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Prologue

Prologue

***

Longtimeagotwotribesoccupiedthesamelandandbecausethe

tribeshaddifferentwaysoflivingawarbrokeoutbetweenthem

whichforcedBhekumuziNgwaneandhisPeopletofleethatland

insearchofanotherone.AfteraverylongsearchBhekumuziand

hisPeoplefinallyfoundalandthattheycouldoccupyupontheir

greatestrealizationthelandwasbetterthantheonethattheyhad

beenfightingfor.Thelandseemedto havealmosteverythingthat

theyneededithadarivertreesthatproduceddifferentkindsfruit

andwhatmadeitmorespecialwasthebeautifulWaterfallthatthe

riverhad.Bhekumuziproudofhisdiscoveryhenamedthelandthe

"Zikhalivillage".Thepeoplelivedinthatlandpeacefullyandthey

grewmorecropswhichmadethevillagetohavemorethan

enoughSons&DaughterswerebornandBhekumuziwentonto

marrythemostbeautifulwomanbythenameofNowisaMkhize.
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Theylateronhad3Sonsandhenamedhisfirstbornsonafter

himselfBhekumuziNgwanethesecond..HisPeopletrustedhimand

respectedhimsoomuchsinceheledthemtothislandandthey

madehimaKingofthewholevillage..

JustastheythoughtthatallmiseryhadforgottenthemQueen

Nowisafellgravelyillandtherivertogetherwiththewaterfall

driedup.Thevillagewasstruckbyanunbearablefamine.King

Bhekumuzididnotknowwhattodoatthatmomentbuttoturn

tohisancestorsforhelpandforabriefmomenthedidnotgetan

answerfromthem..SeethekingdidnotbelieveinWestern

medicinesohehadtraditionalhealersinhisvillagetohealthe

queenbuttheyallfailed.Heevenwentasfarascontactingother

healersfromdifferentvillagestocometohisaidandnoneofthem

wereabletohelpthequeen..Onedayinthemistofhergreat

painQueenNowisahadavisionandshetoldherhusbandaboutit

whoshutitdowntheKingwasnotreadytoloseherqueenin

hopesofsavingthevillageasshemeantalottohim...

ThefaminegrewworsebabiesandafewelderspassedonThe

villagewasperishingandfinallyKingBhekumuzigaveintothe

Queen'svision.InhervisionQueenNomusahadmadespiritual

contactwiththeancestorsofthepeoplewhooccupiedtheland

beforethemandtheyrevealedasecrettoher.Asecretthatthey

hadtoknowiftheywantedthelandtokeeponbeingproductive.



4

Thesecretwasthatthelandsurviveddependantlyontheriverand

theriverneededaGuardian.TheGuardianwasexpectedtobethe

mostbeautifulwomanoutofallthewomeninthatvillage

Sponsored

andtheriverneededaGuardian.TheGuardianwasexpectedto

bethemostbeautifulwomanoutofallthewomeninthatvillage

andinthattimeQueenNowisawasthemostbeautifulwomanto

everexistinthatvillage..Thetraditionoftheriverhavinga

Guardianhadtobepassedoniftheywantedtheirlandtosurvive

andnotbestruckbydisasterfinallyKingBhekumuziagreedforthe

gifttobepassedon...

VeryearlythatmorningthekingandhisPeoplemadetheirwayto

thedryrivertoperformtheceremonyafewmenhadgonebefore

themtodigagraveforthequeenandtwoVirgingirlsthatwere

goingtobeburiedwithher.Thewholevillageweptastheywere

forcedtosaygoodbyetotheirsickqueeninordertosavethe

villagefromit'sdevastatingtragedy..TheKingheldherqueenand

wentdowntotheopengravetoplaceherinsidetogetherwiththe

twoVirgingirlswhowereallmeanttobeburiedalive.Heglanced

downathisqueenandkissedherforthelasttimethenhe

steppedbackasthemenclosedthegrave.Whenthegravewas

closedheclimbedupandstoodontopofarockandglanced
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downatthedryriver.HestartedtocalloutalltheNgwaneclan

nameswithhisarmswideopen..

King:"Sangweni

Zikhali

MasumpaNdungunde

Masengasileke

Hlongwane

NdukuzinobulongweMntungwa

Ninaenibahlenjengezihlabathizolwandle

Siyane

Mnqobokazi

Songobese"

Whenhewasdonerainpoureddownandthewaterfallprovided

theriverwithwater.

AllthepeoplestartedululatingandtheZikhalivillagewentbackto

it'sfruitfulstateoncemorewithQueenNowisabeingtheGuardian

oftheriver.Thekingnamedtheriver"IndoniYamanzi".
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BAWINILELANGA

[AFEW YEARSBACK]

Weasmallandpeacefulvillagelocatedabitfarfromthenoisy

city.Becauseofoursacredandblessedriverfromourancestors

weabletogrowfruitsandvegetablesthatwesellinthecity.

EverymorningwegatheraroundatBraAlfred'ssupermarketwhich

islocatedveryclosetothemainroadsothatwecouldgetonthe

truckandgosellinthecity.Themoneywemakegoestoourking

thenhewilldecidehowmuchwegonnagetasoursalary..Iama

singlemotheroftwogirlsandI'mcurrentlypregnantwithanother

girlofwhichI'llbeduetogivebirthverysoon.MyMotherhates

theideaofmeworkingwhileI'mclosetogivingbirthbutheyI

needtomakemoneyandprovideformytwogirlssincetheir
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Fatherisnolongerinthepicture.Hisdeathhasalwaysbeena

mysterytoushewasstruckbylightning whenhewascrossing

thebushtocomeandvisitatme.MyMotherisveryadamantthat

thiswasno"accident"thewomanthatI'vebeenconstantly

battlingwithformymanisthecauseofallthisshedidtheclassic

"IfIcan'thaveyouthennooneelsewill".Itendtobelievemy

Motherthatwomanusedtopracticeblackmagicshedidallofthis

afterbeingcaughtandbanishedfromthevillage.

Itwasdifficulttogothroughlifewith2kidsthatIsolelyhadto

caremybutthroughgracewemadeitthroughmygirlsare

growingupgracefully..Mycurrentpregnancyisfromanotherman

thatImetinthecityheusedtobuyMangoesfrommeatleast

threetimesaweek.Hetoldmethathewastakenbymybeauty

andmywarmsmile.Ithoughtitwasgenuinelovewithhimfoolish

meIthoughtthathewasgoingtomarrymeandI'llmovefrom

thevillagetocomeandliveinthecity.Idon'thaveanything

againstmyvillagedon'tgetmewrongbutthechancetolivein

thecitywasatthetopofmywishlist.Hedidn'tmindthatIhad

othertwokidshepromisedthathewasgoingtotakecareofus

andbuildusaverybighouse..Thingsescalatedbetweentoa

pointwhereIendedupsleepingoverathisplaceafewtimes.I

mustsaythatIwasn'tthatmuchimpressed.Itwasjustaone

roomthathewasrentingfromsomeone'shouseinsometownship



8

heassuredmethatitwastemporary.Hetoldmethathe'sbusy

buildingabighouseforussomewhereinamuchbetter

neighborhood.

ThingsbetweenusstartedtogetseriousIwouldvisithimmore

oftenandwewoulddothedeedthat'showIfellpregnant..

Unfortunatelywhenheknewaboutmypregnancyhechanged.He

wasn'tthelovingmanthatusedtobuyMangoesfrommehejust

didn'twantnothingtodowithmeanymore.Ofwhichlateronit

wasrevealedtomethathewasactuallymarriedandhadkids

backathomehewasonlyhereforwork..Iwasbroken

Sponsored

hewasonlyhereforwork..IwasbrokenIwasverybroken

becauseIthoughtthatIhadfoundtruelove..Hestoppedcoming

tobuyMangoesfrommeItwasalmostasiflikehehad

disappearedintothinair....ThatmorningIwokeupnotfeelingvery

wellmylegswereveryswollenandheavy.Icouldn'tevengoto

thecitytoselllatelyIhaven'tbeenfeelingwell.Iconstantlyget

sick...MyMomwalkedinwithabowlofwarmwaterandatowel

thathungoverhershoulder...

Ma:Nazoke(Herewego)

IwassittingupstraightonthegrassmatIhadapillowbehind
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mybackthatwasagainstthewallmadeoutofmud..

Sheputthebasindownatmyfeetandkneltrightinfrontofme..

Shedippedthetowelinthewaterandthenputitonmyfeet..

Ma:Ngifakeamacembewes'hlahlasomdlebeumalaphazonke(I've

mixedthewaterwithleavesthatcureallailments)

Me:NgiyabongaMa(ThankyouMom)

Thegirlswereplayingoutside..

Ma:Lesisusiyakuhluphakodwa(Thispregnancyishardonyou)

Inoddedalittle...Ilookedatherasshewasbusywithmyfeet..

Me:Ma

Shelookedatme...

Me:Khonaiphuphoelingihluphayo(There'sadreamthat's

troublingme)

Her:Iphuphoelinjanilelo?(Whatdreamisthat)

Iclearedmythroat...

Me:Ngizibonangimeetshenielikhululaphaemfuleni.Umangime

kanjalokubakhonailizwieliphumaemanzinilithingithweleIndoni

yamanzi(IfindmyselfstandingonaverybigRockbytheriver

thenavoicecomesfromtheriverandtellsmethatIamcarrying
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thenextIndoniYamazi)

MyMotherfreakedoutsoomuchthatshealmostknockedthe

basinnexttoher..

Her:Winnieyinilokhuokukhulumayo?(Whatareyoutellingme

exactly)

Me:Ma..

Her:Haimaanshushhhhh!!

Shelookedaroundasiflikethewallswereeavesdropping...

Her:Ungalingeuphindeukhulumekanjalouyenzwa?Ufuna

basixoshela?(Don'tevertalklikethatdoyouwantustobe

banished)

Me:KodwayiqinisonjeMa(It'sthetruth)

Shehitmeonmylegswiththetowel..

Her:Ngitheangifuniukukuzwaukhulumakanjalo(IsaidIdon't

wannahearyoutalkinglikethatanymore)

Ikeptquiet..

Her:uyaziukuthiIndoniyamanziithwelwewudlunkulu?(Youknow

thattheQueenistheonecarryingIndoniyamazi)

Me:NgiyaxolisaMa(I'msorryMa)
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Her:Ungaphindeukhulumengaleyondlela(Don'tevertalklikethat)

Me:YebongiyakuzwaMa(IhearyouMa)

Ma:Nawuumuntuefunaukusixoshisa(Thischildwantsustobe

banished)

______________________________

MAKHOSAZANA(THEQUEEN)

Afewweeksagowewerevisitedbydifferenttraditionalhealersof

thisvillage.Allofthemcamebearingthesamenewsthatthebaby

Iwascarryingisnotgoingtobethenext"Indoniyamanzi".They

havethrownbonesandcommunicatedwiththeancestorsandonly

oneanswerwasgivenmybabyisnotgoingtobethenextIndoni

yamazi..Wehavealwaystrustedourtraditionalhealerstheyhave

neverbeenwrongbutthistimearoundIdidn'tknow.TheIndoni

yamanzicallingrunsfromtheNgwanebloodlinetheveryfirst

Indoniyamazicamefromthisbloodlineandithasbeenlikethat

eversince.OurancestorQueenNowisawastheveryfirstIndoni

yamazifromtheNgwanebloodlinesoforallofthattochangeit's

quiteunbelievable.ThenextIndoniyamaziissupposedtocome

fromtheroyalfamilythisishowithasbeenforyears..My

husbandKingBhekumuzithe5thcametositnexttome..

Him:Ngizwabathiawufuniukudla(Ihearthatyoudon'twantto



12

eatanything)

Me:Ang'lambile(I'mnothungry)

Him:NgiyaziukuthilendabayeNdoniyamanziiyakukhathaza(I

knowthatthiswholeIndoniyamanziissueistroublingyou)

Me:KanjaniukuthiIndoniyamanzingekeiphumelaekhaya?(How

comethenextIndoniyamaziwon'tcomefromourfamily)

Heheldmyhand..

Me:Abomakhosiabakazebaphosisa(Ourtraditionalhealershave

neverbeenwrong)

Him:Ngizoyilungisayonkelenxushunxushu(Iwillsortthismess

out)

Me:Njani?Abaphantsisebakhulumile(how?Theancestorshave

spoken)

Him:NgizothumelaumyalezolekaSkhakhaneukuthibathumele

inyangayakhonaeqinile(IwillsendwordtotheSkhakhanevillage

tolendustheirpowerfultraditionalhealer)

Me:Ixazululeyonkelenxushunxushu(Sortoutthiswholemess)

Him:Ngizokwenzanjalo(I'lldoso)

__________
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BAWINILE

Igotupfromthegrassmatwiththehelpofmymothertogoto

thebucketandpee..Itooksmallstepsasmylegswereheavyand

Ifeltapainalsoonmyback..

Ma:Wozake(Come)

ThispregnancywasfrustratingmeIcouldn'twaittogivebirth

already..

Ma:Sengenzenomdoko(Icookedsoftporridge)

Me:NgiyabongaMa(ThankyouMa)

Ma:UzobelekasisiUngakhathazekikakhulu(Youwillgivebirth

don'tworry)

Itouchedmylegsandtheywereverystiffthisisaverydifficult

pregnancyforme...

.

Tobecontinued

02
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02

MAKHOSAZANA(THEQUEEN)

Makhosiwaskneelingbeforemeandthekingonthegrassmat.

Heshookthebonesandcalledoutourclannames..

Makhosi:"SangweniZikhaliMasumpaNdungundeMasengasileke

HlongwaneNdukuzinobulongweMntungwa

NinaenibahlenjengezihlabathizolwandleSiyaneMnqobokazi

Songobese"

HegotupandwalkeduptomesothatIcouldblowairinthe

smallbagthatwasmadefromananimalskin.Hethenwentback

andkneltdowncarefullyscatteringthebonesbeforeus.Makhosiis

ourtrustedandmostpowerfulInyanga(Traditionalhealer)herein

theZikhalivillage..Iclosedmyeyesandprayedalittletoour

ancestorsthisjourneyhasbeenveryfustrating.MyDaughteris

meanttobethenext"IndoniYamazi"that'showit'smeanttobe..

Makhosi:SibizawenadlozielikhululalaesgodinisethusakwaZikhali.

SibizawenaNowisa(Wecallingyouourgreatestancestorinthis

wholevillageourveryfirstQueen.QueenNowisa)
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TherewasthisunbearablesilenceintheroomMakhosilookedat

thebonesandshookhishead.Iclosedmyeyesandsighed.

King:KhulumaMakhosi(Saysomething)

Makhosi:NgokukhuluukuzithobawenaNkosiyaminaweDlunkulu

kodwaamathamboasabonisaintoeyodwa(Withallduerespectmy

KingandmyQueenthebonesarestillsayingthesamething)

Me:UmauNomasontowamiengekeabeyiNdoniyaManziubanike

ozobayiNdoniyaManzi?(IfmyunbornbabyNomasontowon'tbe

thenextIndoniYaManzithenwhoischosentobethenextIndoni

yamazi)

Heslowlyshookhishead..

Makhosi:Ayikho(There'snone)

King:MameShani!!Uthini?(Whatareyousaying)

Makhosi:AsinayoenyeIndoniyaManzi(Wedon'thaveanother

Guardianfortheriver)

Ilookedatoneofmygirlservants..

Me:WeSne

Shequicklycametome..

Sne:Dlunkulu?(Queen)
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Me:Awung'zeleamanzingobayonkelentonjeminaangiyitholisisi

kahle(BringmeaglassofwaterbecauseIdon'tunderstand

everythingthatisgoingonhere)

King:iyadingekaindoniyamanzinomazonkeizithelozethu

ziyoshabalalaokwelanga(Aguardianisneededorelseourcrops

andeverythingwe'veworkedhardforisgoingtodisappear)

Me:Indoniyamanzikumeleiphumemanjekulesisikhathi(Thenext

Guardianissupposedtobechosennowatthistime)

Makhosi:Ngiyaxolisa(I'msorry)

IturnedandlookedatmyHusband..

Me:InyangaleyakwaSkhakhaneizozanini?(Whenistheother

traditionalhealercoming)

King:ngiwuthumelileumyalezosengimelebona(Ihavesenta

messageI'mwaitingforthem)

Me:YonkelentonjeangiyizwakantinaloSneuphinamanzi..Wee

Sne!!!(Idon'tknowwhat'sgoingonherewhereisSnewithmy

water)

Islowlygotupfrommychair..

Me:Sne!!!!!(Yelling)

IwalkedouttothekitchentoseewhatwaskeepingSnefrom
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bringingmywatertome..

_________________

BAWINILELANGA

IfoundmyselfstandinginthemiddleoftheIndoniYamanziRiver.

ItwasverycoldandIwasalone.Thewaterwasn'tthatdeep

Sponsored

theyonlyreachedmybreasts.IlookedaroundandIcouldn'tsee

anyoneIwasallalone..

Me:Kwenzakalani?(what'sgoingon)

Doyouknowthatfeelingyougetwhensomeoneisstanding

behindyou?That'sthesamefeelingIgot.Thehairsatthebackof

myneckstoodup.ItriedtoturnbutIcouldn'titwasalmostasif

likeIwasfrozen.

IsawthewatermovingthenIheardvoicesbehindmeululating.I

triedtoturnagainbutIcouldn'tIwasreallyfrozen..Istartedto

getveryscaredasthecloudsgatheredandchangedcolourlighting

flashedacrossthesky..

Voice:Ungubaniwena?(whoareyou)

Itwasafemalevoicethatechoedwhenthepersonspokelightning

flashedacrossthesky..
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Me:Ig..IgamalamiwuBawinileBawinilelanga(Mynameis

BawinileLanga)

Voice:IgamalamiwuNowisaMkhize-Ngwaneindoniyamanzi

yokuqala(IamNowisaMkhize-Ngwane.TheveryfirstIndoni

yamanzi)

Me:Ngicelaukukubona?(CanIpleaseseeyou)

Her:Abang'bonayoabaphili(Thosewhoseemearedead)

Me:Ngifunanila?(WhatamIdoinghere)

Her:Ngobausithwaleleindoniyamanzi(Youarepregnantwiththe

nextguardianoftheriver)

Me:Akwazeki..Wenzeiphutha(Thatcan'tbeyoumakinga

mistake)

Her:Angilenziiphutha(Idon'tmakemistakes)

Ifeltherveryclosetome...

Me:AngisiyintominaindoniyamanziithwelwewuDlunkulu(Iam

nothingthenextguardianissupposedtocomefromtheQueen)

Her:wenauthweleinganeeyobayintleukudlulazonkeizinganela

esgodiniuthweleindoniyethuentsha(Youarecarryingthemost

beautifulchildfromallthechildrenthatexistinthisvillageyou

carryingthenextguardian)
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IfeltherhandonmyshoulderIlookedatit..

Her:Isibelethosakhosibusisekile(Yourwombisblessed)

Ishookmyhead..

Me:Akwazeki(Itcan'tbe)

****

Me:Akwazeki(Itcan'tbe)

Ifeltsomeoneshakingme..

Voice:Mamavuka!!(Momwakeup)

IopenedmyeyesanditwasoneofmydaughtersSindisiwe..I

hadfallenasleep.

Sindi:MauKhaboakafuniukudlalanami(Khabodoesn'twantto

playwithme)

Me:Khabonina!!

Khaboninaismyfirstborn..

Me:UphiuGogo?(WhereisGrandmother)

Sindi:Uyothezaizinkuni(She'sgonetocollectwood)

Me:HambauyobizauKhabonina(GoandcallKhaboninaforme)

KhaboninaisveryvilemyDaughterdoesn'thaveagoodheartand
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she'sveryyoungforsuchanevilheart..

Sindiranouttogoandcallhersister.ItwasabithotsoIonly

hadaclothcoveringmybody.Isatupstraightandyawnedthis

grassmatisveryuncomfortableattimes..

Iputmyhandonmyshoulderwhiletryingtomassagemyneck

andinthatspecificareaitwasabitswollenIcheckedmyselfand

itwasahandprint.Ifreakedout..

Me:Maaaaaaa!!!!!(Screaming)

_____________________________

MAKHOSAZANA(THEQUEEN)

IwatchedVusimuziashewhippedSnewithasjambokfornot

bringingmywatertomeontime..

Me:QinisaisandlaVusimuzi(Whipherharder)

HewhippedherwithallthestrengththathehaduntilIsaw

bruisesonherbodythatbledout..

King:KahleVusimuzisekwanele(Vusimuziit'senough)

Hestoppedandstretchedhisarm..

Sne:NgiyaxolisaDlunkulu(I'msorrymyQueen)

King:HambauyoncedisaabanyeSne(Goandhelpothers)
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Shebowedandwalkedbacktothehouse..

King:Vusimuzihambauyolandaizinkomo(Vusigoandfetchthe

cows)

VusidroppedtheSjambokandranoff..

King:NgiyaziukuthiuthukuthelemaDlamini(Iknowthatyouangry

maDlamini)

Me:UyamthembauMakhosi?(Doyoutrustourtraditionalhealer)

King:Yebongiyamthemba(Ido)

Me:Kubikengobausiqambelaamanga(That'sbadbecauseheis

lyingtous)

Hegavemeaweirdlook..

King:Angiva?(Idon'tunderstand)

Me:VukaBhekumuzikudalalibasile(WakeupBhekumuzithesunis

up)

Ilookedathim..

Me:Ingahlalakanjaniingabikhonaindoniyamazi?(Howisitthata

guardianhasnotbeenchosenasyet)

Hekeptquiet..

Me:Kungabikeukuthiung'jampileBhekumuziwayolalanolutho
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lwalaesgodini(Ihopeyoudidn'tcheatonme)

King:Ungakushokanjanilokhu?(Howcanyousaythat)

Me:Ubawakhongobawayenjalo?(YourFatherwasacheat)

King:AngifaninoBaba(I'mnotlikemyFather)

Me:UmaungafaninayelandauMakhosiwalekaSkhakhaneazoveza

ukuthiyiyiphiindoniyamanziekhethiwengobaakusiyonaingane

yami(IfyounotlikeyourfatherthenproveitgettheSkhakhane

traditionalhealersohecanrevealwhothenextindoniyamanziis

sinceit'snotmybaby)

King:UzofikaMaDlamini(Hewillcome)

Me:Umaisikhethiweindoniyamanzingifunaibulaweingekazalwa!

YonanoNina!(IfthenextguardianhasbeenchosenIwanther

DeadtogetherwithherMother)

King:NgiyakuzwaMaDlamini(Ihearyou)

Iputmyhandonmytummyandwalkedaway..

_________________

BAWINILELANGA

MyMotherdroppedthewoodsthatshewascarrying..

Her:WeeeeWinnie!
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Me:ChazakeMaukuthikwenzakalanila?(ExplainhowIgotthis

handprintonmyshoulder)

Her:WinnieakwazekiIndoniyamanzimeleiphumeebukhosini

(Winnieitcannotbethenextindoniyamanziissupposedtobe

fromtheroyalhouse)

Me:ChazalaMa!!(Explainthishandprint)

Her:Maye!!WeeeWinniekodwayaziuzosixoshisalaesgodini(You

willhaveusbanishedfromthevillage)

Aswewerearguingweheardsomeonecallout..

Me:Ngena!!(comein)

Shelookedatme..

Ma:Uvalelomlomowakhowena(Keepquiet)

Makhosiwalkedin..

Makhosi:SanibonanikwaLanga(Greetings)

Ma:HauMakhosisangenelwawuwe(Whatapleasantsurprise)

Makhosi:Angihlalangafuthiangekengibemude(Iwon'tbelong)

HelookedatmyMother..

Him:Mimmysekuyisikhathi(Mimmythetimehascome)
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MyMothershookherhead..

Ma:Ngicelaungasisukelisihlelingokuthula(pleasedon'tbotherus

whilewelivingpeacefully)

Makhosi:UmauDlunkuluangatholabazombulalauWinnie(Ifthe

QueencanfindoutaboutthistheywillkillWinnie)

TearsformedinmyMother'seyes..

Ma:NgempelauWinnieuthweleIndoniyamanzi?(Mychildisreally

pregnantwiththenextguardian)

Makhosinodded..

Makhosi:Idlozielikhululikhulumilengenkathingiphosaamathambo

(OurancestorhasspokenwhenIthrewthebones)

MyMomslowlywentdown..

Me:Ma!!!!

IlookedatMakhosi..

Me:Kwenzakalani?(What'sgoingon)

.

Tobecontinued
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BAWINILELANGA

IneededtoknowthetruthandIneededthemtotellmethetruth

rightnow.MakhosiwokemyMomupandsatherdownsothat

shecouldtellmethetruthhegaveheraglassofwater.My

MotherdrankandIlookedather..

Ma:KwaNkosiuNgwaneakuzalwaumntwanaoyedwakuphela

kodwaloomdalawuyeobayiNkosi.Beselabaabanyekebahlala

laesgodininjengabanyeabantunjebayaxoshwaebukhosini.Inzalo

yakwaNgwaneyabusisekangamadodanakuphelaabanyebabo

bazebalwabalwelaisihlalokodwababulawakabuhlunguyizisebenzi

zeNkosi.InkosiuNgwaneyeSineyabanamadodanaamabili.Le

endalayathathaisihlaloleenyekeyazakhelanjelaesgodiniyaba

nenganeeyodwakwabayimi.LoebeyiNkosiwazalaUNgwanelo
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oyiNkosiyethu..(Theroyalhousehadmorethanjustonechildbut

everychildborntotheNgwaneclantheeldestistheonethat

becomesaking.TheNgwaneclanwasblessedwithonlyboys

thosewhoweren'tchosentobekingswerelefttolivelikeusas

Normalpeople.Someofthemfoughtforthethronebut

unfortunatelytheywerekilledbypeoplewhoworkedfortheking.

Ngwanethe4thhadtwoboysoneofthembecamekingandone

ofthembecameacommonerandhewasmyFather.Thechild

wasbornintoroyaltybecameourKing)

Thiswasnewstome..

Me:UshoukuthiInkosiyethuuNgwaneumzalawakho?(Youtelling

methatourkingisyourcousin)

Shenodded..

Ma:Umkhuluwakhowazalelwaebukhosini(YourGrandfatheris

royalty)

Makhosi:YikhoinganeyakhoikhethiweukuthiibeyiNdoniyamanzi

(That'swhyyourunbornchildhasbeenchosentobethenext

Guardian)

Ma:KuyaqalangaweukuthikukhethweIndoniyamanziengekho

esihlalweni(Youthefirstonetocarryaguardianthat'snotfrom

theroyalhouse)
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Iputmyhandonmytummy..

Me:KodwaMaindondakaziyamiiyobayisihlabeloSalaesgodini?

(Mychildisgoingtobeasacrificeforthevillage)

Makhosi:Kantisekuhlukilemanje.Izindonizamanzimanjeziyakhona

ukuphilabazebafikeesigabeniesithile(nowtheGuardiansofthe

rivercanliveuptoacertainage)

Ma:IndoniYamanziyeSineyaphilayazeyafikaeminyakeniengu18

(The4thGuardianofthewaterliveduntilshewas18)

Makhosi:Indoniyamanziithathwaumaenyeseyizozalwa(The

Guardianisonlytakenwhenanotheroneisabouttobeborn)

Ma:SekudluleiminyakamanjesinceIndoniyamanziyathathwa

yikhokukhethweeyakho(It'sbeenyearsnowsincethelast

Guardianwastakenthat'swhyyourshasbeenchosen)

Ishookmyhead..

Me:UmaenyeIndoniyamanziiyokhethwakushoukuthieyami

inganeiyongcwatshwaiphila?(ThatmeanswhenanotherGuardian

isgoingtobebornmychildwillbeburiedalive)

Makhosi:Yebo..Meleiyohlalaemfuleninezinyeibeyidlozi(Yes..

Shehastogototheriverandbecomeanancestor)

Tearswelledupinmyeyes..
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Me:Angivumi(Iwon'tacceptthat)

Makhosi:Umaungavuminizofanobabilibeseisgodiangekesibene

Ndoniyamanzi.Sizohlupheka(Ifyoudon'tallowbothofyouare

goingtodiethenthevillagewillsufferagain)

Ishookmyhead..

Me:Akukhorightlokhuokwenzakalayo(What'shappeningisnot

right)

Makhosi:Kuzomelesihambesiyeemfuleningobakuzozainyanga

yalekwaSkhakhaneumaiphosaamathambokuyovelaukuthiwuwe

othweleIndoniyamanziyethubeseuNdlunkuluuzothiubulawe(We

willhavetomovefasttheyhavecalledatraditionalhealerfrom

theSkhakhanevillage.He'sgoingtothrowthebonesandhe's

gonnafindoutthatyouarecarryingthenextGuardian.TheQueen

willhaveyoukilled)

Ma:NgiyaziukuthilokhuokwenzakalayoakukhorightMntanam'

kodwamelekwenzekengalendlela(Iknowthatthisisnotunfair

butishastobedonemychild)

Makhosi:NgiphuleimithethoeminingiukuthingizelaumaInkosi

ithola.Namingizobulawa(I'veriskedalottocomehereiftheking

canfindoutthatI'vebetrayedthem.Hewillhavemekilled)

AtthatmomentIstartedtofeelcramps..
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Me:Ahhhh

Makhosi:Sekuyisikhathimelesambe(Thetimehascomewehave

togo)

Ma:WozaWinnie(ComeWinnie)

Makhosi:UmauseduzekushoukuthinoDlunkuluuseduzemele

sihambengaphambikokuthibasifikelekuqalaemfuleni(Ifyouin

labournowthatmeanstheQueenisalsoinlabourwehavetogo

nowbeforetheymakeittotheriverbeforeus)

MyMomlookedatme..

Ma:Kumelekubengalendlela(Ithastobethisway)

_________________________

MAKHOSAZANA(QUEEN)

ThecrampsweregettingintensenowIheldontightlytothearm

restofmychair..

Me:Akumelangakubengalendlelamelesilindeinyangayakwa

Skhakhane(It'snotsupposedtobethiswaywesupposetowait

forthetraditionalhealer)

King:SneHambauyolandauVusimuziKumelesisheshesiye

emfuleni.UmtsheleukuthialandeuMakhosi(Snegoandfetch

Vusimuzihehastogetthetraditionalhealersothatwegotothe
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Ndoniyamanziriver)

SneranofftofetchVusimuzi..

Me:Kusheshile(It'stoosoon)

King:BambelelakancaneMaDlamini

Sponsored

sizohamabamanje(Holdonabitlongerwewillleavesoon)

_________________

BAWINILELANGA

Unfortunatelywecannotfightfatewecannotstopnorchange

whatismeanttobe.

WesetofftogototheriverIwasonawheelbarrowandMakhosi

waspushingit.MyMotherfollowedwasnexttomewehadto

leavethekidsbehind.ThecrampsweregettingintenseandIfelt

thatIwaswetmywaterprobablybroke..

Ma:SheshaMakhosi!!(Hurry)

Me:Makubuhlungu(It'spainful)

Ma:Ngiyazinganeyam'Bambelelasesizofika(Holdonabitlonger

wealmostthere)

________________________
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MAKHOSAZANA(QUEEN)

Vusi:uMakhosiakekho(Thetraditionalhealerisnotathisplace)

King:Asambeniis'khathisesifikile(Let'sgothetimehascome)

Vusi:ihashisengililungisileasambeni(Ihavepreparedthehorse

let'sgo)

Snewentouttoringthebellthebellwastoletthevillagersknow

thatthenextGuardianisabouttobebornsotheyallhaveto

followustotherivertowitnessthissacredbirth.

_________________

BAWINILELANGA

TheIndoniyamanziriverisnotthatfarasMakhosiwasrunning

whilepushingthewheelbarrowIcouldseeitwewereveryclose.I

haveseenitbeforebuttodayitlookedverybeautiful.Thewater

wasglowingandthewaterfallwasbeautifultoo..

Ma:Yabosesifikile(Youseewerehere)

Makhosiplacedthewheelbarrownexttosomerockhehelpedme

togetup..

Ishookmyhead..

Me:Akukhoright(Thisisnotright)
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Theyhelpedmetowalktotheedgeoftheriverwherethewater

wasn'tthatdeepforawaterbirth.Mychildhastobetouchedby

thewatersoherancestorsthepreviousGuardianscanblessher.

UMakhosiputthegrassmatdownandmyMotherhelpedmeto

layonitmyMotherwasgonnahelpwiththewholebirth.Withmy

firstpregnancyIwasinlabourforaverylongtimethisoneseems

tobeveryquick..Makhosichantedtheclannamesandaskedthe

ancestorstobewithusmyMotherwasencouragingmetopush

andIdid..AswewerebusywiththebirthofmyDaughterIheard

someonescreaming..

Ma:Sebafikile(Theyarehere)

Voice:Noooooo!!!Babulaleni(Goandkillthem)

ThatcouldonlymeanonethingthattheQueenhasarrivedtoo...

Ma:OhhNkosiyamsokwenzanjanimanje(whatarewegoingto

donow)

Ilookedandthemenweremakingtheirwaytoustheywere

holdingspears.Ifearedforourlivestheywillkilluswithouthaving

anymercy.AtthatmomentsomethingspectacularhappenedIsaw

QueenNowisaandtheotherGuardiansstandinginthemiddleof

theriver...

Me:Mamabheka(Mamalook)
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Ma:Yini?Ubonaini?(Whatareyouseeing)

Me:uDlunkuluuNowisa(TheQueenNowisa)

Makhosi:Akwazekiabaphilayoabamboni(that'simpossiblethe

livingcannotseeher)

ShewasthemostbeautifulwomanthatI'veeverseensowere

theotherGuardians.Sheliftedherhandupandthenthewater

startedtorise.Thewaterformedaclusteraroundusthat

protectedusfromanyexternalharm.

Thementhattriedtobreakthroughtheyweresentflyingand

theyfellfar.IkeptonpushingwithNowisaandtheGuardiansstill

standingthereuntilmyDaughtercameout.Makhosiwastheone

toholdherandputherinthewaterfirstthenheheldheruphigh

asshecried..

Makhosi:Indoniyethuyamanzi(Ourguardian)

Thevillagersstartedclappingandululating..

Nowisasmiled..

Nowisa:uQondisiweIndoniyamanzi

Shethenlookedatmeandsomehoweverythingstartedtolook

blurrythenafterthatIsawtotaldarkness.Iwentblind..

.
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Tobecontinued

04

04

QONDISIWE

[PRESENTDAY]

Iwakeupveryearlyinthemorningataround4amtoprepare

herbsforthepeopleinthevillage.IamtheveryfirstIndoni

yamanzitotakeonthetraditionalhealingrouteeversince

uMakhosiwasbanishedfromourvillagealongtimeagoaftermy

birthforbetrayingtheKing.IconnectverywellwithPeople's

ancestorsandmyancestorsthepreviousGuardianstohealand

helppeople.Ourvillagehasgrowneversinceweevenaccept

peoplefromthecitytocometoourvillageandseektraditional

help.It'saverydemandingresponsibilityfrommysidebutIdoit

withlovebecauseit'swhoIam.Mymothertoldmeaboutmy
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birthIstilldon'tunderstandhowIbecameIndoniYamanziwhilst

I'mnotevenroyalty.ShejustsaidthatIwaschosenbecauseof

mybeautyIdon'tknowhowsheknowsthatI'mbeautifulbecause

she'sbeenblindforaverylongtime.TheQueenneverrecovered

asmuchasshewantedtodoawaywithmebutshecouldn't.If

shehadmekilledthenthevillagewasgoingtosuffershe

would'vefeltthewrathoftheAncestors.TheRoyalhousehasa

pictureofQueenNowisaithasbeensaidattheroyalhousethatI

lookexactlylikeher.HencetheQueenbackeddownfromcoming

aftermeandmyfamily...Iam22yearsoldnowandhavebeen

IndoniYamanziforaslongasIcanrememberit'smylifeandI'm

usedtoit...

Ma:Masekuthulekanjekushokonaukuthiucabangakakhulu(When

it'sthisquietthatmeansyouthinkingalot)

Iturnedandlookedather...

Ma:Phelangabemanjeusuculakamnandi(Bynowyouwouldbe

singing)

Igotupandwenttoher...

Me:Bengizokulethelaamanziwokugeza(Iwould'vebroughtyou

watertobath)

Ma:Kantinjebengifunaukushaywaumoya(Iwantedfreshair)



36

MySistercameouttooshewaspreparedtogotowork.She's

partofthepeopleinthevillagewhogoandsellfruits&Vegetables

inthecity.IhavetwoSisters.Khaboninaisthefirstbornandthen

Sindisiweisthesecondborn.Sindisiweisinthecityshelefta

longtimeago.Sheislivingthelifeandhasagoodjobwhenshe

visitsusshealwaysshowsmeherpictures.She'sbeenaroundthe

worldshe'sbeentoDubaishe'sbeentoThailandandItalyjust

tonameafew.Shedrivesabeautifulcarandhasalotofmoney.

IwishthatIcouldgotothecitytoomakesomethingoutof

myselfbutunfortunatelyIhaveadutyhere.AdutytomyPeople.

Khaboninaisverybittershehadtogiveupherlifeandcareforus

eversinceourMotherwentblind.Shehastwokidsandshe'svery

miserable.Sheblamesusthatherdreamshadtobeonholdso

thatshecouldtakecareofus.Iwishshecouldopenherheart

andforgiveherselffornotbeingwhereshewantedtobe..

Khabo:Sengiyahamba(I'mleaving)

Me:Bengithingizokwenzelaitiyangaphambikokuthiuhambe(I

wantedtomakeyousometeabeforeyouleft)

Khabo:Ngizodlaphambili(I'llgetsomethingontheway)

Ma:Uhambekahlesisi

Sheheldherbagandwalkedaway..
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________________

LUNGISABIYELA

Ilookedmyarmonthemirrorthebitemarkswerestillfresh.Iran

myfingerthereanditwasabitpainfultheskininthatareahad

peeledoffabit...

MynameisLungisaBiyelaIam35yearsoldandIamaCEOat

ourfamilycompany.WeinAgricultureandhavebeenforavery

longtime.Myfatheristheonewhostartedusoffwhenhe

passedoneverythingwassignedofftomyMother.Shedidn't

havemuchknowledgeaboutthebusinesssowhenIgraduatedshe

mademetheCEO.Wehavegrownovertheyearswehave5

shareholdersandmyMotherbeingthethemajorshareholder.Iam

engagedtoabeautifulwomanbythenameofNokuthulaIwould

lieifIsayloveexistsinourrelationship.MaybeIdidloveherat

firstbutastimewentonandsawwhoshewasthatlovedied.

Nokuthula'sFatherisawealthybusinessmanshealsohasshares

inourcompany.Heisthesecondmajorshareholderandavery

goodfamilyfriend.MyMotherliterallysoldmetothatfamily.

NokuthulalikedmeverymuchsomyMothersaidIshouldgivein

becauseweneedherFatherandhisstatusmore.Sheisaspoiled

bratandverycrazy.SometimesIwonderifshe'smentalstable

withalltheshitthatshedoes.She'sverypossessiveandinsecure
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Idon'tknowhowmanytimesI'vebeenaccusedof"Cheating".

Whenhermindgoeshaywireshestartsunnecessaryfightsand

endupattackingmephysicallylastnightwasanotherunfortunate

nightformeaftershehaddrankwine.Whenwestarteddating

shewasn'tdoinganythingotherthanspendingDaddy'smoneyas

timewentonshestartedgettingboredanddecidedtoworkin

oneofhiscompanies.I'mtiredofhertobehonestbutIcan'tdo

awaywithherbecausewestillneedherfatherhe'sagood

contact.IhavealittleBrotherhisnameisIbanathiBiyelaandthat

onelivesalifeofhisown.He'sinvarsityandhasbeentherefor

awhilenow.HekeepsonfailingIcanjustsaythatheisthe

blacksheepofthefamilyandgiveszerofucksaboutthecompany..

Hedoesn'tgetalongwithourMothertheyalwaysfighting.It's

safetosayweareonerichbrokenfamilymoneydoesn'tbuy

happinessatall...

_________________

IBANATHIBIYELA

"Yeahyougotthatyummyyum

Thatyummyyum

Thatyummyyummy

Yeahyougotthatyummyyougotthatyummyyum
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Thatyummyyum

Thatyummyyummy"

IopenedmyeyesandeverythingappearedblurryatfirstIkepton

blinkingafewtimesuntilIrealizedthatIwasinahotelroom.A

certainfemalehadherheadonmychestanotheroneliterallyhad

hersonmycrotch.Imovedtheonethatwaslayingonmychest

androseupfromthepillowIremovedtheotheroneandgotout

ofbedbusytrippingonchampagneandHennesseybottles.Iwas

wearingmybriefsonlyIlookedaroundformypants.Mybest

friendwaslayingwithanotheronegirlonthecouchIranmyhand

acrossmyfaceasIfeltlikeIhavebeenranoverbyatruck.I

mademywaytothebathroomandbeforeIcouldopenthedoorI

heardsomeonemoaning...

Me:Whatthe???

IopenedthedoorandmyotherfriendwasbeinggivenaBJin

thebathroombysomehoney..

Him:Wtfman??Closethefuckendoor!!

Me:OhhmybadIclosedthedoorwhilechuckling

"Saythewordonmyway

Yeahbabeyeahbabeyeahbabe
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Anynightanyday

Saythewordonmyway

Yeahbabeyeahbabeyeahbabe

Inthemorningorlate

Saythewordonmyway"

Iwalkedoverandturnedthestereodowntheroomwasamess

andeverythingwasgoingtobepaidoffbyme.Isearchedformy

iPhoneuntilIfounditIhad5missedcallsfrommyMomanda

textmessagethatread:

"YouknowIcan'twaitforyourtrustfundtorunout.Don'teven

thinkthatyougoingtogetacentfromme!AsamatteroffactI

wouldbeveryhappyifyoucoulddie.Youarenothingbutan

embarrassmentandyoushamingourfamilyname.GrowupIba"

Itextedherback..

"Maybeyoushouldjustkillmetoolikehowyoukilledmyfather!

TrustfundmyleftfootIownpartofthatcompanybitchit'smy

inheritancetoo"

IhatemyMotherwithPassionthathagkilledmyfatherbecause

hewasabouttoleavehimforanotherwoman.Hehasseenhow

evilshewasandwasreadytodivorceherleavingherwithnothing.
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Somewheresomehowafterhismysteriousdeathalmosteverything

hadbeensighedovertothatwoman.She'sveryevilandIhate

thatsheevengavebirthtome.UnlikemybigBrotherLungiI

don'tletherrunovermeIdon'tletherpushmearoundasiflike

I'mnothingbutapuppy.Iwillfightherandfightforwhat's

rightfullymine..Ispottedthesmallplasticofcocaineonthetable

andwenttodoitlastnightImissedthefamilydinneronpurpose

justtopissheroffandwentclubbingwithmyfriends.I'drather

bearoundpeoplewhomakemehappythanfakehappinesswith

myfamily..

____________

QONDISIWE

HappyandIstoodatthegatewewereheretodroptheQueen's

medsasalways.Happyismybestfriendsheliveswithher

Grandmotherandhersiblings.Shehelpsmealotwithmyduties

andshe'smoreofaloudmouththanme.Iamveryreservedand

shefightsmybattlesforme..

PrincessNomasontoslowlymadeherwaytoustheyhavealotof

servantsIdon'tknowwhytheydon'taskontheserventstofetch

themedsfromussinceI'mnotallowedtostepfootinside..

Happy:Aiinawuke(hereshecomes)
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Me:UzibambephelayiNkosazana(Behaveyourselfshe'sthe

princess)

Shestoodbeforeusandfoldedherarms..

Ibowedalittle..

Me:Nkosazana(Princess)

IlookedatHappysheforcedherselftobow..

Me:SiletheumuthiforuDlunkulu(WehavebroughttheQueenher

Meds)

ShestretchedherhandandIgotthebottlefrommybagand

gaveittoher.SheopeneditandpouredoutthemedicineinsideI

sighed..

Her:Ngathikuyomelewenzeomunyengenzeiphuthashame(looks

likeyouwillhavetomakeanotherbottleIaccidentallyspilledthis

one)

Happy:Kodwaunentliziyoembisizamaukusizaumamakhola(You

havesuchanevilheartwetryingtohelpyourmotherhere)

Her:"Si"..WeeeeHappyuncedakuphiwena?(We..Happyhoware

youtryingtohelp)

Itookanotherbottlefrommybag...
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Me:Bengaziukuthilokhukuzokwenzekayikhongenzeamabhodlela

amabili(Iknewthiswasgoingtohappenthat'swhyImade2

bottles)

Shetookiffrommethenrolledhereyes..

Sheturnedherbackandstartedwalkingaway..

Happy:Yikhonjeangasiyindoniyamanziashongobubi(That'swhy

she'snottheGuardian)

Ilaughed..

Me:Aghasambe(let'sgo)

Westartedwalking..

Me:USindiung'phatheleizincwadikungcononamhlanjesizofunda

(MySisterbroughtmesomebooksatleastwegoingtoread

today)

MySisterbringsmesomekiddiesstorybookssothatIcanteach

myselfhowtoreadandwriteIpracticealotwithherwhenshe's

aroundthenafterItakethemandteachHappyhowtoread.

That'showwekeepourselvesoccupiedwhenwesittingatthe

Riversothatwedon'tgetbored..

.

Tobecontinued
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05

05

QONDISIWE

Me:TheEnd

Happystartedclappingherhands

Happy:HaiSisisowuyaqinamanjekulesingesi(yougettinggoodat

learningEnglish)

Me:NgiyazamangisameleuSindiabuyefuthiazongifundisa(I'm

trying..I'mactuallywaitingforSinditocomebackandteachme

more)

(Silence)

Happy:YaziQondiwenaufanelweizintoezintleufanelweukufunda
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ubuyefuthiuzitholelenesoka.Kukokonkelokuosiyenzelakonala

esgodiniamadloziwakhomeleakubhadale(YouknowQondiyou

deserveallthebestinlife.Youdeserveeducationandagood

boyfriend.Everythingthatyouhavedoneforushereinthisvillage

yourancestorsneedtoblessyou)

IappreciatewhatQondiissayingandIdowishforalifethatis

beyondthisonebutthatwillonlyremainasawishbecauseIhave

aduty.AlifethatIwantwillonlyclashwithwhoIam.Icannot

neglectmydutiesasIndoniyamanziI'mactuallymarriedtowhoI

am.

