


THEBACHELOR

PROLOGUE

Sabelo,awelltallbuilthandsomemanisseen

takingawalkfromhishometoastreamnotfar

fromhishome.Thepeopleandanimalsaround

herearedependingonthisrivertolive.

HeisswinginghisstickaroundIntheairwhistlinga

songknownbyhimuntilhereachesatreewherea

beautifulladyisstandingunder.Hesmilesbroadly

asheapproachesher.

Sabelo:thembalamathembaami

Sthandwasenhliziyoyami

Mjabulisiwemizwayami



Ngilosiyamaphuphoami

Kunjanibaby?(Howareyoumylove)

Theladyisredfromalltheblushing,shebrushes

herarmstryingsohardnottoblushbutshecan't

helpitasSabeloisstaringstraightintohereyes.

Minenhle:ngiyaphilaNyambosekunjani?(Iam

goodhowareyou?)

Herreferringtohimbyhisclannamesgetshimso

excitedthathemovesforwardtoherforahugbut

Minniemovesbackwards.Sabelofrowns.

Sabelo:Thembalami,kwenzenjani?(Mylove,what

iswrong?)

Minenhle:lutho.KuzomelesikhulumeSabelo.

(Nothing,wehavetotalkSabelo)



Sabelo:uyangithusakemanjekodwakulungile.

(Youarescaringmenowbutit'sfine).

HesayssittingdownonthebigstoneandMinenhle

continuestandingwithherbackagainstthetree

playingwithherfingers.Sabeloquietlylooksather.

Theloveofhislove.Theyhavebeentogetherfrom

highschool.Peopleassumedtheyweregoingto

breakupwhenSabelowenttoUKZNtofurtherhis

studiesbutdroppedoutonthethirdyearafterhis

fatherpassedaway.

EversinceMrMthethwapassedaway,Sabelowas

forcedtodropoutofvarsityanddooddjobsjustto

keephisfamilyaliveandgoing.Minenhleisdoing

herBed,secondyearandheissoproudofher.She

issmart,bothofthemactually.

Heisprayingsohardtogetadecentjobandmarry



her.Hecanimagineherswingingandswayingher

hipsathisfather'shouseservinghismother.

Minenhle:lentoengizoyishokuweayilulakodwa

kumelengiyishongobaisikhathisiyahamba.(What

IamgoingtosaytoyouisnoteasybutIhaveto

sayitbecausetimeismovingfast)

Herwordsbringshimbacktolife.Hegivesherthe"

goonlook".

Minenhle:sekuyisikhathisithandananaweSabelo,

iminyakaemihlanuakuwonaumdlalo.(Wehave

beentogetherforfartoolongnowSabelo,5years

isnotachild'splay)

Sabelo:kunjaloThembalami,seyiyindeindlela

esiyihambilefuthisisayakids(that'struemylove,

wehavebeentogetherforalongtimeandweare

stillgoingfar)



Minenhle:ngicelaukubuzaukuthiuzimiseleni

ngathi?Ngami?(Pleasetellmeyourintentions

aboutusandme?)

Sabelo:(smiling)ukukuthathangikufake

emagcekeniakwaMthethwasandiseisibongosika

baba.(Tomarryyouandhavekids)

Minenhle:niniSabelo?(WhenSabelo?)

Sabelo:umanjengitholaumsebenzio..(assoonas

Igetajobthat...)

Minenhle:(cuttinghimrollinghereyes)kuni

wawuculaleloculoSabelo?Ontangayamibasemzini

yabomanjeandtheyhaven'tbeenwiththeir

partnerssolonglikeus!



Sabelotrieshislevelbesttoremaincalmbutthe

factthatMinnieiscomparingtheirlivestoothers

doesn'tsettlewellwithhim.Sheknowshissituation

betterthaneveryoneelse.Sheishisbestfriendfor

Christsake!

Sabelo:(sighs)sthandwaSam,uyaziangithiukuthi

ngiyazama?(Mylove,youdoknowthatIamtrying

right?)

Minenhle:wellyouarenottryingenoughSabeloand

I'mtired.

Sabelo:(calmly)angizwangakahleekugcineni,uthi

kwenzenjani?(Ididn'thearthelastpart,yousaid

youarewhat?)

Minenhle:ingobamhlambengishongesingisi,

Sabelongikhatheleminaukubekezelelananawe,

ngilokungethembaukuthiisimosakhosizoshintsha



kodwalutho.BhekaumfowenuuBonga,wenza

ezibukwayoegolikodwamncanekunawe!(It's

becauseIsaiditinEnglish,SabeloIamtiredof

beingpatientforyou,busyhopingthatyour

situationisgoingtogetbetterbutnope.Lookat

yourbrotherBonga,heisdoingwondersin

Johannesburgbuthe'syoungerthanyou!)

Thatcomparisonagain.Hegetsthatalotfrom

peopleandhealwaysmovesitbacktohismind

becausepeopledon'tknowthesacrificeshemade

sothathisbrothercanfinishhisstudiesandnotbe

likehim.Byluck,Bongagotajobbeforehecould

evengraduate.Hearinghisgirlfriendsaythisbroke

him.

Sabelo:(lowvoice)uzamaukuthikimiMinenhle?

(WhatareyoutryingtosaytomeMinenhle?)

Minenhle:wellI'mnotcomparingyoutoBongaor

anythingbutallI'msayingisthatdosomething,



followhimtoJoburgmaybehecangetyou

somethingthatsittingathomethewholedaynot

doinganything.HonestlySabeloifthisishowyou

aregoingIwillgiveup.

Ialsowantthesoftlife,Iwantyoutobuymenice

things,takemetovacationsandbehappy..

Sabelo:(holdingherhands)okaybaby,Ihearyou.

BongaisbringinghisdaughterthisweekendsoI

willleavewithhimMondaymorning.

Minenhle:(smiling)nowthat'swhatIamtalking

about.

Sabelo:IwillmakeyouhappybabyIpromise.Just

don'tleavemeplease.IloveyouMinenhle.

Minenhle:Iloveyoutooand...



Herphoneringsdisturbingher,"Daddy"flasheson

thescreen.Sheswallowsanddropthecall.Sabelo

looksather.

Minenhle:Ineedtogohome.FatheriscallingIam

sureheiswonderingwhereIam.

Sabelo:ngizokubonaangithingaphambikokuthi

ngihambe(IwillseeyoubeforeIleave?)

Minenhle:urhmyeahsure.

Sabelo:okaysthandwaSam,uziphathekahle.

Hesaysgettingupandhugsher.Minenhlesmiles

weaklyandwalksoffwavingathim.Hestaresat

herwalkingawayandsitsdownonthestone.



Herwordscomebacktohisears.Heshakehis

headstoppingthetearsthatarethreateningto

comeandgetsupgoingbacktohishome.

HemeetshismotheroutsidetherondavelMaking

fireontheground.Hesmiles,heknowsthatwhen

hismothercooksoutsidesheisabouttomakea

meansteambread.

Sabelo:avengikuthandawenasalukaziSami,ithi

ngikuqoqeleizinkuni(thewayIloveyoumother,let

mebringmorefirewoodforyou)

MaCele:wabuyasobhocobelenjekwenzenjani?

(Whydoyoulooksodown?)

Sabelo:akuluthonjemamaengingekengikhone

ukubhekananalo(it'snothingIwon'tbeableto

handle)



MaCeleshakeherheadandcontinuewithwhat

she'sdoing.

Sabelo:ngicabangaukujikanoBongakengiyozama

izinhlanhlazomsebenziegoli.(Iamthinkingof

returningwithBongabacktoJohannesburgandtry

jobhuntingthere)

MaCele:ewusengizosalangedwa..(Iwillbeleft

alone)

Sabelo:awumama,omakhelwanebakhonafuthike

nendodakazikaBongaizohlalalakhayaunomphelo

uzothuma(butmom,theneighborsarehere,plus

Bonga'sdaughterisgoingtostayherepermanently

soyouwillhavesomeonetosendaround)

MaCele:ngiyazindodanaukuthinjebesengijwayele

ukuhlalanomuntu,ukubakhonakwakholakhaya



bekuwunikaisithunzilomuzi(IknowsonjustthatI

amusedtohavingyouaroundandhavingyouhere

bringsrespecttothishouse)

Sabelo:ngizobuyanjalongenyangamama,

ngiyakuthembisa(Iwillcomebackhomeevery

monthMom,Ipromise)

MaCele:kulungilemfanawami,ngiyakukhululafuthi

ngikuphanezibusiso(it'sokaymyson,Iam

releasingandgivingyoublessings)

Sabelo:(huggingher)ngiyabongaNdosi.

Tobecontinued.

TheBachelor

Insert1



MINENHLE

Iwalkedstraightandcheckedmybackforthelast

timebeforeclimbingintothecar.Joeisrestedon

hisdriver'sseatchairwithhishandsonhishead.

ThemomentIsettleonychairhegetsuplookingat

hisgoldrosewatchnotpleasedatall.

Me:Iknow,IamsorryIamlate.

Joe:youknowIhatewaiting.Whattookyousolong?

Me:IwaswithSabelo....

Joe:didyoubreakupwithhimasagreed?

Me:ItIsnotaseasyasitseems.Ineedtime.



Joe:(chuckling)MinnieIamrunningoutof

patience...

Me:(holdinghishands)babyplease,Ialreadyhinted

theideatohimallthatIneedtodoisbreakthe

newstohim.HeissoftNdfragilesoIneedtobreak

hisheartgently.

Joe:(lookingatmesternly)fine.Don'ttaketoolong

becauseyouknowIamacatch,lotsofgirlsare

envyingtobeyourightnowandyouareveryluckyI

pickedyou.

Me:IknowbabyandIamgrateful.Truly.

Hesmiles,andmoveshishandtomytighsuntilit

reachesmyunderwear.



Joe:Ihopethishoboofyoursdidn'ttouchmy

goodies.

Me:(shakingmyhead)nohedidn't,Ipromise.

Joe:good,Ihavebookedahotelnearby.Let'sgo

catchup,Ihavemissedyou.

Me:(smiling)okay.

HestartshiscardrivingawayandIexhalelooking

outsidethewindowasthecardrivepastSabelo's

house.

SABELO

ItakeoffmyheadphonesandIhearahootandmy

dogbarkinglikecrazy.Iquicklysitsupputtingon



myshoes.

Macele:(shoutingfromherbedroom)Sabelo

awubhekeyiniekwatisainjakangaka!(Sabelo

pleasecheckwhatthedogsees)

Me:yeboma!(Yesmother)

Ianswergoingoutsidewithmytorchlightandthe

loudmusiccomingfromthecargreetsmeassoon

asIstepoutsidethehouse.It'sBonga,theflashy

registrationofhiscardetailsit.

Bonga:(drunk)Bafo,wasizawaphumacishe

yangiqedalenjabesengizoyidubula!(Brother,

thankGodforcomingout.Inearlyshotthisdog)

Me:ubungekeucale!Kunganiuthandaukuhamba

ebusukusonengane?Worseudakiwe!(You



wouldn'tdothat!Whydoyoulikedrivingatnight

withakid?Ontopofthatdrunk!)

Bonga:angikadakwangithenjekancane.Sbonga,

bingelelababomkhuluwathothobalanje!(Iamnot

drunk,Ijusttookfewtots.Sbonga,greetsyour

Uncle)

Sbongamovestome,sheisgrowingsofastyeerr!

Atleastshewillkeepmymothercompany.

Me:sawubonandodakazi,nihambekahle?

(Greetingsdaughter,didyouhaveasafetrip?)

Sbonga:yebobaba.

Me:asingeneniendlinisingaqediizindaba

emnyango(letusgoinside,wecan'tfinishthe

wholeconversationoutside)



Wewalkbackinsidethehouse,momisalreadyup

andhaslitupthecandles.Ourhouseisbeautiful

andbigbutthedisappointmentofnothavingan

electricityarounddoesn'thelpit.Shedishesupfor

hersonandgranddaughterwhileIbringthebags

insidethehouse.

Aftereating,Sbongaandmomdisappeartoher

bedroom.BabygirlisstillscaredtosleepaloneI

guessshewillgetusedtoit.Soonshewillbea

teenagersinceshe'snow11.

JustasIprepareformysleepBongaknocksonmy

door.Itismorelikeatap.Ishakemyheadandgets

up.Helooksmoredrunknow.

Me:awulalikanti?(Areyounotsleeping?)

Bonga:earlyso?Ijustwantustocatchup.Howisit?



Hesaystryingtositonmybedwithhisbottle

nearlyspillinghisdrinkonmybed.

Me:ngiyaphilanjeokungathenimfo.(Iamalive)

InarratetohimwhatMinenhlesaid,helistens

attentivelytakingasiponhisbottle.

Bonga:angisithandilesishashasentombazana

kodwaiqinisile.SekuyisikhathiBafo,wozaegoli

minangizokusetter.(Idon'tlikethatgirlbutshe's

right.CometojoziIwillsetyouup)

Weendupsharingthebedwithhimbecause

gettingupissastruggle.Iamthefirsttogetupin

themorningtopeeandIgetaproperchanceto

lookathiscarproperly.ItisaconvertibleBMW.It

screamsmoney.Impelaegolikukwanyama

kayipheli.



*

*

*

Bongasuggestedthatweleavetoday,onaSunday

becauseMondaysarethebusiestforhim.Wejust

loadednotsomanyclothesofminethatfittedonly

ononebag.IhavebeentryingMinenhleonher

phonebutithasbeenoff.

Herfathersayshelastsawherwhenshesaidshe

wascomingtoseeme.Iamworriedandnotsettled

aboutthis.Whatifsomethingbadhappenedtoher?

Itisnotlikehertojustdisappear,especiallysince

sheknowsIamleavingthisweekend.

WebidgoodbyetoourmotherandSbongaandhit

theroad.Littlebrotherisonshades,sunroofoffand

playinghisloudmusic.



Bonga:canyouchinup?WeareontheN3nowcan

younotice?

Me:aiwhatevermarn.

Bonga:stopsulkingoverthathoe.There'splentyof

finegirlswherewearegoingto.Igiveyouaday,

uzokhohlwangaye.

Me:ifthat'sthecasethenwhyareyounotmarried?

Bonga:IamabachelorbychoiceBafo.Thesehoes

ain'tworthitanyway.

Ishakemyheadandrestmypalmonthewindow.

Tobecontinued.



(Wearebackbazalwane,it'saNewyear.Beactive,

comment,share,liketheposts!Letmenoticey'all!!)

[01/24,17:49] :TheBachelor

Insert2

SABELO

IstretchmyarmsyawningafterBongapokedmy

arm.Ilookaroundandseehugebuildingsand

realityhitsmewhenwedrivepastabusyroad.

Readingthesigns,wearesomewhereinmidrand.

Me:wherearewe?

Bonga:wearegoingtoMidrandboy,Waterfall.

ThatswhereIlive.



Me:ohokay,eiit'sbeenalongjourneymarn.

Bonga:Ididn'tevenfeellikethathey.

Wechatabitwithmelookingatthesefancy

buildingswearepassingbyuntilheparksinfront

ofabeautifulwhiteandgreyhouse.Iamsuremy

jawisabouttodropfromthegaspingbecausewow,

thishouseiseverything.

Me:(lookingaround)soyoustayhereallalone?

Bonga:(takingourbagsoutofthecar)yep,usedto

bemeandSbongabutnowit'sgoingtobeus,oh

andthebabygirlsthatarevisitingfromtimeto

time.ipromisetheywillbeinvisible.

HesaidthelastlinewithasmirkandIshakemy



headfollowinghiminside.Yeahneh,thisisheaven

onearth.Hedropsthebagsonthecouchand

movestohisminibar.

Bonga:(handingmeaglass)welcometoGauteng

brother.

Me:(toastingtohis)thankyou.

Itakeasipandspititoutimmediately.Shitishot

andtastehorrible.Helaughsgoingtositonhis

whiteleathercouches.

Bonga:youwillgetusedtoitbhoza.Sohaveyou

decidedwhatyouaregoingtodo?

Me:withmyunfinishedqualification,Iamnotsure

much.Iamjustgoingtobedoinganythingand

everythingyouknow.Iampreparedtostartfrom



thebottomuntilIgetthere.

Bonga:okay,Ihearyou.Youseebafothisis

Gauteng,thingsarefastandhappeninghere.All

youhavetodoisjustsaythewordandit'salldone,

justlikethat.

Hesayssnappinghisfingers.

Me:whatdoyoumeanbythat?

Bonga:takealookaroundyou,thecars,furniture

andthishouse.HowdoyouthinkIammanagingall

ofthis?

Me:uyasebenzamoesBonga..(youareworking

Bonga)



Bonga:(chuckling)adiplomainHumanresource

managementisnotenoughtogetmeallofthis

brother.Tellyouwhat,youdon'thavetostruggle

andgothroughalltheembarrassment.

Me:Iamlistening.

Hemovesclosertomeandlowershisvoiceashe

explainstomehis"quickwaytowealth"andIjump

up.

Bonga:(learningbackonhischair)relax.

Me:Bonga,andthereIwasboastingthatyouare

workingsohardand..

Bonga:ofcauseIamworkinghard,whatareyou

insinuating?Thisisjustaboost.



Me:nothankyou.Iwillfindajob.Ajobthatwill

grantmepeacefulsleepatnight.Idon'tneedyour

boost.

Bonga:suityourself.Yourbedroomisthethirddoor

ontheleft.I'mout.

Me:whatareweeating?I'mhungry.

Bonga:(takingoutfewnotesfromhiswalletand

handsittome)ontopofthefridgethere'samenu

andnumbers.Orderyourselfwhateveryouwantto

eat.Ourhelperwillbecomingtomorrowmorning.

Withthatheleavesthehouse.Iwalktothekitchen

andlooksaround.Iopenthefridgeandthere'slot

toeathere,there'snoneedtobuynewfood.

Ipackthemoneyonmypocketandtakeoutthe



leftoversandstartseating.Idecidetocallour

motherjusttoinformherthatwehadabeautiful

trip.

AfterthatIdialMinnie'snumber.Itgoesthrough

thistime.

Minnie:hello?

Me:baby,thankGod,youhavenoideahowrelieved

Iamhearingyourvoice.Iwasworriedsicknot

reachingyouonthephone.

Minnie:Iamsorry,fathertoldmethatyoucame

lookingforme.Iwenttomystudybuddy'splace

andmyphoneranoutofbatteryandwearenot

usingsamephones.

Me:okaysthandwaSam.Weendedupleavingtoday



andnowI'mathishouse.

Minnie:wowokaythat'sawesome.Howarethings

there?

Me:baby,youshouldseethishousehey.Itisso

beautiful.Mydreamhouse.Bigandfancy.

Minnie:takepicturesformeletmesee.

Me:butbabyIdon'thavedata...

Minnie:Iwilltransfersomeforyoulove.

Me:okayletmesnapfewthings.

Ihungupandtakeloadsofpicturesandsendthem

toheronWhatsApp.Shecallsmebackaftera



minute.

Minnie:areyousuresurethathouseisBonga's?

Me:hahahayeahwherewouldIbegettingthese

picturesfrom?

Minnie:wowthathouseiseverything.Babywhen

amIvisiting?Phelamyfriendscandropanddieif

theycanseethesnapsofthathouseonthegram.I

needtodecoratemyprofile.

Me:(laughing)hahahamyloveyouwillcomeas

soonasIhavesettledinandfoundajob.

Minnie:okaybabyIcan'twait.I'mproudofyouhey.

Myheartwarmsuphearinghersayingthat.



Me:andIloveyouMasibiya..

Icanfeelherblushingontheotherside.Wechata

bitandIhungup.Idecidetotakeatourofthis

house.Someotherroomsarelockedandsomeare

open.

Thetourleadsmetohisgarages,thegemini

machinesparkedhere.Iwonderifheboughtor

rentedthem.Ishakemyheadandgobackinside

thehousetotheroomhegavemeandthrowmyself

onthebigcomfybed.

ImusthavedozzedoffbecauseIjumpwhenthe

lightsflickson,Isighrubbingmyeyesandstaresat

him.

Me:doyoudrinkeveryday?



Isaygettingupputtingmyshoeson.

Bonga:youcansaythat.Whereareyougoing?

Me:tothebathroom,I'mpressed.

Bonga:what'sthatdoorfor?

Hesayspointingadoorinthisverysameroom.I

walktoitandopenit,Iammetbyabeautifulbig

bathroomwithbothshowerandabathtub.

Me:thanks.Minniewentcrazywhenshesaw

picturesofthehouse.

Isaytakingapiss.Icomeouttohimfiddlingwitha

remotelookingforamusicchannelonthebigTV



screenagainstthewall.

Bonga:ofcauseshewould.

Me:it'sapityIranoutofdata.Shewantedtovideo

callandprovetoherthatI'mactuallyhere.

Bonga:there'sunlimitedWiFihere.Remindmeto

giveyouapasswordbutnotforyoutotakepictures

andvideosofmyhouseforyourhoe.

Me:don'tcallherthatBongaorwewillhavea

problem.

Bonga:Ineedtotakeyousomewhere

bayokuhlanzisalentoeyakudlisayona

lentombazanaangekephela.



Me:(smiling)shedidn'tfeedmeanything,it'sjust

puretruelove.

Bonga:yeahright.AnywayIhavefewplaceswhere

byyoucandropyourCVattomorrow.Sinceyouare

notfamiliarwiththeplaceIwillaskoneofmyguys

todriveyouaround.

Me:usiyisigwiliNyambose?(Youarearichman

nowbrother?)

Bonga:(smirking)welcometoGautengbhoza.I'm

offtosleep.

Hesayswalkingoutleavingmeshakingmyhead.

Tobecontinued.

[01/24,17:49] :TheBachelor



Insert3

BONGA

IhateMondayssomuchandworseofitallIhate

thatIamworkingsodamnhardwhileIcanactually

getsomeonetodothisforme.Ihavemoneyand

richbutthenonthebrightside,Ienjoybeinghands

on.Itkeepsmymindbusyandoccupied.

ThereceptioncallsandinformmethatMrS

Mthethwaisheretoseeme.Ismileandinform

themtoorganizeusdrinkswhileIwalktothedoor

tomeetupwithhim.

Me:Nyambose.

Isayshakinghishandandleadinghimtothechair.



Sabelo:uphilalempiloyasemamovinibafo(youare

livingthemovielifemybrother)

Me:(chucklingsittingdown)ukuzamanjemfowethu.

Kuhambenjani?(Itry,howdiditgo?)

Sabelo:hectic,bebevitizaisingisilabantuyey

ngiphethweikhanda(theywerespeakingEnglishI

haveaheadache)

Me:(laughing)IdramakodwaNyambose,Iamsure

itwasnotthatbad.

Sabelo:awaziluthowena.Andiloku

okungamantombazana,kuncanengishokunawe.

(Youhavenoidea,andmostlyitwasgirlsyounger

thanyou)



Me:Istillinsistthatyourdaywasbetterthanmine

though.LookatmeandthishugefilesIhavetogo

throughandsignbeforeknockofftime.

Sabelo:yeahneh.AnywayImetsomeonewho

promisedmeajob.

Me:okay,nowthat'ssomething.Whoisit?

Sabelo:uzibizengoMacingwaneandIwillbe

drivinghistaxi.

Me:uyadlalaangithiNyambose?(Youarekidding

right?)

Sabelo:what?

Me:Sabelo,aiangekendoda!Iknowyouare



desperateforajobbutukuyobaumageza?(beinga

taxidriver?)

Sabelo:kunanikanti?(Whatiswrongwithit)

Me:itwon'tlookgoodonmyimage.Whatare

peoplegoingtosay?Iamrichandmyelderbrother

isdrivingtaxisonabusysweatyenvironment?

Iwouldratherorganizesomethingforyouaround

here..

Sabelo:(chucklingbitterly)that'sallyoucareabout?

Yourstupidimageandshinysuits?Ngamanengidle

udakakunokwamukelalemaliyakhoyegazi!(I

wouldrathersufferthanacceptingyourblood

money!)

Me:ohnowitisgoingtobelikethat?Thesame



houseand...

Sabelo:(gettingup)don'tworryIwillmoveout.

Me:Sabelostopbeingdramaticandlisten!

Sabelo:NoBongumusa!WhatIwillnotallowis

beingdictatedbyyoubecauseyouhavemoney!I

amolderthanyou!Awungilaminokungilamaso

showsomerespect!

Hegavemealookthattoldmestraightupthat

shouldIdaresayanotherstupidwordheisgoingto

punchme.Isighsittingdownfixingmytie.

Me:Iamsorry.Ioveracted.It'sbecauseIcare

aboutyoumybrother.It'sjustdoesn'tsoundright

thatyoutravelledallthewaytobeataxidriverwith

rudepassengers.



Sabelo:Iunderstandandtrulyappreciateitbut

pleaserespectmychoice.Iwillkeeponsearching

foranotherjobwhiledoingthis.It'sbetterthan

nothing.Itwon'tbeapermanentthing,Ijustdon't

likehandouts.

That'sthethingaboutmybrother,heisaveryproud

man.

Me:okayIunderstand.Arewegoodnow?You

won'tmoveout?

Sabelo:(smiling)stayoutofmybusinesswewillbe

good.

Me:(raisingmyhands)Ipromisetomindmyown

fromnowon.



Sabelo:Ineedtogobackandletyoufinishup.

Me:okayI'llUberforyoubecauseIthinktheguy

thatdroppedyouisfarnow.

Sabelo:okay.

Iwalkhimoutwhilerequestingforhim.

AMONTHLATER

MINENHLE

Meandthegirlswerechillingatthecafeteriaeating.

ActuallytheywereeatingIwasjusthavingthe

CappyjuiceandLayssnacks.

Me:(showingherthescreen)that'smyman.Thatis



hishouse.

Londy:youmeanlomahlalelawakho,

umajikanelangasekanendluenje?(Youmeanyour

brokeunemployedboyfriendisnowhavingsucha

fancyhugehouse?)

Zama:yoohLondyyouaresomeandude!Didyou

reallyhavetosaythat?

Me:ngizomfathuzangempamalonangoba

ungijwayelakabi!Indodayamiisebenzanzima

kabi((Iamgoingtoslaphersobadlybecauseshe

isfullofshit.Mymanisworkingveryhard)

Londy:(rollshereyes)sorry,it'sjustsurprisinghow

canamanmovesfromzerotoheroinamonthnje.

Ntobe:maybehehasrituals,rememberthatguy's



storywhodied?Theonewhowasrichchomme

andlivedinMidrand?

Londy:ohohIrememberthatman,ahshame,

thingspeopledoformoney!AreyousureSabelo

hasn'tjoinedthatcrew?Phelathatestateisin

Waterfall..

RightthenmyphoneringsandIsmilewhenhis

namepopsuponthescreen.Don'taskmeabout

Joe,hehaspulledhisdisappearingcardonmeand

I'mtiredoftryingtocallhim.ThankGodIdidn't

messthingswithSabelo.Weareverymuchinlove

andhesendsmemoneyeveryFriday.

Me:baby?

Sabelo:areyouatthecampus?



Me:urhmyeah.Why?

Sabelo:Iamdrivingpastit,letmeseeyouforafew

minutes.

Iscreamexcitedlygettingup.

Me:I'mcomingbaby.

Zama:andthen?

Me:mymanishere!

Londy:where?

Ntobe:ngifunaukumbonaminalomyman.

Asambenichomme!



Theyallfollowmeoutsidethegate.Ilookaround

forhimasthere'snocarhereexceptawhite

quantumwiththeGautengregistrationplate

number.

Icallhim.

Me:baby,I'moutsidewhereareyou?

Sabelo:doyouseethetaxi?OhIcanseeyou,I'm

coming.

Whatthehell?Ilookatmyfriendswhohavetheir

phonesreadyontheirhandstosnapvideosand

picturesforus.

Tobecontinued.



(Mypostingscheduleistwoinsertsperdayunless

yousponsorabonus.Hitmyinboxifyouwantto

sponsorabonus.Thanks)

[01/24,17:50] :TheBachelor

Insert4

SABELO

Minenhlelooksatmeasifshe'sseeingaghost.

TheothergirlsarelaughingsoloudlyandIdon't

seethejoke.Iwalkuptohersmiling.Shewasn't.

Me:sawubonasthandwaSam.

Minenhle:Sabelo,whatkindofajokeisthis?Isthis

aprank?Wherearethecameras?



Me:huh?Whatareyouonabout?BabyIcameto

seeyou..

Minenhle:howcouldyoudomelikethat?SabeloI

willneverforgiveyouforthis.

Me:I'mlostnow.WhathaveIdone?

Minenhle:whatareyoudoingwithtaxisanyway?

Me:whatdoyoumeanwhatamIdoingwithtaxis?I

workwithit,Idriveit..

Minenhle:ohmsindisiwami!

Me:IthoughtImentionedthistoyou?



Minenhle:noyoudidn't!

Shehalfshoutedandherfriendsleavesusalone,

sheexhales.

Me:Ithoughtyouweregoingtobehappytoseeme.

IthoughtthenewsoftakingyoutoJohannesburg

aregoingtoexciteyoubutclearlyIthoughtwrong.

Minenhle:wearegoingtoJohannesburg?

Me:thatwastheinitialplanbutsinceyouare..

Minenhle:(smiling)forgetaboutwhathappened

babe.Iwasjusttryingtodigestthenews.Iam

happytoseeyou.

Shesaysmovingforwardandhugsme.



Me:Ihavemissedyousosomuch.

Minenhle:Imissedyoumore.Let'sgetgoing,

Joburgisfar.

Me:arewenotgoingtopassbyyourfather'shouse

andinformhim?

Minenhle:it'snotreallynecessary,Icantexthim

and...

Me:noMinenhle,asyourfuturehusbandIneedto

dothingsright.Let'sgoandinformyourdadand

getyoupackyourweekendbag.

Minenhle:Ithoughtyouweregoingtosaywe'll

shoponthewaybutit'sfinelet'sgo.



Iopenthefrontdoorforherandgotomysidethen

droveaway..

*

*

*

MINENHLE

Iopenmyeyesandturnaroundfreeingmyselffrom

Sabelo'stightgrip.Igetupandgotothehugeglass

windowandlookoutside.Wow,Midrand.Itisso

beautifulandrainingsoftlybutIdon'tfeelanything.

IlookatSabelowhoissleepingpeacefullyandsigh.

Hesaidtodayishisdayoffsowearegoingtogoto

MallofAfricaandgetmefewthings.Thatismusic

tomyears.Iperkhisgorgeouspoutedlipsandput

onhist-shirt.



AfterbrushingmyteethIgotothekitchenwithmy

phonemakingaliveinstagramvideo.Ineedto

showthesewitchesthatIamactuallylivingtheelife.

Yesterdaythehoesbashedmecallingmeallsorts

ofnameswelltodaybazoswaba.Ifoundthemaidin

thekitchenmakingascrumptiousbreakfast,

immediatelymystomachgrowlsmakingthose

annoyingsounds.

Thecommentsonthevideoarelit,peopleare

askingmewhereamI,cantheycome.Ikeep

movingarounduntilIfindmyselfinthebararea.I

pickoneexpensivechampagneandshowitonthe

screenbeforepoppingit.Itakeanicesiponsome"

sippingchampagneasabreakfasthunny"pose.

SomeoneclearshisthroatbehindmeIjumpnearly

droppingmyphone.Ipausemyvideoandlookat



Bongawholooksatmesoannoyed.Hewalksupto

meandsnatchthebottlefrommyhandroughlyso.

Me:goodmorningBonga,sleptwell?

Bonga:withyouinthehouse?Ihadnightmares.

Whogaveyoutherighttotakevideosofmyhouse

anddrinkmyalcohol?

Me:Ididn'tthinkitwasgoingtobeanissue.

Bonga:that'stheproblemwithyou,youdon'tthink!

Me:Bonga,whatisyourproblemwithmebecause

clearlybhutiunezindaba?

Bonga:(laughingsarcastically)attitudeinmyhouse

really?



Heputsthebottleonthetableandlooksatme.

Bonga:inkingayakhousilewenaMinnieandIhate

girlslikeyou.Mybrotherdeservewaysomuch

betterbutit'sokay.Soonhewillseeyouforwho

youare.

Me:youdon'tevenknowmetosaysuchaboutme.

Bonga:itisyouwhodoesn'tknowmebabygirland

Ithinkit'sthebestitremainslikethat.Stopmilking

mybrother,heworkssodamnhardtheleastyou

candoisappreciatehiseffort.There'sfewmenlike

him,wenolongerlovethewayhedoes.It's

unfortunateheisinlovewithahoe.

Me:(blinkingmyeyelashes)doyoufindpleasurein

insultinginnocentpeople?



Bonga:ngiyakusukela?(Areyouinnocent?)

Me:yesIam!Andit'shurtsmesomuchbecauseI

haven'tdoneanythingtodeservethistreatment

fromyou!

Bonga:awubarbiedollgotfeelings?Sorry.

Me:forthesakeofpeaceIwon'ttellSabeloabout

thisconversation..

Bonga:evenifyoutellhimitwon'tmakeany

difference.HeknowsIdon'tlikeyouanywaysoyou

tellinghimwillactuallygivemeachancetotellhim

whyIdon'tlikeyou.

Me:whydon'tyoulikemevele?IthinkIdeserveto

know.



Bonga:yousureyoudon'tknow?

Me:Iwouldn'taskifIknew!

Bonga:okay,doyouperhapsknowssomeoneby

thenameofJoseph?

IswearIchockedonmyownsaliva.Hesmirksand

grabshischampagneanddrinksfromit.

Bonga:Itsagoodthingyouremember,Iwantyou

outofmyhouseandbrother'slife.Leavehimsince

youdon'tlovehimbeforeyoumakehimsick,that's

ifyouhaven'talready.

Tobecontinued.

[01/24,17:50] :TheBachelor



Insert5

MINENHLE

IswearBongawantsmedeath.Whatthefuckdid

hejustsay?HowdoesheknowJoe?Orcoulditbe

thatheisspeculatingnje?Imeanhedidn'tsay

muchfurtherthanthat.ThankGodIdidn'tadmitto

anything.I.Checkmyphoneandsigh,atleastthe

videowascancelledduringthewholeconversation.

Imeanheisbluffing,ifhedidknowmydirtylikehe

claimsto,hewouldhavetoldSabelo,Bongatalks

toomuchtokeepthistohimself.Speakingabout

Joe,Iwonderwhereheis.Iamstartingtoworry

abouthimbecausehejustdisappearedwhile

everythingwasgoingwellbetweenus.

Icomposemyselfandwalktothekitchenwhere



Bongaiseatinghisbreakfast.Itakeacupand

pourssomecoffeethendrinkstaringathim

standingnexttothesink.Heishot.YesImean

Bonga.SabeloishandsometoobutBonga..oh

gosh.

Heraiseshisheadandfindmestaringathim.He

clickshistongueandgetsupputtinghisplateon

thesink.

Me:Bonga..

Bonga:eiaveunesicefekodwawena!Yini?(Youare

soannoying,whatisit?)

Me:aboutwhatyousaid,Idon'tknowwhatyouare

talkingabout..

Bonga:okay.



Withthathewalksbacktohisroom.Heisso

difficult,rudeandarrogant.Bajolanjaninayevele?

Ngimanengiyashonje,JoeisthesamebutIam

handlinghimverywell.There'ssomethingabout

badboysmarn.

Sabelowalksinalldressedandshowered.

Sabelo:morningbaby.

Hesayskissingmesmellingsogreat.

Me:goodmorning.Sleptwell?

Sabelo:withyounexttomyarms?Ihadthe

sweetestdreamsever.Howareyou?



Me:arghjustokay,Ihadarunwithyourbrotherfew

minutesago.

Isaytakingaplatedishingupforhim,heraiseshis

eyebrowinquestion.Isighandputtheplateinfront

ofhim.

Me:yourbrotherhatesmeSabeloandIdon'tknow

whatIhavedonetohim.ImeantheonlysinIsee

hereisbeingbeautifulandbeingwithyousonow

hegoesaroundmakingallthisbaseless

accusations..

Sabelo:Iamsorrybaby,Iwilltalktohim.Iknowit's

hishousebutyouaremyguest,mywoman.He

can'tmakeyouuncomfortable.

Me:it'sokaybabyIdon'twantyoutofightwithyour

brother.Iwillhandleit.Imeanit'snormalforinlaws

tohatetheirdaughterinlawfornoreason.



Sabelo:notinthisdayandage..

Hisphonerings.Hetakesitoutofhispocketand

answers.

Sabelo:BabuMacingwane,ngiyaphila,manje?OhI

willbeonmyway.

Hehungupandlookatme.

Sabelo:babymybossisrequestingtoseemeand

it'squiteurgent.

Me:whatabouttheshoppingyoupromisedme?

Sabelo:we'llseewhenIcomeback.



Me:whenisthatgoingtobe?

Sabelo:angaziMinnie.StayoutofBonga'swayIwill

beback.

Hegoesbacktothebedroomandcomesbackwith

keys.Hekissesmesmilingandleavesthehouse.

Iputtheplatesonthesinkandgoesuptothe

bedroom.IfindthebedmadealreadysoIgotothe

bathroomandputonwateronthebathtuband

appliedthefacewashcreamonmyface.

Myphonevibratesonthebed.AmessagefromJoe

popsuponthescreen."I'mbackfromthelongest

businesstripevermylove.Iamsorrytojusttake

offwithoutinformingyou.Itwasamatterofan

emergency.Imissyouthough,whenamIseeing

you?



Pleasecheckyourbalanceidepositedsomemoney

inyouraccount."

Iquicklywenttomybankingappandchinneke!

SABELO

IarrivedatMacingwane'shouseinCenturionand

parkedoutside.Hishouse,yeses.Hisbulldogsare

readytoeatmealiveatthispointbuthecallsthem

intoorderwhileleadingmetohisoffice.

Igreethiswifeandfollowhimtotheoffice.

Macingwane:uxolondodanangokuvelengikuzume

njekodwakuyaphuthuma(sorrytoambushyoubut

it'surgent)



Me:chakulungilebaba.Sengikhona.(It'sokay

father,Iamhere)

Macingwane:ngizovelengihlaleodabeni.Sabelo

uyindodaeqothonesebenzangokuzikhandla.Loko

ngakubonangiqalanjeukukubona.Indlelaozithobe

ngayo,nomhloniphangayoomunyeumuntu

iyamangazaandakuvamisangakubantuabafunde

bafikakulezingalakho.Ngikubonilenabagibeli,

ngakubonanozakwenuoshayelanaboamatekisi,

ngabonaindlelaobaqoqangayo.(Iwillgetstraight

tothepoint.Sabeloyouareanhonestworkinghard

man.IhaveseenthatthefirsttimeIsawyou.The

wayyouaresohumbleandrespecttheother

personisamazingandraretoeducatedpeople.I

sawyouwithpassengers,sawyouwithyour

colleaguesandthedisciplineyouinstalledonthem)

Me:ngiyabongababa(thankyoufather)

Macingwane:enyeintoufundangokushesha.



Umuntuakayiphindiintokabilikuwe.Uthembakele

kantifuthiuhlakaniphile.(Anotherthing,youarea

fastlearner.Idon'thavetorepeatsamethingtwice

toyou.Youarehonestandsmart)

Ikeepquiettryingtoseewherethisconversationis

goingto.

Macingwane:(sighs)angisenawoamalanga

amanengikulomhlabaNyambose,kungekudalanje

ngizowufulathela.(Idon'thavemuchdaystolivein

thisworldson,soonIwilldie)

Me:kodwauphililenjebaba,uzobulawayini?(You

arestrongandhealthy,what'sgoingtokillyou?)

Macingwane:sekuyisikhathindodana,minangiyazi.

SabelobekuyisifisoSamiukuthiuma

ngiwufulathelalomhlabangishiyelebhizinisi

ezandlenizakho.Ngiyaziwenauzoliphakamisa



liqhakaze...(It'stimeson,Iknow.Sabeloitismy

wishthatwhenIdieIleavethisbusinessonyour

hands.Iknowwithyouit'sgoingtogrowandbe

big..)

Me:baba,uxoloukukungenaemlonyeni.

Ngiyabongaamazwiakhayokodwaangiboni

kungifaneleloko.Unezingane,amadodanaangeke

ayijabulelelento.Namiangibonikukuhleukuthi

ngingaxebulaefenilomuntuengingahlobenenhlobo

njenayezibezikhonaizinganezakhe.(Father,sorry

todisturbyou.ThankyouforyourkindwordsbutI

don'tthinkIdeservewhatyoujustsaid.Youhave

kids,sonsthatwon'tbehappyaboutthis.Ialso

don'tseeitfairformetoinheritanythingfromyou

whilewearenotevenbloodrelatedwhileyourkids

arehere)

Macingwane:ngiyezwafuthibengikulindeleloko.

