...ButZithelohasusand

willneverleaveher,bestrongforhershewillneed

youmorenow"

Thisisanothertestinourmarriage.Itinvolves

dealingwithmistakesmadebyanoutsideentity

Mveloisrightweneedworktogetherasateamin

makindsurethatZitheloisOKandshegetallthe

lovesheneeds

Him:willovercomethis"

Inodded



IunderstandthatSilindile'needtofindherself'as

shesaybuthowlongwillsherunwhenthetough

getsgoing,IhavedoneallIcando,triedspeaking

toherbutshehasmadeuphermind,tothinkthat

shewantedtoleavewithoutsayinggoodbyeto

ZitheloGodwhatkindofamotherisshe?Iwas

notgoingtositaroundandgiveorpayattentionto

herbecauseifididthemoreshewouldhaveactout.

Themoreshewillkeepdoingignorantand

immaturethingstogetmoreattentionsoI'mgoing

toGiveherthedust,Payhernada,

Icantkeepreachingouttoherlettingherthinkshe

isgettingandundermyskinbecauseShewillkeep

diggingandnaggingaslongasiallowherto.ifshe

wantstoreachoutforzeeshecangladlydoso,if

notthatherbusinessI'lltakecareofmykids.

IheardapiercingcryIlookedupandIsawZee

screaming,shewascryingandsayingno!



Mvelobreathingchanged,hisheartratewas

beatingfast

Me:it'sfineIgother" IknewthatIhadtostepup

ItoldhimtogogetPam'skids,becausethatlook

onhisfacewasscarringme,ididnotwanthim

closetoSlibecausehisreadytokillrightnow.

.

.
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Sbahle***



IttookawhiletoputZeetobedshewasbrokenand

shecouldnotstopcrying,Ihadtogiveherpanado

syrupbecauseshewasburningupnow,Ifinally

leftherroomverylatewhenIwassureshewasfast

asleep,ImademywaytomyroomandMvelowas

notthereIbreathoutloud,nowIneedtomakesure

thatthebigbabyisOKnow.

Itookalonghotbathandputonmysleepingwear

andgown,Iputonmysleepersandwenttosearch

forthismanofmine,Mvelofindsithadto

communicateaboutthingsthatupsethimorstress

himout,heblocksmeoutallthetimebutmy

therapisttoldmethatImustinitiatecommunication

withhimallthetime.

HisfoodIsstillinnottouchedintheoven,Isigh

andmademywayaroundthehouselookingforhim

andfoundhiminhisstudyhewasjustdrinkingand

lostinhisthoughts



Me:hi"

Helookedup,hiseyeswerefullofsorrowthesane

eyesIseeinhimwhenIcryorwhenI'msad,i

couldtellthatitkillinghimtoseehisdaughterso

brokenIguesspartofhimblameshimselfforher

mother'sleaving,andbrakingherdaughtersheart.

Him:howisshe"

Me:asleep"Imademywayinsidehisstudy

Him:gotosleep...IlljoinyoushortlyI'mjust

finishingupwork"

Ilookedathisdeskhislaptopwasnotopen,no

documentonsightjusthimandthebottleof

whisky,hisslippingtotheunknownagainandI



can'tallowthattohappened,Imademywaytohim

Me:talktome"

Helookedintohisglassanddidnotsayanything,I

satonhislapandpulledhisheadtolookatme

Me:comebacktome..."

HegavemeafaitsmileIrestedmybodyonhisand

heheldmeclose

Me:talktome"Isaidsoftly

Hebreathoutloud,andbrushedmyback,Iraised

myheadtolookathim "pleasetalktome..."I

kissedhimandhedidnotrespond"comebackto

me...."



Ikissedhimagainandherespondedandgrabbed

Metight,Itastedwhiskyandmintinhismouth,

hiskisswasroughandmixedwithlotofemotions

Him:Ican't...I'mtoangry"hesaidsoftlypulling

outfrommylips

Me:thendon'ttalk...Butcomebacktome"

Ipulledhimtokissme"I'llhurtyou..PleaseHle-

hledon'tdothis"

Ican'trisklosinghimandnottalkingtohim,he

needthisIneedtogivehimthis,Ineedmy

husbandbackifitmeanstakinginthepainthanso

beit,Ipulledhimandkisshim,hebreathourloud

devouringmylips,theanimalinhimcameout.



Hegroweld,pushedeverythingonhisdeskwith

hishanditwasscatteredonthefloor,hisglass

shatterandbrokeonthefloorheplacedmeonhis

table,hishandsTear,rend,ripandpullapartmy

nightdress,myunderweartearandsplitapart,

ThankGodforhisstudyforbeingsoundproof,he

fuckedmesenselesslyIconstantlyremindedhim

aboutoutpreciouscargo,hewillslowsdownand

rampuponmeagain,bitingscratchingandpulling

Itookitallin,hewasonitforhoursandwhenI

opensmyeyeshisstudywasamesseverything

wasonthefloorIwasnakedwithonlyathrow

coveringourlowerpartIwas,ontopofhimonhis

couchitwasalreadydawnsunabouttorise,I

lookedupandwasmeetbyhiseyes,

Me:hi"hesmiled

Hi:hi"hekissedmyforehead"Thankyou"



Ismiledandkissedhischestasheheldmeclose,

mybodyisinagonybutIsmiledtroughthetears,I

knowIgotbruisesallovermybody,Idon'twantto

mentionmyladypartstheyareonfirerightnow,

butitwasallworthit.

Mvelohashardtimecommunicatingorfacing

difficultemotions,"angrysexcouldbecomeaway

toexpresshimself"myDradvisedme,Itoldher

howsexwithMvelofeelslikeandshetoldmethatif

Idon'twanthimtobestackinhisownheadImust

givehimmybody.Sheaddsthat“angrysexcould

serveasanoutlettoexpressaggression”orbe“a

waytoreconnectandrepair”tohimIknowitwillbe

anavoidance,Itmayserveasanescapefrom

painfulfeelingshewassinkingintobuttomeis

havingmyhusbandback,Iknowhewillbeableto

talknow,Imarriedahalfbeastandmysexlifewill

neverbenormalIhavecometounderstandthat,

I'mnotsurewheniwillgetusetohimbutI'mtrying

tonotfocusonthepainwhenheisreapingme



apartbutthepleasureigetfromhim.

Me:IneedtocheckuponZee"_

Him:willyoubeabletowalk"

Me:Iwilltry"

Ifyouthinkmakeupsexisroughthenyouknow

nothingifyouhaven'thadmadcrazyangrysex,he

helpedmeupandstoppedtolookatmybody,he

ranhishandsonmybruises

Me:I'mfinebaby"

Him:mmmm""

Ipulledhisfaceandkissedhimandwrappedmy



bodywiththrow,heputonhisbriefs

Daybreakwasslowlyshowingandwehadtosneak

backtoourbedroomsonoonewillnoticeus,he

lockedhisstudyandwerushedout,Ikeptflinching

whenItakefaststep

Him:I'mputtingyouovermyshouldersifyou

continuedoingthishissingsound"

Me:shutupitsallyourdoing"

weweregiggledlikelovestuckteenagerswewere

closetothestairsandMvelowasbusykissingmy

neckwhisperingsweetnothinginmyearIwas

gigglingmesstillweheardsomeoneclearingthere

throatwestoppedandMveloshieldmebehindhim,

Idon'tknowwhatforbecauseI'mmoredescent

thenhim



"MorningNgonyama...."_shelookedbehindhim

andoureyesmeet"Ndlovukazi"_

Igreetedherandlookeddownembarrassmentwas

evidenceinmyeyes

Mvelo:oohkoko,morning"

Shelookedatusanddidthe"mmmm"sound

Mvelo:let'sgofinishwhatwestartedSthandwa

sami"heturnedaroundandkissedme

Me:Mvelo"Imumbledinhismouth

Him:what...IcankissyouanywhereIwantinthis

house,itsyourpalaceafterall"



Ipoppedmyeyesathimandwithoutanywarning

hethrewmeoverhisshoulderspankingmyass

whilerunningupstairsoohmygoodthelookonhis

grandmotherfaceisenoughtokillme,ifIthought

thiswomenhatedmebefore,Iknowthatshehates

meevenmorenow.

.

.

Mvelo***

IleftSbahleSleepingpoorthingwastired,

MakhumalosentmeatextrequestingthatIbring

thekidstoher,shesaidthattheyhavesimilarpain

therefacingthelossofamother,withPam'skids

itsdeathandwithmybabyhermotherabandoned

her



shewantedtodopsychevaluationonthemtoseeif

theyneedtoseeaprofessionaltohelpthemdeal

withtherelose.

AfterdroppingthekidsoffatMakhumalo'sImade

mywaytotheLundehomesteadkokoissosure

thatshehasanupperhandinthismindgamesshe

thinkssheplaying,butsheforgetsthatI'mtrained

forsuchandgoingtoLawschoolhasmademe

knowhowtoplaymycardsright,thatwhyInever

lostonesinglecaseeversinceIstartedpractising.

"mykingoohmyGod"

Itswasanelderlyladythatgreetedmebowing

down

Me:pleasemamarise..."



Her:oohyouwelcometoourhome...Please

pleasecomein"

Iwalkedinandmyguardsstayedoutside,itwas

smallhousebuthomelyIfeellikeI'mnotdoing

muchfortheeldersinmypanel,thisliving

conditionsarejustnotrightforthepeoplewhoplay

animportantroletothiscommunity

Me:IwashoppingtospeaktoBabaLunde"

Her:oohmyKingI'mnotsureifyouareaware

aboutthisbutmyhusbandhasbeeninandoutof

hospitalhishealthisgettingworseandworse"

Me:oohI'msorryaboutthatIdidnotknow...I'm

actuallylookingtospeakwithanymaleheadofthis

familyinthatcase"_



Iknowverywellthathishusbandissicksoseek

thathemaydieanydaynow

shebreathoutloudandlookedatme,"letmecall

Thabaniforyou"

Me:nomamapleasedon't,justtellmewhereheis

andIwillgo"

Shelaughed

Her:oohmykingIdon'tthinkitwiseforyoutowalk

inthesun,Thabaniisprobablyinfieldaswespeak

"

Ismiledstandingup

Me:mamapleasedon'tworrybeforeI'mKingI'm



stillayoungman,Icannotexpectyoumaandold

womentorunandcallyoursonwhileIcandothat

onmyown,justdirectmetowhereheisplease"

Shesmiled"oohGodblessyoumykingmayyou

ruleformanymoreyearstocone"

Ishookherhand,shethendirectedmetothefield,

thanksGodI'monmycasualclothsIputonmycap

andstartedthelongwalkuphill,Iwassweating

andhot,Ifinishthewaterfrommybottle,Iblame

thenicelifeformakingmesuchasnobandsolazy,

Ishoulddothismoreoften.

Iheardlaughterandsinging,andIknewthatthis

guysaremostprobablypushingtimewithsinging

anddoingsometraditionaldance,lifeisgoodin

villagenostressintheworldatall.

Themusicdieddownwhentheynoticedmethey



allbowedandgreetedme,

Me:pleasemybrotherriseup..."theydidas

instructedbutnotoncedidtheylookatMeineyes

Me:I'mlookingforThabaniLundengingamuthola

la?"_

Atalldarkskinguystooduphewasfewyearsolder

thenmeandlookedconfusedasfuck,hewas

wearingblueoveralltiedonhiswaisthewasnot

wearingatshitandIthoughtmybodywasbuffed

upbutyoohthisguyhereisjustbig,yourLubanzi

bigandscarykindofaguy

Him:Nkosiyami,youcalledforme"

Ilookedathimandherememberedthathewashalf

naked,hedecidedtopullthesleevesofhisoverall



upandzippeditup

Me:walkmememfethu"

Heplacedhishandsbeinghimandfollowedme

Me:Iheardaboutyourfatherbeingsick...Ijust

camebackfromyourhouseandyourmothertold

methathisconditionisworsenow"

Him:yeboknosiyami,theDrsaidhehasfew

weeksifnotdaysleft"

Me:I'msorrytohearaboutthat"

Him:thankyoumykingitmakesagratedealthat

youalsowenttocheckuponhim"



Me:yourfatherhasbeenloyaltotheroyalhouse

that'swhyIfeellikeIneedtoreturnthefavourand

tryandhelpyourfamilythebestwayIcan"

Helookedatmebutquicklylookedaway

Me:yourfather'sseatisstillopenintheroyal

councilandsinceyouarehisfirstbornSonthat

seatbelongstoyou"

Him:Mina?"

Istoppedandlookedathim

Me:yesyou...Youtheperfectcandidate,you

youngandyouhaveafreshbrainyouknowthe

issuesthatmostpeoplegotrougharoundhereand

totopitupyouMrLundesonandthatseatisyours

"



Him:oohmyGodIdon'tknowwhattosay"

Me:sayyesandIwilladdyournameonthecouncil

"

Him:ofcausemyking...YesIwilldoitforthe

royalhouseandmyhousethankyousomuch"

HewashappyandIwasrelievedthatheagreed,so

nowtothemostimportantpart

Wecontinuedtowalktalkinggettingtoknoweach

other,notthatIneededtoIknoweverythingto

knowaboutthisguy,withAustinhelpinfact,

Thabaniwasworkinginsomefactoryin

Johannesburglifebecametoughwhenthe

companycloseddown,hecamebackhometolook

afterhisfatherwhenhefellill,tomehisright

candidatetobemyeyesandearswithintheroyal



council,Ineedhimtoreporttomedirectlybecause

KokohasprovennotbetrustedandIwillnever

allowhertorulemyfatherslandfreelyneverits

endsnow!

Him:aishmykingthisistoomuch"

WhenwearrivedtomycarIgavehimbox,there

waslaptop,smartphoneandR25k,

Me:Thabanithenextmeetingisinfewweeks

timesIwillforwardalldetailstoyouandThabani

don'tforgotyoureporttomedirectly,Iwantto

knowwhosmiles,whofart,whosayswhat,who

fightwithwho,whohadthebiggestmouth,who's

tooquiteandmostlywhatmygrandmother'ssayin

allofthosemeetingsseyezwana'_

Him:yebonkosiyami'_



Me:Good,Iwillneedyoubankaccountdetailsso

thateverymonthyouwillgetamonthlypayforyour

hardwork"

Hewipedhiseyeshewascrying

Him:thankyouNkosiyami,Iwilldoasyouhave

instructedIwillnotletyoudown"

Me:ifyouloyaltoyourkingyouwillnevercryof

hungeragain..."Iwalkedclosetohim"bevery

district,thismustbebetweenyouandmecanI

trustyouwiththat"

Him:yesyoumaytrustmewiththatshouldIfail

youmylifewillbeinyourhands"Itaphisshoulder

andclimbedinmycar

Me:savemoneyandbuildyoumotherabigger



house,andshouldyouneedanythingI'maphone

callaway"

Him:IwillnotdisappointyoumykingmayGod

blessyou"_

Iaskedtheguardstojoinedmeinthecar

Me:ThabaniIforgottogiveyouthis"

Ithrewhimthecarkeys,hescreameditwasnot

somethingmuchjustanIsuzubukkie.Imovedown

...Workingonthenextoneinbringingkokotoher

kneesnobodymasseswithmyfamily.

.

.



Tobecontinued

chapter95

.

unedited

Sbahle

IwokesohungryandiwasaloneinmyroomItook

myphoneandtextedMvelo

"ukuphi"

Him:cinemaroomwiththekids"

Me:yourbabyishungry"



Him:comegetfoodfromdaddymybaby"

Ilaughedoutsoloud,Iwenttothebathroomtook

quickshower,Ijumpedintoleggingsandoneof

MveloT-shirt,Idraggedmysleepersandbumped

tooneofthehelpswithatreyoffood

Her:HerMajesty"

Me:yes"

Her:theQueenmothersaidImustbringyoufood

sinceyoudidnotcomedownforlunch"

That'safirst,thiswomendoesnotcareifIcome

orgo,eatorstarve

,whythesuddenconcernednowifIeatornot



maybeitsMvelo

Me:areyousureitstheQueenmotheror

Ngonyama?"

Her:QueenmothermyladyshegaveMestrike

orders"

Ithoughtaboutaskinghertoeatit,butI

rememberedthatauntThabidiedduetothefood

sheateonmybehalf,IOpenedtheleadandlooked

atit,itfishandchipswithgreensalad.

Me:I'msorryIcannoteatthispleasedisposeofit"

Iknowverywellthatfreshfishisnotgoodduring

pregnancy,somefishcontainMercury,mercury

consumedduringpregnancyhasbeenlinkedto

developmentaldelaysandbraindamagetothe

baby



Me:I'mallergictofish"Iwasnotgoingtotellher

thefullmedicaltermwhyIcan'teatfish,besides

mebeingpregnantisstillaveryprivatematter,she

noddedandIwalkedaway,Ifoundmyminifamily

talkingatonceKantiain'ttheysupposetobe

watchingamovie,Mvelowasrunningafterbaby

Naledi,whowantedtotouchthecinemascreen,it

waschaos,hiseyeslandedonmineheshrunkhis

shoulder,Ishookmyheadlaughinghewalked

towardsmewithNaledionhisarms,

Him:howyoufeeling"

Hekissedmynose

Me:likeIwashitbyatruck...Hallobabywho'sa

biggirl"IspoketoNalediShealreadywavingher

handstomesoItookherfromMveloarmsand

kissedherchubbycheekdoingbabytalkwithher



Him:sodealisbackon...Yousaid3dayswithout

beingintimateright?"_

HepulledmetohisarmswithNaledibetweenus,"

namiIneedakiss"hekissedme

Me:twoweeks"IkissedhimbackandNalediwas

slappinghimwithhertinnyhands

Him:ahhhbaby5daysanditsfinalorI'msanding

youbacktoyourfamily"

Me:asifyouwillsurvivewithoutme"

Him:damnwomenyougotmebytheballsandI

loveit"

Hekissedmeagainandweheardthekidssay'"



uuuuwweee"

Him:yousaidyouwanttowatchamoviewhyyou

watchingus!"

Theygiggled

Me:leavemybaby'salone...andfeedme"

Heleadmetotheseatandgavemepacketthere

wasacontainerofGreeksaladwithleanmeat,

anothercontainerwithfruitsalad,lawfatyoghurt,

crackersbiscuits100%_grapejuice

Me:whatisthis?'

Him:food"



Me:MveloNinayoureatingpizzaandburgersand

KFCandyougivemethis?"

Him:yepyoupregnantandwenot"

Me:ayisuka...Snegivemeasliceofpizzaand

chipsplease"

iputNaledidownandstuffedmyfacewithjunk

ooohGoditfeltsogoodinmymouthbutmy

stomachthrewitalloutfewminuteslaterfuckI

hatebeingpregnant

Mvelo:sonowcanyoueatyourfoodthatwon't

makeyousick"

Me:Ihateyoufordoingthistome"



Hekissedmouth,"Iloveyoutoo"

Iendedupeatingplainrollandjuice

Me:andyettheysayitsmorningsicknessbutto

meithappenedtroughouttheday...Intiredmvelo

..."

Him:only6monthsandfewweeksleft"

Me:reallyMvelo,youjusthadtoremindme"Ihit

hisshoulder

Him:hayyoushouldbeproudofme,Iknowhow

faralongyouare,yourDrappointment...Whatyou

caneatthatwillnotmakeyouvomit,butyoumy

wifeyouwanttoeateverything"



Me:youdidthistomeyoushouldknow!"

Him:andwegotfivemoretomake"Ihithis

shoulder

Him:youcanhitmeallyoulikebutithappening

Mabhengu"

Ilookedathimandhewinked,Idroppedmymouth

ashebrushedmytummy,Hisfacemeant

businessandhisnotplaying,withhissexappetite

itmostlikelytohappened.

Thedaywasfilledwithlaughterandlisteningtothe

chatterboxwewatchedanimationsmoviesallday

tillNaledifellasleeponMvelosarmshetookherto

hernursery,

Him:wanttodosomeadultfunstuff"



Me:likewhat?"

Him:Idon'tknowmakingoutinghostroom'

Me:ghostroon?"

Him:comeI'llshowyou"

Wesneakedoutlookedlikewedothisalotthis

days,wetooktheelevatorthe3rdfloorandmoved

tothewestwingofthepalace

Me:ihaveneverbeenherebefore"

Him:metoo,butMenzitoldmethatthereisghost

roomsomewherehere"helookedupandpressed

whatlookedlikelightswitchandtheroofopen



lettingoutwhatlookedlikealadder

Him:come"heoffersmehishandtoholdandwe

climbedup

Him:bloodybustedheevensetaroomhere"

Ilookedarounditisghostroomindeeditsthat

deadspacebetweentheceilingandtheroof,

otherwiseknownastheattic.

Me:andhowdidMenziknowaboutthisroom?"

Him:sexadventurewithSindytheydiditevey

wherewhere"

Ibustoutandlaughed,therewasbigcushionsa

rugonthefloorandsmallblanket,heopenedthe



windowandandmademeseatinbetweenhislegs

lookingoutsidethesmallwindowview

Him:Imissthisyouandmethequietness"

Me:metoo,"hebrushedmyhairback

Me:babe"

Him:mmm"

Me:didyoutellthekokotomakemelunchtoday?"

Him:no!whathappened"

Itoldhim whathappened



"shemadeyoufish?"

Ilookedathimandhiseyeschanged,

Me:Mvelo...Justcalmdown..."

"Shewantedtofeedmybabyfish...Ehhhuzonya

lomfazi'

Me:babe!"_

Him:IneedtocleanhousesoonerthenthanI

thought"

"Mvelo!"hewasstillbreathingheavilyItuned

aroundandlookedathim

Me:thereissomethingyounottellingmewhatisit



?'

Helookedatme,andIheldhisface

Me:talktomeplease"

Him:yesterdayyoutoldmethatManypeopleget

confusedandthinktheirparentsorthefamilythey

werebornintoismoreimportantthanthefamily

theybuildforthemselves.

Me:yesSthandwasamiIdid"

Heplacedhisforeheadonmineandhishandson

mytummy

him:youalsosaidthatYouroriginalfamilyshould

nevergetbetweenyouandyourcurrentfamily.so



don'ttolerateoriginalfamilymembersifthey

negativelyeffectyourcurrentfamily."

Irubbedhisheadandnodded"mmmm"

Him:theonlybloodrelativeIhavenowisZithelo,

Mzamomyunclehismymothershalfbrotherevery

thingIhavehepushedmetoworkhardtohaveit,

bemyownman,hewillprotectmeevenlayhislife

onthelineforme,andthereisyoumotherofmy

unbornbabytheloveofmylife,theairthatIbreath

myQueen,allofthisnameIhavementionedare

familybloodfamilytome..."

Me:youleftonenameout..."

Helookedatme

Him:bloodisthickerthenwatermylove,thereis



storymygrategrategreatgrandfatherSomdala

usetotellitwaspasseddownfromgenerationto

generationandnowI'mtellingittoyoumotherof

mycub"

Herubbedmytummyandspokehisbaby'myson

there’sabattlebetweentwowolvesinsideusall.

OneisEvil.It’sanger,jealousy,greed,resentment,

inferiority,liesandego.

TheotherisGood.It’sjoy,peace,love,hope,

humility,kindness&truth.”

Theboythoughtaboutit,andasked:

“Grandfather,whichwolfwins?”



Theoldmanquietlyreplied:

“Theoneyoufeed.”...

Iheldmymouth

Me:soI'mright...Shehasbadintentionsoverme

"_hewipedmytears

Him:Ineedtoprotectyouokwananje...Tillyou

comeintopower"

Me:butwhyMvelongimenzeni?"_

Him:thewallshaveearsmylove...Willgotothe

penthousetonightandtomorrowweneedseek

answersaboutyourpowerssowillhavetoflyto

KZN"Iwascryingmessandhewasholdingtight



Him:don'tcrypleaseSthandwasamiIwillfixit"

****

Its4:45amandI'mstandingoutsidethebalcony

thecoldmorningwingbrushingonmyskinasIhug

myselfIhugmybaby,Icouldnotsleepthereisalot

thatMvelosaid,Icried,Iscreamedandfoughtwith

himbuthejustheldmedown.

Mymomtoldmethatit'scommonandalmost

expectedfornewlywedstobuttheadswiththeirin-

lawsfromtimetotime,It'snaturalfortheretobe

anadjustmentperiodwhenitcomestowelcoming

newmemberswhichisawifeintothefamily,and

whileyourin-lawsprobablydon'thateyouasawife,

theymayhaveunresolvedapprehensionstowards

yourrelationshipwiththeirchild...son...My

husband.



afterMvelotoldeverythingIknewthatkoko

dislikedmebuttowishmeharmthatjustplainevil,

andshedoingallofthisforwhatathorn?

avoidinghavinganythingtodowithherwilllooklike

I'macowardandshemightfeelthatsheis

perfectlyentitledto"hateme"andtakemy

birthrightmyseatIsowishtostripherthistitleshe

holdssodearlybutMvelomademerealisethatI'm

carryinghispreciouscargoanditsnotimetogoto

thebeehivewithnomuskon.Fornowwellwithin

myrightstoavoidherliketheplague,whichiswhat,

Ibelieve,anyreasonablepersoninmysimilar

situationshoulddo.

Irubbedmytummyandsmiled

Me:IrememberthefirsttimeIsawyouonthe

ultrasound,youhadastrongheartbeatthatsanga



tuneoflovetomyears.Allmyfearsofbeinganew

momjustranoutsidethewindow.Iwasrelivingthe

momentIfirstsawthelookonyourfatherface

whenItoldhimthenews,hecriedtearsofjoyand

itwasthehappiestdayofhislife,wemadelove

thatnightforthefirsttimeItwasbeautiful.IknewI

waschosentobethemotheroflionsfromthatday

andIvowtoprotectyou..."

Ifelthishandholdingme,IdidnotrealisedthatI

wasevencryingbutIheardhimsay"itsOK...

ShuuuuI'mheremyloveI'mhere"

Me:whyarebadthisalwaysfallowingusMvelo,

wealwayshidingfromstraybullets,noonewants

toseeushappy,I'mtiredMveloI'mtired...""

Him:I'llfixthisbabyIpromisenoonewillhurtyouI

promise"_



Hekissedmyforehead

Him:HleloMnguniwilltakeovermyreignandhis

childrenandhischildrenchildren...Wecreateda

newbloodlinemyloveandtheywillcarrythe

legacyevenlongafterwearegone,nocommoner

willtakethatawayfromus"

Ilookedathim

Him:don'tbrakedownonmenowIneedyoutobe

strongforourchildren,you'reQueenSbahle

MnguniandyouwillriselikeaPhoenixthatyouare

uyezwa"

Inodded

Him:I'llmakesureofit"



Hehuggedmeagain,sotight

Him:comerest"hepulledmeinsideourbedroomI

stoppedbythebedandlookedathim

Me:PrayforourbabyMvelo"henoddedandtook

aT-shirtandputitonwebothkneeleddown

Him:DearGod,youhaveblessedthisfamily

beyondmeasurebygivingusthischildthatis

developinginmywife'swomb,Idecreeand

declarethatthefruitofinherwombisblessed.

Thankyouforcreatingthisbeautifulbabythatis

growinginherwomb.Lord,youhavealready

scheduledthedaysthatthischildwillbeinthis

worldwhileitisstillbeingknitinmywife'swomb,

LordIpraythatthisperfectgiftmaycontinue

developinginherwombwithoutanycomplications.

Beashieldaroundmyunbornchildthathemay

developfully.InJesus’name,IprayAmen."



Me:Amen"

Hehelpedmeupandtuckedmeinsidethebed,

Me:pleaseholdmeMnguni"

Hespoonedme

.

.

Mvelo***

Idecidedtomakebreakfastformyfamily,Ilove

beingthepenthouseitspeacefulnoservants,helps



noguardsjustmeinsidemyhouseplayingarole

ofbeingahusbandandafatherjustanormalguy

Me:kidsbreakfastisready!"

TheylefttheTVroomandrantothesittingroom

Me:norunning!"

Them"sorry"Imademywaytothenurseryand

foundNaledinannydressingherup"breakfastis

readyyoumaygoeatwiththekidsIgotthis"

Her:thankyousir'

Me:makesuretheyprayfirst"

Shesmiled"oofcausesir"ItookNaledifromher



"whatthefuckisgoingon"

IturnedarounditMzamo

Me:languageUncle"_hesawNalediandsmiledI

gavehimthebaby,tothinkthatthismanhad

pedophobia,afeartriggeredbythepresenceor

thinkingofchildrenorinfantsnotsolongagobut

Zeechangedallthefirsttimeheheldherandmade

hisheartwarmupforkids,

Him:matellsmeyouleftthehousecloseto

midnightlastnightwhatgoing?"

Me:youoncetoldmethatnevertotrustthe

Mngunipeoplebecausetheykilledyoursistermy

mother,youtoldmenottotakethethronebecause

theywillalwaysbeapriceonmyhead,youwanted

metocontinuewiththeempiremyparentsbuiltnot



mybirthright"

Him:whathasshedone?"

Ilookedathimwitharaisedeyebrow

Him:whathasNomacawedone!"

IheldmyfaceIcouldnotbelievethis

Him:youaremyonlybloodrelativethatIhaveand

Iwillbedamnedtoplaypuppetinhergame,

nothingconnectsuswithhernotbloodnotnothing,

shewasjustasecondwifetoyourNkosiyabantu

andthatallshewillremaintobe,sheisnotintittle

tonothing...sowhathasshedone!!"

.
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Sbahle***

TheplaneridefromSwazilandtoKZNwasjustsour



meandmveloarenotspeakingbecauseherefuse

totellmewhatkepthiminhisstudyforhourswith

UncleMzamo

,"itswasbusinesstaljbaby"_hesaid,likehellyah

itismybusinessthiswomenstartedactingcrazy

whenIcameintothepicture.

Me:IknowuncleMzamohedoesnotjustshowup

forafriendlyvisitheonlycomestroughwhenthere

isdamagecontrol,"_

Him:letitgoSbahle..."

Me:lookkokoisnotoneofmyfavoritepeopleat

thispointintimebutIdonotwishthatMzamoget

involveinthisweallknowhowhislike."

Him:Ineversaidanythingabouthimbeing



involved"

Me:andyouexpectmetobelievethat?"

Herolledhiseyesandpulledmebythehandwe

walkedoutoftheplaneandmadeourwaytothe

car

Me:wenotdrivingwiththekids"

Him:youkeeptalkingthingsthatIdon'twantmy

kidstohearsono"

Ihuffedandsetonthepassengerseat,ontheroad

theonlysoundplayingwasmusicby:jheneaiko

"Ican'tbelieveyoustillsulkingaboutthis"



Me:whydidyoutellhim"

Him:I'mnotdiscussingthiswithyou"

"Mvelo!"

Hegavemeaneyetoshutit,Ifoldedmyarmsand

lookedoutsidethewindow

Me:youpromisedtotellmeeverything"

Him:howcanItellyousomethingthatIhavenot

planonordecidedwhatsteptotakebabethereis

nothingtheretotell"

Me:youplanningsomethingIknowyou!"

Hebreathoutloud



Him:iweneedtodropthekidsatSbumom,ineed

totovisitSbuandhavethelongoverduetalkwith

him"

I'mgladhewantstodosomethingrightmending

brokenbridgeswithhisbrotherbutI'mtoopissedto

saywelldone,Ijustlookedoutsidethewindow

Him:MabhenguI'mspeaking"

Me:yebobabangiyakuzwa"

Ifakedasmileandhebreathoutloud"ooohthixoI

marriedcrazy"_

Thenanny'scarhadalreadyarrivedatSbumom

houseandwepackedbehinditwiththeguardscar

behindus,Sbumomisforeverbubbly,loudand



alwayshasasmileonherface,whyisshenotmy

motherinlaw,mymoodwasjustliftedupby

seeingherrunningtowardsme

"mahle...Mahlekamaawusamuhle"shesqueezed

mycheeks,halloI'mgrownasswomenwho'ssoon

goingtobeamominfewmonthstimes,didshe

stopnoshekissedmehuggedmetalkedaboutme

lookingfat,

"oohmychilduzithwele"Ipoppedmyeyeswhydo

grownupknowthisthingsI'mnotevenshowing

butshejusthadthatsixsense

Me:sawbonamomDolly"Inoddedtellinggetyes,

Sheengulfedmeonahug

Her:yousoyoungwhysosoon"sheturnedand

lookedatmvelo



"Youdidthistoher"

Mvelo:dollydolly..."hetriedtohugherbutshehit

hisshould

Her:don'tdollydollyme,youbusymakingbaby's

andyouforgotaboutme?"

Mvelo:mom"

Her:whenlastdidyoucometocheckuponmeor

callme,sowestopbeingyourfamilywhenmy

sweetPameladied"

Mvelolookeddown,youseewhyIlikehershean

openbookstraightforwardandcrazy,yesmomtell

himinfactslaphim,IlookedatMveloandlaughed



Mvelo:aishmasorryitswork..Andngibusynje...

ButIpromisetomakeituptoyou"_

Her:toBusytocallmeTrevor??,Ilostmybaby

girlPamandyoudisappearedonmeandmyother

childisgoingtroughdepressionwhatmust

happenedtomemustIdieofstressehhh!!?"

"gogo...gogo...Nalediisawake"theminionssaved

thedaymamaDollyrantothehouseshestopped

bythedoorandlookedatMvelopointingafinger

Her:wenotdoneMinanawemfanaWami!!!"she

clickedhertongueandwalkedinside

IlookedatMvelostandingnexttomelikeawet

chickenhewasevenpale

Him:don'teventhinkaboutlaughing"



Iheldmymouthandshookmyhead

Him:Sbahle!"

Me;whatI'mnotlaughing"

Hescratchedhisheaddebatingaboutgoinginside

thehouseornot

Him:IhavetogoseeSbuwillchatwhenIcome

back"

Me:younotcominginside?"

Him:hellnoshewillskinmealive,besideSbuis

alsogoingtokickmyasswhenheseesmesoI'm

savingmyselfforhim"



Ibusyoutandlaughed

Me:poorbaby."

Him:prayforme"

Ilaughedhekissedmeandranoff,Itookmy

phoneoutandtextedSindy

"bitchI'mintown"fewsecondslater

Her:what?Whereyourhouse?"

WowIdidn'tevenknowIhaveahouseinDurban,

JesuskantihowmanyhousesdoesMvelohave?"



Me:nobabeI'matmaDollyhouse,Sbumom"

Her:ngiyezamanje"

IwalkedinsidethehouseandfoundSbumomin

thekitchen,thiswomenlovescookinganddrinking

Ilookedatherandlaughedwhochopveggieswith

onehandandaglassofwineontheother

Her:drinklikeafishdinnerlikeaswine..."I

laughed

Me:youneedanyhelpma?"

Her:doyouevenknowhowtocook'

Me:maI'maZulugirlandIwastaughtfromany

earlyagehowtobetheperfectwifematerial,have



youseenhowfatMvelois...thatmema"

Shechuckled"Pamwouldhavelovedyou..."I

smiledlookingdownshegavemeanapron,sheis

achatterboxesthisonetalkingtoherievenforget

thatsheisolderthanme,shesoyounginspiritand

justalovelysoul.

Ourrelationshipgrewsomuchwheniusedtocall

herandcheckuponthekidsandwejustclicked

"dolly...Dolly...Dolly!"

Sindysaidwalkinginwaitshewearingat-shitonly?

HayboobutifIhadlegslikethatnamiIwassure

goingtoshowoff.

"maSindironjayami"



Theyfistbump,Sindytookherwineanddownedit,

OKwhatjusthappened

Sindy:haywifeofmybrother"shehuggedmeandI

huggedherback

Me:thenameisSbahle"

Her:andyoustillmarriedtomybrotherso?"

Me:Igiveup,thatwasfastIjusttextedyounow"

sheopenedthefridgeandtookoutabottleand

pouredmorewineanddrankit

sindy:Iwasvisitingmydaughterdowntheroad"

Me:daughter?"



Ma'Dolly:itsherniece,howissheJomotoldme

shehasflu"_

Me:oohk"

Sindy:sheismuchbatterthepediatriciansyou

recommendedgavehergoodmeds"

Ma'dolly:I'mgladIcouldhelp'

sindy:andmaubabau'Jomouthi'hello'"she

imitatedamalevoice"

Madollythrewadishclothather"Sindycutitoff...

"

Sindy:whyvelemaheissinglegoodlookingand

needsaroundassyakhonje,comeongivetheguy



achancealreadyyoucallingeachotherandgiving

eachothertipsonhowtoraiseyourgrandchildren"

IwasintearsSindyhasnofilter,maDollystarted

swearingatherandkickingherout,Sindypulled

myhandandweleftthehouselaughing,

Sindy:I'lltellhimyousaidhello!"

Momdolly:hambaLanayouScarecrow!!"

Sindy:loveyoutooma"

Me:doyoueveractnormal?"_

Her:hasJesuscameback?"

Ilaughed



Sindy:wegoingforaridedon'tfollowus"shesaid

tothebodyguard'sbuttheyjustlookedather

Me:theydonotlistentonoonebutMzamo,strict

orderswhenitcomestooursafety"

Ijumpedinthepassengerseat

Her:serious?"

Me:yap"

Welaughed"soyoutryingtohookmomdollywith

ababJomo"

Her:yeptheguyislikemyseconddad,andhisthe

bestfatherever"



Me:hedatedyourmom?_"

Sheshookheard

Her:nobutshefatheredmyhalfsistermyfathers

bustedchild

Me:what?"

Her:somymommarriedmydadwhenshewas

pregnantwithmenotknowingthatmydadisatwo

timinghoethatwasfuckingwithmymombest

friendonasideforyearsandevenmadeababy

beforeIwasevenconceivedthefuckuppartisthat

mymom'sfriendwasalreadymarriedthentoBaba

Jomoandpinnedthebabyonhimsothathowhe

gottoraisemysisterashisownchild'



Me:no!"

Her:yesandIonlyfoundoutaboutmyhalfsister

likefewyearsbackwhenmymomshotandkillhis

bestfriendaftershecaughtherredhandedinbed

withmydad"

Mymouthwasonthefloor"Sindyunamanga"

Her:believefriendbelieveit!Itsactuallyfunny

whenyoulookatthisway'I'mactuallyclosewitha

manthatmymommadeawidow'shebustoutand

laughed"aishlife"

Ishookmyheadinshock

Me:Sindythisisnotfunny?"



Her:nopointinstressingaboutit'"

Me;andyourdadishestillinthepicture"_

Her:oohhisinjailturnedoutthathewasnotonly

justanabusivehusbandbutadirtycopsohewill

bethereforalongtime"

Me:Sindythisistoomuch"

Her:whydoyouthinkI'msoscrewedup'

Shelaughed

Me:soyousaidyouvisitedyourniece,soyouand

yoursisterareclose'

Her:wewerenotatfirstIkindfuckedaguyshe



wasdatingandturnsoutthattheguywasZoe

brotherZweligodresthisgooddick"

Iheldmyface"Sindy!"

Her:I'mbeinghonesthewasthebestIhaveever

hadGodIhopeMenzineverfindsoutaboutthis"

Ilaughedasshelookedaroundthinkingshewillsee

Menzi

Me:yousocrazy"_

Her:anywaywewerecloseafterward,Zoedoing"

sherolledhereyes

her:andwhentruthcameoutaboutussharingthe

sanebloodwebecameveryclosesisterbondclose,

tillshedecidedtopackedupandleaveaftergiving

birthtomyniece"



Me:oohmyGodwhy?"

Her:Portiaissofty,acrybaby,shewasnever

goingtocopeatlookingatherbabyaftershefelt

responsibleforherfather'sdeath"

Me:oohshamepoorthing,doyoustillkeepin

touch..."

Her:shecallsnowandthenwithaburnerphoneI

thinkshedoesnotwanttobefound"_

Me:soZoebrotherdiedbecauseofyoursister"

Thecarcametoahalt

Het:yepshefollowedinhermother'sfootstepand



hoearoundtillaninnocentgirlwasputtojailfor

shootingaguythatmysisterwascheatingwithso

appledoesnotfallfarfromthetree"

Me:wow...Thisissomedeepshit"

Shechuckledandstepoutofthecar

Her:comelet'sgoeat"

Iwasstillshocked,iwasmovinglikeaZombie,

whichworldwasIleavingin?whenIgettolearn

aboutcrazyshitlikethis

WhenwewalkedinsidethehouseIrealisedthatits

Guguhouseshewasseatingintheloungewitha

bottleofsavannadry,shejumpedupwhenshe

sawme



Her:ooohmyGodroyaltyinmyhouseImustthank

theGods"

Me:uyaphapha"wehuggedandshepulledmeto

sitnexttoher

Gugu:wowwhathappenedtoyouwhodied"she

lookedatme

Sindy:oohIjusttoldherhowmomkilledPortia's

momandhowCicikilledZweliandPortiafledand

vanished'

Gugu:yoothatsluthidingonaninnocentface

almostkilledNkonzowithstressandgotanother

childinprison,foropeningupherlegstothatgood

fornothingabusivejerk"

Sindy:hayidon'tBlanemysisterforZwelibeing



abusive,Portiawasasurviverunderthehandsof

thatmanaswell"_

Gugu:dickmustbesogoodthatshewentbackto

himwhensheknewthathewasinaserious

relationshipwithcici"_

Hrt:yathatwasprettyslutyofher,buteitherwayI

knewthatCiciwillleavethathouseinacoffinand

ZwelibehindbarsbutGodworksinmysterious

ways,anothergooddickisfuckingangelsnow"_

Gugu:youshouldknowyoufuckedhimwhilehe

wasstilldatingyoursister"

Me:guysplease!"_

Sindy:ngizokuclaphaGuguyezwa!'Shepointeda

fingerather



Gugu:hhayifutsekwenanifuzeuyihlongokufeba"_

Me:guys...Timeout!timeout!...Wow!Jesus

holduplet'stakeabreatherplease!"_

Theylookedatmeandateachotherandjustoutof

abluetheybustoutandlaughed,OKwhatjust

happenedweren'ttheyfightingorjustdoingthe

straighttalkthink?

Sindy:hawuGuguwearevisitorsinyourhouse

andyounotevengoingtomakeusfood"

Gugu:youknowthekitchenandwhileyouatit

showSbahlearoundthereisnoroyaltyinmyhouse

sabafazisonkeLA"

Me:ain'tyoutheonethatwasthankingtheGods



likefewminutesago"

Gugu:FucktheGodsyouaremyfriend"_

Ijustlaughedthistwoarecrazy,therewere

drinkingandtalkingloud,theytoldmealotabout

therelivesgrowingupIstillcan'tbelievetherewere

Swornenemiesinhighschool,somethingdowith

MenziandGuguhavingathingandSindyfound

outandbeatupGuguyoosindyneedtowritea

bookherlevelofcrazyisjustskyhigh.

welatervideocalledZoeandshewasgoingcrazy

andwantedtoflydown,IhopetoseeherbeforeI

leaveyouknowwhatIwillseeherthatmygirl

"youdoknowthatyoustillneedtodrivemetoMa

Dollyhouse"ItoldSindywhowaslookingwayto

tipsynow



Her:yousoberyouwilldriveyourself"

Gugu:velevelewhenismamDollygettingaman"

Sindy:youseeSbahle!gratemindsthinkalikethat

whyI'mhookingherup"

Gugu:withwho?"sheraisedaneyebrow"

Me:withbabaJomo,Portia'sdadright"Ilookedat

sindyandshehighfiveme

Gugu:Sbuwillkillyou"

Sindy:buttheywillbegoodtogetherokusalayo"

Gugustumbledupandsaid"Idon'twanttobepart

ofthisSbuhasalreadypunchedBonganisomany



timeswhenhegettooangryIdon'twanttobenext

"

Me:oohmyGodmymanisvisitinghim"

Sindy:wellbepreparedtonursehiswounds

becausethatanimalisangryateveryoneever

sincePamdied,Idon'tknowhowZoeandBanzi

speaktoHimwithoutgettingbitchslapped"

Me:hisblamingeveryone?'

Sindy:everyone!"

IheldmymouthIlookedformyphoneshitIleftmy

bagandmaDollyhousewhenPamdraggedmeout

,IhopeMveloisOK.



Gugu:didItellyouthatBonganihadamajorcrush

onSbumom"shesaidwalkingbackintheroom

withaplateofspicynuggetsandthrowingherself

nextmeItooktheplateandstuffedmyface

Sindy:thatnotsurprisingyoubaddydadyisaman

hoe"

Gugu:noSindyhewasamanhoeIchangethat

idiot"

Webustoutandlaughedthisgirls

Gugu:youknowwhileIwasintheluhIkepton

thinkingabouthersheneedstogetlaid,youknow

thatsheseparatedwithSbudadwhenSbuwas6

yearsandneverremarriedbutmadethebottleof

winehernewman"



Me:shameshemusthavereallylovedhim"

sindy:yepandbrokehertonevertrustanyman

again,youknowEveryonehasexperiencedpain

andhurtatsomepointintheirlives.Wehaveallfelt

likeourtrusthasbeencompromised,andwe

wonderifwewilleverbeabletotrustagain."

Gugu:yepbeentheredonethat,Those

experiencescanbeverypainful,

Youbecomesoscaredtotrustagainforfearof

futurepain"

Me:aishya....Lifeismessedupbroitsjustfucked

usoverwhenweleastexpectit."

Her:andworsepartisthatBetrayalbyalovedone

bringsonsomeofthemostpowerfulpain



imaginabletrustisthefoundationofallmeaningful

relationships,andyoucannotjustskipoverit."

Ilookedatherandnodded,kokohasbrokeMvelo

trustandIhopeforhersakeshewilljustforgetthis

plottingagainsthimbecausethatmanofmine

whenhegetangrythereisnotellingwhathewilldo

Sindy:I'mjustthinkwhenItakeaknifeandcut

themandputthemonmyblanderaddvodkaand

limeanddrinkmybloodybustedshake"

MeandGugu:what?

Sindy:oohMenziballsifIcatchhimcheating"

Me:what!"



Gugu:yousickgirl"theyfistbumpandweallbust

outandlaughed

****

SindywasrightMvelohadahouseinsomeposh

neighborhood,Idrovehertoherplaceandasked

theguardstotakemetomyotherhousesince

MvelowasblowingupSindyphonelikecrazy,

Ijumpedoutofthecarandmademywayinside

damnkantihowrichisthisguyvele?

Me:babe!"

Iwalkedaround,

Him:kitchen"



IrolledmyeyesasifIknowwherethekitchenis,I

followedhisvoiceIfoundhimseatinginthekitchen

counterwithoutatoponandamixvegicepacket

onhishead

Me:oohmyGod"

Hisfacewasred,splitlip

,andsomefewbruisediscolouredskinonthebody

maybecausedbyabloworimpactrupturing

underlyingbloodvesselsonhisuppertorso

Me:whathappened"

Him'gettingSbutotalkhappened"



Me:hedidthistoyou?"

Irantohimandhuggedhim

Him:ouch..Baby...Aish"

Me:sorry"islowlyletgoofhimitooktheicebag

tolookathisface,notthatbadjustfewredbruises

andswellings

Me:didhetalk"

Him:ya...Hismad...Stillgrieving...SkinnyIdon't

thinkheeats,IfoundhimInbadshapeHle-hle,

whatkindofabrotheramI?Iwastoofocusedin

makingmefeelbetterthatIforgotabouthim...

Pammustberollinginhergravebabe"



Me:whatimportantyoufixedthingswithhim"

Him:whatifIwastoolate,hewasaloneinthat

house,helosttheloveofhislifeI'msurehe

thoughtaboutdeathsomanytimesortakinghis

life"

Iheldhisface"andhedidnotbecouseheknewthat

hehashisfamily,you,hiskidshismom,your

friends...Hehassomuchtoliveforandbyyou

talkingtohimisafirststepinhimhealing,hewill

gettherewejustneedtobethereforhimandbe

patient"

Hepulledmetohisarms

Him:...Seeinghimlikethatmademethinkofwhat

IwoulddoifIloseyou"



Me:thatwhyweneedtoliveourliveslikeitsthe

last"

Ilookedathimandkissedhim

Him:ouch"

Me:sorry'

Ihelpedhimgetdownfromcounter,

Him:youknowthatSbucriedwhenIshowedhim

Naleditakingherfirststep"

Me:thatgoodright?"

Henodded,



Me:thankyouMveloIknowitwon'thappenedover

nightbuthewillrealizethatheneedsNaleditoface

hispain"

Him:Ihopesotoo..."

Me:comeletmetakecareofyou"

Him:mmmmIlikethesoundofthat"

Me:ImeantyouwoundsMvelo'

Hewaswalkingbehindmeandholdingmywaist

leadingwetohisbedroomIthink"

Him:youknowsinceI'mbadlyinjuredyoucanbe

ontop"



Me:ihaveneverbeenontop"

Him:Iwouldlovetoteachyou"

Alreadyhishandswaspullingmydressup

Me:babywehadadeal"

Him:newhousenewrules..."Itriedtoescape

fromhisholdandrantowhatIthinkisbathroom

buthewasfastIwasalreadyonhisholdandhe

wasticklingMe

Me:stop...stopit...Mvelomani!"Iwasalaughing

mess

.
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Sbahle***

IslowlyuntanglemyselffromhisholddahmIhate

beingpregnant,itstartedwheniwasaboutfive

weeksthissocalledmorningsickness,youknow

BeforebecomingpregnantIknewallaboutmorning

sickness-hopoutofbed,haveaquickpuke,then

offyougoodtogo,betteroutthanin,right?Wrong.

All-daynauseawouldbeamoreaptnameforit

thereisnomorningsicknessaboutit.

ItnothelpingthatMvelofeedsmeeverysecondhe

gets,hestarteddoingthiswhenIwasseven

weeksandhadAlltheplanstofillmyunbornchild

withvitaminsfromfreshfruitandveg,Iwasnot

havingitasfellbythewaysideasImechanically



anddoggedlystuffedmyselfwiththefourmajor

foodgroups:bread,butter,roastchicken,lamp,

pockandchips.IfImanagedanappleaday,itwas

agoodday.

Butallmymeatydeliciousmealswerejustaurgout

ofmyguts

"drinkgingerwaterithelpswithnausea"fuckthey

wrong,sohereIamthrowingmygutsoutandifeel

likemyinsidesarecomingout

"Godwhy...Whyme"

Thenauseahadanunexpectedknock-oneffect,too.

Ihavehadaweirdcravingsforthingslikesoilor

washingpowder.LikereallySbahleyousmelling

thewashingpowder,fuckI'mlosingmymind.



ImademywaybacktothebedIlookedattheclock

anditswasafterthreeurgwhereismysleepnow?

Mvelo"mmmm"hepulledmeclosetohimand

cuppedmybreastIfeltMnguniwakeuphestarted

tomovehishand,Jesusthismanistryingtokill

me,

Me:I'mtiredbabySleep"

Hekissedmyneck,"buthiswakenow"

Fuck...Fuck...Ihatebeingpregnanthisforever

hornytalkingabouthowwormandtightiamyou

knowifitwasforHimhisdickwillbeimplanted

insidemypussy

Me:I'mtiredMvelo"



Hishandswasalreadyonmynanaandworkinghis

magic,shit!Ihadnopantsonandthatgavehiman

easyaccess

Him:mmmm'

Ifapregnantwomantellsyoushe'stired,don't

competewithtaleslike"aishIhadalongdayat

work"thatnothingcomparedtobeingpregnantand

tired,thistirednessislikeanactualweight,ontop

ofanotherweightdraggingyoudown.

"moveyoulegbabe"hesaidbitingmyear,his

nevergoingtostophewillwanttogetontopofme

andI'mhealingfromtheangrysexwehadinhis

studysonodickdownthereno!

"fuck...Mabhenguungenzani...Yesbabyyes...

OohmyGod...OweMa...Yesbaby"



Yepmymouthgotpowertomakemybaespeakin

tongues,heshoothisloudonmymouthmaking

metakeanothertriptothelooIrinsedmymouth

andpeedforthethousandstime!

Thelionwasfastsleepinglikeababy,thankGod!I

placedmyheadonhischestandtwohourslatermy

eyeswerestillwideopeninsomniaFuck!thisis

partlycausedbyneedingtoweeevery90minutesI

actuallyfeltmyuterus'pops'out,anditsits

squarelyonmybladder.Ilieinbedandcan'tswitch

offtheirrationalpartofmybrain,thepartthat

wantstogooverandovertotheloo.

"IpeealotIvomitandworstpartIcan'tsleep..."I

ventedtomyfriendslastnight

"_Ohyes,thisispreparingyouforwhenthebaby's

arrived.Thenyou'llnevergetANYsleepEVER

AGAIN.EVER."Gugusaid,ittookalottoresist

smashingherstupidfaces.



Ithinktheabsoluteworstthingaboutthefirst

trimesterthough,iskeepingyourpregnancya

secret.

Allthiscrazystuffisgoingonandican'ttalkto

momaboutit.Thisispossiblythebiggestthing

that'severhappenedinmylife,and,theonlything

that'shappeninginmylife,andihavetokeep

schtum.

I'mcloseto3monthsnow,closeinstartingthe

secondtrimesterhopethingsgetbetter

ThesuncameupandI'mstillawake

Hefoundmethebathroombrushingmyteethhe

kissedmycheekandhewenttopee,



Me:morning"

Him:mmmm"

Hedidhisthingandflushed,hestoodbehindme

andpushedmetothesinkandwashedhishands,

reallywegottwobasinhereandhehadtobother

me,

Me:youfacelooksbetter"

Him:mmm'

Irolledmyeyes,notthisagainfatherGodIhateit

whenhewakesuplikethisIjustcan'tdeal,

"hemayhaveseensomethingdisturbingonhis

dreamsorisithunywasakhesiphakeme...Just



rememberthatWhenheislashingoutatyouina

badmood,thefirststepistodepersonalizeitsnot

youbutizidalwazakhethatmakinghimlikethat"

Mamakhumalooncetoldme.

Ilookedathim jumpintoashower,bangingthe

poordoor,Ileftthebathroom hisinhismoodshe

willnottalkthewholemorningGoditsgoingtobe

longday,IwalkedaroundonhisT-shirtandtooka

minitouraroundthehouseIcan'tbelievethisis

SbuworkhisreallygoodatthisArchitectthing,

ThehouseisnotbigliketheoneinUK,not

glamorousliketheroyalhouseorplainliketheone

inmyhood,itslookslikeabachelorcondo,with

moderndesigneditlookbigbutactuallyhasfew

room,thishousehasnofurnitureonlyhisbedroom

,theloungeandkitchenhasfewfurnitureinit.

Imademyselfcupoftearandwalkedaroundthe

greengrass,itstooquite,Ilikethehighwallsthat



makesitimpossibletoseeyourneighbours,

"I'mhungry"Ilookedbehindmehewasdressedin

hisjeansonlythatrestedonhislowerwaist

revealingtheVshape,mmmmhot,Ilookedupat

himandhewasexpectingmetostopwhatI'm

doingandfeedhimreallyMvelo?

I'mtheonewho'spregnantandIshouldbetrowing

fewtantrumbutnomymandecidedtobeatmeto

it,beingintherelationshipwithMveloisliketrying

tohandleaadouble-edgedswordoneminutehis

gentleandlovingthenextHisaragingbullor

shouldIsaylion,thisissofrustrating.Ijustfeel

likeIwillbewalkingoneggshellsaroundhimtill

hecomesdownfromhisbloodymoodswing.

IdraggedmyfeetbacktoThehouse,pasthimby

thekitchenwenttoourbedroomtookhisphoneand

orderedbreakfast,madethebedtookabathand

wrappedmyselfwithatowel,Idumpedmyselfon



topofthebedcallingMa'Dollytocheckuponthe

kids

Him:angizwakaliyiniifngikhuluma!"

Helookedatmestandingbythedoorma'Dolly

phonekeepsringingandshenotansweringit,shit

!

Him:sonowI'mtalkingalone"

Me:yiniMvelo...Foodisonthewayawukametu"

Him:hayidontraiseyourvoiceatme!!!"

Irolledmyeyesandlookedtheotherway,Ifeltmy

tearsburningmyeyesIhateitwhenhislikethishis

moodjustpronesosuddenandIcan'tdealwithhis



dramaticchangesI'mtryingtodisengageintalking

tohimtillhisswingscomedownbuthisbreathing

overmyneck,outoffallthemaninthisworldthatI

couldhavelove,Ihadtofallinlovewitha

SangomaNxa!