Me:Lokhokuyohlalakuyisifiso(Thatwillonlyremainasawish)

Happy:Kodwaawukazaminokuzama(Youhaven'teventried)

Me:HaiHappy

Her:MeleuzamekantifuthiuyazinoManqobauyazifelangawe

(YouneedtotryplusManqobaisheadoverhillswithyou)

Manqobaworksfortheroyalhouse.Heherdstheircowsand

everythingelsethatneedstobedoneheisactuallyaniceguy.

Me:KodwaHappyangikazengaqomanje(Ihaveneverdated

before)

Her:Awukeuzame(Youneedtotry)
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HappyhasaboyfriendhisnameisThulane.Theirrelationshipis

nicesheloveshimandhelovesher.Iwonderhowitfeelstobe

lovedIwonderhowitfeelstobeinarelationship..

________________

LUNGISABIYELA

Iwalkedintotheofficeandeveryonestartedgreetingmefromthe

receptionallthewaytomyterritory.IhaveaPAbythenameof

SloaneheisgayandNokuthula'sbestfriend.Noksistheonewho

suggestedthatIshouldhaveagayPAbecauseshe'sworriedthat

anyfemaleatmydeskImightgettempted..

Sloanewalkedinaftermeholdingmycoffee

Him:Boss

Me:MorningSlo

Him:Unjanimuntuwam'(Howareyoumyperson)

Me:I'mgoodSloandhowareyou?

Him:I'mgood

Hereisyourcoffee..Heputitonthetable..

Me:Thankyou

Him:FlowersareonthewaytothePenthouse
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Me:Thankyou

Him:Noksaskedmetohelpherplantheengagementpartyfor

thiscomingweekend..Areyouexcited?

Itookmycoffee..

Me:IwasconsumedbyalotofworkthatIactuallyforgotabout

it

Ididn'tforgetaboutitI'mjustnotexcitedaboutit..

Him:Ican'twaittoevenhelpplanthewedding

Me:Seemslikeyouhavealotonyourplate

Him:Itseemslikethatbutit'sforagoodcourse

Inodded..

Mymothercameintomyofficelookingmadashell...

Slo:MrsBIdidn'tknowyouwerecoming

Mom:Slogetmesometea

Slo:YesMam'

Everyoneisscaredofthiswomansherunsatightship..

Shethrewherbagonthetable..

Mom:LungiI'mveryclosetokillingthatuselessBrotherofyours
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Me:Sekayenzenimanje?(Whathashedonenow)

Shewentintoherbagandgotherphoneshehandedittome..

Mom:Gotomytextmessages

Iwenttohertextmessages..

Mom:Ungibizenges'febe(Hecalledmeabitch)

Ishookmyhead..

Mom:Iwon'tbedisrespectedbyachildthatIgavebirthtoo!I

ameventhinkingofstoppinghistrustfund

Me:That'sonlygoingtomakehimworse

Mom:Hedoesn'thavehisprioritiesstraight!

Me:Maybeifyoucouldjustleavehimhewillstopactinglikethis

Ibadoesthisbecauseheknowsthathewillgetthisreactionfrom

you.Sometimesyoujustneedtokeepquietandsurprisehim

Ihandedherbackherphoneshesighed..

Her:Wenaunjani?(howareyou)

Me:I'mfine

Her:HowisNoks?

Me:She'sfine(lowvoice)
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Her:Afterthestuntshepulledlastnight

Ididn'tsayanything..

Her:Iknowthatsheisnotthebestbutshecanbefixedright?

Getherhelpthenuzobaright

Me:Isupposeso

Her:Maybemarriageisgoingtochangeher

Me:Marriagewillneverchangeherunlessshewantstochange

Her:Don'ttalklikethat..

Me:MaawumaziuNoksukuthiunjani(Youdon'tknowhowsheis)

Her:IrefuseLungingekewahlulwaumfazi(Youcan'tbedefeated

byawoman)

Me:I'mnotgoingtohithernoruseanyforceonher

Her:Ngiyezwa(Ihearyou)

Iopenedthechairandsatdown..

Me:Ihaveworktodo

Her:Okaywetalklaterthenmaybeyoutwocancomeoveratthe

housefordinner

Me:I'llsee
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Her:IloveyouLungiyouthebestSonthatI'veeverhad

Me:IloveyoutooMa

Her:Letmeleaveyoutodoyourworkthen

Me:Bye

Her:TellSlohewaslatewithmytea

Me:I'lldoso

Shetookherbagandwalkedout..

__________

IBANATHI

IgottomyplaceandIwastiredashellallIwantedtodowas

tojustsleep.Iwasn'tgoingtoattendtoday.Thehotelbillwas

veryhighthistimearoundIactuallyfeltit..

WhenIgotinmygirlfriendwasaround.IforgotthatIgavehera

keywhenshewantedmetobeseriouswithourrelationship..

Her:Iba

Me:Thembela

Her:Wherehaveyoubeen?Youhaven'tbeenansweringyour

phonebabe
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Me:YaIwentoutlastnight

Her:Whydidn'tyoutellme?

Me:Iforgot

Her:Youlooklikehell

RelationshipsboremetodeathIdon'tevenknowwhyI'mstill

withher.I'velonglostinterestinher..

Me:Youdon'thaveclassestoday?

Ithrewmyselfonthecouch..

Her:Ido

Sponsored

Idon'tevenknowwhyI'mstillwithher.I'velonglostinterestin

her..

Me:Youdon'thaveclassestoday?

Ithrewmyselfonthecouch..

Her:IdoIactuallycameheretoseeifyouokay

Shecameandsatontopofme..

Her:Iwasveryworried

Iputmyhandsonherhips..



52

Her:What'swrong?Youseemboredbyme?

Iletabreathescapemylips..

Me:I'mjusttiredthat'sall

Her:WellIhaveaplanwhydon'twegototheshowerand..

Shekissedmeonmyneck...

Me:ActuallyIwanttobealoneI'mtiredandIneedtorest

Her:Ohw

Shegotoffme..

Me:Whenyouleavepleaseleavemykeyonthecounter..

Igotup..

Her:Ibaareyoustillfeelingme?

Me:I'mjustTeethat'sall..Pleasedon'tstartanydramayou

knowIdon'tlikegirlswithDrama

Shenodded..

She'sasweetgirlandIhatedoingthistoherbutshewilllearn.

Shehastolearnthatniggasain'tshitandIwanthertolearn

fromme..

Her:IguessI'llcallyoulater
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Me:Youdothat

Iapproachedthestaircase..

Her:Iloveyou

Me:Loveyoutoo

BeinginarelationshipisatrapI'veseenmyBrotherandheis

hellamiserable.Ihaveothergirlshavingalotofgirlsactually

makesmehappy...Idon'tseemyselfbeingtieddownina

relationshiporfallinghardforagirl..

___________

QONDISIWE

Mynecklacestartedtoglow.IhavethisnecklacethatIwear

everydayithasalittlewaterpendent.ThewaterisfromtheIndoni

yamanziRiverwhenitglowsit'sasignthatsomeoneiscoming

forhelp..Ipackedthebooksaway..

Happy:Bheka(look)

IsawManqobaapproachinguswithsomelady..

Me:Umsebenzisowuyaqala(nowit'stimetowork)

PeoplewhoneedhelptheystartattheroyalhousethenManqoba

bringsthemheretome..
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Manqoba:Sanibonani(Greetings)

Wegreetedhimback.Manqobaisgoodlooking.Heisdarkandhis

afroisalwayscleanandneat..

Lady:Wowthisriverisbeautiful

FromhowshespokeIcouldtellthatshewasfromthecity..

Manqoba:Qondi

Me:Hello

Him:LouSisiuLetta(ThisisLetta)

Ilookedather..

Me:Sawubona(hello)

Her:YeboSisi

Manqoba:SisilowuQondiwuyeozokusiza(ThisisQondisiweshe's

theonewhoisgoingtohelpyou)

Shelookedatme..

Her:Aveemncane(she'syoung)

Manqobachuckled..

Him:Bonkebashonjalountilnatholeusizo(Theyallsaythatuntil

theygethelp)



55

Shecameclose...

Me:Ngicelaisandlasakho(Pleasegivemeyourhand)

Shelookedatusandthenextendedherhandtome..Iheldit..

Me:Sithiniisithakazelosakinisakubobabakho(Whatisyour

paternalclannames)

Sheshruggedhershoulders..

Her:Angisazi(Idon'tknow)

Inodded..

Me:Isibongo(Thesurname)

Her:Ngwanya

Me:AzangebakwenzeleimbelekokuboBabaangithi?(Theynever

introducedyoutoyourfather'sancestorsright)

Shenodded..

Me:Amadloziwakhonaawakwazi(Yourancestorsdon'tknowyou)

Shekeptquiet..

Me:Kumelebakwaziukuzeuzotholaizibusisozakakhokhowakho

kubobabakho(theyneedtoknowyousothatyoucangettheir

blessings)
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Her:EkhayaUmauyasontaizintozamasikoakazingeni(MyMother

isaChristianshedoesn'tdotradition)

Me:UmaungakwenziLokhoizintozakhongekezihambekahle.

Zohlalazimile(Ifyoudon'tdothatyourthingswon'tgowell)

Her:ekhayasiyathandaza(Athomewepray)

Me:AngikungabaziLokho.Ukuzazisaemadloziniwakiniangeke

kwamaphambikwakhonenkoloyakhousebenzisaIsibongosakhona

melebakwazi(Iamnotdenyingthat.Introducingyourselftoyour

ancestorswon'tstandinthewayofyourreligionyouusingtheir

surnametheyneedtoknowyou)

Her:Kuzobaindabaendalale(Thisisgoingtobemessy)

Me:KubekudalausebenzaSisifuthilokhuokwakhoakuhluphi.

Kumeleushiseimphephoubenamakhandlelaamathathuushweleze

izithakazelozabokhokhobakhobakhaboBaba.Wenzenjalountil

bakuzwe(Youwouldlongbeworking.Youhavetoburnan

incensecallontheirclannamesuntiltheyrecognizeyou)

Shesighed..

Her:Haiangazi(Idon'tknow)

Iletherhandgo..

Her:Asazisisi(wedon'tknow)
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Weallkeptquiet..

Her:Meleng'hambe(Ihavetogo)

Sheturnedandstartedwalkingaway..

Happy:Yakunzima(It'shard)

Me:Losisiubekelweokuhlekphelaabokhokhobakheumanje

angavumaukwenzalokhuuyokutholakonkeokumfanele(Thislady

issupposedtogetalotofgoodthingsifonlyshecoulddoasI

say)

Happy:Uzothiningobainkoloyakheayivumi(Herreligiondoesn't

allow)

Me:TheGodofherforefathers-

Happy:Wenana.."TheGodofherforefathers"

Ismiled..

Me:Siyelakhona(Wegettingthere)

Manqoba:Ithinginishiyekemantombazanakusekhonaabanye(Let

meleaveyouladiesthere'smoreclients)

Hesmiledatme..Ismiledathimtoothenheleft..

Happyhitmeonmyshoulderabit..

Her:Godofherforefathers
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Sheclappedherhands..

Her:Thathamngani(Yougogirl)

Webothlaughed..

.

Tobecontinued

06

06

QONDISIWE

LateronmyMotherMySisterandIweweregatheredaroundthe

fireeatingdinner.Itwasn'tsomethingspecialjustPapandspinach.

TodayIdelayedwiththeconsultationssoKhabohadtocookwhen

shegotbackandwedidn'theartheendofit.

WeateourdinnerinPeacewhilstthekidsweren'tsittingthatfar
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fromus..IkeptonlookingatmyMotherbecauseIwantedtoask

hersomethingshe'slikemybestfriendandItalktoherabout

everything...

Me:Ma

Sheturnedherheadtothesoundofmyvoice

Me:Indoniyamanziakumelangaukuthiibenempilo?Ngaphandle

kwaleenginayo?(Aguardianisnotmeanttohavealifeotherthan

theonethatIknow)

Ma:Ushonjani?(Whatdoyoumean)

Me:Naminginamaphuphongingathandaukufundangibenesoka

ngibenempilonje(Iwouldliketobeeducatedhaveaboyfriend

justhavealifeinGeneral)

Khaboninalaughed..

MyMomsmiled..

Khabo:Akukhompiloozobanayongaphandlekwalengishongoba

ksasanjeungafanokufa(There'snolifeyougoingtohaveother

thantheoneyouknowtomorrowyoumightevendie)

Ma:Khabo!!

Khabo:Yini?Kantimelesikhulumeamangana?(what?Shouldwe

lietoher?)
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Mysisterlookedatme..

Khabo:LeyoMpilouzoyitholaemaphupheningekeuyinukenje(That

lifeyouwillonlyliveitinyourdreams)

Ma:Qondingiyaziukuthilokhukunzimakuwekodwahlalauwazi

ukuthisonkesadalelwaizimpiloezihlukile.Wenaubusesikilekakhulu

uncedaabantu.Lokhuokwenzayoakwenziwawuwowonkeumuntu

wakhethwausesibelethweniSami(QondiIknowthatthisisdifficult

foryoubutknowthatweareallnotdestinedforthesamelife.

Whatyoudonoteveryonecando.Youhelppeopleyouheal

people.Youareveryblessedandyouwerechosenfromwhenyou

wereinmywomb)

Me:NgiyakuzwaMa(IhearyouMa)

Ma:Uthandolutholakalakuzozonkeizindawoabantubakulesigodi

bayakuthandakakhulufuthi.Uthandoalutholakaliendondenikuphela

(Youcanfindloveanywhereyourpeopleloveyoudearly.Love

doesn'tcomefromamanonly)

Isighedandwentbacktoeatingmyfood..

Ma:Lesisisigodingekesayaphambilingaphandlekwakho(This

villagecannotprogresswithoutyou)

Inoddedeventhoughshewon'tsee..

Me:Namibengingathandaukufananabanyeabantungibenempilo
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efananabanye(IwouldliketobenormalIwouldliketohavea

normallife)

Ma:Kodwaawufaninabanyeabantunjeubalulekile(Younotlike

anordinarypersonyouareveryimportant)

Khabo:Futhinjelendoniyamanziisiqalekiso(ThisGuardianthingis

acurse)

Ma:KodwaKhabo

Khabo:Ngekenjeubenempiloefananabanyeuna22Qondikube

kudalawayamukela(Youwillneverhaveanormallifeyou22

Qondi.Youshould'velongacceptedthat)

Iletherbeunfortunatelynoonecandoanythingwithher

bitterness..

AswewereeatingquietlyIsawheadlights..

Khabo:Ngabaubanimanje?(Whoisthat)

WhenthecargotcloserIrealizedthatitwasSindi'scar.Istood

up..

Me:MauSindi(Mait'sSindi)

Mymoodchanged..

Ma:HauuSindi
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Khabo:Nayiintandokazienye(Herecomesanothergoldenegg)

Iputmydishdownandrantohercar..

_________

IBANATHI

SomeonewasringingmydoorbelllikecrazyIcannevergetsome

peaceandquiet.IcheckedmyphoneandIdidn'thaveanymissed

callsnooneshowsupatmyplacewithoutcallingfirst.Iwonder

whoitis..

IgotoutofbedandputonmyshortsImademywaydownstairs

toopen.Thedoorbellwasringingoffthehook..

Me:YaaI'mcoming!!!

Iwentdownthestairstothekitchentoopenthedoor.Itwasmy

MotherIsuddenlygotbored..

Me:Ma

Shemadeherwayinherheelsmadenoiseasshewalkedin.I

closedthedoor..

Shelookedaroundfirstwithoutsayinganythingatleastmy

girlfriendcleaned.Wellthere'snooneelsewhocancleanmymaid

doesn'tworkonweekends..Thisisgoingtobealongday..She

finallyturnedandlookedatme..
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Her:Iba

Iscratchedmyhead..

Me:Youshould'vecalled

Her:Asiflikeyouweregoingtoanswermycalls

Me:Whatdoyouwant?

Sheopenedherbagandcamebackwithasmallenvelopeshe

handedittome..

Me:Whatisthis?

Her:Read

IopenedtheenvelopeandtookouttheletterIreadthrough..

Me:What??

Shedidn'tsayanything..

Me:I'mexcludedfromtheVarsity?

Her:It'ssadisn'tit?

Me:Whatdidyoudo?Didyoubribethemanagement?

Sheputherpurseonthecounterandhercarkeys..

Her:DoyouknowtherichestfamiliesinSouthAfrica?

Me:What'sthatgottodowiththis?
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Her:ThefirstrichestfamilyisDeLucąthencomestheMartînez

familythencomestheThobekgales

Sponsored

thencomestheThobekgalesandfinallytheBiyelas.Allthose3

familiestheirrichesareledbyMen.EdwardDeLucąAndre

MartînezVicThobekgaletheBiyelafamilyisranbymeandI'llbe

Damnedifyoudragournameintothemud.Whycan'tyoubelike

Lungihuh?Whycan'tIhavebothmyboysworkingsidebyside

intogettingournameatthetop?

Me:Lungiismiserable

Her:Lungiisablessingtothisfamily..Fromtomorrowyouwillbe

workingsidebysidewithhimlearnmoreaboutthecompanyand

stopwastingtimeatVarsitybecauseyouhavebeenfailing

Me:Idon'twannabeapartofthefamilybusiness!

Her:Youhavenochoiceifyouwantmoneyandtokeeponliving

thislifethenyouwillworkhardforitjustlikeeveryoneelse

Shetookherthings..

Her:Ialsosuggestthatyougetagoodgirltheseloosecannons

thatyoubusyrunningaroundwithisnotgoodforourreputation

Me:Gotohell!!
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Her:Ihavestoppedyourtrustfundtoo

Me:I'm28I'minchargeofmymoney

Her:NotanymoreBabyIrunthisship

Shewalkedtothedoor..

Her:OhwandyouwillshowmerespectfromnowonJust

becauseyoumySonthatdoesn'tmeanIcannotcomeafteryou.

GrowupIbathebusinessistakingadownfallweneedanewland

toextendourfarmingandyougoingtobeapartofthatproject.

Don'tdisappointme

Sheopenedthedoor..

Her:RememberIloveyousoyouchoose.Areyougonnabeason

thatIwantorareyougoingtodowngradeandlivelikeanormal

person?I'dliketoseethat

Shewalkedoutandthenclosedthedoor..

_________

LUNGISA

Iwasintheboardroomwiththestaffthingsaren'tlookingwellfor

us.Thelandthatweoccupywherewegrowourcropsand

everythingisnolongerproductivewehavetriedeverythingbutit's

failingsorightnowit'llbebesttolookforanotherland.Onethat
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willbeveryadvantageoustowhatwedo..

Me:Iknowthislooksbadbutwehavebeenherebeforeandwe

bouncedbackwecanbouncebackagain..Ourcropsaredying

suppliersain'tgettingagoodstockfromus.Theyhavehadalot

ofcomplaintsandmanywanttopullout

Lindi:There'snothingwecandointryingtoworkonourcurrent

land?

Ishookmyheadno..

Me:That'swhyIhavechosenyouguysyouthebestandIknow

thatwithin3monthswewillfindalandthat'sgoodenoughforus

Ilookedatthetime..

Me:Thankyouallforcomingmeetingadjourned

Idon'twannaliewearenotdoingwell.Inayearorsowemight

beforcedtofileforbankruptcyandthenclosedown..Weneeda

landaverygoodone..

____________

QONDISIWE

Sindialwayslooksbeautifulwhenshecomesby.Herhairher

clotheshermakeupandhercar.She'sreallylivingitupherjobis

reallypayingherwell..
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IhelpedhertocarryafewthingsfromhercartothehutKhabo

juststoodtherewithherarmsfoldedandlookedatus..

Ma:KwazekwakuhleukuthiubenathifuthiSindi(Wegladthatyou

herewithusagain)

Sindi:NamingiyathandaukuzaekhayaMa(I'mhappytobehome)

Herperfumefilledthewholehutherheelswereveryhigh.I

couldn'tpossiblywalkonthatI'dfallfacedown..

Sindi:KwakuhleukunibonafuthiKhabo(It'sgoodtoseeeveryone

Khabo)

Khabojustcurvedherlips..

Me:Usiphatheleni?(Whatdidyoubringforus)

Ma:AwwwQondiawumuyekeaphumule(Qondiletherrest)

Sindi:NgathiubamuhlenjaloMntakaMa(Yougettingmoreand

morebeautiful)

Shetouchedmyface..

Sindi:IfIcanputmakeuponyouyerrrrrrrruzobamuhlekakhulu

Me:Ungadlalingami(don'tplaywithme)

Herphonestartedringingshelookedatitandherfaceturned

sour..
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Her:Ineedtotakethisngiyabuya

Shewalkedouttoanswerherphone..

Khabo:Thinasicelaukulalaksasasiyavukela(Someofusneedto

getsomesleepwehavetowakeupearlytomorrow)

Shebumpedintoonpurpose..

Me:Khabo

Her:Yiningobaumeendleleni(Youstandingintheway)

IrolledmyeyesandwalkedoutIstoodatthedoorstepwhile

watchingSinditalkingonthephoneIcouldn'thearwhatshewas

sayingbutshekeptonwalkingaroundincircles..

Thependentofmynecklacestartedglowingthat'sunusual.Ithas

neverdonethatbeforeatthistimeweclosedforconsultations..

MySistercamebacktome..

Sindi:uRight?

Me:Angazi(Idon'tknow)

Shetouchedit..

Her:Wow..Whyisitglowing?

Me:Huh?
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Sindi:Yintle(It'sbeautiful)

Ilookedatit..

Me:Kukhonaokungekhokahle(Somethingisnotright)

Sindi:Ushonjani?(Whatdoyoumean)

Me:AngaziSindikodwaKukhonaokungekhoright(Idon'tknow

Sindibutsomethingisnotright)

.

Tobecontinued

07

07

QONDISIWE

Idon'tthinkmyhearthaseverbeenbrokenlikethisbeforethe
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painshotthroughmyheartlikeaburningarrow.Meltingitlittleby

littlewithdropsofbloodbleedingthrough.Ihaveneverbeenone

tosuccumbtodeathbutrightnowdeathseemedeasierthanto

livewiththispain.HewaslayingonthebedwithoutmovingI

kneltbeforethebedandheldhishandclosetomyforeheadas

tearsstreameddownmycheeks.Istartedtocallouthisclan

namesIbeggedhisancestorstocomethroughforhimbutatthat

momentIcouldn'tconnectwiththem.Icouldn'treachthem..

Me:SthandwaSam'don'tdothistomeplease(Crying)

Iheardavoicecallingouttome

"Qondisiwe"

IglancedatthebigmirrorintheroomthenitreflectedtheIndoni

yamanziriver.Thevoicewascomingfromthere..

"Qondisiwe"

IgotupfromthefloorandtookthecandleholderIwenttoitand

smashedit.

Me:Why??Why??Nowisa!!!!!(crying)

Iletgoofthecandleholderanditfelltothegroundthenthedoor

flungopen.HisMotherwalkedinandlookedathimshealsosaw

thecandlesandtheincensethatwasatthecorneroftheroom.

Theincensewasstillburningthesmellengulfedthewholeroom.
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Her:No!!Umntwanawam'

Shewenttohimandheldhishand..

Her:Godpleaseno..Notmyson(crying)

Shelookedatme..

Her:Umbuleleumntwanawam(youkilledmyson)

Ishookmyheadno..

Her:Whycouldn'tyoujustleaveusaloneyouwitch!!

Shewalkeduptome..

Her:Why??

Shepickedupthatcandleholderandbashedmeonmyheadwith

it..

Me:Ahhhhhh!!!(screaming)

ShehitmeagainwithitandagainuntilIwentdown....

***

IwokeupscreamingwithmyheartracingandIwassweating.I

lookedaroundanditwasdarkmypendantwasglowingbrighter

thanithas.IwastremblingIfeltscared..

Sindi:Qondiyini?(What'swrong)
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Isharemyplaceofsleepwithher..

Shehuggedme..

Her:Qondiuthukileyini?(Youarescaredwhat'swrong)

IheardmyMother'swalkingstick..

Ma:Yini?(what'swrong)

Sindi:uQondiMa(It'sQondi)

Khabocamethroughtoo..

Khabo:Kodwamasihloniphanenibantuthinaabanyesifunaukulala

savukelaekseni(Let'srespecteachothersomeofusarestill

sleeping.Wehavetowakeupveryearlyinthemorning)

Sindi:Khaboawume!!(Khabowaitaminute)

Ma:Kwenzakalani?(what'sgoingon)

Sindi:Ngathiiphuphoelibi(It'sanightmare)

Me:Iphuphoelizoyenzeka(Anightmarethat'sgoingtocometrue)

Ma:UboneniQondi?(Whatdidyousee)

Me:NgizwaubuhlunguMa(Ifeltagreatpain)

Sindi:Kantinechainyakheithasstartedglowing

Ma:Khabolethelainganeamanzi(KhabobringQondisomewater)
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Khabo:Ningiyekeminangisayolala(LeavemealoneI'mgoingto

sleep)

Sindiclickedhertongueandthengotup..

Sindi:NgizomlethelaMa(I'llbringhersomewater)

Ma:Qondiyini?Uboneni?(Qondiwhat'swrongwhatdidyousee)

__________

LUNGISA

IwasattheofficeearlierthanusualI'dratherbeattheoffice

thanbeathome.PeoplehatetheirjobsbutIloveminetheoffice

iswhereIfindpeacefromthenightmaresthatexistatmyhouse.

MyphonerangitwasNoks.Ilookedathercallanddebatedwith

myselfifIshouldansweritornotitkeptonringinguntilIpicked

up...

Me:Love

Her:Babeyouleftearlythismorning

Me:IknowItoldyouthatthecompanyishavingacrisissowe

doingdamagecontrol

Her:Yesyoudidsaymaybelaterthenwecangooutfordinner?

Me:I'lltellSloanetomakereservations
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Her:Okay..Iloveyou

Me:Iloveyoutoo

Ihungupandputmyphonedown...

____________

QONDISIWE

ThismorningIwasdownattheriverwithmySisterSindiHappy

wasn'tgonnajoinmetodaybecausesheishelpingher

Grandmotherwithsomefewthings..

Sindiwasbusydoingmymakeup..

Sindi:Angifuniukusondelakakhululaemfuleningingazengiwele

ngingakhoniukuphima.Indoniyamanziyenuing'thathe(Idon't

wannacomeclosetotheriverImightfallinsidethenyour

Gaurdianmighttakemeinstead)

Webothlaughed..

(Silence)

Her:Unjanimanje?(Howareyoufeelingnow)

Me:Ngingcono(I'mbetter)

Her:Uphupheni?(Whatwasthenightmareabout)

Me:Namiangaziokwamanjekodwangathiyintoesazoyenzeka
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ngathilingibikelaukufakwami(Iamnotsurebutitseemslikean

eventthat'sstilltocome.Ithinkit'smydeath)

Shestoppedandlookedatme...

Her:HaiQondithat'smorelikeapremonition

Me:Ini?(What)

Her:Ubonaintoesazoyenzeka(Yousawsomethingthat'sstillyet

tocome)

Sheputsomeofthemakeupbackintoherbag..

Her:UziboneUngenalaemfuleni?(Yousawyourselfgettinginthe

river)

Me:Cha..AngaziSindikodwangathiukufakwamingobulalwa

umuntu(Idon'tknowSindiIthinkI'mgoingtobekilledby

someone)

Her:Thatdoesn'tmakesense.Uyindoniyamanziukufakwakho

ukungenalaemanzini(Youareaguardianyourdeathwillbe

broughtaboutbytheriver)

Ishruggedmyshoulders..

Me:Masikhulumengenyeintokunjaniegoli?(let'stalkabout

somethingelsehowisthecity)
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Shesighed..

Her:Kubusynjengemihla(It'salwaysbusy)

Me:Umsebenziwona?(Work)

Herexpressionchanged..

Her:Kurightemsebenzini(it'sokayatwork)

Me:NamingiyafisaukuyaeGolingiphileimpiloedlulale(Iwishto

gototheCityandliveadifferentlifefromthisone)

Her:QondiiGolialikhomnandingalendlelaocabangangayo(The

cityisnotthatnicenotlikethewayyouthink)

Me:Inganiwenauphilakamnandinje(Butyouliveabeautifullife)

Shegavemeafaintsmile..

Her:kubonakalangakanjalokodwaakukhoLula(Itseemslikethat

butit'snotthateasy)

Me:Kukhonaongangitshelikonamhlambe?(Istheresomethingthat

younottellingme)

Her:Chaakukhonex(There'snothing)

Me:Lethaisandlasakho(Givemeyourhand)

Her:Ukuzeuzobonaiksasalami?Cha!(sothatyoucanseemy

future)
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Me:Yintoembileyona?(isthatabadthing)

Her:WeeeQondiI'mnotoneofyourclientsphelaI'mnothereto

consult

Me:Usukebeseuyang'lahlayaboyikhongifunaukuyaegoli.

Ngiyofunda(Nowyouhavelostmethat'swhyIwannagotothe

Cityandgeteducated)

Webothlaughed..

Her:Yabonamhlanjeuzobamuhlemawuyenzaamaconsultation

wakho

__________

IBANATHI

IwishmyMomwastrippingbutthathagmeanseverythingthat

shesays.IfIdon'tagreetowhatshesaysshewillmakemylife

miserablefinancially.ThismorningIdecidedtogototheofficeand

seewhatmypositionandresponsibilitiesaregoingtobehonestly

speakingIamnotfeelingthiswholesituation.Idon'twannabea

partofthefamilybusinessIwannadomything..

IwalkedstraighttomyBrother'sofficewithmyearphonesinmy

earsignoringallthegreetings.Ididn'tevenknockIjustopened

andwalkedinhewasonthephone.Iwentandsatdownonthe

chairoppositehisIputmyfeetonhistable..
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Lungi:Itotallyunderstand..Yes..Pleasedogetbacktome..Thank

you..Bye

Heputthephonedownandmysneakersoffhistable..

Him:GoodmorningtoyoutoolittleBro

Itookoffmyearphones..

Him:Whatareyoudoinghere?Aren'tyousupposedtobeat

school?

Me:YourMothergotmekickedout

Him:Why?

Me:Shewantsmetostartworkinghereandlearnmoreaboutthe

familybusiness

Hechuckled..

Him:Didshethreatenyou?

Me:Asalways

Him:Idon'tknowwhyyouhateworkingherethiscompanyis

yourstoo

Me:Idon'twannabemiserablelikeyou

Igotupandwalkedtothewindowtochecktheview..
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Him:Yesofcourse

Me:Howisyouralcoholicwife?

Hepausedforawhile...

Him:She'sfine

Ifoldedmyarmsandleanedagainstthewindow..

Me:Whydon'tyoujustditchthebitch?

Him:Iloveheranddon'tcallmyfiancéabitch

Me:Bullshit!!Idon'tbuythat

Him:SomeotherpeoplearecapableoffallinginloveIba

Me:Lungiyoumiserablewithheratleastcheatthen

Him:I'mnotgoingtocheat

Me:Whenwasthelasttimeyouevenhadsex?

Him:I'mnotgoingtodiscussmysexlifewithyou

Lungidoesn'tliketalkingabouthisprivatelifethatmuchtome..

Me:CanyoudoalltheworkwhileIjustsitback?

Lungi:Youwish

Me:Whatareyouevenworkingon?
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Lungi:Weareinacrisisweneedalandassoonaspossible.My

teamhasgoneoutifyouhadshowedearlieryouwouldbe

canvassingwiththem

Me:Iprefersittinghereallday

Weheardaknockatthedooritwassomewoman

Lungi:Lelopleasecomein

Shemadeherwayin..

Lelo:GoodmorningSirsorrytojustbudgeintoyourofficelike

that

Lungi:It'sokay..WhatcanIdoforyou

Sheexhaled..

Her:Iheardthatthecompanyislookingforalandifwedon'tget

alandsoonerwemighthavetoclosedown

Iwalkedcloser..

Lungi:Officegossip

Lelo:I'msorrysirIdidn'tmeantopry

Lungi:It'sokay..Areyouhereforthat?

Lelo:Yessir..IthinkIhaveasolution
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Lungistoppedwhathewasdoingandgaveherhisundivided

attention..

Lelo:Therewasatimewhenmysisterwassickandallthe

Doctor'scouldn'thelpsosomeonetoldusaboutavillagewhere

shecouldbehelpedbyaGuardian

Lungi:AGuardian?

Lelo:Yes..TheycallherIndoniYamanzishehelpspeoplewhohave

problemstraditionally

Me:Witchdoctor

Lelo:She'sanythingbutthat

Lungi:Continue

Lelo:WhenwegotthereSirIdon'twannalietoyouIhavenever

seensuchabeautifulplace.Thevillageisblessedtheircrops..It's

averyfruitfullandthatrelysonaverysacredriverknownas

IndoniYamanzi.Iwasthinkingthatmaybeyoushouldvisitthe

villagebeforewelefttheygaveusfruitsandI'veneverseensuch

bigfruits

LungiandIlookedateachother..

Lungi:Whereisthatvillage?

Shetookoutapieceofpaper...
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Her:Here..It'sknownastheZikhalivillagelocatedinbetween

LimpopoandMpumalanga

Lungitookthepaper..

Lungi:MyBrotherandIwewilldrivetherethisafternoontocheck

itout

Lelo:I'mgladIcouldhelpSir

Lungi:Thankyouverymuch

Shestoodupandwalkedout..

Lungi:I'veheardpeopletalkingaboutthisriverbeforetheysayit's

sortoflikemagicalitgivesthevillagelife

Me:I'mnotgoingtoavillage

Him:IfyouwanttoimpressyourMotherthenyou'llcomewith..

Wewillbeheadingthereataround14:00doavailyourself

.

Tobecontinued

08
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08

LUNGISA

IbaandIsetofftotheZikhalivillageitwasjustthetwoofusin

thecar.Iwantedustobondabitwedon'tseeeachotherthat

much.Ibawasintheworldofhisownhehadhisearphoneson

anddidn'tgiveintothebondingmomentIjustlethimbe.

KnowingmystubbornbrotherifIcouldforcehimtotalkhewill

blowup..WearrivedattheVillageweweren'texactlyontime

becausewegotlostalongtheway.ImustsaythatLelowasnot

lyingthevillagewasindeedbeautiful.Unfortunatelywecouldn't

justwalkaroundtoexplorethevillagewhenwearrivedwewere

takentotheroyalhousetoseethekingfirst.Ididn'texpectthem

tobethisstrictIthoughtitwasjustgonnabeaneasyprocessI

dohopethatthekingwillhearusout.Ineedtoplaymycards

right..

WesatintheKing'scourtwehadtobeveryhumble.Hewas

therewithhisDaughterwhosatrightnexttohim.Wewere

introducedtotheKingbyoneoftheRoyalservantshehadmet
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usatthegateandwehadtotellhimwhowewere..Therewas

silenceafterhehadintroducedusTheKing'seyesweresatonme

andhisDaughter'seyesweregluedonIbaIcouldseethatit

madehimveryuncomfortable..

Iba:CanIgetsomefreshair?

HestoodupandoneoftheKing'sguardspointedaspearathim..

Iba:WhatIcan'tevengetsomefreshair?Ican'tevengooutside

topiss?

Ishookmyheadinembarrassmenttheclearedhisthroatandthe

Guardloweredhisspear.IbaturnedtoKingandbowedabit..

Iba:Thankyou

Heturnedaroundandstartedcursingunderhisbreath..

Iba:Fuckenpissingmeoffonahotafternoonasiflikeanigga

wannabeherepointingthatspearshitonme!Aniggashould've

camestrapped

ThankGoodnessthattheKingistraditionalanddoesn'tunderstand

awordthatIbasaidtheDaughterseemedtakenandfascinated.If

itdoesn'tworkoutIbawillhavetotakeonefortheteamandget

throughtotheDaughtersothatwecangetthisland.Ididitwith

NokstogethisfatheronboardIbawillhavetotakeoneforthe

teamtoo..
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Attentionwasbackonmeagain..

Me:Mynameis..

Iclearedmythroat..

Me:IgamalamiwuLungisaBiyela(MynameisLungisaBiyela)

Thekingnoddedalittle..

Him:Ngathiusukakude(Itseemslikeyoucomeveryfar)

Me:NgibuyaeGoli(I'mfromthecity)

Daughter:Babangicelaukushaywaumoyakancane(FathercanI

getsomefreshair)

King:YeboNkosazana(YesPrincess)

Shegotupfromthechairandwalkedoutbeingfollowedbythe

threegirlsthatwerepresentwithusintheroom..

King:SiyakwamukelamfanakaBiyela(Wewelcomeyou)

Me:Ngiyabonga(Thankyou)

King:Shonokesingakwenzelani(Whatcanwedoforyou)

Me:Kushokuthiwenamhlonishwangitshwelengesgodisalapha

(MyKingIwastoldaboutyourvillage)

Heremainedquiet..
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Me:Ekhayasinecompanythatservestothemostwealthy

supermarketskushokuthiwesupplyfruitsandvegetablestothe

mostknownsupermarketsinSouthAfrica.ShopritePicknpay

checkersandWoolworthsjusttonameafew

IsawthatIlosthimalittle..

Me:Mhlonishwabesingathandaukusebenzisananalesgodi(We

wouldliketoworkwithyourvillage)

King:Chazauyephambili(Explainfurther)

Me:UmaisgodisakwaZikhalisingavumaukusithengiselaimifino

singabhadalaimalientleimaliengasizaukuphuculaabahlali.Ngale

Maliningakhaizindluamaclinicizikoloukuzeisgodisiphucuke.

Angekenaphoxelekaukuthinihambeibangaelideukuzenithole

usizoeGoli(IftheZikhalivillagecouldagreetoworkwithour

companybysellingusyourfruits&Vegetables.Wewouldpayalot

ofmoneyforthevillagetohavebetterhousesforthevillagers

clinicsschoolsandotherthings.Thevillagerswon'thavetotravel

thatfartoseekhelp)

Itwasquiet..

King:Mhlambebangasenzelaisiphuzoukuzesikhoneukuxoxakahle

loludaba(maybetheycanofferussomethingtodrinksowecan

discussthismatterfurther)
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Helookedatoneofservantswholefttheroomtogetthedrinks

forus..

___________

QONDISIWE

Sindileftaboutanhouragosaidshe'sgoingtotakeMomand

Khabo'skidstothecitysotheycandoabitofshopping.I

wantedtogowiththembutIcouldn'tIcan'tleavetheriver

incaseIgetaconsultation.Iwassittingontherockasalways

lookingatthewaterfallandsinging.Singingkeepsmeverysane..

IwassingingoneofthesongsthatSinditaughtmeweusedto

playitwithherphone.

Me:"NgikhumbulakdalangihlezinoMamakwaveskekwafikalo

Brotherenxibeiyempeelimhlophe.Sobengimfumaneomunye

ongiphambanisanjengawewenauPhetheintliziyoyam..Ulalalala

lala"

IkeptonsingingwithmylegsburiedintheriveruntilIhearda

songplayingbehindmeasongthatI'veneverheardbefore..

"Certifiedwomanizer(turnup)

BadlittlebitchfromNaija(thick)

IfeedherjollofjustbeforeIpipeher
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Meandmyniggasareaheadofthetimeya

Putthefuturebehindus(king)

Wedon'tfuckwiththatboytakehimoffofthelineup(king)

He'sgotahoeinsidehimlookathistimeline(king)

IjustcamefromKenyaI'mheadedtoGhana(king)"

ThissoundsoundedverydifferentsomethingI'veneverheard

beforeIdidn'tturn.Avoicesangalong..

"Youniggasgotballstalkin'allthatshit

Niggasthesedaystalkmorethanabitch

Internetgangsterclickboyclick

(Shutthefuckupdawg)

Sitboysit

Meandfakeniggaswejustdon'tmix

Theyhuggin'tootightnowit'sdickondick

ItakewhatItake'causeithelpsmethink

Youshouldbecarefulwithwhatyouputinyourdrinklittleboy"

Icouldn'ttakehearingthisdisturbingsoundanymoreIgotupand

turnedaround.Icouldn'tbelievewhatmyeyeslandedon..
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Him:Ohwsorry

Hestoppedthemusicfromhisphone..

IlookedathimandhefitmynightmareperfectlyIdidn'tknow

whattodoatthatmoment.Hegotcloserandthentookoffhis

glasseshedidn'tsayanything.HejustlookedatmeandIlooked

athimtoowithmyheartracingthiscannotbe.Fromhowhewas

dressedandhowhelookedIcouldtellthathe'snotfromhere.

He'sdefinitelyfromthecity.Ilookedathimandmynightmare

keptonplayinginmymindthepictureofhimlayingdeador

helplessonthebedflashedrightinfrontofmyeyes.Thewoman

pickingupthatcandleholderfromthefloorandbashingmewithit

onmyheadplayedrightinmyhead..Heismydoom..

HishandonmyarmbroughtmebacktorealityIlookedatitthen

mypendentstartedglowing.Iretractedmyarmback..

Him:Sorry

Ilookedathimhetookoffhisglasses..

Him:Damn..I'veneverseensuchabeautifulgirlbefore

Ididn'tsayanythingIjustlookedathim.Hestretchedhishand

outtome..

Him:Sorry..MynameisIba..IbanathiBiyela
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Ilookedathishandwithouttouchingitheretracteditback.He

lookedatmeonelasttimeandlickedhislowerlipthenhelooked

attheriver..

Him:Wow..It'sbeautiful

HetriedtogetcloserandmypendentglowedbrighterIputmy

handonhischesttostophim..

Me:Ungasondeli(don'tcomeclose)

Helookedatmyhandonhischest..Iloweredit..

Him:Whatisyourname?

Ididn'ttellhim..

Me:Kuzomeleuhambe(Youneedtolive)

Heburiedhishandsdeepinhispockets..

Him:Ngoba?(Why)

Me:Awamkelekilela(Younotwelcomedhere)

Hesquintedhiseyes..

IsawNomasontoandherslavesapproachingusIcallthemthat

becauseshetreatsthosegirlshorribly..

Helookedaroundandthenlookedatmeagain..
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Him:Yintlelendawo(Thisplaceisbeautiful)

HeputhisonelegontherockthatIwasstandingon..

Me:Ngiyak'khuzanjalo(I'mwarningyou)

Hesmiledalittleandthensteppedback..

Him:Okay..Iwon'ttakeanychances

Noma:Qondisiwe!!!!

Heturnedandlookedatthemthenhelookedatme..

Him:Qondisiwe?

Heraisedoneofhiseyebrowswithafaintsmile..

Nomasontostoodnexttohim..

Her:Kdalabafunanaweleekhaya(They'vebeenlookingforyouat

home)

Henoddedwithhishandsstillinhispockets.

Him:Qondisiwe

Hesaidthatasiflikehewasbiddingmefarewellheturnedback

andwalkedaway.NomasontofollowedhimandherServantswhilst

givingmeanastylook.Iturnedbackandlookedattheriverwhile

catchingmybreath.IsatdownontherockagainIturnedand

lookedatthemastheywalkedbacktotheroyalhouse.Hewould
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turnalsoandlookatme.Iputmyhandundermyleftbreastmy

heartwasbeatingfastasiflikeitwouldbeatoutofmychest..I

tookadeepbreath..

_________

LUNGISA

TheKingseemedtobetakenbythiswholeideathatIwas

presentingtohim.Thewholeideaistohavehimfooledgainhis

trustandthenlateronhavehimsigntherightsofhislandtous.

Whenmeandmyfamilyownthislandwewillevacuatehimand

allhispeoplethenwewillusethislandtoouradvantage.

King:Ngiyakuzwamfanaomdala(Ihearyou)

Me:Konkelokhuesizamaukukwenzakuzobayisiphumeloesihlela

esgodini(AllthatI'mproposingtoyouwillbeveryadvantageous

toyourvillage)

Henodded..

Him:Kuzomelengikhulumenabadalabalakulesgodibesesibone

ukuthisimisanjani(I'llhavetoconsultwiththecouncilofthis

villagethenwewilltakeitfromthere)

Ichilledwithhimforalittlewhileheendeduptellingmeabout

thelandandhowhisancestorsoccupiedit.Imustsaythatitwas

averyinterestingstory.Whenweweredonetalkinghewalkedme
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tomycar..

Me:Ngiyabongaukuthiusamukeleesgodinisakho(Thankyoufor

welcomingusinyourvillage)

Him:KubongathinaukuthiamadloziwakwaNgwaneakulethelapha

(WethankfulthattheNgwaneancestorsledyouhere)

WhenwewereatthegateIbashowedupwiththeprincess.They

wereallchattychattyandshewassmittenbyhimthisisgoingto

bemoreeasierthanexpected..

.

Tobecontinued

09

09

IBANATHI
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LeavingthevillageIleftwiththepictureofthatbeautifulgirlin

mymind.YesthegirlsI'vebeenwitharebeautifulalsobutthis

kindofbeautyI'veneverseenitbefore.Everythingaboutherwas

admirablesheseemsverycalmandhumbletoo..Whenwegotto

theofficemyMotherwastheremymoodchanged.Shewasalso

surprisedtoseeme..

Her:Kuhambekanjani?(Howdiditgo)

Lungismiled..

Lungi:Wegotalandaverybeautifulone

Her:Kuphi?(Where)

Lungi:SomevillagetheZikhalivillage.Youshouldcomewithnext

timeyou'llloveit

Her:Manjebathini?(Whatdidtheysay)

Lungi:TheKingseemstobetakenbyeverythingthatI've

promisedhim.Ipromisedhimukuthithemoneythatwegonna

givethemtheycanbuildschoolsclinicsandotherthings.Myplan

istohavehimsignoffthelandtouswhenhehasdonethat.We

canusethewholeland

Mymothersmiled..

Her:That'smyboy
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Me:Iwouldliketobeapartoftheproject

Theybothlookedatme..

Lungi:That'sactuallygoodbecausethePrincessseemstohave

takenalikingtoIba.Wecanusehertopersuadeherfathermore

Ma:Finallymydreamiscomingtruemyboysareworkingtogether

totakethefamilybusinesstothenextlevel

Me:I'mnotgoingtodatethePrincessjustsothatwecanget

theland

Lungi:It'sasmallpricetopay

Ma:YourBrotherdiditwithNokshisFatherisabigpartofthis

company

Me:I'mnotLungiandI'mnotgoingtodatetheprincess

Ma:Doyouknowthesacrificeswehadtomaketokeepsthings

runninghere?Youthinkthislavishlifestyleofyoursischeap?Iba

growup!!Ifyoustillwannalivethislifethenyouwillalsohaveto

makesacrifices

Me:Idon'tunderstandwhywehavetotakethelandfromthem

whycan'twebuyapieceoftheirland.Thepartthatwewantto

useandworkwiththem?

