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PROLOGUE

Losingtheoneyouloveisnevereasy.

It'sevenmorehecticwhenyou'veneverheld

them,neverfelttheirbreathagainstyours.

Loveisnotonlyonebetweenamaleanda

female.

It'sthatofamotherforherchild.The

unconditionalloveandtheneedtodo

everythinginyourpowertoensurethatyour

childishappy.Thathehaswhatyouneverhad.

Youwantthemtohaveabetterlifethantheone

youhad.

IneverthoughtI'dbeamotherattheageof20

andmypregnancyendedbeforeitbegan.

ItendedbeforeIevenhadabulgystomach.

BeforeIcouldn'tseemylegsoreven,beforeI



couldfeelthefuriouskickingofthebabyonmy

stomach.

Itisstillflatyesbutrightnow,I'dtradeanything

tohavethebabybackinthere.

Ikeeplookingatthescansandwonderhow

he/shewouldhaveturned.

Ihopedforaboywhowouldturnoutlikehis

father.

I'dratherhavehimlooklikehimthanashewho

wouldlooklikeme.

WhyamIeventalkingaboutthis?

Ifanyonewouldreadmystorythey'dthinkI

deserveit.I'mjustahoewhocamebetweena

lovingcouplebuteveryoneseemstoforgetthat

ittakestwototango.

Ididn'taccidentallytriponhisdickandfall

pregnant.

Ididn'tplanit.



Iknewhewasthefather.Iknewitbuthedidn't

believeme.Hedidn'tcare.

Ishouldhavejustlethimbe.Ishouldnothave

forcedtodothispaternitytestknowingvery

wellthatImightlosethebaby.

I'mjust20butIwouldhavegivenmybabythe

world.

WitheachdayIfeelthepaingetstronger.

It'sbeentwoweeksbutitfeelsjustlike

yesterday.

Mymomgetsintomyroom.

Iknowit'sherbecauseIcansmellherscent.

Mom:Baby?

Idon'treplybutinstead,thetearsjustfalldown

myeyes.

IdoubtanyoneunderstandswhatI'mgoing

through.Idoubtanyoneknowshowitfeels.



Ihaven'thadanythingtoeatinthesepasttwo

weeksandIwishdeathuponmyselfbecause

there'snoreasonkeepingmealivenow.

Mom:Kylie?

Iturntofacetheotherside.

Ijustwanttobealone.

Mom:Iknowthisisnoteasyforyoubutyou

needtoeat.Ican'tloseyou,notlikethis.

Idon'tsayanything.Mysobspeaksforme.

IkeeponsniffingasIhugmyteddyevenmore

tighter.

Mom:You'rekillingmebaby.

Luhle:Mom,letme

Ididn'tevenknowhewashere.

Ihearfootstepsapproachasothersfade.

Hiscolognefillstheentireroom.

Luhle:Hope?



Istilldon'tmove.Istilldon'tsayanything.

Me:YouknowwhenItoldhim,hecalledmy

babyabastardchild.Heinsultedmeandspoke

ofhowIcan'tkeepmylegsclosed.Hewasthe

secondguyIsleptwith.ImightbewildbutI

don'topenmylegsforeveryTom,Dickand

Henry.

Iturnedtofaceme.

Me:Heseesmeasnothingbutabitchwhowas

tryingtotraphim.

Luhle:Comehere

Heopenshisarmsformeaftersittingdownon

mybedandIcrawltohimandlaymyheadon

hischest.

Hisembraceiswarm,justwhatIneeded.

Luhle:Thatboydidn'tdeserveyou.He'sjusta

fuckboywho'sheadisfilledwithtestosterone

anduseshispenistothink.



Me:Ihatehimsomuch.Hekilledme.Hekilled

mybaby.

Luhle:We'llgetthroughthisOk?We'llfightit

Me:Willitbringmybabyback?

Luhle:Kylie,Iknowyouhurtingandit'sOktocry

butdon'tshuteveryoneout.

Idon'treplybutinsteadsinkontohisarmsasI

reminisceaboutthenightmybabywas

conceived.

Wewerebothdrunk.

Wehadbeenplayingagamewhereifonegot

ananswerwrong,theytakeoffaclothing.

WekeptMessingarounduntilwewereboth

nakedandonethingledtotheother.

Itriedtalkingofprotectionbuthedidn'tcare.

Hetoldmehewantstofeeleveryinchof

himselfinmeandthatarubberwilljustruin

thingsforhim.



Iwipemytearsandsnapoutofit.

Luhleissayingsomething.

Luhle:Youhavetoeat

Me:I'mnothungry

Luhle:Idon'tcare.You'reaslightasafeather.

Hehandsmeaplateoffood.Sweetchili

chickensoupwithhomemadebread.

Itsmellsdivine.

Me:Thankyou

Isayandit'sonlywhenIindulgeinthefoodthat

Irealisehowdelicatetheyare.

Mymomreallywentoutofherwaytomakeher

wayintomyheart.

Me:Thisisgood

Luhle:It'smadeoutoflove

Inodandcontinuetoeatashetellsmehow

momhadcalledhimcrying,begginghimtotake



aflighthometogetthroughtomeandseeing

thathismissionisaccomplished,he'sgoing

backtomorrow.

HisfacebeamedwhenhespokeofAmerica

andIknewhewashappythere.

MynameisHopeKylieLeRouxandmystory

startshere.

.

There'satimewhenyouthinkyouhave

everythingundercontrolandatablinkofaneye

everythingjustspiralsoutofcontrol.

I'dbelyingifIsaidIknowwhathappenedthat

day.

Everythingoccurredinslowmotion

OnemomentIjustwokeupandthenextReyis

inlabour.

Sittingdown,itstilldoesn'tclickin.

It'sbeentwoweekssinceshegavebirthand



althoughI'veseenmybaby,themotherdoesn't

barge.

I'vetriedexplainingbutshejustwon'tgivemea

chance.

Me:Babyplease

Rey:Omegaissleeping.Youcanstayhereand

watchhimbutI'mgoingtorest.I'mtired.

Me:MaraMamakhe,thisisnotfair.Atleastlet

meexplain

Rey:YoumeanIshouldletyoulietome?Rather

notNtate.WeitseIshouldhavejuststucktomy

books,theywouldn'thurtme.

Me:ButIcanexplain

Rey:Keepitdown.Youmightwakehimup.

Hejustcamefromthehospitaltoday.His

motherwasreleasedlastweek.

We'reattheirhouse,inthenurseryandshe's

justnotbeingconvinced.



Feliciacanbehardheadedattime.Iwouldsay

she'schildishbutsheis15afterall.

Me:Soyou'regoingtogiveuponusjustlike

that?Whatareyougoingtosaytoourson

whenhegrowsupandwonderswhyhisparents

arenottogether?

Rey:Stopguilttrippingme.Emotionalblackmail

doesnotlookgoodonyou

Shetakesoffhergownandisleftinjusther

underwear.

Ipresumeshe'sdoingitonpurposeknowing

howmuchIworshipherbody.

She'snotbreastfeedingthough,andIcanfeel

mydickabouttoburst.

Thisistorture.

Rey:IthinkI'llshowerfirst.Mybodyisitching.

Me:ShouldIjoinyou?

Shegivesmea"deathstare"andittakesallof



menottolaugh.

She'scute,howIwishIhadmycamerawithme.

AllIknowis,she'scrazyifshethinksI'mgoing

toleaveher.

RomeoNgcoboismynameasyouallknowand

thisismysideofthestory.

.

It'sbeentwoweekscallinghimandhehasn't

beenansweringmycalls.

Ibeatmyhead,tryingtothinkwhatcouldhave

gonewrongbutnothingjustmakessense.

I'minmyroomwithFaith.Shedecidedtovisit

usforafewdays.

Momandhermomarefriends,morelikefamily

andthatishowwebecamefriends.

Faith:Ok,thissucksnow

Me:What?



Faith:You'renotpayingattention.

Isigh,turningovertofaceher.

Ihadbeenlyingonmystomach.

I'mnowonmyback,withmyarmsresting

undermyhead.

Me:Bandileistotallyignoringme.

Faith:Woah,what?

Me:He'snotansweringmycalls.Infact,his

phonedoesn'tevengothrough

Faith:Don'tyouthinksomethinghappened?

Me:HepostedafewpicturesonInstagram

yesterday.OfFelicia'sbaby,himself..Ijust

don'tknowwhatIdid.

Faith:That'satoughone.Tellyouwhat,I'lltalk

toZendaeandmaybehecantellmewhat's

goingonwithhim

Aglimpseofhopeflashesinmyeyes.



Me:Youwoulddothat?

Shenodscountlessly.

Faith:Ineedmyfriendbacktonormal

Ichuckle

Me:YousoundjustlikeFeliciarightnow

Faith:It'snotfairthatIstillhaven'tmether.

Me:Youwillinduetime.

Sheclapstwice.

Faith:Ican'twait

NowIfeellikeI'mgoingtolosemybestfriend

toher.

TalkingaboutFelix,itseemsmyrelationshipis

nottheonlyoneinamess.

Romeomessedupandshelefthim.

Ipersonallythinkshe'sbeingcrazybutI'mjust

waitingforhertocalmdownthenI'llreprimand

her.



WhatshehaswithRomeoiswhatallofus

wouldtradeoursoulsfor.

Ijustneedforhertorealiseit.

Isigh.

Atleastoneofourrelationshipsshouldgoright.

Oh,I'mBoipeloKhanyisaCarterbutmyfamily

andfriendscallmePink.

Mystorystartshere.

.

Imaginewakinguponedayandfindingoutthat

yourlifeisnotwhatyouthought.

Imagineknowingthatwhoyouthoughtisyour

motherisnotandsuddenlyfeelingoutofplace

becauseyourrealfamilyisoutthere,movingon

likenothinghappened.

AllIneedisclosure.

AllIneedisformymomtotellmewhyshe



gavemeaway.

Don'tbeconfused,I'mnotsayingmyparents

didn'tdoagoodjobofraisingmebecausethey

did.

CharityissuchasweetheartandDadisan

angel.We'reaclosebunchandIappreciatethat

butmyworldcametoastandstillwhenI

learnedthatCharityisnotmymom.

IneverdoubteditbeforebecauseHopeandI

lookedalikebutIgottorealisethatIwasthe

onlyonewhowasn'tcoloured.

Isuddenlysawthecracksandthat'swhen

realitystruckin.

It'sbeenafewmonthssinceIfoundoutandI'm

inpursuitoffindingmyotherfamily.

Thisdoesn'tmeanI'llabandonTheLeRouxs

butIjustwantclosure.

Momentersintomyroomwithoutknockingand



Ishutmyapplelaptop.

Mom:IhopeI'mnotdisturbing

Me:Notatall

Shesitsdownonmybedthenlooksatme.

Mom:What'sgoingon?

Me:NothingMa.I'mfine.

Mom:IsthisaboutKrisi?

Me:Ijustwanttoknowher.Iwantherto

explaintomewhyshedidwhatshedid.She

fakedherdeath!

Mom:Allingoodreason.Ithoughtyoureadthe

book

Ibitmylipandtakeitoutofmydrawerwhereit

hasbeeneversincemomgaveittome.

Me:Ican'tbringmyselftodoit

Mom:Itwillgiveyoualltheclosureyouneed

Shepatsmyshoulderlightlythengetsupto



leave.

Isighandopenthebook.

Ifinallygainenoughcouragetoreadit.

MynameisKadenLeRouxandthisiswhere

myjourneystarts.

.

.

I'mpostingitnowbecauseImightnotpost

tomorrow.

Like,commentandshare.

Hopefully,there'snoconfusionandI'mdoing

thismyway.

Ifyoudon'tlikeit,HaiUzobastrong.

Goodnight

[07/24,22:45]W:ΔPURSUITOFLOVEAND

HAPPINESSΔ



-----------------------------------------

EPISODE01

KADEN

Ithoughtitwasgoingtobeeasybutit'snot.

I'malreadypastthefirstchapterandIrealiseI

cannotcontinueanymore.

Seeattimesitsbetterwhenwedon'tknow

certainthings.

I'vereadthebibleanditsayssomethingalong

thelinesof"Thetruthshallsetyoufree"

Buthereitseemsitwillkeepmecaptive.

Itossthebookasideanddecidetotakea

shower.

ImissmyboyfriendwhomIhaven'tseenina

while.

Ouroneyearanniversaryisjustaroundthe

cornerandI'manxioustoknowwhathehasgot



plannedfortheday.

Ialsoknowhe'stheonepersonwho'sableto

cheermeup.

Aftertheshower,Idry,lotionthenwearmy

undergarments.

IhavealittletroublefindingwhattowearAnd

onceIreachadecisionIamwearingadenim

dresswithmywhitesneakers.

Iholdmyhairintoalazybunandputjusta

balmonmylips.

Itakemybagandphonethenwalkout.

Dadisinthekitchenwiththetwins.

IgreetandasI'mabouttomakemyway

outside,hecallsme.

Me:Dad?

Isay,asIwalkbackinside.

Dad:AreyouOk?



Me:Idon'tknowwhyeveryoneisaskingthat

butI'mfine.

Dad:We'rejustconcerned.

Me:Ithinkyoushouldbemoreconcerned

aboutHope.She'stheonewhohasherself

lockedupinherroom.

HenodsandIwalkout.Ireallydon'tunderstand

whatthefussisabout.

I'mfine.

Igetintomycaranddrivetohishome,hoping

thatIfindhimthere.

Thingsaremucheasierformesincehisfamily

knowsme.

Iparkmycarinsidetheyardthenwalkinside.

It'snotmyhousesoIcannotjustbargein.I

knocktwicethenenteraspercommand.

Hismomisinthekitchen,makingsomething.



Me:HeyMa

Khen:Hey

WesharedahugandIsatdownonthebar

chair.

Khen:Howareyou?

Me:I'mfine,you?

Khen:I'mOk,Jabusaidsomethingaboutgoing

toshowerbutyoucangoahead.You'reboth

notkids,justdon'tmakeababy

Ilaugh,shakingmyhead.Wearenotevenat

thatstage.

Ifirstlypourmyselfaglassofwaterthengoup

thestairstohisroom.

Iknocklightlythenthrowmyselfin.

Me:Baby?

Jabu:Coming

Isitdowncomfortablyinhisbedandhecomes



out,withatowelwrappedaroundhislower

body.

Hecomestomethenbendsabittokissme.I

replywithjustasmuchfireandhebreaksit

afterawhileandsmilesatme.

Jabu:Thisisanicesurprise

Me:Iammissingyou

Jabu:Evennow?

Inodacoupleoftimeswithagrin.

Hebitshislip,lookingatmeandIfeelatingling

sensationinmywomanhood.

Jabu:Youlooklikeyou'rebeingbotheredby

something

He'sverymuchgoodatreadingme.Itamazes

mesometimes,justhowmuchheknowsme.

Me:Idon't..Idon'tthinkIstillwanttofindmy

mother



Jabu:CanItellyousomething?

Inod.Hesitsdownnexttomeandholdsmy

hand

Me:Areyounotgoingtoputsomethingon?A

topmaybe?

HechucklesthentakesmyhandAndrunsit

aroundhisupperbody

Jabu:It'sallyours.Relax

Igiggleshylyandlookdown.

Heraisesmyheadwithhisindexfingeronmy

chin.

Hestaresdeeplyintomyeyes,asifhe's

searchingforsomething.

Jabu:YouknowIwasalsoraisedbyawoman

who'snotmybiologicalmother.

Me:Really?

I'msurprisedbecausehenevermentionedthat



tome.

Henodsandcontinues

Jabu:Idon'tevenknowwherethewomanwho

gavebirthtomeisbutIknowhername.Iwould

nevertradewhatIhavewithKhenforanything.

Shehasbeenmorethanamothertomeand

neverforonce,didIfeellikeIdon'tbelonghere.

Me:SamewithCharity.I'vealwaysfeltlikeI

belongbutIthoughtfindingmymomwillgive

meclosure.

Jabu:Ifitwillstopyoufromlookinglikea

corpse,I'mmorethanwillingtohelp

Ilaugh,pushinghimlightlyandhepullsmeto

himandkissesme.

Hiskissesarejustthebest,Icanneverget

enough.

Ialsolovethefactthathehasn'trushedmeinto

havingsexwithhim.



At17,Icanonlyimaginehowitislikeforhim

andmytrustforhimmakesmenottothinkthat

hecouldbegettingitfromsomewhere.

HopehaslongwarnedmebutIknowbetter

thantotakeadvicefromher.

Ilovemysisterbutshe'sBadatgivingadvices.

Me:Getdressed,wegoingout.

Jabu:Youpayingright?

Hesays,pullingmycheek.

Me:Yes,allonmebaby

Jabu:Wherearewegoing?

Ishrug.Ihadnotreallyplannedanything.

Me:Idon'tknow

Hechucklesandstandsup.

Jabu:Somuchfortakingmeout

.



PINK

Wakingup,I'mlookingforwardtothisday.

I'mtryingnottooverthinkandI'mhopingFaith

hasgoodnewsforme.

I'vetoldmyselftostopstressingaboutBandile.

I'mgoingtoseeFelicia.

SeeinglittleOmegamightbrightenupmyday.

It'saFriday.

Idressupinblackrippedshorts,adenim

croppedbratopandadenimjacketontop.

Iwearmysneakers,takemyphoneandbag

thenexitmyroom.

Kristenisinthelounge,playingsomevideo

gameloudlywithmylittlebrother.

Me:Haiguys,thisistooloud

Itseemsnoneishearingmebecausetheydon't

flinch.



Iwalktomybrotherandpunchhimandthat's

whenmypresenceisrecognised.

Helowersthevolumethenpauses.

Kristen:Sup?

Me:PleasedrivemetoFelicia'splace.

Kristen:Now?

Me:Yesplease

Chris:Butwe'replaying

Kristen:We'llpresumelater.

Hestandsupthentakeshisphoneandcarkeys

whichareonthecoffeetable.

Hewearshistopthenweleave.

Kristen:Ihopewefindher

Me:Idoubtshe'dgoanywhere.

Henodsandtherestoftherideissilent.

WearriveandHeparkshiscarinsidetheyard.



Webothgetoutatthesametimeandgointo

knock.

RomeoistheonewhoopensAnditseemshe's

onhiswayout.

Romeo:Yourbrotherbetternotputhisfilthy

handsonmysonorwoman

Hewarnsgettingout,makingmechuckle.

He'ssooverprotective,it'scute.

WebothgetinandfoundFeliciasittingdown

withOmegaonherhands.

Shesmilesatusthenallowsustositdown.

Felix:Lookatyou

Me:Ishouldbesayingthattoyou.Ebileo

yellow

Webothlaugh.

Felix:Beingindoors.Ican'twaitforthismonth

toendsoIcangobacktoschool.Hopefully,I



wouldnothavemissedoutonmuch.

Me:Don'tworry,Igotyou.Focusontakingcare

ofthatlittlemunchkin

Felix:He'sahandfulbutI'mgettingthehangof

things.It'snoteasybeingamomat15.

Me:Butyoudoinggood.

Felix:Fornow.Yourbrotherisquiet

Webothturntolookathim

Kristen:What?I'mjustadmiringtheview

Welaugh.

Felix:Perv

Heshrugs.

Kristen:I'mjustbeinghonest.

Felix:HaveyouheardfromBandileyet?

Ishakemyhead.

Me:No,Idon'twanttostressthough.



Felix:He'llcomearound.

Me:DoyouknowsomethingthatIdon't?

Felix:Iwouldneverhideanythingfromyou.

Inod.ThissucksbutI'mnotgoingtoallowitto

ruinmydaywiththesetwo.

.

ROMEO

I'monmywaytothemalltogetafewthingsfor

Feliciaandthebaby.

I'mhandsonwiththisfatherhoodshitbecause

It'sbroughtsomuchjoyandhappinessintomy

soul.

IcannotimaginemylifewithoutthemandI'm

blessedtohavetheminmylife.

ReymightbehardheadednowbutIknowshe'll

comearound.

IjusthatethatPinkhadtocomewithher



brotheroverthere.

TheboyhasneverhidhisinterestsinReyandif

heweretoknowsheleftme,hewouldn'teven

thinktwicebeforemakinghismove.

Idon'twanttoworrymyselfaboutthatbecause

IknowImightendupdoingsomethingsI

mightregret.

I'minCheckers,justwalkingwiththetrolley

whenIbumpintosomeone.

Iwasmoreconcentratedontheislethanwhere

I'mgoing.

IlookuptofindTumi.

Iwasabouttoapologisebutseeingitsher,I

don'tbother.

Tumi:Hi

Ijuststareatherthenbackattheisle.

Tumi:Cametobuystuffforthebaby?



She'sstillhere?

I'mnoteveninterestedinpursuinga

conversationwithher.

Me:Yep

Iturntolookatherabouttodismissherwhen

myeyeslandonherstomach.

Me:You'repregnant?Again?

I'mmoredisappointedbecauseInever

expectedsuchofher,consideringherbabywas

stillveryyoung.

Shenodsslowlyinembarrassmentandis

savedbythebabydaddy.

Him:Oh,you'rehere

IchucklelightlyandcontinuewithwhatI'm

doing.

Aftergettingeverything,includingtreatsforthe

mother,Igotopaythengoouttoputeverything

inmytrunk.



Idecidetogohomeandonmyway,Ireceivea

callfromBandilewhichIanswerviaBluetooth

Me:Yoh

Bandi:Heydaddy

Ilaugh,shakingmyheadasifhecanseeme.

Me:Fuckyou,whatdoyouwant?

Bandi:Isitwrongformetocheckonmy

nephew?

Me:Youthinkyou'reoldNeh?

Bandi:Itiswhatitisman,acceptit.

Me:LikeIhaveachoice

Bandi:Ineedafavourdog

Me:What?

Bandi:Ineedyoutodeliversomethingto

someoneforme

Me:Andyoucan'tdothat?



Bandi:I'muphereinCapeTown

Me:Tryabetterexcuse

Ihearhimsighontheotherside.

Bandi:Idoubtshe'devenwannahearmyname.

Me:Justrememberyougoingtoowemefor

this

Bandi:It'sayes?

Me:Yeah,talktome

.

.

[07/24,22:54]W:ΔPURSUITOFLOVEAND
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EPISODETWO

HOPE



Iamgratefulformybrother'svisit.

Imustadmititgavemestrengthtopickmyself

up.

Iknowit'snotgoingtobeeasybutIcouldat

leasttry.

Likemomusuallysays,everythinghappensfor

areasonAndeverythingthathappensisGod's

will.

Ibelievehehasbiggerplansforme.

It'sSaturdayandforthefirsttimeever,I

decidedtogoout.

Firsttimeinawhilethatis.

Idon'tknowwhereI'mgoingbutIjustNeedto

haveabreezeoffreshair.

Aftertakingashower,Idecideonablacktorn

boyfriendJeanandawhitebaggyT-shirt.

Iwearblackstrippedheelsandletmyhairloose.



I'mcontemplatingchangingitscolourbutI'm

yettoreachaconstructivedecision.

Itakemybagandcarkeys,withmyphoneon

myhandandheadout.

Istillhavetocatchuponmyschoolwork,in

timeforexams.

Oneofmyfriendsfromcampushasbeen

takingnotesformeandseeingBandileis

movingonjustfine,Ihaveto.

Yes,I'vebeenseeinghispicturesonInstagram.

Thisrugbythinggothimabitpopular.

JustbecauseIhatetheguy,doesn'tmeanI

can'tcheckhimout.

Mom:"You're..Youlookgoodbaby"

Me:"Thankyou.CanIhavesomemoney

please?"

Mom:"BringmemyphonesoIcantransfer

someintoyouraccount"



IlaughalittleasIseeherphoneonthecoffee

table,justinchesawayfromher.

Igiveittoherandshedoesthetranfer,after

whichmyphonevibrates.

Ithankherandweshareahug,withher

plantingakissonmyforehead.

She'stallerthanme.WhichsucksbecauseI'm

officiallytheshortestinthishouse.

Imeetdadbythedoor,whodecidestogiveme

aperkonmylipsandIfuriouslywipeitandhear

himchuckle.

Me:"I'm20dad"

Dad:"You'restillmybaby.Idon'tcareabout

yourboyfriends"

Ichuckleashepullsmeinforahug.

Dad:"Iloveyou"

It'smyturntoperkhislips.



Me:"Iloveyoutoodaddy"

IgetintomycarasItakeawalkdownmemory

lane.

There'snotamomentwhereIreallyhad

happinessthatlasted.

Mysearchforlovealwaysbringsmepain.

Ican'tbelieveIdowngradedallmymoralslike

thatforaguywhoneversawmeasanything

otherthanawhore.

"Webothknowyoucan'tkeepyourfuckenlegs

closed"

Hisvoicekeepsringinginmyhead.

IlookatmyreflectiononmythemirrorasI'm

drivingtothemall.

Me:"You'renotgoingtoletyourselfcryovera

guyagain"



Itallsoundscrazy.

IblameKendrickforeverplayingwithmyheart.

Nowwhat'sleftisbutaspace,avoid,

emptinesswhichIthoughtmybabywouldfill.

It'sworsebecausehadHelived,hisfather

wouldhavedetestedhim.

Hadhelived,hewouldnothavehadWhatIhad

growingup:alovinghome,bothparentsanda

settledhome.

Isitwrongformetothinkmaybeit'sbestthis

didn'thappen?

Iparkmycarandgetout,leavingmyphonein

thecarandlockit.

I'mabouttoputmykeysintomybagwhenI

bumpintosomeoneandtheyfall.

Icrouchinanattempttopickitupbuthedoes

andfromthehand,Irecognisewhothatis.

Brian:"Sorryaboutthat"



Isnatchmykeysawayfromhimandputthem

inmybag.

Me:"Apologyaccepted"

AsItrytowalkaway,hegentlygrabsmyarm

andIlookathisgripthenbackathim.

Heletsgo.Ifoldmyarmsandstarehiminthe

face.

Brian:"Canwetalkplease?"

Me:"Ihavenothingtosaytoyou.Youfucked

me,boastedtoeveryearthatwaswillingto

listenandI'moverthat,nowleavemethefuck

alone"

Brian:"I'dloveforustotalkaboutthat"

Me:"No.I'mmovingonfromyourspeciesnow

allowmethespaceAndpeacetodothat"

Brian:"I'lldothetalking."

Iclickmytongueandagainhegrabsmyarmas

I'mabouttowalkaway.



Brian:"Please"

Igroanandnodslowly.Ijustwanttogetthis

overanddonewith.

We'resittinginWimpyAndI'mjusthavinga

bubblegummilkshake.

I'mnotabouttobetheonetostarta

conversationsincehe'stheonewhoforcedme

tocomehere.

Helooksatmeafterlookingdownthenclears

histhroat.

Brian:"Thankyouforgivingmethischance"

Me:"Let'sskipsmalltalksandcuttothechase

please"

Hesighs.

Brian:"I'msuchajerk"

Me:"Andyouonlynoticingthatnow?"

Brian:"I'msosorryHope,Ireallyam.Youdidn't



deservethis.AllyoudidwasjustlovemeandI

threwallofthatbackintoyourface"

Me:"Youdone?"

Thisismenotinterestedinwhathewantsto

say.

IcamehereforsomerejuvenationandIfeel

he'sjustsuffocatingmypersonalspace.

Ishouldbeoutthere,doingsomeshoppingor

myhairbutI'msittingoppositethisexcuseofa

manandallowinghimtolietomeyetagain.

Hesighsagainandattemptstoholdmyhand

butIretractit.

Brian:"I..Ineedyouinmylife"

Ichuckle,unabletobelievethenerveofthisguy

beforestandingup.

Me:"Gotohell"

ItakeoutaR100notewhichisinmypocket

andthrowitonthetable,clickingmytongue.



Me:"Thenerve!"

.

ROMEO

ItakeoutmyphonetocallBandilejustafter

receivingthepackage.

Ididn'texpectittobethisbig.

Asifoncue,heanswersonthefirstringandI

hearsomenoiseinthebackground.

Me:"Canyoutalk?"

Bandile:"Holdonforafewseconds"

Icanhearthathe'smovingawayfromthenoise

andsoonitsubsides.

Bandile:"Yougotit?"

Me:"YeahbutwhoamIsendingitto?"

Bandile:"It'sPink'sbirthdayonWednesdayso

I'mgoingtoneedyoutogiveherthesmaller

package.TheteddybearIneedyoutosendItto



Hopewiththeletter.Pleaseensureshereadsit"

Me:"HowthefuckamItodothat?"

Bandile:"Useyourcharmifyouhaveto.She

justhasto"

Me:"Underonecondition"

Bandile:"Anything"

Me:"YouhelpmegetReyback"

Hechuckled.

Bandile:"Youknowhowstubbornyourgirlis"

Me:"ThenImightaswelltakethesegiftsand

givethemtoherinanattempttosoftenherup"

Helaughed.

Bandile:"Fine,yougotyourselfadeal.Pinkhas

togetherpackageonWednesday"

Me:"FeliciabettercallmyassbyMondayor

else"

Hechuckled.



Bandile:"Relax,Igotyou"

Me:"Suredawg"

Ihangupandgoupstairstomyroom,whereI

takeashowerinthebathroom.

WhenI'mdone,Idrymybodyanddressupafter

lotioning.

IwearWhiteadidasshortswithavestand

blackandwhiteadidassandals.

Itakemyphoneandcarkeysanddecidetopay

myminifamilyavisit.

IfindherfeedinghimhisbottleandIgreet,

kissingtheirforeheads.

Rey:"Youshouldjustmovein.You'realways

here"

Shesaysthatrollinghereyesthenstandsup

withOmegaandburpshim.

Me:"Isthisbecauseofyourlittleboyfriend?

Thewhiteguy?"



Rey:"It'snotbecauseofhimunfortunately"

Me:"Sohe'syourboyfriend?"

Rey:"WhoIdateRomeo,isnoneofyour

business.You'rejustthebabydaddyandIdon't

wantdrama"

Ithinkmotherhoodgrewhersomeballs.

Ifshewasstillpregnant,I'dblameitonthe

hormonesbutnowI'mleftwithnoscapegoat.

Me:"MaraFelicia,ngenzenjani?WhatshouldI

dosothatyoumayforgiveme?"

Rey:"I'llgiveyousomespacewithyourson,le

bondenyana"

Me:"ButIwanttobondwithyou"

SheputshiminhiscotandIclosethedoor

beforeshegetsout.

Shelooksupatme,withherarmsfoldedand

pouts.



Me:"Stopplayinghardtoget"

Rey:"Idon'twantyou"

Ichuckleforasecthensmashmylipsonhers.

Insteadofreplying,shebitsmylipfuriouslyand

Ipullout,withmyhandonmymouth.

Me:"Whatthefuck?"

Rey:"Thatwillteachyoutostoppesteringme.

Pleaseshift,Iwanttoleave"

IttakesallofmenottoreciprocateandIoblige

toherpleaandshift.

SheleavesandnowIfeellikesuchafailure.

Mylowerlipisonfire,Icaneventasteblood.

Itakeoutmyphonefrommypocketandtext

Bandile

"YourblackassbettermakesureIgetherback

"

Ipresssendthengetouttogotothekitchenso



Icanlookforabagoficetoputonmylip.

Feliciareallydidanumberonme.

.

KADEN

I'mleftindespairafterfinishingthesecond

chapter.

It'sclearmymomneverhaditeasy.

Iclosethebookandlayonmyback,imagining

howItcouldhavebeenwithher.

I'mnotsayingI'mungratefulbutIdowish

sometimes.

Ijustwannaseeher.Iwannaseemybrothers

andsisters,surelythat'snotmuchtoask.

MyphoneringsandIgrabitfromthebedside

andstareatthecallerID.

"Amy"iswrittenandasmuchasI'mnotina

moodforheroranyone,Ianswer.



Me:"Hey"

ShesobsinsteadandIriseupandsitonmy

ass.

Me:"Amy?Baby?What'swrong?"

She'safriendofminefromschool,we'redoing

thesamecourse.

Amy:"Ican'tdoitanymore.Ijustcan't"

Me:"Shh,calmdownandtellmewhat'sup"

Amy:"He'scheatingonme.KristenIscheating

onme"

Me:"Areyousure?"

Amy:"Herpicturesarealloverhisphone.Why

doeshedothistome?Whycan'thejustlove

me?Whydoeshealwayshurtme?"

Me:"ShouldIcomeoversoIcancheeryouup?

"

ShesniffsAgain.Myheartbreaks.



Idon'tknowwhyshedoesn'tlethimgo.

Kristenisaplayer,Ialwaystellherbutshe

neverlistens

Amy:"Please"

Iimmediatelyputonmyshoes.

Me:"I'monmyway"

Itakemycarkeysandrushout.

Myfriendneedsme.

Ican'tbelieveshe'scryingagainbecauseofhim.

Ifhewasn'tmycousin,Iwouldhavelong

chokedhimtodeath.

.

.
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_________________________________

EPISODETHREE

KADEN

Me:"I'msosorry"

IsayimmediatelyafterIletmyselfin,inherflat.

Icuddleherinmyarmsasshecries,breaking

myhearttothecore.

Inmymind,I'mcursingKristenandI'vealready

killedhimacoupleoftimes.

Whenshecalmsdown,Igetupandgotoher

kitchenwhereIpourwaterintoaglassandadd

afewspoonsofsugar.

Istiruntilitshomogeneousthenwalkbackto

her,andgiveherthewaterwhichalsohelps

withherhiccups.

Amy:"Whyishedoingthis?It'sbeenseven

monthsandIhaven'tevenmethisfriends.He's

metmine.He'sallovermyinstagramand



facebook,whycan'thedothesamewithme?"

Iseriouslydon'tknowwhattosay.

Myrelationshipisgoinggreatandhersisjust

fallingapart.

ThismakesmeanxiousandIwonderhowI

wouldbeifthesamecourtesywasawardedto

me.

Willmyheartevenhandleit?

Ibrushoffthesillythoughts,withmymind

tellingme'Njabulowillneverdothat'

AndIbelieveit.

Me:"Whydoyouallowhimtohurtyoulikethis?

"

Amy:"IlovehimOk.Ifuckenlovehim"

"Andhelovesyoutoo"

Hisvoicesaysashegetsinwithabanquetof

whiteLillie's.



Kristen:"You'recryingagain"

Shewipeshertears.Iknow,Iknowshe'sgoing

tobuywhateverliehe'sgoingtofeedher.

Amy:"Whatdoyouwant?"

Kristen:"Youweren'tansweringmycallsandI

figured,Ididsomething"

Amy:"Youhurtme"

Kristen:"I'malwayshurtingyou.Idon'tknow

whyyoukeepdoingthistoyourself.Youcry

overshitthenpinitonme"

Imustadmitthatpartofwhathe'ssayingis

true.

Shedoesblowthingsoutofproportion

sometimes.

Amy:"Isawherpicturesonyourphone"

Kristen:"That'swhathappenswhenyougo

throughmyphone,yougetwhatyoulookingfor

anditendsuphurtingyou"



Me:"MaybeIshouldgo"

Amy:"Takeyourcousinwithandhispetty

flowers."

Kristen:"Youknowwhat?Idon'thavetimefor

this.Callmewhenyou'reoveryourlittle

insecurities.Andstopcallingmycousin

everytimeyou'rehavingyourepisodes"

Amy:"I'mnotcrazy"

Kristen:"Really?"

Shestandsupandgoestohim.Shestandsin

frontofhim,herhandsonhischest.

RemindmewhyI'mwatchingthisagain?

Ialwaysknowhowitends.

Amy:"I'msosorrybutpleasedon'tgo"

Me:"That'smycue"

Idon'tevenwaitasecond.

You'dswearshewasn'ttheonecryingaminute



ago.

Sigh.Lovecanmakepeopleweaksometimes.

Especiallyuswomen.

Ihopintomycaranddrivebackhome.

Thishasbeenawasteoftimeformebecause

theyalwaysmakeupandsheneverwithholds

theexplicitdetailsoftheirmakeup.

Momisinthekitchen,whippingupsomething

withTrinny,myaunt.

Ikisshercheekthenstealonemuffin.

Trinny:"Askingwould'nthurt"

Ilaugh,takingabite.

Me:"Ithoughtitwilldelayme.Whendidyou

gethere?"

Trinny:"Ithinkyoupassedmewhenyouwere

rushingoutaboutanhourago"

Me:"I'msorry,where'sPinkandChris?"



Trinny:"Withtheirfather.Iwanthimtomissmy

assalittle"

Idon'twasteanytimebutgetout.

IknewwhatwastofollowafterthatandIhear

themchuckle.

Myauntisstillinherthirtiesyetshelooksso

young.

You'dswearshe'sinmyagegroup.

WhatIknowhowever,isthatshewasgoingto

tellmeabouthowherhusbandhitsitandthen

sheandmomwouldganguponme,talking

abouthowIshouldwaitformarriage.

Asiftheydid.

Idon'thaveaproblemwithwaitingbecauseit's

alwayssomethingI'vedonesowaitingsome

morewon'thurt.

Gettinginmyroom,Itakeoffmyshoesand

throwmyselfinbed.



Iputmyphoneonsilentthentakeoffthebook

frommydrawer.

Ihavetofinishit.

.

HOPE

Him:"HopeKylieLeRoux"

Me:"Who'sasking?"

Him:"Itwasn'taquestion.MayI?"

Me:"You'rerude"

Him:"Thankyouforthecompliment.I'mnot

stayingforlong"

Me:"Whatthefuckdoyouwant?"

Him:"Firstly,youreadthisandthen,takethis"

Me:"AndwhythehellwouldIagreetosuch

nonsense?Idon'tevenknowyourname"

Him:"Surelyyoudon'twantmetakingoutmy

gunandgettingthemessagesentthehardway



"

Iswallowspitandlookaround.

He'sratherchilledformylikingAndmy

instinctsdoesn'teventellmeI'mindanger.

He'swearingshades,anoxygenmaskanda

hoodiesoIcan'tmakeouthisface.

Hethenlaughsatme,seeinghowscaredIam

andtakesoffhisshadesandmask.

Romeo:"Youshouldhaveseenyourface"

Ichuckle,pushinghimlightly.

Me:"Howdareyouscaremelikethat?"

Myhandisonmychest,monitoringmyheart

beatashecontinuestolaugh.

IknowhimagainbecauseMirandaisobsessed

abouthisassandofcourse,hehappenstobe

Bandile'snephew,ascrazyasthatsounds.

Romeo:"ForthefunofitbutnowI'mjusta



messenger."

Hegivesmealetterwhichhasmynameinbig

letters.

It'sprettyartisticandhasasweetaroma,witha

purplebow.

It'swhiteincolour,withmynamewrittenInRed

italics.

Me:"Whodoesitcomefrom?"

Helooksatme,makingitlookobvious.

Me:"I'mnotreadingthis"

HeshootsmeadeathstareandthesmileIsaw

asecondagohasvanishedandit'salmostasif

itdidn'texist.

Romeo:"Let'snottrytotesttheNgcobo

ancestors.Callmeonthisnumberwhenyou

donereadingthatandoh,greetMiaforme"

Me:"It'sMiranda"



Romeo:"Whatever"

Hestandsupthenwinksatmebeforeputting

onhisshades.

Me:"He'ssohot"

Isay,almosttooloudashewalkstohiscar.

I'minnewscafeandIsuddenlydon'twanttobe

hereanymore.

Insteadofgoinghome,Idecidetodrivetomy

flatwhichisn'tfarfromhere.

ItakeoffmyclothesandremaininJustmy

underwearasIlightajointwhichIfoundinmy

drawer,afterputtingtheletterthere.

Itakeafewpuffsbeforediallinghisnumber.

Bandi:"Hey"

Me:"Aletter?Really?"

Bandi:"Soyougotit?"

Me:"Foran18yearold,youprettyoldschool"



Hechucklesontheothersideandit'sinfectious,

remindingmewhyexactlyI-

'Hope,don'tgothere'

Myinnerwomanscolds.

Bandi:"I'mgladIcouldgetyourattention.I

havebeen-"

Me:"Fuckyou!"

Isaythemhangup,switchingmyphoneoffin

theprocess.

I'mnotabouttogobackthere.

TheonlyreasonI'llbereadingtheletteris

becauseofRomeoandthattimewon'tbenow.

Fornow,I'mgettinghighandgettingdrunk.

Itakeoutabottleofdrywhitewine,pluginmy

iPodandplaysomemusic,mostlyJheneAiko

andsmoke.

.



PINK

Hefinallycalls.

I'mlookingatmyphonenowasitrings.

Hedoesn'tgiveupandonthethirdring,Ipick

up.

Bandi:"Finally!"

Me:"Whynow?Huh?Whynow?It'sbeentwo

weeksBandile.Twofuckenweeksandyouonly

callingnow?!"

Bandi:"Thebabywasmine."

Me:"Huh?"

Bandi:"Thetestscamebackpositive.Hewas

99.9%mine"

Thiscomesasashocktomeandsuddenlyitall

endsup.

Hopehadamiscarriageandthismeanshewas

affectedbythelossoftheirunbornbabywhich



makesmewonderofwhatsignificancesheis

tohim.

Wasitmorethanjustsex?Isheinlovewithher

now?

AllthesethoughtsrunaroundinmymindthatI

evenforgethe'sontheotherline.

Bandi:"Pink?Areyouthere?"

Me:"Sorry,Iam.I'msorryabouteverything"

Bandi:"It'sOk.IjustwantyoutoknowIlove

youandalwayswill.Don'tstress,I'mfineand

I'msorryfornotbeingintouch.Ineeded

sometimetoprocessthis"

Me:"It'sOk,Iunderstand.Butyoupromiseit's

neverhappeningagain,right?"

Bandi:"Ipromise"

Myheartjustmelts.Hesoundssincere.

Me:"Iloveyou"



Bandi:"Igottagonowbaby,Ihaveafriendly

match.Wishmeluck"

Me:"Goodluckandalsosendmesometopless

pictures."

Hechucklesontheotherside

Bandi:"Youturningbadinmyabsence?Willdo.

TakecareofyourselfformeOk?I'llseeyou

whenIcome.Iloveyou"

Me:"Iwillbaby.Iloveyoutoo"

Iputmyphoneinmychestjustafterhehangs

upwithasmileonmyface.

I'mcontentnow.

He'sfineandItrustwewillbe.

NowIjustcan'twaitforhimtogethere.

.

ROMEO

Idecidenottopesterhertodaysoarrivingat



herplacethatlatenight,Ijustwanttobeinthe

presenceofmybaby.

Iendupsleepingoverwithhiminmyarmsand

I'mwokenupbycameraflashes.

ShegiggleswhenIopenmyeyes.

Rey:"Youguysjustlooksocute"

ShetakesOmega,withhisbottleinherhands

andstartsfeedinghim.

Rey:"Ididn'tknowyouweresleepingover"

Me:"It'sconvenientsinceIcan'ttakehimwith

me"

IstretchmyarmsabitsinceIjustwokeupand

mymusclesarestiff,Inoticeshe'slookingat

mylowerbody.

Me:"Youcheckingmeout?"

Sherollshereyes.

Rey:"Idon'tknowwhenlookingbecamea



crime"

Ichucklelightlythenstandup,puttingonmy

shoes.

Rey:"Youleaving?"

Me:"I'veoverstayedmywelcome"

Ikissmysongoodbyethenbeginputtingonmy

watchafterwhichIputmyphoneonmypocket.

Me:"Seeyoutomorrow"

IcanseeshewantstosaysomethingbutI'm

guessingit'spridestoppinghersoIgetoutwith

asmirkonmyface.

IsendatexttoBandilejustaftergettingintomy

car.

"Therestisuptoyou"

.

.
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EPISODEFOUR

ROMEO

BandilecallsmejustafterIgethomeandI

laughalonebeforepickingup.

Me:"Yeah?"

Bandile:"Whatdidyoudotoher?"

IfonlyheknewitswhatIdidn'tdo.

Me:"Nothing,absolutelynothing."

Bandile:"Iknowyouman.Icouldjustreadit

fromthattextkuthiyoudidsomething"

Me:"Ididn'tdoanything.Ineverthoughtnot

payingheranyattentioncouldworkbutitdid

thenIleft."

Hechuckles,probablyamusedbythisandIjust



snicker.

Bandile:"I'monitthen."

Me:"Great.IknewIcouldcountonyou"

Ihangupandgointothehouse.I'mhungrysoa

bathwillhavetowait.

MomisInthekitchenpreparingbreakfastwith

Sphe.

Igreetbeforepeepingintothepots,tosee

what'scooking.

Mom:"Whereareyoucomingfrom?"

Me:"Iwenttoseemyson"

Sphe:"Howishe?It'ssounfairthatYouand

Jabuaretheonesalwaysseeinghim"

Me:"IdoubtFeliciawouldhaveaproblemwith

youseeingyournephew"

Mom:"Sheshouldcomevisitusforawhile,

beforeshegoesbacktoschool"



Me:"Youknowhowhermomis.Shedidn't

evenwanthertogobacktoschooluntilthe

babyisthreemonthswhichwould'nthave

workedbecauseshewouldhavetomissher

midyearexams.ThelastthingIwantisherlife

goingbackbecauseofthebaby"

Dad:"Shouldhavethoughtofthatbeforehitting

itraw.Goodmorningfamily"

Mom:"He'sonetotalk.Hedoesn'tevenuse

protectionnow"

Sphe:"Ok,that'smycue"

Ilaugh,thatwasenoughtokeepdadquiet.

Theyalwaysdothisanditalwaysamusesme.

Dad:"Soyoucondoningthis?"

Me:"Ithashappened.Omegaishereandallhe

candonowisgetFeliciaonbirthcontrol,

seeinghispenis,likethatofsomeoneIknowis

allergictocondoms"



Dad:"Whyareyoumadatme?"

Mom:"Doyoureallyhavetoask?Youwantme

totellyou?Youwantmetospellitoutforyou?"

Me:"Idon'tmindyouguysarguinginmy

presencebutcanyouatleastdoitafteryou

dishupforme?"

Dad:"You'rePMSing.That'lljustbethereason

forthis"

Hewalksawayandmomjustclickshertongue.

Ok,maybeIshouldnothavecomebecausethe

tensionintheairisthicknow.

ShegivesmemyplateofbreakfastwhichItake

tomyroom.

Arrivingthere,Ibrushmyteethbeforegoing

backtomyroomwhereImunchmyfood.

ItakeashoweraftereatingandwhenI'mdone

dressingup,it'sthenthatIdrivebacktomy

place.



ItfeelsemptywithoutReyandifshewashere,

shewouldhavecleanedandprobablybe

cookingbynow.

Imissher,IreallydobutI'mleavingtherestto

Bandile.

It'sbadenoughthatIhavetoactlikeIdon't

carebutknowingshe'snolongermine,sucks.

AllIwantisanopportunitytotellherwhatreally

happened.

TheonlyconsolationIhaveisknowingIdidn't

sleepwithanyofthosegirls.

.

HOPE

Iwakeupwithabangingheadache,bittertaste

inmymouthandchillicravings.

I'mhungoverwhichmakesmeregretgoingover

limitĺikethatyesterday.

Anyway,IdidwhatIfeltlikedoing.



Atleastthealcoholandmarijuanawereableto

numbthepainalittle.

IlookedattheboxIgotfromRomeo.

Maybereadingtheletterwon'thurt.

Anyway,Ipushthatintothebackofmymindas

Istepintotheshower.

Iletthecoldwaterhitmybody,andgetout

whenI'mcontent.

Idrythenlotionbeforewearingarobe.

It'salazySundayforme.

Ipluginmycoffeemakerwhiletakingoutchilli

bitesfromthebreadbin.

Ialwaysputthemthere.

Afterhavingmycupofcoffee,Igobacktomy

roomandcomebackwiththeletterandbox.

Iputtheboxontopofthecoffeetable,laying

onmybackonthecouchandtearingupthe



bow.

"DearHope"

TheheadingreadsandIlaugh.

Ineverthoughtofhimasoldfashionedbuthe

justneverceasestoamazeme.

"Pleasereadthistotheend"

Itgoesontosay.Ilaughalittle,realisinghow

it'snotevenallofthepagesoI'mguessinghe's

notgoodwithwords.

ImustadmitthatI'mimpressedbyhishand

writing.

"Notevenwordscandescribethemeasureof

myapologies.

FromthebottomofmyheartIapologise.I

knowyoudon'twanttohearthisbutI'msorry.

ThishurtmemuchbecauseneverdidIbelieve

he'smineuntilIlosthim.



Ipersonallythinkyourlifewouldhavebeen

peacefulhadInotinvadeditbutwebothcan

agreewe'vehadthebestoftimestogether.

Thememorieswillforeverlingerinmybrain.

Hope,I'msorry.

Pleasefinditinyourhearttoforgiveme.

Youprobablywantnothingtodowithmenow

butIunderstand.

Pleasetakethatteddyintheboxandhugit,

insteadofthepillow

Takecare,

Bandile"

Ichucklealittleafterthat.Icanimaginehowhe

wasprobablyfeelingwhenhewrotethat.

IopenthebigboxandTakeoutthesoft,white

teddy.

IhuginandthetearsjustfallasIembraceit.



Itallcomesrunningback.Ilostmybaby.

Ithrowitontheothercouchandrunbacktomy

roomwhereIwearadidasleggingsanda

sportsbra.

I'mgoingforajog.IwearmypurpleNikeRosh,

tiemyhairintoalazybunthengetmyiPodand

pluginmyheadsets.

Comingback,I'mtiredashellbutitwasworthit.

IbumpintosomeonejustasI'mabouttogoup

thestairsandapologise.

Hisphonehasfallenandthescreenseems

broken.

Him:"Doyouhaveanyideahowmuchthat

fuckencosts?"

Ok,Icanseethathe'sprettymadnow.

Ididn'tthinkit'sabigdeal.

Me:"WellI..I'msorry"



Him:"Issorrygoingtofixthis?I'mtalkingR15k

justtofixthisscratch."

Ilookupathimtofindhimbreathingfire,Ican

seesmokecomingfromhisears.

He'scolouredIpresumesohe'sorangenow.

Me:"I'msorrysir.CanIcallmydadandask

himtogetitfixed?UnfortunatelyIdon'thave

thatkindofmoney"

Helooksatmeforawhilethenshakeshishead

beforeWalkingaway.

Ishrugthenwalkupthestairs.

Hedidn'tlooklikethemanwhowasmada

minuteago.

.

REY

Me:"Idon'tknowwhyyoubotheringyourself

withthis.Hehurtme"



Bandi:"Andhedoesn'tdeserveasecond

chance?"

Me:"DidyouhearwhatIsaid,ordoesitnot

Matter?"

Bandi:"CanIaskyousomething?"

Ihuff,rollingmyeyesbeforetellinghimtogo

ahead.

This,tomeisjustawasteoftimebecause

Romeoistheonewhocheated,notme.

Bandi:"HowwouldyoufeelifRomeowereto

moveon?Let'ssayhefindssomeonewho's

probablyhisageandtheyfallinlove.Theyget

married,takeyoursonandplayhappyfamilies

withhim.Wouldyoubehappyaboutthat?"

Me:"What?Ofcoursenot.ImeanI..I'dnever

behappywithmysonawayfromme"

Bandi:"AndRomeo?Doyouwanthimtomove

on?"



Isighandwhisper.

Me:"No"

Bandi:"Justgivehimachance.Helovesyou,I

knowhedoes.Thismightbeyourlastchance

atlove."

Me:"Iguessyouright."

Bandi:"WebothknowIamnowcallthatman

soyoucantalk.I'mnotsaying,makeiteasyfor

himbutjusttryit.He'samanandwe'renot

perfect."

Me:"Ican'tbelieveI'mactuallylisteningtoyou

afteryouignoredPinkForweeks"

Bandi:"I'vefixedthatnowfixyours.Iloveyou

kid"

Ichuckle,shakingmyheadlightly

Me:"GoodbyeBandile"

Ihangupandsit,staringatmysonwholooks

justlikehisfather



Me:"Imissdaddysomuchbuthehurtme.Do

youthinkIshouldgivehimachance?"

Isigh,decidingtotakeabathbeforeIcancall

him.

It'salreadylateintheevening,around6pmandI

hopeIcanreachhim.

Welastsawhiminthemorningandit'sunlike

him.

"Romeo'sphone,hello?"

Me:"Pleasegivehimthephone"

"Ok.Romeo!Wifeyiscalling!"

Idon'tevenwanttostressmyselfaboutwho

thatcouldbe.

AllIwantisforthismantocomehere.

Romeo:"Baby?Imean,Felicia?"

Me:"Areyoubusy?"

Romeo:"Very.Ihaveanimportantmeeting



tomorrowmorningsoI'mpreparingmyselffor

that"

Me:"Andthelady?"

Romeo:"Relax,she'sgay."

Ibreatheoutinreliefandhearhimchuckle.

Me:"Canyouatleastcomeovertomorrow

afterwork?It'simportant"

Romeo:"IsitaboutOmega?IsheOk?"

Me:"I'llbeexpectingyou.Comewiththat

chickenthatIlike.I'mtiredofeatingporridge"

Ididn'tevenwaitforhimtoreply.

Ireallydohopehe'sbeingtruthful.

Idon'tevenknowifI'llbeabletotrusthimafter

this.

IhateFeelingsoinsecure.

.

.
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EPISODEFIVE

ROMEO

Idon'tevenneedtothinktwiceaboutit.

Iamsohappyafterhercall.Idon'tevenfeelthe

needtogooutanymore.

I'mnotreallybusybutReyneedstoknowshe

can'talwaysgetwhatshewants.

Oneofushastobematureinthisrelationship

andseeingthatI'molder,itwillhavetobeme.

Gettingbackfromwork,Idon'tgohomeyetbut

instead,IgotothemallwhereIbuyherchicken



withchips,rollsandsomejuice.

She'snotahugefanoffoodsoIknowshe

won'teatmuchofitthereforeIensureIhave

enoughappetiteforthebothofus.

Bandiledidcallmetotellmehowitwentand

Thatwasconfirmationenoughthatwewere

goingsomewhere.

She'sjusttakenabathwhenIarriveandhasa

towelwrappedaroundherbody.

Itakeafewminutestostay,admiringher

wonderfulbodyandprayingthatshewas

completelyhealedsowecoulddoit.

I'mpatientthough,Iloveherthatmuchandit

doesn'tmatterhowlongIhavetowait.

Rey:"I'llbewithyouinasecond"

Inodandgoontositonthebed.

Ilookatherasshedropsthetowelthenstart

lotioningherbody.



She'salreadylosingweightandIhatethat

becauseIjustloveherimperfectionssomuch.

Pregnancyreallysuitsherbutagain,she'sonly

15soIhavetoputthatinmind.

ShewearsasimpleblackT-shirtdresswithher

flopsthenholdsherhairintotwobuns.

It'sgrown,biggerandfrisky.

Me:"Icamewiththechicken"

Rey:"ShouldIdishupforyoutoo?"

Me:"Ihaven'teatensincelunchsoyesplease"

Sheseemsnervous,probablybecauseIhaven't

smiledeversinceIgothereandshe'salways

beenintimidatedbyme.

WhichIdidn'tmindbutIdidn'twantittogetto

thepointwhereshefearsme.

Shecomeswithtwoplatesforus,minerather

biggerthanhers.



Me:"We'vegonebacktonoteating?"

Shegigglessoftlythenbitesherlip.

Rey:"Ihaveafiguretomaintain"

Me:"Iwouldn'tmindyoupursuingaflat

stomachbecauseIknowhowyougirlsarebutI

definitelydon'thaveaproblemwithyourbody

now.IthinkI'mtheoneyoushouldbetryingto

impressandI'malreadyimpressed."

Rey:"I'mnotgoingtooverfeedmyselfRomeo.

You'reamansoit'sunderstandablemaraNna,

no."

Ijustlaugh,shakingmyhead.

Silenceembracestheatmosphereasweeat

butit'snotawkward.

Shetakesourplatesafter,seeingthatweboth

doneandcomesbackwithglassesofjuice.

She'sreallywifematerial.Thewayshetakes

careofme,youwouldn'teventhinkshe'sa



teenager.

Me:"SoI'mhere,likeyouasked"

Shenodsthenstartsplayingwithherfingers.

She'snervous,Icantellandshyinmypresence.

Rey:"Iwasn'texpectingyoutocomelookingso

formal"

Me:"YousaidIshouldcomeafterwork.Idon't

rememberyoumentioningthatIshouldchange

"

Shelaughssweetly,it'scontagiouswithher

peakyvoiceandIwishIhadbeenwarnedat

firstbecauseIwouldhaverecordedit.

Rey:"I..Idon'tknowhowtosaythis"

Me:"Talktomebaby"

Rey:"Whathappenedonyourbirthday?Where

didthosegirlscomefrom?Didyou..Didyou

Umm..Youknow?"



Ilaughatthenervousnessinhervoice.

She'stheonewhocalledmehereandseeing

howrudeshe'sbeentomethepastfewweeks,

sheshouldn'tbethisscared.

Me:"MyfriendsfromLondonaretheoneswho

calledthemoverthenightbeforebutIpromise

wedidn'tdoanything.Theyweresupposeto

leavebeforemidnightbuttheydidn'tandwhen

youcame,Iwasthrowingthemout."

Rey:"Halfnaked?"

Me:"YouofallofpeopleshouldknowIdon't

sleepfullydressed.Ipromiseit'sthetruth"

ShenodsandIcanseeitinhereyesshe

believesme.

Thatwasthehonesttruthwhichiswhyitdidn't

makesensetomewhyshe'dwannabreakup

withmebecauseofthat.

Rey:"I'msorryfornotgivingyouachanceto



explain."

Me:"Iknowhowyoucanmakeituptome"

Shebitesherlip,lookingatmewithhereyes

squinted

Rey:"How?"

Me:"First,youtakemebackandsecond,we

kiss"

Rey:"Canwejustactlikeweneverbrokeupat

least?"

Sheasksthatbitinghernails.Igetclosertoher

andsitrightnexttoher

Me:"Finewithme.Mykisswoman"

ShebringsherlipsclosetomineandImeether

halfway.

Oh,howI'VEmissedthis.

WekissslowlyandIcouldhearamelody

playingasweindulgeinthiskiss.



Itpoursoutalotoffeelingsandemotions,andI

deepenitasIpullherclosertome,pressingour

bodiestogether.

OhhowI'VEmissedthis.

Omegadecidestocry,breakingoursweet

moment.

Ibitherliplightlythenallowhertotakethe

baby,spankingherwonderfulassasshestands

up.

Rey:"Suchamoodkiller"

Me:"That'smysonFelicia"

Sherollshereyes,makingmechuckle.

I'mjustgladshe'smineagainandIpromise

myselftoneverallowhertoleavemeagain.

.

HOPE

Myencounterwiththatrudestrangerhasn't



transpiredAgainAndI'mglad.

Ijustdon'twanttohavearepeatofthatagain.

I'mworkingonmyselfrightnowandinthat,I've

decidedtogetmyfirsttattoo.

I'vealwaysbeenfascinatedbythem.Partially

becausemyaunthasthemandeachhasits

ownstory.

Inevergettiredofhearingherstoriesandit

seemsshe'snottheonlyonewhowasunlucky

inlove.

Ilookathernowandshe'shappilymarriedand

thatgivesmehopethatmyprincecharmingis

outthere,somewherewaitingforme.

It'sPink'sbirthdaytomorrow,it'sTuesdaytoday.

Idon'tevenknowwhattogetherbutI've

decidedtogotothemalltosearchforagift.

I'vejustcomefromcampussouponarrivalat

myflat,Itakeaquickshowerthengetdressed



inawhitedenimbumshortwithblackcroptop

andanoversizeddenimboyfriendjacket.

Iwearsneakersthistime,regardlessofhow

shortIlookandacaponmyhead.

Itakemybackpack,inwhichIputmyphone

andwalletthenleave,withmycarkeysinmy

hands.

EventhoughIpreferusingthestairs,Igoforthe

elevatorsinceitsfaster.

"Hope"

SomeonecallsformejustasI'mabouttoexit

andIstop,rightnexttotheentrance.

IimmediatelyfrownwhenIseetherude

stranger.

Howdidheevenknowmyname?

Me:"CanIhelp?"

Him:"I'msorryaboutmyoutbursttheother

day"



Me:"Apologyaccepted"

Iturnbacktoleavebuthestillfollowsme.

Whycan'thejustleavemealone?

Me:"Whatnow?"

Him:"CanIhaveyournumber?"

Me:"No,justleavemealoneman."

Him:"Whyareyoubeingrude?"

Ilaugh,unabletobelievethenerveofthisguy.

Me:"Don'tevenstartwithme.Definitelynot

afterhowyouspoketome."

Him:"I'mMarcusbutyoucancallmeMike"

Me:"AndI'mnotinterested"

I'vealreadyarrivedattheparkinglot,soIunlock

mycarandgetinside,puttingonmyshades.

Ireallydon'thavetimeforthisguy.

.



PINK

It'sjustadaybeforemybirthdayandI'malittle

skeptical.

I'mturning15inJustafewhoursandyetIhave

alotofmixedfeelings.

.

.