Okumeleukwaziukuthinginezizathuezingenza

ngenzeloku.Ngizokutshelangobangiyakwethemba.



Okucala,abalazilebhizinisifuthiabanandabanalo.

Bazoqhubekababhekeamanyeamabhizinisi.

Okwesibiliitekisiimpiloyami.Onkelamabhizinisi

enginawoazalwayiloletekisi.Ngakholibaluleke

kakhulukimi.Okwesithathu,akuzonaizinganezami

zegazi.(IhearyouandIexpectedthatfromyou.

WhatyouneedtoknowisthatIhavereasonswhyI

amdoingthis.Firstly,mychildrendon'tlovethis

business,theywillcontinuetoruntheother

businesses.Secondly,ataxiismylife,allthese

otherbusinessesweregeneratedbyit.Itthesource

ofalltheserichessoit'sveryimportanttome.

Thirdly,theyarenotmybloodchildren)

Me:uchazaukuthiniumauthiakuzonaizingane

zakho?(Whatdoyoumeantheyarenotyour

children?)

Macingwane:akesithinjeanginayoinzalo.Umkami

wakutholalokowangifihlelakhona.Ngazi

eminyakeniemihlanuendlulekodwa



akushintshangalutho.Ngiyabathandanomkami

nayengiyamthanda.(Let'sjustsayIaminfertile.

Mywifefoundoutandkeptitawayfromme.I

discoveredthetruthfiveyearsagoandnothing

changed.Ilovemykidsandmywife)

Me:yoohustrongbaba.

Macingwane:ngingenzani,angekengixoshe

umkamisesibadalakangaka.Kwangikhubazakona

emoyenikodwangiyaqondawakwenzelani.

WavikelaisithunziSaminjengendodawanginika

umndeni(whatcanIdo,Iwouldn'tkickmywifeold

asweare.YesitdisturbedmysoulbutIsawthe

biggerpicture.Sheprotectedmydignityandgave

meafamily)

Me:ewuchababaunenyeinhliziyo.Minaangiboni

njengingakhonaukuqhubekanomuntungazikuthi

ulalenenyeindoda.(Awyouhaveastrongheart.I

can'tforgivethatbetrayalandknowingsomeone



sleptwithanotherman)

Macingwane:heheheuzokhulamfanawami.Manje

kesoyazi,ungathukiumautholaucingooluvela

kubamelimangingasekho.Asambesiyokudla.(You

willgrowupson,nowthatyouknow,don'tbe

shockedwhenyoureceiveacallfromlawyerswhen

I'mnolongerhere.Let'sgoeat)

HesaysstandingupandIfollowhim.

BONGA

JustasIcomeoutfromthebedroom,IseeSabelo

walkingup.

Sabelo:uyavulwakantilowomnyango?(Youdo

openthatdoor?)



Me:(chuckling)whatdoyoumean?

Sabelo:lutho,ukuthiuhleziukhiyiwenje.(Nothing,

justthatitisalwayslocked)

Me:uvelaphi?Unopopiwakhouhambile..(where

areyoufrom?Yourbarbiedollleft)

Sabelo:ungitshelilewathiangazikunanieskolweni

kantikewenaawumfuniLana(shetoldme,

somethingaboutschoolandthatyoudon'twanther

here)

Me:veleangimfunilokoangekengikufihle.Kodwa

ngobaawufuniukungilalelangizokuyeka.

Ngiyathembauyazivikelamawulala

nalentombazane?(Idon'twantherehereIwon't

hidethat.Butsinceyoudon'twanttolistentome,I

willleaveyoulikethat.Ihopeyouareusing

protectionwithher)



Sabelo:ofcauseIam.Iamnotreadytobring

childreninthissituation.

Me:good.Whereareyoucomingfromlookingall

depressed?

Sabelo:Macingwanedroppedabombonme.Come

letmefillyouup.

WesitsonthechairsonthebalconyandIlisten

attentivelytowhatheissaying.

Me:sowhatistheproblem?Thisismanafrom

heaven,ananswertoyourprayerrequest.

Sabelo:whatdoyouknowaboutprayerwena?Ijust

don'tfeelgoodaboutthis.Andalso,howdoeshe

knowheisabouttodie?



Me:becauseamanlikehimwithhisrichesthey

knowwhenyourtimeofdeathisnear.Idotoo.

Sabelo:whatdoyoumean?Isn'tonlyGodwhohas

thatprivileges?

Me:Ithinkit'shightimeItellyouallthetruthabout

this.Sinceyouaregoingtotakeover,youwillbe

requiredtofollowhissteps.Thetaxibusinessisnot

forthesoftandweakhearted.Youneedtotoughen

up,prepareyourselfforwarbecausethebrothers

won'ttakethislyingdownIpromiseyou.

Sabelo:whatisitthatIneedtoknow?

Me:(gettingup)followme.Iwanttoshowyou

something.



Tobecontinued.

[01/24,17:50] :THEBACHELOR

Insert6

WEEKSLATER

SABELO

Myphoneringsunderthebeddisturbingmefrom

mysleep.Ianswerwithoutevencheckingwhois

calling.

Me:hello?

Ihearsniffsandsoftcries.Iquicklysitsupand

checkthecallerID.Idon'tknowthisnumberandit's

3aminthemorning.



Me:hello?Who'sthis?

Voice:I'msorrytowakeyouupbutmyhusbandis

nomore.Ijustwokeuptohimdeath

Me:huh?

Voice:it'sBusiMchunu...

Snap!Macingwane'swife.Ifeelacoldsweatonmy

back.

Me:whathappened?

Busi:Idon'tknow.Weweren'ttobedhewasfine

andwhenIcamebackfromthebathroomfew

minutesagoIrealizedhewasn'tmovingsoI



checkedhimand..

ShewailspainfulandIrubmyeyesandforehead.

Themomentoftruthishere.ThequestionisamI

ready?

Me:Iamsosorry.IreallyIam.

Busi:heinstructedmethatIshouldcallyoufirst

shouldsuchhappenandyouwillknowwhattodo.

Yes,BongaandMacingwanebriefedmeaboutthe

rulesoftheircultthatbothofthemareintoandI

havebeensleepingonthedecision.Itisnot

somethingthatyoucanwakeuptoandjumpintoit.

Me:Iwillbeonmyway,Iamgoingtowakemy

brotherup.



Ihungupandputonmyclothes.ThemomentI

openmydoorIfindhimoutsidejustabouttoknock.

Bonga:goodyouareup.Let'sgo.

Me:howdidyouknow?

Bonga:allthebrotherhoodknowsandareontheir

way.Let'sgobeforehiskidsarrives.

Thisisforeigntomeandthewayheissocool

aboutitscaresme.Wegetintohiscaranddrives

straighttohishouse.

MINENHLE

Iopenupmyeyesandstareatthehugediamond

ringonmyfinger.Today'smylobolanegotiation.



Myfatherdidn'tlikethisatallthatherefusedtobe

partofit.

Ihadtogethisbrotherswhoweresohappyto

receivefewthousandsfrommetoholdthem.

Ican'tletmyfathermessthisupforme.WhenJoe

askedmetomarryhimIsaidyesimmediately.It'sa

goodthingthatSabeloisbusywithhisboss's

funeralthat'sholdinguptodayhewon'tbearound

toruinthingsforme.

Iamsurebythetimehereadsthemessagesand

listenstothevoicenotesIsenttohimallwillbe

done.BabyisrelocatingtoSingaporeandthereis

nowayIammissingthatoneoutbecauseoflove.

Iamdoingthis,it'shasalwaysbeenmydreamto

marryarichaffordingmanthatcanbeabletotake

careofmyneeds.



BONGA

SabeloandIfolloweachothertothehouse.We

havebeenquiteeversinceweleftthe

Macingwane's.Ican'tbelievethathiskidscalledup

alawyertoreadawillimmediatelyafterthefuneral.

Greedymotherfuckers.

Sabelotakesmywhiskeyanddrinksit.

Me:sowhatareyougoingtodo?Bhekisisawasnot

happy.

Sabelo:Idon'tcareabouthim.Ididn'taskforthis,

theyreadandsawthevideoherecorded.

Me:yeahbutyouneedtobecarefulndoda.It's

goingtogetreallytough.



Sabelo:it'sbeenaverybusyweek.Ineedfewhours

ofsleepthenIwillprocessallofthismess.

Me:I'mhereifyouneedme.

Sabelo:(smilingweakly)dankieZalo

IsitdownandscrolldowninstagramandJoe's

postscapturesmyattention.Heisposingproudly

withMINENHLEandtheyarewearingmatching

traditionaloutfits.

Me:issamovie!

Sabelo:yini?(Whatisit)

Heaskslookingatme.Ilookathim.



Me:me,zibonele.Angithibongangikholwa.(Here,

seeforyourself.Youdidn'tbelievemeallalong)

Hetakesonelookandstandup.

Sabelo:what?Yintoeyenzekeninilena?(Whendid

thishappen?)

Me:earliertodaybythelookofthings.

Sabelo:howcanMinniedothistome?Ngiyamazi

njelomjita!(Iknowthisguy!)

Me:yesyouknowhim,weoncewenttohisclub

rememberwhenyouaccompaniedme..

Sabelo:(throwingmyphonebackatmeandtaking

outhis)yeahyeahIremember.



HetriestocallMinniebutit'sringsanswered.He

thengoestoWhatsAppanddiscoverstheshockof

hislife.

Me:IwishIcouldsayItoldyousobutIhateseeing

youhurt.I'msorrybutIsayit'sforthebest.

Sabelo:Ineedtoseeher.Theremustbean

explanationofthis..

Me:aiSabelomfethuyekalomuntu.

Sabelo:no,Ican't.Youdon'tunderstand.ilovethis

girl.Howcanhisfatherallowthis?Heknowsthe

plansIhadforhisdaughter.

Hesayswithglasseyesandmyheartbreaksfor

him.YouseewhyIdon'tdothisrelationships



nonsense?

Me:whatareyougoingtodoandhowcanIhelp?

Sabelo:Iwillhandlethismywaythankyou.Iam

leaving.

Me:canIatleastdriveyou?

Sabelo:canyoustopbabysittingme?Ngimdala

kunaweBongumusa!

Me:Iknow,shootmeforcaringandlookingoutfor

you.

Sabelo:Iknowandappreciateeverythingbutfor

now,leavemealone,please.



Hesaysgrabbingmycarkeysandwalkoutleaving

mecallingafterhim.Isighandrestonthecouch.

Mjoloissapandemic.Ipreferentanglements.

THEMCHUNUBROTHER'S

Bhekisisa:(pacingupanddown)howcanfatherdo

thistous?Givinghim80%ofthebusiness?It'snot

fair!

Themba:hedidsomethingtofather,andthefact

thathewasthefirstpersontoarriveafterhisdeath

doesn'tsitwellwithme.

Zenzo:minangithiakafe,amlandelenjemasinya.(I

saylet'skillhim)

Bafana:awhkahleningehaba.Kuyoyonkelento

ubabaayishiloninendabanefanje?Akunithinti



ukuthiubababekasithandanjengezinganezakhe

evenafterhediscoveredwearenothisbiological?

Hewasverygeneroustoevenleaveustherestof

thebusinesses.LetSabelorunthisoneguys.

Bhekisisa:youspeaknonsensejustlikealastborn

vele.Thetaxibusinessistherootandwallofall

thesebusinesses.Wecan'tletastrangertakeit

awayfromus.IagreewithZenzo.Heneedstodie,

ngokusheshanjefuthi.

Tobecontinued.

*Noedits*

[01/24,17:50] :TheBachelor

Insert7

MINENHLE



Today'sbeenthehappiestdayofmylife.Everything

wentwellandIamsohappythatIamnow

somebody'swife.Mondayweareleaving,there'sno

timetorestasIampackingmythings.Joetoldme

totaketheimportantonesandnotworryaboutthe

restasIwillshopmorewherewearegoingto.

Aknockcomesthroughthedoorandmyyounger

cousinwalksin.

Her:sis,bhutiSabeloisaskingforyou.

What?Atthistimeofthenight.Iputonmyshoes

andwalkoutsidemyfather'shouse.Hecamewith

Bonga'scartoday.Iopenthedoorandgetsinside.

Heturnonthelightandlooksatme.

Ihavetobebraveandnotshowanysignsofbeing

scared.



Me:sawubona.

Sabelo:soit'strue?

Hesayshiseyeswanderingaroundmyring.

Me:yes..

Sabelo:(lowvoice)why?IthoughtwewereInlove

Minnie.Ithoughtwelovedeachother.Ithoughtyou

lovedme.

Me:SabeloIdidloveyou.Itrulydo,andstilldo.

Sabelo:sowhatisallofthis?

Me:Sabelothisismesecuringmyfuture.Yesyou

areanamazingguy,handsomewithgoodsexbut



youlackambition.Sabeloyouwerecomfortable

withbeingbrokeandminacouldn'tstayforallof

that.

Sabelo:(chuckling)wow!

Me:IamsorrySabelobutlovealoneisnotenough.

Sabelo:Minenhledon'tdothis.Ourlivesaregoing

tobebetter.Macingwaneleftmehisbusinessand..

Me:it'salittlebitlateforthat.Spoilthenextgirlyou

fallinlovewith.Youaregoingtobehappy,I

promiseyou.

IplacedmyhandonhischeekandIfounditsowet.

Me:I'msorry.Thisisgoodbye.Pleasedon'tcontact



meanymore.Iamsomebody'swifenow.

Iperkhislipsandgetoutofthecar.Iwalkstraight

tothehousewithoutturningbackandshutthedoor

themomentIgettomyroom.Myheartisbeating

sodamnfast.Iquicklywipethetearsthatflow

downonmycheeks.

BONGA

It'sbeenawholeweeksinceSabelolefttoconfront

Minnieandheisnotyetbackyet.Momtoldmehe

isnotinagoodspace,hedoesn'teatnortalkto

anyone.Ngicelamakuyoshiswaamantombazana

ningivusenango12ebusuku.Ican'tbelievethe

nerveofthisbitch.Likeshereallyleft,livingitlarge

andpostingnonestopinSingapore.

SomeshufflingsounddisturbmeIputmylaptopon

thecoffeetableandgetupfollowingthesound.I



amshockedtosee"Baba"outsidehisroom.Heis

hissingandclimbingthewall.Iquicklykneeldown

andbowmyhead.

Iamstilltryingtofigureoutthereasonforhimtobe

outofhisroomthistime.Hemakeshissoundsthat

tellsmeonething.Dangerislooming!He'soutto

warnme.Fuck!Iquicklyruntomyroomandtake

outmygunpluggingitonmywaist.BythetimeI

returnhe'sgone.

Igooutsidecheckingeverycornerbefore

proceedingtothegate.IopenitandseesSabelo

abouttodrivein.Ismileandstandaside.

SABELO

Theynormallysayamanisn'tsupposedtocry,he

justswallowshissorrowsandpullabraveface.Its

beenhard.Iwon'tlie.Idon'tknowhowmanytimesI



calledMinnie,howmanytimesIwenttoherhouse.

Thelasttimeshethreatenedtohavemearrested,

evenherfatherfailedtotalksenseintoher.

She'sgone,5yearsofcommitment,timeandlove

downthedrain.Justlikethat.Icursebeingbroke,I

cursethedayfatherdiedandleftmetotakeover.I

wouldhavelongbeensetlikeotherkidstoo.

TodayIwokeupanddecidedtogobackto

Johannesburg.Togivemynewjourneyfull

attentionandstartover.DrivinginIseeBonga

openingthegate.Ikilltheengineandgetoutofthe

car.

Me:didn'tknowyouareagateman.

Bonga:(smiling)Iwasjustcheckingoutsomething.

I'mhappytoseeyouback.



Hesaysattackingmewithahug.

Me:happytobebacktoo.Manjeuhlomenoma

usendlini?(Youarearmedevenwhenathome?)

Bonga:nomarn,babasentoutawarningsoIcame

tocheck.Howwashome?Howismomandmy

daughter?

Me:homewasokayexceptthecircumstances.

Theyaregoodandsendstheirloveandgreetings.

Bonga:ImissthemtoobutsoonIwillbehome.

Howareyouhandlingthenews?

Wesitinthebonnetofthecar.

Me:whatcanIsay?Ican'tforcehertobewithme.



Bonga:That'sthespirit.Iamhappyyouareback.I

wasstartingtothinkyouarenotgoingtocome

back.

Me:never,Ihaveabusinesstorunremember?

Bonga:(smiling)ofcause.UzobathinioBhekisisa?

Me:Iwillgivethemwhattheywant.

Bonga:(clappingexcitedly)now'sthattheSabeloI

wanttosee.Strong,boldandcourageous.Ifthey

wanttsunamiwearegoingtobringittothem.Futhi

njeamavezandlebe,theyshouldgolookfortheir

biologicalfather.

Ilaughatthatandrightthen,inablinkofasecond,

awhitetazzpassesby.



Bonga:Shit!Getdown!

Hesayspushingmebehindhimandquicklydraws

hisgun.Gunshotsgoesoffandthescratchingoff

tyers.IlookaroundandseeBongalyinginapoolof

blood.Idragmyweakkneestohimandturnhim

aroundtomyarms.

Neighborsarenowcomingtothescenessome

callingcops.Hecoughsbloodandit'ssplashesall

overmyface..

Bonga:lookafterMamaandmydaughter.Itrust

youandwiththem.

Me:BongaMfanakithidon'ttalklikethat.An

ambulanceisonitswaypleaseholdon.Lookatme

Bonga,don'tcloseyoureyesplease..



Bonga:it'stime.Yougotthis,goshowthem.

WiththathecloseshiseyesandIfeelhimbeing

weakerashetakeshislastbreath.

Me:(crying)Bongadon'tdothistomeMfanakithi.

Pleasedon'tleaveme.NgizothinikuMamanaku

Sbonga?Bonga?Bongumusa?

Hewasgone,hedidn'treplybutclosedhiseyes

peaceful.Ikissedhisforeheadwithtearsfalling

downlikerainfall..

Me:hambakahleNyambose.Hambakahle

Dingiswayo.Magagaonsibansiba

Mfoloziomnyamainkethabaweli

Nabawelayobayayiqokelela



Hambakahleqhawelami

Tobecontinued.

*Bonuswassponsored*

[01/24,17:50] :TheBachelor

Insert8

Thecopsdroveawaywithhisbodyafteraskingme

endlessquestions.Myheadwassodamndizzy.

Whenallthechaoswasover,meandSfiso,Bonga's

friendfrom "thebrotherhood"wentinsidethe

house.

Isatdownonthecouchwithmyhandsonmyface.

Istillfeellikethisisadream,itissodamnhardto

believeBongaisdeadandnomore.Partofmefeels

likeheisgoingtoshowupanytimefromthis



staircaseandsmile.

Hewassuchacarefreeperson.

Sfiso:helivedhislife,heknewthisdaywascoming.

Pleaseacceptourcondolences.

Me:itissohardbro.Ineedtogohomeandinform

ourmother.

Sfiso:beforeyouleaveSabeloweneedtotalk

abouthisfuneral.Bongawasaloyalobedient

memberofThebrotherhood.Hedideverythingby

book,hedeservesthebestfuneral.

Me:youwanttotellmeyouaregoingtodowhat

youdidwithMacingwane?



Sfiso:yes.Hediedasaherohedeservestobe

buriedlikeone

Me:eixIamnotsureaboutthat.Wearefromanold

village.Peoplewillbeshockedtoseey'alldressed

likethatandperformingthosethings.

Sfiso:theywillbestrong,wearenotdoingthisfor

thembutforourbrother.

Me:hesaidBabawarnedhimaboutthedanger.I

wonderwhohassuchaudacitytocomeandshoot

him.

Sfisogetsupandtakeaglassfillingitwithwater.

Hecomesbackandplacesitonthetablepouring

someliquidsinthewatershakingthem.Rightthen

insidethewaterawarehouseappears.Isee

BhekisisaandhisbrotherZenzotalking.



Bhekisisa:youshotthewrongbrother!Youareso

stupid!

Zenzo:hegotinthewayandIhadtoshootfast

beforehim!

Bhekisisa:youknowwhatthismeans?War!This

foolwillcomeafterussincehenowknowsweare

afterhim

Zenzo:howishegoingtoknowitwasus?Imean

Bongaisrichprobablyhadenemies.

Bhekisisa:thisisnotarocketscience.DamnI

shouldhavedonethisallalone

Igrabbedtheglassandsmashitagainstthewall.



Me:fuckit!Iknewit!Iknewit!Bloodyidiots!They

aresogoingtopayforthis.Onebyone!Bonga

didn'tdeservetodie,especiallyforme!

Sfiso:calmdownndoda.Wewilldefinitelydealwith

them.Fornowlet'splanhisfuneralandtakeitfrom

there.

Rightthenthesnake,addressedas"Baba"hissed

fromthewall,Sfisobowsdown.

Me:whatarewegoingtodowiththat?

Sfiso:Iwilltakehimuntilyouknowwhattodo.He

isneedyhecan'tstayaloneforsolong.His

presencebringscharm,moneyandpower.Hence

Bonga'sstatus.

Me:no,don'ttakehim.



Sfiso:what?

Me:Isitpossibleforhimtoliveinsideme?

Sfiso:urhmIdon'tknow.ButIthinkso.Usuallyhim

andMamagivesustaskstodoaspartofthe

sacrifice,himlivinginsomeoneishugeandIam

surethepersonwhoisbraveenoughforthatinherit

bigdarkpowersandbecomesuntouchable.

Me:(smiling)let'saskhimwhat'sgoingtotakefor

himtoliveinme.

Sfiso:areyousure?

Me:100%.



Sfiso:thenweneedtogotothemainhouse.Not

hereandweshallbetoldallthesteps.

Me:thenlet'sgotherenow.

Hegrabshiskeysandtellsmetoputonajacket.I

lookatthewall,it'sgone.Wedrivetoanother

beautifulbighouseinPretoria.Itisheavilyguarded.

Weareescortedtoanotherroom.

Ifindabout20mendressedinblackandred.Black

robesandredclothsontheirheads,holdingblack

burningcandlesintheirhands.Afterchangingto

theattireIkneelinfrontofthiswomanwhoisso

damnpretty.Iwastoldshe'samermaid,theone

thatgivesoutpower.

Her:Sabelo,welcome



Herwordsrepeatsthreetimesbeforetheyactually

diesout.

Her:wearesorryaboutthedeathofyourbrother,

hewasadedicatedmember.Iamtoldyouwant

Babatoliveinyou?

Me:yes.

Her:(starringatherglassyshinemirror)itwon'tbe

easy.Youshallnotgetmarried,youwillbe

untouchableandruthless.Babawillneedhuman

bloodeverymonthandnoyouwon'tkilltohaveit,

wellnotdirectly.

Me:pleaseelaborate.

Her:everywomanyouaregoingtosleepwithwill

inheritthedarkpowers,thementheysleepwith



afteryouwilldieandthatwayyougainmore

powersandriches.

Ismiled,veleIhatewomenfromnowonsothisisa

cherryontop.

Her:asyourbrotherliesinacoffin,wehavetobury

youwithuBabainthatcoffinfor24hours.Youwill

getout,goburyhimandcomebacktofinishthe

process.

Me:kulungile.

Her:gentlemen,preparehim.

Sfiso:(whispering)whatareyougoingtodowith

Bonga'sthings?



Me:hehasadaughter,iwillsavethemforher.

Sfiso:good.

Tobecontinued.

(TomorrowIshallnotpost,don'texpectanother

insertuntilThursday)

[01/24,17:50] :TheBachelor

Insert9

SABELO

DuringthepreparationIwasmadetodrinksome

oilythickblackishliquidthattastedhorrible.Inearly

throwtheshitupbutIcouldn'tbringsissyvibesin

frontofmenothersyoungerthanmehere.



Thewomanmadecutsonmybody,aroundmy

waistandputonablacksmallrobe,alsoonboth

mywrists.Whenshewasdone,theysentmetoa

bigblackpottosteam.

Thewaterisboiling,IswearIfeltmyskinpeeling

offinasecond,theblanketontopofmeiswaytoo

heavytomissit.BythetimeIwasdone,Ifeelmy

wholebodytoohot,headpoundingsohard,vision

blurryandlipscracking.

ThecoffinisnowopenandIamtoldtogetinside.I

takealookinsideandsee"ubaba"layingthere.Iam

startingtohavedoubtsaboutthis,whatifthisthing

swallowsmethemomenttheyclosethecoffin?

Me:howlongwillthistake?

Her:10hours,youhaveafuneraltopreparesothe



restwillbecompletedafter.

Inodandgetinsidelayingdown,thesnakestarts

movingwrappingitselfaroundmybody.Iclosemy

eyesasitlicksmywholebodyoff.

HOURSLATER

ThecoffinopensupandIriseup,takealook

aroundthesurrounding.Itlookslikeamorning,I

lookinsidethecoffin,onlymysweatsisthere.Iam

feelingstrong,Icanconquereverythingand

anything.

Istepoutofthecoffinandgoestokneelinfrontof

thelady.

Her:yourfirstinitiationwassuccessful.Youarea

bravemanfordoingthisSabelo.Youaregoingto



beveryrich,kingdomsandnationswillbowdown

toyou.Withubabainsideyou,nomanwillhave

powertoarguewithyou.

Everythingandanythingyoudesireshallbegranted

asyourwish.Remember,youarenotsupposedto

fallinlovewithanyofyourvictims,someofthem

mayexperienceproblemslikemiscarriages,heavy

periodsandsomemayloosethoseclosetothem,

especiallyromanticallyinvolved.

Me:Don'tworry,Idon'tseemyselffallinginlove

everagain.ThewomanIlovedaftermymother

brokemyhearttothecore,it'squiteobviouswomen

don'tappreciategoodmenanymore.

Her:verywellthen.Iwillseeyouatthefuneral.One

morething,nevertakethisout.

Shesaysputinganecklaceonmebrushingit.It



lookssobeautifulandshiny.

Her:thiswillhelpyoutobealert.Wheneverdanger

Isarounditwillglowthanusual,italsoyourescape

fromtrouble.Youtouchonit,youwillfindyourself

sayingthespellwordsandtransformtoubaba.

Shefinishesofftheinstructionsandreleasesme.

IdrivebacktoBonga'shouse.Beingherefeelsso

weirdanddifferent.WhenthefuneralisoverIwill

havetofindanotherplacetostaybecauseIcan't

continuestayinghere.Iwillhavetoselleverything

andsaveitunderhisdaughter.

Itakeoutthebigbagandloadhisclothes,personal

belongings.MyheartsinkswhenIseethepictureof

him,meandSbongawhenshewasyoung.Iwonder

howsheisgoingtotakethenews,Imeanlosing

bothparentsatsuchanearlyageisnoteasy.



WhenIamdonewithpackingIhittheroadgoing

backhome.NomatterhowstrongIamrightnow,I

amnotreadytofacemymotherandtellherthe

news.

LATERTHATDAY

DrivingintheMthethwa'shouseholdIseecard,

Immediatelyithitmethatsheknows.Iswallowa

hugelumponmythroatasIwalkinsidethe

rondavelandfindheronthemattresswithmy

aunt'sfromDad'sside.

MaCele:(crying)kodwaSabelo,sengingazengizwe

ezindabeniukuthiumntanamiakasekho

bongangazisingani?HawukodwangoBongawami!

(ButSabelo,howcanIhearsuchbignewsabout

Bonga'spassingontheradiowithoutyouinforming

me?)



Me:bengizokwazisamama,bengisaqoqaizinto

zakhe.Ngiyaxolisa.(Iwasgoingtoinformyou

mother,Iwaspackinghisthings.Iamsorrymother)

MaCele:(weeping)kwenzenjanikodwa?Ngubani

lobulalaumntanami?UBongabekungeyena

umuntuwomsindo(whathappenedthough?Who

killedmyson?Bongadidn'tlovedrama?)

Me:amaphoyisaasaphenyaMama(copsare

investigating)

MaCele:tholaabenzibalokuSabelo,abakwazi

ukuphilaeyamiinganeingasekho.(Findthese

peopleSabelo,theycan'tlivewithmychilddead)

Aunty:aisisyehlisaumoya,ungakhulumi

kanjalo(calmdownsis,don'ttalklikethat)



Iexcusemyselfandgotothehousewheremy

cousinshugsme.

Me:whereisSbonga?

Thule:inherbedroom,she'sbeeninthereever

sincethenewsbroke.

Me:areyouguyskeepinganeyeonherthough?

Thule:yes,Auntyaskedustoremoveanythingand

everythingthatcouldhelpherharmherself.Sheis

distraught.

Iwalktoherroomandopenthedoor.Ifindher

curdledupnexttoherwardrobehummingasoft

songtoherbigteadybearBongaboughther.



Me:sthandwaSami..

Sbonga:baba..

Shethrowsherselfatmeandcries,Ibrushherback

andhairasbothofusweepinsilence.

Me:kulungileNyambose,ngikhonaforwena

uyezwa?Awusozewaselwaluthoaslongminano

gogosisaphila.Angifuniucabangeukuthi

uyintandaneSbongangobaawuyona.Ubaba

wakhobekakuthandaandngizoqhubekalagcine

khona.(It'sokaymydaughter,Iamhereforyoudo

youhearme?Youwillneverlackanythingaslong

asmeandyourgrandmaarestillalive.Idon'twant

youtothinkthatyouareanorphanbecauseyouare

not.YourfatherlovedyouandIwillcontinuewhere

heleftoff)



Sbonga:(weeping)kubuhlungubaba,

ngiyamkhumbula.(It'shurtsdad,Imisshim)

Me:Iknow,Imisshimtoo.

NARRATED

THEFUNERAL

Familymembers,friends,colleaguesandthe

communityatlargearegathereduptopaytheirlast

respecttoBongumusaMthethwawhodiedatthe

ageof29yearsleavingbehindhis11yearold

daughter.Sabeloisseatedwithhismotherand

Sbongasidebyhim.

Thepastorreadshisverseandsaysashortprayer.



Pastor:njengobanasencwadiniengcwele

kubhaliweukuthiuNkulunkuluuyaphaaphinde

athathe,mndeniwakwaMthethwa,duduzekani

ngobalokukuyintandokaNkulunkulu.Ngithi

izinhliziyozenumazingadangalingokubayena

uhlelingasokudlasakheembuswenikaJehovah.

Sithenjisiweukubasiyophindesihlanganenabo

abathandiweyobethungalengaphesheyakwethuna

umasenzekahleezweni.(AstheBiblestatesthat

Godgivesandtakes,Mthethwafamily,condolences.

Pleasefinditinyourhearttotakeeasybecausethis

isGod'swill.Mayyourheartsbeateasebecause

heisinthekingdomoftheLord.Wearepromiseda

reunionwithourlovedonesinheaventhat'sifwe

leadaholylifeonearth.)

Hefinisheshissermonandgivesthespeakersa

chancetosayspeeches.Friendsandcolleagues

taketurnsuntilit'sSabelo's.

Sabelo:(sighs)angazingizothini.Kuminaloku



kufananephupho.Ingathikukhonaozofikaathi

vukasiyadlala.Njengobawonkeumuntu

esemchazileuBongangokumazikwabonami

ngizokwengezaphezukwamazwiabo.

UBongumusauvelesengikhulilesengibonanje

impela.Ngiyamkhumbulaumamaebuyanaye

esibhedlela,ngamthandangicalaukumbona.

Wayemuhlanomlomoomncane.Ekukhuleni

kwakheubethandaukungilandelayonkeindawo.

UNyamboseubezithanda,esithandasiwumndeni

wakheikakhulukaziindodakaziyakhe.Bekuma

yonkeintongenganeyakhe,uyitholelengane

asasemncanenokhokodwaIresponsibility

ayithathayangenzangaziqhenyangaye.

Ngizomkhumbulangokuzenzamealskunami

nokungilawula(smiling)bengizengimthembise

indukuumaasazenzauNyamboseomkhulu.



Mfowethuusishiyengokukhuluukuzuma,kuningi

ebisihleleukuthisizokwenzanawekodwa

akusenani.Ngizoqhubekalawugcinekhonafuthi

ngiyakuthembisaukuthiuSbongaakasozeaswela

uthandoLukababangikhona.

HambakahleNyambose,hambakahleDingiswayo.

Sohlalasikuthandafuthisikukhumbula.(Idon't

knowwhattosay.Tomethisfeelslikeabaddream,

it'slikesomeonewillcomeandsay"wearekidding,

wakeup".AseveryonehasdescribeBonga

accordingtohowtheyknowhim,Iwillalsoadd

ontothat.

BongumusawasbornwhenIwasabitolder,I

rememberthedaymomcamewithhimfromthe

hospital,Ifellinlovewithhimimmediatelywithhis

smallmouthandhandsomeness.Hegrowup

followingmearoundandweweresoclose



Mybrotherlovedhimself,lovedusashisfamilybut

mostlyhisdaughter,Sbonga.Everythingcameinto

astandstillwherehisdaughterconcerned.Hehad

herataveryyoungagebutIamproudathowhe

tooktheresponsibility.

Iwillmisshimbyactinglikeourfatheranddictate

mearound,weusedtofightalotwhenhe

pretendedtobemyfatherandtoldmewhattodo.

Mybrotherleftussosoonandunexpected.There's

alotweplannedondoingtogetherbutallisgood,I

willcontinuewhereyouleftoffandIpromisethat

Sbongawillneverlackafather'slovewhileIamstill

alive.

Resteasymybrother,resteasyDingiswayo.Wewill

alwaysloveandmissyou)

Thepraiseteamsingsasongandthepastorsaysa



prayerandleadeveryoneouttothehearse.Then

theunexpectedhappens.

About12meninfancyblacksuitsandredties

arrives.Oneofthemgoestothehearsedriverand

whisperssomethingtohimandhenodsmovingthe

caraway.TheycarryBonga'scoffinthemselves.

Sabelorunshiseyesandseethemermaid,she'sin

ahumangorgeousfemaleform.Alsoonherlong

blackdressandredheadwrap.

MaCele:(whispering)whoarethesemenandwhat

aretheydoing?

SheasksasThebrotherhoodsingswithBonga's

coffin,dancingwithit.

Me:it'shisfriendsmama,theyaresayinggoodbye



instyle.

MaCeledoesn'tlookpleasedatthisbutkeepsquite

untiltheyreachthecemetery.Theylowerhiscoffin

aftereachofthemtookofftheirtiesandlaythem

onhiscoffin.

Mournersstartswhisperingaround.

Masikhakhane:mihlolamunikodwalowenziwa

ilamadoda?(Whatisthisthesemenaredoing?)

MaNgozo:(whispering)ngiyayengizwekuthiwa

lomhlolaesiwubonaLanawenziwaumangabe

umuntubekathwele(Inormallyhearthatsuch

practicehappenswhenamanwaspartofacult)

Masikhakhane:haiwena!Ushokuthibekathwele

njengobakubokusesilungwininje?(Youdon'tsay!



Youmeanhewasaritualistsincetheirhouseis

beautiful?)

Shesaiditloudenoughtogetadeadlystarefrom

Sabeloandshefeltacoldsweatonherbackand

lookeddown.

MaNgozo:umemezelanikodwanawe?Ai!(Whyare

youshouting?Ai)

Masikhakhane:awuthingithulebayozebathwale

ngami.(letmekeepquietbeforetheysacrificeme)

Tobecontinued.

[01/24,17:51] :TheBachelor

Insert10



#NARRATED

Thefuneralislongoverandpeoplearestartingto

leaveonebyone.Sabeloissortingthingsoutand

makingsurethateverythingisbackonit'splace

beforehecouldleaveforGauteng.

Thefuneralwentwellalthoughthere'swhisper's

aroundaboutthemenbuthedoesn'tcareanymore.

Henolongercarewhatthenextpersonthinksor

say,aslongasitmakeshimhappythenhe'sgood.

Sfisowalksuptohimwipinghishands.He

remainedbehindtohelphim.

Sabelo:thankyouhelpingout.itrulyappreciateit.

Sfiso:don'tsweatit,BongawasmybrothertoosoI

don'tmind.Sowheretofromhere?



Sabelo:IwilllaylowforabitwhileIfigureoutwhat

todonext.MaybeafterfewdaysIshallreturnto

Joburgandfinishofftheprocess.

Sfiso:IheardyouwanttosellBonga'sbusinesses?

Sabelo:yeahit'sactuallyagoodthingandkeepthe

moneyforhisdaughtersafe.

Sfiso:don'tdothat.Okaymaybeyoucansellhis

houseandcarsbutnotthebusiness.Look,ashis

lawyerIsuggestyouholdontothem,hewantedyou

torunthemwhenheisnomore.

Sabelo:youarehislawyer?

Sfiso:Sabelo,allthemembersofbrotherhoodhave

alegalqualificationtoleadaprofessionaljob.We



justdidn'twakeupwithmoneyonouraccounts,we

studied,workedandaskedformore.

Sabelo:Isee.WellIguessIwillhavetodoasyou

saybutIwanttohavemyownthinggoingonthe

side.

Sfiso:that'sgoodbutyouneedtohaveafoundation

ofyourwealth.Whatareyouthinkingoff?

Sabelo:Ithasalwaysbeenmywishtofinishmy

studiesandgraduate.Iwanttowearthatgownso

badly.

Sfiso:andyoucanstillachieveit,there'snothing

stoppingyou.Whatstudiesdidyoudo?

Sabelo:financialmanagementmajoredwith

accounting.



Sfiso:(whistling)moneystudies..

Sabelo:(smiling)yep,Iwanttobeabanker,havemy

ownBank.

Sfiso:that'sbigandimpressivebafo.Gogetit.

Sabelo:thatdayyousaidit'ssoeasytofindthe

"slayqueens".Wouldyouelaborate?

Sfiso:(chuckling)ohthat,it'swaytooeasy.When

youarebacktojozi,wewillgoout,Iwillchange

yourwardrobe,takeyougorgeoussnapsforthe

gramandbelieveme,thesegirlswillcomeflocking

yourpage.

Someareevensellingthemselvesforthefine

life,it'snotthatdifficulttofindthem,youwillfind



theiremailsornumbersundertheirinstagram

bio,bumsonthestoryandyouaregoodtogo.

Butthoseonesareexpensive,theeasiestonesto

findarethosewhogotoSandtonclubswithzero

balanceontheircards.Youbuythemfewbottlesof

moetandtheyarereadytoopenitforyou.

Sabelo:(smiling)andthenextpersonwhocomes

afterthat.

Sfiso:exactly.Soyoushouldbewillingtospend.

Youspendmoneytomakemoney.Butfirstthings

first,lookoutforyourfamily,don'tgoforyour

neighboursactuallyplayfarawayfromyourhome

girls.Youdon'twantpeopletoburnyourmother's

housewhentheirkidsstarttosufferordisappear.

Sabelo:Ihearyou.Iwasthinkingaboutinstalling

theelectricityaroundheresincemomdoesn'twant



tomove.

Sfiso:Bongawasinaprocessofdoingthatbefore

hedied.Iwillplugyouwiththeguywhowasgoing

todothat,he'spartofus.

Sabelo:that'sgreat,Iwasstressingaboutthe

negotiationwiththecouncilorandmunicipality..

Sfiso:(laughing)youhaven'trealizedthepoweryou

havehaven'tyou?Rightnowyouareinapositionto

gothereandtellthemyouwantthisandthat,

believeme,theywillgiveittoyouwithoutany

hustle..embraceyourpower,allthesepeoplearound

herewillbowtoyou

Sabelosmiledabitandtheywalkedinsidethe

housetoeat.



FEWDAYSLATER

BHEKISISA

Nowthatthe10dayscleansingceremonyformy

fatherhavebeendonewearegoodtogobackto

business,thetaxibusinessactuallyasallthecars

wereparkeduntiltheceremony.

Ihavecalledallourdriversandourmarshallsto

informthemaboutthenewchangesthat'sgoingto

happenaroundhere.

IamwithBafana,heknowsabitaboutthis

businessbecauseunlikeus,heusestocomewith

dadtowork.

Me:sibongemadodaukuphumelelakwenu,kusho

kukhululokokithikoMacingwane.(Thankyou



gentlemenforshowingup,thismeansalottous)

Me:ngaphandlekokucithaisikhathingizovele

ngihlaleodabeninginazisengezinhlelo

zokusebenzalakhayanjengoba..(withoutwasting

anymoretimeIwouldliketoinformyouaboutthe

planstoworkaroundhere..)

Rightthenablackshiny2doormercedesbenzpulls

over.Twogentlemenwalkoutofthecarfixingtheir

suits.OneofthemisSabelo,actuallytheonewhois

driving

Whatishedoinghere?Rumoursaidhewashome

nursinghisbrokenheart,Itouchmywaistjustto

checkmygunasheslowlyapproachesus.He

looksdifferentthanthelasttime.Ican'teven

maintaina2minuteseyecontactwithhimwithout

feelingdizzyandmyheartbeatingfast.