Ma:Whohasgottentothetopwithoutbeingheartlessandcorrupt?
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EdwardDeLuçarunsthebiggestdrugsyndicatehisDaughterisa

hitwomanfortherich.AndreMartïnezfundswarsheownshotels

andisintosextrade.VicThobekgalecomesoffasinnocentbut

hisnothefundscountriestoinvertdiseasesthatcannotbecured

sohispharmaceuticalcompanycanmakemoremoney.Whyshould

weplayfair?Whereisfaintnessgoingtogetus?Wenotdoing

anythingmajorwejusttakingaland.Stopbeinguselessyouin

thisprojectandyougonnahelpgetthelandforusevenifit

meanssleepingwiththeprincessormarryingherIdon'tcare!!!

SheturnedtoLungi..

Her:TellmemoreabouttheLand

Iclickedmytongueandwalkedout..

___________

QONDISIWE

Idecidedtogohomeandthrowthebones.Idon'tworkmuch

withbonesbutinthisinstanceIneededanswers.Icalledoutthe

NgwaneancestorsandthenthrewthebonesIwasaloneinthe

hut.Sincemyfamilylefttothecitytogetafewthings.WhenI

threwthebonesIhadclosedmyeyesIthenopenedmyeyesand

glanceddownatthem.WhathappenedatthatmomentIcan't

reallyputintowords.Theboneshadseemtofallatthefeetof
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somemanIraisedmyheadupandIdidn'trecognizehim.He

doesn'tlookfamiliarIdon'tknowhim.I'venevermethimbefore..

Me:Ungubaniwena?(Whoareyou)

Him:IneedyoutohelpmySonstepuptohisresponsibilitythe

wrongSonisholdingaveryimportantposition

Me:Ukhulumangani?(Whatareyoutalkingabout)

Him:MySonisnotmuchofabelieverheneedstobewhereI

wanthimtobe.Hehasbeenledastraybutdeepdownmyson

canrunmycompanyfairlyandjustly

Me:Ungubani?Uyidlozilakabani?(Whoareyou)

Iheardacarpullup..

Voice:Qondi!!!

Igotupfromthegrassmatandwenttochecktheywereback.

WhenIwentbacktogathermybonestogetherthemanhad

vanished..Iputmybonesbackinthebagandwentoutsideto

helpthem...

Sindi:Hauveleukhona?(Youaround)

Me:Yaangizizwakahle(I'mnotfeelingwell)

Ma:Kwenzakalani?(What'sgoingon)
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Me:Ngiyagula(I'msick)

Sindi:Awukwaziukuzilapha?(Youcan'thealyourself)

Me:Ngizobaright(I'llbeokay)

Theyhadboughtalotofgroceries..Wetooktheplasticsinside

thehut..

Me:Bekunjaniegoli?(Howwasthecity)

Ma:Umsindo(Thenoise)

Sindi:KodwaukewasebenzakhonanjeMa(You'veonceworked

there)

Ma:Phelakwakudalalokho(Thatwasalongtimeago)

Sindilookedaround..

Sindi:Kuzomelenginakhele(Ihavetobebuildahouseforyou

guys)

Ma:Ungasiqalibosithisizihlelelekahle(Don'tstartwhileweliving

inpeace)

Ilaughed..

Voice:Sanibonaniekhaya(Greetings)

Me:Ithingiyobheka(Letmegoandcheck)
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IcheckedanditwasManqoba...

Me:Manqoba

Him:Qondi

Me:Kunjani?(Howareyou)

Him:Ngiyaphila(I'mgood)

Sindicamethrough..

Sindi:Hello

Him:Sisi

IlookedatManqoba..

Him:Bengisacelaukukhulumanawe(CanIpleasetalktoyou)

IlookedatSindishesmiledatme...

Me:Angazingobangiseb-(Idon'tknowbecauseI'mb-)

Sindihitmealittle..

Sindi:Ungaworrywehaveeverythingundercontrol..Ungahamba

(Youcango)

Me:Ithingiyofakaizicathulo(Letmegowearmyshoes)

IwenttogetmyshoeswithSindifollowingme..

Sindi:Isokalakho?(isheyourboyfriend)
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Me:Kahlewena(Don'tstart)

Her:MuhleQondi(He'shandsome)

Me:uManqobaumkhoziwamkuphela(Manqobaismyfriend)

Her:Livealittlephela

Me:AwukahleSindingiyabuya( I'mcoming)

__________

IBANATHI

IwenttomeetupwithmyboyRogerwewenttosomebarto

havedrinks..

Roger:What'sonyourmindman?

Me:MyMomhadmekickedoutofvarsitysoIcanworkwith

theminthefamilycompany

Roger:Isthatabadthing?

Me:Todaywewentouttosearchforalandonethatcanproduce

MyBrotherwantstotrickthekingintosigningoverhislandtous

Roger:Thenyouguyswillbemakingmoneywhyareyouso

worried?

Me:WhataboutthePeoplewholivethere?
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Roger:Sincewhendoyoucareaboutotherpeople

IthoughtaboutQondisiwe..

Me:It'stheirhomewherearetheygonnago?

Roger:Youdon'tcareaboutanyoneotherthanyourselfand

gettingyourmoneyright

Idrankmybeer..

Roger:Unlessthere'smoretothestory

MyphonevibratedonthetableitwasmygirlfriendThandeka.I

putitupsidedown..

Roger:Manwhatisgoingon?Whatareyounottellingme?

Me:Nothingman..I'mjustinmyfeelstodayIguess..Let's

continuedrinking

___________

QONDISIWE

Wewenttotheriverandsatontherock..

Him:NamhlanjekuzeizazizaseGoli(Todaywehadvisitorsfrom

thecity)

Me:Bebazofunausizo?(Didtheycomeheretogetsomehelp)
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Him:Cha..Bebezelangobabafunaukusebenzisananathi(They

cameherebecausetheywanttoworkwithus)

Ilistenedtohim..

Him:Bafunasibathengiseleizitshalozethubonabazosakhelaizindlu

Neskolonamaclinic(Theywanttobuyfruits&Vegesfromusin

turntheywillbuildusbetterhousesSchoolsandclinics)

IthoughtofIbathat'swhyhecame..

Me:KuhlelokhomanjeINkosiitheni?(That'sgoodsowhatdid

theKingsay)

Him:Usacabangakodwangibonangathiuzovuma(He'sstill

thinkingaboutitbutIthinkhewillagree)

Me:Umuntuuzoyaeskolweni(Iwillfinallygotoschool)

Him:Bazophuculalesgodikakhuluamadloziavumile(Theywill

improvethisvillagetheancestorshaveagreed)

Me:Kuhlengempela(That'sreallygood)

Helookedatme..Ilookeddown..

Him:Indoniezayongiyazibuzaukuthiizobayintlenaukudlulawena

(ThenextGuardianIwonderifshe'sgonnabebeautifullikeyou)

Ismiled..
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Me:Ngithembanjalo(Ithinkso)

HeleanedoverandkissedmeonmycheekIgotgoosebumps..

Him:UmuhleQondisiwe(Youbeautiful)

WethenlookedateachotherwewereabouttokisswhenIheard

someoneclapping..

WestoppeditwasHappy..

Happy:Halala!!!

Wedidn'tevenseehercoming..

Manqoba:Ithingihambebekumnandiukuhlalanawe(Letmegoit

wasnicesittingwithyouhere)

Ismiledathimashewalkedaway..

Him:Happy

Happy:NqobsManqoba

Happycameandsatnexttome..

Happy:Indoniyamanzi

Me:UngaqaliHappy(Don'tstarthappy)

Happy:Uncumolwakhonje(YourSmile)

Me:YekaukuphaphaasambeuSindiukhona(Stopbeingforward
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Sindiisaround)

Happy:Yebo!!UzongenzaiMakeup

Weheldhands..

Happy:WolaMaqondis

Happyisnotgonnaletthisslide..

_________

IBANATHI

IgothomeandThandekawasaround..

Me:IthoughtItoldyoutoleavethekeyonthecounter

Shedidn'tsayanything.Iputmykeysonthecounter..

Her:Howareyou?

Me:I'mgood..Howareyou?

Her:I'mgood

Shewalkedcloserandputherhandsaroundmyneck..

Her:IloveyouIbaandIreallydon'tlikewhat'sgoingonbetween

us

ShekissedmeandIputmyhandsaroundhertinywaist..

Her:Iloveyouverymuch
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Westumbledaroundbumpingintothingsuntilwefoundourselves

inthelivingroomshelaidbackonthecouch.Igotontopofher

andwecontinuedkissingaswewerekissingQondi'spicturecame

intomymind.Istopped..

Her:What'swrong?

Me:It'snothing

Itriedkissingheragainbutstill..

Igotup..

Her:Ibawhat'swrong?

Me:Nothing..I'mjust..I'mjusttired

Iwalkedupstairsandshefollowedme..

Me:IneedtobealoneI'llcallyou

Icontinuedwalkingtomybedroom..

.

Tobecontinued

10
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QONDISIWE

AsusualthefollowingdayIwokeuptoprepareforthedayahead.

ThefirststopwastogototheroyalhouseandgivetheQueen

hermedsIstoodatthegatesoherDaughtercouldcollectit.

Todayshedidn'tgivemeahardtimewhenIwasdoneIsetoff

totheriver.Myfirstclientwasbroughttomeinawheelchairshe

toldmethatithasbeen2yearssinceshe'sbeenstuckonthat

chair.ShehaswenttoalotofDoctorsandtheyallfoundnothing

soherMothersuggestedthatsheshouldseeatraditionalhealer.

WhenIconnectedwithherancestorsIwasshownthattheperson

responsibleforherordealwasherownSister.HerSisterused

witchcraftonhertogetherhusbandsinceherhusbandisloaded.

It'sashamethatherownbloodwoulddothistohercauseher

thismuchpain.ThefirstIdidwastohelphertoputherlegsin

theriverwiththehelpofHappy.Immediatelywhenherlegs

touchedthewatershefeltlikewhateverthatwaschaininghelegs

felloffIsawtearsinhereyesandasenseofrelief.It'smoments

likethisthatmakemegratefultobeIndoniyamanzitohelppeople.
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HappyandIlookedateachotherandsmiledasshestumbled

aroundlikeatoddlerforthefirsttimein2yearsshecouldwalk.

She'sstillneedtogetusedtoitbutshecouldwalk.Ihelpedher

sitonthechairagainshewipedhertears...

Her:Sisiangazingikubongekanjani(Idon'tknowhowtothank

you)

Me:Igaveherthe2litrebottleofthewaterfromtheIndoni

Yamanziriver..

Me:Uwatheleemanziniwakhowokugezanjalo.Ungakhohlwa

ukuthandaza(Pourthewaterinthebathtubanddon'tforgetto

pray)

Her:NgiyabongaSisi(Thankyou)

Manqobapushedherwheelchairandtheyleft..

Happy:ShameMaan

Me:Igazilakhecabanga(Herownbloodimagine)

Happy:Abantubanokukhohlakala(Peoplehaveevilhearts)

____________

NOKUTHULA

Iturnedtohimandranmyhandonhisarmallthewaydownto
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hisboxers.Ilookedatthetimeanditwasstillabitearlyhe'llbe

upinanhourorso.Itouchedhiscrotchandhealreadyhadan

erectionIgavehimahandjobuntilheheldmyhand.Heturned

tome..

Me:Goodmorning

Him:Morning

Hegotupanddraggedmebymylegtotheedgeofthebed.I

wasonlywearingmysilknightdresswithoutanyunderwearhe

wrappedmylegsaroundhiswaistandmadehiswayin.Iwasstill

drysoitstungabithisstrongarmsheldontomythighsashe

pumped.ThemorehepumpedthemoreIgotwet.Iwentonto

removemynightdressandsqueezedmybreastsitwasthatgood.

Hepulledoutandthenturnedmearoundhespankedmyasshard

afewtimes.Ilikedthat

Him:Youlikethat?

Me:YesDaddyIlikethat

Ipositionedmyselfinadoggystylehefirststartedbyplayinghis

tonguearoundmyclitthendowntomyhole.Hisotherhandhe

wasgivinghimselfahandjob.Iheldontighttotheduvetand

startedtomoan.HemuffedmeandthepleasureincreasedthatI

couldn'tkeepstillanymore.Hegotupandpulledmeclosertohim
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hetheninsertedhishardshaftdeepinsideofmeIgasped.Heput

hishandstightlyaroundmywaistandstartedpumpingmehardI

felthimdeepinside.

Me:Ahahahahohhshit!!

HewentonandIwetmyfingersthenstartedmassagingmyclit.

HekeptonuntilIcamemyorgasmwasintense.AfterIhadcome

hecontinuedpumpingforafewminutesuntilhecamehecame

deepinsideofme.Wehavespokenthatwedon'twantanykids

asyetsoIamonthepill.Afterhehadcameheslippedout.I

turnedaroundandcaughtmybreathimmediatelywhenIgotup

fromthebedhiscumrandownmythighs.Hekissedmeonthe

cheek..

Him:Maybeweshouldtakethistotheshower

Me:I'dlikethatverymuch

___________

QONDISIWE

AfterthefirstconsultationIdid3moreit'ssurprisinghowmany

peoplearesufferingandseekinganswers.It'sverysad

Sponsored

it'ssurprisinghowmanypeoplearesufferingandseekinganswers.
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It'sverysadbutI'mgladthatIcanhelp..WhenIdidn'thaveany

consultationsanymoreHappyandIsataroundtheriver..

Me:Uzwileukuthimaduzenjeisgodisethusobesinesoloko(Did

youhearthatsoonourvillageisgoingtohaveaschool)

Happy:Ngizwileyazi(Iheard)

Me:Angisakhoninokulinda(Ican'tevenwait)

Happy:TshelaminakemowuyaeskolweniIndoniYamanziizogadwa

ubani?(Whenyougotoschoolwhoisgoingtoguardtheriver)

Me:Ngizokwenzakonkengizoyaeskolwenibesengibeyindoni

yamanzi(I'lldoitallgotoschoolandbeaguardian)

Happy:Kunconongobakuzobanoshintsholaesgodini(Atleast

there'llbeachangeinthisvillage)

Me:Kahlenje

Weheardsomeoneclearingtheirthroatweturnedbackanditwas

Manqoba.HewaswithIbaifIgothisnameright..

Manqoba:Qondikukhonaumuntuofunaukukubona(Qondi

someoneisheretoseeyou)

_________

LUNGISA
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IwasstandingatthewindowandlookingoutsidewhenIhearda

knockatthedooritwasmyMother.Shemadeherwayin..

Her:Lungi

Me:Ma

Her:Unjani?(Howareyou)

Me:I'mgood

Iwalkeduptoher..

Her:Howisitgoingwiththeland?

Me:TheKingsaidweshouldgivehim2daystomakehisdecision

Her:Thenin2daystimewewillhaveashareholdersmeetingwe

needtoassureourshareholdersthatwehaveeverythingunder

control

Me:That'stheplan

Shesatdown..

Her:Ihaven'tseenIbaaroundtheoffice

Me:Maybehewillcomelater

Her:Iswear..IwishIonlyhadoneson.You

Isatdowntoo..
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Her:Ibaisjustuselessthat'swhyhecanneverfindoutthathis

fatherlefthimhalfofthiscompanyorwegoingtobeintrouble

Me:Ibadoesn'tevenwannabeapartofthiscompany

Her:IknowbutifhefindsoutyouknowyourBrotherhewilluse

thattogetmoneyfromthecompany

Me:Wegonnahideitfromhimuntilthen?

Her:UntilwegetthelandandI'llseeifIwon'tbeabletohave

yourFather'swillchangedIbadoesn'tdeservethiscompanyheis

justaliabilitynje

Me:ThenyoubetteractfastIbaisnotafool

Her:Iknowthat..Solongweshowerhimwithmoneyhe'llbe

good

Me:Youtheonewhowantshimtoworkinthiscompany

Her:Ijustwanttokeepclosetabsonhimthat'sallifhe'scloser

thenit'sgood

Inodded..

Her:Heshouldn'tbeourproblembecauseIdon'tseehim

steppinguptonothing

Me:I'mjustgonnakeephimbusywiththelandsituationhewill
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workonthatproject

Her:That'sgood..That'sverygoodSon

___________

QONDISIWE

HappylookedatIba..

Iba:Ithinkwewouldlikesomeprivacy

Happygotdownfromtherock..

Manqoba:Qondiuzobaright?(Qondiareyougoingtobeokay)

Me:Yangizobaright(I'llbefine)

ManqobalookedatHappy...

Manqoba:Happyasambe(Happylet'sgo)

HappywalkedawaywithManqobawhileIbalookedatthem..

Iba:"UzobarightQondisiwe"

Hethenlaughedwhileshakinghisheadthenheturnedbackand

lookedatme..

Him:Thevillagebodyguard?

Me:Khonaengakuncedangakho?(CanIhelpyouwithsomething)

Him:Ngingagibela?(CanIclimbtherock)
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Iexhaledandnodded..Hegotontopoftherockandstoodnextto

mehelookedattheriver..

Him:Wow..Thisriverisbeautiful

Me:Ubekwayinilaesgondiekuseniso?(Whatbringsyouhereso

early)

Isatdownhesatnexttome..

Him:Iwantedtobeawayfromthecitythisplaceispeaceful.The

cityistooloudsometimesyoucan'tevenhearyourselfthink

Hetookoffhissneakersandsockshefoldedhisjeansandputhis

feetinthewater.

Him:Yiniintoentlengalesgodisenu?(What'sniceaboutthis

village)

Me:Umfulakwethu(It'sourriver)

Him:WenzaniUmfulawenu?(What'swiththeriver)

Hegothisotherfootfromthewaterandplaceditontherock

withhishandsleaningonhiskneehethenlookedatme..Ilooked

attheriver..

Me:UkuphilakwesgodisethukusekelweUmfulawethu(Thevillage

isdependentontheriver)
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Him:Wenakeufunanilaemfuleni?(Whatareyoudoingherein

theriver)

Me:Minangiyindoniyamanziyimiengigadalafuthinginceda

abantu(IamtheguardianoftheriverandIalsohelppeople)

Hechuckled..Ilookedathim..

Me:Awukholelwa?(Youdon'tbelieve)

Heshruggedhisshoulders..

Him:Yaangikholelwakuzozonkelezintozamasiko(Idon'tbelieve

intradition)

Inodded..

Hejustlookedatmewithoutsayinganythinghewasmakingme

veryshy..

Me:Kunjaniegoli?(Howisthecity)

Him:Awukazewayaegoli?(Youhaveneverbeentothecity)

Me:Cha(No)

Him:Kuhlukekakhulunakulendawo(It'sdifferentfromthisplace)

Me:Ngiyakuzwa(Ihearyou)

Him:Tshelamina..Wabamuhlekangakanje(Tellmesomething

whyareyouthisbeautiful)
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Iblushed..

Me:NgiyacabangaakhonaamantombazanaamahleeGoli(I'msure

there'sbeautifulgirlsinthecity)

Him:Awekhomahlenjengawe(Theynotasbeautifulasyou)

Ismiled..

Me:Ngiyabonga(Thankyou)

Him:Andthenshesmilesthat'sonepointforme

HepunchedtheairandIlaughedwithmyhandovermymouth..

Hetookouthisphone..

Him:CanI?

Hethentookapictureofme..Helookedatit

Him:Damn

Me:Ngicelaukubona(CanIsee)

Hehandedittomeouthandstouched..

Me:Sorry

Hehelditformeandthenshowedmethepicture..

Him:Wait

Hewenttothecamera..
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Him:Thisiswhatwecallaselfie

Heliterallyhadmelaymyheadonhisshoulderthenhetooka

pictureofus.Itbecamefuntakingtheselfieswemadefunny

facesandhewouldalsotakepicturesofmelaughing..

Me:Haisekwanelemanje(It'senoughnow)

Heputhisphoneaway..

Him:MhlambeksasangingakuthathasiyeeGoli(MaybetomorrowI

cantakeyouandwecangotothecity)

Me:Angazingalokho(Idon'tknowaboutthat)

Hesqueezedmycheek..

Him:Ngizokubuyisa(I'llbringyouback)

Ididn'tsayanythingaboutthat..

Iglanceddownathiswatchhenoticedandtookitout.Thenhe

putitaroundmysmallarm..

Him:Sekwelakhomanje(It'snowyours)

Ilaughed..

Me:ChaNgiyabonga(Nothankyou)

Heraisedbothhishands..
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Him:Idon'tdosecondhandthingsit'syoursnow

Itouchedit..

Me:Ngathiliyabiza(Itlooksexpensive)

Him:It'sjustasmallpricetopay

Me:Ngiyabonga(Thankyou)

Him:Youwelcome

Ilookedatit..

Him:Mhlambenamikhonaokwakhoongangiphakona(Maybeyou

cangivemesomethingofyours)

Me:Njengani?(Likewhat)

HereachedformychainandIstoppedhim..

Me:Ungayibambi(don'ttouchit)

Him:Askies..Eyani?(whatisitfor)

Me:Ibalulekekakhulu(It'sveryimportant)

Henodded...

Me:Ng'tshelengegoli(Tellmeaboutthecity)

Him:Ufunaukwaziini?(Whatdoyouwanttoknow)

Ilaidmyheadonhisshoulder..
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Me:Yonkeinto(Everything)

Him:Okay

Hestartedplayingwithmyfingers..

.

Tobecontinued

11

11

QONDISIWE

[2DAYSLATER]

Idon'tknowwhybutIfeelverycomfortablewithIbanathiwhichis

veryunusual.FromtheveryfirstdaythatImethimIfeltthis

unexplainableconnectionbetweenus.ThedreamIhadisstillared

flagbutItrynottothinkaboutitbecauseit'sveryconfusing.I
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amtryingtofindoutwhytheconnectionIhavewithhimisso

strongtherehastobeareason.Ihavethrownbonesonthat

matterandconsultedwiththeancestorsbutIhaven'tgottenan

answerit'sjustblank..

Thismorninghewasn'thimselfitlookedlikesomethingwas

botheringhim.Hewasn'thisusualself..

Me:What'sbotheringyou?

Him:It'snothingserious

TodayhecamebackwithhisBrothertheysupposedtogetareply

fromtheking.IwishtheKinghadcalledmeandconsultedme

withthismatterbutgivenourhistorytheydon'twantnothingto

dowithme.ThingsthathappenattheroyalhouseIonlyhear

fromManqoba.ItrustIbaandItrustthattheyhavegood

intentionswiththevillagetheywillhelpusimprove.Theythe

changethatweneeded..

Him:Ithingibuze(Letmeaskyousomething)

Ilookedathim..

Him:WhyungafuniukuhambanamiuyeeGoli?(Whydon'tyou

wannagowithmetotheCity)

Me:Ngiyindoniyamanzingibalulekilelaesgodini(Iamtheguardian

oftheriverI'mimportantinthisvillage)
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Him:Kahlekahleyiniumsebenziwakho?Ukuhlalanjela?(Exactly

whatisitthatyoudo?Doyoujustsithereintheriver)

Me:Lethaisandlasakho(Givemeyourhand)

HeextendedhishandtomeandIheldit..

Him:Wenzani?(Whatareyoudoing)

Me:Ngibhekaiksasalakho(Iamcheckingyourfuture)

Hechuckled..

Him:Okay..Asizweke

IheldhishandandimmediatelyIgotavisionofafutureevent.In

myvisionIbawassittingonaleatherchairanditseemedlikehe

wasinanofficeIwasstandingnexttohischairwhentwobig

blacksnakesjustshowedupandcrawledonthefloorinhis

direction.Asthatwasn'tunsettlingenoughthedooroftheoffice

reflectedtheIndoniyamanzirivertome.Thesnakescrawledto

himandtheneachsnakecurleduponhisleg.Theypressedhard

soomuchhardthathestartedscreaming.EachsnakebithimI

lookedatthesnakesandtheywerepoisonous..

IstoodthereandIdidn'tknowwhattodoIlookedattheIndoni

yamanzithatreflectedonthedoorandIputmyhandonmyneck

Ididn'thavethenecklaceanymore.ThatmeansIwasstrippedoff

ofanygiftthatmademeIndoniYamanzithatmeantIwas
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powerlesstohelphim.Powerlesstodoanything..Iletgoofhis

handandmyheartstartedbeatingfast.Idon'tknowwhywhenit

comestoIbaeveryvisionIhaveofhimisdisturbingandit

doesn'tproducegoodresults...

Him:So?

Ishookmyhead...

Me:Angibonangalutho(Ididn'tseeanything)

Whenavisioncomesofasnakeifthatsnakeisblackincolourit

usuallyrepresentsenemies.Meaninghisenemieswere

overpoweringhim...

Me:Uyakholelwakwabaphantsi?(Doyoubelieveinancestors)

Him:Cha..(No)

Me:Ngiyabona(Isee)

Iheldmychain...

Him:YazimhlambeungathandaeGoliungathandaukudlulala

(Maybeyoumightlikethecity)

Me:AngaziIba(Idon'tknow)

WeheardpeopletalkingbehinduswebothturnedanditManqoba

withsomeguy..
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Ibagotupfirstandhelpedmetogetuptoo..

Iba:That'smyBrother

Theybothlookedatus..

Manqoba:BengibonisanjeuLungisaumfula(IwasshowingLungisa

theriver)

WebothwentdowntothemwithIbaholdingmyhand..

Manqoba:LouQondisiweIndoniyethuyamanzi(ThisisQondisiwe

theguardianofthewater)

Manqobalookedatme...

Manqoba:LouLungisaBiyelauyenanomndeniwakheabazabe

basincedalaesgodini(ThisisLungisaLungisaandhisfamilywill

helpusimproveourvillage)

Heextendhishandtome..

Lungisa:NgijabulelaukukwaziQondisiwe(It'snicetomeetyou

Qondisiwe)

Ilookedathishandandthenextendedminetohimwhenour

handsmadecontactIlookedathimandhisfaceappearedlike

thatofasnake.Asnaketongueprotrudedfromhismouthandmy

necklacestartedtoglowIquicklyretractedmyhand..
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Him:ChabebengakhulumiamangaumabathiuMuhle

Sponsored

Iquicklyretractedmyhand..

Him:ChabebengakhulumiamangaumabathiuMuhlengempela

uyindoniyamanzi(Theyweren'tlyingwhentheysaidyoubeautiful

indeedyouareIndoniyamanzi)

SomehowIdidn'tlikethispersonhehadthisbadauraaroundhim.

Helookedattheriver..

Him:Wowthisisbeautiful

Hewalkedcloserwhilehittinghisbrotheralittleontheshoulder.

ThemorehegotcloserIsawthewaterstartingtoboil.Thewater

wasrisingupIthinkIwastheonewhowasseeingthisbecause

nooneseemedtobemovedbythis.Iknewthatifhetookone

moresteptheriverwasgoingtotakehim.Iquicklywenttohim

andpulledhimbackbyhisarmhelookedathisarmandthen

lookedatme..

Me:Ungasondelikakhulu(don'tgettooclose)

HelookedatManqobawhonoddedalittle..

Lungilookedatmewithasmileonhisface..

Lungi:Makushowenake(Ifyousayso)
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Hesteppedback...

Iba:HastheKingagreed?

Lungi:Yes..Wewillbeworkingonthislandsoonhehasgivenus

apartofthelandandmostofthevillagerswillbehelping

Ibanathicametomeandputhishandaroundmyshoulders..Lungi

smiledalittleitwasn'tasinceresmilethenhelookeddown.

Manqoba:Ithingikubonisekwezinyeizindawo(letmeshowyouthe

restofthevillage)

Lungilookedatme..

Lungi:BekukukuhleukukwaziQondisiwe(Itwasnicemeetingyou

Qondisiwe)

Me:Namifuthi(Metoo)

TheywalkedawaywithManqoba..IbanathiturnedmesothatIcan

facehimheputhishandundermychin..

Him:uRight?(Areyoualright)

Inodded..

Me:Ngiright(I'mgood)

Ifakedasmile.....

____________________
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NOKUTHULA(NOKS)

Valenciaknockedatmydoor..

Me:Comein

Shewalkedin..

Her:Mam'Ican'tgetaholdofyourfiancé

Iputthependown..

Me:Howisthatpossible?

Her:Hisphoneisoff

Me:ThankuValencia

Her:YesMam'

ItookmycellphoneandcalledhimIgotthe"Thenumberyou

havedialedisnotavailable"

Icalledtheoffice..

Slo:MrBiyela'sofficehello?

Me:Sloit'sme

Him:Friendship

Me:I'mlookingformyfiancé

Him:Heisnotaround



127

Me:Whereishe?

Him:Heisatsomevillage

Me:Whatvillage?

Him:Thevillagethathasagreedtoworkwithourcompanytellme

youknowthatthecompanyhasbeenlookingforaland

Iexhaled...

Me:Ididn'tknowthat

Him:Wellwelookingforanotherlandonethatisproductive

Me:Okaythankyou

Him:Relaxhe'snotfuckingsomebitchinahotel

Me:That'sgoodtoknow

Him:Drinkslater?

Me:Ican'tsaynotothat

Him:Seeyouthen

Me:ThankyouSlo

Him:Byegirl

Me:Bye

_________
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LUNGISA

Me:Indoniyamanzi?

Manqoba:YauQondisiwe

Me:Muhle(She'sbeautiful)

Him:Kakhulu(Toomuch)

Me:Kahlekahlewenzanilaphaemfuleni?(Whatisshedoingatthe

river)

Hestoppedandwelookedatthemfromadistance..Helooked

around..

Him:uQondiwuyeobalulekilekakhululaesgodini(Qondiisvery

importanthereinthevillage)

Ifoldedmyarms..

Me:Njani?(How)

Him:Ukuphilakwalesgodikusekelekweumfulawethuumfulawethu

uphethweyiNdoniyamanzi.Ngaphandlekwayongekelesgodisiphile

(Thesurvivalofthisvillagedependsupontherivertheriveris

guardedbyIndoniyamanzi.Withoutherthisvillagewon'tsurvive)

Him:YenaMuhleherbeautyisintoxicating

Me:Yikoeyindoniyamanziwuyeomuhlekakhululaesgodini
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(That'swhyshe'stheguardianshe'sthemostbeautifulgirlinthis

village)

Me:Ngiyabona(Isee)

Him:Asambembhem'(Let'scontinuewalking)

Me:KantiInkosi?(Whatabouttheking)

Him:Ababalulekangangaleyondlelababalulekenjengobalo

umhlabawabo(Theynotthatimportanttheyonlyimportant

becausethisvillageistheirs)

Me:uQondisiweobalulekekakhulu?(Qondisiweisthemost

importantpersonhere)

Him:Yebo..

Wecontinuedwalking..

__________

IBANATHI

Heputhishandsaroundmyneck..

Valaamehlo(closeyoureyes)

IclosedmyeyesafterafewsecondsIfelthislipstouchingmine.

Ipulledback..

Him:Relax..Ungasabi(don'tbescared)
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I'veneverbeenthisclosenorkissedaguybeforethiswasascary

experienceforme.

Iallowedthekisstocarryonatfirsttherewasrhythmbutaswe

continuedIjustwentwiththeflow.Hishandsmovedfrommy

neckallthewaydowntomywaisthepulledmemorecloserto

him.Ican'texplainhowIwasfeelingbutIfeltsometypeofway.

AverygoodtypeofwayifIcanputitlikethat.Webrokethe

kissandthenhekissedmeonmynosebrigdeandthenmy

forehead.Hethenwrappedhisarmsaroundmeforahugthenhe

whisperedinmyear..

Him:NamanjeawufuniukuyanamieGoli?(Youdon'twannacome

tothecitywithme)

Me:AngaziIba(Idon'tknow)

Him:Awuhambeliunomphela(Younotgonnabethereforalong

time)

Me:Ang'kazenjengaphumalaesgodini(I'veneverbeenoutof

thevillagebefore)

Him:Socalakancanekeksasangizozangizok'thathabesesiya

eGolithenI'llbringyoubacklateron(Wecanstartwiththeeasy

step.TomorrowI'llcomefetchyouthenwecangotothecity

lateronI'llbringyouback)
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Helookedatme..

Him:Uthini?(Whatdoyousay)

IlookedattheriverthenIlookedathim..

Me:Okay(Smiling)

Hesmiledatmeandthenkissedmeagain..

Him:Ican'twait

Heheldmyhandandthenwewalkedaroundtheriver..

12

12

QONDISIWE

Lateratnightweweregatheredoutsidearoundthefireandeating

Mymotherwastellingusthoseancientstories.Everyoneseemed

tobefascinatedbywhatshewassayingbutmymindwasfar
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awayIhaveagreedtovisittheCitytomorrowwithIbaandIam

nowgettingnervousaboutthewholething.WhydidIagree?The

cityisdefinitelyfornotsomeonelikemebutatthesametimeI

can'tbackout.I'vealreadypromisedhim..Ilookedateveryone..

Me:Sindingicelaukukhulumanawe(SindicanIpleasetalktoyou)

Everyonewentquiet..

Sindi:Errrokay

Westoodup..

Khabo:Yinileeyokhulunywaemakhoneni?(Whatareyouguys

goingtotalkaboutinprivate)

Sindi:Awumekhabo(JustleaveitKhabo)

WewalkedtothegatewithKhabostillcomplaining...

Sindi:ufunaukukhulumangani?(whatdoyouwanttotalkabout)

Me:Ksasangiyaegoli(TomorrowI'mgoingtothecity)

Shelaughed..

Her:Shamemntanasekhayaamahlayaawukufaneli(Youbadat

tellingajoke)

Ididn'tlaugh..

Her:uSerious?
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Shepulledmeawayabitfurther..

Her:WeeeQondisiweLangaukhulumangani?(QondisiweLanga

whatareyoutalkingabout)

Iclearedmythroat..

Me:Ngiyathembaukuthiuzwilengalendabayesigodisethuukuthi

umndenikaBiyelauzosenbenzisananathi(I'msureyou'veheard

thattheBiyelafamilywillworkwithus)

Shenodded..

Me:u..

Iwipedmyhandsonmydress..

Me:U..

Sindi:U..U..Ini?

Me:IbanathiBiyelaung'celeukuthingihambenayeKsasasiyeGoli

(Ibanathiaskedmetogowithhimtomorrowtothecity)

Her:Waitwhat??

Me:Uyamazi?(Doyouknowhim)

Her:Ofcourseniyamazi!!TheBiyelafamilyisthe4thrichestfamily

inSouthAfricaandIbanathiisnothingbutaspoiledarrogantrude

selfcenteredpieceofrichtrash!!Ontopofthatheisawomanizer!!!



134

Me:Kahlengesingesiesiphezulu(EnoughwiththeseriousEnglish)

Her:QondisiweIbanathiakusiwumfanaongahlekisananaye

akusiyileziduphungazalakulesgodi!!(Ibanathiisnotaguythatyou

canlaughwithheisnotlikeoneoftheguysfromthisvillage)

Me:Awumazingalendlelaengimazingayo(Youdon'tknowhimlike

Ido)

Her:Lentoyenuiqalenini?(whendidthisthingofyoursstart)

Me:Se..Sesinamalangananje(It'sbeendays)

Her:Days?

Me:Uyang'thandanjena(helovesme)

Her:QondiuIbadoesn'tloveanyonebuthimselfandhisfancy

lifestyle.HeusesgirlsandrightnowMtakaMaIbawasjusttaken

byyourbeautyandinnocence.Ufunaikhekhelakhonjekphela(He

onlywantsyourcookie)

Me:KodwaSindi

Her:Bengaziukuthileskhathisizofikawhyungadlalinalabafana

balaesgodini?Uphiloyaozilelaekhayanini?(Iknewthisdaywas

goingtocomewhydon'tyouplayaroundwithboysfromthis

villagewhereisthatonethatcameheretheotherdaytolookfor

you)
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Me:uManqobaufananoBhutilakimina(Manqobaislikeabrother

tome)

Her:Ibandiniubuyaphisowuzauzomoshaumntwanakithiso

(bloodywheredoyoucomefromtocomeandconfusemysister

likethis)

Sheputherhandsonmycheeks..

Her:QondisiwephumakuIbaIknowukuthiyounotexperienced

whenitcomestodatingandyoumightfalldeeplyinlovewith

him.Whenhebreaksyourheartyouwon'trecoverheartbreakis

verypainful.Plusyoudon'tmeethisstandardskodwaIbaNkosi

yam'uzongisanganisa(Ibaisgoingtodrivememad)

Iheldherhandstoo..

Me:Uzongisizangemakeupnezimpahlazokugcoka?(willyouhelp

mewithmakeupandanoutfittomorrowmorning)

Her:No..Qondisiwehaven'tyouheardawordIsaid?Awungivanga?

Me:Sindi

Her:Yekayonkelento..Futhiwenauyindoniyamanzi(Leavethis

nonsenseplusyouareaguardian)

Shestartedwalkingaway..

Me:Sindi
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Her:Ngiyeke!!Ibawokunuka(Leavemealone)

SindiisalwaysunderstandingIdidn'texpecthertoreactthisway..

__________

IBANATHI

WewereatmyMom'shousehavingafamilydinnercelebration

sincetheKingagreedmyMomthoughtthatweshouldcelebrate

thisachievement..Iwalkedawayfromthetableandwenttothe

balconyItookoutmyphoneandlookedatQondisiwe'spictures.

Thepicturesofhersmilingreallygottome..AsIwasstanding

theremindingmyownbusinessIheardavoicebehindme..

Voice:Indoniyamanzi

Ididn'tevenhearhimcomingtothebalcony..

Iputmyphoneawayhehandedmetheglassofwine.Heleaned

overthebalconytoo..

Lungi:Yenamuhleshe'sreallybeautiful

Me:Weneedtotalk

Him:I'mlistening

Me:Wecan'ttaketheirland

Him:That'snotnegotiable
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Me:Wherewilltheygo?It'stheirland!

Hegavemeaconnivingsmile..

Him:DidyouhearabouttheIndoniYamanzi?

Ilookedathim..

Him:IfsheneglectsherdutiesasIndoniyamanzithevillagewill

perishsheistheGuardianoftheriver.Shehasadutytoher

peopleshecan'tleavethevillage

Me:That'sjustalotofbullshit

Him:Isit?

Ikeptquiet..

Him:IseethatyoutakenbythisgirlbutwhatI'mgonnatellyou

isthatyouandheritwillneverworkshecan'tleavethevillage.

Howistherelationshipgoingtowork?Yougonnavisitthevillage

everyday?Ya'llaregonnasitbytheriverandtalkeverydayforthe

restofyourlives?KnowingyoumyBrotherthat'snotyourstyle

Me:Theyareprisonedbyawholelotofbullshittraditionalrules

Qondisiwegrewupthereobviouslyshetookintothetraditions.

Traditionisjustawholelotofbull!Qondisiwedeservesbettershe

deservesabetterlife

Him:Weareabouttooccupythatlandifit'struethenwegonna
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needhertostaytheresothateverythingofoursgoeswell..If

whattheysayistruethenunfortunatelyyoujustchasingstars.Do

notsabotageourfamilybusiness

Me:YouaretheCEOI'msurethatyouwillthinkofsomething

elseyounotgonnauseQondisiweforyourownselfishbenefits

Him:Watchyourmouth!!Yourfantasywiththisgirlhastostop

Me:Orwhat?

Him:Youthinkthisisagame?YouareIbanathiBiyelayoucanget

anygirlthatyouwantwhyavillagetrash??

Me:Hey!!!

Weheardthingsbreaking..

Me:Lookslikeyouralcoholicrichtrashisatitagain

Igavehimbacktheglassofwine..

Me:GoodnightBrother!

IlefthimthereandwentbackinsidethehouseindeedNokuthula

wasdrunkandactingup..

Noks:Whydidn'tyoutellmethatyouwerehavingmyfiancéwork

onsomevillageproject?Isthatyourplantogethimawayfrom

me?
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Mom:Noksit'snotlikethat

Ifitwasn'tforherFatherI'msuremyMotherwould'velong

batteredher..

Noks:Youpretendasifyoulikemebutdeepdownyoutryingto

getmyfiancésomeoneelse

Lungiwalkedin..

Lungi:Whatisgoingon?

Noks:Andyou..Youpathetic!!!

Sheapproachedhim..

Noks:Youverypathetic

Lungi:That'sit..Ithinkweshouldgo

Noks:OhnowenotgoinganywhereIstillhavealottogetoff

mychest

Lungi:Youdrunk!!!

Noks:I'mjustgettingstarted!!

Ifoldedmyarmsandleanedagainstthefridgewhilewatchingthe

wholedrama..

Noks:Whydidn'tyoutellmethatyouwereworkingonsome

villageproject?
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Lungi:Ididn'tthinkitwasimportanttoinformyouabout

everythingthatIdo

Noks:Iwouldn'tbesurprisedifthiswholevillageshitisjusta

decoy!Youprobablyouttherefuckinganotherbitch!I'veseenall

theheartreactionsonyourpicturesandallthemthirstybitches

thatcommentandyouallupintherelikingtheircomments

Mom:OkayNoksthat'senough

Noks:Ohhhshutup!!!Shutthefuckup!!

Lungi:ThankyoufordinnerMawewillbeleaving

Lungigrabbedherbyherarm..

Lungi:Let'sgo

Noks:I'mnotdone

Lungi:Youaredone

Icontainedmylaughterandlookeddownastheypassednextto

me..

Noks:YouknowifyouwereolderIwouldsodoyou

Shesqueezedmycheekswithherhand..

Lungi:Noks!!

Noks:Atleastyougotbiggerballsthanyourbrotherhereyoucan
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actuallystanduptothathag!!

Lungi:That'senough!!!

Hedraggedher..

Her:Don'tdragmelikeapieceofmeatdoyouknowwhomy

Fatheris???

IlookedatmyMotherwhowasobviouslyboilinginside..

Me:It'salwaysnicehavingdinneratyourplace..Goodnightma

Igotmycarkeysfrommypocketandleft..

____________

QONDISIWE

Iwokeupveryearlyasusualthenextmorningandcarriedoutmy

choresasalwayswithoutgivinganyonearedflag.Sindisleepsa

lotandshewakesuplateshewakesupataround11amor12in

theafternoonattimes.AfterKhabohadleftandmyMotherwas

outside.ThekidswerealsosleepingIwentandopenedSindi's

suitcase.Icheckedafewofherclothesandhonestlytheywerea

bittoomuchforme.HerjeansaregonnabebigsoIendedup

settlingforsomewhiteplaindresswithsandals.Iputhermakeup

tooandsomeearringstogetherwithdifferentcombsformyhair

andearrings.IhavelonghairI'lljustundothecornrowsandcomb
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it.WhenIwasdoneImademywayout..

Me:Masengihambile

Her:UhambekahleSisi(Gowell)

IheadedstraighttoHappy'splacefirstthenafterwewenttothe

river..

Me:Happyngicelausizolwakho(Ineedyourhelp)

Itookouteverythinginthebag..

Happy:HaiboQondikwenzakalani?(What'sgoingon)

Me:Kumelengigezelaemanzinifuthibesengiyagcokangiyaegoli

namuhla(IhavetodressupbecausetodayI'mgoingtothecity)

Her:Izanazo(outwithit)

Me:UyamkhumbulauIba?(DoyourememberIba)

Shenodded..

Me:UyezauzongiyisaeGoli(he'scomingtotakemetothecity)

Happy:HaiQondi!!!

Me:Ngiyacelaukuthinaweungangihambisikanzima(Pleasedon't

givemeatoughtime)

Shelookedatmedefeated..
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Itookoutmychain..

Me:Ngicelaukuthiungibekeleyonakahleangithingizoyithathauma

ngibuya(PleasekeepitsafeformeI'llgetitfromyouwhenI

comeback)

Happy:Qondiminaangizizwakahlengayoyonkelento(Idon'tfeel

goodaboutthiswholething)

Istartedtoundomycornrows...

Me:Ngiyakucelamnganiwam'(Pleasemyfriend)

Sheputthenecklacearoundherneck..

Her:Okaykeasisheshe(Let'shurry)

Me:UyakwaziukwenzaiMakeup?(Doyouknowhowtodomakeup)

Her:Haiangazikahle(Idon'tknow)

Me:MaraangithiumbonileuSindiayenza(You'veseenSindidoing

itright)

Her:Ya..Haisizozama(Wewilltry)

Me:Yazimnganiwam'ngijabulenjani(I'msohappymyfriend)

Shesmiledtoo..

Happy:Sheshaphelayenzakonke(Hurry)
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Itookoffmycurrentbeadsattireandmadewaytotheriverthe

waterwascoldwhenmyfoottouchedtheedge.Isighedand

continuedtogoinabigdeeper..Whenthewaterreachedmy

waistIstartedtopouritallovermybodyitwasreallycoldbut

thenI'llbeoutinasecond.AsIwasbusysmilingandsingingI

turnedaroundandfacedthewaterfall.Icould'veswornthatIsaw

someonebutIcouldn'tseeherclearlybecauseshewasstanding

ontherockthat'sbehindthewaterfall.Thewaterfallwas

shadowingherfrommetoseeherclearbutitdefinitelywasa

woman..

Me:Sawubona?

Shedidn'tsayanythingshejuststoodthere..

Afterafewsecondsshewasjoinedbytwogirlsonegirlstoodby

herleftsideandtheotheronestoodbyherrightside.Thegirls

seemedtobewearingthekindofbeadsthatweweararoundhere

withthemIcouldseethembutnotthatclear.Theylookedlike

theywerecryingbutthewomanthatstoodinthemiddleI

couldn'tseeherclearly.IcouldseeherbodybutIcouldn'tsee

herface.Whereherfacewassupposedtobeshownthat'sthe

partwerethewaterfallhadmostofit'swaterstreamingdown...

Me:Ningobani?(whoareyou)

Theydidn'tsayanything..
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Iwalkedcloserandthewatergotdeeper..

Happy:Qondi!!

IturnedandlookedatHappy..

Happy:Awucediyini?(Younotfinishing)

Me:Ngiyeza(I'mcoming)

Iturnedandlookedatthewomanandthegirlsbuttheyweren't

thereanymore..Thatwasweird..Iturnedbackandwalkedoutof

therivertopreparemyself..

Happy:Buyasisi(Come)

Shemetmehalfwaywithacloth..

Me:Ubabonile?(didyouseethem)

Her:Abobani?(Who)

Me:Laphaku..

Ilookedather..

Me:Uqinisekileukuthiawubongaabanyeabantulaemfuleni?(are

yousurethatyoudidn'tseeanyoneelseintheriver)

Her:Chaubuwedwa(Youwerealone)

Shehelpeddrymeup..
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Her:Yenzaphelaminasengifunaukudlalangemakeupebusweni

bakho(hurryupandgetdressedIwannaplaywiththemakeupon

yourface)

Ismiled..