I'llcontinuetomorrow

[07/24,23:04]W:EPISODEFIVECONTINUES

PINK

Manypeoplebecomeanxiousastheirbirthday

approachesandIwasn'tanydifferent.

Witheverythingthat'sbecausehappening,I

wanttolookforwardtoit.

It'snoteasyfindingoutthatyourboyfriend

impregnatedyourcousinwithachildwholeft



herbroken.

Momdidmentiontowhatextentthebabyhurt

her,whichshowsjusthowgreatlyaffected

everyonewasandwhichmakesmewonder

whatwouldhavehappenedifthebabyhadlived.

I'mnotreallyacruelpersonbutI'msomehow

gratefulthatshehadamiscarriage.

Whatwouldhavebeenofmeandmy

relationshipwithBandile?

AsifheknowsI'mthinkingofhim,myphone

ringswithanincomingcallfromhim.

IsmileasIanswer.

I'msohappytohearfromhim.

Bandi:"Mybeautiful,wonderfulandsexy

girlfriend"

Ichuckllightlyasthosewordsbumpintomy

heart.

Me:"Heyboyfriend"



Bandi:"Howareyou?Fifteenisjustinafew

hours"

Asheremindsme,Irememberhewon'tbehere

tospenditwithme

Me:"Iwishitcouldgobackabit.Youwon'tbe

here"

Ifrownasthatrealityhitsme.Whydidhehave

togosofar?

Bandi:"IknowandI'msorrybabybutIgotyou

something"

Me:"Yougotmesomething?"

Bandi:"Yeah.ThatassholeRomeowillbringIt

toyou.It'smybirthdaypresenttoyouandmy

declarationofmyloveforyou"

Ijustblush,that'smusictomyears.

Oh,howIlovehim.Tothinkouroneyear

anniversaryiscomingandIhopethatwereach

it.



He'smyfirstlove,virginbreakerallwrapped

intoone.

Idon'twanttolosehim.Ijustlovehimtoo

much.

Me:"AllIneednowissomebirthdaysex"

Helaughs,makingmemisshimevenmore.

Ican'tevenrememberthelasttimewehadsex,

somethinghegotmeusedto.

Bandi:"Nonobaby,wemakinglove,nothaving

sex"

IgiggleattheauthorityInhisvoice.

Girlsmustbegoingcrazyoverhisbeautifulself.

Iknowhe'sdrivingmecrazy.

Me:"AndImissitDlamini"

Bandi:"CometoCapeTownonFridayand

you'llgobackonSaturday"

Me:"Youknowhowitisformehere"



Bandi:"Makeupsomelie.I'llbookaflightfor

you"

Ithinkaboutitalotandmyloveforhim

convincesmetosayyes.

Idomisshim.

Me:"Okay,Iwill."

Bandi:"Youpromise?I'mbookingtheflight

now"

Igiggle.

Me:"YesBandile,Ipromise"

Bandi:"I'mgoingtobesomadifyoubreakyour

promise.Verymad."

Me:"I'lltrynotto"

Bandi:"YehWenaKhanyisa!"

Ilaugh,Iwasjustteasinghim.

Ireallycan'twaittoseehimandI'llgive

anythingtobewithhim.



Me:"Kadlalababe.I'mgoingtobethere"

Bandi:"IFinnalicksomething,sucksomething,

youdig?"

Ilaugh,shakingmyheadathissilliness.

Me:"Youshouldsleep.Iwantyoutobethefirst

towishmeahappybirthday"

Bandi:"Youdoknowwhattimeitis,right?"

Me:"OfcoursebabybutcanIjustgivethe

commandsforonce?Justonce"

Bandi:"Fine.I'lljustlisten.Iloveyoubaby"

Me:"Iloveyoutoo.I'mabouttosendyou

something,switchyourdataon"

Bandi:"IhaveunlimitedWi-Fibabe,dothat."

Me:"Alright,Iloveyoumore"

Bandi:"Debatable.Stopstressing.I'myoursand

yourmine"

Me:"Thenweshouldjustgetmarriedandhave



lotsofbabies"

Helaughs

Bandi:"I'llmarryyouat18,whileyoupregnant

withmybaby"

Me:"Haibo,that'sinfouryears."

Bandi:"Youturning15soit'sinthree.Iwould

havegraduatedbythenandI'malreadymaking

flamesinRugby."

Me:"I'llrevisitthisconversationinthreeyears"

Bandi:"Iloveyou.Letmesleepwoman"

Me:"Alrightbaby"

Hehasdefinitelymanagedtoputasmileonmy

face.

Ithrowmyselfontopofmybest,bouncinga

littlewithasmileonmyface.

WhywasIworried?

.



KADEN

Njabulohasdecidedtovisitmeinmyflat.

It'swhereIamrightnow,seeingthatI'mbackin

campusAndagainbecauseIneedmyown

spaceeventhoughmomAnddaddon'tmind.

Jabu:"How'sitgoingwiththebook,your

search?"

Me:"Ihaven'treallystartedwiththesearchand

it'sgoinggood.Idon'twanttorushtheready

becauseitseemsdeep."

Jabu:"JustknowI'llsupportyouinwhatever

youdecide."

Me:"Thankyou.I'dlovethat"

IhateitwhenIzoneout.

He'sherebutmymindisn't.

I'mthinkingabouthowblessedIamtohave

himandcan'tbelieveit'sbeenayear.



He'ssuchagreatguy.

Me:"Ineverreallygottothankyouaboutnot

givinguponme,onus."

Jabu:"It'sbecauseIloveyou.I'dnevergiveup

onwhatIlove"

Me:"Youcallingmeathing?"

Jabu:"You'remyprettyyoungthing"

Ilaugh.Ishouldbetheonetosaythattohim

seeingthathe'syoungerthanme.

Me:"Ifyouwearingyouruniformnow,whatare

yougoingtoweartomorrow?"

Jabu:"There'sanotherset.Baby,canIask?

Pleasedon'tgetoffended"

Me:"Umm,ofcourse"

Jabu:"WhenamIgoingtoseeyounaked?"

Ilookdown.Thistopicismakingmeuneasy.

I'veseenhimalmostnakedbutIjustcan't.



I'veneverbeenthatfreearoundhim.

Me:"Idon'tknow.Ireallydon'tknow"

Jabu:"IloveyouOkandI'dneverdoanything

youdonotwanttodo.I'llnevertakeadvantage

ofyouinthatregardandIrespectthefactthat

youwanttowaituntilmarriage,really,Ido"

Me:"But?"

Jabu:"It'sbeenayear.Ijustwantyoutoallow

metomakelovetoyou,withoutbreakingyour

virginityormydickonyourpussy"

Hismouthhasabsolutelynofilter.

Isigh.He'sright,Iknowhe'srightbutIcan't

bringmyselftodoit.

Me:"I'msorry.IreallyambutIcan't"

Henods.He'sthemostunderstandingguyI

know.

Jabu:"It'sOK.Ijusthopeyou'lltrustme

enoughonedaytobecompletelynakedwith



me"

Hepullsmeinforahugandittakesallofme

nottocry.

Ithinkit'stimeIhadaconversationwithmom

aboutthis.

She'sveryunderstandingandIbelieveshecan

helpmeovercomewhateverfearIhave.

I'm19afterall.

.

.
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EPISODESIX

ROMEO

Ican'thelpbutstareatmyphone'swallpaper.



It'sthetwomostimportantpeopleinmylife.

Myfuturewifeandson.

Myheartjustsmilesatthethought.

IneverthoughtIcouldbeinlovelikethisand

it'ssofuckengood.

Myphonerings,disturbingmefrommytrailof

thoughtsandIstareatthecallerID.

Idecidetojustletitringthenansweronthe

secondring.

Me:"What?"

HelaughsonthesideandIjustchuckle.

Bandi:"Justgivemygirlhergift.She'swaiting"

Me:"I'matwork.Idon'thavetimetoberunning

afterfourteenyearoldsandgivingthemgifts."

Bandi:"Trustme,youdon'twannagothere.

Youhaveyourgirl,don'tmakemewhisper

sweetnothingsinherears.Icaneasilyjust-"



Me:"You'vemadeyourpointdog."

Helaughs.Ipersonallythinkhe'staking

advantageofthefactthatIloveRey.

HeknowshowmiserableI'dbewithoutherso

he'stakingadvantageofthat.

NowIcan'twaittoknockoffsoIcangoseemy

babies.

Bandi:"Igottago.Wenaetsadaedeng"

Me:"Sawara,Igotyou."

Bandi:"Sure"

HehangsupandIstareintonothing.

ThisworkingthingissomethingI'myettoget

usedto.

ImmediatelywhenIknockoff,Idrivehome.

IhavetotakeashowerthengodeliverPink's

gift.

Ipreferdoingitmyselfbecausethatway,Iget



toensurethatshereceivesit.

Iwearshortsthistimewithavestandflops.

Ofcourseaftershoweringandjustbrushmy

hairwithmyhands.

Itakethebox,mycarkeysandwalletthengoto

mycar.

IgetintotherangeroverthistimewhichI

boughtspecificallyformyfamily.

AnywayIdrivetoPink'shousewhilelisteningto

somemusic.

Iparkmycarinsidetheyardthengotothedoor

toknock.

It'snotlikeI'mscaredofanyone.

AbeautifulwomanopenswhomIassumeIs

hermother.

Sheflashesasmileatme,I'mstillcaptivatedby

herbeautythatwhensheclearsherthroat,it's

whenIsnapbacktoreality.



Me:"GoodeveningMrs.I'mhereforPink"

Her:"Andyouare?"

Me:"Romeo.Icomebaringgifts.Ibelieveit's

herbirthdaytoday."

Her:"Areyounotabitoldtobeassociating

yourselfwithmydaughter?"

Me:"We'refarfrombeingacquaintances.I'm

afraidshe'snotmytype.Ialreadyhavea

girlfriendandsonbutthat'snotthereasonI'm

here.Pinkplease"

Sheopensthedoorfurther,allowingmeto

enterandIfollowsuitasshesummonsher

daughter.

Shecomesrunningdownthestairsandsmiles

whensheseesme.

Pink:"I'vebeenexpectingyou"

Me:"Well,hellotoyoutoo.I'mnotstayingfor

long.YourgiftMiss"



Shetakesitwithasmile.

Pink:"Thankyou"

Me:"It'sapleasure.I'llbeonmyway"

Idon'tevenwaitforhertoreplybutjustmake

mywayout.

IdrivestraighttoRey'shome.

She'sprobablygoingtoshoutAtmefornot

bringinganythingbutsheshouldatleastbe

gladIbroughtmyhandsomeface,right?

Anyway,Iparkmycarandgetout,withmy

phoneinmyhands.

It'salreadyabitlate.

It'sdarkalready.

Iknockoncethenletmyselfin.

Ifindherjustlayingonthebed.

Shesmileswhensheseesme.

Icomecloserthenkisshercheek.



Me:"Howareyou?"

Sheshrugs.

Rey:"FineIguess"

It'sonlythenthatIrealiseshe'snotOk.

Me:"Baby,what'sup?"

HerlowerlipstartsshakingandIknowshe's

abouttocry

Thatrightthereisthefinalnailtomycoffin.

Hertearswillalwaysbemyweakness.

Ifeelangerfuelupinmeasafewthoughts

raceinmymind.

Whowouldwannamakemybabycry?

Ipullhertolayonmychestandbrushherback

asthetearsjustfall.

Sheevenhashiccups.

Me:"Baby,what'swrong?"



Sheshakesherheadacoupleoftimes.

Rey:"I'mjustbeingsilly.It'snothing"

Me:"Itcan'tbenothing.Talktome"

IgivehertheglassofwaterIhadpreparedfor

her.

ShedrinkshalfofItthenlooksatme.

Rey:"Ijust...Itsucksthatmyownmotherloves

mybabymorethanme.Shedoesn'tevencare"

It'sonlythenthatIrealiseOmega'sabsence.

Me:"ButyouknowIloveyou,right?Andthat

Omegalovesyou?Mymom,Njabulo,Pink,Your

littlebrother.That'sallthatshouldmatter"

Rey:"Iguessyouright"

Me:"Iamandnowfocusonthatandstop

stressingyourself"

Rey:"Idon'tthinkyouunderstand"

Me:"OhIdo."



Shestartstouchingme,morelikepullingthe

hairinmythighs.

Me:"Whatthefuck?"

Shelaughs,lookingatme.

Rey:"Butwhywouldyouwearpantsthisshort?

"

Me:"That'swhythey'recalledshorts"

Rey:"AndwhatdoyousupposeIwear?They're

toorevealing"

Me:"Wantmetotakethemoff?"

Rey:"Asifyouwould.Youdon'tlistentome

Wena"

Me:"I'mtheheadofthehousehold.Myword

shouldbefinal"

Rey:"Really?"

Me:"Yes.MomwantsyouandOmegatovisit.I

thinkheneedsanothername.ATswanaorZulu



one."

Rey:"I'llleavethattasktoyou."

Me:"Great.I'mstillyettoreceivemykiss"

Rey:"Youneverasked"

Me:"Idon'tthinkIhaveto"

Iputmyhandsonherfacethenkissher,slowly

andpatiently.

I'vebeenwaitingforthis.

I'mnoteveninahurrytohavesexwithher.

IknowIhavetowaitandI'mcompletelyfine

withthat.

.

.

I'mgoingtopostacontinuationtomorrow.

Hopefullyafterthenwe'llhavefullinserts.



YouguysknowIdon'tpostonSunday'sbutI'm

doingthisbecauseIdidn'tpostyesterday.

I'malreadytootiredasis.

[07/24,23:09]W:EPISODESIXCONTINUES

PINK

MymomisbusyinterrogatingmeaboutRomeo

butmymindisnothere.

I'mmoreintothegiftheboughtme.

Mom:"He'sevendisrespectfulkadishortpan"

Ilaugh.Romeodoesn'tcareaboutanyone

excepthisfamily.

Heactuallydoesn'tcarewhatanybodyelse

thinksofhim.

Me:"Allhewantedwastospeaktome.He

didn'tinsultyouoranything.AsfarasIknow,

you'retherudestpersonIknow"

Mom:"Soyoucallingmerude?"



Me:"Evendadknowsthat"

Dad:"Angazinixx.Goodeveningfamily"

Hegoestomymomandtheydecidetoindulge

inadeepkiss,rightinmypresenceandIcan't

helpbutadmiretheirlove.

Mybrotherdoesn'tstaywithus.Weonlystay

withChrisandnowIreallyfeellikeitstimethey

hadanotherchild.

MymomisstillyoungsoIraisetheissue.

Me:"Dad,mom"

Theybothturntolookatme.

Me:"Ithinkit'stimeIhadalittlesister"

There'snoshockintheirfacesbutinstead,Dad

justsmilesandwalksaway.

OK,that'sweird.Ifocusmyattentiononmy

mom,foldingmyarms.

Mom:"Don'tyouhavehomeworkorsomething



todo?"

Me:"Mamabathong"

Mom:"Gotoyourroom,callyourboyfriendor

something"

Me:"ButmomI-"

Mom:"Go!"

Irollmyeyesthenturntoleave.

Mymomisreallysuchasweetheart.

Iwasreallyblessedhere.Actually,I'mblessed.

ItakeoffmyshoesjustasIgetintomyroom

thenthrowmyassonthebed.

Istareatthelittleboxbeforefinallyopeningit.

It'sfirstabraceletwhichhashisname.

It'splatinumincolourandlooksexpensive,I

can'thelpbutsmile.

Itakeoutmyphonetocallhim.



There'saringherewhichhasmeconfused.

Bandi:"Sthandwasam"

Igigglesoftly.Hisvoicesoundssosexywhen

hesaysthat.

Canyoubelievehewasthefirstonetowishme

ahappybirthday?

Well,Hewasandthatwasenoughtomakemy

day.

Me:"Hey,howareyou?"

Bandi:"I'mgoodBaby,you?"

Me:"I'malright.Igotyourgift."

Bandi:"Iwantyoutokeepthatbandonatall

times.Ihaveminetoowithyourname,I'llsend

youasnap"

Me:"Thankyoubaby,andthering?"

Bandi:"We'lltalkabouttheringwhenyoucome

"



Me:"LikewhenI'mthereorwhenIcome,come?

"

HelaughsontheothersideandIbitemylip.

Iblamehimforturningmeintothissexfreak.

Ihavetoadmit,myboyfriendissogoodinbed.

ProbablywhyHopedidthistome.Icanonly

imaginehowheiswithoutarubber.

It'salwaysabarrierbutIlovethathe's

protectingme.

Bandi:"Ihopenoonehasbeentappingwhat's

mine."

Me:"Neverbabe.I'dneverallowthat."

Bandi:"Iknowbaby.Imissyousomuch

though.Ican'twaitforyoutogetyourasshere

"

Me:"It'sonlyadayleft."

Bandi:"Iloveyou,OK?"



Me:"Iloveyoutooandnogirlshouldevenget

ahugfromyou"

Bandi:"Never,theyeventhinkI'mgay"

Ilaugh,he'ssocrazy.

Me:"Good.GAKebatlenixxkaWena"

Bandi:"You'resoterritorialbabeandIloveit."

Me:"Iloveyou"

ImustadmitIwasworriedwithhimgoingto

CapeTownbutitseemsit'streatinghimgood

andwenowmoreinlovethanever.

ItrusthimandIdon'tregretnotallowingHope

tocomebetweenus.

.

HOPE

PinkReallyhasn'tforgivenmeforwhat's

happenedandseeingI'mfocusingonme,I've

decidednottoletItaffectme.



It'sThursdayandIjustwokeup.

IgotomybathroomwhereItakeabaththen

getoutanddry,thenlotion.

It'sprettyhot,ifyouaskmesoIdon'tcover

much.

I'mnotsayingI'mnaked.

Ijustwearablackdenimskirt,whichisabout

15CM,withapinkcroptopandVansoldSkool.

Itakemybag,withmybooksfortheday,phone

andcarkeysthengotothekitchen.

Idon'twanttoarrivesmellingoffoodsoImake

coffeewhichIhavewiththemuffinsIgotfrom

Trinny.

She'ssuchagoodbakerandImustadmitI've

learnedmuchfromher.

WhenI'mdone,Igrabmybagandgetout,

lockingmydoor.

AsIturn,Ibumpintosomeone'schest.



Me:"Youagain"

IrollmyeyesasIseehisbeautifulface.

There'sjustsomethingaboutdarkskinnedguys

thatI'myettoputafingeronbutthisguyis

coloured,withPinklipsandIswearAllmy

thoughtsofdarkskinnedguysjumpoutthe

roof.

Mike:"Iwasjustabouttoknock"

Me:"Suityourself"

AsI'mabouttowalkaway,hegrabsme.

Mike:"I'lldriveyoutoschool.Youowemefor

breakingmyphone'sscreen"

Hisvoiceisstern.Idon'tthinkhe'sgivingme

anyotherchoice.

Heholdsmyhandandhisisjustassoftandbig.

Idon'tknowwhathewantsfrommebutIfollow

himtohiscar.



.

.

Thisisacontinuationofyesterday'sinsert
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EPISODESEVEN

TUMI

Asmuchasitsjoyfultobepregnant,it'salso

tiring.

Tonyneverceasestoremindmeofmylaziness.

I'mslowlybutsurelygettingusedtohisbrutal

honesty.

It'sbeenafewmonthslivingwithhimandI'm

evengettingfat.

Ourlittlemunchkinhasgrown



She'sfivemonthsoldnowandsocute.

ImustadmitthatTony'sgenesarequitethe

bomb.

Tony:"Wakeupnow.You'vebeensleepingfor

solong.Imadebreakfast"

Iyawn.I'mstillprettymuchtiredanditseems

hedoesn'tgetthat.

Itrytocovermyselfwiththeblanketbuthe

removesit.

Me:"Whatnow?"

Tony:"Getyourlazyassup.Imadeyou

breakfast"

Immediatelywhenhementionsfood,Istandup

asthat'senoughtoplaceasmileonmyface.

FoodthatisAnditdoesn'thelpthathe'ssucha

goodcook.

I'monlyfourmonthspregnantbutIjustcan't

waittogivebirth.



IgointothebathroomwhereIbrushmyteeth

andwashmyface.

I'minnothingbuthisshirt.

Idon'tevenwearshoes,thefloorisheated

anywaythenImakemywaytothekitchen.

AmberIscrawlingdownthefloor.

Shedoesn'treallycrawlbutrathermovesonher

stomach.

He'ssogoodwithher.

Hepicksherupthensitsdownwithheronthe

barchair.

Tony:"Blessthefood"

Me:"Don'tstartwithmeAnthony"

HelaughsatmeasIjustindulgemyselfinthe

food,notMindinghim.

He'stalkingtoAmberwhocontinuestolaugh

likeshecanhearhim.



Aftereating,Iwashthedishesmorelikeput

theminthedishwasherandtakemybaby.

WeshowertogetherandIgetusdressedin

matchingoutfits.

Ifindhiminthelounge,sittingdownwitha

friendofhis.

Tony:"Whereareyougoing?"

Me:"Visitingmom.BeenawhilesinceI

checkeduponher"

Tony:"Givemefiveminutes.I'lldriveyou"

Me:"Wecanjusttakeataxi"

Tony:"There'snowayyoutakingataxiwithmy

kids.Ifyouwantto,bettergivebirththenyou

candoasyouwill"

Me:"Asifyou'lleverallowmeto"

ImumblebutitseemsIwasalittletooloud

becauseheheardme.



Tony:"YoudamnrightIwon't"

Hegetsup,pickinghiscarkeysonthecoffee

tablethentakesAmberfrommeaswewalkout.

HesafelyputsherinhercarchairasIgetinthe

frontthencomestohisside.

Tony:"Youshouldtalkaboutthingslikethis

withme.Ishouldnotalwaysask,youknow?"

Me:"I'llkeepthatinmind.I'msorry"

Tony:"Nowtellme,wheredoyouwannaget

married?"

I'minawe.HeissochilledwhileIdonotknow

howtoreact.

Imean,whatdoeshemeanbythat?

Me:"I'mnotfollowing"

Tony:"You'vebeeninLondon,Parisbutwhere

wouldyouwannagetmarried?Howabout

VegasorMiami?"



Me:"Youhaven'tevenproposedyet.Heck,

we'renotevendating"

Tony:"Butyouloveme,surelythat'sallthat

shouldmatter."

Howdidheknow?

Idon'tsayanythingbecausehe'sright.

I'vefallenforhimduringthepastfewmonths

andIthoughtIhadmanagedtohideituntilnow.

Heparkshiscarthencomestoopenmydoor

beforegoingtothebackwherehecomesout

withAmber.

WefindMominthekitchen,whilebaking.

Hegreetsbeforegivingthebabytomeand

kissingmycheek.

Mom:"I'msohappyyou'rehere"

Shetakesthebabyfrommeandwegositin

thelounge.



Thehouseiscomingprettywell.

Me:"Where'sOra?"

Mom:"Lockedupinherroom."

Shedoesn'tevenseeminterestedinthis

conversationandIknowthenthatshedoesn't

wanttotalkabouther.

ShekeepsplayingwithAmberandIdecideto

letthembethengocheckonOrawithafew

muffins.

Sheevenlookslighter.

Me:"Hau,yellowbone"

Shelaughs,standingupfromthebedAnd

takingtheplatefromme.

Ora:"Iwouldn'thavehadthisifyouweren't

here"

Me:"Howarethingshere?"

Ora:"Atleastshelovesmyson.They'rebetter



days"

HelookssomuchlikeRomeo.Sohandsome.

Me:"He'ssohandsome"

Shesmilesslightly

Ora:"Thankyou"

WechillinherroomforawhilethenafterIgo

backtomymomwhogivesmeamouthful.

AmberhasfallenasleepbutIwatchhercook

whilewetalk.

.

HOPE

I'venevercomeacrosssuchapersistentguy.

Atleastnotafter-I'mnotevengoingto

mentionhisname.

WiththebadluckI'vehadinrelationships,I'm

notreadytobewithanyoneyet.

I'mfocusingongettingmylicenseafterthisand



openingasurgery.

Hesayshe'spickingmeup.

IhatethatIhavetoobligetohisrequests

becauseof15K.

IwouldhaveitifIdidn'tspendmostofmy

allowanceshoppingonlinebutnow,nowIjust

havetosuckItup.

I'mhungry,mystomachisevengrowlingand

theweatherhaschanged.

Ialwayskeepajerseyinmycarfordayslike

this.

Miranda:"You'vebeenscarce"

Ichuckle.Ihaven'tseenherinawhile.

Me:"I'vebeenbusycatchingup."

Weshareatighthug.

HowImissedher.

Miranda:"I'mgladyougood.Youlookgreat"



Me:"Thankyou.I'mtrying.It'snoteasybutI

thinkI'llgetthere"

WhatIdon'ttellheristhatthedemonswhisper

tomewhenI'maloneandsober.

Me:"Romeosayshi"

Iseehercheeksreddenatthementionofhis

nameandjustchuckle.

Theguydoesn'tevenrememberhername.

IseeMikeparkhiscarandthatismycue.

Me:"Icangiveyouhisnumber,ifyouwantit"

Shegrinswidely.

Miranda:"Really?"

Inodthenimmediatelysendherthecontacts

viaWhatsapp.

Me:"Youoweme,keepthatinmind"

Shenodsacoupleoftimes.

She'ssoexcitedthough,it'scontagious



becauseIendupsmiling.

Wepartways,withmegoingtothisman'scar

Andhe'sleaningonitwithhiseyesfocusedon

me.

Mike:"Igotyouacoat.Idon'twantyou

catchingacold"

Hehadplaceditontopofhidcarsohegivesit

tomeandIwearitimmediately.

It'slikeitwasseamedonmybodybecauseit

fitsperfectly.

HeopensthedoorformeandIgetin.

Hestartsthecarimmediatelywhenhegetsin

andIremainsilent.

Ihateitnowwhenguysapproachmebecause

italwaysendswithmecryingoverabroken

heart.

Ipersonallydon'tthinkhe'sanydifferent.

Me:"Ihopeyoutakingmetomyflat"



Mike:"I'llhavetodisappointyouthereKylie.We

goingtomyplace"

Me:"AndwhythehellwillIgotoyourplace?"

Mike:"Becauseyoudon'thaveanyotherchoice

"

Me:"Allbecauseofaphonescreen?Actually,

I'llcalldadormyuncle,I'mprettysurethey'll

giveyouyourmoney"

Itakeoutmyphonewhichhesnatchesfrommy

handsandIfoldmyarms,lookingathim.

Mike:"Relax,willyou?Ijustenjoyseeingyour

beautifulface"

Me:"Howgreat"

MysarcasmIsloudenoughyethechuckles

Idon'tsayanythingduringtherestofthe

journeyandsoon,wearriveatwhatIthinkishis

place.

Hecomestomysidewhereheopensthedoor



formethengetsmybagformeandwegoto

thedoor.

Hetakesoutakeyfromhispocketandopens

thedoorthenmakesspaceformetoenterfirst.

ThehouseisinblackandsilverAndImust

admitthatthedecorissplendid.

Ifallinlovewiththekitchenwhichissowide

Andbig.

They'remirrorseverywhereandIknowthatif

thisweremyhouse,I'dspendmostofmytime

there.

Hetakesoffmycoatformeandhangsitbefore

takingouthisblazer.

Me:"Ifyoulivehere,whyareyoualwaysinmy

block?"

Mike:"Becauseofyou"

Me:"That'salie.Youonlysawmethedayyou

bumpedintome"



Mike:"I'mtheowner.It'sonlyafterbumping

intoyouthatIwenttherefrequently"

Me:"Look,Idon'tdate.Infact,Idon'twanta

boyfriendnow.You'rehot,handsomeandallbut

I'mcool"

Hetakesmyhand,notevenmindingmeandI

followhimtowhereverhe'stakingme.

Wetakestairsdownthedarkpassagewhich

leadsustothebasement.

Hepunchesinacertaincodethenthedoorflies

open.

Heswitchesthelightonandthewholeroom

comestolight.

It'sinPurewhite.

Me:"Thisis..Wow"

Mike:"Iwannaplaysomethingforyou"

Ilookatthecenterwherethere'sapianothat's

whitewithgoldkeys.



HesitsdownandIstandbyhim.

Hestartsplaying,withhiseyesfocusedonme

thensings

Mike:"WhenIfirstsawyou,Isaidohmy

That'smydream.That'smydream"

HesoundssoprofessionalwhenhesingsandI

can'thelpbutadmirethebeautifulsight.

He'ssuchagoodsinger.

.

KADEN

Iknocklightlyonherdoor,shaking.

Idon'tknowwhereI'mgoingtostartbutIfigure

Ishouldjustbehonest.

I'vebeencontemplatingthisforawhileandmy

mindremindedmeofJabuandthatwas

persuasiveenoughformetodothis.

Mom:"Comein"



Itakeadeepbreathinandoutthenopenthe

doortoenter.

She'swithdadwhoexcuseshimselfafter

placingawetkissonmycheek.

Mom:"Baby,areyouOK?"

Isigh.IknowIhavetodothis.

IfnotformethenforJabu.

Me:"Ihaveasituation"

Mom:"What?Youpregnant?OmyGod"

Ichuckleatheroverreaction.

Me:"No,ofcoursenot."

Iseeherrelax.Finally.

Mom:"What'swrong?"

Me:"It's..Ican't.."

Mom:"Justrelax.Thisismeyoutalkingto"

Me:"Ican't..I'mnotfreearoundmyboyfriend



andhehasacceptedthatIwanttowaitbutI

can'teventakeoffmyclothesinhispresence

whilehecaninmine"

Mom:"Oh"

Inod,lookingdown.

Mom:"Baby,youhavetostopshadingyour

heartlikethis.IknowyouloveJabu,we'veseen

itbutyoustillhaven'tgivenhimyourall.He

lovesyou,he'spatientbutyouhavetoallow

yourselftolovehimwithyourall"

Me:"Buthow,howdoIdothat?"

Shesmilesatmesweetly.

Mom:"Gogetsomewineandthatice-cream

tubinthefridgeandwe'lltalkaboutit"

Me:"YouknowIdon'tdrink"

Mom:"Yeahyeahbutyouneedtolightenup.

Nowgo"

Ijustlaugh,goingoutofherroom.



.

.
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EPISODEEIGHT

ROMEO

IfindmygirllyingonherstomachandImust

admitthattheviewistodiefor.

Shehasn'theardI'mhereyetandItakeafew

minutesjusttostareandadmire.

Ithinkit'swhenshesensessomeonestaring,

thatsheturnsonherbackandhereyesmeet

mine.

Shesmiles.

Rey:"Howlonghaveyoubeenhere?"



Me:"Awhile"

Ireply,asIcomeclosertoher.

Me:"Where'smyson?"

Rey:"Isoldhimtothehighestbidder"

Me:"YehWena!"

Shelaughsthenpouts.

Rey:"It'sjustnotfairthatyoulovehimmore

thanme"

Isitdownonherbedandleandownabit,

toweringoverher.

Me:"That'simpossible.Ilovedyouevenmore

whenyougavemehim."

Shesmiles,revealingherteeth.

Rey:"Youmeanit?"

Me:"Ofcoursebaby,youhavemyheart"

IkissherlipsasIpositionmyselfontopofher,

gettingbetweenherlegsandshereplieswith



justasmuchhunger.

Realisingmyarousalbythissituation,Istopit,

plantakissonherforeheadthenliebesidesher

withmyelbowsupportingmyhead.

Me:"Didyoupack?"

Rey:"Whatfor?"

Me:"Comeon.IthoughtItoldyouukuthimom

wantsyouandThabisotovisit."

Rey:"That'shisname?Wow"

Me:"Justthoughtofitnowbutit'sperfect.

Anyway,betterstartnow"

Rey:"HaiI'mtiredRomeo"

Me:"Areyoupregnantagain?Maybeoneis

hidingsomewhereinyourstomach"

Shelaughs,lookingatme.

Rey:"That'scrazy"

Me:"Huh.Youcanneverknow.Letmesee"



Rey:"Suityourself"

SheliftshertopupandIgetontopofherthen

focusmyattentiononherstomach.

Me:"CanItakeapicture?"

Rey:"Asifyouwon'tifIsaidno"

Me:"Youknowmetoowell"

Itakeoutmyphonefrommypocketandsnapa

pictureofherstomachwhichislikeapieceof

art.

Ilovethatshe'ssofreearoundme,especially

withherbody.

IkissherstomachbeforegettingupbecauseI

reallymissmyson.

Me:"Uphi?"

Rey:"Mainhouse"

IleavemyphonebehindasIgotopickupmy

sonAndhermomdoesn'tevenresist.



Idon'tunderstandwhytheylikeplayingwith

himwhilehe'ssoyoung.

Gettingback,myphoneisringingandIaskher

toanswerAndputitonloudspeaker.

Me:"Yeah?"

Her:"Romeo,hey"

Reylooksatmewithaperplexedexpression.

ThecalleristoohyperformylikingandIcan't

seemtorecognisethevoice.

Me:"Whoisthis?"

Her:"It'sMiranda"

Me:"Idon'tknowaMiranda"

That'smebeinghonest.Ican'trememberher

andIseemybabyrelax.

Iperkherlips.

Her:"I'mHope'sfriend,theonewho-"

Realitystrikesmeasfastaslightening.



I'msogoingtogetHopeforthis.

Idon'tevenwaitforhertofinishhersentence

becauseIknowwhatwastofollow.

Me:"Don'tcallmeagainandIfuckenmeanit."

ItellReytohangupAndmakeamentalnoteto

blockhernumber.

Rey:"Thatwasintense"

Me:"Yeah.IblameHopethough.She'sgiving

herfriendsmynumbers.Haveyoupacked?"

Rey:"Didyoutellmomaboutthis?"

Me:"Momlongcalledher.It'sapityyoudon't

knowthat.Stopbeinglazyman"

Rey:"Comeswithbeingthisfat"

Shestandsupandstartspacking,finally.

Iamonlygoingtodrivethemhometomorrow.

They'llbespendingthenightwithme.

.



HOPE

Iclapmyhandsafterhe'sdone.

Mike:"Impressed?"

Me:"You'regood,Igiveyouthat"

Mike:"IknowIam"

Me:"Oh,aren'twecocky?"

Mike:"Well,youheardittoo."

Me:"Icanalsoplayyouknow"

Hesmiles,lookingatmewitharaisedeyebrow.

Mike:"Really?"

Me:"Yeah.Move"

HedoesthenIsitdown.

Idon'tknowwhattoplaybutuponreachinga

decision,IplayRihanna-Stay.

Me:"Allalongitwasafever

Acold-sweathot-headedbeliever



Ithrewmyhandsintheair,said,'Showme

something,'

Hesaid,'Ifyoudare,comealittlecloser.'"

Icanseehe'simpressed.

Me:"Roundandaroundandaroundandaround

wego

Ohnow,tellmenow,tellmenow,tellmenow

youknow."

Mike:"Wow"

Hesays,justafterI'vesangthewholesong.

Me:"Iguesswegotsomethingincommon"

Mike:"You'reamazing"

Me:"IguessIam.I'dreallyliketogohomenow

"

Mike:"Ithoughtwespendingtimetogether"

Me:"I'mathirdyearmedicinestudent.Ican't

affordtoslack.NotwhenImissedlecturesfor



afulltwoweeks.Ihavetocatchup."

Mike:"Yourstudiescomefirst.That's

understandable."

Me:"Whatdoyoudo?Exceptforpropertyof

course"

Mike:"Idoalotofthingsatthesametime.I

don'treallyhaveajobbutyeah"

Me:"Idon'ttrustyou"

Helaughs,seeminglynotoffended.

Mike:"Let'sgoKylie"

Hetakesmyhandintohisandwegetout.

OfcoursehelocksthedooragainAndwhenwe

backatthefirstfloor,weWalktothekitchen.

Mike:"Wouldyoulikesomethingtoeat?"

Me:"YoushouldhaveaskedmethatwhenI

firstcamehere."

Mike:"I'maskingnow,aren'tI?"



Me:"I'lleatathome"

Mike:"Well,Iwon'tforce"

AsifIwanthimto.

HeopensthecardoorformeandIgetin.

Thedrivehomeisprettysilent.

ExactlywhatIprefer.

Mike:"So,Kylie?"

Me:"Howdidyouknowmyname?"

Mike:"You'reatenantInmybuildingMissLe

Roux"

Me:"Right.Whatwereyousaying?"

Mike:"Iwanttotakeyouout.There'sthis

spinningdriftthinghappeningsoIneedadate"

Me:"OnlyifIgettospin"

Mike:"Canyouspin?"

Me:"Wannabet?"



Helaughs,clearlyamused.

Mike:"Wow.Umm,howaboutItestthewaters,

tomorrowafterclass?"

Me:"Fine.It'son"

He'sgrinningfromeartoearwhichmakesme

chuckle.

HeopensthedooryetagainformeandIclose

itwithmyfoot.

Me:"DoesthismeanIwon'tpayrentanymore?

SeeingthatI'mclosewiththeowner?"

Hechuckles,bitinghislip.

Mike:"We'llseeaboutthat"

IcanfeelhiseyesonmeasIturntoleave.

He'snotreallylookingatmyassastypicalof

thisthirstyniggersbuthe'sreallylookingatme.

Ijustsmilealittle.

NowIcanplayhardtoget.



Ijusttookashower,havingatowelwrapped

aroundmybodywhenIreceiveacallonmy

phone.

It'sRomeowhichautomaticallymeansMiranda

calledhim.

Me:"Hey"

Romeo:"WhatthefuckHope?"

He'smad.He'sverymadandIthinkIshouldbe

scarednow.

Me:"Sorry.I'mreallysorry"

Romeo:"I'mgoingtogetyouforthis"

Me:"AhRoms"

Romeo:"Uh-uh,thatwon'twork.Bettermark

mywords"

Hedoesn'tevenwaitformetoreplybutjust

hangsup.

OK,IthinkImessedup.



.

KADEN

Mymomisreallysuchasweethumanbeing.

Wethrewdadoutwhenhewantedtohijackour

session.

Imustadmitthisisnice.

I'monmysecondglassofwineandit'ssogood.

Shemademerealiseacoupleofthings.

SomewhichIhavealwaysoverlooked.

Mom:"Sometimesthefearisjustinyourmind.

Ifyoucomfortablegettingnakedwhiletakinga

shower,thenitwon'tbehardinhispresence.

Justpretendhe'snotthere"

Me:"Mom,wenotgoingtohavesex"

Mom:"I'mjustgivingyousometips."

Ilaugh.Well,she'sbeentellingmeaboutsex.

Ithinkit'scalled"Thetalk"



Me:"I'mwaitinguntilmarriage"

Mom:"Therearemanywaystogetanorgasm.

Hedoesn'thavetoputhisthingintoyou"

Me:"Mom,thisisawkward"

Ithinkthewineisgettingtoher.

Shegiggles,flippingherhairtotheside.

Mom:"Ilikethatyou'rereservedbutbaby,you

havetoloosenup.Imighthavebeenavirgin

whenImetyourdadbutIwasn'tuptight.Wedid

otherthings.Sexisnotjustpenetration.There's

oralsexandsomecouplesenjoythateven

morethanpenetration"

IstandupandIfeelmykneesgetwobbly.

Ihavetogetoutofherbecausethis

conversationistoodeepforme.

Mom:"Andbuysomelingerie.I'llgladlygiveyou

mycard"

Me:"Mama!"



ShelaughsasIrunoutoftheroom.

Imustadmitthatitwassofunjustus,talking

likethat.

IdecidetocallJabuwhenIgettomyroomand

heanswersonthesecondring.

Jabu:"MaNgcobo"

Ichucklelightly.

Me:"HowareyouMrNgcobo?Imissyou"

Jabu:"Imissyoutoo.Areyouattheflat?"

Me:"I'mhome.Ineededtotalktomomabout

somethingandnowI'm..Ihadtwoglassesof

wine.Ithinkitallwenttomyhead"

Jabu:"Woah,youwhat?"

Me:"It'smom.Iwon'tgointodetailsbutshe

didsayIneedtoloosenup"

Jabu:"YouknowIloveyou,justasyouareright?

"



Me:"IknowandIloveyoutoo.Iwannalay

downnow"

Jabu:"Justcallmewhenyou'reup"

Me:"Iwill.Iloveyou"

Jabu:"Iloveyoutoo"

.

PINK

Iputthebagrightintomycloset.

Ijustfinishedpackingmybag.

ImustadmitthatI'msoexcited.

ImissBandisomuch.

Yes,Imanagedtoconvincemyparentstolet

mego.

Idon'tknowwhat'sgoingonwiththembutthey

allowedmetoleave.

NowIcan'twaitfortomorrowwhereI'mgoing

tofinallyseemyboyfriend.



Imisshimsomuch.

BandileDlamini

.

.
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EPISODENINE

PINK

Dadisdrivingmetotheairportandhis

commentsdon'tcease.

HehadtocallBandifirstAndIdon'tknowwhat

theytalkedaboutbuthe'sbeingoverprotective

likeanyfatherwould.

Dad:"Don'tdoanythingyoushouldn't.You're

notmarried.KeepthatInmindandstaysafe."



Me:"IwilldadandItrustBandialreadyknows

that"

Iinwardlyrollmyeyes.ThankGodhecan'tsee

that.

Mydadcanbedifficultattimesbutit'sallto

lookafterme.

Momisworse.Shewon'tevenhesitatetobe

physicaljusttogetthemessagein.

IloveherbutI'malsoscaredofher.

Don'ttellhimthisbutIknowdadgetsscaredof

hersometimes.

Mymomiscrazy

Wearriveattheairportthensayourgoodbyes.

Dadisexaggerating.

You'dswearI'mleavingforayearbuthe'llbe

seeingmetomorrow.

Dad:"I'vetransferredyousomemoneyjustin



caseyouwanttocomeback."

Me:"Thankyoudad"

Ihughimagain,Heplantsakissonmy

foreheadandIcanfinallygoboardmyplan.

TheexcitementInmyheartisstilloneIcan't

stomach.

Itevenmakesmystomachturn.

That'showmuchImissmyboyfriend.

I'msohappywhentheplanelends.

Ican'tevenhideit.

IhavemybagwithmeasIruntohim,noteven

mindingthepeoplearoundhere.

Hecatchesmeintimeandwhirlsmearound.

Ijustgiggle.God,Imissedhim.

Whenhefinallystops,hedoesn'tletgoofme

butkissesme,andIfeeldesirecripin.

Hebreaksit,staresdeeplyintomyeyesthen



smiles,squeezingmeintoahug.

Bandi:"It'sreallyyou"

Hesays,afterbreakingthehugandwenow

walktohiscarwithhishandovermyshoulder.

Me:"It'sreallyme.Youlookgoodandso..So

grown"

Helaughs.Hisvoiceisevendeeper.

He'smorehandsomeandIthinkeventaller.

Ifeellikesuchakidstandingnexttohim.

HeopensthedoorandI'mamazedbythecar.

Me:"Andthis?"

Bandi:"Delayedpresentfromthefamily.They

owedmesinceIpassedmymatricsowell."

Me:"Iknowit'saMercedesbutwhat'sit

called?"

Bandi:"SLroadster.Howareyou?"

Me:"I'mgood.Moregoodsinceyouhere."



Bandi:"Can'twaittoburymyselfinyou.I've

beensexuallyfrustratedbutseeingyouhere.."

Hesqueezesmythighbeforemovinghishand

up,untilitsrestingonmywomanhood.

Hebrushesmearoundtheareaandoh,Ifeel

mybreathinghitch.

Bandi:"AndWe'vearrived"

Myfocushadbeenonwhat'sbrewingbetween

mythighsthatIdon'trealisethecarhas

stoppeduntilhetalks.

Igetoutafterhimandwegointohisnicepad.

There'snoiseinsidesoit'sclearhe'snotalone.

There'sagangofguyswatchingsoccer.

IonlyknowZendaeandtheothertwo,I'venever

seen.

Bandi:"Gents,thisismygirlPinkandbabe,

that'sZiphoandMiguel."



MiguelseemscolouredandZiphoisblackyet

lightincomplexion.

Theygivemeapprovingnodsthenfocusback

onthegame.

Myhandisstillclenchedwithhisaswegoto

thekitchen.

Bandi:"Anythingtodrink?"

Me:"Wineplease"

Bandi:"Sdagwa"

Ilaugh,pushinghimlightly.

Me:"Don'tjudge."

Hegrabsafewsnacks,puttingthemunderhis

armashehasabottleofwinewithaglasson

hishandandwegoupstairs,youwhatIassume

ishisroom.

Heclosesthedoorwithhislegthenputs

everythingonthetableinthere.



Hegoestolockthedoor.

Bandi:"Idon'twantanydisturbance"

Hecomesbackandpoursmeaglassthensits

onthebedwithapacketofcrispsonhishands.

HestartseatingasIsiponminewhilehiseyes

arefixedonme.

Ipourmyselfanotherglassjusttorelaxabit

becausehesureashellisscaringmerightnow.

Bandi:"I'mgoingtofuckyoufirstthenmake

lovetoyou"

Hisvoiceissternandauthorative.

I'veneverseenhimthisseriousandImust

admitthatit'ssuchaturnon.

Hetakesoffhistopwhilestillstaringatmeand

myeyesareloweredtohisbody

Hisabscannotbemissed,hisv-lineandthe

littlehairabovehisbellybutton.



It'senoughtogiveoneanorgasm.

HestandsuptotakeoffhispantsAndshoes,

leavingjusthisCKbriefsandIswearhelooks

likeamodelonamagazinecover.

Bandi:"Youdon'thavetodrool.I'mallyours

baby"

Hewinksashetakesagulpofthewineright

fromthebottle.

Bandi:"Iboughtmorningaftersbutbaby,I

reallythinkyoushouldstartbeingonsomebirth

control"

Me:"So,nocondoms?"

Bandi:"Unlessyoudonottrustme"

Me:"OfcourseIdo."

Hecomestopickmeupandpinmedownon

thebedbeforekissingmeashishandsunzip

myjeans.

Idon'tknowhowhedoesitbutIswearI'm



alreadyverywet.

Itakeoffmytopashetakesoffmyjeans

togetherwithmyunderwearandallthatdad

said"Don'tdoanythingyoushouldn't"tothe

backofmymind.

SorrydadbutIwanttodothis.

I'mcompletelynakednowandIcanfeelhistip

atmyentranceasHestaresdeeplyintomy

eyes.

Bandi:"Areyouready?"

Inod,bitingmylip.

Bandi:"Fuck,you'resotight"

Hesaysashestrugglesalittletogetin.

It'sbeenawhileafterall.

.

HOPE

Mike:"Youready?"



Inodwithagrin.

We'reattheracinggroundsandI'maboutto

racewithhim.

Heevenputapriceonit.

Iget10kifIwinandhegetsadateifhewins.

Icanimaginehowusefulthatmoneycouldbe

tomesoIdidn'teventhinkofresisting.

Bothofourenginesraw.

I'mwearingredbottoms,CardiB'sBodakyellow

playingandImustadmitIfeellikeaboss.

Thethrill,theadrenalinerush,it'scrazy.

Me:"Yey!"

Igetoutimmediatelywhenwe'vereachedthe

finishline.

Hesmiles,gettingoutandclapshishands.

Mike:"Impressive"

Me:"Mymoney.Iwon!"



Mike:"YouknowIletyouwin"

Me:"JustadmitthatIwon.Fairandsquareon

mysidesodon'tbeasoreloser."

Heopenshistrunkandtakesoutabrown

envelopethengivesittome.

Itakeapeakin.

Me:"Woah,wedoingcash?"

Mike:"Becauseofyourimpressive

performance,Iadded5kontop."

Me:"CanIcountit?"

Mike:"Asyouwishmyqueen"

Ican'thelpgrinningasIemptytheenvelope

contentsontopofmycar.

He'sfoldinghisarmsandlookingatmeasI

count.

Me:"Ohwow.Ican'tbelieveI'mholding15kin

cash"



Imakesuretotakeafewsnapsandevengive

himmyphoneashetakesmoresnaps.

Me:"DidImentiontheseheelsare6inch?Just

imaginedrivinginthis"

Helaughs,realisingwhatI'mdoing.

Mike:"Fine,youcanskipthismonth'srent."

Igrin.

Me:"Yay!"

Mike:"Westillon,tomorrowright?"

Me:"Ofcourse.ButI'mnotracing.I'lljust

watch"

Mike:"Canyouatleastridewithme?"

Me:"You'llspin?"

Henods,bitinghislip.

Me:"Awesome"

HedrivesbehindmeasIgobacktomyflat.



I'vemadeamentalnotetovisitmyauntsinceI

haven'tseenherinawhile.

Thatbeingafewdays.

I'mgladwestillasclose,andlikemom,she

doesn'tjudge.

Ireceiveacallfromherjustafterparkingmy

car.

Mikefollowsmeinsidethecomplex.

Me:"Motherdearest"

Mom:"Oh,mybeautifulHope"

Me:"Howareyoumom?"

IfeelhishandonmyearandIyankitoff.

Mom:"I'mgood.Andyou,how'severything?"

Me:"I'mgoodtoo,takingeachdayasitcomes.

"

Mom:"WhenlastdidyouspeaktoKaden?

Maybevisit?"



Me:"What?Istheresomethingwrong?"

Mom:"Notreallybutyougottabetherefor

eachother."

Me:"I'llbeagoodbigsisterandcheckupon

her."

Mom:"Talk,havesomehearttoheart."

Me:"Oh,wewill.Shekeepsmesane.Her

serenityisonanotherlevel."

Mom:"She'soneofakind"

Me:"Iknowwhat'scoming.Mom,itwasnice

hearingfromyou"

Shelaughsontheotherside,realisingI'm

cuttingheroff.

Mom:"Iloveyoutoobaby"

Shehangsupafterthat.

Mike:"I'msohungry"

Itakeoffmyshoesimmediatelywhenweget



intomyflat.

Me:"Idon'thaveanythingtooffer.Nothing

cooked."

Mike:"Youhavegroceries?"

Me:"Yeah,why?"

Mike:"Cook.I'mhungry"

Me:"Idon'thearyouasking."

Mike:"Please.Pleasecookforus"

Me:"That'smuchbetter"

ItakeoffthedressIhadbeenwearingandgo

backtothekitchen.

Mike:"Youtestingmylevelofself-control?"

Me:"Thisismyhouse.I'mallowedtowear

whateverIwant,evenifitmeansnothing"

Truthis,Idon'tlikewearingmuchwhenI'mat

home.

I'musuallyaloneandsincehe'shere,hecan't



expectmetoimprovise.

Besides,wefriendssothisshouldn'tbotherhim.

.

.
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__________________________________

EPISODETEN

ROMEO

Thehousehasbeenfullofjoyeversincethis

twocame.

I'dbelyingifIsayI'mnothappy.

Iam.Justseeingherlaugh,talkandgetonwith

myfamilybringsjoytomysoul.



ThisgirlhasbeenthroughalotthatallIwant

forheristhebestofjoy.

Jabu:"Dude,she'syours.Youdon'thaveto

lookatherlikethat"

Ilaugh.It'sbecauseIhavebeenstaringather

forawhile,watchinghereverymove.

Me:"LeavemealoneWena"

Rey:"I'mtirednow"

Sheyawns.Momhasalreadygonetosleepand

dadbecauseUthandaIzintonje,remained

behind.

RemoisalsosleepingwithSandilesoit'sjustI,

Rey,Sphe,Jabuanddad

Dad:"Don'tmakeanotherchildplease.Allow

ustofussoverOmegaforatleastfiveyears"

Istandupthenhelpherstand.

Me:"Ohcomeondad,Icanhandlemyself"



Dad:"Definitelynotwhenitcomestoher.And

Jabu,you'restillakidtoo,Ihopeyou'rekeeping

itsafe"

Jabu:"AndSphe?"

Dad:"I'mtakingherforvirginitytestingnext

week"

WeallburstoutInlaughter.

Dadcanreallydothat.

Itakeherhandthenwemakeourwayupstairs.

Allthis,I'mthinkingofhowblessedIreallyam

tohaveherinmylife.

IknowIwouldneverallowanyonesoImakea

mentalnotetovisitHopesoshecanputher

friendonaleash

WearriveinmyroomandIstarttakingoffmy

clothes.

Ineedtofeelherwarmthnexttome.



Havingherinmyarmslastnightwasblissful.

I'mleftinjustmybriefsandshe'sstilllookingat

me.

Me:"Ithoughtyou'retired"

Rey:"Iam.Pleasecomeundressme.I'mlazy"

Me:"YouknowIdon'tmindright?"

IsayImakemywaytoherandshesmiles,

nodding.

Itakeoffherclothesforher,leavingherinJust

herunderwearthenwegetinbed.

Ihugherfrombehind,andwetalkuntilIhear

hersnoresoftly.

IknowI'dnevertradewhatIhavewithherfor

anything.

.

KADEN

I'mwakenupbysomeonebangingonmydoor.



Ilookattheclockbesidesme,whichtellsme

it'sjust6amandI'mpissedtothecore.

Thepersondoesn'tstopsoIwearmysleepers,

thenwalktothedoorwhilerubbingmyeyes.

IopenupandHopethrowsherselfin.

Me:"Doyourealisewhattimeis?"

Hope:"Yeah.Timeforyoutogetup."

Me:"Whogetsupat6amonaSaturday?"

Hope:"SoImadeitintime?Yep!"

Me:"What'sgoingon?"

Hope:"YouandIaregoingout.Whatyoucan

donowisshowerwhileImakeyoubreakfast"

Me:"AndifIhaveplans?"

Hope:"That'ssimple-cancel.Kom,let'sgoget

youcleaneduporyouwantmetodoitforyou?

Ireallywouldn'tmindplusyou'remylittlesister

"



Irollmyeyesasshelaughs.

Onewouldswearshe'syearsolderthanme

whileit'sjustmonths.

Me:"FinebutIbetterfindmybreakfastwhen

I'mdone"

Hope:"Ourbreakfast.Ialsohaven'teaten"

Itakeashowerasperinstructionthendryand

lotionafter.

Iwearmymatchingundergarmentsthendecide

onblackhighwaistedskinnyjeanswhichare

tornonthekneesandapinkofftheshoulder

lacetopthenputmydenimjacketontop.

Iwearmyblacksneakersthentiemyhairintoa

neatbun.

Iputlipbalmonmylips,takemybagputting

everythinginitandmystomachgrowlstothe

foodshe'scooking.

I'mnotafanofcooking.I'mnotsayingIcan't



cookbutwhatImeanis,Idon'tlikedoingit.

Ihardlyevercookathomeorhere.

Jabupracticallyforcesmetodoit.

Hehardlytakesnoforananswerwhenit

comestothatbutIlovethatheneverforcesme

todoanythingI'mnotcomfortablewith.

Justthinkingabouthimmakesthebutterflies

moveinmystomach.

Hope:"You'rerightontime"

Isitdownonabarchairinthekitchenandshe

dishesupforusandseatsoppositeme.

Me:"Thisisgreat."

Hope:"Thanks.Youlookgood"

Me:"Thankyou.Believeme,Itry"

Webothgiggleandcontinuewithourbreakfast

overalightconversation.

Shetellsmenottoeventhinkoftakingmy



walletwithAndthatshehasmecovered.

TheLeRouxkidsareclose,Imustadmit.

We'realldifferentbutweblendinprettywell.

I'vebeenkeepingcontactwithmybrotherLuhle,

who'smakingwavesintheUS.

HetellsmeIshouldvisitsometimesandImust

admitthatIcan'twait.

Whenwe'redonewithbreakfast,wequickly

washthedishesandleave.

I'maneatfreakbythewayandIpreferthings

organisedandinorder.

Me:"Who'scaristhis?"

Iaskimmediatelywhenwe'reoutsideandshe

givesmeasmuggrin.

Hope:"Asknoquestions,hearnolies"

Sheunlocksthecarandwegetin.

I'mnotfamiliarwithcarsbutit'sasportscarof



somesort.

Hope:"Nowsincewe'vealreadyeatenandI

haveplanslateron,wegoingtogetrightonto

it"

Me:"Rightontowhat?"

Hope:"Lingerieshopping"

Istoponmytracks.

We'realreadyatthemallbutshedragsme

insidetheboutique.

Me:"Thishasmomwrittenalloverit"

Hope:"Uh-uh,thisismytreat.Besides,Imight

getmygrooveonandyou'relikemybestfriend

soIneedyouropinion"

Me:"YouknowI'mnotintothis."

Hope:"There'safirsttimeforeverything."

Me:"Ican'tbelieveyouwokemeearlyforthis"

Hope:"Relax,willyou?Howdoesredlooklike?



Itbringsoutsomefire,don'tyouthink?"

Me:"WellI..Umm"

Hope:"Ithinkpurplewouldlookgoodonyou."

Me:"Ithoughtwedoingyou"

Hope:"WellyeahbutI'mstillsingle,soit'snota

priority."

Me:"Anditisforme?"

Hope:"Look,whatI'msayingis,youhavetobe

comfortableinyourownbodybabe.Wegoing

tobuythesethenwegoingtomyflatandtrying

themout.We'lltakepicturesandyoubetter

relaxinthatandwe'llsendsometoyour

boyfriend,ofyouofcourse"

Me:"Ireallydon'tknowhowtofeelaboutthis"

Hope:"Justrelax.Takeitassomegirlthingy.

We'llevenbuynon-alcoholicchampagneand

justtakepictures"

ImustadmitthatI'manxioustoseehowI'll



lookinthat.

Shepayswhenwe'vechosenwhatwelikeandI

didputinsomeinputtoo.

Shealsobuysadressfortonight'seventand

shoes.Flatshoestobeprecise.

TheyarebeautifulthoughandImustadmitthat

heroutfitasawholeissplendid.

Hope:"Let'sgobuythechampagne"

I'mexcited,Iadmitandafterbuyingour

champagne,strawberriesandcreamthen

paying,wegobacktohercarAndshedrivesus

tomyflat.

Me:"Whathappenedtogoingtoyours?"

Hope:"Changeofplans"

Sheparkedthecarthenwegotoutwithour

shoppingbags.

Hope,likemom,understandsmeandImust

sayI'mblessedtohavethesetwoinmylife.



Sheplaysmusicfromherphone,Rihanna'santi

albumandI'minawe.

Weshowerfirst,yetagainAndtheshowbegins.

I'menjoyingthis,withustakingpicturesinturns

andImakesuretosendJabusomethenswitch

myphoneoff.

I'mnervous.Apartofmethinksmaybehe

mightnotlikeit.

Hope:"Babe,thiswasnicebutIhavetogo.I

needtogotothespa,domyhairandawhole

lotofthings.Iloveyouokay"

Sheplantsakissonmycheek,andrushesout.

Isigh.

Ihaven'thadtheenergytochangeoutofthe

RedandblacklingeriethatI'mwearing.

It'salllace,andbarelycoversanything.

Istareatmyreflectiononthemirrorforawhile.



"Youhavetobecomfortableinyourownbody"

Hervoiceechoesinmymind.

Jabu:"Youbetterlearnto.."

Hismouthhangsopen,forminganOwhenhe

seesme.

Heclosesthedoorthencomesclosertome.

ImustadmitthatI'mquiveringatthispoint.

Jabu:"Thisis..Baby,youlookbeautiful"

Herunshishandonthefabric,makingme

shiver.

Irecognisethefeelingasecstasy.

Jabu:"You'vegivenmeanerection"

Hetakesmyhandandplacesitonhispants

whichIsnatchoffandhearhimchuckle.

HepicksmeupthenputsmeonthebedAnd

getsontopofhim.

IthrowmyheadbackasHekissesmyneck



whilehishandroamsovermybodywhilethe

otheroneisholdingmyhandsabovemyhead.

We'veneverwentthisfarbeforebutI'mwilling

toexploreit.

.

HOPE

Ifindthedoorofmyflatopen.

Idon'tknowwho'sinhereandItrynottopanic.

Igetinwiththepaperbagsandtiptoein.

Romeo:"Oh,you'refinallyhere"

IbreatheoutinreliefwhenIseehimbutget

scaredagainwhenitdawnsonmethathe

brokein.

Me:"Wholetyouinhere?"

Romeo:"Thatdoesn'tmatterbutwhatmatters

ratheriswhatyouhavedone,givingthat

psychoticbitchmynumbers.Sheevenhadthe



gutstocallwhenI'mwithmywife.Doesshe

notknowwhataonenightstandis?Eight

monthslaterAndshe'sstillstuckonme."

Me:"Iseriouslydidn'tthinkit'sabigdeal"

WhenIleftKaden'sflat,Iimmediatelywentto

thespa,thensalonbeforecominghome.

Romeo:"ItIsabigdeal.Don'tyougetit?Mylife

isnothingwithoutthatgirlandshe'svulnerable

asis,I'dkillforher.I'dliterallykillforher"

Heputsemphasisonthatwordandleavesme

trembling.

Icouldn'tevenreply.

Mike:"Kylie,what'sgoingon?"

It'sonlythenthatIrealiseI'vebeenstandingin

thesamepositionfortwentyminutes.

Me:"I...It'snothing"

Mike:"You'renotreadyyet."



Me:"I'lljust..Umm,I'llgoshower..Sorry"

Mike:"AreyouOK?What'sgoingon?"