Sabelo:madoda,uxoloukunilindisa,bekukhona

bekumelengikwenzekodwamanjesengikhona

singaqhubeka.(Gentlemen,sorrytokeepyou

waiting,IhadsomethingtodobutnowI'mbackwe

cancontinue)

Me:eieiei,weNyambose,lomhlanganoubizwe

yimilanasoawukwaziukuveleugaxekenje!

(Sabelo,Icalledthismeetingsoyoucan'tjust

hijackit)

Sabelo:uzokwenzani?Yinindabangathi

uyakhohlwanjeukuthiuMacingwanewashiyela

minalelibhizinisi?Uzeubizeumhlanganonje

uwubizangaliphi?(Whatareyougoingtodo?Why

doesitseemlikeyouareforgettingthat

Macingwaneleftthisbusinessforme?Youcalled

thismeetingaswhat?)

Me:(whispering)Sabelo,angifuniukukudubula

phambikwalabantu,angekekubekuhlekodwa



ngingakwenzaloko(Sabelo,Idon'twanttoshoot

youinfrontofthispeople,itwon'tlookgoodbutI

don'tminddoingso)

Sabelo:(steppingcloserandstandsinfrontofme

withhishandsonthepockets)ngingajabula

ukukubonauzama.Dubula,wenzeisiqiniseko

sokuthiawugejifuthiawuphelelwaizinhlamvu(I

wouldlovetoseeyoutry,shootme.Makesureyou

don'tmissorrunoutofbullets!)

Bafanaquicklygetsbetweenusandpushesmeto

thebackjustasIdrawmygun.Iwanttowipethis

arrogantsmirkonhisfaceonceandforall.

Bafana:don'tdoitBafo,Itoldyouthiswasabad

idea.

IlookatSabelowholooksatmewithoutblinking.

Whatkindofapersonisthis?Ilowermyguntomy



waist.

Me:thisisnotover..notbyanylongshot.Youare

notgoingtocomefromanywhereandtakethe

familybusiness.Iamgoingtoconsentthatwill.

Sabelo:Bemyguest,butifIwereyou,Iwasgoingto

listentoyouryoungerbrother.Ididn'taskforthis.

MaybeIfyouwerealittlehumaneIwouldhave

returneditbackbutno,youhavetokillmybrother

andforthatIpromiseyou,youaregoingtoattenda

funeraleveryweekenduntilyoufeelthepainyou

putmethrough.

Don'tworry,ngizogcinangawe.

Heshootsmealookandsomethinghappens,more

likealightninghittingmebetweentheeyesfromhis,

Iloosebalanceandtakeafewstepsback.Bafana

catchesmebeforeIfall..



Bafana:yougood?

Me:(shakingmyheadrubbingmyeyes)I'mgood,

let'sgetoutofhere,I'mnotfeelingtoogood.

Tobecontinued.

(Mypostingscheduleismessedupbecauseim

busy.ThisiswhyIwantedtocomeonthe25thbut

yousaiditwasfarsoyouaregoingtobearwithme

untilI'mbackonmyform.)

[01/24,17:51] :TheBachelor

Insert11

SABELO



AfterthatheatedconfrontationwithBhekisisa,he

leftandIaddressedthedrivers.Theydidn'tgiveme

anyproblemsatall,therewasnoneedformeto

usemypowersandcharmsoverthem.They

clappedandwelcomedmewithwarmhandsstating

howhappytheyaretohavemeastheirboss.

SfisoandIdrovetothehouseIaskedhimtohelp

meget.Ican'tbelievehowfastthingsaremoving,

atBonga'scompany,IwilllettheMDhandlethings

fornowwhileIfocusonthetaxibusinessandmy

studies.Iwanttoexpandittootherroutesand

provinces.

Thehouseissituatedinthenorthburbsof

Centurion,it'sbeautiful.Ismilegettinginside,it's

hasn'tbeenthatlongsinceSfisoandIknowneach

otherbutitseemslikeheisreadingmetoowell.

Me:thisisbeautiful..



Sfiso:gladyoulikeit..

Me:howdidyouknowandcomeoutwithallofthis?

Ibetthisisallmystyle..

Sfiso:let'sjustsayIamagoodjudgeofcharacter

althoughIaddedabitofswagandglamhereand

there.Ihopeyoudon'tmind.

Me:it'sperfect.Iloveitthisway.Ireallyoweyoufor

pushingthisonesofast.

Sfiso:moneyunlocksallcloseddoorsbrayami.All

youneedtodoistotalkwiththerealstateagent

andfinalizethedeal.

Me:okayI'lllookatthecontractyousentme.



Sfiso:awesome,nowcometomyfavoritepartof

thehouse.

Hesaysleadingmeonthestaircaseuntilwewalk

intothemasterwhitebedroom.Imovearound

admiringthebeautyinsideheregoingoverthe

window.TheviewofJoburg,midrand,Pretoriaisso

beautifulhere.

Heopenstheclosetandfinedesignerclothesstand

infrontofme.

Sfiso:viola!

Me:wow!HowmuchamIowingyouforthis

trouble?

Sfiso:urhm,let'sgetyourcarsthenwe'lltalkabout



myfee.WearehittingSandtontodaytocelebrate

yourfirstchequeandyouarewearingthis.

Hesayspickingupanicesmartcasualoutfit.When

hesaysfirstchequeheisreferringtoanother

companythatpromisedmeajobbutnowtheyare

sellingmeshares.Imagine,owningawhole5%ina

whitedominatedworkplace?Thingsaremoving

andIamhappy.

Ineedtopushthepeoplewhoaregoingtowork

withelectricitybackhometohurry.

Me:Ithinkyoushouldchangecareers..

Isaylookingatmyselfonthemirrorafterputtingon

theclothes..

Sfiso:nothankyou.Ienjoythecourtroomsovery



much.Sabz,there'ssomethingIwanttorunbyyou

fast.

Me:okay..

Sfiso:theissueofMchunubrothers..

Me:arghthoseones,I'mstillgoingtothinkofa

properpunishmentforthem..

Sfiso:Ihearthatbutcanyourefrainfrom

threateningBhekisisaeverytimeyouseehim?I

knowtheguyticksyouoffinthewrongwaybut

avoidhim,don'tlethimknowofyourmoves.

Especiallythreateninghiminpublicwithwitnesses,

yesyoucangetyourselfoutoftroublebutavoid

creatingunnecessaryonesplease.

Me:Ihearyouandyouareright.Idon'twanttobe



implicatedwithdramacurrentlyhenceIsayIwill

thinkthroughandthoroughlyoftheirpunishment.

Sfiso:awesome.Nowshowerandlet'sgogetthe

babes.

Me:(smiling)plusit'sbeenawhilesinceIgotlaid..

Sfiso:(smirking)todayyouaregoingtobespoiled

bychoice.AhIalmostforgot,let'sgotothesalon

andfixourhairandbeards.

Me:(brushingit)ohyeahIlooklikeagoatnow.

Helaughsandwewalkbackdown,aiSukaI'm

obsessedwiththishouse,myhouse.Fuckit's

beautiful.



Me:ohyeahSfiso,

Sfiso:sure?

Me:IwillcontinueusingthehelperBongawas

using,she'sreliableandtrustworthy.

Sfiso:themanagementofthehouseisalluptoyou

brayaka.OnceIdeliveryourcarsmyjobandwith

youwillbedone.

MCHUNUBROTHERS

ZENZO:youmeanthathegoatthreatenedyou?Us?

Bafana:hedid,butBhekisisaprovokedhim.He

shouldn'thavecalledthatmeetinginthefirstplace.



Bhekisisa:whosesideareyouon?

Bafana:thetruth.Idon'twantanytrouble.Iam

goingbacktoCapeTownandyouguysshouldstop

stressingmother.

ZENZO:youaresuchasissy.Bhekisisa,tellme

moreaboutthereactionyousayyoufeltafterhe

staredatyou?

Bhekisisa:eimanIfeltasifsomethingwasstriking

mebetweenmyeyes..

ZENZO:mhm,Iwonderwhatcouldthatmean.What

doyousuggestwedo?

Bhekisisa:wecan'tcomeathimwithgunsnow

becausehe'swaitingforus.Let'sgetThembaand

brainstormournextmove.



Bafana:countmeout.

ZENZO:mxmm,pussy!

SANDTONNIGHTCLUB

Agroupof6girlsaresharingonebottleofMoet,

theyhavebeenatitsince6pmandnowit's9pm.

Thereotherbottlesareclosedandintact.Everylady

isbusywithworktheirphoneschattingtowhoever

andslowlyshakingtheirheadstothemusicplaying.

Theseladiesaregorgeous,makeuponpoint,

weavestouchingtheirassesandoutfitsexyashell.

Lady1:wuuhguyslookatthat!



Theyturntoherdirectionandseetwoneat,

gorgeousandfinegentlemenwalkingtotheVIP

sectionwiththeirwaitorbehindthem.

Lady2:abanikazibemalisebafikileguyswecan

nowparty!(Richguyshavearrivedwecannow

party!)

Shesaysopeningtheotherbottlepoppingitloud

gettingtheirattentionbuttheycontinuewiththeir

business.

Lady1:areyoucrazy?Whywouldyouopenthat

bottleknowingverywellit'shiredandwedon'thave

money?

Lady2:relax,theyaregoingtopay.

Lady3:(smiling)Iloveyourconfidence.



Lady4:buttheylooklikethearrogantrudetype.

Lady2:we'lldealwiththeirpersonalitieslaterbut

fornowtheyneedtocoverthisbill.I'mgoingto

them.

Lady5:cheesagirl,makesureyoubringthemhere.

Lady2fixherdressandweavetakingtheglassof

herchampagneandcatwalktothem.

Lady2:Gentlemen.

Theybothturntoherwiththeirglassesinhands.

Sfiso:hellothere.



Lady2:(smilingtakingherhandout)I'mThobile,and

youguys?

Sfiso:ohthenameisSfisoandhereismygood

friendSabelo.

Thobile:(fixinghereyesonSabelo)lookingso

handsomeandrich.Definitelymytype.

Sabelo:(smirking)serious?

Thobile:(smilingproudly)yes,Ilovemymanrich

andhandsome,likeyouso.

Sabelo:shisawenagirl,areyourichthough?

Thobile:Ibegyourpardon?



Sabelo:angilwi,I'mjustwonderinghowcomeyou

lovearichtypebutnotrichyourself?

Thobilelooksawayanddownherdrinkfast,Sfiso

andSabelowinksateachother.

Sfiso:doyoumindifwejoinyouguys?Youlooklike

greatcompany.

Thobile:byallmeans,pleasecomewithme.

ShesaystakingSabelo'shandandleadtheway

backtotheirtabe,shestickshertongueouttoher

friendsastheysitdown..

Tobecontinued.

*SponsoredbyJ.Nzima *



[01/24,17:51] :TheBachelor

Insert12

THOBILE

Thepartyiscomingprettywellandwehaveopened

upallthebottlesnow.Theseguysdon'tseemto

mindatall.Sfisoisfunnyandjokesaround,asfor

theoneIpicked,yuhhaihissarcasmsisontopof

theworld.Butthenthere'ssomethingintriguing

abouthim,it'shiseyesformeandhowhelickand

bitehislipswhenhetalks.

Inshortletmejustsayheishot.Ithinkheknowsit

becausewowuguyuyazitshelanotinsomany

wordsbutyoucantellnjeukuthithisguy

uyazifonela.



Iambroughttolifebyhishandtouchingmytighs.I

smileandlookatme.

Sabelo:ucabangani?(Whatareyouthinkingof?)

Me:nothingmuch,justwonderinghowcomea

handsomeguylikeyoucomeherealone.Isn'tyour

girlfriendafraidofthattheyaregoingtosnatchyou?

Sabelo:(grinning)isthisyourwaytofindoutifIhave

agirlfriend?

Me:well...Youcouldbemarried.

Sabelo:noneoftheabovementioned.ButIdohave

achild,adaughter.

Me:ohwthat'samazing.Where'sthemother?



Sabelo:passedaway.Andyou?Whatdoyoudo?

Me:IamstudentatwitsstudyingBcomaccounting.

Ilie,Igotkickedoutoftheuniversitytwoyearsago

andneverwentback.

Sabelo:ohserious?That'samazing.

PhewthankGodhedoesn'tcontinuetalkingabout

thecourseandweswitchtogeneraltopics.

Mymoneymybodynayourown

(It'sOBO,baddest)

Theladies,meandmycrewincludedscreamwhen

thesongcomesout.It'severyslayqueen'sfavorite



songoutthere.Istandupwithmyglass.

Me:come,dancewithme.

Sabelo:(laughing)Ican'tdancetosavemylife.

Me:Iwilldancejustfollowmylead.

Sabelo:okay.

HestandbehindmeandIstartdancingaroundhim

swingingmybodyandwaist.

IfItellyousayIloveyouo

Mymoneymybodynayourownobaby

Thirtybillionfortheaccounto

VersaceandGucciforyourbodyobaby



Nodo,nodo

Nodo,garararaforme

Nodo,nodo

Nodosenrereo

Nodo,nodo

Nodo,shakaraowe

Nodo,sodo

Nodo,garararaformeo,ehhh

Girlyou’rebeautifultoo

Mynumberonetuntun

Sippingburukututu

Foryourlovetutu

Igochookyouchukuchukuo

Bikoobianuju

Sheyyoudomejuju



'CauseI'mfeelingthejuju

Sabelo:(whisperingonmyearholdingmywaist)

seewhatyourdanceisdoingtome?

Iturnandlookathimwithasmile,avisibleboner

onhispantssellshimout.

Me:wellmaybeweshouldgetoutofhere,whatdo

youthink?

Isaybitingmylipscaressinghischest.

Sabelo:youreadmymind.

Wegobacktoourseatandhetakesouthis

platinumcardbuthisfriendstopshim.



Sfiso:don'tworryIwillhandleit.Wearestillhaving

funwiththeladies.

Sabelo:alrightweareleaving.

MyfriendsgivemeoursignaturelookandInod

assuringthemthatIwillbefine.Itakemybagand

followhimoutsidetotheparkinglot.Heopensup

thedoorforme.Whatagentleman.Hestartsthe

caranddrivesfasttakingtherouteoutside

Johannesburg.Isharemylivelocationwiththe

bitches.

Wedon'ttalkmuchinthecar,he'sratherfocused

ontheroadandstealingglancesonmenowand

then.ThesilenceisratherweirdsoIturnonthe

radioandlistentomusicuntilthecarstopsinfront

ofabeautifulhouse.

Sabelo:wearehere,let'sgoinside.



Hetakeshiskeysandcellphonegettingoutofthe

car.Idon'twaitforhimtoopenthedoorforme.I

jumpoutandfollowhim.Yeses,thisbeautiful

houseforhimtostayalone?Wow!

Me:wow,yourplaceisgorgeous.

Sabelo:thankyou,Irecentlymovedinhereactually.

Me:youmeanI'mthefirstladytogracethishouse?

Sabelo:(smilingwalkinguptome)Imeanexactly

that.Doyouwantsomethingtodrinkoreatmaybe?

Me:Iwantyou.

Sabelo:saynomore.



Hegrabsmetohimandkissesmesodeepwhile

tearingmydressapart.Myhandsworkswithhis

jeansfastunfasteninghisbeltandtheviewthat

comesafterisverypleasant.

REMOVED

SABELO

Myphoneringssomewhereintheroom.Iopenmy

eyesandseeitonthedressingtable.Ifetchitand

findamissedcallfrommymother.Icallher

immediately.

MaCele:Sawubona,ngikuvusile?(goodmorning,did

Iwakeyouup?)

Me:Sawubonamama,yebokodwakulungile.Ninjani?



(Goodmorningtoyoutoomom,yesbutit'sfine.

Howareyou?)

MaCele:siyaphilakonaokungatheninedi

ngikhathazekilengenganekamfowenu(Iamgood

butworriedaboutyourbrother'schild?)

Me:kwenzenjani?(Whatishappening?)

MaCele:angazikahlekodwangibonangathiindaba

yokundlulakukayiseakakayamukelikahle(Idon't

knowbutIfeellikehehasn'tacceptedtheissueof

hisfather'spassing)

Me:eingiyezwamamafuthingiyabonakuthi

kungani.Ngizokwehlangizeekhayangizonibona

kungekudala(IhearyoumotherandIseewhy.Iwill

comehomeshortlytoseeyouguys)



MaCele:singajabulandodana,wehlenomakoti

wasegoliokhulumaisingisi(wewillbehappyson,

comewithmydaughterinlawwhospeaksEnglish)

Me:(laughing)usuqalileke,abantubogesibathini?

(Youhavestarted,whataretheelectricitypeople

saying?)

MaCele:sebacalalilebayatshubhela(theyhave

startedconnectingthewires)

Me:kuhlekendosi,ithingilungiseleleukuya

emsebenzinisizokhuluma(that'sgoodmother,let

meprepareforworkwewilltalk)

MaCele:kulungileNyambose.(It'sokayson)

Idropthecallandputthephoneasideonthe

bedsidetable.Ilookaroundandseestainsmixed



withbloodonthesheets.Isighandgetup.Iwonder

whereisthisgirlat.

Afterbrushingmyteethandwashingmyface,Iput

onmyboxersandsleepers.Walkingdowntothe

kitchenabeautifularomagreetsme.Theresheis,

singinganddancingwithmyt-shirton.

Me:goodmorning..

Thobile:agoodmorningindeed.Imadebreakfast.

Me:(kissinghercheeks)thislookslovelybutIdon't

eatbreakfast.

Thobile:what?Why?Afterallthetrouble.

Me:youshouldhaveasked.Packitforyourfriends



it'scool.

Shedoesn'tlookpleasedatallbutthenitiswhatit

is.

Thobile:Iamgoingtotakeashower,areyoujoining

me?

Me:NoIwillbecheckingmyemailsandmessages.

Thobile:Sabelo,lastnightwasfunright?

Me:thebest.Thankyou.

Thobile:thenwhyareyouactingthiscold?

Me:Iamnot,Idon'teatbreakfast,andIdon'tbath

withwomen.It'sthatsimple.Pleasehurry,oneof



thedriver'swilldropyouoff.

Ileaveherthereandgotomyofficeopeningmy

laptop.EmailsfromtheUniversitycomesthrough

andIsmilewhenIrealizeihavebeenaccepted.

IneedtogotoBonga'scompanytodayjustto

checkhowthingsaregoing.Thesepeopleshould

notrelaxanddoastheyplease.

Igobacktothebedroomandfindherdressingup.

Me:yougood?

Thobile:myperiodsjuststartedandit'snoteven

mydate.

Me:ohhh?



Thobile:couldbetheheavyexercisewehadlast

night.

Me:couldbe.Buysomepads.

Igiveherthemoneyandwalkpasthertothebed.

Thobile:Sabelo,thisisalot.

Me:Iknow,justasmallappreciationforlastnight.

Thobile:owhthankyou.Youareverygenerous.Am

Igoingtoseeyouagain?

Me:maybe.



Thobile:butyoudon'thavemynumber..

Me:don'tworry,whenIneedyouIwillgetyou.

IlookoutsidethewindowandseethecarsSfiso

saidhewasdroppingofftodayandmyphonerings.

Me:yourrideishere.Let'sgo.Hello,Sfiso,I'm

coming.

Tobecontinued.

[01/24,17:51] :TheBachelor

Insert13

SABELO



ExceptmymotherandSbonga,Iammadlyinlove

withcars.Notjustanybutbeautifulgorgeouscars

henceIvowedtoneverbuyanaverageordinarycar,

andnowthatIcanaffordtogetanycarIwant,

kuzonyiwasarn.

ThobilegreetsSfisoandgetsinsidetheJaguar.

Me:givetheguyyourdirectionhewilltakeyou

home.

Thobile:okay,thanksfortheawesomenight.

Me:Ihadagreattimetoo..

Imovebackassherollthewindowupandthecar

drivesaway.IturntoSfiso.



Me:boy,thisis....

Sfiso:(chuckling)amazingIknow.Bhadalandoda.

(Payman)

Me:nameyourprice..

Sfiso:(dancing)Ihavealreadysenttheinvoice,

checkyouremails.

Me:let'sgetinsidethen.

Heopenstheplatesandstartseatingthefood

Thobileprepared.

Sfiso:sohowwasyournight?

Me:itwasgood,she'safreak.



Sfiso:unfortunatelyIcan'ttakeyourgirlbutyoucan

takemine,sounfair.

Me:(laughing)sorry.There'snoneedtoshare

though.

Sfiso:youareright,there'splentyofhoesforallof

us.Soyoumeanshedidthethingsthat..

Me:hai,Iamnotdiscussingmysexlifewithyou.

Sfiso:uyabhhora,minabengiphakathikomhlane

nembeleko.Paymemymoney.

Iopenmymessagesandloadsofnotifications

frominstagrampopsup.



Me:somanynotificationsinthisInstagram of

yours.

Sfiso:ohItaggedyouonapostsoI'msurethe

babesarefollowingyou..

Me:yestheyare.ImeanIonlyhave5picturesbut

I'mnowsittingon5kfollowers.There'splentyof

DM'stoo.

Sfiso:welcometothesoftlifemfana.

Me:Iwillseethemlater.IneedtocallSbongajust

tofindouthowisshedoing.

Sfiso:eixyeahweshouldbethereforher,kidsthese

daysfallunderdepressionsoeasily.



Me:andIdon'twantthattohappen,Ipromisedto

bethereforhereverystepoftheway.

THOBILE

IopenthedooronourflatandthegirlIamsharing

withscreamsrunningtomeandhugme.

Me:somuchdramaKhanyisoearlyinthemorning.

Khanyi:dudeyouweren'tansweringyourphoneor

sowhatdidyouexpectustothink?

Me:IwasbusybutI'mhomesafenowyoucan

informothers.

Khanyi:alldone.Detailsdetails.



Me:(blushing)wheredoIstart?

Khanyi:inthebeginningchomme!!

Me:okaywelefttheclubstraighttohishousein

Centurion.Girlthathousealonegavemeorgasms.

OntopofthathetoldmeI'mthefirstwomantobe

thereasherrecentlymovedin.Everythingis

spotlesslycleanandneat.

SoheaskedifIwashungryorneededanythingto

drinkIsaidIwantedhimchommeuyangazi

ngiyasheshamoes.

Khanyi:ngikwazikahle,qhubeka(Iknowyouvery

well,continue)

Me:alrightchommeguykissedmewiththose

gorgeouslips,friend,hetearedmydressoff.



Khanyi:Iwantedtoaskaboutthetrackpantsyou

arewearingbutnowit'smakessense..

Me:theyarehisandnewfriend.Okaysoguy

presentedthecondomandaskedthatIputiton,

wellfriendhetookmetoheavenandback

Khanyi:myGodI'mjealousnow.Howishethere?

Me:bigandmarvelous.Ilostcountofhowmany

timesIclimaxed,Ievensquirted

Khanyi:witharubberon?Givethismanabells!

Me:friend,ngidliwe,Ievenwentonperiodsbefore

time.Hethengavememoneytobuypads.



Khanyi:ohmyword!Thobilethisguyisforkeeps.

Me:definitely,Iamnotlettinggoofthisone.You

shouldhaveseenthecarsSfisodeliveredthis

morning,gosh.I'mworriedthathedidn'taskformy

number,butIwillsearchforhimonInstagram.I'm

surehe'sthere.

Khanyi:definitelyhe'stherechomme.Iwonderifhe

hasabrotheroranotherfriendbecauseLumkotook

Sfisochomme.

Me:Idon'tknowbutIwillaskforyou.Letmego

rest,thepainsaregettingheavier.

Khanyi:there'ssomebrufenonmydrawer.Take

somemaybeyouwillfeelbetter.

Me:thanksfriend,hereaR2500gobuyyourself



somedress.

Khanyi:(huggingme)thanksfriend.GorestIwill

cook.

Ismileandwalktomybedroom.

#KHANYI

ThemomentshelocksherbedroomdoorItakemy

phoneandquicklygotoinstagramandfollows

Sabelo.Hejustaddedanewpictureandoh

msindisi!

ThobilewillforgivemebutIalsowantapieceof

him.ImeanshegivesmeR2500outofthose

thousandsshegot?



IquicklygotohisDMandsendhimaHIandputs

myphoneonthecouch.Icountthemoneyandthe

billsIneedtocoverwithit.MyphonevibratesandI

checkit.

It'shim,hejustresponded.Isquealinexcitement.

Me:(typin..)thanksforrespondingmymessage,are

youavailableforachat?

Sabelo:(typing..)dependingonwhatyouwantto

chatabout.IamaverybusymansoIdon'thave

timeforchitchatting.

Me:(typing)fairenough.I'mKhanyi,Isawyouinthe

clubyesterdayandlikeyou.Iwantyou.

Sabelo:(typing..)nowyouhavemyattention.You

wantmeinwhichway?



Ohgoshthisguy.

Me:(typing..)onthesheetshunny,Ipromisetorock

yourworld.

Sabelo:(typing)lol,givemeyournumberletmecall

you...

Yaass!Itypethemuprealquickandlogout.Ina

secondmyphonerings.

Me:hello.

Sabelo:Nkosazana..kunjani?(Howareyou?)

OohZulumenandtheircharms,didhejustcallme

Nkosazana?



Thobile:whoareyoutalkingtoblushingthismuch?

HerpresencestartlemethatIquicklyhangupand

lookather.

Me:(gettingup)don'tsneakuponmelikethat.

Tobecontinued.
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SABELO

Soweirdfortheladytojusthangupwhiletalking.

Butthenmaybesomethingdisturbedherwho

knows.Icontinuetoscrolldownmyinstagramand



thepeoplewhoarefollowingmeincludingtheforex

tradingscammers.

IcheckthisKhanyisilegirlzoominginherpicture,

sheisbeautiful.Hersmileandwhiteteeth.Reading

herbioitstatesthatshestudiedsimilarmodules

likemineattheUniversityofPretoriaandsheisa

motheroftwobeautifulboys.

Wow,thewayherbodyissodamnfine,youwon't

saythatflattummycarriedtwochildren.Iliketwo

ofherpicturesandmovealong.Istumbleacross

MinnieandJoe'spictures.Ilookatthem,zoomin

hereyes,sheishappy.Likesheisnotmovedabit

aboutwhatshedidtome.

Ilikeherpictureandmovealongtoothersandmy

phonerings.

Me:hello?



Voice:it'sKhanyisile,canyoupleasecallmeback?

Me:okay.

ShehangupandIreturnhercallthatshepicksup

immediately.

Khanyi:I'msorryaboutearliermyroommatewalked

uponme.

Me:owhIunderstand.You'refriendswithThobile?

Khanyi:yeahwealsolivetogether.

Me:Isee.SowhencanIseeyou?



Khanyi:thatisalluptoyoureally.

Me:sendmeyourlocationIwillaskoneofthe

driverstopickyouup.

Khanyi:okay.

Iamactuallynotinthemoodforsexbutsome

company.Thobilegaveittosodamngood.After

receivingherlocationIforwardittomyguyand

headtothebathroomtobath.

KHANYISILE.

Icatwalkinfrontofthemirrorandcheckmyself

onemoretime.DamnIlookgood.Sabelotextsme

sayingtheguyisoutside.IpassbyThobile's

bedroom,sheissleepingwithheadphoneson.Iwill

texthersincesheisnotfeelingtoowell.



Iwalktothecarandohmsindisi,thedriverishotas

fuckIamhavingthoughtsoftakinghimbutthen

he'snotrich.

Igreetandgetbusywithmyphoneashedrivesto

Centurion.IsharemylivelocationwithCebisawho

callsmeimmediately.

Cebisa:bitchwhatareyoudoing?

Me:withwhat?

Cebisa:isn'tthisthesamelocationThobileshared

fewhoursago?

Me:Cebisadon'tstart..



Cebisa:uzakukhombaThobile..

Me:whatever,it'snotliketheyaredatingor

anything.

Cebisa:remindmetonevershareanyinformation

aboutmymenwithyou.

ShehangupandIsigh.Igotkidstofeed,agirl

gottadowhatshegottodo.

Finallythecararrives,Thobilewasn'tlying.This

houseiseverything.Theguyleadsmetothelounge

andleavesassoonasSabelogracetheroom

Sabelo:hello

Hesayshuggingme,goshhesmellssogreatand

fresh.



Me:hi,nicehouse.

Sabelo:Itry.Wouldyoulikesomethingtodrink?

Me:doyouhavebeer?Castlelite?

Helooksatmeandsmirk.

Sabelo:Ihavesome.Iwasexpectingthatyouare

goingtoasksomechampagne.

Me:arghtobehonestthatthingisugly,wedrinkit

forclout.

Hegoestothefridgeandtaketwoouthandingme

one.Wesitdownonhiscreamygoldleather

couches.



Sabelo:souyangifunahuh?(Youwantme?).

Heasksmesoamuseddrinkinghisbeer.

Me:Ihopethatdidn'tblowyouoffthewrongway?

Sabelo:notreally,it'sfascinatedmeactually.How

straightupyouwere,thewomanwhogoesafter

whatshewantswithoutsugarcoatingitandthefact

thatIneverhadsuchprivilegesgrowingup.

Me:butwhy?

Sabelo:argh,Iguessbeingbrokeandaone

woman'sman.

Me:theloyaltype?



Sabelo:kindoff.CanIaskyouaquestion,Ihope

youwon'tbeoffended.

Me:Ihaveathickskin,don'tbefooledbythis

skinnybones.

Sabelo:(chuckling)youlooklikeasmartlady,why

sellyourselfsoshorttomenoutthere?

Me:IguessIamusedtomenplayingmethatit

doesn'thurtanymore.Otherthanthat,Ijusthustle

formykids.

Sabelo:butyoucanstillhustlewithyourlegs

closed..

Me:believemeI'vetried,ifit'snottheUniversity

holdingmydegreebecauseIcan'tpay,it'smykid's



needsexpandingdailyandblacktax.Likeit'salot.

Sabelo:Ihearyou.Whereisthefatherofyour

children?

Me:thefirstoneistheretryingandthesecondone

isgoodasdead,marriedandyeah.

Sabelo:Isee.

Me:youaren'tgoingtojudgeme?

Sabelo:who?Me?No,never.Iamthelastpersonto

castoutjudgement.

Me:wowokay,that'sactuallyafirst.Totellyouthe

truththisisn'tthelifeIimaginedorwishedfor

myself.IhatethispersonIhavebecomebut



becauseofdesperation...

Sabelo:youdidwhatyouhadto,tosurvive.

Me:exactlybecauseit'shurtsseeingyourkids

cryingtosleepwithhunger,atleastnowthere's

grantbutwith4othersiblings,itdoesn'tdomuch.

Andthenyoufindpeopleaskingwhyareyounot

employedwithadegree?Whythiswhythat.

HonestlyIamjusttiredbecausethingspromisefor

aminuteandthenextboom,backtosquareone.

Sabelo:youknowsometimesthereasonwhythings

don'tworkoutforyouguysespeciallyladiesit's

Becauseofthepeopleyouinvolveyourselveswith

sexually.Wecallitaspiritualtie.

Me:doesthatthingexists?



Sabelo:itdoesandit'sverydeep.Becauseoncea

personsucksyourpowersthroughsex,

uzolihambauliqedeizwenothingwillgowellforyou.

Itvariousthoughandwithpeoplelikeyouwho

lovesfastlifeandeasyriches,youbecometargets

soeasily

Me:howcomedoyouknowaboutallofthese

things?

Sabelo:(gettingupfromhiscouch)becauseIam

partofthepeoplewhodestroysotherstobemore

successful.

Me:youarejokingright?

Sabelo:I'mnot,IdowhatIdotosurvive.Moredrink?

Me:actuallyIfeellikewhiskey,thisconversationis



makingmehot.

Sabelo:(chuckling)Iamsurprisedatmyselffor

tellingyouthisbutdon'tmistakeitforfoolishness.I

willhelpyou.

Hesayshandlingmeaglassofwhiskey.

Me:why?

Sabelo:becauseyouarereal.Yourintentionsand

all.Youdidn'tpretendnorfakedtobesomethingor

someoneyouarenotandforthatIstan.

Me:sohowareyougoingtohelpme?Afteryou

havehelpmewhat'sgoingtohappenbetweenus?

Sabelo:nothing,meandyouwon'tdoanything.I



willjusthelpyouandyouwillwalkawayfromme

andpretendasifyoudon'tknowme.

Me:canwebefriendsatleast?

Sabelo:hahahawecan't.Believemeit'sbestthis

way.

Me:butthenIwon'thurtyou....

Sabelo:youwon'tbutIwill.JustbecauseIam

doingthisforyouKhanyidoesn'tmeanIamgood

guyorIamgoingtorepentno.Andyoucan'trepeat

whatwespokeaboutheretoanyonethat'sifyou

valueyourlifeandyourlovedones.

Me:(sighs)whoevermessedyouupSabelodoesn't

deservepeace,youareagoodperson.Don'tcare

whatyouoranyoneelsetosays,Thankyou.



Iwalkuptohimandkisshislips.

Me:Ishalltakemyleave,thanksforthechatand

drinks.

Sabelo:youarewelcome.Iwilltextyouthedetails

ofwhatyoushoulddotoclaimyourlifebackand

youshouldgivemeyourstudentaccountsothatI

cansettlethefees.Ihopeafteryouhavegotten

yourlifebackyouwillstayawayfromtheeasylife

andworkhardforyourkids.Ifyoucan'tdoitdofor

yourselfdoitforthem.

Me:Idon'tknowwhattosay..

Sabelo:(takingmybagandhandingittome)okay

nowyoucango,Ireallydon'tliketears.



Igiggleandhughimforthelasttime.Heopensthe

doorformeandwalkmetothecar.Whataguy.

SABELO

AssoonasKhanyisileleaveIgotothesecretroom

andlituptheblackandredcandlesputtingonmy

robe.Ipoursomewaterinthedishandstiritup

poweringtheblackpowder.Thesmokefromthe

watergoesuptotheroofandcomesbackinside.

Itakemysharprodandhitthewaterfivetimesand

theMchunubrothersappears.Eachontheirplaces.

Me:whodoIstartwith?

Tobecontinued.
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THOBILE

Todaytheperiodsarebetterthanyesterday,

Khanyisile'spillsareworking.Iwalktothelounge

afterfinishingbathingandfindherglueduponher

phone.

Me:goodmorning.

Khanyi:hi,howareyoufeelingtoday?

Me:muchbetter.IcanfinallygotoSandtonand

haveaproperretailtherapy.



Khanyi:luckyyouasformeIhavetogotoPretoria.

Me:what'shappeningthereoryouscoredanew

blesser?

Khanyi:Iamsortingouttheissueofmy

qualification.Doyoueverimaginedabetterlifethan

theoneweareliving?

Me:Ialwaysimaginedmyselftravelingonecountry

toanother,shoppingwithoutlookingataprizetag

andsubstitutewaterwithChampagne.

Khanyi:Thobile!Wearegrowingup,soonturning30

andhavekidstolookafter.Don'ttellmethisisthe

lifeyouwanttoliveforever.

Me:thereasonwhyIwantafancylifechommeis



becauseofthatfact.Mydaughterdeserveasoft

lifeshameandhermotherwillmakesureshegets

it.

Khanyi:IhavebeenwatchingJackie'slivevideoon

instagram.ChommeI'mscared.Allthesewhilewe

havebeensleepingwithsnakes..

Me:(rollingmyeyes)uyahlanyaloyo.Likehowon

earthcanasnakefuckaperson?

Khanyi:okaylet'ssayleyenyokaayikhobutwhat

aboutthesoultiesandall.

Me:friendlisten,youseeme,Idon'tcareaboutall

thosethingsshame.ArhLord,imagineSabelowith

thatbassvoiceofhissaying"canItakecareofyou

baby"snakeparkornot,ndimkileshame,gone.



Khanyi:(laughinglightly)Igiveuponyouseriously.

ButasformeIamtiredofsuckingthesemen's

dicks.Iwanttowearapencilskirtwithstilettosand

gotowork..

Me:goodluckmyfriend.Whileyoustressabout

rudeclientsandfinances,Iwillbeshoppingko

DubaiorParis.

NARRATED

BhekisisaandZenzoaredrivingtogetheraround

JoburgCBD.Theyareactuallymonitoringhowthe

taxismoveonadistance.Bhekisisaparksoutside

carltoncenterandtakeouthiswallet.

Bhekisisa:letmeseewhatIcangetustoeatinside

hereIwillbeback.



Zenzo:okayhurryndoda.

Bhekisisagetsoffanddisappearsinsidethe

buildingleavingZenzoaloneinthecar.Zenzolooks

atpeopleandcarsgoingupanddownacrossthe

road.Heturnsontheradioandstartschattingon

hisphone.Outoftheblueashufflingsounddisturb

him.

Helooksaroundandseesnothing,hecontinues

chattinguntilhefeelssomethingtouchinghisfeet

hejumpsupdroppinghisphoneundertheseats

whenheseesahugesnake.

Zenzo:whatthefuck!

Hequicklygoestohisbackforhisgunbutthe

snakeisquicktobitehislegsandarmsthen

disappears.



Zenzo:(screaming)ngisizeni!Inyoka!(Helpme!

Snake!)

RightthenBhekisisacomesoutofcarltoncenter

withfoodparcelstothecarandfindZenzo

sweatingandscreaming.

Bhekisisa:kwenzenjani?(Whatiswrong)

Zenzo:(sweatingandpointingwherethesnakebit

him)inyoka..inyokabafo(snake,snakemybrother)

Bhekisisa:(lookingaround)inyoka?Kuphi?(snake?

Where?)

Helooksaroundandseesnothing,heturnsbackto

Zenzoandseesthescarswherethesnakebithim,

hisheadspinsaround,hestartsthecarwithshaky

handsdrivingInaspeedgoingtothehospital.



Bhekisisa:holdonbrotherwe'llgethelp.

Heshoutsatthenursesthemomentheparks

outsidehospital,theyallrushouttothecarwiththe

stretcherbutfindhimdead,hisheadhangingfrom

theseatwithwhitefoamcomingoutofhismouth

andbloodonhisnose.

Bhekisisa:(screaming)noooooooooo!Zenzo

mfethu???Comeondosomething,don'tjuststand

there!

SABELO

IparkmycaroutsideBongaHoldingstakingmy

thingsandwalkinside.Iheadstraighttotheoffice

andBongaused.



Itisactuallymyfirsttimeofbeinghere.

ManagingDirector:bosswouldyou...

Me:canyoupleaseleavemeforamoment?Don't

letanyoneinhereuntilIIsayso.

MD:yesboss.

Iclosethedoorandslowlymovetothewindow.I

canstillfeelhisscent,hisandSbonga'spictures

plasteredonthewall.Isitdownonthecomfortable

maroonleatherchair.Imissyoumfanakithi,Imiss

youNyambose.Timedoesn'thealthepainbutit

actuallyteachesmetolivewithit.Thosewhosaidit

healsliedalot.

Iplacemyheadonthetableandallowthetearsto

dropasmemoriesofourchildhoodandflasheson



myphonemind.Myphoneringsfrommypocket

disturbingme.

Me:hello?

Khanyi:Sabelo,it'sKhanyi.

Me:Iknow.HowcanIhelpyou?

Khanyi:justwantedtoletyouknowthatI'mfrom

theUniversityandtheyconfirmedeverything.....

Me:that'sgood,isn't?

Khanyi:IalsoreceivedyourmessageaboutwhatI

shoulddoand...

Me:(brushingmyface)lookKhanyidoeverythingI



saidonthatSMSokay?Igottago.

Khanyi:areyoualright?

Me:nowisnotthegoodtime..

Khanyi:(lowvoice)Sabelo...

Me:stopcallingmeKhanyisile.Infactconsider

yourselfblocked..

Idropthecallandblockhernumberandon

Instagram.Islowlygetupandgotohiscupboard

andtakeoutsomefilestoread.Thedooropensand

IlookupannoyedbecauseIstatedverywellthatI

don'twanttoseeanyone.

MD:sirItriedtostophimbut..



Me:it'sfine.

Sfisowalksinandsitsoppositeme.Silencefillsthe

room.

Sfiso:Imisshimtoo.Everyday.I'msorry.

ThelumponmythroatblockmyvoiceandIblink

twicestoppingthetearsfromcoming.Istandup

takingmykeysandcellphone.

Me:Ineedsomefreshair..

Sfiso:okaywecangoto..

Me:alone...



Sfiso:Sabelo..

Ishoothimalookhetakesastepbackraisinghis

hands.

Sfiso:Alright,okay..justtakeiteasy.

Iputonmyjacketandwalkoutoftheoffice

ignoringthelooksfromthestuffpiecingmybackas

Iwalkpastthem..

Tobecontinued.