Rightnowhisbangingthedoorsclickinghistongue

andmovingaroundthehousemakingmyheadspin

,doesheknowthathisbabykeptmeupallnight

andhisheredisturbingmypeace.

IgetamassagethatthefoodisatthedoorIgo

answertothedeliveryguy,takingfewnotesfrom

Mvelowallet.

"Thankyou,andhereisyourtip"

Guy:thankyousisihaveagoodday"



IclosedthedoorandwhenIturnedhewasbehind

me,Ilookedathisbodysincehisstillwalking

aroundwithoutaT-shirton,shithemakesmehorny

.waitwasn'tthisguybruiseduplastnight?you

cannottellnow,okIwishIhadabloodoflion.

Me:I'llgoputthisonaplate"_

HedidnotsayawordImovedtothekitchenand

wasopeningupcupboardslookingforplates

Him:youanswerstrangemanhalfnakednow!"

Nkosiyami!Icontinuedtolookforplatesand

ignoredhim,Hebangedthecounterlikeamadman

Him:Sbahle!"



Ilookedathimandheshookhisheadandwalkout,

IgottheplatesandstarteddishinguphisfoodbutI

heardthefrontdoorslammedhardandseconds

laterthecartyresscratchingthepavement,Iranto

thedoorandhewasinthecarabouttodriveoff

Me:Mvelo!!"

Helookedatmehiseyesrunningupfrommytoes

tomyface

"Getinsidethehouse!"

Iwasaskinghimwhereheisgoingandwhatabout

hisfoodwithmyeyes,buthislooktoldmeImust

gobackinsidethehouseasheinstructed,Iturned

onmyhillsandwalkedbackinsidethehouse,i

heardthecardrivingoffoffIbreathoutloud,you

knowDatingduringyourtwentiesisanexperience

initself,butwhenyoumarriedandlivingwitha



manwhochangescolourslikechameleonitsjust

crazy.Itookmyfoodandmademywaytothe

bedroom Iwasabouttocrybuttoldmyselfthathis

onhisownheadhewillcomeback,thisisjust

temporaryheneedairandIneedtoeatinpeace

andsleepinpeace.

"yeswecomingI'mjustwaitingforSbahletowake

up'

...

"shemustbetired'

IopenedmyeyesandIwasmeetbyhisbackhe

wastalkingonthephone,Isawmyclotheslaidon

thebeddenimjumpsuit,Ican'twearthisthosethis

manknowthatIweeweelikeeverysecondshitjust

thinkingaboutitmademeruntothebathroomand

didthe"aaaah"soundonceI'mdone



IlookedupandIwasmeetbyMvelostandingby

thedoor,

Him:youfinishedbreakfast"

Iwipedmyselfandflushedwashedmyhandsand

movedpasthimbutheheldmyhand

Him:lookaboutearlier"

Me:saveitMnguni"

Him:hayi!...I'mtalkingtoyou"hepointeda

fingeratme

Me:Iain'tgoingtolistentoshit!"Ipushedhis

fingerawayfrommyface



Him:oohisthathowyoutalktomenow"

Iwasshortlookingupathimheletgoofmyarm

butheldmywaistpulledmetohimhisbackagainst

thewall

Me:respectisearnedMnguni!"

Him:bullshit,I'mgoingtotalkandyougoingto

listen"

Me:thehellIwill!"

Him:ngiyakukhuzaSbahle"

Me:justletmego"hetriedtopullmetohimbutI

pulledback,thismoodthingIgotitaswellhemust



justbuzzoffit'smytimenowtobemoody,I

roughlypulledawayfromhisholdandmademay

waytothebedroom,

Him:I'mtryingtoapolo..."

Me:don'tevensayit...Uyezwa!!"

Idroppedthetowelputinmyunderwearthatwas

placedonthebedreallyflorallacepantywith

matchingbra,Whatwashethinkinginbuyingthis

shit,Iputonmybraon,hewasJustlookingatme

Him:lookI'mlikethiseversinceIcouldremember,

itaconditions,Ihavenocontrolover,ifIhurt

you'refeelingthensorry"hesaiddismissingmeis

thismanforreal

Him:'thenSorry??...Thensorry???yousay!!!".I



walkeduptohimandpushedhim

Him:stopactingcrazywillyou"'_

Me:ittakesonetoknowone"

Him:damitSbahleyoureallypissingmeoffnow!"

Me:oohlookwho'sshoutingnow!ifyourwishis

formetohaveamiscarriagethangoaheadand

bitemyheadoff!!"

Hepoppedhiseyes

Him:don'tpinmybabyinthisshit"

Me:youstartedit...!Youtheonethatisstressing

me!!"



Him:stopraisingyourvoiceatme"hesaid

clenchinghisjaws

"Iunderstandyouhavemoodsswings,"Ipocked

him

"itsaconditionyousay"Ipockedhim

Me:andI'mgoingtobeonreceivingendofyour

tantrumbutdonoteverImeaneverstressmeout

whenI'mininthisconditions"Ipointedoutatmy

belly

Me:ifyouwanttohaveyourswingsdothatwhenI

givebirthandIwillshowyouflamesNxa"



Ipushedhim butheheldmyarms

AndpulledmetohimandpinnedhislipsonmeI

pushedhimoffandslappedhim

Him:whatthefuck"

Ipulledhimwithhishairtomeandsmashedmy

lipsonhim

"fuckSbahlemani..."hepickedmeupIwrapped

mylegsaroundhim,surprisinglyhewasgentlyand

mademecomemorethenIshouldiwasbagging

himtofuckinrealisebutasalwaysIwasflipped

fromwalltothebedtothefloortoshowertillI

tappedout,leavingmepearlizedonhisarms

Him:weneedtogetgoingyourmotherisexpecting

usfordinnerwakeupHle-hle"



Hekissedmymouth,Ipulledthecoversovermy

headhewasalreadydressedIcouldsmellhis

cologne"goaway"

Him:Itellyousomanytinestostopshoutingatme

butyoujustdon'tlisten,ItoldyouIwillfuckyouto

submissive"

"shutup"

Hechuckled"wakeupmamakheitsgettinglate"he

said

"I'mtiredlet'sgotomorrow'"ireallycannot

believearguingwithMvelomademybodyheatup,

oneminuteiwantedtokillhim thenextwanted

himinsidemeIjustwantedtodigmyclawsonhim

andallowhimtohavehiswaywithme,oohmy

goodI'mbecominglikeSindy...Mvelodickis



drivingmecrazy.

Ifeltagushoffwindhittingmybodyiwasexposed

Mvelojustpulledthecover

Me:MVELO!!"

Iwasbutnakedandthisguylookedatmewitha

glassofwateronhishands

Him:wakeup'

Me:leavemealone!"Hesplashedmewithwater

onmyface,Ijumpedofthebedruningafterhim"

I'mgoingtokillyou"

Him:I'llbeinthecardressup!!!"hewasalready

downstairsdamnhisfast



Me:Ihateyou"

Him:I'mgoingtocomeupthereandfuckyouyou

sohardifyoudon'tgetdownin10min"

"Aaaaaaah!!!!!"Helaughedandwalkedout

.

.

Mvelo***

WeArrivingatSbahlehousewewerewelcomeby

hugsandkissedonthecheeksbymom.Andthe

MngunibrotherIwoulddaythruhavewarnedupto

mesowalkinginthishouseWSnotawkwardatall,



Sbahlemomoutdidherselfwithcookingitwas

onlyusmeSbahle,Nsika,Mlondiandthemom,

thisfeltlikehomethefeelingofbeingaround

peoplewhojustwelcomedyouwithoutwanting

anythinginreturn,welaughedsomuchandtalked

abouteverythingbesidesthetopicofSbahlebeing

pragnantMlondimightevenkillmeforknockingup

hersisterwillwaittillsheshowing

Sbahle"babewhyyousmilingtoyourself"

Me:nothingI'mjustgratefullytohavefamilylike

yoursinmylife"

SbahlesmiledandbrushedmycheekIloveitwhen

shedoesthat

Sbahlemom"andthat???areweboringyoutwo

lovebirds"



Ilookedaroundthetablealleyeswereonus

Sbahle:aishMinaangaziletmegetdessert"

Sbahlestoodup

Mlondi:whatupwithyouandsuchabigappetite"

Nsika:shepregnant"

Mlondi:whatthefuck...WozaLAwena"he

followedher

SBA/Mom:Mlondileavemybabyalone"

Mlondi:umithi?"



"hhayiphumakimiwena"

Mlondi:isthatwhayhehasbeenfeedingyouall

dayallnightintheUK"

Sba/mom:Mlondi!"

IlookeddownthisguyJesusIlookedatSbahle

mom"congratulations"shemouth

Nsika:yoosomethingneverchange,momletme

makethatcalltobabaomcane,browilltalklater,"

Inodded

Hepressedhisbuttonofhischairandwheeled

himselfout



IlookedatSbahlemom:mayIhaveawordwith

youma"

Her:surelet'sstepoutside,thishousewillget

noisywiththistwoandtheydrivemecrazy"

Ilaughedandstoodup,themaidsmadethereway

inclearingthetableIfollowedSbahkemomout

side

Her:let'sgoforawalk"Ifollowedherbehindand

wewalkeddowntheroad

Me:mamaIjustwantedtothankyoufor

welcomingmetoyouhome,"

Her:youmylastbornson"



IsidesmileAsyouguysknow,I'maveryshy

personanditwasn'tatalleasyformetomeetmy

wife'sparentsandhisbrothersIsowantedto

makeagoodimpression,Sbahlefamilyopinionwas

extremelyimportanttome.NeveroncehaveIever

feltunwelcomenoroutofplacewithherfamilyand

Ifeelrightathome,IfeellikeI'mwhereI'm

supposedtobe.Andforthat,Ican'tthankmywife

enough.

Her:yougoodmanMveloandyoustillgoingyo

growandbeagreatman,I'mhappytohaveyouas

partofmyfamilyandtoseehowbeautifuland

happymydaughteriswithyouIcouldn'thave

askedforanythingelse"

Me:dankima"

WewalkedinsilentmedebatingifIshouldtellher

ornot?



Her:outwithitmyboytellmewhatreallybrings

youherebesidesthecleansingceremony"

Ibreathoutloud

Me:wheredoIstart"

Shetapmyshoulder,"fromthebeginning"she

saidgivingmeareassurancesmile

Istartedtellingherabouttheeventsthathappened

toSbahleherrelationshipwithwaterandhowno

oneknowswhatitisandhowwillitaffecther"

Shestoppedwalkingandlookedatme

ShethenwalkedfasterandIfollowedheralmost



runningafterher

Me:ma....ma,whatgoingon?".Ifinallyicached

upwithhershewalkedinsideayardsofwhere

therebuilta bidrondovelhouseitlookedso

artisticlikesomethingyouwillfindinamuseumit

lookliketheoriginalthingfromthedarkages

Withlapaandthatchroofing,logsandcanefencing

itlookedZuluculturenothingmodernorfancyjust

yourtraditionalBigrondohouse,itwasheavily

guarded,theangrymanwithgunsletusinand

mamaopenedthetwobigdoorwalkinginsidewas

wow,itwasthethroneroom,theelephanttusk

spikingoutontheseatintheheadoftheroomthe

royalseathadleopardskin,animalheadhanging

onthewalls,zebraskinonthefloorbigoakrustic

tableinthecenterwith10seats.

Ifeltoverwhelmedtobeinsucharoomthe

atmospherechangeimmediately



Her:ourtraditionalhealertoldusthatyouwill

comewithnewsandquestionsthatwecannot

answer,onlythefallenkingswillneedtotalktoyou

andsharelight,Ididn'tunderstandthenbutnowI

do"

Ilookedather

Her:tellmewhenyoudoneI'llbeoutside"she

wipedhertearsandInodded,shewalkedour

closingthedoorbehindher,Ithensoonheardalot

ofchatterandlaughterIfeltmybodyspinningasif

I'minmarrygoroundwhenIopenmyeyesIwas

standinginfrontofthethroneseatedonthechair

satamanwholookedlikeMlondiandSbahle

combined

"welcometotheBhenguroyalhousekingMnguni

....Pleasetakeyoursitwehavealottotalkabout



andsolittletime"

.

.

Tobecontinued
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Mvelo***

"IknewmywifewasI'lltreatedbymyfamilyshe

was15iwas31,Iwasarrangedtomarryherbig

sister,butIsawherandtheworldstoppedandI

knewwhomyheartwanted,Itoldmyfatherabout

itbuthebluntlytoldme"No!",notbecauseshewas

waytoyoungbutbecausemymotherliketheolder

sistermore.



Youknowwhenyouroyaltyyounevermarryfor

lovebutmarrybecauseyourfamilysaysoandthey

chosethegirlforyou,IwasrebellioussoIdecided

torunawaywithherinsteadofmarryingherolder

sister,shewasdisownedbyherfamilyandmy

familyhatedherevenmore.Theystillforcedmeto

marryheroldersisterandlifechangeformywife.

"onedaymysisterwillkillmeforgivingyoukids

whileshehasnotspendonenightinyourbed"

"lethercollectdustshemarriedmymothernotme

"Iusedtotellherthattomakeherfeelbetterafter

shewascallednamesandbeatenupbymyfamily.

Shehadnowheretogoandstartedhavingsuicidal

thoughts

"iflovingyouhurtthismuchIratherdiemaybewill

meetonthenextlifetime"



Itstartedwithmegoingtolotofbusinesstrips,

whichmadehermorestressedthanshehadever

been,tothepointofworkparalysis,lossofappetite

andinabilitytosleep.Theslideintopsychosiswas

rapidandentirelyunexpected.Sure,shehadbeen

stressedoutbefore,butnothinglikethis.

Outofdesperation,Itookhertotheemergency

room,wheretheyadmittedhertothepsychward

for23daystoaddressherescalatingparanoiaand

delusions.

"shesingstomeandtellsmetojoinherinthe

wateritmustpeacefulthereIwanttogotherelet

mebe"shewillsayafterpullingheroutofthe

riverassheattempteddrowningherself,itwas

terrifyingforme.Itookafewmonthsoffwork,from

Royaldutiessothatshewouldn’tbealoneallday,a

prospectthatworriedmeandherdoctors.Deep

downIknewitwasnotamedicalconditionthatshe



feelsthiswayshemaybebewitched.

Whenshebroughtupsuicide,whichwasallthe

time,shewillruntotheMhlathuzeriverandcryand

speaktothewaterIwillpanick,thatriveris

knownfortakingyounggirlslifeandmywifefitthe

description,therewerelotofmythsabouttheriver

andyoucouldtellbylookingatitthatthereis

somethingaboutitalso

Istartedtreatedherfeelingslikeafire,andIwas

theextinguisher.Ihadtoactquickly,otherwisethe

warningsparkscouldgrow.Shecamehomeone

dayafterhourssearchingforherdrenchedand

speakingaboutabluelightandsparklingeyesshe

sawintheriverthattoldhershemuststopcrying

andunleashthepowerofthegoddesswithin.

Itwasallyadayadatomeandmadenosenseatall

sodecidedtoputherunderheavymedicationjust

tonumbthesuicidaldepressionShehadlittleifno



energyforanything,andspentmuchofhertime

wishingthatshecouldsleep.

Thelandbecamedry,Seasoncameandpasswith

norain,plantationstarteddryingoutcropsand

livestockparisheshungeranddeathwasscreaming

ineverycornerofmyvillageIwasloosingmymind.

"shemustseatontheThroneandclaimwhosheis

"oneoftheseersaidpointingatmywife,my

motherrefusedanddecidedtoputherfavorite

Queen

Thatwhenthingsturnedfrombadtoworse,theI'll

treatmentwentonandon,Wehad7kidsallboys

shewasabitoldbutthatsparkinhereyesshehad

whenifirstsawherwaslonggone,

Oneafternoonmywifesmiledandaskedme:“baba

ifIkillmyself,willyoupromisemethatyouwill



learntolovethewifethatyou'refamilyapprovesoff

,Inowyouwillnotbehappybutformychildren

sakeIhopeyoutry"

ThatdayIsighedandleanedbackintothechair

nexttoher,unsureofwhattosay.

Actually,that’snotentirelytrue.Iknewexactlywhat

Iwantedtosay.Ihadsaiditforeightmonths.Yes

shewasexpecting,It’sjustthatatthatmoment,I

wassotired–tiredofmyfamily,ofthisseat,of

work,tiredfromworry,butmostlytiredfromso

manyconversationsaboutsuicide–thatIdidn’t

havetheenergyforitagain.SoIsatinsilence.My

wifehadbeeninandoutofhospitalisedwitha

psychoticbreak,thedayshecameoutitrained

catsanddogs,peoplerejoicedandthankedthe

Godsbuttherainsdidmoredamagedthandrought

"thereistoomuchdeathbabaawrongpersonis

seetingonthroneIwillneedtobeonewiththe



watersothatyou'rekingdomwillnotdieout"her

focusshiftedtotheBridgethatoverlookthe

powerfulriverShewantedtojumpintheresomany

times,shetoldmeaboutthis,overandoveragain.I

couldn’thideabridgebutIcouldputheron24hrs

watch,

IlockedherinsidethehousebecauseIdon'ttrust

herlifeandthewaterthatshekeepstalkingabout.

Herfixationchangedshewasnowthinkingon

overdosingonhermedication,Ichangedthehiding

placeeveryfewdays,andretrievedthemedication

eachnightasshewaitedformeinthebathroom,

andthenhidthemagainaftershetookthem.Can’t

overdoseonpillsifyoucan’tfindthemright?

Itriedmylevelbesttokeephermindbusy"Doing

something”meantremindingherofallthereasons

itwasworthstayingalive–howgoodwehadit,

howmuchourchildrenneededher,howmuchthere



wastolookforwardto.Italmostbecameascript,a

choreographeddance:shetoldmeshefeltsuicidal;

Itriedtooverwhelmherfeelingswithwhyshe

shouldn’tfeelthatway.Itneverconvincedherof

anything.Butonthatafternoon,exhaustionhad

beatenmedownintoshuttingup.Isatquietlyand

heldherhand.

Shelookedatmeinsurprise.Cautiously,she

venturedwithanotherthought.“Ihatemyselfso

muchforlovingyou,forcausingyou'resuffering,

thisisallmyfaultallowmetostoptherainsiwant

tobeatpeace”shesaidShecontinuedthroughher

torturedfeelings.Ilistened,andhatedwhatIheard,

butIknewthatatthismomentshewassafe.We

weren’tactuallythereonthebridgerailing.Wewere

athome,together,andtherewasnowayshecould

actuponherpain.Thesewerejustwords.".He

lookeddown

Me:whathappened"myvoicewasshaking



Him:thatwaslasttimeIheldher"

IlookedatSbahledad

Sbahledad:mygrandfatherwokeupwiththefront

doorwideopenthatnightandwithwetfootstepin

room,heranoutsidecallingmygrandmothername

intherainNomvula!Therainwasheavyitwas

blindinghim,hewassoaked,herantothebridge

shewasstandingtherelookingatthewildriver"

TheoldmanstoodupIhaveleanedthathisSbahle

greatgrandfather"shewasonesideoftherailing

andmeontheother.Icouldnotactfastenough

sherolledoverasswiftwindtookherdown,she

didnotscreamorcrybutonlysaid"Iloveyou"



Me:"oohmyGod"

"Irememberedrunningdownhilltherivermoving

sofastandnotgivingmehopeatallbuttheminute

iheardbabycryIrememberedthatshewas

pregnant,thebabycriedbuttherewasnosignof

herinsight,Icalledhernametherainstoppedbut

theloudcryofthebabythatcrieddeeponthewater

didnotstop'

Me:oohmyGod!"

Sbahlegreatgranddad:"Icalledtherescueteam

ofpolice,fourdiversand20Mhlathuzeemergency

servicesstaffers,headedbypolicediverInspector,

searcheddownstreamwiththehelpofapolice

helicopter.



"Thewaterisflowingatahighspeed,whichmakes

oursearchdifficult.Wehopeitdoesn'train,"the

inspectorsaidattheendofthedayitwasdayone

shewentmissingtheinspectorbelievedthatthe

bodywouldfloattothesurfaceaftertwoorthree

days,dependingonthetemperatureinsideand

outsidethewaterandhowstrongthewaterflow

was.Daytwopassed

DaythreeTwomenwhowerefishingsaidtheysaw

Mybabyboyfloatingdowntheriver,ontopraft

madeofbambootrees,hewaspalelookedlikehe

wasunderwaterfordaysbuthealthyandalive,it

wasamysteryonwhathappened Andhowcome

hewasstillalivesincethewaterwastoohighand

wasflowingatahigh-speed,daysturnedinto

weekstomonthstoyearsIdiedwithnoknowledge

ofwhathappenedtomywife,evenatdeathwestill

apartshenotwithuswithherancestors."



Iheldmyhead...Iwassweating...Panicking

OldmanwhointroducedhimselfasSibahle

grandfatherspoke:dreamsofmamagivingbirthto

meunderwaterkissingmegoodbyeandallowing

thegoddesstopushmetothesurfacetormented

meeverynight...TheythoughtIhadacallingbut

mysubconsciouswasrelievingmymothers

memorytheonlymemoryIhave."

Sbahlegreatgranddad:Mlondiawukame"

Ifigurethistwodon'tgetalong

IguessMlondiwasNamedafterhisgrandfather

andtheyaresoalike"umfuzile"becausethisold

manissofullofhimself

Grandfather(Mlondi):whenIwasoldenoughi



consultedasangomaandalsoafaithhealer.Years

aftermymotherwentmissinghetoldmethatshe

stillsomewhereintherivertrappedbyawater

goddess,hesaidAllIneedtodoistoperforma

traditionalritualandshemaybereleased."

IdidnotcareIwantedheredeadorAlive,myfirst

wifewasalreadypregnantwithBhekumuziand

whenwedidtheritualmymom emergedfromthe

foggyriverdressedlikeroyaltyandshewaswalking

nexttotwotallwomenthatlookedsobeautiful,one

withlonghairwaswearingbeadedgarments

brownandgoldincolourwithacrownonherhead

theotherwaswearinganattireyellowandwhitein

colourshealsohadacrownon,thetraditional

healersaidwemustbowasthethreewomen

representroyalty

"whocalledthegoddessoftheriver?"Theyasked

speakingatonce



Me:Icameformymother"

Mama:MlondithisiswhereIbelongthisaremy

sisterIwasneversupposedtohavelefthomeand

marriedyourfatherbeforetheydidmyceremonyto

connectmewithspiritualside"

Shewasbeautifulglowingandlookeddifferent

fromherpicturesthatIoncelookedat,

OneoftheQueengoddesswhowaswearingbeads

spoke:youhavemyblood....spiritualbloodthat

willbepassedontooneofyourchildren,donot

allowtherivertotakeheryouwillknowwhenshe

comeofagewhattodo,Iwillshowyou"she

movedtomywifeandtouchedhertummy"hewill

repeathistoryandhislastbornchildwillbeoneof

oursfatewilldetermineifshewilljoinusintheriver

orrulewiththepowerofthewateronearth"



Theriverstartedmovingincirclesandthatwasthe

lasttimeIsawmymomasabigwavetookthem

andtheychangedtohalfhumanandhalfsnake..."

Me:Sbahle"Ilookedatthemandtheynodded

Me:No!"

Sbahledad:Ididtheritualwhenshedisappeared

foralmostamonthundertheriver,butInever

livedlongenoughtotellheraboutherpowersand

herfate"

Istoodupmyheadwasspinning'Historywill

repeatitself'....Noshecan'tleavemeshecan't

choosethemoverme

Sbahlegrandfather(Mlondi):don'tpanicsonshe



willnotleaveyou,shehasmoretoleavefor,she

lovesyou"

Grategranddad:whatyoutryingtoSayboy?"

Grandfather:momwasweakandshewantedtodie

,thegoddesswhisperslifeinherearsandshetook

theeasywayout,thelandsufferedweexperienced

draught,floods,peoplediedbabaandallbecause

youdidnotwanttolethergo!!youallowedherto

sufferunderthehandofyourmotheryourwicked

wife!!!thatshechosetobeonewithherspiritto

makethesufferingstop!!"

"Ilovedher"theoldmansaid

"loveisnotenoughwhentheyarenothappy...

That'swhyIraisedmysontodowhateverittakes

toprotectNontombi.Shehadthesamefateasmy

mother,marriedyounggotpregnantandshewas



deniedthethrone,sameasSbahle!!"

Thisfeelslikedejava,Sbahlegrategrandmother,

SbahlemomandSbahlehavelivedalifethatiskind

ofsimilar,toeachother,Ilookedattheoldman

andhissonstillatit

,Sbahlegrandfather:Imadesuremysonnever

makesthemistakesyoudid,hefoughtandstood

byhiswifedefendedhermadeherstrongtoraise

thestrongestgoddess...sothatwhenthattime

comeswhenthewatercallshershewillchooselife

becausesheknowshowtofight,youbrokemy

motherandIblameyouforherchoosingtobeone

withwater!!...."

Oldman:MLONDI!!!"

Icameherelookingforanswersbutmyheadis

painfulandI'mscared...terrified



SbahleGrandfather:MveloIbelieveshewon'tgo

underbecauseyougaveherstrength,love,

support,courageandafightingspirit!."

Me:Iwanttobelievethatbutyouforgettingwhat

OshunsaidtoSbahleGrandmother"historywill

repeatitsself...Sbahleisalsopregnantandshe

justrealisedherloveandconnectionwithwaterits

amatteroftimenow,whatifthegoddessiscalling

heraswespeakandwhywilltheycallher...?"

Grategrandfather:itwillbeherfateandyouwill

raiseyourkidsaloneandrulethekingdomalonetill

youfeellikeyoulosingyourmindbecauseshewill

comeinthenightandsleepnexttoyousingtoyou

andconnectwiththeriverinthemorning"hestood

upandwalkedawaydisappearingintothinair

SbahleGrandfather:Ibelieveyousharetheblood



ofGogoNdonioneoftheEastwatergoddesswho

fellinlovewithlion,theyruledthekingdomfor

yearshadlotofchildrentillyourgrandfather..."

HelookedatSbahledad

Me:what?....Tillwhat?"

Sbahlefather:obsession,jealousydrovethem

apart,beingawatergoddessmeansyouneed

harmonyinyourlifelessfightmorelaughter...Can

abeastdothat?"

Ilookeddown

Sbahlefather:Harmonyisabeautifulbalance

betweenmind,body,andsoulmeasuredintender

peacefulmomentsonceSbahlecomesintopower

shewillbewholeandyouneedtokeepyourtemper



incheck,Onewhocannotliveinharmonywith

othersisregardedasanignorantfool,evenifhe

happenstobeverylearnedinvariousmatters"

Me:whatsherpowersbaba?"

Sbahledad:Thatasecreteonlyknowtowho

possesthepower..."Ican'tbelievethatSbahleis

descendedofthewatergoddess...Ndonineedto

shinesomelightonthisbecauseI'llbedamnedto

allowwatertotakemywifefromme...

.

.

Tobecontinued
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Sbahle***

Thecleansingceremonywasasuccessandifinally

saidGoodbyetomyfather,Ihopeheforgivesme

forholdingontohimandstrugglingtolethimgo,I

knownowthathislookingdownonmeand

protectedmeasmyguardianAngel.

SomehowIcouldstillrememberhowhediedasif

itwasyesterday“Idon’thearanything,”the

paramedicsaid,whilecheckingthetime.Thetrain

hadcome.IthadtakenmyDadandwasnowgone,

leavingnothingbutaquietstillnessinitsaftermath.



Ibegansearchingforanswersaroundthetimeof

hispassingbutnoleadsIblamedeveryone,mom

toldmetopraymoresoIstartedfeedingmybrain

tryingtofigureouthowthissocalledGodsworks,i

readScriptures,butallofthatjustturnedmeto-

atheistsandlatefuckedmeovertobeChrist-

followeragain.finallyastrongbelieverlikemyself

throwinatowelandilostmyfaith.

I’daskedmyselfamilliontimesinthepastyears

WhymyDad?specificallywhywastheonetodie?

“givehimbacktotheuniverseknowinghetaught

youthegreatestlessonofall—howtoshowlove

andtobelovedinreturn.Andthat,inanutshell,is

Heaven.”momwillsaybrushingmybackafterI

heardmynightmaresoflookingatmyfather

lifelessbodyonthefloor,isoontookcomfortinthe

thoughtthatperhapsHeavenwashowmyfather

wasrememberedbytheliving.



AsIstartedtosearch,though,Ibegantobelieve

thatmaybetherewasmoretoit.CouldHeavenbe

hereinthislife,butalsoexistintheafterlife?I

begantothinkthatmaybedeath,likebirth,involved

agreatdealofpainandsuffering,followedby

somethingbeautifulontheotherside,buthow

wouldweknownoonewenttoheavenandcame

backtotellthetail.

I’dfeltsomuchloveformyDadthatIrefusedto

believehisreallyGone.EverytimeIsawhiminmy

dreamshetoldmehowmuchhelovedmeandhow

proudhewasofme.Theloveinhimforhisfamily

wassostrong,sopalpablethatwhyitmademe

weepeverytimeIapproachedthethoughtthatwe

lostitallbecauseofhimandrestoredalotbecause

ofhim,

NeveronceIthoughtI'llloveasmuchasIlove

Mvelo,coulditbesomeoftheanswersthat

restoredmyfaith?Idon'tknowbutallIknowisthat



Itwaslikeabrightrayofsunbreakingthrough

duringadarkandterrifyingstormandForsolong,

I’dfeltthattheendofmyDad’slifewouldbeaplace

ofdarknessanddespair.Butbeyondmyintense

sorrow,Ifeltanoverwhelmingsenseofloveand

peacetroughstrangerthatcametomylifeand

forcedmetomerryhim.

IlaughedthinkingabouthowIthoughthewasold

andhasfourwivesandhewasgoingtoabuseme

anddeprivemeforleavingmylife,butinsteadI

marriedmanwhospendhislifemakingmeforget

allthehurtthepainthecryingthesorrowthatIhave

beentroughinmypast.

IwalkedintotheloungeandfoundMlondiand

Mvelowatchingsoccer,Iwascoldandsmelling

cowdungwithmixedherbsthatstingmybody,

momandmyAuntdidthecleansingincenterof

ouroldcattlekraal,theinitialplanwastogoand

dothethecleansinginrunningwaterortopofthe



mountainorincrosswaystreetbecauseIhadto

cleansmybodyandgetridofdarkspiritthatfeed

onmynegativeemotionsisizulusithibengizogeza

ngilahleisithunzi,butthementionofrunningwater

made

Mvelofreakoutandmomagreedthatwedoiton

theoldcattlekraal,Mvelostoodupwhenhesaw

meandMlondidecidedtoleavetheroomgivingus

space

Him:hi!howdiditgo?"

IwasonmyrobeandIwastoldnottobath,will

onlydothattomorrow

Me:Ifeelgood,IneededtodothisIguess"

Hesidesmilehewasherewithmebuthismind



wasmilesawayeversincehecamebackfromthe

longtalkwithmomhisdistance

Him:IneedtogoI'mabittired"

Me:Ithoughtyousleepingover"

Him:itsyourfather'shouseSbahleandI'myour

husbanditsnotethicalthatIspendanightinmyin-

laws"

Me:IwashoppingIwillspendnightwithmom"

Hecamecloseandranhishandsonmyarm"that

whyIsaid'I'shouldleavenot'we',spendthenight

withyourfamilybabe"

Ilookedupathim



Me:thankyou"Iwassad,MveloandIare

inseparableandI'msousetohavinghimaround,it

willbemyfistnightsleepingaloneeversincewe

gotlegallymarried.HetookhisphoneandIwalked

himout,weneverthissilentandthiswasawkward,

somethingiseatinghimup,hischewinghisinner

cheekandlookterrifiedordazedout

Me:Mnguniukahle?"

Him:I'mgood..I'mjusttiredwillcallyoubeforeI

sleepOK..."Hekissmycheek,hejumpedinthe

carandrolleddownthewindow

"Iloveyou"hesaidlookingallkindofsad

Me:I...U...2".



Ididasignlanguageandhesidesmileanddrove

off,somethingisdefiantlywrong.

"haybabyareyouOK?"

Shesteppedinmyroomandsetonmybed

Me:yesmomI'mgood"

Her:let'stalkaboutyoubeingpregnant,howdidit

happened?"

Ilookedatheranddroppedmymouth"hayboo

MakaSbahleuthinimanje'

Her:IgotthewholenightandImisshavingsuch

talkswithyou"



Ilaughedandshookmyhead

Me:weneverhadtalkslikethis"

Her:wellwedonow...So?"

Ilaughedandopensmyclosettookoutmy

nightwear,Iwasnotgoingtotellmomthathis

favouritesonin-lawroughhandledmeinourfirst

nightandleftmewithhisseedthathadmademe

wanttohavesexwithhimallthetime

Me;ithappenedonourfistnighttogether...Our

weddingnight...AndI'mnotsayinganythingelse

Nontombi"

Her:wow...Itmusthavebeenalongnightforhim

toscoreonyourfirstnighttogether"



Me:youhavenoidea"Iheldmymouthrealising

whatIjustsaid

Her:INI!"

Me:Ididn'tsayanything"

Her:soMlondiisrightwhenhesayhisastallion"

OohmyGodI'mnothavingthistalkwithmymother

Iheldmyearsandranout

Me:baggirlNontombi...Badgirl!"

ShelaughedandIwalkedout

IfoundMlondiwithpocketofchipsandllitterjuice

ontheotherhandandlollypoponhismouth



Ithrewmyselfnexttohim

Him:didtheytellyouthatyousmell"

Itookhischipsandignoredhim

Me:whyyoualwayseating?"Iaskedwithmy

mouthfull

Him:becauseI'mtryingtoquitesmokingandfood

ismydistraction"_

Me:smoking?"

Him:yep...Itsbeen4years,7monthsand3weeks

and21hrssinceIlastpuffedone"



Ilookedathim"what?"

Him:what???...Ididnothaveanyparental

supervisionsoshithappened"webustoutand

laughed

Me:yaalifewastough"

Him:I'msorryIwasnotthereforyouNtwana"

Me:I'mgladyouherenow!"

Hekeptquiteandlookedintospace

Him:haveyoueverwanderWhyhastherebeena

surgeindepressionamongstkidswhogrewupin

whatisknowntobetheperfectgoodfamily?You

knowIhavestruggledtofindmeaninginthisworld.



Ihavestruggledtofindpurpose,adrivetolivelife

tothefullest,agoalthatwillmakethisjourney

worthwhile,ImisshimyouknowImisshowIused

toannoyhimandhowIwasblamedforeverything

youguysdidwronginthishouse"

Ichuckledandshookmyhead

Him:EversinceIwasyoung,Iwastaughttochase

theDream,tostudyhardandgetintoagood

college,togetastableandwell-payingjob,tomarry

andhavesomekidsandbuyahouseandacar,

ubabawantedtogiveustheworldhisteachings

makesomuchsensenowthanwhatIsawashim

shoutingandtreatingmelikeanoutcastIguesshe

wasjustbeingaparent"

Webreathoutloud

Me:Istillseehisdeatheverytimeiwalkinthis



yardandIwishtohaveorseesomegood

memoriesandmomentsthatwesharedtogether

butitsjustovershadowedbythebed"

Him:Iknowhowyoufeetheonlythingthatmade

methemanIamtodaywastheconstantmemoryI

hadofhimTwodaysbeforehepassedaway,he

spoketomeinfactaskedme“tellmewhatI'm

doingwrong?ClearlyI'mdoingsomethingwrong,

outofallmychildrenican’tseemtogettroughto

you,tellmetofixitandiwillbecauseionlywishto

seeyousucceedinlife”andItoldhim"stoptrying

tochangemetrydoingthat"weneverspokeever

again"

Nsika"Irememberhisfuneral,Iremembercrying

likeagirlAstheyloweredmyDad’scasketintothe

ground,thepastorspokeofhowitwasperfectly

acceptabletohavequestions—aboutlife,about

deathandaboutGod.Hetalkedaboutustryingto

moveaheadwitharenewedhopethat



God—Love—isorchestratinglifeandcreatingour

universe,andwillcontinuedosoforallofeternity..

.butIlookatmylifeandaskwherewasGodlove

whenlifebecameunbearabletolive"

Ilookedathimandhesidesmile

Nsika:atleastyoutalkedIdon'tremembertalking

tohimthatmuchbesideshimsaying"welldonemy

boyIwishMlondicanlearnathingortwofromyou

"justapatinthebackandthat'sall,Hewasa

gratefathernodoubtbuthenevertooktimeto

knowme"_

Ilookedatthemandbitmylip

Me:wasitbecauseofme"

Nsika:naaaahelovedhiswifemorethenanything



inthisworld"

Mlondi:whichmostprobablythelovingpartended

upmakingyou"

Theylaughed

Nsika:yasotruebecausewhenyoucameitall

becamebabythisbabythat"

Me:guyscomeonMyDad..."

Mlondi"yousee...Youseewhatyoudidthereyou

calledhim"myDad"...Andourmomis...

MakaSbahletoyou...Asifwedonoexist"

Me:I'mthelastborn...Cutmesomeslack"



Nsikalaughed"youtookalltheshineain'tweglad

youmarriedandmomcanbeourmomforachange

"theylaughedatme

Me:justshutup!"Ilaughed"anywaysguysour

fatherhasalwaysbeentheonetofightformefor

usandlookafterhisfamily.Heworkedhardto

makesurewewereallhappyandhealthy.Heloved

life,hischildrenandmostlyhiswife,weknewthat

thisfamilyhatedusbutdadshieldusfromthat,

maybeitwasnotbecausehedoesnotunderstand

youbutbecauseheadmiredtheyoungmanyou

wereturningouttobebutfearedthatyourcrazy

mayleadyoutoanearlygraveandNsikanot

becausehedidnottalktoyouitbecauseyoutried

sohardtopleasehimateverythingyoudidthatyou

losttheplayfulsideofyou,dadwascolourfulhe

lovedtolaughtoplayandgooutbuthisboyswere

justinthereownworld"

Nsika:Ifeelyou...passthechipssmartmouth"



Igaveittohim

Mlondi:youwenttoUKforfewmonthsandyou

comebackwithspiritofprincessDiana,Princessof

Wales,nextthingyouwillsaywemustholdhands

andsinggumbaya"

WebustoutandlaughedwhileIhithimwitha

pillow,Perhapsthelovewefeelsostronglyforone

anotheralwayswasandalwayswillbethere,itwas

alwaysreadyandwaitingtomeetusontheother

side,MaybethetrainthatcameformyDad,the

trainthat’scomingforallofus,isn’tsomethingto

befearedafterall,butavehicleofhope,lightand

love.Maybe,justmaybe,loveisGodandGodis

love.Asimpleconcept,butsodifficulttograsp,

.



.