Me:"I'mfine."

Istepintothebathroomthentakeoffmy

clothesandshower.

IfeelIneedsomething.I'mnotusuallyaperson

whogetsscaredeasilybutRomeoissomething

else.

I'llhavetotalktoMirandaonMonday.

WhenIgetout,withatowelwrappedaroundmy

body,Mikeisholdingoneofmylingerie

Me:"Whathappenedtostickingyournoseinto

yourownbusiness?"

Mike:"Curiositygotthebetterofme."

HelingersitintheairwhileIlotion.

Me:"Stopthatplease."

Mike:"Pleasewearthisone."



HethrowsitatmeandIcatchit.

Me:"Getoutofmyroom.You'renotmy

boyfriend"

Mike:"Yet.AndI'mgoingtomarryyou,I

promiseyouthat"

Hewinksatmeashegetsout.

It'swhiteincolour.Alacythongwithits

matchingbra.

Iwearitthenwearmydress.

It'sablackleatherdresswhichisabovethe

kneeswithmymilitarybootsthatIbought

today.

ItakeoffthetowelonmyhairAndletitloose

Iwentforbigcurls.

Imakemymakeupdark,withanavyblueMatte

lipstick.

IsprayedsomeChanelthentookmypurseand



phonethenleft.

Mike:"Um..Wow..Pragtagbaba"

Ilaugh,rollingmyeyes.

Me:"Canwego?"

Mike:"CanIkissyou?"

Me:"No.Let'sgo"

Mike:"Youlooksobeautiful,IdoubtI'llbeable

toconcentratetonight"

Me:"You'lljusthaveto."

IhookmyhandInhisarmthenweleave,of

courseafterIlockmydoor.

.

.

[07/25,07:51]W:ΔPURSUITOFLOVE&

HAPPINESSΔ



_________________________________

EPISODEELEVEN

PINK

Bandi:"Doyoureallyhavetogo?"

Hesaysfrowning.MyheartisachingbecauseI

amnotreadyyetbutIhavenochoicebecause

dadalreadyhasmyticketbooked.

Me:"Unfortunatelybutyoucomingkarecess,

right?"

Bandi:"Idon'tknowbabe,it'lldependonmy

schedule"

Me:"Schedule?"

Bandi:"PeopledoplayrugbyduringwinterAnd

Iwannamakethecut."

Me:"Oh"

I'msaddenedbythis,nodoubtandIdon'thide

it.



HeputshishandonmycheekthensmilesAt

me.

We'realreadyattheairport.

Bandi:"Myloveforyouwillneverchange.Keep

thatinmind"

Hekissesmylipsforthelasttimeandmytears

justfall.

Hebreaksthekissthenwipesmytearsthen

plantsakissonmyforehead.

Bandi:"Iloveyou"

Ismiledthroughthesadness.

Me:"Iloveyoutoo"

Afterwehug,IcanfeelhiseyesonmeasI

walkaway.

IwishIdidn'thavetogobutitis,whatitis.

IfinddadwaitingformeimmediatelywhenI

stepout



Hehugsmetightlybeforetakingmybag

Me:"Andmom?"

Dad:"She'shome.HadtolookafterChrisinmy

absence"

Ijustnodthenwewalktohiscar.

Dad:"HowwasCapeTown.Ihopeyoudidn't

doanythingyoushouldn't"

Ilaugh.Ifonlyheknew.

Icanstillfeelhisdickinme.

Me:"OfcourseIdidn'tdad"

IflashabigColgatesmile,whichmakeshim

chuckle.

Dad:"Yeahright"

Therestoftheridehomeissilent.

Wegetoutofthecaratthesametimeafter

we'vereachedourdestination.

ImustadmitthateventhoughI'malready



missingBandile,I'mhappytobehome.

MylittlebrotherhugsmeimmediatelywhenI'm

inhissightandIhappilyembracehimback.

Me:"Where'smom?"

Dad:"Somewherearoundthehouse."

Me:"Oh"

Igoupstairswithmybagtomyroomafter

which,ItakemyphoneandcallBandijusttolet

himknowI'vearrivedsafely.

Bandi:"You'reonyourwayback?"

Ilaugh.Thishadbeenthebestweekendofmy

life.

Me:"I'minmyroomnow."

Bandi:"Fuck,thisflatain'tthesamewithout

you"

Iblush

Me:"Really?"



Bandi:"Forreal.I'minmybedroomrightnow

andyourscentisallover.Fuck,Imissyou"

Me:"Imissyoutoobaby,somuch"

Mom:"Baby?"

Idon'tknowwhenshecamebutshe'sstanding

onmydoor,withonehandonherwaistandI

regretnotclosingthedoor.

Idon'tsayanythingtomyboyfriendontheline

butjusthangup.

Mom:"That'sthebabyyourfatherallowedyou

tovisitandclaimedyouwentawaywithafriend?

"

Me:"What?Ofcoursenot"

Thiswomanisbreathingfireandthere's

absolutelynowayI'mgoingtoaddfueltothe

fire.

Thebestthingtodoisdeny,deny,deny.

Mom:"Doyourecognisethatyoujustturned15?



Youshouldbefocusingonyourbooks,not

runningafterboys.Youshoulddatewhenyou're

atleast18buteventhen,theycanstillfuckyou

up"

Dad:"Baby,comescrubmyback"

Mom:"What'sinitforme?"

OK,atleasttheattentionhasshiftedfromme.

Dad:"Doyoureallywantmetosayitinour

daughter'spresence?"

Mom:"Wena,we'renotdonehere"

IbreatheoutasdadwalksoutwithherandI

thankhiminmyheartfromsavingmefrom

Trinny'swrath.

Sheonlywantswhat'sbestformeandItruly

appreciateherconcerns.

Icallhimbackanditgoesstraighttovoicemail.

OK,Iguesshe'smad.



IcallFelixwhoanswersafterawhile.

Me:"Hey"

Felix:"Hi,canIcallyouback?I'mkindofheld

upinsomething"

She'sbreathingkindofheavysoIdon'teven

ask.

Me:"Ok"

IhangupthentryBandiagainbeforeallowing

myselftorest.

.

ROMEO

She'sallowedmetotouchher,youexploreher

bodywithoutdoinganythingextreme.

Ikissherlipsbeforegoingdowntoherneck,

chestandallthewaydownuntilI'mjustbelow

herbellyandthat'swhenPinkcalledbutIdidn't

stop.



IcanhearhersweetmoansasIstartkissing

herothertongue.

ShepushesmyheaddeeperasIvigorously

suckherpussy.

Shetastesamazing.

IinsertonefingerinherholeasI'mMuffingher

andhermoansfilltheroom.

Isuckallofherjuicesaftershecomesandgo

backtoherfacewherewekiss.

Me:"Iloveyou"

Rey:"IloveyoutoobabybutI'mhungry"

Me:"I'llgogetyourfood.Staynaked"

Rey:"Whatifyourmomcomesorsomething?"

Me:"Noonecomesintomyroomwithoutmy

consent.Youcanrelax"

Rey:"Ibelieveyou.Myfoodplease"

Ichuckleand



.

.

I'mtiredreally.

We'llcontinuetomorrow.
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ROMEO

Me:"FeliciaishungryMa"

Mom:"LasttimeIchecked,I'mtheonewho

askedthemtovisitkodwawenaobusy,making

herhungry"

She'sholdingOmegawhilemakinghisbottle.

ThankGoddadisnotherecausehewouldbe

busynow,addingfueltothefire.

Me:"ButyouhaveonehalfmossMa."

Mom:"Youthinkyou'resmartNeh?"

Me:"Givemesomecredit.YouknowIam"



Iwinkatherandshesmiles.

Mom:"Justdishupforherandgetthehellout

ofhere"

DadcomesinwithawailingKitso.

Dad:"I'lltakethepeacefulone.Idon'tknow

what'shappeningwithyourbabyThando"

Ilaugh.Dadalwayssaysthatwhenshe'sacting

up.

MomrollshereyesthengivesOmegatomeas

shetakesKitsoanddadtakesOmega.

ItakeRey'sfoodandwalkupagain.

Rey:"Youtookyourtime.I'mstarving"

ShemeetsmehalfwayAndtakestheplatefrom

meandimmediatelystartseatingaftersitting

down.

Rey:"Thisisgood"

Me:"Iknow.Momisthatgood."



Ilookatherasshe'seating.Howsheclosesher

eyesatsomeinstances,furrowsherforehead

thenbitesherlip.

Shelicksherliptoremovesomefoodthen

swallowswithhermouthslightlypouted.

Rey:"Canyoustopwiththestaringnow?"

Me:"Nop"

SherollshereyesandIlaugh.

Wegoshowerwhenshe'sdoneeating.

Tellme,whywouldIleavethat?Never.

.

KADEN

Ifeeleyespiercingthroughmyskinandthat's

whenIopenoneeye.

Hesmilesatme,thenkissesmyforehead.

Me:"Isitmorning?"

Hechuckles,shakinghishead.



Jabu:"Youlooksobeautifulafteryouwakeup.

Morebeautifulthanwhenyoucome"

Iblushinternallywhenhesaysthat.

Me:"Thankyou"

Helowershisheadandkissesme.

Idon'thesitatetoreply.

Thekissgoesonforawhileandhishands

partsmythighsbeforehestartsrubbingmyclit.

Thingsdidn'tgothatfarearlierthoughbutHe

didmakemehavemyfirstorgasm.

Itfeltsogood.Whichmademewonderhowthe

realsexwouldbelike.

Jabu:"We'regoingtoshowertogetherthen

you'llcook"

Me:"Whycan'tweorderin?I'llevenp-"

Jabu:"YoucanorderforyourselfkodwaMina

Lo,I'mgoingtoeatfoodcookedbymywoman"



Andhiswordisalwaysfinal.

Hetookmyhandthenwewenttoshower.

Jabu:"Nexttime,yougoingdownonme"

Me:"Whatdoesthatmean?"

Hegrinsatme.

Jabu:"FigureItout"

Hopeimmediatelycomesintomind.

She'llknowaboutthissinceshehasmore

experiencethanme.

Imakehimmacaroniandcheese.

Wehaveitwithcoke.

Ikeepstealingglancesathim.

Itooknoticeofhismemberwhichfreakedme

out.

Howwillthatevenfitinme?Wait,whyamI

eventhinkinglikethis?



ThistimewhenIamabouttolookathim,Ifind

himstaringatme.

Jabu:"Iwonderifyoustealingglancesatme

whenIdidn'tevenenteryou,howisitgoingto

belike,afterthat?"

Me:"Thatwillbeafterwemarried"

Jabu:"That'sifyou'llbeabletowaitforthat

long"

Me:"Whatdoesthatmean?"

Jabu:"ItmeansIwon'tsayno,whenyouask."

Helaughsatmyconfusedexpression.

Iwashthedishesaftereatingthenwalkhimout.

Jabu:"Iloveyou,OKandIhadagoodtimewith

you.Iwannaseeyouinsomethingpinkthough

"

Me:"Aslongasyoubuyingit"

Jabu:"Anythingforyoubaby"



Hekissesmylipsthengetsintohiscar.

IwavehimgoodbyeasHedrivesoffthengo

backtoMYflat.

.

HOPE

Imustadmitthattheeventwasgreat.

Ihadfun.

Hedidn'tallowmetoracebutit'scool.I'mglad

Ididn'tbecausewatchinghimtohisstuffwas

great.

NowIseethatheactuallyletmewinthelast

time.

Itdoesn'tmatterhowlateIsleptbutwhenI'm

notathomeormyflat,Iwakeupearly.

IgotothebathroomwhereItakeashower,

usinghistoiletries.

Idrymybodyandlotionthenwearhisgown.



HehasanewtoothbrushwhichIusetobrush

myteeth.

WhenI'mdone,IfindhimStillsleepingand

snoring.

Yes,wesleptonthesamebed.

Idecidetoteasehim.

Igetontopofhimthenstartkissinghim,the

bastardreplieslikehe'snotsleepingandIbreak

it.

Me:"Perv!"

IsayasIgetdownonthefloorandhelaughs.

Mike:"Whatdidyouexpect?"

Me:"I'mgoingtomakebreakfast"

HelaughsasIwalkout.

Hecomesdownthestairs,smellingfreshsoI

assumeHehasshowered.

He'slookinggoodAndIcan'thelpbutstareat



him,morelikedroolyethe'sjustwearing

Adidastrackpantsandavest.

Mike:"Please,takeyourtime.Icaneventurn

aroundifyouwill"

Ilaughathim,rollingmyeyes.

Me:"Takemehome.It'sSundayandIwantto

gotochurch"

Ihaven'tbeenatchurchinawhileandIfeelI

needtoreconnectwiththealmighty.

Mike:"ButIthoughtweweregoingtospend

timetogether"

Me:"Ihearddistancemakestheheartgrow

fonder"

.

.
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HOPE

Arrivingathome,Itakeoffhisgownthenget

dressedinablackdresswithaslitontheside

andredheels.

Idomyface,justlightmakeupthenmyhair,

afterwhichIpoursomeparfumethentakemy

bagandcarkeys.

Iopenitthengetinsideanddrivehome,my

mother'shousethatis.

Imeetupwithdadfirstandwehug,afterwhich

Hekissesmyforehead.

Dad:"Yougoingtochurch?"

Inodwithasmile.



Dad:"AndIthoughtyouwerealldressedupfor

me"

Igigglesoftly.

Me:"Weshouldgooutonadate."

Dad:"Definitelylove.Andyoushouldcomethis

dressedup"

Me:"Iwill,aslongasyougoingtowearasuit"

Dad:"Asyouwishprincess"

HekissesmycheekthenIgofindmomwho's

inherbedroom,gettingfixedup.

Me:"Mother"

Shesmilesatmethenmeetsmehalfwayand

wehug.

Mom:"Youlookbeautiful"

Me:"Thankyou.Iwanttogotochurchtoo"

Mom:"Really?Youhaven'tbeentochurchin

years"



OKIomittedthepartthatIlastwenttochurch

whenIwas18anddoingmymatric.

Ihaven'tbeentochurchsinceImovedout.

Me:"ButI'mcomingtoday,that'ssomething,

right?"

Shesmilesatme.

Mom:"Ofcourse"

Mymomlookssoyoungthough.You'dswear

we'resisters.

Thetwinsbargeintoherroomandwhenthey

seeme,runtomeandweshareagrouphug.

Them:"You'rescarce"

Me:"Varsityisnojokes"

Jade:"Come,let'sgocatchupwhilemom

paintsherface"

Mymomisnotamakeupfan.She'smorelike

Kadenwhenitcomestolookingnatural.



WhatI'msayingis,Jadewasexaggerating.

Jada:"Hope,Iknowyougoodatthis.SoImet

thisguy,actually,we'vebeentalkingoverthe

phone.He'sdoinghisfirstyearatUP.Idon't

know,doyouthinkhe'slegit?"

Me:"I'msingleandImustadmitIhavebadluck

whenitcomestorelationships.ButmaybeIcan

help.Whyareyoudoubtinghim?"

Jada:"He'stoogood.Helooksgoodandhe'sa

soccerplayer."

Jade:"He'sdefinitelyaplayer.Itoldyouthis"

Ilaugh.Thistwoarejustsomethingelse.

They'rebondisamazing.

Me:"Tellyouwhat.Meetupwithhimandno

givinghimthecookiethentellmewhathesaid.

You'regoodatreadingbodylanguage,right?"

Shenods.

Me:"Goodbutnow,it'schurchtime."



Theserviceonlytakesthreehoursandwe're

backhomeat12:30pm.

Dad:"IcookedwiththehelpofKaden"

Me:"ButKadenhatescooking"

Dad:"Idon'tknowwhathappenedbutshe

camehereinaverygoodmood"

Welookatherandshedoesn'tsayanythingbut

justsmiles.

Wesitdown,havinglunchbutthatdoesn't

meanI'mlettingthisgo,I'mjustwaitingforus

tofinishuphere.

.

KADEN

Hopeimmediatelydragsmeupstairstomy

roomafterwedonewiththedishes.

Sheclosesthedoorthesitsdownnexttome.

Hope:"So?Tellme."



Me:"Wedidn'tdoanything,ifthat'swhatyou're

asking"

Hope:"Ohcomeon.Yourfacesayssomething

else"

Me:"WhatdoyouwantmetosayHope?"

Hope:"Howwasit?Yourfirstorgasmmaybe

Oryouguysfinallydidthedeed.IrememberI

couldn'twalkfortwodaysaftermeand..You-

know-whodidit"

Me:"Ididn'tdoIt."

Hope:"Thenwhathappened?Hewentdownon

you?"

Me:"Youalsoknowaboutthat?Hesaidnext

timeI'mgoingdownonhim"

ShelaughsandI'mstillperplexed.

Me:"Whatdoesthatevenmean?"

Iadd.



Hope:"Waithere,I'mcoming"

SherushesoutandI'mstillinmytailof

thoughts.

ShecomesbackwithtwobananasAndgives

ontome.

Hope:"Right.So,howdiditfeel,whenhewent

downonyou?"

Me:"Good.Great.Gosh,Hopethewayhe

handledmewithcautionandlove.Itwas

amazing."

Hope:"That'sgreat.OK,sowhathemeansis

yougoingtogivehimablowjob"

Me:"What?"

Hope:"Yougoingtotakehisdickintoyour

mouthandsuckit,lickwhilesqueezinghisballs

untilhecomes"

Justthethoughtmakesmegag..Whatmakes

himthinkI'dbecomfortablewiththat?



Hope:"Worrynot,I'llshowyouandtrustme,

you'llenjoyit.Justlookingintohiseyesand

seeinghisfacewhenhecomeswillwarmyour

heart."

Me:"Idon'tthinkI'mcomfortablewiththat"

Hope:"Ifyoucouldallowhimtoeatyouthen

thisisnothing,trustme"

Me:"Idon'tknow"

Hope:"Ishecircumsised?"

Me:"Hewenttothemountainsat15soIthink

so"

Hope:"Great.Thatmeanswepillthebanana"

Ipillthebananalikeshedoes..Idon'tknow

whatshe'splayingatbutmaybeshemighthelp.

Hope:"Youstartwithlickingwhilestaringinto

hiseyes,justtoteasehimandgethiminthe

mood.Yousqueezehisballsabitwhiledoing

thatandIswearhe'sgoingtogroanandfist



yourhair"

Sheseemslikeanexpertwhenshecontinues

toexplainandIlistentohersternly.

ShemakesitlooklessscarythanIthought.

Wegodownstairsafterandhaveice-cream

withtherestofthefamily.

Unfortunately,Ihavetoleaveafterthat.

Igetonmycarthendrivetomyflat.

Iparkthengoinside,findinghimsittingonthe

couch.

Jabu:"Ican'tstayaway"

Thatmakesmyheartskipabeat.

Igrin,whileinternallyblushing.

Me:"Isit?"

Jabu:"Yes.Youliterallydrivingmecrazy"

Hecomestome,thenputshishandsonmy

waist,bringingmeclosertohimthenwekiss.



IdropmybagAndcarkeysthenwrapmyhands

aroundhisneck.

Hishandsmovetomytinyassandhecupsit

beforepickingmeupandIwrapmylegsaround

hiswaist.

Iadmirehisstrength.

Heputsmeonthekitchencounterthenkisses

myforehead.

Jabu:"Iloveyou"

Ismile.God,he'sthebest

.

PINK

ThankGodmymomhasn'tcometofinishoff

theconversation.

DaddidagoodjobInkeepingherpreoccupied.

It'sMondaywhichmeansschoolformesoI

wakeupaftermyalarmringsandgotomy



bathroomwhereItakeabath.

Idryandlotionafterthengobacktomyroom

whereIwearmyundergarmentsthenget

dressedinmyuniform.

Icombmyhairandholditintoabunthentake

mybagandphoneandgodownstairs.

Igreetthensitdown.Momismakingbreakfast.

Dad:"Howareyouprincess?"

Me:"I'mfinedad,thankyou"

Momturnsandlooksatmeforawhilebefore

speaking.

Mom:"IfyoufallpregnantPink,ifyoudo.I

swearI'mgoingtomurderyouwithmyown

hands.Sinceyourfatheriscondoningsuch

behavior,I'lldivorcehimAndthrowthebothof

yououtwhenyoufallpregnant.Iswear"

Iswallowhard.ThankGodBandihadalready

boughtmorningafters.



IknownowthatIhavetostarton

contraceptivesjusttobeonthesafeside.

Iknowmom,Iknowshe'snotbluffingandIcan

seedadknowsthattoo.

Daddrivesmetoschoolandwe'rebothquietIn

thecar.

Me:"Dad?"

Isay,inmypursuittobreakthesilence.

Dad:"Shemeansit.I'msorryPinkbutIcan't

losemywife.I'mtakingyoutothedoctorafter

school.Iknowhowyouteenagersare.Better

safethansorry"

Inod.Atleasthe'sunderstanding.

Dad:"I'mnotsayingyoushouldgohavesex.

Areyoustillavirgin?"

Ilookdownanddon'tsayanything.

Dad:"Allthisafteryoutoldmeyoudidn'tdo

anything?"



Me:"I'msorry"

Hedoesn'tsayanythingelseuntilwe'reoutside

myschoolwherehestopsthecarandIgetout.

Faithiswaitingformeatthegate.Wesharea

hug.

Faith:"Sohowwasit?DidyouseeZendae?I

hopehe'snotcheating"

Ilaugh.She'snotevengivingmeachanceto

talk.

Me:"Ihadagoodtime.WehardlysawZen,we

weremostlylockedinhisroom."

Faith:"Soyougotlaid?"

Me:"Hellyeah.I'mevensurprisedIcanwalk."

WegoinsidetheyardandIcontinuetellingher

aboutmyweekend.

.

ROMEO



It'stimeformetogotoworkandIfindithard

toleavethesetwobehind.

Ikissmytinysonalloverthefacebefore

puttinghimdown.

Reyisjustlookingatme,notsayinganything.

Me:"MomwillhelpwithOmega.I'llbeback

soon,OKbaby?"

Shenods.Icanseeitinhereyes.Shedoesn't

wantmetoleaveandIdon'twanttotoobutI

haveto.

Me:"Iloveyou"

Ibenddowntokissherlipsthenfinallyleave.

Ifindmomdownstairs,washingdishes.

Me:"Mom,I'mleaving"

Mom:"We'llhaveagoodtimetogether.Don't

worry"

Me:"Thankyou"



Igetonmycaranddrivetowork.

WhenIarrive,myassistantcomeswithmytea.

Me:"Howdoesmydaylooklike?"

Lira:"Youhaveameetingwithapotentialclient

at14:00andanotherat16:00."

Me:"Soundshectic.Thankyouforthetea."

Unfortunately,my4pmmeetinggetsoutlate

andIcomehomeat8pmtoanangrygirlfriend.

She'sintheloungewithJabu,SpheandSandile

whoshouldbesleeping.

Rey:"I'mactuallygoingbacktothegymnext

month.Ihatebeingaplussize"

Me:"Idon'trememberustalkingaboutthat"

Rey:"IthinkI'mgoingtocallitaday.I'mtired"

Shedoesn'tevenlookatmebutgoesaway.

Sphe:"Someoneisintrouble"

Jabu:"Youcouldhaveatleastcalledandtold



Heryou'llbelate."

He'sright.Whydidn'tI?

Anyway,gettinginmyroom,Iimmediately

undressAndgoshower.

I'mhungry.Icouldn'tevengrabsomethingon

theway.

MymeetingwasinPTA.

Me:"Baby,pleasegodishupforme"

Noreply.

Iwalkclosertothebedandshe'ssleeping.

Ohgod,Ihatethis.

IgobacktothekitchenformyfoodandSandile

hasalsoleft.

Isitdownwiththesetwo,listeningtotheirsilly

conversation.

.

.
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ROMEO

Me:"Baby?"

Rey:"Oh.Hi"

Igainaglimpseofhopewhenshereplies.

I'mjustgettingoutoftheshowerandshehas

Omegaonherlap,feedinghim.

It'saTuesday.

Rey:"Ihaveadoctor'sappointmenttoday.I

don'tknowifyou'llbetakingmeorshouldIask

someoneelse"

Ok,IthoughtweweregoingsomewherebutI

standcorrected.



Me:"Andwhoissomeoneelse?"

Rey:"Idon'tknowwhatyouweretaughtbutI

don'tthinkyoucanansweraquestion,witha

question."

Me:"YehWenaFelicia,Nkarewantlwaelaso."

Sherollshereyesandcontinueswithwhat

she'sdoing.

Me:"Earlyso?What'sgottenintoyou?"

Rey:"IguessI'llgowithsomeoneelse.

Someonewilling."

Me:"Iseeyouhaveadeathwish.Idon'tknow

what'shappeningwithyou.Ican'tsayyou're

pregnantbecausewehaven'thadsexever

sinceyougavebirthorwhat,you'reonyour

periods?"

SherollshereyesYetagainandI'monthe

vergeoflosingmycool.

Rey:"Youknow,theleastyoucouldhavedone



wascall.Youknow,letmeknowyou'llbelate?"

Me:"Look,I'm-"

Rey:"Don't!"

Shesays,givingmethehand.

Rey:"Ithinkit'sbestImovetotheguestroom.

Wedon'thavetosleeponthesamebed"

Me:"Nowyou'rebeingcrazy.I'llcallinsickat

workthenwe'llspendthedaytogether."

Rey:"Asyouwishyourworship"

Thesarcasmisloud.Idon'tknowwhat's

happeningwithherbecauseshe'sreallytrying

topissmeoff.

Me:"ReoratileFeliciaLeeuw!"

Rey:"Whoodrama.Canyoubelieveoursonis

justthreeweeks?He'sreallygrown.Iknowhe

cameearlybutI'mhappy."

Me:"You'reright.I'maproudfatherandthe



factthatweshareabirthdayisabonus."

Rey:"Remindsmeofhowthatcametobe"

Shestartsburpinghim.

Me:"Butwhyonrobapeloso?"

Rey:"Don'tplaythevictim"

Me:"Wedon'thavetofight.I'msorryIdidn't

callandI'llensureitdoesn'thappenagain."

Ikissherlipsandsherepliesuntilourlittle

rascalstartscrying.

Itakehimasshegoestoshowerandrockhim

untilhegoesbacktosleep,afterwhichIput

himintohiscot.

Iwaitformygirlfriend,whocomesbackwitha

towelwrappedaroundherbody.

Me:"YouknowifIweretohelpyoulotion,we'll

bothbedoneintime"

Rey:"Justtakeoutsomeclothesforme.That



wayIwon'tspendtimetryingtofindwhatto

wear"

Me:"ButI..That'snotfun"

Rey:"It'sfinalbabe"

ShelaughsasIgroan..Momhasagreedtolook

afterOmegaaswegohonourthisappointment.

It'swithJosh,someoneIdetestbutthere'sno

complaining.DefinitelynottomygirlfriendsoI

havetotakethisasaman.

We'reusheredtohisofficebyanurseandgetin

afteraknock.

Josh:"Omega'sparents.Iactuallythoughtyou

werecomingalone"

HesaysLookingatReyandIchuckle.

Me:"Youthoughtwrong"

Josh:"Chillboy.I'mnottalkingtoyou"

Rey:"CanwegettothereasonwhyI'mhere?I



don'tlikeleavingmysonforlong."

Hesmiles.

Josh:"Yes"

Wegotogetfoodafterherappointmentbefore

drivinghome.

I'mgladshe'scalmeddown.

.

REY

AmonthlaterandI'mbackatschool.

Alotcanhappeninamonth.Apparentlymy

sisterisgettingmarried.

She'sengagedandI'veseenthepictureson

facebook.

ShelookshappyandI'mhappyforher.

I'mbackathomenow,winterisslowly

approaching.

We'reactuallyinthelastweekofMay.



Mysonhasturnedamontholdnow.

He'sgrowingspeedily.

Thingsathomearemuchcalmer.Momismore

preoccupiedbythewedding.

You'dswearshe'stheonegettingmarried.She

tellseveryearWillingtolistenthatherdaughter

isgettingmarried.

Idowonderifitwouldhavebeenthesamewith

me.

IhighlydoubtbutI'm15andwaytooyoungto

bethinkingofmarriage.

It'saWednesdayandI'mgettingreadyfor

school.

ThehouseiscompletednowandImustsay,it's

great.

Itakeabath,drythenlotionafterwhichIwear

myuniform.

Schoolhasbeenfine.We'restartingourmid



yearexamssoonandI'vemanagedtocatchup.

Igotocheckuponmyson,who'ssleeping

peacefully.

Ikisshistinylipsthengotothekitchenwhile

typingonmyphone.

I'mchattingtoRomeo.

Teboho:"WhatarewehavingOra?"

Me:"ShouldIfrysomeeggs?"

Henods.

IputmyphoneawayAndfrysomeeggswith

Russiansforus.

IputeverythingonaplatewhenI'mdoneand

weeatwithbread.

He'smakingconversationaswespeak.

Teboho:"TUMIsaysI'llbeaflowerboy.Ican't

wait"

Me:"Youdoknowtheweddingishappeningin



like,Decemberright?"

Teboho:"YesbutI'mhappy.I'llgettohavenew

clothes"

Me:"NnaIwanttobeasize32bythen.Iwant

tolookhotWabona"

Helaughs.Mylittlebrothergetsme.He'sonly

10butwetalkaboutcrazystuff.

Romeo'scarhootsoutsidesowestandupto

leave.

Ikisshischeek,gettingintothefrontseatAnd

mylittlebrothergetsintheback.

Hisschoolisclosersohedropshimofffirst

thendrivestomyschool.

Me:"Youlookgood"

Formallookssogoodonhim.He'swearingall

blackwithanavyblueshirtthistime.

Romeo:"I'mtryingtocharmyouwaboo"



Me:"Well,I'mliterallydroolingnow"

HechucklesandIjustsmile.

Romeo:"Thankyoubaby.Iwannakissyou

now"

Hislipsmeetwithmineimmediatelyafterhe

parksoutsidemyschoolandwekiss.

Romeo:"IloveyouOkandcallwhensomeone

bothersyou."

Me:"Iloveyoutoo."

.

HOPE

IhaveamorningclasssoIhadtogetupearly.

MikedecidedtobemyalarmandI'mthankful

becauseifitwasn'tbecauseofhim,Iwould

havebeenlate.

I'mnowstrugglingtofindsomethingtowear.

WinterisswiftlyapproachingsoIhavetowear



somethingabitwarm.

There'saknockonmydoorwhileI'mstruggling

withthatandIgoopen.

Mike:"Cametocollecttherent"

Me:"I'mbroke,sadly."

Hepushesthroughandlaughsasheseesthe

mountainofclothesontopofmybed.

Me:"Don'tsayit."

Ithrowmybodyontheclothesthensigh.

Istillhaveaminuteortwotospareandthat

meansIwon'tevenhavebreakfast.

Mike:"You'remakingthisanissueandit'snot"

Hethrowsablackjeanatmewithamaroon

longsleevestopandIwearsneakers.

Mike:"Andyoustilldon'twanttobemy

girlfriend"

Me:"Butyouseemcomfortableinthe



friendzonenje"

Hetakesmyhandaswewalkoutwhileholding

mybagontheotherhand.

Heopensthedoorformewhenwe'reatthe

parkinglotandgoestohisside.

Mike:"It'sbeenamonthHope."

Me:"Ijustwanttofocusonmystudies.

Relationshipsarejustnotforme."

Mike:"Don'tyouthinkIdeserveachance?"

Me:"I'mnotreadyMarcus.Ireallyamnot.I've

beenthroughalot.Istillhaven'tgottenovermy

miscarriageAndnow..."

HeholdsmyhandasItakeadeepbreathin.

I'mabouttocrysoItrymyallnotto.

Me:"It'shard"

Hesqueezesmyhandandthat'senough

assuranceformethatthingswillbebetter.



Mike:"I'llwait"

Inod,unabletosayanythingmore.

HeunderstandsandI'mgrateful.

Idohavefeelingsforhimbutit'sstilltooearly

formetoactonthem.

Mike:"Whendoesyourclassend?Iwanna

bringyoubreakfast"

Me:"Inanhour"

HekissesmycheekthenIleave,goingtomy

firstlecture.

Truetohisword,hebringsmebreakfastwhichI

eatinhiscar.

Idon'thavetimetosparebutheunderstands.

Ipersonallythinkhe'stoopatientbutthere's

nothingwrongwithputtingmyselffirst.

.

KADEN



Ican'tgethimoutofmymind..Istillcan't

forgetaboutthemomentIwasfinallyableto

takeHope'slessonsintopractice.

It'sthetimetheorybecausepractical

Itwastwoweeksafterthelessonsshegaveme

whenIfinallyhadthegutstodoit.

Ihadtodrinkaglassofwinejusttorelaxme.

It'sabottleHopeleftinmyflatandevennow,

it'sstillinthefridge..

Anyway,backtothatday.

Heboughtmethepinklingerielikehepromised

andIworeit.

HetookpicturesofmeandIwasslowlybeing

freearoundhim.

Myboyfriendissounderstandingbytheway.

He'sstillpatientnowandyes,I'mstillavirgin

butwedootherthings.

Ok,SoIhadHopeinmindandthebanana



scenario.

IlookedhimintheeyesasIgotonmyknees.

Iknowhewassurprisedbythatsideofmebut

thatlookoflust,desireandecstasyisoneI'll

foreverkeepinmind.

Iunbuckledhisbeltthenloweredhispants.

Mymouthcouldn'ttakeallofhim.Ieven

crackedonthesidesofmylip.

ItwasbetterthanIexpected.

Hopewasright.Ididseehimfistmyhairand

groanloudly.

Fastforwardtonow,I'mmuchbetter.

AtleastIknowIcanpleasuremyboyfriendina

way

He'saskedme..No,scratchthat,hetoldmeI'm

goingtobehisdateathisprom.

Ididn'tmindthough.Ican'tstayawayfromhim.



I'minclassnowandIcan'twaitforittojustend.

It'sgoingtoendat17:00andI'mjustdreading

thisday.

I'mevenyawningatsomeinstances.

Whenitfinallyends,Itakemybagandwalkto

mycar.

I'mhungrysoIpassbyMacDonaldsdrive-thru

foraburger,chipsandcola.

I'llthinkaboutmynon-existentfigurelater.

Jabu:"Takeouts?Reallybaby?"

I'msohappytoseehimthatIdon'tevencare

abouthiscomplainsrightnow.

Ithrowmyselfinhisarmswiththefoodandhe

hugsmeback,hishandstravellingtomy

buttocks.

Hekissesmylipsafterthehug.

Me:"Ididn'tthinkI'dfindyouhere.Imissedyou



somuch"

IsayasIputthefoodonthekitchencounter.

Jabu:"Ishouldbestudyingformymidyear

examsbutI'mhere."

Me:"Yes,youshouldandnowIfeelbad."

Jabu:"Don't.Iwannabehere"

Ismile.I'mreallyblessed.

Jabu:"I'mhungrytoosowe'llhavetoshare."

Ifrown.Jabueatstoomuch.Hecanbitehalfof

myburgerinonego.

Jabu:"Sharingiscaringbaby"

.

.
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KADEN

Iamsulking.I'mstillhungryanddefinitelynot

abouttocook.

Jabu:"Youreallygoingtogetmadatme

becauseoffood?Comeon,youcan'tbuyone

burgerwhilethere'stwoofus."

Me:"AndhowwasIsupposetoknowyou're

coming?"

Jabu:"BecauseyouknowIcan'tstayaway

fromyouandI'malwaystherewhenyoumiss

me."

Me:"Don'tlookatmelikethat.Iwantmyfood.

"

Jabu:"Youcouldhavejustsaidyouwantmeto

takeyououtonadate.Come,let'sgo."

Hedoesn'tevenwaitformyreplybuttakesmy



handandwewalkout.

I'mbasicallyfollowinghislead.

Whenwe'reclosetohiscar,heunlocksitthen

opensmydoorbeforegoingtohisside.

He'sraisingoutandmyheartisatmythroat.

Whenhefinallystops,Icatchmybreathwith

himlaughingatme.

Me:"It'snotfunny"

Jabu:"Butjust..Thelookonyourfacewas

somethingelse"

Irollmyeyesaswegetoutofthecar,noteven

waitingforhimtogetmydoor.

We'reatDros.

We'reusheredtoatablebyawaitresswho's

eyesismoreonmymanthanme.

It'satablefortwoandhersmileiseven

reachingherears.



IrollmyeyesandJabulooksatmethenher.

Jabu:"MybeautifulgirlfriendwhomIlovewith

allofmyheartwillhaveasteakandchips.I'll

justhaveamilkshake."

IswearI'mblushingafterthat

Hewinksatmeandmycheeksturnmorered.

Jabu:"Tomato"

HelaughsatmeandIendupcoveringMyface

withmyhands.

.

PINK

It'sbeenahecticfewweeksforme.

Alotwashappeninginmylifeandatonepoint,

Ifeltthepressurebeingtoomuch.

BandilewasalwaysbusyandFelixwastoo

caughtupinherlifethatIliterallyfeltlikeIhad

noone.



Faithwastherebutitdidn'tfeeltheSame.

Ihaven'ttalkedtoBandileinthreedays.

Idon'tknowifit'sjustmeorhe'sdriftingaway

fromme.

Isitthedistance?Ok,IadmitthatIdowishhe

washere.

ThingswouldbemuchbetterbutIhaveto

makepeacewiththefactthathe'snothere.

Thedistancemakesmyheartgrowfonder.

Inthiscoldweather,Imisshisembrace.

Marco:"You'vezonedoutagain"

Iflashafakesmile.Ihavealotonmymindand

hesaysweedwillhelp.

He'saseniorinourschool,playingbasketball.

Me:"I'msorry.Youweresaying?"

Marco:"It'salldone.You'regoingtotakethe

firstpuff"



Me:"ButIcan'tevensmoke.Idon'tknowhow

todoIt."

Marco:"Finebutthenextoneisallyou"

Helightsitandtakesalongpuffandwhenhe

exhales,thesmokefillstheair

Marco:"See?It'seasy"

Iusuallyhangoutwithhimandhiscrew.

Itstartedonmybirthdaywhentheysurprised

withcake.Ididn'tevenknowtheyknowmebut

Marcotellsmehefollowsmeoninstagram.

Itakethejointfromhimandtrybutinstead,I

endupcoughing.

Me:"Ican'tdoit"

Marco:"Youputtingpressureonyourself.You

don'thavetotrytoohard.Here,try"

AndIpersevereuntilIgetthehangofit.

MyheadfeelslightheadedandIsuddenlyfeel



allmytroublesmelt.

Ilookaroundmeandthetreesarefloating,

morelikeflyingandIcan'thelpbutlaugh.

IlookatMarcoandhelookslikeacharacter

fromacomicbook.

Ilaughatthat.

Everythingsuddenlyseemslikeajoke.

Justin:"Yourdadishere"

Thatfeelslikehe'stalkingfromabubble.

Marco:"She'shighdawg"

Justinishisfriend.He'salsopartofthe

basketballteam.

Heholdsmybagaswegotodad'scar.

Idon'tknowwhyIhavetobetheonebeing

fetchedbymyparents.

I'm15,Icantakeataxiandthisisjustcrazyif

youaskme.



Marco:"I'llcallyou"

Inodandgetintothecar.

Dad:"Icansmelltheweedalloveryou"

Ilaugh,notevenmindingwhathe'ssaying.

IknowthesmellhasfilledupthecarbutIdon't

evencare.

Iseedadshakehisheadbeforedriving.

Dad:"Trinnyissogoingtokillyoutoday"

Me:"Really?"

IlaughAgain

Chris:"Isshecrazydad?"

Dad:"Morelikedadmeat"

MomandDadarenottalking.

Idon'tknowwhathappenedbutIremember

lastmonthWalkingdownonaheatedargument

andmomwascryingandthatwasit.



TheydoactliketheirfineinourpresencebutI

knowmymother.

Shedoesn'tevenshoutatusanymore.

Icanseehereyes.Shewearsmakeuptohide

herswolleneyesbutIknowsomethingisup

Itprobablyaddstomystress

Chris:"Mom?"

HisvoiceechoesandIknowshe'snothere.

I'mhungrynowastheweedslowlygetsoffmy

system.

I'vejusttakenashowerandmadesuretobrush

myteethandevenspraysomeparfumejustso

mymomdoesn'tsuspectanything.

MyphoneringsafterI'mdressedupandit's

Bandi.

Idon'tfeellikeansweringsoIletitbe.

Hedoesn'tgiveupsoIendupputtinghimon



therejectlist

I'mjustnotinthemoodforhim.

ItringsAgainandit'sMarco.

Iansweronmywaydownstairs.

Me:"Hey"

Marco:"Feelingbetter?"

Me:"Morelikehungry.Mystomachisgrowling.

"

Marco:"Weedkinderdoesthattoaperson"

Me:"Butitbringsagoodfeeling.EventhoughI

wasseeingweirdthings,IactuallythoughtI

wasgoingcrazy"

Helaughshisusual,ridiculouslaughter.

Marco:"You'llfeelbetterthenexttime.

Different"

Me:"Well,Idefinitelycan'twait."

Yes,I'mgoingtodoitagain.



Iwrapupourphonecallandsitdownaswe

havedinner.

NoonesaysanythingduringdinnerandI'mon

myphone.

Momusuallyscoldsmeforthisbutshe'sjust

quiet.

ImustadmitthatImisshershouting,her

sarcasm,herlaughterandjusthervoice.

She'squiet,tooquietthatIfeelitdwelluntomy

soul.

ThevoidisthereandIfindmyselfinsearchof

somethingorsomeonetofillit.

.

HOPE

Me:"Youdidn'thavetostay.It'salmost8pm."

Mike:"I'llsleeponyourbed."

WehavebeenwatchingmovieaftermovieandI



wasexhaustednow.

Hecamewithmefromcampusthenwewentto

buydinneranddidthis.

Me:"Imightendupdoingsomething.

SomethingImightregret."

Helaughs,bitinghislip.

Mike:"Ijustwannacuddle"

Me:"Youspendsomuchofyourtimehere,

withme.Ican'tevenmissyou"

Hefrowns.

Mike:"Youwantmetoleave?"

Me:"That'snotwhatImeant"

Mike:"Youwantspace,Kylie?"

Me:"Ijustwantalittletimetofiguremyselfout

andthengetmyfeelingsincheck."

Mike:"It'sfine.Igetit"

Hedoesn'tevenwaitformetoreplybutrather



getsup,takeshiscarkeysandleaves,justlike

that.

Aminutelater,somethingvibratesandIran

downthestairsthinkingI'llcatchupwithhim

butIseehiscarracingoff.

Me:"Ohwell"

Itaketheelevatorbacktomyfloorwithhis

phoneinmyhands.

Me:"Hope,don'tdoit"

Istareatitagain.

Me:"Donot.Donotdoitgirl"

Fuck,butwhydidheleaveit?

IswearCuriousityisgoingtokillthiscatand

boy,itdoes.

HehaspicturesofhimselfandIgettoseehis

tattoos.

He'sveryphotogenicandhispictureslooklikea



pieceofart.

Ievensendmyselfsome.

Therearesomeofus,whichIdon'tremember

himtakingbutitseemstheyweretakenbya

photographer.

Ialsotransfertomyphone.

Mike:"Ileftmy..."

Idon'tevenrealisehe'sbackuntilnow.

Ihadbeenthatfocusedonhisphone.

Hetakesitfrommyhands,looksatthescreen

thenleaves.

Thingsaregoingtobeawkwardfromhere.

.

.
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EPISODEFIFTEEN

ROMEO

IreallywishIhadmygirlwithmebecause

winterishittingmehard.

Yes,wehaveairconditionersandshitbutthat's

nothingcomparedtobodyheat.

Youknowthatcuddlewiththeoneyoulove.

Momentslikethoseareworthamillion.

It'sMonday,veryfirstMondayofJuneanditis

freezingoutside.

I'mcomingfromworkandIdon'tbothergoing

homebutdrivestraighttoRey'shome.

Rey:"Wantsomecoffee?Hotchocolate?"

Me:"Howaboutacuddle?It'sfreezing."

Rey:"IknowyouloveyourRooibosSoI'llbring

youthat"



Me:"You'remygirlfriend.You'resupposeto

careformeinwhateverwaypossible."

Shelaughs,shakingherheadalittle.

Rey:"I'mmakingthattea.Youwantitaloneor?

"

Me:"Uyabora."

Shelaughsagainandasshelives,Igotostand

bymybaby'scotwhoturnedTwomonthson

Fridaylastweek.

He'sgrowingprettyfastandI'msohappy.

Istillcan'tbelieveIcreatedthat.Thecherryon

topbeingwiththegirlIlovewitheveryfibrein

mybeing.

Rey:"Imadegreenteaformyself"

Me:"Marababy,lookathowthinyouare.Why

areyoudoingthistoyourself?"

Rey:"I'mlosingthebabyfat.PlusIlovehowI

look.Mystomachisalmostflat.I'llbehaving



abssoon"

Me:"Andwhoareyoutryingtoimpress?"

Rey:"Thiswillshowyougore,ifyoudon't

appreciateme.NotsayingthatIdon'tfeel

appreciatedbutereostartamehlolofela,What

you'llbemissingouton"

ShetwirlsasshesaysthisAndIsmile.

Me:"Youknowwe'llbemakingloveinAugust."

Rey:"IknowandIcan'twaityouknow.ImeanI

wasusedtohavingsomelovingandnow.."

Ilaugh.She'sbeingalittledramatic.

Me:"Well,there'ssomethingwecandothough.

"

Rey:"What?"

Me:"Cuddle"

Isaywithagrinandshechuckles.

Shetakesawaythemugswhenwe'redonewith



ourbeveragesandcomesbackagain.

Shewalkstomethenstandsbetweenmylegs.

Sheputsherhandsonmyshouldersthenlooks

atmewithaslicksmile.

Rey:"Imissedyou"

Thatwarmsmyheart.Ifeelsoappreciated.

Me:"Imissyoutheminuteyou'reoutofmy

sight.Like,nowwhenyouwenttoputawaythe

mugs,Iwasmissingyou"

MyhandsrestonherassandIsqueeze.

Me:"You'regoingtobetheendofme.Ilove

you.Somuch"

Rey:"IloveyoutooMrNgcobo"

ShekissesmeslowlyandIfollowherleaduntil

IdeepenitasIgethertositontopofmeand

wecontinuemakingoutuntilourbabycries.

Rey:"Daddydutycalls"



Me:"Suchamoodkiller"

Rey:"That'smysonyoutalkingabout"

Me:"Ourson."

Shesmilesatmeasshegetsoffmethensits

downonthebedwhileItakeourson.

Rey:"Heneedsadiaperchange"

Me:"Bringmehisstuffthen"

Gettingbackatmyhouse,allIwantissome

foodandmybed.

I'mhungryandIalreadymissmyminifamily.

IgotomybathroomwhereItakeashowerthen

warmupthefoodReycookedforme.

It'saround9PMbutIdon'tcare,I'meating.

It'sduringthat,whenaknockcomesthrough

mydoor.

IhavemylegsontopofthecoffeetableasI'm

watchingTV.



IwonderwhothatcouldbesinceI'mnot

expectinganyone.

ItakemytimeasImakemywaytothedoor

andopenup,clearlypissed.

Me:"Mother?"

Shannel:"CanIcomein?"

Me:"Umm,ofcoursebutwhatareyoudoingin

S.A?"

Iaskaswewalktotheloungewithherluggage.

You'dswearshe'smovingin.

Shannel:"Ijustwantedtovisitmyson."

Idon'tbuythatbutIdon'taskanythingfurther.

Shannel:"Where'sFelicia?Icanfinallymeether

andmygrandson."

Me:"AreyouOkmother?"

Shannel:"What?OfcourseI'mfine.Don'tyou

wantmeinyourhouse?"



Me:"Youknowthat'snotwhatImeant.I'm

happyyou'rehere."

Shannel:"Thenatleastactlikeit"

Me:"Sorry"

Clearlyshe'supsetorsomethingandIhaveno

doubtthatsomethinghappenedbutIjust

wonderwhat.

.

BANDILE

Me:"Shestilldoesn'tpickupmycalls.Actually,

Ithinksheblockedme."

Zendae:"That'sabitextreme."

Me:"Idon'tknowwhatIdid.She'snotreplying

toanyofmytexts,evenwhenshe'sonline."

Hedoesn'treply.

I'vebeentryingtogetholdofPinksincelast

weektonoavail.



Actually,herphonedidringonWednesdaybut

insteadofanswering,sherejectedthecalland

it'sbeenvoicemailsincethen.

Me:"IthinkIshouldgohomefortheweekend"

Zendae:"Actually,wecangotogetherplusI

missFaith."

Me:"Whatifshe'scheatingonme?Whatifshe

foundsomeoneelsedawg?Shecan'tOrcan

she?"

Zendae:"Faithtellsmeshe'sbeenhanging

aroundwithbadcompany"

Iturntolookathimandcannotbelievehe's

beenwithholdingsuchinformationfromme.

Me:"What?"

Zendae:"ThosefuckerswhowereinGrade11

lastyear.JustinAndhiscrew."

Me:"Thebasketballplayers?"

Henods.



Me:"Thoseguysareplayersandneverleta

skirtpassthemby.Whywouldshebehanging

outwiththem?"

Zendae:"AndrememberyourbeefwithMarco?

AfterthewholeMellisasituation?Whatif

they'reonsomerevengeplan?"

Me:"Argh,nothinghappenedthere."

Zendae:"Well,she'salloverhisinstagram"

HegivesmehisphoneandIscrolldownhis

instagram.

Me:"Sonofabitch!"

Zendae:"Theylookcosy"

Me:"WillPinkdothistome?Aftereverything,

shewill?"

Zendae:"Let'snotgetaheadofourselves.

RatherwaitforFriday."

Inod,hopingthatthisneverbecomesareality.



IlovePink,IreallydoAndthiswouldcrushme.

.

HOPE

IstilllastsawhimonWednesdayandit'skilling

me.

ItsucksbecauseI'musedtohavingmearound.

Ihadtogobacktousingmycar,drivingmyself

tocampusandhavinglunchalone,dinnerand

supper.

I'vepickedupmyphonetocallhimacoupleof

timesbutnevergothroughwithit.

Ican'tstopstaringathispictures,thoseofus

andmyheartjustbreaksalittle.

Whycouldn'tIjustgivehimachance?

Butanotherpartofmyheartconvincesmethat

Ididwhat'sbestforme.

IfeelIowehimanapologythoughsoon



Tuesdaymorning,Idecidetodrivetohishouse.

Myclassonlystartsat10AMsoIhavetime.

I'minwhiteAdidastracksuitswithblackallstar

sneakers.

Ioptedforsomethingsimple.

Myhairistiedback.Ihaven'tgottimetopopat

thesalonsoI'mallnatural.

MyheartisbeatingoutofmychestasIparkmy

car.

Idon'tknowwhyI'msuddenlynervous.

Igetout,withthecoldbreezehittingmyface

andgotoknock.

Apartofmepraysnooneopensupbuthedoes.

Ifreeze,notsayinganythingforaminuteuntil

heclearshisthroat.

Mike:"It'scold,getin"

Inodandgetitandheclosesthedoorafter.



Mike:"Anythingtodrink?"

Ishakemyhead.

Me:"I...IfeelIoweyouanapology."

Hefoldshisarmsandlooksatme.

Mike:"Oh?"

Me:"I'msorryforgoingthroughyourphone.I

hadnorighttosteponyourprivacylikethatand

Ipromiseitwon'thappenagain."

Mike:"Onequestion"

Inod.

Mike:"Areyousatisfiedwithwhatyoufound?"

Me:"Ihopeyoudon'tmindbutIsentmyself

someofthepictures.Mostlyofyou.You'reso

photogenic.I'mjealous"

Mike:"Isthatall?"

IguessIdeservethat.

Me:"Yes.Again,Iapologise."



Iturntoleave.I'mjustgladIdidthisandseeing

himjustfuelshowmuchImisshimbutatleast,

Igottoseehim.

Igetintomycaranddrivetocampus.

By2,I'mdoneandonlyleftwitha5'oclocksoI

drivetomyaunt'splace.

ImissherandIalsowanttoaskherabouther

tattooartist.

Iwanttogetmyfirstbaby.I'vebeenwanting

thatforawhile.

MyphonebeepsafterIparkinherplace.

"YoulookgoodBTW."

It'satextfromMike

Ireplywitha"thanks"

That'ssomething.Iguesshe'stiredofrunning

afterme.

Me:"Goodafternoon.IsTrinnyhere?"



Pink:"Inherroom"

Inodandmakemywayupstairs.

ThingsbetweenPinkandIarestillshakyafter

theBandilesagaandI'mnotonetoforcethings.

Iknockoncethenletmyselfin.

IknowUncleKristen'snothere.

Me:"Trinny?"

Shecomesfromthebathroomwithatowel

wrappedaroundherbody.

Weshareahug.

Me:"I'mnotstaying.Howareyou?"

Trinny:"PatheticbutI'llbeOk.Youlookgood."

Ismile.

Me:"Thankyou.Iwannagetinked."

Trinny:"Oh,you'vecometotherightone.My

artistevengivesmediscountsnowsinceI'm

alwaysreferringpeopletohim."



Shegoestoherdrawerandtakesoutacard

whichshegivestome.

Ithasanaddressalready.

Me:"Thankyou.Ladiesnighttomorrow?We

canhavewineAndjustchill."

Trinny:"Icoulddowithabreak.It'son"

WehugAgainandIleave.

Goodthingis,I'msoonattendedbytheartist

andit'sallthankstoTrinnywhocalledtotell

himI'monmyway.

HetellsmetocallhimjustX.

Idon'tknowwhybutIdon'task.

X:"It'sgonnahurt."

Me:"Iappreciateyourhonesty"

He'scoveredintattoosandpiercings,notina

badway.

Helooksgood.



X:"Justrelaxandleaveeverythingtome.We'll

bedoneinamoment"

Inod,bitingmylip.

HowIwishMikewashere,holdingmyhand

throughit.

.

.
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EPISODESIXTEEN

PINK

Marcocalledmelastnightandwespentthe

wholenighttalkingthingsthatdidn'tmake

senseoverthephone.

I'mtirednowanditsucksbecauseIcan'tbunk



school.

Iknowforsurethatdadwouldbeonmycase

AndthelastthingIwantistogobackto

London.

Iwonderhowhefeels,ifI'mfeelingthisway

consideringhe'sdoingmatric.

Ihavetobracemyselfandgotakeashower

sincenooneforcedmetostayupallnight.

Itakeahotshowerthendryandlotionafter.

Iwearmyfulltracksuitswithapairofsneakers.

Well,we'reallowedtoweartracksuitswith

sneakersatschool.

Itiemyhairintoaneatbun.Ireallyhavetogo

tothesalontodaysoI'llaskMarcoinsteadof

takingataxi.

Ithinkalotabouthimnowadays,Idon'tknow

what'sup.

ItakemybagandphonewhenI'mdonewith



everythingthengodownstairs.

Surprisingly,bothmomanddadaresitting

downduringbreakfastandthey'reactually

talking.

Me:"Morning"

IgreetasIsitdownandmomislookingatme

sternly.

Myheartbeataccelerates.

Sheknowssomething.

Dad:"Baby"

Mom:"NoCharisma.What'sthisIhearabout

yousmokingweed?"

AndIthoughtdadwasbluffingwhenhesaid

he'sgoingtotellonme.

I'mfrozen.DadholdsherhandandsqueezesIt

thensheyankshimoff.

Mom:"I'mnotgoingtoacceptthisrebellious



behaviour.Notinmypresence.I'mcuttingyou

offandtakingallyourgadgets"

Me:"What?"

Mom:"You'regoingtofocusonyourexams

likeotherkids.Yourphoneandcards"

Me:"ButmomI.."

Mom:"No.Don'tmakemerepeatmyself"

Chrisburstsintolaughter,andI'msopissed.

Ibreatheoutandgivehermyphoneandcards.

I'mdoomed.I'mofficiallydoomed.

Idon'tevenfinishwithbreakfastbutgetup,

takingmybagandleave.

Igetintodad'scar,waitingforhim.

Mom:"Ohnosweetie.I'mdroppingyouoff

today"

Ialmostrollmyeyes.

ShegetsintohiscarwhileChrisgetsinthe



frontandIsinkbackasshestartsthecar.

Idon'tlikemymomrightnow.

She'sblowingthingsoutofproportion.

It'snotlikeshedidn'tstartsmokingat16.

Iimmediatelygetoffthecarasitstopsand

hearherlaugh.

Mymomissuchasavage.

Marco:"Youlookmad"

Me:"I'vebeencutoff"

HelaughsandIpunchhimbecausethisisa

seriousmattertome.

Me:"Thisisnolaughingmatterdude"

Hekissedmycheek.

Marco:"Idon'tseewhyyouworrying.I'lltake

careofyou."

Me:"Idon'thavetimeforjokesMarco"



Marco:"WhosaidI'mjoking?I'msayingyou

don'thavetoworryaboutanything."

Me:"AndIwantedtodomyhairtoday,canyou

takeme?"

Marco:"Ofcoursebaby"

HekissesmycheekandIsmile.

Afterschool,hecomestogetmefrommy

classandevenholdsmybagforme.

Me:"Youwokeupontherightsideofthebed?

"

Helaughs.

Marco:"Comeon.It'snotlikethat"

Me:"ThenwhatbecauseIcan'tseemto

comprehendyoursuddenchangeinbehaviour?

"

Marco:"MaybeI'minlove"

Idon'tsayanythingbutinwardlyblush.



HeopensthedoorformeandIgetit,thenputs

mybaginthebackseatthengoestothedriver's

seat.

HeplaysmusicsoftlyandIhumallthewayto

themall.

Marco:"So,whatareyoudoing?"

Me:"Braids.I'mthinkingbraids."

Marco:"Withyourhairorextensions?"

Me:"Wantthemtotouchmyasssoextensions

"

Marco:"Yourass,Huh?"

Hesays,lookingbackatitandIlaugh.

Ifinallygetmybraidsinblackandthe

complimentsfromhimdon'tcease.

Marco:"Ican'tkeepmyeyesoffyou.Howdo

youexpectmetodrivemara?"

Ilaugh



Me:"Shutupanddrive"

Isingandhearhimchuckle.

.

ROMEO

Itooksometimeofffromworkbecauseofmy

mother'ssuddenvisit.

She'syettotellmetherealreasonshe'shere

butnow,IwasdrivinghertoFelicia'splace.

ShewantstoseehergrandsonandIhavetodo

thissoshecanstopnagging.

Iparkmycarandwebothgetout.

MissLeeuwisstandingbythefence,talkingto

someladysowegreetandgoinside.

Me:"Where'syoursister?"

IaskTeboho.

Teboho:"Inthebathroom"

Me:"Mother,howaboutyousitherewhileIgo



toher"

Shannel:"ShejustgavebirthRomeo.Don't

eventhinkofdoinganything"

Me:"We'rewaypastthetimeofyoutellingme

whattodo"

Idon'tevenawaitherreplybutmakemywayto

thebathroomwhereIfindherlotioning.

Rey:"Don'tweknockaroundhere?"

Me:"Mymotherishere."

Rey:"Who?Khen?"

Me:"Biologicalmom"

Rey:"What?!Andyou'rehere?"

Ihadtolaughatherfacialexpression.

HereyespoppingoutwithhermouthinO

shape.

Me:"Imissyounje"

Rey:"Quitplaying.Whatimpressionisthat



goingtogivetoyourmother?"

Idon'treplybutwalktoherandsmashmylips

onhers.

Shebreaksitoffandattemptstopushmeaway

butIkissheryetagain.

SherepliesthistimeandIpickherupandwe

walkbuttoherroomwhereIputherontopof

herbed.

Me:"Stopstressing"

Shedressesuponmywatchthenwegotothe

loungewithOmegaonmyhands.

Rey:"Goodafternoonma'am"

Shannel:"Hi,justcallmeShannel"

Shenodsnervously.

Me:"Andthisisourson"

Ihandherovertoherandhecriesimmediately.

Shannel:"HeyOmega,I'myourgrandma"



Hedoesn'tstopbutwailsloudlyuntilReytakes

himfromher.

Rey:"I'msorry.Idon'tknowwhat'swrongwith

him.He'susuallyresponsiveeventostrangers"

Icanseethatmymotherishurtand

disappointed.

Me:"He'llgetusedtoyouashegetsfamiliar

withyou"

Shenods.

WespendmoretimewiththetwountilIhaveto

go.

Reydoesn'twantmetoleavethoughand

Omegahasfallenasleep.

Me:"Iloveyou"

Rey:"Justgo"

Me:"Don'tcryplease"

Shesniffs.



Me:"Baby?"

Rey:"Idon'twantyoutogo.Youusuallyleave

late.SometimesafterI'vefallenasleep"

Me:"ButI'mnotalone"

Shefrowns.Iwipehertearswithmythumb

thenperkherlipsacoupleoftimes.

Me:"Iloveyou"

Rey:"Iloveyoutoo"

Afterdroppingoffmymother,IdrivehomesoI

cantellDadandKhenaboutherbeinghere.

They'rebothsurprised.