[01/24,17:51] :TheBachelor

Insert16

KHANYISILE



arrivinghomewithplasticsbagscontaininggoods

formykidswillalwaysbethebestthingtome.I

managedtogetfewthingsformysiblingsaswell.

IreallyneedtohustlehardandgetajobsothatI

canmoveoutoftheflatI'msharingwithThobile.In

ordertoavoidedtemptationsandrelapsingIneed

tocutheroff.

Ihavebeengivenasecondchanceinlifetodo

better,bysomeonewhoisatapositiontocrushit

complete.Iwalkuptomydadwho'sonhisweel

chairontheverandareadingamagazine.Hewas

involvedinaterribleaccidentthattookbothhislegs

,theRAFdidn'tlastmuch,noteventwoyears.

Me:baba..(Father)

Mthembu:Mvelase..(clanname)



Me:kunjani?(Howareyoudoing?)

Mthembu:siyancengandodakazi,yikhonjeukuthi

lemilenzeiyayeIbebuhlungu.(Wearetryingtomy

daughter,justthattheselegsdogetpainfulattimes)

Me:ngikuphatheleamaphilisibaba(Ibroughtyou

somepainkillers)

Mthembu:akubongwaJama..(thankyoumydear)

Ismilelookingdownatmyphone.

Mthembu:asisakwazintombi,nizifihlile

emadolobheni(wehardlyseeyou)

Me:ukuzamaimpilobabakodwanginethemba

kuzobanconomanje(wearehustlingfatherbutI



hopethingsaregoingtobebetternow)

Mthembu:asithembekanjalongoba

siyakukhumbulalakhaya.Kungiphathakabinokho

ukuthiemvakokukhiphaizimaliezingakaezishisiwe

ngikufundisalokhuawuwutholiumsebenzi(let's

hopesomydearbecausewedomissyouhereat

home.Itpainsmethatafterspendingsomuch

moneypayingforyoureducationfeebutyouare

stillunabletogetajob)

Me:nginethembakuzolungababa,oMvelase

bayakhanyisa(Ihavehopethatthingsaregoingto

bebetternow)

Mthembu:ngempela?(Forreal)

Me:yebobaba.Baba,kunodabaLanaengifuni

ungibonisekulo(yesfather.Dad,there'sasituation

hereIneedyoutoadvisemeat)



Mthembu:ngilalele(I'mlistening.)

Me:emalangeniandlulengihlangenenomunye

wesilisiongitsheleenyeintoengenzengayibuka

ngenyeindlelaimpilo..(fewdaysagoImetthis

othermanwhotoldmesomethingthatmademe

viewlifeinanotherway)

MyfatherandIarebestfriends,beinghisfirstborn

andloosingmymotheratanearlyageformedthat.

MystepmomisnotbadeitherandIlovemysiblings

butI'madaddy'sgirl.

Mthembu:utheni?(Whatdidhesay?)

IgivehimashorterversionofwhatSabelotoldme

aboutsoultiesandthecleansingIneedtodotoget

ridoftheevilspiritsblockingmylife.



Mthembu:ewu,inkulukelendabakantifuthi

uqinisile.Ukuthinjeninanganezanamuhlaanifuni

ukutshelwa.Yingakhonebhayibhelilikucitha

ukuhlanganakwabantuabibiliabangashadanga

ngakholoku.Umausulelenomunyeumuntukufana

nokuthiushadile,inyamanomoyawent

sekuwumuntuoyedwa.Manjelokuhambanilala

nithathayonkeimimoyamaseivukaixabana

kubhedeizintoempilweni,okubuhlunguakubhedeli

wenawedwakodwanalabaosondelenenabo(this

ishugeandreal.Justthatyoukidsoftodaydon't

wanttobetold.ThatiswhyeventheBibleis

againstsexbeforemarriagebecauseofthat.Once

youinvolveyourselfwithsomeonesexuallyyouare

consideredmarried,yourfleshandsoulbecome

one.Thenyouguysgosleepingaroundinheriting

allthesesoulstoyourlivesandwhentheystart

fightingeachotherthingsstarttogobadforyou,

sadlythisaffectsmeeventheonesclosertoyou)

Ifeeltearsburningmyeyeswastherealityofall



thishitme.Iwouldhavelongmadeit,probably

married,drivingmycarandowningabeautiful

housebutno.

Mthembu:(touchingmyhand)kuzolunga,ukuze

akutsheleyonkelentokushokuthiuyakuthanda.

Ungaphathekikabi,kukhonaindodaengiyaziyo

ekhiphaisinyama(it'sgoingtobefine,forhimto

tellyouallofthismeanshelovesyou.Don'tfeel

bad,there'samanIknowthatwillhelpyouwith

cleansing)

InodandkeepquietasDadsqueezemyhand

assuringmeallwillbefine.

SABELO

Leavingmybrother'sofficeIdrovestraighttoa

nearestmallandparkedmycar.Idon'tevenknow

whatamIdoinghereallIknowisthatIneedabitof



freshair.SomewhereIwon'tberemindedofthe

realityofmylife.

IfindmyselfatEdgar's,women'sunderwearsection.

Idon'tevenknowwhatI'mdoingherebutIamjust

lookingatthesebeautifulgarmentsdisplayed

around.

"Excuseme"

Avoicesaysnearme,Iturnandlooktothe

directionitcamefrom.Abeautifulwomanwitha

blondweavewaveswithatrolleyinfrontofher.

Me:hi.

Her:sorrytodisturbyou,Iamtryingtofind

somethingthat'sgaga,that'svavavoombutIam

notseeinganythinghere.SinceyouareamanI



thinkyoucanbeabletohelpmechoose.

Me:(smiling)I'mflattered,okayhowcanIhelp?

Her:Iamtryingtocheermyhusbandup,it'shis

birthdayandhejustlosthisbrotherinamost

confusingway.Whichoneofthesewouldlifthis

spiritifheweretoseemewearingit?

Sheaskspointingatthelingeriesinfrontofus,I

takeaquicklookather,she'sshort,notshortshort

butshort.Ass,flattummyandhipsintheright

places.

Me:Ithinkthiswilldo,Idon'tknowredandblack

aremycolorsoyeah.

Her:(smilingpickingitup)Ithinkitwilldotoo.

Thanks,areyouherebuyingforyourwoman?



Me:notreally..

Her:ohwokay,Igottago,man'sgrumpyandheart

soresoIhavetobefastbeforewegotothefamily

andhouse.

Me:yeahsure,Condolences.

Sheflashesasmileandwalkpastmeherwallet

fallsfromherarmstothefloorandcardsscatter

around.IkneeldownpickingthemandseeherID

smartcard."ZandileMchunu".Mymindsrunsvery

fastconnectingthedotsandtheypiecetogether

verywell.

Her:thankyou.

Shesaysbringingmetolife,Ihandhercardsback



andwatchasshedisappeartothetills.

Iwalkoutofthestoretomycarwithideaspopping

leftandrightonmymind.Thisisgoingtobeso

interesting.JustasIapproachmycar,Sfisopillsup

nexttome.

Me:unesidinakodwa!Angishongokuthingifuna

ukubangedwa?(Youareannoyingthough!DidI

notsayIwanttobealone?)

Sfiso:I'msorry,Icouldn'tletyougonjeinthatstate,

Ihadtotrackyoudown.

Me:whatever,it'sagoodthingyouarehere.Guess

whoIjustbumpedinto?

Sfiso:who?



Me:Bhekisisa'swife.

Sfiso:what?Howdidyouknow?Ohohthatsmirk!

Sabelowhatareyouplanning?

Me:youseethis,thisisbetterthandeathmyfriend.

Iwilllethistwobrothersliveanddealwithhim.I

amgoingtohithimwhereit'shurtsthemostthathe

willaskfordeathbutitwillrejecthim.

Sfiso:ishubilemagenge,kwazekwanzima(it'stough

people)

Me:let'sgograbadrinkortwo.

Isayunlockingmycarandgettingupinside.

Tobecontinued.
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ZANDILEMCHUNU

AfterdryingmyhairIappliedthenewhair

moisturizermadeandproducedbyourveryown,

PearlThusi.Itreallydoeswondersonmyhairnotto

mentionthegreatsmellitleavesafterusingit.

Iunpackedmylingerieputtingitonthebedandsat

infrontofthemirror.Iappliedmakeup,nottoo

muchbutenoughtogivemethatglowofmybeauty.

Ipackedeverythingonmytravellingbagandslide

inonmynewlingerie.Damn,thewayit'shugging

mybodysoperfectly,Iamamazed.Icatwalkand

turnaroundinfrontofthemirrorsmiling.



Itakemyphoneandstealfewsnapsandloadthem

ontheInstagramwiththecaption"waitingfor

hubby"andlogout.

MinuteslaterIhearhiscardrivinginaspeedand

walkouttomeethim.InearlyfaintwhenIsee

Thembawithhim.Iquicklyrunbacktoourbedroom

beforetheycouldseeme.

HewalksinwithhiseyesredandIhughimtightly.

Histemperatureissohotandheisshaking.

Me:I'msorry.Haveyoueaten?

Bhekisisa:no,there'snotimeandthere'slottobe

done..haveyouparked?

Me:yesIdid.Iwashopingthatwecouldhavealittle



momenttoourselvesbeforewejointhefamily.I

meanit'syourbirthdayafterallandIhavealittle

gifttosharewithyou..

Helooksatmyhandonhischestcaressingit,run

hiseyesonmefromheadtotoethenchuckles

bitterpushingmeawayfromhim.

Bhekisisa:ngisandakulahlekwaumfowethu

ngendlelaengacacile,kukhokonkelokowenainto

oyicabangayonjeucansi?(Ijustlostmybrotherin

averyconfusingway,andhereyouarethinking

aboutsex)

Me:I'msorry,Ijustwantedtocheeryouup..

Bhekisisa:awugcokesihambeuyekeukuziphathisa

okukanondindwa(getdressed,let'sleaveandstop

behavinglikeahoe)



HeslamsthedooronhiswayoutandIjumpashis

wordsstinkssohard.

KHANYISILE

Myfatheraspromised,tookmetothisotherman

whospecializesindealingwithsituationslikemine.

Heisknowntobethebestwhenitcomesto

cleansingthespiritsawayfromyouorhouses.

Hegavemealistofthingstobuythatincludelive

blackandwhitechickens,milk(longlife)4eggs,blue,

redandwhitecandles.Iwasalsoaskedtobringit

alonganywhitecoinmoney.

Rightnowweareinaopenspace,farawayfrom

peopleandhouses,it's4aminthemorning,thecold

airbreezeishittingmyskinharshly.



Heslaughtersthechickenstakingouttheirgalls

(inyongo)mixingitwiththeeggs,milkandhisown

blackishliquidmuthi.

Helightthecandlesburningimpephoandasksme

tosayeverythingthatIwanttohappeninmylife

henceforth.IpleadtoGodandmyancestorsfora

clearpath,afreshstartandbetteropportunities.I

askfortheirforgivenessforthewrongchoicesI've

madeinlifeandaskfortheirguidancesand

protectionasItakeanewpathinlife.

Afterthathetakesthewatermixedwithallthose

thisandpowersthemonmefromheadtotoes.

Yeses,thisshititchsobadlyletalonethehorrible

smell.Ifeellikecryingatthispoint.IseetheR5

coindropfromthebucketandnowIunderstand

whyit'snotwisetopickupanymoneyyoufindon

theroads.Youwillpickuppeople'slivesbadluck.

AfterthatIwrapmyselfwiththeblanketandtoldto



walktothehouseandneverturnback.

Wefinishtheprocesswithhimgivingme

prescriptionofthemuthiIwillusetofinishthe

cleansingceremony.Hegivesmesomeugly

smellingointmenttoputonmybodylotion,some

herbstousewhenIsteamfor7daysandsome

liquidmedicinetodrinktwiceadayfor5days.

Iamfeelingsomelightonmyshoulders,Iam

stronglypositivethatthiswilldefinitelybework.

Afterthis,Iamneverputtingmyselfinharm's

dangerknowinglyagain.

SABELO

Aftersuchalongday,IcansaythatIamnow

finallyfree.Ipourmyselfsomewhiskeyandsitson

thecouch.ThisTVI'msureitonlyworkswhenthe

helperiswatchingthosesoapiessinceIdon'thave



timeforTV

Iturnitonandthelastchannelshewatchedis161.

Gomoraisairing,lookslikeaninterestingsoapie.

DuringadbreakIlogintoInstagram,I'mstillgetting

usedtothefeelingoffindingfollowerseveryminute.

IfollowedZandileearlieraftersearchingforher.I

gotohertimelineanddamn,thesnapssheposted

hoursofago.Murrr!

Igulpmydrinkandputtheglassonthetableand

DMher.

Me:(typing)lookingsosexyandbeautiful,Ihave

suchagreattaste.Iamsureyourhusband

appreciatedthegesture.

Ilogoutandgetuptorefillmyglass,Infact,Itake



thewholebottleandsitdownwithit.Myphone

beeps,sheresponded.Bingo!

Zandile:(message)thanks,unfortunatelyhedidn't

evensayI'mbeautiful.

Me:(typing)he'ssuchafool.Don'tmindhim.You

aregorgeous.

Zandile:(typing)he'sgrieving,soIguesshis

behaviorisexcusable

Me:(typing)nonsense!Sexisverytherapeuticto

menespeciallywhengrievingsothatexcuseis

lame.

Zandile:(typing)Ican'tgetoverthelookhegaveme

andthewordshesaidafterthat..



Me:(typing)whatdidhesay?

Zandile:(typing)nahit'scool..

Me:(typing)wannatalkaboutit?Talkhelpsyou

know.

Zandile:(typing)yeahwell..

Me:(typing)youcantalktome,IpromiseIamsuch

agoodlistener.

Zandile:(typing)whateverIwanttosaywould

actuallysoundbetterwhenIsayitoutloudandyou

arefar...

Me:(typing)notreally,I'mactuallyclosertoyousoI

candriveandseeyou,justtotalkandmakesure



youareokay.

Zandile:(typing)owhkifyoucanhurrythenitwould

befinesinceBhekisisaandhisbrotherswentout.

Me:(typing)Ishallbeonmyway.

Ilogoutandtakethelastsipofthedrinkandsmile.

DoIwantBhekisisatodieafterthis?Notatall,I

wanthimtosuffer,kancanenje,hisownbloodand

wifeturnagainsthimthenmaybehecandie.

ForBonga'ssoulandblood,uzonyamfana.Ayoung

girlchildisleftanorphanbecauseofyou.You

shouldhaveacceptedwhatyourstepfatherleftfor

youbutthen,it'sdoesn'tmatteranymorebecauseI

amalsocomingforthosebusinessestoo.

Tobecontinued.



[01/24,17:52] :TheBachelor

Insert18

ZANDILE

Idon'tknowwhat'shappeningwithmerightnow

buttheurgetoseeSabeloisgrowingeveryminute.

Ikeeponcheckingmyinstagramforamessage

fromhim.

"Areyoualright?"

Thabi,Themba'sfianceeasksmewalkinginthe

kitchenwithatrayofcupsfromthemourningroom.

Me:I'mfine.Howlongdoyouthinkourhusbands

aregoingtotake?



Thabi:Ihavenoidea,Thembahintedthattheyare

goingtoasangomasoyouknowhowlongthose

thingstake.

Me:eiyeahneh,butthenthedeathofZenzowas

strange.Imeanbeingbittenbyasnakethennotbe

seenanywhere?

Thabi:whatcanwesay?Bayathakathaabantuegoli.

Ngicelaungigezelalamakomishingisayoqedela

ukugezaizingane.(There'ssomuchwitchcrafton

Johannesburg.PleasewashthecupsformeIam

goingtobaththekids)

Me:okaysisakunankinga(noproblem)

SheleavesthekitchenandIloadthecupsand

platesonthesinkputtingandstartwashingthem.I

wishIhavekidsofmyownnowtosendaround.But



thenBhekisisaandIaregoingtostartonthat

processsoon.ImeanI'mdonewithmydegreeand

working,Icannowstartafamily.

MyphonevibratesjustasIamalmostdone.Ilook

atitandamessagefromSabelostatinghe'sparked

fivehousesawaycomesthrough.Myheartstarts

beatingfaster.Idrymyhandsandcalloneofthe

cousinstofinishup.

IruntothebedroomBhekisisaandIusewhenwe

arehomeandlookatmyselfinthemirror.Ifixthe

doekandputonmyperfume.WhyamImakingan

effort?He'sjustafriendright?Right,getagrip

Zandile,yeshe'shotandallbutyouaremarried

moghurl.Good.Irepeatthosewordsgoingoutside

checkinginthecosts.

Iwalkdownthestreetlookingataround,it'sso

quiet,peopleareinsidetheirhousesmindingtheir

business.Perksoflivingintheburbs,Iseeacar



flickinglightsnotsofarandwalktoitafterhetexts

mesayinghecanseeme.

GettinginsidehiscarthatisgorgeousandwarmI

amwelcomedbysoftmusicplaying.Hesmilesabit

andleansoftohugme.

Sabelo:Ididn'tthinkyouweregoingtocomeout.

Me:wellIdidn'tthinkyouweregoingtocome

Sabelo:howareyou?Thefamily?

Me:arghyouknowdeath.It'ssad,especiallyon

MamBusi.Notsolongagosheburiedherhusband

nowhersecondborn.

Sabelo:sosadreally,herhusbandwasagreatman



Me:yeah,she'sscaredofwho'sgoingtobenext

afterthis.

Sabelo:why?Dotheyhaveafamilyrivalorwhat?

Me:I'mnotreallysure.Myhusbanddoesn'tdiscuss

hisfamilyorbusinessaffairswithme.

Sabelo:howlonghaveyouguysbeenmarriedkanti?

Me:wearegoingtocelebrateourthirdmarriage

anniversarythisyearbut5yearRelationship

anniversary.

Sabelo:that'squitelong.Heshouldhavebeen

comfortablebynow.



Me:whatcanwesay?Haveyoubeendrinking?

Sabelo:abit.Youdrink?

Me:sometimesorwhenmyhusbandisnothome.I

usedtoenjoymywineonmyvarsitydays.

Sabelo:actuallythere'ssomeunopenedwineonmy

boot.Doyouwantsome?

Me:justtwoglassestoeasetheheadache.

Hegetsoutofthecartohisbootandcomesback

withit.

Sabelo:yesterdaymyfriendandIwenttothisother

clubwewanttobuyandtheownergaveusthisone.

IthrewitonmybootbecauseIamnotawine



drinkerbutIwilldrinkitwithyou.

Me:it'sactuallymyfavorite..

Sabelo:forreal?Wow..feelfree..

Hesayshandingittomeandhandsmehisglass.

ThefirstglassIgulpitdownandshakemyhead

closingmyeyestakinginthebittersweetitcomes

with.

Me:kwaqaqekaigazi!(Feelssogreat)

Sabelo:yeahneh.Itmustbegood.

Me:sotellmeaboutyourself?

Sabelo:whatdoyouwanttoknow?



Me:wellfirstthingsfirst,areyoumarried?

Sabelo:nopeI'mnot

Me:anyonespecialinyourlife?

Sabelo:yes,mymotheranddaughter..

Me:(blushing)luckywomen.

Minutespasswithusexchangingtheglassesand

drinkingthewine.Icanfeelmyselfgettingtipsy.

Youknowwhattheysayaboutthewinegoingdown

theclitmoes?Heissoadorable,hissmile,mostly

hislaughtersendsshiversdownmyspine.

Sabelo:stoplookingatmelikethat..



Me:whathaveIdone?

Sabelo:youarelookingatmelikeyouwantsomeD..

Ilaughoutloudandcovermymouth.

Me:youaresofunnyyouknowthat?

Sabelo:amI?

Me:very.

Hesmilesandlooksatmyeyes,wearesocloseto

eachotherlikeIcouldfeelhisbreathingthroughhis

nosehittingmyface.



Sabelo:(touchingmyface)youaresobeautifulyou

knowthat?

Me:(blushing)thankyou..

Sabelo:it'sapityyouaremarried,ifyouweren'tI

wasgoingtomakeyoumine.

Me:Sabelo...

Myvoiceislowatthispointandmyundiesare

soakedwet.Hebrushesmylipswithhis.Godhelp

me!Ihavenevercheatedonmyhusbandandnow

this..mythoughtsgotblockedbyhissoftlips

capturingmineintoaslowkissthatescalatetoa

heatedhungrilykiss.

Helowersmyseatsmovingtomysideandpullup

mydress.Hishandbrushesmypantieswhilethe



otheronegoesunderneathmydressandsqueeze

mybreathinsidethebra.Hefinallytouchesmy

cookiejarandfindsanoceandownthereandhe

curses.

Sabelo:(bitingmyearsoftly)damnyouaresowet..

Thisiswronginsomanywayswaysbutgoshwhy

doesitfeelssoright?Evenmyhusbandhavenever

mademefeelsohot.It'slikeIamundersomespell

becauseIamunabletostophimbutinsteaddraws

himevenclosertome.

Me:(whisperingasIfeelhimrubbinghishardrock

manhoodonmycookiejar)doyouhavecondoms?

Sabelo:Iwillpullout.Godyouaresowarm.

Hesayspushinghimselffurtherinsidemeandah



thedeliciousnessofhisshaftinsidemeis

unexplainable.

Me:(bitingmylipslayingback)ohGod..

THOBILE

TheperiodsarefinallyovernowIcanclaimmylife

back.Yoohit'stoughbeingawomanreallyImean

whycan'tGodsendsanSMSandinformusthatwe

arenotpregnantthismonththenmoveon?

OkaymaybeanSMSisexaggeratingbutsomesign

njelikesomethingthanthesepains.Iwalktothe

kitchenlookingforsomethingtoeatandfind

Khanyisilebusytypingonhislaptop.

Me:youarestillup?



Khanyi:yeahIamupdatingmyCVandtypingsome

coverletter..

Me:(rollingmyeyes)youareseriousaboutthisjob

huntingthingofyoursvele?

Khanyi:yep.

Me:wow,youhaveenergy.Anywaygoodluck.

Khanyi:thankyou,anotherthing,Iwillbemoving

outsoon.

Me:ohhhh?

Khanyi:yeahbutIwilltellyouintimewhenIfinally

makeadecisionsothatyoucanfindanewtenant.



Me:okay..

What'swrongwithKhanyi?Allthisallofasudden?

BHEKISISA

Thetripwetookwaspureuselessandwasteof

time.Thispersoncan'tseewhodidthis.Iwouldsay

it'sSabelobutnah,helooksverycheeseytodo

thesekindsofvoodoo.He'stheguntype.

Isitonthebedandtakeoffmyshoespreparingfor

ashowerandmybedroomdooropens.Zandile

walksinandjumpsseeingmeonthebed.

Istandupandwalkuptoher.

Me:areyouokay?youreyesarered..



Zandile:(rubbinghereyes)Iwaswithmomandthe

issueofZenzo...

Me:hardertoallofusbutIwillaskyoutobestrong

forusokay?

Zandile:okay,howdidyougo?

Me:argh,justanotheruselesswasteoftime.

Zandile:I'msorry,Ibelievethatyouwillfindwho

did..

Me:Iwillbutfornowlet'snottalkaboutthat.Earlier

youhadsomethingtoshowme?I'mallyours..

Zandile:urhm..well..



Me:(kissingherlips)haveyoubeendrinking?

Zandile:justtwoglassesto..

Me:Iunderstand,alcoholdoeasethepain.CanI

havemybirthdaycakenow?

Zandile:(pushingmeawaygently)Sab..ImeanBabe

let'stakeashowerfirst.It'sbeenalongdayandI

amsweaty..

Me:Idon'tmind..

Ishuthermouthwithakisspressingheragainst

thewallwithmyhandonherneckchockingher

softly,hermoansonmymouthdrivesmecrazy.I

workmybeltfastandmyjeansdropsonthefloor.



Tobecontinued
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ZANDILE

TodayisthelastdayofmelivingIswear.Howcan

theangelofwhorenessleavemelikethis?Ihave

beenafaithfullovingpartnerfor5yearandthenI

playaroundjustonceandthenthis?

Bhekisisa:babecomeonbehere..

HesayssuckingonmyneckandIfakemoan

becauseit'squiteclearthathewon'tleavemeandif

Icontinueprotestingthatcouldraisesuspicion.I



didwipedmyselfwiththewipesfromhiscarbutI'm

worriedbecauseSabsisbiggerthanmy

husband..whatif?

Mythoughtsgetdistractedbyhimslidingitin

shiftingmypantyaside.

Me:ahbabethathurts!

I'msodryevenKalahariisneverdrylikethewayI

amnow.NervesareshootingontheroofI'mtelling

you.Hetakesitoutandwetmycookiewithhis

saliva,gross!HeknowsIhatethat!Thefuck!

HeslidesitinandstartspoundingmeandIclose

myeyestryingtoenjoyit.Sabeloflashesmymind

andIgetarouseddownthereImoan.

NARRATED



Sabelosatdownonhissecretroomandwatched

asBhekisisagetintimatewithhiswife.Hesmiles

andtookoutthebowlwithcleanwaterandhisrod

stirringit.

Sabelo:Bhekisisa,Idon'twantyoutodie.Youwon't

dieyet.Nowthatourdirtinessandseedshave

combined,youaregoingtodancetomytune.Oh

boyIamgoingtomessyouupsobadly.Iamyour

masterandyoutakeordersfromme.

Iwantyoutorunthewholeworldlookingforhelp

untilyousurrenderandrealizeyourmistake.You

createdthisbeastinme,nowownit.It'sallyours,

untilldeathdousapart.

WhenBhekisisareachhisclimax,Sabelogrunts

andpassoutonthefloornexttohisthings.



FEWDAYSLATER

SABELO

Iamgettinghangofthecorporatebusinesssideof

thingshere.Junglingbetweenthetaxirank,my

studies,thiscompanyandfamily,Idon'tknowhow

I'msurviving.Speakingoffamily,Sbongaaskedme

aniphone.Iamgladtoseeherslowlygettingback

toheroldself,hearingandseeingherlaughthis

pastweekendwastherapeutic.

Zenzogotlaidtorest.IfIhadtimeIwasgoingto

makehimmyzombiejustforcontrolnjebutthen

I'mbusy.

MyphonevibratesandItakealookatit.It'sa

notificationmessagefromInstagram.Wehaven't

spokethatmuchsincethatday,reallyIdon'thave

anythingtotalktoher.Herjobisdone.



Zandile:(message)Isawyourcheckinaround

Bonga'sHoldingsandithappenedthatIamdriving

aroundsoIthoughtIshouldpassbyandgreet,the

securitydownstairsisgivingmehustle....

Me:yoohmsindisi!Sfisodidsaythatyoushould

checkinwhenyouarehome,nowlookthemess.

Idialthereceptiondeskwiththephonephoneand

instructthemtosendherup.

Herrosescentperfumefillsmyofficeasshewalks

inallsmileshuggingme.

Zandile:hi,howareyou?

Me:I'mgood.Youlookgreat.Howarethingsat

home?



Zandile:notsogood.Bhekisisaisnottakingthis

well..

Me:losingarelative,especiallyasiblingisnever

easy.Iknow.

Zandile:yeahbutI'mworriedattheratehe'sat.He's

drinkingexcessivelyandtakingwrongbusiness

decisions..

Me:gethimashrinkorsomething.

Zandile:I'msorry,didn'tmeantobombardyouwith

myproblems.Howareyou?

Me:good,justbusyasyoucansee.



Zandile:(touchingmybelt)wellIhavebeen

missingyou,sobadly.Thecarmomentistheonly

thingIthinkabout.HenceI'mhere,Imissyou

Sabelo.

Me:youaren'tsupposedtomissme,youare

marriednjewena..

Zandile:butIcan'thelpmyselfand,Ican'tstop

thinkingaboutyou,SabeloIneedyou,please.

Theneedandlookinherpleadingeyesturnsmeon

somuch,Ipickherupandplaceheronthetable

shiftingmyfilesaside.Irunmyhandonhervisible

thighsonthedressshe'swearinguptoherpanties

andshiftsthemaside.MyGodshe'sready.

Iunbucklemybeltandtakeoutmyshaftandrubit

onherentrance.Shemoanspullingmecloserand

triedtokissmebutIdodgehermouthandkissher



neckinsteadasIthrustfasterandquickinsideher.

Iamforcedtokissherwhenshescreamsasbit

louder,Idon'twantfunnylooksfrommystuffsoI

shutherupwithakissandpumpfewthrustsand

quicklywithdrawandreleasesonhertighs.That

wasagoodunplannedquick.

Imovefromherafterhandingherthewipestothe

bathroominsidemyoffice,Iopenthetapandwash

myshaftcleaningitup.WalkingbacktomyofficeI

findherseatedonmychairwithherlegsopen

breathingheavily.

Zandile:youaredressed?

Me:yes,Ineedtogobacktowork,Ihavea

conferencecallinabout10minutes.

Zandile:butIhaven'tcum!



Me:aikesoyoqhanyiswaindodayakhosis,mina

ngisemsebenziniLana(yourhusbandisgoingto

makeyoucome,I'mworkinghere)

Zandile:Sabelo,what'swrong?

Me:Ireallyneedtogobacktowork,ifyoudon't

mind..

Zandile:Ithoughtwewerevibingminanawe..

Me:vibingwithwho?

Zandile:withyouSabs,Ifelttheconnection

betweenus,howyoulookedatme,touchedmeand

madelovetoseemeitwasmagical,purereal

connection.



Me:(laughing)uyagulawena!Imaginevibingwith

marriedwomen!Manjeuzozihambelanomangibize

Isecurity?(Youarecrazy,areyougoingtoleaveon

yourownorshouldIcallthesecurity?)

Zandile:canIatleastcleanmyself..

Me:Igaveyouthattimebutyoudidn'tuseit,there's

abathroomthirddoorwhenyouleavethisoffice.

Pleaseclosethedooronyourwayout.Thankyou.

Iopenmylaptopandstarttypingonit.Shesighs

fixingherselfandgrabherbag,onlythesoundof

herheelsmakenoise.Iturnontheairconditioner

andcontinuewithmywork.Shewillbefine,Ididn't

callherhere,wearen'tevendating.Onegoodround

nyanainacarevenshe'sactingallpsycho?Letme

blockherfuthi.

Itakemyphoneandblockherandgoesbacktomy



work.ShortlyaknockcomesthroughandSfiso

walksin.

Sfiso:what'supSabza!

Me:wolamyguy..kuhambani?(What'shappening?)

Sfiso:asyouknowIamabarrierofgoodnews,soI

readyourbusinessplanforthebankpitchand

amendedit.Haveyoucheckedit?

Me:yoohIhavebeenbusylikecrazymfanaIwill

checkitlater..

Sfiso:youdothat.SoIwasthinkinginsteadof

buildingthebankfromthescratchwhynotbuyit

andrevampittoyourownstyleandname?



Me:I'mlistening..

Sfiso:youseeassomeonewhoisalsoin

constructionparttimeanddealingwithproperty

clientsIhavelearnedthatbuildingiswayexpensive

andtimeconsuming.Somethingthatwedon'treally

have.

Me:truethat.Ican'treallybeallover.

Sfiso:greatsotakealookatthesuggestionsI

madeandletmeknowwhatyouthink.BythewayI

lovedthename,SBSbank,proper.

Me:thankyou,it'srepresentmyfamily,the

Nyambose's.SabeloBongumusaSbonginkosiBank.

Sfiso:classic,ohbeforeIforget,wehavea

brotherhoodmonthlygatheringinCapeTownthis



weekend.It'sgoingtobeyourfirsttimewithusbut

youwillenjoy.

Me:whathappensthere?

Sfiso:justameetingandcelebratingofwhatwe

haveacquiredandachievedinamonth,advices

andmore.

Me:doIhavetobethere?

Sfiso:definitely.Everyonewantstoseetheguy

who'sbraveenoughtotakeubabainsidehim.Phela

ifMamadecidestoretireoneday,youarenextto

rule.

Me:that'sawishfulandambitiousthought.

Monalisawillneverstepdown.



Sfiso:anywayyouarecomingtothatparty,girls,

boozeandallsortsofentertainmentisgoingtobe

there.Oh,tobriefyounje,Isawyourstocko'sname

onthelistofthegirlstheguysbooked.

Me:(frowning)mystocko?

Sfiso:Thobile..

Me:mxmaithatoneyena,shewillbealloverme

likearush...

Sfiso:justgiveherwhatshewantsuphumekuye.

Anyway,Ihaveadatetonight.

Me:(smiling)that'safirst,isitadatedateorfuck

date..



Sfiso:youknowIdon'tsugarcoatsoit'sadate

date...

Me:(laughing)okay.Enjoyyour"datedate"

Sfiso:mxmunomonayazi.Letmeleaveandgo

prepare.

Hegetsupandputhissunglassesonwhistling.

Tobecontinued.
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KHANYISILE



IlayonthecouchwatchingthisTylerPerrymovie

eatinganicecream.It'sactuallynowthatIcan

enjoyTVwithoutThobileinsistingonwatchingthe

kardashiansorrealhousewivesofAtlantashows.

Kardashiansarebetterthehousewivesannoymeto

thecore.Theirnoisyandtinyvoiceswiththat

Americanaccountmakesmewanttopukereally,

let'snotgotothefakeassbodiestheyhave.

Thedooropensandshewalksincarryingshopping

bags.Theregoesmypeace.

Thobile:heybabygirl.Goodthingyouarestillup.I

gotnewsforyou.

Me:whatisit?

Thobile:soasyoucanseeI'mfromshopping.

There'sapartythisweekendinCapeTown,asin

likeadayaftertomorrow.Themotherofallparties



myfriend,wearegoingtobeonshipfromjozito

Capetown.Soyouknowhowit'sworksmoes,they

gaveusmoneyforhair,clothes,nailsandmakeup.

AministartparkR30andwearegoingtogetR50

back.

Me:wow..

Thobile:Iknowright?Ihavebeenwithrichguys

beforebuttheseones,richandgenerous.Alittle

birdtoldmeSabelowouldbejoiningthemsoyou

canimaginehowlitit'sgoingtobe,plusthetheme

isallwhite.Ican'twait.

Me:havefunandbesafe..

Thobile:it'sgoingtobemyfirsttimegoingtosuch

eventswithoutyou.Friendwe'llmakeakillingthere

pleasejoinmejustfortonightonlyplease.Forthe

lasttime.



Me:nope,I'mdoneaboutthatlife.Iwasreally

seriousThobile.

Thobile:butKhanyisileyouarebroke,moralswon't

payyourbillscomeon.

Me:nothankyou.AftereverythingthatIknowand

havebeenthroughbecauseofthissoftlife,Iwould

ratherbebroke

Thobile:suityourself.There'saspecialofbrazilian

weavesfrom...

Me:reallyThobile?Howmanyweavesdoyouown?

Youknowtheleastyoucandofromthis

prostitutionmoneyiselevateyourself.Getadegree

orsomethingbecauseyouwon'tbebeautifuland

sexyforever.



Thobeka:okayI'mstartingtogetannoyedbyyour

behavior,firstofallI'mnotaprostitute..

Me:wearehoneyjustthatthedifferenceisthatwe

don'tstandonthestreetsbutit'sthesame.

Thobile:Idon'tknowwhathappenedtoyouthat

madeyouthisboring.Ihavetriedtobepatientwith

youandunderstandyoubuthereyouarebusy

judgingmeaboutthelifeyouusedtolive..

Me:yesyouareright,usedtoliveuntilIgotsaved

fromit.Asagoodfriend,Iamtryingtopullyouout

beforeIshithitsthefanandit'stoolate.Icare

aboutyouThobile..

Thobile:goodfriendyousay?Keepyourcareand

advicestoyourself.Infact,whenareyoumoving

out?



Me:sorry?

Thobile:youheardme,Nadianeedsaplacetostay

so..

Me:(chuckling)whenyougetbackfromyourtripI

willbegone.

Thobile:(pickingherbags)perfect.Iamgoingtofit

onmyclothesboughtwithmyprostitutionmoney.

Isighandlookatmybankbalance.Iamonlyleft

withR5000asmysavings.LetmeseeifIcouldget

acheapbedroomflataroundasIcontinuejob

hunting.Maybethiswillpushmeevenharderto

lookforajob.

BHEKISISA



Runningabusyrestaurantissostressfulasfuck

andherethebooksarenotbalancingatall.Ihave

beentryingtogetcalculateandfindoutwheredid

thismoneywenttobecausemomwillgocrazyif

shenoticeswearerunningoutofstock.

TheofficelineringsandIpickitup.

Me:MCHUNUfranchisehowcanIassistyou?

Caller:MrMchunu,Iamcallingregardingtherentof

lastmonththatwasn'tpaid,thedateisdueby5

days..

Me:what?Imadeapaymenttwodaysback,what

doyoumeanyouhaven'treceivedanypayment?

Caller:Imeanexactlythatsir,there'snorecordof



yourpaymentonourbooks.

Me:(sighs)letmecheckandconfirmsomethingI

willbebacktoyou.

Caller:thankyou.

Iquicklycheckthebalancesheetandstatement.I

zoomintheaccountIpaidthemoneyto.Whatthe

fuck?Who'sthispersonIpaid?Iloosenupmytie.

What'shappeningwithme?Idon'tknowthisperson.

Idialthebankimmediatelyandaskthemto

investigatebecausethisdoesn'tmakeanysenseat

all.

Iopenmydrawerandtakeoutmywhiskeypouring

itontheglassandtakeonesip.Thebankcallsafter

30minutesinformingthatthisaccountis/wasa



ghost.There'snodetailsorinformationaboutthe

owner.

Whatkindofsickgameisthis?HowcanIpaysuch

hugemoneytoanunknownnonexistingaccount?

AstockisrunningoutandnowIjustpaidrent

moneytoacompletestrangerwhovanishedtoa

thinair..

SABELO

Iloadmybagontheboot,Sfisodrivesinandpark

hiscarnexttominetakinghisbagtomycar.

Sfiso:.Sabzawabantwana..

Me:grootie..what'sup?



Sfiso:nixbroe,justexcitedaboutthispartyboy.I

lovewomen.

Me:youdidn'ttellmehowyourdatewent..

Sfiso:wasteoftimebrawasteoftime.Butatleast

thepussywasgood.

Ilaughandclosethebootthrowingthekeysathim.

Me:sotodayIhadameetingwiththebankIwantto

buy..

Sfiso:and?

Me:thosewhitepeoplewantsahugemoneyfor

theirbankandbayanya.I'monlygoingtopay30%

ofitthenusemymagictogetthemtosettleforthat.



Sfiso:doyourmagicbrayami.Nowlet'sgoparty.

Areyouready?

Me:asibangeneboy!

Sfiso:CapeTownherewecome!

HeswitchesontheradioandasongbyKabzaand

DjMaphorisa-Emcimbinicomesthrough..

Tobecontinued.

[01/24,17:52] :TheBachelor
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THECAPETOWNPARTY



Theguyspullsupwiththeirrentedcars,someflew

downthere,somedrovewiththeircarsalltheway

up.Sabelowantedtoexperiencehisfirstbusiness

classflightsotheyflydownhere.

It'soneofthebestandexpensivehotelsinCape

Town,TheSiloHotel.

Sabelo:wow,thisisroyalty.

Sfiso:thebestboy.Let'sgetinsideandmeetthe

rest.

Thebrotherhoodgangfromallovercornersand

sidesofSouthAfricahasshutandbookeddown

theentirehoteltothemselves.Girlsareparadingin

bikinisandswimwearcostumes.



Sabelo:(smiling)thisisgoingtobesomuchfun.

Sfiso:(handinghimthekeytohisroom)gofreshen

upandchange,youwillfindusinthediningarea.

Sabelotakeshiskeyandgoestohisroom.Hiseyes

landsonawhiteslimblondewomanlayingonthe

beddressedinablacklingerie.Inhislifehealways

fantasizedandwonderedhowisitlikemakingout

withawhitewomanandnow,hewon'thaveto

wonderanymore.

Sabelo:(smirking)andwhatdowehaveinhere?

Lady:areyougoingtostandthereoryouaregoing

togettothisbed?

Sabelo:feisty.Hellomummy...



Lady:(movingfromthebedandstandsinfrontof

him)hellodaddy.Howwasyourflight?

Sabelo:exhausting.

Lady:letmetakeofthat.

Sabelosmirksasshepusheshimroughlytothe

bedandcrawluptohim..