Me:Masishesheke(let'shurryupthen)

.

Tobecontinued

13

13

QONDISIWE

Me:Nginjani?(HowdoIlook)

Happy:Umuhlemnganiwam'(Youbeautifulmyfriend)

Itouchedmynecklaceonherneck..
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Me:Uyibambekahle(Keepitsafe)

Her:Ungakhathazekingizokugadelayonakahle(Don'tworryI'll

keepitsafeforyou)

Me:ManjeiStorysithini?(What'sthestory)

Her:Uyagula(Yousick)

WesawIbaapproachingushealwayslooksgood..

Her:UngiphathelephelaokuncanekwaseGoli(Bringmesomething

fromtheCity)

Me:Ngizokwenzanjalo(I'lldothat)

Hegottous..

Him:Ladies

Wegreetddhimback..Helookedatme..

Him:Youlook..

Ismiled..

Helookedaround..

Him:Canyoupassmethatcloth?

HappylookedathimIbawalkedovertogettheclothandthenhe

dippeditinthewater.HecameandwipedmyfacewititIknew
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Happydidshit.Iwasembarrassed..

Him:Nowyoulookbeautiful

Itwasanembarrassingmoment..

Happy:Umphathekahle(Takecareofher)

Iba:Ngiyathembisa(Ipromise)

IhuggedHappy..

Her:Hambauyozijabulisa(Goandhavefun)

Me:Ngizokubonamnganiwam'(I'llseeyoumyfriend)

Ibaheldmyhandandthenwestartedwalking...Iwasnervousbut

alsohappy..

_________

LUNGISA

IwashavingbreakfastwithmyFatherinlawtodayIdecidedto

takeadayoff..

Him:Howareyou?

Me:I'mgood..Howareyou?

Him:I'mgood

Me:Ineedtotalktoyouaboutsomething
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Him:I'mlistening

Me:It'saboutNoks

Him:Whatabouther?

Me:Ithinksheneedshelpherdrinkingisgettingoutofhandnow

Hekeptquietforamoment..

Him:Ihearyou..I'vealsonoticed

ThatwasafirstusuallythismandefendshisDaughteratalltimes..

Him:SinceherMotherpassedonshehasneverbeenokay

Me:Ithinksheneedstogoarehabilitationcenter..It'sforthe

best

Henodded..

Him:I'llcheckforgoodcentersandthenwewillhavean

interventionforhertonight

Me:Thankyou..Thankyouforunderstanding

Him:NothankyouforlovingmyDaughter

Wecontinuedeatingourfood..

___________

QONDISIWE
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Wegottohiscaranditwasverybeautiful..Itmustbeexpensive.

HeopenedthedoorformeandIgotinhethenclosedthedoor.I

haveneverbeeninacarbeforeyesI'm22yearsoldandthisis

myfirsttimebeinginacar.Ilookedarounditwasreallybeautiful

Idon'twannalie.Hegotinontheothersideandclosedthedoor..

Him:Safetyfirst

Heleanedoverandpulledthebeltnexttomehestrappedit.He

didthesameonhisside..

Him:uReady?(Areyouready)

Ismiledwhilenodding..

Him:Let'sgothen

HestarteditandIfreakedoutalittlehechuckled.Whenitstarted

movingitwasagreatfeelingseeingthetreesthatwewere

leavingbehind.ItwasanexperiencethatIcouldn'tputintowords..

Him:Alittlebitofmusic

HeplayedmusicbutnotsolouditwasoneofthosesongsthatI

didn'tunderstand..

"Babyyoucouldbeamoviestarhey(inLosAngeles)

Getyourselfamedicalcardyea(inLosAngeles)
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Causethat'showCaliforniarolls

Theydothefingerslikeredfox(inLosAngeles)

Youcanmakeitonalightblueboxyea(inLosAngeles)

Causethat'showCaliforniarolls"

HesangalongwhileholdingIdidn'tknowitsoIwatchedhim

singingalongtoit..

Him:"SaywhenIpassyouthatweedandIaskif

Youcanrollyousaybrodon'tyouknowI'mfromroundhere

WellgirlIlikethewayyouroll

Eventhoughyoufromtheghettoyoubelonginahomeinthe

mountains

Nottalkin'bouttheview

I'mtalkin''boutmeandyou"

Hewouldoccasionallylookatmeonsomepartsitwasareally

nicesongIfoundmyselfenjoyingitalittleeventhoughIdidn't

knowwhatitmeant..

_______

HAPPY
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Istartedpackingeverythingandputtingitinthebagthisdoesn't

feelrightbutQondideservestobehappy.Shededicatedmostof

herlifetothisriverandvillageshereallydeservesthis.Ismiledas

IpackedeverythingthensuddenlyIheardsomeoneclearingtheir

throat..

IturnedanditwasthePrincesswithhercrew..

Me:Nazoke(Herewego)

IgotupandmademywaytohershefoldedherarmsandIdid

too..

Her:UphiuQondi?AkawulethangaumuthikaMa(WhereisQondi

shedidn'tdelivermyMother'smedsthismorning)

Ilookedatherfromherheadtohertoes..

Me:uQondiuyagula(Qondiissick)

Her:Hausukelanini?(Sincewhen)

Ikeptquiet..

Her:AkazewagulanjeuQondiuyindoniyamanziusekelwayezinye

Izindonizamanzi(Qondihasneverbeensickshe'sprotectedby

theotherGuardians)

Me:Umuntunjeuyafananathi(She'salsoahumanbeinglikeus)
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Her:Angazenzeliumuthinjena?(Whydoesn'tshemakeherbsfor

herself)

Ishruggedmyshouldersshenoticedthenecklacearoundmyneck.

ShetriedtoreachforitandIhitherhandoff..

Me:Haiwenzani?(Whatareyoudoing)

Her:uQondiakafakangaumgexowakhe?(Shedoesn'thaveher

necklacewithher)

Me:uQondiakekhousungahambake(Qondiisnothere

Sponsored

shenoticedthenecklacearoundmyneck.Shetriedtoreachfor

itandIhitherhandoff..

Me:Haiwenzani?(Whatareyoudoing)

Her:uQondiakafakangaumgexowakhe?(Shedoesn'thaveher

necklacewithher)

Me:uQondiakekhousungahambake(Qondiisnothereyoucan

leave)

Shesmiledalittleandthenlookedathercrew..

Her:Asambeni(Let'sgo)

Iclappedmyhands..
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Me:Sies!

___________

QONDISIWE

Itouchedtheroofofthecarapartofitwasglass..

Him:It'scalledasunroofngingayivula(Icanopenit)

Heopenedit..

Him:Youcantakeoutyourheadandsee

Ilookedathim..

Him:ungamakuseatukhipheintloko(Youcanstand/kneelonthe

seatandtakeoutyourhead)

Me:Angifuniukulimala(Idon'twanttogethurt)

Helaughed..

Him:Zamaubone(Tryitanditsee)

HehelpedmewiththeseatbeltandIattemptedatfirstitseemed

scaryasIwasscaredthatImightfallbutwhenIgotmygriponI

couldseeeverythingasthecarwasmovingandthewindwas

hittingagainstmyface.Itfeltgoodheincreasedthevolume..

"Babyyoucouldbeamoviestarhey(inLosAngeles)
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Getyourselfamedicalcardyeah(inLosAngeles)

Causethat'showCaliforniarolls

TheydothefingerslikeReddFoxx(inLosAngeles)

Youcanmakeitonalightblueboxyeah(inLosAngeles)

Causethat'showCaliforniarollsyeah"

IstartedwavingmyhandsaroundIba'shandwasonmybutt

tryingtobalancemethatIdon'tfall..

__________

SINDISIWE

NetworkhereisbadI'msuremyblessersarewonderingwhythey

can'tgetaholdofme.WhenIleftforJohannesburgItoldmy

familythatI'mgoingtostudybutinactualfactIwentandstarted

prostitutingmyselfattheageof16.ThelifeinJohannesburgwas

notaseasyasIthoughtitwouldbeallthosedreamsthatwere

soldtome.Theywerefalse.AstimewentonImetupwithsome

girlsandtheyturnedmeintoaslayqueenIliterallyhave3rich

marriedmenwhoaresponsoringmylifestyle.Iwassittingoutside

withmymotherwhileKhabo'skidswerebusyplayingaroundin

theyard..

Me:Ningagijimiphelanizowa(Don'trunaroundyouguysare
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goingtofall)

MymotherdoesthisbeadnecklacesandbraceletsIwashelping

her.Thiswomanatsomepointyouwouldswearthatshe'snot

blind..

Me:ZintleMamhlambengingakuthengiselazonaeGoli(Theyare

beautifulMamaybeIcansellthemforyouinJohannesburg)

Shesmiled..

Her:Lokhokungabakuhlenganeyami(Thatwouldbenicemychild)

Isawtheprincessmakingherwaytouswithherservants..

Me:Hau

Ma:Yini?(whatisit)

Me:InkosazanauNomasontoizala(THEprincessiscominghere)

Ma:Kwamampela?(Really)

Igotupassheapproached..

Thiswasunusualshehasneversetfootatourplace.Sincethe

wholeIndoniYamanzithere'sbeenbadbloodbetweenusandher

family..

Her:Sanibonani(Greetings)

Me:Sawubona(Greetingstoyoutoo)
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Shelookedaround..

Her:SizelanangobasizobhekauQondi(Weheretocheckupon

uQondi)

Ma:AkekhouQondiuseMfuleni(Qondiisnothereshe'satthe

river)

Shefoldedherarmsandshookherhead..

Her:AkekhoemfulenikukhonauHappy.UthiuQondiakazanga

ngobauyagula(She'snotthereonlyhappyisthereandshesaid

Qondiissick)

Ma:Haukanjanimanje?(Howso)

Her:FuthiuHappyugaxeumgexokaQondisiwe(Happyhas

Qondisiwe'snecklacearoundherneck)

Ma:ChalokhuokukhulumayokuyangibhidauQondiuphumela

ekseniayaemfuleni(WhatyousayingisconfusingQondilefthere

sayingshe'sgoingtotheriver)

Me:Ohhshit!!!!

Ma:YiniSindi?(WhatisitSindi)

Ilookedattheprincess..

Me:NgikhohliweukushouQondiuyengalekukhonaumamaogulayo



158

ongakhoniukufikaemfuleni(IforgottomentionthatQondiwent

thatsidethere'sawomanwhoneedshelpthatcouldn'tmakeit

totheriver)

Theprincessdidn'tsayanything..

Me:Ngiyamxolisela(Iapologizeonherbehalf)

Her:AkalethanganomuthikaMa(Shedidn'tevenbringmy

Mother'smedicine)

Me:Ngiyamxoliselabandla(Iapologizeonherbehalf)

Her:sizobuyafuthi..AngifuniukuthiuMaafe(I'llcomebacklaterI

don'twantmyMotherdying)

Inodded..

Shelookedatherpeople..

Her:Asambeni(let'sgo)

Theyleft..

Ma:Sindikwenzakalani?(Sindiwhat'sgoingon)

Me:uQondiusegoliMa(QondiisinJohannesburg)

Ma:Ini?(What)

IwentbackinsidetogetmyphoneIcan'tbelieveshewent

throughwiththis..
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IknowIbaverywellmyfriendsandIonceentertainedhimat

someclubwithhisfriends.Onethingledtoanotherweexchanged

numbersandhecallsmeupwhentheylookingtohaveagood

time..ItriedtocallhimbutIdidn'thaveanynetworkcoverage..

Me:DammitQondisiwe!!!!!

.

Tobecontinued

14

14

_

NOMASONTO(PRINCESS)

MyMotherhasneverbeenokayeversincetheQondisiweissue

shedoesn'ttalkmuch.She'salwaysinbedshehardlyeatsshe

hardlydoesanything.She'sbeenthiswayeversinceIwasborn
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soI'veheardIhadtobetakencareoffbyservants..Iwentinto

herbedroom..

Me:Ma

ShewasstarringatthewallIwentandsatnexttoher...

Me:uQondisiweakawulethangaumuthiwakhonamhlanje

(Qondisiwedidn'tbringyourmedstoday)

Shedidn'tsayanything..

Me:Futhiakekhonasemfuleni(She'snotattheriver)

Shestilldidn'tsayanything..

Me:UmgexowakheuwunikeumkhoziwakheomkhuluuHappy

nguyeohleliemfuleni(Shegavehernecklacetoherbestfriend

Happyistheonewhoissittingattheriver)

Sheturnedherheadandlookedatme..

Her:Umgexoufakwayindoniyamanzikphela(Thenecklaceisonly

wornbytheGuardian)

Me:Namibengimangele(Iwassurprised)

Shegotupfromthebed..

Me:Mauyaphi?(Whereareyougoing)

Her:Yonkeleminyakakudalangilimelelelilanga(Forallthese
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yearsI'vebeenwaitingforthisday)

Shestarteddressingup..

Her:Indoniyamanziibekeisgodisonkeesandlenisomuntunje(The

Guardianhasputthefateofthisvillageinthehandsofa

commoner)

Me:Manjeuyaphi?(Whereareyougoing)

Her:Mntanamsothathaokungokwakho(Mychildwegoingtotake

whatrightfullybelongstoyou)

___________

QONDISIWE

Ihaveneverseenanythingthisbeautifulthebuildingswerehuge

therewasalotofcarsanditwasverynoisy.Istartedtoget

scaredabitI'veneverbeenexposedtosuchalife.

Heheldmyhand..

Him:uRight?(Areyouokay)

Inodded..

Him:Iwasgonnatakeyoutosomehotelbutitmightbetoo

muchforyouIwasthinkingwecangotomyplaceI'llprepare

somethingforusandwecanhaveanicequietdayjustthetwo
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ofus

Ifakedasmileandnotnoddednotevenunderstandingawordhe

said..

Him:WewillstopatWoolworthsandgetafewthings

ThisisscarywillIbeabletogetthroughthisday?Thiscityis

morecomplicatedthanIthought..

______

SINDI

Iwaspacingupanddown..

Ma:KodwauQondisiweangakwenzakanjanilokhu?(Howcan

Qondisiwedothistous)

Ilookedatmyphonestilltherewasnosignal..

Ma:Bekumelengabeung'tshelileizoloSindi(Youshould'vetold

melastnightSindi)

Me:BengingacabangangaukuthiuQondisiweangakwenzalokhu(I

didn'tthinkQondisiwecoulddothis)

AsIwasbusywalkingupanddownwithmyMothersittingonthe

grassmatIsawtheQueenthePrincessandtheroyalguards

makingtheirwaytoourplace..
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Me:Ohhshit

Ma:Yinimanje(What'swrongnow)

Iwaitedforthemuntiltheystoodatthedoor.Ihaven'tseenthe

Queeninaverylongtime.

Shelookedatme

Sponsored

andtheroyalguardsmakingtheirwaytoourplace..

Me:Ohhshit

Ma:Yinimanje(What'swrongnow)

Iwaitedforthemuntiltheystoodatthedoor.Ihaven'tseenthe

Queeninaverylongtime.

Shelookedatmeandthenturnedtotheguards..

Queen:Ngenaninimbheke(Goinandlookforher)

Theguardspushedmeandthengotintosearchourhut..

Ma:HaiboSindingabewuDl-(SindiisthattheQu-)

Queen:Yimikanye(Itisme)

IhelpedmyMothertogetup..

Queen:UQondisiweunikezelengesgodisethukumuntunje
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(Qondisiwegaveourvillagetoacommoner)

Theguardscameout..

Guard1:Akekho(She'snothere)

Queen:IphiIndoniyamanzi?(Whereisshe)

Webothkeptquiet..

Queen:Asambeni(Let'sgo)

Theyallturnedaroundandwalkedaway..

___________

QONDISIWE

Ihaveneverbeenintoanysupermarketotherthantheoneat

homethisonelookedveryfancy.Ievensawalotofwhitepeople.

IbawaspushingthetrolleyIalsohadmyonehandonthetrolley

asitwentfromisletoisle

Him:Ngiyaziukuthikonkelokhukuphezukwakho(Iknowthatall

ofthisisoverwhelmingforyou)

Me:Angikazengabonaindawoentlekanje(Ihaveneverseensuch

abeautifulplace)

Him:Itisbeautiful

Me:Futhingathikonkekwalakuyabiza(Itseemslikeeverything
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hereisexpensive)

Him:Don'tworryaboutthat

Westoppedatsomeisleandhedidn'ttakeanything..Helooked

atme..

Him:AngikholelwaukuthiuvumileukuzanamilaeGoli(Istillcan't

believethatyouagreedtocomewithmehere)

Ismiled..

Me:Bengifunanamiukushaywaumoya(Iwantedtogetfreshair)

HegotcloserforakissIpushedhimback..

Me:Kugcweleabantunjela(There'salotofpeoplehere)

Hechuckled..

Him:Ifonlyyouknewthispeopleexpresstheirromanceinpublic

Wecontinuedwithourshopping..

_______

HAPPY

IsawtheQueenThePrincessandsomeroyalguardsapproaching

Igotup.AtfirstIthoughtthatmyeyesweredeceivingmethe

wholeentireQueenisupandwalkingaround
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Idon'twannalieIgotscared.I'veheardthatshe'sthemost

heartlesswomanever..

TheystoodbeforemeandIswallowed..

Queen:UphiuQondi?(Whereisshe)

Ibowedalittle..

Queen:Ngekengaziphinda(Iwon'trepeatmyself)

Me:UyagulaDlunkulu(She'ssick)

Her:Wawafundelaamanga?(Didyougotoschoolforlies)

Iswallowed.Shegotclosertomeandsnatchedthenecklacefrom

myneckIsawthecloudschangingandIheardthunder..

Queen:Mthatheni(Siezeher)

TheGuardscameandheldme..

Queen:Mcwiliseni(Drownher)

Me:NgiyacelaDlunkulu(PleasemyQueen)

Her:IphiIndoniyamanzi?(WhereistheGuardian)

Me:U..Kiminautheuyagula(Shesaidthatshe'ssick)

TheQueennoddedandtheguardstookmestraighttotheriverto

drown...
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Me:NkosiyamiNgiyacelaDlunkuluminaangazilutho(Pleasemy

QueenIdon'tknowanything)

___________

QONDISIWE

IstartednottofeelgoodIheldontothetrolley..

Iba:Qondiuright?(Areyouokay)

Icouldn'thelpbutcoughIcoughedoutwaterfrommylungs.I

feltlikeIwasdrowninginasense..

Iba:Qondiyini?(What'swrong)

Icouldn'tstopcoughingandnowattentionwasonusthiswasa

weirdfeeling.I'veneverfeltanythinglikethisbefore..

_____________

NOMASONTO

Shetriedtofightbuttheguardswerenomatchtoher.Atfirst

theywouldtakeherheadoutbutthistimetheydidn'taftera

whileshestoppedfightingandtheylethergo.Whentheylether

goitstartedtoraintheguardsgotoutfromtheriverandIlooked

atmyMother.It'strueit'salltrue.EverythingthatI'veheard

aboutherisnothingbutthetruth...Ilookedatherasshesmiled

shethenturnedtomeandputthenecklacearoundmyneck..



168

Her:Futhiibukekakahlekuwe(Itsuitsyoubetter)

Ilookedatthependantthewaterchangedfrombeingclearto

beingred.IlookedattheriveragainandHappywasfloating..

Ma:AsambeNdoniyamanzi(Let'sgoNdoniyamanzi)

.

Tobecontinued

15

15

QONDISIWE

Idon'treallyrememberwhenIpassedoutallIrememberisus
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comingbackfromdoingshopping.Iwasn'tfeelingwellsoIlaidon

thecouchIevenwokeupwithaminiblanketcoveringme.

SomethingwassmellinggoodIgotupfromthecouchandmade

mywaytothekitchen.Ibawascooking...

Iba:Hey..Ulalekahle?(Didyousleepwell)

Inodded..Hishousewasreallybeautiful.

Him:Uzizwanjanimanje?(howareyoufeelingnow)

Me:Ngikahle..Ngiyabonga(I'mokay..Thankyou)

Iwalkeduptohimtoseewhathewascoming..

Him:Nothingcomplicatedyouwillenjoymyspaghettibolognese

Heheldmyhands...

Him:Bengicabangaukuthiulalelaksasasizosukasonkesiye

esgodini(Iwasthinkingthatyoushouldsleepheretonight

tomorrowmorningwilldrivetothevillagetogether)

Igotmyhandsfromhisgrip..

Him:ComeonQondisiwe..Youneedtolivealittle

ItwasrainingIwalkeduptothewindow.Hecameandhugged

mefromthebackhekissedmeatthebackofmyneck..

Iturnedaroundandlookedathim..
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Him:Ngiyakucela(Please)

Ismiled..

Me:Okay

Hesmiledatmetooandthenkissedme..

________

BAWINILE

Itwasrainingcatsanddogsoutside..

Me:lemvulaIbaokubiamadloziakwatile(Thisrainissignaling

somethingbadtheancestorsareangry)

Thethunderscaredme..

Khaboclappedherhands..

Her:MinangimangalwisayileyokuthiuMakhosazanauvukile(I'm

surprisedthatthequeenisnowbetter)

Sindi:Imagineafteralltheseyears

IwasstandingatthedoorwithmygirlsIcouldn'tseetherain

butIcouldhearitandthethunder.DeepdownIknewthatthis

wasn'tgood.Aswewerestandingtheresomethingweird

happenedtomewhatseemeddarkinmyeyesquicklyfadedaway.

AdistanceawayIsawQueenNowisa.Irubbedmyeyesandshe
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wasstandingtherewithwhatlookedliketwogirlswhowere

cryingI'massumingitwasthetwovirginsthatweresaidtohave

beenburiedwithher.Itriedtospeakbutmythroatraisedno

wordsIcouldn'tevenmove..

Nowisa:NgithukutheleWinnie(I'mangryWinnie)

Hervoiceechoedwhenshespokelightningflashedacrossthesky..

Nowisa:umgexouhlezientanyeniongasiyeIndoniyamanzi(The

necklaceisontheneckofapersonthat'snotmeanttobea

Guardian)

Istillcouldn'tsayanything..

Her:umphefumulouthathiwewaphoselwaemfuleni(Aninnocent

soulwasmurderedintheriver)

Iputmyhandonmythroat..

Her:Inganeyakhongekenezeyakutholaukuphumula(Your

Daughterwillneverhavepeace)

Sindi:MauRight?(Maareyouokay)

Me:ImfihloyakhongokuzalwakweNdodakaziyakhoibihlelinami

(thesecretofhowyourchildwasconceivedhasalwaysbeensafe

withme)

Sindiputherhandonme..
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Sindi:KhabongathiuMaakekhoright(KhaboMomdoesn'tseem

well)

Her:Ubalalaisigodisami(She'skillingmyvillage)

Khaboalsoputherhandonme..

Her:Isukilekemanjengekengamxolelafuthingekengikhohlwe

(shehasdeclaredwarIwillneverforgiveandIwillneverforget)

Ireallywantedtosaysomething..

Her:WenzeintoengakazweyayenzwaIndoniyamanziulele

embhedeninelungalesithaesifunaukuthathaisigodisam(She'sin

bedwithanenemythatwantstostealmyvillage)

WhenshedisappearedIfelltotheground..

Sindi:Ma!!!!

Khabo:UmanjeuMaangashonangekengimxoleleuQondisiwe(If

MadiesIwon'tforgiveQondisiwe)

________

LUNGISA

Wewereallsittingintheloungetogetherwiththepeoplefromthe

rehabcenterIwasverynervousbecauseNokscanbeverybad.

Noks:What'sgoingon?
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Itwasjustmeherfatherandthetworepresentativesfromthe

rehabcenter..

NoksDad:BabygirlyouknowthatIloveyouIloveyouvery

much

Noks:IknowbutwhatarethesePeopledoinghereinmyhouse?

Me:Theyheretohelpyou?

Noks:Helpmewithwhat?

NoksDad:Theyheretotakeyoutosomeplacewhereyoucan

gethelpforyourdrinking

Sheshookherhead..

Noks:Ican'tbelievethatyouguysaredoingthis

Representative1:Yourdrinkingisaffectingthepeoplethatlove

you

Noks:ShutupIdon'tevenknowyou!!!

Theroomwentquiet..

Noks:WowyouknowwhatI'mleavingIdon'thavetimeforthis!!

ShewalkedoutoftheroomandIfollowedher..

Me:Noks



174

Her:Youleavemealone!!Hereyouarepretendingthatyoulove

mebutinactualfactyouwannasendmeawaysothatyoucan

getsomeoneelse

Me:That'snottrue

Noks:Fuckyou!!Fuckallofyou

NoksDad:Nokuthulathat'senough!!!

Me:BabyyouknowthatIloveyou

Isawtearsinhereyes..

Me:Ifyoudon'tdothisyougoingtopushmeaway.Ifyougo

youwillbesavingourrelationship

Shewipedhertears..

Her:IknowthatIhaven'tbeenthebestbut..Idon'twannagoI

don'twannaloseyou

Ishookmyhead..

Me:YounotgoingtolosemeI'llbethereeverydaytoseeyou

untilyougetreleased..Ipromise

Istretchedmyhandouttoher..

Me:It'stimethatyougethelpifIevermeantanythingtoyou.

Youwilldothis
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Shwfoughtherselfthenwalkeduptomeandhuggedmewhile

crying..

Me:IloveyousoomuchandIwantyoutogethelpokay?

Shenodded..

Her:It'sgoingtobeokay

___________

QONDISIWE

WesatonthecushionsaroundhissmalltableIwasnowwearing

oneofhist-shirtsaftertakingabath.Ibatheinabathtub..

Him:See

Herolledthespaghettiaroundhisforkandthenate..

Itwasspaghettiminceandcheesewithsauces..That'swhathe

toldme..

Him:Zama(try)

ItooktheforkandtriedbutIfaileddismalhelaughed..

Him:letmetryitforyou

Hedidformeandfedme..Itreallytastednice..

Me:Imnandi(It'sdelicious)
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Him:Wait

Heputtheforkdownandthenleanedoverhelickedmylowerlip..

Him:There

Hethenwipedmylipwithathumb..

Ilookeddownheputhishandonmychinandliftedmyheadup.

Hecameandkissedmehishandwentunderthet-shirtandthen

hesqueezedmybreast

Sponsored

hishandwentunderthet-shirtandthenhesqueezedmybreast

Ipulledback..

Him:Sorry

Wecontinuedeating..

Him:Ihopeyounowyougotahangofit

ThatwasacloseoneIdon'tthinkI'mreadytosleepwithhim.

Ibamust'vesleptwithalotofgirlsandthisroutescaresmeI

don'tknowanythingaboutsex..

______

SINDI

Me:Ma???
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Weshouldhershestartedcoughing..

Me:ThankGod

Wehelpedherup..

Me:Kwenzakaleni?(Whathappened)

Ma:Akukholutho(It'snothing)

Sherubbedhereyes..

Her:Ngisizenisibuyelephakathi(helpmetogetbackinside)

Wewalkedhertothegrassmat..

Khabo:uQondisiweuyinja!Akacabangeliabanyeabantu(Qondisiwe

isselfishshedoesn'tthinkaboutothers)

Ma:uQondisiwemeleabuye(Qondisiwehastocomeback)

Me:Ifshe'snotbackwewilldrivetoJohannesburgtogoand

lookedforhertomorrow

Mymothercontinuedcoughing..

___________

QONDISIWE

AftereatingwesatonthecouchtowatchTVhehadputmylegs

onhimandhewasrunninghishandonmythighs..
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Him:Uyangithemba?(Doyoutrustme)

Inodded..

Him:Khonaintoengifunasiyenze(Iwantustodosomething)

Ilookedathimashegotmylegsoffhimhegotupandthen

partedmylegs..

Me:Iba

Him:utheUyangithemba(Yousaidyoutrustedme)

Hegotinbetweenmylegshewasn'tanythingotherthanhis

boxersnow.HecameontopofmeandIfelthismanhooditwas

hardmyheartstartedtobeatfast.Hekissedmetorelaxmethen

hewethisfingersandloweredthemheforcedthemthroughmy

underwear.Ididn'tstophimthentheylandedonmycookie.As

wecontinuedkissingheplayedaroundwithhishandonmycookie

andatfirstIfeltuncomfortablewithitbutthenashecontinuedit

startedfeelingnice.ItfeltsonicethatIdidn'twanthimtostop.

WhenhesawthatIwasbeingtakenwhathewasdoinghe

stoppedandtookoffthet-shirtthatIwaswearingexposingmy

breasts.Hecontinuedkissingmeandrubbingoneofmynippleshe

thenwentdowntokissingmyneckuntilhistonguelandedonmy

nipple.Ifelthiswarmbreathhittingagainstitthenhistongueran

aroundmynipple.Hewasbusymassagingitwhilstsuckingonmy
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nipplehisotherhandwentbacktomycookie.Hemassagedmy

cookieandIalmostlostititfeltreallynicethatIcouldn'tkeep

still.Idon'tknowhowbutIstartedmoaningmybreathing

escalated.Hewentdownwithkissesuntilhelandedonmybelly

buttonthenwentdowntomycookie.Ithoughthishandplaying

aroundmycookiewasnicebuthismouthdowntherewasmore

nicer.MyhandendeduponhishairItriedclosingmylegsbuthis

handsweregrabbingontightlytomythighsmakingsurethatI

didn'tclosemylegs.Myhandsfellbackandgrabbedontightlyto

thearmrestofthechairIfeltlikeIwasgoingtoexplode..

IswayedmywaistIdidn'tknowwhattodowithmyselfatthat

moment..Hestoppedandcamebackupkissingmehepulled

downhisboxersandthenwhisperednexttomyear..

Him:Trustme..Ngithembe

Herubbedhimselfagainstmycookiethatwasalsonicenolie.As

hecontinuedIheardhisdeepbreathingnexttomyearandmine

nexttohisear.Wewerebothzonedin..

HedidthatforawhileIfeltwet.Reallywetitwasembarrassing

butIbaseemedtonotbebotheredbythat.Iliterallyhearda

soundashewasrubbinghimselfagainstmethatindicatedIwas

indeedwethecaughtmeofguardandinsertedhimin.Ifelt

somethinginsidesnapping..
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Me:Ahhhhh!!

Ipushedhimoffabit..

Me:Ibayimakubuhlungu(Ibawaitit'spainful)

Him:QondirelaxIknowwhatI'mdoing

Helookedatme..

Him:Utheuyang'themba(Yousaidthatyoutrustme)

Inoddedwithabitoftearsinmyeyesitwasallnicewhenhe

wasplayingwithmebutnowthathewasinside.Itwaspainful..

HepushedinfurtherIclosedmyeyesandbitmylowerlip.My

handsonhisbackIdugthroughhisskin.LuckyforhimIdidn't

havelongnails..Hekissedmewhiletalkinginbetween..

Him:Askies

Hishandwasrunningthroughmyhair..

HepushedinfurthermoreIclosedmylegsandlockedhimin..

ThelasttimeIrememberedtearswereatthevergeoffallingbut

nowtheywerenowheretobefound.Whenhewasfullyinitgot

abitbetterhewentinandoutslowly.Hemovedhishandto

massagingmycookiewhilehewasgoinginandoutiteventually

feltbetter.Icansayitwasabitofpainandpleasuremixed

together..Hewhisperednexttomyear
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Him:NgiyakuthandaQondisiwe(IloveyouQondisiwe)

Me:NgiyakuthandaIba(IloveyouIba)

16

16

QONDISIWE

IbaandIhadsexmorethanoncelastnightevenintheearly

hoursofthemorning.IwasinalotofpainIwon'tliepeeingwas

amission.NotforgettinghowmanytimesIhadhiscumrunning

downmythighseachtime.Iwokeupfirstthenextmorninghe

wasstillasleep.IlookedathimandsmiledthenIslowlygotout

ofbedandwentdownstairs.Iwashappyandmyloveforhimhas

nowgottenstrongerifImaysay.Iwenttothekitchentodrink

waterithadstoppedraining.Itrainedthewholenight..

Istaredoutofthewindowbusyreplayingtheeventsoflastnight
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inmymindthensomethingdisruptedme.Iheardakeyturningat

thedoorIputtheglassdowninthesinkasthedooropened.

Somegirlmadeherwayinshewaslookingdownthewholetime

untilsheclosedthedoorandhereyeslandedonme.Sheseemed

surprisedtoseeme..

Her:Whoareyou?

Ididn'tsayanythingIlookedather.Sheputherbagonthe

counterherbreathingstartedtobecomeunstable..

Her:WhoareyouwearingmyMan'st-shirtandstandingnextto

thesink?

InthisinstanceIdidn'tknowwhattosaymainlybecauseIwas

confusedandalsoIdidn'tunderstandclearlywhatshewassaying..

Her:Youthebitchthathasbeenmakinghimactoutonme?

Shewalkedclosertome..

Her:I'mtalkingtoyou!!!!

Istillkeptquiet..Shegrabbedmyhairandstartedpullingit..

Her:BitchI'mgoingtokillyou!!!(Screaming)

IhaveneverfoughtbeforerightnowIdidn'tknowwhattodo.All

Ididwastoscreamandtrytogetherhandsoffmyhair.She

threwmedownandcameontopofmebusyslappingme..



183

Her:I'mgoingtokillyousleepingwithmyman!!!

Thatwentonforawhilewithherslappingmepunchingmeand

chokingme.ItriedmylevelbesttogetheroffmebutIfailedIba

cametomyrescueandgotheroffme.Hethrewheracrossthe

floor..

Her:Ibawhatisthis?Wenzani?(Whatareyoudoing)

Hehelpedmegogetup..

Iba:Areyouokay?

Her:Iba!!!!!(screaming)

Ibaputhishandsonmyfacemyvisiononmylefteyewasabit

blurry..

Shegotupandcamechargingathimshehoppedonhisbackall

screaming.Ibagotheroffandshefellagain...

Iba:Getyourshitandgetoutofmyhouse!!Idon'twannasee

youeveragain!!

Shegotup..

Her:Ibayoudoingthistome?

Him:GetoutbeforeIfuckyouup!!

Her:Whyareyoudoingthistome?
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Him:Youembarrassingyourselfgetthefuckout!!!

Shelookedatmeonelasttimewhilebreathingheavily..

Her:It'snotover

Iba:Ithinkitisleavemykeysandgo!!

Shethrewthekeysathimshewentandtookherbagthenleft..

Ibalookedatthedooruntilitclosednoshebangedit..Hethen

turnedtome..

Iba:Qondisiwe

Me:Awushongonganiukuthiunentombi?(whydidn'tyousaythat

youhaveagirlfriend)

HetriedtotouchmebutIsteppedback..

Him:SthandwaSamngingachaza(myloveIcanexplain)

Ifelttearsnearing..

Me:Ngicelaungibiseleekhaya(Pleasetakemehome)

Heputbothhishandsagainsthismouthasiflikehewaspraying..

Him:Qondi..No

Me:Ngicelaungimikiseekhaya(Takemehome)

Iturnedandapproachedthestaircase..
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Iheardhimbreakingsomething..

Him:Fuck!!!!

_________

LUNGISA

Icouldn'tdrivewithNokuthulatotherehabcenterearlythis

morningIhadtodrivetotheZikhalivillage.Forthefirsttimeina

verylongtimeIwashappyhappythatI'mfreefromthisbitch.I

knowit'sonlyforashortwhilebutI'llevenbribetherehabcenter

tokeepherthereforalongtime.SinceitrainedlastnightI'm

surewegoingtobenefitalotfromthevillageeverythingis

workingoutverywell.IwasdrivingtothevillagewithmyMother

shewantedtoseeit..

Mom:HowdidyougetNokstogo?

Me:Emotionalblackmail

Her:Ihopeshewillfinallygetthehelpthatsheneeds

Me:Metoo

Her:Ngitshelekancanengalevillage(Tellmealittleaboutthe

village)

Me:There'snothingmuchtotellotherthanthatthemost

importantpersontousnowatthatvillageisQondisiwe
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Her:Whoisthat?IsshetheKing'sDaughter?

Me:NosheistheGuardianoftheriverandpossiblythewhole

villagewithoutherthevillageisdead.Shewassaidtobechosen

bytheancestors

Her:Soundsinteresting

Me:Andshe'sverybeautifulthemostbeautifulgirlI'veeverseen

Her:Soundslikeyoueyeingthisgirl

Ichuckled..

Me:Notexactly..Ibabeatmetothat

Her:Iba?Whatdoeshehavetodowithher?

Me:YouknowIba

Her:Ibamightjustruinthiswholethingforusyouknowyour

Brother

Me:Wewillsee

___________

QONDISIWE

IwasinthebathroomalldressedupIlookedatmyselfinthe

mirror.Thisgirlreallydidanumberonme.HowcanIbesostupid?

MyMothertoldmeherstoryabouthowmyFatherplayedher
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fromthecitySindiwarnedmeaboutIba.Shehasmoreexperience

thanmewhydidn'tIlisten?Whydidn'tIlisten?

Iheardaknockatthedoor...

Him:Ngicelauvulesthandwasam(Pleaseopethedoormylove)

IwashurtSindiwarnedmeaboutIba.Shehasmoreexperience

thanmewhydidn'tIlisten?Whydidn'tIlisten?

Iheardaknockatthedoor...

Him:Ngicelauvulesthandwasam(Pleaseopethedoormylove)

IwashurtnoIwasbeyondhurt.Sindiwasrighthejustwanted

tosleepwithme..

IopenedthedoorandlookedathimIevenhatedthathewas

cute..Iwalkedout..

Me:Sengicedilengicelaungiyiseekhaya(I'mdonepleasetakeme

home)

Him:Angekesakhulumangalento?(wecan'ttalkaboutthis)

Me:Unentombiubufunanjeukulalanamikphela(Youhavea

girlfriendyouonlywantedtosleepwithme)

Him:That'snottrue..Ihavefallenforyoungiyakuthanda

Qondisiwe(IloveyouQondisiwe)
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Me:AwuyekeAmangaIba!!Ngibiseleekhaya(Stoplyingandtake

mebackhome)

Him:SothatIwon'tseeyouagain?Youknowyourdamnvillage

hadalotofrules!!Youwon'twannaseemeagain

Me:Ngibiseleekhaya?(takemehome)

Him:WhichpartofIloveyoudon'tyouunderstandwena

Ntombazana?

Heraisedhisvoiceandthatscaredmealittlehewalkedcloserto

meandItookastepback..

Him:Bhekakeawuyindawountilsikhulumengalendaba(Younot

goinganywhereuntilwetalkaboutthis)

Me:Ungakhohlwangiyindoniyamanzingingashwelezamanje

amadloziwamakuzele!!(Don'tyouforgetthatIamIndoniyamanzi

Icancallmyancestorsrightnowtodealwithyou)

Him:BabizebonkekeNdoniyamanzibeseubatsheleukuthi

angisababi!(CallthemandtellthemI'mnotscared)

Ilookedatme..

Him:Ngiyabuyamhlambeuzobeupholilemangibuya(I'mcoming

backmaybeyou'llbemorecalmwhenIgetback)

Hewalkeduptomeandkissedme..
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Him:Iloveyou

_________

LUNGISA

Tomysurpriseitwasstillrainingatthevillageandsomepartsof

it.Itwasflooded.Someofthehutsweredestroyedandthemost

painfulthingtoseewasaMotherabitfaraway.Hertwosmall

kidswereontopofatreeshewasholdingtheminplacesothey

don'tfallwithwaterreachingherwaist.Itwasevendifficultfor

metodriveinIhadtodrivemycarwherethewaterwasnotthat

much.WewerewelcomedintotheKing'scourtluckyforhimhis

housewasn'tsufferingthewholeordeal.Iwasshockedtoseethe

QueenpresentIheardthatshewasveryillthelasttimeIwas

here..

Queen:Ngiphindefuthinginamukele(Iwouldliketowelcomeyou

again)

Herdaughterwasstandingnexttohermother'schairshewas

wearingQondisiwe'snecklace.Thependantwasreddifferentfrom

howclearitwaswhenIhadseenQondisiwewearingit.Whenshe

sawthatIwasconcentratingonitsheheldit..

Manqobawalkedin..

Queen:Zinjaniizithelo(HowarethefruitsandVegetables)
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Manqobashookhishead..

Him:KonkekonakeleNdlunkulu(Everythingismessedup)

MyMomandIlookedateachother..

Manqoba:Umaimvulaseyithulilekomelesiqalephantsi(Whenthe

rainhasstoppedwewillhavetostartafresh)

Me:Kothathaiskhathiesingakanani?(Howlongwillthattake)

Manqoba:Izinyangananje(afewmonths)

Mymotherstoodup..

Ma:Ini?Wedon'thavemonths

Me:Macalmdown

Ma:Kantiuphiu..Bathiubani?LoQondisiwewakhona?Akusiye

onakekelelesigodi?(Whereis..Whoisshe?Qondisiwedoesn'tshe

gaurdthevillage)

Thevillagestooduptoo..

Queen:Ungalingeuphathelelogamalakwami(Don'tevermention

thatnameinmyhouse)

MyMomlookedather..

Ma:Angikafikikuwepholakancance(Ididn'tcomeforyouasyet

cooldownabit)
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MymomlookedatManqoba..

Ma:LandaloQondisiwewakhonangizokhulumanaye(Goget

QondisiwesoIcantalktoher)

Queen:YeMfazibizalelogamafuthingizothibakubambe(Mention

thatnameagainandI'llhaveyouarrested)

Ma:Ubambebani?Nginganiqhwabaninyenonkengizoqalangawe

(Arrestwho?Iwouldbeateveryonehereincludingyou)

TheQueenlookedattheguardstheywalkeduptomyMom..

Ma:Ningaqalianingazinokungazimina(Don'tstartyoudon'teven

knowme)

TheystoppedmyMomlookedattheQueen..

Her:NilandeloQondisiwewenuorelse!!

Shestartedwalkingout..

Mom:AsambeLungi!(Let'sgoLungi)

Me:Ngiyaxol-(I'msorry)

Mom:LungingitheAsambe!!(LungiIsaidlet'sgo)

Igotupandfollowedher..

Me:Youcan'ttalktotheQueenlikethat
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Sheslappedmeacrosstheface...

Ma:ifyoudidyourjobwellwewouldn'tbeinthissituation

Sheclickedhertongueoneofthefemaleservantsrantoherwith

anumbrella..

Ma:Fusekwena!!Fusek!!

TheservantmovedbackIshookmyhead..

.

Tobecontinued

17

17

IBA

IcalledThandekasothatwecouldmeetupatsomerestaurant

whatshedidpissedmeofftothecore.Shedidcomepossibly
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withthehopethatweweregoingto"fix"things.Justbylooking

atherIfeltlikejumpingacrossthetabletostrangleheruntilshe

begsformercyordeath..Welookedateachotherforawhile..

Me:Whatyoudidthismorningwasoff

Her:Youcanapologizeandwecanmoveon

Me:I'mnotapologizingforshit!Ijustwantyoutostayawayfrom

me

Her:Iknowthatyouplayaroundwithgirlsbutyoualwayscome

backwhat'sspecialabouther?

Me:What'sspecialaboutheristhatI'vefallenforher..Deeply!

ShelookedatmeuntiltearsformedinhereyesIcouldliterally

seeherswallowing.

Me:I'velostallrespectforyouhowdoyouattackanotherwoman?

Sheknowsnothingaboutyou!

Her:Howcanyoudothistome?

Sheleanedoverwithtearsfalling..

Her:It'smeIbahowcanyoudothistome?

Me:Respectyourselfstopattackinginnocentwomen

Itookoutanotefrommywallet..
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Me:Getyourselfsomethingtoeat

Igotupandstartedwalking..

Her:Younotgonnadothistome!!

Ikeptonwalking..

Her:Iba!!!Iba!!(shouting)

Iturnedaroundandlookedather..

Me:Youmakingascenestopembarrassingyourselfandstopped

beingneedy!..StayawayfrommeandImeanit!Youhaveexpired

andI'mdonewithyou!!!

_________

LUNGISA

I'veseenmyMotherupsetbuttodayshewasboiling.Shekepton

pacingupanddowninmyoffice...

Her:Youspokehighlyofthisdamnvillage!

IrememberedwhatManqobasaidtomebeforeIgotintomycar

hehintedthatQondisiweisnotatthevillage.That'swhy

everythingistumbling..

Me:Qondisiweisnotaroundthevillage

Her:Wherecouldshebe?She'sastupidvillagegirlwherecould
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shego?

Me:IthinkIbacantellus

Sheturnedandlookedatme..

Her:YoutellingmethatIba??

Sheshookherhead..

Her:IswearI'mgonnakillthatgoodfornothingBrotherofyours!

Me:I'llcallhim

Her:No!!I'llgotohisplaceangekengadlalwaumntwana(Iwon't

bedisrespectedbyachild)

Shetookherbagfrommydesk..

Her:Justmakesurethatothershareholdersdon'tfindoutabout

this!!

Inodded...

____________

QONDISIWE

Ibahadlockedmeinsidethehouse.Ikeptonpullingthekitchen

dooritwasn'topening..

IhitthehandleafewtimesoutofFustration.ThenIleanedmy
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headagainstthedoorwhilelettingoutadeepsigh..AsIwas

standingthereIheardsomethingdrippingbehindme.Iturned

aroundandwhatIsawwasdefinitelygoingtohauntmeforever.I

sawmyfriendHappyshewasstandinginthemiddleofthe

kitchendrippingwet..

Me:Happy??

Shedidn'tsayanythingshejustlookedatmeandshookherhead

thenhenshedisappeared.Isankdowntotheflooritwasclear

whatwashappening.I'mseeingherbecauseshe'snomore

Sponsored

itwasclearwhatwashappening.I'mseeingherbecauseshe's

nomoretheriverhassomethingtodowithit.Otherwiseshe

wouldn'tbedrippingwet..

_____________

NOMASONTO

IthadstoppedrainingnowIwassittingattheIndoniyamanziriver

withoneofmyservants.Theriverwasstillredthewaterfallwas

dispensingnothingbutredwater.Iglanceddownatthependentit

wasstillred.Ididn'tunderstandthesearemyancestors.Why

wouldtheydothistome?Whywouldtheyrejectme??WhilstI

wasstilltryingtowrapmyheadaroundthatinthemiddleofthe
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riverIsawHappy.Istoodup.SheapproachedtherockthatIwas

sittingon..

Me:Happy?