Dad:"That'sallshesaid?"

Inod.Itoldthemabouthersayingshemisses

me.

Mom:"Itdoesn'tmakesense.Wherearethe

kids?Herhusband?"

Dad:"Maybeshe'sreallyjustvisiting"



Mom:"Icanfeelthatit'ssomethingmorethan

that.Yourmotherlikescausingtrouble."

Dad:"I'llgotalktoherand-"

Mom:"No"

Dad:"ButI-"

Mom:"NoLuthando.Andit'sfinal"

Dad:"Okbaby."

Ilaugh,walkingout.

They'rejustsoadorable.

.

HOPE

It'sstillabitpainfulAndtheskinonmytattoo

AndaroundisredbutXtellsmeit'sjustnormal.

Iamlayinginmycouch,whilesippingonsome

wineandwatchingsomerealityshow.

Ihadatattooonmyribofaneagleandsince

I'mwearingjustmysportsbraandadidas



leggings.

There'saknockonmydoorandIlazinglygo

openthedoor.

He'sstandingontheotherside,lookingdashing.

Mike:"Areyougoingtoletmein?"

Me:"Sorry"

ImakespaceforhimandhegetsinandIclose

thedoor.

JustasIturn,hislipsareonmineandIkisshim

backbutstopandflinchinpainwhenhe

touchesmeonthetattoo.

Mike:"DidIhurtyou?"

Inodandhelooksatwherehehurtme.

Mike:"Ididn'tknowyouwereafan"

Me:"Beendreadingtogetoneforawhile"

Mike:"It'sbeautiful.You'rebeautiful"

Me:"Thankyou"



Mike:"Bemine.Please.Justgivemeachance.

Ican'tstayaway,fromyou.ItriedbutIjustcan't

"

Idon'tsayanythingbutinsteadsmashmylips

onhisandwekissfordearlife.

Breakingit,we'rebothbreathingheavily.

Me:"Iwouldloveto"

Thetruthis,lifewithouthimhasbeenmiserable

andhedeservesachance.

Ifitdoesn'tworkout,I'dknowIgaveitmyall.

Hesmiles.

Mike:"ThankyouandIpromiseI'mgoingto

giveItmyall"

Hereadmymind.

Me:"Okboyfriend."

Iperkhislipsandhedecidestoturnitintoafull

ontonguekiss.



.

KADEN

I'mwithAmyinmyroomandwe'repainting

nails.

Amy:"Iwassoclose,soclosetobreakingitoff

withhimbuthe'sbeengivingmeallthe

attention"

Me:"Maybehe'sfinallygrowingup"

Amy:"Well,I'mhappyheis.Ilovehimsomuch

andthesexisamazing"

That'sonetopicIcannotcommenton

unfortunately.

Shesensesmydiscomfortandaddson.

Amy:"Youstillhaven'tdoneit?"

Me:"Notyet.There'snorush."

Shelaughs,sippingonherjuiceaswe'redone

withournails



Amy:"Atleastyou'redoingotherthings,it'sjust

amatteroftime"

Ismile.

Me:"Hewantstogowithmetohisdance."

Amy:"Whatareyougoingtowear?Anythingin

mind?"

Ilaugh.

Me:"It'sstillearly."

Amy:"Youguysaresoamazing"

Me:"Thankyou"

Herphoneringsandbecauseit'sKristenonthe

otherside,shehastogo.

WehugthenIwalkhertoherroom.

MyphoneringsfromJabujustwhenIgetinto

myroom.

Me:"Hey,I'mmissingyoulikecrazy"

"Leavemymanalone,youpieceofshit!"



Therageisveryaudibleinhervoice.

Me:"What?"

Iremovethephonefrommyearandlookatthe

screenAndit'sstillhisnumbers.

"I'mnotgoingtosayitagainyoutrump.I'll

comeandgetthemessagethroughifyoudon't

getit.Justbecauseyou'rewhiteAndrich

doesn'tmeanIcannotfuckyourfaceup.

Njabuloismine!Mine!"

HervoiceechoesinmymindasIsankdown.

I'mtooshockedtoact.

.

.
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EPISODESEVENTEEN

KADEN

Istandupfromthefloorjustaftertheshock

dissolves.

Iconvincemyselfthatthere'sanexplanationfor

thatbutmyheartcan'tbelievethat.

Thethoughtofhimcheatingisenoughtobreak

myheartintoamillionpieces.

Ipickupmyphonefromtheflooranddial

Hope'snumber.

Ineedher.

Hope:"Baby"

Justhearinghervoiceisenoughtobreakthe

lumpinmythroatandIjustbreakdown.

Ican'tstopthetearsthatendlesslyfalldown

mycheeks.

Hope:"Fuck,I'monmyway"



Idon'tevensaymorebutjustthrowmyphone

onthebedthensinkdownandcry.

Idon'tknowifIshouldbelievethis.

Ikeeptellingmyselfthatthisisnothim.Thatit

can'tbetrue.

Myheartwhispers,'It'salie'

Butmymind,contradictorytothehearttellsme,

'Leavehim.He'sacheater'

Hope:"I'mhere"

It'sonlythenthatIrecogniseherpresence.

Ididn'tevenknowshe'shereuntilIfeltherarms

wraparoundme.

Ican'thelpbutcry.Ithurts.Ithurtssomuch.

IthurtsbecauseIlovehim.IthurtsbecauseI

can'timaginemylifewithouthim.

Shegetsupandhelpsmeintothebed.

Ihaveaheadache.I'mjustgladshehasn't



askedmeanythingyet.

ShecomestomewithaglassofwaterandI

gulpeddownaquarterofthecontents.

Hope:"Wantsomepainkillers?Forthe

headache"

Inod,unabletoopenupmymouth.

ShegivesmetwocapsulesandIfallasleep

afterconsumingthem.

Wakingup,Ifeelabitbetter.

She'sstillhereandmynostrilsarefilledbythe

aromaofherfood.

IgointothebathroomwhereItakeaquick,cold

showerthenwearjustmyrobewithmyundies.

Hope:"Feelingbetter?"

Inod.

Me:"Thankyouforcoming.Ireallyneededa

shouldertocryon."



Hope:"Sitdown.I'lldishupAndyou'lltellmeall

aboutit."

Me:"Yesma'am"

It'ssimplespaghettiandmeatballsbutIknow

she'sgoodatthissoIcandiscernthatit's

delectable.

Truetomywords,Ievenlickmyfingers.

Me:"SomegirlansweredJabu'sphoneandshe

toldmetostayawayfromher'man'.Even

threatenedtohitmeifIdon't"

ShelaughsandI'munabletofindthejoke.

Me:"Thisisfunny?"

Hope:"Kay,there'sstillalotyouneedtoknow

aboutdating.Youguyshavebeentogetherfor

suchalongtimebutstill,you'reclueless"

I'mconfusedandcan'tfathomwhatshe'son

about.

Idon'tknowifI'mmusicalsomethingorI'm



stupidinthisregard.

Hope:"Babysis,thisislife.Therearegirlsout

therewhoenvyyouandyourman.Whatyou

coulddoisconfronthimaboutthisandgethis

sideofthestory.He'llsetthatbitchright"

Me:"Ifeelsostupid"

Isay,coveringmyfacewithmyhands.

Hope:"It'snormaltojumpintoconclusions.

HowaboutyougetdressedupandIdropyou

offathisplace?He'llbringyouback."

Me:"Ineverthoughtofthat"

Hope:"Ashotofwhiskyforakick?"

Ilaugh.Shetakesmyhandandagain,it's

anothercar.

Me:"Andthisone?"

Hope:"It'sfaster.Plus,Iwasinthemiddleof

somethingwhenyoucalled"



ShewinksaswelaughandIdon'tevenneed

anyconfirmation.

IdirecthertoJabu'shomeandwepumpto

somemusiconourwaythere.

Sheparksatthegate,wishesmeluckthen

drivesoffafterIgetoff.

ITakeadeepbreathasI'mstandingoutsidethe

door.

Ifinallygetenoughcouragetoknockandhis

motheropens,andsmilesatme.

Khen:"Hey"

Shegivesmeawarmhugthenallowsmein.

Me:"Is..IsNjabulohome?"

Khen:"Yes,heis.He'sstillsleepingthoughbut

youcangowakehimup."

Istareathimforaminuteaftergettingintohis

room.



HervoicestillechoesinmyearandIprayto

Godthatnoneofthatistrue.

Jabu:"Starringisrude"

Hiseyesarestillcloseyethecanspeak.

Idon'tsayanythingandIthinkit'swhatmakes

himopenhiseyes.

Me:"Howdidyouknowit'sme?"

Jabu:"Iknowyourscent.Iknowyou."

Hesitsonhisbutt,leaningonthebigpillow

whilelookingatme.

Jabu:"Youseemangry"

Me:"Willyounotbeangryifyoucalledmeand

amananswered,tellingyoutoleavemealone,

callingyounamesandthen,threateningtokill

you?"

HiseyespopoutafterIsaythatandI'mstill

standingup,lookingathimwithmyarmsfolded.



Jabu:"Yini?"

Me:"Shocking,isitnot?Pleasetellmewhat's

goingon.Whoansweredyourphone?"

Jabu:"Myphoneisalwayswithme"

Inod.

Me:"Ok.Itwasniceseeingyou.Canyoutake

mebacktomyflatplease?Iwanttostudy"

Jabu:"You'remad?"

Igivehimagenuinesmile.

Me:"No.IthinkIdialledawrongnumber.NowI

feelbad"

Jabu:"I'lldriveyouthen"

.

HOPE

Me:"Missedme?"

Iask,justwhenIgetbackatmyflat.



Henodswithagrin,makingmechuckle.

Me:"I'mabigsistertothreegirls.Sowhenduty

calls,Igottarun"

Mike:"Iadmireyourbondwithyoursisters.

Makesmewonderwhatkindofmotheryou'dbe

"

Forthefirsttimeever,Ithinkofmymiscarriage

withnohurtInmyheartbutinstead,Ismile.

Me:"Iwondertoo.We'llrevisitthis

conversationinfiveyears"

Mike:"Atleastthere'sahintofhope.Iprayto

GodIliveuntilthen."

Me:"Youdon'thavemuchofachoice."

Mike:"DidItellyouIloveyou?"

Ishakemyhead.

Me:"Never"

Mike:"IloveyouHopeKylieLeRoux.Somuch.



"

Me:"Good.Idon'twanttosayanythingyetbutI

likeyou"

Hesmileswidely.

Mike:"You'vesaidenough"

Isnuggleupwithhimonthebed.

WehadbeenwatchingmovieswhenKaden

called.

Andno,wedidn'tdoanything.

.

PINK

Me:"Thankyouforsuchagoodday"

Marco:"Youdon'thavetothankme."

Hehugsmeandwefinallybidways.

Hehasdroppedmerightatthegate.

JustwhenIstepinthehouse,momislooking



atmeandit'sclearshe'snotpleased.

Mom:"Weitseifmymemoryservesmewell

becauseI'monly35,Iconfiscatedallyourcards

andeverythingsoplease,enlightenmeonthis

matter.Whopaidforyourhair?"

Me:"Ihadmoneyinmywallet"

OfcourseIhavetolie.

Mymomisunpredictable.

ThelastthingIwantisahiding.

Mom:"Iwasn'tbornyesterday.Iknowyoulying

butit'sfine,ifyousayso.IthinkIshouldtalkto

Brandon."

Istartpanicking.Thiscouldmeanme,going

backtoLondonandthat'snotwhatIwant.

Me:"Momplease.Ireallydidn'tdoanything."

Mom:"Hamba.Gotoyourroom.Idon'teven

wanttotalkaboutthetimeyoudecidedto

graceupwithyourwonderfulpresence,your



majesty"

Dad:"Trinny,Trinny,Trinny"

Hesays,comingintothelounge.

Hewavesatmethengoestohiswife.

They'resoInlovewhichremindsmeof...

Idon'tevengotherebutdecidetorathergoto

myroom.

.

.

I'mstillnotfeelingwell.I'llpostagainwhenI

can.
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ROMEO

Everythinghasbeengoingwellforme.

I'dbelyingifIsay,Ihadcomplaints.

Well,thatnotincludingmymother.

She'stooclingyandwantsmealwayshome.

Iloveherbutthisisjusttoomuchforme.

ShehastounderstandthatIhavepriorities,

responsibilities.

ReyisalreadycomplainingthatI'mspending

lesstimewiththemandthelastthingIwantis

forhertobeangry.

Iamonmywaytothem.

It'sThursdayAndI'mgettingbackfromwork.

Ihaveherfavouritechickenwings,withchips

androlls.

Iknowshewon'teatmuchofitbutshewon'tlet

itgotowaste.



Iknockonceatthedoorthenletmyselfin.

It'sabitdark.

Me:"Where'severyone?"

Teboho:"Oraisinherroom.Momsaidshe's

coming."

Me:"Well,Iboughtfood.I'llcallhertocome

dishup"

Rey:"HowdoIlook?"

Sheasks.Noteventurningtoseewhoitis.

Me:"Sexy,exquisiteandofcoursebeautiful"

Sheturnstolookatme,rathershocked.

Probablyofmypresence.

She'swearingablackbodyhuggingdress,

whichdisplaysherbeautifulbodyrathertoo

good.

She'slostalotofweightbuttheassandcurves

arestillthere.



Shehasaflatstomachnowandherbreastsare

stillperky.

Rey:"Ididn'tknowyouwerecoming"

Me:"Ialwayscome.Whatdoyoumean?"

Rey:"Ifwe'reintheissueofyourcomeplanting

aseedinme,yeah"

Ichuckle.Herdirtytalkingisalwaysaturnon.

Me:"Well,bothways.Whereareyougoing?"

Rey:"Nowhere.Yet.I'msavingthisbabyfora

specialoccasionwithaspecialsomeone"

Me:"Let'sgoonadatethen"

Rey:"Thatpersonisnotyou,Romeo"

Me:"Oh?"

Rey:"Yeah.Anyway,how'syourmomand

everything?It'sapitymysondoesn'twanther"

HestillcrieswhensheattemptstoHoldher.

Shecangettothinkithassomethingtodowith



us,orRey.

Unfortunately,it'soursonwho'sjusttwo

monthssowecan'treallyaskhimwhat'swhat.

Me:"Whoishe?"

Rey:"Who?"

Me:"Theguyyoudressingupfor"

Iswearjustthethoughtinfuriatesme.

Shesmiles,likeitsnothing.

Rey:"MrNgcoboJr."

Me:"Fuck,Felicia.You'rereallygoingtobethe

endofme."

Rey:"Ican'tbelieveyouthinkIwouldcheat"

Me:"Butyousaid"

Rey:"Iloveyou"

Shetakesoffherdressinmywatch.

She'swearingablacklacepantywithnobra.



Sheputsonhersilkgownandfinallynoticesmy

erectionandchuckles.

Me:"Youcan'tjuststripandthinkthatwon't

haveaneffectonme"

Shegigglesandwalkstomethenputsher

handsovermyneck.

Rey:"Sorry"

Shebringsherlipstomineandweshareakiss.

MyhandstraveltoherhugebuttandIpullher

closertome.

Shemoansinmymouthasmyhandsmake

patternsonherback.

Shebreaksthekiss,andwe'rebothbreathing

heavily.

Rey:"Whenarewedoingit?"

Me:"What?"

Iknowwhatshe'ssayingbutIwanthertosayit.



Shelooksatmewithhersquintedeyesand

bitesherlip.

Ican't.Ican'tignorethatlook.

Me:"Iboughtfood.Let'sgoeat"

Rey:"ButI-"

Me:"It'stoosoon"

Ikissherlipsbeforegoingtothebathroom

whereIwashmyhandsandpickupourson.

Wegobacktotheloungetogetherandshe

dishesup.

Imissedhersomuch.

.

KADEN

Iknowhe'slying.Idon'tknowwhat'sgoingon

butIknowsomethingis.

Ireallydon'tknowwhathe'slyingaboutyetbut

Iknowit'saboutsomething.



Someonecalledmefromhisphone.Ihadtolie

andsayI'mtheonewhomadethecall.

Idecidetoletitgoforthiswhile.

Iactuallywantedhimtotakemehome.

It'sThursdayeveningandI'mchillingwitha

bookinmyhandswhilehavingaglassofwine.

There'saknockonmydoor.

WinebecauseIjustfigured,Ineedtoletloosea

bit.

ImakemywaytothedoorAndopen,inwardly

rollingmyeyeswhenIseehisface.

Jabu:"Whyareyouignoringmycalls?"

Me:"I'mstudying"

Jabu:"Soittookyouyesterday,today's

morning,afternoonandevennow,youtelling

meyounevereventookabreak?"

Me:"Njabuloplease.I'mnotInthemood"



Jabu:"What'sgoingon?"

Me:"Please.It'snothing.Ijustwanttofocuson

myexamsAndyoushoulddothesame"

Youthinkhe'lllisten?No.

Instead,hepushesmefromtheentrancethen

getsin.

Heobservestheplacethenlaughs.

Iclosethedoorthenleanbyit,mybackagainst

it.

Jabu:"Areyoushittingonmenow?"

Me:"Iamstudyingoryouwantmetofail?"

Jabu:"Studying?You'rereadinganoveland

drinkingwine,that'sstudying?"

Me:"Youhavenoright.Youcan'tbegoing

throughmystuff."

Jabu:"Baby,thisroomorwhateveritis,ismine

asmuchasitsyours.I'myoursasmuchas



you'remine"

Me:"Yetyou'renotminealone.Justgo"

Jabu:"it'saboutthat?Surelyyou'renotgoingto

believethatinsteadofme,yourboyfriendof27

months."

Me:"Shecalledmewithyourphone.Youwere

probablysleepingnakedwhileshewent

throughyourphoneandprobablyreadourtexts.

Whoknows?Mypicturesmightevenendupon

socialmedia"

Hedoesn'tsayanythingbutinstead,walks

towardsme.

There'snowhereIcanrunsinceI'mbythedoor

andIfeelhisbreathhitmyface.

Ilookdown,unabletokeepupwiththeeye

contact.

Jabu:"Lookatme"

Ishakemyhead,stilllookingdownandhe



makemelookathim.

Hecupsmyfacewithhishandsthenperksmy

lipsacoupleoftimes.

Jabu:"Onlyyou.Ionlywantyou.Justyouand

nobodyelse"

Whycan'tIbelievehim?

Whyisitsohardformetobuythis.

Me:"Ok"

Igetawayfromhisgripandgobacktomybook.

Isitdownafterpouringmyselfanotherglassof

thewine.

Iwouldn'thaveitifitwasn'tbecauseofHope.

Jabu:"Baby?"

Me:"It'sOk.Ibelieveyou.Iloveyou.Somuch."

Hesitsnexttomethentakestheglassfrom

meandgulpsitdown.

Jabu:"Thisisthelasttimeyou'redrinkingandI



meanit"

Irollmyeyesathim.Howdarehetellmewhat

todo?

Jabu:"Youcanrollyoureyesuntiltheyfallout,

Idon'tcare."

Heunzipsmyhoodie.I'mnotwearinganything

underneathAndmybreastsareexposedtohim.

Me:"Shouldn'tyoubestudying?"

Jabu:"Ohshutup"

HesmasheshislipsontomineandIcan'thelp

butreply.

I'myearningforhistouch.

Forasecond,Iforgetaboutmydistrustinhim

andallowhimtocherishmybodyforalittle

while.

Jabu:"Iwannasleepnexttoyoutonight"

Me:"Andschool?"



Jabu:"I'llleaveearly.Ijustwantacuddle"

Me:"Oh"

Jabu:"Afteryoucookforus"

Me:"No.We'reorderinginandit'sfinal"

Jabu:"Fine"

Iamsurprisedhedoesn'tevendebateabout

this.

That'sdefinitelyafirst.

.

BANDILE

I'matapointwhereIreallydon'tknowwhereI

stand.

Herphonestillgoestovoicemail..Idon'tgetit.

Ijustdon't.

PartofmewondersifI'mcursedorsomething.

WheneverIfallinlovewithsomeone,theyend



upbreakingmyheart.

FirstitwasCandiceandIcanfeelthatPinkis

onthevergeofdoingtheSame.

IhadtotakeanearlierflightAndI'mgrateful

Zendaeisherewithme.

Mymindhoweverisonwhatawaitsmeonthe

otherprovince.

Zendae:"Ithinkyouhavenothingtostress

about."

Me:"Icanfeelitinmyheart.Myconsciencetoo.

"

Zendae:"Youdidn'tdoanything"

Me:"Outofsight,outofmind"

Zendae:"Well,theysaydistancemakesthe

heartgrowfonder"

Me:"Well,definitelynotinthissituation"

Arrivinghome,momishappytoseeme.



ShesuffocatesmeinahugandIallowmyself

tofeelthewarmthofherembrace.

There'sreallynoplacelikehome.

Me:"Where'sWandile?"

Wandile:"Here.Ronawascrying"

Idon'tseetheneedofshorteninganalready

shortname.

Me:"I'mreallytiredmom.CanIgorest?"

Mom:"Ofcoursebaby"

Shekissesmylipsandallowsmetogotomy

room.

Ijustwanttorestforawhileandhopefully,not

toolongsinceIwanttopickupPinkfrom

school.

OfcourseIcan'tjustgotoherhome.

.

.



Iwonder...
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PINK

Thecommotionisloudoutsidetheschoolyard.

I'mwithMarcoandwewalkrighttowherethat

is.

They'reagroupofourschoolmatesarounda

certaincarandIcanevenhearsoundsof

camerasflashing.

He'shere.He'sreallyhere.

Assoonashiseyesmeetmine,hesmilesatme.

Noweveryoneturnstheirheadstolookatme

andIhavesomuchattentiononme



Marco,whohadbeenholdingmyhand,let'sit

go.

Marco:"Didyouknowhe'scoming?"

HewhispersandIshakemyhead.

Idon'tknowhowtofeelaboutthis.Idon'teven

knowifIwanthimtobehere.

AsI'mlostinmywebofthoughts,Ifeelhis

colognehitmynostrilsandIknowhe'sreally

here.

Ilookupathim.

Bandi:"Hi"

Inod,notknowinghowtoreact.Myheartis

beatingsofast.

Me:"It'sreallyyou"

Bandi:"It'sreallyme.Let'stalkinmycar"

HetakesmyhandintohisandIfollowhimto

hiscar.



Heopensthedoorforme.Igetinthenhegoes

tohissideandstartsthecar.

Bandi:"Youlookbeautiful.Ilovethenew

hairstyle"

Me:"Thankyou"

Bandi:"WhatdidIdo?Whydidyoustop

answeringmycalls?"

Helookssogood.Verygullible.Istillcan't

believehe'shere.

Heevenlookslighter.IguessCapeTownhas

beengoodtohim.

Me:"I...Ireallydon'tknow."

Ilookaway.Asmuchasthatsoundscrazy,it's

true.Ireallydon'tknowwhyIstopped.Ireally

don'tknow.

Bandi:"Justlikethat?Youdon'tknow?"

Me:"Itstartedwithyounotcallingforabout

threedaysandthenIgotmadsowhenyou



calledmethatday,Igotannoyedthenputyou

onreject"

Bandi:"It'snotbecauseIdidn'twantto.It's

beenbusy.Ievenhardlyslept.I'dlegitspend

onlyafewhours,maximumfivethenIhaveto

wakeup.Duringthosedays,Ineverheldmy

phone.DoyouactuallythinkI'djustignoreyou?

Iloveyou.Ican'timaginemylifewithoutyou

Pink"

Ifeelbad.IfeelreallybadbecauseIhavebeen

theselfishone.IjumpedtoconclusionsAnd

neverforasecondthoughthemightbebusy.

Me:"I...I'msosorry"

ThetearsfallfrommyeyesasIrealisehow

muchofabadgirlfriendIam.

Bandi:"Baby,pleasedon'tcry"

Hesays,squeezingmyhand.Hetakesout

sometissuesformeandIwipemyeyes,

cheeksandnosewithit.



We'reatthehotelandI'mthankfulI'llgetto

spendsometimewithhim.

Heopensthedoorformethenwewalkin

holdinghands.

Hebooksusaroomrightatthatmomentand

orderssomefoodbeforewegotothatroom.

Bandi:"YouandMarco?"

Me:"There'snothingthere.He'sjusta

distraction"

Bandi:"Look,Idon'twantyougettingcaughtup

inhisgrudgeagainstme"

I'mconfused.Ihavenoideawhathe'sonabout

sohestartsnarrating.

Assoonashe'sdone,Ifeellikeacompletefool.

CoulditbethatI'mjustapawninhisgame?

Thenitmakessense.Howtheyonlytooknotice

ofmewhenBandileft.



NowregretsfillsmyTastebuds.AmIabet?I

wonder.

Me:"I'msuchafool."

Bandi:"Youdidn'tknow.Don'tbeatyourselfup

aboutit."

Ourfoodarrivesandweeat,ashetellsmehow

thingshavebeengoingforhim,howmuchhe

lovesmeandhowhe'smissed.

IfeelsospecialandIfeelmyloveforhim

intensifywitheverysecond.

.

HOPE

Friday'sarereallymyfavouriteday.

Justknowingtheweekendisheremakesme

beam.

IamonmywaytomycarsinceI'mdonewith

allmylecturesfortoday.



I'mactuallyveryhungry.

IunlockthecarAndgetinside.It'sbeenawhile

sinceIhadspicychickensoNandoswilldo.

I'musheredToatablebyahotwaiterthen

placemyorder.

TheshakearrivesfirstsoIsip,whilegoing

throughmyphone.

IreceiveafacetimefromMikeandIanswer.

He'slookingcuteasever.

Mike:"Imissyousomuch."

Igigglesoftly.

Me:"Youdon'tgreet?MaybeaskmehowIam?

That'sallyougoingtosay?"

Mike:"It'swhatmatters.Comeoverwhenyou

donefillingyourstomach.I'llbewaiting"

Me:"Idon'thearyouaskingsir"

Mike:"BecauseIknowyouwantto.Iloveyou"



Me:"Ilovemetoo"

Ihangupandmyorderhasarrived.

Idigin,enjoyingthefoodupuntilI'mdone.I

settlethebillandmakemywayout.

Idrivetomyflatfirst.WhereItakeashower

andchangeintosomethingelse.

Insteadoftakingmycar,Ibookanuberwhich

dropsmeathisplace.

Mike:"Yousureknowhowtokeepaman

waiting"

Me:"Patienceisavirtue"

Hepullsmetohimandkissesthedaylightout

ofme.

Mike:"Yousmellsogood"

Me:"Ijustshowered."

Mike:"I'msohappyyou'rehere"

Hesays,pullingmetotheloungeandsatmeon



topofhim,facinghim.

Mike:"Howwasyourday?"

Heasks,massagingmybreastswhilelooking

intomyeyes.

Me:"It..Itwasgood"

MybreastsarelikemyweaknesssoIwas

turnedonalready.

Mike:"Imissedyousomuch"

Hesays,unzippingmytracktop.Heliftsupmy

T-shirtthenunhooksmybra.

Mike:"Ilovethese"

Hesays,cuppingmybreasts.

Hislipslandonmineandwekiss,withhim

brushingmybreasts.

I'mlayingonhischest,stilltoplessAndwe're

searchingforamovie.

Thisfeelsgood.Verygood.



I'veneverfeltsuchaconnectionwithaman.

Thewayhecherishesme,treatsmelikeaglass

andlikeImatter,it'sgood.

Wehaven'tbeentogetherforthatlongbutIsee

afuturewithhim.

WesettleforJohnWick.Idon'tknowwhyI'm

watchingthisbuthetellsmeIt'shisfavourite

movie.

Me:"Canapersonbethatheartless?Allthose

peoplediedbecauseofwhat,acar?Adead

puppy?"

Iaskafterthemovie.

Mike:"Theymessedwiththewrongman,

simple."

Me:"Wouldyoudothattoo?"

Mike:"I'dkillanyonewhostandsinourway."

Ilookathim,andinsteadofexplaininghimself,

hekissesme.



Probablytryingtoshutmeup.

Mike:"Iwishwecouldstaylikethisforever"

Me:"Metoo"

I'mlisteningtohisheartbeatatthismoment.

Wefallasleepinthesameposition..Hishands

onmybreasts,myheadonhischest.

.

KADEN

IwishIcouldsaythathe'sconfessedbuthe

hasn't.

It'sdrivingmecrazy.

Iknowhe'shidingmesomething,Ijustdon't

knowwhat.

Jabu:"Ok,I'mtiredofthis."

He'sherewithmebutIreallywishIwasalone.

Ineedabreak.Ineedtothink.



Me:"Thenwhyareyoustillhere?"

Iblurtout.Suddenly,everythingisnolongerjust

inmymind.

Ithoughtitwasathoughtbutunfortunately,I

saiditaloud.

Jabu:"I'mnotgoinganywhere!"

Heshouts.He'sbeenhereeversincehecame

backfromschool,stillinhisschooluniform.

Me:"Whoisshe?"

Isay,itcomesoutasamerewhisper.

Jabu:"What?"

Me:"Thegirlwhocalledmewithyourphone.I

knowyouJabu,Iknowwhenyou'relyingornot

beinghonest.Justlevelwithmehere"

Myheartisbeatingoutofmychest.Idon't

knowifIcanhandlethetruthbutIhavetohear

this.



Ihavetohearthis.

Jabu:"Ihaven'tlied"

Me:"Don't!"

Ishoutandhe'ssurprised.I'veneverreally

raisedmyvoice.

Me:"Stopwiththelies!"

Iadd.

Jabu:"It's..I'mreally,reallysorry"

Thetearsfall.Hehasn'tsaidanythingbutI

knowhe'sabouttohitmeupwithabomb.

Me:"Getout!"

Isayimmediatelyafterhe'sdonetalking.My

heartcan'thandleit.

Thetearsfallviciouslydownmyface.

Me:"Justgo!Leave!"

Istartthrowingitemsathim.WhateverIfindin

thekitcheN



Me:"Leave!"

Ithrowthepanathim,whichhitshischestand

herunsout.

ThewholeroomisinamessbutIdon'tcare.

Ijustcrymyeyesout.

.

REY

I'mdonepackingmybagsandjustwaitingfor

Romeotocomepickusup.

It'sthethirdweekofJunewhichmeansI'm

goingtovisitmysisterwithmyson.

I'mlookingforwardtothisandsoisTeboho.

Tebo:"Callhimagain"

Me:"He'sonhisway"

I'vejustgottenoffthephonewithhimfive

minutesago.

Hecomes,tenminuteslaterandwecanfinally



leave.

He'sdrivingatsuchaslowspeedwhilesulking

andIknowhedoesn'twantustoleave.

UsbeingOmegaandI.

Me:"Doyoureallyhavetobethisslow?"

Romeo:"ShouldIletyoudrive?Maybeyoucan

driveatyourdesiredspeedyourmajesty?"

Me:"Ijustthinkyoucanbealittlefasterthan

that.Idon'twantmysonbeingrestless

becauseofyou"

Hegetsrestlesswhenhe'sinthecarforabit

longer.

Themanlistensandhisspeedpicksup.

Awhilelater,wehavearrivedandhe'shelping

uswiththebags.

Weshareahug,followedbyakiss.

Romeo:"I'mstillgoingtovisityoueveryday."



Me:"Iloveyou"

Wekissonelasttime.

Iwatchhimleaveandgetbackintothehouse

afterhiscardisappears.

Mysoniscrying.

Someonecomesholdinghim.

Him:"Hewon'tshutupandIwanttofucken

sleep"

Itakehimfromhimandrockhim.

Me:"Sorryforthis"

Tumi:"You'rereallyhere"

Shecomesandhugsme.

Tumi:"ThisisZandre,mystepson"

Me:"He'squiterude"

Heclickshistonguethenleavesourpresence.

Tumi:"Takesitfromhisfather.Come,letme



showyouguysaround"

.

.
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EPISODETWENTY

KADEN

It'sbeenabouttwoweeksifI'mnotmistaken

andtherehasn'tbeenanychange.

IamcurrentlyhomebecauseIcouldn'tstay

alone.

Iknowhewon'tcomehere.Hemightbe

stubbornbutherespectsmyhomeandparents.

Thetearsdon'tstopfalling.

Ican'thelpit.



Attimes,IstareatmyphonehopingHecalls

untilIrememberIblockedhisnumber.

Ithurts.It'slikewitheachday,thepain

accelerates.

Momtellsmeit'smyfirstheartbreaksoit's

normalforittohurtthismuch,consideringhow

muchIlovehim.

Shetellsmeitwon'tbeeasybutIjustwantthe

paintogoaway..

Imisshim.Imisshimsomuch.

AttimesIeventhinkofgettinginmycarand

drivingtohisplaceandthenIrememberthat

seeinghisfacewon'tbesopleasantforme.

Iknowyouwonderingwhathappenedbutwell,

myboy..Exboyfriendcanbehonestwhenit

pleaseshim.

HetoldmetherealityIwassoafraidof.

Youknow,asmuchasloveisabeautifulthing,



wealsogethurtbecauseofit.

ThetwinsbargeintomyroomwhileI'mlaying

onmyback.

Iamactuallylostinmythoughtsandare

broughtintorealitybythem

Jade:"Youcan'tstaylockeduphereforever"

Jada:"Inthatregard,we'regoingout.Whatyou

havetodonowistakeashower"

Me:"I'mnotreallygoodcompany"

Jade:"Wedon'trememberasking.Nowgo."

Jada:"He'sprobablywithherrightnow,going

onlikeyouneverhappened.Likeyounever

mattered"

Iswearthat'spiercingtotheheart.

Justthethoughtofhimbeingwithsomeone

else,huggingher,kissingherorevendoing

more,hurts.



Jade:"Look,shedidn'tmeanitthatway.The

realityis,helied"

Inod,knowingthatonemorewordfrommy

mouthwillcrymeariver.

Jada:"Justgogetready.Ifit'sanyconsolation,

Hopewillbethere"

Iknowthere'snosayingnotothemsoIendup

givingin.

IdisappeartothebathroomwhereItakea

showerandwhenI'mdonewithlotioning,go

backtothebedroomwithatowelwrapped

aroundmybody.

Jade:"We'vealreadytakenoutclothesforyou"

Ilaugh,lookingatwhatshe'sonabout.

She'stakenoutanoutfitsimilartotheirs.

Jade:"We'regoingtobeliketriplets"

Jada:"AndHopeisgoingtofeelleftout"



Jade:"Wellit'snotherday."

Ichuckle,puttingontheshortsandblacklace

topwithabigtornDenimjacketontop.

Sincewe'retakingmycar,Itakemycarkeys

andbagthenweleave.

Theypluginsomemusic.

Jade:"First,you'regoingtodoyourhair.It

reallylooksbad"

Jada:"Iagree.Howareyousupposetoreplace

himlookinglikeshit?"

Me:"Wehaven'tevenbrokenup"

Jade:"Yeahyeahandyoulovehim.Wegetit"

Ilaughastheysimultaneouslyrolltheireyes.

WearriveatthemallandIparkmycarandwe

allgetout.

Me:"SoHope?"

Jada:"Atthesalon"



Inodandwewalkinoversomechats.

HopeandIshareanembraceasIarriveatthe

salon.

Me:"Ilovethehair"

Hope:"Looksgood,right?Mikebetternot

complain"

Ismile.She'sevenglowing.

Me:"You'reevenglowing"

Webothlaugh.Shedeservesthisandseeing

howgoodshelooksandhowhe'streatingher

givesmehopethatlove,realloveexists.

Hope:"Iknow.BluelooksgoodonmeNeh"

Inod

Me:"Actually,I'mgoingblonde"

Theyallscream"Yes!"

Makingmelaugh.

It'ssettled.



Whenthehairdresserisdone,Icanhardly

recognisemyself.

ImustadmitIlookgood.

Jade:"Beautiful"

Itakeoutmycardtopaybutitseems

someone'sbeatmetoit.

Thehairdressertellsme.

Him:"It'sallpaid"

Me:"Idon'tunderstand"

Hope:"Well,it'snotme"

Him:"Yourboyfrienddid.Ithinkhisname

startswithanNAndthesurname."

Helooksoveragain.

Him:"Yeah,N.Ngcobo"

Jade:"Don'tlethimruinyourday"

Me:"HowdidheknowI'mhere?"



Theyallshrug.Iknowhim.

Thisissomepursuittogetmetoseehimbut

it'snothappening.

Definitelynotnow.

Me:"Knowwhat?I'mgoingtoenjoythisday

andI'mnotgoingtoallowhimtoruinitforme"

Hope:"Yes.That's,thespirit"

Weallsharealaugh,gettingoutofthesalon.

Ineedthis.

.

NJABULO

Bandi:"You'rereallysuchasadstory"

Romeo:"DefinitelywhatItoldhim."

Me:"Guysplease"

Bandi:"Youshouldhavelongleftthathoe.Now

youlostadiamond."



Me:"Youguysdon'tgetit"

Romeo:"Letmesee.Youcheatedonyourgirl

witha15yearhoewhohasfuckedallyour

friendsandallowedhertocallyourgirlfriend

withyourphoneanddidn'tevendoanything

becauseyoudidn'twantto"lose"her,because

shedoesyougood.I'veneverseenanyonethis

confused."

Me:"Webrokeup.Ilefther"

Bandi:"Itwasabouttime"

Me:"Ican'tstopthinkingaboutKaden.She'sall

inmymind."

Romeo:"Youknowwhereshelives.Youguys

areinthesamecity.Smoko?"

Me:"YouknowI'dspendhoursinherstreetand

calling,thoughitgoestovoicemail."

Romeo:"Soyoucheatedbecauseofsex?I

haven'thadsexinthreemonths"



Me:"Ithadbeen8monthsformeandthisgirl

hadbeenaftermethenithappened,onething

ledtotheotherandIcouldn'tstop.Ididn'tknow

aboutthecall.WhenIgottoknow,Iconfronted

herandsheconfessedthenIlefther.She

wasn'tsupposetocatchfeelings."

Bandi:"Well,Icanrelate."

Romeo:"AsifyoulovePink.Dude,you'vegiven

herenoughspace"

Me:"You'reright"

Romeo:"You'retoochilled"

Hesays,carefullyeyeingmethenlaughs.

Romeo:"No"

Me:"What?"

Romeo:"You'rekeepingtabsonher,aren'tyou?

She'sbeenbehavingsoyouknowyouhave

nothingtoworryabout"

Me:"Don'tactlikeyoudon'tdoitwithFelix"



Romeo:"We'renottalkingaboutme"

We'reactuallyathiscrib,chillingwithacouple

ofbeers.

Bandileisonlystayingfora,week.

It'sASaturdayandschoolsareclosed.

Me:"Ipaidforhersalonbillandshehasn'teven

called"

TheylaughAtme

It'snotaboutthemoneybutIwastryingtoget

herattention.

Ithoughtshe'dreachoutafterthis

Iknowshedoesnotneedmymoney.

Romeo:"Youshouldtryharderthanthat"

Me:"You'reactuallyright"

Andthatgavemeanidea.

Bandi:"Whatareyouthinking?"



Me:"IthinkIknowexactlywhattodo"

.

REY

EversincetheimpressionZandregaveme,I've

beenavoidinghim.

Whenhecomesintoaroom,Iexit.

ThelastthingIwantIsformetogetonhis

nerves.

Beingherehasactuallybeengood.Spending

timewithAmber,mysister.

I'mactuallygladwe'reallgettingalong.

ExceptforZandreofcourse.

IbelieveTonyisthereasonmysisteristhis

wayandIdon'thaveanycomplaints.

I'minthekitchenwithAmberwhilemaking

Omega'sbottle.

TumiistakinganapAndAmberisheretokeep



mecompany.

She'sonthecounter

Ionlyrecognisewe'renotalonewhenthefridge

doorcloses.

It'stoolate

Ican'tturnback.

Zan:"Avoidingmewon'tchangethefactthat

youhadababyat15witha23yearold"

Withthatsaid,heturnsonhisheelandI'mleft

wonderinghowthehellheknewthat.

SurelyTumididn'ttellhimordidshe?

.

HOPE

Ihadagooddaywithmysistersbutit'stimefor

ustopartways.

I'mspendingtheweekendwithMikewhohas

beencallingmenonstop.



He'sbeennaggingformetocomehome.

Ihugallofthemthengetintomycaranddrive

tohisplace.

Ifindhimpacingupanddowninthelivingroom.

Me:"Really?"

Asmileflashesonhisfaceasheseesme.

Hethensuffocatesmeinahug,makingme

giggle.

Me:"Really?"

Mike:"YouleftmeforthewholedayandIlove

thehair"

Hesays,kissingmyforeheadandIblush

Me:"Thankyou.Well,I'mherenow"

Mike:"Let'sgotothebedroom"

Me:"Onlyifyoupromisetogivemeafootrub"

Isay,takingoffmyheels.Myfeetarekillingme



Hepicksmeupbridalstyle.

Mike:"Asyouwishma'am"

Gettinginthebedroom,hethrowsmeonthe

bedAndgivesmemymassage.

It'ssosoothingthatIcan'thelpbutmoanwith

myeyesclosed.

Mike:"Kylie,stop"

Iopenmyeyes.

Me:"What?"

Mike:"Yourmoaning"

Hesays,pointingathisbulge

He'ssittingontheedgeofthebedsoIstandon

myfeetthengotohimandlowerhispants.

Mike:"Whatareyoudoing?"

Me:"Givingyouhead"

Idon'twaitforhisreplybutjustswallowallof

himandhegroans.



Yes,I'mgettingthereactionIwant.

.

.

IknowIoweyouallanexplanation.
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EPISODETWENTYONE

ROMEO

I'monmywaytoworkwhenIreceiveacall

frommybabygirl.

Imissthem,Imissthemsomuchandifitwas

uptome,theywouldn'thaveleft.

Me:"Baby"

Rey:"Canwespendtherestoftheholidays

withyou?Iwanttoleave"



Ialmoststopthecaronthemiddleoftheroad.

Iwouldbeexcitedbutshedoesn'tsoundOk.

Ican'trejoiceoverhermisery.

Me:"What'swrongbaby?"

Rey:"Wemissyou."

Icanhearshe'snotbeinghonestbutIwon't

pressurehernow.

I'lljustgetherwetandshe'llspillthebeans.

Me:"Duringmylunch?Youguyscanpackin

themeantime"

Rey:"Coolwithme.Romeo?"

Me:"Reoratile?"

Rey:"Iloveyou"

Me:"Iloveyouandoursonmore,Ok?"

Rey:"Ok"

Ihangupanddrivetowork.



Fortunately,I'malonenow.Shannelwentback

toLondon.

Istilldon'tknowwhyshecame.

IfindoutIhaveaguestwhenIarriveatthe

company.

Apparentlyshe'sinmyoffice.

Idon'tknowwhytheyletherinbutIdon't

complain.

IopenthedoorandIdon'trecogniseher.

Me:"Andthen?"

Her:"Romeo.Hi"

Me:"Whoareyou?"

Her:"Youdon'trememberme?"

Me:"Iwouldn'tbeasking"

Her:"YouReallydon'trememberme?"

Me:"Ausi,youwastingiskhathinow.Speakor

getyourassouttamyoffice"



Her:"It'sMelanie"

Me:"DoIknowyou?"

Her:"I'mBandile'sex.It'sniceseeingyou"

Me:"Howaboutyoufastforwardtothepoint?"

Her:"YouruinedmyrelationshipRomeo.Now,

nowI'mgoingtoruinyours"

Ilaugh.

Me:"You'rebrave.Igiveyouthat"

Shechuckles.

Her:"Well,Iwarnedyou.I'llseemyselfout"

Shesays,standingupandsheleaves.

Istilldon'tallowthattoscareme.

Duringmylunchtime,Ican'twaittoseethetwo

importantpeopleinmylife.

Idon'teveneatbutdrivestraighttothem.

Ican'tbelieveTumidecidedtocohabitwitha



gangsterbutthat'snoneofmybusiness.

AllI'mconcernedaboutismygirlfriendand

son'slife.

IcallherwhenI'mparkedoutside.

Me:"I'moutside"

Rey:"PleasecomeIn.Weneedhelpwiththe

bags"

ShehangsupandittellsmesheknewIwas

goingtosayno.

Withherhangingupandthepossibilityofher

notansweringmycalls,Igetout.

Iknockandsomeoneopens.It'stheson

Him:"Oh,thebabydaddy"

WellIhaveacluewhyshewantstoleave.

Me:"Thestepson"

Hechuckles,openingthedoorwider.

Him:"Ishouldhaveknownshe'druntoyou



whentheheatgetshotter.AtleastIwon'thave

todealwithawailingbaby"

He'sdefinitelythereasonshewantstoleave.

SuchanarrogantassbutI'mnotaboutto

entertainhisbullshit.

Me:"Where'smygirlfriendandourwailingbaby?

"

HelooksatmeandReycomeswithTumiat

that.

Tumi:"Ididn'tthinkitwouldcometothisbut

pleasedovisit"

Rey:"Wewill"

Icouldseeshedidn'tmeanit.

Ididn'tsayanythingbutjusttooktheirbagsand

weleft

Me:"Anythingtoeat?"

Rey:"Let'sjustgohome"



Me:"Okbaby"

.

PINK

I'mwithBandileandImustadmitthatthere's

nowhereI'dratherbe.

We'replayinggamesinhisroom.

Ithrewthepaddleaway.

Me:"I'mdone"

Helaughs,pullingaface.

Bandi:"Itoldyou.Ineverlose"

Hesays,kissingmychin.

Ipout.

Me:"It'snotfair"

Isay,foldingmyarms.

Bandi:"Lifeisn'tbabybutIloveyou"

Me:"Whatifyourparentswalkinhere?"



Bandi:"It'llteachthemtoknocknexttime"

Ilaughbuthe'sserious.

Me:"No"

I'mjustinmybumshortandbra,whichiswhyI

panic.

Bandi:"Relax.Ilockedthedoor.Besides,he

knowsaboutyou.Actually,theybothdo."

Me:"You'retoorelaxedformyliking"

Bandi:"There'ssomethingmorecrucialwe

coulddowiththistime"

Me:"Oh?"

Bandi:"Bond"

Hesays,kissingmylipswhileputtingme

betweenhislegs.

HehashisbackagainstthebigpillowandasI

enjoythekiss,myphonerings.

Yes,hegotmeaphone.



Momstillwon'tbarge.

Bandi:"Whohasthisnumber?"

Me:"Idon'tknow"

Ianswer,notbotheringtocheck,muchtohis

disapproval.

Me:"Hello"

"WhateveritisthatIdid,I'msorry"

Me:"Marco"

Isay,alittletooloudbecauseBandilooksat

me.

Icanactuallyfeelhiseyesonmyback.

Marco:"What'sgoingon?"

Me:"I'mkindofbusynow"

Marco:"You'realwaysbusynowadays"

Me:"Comeon"

Marco:"Igetit.You'rebusywithyour



manwhoreandyou-"

Thephoneissnatchedfrommyhandandhe

hangsup.

Bandi:"Ican'tbelieveyou'restilltalking"

Me:"Idon'tknowhowhegotmynumber"

Ihonestlydon't.

Bandi:"Howcreative"

Me:"Imeanit."

Bandi:"Getdressed,wegoingout"

Me:"Ithoughtwechilling"

Bandi:"I'mhungry.Besides,wehavetogokeep

Reycompany.Maybeyou'llgettoreviveyour

friendship"

He'soffthebedAndputtingonhispants

Me:"Baby?"

Bandi:"Relax,I'mnotmad"



Iexhaleloudly.Ibelievehim

.

TUMI

Me:"ButZandre,Ibeggedyoutotreatherright

"

Zan:"Iwon'tpretendI'mnotgladshe'sgone"

Me:"We'reabouttobecomefamily"

Tonyissittingandwatching.Hiseyesmoveto

whoeverthespeakeris.

It'sfrustratingthathedoesn'taddhisinput.

Zan:"Ijustdon'tgetwhya15yearoldcanhave

ababyandmoveonlikenothinghappened"

Me:"Idon'tremembertellingyouherage"

Zan:"I'monlygladshetookyourboyfriend

becauseyouwouldn'tbehere,ifshehadn't"

Ican'thelpthesmilethatappearsonmyface

Tony:"Stophittingonmywife"



Welaugh.Sohecanspeak.

Zan:"I'mjustbeinghonest"

Tony:"LikehowyouwerehonesttoOra?Yeah.

"

Ok,IthinkI'mmissingsomething.

Zan:"I'llbeinmyroom"

Andjustlikethat,heleaves.

Me:"WhatAmImissing?"

Tony:"Idon'tknowbutImissyou"

Me:"Anthony!"

Helaughs,pullingmetohim

Tony:"Stopstressing"

Hekissesmystomachthenmylips

Justlikethat,IforgetIwasmad.

.

.



Thankyouforyourpatience.
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ABOUTEIGHTMONTHSLATER

KADEN

Sigh.Usuallyonthenewyearwe'reallabout

"newyear,newme"butunfortunately,Ihave

someofthebargainfromthepreviousyear.

I'vehealed,yesbutIstillthinkabouthim.

Ithinkhebeggedmeuntilhegaveup.

Iunderstanditwasn'tmeanttobeandI've

takenabreakfromrelationships.



They'reclearlynotforme.

It'sFebruary,themonthofloveandIt'sthefirst

formewithoutJabubutI'mgettingusedtohis

absence.

Actually,Ireallydon'twishwhatIwassayingto

bethetruth.

Thetruthis,Icouldn'tsurvivebeingawayfrom

himanditdidn'thelpthatheneverstopped

chasingmeandevenendedupcallingmewith

differentnumbers.

ButofcourseIwasn'twillingtolethimhaveIt

easy.

OnedayIwentoutwithaguyfromschool,who

looksstraightandyetisgay.Actually,he's

bisexualandbythen,hehadaboyfriend.

Idon'tknowhowheknewbutjustaswegotout

ofthecinemaroom,hewasthereand

practicallykidnappedme.



HelockedmeInhisroomandwatchedmeasI

threwtantrums.

WhenIhadexhaustedmyself

Jabu:"Areyoudone?"

HesaidandIswearIalmostburst.

Me:"Iwashavingagoodday.Averygoodday

untilyoudecidedtoshowupandruinmyfun"

Jabu:"That'snothingcomparedtohowmylife

hasbeenwithoutyou.Iwasajerk,IadmitandI

shouldn'thavecheatedonyou.Definitelynot

likethat"

Me:"Iwasherethinkingthatyouwerepatient

butno,youhadtofuckherandnowI'mthefool.

Itallfallsdownonme.I'mthegirlwhocouldn't

satisfyherman"

Jabu:"Nobaby,I'mthepervert.Yougaveme

everythingandinsteadofembracingthat,I

brokeyourtrust.I'msorry,I'mreallysorrybut



thisiskillingme."

Me:"Ican'tdothisanymore."

Jabu:"Baby,ImadeastupidmistakewhichI

admitandI'monlyaskingforasecondchance.

She'snolongerpartofthepictureAndIswear

I'llkillherifshebothersyouagain.Lookathow

miserableIam"

Ishakemyhead

Me:"Idon'tknowJabu.Ijustdon'tknow."

Jabu:"Baby,justtakethisrisk.Ipromise,I'll

nevercheatonyou"

Me:"WhyshouldIbelievethat?Youdidit,

what'sgoingtostopyoufromcheatingagain?"

Jabu:"Yourmercy"

Irememberlookingathimandseeingthe

sincerityinhiseyes.BecauseI'mnotsucha

badpersonandbelieveingivingpeoplesecond

chances,Igavehimthat.



Afterall,wehadn'tbrokenup.

It'sthefirstdayofthefirstweekofFebruary.

Idon'tknowhowit'sgoingtoworkwithbothof

usbeinginvarsity.

He'sdoinghisfirstyearwhileI'mdoingmythird.

He'sinUPbutstaysinJoburg.

Ican'tbeanymorelateformylecture.

IamtiredbutIhavetogetup.

JabuhasbeencallingnonestopthatnowIfeel

likehe'smyalarmwithoutasnooze.

IanswerhiscallasIgetupfromthebed.

Me:"I'mup"

Jabu:"Goodnowgobath,getdressedand

makebreakfast"

Me:"NoaskinghowIslept?"

Jabu:"Baby,please"



Ichuckle.I'mjustplayingwithhim

WetalkthenhangupandIfollowmy

boyfriend'sinstructions.

Ibath,dryandlotionthengetdressedindenim

dressdungareeswithawhiteT-shirtinsideand

blacksneakers.

Itakemyphoneandbagthengotothekitchen

whereIquicklymakemyselfbreakfast.

HecallsmewhenI'mdoingthatandit'savideo

call.

Jabu:"Goodgirl"

Irollmyeyesgiggling.

Me:"Yeah,whatever"

Jabu:"I'mtakingyououtfordinnertonight.

Wearsomethingnice"

Me:"Formal?"

Jabu:"Anything.Aslongasitssexy"



Ilaughalittle

Me:"I'msureIcanfindsomethinginmy

wardrobethatfitssuchadescription"

Jabu:"ThenIdefinitelycan'twait.Iloveyou"

Me:"Iloveyoutoo"

Ashehangsup,I'mleftwithasmileplastered

onmyface.

Hemakesmehappy,althoughIdonotknow

howlongitmightlastbutI'mlivingInthe

moment.

Idon'twanttostressmyselfmuchaboutit.

.

HOPE

ItossagainonthebedbecauseIreallycan't

wakeup.

Idon'twantto.Somehow,it'sbetterwhenI'm

sleepingbecauseIdon'tgettothinkalot.



Foramoment,IforgetabouteverythingI'm

goingthroughandit'speacefulthen.

ImissMike.Imisshimsomuch.

Alotcanreallychangeineightmonths.

.

.

Guys,I'llpostacontinuationofthisinsertwhen

Igetachance..I'msorry,IreallythoughtIwon't

haveabusyday.
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IloveMike,Ireallydoandknowingthathe's

layingthereandIcan'thelphim,sucks

He'sbeeninacomafortwomonthsbecause

ofashooting.

Iknewsomethingwasupwhenheboughtme



anencryptedgunformybirthday.Pinkincolour.

Ilovethatbaby,Ireallydo.

NowsuddenlyIunderstoodhisobsessionwith

actionmovies.

MikeneverwatchesanyothergenreunlessI'm

sulking.

Oh,Imisshim.Imisshimsomuch.

I'mlivinginhishouse,havebeeneversincehe

wasshot.

Thedoctorsaidthatifheweretowakeup,he

mightnotrememberathingandthere'sahigh

possibilitythathemightnotwalkbecause

anotherbulletwentthroughhisback.Tooclose

tohisspinalcordwhichiscurrentlyswollen.

I'malwaysburiedinmybooksasadistraction.

He'salwaysforcingmetoreadlikeIneverdoit.

IrememberwhenIwaswritingmyfinalsthe

preciousyear.



Hemovedinwithmeandevencrossnighted

withme.

He'squitesmartifImayadd.

Hisstepsister,Marianne,hasbeenwithmefor

aboutthreeweeks.

IcallherAnneandshe'sbeengoodtome.

She'stheonlysiblinghehas.He'sanonlychild

tohisdeceasedfatherandhismother

remarried.

Anne:"Howareyouholdingup?"

Isigh.Thisisjustsodifficultforme.

Beforewemet,weedandalcoholweremy

sanitybutnow,Ifindrefugeinbooks.

Me:"Soincomplete.Istillrememberfinding

himhereandhewas...It'sjustsopainful.It

hurts"

Anne:"There'sacertainperceptionthatPeople

inacomacanhearus.Helovesyouand-"



Idon'twaitforhertofinish.I'mstudying

MedicinesoI'mfamiliarwiththis.

Me:"I'vebeentalkingtohimaboutus,about

hisfavouritemovieorsongbutitdoesn'thelp.I

justdon'tknowanymore"

IsighasIwipethefreshtearsthathave

managedtofalldownmyface.

Anne:"Remindhimofwhenyoufirstmet,what

transpiredorsomething.Idon'tknow"

Me:"I'lltrythat.Maybeitmightwork"

I'monlygoingtoseehimduringtheweekend,

butI'mlookingforwardtoit.

Anne:"Good,fornow,let'sgoshoppingandyou

shouldatleastgetyourhairdone"

Me:"WhyshouldIlookgoodwhilemy

boyfriendislyinginacoma?"

Anne:"Becauseyoubothcan'tbehalfdead"

Ilaughathowshesaidit.Shealwaysfinds



humourinserioussituations.

Me:"Fine,I'llgotakeabath"

Anne:"Good,nowwetalking"

I'vehadgreatsupportfromherandmyfamily.

MomwantedmetomovebackhomebutI

couldn't.

IwantedtobewhereI'dbeabletofeelhis

presence.Ievensleepinhissideofthebed.

Igetupandmakemywaytothebathroom.

Itakealongbathandit'srefreshingforme.

Igetdressedinawhiteonehandbodysuitand

blackboyfriendjeanswithwhiteNikeairforce.

Idon'tevenputonmakeup.Iholdmyweave

intoabunthenwearacap.

Itakemycarkeysandbagwitheverythingand

gotoher.

Anne:"We'reusingmycar"



Inodandleavemycarkeysbehind.

ThismightdomegoodorsoIhope.

.

PINK

Ifallinlovewithhimeveryday.I'mactually

happyandatpeace.

Myphonerings,andIignoreitagain,tossingit

aside.

It'sMarco.

Sincehedoesn'tgiveup,Ianswer.

Me:"What?!"

Marco:"Youcan'tignoremeforever.Weneed

totalk"

Me:"Whathappenedwasamistake,youneed

togetoverit."

Helaughs,annoyingtheshitoutofme.

Marco:"Amistake?Wedidn'thaveoneround



andithappenedtwice.Youcan'trepeatthe

samemistaketwice"

Pleasedon'tjudgeme.Bandihasbeenamazing

butthedistanceisreallywhat'sbeenkillingme.

Hewarnedmetostayawayfromhimandafter

nottalkingtohimforabouttwomonths,we

hookedupagainandthesex...God,itjust

happened

Momhasgivenmemyphoneback.She

confiscateditforthreemonthsactuallyandI

goteverythingbackafterthat.

BandiwouldsendmemoneysoIhardlyranout

unlessIspentonsomethingexpensivebut

Marcoalsogavemesome.

He'sinvarsitynow,doinghisfirstyearatUJ.

Ourhookingupstartedlastyear,around

NovemberthenBandicameandthisyear,it

waslastmonththatwehadsex.Twice..Iwas

sober,Ihavenoalcoholtoblameitonandmy



consciencedoesn'thaveanymercyonme.

Me:"Whatdoyouwantfromme?Yougotwhat

youwanted,whydon'tyouleavemealone?"

Marco:"BecauseIloveyou"

Me:"Don'tplaywithme."

Marco:"Imeanit.Ilovedyousincelastyearand

itgotworsewhenwespentmoretimetogether.

AllIaskisachance"

Me:"Ilovemyboyfriend"

Marco:"Youcheatedonhim.Wemadelove."

Me:"Itshouldn'thavehappened"

Marco:"Canyoucomeoutside?Please."

Isigh.IknowIcan'tavoidhimforever.

Ifindhimparkedjustoutsidethegate.

Hegetsoutwhenheseesmeapproachingthen

opensthedoorforme.

IgetinandHeimmediatelydrivesoff.



Me:"Whereareyoutakingme?"

Marco:"Tomyapartment,sowecantalk"

Idon'tsayanythingduringtherestoftheride

untilwearriveandheopensmydoorafter

parking.

Marco:"Anythingtodrink?"

Me:"Justwaterplease."

HecomeswithabottleofwaterandIgulp

downhalfofthecontents.

IknowIshouldn'tbehere.IknowBandile

doesn'tdeservethis.

He'sbeengoodtome,sogoodbutnowIdid

this.

Marco:"Idon'tregretusmakingloveandI

knowyouenjoyedittoo."

Idon'tsayanythingbecausehe'sright.

Somethingsobadyetitfeltsogood.



Me:"Itcan'thappenagain."

Marco:"Pleasegivemeachance."

Me:"Ihaveaboyfriend"

Marco:"Iwon'ttellifyouwon't.Iwon'teventell

myfriends.Ijustwantyou,that'sit"

Iswallowhard.Thisistempting.

Verytempting.

.

.

Thisisacontinuationofthatotherinsert.

Ican'tpostlikeIusuallydobecauseofalotof

thingsbutIaskthatyouappreciatethelittleI

cangiveuntilthingsgetbacktonormal.
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EPISODETWENTYTHREE

ROMEO

IrememberwhentheMelaniechickcameinto

myofficetothreatenme.

Shesaidshe'sgoingtodestroymyrelationship

andIjusttookitlightly.

Ireallydidn'ttakewhatshewassaying

seriously.

ItrustedthatReywouldn'tbelieveanyonewho'd

trytocomebetweenus.

IloveReywithmyall,evenmorethanIlove

myselfandthatscaresmesometimes.

It'sbeenexactlythreemonthssinceour"break

up"

Idon'tknowwhatelsetodobecauseshe'snot

barging.

It'sbeenhellforme.Ihadtotakeinmorework

becauseIcouldn'ttakethethoughtofusnot



beingtogether.