Mvelo****

Imovedmyhandonthesideofthebedandthebed

wasempty,Iheardsoundofthewindanditgave

megoosebumps,Islowlyopenedmyeyesand

noticecurtainmovinginandoutdancingtothe

rhythmofthewind,themoonlightgavetheroom

light,thewindowswaswideopenthedoorslightly

open,IlookaroundtheroomIcouldnotsense

Sbahletheroomfeltcold,ipanickedandsetup

straightIheardahummingofbeautifulmelodyI

shootmyeyeswideopenIknowthatsong

"Sbahle..."...."Sbahle"Icalledoutthehumming

gotlouderandlouderIjumpedoffthebedcalling

SbahlenameIopenthebedroomdoorwiderandit

leadmetothebackyard,thatoverlookedthelake

outsideourhouseinUK,Isawahumanfigurefrom

farshewashummingasonghersoftangelicvoice,



shealwayshumthatsongtomewhenIlaymy

headonherlap,:BecauseyoulovemebyCeline

Dion

~~~~Forallthosetimesyoustoodbyme

ForallthetruththatyoumademeseeForallthe

joyyoubroughttomylifeForallthewrongthatyou

maderightForeverydreamyoumadecometrue

ForalltheloveIfoundinyouI'llbeforeverthankful,

babyYou'retheonewhoheldmeupNeverletme

fallYou'retheonewhosawmethroughthroughit

all~~~

shewasstandingbyedgeofthelakeshewas

wearingalongwhitedressthatwasmovingfrom

sidetosidefollowingthewindsmovement,Iranto

herbutsheturnedandlookedatme

Me:hlehle"



"itstime"

Hereyeschangeshehadblueeyesherskinsopale

andwhite,mytearsleftmyeyesIkneeledbefore

her

Me:pleaseSbahle...No!"

"I'monewiththewateritstime..."shejumpedinto

thewater

Me:Nooooooo!"Irushedtothewaterbutahuge

wavestoodtollandEmergedandmanifestabig

whitesnakewithsparklingblueeyes

Me:Sbahle...PleasecomebackIloveyou"It

lookedatmeloweringitsheadtocomefaceto

facewithme,itlookedmorelikeadragonbutvery



beautifulitlookedatmeforthelongesttimebefore

itdroppedasilvertearanditstartedswellinginto

furiousspinandwentunderwater

Me:Nooooooo!!!!!!"IjumpedupfromthebedI

wassweating,noit'snotsweatitstearsIfeltmy

breathingchangingIwasloosingmyself,theanger

tookoverIheldmychest

"DAMN....YOU...NDONI!!!!"Myvoicewasloudand

bold

IfeltmybonesbrakingandcrackingIscreamedhe

wasangryhewantedtocomeoutIhadnocontrol

SbahleismychosenonebutsheisNgonyama

mate,heroaredtheminutehewasfreefromme,

hetookovertheonlywayoutisthroughthissliding

doorhisangerbrokefreebrakingtheglassdoor,

shatteringglasseverywhereheisrunningfree

takingroutethatheadedtotheriver



.

.

Tobecontinued

.

.

tolazytoeditguysorry
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Mvelo/Ngonyama***

Thereissomethingaboutwaterthatmadethe

felineinmestopinedgeoftheriver,catsandwater



nevermixatallandit'sgoingtobeabitof

challengetosummonawatergoddesswhileIcan't

comeclosetohertosinkmypawsinherscalyskin

YesI'mbuilttoadeptatswimmingicancrossthe

riverbutI'mnotheretoCrossbuttotellthiswater

creaturetostaythefuckawayfrommywife,I

startedcallingouthername'Ndoni"itcameoutas

loudveryloudroarsmypawsweregettingwetasI

stamparoundtheedge,Ihatethisplace,itsfoggy

andcold,myloudroarsfinallymadethewater

shakeIwasstandingontheedge

"finally!!'

"whatdoyouwantfeline"sheshowedherupper

bodywhiletherestwasunderwater

Me:whydon'tyoucomeoutandtalkyou

Amphibian"



Shelaughed"I'mtoobiganddon'tstartsomething

youwon'tfinishIwillcrushyou"

Sheliftedherbodyupandyepsheisbigtobigher

snakebodythickidon'tstandachancedamnit

Her:wowisthatfearIsmellkingofthejungle"she

laughedevenhardmakingmemoreangry

Me:I'mgoingtotellyouthisoncestayawayfrom

what'smine!"

Shelaughedandhersnakebodystarteddancingin

thewater

Her:sayswho?"you!"...Idon'tbowdowntocats

I'magoddessofthewatertheverysamewaterthat

givesyoulifeidon'tnegotiateortalktobeast...And



shouldyouevercallorsummonmeoutofmyleyer

mayGodsbewithyouonwhatI'mgoingtodoto

you"

Me:Iseeyoulookingforwar"

Her:IdidnotevengotonettlewithyoubutIhave

worn,youshouldstartlookingforanewmate

becouseI'mtakingoneofoursback"shedived

underLeavingmemoreangryIwantedtokillto

destroysomeoneanything,Iwascallinghername

"fuck"

Iheardwhispersofsomeonecallingmyname,my

adrenalinewaspumpingsofastthatthesounded

farbutyettonearthewhisperwasmumbledand

unclearIwasmad,mybloodwasboiling

"Isaidstop!!!"IletoutaloudroarIlookedathim

sizinghimandhestoodtherelookingbored



Him:whatdoyouthinkyoudoing?"

Me:tryingstopyourwifefromtakingmywife!!"

Istartedmovingwalkingaroundhimlookingathim,

it'sanimalinstincttosizeoneanother,

Him:trysomethingonmeandwillripyourheard

intotwo"

Me:I'mnotafraidofyouoranyoneelsetheonly

thingyougoodatistotalewhat'smine!!!_...itsends

withher!!"

Him:thattheverysaneragethatwillherleaveyou!

DamityoujustangersNdonidoyouknowwhat

damageshegoingtodoknow!!!"



Me:fuckher!!!"

Heraisedhishandsathatgotmeflyingand

crashingtoabulkofatreethatbrokearib,istood

upabouttochargeathim,heraisedhishandsand

slowlyloweredit

Him:standdownNgonyama"Ifeltweak,tired

ItsbeenyearssinceIlastsawSomdalaandhis

lookstillgivesmeshiversdownmyspine,Ibreath

outLoudandlookedathim,

Him:gotoyourhousewilltalkwhenyoucome

down"

Me:Ineedanswersandwaytostopthismadness"

Isaidfeelingdefeated



Him:sleepitoutandwilltalkwhenthecomesup"

Ilookeddownandstartedtowalkaway

Him:Mnguni....never!!!!Imeanneverapproach

NdoniasNgonyama,Ihopethiswasthefirstand

lasttime..."

Ilookedathimandcontinuedwalkingaway

.

.

Narrated***



SomdalalookedattheRiverforthelongesttime

withoutsayingaword,hecouldstillhearhercry,

herbagginghimtostop,

"youhurtingmebaba...pleasengoyaxolisa"

Hebrushedhisfaceinfrustrating,hisdeadbut

stillverymuchangryofhowhetreatedhiswife

,Somdalaadmittedthatwhentheywentoutin

public,hewouldinsistshecoversherfaceandher

body(mostlikelydresslikeaMuslimwife)she

mustsittowardawallsothatshecouldn'tseeorbe

seenbyotherpotentialattractivemates.Ifhe

caughtherchattingorjokingwithkingsman,male

servantsorneighbourshewouldassumerightoff

shewashavinganaffair.Shehadstoppedseeinga

reallygoodmalefriend,familyshe'dknownsince

childhoodandhe'd"banned"herfromhaving

random chartwithanyone,itstartedasverbal

abuse,wenttophysicalandthenemotional.



Ndoniwashisfirstandlasttrueloveand

relationship,heturnedintoajealousmonsterwho

losthisdamnmindoversomeprettyridiculous

things.Itdefinitelydestroyedtherelationship,his

marriage,hiskingdomandfamily,afteritwasover,

hevowedtoneverloveagainbutthatturnedhimto

anevencolderbusted.

Manypeopleglamorizejealousybysayingit’sa

signoflove.HefinallyrealisenowthatIt’snot!It’sa

signofinsecurityandreflectiveofseeingyour

partnerasanobjecttobepossessed.It’sanegative

emotionstemmingfrombothdesireandinsecurity,

butnotlove.

Hewasabouttowalkawaywhenheheadsoundof

splashingwater

"youstillcan'tvoiceoutthemagicword"



Heturnedaroundandlookedather,shehasnot

agedshestilllookasfloorlessasmorningsun,her

goldenradiantskineversosmoothandherfruity

smell,it'sasifheisseeingherforthefirsttime.

Her:youhavebeendeadfordecadesSomdalaand

youfailtoallowyourhearttobeatpeace,"

"youleftme"hefinallysaid

Her:Ihadnochoiceyouturnedourhomeintoa

warZone"

Him:Ilovedyou..."Heclearedhisthroat"Istilldo

...Butyouhumiliatedmeinfrontofmykingdom

mypeople..."

Shecouldtakeallbeatinghegaveherasamanbut

whenthebeastcomeoutitevenbecameworse,



sheenduredalotandcarryingaboutwhatpeople

willsaywastheleastofherworries

Her:youkilledtwoofmybaby's....Two!!Somdala

...andyoustandhereworriedaboutwhatpeople

thoughtofyou??"

Afteryearsofexperiencingtraumaticabusive

event,leavinginfear,frightenedandangered

Ndonifinallygaveintotheriverandturnedinto

flowingwaters,butbecauseherheartwasno

longerpureandshewassoangrysheturnedthe

waterintoaburialgroundshetargetedyoung

maidenandchildrenpullingthemunderwaterand

notreleasingtherebodyorsoul

Him:youkilledinnocentpeopleNdoni!"_

Her:yourefusedtoapologizeandtosetmefree

youtrapmeinthatwaterforyearsittookMveloour



greatgrandsontosetmefreeandclansme"

Him:thosepeoplewereinnocent!"

Her:sowasIwhenyoufirstmetme,yourpeople

didnotknowthekindofmanyouwerebehind

closeddoor!!!Youturnedmyheartevil..Youtainted

myspirit...Youmademehatelife,loveandallthe

goodthingsthatcamewithit"

Somdaladidnotknowwhattosay,

Her:andnowMvelohasthiscursetoo,anditstwo

timestrongerthenyours,andiplantotellSbahle

whatkindofmantheMngunimanare"

Somdala:heisyourgrandson,ifhelosehismate

hewillgocrazy"_



Sbahle:hewasbetteroffwithhiscallingInever

wantedhimtobekingbecauseitmeantthecurse

willbeawakeninhim...Yourfamilymademygreat

grandsonamonster..."

Him:ithisbirthright...Youknowthat!!"

Her:Ihatethathehasyourbloodyouhavemade

himactcrazy,hedoesnotdeserveSbahletobehis

mate"

Him:sheisthemotherofthelion'softhekingdom

andyouknowthatshewillbeapowerfulruler!!...."

Her:sheistooinnocent,tooyoungtogotrough

whatIwenttroughwiththebeast"

Him:Stopmakingthisaboutus!!!"hisvoicewas

loudveryloudthatNdoni'spastmemory



resurfacedandsheheldhermouthcrying

Somdalahasalwaysbeenanignorantjerkhehates

apologisingnotthatheknewhisto,whenhetried

tosaysorryitwillsoundlikeafauxapologyand

Ndoniwillleftfeelingasifshewascheatedan

apology,Herelaidindefensivearguingthensaying

"I’msorry"hewasjustoneofthoseguyswho

wereandmostprobablyisresistanttoapologizing,

butnowtableareturnedNdonihadanupperhand

shecoulddestroytheMnguniname,sheispower

sohehastodothisforMveloforhisfamilyandhis

name.

Him:IrecognizethatnothingIdidwasexcusable.

Muchofitwasunforgivable.Ideeplyregretmy

actions,andIwish—desperately—thatIcould

erasemyselffromyourlife.Butthisdoesnothingto

addressthedamagethatI'vedonetoyou,This

leadsmetotheissueathand,forthepastdecades

Ihavestruggledoverwhethertocontactyouto



offermyapologyornot,Ihavehesitatedtodoso

forseveralreasons.OnereasonisthatI'mterrified

ofgettingtheapologywrong,thatImightmake

excuses,orcentermyexperiences,orminimizemy

actions.Ihavesearchedforresourcesthatmight

helpmegetthisright,butI'vestruggledtofind

suitableguidance,Anotherworryisthat,simplyby

contactingyouIthoughtIwillbeinflictingmore

pain.AftereverythingIdid,itishardformeto

believethatyouwanttohearfrommenomatterthe

circumstancesandhowwepartedways.Ibelieve

thatorhavesuggestedtomyselfthatasincerely

remorsefulabusersshouldkeepquietandrefrain

fromcontactingthespousethatsurvivedto

apologize.ButIseenowthatIwasinventing

excusestoavoidaccountability?Idon'tknow.AndI

don'tknowifIcantrustmyselftososaythose

words....iwanttodotherightthing,withMvelohe

stillhasalongwaytogowithhisbeastbutIwill

neverallowhimtohurtSbahle...Ididyouwrong

NdoniIknowbutletmedorightwithourGreat

grandson"



Ndonilookedathimandhesawthemanhefellin

lovewith,hewasgenuinehemeanteverywordbut

hefearedthelookNgonyamagavehershefeared

forSbahlelife.

Him:youhaveeveryrighttoworrybutwhatyou

thinkofdoingwillcausethemmorepain?...You're

MnguniQueenanddeepdownyouknowthat

onsideabeastthereismanthatlovesallheatedly...

LetmespeaktoMveloplease"

.

.

Tobecontinued

sorryIcouldnotpreparebreakfastandLunchI



putonsomeovertimewithWork...I'mdeadtired

butwillpostanotherinsetlater
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GogoNomacawe***

"thismustbereallyimportantforyoutowakeme

upintheweehoursMakhumalo"

Shewasdressedtokillshelookedverygoodyou

couldnottellthatsheisatraditionalhealer,Istill

wanderwhyMvelochosehertobetheroyalhouse

traditionalhealer,shejustdoesnotlookthelook,

sheshouldbewalkingherebarefootedwithanimal

skinandandsmellingbloodandimpephobut

insteadsheissmellinglikeawhitewomenlooking

likesheistheonethatisQueeninthishousenxa

Her:Ndlovukazi"



InoddedandfoldedmygownIlookedlikeI'mher

servantifnotnannytoherkidsrightnowthenher

Queenwhatkindofsangomawearshillsandhas

timetostyleherhairsheissupposehaveahead

scarfonrespectingabaphansi,IsowishSomdala

couldstrikeherwithlighting.

Her:I'msorrybutIdon'tbringgoodnewmyQueen"

Me:youdressedtokillat4:00amIknewitcannot

begoodwhatisit?"

Shefakedasmileandfoldedherlegs,shegot

beautifulbottlelegsI'envythatthemostabouther,

IwasoncelikethatbeforeIbecameoldand

dependentonmedicationurg

Her:theancestorsarenothappy"



Me:whathadMvelodonenow"Iswearthatboy

doesnotdeservetobekingheisjustnotcutourfor

thisandthemoreherunsaroundmakinghisname

inthebusinessesworldthegreaterchanceiwill

gettovotehimoutoftheseatforgoodwhenthe

timescomes

Her:hisnotsittingonthethronesothishastodo

withyou'

Me:me?'

Her:youknowthatyoucanfooleveryonenot

abaphansiNomacawe

Me:itsQueenNomacawe"

ShestoodupanddisregardedthatIjustcorrected



her

Her:youneedtostepdownfromthethrone"

Shemustbeoutofhermind,thisismyhousethe

bratsaregoneandIgettorule

Me;MveloputmeintheseatandwhyamI

explainingmyselftoyou?Becauseyouknowthat

aswell"

Sheturnedherbackatme

Her:doesheknow?"

Me:knowwhat?"

Her:thattheseatismakingyousickthatyouno



longerseatinthethronebutyetyoucallyourself"

TheQueenmother",youevenaskthattheylock

theThroneroomandroyalmeetingmustbeheldin

theboardroom"

Me:Theroomisforhishighness,youknowthat"

Her:sothefactthattheseathasburnedyouso

manytimesthatatonepointyouevenhadastroke

isjustacoincidence?"

Iswallowedhard,

Me:whereyougoingwiththis?"

Her:ifMvelomadeyousitonthethronewhyyou

usinganordinarychairinthatcase?"



"Idon'thavetimeforthisnonsense'

Iwasgettingveryfrustratednoewhatdoesthis

womenwant?

Her:Sheischosentofulfilltheroyalhouseduties

youneedtostepdown...Thisgameyouplaying

needstoendoralotpeoplewillgethurt"

Me:Idon'tseeherclaimingit...Sheoutthere

runningarounddoinggodKnowsawhat,shes

youngandunfit"

Her:youunderestimatehershewasraiseand

taughttoruleherinentirelife,sheisQueenbybirth

whichleavesmetoyou,whyyoustillhoveringin

Royalseatthatdoesnotbelongtoyou?"

Me:willhavetospeaktoMveloaboutthis..AndI



clearlydonotlikeyourtone"

Shelaughedshewasclearlyenjoyingthishow

couldshepossiblyknow,Ihavebeendoingthis

eversinceMvelowasinschoolmyplanwasslowly

fallingintoplaceican'tallowhertodestroywhatI

havewinessohardfor

Her:Ihaveknowallalong,Iamthemostpowerful

sangomaNomacawedon'tbefooledbythe

expensiveclothsI'mwearing...Icansmell

vindictiveheartfromamileaway,youridingina

veryslipperyroadoldladyandyouplayingwiththe

powerfulfamilyinthehistoryofmankind,didyou

thinkyouwillgetawaywithI?"

Me:Iwillbanishyoufrommykingdomifyou

continuetoinsultme...Rememberyourplace

Sangoma"



Sheturnedaroundandlookedatme

Her:iknewyouwillsaythat,eversinceyou

assumepositionsofpower,youmostlikelytoact

moreselfishly,impulsively,andaggressively,and

youhaveahardertimeseeingtheworldfromother

people’spointsofview,

Perhapsitstheveryessenceofcorruptionthathas

madeyouthinkyouhaveeveryonefooled,you

goodicangiveyouthatimeanwhowouldhave

thoughtthatapooroldwomenwhohassacrifice

somuchforthisfamily,fortribecanbedishonest

andafraud...."

Me:enough!"_

Her:touchytopicforyou?Andit’sprobablyno

coincidencethattherearesomanysynonymsthat

characterizethewomenyouareyoucovetous,



greedy,grasping,andavaricious;unscrupulous,

deceitful,andduplicitous;power-hungryandstatus-

seeking;anddelinquent,villainousNotforgetting

youareacriminal!!"

IwasbreathingupanddownIstoodup

Me:getout!!!"

Shecameclosetome"waittillItellMvelothatyou

don'tevenhaveadropofroyalbloodinyourvein"

IpoppedmyeyesopenNoitcannotbe

Her:Power...convertsagoodhumanleavinga

privatelifetoatyrantinherownhouse,youare

commonerNomacawe,youwerenevermarriedto

thisfamilytheKingwantedyoutobehisincubator

forhischildrensincequeenmotherwombwas



removedaftergivingbirthtoLeo,asIsaidbefore

youmayhavegotteneveryonefooledbuthhayi

abaphansiandnotme"

Me:talkischeapnoonewillbelieveyou,thereisno

proofandNkosiyabantuwillnevertalk,because

thisroyalhouseitiswhatistodaybecauseofme!"

Sheclappedhandandsaid"wowfinallyshesteps

out...Ameni...LookIknowIdon'thaveproofI'm

justaSangomanjewhotalkswithsmokeanddead

peoplebutwhattheyshowedmewhataboutto

comeaish...thatwillmakeyousinglikecanary"

Her:listenhereyouwomen...Don'ttestmypatient

MvelomaythinktheworldofyoubutIhaveplayed

thisgamewhileyouwerestillondipperssoyou

goingtoleavemyhouseandgocrawlbacktowhat

everrockyoucamefromuyezwa!Ihavekilledto

getwhatIwantandIcandoitagain'



Shelaughed,

Her:youforgetthatI'mprotectedbythegreatwhite

lionandpissmeoffyouwillseehisfurry,"

Thisisbadthisisreallybad

Me:whatdoyouwant!"Ifinalysaidsoftly

Her:stepdownfromtheseatorfaceulaka

labaphansi"Ican'tdothatnever

Her:OKthenbutsoulakaitis,justknowthatit

hasstarted...AndonlytheroyalQueencanstopit,

that'swhyI'malldressedupbecauseIdon'twantto

whitenesswhatcomingnexthaveagoodlife

Nomacawe"_



Me:wait!Whathasstarted??"

Shelaughed,swingingherbigarsandclickedher

hills

Her:enjoyitwhileitlastbutifIwereyouIwillstart

packing"shestoppedbythedoorandlookedat

me"Ifeelsorryforyou"

.

.

Sbahle*****

Iwokeupwithananunsettlingfeelingthat

somethingiswrongwithMvelo,Ifeltpaindeep



downinmyheart,hishurtingMyinstinctsandgut

feelingsareneverwrong,

Itookmyphoneandcalledhimitrangunanswered

Me:what'swrongMnguni"

IthardtodescribebutmeandMvelosharea

spiritualbond,somethingjustdon'tfeelrightinmy

head,andIcan’tfigureoutwhatitisIjustknow

thatthereissomethinghisnottellingmeIfeelit,it

bad.

Ijumpedinandoutoftheshowers,Iputonmy

shortfloraldresswithflops,Iunplattedamagoda

onmyhairanditlookedfrizzyandcurtlyIjustletit

be,Itoolmyphoneandwalkedout,Ifoundmom

andNsikainthekitchen



Me:morning"

Thegreatermeback

Me:momcanyoupleaseborrowmeyourcarkeys

"

Her:uyaphin?"

Me:momIneedtogocheckuponMvelo"

Nsika:wowsisiitsonlybeenfewhourswithusand

alreadyyoumissyourhusbandthatmuch'

Me:itnotthat...Ijusthaveababfeelingnje,last

nightheleftthehousenothimselfwhichgotme

worried"



Mlondi:hewassulkingbecausehewasgoingto

spendthenightalone...Morningeveryone"he

saidwalkinginandallattentionshiftedtohim,

momquestionshimabouthistattoosonhisbody

sincehewasnotwearingaT-shirton,

Me:mayourkeysplease!"

Her:hiscomingforbreakfastIalreadysenthima

text,besideswegoingtovisityourfathergravethis

morning,dishupforyourbrotherIneedtogo

change"

Aishthisfamilykodwa,Shedoesnotgetit,this

thingiseatingmeup anditwillonlygetworse,I

tookoutmyphoneaftergivingMlondihisplateand

dialedMveloagain...DamnitNoanswer,I'm

slowlyloosingmymindnow.

Silencescreamsaretheloudestwhenyou’reina



spiritualrelationshipwithsomeone.Itslikehis

dangerorfearfulthoughtsareinmyhead,Ineedto

bewithhim,IneedtoholdhimIneedtolookinto

hiseyesandseeifhisOKornot,heistheonlyone

thatsilencethisemotionalimbalancefeelinginside

methissilencecreamsisladenorweighdownwith

loveandaffectionfromonlyhim.attimesIfeelasif

itisseducingme.Thatwhyivaluehiscompany

overanythinginthissuperficialworld,itCrazy

howMvelojustbecamemyutmostpriority,andno

onecaneverreplacehimitslikeI'mmeanttostay

withthishim foraneternity

Nsika:whoputthelightshere"Ilookedaroundthe

lasttimeIwasherewaswhenweplacedmyfather

torest

Mlondi:Idid"

Me:Mlondiamathunalawayouneedtorespect

thissoulsandletthemrestinpeace"



Mlondi:mnceeethereisnoBhenguthat'srestingin

peaceLAthispeoplewillneverseeizulu,hellis

wheretheyallareatandonedayIwilljointhem"

Idroppedmymouthandstoodthere

Nsika:shutupmomwillhereyou"_

Mlondi:mceeecomeondadiswaiting"isthisguy

normal,

“sorrytodisturbyoupeacedadbutyourwifesaid

wemustsayfewwords,You’vebeenthebest

fatheranyonecould’veeveraskedfor.Butifyou

hearGodcallingyou,youmaygoplease.We’llbe

OK.”

Inudgehimandmomrolledhereyes,



Nsika:thankforlookingafterusShongololo'mom

lookedatme

“I’mhere,Dad,”IfeltlikeIneededtoreassuredhim

asiknelleddownandtouchedhistombstone

“Mom’shereNsikaandMlondi.Weallloveyou.”

Tearsbegantopourdownmycheeks.,thereso

muchIwanttotellyoubutIfeellikeyoualready

knowbecauseyouhavebeenlookingoverme,I

hopeyoufindpeacenowandrest,wegotthiswill

lookafteryoupreciousjewelry'mom',Iwillalways

loveyouandIwillneverforgetyou"

Ikissedmyhandandpleasedinonhisstone

Mlondi:nowcanwegoeat"

Weallchuckled



Mom;sometimesIfeelliketheyexchangeyouin

thehospital,areyoureallymyson?"

Icrackedoutaswemadeourwayoutofthegrave

yard,IstoppedlaughingasIlookedatawomen

dressedingoldandgreendress,shehadacrown

onherheardandshelookedsobeautiful,myfeet

startedwalkingtowardsherdirection

Her:yousobeautiful"

ShelyingsheismorebeautifulthanIwilleverbe

shelookedlikeagoddess

Me:whoareyou?"

Her:TheLorddidn’tleaveanydiseasesoutofthis

curse.Hedeclared,“Alsoeverysickness,andevery



plague,whichisnotwritteninthebookofthislaw,

themwilltheLORDbringupontheeuntilthoube

destroyed.”(Deuteronomy28:61)youhavethe

powertobreakthegenerationalcurse

Ntimbikayiseitendswithyou"

IfeltsomeonetapmyshoulderIjumpedand

lookedupitwasmom

Mom:areyouOK?"

IlookedbackatwherethebeautifulLadywas

standingshewasgonethetombstoneshewas

standingonwaswritten

"NomvulaSbahleBhengu"

Me:elabanilelithuna"



Mom:itsyourgreatgrandmother,theysaythat

thewasthemostbeautifulQueenintheBhengu

kingdom,"

ThatIsawformyselfitsnolie

Me:what'sherstorymom,andwhyamInamed

afterher"

Mom:youlooklikeherthatwhyyourgrandfather

namedyouafterhermother,shediedatavery

youngageandherdeathtilltodayisstillunknown"

Me:whathappened"

Momlookedatmeandthoughtforawhile

Her:shecommittedsuicide...Shedrownherselfin



theriverherbodywasneverfound,"

Me:oohmyGodwhy"

Westartedwalkingbacktothehouse,

Her:theroyalhousedrovehertoherearlygrave"

Me:kantihowevilisthisfamily,firstitwasherand

itwasyou"

Her:SbahlebeingQueenisnotabouthavinga

tittleonlyorstandingbyyourhusbandsideand

lookingbeautiful,youneedtobestrongbecause

sometimestheverysamepeoplewhoputyouinthe

seataretheonethatwillbeyourdoom.Loveevery

onemybabyasQueenbuttrustnoone,ifyoutoo

weakyoumayenduptakingyourlifebecauseyou

can'tstandtheheat"



InoddedIlookedbackathergraveandfeltmore

confusedaboutwhatshesaid

.

.

Mvelo***

IopenedmyeyesandfoundSomdalasittingonthe

couchlookingatme.

Him:areyouOK?"Ishookmyhead

Me:IfeellikeI'mloosingmymind,Idon'tknowif

I'mconingorgoing,myheartisbeatingonmy

throughIfeelbetrayedbymyownancestors,why



willGogodothiswhywillshewanttotaketheonly

thingthatmakesensetome"

Him:shedoesnothavethepowertotakeher,she

mayinfluenceherbutIdoubtshewillsinceItalkto

her"

Me:ifnotherthenwho?"

Him:itwillbeyou!"

Idon'tunderstandme?IloveSbahlewhywouldI

driveheraway

Him:IfeellikeHistoryisrepeatingitselfnow,I

wasonceinyourshoesIknewIwasinlivewiththe

Goddess,shehadtoldmesomanytimesthatone

dayshewillleaveandbeonewithwateritsherfate,

butlovingherchangedme,IwasmoreofSomdala



thebeastthenMlungisithemanwhenI'mwithher,

shewasmymateandnomatterhowItriedto

controlmyselfwhenI'mwithherIwillalwaysend

uphurtingher,shecriedmorethanthelaughed,

shelockedherselfinourroombecauseofthe

bruises,notonlydidsheloseherselfIlostmyself

aswelltillshecommittedsuicide...I'mthiscold

heartedmantodaybecauseofhershetookthe

maninmewhenshebecameonewiththewater

andleftmewiththeheartofthebeast"

Iheldmyhead

Him:Sbahleisyourweaknessandshewilldrive

youtotheedgeyouwillactinsane,crazyandyou

willhurtheremotional,physicallytillshebrakes...

She'salsofacingherdemonsthatsheneedtoover

comeandshewillneedyoumorethenevernow'

Me:demons?"



Him:Oshuncursedallofherdescendedtohave

herfate,itstartedwithherifthechaincanbe

brokenitmeansthatthecursewillbeliftedfromthe

goddessofthewater,theyaretrappedthereeven

deathcan'treunitethemwithheavenorancestors,

theycancausemoreharmthenharmonywhenin

powerandexpyecialyangered"

Me:thisisalltoomuchtotakeIdon'tunderstand"

Him:IhavesentMakhumalotoNigeriathatwhere

itallstarted,shewillsharemorelightinSbahle

journey...Weneedtobrakethecursebeforeshe

givesbirth..."

Istartedwalkingaroundtheroommyheadwas

spinning

Me:sosheisnottakenIdrivehertosuicide"



Henodded"buthow?Iloveher,allIhavebeen

doingisprotectingher"

Him:sheismarkedwhenyousleepwithheryou

hurtherthenpleaseher,youdon'ttakeherout

becauseyoufearthatshemighthavewondering

eye,youchosewhatshemustwearallthetime,

youalwaysbyhersidelikeashadow,youalways

betweenherthighssothatshewillbetootiredto

leavethehouse,herphoneisbugged,youknow

everythingshedoes,whoshetalkstoandevery

movementshemakes,youplanningonmakingher

pregnanteveryyearsothatnomanwilllookather,

isthatstillprotection?Isthatstilllove"

Isankdownonthefloor

Him:Jealousyandpossessivenessarenotsafe

cocoons.It’saprisonwheretheprisonerhasto



behaveaspertherulesandinsecuritiesofthejailor

orbepunishedforit.Thereisnospaceorregardfor

trust,individualityorpersonalgrowth.Yourlovefor

herandyourdesiretoseeherhappywillbeusedas

ameanstowhipherintosubservienceandtoforce

hertobowdowntoyourdemons.Noneofitis

healthy,desirableorproductive.Noneofitwill

createharmonyandlongtermhappiness.Totruly

loveistotrust.Toallowthoseyoulovetoblossom,

bethebesttheycanbe.Tobeprotectiveandnot

possessivebecausebeingprotectiveistocare

aboutthemandbeingpossessiveisallabout

cateringtoyourself"

Me:IlovehersomuchthatI'mloosingmymind"

Him:don'tallowNgonyamatotakeover,Mvelothe

manwhochosehermustalwaysbeincontrol,"

Me:Idon'tthinkIcan,"



Him:Peopleshouldbetogetherbecausethey

supporteachother,bringoutthebestineachother

andtobethebesttheycanbe.Don’tpunishherfor

lovingyou,allowherlovetohelpyouconqueryour

demons."

Ilookedathimwithtearsonmyeyes

Him:Ineedtorewritemywrongstorighttrough

you,IpromisedNdoniIwillnotallowyoutohurt

thatgirlandwillworkonthistogether,wipeyour

tearsyourwifeisatthedoor"

.

.

Tobecontinued
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Sbahle****

Iwalkedinsidethehouseandheardsniffing,I

lookedtotheCorneroftheroom Mvelowassitting

downhewasonhisgreysweatpantsandnotop,I

rushedtohim

Me:babe"Isaidsoftly

Hiseyeswerebloodshotredhehasbeencrying

Ipulledhimtomyarms,Idon'tknowwhat'seating

himup,butseeinghimlikethisbrokemyheart,he

washeavyandIwasseatinginavery

uncomfortableposition,butItookitallin,hewas

silentlycryinginmyarmsIwaswetwithtearsand



allIcoulddoisbrushhisback,andtellhim

everythingwithbeOKIhadnoclueorideaofwhat

weupagainstbutweinthistogether.

Iinstinctively,pullhimtowardmetolayhisheadon

mychest,IlovemypartnersomuchthatIwanted

himtofeelsafewithme.RightnowIdidn’twantto

seehimhurt,andIwantedtomakehimfeelbetter.

Him:Idon'tknowwhatdoHle-hleIjustdon't"

"ItsOKI'mHere"Isaidbrushinghisface,

Me:Whenyoucrymyheartcracksopen.Whenyou

cryIfeelmyworldtumbling,MveloItrustmyheart

withyou.Whenyoucry,Itrustmylovewithyou.I

trustthatyouwillbehonestwithmeabouthowyou

arefeelingandinyourcapacitytolovemewithyour

wholeheart.Itrustthatthisisrawandrealand

deepinallthewayspartnershipneedstobe.When



youcryImeltandstrengthenatonce,andthe

spaceIcreatetoholdyouiscreatedforaking...

Tellmewhatwrong"

Him:promiseyouwillneverleaveme"

Me:Mvelo"

Him:justpromiseme"

Me:IwillneverleavebabyIswear"

Ifeltasenseofsecurityinsidemymind.Evenwhen

ifeellikeI'mbrakingdownandIneedhimtocone

backtome,buthispresencehascalmmynervesa

bittheinsecurities,scarsandfearsturntodustand

ashwhenthelovebreachesthedarkestand

deepestcornersofofmind,hemovedhishead

frommychesttomylapheburiedhisfaceonmy



tummy,

Istartedhummingasongtohimwhilebrushinghis

faceandhair,heslowlyletgoandIcouldfeelhim

relaxingabit

Him:thereareunknownforcesthatcanbrakeusor

makeusstrongerHle-hle,yesterdayIhadachance

tospeaktoyourfather,grandfatherandyourgreat

grandfather,andireceivedthemostdisturbing

newsaboutyourfamilypast,"

Listeningtohimconveythisstoryaboutmyfamily

historyItcracksitswaydeepwithinmeandtoy

withmyfeelings.Isuddenlyfeltempathy,sadness,

myemotionswereevery,Heheldmywaistcloseas

hefeltmybodytensingup

Him:yourgrategranmotherandmymine

descendedfromthesameclothandyourfather



wasgiventhecursewhilehewasstillinyour

grandmotherwomb,thatyouwillbethenext

leavingdescendedofthewatergoddess"

Thismakessense,hejustmademeseethings

fromanewperspective.Givesmethereasoni

neededtounderstandthisrelationshipIhavewith

water,

Me:oohmyGod"

Him:thatnotallTheOtherSideOfTheCoinisthatI

willbeyourdoom"

Hewastensenowhisvoicewasbraking

Him:I'mreallyscaredSbahlethesignsarethere

I'mgoingcrazyoveryou"_



Me:Mvelo..."

Hewasgoingonandononabouthowhefears

hurtingmeandhowwillthatdestroyhimifIwalk

awayfromhim,hestartedcryingagainIhateit

whenhestartactinglikethishebelieveinwhathe

believeanddon’twanttohearmypointofview.

Me:Mvelo!!!"

Hestoodupandwipedhistearshisbackwas

facingme

Me:wepayingforthesinsofourforefathersbabe,

Lookingbacktoourparents,grandparents,and

great-grandparents,wecanoftentraceourphysical

features,strengths,andweaknessesthroughthe

familyline.Inthesameway,wecanobserve

charactertraitsandspiritualinfluencesthatspan

thegenerations.AGodlyheritageoffersasturdy



foundationofvirtueandfaithfulness,butdeeds

suchasanger,lust,andbitternesssetdestructive

patternsthatneedtoberecognizedandovercome..

.ican'tovercomethatthebeastcomesoutwhen

I'mangryorinrageandyouareitsmateitsno

doubtthatIwillhurtyou"

Me:,Mvelowearenotourforefathersweare

MveloandSbahle,weloveeachotherandwehave

eachothersback...I'mwaytostrongerthen

Nomvulamygrategrandmothertheonlythingwe

shareorhaveincommonisbeauty,eitherthenthat

I'mnother,andyounotSomdala,Ihaveseenyou

becomeNgonyamasomanytimesandIwasnever

afraidIneveroncethoughttoleaveyou"

Him:onethingIhatethemostisnothavingcontrol

inthissituation,I'mtiredoffightingwithmy

ancestorstheyhavefuckedupmylifeonwaysI

cannotemagin,I'mangrySbahleIwishtheycould

justleaveusalone!"



Iwrappedmyarmsaroundhimhugginghimfrom

behind

Me:Iknowandyouhavesaidthatsomanytimes

thatI'mstartingtounderstandwhereyoucoming

from,butwearewhatwearebecauseoftheblood

passdowntousbythem"

Him:Hle-hleI'mscaredmyloveforyouistoxic

...andyouknowthataswell"

Me:Iknownothingbutloveandreallyonyouto

teachme,yeswefightalotbutthatwhatmakesus

strong,youmylifemvelo,thefatherofmyunborn

baby..."

Him:thatbabywasconceivedwithyoucrying

tellingmestop...IforcedmyselftoyouSbahle"



Heuntanglehimselffrommyarmsandstarted

walkingaround

Me:Mvelo"

Him:Ican'tcontrolhimwhenitcomestoyou....I

justcan't..IhatethiscurseIhatebeingMnguni!!!!

Ibloodyhateit"

Hewasgettingangryandhisfacewasgettingred

thebeastwantedtocalmoutIfelthim,

Me:youarelettinghimout"

Iheldhisface"comebacktome...Please..."He

lookedatmeandbreathinandoutandpulledmeto

hisarmshisheartbeatwasbeatingabnormallyfast



Me:Whenweunderstandhowourlivesare

influencedbyourforefathers,wecanrespond

appropriatelytothatinfluence.Weshould

appreciateandcelebratethegoodthathasbeen

passeddownthroughourfamilies.Also,weshould

acknowledgetheiniquitiesofourforefathers,"

Ibreathoutloud

Me:wecannotovercomethisifyoustillblame

yourselfonhowwecreatedHlelo..Youneedto

repentofyourownsins,andendeavortoovercome

thetendenciestowardspecificsinsthatwehave"

Him:andhowdowedothat"

Me:youforgiveyourself,stopreferringtoyourself

asamonster,Ihavelearnedtoenjoybeingintimate

withyou,Iunderstandyourmoodswings,Iknow



howtotamethebeast,I'mnotapushoverMvelo

youknowthatandthatthereasonwhyyoufallin

lovewithmebecauseIchallengeyou"

Hebreathoutloudandhewasslowlycalmingdown

Me:irefusetobeheldresponsibleforthesinsof

ourancestors,wearesusceptibletotheirareasof

weaknessandshouldriseaboveit"

Him:howdowedothis,whenallIseeisme

hurtingyouandyouleavingme,SbahleI'mnot

worthytobewithyou,Iwillneverforgivemyselfif

Idriveyoutocommittingsuicide"

Ilethimgoandlookedathim

Me:lookatme"



Hiseyestraveledeverywherebutnottome

Me:Isaidlookatme!"

Islappedhimsohardthathiseyeslandedonme

Me:Generationalimmoralityfollowthelawsofthe

harvest:wereapwhatwesow,wereapwherewe

sow,wereapmorethanwesow,andwereapina

differentseasonthanwesow.Wecanneverrepeat

historybecausethehandthatsawisdifferentnow

thatwhatwasusedinthepast"

Him:Ourancestorssinnedandarenomore,and

webeartheirpunishmentijustwanttoloveyou

freeofcurseandgrowmyfamilywithyou,Iwant

togrowoldandgraywithyou...Iwanttoloveyou

tilltheendoftimeisthattomuchtoask?"



Me:andIwantthattoo...IloveyouMvelo"

Heranhishandonhisface"whatarewegoingto

do"

HesetonthecouchandIsetontopofhim

squattingposition,thisdressisshotitjustgot

lifteduptobemoreofatopnowIhopehedoesnot

complain,hisHanswerewasonmyars,Iplaced

myforeheadonhis

Me:webrakethecurse"

HelookedatmeasifI'mbluffing

Me:fathersshallnotbeputtodeathbecauseof

theirchildren,norshallchildrenbeputtodeath

becauseoftheirfathers.Eachoneshallbeputto

deathforhisownsin:



Deuteronomy24:16....TodayIvisitedmyfather

graveandIsawNomvulamygreatgrandmother,

shetoldmethatI'mstrongenoughtobrakethe

curseitendswithme"

Him:what?...How?...Whatelsedidhesay"

Me:justthat....innotsomanywords...AndIneed

youtofiguretherestout"

Itookhishandandplaceditonmytummy"I'm

morestrongerthanyouthinkMnguniandwewill

findasolutionoutofthis"

Him:Idon'tknowwhattosay..Thisrightherejust

gavemehope"

Hesmiled



Me:Whyshouldnotthesonsufferfortheiniquity

ofthefather?’Whenthesonhasdonewhatisjust

andright,andhasbeencarefultoobserveallGod

statutes,heshallsurelylive.Thesoulwhosins

shalldie.Thesonshallnotsufferfortheiniquityof

thefather,northefathersufferfortheiniquityofthe

son.Therighteousnessoftherighteousshallbe

uponhimself,andthewickednessofthewicked

shallbeuponhimself.Ezekiel18:19-20"

Helookedatmewithraisedeyebrow

Him:whoareyou?"

Igiggled

Me:I'mthewifeoftheprinceoflight"



Ikisshim

Him:Iguessitstruewhattheysay...behindevery

strongmanstandsanevenstrongerwomenbehind

him"

Igiggled

Me:nobabeBehindeverygreatmanisnota

woman,sheisbesidehim,sheiswithhim,not

behindhim"

Him:shutupandkissmesmartmouth"_

Me:whatevercrybaby'

Wechuckledaswekissed,Ihavelearnedthat

SignsandspirituallyconnectionIfeelforMveloi



mustneverignoredthembecausetheylead

towardsabetterunderstandingofhisemotional

andspiritualside,truthbetolditrusthimmore

wholeheartedlynowjustbecauseheopenedupto

Mehedidnothavetoattemptgrandgesturesto

winmytrustandforthatIwillforeverentrustmy

wholelifetohim.

Him:Ineedtophonemama,"Igotoffhimand

mademywaytothekitchenIwaskindhungrynow,

hewalkedinwhileIclosingthefridge

Me:Ithoughtyoucallingmama?"

Him:sheisnotpickingup...I'lltryherlater"he

pickedmeupandplacedmeonacounterand

kissedmynose

Him:whatdidgogoNomvulasay?"



Me:babecanweforgetaboutthisforawhile...Its

justdrainingwilldealwithitwhenwegettoUK,

rightnowIjustwanttobewithyou"

Him:Iamwithyou..."

Me:shutupyouknowwhatImean'

Him:Idon't...Whatdoyoumean?"

Ilookedathimandhelookedatmeandhebustout

andlaughed"no..."

Me:itsnotmeitsyourbaby"

HewasabouttostepbackwhenIwrappedmylegs

aroundhimandpulledhimtokissme,



Him:thisdressisshort"Itoldyouhewillcomplain

,hesaidthatashishandstraveledundermy

dress,hewaskissingmeonmyneckandturning

meon,

"familyI'mhomeifyounakedgetdressed"Mlondi

saidwalkinginMveloquicklyletgoofme,Ipulled

mydressdown,

Me:Mlondi!"

Mvelo:Shit"

Mlondilookedatuswhilemyeyesranaroundthe

room

"shutupMlondi"whatmomisalsohere



Mvelo:shit...I'llgoputonaT-shirt"hedashoffas

mywholefamilymadetherewayin,whatarethey

doinghere?

Mlond:soyoureallyweregoingtohavesexin

kitchenifwedidnotshowup"

Ilookeddown,I'membarrassed

.

.

.

Mvelo****



Sbahlefamilyspendthewholedayinourhouse,

hermommadelunchIwatchedsoccerwiththe

boys,Nsikaleftearlyhehadtogotoameeting,

thiskingshipthingGothimbytheballs.

IwasseatingoutsidewithMlondidrinkingjuice

becausethiscrazyguydoesnotdrinkatall

Him:sowhenareyougoingback?"

Me:infewdaystime"

Him:shetoldmeshestartingschoolandsheis

excited,thanksNtwama...notonlydidyou

knockedherupbutyoualsoputtingherfuturefirst"

Ilaughed



Me:complimentcomingfromyouwow"

Him:thatain'tnocompliment,sowhatthefuck

wereyouthinkingfuckingmysisterwithoutaglove

sheis19andpregnantinforeigncountryandyou

alloverherlikerash"

Me:youdoknowthatsheismywiferightIcan

fuckheranywayIwant"

Him:don'tbloodytalklikethatabouther"

Me:youstartedit.."

Helookedmeandchuckledandijoinedin"

Him:youmakeherhappy,Iseeitinhereyes,you



notabadguyafterall"

Ishookmyhead"sheissmywold"

Wesettherequiteforawhile

Me:yourdadwasthemostrespectedartistinSA

madeanamefromhimselfnationallyand

internationally"

Him:hewasdopemomstillgetroyaltiesfrom

governmenteverymouth"

Inodded

Me:IwantSbahletocreateafoundationonbehalf

ofyourfather"



Helookedatme

Me:beforeyoukillmeIwantyoutohearmeout

first"

Him:I'mlistening"

Me:Sbahle'sartisoutofthisworldsoImadefew

callandshowedfewpeopleherworkandtheywant

hertoshowcaseit,soI'mthinkingofopeningan

artgalleryforher,withyoufather'snameandthe

foundationthatwillopenlotofdoorsforher"

Him:wow....ThatgreatItoldherherartisoutof

thisworldbutyouknowSbahleshedoesnot

believeinherself"

Me:leavethattomeI'llmakeithappensIknow

whatbuttonstopushtomakehergetonbord



Him:aish....Toomuchinformationbro"

Ichuckled

Him:sohowisshegoingtodoallofthiswith

school?"_

Me:Idon'tknowifshewillbeabletojuggle

school,work,beingawifeandbeinganewmom

andalsobeingQueen"

Him:soyouthinkingofrulingschooloff'

Islowlynodded

Him:whatdidshesay?"



Me:Ihaven'tspokentoher..."

Hebrushedhischin

Him:shewillneedtomovebacktoAfricaifshe

mustdothisartthingyouknowthatandthe

foundationmustsupportourlocal"

Inodded"nextyearshemovingbackwiththekids

...Sheneedtotakethesitandrulehercountry"

Him:andyou?"

Me:Imworkingonaplantomovebackthisside

permanently,itmaytakefewyearsbutitwill

happened"

MyphonestartedtoringIlookedatit,itwasmama



,IlookedatMlondi..."Ineedtotakethis"

Isteppedawayfromhim

"mama'"sorryIcouldnotansweryourcallI'mout

ofthecountry"

me:what?"

Her:yesI'minNigeriaIjustsettledinmyroom,I'll

behereforcoupleofmonthsbutwillbebackbefore

thebabyisborn"me:Ineedyoumama,everything

isfallingapart"

Her:I'mfixingitmyboy...Breakinggenerational

curseisnotgoingtobeeasy,I'mheretofindout

aboutOshunwhereitallstarted,sheisastubborn

womenanditwilltakeawhiletocrackherbutIwill

gettheanswers,Somdalawillmostlybehelping



youdon'tbeafraidtocallonhim,hehasbeenwith

thebeastfordecadesandheknowshowtotameit,

andthatwillhelpyouunderstandyoucurse

Me:wow...youhaveeverythingfiguredout"

Her:youmyboyandImadeavowtoyourmomto

protectyou"Idon'tknowwhattosay

Me:howdidyouknowaboutthis?"

Her:kantiNgubaniMina"

Ichuckled

Her:whateveryoudo,donotgohometillItellyou

so...doyouhereme!"



Me:whatgoingon?"

Her;Ican'texplainnowbutwilltellyousoon,

DON'TGOTOTHEPRIDELANDS"GogouNdoniis

goingtobeworkingthere

Me:what?"

Her:Ihavetogo...Loveyoumysonandgivelove

tomydaughterOK"

Shedroppedthecallandsheleftmepuzzled

what'sjusthappened?

"Mngunicomebacktome"shehuggedmefrom

behind,Imusthavegotlostinmythoughtagain,I

lovehearingherpullingmebacktoreality



Her:what'swrong?"

Me:mamaisinNigeria,sheistheretofindoutthe

truthaboutyourpowersfromthefirstAfricanwater

goddessOshun,shewillbethereforfewmonths

Her:didyoutell?"

Me:funnypartididnotIwastryingtogetholdof

hersoIcantellherbutshewasalreadyastep

aheadofme'

Her:Iguesswillneedtowaitandsee"

Me:nowillneedtomeetherhalfway,Ineedtodig

moreonmyside"

Her:generationcursecanbebrokenbyprayer



maybewillneedtospeaktoMbaliorNkonzo

...whilewaitingforher"

Iturnedaroundandkissedherforehead,sheis

right,

Her:don'tcryonmenow"Iheldherwaist

Me:didItellyou,youthebest"

Her:nop"Ikissedher

Beingseenasvulnerableleadstoadeeper

connection,talkingtoSbahleaboutthishas

changeourrelationshipwhenIsharedapieceof

mypastwithherandopenedmyselfuptoheri

neverthoughtthatshewillbethissupportive,no

wordscandescribehowmuchIloveherrightnow,

thefearoflosingherisslowlygettingsuppressed,



thissituationweupagainsthasjuststrengthened

ourrelationship.

Iguessthereisnouseincomplainingabouthow

theworldisconspiringagainstus,andhowit's

goingtodestroyourbond.Justsoyouknow,itis

not…theworlddoesn’tgivetwofucksaboutus,it

preyontheweakandmeandmywomenwewere

bornfighters

Her:comelet'sgoeatmomhelpedmecook"

Wewalkedhandinhand

Her:stopstressingaboutthiswegotthis"

ShekissedthebackofmyhandandIkissedher

mouth



Me:Iloveyou"

Her:uthandwayimiMnguni"_

ThelevelofrespectIhaveforthiswomenisoutof

thisworldshehasmademestepoutofmyshellI

guessBeingvulnerablemakesotherstrustyou

moreandfeelmorecomfortablewithyou.The

chancesofthemopeninguptoyouincrease.This

feelingofclosenessiswhatmostrelationshiplack

nowadays,trustmeItsisnoteasytoopenyourself

toothers,especiallyyourwifebutsomething

changedinmylifetodayshetoldmetocomeback

toher,andIdidnothesitatetoopenawholecanof

wormsandherresponsetookmebysurpriseand

thataloneleftmefeelingliberated.

.

.
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IstillseethesamewomanIfellinlovewithand

marriedliketheexactsamewoman.Imean,she

hasgainedabout45-50lbsbutit’slikemybrain

won’tallowmetoseethatsheisdifferentinany

way.Sure,Imeanherarmsaren’ttonedanymore



andherhipsandlegsarewiderbutitdoesn’tmatter

Her:whatsoamusing'

Me:youbeautiful'

Her:youjustloveseeingmenakedthatwhy"

IlaughedasIcontinuedtogiveheraspongebath,I

amstillsexuallyattractedtoher,butIalsofound

herhilarious.She’s5′2″soshesaysbutIthink

she’sshorternowespeciallysinceweare7months,

shejustlookedhilarious,butinanadorableway.

She’ssoshortandhasthismassivebelly,couldn’t

helpbutgiggleeverytimeIseeit.

Her:getout"



Me:comeonbaby"

Her:youlaughingatmeagainMveloGetout"

Me:I'mstillbathingyou'

Shegavethatlookthatsaiddon'tstartwithme,I

raisedmyhandsandwalkedoutlaughingtomyself

Wefinally7monthspregnantandnoteverydayis

rosyinthishouseitcanbeamadhouseinan

instantwithhermoodswingsbutI'menjoyingevery

momentofourpregnancyandeventhoughmywife

isdrivingmecrazy,I'mstillmadlyinlovewithher

shehasgottenhotternow,butwellshedoesn’t

believemeyouknowIcanspendalldaylong

complimentingher,writefuckingsonnets,leave

poetry,whispersweetnothings,orjustdesperately

tryingtoexplainhowmuchIlovelookingatevery

squareinchofherandshejustgetsselfconscious



andhides.Goddamnwoman,Ilovewhatababydid

toyouanditmakesmewanttofillyouwithmore!

shewillsuddenlydevelopedthisfieryandsuper-

short-temper,sheloseshercoolthemoment

somethingdoesn’tsoundrighttoherordoesn't

workthewayshewantto.Sometimessheblurts

outreallynastythingswhichIfearisbeginningto

pushmeaway.Istartedspendingmorehoursat

workbecauseI'mscaredofmycrazywifelike

literallyI'mscared

"_itsjusthormonesitwillpasswhenshegivesbirth

"_Drsaid,twomonthstogoIwillkeepcounting

down

SometimessheunleashesherangertoZeeand

surprisinglyZeewilljustlaughather,

"itsnotfunnyZitheloI'mmadatyou"andshewill



juststarttearingupandcryoohGodthedramaI'm

facedwitheverydayI'malreadyfeelingthe

overwhelmingexpectationsofnotonlytryingto

makelifeeasierforherbutalsolearnasmuchasI

canaboutwhatshe'sgoingthroughandwhatto

expect.Shealwaysseemstobesufferingfrom

morningsicknessandneverseemstowanttodo

anythingforherself,I'vebeentryingthebestIcan

tostaycalmwithheranddoalltheextrastogive

herasmuchrestaspossiblebuttherearedays,it's

drivesmeinsane!

"I'msickandtiredofthisgreenstaffyoufeeding

me"_shewilllashoutknowingverywellthatshe

can'tstomachherfavouritemeals,IswearifIdon't

getupandmakebreakfastforbothofus,shejust

won'teat.She'llbetootiredornauseatedtomake

somethingforherselfshe'sfeelingsosickallthe

timeontheotherhandIwanttomakesurethebaby

isgettingthenutrientsitneeds.Itjustseemslikeif

mywife'snotdeadtired,she'sfeelingsickandvice

versasometimesIjustdon'tknowwhattodo



Iwasabouttocatchuponsomeworkwhenshe

startscallingmeasifsomeonedied

Her:Mvelo!!!"

OohGod,Ibreathoutloud

"Mvelo!!!"

Sheneedmetohelpherupfromthebathtub,this

iswhatshedoallthetimeyellformetocomehelp

herup,Ifindherflatonherbackandcouldn’tget

out.

Me:hello"

Shepoutedherlips



Her:Ican'tgetup"

Sheisphysicallychallengeandcan'tdonothing,

sheunabletodrivewehavecushionsupportingher

,Iboughtherpedalextenderssoshecoulddrive

withouthertummyhittingthesteeringwheel,she

unabletoeffectivelyreachtothebackofakitchen

countertopIboughtherstepstostandon,looking

atherdependonmeforalmosteverythingSheis

justincrediblycute.

Iliftedherupdriedherhelpedherputarobeon

Me:doyouwantmetolotionyourbody"Iheldher

handtherobeslightlyopenandwasrevelinghetbig

breasthulalatherearesoinvitingFuckSbahle

looksfreakingridiculouslygorgeousthispregnant

isturninghertosomepregnantpornstartthatI

wasn'ttorideallday,Imeanherbodywashot



beforebutnowthereisthat'thing'something

more…likeIhaveaprimalattractiontohersince

sheiscarryingmychild.

Her:I'mpregnantnothandicap'

Me:OK...I'llbeinmystudy"

Her:"youdon'tlovemeanymoreisitbecausei

havestretchmarks..."Istoppedandlookedather

Me:Sb....

Her:hateyoufordoingthistomeIhateyou!"_

Me:babe..."

Her:getout"



Me:hayboo!!"

Shetookherlotionandthrewitatme

Me:OK...OK...JustcalmdownI'mOut"

ShestartedcryingandIjuststoodbythedoorshe

isclingyasfuckbutyetshehatesmyguts

"Mvelooooo!!!!"

IrollmyeyesyouseewhatImean

Me:Ndlonkulu"Isaidwalkingintheourbedroom

Shelookedatmehereyessosmallnotvisible,her



cheeksaresooobiganddamnthatnoseisthe

biggestnoseIhaveeverseen,

Me:mybeautifulwife..."Isetnexttoheronthe

bedandbrushedherbumpshehitmyhand,

Her:leavemealone"yooo

Me:babyyoucalledme"Ikissedherchubby

cheeks,

Her:nothingfits"_shehasnotleftthebedand

alreadynothingfitsasifshehasgonetocheckin

theclosetsheissodamnlazy

Me:what??noways..."

Irantotheclosetandtookleggingsandoneofher



maternitydressandwhitelongsleevevest,she

hateunderwearthisdayssoIleftthemout.

Ihelphertakeoffherrobe,fucksheissexy,I'm

prayingforquicklyrightnowpleaseGod...Please

God...Itsbeensolongyeswelasthadsexlike3

daysagoandshegottiredandIhadtofinishthe

jobwithmyhandsoIneedthisnow,Istartrubbing

hertummyandkissedherIneedtodothisfastget

hersohornythatshewillgiveinshehasmind-

readingpowersthisdayanditsenhancedbythe

secondbraingrowinginheruterus.Beforemyhand

canevenreachherboobsherhandwasalreadyon

mydickgrabbingitsohard

Me:Baby..Letgo..Ouch"

Her:whatdidIsay?"

Me:Ididn'teventouchthem"



Het:soI'manimaginingthingsnowhowmany

timesmustItellyouthatMyboobsmayhave

gottenbiggerbutthatdoesn’tmeanyoucantouch

themwheneveryouwant."

Me:I'msorry...Justthattheyareso...'

Shesquishedevenharder

Me:"haaaaa"

Sheletgooffme"bloodyhellwhat'swrongwith

you!!"

Shelookedatmeandstartedcryingandrantothe

bathroomandclosedthedooronmyface



Me:I'msorry..."

Her:goaway,..."shesniffedandcried Ishouldbe

madI'mtheonehornyandmywifeisdeprivingme

ofmycookie,Ijustcouldn’tgetenoughofher,

AndIlovethestretchmarks,Ididthattoherthose

are,warriormarks.Pregnancyhasmadehersupper

sexyI'mwaspracticallyaddictedtoherbodyShe

getssoirritatedwithmefornotbeingabletokeep

myhandstomyselfandwaytoselfconscious.

Me:hle-hlengiyaxolisavulaumyangoMkami"_

Her:IknowthatyouthinkthatIamadifficult

persontodealwithrightnowbutpleaseunderstand

–Iamswollen,hungry,gassy,andtired.Thelast

thingonmymindishavingaquickiewhenIcan’t

evenseehowmyvaginalookslikerightnow,"_

Me:Iknow...comeoutandlet'stalkaboutthis"



Sheopenedthedoorandlookedatme

Her:Idon’tfeelprettyanymore"

Ihuggedherandapologize,Ihelpedherputon

hercloths,didherhair,Imadeherfacethemirror

Me:Who'sthemostbeautifulwomeninthewold?

"

Sheblushedandlookeddownandjustonqueue

shestartcryingagainfatherGodgivemestrengthI

mademywayinfrontofherandcrouchdown

Me:hay...Sweetheartwhatwrong'

Her:Sometimesievencan’texplainhowIam



feelingbutallIknowisthatIneedyoutokeep

tellingmethatIambeautifulevenwhenI’mlyingon

thehospitalbedintearsandinpainabouttogive

birthtoourbaby...Iwanttohearyousayit....

Thereisalittlehumangrowinginsideme–alittle

personwhotakesalotofmyenergy–physically

andemotionallyI'maballofmessI'msorryfor

makingthisexperienceunbearable"_

Me:youkiddingmeI'mlovingeverymoment,

beingherewithyouinthismoment,experiencing

thehighthelowsbabyIcanneveraskforanybetter

giftthanwhatyougavemerightnow,thisisclose

toheavenormagic,"

Ikissedher

Me:yousobeautifulandhotandsexyandwheni

lookatyounakediinstantlygetaboner,youdon't



knowhowdifficultitistokeepmyhandsoffyouat

times,yougorgeousandoursonjustgaveyouthat

glow"Ihuggedherandkissedherneck

Me:youaremyballofmessandIloveyou...'

Her:Ilov....ouch...Mother...Fu..."Iplacedmy

handonhermouthandplacedmyhandonher

tummyHlelogivesthemostmeanestkicksever

whenhishungry,hewasjustkickingandIwason

anotherplanetrightnow,Iremovedmyhandsand

lookedathertummy,"wow"Sbahlestomachwas

movinganditwaslikeawaveacrossthesurfaceit

lookedsomagical,itslikeI'mbeingadadforthe

firsttimerightnowthesmileonmyfacewas

evidence"

Her:feedmeandstopsmilinglikearetard"

Me:SbahleshuuuuuuI'mstilltalkingtomyboy"



Her:hiskickingMebecausehishungry"

IlovethisfeelingitssooutofthisworldIkissedmy

babyboyandthenhermotheripulledherbyher

handandwewalkedtothekitchenIwasnotfeeling

likecookingandZeewasonherplaydatewithher

friendsoIdecidedwegooutmaybeshewilldo

someshoppingtoo,shewasalluponmewhenI

toldherthat,

Her:oohmygodiloveyousomuch...Thishouse

wassuffocatingme'

Me:youwereattheparkwithZeeyesterday'_

Her:urgyouwouldnotunderstand"

Me:thishasnothingtodowiththedonutshop



downtheblockright"

Her:justabit..."

Me:wetalkedaboutthis"

Het:I’mgoingtobehonestwithyou,sodon’tjudge

meandhateme.Iwouldreallystilllikeyoutobuy

methosedonuts"

Me:No:

Her:butyoupromisedthismorningbeforeyouwent

allDrhealthyonme"

Me:yourmouthwasonmycockIwillpromiseyou

anythingwhenyoudothatsuckandlickthingyou

do...Fuckthosearemadskillsbabe"



Shegotoffmeandhitmewithpillow

Me:I'msorrybutthatshitisnotheathy'

Her:Iwantadivorce!!!"

Me:Gogetit"

Her:ihateyou"ourintercomrangnotifyingusthat

someoneisatthegate,savebythebellimademy

waytoit

Her:I'mcurryingtheMnguniheir,Ilooklikeahippo

allIaskisjustaboxofdonutsandmyspermdonor

saynothatshitishotheathyforyounxa...."

IlaughedatSbahletalkingtoherselfasshemade



herwaytothekitchencursingandshoutingand

brakingthings,fuckIloveher,Ilookedatscreenof

thecctvandIalmostscreamedIcouldnotbelieve

myeyes,Iopenedthegateandwalkedoutofthe

househercarparkedanddamnwasIhappytosee

her

Me:sisMbali'

Her:bloodyhell?"Ionlysaidthattopissheroff,

Wehuggedanddidahandshake

Me:whatareyoudoinghere?"

Her:aahhhletseeyoulefta1000massagesonmy

phone4monthsbackdudewhatthefuckItoldyou

IwillbebusywithpracticalJesusyougotmyhead

allmassedupIalmostfailed



Me:aishIforgotbrohadetwana sohowdiditgo?

"

Her:wellitsclassifiedanywaywhereisourwife"

Ilaughedather,Shewasabouttogoinsidethe

houseandIstoppedher

Me:sheinthekitchenandwedon'tgotherewhere

sheisinthere"

Shechuckled"_andwhyisthat"

Me:theirlotofweaponsthatshemayusetokillus

with"shebustoutandlaughed

Her:howfaralongisshe"



Me:7monthsandsheiscrazybro...Superviolent

crazy"

Mbalichuckledandwewalkedaroundthehouseto

sitonthedeckbythelake,

Her:sothisisit?"

Me:yep..."

Shelookedatitforawhileandbackatme

Me:soyoureadmymassage'sandlistenedtomy

voicenotes?"

Her:ya..."

Me:and?...Canyouliftit?"



Shelookeddownandshookherhead

Her:itsacurseright...Butititsnotdemonic"

Me:whatareyoutryingtosay?"

Her:Icanhelpifitwasaspiritualwarbetween

goodandbadandliftthedemonicgenerational

curseinherbutitnot..."

Me:what?"

Her:thespiritispure,cleanmorelikeangelicits

giveslife...AndnoIcan'tliftitup"

Me:comeonMbaliyouareaprophetyouspeakto

God.surelythereisawayaroundthis,wetalking



aboutmywifeherewho'scalledbythewaterevery

nightshehaspowersshedoesnotknowabout..I

dontknowabout....Ineedhelp!"

Sheshookherheadandlookeddown,

Her:youtheonethatcanhelpherunesithinywathat

connectandmanipulateelements..."

Ilookedatherwithboredlook

Her:aishyaYoucan'tshe'stoclosetoyou"

IhavespokentoNkonzoandhealsosaidthatheis

moreinlinewithspiritualandpraisehisdeliverance

isviamusic,Mbaliwasmyonlyhopeandshealso

tellingmethatshecan'thelp,mamaisoutofthe

raiderIcangetholdofher,andSbahledoesnot

wanttotalkaboutthisbutshesleepswalksevery



nightcomestothisverysamelake,Ihadtosetan

alarmonjusttoalertmewhenshewalksoutofthe

houseatnight.

Me:Ineedair,keepaneyeonmywife"

Her:Mvelocomeon...dude"

Me:IneedtothinkMbali..."

Istartedwalking,4monthsandstillI'mnotgetting

anyanswer,Ihavedoneresearchandnothing

conesclosetowhatSbahlehas,I'mstressingout

becauseshefewmonthstogivingbirth.

myphoneringeddisturbingmefrommythoughtsI

stoppedwalkingandtoolitoutofmypocket,thisis

whatIdothisdaysIrun,walkandgotogymithelp

suppressesthebeastandmyangerdown.



IlookedatthescreenitsThabani

Him"Mnguni"

Me:Lunde'

Him:Nkosiyamithingsarenotgoodesigodini"

Me:khuluma"

Him:Ithasn'trainedforfourmonthsnow"

Me:weinwintermonthThabaniofcausetherained

wouldhavestoppedbynow"

Him:Nkosiyami,thelandisdrywedidnotharvest



anythinglastseason,livestockisalsoslowly

dying"

Me:whatdidcouncilsay?"

Him:theysaythattheancestorsarenothappy...

Somethingiswrongintheroyalhouse"

Ibreathoutloud

Me:whatdidtheoldladysay"

Him:asalwayssheisfightingwitheveryone,she

saysthatMakhosiMakhumalobewitchedtheland

andwemustfindanotherroyalSangoma,sheis

adamantthatitsmamaKhumalothatdoingthis,

andthekingsmanaresupportingher"



Me:itsmatteroftimebeforesheconvincethe

community"

Him:Nkosiyamikunjalo...Thatherplan'

Me:andifshewinsthecommunityoveritmeans

thatshecanhavenumberofvotetoflipmeover'

Him:itslikeyoureadingmymindNgonyamathe

communityhasturnedagainstyouandsome

peopleblameyouforbringingawitchesigodini"

Me:Wowinteresting"

Him:NkosiyamiI'mnotsureifyouhearingmeI

saidthepeopleareangryandtheymighttrowyou

offthechairifyoudonotcomeback...Weneed

you,itstartingtobeverychaoticnow'



Ilaughedabitt

Me:letmeworryaboutthat...Besidesthedry

seasonwhatelse?"_

Hebreathoutloud

Him:I'mnotsureifthisisrelevantornotbutthe

midwife'shavesaidthatnowomenhascame

forwardtosaytheyarewithchildwehaven'thada

weddingorcelebrationoranymaritalUnion"

"letmeguessforthepast4months"Iasked

Him:kunjalonje'

Me:onlyfunerals?"



Him:itslikethevillageisperishing,theoldhagi

meanNdlovukaziwantstoinstillnewlawthat

abortionsmustnotbedonetillthenewSangoma

comeswithasolution,"

Me:whocamewithanideaofasangoma"

Him:Ndlovukazi,I'msorrysirbutthereis

somethingnotrightabouther"

Me:keepdiggingandkeepmeposted...Willtalk

soonohbythewayputthatonemailandsendme

namesofeveryonethatconspiringtokickmeoff

myseat"

Him:Nkonsiyami"

IdroppedthecallandthoughtofMakhumalolast

phonecallIhadwithher,



~~~thefallenQueensarenothappyabout

Nomacaweclaimingthechairasroyalty,there

goingtocausehavoctotheland,Norainstill

rightfulQueentakesherseat...Thelandwillsuffer

fertilityproblems...Incurablesickness

...destructionoflife,asinwarormurder;

slaughter....thesheddingofblood....Donotgotothe

PridelandNdoniisworkingandshewilldestroyed

anyonewhostandinherway,tilltherightful

persontakesherseat...Ithasbegan...anditwill

onlygetworse.~~~

IcalledKokoandsheanswerafter6ringIwaseven

thinkingofdroppingthecall

Her:Ngonyama?"

Me:phofukazi"



Her:howisworkiseveryoneOKthatside?"

Me:yes...WeOK.andyouunjanihowisMY

KINGDOM...MYPEOPLE...MYROYALHOUSE..."

Her:allisfineIhaveeverythingundercontrol'

Me:isitsonow?"

Her:ImaybeoldbutIknowhowtoruleandthe

peoplearehappy'

Me:Isee...KuhlekeIguesswilltalklater"

Her:takecare"

Idroppedthecall...."youplayingaverydangerous

game"



.

.
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Ilookedatthemgoingbackandforthitwaseven

annoyingjustwatchingthemgoonandon,we

supposetohavingbreakfastthatIslavedhours

cookingbuttheyhavingthisdebateaboutmygift

andtheunknownpowerIhave

Mbali"allweknowisthatsheisthelotusgoddess



ofdelight,representingtheenfoldmentofdivine

natureanditsmanifestationinthephysicalworld."

Mvelo:yaabutifsheissopureasyousayitwhy

doesshelureyoungwomentotheriverImean

committingsuicideisasin"

Me:thatnottrueTwooftheincidentsofself-killing

intheBibleexhibitapositiveattitudetowardsuicide.

Arguably,theauthoroftheGospelofMatthew

intendsthereadertointerpretthediscipleJudas’s

hangingasanactofremorse.And.Judas

acknowledgesthathehas“sinnedinbetraying

innocentblood”(Matt27:4).Hissuicidemaybe

interpretedasanactofatonementbecausehe

himselfcarriesoutthepenaltylaiddowninthe

HebrewBiblefortakingalife:“noexpiationcanbe

madefortheland,forthebloodthatisshedinit,

exceptbythebloodofhimwhoshedit”(Num35:33;

seealsoLev24:17).Thereisnohintof

condemnationofself-killing ...SonoIdon'tthinkit



is"

Theylookedatme

Mbali:wow!!Thatfuckingenius"

Me:yarightlanguage...Likereallyguysarewe

reallydoingthisnow?"

IlookedatZeewhowasmovingherheadfrom

MbalitoMvelo,didtheyevenrealisethatweonthe

sametableasthem...

Me:babygowatchTVI'mcoming"

Zee:butI'mstilleatingHle-hle"

Me:takeyourplatesweety"shekissedmycheek



andtookherplateandwalkedtotheotherroom

Mbalistoodup"OKsincethatoutoftheway....so

whatpuzzlingaboutthisisthatgoddessareclose

tobeknownasheaventheregiventhedivinespiritI

meanthebiblesaysthattheywillensures

prosperityand'Sheisonlyagivershenever

expectsanythingfromanyone'

Mvelo:sowhyisshedrowningpeople,Ihave

dealtwithshitlikethisitsmoreofacultritual,

thisisnopurespiritifsheisabletotakelife"

Me:theygotothewaterwillinglyandofferthem

selftoher,thewaterisnottakinglifebuttakingthe

weakthatcannotfacetherepowers...canweeat

inpeace!"

Mvelo:youtalkaboutpowers...Whatpowersis

that??Itsunknowneverythingaboutthislifeofthe



riverisjustunknown!!"

IrolledmyeyedmademywaytothekitchenIneed

icecream,eversinceMbalicamefourdaysago

theyhavebeengoingoverandoverthis,its

annoying!!

Mbali:whatifitsnotevil?comeonTreylookat

thiswayHumanbeingshavelongbeeninaweof

water.Itsmovement,itsforms,itscolors,itspower

–allthesedrawourattention,fascinateus,and

sometimesspellbindus.Wecanstareatarunning

brookoroverlapping,windsweptwavesandentera

moodofcalmwonder.Thephysicalpropertiesof

waterthatyoustudiedinthesciencesection–

especiallyfluidity,solvency,andthehydrologic

cycle–givewaterthefeaturesthatevokeourawe.

Theyalsoexplainwhyhumanityhassooftenused

waterasasacredsymbol"

Ijumpedofmysitwithaspoononmymouthand



rantothem,

Me:foronceinFourdayyouareright'

Mbali:Iam?".Ipointedaspoonatherandnodded

mvelo:what?"

Me:thiscomesbacktoyourcallingMvelo,you

oncetoldmethatyouwenttothewaterfallto

connectwithGogoNdoniandshegaveyoupowers

ofisithunywasamanziright?"

Mvelo:thatdifferentbabe"

Me:welookingatthisasifitssomethingoutofthis

world,allthegoddessthatwentunderwaterwere

onceordinarywomenthathadlife's,families,love



andchildrensocomingtoMbalipointHuman

beingshaveoftentakenwater’srefreshing,fluid

qualityasasymbolofthepoweroflifeitself.Many

IndigenousPeoplehaveunderstoodwaterthisway

forthousandsofyearsandevennowsowhatso

differentofwhatyouwenttroughthenwhatIhave

togotrough?"

Theylookedat

Me:maybethereasonwhyI'mnothavingsuicidal

thoughtisbecauseIalreadymusteredthepowerof

water'"

Mvelo:whatareyouonabout?"

Me:Guysyouhavebeenlookingattheanswerall

alongbutyouweretodumbtoputtwoandtwo

together..."