*

*

*

*

Akon]

Itstheremixyeah,theremixyeah



Akon,Psquare,MisterMayD

KonvictMuzik

Firstofallyouarethetypeofwomanthatstayson

mymind

Walkdownthestreet,everyguywannajumpon

yourbehind

Itsyourseductionthatmakessurethatwestayin

line

SexualcorruptioncuzI’llkillanyoneforyourtime

(Time,Time,yeah)

EventhoughImakerealdough,yourthereason

there’llbemoreyeah

(Time,Time,yeah)

EventhoughIgotmuchmore,Idon’tmindifyou

Chopmymoney,chopmymoney

Chopmymoney,cuzIdon’tcare

Chopmymoney,chopmymoney



Chopmymoney,cuzIdon’tcare

Idon’tcare(don’tcare)[3x]

CuzIgetemplenty

Idon’tcare(don’tcare)[3x]

Thegirlstheyloveme

Themusicisbustingthroughthespeakersand

Thobilewalksaroundwithaglassofher

champagneonherhand.Sheiswearingagorgeous

whitelingerieandbarefoot.

SheseesSfisoflirtingwithanotherladyandwalks

tohim.

Thobile:Sfiso,IhavebeenlookingforSabelo,have

youseehim?

Sfiso:hellotoyoutoo,howareyoudoing?I'mgood



thanksforasking.

Thobile:notnowSfiso.Where'sSabelo?

Sfiso:Idon'tknow.Inhisroommaybe..

Thobile:what'shisnumber?Iwillgocheckhim..

Sabelo:noneed,I'mhere...

HesaysbehindthemandThobilequicklyturnsand

meltswhenhereyeslandsonhim.Heislikeafine

wine,keepsongettingbetterandbetter.Goshwith

thiscleancut,helookssogorgeous.Heisonwhite

shorts,sandals,andshirt.

Thobile:ohhellothere.Pleaseholdmyglass.



ShegivesittohimandbuttonhisshirtandSabelo

smiles.

Sabelo:territorialthatmuch?

Thobile:thesebitchesarethirstyandyouarehot.

Sabelo:It'scuteseeingyoujealous.Howareyou?

Thobile:I'mgood,it'sbeenaminute.

Sabelo:Iknow.Iambusy..

Thobile:(brushinghislipswithherfinger)shhhh,I

understand.Youareabusyman.Don'tworry,

tonightwe'llcatchup.Let'sgetyousomefood.

Shetakeshisarmandleadhimtothediningarea.



Shedishesupforhimandhandhimtheplate.

Sabelo:thankyou.Ineedtoseetheguysandtalk

business.Iwillseeyoulaterright?

Thobile:(kissinghislips)laterpapi.

Sabelowalkstotheguyswithhisplateeatingand

joinsthematthebigtable,someareseatedonthe

couchesandchairs.

Sabelo:gentlemen.

Them:Baba

Theyallbowtohim,helooksatthemandfrowns

thenheremembersthatBabalivesinsidehimthat

makeshimbiggerthantherest.Morelikeavice



president,sincetheyareallhere,everymemberis

goingtogive/offerhimprizefromtheirearnings.

Hesmilesatthatthought,hecangetusedtothis.

It'sagreatfeelingever.Imaginethecashmoney

he'sgoingtowalkawayfromthisgathering,

millions.It'stheonehe'sgoingtoinvestinbuying

thebank.

BHEKISISA

Zandilewalksinourbedroomandswitchonthe

lights.Shesitsnexttomeonthebedandtouchmy

arm.

Zandile:baby,areyoualright?Whyareyouseated

inthedarkness?

Me:Iamjustthinking



Zandile:that'snotagoodsign.What'shappening?

Me:thingsarenotgoingwellbusinesswise,we

mightbeforcedingoingbackhomeforawhile.

Zandile:what?Why?

Me:Ican'taffordtopaythisbond,bothourcars,

andlifestyle.Atleastthetwoothercarsarepaidup,,

we'llusethemshouldthebankrepossessthese

ones.

Zandile:what'shappening?Arewegoingbroke?But

how?Thebusiness?

Me:Zandile,canIrest?Idon'thaveanswersto

thosequestionsmyself,thingsarejustfallingapart

andIdon'tknowwheretostartfixingthem.It'sa



messandIfeellikeI'mgoingcrazy.

Zandile:allowmetohelpyou.

Me:how?

Zandile:mysalary,letmehelpwiththerentofthe

house.Please.

Me:okay.Thankyou.

Zandile:youarewelcome.Forbetterforworseright?

Me:(kissingherforehead)yeah.

KHANYISILE.



ThetaxidropsmeoffatProteaGlenphase1,

Soweto.Ilookaroundthehouses,notsobadatall.

Ifollowthedirectionsthisladygavemetoher

houseandfindmyselfoutsidehergate.Icallherto

openupforme.

Firsttick,thesecurityisgoodandtheneighborhood

iscleanandquiet.Icouldn'tfindanythingcheaper

intownsoIoptedforaR1500roominSoweto,this

oneIpickedisbeautifulandclean.

IamheretocheckitoutandifIamhappyIam

goingtobemovinginheretomorrowsinceit's

SundayandThobileiscomingback.

Lady:Khanyisileright?

Me:(smiling)yes.



Lady:wow,IfollowyouonInstagram.Youareeven

morebeautifulinperson,pleasecomein.

Ifollowyouhertothebackandseethreenicely

builtrooms.FirstIcheckthebathroomweshare,

niceithasseparateshowerandtoilet.Sheopens

myroomandwow,tiled,ceilingandmyownmeter

box.IthinkIamhappywithit.

Lady:youhaveseenthestopsignmoes?

Me:yes.That'swhereIgotoff

Lady:that'sthemainroad,whereyouwillgettaxis

toJoburg,Maponyamall,jabulaniandNaledi.Our

mallisawalkabledistancebutyoucancatchataxi

that'sR10andyourneighborsareguys.Rentis

paideverysecondofthemonthandlastfinaldate

isthe5th.



It'safairarrangementreally.Ipaythedepositafter

readingandsigningthecontract.Shegivesmethe

keystomyroomandgates.Newarea,newstart.I

amplanningtosellfewclothes,weaves,

accessoriesthatIwon'tuseanymoretogiveme

extracashtolast.

SABELO

CapeTownwasreallyamazing.Ididn'tknowI

neededabreakuntilthispastweekend.Rightnow

weareonthewaytoTaboonightclubinSandton

foranafterpartycelebrationthenbacktoourlives.

IfIcouldgetfewhoursofsleepIwillbefine.We

didn'tsleepfromallthecruising,games,meetings,

sexanddrinking.

WegettoTabooNightclubinSandtonaround

22pmandourplaceisreservedintheVIP.It'sonly



the12ofuswhoresidesinGauteng.Theotherswill

partyattheirclosebyareas.

15minuteslater,girlsjoinsusonourtableandIsee

thisothergirl.Shelookslikeacolored,Iwouldsay

sheisonebutIheardherspeakingXhosaofwhich

Ifinditverysexy.

Her:staringisveryrudebhuti.

Me:(smiling)mybad,Ididn'tmeantomakeyou

uncomfortable.Sabelo..

Her:Athule..

Me:youarebeautifulAthule.Wheredoyoulive?

Athule:around.



Ismileandlaybacksmokingmycigarlookingat

her.Theguysdecideonbuyingtheemost

expensivebottleeverascelebration.Weallput

downsomecashuntilit'senoughforthe

Glenfiddich40yearoldrarecollectionsinglemalt

scotchwhiskythatworthR70k.

Me:Athulesweetheart,wouldyoubeadarlingand

getusGlenfiddich40yearoldsinglemaltscotch

whisky?

Shelooksatmewithhereyeswidepoppedout

whenIhandherthecash.

Athule:(clearingherthroat)urhmyeahsure.

Shecarefulpicksitupandwalkstothebar.I

continuesmokingmycigarandenjoyingthedeep

slowjamhousemusicthedeejayisplaying.



Ray:aiboSabza,kantiliphilebhodlela?(Sabelo,

where'sthebottle?)

Me:urhmI'msureshe'sonherwayback.

Sfisogetsupandgoestothefront.Hecomesback

minuteslatershakinghishead.

Sfiso:sidliwebafethu(wehavebeenrobbed)

Me:huh?

Sfiso:thegirlpulledarunner.ButSabzawhywould

yougiveatotallystrangersomuchmoney?

Me:(laughing)shedidwhat?OhmyGod!Sucha

smartlady.Here'smycardgoswipe..



Sfiso:youareunbelievable.

HecomplainsgoingtothebarandIlaughamused.

AphiweorAthulewhateveryournameis,Istand

you.ImeanIunderstandher,imaginehavingguys

spendR200KOnalcoholpernightandtheninthe

morningtheonlythingtheygiveiscallanUberfor

you?Runbabygirl,it'syourChristmas

Theguysarecomplainingandtalksabouthunting

herdownandit'scracksmeupevenmore.

Tobecontinued.

(Oursponsorforthisinsertaskedtobeanonymous.

ThankyouAnonymous.

NB:AthuleistheleadingcharacteronthestoryI



writewithSandisiwe,RoseColoredGlassesandno,

shewon'tbeappearinghere.

Thankyou)

[01/24,17:53] :TheBachelor

Insert22

SABELO

Sfisowalkstothekitchenlookinglikeatrainran

himout.Shame,it'stheresultsofdrinkingaR70k

bottle.Speakingaboutthat,Itstillamusesmehow

thatgirldribbledus.Iguesssomeonewouldexpect

metobemadbutnah,babygirlgotluckyandused

it

ImeanifroleswerereversedandIwereinher

position,Iwouldruntoo.Imaginesomuchmoney



spentonalcohol?Itdoesn'tmakesensebutthenI

guessIwillgettheretoo.

Me:youlooklikehell.

Sfiso:Ifeelsotoo.GodthattimeIhaveacourt

appearanceat2pm.

Me:that'slike5hoursfromnow.Takeashowerand

eat,youwillbefine.

Sfiso:Idon'twanttogotowork,that'swhatI'm

tryingtosay.

Me:(laughing)shame,nowyoucan'tdropyourclient

canyou?

Sfiso:mxm,youaren'tevenhelping.Imstillmadat



youforgivingthatgirlourmoneyjustlikethat.

Me:(laughing)getoveritbroe.Whyareyousomad?

Sfiso:wedidn'tsmash,thatiswhyIammad.Infact

letmego.

Me:rememberwearefinalizingthebankdealtoday

sogetyourshittogether.

Sfiso:yesboss.

Ilaughathisdramaticbehaviorandcontinuewith

mywork.IneedtogoseeMrsMchunuandseehow

sheisdoingandalsogivehertheshareofthetaxi

profitssinceMacingwaneleftitformeandher.As

forBhekisisa,shameIwillcheckonhislifelater.



KHANYISILE.

Ihavefinallymovedmythingsandsettledin.Right

nowIamcountingthemoneyImadefromselling

someofmystuff.Ididn'tmakemuchbutit'sgoing

tolastmeforawhileuntilIsortmythingsout.

Iopenthedoorandseethegirlthatstaysinthe

mainhouse,Nomhle,thisisherparentshouseso

she'srentingthebackrooms,it'smorelikeshe'sthe

landladysinceherparentsarenotstayinginhere.

Me:Nomhle,doyouknowanysalonaround?

Nomhle:yeahIdo,justacrossthestreetthat's

whereIdomyhair.

Me:okaythanksIwanttocutmyhair.



Nomhle:haabutwhy?

Me:tolimitsthecosts.IneedtosavemoneyandI

amunemployedtobestressingaboutmaintaining

myhead.

Nomhle:sorryforbeingforwardneh,butwhat

happenedbecausegirlyouusetolivethelife,the

Dubai,parislifestyle?PhelayourInstagramis

popping.

Me:(smiling)let'sjustsayIgrewup.Iwilltellyou

mystorysomeotherday.

Nomhle:yoohpleasehlebecauseIwouldreallylike

toknowukuthiwhathappened.Speakingabout

employment,IheardthatShopritetheoneinProtea

Glenmallishiring.It'smightnotbeyourkindof

thingorthemoneymightbelittlebut..



Me:thankyouforsharingthatinformationwithme.I

willtakemyCVthere.There'snomoneytoolittle

whenyouarebroke.

Nomhle:okaythenallthebesthey.

Me:thankyou,letmegotothesalonIwillseeyou

later.

Nomhle:okay..urhmKhanyi?

Me:yes?

Nomhle:wearetheonlygirlsinthisyardsoyouare

welcometocometothehouseandwatchTVifyou

wantto.

Thedisadvantageaboutstayinginflatsespecially



townisthatyouhardlybutfurniture.Ourflathad

installedcupboards,wardrobes,andtheworks.The

TVandsoundsystemwasThobile's.Ionlyhavethe

bed,couch,fridgewithme.Iboughtstove,

microwaveandtherestkitchenstuff.

Me:thankyou.Iwillsurelypopinsometime.

Shesmilesandgoesbackinsidewithherlaundry

basket.IlockmyroomandtakeR200withmeand

crossthestreettothesalonshedirectedmeto.

ZANDILE

Igetupfromthetoiletandflushthevomitsdown.I

rinsemymouthwithBhekisisastaringatmefrom

thedoor.

Bhekisisa:thirdtimeinarow?Youneedtoseea



doctor.

Me:it'snothingseriousmaybeicatchedabugor

something,Iwillbefine.Howarethings?

Bhekisisa:notgood,Thembawantsmoneytostock

thingsupontheothersideanditkeepson

disappearing,thenthere'sBafana'suniversityfees.

Me:maybeweshouldseeaprophetyouknowto

findoutwhat'swrong?

Bhekisisa:thesepeopleandlies,I'vegivenupon

themwhentheycouldn'tfindwhatkilledZenzoso

nothankyou.

HewalksawayandIsigh.Whatiswrong?Ever

sinceMrMchunudiedthingsarefallingapart,it's

onlythetaxiandbusbusinessthat'sboomingandI



onlydiscoverednowthatitisownedandrunby

Sabelo.Whatamess.

Itakemycalendarandcheckmydates..myheart

racewhenIrealizethatIskippedmyperiods.My

Godcoulditbe?Noways!

Itakemybagandrushesout,luckilyforme

BhekisisaisnotinsightasIdriveout.Igotothe

mallnearbyandrunstothefirstpharmacyshopi

seeandbuy5pregnancytestkits.

OnmywaybacktothecarIbumpintosomeone

andthekitsscattersonthefloor.Someonecome

andshootmenow?

Sabelo:wow,youarepregnant?Congratulations.

Iswallowhardandgathercouragetolookathim.I



lastsawhimthatdayattheofficeandnowhe's

rightinfrontofme,lookingdapperinaformalwear.

Me:youdoknowthatwedidn'tuseprotectionsoif

I'mpregnantchancesare...

Sabelo:zero,none,negativethatyoucanbe

pregnantformesweetheart.

Me:yousoundsosure,whatif...

Sabelo:don'tdothattoyourselfokay?Iwouldbe

thefirstpersontoknowifIplantedaseedinyouso

discardthosethoughtsokay?Itwon'thappen.

Hesmirksandputsonbackhisglassesandleave

mestanding.Myheartisabouttocomeoutofmy

mouththewayit'spoundingsofast.Howcomethat

someonesohandsomebethisarrogantand



heartless?IneedtoknowhowfarIam..

Tobecontinued.

[01/24,17:53] :TheBachelor
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ZANDILE

Ibitmynailstappingmyfootonthefloorwaiting

forthedoctortocomebackwithresults.Iamso

anxiousandprayingsilentlysohardtoGodtohelp

me.ThedooropensandIquicklygetup.

Me:whatdotheysay?

Doctor:relaxMrsMchunu.Okayyouarepregnant.

Congratulations.Weneedtodoascanjustsowe



canseehowfararewe.Getbehindthatcurtainand

getreadyIwillbewithyoujustnow.

Ifollowtheinstructionsandhesoonjoinsme

tellingmetolookatthescreen.Atinydotisvisible

andtearsstreamdownonmyface.Happiness,

finallyIampregnant.

Doctor:youaretwelveweekspregnantMrs

Mchunu...

Me:thankyouGod,thankyousomuchIwillforever

praiseyounowandforever.

Thedoctorlooksatmeshocked,Imeanhewon't

understand.Iamsorelievedtoknowthatthisbaby

isn'tSabelo's.Iwasgoingtodie.Myhusband

wasn'tgoingtosurvivethisespeciallyduringthe

attacksheisunder.Thisistheperfectgiftinour

lives.Ihopeit'sgoingwellcheerhimup.



Yesthetimingisoffwithourcurrentfinancesbut

wehavebeentryingforoneandnowit'shere,Iam

goingtoloveandembracemybaby.

SABELO

Ilookatthepapersfora100thtimes.Ican'tbelieve

this.It'sinblackandwhite.ThebankIsmine.Idoa

slowvictorydancewiththewhiskeyglassonmy

handandwalktoBongaandI'spictureonthewall.I

touchitandsmile.

Me:IdiditforyouBafanas,forSbonga,formom's.

Tokeepthelegacygoingandon.Iknowyouare

havingmybackandwatchingovermewithpops.

Thankyoufam.Cheers.

Itoasttohimanddownthedrinksittingdown.I

giveMomacall.Dramaticasalways,shecries



whenItellherthatthinaboNyamboseweowna

wholefreakingbank!Aftertalkingwithhershe

givesthephonetoSbonga.

Sbonga:Ican'twaittobragtomyfriendsthatmy

namewillbeonahugebankbillboards.

Congratulationsdaddy.

Me:thankyoumyprincess.Iwasthinkingofgetting

youintothisfancygirl'sschoolaroundDurban..

Sbonga:aslongasIwon'thavetostaytherefull

timedad.Ilovestayingwithgramsandspending

timewithher.

Me:fineIhearyou.Meaningyouwillhaveadriver

then.

Sbonga:that'sfine..urhmdad..



Me:yesNana.

Sbonga:whenareyoutakingawife?

IswearInearlychockonmydrink.

Me:excuseme?

Sbonga:I'msorryifIcomeacrossasdisrespectful

butIamgrowingupandIneedafemalefigureto

talktoaboutgirlsstuff..

Me:youcantalktoyourgrandma..

Sbonga:that'snotthepointdad,gogosekamdala

andIwantsomeonetohaveamotheranddaughter

relationshipwith.Gotoshoppingwithonmatching



outfitsandhairstyles..

Me:yoohmydear,Icangiveyoueverythinginthe

wholeworldexceptthat.

Sbonga:butwhy?Imeanyouareacatchandhot.

Me:(laughing)imihlola!Whatdoyouknowabout

catcheswena?

Sbonga:(giggling)wellIdoseetheladies's

commentsonyourinstagramposts.

Me:youshouldstayawayfrommyaccountinfact

youdidwellbytellingme,Iamgoingtoblockyou.

Sbonga:(laughing)hawubabakodwaIdramaeyani?

(Whyareyousodramatic)



Me:aiyouareyoungforinstagramfuthi.Iwillmake

sometimesinthecomingweeksandsendyouand

yourgrandmaupheresothatIcantakeyouguys

onatourofthebank

Sbonga:Iwouldlovethatdad.

Me:letmegetbacktoworkNkosazane.

Uyakuthandaubabayezwa?(Dadddylovesyou

okay)

Sbonga:Iloveyoutoo.

KHANYISILE

Themanagerhiredmeonspotandgavemea

trainingonhowthingsworkaroundhereandIam

workingontills.It'sbeenverybusysincemorningI



didn'tevenfindtimetogotolunch.

OutoftheblueIseetwoladiestakingpicturesof

meshowingthemtoeachother.Theyarelowclass

kindofslayqueens,theoneswhoarestillfindtheir

feet.Youcantellbythefakerustyweaveswithno

closuretheyarewearingandthoseR50mudnails

on.

Lady1:it'sherchomme..

Lady2:ohmyGod,theeKhanz!Lifeisamopstruu!

YouknowIlookeduptoyou,enviedyou!

Me:(smiling)canIhelpyouladies?

Lady1:urhmyeah.



ShesaysputtingherthingsandIscanthem..

Lady2:whathappened?ShortHair,shopritetills?

Where'sDubaiandParis?

Lady1:ahchomme,youknowtheseslayqueens

whentheyfallfromgracemoes.I'msurethe

husband'swifefoundoutandthreatenedher..

Lady2:(clappingherhands)fromsecretlocationsto

this?Ainokurefwu.

Me:yourthingsintotalcostsR1350canIplease

havethecash?

Lady1:(givingmehercard)youcanswipedarling.

Shesaysthe"darling"inBonang'saccent.Iputthe



cardandgivethemachinetohertopunchinher

code.Thecarddeclinedandthesmugontheir

facesdriesout.Nowit'smyturntoembarrassthem.

Me:sisZodwa,ngicelaIvoid!LidecklinileIcard!

(Thecarddeclined)

Lady2:doyouhavetobesoloud?

Me:(smiling)I'msorrywhatareyousayingagain?

Tobecontinued.
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(Notedited.Pleaseexcusetheerrors)



ZANDILE

Bhekisisastareatthescanpictureforaverylong

timeuntilIseetearsfallingintoit.Hehugsmeso

tight.

Bhekisisa:thankyou,youhavemademeaman

amongstmen.Yesthingsaren'tlookinggoodforus

atthemomentbutIwilldoeverythinginmypower

togobacktothelifeweusedtolive.Youdeserve

everythinggoodforthis.

Myheartbreaks,whatishappeningtomyhusband?

Thisisstraininghim.Yesterdayhehadtoclosethe

restaurantsincethere'snomoneytopaystaffand

buymaterial.Thefamilyisalsoaskingquestions.

It'sliketheancestorsareangryofsomething.Since

thedeathofmyfatherinlawthingstookSouth.

It'sproblemsafteranother.



Bhekisisa:Iamgoingtotakeaquickshowerthen

we'llgoseemymotherokay?

Me:okay.

Hetakesoffhisclothesandgoestotheshower.I

takehist-shirt,theonehejusttookoffandputiton

mybagandwalkouttomycar.There'snosmoke

withoutfireandIamgoingtofindoutwhy.

There'smustbeaway.Idrivestraighttothe

prophet'shouseandparkoutsidehishouse.After

thegreetingsIgetstraighttothepointandtellhim

whyI'mhere.

Helightswhitecandlesandtakespurecleanwater

andstartsprayingforthewater.Aftertheprayerhe

dipsBhekisisa'st-shirtinsidethewater.



Prophet:mhmmhmmhmkubikubi.(it'sbad,it'sbad)

Me:howbad?

Prophet:very,thiswillleadtohisdeathifnothingis

doneaboutit.Iseeahorriblecaraccidentthat

sendshimtocomaforsolong.

Me:Godforbid!Ican'tloosemyhusbandnotnow.

Prophet:yourmaritalproblemsbeganthedayyou

cheatedonhim.

Ichokeonmysalivaandlookdown.

Me:whatdoyoumean?



Prophet:yousleptwithhisenemywhoseintentions

wastodestroyyourhusbandthroughyou..

Me:what?How?

Prophet:themanusedstrongblackmagictocurse

youboth.Hewantstoseehimsufferinguntildeath

Me:butwhy?

Prophet:yourhusbandstarteditwhenhekilledhis

brotherandhereturnedthefavor.

Me:(sighs)whatcanwedo?Isthereawayto

cleansethebadluck?

Prophet:unfortunatelythere'snone.Heisvery

stronganddangerousandIamafraidyourchildwill



inheritthecursebecauseyousleptwithhimwhile

pregnant.

Tearsstreamdownonmyface.Thisisbad.

Me:youmeanthere'snothingwecandon?Evena

littlebit?

Prophet:there'stwoways,confesstoyourhusband

aboutitandaskhimtoseekhelpinNigeriaor

speaktothisman,humbleyourselfbeforehimand

askhimtoreversethiscurse.Maybe,justmaybehe

will.

NegotiationwithSabelowillbeimpossiblebutit's

theonlyoptionI'vegotnow.Confessingtomy

husbandwillbethedeathofme.

THOBILE



Sabeloopensthedoorformeandhugsme.Heis

stillinhisofficesuits.HetextedmeandaskedifI

couldcomeforasleepoverbecauseheis

celebratingandhowcanIsaynotothat?

Me:hey,pleasecomein.Make.Yourselfa

comfortableIamgoingtotakeaquickbathandjoin

youshortly.

Me:(bitingmylip)don'tyouwantmetojoinyou?

Sabelo:No,I'mgood.Iwillbeback.Eatanddrink

anything

Me:okay,don'ttaketoolong.

Hesmilesandrunupstairs.Itakearemoteandput

on322,it'stherealhousewivesofatlantatime.His



phoneringsnexttomeandapictureofhis

daughterflashesthescreen.

Itakeitandgoupstairstohim.

Me:babeyourphoneisringing.

Iopenthebathroomdoorbuthe'snotin.Okay?

Didn'thesayhewascominguptotakeabath?I

leavethephoneontopofthebedandgetout.Itake

adifferentroutetogodownandusetheonethat

passesbyhisstudyandIhearwatersplasheson

thebedroomnearby.

Whywouldheleavetheluxuryofhishuge

bathroomtocomebathhere?Curiosityhasmeby

titsnowasIholdthedoorhandleslowlyandopen

thedoor.MyheartstartsbeatingfasterasIwalk

furtherintheroom.



There'swatercomingoutofthebathroomdoor,

ugezanjanikantilomuntuumaacithakangaka?I

openthedoorandLordIwasnotreadyforwhatI

saw.Ahuge,longpythonisbathinginsidethe

bathtub.Iletoutahugescreamandit'sturns

lookingatmydirection.

IruntothedoorasfastasIcan.Myheartatthis

pointisbeatingfivetimesthannormal.What?Ina

splitsecondItripandfallonthestaircaseandroll

allthewaydownuntilmyheadhitsthefloor.The

onlythingIrememberandlasthearis"Thobile"!

SABELO

Fuckfuckfuckfuck!Whatwasshedoinghere?This

girldoesn'tlistenIswearandbecauseIwas

rushingtoreturntohereIdidn'tlockthedoor.

HonestlyIdidn'texpecthertocomehere.Theonly

placeshe'sbeenismybedroomanddownstairs.



NowshehasseenmeinUbabaformandit'snot

good.Iquicklytransformtomyhumanselfandrun

afterher.IscreamwhenIseeherrollingdownthe

staircaseuntilherheadhitsthegroundroughly.

Me:shit!Thobile,Thobile..wakeup!

Isoftslaphercheeksandshetakesonelookatme

andtakeherlastbreath.Fuck!Iquicklygoupstairs

andcallSfisowhotellsmehewasonhiswayto

showmesomething.Itryallwayspossibletorevive

herbuttheydon'twork.She'sgone.Iputonmy

trouserandsitsonthefloorandstareatherlifeless

body.

Sfiso:(walkingin)ntwanantwanayoudon'tknow

whatIhaveforyou.Imean..geezwhatthefuck!

HegetsstartledbyThobile'sbodyonthefloorand



dropsthefileshe'scarrying.

Sfiso:dudewhathappened?

Me:shesawmeinUbabaformandfallfromthe

staircase.Herheartcouldn'thandletheshock.

Sfiso:Shit!

Me:itwasn'tsupposedtohappenlikethis.Shewas

annoyingyenabutshe'samother..

Sfiso:I'msorrydudebutsuchcasualtieshappens

everytimeinourlives.ThisisyourfirstoneI

understandhowyoufeelbutthere'snotimetosit

andmopaboutthis.Weneedtogetridofherbody

here.



Hegoestoherbagandtakeouthercellphoneand

destroysit.

Sfiso:wheredoyoukeepyour..nevermind.

Idon'thaveanystrengthinmetomoveaninch.To

sayI'mshockwouldbeanunderstatement.Igoto

myprivateroomanddrinksfromtheblackpot.I

feelsomuchbetterafterandhelpsSfisoinputting

heronmyboot.Wearegoingtodumpherbodynot

sofarfrompeoplesothatshecanbefoundand

buried.

Sfisosuggestedwetorchherbutno,itwilltorment

herfamilynottoknowaboutherwhereabouts.

Sfisogivesmespaceanddrivesoutwhenwecome

back.Themomenthedrivesout,aBmw1series

drivesin.

Zandilewalksuptomeandgivesmeaslap.Ihold



onmycheekandlookathershocked.

Zandile:howcanyoubesoevil!WhathaveIever

donetoyou?

Me:Ithinkit'shightimeIgetsecuritytoguardmy

houseandmebecauseclearlyIamnotsafe.

Zandile:whydoyouneedsecuritieshuh?Areyou

afraidthatpeoplearegoingtoseethesnakesand

wizardsyouhideunderthishighwalledhouse?

Me:whatdidyoujustsay?

Zandile:ohquitthepretence!Inowknowthatyou

aretheoneresponsibleforthemiseryinmy

marriage...



Me:owh?

Zandile:Sabelostopthis,Innocentpeopleare

suffering.

Me:mawuthiinnocentpeopledoyouinclude

yourself?

Zandile:youhuntedmetoserveyourpurpose!

Please,it'senoughnow.Youareeven,youlosta

brotherhelostone.Reversethecurseandletusgo

backtoournormallives.

Me:(chuckling)youdon'tknowmetocome

whereveryouarecomingfromandspitnonsense.

ZandileIdon'thitwomenbutyouarestartingtobe

anuisance.

Zandile:allI'maskingforisthatyoureverse



whateverspellyoucastedonourlivessothatwe

canlivepeacefully...

Me:canyouproveallthisgarbageyoujustvomited

nowatCourt?

Zandile:huh?

Me:continuespeakingnonsenseaboutmeIam

goingtowipeyourlastcentinthebank.Iwillsue

youandthatlousythingyoucallahusbandfor

defamationofcharactereverylastcentyouhave..

Zandile:Sabelo....

Me:getout!

Zandile:ple..



Me:youwanttoseethewizardsandsnakesyou

weretalkingaboutlivehuh?Okaywaithere..

ItaketwostepstothehouseandIhearhercar

reversingout.Fuckwhataday!

Tobecontinued.
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SABELO

It'sbeenalongdayformeandhonestlythings

didn'tgoasIhaveplanned.Iwaslookingforwardto



somecrazywildsexaroundthistimebutthen,now

Iamfacedwithanemptyhouseallalone.

Isitonthecouchandtakeouttheweedrollingit.I

don'tlikesmokingitunlessIamextremelystressed.

Thisistheperfecttimetogethighanddrunkthen

sleep.Womenareexhausting.

ThenerveofZandileshowinguphereandstart

threateningme.Whothehelldoesshethinksheis?

Toslapmeeven?Ineedtosetupanexampleby

her.Thiscoolvibesfrommeyiyolengijwayelisa

ngabantu.It'squiteclearthatpeopledon'tliketobe

treatedlikehumansoI'mmabethemonsterthey

love.

IputonchannelOandlogontomyInstagram

account.There'salwaystwoorthreewomen

throwingthemselvesonmyDM'severytime.Ilay

backandstartchattingwiththisotherone,she

looksyoungthough.Idon'tdealwithama2000,



theyaretroubleandbayaphaphalabantwana.

TheTVmakessomeshufflingsoundlikeit'slosing

anetworkorsomething.Itakearemotetochange

thechannelbutthenaviewofBhekisisaand

Zandiledrivinginacarshowsup.Iputmyjoint

asideandsitsstraight.

Zandile:babe,beforewegethomeIneedtotellyou

something.It'simportant.

Bhekisisa:canwetalkaboutitwhenwegethome?

Zandile:noit'sveryimportantsoweshouldtalk

aboutitnow,let'sfightandargueherebeforewe

gethome.

Bhekisisa:youareconfusingmenow.



Zandile:IhaveaconfessiontomakeandIknow

youwillprobablyhateMeafterthisbutpleaseknow

thatIwasn'tonmynormalselfwhenthis

happened..

Bhekisisa:Zandile..

Ohbitchyouarenotabouttodothat!Whatthefuck?

Itouchmynecklaceandspeakintoit.

Me:letthecarcrushnow!Theyshouldn'tdie,just

fewinjuries.

Irepeatthewords3timesandBhekisisacrashes

intoanothercarandthepicturedisappear.Irun

upstairstomyroomtochange.Ican'tkeepon

lookingovermyshoulderbecauseofZandile,Ineed

todealwithheronceandforall.



KHANYISILE

Afterthatmomentwiththosefakewannabeslay

queensthemanagertoldmethatasmuchasthe

customerisalwaysright,soareweasemployees.

IdecidedtojoinNomhleonheroffertowatchTV

andwechilltalkingassheasksmeaboutstarting

afresh.Ievendeletedthatoldaccountwithallthe

fancyfakelifestyleIlivedthereandcreatedanew

onewithmyrealnamesKhanyisileNothando

Mthembu.Theonethatwillrepresentgraceand

growth.Inowfollowinspiringandrelevantpeople

andthathelpsme.Lessnudesandassonmy

timeline.

Nomhle:(staringatherphone)ohmygoodness!

Me:what?



Nomhle:thisgirl,Ithinkshewasyourfriendor

something.

ShesaysshowingmetheFacebookpost.Nadia

postedapictureofThobilewithsomehashtagand

RIP.Ifeelmyheadspinning.What?Ireadtheposts

it'ssaysshewasfounddeadnotSofarfromthe

buildingandcopsareinvestigatingherdeath.

IknowwepartedwaysinnotsogoodtermbutI

didn'twishherdeath,nowherdaughteris

motherless.Whatayounglifelost.

NARRATED

ATTHEHOSPITAL

It'sthemorning,doctorsandnursesarerunningup

anddowntryingtosavethepeoplewhowere



involvedinaterrificaccident.Theguywholost

controlofthecar(Bhekisisa)issaidtohavesuffered

severeinjuriesandslippedintocomawhilehis

companionisintheEMERGENCYroombeing

attendedto.

Onepersondiedintheaccidentandothersare

surviving.Sabeloarrivesdressedinallblackand

walkstoZandile'sbed.Zandilesufferedsmall

scratchesandforeheadbumponthewindow.

Zandile:Sabelo..

Shesaystryingtotakeofftheoxygenmask..

Sabelo:shhhhrelax..rest.

Herbreathingshootsupashereyesbecomesteary.

Helooksangryandshe'sneverseenhimlikethat,



ever.

Sabelo:uyaphaphawenamarauyabona?(Youare

soforwarddoyouknowthat?)

I'mtiredofthisbackandforththingwithyouand

I'mgoingenditnow.Isizulusithiizonozaboyise

ziyowelakubantwana.I'msorry,it'sthenature.

ZandiletriestositupbutSabeloputshishandson

herstomachgivingherthemostdeadlylookever.

Afterthathetouchesherfaceandblowssomeair

onherface,nose,eyesandears.

Me:(whisperingonherface)wenevermet,forget

aboutme.

Afterthatheputsbackhisglassesandwalksaway.

Assoonashe'soutofsightZandileexperience

severepainsonherlowerabdomenandscreams.



HOURSLATER

ZANDILE

Iopenmyeyesandlookaround.Iamatthe

hospital.Myheadisabitdizzyandheavy.Wewere

inanaccident,goingtomyin-lawshouse.I

remembertalkingtoBhekisisaaboutsomethingbut

whatwasitthatIwantedtosay?

NomarnIwantedtotellhimsomethingsobadly

butthenBhekisisalostcontrolofthecar.Whatwas

itthatIneededtotellhim?

Thedoctorwalksinandsmilesweaklylookingat

me.IflinchwhenIfeelsomepains.

Doctor:I'msorry,yourbodywasundersomuch



stressandthebabycouldn'tmakeit..

Iquicklytouchmystomach.Thebaby.What

happenedtomybaby?Tearsrolldown.

Me:doctor,mybaby?

Doctor:Iamsorry.Wedideverythingthatwecould

do...

Me:doctorno!Youputmyhusbandincomanow

youkillmybaby?Whathappenedtomybaby?

Doctor:ma'amyouneedtocalmdown...

Me:don'tfuckentellmetocalmdown!Ineedto

knowwhathappenedtomybaby?Whydidyoukill

mybaby?Ifallasleepforfewhoursandyoukillmy



baby?

Doctor:nurse!

TheycomerunningwithinjectionsasIkickthe

blanketsandremovethedrip.

Me:bitchdon'tyoudaretouchme!Iwantmybaby,

youkilledmybaby!Iamgoingtosueallofyou!

Okay,okayI'mbeggingyoupleasebringbackmy

baby,IpromiseIwon'tfight.

Theyinjectmewithwhatever.

Doctor:youneedtorest,thiswillhelpyoutocalm

down.AfterthisIwillrecommendabesttherapist

thatwillhelpyouovercomethis.Youexperienceda

traumatic...



Hestartssoundingfarandmyeyesbecomesheavy

Iclosethem.

Tobecontinued.
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SABELO

IlookatZandilebeingsedatedandswipesawaythe

view.

Me:missionaccomplished.



Istartthecaranddriveaway,nowshewon't

remembermeoranythingwedidtogether.The

memoryshehasofmeiscompletelywipedoffand

ifit'shappensthatsheregainsitIdon'tknowhow,

butIwillkillhermyself.

Myphoneringsandit'sMrsMchunu.Isigh,she's

theonlyinnocentpersonIfeelsorryforbutthenit

iswhatitis.

Me:Mama.

MrsMchunu:son,howareyou?

Me:I'mwellhowaboutyou?

MrsMchunu:notsogood,haveyouheardabout

Bhekisisabeinginacaraccidentwithhiswifelast

night?



Me:really?NoIhaven'theardthat.Aretheyokay

though?

MrsMchunu:that'swhatI'mtryingtofindout.Iam

goingtothehospitalaswespeak.

Me:okayMaIhopeit'snotbad.

MrsMchunu:Ihopesotoo,whenwillIeverrest?I

buriedmyhusbandandsoninashortspaceofa

monthnowmyotherson?Nothisisenough.

Ikeepquiet,howdoyoucomfortsomeonewhile

youknowyouaretherecauseofhermisery?

MrsMchunu:anywaythemainreasonI'mcalling

youisthetaxibusiness.Ireceivedacallfromone

ofthedriverstellingmethattheyencountered



issuesinoneoftheroutesweuse.

Me:whatissues?

MrsMCHUNU:Idon'tknowbuttheassociationof

JoburgandKemptonparkarefighting.

Me:thosepeopleshouldn'tcreateunnecessary

problemsforus..

MrsMchunu:pleasegoandcheckwhat's

happening.SortitoutSabelo.

Me:don'tworryyourselfmotherIwillsortitout.

MrsMchunu:thankyou,updateme.

Me:Iwill.Youdothesamewithyourchildren.



ImakeaturnandtaketheN12backtoJoburg.I

checkthegunundermyseatandtakeitoutto

checkifit'sloadedincaseIneedtouseit.Iwon't

negotiatewiththesepeople.Iamwaytoobusy.

ATTHEJOBURGMTNRANK

SabeloarriveswithhisblackandsilverRange

Rover.Thetaxidriversarearguing,there'sa

standstill,passengersinlongquesasnooneis

attendingtotaxis.

Sabelowalksuptothemandthenoisecooldown.

Hisdriver'sstandnexttohim.Hishandsonthe

pockethespeakscalmly.

Sabelo:kwenzenjanilanamadoda?(What's

happeningheregentlemen?)



Theystartsspeakingatoncemakingnoise.

Sabelo:akukhulumeumuntuoyedwa,angithisonke

siyezwa?(Canonepersonspeakatthetime,no

oneissufferingfromhearingproblem)

Theonewho'sstartedthisissuewithahugebell

givesSabeloapaper.

Guy:thisisasummaryfrommeandtheother

owners.Yourtaxishaveoccupiedallroutesandit's

notfair..

Sabelo:notfairtowho?

Guy:thatpaperstateshowmuchofataxyou

shouldpayinorderforyourtaxisto...



Sabelotearsthepaperintopieces.

Sabelo:angekenikuboneloko!HambauyotshelaI

bossyakhoingifonele!(Thatwon'thappen,gotell

yourbosstocallme)

Theotherguyslooksathiminawe.

Sabelo:anotherthing,stopharassingmydriver's,let

mehearawordaboutmytaxisbeingstoppedagain

kuzonyiwa.Youdon'townanyroads,whythehell

shouldIpaytaxtoyou?Andyou,gobacktowork,

lookatthepassengersstuckinthisblazingheat?

Heordershisdriver'sbackwholooksverypleased

togobacktotheirtaxis.Sabelofollowsback

checkingeachtaxiandgreetingpassengerswho

areveryhappythathecametotheirrescue.



Hegetstothelasttaxithat'sabouttoleaveand

seesKhanyisile.Shockandsurprisevisitshimbut

heactscool.Hewhistlestappingonthequantum

bonnet.

Sabelo:who'sdrivingthistaxiandwhereisitgoing

to?

Driver:mlunguwami,iyaeProteaGlen,phase1-4.

(It'sgoingtoProteaGlen,phase1-4)

Sabelo:ziphiizikhiya?(Wherearethekeys?)

Driver:bhozadoyouknowthesections?

Sabelo:(smiling)Iwillmanage,Iwasadriverat

somepoint.



Theguysgiveshimthekeys,hegoesbackandtap

onKhanyi'sshoulder.Sheturnsandtakeoutthe

headsets,shockedtoseehimhere.