Thisisallmyfault.Well,partially.Ishouldhave

dealtwithMelanietheminuteshestartedbeing

abug.

OursonisturningayearintwomonthsandI'd

reallylikeitifwe'retogetherthen.

It'sSaturdayandI'vejustwokenup.

I'mspendingthedaywiththembutofcourse,

she'sonlycomingforOmega'sSake.

Ihatethatthingsarethisbadbetweenus.

Iamathomeforthetimebeing.

I'veonlybeenhereforamonth.Thehouseis

tooquiet.

Aftertakingashower,Idriedandgotdressedin

Justshortsandshirtwithflops.

MyhairhasgrownratherlongsoIholditup.I

reallyneedahaircutandImakeamentalnote

togetone.



Itakemyphone,withmywalletinmypocket

andgodownforbreakfast.

Igreetthefamilythensitdown.

Jabu:"Youlookbettertoday"

Me:"Wokeupontherightsidetoday"

Sphe:"IsawthepictureFelixposted"

Dad:"Canwejuststicktothebreakfast?"

Mom:"Justbecauseyou'reinamood,doesn't

meanweallare"

OK,Ithinkthesetwoaregoingthrough

somethingbutit'sreallynoneofmybusiness.

I'vegotalotonmyplate.

Jabu:"IthinkIjustlostmyappetite"

Hestandsupandvacatesthekitchen.

WhenI'mdonewithbreakfast,Ileave.

I'mactuallycalmernow.



ReypostedapictureofherselfwithKristen.

.they'vebeenspendingalotoftimetogether

andI'minnopositiontocomplain.

I'vehurtherenoughalready.

Iparkmycarinsidetheyardthengetout.I

knowifIdon't,she'llnevercome.

Imeetupwithmycrawlingsonjustafter

gettinginsideandIpickhimup.

HemumblesexcitinglyandIknowhe'shappyto

seeme.

Hegiggles,clappinghishandsandmydayis

madeupalready.

Rey:"Hey.I'mdone"

Ilookupatherandmyjawdrops.Shelooks

beautifulandherhourglassfigureisallexposed.

Rey:"Istheresomethingwrongwithme?"

Iclearmythroat.



Me:"Uhm,no.Youlookbeautiful.Verybeautiful

"

Rey:"Thankyou."

Me:"Yousureyougoteverything?"

Rey:"YouHaveablackcard.I'msureyoucan

affordtobuywhateverwemighthaveleft"

Ilaugh.Ireallydon'treplytothat.

Truthis,Iwasn'texpectingthat.

Totopitoff,shesatinthebackseatandIwas

allaloneinthefront.

Anyway,Idroveustothemall.

Me:"We'regoingtobuywhateverwemayneed

fortoday"

Rey:"Uh,obviously.Idon'tevenknowwhatyou

gotplanned"

Me:"Wefinnachillatmycrib"

ShelaughsandIsmile.



Rey:"Weain'tinthestatesBruh"

Me:"Justwantedtoseeyoulaugh"

Rey:"Itfeelsgood.Aftereverything"

Me:"Can'twetalkitout?"

Rey:"Ithinkwe'vedonethat.Ineedspacenow

"

Me:"It'sbeenthreemonths."

Rey:"Romeo,please."

Me:"IsitbecauseofKristen?"

Rey:"YouknowIloveyou"

Me:"Alwaysandforever?"

Rey:"Alwaysandforever.Onlyyou"

Me:"Iloveyoutoo"

Ikisshercheekandwegetonwithour

shopping.

Ialsobuysomestuffforthebothofthem.



ThisismyfamilyandI'dtradeanythingfortheir

happiness.

Wespendourdayeating,playing,buyingice-

creamsandgoingAllsortsofcrazy.

I'mcontent.

Yes,wemightnotbetogetherbutwe'reone.

.

HOPE

AdayIthoughtwillnevercome.

There'snoescapingthis.

Ihadbeenstandingoutsidehisroom,

contemplatinggettinginbutIhaveto.

Iopenthedoorandgetinaftertakingadeep

breath.

IsitdownclosertohimAndholdhiscoldhand.

IstillhavewhatAnnesaidinmind.

ItrynottocrybutIcan'thelpit.



Imisshim.Imisshimsomuch.

Me:"Marcus.Imissyou.IloveyouandIreally

wishyouwerehere.Ibelieveyoucanhearme.

Infact,Iknowyoucan."

Itakeadeepsigh.ThisIsveryhardforme.

Me:"Rememberthesongwesangtogetherfor

thefirsttime..."

Justthinkingaboutitmakesmeevenmore

emotional.

Thenathoughtcomesintomymind.

Singing.Ishouldsingittohim.

Iclearmythroat,drinkaglassofwaterthen

start.

Me:"It'snotmuchofalifeyou'reliving

It'snotjustsomethingyoutake,it'sgiven

Roundandaroundandaroundandaroundwe

go



Ohnow,tellmenow,tellmenow,tellmenow

youknow.

Notreallysurehowtofeelaboutit.

Somethinginthewayyoumove

MakesmefeellikeIcan'tlivewithoutyou.

Yeah,ittakesmealltheway.

Iwantyoutostay.

Ooh,ooh,ooh,thereasonIholdon

Ooh,ooh,ooh,'causeIneedthisholegone

Funnyyou'rethebrokenonebutI'mtheonly

onewhoneededsaving

'Causewhenyouneverseethelightit'shardto

knowwhichoneofusiscaving."

Ibreakintotearsafterthatbecauseitreminds

mesomuchofhim.

Ican'thelpit.Ican'thelpbutcry.

Itallfeelslikeadream.Ifeelhimsqueezebut



justbrushitoff,thinkingitsareflex.

Ithappenssometimes.

Butithappensagain,Ilookupathimandhis

eyesareopen.

Ican'tbelieveit.

Irunouttocalladoctor.

Me:"He'sawake!He'sawake"

Shegetsinwithmeandhehasevenremoved

theoxygenmask.

Dr:"Marcus,howareyoufeeling?"

Ipourhimaglassofwaterandhelphimdrink

withastraw.

HislipsaredryandcrackybutIdon'tcare.

TheDrclearsherthroat.

Mike:"I..I'mfine"

HelooksatmethenattheDr.



I'mconfused.

Me:"Mike?"

Mike:"Whoareyou?"

Me:"You..Youdon'trememberme?"

Hisvoiceishuskyanddry.

Mike:"NobutIfeelthisconnectionbetweenus.

"

Me:"I..I'mHope,yourgirlfriend.Youprefer

callingmeKylie.It'smyothername."

Dr:"He'llbefine.Ofcoursehisheadretained

injuriesbutthey'renotthatcrucial.Theonly

troubleis.."

Mike:"Ican'tfeelmylegs"

Helooksatmethenatthedoctor.

Mike:"What'shappening?"

Dr:"I...Uhm,youneedtorest"

Mike:"Don'tfuckentellmeIneedtorest.How



thefuckdidIgethereandwhycan'tIfeelmy

fuckenlegs?!"

It'sclearhe'smad.Hedoesn'tstopandthe

doctorhasnochoicebuttocallanursewho

sedateshim.

I'mhappyhe'sawakebutIknowalreadythatit

won'tbeeasyfromhereon.

.

KADEN

I'msogladbecauseI'mspendingtimewith

Jabu.

He'sbeenheresince10anduntilnow,we're

goingout.

We'vebeeninsidesincethen.

Jabu:"Baby,canIaskyousomething?"

Me:"Anything"

Jabu:"Whathappenedtolookingforyourmom?



"

Me:"MomishomeJabu"

Jabu:"Yourbiologicalmother"

Isigh.I'vereadthebookyesbutIdon'tseethe

importanceoflookingforsomeonewhonever

botheredlookingforme.It'sclearshe'sfine

withoutme.

Me:"Ifearrejection.Ithinkmylifeisperfectas

is.Charityhasbeenmorethanamothertome

andI'mgrateful"

Jabu:"Aslongasyouhappy"

Me:"Youmakemehappy"

Hetakeshiscarkeysandweleaveholding

hands.

Wegoformoviesaftereating.

Someonecallshisname'sjustaswe'reaboutto

enterthecinema.



Hedoesn'tlosehisgriponmyhandasweboth

turn.

Girl:"Njabulo,it'sbeenawhile"

Jabu:"Lisa"

Lisa:"Sothisisthegirl?Idon'tknowwhyyou

stillwithherbecause-"

Jabu:"Getalife.Notallofushavetimefor

smalltalks.Stopbeingpetty.Itdoesn'tsuityou

"

IswearI'mjustsmiling.

ThegirlisleftwitheggonherfaceAnfI

inwardlylaugh.

Servesherright.

.

.
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EPISODETWENTYFOUR

KADEN

Goinghome,Iamallsmiles.

Everymomentwithhimisworthgold.

Jabu:"Pleasesleepover"

Me:"Whatarewegonnado?"

Jabu:"Forgeabond."

Ilaugh.He'sactuallyseriouswhenhesaysthis.

Me:"Whatbond?"

Jabu:"You'llhavetocomewithme,tofindout."

Me:"Tempting."

Jabu:"Don'tmakemebeg."

Me:"Let'sgobacktothenyou'llbuyme

burgersatMacDonalds."



Jabu:"Anythingelse?"

Me:"AndaMcflurry"

Jabu:"Icanevenbuyyoutheentirestore.

Literally"

Ilaugh.

Me:"Unfortunately,Idon'twanttheentirestore"

Wegotobuymyburgerwithfriesandmcflurrys

andthendrivetohisflat.

IammorefocusedonmyfoodonourWay

therethathe'sevencomplaining.

Me:"What?"

Jabu:"You'renotlisteningtome."

Me:"I'meating"

Jabu:"YoudoknowthatIalsohavesomething

thatyoucouldeat?"

Me:"I'drathereatfood,thankyou"

Jabu:"Youdoinggoodbecauseyougoingto



needalltheenergy"

Hegivesmeadirtywinkandfocuseshis

attentionbackattheroad.

Now,I'mleftwithawholelotofthoughtsand

he'sevenhummingtowhateversongwhileI'm

inturmoil.

Whatisheplanning?

WedoarriveinPretoria.

Ihavetohelphimgetinsomeofthestuffhe

bought.

Jabu:"Ithinkthat'sallofit"

Me:"GoodbecauseI'mreallytired"

Jabu:"Ha.ababy,Ididn'tcallyouheretosleep."

Me:"ButIthoughtyousaidI'msleepingover,

unlessI'mtheonewhodidn'tunderstand."

Jabu:"Wehavetodootherthingsbeforeweget

tothesleeping."



Istandbackandlookathim.Hesmilesthen

pullsmetositonhim.

BeforeIcanevensayanything,hestartskissing

me.

Ilosemyselfinthekissandallowmyselfto

dwellintothismoment..

hebreaksthekissandI'mlefthanging.

Jabu:"AreyouOk?"

Me:"Whydidyoustop?"

Idon'tevenknowwhereI'mgettingthebravery

tosaythisbutit'sdonealready.

Jabu:"Youdon'twantmetostop?"

Ibitemylipandnodmyheadafewtimes.

Jabu:"I'malreadyhorny.Idon'twantustogo

beyondthispoint"

Me:"Whatifit'swhatIwant?"

Jabu:"Nobaby,Iwantustowaituntilmarriage.



"

Me:"Youwantustowait?"

Jabu:"Yesanddon'teventhinkI'mgettingit

somewhere,I'llneverdothattoyouagain."

Me:"Youpromise?"

Jabu:"Yes,Ipromise.IloveyouokandIwant

tospendtherestofmylifewithyou"

Iblushandthatmakeshimlaugh.

Jabu:"Iwonderifwegonnatohavea

yellowbonekidornot.I'mdatingawhite

girlfriendafterall"

Ilaugh,hecanbecrazy.

Me:"Whatthehell?"

Jabu:"Ofcourseourbabyisgoingtobe

colouredsoit'ssettled.Thankyouforgivingme

beautifulbabies"

Me:"Wedon'tevenhaveone"



Jabu:"Notyetbutwe'llstarttheminuteyou

agreetobemywife"

Me:"AndifIsayno?"

Jabu:"Youcanneversaynotome"

Me:"We'llseeaboutthat"

Helaughs,likereallylaughsandit'sso

contagiousthatIendupjoininghim.

I'mactuallyhappythatI'mhere,withhimand

there'snowhereifratherbe.

.

RROMEO

Ireallydon'tdeservesuchmercy.

JustwakinguptothetwopeopleIlovethe

mostwarmedmyheart.

Icouldn'tholdmyself.Ijusttakeafewsnapsof

them.

Oursonissleepinginthemiddleandtheylook



sobeautiful.

Reywakesupandlooksatmewithherbigeyes

beforerollingthem.

Shethengetsupandstretchesherarmsbefore

talking.

Rey:"Morning"

Me:"Yourtitsare..God,please,canItakea

picture?"

Shecoversthemwithherhands.

Rey:"That'sformyboyfriendonly"

Iswearhearingthatimmediatelyruinsmy

mood.

Me:"Whatthefuck?"

Rey:"Webrokeup,didn'twe?Well,Omegahas

astepdad,incaseyoudidn'tknow.Wannasee?

"

Atthispoint,I'mfuming.Justthethoughtof



someoneelsetouchingmyson,infuriatesthe

shitoutofme.

Justimagininganotherniggerholdinghimor

kissingmywomanmakesmemad.

Me:"Don'tyoufuckenmakemeputatailon

you!AndthatKristenshouldneveragainputhis

handsonmysonorIswearI'mgoingtokillhim

withmyownhands!"

Rey:"WhosaiditsKristen?"

Me:"Thenwho?"

ShecomestomysidewhileI'mpassingupand

downtheroom

I'msuremyfaceisorangewithanger.

Rey:"You"

Me:"Whatthe..Wait,what?"

Sheholdsmyhandsandlooksupatme.

Rey:"DoyoureallythinkI'dbehereiftherewas



someoneelse?It'sbecauseI'vebeenthinking

aboutthis.Itwasreallychildishofmetodump

youbecauseofthingsthathappenedinthe

past.Layla,Mirandaorwhateverhernameis.

I'msorry.Ijustneedyoutobepatientwithme.

I'monly16soit'snaturalofmetoactthisway.

Thepastweekshavebeenhorriblewithoutyou

"

That'sallittakestomeltmyheart.

I'msohappynow,Ialmostcry.Tearsofjoyof

course.

Idon'tevenreplyfirstbutkissher.

Wekissuntilwehearourson'sgigglesAmdwe

bothstopandstareathiminadmiration.

Me:"Thankyou.Iloveyousomuch"

Rey:"Iknow.Iloveyoutoo"

OfcourseIknowthatyou'dliketoknowwhat

happened.



Thebitchwentontodigalldirtonme.I'm

talkingaboutMelaniebytheway.

Shewenttofindoutwhatevershecouldand

gaveitalltoRey.Idon'tknowwhereshegotthe

picturesbutshedid

Ihadneverseenhersobroken.

Itactuallymademesadinsteadofangry..Iam

yettoavengemyselfbutfornow,I'mgladwe're

backtogether.

WegodownwheretheysitdownandIprepare

breakfastforusall.

ImisshercookingbutIhavetotreatthemnow.

MelaniewillPayformakingmemissthree

monthswithmygirlfriend,justnotknow.

Besides,Iknewshewasgoingtogetbackto

me.

.

BANDILE



it'smysecondyearandwell,thingsarelooking

upforme..I'mabouttosignwiththesharks

andI'mactuallyexcitedaboutthat.

Now,Ionlyhaveoneproblem.Melanie.

She'sbeenlikeathorninmyflesh.

Idon'tknowwhatshewantsfromme.

Zendae:"YouknowshecametoCapeTown

becauseofyou"

Me:"WehavingaCandicesituationallover

again"

Zendae:"Isshestillhere?"

Me:"Sheis.We'reactuallyinthesamemath

group"

Zendae:"So,aboutMelanie?"

Me:"I'mjustgonnameetupwithherandhear

whatshewants"

Zendae:"That'sactuallyagoodidea"



.

.

Lastpostuntil2018.

Butreallyguys,I'monvacation
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BANDILE

IknewsomewhereinmyheartthatMelanieis

uptosomething.

RomeotoldmewhatshedidandIjustwonder

whatshewantsfromme.

Iwasn'treallytherewithher,Ineverwereloyal

soIdoubtshewantstogetbackwithme.

Me?Thesamemewhocouldn'tbehonestand



loyatoher?Idoubt.

WhenItoldhertheplace,shequicklyand

agreedandthat'swhereIam.

Ijustwanttogetitoveranddonewith.

Iamsittingwhilesippingonasodawhile

waitingforher,justoutsidewimpy.

Ihearsomeoneclearthethroatandlookingup,

it'sher.

Melanie:"AmIlate?"

Me:"Actually,youare."

Melanie:"Iapologise"

Sheputsherbagonthetableandsitsdown.

Me:"WhatamIdoinghere?"

Melanie:"Bandi,youknowhowmuchIloveyou

andalwayswill."

Ichuckle.Ican'tbelieveherrightnow.

Me:"Yeah,right"



Melanie:"Imeanit."

Me:"Areyougoingtogettothepoint?"

Melanie:"I'ddoanythingtoprotectyou.Pink

doesn'tdeserveyouandshehasn'tbeenloyal.

Whileyou'vebeenhere,she'sbeenbusywith

Marco,whomIknowyouknow."

Me:"Thisispathetic.Ineveractuallythought

you'dstoopsolow"

Melanie:"Iknewyou'dsaythat,whichiswhyI

camewithproof.Ididn'tcheatonyou.Yes,I

flirtedwithyourcousinandgavehimmynudes

butitendedthere.Ineverkissedhim,letalone

sleptwithhimbutIcan'tsaythesameabout

PinkandthatMarco."

Me:"You'rebluffing"

Melanie:"Here'stheproof.Shedoesn'tdeserve

yourlove,anddefinitelynotyourloyalty."

Shegivesmeabig,brownenvelope



Me:"Whyareyoudoingthis?"

Melanie:"BecauseIloveyou"

Withthatsaid,shewalksawayandI'mleft

contemplatingwhetherIshouldreadthisornot.

IhaveafeelingthatthiswouldchangeTheway

IfeelaboutPinkandourrelationshipforever.

Wouldshereallydothattome?Cheatonme,

justlikethat?

Itaketheenvelopeandwalktomycar.Ashard

asthisistobelieveforme,itmightbetrue.

HowI'mgoingtofeelaboutthis,Idon'teven

wanttoimagine.

Thetruthcanhurtwaymorethanaliebutat

leastitdoesn'tmakeoneafool.

Zendae:"Youlookdefeated."

Me:"Ihaven'topenedityet.Ijust...Thethought

ofPinkcheating..Idon'tevenwanttothinkof

howImightevergetoverthat."



Zendae:"That'simpossible."

Me:"Thisistheapparentproof.Idon'tknow,I

reallydon't"

Zendae:"Haveyoulookedatit?checkedthe

authenticityofit?"

Me:"I'mindenialman.I'mactuallyscaredand

it'sthatfearthat'sholdingmefromchecking

thisout."

Zendae:"Man,that'sfuckedup.ImeanifFaith

weretocheat,I'dkillherwithmyownhands."

Me:"Idon'tthinkmyheartcansurvivethis

again.Whatifshe'sspitingmeforwhat

happenedwithHope?Youcanneverknowwhat

goesoninthemindsofpeople."

Zendae:"Doyouthinkshe'dgotosuchextends?

"

Me:"Ithurther.Peopledealwithpain

differently."



Zendae:"Butrevenge?Comeon,she'sjust15."

Me:"Whatotherexplanationcouldtherebefor

this?"

Zendae:"Maybeshefeltlonely.Maybethe

distanceistoomuchforher."

Me:"Dude,howmanygirlsdoIhavethrowing

themselvesatme?Evenolderwomen,TV

personalities,swimwearmodels,thelistgoes

on.Doyouseemecheating?Youknowwhy?

Becausetheyarenother."

Zendae:"ThisMarcokidjustcouldn'tstayaway.

"

Me:"ItrustedPinktobeabletoresist

temptation.I'mturning20,Ineedsomestability.

"

Zendae:"Don'tberushaboutthis.Youstill

haven'topenedtheenvelope."

Me:"Truebutit'sinevitable.Soonerorlater,I'll



havetofacethesedemons."

Zendae:"Well,youknowI'llalwaysbetherefor

you."

Me:"Ohbabeyou'rethebest"

Webothlaughbutofcoursemymindisstillon

thatenvelope.

SomuchpressureonaSunday.

.

PINK

OnaMonday,thefirstthingIdoistakeabath.

I'mdoingmyGrade11andIcan'taffordtomiss

school.

Ican'twaitformatricandthentojustfinishand

gototheUniversityofmychoice.

Aftertakingmybath,Idrymybodyandwearmy

undergarments.

Ihaven'theardfromBandithismorning,which



isstrangebecauseshe'susuallytheonewho

firstcallsme.

Itakeamirrorselfiethengetdressedinmy

uniform.

Ikeepcheckingmyphone,butstillnothingfrom

him.

Instead,IreceiveacallfromMarcoandrollmy

eyesbeforeansweringonthesecondring.

Me:"What?"

Marco:"Someoneisinamood"

Me:"Whatdoyouwant?"

Marco:"I'mtakingyououtforbreakfastso,

don'teat.I'llpickyouupintwentyminutes"

Me:"Idon'thearyouasking."

Marco:"Whatsanepersonsaysnotofood?"

Me:"Fine,I'llbecounting"

Marco:"That'smygirl"



Me:"Mxm"

Iimmediatelyhangup.Idon'tevenwanttohear

hisreply.

WhenI'mallreadyforschool,IdialBandi's

numberasIwalkoutofmybedroom.

Itgoesstraighttovoicemailwhichisalittle

strange.

Bandihardlyswitchesoffhisphone.Definitely

notinthemorningsothatmakesmeworried.

Igreetthefamilyandsitdown.

Dad:"AreyouOk?"

Me:"I'mfinedad."

Mom:"Youdon'tlookfine.Boyfriendtroubles?"

Me:"I..Umm,no.I'mjustalittlelightheaded."

Dad:"WannaseeJosh?"

Me:"It'snothingseriousdad."

Mom:"Andwhendidyoubecomeadoctor?"



Chris:"Sheactuallymeansshe'sfine."

Me:"AndIhavetogo."

I'vejustreceivedatextfromMarcosoIgetup

immediately,notwaitingforthemtosay

anything.

HeopensthedoorformeandIgetin.

Idon'tevenreplytohisgreeting.Mymindisstill

onBandileandwhyhewouldswitchhisphone

off.

Couldhebeavoidingmeormaybesomething

happenedtohim?

Iclearedallworrybyconcludingthathe'stoo

busyAndhasn'tnoticedhisphoneisoff.

Idon'twanttobelievethatitcouldbe

somethingelse.Ican't.

Marco:"Wherewouldyouliketoeat?"

Me:"Muggandbean"



Marco:"Alright"

Ionlyorderamuffinandcoffee.Idon'teat

whenI'mstressed.

Marco:"Ok,what'sgoingon?"

Me:"It'sBandi,he'snotpickingmycalls.Infact,

hisnumbergoesstraighttovoicemail."

Marco:"That'sagrownassmanyoutalking

about."

Me:"Oh,Ireallydidn'texpectyoutohelp"

Marco:"I'mjustsaying,youdon'thavetoworry

abouthim."

Me:"He'smyboyfriend,I'msupposetoworry"

Marco:"Well,thesameboyfriendavoidingyour

calls.Whoknowswhy"

Me:"Stop.Ifyou'renotgoingtosayanything

positivethenyoumightaswellshutupbecause

you'renothelping"



Marco:"ThisisreallyablueMonday"

Ithrowdaggersathimandheliftsuphishands

insurrendermode.

Well,afterthatlittlebreakfastandhimgetting

meatakeouttoo,Icanfinallygotoschool.

WhenIgetthere,Faithiswaitingformeatthe

gate.

SheshakesherheadindisapprovalbutI'mnot

inthemoodforjudgement.

Me:"Don't"

Faith:"Bandidoesn'tdeserveyou.That'sallI'm

saying"

She'sright.Hereallydoesn'tdeserveme.

Idon'tknowwhyit'ssohardformetojustbe

loyaltohimandstopmessingaroundwith

Marco.

Itryhisphoneforthelasttimeandthengiveup.



Itstillgoestovoicemailbutofcourse,I'mnot

givingupforever.

.

HOPE

Me:"Readytogohome?"

Mike:"Ican'twait"

Unfortunately,hedoesn'tsoundconvincing..

Thisdoesn'tseemliketheMikeIknow.

Hedoesn'tknowmeandalthoughhe'strying,I

canseethisiskillinghiminaway.

Notrememberingsomepartsofhislife,it'snot

easy.

Me:"Marcus"

Mike:"Hope,please.YouhavenoideahowI

feel.I'mgoingtobestuckinawheelchair,

impotentandIdon'tremembertwoyearsofmy

life.Idon'tevenrememberyouorhowwe're



together.YouseemwelloffsoIknowit'snot

aboutmoney.Icanfeelthisconnection

betweenusbutthat'sjustit.It'sfrustrating.

EverytimeItrytoremember,Iendupgettinga

headache.Doyounotunderstand?"

It'sclearhe'sfrustratedandIcompletely

understand.

Me:"I..I'msorry"

Mike:"Idon'twantyourpity.It'snotgoingto

makemewalk,willit?"

Anne:"YoucannottalktoKyliethatway.Not

whenshe'sbeenbyyoursidewhenyoulaid

lifelessinacoma.Weunderstandyougoing

throughshitbutthatdoesn'tmeanyouneedto

treatuslikeshit."

Me:"Anne,it'sOk."

Anne:"No,it'snotOk.I'vejustsignedyour

dischargepapers.Wecanleave"



Mike:"Youguysgetalong?"

Anne:"She'snotliketherest.Sheactuallyloves

you.Genuinelylovesyou."

Mike:"I'msorry.I'mreallysorry.Itjustsucks

notrememberinganything."

Me:"It'sfine.IunderstandandIforgiveyou."

Mike:"Akiss?Yourlipsareappetising"

Anne:"Andthat'sMikethecharmer"

Igigglesoftlybeforeleaningdowntokisshim

andhepullsmetositontopofhim.

Hishandsareonmybuttaswedeepenthekiss.

Anne:"Youkidsshouldgetaroom"

Wegigglebeforebreakingthekiss.

Mike:"Ican'tbelieveIhaveashortywithabig

buttandshejustgavemeaboner"

Anne:"Atleastthere'sactioninthat

department"



Ididsaythatshe'sgotquiteasenseofhumour

andsheevenextendsittoseriousmoments.

WealljustlaughitoffandIwheelMiketothe

car.

Goodthingis,weallcameinonecar.

Mike:"It'sgoingtotakemeawhiletogetused

tothis."

Me:"Butyouwill,eventually"

Mike:"Ipreferredshoweringsinceitsquicker

insteadofabathbutnow,nowIwon'thave

muchchoice"

Me:"Idon'tmindtakingeverybathwithyou"

Mike:"Soyouwon'tmindgivingmesome?"

Anne:"Eeuw,I'mstillinthecar.It'sawkwardto

eventryandimaginemybrotherhavingsex."

Me:"We'lltalkaboutthatinourroom."

Mike:"Welivetogether?"



Me:"Imovedinaftertheshooting."

Mike:"IguessI'mgoingtohavetoadjust"

Anne:"Youdon'thavemuchofachoice"

Mike:"Trybeingnice"

Anne:"Unfortunately,it'snotinmytrait"

Wechatallthewayhome,withAnnedriving

whileI'minthebackseatwithMike.

Ihelphimoutwhenwe'vearrivedandI'm

actuallyhappyheallowsmetothenwego

insidethehouse.

Mike:"Atleastmyhouseisstillthesame."

Me:"Areyouhungry?"

Mike:"No,Ijustwanttorest.Thepillsmakeme

drowsy"

We'vepreparedhimaroomdownstairssoI

takehimthereandhelphimintobed

Mike:"Imustadmitthatitfeelsgoodtohave



suchabeautiful,youngladytakecareofme.I

usuallylikedoingthingsformyselfbutbecause

it'syou.."

Iswearmycheeksturnred.

.

.
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EPISODETWENTYSIX

ROMEO

I'mcurrentlyinavideocallwithBandilewho's

breathingfire.

Bandi:"IinvestedsomuchInthatrelationship.I

actuallythoughtIhadfoundsomeoneIcould

marry,buildafamilywiththenshedoesthis.Do



youknowhowhumiliatingitwouldbeformeif

thesepicturesweretobeleaked?"

Me:"ThisbitchMelanieneedstobeputona

leash"

Bandi:"No.Shedidgood.Ifshehadn't,I'dstill

believethatmygirlfriendisfuckenloyaltome."

Me:"IfReyweretocheatonme,Ireallydon't

knowwhatI'ddo.I'dkillaniggerandburyhis

burnedassinmygarden"

Bandi:"Inmycase,I'mwonderingifthat'seven

worthit.LikeIwarnedher,Itoldhertocutall

tieswiththisloserbutsheneverlistened."

Me:"So,youjustgoingtolethimwin?"

Bandi:"They'rebothnotworthmyenergy.Love

shouldbethereasonIfight,notwhatIfightfor.

"

Me:"Ineverlookedatitthatway."

Bandi:"Well,I'vethoughtthisthrough.Ihave



beenavoidinghercallsforaweeknowbutI

can'tkeepavoidingtheinevitable."

Me:"Butsheforgaveyouwhenyoucheated

andmadeherpregnant"

Bandi:"AndIwasconvincedshe'dnevermake

thesamemistakeIdid.IshowedherthatI've

changedandinaway,madehermyworldso

I'mrelocatingtoanotheruniverse"

Ilaugh,he'sbeingpoeticnow.

Me:"Youarappernow?"

Bandi:"Oh,I'mjustarugbyplayer"

Webothlaugh.Atleasthe'sfeelingabitbetter.

Wefinishupwithourchatandafter,Idriveto

myfamily.

ThatbeingReyandourson.

It'saThursdaynightandImissthem.

It'sonlyafewminutesbeforeseven.



Ihadtogohomeafterworkandbath.

IhadalongdaysoIneededtorefresh.

Me:"Goodevening"

Hermomistheonewhoopenedthedoorfor

me.

Her:"Helloson."

Me:"Isshehere?"

Her:"Inherroom.Shesaidsomethingabout

havingsomepains.Periodpainsmaybe"

Me:"Butshe'sneverhadthembefore"

Her:"Gocheckonherplease"

Thisisalarmingforme.Idon'trememberRey

everhavingperiodpains.

Ifindherwithapillowbetweenherlegsandher

phoneonherear.

Rey:"Tomorrowsoundsfine..Yes,it'sbeena

whilesincewehangout...Imissyoutoo..Ifeel



likedeath...Ok,soundscool.Bye"

Iclearmythroatandthat'swhenmypresence

isrecognised.

Me:"Whowasthat?"

Rey:"Hellotoyoutoo"

Me:"Iaskedyouaquestion"

Rey:"I'mnotinthemoodforfightingtoday.I

feellikehellrightnow"

Me:"What'sgoingon?"

Rey:"Justpains,they'renotthatextreme

though."

Me:"Oh,where'smyson?"

Rey:"He'ssleeping.Iwasn'texpectingyou

today."

Me:"I'malwayshere.Everyday"

Rey:"Idon'trememberseeingyouyesterday"

Me:"Areyoutryingtostartanargument?"



Rey:"Ithoughtwe'rehavingaconversation"

Me:"What'sgoingon?"

Rey:"Iwanttostopbeingonbirthcontrol.Ever

sinceIstarted,mycyclehasbeenirregularand

nowIhavepains.Ijustcan't."

Me:"So,backtoprotection?"

Rey:"Yes.Please"

Me:"Ifthat'swhatyouwantbaby."

Rey:"Thankyou"

Igoovertowhereshe'slyingandsitnexttoher.

Sheturns,andnowonherbackandlooksatme

whilebitingherlip.

Me:"So,whowasthat?"

Rey:"Where?"

Me:"Theonewhocalled,whomyoumissing

andhaven'thangoutwithinawhile."

Rey:"Webackthere?"



Me:"Idon'tknowaboutyoubutIneverleft"

Rey:"RomeoNgcobo,whatamIgoingtodo

withyou?"

ShesaysthisbecausesheknowsI'mnever

lettingitgo.

.

KADEN

I'vehadbyfarthebestyear.

It'sprobablyearlytosaysincewe'rejustin

FebruarybutIdon'thaveanycomplaints.

Irememberlastyear,therewasapointwhereI

feltconfusedandwasevenoverthinkingthings,

aboutmybiologicalmotherandeverythingbutI

amactuallygladIdidn'tfollowthroughwithit.

Yes,Ireadthebookbutsheknowswhereshe

leftme.Ifshe'sinterestedinpursuinga

relationshipwithmethensheknowswhereto

findme.



JabuandIaregood.Ithinkthingsarestillcalm

onmyside.

Itakeabaththengetdressed.

IhavelectureswhichIcanneveraffordtomiss.

IgotothekitchenwhereIhaveafruitsaladand

yoghurtforbreakfast.

Afterthat,Itakeanappleandabottleofwater

thenleave.

Amy:"You'reglowing"

It'slunchtimeforusandwe'redoingburgersat

MacDonalds.

Me:"AmIreally?"

Amy:"I'mnotblind.Jabumustbegivingitto

yougood"

Me:"He'streatingmegood,Icantestifytothat

"

Amy:"Youreallygoingtowaituntilmarriage?"



Me:"He'sgoodwiththat"

Amy:"Ijusthopehe'snotplayingyou"

Me:"He'snot.Helovesme"

Amy:"Thenthat'sallthatmatters"

Me:"Enoughaboutme.Howareyouand

Kristen?"

Amy:"Hehashistimes.I'mactuallyjustpatient

withhimbecauseIlovehim."

Me:"He'sbeenbehaving?"

Amy:"WhoamIkidding?He'scheatingonme.

"

Me:"What?Areyousure?"

Amy:"Ahundred.He'snotevenhidingit"

Me:"Ihopeyou'renottalkingaboutFelicia"

Amy:"Nother.It'ssomegirlwho'sstillinhigh

school.Ifeelsoold"

Me:"Ithinkyouneedtoteachhimalesson"



Amy:"Idon'tthinkIhavetheenergy"

Me:"YouHaveguysaskingyouout,don'tyou?"

Amy:"Ido.Likethisotherblackgoddess,his

nameisLungaandhe'ssuchadarling"

Me:"Gooutwithhim."

Amy:"Itsoundslikeadangerousgame."

Me:"Youcan'tkeepallowingyourselftobe

treatedthisway.Thiswillshowyouifhe's

seriousaboutOryouneedtomoveon"

Amy:"You'reactuallyright"

Me:"Iam,nowdoit."

Shesmilesatme.

Butreally,Kristenneedstostarttreatingher

right.

.

HOPE

PatienceisavirtueIgottolearninmy



relationshipwithMike,amongotherthings.

He'sbeengoingforphysio.Well,onlytwice.

He'sactuallydoingwell.I'msoproudofhim.

Hetellsmehe'shavingflashbacksbutit's

nothinghectic.

Itoldhimnottooverthink.Hemightendup

losinghismemoryforever.

Thedoctordidsayhehastemporaryamnesia.

Mike:"Kylie,I'mhungry"

Me:"Ishouldbeonmywaytocampus"

Mike:"Makemesomethingtoeat.I'ddoitifI

could"

Me:"EmotionalblackmailMarcus?"

Helaughs.

Mike:"Ijustlovehavingyouaround.Ifthis

wasn'tyourfuture,I'daskyoutostay"

Me:"Soyoudon'tloveme,youjustlovemy



presence?"

Mike:"IthinkIlikeyou.Aĺot"

Me:"Well,that'ssomething"

Iquicklypreparehimasnack.

WhenIfinallyhavetoleave,hederailsmeyet

again.

Mike:"Youdon'tkissyourboyfriendlikethat"

Me:"IhavetogoMarcus"

Mike:"Youseemlikeasmartgirl,IknowI

alwaysgoforbrains."

Me:"Whereareyougoingwiththis?"

Mike:"Pleasestay"

He'spoutingandhaspulledapuppyface.

IsitonTopofhimonthewheelchairandkiss

him.

Hishandsimmediatelytravelundermyshirt

andhestartsbrushingmybareback.



Ibreakitoff.

Me:"Iloveyou"

Idon'twaitforhimtoreplyasIgetoffhimand

runout.

Ialsodon'twanttoleavebutIhaveto.

IattendallofmylecturesandwhenIfinallyget

abreak,IgotoNandosfortheirspicychicken.

"Ithoughtitwasyou"

Ilookupandit'sBrian,someoneIhaven'tseen

inalongtime.

Brian:"Youlookgood"

Ismilefaintly.

Me:"Thankyou.It'sbeenawhile"

Brian:"AlongwhileifImightadd"

Me:"Please,joinme."

There'snobadbloodbetweenussoIdon'tsee

whyhecan't.



Brian:"Ithoughtyou'dneverask"

Hepullsachairthensitsdown.

Brian:"Howhaveyoubeen?"

Me:"Good.I'vebeenverygood.You?"

Brian:"I'vemissedyou.I'mactuallygladwe're

havingadecentconversation"

Me:"Idon'thaveanyproblemswithyouhey"

Wecontinuechattingandingladhedoesn't

mentionusOrourfly-by-nightrelationship.

Timegoesonwithusorderingbeveragesand

justcatchinguponeachother'slives.

Unfortunately,webothhavetoleaveandIarrive

homeat8pm.

Mike:"You'relatetonight"

Me:"Metupwithanoldfriend"

Mike:"Well,Anneisn'tcomingbackandI

haven'tdrankmypills"



Me:"Oh,Um,why?"

Mike:"Ican'tdrinkpillsonanemptystomach.

Doctor'sorders."

Flip.MaybehangingoutwithBrianwasn'tmuch

ofagoodidea.

Thegoodthingis,IboughttakeoutssoIwarm

upthendishupforhim.

He'slookingatmeasheeats.

Me:"I'msorryforbeinglate"

Mike:"Justsoyouknow,Iprefera

homecookedmeal.I'vehadenoughtakeoutsto

lastmethenextlife"

Ok,he'smad.

.

.
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EPISODETWENTYSEVEN

PINK

I'msurprisedtoseeFelixvisitingme.

We'vedriftedapartinabigwayandI'mglad

she'shere.

Weshareahugthengositoutsideasthemaid

fixesussomedrinksandsnacks.

Me:"Where'sOMG?"

Shelaughs

Felix:"Stopcallingmysonthat"

Me:"I'mtellingyou,that'swhatthey'regoingto

callhimatschool"

Felix:"ButIhateit.Iftheydo,I'lljust

homeschoolhim"

Me:"AsifRomeowouldeverallowthat"



Shelaughsslyly.

Felix:"Wannabet?"

Irollmyeyes,makingherlaughevenmore.

Me:"Iforgotheworshipsthegroundyouwalk

on"

Felix:"It'salllove"

Isigh,thinkingaboutBandileandhowhe'sstill

nottalkingtomeoransweringmycalls.

Felix:"Ok,what'sgoingon?"

Me:"Bandilehaspulledadisappearingacton

me."

Felix:"Whatdoyoumean?"

Me:"He'snotansweringmycalls,notreplying

tomytextsAndIevenwentasfarasinboxing

himonsocialmediabutnothing"

Felix:"Whatdidyoudo?"

Me:"Whywoulditbemyfault?"



Felix:"Ijustknowyounottellingmesomething.

There'sacertainguywho'sbeentaggingyou

Andstuff"

Me:"It's."

Isigh,suchconfessionsarenoteasy.

Imean,howdoIdoit?HowdoIsaythatI

cheatedanditdidn'thappenonce?

Well,that'snoteasytosay.

Me:"HisnameisMarco"

Felix:"Pleasedon'ttellmeyoucheatedonyour

boyfriendwiththesameguyhewarnedyou

against.Romeotoldme"

Me:"Whatifheknows?Whatifheknowswhat

happenedbetweenMarcoandI?Ican'tlose

Bandi,Ilovehim.Ilovehimsomuch"

Felix:"Whathappened?"

Me:"I..Itwasamistake.We..Youknow"



Felix:"Idon't"

TrustFeliciatobehardheaded.She'sdoingthis

onpurpose.

Shebasicallywantmetospititout,plainand

raw.

Me:"Wehadsex,threetimes"

Herjawdrops,she'sagapeandIlookdownin

shame.

I'mnotproud,Iadmitthat.

It'saSaturday,justAround1.

Shecamealone,wellKristen'stheonewho

fetchedher.

Me:"Itjusthappened"

Felix:"Youcan'tmakethesamemistaketwice,

thriceinyourcase.Whatwereyouthinking?"

Me:"Iwasn't.Wewerespendingsomuchtime

togetherAndonethingledtotheother.It'snot



somethingIplanned"

Felix:"YouHavetomakethisright.Introspect

yourself,choosewhoyouwant.Ifyouwanted

Bandi,youwouldhavebeenpatient.Youwould

havelistenedandstayedawayfromMarco.I

guessthere'ssomethingdrawingyoutohim.

Figurethatout"

Me:"It'snotthateasy."

Felix:"Justgiveyourselftime"

Me:"Ireallymissedyou"

Felix:"Yetyouneverbotheredtovisitbutit'sOk

"

Me:"I'vebeensuchabadfriend,Iknowbutwe

havetofixus"

Felix:"AtleastIdidthefirststep,whichis

cominghere."

Me:"Yeahandthankyouagain,forcomingbut

youshouldbringOmegawith,nexttime"



Felix:"OhIwill,he'swithhisfatherthough.I'll

bejoiningthemlater"

I'mjustgratefulforthislittletimewegetto

spendtogetherandsomehow,I'mabletotake

mymindoffotherthings.

I'mgladthatshedoesn'tjudgeme,thoughshe

chastenmebutIknowitcomesfromagood

place.

.

HOPE

Finally,Igettorest.

IactuallyneeditandI'mfeelingsolazy.

Mike:"Kylie,wakeup"

Me:"Whattimeisit?"

Itookanafternoonnaparound12pm.

Idon'tknowwhattimeisitbuthetellsmeit's

2pm.



Isitonmybuttandstretch.

Thishasbeenalongweekforme,withschool

andeverything.

Me:"Ineedaspabooking"

Mike:"Iunderstand.It'snoteasyhavingto

juggleschoolAndtakingcareofagrownass

man"

Me:"Idon'tmind"

Mike:"I'mmarryingyouafterthis"

Me:"Hehe,Ibettertellmyfamilytogetthe

unclestogetherforilobola"

Mike:"Iactuallydon'tmindpayingmillionsfor

you"

Me:"Yetyoudon'trememberus"

Mike:"GirlsI'vedatedwouldn'tbehere,they

wereonlyafterthemoney,thevirtueIheldand

forittobewritteninthehistorybooksthatthey

datedme.Itwasallaboutthefameand



glamour.Definitelynotlove.Withyou,Icansee

inyoureyesthatyouloveme."

Thatmeltsmyheart.

IcansensethesincerityinhisheartandIknow

hemeansthis.

Mike:"Goenjoyyourself.Youdeserveit.You

canevenusemycard"

Me:"Whydon'tyoucomewith?"

Mike:"Ihavethephysiotherapistcomingoverto

helpmewithphysio.I'mgettingbetterforyou.I

swearwhenI'monmyfeet,I'llbetheonetaking

careofyouineveryway"

Me:"ButIreallyenjoytakingcareofyou.Ijust

wantyoutogetbetter"

Mike:"AndIwill,induetime"

Andhedid.

Amonthlater,Ican'tbelieveit.



ThefirsttimeIsawhim,IdroppedthedishI

hadbeenholding.

Ididn'texpecteverythingtohappensosoon.

It'sthefirstweekofMarchandTrinny'sbirthday

isapproaching.

I'mjustreallyhappynow.

Mikecanwalkandwell,itmeansIhavetogo

backtomyflat,somethinghe'sbeendreading.

Mike:"Ilovehavingyouaround.Youmanaged

toturnthishouseintoahome"

Me:"You'rewellnow,wehavetodoeverything

right"

Mike:"IrememberwhatIsaid"

Oh,healsohashismemoryback

Ofcourseitwasn'tanythingpermanentbut

yeah.

Me:"Andbythat,youmean?"



Mike:"Istandtruebymyword.I'mgoingto

marryyou."

Me:"ThatwillhavetowaituntilIgetmydegree

"

Mike:"Yourmomwas18whenshegotmarried

"

Me:"ButI'mnother"

Mike:"You're21.IloveyouKylieandIwantto

spendtherestofmylifewithyou.Youmake

mehappy,youcompleteandIdon'tseemyself

withanyoneelsebutyou.Pleasemarryme"

Iactuallygettoseehe'sseriouswhenhetakes

outaringandgetsononeknee.

Icovermymouthwithmyhandasthetearsfall.

Ican'tbelievethis.Idon'twantto.

Mike:"Mykneeiskillingmenow"

Me:"Yes,ofcourseI'llmarryyou"



HeslipsitInandstandingup,hekissesme

passionately.

Ireply,withjustasmuchpassionandit'sfilled

withsomuchlove.

I'mgettingmarried!

.

ROMEO

It'sonlyamonthuntilmybabyturnsayear.

Iactuallycan'twait.

It'sgoodthatweshareourbirthday.

Me:"Yohdude,wakeup"

Ishakehimfuriouslybuthedoesn'tbarge.

Hearrivedhereyesterdayandnow,Ihavetogo

toworkyethereIam,tryingtowakeagrownas

man.

Me:"Bandile,wakethefuckup!"

Hegroansbeforeopeninghiseyes.



Me:"Yousmelllikeshit.Gotakeabath,Imade

breakfast"

Bandi:"Ifeellikeshit"

Me:"Happenswhenyoudecidetodrinklikea

fish.Idon'tevenknowhowyougotpasttraffic

oreven,didn'tcauseanaccident"

Bandi:"ifIwantedalecture,Iwouldhavegone

home."

Me:"Actually,we'lltalkafterwork."

Bandi:"Yeah,go"

Iclickmytonguethenleaveforwork.

I'msurprisedtofindhimChattingupwithRey.

Me:"Youdidn'ttellmeyoucoming"

Rey:"Well,hellotoyoutoo"

Igoovertoherandkissherlips,spankingher

butt.

Me:"I'msohappytoseeyou"



Rey:"Iknow.So,howdoesthattaste?"

Bandi:"Amazing.Goodforahangover"

Rey:"Youowemeforthis"

Me:"Didyoucomeheretoseemeortochat

himup?"

Rey:"Arewejealous?"

Me:"Where'smyson?"

Rey:"Ididn'tcomewithhim."

Me:"Andwhythehellnot?"

Rey:"Icameforthe-"

Me:"Don't.I'mjustgoingtoshower.Youbetter

keepyourhandsoff"

Bandi:"Idon'tseeherlikethat"

Rey:"I'vebeenherefortwohours.Alotcan

happenintwohours"

Bandilechuckleswhileshemaintainsastraight

face.



Me:"Actually,you'rejoiningmeformyshower"

Rey:"Ithoughtyou'llneverask"

Me:"Yousogoingtopayforthis"

Rey:"Ohh,I'mscared"

Bandi:"Guys,I'mstillhere"

Me:"Oh,fuckoff"

.

.

Ourstoryiscomingtoanendsoon.

Braceyourself.
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EPISODETWENTYEIGHT

BANDILE



I'vebeensuchamessthesepastfewweeks.

Abreakupisnevereasy,especiallywhenyou

lovesomeoneandactuallysawafuturewith

them.

ImeantitwhenIsaidI'mgoingtomarryherat

18,yetat15she'salreadyhavingsexwith

anotherguy.

Istilldon'tknowiftheyusedprotectionornot.

Iactuallydon'ttrusthernowandapartofme

detestsher.

Sheruinedus.Sheruineduswiththesameguy

Iwarnedherabout.

See,itwouldhavebeenbetterifitwas

someoneelsebutitwasn't.

Ican'tfacemyparentsnow,henceI'mwith

Romeo.

We'reonsomebreak,we'reactuallygiventhis

breaktostudyforourupcomingsemestertests.



Thefollowingday,I'msoberandreadytoface

theworld.

Romeoisevensurprisedashefindsmehaving

somecoffeeinthekitchen.

Romeo:"Well,goodmorning"

Me:"Thecorporateguy."

Helaughsaswepumpfists.

Romeo:"ThisiswhatIlovetosee"

Me:"Ei,Imissmymombutshecanbea

nuisance."

Romeo:"Youcan'tavoidthemforever"

Me:"Youknowshecanseerightthroughme"

Romeo:"Youactinglikethisisyourfirst

heartbreak"

Me:"Nah,thisoneisworsebutI'mgetting

there.Iwokeupfeelinghelluvapositivetoday"

Romeo:"Onewouldswearyougotlaid"



Me:"Icanjustgotothemallforthat"

Helaughs,foldinghisarms.

Romeo:"Oh?"

Me:"Don'tmakethisachallengedawg."

Romeo:"Youscared,Huh?"

Me:"Nah,howmucharewebettingonthat?"

Romeo:"500bucks"

Me:"A1000.Thisisnotanicethingyouknow"

Romeo:"AndhowwillIknowyoudonedidit?"

Me:"I'llbringyouproof.Rightnow,I'mgoingto

checkonmysister.I'llseetherentslater."

Romeo:"So,it'son?"

Me:"BetterBelieveit.Andoh,I'llneedyourkey

"

Romeo:"Whathappenedtobookingaroom?"

Me:"I'mnotabouttospendsomuchonahoe.



Infact,Irefuse."

Romeo:"You'reonebadinfluence,Igiveyou

that"

Me:"Asifyou'reanybetter.ThisisallFelicia.If

shehadn'tcuffedyou,we'dbetalkinga

differentstory"

Romeo:"I'mmarryingthatgirlsoon"

Me:"Well,Idon'tseemyselfgettingmarried

anytimesoon.Orlater"

Romeo:"Becauseyou'restillstuckonPink"

Me:"Yeahwhileshe'shavingfunmovingon

withthatpunk."

Thethoughtjustpissesmeoff.

Ican'tbelievesheruineduslikethisandjust

movedontothenextguy.

Romeo:"Let'skillhim"

Me:"Nah,shedeservesherhappiness.Imight



notlikehernowbutaslongasshe'shappy"

Romeo:"You'vereallygrownup"

Me:"Itwasboundtohappensoonerorlater.

Laterdawg"

Ibidhimfarewellthenwalktomycar.

It'slowonfuelsoImakefirststopatthe

garagethendrivetoKhensani'splace.

Ispendafewhourswithherthengohome,

whereImeetupwithWandileatthedoor.

Weshareahug,he'sprettyhappytoseeme.

Wandi:"Youshouldhavetoldusyoucoming"

Me:"It'scalledasurprise"

Wandi:"Well,I'mgladyouhere.Ihavealotto

tellyou"

Me:"Thatincludesgirls?"

Wandi:"Comeonman"

Webothburstoutinlaughter.



Mom:"IthoughtIhadvoices"

TheyliketreatingmelikeI'vebeengonefor

years,thoughI'mnotcomplaining.

Likemymom,sheembracesmefordearlife.

You'dswearIhaven'tbeenhomeforadecade.

Me:"Mom,Ican'tbreathe"

Shebreaksthehugthenslapsmycheek.

Me:"Andthat?"

Mom:"It'sforleavingforsolong"

Me:"I'msorrymom"

Mom:"Wejustmissyousomuchhere"

Dad:"Speakforyourself"

IlaughbecauseIknowhemissesmejustas

much.

Weshareamanlyhug.

Dad:"Come,yourmomisabouttodishup"



Andthat'swhatIcallawarmwelcomeeveryone.

.

PINK

Sigh.

WhatcanIsay?

Well,Bandilebrokeupwithme.

Hesentatextsayingitsover,Justlikethat.

Headded,"IknowaboutyouandMarco.Hecan

haveyou"

Thenblockedmynumber.

I'venevercriedlikeIdidonthatday.

Ialmostgotdepressed.

Well,it'sbeenroughlyaboutthreeweekssince

thatbreakup.

It'smom'sbirthmonthandthetwinssoatleast

that'ssomethingtolookforwardto.



MarcoandI..Well,we'reofficial.

Yes,Iknowit'stoosoonbuthejustkept

beggingandbegging.

We'veonlybeentogetherforalmosttwoweeks

andhe'spublicisedourrelationship.

Hedoesn'thidethefactthathe'slongbeen

waitingforthis.

I'veaskedthatwetakethingsslowlyandhe's

agreed.

He'sbeensogoodtome,butofcoursethings

arejustbeginning.

He'snotBandiandhe'llneverbehimbutIfigure

I'llneverbehappyifIcomparethetwo.

Sohe'spickingmeuptodrivemetoschool.

Wekissbrieflythenheopensthedoorforme.

Marco:"Howareyouthismorning,mylove?"

Me:"I'mgood,andyoubabe?"



Marco:"Amazing.Seeingyoualwaysmakes

mydear.You'reliketherainbowafterastorm"

Me:"So,youweren'thavingagoodday?"

Marco:"Baby,it'sjustbegan.I'mgood"

Me:"Youpromise?"

Marco:"Youcantakemywordforit"

Me:"ThenI'mhappy"

Marco:"We'lldoice-creamsafterschool,yes?"

Me:"You'resuchanaddict"

Marco:"It'stangible.I'mmoreaddictedtoyou

andit'sexplosive"

Me:"Ihopeitneverexplodes"

Marco:"Aslongasyoumine,itneverwill"

Me:"Musictomyears"

Asusual,Faithiswaitingformebythegate.

She'salwaysearly.



Weshareahugthenwalkinsidetheschool

yard.

Faith:"I'myettoacceptyournewrelationship"

Me:"It'sreallytooearlyforthis"

Faith:"Ijusthadtosayit.Istillloveyouthough

"

Me:"Well,Iloveyoutoo"

Truetohisword,hepicksmeupafterschool.

Me:"Areyoueverattendinglectures?"

Marco:"Ihaveoneat5,sowehavetime"

Inodandjustleanbackonmyseat.

Me:"Canwedofoodfirst?I'mhungry"

Marco:"Ofcoursebaby"

WehaveburgersatMacDonalds,my

suggestion.

Afterburgers,wegotoPickNPayfortheice-

cream.



He'safanofMagnum.

Ihearafamiliarvoicejustasweexit.

He'sonhisphoneandpassesus.

Oureyesmeetandinsteadofmaintainingeye

contact,heclickshistongue.

Marco:"I'llbepatient.Iknowyouwon'tjust

forgethimbutIwon'tgiveuponyou"

Me:"Ididn'twantustohaveanybadblood"

Weeattheice-creamsandevenstickaround

foramovie.

Afterthemovie,wegotochickenlickenfor

somewings.

IseeBandiagainbutafardistance.

Thistime,hehashishandhookedarounda

girl'swaist.

Iswearit'sheartbreaking.

Whyisitsohardtoforgetandmoveon?



Iknowthatitdoesn'thappenovernightbut

that'sasfarasitgoes.

MarcodrivesmehomeandI'msilentduring

thatdrive.

Ijustwannagethome,takeashowerthemcry

myselftosleep.

.

ROMEO

Me:"Istillcan'tforgetaboutlastnight"

Rey:"Whathappenedlastnight?"

Me:"Yougoingtoactlikeyoudon'tknow?"

Rey:"Alothappenedduringthatday.Maybeif

you'llgivemeaclueortwo"

IchuckleandOmegajoinsinlikehecan

understandwhatwetalkingabout.

Me:"Wheredidyoulearntomovelikethatgirl?

"



Rey:"I'vebeendoingalotofdancingand

exercising"

Me:"Thenboom,shecomesforthedick"

Rey:"Thingswedoforthedick"

Omegagiggles.

Me:"Whathaveyoubeenteachingmyson

Wena?Whyishelaughinglikethis?"

Rey:"Whydoyouthinkit'sme?"

Me:"Itcanonlybeyou"

Rey:"CanIgetmykissandleave?"

Me:"Idon'twantyougettingintroublewith

yourmother"

Rey:"AndIhavetostudy."

Me:"Butyou'rejustsobright"

Rey:"Istillneedtorecharge"

Ikissherandoursonclapshishandsaswe

kiss.



Helovesseeinguskiss.

Ithenkisshimandtheygobackinsidethe

house.

It'sjustafter8Pmbutshehastostudy.

Ibuysomefoodonmywayhomebecause

Bandilecan'tcook.

He'sactuallynotevenbotheringtolearn.

Iarrivejustbefore9.

Me:"I'mnotsharing"

IsayimmediatelywhenIgetin.

Bandi:"Idon'tcareaboutyourfoodman,give

memyMoolah"

Me:"Uh-uh.Prooffirst"

Hegrinsandgivesmehisphone.

Me:"Yousonofagun!"

Helaughs.Ievenopenthevideo..Idon'tknow

howhedidthis.



Andno,it'snotexplicit.

There'salsoanAudio.

He'sevengotphotoswiththegirlandthey're

naked.

Well,Icanonlyseethechest.

Me:"Dopetits"

Bandi:"AndDamn,shethick!"

Ichuckle,takingoutmywallet.

Me:"Yousuchapervert"

.

.
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EPISODETWENTYNINE



HOPE

Life.Nopartofitcanbepredicted.

Wedon'tknowwhenwegoingtoDieoreven,if

we'dleavetoseeanotherday.

Wewakeup,eachdaywithawholelotof

expectationsforourdaybutnooneofus

knowswhat'sgoingtohappenforsure.

Anythingcanevenhappenwhenwesleeping.

Mypointis,there'snotellingwhenitcomesto

thislifething.

Weliveinhope.Hopethatwe'llseeanotherday.

Hopethatwe'llgraduate,getmarriedandhave

countlesskids.

There'snoguaranteeofanything.

Noguaranteeofthemoney,stabilityoreven,

love

Iamonmywayhome,becauseIwanttoshare



thisamazingnewswithmymom.

IknowdadisjustgoingtolookatthisasifI'm

12butmomisalwaysabletopersuadehim.

Ilovemydad.I'mactuallyadaddy'sgirlbuthe's

overprotectiveofme,ofallofus.

Iactuallydon'tblamehim.He'safatherand

he'sboundtobe.

Ifindmommyinthekitchen,washingdishes.

It'sstrangebecausethey'repeopleforthat.

Me:"Mama"

Whensheturns,hereyesareswollenandher

makeupismessedup.

It'saFridaysoIwonderwhatcouldbethe

reasonforthis.

Myheartimmediatelystartsbeatingsofast.

Igoovertoher,shesniffsandattemptstowipe

thetearsbutit'stoolatebecauseI'veseen



themalready.

Me:"Mom?"

Shebreaksoutintearsandseeingmymom

cryingsomuch,myowntearsfollowsuite.

Dadcomesdown,hiscolognefillstheentire

room.

Dad:"ComeonCharity,she'llbefine."

Me:"Who?Dad?"

Mom:"It's..It'sTrinny"

Myheartstartsbeatingveryfast.

Dadcomestoholdmeasmomcontinuesto

speak.

Mom:"She'sbeenshot.Twice,inthestomach"

Me:"Andthebabies?"

Thetearsjustfallasmomshakesherhead.

Idon'tevenknowwhatthatmeansbutIjust

can'tbelieveTrinnyhasbeenshot.



Mom:"I'msosorrybaby"

Me:"Whendidthishappen?"

Mom:"Yesterday.Joshonlycalledustoday"

Me:"I'mgoingtothesurgery.Ineedtoseeher

"

Dad:"Notsofastlittlegirl"

Me:"Barbieisinhospital,whatcouldbemore

important?"

Dad:"Mydaughterwearingaringonherleft

finger"

I'monlyremindedofthiswhendadspeaks.

Momtakesmyhandandlooksclosely.

Mom:"It'sbeautifulbutIdon'trememberbeing

toldofaheeversinceBandile"

Dad:"Who'she?"

Me:"MarcusandIlovehim."

Mom:"Howlonghaveyoutwobeentogether?"



Me:"Awhile.Hemakesmehappymom,he

lovesmeandheliterallyworshipsthegroundI

walkon.Idon'tthinkanythingelsematters."

Dad:"I'mnotacceptingthisuntilthisboy

comesinhereandImeethim."

Me:"Mom"

Mom:"He'sjustgoingtotalktohim.Youknow

wewantwhat'sbestforyoubaby"

Me:"Iknowbutnow,Ireallyhavetogocheck

onTrinny"

IcallMikeasI'mdrivingtothesurgeryandlet

himinonwhat'shappening.

Heasksfortheaddress,whichIhappilygiveto

himandhangup.

Gettingin,Ijustcan'tholdinthetears.

She'slayingthere,lookinglifeless.

Iholdherhand,it'ssocold.



Josh:"She'llbealright"

Me:"Can'tyouhelpher?"

Josh:"We'redoingallthatwecan"

Me:"I'mtalkingtoJoshthedivineentity"

Josh:"I'mnotadivine-"

Me:"Youknowwhatyoumean,can'tyouuse

yourgift?"

Josh:"Sometimesnaturehastotakeitscourse

"

Me:"So,you'renotgoingtodoanything?"