Theylookedatme

Me:I'mtheanswer...'

Mvelo:ini?"

Me:IwentunderwaterwhenIwasyoungand

cameoutalive...Idon'tknowwhatIcameoutwith

buteversincethenIstoppedsleepwalkingtillnow"

Mbali:youdid?"

Inodded"yesIdidMbali...MveloyousaidIwent

underforalmosttwomonthsright?....andwhenI

cameoutmydaddidaritualorceremonyforme,

andIneverhadthissleepwalkingproblems"

Mvelo:whatareyoutryingtosay"



Mbali:youcameoutwithsomethingbutbecauseit

happenedwhenyouweretoyoungitgotlostin

yoursubconscious...Thereasonthewateris

callingyouitwanttogiveyoubackthatpowerand

restoreitinyounottotakeyou....Fuckyousmart"

Wehighfive

Mbali:thisisthelink...Youarethelink"

Mvelo:OKsmartypantsandhowdowedothis?"

Hefoldedhisarmsandwaitedformesayitwhile

hismouthwasreadytospitoutN0

Me:Ifaceitandstoprunningawayfromit"



Him:No!"

Me:Mveloitstheonlywaytobrakethechains....

Yousaidityourselfthatmyfathersaidthatonly

theonewhopossesthepowerknowsit"

Him:youpregnantandI'mnotgamblingwithyour

life"

Mbali:welltechnicallyyouwon'tbebecauseall

Mngunilionsarebornunderwatersowemayhave

awinwinsituationhere"

Him:areyouevenhearingyourself???"

Me:thelandisdyingMvelogogoNdonitoldme

thatIneedtobeQueenfirstbeforeI'myourwifeor

mothertoourkids,thisisamyjourneyandself

discovery,IknowIhaveitinmetodoit"



Him:whatisitthatyouhave!!!"

Me:thepowertoconnectwithwaterinhigher

spirituallevel,TheprophetElijah’sfirstwords

announceadroughtforthesinsofIsrael(1Kings

17:1).WhenthepeopleofIsraelstoptheiridolatry,

Godblessesthemwith“agreatrain”(1Kings18:41-

45).Thisisexactlywhathappeninginmyvillage,

mamabecametheprophetandannouncedthisand

ithappenedandIholdthepowertostopitall."

Him:youcomparingyourselftoGodnow"

Me:itsmydestinyandamsickandtiredofrunning

fromit...TheanswersarehereMveloyouseethem

Iseethemthisisme...Ineedtobelieveinthe

goddessinsideofme"

Mbali:I'mwithHle-hleherebrosheisrightReligion



andtraditionshavealsousedtheseasonalwater

cycleofdrought,flood,life-givingrain,whatifHle-

hleisthemasseur"

Me:MveloI'mdescendedofGogoNomvulathe

Queenofrain,mybloodandhersareoneandI

thinkhercallingispassedontomebecauseshe

neverusedit..'

Hestoopupandranhishandsonhisface

Me:I'mnotsureaboutallofthisbutMvelolookat

theroyalseatallthefallenQueen'shaveonething

incommon...theyallruledwithspecificgift,

GogouNdoniwasthemotheroffertilityeverything

shetouchedcametolife,GogoBawinilewasthe

Queenwarriorsheneverlostafighteither

physically,verbally,politicalyordiplomaticallyshe

wasthethemostfearedwomenthateverlivedyour

biologicalgrandmother,andyourmotherJanewas

thegiverofpeacelovehopeandhappinessshehad



thedivinespiritandanEgyptiangoddess,and

whichleavesme..."

Mbali:theQueenmotherofrainandlife..."

Mvelocroucheddowninfrontofme

Him:oohmyGod!...Thechosenone"

.

.[narrated]

Nomacawe****

Shewalkedallhighandproudoftheshehasdone,

sheknewitwasamatteroftimebeforeherplan

comestolife,shewalkedinherroomandthe



minuteshesteppedinshefeltasharppainunder

herleftbreastbutquicklymadeherwaytoher

bedsidedraweranddrankherantidotethatmade

herimmunetothegreatpowerfulMnguniancestors

,

Thiswasneverherplanshewasneverevilbut

powertastedsogoodthatshewantedmoreand

more..Selfishandhungerdroveherhearttothis...

Sheknewthatevilisn’teasy.Shefeltabitsadthe

landwasslowlyfadingpeopledying,asfunnyasit

mightsoundhumanbrainiscodedforcompassion,

forguilt,forakindofempathicpainthatcausesthe

personinflictingharmtofeeladegreeofsuffering

thatisinmanywaysasintenseaswhatthevictim

isexperiencing.

shesawthishappenwhenNomakhweziruled,she

cannotallowitbutshecouldnotstopeither,the

ancestorsaremadthatwhysheneedtokickthem



outoftheland,shewasfargonewithherplanthat

shedidn'tseeorhearreason,Anockeddisturbed

herfromHerthought,

"Ndlovukaziyourguesthasarrived"

Shesmiledandnodded,finallythetakeoverjust

beganthegratewizardfromEastAfricahadcame

tohelpherputthefinalnailinthecoffin

.

.

Thabani***

Him:Icantakeyoubackifyoudonotwanttodo

this"helookedatherinnocentface.thegirlsmiled



andlookedathim

hewasthemosthandsomedarkskinguythatshe

haseverseenshedrooledathimanddancedtohis

tune

"imsorry..."sheslowlytookoffhercloths.

Beforehegotthepositiontobecouncilmanforthe

royalhouse,hewasthehottestguythatgirlsloved

andlookedathimfromafar,butnowhisthemost

wantedbachelor'sinvalleyheisnotlookingforlove

yetandhisnotreadyforloveashemadeapromise

toservehiskingtohisfullabilitytheonlyweapon

hehasistocharmhiswayineverythinghedoes

andbeingthemostconningpersonheis,hehas

fooledeveryonewithhisseductivesmile,his

gentlemanandwellmanedpersonalityandthat

howhewontheQueenmothertotrusthimaswell

Heknewthattogetinformationonwhathappening



insidetheroyalhousewastoseduceoneofthe

servantsheisgoodlookingguyandeveyvillage

maidenwantedtobehisgirlfriend

"IloveyouThabani"...theserventgirlsaidwitha

shortofbreathheknewthatnowshewillspeak,

aboutwhathappeningintheroyalhouse

Him:thatwasgrate..."hesaidpullingoutofher

anddisappearingtothebathroomtodisposethe

usedcondom

Him:sosweetheartwhydidyougethalfdaytoday

?"

Her:theoldladyhasavisitors..Andaskedtobe

alonewithhim "

Him:mmmmwhatvisitedmylove"



Her:theysayitanewroyaltraditionalhealer,you

knowthatwomeniswitchonedayIwascleaning

herroomandstumbleacrossblackrocksunderher

bed"

Him:rocksfor?"

Hewalkedoutofthebathroomproudlynakedwith

hiscanedanglinggivingtheyounggirl

goosebumpsandthinkingtoherselfthat"hisall

mine"

Him:tellmemoreaboutthisrocksandwhatelse

yousawinthatroom"

Hemovedhishandsbetweenherthighsandshe

sanglikecanarytellinghimallthedarkestsecrete

thathappeninginthepalace



.

.

Makhumalo***"

Shewasgettingveryimpatientnowandtimewas

runningoutSbahleissoontogivebirthandshestill

hasnotfoundwhatshelookingfor,mostpeople

aroundherefearedtheriver,andtalkinghighly

abouttheregoddess.

"Ihearyoudoingaresearchabouttheriverandits

mythology"

Shelookedbehindherandhereyeslandedona

womenwearingaNigerianwhiteattireandhead

scarf"



Makhumaloneverrevealedwhoshereallyisbut

calledherselfascientistsfromsouthAfricaand

writingapaperaboutAfricanmythology

TheladyintroducedherselfasNgozuandshesaid

thatshewilltellherabitofwhatsheknows

Makhumalo:doyouperhapsneedmoneyinreturn"

Ngozu:justafavoursthatonedayyouwillreturn"

Makhumalodidnotlikethesoundofthatbutshe

agreedtoitanyway.Theystartedwalkingmoving

deepintotheforestOnenteringthecourtyard,

Makhumalowasaskedtotakeoffhershoesasit

nobodywasallowedtowearshoesinsidethe

sacredgroveunderthedanceforest,shewasasked



toleaveherbagbehindcameraswerebarredfrom

enteringshrine

Ngozu:weenteringthesacredplacenowwhere

sacrificesandrequestsarebeingmade."

Makhumalolookedaroundandshefeltsomething

overpoweringhersheheardthehummingangelical

voice Apartfromtheunseen'powersthatbe'inthe

shrine,shegatheredthattheforestisadangerous

whenunauthorizedvisitwonderaround,

Makhumalocametofullcontactwiththeriverthis

waswhatshehasbeenlookingforthisiswhere

shetookherlike,shewasrunningcryingandshe

threwherselfintherivershesuddenlyhadavision.

"thisRiverisascribedinlocalmythologytohave

beenwomenwhoturnedintoflowingwatersafter

sometraumaticeventfrightenedorangeredher.

TheriverisnamedafterOshun,."Makhumalosaid



Ngoz:that'strue"

Makhumalo:why...whywassheangryandwhy

wassheabletobeonewithwater"

Her:doesanyoneknowhowmosessplitthered

seaintotwotoallowthechildrenfromIsraelto

passtrough?"

Mama:truesomething'sarejustGodmystery..."

shefakedasmile

Mama:whyissheworshippedsomuch?"

her:sheisagoddessSpiritofSweetWater,sheis

theembodimentofloveandromance,wealth,

beauty,abundance,andmagicalknowledge.Oshun

hasdominionoverthingsthatflow:water,honey,



love,money,mother’smilk,andsoforth."

Makhumaloeyesweretakenbythisbeautiful

womenwhosetontherockinthemiddleofthe

flowingrivershewasbreathtakinglygorgeous,

dressedinyelloworwasitgoldtopherlowerbody

hadscaleslikemermaidorsnake.Shewas

wearingfivebrassbraceletsshewassingingor

humminglookingatherreflectionontheriverand

admiringherself,sheturnedandlookedat

Makhumalo,andlikelightingthesunblinded

makhumaloastheLadydisappearedunderwater"

Makhumalo:sheisbeautiful"Makhumalofound

herselfbluntlysaying

Ngozulaughed:sheisindeed."

Mama:sheispeacefulandthereisnonegative

spiritabouther...butwhydoesshetakelife"_



Her:Oshunhasalsobeendescribedasthe

maintainerofspiritualbalanceormotherofsweet

things.Onemythhighlight'sOshunasthecentral

figureinthecreationofhumanbeings..Sinceshe

wasonceofhumanflash,sowhensheisangered

bytheverysamepeoplewhocometoherandask

forlife...Sheisoneofthefewgoddesswhonot

onlygiveslifebutalsotakesitWhenangered,she

mayfloodEarthordestroycropsbywithholdingher

waters,therebycausingmassivedroughts.Inone

mythwhensheiscursedandcallednamesbyher

devoteesshedoesnothesitatetosendsdownrain,

nearlyfloodingthewholecommunityYetonceshe

hasbeenappeased,shesavesEarthfrom

destructionbycallingbackthewaters."

Mama:shesoundslikeashorttemperedperson

andcangeteasilyangryandforgetsheholdsthe

mostpowerfulgifttomankind"



Ngozinoddedtheystoppedbytheriverandshe

lookedatit

Ngozi:Iknowwhyyouarehere,yearsagowehada

prophetthataprincesschosenfromaroyalfamily

willcarrythe'authority'oftheOshundeity,anew

goddesswillbebornsoonandshewillwalkthe

earthandshewillonlyhavedirectcommunication.

Withherdescendent..."

ShelookedatMakhumalo"that'swhyyouarehere,

youwanttoknowifitwillbesafeforhertobeone

withwater?"

Makhumalolookedather"whoareyou?"

Her:I'madevoteeasyouwillbetotheleaving

goddess"



Mama:Idon'tunderstand"

Her:shewillneedtogotothewatermakean

offeringorworshipthewaterdutifully,makingthe

obligatoryofferingscanbeprayers,andother

rituals.

Thiswillinheightenherpower,sheisthemost

powerfulwomentowalkearth,shewillbeonewith

thewater,seaandraingoddessshewillwalkthe

landandthelandwillcrackflowingdeepriversshe

istrulyblessed"

Mama:howdowedotheoffering,"

Ngozu:youareapowerfulsauceror

andyouaskingme?"



makhumalolaughed

Her:youshouldgoback,sheholdsthepowerof

theriveranditstruepowershewillknowwhenshe

isunderwater,thelandisdyingI'mguessingits

GoddessNdonishehasalwaysbeenthemostshort

temperedoneoutofallOshunchildren...The

peoplewillneedtopayhomage,makesacrifice,and

askforforgivenesstocalmherdownandtheywill

beblessedwith

varietyofthingssuchaswealth,children,and

betterhealth.Andthatcanonlybedoneoncethe

Queenmotherofrainisonherseat...Gohome

theyneedyounow"_

.

.

Nomacawe



Thewizardlookedaroundthehouseandandfroze

ashelookedatthebigframedportrayapaintingof

GogoNdoniandSomdala

Him:whoarethisthispeople?"

Gogo/Nomacawe:deadpeople...ComeIneed

youtoliftthebarrierontheroyalthroneroom,this

peoplecannottrustmeorbelieveinmeIfIdonot

seatonthatlionseat"

TheWizardswasthemostpowerfulofthemall,his

darkmagicwaslifteddeepwiththedarkseasthey

sayheisevenFriendswithLuciferhimself,hewas

unsureanymoreaboutthistaskandifhissuppose

tobeinthishouse,hisbloodstartedboiling,he

stoppedwhenhewasfewfeet'sbeforethedoorof

thethroneroom



Him:somethingiswrong..Who'shouseisthis

???...."

Nomacawe:minethisismypalace!"shewas

gettingannoyednowsheneededthistobedone

today

Him:youlying!!!Youimbecile!!Doyourealized

whatyouhavedone?thishouseisheavilyguarded

bythemostpowerfulspiritIhaveeverSeenwhat

sickgameareyouplaying"

Nomacawelookedaroundshehasnotseen

anythingthatmightindicatesthattheMnguni

ancestorsareprotectingthehouse,shitherpowers

aregoneshecan'tseepastthepresentandfuture

ofanythingnowjustherevilheartwantingpower.

"NomacaweuletheuthakathiKWAMI!"theroom

shookasQueenBawinilevoiceechoed,



Thewizardtooksomedustandstartedblowingit

andspeakinginforeignlanguage,thehouse

becamefoggywithdarksmoke,soundofhyenas

andowlsmadeNomacawealmostpeeherself

Her:whathappeningwhatareyoudoing??"

Him:I'mcallingmybackupIcannotfightthem...

therearetoopowerful"

Nomacawe:no!!YousupposetomakemeQueen

yousupposetogivemetheseat...theThrone...Kill

themkillthemallandkickthemoutofmypalace!!!

"

thewizardwaslookingaroundandfearwrittenon

hiseyes



Him:thethroneislastthingyouneedtoworry

aboutnow...Wearefacetofacewithdeath..."the

hyenastartedcryinglikedogsinjured,therewas

lightinginsidethehouse,firebooms,itwas

warzone

"thispeopleareshowingnomercyonus,wecan't

fightthemtherearetoopowerful"

Nomacawealmostfaintedwhenshelookatthe

deformedthingthatlookedhalfdoghalfhuman

withwrinkledskin,yellowteeththatweresticking

out,longnailsandvoiceofanoldwomenthatis

underlifesupport...Thecreaturescreamedashis

bodywasslideintotwowithwhatlooklikebladeor

sword

"heismine".

NomacawelookedupandsawNdonitossingup

anddownwhatlooklikecristalball,Janeholdinga



lightingsword,Bawinilewithamazonspearand

shield

Bawinini:Itoldyou,youplayingwithfirebutyou

neverlisten..."thereweredressedlikewarriorsthis

waswarandNomacawerealizedthatshehasmeet

herdoom

.

.

Tobecontinued
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croptop

[Narrated]



BawinilestoodtherelookingatNomacawe,she

hasalwayshatedhershedestroyamarriageof35

yearsbrokefamilyapartandbloodturnedagainst

eachother,theroyalhousewasfinishedtheland

driedoutpeopledied,justbecause,Nkosiyabantu

decidedtobringanotherwomenintheroyalhouse

withouthiswifeconsent.

Yeshermarriagewasnotclosetobeingperfect

Hansherhusbandhadamistressbecause

somethingintheremarriagedeterioratedtothe

pointthathefelthehadtostepoutonhiswifelife,

yesshewasexcusinghisbehaviornorsayingit’s

rightbutinherexperienceit’sitbecameanongoing

issuethathasneverbeenaddressednorfixed,

Shethoughttoherselfthataswomenweblamethe

otherwomenbutsheknewverywellherhusband

wantedsomethingdifferentsomefreshmeat,a

quietgirlwhowillnotquestionhiseverymove.



Shecanstillfeelhowherheartwasthuddingand

howshefeltdizzywithwaveofnausea

WhenNkosiyabantuwalkedinsidetheroyalhouse

withagirlyoungtobehisdaughterageandtoldher

"Ineedchildrenyourwombisnotworkingshewill

carrymyseedfromnowon"howmanychildren

couldamanwantshealreadygavehim5children

andevenlostherwombwhenshewascarrying

their6childthatnevermadeit.whyareman

ungrateful?

she "themistress"sleptunderthesameroofhe

spendmorenightwithher,funnythattheynever

hadanysexualintercourse

maybeherGodslistenandsawwhatthefuturewill

bringwiththiswomenintheroyalhouse,itwould

havebeenawholedifferentsituationifshebare



himchildren.

Shestoodupdisgustedatlookingatthepieceof

trashinfrontofher

Bawinile:myfamilytrustedyouandyouback

stabbedthem,youwantedtotakemygrandson

birthright!!!"shewasabouttojumptoherbutJane

pushedherback

Jane:sheisnotworthittrustme'

Bawinile:shewaswillingtokillyourson"_

Jane:Iknowbutherfateisnotinourhands...Just

calmdownmaplease"

Shewasangrymadateverything,mostlymadthat



herhusbandlovedhermorethanshe

Bawinile:youcameintoourlifewithintentionto

takethisfamilydownihavealwaysseenright

troughyou,youareatoxinthathadleftandspread

dustofpoisononmyfamily,youturnedmy

husbandagainstmeandthatdrovemychildcrazy

everythingfellapart,Nomakhweziturnedouttobe

evilbecauseofyou!!!Youhavetrieddestroying

thishouseoncebeforeandyouthoughtyou

succeededbutfailedandnowyouattemptingitto

doitagainyouwon'tleavetotellthetailmanje

ngizokunyisa!!"

Ndoni:awumengomusindoI'mtryingtofocushere

"therewerebusyhittingeachotherwithenergyball

andcursingoutspells,

Nomacawe:IdidnotdoanythingbackthenIswear

"



Bawinile:youcompelledNkosiyabantutobeunder

yourlovespellandheevenfailedtonoticethathis

ownchildisturningdark"

Nomacawe:Ndlonkulungiyafungaangizange...

Pleasebelieveme.ngcelauxolo!"

ShethoughtbackwhenshenoticedthatKhwezi

wasnolongerthatfreespiritchildshehasbecame

darkandactedstrange,amotheralwaysknowand

itdidnothelpthatthesituationinthehousewas

chaoticwithanotherwomentakingallthekings

time,sheconstantlylistenedtothatinnervoice.

It’stheonethattoldherthatKhwezineedshelp,

"babaIthinkweshouldnotcontinuewiththis

arrangedmarriageyaKhwezi,sheisreallybroken

andsinkingtodarkplace"



Him:IwasarrangedtomarryyoutooandI

toleratedyouallthisyears...I'msureshewilldo

thesameto"Nkosiyabantusaiddismissingher,so

itwasnotlovenowitwashimtoleratinghersoshe

nevermatted

Whenaparentstartmistreatinganotherparentthe

riskisthattheinnervoiceofthechildwillpickitup

andmakethewordstheirown.Childrenareborn

awesome.theparentsjobasanadultsintheirlives

istomakesuretheyknowthisandtominimisethe

effectofanyonewhomightinfluencethemtofeel

otherwise.Buthowcanthatpossiblehappenwhen

thefatherwaslustingoverayoungmaidenunder

goingmidlifecrisis,shefeltapartofherself

detachingandwhendeathcameshehadnocarein

theworldshewashumiliatedenoughasaQueen.

Shewipedherlonetearandsteppedback,thefight

wastakingforevertoendbetweenNdoniandthe

wizardwhojusttransformedintoademon,he



lookedlikeanoxbutlookedlikeamanredwithfire

comingoutofhisnosemouth

Jane:IthinkNdoniisjusttakinghertimesheis

justenjoyingthis"

Bawinile:IwoulddotooifNkosiyabantuwalkedin

thatdoorandapologize'

Jane:waityoutellingmeSomdalatheangryman

apologize"

Bawinile:notinmanywordsbuthayitcameclose

tobeinganapology'

Ndoni:I'mstillthegrateQueenmotherthenbothof

yousostopgossipingaboutme!!"



Janestrikethedemonwithlightinganditcried

Ndoni:JaneItoldyouhismine.."

Jane:sorryma"_

Nomacawecouldnotbelievethepowersthis

QueenspossesNdoniwasintheairfightingwitha

demon,therewasaportalthatwasontheroofit

waslikethereinspacebutinsidethehouse,she

startedfeelingchestpain,itsbeenawhilesince

shetookhermedicationanditwasnothelpingthat

theverysameancestorsthatwereangrywithher

arestandingbeforeher

Janelookedather"don'tfightitletthepaintake

over.."shegaveheramockingsmile

Bawinilemindwasbouncingbackandforthshe



debatedifwhatsheisthinkingcouldberightor

wrongbutatthemomentapproachedshefinally

decidedthatshewantedanswersclosuretomove

onshewasreadytofinallyconfronthim,theman

whoboughtthedemonintheroyalhousedestroyed

itonceandcontinuedtoallowwitchinsideher

grandchildrenlifeandattemptedtodoitthe

secondtimearound.

Ndoniwasenjoyingtorturingandshewas

deliberateinflictionpainonthepoordemon

Shestrikesabigenergyballatitanditscreamed

andfelldown

Ndoni:hecan'tevenputupafightwhatawaist"

Jane:itwastooeasyIneedtocommunicatewith

heaven,thisdemonisahighrankinginthe

underworldhisdeathwastooeasy..."



Bawinilestoodbythewindowandlookedoutside

hehadonlyfewminuteonearthandshelongto

seetheonlymansheeverloveandasifheread

hermindhesawhisfireblazingeyesemerging

fromtheShadow'sandherheartskipabeat

Jane:I'mtakingthebodywithmeIneedanswers

lady'swillseeyouwhentheQueentakesherseat"

Nomacawepoppedhereyes

Ndonilookedather"andyouareournumber1

VIP"_Janeshookherheadandlaughedalight

openedinthemiddleoftheroomandshedragged

thedemonbodywithherhandandwalktroughit

anditdisappeared.

ThiswasalltoomuchforNomacaweshewas

cryingandsayingendlesssorry's



Ndoni:oohpoorCawesowhatdowedotoyou

now?"

Nomacawe:shwele...PleaseIwasbewitched...It

wasnotme"

[outsidethegarden]

"youbroughtawitchinmyhouse"

Bawinilesaidandshefoldedherarms

Nkosiyabantu:Ithoughyouwillberestinginpeace

'

Her:howcouldIwhenyoudecidedtotrustthat

womenwithourfamilysecrets"



Him:Icouldn'tconvinceMveloabouthisbirthright

whenI'mstuckinlionbodyandbythewaypass

my

thankstoyourdaughterfordoingthistome"_

Her:I'mnotheretotalkaboutKhwezi"

Him:Njani?coursewewouldnotbewhereweare

ifitwasn'tforher'

Her:sheisyourdaughtertooandItoldyouabout

herconditionsthatitwasgettingworse"_

Him'andwhatdidyoudoaboutit...Besidestelling

me....Oohletseeyouwererunningaroundblaming

Nomacaweforyoufailedmarriegsodon'tputthe

blameonme"



Bawinilelookeddown,Nkosiyabantuisnotthat

muchofatalkerbutwhenhetalksitslikehis

turningaknifeonherheart

Her:soyouhappywithwhat'shappeninginthis

house"

Him:peoplearenotwritteninthereforeheadsthat

onedaytheywillwakeuppowerhungryandevil

justlikeIneverthoughtIwillwakeuponedayand

bekilledbymyownflashandblood"

Her:thatotherwoman.Themistress.Thebiton

theside.Thathomewrecker,shewasnotMnguni

andyoutrustedherwithourroyalhousesecretand

sheistheonethatwasabouttokilltheonlyleaving

MnguniandyoubusyblamingNomakhweziforyou

beingstuckalionbody,Nomacawemadeyoulike

thistheverysamewitchthatmeandyourmother



stoppedwhenhetriedtoconductevilactinthis

royalhouse"

Him:oohgoodforyouthenwhatdoyouneedapat

intheback"

Nkosiyabantuknewthatpowertheglitzandbeing

royaltywillchangeNomacawe,shehadstudiedher

foryearsandheknewthatshewasaMusterof

manipulationshehadaskillOnhowtogetpeople

todowhatshewantthemtodo.It’swasallabout

herherealisethatnow.sheusedhimto

accomplishwhateverhergoalwas,butdeepdown

heknewthat,thejokeisonhersheismessingwith

awrongfamily,

Her:wow!!"_

Him:lookIneededhertohelpmefindMvelo...I

needhertotrustmedowhatIwantedhertodo"



Her:don'tgivemethatbullshit...Youloveherand

sheturnedouttobejustliketheverysameperson

youdespisedYOUOWNDAUGHTER!"

Hestartedwalkingaround,thistopichehatedalot

yeshistheonetoblameforallthisthathappened

inthishouse,heblamesitonhisupbringinghe

wasraisedbyGermanhandandgrewuptovalue

hissonmoreanddisregardedKhweziasagirlchild

hewasnarcissistsasheconstantlydisregard

Khwezipersonalboundaries,henever

acknowledgeherneedashisbabygirl,whichlater

coupledwithhisfailuretorealizethatshedoesnot

existmerelytomeethisneedsheoftentreathis

children,especiallyboythatwereclosetohim,asif

theyaretheretofulfillhisneedsandexpectations

theywillbenoneedforkwezi.

Her:Mychildrendiedbecauseofyou..Iwaskilled

bymyownchildbecauseofyou..Wherewereyou?



Spendingendlessnightwithher...Itoldyouabout

KhweziItoldyoushewasnotstablebutbecauseof

Nomacawenothingaboutyourfamilymattered!!"

Him:Winni!!!'

Her:andyoubringherbacktomyhousepromised

heraseat,athronethatbelongtomygrandson...,

shealmostkilledhim...Shewasplanningon

destroyingtheverysamenameIworksohardforto

build...'

Winilewasangryhetrustedherhusbandbutstill

againheshowedherthathedoesnotmatter,

Her:youknew!!!...Yousawitinhereyeswhenshe

startedfeedingintopower..Youdidnothing...

NOTHINGKNOSIYABANTUNOTHING!!!DOYOU

LOVEHERTHATMUCHTOPUTHERFIRST

BEFOREYOUROWNFAMILY...YOUROWNPEOPLE



"

Sheraisedherhandandsendthelionflying,

lbrakingfewtreesbeforehegroanedinpain,she

hasalwaysbeenviolent,andheknewnottosaya

wordwhensheislikethis,

Her:Idon'tneedyoursorryyourpettyexcusesI

needforyoutosetmydaughtersspiritfreeshehas

suffersenough"

Him:Noo!"Hewasnotgoingtoallowhertoforce

himtoforgiveNomakhwezihisheartcouldnotlet

goofthepainsheinflictedinthisfamily

Bawinilelaughed

Her:youforgetthat,thatwitchinsidethehouseis

inNdonihandandyouforgetthatMvelodoesnot



knowthetruthaboutherbecauseyouhusband

dearestyouputheronahighpedestalsoitseither

yousetmydaughterFreeorIwillbrakeeverylimb

ofthathoe"

ShewasgoingtodoiteitherheagreesornotShe

wastheotherwomaninherhusbandlife,he

conductedanaffairwithher,feedherwith

informationthatalmostkilledthiskingdomyet

again,theverysanewomanhewaswillingto

sacrificeyearsofmarriagelifeandthehappyhome

theyhadbuiltfortherekidsAndshewashere,

sittedonontheotherroombaggingforherlife.All

shehadtodowaskeephernerveandallowthe

gamestounfold.

.

.



Tobecontinued***

Passedoutafterwork(17h00)andwokeupat

21:00croptopIknowbutI'mdrainedFAM

Chapter106

unedited

.

Mvelo***

"allIcouldseeisdarkcloudaroundthepalace,

andtruthbetoldIdon'ttrustyourgrandmother,

thereissomethingthatsheisuptoothatmay

courseourdownfall,"_

Me:Iknow...canyoumakeyourwaythere"



Him:I'mnotsureiftheguardswillallowmeto

comeinbutIcantry"

Iwasintheofficeworkinglateandireceivedacall

fromThabanisayingthatthereislightninganddark

cloudssurroundingtheroyalhousehewasbusy

tellingmethatthecommunityisinpanicasthey

believethattheQueenmotherisusingdarkmagic,

oldpeoplesaythatbeforeNomakhezitookoverthe

verysamethinghappenedandtheybelievethat

Kokoisusingthatsamedarkmagictoo

rumourshavespreadlikewildfirethatmy

grandmotherinvitedawitchinsidetheroyalhouse,

himtellingmeaboutmygrandmother'sevilplanI

wasnosurpriseIhadalreadysenseitandfeltthat

thereissomethinggoingwrong,Somdalatoldme

nottopanic"thenettleoftheQueens"hadstarted.

Idriftbacktothephonecallandaskhim

Me:haveyouthoughtaboutwhatIaskedofyou?



"

Him:ya...I'mjustnotsureifeveryonewilllisten"

Me:youknowthatMakhumaloisnotthereason

thatthelandisdyingandIneedyoutoconvince

thekingsmanandcommunity,Ichoseyoutobe

myvoiceforareason"_

Him:I'lldoit"

IbreathoutloudinreliefIknowI'mtakingagamble

withThabani,buthehasproventobetrustedand

showedmeloyalty.

Ineedhimmorethenhethink,Ineedapersonwho

isrootedinthecommunitytotrustandtomakeHim

myrighthandman,mostleadersfailtounderstand

that,Therearejustafewelementalforcesthathold



ourworldtogether,Theonethat’stheglueof

societyiscalledtrustItspresentscements

relationshipstoallowingpeopletoliveandwork

together,feelsafeandbelongtoagroup.Trustina

leaderallowsorganizationsandcommunitiesto

flourish,whiletheabsenceoftrustcancause

fragmentation,conflictandevenwar.That’swhyi

needtotrustmypeopleinorderforthemtotrust

measthereleaders,Ican'tleadwithfearoftrusting

myfellowman,maybeSbahlewasrightwenot

livinginastoneageandthecouncilmanneedtobe

youngandfocusednotthisoldmanwhoare

backwardsaboutchange.

Me:ThabaniI'mtrustingyou,youmyonlyhopeto

takedownthiswomen"

Him:ifImayaskNkosiyamiwenaubuyanini"

Me:mywife'slifeisindangerandimwaitingfor

myancestorstogivemeasignabouttherighttime



tocomeback..."

Him:Iunderstand...letmesendmassagestothe

otherkingsmanforameetingIwon'tdisappoint

you..."

IsmiledjustwhatIwantedtohearOnthepositive

side,imgladthathiseagertobepartofthe

revolutiontorestructuretheroyalhouseandhehas

sharedpurposeandawillingnesstobepartofthe

journeyhiswillinglycontributingwhatisneeded,

notjustbyofferinghispresence,butalsoby

sharinghisdedication,talent,energyandhonestI'm

trulyhornedtohavehimbymyside

AftertalkingforfewminuteslongerIdroppedcall

andstartedworkingI'mtryingmylevelbestin

forgettingwhatSbahlesaidthismorning,shemade

alotofsensebutI'mscared...Idon'tknow

nothingaboutherpowersaboutherbeinga

goddess,I'mwillingtohaveanopenmindabout



everythingbuthowcanIwhenfearclouds

reasoning.

Itakemyphoneandsendatexttomama

"Hopeyouarewellandyoumakingprogress,

pleasegetbacktomesoonI'mlosingmymindnot

knowingwhattodo..Iloveyou...Takecare"

Ibreathoutloudandplacehandonmyhead,Iwas

disturbedbyanockonmydoor,Ilookedupitwas

Markoneofthepartners

"ooywegrabbingfewbeers...wanttojoinus"_

hiseccebtstillsoundslikehissinging,Scottish

peoplearelikeXhosa'stheyspeakEnglishbutthey

speakitwiththeremothertongue

Me:I'mswampwithwork...'



Oneoftheseniorpartnerspushedawayand

walkedin

Him:youcoming...Whateveryoudoingcanwait"

Isidesmileweonlyhavethislatenightdrinkswith

thepartnersonceinthewhile,iknowifIsaynohe

willkeepannoyingmebesidesIneedtorun

somethingbythemabouttheJo'burgbranchwhich

needsafacelift,Itakemycoatmycarkeysand

phoneandwalkout

"babeI'mworkinglatefontwaitup...Iloveyou"I

textedSbahle

Webookedthewholepubandcourtroomstories

werebeingshared,laugherandmockingofthe

goodbadcaseswehadwerebeingshared,time

wasrunningbutI'mgladtogettoknoweveryone,



MyphonevibratedIanswered

Me:Ndlonkulu

"whereareyou?"

Me:workinglatebabe...I'mjustwrappingthings

up"

Her:youinbatandyoutellingyouworkinglate!"

Me:anysocialmeetingIhavewithmycoworkersis

calledworkingbabe...Stopstressingmybaby..

WilltalkwhenIgethome"_

Her:nxa!"



Ismiledandchuckled.

.

.

Sbahle***

Ilookedattheclockitwasafter20:00Mvelowas

nothomeIhateitwhenheworkslateandIthinkhis

overdoingitnowbecauseheknowthatMbaliis

around

Mbali:don'tkillhimwhenhegetsback"

Me:youthinkitswhatwetalkedaboutthismorning

thatgothimworkingthislate?"



Sheshookherhead

Her:Idon'tthinkso,hisjustcatchinguponwork..

Igottocalljabu...Stopstressingmylittleman"

Inodded

shewenttooneoftheguestroomsandIseti

continuedwatchingTVwhichwaswatchingme,

thekicksweregettingabittoomuchthisdaysandI

wastoolazytomakeFoodHlelowilljusthaveto

dealwithit,Idecidetolaydown,Imusthave

fallenasleepbecauseIwaswokenupbyhim

kissingmeItastedalcoholandmintonhismouth

Him:I'msorryI'mlate...Hadabusinessmeeting

withthepartners"

Me:mmmm'



Him:I'mreallysorry"

Iliftedmybodyupandstartedwalkingtoourroom

andhewasonmytailapologizingIhateitwhenhe

startedbeingamosquitoinmyear"

"oohmygodyoudidthis?"

AurgevenforgotaboutthisromanticpicnicindoorI

hadsetforusIrolledmyeyesandmademytothe

bathroomtopee,OKwhyamInotmadI'm

supposetobemadIhadpreppedaminidatedinner

forusinourroom,justagesturetothankhimfor

makingmydreamscomestoreality,

SometopBritishgalleryowner,(gallerist)

,sheiswellknownandatthetopofthe



internationalstructure.shehasinvitedmetobe

partofhergalleryeventandalsorepresents

,exhibitandshowcasemywork,thisismymajor

breakandIjustwanttomakemyfatherproudand

myhusband.

SotonightIwashopingtopamperhimgivehim

footandbodymassageindulgehimwithevery

attention,comfort,andkindness;spoilhimwithlots

andlotsofsex

Ifoundhimsittingonthebedwithhishandsonhis

chinlookingattheburnedoutcandles,rosepetals

andfood,snacks,yepItriedtoberomantic

Me:cleanthisupwhenyoudonelookingatit'

Hehuggedme'I'msosorrybabeIdidn'tknow"



Me:thatwasthewholeideaMnguni,Iwasplaning

onsurprisingyou!!"

Him:Ifeelverybadnow...Fuck!...Iknowitslate

butcanwehaveourromanticmidnightdinner"

Me:I'm tirednowMvelo"

"comeonbabe"

Me:I'mmadandtiredjustletitgo..."

IsnappedandIwalkedinsidethebathroomto

brushmyteeth,hewalkedinlookedatmeand

madehiswaytotheshowerIlookedathimtrough

thesteamymirrorwhilehewastakingabathooh

howIwishIcanhavehim,



Love-makingisoneofthetouchiestsubjectswith

mebeingpregnantinourrelationshipnowmy

Unbornbabieshasatendencytodisruptwhatwas

onceasteamy,fantasticalsexlifeandturnitintoan

awkward,tiringandsometimesbelaboring

experienceformeI'mgraduallygivinghimclaims

of“I’mtootired,”“Ijustfeelunattractiverightnow”

or“Let’sholdoffuntilthischildcomesout.”Iknow

itsfrustratinghimtothecorebutI'mjusturgIjust

don'tfeelcomfortable.

Idropmygowndownandlookatmyselfinthefull

lengthmirrorandIfeltlikecryingIlooklikeawhale,

thiswasabadideabuyingthissexynightdressit

notevencloseonlookingsexy,Ifelthishands

snakingmybigtummy

Him:youlooksexybabe"hekissedmyneckand

lookedatme,hestoppedandturnedmearound,

Him:whyyoualwaysdothistoyourself"



Me:youwon'tunderstand"

Him:makemeunderstand,becauseitkillsmeto

seeyoulikethis"hewipedmytears

Helookedatmeandwehadthatmomentwhereifit

wasothertimeIwouldbescreaminghisnameby

now,IknewwhathewantedbutIwasjustnot

feelinghimrightnow,hisbodyistonedmuscle

juicyandsexyandhewebelookingatmystratch

bodymarksandbigbreast,Isuddenlyfelloff

Me:I'mtired...Ineedtosleep'

Him:butSbahle...Imissyou"Ilookeddownand

pulledoutofhishold,hebreathoutloudanddid

notsayanything,Ijumpedunderthebedcovers

andtriedmyhardestbesttoholdbackthetears,



Ihadtheshowerrunningagain,didn'thejusttakea

bathfewsecondsback?,minutelaterhejoined

meinourbed,hespoonedmeandkissmyneck,

theminutehishandtouchedmybellyhisbaby

startedtodance,hejumpedoffthebedflippedme

overMveloenjoyswatchingmybellymovethan

touchit,hestartedcallinghisclannamesand

praisinghissontillhefinallystopped,Iloveswing

himdothis,hehasbeentherewithmefromday

oneholdingmyheadwhenIvomit,dealingwithmy

crazycraving,mymoodswingbutI'mjusthurting

him ,

Hekissedmytummyandcametomyfaceand

kissedme,youknowthosebabykissthatjust

leaveyoupuzzled

"night"herolledoverandswitchedofftheside

lampIturnedandlookedathim



Him:whyyoulookingatmelikethat?"

Me:Isorry..."

Him:nosweetheartdon'tbe,"

Me:Imissyou"

Him:I'm sorryIcamelatetodayandImissedyou

to"

Ilookeddown"Ireallymissyou...."

Heraisedhiseyebrowandlookedatme,Icouldnot

keepeyecontactsoIlookedaway,

Him:youhaveafunnywayofshowingit"



Hemovedmyfacetolookathim

Me:makelovetome'Isaidsoftly

Him:aishIdon'tknowbabeI'mtirednow"...he

kissedmynose

Me:whatdoyoumeanyoutired"

Him:Imeanjustthat..."

Me:Mvelowehaven'tmadelovesforawhilenow"

HelaughednotbecausewhatIwassayingwas

funnybutbecausehewaspissed



Him:andwho'sbloodyfaultisthat??"

Me:don'ttalktomelikethat...TonightIprepareda

datenightforusbutyouforeverworkinglate"

Him:I'mnotdoingthiswithyounow!'

Me:Mvelo"

Him:hayyiSbahleawume!!!"

inoddedwithdisappointmentandlookeddown

wowthathurtheturnedhisbackonmeandpulled

thecoversup

.

.



Mvelo****

Somywifedecidedtoputonalingerieanddamn

shelookedsexyIwashardashellwhenIsawher,

justwhenIfinallythoughImightgetsomeshetells

mesheistired,Iunderstandthatsheisupsetthat

herdinnerplanswereruinedbecauseIcamehome

latebuthelloIwaswillingtomakeituptoherbut

yetagainshewasnothavingit.

Ihadtobloodydoahandjobonmyselfjusttoget

mydickdownyouknowhowfuckupthatlooklike

whenIhavesexypregnantwideontheotherroom

toride

Andshedecidestotellmenowthatsheishorny

likereallysecondsafterIwasjackingoff,sonow

sexmustbedoneinhertermsfuckitsheisso

annoying



Shekeptonsniffingandsoftlycrying,andnowshe

isupsettingmyunbornbaby,shejumpedoffthe

bed,IheardtheslidingdooropeningOKshenow

goingtofreezetodeathinthissnowoutside

"Shit!"

Me:Sbahle"Isaidstandingbeingherdahmthis

numbershehasgotonjustmademybloodheatup

again,Istoodbehindherandlifteditupshe

wantedtopushme,

Me:putyouhandonthebalconyrailingbarsand

don'tstopme!"Isaidinherearsheheldherbreath

Shestartedmoaning

"mmmm"Ihaveonehilariousmomentstomyself



thinkingabouthowfarishervaginarightnowit

tookmeawhiletofinditherbump’sgottenbigger,

nowIhadtonavigatealittlemorecarefullydahmIt

getsintheway,startedlaughing

Her:soyoujustgoingtofingermeandlaughatme

justletmego...,"shestartedpushingme

Him:Ijustmadeyoucomeyoujustgottogiveme

that..."

"StopitMveloletmego..Oohgod"

Me:shuuuuiyouwillwakeuptheneighborhood"

Shewasinanotherplanetshedidnotknowwhatto

dowithherself,



Me:handsontherails"Ibiteherear,shereach

herdestinationandherlegsbecamejellyIcougoht

herbeforeshefell

Me:comeletmeworkwiththisbeachball',I

laughedandshehitmeandjoinedin

IpulledhertothecouchIsetdownandlookedat

her..."thislookssexyonyou..."Isaidrubbingher

thighs

Me:youneedtoclimbonitbabe"

Sheopenedhermouthandcloseditwhenshesaw

thatI'mnotplayingIpulledherbythehandand

madehersitonme

ShehasneverbeenontopIdon'tknowwhyshe

hatesitbuttodayshehornyandshewilldo



anythingtogetmydickinsideofher,

Iheldherwaistsheslowlyslidedown

Het:nooo...stopstop...Stop,Ithinkyoupoking

thebaby"

Ilookedatherwithmyeyeshalfwayopenmyhand

onherwaist,shehalfwayandshetellsmethis

crap

Me:comeonbabyIwon'thurtyouormybabyyou

almosttherejustsitonitplease"

ShebiteherlipandslowlyslidedownoohGod,I

justsawmyancestorswavingatmeandcalling

whileIjustwavedbackandthankthemforthis

womenontopofme ,forpersonwhohatedthis

shehadmovesfordays,sheplayingahulahoop



onthenigger,itwasmyturntowakeupthe

neighborhood

"Babe...Love...AreyouOK?".Shestoppedand

pulledmyfacetolookather,fuckI'mcryingpussy

sogoodgotmecryinglikebaby

Me:Iloveyou...Andthisfeelssogood...'

Shesmiledandkissedme,Eversinceshehitthe

secondtrimester,herorgasmshavebeenoffthe

charts.Thatmakesitsomuchfunforbothofus.I

canonlyhopetheeffectislastingandshewon'tget

totired.

AishIwishedtosoonsheistiredandnowineedto

figureoutwhatpositiontotake,Pregnantsexisso

trickyintermsofthepositioningandstuff,



Me:areyougoodshouldwecontinue"

ShesmiledandnoddedwowtonighttheFrick

cameouttoplayaftercarryinghertothebedIwas

fuckeduptiredshedamnheavy,shewasgivingme

aseductivesmileandthatalonejustforcesmeto

bemorecreativeandIappreciateherbody,Igo

moreslowlycauseI’mnotsurewhat’sgoingtofeel

goodforher.Certainthingsweusedtodoregularly

don’tfeelgreatforheranymore,soItrytoremain

consciousofthat.It’snotaproblem,though.If

anything,itmakesusbothmoremindfulandthe

sexismoreintimateasaresult

Wetalkinginbetweenandshelovesitbutits

fuckingdrainingashellonmysidebecausethis

slowstokesarenotgettingmysolder'srunningany

timesoon.

I'mlookingatherholdingherbellykissingher,

tellingherhowmuchIloveherwhileIfillherup"



youbeautiful...Yousexy...Andyouhot!"she

smilesandwrapherlegsaroundmebingofull

access

Icantellshedoesn’tfeellikeherselfduringsex

becauseherbodyischangingeveryday,butIseeit

asmyjobtomakeherfeelcomfortablewhilewe’re

makingloveandIthinkI’mdoingaprettygoodjob

ofit.

“OhhmywordyourBOOBIESS!!!”Iwanttotouchso

badbutsheisjustnothavingit

“It’sdefinitelynotthesame,withoutmetouching

themmayIplease..."

Her:shutupandmovefaster...Yeslikethat"

WasIjustgivenaninstructiononhowtodoher...



YoogoodgirlgonebadwhathaveIcreated

JustwhenIwasdebatingandtryingtofigureout

whatworks,andwhatdoesn’tshestarttellingme

thatherspotshescreamingandpullingmyhair,

hernailsdeepinmyskin,shetakingcontrolshe

justreenterthatexcitinginitialexplorationphase.

Definitelycan’tcomplain.

Her:aaaas....Mvelo!!!!

Me:yes....Babyyes..."

Her:.STOP...AAHHHHH!.."shescreamsagain

andholdhertummy,Ijumpoffher

Me:whatwrong???"



Her:thebaby...OoohmyGod...aaaah"

Sheholdhertummybandingdownandbitingher

lips,Ipanicsheisholdingherbellyandscreaming,

..

"Nooitstoosoon"IfinallymumbleI'mlookingat

herdon'tknowwhatdodo

Her:Drnow...ahhh,somethingiswrong...Mybaby

Mvelo..mybaby...aaaaaah!

ShitIrushedtothebathroomIdampatowelwipe

hertookherrobeandputitoverhershewasinpain

,Ijumpedintomytrackpantsandscoopedherup

shewassweatingandshewasheatingupIwas

loosingmymind,Ifeltherbodybecomingheavy

Me:staywithme...Comeonbabytalktotome"



Her:ithurts..Itshutssobad,helpmeMvelo"

IthoughtofcallingMbalibutthoughtofZeeI

jumpedintothedriverseatafterplacingheronthe

backseat

Her:ooohmyGodithurtssobad....Ahhh....

Me:hangintherebaby..Bestrongforme..For

Hlelo....EyedonmeSbahlecomeon!"Ilookedat

herinthemirrorhereyedturnsback

Me:SBAHLE!!!!!

.

Makhumalo



I'monaplanefinallygoinghome,Isenda

massagetoMvelo

"Dropeverythingyoudoingandgetonanextplain

homenow"

.

.

Tobecontinued****

chapter107

.

Sbahle***

IwasrunningoutofairIwasprayingnonstopmy

babywasfinefewhoursago,IhadaDr



appointmentfewweeksagoshetookscansandhe

wasOK,whatwrongnow,Icurleduponthebed

andcriedinpainIkeptonprayingandholdingmy

baby

"LordJesus,deepyourhandsintomywomband

putmyunbornbabyinagoodcondition.Letyour

powerkeepmyunbornbabysafeandpreventhis

destinyfrombeingexposedtothedevil.

Miscarriageisnotmyportionandthecurseofbirth

byoperationwillnotbemylot.Nomatterwhatthe

devilisplanningagainstmyconception,mybaby

willnotdisappearfrommywomb,inJesusname.

TheBiblesays,fruitfulness,multiplicationand

replenishmentbelongstome,soIclaimthemin

Jesusname.HollyGhostfiresurroundmy

pregnancywithyourpotentbloodandmychildwith

yourgarmentofprotection.Thebattlesbetweenthe

gloryofmyunbornbabyandthedevilfromthefirst

monthofmyconceptionuntilnowshallreturntous

invictory.



Father,therearewickednesseverywhere,especially

fromtheenemiesofmymarriage.Buttoday,I

subduetheirpowersandsettheirdevicesintothe

lakeoffire.Noevilmanorwomancanarrest

shadow,Ideclarethatthehead,hands,andlegsof

myunbornbabyshallnotbearrestedand

exchangedinthespiritrealm.Onmyduedate,my

babyshallcomeoutwithcries.Idisagreewiththe

enemy’sverdictthatmypregnancywillendin

sorrow.Mary,themotherofJesusdidnotgave

birthtoJesusbyoperationorbymiscarriage,the

BiblesayssheputtobedinBethlehem.Thismeans

thatthispregnancywillsupportthearrivalofmy

unbornbaby,inJesusname.OLord,fightforme

anddisgraceallthosethatdon’twantmetobear

childreninmyhusband’shouse.TheBiblesays,

youshallperfectallthatconcernsme.MyFather,

helpmenottodeliverawaywardordeformedbaby

Me:aaahhhhhh"



Iscreamedmystomachwasinknot,Isuddenlyfelt

mybabykickonmylungsmakingmeshortof

breath,IhadtwoDrandnursessurroundingme,

Mvelo:whatwrongwithher!!!"

IwasfeelinghotandIcoldatthesametime the

painmademepullthebedsheetsalmostripping

themapart

Me:savemybabyplease..."IsaidtoMvelowho

wasshoutingandscreamingandfuckingoffevery

one,Ibitemylipsuppressingthepainasicried

Mvelo:hangintherebabyI'mhere...Bestrong

forme"

Ijustletthetearsrushdown,hewasholdinghis

headandwalkingupanddown



Dr1:nursepleasetakeMrMngunioutside"

Shejustlookingathim droolingdidItellyouthat

hehasnoT-shirtonandwalkingonhisbarefeet,

"nursenow"Drspokeupclearedpissed

Mvelo:Mywifeisfuckininpainandyougoingto

standtherelookingatmelikeI'msomeicecream

meltingonyourhandsreadytobelickedwhatthe

fuckiswrongwiththisbitch"

Nurse:sorrySirbutyouneedtostepout"_

Mvelo:fuckthatI'mnotgoinganywhere"

Nurse:pleasesir"



Mvelo:doyouknowwhoIam"

Me:babe..."

Hiswalkingaroundlookinglikealionthatheisand

Idon'tknow...whenorhowhishandswereonthe

Drcoatandhisbreathinginhisface

Me:Mnguniplease"

Mguni:whatwrongwithher"_

Nurse:oooh..."theymovetoonecorneronenurse

managetorunout

Him:whatthefuckiswrongwithher!!!"my

OB/GYNstartedlaughing"howabouteveryone



comedownjustcleartheroomandleavemewith

mypatientplease"shesaidwalkingin

Her:I'msorryim late..MrsMnguni...Howareyou

feeling"

Me:itstoosoonforlabour...I'm7monthsbutthis

babywantstocomeout"

Dr:tellmewhatareyoufeelingandwhereithuts

themost".Shelookedatthechartandlookedatit

Me:mywholetummyisonfireI'mnotsureifits

contractionsorwhatifeel,itcomesshort

hardeningortighteningaroundmyuterus,and

causingatighteningfeelingacrossmybellyitfeels

likelowpressureonmypelvicithinkI'min

extremelypainfulmenstrualcramps...whichI'm

notbecauseI'mpregnant...what'shappeningto

me?"



Sheplacedherhandsonmybellyandmovedthem

around

Dr:Ithinkyoujustexperiencetwothingsatthe

sametimethat'swhyyouinthispain"

Mvelo:Idon'tpayyoutothinkwhatwrongwithher

"

Her:itsbraxtonhicksandalsothefactthatthe

babywasturningit'srareconditionsforpregnant

women"

Mvelo:itcan'tbebraxtonhicks,sheinpainreal

pain,youknowIreadsomewherethatitsfeelslike

mildmenstrualcramps...Notwhatshefeelinglook

athershestillinpain"



TheDrturnedandlookedatme

Dr:itsyourfirstpregnancysothisisnormal,you

mighthavestarttofeelthemfromabout16weeks.

Back,Butitwasjustlightpainandnowlater

throughpregnancies,youmayfeelBraxtonHicks

contraction'smoreoftenmightfeelpainfullike

crampslikelabourpainsbutitsnot...Itwillsoon

pass"_

Mvelolookedatme"youhavehadthisforweeks?

"

Me:Ijustthoughtitwasguess"

Mvelo:what!!...Howlonghaveyoubeenkeeping

thisfromme"

Me:stopshoutingatme!"Istartedcrying



Him:sorryI'mjustpanickingrightnow..."heset

nexttomesidehuggingme

Dr:sirsheisgoingtobefineyouknowSome

womenwon'tfeelthematall,...BraxtonHicks

contractionsdon'tcauselabourandaren'tasign

thatlabourisbeginning,soIwilljustkeepherover

nightjustforobservations"hestartedpreppingthe

scanandandapplyingjellonmytummy

Mvelo:Drmayikindlyaskwhatcausedit"

Shelookedathimandshookherheadholdinga

laugh

Dr:mainlyitcanbeillnessthatiscausesby

nauseaorvomitingoritcanbeThefetus’s

movementorinyourcaseThemotheractivity,

maybeliftingsomethingorhavingsexyouknow



thathighspeedadrenalineactivities..."

Ilookeddownasshelaughed

Dr:Takeiteasyonher..."

Mvelo:mmmm"

Dr:ohlookathimgo,bighealthbabyhewas

turninglookrighttheirtheheadisfacingdownnow

.."shepointedatthescreen,thebabyheartbeat

wasmakingtheroomshakewithdoom...doom

heartbeatItouchedmybellyandhissinpain

Dr:Ineedtodomoretest,youshouldnotbeis

suchpainrightnow"

Me:itstoosoonThebabycannotbeturningit

can'tbe...I'm7monthspregnantitstoosoonfor...

For....Thebabytoturn...Ouch"



Mvelowasbusybrushingmyhairbackgivingme

headachedidhestopnohishandsmovedtomy

face

Him:itcanbepossiblebecausethebabyturnwhen

youturn28weeks"

Ishoothimaneye

Me:yousaidthatthebabywillfacedownin28

weeksitsearly....Mveloitsearlywenotyetin28

weeks..."

Dr:IknowwhatIsaidMrsMnguniitsrarebutit

happens"_

Me:why?"



Dr:somebabymoveonthe26week,theybeginto

movetoavertical,whichmeanseitherheaddown

orbuttockdown.Afewmorewillwaittogovertical

until28weeksandfewerat30weeksitnature"

Me:whatcausedit...I'monly7onthsitstoo....

Sooooon"oohGodthepainwasjustunbearable

now,

Mvelo:mathsbaby.."

Me:what?"Ifrowned

TheDrlaughed"yourhusbandisrightyoulooking

atitinmonthpointofviewwhilehiscalculatingit

viaacalender"

Ilookedupathimhesmiledandkissedmy

forehead



Him:fromthedatethebabywasconceivedIhave

beenkeepingtracksonyouandthebabyofcause,

soyoucurrently28weekspregnantandtwodays,

Theweeksofpregnancydon'tfitneatlyintomonths,

yousevenmonthbegunwhenyouwere25weeks

andfewweekslaterwein28weeks..."

Thismanhasyetamazedmeonhowheknowso

muchaboutthispregnancy

Dr:wowI'minpressed..."

Him:itmakesensewiththepainyoufeelingnow..

becauseWhenthebaby'sheadwasup,shewas

morelikelytoexperiencediscomfortunderherribs

andtofeelkickinginthelowerbelly.Andtonight

thebaby'sheadisdown,soshehadbeenfeeling

kickinghigherupinthebelly,anddiscomfortor

pressureinthepelvisratherthantheupperbelly....