Khanyi:Sabelo.

Sabelo:wozauzohlalangaphambili..(comestayat

thefront)

KhanyihesitateforamomentandSabeloreadsher

mindandlaughs.

Sabelo:forsomeonewithaBcomdegreeyouseem

tobescaredofnumbers.

Khanyi:welltaximathematicsisn'tthesame.



ThetaxigetsfullandSabelostartsitdrivingoutof

therank.

Khanyi:howmuchisthetaxi?

Sabelo:(smiling)R17.50.

Khanyi:haiboSabelo!

Sabelo:(laughing)I'mkidding,it'sR20.

Khanyi:yuuhatleast.Didn'tknowyouknowhowto

driveataxi?

Sabelo:thisiswhereIstartedMaMvelase.Whatare

youdoinginSoweto?

Khanyi:Istayandworktherenow.ActuallyIshould



buyyouadrink,justtosaythankyou.Youreally

savedmylife.

Sabelo:mydrinkcostsyourwholesalary..

Khanyi:what?

Sabelo:mypointis,I'mhappyyouarefineand

makingadecentliving,stoptryingtopleasemeand

helpyourself.Minangigrand.

Khanyi:Iguess,Ijustwantedtoshowmygratitude

that'sall.DidyouhearaboutThobile?

Sabelo:yeah,sadnewsindeed.Wheredoyouwork?

Khanyi:atShopRite,Iknowit'snothingbigbutI

hopetoscoresomethingbigsoon.



Sabelo:youknowurhmthere'sthisbankin

RosebankandIheardit'snowunderblack

management.Theyarerestructuringandshaping

upthepositions.Maybeyoushouldapplythere,

whoknow,youmightbelucky.

Khanyi:what'sthebankname?

Sabelo:itisnowcalledSBSbank.

Khanyi:firsttimeI'mhearingaboutit.It'sagood

thingseeingblackpeoplesteppingupandowning

suchbigestablishments..

Sabelosmilessilentlyashecontinuestotodrive.

Sabelo:ugundeleni?(Whydidyoucutyourhair?)



Khanyi:wellbeingbrokeand..

Sabelo:shame,Iwishyoucanfindawellpayingjob

yazi.Uyahawulisa.Idon'tknowyourfatherbutyou

looklikehim.

Khanyihitshisarmandhelaughs.

Sabelo:I'msorrybutI'mbeinghonest.Youarenot

uglybutifIwereyourboyfriend,Iwouldlovethe

weavesandfacebeatslookbetter.

Khanyi:wellsadlyyouarenotmyboyfriend..

Sabelo:fortunatelyforyou..

Khanyi:youareweirdthough,mostZulumenhates



thesethings..

Sabelo:aibanemanga,ayikhonjeindodaengathandi

umuntuwakheabemuhle(theyarelying,nosane

manwhowon'tlovehiswomanbeautiful)

Khanyi:ushonje?(Youthinkso?)

Sabelo:Iknowso,knowwhentheystartwiththat

bullshitit'seithertheyarejealousthatothermen

willseeyoubeautifulortheycan'taffordit.

Khanyi:sowenawouldbuyyourwomanthese

things?

Sabelo:definitely..butnowmydaughterwillenjoy

theprivileges.



Tobecontinued.
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KHANYISILE

Iwasthelastpersontogetoffinthetaxi.Istillcan't

believethatIsawSabelo.It'sbeenlongandhe

keepsongettingbetterlikeafinewine.GoshIknow

he'sdangerousanddeadlybutIcan'thelpmyselfor

stopmyselffromlikinghim...

Nomhle:youaresmilingallalonentombo,sharethe

goodnews..

Me:welllet'sjustsayImetmycrushtoday.



Nomhle:wow,TheeSabelo?

Me:yep,hewasdrivingthetaxitoGlen..

Nomhle:aikeSabeloanddrivingtaxiskuhlangana

kanjani?

Me:(laughing)turnedouthe'stheownerbabes..

Nomhle:what?Youknowwhat,tomorrowI'mgoing

toJoburg,Iwanttoseehiminperson.Youareso

lucky.

Me:hahahawellit'sapityhekeepsonpushingme

awaythough.

Nomhle:youknowwhat,freeadvicefromme,stop

chasinghim.Savethatenergyforbetterthings.



Me:youareright,couldyoupleaseconnectmeto

yourWiFi?Iwanttologontothiswebsiteand

submitmyapplication.

Nomhle:alrightbabesthepinisNomhl3e957.

Me:youarethebest,onethesedaysI'mgoingto

buyyouIcecream.

Shereallyisthesweetestandcoolestperson.Ilog

ontothewebsiteandthere'splentyofpositions

available,Sabelowasright.Iapplyto5thatIqualify

forandlogout.

SABELO

DrivingbacktomyplacefromthetaxirankIsee

Mamaonthebackseatofmycarthroughtherear



viewmirror.Sheliesappearinglikethisandit'snot

coolatall.

Mama:relax.Icomeinpeace.

Ibowslowlyandparkonthesideoftheroad.

Mama:thekingdomishappy,youhavemadeuslots

ofmoneyinaveryshortspaceoftime,thewomen

yousleptwithbroughtussomanysacrificesand

thatmadeusevenstronger.Thelastsacrificewas

therealdealbecausethebabywaspure.

Me:thankyou.

Mama:forthatyouwillgetapromotionandmore

reward.Youareatastagewherebyyoucanask

anythingfromthekingdomandgetapproved.



Me:anything?

Mama:(smiling)anything.YouaretheKingand

kingscan'tlackanything..

Me:canIask,isitpossibleformetohaveafamily

ofmyown?

Mama:(lookingatherglassymirror)yesit's

possible.Youareahumanbeingafterall.

Me:howwillIknowifthewomanistherealdealor

she'saftermymoneyandstatus?

Mama:allyouwillwanttodoisprotectherandkeep

herfromharmsway.Whenthetimeisright,Baba

willguideandshowyoutoyourrightwoman.



Me:whatdoyoumean?

Mama:thewomantomarryyouwillacceptyouthe

wayyouare,shewon'tjudgenortrytochangeyou.

Babawillapproveagoodwomanforyou.Hewill

revealhimselfaroundherandherreactionwillbe

yourchoice.

Me:youhaveconfusedmeevenworse.

Mama:Iaskedyoutonameanythingyouwantas

yourrewardandyouchosethissostaywithit.

Myphoneringsandit'sMrsMchunu.Ianswer.

Me:Mama

MrsMchunu:Sabelo,canyoupleasecometomy



house?It'squiteurgent..

Withthatshehungup.IlookatMonalisawho's

busyfanningherselfwiththemirror.

Mama:go,whatevershetellsyouit'sthetruthand

handleitwithcare.

Iopenmymouthtoaskwhatdoesshemeanand

she'sgone.Idon'tlikethisonebit.Babawantsto

comeoutanditcanonlymeanonething,whateverI

willhearwillangerme.Idrinktheliquidtochannel

himdownanddrivetotheMchunuresidence.

Iparkmycarandwalkinsideandfindherseated

downonthecouchcrying.

Me:Mama,youcalledforme.



MrsMchunu:yesSabeloIdid.Howistheroute

issue?

Me:Iwouldliketobelieveit'ssolved.Howis

Bhekisisa?

MrsMchunu:he'soutofcomaandbeingtreated

butheisgoingtobechargedwithnegligence

drivingmeaninghe'sgoingtoprison.Hiswifeisnot

inagoodspaceafterlosingherchild.It'sachaos

andit'sallmyfault.

Me:whatdoyoumeanit'syourfault?

MrsMchunu:theancestorsareangryand

punishingmeforgivingthemawrongsurname.I

needtodothingsrightandtellthemtheirreal

surnamesothattheycangoanddowhatever

needstobedone.



Me:IhearyouMrsMchunubutnowI'mconfused

astowhat'sthatgottodowithme?

MrsMchunu:youarethekeytoendallofthis..

Me:Ibegyourpardon?

MrsMchunu:Sabelo,peoplearetalkingandatfirstI

thoughtitwasjustsillyrumoursbutnowIknow.I

shouldhavepreventedthislongtimeagoandnow

youarekillingeachother.

Me:uyakhulumakodwaangikuzwakuthiuthini!

(YouaretalkingbutIcan'thearwhatyouaretrying

tosay?)

MrsMchunu:(wipinghertearsandtakeoutanold

picturefromheralbum)thismanisthebiological

fatherofmychildren.



ShegivesittomeandIstandupasifafireburned

myhandsthemomentmyeyescomeincontact

withthemanshe'swithonthepicture.

Me:whatkindofsickgameisthis?Thisismylate

father'spicture!

MrsMchunu:yes,yourfatherwasworkingIn

Johannesburgbackthenandwewerecolleagues.

Wecheatedonourpartnersanditresultedin....

Me:youwanttotellmethatBhekisisaismybrother?

MrsMchunu:yes,ThembaandBafanatoo,my

husbandknewandhisrealintentionofhimleaving

thebusinesstoyouwasreunitingyouwithyour

brothers.Hewashopingthatyouwillworktogether

and..



IfIdon'tleavenow,babawilljumponthiswoman

andit'sgoingtobebloody.Isnatchmykeys.

Me:Ican'tstandthisbullshit!Bhekisisaisnotmy

brother,Irefuse!Gofindafatherforyourbastard

childrenuyekeukubhedelaubabawami!

Islamthedoorandruntomycar...

Tobecontinued.
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AMONTHLATER



SABELO

IhavebeenwaytoobusyandI'mgladthatkeptme

sanefromalltheupsanddownsandnew

revelations.NowthatIamdonewritingmyexamsI

canactuallysitdownandrevisitthisthing.

Somyfathercheatedonmymother?Whatkindof

anaffairthatresultsin4childrenandhidthem?IfI

amnotmistaken,Bafana,thelastbornis4years

youngerthanBongameaning...Aifuthithinking

aboutthismakesmeveryangry.Iamangrythatthe

ownersofthismessarebothdeadandleftmewith

atasktosolveit.

Iammadatmyfatherforbetrayingmymotherlike

thisandalsomadatMrMchunuforleavingmea

businessandneverstatehisintentionsclear.Iam

madatMrsMchunuwhoknewthetruth,sawthe



beefthattheWillbroughtbutstillkeptquiet,howI

wishshekeptherlegsthatcloseitwouldhavebeen

better.

Ihaveaddedsecurityinallmypropertiesbecause

she'sbeenanageversinceBhekisisawas

dischargedfromhospital,heisnowwaitingfortrial

andhealinginprisoncells.AsforZandile,I

anonymouslyarrangedabesttherapistforher,I

hopeshe'sgoingtobefine.

Ihavetemporarilycuttieswithalmosteveryone

includingthebrotherhood,deepdownIwish

MonalisatoldmeaboutthisbecauseIbelieveshe

knewbutforherselfishreasonsshekeptquiet.

HowcanIexpectapowerhungrymermaidtobea

honest?

Idon'tknowhowthisisgoingtowork,meand

Bhekisisabrothers?Okaytheothertwoarebetter

buthimandIarethesame,inkunziezimbiliazihlali



esibayeniesisodwa.

YesterdayIconfrontedmymotherwiththetruthof

whichshewasshockedtolearnthatIknowof.She

wasangryandaskedmehowcanIaskherthator

speaklikethataboutmyfatherbutlaterconfirmed

thatdadoncehadanaffairwithamarriedwoman

andshehopedthatheendedthings.

Unfortunatelyhedidn't,thataffairresultedin4

children.MarnIhateMrsMchunusomuch,Ihave

blockedallkindofcontactwithher,themanager

dealswithfinancesandher.

SfisoandSbongawalksintalkingaboutwhatever

theyarediscussing.Sbongaandmymomare

visiting.

Sfiso:(shaking)Sabza,longtimebroe.



Me:examshadmebyballsbutnowthat'soutofthe

way,it'sbetter.

Sfiso:I'mhappyman.HeardBhekisisaisbreathing

throughthewoundinprison.

Me:actuallythat'swhyIcalledyouhere.Abouthim.

Ineedyourprofessionalhelp.

Sfiso:okay?

Me:yeahIneedyoutogethimout.

Sfiso:(chucklingindisbelief)what?Youarekidding

right?

Me:isthejobabittoomuchforyou?ShouldIget

anotherlawyer?



Sfiso:woohSabzadudewhat'shappening,slow

down!

Me:(sighs)Sfiso,Ihavealotthat'sgoingonright

nowcanyoudothisformewithoutasking

questions?

Sfiso:fine,butyouowemeanexplanation,fullofit!

Me:andyouwillgetit.Ipromisewe'llgototheclub

andIwillfillyouupabouteverythingthat'sbeen

happening.

Sfiso:youbetter.Iheardtomorrowyouaremeeting

yourbankemployees?

Me:(smilinglookingatSbonga)yes,mybusiness

partnerandIaregoingtorevealourselves.



Sfiso:wellgoodluck.LetmegoandseewhatIcan

dowiththecaseyouaregivingme.

Me:thankyoubrayami,Ioweyou.

Weshakehandsandheleaves.Irestonmychair

andcheckonmyInstagram.Ihaven'tbeenactivein

awhilemaybe2weeks.There'sloadsof

notifications,Ihardlyfollowthepeoplethat's

followsmeshameandIknowit'smeanbutthenit

iswhatitis.

IcheckontheDM'sandcomesacrossamessage

fromKhanyisile'snewaccount.Shetoldmeabout

herinterview,toherherpassingitandtoher

actuallyworkingonthebank.Wow,I'mgladshegot

thejobwithoutmyinfluence.ThewayIhavebeen

sobusy,IevenforgotthatItoldheraboutit.



Igotohertimelineandwow,that'sthelookIprefer.

Nooffensebuteveryonehastheirpreferenceis

okay.Ilikecleanlykeptwomen.

Sbonga:sodad..

Me:yesbaby...

Sbonga:yousaidtomorrowwearemeetingour

employeesright?

Me:yes..

Sbonga:Iwasthinkingaboutgettingamoreformal

look,asuit..

Me:(laughing)howoldareyouagain?



Sbonga:12..butdadcomeon,Ineedtolookthepart

andthepeopleshouldknowandfeelthatI'mthe

nextCEOinline.

Me:Ilikeyourmindset,bossladyvibesalready.

Okay,let'sgoshopping.

Sbonga:(screamingandhuggingme)youarethe

best.Urhmonemorerequest?

Me:whydoIgetafeelingthatI'mgoingtoregret

this?

Sbonga:(giggling)it'snothingbigbutIwas

wonderingifIcouldhavemyowncreditcard?I

don'twanttoaskyoumoneyeveryminute..

Me:owhthat'sdoable.Iwillgetyouonedon'tworry..



Sbonga:daddyoftheyearawardgoestoyoushame

wenaNyambose..

Me:(laughing)aveuyiscamnganekaBongumusa!

Sbonga:(giggling)sohowmuchareyougoingto

putthereeverymonth?

Me:Iwillthinkaboutit.

Wegettothecaranddriveout.

KHANYISILE.

Ituckinmypowderblueshirtinsidemynavypencil

skirtandputonmyblackstilletoesinsidemybag.I

stillcan'tbelievethatIscoredmyselfahighclassed

positionintheworldclassbank?Iaman



investmentbankerthatearnsR475500peryear

,dividethatby12monthstogetmymonthlysalary.

Godisgoodforreal.Todaywearemeetingthenew

owners.Iamexcitedandnervousatthesametime

Idon'tknowwhattoexpect.Imeanrumorshave

beengoingaroundthatthebossishandsomesome

sayshe'sveryquiet,somesayhe'sanononsense

taker,somesayhe'skind.

Whateverthecasemaybe,Iamjustexcitedtomeet

themanwhodidthethingsandownsuchclassy

establishment.InfewmonthsIwillbemovingback

tojozibecauseit'sfarcomingfromhere.

IplugonmyheadsetandlistentometroFM

morningnews,Ialwaysdothateverymorningtobe

updatedaboutwhat'shappeningintheworldsinceI

don'thaveaTV.IraisemyheadandohGod,a

massivetrafficjustbeforeSouthgateinfrontofus.



Couldn'tthishappenonanyotherdaythantoday?

Wheremyfirstmorningisessential.10minutes

passwithusstuck,it'slikethecarsinfrontaren't

moving.ThefrustrationinmeisobviousandIwant

tocryatthispoint.Clearlythemeetingisonnow.

MyGodIamgoingtobesolate!Afterforeverthe

linesopensbutit'stoolate.I'mlate.NoIneedto

moveseriously,ifIwasstayinginNewtownI

wouldn'thavebeenstuckintraffic.

Iarriveatworkandrushtotheladiestofixmyself

wipingthesweatandputonmyheels.My

colleaguespassesmecomingfromtheboardroom.

Istoponeguy.

Me:hi,isthemeetingover?

Him:yeahbutthebossesarestillinthere.



Bosses?OkayKhanyisilegetagrip.Itakeadeep

hugebreathandcatwalktotheboardroom..

SABELO

Themeetandgreetbetweenourstuffwas

successful.IamhappyatmyHRteam,mostpeople

whoareworkinghereareyoungandblack.Other

racesareavailablebutmyaimistoimprovethe

blackyouthandgivethemtheopportunitiesthat

weredeprivedbyformeremployers.

Sbonga:wellthatwentwell..

Me:verywell,nowyouseethathavingmoney

meanshavingavoice,powerandauthority?

Sbonga:yeahit'samazingactually.Therespectit



comands....

ThedoorslowlyopensandKhanyisilewalksin

slowlyconfused.Shegreetsuslookingatshocked..

Khanyi:Sabelo,urhmwhatareyoudoinghere?

Me:(smiling)babygotothecarandtellthedriverto

getyouhome.

Sbonga:(smiling)yesdad..(whisperinginpassing)

she'spretty.

ShegreetsKhanyisileandwalksoutclosingthe

door.Ipushmychairbackandstandupwalkingto

her.

Me:Mamvelase..goodforyoutofinallyjoinus.



Khanyi:wait..don'ttellmethatyouownthisplace?

Me:(grinning)well..

Khanyi:(runningtomeandhugsme)ohmyGod!

Youdon'tseizetoamazemeeveryday!

Ihugherbackandgoshshesmellssogood.Idon't

knowifit'sexcitementorwhatbutshekissesme

butquicklypullsback.

Khanyi:urhmI'msorryIshouldn'thavedonethatI

guess...

Igrabhertomeandshuthermouthkissingher

deep.Goshherlipsaresotenderandsoft.Tosay

I'vebeendyingtotastethem.Ipickherupand

placeheronthetable,herlookmakesmeweak,my



handsgoestohershirtandunbuttonit...

Tobecontinued
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SABELO

Thekissisfastfilledwithemotions,hunger,desire

andlust.Ihavebeenwithnumberofwomen

recentlybutIneverfeelsuchchemistry.AllI've

everdoneisjustfuckandpass,fucktoreleasebut

withthiswomaninfrontofme,Iwanttotakemy



timewithher,Iwanttodevourandenjoyher

withoutanyrush.

MyhandsgoesunderherskirttoherpantiesandI

playwithherfolds,themurmuringbetweenourkiss,

fuck.

Khanyi:(whispering)waitwaitwait...

Me:ahwhyruinagoodmoment?

Khanyi:doyouhavecondoms?

Me:Idon'tbut..

Khanyi:thenit'snothappening.

Shesaysgettingdownandfixhershirt.



Me:what?Don'tdomelikethat..

Khanyi:uyafebawenaSabelo,Idon'tknowwhere

thatdickwassoIwon'ttakethatrisk.

Iswearthewayshesaidit,gotmecrackingupso

bad.Iwipemytearsandholdherhands.

Me:okayokayIunderstandandyouareright.Ihave

beencarelesslately..

Khanyi:exactly..

Me:mamela,cometothehouselater..let'sdoitthe

rightway,dinner,music,wineandthenyouasa

dessert?



Khanyi:(bittingherlips)mhmm..Sabelo,youknowI

justgotcleansedright..

Me:Iknow,relaxnothingwillhappentoyouorthose

aroundyou,Ipromise.Unlessyouareplanningon

galavantingaround...

Khanyi:ofcausenot..

Me:thenyouhavenothingtoworryabout.Later?

Khanyi:yesboss.Igottago.

Shekissesmeonelasttimeandleavestheroom.

Damnwoman!Irestonmychairandsmilealone.

Thatwasmassive.Igetupandgotomycardriving

straighttotheMchunuhousehold.



Drivinginherewakeupsomanyemotionsinme

butIhavetoactallcool.Ihavenochoicebuttodo

this,inHonorofmymother'swishesasshe'sbeen

beggingmetodoitforSbonga,Idon'twanttoher

togrowupanddatehercousins.

IfindBafanawateringthegarden,nowthatIlook

closeathim,hedoeslooklikeBonga,especially

withthatbeardonhim.

Me:Bafana..

Bafana:bhutiSabelo..

Weshakehandsandgoinsidethehouse.Hegoes

tocallThembaandtheirmomandBhekisisatriesto

getupusinghiscrutches.

Bhekisisa:whatareyoudoinghere?WhydoIgeta



feelingyouwanttodisturbourpeace..

Me:eiawukahleukuzenzaIfeelistwenauhlale

phansi,believemeIdon'twanttobehere.

Bhekisisa:thenwhatareyoudoinghere.

MrsMchunu:Icalledhimtojoinus.Sabelothank

youforhonoringmyinvite.

ShereplysittingdowninbetweenThembaand

Bafana.

Bhekisisa:mama,kwenzenjani?(Mother,what's

happening?)

MrsMchunu:mychildren,asyouallknowand

rememberthevideoyourfathermadebeforehe



pastaway,thatwasplayedduringthereadingofthe

willwhereheconfessedinnotbeingyourbiological

father.

AsmuchasIamashamedaboutthisbutIam

thankfulfortherespectyouallhaveme.Youdidn't

judgemenorquestionedme.Ihavebeentryingto

findawaytotellyouthis,IhadhopedthatIwill

finishmourningmyhusbandthentellyouguysyour

realsurnamebutthelongerIkeepquietthemore

thingsgoSouth.

Sabeloisyourelderbrother,hisfatherandIhadan

affairthatresultedinthebirthofy'all.

Them:what?

MrsMchunu:yourrealsurnameisMthethwa....



BhekisisalookedatmeandIstareathimbackas

thehousefellintoacomfortablesilenceeveryone

digestingwhattheyjustheard.

KHANYISILE

IcheckatmyselfaftergettingofffromtheUberand

walkinsidethehouse.Thesecuritydidn'tevengive

meahassleit'slikeSabeloinformedthemabout

me.

NomhleworkedhermagiconmyfaceIlooklikea

goddess.Iamwearingashortgoldonearm

glitteringdresswithblackheals.IchoseaBrazilian

razorcutweave.

Idoabreathingexercisebeforeringingthedoor

bell,I'msurethesecurityinformedhimthatI'm

comingup.Thecarsinthishard.Yesesonewould

swearthere'ssomemeetingofsomesort.



TheyounggirlImetearlieropensthedoor,she'son

somelongsweaterandiswalkingaroundonsocks.

Shesmilesatme.

Sbonga:hi,youaretheladyImetattheofficeearlier

right?

Me:urhmyeah,I'mheretoseeyourfather.I'mhis

friend..

Sbonga:(smilingandlettingmein)hisfriendright?

Youarebeautiful.MynameisSbonga..

Me:Khanyisile.

Sbonga:youarereallyarethelight,come.Gogo...



MaCele:yini?(whatisit?)

Sbonga:umnganikababaukhona(myfather's

friendishere)

InearlyfaintwhenIseethewomanseatedonthose

highchairknitting.HowcanSabeloinvitemeover

andnotwarnme?

Me:sanibona(greetings)

MaCele:yebomngani,wazewamuhle,uwumabani

kentombi?(Hellotoyoutoofriend,youare

beautiful,what'syoursurname?)

Me:nginguKhanyisileMthembu...(I'mKhanyisile

Mthembu)



MaCele:ohJamakaSijadu(clanname),oh

ungahlalanjentombiumnganiwakhouyeza(you

cansitdown,yourfriendiscoming).

Thisissowronginsomanylevels.

Sbonga:canIgetyouanythingtodrink?

Me:waterwillbefine.

Shenodsandwalkstothekitchen.NowIamleft

withthiswomanwho'ssmilingnonestop.

MaCele:ngiyajabulakeubonaumnganikaSabelo,

besengikhathazekilengithingizozengishone

ngingambonanga(iamhappytohavefinallymet

myson's'friend"IwasworriedthatIwilldienot

meetingher.



Sabelocomeswithbagsandsmirkwhenhesees

me.

Sabelo:Mamvelasesowukhona?(Youarehere

already?)

He'senjoyingthisandIwillgethim.

Sabelo:ma,ngiyabonasenibonene.Ngumama

waminendodakaziyamilena,mamanguKhanyisile

lonau...(ma,Icanseeyouhavealreadymet.This

ismymom,andmydaughterhere.Mom,this

KhanyisileNothando,my..)

MaCele:umnganiwakho,siyazi.Besashilo.Muhle

kodwaumnganiwakhondodana(Yourfriend,we

knowshealreadysaidthat,yourfriendisbeautiful

son)



Heblusheslikecrazy.Thisbighead!Wesitdown

andeat,babygirlistalkingandaskingme

questionswhilemagogoyenaistellingmetocome

visitKZN,whatdothesepeoplethinkIamtotheir

son?HeeJesu.

Sabelokeepsonwinkingatmeeverychancehe

getsandbrushingmytighsunderthetable.After

eatingItakethedishestothekitchen,hecomes

withplates.

Me:wenaSabelo...

Sabelo:shhhh,Iknow.YouwillpunishmewhenI

comeback.

Me:whereareyougoingto?

Sabelo:iamwalkingthemout,mydriveristaking



themhome.There'sanemergencyandmomwants

toseeherselfinherbedtonight.

Me:okay.

Heleavesmeputingthedishesonthedishwasher.

Sbongacomestosaygoodbyeandasksformy

number.Okaybabygirlrest.Igiveheranyway.

Theysaytheirgoodbyesthenwalkout.

Iwalktotheloungeandsitdowntakingoffmy

shoes.Iputonchanneland322andmyfavorite

songisplaying.Britneyspearsandthathotguyon

some-Makemesong..

I'mdreamingamileaminute'boutsomebody

Thisfeeling,Iwannagowithit,causethere'sno

way

We'rehidingawayfromthistonight,oh,thistonight



Cantellyouwantme

BythewayIseeyoustarin''crosstheroom,babe

Noshameinthegame,justcuttheshit,behonest

Yeah,youknowwhatyougottadotonight,do

tonight

Ijustwantyoutomakememove

Likeitain'tachoiceforyou,likeyou'vegotajobto

do

Justwantyoutoraisemyroof

Somethingsensational(ohyeah)

ThedoorshuttingstartlesmeandIquicklysitdown

andwatchSabelowalkingtome.

Sabelo:finallyit'sthetwoofus.

Me:whydidn'tyoutellmeyouhadvisitors?



Sabelo:youweren'ttogoingtocomeandbesidesI

thoughtIwasgoingtocomebackearlybutthe

meetingtooklonger.

Me:okaybutdidyoumanagetogeteverything

done?

Sabelo:yeahIguesseveryoneisuptospeedwith

whatishappening,justleftforustodigestthenews

andfindawayforward..

Me:soundshectic..

Sabelo:turnsoutIamanolderbrotherto3guysI

usetohatewithpassion.

Me:iyoo!



Sabelo:yep,butIdon'twanttotalkaboutthat

tonight..

Me:(blushing)whatdoyouwanttodo?

Sabelo:Iwanttokissyou,here(hekissesmynose)

andhere(myforehead)thencomehere(myneck)

thenlastlyhere.

Hesaystakingmylipsintohis.Irespondtohis

touchandhegetsmeontopofhim.Ourtongue

swirlinginsideeachothermouthshegetsupwith

mestillonhisarmsandwalkthestaircasetohis

bedroom.

REMOVED

THEFOLLOWINGDAY



Thesunhitsussonicelyfromthewindow,Idon't

knowwhattimewefellasleepbutIrememberhim

fetchingabottleofwineandsomesnacks.Wehad

somuchfun,himtellingmeabouthislifeevenhis

heartbreakbyhissweetheartandthedeathofhis

brotherofwhichstillhurtshim.

WhathurtshimthemostisthatBongatookabullet

thatwasmeanttokillhim,inotherwordsBonga

diedforhim,andthatisactuallywhatchangedhim

tobethiskindofperson,itfoundhimnursinghis

heartbreakfromhisexandmessedhimupeven

more.

Istretchmyarmstryingtofreemyselffromhim.I

taponhisarmbutwait,whyisitsosoft.Iopenmy

eyesandjesuschrist!Idon'tknowhowjumped

fromthebedtothefloorscreaming.Asnakehad

itselfwrappedaroundmewhatthefuck.



IcrywhenIrealizethatIhitthefloorroughlyand

hurtmyhip.IlookatthebedandseeSabelositting

uprubbinghiseyes,exactlywherethesnakewasat

Sabelo:baby?What'swrong?Whatareyoudoing

there?

Myheartisabouttocomeoutofmymouthright

now.Hegetsupandwalkstome,Iamcrying,

becauseIsawasnakeandalsobrokemyhip.

Sabelo:Khanyisile?Baby?

Hedoesn'tremember?

Me:Ibrokemyhip..

Sabelo:whatwereyoudoing?Iheardyouscream..



Me:urhmyeahIhadanightmare.

Sabelo:okayletmegetafirstaidkit.

Helooksgenuinelyworriedofwhichmakesme

wonderifhedoesn'trememberhimchangingor

what'shappeninghere?Bayangiloyastruu..myeyes

scanthewholeroomandit'sspotlessclean.Ifthey

arenotbewitchingmewhere'sthatpythonthatwas

cuddlingwithmefewminutesago?

Tobecontinued.
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KHANYISILE

Iholdontothecupofcoffeestaringintospace,my

mindcan'tgetoffwhatIsaw.IsweartoGodI

wasn'thallucinating.Lordpleasedon'tletmetobe

crazy,mykidsarewaytooyoungtohaveaskrr

skrrrmother.

ButthenIfIwasn'tcrazythenthatmeansSabelois..

aimarnhow'sthispossible?It'sonethingtoknow

abouthimbeingaritualistbuthimbeing

umamlamboitsanotherstory.Ontopofallthat,I

amstillhere,IstillgetgoosebumpswhenIthinkof

him.Whatdoesthatmakesme?AmIseriously

goingcrazy?

"Caretosharewhatgotyousodeepinthoughts?"



Hisvoicedisturbsme.Iputdownthecupandget

offfromthechairandlimpputingbackthemilkto

thefridge.

Me:Ineedtogo,trafficiscrazythismorningandI

havetochangeandbeatworkby10.

Sabelo:youcan'tgotoworklimpinglikethat.Take

adayoff..

Me:Iguessit'stoosoonformetomessaround

withwork,theoneIprayedsohardfor..

Sabelo:Khanyisile,IownthatplacewhenIsaytake

adayoffImeanthat,nooneelseisabovemyword.

Isighandkeepquiet.Arguingwithhimispointless.

Hewalksclosertome,Iswearformallooksso

muchgoodonhim,heshouldrockitalways.



Sabelo:canwetalk?

Me:about?

Sabelo:everything,Iknowyouhavelotsof

questionsaboutwhatyousawandIamreadyto

answeryouhonestly.Sofeelfree.

Me:Sabelo,Iwanttoknow,whenwewereintimate,

wasIsleepingwithyouor..urhm..

Sabelo:(smiling)youaresocuteyouknowthat?

Me:quittripping,yousaidweshouldtalk.

Sabelo:I'msorryIcan'thelpit.Noyouweresleeping

withme,howcanubabadoallthethingsIwas



doingtoyou?

Me:howdoesthiswork?Whywasitallovermelike

that?

Sabelo:okay,hewaswelcomingandscanningyou

andheapproves.Intermsofhowit'swork,he

protectsanddefendsme.

Me:I'mscaredofitappearingorharmingme

honestly.

Sabelo:itshallneverharmyou,infactitwillnever

appeartoyouagainunlesstoprotectyoufrom

danger.

Me:whatelsedoyouwanttotellme?



Sabelo:forstartersIdon'teatbreakfastortakea

bathwithwomen

Me:why?

Sabelo:there'saneverydaymorningritualthat

requiresmetodowithouteatinganythinguntil

lunchtime.

Me:sowe'llneverhaveromanticbathsandsexin

theshower?

Sabelo:showercandobutnotinabath,Iwilltell

youwhy.BeforeItakehimin,heusedtoliveina

pool,hispreviousownerbuildhimaroomwitha

pool.Soonceinsideabathtubhefeelstheneedto

playwithwater.Heisacleangentlemanandloves

watershame.



Me:(rollingmyeyes)youspeakasifit'syourfriend

orsomething..

Sabelo:(smiling)heismyfriend,myprotectorand

shield.Khanyisilelook.Iknowthatallofthisis

probablyalotfromyouandyouthinkthatyou

deservebetterofwhichistruebutIwanttoconfess

somethingtoyou.It'sbeensolongIfeltsopeace

andcalmlikethis.IlikedyoutheveryfirstmomentI

sawyouattheclubunfortunatelyyourfriendhad

markedmealready.

WhenyoumadeyourmoveoninstagramIwaslike,

that'smykindofwoman.Youmadeitinaclassy

way,straighttothepointwithoutaskingmeuseless

questions.WhenIpushedyouawayfrom,Iwas

worriedofruiningyou.

Itisyourboldness,brainsandbeautythatattracted

metoyou.Evennowlookatyou,standinghere.I

gottaadmitthatyouarebrave,theexactkindof



womanIneedbymyside.

Youlistenanddefinitelynotliketheothergirls..

Me:ohIamdefinitelyliketheothergirlsMr

Mthethwa.IlovemoneyandsoftlifebutnowI've

learnedtoworkforit.

Sabelo:yousee,that'sexactlywhatIamtalking

about.TherealnessandhowyoutookwhatIsaid

andworkedonit.Somewouldhavediscarded

thosetalksaside.Khanyisile,Idon'tknowwhatthe

futureholdsforusbutIwanttospendthe

remainingdaysofmylifehappyandchasingthe

lifetomyfullcapabilities.

Iwantyoubymyside,notasasexpartner,thatI

cangetfromanywomanouttherebutIwant

someonetobuildwith,someonestrong,

courageous,goaldriven,determinedandbeautiful.I



don'tseeanyoneelsewiththosequalitiesexcept

youMamvelaseomuhle,mylearnedcolleague.

Pleasetakemyhand,let'straveltheworldtogether

andbetheafricanversionofBonnieandClyde.Last

butnotleast,pleasedon'ttryandchangeme,Idon't

wanttochangeandleastofitallIdon'twanttogo

backtopoverty.Iamcomfortableatbeingrich.

Me:IneedtothinkaboutallofthisSabeloandget

backtoyou.IlikeyouyesandGodthechemistry

betweenusismassivebutthere'salotIwillhaveto

turnablindeyeintoandIneedtodoaself

introspectionifIwillbeableto.

Sabelo:that'sfairandIunderstand.Takeallthetime

youneedandwhenyouhavedecidedyouknow

wheretofindme

Me:ifIagreetobeyourBonnieinyourClyde,you



willhavetogetridoftheideaofsleepingwiththe

otherwomen.Iwillnotbesharingyousameasyou

won'tbe.

Igottagoandgetreadytoleave.

Sabelo:urhmmydriverwilltakeyoutothedoctor.

Me:thankyou.

Ileavehimdeepinthoughts,heshouldthinktwice

becauseIamgoingtobeputtingupwithalot,and

womenissomethingthatIdon'twanttodealwith.

THEMCHUNUBROTHERS

Bhekisisalimphiswaytotheseatjoininghis

brothersinthebedroom.Theyhaven'tspokenabout

thebombtheirmotherdroppedlastnight.



Bhekisisa:madoda,niyithinilendaba?(Whatdoyou

makeofwhatmomsaid)

Bafana:asshockingasitmay,Iactuallybelieveit

becauseIrememberthefirsttimedadbrought

Sabeloaround,Ifeltthiskindofconnectiontohim

youknow.LikeIlovedhischillandcalmvibes,nowI

understandwhy.

Bhekisisa:butthenhekilledourbrotherandthis

familythroughshit.

Bafana:youkilledhisfirst,youstartedthissodon't

actlikeavictim.Ifthere'sanyonewhohaveapower

toendthis,it'syou.Goapologiestohimbecause

believemehegotnothingtolose.Hedoesn'tneed

us,hecansomargoonwithhislifewhilemaking

oursalivinghellandthere'snothingwecando

aboutit.Youstartedthisshit,youendit!



Themba:asmuchasIhatetoadmitthis,Bafanais

right.Weprovokedhimandhestrikedback.It's

timeweendthis.Nomatterhowwerunawayfrom

thisorhowwelookatit,he'sourelderbrother,our

blood.Weneedhim,notonlybusinesswisebutto

sortoutoursurnameandconnectustotheright

undergroundgang.

Bhekisisa:(sighs)Ihearyoumybrothersandyou

areright.Iallowedgreedyajdjealousytogetinthe

way,Ishouldhavecalmeddown,tookastepback

andlookedintothisinabetterway.Whatdowedo

nowbecausewehavehurteachother'scornersso

much?

Bafana:Isaylet'sgotalktohim,haveaheartto

hearthonestconversationandpleaseBhekisisa,

keepyourheaddown.



Bhekisisa:Ihearyou,wherearewegoingtofind

himbecausehe'sallovertheplace?

Themba:gettheguywhogotyououtodprison,Iam

surehedoknowabouthiswhereabouts.

SABELO

IhavebeenstaringatthisfileIamnotgettingthe

words.Iamnotabletoconcentrateandit's

frustrating.Khanyisilewantsmetogetridofthe

womenbuthowdoIdothat?

RightthenMonalisaappearsonthechairopposite

mydesk.

Me:Iwillnevergetusedtoyourrudelyshowingup

style.Whatdoyouwant?



Mama:comeon,don'ttellmeyouarestillangry.

YoucalledformeI'mheretoansweryourquestion.

Irollmyeyesandlaybackonthechair.

Mama:whatshe'saskingforisreasonableand

understandable.Womenandtheirentitlementto

theirpartnersandchildrenisunderstandable.

Me:IgetthatbuthowdoIfeedubababecausehe

needsasacrificeeverymonth?

Mama:(lookingatherglassymirror)youhavetwo

options.Gethimofffromyouandbuildhimahouse,

notjustanybuthugehouseandgethimawife

everyyear.Meaningyouhavetomarrysomeone

elseforhim,morelikeasecretwifeforhimandhe

isgoingtosleepwithherthroughyou.Orpass

him/returnhimoverandgetbacktobelikethe

otherbrothers.Youwillberich,mightybutyou



won'thavethekindofpoweryouhavenow,youwill

stillbehighbutyouwillhavetodoahumanblood

sacrificeeveryyear.

Me:Macingwanesacrificedhimself,how'sthat

work?

Mama:therearetwooptionsforthat.Youchooseto

beimportentnotbeingabletogetintimatewith

womenatall,sacrificeyourseed,everytimeyour

wifefallspregnant,sheencounterasmiscarriage

andthat'sasacrifice.

Me:Ican'tputherthroughthat.Iwouldratherhave

themtakenofffrommestraightup.Notproduce

thematall.

Mama:that'salsodoable.Althoughitwouldstillhurt

hernotbearingyourkids.



Me:whatdoyousuggestIdo?

Mama:what'sonyourmindson,talktome.

Me:theoptionsarecrazy,Idon'twanttobean

ordinarypersonafterthehighpositionIhave

secured.Iwanttokeephim..

Mama:ifyouareplanningonhavingafamilywith

kidsaroundandkeepinghimhomeforgetit.Whydo

youthinkBongumusareturnedSbongahome?

Me:crap!!

Mama:Iwouldsaytaketheyearlysacrifice.It'sthe

betteroneandyoucanalwayschooseawaytodo

it,throughaccident,suicide,gunshots,yourchoice.

Youwillstillberichandacquireeverything.You

wantnormalcyandfamilythenthat'sthepriceto



pay.Eitherway,asacrificehastobemade.

Shelooksatherglassymirror.

Mama:yourbrothersareontheway.Bekind..

Withthatshedisappearsandmyphonerings.It's

Sfiso..

Me:brayami

Sfiso:TheMchunubrothersinsistedonseeingyou

andtheysoundeddesperate.Igivethemyour

location.

Me:it'scool,Iknow.

Sfiso:cool,areyouarmed?



Me:Iwillhandleit.

Ihangupandcheckthegunonmydrawerthenget

backtowork.Minuteslaterthereceptioncallsand

informmeaboutthemaskingpermissiontosend

themup.Igrantitandrestonmychairwaitingfor

them.