Josh:"IcanonlydowhattheHolySpirit

instructsme.Enoughaboutthat,let'stalkof

yourhusband"

Me:"We'renotmarriedyet"

Josh:"Butyouwillbe.I'mactuallygoingto

marryyourdaughter"

Thenhelaughsaftersayingthat.



Me:"Again,whycan'tyouage?"

Josh:"Ihavegoodgenes"

Me:"But,areyoureallygoingtomarrymy

daughter?Ithoughtyouhadtomarrymom"

Josh:"Herloveforyourdadwastoostrong.

Destinychangesyouknow"

Me:"Soyou'redestinedtomarrymydaughter?

"

Hegrins,whichmakesmegiggle.

Josh:"Let'sgocheckonthetwins"

Me:"They'realive?"

Josh:"Ofcourse.YoudoknowIservean

amazingGod."

Me:"Hallelujah"

.

PINK

"Iheardaboutyourmom.I'msorry"



It'sthistextwhichI'vebeenreadingoverand

overagain.

Itgivesmesomanymixedfeelingsandeven

moreunansweredquestions.

First,I'mhappyI'munblockedbutIalsocan't

figureoutwhatthismeans.

Thathe'scalmeddown?Heforgivesme?

Somehowhegivesmehopethatmomwillbe

Ok.

Eversinceshewasshot,sincewesawthe

bloodAndsinceweknewofthetwinsandhow

theymightnotmakeit,mylifehasbeenata

standstill.

Ineedmymom.Ineedherwithmeanddadis

evenmoremiserable.

MarcohasbeencallingbutI'vebeenignoring

hiscalls.

IknowhewantstobehereformebutIjust



don'tneedhimnow.

Someoneknocksonmydoorandlets

themselvesin.

It'sFELICIA,whocomesandgivesmeawarm,

tighthug.

Felix:"Iknowthisisonedamnedquestionbut,

howareyou?"

Me:"Numb.Ijust,Ican'tbelieveit.ImeanIsaw

thatshe'screepy.ThiswomancameAndItold

momthenshe'sfledAnd...Everything

happenedsofast.Istillcan'tbelieveit.Mylittle

sistersarefightingfortheirlives.IwishIcould

dosomething."

Felix:"Pray?Godalwayshearsus"

Me:"Ican'tevenpray"

Felix:"Idon'tthinkitrequiresskill"

Me:"Yeah,you'reright."

Felix:"Justsaywhateveryoufeel.Whatever



youwantGodtodoforyou.Somethingalong

thoselines"

WepraytogetherandIpouroutmyheartto

God.

Iactuallyfeelbetterafterprayingandweget

outofmybedroom.

Me:"Whodroppedyouoff?"

Felix:"Bandiledid.RomeoiswithOmega"

Me:"Hedid?"

Felix:"Yeah.He'sstayingwithRomeo,though

he'sleavingonSunday"

Me:"Oh,youguysseemtobespendingtime

together"

Felix:"Yeah,it'sboundtohappen.He'smy

boyfriend'suncle"

Shesays,shrugging.I'malittlesaddenedthat

Bandididn'tthinkofcomingtocheckuponme.



Me:"WhatcanIbringyou?"

Felix:"I'mactuallyhungry."

Kristen:"Wecanallgograbsomethingtoeat.I

justcan'tstayinthishouse"

Me:"Soundslikeagoodidea"

Weallgotohiscar,FelixandIinthebackseat

andhedrivesoff.

Me:"Has..HasBandifoundsomeone?"

Felix:"Hehasn't."

Me:"Oh"

Kristen:"Noteveryonemovesonasfastasyou

do.IknowIdidn'tliketheguybutheactually

treatedyougood.Besides,I'mafanofthe

sharkssoyou'rethereasonIwon'tbegetting

anyfreeVIPtickets"

Felixlaughswhilehiswordspiercemyheart.

Idon'tknowwhyIdidn'tjustaskforforgiveness.



Instead,Imovedontothenextguy.

Whatkindofgirldoesthatevenmakeme?

Anyway,wegotoChickenlicken,because

majorityrulesandKristenhasnochance

againstFelixandI.

Thisiswerewefirstmet.

Kristen:"Ican'tbelieveIletyouguyspersuade

meintothis"

Felix:"Itkindahelpsthatyouhaveasoftspot

forme"

Kristen:"Areyoucallingmeweak?"

Felix:"Morelikecallingaspear,spear"

Mymind,myheartaretornbetweenmymom

AndthegirlsthenBandile.

I'mjustamess.

.

KADEN



Jabu:"Ithinkyoushouldcallherback"

Me:"Andsaywhat?"

Jabu:"Idon'tknow.She'stryingtoreachout.

Maybethat'swhyshecalled"

Me:"Howdidsheknowaboutme?"

Jabu:"Thebookobviously"

LastnightIreceivedacallfromawoman

namedPhoebeandclaimedshe'smysister.

Shetoldmeshe'sinthecountryatthemoment

andwouldliketomeet.

JabuisthefirstpersonIcalledandmomis

currentlyfocusedonTrinnyandIdon'twantto

addmorestresstothat.

Me:"I..Idon'thaveairtime"

Jabu:"IknowyoulyingbutI'lljusttopyouup"

Hesays,takingouthisphoneanddoing

something.



Myphonebeepsandhe'sdoneit.

It'sR200airtime.

Me:"You'resuchadarling"

Jabu:"tobekissed.Mykissplease"

Igigglefirstthenkisshim.

Herphonedoesn'tringforlongAndmyheartis

beatingoutofmychest.

Me:"He...Hello"

Jabusqueezesmyhand.

Phoebe:"Hey,thankyouforgettingbacktome

"

Me:"Wheredidyougetmynumber?"

Phoebe:"IhiredaP.I."

Me:"Howsureareyou,that'sit'sme?"

Phoebe:"I'maprophet.TheHolySpirit

confirmedit"



Me:"Whateverthatmeans.Whatdoyouwant

fromme?"

Phoebe:"OfcourseIwanttomeetyou.Spend

timewithyou.You'remylittlesisterfor

heaven'ssake"

Me:"I..Tomorrow.Myplace"

Phoebe:"Areyouserious?"

Me:"I'vebeencurious.Youcanhelpmemy

unansweredquestions"

Phoebe:"Tomorrowitis.Thankyou"

IhangupandJabuembracesme.

Me:"I'dlikeyoutoholdmyhandthroughitall"

Jabu:"Ofcoursebaby.Youdon'tevenhaveto

ask."

.

.
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KADEN

Itakeadeepbreathinthengulpdownaglass

oficecoldwater.

Jabu:"Babe,calmdown"

Me:"Easyforyoutosay"

It'sthemomentI'vebeenwaitingfor.Well,not

reallywaitingforbecauseit'sinevitablebut

she'shere.

Jabu:"Ok,nowgoopenup"

She'sbeenknockingatthedoorandthefearof

whatawaitsmeatthatothersideiswhatIfear.

Mypalmsaresweating.Jabusighsthencomes

toholdmyhand.



Thatgivesmeenoughcouragetoopenthedoor.

Istareatthiswoman,ontheothersidewho's

holdingsomuchhonourandprestige.

Ohno,shedoesn'ttrybutherpresenceisfelt.

ShesmilesatuswhileI'mstandingthere,

shocked.

Jabunudgesmewiththeelbowandthat's

whenIcomebacktolife.

Iclearmythroatbeforespeaking.

Me:"Hi"

Phoebe:"Hey,canIgetin?"

Jabuhuffsandalmostthrowsafit,which

makesmerollmyeyes.

Me:"Sorry,ofcourseyoumay"

Wemakespaceforherandshegetsin.

Jabu:"Wouldyoulikeanythingtodrink?"

HeasksthatLookingatmebut,canyoublame



me?

I'mstillshocked.

Phoebe:"Yes,I'dlovesomeRooibostea."

Jabu:"Babe?"

Me:"Huh?"

Jabu:"Rooibostea"

IreallyhavetogetagripofmyselfbecauseI

knowmyboyfriendisgoingtoscoldmeafter

this.

Igopluginthekettleforthattea.

Iactuallydidn'texpecthertoaskfortea

becauseit'sveryhot.

Phoebe:"So,thisisyourboyfriend?"

Sheasks,lookingathim.

Me:"Yes.We'vebeentogetherforalmostthree

years"

Phoebe:"Where'syourmother?"



Sheasks,lookingatJabu.

Jabu:"She'shomeoratleastthat'swhereIleft

her"

Phoebe:"Really?"

Me:"Canwefocusonme?"

Shegigglessoftly.

Phoebe:"I'msorry.Kaden,howareyou?"

Me:"I'mok.Ireallydidn'tthinkyou'dgotosuch

extremestolookforme,letalonehireaPI"

Shehasanaccent,whichtellsmeshe'sbeenin

Australiaherwholelife.Ormostofit.

Phoebe:"Ihadto.KnowingIhavealittlesister

somewherewasn'tafactIcouldjustoverlook."

Jabu:"So,youneverknew?Thatsheexists?I

mean,aftertwentyyears,youcome,Huh?"

Me:"JabuI.."

Jabu:"No,wehavetoknowwhynow"



Phoebe:"Iunderstandwhyyoufeelthewayyou

do.Youbothhavealotincommonandthat

includesbeingleftbyyourbiologicalmothersto

beraisedbyotherwomen"

Jabu:"Howdoyouknowthat?"

Phoebe:"Idon't.Andtoansweryourquestion,I

onlyfoundoutafterreadingthebook,andI'VE

beenlookingforyoueversince."

Jabu:"IthinkIshouldleave"

Phoebe:"Please,don't."

Me:"So,amIwhatyouwereexpecting?"

Phoebe:"Yesandmore.IknowthisIsawkward

becausewe'vejustmet,wedon'tknoweach

otherbutIdohopethatwe'llgetto,astime

goeson."

Jabu:"Areyouaprophet?"

Phoebe:"Uh,yesIam.MyfamilyareallGod

fearing.DadisanApostle"



Jabu:"Canyoutellmeaboutmymom?Where

sheis?"

Phoebe:"Uh,no."

Jabu:"Whynot?"

Phoebe:"IcanonlyspeakwhattheHolySpirit

tellsmeandhe'snotsayinganythingabout

yourmom.AndI'mnottalkingaboutKhen

something"

Jabu:"Oh"

Me:"So,amIalsosomething?Iknowthey're

likegiftsthatGodhasgivenallhischildren.At

leastthat'swhatMomtoldme"

Phoebe:"Ohyesbutyou'llonlydiscoverthat

onceyoustartseekingGod.Ican'ttellyou

becauseyouwon'tunderstand."

Jabu:"Andme?Imean,Idogotochurchevery

onceinawhile"

Shelaughs,Icanseeshe'sagoodperson,



whichmademewonderaboutmom.

Phoebe:"YouHaveagoodvoice,useit"

Me:"Andheneverwantstosingforme.Iheard

himonce,intheshowerandthatwasit.Iasked

himtosingforme,Healmostchockedmeto

death"

PhoebeandIlaugh,whileJabusulks.

Jabu:"She'slying"

Me:"Butthewayyoureactedtothewhole

thing...Makesmewonder"

Phoebe:"IthappensandHelovessinging.You

shouldfollowyourmom'sfootsteps"

Jabu:"Igetscaredsometimes"

Me:"You?Scared?"

Jabu:"I'mhumantoo"

Hesays,rollinghiseyeswhichmakesmelaugh.

Phoebeisactuallynotasuptightasonewould



thinkofaprophet.

SheseemslikesomeoneeasytotalktoandI

evengettoseeasideofmyboyfriendthatI

neverthoughtexisted.

He'senjoyingthisasmuchasIamandit'slike

he'snotthepersonwhowantedtoleavea

momentago.

.

PHOEBE

MynameisPhoebeGriffiths,I'mthedaughter

ofKelvinandKriseldaSmith.

I'mmarried,whichIswhyI'maGriffithsandwe

haveadaughter,who'sjustone.

She'sAveryandherfatherisWilliam.

ThemainreasonIcametoSouthAfricawasto

findmysisterbutwe'realsomovinghereso

WillallowedmetocomesoIcanlookfora

houseforus.



He'sgottenatransferthissideAndGodhad

longtoldmewe'dcomehere.

There'salotthathastobedoneforhispeople

inSouthAfricaandit'smydutytodomypart.

Backtonow,I'mlookingatmysisterandher

boyfriend,whoIcanseeismadlyinlovewith

her.

Me:"Ihavetogoguys"

Kaden:"Sosoon?"

Ilaugh.Theybothdon'twantmetoleavebutI

havetogohousehunting.

Me:"I'vebeenhereforhours"

Theyorderedpizzaforme.Jabudidsaythat

KADENdoesn'tlikecooking.

I'mactuallyimpressedbyhowmuchtheyknow

eachother.

She'sluckyshemethersoulmateatsucha

youngage.



Thelovetheyshareisimmaculate.

Jabu:"Comeagainsoon."

HeturnstolookatKaden.

Jabu:"Yoursisterissocool"

TheybothwalkmetothedoorandIgiveeach

ofthemahug.

Iwalktomycarandbreatheout.

It'sgoingtobealongdayformewiththis

lookingforahousething.

Thingis,IgettohavevisionsevenwhenI'm

driving,whichmakesthingshardforme.

Thistime,I'mabletoarriveatthehotelwithno

visionsandI'mgrateful.

JustasI'mabouttowalkin,Ibumpintosome

manandmypursefalls.

Hepicksitupformeandwhenoureyesmeet,I

seehiswholelifeflashbeforemyeyes.



Him:"Areyouok?"

Me:"I...I'mfine"

Him:"Youlookalittledisorientated"

Me:"I'mfineNick"

AsI'mabouttowalkin,Hegentlypullsme.

Me:"Sorry?"

Him:"Howdoyouknowmyname?"

Me:"Idon't"

Him:"Youjustcalledmebymyname"

Me:"DidI?"

Henodsacoupleoftimes.Thistendsto

happenAndattimes,Idon'tevenhearmyself

whenIspeak.

Him:"Youdid.Fromyouraccent,Icanhear

thatyou'renotfromhere.IthinkAustralia"

Me:"Fromyourtouch,Iknowthatyou'restill

mourningyourwifewhodiedsixyearsago.Can



Ileave,please?"

Him:"Whatareyou?!"

Hisgriponmyarmistighternow.

Me:"Sir,you'reinflictingpainonmyskin.This

isharassment."

HeletsgoofmyarmandIwalkin.

Iactuallycan'twaittogettomyroom.

WhenIdo,Istriptotakeashowerthenwrapa

towelaroundmybodyandgetonmylaptop.

IgotoProperty24Andsearchforhouses.

WhatIdidknowwas,Ibumpedintothatman

forareasonandIalsoknowI'mgoingtohear

fromhimagain.

.

HOPE

Mike:"Ithinkthislooksgood.IhopeI'mnottoo

formal"



He'smeetingmyparentsforthefirsttimeand

helookssonervous,it'sactuallycuteforme

becauseI'VEneverseenhimnervous.

Me:"Youlookperfectbaby.Canwego?"

Mike:"Kylie,youcan'trushme"

Me:"Punctualityiseverythingtodad.Hesaid7

pm."

Mike:"Fine,let'sgo"

Hetakesmyhandandweleave,withme

lockingupinthehouse.

Wegetintohiscarandhedrives,withhisother

handonmylap.

Mike:"I'msonervous"

Me:"You'reactuallymeetingthewholefamily"

Mike:"what?"

Me:"I'msorryfornottellingyou.It'sjustmy

parents,thetwinsAndKADENwithher



boyfriend."

Mike:"WhatifIendupembarrassingmyself?"

Me:"Whywouldyoudothat?"

Mike:"Anythingispossiblewhenapersonis

nervous"

Heparksthecarandjustafterheopensmy

doorandIgetout,Igivehimalongtonguekiss,

justtocalmhimdown.

Mike:"Fuck!"

Igigglesoftly.

Me:"Areyoubetternow?"

Mike:"Very"

WeholdhandsandIopenthedoor.

Jadeisthefirsttocometousandshegrinsat

Mike.

Jade:"Hiii"

Mike:"Hey"



Jade:"Iwannaseethering"

Shedoesn'tevenwaitformetoreplybuttakes

mylefthandandlooks.

Jade:"Mm,nice"

Sheimmediatelywalksawayafterthat.

Me:"They'rejustweird"

Therestofthefamilyisinthedinninghall,

sittingdown.

WegreetandMikepullsachairformeand

pushesitinafterIsitdown.

Mom:"DinnerwillbereadyInafew"

Dadclearshisthroat,aswe'renowhaving

dessert.

Dad:"Whoareyouandwhatdoyouwantfrom

mydaughter?"

Mike:"I'mMarcusAndIloveyourdaughterand

Ionlywanttomakehermywife"



Dad:"Howoldareyou?Whatdoyoudofora

living?"

Mike:"I'm24sirandI'mapropertyownerand

investor"

Dad:"Let'sgotalkinmystudy"

Me:"Dad"

Ibeg

Dad:"Sukawena"

Ilookatmom,whojustchuckles.

She'stheonewhotaughthimthat.

.

.

[07/25,09:56]W:ΔPURSUITOFLOVE&

HAPPINESSΔ



________________________________

EPISODETHIRTYONE

HOPE

Mom:"Relax,they'llbedone"

Me:"Mom,youknowhowdifficultdadcanbe"

Jade:"Hope,canwetalkinmyroom?"

Ilookatmomwhonods

Me:"Uh,ok"

It'sbeenabouttwohourssincedadtookmy

fianceandI'vebeensittingdownwithMomand

thegirls,whoweretryingtocheermeup.

Kadenhadtoleave.

SowegotoJade'sroomandsheevencloses

thedoor.

Me:"What'sup?"

Jade:"So,there'sthisguywhoIlikeverymuch

buthe'sinlovewithsomeoneelse.Ican'tstop



thinkingabouthim,Ireallycan'tanditsucks"

Me:"Yousayinghe'sinarelationshipwith

someoneelse?"

SheshakesherheadandIneedhertoexplain

furtherbecauseI'mconfused.

Jade:"Theybrokeuplastyearbuthe'sstill

holdingontoher.Ijustdon'tknowwhattodo"

Me:"Lethimgo"

Jade:"Ican't.It'sjustnotthateasy"

Me:"Doyouthinkhe'sworthstressingand

hurtingover?"

Shenods,bitingherlowerlip.

Jade:"Ilovehim.IlovedhimthefirsttimeI

sawhimandIjustwanthim,nobodyelse"

Me:"He'ssingleanywaysoI'dsaygoforit.

Justkeepaspacefordisappointmentinyour

heart"



Jade:"ThankyousomuchHope.Iknewyou'd

understand"

Ismilethenwehug.

Me:"Youareverywelcome.Idon'twantyouto

endupregrettingitonedaybecauseyouleta

possiblefuturego.Whoknows,hemightbe

yoursoulmate"

Isaywinkingandshelaughs.

Jade:"That'swhyit'ssohardtogiveuponhim

"

There'saknockonthedoorsowebothgetup

andIopenup.

Mike:"Iwastoldyouhere"

Hisfacialexpressionishardtoread.

Me:"Uh,wecanleave"

Henodsandtakesmyhand.

Ibidtherestofthefamilyfarewellthenwe



leave.

Hedoesn'tsaymuchInthecaranditseems

he'sinalotofthoughts.

Me:"Baby,what'sgoingon?"

Mike:"Nothing,why?"

Me:"You'requiet.Tooquietformyliking"

Mike:"Ijusthavealotonmymind.It'snothing

much"

Idon'tsayanythinguntilwearriveathome.

It'sclearhedoesn'twanttotellmewhat'son

hismindandIcan'tforcehim.

Mike:"Yourfamilyisnice.IwishIhadsucha

bigfamily"

Me:"Andyouhaven'tevenmettherestofthe

family.We'requitebig,mymom'ssisterhasher

ownfamilythenuncleTony.It'sreallybig"

Mike:"Ican'twaitforustohavesuchabig



familythen"

Me:"Whatdiddadsay?"

Mike:"Alot.Wetalkedaboutawholelotof

things,you,businessandhealsoaskedabout

myfamily"

Me:"Sohegaveyoualottothinkabout?"

Mike:"Definitely.So,whendoyouwannaget

married?"

Me:"There'snorush,right?"

Mike:"Yes,ofcoursebutIwasthinkingwe

havethelobolaandUh..Traditionalwedding

soon"

Me:"I'mcoolwiththat"

Heputshishandsonmywaistthenkissesme.

Mike:"Iloveyou,ok"

Inod.

Me:"Iloveyoutoo"



Hepicksmeup,withmewrappingmylegs

aroundhiswaist.

HethenkissesmeagainandIreplywithjustas

muchhunger.

.

BANDILE

It'sbeengood,beinghomebutIhavetogo

back.

Imustadmitthatitwasn'teasyseeingPinkhas

reallymovedonandI'mactuallymadthatshe

didn'tevenputupafightforus.

IguesssheneverreallylovedmelikeIloveher.

Yes,I'mstillverymuchinlovewithherbutshe's

movedonAndheprobablymakesherhappy.

Ikissherlipsinmypursuittowakeherup.

Shereplies,withhereyesclosedandIknow

thisbecausemineareopen.



Butaswecontinuekissing,IcloseEmandjust

asshemoansinmymouth,Ibiteherlowerlip.

Me:"Wakeup,let'sgoshower"

Krissie:"Dowereallyhaveto?"

Me:"Yes,Ican'tmissmyflight"

Krissie:"Doyoureallyhavetogo?"

Me:"Ihavevarsity,youknowthis"

She'sdoingherfirstyearatUJ.

Krissie:"It'sfine.ButyoucomingoveratEaster,

right?"

Me:"Oh,Iam"

IkissherlipsAgainbeforepickingherupbridal

stylethenwegotothebathroom.

I'vebookedusahotelsuite.We'vebeenhere

sinceyesterday.

It'sSundayandIhavetoleave.

KrissieisthegirlImetatthemallandever



sincethattime(whenIwonthebet),We've

beenhookingup.

Idon'tknowaboutherbutit'sjustsextome.

Anyway,wetakeabathtogetherthengoget

dressed.

Webothcan'tgetenoughofeachotherandI

hearherpussywhispertome"Stay"

VerytemptingbutIneedtogetmydegree.

Ihaveto.

Me:"Yougoingtodropmeoffattheairport?"

Krissie:"Youleavingmewithyourcar?"

Me:"Itrustyou"

Sheactuallyseemsexcited.Icanseeitinher

eyes.

Krissie:"I'lldropyou"

Me:"Youtalklikeyoudon'thavemoremoney

thanIhave"



Krissie:"Youmakingyourownmoneybabe.I've

seenyourmatches"

Me:"Youmyfan?"

Krissie:"Itdoesn'tsoundgoodwhenyouputit

likethat"

Ilaugh,kissingherlips.

Me:"Let'sgo"

Icheckoutofthehotelthenwegotomycar.

She'stheonedriving.

Krissie:"You'llcallmewhenyouland,right?"

Sheasksafterwearriveattheairport.

Me:"I'llvideocallyou"

ShenodsAndwekissforthelasttime.

It'stimeformetoboardmyplanenow.

Well,atleastI'llbecominghomeforsomething

elseotherthanseeingmyfamily.



Plusit'sOmegaandhisfather'sbirthdaysoon

andthat'ssomethingIcannotmiss.

.

ROMEO

Me:"Baby,pleasefinishup"

Rey:"Ican'tfindanythingtowear"

Me:"WeboughtclothesyesterdayFelicia,don't

pissmeoff"

Thenshehangsuponme.

Me:"Wow"

She'sgoingtochurchwithmom.

Idon'tknowwhysheagreedinthefirstplaceif

she'sgoingtodothis.

Ihavenochoicebuttodrivetoherplace.

IputOmega,whospenttheweekendwithme

onhiscarseat.

ThenIdrivetohercrib.



Igreethermomwho'sinthekitchenthenput

Omegadown,whorunstoher,ofcoursefalling

acoupleoftimes.

He'sjuststartedwalking.

Me:"Felicia!"

ShegigglesjustasIgetinherroom.

She'sjustinherbraandunderwear.

Me:"Areyoufuckenkiddingme?"

Rey:"Youcan'tswearonaSunday"

Me:"SaNtena.Whyareyounotdressed?"

Shestandsupthenwalkstome.

Rey:"Iwashopingyouhelpmefindsomething

towear"

Me:"You'regoingtochurch,notgetting

married.Comeon"

Rey:"I'mabitscared.It'smyfirsttimethere"

Me:"It'sabigchurch.Theymightnoteven



noticeyou"

Rey:"Youcanneverknow.Whoknows?Imight

meetmyfuturehusbandthere"

Me:"HehWena!"

Shegigglesthenpullsmebythehand.

Rey:"Comehelp"

Me:"Can'twehaveaquickie?"

Rey:"I'mnotabouttocommitfornicationona

Sunday,nothanks"

Me:"Butwho'sgoingtoknow?"

Rey:"Don'tyouknowGodisomnipotent?He's

listeningtoyoutryingtotempthisdaughter"

Ilaugh,asIgothroughherclothes.

Me:"Ohplease"

Ithrowablackdressather.

Rey:"You'regoodatthis"



Sheputsitonanditfitsperfectly.

Icannevergetenoughofhowgoodand

beautifulherbodyis.

You'dswearshedoesn'tevenhaveachild.

Rey:"Mybreastslookbigwiththebraon"

Me:"Youcan'tbeshowingyourtitsatchurch"

Rey:"That'sabummer"

Me:"Soaboutthat...Youknow"

Rey:"ComeonRomeo,don'ttemptme"

Ilaugh.

Sheputsonhershoes,finishesoffwith

everythingandwecanfinallygo.

It'sabouttime.

.

.



[07/25,10:02]W:ΔPURSUITOFLOVEAND
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___________________________________

EPISODETHIRTYTWO

PINK

Mybirthday.God,that'ssomethingIcanlook

forwardto.

It'sjustadaybeforeOmega'sbirthdayandFelix

andIhavebeenrunningupanddowntryingto

findacake.

Shedidn'twantapartybutbecauseit'salso

Romeo'sbirthday,therewasnootherway

He'ssoexcitedandthey'resogoodandmadly

inlove,theyactuallyinspiremetobelievethat

trueloveexists.

I'mjustinapointinmylifewhereIdon'tknow

whatIwant.

Marcoisnothingbutamazing,he'spatientwith



meandtreatsmerightbutmyheartwillforever

beatforBandile.

Idon'tknowifit'sevennormal.Ican'tstop

thinkingabouthimAndI'mevenstalkinghimon

socialmedia.

Idon'tknowhowmanytimesI'VEstopped

myselffromvideocallinghim,justtoseehis

beautifulface.

ItsucksthatI'mtheonewhobroughtushere.

Hehadbeensogoodtomebutnow,nowIhave

towatchhimbehappywithsomeoneelse.

Ican'tevencomplainbecauseI'mtheonewho

firstmovedon.

He'sgainedpopularitynow.He'sreallygoodat

thisrugbything.

Oh,andhe'sdatingKrissie.I'veneverreally

beenclosetoherbuttheylookgoodtogether.

She'sbeenpostingpicturesofthemtogether,



hehastooandsodidthepapers.

It'sroughlybeenamonth.

AsselfishasthismaysoundbutIwanthimfor

me.

IwishIwastheonewhohadhim,notherbut

thisisthebedImade.

Mom:"So,thepresent?"

We'rechilling,justafter6pmintheloungeand

she'sholdingAriel,whileIhaveCassiel.

Theyhardlyeversleep.

Me:"Nope,I'mnottellingyou"

Mom:"Comeon"

Me:"Irefusemother.Ifyouwanttoseeit,then

cometotheparty"

Shelooksatmewiththe"areyoukiddingme

look"andIlaughthenshrug.

Me:"YourChoice"



Mom:"Imagineamotheroffiveatapartyofa

oneyearoldtoddler."

Me:"Felix'smomwillbethere."

Mom:"Yes,hermom.Besides,Ihavetwins

whoarebarelyamonthold."

Me:"Mm,thankyouforthesegirls"

Mom:"Ourlittleangels"

Myphoneringsaswestillchilinganddad

comesdown,andIgiveCasstohim.

Me:"Hey"

Marco:"I'moutside.Canyoucomeout?"

Iimmediatelymakemywaytothedoorand

he'sthere.

Iwalkovertohiscarandhegetsoutandgives

meakissontheforehead.

Marco:"Howareyou?"

Me:"Good,nowthatIseeyou"



Hesmilesbeforekissingmeonthelipsthis

timeandIreply,wrappingmyhandsaroundhis

neck.

Marco:"Ihavetorespecttheparents"

HesaysasheopenstheformeandIgetin

thenhegoestohisside.

Marco:"I'vemissedyousomuch"

Me:"Imissedyoutoo."

Marco:"IhatedisappointingyoubutIcan'tgo

withyoutothepartytomorrow"

I'mdisappointed,there'snodoubtinthat.

Me:"What?"

Marco:"IhavetogotoPretoria.Myuncleisin

hospital."

Me:"Oh,whathappened?"

Marco:"Hehadastroke.I'mleavingat8,that's

whyIpickedyouup.Ijustwantustospend



sometimetogether"

Me:"Ohhbabethankyou"

Marco:"Uhm,I'monlycomingbacknextweek.

"

Me:"It'sok.Iunderstand.Justpromiseto

alwayscheckuponme."

Marco:"Youdon'tevenhavetoremindme"

Arrivingathisflat,heoffersmesomethingto

drinkandIgoforwhitewine.

Me:"I'mgoingtomissyou"

Marco:"I'mgoingtomissyoutoobabe.Ifyou

didn'thaveschool,youwouldcomewithme"

Me:"Well,there'stheweekend."

Marco:"it'sFriday,thepartyistomorrow"

Me:"Andwehavetoattendnextweek.Iknow

but...Well,distancemakestheheartgrow

fonder"



Marco:"Andmyheartwillforeverbeatforyou"

Ismile.Heleanscloserandkissesme.

Hiskissesarethebest,hishandbrushesmy

backsoftlyaswekissbutI'mnotfeelingthis.

Idon'twantittogofurther,Ican't.

Marco:"What'swrong?"

Me:"I..I'mnotfeelingwell"

Marco:"What'swrong?"

There'sconcerninhisvoice.

IhatethatI'mdoingthisbut,Ihaveto.

Me:"Ithinkit'sthewine.CanIgoliedown?"

Marco:"Ofcoursebaby"

Hekissesmyforeheadthenwegotohis

bedroom.

HetakesoffmyshoesformeasIclimbonthe

bed.



.

ROMEO

Rey:"So,whatdoyouwantforyourbirthday?"

Me:"Iwantyoutomarryme"

Rey:"I'mbeingserious"

Me:"I'mnotjokingeither"

Rey:"Romeo,I'msixteen.Canwerevisitthis

conversationwhenI'matleast19?"

Me:"WhatifI'llbedeadbythen?"

Rey:"ThenI'llresurrectyouonmy19thbirthday

"

Ilaugh.Iactuallycan'tbelieveshejustsaidthat.

Me:"You'recrazy"

Rey:"I'mcrazyInlovewithyou"

Shesays,kissingmeonthelips.

HerphoneringsasIdeepenthekiss.



Me:"Who'sthat?"

Rey:"It's..Uhm,afriend"

Thensheleavestheroomtoanswerthephone

andthat'salarmingforme.

FeliciahasneverandImeanneverwentoutto

answerherphoneandfromhowshewas

stuttering,Iknowthatsomethingisup.

ItapmyfootonthefloorwhileIwaitforher.

Oursonissleeping.They'respendingthe

weekendwithme.

It'sataround8pm.

Shecomesbacksmiling.

Me:"Musthavebeenagoodfriendtohaveyou

smilinglikethat"

Rey:"Youhavenoidea"

Me:"MaybeifIknewthenameofthisfriend,I'd

haveanidea"



Rey:"Maybe"

So,she'splayingthisthehardway.

Me:"Felicia,I'mnotgoingtoaskyouthisagain.

Whothefuckjustcalledyou?"

Rey:"It'sactuallymysister.Ireallydon't

understandwhyyoualwayshavetobeso

controlling"

Me:"What?SoI'mcontrolling?"

Rey:"Youalwayswannahavethingsyourway.

It'sRomeo'swayorthehighway.Ifyougoingto

controlthisphonebecauseyouboughtit,you

canhaveit!"

Shesays,throwingitatmethenleavingthe

room.

Isitdownforaminute,wonderingwhatthehell

justhappened.

Iknowifwe'retosleepwiththismuchtension,I

won'tevenenjoymybirthday..



She'slockedherselfintheguestroom.

Rey:"Goaway.Oryouwantmetoleaveyour

housenow?"

Me:"Baby,Ijustwannatalk."

Ikeepknockinguntilshedecidestoopenup.

Rey:"What?"

Me:"WhatdidIdo?"

Rey:"So,yougoingtoask?"

Me:"Ijustdon'tseewhywearguing.I'msorry

formeddlinginyourbusiness.I'msorryfor

askingwhocalledyouonyourphone"

Isay,givingittoher.

Me:"Yourphoneisnoneofmybusiness.

Pleasecometobed."

Rey:"WhyshouldI?"

Me:"BecauseI'maskingnicely"

Rey:"What'sinitforme?"



Me:"Wecanmakeloveallnight"

Rey:"AndwhywouldIagreetothat?"

Me:"IfIremembercorrectly,youdidaskme

whatIwantformybirthdayandthisisit."

Rey:"YouHavecondoms?"

Me:"We'llbuythepilltomorrow"

Rey:"I'mnothavingunprotectedsexwithyou"

Me:"Whynot?"

Rey:"Romeo,weagreedonthis.Idon'twantto

fallpregnantagain.Notsosoonanddefinitely

notwhenI'mstillateenager."

Me:"Fine,let'sgobuythemnow.Ithinkthere's

somepharmacythat'sopen."

Rey:"Andthebaby?"

Me:"He'ssleeping.Wecan'ttakeasleeping

baby"

Rey:"I'mnotleavingmysonalone.Whatifthis



houseburnsuporsomething?"

Me:"Doyoureallyhavetobesodramatic?"

Shefoldsherarmsthenlooksatme.

Isigh,damnshe'ssostubborn.

Myphoneringsandit'sBandile.

Me:"Yeah?"

Bandi:"Youhome?I'monmyway"

Talkaboutperfecttiming.

Me:"Yeah,howfarareyou?"

Bandi:"I'mactuallyatthegate"

Me:"Amazing"

Isay,lookingatReythenIhangup.

Rey:"Andthen?"

Me:"ThatwasBandiandhe'shere"

Rey:"Icanseefromyoursmile.Mypoor

blossom"



Ilaugh,spankingherbutt.

Me:"Let'sgo.We'llbookaroomatthehotel

thencomebackinthemorning"

Rey:"Youbetternotrefusetowakeupinthe

morning"

Me:"Onmybirthday?Never"

Rey:"Good"

.

BANDILE

Me:"Romeo'shere"

Isay,asIopenthedoorforher.

IthentakeherbagandminethenIknockthen

openupformyself.

Romeo:"Wegoingout.Lookaftermysonfor

me"

Me:"Andhedoesn'tevenwaitformetogreet.

Whatthehelldude?"



Romeo:"We'llseeyouinthemorning.Bye

Krissie"

HetakesRey'shandthentheyleaveandKrissie

laughs.

Me:"It'snotfunny"

Krissie:"Atleastit'snotalittlebaby.He's

turningoneandhecanwalk"

Me:"Well,that'salittleconsolation"

Krissie:"Andhe'scute."

Ilookatherandsheburstsoutinlaughter.

Me:"Yeah,Igetthepointnow.Anythingto

drink?I'mhungry"

Krissie:"Whatdoyoufeellikeeating?I'llmake

yousomethingquickly"

Me:"Youcancookme?"

Shelooksatmelike,"areyouseriousrightnow?

"



Me:"Ididn'tknow."

Krissie:"Iactuallylovecooking.Ievendidlikea

oneyearcookingcourse,thoughitwaspart

time"

Me:"That'samazingMsJohnson's"

Krissie:"Thanks.Youstillhaven'ttoldmewhat

youhaving"

Me:"Baby,aslongasithasmeat.Idon'tcare"

Krissie:"Alrightbaby"

Iactuallyenvytheguywho'sgoingtomarryher.

Shemakesmegrilledbeefwithpapandgreen

salad.

Ittastessoamazingandthefoodsmellsso

good.

Me:"Thisisamazinglove"

Krissie:"Thankyou,Itry"

Me:"Youshouldjustmoveinwithme"



Shegigglessoftly.

Krissie:"Tempting"

Wewashthedishesaftereating,actuallyshe

does.

I'mnotabouttobesodomesticated.

Me:"I'mtirednow.Iwannasleep.It'sbeena

longdrive"

Krissie:"AndImissedyousomuch"

Me:"IknowandImissedyoutoo.Come"

ItakeourbagsAndwegotomyroom.

Iputthebacksdownandundress.

Krissie:"IwishIwasn'tonmyperiods"

Me:"Don'tworry.Icanwaitthreedays"

Then,wegetinbedandcuddletosleep.

.

.



I'mnotbackyet.

[07/25,10:04]W:ΔPURSUITOFLOVE&
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________________________________

EPISODETHIRTYTHREE

ROMEO

Mybirthday.

IswearI'VEneverfeltthiswayuponwakingup.

Ifelthertenderlipskissmeallovertheface.

Iusuallyhatewakingupearlyonweekendsbut

thiswomanmanagestowakemeupthistime.

Rey:"HappyBirthdayloverboy"

Me:"Youmakemesoundlikeaplayer"

Rey:"It'smypleasuresweetheart."

Ilaughthenkissherdeeplyuntilwe'reBothout



ofbreath.

Me:"Iloveyou"

Rey:"Iloveyoumoreandyoubetternotforget

that"

Me:"Iwon't.JustlikeIwouldneverremember

howwemet"

Rey:"Iwouldwannaforgetbutthatwould

meanforgettingyouso,damn,you'resucha

dominant"

Me:"ButIwasyoursubmissivethroughthe

night.I'mactuallysurprisedyouwokeupthis

early"

Rey:"I'dbesurprisedifIcouldwalk.Ihavea

sonAndifyoudidn'tknow,it'shisbirthday

today"

Me:"Let'sgoshowerthen.I'mgettingyou

drunktoday"

ShelaughsbutI'mactuallyserious.



Rey:"You'resuchabadboyfriend"

Me:"You'regettingdrunkwithmeandbyme.

Howdoesthatmakemeabadboyfriend?"

Rey:"Rightbutjustdon'tbesurprisedwhenthis

becomesAndrestassured,I'mgoingtoblame

you"

Me:"Canwegoshowernow?"

Shedoesn'tevendisputewithmeasweheadto

thebathroom.

.

FELICIA

Iwas15whenIfellpregnantAndIswearIwas

ashamed.

Ifeltlikesuchadisappointmentandthewords

myownmothersaidtome,toredeepinside.

ButneverdidIthinkofabortingmybaby.

Somehow,hewastheonlythingthatmade



sensethrougheverything.

Hegavemeareasontoholdon,gaveme

motivationtopersist.

AsmuchasI'maproudteenagemom,I

wouldn'tadviseanylittlegirltobe.

Myadvicewon'tbetellingyounottohavesex

butthatifyoudo,besafe.

Ok,letmestoppreaching.

MysonisonetodayAndI'msoexcited.

Ican'twaittosingforhimandjustholdhimin

myhands.

We'redoneshoweringsowegetdressedin

yesterday'sclothes.

Romeocan'tkeephishandsoffme.

Me:"Romeo,please"

Romeo:"Ireallycan'tgetenoughofyou"

Me:"Ireallycan'twaittogethome"



HeclickshistongueandIlaugh.

Wedon'tevenhavebreakfastbutleave

immediately.

Gettinghome,I'msoexcited.

Omegatriesrunningtomebutfallsonhisbutt.

Iruntopickmysonthensinghimhappy

birthday.

Bandi,KrissieandRomeosingwithmeandthe

happinessonMyson'sfaceisn'ttobesearched.

He'shappyAndthatmakesmeevenmore

happy.

Me:"Didyoubathhim?"

Bandi:"NobutKrissiedid"

Iturntolookather.

Me:"Thankyou"

Krissie:"It'sapleasure."

Well,asthedaygoeson,everythinggets



deliveredforthepartyandIactuallycan'twait.

Igetdressedinanavybluebodyhuggingdress

whichhasav-neckandanopenback.

Idon'twearheels,butrathergoforwhite

supergasneakers.

Romeocomesinandhugsmefrombehindas

hekissesmyneck.

Romeo:"Youlookbeautifulbaby"

Me:"Thankslove"

IputonMylipstickthenturntolookathim.

Me:"Youwearingshorts?"

Romeo:"They'recomfortable"

Me:"Youneverceasetoamazeme"

Romeo:"You'rethegirl,youcangoallpretty

providedyou'renottryingtoimpresssomedick

face"

Iactuallylaughatthat,disruptinghisspeech.



Romeo:"Andstillonthat,I'mactuallygoingto

murderwhateverdickfacetriestohitonyou.

Andifyoudarecheat,I'lllegitmurderhimin

yourpresence"

Me:"That'sveryverybad"

Romeo:"I'mserious."

Me:"IthinkI'mdonehere,I'mgoingtocheck

onourson"

I'mwaypastthepointofbeingscaredofhim

butthatdoesn'tmeanhisthreatsdon'tgetto

me.

Trustme,theydobutInevershowthat.

IactuallyhavetoactlikeI'mnotshakenbutI

am.

Iknowhowcrazyhecanget.

Hetakesmyhand,afterkissingmyforehead

andweleave.

There'sastretchtentwhichhasbeenputinthe



backofthehouseandit'sblackincolour.

Everythingjustlooksspectacular.

Romeo:"Iprefertobetheonecapturingevery

momentsoI'mgonnagogetmycamera.Ilove

you"

Me:"Okbaby,Iloveyoutoo"

Hekissesmycheekthenheleaves.

I'mstandingjustattheentranceofthetent.

Bandi,Krissieandafewothersarealready

seatedandOmegaisnotevenpayingattention

tomebutbecauseIwanthimtoenjoyhisday,it

doesn'tbotherme.

"Hey"

SomeonesaysbehindmeandwhenIturn,it's

mysisterwithAmberandherstepson.

Weshareahugthenshehandsmeagiftbag.

ThestepsonisholdingKarmenandI'mactually



notsurprisedTonyisnothere.

Whatsurprisesme,howeveristhepresenceof

hisson,who'seyesarefixedonme..I'mnot

sayingonmybody,ormyshoesbuthiseyes

areonme.

Tumi:"Thisplacelookswonderful.Whoeverdid

thedecoknowstheirjob"

Me:"Thankyou.Ofcoursethethemehadto

accommodatebothfatherandso,sowewenta

bitoverthetop."

IhearZanclickhistonguebutI'mnotbothered.

HehasissuesAndthey'renotanyofmy

business.

So,Iushertheminsidethengotomyseat,

whereI'mnexttoPink.

Pink:"Youdidn'ttellhe'shere,withher."

Me:"You'dalsobewithMarcoifhehadn'tleft."

We'reactuallywhisperingsinceBandiand



Krissiearesittinginthesametableasus.

Romeoissittingnexttome,holdingmyhand

underthetable.

Pink:"Idon'tknowwhyithurts"

Me:"Idon'tknowwhyhiseyescan'tkeepaway

fromyou"

Pink:"Icanfeelthat.Ican'tevenlookathim"

Me:"Idon'tknowwhoyoubothtryingtofool

becauseyou'renotovereachother"

Romeo:"Aobabyman"

Hesays,kissingmyneck.

Me:"StopitWena"

It'sareallygoodceremony.

Omegaisleavingwithmomafterthisandoh,

hehasreceivedsomanygiftsandsodidhis

father.

KhencamewithKitsoAndshe'sjustso



adorable.

Iexcusemyselftogotothetoilet,duringlunch.

JustafterwashingmyhandsandIgetout,I

findZanInourbedroom.

Outsidethedoorofourbedroom.

Me:"Whatthe..."

Zan:"Hi"

I'msurprisedbecausehe'salwaysbeingrudeto

me.

Andagain,thatmakesmyangerdecelerate.

Me:"Hi"

Zan:"Youlookbeautiful.You'resobeautiful"

Me:"Thisissoweird"

Zan:"CanIcallyoutonight?Sowecanmeet

andtalk"

Me:"What?WhythehellwillIwannatalktoyou

afterhowbadyou'vetreatedme?"



Zan:"I'mdisappointedyouletanoldmanfool

you.Ihatethathe'sstillfoolingyou."

Me:"You'rebeingdisrespectful."

Zan:"I'mbeinghonest.Youdeservemore.You

deservebetter"

Romeo:"Andyou'rethat?"

Zan:"Andwhodoyouthinkyouare,

eavesdroppingonmyconversation"

Romeo:"You'rehittingonmygirlandyouhave

theaudacitytoaskmesuchnonsense?Boy,

youhaveguts"

Zan:"IgotballsandIcan'tsaythesameabout

you"

RomeochucklesbutIcanseehe'sgettingmad

andZandreisactuallyrelaxed.

I'mwonderingifheknowsthekindofperson

myboyfriendis.

Romeo:"Boy,youbetterleavebeforeIfuck



yourfaceup"

Zan:"Idareyou.Nono,Idoubledareyou.Doit.

Tryingtouchingme"

Me:"Uh,IthinkIshould...Thisis...I'mjust

gonnagocheckonmys.."

Romeo:"You'renotgoinganywhere!"

Hesays,grabbingmeabittootightandthough

Itriedactinglikeitdoesn'thurt,Icouldn't.

Me:"You'rehurtingme"

Ididn'tevenknowhisfatherishereuntilIhear

himspeak.

Thando:"Leaveher"

Romeolet'sgoofmeandsuddenly,hesnaps

backintoreality.

Romeo:"Baby,I-"

Me:"Don't!"

Atearescapesfrommyeye.



HehadafirmgriponmeandifIwaslightin

complexion,itwouldbebad.

Zan:"SeewhatImean?"

Idon'tanswerbutinstead,Ijustwalkaway.

.

BANDILE

Ican'tkeepmyeyesawayfromher.

GodshelookssogoodandIwishshe'dstare

backsoIcouldlookherintheeyes.

I'dbelyingifIsaidIdon'tloveher.

IdoandIstillcan'tbelieveshegaveuponus

justlikethat.

Shedidn'tevenputinafight.

Krissie:"Babe,Ihavetogo"

Me:"Oh,why?"

Krissie:"Justbeensummonedhome.Mydad

issuchacontrolfreak"



It'sonlythenthatIrealiseshe'sonherphone.

Me:"I'lldropyouoff"

Krissie:"Thankyou"

WebothgetupfromourchairsandItakeher

handasweleave.

Iopenthedoorforherthengotomyside.

Thejourneytoherhouseisn'tthatlong,andit's

onlybecausemymindisjustnothere.

Ikissherlipsthenopenthedoorforherfrom

inside.

Me:"I'llcallyou.Iloveyou"

Krissie:"Iloveyoutoo"

Isighjustwhensheclosesmycardoorthengo

backtotheparty.

It'salittledarknowandthemusicispumping

outloud.

Iparkmycarandmakemywayinsidebutjust



asI'mabouttodothat,IbumpintoPink.

Me:"Youshouldwatchwhereyougoing"

Shelooksatmethenquicklylooksdown.

Pink:"I..I'mreallysorry"

Me:"Yeah,youshouldbe"

Pink:"Again,I'msorry"

Me:"Willyoujustlookatme?"

Isaysternlybecauseshe'sfrustratingme.

Shelooksatme,Hereyesasifarepoppingout.

Pink:"Huh?"

Iholdherface,withmythumbbrushingher

lowerlipwhilelookingstraightintohereyes..

Me:"Fuck!"

Ican'tholditanymore.

Ismashmylipsintoherhersandshegaspsbut

stillkissesmeback.



Ipressourbodiestogeetherasthekiss

deepenswithmyhandsonherbutt.

Itfeelssogoodbutit'swrongtoo.Shecheated

soIbreakitoff.

Me:"Ishould...Thiswasamistake"

Pink:"Bandi"

Me:"No!"

ThenIleave.

Ihaveto.

.

.
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_______________________________

EPISODETHIRTYFOUR



PINK

REJECTION.Thatreally,reallyhurts.

Iactuallydon'tmovebutstandinthesame

position,wonderingifthatjusthappened.

Felix:"AreyouOK?"

Ifeelmycheeksgetwet.Ifeellikesuchafool.

Ididthistous.IjustloveBandisomuch.

Idon'tknowwhyIcheatedandmovedonwith

thatsameguy

Shehugsme,andherwarmembraceisjust

whatIneedatthismoment.

Wemakeourwayintothehouse.

Becauseit'sgettingdark,noteveryonenotices

mymood.

Felix:"Whathappened?"

Me:"Imessedup.Ireallymessed.Ineedwine.

Ineedsomethingstrong"



Felix:"Alcoholwon'thelp,youknowthat"

Me:"It'sdefinitelygoingtomakemefeel

better"

Felix:"Actually,IthinkI'mgoingtojoinyou

there"

Me:"Youdon'tdrink"

Felix:"ButIwannafeelhelluvabetter"

Me:"Weed"

Felix:"What?"

Me:"Marijuanababy.It'sdefinitelygoingto

makethebothofusfeelsomuchbetter."

Felix:"Butwherearewegoingtofindit?"

Me:"Don'tworryaboutthat.Changeinto

somethingmorecomfortable,it'spartytime"

Shechangesintoanindigojumpsuitwhichis

shortwithanopenback.

ShematchesitwithherpinkAdidassneakers



andloosensherhair.

Me:"That'smorelikeit"

Wetakeacoupleofpictureswithherphone

andminebeforewelockbothourphonesinher

room.

It'sactuallyRomeo'sbedroombutthey'rea

couplesoyougetmypoint.

WebumpintoRomeo,who'smouthformsanO

whenheseesFelix.

Romeo:"Felicia,canwetalkforasecplease?"

Felix:"No"

Romeo:"Felicia!"

Felix:"IsaidNo!"

Hesighsthenjustnods.

Evenwhenthey'refighting,youcanfeelthelove.

Felix:"Let'sgotakesomeshots"

Romeo:"Ithoughtweweregoingtogetdrunk



together"

Felix:"Youthoughtwrong."

Romeo:"BathongFelicia"

Felix:"YoushouldatleastbegladthatI'mstill

talkingtoyou.Iloveyoubabybutyoumakeme

somadsometimes.I'llcometoyouwhenIfeel

like..Youknow"

Shewinksathimandhesmiles.

They'rewhatwecall,"relationshipgoals"

Anyway,weonlytaketwoshotsofvodka.

IseeBandiatadistanceandwatchhimlooking

atme,thenlooksawayimmediatelywhenour

eyesmeet.

Isigh,takingFelix'shandandwegooutside.

Wefindabunchofcolouredguyssmoking

hookahandweedandthey'remorethan

welcomingofus.



.

ROMEO

Me:"IthinkIshouldgocheckonher"

Bandi:"It'sonlybeenfiveminutes"

I'mtappingmyfootdownandtrynottoover

thinkmuch.

Ican'tevendrink.I'mworriedaboutthemother

ofmykids.

Bandi:"Youshouldhavesomebeerandrelax.

It'syourbirthday"

Me:"Idon'tfeellikedrinking"

Bandi:"Reyisgonnacometoyou,intoxicated

andshit.Youshouldjointheparty"

Me:"I'mhavingtwobeersthenafter,I'mgonna

gogether"

Bandi:"Aslongasyouloosenup,Mruptight"

Me:"WhenareyouandPinkfixingthings?"



Bandi:"There'snothinglefttobefixed"

Me:"You'vebeenstealingglancesather.Ibet

youalsowonderingwheresheisatthis

momentandwhatshe'sdoing"

Bandi:"Ican'thelpit.Iloveher"

Me:"Thengogether"

Bandi:"Ican't.It'stoosoon.I'mstillnotover

whathappened"

Me:"YougoingtohurtKrissieifyoucontinue

likethis"

Bandi:"IknowandIreallydon'twantthat"

Me:"Thenquitlyingtoyourself.YoulovePink.

Youwanttobewithher."

Bandi:"IalsowannabeWithKrissie.I'm

actuallyconsideringpolygamy."

IlaughbecauseIknowwhatwouldhappenifI

weretoeventhinkofit.



Me:"Feliciawouldliterallykillme"

Bandi:"I'manAfricanman.Idon'tseeanything

wrongwithfollowingmyforefathers'footsteps.

"

Me:"Andtheotherguy?"

Bandi:"See,that'soneofthereasonswhyI

haven'tdoneityet."

Me:"He'llalwaysbeinthepicture.Igiveyou

that"

Bandi:"I'llsticktoKrissie.Fornow"

Me:"I'mnotgoingtocommentanyfurther."

Bandi:"Goodchoice"

AndlikeIhadsaid,afterfinishingmysecond

canofbeer,Istandupandmakemyway

outside.

I'mtryingnottogetpissed.

Finally,Iseeherandthesightisnotpleasing.



Iseesomepunkrathertooclosetoherformy

likingandgettingcloser,it'sKristen.

It'sKristenfuckingRhodesJunior.

Me:"Felicia"

Immediatelywhensheturnstolookatme,Ican

seeshe'shigh.

They'reactuallystandinginashade,bythewall.

Rey:"Hi"

Me:"Whatareyoudoing?"

Rey:"Kriswastellingmethisfunnystory..."

Thensheburstsoutinlaughterandthis"Kris"

alsolaughs.

Me:"It'seitheryouwalkandfollowmeorI

carryyouinside"

Rey:"He'ssuchadominant.Alwaystellingme

whattodo."

Shesays，是Rollinghereyes.



Me:"ShouldIrepeatmyself?"

Rey:"Nosir.Kris,we'llresumethis

conversationonMonday.Anddude,Iwantthat

video"

'Kris':"I'msendingitnow.I'llcallyou"

Rey:"Awesome."

Shetriestohughim,inmyfuckenpresencebut

thelookonmyfacesaidenough.

Rey:"Wabora"

ShelaughsallthewaytoourroomandI'm

trying,reallytryingnottolosemycool.

Idon'twantarepeatofwhathappenedearlier.

Ilockthedoorafterwegetin.

Rey:"Whyareyoulockingthedoor?"

Shesays,squintinghereyes.

Ifoldmyarmsandsheburstsoutinlaughter.

Rey:"Youwannadosomethingtome?Oh,



pleasedo.Punishme"

Then,shestartstakingoffherjumpsuitwhile

laughing.

Then,shestartssinging.

Rey:"Webeallnight.."

She'snotwearingabra.

Herboob'swillalwaysbemyweakness.

Shecomesclosertome,thenpressesour

bodiestogether.

Rey:"Thisfeelssogood.Yousmellsogood"

I'mactuallyfeelingalltheangerthatIhad

subside,priortohertouch.

Ibitemylip,asshetakesoffmytopthenruns

herlittlehandsthroughmyupperbody.

Shethenstartssniffingme.

Rey:"It'slikeIcouldjusteatyounow"

Me:"Felicia"



She'smakingmeweak.She'sreallymakingme

andsimultaneouslyincreasingtheurgetojust

takehernow.

Rey:"Kissme"

Believemeshedoesn'trepeatthatagainasI

fallslavetohercommandandwekiss.

Ipickherup,andshewrapsherlegsaroundmy

waistasthekissacceleratesanddeepens.

AsIlayheronthebed,mymouthtastesher

sacks,whichI'vebeenyearningforandmy

handstravelstoherwonderfulblossom.

It'sthisblossomwhichspitalifeintothisearth

andinthislife,mybloodranthroughitsveins.

Hermoansareasweetmelodyintomyears

andcarryalotofmessages

Butinthatphrase,Ihearhercommandmeto

gofurther,deeper.

.



KADEN

Idon'tknowwhyIagreedtohavethiswine

yesterday.

JabuandIdidn'tstaylongatRomeo'splace.

Hesaidweshouldjustcomehaveourown

partyinhisflatandIdefinitelycouldn'tsayno

tothat.

Theaftermathnowisaheavyheadandabody

whichfeelslikeit'sbeenhitbyatrain.

Jabu:"Wakeupbeautiful"

Me:"I'mup"

Isaywithmyeyesstillclosed.

Jabu:"Imeangetupfrombed.Youneedto

showerthenmakeyourmansomebreakfast"

Me:"Thisistorture"

Jabu:"Stopbeingsuchababy"

Ipoutandgetup.



Ifeellikehell.Literally

Ibrushmyteethfirst,withhimwatchingme.

Me:"Yougonnawatchmeshower?"

Jabu:"Yep.Seeingthatyou'restillabit

disoriented,therehastobesomeonewatching

ifyoudoingitright,inthiscase,me."

Me:"I'mnotakid"

Jabu:"Butyou'remybaby.Goon,timebabe.

I'mhungry"

Irollmyeyesandtakeoffmypyjamasandget

intotheshower.

Hewatchesme,likehehadsaidandoffersto

dryme.

Ilethimdoit,thenhelotionsmybodyandpicks

outadressforme.

Jabu:"It'sSunday"

Idohaveclothesinhisflatandhesometimes



justbuysstuffforme,whichhethinkswillsuit

meandwhichI'lllike.

He'salwaysrightinthatregard

Imakehimbreakfastandweeat,andhegives

mesomepills.

Hedrivesmehome.Isleepinthewaybecause

I'mstilltired.

Immediatelywhenwearrive,Igostraighttomy

roomandtakeanap.

Ideserveit

Wakingup,Itakealongbathandwearashorts,

withatanktopandflops.

Iwalktothekitchen,momhasmadelunchand

sitdown.

Mom:"IalmostthoughtmyhusbandandIare

havinglunchalone"

Me:"Wherearethetwins?"



Mom:"Eversincetheystarteddating,they're

neverhome."

Dad:"Andyou'reallowingthat"

Mom:"Wehavetoacceptthey'regrowingup.

Shieldingkidsfromtheworldalwaysdoesmore

harmthangood.Iftheyexperienceslight

freedomathome,theywon'tberebelliousin

varsity."

Dad:"You'resosmart"

Mom:"That's,whyyoumarriedme"

Me:"Canweshifttheattentiontome?"

Mom:"You'resojealous"

Me:"IwonderwhoItookafter"

Mom:"Kyle,talktoyourdaughter"

Dad:"Shetookaftermebaby."

Mom:"Good"

Me:"Mom,I'vemetmysister"



Mom:"I'mnotfollowing"

Me:"HernameisPhoebe.She'sKrisi's

daughter."

Dad:"How?"

Me:"She,saysshetrackedmedown,hiredaPI

andstuff"

Mom:"Soundscreepy"

Me:"She'saprophet"

Mom:"Really?"

Me:"Yeah"

Mom:"Herfatherisanapostle.Iguessit

makessense"

Dad:"Iwanttomeether."

Mom:"Inviteherfordinner"

Me:"Youguysdon'thaveaproblemwiththat?"

Dad:"Notatall"



Mom:"Wejustwantyoutobehappy.That'sall

"

Me:"Thankyousomuch"

Them:"Weloveyou"

Igigglebecausetheyspokeinoneaccord.

Me:"Iloveyoutoo"

.

.

[07/25,10:07]W:EPISODETHIRTYFIVE

KADEN

It'safewweekslaterandthebeginningofMay.

I'mInthekitchenandI'mhelpingmymom

preparedinner.

TheGriffithsarecomingandthisdinnerhas

longbeenawaited.



I'mreallyjusthopingforthebest.Ihopethe

dinnergoesonsmoothlyandweallgetalong.

Mymomhasabigkitchenandwe'rewithdad

andthetwinswhoareontheirphones.

Dad:"You'veneverwenttosuchextendswhen

preparingdinnerforme"

Mymomisasplendidcookandshesaysshe's

tryinganAustraliandish,whichisprobablywhy

dadiscomplaining.

Mom:"Really?"

Dad:"Youhaveeventakenoutourimported

plates,whichnoneofushaveeverused.I'm

sorrybabybutyourmomisbeingsuspicious"

Ilaughandheactuallylooksserious.

Me:"You'reactuallyright.Mom,what'sup?"

Mom:"Incaseyoubothweren'taware,I'm

hostingaprophet."

Dad:"She'snotProphetElijah.ComeonCharity



"

ThetwinsAndIburstoutinlaughter.

Momgaspsthenrollshereyes.

Mom:"I'mnotgoingtoentertainyou.I'm

honouredtobehostingsuchanointinginmy

housesoexcusemeforbeingunabletohold

myself"

Justassheconcludeshersentence,there'sa

knockonthedoorandIgoattendit.

IhearmomtellJadetogocallMikeandHope.

Iopenthedoorandit'smysisterwithher

husbandandAriel.

Ihugthembeforemakingspacesotheycan

getin.

Me:"Fam,thisisPhoebeandWilliamGriffiths

andtheirdaughterAriel"

Mom:"Lovelymeetingyouall.I'mCharityand

thisismyhusband,Kyle.Welcometoour



home"

Phoebe:"Thankyouforhavingus"

Me:"ThisisHopeandherfiance,MikeAnd-"

Twins:"JadeandJada"

Theysaysimultaneously.