"Drnodded"thanifthat'sthecasewhyisthepain

notsubsiding"

Dr:thatwhatiwanttofigureoutmayIhaveaword

withyououtsideMrMnguni"

Helookedatmeandkissedmyforeheadand

walkedout,thepainwastherebutwasnotbadlike

before,Ijustkeptonprayingandaskinggodtobe

withmerightnow,MvelowalkedinminuteslaterI

knowthisfaceI'mnotgoingtodwellonit,Itrustan

believeintheleavingGod,whatheneedstosay

maywaitbecauseI'mnothearingit

Him:howyoufeeling'

Iwasn'tgoingtoupsethimevenmoreandtellhim

thathisbabyispushingmyinsidesuptomythroat



Me:itsslowlycomingdown'

Hekissesmycheekandcuddlemewewerequite

andIkeptonhissinginpainhistenseand

breathingheavily,

Me:Iknowthisisscaryforyoubutit’salsoscary

forme...IneedyoutobestrongMnguni"

Hedoesnotsayawordandkissesmeagain

Me:Ididn’trealizehowmuchgasIhaduntilnow"

Hisquiteandoverthinkingthissituation

Me:I'mguessingmysenseofhumordoesn’texist

anymore."



Hegavemethathahahalough,Idon'twanttoask

himwhattheDrsaidIdon'twantyohearit,

Me:didItellyouthatyesterdayIwasacrying

mess"

Him:youalwaysacryingmesseverwanderswhyI

carryaroundtissues"

Ichuckled

Me:welldidn’timaginecryinginastoreover

washingpowderthatwasoutofstockwouldhave

beenarealityButit’shappened."

Hebustoutandlaugh,"Idon'tgetwhythiscraving

overwashingsoapsowhatdoyoudoeatitorsmell

it...Maybethatwhatitcausingyouguess"



Ichuckled"itsyourbaby..."_

Him:mybabymakesyouwaddlewhenyouwalk

thefunnycravingsIdon'tknow...Thatallonyou"I

laughedandnudgedhim

Me:andIhavetearsfordayssodon'tsaysuch

thingsbecauseiwillstartcryingyouknowIcry

whenthingsdon’thappenthewayIwantittoo.....I

crywhenthingshappenthewaytheyaresupposed

to

...And.Iscreamatyouforabsolutelynothing....ButI

stillloveyou."

Hekissedmyforehead"Iloveyoutooandtrustme

Ienjoyeverymoment"

"whatthefuckhappened...Iwasjustdownthehall



andyoudidnotwakemeup!!..Whatthefuckman

...babehowareyou?youstillinpain?Areyouin

labour...Whatthehackisgoingon???"

Mbalijustwalkedinthrewabagatthefloorand

rushedtomeshewasholdingmytummyand

askingmemillionquestionsthathewasanswering

herherself,Iwasinpainbutitwasfunnylookingat

hertalkingthisfast

Me:whereisZee"

Her:yougotanannyandhousekeeperthatyou

payingfordoingnothinggotmebabysittingZee,

andyoupaymeshit!"

Me:whatdidIdo?"

Her:yougotsickandyoudidn'ttellmewhatthe



fuck"

Irolledmyeyes,Mvelowasnowdressesin

sneakersandhoodedsweatjacket,oohthatwhat

thebagwasfor

Me:Ineedtousethelady's"

Mvelowasgluedonthephone,Mbaliwasaboutto

helpmeupwhenMvelocametous

Him:Igotthis"

Hescoopmeupandwalkedtothebathroom,I

struggledinstandingupstraight,hewalkedout

leavingmeonthetoiletpan,Iwasabouttostand

upandflushwhenhewalkedinwiththebag



Him:I'mgoingtobequicktellmecanyoustand"

Inodded,heflushedthetoiletandtookoutamy

longnightdresswithmatchinggownandsleepers

"whathappeningtoyou"

IlookedathimIwascompletelynakedandhiseyes

wasonmybelly,Ihadfewbruisesredbruises,

Heranhishandsonmybruisedtummy"doesithut

'

Me:yes"

Hecluckedhisjaws,andhelpedmeputonmy

warmsleepingcloths



Him:weleaving"

Ipoopedmyeyes

Him:mamaisbacksowehavetogotonight..."

IlookedatHim hiseyes,wereeverywherebutnot

lookingatme

Him:weneedtogohome"

Me:Mvelo"Isaidsoftlybuthejusthuggedme

.

.



Mvelo****

AfterfightingwithSbahleDrforalmostforevershe

finallyagreedtoallowustogo,weinourhouse

nowandSbahleisresting,thepilottoldmethathis

outofthecountrywithmyuncleonsomebusiness

trip,soihadtocallLangatoflyoneofhispilotsto

fetchusandwehadtowait4hours.

Ilookedatherandkissedherhair,atleastsheis

sleepingsoundlynowandnothissingandgroaning

cryinginpain

Mbali:soanyideawhatmawantsyouback"she

saidtheminuteiwalkedinthetheloungeandthrew

myheavybodyonthecouch

Me:Irathernotthinkaboutthebadthingsthat

awaitedusbackthere,I'mtryingtobuildpositive

thoughtIcan'tjustallowmymindtorumwildnow,



IneedtobeamanforSbahlenotawildanimalout

ofcontrol"

Her:wow'

Me:onestepatatimebutim trying"

Her:Iseethat'

Me:itsallbecauseofherI'mtryingtodorightby

her,IjustwishIcanjusttakethepainawayfrom

her"

Ibreathoutloud

"sheinpainbrorealpainherstomachgotbruises

thisarenoordinaryBraxtonHicks"



Her:whatdidtheDrsay?"

Me:shehadnoclueshesaidshewillrunsometest

tocheckwhatgoingon'

Mbali:didshetakeherblood?"

Me:no,shetalkaboutpossibilitythatcomesthe

datewhensheisduetogivebirththebabymight

beonanotherpositionshesaiditsrarecondition

Hleloismovingrapidlyfastanditsaconcern,she

thinkingofdoingC-section"

Her:youknowthatitsnotpossibleandthankGod

shedidnottakeherblood"

Ilookedatherpuzzled



Mbali:sowhatisthisbraxtonthing?"

Me:BraxtonHickscontractionsarethe"false"labor

painsthatapregnantwomanmighthavebefore

“true”labor.Theysayherbody'sispreparingor

gettingreadyfortherealthing.Buttheydon'tmean

laborhasstartedorisabouttobegin.Sobefore

"true"laborbegins,youmayhave"false"labor

pains."

Her:womengotroughthatshit"

Me:yesgirl...Womengottroughthat"

Shegavemeafingerandichuckled"IthoughtI

wasloosingherthere,Istillfeelthatthisisnot

normalpainsbro,shewasalmostdyingthebaby

wasinakickboxingmatchinsideofherandshe

wastakingitallin"



Mbali:youareawarethatsheisnotcarryingan

ordinarybaby"

Me:whatthefuckareyouonaboutnow?"she

lookedatme

Her:youadescendedofthegreatwhitelionsand

sheoffthewatergoddesstechnicallybiologydoes

notallowyoutwotomatebutyoudidandcreateda

lifesosheboundtoexperiencecomplicationson

herpregnancy"

Istilllookedather

Her:lookatitthiswayUsually,differentspecies

don’tmate.Butwhentheydo,theiroffspringwillbe

whatwecallhybridssomoleculesofDNAineach

ofananimal’scellsholdinstructions.Theseguide

whatananimallookslike,howitbehavesandthe

soundsitmakes.Whenanimalsmate,theiryoung



getamixtureoftheparents’DNA.Andtheycanend

upwithamixtureoftheparents’traits...Thatbaby

isyouineverywayhisabeastandrightnowIthink

hisincontrolofSbahlebody'

Ohnoitcan'tbe...No...No!

Me:noitcan'tbe...Itwillkillher,Godwhycan'twe

haveanormalpregnancybloodyhell"_

Her;aishthatnotpossiblebro,Iftheparentsare

fromthesamespecies,theirDNAisverysimilar.

ButDNAfromdifferentspeciesorspeciesgroups

willhavemorevariations.AndHybridoffspringget

morevarietyintheDNAtheyinherit,Soitain't

gonnabethesametechnicallythebabygrowthcan

notbelikeofanyhumanTherearemanypossible

outcomes.Sometimesthehybridisweakerthanthe

parents,ordoesn’tevensurvive.Sometimesit’s

stronger.Sometimesitbehavesmorelikeone

parentspeciesthantheother.Andsometimesits



behaviorfallssomewhereinbetweenthatofeach

parent."

IstoodupshitandheldmymouthIwasthinking

backonthefistnightwesharedtogethershe

almostdiedandnowthis..

Me:whatyoutryingtosay"

Her:Ithinkshewillfeelincontrollableorhandlethe

painorbirthifsheinsidethewaterthisisnota

medicalmeterbro,thisisdeepcultural

mythologicalexpectthatneedyourrootandhers...

FaceitMveloyouknewthisdaywillcome"

Me:itstwosoon!!!"

Her:doyouknowwhichmonthyouwereborninor

Pam'sorZee?"



Me:zeesharethesamebloodasme.."

Her:Zee....Shit...Sliwillknow!"

Me:fuckthatbitch"IrantoZeeroomtookher

tabletandsearchedNolanumber,Ifounditand

dialedhernumber

Her:pumpkin.."Shefrownedwhenshesawmy

faceonthescreen

Me:sorrytowakeyouupbutineedyourhelp,"

Her:isZeeOK?"

Me'sheisfine...Buttellmewhenwaszeeborn...I

meanwhichmonth?didslicarryherfulltermor



what?"

Sheshookherhead"noshewasfewweeksifnot

monthsbehindherduedate...Whatwrongis

Sbahleinlabour?"

Ishookmyhead

Me:didshefeelpain,intenseunbearably

distressingtothebabyyouknowexcruciatingpain

whenshewasduetogivebirth"

Her:no...Idon'tknowIwokeupthenextmorning

andfoundahealthybabynexttohershesaid

somethingaboutawomenIthinkwhohelphergive

birthinourjacuzzi"_

"didshesayhowshelookslike?"Iaskedwitha

lumponmythroat



Her:notinsomanywordsbutshesaidshewasa

goddesswhateverthatmean'

Idroppedthetabandslidedownthewall,Mbali

answeredmyphonethatwasringingandlookedat

me

Mbali:thepilotisready..Itstime"

.

.

Tobecontinued

.

.
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[Narrated]

Thabani****

"wehearyousirbutwecannotallowyouinside,

Queensorder"

Hewaspissed,hisbeeninthegateforhoursnow

andthisguyswerenotbudging,theroyalhouseis

heavilyguardedandthehouseisfarfromthegate,

hejustwantedtofindoutifalliswellwiththathag

ornot



Him:hasanyonecameinoroutafterthelast

visitormadehiswayin?"

Guard:wenotinlibertytodiscussthatwithyousir

"

Me:Iwassentbythekinghimselftocheckupon

Ndlovukazi!"

Guard:unlesswegetacallfromhimthanwemay

letyouinbutsorryMhlonishwanocando..."

Hecliquedhistongueandwalkbacktohiscarhe

dialedMvelosnumberbutrangunanswered"

Hehuffedandpushedbackhisseathewillbe

campingherethewholenighttillheseewhatgoing

oninthereorgetanswers.



.

.

Bawinile****

Ndoni:Nowlistenhere,I'mnotadvocatingfor

revenge.Ibelievethat"aneyeforaneyemakesthe

wholeworldblind,"andifthereisanygratification

fromrevengeislikelytobeshort-lived."

BawinilewasarguingwithNdonishewantedto

brakeNomacawelimbsandripherheartout,she

blamedherforeverythingthatwentwronginher

houseforgettingthemansheoncesharedabed

with

Bawinile:wellIfyou'vebeenraisedtothinkof



revengeasbeinggenerallyimmoral,maybeyou

haveafeelingofguilt,maybethathasoff-setany

benefitsofrevengeinsideofyouthanthatfinewith

meletmedealwithherandyoustepback"

Ndoni:lookathersheisdyingandifyoulistenjust

useyouinnerearyouwillhearandknowthatthere

issomeonewhohasbeenkillinghersoftlyallalong

,itsnotourfight"

Bawinile:what?"

Ndoni:thereare-thankfully-otherwaysthan

revengetorestoreone'semotionalequilibriumafter

beinghurt,andworkingthroughtheissuewithhow

Nomacawealmostruinedherlife,shekilledherwith

thebestweaponsthereis,kindness,loveand

showedhercompassionandforgiveness,she

forgivesherbeforeweallrealiseshowwickedshe

is"



Nomacawelookedatthem,"whocouldthat

possiblebe?"

Ndonilaughed"neverunderestimateawomenwho

spend99%oftheretimeinherhead,shetoo

observantandhasaskillyoseerightthrougha

personbeforetheyevensayhello,oohyouthought

youhadherfooledandcalledherNaivesillyold

women...Itneveroncecrossyourmindwhysheis

chosenone?"

Nomacaweletoutalonetear,shenotbelieved

thatSbahleoutsmartedhersheknewallalongand

playedhercardssmarthowcanshebesoyoung

andbesowiseitsimpossible.

Nomacawe:buttheysaidthispainihaveits

inflictedbythewreathoftheQueen"



Bawinilelaughed"wefallenQueen,thereisone

leavingQuernyouweresupposetoworryabout...

"_

Nomacawe:ooohmyGod...How?...Shecannot

bethispowerful"_

Ndoni:youwillsoonseejusticeandreparation,

punishmentserved,itsnotuptoustoavengewhat

youtriedtodestroyhereisnotourfight"

Bawinilewishjusttohaveoneroundwith

Nomacawejusttoinflictpainonhersoshetookher

speerandshoveditinherlagwhileNdoniwasnot

looking,

Theoldwomencrudeinpain

Ndoni:winniereallyyoujustcouldnothold



yourself?"

Shehasthatsatisfiedgreenonherface,yes

NomacawefatewasinSbahlehand,awomen

whoprayedwithoutfail,whoputallherburdensto

Godwhocalleduponwarriorangelstoprotectand

fightforherfamily...Butshejustwantedtohear

hercryinpain

Ndoni:wenayouthinkthatthebasicinstinctisto

seekrevenge,istobecomesadistic,tobully,have

youeverthoughtthatitsturnsgoodhearttoevil

andhasastrongpotentsourceofdestructioninour

world,youbettermakesenseandunderstandwhat

ishappeningrightnowbeforeyoujumpto

conclusion,It'snotsoclearintuitivelyorwithout

consciousreasoninghownegativeactionlike

retaliatoryaggressioncanleadtoapositive

emotionaloutcomethinkbeforeyouactWinnie!!"

Bawinile:aishsorrythiswomenjustlookingather



itmakesmybloodboilandyouknowifitwasn'tfor

MveloIwilljustleavethisplaceandnevercome

back,I'msomadanditdoesnothelplookingatthe

womenwhotookeverythingfrommeandnotdo

nothing"

Ndoni:younotangryatherbutmoreatyourself

andatthemanyourefusetoletgo,Thereisagreat

dealofviolence,fromintimatepartnerorex

partners,theviolentconfrontationbetweenspouse

hasbecomeamasscasualtyevents,Iwenttrough

it,youwenttroughitandLeoranawayfromhome

that'swhyJanewasnotaffectedbythisfamily

darkcloud,IhatetheMngunimanasmuchasyou

do,GodIcan'tbelieveIwasmarriedtothat

arrogantabusivelionforyears,youthinkthelifewe

onceleaveherewasnormal?Haveyoueveronce

thoughtaboutthelivesoftheQueensthatlived

beforeus?...Babethisisnotsomethingnewever

sincethecurseofthegreatwhitelioncametothis

familytheMngunimanaremoreanimalsthen

humans,that'swhytheabuse,mistreatment,



disrespect,intensejealousy,controllingbehavior,or

physicalviolence

allofthishappenedbehindtheveilofthehigh

wallsofroyalrealmswewerevictimsbecouseany

formofviolence,suchashitting,punching,pulling

hair,andkickingmadeustheangrywomenweare

todayithasdestroyedthehappymarriedlife

betweenKingandQueenandithasbeenhappening

foryearsithastostop"_

Bawinilelookedather,shehasneversawitlike

that,butwhenitcomestothinkofitithasbeena

never-endingpatternpassdownfromgenerations

togenerations"

Bawinile'oohGodMveloandSbahle?"

Ndoninoddednowthereonthesamepage



Ndoni:I'mnotgoingtoallowyouoranyoneto

continueknittingthischainofhateamongstthe

Mnguniman...ForonceincenturiesletaMnguni

Queenbehappy,letherbelove,berespected,be

worshipedlethaveasayandliveinfreedom,pease

notinfear..Itstimetobrakethechainofimoral

patternsbehaviour"

Bawinilelookedatherallperplex

Bawinile:Ihaveneverseenitlikethat"

Ndoni:ittookmecenturiestoseeit,afterMvelo

cleansedmeandprayedformeIwasfreebutmy

heartwasstillchainedIhatedSomdalatheroyal

housethatIsawSibahlenotfittobeMnguniQueen

,butIsoonrealisedthatmaybewhatNomakhwezi

didtothislandwasnotacursebutablessing,she

destroyedwhatoncewastheMngunivillageand

Mvelorebuildthepridelandsandnamedit

Ngonyamavillagemaybethisisnewbeginning



wherebeastcanbetamedbyhismate."

Ndoniwalkedoutsideandlookedatthesky,"you

knowIhadlongforgivenSomdalabutijustwanted

himtosayitandwhenhedidhesetmefreeAnd

yougoingtogobackoutthereandapologizetothat

manandtellhimyouforgivehim...Hedoesn'thave

tosayitbackbutyouneedtolethimgo"

Bawinile"what!"

Ndoni:it'snotMveloresponsibilitytocleansingus,

wegotbaggagethatwetooktothegrave,andthat

hasmadeitlookliketheMngunihouseiscurse,

QueenisabusedbynarcissistKing,itsneveran

endingcycleI'mtiredIwantthechainbrokenIwant

torestinpeace"

Ndoniwastiredofbeingangryofhating,Mvelohad

apureheartandwillrulewithawomenwho's



powerfulandcanwithstandanyrainorchallenges

shewasadefinitionof'imbokodo'strong,

indestructible,unbreakable,,non-breakable,

toughened,resistant,durable,enduring,andshe

waschosenandmadetolast.

Butimpiyabaphansiwasgoingtobetheredown

fall,shehasfoundthatwhenpeoplefeelhurt-

sociallyrejected,insulted,humiliated,angry-they

lookforwaystorestoretherefeelingstoamore

positivestateandonecommonwayforthemtodo

thatistoretaliate,toseekrevengeandpunishthe

offendingparty.Itsaneverendingcyclewhenshe

feelemotionalinjury,itcausesnegativeemotions.

Whenshefeelnegativeemotions,shelookfora

waytorestoreapositiveemotionalstateby

inflictingpainonothersitstopsnow.

.

.



Makhumalo***

Finallyshehasarrivedshenoticethedarkcloud

surroundingtheroyalhouseandstartedgrowling

andyawningoutloud

"Nomacawewhathaveyoudone"

,sheparkedoutsidethegatewhilewaitingforthe

guardstoopenshewasthenstartledbyhardknock

onherwindowshejumpedabit

Sherolleddownherwindow

"Thabaniwhatareyoudoinghereatthistimeof

thenight"



Thabani:MakhosiKhumaloI'mgratefulthatyouare

back,IwassentbyNgonyamatocheckupon

what'shappeningintheroyalhousebutthegards

refusetoletmein"

Makhumalo:Isee...butitslatenowmysonIwillfix

thisandbytomorrowtherewillbeclearedSky's"

Thabanismiledandnodded,whateverpeople

thoughtorbelievedaboutMakhumalowaswrong

hecouldseerighttroughhereyesthatshehasa

pureancestralspirit,sheisnotheretodestroyed

buttohelprebuiltthe

Thabani"Ihavecalledupamettingforallcouncil

mantomorrowmiddaywillyoujoinusMakhosi,to

justsettherecordstraightthecommunityisin

panicandinfearofwhateverisgoingonhereits

looksverrydarkandevil"



Makhumalosmiled:nosonidlozialivumithatIbe

inacrowdedroomwithnegativenarrowminded

man,"

Him:ooh"

Helookeddownheknewthatthekingtrustedhim

withthistuskbutifonlyhebelievedinhimself

Makhumalonoticedhisdisappointementandspoke

"butthekingwillattend"heliftedhisheadand

lookedatherhewasnotsureifshewaabluffingor

not...Buthereyesspokevolumesoftruth"gorest

sontomorrowbringsanewdayforthekingdom"

hethankedherandsteppedbackasMakhumalo

droveinsidetheroyalrealms.

"Ndlovukazi"shebowedwhenshesawNdoniand

Bawinilestandingoutsidethehouse,



Ndoni:Ndlondlo"Makhumalosmiled

Bawinile:wedonothavemuchtimeweneedtotalk

,theywalkedinsideMakhumalolookedat

Nomacaweonapoolofherownbloodonthefloor

Makhumalo:isshedead"

Bawinile:itsjustascratchshewilllive"

MakhumalolookedatNomacawebattlingtobreath

ontheground,shewasinpain,herfirstthough

wastohelpherbuttheRoyalQueensaresuperior

thanher,theymovedtoloungeandsheclosedthe

slidingdoorbehindher

Makhumalo:ImeetthemothergoddesandIknow

howwecanliftthecurse"



Ndoni:sheisisreadyandthebabymaybe

crowninganyhoursfromnow,Iwillcleansthe

watersandprepareitforher"

Bawinile:areyousureitsgoingwork"

Makhumalo:weneedtobelieveinSbahleshehold

thepowernowwecandosomuchforher"

Ndoni:thanksagainNdlondlothiswillchangethe

familylivesevenforfuturegenerationstocome,if

itwantsforyouwewouldn'tknowthatthisis

deeperthatwethough"

Makhumalo'I'mjustdoingmyjobmyQueen"

Bawinile:tothinkthatallofthismadnessthat

happenedinthishousestartedwaybackinthe

familytreeandwillonlybeliftednow,itstruly



remarkableSiyabongaMamntungwa.."_

Makhumalonoddedinagreement,Familycurses

arereoccurringproblemsthatsteal,kill,anddestroy

manyfamiliesSheishappythatthisfamilyisnow

onbordtheylearnedtheimportanceofbreakinga

curse.ScripturesaysitsoclearthatGodvisitsthe

iniquityofthefathersuponthechildrenuptothe

thirdandfourthgeneration(Exodus20:5).

Cursesdon’tvisitthefamily'swithoutcause.When

someoneupthefamilytreegivesspiritstherightto

visitbecauseofiniquity,theycomelookingfora

reasontomessupthelife'sinthefamily,she

hoppingthatMvelowillTakecourageandbethe

headofthefamilynow,Afterfamilycursesare

exposed,deliverancewillthenbereadilyavailable

totheleavingandthedead.

Makhumalo:Mveloiskingoflightandwhen

darknesscomesforthhismostlightlytoshared



lightandseeitbeforeitconsumehim"

Ndoni:itsendwithhimnomoresufferingthe

Mnguniwilllivefruitfullynowwithlove"

Bawinilebreathoutloud"letmegospeaktoNkosi"

Makhumalosmiledandnodded

Ndoni:Sowhatareyougoingtodowith

Nomacawe"

Makhumalo:nothing...NdlovukaziSbahlewillmake

thatdecision"

Ndoni:Ican'tbelievesheistheonethathasbeen

makinghersick"



Makhumalo:Ithankhermotherforbreastfeeding

herwiththeGod'swordsandhernevergivingup

faithonhim,youknowwhenthebibletellsus

that,fromthebeginningofcreation,‘Godmade

themmaleandfemale.’7‘Thereforeamanshall

leavehisfatherandmotherandholdfasttohiswife,

8andthetwoshallbecomeoneflesh.’Sotheyare

nolongertwobutoneflesh.9WhatthereforeGod

hasjoinedtogether,letnotmanseparate.”

Understandthatit’sveryhardforsomewhohave

manipulativehearttobreakthoseties.Ifheis

caughtinanunhealthycycle,hemaynotbe

emotionallyandspirituallyequippedtochange

withoutSbahlehelp,patience,support,

encouragementandprayers.Itwouldhavebeena

processnotanovernightvictory–2stepsforward,

1stepback.Sbahleneverallowedhertearstotear

them apartandseparatethemtoseparatewhat

Godhasjoinedtogether.Shestayedstrong–stay

faithfultoherhusbandandfaithfulinprayerforher

marriage...soshouldeviltrytogetinbetween

themtheypaythewreathofheaven"_



Ndoni:yetIthoughtyou'reasangoma"

Makhumalolaughed"whosaidSangomasdon't

praydon'tknowthelord,justbecausewehave

directcommunicationlineswithourancestorsand

practiseusiko,sihlabedoesnotmeanwedonot

trustandbelieveintheCreator..."

Ndonismiled

Makhumalo:pleasehelpmecleansthishouseand

getthatwomentoherroom,theownersofthe

royalhousethereontherewaynow."

Makhumalosmiledfeelingawaveofrelief,that

theMnguni'sareonbordtobrakeupthegeneration

curseshemadeherwaytoancestralroomtospeak

withthefallenkingsthelionroaredandshelooked

upandsawSomdala,Leothegratekingsthathave



passedon"_yetagainyouhaveoutdidyourself

Makhumalothankyou"_

.

.Tobecontinued****

[fewchaptersleft letmakethejourneyworth

while,whileweapproachingthefinally]
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Sbahle***

IwokeupinanunfamiliarsurroundingsIlooked

aroundIwasinplane,howdidIgetinhere?Mvelo

willbethedeathofmenodoubt,



itwastooquiteandhewasnotaround,thisisnot

ourplane,wedonothavebedroominourjet,I

slowlygotofffromthebed,butfeltpaininmy

lowerabdominal

"aaaaaah!"

Itriedholdingtotablenexttoomebuthittheglass

anditfelldownbraking

"_hay...Sbahle...Youshouldhavecalledme"

Me:who'splaneisthis?"hehelpedmesitback

onthebed

Him:The-Dlamini's,itsLangaandZoeprivatejat"_



Me:theyhaveabedroominthereplane?"_

Him:yah"

Me:wow...Sofancy...ahhh.!!"Iheldmytummy

andclosedmyeyes

Him:saysawomenwholivesinapalaceandhas

peoplecallingherQueen"_

Ihithisshoulder"shutup"_helaughed

Him:canIgetyouanything.."

Ishookmyheadno,hesetnexttomeandlooked

atmeandbrushedmycheek

Him:evenwhenyoulooklikedeathyoustilllookas



beautifullikethefisttimeIsawyou'

Ismiledandlookeddown

Him:thewordIloveyoudoesnotcomecloseto

whatIfeelforyourightnow,...Everythingabout

youseducesmeAllyouneedtodoisbreatheandI

woulddoanythingforyou.Youarelikeagiftfrom

heaven,Youhaveaheartthatcouldencompass

theentireworld,yourbeautifulinnerglowradiates

peaceandlovekeepsmeatpeace,Everything

aboutyoumakesmerealizehowtrulyluckyIamto

havemetyou,toknowyouandtoloveyou.Youare

apriceless,uniquejewelmamaKaHlelo"hejust

madememeltwhymusthealwayssaythemost

heartwormingthingswhenIleastexpecthimto,I

wascryingmessnow

Me:lookwhatyoudid"



Heheldmyhandsandkisseditandranhishands,

gentlybrushingandrubbingmyhand

Him:MydearwifeIwantyoutoknowthatyou

meaneverythingtomeandthatIwouldbelost

withoutyou,Weallhavefaultsasnobodyisperfect.

Buteverythingaboutyou,allyourimperfections

included,justwarmsmyheartandmyfeelings

forevergoingtoremaintrue."_

Heplacedhishandsonmytummyhewasquiteas

ifhistalkingtohissonandsurprisinglyiwasslowly

notfeelinganyagonizingpainthebabystopped

stumpinginsideme

Me:whatdidyousaytohim?"

Him:Itoldhimtosleep"



Me:andallalongyouknewhowtomakehimsleep

andyouallowedhimtoalmostkillme!"

Him:yooMabhenguwejusthadamomentand

usuyathethatfuthi..."_

Me:I'msorry,justthatI'msodonewiththis

pregnancyrightnow"_

Helookedaway,

Him:youhaven'teatenforhoursnowletmeget

yousomethingtoeat"_

Me:I'lleatlater"

Him:Iwasn'tasking"_heattemptedtostandup

butIheldhishand



Me:youhidingsomethingfromme,whatisit?

Whywegoingtovillage?Whyyousoscared...Why

doyoufeelanxiety?"

Him:don'tworryaboutitmyloverestandletme

goaskthehostesstoprepareyousomething"_

Ishowedhimthecordlessphonenexttothebed

"_usethatandtellmewhateatingyou...Youforget

thatI'myouandyouareme,whatyoufeelIfeelit

too'

Hebreathout

Him:Mbalimademerealisesomething,thatHleli

isnotordinarybaby,youinpainbecauseofhis...

hisdevelopmentgrowthisnormal,theDrkeeps

sayinghisbigbutwhatifhisfullydevelopednow"



Me:itstoosoonmvelo"

Him:hisfacingdownSbahleandbraxtonhickdo

notlastforhours,youhavebeeninpainforhours

now..."_

Me:MveloI'mnotgivingbirthtoaprematurebaby

uyezwa"

Him:hisnotpremature,hisinfullgrownbecause

hisgrowthanddevelopmentisnotofanordinary

baby,hisaMngunihalflionhaftgoddessthereis

nothingnormalabouthim Iwasmadetobelieve

thatZithelowasbornaroundthistimeaswell"

Iwasshockedandscaredthepaininhiseyeswas

makingitallworse,iwantedtoatleastfeedonhis

buthejustbroken,Iswallowedhard



Me:I'mgoingtothewater?"

Henoddedandstoodup,"_I'mnotreadyforthis"

hesaidlookingatmewithhishandsonehispocket

"

Me:I'mnotreadytoobutItrustMakhumaloif

Hleloisreadytocomeoutwehavenochoice"_

Him:IwishIhadtimetopreparemyselfIstill

thoughtwehave2monthstoprepareourselvesyou

know"_

Me:oohmyGod..."_

Him:itrustmamababybutIdon'ttrustOshun...'"_



Me:babeIthinkmamawilltellusifitsafetogo

underornotandifthatgreatgreatancestralwater

goddesscanbetrustedornot...Butfornowlet's

havefaithinmeandmama"_

Him:I'mscaredSbahle..I'mreallyscaredof

loosingyou,IjustbelievethatGodissayingunto

youthatifyouwillstopdippingfromthewellof

pastmomentsandpositionyourselfintheriver

again,youwillbecomestrategiceverythingabout

thisitscalculatedandplanedandwenotinformed

aboutitlikewewalkinginthedark"_

Me:Mvelo"_

Him:thiswholethingisstrategicandplanedNot

becauseyoutookaposition,butbecausefromthe

placeoflifeyouaremandatedwithadestinythat

willshifttheheavenstodeclarethefulfillmentof

Dreams.TrustmeIseeit...Iunderstand....Godis

advancingyoufrombeinginhisplantoSoonbea



personwithactivatedpurpose,whatyoudointhe

river.That'snotastrategy,that'sstrategic"

IfeellikeI'macourtroomwithhimnow,hejust

spokehighprofiledEnglishandIneedtofigureit

outwhatmeans,

Me:what???strategy,that'sstrategicdoesthat

evenmakesense".Ilaughed,andhesidesmile

Him:whatcanIsay...aah,Ifeellikeyouareused

tobeforerunneronallthisImeanpremonitory

signsarethereyouthefirstMnguniQueenthatwill

forerunnerofthemodernwomen'smovementyou

haveityoutodoitbutittheprocesstogetthere

thatfucksmesideways"_

Ilaughedandshookmyheadwhyisheactingall

attorneyonmerightnow?Iunderstandthatits

infuriatinghimthathecan'tseepastthepresent



andfuturewhenitcomestome,hispowersorgift

cannotworkonmeandthefactthathedoesnot

knowwhat'sawaitsmeinthosewaterisdriving

himcrazy,Itryingtogunswaystomakehimcan

downmakehimunderstand

Me:babyinbiblicalteamitmakesabsolutely

senseWhenyoubegintoseehowthisunfolds,it

thenbecomesarealitythatGodiscallingusorme

tobeforerunners.Butwealsohavetoremember

thatJohntheBaptistwasaforerunner—notonlya

voice,butalsoanindividualwhopavedthewayfor

whatwascoming."

Him:soyouagreetowhatijustsaid,Yousee,a

forerunnerissomeonewhoiswillingtomakeaway

forotherswhenthereisnoway.Aforerunneris

someonewhoisn'twillingtogodownthesame

roadagainandagain,butonewhoisdeterminedto

discoverbeyondnaturallimitationsorboundaries,

buttheclauseinthiswholeagreementisthatyou



needtogototheriver,withJohntheBaptistitwas

easybecauseGodcalledhimthere,butyouare

calledbyanancientancestorsthatwantstouse

youasavesselorevenmakeyouonewithwater

webloodydon'tknowwhatsheplanning"_

Ishootmyeyesopen...Hisrighthisbloodyright"_

Me:aaaaaah...Yousoright...ooohHlelomani"I

hitmytummy,wherehewaskickingme

herushedtomeandbrushedmytummyIsawhis

mouthmovingandslowlythepaincamedown"

whatdidyousaytohim"

Him:boytalk...don'thithimorshoutathimit

makeshimmoreangry"

Me:whatthehack,sowenotgoingtodiscipline



himbecauseitsmakeshisangry"_

Him:hisstillinyourtummyandhiscausingyou

painsoitsawholedifferentstorywhenhisout.."

Me:ooh"

Him:doesitstillhurt?"

Me:abit"helaynexttomehemadeacalland

requestedforfood

Him:yousaidI'mright?...About?"_

Me:MvelowehavefigurethatIain'tbecomingone

withwateranditmeansthatmegoingtothelake

atnightistospeakwiththewaternotforithurtor

takemeaway,ImeanWaterisasourceoflifeand



spiritualityisanothercoreAfricanvalue.

Traditionally,waterwasrecognisedasbothan

essentiallifeforceandasourceofstrongspiritual

power,youknowthisbecauseyouwenttroughthat

process"

Him:haydon'tgettoexcitedyougoingtoupset

thisguyinsideofyou,sitstill"

Ican'tsitstillwhenI'mtryingtoexpressmyself,I

takeaftermymotherIusemyhandstomuchwhen

IwanttogetmypointoutandIifcouldstandright

nowIwillbewalkingupanddownpaintingaclear

pictureforMvelobutHleloisjustlimitingme

Me:listenyoumustardaSkillsinhealing,in

sacredknowledge,Imeanpsychicabilities,and

medicinalplantsaresomeofthegiftsimpartedto

thosechosenbythewaterspirits.Thesehealers

arethecustodiansoftraditionalknowledge.Healers

anddivinerswhofollowthecallingbecome



importantmediatorsbetweenthespiritworldand

theircommunities.This,however,requiresaccess

toandthepreservationofsacredrivers,wetlands

andtheseaastoconductritualstoaid

communicationwiththespiritworld,somegoing

underismoreofmecommunicatingwithherwith

thewater

Him:youdon'tknowthatandstopcomparingwhat

IwenttroughtothisthingofyoursthatIdon't

understand"

Me:youjustdon'twanttounderstandit...Why

youdon'twantlistentome??"

Him:becauseIwanttodootherthingsthanlisten

toyoutalk,Iratherhaveyoumoanright"

Idroppedmymouthandhekissedme,



Me:youknowI'm sickright?"

Him:wrongyoupregnantandhaveanoverly

developingbeastinsideofyou,

Justkissmenowbeforeyourbabywakesup"I

giggled"ashislipsmeetmineialwaysgetlosthis

kisshehadawayofowningmyeverybeingwith

howhistonguedanceinsidemymouthhishis

handswillgentlycaressingme,

"IwishIcantakethispainawayfromyou"_he

saidinmyearsuckingmyneck"Mmmm "_

Weweredisturbedbyaknock,

Him:shit!"_



Thehostesswalkedinwithourfood

Her:thepilotsaidwillbelandingsoon"_

Mvelodismissedhersorudely

"mvelo"_

"_letstalklateraboutthat,Iwanttokissyouright

now,Iwanttohugyoutightandwhispermysecret

desiresintoyourear,Whenyoukissme,myworld

isahappierplace.Whenyoukissme,myheart

purrslovingly."_

Ididnotneedhimtosaynomore,Ipulledhimwith

hishair

Him:oneofthisdaysI'mgoingtocutmyhair"_



Igiggledinhismouthandjustlikethatourworries

disappearedaswefloutedinourbubble,what's

awaitofusonthegroundwillfaceittogetherbut

rightnowI'mkissingmyhusbandlikeitsmylast

kiss,

.

.

Tobecontinued

[b3lowonmylaptopaishletmechargewilltry

typingonmyphone]

wealmostthereZihlobozamifuelMeupI'm

outofguessanddrowsy
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Mvelo***

"_Ithoughtwewillbemeetingyouathome?"we

justgotonthecarandimcallingmamainforming

herthatweonourway,

Mama:justtakehertothecabinyourgrandmother

isnotingoodconditionsIdon'twantherupsetting

thebabyorSbahle"

Me:IunderstanditsOK'_

IbreathoutloudandwatchedSbahlesleepingon

mychestpouting,shelookssopeaceful,IwishI

won'tregretwhatweabouttodoIcannotloosemy

missingribmyotherhalfnotlikethisnotwhenI'm



willinglyhandingherouttotheunknownIwillnever

forgivemyself

"_Mvelo...mveloareyoustillthere?"_

ShitIforgotI'monacallwithmama

Me:sorrymamanetwork,youweresaying?"_

Her;Ican'ttalktoyouwhenyoulikethisMvelo"

Me:whathaveIdonenow?"

Her:youdriftingyouoverthinkingthingyounot

focused,listenhereboythatgirlneedsyousheis

scaredoutofpanty,sheisyoungpregnantand

needsyoumorethenyouthink,shewillbealonein

thewaterwiththemostpowerfulgoddessthathas



herfateinherhandandyoudriftingoff...WhatdidI

teachyou!"_

Me:neverlosefaithandneverstoppraying"

Her:whenlastdidyoudothat?"

HonestlyspeakingSbahlehadbeenforcingmeto

prayandsometimesIcomebackhomelatefrom

workandsleep,I'mabusymanandits

disappointingthatIcan'tevenfindtwosecondsto

justsaygrace,

Me:.....

Her:ngizokushayawenamanjeidon'tgivearat

assthatyouhaveawifeandkidsngizokumukuzaif

youactlikeyouZeeage,howmanytimesmustI

tellyouthatWhenamanandwomangetmarried,



theybecomeoneflesh.Thereisaunitybetween

them.But,itisthemanwhoistheheadofthe

family.Youmayalsorelatethisthistoacultural

notionthatsnuckintotheBible,

"Formandoesnotoriginatefromwoman,but

womanfromman;forindeedmanwasnotcreated

forthewoman’ssake,butwomanfortheman’s

sake."(1Cor.11:8-10).

Thisheadshipisnotabouthavingtheupperhand

norisittomeanthatawomanhasnorightsorisa

secondclasscitizen.Thehusbandisstill

commandedtolovethewife.Theheadshipissueis

anissueoforder,notofwhoisbetterormore

important.Nowgetyourselftogetherforthat

Bhengugirl...Nxa!...tu...tu...tu..."

Ilookedatmyphonebloodyhellwhatjust

happeneddidshejustshoutatmeanddroppedthe

calljustlikethat,yomamasometimes



,Itoldthedrivertotaketheturntocabin,

Minuteslaterwearrived"sleepyhead...Wakeup

wehavearrived"

Sheraisedherheadfrommychestherdroolwas

onhoody,

"whyarewehere?"

Me:becauseIdon'twantyoustressinginthat

houseIneedyoutobeatpeaceandwithnoworry,

comelet'sgo"_Isteppedoutthecarandhelpedher

out,

Her:pleasedon'tIcanmanage"

Me:sbahle!"shedoesn'twanttobecarriedtothe



housewhilesheisstrugglingtoevenstanduP

straight,nottomentionwalking

Her:Mvelo!!!_"

"OK...OK...Let'swalk..."_Isaid,shetookfewstep

andscreaminpain

Me:itsOK...ItsOK"_sheburiedherheadonmy

chestandwrappedherhandsaroundmyneck,

"_shuuu...ItsOK,I'mherHle-hlepleasestopcrying

..."

Wepassedmamastandingoutsideshelooked

flushedwhenshenoticedSbahlecondition,I

placedheronthebedononeofthebedroom,she

curledupandheldhertummy

Mama:leaveuspleaseshecan'tseeyoulikethis



today,gofixyourselfup"_shewhispersinmyear,

IwalkedoutwithtearsstreamingdownIwalked

intoaroomwherePamlastslappedonthenight

beforeshepasson

"_PamIneedyourightnow...Ineedyousomuch,I

feellikeI'mloosingher....Thisistoomuchforme

tohandle.."IhadsomethingfallingwhenIchecked

nexttothebeditwaspictureframeimademyway

nexttobedandpickeditupitwasapictureofme

andSbudrunkonhisweddingday,Ismiledwith

tearsonmyeyesIdustedtheglassoffandtookout

thepictureandlookedatit,

"IknowitsyouPam ,thisisnotacoincidence"

Iturnedthepicturearoundandstartedcryingout

louditwasPam'shandwriting"Imayleavethis

placeanytimefromnowbutIleaveyouwithabig

brotherthatyoucanalwayscryto,I'mwithyouin

spirit...loveyoutilldeathdouspartlittlebrother,



forgetmenotPam"

ItookmyphonewithshakinghandsIdialedSbu

number,

Him:what!"_

Me:....

Him:Trey!

Istartedcrying,

Him:YINI....

Ijustcontinuedcryingallthepainwascoming

backnowIwascryingformyparentsthat

sacrificedtherelivesforme,Pamwhosacrificed



herselftogivemethethrone,Sbahlescarifiedher

selftogivemeanheir

Him:SMOKO?...RINGANDODA...'

Me:....

Him:ntwana...What'swrongyouscaringmenow

"_

Me:Ineedyou...Ngisebukhosini..."

Idroppedthecall,Iplacedmyheadonthepillow

butremambermamawordsIneedprayIwasabout

togoonmykneesbut

Iwasdisturbedbyanockonthedoor,Iwipedmy

faceandopenedthedoor



Her:Gowashyourfaceandjoinmeoutside"I

noddedandmademywaytothebathroomwashed

myfaceandminuteslaterawalkedout,shewas

dressedinyellowandblackXhosaattirewith

matchingheadwrap,andblacksandals,she

lookedlikeshegoingtosomeeventbutknowing

herthisisjusthercasualwear

Her:shegoingtobefine,Irubbedherballywith

mixedointmentssheisrestingnow"

Me:whenisthisthinghappening"_

Her:IwillbelyingifIsaidIknow,gogoNdonihas

beengonesinceearlyhoursinthemorningto

preparethewaters"

"_whatdoesshewantwithmywife"



Shebreathoutloud"togiveher,herrightfulpowers

"_

Me:mamayounotansweringme"

Shebreathoutloud

Her:Inevergotthechancetospeaktoherdirectly"

Me:what??Thanwhatwedoinghere??"

Sherolledhereyes

Her:ispoketooneoftheeldersthereandIpicked

upthatOshunpassedonprophesyaboutthisday

longtimeago,anditwasmentionedand

announcedandpassedonfromgenerationto



generations...Sbahlealreadyholdsgratepowerto

shakemountainsbutsheissoontodiscovermore

aboutwhoshereallyiswhatherpowerandhowto

useit...Mveloyouofallpeopleknowthatwith

greatpowercomesgreatresponsibility."

Me:isshegoingtouseherasavessel?Willshe

beonewithSbahle??"

Her:sheagoddessandIdon'tknowhowtheydo

things,butallIwasinformedofisthatshewillbe

thefirstwatergoddesstowalkonlandwithher

power"_

Ibreathoutloud

Me:"whataboutthebabymama,sheispregnant,

I'mguessingsheisduetogivebirthnow"



Her:itsyourfamilyculturethatMnguninewborns

arebornprematurelybecausetheygrowthis

fasterthennormalhumanbaby,duetothefactthat

thelabourpainsareunbearablethismust

happenedunderwaterandonlyafallenQueenmust

beamidwife,sowhymustitchangewithSbahle"_

Me:theresomethingwaitingforherinthewater

thatwhy"

Her:itsherjourneytotakewecantrustandbelieve

thatshecomesoutvictories"

Me:ismybabygoingtobeOKwiththeforcesof

Oshunwaitingformywifeinthere?"_

Her:whywouldn'titbeheislionMvelo havefaith

please"_



Me:younotansweringma"

Shebreathoutloud

Her:angaziufunangithiniMinamanje(idon'tknow

whatyouwantmetosaynow)

Me:IneedanswerIneedtoknowwho'sthisbloody

OshunandifIcantrustherwithmywifeandmy

unbornbabylife??...Justtellmethat!!"

Shelookedatmeforthelongesttimewithout

sayingaword,Ihaveneverraisedmyvoiceather

andI'msureshejustshocked,shejustwalked

awayfrommeandImumbledsorrytomyself,I

continuetolookatthemountainandthebeautiful

morningsun,lostinmythoughts

"Iheardyoulookingforanswers"_



IlookednexttomeitswasGogouNdoni

"_MveloOshunisnotdifferentthenfromme,gogo

Bawinile,gogoNomvulamamaNontombi,oreven

Dlondlo"

Shelookedatmeandbackatthehills

Gogo:shewasonceaQueeninapolygamous

marriage,shewasa4thyoungestwife,those

weredifferentyearsfromnowhowmantreated

women,funnyhowwomanhasalwaysbeen

consideredasthemotherofhumanitybutsheis

usuallytheonethatbearsthecrueltyofsociety.

Wewomanhavealwaysbeentreatedastheinferior

beinginsocietyandinmostofthetimerelegatedto

thebackground.BeingQueeninablackcommunity

havinganopinionisnotalwaysconsidered



valuable,ourworkisnotappreciatedandlittleorno

respectisgiventousthisalsogenerallyhappened

inmostsocietiesaroundtheworldaswell,butwe

takethe1stplacefornothavinglittleornosayat

allespeciallyinthisruralpartsofAfrica"

Me:Whathappenedtoher"

Gogo:shetookherlifeandbecameonewiththe

river,onhowthathappenedonlyGodmyanswer,

sheneverintendedtokillusbutwantedtogiveus

backourpower,butbeingunderwaterisso

peacefulnowomeninthererightmindwillleave

suchaplaceandgobacktotoxicmarriageorlife

sowestayedunderwaterandbecameonewithit"_

Me:whatdoesthishavetodowithSbahle?"

Her:ithaseverythingtodowithher...Wenot

sayingthatsheneedtochangethewholeworldbut



shewaschosentochangetheMngunitribeonhow

theyneedtheunderstandtheimportanceandValue

ofawomenshetheonethatgoingtobrakethe

chain"

IwasstillcluelessonwhyithastobeSbahle

Me:whymustshegonowwhensheisabouttogive

birth?"_

Gogo:shewaschosenbeforeshewasconceived

forthis...shewaschosenforyouandhertobe

together...Andmaybeshewaschosentogoatthis

timeaswell"

Somywifeiscalledtobeonaprivatewomen

empowerment



goddesssocietyclubtocorrectthewrongsofall

manwhatbullshitisthis?

Me:Gogomakemeunderstandbeforeiallowyou

totakemywifetotheunknown...MAKEME

UNDERSTAND!!"_

gogo:theaccessionofthethroneintheAfrican

kingdomandempirewasgenerallybasedupon

maritalsystem,aprincessischosenforaprince

theymarryandbecomekingandQueenright".I

nodded

Gogo:haveyoueverwonderswhyaprincessis

chosen?"_

Me:royaltymustMarryanotherroyalblooda

mergeoftwotribesanalliance"_



Gogo:inmanprospectiveyouright...Butnotquite

foruswomenormothersthatchosetherightwife

foryou,youseewhenamatrimonialsystemis

providedintheblackcommunity,thissystem

postulatewomen,womenareconsideredtobethe

foundation,theyplayavitalroleinthefamilyto

procreatethebloodline,raisethechildrenand

monitorandhandleallhousedutiesandindoing

sothatwhywomenworthmorethanmanthatwhy

loboloispaidforwomenanathatwhyanother

womenchoosesthatspecificandspecialwomen

forherhouse.

Thepoweractuallybelongstowomenwhenyou

lookatit,becausewomenarephysicallyinferior

theycannotaccessdirectfromthethroneas

sovereignorthronedthewomenking,butallroyal

houseareranbywomenshemustindeedbea

militarychiefinordertofacewars,inotherwords

shedelegatethepowerandtheQueenscounselis

ofthehighestimportancetotheroyalhouse.



SolookingatSbahleshehassomuchknowledge

andskills

shehasfoughtwarsandbecameyourvoiceyour

councilandnowshebearthesonthatwillbecome

theeffectrulersinthefuture?....MveloItstakesa

goodwomentoteachaboytobeamanandgive

himvaluesofbeingagoodmanandgreatleader"

Isuddenlyfeltaheadache,thisisnotaboutmeat

allitaboutSbahleandherjourneyallalongIwas

justanothermanwhodidnotlisteningbecauseit

didnotsitrightwithme

Gogo:I'mnotstandingbeforeyoutotakethe

foundationofyourhousebutI'mheretomakesure

thattherearenocracksonyourfoundation,

becauseifyoursonruleonedayyourdaughter

inheritsthelegitimacy.Thatwhyinmostcasesthe

kingrulewithamotherorsisterbyhisside.



Andthisisthereasonwhythepowersgoesfrom

themothertosontothedaughterthatwilloneday

bearasontotoleadhiskingdom.ifthefoundation

isnotstrongenoughthanitmeansthatthe

kingdomwillfall"

Inodded

Her:I'mtellingyouallofthisbecauseshewillbe

theFirstQueentocallupontherainanditwillrain

andgrowcropsandalsowaterwillgivelifeto

peopleandlivestock,butsincewatercangivelife

andalsocantakelifewhensheisangryfloodorno

rainatallmydestroythisvillage ,Knowingothers

isintelligence...knowingyourselfistruewisdom....

Masteringothersisastrength...masteringyourself

istruepower.....Ifyourealizethatyouhaveno

problem,youwilltrulyliverichfruitfullikewith

youwifepossessingsuchgreatpower,yousee



Knowledgeispower,

Understandingisusingit,

Wisdomiscontrollingit,

Magicisknowinghow.I'mtellingyouallofthis

becausesoonshewillpossesthemostpowerful

powertomankindandyoumustnevergetinaway

ofherpurposeanddutybecausethatwillleadto

distraction"

Me:withgreatpowercomesgreatresponsibility'

Shenoddedandleftmetheredigestingevery

everythingshesaid.

.

.



Tobecontinued

chapter111

.

.unedited

Mvelo***

ThetalkIhadwithGogoNdonimademethinkhard

andandlong,Ilookedatthetimeitsstillearly,to

thinkofitIhaven'tsleepforalmost24hrsever

sinceSbahlestartedfeelingsick_,thetime

indicatesthatits7:20inthemorning,Itookout

myphoneandcalledThabani

Heansweredpantingandoutofbreath

Me:_I'msorrydidIdisturb"

Him:Nkosiyami...ForyouIwilldropeverything"



IchuckledifhewashavingsexnowI'msurehis

dickhasgonesoft

Me:Ibelieveyoucalledameeting,tobeheldinthe

royaltreeat10:00thismorning"

Him:_Nkosiyami"_

Me:Goodchangeoflocationitwillbeintheroyal

throneroom"_

Him:wowtheThroneroom"

Me:yesandcallapressmeetingforlateraswell,"

Hepausedabit



Him:_mayIaskwhy?"

Me:becausewesettingtherecordstraight"

Him:willdothatbutwhenyousaylaterwhattime?

"_

Me:Let'smakeit16:h00"_

Him:Nkosiyamiyourwishismycommand"

Me:sowhoisshe?"

Ichuckledashestuttered

Me:byeThabani,willtalklater"hebreathoutloud

inreliefanddroppedthecall,Ilookedatthetime,I

don'thavemuchtimeandthereislottodo_when



daysarelikethisIreallymissVelishehadmad

organisingskills,itwasasifshewenttoschoolfor

itbutohwellcan'tcryoverspiltmilk

Imademywatbackinsidethehouselookedformy

laptopbagIfounditinthelounge,mamawasbusy

inthekitchencooking,Ibreathoutloudandmade

maywaytoher

"mama"_

Shedidnotsayawordbutcontinuedwithwhatshe

wasdoing

Me:I'mtrulysorryforraisingmyvoiceatyou..I'm

juststressesaboutthiswholesituation"_

Her:I'malsoscaredbutyoudon'tseemebiting

yourheadoff"_



Technicallythatwhatshehasbeendoinglatelybut

Iwillbesigningmydeathcertificateifutterthatout

toher

Me:IknowmaandI'mreallysorry"

Her:uyaphi?"_

Shelookedatmybad"IneedtoprepareforaRoyal

meeting"_

Shelookedatmeandsidesmile

Her:Irecommendfewmedicalspecialistthatcan

lookaftergogomayIemailyouthelist"_

Me:Itrustyouwiththatma,Ican'tdealwithher



situationrightnow,Igottomuchonmyplate,I

reallyneedtostartdelegatingsomeofmywork"

Her:Iunderstandit'sstrainingandweighingyou

down,sofornowIhaveaskedma-Ttonurseher

worndswithorganicmedication"_

Me:organicmedication?"

Her:_amayeza...Dummy...Imbiza,iftheDrgoing

tocomeandseeherwoundstheywillasktoomany

question"_

Me:wounds?Kantiwhatreallyhappened?...No

whatonsecondthoughtIrathernotknow"_

Webustoutandlaughed,



Her:_getoutofmykitchenwena"_

IlaughedandIwasabouttowalkoutbutstopped

"_MaweneedaroyalPR,withVeligoneon

strugglingIdon'tknowhowthathagwasdoingit?

Doyouperhapshaveapersoninmind?"

Her:naahbutyoucantryanagencyandyouknow

hiresomeoneprofessional"_

IthoughforawhileIhavetrustissuesandIcannot

allowanoutsidertomyhouse

Me:whataboutThabani?ImeanI'mrelyingon

himforeverything,doyouthinkheisgoodguyfor

theJob?"_



Her:hishandsomeandshespeaksverygood,abit

intimidated,verydirectandveryPersuasive"

Me:andtotopituphisalocal,"

Sheskilledandnidded

Her:hisasuitablecandidateifyouaskme,hecan

tellyourstorylineandcreatenarrativestoadvance

royalagenda.Hehasproventhathecanbetrusted

sowehavenodoubtthathewillprotect,enhance

andbuildtheroyalreputationsthroughthemedia,

socialmedia,orself-producedcommunicationsso

yaIthinkwehaveourguy"_

Inodded

Me:hehasprovenhimselfsomanytimesandwas

willingtoconvincethecounciltodaythat



everythingisinorderintheroyalhouseonhowhe

wasgoingtodoaloneonlygodknows"_

Shelaughed

her:allI'mgoingtosayisthatI'mproudofyou,you

creatingJobsforyourpeopleandyourealisethere

worthsoGoforit...ItrusthimandIknowhewill

supportyourpositionandrecognizetheroyalhouse

accomplishments"

Me:thankyouma"Ikissedhercheek"youwill

foreverbemynumbercouncil"

Sheshookherhead"andyounotpayingme

enough"

Me:writeyournumberdownandlet'sworkona

budget'



Her:yoooMnguniIneverwinwithyou".Ilaughed

andmademywaytoSbahleroom

ShewasstillsleepingIkissedhercheekandpulled

herbedcover,

ItookoutmyphoneonmywayoutacalledAustin

Him:andIthoughtyoudesertedme"

Me:Ineedyoutodraftmeacontract"

Him:Idon'tworkinHR"

IrolledmyeyesthiswhiteguyMarahecanbeso

gay



Me:pleaseMrFox,"

Him:whatisitfor?Andwhoisitfor?"

Itoldhimeverythingwhiledrivingout

Him:betteryetIdeliverthisinpersonthen"

Me:uyaphi?"