Happy:AngekewabaYindoniYamanzi(Youwillneverbethe

Guardianofthisriver)

Me:NgiyisizukulwanasakaNowisa(IamNowisa'sdescendent)

Happy:uQondisiwenguyeIndoniyamanzi(Qondisiweisthe

Guardian)

Me:Uphi?uQondisiweusilahlilelesgodi(Whereisshe?Shehas

turnedherbackonthisvillage)

Shefoldedherarms..

Me:Awusiyilutho(Younothing)

SheraisedherhandupandthisgustofwindflewacrossthatI

fellonthegroundIlookedatheruntilmyvisionbecameblurry.I

gotablackout..

___________

QONDISIWE

IheardthedooropeningIwasnowsittingonthespotwhere

Happyhadappeared.Ibawalkedinandclosedthedoorhedidn't
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lockitthistimearound.Hemadehiswaytomehewasholdinga

smallplastic..

Him:Igotsomemeds

Iignoredhim..

Heputthemonthecounterandsatnexttome..

Him:Ngiyaxolisa(I'msorry)

Iwipedmytears..

Him:Ngiyak'thembisalokhuokwenzekilengekekwenzekefuthi(I

promiseyouwhathappenedtodaywillneverhappenagain)

Heputhisarmaroundmeandpulledmeclosertohim.What

happenedthismorningwasatthebackofmymindIhaven't

forgivenhimandIhaven'tforgottenbutrightnowIwasdealing

withsomethingmoreimportant..

Him:Askies

Whathappened?WhatdidNowisado?

Hewipedmytearsandkissedmeonmyforehead..

Happywasagoodpersonshedidn'tdeservethis.Allofthisismy

fault..Thedooropenedandsomewomanwalkedinshelookedat

uswhileclosingthedoor..
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Her:Soit'strue?

Ibastoodup..

Iba:Whatareyoudoinghere?

Shewalkedclosertous..

Her:IsthisQondisiwe?

Iba:Ufunani?(Whatdoyouwant)

ShestartedhittingIbawithherhandbag..

Her:Doyouknowthedamagethatyouhavecaused??(Shouting)

Shewasfurious...

Iba:Getthehelloutofmyhouse?

Sheraisedherhandbutdidn'thithim..

Her:Ngizok'shayaIba(I'llhityou)

Shelookedatme..

Her:Nawesukuma!!(Standup)

Istoodup..

Her:Usukakudeso!!Ufunanila?(Youfromveryfarwhatareyou

doinghere)

Ididn'tsayanythingtoher..ShepointedatIba..
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Her:Welosingoutonmillionsbecauseofyourstupidity!!!!

Sheturnedtomeagain..

Her:Wenaasambe(Let'sgo)

Iba:Ma..

Her:Ungangidiniwena!!(don'tirritateme)

Shepointedatthedoor..

Her:Asambe!!(let'sgo)

IlookedatIbaandthenwalkedtothedoorshefollowedme..

_______

SINDI

Me:SeyithulileimvulaMa(Ithasstoppedraining)

Ma:Uhambekahlenganeyami(Gowellmychild)

Khabo:Ubuyenayeaphilaukuthiazobulawayimi(bringherback

alivesothatIcankillhermyself)

IhuggedmyMom..

Me:NgizobuyanayeMaNgiyak'thembisa(I'llbringherbackMaI

promise)

IhopeQondisiweknowsthedamagethatshehascausedaround
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here..

.

Tobecontinued

18

18

QONDISIWE

Ibanathi'sMotherdidn'tdrivemebacktothevillageinsteadwe

drovetoherbighouse.ItwasonlywhenIsawherhouseboth

insideandoutsidethatthisfamilyisveryrich..

Thiswomanscaresmeshe'sveryintimidatingandjustbybeing

alonewithherinthishousescaredthelivingdaylightsoutofme.

Shelookedatmefromheadtotoe..

Her:Whathappenedtoyourface?

Ididn'tanswerher..
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Her:Idon'tfeellikedrivingalongdistanceI'lltakeyouhome

tomorrowmorning.Sizohambaeksenikakhulu(Wewillleavevery

earlyinthemorning)

Sheleanedagainstthekitchencounter..

Her:Mangikumikisakiningicelaungasabuyi(WhenItakeyouback

tothevillagepleasedon'tcomeback)

Inodded..

Her:HowdoIsaythiswithoutsoundingoffensive.Eventhough

yourfaceisbatteredbutIcanseethatyoubeautifulverybeautiful.

Unfortunatelyyouwillneverbegoodenoughformysonoreven

formyfamily.Qondisiwengiyathembaukuthiawufundanga(you

noteducated)youfromavillageangekewadazaubuhlekphela

(Youcannotcontributebeautyonly)

Iswallowed..

Her:Umndeniwamiubalulekekakhuluabafanabamitheyneedto

seenwithsmartandeducatedwomenatalltimes.Youdon'tfit

theprofileofbeingaBiyelabrideuyakwazinjenokufunda?(Can

youevenread)

Me:Cha..(No)

Her:Uyabonakeintoengiyikhulumayo?(YouseewhatI'mtalking

about)
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Iclearedmythroat..

Me:Ngiyabona(Isee)

Her:Yamkelasisiabantuabafananaweabaphumalaphouphuma

khonaabavamisiukuphumelelaempilweni.Awubalulekangafuthi

ijoziakusiyindawoyabantuabafananawe.Wenayoubelonginthat

villagewenzawhateverlemeleuyenza.Khohlwaimpiloyalafuthi

ukhohlweyinganeyam(Acceptitpeoplelikeyoupeoplewhoare

fromaplacelikeyoursdon'tsucceedinlife.Younotimportant

andJohannesburgisnotaplaceforpeoplelikeyou.Youbelongin

thevillagedowhateveritisthatyoudothere.Forgetaboutalife

hereandforgetaboutmyson)

Me:Ngiyakuzwa(Ihearyou)

Her:Doyouseethatyounotcutoutforthislife?Uyisilima!

Ungashiyakanjaniisigodisakiniwaziukuthiuyafuneka?Beseuzela

uIbanathi?I'msurerightnowIbanathihasanothergirlinbedwith

himthat'showheis!(You'restupidhowcanyouleaveyour

villageknowingverywellthatyouneededtocomehereformy

son)

Iendedupnotreplying..

Her:Dlalanabafanabesgodisakiniuyekeinganeyamsezwana?

(Playwithboysinyourvillageandleavemysonalonedoyou
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hear)

Me:Yebo

Her:Ifyoudon'tthatuselessvillageofyoursI'mgoingtodestroy

itandit'speople!Angekengavumelaudodiofananaweukuthi

ungenelaemndeniniwami(Iwillneverallowrubbishlikeyouto

beapartofmyfamily)

Sheliterallyspatonmyface...

Her:Sies!

__________

IBANATHI

IhatemyMotherwithallmyheartthereasonwhyIdidn'tprotest

isbecauseIknowthatshecanbecruel.Thiswholesituationwas

notgoingtoendupwell.IloveQondisiweandIreallywantherto

haveadifferentlifedifferentfromthevillageonethatshehas.

She'sabeautifulgirlandIcanseethatshereallywantsalife

beyondtheonethatsheknows.ThiswholeIndoniYamanzithing

isshitandIfeeltheyenforcingitonherjusttogroundhershe

doesn'tdeservetocarrythewholevillageinhershoulders.She's

just22yearsofage.MyphonerangIcheckedanditwasSindi..

Me:IfIremembercorrectlyyoudon'tcallunlessIcallyou
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Her:don'tflatteryourselfIbathisisnotasocialcall

Me:Whatdoyouwant?

Her:MySister

Me:What?

Her:QondisiweIknowyoutookher

Ialmostdroppedmyphoneonthefloor..

Me:WhatdoyoumeanQondisiweisyourSister?

Her:SheismySistershe'sthelastbornathomeandrightnow

she'sneeded

Me:She'sonherwaybackhome

Her:Stayawayfromher

Me:Orwhat?

Her:OrI'llgiveherthelowdownonwhoyoureallyareandthat

wehavecrossedpaths

Me:Youwouldn'tdothat

Her:Tryme..LookIbaIknowyouokayandI'llbedamnedifyou

treatmysisterthesamewayyoutreatthoseothergirls!

Qondisiweisspecial
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Me:Thenyoudon'tknowmeatall

Her:Stayawayfromherdoyouunderstandme?Youandmy

sistercanneverbesoleaveherthehellalone!

Shehungup..

___________

QONDISIWE

ThatnightIlaidinbedshehasgivenmetheguestroom..Istared

attheceilingwithtearsfallingdown.AllI'veeverwantedwasa

differentlifedifferentfromtheonethatIknow.Eachtimewhen

SinditoldmeabouttheCity

Sponsored

differentfromtheonethatIknow.EachtimewhenSinditoldme

abouttheCityIimaginedmyselfbeinghereandmakingsomething

outofmyuselessself.Ididn'tchoosetobewhatIamIdidn't

choosethislife.WhywouldIchoosetobeburiedundertheriver

onedayalive?WhywouldIchoosetobeuselessandsitbythe

rivereverydayofmylife?I'mwaytooyoungforthislifethatI

wascalledforbutnowafterwhatIbanathi'smomsaidsheisright.

ThisismylifeI'mmeanttobeanobodyuntilIdie.Iammeant

tobelikemypeopleuneducatedanduseless.Ibadoesn'tdeserve

agirllikemeIcan'tevenspeakEnglish.Heisfromawealthy
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familyandI'mjustgonnabeanembarrassmenttohimthesooner

IgobackhomethesoonerIcanforgetabouteverythingincluding

meetingandknowingIbanathi..

__________

BAWINILE

Thenextmorningwewerewokenupveryearlybytheroyal

guardstheywerewiththeQueen..

Queen:uQondisiweuphi?(WhereisQondisiwe)

Noonesaidanything..

Queen:InganeyamiiyagulauQondisiwewuyeolaphayolaesgodoni

angithi?(MychildissickQondisiweisalsoahealerhereinthis

villageright)

Khabo:uQondisiweakekho(Qondisiweisnotaround)

Queen:Lokhongiyakwazi(Iknowthat)

Itwasquietforamoment...

Queen:UmangingabuyangatholaukuthiuQondisiweakekho

ngizohambalaesgodoni(IfIcomebackandQondisiweisnot

aroundyouwillbebanishedfromthisvillage)

Iheardthemwalkingout..
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Khabo:uQondisiweyinjaMa!Akacabangeliabanyeabantu

(Qondisiweisadogshedoesn'tthinkforothers)

Me:Hlisaumoya(Calmdown)

Khabo:AngekengahlisaumoyaMamasingaxoshwalakulesgodi

sizoyaphi?(Iwon'tcalmdownMaifwecouldbebanishedfrom

thisvillagewherearewegoingtogo)

Me:uSindiuzomlethauQondisiwe(Sindiwillbringherback)

Khabo:Haisuka!!!

Iheardherstompingoutofthehouse..

Isighedandheldontomywalkingstick..

Voice:Bawinile

IknewwhoitwasitwasQueenNowisa..

EverytimewhensheappearsIcouldhearthesoundofthewaters..

Iturnedandlookedinherdirectionshewasstandinginmyhut.

NowisahasmyvisionsheonlybringsitbackwhenIhavetosee

her..Istilldon'tunderstandwhyI'mtheonlyonewhoseesher..

Her:WenaubufanelweukubauNdlunkuluindodakaziyakhoibe

yindoniyamanzi(YouweremeanttobetheQueenyourDaughter

wasmeanttobeaguardian)
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Me:Lokhongekekwayenzeka(Thatwon'thappen)

Her:uQondisiwewasebukhosini(Qondisiweisroyalty)

Me:uQondisiweuyindoniyamanziphousafunaniokunye(Qondisiwe

isaguardianwhatmoredoyouwant)

Her:Ngathiukhohliwe(Ithinkyouhaveforgotten)

Shemovedabitandthensheplayedmeaneventfrommypast

onethatI'vedecidedtomakepeacewithandputitattheback

ofmyhead.SeeonlyNowisatheKingandIknowthetruthwhen

itcomestoQondisiwe.Qondisiwe'sFatherisnotfromthecityher

fatheristheKingmyowncousin.SindiandKhaboninatheirfather

istheonefromthecitybutIheardtolieabouteverything

becausehowQondisiwewasconcievedit'sarealshamemyown

cousintheKingusedtorapeme.Ourfinalsexualencounterleft

mewithQondisiwemymotherknewabouttherapebutshe

couldn'tdonorsayanything.Wearejustcommonerscomingout

withsuchabigthingtheKingwasgoingtohaveusbeheaded.

NotonlywasmyDaughtermeanttobeIndoniYamanzibutQueen

NowisawantedmetobetheQueentoo.Unfortunatelythatwill

neverhappencomingoutwiththisbigsecretwillonlyhavegrave

consequences..

.
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Tobecontinued

19

19

LUNGISA

Mymotherbudgedintomyofficeshedidn'tevencalltosaythat

shewascoming.Iwaspreparingforameetingwiththe

shareholders...

Me:Ma

ShewasfollowedbySlo..

Slo:Mam'canIgetyousometea?

Mom:Nothankyou

SlolookedatmeanddidfunnyfacesbehindmymomIchuckled

ashewalkedoutofmyofficeandclosedthedoor.Mymom

walkedtothewindow..
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Ma:It'stimewegetrealLungisa

I'veneverseenherthisserious..

Ma:Yourfatherwasgoingtodivorcemeforsomeoneelsehefell

inlovewithhismistress

Ihavewitnessedmyparent'smarriagebeforemyfatherdiedthey

werealwaysfighting.Therewasnopeaceathomeanymore..

Mom:Hewasgonnalivemewithnothinghewasgoingtoleave

uswithnothing

Isatdownandwaitedforhertocontinue..

Mom:ItwasnosecretthathelovedIbanathimorethanyouand

hewantedIbanathitosucceedhimimaginethatbratIba!!

Itwasallcomingbacktomenowmyfatherneverlovedme.He

didmakeitclearhesaidtomeIwaseviljustlikemyMother.I

hadpushedthosememoriesatthebackofmymindIdidn't

wannathinkaboutitorletitaffectmebecauseIdidn'twanna

growupbitter...

Mom:HehadsignedoffeverythingtoIbanathithankGodIbawas

youngatthattimeandIheldtherightstoeverything

Isawherwipingtears...

Mom:Ibadoesn'tknowthateverythingisinhisnameIhavebeen



212

bribingthelawyertokeepthatasecretfromhimIcannothave

thatchildtakingeverythingfromus.IfIbafindsout..

Sheshookherhead..

Mom:He'sgonnaleaveuswithnothingandthenheisgonnarun

thiscompanydownthatthedrain!Everythingthatwehaveworked

forheisgoingtoruinit

Shsturnedtome..

Her:Isthatwhatyouwant?

Me:Ofcoursenot!

IhaveworkedhardforthiscompanyandIcan'tloseeverything..

Shesmiled..

Her:Ihavelearnedthatmostpeoplewhoarerichdidn'tplayfair

theydidn'tlettheirconsciencegettothemandthat'swhatwe

goingtodo.Lungisaifwedon'tplaydirtywemightgofrom

richestoragsandwecan'tletthathappen.I'veworkedhardto

getoutofpovertyI'vegivenmyselftoamanwhotreatedmelike

shit.Treatedmelikeatrophywife.Ilovedyourfatherandallthat

hedidwastreatmelikeshit!Remembermybruises?Remember

howheusedtotreatme?

Me:Iremember
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Her:Wedeservethiswedeservetolivethislifeespeciallyafter

whatwe'vebeenthrough

Ithoughtforawhile..

Me:Whatdoyouwantmetodo?

Her:Ithoughtyou'dneverask

Shewalkedcloser..

Her:IloveyourbrotherheismysonbutIbahastolearnalesson.

Abrutalone

Me:I'mlistening

Her:ItseemslikehehasfallenforthisgirlI'veseenhowhe

lookedatheryesterdayandifwedon'tbreakthemapartthey

goingtobreakus.Ifthisgirlisindeedimportantinhervillageand

ifIbaisstillaroundheisgoingtodistractherandwegoingto

losealotfromthelandthatwehaveinvestedsomuchin.

Me:Whatshouldwedo?

Her:Youneedtobreakhisheartbreakingsomeone'sheartmeans

hurtingwhattheyholdclosetotheirheart

Me:Qondisiwe?

Shenodded..
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Her:Yes..Qondisiwe

Me:Howdowedothat?

Her:Qondisiweisastupidgirlfromavillageshe'snotsmartand

canbeeasilyplayed.Ineedyoutofakefallinginlovewithher

stringheralongjusttohurtyourbrotherandthenI'llbethereto

pickupthebrokenpieces.IwantIbatohateherandwant

nothingtodowithherIwantthemapartforever

Me:Wouldn'tthatcauseahugefightbetweenmeandIba?

Her:Leavethattomejustdoyourpartandmakesurethatshe

realizeshowimportantthevillageis

Inodded..

Her:ItrustyoumySonwithNoksoutofthewayfornowthis

shallbeeasyforyou.Plusit'snotlikeI'mthrowingyouoff...

Qondisiweisaverybeautifulgirlanyguywouldwantherbut

she'snotgoodforourfamilywellshe'sonlygoodforwhatwe

benefitfromher.It'seasyyou'vedonethiswithNoks

Me:Ihearyou

Her:Makemeproud

Me:Iwill

__________
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QONDISIWE

Ibanathi'sMomhadadrivertakemebacktothevillage.Iwas

relievedtogobackhomeyesmyheartisbrokenbutI'velearned

alotinashortspaceoftime.ThisiswhoIamthisiswhoI'll

foreverbe..IthoughtthatI'llfindcomfortathomebutthestate

ofthevillagewasterrible.Peoplewerepickingupthepiecesof

theirbrokenhomesandtryingtofixwhathadbeenmessedupI

can'tbelievewhatIwasseeing.ThebeautifulZikhalivillagehad

fallenthismademerealizehowimportantIwasinthisplace.

IranhometoseemyMothermyhomewasstillstandingyesbut

themessoutsideandtheroofseemedtobeleaking.Igotinside

anditwasabitfloodedourgrassmatswerewetnottomention

everythingelse

Me:Ma???

TherewasnooneinsideIwalkedout..

Me:Sindi??Ma??

Ma:Qondisiwe!

HervoicecamefromthebackofthehutImademywaythere.

Shewassittingonthebucket

Sponsored
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Iwalkeduptoherandthrewmyselfatherfeet..

Me:NgiyaxolisaMa(Crying)

Sheputherhandonmyhead..

Me:Ngiyaxolisa(I'msorry)

Ma:Kulungilenganeyamisonkesawayenzaamaphutha(It'sokay

mychildweallmakemistakes)

Me:Kubengakulalela(Ishould'velistenedtoyou)

Her:KulungileQondisiwe(It'sokayQondisiwe)

Icontinuedcryingatherfeet..

Me:Ngiyaxolisa(I'msorry)

_________

IBANATHI

Iwasatthehospitalthesamehospitalthatmyfathertookhislast

breathat.Hewaslayingonthebedhelpless.Whatusedtobea

strongmanhenowwasdependingonanadultnappytorelieve

himself.Thepoisonwasaggressiveitmadehimachild.Youknow

whenachildisdependentonaparentforeverything?Thatwas

myfatheronhislastdaysonearth.Wehadtogoinhisward

whilewearingmasksthesmellwasunbearable.Hewasrotting
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insidethat'showbadthepoisonwas.Hekeptonvomitingblood

nohewasvomitingclots.AtsomepointIthoughtthathewas

vomitingmostofhisinternalorgansaftereveryvomithisstrength

slowlylefthim.I'veneverwitnessedsomethinglikethisbeforeI

lookeduptothismanmostofmylifeandhereheistoday.He

wasweakhewasdefeatedandhewasgivingin..........

MyalarmclockwokemeupIstretchedmyhandtoswitchitoff.I

laidonthebedforawhilebusythinkingaboutthisdreamI've

beenthinkingalotabouthimlatelymaybethat'swhyI'meven

dreamingabouthim..

IlookedatthetimeandIwaslatefortheofficeweprobably

shouldwebeatthevillagebynowsinceweworkingonournew

project..IheardthedoorbellringIhopeit'snotmyMother.She

haspissesmeoffalready..Igotoutofbedandmademyway

downstairstoanswerthedoortomysurpriseitwasSindi..

Me:Youhavebekiddingme!

Shepushedmeandmadeherwayin..

Her:Whereisshe?

Me:She'snothere

Shelookedatme..

Her:Don'tplaywithmeIbathisisserious
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Me:Mymotherdroveherbackhome

Shefoldedherarms..

Me:PleaseleaveIhavetogo

Shalookedatmeallthewaydownandsmiledalittle..

Her:StayawayfrommySister

Me:ByeSindi

ShewalkedoutandIclosedthedoor..

___________

QONDISIWE

IwascleaningtheyardwithmyMomsittingbythedoorand

workingonhernecklacesandbraceletsmymindwasfaraway.I

keptthinkingaboutIbaandthetimewespenttogether.Itwas

beautifulnoliethiswasmyfirsttimeexperiencinglove.Beautiful

lovetobemoreexact.Iwipedmytearsallthatisovernow.Iba

isamemoryfromnowon..

Ma:WathulaQondi(Youveryquiet)

Ilookedather..

Her:udliwayini?(what'seatingyou)

Me:AkubalulekangaMa(It'snotimportant)
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Her:eGoliubuyeleisoka?(Didyougotothecityforaboy)

Ithoughtaboutherquestionbeforeanswering..

Me:AkubalulekangalokhoMa(That'snolongerimportant)

Ma:Ubani?(Whoishe)

Me:IgamalakhewuIbanathiIbanathiBiyela(HisnameisIbanathi

IbanathiBiyela)

Ma:IgamaelihleleloInkosimayibenathi(That'sanicenameGod

bewithus)

Ismiled..

Me:Sekuyintsomilokho(That'snowancienthistory)

Ma:Kwenzekeni?(Whathappened)

Ishruggedmyshoulders..

Me:Minanayesiphumaemazweniahlukileumndeniwakheufundile

futhiunemali.Yiboabazosisizalaesgodini(Meandhimwefrom

differentworldstheyeducatedandrich.Theytheonesthatare

goingtohelpusinthisvillage)

Her:uthandoaluboni(Loveisblind)

Me:AngimfanelangaMa(Idon'tsuithim)

Her:Njani?(How)
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Me:AngifundilengiyisdomfuthinempiloyaseGoliakusiyoyabantu

abafananami.Angifuniukumhlaza(I'mnoteducatedI'mstupid

pluslifeinJohannesburgisnotforpeoplelikeme.Idon'twanna

embarrassher)

Her:UbalulekilengendlelayakhoQondisiwe(Youimportantinyour

ownway)

Me:Ngibalulekelakuphelangaphandlelaphaangisiyilutho(I'monly

importanthereoutsidethereI'mnothing)

Her:Kungizwisaubuhlunguukukuvaukhulumangaleyondlela(It

breaksmyhearthearingyoutalkinglikethat)

IsawKhabocomingwithherkids..

Me:Akusasizingobakonkesekuphelile(It'sallovernow)

Khabo:Ufunanilaekhayawena?(whatdoyouwanthere)

IstoppedwhatIwasdoingshewalkeduptomeandslappedme

acrossmyface..

Me:Ma!!

Ma:Khabo!!

Khabo:AkahambelolaekhayaabuyeleeGoli(sheshouldleaveand

gobacktothecity)
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Me:NgiyaziukuthingimoshileKhabo(IknowthatI'vemessedup)

Shelookedatme..

Her:Kwenzakaleniebuswenibakho?(Whathappenedtoyourface)

Ididn'tsayanythingtoher..

Her:WeQondiyaziuDom(youarestupid)

Ma:Khaboninaawume(Khabowaitaminute)

Her:SowuhlulweyiGolinjengosukusowubuyalaekhaya(The

cityhasdefeatedyoujustinonedayandnowyoucomingback

here)

Ma:Khaboyekaumntwana(Khaboleavethechildalone)

Khabo:WenaangisakwaziusufilelakimiNdoniyamasimba(Idon't

knowyouanymoreyoudeadtome)

Sheclickedhertongueandwalkedaway..

Ma:MyekeQondi(Leaveher)

.

Tobecontinued
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20

20

QONDISIWE

LateronImademywaytotheIndoniyamanziRiverIcouldn't

believehowitwaslooked.Thatclearbeautifulwaterhadturned

redwhathappened?WhathappenedtomyfriendHappy?Theriver

issupposedtobeasacredplacewhywouldNowisamurder

Happy?Itdoesn'tmakesense..

AsIwalkingaroundtherivertryingtomakesenseofeverythingI

sawManqobamakinghiswaytomewithHappy'sGrandmother.

WhatamIgoingtosay?HowamIgoingtobreakitdowntothis

womanthatHappyisgone???

Manqoba:Qondisiwe

Me:Manqoba
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Ilookedattheoldwoman..

Me:Gogo

Her:Qondisiwe

Shebalancedonherselfonherwalkingstick

Her:uManqobaubesengichazelekonke(Manqobahadtoldme

everything)

IlookedatManqoba..

Him:NgizweuNdlunkuluekhulumaukuthiuHappybambulele(I

heardtheQueensayingthattheyhavekilledHappy)

Me:Ini?Kanjani?(How)

Him:BamtholelabamubulalabathathauMgexo(Theyfoundher

heretheykilledherandtookthenecklace)

Thiswasnewstome..

Him:uNomasontonguyeIndoniyamanzimanje(Nomasontoisthe

newGuardian)

Ilaughedwhileshakingmyheadthisisunbelievable.Howisthe

Queenbetter?

Happy'sGrandmotherwipedhertearswithherhandkerchief...

Unfortunatelythere'snojusticefromanymurdersthatare
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committedbytheroyalhouseit'stheirlandtheycandoanything

toanyonewithoutbeingheldaccountable..

Gogo:umntwanawamakazenjewahluphaabantubambulaleleni?

(Mychildhasneverstartedanytroublewithanyonewhythey

murderedherIwillneverknow)

Iwalkeduptoherandheldherhand..

Me:NgiyakuthembisaGogoukufakwakaHappyangekekubeyize(I

promiseyouGrandmotherHappy'sdeathwon'tbeinvain)

Sheslowlynodded..

Manqoba:Kwenzakaleniebuswenibakho?(Whathappenedtoyour

face)

Me:Indabaendeleyo(That'salongstory)

Gogo:SesithembewenaQondisiweukuthiusisizelaesgodini

nasenkohlakalweniyakaNdlunkulu(Wearetrustinginyou

QondisiwetohelpusinthisvillageandsaveusfromtheQueen's

cruelty)

Isqueezedherhandabit..

Me:Ngiyathembisa(Ipromise)

__________
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IBANATHI

Mom:Lungisalefttothevillagealready

Me:Hecouldn'twaitforme?

IwasinmyBrother'sofficesittingonhischair...

Her:WereyougonnagotherefortheprojectorforQondisiwe?

Ikeptquiet..

Her:BabyI'veseenyouplayinggirlsyou'veneverbeenserious

aboutrelationships..Whatchanged?BecauseIfeellikethisgirlhas

aholdofyou?

Me:She'sdifferent

Her:Inwhatway?

Me:You'dneverunderstand

Her:Haveyousleptwithheralready?

Me:That'sbetweenmeandher

Shenodded..

Her:Ijustdon'twanttoseeyouhurt

Me:Whatdoyoumean?

Her:I'vespokenwithherlastnightandQondisiweseemstohave
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duties

Sponsored

sheisimportanttoinhervillageandIdon'tthinkshecanhavea

normallife.Herlifeisthevillage

Me:Theyhavebrainwashedherintothinkingthatherlifeisa

villageQondisiwedeservesbetter

Her:Youcan'tfightwithancestors

Me:Fuckancestors!

Her:Hey!Watchyourmouth

(Silence)

Her:LookIbaIwantyoutoconcentrateonwhatyouwantand

I'mnottalkingaboutQondisiwe.Shehasresponsibilitiesandsodo

youyoushouldbefocusingonthefamilybusinesshelpingustake

thecompanytothenextlevel.Qondisiweshouldbethelastthing

onyourmindrightnowdoyouunderstand?Nogoodisgoingto

comeoutofthisrelationship

Inodded..

Me:Ihearyou

Her:Good..There'salotofgirlsoutthere
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Me:Youdon'tlikeherdoyou?

Her:Notsomuch

Me:I'mnotgoingtomarrysomeonethatyoulike

Her:Youcanmarryanyonethatyouwantjustnother..Sheseems

likeshehasalotofproblems

Me:Isee

Her:IhavetomeetupwithsomeoneI'llseeyoulateranddon't

gotothevillage

Me:I'llseeyoulater

Shetookherbagandleft..

____________

QONDISIWE

IwassittingontherockwithManqobahecamebackfrom

accompanyingHappy'sGrandmother..

Him:Ngathiumcabangowakhoukude(Itseemslikeyourmindis

faraway)

Ismiledalittle..

Me:Ngijabulelenjeukubuya(I'mjusthappythatI'mback)
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Him:Velengekewangitshelaukuthiubuyephi?(Youwon'ttellme

whereyouwere)

Me:Cha..(No)

Him:haikeakusenani(It'sallgoodthen)

Iexhaled..

Me:Kumelengibiseleisgodiesimenisaso(Ineedtorestorethe

villagebacktoit'soriginalstate)

Him:Ya..Kuningiokumeleukwenze(There'salotthatyouneedto

do)

WeheardsomeoneclearingtheirthroatweturnedanditwasIba's

Brother..

Him:Sanibonani(Greetings)

Wegreetedhimback..

Manqoba:Ithingiyobhekaukuthikuhambakanjaniebukhosini(Let

megoandcheckhowit'sgoingattheroyalhouse)

Hegotupandputhishandonmyshoulder.

Him:Uzobakahle?(Willyoubeokay)

Inodded..HewalkedawayandIba'sBrothergotontopoftherock

hehadtwobottlesofjuicewithhim..
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Him:Ngingahlala?(CanIsit)

Islowlynodded..Hesatnexttomeandhandedmetheother

juice...

Me:Ngiyabonga(Thankyou)

Istilldon'ttrusthimafterthevisionIhadofhimIdon'tthinkhe

isagoodperson.NowIcan'tseemoreofhisintentionsbecauseI

don'thavemynecklacenoramIstillconnectedwithmy

ancestors..

Him:Kwenzakaleniebusweni?(whathappenedtoyourface)

Me:Akubalulekangalokho(That'snotimportant)

Heopenedhisjuice..

Him:YaziQondisiweminanawekomeleukuthisibeabanganingoba

sobenzasonke(QondisiweyouandIwewillhavetobefriends

becausewegoingtoworktogether)

Me:Kunganiukhetheisgodisethu?(Whydidyouchooseour

village)

Him:IsgodisenusihlefuthiabantueJozibayakhulumangawe(Your

villageisbeautifulpluspeopletalkaboutyoualot)

Me:Kwamampela?(Serious)
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Him:Isisebenzisamiyisoesingitshelengawenesgodisakho(One

ofmyemployeesistheonethattoldmeaboutyouandyour

village)

Iopenedmyjuice..

Him:Angaziukuthibakebakutshelakodwaumsebenziwakho

uyancomeka(Idon'tknowifanyonehasevertoldyoubutwhat

youdoisveryimpressive)

Me:Angibonikanjalo(Idon'tthinkso)

Him:Akusiyibobonkeabantuabangakhonaukwenzalokhu

okwenzayouhlulangishonaboDoctoresinabo(Noteveryonecan

dowhatyoudoyouevenbeatalotofDoctorsthatIknow)

Ilaughed..

Me:Beseudlalangami(Youplayingwithme)

Him:Bangakhiabantuabasukakudebezela?Awucabangiukuthi

ziningiizangomaesinazoeJozi?Kodwaabaningibakhethaukusuka

kudekanjebezela(Don'tyouthinkwehavealotoftraditional

healersinthecitywhywouldmanypeoplefromthecitychooseto

leavethecityandcomehere)

Me:Konkelokhokuphelile(Allthatisovernow)

Him:Ushokanjani?(Whatareyousaying)
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Me:Ngimoshilekakhulu(I'veruinedeverything)

Him:Konkeokumeshelekuyalungiswa(Whateverisbrokencanbe

fixed)

Ishookmyhead..

Him:Angekekulungiswesihlelikanje(Wecan'tfixanythingwhile

wesittinglikethis)

Hegotupandstretchedhishandtome..

Him:Sonkesiyawenzaamaphutha(Weallmakemistakes)

Ilookedathim..

Him:Thekeyistofixwhateveritisthatyoumessedup

Ididn'tsayanything..

Him:Comeon..Wehavealottodo

Istretchedmyhandtohisthenhehelpedmetogetup..

.

Tobecontinued

21
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21

QONDISIWE

Webothlookedatthefieldstheywereamess.Allthefruitsand

vegesweredestroyedtheywerescatteredallover..

Lungi:Singazamasiqalekabusha(Wecantryandstartafresh)

Ichuckledandsatonasmallrock..Helookedatme..

Me:Angekekulungeumaisibusisosamadlozisingekho(Itwon't

workifIdon'tgetanyblessingsfromtheancestors)

Him:Angekeukhoneukukhulumanabo?(Can'tyoutalktothem)

Me:Cha..Umgexowamiawukho(No..Idon'thavemynecklace)

Him:awukwaziukuxhumananabongaphandlekomgexo?(Youcan't

connectwiththemwithoutthenecklace)

Me:BengingakhonakodwaUmgexowamiawukahlekangafuthi

abawutshontshanga(Iwould'vebeenableonlyifmynecklacewas

stolenorifIhadlostit)

Him:UphiUmgexowakho?(Whereisyournecklace)
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Me:Ngawukhiphangokwamibesengawunikaumkhoziwami

ongasekho(Itookitoffandgaveittomylatefriend)

Him:Youseemverycalmforsomeonewholostafriend

Ilookedatthefields..

Him:Awuvaubuhlungungomkhoziwakho?(Aren'tyouhurtabout

yourfriend)

Ishruggedmyshoulders..

Me:Ngiyindoniyamanzinjalomelengihlalengomeleleakumelanga

ngiboniseubuthakathaka(IamaGuardianIalwayshavetobe

strong.Ican'tshowanysignofweakness)

Him:Youareahumanbeingbeforeanything

(Silence)

Him:Umgexowakhoukuphimanje?(Whereisyournecklacenow)

Ilookedathim..

Me:Yaziabantuabaningiabakholelwakumadlozinamasiko(Many

peopledon'tbelieveinancestorsandtradition)

Him:Angisiyewonkeumuntu(I'mnoteveryone)

Hefoldedhisarmsandlookedatme..

Him:ManjeUmgexosiwutholanjani?(Howarewegonnagetback
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yournecklace)

Me:Uyaziukuthiumaumuntuengezangangendlelaentlela

ngizobona?(WhensomeonehasnotcomewithgoodintentionsI

cansee)

Him:I'msureyoucan

Helookedaroundthenburiedhishandsdeepinhispockets..

Him:Ngizelangokusizakphelayikominanawengifunaukuthi

sisebenzisane(Icameherewithgoodintentionsthat'swhyIwant

ustoworktogether)

Igotup..

Me:Sizobona(Wewillsee)

Him:Uyaphi?(Whereareyougoing)

Me:Siyolandaumgexo(Wegoingtofetchmynecklace)

Him:Okayasambe(let'sgo)

__________

IBANATHI

Isawmyselfsittingintheboardroomonsamechairwheremy

BrothersitssinceheisaCEO.Qondisiwewasstandingnextto

thechairthensomehowtwosnakescrawleduptome.Eachsnake
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rolleditselfonmyleg...

IopenedmyeyesIwasstillinLungi'soffice.Ihadpassedout.I

tookmyphoneandcalledhimhehasgonefortoolongnowbut

hisphonetookmestraighttovoicemail.IthencalledSindi...

Sindi:Whatdoyouwant?

Me:Canwemeetup?Iwannatalktoyouaboutsomething

Sindi:Youcan'ttalktomeoverthephone?

Me:No..

Sindi:Finemeetmeattheusualplace

Me:Onmyway

Igotupfromthechairandmademywayout

___________

QONDISIWE

IwenthomewithLungisaalmosteveryoneinthevillagewas

stunnedorshouldIsaytheonesthatsawuscouldn'tevenblink.

Theyturnedwithustheyweregossipingjustdoingwhatrandom

peopleinthevillagedo.

MyMomwasstillsittingoutsideKhabowascleaningtheyardand

herkidswereplaying.WhenKhabosawusshestoppedwhatshe
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wasdoingandlookedatus...

Lungisa:Sanibonaniekhaya(Greetings)

Mymomwastheonlyonewhogreetedhimback..

Me:UmalobeseloyausesiwamiuKhabo(ThisismyMomthen

that'smySisterKhabo)

HesmiledatKhaboandnoddedalittleatherthenhewentcloser

tomyMother..

Him:NgijabulelaukukwaziMa(I'mpleasedtomeetyou)

HishandwasalreadystretchedouttomyMother..

Me:uMaakaboni(Mymomisblind)

Him:Ohhngiyaxolisa(I'msorry)

Ma:Ngokukhulumangiyevaukuthiawusiwalaesgodini(Icantell

byyouraccentthatyounotfromhere)

Him:NgibuyaeGoli(I'mfromthecity)

Ma:Phouzothinila?(Whatareyoudoinghere)

Me:Umndeniwakhewuwoozosisizalaesgodiniuzowakhaizikolo

kunyenamaclinic(Hisfamilyisgoingtohelpushereinour

villagebybuildingschoolsandclinics)

Ma:Ngiyabona(Isee)
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Helookedaround..

Me:Asinazoizitulo(Wedon'thavechairs)

Him:AkunankingangizohlalaecelenikwaMa(That'snota

problemI'llsitnexttoyourMom)

HesatnexttoMyMotherasiflikehispantsweren'texpensive...

Him:uMaukhonanjaniukwenzaimigexoengaboni?(Howdoyou

makenecklaceswhileyoucan'tsee)

MyMomsmiled..

Ma:Sekuyisikhathingingaboni

Sponsored

konkeengikwenzayokwamelengikufunde(I'vebeenblindfora

longtimenowallthatIdoIhadtolearn)

Hetookoneofthenecklaces..

Him:Woow...Chakuhle(It'sbeautiful)

Ma:Lethaisandlasakho(Givemeyourhand)

Hegavemymomhishand..MyMomplacedoneofthebracelets

aroundhiswrist.

Mom:Isongosothando(Alovebracelet)
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Him:Angizwa?(Idon'tunderstand)

Mom:UmaintombiikuqomileikunikaIsongosothandoukuzeezinye

izintombiziboneukuthiusuqonyiwe(Ifagirlagreestobeyour

girlfriendhegivesyouthisbraceletsootherscanseethatyou

haveagirlfriendnow)

Hesmiled..

Him:Kuningiengingakwazi..Ngiyabonga(There'salotthatIdon't

know..Thankyou)

Ma:Khaboawusaphiisihambisethunomaitiye(Khabowhydon't

youmaketeaforourguest)

Khabo:Umuntuonemalikanjeangavumaukuphuzaitiyelethu?

(Someonewhoisrichashimwon'tacceptourtea)

Lungi:Ngingalijabulela(Iwouldlikeit)

KhaboandIlookedateachotherdumbfoundedwhyisLungiso

nice?Imeansomeonelikehimsomeoneofhisstatuswouldn't

evenhaveagreedtocomeherewithme.Letaloneevendrink

anythingfromuspoorpeople..Khabocametomeanddraggedme

tothehouseweleftLungiandmyMomtalkingoutside..

Khabo:Qondisiweubanilo?(Whoisthis)

Me:uLungisauzosisizalakulesigodi(It'sLungisaheisgoingto
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helpushere)

Khabostartedtobreathinandoutthenshelookedathim..

Me:Khabo..

Shelookedatme...

Me:Itiye(Thetea)

Khabo:Yaitiyekonje(Thetea)

Ichuckledwhileshakingmyhead...

Shewalkedouttogoandstartthefire..

Lungi:Ngicelaukukusizaungazeuzilimaze(CanIpleasehelpyou

youmighthurtyourself)

Khabodidn'tsayanything..

IwalkedbackintosearchformybagofbonesIstumbledupon

Ibanathi'swatch.Ilookedatitwhycan'thebesonicelikehis

Brother?Idon'tseeIbacominghereandbeingthispoliteheis

wayfullofhimself.That'sinthepastthoughIbaandIwedone..

__________

IBANATHI

SindishowedupafteranhourorsoIwasevenreadytoleave..
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Me:It'sabouttime

Her:Iwillturnbackandleavephela

Me:Sorry..Please

Ipointedatthechairoppositeme..

Shesatdown..

Her:That'sniceofyousaying"Please"youneversayPlease

Iclearedmythroat..

Her:WhyamIhere?

Me:It's..It'saboutQondisiwe

Her:OkayI'mgoing

Me:Sindiplease

Her:WhatdoyouwantfrommySister?

Me:IloveyourSister

Her:YoulovemySister?Youcapableoflovingsomeoneother

thanyourselfnow?

Me:Yes

Her:IbaareyouforgettingthatyouandIwehaveslepttogether?

Notoncenottwicealotoftimes!
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Me:Itwasjustsex

Her:ButStill...

Sheleanedcloser..

Her:StayawayfrommySisterImeanit!

.

Tobecontinued

22

22

IBANATHI

AfterthemeetingIhadwithSindiIdecidedtogoandseemy

Father'slawyerorshouldIsayourfamilylawyer.I'm28Idon't

understandhowmyMomcanstillcontrolmytrustfundIwas

givenfullrightsofmytrustfundwhenIturned21.ThoughIdidn't

makeanappointmentheagreedtoseemeonlybecauseitwashis

lunchtimeandhewasfree.IfIcameafterthatthenIwouldn't
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havebeenabletoseehim.WhenIwalkedinhestoodupand

wipedhishands..

Him:Iba

Me:Heyman

Hegavemeahandshake...

Him:Alwaysapleasuretoseeyou

Me:Samehere

Hesatdownagain..

Him:IfIhadmorethanenoughtoeatI'dofferyousomething

Isatdown..

Me:Don'tsweatit

Him:Howareyouholdingup?It'sbeenaminute

Me:I'mgood..YouknowI'mtryingtostayoutoftrouble

Him:Iunderstand

(Silence)

Him:SowhatcanIdoforyou?

Me:I'mheretoaskifmyMotherstillhasanyrightstomytrust

fund?
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Him:Notatall..Youanadultnowyouhavefullrightstoyour

trustfund

Me:Thankyou..She'sbeenthreateningmealotlately

Him:That'stheMrsBiyelaIknow

AsweweresittingtherestilltalkingIheardastrangesound.A

rattlingsound..

Him:Areyouokay?

Me:YeahIthinkso

Thesoundcontinued..

Him:SohowisSchool?

Iconcentratedonthesound..

Him:Iba?

Me:I'msorrybutcanyouhearthat?

Him:What?

Me:Therattlingsound?It'slikea..

JustwhenIwasabouttosaythewordIsawit.Isawtherattle

snakenexttohiscabinet.Itwasredwhiteandblackincolour.It

wasn'tthatbigjustyouraveragerattlesnake...
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Me:Ohhshit!!!

Itwasjustincoiledupinthatcornerandmakingnoisewithit's

tailwhilehissingandtakingoutit'stongue..

Him:Whatisit?

Me:Asnake

Hequicklygotup..

Him:What?Where?

Me:Justnexttothecabinet

Him:Idon'tseeanything

Me:It'srightthereman

Him:Idon'tseeit!

Whenheapproachedthecabinetitdisappeared..

Him:Whereisit?

Me:Itwas..Itwasrightthere

Thiswasweird...

____________

QONDISIWE

IhadaplanonhowIwasgoingtogetmynecklacebackIhope
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itworks..WhenIgottothegateoftheroyalhouseIdemanded

tobetakeninsideandtheroyalguardtookmeinside.Hefollowed

mewithaspearpointedatmeonmyback.Whenwegottothe

KingandtheQueen'spresenceIwasforcedwiththespearto

kneeldowninfrontofthem..TheQueenstoodup..

Her:Awamukelelikelawena(Younotwelcomedhere)

Me:Ngiyazi(Iknow)

Her:Ufunani!(Whatdoyouwant)

Me:NgithunyweidlozilethuuNowisa(Iwassentbyourgreat

ancestorNowisa)

Iwaslyingthroughmyteeth..

Her:Ngeke!Awunamgexowena(That'snottrueyounolonger

havethenecklace)

Me:Ndlunkulungiyindoniyamanziukuxhumananabaphantsi

akupheleliswangakuwoumgexokphela(MyQueenIamaguardian

myconnectionwithmyancestorsdoesn'tdependonlyonthe

necklace)

King:myekeakhulume(Letherspeak)

Me:NgiyabongaNkosiyam'(ThankyoumyKing)

IwasgoingtousetheinformationthatManqonatoldme..
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Me:InkosazanauNomasontongiyaziukuthiulimelekantifuthi

angekenjewabangconongobaumphefumulowakheuhleli

nabaphantsi(Iknowthattheprincessissickshewillneverbewell

becausehersouliswiththeancestors)

Theyletmecontinue...

Me:Ndlunkuluubulalilengenxayalokhoungcolileumfulaunegazi.

Uthatheumphefumuloongenacalangakhodppmabaphantsi

bathukuthele(MyQueenyouhavecommittedmurder

Sponsored

insodoingtheriverisnolongerpure.Youtookalifethatwas

innocentsotheancestorsareveryangry)

King:Ukhulumangani?(Whatisshetalkingabout)

Queen:Kubeyiphutha(Itwasamistake)

King:Ubelele?(Youhavekilledsomeone)

Queen:Kubeyiphutha(Itwasamistake)

Me:Umalephuthalingalungiswaulakalwabaphantsiliyothatha

Inkosazanalubuyelubhubhisenyasonkeisgodi(Ifthismistake

doesn'tgetfixedtheywilltaketheprincessandkillthewhole

village)

Queen:Yeeyunamanga!!(Youarelying)
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King:ThulaMakhosazanafuthisukalaphambikwami(Shutup

Makhosazanaasamatteroffactleavemysite)

Queen:Nkos-

King:Ngithephuma(Isaidleave)

Shegavemeanastylookandthenshewalkedout..

King:SilungisakanjaniQondisiwe?(Howdowefixthis)

Me:Kuzomelengitholeumgexowamiukuzengizokhonaukusindisa

impiloyeNkosazana(IwillhavetogetmynecklacebacksothatI

canhealtheprincess)

(Silence)

King:LandaniumgexoentanyenikaNomasonto(gogetthe

braceletfromthePrincess)

OneofthefemaleservantswenttogogetthenecklaceIsmileda

little...