Weallsitdownasmomsetsthetableandfora

moment,thingsaregoingwell.

Dad:"So,whynow?"

MyjawdropsasIlookathimandhiseyesare

fixedonPhoebe,morelikethrowingdaggersat

her.

Ilookatmomwithapleadinglookandshe

clearsherthroatbeforespeaking.

Mom:"Kyle"

Phoebe:"It'sok.Iwasexpectingthis"

MomnodsandIletoutasighofrelief.

Phoebe:"LikeItoldJabu,herboyfriend,Ionly



foundoutIhaveasisterafterreadingmom's

book.AfterIdid,Itriedaskingheraboutyoubut

shewaspregnantanddadtoldmetonotstress

her.That'swhenIhiredaPItohelplookforher

andthat'showwe'rehere."

Dad:"You'reaprophet,right?"

Phoebenodswhilemymindwonderswhere

dadisgoingwiththis.

Istealaglanceatmymomwhoisabouttobust

Dad:"ThenareyoutellingmeGoddidn'treveal

hertoyou?Imeanherevealshiddenmysteries

andsecretstohisprophets"

MikelaughsAndatthismoment,I'mgrateful

Jabuisn'there.Iwouldhavebeenso

embarrassed.

Hecouldn'tcomebecauseofassignmentsand

Icompletelyunderstand.

Mom:"Kyle,that'senough!"



Dad:"I'mjustcurious.Phoebedoesn'tmind,

rightPhoebe?"

Phoebe:"Godhadaplanforme.Wedidn'tjust

moveToSouthAfricaforKaden.Hehasa

missionandhe'sexecutingitasbestashe

knows."

Dad:"What'stheplan?"

Phoebe:"You'regoingtobeagrandfathersoon.

Ithinkyoushouldprepareyourselfforthatand

leaveGod'splanstoHim."

Mom:"Wait,what?"

MomlooksatmeandIshrug.

Me:"I'msavingmyselfformarriage,remember?

"

Hope:"Toosoontotell"

Phoebe:"Thankyoufordinner.Wedohopethat

thenextonewillbebetterthanthis.AndKyle,

it'sboth"



ShestandsupandIwalkthemout.

Me:"Dad,really?"

Dad:"Whatdidshemeanwhenshesaid,'it's

both'?

Me:"Youbasicallychasedthemout"

Dad:"Who'spregnantandwhatdoesboth

mean?"

Mom:"Sooncouldbeanytime.Itcouldeven

meanyears"

Dad:"Youbetterprayit'sHopesinceshe's

gettingmarriedorIswearI'mgoingtokill

someone"

Heclickshistongue,standsupandvacatesthe

room

Isigh.Ireallydidn'tthinkthingswillturnoutthis

bad.

Mike:"Baby,weshouldgoandmakethose

babies.Ijustgotpermissionfrommyfatherin



law"

Mom:"I'mstillhere!"

Wealllaugh.Atleastthateasesthemood.

.

BANDILE

Me:"Baby,wakeup"

Ishakeherlightly.She'svisitingmeforthe

weekend.

SheopensherbeautifuleyesandIkissherlips

Me:"I'mhungry"

Shegroansbeforepullingtheblankettocover

herface.

She'sbeenactingupsinceIpickedherfromthe

airportlastnight.

Shedidn'tevenwantustomakelove.

Me:"Krissie?"



Shedropstheblanketthensitsdown.

Krissie:"Doyouloveher?"

Me:"who?"

Krissie:"Don'tplaydumbwithme.Youknow

exactlywho"

Isigh,andasItrytotouchherhand,shepulls

away.

Me:"Doyoutrustme?"

Krissie:"Iusedto.Butnow,Ijustdon'tknow"

Me:"I'msorryyou'rehurting"

Krissie:"Areyousorryit'syourfault?"

Me:"Idon'tevenknowwhatIdid"

Krissie:"Pink.I'mtalkingaboutPink."

Me:"Herewegoagain"

It'sbeenlikethiseversinceRomeo'sparty.

She'sbeenusingherineveryargument.



Krissie:"Actually,Ishouldgo"

Me:"Youjustgothere"

Krissie:"I'mtiredofbeingyoursextoy!"

Me:"Don'tYoudareraiseyourvoiceatme"

Krissie:"There'savideoBandi.Someonesentit

tomeanonymously.Iknowwhathappened"

Ifeelmyworldspinasshesaysthatwitha

breakingvoice.

Me:"Whatvideo?"

Krissie:"Ofyoutellingherhowmuchyoulove

her,thenyoukissedher"

Me:"Oh"

There'snothingIcansay.Itried,GodknowsI

triedbutI'vebeenbattling.

IlovePink,IreallydoandI'mnotabouttodeny

that.

Krissie:"Wow"



Me:"I'msorry"

Krissie:"SaveitBandile.Ihopeshemakesyou

happy"

Me:"Youleavingme?"

It'sthelastthingIwant.Ididn'tmeantohurt

herbutmyloveforPinkistoostrong.

Ican'thideitanymore.

ButIalsocan'tloseKrissie.She'sbeenapartof

mylifeforawhilenow,she'sgrownand

maturedandshe'sveryloyal.

Krissie:"NobutI'mNotabouttobeasecond

choice.I'maJohnson'sandwedon'trolllike

that"

Shegetsupanddisappearstothebathroom.

Isitdownonthebedandburymyheadonmy

thighs.

Maybethisiswhat'sbest.



.

PINK

I'vebeenthinkingaboutBandiandthekiss.

Ithappenedtwoweeksbackandwe'vebeenin

toucheversince.

Marco:"DidyouhearwhatIsaid?"

Iimmediatelysnapoutofitandlookathim

Me:"What?"

Marco:"Whatthefuckisgoingonwithyou?!"

Hescreamsandstartlesme.

Idon'treplybutlookathiminshock.

Marco:"Areyoucheatingonme?"

Me:"What?Ofcoursenot"

Marco:"Good.Baby,I'msorryforraisingmy

voice"

Igivehimaweaksmile.I'mstillshockedby



whatjusthappened.

Hepullsmetohimandkissesmyforehead.

Marco:"Iloveyou"

Me:"Iloveyoutoo"

HislipsmovefrommyforeheadtomylipsAnd

wekiss.

It'saround5PMandI'mhome,playingwith

Chris.

Momisupstairswiththetwins.

IhearvoicesandFelixwalksinwithKristen.

Kristen:"Tellmewhenyouwannaleave"

Then,hegoesupstairs.

Me:"Andthen?"

Felix:"Icametocheckuponyou.Isthata

problem?"

Me:"Youspendingalotoftimewithmybrother

"



Felix:"Iknow.Howareyouthough?"

Me:"I'mgood.Ijustcan'tstopthinkingabout

Bandile"

Felix:"Krissiecalledme.Theybrokeup.Poor

girlcouldn'tstopcrying"

Theyaresoclose.Almostascloseasweare

andI'dbelyingifIsaidIlikethat.

Igetsojealouswhentheyhangoutorpost

picturestogether.

ImustadmitthatI'mgladtheybrokeup.

Felix:"Youcan'tevenhideyourhappiness"

Me:"Andhoney,I'mnotgoingtotry."

Webothbustoutinlaughter.

ChrisleftwithKristensoit'sjustus.

I'msohappy,Icanbarelycontainmyself.

.

.



[07/25,10:08]W:EPISODETHIRTYSIX

ROMEO

It'sbeenafewdayssinceItalkedtoRey.

Idon'tknowwhat'sgoingonwithher,orwithus

forthatmatter.

It'sFridayandI'vedecidedtosparetimeand

spenditwithherandmyson.

Ijusthopeshe'snottoobusyforme.Idon't

wanttothinkshe'scheatingoranythingdrastic.

Iparkmycaratherhomethengoout.Ihope

she'shere.

It'saround4PM.Sheshouldbebackfrom

schoolnow.

Iknockandherlittlebrotheropens.

Me:"Heydude"

Teboho:"AbutRomeo"



Me:"Isyoursisterhere?"

Teboho:"Idon'tknow.Youcancomein,I'llgo

check"

InodasImakemywayinside.Omegarunsto

meandIpickhimup,thenputhimonmythigh.

Hecomesbackafterawhile.

Teboho:"She'sinherroom"

Inodthengetupandgotoherroom.

Ifindhersleeping.Shelooksdeadasleep.

IputOmegadownthenshakeher.

Rey:"What?"

Me:"Wakeup"

Sheopenshereyesthensitsup.

Rey:"Andthen?"

Sheasks,rubbinghereyes.

Me:"Whatdoyoumean?"



Rey:"Whyareyoudisturbingmypeacefulsleep?

"

Me:"Iactuallycan'tbelieveyousayingthat.I

camebackearlyfromworksowecanspend

sometimetogetherthenwenayousaythat?"

Rey:"I'llgoshowerquickly"

Me:"Wow"

Rey:"Whatnow?"

Isigh.She'sbeenlikethisandIfeellikeshe's

pushingmeaway.

It'slikeshedoesn'tevencareifwemeetorif

wedon't.

Iplaywithmysonafterpackinghisbagashis

momshowers.

Me:"Idon'tknowwhat'supwithyourmom.

She'sstressingme"

Omega:"Mamamcgsshyjgsshj"



IlaughbecauseIhavenoideawhathe'strying

tosay.

Rey:"Don'tturnmysonagainstme"

Me:"Whatdoyouwantforyourbirthday?"

Rey:"It'sMay,mybirthdayisinAugust"

Me:"So?"

Rey:"Ihaven'tthoughtaboutit.Itdoesn'treally

matter.I'mturning17"

Me:"I'llthrowyouapartyke"

Rey:"Isitcoldoutside?"

Me:"Justchilly.Ithoughtwegoingtomyplace

"

Rey:"Ithoughtwegoingout"

Me:"Youwannagoout?"

Rey:"UhIdo"

Me:"Thenwe'llgoout"



It'shardmaintainingaconversationnow

becauseitseemsshe'snotinterestedormaybe

it'sjustme.

Anywayweleaveinmycarandtherideissilent.

She'smostlyinherphoneandnotengagingin

anyconversationwithme.

I'mwonderingifshe'snotfeelingmeanymore

orwhatsup.

Me:"Doyoustillwanttobewithme?"

Iaskbecausethesilenceistooloud.We're

havingourdessertnow.

Shelooksatmeforafewsecondsbefore

replying.

Rey:"Whereisthatcomingfrom?"

Me:"Whenlastdidyoutextme?Orevenreturn

mycalls?Wenevermeetnow.It'sFriday,Ilast

sawyouonSunday.Wedon'teventalklikewe

usedto"



Rey:"You'reactuallyright.I'msorry"

Me:"What'sgoingon?Youfoundsomeone

else?"

Rey:"Notreally.I'vejustbeenbusywithschool.

I'mdoinggrade11andIhavetomakesureI

pass"

Me:"Sparinganhouradaywon'thurt"

Rey:"Alotcanbedoneinonehour"

Ihuff,realisinghowitseemsI'mtheonlyone

whocares.

Me:"I'lldropyouoffatyourplace."

Isaythencallthewaitertosettlethebill.

I'mdefeated.Iknowshe'slying

I'mactuallythinkingthatmaybe,justmaybe

she'scheating.

Idoknowthat'ssomethingI'dneversurvive.

IjusthopeI'mbeingcrazy.



.

BANDILE

It'sbeentwoweekssincesheleftme.

I'dbelyingifIsaiditdidn'taffectmealittle.

Itdid.ThelastthingIwantedwastohurther

andIhatemyselffordoingthat.

I'vegivenherherspace.Wehaven'tspoken

sinceshelefthereandI'mgoinghomenow.

Ihopeshe'llagreetomeetupwithme.

Ioweheranapology.Asincereoneforthat

matter.

Ihopeshegetstounderstand.I'minlovewith

someoneelseandmaybethishappenedforthe

best.

Zendae:"Youready?"

Me:"I'malldone,wecango"

Zendae:"Can'twaittoseemygirl"



Me:"Ifshewasn'twhite,I'dsayshefedyou

something"

Helaughsasweleavewithourbags.

Theuberdropsusoffattheairportandwe

boardtheplane.

WearriveinJohannesburgandRomeoishere

topickusup.

HedropsZendaeofffirstthendrivesmehome.

Me:"You'reawfullyquiet"

Romeo:"I'msexuallyfrustrated"

IlaughathimthoughIseehe'sserious.

Me:"YouhaveAgirlfriend"

Romeo:"Shedoesn'tcare"

Me:"Thatdoesn'tsoundlikeFelicia"

Romeo:"Maybeshefoundsomeoneelse"

Me:"Ifyouleaveher,she'llmoveontohimlike

y'allneverhappened"



Romeo:"She'sfriendswithyourgirl.Youknow

birdsofthesamefeathersflocktogether"

Me:"It'sworse.Youguyshaveakidtogether"

Romeo:"Ican'trememberthelasttimewe

spenttimetogether.Ithinkit'stwoweeksback

whenItookheroutbutitdidn'tgowell."

Me:"Don'tjumpintoanyconclusions"

Romeo:"I'mjumpingtoanewpussy"

Me:"Bettermakesurethere'snofeelings

involved"

Romeo:"Definitely.Getthefuckouttamycar.

I'mgoingout"

Me:"Youleavingmebehind?"

Romeo:"Hellyeah"

Ilaughandgetoutwithmybag.

It'sjustaround7PM.

IdecidetocallKrissieaftergettingintomy



room.

Shepicksuponthesecondring.

Krissie:"Bandile"

Me:"Canwemeet?"

Krissie:"Whatdoyouwant?"

Me:"Ijustwannatalk"

Krissie:"Youhere?InJohannesburg?"

Me:"Yes.Ijustgothere"

Krissie:"YouknowwhereIlive.Comepickme

up"

Me:"Alright"

Igotomomandsheborrowsmehercar.

Anyway,Idrivetoherhomeandtextherewhen

Igetthere.

OfcourseI'moutsideandIlightacigarette

whilewaitingforher.



Shecomes,wearingveryhighthighbootswith

alongsleevedshortdressandajacket.

Shelooksbeautiful.Icanseeherbecauseof

thelightsoutsideherhouse.

Me:"Youlookgood"

Krissie:"Iknow"

Me:"Givemeahug"

Krissie:"Don't.Openthedoorforme"

IdoasI'mtoldthenfinishupwithmysmoking

andthrowthestoppieaway.

Me:"Howhaveyoubeen?"

Iaskassoonaswegetatthehotel.

Krissie:"Doyoureallywannaknow?"

Me:"Iwouldn'thaveaskedifIdidn't"

Krissie:"I..I'vebeenmiserable.It'snoteasy

losingsomeoneyoulovebutthere'snothing

youcandoifthey'reinlovewithsomeoneelse"



Me:"I'msorryIhurtyou"

Krissie:"Atleastyoudidn'tdoitaftersixyears"

Me:"IhatethatIhurtyou."

Isay,gettingclosertoher.

Krissie:"Don't...Don'teventhinkoftouching

me"

Me:"I'mreallysorry"

Shelooksatmewithhertearyeyes.

Krissie:"Iloveyou.Istillfuckenloveyouand

I'vebeenprayingforyoutolovemebutit'sa

losingbattle"

Me:"Ba..Krissie,I.."

Krissie:"Don'tsayit"

Shewhispers.

Ipullherclosertome.Shetriestofightmeoff

butI'mstronger.

Me:"I'mreallysorry"



.

HOPE

Iamfeelingsoanxious.We'vealreadysetthe

dateforthewedding,whichwillbeonthefirst

weekofSeptemberandIalreadyfeellikewe

don'thaveenoughtime.

Myfiancèistoochilledifyouaskme.

HefeelsI'mexaggerating.I'vehiredaplanner

becauseIalsohavetofocusonmyschool.

Medicineisnotchild'splay.

Mike:"Baby,let'sgo"

Me:"Justaminute"

Wehaveanappointmentwithmyplanner.

It'sSaturday.

Iputonmyearringsandwecanfinallyleave.

Wespendhalfofourdaywiththeplannerthen

gohavelunchatahotel.



Me:"Howfarareyouwithmydress?"

Mike:"ItoldyouIgotthis"

Me:"Youbetter.Septemberisjustaroundthe

corner"

Mike:"Iknowbaby.Iactuallyfeellikeitstoofar.

Iwannawifeyounow"

Ilaugh.

Me:"IknowbabybutIdeservemyfairytale

wedding"

Mike:"Definitely.You'remyprincess"

Me:"IthoughtIwasaqueen"

Mike:"You'rewaytoobeautiful"

Me:"Iloveyou"

Mike:"Iknow.That'swhyyoumarryingme"

Ilaugh

Me:"FuckyouMichael"



Mike:"Wecandoitrighthere,rightnow"

Me:"You'remad"

.

.

[07/25,10:09]W:EPISODETHIRTYSEVEN

PINK

I'minmyroom,holdingAriel.They'reso

beautifulandIreallylovemylittlesisters.

She'sfallingasleepsoIrockheruntilshe

sleepsthenwalktohercot.

Iputherdownandwatchthemsleepingfora

whilethengobacktomyroom,whereIfindmy

phoneringing.

Me:"Hello?"

Isay,notbotheringtocheckthecallerID.

"It'sme,areyoufree?"



Me:"Ba...Bandile?"

HelaughsontheothersideandIgetasense

thathe'sdrunk.

Bandi:"You'renotreallyansweringmyquestion

andjustincaseyoudon'tknow,Istillremember

myname"

Igigglesoftly.

Me:"Mxm,yesI'mfree"

Bandi:"Isyourasscleanedup?"

Me:"Nopandit'snotevengoingtobother"

Bandi:"GoodbecauseIwouldn'tminddoingit.

I'moutside"

Me:"Bandile,areyoucrazy?"

Bandi:"Iwantyou,wozaman"

Me:"I'minmypyjamas"

Bandi:"Baby,yousexyinanything,evenifit's

nothing"



OK,he'smanagedtomakemeblushandIthink

heknowsthat.

Bandi:"Areyoucomingoryouwantmetohoot?

Icouldjustcomeinand-"

Me:"Fine,I'mcoming"

Bandi:"Goodgirl.Anddon'tshower"

Me:"IshoweredbeforeIworethese"

Bandi:"I'mnotgoingtohangup,Iwannahear

youmove."

Andhedoesn't.Iputonmysneakersthenfix

myhair.Idon'tbotherchangingoutofmy

pyjamasbutquicklygowashmymouth.

ItakemyphonethenGo,passingdadwho's

sittinginthelounge.

I'msurprisedhedoesn'tsayanythingbutIwalk

out.

He'sleaningbyhiscar,smokingacigaretteand

Icanseehisprettyfaceintheshade.



Ievengetgoosebumps.

Helooksdownatme,bitinghislipandIblush.

Bandi:"Damngirl"

Igigglesoftly,lookingdown.

Hethrowsitawaythenpullsmetohisbody,

squeezingmeabit.

Hesmellssogood,it'sintoxicating.

Bandi:"Come,getin"

Me:"Whereareyoutakingme?"

Bandi:"Areyoureallygoingtoask?"

Me:"I'm16andaschoolkid,Ican'tjust

disappear"

Bandi:"Shutupandkissme"

Hedoesnotwaitforareplybutsmasheshis

lipsonmine.

Ireply,withhimpinningonhiscar.Hishands

runallovermybodythenlandonmybutt.



Theenergyhereisprettyhigh,Ifeelhishands

onmynakedbuttandIcanfeelmyselfgetting

moreandmoreinthemood.

Hebreaksitbuthedoesn'tremovehishands

frominsidemyundies.

Bandi:"Thisfeelslikehome"

Me:"Imissedthis"

Bandi:"Let'sgograbsomethingtoeat.I

promiseI'llbringyouback"

Me:"OK"

Heopensthedoorforme,andIgetinthenhe

goestohisside.

Heplayssomeslowjamsashedrives.Wego

tosteersandIgoforaburgerwhilehegoesfor

someribs.

Heordersshakesforusaswewaitforour

order.

He'slookingatmedeeplyintheeyes.



Bandi:"Areyoustillwiththat...WithMarco?"

Me:"I..Uhm.."

Bandi:"It'sasimplequestion.Eitheryesorno"

Me:"Y..Yes,westilltogether"

Bandi:"Why?"

Me:"Whatdoyoumean?"

Bandi:"Whatareyouholdingonto?"

Me:"Youaskingmeadifficultquestion"

Bandi:"Istillcan'tbelieveyouchosehimover

me,aftereverythingwehadbeenthrough"

Me:"Bandileplease"

Bandi:"DoyouknowKrissieleftmebecause

sheknowsIloveyou?"

Me:"Becauseof..Me?"

Bandi:"Yes.IletherleavebecauseIdidn't

wannahurthermorethanIhadalreadydid"



Me:"It's...It'sreally...Wow"

Bandi:"Iloveyou,somuchandIwantyouback.

I'mtiredoflyingtomyself.We'regetting

marriedintwoyears"

Ilaughalittle.

Me:"Youstillremember?"

Bandi:"IneversaystuffIdon'tmean"

Me:"I'll..I'llleavehim.IloveyouandIalsowant

tobewithyou"

Bandi:"Ihopeyou'resureaboutthat.Idon't

wantanyofthisbullrecurring"

Me:"Iam.Iwantthis,Iwantus"

Bandi:"Comesealitwithakiss"

Me:"We'reinpublicandyou'reapublicfigure"

Bandi:"Iwantthewholeworldtoknowyou

minesodon'tmakemebeg"

.



REY

Ithrowmyselfontopofthebedfrom

exhaustion.

Shecomesin,likeshe'sbeenfollowingme.

Mom:"Hehwena!"

Me:"Idon't...Idon'thaveanymoneyma"

Mom:"Waaka,Romeogivesyoumoney.He's

richandhedrivesafancycar."

Me:"IgaveyouR1000lastweek.Ican'task

himformoremoney"

Mom:"Don'tmakeyourproblemsmine.I've

beenfeedingyouandyourson,doing

everythingforyou"

Isigh.Ireallydon'thaveanymoneytogiveher.

Mymomhasbeenmakinglifedifficultforme

eversinceshestartedgambling.

Itryspendingtimeawayfromhometoavoid



this,henceI'mwithKristenmostofthetime.

Ican'teventellRomeobecausethingsaren't

thatgoodbetweenusandIalsodon'twanthim

tofeelIonlywantmoneyfromhim.

Mom:"Yeyii,Ican'tmissoutonFifibecauseof

you"

I'mgladOmegaiswithRomeo.Ihateitwhen

shedoesthisinhispresence.

IgivehermylastR200andshewalksout.

Iclosethedoorthenthrowmyselfagainonthe

bed,burstingoutintears.

Ithurts.Ithurtssomuch.Ihatefeelinglikethis

Ihatehowmymomtreatsme.Idon'tknowwhy

lifehastobethisdifficultforme.

WhenI'mdonewithmycryingsession,Idecide

toshower.

Idecidetodressup,tryingtocheerupplusI

missmyson.



He'stheonewhomakessenseinthishouse.

IwearablackchinowithablackadidasT-shirt

andadenimjacket.Iwearblackankleboots

thencombmyhair.

It'soneoftheraredayswhereIputonmakeup.

It'sachilledSaturday.

Ipoursomeperfume,takemybagthenleave.

TebohoisvisitingTumi.

Ihearshe'sleavingforNewYorksoon.Lifeis

goingprettywellforher,alwayshasbeen.

She'salwayshadineasyinlife.Ifonlysheknew

whatIamgoingthroughrightnow.It'snot

somethingI'dwishonanyone.

It'saround4pm.

Thetaxidropsmerightathishouseandhiscar

isoutside.

It'slockedbutIopenupwithmykey.There'sa,



wineglasswithlipstickstainssoIassumehe

hascompany.

Igoupthestairs,IheargigglesandIcanfeel

mybloodpressurerise.

He'snotinhisbedroomsoIgotothe

guestroom.

Thedoorisopen.

Romeo:"And..Here"

Hesays,ashegiveshercleavage.Thisall

seems,surrealtome.

It'sprettyhardtoreact.Ican'tbelievethis.I

don'twantto.

Iclearmythroat.Theybothlookatme.

Me:"Ismysonhere?"

Romeo:"Rey?Whatareyoudoinghere?"

Me:"Ijustcametocheckuponmyson.Imiss

him"



Romeo:"He...He'swith..Uhm..WithKhen"

Me:"Oh,OK"

Romeo:"Look,I-"

Me:"Don't.I'msorryfordisturbingy'allgirl"

Imustadmit,she'spretty.LikeTumi,shelooks

likeasupermodel.

I'mactuallywonderingwhatIwasexpecting.He

cheatedonTumiwithme.

IgetataxirightwhenI'matthegateandI'mtoo

exhaustedtogohome.Ihavemycardwithme,

andI'mgratefulthatIdon'tpayinataxi

becauseofRomeo.

I'matthemallnowsoIgowithdrawR50.I've

putmostofmymoneyinafixedinvestment

accountsoI'mprettymuchgoingbankrupt.

Ibuywinethengotothenearestparkanddrink,

whiletryingnottothinkmuch.

Idon'tevenrealisethere'sacarinfrontofme



untilIsmellacologne.

Lookingup,it'sZan.

Zan:"Ineverthoughtofyouasadrunkard"

Me:"Zandre,I'mnotinthemood"

Zan:"What'sgoingon?Youlooklikeyouabout

toburst"

Me:"Wouldn'tyouliketoknow"

Ithinkthewineisgettingtomenow.

Zan:"Boyfriendtroubles"

Me:"Zan,justfuckoff.I'mnotinthemoodfor

yourbullshit"

Isay,standingupandpushinghimalittle.

Zan:"Youlookgoodforsomeonewithabroken

heart"

He'sholdingmyhands.

Me:"Letgoofme!"



Zan:"I'mtakingyouhome"

Me:"I'mnotgoingthere"

Zan:"Youcan'tbedrunklikethisandalone,it's

gettinglate"

Me:"Whydoyoucareandwhatareyoudoing

here?"

Zan:"Misseddad.I'mspendingtimewiththem

sinceIWon'tLeavewiththem"

Me:"Mustbenicehavingparentswholoveyou.

"

Zan:"Itis."

Helet'sgoofmeandIsitdown.Hewatches

measIfinishthelastbitofmywine.

Hethenopensthedoorformethenstartsthe

car.

I'mactuallygratefulOmegaisnotwithme.

Zan:"Doyoureallywannagohomelikethat?"



He'soutsidemygate.

Me:"Yes.Iwannasleep"

HenodsthenIopenup.

Romeo'scarisinmyyard.I'mreallynotinthe

moodforhim.

IfindhimintheLounge,withmymom.

Ijustpassthemthengotomyroomandlock

thedooraftergettingin.

Idon'teventakeoffmyshoes.Ithrowmyself

onthebedthendozeoff.

.

ROMEO

Ma:"WeitseIdon'tknowwhat's,wrongwithher.

She'scominghome,drunkthenlocksherselfin

herroom.I'mevenscaredofher"

Mymindisnotwithher.I'mactuallywondering

howReyisfeeling.



Ihate,whatIdidbutshe,didn'tseemhurt.

Iactuallywonderifit'swhatshewanted.She

wentdrinkingyetshedoesn'tdrink

HermomhasbeencomplainingandIwonderif

it'strue.

Me:"Ma,I'llseeyou.I'llsendFeliciathemoney"

Ma:"OKmokgwenyana"

Itakemycarkeysand,leave,callingViolaasI

do.

Me:"I'mtakingyouout"

.

.
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PINK

Happiness.IneverthoughtI'llseethatagain.I

didn'tthinkI'dfindmyselfwakingupwitha



smileandlookingforwardtoanewday.

I'matpeace,contentbecauseIhavemylove

back.

IknowthatI'llneverbeabletosurvivelosing

himagainandI'mwillingtodoeverythingto

ensureitdoesn'thappenagain.

Istillthinkofyesterdayandsmile.Bandileis

justthebest.Hemakesmehappy.Genuinely

happy.

It'sSundaysoIwakeupandtakeabath.I'm

evengoingtochurch.

Aftermybathandeverythingafterthat,Iget

dressedinawhitedressandoliveheels.

Icombmyhairandholditinalazybun.It's

beenawhilesinceIdidit,butIdostraightenit.

Anyway,Itakemybag,putinmyBibleand

whateverImightneedandgooutwithmy

phoneonmyhand.



Itrings,avideocallfromBandile.

Bandi:"Let'sgotochurch"

Hedoesn'tevengreet.

Me:"GoodmorningtoyoutooBandile"

Bandile:"You'realreadydressedup,whichis

good.I'mcomingtogetyou"

Me:"Ihaven'thadbreakfast"

Bandile:"Wehavemuggandbeanforthat.

Comeonbaby"

Dad:"Hellobaby"

Thenhestandsrightbymyside,lookingatmy

phone.

Dad:"So,you'rebacktogethernow?"

Me:"I'llcallyouback"

Isaythenimmediatelyhangup.

Me:"Reallydad?"



Dad:"What?"

Me:"Firstly,thatwasrude"

Dad:"Secondly,you'rebacktogether"

Me:"Wefixedthings"

Dad:"Good,nowyou'llstopbeingmiserable

andstalkingthepoorguyandKrissieonsocial

media"

Me:"Father!"

Dad:"Enjoyyourbreakfastatmuggandbean.

And,beinformedthatIamgoingtotellTinny

everything"

Me:"Likeyoualwaysdo,Igetit"

Dad:"Yep,enjoy"

Hekissesmycheekthengoesonhisway.

IfindBandileparkedrightatthegateandhe

opens,thedoorforme.

He'slookinggoodinhisformalwear,hislocks



alltiedup.

Me:"Youlookgood"

Bandi:"Ican'tmatchuptomysassygirlfriend.

AreyousureyougoingtopraiseGod?"

Me:"Whatdoyoumeanbabe?"

Bandi:"Imeanmama,youonfire.I'mactually

feelingtheheatfromhere.HowamIgoingto

beabletolistentothepastorwhileyoulooking

sogoddamnfine?"

Iblush,lookingdown.

Ican'tdescribethejoyinmyheartatthis

moment.

I'msohappy,ecstatic.Ifeellikejumpingoutthe

windowandtellingthewholeworldhe'smine.

Me:"Stopit"

Bandi:"Youknowyoudon'twantmeto"

He'sright.Wearriveatmuggandbeanwhere



weorderourbreakfast.

Aswe'reeating,Krissiecomesinwithherdad

andbrother.

Shelooksatus,atBandilethenlooksdown.

Idon'tknowwhybutI'malittlenervous.

Bandi:"AreyouOK?"

Me:"Uh,yeah.Why?"

Bandi:"Youseemalittleshaken"

Hiseyesgettowhereminewere.

Bandi:"Oh"

Me:"Yep"

Bandi:"She'shurting,understandthat"

Me:"Ifeelalittlebad"

Bandi:"Youshould"

Me:"What?"

Bandi:"Youtookherhappinessaway.Youbad,



badgirl"

Me:"Bandile!"

Helaughs,ohhowImissedhislaughter.

.

KADEN

Jabu:"Baby"

Me:"What?"

Jabu:"I'mhungry"

Me:"I'mnotyourwifeNjabulo.Iwanna,sleep"

Jabu:"Kaden,whatthefuck?"

Me:"Don'tswear"

Isay,pullingtheblankettocovermyface.

HeremovesityetagainandIfeellikeslapping

hisface.

Me:"Whatthehell?"

Jabu:"I'mhungry"



Me:"I'mactuallytiredofyoubossingme

around,tellingmewhattodo.I'mnotyour

motherandthisisn'tyourhouse.Gomake

yourselfsomethingtoeatandletmesleepin

peace!"

Isaythat,alittlelouderandhe'ssurprised

becauseI'veneveraddressedhiminthat

manner.Eitherway,Idon'tcare.

Jabu:"OnaSunday,Lordblessmenow"

Isitupandstretchalittle.

Jabu:"What'swrongwithyou?"

Me:"Youaretheproblem."

Jabu:"Me?"

Me:"Yes,youanddon'tyouactallsurprised"

Jabu:"Thisisaboutlastnight?"

Me:"Ithinkweshouldbreakup"

Helaughsthenlooksup.



Jabu:"Wow"

Me:"It'snotajoke"

Jabu:"You'resounbelievable"

Me:"I'mstillnotmakingyoubreakfast"

Jabu:"Yousaidyouwanttowaituntilmarriage.

I'mfollowingthatandnowit'saproblem.I'm

notgoingtohavesexwithyoujustbecauseyou

suddenlyfeellikeit.I'mabstainingnowandI've

gottenusedtoit.We'renotchangingnow"

Me:"Youledmeon"

Jabu:"Good,nowyouknowhowIalwaysfeel"

Me:"Youknowwhat?Whatever"

Jabu:"Ithinkmommadeamouthwatering

breakfast.Sinceyou'renotmymother,I'llgo

havethat"

Me:"Soyou'releaving?"

Jabu:"I'vebeendisrespectedenough.Allfor



what?Mydick?Ifyouwannaownadick,buya

dildo"

Me:"Njabulo!"

Jabu:"Ican'tbelieveyoumadatmefor

refusingwithmydick.Yougirlsjustwannahave

sexwithuswhenyoufeellikeit."

Me:"What'sgottenintoyou?"

Jabu:"YouneedJesusKaden.Fornicationisa

sin,askPhoebe"

Me:"You'rehurtingme"

Isay,feelingthelumpinmythroat.Iactually

feelinsulted.

Jabu:"EnjoytherestofyourSunday"

Thenheleaves,justlikethat.

NowIfeellikeafoolandworthless.

MaybeIshouldsticktoabstaining.I'vejust

beenfeelingreadyandhe'sbeenrefusing.



Ithoughtmaybethere'ssomethingwrongwith

mebutnowIgethisfrustrations.

Iactuallydon'tknowwhattodo

Toavoidoverthinking,Ithrowmyselfbackinto

mybed.

.

ROMEO

Mom:"Andwhere'syourotherhalf?"

Sheasks,afterwehugandIgoin.

It'salmostaroundlunchandapartfrom

fetchingmyson,Icameforthefood.

Me:"Ishesleeping?"

Mom:"Areyouseriouslychangingthesubject?

"

Me:"Idon'twannatalkaboutFelicia"

Mom:"Whathappened?"

Me:"Momplease"



Mom:"Idon'tunderstand"

Dad:"Lethimbe"

Mom:"FirstitwasJabu,nowit'syou.You're

bothjustasbadattreatingwomenlikeyour

father"

Dad:"Don'tstartwithmewena.I'mhavinga

BlessedSundayandI'dliketokeepitatthat"

Mom:"Oksalayo"

Me:"Isthefoodready?"

Mom:"Almost.I'llfetchOmegainthe

meantime"

Me:"Thankyou"

SheleavesandIknowdadisnotgoingtolet

thisgo.

Dad:"So?"

Me:"Shecaughtmeinbedwithanother

womananddidn'tevenseemhurt.Thenshe



wentdrinkingandhermomtellsmeshe'sbeen

misbehaving"

Dad:"Andyoubelievethat?"

Me:"Shewasdrunkdad.Isawher"

Dad:"Shecaughtherboyfriendwithanother

woman.Ofcoursesheneededtorelievethe

stresssoinsteadoffindingcomfortinanother

man'sarms,shefounditinthebottle"

Me:"She'sbeenpullingaway,actingupandI'm

tiredofbegging.Ithinkshedoesn'tloveme

anymore"

Dad:"You'rereallymorestupidthanIthought.I

feellikekillingyourightnow"

Me:"Dadplease"

momarrivedjustwhenhe'sabouttoreplyand

mysonissohappytoSeeMe.

I'mactuallyproudofthat.

Itakehimandkisshisface.



HethenwipeswhereIkissedhim.

Me:"Whatthe-?"

Dad:"I'mbeginninghe'smanenoughthatyou

caneverbe"

Mom:"Luthando!"

Dad:"Pleasebringmylunchtomystudy.Ican't

standmysonrightnow"

Asalways,Dadfindsmeatfault.I'llalwaysbe

blamedwhenthingsgowrongbetweenFelicia

andI.

Ishouldprobablygetusedtoit.

Afterlunch,IdrivetomyplacewhereIpickhis

otherbagthendrivetoRey'splace.

Tebohotellsmeshe'ssleeping.Theirmomisn't

here.

Anyway,OmegasleptduringthedrivesoIgo

puthiminhisroomthengocheckonthe

mother.



Thereareusedtissuesonthefloorandmusic

slowlyplaying.

Herpillowisstainedwithmakeupandhertears.

Myheartbreaks.

DidIreallypushherthisfar?

WasIwrong?

Ifeelbad.SobadbecauseIreallythoughtshe

doesn'tcare.

.

.

[07/25,10:10]W:SHORT

EPISODETHIRTYNINE

REY

Youknowwhenyousleepingandyoufeellike

someoneislookingatyou?Well,morelike

staring?That'showIfeel.I'vebeentryingto



ignorethatbutIcan't.

Iopenmyeyes,whichareheavyandswollen

fromallthecrying.It'sRomeo.

I'mactuallynotinthemoodforhim,especially

afterwhathedid.

Romeo:"Hi"

Me:"Whatdoyouwant?"

Romeo:"Icametoseeyou"

IgetupandgotothebathroomsoIcanwash

myfaceandhedecidestofollowme.

Me:"Geez,mustyoufollowmearoundlikethis?

"

Romeo:"Canwetalk?"

Me:"Ihavenothingtosaytoyou"

Romeo:"Thenlisten"

Me:"Idon'twannahearanythingfromyou

unlessithastodowithourson"



Romeo:"LookbabyI-"

Me:"Romeo,don't!"

Romeo:"Pleasejustgivemeachanceto-"

Me:"Explain?Morelikelietome,right?Ijust

can'tdothis"

Isay,goingbacktomyroom.Istandinfrontof

themirrorandstartfixingmyhair.

Romeo:"Rey,please"

Me:"Youknow,I'vebeenthinking"

Isay,sittingdownonmybedandhesitsonthe

couch.We'refacingeachother.

Romeo:"Itwasamistake,amisunderstanding

reallybutplease..Pleaseforgiveme"

Me:"I'm16andamother.Ilovemyson,Ireally

doandIdon'tregrethavinghim.Thepastfew

weekshavebeenhellonmereally.I'vehadto

dealwithalot."



Romeo:"Youknowyoucantalktome.I'llfinda,

waytofixthis"

Me:"Willyoushutupandletmespeak?Thank

you"

HesighsbutIneedtosaythis.

Me:"IfeellikeI'vejustbeenadultatayoung

age.Ihavetodealwithtakingcareofababy,

schoolandmymother.It'slikeI'mthe

breadwinnerhere.Ibuyeverything,cook,clean.

It'stoomuch.Ontopofthat,Ihavetodealwith

momdemandingmoneyfromme.I'mbroke,I'm

literallybroke."

Romeo:"Whydidn'tyoutellme?Icanincrease

themoneyIgiveyou"

Me:"Don't.Inconclusion,Ithinkit'sbest

Omegastayswithyou.Trustme,Idon'twant

thatbutit'swhat'sbest.Momknowswhen

you'vegivenmemoneyforhimandshealways

takesit.I'monlyleftwithmysavingsandthey



areinafixedinvestmentaccount.Ican'taccess

them.Ifyoutakehim,hewon'thaveto"pay

rent"inthishouseandshewon'tbeaskingme

forthousandstofeedhergamblingaddiction"

Romeo:"Why...Whydidn'tyoutellme?I

thoughtyoutrustedmeenoughtoconfidein

me.Howlonghasthisbeenhappening?"

Me:"Afewmonths.I'llpacktherestofhis

clothes."

Istandupandstartpackingandhe'snotsaying

anything.

Ithinkhe'sdeepinthoughtandIknowwhat's

next.

IttakesmeaboutthirtyminutesandI'mdone.

Me:"I'llbringwhateverImighthaveforgotten.I

canhavehimonweekends."

Romeo:"Whataboutus?"

Me:"I..Ijustneedmyyouthback.I'mtoo



youngtobeinaseriousrelationship.Trustme,

it'snotaboutwhatyoudidbutithelpedopen

myeyes"

Romeo:"Pl..Pleasedon'tdothis"

Me:"Maybewe'vebothbeentrappedinthis.

Maybeit'sbestwebreakup.Look,Iloveyou,I

reallydobutIneedtolivemylife.Ihavebeen

livingforyouandourson,it'stimeIliveforme.

Idon'twannagetmarriedonedaythenstart

foolingaround,partyingandbeingreckless.I

needtobeatypicalteenagertoo.Likeyouwere

at16"

Romeo:"Youcanstilldothatwithme"

Me:"YoucheatedonmeRomeo!Cheated!I'm

lettingyougosoyoucanfuckyoursupermodel

bitchesinpeace.I'mbeingselfish,allowme"

Romeo:"Ithought...Look,itwasa

misunderstanding"

Me:"SoIdidn'tseeyousuckherbreasts?You



guysweren'tnaked?Youdidn'tevenlooklike

youcare.Itwaslikeyou'rehappyIwalkedinon

you"

Romeo:"Ithoughtyoufoundsomeoneelse"

Me:"Youknowmebetterthanthat.I'vebeen

loyaltoyouandnevereventhoughtofcheating.

Let'sjustbecivilaboutthis.I'mtiredofcrying,

I'mjusttired.Ineedtolivealittle"

Romeo:"Thenmoveinwithme.Youwon'thave

tofaceyourmomandherabuse.Please"

Me:"Ican't.I'msorrybutwe'redone.I'mgoing

tosaygoodbyetomyson.Youcanleaveafter

that"

.

ROMEO

Iremaininthesameposition,myheartheavy

andforamoment,Ican'tbreathe.

Idon'twannabelievethis.Idon'twannaBelieve



shejustleftmelikethat.

Yes,Iamatfaultbutcan'tsheforgiveme?

Thishurtswaymorethanthelasttimesheleft

me.

Ican'tbelieveIwasthisstupid.Fromwhatshe

said,it'sclearshe'sbeengoingthroughalot.

WasIreallythatignorant?

Ishouldhave-...Itdoesn'thelp,Ididn't.

ShecomesbackholdingOmega.Iguessshe

wokehimup.Itakethebagsandwegotomy

car.

I'mdefeated.Shestrapshiminhiscarseat

whileIputthebagsintheboot.

Me:"So,thisisit?"

Shenods.Hereyesareglassy.

Me:"CanIhaveahug?"

Rey:"Ithinkit'sbestyoudon't.I'llseeyouguys



on..OnSaturday"

Ipullherintomyarmsandjustholdonfordear

life.Shedoesn'tresist.

Hertearswetmyshirt.I'mhurtbutIdon'tcry.I

can't.

Igetintomycar.Ican'tbelievethis.

Afterafewminutes,Istartitanddrivehome.

IknowI'llhavetotakehimbacktoKhenandI'm

thinkingofmovingbackthereuntilheadjusts

buttonight,Ijustwanttohavehimwithme.

He'stheclosestpersonIhavetoTryrightnow.

BandileisatthedoorwhenIarrive.

Me:"Really?"

Bandi:"Cametosaygoodbye.What'sup?You

don'tlookgood"

Me:"I'llbealright."

I'mholdingOmega.IgiveBandithekeyandhe



opensup.

Bandi:"IsitRey?"

Me:"Shebrokeupwithme.I'veneverseenher

sohurt"

Bandi:"OK,I'mconfused.Ithoughtyousaid

she'scheating"

Me:"Iwaswrong.Ican'tbelieveIthoughtthat

ofher.NowI'velostherbecauseofmyown

selfishness"

Bandi:"Youshouldn'thavelethergo"

Me:"Ihadnolegtostandon.Andwhatshe

said...Itmadesense"

Bandi:"IknowyouguysloveeachotherandI

hopeyoufindawaybackintoeachother's

arms"

Me:"Ihopesotoo"

Bandi:"Lookman,I'llseeyou.Idon'twanna

missmyflight"



Me:"Safeflight"

Wefistbump,shoulderhugandheleaves.

Now,it'sjustmeandmyson.

.

HOPE

I'mgladeverythingiscominggoodwithregards

tomywedding.

I'mevenmoregladI'mwithLuhle.Iamherefor

dresssearchingandhedidn'twantmebooking

intoahotel.I'vemissedhimsomuchandI'mso

happy.

It'snowthethirdweekOfJuneandI'mso

excited,Ican'twait.Ican'twaittobeaMrMike.

He'sreallymysourceofhappinessandhe's

givenmelight.

IactuallyneverthoughtI'dfindsomeonewho'll

lovemejustasIlovehim,ifnotmore.



AfterthemiscarriageandthewholeBandile

saga,Ididn'tthinkI'dfallinlovebuthereIam,

gettingmarried.

I'msoexcited.Idon'tknowwhattodowith

myself.

Justlookingatthosebridalgownsyesterday

mademefeelagreatsenseofcontentment.

Luhlecomesin.It'sMondayandI'mjustchilling,

watchingTV.

Luhle:"Kylie,didyoueat?"

Me:"Yep,Idid.Youshouldstopthat,I'mnota

kid"

Luhle:"You'remylittlesister,Igottatakecare

ofyouatalltimes"

Me:"Ihaveafiance,it'shisjobnow"

Luhle:"Well,Idon'tseehimhere"

Me:"Whatever.What'sbeenhappeninginyour

life?"



Luhle:"Nothinginteresting."

Me:"You'vebeenseenwithafewgirls,when

areyousettlingdown?"

Luhle:"Justbecauseyougettingmarried,

doesn'tmeanweallare.I'mstillhavingfunand

enjoyingmyyouth"

Me:"Youneedtogrowup"

Luhle:"OKshutup.IleftmominSA,ifIwanta

lecture,I'llgothere"

Me:"Asifmomwouldlectureyou.She'sso

protectiveofyou"

Luhle:"I'mherfirstandonlyson."

Me:"Right.Butasyoursister,I'madvisingyou

tostopwiththegirls"

Luhle:"I'mgoingoutonFriday,yougame?"

Me:"I'mnothereforparties"

Luhle:"Youalsoneedtoexplore,don'tyou?"



Me:"IguessbutI'mnotdrinking"

Luhle:"We'llseeaboutthat"

Me:"Thandoluhle,you'renotgettingmedrunk"

Luhle:"Youneedtoloosenup.You'renot

pregnantyetandnotevenmarried.I'mnot

goingoutwithyouandI'mdrinkingwhileyou

ain't,hellno"

Me:"Fine,I'lljustgettipsy"

Luhle:"That'ssomething.Andtomorrow,we'll

golookforyourdress"

Me:"Youpromise?Icouldreallyusesomehelp

"

Luhle:"Ofcourse.I'vebeentoafewfashion

showsandwell,you'veseenhowIdress.Plus,I

onlyundressthebestdressed"

Me:"EeuwTMI"

Luhle:"Hey,I'mbeinghonest"



Me:"Oh,goaway"

Webothjustlaugh.Ireallymissedmybrother.

.

.

Thisthelastbitofmydata.Enjoy

[07/25,10:12]W:EPISODEFORTY

KADEN

Iknockonherdoorjustaftergettingoutofmy

car.

I'mvisitingmysister.It'sbeenawhilesincewe

spenttimetogetherandIreallymissher.

Sheopensandwehug.Shelooksjustas

pleasedtoSeeMe.

Phoebe:"Please,getin"

IgetinandwewalkovertotheloungewhereI

sitdownandshebringsdrinks.



Phoebe:"So,howhaveyoubeen?"

Ishrug.

Me:"Good,Iguess"

Phoebe:"That'snotconvincing.Youknowyou

cantalktome"

Me:"It'sjust...Jabuisgivingmeproblems"

Then,shelaughs.Ijustlookather,waitingfor

hertofinish.

Phoebe:"Doyouknowtherearepeoplewith

seriousproblemsoutthere?"

Me:"Thisisserious!"

ShelaughsagainandIjustsighandwaitforher

tofinish.

Me:"Really?"

Phoebe:"Ican'thelpit"

Me:"NowIfeellikeacompletefool"

Phoebe:"Baby,stopstressingaboutJabu.He's



justmessingwithyou.He'samansohelikesto

beincontrolofthings,it'sinhisblood.Hegets

thatfromhisfather."

Me:"Fine,I'llstopstressing"

Phoebe:"Good.Yoursisterisgettingmarried

soon,youshouldbefocusingonthatifyou

wantsomethingtostressabout"

Me:"YoudoknowIgetthepoint,right?"

ShelaughsandIjustshakemyhead,thenroll

myeyes.

Phoebe:"How'syourmomanddad?"

Me:"They'regood.Youknowmomisstillon

aboutthatbabythingandbeingagrandma"

Shechuckleslightly.

Phoebe:"Tellherit'shappeningsoonandit's

notwhoshethinksitis"

Me:"OK,areprophetsalwaysthisconfusing?"



Phoebe:"Somethingsarereallynotimportant.

Youbothshouldknowthat"

Me:"I'llpretendthatmakessense"

Phoebe:"Itdoesn'tMatter,that'swhatI'm

saying.Itdoesn'tmatterwhoitis.Ababyis

alwaysablessingandatleastyourmomwon't

getbored.She'llhavesomeonetostayhome

with"

Me:"Iactuallythinkshe'slow-keyexcitedabout

this"

Phoebe:"See?Shecan'twait.There'sreallyno

useforstressing"

Me:"Yesma'am"

I'mwithherandwechillforawhileuntilIhave

togo.

JabuhasbeenCallingnonstopandIknowhow

impatienthecanbe,attimes.

WehugthenIgetintomycar.Ipassbythe



garagefirstwhereIrefillmytankandbuysour

worms.

Ithendrivetomyflatwhilelisteningtosome

music.

He'salreadyinside,havingmadehimself

comfortableonthecouch.

Hehashistopoffandshortson,thankGodfor

theairconditioner.It'scold,verycoldoutside.

Me:"Hi"

Jabu:"Futurewife,unjani?Imissedyouso

much"

Ismile.Hehasthateffectonme.

Me:"I'mgood.I'mgoodreally"

Jabu:"Soyoudidn'tmissme?"

Me:"What?OfcourseIdid"

Jabu:"JustnotasmuchasImissedyou,Iget

it"



Me:"Njabulo,comeon!"

Hegetsupfromthecouch,comestomethen

picksmeup.

Hewalksustothecouch,withmylegswrapped

aroundhiswaistandimmediatelywhenhesits

down,kissesme.

It'sdeepandit'shard,thekindofkissthathas

mewantingmore.

Jabu:"That'showyousupposetoshowyour

manyoumissedhim"

Igiggleshyly.

Me:"Fine,Igetthepoint"

Jabu:"Howwasyourday?"

Heasks,removingsomehairfrommyfaceand

Istarttellingtales.

.

PINK



Me:"How..Howhaveyoubeen?"

Felix:"Uhgood.I'mreallytryingtojuststay

positiveandfocusonthatkindofenergy"

Me:"AndRomeo?"

Felix:"He'snotthat.Ican'thurtmyselflikethat.

Ijustcan't.Ithinkthisseparationwilldous

good"

Me:"So,thereisachanceyoumighttryagain?

"

Felix:"Maybe,maybenot.Fornow,Ijustwanna

focusonmeandmyroadtoselfdiscovery"

Me:"That'sdeepbabe"

Felix:"But,howareyou?"

Me:"Oh,I'mgood.Ijust...It'sMarco.Hewon't

letgo"

Felix:"Woah,what?"

Igothroughmyphonethengiveittohersoshe



canread.

Felix:"Thisis...He'scrazy"

Me:"Andhe'salwaysthreateningtocomehere.

IknowIhurthimbuthehastoletgo"

Felix:"Maybehelovesyoumorethanyouthink.

It'snoteasylettinggoofsomeoneyoulove"

Me:"Butifitmakesthemhappy,thenyou

wouldinyourpursuittomakethemhappy"

Felix:"Bandi'sdicksuddenlymakingyousmart?

"

Ilaugh

Me:"Uhno,wehaven'thadsexyet.Actually,

whenlastdidyouhavesex?"

Felix:"Ican'tremember.ImissRomeointhat

department"

Me:"Myfriend,youneedtogetlaid"

Felix:"YouknowI'veheardofexeswhostill



sleeptogether"

Ilaugh.Ireallywasn'texpectingthatfromher.

Me:"No"

Felix:"Yousayitlikeit'sabadidea"

Me:"Becauseitis"

Felix:"Arghfine.Besides,Ihavebiggerthings

toworryabout"

Me:"Like?"

Kristenjustdecidestocomeandinterruptour

conversation.

Kristen:"CanItalktoyou?"

HesaystoFelicia.

Felix:"About?"

Kristen:"Ithinkyouknowwhat"

Felix:"Dowereallyhavetotalkaboutit?"

Kristen:"Yes,wedo.Come"



Sherollshereyesthenstandsup.

I'mactuallywonderingwhathe'sonabout.They

evengoup,probablytohisroom.

OK,nowI'mreallycurious.

Shecomesbackalone,afteraboutthirty

minutes.

Felix:"I..Ihavetogo"

Me:"What'sgoingonnow?"

Felix:"I'llseeyou"

Me:"Wait,whoyouleavingwith?"

Felix:"Jabuispickingmeup"

Me:"I'llwalkyouout"

Ican'treadthemoodnorherfacialexpression.

Yes,Idowonderwhat'sgoingonbutit'sclear

it'snoneofmybusiness.

She'sright,Jabuistheonepickingherup.

Goingbackintothehouse,KristenisontheTV



withhisfeetontopofthecoffeetable.

Ifoldmyarmsandlookathim.

Kristen:"Bringmebeerfromthefridge"

Me:"What'sgoingonbetweenyouandFelicia?

She'sRomeo'sgirlfriend!"

Kristen:"Theybrokeupandit'snoneofyour

business"

Me:"Youcan'tgoforher"

Kristen:"Don'tstickyournosewhereitdon't

belong.Nowbeagoodlittlesisterandgetmy

beer"

Igroanandwalktothefridge.AsifIcanever

saynotohim.

.

HOPE

me:"OK,I'mdone"

Luhle:"Youtooklikeanhourandwejustgoing



tofindyouadress"

Me:"Thatdoesn'tmeanIcan'tlookgood.Let

mesendmyfianceaselfie"

Herollshiseyes,makingmelaugh.

Me:"Sogay"

Luhle:"There'snothingwrongwithbeinggay."

Me:"Isthataconfession?"

Luhle:"Let'sjustgetthefuckouttahere"

Me:"What'supwithyou?"

Luhle:"I'mconsideringbeinggay,girlsarea

bunchofstress"

Ilookathimuntilitfinallyclicks.

Me:"Ohmy"

Luhle:"Yini?"

Me:"Haveyoufallenforsomeone?"

Heshakeshishead,hisAfrodazzling.



Me:"You'reinlove!Icanseeitinyoureyes"

Luhle:"Canwejustleave?!"

IlaughasIseehimgetirritated.

ItakeafewselfieswhichIsendtoMikethen

wefinallyleave.

Me:"So,whoisshe?"

Luhle:"Don'tannoymetog,I'llbookyourass

intoahotelnow!"

Me:"I'llshutmytrap"

Luhle:"Youbetterorelse.."

Ilaugh.

Me:"IthinkMikeandIshouldrelocatethis,side

afterIfinishmymedicinedegree"

Luhle:"I'llmovebackhomewheny'alldo"

Me:"Moodkiller"

Luhle:"Ithinkyou'llfindthebestdresshere"



Hepullsmyhandandwegetinthere

immediately.

He'sbasicallydraggingmein.

Me:"OK"

He'srightthough.ThereareBeautifuldresses

there.

Luhle:"Gofitthis"

IrollmyeyesasItakethedressandgotothe

fittingroom.

It'sbeautiful,babypinkandfitslikemyownskin.

Ithaslittlesparklypetalsonthewaistandfrom

mythigh,there'sa,slit.

Itakeacoupleofminutesjustadmiringit

beforefinallygettingout.

IhearapplauseasIgetout.

Luhle:"Lookatyou"

Me:"Andthecrowd?"



Luhle:"Angazi,youknowpeoplelikethingsnje"

Me:"Let'stakeApicture"

Andwedo.ButofcourseIdofitotherdresses

butI'mstillkeepingthatfirstone.

Luhle:"Butofcourseyouneedawhitedress

fortheweddingandIknowjusttheplace.It'sa

bridalboutiquethingy"

Me:"Forsomeonewho'snotintocommitment

andshit,youknowalot"

Aswewalkthere,InoticehimstaringandIturn.

Thegirlcatwalksandasshe'snearus,they

stareintoeachother'seyesuntilshepasses

andhesighs,lookingdown.

Me:"Andthat?"

Luhle:"It'scomplicated"

Me:"Shelooksfamiliar"

Luhle:"Yeah,let'sgo"



ShedoeslookfamiliarbutIbrushitoffand

followhim.

.

.

[07/25,15:48]W:EPISODEFORTY-ONE

PINK

Therearethingsthathappen,thatwedon’t

havecontrolover.Asmuchasthislifeisoursto

live,it’sveryunpredictable.

WhatIneverimaginedwasmyfathergetting

arrested.Isweartheimageisstillverycleanin

mymind.

Isawthesadnessinmymom’sfacewhenthey

tookhimawayandIwasmadatmyselffornot



beingabletohelpher.

Therewasnothinganyofuscoulddo.Iamonly

16,whatcouldIhavedonetostopthelawfrom

takingitscourse?Thethoughtoflifewithout

himisstilloneIcannotregisterinmymind.itis

therealitythatIcannotacceptbecausemy

fatheriseverythingtome.

ThemonthofAugustandtheonlypositivething

comingisFelix’sbirthday.Itisthefirstweek

andbecauseherbirthdayisduringapublic

holiday,itwillbetheperfectexcusetoget

wasted.Yes,Iamgoingallout.Itisnextweek

bythewayandIthinkit’sgoingtohelpmetake

mymindoffthingsforawhile.

Thehousehasbeenamess.It’sbeentwo

weekssincedadwasarrested,anditisjustnot

thesame.Noonetalkstotheother,thetension

istoothick,andmomislikeadeadcorpse

walking.



ItisaMondayandhavingtogotoschool

alwaysfeelslikeIambetrayingher.Again,it’s

theonlyplacewhereIgettotakemymindoff

things.ItissortofanescapeandIpersonally

feelIdon’tdeservethisamountofstress.It’s

toomuch.

Mybrotheristheonewhodrivesmetoschool.

Noonesaysathingtotheother.Ihavegotten

usedtoit.

Kristen:“Dadwillcomeback.Iknowhewill.

Pleasedon’tstressmuchaboutthis”

HegivesmeahugbeforeIgetoutofhiscar.I

takeadeepbreathebeforewalkinginsidethe

schoolyard.

Iteasiertoagreenottostressthannotdoingit.

IreceiveacallfromBAndiduringbreak.Can

youbelievethateveryoneturnedtheirback

againstmeinschool?ItisonlyFaith.Sheis

reallyagoodfriend.EvenafterhowItreatedher



she’sstillhere.

Me:“It’sBandile,Ineedtotakethis”

Faith:“Ofcourse”

IstandupandwalktoaquieterplacewhereI

answerafterthethirdring.

Me:“Baby”

Bandi:“Howareyou?Iamworried”

Me:“Iamhanginginthere.Imissyousomuch”

Bandi:“Imissyoutoobaby.Iwillcomearound

soon.Idon’twanttomakeanyemptypromises.

YouknowIloveyou”

Me:“IloveyoutooandIappreciateyour

presenceinmylife”

Bandi:“Ihavetogonow.Takecareandstop

stressing”

Igigglebecausethat’swhateveryoneistelling

me.WesayourgoodbyesandIactuallyfeel



lighterafterourshortphonecall.

Faith:“Inevergottoask”

Me:“What?”

Faith:“WhathappenedtoMarco?”

Me:“Whatdoyoumean?”

Faith:“Didyouguysbreakupor?I’mjust

curious”

Isigh.Thetruthis,it’sacomplicatedmatter.

Me:“Hedidn’tmakeiteasy.Hewascalling,

sendingtexts.Ihadtoblockhimeverywhere”

Faith:“Soyoubrokeup?”

Me:“Whyareyousocurious?”

Faith:“He’sstillpostingpicturesofyoutwoand

continueslikeyou’restilltogether.I’mjusta

caringfriend.YouknowIloveyouwithBandi”

Me:“Idon’twanttotalkabouthim,hemight

endupruiningmyday.Mybestfriendhasher



birthdaycomingsoonandIhavenoideawhat

together”

Faith:“Itdependsonwhatshelikes.Ithinkyou

shouldlookatitfromthatangle”

Me:“She’sveryunpredictable.Icanneverknow

withher”

Faith:“Well,I’mupforanightout.Ineedit

really”

Me:“Wedefinitelygoingonanightout.Ithink

weshouldmakeitagirl’snightout.Plus,you

arebothsingle”

Faith:“Totallyagree.Plus,Ihavebeenlockedup

inthehousefortoolong”

Me:“Andyouhavebeensinglefortoolong”

Faith:“Ithasonlybeentwomonths.Noneedto

exaggerateitlikethat”

Me:“Youhavebeencounting.Thataloneisa

problem”



Faith:“Well,it’sadate”

Me:“Cheerstothat”

IthinkthisisjustwhatIneed,likeIpreviously

said.Moreespeciallywithmenotknowing

whenBandileisgoingtocomethisside.