Him:tooseedickhead..Imissyou"

Hesaidinlady'svoiceIlaughed,yepthecompanyi

keep,droppedthecall,Ipackedinsidetheroyal

realmsitwasquoteveryquitenomaidsonsight,if

onlyofcouldbelikethisforeverthisplacegetsto

chaoticattimes



"Ngonyama"_Iwasmeetbyma-TbigsmileMa-T

isshortformamaThabethesheoneofthemajor-

domoTheheadstewardorbutlerintheroyal

househerfamilyhasworkedforthishousefor

generation,Pamlovedherlikeamotherand

Sbahlepreferredeatingfoodcookedbyher,and

sheclosewithMamasoshetheonlyworkerwecall

familyinthishouse,sheleavesintheservant

quotersoutsidewithherhusbandwhoseoneofthe

agriculturalspecialistintheroyalhouseandhis

doinganexceptionalwork.

Me:MamThabetheuyaphila"_

Her:aliveandstrong,andyoumyKinghowyou

doing"

Me:I'mgoodma-Tandthankyouforasking,how

isKoko?"



Shealmostrolledhereyesbutstopped,

Her:theherbsarehelpingfornowwouldyoulike

toseeher"

Me:No...

Shenarrowedhereyes

Me:Imeannotnow,Igotworktodo...Ilookedat

thehouseitslookssportlessclean,

Me:Ineedtousethethroneroomcanyouplease

seetoitthatitsclean ,andmomIneedabout

threeorfourofyourgirlsthatyoutrustfornow,to

helpyouaroundthehouse,Ineedyoutoprepare

foodplattersandrefreshmentforthecouncil,



Shehadapanandpadwithhertakingdown

instruction

Me:themainhalloutsidemustbepreparedwe

havingapressconferencelater,ormaandaskone

oftheheadgorillaguyrdsIneedtohaveaword

withhin"

Shenodded

Me:Ineedonlypeoplewecantrustinthishouse

fromnowon,ihatehearingstoriesaboutwhat

goingoninthisroyalhousespreadalloverthe

community"_

Her:yessir"

Iwalkedupandshestoppedme



Her:mayIgetyousomethingtoeatordrinkyou

lookveerytiredmyking"

Ismiled"yespleaseI'llbeinmystudy"

Shenodded

Imademywaytomystudyandstarteddraftingmy

speechfortoday

.

.

Mzamo***

Ilookedattheemailthatpoppeduponmyemails

Mveloiscallingapressconference,Ismiledtomy



selfhefinallygotballsthiswillbeinterestinghe

didn'tevenaskformyadvisefinallymylittlebirdis

leavingthenest,

Hehasproventobemoreofleaderthenafollower

thisdays,ourpartnersarehappyabouthis

leadershipandhisabilitytoworkunderpressurehe

istrulythesonofJaneandLeo,

ShebangedthebathroomdooragainandI

continuedtolookatmylaptopandpretendedasif

sheisnothear

"Thiswasamistake"shesaid"itsneedtostopI

canhaveyouhavingyourwaywithmeeverytime

youplease"

Shehasbeensingingthistuneforthepasttwo

monthsnow,wefightandfuckandthatgivesme

suchahigh



Her:IneedyoutostopdetectingmylifeI'mnotina

relationshipwithyou"

ThereisthegirlIfellinlovewith,Ilovehowshe

pushandpullmetoherkeepsmeonmytoes_she

nolongerrunaftermeandIenjoythechaise,

Me:IdidnotdetectyourlifeIjustgaveyouajob"

Her:itsnotajobyougavemeacompany...awhole

company..."

Me:itsstillajob"

Her:IwasgoingtomanagepullingmyselfupI

don'tneedMngunihelp..."



Ichuckled

Me:I'mnotMngunisweetheartI'mSmith"

Her:sanedifference"

Me:IneedforyoutounderstandthatI'mnot

MnguniI'mTrevor'sunclefromhismothersside,

weinthisshitbecauseyoumixthetwotogether!!!

"_

Sheputherjeansonwaittherearenotgettingup

shecurvaceousforsuchoutfitandthejeanjust

stucktoherlikeagloveandherassisjuststicking

outfuck,shewasbusytalkingyoherselflooking

forhertop,shehuffedwhenshedidnotseeit,she

tookhershoes,bagsandwasabouttowalkout

Me:lookingforthis"_IheldherT-shirtonmyhand,



Shewalkedbacktomydirectionandwasaboutto

takeitbutIpulledherhandandgotontopofher

Her:Mzamoyousquashingme"shewaspushing

metogetofherbutIheldherhands

Me:....Justlistentomeandstopactinglikeakid"_

Shelookedatmeshewasredwithangerandher

frecklescameoutyoplaytoday

Me:lookwehavesomethingachemistry,youfeel

itandIfeelittoo,whyyoufightingit"

Her:youcan'teventellmeyoulovemeyoujust

wanttobeinbetweenmylegsletsgoofme"

Ibreathoutloud"VeliyouknowhowIfeelabout



you,Ishowyouallthetimewaydoyouneedwords

"_

Igotoffher"becauseIdon'tknowwhereIstand

withyou,youcoldtowardsme,Ilostmyselfonce

tryingtoprovetoyouthatIloveyoubutallyoucare

aboutislaingmedownI'mtiredMzamo"

Me:don'tgivemethatshit!!,youlostyourself

becauseyouwantedtobelongandyoulovedthe

titleofbeingcalledtheMnguniadopteddaughter,

youlostIain'tthereasonyoudid,youwerefar

goneIhavebeentellingyoutimeandtimeagain

thatI'mconnectedtothatfamilybyTrevorthat'sall,

sohowcanIloveawomenwho'snotsurewhere

shebelongsyouwereinfatuatedwiththatroyal

houseandstartedactingmoreofmypuppetthana

partner,ItreatedyouanywayIwantedtobecause

youallowedmeto..."

ShetriedtoslapmeandIheldherhandme:don't



makememad"_Heraftersexlookgaveherthat

glowsheisjustatrueAfricanbeauty,Iletgoofher

handSheputonhertopandwasabouttowalked

outbutstopped

"youchangedafterthemiscarriage"

Me:ItoldyouIdon'twantababybutyoudecided

tofallpregnant,Itoldyouthatmyworldisdark

VeliyouknowthathowamIgoingtofitababyinit,

weweregoodtogetherverygoodyouwere

courageous,gogetter,hardworkerandyouhad

thatfireinyou,IlikethataboutyouandItdriveme

crazytoseeyouatwork,itoldyouIhateweakness

themiscarriagemadeyouweak,vulnerable"

Her:itwasourbabyMzamoIwasstartingtoshow

"

Me:Iknow..."



Iturnedandlookedoutsidethewindow

Shestoopoppositeme

Her:sowhatisthisIcan'tkeeponsleepingwith

youwithoutatitleI'mwomenMzamoIneedatleast

that"

Ilookedather

Me:Igaveyouthatcompanybecauseyouthebest

thereinthiseventorganizingbusinessnotbecause

Iwanttocontrolyou,youcanstandonyourtwo

feetandbeaQueenofyourownempireIneedthat

IneedastrongindependentwomenVelile,Being

anindependentwomanmeansyouneverkeeptoxic

peopleinyourworldforlong.Youcutthemoutas

soonaspossible,becauseyouknowyouarestrong

enoughtosurvivewithoutthem.Youdon'tneed



theirnegativityweighingyoudown.Youdon'tneed

tomakelivingmorestressfulthanitalreadyis.Are

youwillingtobethatwomeninmylife?Becauseif

youcan'tstandupforyourselfthereisthefuckin

door!"

.

.

Sbahle***

Ifeelsouseless,mamagavemeabathdressme

upandfeedme,shesaidshedoesnotmindbuttoo

methatjustwow,Iwasseatingonthecouchand

watchingTVwithathrowonmylowerbodyand

shewasmilesawaywiththebookshewasreading

Her:yousureyouIcan'tgetyouanything"Iguess



shenoticedthatIwasstaringather

Me:I'mfinema,youhavedonesomuchforme

thankyou"

ShesmiledshehastoldmethatMvelowenttosot

ourroyalstuffsincekokoissick,Ifeellikethat

manofminehasalotonhisplate,business,His

lawfirmandnotjustafirmbutalawfirmthatis

expanding,Ithinkitmaybewisetoshutdown

someofthebranchesbutlawyersaregreedyand

theyworkwithmoneyandfollowiteverywhere,

andthereistheroyalhousethatdemandinghisfull

attention,meandZeehisfamilyandthereisbaby

ontheway,itsjusttoomuchforoneman.

Me:mama"

Her:mmmm"



ShewasbusyreadingabooktitledIndian

psychology,shestoppedandlookedatme

Me:MveloandIhavespokenaboutmetakinghis

seat"

Shelaughed

Her:tobekingNO!Whatyouaresayingis

practicallyaswellastheoreticallyIMPOSSIBLE.

Thenearestthingthatcouldhappenisthatthe

womanisaQueenRegnant,whoisrulinginher

ownright.Youwillhaveallthepowers,dutiesand

responsibilitiesthataKingwouldhave."

Me:Imeantjustthat..."

Her:bybirthrightyoushouldhavetakenthatseat

theminuteyougotmarriedbutleadingpeopledoes



notrelayonthebloodinyourveinsitcomeswith

wisdomsandputtingpeoplefirstand

understandingthereneeds,"

Me:I'monlyQueenbynameinthislandsIhaven't

spendthatmuchtimewithmyinthislands"_

Her:howwilltheytrustyouthatyouwillleadifthat

don'tknowyoumychild"

Ibreathoutloud

Her:haydon'tgetmewrongyouhavetheskillof

beingagreatleaderyouarenotafraidtoshareyour

opinionsandspeakyourtruth.Youagoodlistens,

youdon'tallowothersproblemstobringyoudown.

Youarefilledwithkindness,generosity,

compassion,integrity,awillingnesstobevulnerable,

andnotforgettingauthenticity.Nomatterwhatyou

alwaystruetoyourself,buythatisjustpersonal



skillsyouneedtoworkonthesocialskilltobe

Queenregnant"

Inodded

Her:let'swaittillyougivebirthandIwillhelpyou

buildyouup,"

Me:areyouforreal?"

Her:IgotalotoftimeonmyhandnowandIwill

lovetohelpyou,"_

Me:allIeverwantedwasforkokotoseeme

worthytobeaQueenofthislandsandshowme

howtoleadtheMngunitribeyouknowempower

mefortheposition"



Her:youknowihavelearnedthat“Empowerment”

means“givingpowertosomeone;”tomake

someonestrongerandmoreconfident.

Thisnotioncreatesanunevenrelationship.Itturns

apersonthatiscurrentlyonaleadingrolefor

exampleKokoshewastheoneswhopossessthe

powertomakesubordinateswhichisyoufeel

moreconfident.Idon’tbuyintotheideathatleaders

arepowerful,andtherestarepowerless...Tome

Theword“empowerment”isatrap.It’sabeautified

wayofsaying“delegation”thatbooststhe

manager’sego.

Peopledon’tneedpermissiontodogreatwork.

Theydon’tneedtheirsuperiorsorelderstomake

thingshappeneither.WesubordinateorasIcallmy

selfunderdogsofthegamealreadyhavethe

powertoleadanditkillsthembecausetheyneed

us"



Me:noMancantakewhat'sGodhasgivenyou,

WhatGodhasforyounoonecantakeaway.Be

patientalwaysandtrustinHim"

Ismiledthinkingaboutwhatmyfatherheusedto

saythosewordstome

Her:wisewordsbabyAnyonewhothinkshecan

obstruct,prevent,ordefeatGod'splanisonlygoing

toinjurehimself(Exodus15:7;1Sam.)Powerisan

illusionthatresideswhereverwewantitto.The

ideaofempowermentpresumesthatbosses,

leaders,superior'sthinktheyownthepowerand

thatit’ssomethingtheycangive,notsomething

thatresideswithineachperson."

IsmiledandnoddedIwastaken

Her:mostpeoplearedeceivingbypower,Leaders

thinktheyempowertheirpeoplebuttheyfailto



removethebarriersforpeopletothrive.Most

communitylackrealauthoritytomakedecisions,

soIcanhelpbuildyoutobeagreatfemaleleader

butIcanneverempoweryoubecauseyouare

power"_

Me:oohmyGodIcan'twaitnowtogivebirthand

startmytrainingI'msoexcitedrightnow"_

WelaughedMvelowalkedinandlookedlikea

millionrollerwithhisroyalbluslimsuitandwhite

chinescollarshirt,hehadaroyalAfricanprint

scarfaroundhisneck,hewaslookingallsortsexy

butlookedsotired,hewalkedtowardsmeand

kissedmycheek,heliftedmylegsandplacedthem

onhislap

Mama:howdiditgo?"

Mvelo:IneedanewcouncilIcan'tdealwiththose



oldmantheyarethickinthehead"_

Ilaughed"_Itoldyou,theroyalhouseneedsaface

lift"

Him:goodthatyoumentionedthatbecauseafter

yougivebirthyoutheonethatwillneedtodealwith

themdoreshufflingandhandleallroyaldutiesI'm

donetheyaskingtheimpossible"

Mama:like?"

Him:formetoperformmiraclesandmakeitrain...

Oohandgivethemchildren"_

Mamalookedandme:theQueencandothatI'm

sure,"'



Me:Mvelowehavenotmadethisformalitsjust

generaltalk...andyoujustmadeadecisionwithout

me?_

Him:howareyoufeelinghaven'theadyoucryof

painsinceIsetdown"_

Mama:Igavehersomeremedythateasythepain

andthebabybeingoverlyactiveitmightalsohelp

withinducinglabourpainsaswell"

Me:hayyouavoidingthetopic"

Him:didGogouNdonisaywhenweexpectinglittle

Hlelo"_

Mamasmiled"_shesaidSbahleandiwillknow,I'm

soexcitedtoseethis"



Him:letmegorestabit,Ihaveanothermeetingin

fewhourstime"hekissedmeagainandwalkedout

yawning,thiswholethingisweighinghimdown

maybeitshightimeItooksomeoftheloadfrom

him

.

.

Tobecontinued

Chapter112

.

.

Sbahle***

IhadjoinedMveloforanapthisafternoonand

whenIwokeupitwasdarkandIwasaloneinside



ourbedroom,adooropenedalightshinedtrough

andGogoNdoniwalkedinasifsheisthelighther

self,itsmyfirsttimeseeingherinhertruehuman

formthiswomenisgorgeous,truebeautythatis

justoutofthisworld,hergoldlongflowingdress

revealedherbeautifulstructure,

Me:ngiyaphupha"

Shesmiledandsetnexttoandshookherheadshe

hasbeautyspotonherchinthatcomplimenther

beauty

Her:thewaterisreadyforyou"_

Inodded

Me:tellmeaboutwhyImustgivebirthunderwater

Gogo"



Her:BirthintheMnguniculture,isanimportantrite

ofpassageandisthereforetreatedwithdue

respect,honourandcelebration.Traditionally,the

birthingmotherisattendedtobyfallenQueens

underwater,wedothisforthemotherssakeand

baby's,ourbloodismixedwithofbeastandhaving

anormalbirthinahospitalorattendedbymidwife

canleadtodeathtoyouandthebabydueto

painfullabour,underwaterlaboralsoknowas

Buoyancypromotesmoreefficientuterine

contractionsandimprovedbloodcirculation

resultinginbetteroxygenationoftheuterine

muscles,lesspainforthemother,andmoreoxygen

forthebaby.Immersioninwateroftenhelpslower

highbloodpressurecausedbyanxiety..."

Me:soIwon'tfeelpainunderwater'



Her:notatall...Ifyouonewiththewaterandhave

immensefaithallwillgowell"

Hervoicewassoftandcalmingshewasjust

rubbingmytummy,allalongandfeltatpeaceno

painatall,onlymyheartthumpingoutofofmymy

chestmyhandsstartedtrembling

Me:ngiyasaba"

Her:itsyourfirstchildIwouldnotexpectyounotto

be,butfollowmyvoicelistentoitandyouwill

knowthatIwillneverhurtyou,areyounowready

togo.

IfoundmyselfnoddingIwasnotsuretowhatbutI

startednodding

.



.

Mvelo***

Thepressconferencetookforevertofinishwe

startedlatebecauseIoversleptifitwasn'tfor

ThabanirushingtothecabintowakemeupIwould

haveslepttillmorning,Idranktwocansplay

energydrinkbeforeIstartedandideliveredmy

speech,

Ihadtolieandsaykokohasbeenhavingmental

breakdownandbelievedthelandisbewitchedbut

onhonestfactshewashavingdelusionaldisorder,I

promisedthemmobileclinictoruntestonwomen

thatarestrugglingtoconceiveandAldomentioned

thatmanmayalsoruntesttoomeanwhileiurge

everyonetospeaktoourGodsandprayforfertility,



Forthesakeofthefutureofoutpeopleand

community,

Thedryseasonmayberesultingeologicalchange

orclimatechangeaswellbutwillalsoinquirewith

specialistonreasonwhyandlikeallleaderstoshut

everyoneupyouhadtoofferthensomething,soI

hadaskedthatwillgivethemfoodpasselandwater

tankstowatertheirfarmsandcrops,...

Developmentstrategyisstillongoingandwe

planningoncreatingmorejobsforthecommunity

tosaytheconferencewasasuccesswas

understatementInailedit,ahappycommunity

happykingdomright.everyonestartedclapping

andIthankedIwasabruptlydisturbedbyablind

oldmanwhostoopupandstartedrecitinga

massage

~~~~

Likethetouchofrainshewas,



Onaman'sfleshandhairandeyes,

Ihearleavesdrinkingrain;

Ihearrichleavesontop,

Givingthepoorbeneath,

Dropafterdrop;

'Itsasweetnoisetohear,

Thesegreenleavesdrinkingnear.,

AndwhentheSuncomesout,



AfterthisRainshallstop,

AwondrousLightwillfill

Eachdark,rounddrop;

IhopetheSunshinesbright;

Itwillbealovelysight.Sheisheremotherofrains

~~~~~~

Theroomstartedshoutingathimtellinghimtoshut

uptheycalledhimadrunkandtheguardsforcefully

tookhimout,asmuchaswecontinuedwiththe

conferencemymindwasstillwiththatman,Ihave

beencheckingmyphoneeveryafter10mintosee

ifIdon'thavehaveanymassagesfrommamabut



nothing,Icontinuedtoansweredtheirendless

questionandwefinallywrappedupat18:50,wow

whatalongday.

Thabani:youhandledthatverywellsir"

Me:Ihopethatthecommunityiscertified"

IwasshakinghandswitheveryoneandThabani

wastellingmewhoiswho,Ihavenoideawhat

kokowasdoingonthischairbecauseshehasnot

doneanythingatallbuthostmeetingwithout

deliveringonepromise.

MeandThabanistartedwalkingbacktoroyal

houseItwasnotalongdistance,besidesIwasto

exhaustedtobebehindawheel,guards

surroundingusofcauseandushersusinside



Me:whowasthatoldman?Thatspokeaboutthe

rain?"Iaskedhim

Him:justaretiredprophet,afterhisfamilywas

killedtduringtheroyalwarthatwasdonebythe

lateQueenNomkhweI,helosthismindandeye

sight,butoldstoriessaythathewasoncepowerful

'_

Me:Isee,Iwillneedhisdetailsmaybewillpay

himavisitandpaymyrespect"

Him:yeboNkosiyami"_

WemadeourtowaystudyIhadtofilethis

documentandalsogiveThabanihiscontract.

Heplacedmylaptopanddiaryonmydeskand

lookedatme



Him:isthereanythingyouwishIhelpyouwith"_

Me:oohbeforeyouleaveThabaniIwouldlikeyou

tolookatthisplease"_

Igavehimhisdocsandheopenedandreadthem

whileItextedthiswhiteman,

"_ozywhereareyou'

Him:idinninghallI'mwithsbu"

Ifeltmymouthcurvingasmile

Thabani:ooohNkosi!!...Thisis...Youwantmeto

beaPublicRelationRepresentativefortheMnguni

royalhouse?"_



Me:yes"

Him:Idon'tknowwhattosay?"

Me:itwillbegratehornerifyousayyes,thereis

nooneIseefeettorepresentthishousethanyou"

Him:therearesomanyzerosinthissalary

package"

Me:ThabaniIneedanswersassoonaspossible..

Iwillgiveyoufewdaystothinkaboutitthan..."

Him:yes.yesI'llIaccept"_

Igavehimapantosign,Iwalkedhimtroughhis

package,hisgettinganewhouseinNgonyama



developmentestate,acar,petrolcar,cellphone

allowanceandtravelingexpenseswillbeallpaid

for"

Me:I'mhappywithyourdressstyleyoualmost

lookgoodasme,"_

heheldhisfaceandlaughed

Me:butshouldyouneedanewsuitthecompany

designerscontactdetailsareinpage6,"

HeheldhisheadandlookedathiscontractIdoubt

hewasreadingbuthewasjustoverwhelmed

Me:areyougood?"_

Him:thankyou...Thankyousomuchyoudon't



knowhowmuchyouhavechangedmylife"

Ismiledandoffershimahandshake

Me:"welcometoMngunilogistics,seniorPublic

RelationsOfficer.."_heshookmyhandwith

Tremblinghands

Me:Justgivemetwodaytoprepyourofficeitwill

beatMngunilogistictowersdowntown,butfeel

freetocomeandgoasyoupleasehere,most

meetingwillbeheldbyyoutilltheQueenSbahleis

fitenoughtostartherduties,anythingyouneed

youcancallMe,MrSmith,theQueenormama

Khumalo,butItrustyouwilldojustfine."_

Henodded

Me:thelastpageIneedtosubmitittoanonline



varsitytoenrollyouonshortcausetogiveyou

basics,andyoumaycontinuetostudyonline

startingofnextyeartoobtainaQualification...Do

youhaveanyquestions?"_

HewasnotevenlookingatmebutsigningIgave

himhiscopyandtookmine,scannedandemailit

toourHRdepartment,hewastoohappybecause

hekeptonstoppingandholdinghischestandhis

knees"isthisreallyhappening"heaskedstill

thinkinghisinadream

Ilaughed"doyouwantmetoasksomeonewho

candriveyouhome?"

Him:I'lldriveveryslowThankyouagainSir,"

Me:justcallmeMvelo..Youreallymakingmeold

withthisNkosiyamiandsir...."



HechuckledandwalkedoutIwasabouttoturnand

gotothedinninghallwhenfeltheadachethat

almostknockmedown,theoldblindmansvoice

ringedinmyear

~~~

Likethetouchofrainshewas,Onaman'sflesh

andhairandeyes,Ihearleavesdrinkingrain;

~~~

"haywhatup?whatwrong"Ilookedupandwas

meetbySbuIsmiledandhuggedhim

Me:itssogoodtoseeyou"

Him:youwerecryinglikeabitchwhatthefuckhas



Sbahleturnedyouinto?_

Ichuckledhestilllookedlikeahobowithhis

unshavenbeard,hestilllookskinnyashellwith

bonesstickingoutbutI'mjustgladhishere,we

walkedbackinsidetotalk,

.

.

Makhumalo***

DamnthisfatigueisakillerIjustpassedoutonthe

couchsounexpectedlyandIfeellikeIwasrunover

byatruck,

IlookedaroundthehousewasdarksoIstoodup



closedcurtainsandswitchlightonineveryroom

thetimewas20:10yoohowlongwasIout?That

puzzlingIdon'tsleeplikethis.

Imademywaytoeveryroomandswitchedthe

lightson,Iopensthemainbedroomafter

switchingthelightiwaswelcomedwithawetfloor

itwaswetfootstep,theslidingdoorwaswideopen

Istartedpanicking,

Me:Sibahle..."Istartedoffcallinghersoftly

hoppingshewillemergefromanywhereinthis

roomandlikealightingIstartedshoutinghername

likeamadwomenstartedrunningtoeveryroom

bloodyhellIjustsawwetfootprintsonthefloorthe

slidingdoorwaswildopenIrushedoutsideandI

couldseeriverfrom whereIwasstandingooohmy

godhowcouldNdonisidelinemelikethis

"Mvelo..."



Idecidetocallhim,oohmyGodNgonyamais

goingtoeatmetonight,howcanIfallasleephe

trustedmewithhispreciousSbahleandthis

happened,sheiskidnappedbyancestorsundermy

nose

Him:mamawhatwrong?"

Me:"sheis....Sheisgone..."

Him:who'sgone?"

Me:"Sbahle...Sheisgone...Mvelo"

.

.
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Mvelo***

Ifeltmyheadspinning,whatthefuckdoesmama

meanwhenshesaysshegone...Howcanawhole

heavilypregnantwomenjustvanishintothinairshe

bloodycan'twalkhowIsthispossible,Ifoundmy



selfsmashingtheglasstoawall,hisangryvery

angryI'mtakingmymindtohappyplacebuthis

controllingeverybeingofme.IfonlyIknewthat

himmatingwithSbahlewillgivemespitpersonality

Iwouldn'thavegonetroughwithit.

Sbu:wooooheasytiger'

Hestoodupandcametome,

IfyouaskmeNoonelikestobecontrolled,Itjust

usurpsmyabilitytoactusingmyownfreewill,

rightnowIwanttotellSbuwhatgoingonbutI'm

afraidthathisvoicewillcomeoutinstead,

I'mhavingchestpain,I'mstrugglingtobreathmy

handsareonmyknees,

Sbu:Ntwanazikhiphani?"_hisbrushingmyback



andthataloneagitatemeevenmore

Ngonyamaiscontrollingmythoughts,emotions

andmybehaviourrightnow,I'msweatingand

shakingmybreathingisnotnormalIfeellikeI'm

beingmanipulatedbyanotherpersonandis

stealingeveryounceofwhoIam.The

manipulationissooverpoweringthaticaneven

starttosuffershameofwhatmymindistelling

mewhattodorightnow,negativeself-talkisso

loudIcan'tevenhearmyselfthink,itnofaultof

myownthisreallyfeelslikeanunhealthyandone-

sidedrelationshipthatIhavewithNgonya.

sbu:talktome'panicinhisvoiceisevidence

DoIreallyfeelliketalkingrightnowordoIwantto

tearandripsomethingapart,Ifeltmybreathing

soundchangingismoreofagrowlingsound



"Letgoforhim...run,getyourbloodheatedup,join

meoutside"

Ilistedtothevoiceit'swaslikeaninnerconnection

orinnervoicewhenIlookedbehindSbuandAustin

IsawmygrandfatherSomdalahistheonethat

talkingtome

Somdala:youdoinggratefocusonmyvoice

breathandspeakveryslow"

Austin;breathdudeoryouwillhaveapanicattack

justbloodybreathdamnit"_

Me:mymedicationisonmysidedrawerinmy

roomAustinpleaseopenthedoorandgetmewater

,Isetdown,SburanupstairsandAustintheother

direction



IwalkedoutandlookedatSomdala

Him:sethimfree"_

Istartedrunningandthemoremybloodheatedup

myheartratepumpingathighspeedandthe

thoughtofSbahlegoneunderwaterIletout

NgonyamaandIroarasIfelthismanecomein

contactwithmyface,

Somdala:letitoutandrunhimtoexhaustion"itwas

likehisinmyheadasItookoffbrakingtrees,

makingtheearthcrackundermypawsscaringany

leavingbeinginthisforest,thisismylandIrule

andIownitthathowIfeltbutrageandangerwas

overpoweringmesomuch.

.



.

Sbahle***

Shewasholdingmyhandallalongwhilewewere

walkingIfeltasifI'mmyself,nopainatall,Ieven

forgotthatI'mpregnantbutwasremindedbythis

hugebellyinfrontofme.

,GogiNdoniwashummingasongthatmadethe

denseforesttreesdance,whenIlookedupthe

starsshinesobrightandwereinlineyoucould

swearthatthemoonisup,Iheardamissivesound

ifwaterwavesandtheminuteIwalkedonthesoft

muddysandHlelodecidedtoeruptinmystomach,

Me:aaaaah..."Iscreamedandstoppedwalking,

whileIwasholdingtheothersidehemovetothe

other,Iswearthathisclawsarepullingmyinside,I

stoppedandkneeleddown,



Me:gogopleasemakehimstop,aaaaaah,"_Ifelt

mylegswetoohmygodmywaterjustbroke.

Gigo:wealmosttherecomemybaby"

IshookmyheadIwascryingIwantedthisbabyout

ofmeasinnowIlookedatmytummyitwas

movingitlikeIcouldseerighttroughit"ooohmy

god...Gethimoutnow...Aaaaaah"_

GogoletgoofmyhandandrantothewaterI

lookedatthewaterfallitwasbeautifulitIfelt

connectedtoititlikemybreathingmoveditit,the

waterstatedmovingcausingthewindtoswellupi

lookedatgroupofshort-periodwaterwaves

createdbywindsblowingclosetoshore,closely

comingincontactwithme,thensuddenlythe

watermovedupformingatollofmassivetornado,

rapidlyrotatingwaterthatisincontactwithboth



thesurfaceoftheclosetothesky,

Me:oohmyGod"_

Gogo:don'tholdyoubreathorpaniclistentome,

breathinandoutandhummmtothatbaby...Doit

now.."

Ididassheinstructedwhileshecalledoutthe

Mnguniclannameitwasasifweintunewe

connectedmeandherandhlelo,hemovedtoour

tunetooandjustlikethatIsawemergingfrom

undertheintheWatertornado,herlowerbodybig

yellowandwhitewithscalesshestilllooklike

royaltyonherupperbody

"_NgenaninathiboMnguniboyeyeye..."_Iheard

multitudeslionroaratthesametimewhenImoved

myheadonmysidethegreatwhitelionsstoodon

thesureandstartedtoroarandthemoretheydid



thatthemoreHlelotwistedmystomachgivingme

themostunbearablepainthereis

MyeyeslandedonNgonyamaherantowardsme

beforehecouldreachmeawaveofwaterliftedme

upandIwentunder,hisroarwasaggressiveand

carriedsomuchangerthantheotherlions,thelast

thingIsawwashiseyes,Ifeltmybodygettingso

weak

.

.

Makhumalo****

Me:whereisMvelo!!!"



"whatgoingonma"

SbuaskedmewhenIarrivedattheroyalhouse,he

doesnotlookgood,skinnyandthatdirtylook

makeshimlookveryoldIneedtohaveawordwith

hishisgrievingisgoingtodestroyhim.

Me:idon'tknowtheforcesaregreaterthenus,

WhereisMvelo!!"_

Austin:holdup,Hle-hlealsohasacalling"_

Me:AustinIdon'tknow,thereislotonmystery

goingonhereI'mlearningasIgoalongaswell"_

Sbu:amathamboathinima?"

Me:itsnotancestralrelatedcallingIhaveVailoni



can'tseetroughitall,thishastodowithdivine

spirituality,"

Austingasped"andthebaby?"

Me:boysstopaskingmequestionsIdon'thave

answersfor,cansomeonetellmewhereisMvelo???

"_

Theylookedatmeandshrunkshoulders

Me:andyoutellmethisnow...Nxa!I'llbeinthe

ancestralroom"

Imademywayoutsidemyheadwastryingtopiece

everythingtogether,itnouselightingimpephoand

connectingwithabaphansi,theywon'tshowme

anything,sincethedivineVailisblockingus.



IfeltlikeIwasloosingmymind,allIwanttoknow

isthatsheOK,Itookoutmyphoneandcalled

Ngozu,shehassomeexplainingtodo.

Her:powerfulsorcererfromthesouth"

Irolledmyeyes

Her:ithasstartedwiththebirthofthechilditwill

happenedwithinthenext24hours"_

Me:whydotheytakehernow"_

Her:itsallpartofthecreatorsplan"_

"tellmewhatyouknowpleasewhathappening

underthere?"



Her:thebirthritualsdoneunderwateryouwillneed

toconnectwithherancestorthymighttellyouon

howlongshewillstayunderaftergiving"_

IshookmyheadIcan'tfeelorconnectwith

somdalahowamgoingtoknowthat?

Shethentoldmetoholdonforawhileshewillget

backtomesheneedtoseeandconnectwiththe

wateronherside,shedroppedthecall,andIjust

setthereesigodlweniandlookedintospace.

TwohourslatershecallsmewhileIwaswalking

aroundthegardentryingtofindNkosiyabantu,

Iansweredafterthefirstring

"powerfulsorcererfromthesouth



,ireceivednewsfromthewater,theleaving

goddessisonewiththewater,Thegoddessisvery

muchalive,herfeminineessenceresidesinthe

riversandintheheartsofthosewhocalluponher

energytodayandwillbelikethatforendlessof

times,shestillundergoingtroughlabourpainsshe

hasnotdeliveredasyet,sheiskeptsafeinthe

heartoftheriverandsurroundedbyherfallen

Queen,wisdomandknowledgewillbepassedonto

her,aftershehasgivenbirthshewillthencome

facetofacewiththemotherGoddessofthewaters

."

Me:thissoundslikedayifnotweeks,hislongwill

thisbe?"_

Her:idon'thaveanswersforthatalliwastoldis

thatThespiritofOshunisoftenheartbroken

becausesheloveswitheveryfiberofherbeing,and

yetsheneverfindssomeonewhocanloveherthe

samewayback...youneedtomakeanofferingto



showhergratitude,respect,hornerandlove...

Whenrespectedandproperlyinvoked,Oshunholds

thekeystolove,success,prosperity,ifyou’retrying

toinvoketheMothergoddess,makesureyou

alwayskeepherhappy.Inotherwords,donotmake

Oshunapromiseyoucannotkeep.Loveher;be

loyaltoherandbemindfulofyourwishes,sheis

goingtobeonewiththeleavingGoddessandher

spiritwillemergewithhers,ItsbestyoutellThe

kingthis,hisloveforhiswifeishiskeypowertolift

herunderthewater,

Willarriveinfewdaytimeswiththedevoteetopay

ourrespecttothenewleavinggoddess,beblessed

mysister"_

ShedroppedthecallbeforeIcouldaskmore

questionsaboutthishowisitdone,whatoffering

isneeded...What?didshesayshecominghere?

.



.
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.Sbahle***



'Peoplehavebeenhavingbabiessincethedawnof

man'I'dhearwomensay,'Stopmakingsuchabig

dealoutofsuchanaturalthing'Yes,pregnancyis

absolutelynaturalbutsoisdyinginchildbirth,I'm

underwaterI'mdriftingwithacurrent,I'mholdingon

tomygrandmotherin-lawwhoisalsohalfhuman

halfsnake,Ican'tkeepmyeyesopenbecauseof

thewater.

IcanstillrecallgoingtomyDrforacheckupwith

Mvelo,Drwashappywithmeandhowthebaby

wasdeveloping,sheevengavemeanestimated

duedate,SeptemberSpringmonthofwhenmy

babywillbedeliver,MyentirepregnancyIkept

askingmydoctorhowbadlaborwouldbe.she

responded,"Ipromiseyouitwon'tbethatbad."

ThenIwouldproceedtotellherthatIwouldnot

haveanepisiotomy,norwouldIhaveac-section.I

wasdeterminedthatitwasgoingtobe100percent

myway,I'mgoingtobeanewMonIknowbutI

workwithprecision



andplanning,Ihatesurprisebecauseyounot

alwaysgetwhatyouwishfororplanfor,Mydoctor

andIplannedeverythingtoaT,itwasnotsuppose

tobelikethis.

Thewaterdriftedwithmeupanddown,roundand

round,funnyIwasnotoutofbreathordrowning

butIwasonewithwater,

Thecontractionswerecomingstrongandtoclose

asImoveddowntillshefinallyslowingdown,

whenIopenedmyeyesIwasinanunderwater

cave,thewaterwasstillverydeepbutgogoNdoni

heldmebymywaistsheplacedmeonrockunder

watermylowerbodywasstillunderneaththewater

onlymyshouldersandheardwereoutthewater

wassowarm,almosthotanditfeltsogood.

Her:lookatmebaby"Islowlyopenedmyeyesand

lookedather,



Her:itnotyettimejustbreathformeokandwhat

everyoufeeldonotpushorspreadyourlegstoo

much

Ididasinstructedsheleftmefloatingonthisdam

look-alikeinthecaveundertheriverwhileshe

swimtothesurfaceshepulledhersnakebodyout

notallofitjustenoughtoallowhertoshifting

"aaaaah!!!Mmmmm!!!"ShescreenedinegonyI

lookedathershewasinpainashersnaketail

separatedintotwotorevealhertwolegs

Me:areyouOK"

Shegavemefaintsmile

"Transformingtowatergoddessissimpleandpain



freebutwhenIneedtousemylegs,Itfeellikemy

limbsarebraking,"_

Ilookathertryingtostandbutherlegswere

wobblyandshewasinsomuchpain,Itouchedmy

stomachandbreathinandout

Me:sowhereamI"

Her:undertheriver,thiscaveonlygetsfloodedif

oneifusgetsangryitsGodcreatingtohavedry

landsundermovingwater,thishasbeenthesacred

birthplaceforallofourfuturekings"

Me:evenMvelo".shesmiledannoddedIrested

myheadbackandtookinthepain,shewaslighting

afire ,IwascursingandregrettingwhydidIopen

mylegsforMvelo,GodifonlywasItoldthatlabour

painsarethisintenseiwouldhaveremaineda

virginmywholelife,thiswomendidnotpauany



attentiontomebuttoldmetobreathinsteadof

takingoutthemonsterfromme.

.

.

Mvelo***

Ilookedatherbeingtakenunderwaterandthere

wasnothingIcoulddo,noGoodbye..No

reassurancethatallofthiswillgoOK,notime

frameofhowlongshewillbeunder,Ijustsetthere

watchingtheriverasifsomeonewillcomeand

wakemeupfromthisbaddreamI'min.

Don'tgetmewrongIknewthisdaywillcomebutits

thefearoftheunknownthatdrivingmecrazy,I

guessifsomeonewasinmyshoestheywillknow,I



havelostsomuchinmylifethatIcannotthinkI

willsurviveanotherdeathorloss,Sbahleisthat

lightinmylifethatjustmakeseverythingo'right,

GogouNdonitookherexactlysomethingto8:00

orwasisafterbutitwasatnight.andeversince

lastnightihavenotleftthisplacemybodyisstuck

here,I'mhopingandwishingthatsheisOK,maybe

thatthereasonwhyIdon'twanttomoveamuscle

itsbecauseIdon'tknowifsheis.

itsalmostbrakeofdawnnowtheskyischanging

andIseeaglimpseoflightfightingwiththedarkto

conetrough,I'mjuststarringatmysurroundings

theriver,thewaterfallthethethreestheSky's,I'm

lostwithouther,mytearshasnotstoprunning

down,Ihavenosleepnohungerjustmyheart

yearningtobeonewithSbahle

"_Mvelo"



Ididnotanswerhim,hisbeennaggingmeand

tellingmethatmanarenotallowedtobeseatedin

aplacewhereawomengivesbirthin,

"_Mvelo...Customsandtraditiondonotallowyou

tobehere,thisplaceisforfemales..."_

IlookedatSomdalaandshookmyhead"_what

exactlydoyouknowaboutthisprocess?"_

Him:wewerenevertoldsincewewereyoung,

fallenQueenscomeinthenightandtakeaQueen

thatareduetogivebirthandtheyreturnherafter

days"

"youtellingmethatyouhavebeenmarriedto

GogoNdoninotoncehaveyouaskedherwhat

happenedunderwaterwhenshegavebirthtoyour

children?"



Him:Mvelothewayourpeopleliveisnotthesame

ashowwesternpeopledothings,itsatabootobe

inpresenceofawomengivingbirthandtoeventalk

andaskwherebabycomefromandhowtheycome

out..Itsagainstthecustomarilylaw,ithasbeen

likethatforcenturiespassedonfromfather'sto

son,thisplaceissacredplaceonlywomenare

allowedhere"

Me:Ineedtobealonenow"

Hebreathoutloud,"youneedtoprepareforyour

sonceremony"

Me:onceIholdhiminmyarmsIwill"_

Him:Mvelothisisnotthetimetoactchildish!!"



Istoodupandlookedathim

"INI!!!"Ialmostbitehisheadoff

"Mvelo...Youneedtostepawayfromthatriverwith

thatangeruyangizwa"_

Ilookedupitwasmamaandshewasangry,she

pulledmebythehandandmademefollowher

Mama:DlondloIhavebeensummoningyou"_

Somdala:asyoucanseewomenI'mbusy"_

Wewalkedawayfromtheriverfarenoughtobein

thewetsandbutcloseenoughtostillseeit"

Mama:Ihavealottoworryaboutthanyoutwo



constantlyfighting,Mveloyouknewthisdaywill

comeandIhavebeenpreparingforitformonths

now,wehavealotofworktodo"__

Welookedathershewasbreathingheavilywasshe

running,

Her:shewilltakemaybecloseto24hrstogive

birthandshewillspendfewdayunder"

Me:forwhat?"_

Her:AfterthebirthSbahleandthebabyare

secludeduntilthecordfalls,"

"Howlongwillittake?..Day?"Iaskedher

Shenodded"10to14daysmaybe,meanwhilewe



needtoprepareceremonyforHlelo"

Me:youtellingmeIwillonlyseemybabyafterthe

cordfalloff"_

Her:yes,andyouwifetoo...Therearelotof

factorsthatarearestakehereandIhopewegetthe

processcorrect"

Me:I'mconfused"

Her:soamI...ButI'mtryingtobestrategic,solet

gooverthistogethersowecangetitright,"

Ilookedather

Her:Mvelo...WeneedSbahleoutofthatwateras

soonadthebabycordfallsoff,theminuteshestart



enjoyingbeingunderitwillbehardtopullherout,

soIneedyoutofocusandworkwithmehereOK"

Inoddedandrubbedmyhandstogethermadea

shortprayerandlookedatmama

"let'sgoovertheplanagain"_

Shesmiled

Her:shestillcurrentlyinlabourandhasfewhours

lefttogivebirth"_

Inodded

Somdala:theminutethathappensthefallenlions

willstarttoroarthereisaritualthatisdoneunder

bythefallenQueens,soourdidewejustwaittill



thecordfallsoff'_

Mama:andhowwillweknowthat"_

Somdala:Ndoniwilltellus"_

Me:sothereisnothingthatwedo'

Somdala:wellnotnothingwestillneedtodo

umsebenzrwenkabaendimbelekoandnaming

ceremony

Me:what?"

Somdala:soyoudoknowthatInMnguniculture,

cattleandgoatsaresacredbecausetheyprovide

meat,milk,hidesforclothesandsymbolisethe

unitybetweenthehumanmaterialworldandthe



spiritualworldofuniversalgodsandtheancestors.

Whenababyisborn,hewillslipsthroughthetwo

worldsasitwereintothepresentsocialcommunity,

bringinggiftsofcharacterandrecentconnections

withthespiritworldandevenancestorsthatwill,

overtime,differentiatehimfromanyotherhuman

being."

Me:OK"

Somdala:Inkaba”istheritualofburyingthecord

andtheplacentaandthishasgreatsignificanceto

theclanandsealstheattachmentofthebabytohis

ancestrallands.“Inkaba”thencomestomeanone’s

ancestralhomeandsymbolisestherelationship

betweentheindividual,hisclan,thelandandthe

spiritualworld.Theburialplaceofan‘Inkaba’isa

placewhereonemustgoanddreamand

communicatewithancestors.and

Theritualof“Imbeleko”istheceremonywelcoming



thechildintothegreatercommunity,whenagoatis

slaughteredandtheclanisinvitedtoattendthe

feast.Theskinofthegoatthenbecomesasacred

itemforthenewclanmember,thebaby,whowill

sleeponitinthefutureintimesoftrouble,

signifyingadesireforconnectionwiththe

ancestors."

Inodded"andthenamingisitimportantmeand

Sbahlealreadynamehim"

Him:Hlelothenamewillbehissecondname,his

firstnamemustbenamedwithafamilyprefix,or

suffixandmaybenamedtosignifyevents,likea

thunderstormorlightening,orwishesthefamily

mayhave”.Aclan“Praise-Singer”,whois

comparativetoaBardincelticculture,willcallupon

theancestorsandvocallyelaborateonallthe

ancestors’featsofexcellenceandpraiseworthy

qualities,soastoimbuethenewmemberofthe

clanwithasenseofherresponsibilitytothegroup



atanearlyage."

Me:Isee""

Mama:bysayingclan“Praise-Singer”,youtalking

aboutimbongi?...Idon'tthisthisgratevillageof

ourshasone

Somdalalaughed"wedo,itjustthatourfutureking

istoomodernisedtoknowsuch"

Mvelo:OKIwilllookforone"

Mama:OKIguesswegettingsomewherenow,let's

talkaboutthepinkelephantOshun,sinceHlelois

doneanddusted"_

Ifrownedjustthenameofthatthingmakesme



wantyopullmyhairoff

Somdala:weknowthatsheisinsidetomergewith

herpowersrightandOshunholdsthosepowers?_"

Wenodded

Me:betweenthetimeshegivesbirthandthetime

thebabycordfallsoffwewaitright?butnowwill

SbahlecomeoutliketherestoftheQueensthat

gavebirthunderorwillshestaylongerbecauseof

Oshun?"_Ilookedatmama

Mama:Oshunwilllethergosinceshehastofulfill

herQueenandgoddessdutiesoutside,youhave

madeitalleasyforusandmadeSbahleQueen

regentifthethroneandpowerbelongstoQueen

thatalonegaveusanupperhandandanadvantage

weallknowthatthemothergoddessisafeminist

shefightforwomen'sequalityandrights,soby



Sbahlebeingonthethroneitmeansthatherplans

ofshapingsocietyarecomingtoplay"

Somdala:butitallstartwithyou"

Helookedatme

"me?"

Mama:youneedtodoanofferingtothemother

goddessdeclareyourundyingloveforyourwife

andyourwishes,andhowyouwilltreathermoving

onwards,makeherbelievethatyouareasuited

partnertobewithher"

Me:thateasyitwillbelikesayingmyvowstoher

justthatiwillbetalkingtotheriverandnottomy

wifegoddess"



Mama:youwillneedtopictureherinyourheard,

rememberyoumakingapromisethatyoumustnot

brake,andpleasedon'tgiveherfalsePromise's,

don'tforgetthatyoulettingoutablessingandterror

tomankindshewillbesoonwalkthislandsifyou

brakethatpromisehellwillbrakelose,"

Somdala:shewillbepowerfulthanGogoNdoni,

shewillhavethefullpowerofrivers,sevenseas,

lakesanddams,becarefullwhatyoudeclaretoher,

youhumanyoumakemistakemakeherawareof

that"

Mama:bydoingthisitmeansuyamuukhunga

acceptingthenewhernow,andthankingtheGod's

fortrustingherwithsuchpower

Inodded

Somdala:welloncethehardpartisoverwe



prepareacoronationceremonyforher,youhave

announcedtothepeopleandcouncilthatyou

givingherpowertobeQueenregent,sothisneed

tobedonesheneedstotakethatseat"_

Mamanodded

Mama:soherewehaveittherearefourceremony

thatneedtobedonethatday

1.youwillneedtomakeofferingtothenewleaving

goddessdeclaredyourlovetoher(kumele

umkhunge)

2.ShewillcomeoutwithbabyHlelo,sheWillneed

havethecordwithherthatwillneedtoburiedand

willdoumsebenziwenkaba

3.TherewillbethenamingandwelcomingofHlelo



totheroyalhouseandkumeleenzelwenembeleko

aswell"

4.Sbahlethroneceremonywilltakeplaceatalater

stageoncesheisfittotakeherseat"_

Me:wow!"

Mamabreathoutloud"oohmyGodwefigureit

out"

Somdala:thankyoumakhumalo,youdidgoodifit

wasn'tforyouIdon'tknowhowweweregoingto

cope,"

Mamanoddedandsmiled

Somdala:Ineedtoinformthefamilyaboutthis..



Mveloehlisaulaka,Sbahkeisingoodhands,Itrust

mywifewithmylife,shehasfoughtforthisfamily

morethenwemanhave,gogetsomerestwegot

fewfewdaytoprepeverythingup"

Me:thankyouforbeingpatientwithmeand

understandingmytemper"

Him:youwouldn'thavebeenmybloodifyoudid

nothavethattemper"Ilaughedashewalkedaway

anddisappears

Ilookedatmama"thankyou"

Her:shutupandgivemeahug"

Her:Ineedyoutobath,eat,sleepandpray,when

youwakeupyoudoitalloveragaintillwehere

fromNdoniandwecomebackheretogetyour



Queendoyouhearme"

"yesmam"

.

.

Tobecontinued...ThebirthofthePrince

[sorryofanyspellingerrorjustcrackedthescreen

ofmylaptopZihlobo... ]
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.

.Sbahle***

"gogo...Uuuih...Pleeeesegethimouut"



Iwascryingandscreaming

"ohhowIhateMvelofordoingthistome,I'm

goingtokillhim.I'mreallygoingtoputaknifeon

hisballsandputtheminablenderandmixit

orangejuiceanddrinkit,"

Gogo:what?"

GogoNdonilaughedatme...Oohshehastimeto

laughandenjoyingseeingmeinpain,itsBeen

hoursinthebloodywaterandshenotwillingtotake

thisanimalout

"Aaaaaaaaaaah!"

Breath...Breath...FuckI'mtiredofbreathing



"whatthatsmell"

thisroomwassmelinglkeasangomahousenow

withMpephosageandcablesoohwhatthefuckI'd

shedoing...Preparingformydeathclearlythey

thinkingofsacrificingmetothesnakewomenwho

wantsmylife...

Iwillkillthem...Iwillkillthemall,IfeellikeI'm

loosingmymindrightnow,

"awemah....Ineedmymommy...Somebody

please..getherforme"

Gogo:itallmostoverbabyjustrememberthatNo

oneisclosertoGodthanawomaninlabor,how

aboutyouputthatfocusintoprayermysweety"_



InoddedandyesGodhowcouldIforgerhim,this

feelslikeararemoment,asmylaborswiththe

Creatortobirthanewlife,theveilbetweenheaven

andearthfeelsmuchthinnerandimayfindmy

saints,ingreatcloudofwitnesses,ihavenever

seemedclosertoheavenasIamright,oohyesits

painfulashellbutlordplease..

Her:Ican'thearyoufromhere...Asthetwosouls

andbodiespreparetoseparateandbondinanew

way,nowisawell-appointedtimetoaskforspecial

blessingsforyoursoon-to-be-bornlittleoneandfor

theloveyouwillshare,aswellastoaskforthe

strengthyouandyourspousewillneedtoparent

thatchild."

"Uuuuuuuh....I'mtryingI'mtryyyyyingtopraybut

thepainistookmuchis...Gethimoutofme"

He:focusSbahleonmyvoicecloseyoueyesand

praynow..Irecommendtryingtolimityouwish



andprayerstothree,justsoyoucantrulyfocuson

eachone..."

OK...OK...OK"EternalGod,pouroutyour

blessingsuponmeasIgivebirthandshowgrace

andmercytomychild.MayIbefilledwithjoyasa

newlifeenterstheworld.MayIrelyonyourgrace

tohelpmeraisethischild.MayIdemonstrateyour

lovetothem.ThroughJesusChristourLord,Amen.

"

Her:Besidesprayingforyourchildandsoon-to-be

expandedfamily,placebeforeGodandyour

ancestorsthespecialintentionsyouchooseto

bringwithyou"

"gogoplease".Shelaughedandhelpedmetakeof

mydress

Gogo:itstime'IwasnakedunderwaterandI



suddenlyfelteyesonmeIlookedaroundIwas

meetbyalotofeyedonme,

Me:Gogo...Whoarethispeople"

Gogo:fallenQueens"_

Me;amIdead"

"noSbahleyounotbutittimetogivebirthnow"I

lookedupshelookedlikePambutabitgrownup

Me:Pam?"

Shesmiled"I'myourmotherinlaw..Mvelomother,

nicetomeetyoumydaughterin-law"

Idroppedmymouthandshesmiled



IfelthandonmythighsandIpanicIlookeddown

andiwasmeetbyGogoNdonieyessheriseup

fromthewater

Gogo:letgetoutofthisrock"

Shehelpedmedown,insteadofmyfeetfloating

feltsomethingsoftthatIstoodontopof

Gogo:thatjustmeopenyoulegsmychild"

Me:Ican'tIthinkIneedtogotothetoilet'_

Her:thatthebabywantingtocomeout.Soopen

youlegsandkneeldownandholdontomy

shoulder"_



Sheliftedherlowerbodysothatmyheadwillbe

abovethewaterwhilemylowerbodywasunder,

shelookedatme

Gogo:nowpushmychild"

Ididseveralattemptbutnoluck,Iwastiredand

angrybuteverywomeninthisroomhavebeenvery

supportiveandencouragingtonotfiveup,each

pushIdiditfeltliketheywerepushingwithme

,ithelpedbeingunderwaterbecauseIwasfloating

Gogowaspatientwithmethoughout,shehasmad

skillfordayswhenitcomestothisisaluteher,

afterwhatitfeltlikeforeverandMeloosingmyair

shelookedupatme

Gogo:wegoingtogoundernowsoyouwillcatch

yourbaby,onebigpushandcatchyouprinceok'



Ismiledthiswasamazingsheslowlywentunder

withmeIremamberdnottopanicshelookatme

andandcountedwithherhands1...2...3...Push,I

gaveitmyallfelthimconeoutandIlookeddown

andhewasfloatingunderwaterIcatcheshimwhile

werestillconnectedtogetherbytheumbilicalcord

thiswasthemostamazingmomentinmylife.

westayedasecondOrtwounderwaterandgogo

lifterusup,Iwasacryingmess,

"hesobeautiful"

Gogo:justlikehismom'

Mvelomom:hayandmyson'

Ilookedatmybabyhewassopinkandbeautiful,

hissosmallhiscriesweresobeautifullikemusic



inmyearthatalonegavemyheartsomuchjoy

"comechildlet'sgetyououtofthatwaterthey

carriedmeout,therewasamattressonthefloor

withwhitesheets,theonlylightherewasthe

candlelightimpephowassooverpowering,

Everyfemaleinthisroomhadaroletoplaywhich

mademeunderstandandrealizetheimportanceof

thisMngunibirthculture,isindeedanimportantrite

ofpassageandisthereforetreatedwithsomuch

respect,honourandcelebratedTraditionally,after

theyplacedmesafelyonthemetresiwasattended

bygogoNdoni.

Gogo:wecattingthecordbetweenyoutwoI

nodded,shecutitoneoftheotherlady'stookthe

cryingHlelofrommyarmsanotherwasbetween

mylegs,iwastwoexistedtoaskwhat'sgoingonI

believesheiscleaningme,theotherwasdryingmy

hairanddressingmetowhatlookslikeadressand



withmatchingheadscarf,

IlookedatgogoNdoniwhowasmixingsomething

Shelookedatmeandsmiled:thisistheaidthat

willhelpwithspeedydryingprocessonourlittle

prince"_

Thraidswasamixwithofash,whatlookslike

sugarandapoisonousplantcalled‘Umtuma’she

saidwhenIasked,shethenrubbedthepasteonto

Hlelonewlyseveredcord,hewasjustcreamingand

Iwantedtoholdhim

Mvelomom:youwillhavetimeforthatfornow,we

needtofinishthisritualsoyoucanfeedhim"

InoddedIjustsawsmokeandfireItriedtositup

straightbutaishmyladypartandbackwasonfire



theysurroundedthethefirewithHleloonGigo

Ndoniarms,

Gogo:thisarepungentleavesthatweburningin

thisfire,thisisdonetointroducethebabytothe

spiritworld"

Inodded,thesmokeproduceaverypungent

smokethatIstartedcoughing,mybabywasthen

floatedoverthesmokeupside-downthreetimes,by

gogoNdoni

"oohmygod"Iheldmouth,gogoNdoniwas

callingontheMnguniclanname,thesmoke

causesaseverereactionofcoughingand

sometimesscreamingonmylittleoneschest,she

thenhandedHlelotoMvelomomsheraisedhimup

andspokeinalanguageIdidnotunderstand,he

wasthenmovedfromonegranmothertoanother

theyraisehimuptalkedtohim,whilehewasred

withtearsandloudcried



Finallytheygavehimtome

GogoNdoni:youwillneedtopasshimunderyour

leftkneethenyourrightknee.Thisceremonymake

thebabystrongerinspiritandprotecthimfrom

futureevil."

Ididastheyinstructedme,Mvelomomhelpedme

pullmykneesupandwhenIthoughtitwasover

Anothergrandmothertookhimfrommeand

smearedhimwhitechalkcalledumcakomixedwith

ground“Mtomboti”wood,asweetsmelling

substance,theywrappedhimupinroyalclothand

gavehimtome

Mvelomom:nowyoumybreastfeedhim"_



Me:Idon'tknowhow"

Theylookedateachotherbeforetheybustoutand

laughed

Mvelomom:letmeteachyoumybaby"

.

.