Theywalkin,leadbyBhekisisaandstandinfrontof

mydesk.Hetakesouthisgunsandputtheminthe

table,BafanaandThembafollowshim.

Bhekisisa:wecameinpeace.

Minutespassbywithmestaringatthem,Itake

mineoutandplaceitnexttotheirs.

Me:youmaysitdown.



Tobecontinued.

TheBachelor

Insert30

KHANYISILE

Iholdontothecupofcoffeestaringintospace,my

mindcan'tgetoffwhatIsaw.IsweartoGodI

wasn'thallucinating.Lordpleasedon'tletmetobe

crazy,mykidsarewaytooyoungtohaveaskrr

skrrrmother.

ButthenIfIwasn'tcrazythenthatmeansSabelois..

aimarnhow'sthispossible?It'sonethingtoknow

abouthimbeingaritualistbuthimbeing

umamlamboitsanotherstory.Ontopofallthat,I



amstillhere,IstillgetgoosebumpswhenIthinkof

him.Whatdoesthatmakesme?AmIseriously

goingcrazy?

"Caretosharewhatgotyousodeepinthoughts?"

Hisvoicedisturbsme.Iputdownthecupandget

offfromthechairandlimpputingbackthemilkto

thefridge.

Me:Ineedtogo,trafficiscrazythismorningandI

havetochangeandbeatworkby10.

Sabelo:youcangotoworklimpinglikethat.Takea

dayoff..

Me:Iguessit'stoosoonformetomessaround

withwork,theoneIprayedsohardfor..

Sabelo:Khanyisile,IownthatplacewhenIsaytake



adayoffImeanthat,nooneelseisabovemyword.

Isighandkeepquiet.Arguingwithhimispointless.

Hewalksclosertome,Iswearformallooksso

muchgoodonhim,heshouldrockitalways.

Sabelo:canwetalk?

Me:about?

Sabelo:everything,Iknowyouhavelotsof

questionsaboutwhatyousawandIamreadyto

answeryouhonestly.Sofeelfree.

Me:Sabelo,Iwanttoknow,whenwewereintimate,

wasIsleepingwithyouor..urhm..

Sabelo:(smiling)youaresocuteyouknowthat?



Me:quittripping,yousaidweshouldtalk.

Sabelo:I'msorryIcan'thelpit.Noyouweresleeping

withme,howcanubabadoallthethingsIwas

doingtoyou?

Me:howdoesthiswork?Whywasitallovermelike

that?

Sabelo:okay,hewaswelcomingandscanningyou

andheapproves.Intermsofhowit'swork,he

protectsanddefendsme.

Me:I'mscaredofitappearingorharmingme

honestly.

Sabelo:itshallneverharmyou,infactitwillnever

appeartoyouagainunlesstoprotectyoufrom



danger.

Me:whatelsedoyouwanttotellme?

Sabelo:forstartersIdon'teatbreakfastortakea

bathwithwomen

Me:why?

Sabelo:there'saneverydaymorningritualthat

requiresmetodowithouteatinganythinguntil

lunchtime.

Me:sowe'llneverhaveromanticbathsandsexin

theshower?

Sabelo:showercandobutnotinabath,Iwilltell

youwhy.BeforeItakehimin,heusedtoliveina



pool,hispreviousownerbuildhimaroomwitha

pool.Soonceinsideabathtubhefeelstheneedto

playwithwater.Heisacleangentlemanandloves

watershame.

Me:(rollingmyeyes)youspeakasifit'syourfriend

orsomething..

Sabelo:(smiling)heismyfriend,myprotectorand

shield.Khanyisilelook.Iknowthatallofthisis

probablyalotfromyouandyouthinkthatyou

deservebetterofwhichistruebutIwanttoconfess

somethingtoyou.It'sbeensolongIfeltsopeace

andcalmlikethis.IlikedyoutheveryfirstmomentI

sawyouattheclubunfortunatelyyourfriendhad

markedmealready.

WhenyoumadeyourmoveoninstagramIwaslike,

that'smykindofwoman.Youmadeitinaclassy

way,straighttothepointwithoutaskingmeuseless

questions.WhenIpushedyouawayfrom,Iwas



worriedofruiningyou.

Itisyourboldness,brainsandbeautythatattracted

metoyou.Evennowlookatyou,standinghere.I

gottaadmitthatyouarebrave,theexactkindof

womanIneedbymyside.

Youlistenanddefinitelynotliketheothergirls..

Me:ohIamdefinitelyliketheothergirlsMr

Mthethwa.IlovemoneyandsoftlifebutnowI've

learnedtoworkforit.

Sabelo:yousee,that'sexactlywhatIamtalking

about.TherealnessandhowyoutookwhatIsaid

andworkedonit.Somewouldhavediscarded

thosetalksaside.Khanyisile,Idon'tknowwhatthe

futureholdsforusbutIwanttospendthe

remainingdaysofmylifehappyandchasingthe

lifetomyfullcapabilities.



Iwantyoubymyside,notasasexpartner,thatI

cangetfromanywomanouttherebutIwant

someonetobuildwith,someonestrong,

courageous,goaldriven,determinedandbeautiful.I

don'tseeanyoneelsewiththosequalitiesexcept

youMamvelaseomuhle,mylearnedcolleague.

Pleasetakemyhand,let'straveltheworldtogether

andbetheafricanversionofBonnieandClyde.Last

butnotleast,pleasedon'ttryandchangeme,Idon't

wanttochangeandleastofitallIdon'twanttogo

backtopoverty.Iamcomfortableatbeingrich.

Me:IneedtothinkaboutallofthisSabeloandget

backtoyou.IlikeyouyesandGodthechemistry

betweenusismassivebutthere'salotIwillhaveto

turnablindeyeintoandIneedtodoaself

introspectionifIwillbeableto.



Sabelo:that'sfairandIunderstand.Takeallthetime

youneedandwhenyouhavedecidedyouknow

wheretofindme

Me:ifIagreetobeyourBonnieinyourClyde,you

willhavetogetridoftheideaofsleepingwiththe

otherwomen.Iwillnotbesharingyousameasyou

won'tbe.

Igottagoandgetreadytoleave.

Sabelo:urhmmydriverwilltakeyoutothedoctor.

Me:thankyou.

Ileavehimdeepinthoughts,heshouldthinktwice

becauseIamgoingtobeputtingupwithalot,and

womenissomethingthatIdon'twanttodealwith.

THEMCHUNUBROTHERS



Bhekisisalimphiswaytotheseatjoininghis

brothersinthebedroom.Theyhaven'tspokenabout

thebombtheirmotherdroppedlastnight.

Bhekisisa:madoda,niyithinilendaba?(Whatdoyou

makeofwhatmomsaid)

Bafana:asshockingasitmay,Iactuallybelieveit

becauseIrememberthefirsttimedadbrought

Sabeloaround,Ifeltthiskindofconnectiontohim

youknow.LikeIlovedhischillandcalmvibes,nowI

understandwhy.

Bhekisisa:butthenhekilledourbrotherandthis

familythroughshit.

Bafana:youkilledhisfirst,youstartedthissodon't

actlikeavictim.Ifthere'sanyonewhohaveapower

toendthis,it'syou.Goapologiestohimbecause



believemehegotnothingtolose.Hedoesn'tneed

us,hecansomargoonwithhislifewhilemaking

oursalivinghellandthere'snothingwecando

aboutit.Youstartedthisshit,youendit!

Themba:asmuchasIhatetoadmitthis,Bafanais

right.Weprovokedhimandhestrikedback.It's

timeweendthis.Nomatterhowwerunawayfrom

thisorhowwelookatit,he'sourelderbrother,our

blood.Weneedhim,notonlybusinesswisebutto

sortoutoursurnameandconnectustotheright

undergroundgang.

Bhekisisa:(sighs)Ihearyoumybrothersandyou

areright.Iallowedgreedyajdjealousytogetinthe

way,Ishouldhavecalmeddown,tookastepback

andlookedintothisinabetterway.Whatdowedo

nowbecausewehavehurteachother'scornersso

much?

Bafana:Isaylet'sgotalktohim,haveaheartto



hearthonestconversationandpleaseBhekisisa,

keepyourheaddown.

Bhekisisa:Ihearyou,wherearewegoingtofind

himbecausehe'sallovertheplace?

Themba:gettheguywhogotyououtodprison,Iam

surehedoknowabouthiswhereabouts.

SABELO

IhavebeenstaringatthisfileIamnotgettingthe

words.Iamnotabletoconcentrateandit's

frustrating.Khanyisilewantsmetogetridofthe

womenbuthowdoIdothat?

RightthenMonalisaappearsonthechairopposite

mydesk.



Me:Iwillnevergetusedtoyourrudelyshowingup

style.Whatdoyouwant?

Mama:comeon,don'ttellmeyouarestillangry.

YoucalledformeI'mheretoansweryourquestion.

Irollmyeyesandlaybackonthechair.

Mama:whatshe'saskingforisreasonableand

understandable.Womenandtheirentitlementto

theirpartnersandchildrenisunderstandable.

Me:IgetthatbuthowdoIfeedubababecausehe

needsasacrificeeverymonth?

Mama:(lookingatherglassymirror)youhavetwo

options.Gethimofffromyouandbuildhimahouse,

notjustanybuthugehouseandgethimawife

everyyear.Meaningyouhavetomarrysomeone



elseforhim,morelikeasecretwifeforhimandhe

isgoingtosleepwithherthroughyou.Orpass

him/returnhimoverandgetbacktobelikethe

otherbrothers.Youwillberich,mightybutyou

won'thavethekindofpoweryouhavenow,youwill

stillbehighbutyouwillhavetodoahumanblood

sacrificeeveryyear.

Me:Macingwanesacrificedhimself,how'sthat

work?

Mama:therearetwooptionsforthat.Youchooseto

beimportentnotbeingabletogetintimatewith

womenatall,sacrificeyourseed,everytimeyour

wifefallspregnant,sheencounterasmiscarriage

andthat'sasacrifice.

Me:Ican'tputherthroughthat.Iwouldratherhave

themtakenofffrommestraightup.Notproduce

thematall.



Mama:that'salsodoable.Althoughitwouldstillhurt

hernotbearingyourkids.

Me:whatdoyousuggestIdo?

Mama:what'sonyourmindson,talktome.

Me:theoptionsarecrazy,Idon'twanttobean

ordinarypersonafterthehighpositionIhave

secured.Iwanttokeephim..

Mama:ifyouareplanningonhavingafamilywith

kidsaroundandkeepinghimhomeforgetit.Whydo

youthinkBongumusareturnedSbongahome?

Me:crap!!



Mama:Iwouldsaytaketheyearlysacrifice.It'sthe

betteroneandyoucanalwayschooseawaytodo

it,throughaccident,suicide,gunshots,yourchoice.

Youwillstillberichandacquireeverything.You

wantnormalcyandfamilythenthat'sthepriceto

pay.Eitherway,asacrificehastobemade.

Shelooksatherglassymirror.

Mama:yourbrothersareontheway.Bekind..

Withthatshedisappearsandmyphonerings.It's

Sfiso..

Me:brayami

Sfiso:TheMchunubrothersinsistedonseeingyou

andtheysoundeddesperate.Igivethemyour

location.



Me:it'scool,Iknow.

Sfiso:cool,areyouarmed?

Me:Iwillhandleit.

Ihangupandcheckthegunonmydrawerthenget

backtowork.Minuteslaterthereceptioncallsand

informmeaboutthemaskingpermissiontosend

themup.Igrantitandrestonmychairwaitingfor

them.

Theywalkin,leadbyBhekisisaandstandinfrontof

mydesk.Hetakesouthisgunsandputtheminthe

table,BafanaandThembafollowshim.

Bhekisisa:wecameinpeace.



Minutespassbywithmestaringatthem,Itake

mineoutandplaceitnexttotheirs.

Me:youmaysitdown.

Tobecontinued.

*Sponsoredbyanonymous *

[01/24,17:54] :TheBachelor

Insert31

SABELO

Lookingatthethreeoftheminfrontofme,Iseemy

father'simage.HowdidImissthis?Likeheckthe

resemblanceistoomuchbutIguessitwasmissed



withcoincidence.Partofmeisexcited,Idon'tknow

whybutIguessit'sbecauseI'vealwayswishedto

havebrothershenceBonga'sdeathhitmehard,the

NyambosearmyandrightnowI'mlookingatthem.

Bhekisisa:(clearinghisthroat)

Nyambose,Dingiswayo.Sikonile,ngikonile,igazi

licithikilekungafanele.Sekwanele,ngiyazehlisafuthi

ngiyazithobaphambikwakhongicelaintenthelelo

ngithiyobe.Ngiyazikuningiokumelesindlulekukho

futhiukuxolisakwamiangekekubuyiseabafowethu

kodwasisanethuba,ithubalokucalakabusha

nokuhlelaikusasaelishanelinconokunaleliobaba

bethuabasishiyenalo.(Wewrongedyou,Iwronged

you,bloodhavebeensharedunnecessary.Itis

enough,Ihumblemyselfbeforeyouaskingfor

forgiveness.Iknowthere'salotthathappenedthat

weshoulddealwith,andthatmyapologywon't

bringbackourbrothersbutwestillhaveachance,a

chancetoafreshgreatstartthanthenoneour

fathersleftforus)



Bafana:engikucelayominauzwanonobambiswano.

UmasibambenesibuthenesingoNyamboseakekho

oyosithintangishonesizukulwanesethu(whatIam

askingforisunity,ifweareunitednoonewilltouch

usandthefuturegeneration)

Themba:kunjalo,umndeniuyaxabanakodwa

umndeniohlakaniphileiloofihlaamahlazoawo.

Isithasingenakalulaumasingazwani.Singabasola

obabakodwangiwuntuokholelwaesikhathini,ukuthi

yonkeintoinesikhathifuthiyenzekangoba

kwakudaliwe.IsikhathisokuthioNyambose

babuse,sesifikile.(Indeed,familyfightsallthetime

butawisefamilyhidestheirshenanigans.An

enemyfindsitseasiertoattackwhenafamilyis

divided.Iamafirmbelieverofthingshappeningon

therighttimeandthatthere'sareasonfor

everything.WecanblameourfathersbutnowI

believethatthetimefortheNyambosearmytorule

hasarrived)



Ibrushmyfaceastheirwordshitmedeepandrest

myarmsonthetable.

Me:ngiyanizwakantingiyabonga.Ngiyazikubiza

lukhuluukubanizehlisenizelapha.Namiangixolise

ngendlelaengithatheizintongayo,ububiobubodwa

abulungiizintokodwakesekwenzakele(Ihearyou

andthankyou.Iknowit'stookalotofyoutocome

hereandapologies.Iwouldalsoliketoapologise

forhowIhandledthesituation,twowrongsdon't

makerightbutithashappened)

Bafana:Iguesswecanreintroduceourselves.I'm

Bafanathelastborn.

Themba:Themba,the4thborn

Bhekisisa:Iusedtobethefirstbutyeah,I'm

Bhekisisathesecondborntoourfather..



Me:(smiling)Sabeloyourelderbrother.Iwon'tlie,

it'swon'thappenovernightthatIwilltrustyouand

letyouonmycirclebutIamwillingtotry.

TheyheaveasighandIgetupgoingtoBonga's

cupboardcomingwiththewhiskeyandglasses.

Me:thismarksasafreshstartforallofus.Iwill

arrangewithmymotherandshewilltalktothe

peoplefrommyfather'ssideandthenIcantake

youhomeforthatceremony.

Wedrinkandtoasttoafuturethatseedimbut

possible.

Me:umakungekhoenikwenzayo,ngingathanda

ningiphelezelesiyeerank,kunamadodaanginika

inkinga(ifyouarenotbusyIwouldloveforyouto

accompanymetothetaxirank,therearemen

givingmetroubles)



Bafana:ngingajabulakabi,kadengayigcinaIdrama

yaserank(Iwouldlovethat,Imissedthetaxirank

drama)

Westandupandtakeourgunswalkingoutofthe

buildingtothecars.Bhekisisarideswithmewhile

BafanaandThembaridetogether.

Silencefillsthecar.Ican'tbelievethis,meand

Bhekisisainonecar?Wondersshallneverend.

Me:howisZandile?

Bhekisisa:sheisrecovering,Iamhopingthatsoon

shewillbehome.

Me:Iamglad



Bhekisisa:whenareyougettingmarried?Youare

reaching40..

Me:youaresoundinglikemymotherrightnowbutI

amhopingsoon.There'sfewthingsIneedtosort

beforethat.

Bhekisisa:whenarewemeetingthefutureMrs,

that'sifawusonaisishimane.

Me:uyaphaphayong!

Hechuckleslightlyandlookoutside.

KHANYISILE

X-rayswererunonmyhipandluckilyformeIdidn't



breakmybonejusthithard.Iwasgivensome

ointmenttorubandsomepainkillers.

RightnowIaminsidethetaxitoBreetaxirank

whereIwillgettaxistoProteaGlen.Ikeepon

thinkingaboutwhatSabelosaid.Hiswordsare

ringingandtwistingonmyhead.

IloveSabelo,heckIlovehimjustthewayheis,rich,

arrogant,powerful,tall,handsomeandandand...I

don'twanttochangehimbutthenagaineix.My

phoneringsandit'shim.

Me:Sabelo.

Sabelo:thoughtyouweregoingtosayhellobaby

butit'sfine.Whatdidthedoctorsay?

Me:arghit'snotbadasithurts.Iwillbefineinfew



days.

Sabelo:thatgood,whereareyounow?

Me:IampassingNewtonjunctiontoBreetaxirank.

Sabelo:pleasewaitformeoutside,getofftheback

entrance.

Me:okay.

Isaymyshortleftandgetoffthetaxi.Iamwearing

histrackpantssinceIamlimpingthedress

wouldn'thavedonejustice.

NARRATED

Sabelodropthecallandlookathisbrothers.



Sabelo:majitaasijikenilaBree(gentlemenlet'sgoto

Bree)

Themba:kunanieBree?(What'shappeningatBree?)

Sabelo:somebigheadaskedmeifIhadagirlfriend

andIthitmethatactuallyIdon't.SoI'mgoingtoget

herethere..

Bafana:(whistling)let'sgogetourwifegents.Ei

Zuluawusinikeiskhiyandoda!(Zulugiveusakeyof

thistaxi)

Bhekisisa:nah,lethimdriveus.

TheyallclimbonthetaxiandtheZuluguydrives.

It'susually5minuteswalkbutwithataxiitwas2

minutes.Sabelospottedherstandingontheexit



andwithherphoneandhandbag.

Sabelo:theresheis.

Bafana:ohnguyeuManyamboselona.

Theyallgetoffthetaxiandwalkuptoher.

Sabelo:Dudluntombi(heygirl)

Bafana:zalaBantuziyebantwini

Bhekisisa:qomantombingafainhlambakanyoko.

Nowtheothertaxidriverspaysattentionand

Khanyiisblushinglikecrazy.



Sabelo:Nkosazaneemhlopheokwezihlababthi

zolwandle(beautifulasyouare,aswhiteaspureas

thesandsofthesea)

Themba:umamanobababalindewenaekhaya

ntombi..

Sabelo:Nkosazananamikangizenzi,ngenziwa

luthandoolusha'mangqanqu.

Kuhlekomlilowothathe,

Ngithathwaumsingawothandoongidlaizibilini

imihlanamalanga

Ngivuleleenhliziyweningingene

Ngifisaukubaimpukaneukuzeungiphunge,

Sengibunamatheobakhoubusongothando

Ngifisaukubaumoyaukuzengingeneezibilini

zakho,

Ungiphefumulengizengiguquleinhliziyoyakho

emnene..



Thembalami,thathaisandlaSami,ngesilungubathi

walkwithme.

EkhayabalindewenaMaMvelase.

Manjeuthini?

Heaskswithasmirkstandinginfrontofherand

thewhistlesatthetaxirank.

Khanyi:ungibukiselanikodwangabantu

Nyambose?(Whyareyoudrawingattentiontome

Sabelo?)

Sabelo:uthandomama,manjeuyangifakanoma

uyangikhipha?uyangifakaenhliziyweniyakhonoma

ungikhiphaosizinilokubaimpohlo?(It'slove

mommy,sodoyouputmeinyourheartortakeme

outofmiseryofbeingTheBachelor?)



Khanyi:yebo(yes)

Sabelo:yeboukuthini?(yeswhat?)

Khanyi:yesIloveyou.

ThewhistlesandhypeasSabelocelebratethebest

wayZulumendoes.Hisbrothersarethrowingall

theclansathim.HegoesbackandhugsKhanyi

andbabykissherlips.

Sabelo:phindaangizwanga?(Repeatagain)

Khanyi:Iloveyou,bythatImeanIacceptyoufor

thepersonthatyouare,andthatIdon'twishto

changeyouintosomeoneelse.ImeanthatIdonot

expectperfectionfromyou,justasyoucan'texpect

itfromme.WhenIsayIloveyouImeanthatIwill

loveyouandstandbyyoueventhroughtheworst



oftimes,itmeanslovingyouwhenyouareinabad

moodortiredtodothethingsIwanttodo.Itmeans

lovingyouwhenyouaredownnotjustwhenyou

arefuntobewith.

Bhekisisa:kodwaManyambosemasoqedazonke

izifungozomshadomanje,uzothiningempela

masekufikelolosuku?(ButMrsNyambosewhy

wouldyoufinishallyourweddingvowsnow?What

areyougoingtosayonyourweddingday?)

TheyalllaughandcheerupasSabelopicksherup

kissingher,claimingherinfrontofeveryone...

Tobecontinued.

(Anotheranonymoussponsor,guysthesponsorsof

thishousearedoingthemost,makingsureyou

dontstarveovertheweekend.

Let'sappreciatethemastheyalsoencourage



mmmetodeliverfory'all )

[01/24,17:54] :TheBachelor

Insert32

KHANYISILE

Whatislove?Irememberwatchingthispodcast

interviewbetweenUsherandPharrellWilliams,

whenPharrellaskedUsherhowdoeshedefinelove

hesaid"loveissacrifice,pain,patience,sharing,

understanding,andtacklesallthings"

IagreeintheallthatsaidbutIrefuseinthepain

part,lovedoesn'thavetohurt,whoeversaidlove

hurtwaswrong,loveissupposedtobringgood

vibesandfeelsonly.Yesobstacleswillalwaysbe

therebuttheyshouldn'tbethereasonwhyweare

together.



IfyouaskmeIwouldsaywhenwelovesomeone

weexperiencethesamepositivethoughtsand

experiencesaswhenwelikeaperson.Butwealso

experienceadeepsenseofcareandcommitment

towardsthatperson.

Being“inlove”includesalltheabovebutalso

involvesfeelingsofsexualarousalandattraction.

However,researchintopeople’sownviewsoflove

suggeststhatnotallloveisthesame.

DrivingbacktomyplaceinProteaGlenseatedon

thebackseatofhiscar,oneguyisdrivingforhim

becauseIrefusedgoingbacktohishouse.

Temptingthatmaybe,Ihavetofocusanddon'tget

tooexcited.

Ihavecomesofartoletmyguardsodowneasily,if

there'sanything,Idon'twanttomessupmyjoband



professionalrelationshipIhavewithhim,yeahhe's

theownerandallbutstill.Ifshipsinks,that'sthe

onlythingthatwillholdmeupandkeepmegoing.

Me:youknowIneverimaginedyouasthisromantic

guy,Imeanlookatus,wearetrending.Everyoneis

sayingtheywanttogotoBreetaxiranktomeet

yourkind..

Sabelo:(laughing)hahawellmykindisrare.Iama

limitededitionbaby!

Me:uyaphaphashame(youareforward)

Sabelo:(smiling)youmakeme,youknowwhenI'm

withyouMamvelaseIfeelsofree,Idon'thaveto

pretendtobesomeoneelse.Iknowit'sstillearly

daysbutIcansayyouknowtherealSabelo,the

onebehindallthesefancyshinysuits.



Me:(blushing)ohbutIlovetheSabeloonsuitseven

more..

Sabelo:(smirks)ohyeah?

Me:eyababy,youknowyougotthatthing,that

sauce,therespectandauthorityyourvoiceand

physiquedemandsistoomuchtobemissedand

it'sturnsmeonsomuch.

Sabelo:don'ttalklikethatplease,

Me:why?

Imovemyhandonhistighsallovertohisbriefs

andhehisbreathinghinchesIchuckle.

Sabelo:Iamgoingtoaskthisguytoturnthecar



backtoCenturionandhaveyoufuckedupsobadif

youkeepondoingthethingsyouaredoing.

Me:(laughing)okayI'msorry,Iambehavingnow.

Sabelo:(caressingmyface)youaresobeautiful,I

loveyourbigroundeyes,yourbushytrimmed

eyebrows,yoursharppointynose,anddamn,those

lips.Yoursmile,thosedimples..

Me:(blushing)pleasestop!

Sabelo:(kissingmyhand)Iwanttomakeyouhappy,

Iwanttotakeyoueverywherewithme,Iwantyouto

bemymanager,theCEOofmylife.KhanyisileI

believeMjolonyisedusbothindifferentwaysandI

don'twanttowastemoretimebusydating.Iwant

todoeverythingwithyouasmywife.



Me:soyaproposeryiniNyambose?(areyou

proposing)

Sabelo:(smiling)nah,iamjustlettingyouofmy

intentions.AssoonasImovethethingsIhaveto

do,IamclaimingyouofficiallyKhanyisile,wena

komeleuyophekelaisalukaziSami(youhaveto

cookformymother)

Me:Iwouldlovethatbutbeforeeverything,Iwould

loveyoutomeetmyfamily,especiallymydadand

kids.

Sabelo:ofcause,Iwouldlovethat.(smiling)mara

uyangifanelayazi,slendersamimadoda.Youknow

Istillfinditamusingthatthisflattummycarried

twokids?Wow,youarejustperfect,everythingis

onshape.Youarenotskinnybutmykindofmeal...

Me:wenaukhulumakakhulushame!(Youtalktoo



much)

Sabelo:uyangihlanyisanje,Icanseeuswalkinginto

thoseboardrooms,handinhand.Ahbaby,Beyonce

andJayZdon'tstandachanceonus.

Me:(laughing)youaresosweet.Sothoseareyour

brothers?

Sabelo:yeah,theNyambosearmy.(chuckling)you

knowit'samazinghowbloodspeaksforitself.We

justclickedasifweneverraisedgunsateachother.

TobehonestIamhappytohavethemasmy

brothersnowitwillbeeasiertodelagatesome

tasksandrolestothem.Speakingaboutroles,Ihad

sometimetothinkaboutwhatyouaskedme.

Me:whatdidIaskkonje?



Sabelo:thatifIwantyouasmyBonnieonmyClyde

Ineedtogetridoftheideaofsleepingaround.

HonestlyIneverloveddoingthat,Iamtheone

womankindofman..

Me:thenwhathappened?

Sabelo:whenIgotmyheartbrokenbysomeoneI

sawafuturewithIhatedwomenhonestly.Idon't

thinkthatIwasgoingtobeabletoloveandlaugh

withawomangenuinelylikeIdowithyou.WhenI

takeubabainme,oneofthetermswasthatIfeed

him,how?Sleepwithyouroldkind,theslays

queensandthepeopletheysleepwitheitherdiesor

suffersasevermisfortune.

Me:JesusChrist!

Sabelo:yepsoIhavelookedatmyoptionsgivento

meandIhavedecidedofgivinghimbacktothe



kingdom..

Me:atwhatprice?BecauseIknowthere'salwaysa

priceofbreakingrules.

Sabelo:theprizeIchosetopayisgivingawaymy

seed.

Me:what?

Sabelo:it'sbetterthatway,yesIwillstillberequired

todootherthingsbutitwillkeepmerichand

strongerbecauseIamgivingawaymylife.

Me:Sabelo,elaboratewhatyoumean.

Helooksatthedriverwho'sfocusedontheroad.



Sabelo:ehboy,IthinkIwilltakeitfromhere.Call

oneoftheguystogetyou,Ineedsomeprivate

momentwiththemadam..

Guydoesn'tevenhesitate,hepullsbythesideof

roadinLenasiaandgetsout.Sabelolocksthedoor

andlookatme.

Sabelo:itmeansthatIwillneverhavekidsofmy

own,meansI'vesacrificedthemonthecult.

Me:butSabelo,whatIfIwantfamilywithyou?

Sabelo:wehavetwoboysandonegirlpluswecan

alwaysadopt.

Me:isthatallowed?



Sabelo:yesitis.Pleasedon'tworry,thisisthebest

optionIfoundsuitableforme,forus.

Me:sowhenareyougoingtobedoingallofthis?I

meantheritual?

Sabelo:urhmaftermybrother'sceremony.

Ikeepquietandlookathim.Godwewouldhave

beautifulchildreninheritinghislooksmixedwith

mine.Hebrushmyarmlookingatme.

Sabelo:whatareyouthinkingof?

Me:Iamthinkingabouthowwouldthesexbelikeif

weweretodoithere?

Youshouldseehislipscurveintoasmileashe



gentlygetsmeontopofhim.

Sabelo:actually,Ilovehowyouthink.

Wekiss,softly,slowlyandtenderwithmyhands

wrappedaroundhisneck.Hiscarisbigandopen

insidesohepushesthefrontseatsclosingthem

andmovethemmorefurthertothedashboard,that

givesusmorespaceandroomtoundresseach

other.

Sabelo:areyoucomfortable?Don'thurtyourself..

HeasksasIpositionmyselfonhishardrockshaft.

Me:Iwillbefine.

ImoanasIfeelmyselfstretchtoaccommodate



himinsideme.God,hegroanspressingmeeven

deep.

Sabelo:(whisperingbitingmyears)youaren'tafraid

ofmyAIDStoday?

Me:shutup!Youtalktoomuch.

Ishuthismouthwithakissandstartworkingmy

waistontopofhim,thepainfrommyhipisthere

butIwon'tallowitruinthismoment..

FEWDAYSLATER

SABELO

SfisoandIaretalkinginthekitchenwaitingfor

Khanyisiletocomedownsothatwecangotohis



family'sdinner.

Sfiso:mynumberisonspeeddialincasetheold

mandecidetoshootyou.

Me:whywouldheshootme?

Sfiso:Idon'tknow,it'sinafather'snaturetohate

theirdaughter'sboyfriends.WaituntilSbonga

growsupyouwillsee.

Me:SfisoIthinkourbusinessisdoneherebuddy,

go..

Sfiso:(laughing)ifyousurvivethefather,herson's

willdothejob,plusyouknowhowprotectiveboy

kidsarewiththeirmothers.



Me:(pushinghimoutside)releasethefundsbackto

Bhekisisa'sbusinessaccountandshutup

Sfiso:canIbehonest?Iamsoboredthathe'syour

brotherandyouguysaremakingpeace.Iwas

havingplanswiththatmoney..

Me:wellputitback.Bye.

Iclosethedoorandshecomesdown,mygoodness,

there'ssomethingaboutreddressesonawoman.

Shelooksbreathtaking.

Khanyi:I'mdone,wecango.

Me:goodnessKhanyiyoulookamazing.

Khanyi:thankyoupapi,youlookhottoo.



Me:there'ssomethingmissingonyouroutfit,wait

here.

Iquicklyrunupstairsandtakediamondnecklace

andearringsIgotforheryesterday.

Khanyi:ohmyword..

Me:perfect,atrueQUEEN.

Khanyi:thankyoubaby.

Me:don'tmentionit.Asibangeneke.

Iplugherarmontomineandwalkoutside.



Me:pickyourfavoriteride.

Khanyi:Iamafanoffastcarssocanwetakethe

FerrariandcanIdrive?

Ithrowthekeysatherandgotothepassengerside

leavingherscreaming.

Me:areyoucomfortableatdrivingwiththoseshoes?

ImeanIsuckatdrivingwithsandalsandshe's

abouttodrivemybeastwithastiletto?

Khanyi:Ididn'tbuymylicensehun.

Okayma'am.Iputonmyseatbeltandrelaxaswe

hittheroads.Thetraumasheputsotherdriveson

theroadscracksmeupsomuch,there'sthisone



Auditryingtotakechances.Shewaitsforhimon

therobotsandwhenit'sopensshespeedslikea

lightning,Icheckonthemirrorandwow,Idon'tsee

itanywhereus.

LadiesandgentlemenIhaveadriver.Mypersonal

chauffeur.Wefinallyarrivesatherfamilyhouse.It's

actuallyanormalhouse.Herkidsrunuptoherand

shepicksthelastborn,that's4yearsandthefirstis

abitshyhe's8.

Wegreetherfatherwho'sonhisweelchair,Imakea

mentalnoteofgettinghimamoreadvancedand

expensiveone,theonethatwon'trequirepeopleto

pushhimaroundwithit.

Mthembu:it'sapleasuretofinallymeetyou

Nyambose.Iknewyoulovedmydaughterwhenshe

toldmeyouopeneduptoherabouteverything.Iam

aman,Iknowwedon'tdothattoanyone.



Hesaysthatafteralltheformalgreetingshave

beendonenowwearechillingoutside.

Me:IloveyourdaughterMrMthembuandit'sa

pleasurebeinghere,really.

Mthembu:imglad,Khanyisilehavebeenthrougha

lot.She'smyfirstdaughterandangifuningaye.

Umaekwehlula,mbuyiseleekhaya.

Me:Ihavenointentionsofhurtingher.

Henodsandlookatmycar,smilesabit.

Mthembu:howrichareyou?

Ichuckle,ididn'texpectthatquestionatall.



Me:filthy.

Tobecontinued.

[01/24,17:55] :TheBachelor

Insert33

KHANYISILE

ThedinnerbetweenmyfamilyandSabelowent

reallywell.Myfatherwelcomedhimwithwarm

arms.Itwasbeautifulwatchingthemsmoking

cigar,lolSabelogavemydadawholecigarimagine!

Idon'twanttomentionhimaroundthekids,heisa

naturalofwhichmakesmesosadthathewillnever

holdhisownbiologicalchild.Iknowit'sapriceto



praytohaveanormaldaylifebutit'sheavy,Ifind

myselftemptedtotellhimtokeepubabaonaslong

aswewillhavechildrenbutthenagainnayeubaba

withhisdemands.

Andyoucan'tbeguaranteedwiththesethings,they

keeponchangingeverynowandthen.Iamhoping

bythetimehereturnstodotheritualIwouldhave

fallenpregnant,wehavebeenverybusyand

withouttheprotection.It'scrazybuthedeservesa

childofhisown,heisnotperfectbutdeepwithin

him,he'sgoodhearted.

Sabelo:sobabe,Iwasthinkingthatwhenwecome

backfromhomewithmybrothersIbringSbonga

withsothatwecantakethekidsoutforsome

gamesandalittlebitofshopping...

Littlebit?SabeloisaweirdZulumanshamebutI'm

notcomplaining,Ihaveseenhis"littlebitof

shopping"andbelievemehe'sgoingtobuythe



wholesandtonmall.ButthenIwouldlovetomeet

thebabygirlandforthemtobond.

Me:Iwouldlovethatbutpromisemeyouwon't

spoilthesekidstoomuchSabelo...Iknowyou.

Sabelo:butit'snotlikewecan'tafforditbaby,let

thekidshavesomefun.OhIpromisedMichael

(firstson)anipad..

Yousee?!

Me:bathongSabelo!

Sabelo:what?Mykidsaregoingtoberichkids,

playswithcomputersandiftheygotboredgotothe

parkandicecreamdates.Theywillplaycricket,

rugby..



Me:msindisingivelelwe!WhataboutSbongababe?

Don'tyouthinksheshouldcomethisside?Idon't

wantyoutobeaperfectfathertomykidsandend

upneglectingher..

Sabelo:thatwon'thappen,thebigsisdoesn'twant

toleavehergrandmother.Maybeyoucanconvince

hertocomethisside.

Me:maybeifweconvinceuMacomethenshewill

cometoo.

Hesmilesreleasingonehandfromthesteering

wheelandtakemyhandjoiningwithhis.

Sabelo:youareamazingyouknowthat?

Me:(blushing)youhavetoldmeacoupleoftimes.



Sabelo:thiscomingweekendwearegoingdown

withtheguys,canyoupleasepleasecomewithme

sothatIcanformallyintroduceyoutoeverybody?

Me:howbigisyourfamily?

Sabelo:well,let'ssee,it's4ofusfromGauteng,

eachwiththeircompanionexceptBafanawho'sstill

playingaround,Thembawithhiswifeand2kids,

Bhekisisaandhiswife,meandyou.

Me:haibo...

Sabelo:thenbackhome,there'scousins,aunt's,

uncle's,nieces,nephewslikeit'safullhouse.

Me:yoohokay.



Sabelo:don'tworry,theyareamazingpeopleand

besides,Iwillbebyyoursidetoguardyouatall

times.

Ijustsmileandrestonmychairlookingatthefront.

Me:Ineedtogetfewthingsfrommyplace

tomorrowthenbeforetheceremony,whenarewe

leaving?

Sabelo:Thursdayafternoonaftereverybodyhave

knockedoff.IwillaskBafanatodriveyou..

Me:IcouldtakeataxiIdon'tmind..

Sabelo:nothappening.

Me:why?



Sabelo:imagineafterallthetrendswemadelast

weekthenyouareseenonataxi,girlfriendyami

yonkeemataxini?Howwouldthesedrivesrespect

me?

Me:okaythenyoucanalwaysgivemeoneofyour

cars.

Sabelo:Idon'tsharemycars,justlikemywomen.

Butforthisonce,Iwillletyoudriveonebutstill

Bafanawillaccompanyyou.

Me:(rollingmyeyes)Idon'tneednobodyguard.

Sabelo:whydon'tyoumoveinoncevele?Youareso

far.

Me:it'sneverhappening,youwantmydadto



disownme?

Sabelo:yourdadlovesme,hewon'tdisownyou,I

cancallhimnowhewillbelike"kulungilendodana".

Hemimicksmydad'svoiceandwelaugh.

THEFOLLOWINGDAY

NARRATED

BafanadrivesKhanyisiletoProteaGlencourtesyof

thebigbrother'sinstructions.Onthewaytheykeep

ontalkingaboutrandomthingsnjeanditisthen

thatKhanyisilelearnsthatbabybrotherismoreof

likeSabelothatwhyhetrustandloveshimsomuch.

Besidestheirmatchingpersonalities,guyisalsoa



christian,thewayhespeaksaboutfaithandGodis

justamazingtowitness,hepreachesunexpectedly

andyoudon'tgetboredbutinsteadfindyourself

intriguedandaskyourselfquestionsaboutyour

lifestyle.

TheyfinallyreachProteaGlenandfindsNomhle

washingwindows,sheisonhershortsandsports

bra.Bafanagreetsandstandoutsidethecarwhile

Khanyisilegoesinsideherroom.Nomhletailsher.

Nomhle:girl!

Khanyi:yessweetheart?

Nomhle:whydidyounevertellmethatyour

brothersinlawarethathot?

Khanyi:(laughing)bathongNomhle,Ithoughtyou



thatwasanobviousfact,Sabeloishotso..daa.

Nomhle:andthisone?Whoishe?

Khanyi:ohhisnameisBafana,thelastborn

Nomhle:aigirlmnikeamanumberamingiyamfuna

shame!(Aigirlpleasegivehimmytens,Iwanthim)

Khanyi:aibobabygirlrest!Andbesidesyouare

twodifferent.

Nomhle:oppositeattractsmoghurl,everheardof

thatsaying?

Khanyi:whatever,Iwillgivehimyournumber..

Nomhle:KhanyisileI'mserious!



Khanyi:soamI.IgottagobeforeIgetlateatwork

Nomhle:oho,youaredatingthebossmoes.

Khanyistuckhertongueoutandgoesbacktothe

car.NomhlewavesatBafanaandhewavesback

smiling.Theyhittheroad.

Bafana:whoisshe?

Khanyi:ohshe'sthegirloccupyingherparent's

house.

Bafana:wow,she'shot,Ididn'tgetclosertoherbut

fromadistanceIcouldpickthatup.

Khanyi:that'sagoodthingbecausenayeshe's



charmedshame.

Bafana:(smiling)serious?

Khanyi:yep,sheaskedmetogiveyouhertens..

Bafana:sowhatareyouwaitingfor?Forwardthem

kwangoku!

Khanyi:(shakingherheadtakingoutherphone)

men!

Bafanachucklesandcontinuedriving.

DURINGTHECEREMONY

Allthebrothershavebeenwelcomedand

introducedtotheMthethwaclan,relativesand



ancestors.Theyareallwearingtheirfamouscow

wristbands.

Sabeloiswithothermeneatingmeatbuthekeeps

onlookingatKhanyifromadistance.Khanyi's

motherinlawandSbongawelcomeherwithwarm

armsbutasforsomeaunt'sandcousinswell,

especiallythegirlswhothoughtsinceSabeloisthe

bachelortheystoodachance.Unfortunately.