_________

LUNGISA

ForsomeweirdreasonIwashavingfunjustchillingandtalking

withQondisiwe'sfamily.HerMotherisverylovingtheyjusta

lovingfamily.Theydon'thavemuchbuttheylookcontentand
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happywithwhattheyhave..

Me:NgiyabongaMangetiyenedombolo(ThankyouMaforthe

teaanddumpling)

TheymaketheirowndumplingIttastedgood.Haven'teatenthat

thinginalongtime.

Ma:Awukantingelinyeilangauzotholasiphekeokungaphakathi

umabehlinzainkomolaesgodini(Nexttimeyouwillitwithtripe)

Me:Ngingakujabulelalokho(I'dbehappy)

ThiswomanhasbeautifulDaughterswhatamIsayingshe'salso

beautifulthoughQondisiwetakesthecakeshe'sthemostbeautiful

outofthemall.It'slikeGodtookhistimeincreatingherandher

beautifulsmile.

Me:Mangathiindluyonakele(Itlookslikeyourhouseisdamaged)

Ma:KonakunjaloKhabombonise(It'slikethatKhaboshowhim)

Khabogotupshe'sbeenveryshyaroundme..Sheledtheway

andIfollowed..

Lookingatthestatethattheywerelivingintrulydidanumberon

menooneshouldlivelikethis..Khabostoodthereabit

embarrassedasIlookedaround..

Me:Nilalakanjani?(Howdoyousleep)
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Khabo:Siyalalasizathini?(Wesleepwhatcando)

TheroofwasoffalittleIwhistledwhileshakingmyhead..

Her:Ngicelaukuphuma(Excuseme)

Shewalkedout..ClearlyImustdosomethingmaybetomorrowI

canhaveafewpeoplecomeandstartbuildingthemabetter

houseonethatwillwithstandtheharshrains..

__________

IBANATHI

Idon'tknowwhatwashappeningtomefirstthedreamandnow

thesnake?I'dhatetothinkthatI'mlosingmymind.Thefirst

thingIdidwhenIgothomewastopourmyselfadrinkIgulpedit

downinonego.IwasstandingatthekitchenwhenIsawthe

medsthatIboughtforQondisiweShit!!Shedidn'ttakethe

morningafterpillthatIwentintotoomuchtroubleofgetting

sincethepharmacistrefusedtosellittomebecauseapparently

there'saformthatyoufill.Itookitandlookedatitforawhile

thiscanworkinmyfavourIfQondisiwefallspregnantthenI'll

alwaysbeinherlife.Shewillbeforcedtogiveupthatshitlife

andcomedownheretomoveinwithmepermanently.Ithrewthe

medsinthebin..

.
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Tobecontinued

23

23

QONDISIWE

AfterleavingtheroyalhouseIpassedbyatHappy'splaceItwas

asadsituation.Idon'tknowhowherGrandmotherisgoingtoget

throughthisbecausetheQueencangetawaywithanythingand

everythingwewon'tgetanyjusticeforherandwithoutherbody

wecan'thaveaproperburialforher.Iblamemyselfalot

especiallysinceIdon'tknowwhattranspiredthatday.Iknow

HappyhadamouthfordaysbutfortheQueentohaveherkilled

thatwasuncalledfor...

WhenIapproachedhomeIsawKhabosittingoutside.Withallthe
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mosquitoeswehavearoundhereatnightshehasnobusiness

sittingoutside..

Me:Khabo

Iheardhersniffing..

Me:Uyakhala?(Areyoucrying)

Shedidn'tsayanything..

Me:UphiuLungisa?(WhereisLungisa)

Her:Ubuyeleegoli(HewentbacktoJohannesburg)

Me:Okay

Imademywayinside..

Her:Qondisiwe

Iturnedbackandwenttoher..

Sheexhaled..

Her:uLungisabekangenephakathiendlini(Lungisawasinsidethe

hut)

Isatdownnexttoherassheshookherhead

Her:Qondingathibekangenalakuhlalakhonaizingulube(It'slike

hewasinapigsty)
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Me:Utheni?Ugxekile(Whatdidhesay?Didhesayanythingbad)

Her:Akashongonexuthenjeksasauzozanabantubazosolungisela

(Hedidn'tsayanythinghejustsaidthattomorrowhewillcome

withpeoplewhowillfixthehutforus)

Me:Izindabaezintlelezomoss(That'sgoodnewsthough)

Her:KubeubonileQondibekungathingingavelengifemakangena

akazenjengezwauhlazoolungaka(Youshould'veseenwhenhe

enteredIfeltlikedying.Iwassoashamed)

Me:Awukazewakhathalaukuthiabantubacabanganingathi(You

havenevercaredwhatpeoplethoughtaboutus)

Shekeptquiet..

Me:ImaKhabousumuncwasileuLunginjalo(WaitaminuteKhabo

youlikehimalready)

Her:Qondiuphuzeitiyelethuudleidombololethu.Uphuze

ngenkomishiendalaazangeanyanyenokunyanya(Hedrankour

teaandateourdumblingwitholdrustymughedidn'tevenfeel

disgusted)

Me:Ungimangazilenami(Heshockedmetoo)

Her:Kodwakebhekaukuthiunjaniubhekethinasinjanisozenje

kulungesihlukekakhulu(Lookathowheisandthenlookatus.It
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willneverworkwearewaytoodifferent)

Me:Ngiyakuzwa(Ihearyou)

Iputmyarmaroundhershoulders..

Me:Khabo

Shelookedatme..

Me:Askies

Her:Ngani?

Me:Ngiyaziukuthikwameleukhuleumncaneukuzeunakekelemina

noSindi(Iknowthatyouhadtogrowupataveryyoungageto

careformeandSindi)

Her:AkusenanimntakaMa(It'sokay)

(Silence)

Me:NgathingiyakubonawenanoLungiNkosiyami..AweeMa(I

canalreadyimagineyouandLungi)

Shehitmealittlewhilesmiling..

Her:NgizokshayaQondi(I'llhityou)

Webothlaughed..

__________
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LUNGISA

WhenIgottomyhousemymomwastherecookingIevenforgot

thatIgaveherakeytomyhouse..

Ma:Lungimyson

Me:Ma

Her:You'vebeengoneforaverylongtime

Me:YaIknow

Sheclosedthepot..

Her:Howdiditgo?

Me:There'sprogress

Her:That'sgood..UQondisiwe?

Me:She'sonboard

Shesmiled..

Her:Kuhlelokho(That'sgood)

Me:Ma

Her:Yes?

Me:I'mtakingafewweeksofffromwork

Her:Ngoba?(Why)
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Me:Ineedtospendmoretimeatthevillage

Her:Youcan'tdothatyouaCEO

Me:IhardlytakeleaveMa

Shekeptquiet..

Me:WehaveoneshotatthisandIwannadoitproperly.Ifwe

losethislandwearedone

Shenodded..

Her:Ihearyou..Iguessthecompanycansurvivewithoutyoufor

awhile

Me:Thankyou

Her:What'sthatonyourwrist?

Me:Ohwit'sagiftfromthevillagetheyhappywiththeproject

Her:Isee(Smiling)

Me:TomorrowI'mtakingafewMenwegonnastartworkingon

thefields

Ma:That'sgoodgaintheirtrustandwhenthetimeisrightwe

taketheland

IthoughtforawhileaboutthetimeIspentwithKhaboandher

mom.Theyamazingpeopletheymademefeelwelcome.Khabois
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averybeautifulwomanshe'sdarkandhasaverybeautifulthick

body.That'stheirlandthat'stheirhome.That'salltheyknowand

takingitfromthemwillbebrutal..

Ma:Lungi

Inodded..

Me:Whentheyleastexpectwegoingtostrike

Shesmiled..

Her:Awuzweke(Thereyougo)

Me:Letmegoandshowersothatwecaneatdinner

Her:OkayBaby

Imademywayupstairs..

___________

QONDISIWE

TonightIsleptpeacefullyknowingthatmynecklaceisbackand

tomorrowmorningI'llgototheriverandpleadwiththeancestors.

AfteralotofthinkingIeventuallyfellasleeponlytohavea

disturbingdream.Ifoundmyselfattheriveranincensewas

burningandIhadscatteredthebones.IsaidtheNgwaneclan

namesIneededthemtogivemeanotherchance...Ithenheard
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someonecallingmyname

Sponsored

Ineededthemtogivemeanotherchance...Ithenheardsomeone

callingmynameIraisedmyheadupandthereinthemiddleof

theredrivershestood.QueenNowisa.IrubbedmyeyesI've

heardthatshe'sonlyseenbythedead.Mymotherwastheonly

onewhohaseverseenherandshewentblind.What'shappening?

NowthatI'mseeingherisshegonnatakeme?

Shemadehertomeindeedshelookedlikeme.ItwaslikeIwas

lookingattheolderme

Igotupandwecamefacetofacewitheachother..Ibowed..

Me:Ndlunkulu(Queen)

Her:NguweIndoniyamanziyokuqalaukuthiingibone(Youthevery

firstguardiantoseeme)

Ididn'tknowifIshouldfeelhonouredorifIshouldbescared..

Shelookedaround..

Her:Kwabayimiisihlabelosokuqalasalaesgodini(Iamthevery

firstsacrificeofthisvillage)

Inodded..

Her:Ngayenzaokukhululakulesgodi(Ididalotforthisvillage)
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Shewalkedaroundme..

Her:Angekengivumeleomunyeumuntuashabalalisekonkeokwami

(Iwon'tletanyonedestroywhat'smine)

Me:NgiyaxolisaNdlunkulu(I'msorry)

Her:NgikunikaithubalokugcinaUmanjeungangidumaza(I'mgiving

youalastchanceifyoudisappointmeagain)

Me:Uzongibulala(youwilkillme)

Shegavemeasidesmile..

Her:AkuyobaLulalokho(Thatwouldbetooeasy)

Ilookedather..

Her:NguweokumeleusizaleleIndoniyamanzi(Youtheonewho

hastogiveusanotherguardian)

Me:Huh?

Her:ZibhekeQondisiweNguwekphelaozozalainganeentle(You

theonlyonewhowillgiveusabeautifulbaby)

Me:Uzobanenganengesikhathiesifanelefuthinomuntuozokhethwa

yimiumuntuonegazilakwaNgwane(Youwillhaveachildatthe

righttimewithapersonwhohastheNgwaneblood)

Me:Nowisa



259

Her:AngekewabanenganekwaBiyelaangekesazalisananabantu

abangaphandle(Youwon'thaveachildwithaBiyelawewon't

shareabloodlinewithcommoners)

Me:Nowisa

Her:Izithazethuezifunaukuthathaumhlabawethu(Ourenemies

thatwannastealourland)

Me:Ngekebakwenzelokhoawubazi(Theywon'tdothatyoudon't

knowthem)

Her:Qondisiweangekewalalanesithasethu(Youwon'tsleepwith

ourenemy)

SheputherhandonmywombthenIstartedfeelingexcruciating

pains.AfterafewsecondsIstartedbleeding..

Her:Lokhukuncanekukhulukabiengingakwenzaukukuzwisa

ubuhlunguUmaunganilaleli(Thisisnothingthere'smoreIcando

toyouthatcancauseyoualotofpain)

Thepainsgotmoreintenseandsowasthebleeding..

Her:Futhibekuwungumfana(Plusitwasaboy)

...

ItwasatthattimewhenIwokeupIwaswokenupbypainful

cramps.Ihavehadcrampsbeforeonmyperiodsbutthesecramps
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wereintense..

Khabo:Qondiyini?(What'swrong)

Me:Ngizwaubuhlungu(I'minpain)

IloweredmyhandandIwasbleeding..

Khabo:Uyahlambuluka(Youareonyourperiods)

Thiswasanythingbutmyperiods..

Khabo:Ngizolandaamaqembe(I'llgogettheleaves)

Weusesomespecialleavesthatcantreatanypainweusually

havetoboiltheleavesbutsinceitwaslateIwouldhavetochew

them.Iglanceddownandmypendentwascrystalclearagainthe

waterwaspurifiedoncemore..

____________

IBANATHI

IhardlysleptlastnightIkeptondreamingabouttheredblack

andwhiterattlesnake.

JustwhenIwasabouttofallasleepIheardsomeoneringingmy

doorbell.Ilookedatthetimeanditwas5amwhocouldthatbe?

NomatterhowmuchIignoredthebellbutthepersonwasn't

givingup.Iendedupgoingdownstairstoseewhoitwasandit
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wasmyMother..

Me:Whatisitsoearly?

Her:BathandgetdressedyouwillbeanactingCEOundermy

watchforafewweeks

Me:What?

Her:LungiisworkingontheZikhalivillageprojecthewon'tbe

aroundthatmuch

Me:Iwasworkingonthatproject

Her:WellnowyourBrotherisworkingonitit'saveryimportant

project.Onethatcanmakeorbreakusand..

Shelookedatme..

Her:Youwilldefinitelybreakus

Me:AreyoudoingthistokeepmeawayfromQondisiwe?

Her:EnoughaboutthatgirlIbacomeongoandbathsowecan

goMrActingCEO

.

Tobecontinued
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24

24

LUNGISA

Iwasatthevillageabitlate.Ihadtogetcontractorsfirstand

somematerialssothatIcouldbuildthemaconcretehouse.Maybe

akitchen2bedroomsloungeandabathroom.Idon'tknowhow

thebathroomisgoingtoworkbecausetheydon'thaverunning

waterbuttheycantransportwaterandpourinthebathtubto

bath.Ijustwantthemtoknowthefeelingofhavingabathroom

maybelateronIcanputabigJojotanksotheydon'tstruggle

muchwithwater.Thefirstthingthatthecontractorsdidwastofix

theirhutjustsotheycanhaveatemporaryplacetostay.Iam

changingthegrassrooftoamoresecureoneandmaybeget

thembedsandotherthings.Khabo'sMotherwasbeyondtheword

"Grateful"itwould'vebeenniceifshecouldbeabletoseeher

house.IstoodthereasIwatchedthecontractorsbeingatwork
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Khabowasbusyhelpingabitbycleaning.It'sfunnybecause

there'sgonnabemoremessshestartedcleaningearly.Shewas

wearingareallyshortskirtwithatop.Itriedsohardnotto

concentrateonherreallybeautifulthickthighsandnicelegs..She

istrulybeautifulIwon'tfrontnotforgettingherbeautifulsmile.

I'mevenamazedshehas2kids..Iwalkeduptoher..

Me:Hey

Sheturnedandlookedatmethenshelookeddown..

Me:BengisajikaeJozikhonaokushodayoekumelengikuthenge

bengicabangaukuthikungabakuhleukuthiuhambenami(I'mgoing

totownthere'ssomethingsthatIneedtobuy.Ithoughtyou

wouldliketocomewithme)

Shealmostdroppedthebucketshewasholding..

Her:Angaziangifuniukubawuhlupho(Idon'tknowIdon'twanna

bebothersome)

Me:PleaseIinsist..Nawekumeleushayweumoya(Youhaveto

getfreshair)

Shesmiled..

Her:OkayngizacelauMaagadeabantwana(ThankyouI'llaskmy

Mothertolookafterthekids)
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Ilookedatherasshewalkedbackinsidethehut..

___________

QONDISIWE

TheriverwasclearandpureagainIwassittingatmyusualspot

withtearsstreamingdown.BothforHappyandthedreamthatI

hadlastnight.IputmyhandonmywombIwasmeanttobe

pregnantwithaboyandNowisatookthatawayfromme.Not

onlythat

Sponsored

butshe'sruiningmylife.HowwillIhaveababywithsomeone

thatIdon'tknow?someonethatIdon'tlove?Iheardsomeone

callingoutmynamebehindmeIturnedanditwastheKing.I

wipedmytearsandgotupImademywaytohim.That'safirst

whatistheKingdoinghere?Henevercomehere..

Me:Nkosiyami(MyKing)

Him:Qondisiwe

HegotclosertotheRiver..

Him:Bengifunanjeukubonaukuthikonkelokhukuhambakahle?(I

justwantedtocheckifeverythingwasbacktonormal)

Me:Konkesekuhambakahle(Everythingisgoingwell)
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Him:Ngiyabonga(Thankyou)

Me:Inkosazanangizoyisiza(Iwillhealtheprincess)

Him:Ngiyazi(Iknow)

Heturnedandlookedatme..

Him:Bayaphilaekhaya?UnjaniuMa?(Iseveryonewellathome

howisyourMom)

Me:BayaphilauMauyaphilanaye(TheyarewellMomisalsowell)

Him:Uyancomekaumsebenziowenzayolaesgodini(Theworkthat

youdohereisveryimpressive)

Me:Ngiyabonga(Thankyou)

Heputhishandonmyshoulderandwalkedawaythisisstrange..

__________

IBANATHI

Oneofourclientscametoseeuswithacomplaint.Apparently

thelastbatchwesenthimwasn'tgoodatall.Hewasscreaming

anddidn'twantustoreasonwithhimatall.

Mom:MrAbramsweunderstandyourfrustration

Him:Irunasupermarketthat'ssupposedtohavefreshfruitsand

vegetablesatalltimes



266

Mom:IunderstandandItrulyapologize

Shelookedatme..

Him:IwantafullrefundandI'mendingmycontractwithyou!!

Hegotupandstormedoutoftheoffice..

Mom:Ibanathi!!

Ilookedather...

Her:Couldn'tyousaysomething?Anything?

Me:WhatwasIsupposedtosay?Themanhasarightto

complain

Her:Areyoutryingtosabotageusonpurpose?Areyoudoingthis

onpurpose?

Me:Ishouldbeatthevillageandhandlingtheprojectthatis

goingtosavethisfamilybusiness!!!

Her:Thisisnotajoke!!!!!!!

Shewalkeduptome..

Her:Foronceinyourlifestoppedbeinguselessandactuallydo

somethingconstructive!I'msureyourfatheristurninginhisgrave!!

Youareashameandanembarrassmenttoourfamily!..Growup!!

Sheclickedhertongueandwalkedout..
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____________

QONDISIWE

Manqobacametoseeme...

Him:Ngibongakonkeukuthisekuhambakahlemanje(I'mthankful

thateverythingisgoingwellnow)

Mymindwasfaraway..

Him:Qondi

Ilookedathim..

Me:Ngingabuza?(CanIask)

Him:Buza(Ask)

Me:UcabangaukuthiidlozilethuuNowisalinentliziyoentle?(Do

youthinkourancestorhasagoodheart)

Him:Angizwa?(Idon'tunderstand)

Me:uNowisaUkhohlakeleManqoba(Nowisaisevil)

Him:Ngoba?(Why)

Ishookmyhead..

Me:kukhonanjeokungekhokahlengaye(There'ssomethingnot

rightwithher)
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Him:Wenzeni?(Whathasshedone)

Me:Yonkenjelentoyendoniyamanziukukhohlakala(ThisGuardian

thingisevil)

Him:Ngiyakuzwa(Ihearyou)

(Silence)

Him:Qondi

Ilookedathim..

Him:Kunganiungafuniumlandowalendawo(Whydon'tyou

researchaboutthisvillage)

Me:Qhubeka(Goon)

Him:Abantuababehlalalangaphambikokufikainkosiyokuqala

nabantubayo(Peoplewhousedtooccupythislandbeforethe

Kingcameherewithhispeople)

Ithoughtaboutitforawhile..

Me:Mhlambengingatholaukuthilentoyendoniyamanziisukelaphi(I

canfindouthowthisIndoniyamanzithingstarted)

Him:yenzanjalo(Dothat)

Thiswasn'tactuallyabadideaifIcanfindoutaboutthefirst

peoplewhooccupiedthisplacetheycanmakethisIndoniyamanzi
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thingmorecleartome..

____________

KHABONINA

IworkintheCityyesbutIdon'tgettoexploretheplaceother

thanjustsittinginoneplaceandselling.Whenwedonewegetin

thetruckandheadbacktothevillage.Toactuallybeherewith

Lungisaandseethecityforwhatitisitwasreallyabeautiful

experienceandhiscarwasverycomfortable

WestartedoffatCashbuildhepaidforafewthingsthatare

supposedtobetransportedbacktothevillage.Whenwewere

donewiththathesaidthatweshouldgoandgetsomethingto

eat.Thisfeltlikeadreamhonestlywegoingtohaveahousenow.

Ahousethatisgoingtobesafeformeandmyfamily..Wewent

tosomerestaurantifsomeonetoldmebeforethattodayI'dbe

eatingatarestaurantwithahandsomerichmansittingacrossme

Iwasn'tgoingtobelieveit..Oneofthewaiterscametogiveus

themenustheembarrassingmomentstarted.Iamnoteducatedat

all.IlookedatthemenuwithoutsayinganythingIdidn'twanna

showLungisathatIdidn'tknowwhatwasgoingon...

Him:uRight?

Inoddedandputthemenudown..Helookedatme..Isighed..
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Me:Lendawoakusiyindawoyabantuabafananami(Thisisnota

placeforpeoplelikeme)

Heputhismenudown..

Him:Khabo..

Me:Angikazenjengahlalaendawenienje

Hestretchedhishandtoholdmine..

Him:Heydon'tsellyourselfshort..I'llmakesurethatfromhereon

youdon'tbecomeastrangertosuchplaces

Ididn'tunderstandwhathesaidbutI'mprettysureitwas

somethinggoodjudgingfromhissmile.Thewaitercameback

again.

Waiter:Areyouguysreadytoorder?

Lungi:We'llhavetoday'sspecialplease

Waiter:Somethingtodrink?

Lungi:I'llhaveaglassofbeerandtheladywillhaveacocktail

Waiter:I'llgoandgetthedrinksfirst

Lungi:Thankyou

ThisisonemomentthatI'llcherishforaverylongtime..
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Tobecontinued

25

25

LUNGISA

[AMONTHLATER]

Thingswerereallylookingupourfruits&Vegesweregrowing

peacefullyattheZikhalivillage.Bynextmonthweshouldstart

supplyingourclients.It'samazinghowthingsworkthereIthought

thatmaybeitwasgoingtotakeforeverbutthingsareworking

prettygoodQondisiweisreallygood.KhaboandIdecidedtogive

itagowehavesincebeentakingthingsslowandI'mreally

comfortablebeingwithher.It'snoliethatafterabadrelationship

youcanpossiblygetanewone.Agoodoneforthatmatter...

She'sanamazingwomanfullofrespectsupportivehumbleand

shelovesme.UnlikeNoksshewasanightmare.Spendingso
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muchtimewithKhabohasmademetoforgetaboutNoksitalso

mademetoloveherlessifIeverdid"love"her.Ikepttothe

endofmyparttheirhouseisfinishednowweworkingonother

projectsatthevillage.

Iwentthroughalotoftroublecalledinafewfavourssothatthey

canhavenetworkcoveragethereIcan'talwaysbetheresoat

timesweneedtotalkthroughthephone.

SloaneusheredmyFatherinlawintomyofficehedidn'tlookvery

happy..

Me:ThankyouSlo

Slo:Anythingtodrink?

Me:NowegoodIhavewhiskey

Heslightlybowedbeforewalkingoutandclosingthedoorbehind

him..MyFatherinlawsatdown..

Me:Ididn'trealizethatwehadameetingtoday

Helookedatmeforafewsecondswithoutsayinganything..

Him:WhenwasthelasttimeyouwenttovisitmyDaughter?Your

fiancé?

Me:Ihaven'tIhavebeenverybusy
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Him:Foroveramonth?Youtellingmethatyoucan'teventake

onedayofftogoandseeher?

Me:TheZikhalivillageprojectisveryimportantan-

Him:Don'tgivemethatshit!!!

Heleanedoverabit..

Him:IfyouareplayingmyDaughterandonlysenthertheretoget

ridofheryouhaveanotherthingcoming.Thiscompanywasat

thevergeofdyingandgoingbankruptifitwasn'tforme..Ifit

wasn'tformeyouandyourmotherwouldbedone!!

ClearlywhateverI'mgoingtosaytohimwon'tmakeany

differenceatthispoint..

Him:I'mwatchingyouandbecarefulwhoyougotowarwith!

HegotupandleftIlaidbackonmychairandsighed..

___________

QONDISIWE

ManqobaandIwehavebecomeverygoodfriends.Wenotdating

wenotdoinganythingshady.Wejustgoodfriends.Idon'twanna

stringhimalongwhenIclearlydon'thavefeelingsforhimit

wouldn'tbefair.WiththiswholeIndoniYamanzithinghanging

overmyheadIdon'twanttobewithanyonerightnow..
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Me:Manje?

Heshookhishead..

Him:uNdlunkuluakakhuluminex(TheQueenisnotsayinganything)

Thatwasdisappointing.IamtryingtogetmylifebackI'mtrying

tobefreeoratleastfindabalancebetweenwhoIamandwhatI

wanttobe.Nextyearthey'llbedonebuildingtheprimaryand

secondaryschoolsIwannagotoschoolandpossiblyfurthermy

studiesatatertiarylevel.SindiandIhadalengthytalkandshe

toldmeaboutcollegesanduniversitiesatthecity.Lungisabecame

amanofhiswordtheclinicwasthemostneedsoalthoughthey

notdonebutit'soperating.Helldareweevengetsanitarypads

thereaprivilegethatweweren'tgiveneversinceI'vebeeninthis

village.KhaboisevenworkingthereshecleansthereandIseeshe

istakenbytheNurses.I'veheardherhintingthatshewouldlike

tobecomeone.

ImustsaythatI'mhappywiththewesternwayofhelpingpeople

it'saburdenliftedoffmyshoulders.NowIhavelessworkonmy

shoulders

Sponsored

buttheQueenisnotentirelyhappywiththiswholeclinicsituation.

Shesaysthatwelosingourwayourrootstowesternmedicine.
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Thoughwestillhaveconsultationsfrompeopleoutsideourvillage

Manqoba:Ungalahliithembasizowutholaumlandowalesgodi(don't

losehopewewillgetthehistoryofthisvillage)

Heputhishandaroundmyshoulders..

Me:Ngifunaimpiloengcono(Iwantabetterlife)

Manqoba:Ngiyazi(Iknow)

Mypendantstartedglowingthat'sstrange.Maqonbaisnotvile

andhedoesn'thaveanybadintentions.Wethenheardavoice

behindus..

Voice:Wellisn'tthisjustcosy?

WebothturnedanditwasIbaIhaven'tseenhimeversincethe

Johannesburgthing.Manqobaremovedhishandfrommy

shoulders..

Manqoba:Ngizobuyangikubone(I'llseeyoulater)

Me:Okay

HegotupandwalkedtoIba...

Maqonba:Iba

Iba:Villageboy

Manqobasmiledalittleandwalkedaway..
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IshookmyheadIbacanbeanjerk.IgotupandwentIhim..

Me:Ufunanila?(Whatareyoudoinghere)

Him:Wehaveacontractwiththevillageremember?

Ifoldedmyarmsandlookedathimhelookedstrange.Likehe

hasn'tbeengettingagoodnightsleep..

Him:Wenzani?(Whatareyoudoing)

Me:Lokhuengihlalangikwenzaukubayindoniyamanzi(IdowhatI

alwaysdobeingaGuardian)

Him:Nobufebephezulu?(Andbeingabitch)

Irolledmyeyes..

Me:Angekengamelaukuthukwawuwe(Iwon'ttoleratebeing

insultedbyyou)

Heputhishandsinhispockets..

Him:SohaveyoulethimtouchuponyoulikethatQondi?(Have

yousleptwithhim)

Me:UhambekahleIba(GowellIba)

Iwalkedawayandhegrabbedmyarm..

Him:Ngisakhuluma!(I'mstilltalking)
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Me:Uyang'limazaIba(Youhurtingme)

Heletgoofmyarmandrubbedhiseyes..

Me:Ulalakahlekodwa?(Areyousleepingwell)

Him:Uyakhathala?(Doyoucare)

Iturnedaroundandwalkedtotherock..

Him:AngilalikahleQondi(I'mnotsleepingwell)

Istoppedandturned..

Him:Khonaiphuphoelingihluphayo?(There'sadreamthat's

hauntingme)

Iwalkeduptohim..

Me:Lethaisandlasakho(Givemeyourhand)

Hegavemehishand.IhelditandIimmediatelygotavisionfrom

it.Isawaredblackandwhitesnake..

Me:Iphupholenyoka(Adreamaboutasnake)

Hegothishandfrommygrip..

Him:Ngamanyeamalangangiyayibonaibonwayimingedwa..Maybe

I'mlosingmymind(attimesIseeitI'mtheonlyonewhoseesit)

Me:Amadloziwakiniazamaukukhulumanawe(Yourancestorsare
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tryingtocommunicatewithyou)

Hechuckled..

Me:Ayizangaukuzokulimazaizokuvikela(It'snotgoingtohurtyou

it'sprotectingyou)

Hesighedandwalkedovertotherockhegotontopofitand

stoodthere..

______________________________

MAKHOSAZANA(THEQUEEN)

IfoundmyselfattheIndoniYamanziRiverjuststandingatthe

edgeofthewaterandlookingatit.Idon'tcomehereveryoften.

InthemiddleofthewaterQueenNowisaappeared.Irecognizeher

fromthepicturewehaveatthehouseofher.Shemadeherway

tomeandIsteppedback..

Her:Ungathukingekengakulimaza(Don'tbescaredIwon'thurt

you)

Me:Ndlunkulu(MyQueen)

Her:Ndlunkulu(MyQueen)

Thiswasunbelievableandshewasverybeautiful.Shelookedlike

Qondisiwe..
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Her:Ngiyaziukuthiawuphathwangakahle(Iknowyounotbeing

treatedwell)

Ikeptquiet...

Her:Ngiyabonaukuthiintliziyoyakhoilakulesgodi(Icanseethat

yourheartishereinthisvillage)

Me:InganiungenzangaindondakaziyamiIndoniyinganiusenze

intlekisawakhethanjeumuntuongabalulekanga.Ongenaloigazi

lakwaNgwane(Whydidn'tyoumakemyDaughteraGuardianwhy

didyoumakeusajokeherebychoosingacommonertobea

Guardian)

Shesmiledalittle..

Her:NgizokubonisakonkengikuboniselonkeiqinisoUmawena

ungavumaukusebenzisananami(IwillrevealeverythingtoyouI

willshowyouthewholetruthonlyifyouagreetoworkwithme)

Me:Njani?(How)

Her:IsgodisamilesiendeengakengivumeleuQondisiweabhubhise

konkeengakusebenzela(ThisismyvillageIwon'tallowQondisiwe

toruinit)

Istillkeptquiet..

Her:Umauvuma..NgizoyenzaindondakaziyakhoIndoni(Ifyou
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agree..Iwillmakeyourdaughteraguardian)

Me:Ngenzeini?(Dowhat)

Her:UngincediseukushabalalisauQondisiwenomndeniwakhe

kunyeneNkosi..Besewenauyobaumfaziwokuqalaukubusala

kulesgodi(HelpmedestroyQondisiweandherfamilyandtheking

thenyou'llbethefirstwomantorule)

Me:KodwaiNkosiyisizukulwanasakho(Thekingisyour

descendant)

Me:UncedisananezithaukubulalaIsgodisami.Yentoyomthola

mpilonoshintsholakulesgodikubulalaisikolethu(Heisworking

withourenemiestokillthisvillagetheclinicischangingeverything

andit'sdestroyingourtraditions)

Me:Kodwa(But)

Her:Umangingakubonisaukuthiwenzeniuzovumaukukwenza

konkelokhuengicelayo(IfIcanshowyouwhathehasdoneyou

willdoeverythingIask)

Shelookedatmyhand...

Her:Lethaisandlasakho(givemeyourhand)

Igavehermyhand..

Her:Awusiyenaumaqondanawakhe(Youarenothisheart)
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.

Tobecontinued

26

26

LUNGISA

OnmylunchbreakIdrovedowntotherehabilitationcentertosee

howNoksisdoingitwasbeforevisitinghoursbutsinceI

explainedtothestaffthatIcan'tmakethevisitinghoursbecause

ofworktheyallowedmetoseeher.Thisplacewasbeautifuland

it'sprobablyexpensivebecauseit'sprivateandnotfundedbythe

government.Nokssatacrossmewithherarmsfolded..

Me:Hi

Shedidn'trespond..

Me:Howareyou?
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Thingswereveryawkwarditwaslikewewerestrangers..

Her:Whoisshe?

Me:Sorry?

Her:Thewomanyoumessingwithwhoisshe?

Me:Noksdon'tdothis

Her:Don'tstartwithyouputmeherebecauseyouwantedtohelp

meyouputmeherebecauseyouwantedtogetridofme

Me:Youdidneedhelp

Her:Ohhplease

Me:Youwereanalcoholicandyouneededhelpdoyouknowhow

harditwasbeingwithyou?Doyouknowhowyoumademefeel

asaman?You'veneverrespectedme!

Her:IadmitmaybeIhadlittleangerissues

Me:Little?Youwereatickingbomb

Her:IamhereandI'mgettinghelpIexpectedmyfiancétobe

supportive!I'mheretryingtosaveourrelationshipI'mtryingto

changeforyou

Me:Youneedtochangeforyourselfnotforme

Shelaidback..
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Her:Sothereissomeone?

Ididn'tanswerthat..

Her:Doyouloveher?

Ilookedather..

Me:YesIdo

Sheswallowed..

Her:Howlonghasitbeengoingon?

Me:Overamonthnow

Shenodded..

Her:MyDadisgoingtokillyou!

Me:YouseewhyIdon'twannabewithyouanymore?Youa

horriblepersonandnomanwilleverwannagetwithyou

Her:Leave

Istoodupandshookmyhead...

_________

BAWINILE

Icouldfeelthatsomeonewasstandingatmyfeetbeingblindfor

averylongtimehastaughtmetorelyonmysensesandintuition.
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Me:Ungubani?(Whoareyou)

Thepersondidn'tsayanything..

Me:NgitheUngubani?(Isaidwhoareyou)

Voice:YimiWinnie(It'sme)

Irecognizethevoiceit'stheKing.Ihaven'tseenhiminavery

longtime.Myheartstartedbeatingfast..

Him:Angizangaukuzokuhlupha(I'mnotheretobotheryou)

IputthebraceletthatIwasworkingondown

Him:Ngingahlala?(MayIsit)

Inoddedslowly.HesatdownIamverysurehesatnexttome..

Him:Kuhlelokhu(Thisisbeautiful)

Himbeingheremademeveryuneasy..

Me:Ubekwayinila?(Whatareyoudoinghere)

Him:NgiyengayobonauQondisiwe(IwenttoseeQondisiwe)

Me:Wenzeni?

Him:Khululekaangimtshelangalutho(Don'tworryItoldher

nothing)

Whatdoyousaytosomeonewhoonceruinedyourlife?Someone
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whoviolatedyouandbecauseofhispowerthathadtoswept

underthecarpet.Ittookmeaverylongtimetobeatpeacewith

thathewasmycousin.Myowncousinviolatedme..

Him:Uzomtshelaniniiqiniso?(Whenareyougoingtotellherthe

truth)

Me:uQondisiweangekealaziiqiniso(shewillneverknowthetruth)

Him:Isikhathimanjesokuthialaziiqiniso(It'stimenowthatshe

knowsthetruth)

Me:Impiloyenganeyamiimoshekesekwaneleangifuniukuthi

ahlangahlanganengalento(MyDaughter'slifehasbeendestroyedI

don'twantthistoconfusehermore)

Him:Ngiyezwa

Sponsored

Idon'twantthistoconfusehermore)

Him:Ngiyezwangiyaxolisa(IknowI'msorry)

(Silence)

Hechuckled..

Me:Yini?(What)

Him:Kodwangathiawugugi?(Itseemslikeyounotaging)
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Me:Ungadlalingaminezinganeezithathu(Don'tplaywithmeI

have3daughters)

Him:UyakhumbulauKhaboemncaneathandaukutshontshaama

Banana?(RememberwhenKhabowasyoungandusetosteal

Bananas)

Me:Angazinokuthibekangenakanjaniebukhosinizonkeizisebenzi

zingamuboni(Idon'tknowhowsheusedtosneakintotheroyal

housewithouttheguardsseeingher)

Webothlaughed..

Me:WayengangauKhabo(Khabowasnaughty)

Him:Wayengangakakhulu(ShewasveryNaughty)

____________

QONDISIWE

IbabeingheremademerealizethatIwasnotoverhimIwishhe

didn'tcome..

Iba:Isgodisenusibasihlekakhulu(Yourvillageismorebeautiful)

Me:uLungisausincedile(Lungisahelpedalot)

Hesqueezedmycheek..

Him:iCompanyyasekhayaincedile(myfamily'scompanyhelped)
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Me:ekininisizile(Yourfamilyhelped)

Heheldmyhand..

Him:Okaysizoyenzangendlelayakho(We'lldoityourway)

Ilookedathim..

Him:Iwillrespectthislifethatyouhavehereuntilyouagreeto

gotoJohannesburgwithme.Ngiyak'thandaQondisiweangekenje

ngimanengikhohlwenguwe(IloveyouQondisiweIwon'tjust

forgetaboutyou)

Surprisinglythependantdidn'tglowIcouldn'treadhimanymore..

Me:Iba..

Him:Wehavetotrysizoyiyenzangendlelayakhoyonkelento(We

willdoeverythingyourway)

Iexhaled..

Me:Ukubanaminjeukuzifakaekhulukuthu(Beingwithmeislike

beinginprison)

Him:Sizoyitholaindlela(Wewillfindaway)

IgavehimaweaksmileIwasn'tfeelinggoodaboutthisandI

don'twannawastehistime.ForaslongasIamIndoniyamanziI

willneverhaveanormalrelationship..
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_____________________________

MAKHOSAZANA(THEQUEEN)

Nowisashowedmeeverythingmyownhusbandwassleepingwith

thatgoodfornothingwoman!QondisiweishisDaughternowIsee

whysheis"IndoniYamanzi"

IwasstandingbythewindowandstarringoutIwasboiling

insteadofbeinghurt.Iwon'tallowacommonertotakemylife

myhusbandisverymuchinlovewithher..

Voice:Ndlunkulu(MyQueen)

Me:Khuluma(Talk)

Itwasoneoftheroyalguards..

Him:InkosiikwaLanga(ThekingiswithBawinile)

Mybreathingstartedtobeunstable..

Me:Ngiyabonga(Thankyou)

Iturnedaroundandlookedathim..

Me:Ukhulumilenabanye?(Didyoutalkwiththeothers)

Him:YeboNdlunkulu(YesmyQueen)

Me:Makwenzakalenjalonamuhlaebusuku(Itshouldhappen

tonight)
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Henodded..

Him:YeboNdlunkulu(YesmyQueen)

Me:Usungahamba(Youaredismissed)

Hebowedalittleandthenwalkedout..

.

Tobecontinued

27

27

MAKHOSAZANA(THEQUEEN)

WewerehavingdinnerandIwaslookingatmyhusbandthisman

sittingacrossthetableisinlovewithanotherwoman.Theworse

partofitallisthatit'sacommonerhowcouldhebetraymelike
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this?Howcouldheembarrassmelikethis?Ifthissorryassofan

affairgetsoutI'llbealaughingstockofthisvillage.Imaginethe

mightyQueenbeingcheatedon??Howdisgusting!!

Him:Nomasontounjani?(howareyou)

Noma:KubangconoBabaumuthienginikwewuQondisiwe

uyasebenza(I'mgettingbetterQondisiwe'sherbsarehelping)

Him:KuhlelokhouQondisiweuyancedakakhulu(That'sgood

Qondisiwehelpsalot)

Me:UbuyephinamhlanjeBaba?(Wherewereyouthisafternoon)

Him:Bekukhonaamabangaathileengiwahambile(Ihaderrandsto

run)

Me:Ubuhambeisikhathiesidenamhlanje(You'vebeengonefora

verylongtimetoday)

Him:Bokuningiokumelekwenzeke(There'salotthatneededtobe

done)

Me:Ngiyabona(Isee)

Hedrankhiswine..

_____________

KHABONINA
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Lungilookedlikehehadalotinhismind..

Me:Ubukekangathikukhonaokukuhluphayo(Itlookslikeyouhave

alotonyourmind)

Hishandswereonmythighsweweresittinginhiscar.Hehad

cometoseeme.Ihaveneverhadamanlovemethismuchafter

mytwofailedrelationshipswithmybabydaddysIneverthought

thatlovewasgoingtofindme.Istilldon'tunderstandhowthis

manjustfellinlovewithmesoeffortlesslyImeanthere'salotof

womeninthecitywomenwhoarewaybetterthanme..Hesmiled

atme..

Him:Benginelangaelidenamhlanje(Ihadalongdaytoday)

Me:Usebenzakakhulu(Youworkalot)

(Silence)

Him:Khabo

Ilookedathim..

Him:Ngiyak'thanda(Iloveyou)

Ismiled..

Him:Ng'celaukukushada(CanIpleasemarryyou)

Myjawdroppedthiswasunexpected.Wehaveonlyeachotherfor
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amonthorso.Wehaven'tevenslepttogetherasyet..

Me:Lungi

Him:Please

Ithoughtaboutit..

Him:Wenanabantwananingezanizohlalanaminibenempilo

engcono.Nabobazotholaimfundoengcono(Youandthekidscan

comeandlivewithme.Youwillhaveabetterlifethey'llalsoget

abettereducation)

Heputhishandonmycheek..

Him:Idon'twanttowaitanylonger

Itookadeepbreathandsmiled..

Me:Okay..Ngizokushada(Okay..I'llmarryyou)

HesmiledandIsmiledtooheleanedoverandkissedme..

___________

QONDISIWE

IwasonmywaybackhomeafteraccompanyingIbatohiscarI

hadabitoftimetothink.IloveIbaIwanttobewithhim.As

soonasIgetthehistoryofthisvillagemaybemeandhimcan

startarelationshipabetteronethanwhateverwehad..AsIwas
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walkingIsawsomeonerunningtomydirection.Ilookedclosely

andeventhoughitwasdarkIcouldseethatitwasManqoba.The

waythathewasrunningIalmostthoughtthathewasgoingto

fall..

Me:Manqoba?

Him:Qondisiwe

Me:Yiniuyaphi?(Whereareyourunningtoo)

Hetriedtocatchhisbreath..

Him:Bengifunawena(Iwaslookingforyou)

Me:Ngoba?(Why)

Him:Ekini..Ekinikuyasha(It'syourhouseit'sburning)

Me:Ini?(What)

WebothrantomyhouseIhopeheisplayingbutIsawmost

villagersalsomakingtheirwaytomyhouse.Manqobawasn't

playing

Sponsored

IhopeheisplayingbutIsawmostvillagersalsomakingtheir

waytomyhouse.Manqobawasn'tplayingmyhousewasburning

andpeoplewerestandingoutside.Somehadbucketsona
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wheelbarrowtheyweretryingtoputoutthefirebutitwastoo

much..

Me:Maaaa!!!!

ItriedtoruninsidethehousebutManqobapulledmeback..

Me:Maaaa!!!!(Screaming)

MyMomandKhabo'skidsweretheonesathometheytheonly

onesalwaysathome..

Isankdownontheground..

Me:ManqobauMawami(Manqobamymom)

Heheldmetight..

Me:Abantwanabasekhaya(MySister'skids)

Iwatchedthehouseasitburneddown..

___________

KHABONINA

Someoneknockedonthewindowofthecaritscaredmeabit..

Lungi:Whatthehell?

Herolleddownthewindowitwasoneofthemenfromour

village..
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Him:Khabo!!

Thecarwasparkedatourlocalspazashopmostpeoplesawme

gettingin...

Lungi:Whatareyoudoing?Thisisdisrespectfulman.Uyadelela

(Youbeingdisrespectful)

Him:Ngiyaxolisakodwalokhukubalulekile(I'msorrybutthisis

serious)

Me:Yiniinkinga(What'sthematter)

Him:Ekini..Kuyasha(yourhouseisburning)

Me:Ini?(What)

Him:Wonkeumuntuugijimelakhona(Everyoneisrunningthere)

IlookedatLungi..

Me:Uma..AbantwanauQondisiwe(MymomthekidsQondisiwe)

Lungistartedthecarthishastobeajokeorsomething..

_____________________________

MAKHOSAZANA(THEQUEEN)

Oneoftheroyalsevervantscameinrunning.

Her:NkosiyamNdlunkulu(MyKingmyQueen)
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Shekneltinfrontofus..

King:Ebusukukanje..Kwenzakalani?(Solateatnightwhat'swrong)

Her:NkosingizobikaukuthikwaLangakuyasha(I'mheretolet

youknowthattheLangahouseholdisonfire)

Thekingstoodup..

King:Angizwakahle?(Idon'tunderstand)

Her:WonkeumuntuuyekwaLangakuyasha(Everyoneisatthe

Langahouseholdit'sburning)

Me:Kuyasha?(It'sburning)

Her:YeboNdlunkulu(YesmyQueen)

Ismiledalittle...

King:Ngiyabuya(I'mcoming)

Me:NgihambanaweBaba(I'mcomingwithyoumyKing)

King:Cha..Sala(No..Stay)

Hetooksomeoftheguardsandthentheyleft..

____________

KHABONINA

Ididn'tevenwaitforLungitoparkIopenedthedoorandgotout.
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Iranstraighttothecrowd...

Me:Maaa??Qondisiwe???

IpushedeveryoneuntilIwasatthefrontQondisiwewascrying

uncontrollably.Iwentuptoher..

Me:Qondi..QondiuphiuMa?Baphiabantwana?(Qondiwhereis

Mawherearemykids)

Sheshookherhead..

Me:Noooooooooo!!!

Iranstraighttotheburninghouse..

People:Mbambeni(holdher)

Ididn'tgetfaruntilIfeltsomeoneholdingmeitwasLungi..

Me:NgiyekeLungi..Abantwanabami(LeavemealoneLungi..My

kids)

Itriedtofighthimoffbuthewasstrong..

Me:Umndeniwam'(Myfamily)

Thiswasnothappening..

______________________________

MAKHOSAZANA(THEQUEEN)
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Iwasinthebedroomdrinkingwineandsmiling.Iclosedmyeyes

andletoutasighofreliefnoonedoublecrossesmeandgets

awaywithit.AsIwasstandingthereIheardsomethingdripping

behindmeIturnedaroundanditwasNowisa.Shedidn'tlook

happy..

Me:Ndlunkulu(Myqueen)

Her:Sphukuphukusomfaziwenzeni?(Youstupidwomanwhatdid

youdo)

BeforeIcouldanswersheliftedupherhandandsentmeflying

acrosstheroomIcameincontactwiththewallbeforefalling..

Her:Wenzeni??Asivumelangangalokhu(Whatdidyoudo)

.