Mvelo***

AfterrakingabathIthrewmyselfonthebedandI

dozeoffandsleptIwasindeepsleepwhenI

heardmamawakingmeup

"Mvelo...Mvelo..Vuka"



Me:whatgoingon?"

"congratulationyourfather"

Me:what?"_

Her:listen"

IopenedtheslidingdoorandwowIheldmymouth,

"shedidit"

IheldmyheadandIfeltmyeyesburningIcriedas

mompulledmetoherarms

Her:youhaveanheir..."_



Me:oohmyGodisthisreallyImeanTodayjust

seemedlikesuchablur.Wehardlyknewwhatwas

happeningtoherItdidn’thelpthatshewastwo

monthsbeforeherduedate,andthelionsare

roaringnowoohJesusChristI'mafatheragain..."

Mamawasjustsmiledandshookherhead

Her:shedid..."

Me:Hleloispersonmamaawholehuman"

Mama:yesheis"

RightnowIwasnotsurewhatIwasfeelingiwas

happy,excited,scared,nervous,anxious...Iran

outleavingmamainmyroom,Ifoundthisidiots

finishingupmufood,



Me:Guesswho'sadad?"

Austin:fucknoways"

Me:Ihaveanheir"

Sbujumpedupandhuggedme"congratulations

twana'

Austin:congratulationbro"

Hehuggedmetwo

Sbu:sowhenarewemeetingthelittleone?"_

Me:10to14daysfromnow"



Sbu:yooIthoughtthatcustomneverexistany

more"_

Austin:dudeshegavebirthunderwaterwhatdo

youexpect?"_

Sbu:aishyane..Hadentwanabutatleastyouwill

gettoholdthelittlechampinaweekstime,notlike

mewhowaited12_monthstoacceptmyownbaby"

Me:what..When...How?"

Sbu:afterItalkedtoyouIwenttoseeher,myown

daughterdidnotrecogniseme,ittookdaysforher

towormuptome,Ijustaskedhertoforgiveme

andonedayIcametocheckuponthekidsandshe

justrantomeandfromthatdayIrealiseIneedmy

kidsundermyroof..."



IjustknockedhimoffwithahugdamnIfeellike

cryingrightnow

Sbu:itsgoingtobehardbeingasingledadbutthat

whatPamwouldhavewantedright"

Austin:dudeitstakesavillagetoraisekids,we

hereforyou,justhallabro.."

Sbu:thanksguys....anywayenoughaboutme...

SobabyHlelohasgraceuswithhispresentsso

howdoesitfeelliketobedad..Forthesecondtime

"

"_guysIneedadrinkI'mtooverjoytotellyouhowI

feelonasobbermind"_

.



.

14_dayslater....Tobecontinued

(tosleepytoedit...nextinsetwillbeafter22:00

tomorrownight.
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.

Sbahle***

MyfirstencounterwithOshunthemothergoddess

wasoverwhelming,Ididnotexpecthertobethis

beautifulandlookthisyoung,Iwastakenand

intriguedandwantedtoknowmoreabouther,yes

IwasanervousrackbecauseIhadnocluewhat



shewantedfromme,Ihadsomanyquestionto

askbutIjustfoundmyselfmuteandjustlookingat

her,iadmiredhowshecommandedwatertobe

stilltomove,torisetomakewaves,itwas

amazingtolookat.

Thewaterjustchangedwhenshespokewhenshe

movedIcouldtellthatshecurriedsomuchpower

andthatalonescaredmeabit.

ShehasthemostintimidatinglookIhaveeversee,

shedoesnotsmileorhaveafriendlyface,shehas

themostsaddesteyesIhaveeverseen,buthideit

inherextraordinarybeautywhichmeansthather

pastorwhateverleadhertothiswatersstillhaunt

hertillthisday.

Iwasscaredanddidnotknowwhattosay,thefirst

dayIsetthereandlistentoherspeakIhadtoknow

herfirstbeforeIgettoknowwhyshechosemeand

alsoherintentionsofme,Ihadlittletosaybutalot



tothinkaboutanddigest.Ifanyoneaskedmeto

putitonewordonwhatkindofapersonMother

goddessisIwouldhavesaidsheis"Broken"

Seconddayitwasjusthertellingmeabouttheher

giftthegood,thebadandthebeautifulpartofbeing

awatergoddess,shetoldmethathavingthisgift

comeswithlotofresponsibility,sheisbeing

worshipedbymanypeopleallovertheworldbut

shejusthumbledaboutitanddidnotshowany

signofrejoicingthatsheisproudofchanginglives

formany.

Timewentbyandigotcomfortablearoundherthat

Istartedengaginginaconversations

Me:“whydidyouchoseme?“

Her:“Ididn’tthecreatordid…inthiswaterswe

believethatGodisawoman..theplanetsarewomb



andthesunisthemind…andwegoddessarethe

children“

Me:whyamIconnectedtothewater,whatdoesit

wantfrommeorshouldIsaywhatdoyouwant

fromme?“

Her:“aseedinthesoildoesnotgerminateuntilit

receiveswater,whichdemonstratesthatitisthe

spiritofwaterthatignitestheproductionoflife,

howwereyougoingtofulfilyourpurposewhileyou

werestandingindryland“

Iwaspuzzledsheansweredmeincodescanshe

justbedirect

Her:Fromaspiritualperspective,throughthe

spiritualnetworks,planetearthisseenasan

irregularballimmersedinwater.Ifthesacredgiftof

earthislife,thenwateristhecustodianoflife,water



isthereconnectingelementbetweenour

materialisticlifeandthespiritualworld.“

Shesaiditagiftthatwaspassedonfrommygreat

grandmother,passedonmygrandfather,tomy

fatherandtome,

Me:“whydidn’tmygrandfatherormyfatherhave

thisgift,whyme?“

Her:“Iknowthiswillsoundsexistandoutofline

butwhichmanhasusedpowerprovidedbythe

creatorforthegreaterofgoodforthepeople,

datingfromancientagesmanhadnocontrolofthe

powerinvestedinthem,theyleadwars,greed

controlthemandcausedestruction…theybelieve

inpowerruleandcommandrespectandhave

somehowhavedestroyedhumanity“

Inodded.



Her:humankindislostandmostwomenareweak,

Ihavelistentothemcryinthiswaters,sometake

therelives,someperformimmoralactinthis

waters,andallIcoulddoislisten,everyoneis

bornwithpowertoleadbutyetmostwomenprefer

tobeled“

shemovedaroundandlookedintothelightcoming

fromthesky

Her:Theintroductionofwesterncivilizationto

Africachangednativepeoples’attitudesandrights

towaterasanaturalresource.Thesacred

relationshipbetweenpeopleandwaterendedwith

thenewpoliticalgovernance.Waterbecamea

commoditytobetaxed.Corporationswere

establishedtoprocessandsupplyfreshwaterfor

payment.Westernreligiousteachingsdemonized

nativeculturalpracticesandhencetheindigenous

attitudeandmoralresponsibilitytowardwaterasa



sacredbeinggraduallychanged.Forexample,Lake

Victoria—beforeitwasnamedbyaBritishofficer

JohnHanningSpeke—wascalledNalubaale,which

literallymeansthehomeofspirituality.Bodiesof

waterwereownedandprotectedbycommunities,

andpeopleworshipedthespiritofwaterfreely.All

activitiesrelatingtowaterwereconductedin

accordancewithpeoples’customsandcultural

beliefs...butnowReligiousteachingsassociated

culturalbeliefsandpracticeswithsatanand

primitivelybarbaricact,Inreactionwefollowed

insteadofQuestioning,manynativepeople

adoptedanewreligion,language,andlifestyleand

culturewasforgotten.“

Me:“youwanttorestorethatfaiththatculturethat

makesuswhoweare“

Shesidesmile,

Her:“itonlystartwithoneperson,youtheonly



leavinggoddessthatwillwalktheEarthfrillyandI

willconnecttoyouviawaters,youwillbethe

protectorofthepoor,themotherofallorphans,you

willbringsthemwhattheyneedinthislifethrough

phasesofweaknessorstrength.“

Me:“wow…“Iheldmyhead

Her:“Therockdidnotcomeherebyitself…..

Thistreedoesnotstandhereofitself….

Thereisonemenwhomadeallthis…..

Whoshowsuseverything…..thedivinepowerisin

andyouknowthisforafact“

Me:“Idon’tthinkI’mready“



Her:“nobodyeveris…thespiritualworldrarely

connectwithhumanworldandwhenwedoits

becausewewantourteachingstoliveonfor

generationtocome,spiritsrepresentfounding

ancestors,whoseactivitiesaredescribedinstories

aboutthecreationoftheworldandthebeginnings

ofhumanlifeandagriculture,Inthisway,waterisa

greatteacher.Thereispeaceandbalancetobe

gainedwhenusingitwithreverence.Sometimeswe

offerupritualinobservanceofitsgreatnessyou

willonceyoustartpractising"

Ilookeddownandshookmyhead,Idon’tthinkI

can,I’mnotqualifiedforsuch,ImeanIjustgot

marriedI’mleavingthebestlifewithmyhusband,I

havenewbornbaby,howamIgoingtohavetime

tobeonewiththisspirit...Ijustneedtime

Het:yesyourare,lookchildTherehasbeena

limitationoftheAfricanwomanandarangeof



convenientwallshavebeensuccessfullybuilt

aroundusrangingfromreligion,cultureandjust

forthefactthatwearewomenandmanarebetter

thenustocultureandinsomecasesitissimply

placedonhumannaturemanalwayshadanupper

handindimmingawomen,nevercutyourselfshot,

listenSbahle,ihaveleavedlongenoughtoknow

thatastrongwomen'sweaknessislove,whenit

comestothisheadshipissue,youwillforever

constantlydoubtyourself,

,Ithinkitsonlyonethingthatmakesyouyoung

womenverysad,depressedandwishyouhad

morevalueorrespected,ithinkthereasonbehind

itall,itsnothavingamindofyourown,nothaving

achoice,avoiceorcourage,Imeansomewomen

aresointelligentandtheyhavetolookfora

husbandwhoismoreintelligentthanthembecause

theyhavetobehis'tailbuttheyfindthatthereisno

suchman!Andtheyarebeingtoldto'submit'to

someguywhoisnotuptotheirlevel...youa

Queenregentandyouwereborntobeinthethrone



andtobethemotherofrainswhyyoudoubting

yourselfthatyou'repowerful“

Me:“Idon’tknow....Ijustneverseenorpictured

myselflikethis,inthislife..."

Her:behindthatdoorofdoubtthereisawholenew

lifewaitingforyou,yourhusbandhasunlockedthe

doorbutyoutooafraidtoturnthedoorhandleand

lookintoyourfuture"

Me;canIleastthinkaboutthis?“

Shenoddedandwalkedintothewater

**********



TimeseemedtomoveslowinthisplacebutIknow

thatweareclosetothemomentoftruthwhenI

havetoreturnhome,alotisexpectedofmeby

mothergoddessandIcannotseemtoapprehend

orfindwaysaroundit,mylandneedswater,

fertilityandfruitfullifeandtheyneedaleader,this

isnocoincidencethatI'mnameQueenregentand

thiscomeforth,thechangeisinthepalmofmy

handsbutI’mtoscaredtograspitandownit

Mvelomom setnexttome,“howareyoufeeling?

“

Me:IjustgavebirthtolionbuttheseconddayI

hadnopainsnothingwhatamiracleofgivingbirth

underwater,“

Shechuckledandtooksleepinghlelonexttome,



Ndoni:hishere"Ismiledandplacedmyfoodaside

,bysayingfoodImeanfruits,milk,masand

honey,thewayImissmeatIfeellikeI'mloosing

mymindrightnow,idivedunderwatertolistento

Mvelo,hehasbeencomingHereeverymorningto

greatmeandHleloIcanonlyhearHimwhenI'm

underwaterandNdonihasmadeitpossibleforme

toevenseehimaswell

Him:goodmorningmylove...Motherofchildren,

myQueen,myheart..."

Ismile

Him:howisthechamp?,Ican'twaittoholdhim,I

hopehisnotgivingyoutrouble,IknowyouOKican

feeliteverytimeIcomeherebutIjustmissyouso

much,itsbeenalmosttwoweeksfullsleepingin

coldbed,Isometimesfindmyselfspeakingtoyour

pillowemaginingitsyou"hechuckledhestart

peelingwhiteandpinkrosesthrowingtherose



petalsinriverhehasbeendoingthiseversinehe

startedspeakingtomeviatheriver,Iwanttohold

himrightnowIneedtotellmewhattodo,I’mstuck

betweenarockandveryhardplace

Him:ifeellikeI’mInaLongDistanceRelationship

rightnow,thetimespentapartisfilledwithlove

andpain.Butitrustinourlovebecauseitsunlike

anyothers’loveSometimesIdon’tknowifyoumiss

meoryouforgettingaboutme,IjusthopeIcanget

asign,

ButeachdayItellmyselfthatlovewillbringus

togetheragain,WhenIlookatthemoon,itmakes

mesmilebecauseIknowyou’reoutthere

underneaththesameone,IlongforthedaywhenI

canbebesideyouandknowthatthisisthetime

apartspentisoverandhasbeenworthit,Loving

youthismuchisalmostcrueltybutthesufferingis

worthknowingI’llbebesideyousoon.Eventhough

youseemworldsawaybutrightunderneaththis



riverIknowthatweunderthesamesky,you’rewith

metoday.SometimesIcryandothersIchuckle.

You’retheonethatmakesmesmileandthe

distancebetweenusbringsthesadness,Your

absencehasmademyheartgrowfonderanditsure

hasmadetherestofmelonely,I'mcountingdown

thedaysmamakhe,Iloveyouandpleasecome

backtome.hestoopupandlookedattheriver

beforeheputhishoodyoverhisheadandstarted

joggingaway

Imademywayup,Ibreathoutloudasisetonthe

rockandmyeyesstartedburningsoijustletthan

run,

GogoNdonistoodnexttomeandlookedatme

Me:Iwanttogobackhome"

Her:youwill,onlyonedayleft"



Iwipedmyeyesandlookedaround

Me:whereisHlelo"IsniffedIjustwanttoholdmy

babyhistheonlythingthatkeepsmegoinginthis

place

Her;withJane"Ismiled

Mydayunderneaththewaterhasreallytoughme

somuchaboutbeingtheMnguniwife,thisroleis

nochild’splay,theadviseandtalksIreceivedfrom

thefallenQueens,theyreallyshapedme,yesI

knowthatI'maveeryopinionatedpersonbuttrough

outthiswholeprocessIwasjustlisteningitsgood

tosaythatI'mtakingalotwithmeoutside.

AsforHlelothatbabyisonlyminewhenIhaveto

feedhimhesleepsandplayintheGran'sarms,I

thoughtthatmybabylookslikemebutwellafter



twodayhejustbecameMveloevenhiseyes,

bloodyliontraitorIcarriedhimformonthshow

couldhe?

Her:howwasyourtalkwithmotherGoddess"_

Me:Ithinkshewantssomethingfrommethan

givingmesomething"

Her:andI'mguessingyounotlikingherplan"

Inodded

Her:why?"

Me:whatifIstartbecominglikeherwhatifIstart

takinglives,andcausingdroughtandfloods,I’ma

hardheadedpersonGogo,andmeandMvelofight



alotyouknowthat,thepowerofraincandestroy

lotoflivesifitsconnectedtomyemotionsbecause

Icaneasilyselfdestruct“

Her:whatdidshesay,whenyoutoldherthat"

Me:Ihaven'ttoldher...Ijustspenddaysanalysis

thepersonshereallyisandIdon'tlikeherortrust

her,shehasdemonsofherownthatsheneedsto

fightandshewantstousemeforthat...Idon't

thinkIcangoalongwiththis"

Her:Somepeoplethinkleadersareborn—they

naturallypossessthesocialintelligenceand

charismathatmotivatesotherstoworktogether.

Othersbelievethatleadersaremade—theybuild

theirskillswithpractice,experienceandmentoring.

Italldependonyouinwhichcategoryyoufall

underbutattheendofthedaythisiswhatyou

weremadefor“



Me:whyyouneverbecamelivinggoddess“"

Shelaughed

Her:IfIspeakinthetonguesofmenandofangels,

buthavenotlove,Iamonlyaringinggongora

clangingcymbal.IfIhavethegiftofprophecyand

canfathomallmysteriesandallknowledge,andifI

haveabsolutefaithsoastomovemountains,but

havenotlove,Iamnothing.IfIgiveallIpossessto

thepoorandexultinthesurrenderofmybody,but

havenotlove,Igainnothing.…(1Corinthians13:2)

..thescripturegoesonandsay….IfIgiveallI

possesstothepoorandexultinthesurrenderof

mybody,buthavenotlove,Igainnothing.Loveis

patient,loveiskind.Itdoesnotenvy,itdoesnot

boast,itisnotproud.…“

Me:youcoldnotbeonewithdivinespiritbecause



youheartwasbruised,“

Shenodded“andyourGrandmothercouldnotbe

onewiththespiritbecauseshewantedpeace“

Me:andtheMotherGoddesswhatabouther“

Her:youknowinmostAfricancultures,thewoman

isusuallythehardestlabourerwhenitconcerns

contributingtothegrowthofthefamily.Thisadded

tohernaturalrolesofchildbearingandhome

keepingdisprovestheconceptofthewomanbeing

theweakersex,whichisgenerallytheapproved

reasonforherrelegation.Today,theworldand

Africaespecially,iscomingtotermstothepowerof

thewoman.Goingbyhistoricalfacts,theAfrican

continentisfilledwithgreatwomen,beingpowerful

Sbahledoesnotnecessarymeanyouarestrong,

shehaslookedoutsideforstrengthenandnever

realisedthatitcomeswithin,sometimeswejust

don’thavetowaitforstormstopassbutinsteadwe



needtofearlessanddanceintherain"_

Shelaughed

Her:yougotonethingshedoesnothavetowalk

ondrylandsand...."

Me:andwhat?"

Shesmiled"youwillfigureitout,remembertoday

isthedayyoutellheraboutwhoyouare,sheisjust

agoddessandwasonceahuman,don'thaveany

fear,poweristakennotgivengoclaim ityour

peopleneedyou"

Inoddedandsmiled

.



.

Makhumalo***

Iwokeupinthemiddleofthenightwithadream

Ndoni:“itstime“

That’sallshesaidandsincethenIhavebeen

runningaroundlikeaheadlesschicken,Iwoke

everyoneup,itsmidnightbutinthishouseevery

oneisbusyasifitsdaytime,

Wehavetobeintheriveratdawnandgetthe

Queenandthebaby,IlookedatthetimeandIhad

togetMveloreadyIfoundHim andhisfriendsin

thekraalskinningacow,Icalledhimtotheside



Me:“gogetreadyitsalmosttime“

Him:“letmewashmyhands“

Me:“gochangetakeabath,youbloodyandsmelly

“

Him:“MamaIwaitedtwoweekstobewithmy

familyIdon’thavetimeforallofthatIneedmywife

andbabyboyhomeasnow”

Isighandhefollowedme,westartedattheroyal

ancestralroomandtoldabaphansithatitstime,we

tookUkhambalesizuluandImphepo,andcandles,

wetookoneofthecarsandpackedclosestothe

river,IhadtoworkfastIdidthesetting

preparationsnearthewater,



Placedwhite,yellow,pink,blueandgreencandle

onthesandliteimpepho,IgaveMvelotoholdonto

oneofthewhitecandleandaskedhimtolighteach

candlewiththeoneinhishand,

Whitecandlesareusedforcommunicatingand

connectwithdevinespirits,Thecreator,izithunywa

zikaMenzi(God'smessengers),Izidalwa(Ancestral

spirits)istartedclappingcallingtheMgnuniand

Bhenguancestors

communicatingandconnectingwiththe

spirits_beings/Spirit_guideswhichisamadlozi

akhanyayo,becauseI'minvokingaspiritualbeingI

hadyomakesurefourelementareinlinewitheach

other.

-FIRE-representedbyaburningcandle

-WIND-representedbyaincense(impepho)



-EARTH-representedbytheSoil

-WATER-representedbywaterbeitfromtheRiver,

WellorSea.

toinvokeaspiritisnochild'splayIwaschanneling

myselftocallupontherightspiritandtobringforth

Sbahleandthebaby,thiscomeswithlotofenergy

beingdrainedfromme.aftertheconnectionwas

madethehardpartcome,wewaitandlookfora

signWhiletheincensewasburningwehadtosit

quietlybythewater’sedgeandwaitforthewaterto

move

Mvelo:“thesunisabouttocomeout“

Me:“bepatient…theincensestillhassmoke…

connectwithizidalwazakhoandfocus"_



Wewaitedanother15to30minutesandfinalythe

waterstartedmovingincircles

Me:“nowMvelomakethatoffering“henodded

andtookyellowcandleandwewalkedintheriver

hestartedthrowingsilvercoinsintheriverand

askingpermissionfromthewatergoddessto

releasehiswifeandson,

Itookacupandstartedporingwateroverhim,his

spiritisconnectHleloandSbahlebyporingwaterto

himI'mconnectingthemtogether.

Hedidwellbyconnectingtothenaturalspiritworld,

Witheachsubmergenceorwashing,allowthewater

tocleanshisheart,spirit,andmindweReturnto

theedgeofthewaterandsitquietlyandnowitup

tosbahleturn



Me:ifyouwishtoreciteamantraorprayerthisis

yourtimetodoitnow"thekeynowistowaitfor

Sbahleandhlelotocomeout,therearebetween

twoworldandthatmaytaketime.

.

.

Tobecontinued
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unedited

.Sbahle***

Themomentoftruthhasarrived,Iwokeuptoday

withHlelocordfallen,I'mnotsureifitsmorningor



nightsincethisplaceisjustdark,Iwasjusthappy

thatI'msoontogohome,

IjusthadoneproblemOshunandherwantingme

toconnectwithwhatshecallsmypowers,Ikissed

mybabyandlefthimwithgogoNdoni.

IdraggedmyselfoutofwhatIcallmyroomand

tookanothertunnelthatLeadstoherlayer,she

washummingandbrushingherlonghairwithher

hands

Her:youknowwhattodo...Getonwithit"

Irolledmyeyesandjumpedintothewaterand

allowedittodragmedown,wehavebeendoing

thismethodfordaynowandI'mtired,

Me:whomadeyoulikethis?"Isaidaftercatching



mybreath

Shelookedatmeandcontinuedlookingatherself

inthewaterOshunismoreofapersonthatwecan

referasafallenangel,thereissomethingdoting

aboutherwhichisdarkorsadabouther,sheisthe

giveroflifeyesbutsheisjustsad,sheis

Someonewhoiscurrentlygoingthroughrough

timesorhashadabadpastthroughDepression,

abuse,selfharm,familyissues,orwhat'ssoever

shehasalotofinnerbeautyandsomeexternal

beauty,butwhenshelooksatherreflectioninthe

watershedoesnotseethatmaybethatwhyher

faceneverlightup.sheisApersonwhohasbeen

jadedbylifebuthasnotletitdestroyherinner

beautyorhercompassion.Imeanshestillbelieve

inmankindandwillgoaboveandbeyondfor

humanity.However,romanticlovestilleludesher

asshehadcreatedwallsinherheartthatare

difficulttobreach"



Her:werunningoutoftime,yourfamilywillbe

heretogetyou,mastertheelementsoflivingwater

Sbahle".Ifoldedmyarmsandlookedather

Her:youarejusthardheadedSbahleandyouforget

thatthisyourdestiny"

Me:Youjustwanttofulfillwhateveryoucouldn't

whileyouwerestillaliveandyouwanttousemeas

yourvessel"_

Her:whatmakesyouthinkthat?"

Me:whydidyoucallthemtoriver,...Allthose

women,whydidyoutaketheresoulswhyyou

neverhelpedthem'

Shelookedatme



Me:youcreatedachainreactioninmanyfamilies

mineincludedthisPowerIfeellikeitstaintedandit

comeswithdarkclouds"

Het:raincomeswithdarkcloudSbahle"

Me:itwasfigureofspeech,youknowwhatIfont

getyou'

Her:Ireallydonothavetimetobefiguredcanyou

dowhatyoucalledtodo"

Me:Ineedtoknowwhydidyoukillthen"

Her:theycametocrying,theyhadproblem,some

justwantedtoescapethecruelworld"_

Me:andyougavethemaropetohangthemselves?



'

Shelaughedandshookherhead

Me:youcreatedagenerationcurse,thosedearth

werenotplanedbyGoditswasprematureyoutook

God'sfaithinyourownhandsandnowyouwantto

usemetorewriteyourwrongs"_.'

Her:Iwasoneofthosegirls,Ispenddayscryingin

theriver,mylifewasturnedupsidedownafter...."

Shestoppedandlookedaway"Iwantedsomething

,tomakemefeelOK,Iselfdrownedmyselfforso

mayyears,Ididn'tknowwhybutafterIdiditIwill

feelbetter,Theonlythingworsethanloving

someonewhodoesn'tloveyouislovingsomeone

wholovesyou,butdoesn'tknowhow.Isayit's

worsebecauseit'sselfishashell.Someonewho

doesn'tknowhowtoloveyouisjustthatperson

tellingyoushehasn'ttakenthetimeouttoreally

listentoyourneedsorwants,thattherelationshipI



hadwiththewateronedayIwentunderandInever

comeback"

Ilookedather

Her:beinginkosazaneyasemanziniwasnotby

choicebutitwasacalling,butnooneactuallytook

timetogettoknowme,butyetImustperform

miracles...inyoureyesI'm

Thatpersonthatdoesn'tknowwhattosaywhen

youfeellikeyou'reabouttogiveuponyourdreams

becauseIdon'tknowhowmuchitmeansto

you.....inyoureyesI'mThatpersonthatdoesn't

knowwhattosaywhenyoumissacertain

deceasedfamilymemberbecauseidon'tknowhow

badithurtsyou...InyourI'mThatpersonthat

doesn'tknowwhattosaywhenyou'reupsetabout

notgoingtouniversityorgettingmarriedatanearly

agebecauseidon'tunderstandhowpassionate

youareaboutbeingindependent....Andinyour



eyesI'm Thatpersonthatlovesyouforwhatisee

that'sonthesurface:You'restrong,youQueen,

youdestinedtorule...Butyetforgetthateverytime

youwentunderwaterthesamewateryoudoubting

nowmadeyouthewomenyouaretoday,doesn't

meanwhenyoucryIwasn'tthere,Ilistedandgave

youstraighttofaceanotherdayandanotherand

another..."

Me:what...How?

Her:weconnectedSbahleyou'regoddessandthe

soonyourealisethatthesooneryouwillgetout,

nowgetunderwaterandfindyourpower"_

Me:I'mtiredandIdon'tknowwheretolookforit"'

Her:youwere5yearItookyouunderandgaveitto

youfindthatpowerinyou!!"_



ShepushedmewithhertailandIfellunderthis

darkwellthatjustmademesinkdeepanddipper,

whenItrytoswimupthewaterdraggedmeunder,

IwasloosingairmylungswereabouttobustIwas

drowningandsinkingeverythingbecamepitch

black

Her:youcan'thandlethisonyourown,youthe

goddessofrainyourebuildmotherearthyouneed

tounderstandtheimportanceofbeingawomen

andwhymostwomenwilllookuptoyou,Sbahle,

yougoingyobeQueenregentandhavethepower

ofelement,fertilityandrebirthofyourpeopleisin

yourhandyouneedtoconnecttwithyourspiritual

sidetomakethathappenedfindit"

IheadhervoicefromfarIwasnotsureifIwas

dreamingorwhatbutIsawmyselfseatingonher

lapIwasstillakid

~~~



Her:whenyouoldenoughyouwillcomeandgetit,

neverforgetwhoyouare...

Me:I'mwhitesnakesthepowerfullivinggoddess

towalkonlandandwater"

~~~~

IpoppedmyeyesopenandtheewaslightIlooked

atmyselfandIfeltsomethingheavyonmylower

bodyItouchedmyselfandalmostpeedmyself

waitI'munderwateritmostlightlyhappened,I

slowlylookeddown

"oohmyGod"

itwasbiglogandwhitejoinedintomybody,what

happeningtome



Her:youfounditnowcomeup"IdidnotlistenI

decidedtotakemyselfonspinandwowitfeltso

good,Ndonihadtodraggedmeoutandtoldmeto

stopfullingaroundMveloiswaitingformeoutside.

Ndoniwasrightshiftingitworsethengivingbirth,

Me:willthishappenedallthethetimeIgounder'

Ndoni:no"

Sheputwhatlookedlikeabraceletonmyankleand

onmyleftwrist

Me:whatthat?"

Ndoni:Thisseashellbraceletrepresentsfertility,



birth,sexualityandprosperity.Seashellswillforever

connectyoutotheocean,riversandtowater

energyrememberthatWaterisavitalelementin

thehumanbodyandalsorepresentsouremotions

andwellbeing,sowearthisankletbracelettohelp

youmakethemostofyourday,anditmightheld

youhavebalancebetweenyourpowerandyou"

Me:whereismotherGoddess"

Her:sheishere...".sheplaceahandonmychest

wheremyheartis"

Me:howwillImakeitrain'

Her:whenyouwalkonlandearthwithlisten"

Shespeakingbutimnothearingwhatsheissaying

I'mjustoverwhelmedIhavethewaterspiritinside



ofme,I'mcomingouttoanewworld,I'mrebornits

likeIjustcameoutofcocoon,andIhavecolourful

wingstodisplaytotheworld,Ndoniwashumming

anddressingmeup,theotherQueenwerekissing

andfussingoverHlelo,IlookedatmyoutfitWhite

isnotmyfavouritecolourbutthisdressisjust

beautiful,itsjustplainwhitelongflowingdress,

withheadscarf,mybraceletcomplimentsitandI

looklikeroyalty.

Hlelowaswrappedaroundwhiteblanketandshe

gavemealeafwrappedaroundwithastring,

Het:inkabayomtwana...Itmustbeburiedinyour

garden"_

Me:mygarden?"

Shesmiled"thatmythankyougifttoyou...The

royalgardenisyoursnow..."_



What...ThatplacelookslikegardenofEdenon

earthandsheisgivingittome

Her:myjobhereisdonethecurseisbrokenIcan

finallyrestinpeace,shouldyouneedmeknowthat

I'mwithyouinspirit,youhaverestoredtheMnguni

nameandIcannotthankyouenough"_

Me:GIGOIwanttothankyouforlisteningtome,

andofferingguidancewheneverIneedit.Youlaugh

atthethingsItellyou,anddon’tjudgemeharshly

forsayingsomethingothersmaythink

inappropriate.Icanbehonestwithyouabout

concerns,andcomplaints,becauseIneverworry

thatyoudon’tthinkI’mdoingmybest.Icanmakea

snarkycommentaboutsomethingsillymyhusband

hasdone,andyouwilllaughaboutitwithme

insteadofgettingdefensive,becauseyouknowhim

best,knowneitherofusisanangel,andknowIsay

itwithlove!Inshort,youletmebeme.IknowIhave



toldyouthissomanytimesbutthankyoufor

makingmyeverfirstgivingbirthexpiriancethe

mostmagicalmemorablemomentofmylifeIcould

haveaskforanyothermidwifethankyousomuch"

.shewipedthetearsfrommyeyes

IlookedaroundtheotherQueencametojoinus

andhuggedme,itwasabittersweetmomentfor

me,IlookedatMvelomomandsheheldmyhand

Her:Marriagemadeyoufamily;lovemadeyoumy

daughter,eversinceyoucamealongyouhave

madethisfamilycomplete...Ithankyouforbeing

inmysonlifeyoutrulyareaGemandatrueQueen,

Iblessyourmarriagetowithstandanyobstacles

andIwishyouwombtobeblessedwithfuture

leadersandprincess's..OohhowIhatesaying

goodbye,butknowI'mwithyouinspiritand

lookingoveryou...Takecareofmysonbaby"she

huggedmeIwaswetwithtears,



Whenyougetmarried,itgoeswithoutsayingthat

youbecomepartoftheyourspouse'sfamilyina

technicalsense.Butnoteveryoneoutthereislucky

enoughtobecomepartofthefamilyinan

emotionalandspiritualsense.Shejustdropthe"in-

law"from"daughter-in-law,"myheartjustmelt.

"thankyoumom"shekissedmycheeksandheld

heldHleloonemoretimebeforeshegavehimback

tome

Ndoni:itstimethesunisupI'msurethereare

worriedsicknow"_sheleadmetoanotherpassage

inthecaveanditleadmetothewaterfallthatlead

usoutsideIlookedather

Me:allalongIwassoclosetotheoutsideworld?

"_



Shenodded

Me:buthowbecauseittookusawhiletogotothe

royalbirthinggroundswhenfirstcamein

Het:elusionmybaby..."

wehuggedagainandIwalkedout,IspottedMvelo

walkingupanddownandHlelodecidetocryand

thatmadehimstopwalkinghelookedupandsaw

me,heheldhisfaceandstartedrunningtous..my

teasweregushingdownnonstop,

Him:oohmyGodityou..."heheldmycheeks

withhishandsI'mguessinghewantedtobesure.If

hisnotdreaming

InoddedhiscryingHleloiscryingandI'mcrying

whatiswrongwiththisfamily?,hehuggedmeand



kissedmyforehead

Him;thankyou"_

HelookedathisbabyandbackatmeIhaveseen

Mvelocrybutneverseenhimwithtearsofjoy,this

wasanotherlevelofemotional,

Me:wanttoholdhim?"

Him:Idon'tthinkIcanI'myonervous...Jesushis

sohandsomehehasmyeyesmynosemymouth

fuckhisme...Wecreatedthis..sbahleIdon't

knowwhattosay...HowcouldIevenstarttothank

youforgivingmethisgift...Youmademeafather

again...YougavemeaMnguniheir.....Iloveyou...

Iloveyousomuch..."_

Hedustedhishandsonhimselfandthanheldhis



baby,

Me:carefulthehead"Ilookedupandsmiled

Me:let'sgetoutofhereitsabouttorain"

Helookedatmeanddroppedhismouth,

mamawalkeduptousandshehuggedme

"_welcomebackmyQueen"

"itsgoodtobeback..."Isaid

Walkingbacktothecaritwasalreadyrainingcats

anddogs,IrealisedthatIlostmyhusband'stohis

son,Hewasonhisownbubblewithhisson,



mamaendedupdrivingbecauseMvelowasinHlelo

worldIwastiredandthispeopleweretalkingabout

ceremonythatstillneededtobedone,itwas

rainingthehousehadguestourfriendsandmy

familyI'mgladthatthisplaceisbigenoughthatno

onesawmecominginbesidefewmaids,Iwalked

inmyroomandstopped

Me:whendidyoudothis"IaskedwalkingintoOur

bedroomitnoeledtoHlelonurseryitwasbeautiful

babyblueandyellowtheme,

Him:doyoulikeit"

Me:Iloveit..Itsbeautiful'

Hekissedmycheekandlookedathisphonewith



Him:mamaiscallingme"heplacedsleeping

HleloonhisbedandIthrewmyselfonthebedooh

howImissedit,I'msohungryandthearomaof

foodismakingmystomachgrowl

Me:MvelingilambileIneedmeatlotofitplease".

Helaughed"comingrightupmyqueen"_

Aspromisedmyfoodcameandiatetillicouldnot

anymore,Mveloandmamadidthenkaba

ceremonyandtheyhadtocleansHlelo,Iwasonly

calledtoemsamotodothebhelekoandnamingof

thebaby,Ihaveasmallfamilythisissad,itsjust

meMvelo,zeeandbabyHlelo,welcomingthe

babytothefamily,IwantedtoaskaboutKokobut

Mvelijustchangehisfaceeverytimehernameis

mentionedsoIletitslidefornow

Aftermamaspokeamouthfullonthempepho



"mveloyoumaynameyourson"

Hetookthebabyfrommyarmsandlookedatme

"WithyouIdeclarethatAmaNguniayobusainguna

phakade...(theMngunipeoplewillreigntilltheend

iftime)

welcomehomePhakadeHleloMnguni"_helifted

himupandmamawaschantingandzeewas

clappingIwasjustcryingmess,thiswasundeada

beautifulmoment.

.

.
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Sbahle****

"OK...OKI'mcoming..baby"

IbreathoutloudandattendedtoHlelowhowas

screaminghedecidedtowakemeupagaininthe

weehoursandjustdidnotwantstopcrying,call

mecrazybutthenightandmorningareformeand

mybaby,evenwhensometimeshedrivesmecrazy

,butthatjustthejoyofbeingamom ,

"heybaby"



"theonlyreasonyoucallingmethisearlyits

becausethatboywokeyouupagain"

Me:hisrefusingtosleep".

Mvelo:hlehlewetalkedaboutthisyougotwayto

muchinyourplateandIpaythatwomenalotof

moneytotakecareofmyboy"

Me:"nightandmorningaremineandPhakadeyou

knowthat"

Hebreathoutloud

Him:tomorrowyougotbacktobackmeeting,the

galleryisopeningisinfewdaystimeHle-hledon't

makemecomedownthereandfuckyou!!"



Me:mmm Ican'twait"

Hecursed"damnitwomenyounowwegot

probationbeforeIcantapthat"

IgiggledifIwasn'tthisbusyIwouldbesolonely

butworkgotmebythetitsandhavingthislate

nightcallwithmymanjustmakesmynightless

coldandlonely

SoAftergivingbirth,Hleloceremony,hisfather

fussingoverhim,sadlybutMvelohadtoreturn

backtotheUK,heonlyspendfewdaywithusand

leftwithZeehehadworkandZeehadschool,the

firstfewdayaftertheyweregoneIfeltsoalonein

thehouse,theworsepartthismanjustleft

everythingpertainingtheroyalhouseaffairsonmy

shoulders



“IknowyoucandoitbabyIbelieveinyou“hesaid

thatwithakissandPuffhewasgone.mymom

wantedtostayandhelpmewiththebabybutshe

isalsobusyhandlingtheBhenguaffairsand

helpingNsikaout,ifitwasn’tforMa–TIdon’t

knowhowIwouldhavehandletakingcareofa

babyworsepartMvelopreciousjewel.Aweeks

laterMa-TfoundasuitablenannyforHleloand

shuuuuIcouldbreathandhavemetimebutmy

luxurytimewasshortspend.

DidIrestlikeMdlezanethatIam NO,Thabihadto

cameknockingatmydoorandtoldmewehad

damagedcontroltodointhekingdom,wellI

startedworkinginthekingdomevenbeforemy

coronationceremony,

"MveloIcan'tdothis,thispeoplehateme"_

Idon'tknowhowmanytimeicalledhimtellinghim

Im comingbacktoUKandnevercomingbackhere



buthetoldmethat

"neverallowyourpeopletoleadyou,youlead

themyouinthatseatforareasonIdidnotmarrya

cowardwhereisthatarrogant,outspokenfeisty

girlIfellinlovewith,youthemotheroflions,the

raingoddessyouthewhitelionsmatenohuman

canputyoudown,takeadeepbreathandgetout

thereandfacethem"_

itwashardworkandpeoplearesodemanding,

mamatoughmetobepatientandnotexpect

changetohappenedovernight,thefirstfewweeks

Iwantedtodie,Theyhatedmeforchangingthe

councilbutIwasnevergoingtoworkwiththoseold

sexist,chauvinistoldhag's,Reshufflesanother

waytoavoidseemingstale,andtointroducenewer

andyoungercounciltobepartofthechangeinthe

community.Refreshingthecommunitythrougha

reshufflecanbeanattractiveoptionwhenanew

brainisinchargeandItoldthemthatchange



comeswithlotofopportunity,whathavethey

gainedwhentheoldpanelwasstillincontrolthey

allwentsilentsoItookituponmyselftoshufflethe

cabinet,gotyoung,educatedambitionspeopleon

myside.

WhichdroveMvelocrazybecauseIappointeda

houseofhisenemytobeinoneoftheroyalseatin

mycouncil

"SibahleNtombikayiseBhenguMnguni..Wenzeni

?"

Me:yousaidImustdothingsmywayssotrustme

whenIsayIgotthisandIknowwhatI'mdoing"

WelligaveBabalwaMdlebtsheasseatintheroyal

councilsheIsanoutreachadvisor,basicallyshe

knowseveryoneneedinthecommunitysinceshe

isadoortodoornurseorcommunitycaregiver,



yesyouheardmesheisMdletshethedaughterof

Mvelorivalyestheoneandonlywhoalmostkilled

himwhentheybumpedheadsinthebattleofthe

throne,

Mvelo:thatfamilyhashatedtheMngunifamilyfor

yearseversinceNokhwezikilledtheguyshewas

arrangedtowed'

Me:goodlookslikeallthebadpeoplewhostillheld

agrudgetheyaredeadtrustmeMnguniIknow

whatI'mdoing,youknowwhattheysaykeepyour

friendcloseandyourenemiesevencloserbesides

shehasnotgivenanybadvibesthatsheorher

familyisuptonogoodsoIguesswemovingonto

cleanslate."_

Him:Idon'tlikethisMamakheIreallydon't"

Wellmythronemyruleshewilljusthavetodeal



withit.

MymaingoalandfocuswastoCreatejobs,

rebuildingeducationalfacilities,universitybursaries

,andaffordableresourceswasmymainvisionwe

currentlybusywithproposalwiththemunicipality

tobuildingaclinic,themobileclinicisjustkaka,

andsomepeopledonothavemoneytogoto

nearestpublichospitalthatismilesaway,soI'm

justchangingthisplacetobemoreurbanthenrural

anditgoodtosaythateverythingIinvisionedfor

thisplaceitscomingtogetherinpositiveway

Thedayigotthronesitwasthemostepicdayof

mylife,Itsgoodtosaythatthecommunityrespect

andworshipmenow,andsingphraseaboutname,

alsothemostimportantpeopleweretherein

numbers,thisremindedmeofmytraditional

wedding,otherroyalhouse,Parliamentpersonal,

bigshortbusinesspeopleevenOshunDevotees

cameinnumbers,Iwasshoweredwithgiftand



offering.

Istillcanthelptothinkthatthereissomething

familiaraboutNgozuatsomepointIthoughtthat

sheeitherOshundescendedorthemothergoddess

usedherashervessel,IguessIwillneverknow

becausejustlikeOshunshehateansweringdirect

question.

WellI'mofficiallyQueenRegentandasmuchasI'm

wellrespectedwomenoutthere,peoplebowwhen

Iwalkpassthem,Imakeitrainandhaverestore

mypeoplefertilityproblems.ButwhenIstepinside

thisroyalhouseItakemythroneoffandbecomea

wife.

Istillprefereatingfoodpreparedbyme,Istill

prefertakingcareofmyhusband,childrenandmy

in-laws,MvelomayhateKokoandavoidsherlikea

plaguetomeshestilltheclosethingtobemy

motherinlaw



Me:sawbonakoko"

Shejustlookedatmeanddidnotsayawordshe

wasseatingonherchairandlookingatthewalls,I

starteddressingherwoundit'sstilloozingandnot

healing.myhandsandwaterfromtheriverisnot

helpingher,

Ifiguredthatsincemyhandandwater,mama

traditionalherbs,westernmedicationcan'thealits

herheartthatstillholdingagrudgethatcausingher

tobethissick,IlongforgaveherandIdon'twant

yoknowwhatshewasplanningorwhyshehateme

somuchangizingeni.

Whenchoosingbetweenforgivenessandholdinga

grudge,itisnotsurprisingthatmanypeoplewould

prefertotaketheeasywayouttohavean

unappealingqualityofholdingagrudgebutit'sstill



anunappealingqualitytopossess,especiallyin

youradultyearsbuthayitsherlife.

KokoandIarenotbestfriendsbutwhenIfoundout

aboutherconditionItooktomyselftocaterforher,

wedonottalkwhenIdressherwoundsorgiveher

feetspongebath,Ijustharmasonganddomy

thing,sometimesIwillwheelheroutsidetofeel

thewarmthofthesun,Icombherhairandplateit,

makeherfoodorjustsitnexttoherwhileI'mbusy

painting,sherefusetotalktomebutallI'mhoping

isforhertogetbetter

****

"wethreemonthsfullbaby"

Ipickhimup,oohGodwhatdotheyfeedhim,his

soheavynowheisgrowingupsofastandhissuch

acrybabyandforeverwantstobeinmyarmsor



hisnannyarmsIblameMveloforthat...

,talkingaboutthatmanofmineihaven'tseenhim

forweeksnow,yesweSkype,calleachother.

FacetimebutIjustmisshimalot,hedoesmake

surethattheyflyovereveryaftertwoweeksto

spendweekendwithusbutitsjustnotthesame,

hisattentionwillbeonHello,minewillbeonZee

andthem boomtimeforthentogo,

,ImissZeesomuchaswellI'monlycountingfew

monthstillshecomebacktostay'swithmefor

good

"whyyounotansweringyourphone"ItextedMvelo

"_I'minCourtwilltalklater...Iloveyou"_

Urghejustpissedoff,Iwantedtotellhimthat



Hleloisturningthreemonthstoday.

WhileeatingbreakfastThabaniwalkedinwithhis

tablet,hegreetusandma-Tgavehimaplate

Him:thanksma"_

Helooksatkokoandbackatmeandshakehis

head,Icallhernursetocomegetherandshe

wheelskokoaway

Him:soeverymorningyouseatandeatwithher

andshejustlooksatyou"_

Me:yepbreakfastanddinnerareimportanttome

andmyfamily"

Him:yooyouhaveheartofgoldIdon'tthinkI



wouldhavebeeninthesameroomwithherifIwas

inyourshoes"

Me:Althoughforgivenessmaynotgohandinhand

withforgetting,ithasbeenrewardingtoknowthatI

nolongerhavetocarryaroundtheburdenoffeeling

upsetorpissedoff...sotomeitsallwaterunder

thebridgenow.."

Him:mmmwellsaid'

Me:howisourdaylookingliketoday"_

TheminutehestarttalkingIsuddenlyfeelsotired

andasexpectedwehadalottodo,meeting..

Showingface,shakinghandsandmoremeetings

yooontired

Him:youneedtomakethatconferencecallwith



thethatwomenfromUK"_

Me:youstillcan'tpronouncehername"

Him:canyou?"_webustoutlaugh

Totalkaboutgivingbirthatwrongtimewhilemy

careerwasabouttotakeoffwasabummer,but

alsoablessingundisguisedMvelodidthe

unthinkableandtookfewofmypaintingtoshow

caseattheUKartgalleryandtheylovedit,soldall

ofitandthatalonemademyworkbeindemand

andguesswhatIgotanendorsementdealfromUK

andtheywanttofundmyfoundationwhichisa

tributetomyfatherandmynewartgalleryyesbaby

Igotaninternationaldeal,ifsomeonetoldmeIwill

thisrichwithoutgoingtoschoolandgettinga

qualificationIwouldhavelaughedintherefaceso

yes'MamaImadeit'



"gooddayMsAyscough"Thabanilaughedcausing

metoholdmybreathandlaughtertoothisisone

screwedupsurnamejeeez

"HidarlingI'mjustcheckingifeverythingisinorder

"_

Me:noworriesIgoteverythingundercontrolbythe

timeoftheopeningeverythingwillbeset"_

Shewassoexcitedandtalkwithoutpauseyoo

whitepeople!thiswomenisnowtellingmeabout

herchildrenandaskingsomanythingsaboutmy

personallife,Ithoughtthereasonforthecallwas

totalkaboutmygalleryopening,Ilookedat

ThabanishowingmethattimetogoIquickly

wrappedthecallup

He:ThankyouQueenMnnunu"



Iain'tlikehertojusttoleratepeoplemisscallingmy

nameIwillcorrecther

Me:itsQueenMnguni...Butyoumaycallme

QueenSbahle"shesmiledandnoddedIhanged

upandbreathoutloudI'msohungrynow.

Thabani:Ican'tstillcan'tbelieveyouwantpeople

toaddressyoubyyournameinhistoryofroyalty

thatneverhappenedunlessyouarestillsprincess"

Me:I'mnoordinaryQueenandfranklyIdon'tplay

bytheroyalrules"welaughed

IrespecttheMnguniPeopleandmyhusband

surnamebutIprefertobecalledQueenSbahle

…somepeopleaskedwhy,itsounddisrespectfulto

calltheQueenbyhername...Wellanynameswith

meaningdatedFromthereasontowhyiwasgiven

suchanametothehistoricallineageoftheBhengu



peopleithasacertainsignificanceofwhatmy

namehastorepresenttomyfamilyandmypeople

ithasabeyondobjectivepurpose,encompassed

ofwhatandwhoIam.It'sanessenceatthevery

heartofmyexistence.ItsignifiedwhattribeIcame

from,besidesthatmyname

thesweetestandmostimportantsoundinany

languagesotheymightaswellgetusetoit...

Iboughasnackbaratthevendingmatchingand

followedThabanitohisoffice,whilewaitingforour

team

itextedMvelo

"theBritishareonmythroughabouttheart

gallery"_



Him:youshouldbehappythelowestpaintingis

sellingforR150k,letthemcomewiththeirdeep

pockets"

Me:spokenlikeanlawyereverythingtoyouguysits

aboutmoney,...Willchatlaterloveyou"_

Iswitchedoffmyphoneandmademywaytothe

boardroomsopenedmydiaryandgreetedeveyone

as

asIsetdownonanothermeeting.

Ifeelveryblessed,Mvelocameintomylifeand

changehowIplannedmylife,hetookthescrapof

paperIcalledmylifeandgavemeabigcinema

screenandputmyenterlifeonthemap,notonly

I'mknownbecauseofhisnamebutIhavemadea

nameformyselfaswell.



IlookedupandsmilethinkingofwhatIcamefrom

andwhereIamtoday,Isitonthechairandlisten

tomycounciltalkandbounceideasaroundIlove

myteam theyjustgogetterandveryenergeticI

lookedatthetimeI'malmostrunninglate.

“thankyouandthinkthatwillbeallladiesand

gentlemen“yesfemmycouncilconsistofthree

femalesmakingmethe4thone and7males.

“Icantbelievewedidthisandmadeitpossible

“ThabanisaidasIwaspackingupmythings

Me:Ishouldbethankingyou...thebrainsinallof

thisandI'mjustaheartpumpinginyourcreative

juices"_

Hesmiledandshookhishead,myphoneranged

andIpickeditupoohshootIforgotabouther



Her:youlate"

IlookedatThabani"youhave4o'clockmeeting

withmissNola...Tellherweinthecar"_

Me:whatno...I'monmyway..."IanswerherI'm

sotiredrightnow

Her:yahright"

Wegotininthecaranddrovetoout"anyluckwith

myPA,"

Him:haven'tfoundtherightperson'

Ilookedathim"howmuchismyhusbandpaying

you?"



Him:forwhat?"_

"_foryoukeepinganeyeonme"_

Helaughedandlookedoutsidethewindow

Me:Thabaniyoucan'tbemyPAyouaretheRoyal

housePR,..."

Him:I'mlookingfortherightcandidatetrustmeI

am"_

IshookmyheadthishasMvelowrittenalloverhim,

I'msureHisspyingonme

Thecarcametoahaltandwesteppedout

Him:wow...It'snotevenfinishedbutdamnthis



lookgood"_

Nolasteppedoutlookinggorgeousshe'swearing

bluejeans,lightblueshirtandnudeheadscarf

withnudehills

Thabani:nowthisiswomenIcanintroducetomy

mother"_

Ilaughed,"justgetmelunchandstopdrooling

overher"Inudgedhim

Her:sowhatdoyouthink?"

"thislooksbeautifultothinkthiswastheold

burnetroyalhouse,'_

Her:thisiswhatIdodeveloptheoldtomodern



designs...Let'sgoinside"_

WewalkedinandIwasblownaway

Her:itsstillnotfinishedIstillneedyoutogiveme

yourcoloursandtexturestogiveitthatSbahlefeel"

thisplaceisgoingtobemynewartgalleryandI

couldnotthinkofanyonetodoitbutNola,Sbudid

thedesignedandNolaandherteamdidthe

development

Me:tobehonestIsuckininteriordesigning"

Her:youanartistweepsomethingup"_

Me:differentartgirl...Iwilljustleaveyoutodoit

"_



Her:don'tplaylikethat?'

Shesopassionateaboutthisyoucanjustseefrom

howshetalkssheisinherelement

Me:anynewsfromSli"_

Sheshookherhead"Iknowshegavebirthtoa

babygirlmonthsbackandshealsonotinCairoI'm

reallyworriedabouthershejustvanisheditslike

shedoesn'twanttobefound"

Me:IcanaskoneofMveloguystolookforher

locationatleastlet'sknowthatsheissafeandOK"_

Her:pleasedothat...Thankyou"



Me:_nomatterwhatsheisstillZeemom,andItry

mylevelbesttotellherthatsheleftnotbecause

shedoesnotloveherbutshewassickandgoingto

comebackfeelingbetter"_

Shesmiledandheldmyhand"thankyouSbahle"_

Idecidedtochangethesubjectandfocusbackon

theworkathand,

Her:sohowdoyoufeelaboutyourbigday"_

Me:nervousIhaveneverhostedanartgallery

eventbefore...AndwhenIdoitsaninternational

eventthatalonescaresme"

Her:Ican'twait"_



Ilaughedwewentoverthespaceand ,Velicalled

usandtoldussheonherwayI'musingherevent

organisingandplanningcompany,toorganise

everythingforthisevent

shecomeshighlyrecommendedsoyawework

closetogethermostofthetime becauseIdolotof

events

OohIforgottotellyou,shehumbledherselftome,

andapologizedwellitwaswaterunderthebridge,

youknowmeandmyheartIjustdon'tdwellinthe

partmistakes,besidessheisfamilyshedating

uncleMzamoandalwaysinmyhouseandI'm

alwaysattherehouse,arewefriends?Toosoonto

yellbutwejustgettingtoknoweachothersheisa

goodpersonjustcrazyandmadlyinlovewitha

morecrazymananditsocutetowatch

.



"sorryImlate...Iwas,aishtraffic"

welookedatherandlaughed"_

Nola:trafficofhavingsexintheofficewithMzamo

again?"_

Her:what..No!".

Me:yourshirtisbuttonedallwrong"_

Her:oohJesu.."_

welaughedandgotonwithworkandassoonas

shetookoutherlaptopshemadetheeventcome

tolife..



Me:Weonlyhavethreedaylady'slet'smakeit

happens"_

Veli:wegotthismyQueenrelax"_

ThedriverdrovemebacktohouseandIwalkedin

thehouseandtookoffmyshoes

Ma-T:whentheclockhit17:00Iknewyouwere

goingtocomelatesoIcookedIhopeyoudon't

mind

Me:notatallthankyouma,

ngilambileIjustwanttoeatandsleep

Ma-T:letmegetthedinningtablereadyforyou"I

smiledandmademywaytomysonsroom,the



rockinghimandfeedinghisformula

Me:mayIplease"

Her:yesmyQueen"

Irockedmybabytosleepandsandtohim,Iplaced

himdownandtookthebabymonitorwithme,I

mademywaydownstairs,damnthis

Thishouseissoquite,bigandQuite,Iseton

dinningtablewithKokowhileweateourfoodin

silent,

ShestillgivesMrthatlookbutIjustsmileand

focusonmyfoodshelovesmeorhatemeijust

don'tcareSomewillaskwhydoihavesuchaheart

likethiswhydoiforgivesoeasily,callmewhat

everbutifitwasn'tforherIwouldn'thaveknown



Mvelo

Her:whydoyoudothis"

IlookatherIcouldnotbelieveshespoketomeits

beenthreemonths

Ijustlookedatherthinkingthatmyearsare

deceivingme

Her:whydoyoucaresomuch?"_

Me:youtheonlylivinginlawIhave"_

Her:butI..Ididthing..Badthings..."

Me:kokoitsallinthepast...Ijusthopewecan

movepastfromit."



"howdoyoujustforgivejustlikethat"sheasked

withtearsinhereyes

Me:TobehonesMasteringtheartofforgiveness

wasdifficultatfirstespeciallywhentheissueat

handhasdonedamagethatappearsatthetimeto

beirreconcilable.Inpastitwasveryeasyformeto

keepanemotionaltallyofeveryterriblething

someonehaddonetome,Inowfinditmucheasier

toletgoandmoveforward.TrustmeItusedtobe

easytostoreallofthoseissuesatthebackofmy

mindsothatIcouldusethemagainstthatpersonin

alaterstageButstoringupallofthosegrudgesto

useasammoagainstsomeonelateronreallydidn't

getmeanywhere.Tobecompletelyhonest,itreally

wasnotgoodatall.Instead,Ifoundmyselfstuck

withaballofemotionalstressthatunexpectedly

camealongsideholdingagrudge.Ittookmore

energyandmentalexhaustiontobemadwhen

instead,Icouldhaveforgiven,andmovedon."