BhekisisaintroduceZandilewhohavebeenawful

quitethewholetripfromJoburg.Theyusedone22

seaterbustotravelandshesawSabeloonceand

didn'tsaymuch.

Bhekisisaintroducehertohisbrotherandgetcalled

byoneoftheaunt'sbackinthehouse.Zandileis

nowleftalonewithSabelointheshackwherethey

keepthemeet,traditionalbeerandall.



Zandile:SabeloMthethwa..

Sabelo:(smiling)that'sright.

Zandile:(chucklingbitterly)youthinkyouhaveitall

coveredandsortedhuh?

Sabelo:Ibegyourpardon?

Zandile:Iknowwhoyouareandwhatyoudid!The

doctorhypnotizedmetoregainmymemory!

Sabelo:ohreally?Goodforyou!

Zandile:Iamgoingtotellmyhusbandeverything,

allofthislittlebrotherhoodnonsenseisgoingto

end!Hewon'tletyougetawaywithknowingyou

killedhisbaby.



Sabelo:pleasebemyguest.Likegoahead,goin

thereandtellhim,youthinkIcareaboutyouand

yourstupiddeadbaby?Igotnothingtoloose,even

ifBhekisisagoesbackintohatingmeanginandaba!

Butasforyoubabygirl,huh,whatdoyouthinkis

goingtohappentoyou?Himknowingthatyouopen

thatfatthighsforhiselderbrotherhuh?Doyou

thinkhe'sgoingtoloveandlookatyouthesame?

Zandileswallowhardandblinktwice.Shethought

Sabelohavechangedbutnotabit.

Sabelo:youknowwhat'sgoingtohappen?Hewill

beangrybutgetoveriteventually,Imeanwe

managedtoforgivethebloodwesplitsyouthinka

whorelikeyoucandoworse?

Letmetellyouwhat'sgoingtohappen,hewillfile

foradivorceandIwillmakesureIgethimSfiso,



youknowhe'sthebestinthecountryright?Hewill

takeyoutocleanerandyouwillgobackto

Hammaskralwithonlyyourunderwearandtheni,

ashisbigbrotherIwillaccompanyhimtothereed

dancewherehewillpickanotherwife,avirginof

causeandsettledown.Haveyouseenhow

beautifultheladiesarethisside?

Zandile:(teary)youaresuchamonster!Ican'twait

forthedaykarmavisitsyouandyougettopayfor

allyourevilways?!.

Sabelo:karmadoesn'texist,sodon'tholdyour

breath!Youmightsuffocate!

Tobecontinued.

*SponsoredbyS.Maepa *

[01/24,17:55] :TheBachelor



Insert34

(Notedited)

NARRATED

Sabelolefttheshackandwenttothetaxi.He

neededamomenttojustcooldownandthink.Heis

stillsurprisedthatZandileregainedhermemory,

mxmwhyonearthdidhebotherpayingforthat

expensivedoctorforher?

Heshouldhaveleftherlikethat,goingcrazyinthat

governmenthospitalbuthethoughthewasdoing

rightbyhisbrotherastheyaremakingpeaceand

hereversedthecursebutnowZandileisprovingto

beanuisance.

He'snotworriedabouttherelationshipbetweenhim

andBhekisisaalthoughhe'sstartingtolikeit,

havingsomeonetoleanonissofuckenamazing.



Heisabitworriedaboutherspeakingtowrong

people.It'snotasecretthatheisrichandgot

enemieseverywherebecauseatsomepointhehurt

cornersbut..

Rightthenawaveofwaterhithimandheknew

whatitmeans,Monalisaishere.Hebowsalittle

andturnstolookatherbehindhim.

Mama:youdon'thavetoworryabouther,she

knowswhatastakeandwon'ttalk.Goingback

homeisn'tanoptionforhersoshewon'triskthat...

Sabelo:sowhythedramaandtratrums?

Mama:sheisinlovewithyou..

Sabelo:what?Shecan'tbeinlovewithme!No!Is

shecrazy?Shehasnoreasontobeinlovewithme!



Mama:(chuckling)yougivethesewomenmultiple

orgasmsandexpectthemnottogopsycho..

Sabelo:butyenangamrobhanjelasttime(butI

robbedherlasttime)

Mama:clearlylomrobhozowakhobomnandi

becauseshecan'tstopthinkingaboutyou

Sabelo:whatdowedobecauseIdon'twanther

causingdrama?

Mama:mhmm,weneedtoremindherwhyshe's

withBhekisisaagain.

Sabelo:andhowdoyouplanondoingthat?



Mama:(lookingatherglassymirror)leavethatto

me.Herecomesyourwoman.Smile.

ShedisappearsandSabeloseeKhanyisilewalking

tothecarwithaplateoffood.Suddenlyhiswhole

moodchangesforbetter.

Khanyi:Ididn'tseeyoueatingandIwastoldthat

youarehere.

Sabelo:(smiling)kodwabengingabonwangubani?

NgiyabongaMamvelase(thankyouforthinkingout

forme)

Khanyi:everythingwentwell,yourbrothersare

happy.

Sabelo:Iamalsohappy,Ihopeandbelievethatthis

isafreshstartforusasafamily.



Khanyi:yeah,whenarewegoingbacktoJoburg?I

needtogohome,Michaelcatchastomachbugbut

mystepmomtookhimtoclinicand..

Sabelo:we'llleaveearlytomorrowmorningbutwe

canevenleavenow..

Khanyi:nono,finisheverythingyouneedtodowe'll

gotomorrow.Iamsurethemedstheygavehimwill

helphim.

Sabelo:okaybutIwilltakehimtothedoctorwhen

wearrive.

Khanyi:noneed.Medicationisthesame.

Sabelo:Idon'twanttoargueyouaboutthis,mykids

deservenothingbutthebestespeciallywhenit's



comestotheirhealth.Youwillhavetogivemeyour

detailsandtheirssothatIcanaddthemonmy

medicalinsurancecard.

Khanyi:babe,wearenotevenmarriedbutyouare

makingdrasticchanges..

Sabelo:inmymymindandsoulIamalreadyyour

husband,soallowmetodomydutiesinpeace..

Khanyi:(smiling)Iloveyou.

Sabelo:Iloveyoumore.Nowcomekissme.

Khanyiblushesandtheyshareashortkissandshe

goesbacktothehouse.

KHANYISILE



I'mgladthatit'sfinallyanevening,Iamsotiredbut

atleasteverythingisdone,thewashingofdishes

andpotsyoohhai.

IaminSabelo'sbedroomwithSbongaseatedin

frontofthemirrortryingbennyandBettyhairstyle.I

finishapplyinglotiononmybodyandgoestoher.

Me:letmehelpyouwiththat.

Itakethecombfromherandopenlinesonherrich

blackhair.

Me:soyourgrandmaandIhadatalkandwecame

toaconclusionthatatthebeginningofthisnew

comingyearyouarecomingtostaywithus,bothof

you



Sbonga:(huggingmylegsexcitedly)yaaay!Thank

youfortwistingthatwoman'sarmaboutmoving

here.Yoohfinally!

Me:it'wasn'teasierandshekeptoninsistingthat

everymonthshewillcomeandvisitherebecause

shedoesn'ttrustthepersonshewillleavebehind.

Sbonga:grandmaneedtorest.Don'tworryshewill

loveitthere.Ican'twaittomeetyourkids,theyare

soadorable.Juniorlookmixedracethough.

Me:hisfatheriswhite.

Sbonga:ohnowit'smakessense.Ifyoudon'tmind

measkingwhereishe?

Me:Idon'tknow,Idon'tevenknowifhe'sstillalive

orwhat.HeneverreachedouteversinceItoldhimI



waspregnant.

Sbonga:thatsucks.I'msorry.

Me:it'sokay,thatwhyyouneedtomakesureyou

playfarawayfromboysandmjolountilyouare

marriedbecauseboyswillhurd(hurt)you.

Sbonga:myfathercankillme,hetrustmesomuch.

Ican'tdisappointhim.

Me:hewantsthebestforyouandknowsthatyou

areverymuchcapableofdelivering.Youlack

nothingSbonga,yourfocusshouldbemainlyon

yourbooks.

Sbonga:yeah,Iamhappythatyouarehereandinto

myfather'slife.Ireallyyearnedforthesekindof

conversationsandnowthatIamhavingthemit's



feelssounreal.

Me:Idon'tknowwhatthefutureholdsorhowit

lookslikebutIpromiseyouthataslongasyour

fatherandIarestilltogether,Iwillalwaysbehere.

Sbonga:thankyou,forgivingmyfatherachanceto

family,abigfamilywewillhave.

ShehugsmeandIbrushherback.Thedooropens

andSabelowalksin.

Sabelo:thatlookscosy.WhatdidImiss?

Sbonga:nothing,justgirlstalk.Thanksforthe

hairstyleMamKhanyi,I'mofftosleep.Goodnight

dad.



Sabelo:goodnightbaby.

SheleavestheroomandSabelolooksatme

smiling.

Me:(blushing)what?

Sabelo:(kissingmyforehead)thankyou.Let'srest,

wehavealongwaytogotomorrow.

AFEWDAYSLATER

SABELO

Iputthewheelchairontheboottogetherwiththe

boysbicyclesandclosedtheboot.Khanyisilecame

withherhandbag.



Khanyi:I'mreadytogo.

Me:great,Ihaveloadedeverything.Sendmylove

andgreetingstotherestofthefamily.Iwillsee

themsoon.

Khanyi:okay.

Me:baby,Iwillbefine.

Khanyi:(breakingvoice)IamjustscaredSabelo,

whatifsomethinggoeswrongandyoudon'tcome

back?

She'stalkingabouttheritualthat'shappening

tonight,retuningbackubabaandhavingmyseed

castrated.



Me:(holdingherhands)Iwillbefine,don'tthink

aboutthisandfocusonyourfamily,work.Iwillbe

backbeforeyouknowitandthenwewillstartthe

processoflobolanegotiation.

Khanyi:thewholethingisscaryanddeep.Going

intothecoffinforhours,whatifyoudon'tcome

backand..

OkayIshouldn'thavetoldherthedetailsnowlook.

Me:baby,Ineedyoutobestrongformeokay,I

havedonethisbeforeandcameoutfine,Iwillbe

fine.

Shehugsmesotightandfeelingherhotskin

againstminesendsshiversdownmyspine.

Khanyi:(kissingmylipsteary)comeback,Iloveyou,



weloveandneedyou.

Me:Iwillbeback,nowgo.

Iopenthedoorforherandthegate.Shereverses

andhootwhenout.Isighandgoesbackinsidethe

housetoprepareforthetriptoPretoria.

LATERTHATDAY

SabelostoodinfrontofMamanaked,hisbody

smearedwithblackandredmuthion.Monalisawas

busystirringupthebigpotthatwasboilinglike

crazyinthemiddleoftheroombusypouringstuff

inside.

Shegotupandwenttoopenupthecoffin,

sprinklingsomeofthemuthiarounditandgavethe

resttoSabelotodrinkit.



Monalisa:ready?

Sabelo:likeIwilleverbe.

Monalisa:thisisapointofnoreturn.Drinkup!

MEANWHILE...

Khanyisilewasunabletosleep,shekepton

checkingherwatchandcellphone.Shestoppedso

manytimesfromcallingSabelobutrightnowshe

couldn'tdoitanymore.Shedialedhisnumber.

"SabeloMthethwahere,Iamnotavailableatthe

moment,pleaseleaveyournameandnumberIwill

callyouback".



Khanyi:Sabelo,IjustwantyoutoknowthatIlove

yousomuchandIamthinkingaboutyou.Inever

thoughtIwouldeverbethisscaredofloosingyou

likethewayIamrightnow.Iamgoingcrazy.

Pleasetellmeyouareokay,youcan'tleavemenow,

notwhenI'vejustfoundmyhappiness,please

comeback.

Shedroppedthecallandburiedherfaceonthe

pillowastearsstreameddownherface.Shewas

shitscaredandtothinkthathe'sgoingtobeaway

for12hoursdoesn'thelp.It'sonlybeen4hoursbut

yeses.

Sheplugsinherheadsetandlistentosomegospel

music,sheisevenafraidofprayingbecausewith

thelifetheylead,shedoesn'tknowifGodwillstill

hearherprayers.Heprobablyblockedthem

becausetheyaresinners.

Shefinallymanagestofallasleepaftertossingand



turning.Around3amasharppainkickonherlower

abdomenwalkingherupfromhersleepscreaming..

Khanyi:Mama!Baba!

Shecriespainfullyasshesawbloodgushing

throughherlegs.Herstepmomand17yearold

fatherrushesinsidetheroomafterhearingher

screams.

MrsMthembu:ohKhanyisile!Callanambulance!Sit

upmybaby,situp.

HOURSLATER

Sabeloopensuphiseyesandrealizethathe'son

hisbed,hishouse.Hedoesn'trememberwhendid

hegotbackbecausewhenhecameoutofthe

coffinhewastakentothesteamsessionand



passedoutduringtheprocess.

Hisheadisabitheavieranddizzy,hereaches

underhispillowandfindhisphone.Heswitchiton

andjumpsatthetime.Fuck,3pm!Hesleptthe

wholeday!Hisbodyisinchingwithpain,messages

comefloodingtohisphoneincludingthevoicemail

Khanyisilelefthim.

Thelastmessagefromherwassentbyhersister

informinghimthatshe'satthehospital.Hecallsher

backandthephoneisonvoicemail.Hekickshis

blanketsandputonhisclothes.Hecan'tbathuntil

thenextday.

Hedriveslikecrazytothehospitalbusyasking

himselfwhathappened.Themomenthearriveshe

pusheseveryoneoutofhiswayuntilhefindsthe

doctorwhoisattendingKhanyisile,hetellshim

aboutKhanyisilesufferingamiscarriage.



Hisheartsinkssodeepbeatingfast.Hebrusheshis

facetostoptearsfromfallingandwalkslowlyto

herward.

Shequicklysitsupwhensheseeshimbuthetells

hertorestandtheyshareatighthugfordearlife.

Khanyi:(tearybrushinghisface)youcameback?

Sabelo:Ipromisedyou.Whathappened?Whyare

youhere?

Khanyi:Sabelo..

Sabelo:Ithoughtyouwereonpill,what'sgoingon?

Howdidyoufallpregnant?



Khanyi:allIwantedtodowasgiveyouyourown

baby,yourownchild.

Sabelo:(glassyeyes)youcan'ttrickthekingdom

Khanyi,themomentIdeclaredthatdecisionitwas

done..

Khanyi:(crying)I'msorry,Ijustwantedyouto

experiencethejoyofholdingyourownbaby..

Sabeloswallowshardandrealizehowmuch

Khanyisileloveshim.Hetakeshertohischestand

brushherbackkissingherforehead.

Sabelo:it'sokay,wewillbefine.Pleasedon'tcry,

please..

Tobecontinued.



(ThankyouforparticipatingintheQ&Awehad

earlier.Itwasgoodengagingwithyou)
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KHANYISILE

Everwantssomethingforsomeonesobadandit

doesn'thappen?HereIam,hurtthatSabelowon't

haveakidofhisownotherthanthefactthatIjust

lostmybaby.Ihearthewholeadoptionntonintoni

buthisownfleshandbloodwouldhavebeenso

lovely.Someonetorunhislegacywhenhe'sgone

becauseyesSbongawilltakeoveronedaybutwe

allknowthatshe'sgoingtogetmarriedandtake

someoneelse'ssurname.

Thedooropensandhewalksinwithatrayof



breakfast.Thesmellfromadistanceisverymuch

appetizing.Yesterdayafterbeingdischargedwe

camebackstraighthereandwehavebeencuddling

allnight.

Me:(sittingup)thatsmellsgreat.

Sabelo:goodmorningma'am.Ijustwantedtocheer

youup.Howareyou?

Hekissmyforeheadplacingthetrayonthebedside

tableandgettingintobedwithme.

Me:I'mokayandfeelingbetter,plushungry.

Sabelo:please,digin.

Itakefewbitesandmhmm.Sodelicious.Itryto



feedhimthenrememberthathedoesn'teat

breakfastandpullbackthefork.

Sabelo:(chuckling)pleasefeedme.

Me:whathappenedto"Idon'teatbreakfast"?

Sabelo:withubabareturned,Iamnowallowedtodo

fewthingslikeeatingbreakfastalthoughI'mnotso

usedtoitbutyeahfortodayIcantrywithyou.

Me:really?Thatissocool!Sonowwecanhave

thoseintimatebathstogether?

Sabelo:(laughing)yeswecan..

Me:okay,openyourmouthke.



Sabelo:(shakinghisheadlaughing)I'mtheone

who'ssupposedtobedoingthattoyou.

Me:I'mnotsickbabe.

Sabelo:Iknow,lookbabeIwantyoutoknowthatI

trulyappreciateyourpresenceinmylife.Iamsorry

thatyouhadtofallinlovewithamanlikemewho

hassomuchcomplications.IamsorrythatIcan't

giveyouyournormalkindoflifethatyoudeserve

butIneedyoutoknowthatIloveyouandIwilldo

everythinginmypowertokeepyouhappy.

Me:Sabelo,don'tblameyourself.Iagreedtothis

unionknowingthatitwon'tbeeasy.Ijusttooka

gambleanddidn'tworkout.Don'tbeatyourself

aboutit.Ihaveacceptedandit'sfine.Aslongaswe

haveeachotherandourkids,we'llbefine.

Sabelo:(kissingmyforehead)Iloveyousomuch,



andwhatyoudidshowedmehowbraveyouare.I

askedBhekisisatodraftalettertoyourfamilyto

askyourhandinmarriage,Ican'twaittomakeyou

mine,officially.

Me:Iamyoursalready.Justgivemeadayortwoto

grieveIwillbefine.

Sabelo:Iamnotrushingyou,takeallthetimeyou

need.Enjoyyourbreakfast,Ineedtorespondto

tonsofemailssinceIhavebeenawayforawhile.I

willseeyou.Callmeifyouneedanything.

Hegetsoutfrombedandkissesmylipstakinghis

phoneleavingthebedroom.Ifinisheatingandput

thetrayasideandsitsinfrontofmirror.Isighand

takeoffthedoekIamwearing.

Me:youarestrong,youarebeautiful,youare

amazing.Sabelo,thekidsneedsyou.Youarethe



gluethatholdsthisfamily.Strongwallsdoshake

butnevercollapse.

SABELO

MyemailsarefloodingwithtonsofmessagesI

thinkit'stimeIgetmyselfaPA.There'salottodo

andthere'sonlyoneofme.ThingisIjustdon'ttrust

anyonesoIwillhavetomanagebymyselffornow

untilKhanyigetsbetterthenIwilldelegatesomeof

theworktoher.

Oneemailbrightensmyday,fromtheUniversity,

finallyI'vecompletedmycourseandpassedmy

exams.Yourguyisontheroadtograduation,how

awesomeisthat?Finallywillgettowearthatgown.

ThedeskshakesandIknowwhatthatmeans.Irest

backonmychairandstareattheoppositechair

whereMonalisamakesherselfcomfortableat.I



don'tbowbutclickmytongue.

Monalisa:yoursacrificehavebeencompletedand

you...

Me:Iknow.Canyouleave?I'mbusy!

Monalisa:Sabelo...

Me:Igaveyouallmyseedthenyouhadtotakeone

thingthatmattersthemostonmywoman.Whyare

sogreedy?

Monalisa:Sabelo,youknowhowitworks..

Me:yeahwhatever,justleave.

Monalisa:can'tyouseethisonthebrightside?



Moremoney,powerand..

Me:Monalisa,justfuckoffmarn!

Monalisa:(sighs)Iwillletthisbehaviorslidejust

thisonce,becauseIunderstandyourpain,other

thanthat,it'snotacceptable.Youcametousfor

powernottheotherwayaroundsosuckitup!

Answeryourphone.

Withthatshedisappearsandmyphoneringswitha

+65code.Icoolmyselfdownandanswers.

Me:hello..

Voice:Sabelo,howareyou?

Ilookatmyphoneandputitbackonmyearagain.



Me:Minenhle?

Minnie:yep.DidIcatchyouonabadtime?

Me:urhmno,Iamjustsurprisedyoucalled.That's

all.Howareyou?

Minnie:I'mgoodjustbusy,motherhoodiskeeping

mebusylikecrazy.

Me:wow,youhaveababy?

Minnie:yeah,ababygirlthatJoeissoobsessed

withI'mjealous..

Me:(chuckling)youcan'tcomebetweenafather

anddaughter'slove,youcan't.



Minnie:Ihavelearnedthatthehardwayandthat

timeumuntuisonlyafewweeksold.AnywayI

don'twanttowasteyourtime,Ihavealwayswanted

tocallyou,especiallyafterthedeathofBongumusa.

Ijustdidn'thavethestrengthinmetodoso.My

deepestcondolences.

Me:thankyou.Iappreciatethat.

Minnie:wedidn'tgetalongbuthisdeathshockme

hey.

Me:itshockallofus,butwearelearningtolivewith

it.

Minnie:yeahandIamhappytoseeyoukeepinghis

legacyandyourson.Isawonthenewsand

congratulationsontheSBSbank,youaresurely

makingmoves.



Me:IamreallytryingMaGumede..

Minnie:youaren'ttryingNyambosebutyouare

doingthemost.ReallyIamhappyforhowthings

haveturnedoutforyou,andthatyouhavefinally

managedtomoveonandfoundlove.Youdeserve

allthatandmore,Iknowyouwilltreathergood.

Me:Iamtheblessedonetohaveherreally.

Minnie:andI'msorryforallthepainIputyou

throughbutatleastitpushedyoutodoamazing

thingsandactuallyfindabettercompanion.

Me:itreallydid.

Minnie:actuallyIdeserveaUIFfromyouyazi.



Me:(chuckling)haiboforwhat?

Minnie:niggaIdatedyouforfiveyearsubroke,aiI

needtogetpaidforthat..

Me:(laughing)somethingswillneverreallychange!

Minnie:aslongasitinvolvesmoney,itwon't.I'm

kiddingnjalo,Iamjusthappyyouarehappy.

Me:Iamhappy,shemakesmehappy.SoonIam

makinghertheMrs..

Minnie:abouttime!AkingneedaQueentorunhis

kingdom.Allthebest.

Me:thankyou,Imeanthankyouforthiscall.Ididn't



knowthatImissedhearingyourvoiceuntilyou

called.

Minnie:it'sapleasure.Stayawayfromtrouble.

Me:(chuckling)I'veneverbeenatroublemaker..

Minnie:Iknow,butnowyouaresomebigshot

businessmananditcomeswithtroublesoIknow

whatI'mtalkingabout.Igottago.Keepwell.

Me:Minenhle...

Minnie:yeah?

Me:Iforgiveyou.

Minutespasswithsilence.



Minnie:thankyou,Iforgiveyoutoo.

Me:(laughing)bathong,forwhatnow?

Minnie:wellforbeingcomfortablewithbeingbroke

ofwhichmademecheat..

Me:usasangenenamanje,byebye.(Youarestill

crazyevennow)

Minnie:byeSabzandthankyou.

Ihungupsmiling,imagineshe'sforgivingme?

Minniewillforeverbecrazybutonthereals,I'm

gladsheleftme.Becauseifshedidn'tIwouldn't

havebeenwhereIamrightnowwiththewoman

thatlovesmelikethewayKhanyisiledoes.



Speakingabouther,herbirthdayisapproaching

soon.Iwanttosendthedelegationsamedaybut

thenatthesametimeIwanttomakeherdayextra

specialnyana.Iwouldbuyheracarbutthere's

plentyofthoseintheyard,someIonlydroveonce.

Iwantsomethingsovaluable,somethingthatwill

makeherdayextraamazing,she'sturning30so

yeah.MaybeaCOOpositionatSBSand10%from

mysharegiventoher.Iown55%shareswith

Sbongaowningthe45%share.Sogiving

Khanyisilethe10%willmakeSbongaandIequals

nowofwhichIdon'tmindbecauseIwanthertocall

theshotsoneday.

AknockscomesthroughthedoorandKhanyi

peepsin.

Khanyisile:yourbrothersarehere.



Iclosemylaptopandgetuptakingmyphonegoing

toher.

Me:finally,Ihavebeenwaitingforthem.Yougood?

Khanyisile:I'mfinejustsleepy,shouldImakeyou

guysanythingtoeatorsnack?

Me:nobaby,goandrestIthinkwe'llmanage.

Khanyisile:okay.

ShewalksbacktothebedroomandIjointhemin

thelounge.

Me:madoda(greetings)



Theystandupandweshakehands.

Me:where'sBafana?

Themba:useProtea,uyajolaphelaloyo(he'sin

Protea,he'snowdating)

Me:heeyouguysdon'tsay!WellI'mhappyforhim

though.Amanisn'tsupposedtobealone.

Bhekisisa:Amentothat.Sohere'syourletter,readit

andapproveifit'sokaybeforewesendit.

Me:thankyousomuchforthis.Iamwayclueless

aboutthesethingsbutcanhandletherestwell..

Themba:heeSbongaisgrowing,soonyouwillbe

handlingherlobolanegotiations..



Me:mybabyiswaytooyoung.Pleasedon'tgiveme

depression.

TheylaughandIofferthemdrinks.

Bhekisisa:isthemadamokay?Shelooksabit

down..

Me:welostourbabyyesterday...

Themba:ohmarn,that'sbad.

Me:yeahsothat'swhy.

Bhekisisa:andhowareyou?



Me:whatcanIsay?I'mokayIguess..

Bhekisisa:noyouarenot.Iknowhowit'sfeelslike

losingachildevenwhenitwasnotfullydeveloped

butstillthatpaincuts.I'msorryforyourloss,hope

youandKhanyiwillbealright.

Me:thankyou,Ihopesotoo.IsZandilerecovering

well?

Bhekisisa:wellandwereconnecting,youknowI

swearthepastfewdaysIfeltthedistancebetween

usbutnow,it'slikeourloveisnewagain.Afteryour

lobolanegotiationsIamtakingheronaholiday..

OkaymaybeIshouldn'thavebeenharshon

Monalisa,she'sdoingthemosthey.Ioweheran

apology.



Me:I'mglad.Guyslet'sseewhatwecaneatinthe

kitchen.

Themba:aslongasithavemeatinit.Infactletme

handlethepots,chefThembainthemaking.

Me:whateveryouguysdo,don'tmessmywoman's

kitchenasseblief..

Themba:restmfe2,we'llcleanup.

Tobecontinued.
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KHANYISILE



ThelobolonegotiationwentprettywellalthoughI

washoldingmybreath,myfather'sbrothersgot

dramaforday,Ieavesdroppedontheir

conversationwheretheywantedtooverchargehim

becausehe'srichonsomeimeducatedandall.

Hebana,thesamepersonthatismybossand

payingmysalary,theywanttotellhimaboutmy

education?

Ihadtotalktodadandbeghimnottoallowhis

greedyuncle'sruinthingsforus.Bhekisisaleading

thelobolowiththeirUnclecouldturnthingsupside

downiftheycontinuewiththeirgreediness.

Nowthatallisoverandthefamilyagreedon

whateverpricetheycharged,I'mhappy.Iamso

happylikeifsomeonetoldmefewyearsbackthat

onedayIamgoingtobethishappyandlovedi

woulddefinitelylaughattheirfaces,thewaymjolo

wasshowingmeflamesngakhona.



Thepastfewweekshavebeenhardonmeand

Sabelobutwemanagedtogrieveinpeace,I'm

thankfulforthesupportourfamilyandfriendsgave

us.

Mymomcallsmetotakethefoodtohimoutside

thegate.Finally,themomentIhavebeenwaiting

for.Toseehim.YuuhImissmypersonyetit'sbeen

hoursofnotseeinghim.

Sabelo:(comingoutofthecartomeetme)Mthembu

Mvelase,

QhudeniMvelase,

Owavel’eNyandeniyemikhontoyakwaMabaso,

MvelasekaGuda,

Ongawadl’amathibani,

Angadl’amathibaneindlalangabeiwile,

Mnisiwemvulailangalibalele,



Ngoz’ovel’eNyandeni,

NgozakaMkhubukeli,kaGazi,

NinabaseMlamlankunzi!

Thebabygirlthatismeisblushingrightnow.Guys

there'ssomethingaboutbeingcalledwithyourclan

nameshey.

Me:youlovemakingmeblushyazi..

Sabelo:ungowamimoessoI'mallowed.Nkosikazi

wami..(youareminemoes...mywife)

Me:yebobaba(yesmyhusband)

Sabelo:(kissingmyforehead)Ican'tbelievethat

thisreallyhappened,thatweareactuallyhere.

ThankyousomuchforlovingmeKhanyisile..



Me:no,youlovedme.

Sabelo:doyouthinkwecandisappearforacouple

ofminutes?Iwanttoshowyousomething.

Me:letmetalktomysister.Eatyourfood.

IgobacktothehouseandtellKamoI'mleaving

withSabeloIwillbebackquicklysosheshould

coverforme.

Me:wegotanhour.

Sabelo:that'senough.Getinsideanddrive.

Bathong,hemovestothepassengerseatand

continueeatinginpeacewhilehetellsmetodrive



tothebank.

Me:howmuchdidtheychargeyou?

Sabelo:that'sformetoknowmyloveandforyouto

neverfindout.

Me:(rollingmyeyes)okay,youstillrememberour

dealmoesbabe?

Sabelo:whatdealisitkonje?

Me:Idon'twantawedding.Nowthatyouhavepaid

lobolowe'llgosignandIwilldothenecessary

traditionalcustomstobewelcomedbyyour

ancestorsandfamily..

Sabelo:ohyeahthat,wellIagreedtoitbutbaby..



Me:pleasedon'ttellmeyouarechangingyourmind?

Sabelo:noI'mnotbutcanwehaveanafterparty

nyana?we'llinvitefriendsandfamily.Setupanice

decor,getsomecake,dressupandenjoy?

Me:that'sfinebabe,alittlecosycelebrationwon't

hurt.

Sabelo:phewIwasworriedyouwillsaynoanddo

whatwiththedressIorderedforyou..

Me:(screaming)ohmygoodness,yougotmea

dress?Howisit?

Sabelo:(chuckling)youwillseeitMonday,rest.Igot

youeverythingbaby,eventhemakeupartist..



Me:yabonawenamyperson,youaregoalsshame,

aboMinniebabhayizashame!

Sabelo:(laughing)Iknowright?Speakingabouther,

shecalledlastweekIgotbusyIforgottomentionit.

Me:ohw,whatdidshewant?.

Sabelo:Ican'tsaywhatexactlybutshespoke

aboutBongumusa'sdeath,ourbreakup,thatshe's

wishingmeallthebestblahblah..

Me:okay,atleastthere'snobadbloodbetweenyou

twosothat'sverymuchbigofher.Whatarewe

doingherebabebecauseit'saSaturdayandpast

knockofftime?

Sabelo:IsaidIwantedtoshowyousomething



njena.Relaxwearealmostthere.

Itsparkedinourparkinglotsandit'sweirdbecause

it'sSaturday.Sabelogetsofffirstandopensmy

doortakingmyhandleadingtheway.

Me:it'ssoquiet,where'severyonebecausetheir

carsareoutside?

Sabelo:youwillsoonfindout.

Heleadmeallthewaytotheboardroomandthe

momentheopensthedoortheyscream"surprise".I

nearlyfaint!What?Theystartsinging"happy

birthdayKhanyi"ohit'smybirthdaytoday?!CrapI

evenforgot.ThewholestaffishereandIcan'thelp

butblush.WhatInoticeisthateveryoneisdressed

up,likereallydressedup.



Me:ncoohyouguys..baby,thankyou.

Iamemotionalatthispointlikeserious.

SabelokneelsinfrontofmewitharingandIcover

mymouthshocked.

Sabelo:baby,Mamvelase.(Chuckle)Idon'teven

knowwhattosaybutIwanttogiveyouthisring,on

yourbirthdayasasymbolofloveandmy

commitmenttoyou.KhanyisileIwanttoloveyou

andbethereforyoufortherestofourlives.

Withoutfinishingourweddingvows,willyouplease

makemethehappiestmanandmarrymeinfrontof

allthesepeople?

Huh?Ilookaround.

Me:yes!



Ululationgoescrazyandheslidetheringonyfinger

andkissesmedeep.

Gayguy:okayokayokaythatwascuteandall,

sweetheartwedon'thavetime,Ineedtostarton

yourmakeup,hairandallwebettergo.

Me:what?

Gayguy:yourweddingdarling.Goshyouareso

slow.

IlookatSabeloandhewinks,Iamsogettinghim

forthisbutIamhappy,reallyIam.Everyonegoes

totheircarsanddrivestoanearbygorgeouslodge

,Iseemyfamilyandtheycometomescreaming.

Me:traitors!



Kamo:yoohitwassohardkeepingthisfromyou

hle,I'mgladit'sfinallyhappening.

Me:youhelpedSabelopullofthis?

Kamo:yesdarling,Imustsayit'shasbeenthe

busiesttwoweeksformebutI'mnotcomplaining

becausehepaidmegood.Comelet'sgetyouready.

Shetakesmyhandtoanotherroomandmyeyes

arelookingatthematrimonialvenue,I'mtakenby

thedecor.Itisreallybeautiful.ReallyGodcame

throughforme.Ididn'texpectthisatall.Afteran

hourIamallreadyandsetSbonga,Nomhleand

Kamoaremybridesmaids.

Dadevenonwheelchairholdmyhandandwalkme

downtheaisle.Tearsofjoyinmyeyes!The

groom'spartylookssohot,myboysontheirbow

tiesandsuitsmatchingwithdaddy,myheartisfull.



Sabelo:(whispering)youaresobeautiful.

Me:youtrickedmeintothis,Iwillrunaway.

HelooksscaredIlaughandfocusonthepastor

preaching,afterhisverseshetakestheringsand

praysforthem.

Pastor:repeatafterme.IKhanyisileNothando

Mthembu,takeyouSabeloMthethwatobemy

lawfulweddedhusband.

Me:I,KhanyisileNothandoMthembu,takeyou

SabeloMthethwatobemylawfulweddedhusband.

Pastor:withthisringIvowtolove,protect,

respect,careforyou,ingoodandbad,sicknessand

health,richandpoor,tilldeathdousapart.



Irepeatafterhimandslidetheringonhisfinger.

Peopleululateandhisturncome,hesaysthevows

andslidinthe43diamondsetringonmyfinger.It's

smallyetsoheavy.

Pastor:withpowersinvestedinme,Ipronounceyou

husbandandwife,youmaykissyourbride.

Heholdmyhandssmiling,kissmyforeheadbefore

takingmylipsintohis.Thewhistles,

screams,ululation,cameraflashlightsdriveme

crazybutIfocusonthemaninfrontofme,my

husband.

AYEARLATER

Sabelowalkstothekitchenwithhisbriefcaseand

Khanyigetsupfromthetablewalkinguptohimand

fixhistie.



Khanyisile:Iammeetingupwiththeinvestors

today..

Sabelo:Itrustyouwillhandlethemwellbabe,Iam

aphonecallawayiftheystartgivingyouproblems.

Khanyisile:Idoubttheywillandeveniftheydo,I

willdealwiththem.

Sabelo:(smiling)that'smybaby.

Khanyisile:youtrainedmewell.Gokillit

Sabelo:(kissingher)samethinggoestoyou.Ilove

you.

Khanyismilesandabouttorespondwhenthe



intercomringsandthesecurityinformsthemabout

awomanwho'sheretoseethem.Theylookateach

otherandgranttheAccesstothehouse.

Minuteslateraknockcomesthroughthedoorand

Khanyiopensit.Ablondewomanin6inchhigh

heelsandashortdresswalksinwithababyboy.

Sabelotakeonelookatherandrememberher.

She'sthewomanwhogavehimthebesttimeofhis

lifeonthatbrotherhoodCapeTowntrip.

Sabelo:whatareyoudoinghere?

Lady:Icameinpeace.ijustcametodropoffyour

baby..

Sabelo:mywhat?

Lady:I'vebeenlookingforyouallthistimewithno



luck.Youarewellknownyetnoonewantedtotell

meexactlywhereyoustay.SabeloIhavedonemy

partofraisingthisbabyandit'shightimeyou

continue.Iamactuallygivingyouallthelegalrights

tohim,youcanraisehimwithyourwife.Igota

scholarshipinUSA,finallyIamgoingtodo

somethinggreatwithmylifeandstophoppingfrom

onemantoanother.Idon'twantanythingfromyou

exceptsomemoneyfortheticket.

Sabelo:ungijwayelakabiyazi!Takethischildwith

youandleavemyhouse!whatthehell!

Khanyi:babewait,heisreallyyours,takeaclose

lookathim.Please.

Sabelo:Khanyisile...

Khanyisile:Sabelo,thisisGodansweringour

prayersandmywish.Wedon'thavetoadopt



anymore.Yourfleshandbloodishere.Mama!

Sheshoutsformymotherwhocomesoutfromthe

bathroomnearbyandKhanyiwalkstoherwiththe

boywhileSabelostaresatthewomanreadyto

murderhimwithjustonlyhiseyes.

MaCele:Simakadengenziwani!NguSabelo

azihlelelelonaboDingiswayo,siyabonga

ukungasifulatheli!(Whatishappeningtome?This

childlooklikeSabelo!Thankyouourancestorsfor

notturningyourbacksonus)

Shetakesthebabyandchantingclannames,

Sabelosighsandsitsdown.

Sabelo:Sbonga,onmydrawer,inmystudy,onthe

left,there'smychequebook,bringithere.



Lady:(givingKhanyithebag)youarewelcometo

dopaternitytestonhim,inthisbagthere's

everythingabouthim,hiscertificate,documents

permittingyoutotakehim,IwillbeinJoburgfor

fewdayssowecanfinalizeeverythingbeforeI

leave.Hisroutine.He'sacoolbabyanddoesn't

bothermuch

SbongagivesSabelothechequebookandrushes

tohergrandmother.

Sbonga:she'ssocute.GoshIhavehandsome

brothers.

Sabelosigns5millionandgivesthelady..

Lady:that'salotIdon'tthinkIshould..

Khanyi:(smiling)keepitsis,youhavenoideahow



happyyouhavemakeus.Thisisnothingcompared

tothegiftyoubroughtushere.Allthebestforyour

futureendeavors.

Lady:wow,urhm..(wipestears)okaythankyou.At

leastmybabywillbeingoodhands.CanIplease

saygoodbye?

KhanyinodsandtellsSbongatogivetheladythe

babyboy.

Sabelo:whathisname?

Lady:SJ,Inamedhimafteryou.

SabeloswallowshardandKhanyihugshis

shoulderslayingherheadonhischest.



Khanyi:Godstilllovesusafterall.Hegrantedyou

mybiggestwish,tofatheryourwonfleshandblood.

..............THEEND......................

(Wehavecometoanendofourjourneyandthank

youforyourparticipation.Iwrotethisstory

becauseIfelttheneedtoeducateandinformyou

abouttherealnessofsextiesandthatritualist

reallydoexist,howeverIwouldliketostatethatnot

allrichmenareritualists,somemenreallywork

hardfortheirmoneysoitwouldn'tbefairtoput

themwiththeseones.

Thosewhohavebeenwithmeforquitesometime

willattestthatIdon'tdragastoryline,onceIfeel

likeamessagehavebeendeliveredIwrapmystory

atanychapternumber.Also,wedon'tdoseason

two'sheresopleasedon'tevenbotheraskingmeto

writeonebecauseIwon'tentertainthat.



OurnewstoryofwhichIalsopromisethatit'sgoing

tobeabombwillresumeonthe1stofFebruary.As

Ihaveoncementioned,IambusyguysandnowI

findmyselfunderunnecessarypressure.Theinitial

planwastoreturnonthe25thofJanuarybutI

thoughtIwouldmanagebutnoIcan'tsoIwilltake

thistimetofinishmyprioritiesfirstandreturnto

you.

Iwillalsousethisopportunitytofocusonthestory

IamwritingwithSandisiwe,RoseColoredGlasses

giveitmyundividedattention.

Iwouldalsoliketothankmyawesomereadersfor

theloveandsupporty'allgaveme,theotherwriters

whoread,commentsandevensharemycraft,you

areamazing.

Lastbutnotleast,abigthankyoutothe



breadwinnersofthishouse,Iamtalkingaboutthe

sponsors,youguyskeptusgoingandforthatyou

areappreciatedandloved.Keepdoingthegood

workandGodwillblessyouforme.

Here:

http://visionarywritings.com/author/1489

ismyvisionarywritingsprofilelink,underit,you

shallfindallmy16previousstoriesI'vewritten.If

youwanttoknowtheordertheycomewith,scroll

downtothefirstpostsofthispageandreadthe

postthere.

Fromme,ThembelihleNkosi,Isaythankyoufor

readingTheBachelor.

Iloveyou,keepwell)