Tobecontinued

28
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28

MAKHOSAZANA(THEQUEEN)

Idon'tunderstandwhyNowisaisupsetweagreedtobealliances

inbringingQondisiweandherfamilydown.Islowlygotupand

lookedather..

Me:Asikholokhubesikufunakanti?(Isn'tthiswhatwewanted)

Her:AzangengithibulalauWinnie(Ididn'tsaykillWinnie)

Ilookedatherconfused..

Me:Kunomehlukoyini?(Isthereadifference)

Her:Eqiniswenibengifunaukuthiwenauhlukumezeumndeniwabo

ukuzeInkosiizobonaukuthiungumfazionjanibeseakuxoshela

esgodini.UWinnieubezobawuNdlunkuluuQondisiwe

bekayophoqelekaukubayindoniyamanzi(InhonesttruthIwanted

youtotortureQondisiwe'sfamilysothattheKingcanseehow

cruelyouareandbanishyoufromthevillagethenWinniewas

goingtobethenewQueenandQondisiwewould'veremained

Indoni)

Me:Ini?Uchazaukuthiubufunaukungisebenzisa?(What?Youjust

wantedtouseme)

Her:UcabangaukuthiminangifunawenaubewuNdlunkulu?Kwase
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kuqaleniangikazengakuthanda(YouthinkIwantedyoutobea

Queen?Ineverlikedyoufromthewordgo)

Me:UkhohlakeleNowisa!!(Yourareevil)

Shesmiled..

Her:Akusenandaba!Inkosiizogcinaitholileukuthiwuweobulale

uWinniebeseuzokuxoshalaesgodini.Ngamaneisgodisingahlala

singabinoNdlunkulukunokuthiwenaubewuNdlunkulu(Itdoesn't

matteranymore!TheKingwillendupfindingoutthatyoukilled

Winniethenhewillbanishyoufromthevillage.I'dratherhavethis

villagelackaQueenthantohaveyoubeingtheQueen)

WaitsoNowisahadnointentionsofworkingwithmeallthatshe

wantedwastousemebymakingmelookbadintheeyesofmy

husband.ShewantedmyhusbandtoleavemeandmakeWinnie

thenewQueen?NowIevendoubtthatshewasgoingtomake

myDaughterIndoniyamanzi.Suchanevilactfromourancestor..I

pickedupthehalfcrackedglassofwineandthrewitherwayshe

disappeared..

Me:Nowisa!!!!!

____________

QONDISIWE

Lungisadroveustosomelodgethatwas45minawayfromthe
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villageonourwaythereIhadaskedhimtocallIba.Khabowas

quietshedidn'tsayanythingtoanyoneuntilwearrivedatthe

lodge.Shejustsatonthebedandlookeddownwithtears

streamingdownbusyrockingherselfbackandforth.Itwashard

seeingherinthatstateKhabohasalwaysbeenthestrongone.

Seeingherthisbrokenitwasreallyhardforme.Ineedtobe

strongforheryesithurts.Itcutsdeepbutoneofushastobe

strongfortheother..

Me:KuzomelesaziseuSindi(WehavetoinformSindi)

Lungi:iNumberyakheunayo?(Doyouhavehernumber)

Me:Ngiyayazi(Iknowit)

Igavehimthenumberhedialeditandthengavemethephone.

HewentandsatnexttoKhabo..

Sindi:Sindihello?

Me:SindiwuQondi(Sindiit'sQondi)

Her:Qondiebusukuso?(Qondisolate)

Ifoughtbacktears..

Her:UsebenzisaiPhonekabani?(Whosephoneareyouusing)

Me:SindiuMa(Sindiit'sMa)
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Her:WenzeniuMa?(Whatdidshedo)

Iclearedmythroat..

Me:Akasekho(She'snomore)

Shedidn'tsayanything...

Me:Yenanabantwanabasheleendlini(Thehouseburneddown

withherandthekidsinside)

Shestilldidn'tsayanything..

Me:Sindi?

Her:KanjaniQondi?(How)

Me:Namiangazi(Idon'tknow)

Her:Ukuphi?UphiuKhabo?(Whereareyou?WhereisKhabo?)

Me:Sikwilodge...Eduzenasekhaya(Weatthelodgethat'sclose

tohome)

Her:Ngiyeza(I'mcoming)

Me:Cha..Kungconoushayeleksasa(No..Cometomorrow)

Her:QondiwuMa(Qondiit'sMom)

Me:Ngiyazikodwangicelaushayeleksasa(Iknowbutpleasecome

tomorrow)
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Her:Okay..Okay..I'llcometomorrowmorning

Me:Okay..Ulalekahle(Sleepwell)

Ihungup.Idon'twanthertodrivesolateinaconfusedstate

Sponsored

shemighthaveanaccident.Tomorrowmorningit'llbebettershe

willprocesseverythingtonight.IputthephonedownLungisahad

hisarmswrappedaroundKhabo..Wesatinsilenceuntilweheard

aknockatthedoor..IstoodupandwenttoopenitwasIba.Iwas

sorelievedtoseehimhemadehiswayinandclosedthedoor..

Him:Kwenzekeni?(Whathappened)

IputmyhandovermymouthasIbrokedownhepulledme

closertohimandhuggedmeverytight...

Him:Askies

Icriedonhisshoulder...

_____________________________

MAKHOSAZANA(THEQUEEN)

Iwaspacingupanddownattheloungewaitingformyhusband

tocomethroughwhenIheardthedooropeningIquicklywentto

him..
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Me:Baba

Heexhaled..

Him:KushilekwaLanga(TheLangahousehasburneddowntothe

ground)

Me:Banjani?(Howarethey)

Him:Ngizwebathiu..UWinnienabantwanabashelekhona(Iheard

thatWinnieandthekidsburneddownwiththehouse)

Iclosedmyeyes..

Him:Kuzomelengitholeukuthiubaniowenzekanje(Ineedtoknow

whoisresponsibleforthis)

Me:MhlabebakhohlweukucimaisibaniuWinnieebengaboni

ungakhohlwa(MaybetheyleftthelighterburningrememberWinnie

isblind)

Him:Ya..Mhlambe(maybe)

HewalkedtothebedroomthekingcanneverfindoutthatIwas

responsibleforthefire...

____________

QONDISIWE

Lungisa:Qondisiwe'shouseburntdowntogetherwithhermother
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andhersister'skidsinside

Iba:What??

Lungi:It'sbad..It'sreallybad

Ibalookedatme..

Iba:Akakhohlwangaukucimaikhandlelaorsomething?(Didn'tshe

forgettoputoutthecandleorsomething)

Ishookmyhead..

Me:Umabekunjaloabantwanabebezomtshela(Ifitwaslikethat

thekidswould'vetoldher)

HelookedatLungisaandKhabo..

Lungisa:ThisisKhabo..SheisQondisiwe'ssister

Iba:OhwIsee

Lungisa:Meandherhavebeenseeneachotherforawhilenow

Ibawidenedhiseyes..

Iba:DoesMomknow?

Lungisa:No..Momisnotimportantrightnow

Iba:OkayIthinkQondisiweandIwe'llgoandgetourownroom

Lungisa:Ithinkthat'sagoodidea
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Ibalookedatme..

Him:Asambe..I'llbookaroomforus

Me:NgekengikhoneukushiyauKhabo(Ican'tleaveKhabo)

Lungi:Ungakhathazekisizonibonaekseni(don'tworrywewillsee

youguystomorrow)

IwalkeduptoKhaboandkneltbeforeherIheldherhands..

Me:Khabo

Shedidn'tsayanything..

Me:Ngizokubonaekseniangithi?(I'llseeyoutomorrowmorning)

Shestilldidn'tsayanything..

Me:uSindinayeuzozaksasaekseni(Sindiwillalsocometomorrow

morning)

Isawtearsfallingdown..IlookedatLungi..

Him:Ngizombhekangiyakuthembisa(I'llwatchherIpromise)

Me:Ngiyabonga(Thankyou)

Igotup..

Lungi:TomorrowmorningI'llcalldetectiveMauricetogoanddo

someinvestigations
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Iba:I'llcallthecoronertoexaminethebodies

Lungi:We'llseeyouguystomorrowmorning

Iba:Goodnight

MyguttellsmethatthiswasnoaccidentIwillgettothebottom

ofthisandseewhoisresponsibleformyMother'sdeathtogether

withKhabo'skids..

.

Tobecontinued

29

29

QONDISIWE

Ididn'tsleeplastnightIkeptontossingandturning.Icouldn't

stopthinkingaboutmyMothereachtimewhenIthoughtabout



308

herwarmsmilehergoodheart.TearswentandwetthepillowI'll

neverseeheragain.ShewasagoodPersonneverstartedtrouble

withanyone.Shewasaverypeacefulpersonshewaslikedby

mostvillagers.Whowoulddosuchavilething?Thiswasno

mistake.By5amIwasalreadyupIbanathihadagoodnightsleep

atleast.IhadnothingonmesoIjustwashedmyfaceandrinsed

mymouthIusedthetowelIfoundinthebathroomtowipeoff

mywetface.Ibahadsteppedoutforawhile.Ilookedatmyselfin

themirrorlifeistough.Lifeisnowforcingmetogrowupata

youngage.WhenIwasdonewitheverythingIwalkedoutIbaand

Lungisaweretalkingoutside.IwalkeduptothemIbaputhishand

aroundmyshoulders.

Lungi:Qondi

Me:Lungi

Him:Ulelenjani?(Howdidyousleep)

Me:Angilalanga(Icouldn'tsleep)

Henoddedalittle..

Me:UnjaniuKhabo?(HowisKhabo)

Heexhaled..

Me:Ngisayombheka(I'mgoingtocheckuponher)
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Him:Qondiyima(Wait)

Iwaited..

Him:uKhabongiyamthathauzohlalanamiejozi(I'mtakingKhabo

withmetoJohannesburg)

Me:Umnakekele(Takecareofher)

Him:Iwill

I'mnotgoingtodebatewithhimhonestlywedon'thave

anywheretogorightnowsohecantakecare..Ileftthem

standingthereandwenttocheckuponKhabo..

Me:Khabo?

Iknockedandthenwalkedinthebedwasempty.Iheardwater

runninginthebathroom.Iwentthereandknocked..

Me:Khabo?

Shedidn'trespond..

Iopenedthedoorandwalkedinthefloorwaswet.Khabohad

drownedherselfinthebathtub..

Me:Khabo!!!!!

Irushedtoherandtriedtogetherheadout..

Me:Lungi!!!Iba!!!!!
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IdrainedthewaterwhileholdingherupperbodyIcouldn'tgether

outshe'snomatchforme..

Me:Lungi!!!!!!(Screaming)

Ilookedather..

Me:Khabo..Kodwa..

ThedooropenedandIheardLungicallingout..

Me:Singapha(Weinthebathroom)

Lungiwalkedin..

Lungi:Khabo!

Mybreathingwasunstablenow..

LungicameandgotheroutItookthetowelandwrappedit

aroundher.HelaidheronthebedasIbawalkedin..

Lungi:Khabo?

Shenon-responsive..

Iba:I'mcallinganambulance

WhywouldKhabodothistome?Especiallyatatimelikethis?

Lungiheldhertight..

Lungi:Don'tdothistous...Pleasedon'tdothistome
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____________

MRSBIYELA

Slo:I'vetriedhimhe'snotpickingup

Islammedmyphoneagainsthisdesk..

Me:DamnLungisa..Whereareyou?

IlookedatSlo..

Me:Don'tjuststandtheretryhimagainuntilyougetthrough!!

Him:YesMam'

Itookhisdiaryandcheckedtherewerenoplansthathemade

yesterdayotherthananotingdownthat"CallKhabo"..

Me:Khabo???

Noksfatherwalkedin..

Him:Whereishe?

Iputhisdiarydownonthetable..

Him:YourSonisplayingmyDaughter!

Me:Whatdoyoumean?

Him:HeputmyDaughterinthatcenterjustsohecanlivegood

withhisotherwoman



312

Ilaughed..

Me:YoumustbetalkingaboutIbabecauseLungiwouldneverdo

thatIknowmyson

Him:Listenhereifyoudon'tgetyoursoninorderI'mgoingto

ruinyourlifewoman!I'mgoingtotellthatuselesssonofyours

abouttherealwill

Me:Youwouldn't

Hewalkedstraightuptomeandputhishandonmythroat..

Him:Justtrymebitch!!YouknowIdon'tdothreats!!

Lungimustgethisshittogether..

___________

QONDISIWE

IwatchedastheambulancetookmysisterLungifollowedthe

ambulancewithhiscar..

Ibaturnedandlookedatme..

Him:Ihatetobringthisupatatimelikethisbut..Qondisiwe

manjekumeleushintsheimpiloyakho

Sponsored

Lungifollowedtheambulancewithhiscar..
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Ibaturnedandlookedatme..

Him:Ihatetobringthisupatatimelikethisbut..Qondisiwe

manjekumeleushintsheimpiloyakhoWozanamieJozi(Youneed

tochangeyourlifecomelivewithmeinthecity)

Me:Iba

Heputbothhishandsonmycheeks..

Him:Don'ttellmeaboutthatdamnvillage!Isgodiesinjani

esimoshaimpiloyakhonomndeniwakho(Thatvillagehasruined

yourlifeandyourfamily)

Ithoughtforawhile..

Me:Okaysizohambakodwa..(I'llcomewithyoubut)

Him:Kodwa?

Me:NgifunaukwaziukuthikwenzakalenikuManabantwanabaka

Khabo(FirstIwanttoknowwhathappenedtomyMomand

Khabo'skids)

Him:OkayI'll-

IheardSindicallingout..

Her:Qondi!!Qondi!!

Sheranstraighttoourdirectionwhiledroppingherbagonthe
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groundshepushedIbaawayandhuggedme..

Her:Qondikwenzakalani?(What'shappening)

Me:UmaSindi(It'sMom)

Sheheldmetight...

Me:NgaphanoKhabobacedaukumthathauyeesbhedlela(They've

justtakenKhabotothehospital)

Shebrokethehug..

Her:Ngoba?(Why)

Me:Uzameukuzibulala(Shetriedtokillherself)

Sheclosedhereyeswithtearsstreamingdown..

Me:KuzomelesibuyeleeZikhaliSitholeukuthikwenzekeni(Wehave

togobacktothevillageandfindoutwhathappened)

Iba:Thecoroneris-

Sindi:ImaKancancetuusisakhulumaIzindabazomndeni(Waita

minutewestilldiscussingfamilymatters)

Iba:Excuseyou?

Sindi:Whyareyouevenhere?

Iba:I'mhereformyGir-
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Me:Ngicelanimekancane(Pleasestopit)

Ibatookouthiswallethetookoutsomemoneyfromit..

Him:SindiwilldriveyoutogetafewthingsI'mgoingbacktothe

Citytoseehoweverythingisgoing

Itookit..

Me:Ngiyabonga(Thankyou)

HepushedSindiandthenhuggedme..

Him:Ngizozangizokulandaesgodini(I'llcomeandfetchyoufrom

thevillage)

Hekissedmeonmyforeheadandthenleft..

__________

LUNGISA

WegottothehospitalandIwaitedinthewaitingareaIcouldn't

goinwithher..

IsatdownandsighedKhaboneedstopullthrough..Itookoutmy

phoneandIhadmissedcallsfrommyMotherIcalledher..

Mom:Lungisawhereareyou?Whatthehellisgoing?

Me:Ihaveanemergency
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Her:Whatemergency?

Me:Mygirlfriendtriedtohurtherself

Her:Whatgirlfriend?Whatareyoutalkingabout?

Me:Ican'texplainnow

Her:Whichhospital?I'llcome

Me:I'llsendyouatext

Her:Okaybye

Ihungupandsentheratext..

_____________________________

MAKHOSAZANA(THEQUEEN)

IwasstandingatthekitchenwindowwatchingmyHusbandtalking

toManqobaatthegatetheyhavebeentalkingnowforawhile...

Noma:Ma..

Ifreakedoutalittle..

Me:Nomayini?(Whatisit)

Her:Bengingaqondileukukuthusa(Ididn'tmeantoscareyou)

Me:Yiniufunani?(Whatdoyouwant)

Her:uMaukahle?(Areyouokay)
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Me:Ngikahle(I'mgood)

IsawManqobamakinghiswaytothehouse..Heknocked..

Me:Ngena(comein)

Hemadehiswayin..

Him:Ndlunkulu(MyQueen)

HeturnedtoNoma..

Him:Nkosazana(Princess)

Me:ManqobanixoxaniengakaneNkosi(Whatwereyouandthe

Kingtalkingabout)

Him:Kukhonaabantuabazilelaesgodinibazoyenzauphenyo

ngokushakwendluyakwaLanga(There'ssomepeoplewhocame

toinvestigateaboutthefireincident)

Me:Asibizangabantunjena(Wedidn'tcallanyone)

Him:BaqashweabakwaBiyela(TheBiyelafamilycalledthem)

Me:Nabolabosebenzangathilesgodiesabo(Thoseonesthink

thatthisvillageistheirs)

Noma:Minangithiyintoentleleyoengekenjeabantubamane

basheleendlini(Ithinkthat'sagoodideapeoplecannotjustburn

inthehouse)
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Ilookedather..

Me:uWinnieubengabonimhlambeukhohlweisibani(Winniewas

blindsheprobablyleftthelighteron)

Manqoba:UmakaQondisiwekudalaengabonikunganiangakhohlwa

isibanimanje?(Qondisiwe'sMotherhasbeenblindforalongtime

nowwhywouldsheforgetthelighterlastnight)

Me:Amaphuthaayayenzeka(Mistakesdohappen)

Manqoba:Ithingihambengiyozwaukuthibathini(letmegoand

hearwhattheysay)

Me:ubuyeuzongazisa(Comebackandtellme)

Hebowedandthenwalkedout..

___________

QONDISIWE

Wearrivedatthevillageandparkednexttothegate.Alotof

carswherelinedup..

Sindi:Coroner?

Wegotoutofthecarandmadeourwayinwhatweknewasour

homeformostofourliveswasgone.Allourmemoriesthegreat

momentsthatwesharedthere..Everythingwasgone.Wewere
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metbysomemenwearingwhitesuitstheypushedwhatlooked

liketableswithbagsontop...

Sindi:Waitaminute

Theystopped..

Sindi:Arethesethebodies?

Man1:Yesthesearetheremains

Sindi:Iwannasee

Man1:Mam'youcan'tseewhat'sinsidethesebodybags..It's

somethingthatwillhauntyou

Sindi:Iwannasee

Theylookedateachotherandtheotheronesnodded..Theman

openedthebagSinditookoneglanceandthensteppedback.The

manclosedthebagagain.Sindiimmediatelybrokedown..

Sindi:AbasekhoQondi(Theygone)

Shefelltotheground..

Sindi:Umaakasekho(Momisnomore)

Iwalkeduptoherandhuggedhershemademeemotionaltoo..

Sindi:uMaQondiusishiyile(Maisnomore)
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Me:Ngiyazi(Iknow)

Sindi:Angekesisaphindesimbone(wewillneverseeherever

again)

.

Tobecontinued

30

30

LUNGISA

MyMomcamefirstbeforeIcouldhearanythingfromtheDoctor

honestlyspeakingI'vebeenwaitingforquiteawhilenow.Ihope

shewillbeokay..

Ma:Lungi

Shesatnexttome..
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Her:Unjani?(Howareyou)

Me:I'mgood

Her:Didyousleep?Haveyoueatenanything?

Me:I'mgoodMa

(Silence)

Her:I'mconfusedLungi..Agirlfriend?

IlookedatthecupthatIwasholding..

Me:Yesmygirlfriend

Her:Agirlfromwhere?Lungiyouengagedhaveyouforgottenthat?

Isqueezedthecup..

Me:WebothknowthatitwasneverrealwithNoks

Her:Butyou'vebeenwithherforalongtimeyoucan'tbewith

someoneforthatlongandnotdevelopanyfeelings

Me:Youknowmyrelationshipwithherverywellitwasa

nightmare

Her:Butyouknowwhat'sgoingtohappenshouldyouleaveher

herfatherisgoingtopulloutfromthecompany

Me:HeshouldMa..Wecan'tbethreatenedandblackmailedby
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thismanallourlives!Wedon'tneedhimanymorethecompany

willdowellevenwithouthim

Her:It'snotonlythathewilltellIbaaboutthewill..He'sgoingto

tellhimeverything

Me:MaybeitistimethatIbaknowsthetruthmaybeit'stimehe

knowsthathisFatherlefthimeverything

Shehitmewithherbagonmychest..

Her:Don'tyoudare!!!

Shelookedaround..

Her:Whoisthisgirlthat'smakingyoudoallthisthings?

Me:Shedidn'tmakemedoanythingmaybethisistherealme

Her:Yougonnaloseitalljustforawoman?ComeonLungiI've

taughtyoubetter!!

Me:I'maCEOofacompanythatsolelybelongstomyBrotherhis

fatherle-

Her:Stopsayinghisfatherheisyourfathertoo!

Me:Heneverlovedme!!Heneverconsideredmeashissonhe

hatedme!Hedidn'twantmetobetheCEOofhiscompanyI'm

justforcingthingsI'vebeenforcingthings
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Her:Iknowthatyouandyourfatherhadyourdifferencesbut

deepdownhelovedyoutoo

Ichuckled..

Me:PleaseMa..Thatmanhatedme

Her:I'mgoingtogiveyoutimetothinkabouteverythingright

nowyou"inlove"yourheardisallovertheplacesoI'mgonna

giveyousometimetothinkabouteverything

Me:Yeahwhatever

Shegotup..

Her:I'llcallyou

Me:ByeMa

Shewalkedout..

____________

QONDISIWE

ManqobacameandIaskedhimtokeepaneyeonSindiforme

Sindididn'twannaleave.Shewassittingonthebricksandlooking

atwhatwasleftofourhouse.Manqobaagreedtolookafterher

whilstIgototheIndoniyamanzirivertosearchforanswers.I

stoodontopoftherockandcalledoutalltheNgwaneclannames
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untilNowisaappeared.Igotdownfromtherockandstoodatthe

edgeasshemadeherwaytome...

Nowisa:Ndoni

Me:Nowisa

Shegavemeaseriouslook..

Her:Ndlunkulu

Me:Nowisa

Her:NgiyazingoMawakhongiyaziukuthiuthukuthele(Iknowabout

yourmotherIknowthatyouangry)

Me:Uyindoniyamanzienkulukunganiungasizanga(Youarethe

firstguardianwhydidn'tyouhelp)

Her:QondisiwengiyiNdoniyamanziumndeniwakhoangingeni

ndawokuwominangigadawenanjengeNdoniyamanzi.Uma

ubukhonaendlinikubekekulaphongasizakhona(QondisiweIama

guardianyourfamilyisnotmyresponsibility.Ifyouwereinside

thathousethenIwould'vedonesomething)

Me:Nowisawenauyathathanjeempilweniyamiawungisizi

ngalutho(Nowisayouonlytakefrommylifeyounevergiveme

anythinginreturn)

Her:Qondisiwengiyazikunzimafuthikubuhlungukodwakeakukho
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ongingakwenza(Iknowthatit'sdifficultandpainfulbutthere's

nothingIcando)

Igotthenecklacefrommyneck..

Me:Akusekhookwamilaesgodini(There'snothingleftformehere)

Her:UyiNdoniyamanziawuveleumaneuyeke(YouareaGuardian

youdon'tdecidewhentoquit)

Ithrewthenecklaceintherivershelookedatmeshocked...

Her:Isgodisizoshabalala(Thevillagewillbedestroyed)

Ilaughedandwipedmytears..

Me:Kungconongobaakusiyisigodisam

Sponsored

shelookedatmeshocked...

Her:Isgodisizoshabalala(Thevillagewillbedestroyed)

Ilaughedandwipedmytears..

Me:Kungconongobaakusiyisigodisamumndeniwamiawusekhola.

Isgodisakhoziboneleukuthiuphumanjani(It'snotmyvillagemy

familyisnolongerhere.It'syourvillageyouwillseehowtoguard

it)

Her:Qondisiwe!!!
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Me:Uyekeumndeniwamiwashona(Youletmyfamilydie)

Her:Ucabangengalokhuokwenzayo(Thinkaboutwhatyoudoing)

Me:Sengicabangile(I'vealreadythoughtaboutit)

WhatfollowednextIdidn'texpectit.Nowisastartedstranglingme

anddraggedmestraightintotheriver.Shewasalotstronger

thanwhatIgavehercreditfor.Shedraggedmeupuntilwegot

deepintothewaterwebothsankdownasshecontinued

stranglingme.Icouldn'tbreathIwasdrowningandshewasn't

lettinggo...ItriedtogetherhandsoffbutIcouldn'tthatwenton

untilIdidn'thavestrengthanymore.Evenwiththatshedidn't

stopshestillcontinuedstranglingme..

__________

IBANATHI

StrangelyIgotacallfromNoksfatherheaskedtomeetupwith

me.Iwassurprisedbecausemeandhimarenotatallclosehe's

moreclosertomymomandLungibecauseofthefamilybusiness

andhisdaughter.AfterbathingatmyplaceIwentandmetup

withhim.Hestoodupandgavemeahandshake..

Him:Thankyouformeetingupwithme

Me:Noproblem
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Webothsatdown..

Him:Wouldyoulikesomethingtoeat?

Me:I'mokaythankyouIjustwannaknowwhyyoucalledme

here

Him:Fairenough

Heclearedhisthroat..

Him:HowwouldyouliketobetheCEOofyourfather'scompany?

Me:BeforemyDadpassedonhedidspecifyinhiswillthathe

wantsmyBrothertobetheCEOhewouldn'thavemadethat

decisionifhedidn'tthinkthatLungiwasgoingtobeagoodCEO.

Ialsothinkthathe'sdoingaverygoodjob

Hegavemeaconnivingsmile..

Him:Sonthere'salotthat'sgoingoninyourfamilythatyou

don'tknowabout

Me:WithallduerespectSirIknowthatmeandmyfamilywe

haveourdifferencesandrightnowwhatyoudoingistryingto

startsomeshitbetweenmeandmyfamily..Whatisthis?Your

wayoftryingtousemeagainstmyfamilybecausemyBrother

finallyleftyoursorryassalcoholicdaughter?

Hechuckled..
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Istoodup..

Me:I'mnotgoingtoletyouusemeshameonyou!

Ididn'twaitforhimtorespondIwalkedaway..

_________

LUNGISA

IstoodupastheDoctormadehiswaytome.

Him:MrBiyela

Me:Howisshe?

Him:She'sgoingtobefine

Me:CanIseeher?

Him:Maybelaterfornowwhydon'tyougohomeandgetsome

rest.Maybeshowertoothenlateryoucancomeandseeher

Me:ThankyouDocthankyouforeverything

Him:I'vealsocontactedourpsychologistI'mafraidthehospitalbill

isgoingtobe-

Me:It'sokaymoneyisnotaproblemsolongshegetshelp

Him:She'sveryluckytohaveyou

Me:Isupposeso



329

Henoddedandleft..NowIcanrelaxabit..

OnmywayoutmyphonevibratedItookitoutandchecked.It

wasamessagefrommyfatherinlaworformerfatherinlaw..

"IwaswithyourBrotherIthinkhewouldmakeagoodCEO"

Isighedandputmyphonebackinmypocket..

_______

SINDI

QondihasbeengoneforawhilenowManqobaandIdecidedto

goandcheckher.Shewasn'tattheriverbuthernecklacewas

nicelyplacedontherock.Ipickeditup...

Me:No..Qondidon'tdothistome!Notyoutoo

Manqobatookoffhisclothesandhisshoeshedidn'thesitate.He

wentstraighttotherivertotryandfindherIstoodthereshaking.

WhywouldQondidecidetokillherself?Khaboisinhospitaland

Qondidecidedtojumptoherdeath.Ifeltmystrengthleavingmy

bodyItookoutmyphoneandtextedIba.

.

Tobecontinued
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IBANATHI

WhenIreceivedthatcallfromSindiIdrovestraighttothevillage.

TheKinggotafewofhisguardsandweallmadeourwaytothe

rivertheyallgotin.InsearchforQondisiwe.

Thesearchtookforeverwewerethereuntilnighttimecamethey

werenowcomplainingthatthewaterwasgettingcold.Imademy

waytoSindi..

Me:Howdidyouletthishappen?

Shelookedatme..

Me:Youtwoweresupposedtolookaftereachother!!

Her:Andwedid!

Me:Butyouhereandshe'sintheriver



331

Her:HowwasIsupposedtoknowthatshewasgoingtojump

intotheriver?

Me:Youuseless

Her:Excuseme?Youthinkthisdoesn'thurtmetoo?She'smy

sister!!

Manqobacametous...

Him:Inkosiithikumelesihambemanje(TheKingsaysweshould

allleavenow)

Me:What?No!..Nooneisleavinguntilwefindher!!

ImademywaytotheKing..

Me:WithallduerespectSirakekhoumuntuozohamba

singakamutholiuQondisiwe(Nooneisleavinguntilwefind

Qondisiwe)

King:Ngiyaziukuthiuyamkhathalelakodwakumeleabantubaphume

emanzini(Iknowyoucareaboutherpeoplehavehastogetout

ofthewater)

Me:toughshit!!!!

Sindi:Youcan'tspeaktotheKinglikethatIba!

Me:ShutupSindiweinthissituationbecauseofyou!Kube
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kungenewena(Youtheonewhowasmeanttobeintheriver)

Manqoba:SicelaukhombiseintloniphoNdonda(Pleaseshowsome

respect)

Me:Whoareyouagain?

King:Sekwanele!!(That'senough)

Weallkeptquiet..

King:Amadodaazohlalalangasemfuleniagadekuzekude(Some

guardswillsitbytheriverandstandguardincasesomething

happens)

Me:YourdamnriverbetterbringbackmygirlfriendorelseI'm

shuttingthiswholedamnhooddown!!

Manqoba:Bh-

TheKingputhishandonManqoba'sshoulder..Ilookedatthem

andwalkedawaywhileclickingmytongue..

_________

LUNGISA

IwasbackatthehospitalKhabowassleepingwithanoxygen

maskaroundhermouth.Iwasholdingherhandandlookingather

whenmyphonerangitwasIba.Ilookedatitforawhilebefore
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answering..

Me:Iba

Iba:Qondijumpedtoherdeathshejumpedstraightintotheriver

andwecan'tfindherman

Igotupandwalkedoutoftheward..

Me:Whatdoyoum-

Him:Shetriedtocommitsuicideman!!

Me:What?Qondisiwewastheonewhoshowedmorestrength

thanherSister

Him:Ifshe'sdead..Idon'tknowwhatI'mgoingtodomanItruly

lovethisgirl

Me:Calmdownstaycalm.There'snobodyyet..Imight'veknown

Qondisiweforashortperiodoftimebutthisdoesn'tsoundlike

her

Me:It'sthisdamnvillageIswearifshe'sdeadI'mshuttingthe

wholevillagedown

MyMother'scalldisturbedme..

Me:I'llcallyouback

IansweredmyMother'scall..
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Me:NoksFatherisgoingtotellIbaeverythingprepareyourself

Her:What??

Me:Hetextedmeearlieron

Her:Okayokayokay..JustkeepIbaawayfromthismanI'vegota

plan

Me:OkayI'lltry

Her:IloveyouLungidon'tforgetthat

Me:ByeMa

Ihungupandwentbackinsidetheward..

___________

QONDISIWE

IslowlyopenedmyeyesandIsawdarknesswithabitoflight.I

swallowedandlookedaroundagainIsawtwogirlslookingatme.

Ifreakedout..

Girl1:Ungathukingekesikulimaze(Don'tbescaredwewon'thurt

you)

IsawthewaterfallbutitwasabitfarfromusIlookedaroundI

couldswearthatwewereinacave.Igotupwhilecoughingmy

throatwassoreandIfeltsomepainsinmychest..
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Girl2:Ungasukumingamawala(don'tmovetoofast)

Imovedbackwards..

Me:Ningobani?(whoareyou)

Girl1:MinanginguThabileNgwaneIndoniyamanziyesibili(Iam

ThabilethesecondGuardian)

Girl2:NginguNonhlanhlaNgwaneIndoniyamanziyesine(Iam

Nonhlanhlathe4thguardian)

Theywerealsobeautifulnolie..

Me:uNowisaube-(Nowisawas-)

Thabile:Siyazi(Weknow)

Ithoughtforawhile..

Me:Imani..NingoNgwane?(Wait..Youbothcomefromthe

Ngwanebloodline)

Theynodded..

Nhlanhla:BakhonaabanyebasagadeuNowisa(Theothersare

watchingNowisa)

Me:NabobangoNgwane?(TheyalsofromtheNgwanebloodline)

Thabile:Yebo
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Me:KodwaminaningowakwaLangakanjani?(IamLangahow

come)

Theybothlookedatme..

Thabile:Kuningiongakwazingawe(There'salotthatyoudon't

knowaboutyourself)

Me:Ushoukuthini(Whatdoyoumean)

Thabile:Lokhouzobuyaukubonengelinyeilanga(That'sastoryfor

anotherday)

Nhlanhla:AsinaskhathiuNowisaanganqamukanomakunini(We

don'thavemuchtime

Sponsored

Nowisacanescapeanytime)

Thabile:Qondisiwekuzomeleuxhumanenamadloziwakulesgodi

abantuababehlalakulendawongaphambikwethu(Qondisiweyou

willhavetoconnectwiththeancestorsofthisvillagetheones

whooccupiedthisvillagebeforeus)

Nhlanhla:YiboabazokuncedaukuthiulwenoNowisa(Theythe

oneswhocanhelpyoutofightNowisa)

Me:Ngizamile(I'vetried)
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Thabile:Ukhonaumuntuongakunceda(There'ssomeonewhocan

helpyou)

Me:Ubani?(Who)

Thabile:uMakhosiwaxoshwalakudala.Nomaesegugilekodwa

uzokusiza(ThetraditionalhealerMakhosialthoughheisoldnow

hecanhelpyou)

Nhlanhla:Umasekufikeiskhathiuzoyakuye(Whenthetimeisright

youwillgotohim)

Me:Ngizokwazinjaniumaiskhathisesifikile(WhenwillIknow

whenthetimeisright)

Nhlanhla:Uzokwazi(Youwillknow)

Thabile:Omunyewethumeleabenempiloengcono(Oneofus

needstohaveabetterlife)

Nhlanhla:Melekuqalengawe(Ithastostartwithyou)

Me:Kodwaisgodi?Sizoshabalala(Thevillagewillperish)

Thabile:AkusiyiqinisolelouNowisauyakuthusanje(That'snottrue

Nowisaisjustscaryingyou)

Nhlanhla:Indoniyamanziyaphumakuyengobawayethukuthele

ukuthiimpiloyakheyaphelamasinyafuthiemvakokuthiashone

Inkosiyashadafuthi.UlwakalakaNowisalasukalapho(The
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Guardianthingstartedwithhershewasangrybecauseafterher

deaththeKingre-marriedagain.That'swhenNowisagotmad)

Thabile:wafungaukuthiayikhointombienhleeyozalelwalaesgodini

nomakwaNgwaneezophilakahleumayenawazenzaisihlabelo

(Shesworethatthere'snootherbeautifulgirlespeciallyfromthe

Ngwaneclanthatwilllivehappilyifsheherselfgaveupeverything)

NowitallmakesNowisaisshit.Justbecauseherlifewasshort

livedshedoesn'twantanyoneelsetobehappy..

Weheardvoices..

ThabileandNonhlanhlalookedateachother.

Me:Yini(What)

Nonhlanhla:Isokalakholimiseisgodisonkeukuthikufunywewena

(Yourboyfriendmadethewholevillagesearchforyou)

Thabile:UyathandwaQondisiweiskhathisokuthiuziphilelewena

(Youarelovednowit'stimeforyoutoliveforyou)

Me:kodwauNowisa(butNowisa)

Nhlanhla:Loyomekelelakithiokwamanje(Fornowleavethatto

us)

Me:Uzonilimaza(Shewillhurtyou)
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Nhlanhla:AsisaphiliQondisiweyiniokunyeangakwenza?(Weare

deadwhatmorecanshedotous)

Thabile:Hambauyophilaimpiloyakhousuyenzekukhululaesgodini

(Goandliveyourlifeyouhavedonesomuchforthevillage)

Nhlanhla:SizokugadelaisgodikunyenoNowisa(Wewilllookafter

thevillageandNowisa)

Thabile:UmgexowakhouzowutholakuDadewenuyiwo

esizoxhumananawengawo(Don'tforgetyournecklacewewill

connectwithyouviayournecklace)

Inodded..

Nhlanhla:Ngaphambikokuthisihlukanekhonaumuntuofuna

ukukuvalelisa(Beforeyouleavethere'ssomeonewhowantstosay

goodbyetoyou)

IsawHappyappearing..

Me:Happy

Shecameandhuggedme..

Thabile:Ungakhathazekiuhlelikahlenathi(don'tworryshe'shappy

withus)

_____________
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MRSBIYELA

Iheardthedoorbellring..

Me:Finally!!!

Iputtheglassofwhiskeydownandwenttoopen..Hewalkedin

Me:Finally!!!

Iclosedthedoor..

Him:Goodevening

Me:Notimeforanysmalltalk

Ihandedhimthepicturethatwasonthecounter...

Me:Howmuch?

Hewhistled..

Him:Suchahighprofilepersonit'sgoingtobecostly

Me:Iknow..Canyoudoit?

Him:YesIwillgivemeaweekorso

Me:Thankyou

Thisbastardthinksthathecanmesswithmeandmyfamilyand

thengetawaywithitnottodayorever!!!

.
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Tobecontinued

32

32

LUNGISA

[AFEW WEEKSLATER]

IpulledachairandsatnexttoherIwasholdingabowloffruit

saladmixedwithultramel.Shewassittingattheporchwhenyou

sittingattheporchyougetthebestviewofthegardenandthe

airisevenbetter.Itriedtofeedherbutshedidn'tbudgeshewas

focusedonwhateverthatshewaslookingat..

Me:DammitKhabo!!!

Myfirmvoicefrieghtnedherabitbutshedidn'tlookatme...

Me:Youneedtosnapoutofthisatsomepoint!!

Nurse:MrBiyela
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Igotupandwalkedtohershetookthebowlfromme...

Me:Idon'tunderstandatherapistcomeshereatleast3timesa

week.Ithoughtshewouldbebetterbynow

Her:There'snotimelineforgrievingSir.Madamhasbeenthrough

alotandexperiencedexcruciatingpain.Shelostherkidsandher

mother

Me:It'slikeshe'sinaworldofherown

Her:Timehealseverythingshewillgetthroughthiseventually

Me:OkayIhavetogotoworkpleasedoc-

Her:videocallyouintheafternoonsoyoucantalktoher

Me:Thankyouthankyouforeverything

Her:YouwelcomeSir

IlookedatKhaboonelasttimebeforeIleft..

___________

QONDISIWE

Iloweredtheoxygenmaskthisthingcanbeveryirritating.Iba

walkedin..

Him:Whatareyoudoing?
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EversincethatincidentIgotadmittedtheDrwantedtomakesure

thatmylungscanpullthrough.Thisisaverybeautifulhospitalthe

foodisnicetoobutI'mgettingboredbybeinghere.IfeelfineI

don'tknowwhytheDrdoesn'twanttodischargeme..

Iba:Akumelangauyisuse(Younotsupposedtotakeitoff)

Me:Iyang'khathaza(It'stiringme)

Hesatdownonthechair..

Him:Uzizwanjani?(Howareyoufeeling)

Me:Ngirightmanje(I'mokaynow)

Henodded..

Me:Ngiyaxolisangayoyonkeinto(I'msorryforeverything)

Ididn'ttellhimthetruthIbaisnotopenmindedwhenitcomes

tocultureandtradition.IonlytoldhimthatIwasinadarkplace

andIdidtrytocommitsuicidebyjumpingintotheriver..

Hetookmyhandandstartedplayingwithmyfingers..

Him:Sekudlulile(It'sallinthepast)

Hekissedmyhand.Istilldon'tknowhowIbafellformeImean

wedifferentpeople.Weverydifferentandit'snotevenfunny..

Sindiwalkedin..
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Sindi:Qondi

IbagotairritatedIdon'tknowwhytheyhateeachotherthis

much.Hegotupfromthechairandkissedme...

Him:I'llseeyoulater

HewalkedoutwithoutevengreetingSindi..

Sindi:Goodmorningtoyoutoo

Shewalkeduptomeandhuggedme..

Her:Unjani?(Howareyou)

Me:Ngingconomanje(I'mbetter)

Her:That'sgood

Me:Umgexowamiuwuphethe?(Doyouhavemynecklace)

Sheopenedherbagandtookitout..

Me:Ngiyabonga(Thankyou)

Iputitaroundmyneck..

Her:Kuyoyonkeintoeyenzekileusafunaukubayindoni?(After

everythingthathashappenedyoustillwanttobeaguardian)

Me:Nomangingayaphingizohlalangiyindoni(nomatterwhereI

goI'llstillbeIndoniyamanzi)
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Her:Alright..Uphumanini?(whenareyougettingdischarged)

Me:Angaziabakasho(Idon'tknowtheydidn'tsay)

Her:OkayhlalawazikeukuthisengilungisileiRoomozohlalakulo

(KnowthatIhavepreparedaroomforyou)

Iclearedmythroat..

Me:NgizohlalanoIba(I'llbestayingwithIba)

Her:Ohw..Bengingakulindelangalokho(Ididnotexpectthat)

Me:Ungakhathazekisizabonana(Don'tworrywe'llseeeachother)

Her:Bengizitshelileukuthiuzohlalanami(Itoldmyselfthatyou

wouldbestayingwithme)

Me:UyamaziuIbaangifuninjenilwe(YouknowIbaIdon'twant

youguysfighting)

Her:Okay..Manjeusucabangileukuthiizokwenzani?(Haveyou

decidedwhatyougoingtodo)

Ishookmyheadno..

Me:Kodwakebengithandaukufunda(Iwouldliketogotoschool)

Her:Yintoenhleleyo(That'sgood)

(Silence)
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Her:AsikangcwabiuMa(Wehaven'tburiedMom)

Me:MelesikhulumenoKhabobesesonkesiyaesgodini(Wehave

totalktoKhabothenweallgotothevillage)

Her:Unjani?(Howisshe)

Me:uLungautheakakabiright(Lungasaidshe'sstillnotwell)

Her:Mhlambengingahambangiyombona(I'llgoandcheckupon

her)

Me:Kungabakuhlelokho(Thatwouldbegood)

Her:Ithingihambeuzokhonaukulala(letmegosothatyoucan

rest)

Me:Ngiyabongaukuthiuzile(thankyouforcoming)

Shehuggedmeagain...

Her:Ngizokubonafuthi(I'llcomeandseeyouagain)

Me:Okay

Her:Bye

Me:Bye

_______

LUNGISA
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ThereportcamebackwhathappenedtoKhabo'sMomandher

kidswasnoaccident.Apparentlytheywerebrutallystabbed

repeatedlybeforetheyweresetonfirethat'swhatthereportfrom

thecoronersaid.Ishookmyheadsomeonehaditinforthem.I

wonderwho...MyMothermadeherwayin..

Her:Son

Me:Ma

Her:Howareyou?

Me:I'mgoodandyou?

Her:I'mgood

Shesatdown..

Her:Sohowisthegirlfriend

Me:She'sholdinginthere

Her:WhenamIgoingtomeether?

Me:Justgiveittimeshe'sinaverybadspace

Her:Okay..Ijustcan'twaittomeether

IwentbacktowhatIwasdoing..

Her:Whereisshefrom?Whatdidshestudy?
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Me:She'sfromthevillageshe'sQondi'sbigsister

Her:Wow..Uhm..Wowthatwasunexpected

Me:She'saverygoodwoman

Her:ACEOfallingdeeplyinlovewithanilliteratevillagegirlIcan

alreadyseetheheadlines

Sponsored

she'sQondi'sbigsister

Her:Wow..Uhm..Wowthatwasunexpected

Me:She'saverygoodwoman

Her:ACEOfallingdeeplyinlovewithanilliteratevillagegirlIcan

alreadyseetheheadlineswegoingtosellalotpapers

Me:Theycanwritewhatevertheywant

Her:I'mjustsayingyouknowit'sgoingtotainttheBiyela

surnameontheotherhandIbaisbusywithQondisiwe

Ishookmyhead..

Her:Idon'tmeantobemeanorsomethingbutthosegirlsthey

soundliketroubleanditseemsliketheycursed

Me:Ma..
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Her:I'mjustsaying

Herphonestartedringingshegotitfromherbag..

Her:Ihavetotakethis..Excuseme

Me:Okay

Shewalkedout...

_____

KING

Guard:Nkosiyam(myking)

Ilookedathimhewaswiththeotherguards.

Theybowedbeforeme..

Guard:Besisacelaukukhulumanawe(Wewouldliketohavea

wordwithyou)

Iwasaloneinthelounge..

Me:Ningakhuluma(Youcanspeak)

Theylookedateachotherfirst..

Guard:Nkosisonilephambikwakho(Wehavecommittedaterrible

crime)

Ilethimcontinue..
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Guard:uNdlunkuluwuyeowasicelaukuthisibulaleumndeniwakwa

Langa(TheQueenistheonethataskedustokilltheLangafamily)

Istoodup..

Me:Angizwa?(Idon'tcomprehend)

Guard:uNdlunkuluwuyeowasiyalaukuthisibulaleumndeniwakwa

Langa(TheQueenistheonethatcommandedustokilltheLanga

family)

Me:Ngoba?(Why)

Guard:Azangesanikwaisizathu(Shedidn'tgiveusareason)

Me:Ngazinganiukuthinikhulumaiqiniso?(HowdoIknowthat

youtellingthetruth)

Guard:AngekesakhulumaamangaphambikweNkosi(Wewould

neverlieinthepresenceoftheking)

IthoughtforawhileandallmyServantstogetherwiththeguards

theywouldneverlielikethis.Theyknowtheconsequencesoflying

thequestionis..WhywouldtheQueendothis?

_______

KHABO

IfeltlikeIhadnostrengthtocontinuelivingthepainwastoo
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much.ItwaslikebigpieceofmewastakenallIkeptthinking

aboutwasmykidscryingandmymothernotknowingwhattodo

whenthewholefiresituationstarted.Ishould'vebeenthereI

would'vepossiblysavedthemallbygettingthemoutofthehouse

intime.I'vefeltpaininmylifebeforebutthispainwasjustway

toomuch.....

Voice:Khabo..Khabo..

ItsoundedveryfamiliarIopenedmyeyesanditwasmyMom.

Shewassittingonthebed..

Me:Ma?