Her:I'mreallysorrySbahle...Thethings.."

Me:kokoIhavelongforgivenyoubutIwishyou

couldforgiveyourselftohealthatwoundshould

havehealedlongtimeagotheminuteItouchedit

butbecauseyourheartisstillinthatplaceits

makingworse"

Her:I'lltry..."

Me:andprayaboutit"

Shelookeddown"howisMvelo"

Mr:givehimtime...Hewillcomearound"

Her;Ngimuphoxileumtanami"



Ijustlookeddown,minuteslatersheaskedtogo

rest,Iwheeledhertoherroomandcalledthenurse

tohelpmeputinherbed

Her:IwouldliketoseePhakade"

Ismiled"I'llbringhim tomorrowmorning,nowrest

koko'

.her:thankyouMntanami"

Ismiled"goodnightKoko"

ImademywaytomysonroomthankGodhis

asleepItookabathandtheminutemyheadhitthe

pillowIwasofftolalaland



Iwasdisturbedbyaticklishfeelingonmyneckno

itskissesIinhaledhim,Ismiledandjumpedontop

ofhimand satontophimandhewasjustsmiling

"ooohmyGodbaby"

Him:haybeautiful"_

Me:whatareyoudoinghere?'

Him:Imissedyousomuchthatcouldn'tsleepsoI

packmybabyandgotonaplaneandhereIam"

Ilookedatthetime

Me:its01:10am ,areyoucrazyyoutookmy

babyacrosstheworldatthishour"



Hin:Imissedyounjena..."

Hesetupstraightandhuggedme"mmmmyou

smellsonice"heranhishandsunderpyjamatop

Him:Ireallymissyou"hesaidbitingmyshoulder

anddigging

hishandsonmyskin

Me:babe"hekissedmeandtookmetocloudnine,

damnImishimtoo

Him:whosleepswithapantyandvestyou

practicallynakedandyoudidnotlockthedoorwhat

ifsomeonecamein,"

Ilaughed



Me:dotheyknowI'mmarriedtoabeast"_

Iunbuttonedhisshirt

Him:thebeastwantstohearyoumoanthantalk

abouthowmuchyoulove"_

Ifeltmybodyexplodingwithpleasurehistouch

aloneisenoughtomakemewet,thekisswas

gettingheatedupoutmoansandgroansfilledthe

room

Him:soIwascountingwethreemonthand1days

nowandandonehour..So...."_

Me:probationiphelile",



Henoddedandbitehislip...

.

Tobecontinued

chapter119

.

Fewmonthslayer

Sbahle****

it'sDecemberandthehouseisbuzzing,Sbukids

arehereandandthehouseischaotic,tooktime

offfromworkandI'mlovingtheroleofbeinghouse

wife,Hlelois5monthsnowandhissuchahand

full,Mvelokidsallhavegingerorreddishhairand



exoticeyes,HlelolooksmorelikeZeenowand

theygetalonglikehouseonfire.

Kokoisrecoveringslowlyandweabletositandtalk

nowwecamealongwaymeandthiswomenbut

witheverythingthathappensinourlife'sitwasfor

areasonandalsoshapeus.

MvelostillhasnotforgivenhernomatterwhatI

saytohimhisjustnotbudging,

Him:“Theworstkindofhurtisbetrayal,becauseit

meansthatsomeonewaswillingtohurtyoujustto

makethemselvesfeelbetter,Whensomeone

betraysyou,itisareflectionoftheircharacter,andI

don'ttrusteasilytojustforgiveandforget"

Me:“Forgiveyourselffortheblindnessthatput

youinthepathofthosewhobetrayedyou."hewill

justsayImustletitgo.



Oohwellwhilewestillonthepathofforgivenessat

leastoneoftheMngunimanwaswillingtosoften

hisheartandforgivehisdaughter,

Twomonthsbackwehadtomake"ukungeniswa

"homecomingceremonyforMveloAunt

Nomakhwezi,itshadsomethingtodowithhis

fatherfinallyforgivingherandallowedherto

reunitewithherancestors

,shockingrevelationsaboutMvelograndfatherwas

thathislionandhisalsostuckinalionbody,Iwas

introducedtohimasbigasheisIwasnotafraid,

hespendmostofhistimesinthegarden,Istill

havetomastersonhowtocommunicatewithhim

Mvelo"useyourinnerearyouwillhearhimtalkto

you"buthellodoIevenhavethatatall?



,soIjusttreathimlikeapatinsteadwhatelsecanI

dotolionvele?

Ontheexcitingsideofthings,myeventwasepic,

let'sjustsaymynameisouttherelikewayupthere

,Ijustbecameawellknowninternationalartist

overnightandI'mexpectedtobeinParisin

Februarymonthsforanotherartevent.Mycountry

justsupportedmeandI'mthenews,newspapers

evenhadavisitorsfromdeputypresidentthanking

meforputtingthecountry'snameonthemap.

Amassagecametroughmyphone"allour

sponsorsagreedtobepartofthe

charitygalafortheorphanage"

Iscreamed"yes!"



Thabaniisthebesthecanpursueafishtoswim

thathowgoodheis,

Myteamandimanagedtomeetmostofourshort

termgoalsandworkinghardinmeetingmidterm

goalsinfewmonthstime.Thabanistillcan't

believethatNolaisnottakenbyhimandnot

interestedinhim,hisbeenonhertaleformonths

butthatgirljustsaid"youagoodguyandallbut

I'mnotlookingformanrightnow"aishanyman

ballswillbecrushedbythatstatement,Iknowshe

hashereyesonsomeonebecauseshekeeps

sayingthatmymanisoutthereandonedayisone

day...Sheplayshercardveryclosetoherchest

andhasnotgivenusanyideasbutwilljusthaveto

waitandsee.

Loveisblossomingontheotherhandfor,

MzamoandVelitheygotengagedbrokethe

engagementoffandtheringwasbackon,theyare



onecrazycouple,Velirefusetomoveinwith

MzamoandMzamorefusetocommittoher,Veli

needguaranteeoftherelationshipandMzamosee

nopointinputtingatittleonthererelationship,

crazyright?Butoohsocutetowatch.

AspromisedIdidaskofMveloPrivateinvestigators

tolookforsli,afterfewweeksofsearchingthey

toldmehisZululand,Eshowetobeprecisesheis

workingasateacherinsomeschool,sheisstilla

singleparentandleavesinsmallapartmentItold

NolaandgavehertheaddressIonlyaskedthatshe

getsmehercellphonenumberforZeesake.

AishbacktothemorefinturnofeventsinMaynext

yearmytwoDrfriendsaregraduatingoohmyGodI

can'twaitSindyandZoearefinallygoingtobeDr

yeeehI'msoproudofthem,Zoeisfinallyreadyto

becalledMrsDlaminiorshouldIsayDrDlamini,

shesaidthatitshergifttoherhusbandforbeing

patientwithher,andmakingherdreamcometrue,



Ithoughttheywerelegallymarriedbutsurprisingly

itwasjustacustomaryreunion.lifehaskeptus

apartformonthsnowmeandgirlswedokeepon

touchcallsandtextandfacetimingbutitsjustnot

thesame,

sotheguysplannedanothergetawaytrip,the

locationsisstilltopclasssecretbuthayI'mtoo

excitedtoevencare.MpumeandIarestillnot

jellingandIdon'tcaresheholdnovalueinmylife

orwhatsoever,Mlondiontheotherhandis

crushingorlustingoverherlikecrazy,hesawan

Instagram

picwithallmygirlsandhejustsawher,Ihopeits

justasillycrushnothingmoreorelseBanziwill

haveavalidreasontokillhimnow

TalkingabouttheBhengu,Nsikaisstillabachelor

anddoesnotbelieveinorganisemarriageandso

fourthHiskinganddoesnotwanttohearanything



aboutawife...arrangedmarriageandshit..Idon't

knowifitsthechairormaybehewasalwayslike

thatandIdidnotnoticeorknowhimthatwell,but

hehasthatdemeanorpersonallyabouthim,that

justoozingpowerful,wehavecreatedabondme

andmybrothersandoohhowtheylovemy

husbandmomcallsMvelohislastbornofhisboys

andshecallshimmorethanshecallsme,same

goeswithmybrothers,bloodytraitors.

Whilemylifeontheoutsideworldlooksperfectand

soappetizing,behindclosedoorswehaving

problems.

MeandMvelohaveourupanddownsasanyother

couplebutitsbeenmothsnowandwestuckonlow

,yepwearefightingalot,ifeellikeI’mfacingthe

worstdilemmaofmylife,inwhicheitheroutcomeI

lookatititsabsoluteterrifyingifIgetitwrong,

there’snogoingback.WhenImarriedMveloI



knewhisexpectationsasheknewmine,Iknewthat

abigfamilywaspartofthedeal.Originally,Ididn’t

wantchildrenbutIwasarrangedtomarryhim

somehowIknewitwasmywifedutiestorebuildhis

lineages,

butatthebackofmymindIthoughtIwilljust

convincehimjustmaybewecanWaitawhilefor

that,Igotcareerhisgothiskidswilljust

complicatethings.

Butthishouseturnedintowarzone,itallstartedon

theopeningnightofmygallery,wehavebeen

havingsexnotstoptwodaybefore,

"whatareyoudoing?"

Me:itsamorningafterpill,wedidnotuse

protectionandimnotinanybirthcontrol"



Idownthepillandwowhealmostswallowedme

alive

Me:I'mnotreadyforanotherbabyMvelo..."

Him:andyoumadethatdecision

onyourown"

Me:Iamnotananxiousmother,buttheextentto

whichitdrainsmeismakingmeanxious.Iamalso

self-employedandjuststartedmycareer,theroyal

houseduties,whileHlelocriesatmyfeet...and

youwanttoaddanotheronenobabyIcan't"

Heneversaidwordthewholenight,hesmiledand

tookpicswithMebuthewasthere,heleftearly

thatnightandIfoundhimhiminhisstudyworking,

hechosetoleavemyimportantdayworkwow



"mvelo"

Him:I'mbusy"

Me:tonightwasmybignightMveloandyouchose

toleavemealoneforwork"

Him:....

Him:Mvelo"

Him:Idon'twantyoutotakepillsorejectionsor

putLupeandimplantson"_

Me:Mvelono"



Him:listentomeMabhengu..."

Him:Iwantustodothisparentthingandbedone

withit,sothatIwillhaveyoualltomyself,Idon't

knowwhatthefutureholdsformedeathscaresme

toshitespeciallyifIthinkofloosingyou,solet's

haveoursoccerteamnowsothatwilltravelthe

worldwhilewestillyoung..Iwanttohaveyouall

tomyselfsoonwithnokidsandpregnancygetting

intheway

IjustcriedwhilehelookedatMe

Me:.....

Him:Godisacreatorslethimmakethedecision,

notmedicine"



Me:mveloIcan'thaveanotherbabynow"

Him:youareQueenandthishouseistoobigfor

thefourofus,youknowI'mpracticallyanorphan...

SoIneedyoutogivemekidsI'llconsidermysister

andbrothersinsteadofmychildren...Neverforget

youwerechosenformetobemywifethemotherof

mykids..Wetalkedaboutbutyoudecidedyet

againtodowhatwanttodoifyoudon'tmindIhave

workto,andfindwaystoflushthatshitoutofyou

system"

Me:MveloNo!"

Him:....

Me:I'msickandtiredofyoucontrolingeveryexpect

ofmylifeI'm doneuyezwagotakea



asecondwife!!!"

Him:uyanya!!!"_heroaredandIalmostpeedmy

self

Me:atleastgivemetimetothinkaboutthis,"

Him:isthishowitsgoingtobeinthishouseI

speakyouspeak!!!...Hayiungazonginyanyisa

Sbahle!!...YoutheQueenregentandbloody

goddesslaphangaphandlenotinmyhouse...Now

goflushthatshitfromyoursystem"

Yeseversincethatdaymyhappyhometurnedinto

anightmare

Todayhiscomingbackandfromthelasttelephone

conversation



wehadheispissed,IfinishedcoockingandIhide

inthechildrenplayroom,toseemykidslikethis

wormsmyheart,yesmyfamilyisnotevenahand

fullAndandtheagegapbetweenZeeandHlelois

toobigthattheycan'tplaytogether,

Mvelohasapictureoffamilydynamictoseehis

kidsplaywitheachotherdowntheline,butthat

meansmefallingpregnantalmosteveryyear,I

wipedmylonetear,

HishereIfeelhispresencehisColognefillsthe

room,thekidsseehimandtheyjumpandhughim,

hehasHleloonhisonearmanNalediontheother

theotherstwoarehugginghimonhislegs,Istand

uphekissmeonthecheek

Him:hi!"

Me:hi"_hesmilefaintly,Iwalkoutleavinghimwith



thekids,I'minourroomandpacingaround,Isaid

reallymeanthingsonourlastcall,fewminutes

laterIherethedoorshuttingIstopandwalktothe

bathroom butheblocksthedoorbeforeIcould

closeit,

Him:weneedtotalk"

Me:Ineedtopee"

Him:noyoudon't,comeout"

Ishouldhavewornajeanthisdressistooshotand

itsmakinghimmoreangry,

Isitdownontheedgeofthebed,histakingofhis

cloths...ShitIhateitwhenheusessexasmeans

ofpunishment



Me:Mvelo....AboutthelastcallwehadI'm..sorry

"

Him:noyou...Don't...I'mgoingtofuckyouhard...

itgoinghurtandthenwegoingtalk..."

Iswallowedhard,

Me:babyplease..."

didhelistentomeno,heseducesmeandmade

meweakhiskisswasslowandhadsomuchlust

andfire

Heregoesmyfavoritemydress,itrippedandtorn

apart

"mvelo"Itsbeenweekssincewewerelastintimate



thislongdistancerelationshipwillbethedeathof

me

mybodybetrayingmehissuckingandlickingme

hishandscaressingmybodyandmakingfeelalive

I'mbouttoexplodeIpushinghisheadtogodeeper,

Me,:yesssss..Ooh!,"

IclosemyeyesIwassoclose,hestopes,

hislipswereonmeweonthebedandhisontopof

me,Iwanthimhewantsmetherewasanockon

ourdoor

Him:don'tanswerit,"

Itsalightknockitsmustbezee



Hisfingerswereincontactwithmycookieandilost

myself"Isaiddon't..."Inodded,hisdevouring

me

LikeahungrylionthatheisIknewthathisgoingto

fuckmesenselesslyfirstandmakelovetome,yes

ngonyamaalwaysdominateinoursexlife,who

eversaidthatpeoplemustwaitaftergivingbirthfor

monthstohavesexIhatethemIfeellikeavirgin

rightnow,it'spainfulasfuckanditnothelpingthat

thismanishavingmeinallangels,hewasontop

ofmeIwasscreaminghisname,makingloveto

himisalwaysmyweaknessIfoundmyself

agreeingtoeverything,hismanipulatingmewith

hisdick

"I'msorryMvelo"

,fuck'matyzingme,I'minhisspellhishittingall



therightangelsandcommandingmybodytobehis

,GodI'mloosingmyselfwhatspelldoeshehave

onme..

wehadaboutfoursteamyroundsandretiredin

thebathtubwhileIrestedmyheadonhischest

HisquitetoquiteI'mscaredtomoveamuscle

Him:everytimeIplantmyseedinyouyouflushit"

Iheldmybreath

Him:NgiyakhulumaSbahle..."

Me:I'mnotreadyforanotherbaby"

Him:whatdidIsay?"



Me:BabakaPhakadeIfeelnervousandguilty

aboutmakingthedecisiontostickwithonechild

fornow,youmightseeitashavinganeasiertime

nowforustoconceivebutahardertimelater

butanotherchildwillrequiresextralookingafteras

heorshewillnotbetheonlyoneinthishouse"

IdidntwanttoberesponsibleforMvelo

disappointmentandresentmenteithersoIhidethe

factthatI'moncontraception,butsomehowhe

foundoutandwowallhellbrokelose

Him:whichroyalhousedoyouknowhasonlytwo

kids?"

Me....



Him:soyouseefitthatyouractionsarejustified?

whodidyoutellaboutthat"_

Me:youwerenevergoingtounderstand!!!"_

Him:NgathiiyakhohlwathatunderthisroofI'm

yourhusband,andyoualsoforgottenthatyounot

marridetojustanordinaryguy...Youchosen

SbahletobeaMNGUNIWifeofshouldwelook

underthedictionarywhatdoesthewordwifemean

!!Iunderstandthiswholeshitofittoosoon,Hlelo

istooyoungifwewereanyotherfamilyitwould

simple,doasperyouwomenseefittohavekids,

butLAilaMnguni...Theroyalhouseasihloniphane

phelaMfazi.."

Me:sorry"

Him:Idon'tneedyoursorryIneedyoutotellme

whatwereyouthinkingwhenyoutookthatinjection



"

Hejumpedupfromthetubwrappedhistowelon

hislowerwaist

Him:khuluma"

Me:Ifeellikeyoupressurizingmetohaveanother

onesosoonandsoquickly,

Iamfeelingincrediblyanxiousaboutthis.Idon’t

wantasecondpregnancy/baby/toddler,butIdo

wantabigfamilybutnotnow"

Him:areyouhearingyourself"

Me:that'sthethingyounotlistening



AlthoughIamhappywithhow“good”amotherIam,

Ifindchildcareemotionallyandphysicallydraining,

relentless,frustratingandofteninfuriating.

."

Him:youhavemaids,NannyJesusSbahleyou

fuckinQueenwhyyoudomesticatingyourselfto

suchchores"

Me:ipreferdoingthingonmyown!IfindHlelo

“takes”alotfromme,andIdon’tknowifIhave

enoughenergy–physicallyoremotionally–to

managetwothreeorfour"

Helooksatmewithoutsayingawordhebelieves

thatwe’llgetasmuchhelpaswecanaffordbutI

stillfeelit’llbeanotherfiveyearsofmyhardlabour

untiltheygotoschoolandIhavesomeMrtime.I

don’tknowwhatstateI’llbeinbythen.Idon’twant



alifetimeoffeelingI’vemadeamistake–either

way–andIfeellikeI’mgoingtobedoggedby

“whatif?”allmylife.

Ifoundhimintheclosetdressingup,

Me:uyaphi?"

IfeellikeIwashitbyatruckmyLadypartsare

burningandmylegsarejellyhedidanumberon

methat'sforesure

Him:I'mflyingtoDurbanlaterbutnowIneedto

spendtimewithmyson"

Me:Mveloyoujustgothere?"

Him:Igotworktodo"



Me:itsfestiveseasonMvelo"

Hecontinueddressingup

Him:soyouflewallthewatjusttohavesexwith

meandleaveme"

Him:youthinkthatI'musingyouforsex,"

Me:whatdoyoucallthis?

Him:yesIgotcrazyappetiteforsexanditdoesnot

helpthatyousexy,butifungasanginikiuthi

nginikweubani?I'mtoooldtofuckaroundandI

haveafamilymyactionswilldeterminetheman

Hlelowillbe,yesIwillfuckyoutillyousquirtbut

thatdoesnotmeanIloveyouanyless...Neveruse

thatsexcardonmeuyezwa!!"_



Ilookeddownawalkedpassme,

Me:soifthingsarenotgoingtogoyourwayyou

goingtoleaveme?"

Him:

Me:youhardlyspendtimewithme...Ifitsnotwork

it'sHlelo...Wheredoifitinallofthis"

Him:youalsobusySbahlebutyoudon'thearme

complaining"_

Me:Mveloyousaidyouwantedtotalk!"

Him:Ineedair"



Me:Mvelo"heopenedhisbagandthrewpapersat

me

Him:DrPharsadcalledandtoldmeheneedsmy

consentforyoutohaveimplanonimplant"

Ilookedatthedocitwasanemailhesenttohi.

Him:soyouwerereallythinkingaboutbeingon

contraceptionfor3years...3yearsSbahlewithout

talkingtome...Yourhusband?"

IheldmymouthoohmyGod

Me:itswasjustaninquiry"



Him:musaungenzaisilimawena!"

Mytearsweregushingoutnow,

Him:IhavedoneeverythingSbahle...Everything...

ForyouIhavemadethismarriagenotoncelook

likeitwasanarrangedmarriageIrespectedyou

andloveyouwitheverybeinginsideofme...

.IhavenofamilyandtheonlythingIhaveever

wishforwastohavekidsmyownfamilyandyou

decidedtotakethatawayfromme.....youSbahle

....Outofallpeopleyoubetrayedmelikethis..

Hewascrying

Me:IwasjustaskingMveloIswearonmyfather

graveIdidnotgoaheadwithit,itwasamistake..

wasjuststressed"



Him:Itwasamistake,?yousayButthecruelthing

is,itfeelslikethemistakewasmine,fortrusting

you."_

Me:Mvelo.."_

Her:yourunyourmouthtellingmethatIdon't

spendtimewithyoubutIjustwanttopopbabiesin

you...Youtalkaboutmeruining...Wasthereeven

loveorwasitallpretencetoto...

Doyouhatemethatmuch?"

"MveloIwasmadIdidn'tmeananyofthosething"

Him:theonlythingIeverdidwastoloveyou,

protectyou,bethemanyouwantedmetobe,I

respectedyouandtreatedyoulikeaneggbutyou



shitonme...."_

Me:I'mreallysorry."

Him'younot...Iknowexactlyhowyoufeel,imeet

youwhenyouwereateen,marriedyouwhenyour

teen,madeyoupregnantwhenyouwerestilla

teen...BasicallyItookyouteenyears,youdonot

knowtheoutsideworld,thefinerthingsinlife,you

didnotmeetyoudreamsororachievedanyofyour

heartdesired...you20yearsnowandandadult

youreadytotakecontrolofyourlifenotgivinga

shitaboutwhoyouhurtalongtheway"_

Me:feelfreetodowhatever..Itsyourlifeangithi"

Me:mveloplease"

Istartedtorainlikecrazyoutside,Iknewits



becauseI'mcryingbutIneverthoughtinamillion

yearsitwillbelikethis,wehaveneverfoughtlike

thismeandMvelo,heisfeeduporjusttiredofme,

Ishouldhavemamaadviseandtoldhimweneedto

speaktosomeoneinsteadofdoingwhatbestfor

meandsidelinehim,

Hestoppedbythedoorandlookedatme

Him:haveonceaskedyourselfwhywecallyoua

chosenone?WhyIalwayscallyou'MY'wife...

'MY'Queen...Because“Youdidnotchooseme,but

Ichoseyouandappointedyousothatyoumightgo

andbearfruit—fruitthatwilllast—andsothat

whateveryouaskinmynametheFatherwillgive

you.”John15:16....becauseyouareachosen

people,aroyalpriesthood,aholynation,God’s

specialpossession,thatyoumaydeclarethe

praisesofhimwhocalledyououtofdarknessinto

hiswonderfullight.”(Peter2:9,...Maybeshouldask



thelordyoursaviorhebangedthedoorandwalked

out,Isankdownandcried

ThehouseisemptyhisgoneIhavebeencryingfor

hoursnow,hismorehurtthenangry,Ibetrayedhis

trusthislove,Iforgotmypurposeinthishouse,I

becameSbahleinsteadofhischosenwife,Iwent

againstourvowels....Houseandwealthare

inheritedfromfathers,butaprudentwifeisfrom

theLordroverbs19:14

.

.

Tobecontinued...
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Sbahle****

MamawalkedinandfoundmeonfloorIcriedmy

selftosleepandcontinuedandcried

Her:SbahleNkosazaneyamiyounotsupposeto

crylikethis"

"heleftmema...Hecouldnotevenlookmeinthe

eyeIbetrayedhim"

Her:itsOKbaby,youcryingismakingyourchild

restless,italsohasbeenrainingforhoursnow,

pleasebabyjustcalmdown,"



Shepickedmeupandsetmeonthebed,iwastoo

brokentofeelembarrassesthatthebedsheetshad

aftersexstains,

Pleasegowashyoufaceandcometalktome"

Me:Idon'tfeelOKma"

Her:wellIdon'tcareillmakeyousoupcometalkto

mama"

Shekissedmyforeheadandwalkedout,

Idraggedmybodytothebathroomandtook

showerinstead,

IjumpedontoMvelotrackpantsandhoodyIlook



likeahoboaszeewillsaybutitmakesmefeel

closertohim,

Ifoundmamawormingthefoodocookedearlier

thoughtsheismakingsoup

Shegavemeacupofhotcocoandandscorns

Her:talktomebaby"

Heheldmyhandandilookedatmybigdiamond

weddingringandIstartedcryingagain

Her:Sbahleizogulisaumtwanastopnow"

Me:myHusbanddesperatelywantsanotherbaby

andIdon't.Wehavea5monthsoldsonwhowe

adorebutIamcompletelysatisfiedwithourlives



thewayitisnow.Thereisnothinginmethatyearns

foranotherbabyandIreallydon'twanttogothru

thehorriblepregnancyandearlybabystagesagain.

"

Her:SbahlethroughoutyourpregnancyMvelowas

holdingyourhand,hewasneveranabsentfatherto

hisbabywhilehewasstillinyourwombyouknow

howmanywomenwilldiejusttogetthatfivestar

treatmentyougotfromhim"

Me:Iknowmamabutthatnotthepoint

andIfindbeingamomtooneallowsmetohaveit

all,workingfulltime,beingagoodwifeandagood

mom.Havingtwowouldknockthatbalanceoff.my

husbandandIhavebeenarguingaboutformonths

Her:SbahleItoldyouthatyouneedtotellhimthat

bothofyouneedtoseesomeonetotalkaboutthis"



Me:ninimama,hewasinUKandMinangilana,

sherefusetolistentome,herecentlytoldmehe

couldn'tseehimselfcontinuingtobehappyinthis

marriageifwedon'thaveanotherchild!!"

Mama:hesaidthat?'

Me:Ilostitmamaandisaidalotofthingsthati

didnotmeanonthatdayworseparthewasmiles

awayandwebusyhavingtelephonefight...WhenI

triedtocallhimbacktoapologizehewasnot

takingmycallsandtodayitjustbecameworse"

Her:how?"

Me:afewweeksbackIconsultedaDraboutsome

3yearsbirthcontrolimplantandthebloodyidiot

toldthelionandMveloconcludedthatIwasdoingit

,IswearmamaIwasjustaskingforaDradvise



nothingmore"

Mama:askisbaby"

Me:IfeellikeIfIgiveinandhavethisbaby,hewill

behappybutIwillresenthimformakingmedoit

andthatwilldriveusapartbutifIdon'thavethis

babythenIwillalsohaveabadmarriagebecause

hewillresentmefornotgivinghimanotherchild.It

feelslikeanowinsituationtome"

Ibustedoutandcried,

Mama:whereishenow?"

Me:heleftmehetoldmehisgoingtoDurban,I

madehimcrytearsofpainhewasbroken"



Her:doyouknowwhatdayitistoday"

Ishookmyheadno

Her:TwoyearsagoPamdiedtoday"

"OohmyGodhowcouldIforget"

Her:ithappenstoeveryoneofus,don'tblame

yourself'

Icriedevenmore

Her:thisbabytalkcameatatimewhenhetough

abouttheloossofhissister,hefeelsaloneinthis

worldandeverythingthathappendcloudedhis

judgementofthesituation,nometerhowmuchyou

wouldhaveapologizehewillstillfeellikeyoudon't



lovehimenough."

Me:butmamaIdo...WitheverythinginmeIlove

him"

Her:actionsspeaklouderthanwordsbabyifIcan

askyoutonamefewthingsyouhavedineforto

showhimyoulovehimwhatwillitbe?..."

Ilookeddown

Her:themanleavesacrossthecountryspendmost

ofhisnightintheoffice,workingonwaytomove

hisbusinessthissidefulltimeandwhenhrgets

backandtalkhiswifeaboutexpendingafamilyyou

lieonhisfaceanddotheoppositeonhisside"

Me:hewassoangrymamawhenItoldhimabout

menotwantingababy,hejustlashoutand



refusedtolisten"

Her:didyoutellhimyourreason"

Me:Ican'tspeaktohimwhenhislikethat"

Shelaughedandshookherhead

Her:youhavebeenmarriedfortwoyearsSbahle

bynowyouknowthekindofmanMvelois,hefeed

inpeoplesweaknessthatwhyhissuchagood

attorney,youholdyourgroundyoushoutyou

screamneverallowyourhusbandtointimidateyou,

orelseyouwillalwaysbeatailandnottheneckof

thebeast"

Ilookedather



Het:lookimsosorryyou’rehavingtonavigatethis

inyourmarriage.Itdoessoundlikeano-win

situation.Thatswhyiconsideredyoutwogoto

counseling,Yourhusbandmaybesubconsciously

tryingtomakeupforsomethingelsethat’slacking

andforthelookofthingsisthathelooksatZeeand

Phakadeandthinkstheworse,loosingasiblingis

likeloosingapartofyourorgan"

Iwipedmytears"IjustwanttofixthishowdoIfix

this?"

Her:Hereisthegoldenruleformarriageinall

things.

Yes...meansbothsayyes.

No...meansbothsayno.

No..meansonesaysno.

No...meansonesaysmaybe.



Allprimarymaritaldecisionsregardingthefamily

structureneedtohavebothspousessupportingthe

choice.

Bullyingandthreatsofabandonmenthavenoplace

inmarriage.

Thatsaid,bothspousesneedtosincerelydesirethe

happinessoftheother.

Lustiswhenyouwantonlyforownpleasureas

yourhighestpriority.

Loveiswhenthewellbeingofanotherismore

importanttoyouthanyourownwants.

Ofcoursewealwaysfailtomeettheideal.Butwe

striveforthebestinourselvesandourspouses.

Thatisgoingtomeanyoumustlearntoforgivethe

incrediblystupidhurtfulthingshewillflingatyou

duringabadfight.Thatmeansafterheapologizes,

youneverbringupthatthingagainandbeathim



withit.

Askyourselfifthereareanyconditionswhich

wouldchangeyoufromanotoayesonthisissue"

Ijumpedupfrommychair

Me:thankyouma"

Her:manjeuyaphi"

Me:togetmyhusbandback"

Her:Sbahledon'tactcrazy"

Me:helovesmecrazy...Ijustneedtostopcrying

andsquashhisballs"



Het:haybooo!"

Iranupandtomyroom,tookmyphoneIcalled

Austin"myQueen"

Me:Ineedyoutotellmewhereismyhusband"_

Helaughed

Me:I'mnotjockingAustinIneedforyoutolook

himupI'llbeinmycardrivingout"

Him:whatgoingon?"

Me:youcan'tquestionmeI'myourQueen"

Him:ook...myQueen"



IPassmadownstairs"I'llbebacksoo.""

Her:"bringHinbackhome"_

Me:Iintendtodothat"

Igotinmycarandmyphonebeeped"hisatthe

penthouse"

NxaDurbanmyfoot?Idrovetotownandpacked

onthebasementtookanelevatorsupwhichleadto

ourpenthouseitopenand.

Icalledouthisnamerantoeveryroomandhewas

notthere

Me:Ozyhisnothere"



Hin;letmetrackhisphone"

Iwaitedforhimhewastakingforever

Him:bardownstairs'

Me:shit'

Iranouttookanelevatordownwhenthedoor

openedalleyeswereonme,urgtheoutfitIlook

likeahoboina5starhotel.

Ilookedaroundthebardidnotseehim

Me:whereismyHusband?"



Iaskedthebartender

Him:aaaaaDlovukazi...'

Me:uphi?"

Hepointedatthedoorweretherewasbuffedup

guystandinginfrountofit

TheguystoppedmebeforeIcouldenter"I'msorry

mamthisisgentlemanclub..."

Mex:oohOKthankyouforlettingmeknow"Imade

mywayforwardagainbuthepushedme,

Me:"hayDon'tputyouhandsonmeyoupig!!!"_

Him:youarenotallowedinthisplace"



Me:Iownthisplace..Andmyhusbandinsidethere

"

Somegirlsdressedintightdressandkillerhills,

withtherebodyexpose,saidamagicwordandthe

bounceropenedthedoor,theygiggledscanning

meupanddown

whatthefuckarethosehoockers

Me:Ineedtogetinsidenow!!"

AgainheputhishandsonmeandIslappedhim

Me:touchmeonemoretimeyouwillsee"

Mybodyguardwalkeduptohimandwhispers



somethinginhisear

Hepoppedhiseyesopenandlookedatme

Me:whichrockdidyoucomeouttooyouknowthat

heputhandsonme"

B/g:sorrymanIwilldealwithpersonally"

"sorrymam Ididn'tnowI'mnewheremam..."the

bouncersaid

Me:justopenthebloodydoor"

Heopenedthedoorandwewalkedinsidewithmy

bodyguard



Me:uyaphi"

Bodyguard:I'mjustyourshadowmanI'mnoteven

here"

Thisplacesmellsofcigarandcigarette,whisky,

leatherandstrongperfumeorCologne,itsdarkwith

dimlight,onlyfewpeoplehere,hookersorslay

Queensaresittingonthethisfatguysoldenough

tobemyfatherorgrandfather,thisplaceisjust

disgustingIevenhatemyselfforbeinghere.Shit

thethingswedoforlove.

IsawMveloinoneofthecorner,

Me:"whatthefuck"hissittingwithsumslut,ooh

hellmeGodI'mgoingtopopsomecapinthis

bitch,Iheadthegirltalking



"_youknowIcantakethepainaway"

Him:howmuchdoIhavetopayyoutogetthefuck

awayfromme"

Me:youhadthemandeda"

Her:whothefuckareyou?"_

ItookMveloglassandplashitonherface"the

wife...Hamba"

Shechokedonherspitandfeltembarrassedmy

bodyguardgrabbedherbythearmshewascursing

andscreamingcausingallkindofscenewhilemy

attentionshiftedtothismanIcallmyhusband.



Him:whatareyoudoinghere"_hedidnotevenlook

atmebutcontinuedtofilluphisglasswithcognac

Me:soyouresortedtowhoringaround?...Who

sheoursurrogate"

Heliftedhiseyesbrowandlookedatme

Him:thoughdidnotcrossmymindbutwhybut

thankyoufortheidea"

IbreathoutloudIremindedmyselfthatIdidnot

comeheretofightbuttotalktohim

Him:canyoudothatheavybreathingsomewhere

else"

Me:Mvelowhathappeningstous?"



Him:ooohlet'sseeyouliedanddidshitbehindmy

back"

Isetdownandlooksathimhejustfocusedonhis

glass

Me:I'msorry..."

Him;howlong?"HecutMeoff"howlongdidyou

knowthatyoudon'twantkidsorbigfamily"_

Me:eversincewegotmarried"

Helaughed..."WowIjustgotplayed"

Me:Mvelo...Ifyouaskedmewhetherornotmy

currentfamilyis“enough,”Iwouldsayyes,weare



morethanenough.MychildiseverythingIcould

havewishedforandmore,andbeinghismother,

andparentingwithmyhusbandisadreamcome

true,butthetopicofhavinganotherbabywhile

hleloisonly5monthsit'sjust...'

Hecutmeoff

Him:whatcrazy,bizarre...Taboo..,Godcansure

dohisthingI'minthereverse-genderpositionof

wantinganotherchildwhileshedoesn't.

Unfortunately,Ilacktheuterustomakethishappen,

alongwiththeprestidigitationskillstoremoveher

IUDwithoutherknowing.Leftwithnootheroptions,

I'veresortedtoreasoningwithherbutshestilltell

meshitandpreferdoingwhatevershewants

becauseendofthedayitsherbody"

Me:Mveloplease"



Him:whatareyoudoinghere?"

"totalk...AndI'mnotleavingtillwemeetcommon

ground"

Him:I'mnotdoingthisbullshitwithyou...you

havealreadymadeupyouMindSbahle"

"canIgetyouanythingmam".waitressasked

Me:you'remostexpensivesemisweetbottleof

whitewine"

Him:whatthefuck?"

"andputthatonmyhusbandtab"

Mveloshookhisheadandfoldedhisarms



Him:notonlydoyouflushmyspermyoudrinktoo

now..AndIthoughtInowyou"

Me:havingamanlikeyoucandriveanygoodgirl

mad"

Him:youreallyseriousaboutnothavingbabyIsee

youevenresortedtoalcohol"

Me:youlookingatthisasifweLeaveinthestone

agaToday’syoungwomenhavemoreofachoice

abouttheirfertilitythantheirgrandmothersdid,and

perhapsclearereyesaboutthechallengesofchild-

rearingyesourgrandparents,havingchildren

wasn’taquestion,itwasagiven.Andtheyhadlots

ofthem,spawningthebaby-boomgeneration,"

Him:whatareyoutryingtosay"



Me:Throughoutmylife,Ihaveneverwantedachild

orfantasisedaboutmotherhood.It’snotwhatI

wantoutoflife.Isalutetothewomenwhodreamof

becomingamotherandgivingbirth,forhavingthe

strengthtodealwithbreastfeedingandthe

constantcareofanother,morevulnerablebeing."

Him:butyouhaveHlelo"

Me:Ididn'tknowthatIwaspregnanttillIwastwo

months,hewaswhatyoucallasurprisebaby

...madeinthemoststrangestway"

Him:soweratherpopsurprisebaby'sthenplan

one?"

Helaughedyouknowthatmockinglaugh



Him:Ifeellikeitsabitunfairyouknow...Compare

tonumberofwomenwhowantbabybutcan'tand

yetimsittingacrossawomenwhohasahealthy

wombbuthastermsandconditionsabout

pregnancy"_

Me:whydoIfeellikethiswillbeissueinour

marriage"

Helookedatme

Me:lookMveloiempathisewithwomenwhowant

tobeamothersandcan’t,butjustbecauseIdon’t

desirechildrenNOWdoesnotmakemeselfish."

Him:uyangdakelwamanje"

Ibreathoutloud



Me:youknowthefunnythingisthatRespectis

earned,notgiven”suggeststhatifyouwanttobe

respected,youcannotforcepeopletorespectyou

justbecauseyouwantthemto...soifthattherout

youwantustogowiththisconversation

singaqhubekaMnyenuwami"

Hebreathoutloudfinallywecantalkadult,Mvelo

isoneofofthePeoplewhoadheretothissaying

recognizethatnoteveryoneisbornequalandthey

aren’tobligedtoloveorrespectanyonejust

becausetheyexist.Toearntheirrespect,youneed

toprovethatyouareworththeirtime.

OurdrinkscameandwellOKitstastesdifferentbut

drinkable,kantiwhatthefussaboutwine?

Hi.:We’vebothknownfromthebeginningofour

relationshipthatialwayswantedkids,always

wantedafamily,andI’vealwaysbeenambivalent

ashellaboutit,”



Me:Inoticean"I"nota"we"inthisstatement"

Him:thatthethingwithmodernwomenthey

alwaysmakeunnecessarygapsintherelationship,

theyisalwayssomethingelsetheyseekwhilethere

incommittedrelationship,marriageisnotabout,

meandyouitsaboutthevalueoffamilyofour

lineage,mybiologicalclockmaybetickingtohave

ababynowandyoursmightnot,

Buttomakeababynoworlateritsstillthesane

thingyouwillstillbepregnant,Iwillbetherefor

youthroughitallandpaythebestnanny,becauseI

canofferedit...

indodaindodangezinkomozayoSbahkeitsnot

aboutmedestroyingyourlifeandyourfuture,ifI

canprovideformyfamilywhatstoppingusfrom

makingmorechildrenngikhuliseumuzikababa"



Me:I'mnotsayingIwon'tbutjustnotnow?'_

Him:maybeyouwon'tunderstandthisorgetthis

morementhanwomensaidtheywantedkidsOn

theotherhand,morewomenarereportedtobe

seekingindependenceintheirrelationships,

personalspace,interests,andhobbies...wejust

won'tdifferentthingsSbahle"

Me:that'swhyfewhoursbackyouwerewillingto

breakupourmarriageanddestroyourcurrent

child's"nest",justbecauseyouwantsanotherchild?

,'

MveloisaidIdon'twantababynownotforever,"

Him:Iknowthatifitsnothappeningnowitwillnot



happensinthefutureIknowyou...Somethingwill

come...finishupyourdrinkweneedtogethome"

HissourIdon'tknowwhattodonow,Italkedto

himbuthisjustmakingalotofsense,speakinga

lotoftruth

Me:mveloAchildisseriousbusiness.Achild

shouldnotbebroughtintoarelationshipifone

partnerdoesnotwantitbecausetheresentful

parentwilllashoutonthechilddirectlyorindirectly

Idon'twanttoraisemykidslikethat."

Me:Thanyouneedtoseesomeone...Yougot

issues"

feelfunnynowthiswineismessingwithmyhead

Him:winestillgood"heaskedwithastraightface



Me:mmmm"

Him:sinceweplayingbyyourrulewhenare

planingonhavinganotherbaby"

Me:whenHleloturns2"

Him:Isee..."hestoodupandItriedtostandand

mybodyfeltweird,helookedatmeandjustputhis

handsonhispocket,drivinghomewewereboth

quiteandonlymusicplaying,Imademywaytoour

bedroomandchangebeddingandputonnewlinen

,Iwenttobedandhedidnotjoinme,silent

treatmentisback.

itspastmidnightI'mwokenupbyclickingsound

hisonhisPC,what?hisworkingatthishour,I

raisemyheadupIlookathimhelooksatme,and

getsonwithhiswork,



foralongesttimeinthismarriageIdon'tknowhow

togettroughtohim,Iturnedandlookedonthe

otherside

.

.

Tobecontinued

chapter121

.

Sbahle***

Christmascameandgone,ourlivingconditionin

thishouseisjustlikethis:

Him:morning"



Me:morning"

Him:goodnight"

Me:night

wegreateachotherandonlytalktoeachother

whenwehavekidsaroundus

hehasnottouchedmeforweeksnow,

Itriedtoinitiatesexitwascomingandcomingand

coming,andhejustgotofMeandtoldmehisnot

feelingit,Imeanhowcanyousaythatwithout

evenputtingitinside

Me:Mvelo"Isaidsoftly



Him:whathappeningtous"

Ihuggedhimfrombehindandcrossedmylegs

aroundhiswaist

Me:I'msorry"

Him:IknowSbahleIseeitinyoureyes"

Me:weneedtospeaktosomeone"

Him:I'mgoingbacktoworkinfewweeks"

Me:Mvelothisisimportant"

Hebreathoutloud



HespendmostofhisdayswiththekidsandI

drowninmypitysorrow,momcalledmeandgave

memouthfulIdecidetoputmyphoneonaeroplane

mode,

WheneverwestarttalkingmeandMveloitsend

withshoutingbangingofdooritjustwarzone

"wegoingtochurch"

Him:mmmm"

Me:itsa1stofJanuaryMveloIthoughtyouwill

comewithus"

Him:mmm"



Ilefthiminbed,idressedupandhewasstillinbed

Ifiguredhisnotbugging,Iprayedtillicriedandbut

miracledololo

2ndweekofJanuarymamakhumalocalleda

familymeetingandmybrotherandmothermade

methebadperson,

NsikaaskedwhenMveloismovingbackthisside

causeitmightbesomeofthereasonwedrifting

apart,

"onlyfewyearsandiwillbemovingthefirmthis

sideIjustneedtomergewithonefirmthisside,

buttheguyishardtocrackbutI'mworkingonit,"

ThiswasnewtomeIjustthoughthisavoidingme

withworkingandtravellingfromDurbantoJozi,



buthisactuallyworkingonasolution

Ilookedathimandhelookedatme,hetalked

abouttrustissuewhichmadelotofsense,Mvelo

alwaysplanshislifewithmeIsmileandnodat

timesjustavoidgoingagainsthiswordbutmostof

thetimeIturnaroundanddomyownthing

Mvelo:wetalkaboutthebabyissuefromthefirst

dayImeetSbahle,shenodesandagreed...Turn

aroundandstarteddowningpills...Sheshould

havetoldmeaboutherconsentlookI'mguyIdon't

knowwhat'stherightorwrongbirthcontroltouseI

wouldhavewenttoseetheDrwithherandchose

suitabletreatment"

Me:youwouldn'thaveagreed"

Him:becauseyouknoweverythingthatgoesinmy

head?"



IlookeddownyepIassumed

Mama:OKSbahle,Mvelofeelslikeyoubetrayed

himandtrustwasbroken,lookyoutwoTrustinan

intimaterelationshipisrootedinfeelingsafewith

anotherperson.Infidelity,lies,orbrokenpromises

canseverelydamagethetrustbetweenahusband

andwife.That,however,doesnotnecessarilymean

thatamarriagecan'tbesalvaged.Although

rebuildingtrustcanbechallengingwhenthereisa

significantbreach,itis,infact,possibleifboth

partnersarecommittedtotheprocess."

Ilookedathimandfoldedmyarms

Him:wetalkedaboutcounselingfewweeksbackI

washopingmywifewilldragmetherekickingand

screamingsinceshecamewithanideabuttillto

dateI'mwaiting"



Me:whymustitbeme?'

Him:didIdoavasectomybehindyourback?"

Mom:ini?"

Nsika:surgicalprocedureformalesterilizationor

permanentcontraception"

Me:MveloididnotdoitIwasasking"

Hestoodupandranhishandsonhisface

Him:I'mtiredofdoingthisthingoverandoverits

done,shedoesnotwantkidskwlfinewithme,its

herbodyafterall!"



Mom:mkhwenyanapleasecalmdown"_

Iwasjustplayingwithmyhands,andsniffing

Iwantedtoraisethetopicofhimnottouchingme

buthowcanIdothatwithmama,mymomand

Nsikaaround,mamadoesnotshyawayshejust

wentaheadandaskedus,Icontinuedtolook

down

"IbelieveI'mexpectedtonowwearacondomifI

havetosleepwithher,soI'mwaitingforhertobuy

one"

HewasbluntandlookedatmewitheyesIhave

neverseen,Ilookeddownancried

Me:whyamItheonetoblameLana,youwillingto

leavemeandthekidswepractically



strangersinthishousenow,tellthemhowyou

shout,controlandtreatmelikeakidthenyour

partner,everybloodythingmustbedoneyourway

orhighway...MveloI'mtiredandexhaustedIwant

spacetobreathtobeme...Youalwaysbreathing

overmyneck,Sbahledothisdothatandthat...

WhereisSbahleneedsinI'llofthis?"

Helaughedandranhishandsonhischin

"thisisnotajail,I'mnotholdingyouunder

captive,SbahleIstaymilesawayyoupractically

leavealoneyoucandowhateveryouwantbutyou

actlikeI'mtheonewho'sholdingyouback,Igave

freedom youcangoflyakitethehellIcare,just

leavemykidsoutofthatselfdiscoverybullshit

adventureyouabouttoembarkon!"

Mama:enoughMvelo!"heclickedhistongue,



apologizedtomomandwalkedout

Nsika:I'llgotalktohim"

Me:Idealwiththiseverydayhisalwaysangry...I

can'ttalkwithhimwithouthimshowingmethe

door"

Mom:Sbahleawuyekeukutetetama...It'sbeen

weekssinceyoursecretwasrevealed.Youfeel

awful,maybealittledepressed,andincrediblyguilty.

Everymorningyouwakeuphopingitwasthatbad

dreamagainyou'vebeenhavingforthepastfew

months.Butthisisreal.

Yoursecretisoutandyourpartnerknows.Your

greatestfearisthatyourlapseinjudgmentwillend

thebestrelationshipyou'veeverhad.Thequestion

youkeepaskingyourself,overandoveris,"Willhe

evertrustmeagain?"



Thetensionbetweenthetwoofyouinthehouseis

thick,mixedwithanger,hurt,love,remorse,and

uncertainty.Emotionalconnectionanddistance

occupythesamespace,resultinginatug-of-war

betweentwosouls."

Me:howmanytimesdoIhavetoapologise"

Mama:thisisnotyou'rebrakingaglass,taking

fewnote,smashingacarorburninghisfavorite

shirtkindofasorry,thisisyoutakingeverything

hehasbuiltandworkedforandputtingitonhold

justbecauseyoucanandhehasnocontroloverit,

ityourwombhislifedependsonit...Sothinkwhat

sorryishelookingfor"

Me:Idon'tknow"

Mama:evenwiththisthicksilenttreatment



betweenyoutwo,hiseyesspeaktoyousaying,

"Canwesurvivethis?"

Me:Ican'tloosehimma'

Mom:Lendodayakhowillgetasecondwifeand

trustmeyounotcutouttobeesithenjini,what

happeningwithyou?"_

Me:makaSbahleHeloisonly6months"

Mom :isizulusithiumfazinendodabeqaingane

ina3months,"

Me:butMonallyou'rekidsare5yearsapart,why

mustIhaveababynow?"

Her:IwasmarriedtoBhengunotMnguniweset



downandtalkedaboutthis,Sbahleyougoodat

keepingthingstoyou'reselfandexpectthatevery

onecansee,Mveloisanopenbookbutyouhe

learnseverythingnewabouteveryday...Whenare

yougoingtoletyourhairdownwithhim?"

Didthemeetingmakeanydifferenceno,butmy

husbandwentbacktotheUKtowardsendof

Januaryandshitgotworse,hewasnottakingmy

calls,Iwasn'tsureifhischeatingornot,Iwas

loosingmymindIwasstressedoutandcouldnot

stomachanything,Idrownmyselfwithwork,but

fewhourslaterIfoundmyselfinaplanegoingto

UK,

Iletmyselfinitwasatnight,Imademywaytoour

bedroomhewassleepingwithhisclothsonlaptop

openandboxofpizzaonsidetable

ISetdownnexttohimandmovedhishairfromhis

face



"hle-hle"

Me:hi"

Heappendhisdreamyeyes,

"Hle-hle"_hesmiled,Ihaven'tseemthatsmile

sincelastyear,hesetupstraight

Him:babe"

Ijuststartedcryingandhepulledmetohisarms'

Me:I'm...Sorry,Ireallyam,I'msothankfulyou

cameintomylife.Youhavecontributedpositively

towardsmywellbeing,Ican’tevenexplainhowI

feel,Youhavemademeknowhowtoloveby



showingmeyouraffection,thoughIamafraidof

losingyoubecauseIloveyousomuch

Iknowthingshavenotbeenrightbetweenus,butI

promisetobebetterfromnowonwards,Please

forgiveme,foryourloveissomethingthatIcannot

dowithout.EverydayIcraveforyourlove,Iwant

youinmyheartforever.Mvelo,pleasedon’tever

stoplovingmeIreallyamafraidoflosingyou,

wherewillistartpickingupthepieces,"

Him:shuuuui...ItsOKitsOK.."

Me:Idon’tknowifamtoolate,isitbecauseIamnot

toogoodforyou,pleasetellmemylove,howcan

fixmywrongs"

Him:Ineverwannaseeyouinmyfutureasa

stranger.We'vebuiltsomuchtogether.Inever

wannawatchyouwalkbymeasifnevermet.Itwill



literallykillmeinside.I'thenosyterrifiedperson.

Aliverightnowandscaredoflosingyou.Although

we'vemadevowel,I'mjustscaredthatthose

promiseswon'tmeanmuchinthefuture.don't

knowwherewe'reheading.I'mjustworried.We

startedoffasstrangers,andreallyhopingwedon't

endasstrangers.,"

Me:youstillloveMe?"Ilookedupandwasmeet

byhiseyes

Him,:myheartbeatsforyouonlySbahleWhenI

firstsawyou,Ifeltlove,Iamsoblessedthatour

lovegrewstrongerwiththepassageoftime.Thank

youforyourloveandtrust,Youaremylife,mylove,

myhappiness,mysoulmate,myworld.Thankyoua

hundredtimesforbeingthebestpartnerinthe

world."

Me:andnowyoumaykissyourbride"Helaughed

aswekissed,



Ispendjustaweekwithhimandwasonmyperiods

thewholetimesonofunnybusiness,asperofhis

promisewewenttoseeaDrandhegaveme3

monthbirthcontrolinjection,knowingmvelohewill

remindmeallthetimetillHleloturns2years,yes

wecametoanagreement,wecan'tdocounselling

nowsincewedonotlivetogetherbutwepromised

okIpromisedtotalkmore.

Him:thisisthebesttimetodoitwhenyouonyour

periodsyouwon'tgetpregnant,"

Me:UwwwwweMvelothatjustdisgusting"

Him:babeIdiveintherepopesyoucherryandyou

bleedsowhatthedifferencenow?"



Me:Mveloyounotgettinganylet'sjustwatchthis

moviewithnofunnybusiness"

Hetookmyhandandmademefeelhisbonner"i

lookedathim,hedidablowjobsignwithhis

mouth

Me:no!"

Him:IwantIdivorce"

Me:golookforit...AndtellmewhenyoufinditI

wantittoo"

Webustoutandlaugh



WetraveledtoParismidFebfortheart

exhibition,ImustbejetlegbecauseIwastired

andfeltverysick.

TheexhibitionwentprettywelleventhoughIwas

justburningupwithfever,

Iwalkedoutofthelady'sroom andIwasmeetby

hiseyes,heplacedafingeronmymouthand

pushedmebackinside

Me:whatareyoudoing"

Him:beingadventures"

OohJesusnoI'mnothavingsexinatoilet,ohgod

yes..Itfeltsogood...Butsowrong.."



Him:fuckitsupposetobeaquickly"

Me:weneverhaveaquickly"

Him:movefast...Yesjustlikethat'

HeheldmymouthwhileImovedfastonhim

Me:ooh...Wow!

Him:shuuuu

"QueenSbahleMnguni"someonewascallingmy

name,iclearedmythroat"yes"

"Mamyoubeingcalledonstageforspeech"



Me:speech?'

Her:yesmam"

Mvelo:shit"

"shutupthisisallyourfault"Isaid

Him:youwerebusymovingslowItoldyouis

quirky"hewipedmeandhimself,heflushedthe

tissueandwewalkedoutshitthisgirlisstill

standinghere,shelookedatmeandthistallidiot

behindme,shesidesmile

Her:thiswaymam"

Mvelowasbusytouchingmyass,Ikeeppushing



hishandaway

Him:thethingsI'lldotoyouwhenwegethome,"

Me:howdidyouevenknowIwasnotonmyperiods

"_

Him:Icalculateeverymoveyoutakelove,firsttwo

daysarehaveheavyflow,3rddaynormalflow,4

dayisyourlastday,todayyoutookabubblebath,

normallywhenyouonyourperiodsyoutakea

shower"

Idroppedmymouth

Me:whoareyou?"

Him:yourhusband"hekissedmycheekand



spankmyass"gogetthemtiger"

Iwasinaspotlightandwowisthisanaward?...

Thiswasnotintheprogram,...Theroomwasquite

andtheylookedatmeMvelowassmilinglikea

retard,

Me:wowisthisforme,"ilifteduptheawardthey

laughed

"Iamextremelyhonoredtobereceivingsuchan

importantawardfromtheinternationalacademic

artexhibition

IamearnestlygratefulfortherecognitionIhave

receivedformywork,becauseIamverysurethat

everyothernomineeforthisawardwasascapable

ifnotmore,ofwinningthisaward



Itsallstartedallinmyfatherbasement,whenhe

toldmewhendoingartyoumustcloseyoureyes

andsing.…artislove,artisasong,artisfeelingof

peace,IknewthatIwantedtofollowinhisfootstep

,IwaslaterchosentomarryintoMnguniRoyal

family,itwasanarrangedmarringthatblossomed

toafairytalelovestoryIwasonceCinderellaandhe

cameintomylifelikePrinceCharming,myhusband

iseverythingIprayedfor

Godfearing,humble,gentle,faithfulandlovingman

heis filledwithrespectandprotectmefromall

harm,troubleandafflictions.Whentimesgottough

Godcamefirstinhislife,Iaccepthispastdespite

thatitalmostbrokeus,Iprayedthathecomefully

doneawaywithhisoldbadhabitsandalsomayhis

pastbehistoryaswetakeeachotherfromtheday

webecametogetherinthisrelationship,hehas

gavemetwobeautifulchildren,athroneandhe

pushedmetobethewomenIamtoday,thisdream

willhavenotbeenpossibleifhedidnotbelievein

me,itstruewhentheysaydaughtersdomarry



therefathersbecauseKingMngunihasshownme

thatloveisart,artislove,artisasong,artis

feelingofpeaceIdedicatethisawardto

him ...thankyouhubby"

Thankyouforwalkingwithmetroughthisjourney

offindingtrueloveandtobechosenforapurpose

.

.TheEnd