Shelookedlikeherusualselfbutsomethingwasdifferent.She

couldsee..

Shesmiledatme..

Me:Ma?

Her:Kunjaninganeyami(Howareyoumychild)

Isatupstraightandshookmyhead..

Me:U..Usheleendlininabantwana(Youdiedinthehousewiththe

kids)

Her:Ngiyazi(Iknow)
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Me:Ngiyaxolisakubebengikhonangabeakwenzakalangakonke

lokhu(I'msorryifIwasthere..Noneofthiswould'vehappened)

Her:Ungazibekiicalayonkeintoiyenzekangokuhlelwa(Don'tblame

yourselfeverythinghappensforareason)

Me:AngikhoniMa(Ican'tMa)

Her:KuzomeleuzamenganeyamiwenzeleuQondinoSindi(You

willhavetotryyouneedtodoitforQondisiweandSindi)

Me:KubuhlunguMa(Ithurts)

Her:Ngiyazikodwaimpilongekeibeyimpiloumaubuhlungu

bekungekho(Iknowbutlifewouldn'tbeworthitiftherewasno

pain)

Iwipedmytears..

Her:Ubuhlungubuyakuqinisabukwenzauziboneukuthiwomelele

kangakanani(Lifesharpensyouitmakesyouseehowstrongyou

are)

Shesmiledagain..

Her:Kuningiokumeleukuphilelefuthibakathundayobayakundinga

ungahlaliezwenilethulabafilelyo(There'salotthatyouneedto

liveforthosewholoveyoutheystillneedyou.Don'tbetrapped

intheworldofthedead)
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Sheheldmyhand..

Her:kuzobangconoumakuhambaiskhathikodwavulaintliziyo

yakhoukuzeuphole(Timehealseverythingopenyourheartsothat

youcanheal)

Inodded..

Her:Ngiyakuthandanganeyamifuthingiyaziqhenyangawe(Ilove

youmychildandI'malsoveryproudofyou)

Shestarteddisappearing..

Her:Sohlalasikuweentlizweni(Wewillalwaysbeinyourheart)

Me:Ma....

Shecompletelydisappeared......

IopenedmyeyesIrosemyheadupfromthepillowandlooked

aroundtheroom.IwasaloneImust'vebeendreaming..The

dreamfeltveryrealthough..

.

Tobecontinued

33
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33

QONDISIWE

TheDoctorcametocheckuponmelateronIbahasbeenbymy

sidethewholetime.TheDrwaswhiteandIdidn'tunderstand

muchofwhathesaidbutjudgingfromhowIbawassmiling.I

couldtellthatitwasgoodnews.HewalkedoutandIbaturnedto

me..

Iba:Ksasauyaphuma(tomorrowyougettingdischarged)

Thatwasgoodnews..

Him:Butifyoustarthavingproblemswithyourbreathingyou

comingback..

Icannotwaittogetoutofhere.Hetookoffhissneakersandgot

inthesmallbedwithmeIlaidonhischestandlistenedtohis

heartbeatwhileheplayedwithmyhairbusykissingmeonmy

foreheadhereandthere.It'samazingthatwitheverythingI've

beenthroughIstillendedupwiththebestboyfriend..Iheardhim

yawning..
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Me:Namanjeawukhoniukulala?(evennowyoucan'tsleep)

Him:YabutI'llbefine

WitheverythingthathehasdoneformetheleastIcoulddofor

himistoconnectwithhisancestorsandseewhatisitthatthey

wantfromhim...

Me:Iba?

Him:Ya??

Me:Bengingathandaukuyaeskolweni(Iwouldliketogotoschool)

Him:OkayI'llsortthatout..Asamatteroffact

Hetookouthisphoneanddownloadedsomething..

Him:"Englishfordummies"isikolosiqalamanje(westartingnow)

Me:Okay

Him:Beforewestart..Ngicelaukubuza(canIask)

Me:Buza(Ask)

Him:Thelasttimewewereintimateweneverusedprotectionwhy

ungazithwalanga?(whyaren'tyoupregnant)

Thatfreakedmeoutabit...

Me:Namiangazi(Idon'tknow)
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Heletitslidethatwasarelief.Ihopehewon'tbringitupagain..

____________

KHABONINA

Idecidedtogetoutofbedandbath.IheardLungithisothertime

sayingheboughtafewclothesformeSindihelpedhim.Iwentto

thewardrobeandsearchedthrough.Ifoundsomelongtightsand

at-shirtjustasimpleoutfitwhenyouindoors.Icombedmyhair

nicelyandthenwentdownstairs.Lungi'shouseisbeautifulandbig

it'sonlynowInoticeit.IsawmyNursestandingoutsidesmoking

shehasbeenagreathelp.Sheusedtobathmefeedmeandtalk

tomeevenwhenIwasn'tresponding.Iopenedtheslidingdoor...

Me:Sawubona(greetings)

Sheturnedandlookedatmeallshockedsheputoutthecigarette..

Me:Ungakhathazekiangibonangalutho(don'tworryIdidn'tsee

anything)

Shesmiled..

Her:Khabo..You..Wow

Me:uMaebehlalaethiumaungazizwakahlengconouyenzeinto

oyithandayo(Mymomusedtosayifyounotfeelingwelldo

somethingthatyoulike)
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Her:Uzwakalangathiumfaziobehlakaniphile(shesoundslikea

wisewoman)

Me:Kakhulu(alot)

Her:Manjeufunasenzeni?(Whatwouldyoulikeustodo)

Me:Ngithandaukupheka(Ilikecooking)

Her:Let'sgothen

Sheledmetothekitchenshetookouteverythingthatwewere

goingtoneed.IamnotfamiliarwiththespicesItastedallof

themtoseewhichoneIwouldlike..

Her:IgamalamiuBetty(mynameisBetty)

Me:IgamalamiuKhabo(MynameisKhabo)

Shelaughed..

Her:Ngathiumsebenziwamiuphelilela(seemslikemyworkis

donehere)

Me:Cha..Bengingathandaukuthiuchubekeniyathandaukubanawe

(No..Iwouldlikeyoutocontinue

Sponsored

ItastedallofthemtoseewhichoneIwouldlike..

Her:IgamalamiuBetty(mynameisBetty)
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Me:IgamalamiuKhabo(MynameisKhabo)

Shelaughed..

Her:Ngathiumsebenziwamiuphelilela(seemslikemyworkis

donehere)

Me:Cha..Bengingathandaukuthiuchubekeniyathandaukubanawe

(No..IwouldlikeyoutocontinueIlikehavingyouaround)

HonestlyspeakingIdon'tthinkIwouldlikebeingalonebeing

alonewithmythoughtsIwillgocrazy.Ineedsometimeand

havingsomeonetotalktooeverydaywilldefinitelyhelp...

______________________________

MAKHOSAZANA(THEQUEEN)

TheguardsforcefullybroughtmeintotheKing'spresence.They

threwmedown.Iwasconfusedwhyaretheyhandlingmelikethis?

I'mtheQueenforGoodnesssake!!!

IlookedatmyHusbandIdidn'trecognizehimanymore.Isaw

rageinhiseyes..

Me:Babakwenzakalani(What'shappening)

Him:NkosiuNgwane

Iswallowed..
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Me:NkosiuNgwanekwenzakalani(MyKingwhat'shappening)

Him:Ngizokubuzaumbuzoucabangekahlengaphambikokuthi

uPhendule(Iamgoingtoaskyouaquestionthinkcarefullyabout

youranswer)

Iknewexactlywhathewasgoingtoaskme..

Him:Nguweothumeleizisebenziukuthiziyobulalaumndeniwakwa

Langa(AreyoutheresponsibleforthedeathoftheLangafamily)

Ididn'tanswer..

Him:Ngekengiziphinde(Iwon'trepeatmyself)

TheGuardssoldmeout..Ihungmyheadinshame..

Me:YeboNkosiyami(YesmyKing)

Ilookedathimandheswallowedfightingbacktears.NowIhave

togobacktomyvillage..

Me:Ngizoyoqoqa(I'mgoingtopack)

Him:Cha(No)

Ishegivingmeasecondchance?

Him:Uzovalelwaksasaekuseniuzobulawaukhandwengamatshe

(Yougoingtobelockeduptomorrowmorningyouwillbestoned

todeath)
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Ishookmyhead..

Me:Bekuyiphutha!(Itwasamistake)

King:Mthatheni(Takeheraway)

Theguardsdraggedmeout..

Me:Bekuyiphutha!(Itwasamistake)

____________

KHABONINA

IwasreallyhavingfunwithBettyIdidn'tknowthatshewasa

goodcooktoo..

Me:Kunukakamnandi(Itsmellsnice)

Her:Youdidmostofthework

Shepassedmetheglassofwine..

Me:Changiyabonga(nothankyou)

Her:Kancancenje(justalittle)

Itookitandsippedalittleitwasbitter.Iclosedmyeyesshe

laughed..

Me:Iphuzwakanjaniintoenje(Howdoyoudrinksuchabitter

thing)
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Her:Uzazeuyijwayele(Youwillgetusedtoit)

Weheardthedoorbellringing..

Her:I'llcheck

Shewenttoopen..

Betty:Goodafternoon

Voice:Afternoon

Bettysteppedbackandthewomanmadeherwayin..Bettyclosed

thedoor.Ilookedathershewasbeautiful.Shewasalsodressed

beautifulherbagmatchedherheels..

Betty:I'mBetty

Her:I'mMrsBiyelaLungi'sMother

Bettyputherglassonthecounter..

Betty:Wowuhm..NicetomeetyouMam'

ThewaythatBettysuddenlytrembledinthepresenceofthis

womanIknewthatshewasimportant.Veryimportant..She

walkeduptomewithherheelsmakingnoise..

Her:Khabo..Right?

Inodded..Iextendedmyhandtoher..
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Her:Pleasechild..

Shehuggedme..

Her:Wedon'tdohugswithfamily

Shebrokethehug...

Her:Wowit'snicetofinallymeetyou

Shelookedatmefromheadtotoe..

Her:NowIseewhymySonismesmerized

Ijustfakedasmile..

Her:Ohwwell..IthinkIwouldalsolikeaglassofwine

Betty:I'llpouryouaglass

Shelookedatmeagain..

Her:YouandIwegoingtobegoodfriends..MySonsdating

sistersthat'sveryrare.NowIknowverywellthatwitchcraftexists

ShethenwalkedawayandwenttothelivingIlookedatBetty.

Sheshruggedhershoulders...

.

Tobecontinued
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34

34

THEKING

IwentdowntowhereweholdprisonersIdeservesomedamn

answersfromthiswomanbeforeherfatetomorrowmorning.She

wastobestonedexactlyat5amshewillbeaperfectexample

thatinthisvillagewedon'tkillinnocentpeople.Shegotupand

walkedtothebarsshewaschainedbothherlegsandfeet.Ican

tellthatshehadbeencrying..

Me:Yinganiwenzeintoembikanje?(whydidyoudosucha

terriblething)

Her:BengazingawenoWinnie(IknewaboutyouandWinnie)

Buthow?Peoplewhoknewthatsecretaredeadandonehas

beenbanishedfromthisvillage..
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Me:Wazekanjani?(howdidyouknow)

Her:uNowisa

Thatwasstrange..

Her:ufikileephuphenilami(shecametomydream)

Itdoesn'tmatterifsheknewthetruthornotthefactstillremains

thatshehasinnocentbloodinherhands..

Her:Benginolaka(Iwasangry)

Thatwasnotanexcuse..

Her:Yingakhongenzelokhuengikwenzile(that'swhyIdidwhatI

did)

ThiswomanI'vesharedabedwithherforaverylongtimethat

meansshewould'vekilledmetoo...

____________

KHABONINA

Lungi'smotherwentonandonaboutthingsthatdidn'tmake

sensethingsIcouldn'tevenengagein.Ihadbeensinceholding

myglassofwineanddrinkingfromitterribleasitwasbutitwas

betterthantoleratingLungi'sMother.Theovenwentoffindicating

thatourchickenwasready.BettywantedtogoandcheckbutI
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offeredjustsoIcangetawayfromthiswoman.Sheevendelayed

uswhenitcametoourcooking..Iwenttothekitchentotakeout

thechickenfromtheovenwhenLungiwalkedin.Hewasstunned

tofindmeinthekitchentodayhe'searly.Idon'tthinkthataman

cantoleratewhatthismanhasbeentoleratingwithmehewas

alwaysthereformeandnotevenoncedidheleavemysideonly

whenhewenttowork..

Him:Ngiyaphuphanoma(AmIdreaming)

Me:Cha..(No)

Hewalkeduptomeandputhishandonmycheek...

Him:Unjani?Ukahle?(Howareyou?Areyouwell)

Ismiled..

Me:Ng-

HisMomwalkedin..

Her:Lungi

Lungi:Ma...

Shepushedmeoutofthewayandhuggedhim..

Her:Howwaswork?

Lungi:Whatareyoudoinghere?
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Shesqueezedhischeek..

Her:DoIneedareasontoseemySon?

Isteppedback..Shelookedatthechicken..

Her:Itsmellsnice

Lungiwalkeduptome..

Lungi:MathisisKhabo

Sheturnedandlookedatmeasiflikeshedidn'tknowthatIhad

beenstandingthere...

Her:OhwyesKhabo..I'vealreadymether

Shefakedasmile..

Ma:She'slovely

Lungi:LetmegoandtakeaquickshowerthenI'lljoinyouguys

fordinner

Hekissedmeonthecheekandwalkedupstairshismomcame

andputherarmonmyshoulders..

Her:Howsweet..

Isighed..

___________
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QONDISIWE

IopenedmyeyesIhadagoodrestthistimearound.Tomy

surpriseNowisawasstandingnexttomybedshewasdripping

wet..

Me:Nowisa

Sheputherhandsonmeandstartedstranglingmeshepressed

mehardagainstthepillowthatIcouldn'tevenbreathIcouldn't

getherhandsoffmenorscream....

Ifeltsomeonegentlyshakingme..

Voice:Qondisiwe

IopenedmyeyesanditwastheNurse..

Her:uRightSisi?(Areyouokay)

Irosemyheadupfromthepillow..

Her:ubuphuphasisi(youweredreaming)

Itouchedmynecklaceitwasglowing.Ilookedatthefloor.Itwas

wetcoulditbethatshewashere???

Nurse:ComeonI'vebroughtyourdinner

Shepushedthetrolleyandplaceditnexttome..

Itookadeepbreathandexhaled..
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____________

KHABONINA

Wewerenowgatheredaroundthetable

Sponsored

I'vebroughtyourdinner

Shepushedthetrolleyandplaceditnexttome..

Itookadeepbreathandexhaled..

____________

KHABONINA

WewerenowgatheredaroundthetableLungiwassittingnextto

me.Bettyleftaboutanhourago..Ilookedatthemastheyused

theforkandknifeIwasclueless.Lungiheldmyhand..

Him:Ukahle?(Areyouokay)

Ismiledathim..

MrsB:SoKhabowheredidyoustudy?

Ilookedather..

Lungi:Ma

Her:Ngiyabuzanjekphela(I'mjustasking)
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Lungi:uKhaboathervillagetheydidn'thaveschools

Her:Ohwmanjeuzokhonakanjani?(Howisshegoingtosurvive)

Lungi:She'sgoingtobeokay

Her:I'mjustaskingbecauseifthingsgetseriousbetweenyoutwo

shewillhavetodoappearancesandifshedoesn'tknowEnglish

howisshegoingtominglewithourbusinessassociates?..Imean

uNokuthulaatleastshewas-

Lungi:Ma!!!

Me:Nokuthula?

Her:Lungi'sfiancé

Lungi:Exfiancé

Her:fiancéuzobuyanjekungekudalangobamelebashade(She's

goingtocomebacksoonbecausetheyhavetogetmarried)

Lungi:That'senoughMa!!!

Me:Ngicelaukunishiyakancance(Excuseme)

Igotupandwalkedaway..

Lungi:Seewhatyou'vedone?

Her:Youwerekeepingitasecret?
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IrememberseeingsomefemaleclothesinthewardrobeIthought

thatit'stheclothesheboughtformewithmySister.Lookingat

themnowtheywereabitsmallerandtheylookedexpensive.I

wenttothedressingtablehermakeupandjeweleryeverything

wasstillthere..Lungiwalkedin..

Me:Yiniungang'tshelanga(Whydidn'tyoutellme)

Him:Angik'tshelangangobaakabalulekanga(Ididn'ttellyou

becauseshe'snotimportant)

Me:Yonkeintoyakheilananjena(Everythingofhersisstillhere)

Him:Okaylook..Khaboyesbekukhonaumuntuempilweniyam

kodwaokwakudalalokho(Onceuponatimetherewassomeonein

mylifebutthat'soldnewsnow)

Me:Kuzokwenzakalaniumaebuya?(What'sgoingtohappenwhen

shecomesback)

Heheldbothmyhands..

Him:Uzobuyelaukuthathaizintozakhe(She'sgoingtocomeback

andtakeherthings)

Thiswasjusttoomuch..

Him:Ngicelaungithembefuthiungalalelikonkeokukhulunywawu

Ma(Pleasetrustmeanddon'tbelieveeverythingthatmyMom
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says)

Hehuggedme..

Him:IloveyouandIlongchoseyouuNoksismypast

Ididn'tfeelgoodaboutthis..

______

KING

Veryearlyinthemorningat5amTheQueenwasalready

surroundedatthestable.TheguardswaitedformyorderInodded

andtheystartedthrowingstonesather.Thestoneswerelanding

oneverypartofherbodyshehadnowheretoescapesoallthat

shecoulddowastotoleratethepainandpraythatshedies

quicker.Shestartedscreamingasshecrawledonthegrounda

fewstoneslandedonherfaceandheadandthatputherdown.

Shelaiddownallcrying.IsawNomarunningandmakingherway

towardsusmostofthevillagersweretherewitnessingeverything.

Twoofthefemaleservantsheldherback..

Noma:Maaaaa!!!(crying)

Shelookedatme..

Noma:Wenzani?(Whatareyoudoing)

IlookedattheQueenonelasttimeandthenIwalkedaway..
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Noma:Angekengakuxolelangalokhuokwenzayo(I'llneverforgive

youforthis)

Me:Ngiyazi(Iknow)

Ievenfeellikethisisnotenoughdespiteeverythingthathappened

betweenWinnieandI.Myloveforherwasalwaysthere..

.

Tobecontinued

35

35

QONDISIWE

[2MONTHSLATER]

Thingswerestartingtobebetterandtherewasabitofpeace.

Nowisaisverypowerfulherstrengthsurpassesalltheother

GuardianscombinedsowhenIgotdischargedorafewweeks

afterbeingdischargedIwentbacktothevillagetoconsultwith
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thepreviousGuardians...

SincefromthenI'vebeenprayingwithRedandwhitecandles

mainlyforprotection.IpraytotheGodofmyforefathersandmy

GuardianAngels(Ancestors)Ialsoburnanincensetoconnect

withthemandchaseawaybadspirits.Thenecklacewasblessed

bythemtoprotectmeandalsotoconnectwiththemwhereverI

am.Iwassurprisedtoseethatmygiftofhealingisstillwithme

andthatIcanstillhealbutInolongerthrowbonesandIuse

waterfromtheriverwhichisstockedupinmyPrayerroom.YesI

nowhaveaprayerroom.IfthewaterfinishesandIcan'tgetto

theriverIuseplainwaterandblessitthencalluponallthe

GuardianstoblessitexceptforNowisa.IbaisstillnotforwhoI

ambutwhatIlikeisthatheallowsmetopracticewhatIknow

underhisroofbutIhaven'tdoneanyconsultationsathishouse.

I'vejusthadafewhousecalls..

TodayitwasMondaymorningandIwasstartingwithschoolit

wasmyfirstdayatschool.Ihadlearnedalotinashortspaceof

timeI'mgettingbetterwithEnglishandotherthingsIbahasbeen

agreathelp.IalsohaveaphoneI'mbothonFacebookand

TwitternotcountingwhatsApp.Imostlyusesocialmediatohelp

peoplewhentheyinboxmewithconsultationssofarIhavealot

offollowersonmyFacebookpageabout15000and8000

followersonTwitter.IevenknowJohannesburgabitbetternow
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thelifehereistrulydifferent..Myschoolisspeciallyfor"slow

learners"that'showIbacallsit.WhatIlikeisthatIwon'tstart

fromthebeginningI'llhavetodobasiceducationayearandif

theyseethatI'mcapablethenI'llbeenrolledingrade10then11

andfinally12.IfIflunkI'llhavetorepeatthebasiceducation

stageagain.Basiceducationpreparesyouforgrade10theyteach

youthingsthatarebasiclikeyourmathsEnglishetc.Icansayit's

grade78and9combinedthenyougetacertificateandifyou've

passeditwillgrantyoutogotoanyschoolofyourchoiceto

enrollforgrade10oryoucancontinuewiththesameschool.I

didn'tcareaboutwhatIwasgoingtodoIwasjusthappythatI'll

begoingtoschool..AtfirstIstruggledtofindmyfirstclassIhad

togoaroundsearchingandwhenIdidfindit.Itlookedlike

everyonewasalreadythere.WhenIwalkedineveryonelookedat

methosewhoweretalkingstoppedtalkingandlookedatme.I

gotscaredIthoughtthatsomethingwaswrongwithme.Idoa

bitofmakeupnottoomuchthough.Sinditaughtme.Ilooked

aroundforanemptyseatonewasatthefrontIwalkedtosit

there.Ididn'tdaretoturnwhatisitthattheywerelookingat?Is

mymakeupwrong?ButSindiisaprowhenitcomestothat.She

wouldn'tteachmewrongthingstheclasswasmakingmefeel

veryuncomfortable.ItookoutmyphoneIhadnomissedcallnot

evenatextfromIba.ThelasttimeIsawIbawasyesterdayduring

thedaywhenhewentoutwithhisfriendsafterthatIheard
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nothingfromhim.Hedidn'tevensleepathome.Ihopeheisokay

whereverheis...

_____________

KHABONINA

Lungi:IswearthatIputmytiesom-

Ihandedittohim..

Him:WhatwouldIdowithoutyou?

GoingbacktomyvillagetoburywhatremainedofmyMotherand

mykidswasdifficultitwasmoredifficulthearingthattheQueen

didthis.Butastimewentonitgoteasiertolivewiththepain

especiallysincetheQueenpaidforwhatshedid.Lungihad

suggestedtherapyIonlywenttwiceandIstopped.Idon'tknow

maybeit'showwegrewupbutIdidn'tfeelcomfortabletalking

withastrangerabouteverythingmaybeit'showwegrewupbutI

didn'tfeelcomfortabletalkingwithastrangerabouteverythingI

finditbettertalkingtoLungiandBetty.SpeakingofBettyweare

nowverygoodfriendsshe'sevenhelpingmethroughwithmy

studies.I'mbeinghomeschooledbyher.She'snotateacher

she'sanursebutsheknowsalotshe'seducatedsoIenjoybeing

taughtbyher.

IhavefallenverymuchinlovewithcookingandbakingsoonI'll
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begoingtoaculinaryschooltolearnmore.Idon'tknowifthey

goingtotakemewithnoeducationIjustwannalearnmoreabout

cookingsothatIcanopenmyownsmallrestaurantastimegoes

on..Ifixedhistieforhim...Hekissedmyhand..

Him:Thankyou

Sincethingsarebetterwithmewehavebeenveryregularinthe

lovemakingdepartmentbutwealwaysuseprotection.Idon't

thinkI'mreadytohavekidsanytimesoonnotafterwhat

happened.Lungipackedeverythingthatbelongedtohisexandput

itintheguestroomIredecoratedthebedroomtogetridofher

memories.Iwantedustostartonacleanslateandwedid.His

MomisstillapainintheAssbutIdon'tgivehermuchofmy

attentionIdon'tevenlethergettome....

Me:Thereyougo

HewasimpressedeverytimewhenIspeakEnglishitfascinateshim.

Ithasbeendifficulttrustmelearningatmyageisnotawalkin

theparkbutI'mgivingitallmybest..Hepulledmeclosertohim

andkissedmeIwasstillwearingmynightgownwithnothing

underneath.HetriedtotakeitoffbutIstoppedhim..

Me:Iskhathisikushiyile(Youlate)

Him:Just5min
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Hekissedmeonmyneck..

Me:Memorialserviceremember?

Oneofthebigshareholdersinhiscompanywasgunneddownlast

weekithappensthathewasalsoLungi'sformerfatherinlaw...

Him:Andthenthere'sthat

Me:Ngizokubonalate(I'llseeyoulater)

Hekissedmeagain..

Him:Lateritis

Me:Bye

Him:Iloveyou

Me:Iloveyoutoo

HetoldmeeverythingthathisexusedtodotohimLungiisa

goodguyIdon'tknowwhyhisexwaslikethattohim.Whatkind

ofawomanwoulddisrespecthermanlikethat?Especiallysucha

powerfulman?I'mgladshemesseduporIwouldn'thavegotten

him.

___________

QONDISIWE

IwashappywhenourTeachershowedupalltheawkwardness



378

seizedintheroom.Helookedyoungbutnottooyounghecould

beinhismid30s.LookedlikeheisKhaboandLungi'sagegroup..

Him:GoodmorningclassandsorrythatI'mlate

Heputhisbagonhistablehewentandtookthechalk.He

startedwritingonthechalkboard..

Him:MynameisNtsika..NtsikaSodlaka

Heputthechalkdownandlookedatus..

Him:Ihatebeingcalled"MrSodlaka"someofyouareolderthan

mebuthey..

Heshruggedhisshoulders..

Him:Whatcanwesay?

HewentandsatontopofhistableIdon'tunderstandwhy

becausetherewasachairatthetable..

Him:Wegonnastartfromthecornertherepleaseintroduce

yourself

Thefirstpersonstooduphesaidhisname&surname.Sodlaka

wouldjustnodandthequeuewenton.Iwassittingatthemiddle

inthefrontrowafterthesecondpersonitwasmyturntostand

upandintroducemyself.Myheartstartedbeatingfasttheygoing

togivemethoselooksagain.Whatiftheylaugh?Dammit!!I
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should'vewentandwashedoffthemakeup.Istoodupveryslowly

Iswallowedfirstbeforesayinganything.Iwasevenshaking..

Me:QondisiweLanga

Hewaslookingatthetextbookthathewasholdingthanlooking

atmeafterthefirstpersonhejusttookthetextbookandpaged

throughbuthewouldnodafterthepersonhasspoken..

Him:Pleasespeakup

Ididn'tevenrealizethatmyvoicewaslowIwasverynervous..

Icleardmythroat..

Me:QondisiweLanga

Hemovedhiseyesfromthetextbookandlookedatmethereitis

thatlookeveryonehasbeengivingmesinceIwalkedin..He

closedhistextbookwithhiseyesstillfixedonme..

Him:ThatwasbetterQondisiweLanga

Ididn'tsayanythingIjustsatdownhiseyesdidn'tmovefrom

meuntilthenextpersonstoodupandspoke....

__________

IBANATHI

Ifeltsomeoneshakingme..
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Voice:Ibawakeup!!

Ittookmeawhiletoopenmyeyeswhenmyeyeslandedon

SindiIfreakedout..

Me:Sindi?

Shewasstandingnexttothebedwearingnothingbuther

underwearshedidn'tevenhaveabraon.IlookedatmyselfandI

wastotallynakedIjumpedfromthebedandtookthesheetI

coveredmylowerbody.Istoodthereandmybangingheadache

wasthelastthingIfocusedonrightnow..

Me:Sindi..Whatthefuckareyoudoinghere?

Shebrushedherweavebackandbitherlowerlipsheseemed

confusedthesamewayIwasconfused..

Her:Ibawhathappenedlastnight?

Ilookedaroundourclotheswerescatteredaroundonthefloor.On

thesmalltabletherewasabottleofchampagneafewcider

bottlesandabottleofHennesseythatwashalfempty.ThenIsaw

cocainetoo..Wewereinahotelroom..

Sindi:Ibawhathappenedlastnight?

Thisisnothappening...Asongwasplayingonmyphonethatwas

onmytablenexttomycardandcarkeys..
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"Thesexsogood

Goandpatyourselfontheback

Andthemhaaaterstheygonhate

Butwejustgonkeeponblowingupcausegirl

Theygonhateanyway

Youarenowrockingwiththebest(bestbestbest...)

I'llmakeyouforgetabouttherest

Havingsexwithyouislikemakinhits"

.

Tobecontinued

36
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36

IBANATHI

WhatIrememberfromlastnightwasthatmyfriendsandIwere

attheclubcelebratingoneofmyfriend'sbirthdaythenSindiand

herfriendscamealongtojoinussincetheyslayqueensmyfriend

invitedthemoverforentertainment.Afterthatweallwenttothe

hoteltochillhowSindiandIendedupinbedIhavenoidea

becausewewereignoringeachotheralmostthewholenight.Ihad

calledmyfriendhetoldmethattheyallbookeddifferentrooms

sincetheyweregettingsomesaidIwasfuckeduponcokeand

Sindiwaspassedoutonthecouchsotheyleftus.Thiswhole

situationwasamessIevendrovehertothepharmacytogeta

morningafterpillbecauseIdoubtweusedacondomIdidn'thave

anyImeanIhadnointentionsofcheatingonQondi.Shit!talking

aboutQondiIdidn'tevendrivehertoschoolit'sherfirstdayand

Iwassupposedtotakehertoschool.UponcheckingmyphoneI

had2missedcallsfromher.Onefromlastnightthenanotherone

thismorning.Idon'tevenknowwhatI'mgoingtosaytoherI

don'tknowhowI'mgoingtolookather.IwatchedSindiasshe

drankwewereleaningagainstmycarIwasparkedatthegarage..

Me:Qondishouldneverknowaboutlastnight

Her:Never!!
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(Silence)

Her:IlovemysistersincemymompassedonI'mleftwithher

andKhabo.Idon'twannamessanythingup

IfKhabofindsoutaboutthisshe'sgoingtokillmeandImeanit..

Him:blockmynumber

Her:Dosotoo

Weblockedeachotherfromeverything...

Me:ThisneverhappenedIloveyoursisterwithallmyheart

Her:ItwillendupbetweenyouandI

Me:Andmyfriends

Iknowmyfriendsdon'thaveabigmouthwhatwedowedon't

telloneachother..

Me:Ican'tdriveyoutoyourflat

IgavehermoneyforanUber..

Her:Thankyou

Me:Bye

Her:Bye

IgotinmycarasshecalledforanUber..
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____________

QONDISIWE

Sodlakawasteachingusmathsitseemedeasybutonmyside

andafewothersitwaslightsout.Thisisgoingtobeharderthan

Ithought.Ilookedaroundandwewerenowlike3intheclass

busycopingdowneverythingfromthechalkboardtoourbooks.

ThiswasembarrassingIwasalreadylateforthenextclass.

ActuallyitwasFustratingSodlakawassittingonhistablewithhis

textbook.Theotherstudentswerealreadystandingoutside

waitingforustofinishtheywereevenpeepingthroughthe

windowandbusymakingslycomments.Thiswasembarrassing..I

rubbedmyhandstogetherbecausetheyweresweating..

Voice:"Ndithendakuyibonalenzwakazikwqaqambaintliziyo..

Ndithendakuyibonalenzwakazikwaxegaamadolo"

ThatwasaverynicevoiceIraisedmyheadtoseewhereitwas

comingfrom.ItwasSodlaka.Hewasstillconcerntratingonhis

textbook.HestoppedsingingIwentbacktowritinghestarted

singingagain..

"UbuhlebalenzwakaziBuhlebalenzwakazi"

Hereallyhadanicevoice.Oneofthestudentsoutsideknockedon

thewindowSodlakaclosedhistextbook..
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Him:Yintoningoku(Whatisitnow)

Hegotdownfromthetableandwentoutsidetotalktothemthey

weremakingsoomuchnoiseIcouldn'tfocus.Icouldn'tbreath

andIsuddenlyfelthot..IclosedmybookashecamebackinI

closedmyeyesandsaidalittleprayer..

Sodlaka:Langa

IopenedmyeyesIsawafewguysstandingbythedoorlooking

atme.Theywereabout5orso..Hewalkeduptome..

Him:Areyouokay?

Hestoodrightatmytableandlookedatme.

Me:I'm..

Iclearedmythroat..Thiswastoomuch..

Itookmybookandmybagthenmademywayout..

Him:Langa

IwalkedoutwhilelookingdownIheardthemwhistlingsomeeven

triedtotouchme.

Sodlaka:Heyheyhey!!

Hehadadeepvoicesothatwasabitscary.

Hewasreprimandingthem.Iranstraighttothetoiletswhile
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crying..IgottothetoiletsandtookoutmyphoneItriedcalling

SindiandthenIbabuttheybothdidn'tpickup.Ithencalled

Khabo..Ihadlockedmyselfinoneofthetoilets...

Khabo:Nanaawukhoeskolweni?(Aren'tyouatschool)

Me:Ican'tdothisKhabo(Crying)

Her:YiniQondi(What'swrong)

Me:I'mstupidkhabo

Her:AwuuQondiungakhuluminjalo(don'ttalklikethat)

Me:Kunzima(It'sdifficult)

Her:It'sonlyyourfirstnjenaitwillgetbetter

Me:Idon'tknowIjustwannaleave

Her:Haikethat'snotanoption

Iwipedmytears...

Her:Don'tgiveupNanaI'msureksasakuzobangcono(Tomorrow

itwillbealright)

Me:Okay

Her:Ukuphi?(Whereareyou)

Me:atthetoilets
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Her:Gobacktoclass

Me:Allthestudentsaregivingmeweirdlooks

Shelaughed..

Me:Qondigobacktoclassandcallmebackafterclass

Me:Okay

Her:Askiesshamenana

Me:It'sokay

Her:Bye

Me:Bye

_________

LUNGISA

Ilookedatthetimeitwasonlyafewminuteslefttogotothe

memorialservice.Itwasjustawkwardathowmyfatherinlaw

diedgunneddown?Ionlysuspectedonepersonandthatismy

Mother.Ibamadehiswayinhelookedlikecrap.Heclosedthe

doorandlockedit.Ilookedathim...

Him:Bro

Me:Whatisit?Younotevendressedforthememorialservice
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Ibadoesn'thavehisprioritiesstraighthedoesn'tshowupmostof

thetimeforworkIdon'tthinkheknowswhathewantsinlife..

Iba:Fuckthememorialservice

Hewasallworkedup..

Me:What'swrong?

Him:Thisshallendupbetweenus

Me:Whatdidyoudo?

Him:I..IsleptwithSindi

Me:Youdidwhat?

Him:IknowMan

Me:WhywouldyousleepwithQondi'sSister?

Him:Idon'tknowwhathappenedBro

Hehitthetable..

Him:Shit!!!!

Me:Didyouuseprotectionatleast?

Him:Idon'tthinksobutshetookthepill

Me:That'snotthepointIbaSindicouldbesick.She'saslay

queenshesleepswithdifferentguysIdoubtsomeuseprotection.



389

Iftheypayingsomewouldwantitraw..Howcouldyoubeso

carelessifyousickyougoingtomakeaninnocentgirlsick!!!

Herubbedhisfacewithhishands..

Me:Youneedtogoandgettested!!

Him:Thisismessedup!

Me:HowamIgoingtokeepthisfromKhabo?

Him:Younotsupposedtotellanyone!Nomatterhowherpussyis

niceandyourunoutofthingstosaydon'tbringthisup!

Iloosenedmytie..

Me:Qondisiweisaverynicegirlandverybeautifuldoyouknow

howmanyguysareeyeingher

Him:Iknowthat!Don'tyouthinkIknowthat?

Me:Gettestedandthenwewillpraythatyoursecretdoesn't

comeoutshegoingtoleaveyou..She'snolongerthatnaïve

Hesatdown..

Him:Howdidthishappen

Me:Youreallyfuckedupthistimearound!

____________
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QONDISIWE

ThenextperiodwasEnglishIdon'tthinkI'llevergetusedto

peoplestarringatme.AtleastthistimearoundIwasn'tsittingat

thefrontandtheteacherwalkedinimmediatelyafterme.Itwasa

woman..

Shefirstlookedatusandthenshegreetedus.Wegreetedback...

Her:IamMrsMalopeandI'llbeteachingyouguysEnglish

Sheheldoutatextbooktous..

Her:Thisisatextbookthatyouguyswillhavetobuyitwillhelp

youalot

Shewalkedaroundinbetweenusbusyshowingusthetextbook..

Her:Wedon'tspeakanyAfricanlanguageinclasswe...

Shelookedatmeherewegoagain...

Her:I'msorrywhoareyou?

Me:I'm..I'mQondisiweLanga

Shenodded..

Her:YouverybeautifulQondisiwe

Me:Thankyou
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Iheardafewpeopleagreeingwithher..

Her:WowI'veneverseensuchbeautybefore

Me:Thankyou

Her:I'veseenbeautifulgirlsbeforebutyou..There'ssomething

aboutyourbeauty

Me:Thankyou

Her:Okaymovingalong

ThiswasabitweirdI'msurethey'veseenbeautifulgirlsbefore

andIcanpointoutafewintheclass..

.

Tobecontinued

37



392

37

QONDISIWE

ItgotbettereventuallyespeciallywhenIcalledKhaboafterevery

period.ItwaslunchtimenowandIwassittingalonemostgirls

weresittingtogetherandsoweretheboys.Iwascarryinga

lunchboxtoavoidlookingforshopsonmyfirstday.Yesafew

eyeswereonmeIdon'tknowwhenI'mgoingtogetusedto

that..AsIwassittingsomegirlwalkeduptomesheevenlooked

abitscared..

Her:Hi

Ismiled..

Me:Hello

Shesmiledback..

Her:CanIsitnexttoyou?

Inodded..

Her:Akhona

Me:Qondisiwe

Weshookhands..

Her:YaziIwasscaredtocometoyou
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Me:Why?

Her:Youverybeautifulandmostgirlswhoarebeautifularefullof

themselves

Ilaughed..

Her:Youbelongthereinthat"coolcrew"

Me:Iwon'tfitin

Shetookoutalunchboxtooweexchangedsandwiches..Akhona

seemssmartIdon'tknowwhatshe'sdoinghereinthisschool..

Her:Haveyouthoughtaboutbeingamodel?

Me:Awhat?

Shetookoutherphoneandshowedmeafewpictures..

Me:Angicabanginjeukuthathaizithombengincunusoforabantu

bonke(Idon'tthinkIcantakehalfnakedpicturesforpeople)

Webothlaughed.ThankGodI'vemadeafriend..WesawMr

SodlakawalkingwithanotherTeacher..

Akhona:IthinkI'mgoingtoenjoymathsheishandsomeandhis

voicegirl

Me:Haiwenaheisourteacher

Her:Wepracticallyinhighschool..Asiphilekancane(Let'slivea
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little)

Ilaughed..

Me:Haichangiyabonga(Nothankyou)

Anothergirljoinedus..

Her:Kudliwani?(Whatareweeating)

Webothlookedathershockedshedidn'tevengreetus..Shetook

mylunchboxandstartedeatingIlookedatAkhona..

Girl:Yinimanje?(What'swrongnow)

Akhona:I'msorrybutwhoareyou?

Girl:Nesizuluungasikhulumasingaphandle(YoucanspeakZuluwe

outside)

Shethenlookedatme..

Her:Yaziyouarewhattheycall"Indoni"ngesizulu..UmuhleQ

njengendoniyamanzi(YoubeautifulQlikeaGuardian)

Akhona:Butwhoareyou?

Her:MynameisHappy

Somethinginmyheartmovedforsomereasonshedidremindme

ofHappy.Theymightnotlookalikebutherpersonalityandhow

shetalksit'sexactlylikeHappy..
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Akhona:Akhona

Ismiledather..

Me:Qondisiwe

Happy:IknowNdoniyamanzi

Akhona:Ndoniyamanzi?

Happy:Uhlalaphi?(Wheredoyoustay)

Me:IndoniYamanziisaverybeautifulgirl

Akhona:Ohhitmakessense

Happy:Yazithosegirlsaregossingaboutyou?Ufunasibalande?

(doyouwantustogetthem)

Me:Cha..Asibayeke(let'sleavethem)

Happy:Asidlenike(Let'scontinueeating)

Nowmydaywasgettingbetter..

__________

SINDISIWE

Ihavebeenstrugglingforthepast2months.Myministerof

financejustleftmehangingbecausehiswifefoundoutaboutusI

meanIhavealifetomaintain.Rentisexpensiveandfinding
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anotherministeroffinanceisgoingtobeverydifficult..Iheard

someoneknockingIfreakedout..IwenttoopenitwasMrsBiyela..

Shewalkedin..

Her:Isitdone?

Inodded..

Her:Didyourecord?

Itookoutmyphoneandshowedher..

Her:Good

Me:Mymoney?

Shetookoutanenvelopeandhandedittome..

Me:Thankyou

Her:Younotpregnantareyou?

Me:NoMam'

Her:Good..Onedownonemoretogo

IhatedoingthistomysisterbutIwasdesperate.Qondisiwehas

abigheart

Sponsored

andhonestlyIdon'tlikeIbaforher.Yesthiswillbreakherbut



397

shewilleventuallyforgivemeI'mprovingtoheralsothatIbais

nottobetrusted.Ifhecansleepwithmehecansleepwith

anyoneelse..Qondisiwedeservessomeonebetter

_________

LUNGISA

IlookedaroundandmyMotherwasn'tanywheretobeseenthis

makesherlookmoreguilty.Thiswholeshitwasboringpeople

weretalkingabouthimasiflikehewasthebestpersonwhilsthe

wasshit.ItookoutmyphoneandwentonWhatsApp.

************WhatsApp*********

Me:Thisthingisboringcan'tIskipitandcomehavefunwithyou?

Khabo:Lolnoucan'tskip

Me:It'sboring

Khabo:YoutheCEOuyakhumbula?(doyouremember)

Me:Whatareyoudoing?

Khabo:ShoppingwithBetty

Me:Buysomethingsexyfortonight

****************

Speaker:NowwegoingtowelcometheCEOMrLungisaBiyela
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ThatcaughtmeoffguardIdidn'tknowthattheyputmeinthe

program.IsaidmygoodbyestoKhaboandthenwalkedtothe

frontIdon'tevenknowwhatI'mgoingtosayaboutthisman

whomademylifedifficult.Howabout"Goodriddincetorubbish"

___________

QONDISIWE

MyphonerangasweweregoingtoclassitwasIba..

Me:I'llcatchupwithyouguysit'smyboyfriend

Akhona:Youhaveaboyfriend?

Happy:Areyouseriouslysurprised?Iwasthinkingshehas

boyfriends

Me:I'llbethereguys

Akhona:I'llsaveyouaseat

Happy:Kissingassarewe?

Theywalkedaway..

Akhona:Isawherfirstsoshe'smybesty

Happy:Tryme

Iansweredmyphone..
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Me:Iba

Him:Mylove

Me:Areyouokay?Bengikhathazekilengawe(Iwasworriedabout

you)

Him:I'msorryloveIjusthadtoomuchfun

Me:Aslongasyouokay

Him:Howdidyougettoschool?

Me:Taxi

Him:I'mnothappyaboutthatI'msurethetaxidriverswere

thirstingyou..WhenisyourlastclassI'llfetchyou

Me:At14-

Voice:Langa

Ifreakedout..Iturnedandlookedathimalmostdroppingmy

phone..

Him:Wenzanintoningaphandleshouldn'tyoubeinclass?

Me:I..Uhm

Him:Wereyoucrying?

Iba:Whoisthat?
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Sodlaka:Youreyestheyshowthatyou'vebeencrying

Me:NoI..Iwasn'treallycrying

Iba:Qondi??

Ihungup...

Sodlaka:Gobacktoclass

Me:YesSir

ImademybacktoclassIbacalledagainbutIignoredhiscall..I

rushedbacktoclassAkhonaraisedupherhandandIwenttosit

withthem..

Happy:Thatwasaquickcall

Theothergirlslookedatusoneofthemstartedtalking.Lookslike

sheistheleader..

Girl:Phelawegonnawalkinlatetoeveryclasssowecan

advertiseourbeauty

Welookedatthem..

Girl:Wehavealreadyseenthatyoubeautifulsopleasegiveusa

breatherMogurl

Ididn'tsayanythingtoher..

Happy:Whyisitthatthemostugliestgirlalwayshasabigmouth?
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Theclasslaughed..

Girl:BetweenyouandmegirlIthinkI'mbetterlooking

Happy:ForamomentIalmostfellfrommychairatleastyousaid

"Better"andnot"Beautiful"

Theclasslaughedagain..

Girl:IthinkI'mgoingtohavesomuchfuninthisclass

Happy:Metooheyit'snoteverydayIseeUgly

IlookedatAkhonaandwebothlaughed..

Girl:I'dratherbe"Better"thantosuckass

Happy:I'drathersuckassthantobeadvertisingfortheBig5

Akhona:Anyonewithanaloeveraplease?becauseclassgirlright

therejustgotburned

Everyonelaughedshedidn'thaveacomeback..IlookatHappy

shelookedatmetoo..

Her:I'llalwayshaveyourbackNdoni

Ismiled..

Me:Iknow

Theteacherwalkedin..IthinkI'mgoingtoenjoybeinginthis
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school

.

Tobecontinued

Ntutu

2020-03-0211:07:31

ihopeMrsBiyelaonedayallthesecomebackandbiteyouinthe

asssisi.WenaSindi,evenifyoursisterhasabigheartyoucan't

dothattoher,ruingherrelationshiplikethat,allowtobeusedfor

evilforafewmeaslyrandsandyouwillregretthis

Ntutu

2020-03-0210:32:32

IbaandSindiiwillbieyoubothupnxIlikehowIbaandLungi

arecloseagainthankstothesisitersMrSodlakaissmittenisee

withourgorgeousQ

Ntutu

2020-03-0210:15:15

OhhellnoIba!Reallyithoughtyouhavechangedfromyourbad

boyshittydrunkenstupidishnx
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Ntutu

2020-03-0209:12:52

YhuMrsBiyelairritatesmeyerr.Nowisaisjustevilnjenx.Lungi

fightforKabocozyourmamaisgoingtoruingitforyou.RIPevil

queen

paxi

2020-03-0206:01:02

Ibaistherightson,shejustsawhisfatherwiththosebones

PERSONALPDFBYBRILLIANTMAWIREKNAKAILA

GuysthisisalllgotfromVisionaryWritings.Namandaziukuba

kwenzakalantoni.Itshouldhaveacontinuation.

ThenextbookI'mgoingforis:RosePetalsandBetrayal...PN

Moloi.Masiyeni!!