Imisshim,Imisshimsomuch,butIalsomiss

dad.

.

HOPE

TrinnyandIhavebeencloseforaslongasIcan

remember.Ourbondhasalwaysbeen

unbreakable,regardlessofwhatwegothrough.

WhenIheardaboutthearrestofuncleKristen,I

knewwithnodoubtthatsheneedsme.

Itwasnicebeingwithmybrother,butIhadto

comeback.Iwenttoseeherlastnightandshe

didn’tlook.She’stryingtoactstrong,butIknow

her.



IknowImustbethereforherjustlikeshe

wouldbeformeiftheroleswerereversed.

Mike:“Somethingisburning”

Me:“Huh?”

Whenitfinallysinksin,Irealisehe’sright.Iam

busywithcookingalatelunchandmymindhad

reallydriftedaway.

Me:“Shit!”

IsayasItakeoffthepanfromthestove.

Mike:“I’lltakeoverfromhere.Sitdown,relax

andtellmewhat’sup”

IfollowhisinstructionsandI’mthankful

becausehe’saGod-sent.

Me:“I’mworriedaboutTrinny”

Mike:“Weareworkingonit.Youshouldrelax

andfocusonplanningourweddingandyour

education”



Me:“Ican’thelpit.IwishIcoulddosomething

tohelp”

Mike:“Youcanhelpbynotworrying.Iknowyou

guysareclose,butyoumustbestrongonher

behalf.Everythingwillworkoutthewayit

should”

Me:“Wisewordsfiancé”

Mike:“Iknow.Iknow.”

Me:“You’resoungrateful”

Mike:“Iloveyoutoobaby.Howwasvisiting

yourbrother?Ishecomingtothewedding?”

Me:“Heis.Imissedhimsomuchanditwasso

nicebeingwithhim.Andhehasfalleninlove”

Helaughs,andIamjustsoexcited.It’stimemy

brothergrewupandsheseemslikeagoodgirl.

Mike:“Youtalklikehe’stheonegetting

married”

Me:“Hemightbenext”



Mike:“Atleasthehasadate.Ican’twaittosee

thelovelyladyImustsay”

Me:“Whatthefuck?”

Isaypunchinghim.

Mike:“Idon’tmeanitinthatway.Comeon,I

alsocan’twaitforyourbrothertogethere”

Me:“Andshe’sbeautiful.Ican’twaittospend

timewithher”

Mike:“Ihavesomethingelseinmind”

Me:“What?”

Mike:“IthinkyouknowwhatIamonabout”

Me:“Youarestillnotsayinganything.Idon’t

readmindsbabe”

Hecomestome,picksmeupandstartskissing

me.

Mike:“Doyouhaveanideanow?”

Me:“IthinkI’mgettingthere”



.

REY

Thenoise.Thenoise.Thenoise.SometimesI

feelitdrivemeinsane,itechoesinthecorners

ofmybrainandvibratesintheinnerear.Ihear

myeardrumsmakesjubilantrhythmsandthe

tearsthatfalldownmycheeksbecome

involuntary.

Iamgladmysonisnotheretowitnessthis.I

onlywanthimtobehappy.Idon’twanthimto

growuphowIdid.Iammerelyturning17butI

feellikethisistoomuchforme.Ionlythinkof

mysonandendurebecausehewillalwaysbe

thereasonIholdon.

Hegivesmehopethatbetterdaysarecoming.

Mom:“WeitseIdon’tunderstandhowthatbrain

ofyoursworks.Youleftagoodmanandnow

thereisnofoodinthehouse.Akitsewarereje

eng.Youverystupid.Lookatyoursister,she’s



marriedtoarichmanandwenaallyouknowis

tobarekidsat15.Waswabisaman,nxa!”

ThatisthesongIheareverytimeIenterthis

house.Ihavebeenignoringitbutthistime,the

tearsfall.She’slying.Thefridgeisfilledwith

food,thedrawersarefull.Shealwaysfinds

somethingtocomplainabout,nomatterhow

false.

Ineednewskillstoignoreher.Iwillgetthere.

Igooutsideandwatchthestars.Imissmyson.

Imakeamentalnotetovisithertomorrow.

Iamonmyphonewhilelayingonmybackon

theveranda.Iamtryingnottothinktoomuch.

Thecogitationmomentsarealmostasif

compulsory.Mymindcompelsmeintothat

stateorisitmymother?Eitherway,myphone

takesmeoffthings.

IhaveatextfromRomeo.Wemightnotbe

together,butweareciviltowardseachother.



Romeo:“Hey,howareyou?”

IwishIcouldtellhimthatIamswimmingina

poolofemotions,thatIlookatmylittlebrother

andpretendthateverythingisok.IwishIcould

stopwiththeacts,thatIcouldcrywithnofear

ofwhatpeoplearegoingtosay.

ButIcannot.Ihavetokeepupwiththeact.This

isprobablywhatismeantby,‘fakeituntilyou

makeit’

Me:“Hi,I’mgood.Justmissingmyson”

He’sreplyingtoofast,butIamnotcomplaining.

Romeo:“Hemissesyoutoo.Whenareyou

visiting?”

Me:“Tomorrow,ishewithyou?”

Romeo:“Yeah,Ihavetwoweeksoffwork,so

he’llbewithmeforthisweekandthenext”

Me:“Iwillcomeafterschool”

Romeo:“Icanpickyouup,ifyoudon’tmind”



Me:“I’llbesavingtaxifaresoit’scoolwithme”

Romeo:“I’llcomewithhim.Soyouguyscan

bondplushemustnotcatchthatwenot

together.It’snotpermanent”

Me:“Imissyouguys”

Romeo:“wemissyoutoo.Seeyoutomorrow

mama”

Me:“NowIfeelold”

Romeo:“Doyouevenage?”

Ilaugh.Iwasn’texpectingthat.

Me:“You’llmakeyourconclusiontomorrow”

Romeo:“Tomorrow.Iamtired.Ihadalongday”

Me:“Thanksforcheckinguponme”

Romeo:“Iloveyoumama”

Me:“Loveyoutoodaddy”

Ilogoutandtakeasigh.Iknowthey’regoingto

makemefeelbetter.



MyphoneringsandIanswer,notlookingatthe

callerID.

“Whyareyououtside?It’scold”

Me:“Whereareyou?”

Zan:“I’matthegate.Come,let’sgoout”

Idon’tevencareabouthowIlook.It’sjust

aroundsixpm.

He’sright,it’sabitchilly.Winterhasn’tgoneout.

Hegivesmeahugthenopensthedoorforme.

Zan:“You’vebeencrying”

Me:“Idon’twannatalkaboutit.Whendidyou

gethere?Shouldn’tyoubeinvarsity?”

Zan:“IshouldbutIwantedtoseeyou”

Me:“Forsomeonewhohasneverbeenniceto

meuntilrecently,you’vegrownfondofme”

Zan:“Yoursisterismarriedtomydad.That

makesyoufamily”



Me:“SoI’mlikeyourlittlesister?”

Zan:“Fornow.Wearenotbloodrelatives,keep

thatinmind”

Inod.Hehasbeenagoodfriendandaswegot

tospendmoretimetogether,Irealisedhe’snot

asbadashepretendstobe.

Sincefromthattime,atthepark,heshowedme

acaringsideandno,Inevergavehimmy

numbers.

Hecalledmeonedayandnevertoldmewhere

hegotthemuntilIstoppedaskingbecauseit

wasclearhewasnevergoingtotellme.

Me:“Ofcourse.I’mblack,you’recoloured”

Zan:“That’sracist”

Me:“Ohplease,you’reonetospeak”

Zan:“So,whatdoyoufeellike?”

.



BANDILE

Me:“Youshouldn’tbehere”

Isay,afteropeningthedoorandlettingherin.

it’sKrissie

Krissie:“Iknow”

Bandi:“Iamnotchasingyouout”

Krissie:“Younevertaughtmehowtounlove

you.”

Me:“Krissieplease”

Krissie:“It’shard.Seeingyoutogether.Itshard,

movingon.Idon’tgetit.Shecheatedonyou,all

Ididwasloveyou.Igavemyselftoyou”

Me:“Iamsorry”

Krissie:“AndIguessit’ssupposetomakeit

better.IcameallthewaytoCapeTowneven

aftermomadvisedmeagainstit.Tellmewhyit

hurts”



Isighthenrunmyhandovermylocks.Idon’t

knowwhattosay.Shedidn’tdeservethis.I

shouldhaveneverdonethistoher.

Me:“Iloveher”

Krissie:“thatiswhyyouwentbacktoher,right?

Tellmethen,IloveyousowhodoIgoto?”

Me:“Inevermeanttohurtyou”

Krissie:“Butyoudid.Ishouldbehatingyoubut

stupidmelovesyouevenmore.Icannotjust

walkaway”

Me:“Idon’tknowwhatyouwantmetosay”

Krissie:“Doyouloveme?”

Me:“Ido”

Krissie:“Igetthatwecan’tbetogetherbutthat

doesn’tmeanyouhavetocompletelywriteme

off.Wearenotenemies,Ididn’tdoanythingto

you”

Me:“Iamsorry,you’reright”



Krissie:“Stopapologising”

Ichuckle.

Me:“Fine,I’mdone”

Shelooksatme.Westareintoeachother’s

eyesforawhile.Ipullherintomyarmsand

embraceher.Shesmellsgood.

Me:“Let’sgosleep.It’slate”

Krissie:“Iamtired”

.

.

Tobecontinued

[07/25,15:53]W:SHORT!

EPISODEFORTY-TWO

REY

M:“Ihavetogo”

Isay,lookingatmywristwatch.It’sfoolish



becauseit’sdarkandIwouldbelyingifIsayI

canseethetime.I’mfeelingdrowsyandIjust

wanttothrowmyselfinsidemyblanketsand

sleep.

Zan:“Ohyeah,it’slateandIhavetodrivebeck

toMaf”

Me:“Isitsafe?”

Zan:“Worrynot.Evenifitwasn’t,noonecan

affordtotouchme”

Me:“Well,Ishouldvisityouoneday.Iwould

lovetogetoutofhere.”

Zan:“Youshould,evenifit’sjustforaweekor

fivedays.Iwouldappreciateit”

Me:“Worrynot.Nowdrivemehome”

Hechucklesaswegetinsidehiscar.Wehad

beensittingontheboot,watchingthestars

whilehavinghotchocolate.

We’reabouttoleavetheparkanditwascool.



Apartfromhisarroganceandrudeness,he’sa

coolguy.

Zan:“Youshouldstopcrying.Youcan’tgive

yourproblemsthesatisfaction”

Me:“Easiersaidthandone”

Zan:“Igetthatyoustilllookbeautifulwhenyou

crybutithastostop.Look,youcannotgive

negativitysomuchpower.There’snothing

wrongwithcryingbutyoucannotcryforthe

samereasonsallthetime.Youhavetofind

strengthtoriseaboveeverything”

Me:“Youdon’tknowwhatIamgoingthrough,

youdon’tknowhowitfeels.Idotellmyselfthat

itdoesn’tmatter.Itrynottoletitaffectme,but

italwaysdoes.DoyouthinkIenjoycrying?Well,

Idon’t”

Hedoesn’tsayanythingbutcomestomyside

andopensmydoor.

Zan:“CanIhaveahug,please?”



Inod,andheopenshisarmsandgivesmea

verywarmembrace.Hesmellssogoodanda

partofmedoesn’tfeellikelettinggo.

Weremain,inthesameembracewithnoone

sayingathingforafewseconds,almosta

minute.Iamactuallynotcounting.

Zan:“goodnight”

Hebreaksthehugthengivesmeakissonthe

forehead.

Me:“Travelsafe.I’llprobablybesleepingwhen

youarrivesosendatextwhenyouarrive”

Zan:“Willdo”

Inodandwepartways.

.

ROMEO

Love.Itcanbecomplicatedattimes.Actually,I

needtorephrase.Love,wecomplicateitat

times.ThereIam,alonebecausesheleftme,



andIhavebeenfeelingemptyeversince.

IcanpretendIamgood,actlikeitdoesn’t

affectmebutIhavebeenmiserable.My

biggestfearisherfallingoutoflovewithme

andfallingforsomeoneelse.Thesethings

happen,justlikeIfellforherwhiledatingher

sister.

Ihavebeenmessingupandshe’salways

forgivenme.Shewasprobablyfedup,it

happens.

Iwokeupearly,eventhoughshe’sonlycoming

afterschool.Icleanaroundthehouse,just

makingtouchupshereandthere.Ineedherto

beascomfortableascanbe.

Mysonmightlooklikeme,butIdoseeherin

him.Havinghimclose,isalmostasifIhaveher

mother.

Whenwewerechattinglastnight,andshe

repliedtomy“Iloveyou”,Igainedhopethat



thingsbetweenuswillgetbetter.

IhearOmegacryingupstairssoIleavewhatI

amdoingandgotohim.Heimmediatelykeeps

quietwhenheseesmeandIpickhimup.

Me:“Ugrant?”

Henods,rubbinghiseyes.Iamnotfrontingbut

Ihaveahandsomeson.

Me:“Momiscomingtoday,youmissher?”

Henodsagain.Hedoesn’ttalkmuchwhenhe

justwokeup.Yes,hedoestalk,notperfect

becauseheisonly1butit’ssomething.

Ibathhim,takeashowerthengomake

breakfastforus.ThisisthetimewhenIwish

Reywasstayingwithmepermanently,thenI

wouldn’thavetoeatcerealforbreakfast.Yes,

thatiswhatImeanbybreakfast.

HegetshiscocosandIeatmymuesli.

Thedayisgoingslowbutsoon,itisjustabout



tobeherschoolout.I’malittlenervous.Idon’t

knowhowit’sgoingtobesinceit’sbeenawhile

sincewelastspenttimetogether.

I’mgladthatsheagreedtodothis.Iknowshe’s

beenspendingtimewithTony’sson.Thelast

thingIwantisanencounterwiththelittlerascal,

IjusthopeFeliciadoesn’tstartsomethingwith

him.

Anyway,we’reparkedjustnexttothegate.I

don’tgetoutbecauseofthecrowd.Idon’twant

themalloverourfaces.Omegaislooking

outsidethoughbutatleastwedon’twaitfor

longuntilReycomes.

ShegreetsthengetsinthebackwithOmega

who’sexcitedtoseeher.

Me:“Howwasyourday?”

Rey:“Honestlyspeaking,Ican’twaittogetout

ofhere.Like,Iamfedup,Ihavehadenough”

Ilaugh.She’sonlyleftwithonemoreyear,soI



don’tseewhyshe’scomplaining.Universityis

tentimeshectic.

Rey:“It’snotfunny.Mybrainisoverloaded.I

cannottakeanymore”

Me:“Don’tworry,it’llgetbettereventually.And

theyearisendingsoon”

Rey:“Thenanotheryearofthismadness.

Angeke”

Me:“Imissedyou”

Rey:“YouknowwhereIliveRomeo”

Me:“Ijustdon’tknowifI’mwelcome”

Rey:“Goodpoint”

Me:“Thesarcasmistooloud”

Rey:“HaiRomeo,Iamtired.Ineedashower”

Me:“I’msorry,Iwon’tmentionit”

Rey:“Youknowwhywebrokeup.Ididn’tagree

tothissowecantalkaboutus,Ididitforour



son.Idon’thateyou,Iloveyou,butyouknow

wherewestand”

Me:“Felicia,Igetthepoint.Youdon’thaveto

rubitin”

IwouldbelyingifIsaidI’mnotdisappointed

andthishasmymindrunningtoomuch.Inmy

mindistheXavierboyandItrytorecollect

myself.

Therestoftherideissilent.Idon’twanttoget

pissed,moreespeciallyinmyson’spresence.

WearriveatmyhouseandIhumblyopenthe

doorforme.

Rey:“So,you’remad?”

Me:“Felicia,please”

Rey:“Ijustdon’tgetit”

Me:“Youwouldn’t,whichmakesmewonderif

youreallylovemelikeyouclaim”

Rey:“LikeIclaim?Wow”



Me:“Felicia,Idon’twanttodothiswithyou.

Notinfrontofourson”

Rey:“He’sdrowsyso,I’llgoputhimtosleep”

Me:“Wow”

Shetakesthekeyfrommeandopensthedoor.

Igetin,followingthembutgostraighttothe

kitchen.Ineedsomealcoholinmysystem.

Idon’tknowwhyshe’sstartingsomethingwith.

Icanneverreallyknowwhat’sgoingoninher

mind.

Iamyettofindout.IfindvodkaandIdrinkfrom

thebottle.Felicitycanbestressful,andIamnot

abouttohandlehersober.

Rey:“Wow,yougettingsloshedforme?”

Me:“Ufunanikum?LikeIhaven’tdoneanything

toyouausi”

Rey:“Youcheatedonme”

Me:“Youleftme”



Rey:“Itwasn’tthefirsttime”

Me:“We’redone,moveon”

Rey:“Whowouldwanta16-year-oldwithababy?

Noonesocongratulationsforruiningmylife”

Ilaugh.Icannotbelieveshe’ssayingthat.

Insteadifreplying,Igoonwithmydrinking.

Rey:“Soyouwon’tsayanything?”

Me:“Nop.Iamignoringyou”

Rey:“I’mnolongerattractiveneh”

Me:“Yoh…Yoh…Yoh”

Isay,runningmyhandovermyhead.Iactually

don’tknowhowwegothere.

Me:“Youwokeupformeneh”

Rey:“I’mgoingtoshower”

Me:“Please,you’resuffocatingme”

Rey:“So,I’msmelling?”



Me:“Yeah,probablytheshitfilledinyour

mouth”

ThenIlaugh.Thelookonherfacejustcracks

meup.

Shedoestheunthinkableandslapsme.

Me:“Whatthefuck?”

Rey:“Nx!”

Me:“Freeadvicebabygirl,don’tyoueverdo

that”

Rey:“Orwhat?”

Me:“I’mgonnafuckyouup,literally”

Rey:“Oh?”

Me:“Tryme”

SheslapsmeagainandIwouldbelyingifIsaid

theshitdoesn’thurt.

Ihavetotakeasipofthevodkatonumbthe

pain.



Me:“Uzonyawena”

Justasshe’sabouttosaysomething,Ipullher

tomeandkissher.

ThereplythatI’mgettingprovestomethisis

whatshewants.Ipickherup,putheronthe

kitchencounterandgetbetweenherlegs.

I’llgiveheralegitreasontotakeashower.

.

BANDILE

Krissie:“IknowIhaveoverstayedmywelcome”

IchuckleasIdrinkaglassofwater.

Me:“Ihaveenjoyednotdoinganythingandnot

havingtakeawaysforachange”

Krissie:“Yeahbutdutycalls”

Me:“Iunderstand,I’mgladwegood”

Krissie:“Don’tbeastranger”

Me:“Iwon’t”



Krissie:“Ahug?”

Me:“Whynot?”

Iopenmyarmsandshecomes.Ihavenoshirt

on,wellwe’reindoors.

Thehugisabittightandsheruinsthingsby

moaning,myhandsjustwenttoherassandmy

breathhitherneck.

Krissie:“Bandi”

Me:“Safetrip”

Surelyyoudidn’texpectanythingmore.

.

.

Tobecontinued

[07/25,15:55]W:EPISODEFORTY-THREE

ROMEO

Ineversawthiscoming,italmostdoesn’tfeel

real.Ican’tbelieveshe’shere,inmybed...our



bed.Shelookssobeautiful,she’sglowing,andI

wishitwaspossibletostareforeternity.Sheis

snoringpeacefully.Well,itwasquiteaworkout.

ThelasttimeImadeloveorevenhadsexwas

withher.Afterwebrokeup,aftershebrokeup

withme,myfocusturnedtooursonand

makinghimhappy.Ithoughtofher,nevergave

uponherandIneverwill.She’stheloveofmy

lifeandIcannotseeafuturewithoutherinit.

Rey:“Icannotbelieveyou”

IguessIgotsolostinmythoughtsthatI

couldn’tevenrealiseshe’sawake.

Me:“Baby,areyouhungry?”

Rey:“Youtookadvantageofme”

Ilaugh.IlaughbecauseIamtheonewhodrank

soshe’sbeingabsurdrightnow.

Me:“MaybethealcoholIwasdrinkinggotyou

drunkinstead,neh?”



Shesitsonthebed,withherarmsfolded.

Rey:“Youthinkyou’refunnyneh”

Me:“Ok,Igetitthatyouhungry”

Rey:“Iwantemergencypills.Ishouldprobably

gogettested”

Ichuckleoutofdisbelief.Icannotbelieveshe

justsaidthat.

Me:“Whatareyoutryingtosay?”

Rey:“Idon’ttrustyouRomeoandIamnoteven

goingtopretend.Idon’tknowwhatyougetup

to”

Me:“Wow”

Rey:“Iwantthatpill.Yourassshouldbeonthe

waynow”

Me:“Youbetterwatchyourtonerightnow”

Rey:“Orwhat?IcannotbelieveIallowedthisto

happen”



Me:“Justadmitthatitwasgoodandyou

enjoyedeverymomentandstoptalkingbull”

Shefoldsherarmsthenpouts.

Me:“Let’sgoshower”

Rey:“Iamnotdoinganythingwithyou.This

wasamistakeandit’snotgoingtohappen

again”

Thenshestandsupanddisappearsintothe

bathroom.Imustadmitthatithurthearingher

saythat.Anyway,Idecidetorathergoshower

intheguestroomandgogetherpills.

She’slyingthough,it’sdefinitelygoingto

happenagainandthattime,shewon’tregretit.

.

KADEN

Ihavebeenhelpingmysisterwiththeweeding

andweallaretryingtokeepbusy.It’snoteasy

withKristeninjail.Trinnyisamessandthe



twinsareinandoutofhospital.Wealljustwant

tofocusontheonethingpositivethat’s

happeningrightnow,whichisthewedding.

IamsittinginthepatiowhenJadacomesand

sitsnexttome.

Jada:“IthinkI’mcursed”

Me:“What’sup?”

Jada:“Iamtheonlyonewho’ssingle.Youhave

Jabu,HopehasMikeandJadehasBk.Then

there’sme”

Me:“Ohcomeon,it’snotabigdeal”

Jada:“Itis.Idon’thaveadatetothewedding.I

amsuchasadstory”

SheactuallysoundssadandIreallydon’tknow

howtomakeherfeelbetteraboutthis.Idon’t

evenknowwhattosay.

Jada:“Idon’tevenknowifIshouldgo”

Me:“Keepinmindthatit’sHope’sdayandshe



wouldreallyappreciateyourpresence”

Jada:“Iwanttoenjoylikeotherkidstoo,you

know”

Ilaughcauseshesoundscrazyrightnow

Me:“Youwillandyoudon’tknowwhoyou

mightmeetthere”

Jada:“You’reright.IhavetomakesureIam

lookinggoodand…ohwow,IwonderwhyI

neverthoughtofitlikethat.”

Shehugsmethenkissesmycheek

Jada:“Thankssis”

Thensherushesout,leavingmeintonsof

laughter.TothinkIwasneverreallyinterested

inthisdatingthinguntilImetJabu.Heisquite

acharmerandthinkingabouthimmakesmy

heartskipabeat.Ilovehim,Ilovehimsomuch

andIreallycannotimaginelifewithouthim.

Hemakesmehappy,sohappyandalthoughhe



canbestubbornandoverlysarcastic,he’smy

everything.

Momcomesandshesmilesatme.

Me:“What?”

Mom:“Isitwrongtosmileatmyown

daughter?”

Me:“Nobutit’sweird”

Mom:“YousoundlikeHoperightnow”

Webothchuckle.

Me:“Butforrealmom”

Shesighs,andthatmakesmeworryabit.

Shesitsnexttome.

Mom:“Iamreallyproudofyouandthewoman

youhavebecome”

Me:“Itry.Iamnotperfectmom”

Mom:“Iloveyou.Iloveyousosomuch.Ihave

lovedyouasmyownandIwillforeverdo.



regardlessofyourpaternity,youwillalwaysbe

mydaughter”

Me:“Mom,youaremakingmeworry.Whatis

goingon?”

Shetakesadeepbreathandmyheartstarts

beatingfast.Iamthinkingoftheworstright

nowandinmyheart,Iamhopingthatsheisnot

dyingoranythingtragic.Icannotloseher.Not

nowanddefinitelynotinthefuture.

Mom:“Idon’tknowhowtotellyouthis”

Me:“What?”

Atthispoint,Iamevenshaking.

Mom:“It’sKriselda.She’s…she’sverysickand

shewouldliketoseeyou”

Me:“I…Idon’tthinkIcandothatmom.Idon’t

hateher,butsheleftmeandhasnever

botheredtosearchforme.Ican’tjustrunto

Australiabecauseshe’ssick”



Mom:“Baby,youcannotholdanyhateinyour

heart.Sheisstillthewomanyougavebirthto

andIdon’twantyoutoregretthisInthefuture”

Me:“CanIatleastthinkaboutthis?Iknowyou

aregoodatconvincingpeoplebutplease”

Shechuckles.

Mom:“shemightnothavemuchtimeleft.I

trustthatyouwillmaketherightdecision.Your

fatherandIwillalsogoseeher”

Shekissesmeonthecheekandleavesmeina

poolofthoughts.

Iactuallydon’tknowhowtofeelaboutthis.

Phoebehasbeenamazingbutmeetingmy

mom?Ijustdon’tknow.

Idon’tthinkI’mready.Yes,Ihavereadherbook

butamIreallyreadyformeetingher?

Momisrightthough,Imightregretthisinthe

future.Shesaidshedoesn’thavemuchtimeto



liveandmaybewhatshehastosaymightbe

important.

Ihavequestionsthatonlyshecananswerand

maybethere’snoharmindoingthis.

TheonlywayIcanfindoutisbyleavingwith

momanddad.

Jesushasalwaysemphasisedtheimportance

offorgivenessandhesaysinMatthew6thatif

weforgiveotherstheirtrespasses,Godwillalso

forgiveusourtrespasses.

Iamdoingthis,andIknowdeepdownthatI

won’tregretit.

.

PINK

It’sthe9thofAugustandIfeellikeit’smy

birthdaybecauseIamsoexcited.Felix,Faith

andIhavemadelotsofplansthroughoutthe

day.It’sbasicallyFaithandItreatinghertoa



dayoutbecauseshedeservesitafterallthe

stressandpressurehermomhasbeenputting

herunder.It’sThursdayandnoneofusarenot

goingtoschooltomorrowsowecangetfucked

upasmuchaswewish.

Iamreallysoexcited.Iwokeupatmidnightto

singherahappybirthday.Yes,Iamquitea

goodsingerbutIamnotbragging.

Anyway,it’sjustaround8amandIhavejust

takenashower.

Iamabouttogetdressedwhenmyphonerings.

It’sacallfrommyboyfriendsothatputsa

smileonmyface.

Me:“Baby”

Bandi:“Sthandwasam,unjani?”

Me:“I’mgoodbutImissyousomuch”

Bandi:“Iwantyoutospendthenightwithme

tonight.AfteryoudonecelebratingRey’s



birthdayofcourse”

Me:“I…Idon’tknowbaby.Youknowhowitisat

home”

Bandi:“Please.Imissyousomuch.Ineedyou

todothisforme.Ijustwanttospendanight

withyou.Pleasesthandwasam”

Isigh.OfcourseIwantthisanditssomething

thatcouldtakemymindfromwhat’shappening

athome.

Me:“Fine.I’llspendthenightwithyou”

Bandi:“ThankyousomuchandIpromiseit’s

goingtobeworthit”

Me:“Ilikethesoundofthat”

Bandi:“well,Iwillleaveyoutoitthen.Seeyou

laterboo”

Me:“Bye,Iloveyou”

Bandi:“Iloveyoumoreandenjoyyourgirls

outing”



Me:“Thankyou”

WehangupandIgetdressed

Ialsopackanovernightbagwhichincludesmy

clothesforlater.Iamwearingblackleggings

withleatherinthefrontandabigbaggynike

hoodie.Iweartakkiesbecauseit’sgoingtobea

longdayandIbelieveIstilllookgoodeventhat

simple.

ImetupwithmymomoutsideasIamaboutto

leavewholooksatme.

Mom:“Areyougoingtotellmewhereyougoing

withthatbag?”

Me:“IammeetingupwithFelicia”

Mom:“Thatlookslikeyouaremovinginwith

her”

Shesayswithherarmsfolded.

Me:“Mom,Iamlate”

Mom:“GoaheadPink,doasyouwish.Idon’t



havethestrengthtofightwithanyofyoukids

anymore”

Isighbecausethatbreaksmyheart,butI

cannotbackoutnow.Shemakesmefeelso

guiltybutbeingathomeissodepressing.

Momhasbeenlikethatsincedadgotarrested.

Shemakesusallfeelguiltyforgoingout.

Kristenisusuallytheonewho’smoreobedient

butshe’sharderonme.

Anyway,Itakeatakeataxitotownwhichis

wherewehaveallagreedtomeet.

Mybagisnotthatbigbytheway.

Momjustlikesexaggerating.

Faith:“Finally.Igotusadriver”

Me:“Nohey?Nothing?”

Weshareatighthugbeforesittingdownatthe

chosenvenue.It’sahotelthathasawholelot

ofactivitiesgoingon.



Me:“Whoishe?”

Faith:“He’sThabo.Blackanddelicious”

Me:“Haveyoutastedhim?”

Shelaughs.

Faith:“Notyet.Heofferedtoevenpayforthis”

Me:“Howoldishe?”

Faith:“22,don’tjudgeandIhaven’tkissedhim

yet.He’ssuchagentleman”

Me:“Whendidthishappen?”

Faith:“Afewdaysback.Let’snottalkmuch

aboutthis.HowfarisFelix?”

Felix:“Rightbehindya!”

Weallscreamandshareagrouphug.

Me:“Happybirthdayagainandyoulookgood”

Felix:“Ihadto.It’smybirthdayafterall”

Faith:“happybirthdaybaeb”



Felix:“Thankyousomuchguys.Wherearethe

drinks?I’minthemoodtoparty!”

Faith:“WellmyblackKingorganisedthejacuzzi

forus.There’smusicplaying,cocktailsand

snacks”

Me:“Idon’thaveaswimsuit”

Faith:“Iknowyoubitchessizes,soit’scovered.

Wejustgottagetourassesthere”

.

REY

Seventeen.Ididn’timagineitbeinglikethis.

IamwithmyfriendsandIhavehadagoodday

sofar.Iactuallygottoforgetabouthomeand

allthenegativityhappeningthere.

MysistersentmeaspavoucherandIhave

receivedotheramazinggifts.It’snotjustthe

materialisticgoodsbutIhavereceivedheart-

warmingmessagesandIamtrulyblessedto



havepeoplewhoshowermewithsomuchlove.

Pink:“Guys,let’sgoshower.It’stimeforthe

realparty”

Me:“Thankyousomuchformakingmydayso

specialguys.Itreallymeansalottome”

Wehugagainthenwegotakeseparate

showers.Iactuallytakeabathwhilethey

shower.

MyphoneringswhenIgetoutofthebathroom.

Me:“Hello”

Zan:“Birthdaygirl”

Me:“Isawyourmessage.It’sbeautiful.Thank

you”

Zan:“Igotyouagifttoo”

Me:“Youdidn’thaveto”

Zan:“Iwantedto.Nowcomegetit,Idon’thave

muchtime”



Me:“ButIamnotathome”

Zan:“Comedowntothereception”

Me:“Don’tplaylikethat”

Zan:“Idon’thavetheenergynortimetoplay.

Justcomedown”

Me:“Fine”

Ilotionandquicklygetdressed.I’llfixmyself

whenIcomeback.

Igetinthegroundfloorandhecomestome

immediatelywhenIgetoutoftheelevatorand

givesmeatighthug.

Zan:“Youlookgrown”

Hesays,kissingmyforehead.

Me:“Andyoulooklikeyousmell,good”

Hechuckles.

Zan:“Thankyou.Iamnotplanningonkeeping

youlong”



Me:“HowdidyouknowI’mhere?”

Zan:“Doesitmatter?”

Ishakemyhead.

Me:“Notreally”

Zan:“Ididn’tknowwhattogetyou”

Hesays,takingoutaboxfromhisbox.

Me:“What’sthis?”

Zan:“Nothingbig.You’llopenitinyourspare

time”

Me:“thankyou”

Isay,givinghimahug.

Zan:“You’rewelcome.Walkmeout,please”

Me:“Ofcourse”

Wewalkholdinghandsjustforfun.Ievenforce

himtotakeapicturewithmeandthegift.

Zan:“Enjoyresponsible”



Me:“Iwillbe”

Zan:“Don’tgettoodrunkplease”

Me:“I’lltry.Stopworrying”

Zan:“You’retipsy”

Me:“Thanksforcoming”

Isay,aimingtokisshimonthecheekbuthe

turnsandourlipslock.

Hisaresosoft,Idon’tknowhowithappened,

butweendedupmorelikemakingoutagainst

hiscaruntilwestoppedtocatchourbreaths.

Me:“Wow”

Zan:“Enjoy17”

Hesayswinkingandgettingintohiscar.

I’mlefttherestunnedandlickingmylips.

Me:“Wow”

I’mbroughtbacktolifebyPinkcallingmeandI

knowIhavetoturnback.



.

.

Tobecontinued…

[07/25,16:00]W:EPISODEFORTY-FOUR

PINK

IamalreadydressedandsoisFaithandallwe

waitingforisFelix.

ShecomesinwithabigsmilePlasteredonher

facewhichdissolvesassoonassheseesus

looking.

Me:"Andthen?Wherewereyou?"

Felix:"Somewhere.I'llquicklyfixmyself"

Me:"Whowasit?Romeo?"

Felix:"JustmindyourownbusinessPink"

Shedoesn'tsayitinabadtoneandIlookather

withmyeyesthrowingdaggersather.

Me:"I'llfindout"



Shechuckles,walkingout.

I'mactuallycurious.Iknowit'snotRomeo,I

couldseeitwhenImentionedhimbutnow,

whoisit?

Anyway,it'sherdaysoI'llsolvethismysteryon

anotherday.

Felix:"Alldone.Wecango"

Faith:"Thaboisoutside.Heagreedtobeour

personalchauffeur.Morelikeofferedsoyeah"

Me:"It'sgooddrinkingwithnoworries."

Faith:"AlwaysandI'mnotspendingthenightat

home"

Me:"Momisprobablygoingtoroastmeforit.

ShemademefeelsoguiltywhenIleft"

Felix:"That'sreallyhowparentsare.Theylike

overreactingandbeingunreasonable

sometimes.NnaI'musedtoit.IknowbecauseI

wentout,I'mgonnahearaboutituntilJesus



comes"

Well,welaughaswemakeourwaytothe

elevator.

We'reallsoexcitedaswegetintoTHABO'scar.

Imustadmitthathe'sflames,justasFaith

describedhim.

Hekeepslookingatherwitheyesfulloflove.

I'mactuallyhappyforher.Shedeservesallthe

happinessintheworld.

Felix:"Theylookcute"

Me:"Iknowright.I'mhappyforher"

Felix:"Iamtoo"

She'sinthefrontseatwhileweintheback.So

we'reactuallywhisperingwhilemusicisplaying.

Me:"Bandiiscoming.Wespendingthenight"

Felix:"Ncoow.Youfinallygettinglaid"

Ilaugh.



Me:"Ohplease,it'snotaboutthat.I'mjustglad

I'mgoingtosleepinhisarms"

Felix:"That'ssweet"

Ilaugh.

Me:"Yeah,soIsRomeo..."

Felix:"RomeoandIareover.We'redone.Asmy

friend,I'dexpectyoutogetthat"

Me:"Well,youstillhadsexwithhimlastweek"

Shesighs.

Felix:"Itwasamistakebutdefinitelyworthmy

while.Thepointis,I'mtryingtomoveon"

Me:"Youguysaremeanttobetogether.I

doubtthat'sgoingtohappen."

Felix:"Well,he'shurtmeandbesides,I'm

focusingonotherthings"

Me:"Who?Kristen?"

Felix:"Isyourbrotherathing?"



Ichuckle.

Me:"It'sfine.Belikethat"

Shealsolaughs.FaithandtheBaeareintheir

ownworld.

Anyway,wearriveatourdestinationwhereshe

remainsinthecarwithhimforawhile.

Me:"Man,she'ssoinlove"

Felix:"Shedeservesit"

Me:"We'vebeenwaitingfortoolong,let'sgo

inside"

Felix:"Rightafteryou"

Well,wegoinandthemusicispumpingout

loud.

IhavemycardsowegototheVIPsection.My

boyfriendwaskindenoughtotopitupso

moneyisnotanissue.

Feliciadeservestoenjoyherday.Minewas



specialsohershastobeextraspecial.

WeorderdrinksthengEtcomfortableandscan

Aroundthesection.

WhatIloveaboutthisclubisthatthereareno

blessers.Therearenooldmenwithbig

stomachsheretoluretheyouthawaywiththeir

bloodMoney.

It'sayouthfulclubandIheardAreeceisgoing

toperform.

Ican'twaitforthat.

Ilovehim.I'mreallyabigfan.

Me:"Ohmyword"

Felix:"What?"

Me:"Krissie.She'sherewithherbitterfriends"

Felix:"She'snotthatbadaperson.Herand

Bandidatedwhiley'allhadbrokenupso

technically,youtookherman"



Me:"Ineedshooters.Shit,she'scominghere"

Felix:"She'safriend"

GoodthingisFaithcomesasshecomesso

theyarriveatwhereweseatedatthesametime.

Krissie:"Birthdaygirl.Youlookgood"

Felix:"Oh,Itry"

Shegigglesastheyhugandendupwalking

away,talking.

Faith:"Andthen?"

Me:"Sherubsmeoffthewrongway.Bitxh

didn'tevengreet"

Faith:"Youtookherman!"

Ilaugh.

Me:"Yeah,Feliciasaidthatbuthewasalways

mine"

Ourdrinksarrivewithshots.

Me:"Wedidn'torderthis"



Faith:"Idid.Let'sparty"

sowegetonwiththeshots.Felixcomesand

alsojoinsus.

IstartrelaxingasIgetmoreandmore

intoxicated.

.

BANDILE

me:"Slowitdownman"

Romeo:"Don'ttellmetofuckenslowitdown!"

Me:"Drinkingisnotgoingtohelp"

Romeo:"Howcouldshedothistome?With

Zandre?Zandreofallpeople?Thatsonofa

bitchisuntouchable!"

Me:"You'renottogethersohe'ssimply

pursuingasinglewoman"

Romeo:"Feliciaismine!Mine!"

Me:"YouneedtocalmdownBruh"



We'reoutsideathisplaceanddrinking.

Unfortunately,Ican'tdrinkalotsinceI'm

pickingupPinklateron.

Romeo:"Idon'tneedtodoanythingelsethan

drownmysorrows"

Me:"Whyareyouhavingherfollowed?"

Romeo:"Toprotect"

Me:"You'renotagangstersowhat'syourpoint?

"

Romeo:"Idon'tanswertoyou"

Hesays,thengulpsdownabottleofthreeships.

Me:"Youshouldjustcry,getitoverwith"

Romeo:"Fuckyou"

Me:"Reyisgoingtobemadifshefindsoutyou

keepingtabsonher"

Romeo:"MaybeshemightgettoodrunkandI'll

gogetherandshe'llsleephere"



Me:"Ohwow"

Romeo:"shedoesn'tevenwaitamonthafter

wemadelove.Alreadyexchangingsalivawith

thatarrogantbastard"

Me:"Maybeshelikesthemarrogant"

Romeo:"Don'tyoudarecomparemetothat

sonofabitch!"

Me:"It'sjustathought."

Romeo:"MaybeIshouldcallMonica.Ineedto

offload"

Me:"NowyoupushingherstraightintoZan's

arms"

Romeo:"I'lljustfocusonmysonlikeI'vebeen

doing"

Me:"Andstopstressing"

Romeo:"That'simpossible"

Me:"Wasworthashot"



Webothlaughandit'scalmernowandwetalk

aboutotherthings.

TimetravelsandIreceiveacallfromPink

who'sstutteringandnotmakingsensewhich

tellsmeshe'sdrunk.

Romeogoesinsidebecausehe'stiredandjust

wantstosleep.

SoIgetintomycarandgopickherup.

She'swastedtosaytheleastandiswithKrissie

wholooksdropdeadgorgeous.

Krissie:"Reytoldmetowaitwithher.She's

prettywasted"

Me:"WhereisRey?"

Krissie:"Wenttothetoilet"

Me:"OKKrissie,thankyou"

Pink:"Let's...Jus..Go"

Me:"Youlookgood"



Iwhisperandshesmiles.

Krissie:"Thanks"

Shewhispersback.

IputPinkinthebackseatandwhenI'maboutto

getinthefront,InoticeReycomingtoKrissie.

Ibreatheoutinrelief.Atleastshe'snotwith

Zandre.

Pinkiswaytoodrunk.

There'snowayIcandosomethingwithher.

.

REY

me:"Thanksforwatchingher"

Krissie:"She'sprettyoutofit"

Me:"Yeah.Weshouldgo"

Krissie:"I'lldriveusKe.Andthanksforagreeing



tocomewithme"

Me:"Betterthangoinghome.Mymomwasn't

gonnaopenanyway.Idon'thavemycarforthe

roomoutside"

Krissie:"It'smypleasure.Youwerealways

goodtomewhenIwasdatingBandi.You'rea

goodperson"

Me:"OhItry"

Krissie:"Whyaren'tyouwasted?"

Me:"Iknowmylimit.PlusIhatehangovers"

Krissie:"They'requiteanightmare."

Musicispumpingoutloudatherhome.

Shegroans.

Me:"What'shappening?"

Krissie:"Mybrotherisprobablyhome.Our

parentsaren'theresoheprobablydecidedto

throwoneofhisparties"



Me:"That'ssomething.I'mtiredsoI'lljustgo

straighttobed"

Krissie:"Yeah,untilyougetinthereandhe

persuadesustojoin"

Me:"Idoubt"

Shechuckles.

Krissie:"Don'tsayIdidn'ttellyou"

.

.
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EPISODEFORTY-FIVE

REY

Me:“Thankyouforlettingmesleepover”

Krissie:“It’sapleasure.Stillcan’tbelieveyou

putmybrotherinhisplace”



Me:“Nooffencebutyourbrotherisvery

arrogant”

Shechuckles.

Krissie:“Nonetaken.Iknowhowheis”

Me:“Well,untilwemeetagain”

Krissie:“Ofcourse,anddon’tbeastranger”

Me:“I’lltry”

Wehug,andIstepoutofhercar.Iamsurprised

tofindTumi’scarparkedoutside.Weusually

justtalkoverthephone.

Igreether,andmymotherthenjustgotomy

room.

Amomentlater,sheletsherselfin.

Iamreallytiredandwaslookingforwardto

sleepingonmyownbed.

Tumi:“Iamgladyouenjoyedyourbirthday”

Me:“Idid”



Tumi:“MomtellsmeyougaveOmegaaway”

Me:“He’sbetteraway.Thisenvironmentistoo

toxic”

Shenods.

Tumi:“She’smymother.Idon’tlikeitwhen

she’sstressed.Iamtalkingasyoursister”

Me:“Oh?”

Tumi:“Stopmisbehavingandfocusonyour

studies.Thissleepingaroundbusinessshould

stop.Youareamother.Theleastyoucandois

actrightforyourson’ssake”

Me:“Wow”

Tumi:“Datinganolderguydoesn’tmeanyou’re

grown”

Me:“Andbeingmarriedtoone?”

Tumi:“Don’ttestme.Icaneasilyconvincemom

tochaseyouout.Don’ttryme”



Me:“AndIwasconvincedyouhadchanged.So

muchforbeingmyhalf-sister”

Tumi:“Don’ttestme”

Thenshestandsupandtheregoesmydayall

ruined.

Ijustdon’tunderstandwhyIhavetohavesuch

abitchybigsister.

Ireallythoughtshehadchanged.Ihavefew

peoplewhoarereallythereforme.

ItsuckssometimesbutIappreciatethelittle

thatIhave.

Iendupfallingasleep,whichhelpsmenot

overthink.Mymindcanreallygocrazyina

cogitationmoment.

.

HOPE

IamwithTrinnyandwearehavingteawith

muffinsshebaked.Shesaysshetriestokeep



busy,especiallywhenthetwinsaresleeping.

Theyaremuchbetternow.Itsortofcomesand

goes.They’renowfivemonthsyoung.

Me:“Youlookmuchbettertoday”

Shechuckles.

Trinny:“Beingdepressedwillmakemeage.I

can’thavemyhusbandfindingmeasagranny”

Ichuckle.Hersenseofhumourisoutofthis

world.Iamgladshe’stryingtokeepittogether.

Itcan’tbeeasy.SheandKristenarelikefinger

andnail-inseparable.Thiscan’tbeanyeasyon

her.

Me:“Totallyagree.How’sPink?”

Trinny:“Aheadache.She’shardlyeverhome.”

Me:“Thisistakingatolloneveryone”

Trinny:“Onthebrighterside,there’syour

weddingcomingsoon.Iamactuallyexcited”



Ismile.

Me:“Metoo.Iamalittlenervous”

Trinny:“Yeahbutsomeofusaremoreinto

havingagoodoutfitandthegreatestof

moments.”

Me:“AndJadeniscoming.It’sgoingtobea

lituation”

Shelaughs.

Trinny:“Lookatyoubeingblack”

Me:“Ohcomeon.That’snotfair”

Trinny:“Iamjustsaying.Andtellme,areyou

pregnantyet?”

Ichuckle.

Me:“No.MikeandIarereallytakingiteasy”

Trinny:“Really?”

Me:“Yeah.PlusIdoubtPhoebewastalking

aboutme.Ifitwasboundtohappen,Ishould



havebeenpregnantalongtimeago”

Trinny:“Praythatifyoudo,

.

ONEWEEKLATER

KADEN

Jabuwaskindenoughtogowithmeonthistrip.

Yes,myparentsareherebutit’snotthesame.

Ikindofneededsomeonetoholdmyhandand

tohim,itwasjustanoverseastrip.He’sexcited

whichisreallycominginhandywhenitcomes

tocalmingmedown.

After14hourswefinallylandandmyheart

actuallystartsbeatingfast.

Jabu:“Sydney.Ireallycan’tbelieveIamhere”

Momchuckles.

Mom:“Iactuallydidn’tseethiscoming.Phoebe



betterorganiseatourforus”

Ihalfsmile.

Dad:“Areyouokbaby?”

Me:“Idon’tknowdad.Iamnotreallysurenow

ifIwannadothis”

Jabu:“Baby,justgetitoveranddonewith.My

momalsoabandonedmebutifIweretohear

she’sinherdeathbedandwantstoseeme,I

wouldgoforclosure.”

Me:“Iguessthatmakessense”’

Dad:“Justrelax,stopstressingandenjoythe

Sydneybreeze”

Therearealwaysmomentswewishto

procrastinateforlife.SuddenlyIamnervous

andnotreadyforthis.Ishouldhavewaiteduntil

thewedding.Maybedoingthissoearlywasa

prematuredecision.

WhileIamstilllostinmyownthoughts,Ihear



Phoebe’svoiceandonlytofindoutshe’shere.

Phoebe:“I’mgladyoucame”

Isimplynodandwefollowhertohercar.The

journeyisnotthatlongandIamhappytofind

outwe’rebeingdriventoahotel.

ThelastthingIwantistosleepinthesame

houseaskrisi.NooffensebutIamjustnot

ready.

WearriveandIamreallytirednow.Whenjabu

andIgetinourroom,Iimmediatelytakea

shower.

IfindhimdeadasleepwhenIcomebackwhich

makesmejustlaugh.Ilotion,getdressedinmy

sleepwearthensnugglenexttohimonthebed

aftertakingoffhisshoes.

Iwakeuphourslaterandhe’snotnexttome.

There’sanoteonthebedcounterwhichtells

mehe'swithmyparents.



They'rehavingsomelatelunchsoIshowerand

getdressedinasimpledresswithmyflops.

IcallroomserviceforsomefoodwhichIeat

whilesittinginthebalcony.Theviewisniceand

ImustsayIcan'twaittoexplorethiscity.Even

ifit'sjustforaday.

There'saknockonthedoorandtomysurprise,

it'sPhoebe.

Me:"Hi"

Phoebe:"Hey.Yourparentstoldmetocome

fetchyou.Youweresleepingwhentheyleft"

Me:"Fetchmeforwhat?"

Phoebe:"Momisgettingworse.Idon'tthink

shehasevenmoredaysleft"

Inodandagain,myheartisbeatingoffmy

chest.

Theridetotheirhomeissilent.Mymindisloud

enough.



Gettingin,mykneesareshaking.

Phoebe:"Relax.Iknowthisisnoteasy.Icannot

imaginehowyoufeelmeetingyourpaternal

motherlikethis"

Me:"Andthat'sallshe'lleverbe.Thewoman

whogavebirthtome"

IhearhersighbutIreallymeanit.

Thehouseisquiet.Youwouldprobablyheara

needlefall.

It'sabighouse.She'sreallydonewellfor

herself.

Wegototheelevatorandthat'swhenmyheart

isatmyknees.

Phoebe:"ThisisZac,mybrother"

Me:"Hi"

HeiscomingfromtheroomI'vebeentoldKrisi

isin.



Hegivesmeahugandakissontheforehead

thenleaves.

Helooksreallysad.

Phoebe:"I'llbeinthenextroomifyouneedme"

Thisisit.Justontheotherdooristhewoman

whogavebirthtome.

Itakeadeepbreath,openthedoorandgetin.

.

PINK

sometimesIwishIwasinvarsitylikeBandi.

IwishIhadmyownapartmentandcoulddoas

Iwish.

Mymomhasbeencalmernow.Shedoesn't

evenshout.

Yes,itdoesworryme.Youcanneverknowwith

her.

ThetwinsaregoodbutIfeellonelywithoutdad.



Itjusthurts.

Myroutineisalwaysthesame.Ihavejustcome

fromschoolandthrowmyselfonthebed.

I'mtiredreally.

MyphoneringsandIassumeit'sBandi

Me:"Baby"

"Mylove"

Iknowthatvoiceandallthedrowsiness

disappears.

Me:"Marco"

Marco:"Yousounddisappointedpumpkin"

Me:"Whatdoyouwant?"

Marco:"Imissyou.Imissyousomuch.It's

crazy"

Me:"We'redone.Webrokeup"

Hechuckles.



Marco:"Whosaidthat?Idon'tremember

breakingupwithyou"

Me:"It'sdone"

Marco:"I'mtheonewhoapproachedyoubaby.

I'mtheonewho'sgoingtoleaveyou.Youseem

toforgetyouroath"

Me:"Wh..Whatoath?"

Marco:"Tilldeathdouspart.I'mnotdeadyet"

Thenhelaughs.Hereallyhadmehere.

Marco:"Onthereal,Imissyouprincess"

Me:"Ple..Pleasedon'tdothis"

Marco:"Ijustwannaseeyou"

Me:"Ican't...Pleasedon't"

Marco:"I'mrightbyyourwindow.Openup"

Me:"Marco"

Marco:"Please"



Iopenmyslidingdoorandhe'sthere.He's

wearingallblackwithahoodie.

Helooksgood.

Hesmilesatme,uncoveringhishead.

Me:"I'mreallytired"

Marco:"Iknow"

Hesays,goingtomydoorandlockingit.

Marco:"Ineededtoseeyou.Ihaven'tstopped

thinkingaboutyou.Istillloveyou"

Me:"Marco"

Iwhisper,sittingonmybed.Hesitsnexttome.

Marco:"Weweregoodtogether"

Me:"Ilovehim"

Marco:"Iloveyou.MorethanIdidyesterday.I

can'tstopit"

Me:"I'msorry"



Iwhisperandatearfallsdownmycheek.

Icanseeitinhiseyes.HemeansitandIfeel

badabouthowthingsendedbutIloveBandi.

Me:"Icheatedonhimwithyou"

Marco:"Weweremorethanthat"

Inod.

Marco:"Iboughtyousomething"

Me:"What?"

Hetakesoutabottleofwinefromhisslingbag.

Me:"Tryingtogetmedrunk?"

Marco:"Wedrowningsorrows.Youwithyour

fatherbeingjailandmelosingtheloveofmy

life"

It'ssweetwhite.Fromdrinkingwine,tosmoking

weedandhealsotakesoutabottleofvodka

andwetakeshots.



Thingsarejustrelaxed.

I'mtryingnottogetfuckedupbutIcanfeelI'm

drunk.

Marco:"Iwannakissyou"

Igiggle.

Heleanscloserandkissesme.

It'stempting.It'ssotemptingandIendup

fallingintothistemptation.

I'mjustcravingsomeaffectionandhe'shere.

Idon'tthinkmymindisfunctioningwellatthis

point.

.

.

Excuseerrors.
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BANDILE

Ican'thelpbutworryaboutPink.Theissuewith

herdadcannotbebusy.

IwishIcouldbewithherbutI'mreallytoobusy

here.

Myscheduleistightandmycourseis

demanding.

Myphoneringsandit'slikeshe'salsothinking

ofme.

Me:"Sthandwasam"

There'snosoundcomingfromtheotherside.

Me:"Baby?"

ThenIhearasobwhichbreaksmyheart.

Me:"Mylove,areyouOK?Talktomeplease"

Pink:"Bandi"



Me:"What'swrongbabe?"

Pink:"I...I.."

Theshebreaksdown.

IhatethatI'mnotthere.Ihatethatshe'snot

cryinginmyarmsrightnow.

Thisreallybreaksmyheart.

Me:"Pleasedon'tcry.Youhurtingme"

Pink:"I'msosorry"

Me:"It'sOK.Iunderstandbutplease"

Pink:"You...Youdon'tunderstand"

Me:"Iknowit'snoteasybutIhateitwhenyou

cry"

Pink:"Everythingissuchamess"

me:"Baby,you'restrongerthanthis.Iknowyou

are.Iwillprobablyseeyouaweekbeforethe

weddingbutpleaseholdonuntilthen"

Ihearhersigh.



Pink:"OKImissyousomuch"

Me:"Imissyoutoosweetie.Morethanyoucan

imagine"

Pink:"I'llseeyouwhenyouhere"

Me:"Iloveyou"

Shedoesn'tsayanythingforawhile

Me:"Pink?"

Pink:"Iloveyoutoo.Somuch"

ShehangsuponmeandI'mreallyworried

abouther.

IreallywishIwaswithherbutI'llbetheresoon.

Hopefullymypresencewillmakeherfeelbetter.

.

PINK

it'saboutaweeklaterandtheweddingisintwo

weeksbutthat'snotwhyI'mexcited.



BandileiscominglatertodayandIcan'twaitto

seehim.

IhopeheneverfindsoutaboutMarco.Ireally

can'taffordtolosehim.Ilovehimandwhat

happenedwasamistake.

AmistakeI'llforeverregretbutIhavelearnedto

livewithit.Istillcan'tbelieveIwassostupid.

IallowedMarcotogetmedrunkanddoashe

pleaseswithme.

Ihatethatitwassogoodbutmyboyfriendis

thebestinthatdepartment.

Heneverdisappoints.

IwentdownstairsbecauseIwantedsomejuice

andmomhadbakedasusual.

WhenIarrived,Icouldn'tbelievewhoIfound.

Hewaswithmom.

Me:"Luhle!"



Iscreamedandrantohim.

Me:"You'rehere!"

Hechucklesandtossesmearound.

Luhle:"Ofcourse.Ihopeyou'vebeenbehaving

"

Me:"Ohcomeon.Whendidyougethere?"

Luhle:"Yesterday"

It'sTuesday.I'mgladhe'shere.

Iknowhepissesmeoffsometimes,treatsme

likeababybutIlovehim.

Mom:"I'llleaveyouguystocatchup.Come

withthatladyfordinnertomorrow.I'llcook"

Luhle:"Iwanttomeetthetwinsthough.Iknow

they'reasbeautifulasyouare"

Momgiggledsoftly.He'srightthough.She's

beautifulandsonatural,nomakeupandshe

lookslikeshedoesn'tage.



Mom:"They'resleepingbutmakesureyou

comeupbeforeyouleave"

Henodsandtheyhug.Igotothefridgeand

pourmyselfsomejuice.

Me:"Soyoucamewithalady?"

Luhle:"She'safriend"

Me:"Youreyessaysomethingelse"

Luhle:"Areyoustillwiththatloserwhofucked

mysister?"

Andhejusthadtogothere.

Me:"Uhyeahbutyou'renotabouttochange

thetopicthateasily"

Luhle:"It'sMinnie"

Me:"TheeMinnie?"

Henodswithasmile.

Me:"Woah,I'mimpressed"

Luhle:"Iknow.She'samazing"



Me:"Andyouloveher.Icanseeitinyoureyes"

Luhle:"You're16.Kidsyouragearefocusingon

theirbooksandlovingtheirmom"

Me:"Whenthey'remama'sbabieslikeyou"

Luhle:"OhfuckyouPink"

Me:"Ican'twaitfordinnertomorrow.Iwanna

askforanautograph"

Webothlaugh.ButIamhappyhe'shere.

MydaygetsmorebetterwhenIseeBandi

leaningbyhiscarwhilesmokinghiscigarette

andlookingatme,withhislocksdangling.

I'msohappy.It'saround6pmandhe'shere.

Me:"Baby!"

Heopenshisarmsformeandsqueezesme

tightbeforekissingthetopofmyhead.

Bandi:"Sthandwasam"

Me:"I...Ican'tbelieveyou'rehere"



Bandi:"ItoldyouI'mcomingsweetie.Imissed

you.Gosh,IwasexpectingafullblownFrench

kissfromyou"

Ichuckleashishandsgoestomybuttandhe

pressesourbodiestogether.

HisbreathhitsmyfaceandImelt.

Hislipsbrushmylipsbeforehekissesme.His

sweettonguekisswhichhasmewishinghecan

takemerightthere.

Hestopsandplantsawetkissonmyforehead.

Bandi:"Letmestealyouforawhile.Iwanna

burymyselfdeepinsideofyou"

Igigglewithmycheeksturningred.Hejust

mademeblush.

HeopensthedoorformeandIgetinthenhe

goestohisside.

Bandi:"Youlookmuchbetternow"

Me:"You'rehere,Luhleishere.I'mboundtobe



here"

Bandi:"Yourannoyingcousin?"

Me:"He'snotthatbad"

Bandi:"Yeah,he'sworse"

Ichuckle.Idon'tunderstandwhytheywon'tjust

getalong.

Me:"Youguyshavemoreincommonthanyou

think"

Bandi:"Lookatmyskin,myhair.Idon'tlook

likeapunkass"

Ilaugh,shakingmyhead.

Me:"Yeah,yeah.Igetit"

Wearriveattheroomhebookedatthehotel.

Me:"Youwastingmoney"

Bandi:"Idon'twannagotoRomeo'splace.At

leastnotwithyou"

Me:"Why?"



Bandi:"He'sthere.Iwantprivacyplusyounot

sleepingover.Definitelynotwithyourcousin

around"

Inod.

Bandi:"Whywereyoucrying?"

Ireallythoughtitwasn'tgoingtocometothis.

MyheartstartsbeatingfastbutIknowIcan't

behonest.

Itwillkillhim.Moreespeciallybecauseit's

Marcoandnotsomeoneelse.

Me:"Thisthingwithmydad.Ijustcan'tget

overit.Somedays,itgetshard"

Bandi:"I'mgoingtomakeyoufeelbetter"

Me:"Oh?"

Bandi:"Iwannamakelovetoyou"

Hesaysthisrunninghishandonmyinnerthigh.

Ican'trememberthelasttimewemadelove.



Hisotherhandisonmybackandimmediately

travelsdown.

Wesittingonthebed.Hekissesme

passionatelyandwithsomuchhunger.

Aminuteafter,we'rebothnaked.

I'mmoaningsoftlyashishandsrunallovermy

bodywhilehekissesmyneck.

Me:"MmMarco"

Andhestops.That'swhenithitsme.

Bandi:"Whatthefuck?"

Me:"BabyI...It.."

Hestandsupandisfuming.Hepacesaround

theroominhisbirthsuit.

Bandi:"Shutup!"

Me:"It'snotwhatyouthink"

Hechuckles.

Bandi:"NotwhatIthink?NotwhatIfucken



think?!"

Me:"Bandileplease"

Hestartsdressingup.Mytearsarefallinglikea

waterfall.

ItrytouchinghimbuthepushesmeandIfallon

mybutt.

Me:"Bandilepleasejustlisten.."

I'mcryingbutmytearsdon'tevenmovehim.

Bandi:"You'renothingbutanimmaturelittle

girlwhocouldn'thandlebeinglovedbyaman.I

can'tbelieveIchoseyou"

Thenhespitsonthefloor.

Me:"Ididn'tdoanything"

Bandi:"Fuckyou"

Thenheleaves,bangingthedoorandIscream

loud,crying.

Ican'tbelieveIlostmyfather,nowIjustlost



him.

Idon'tdeservetolive.Ireallydon't.

.

ROMEO

i'mintheloungeplayingvideogameswhile

havingabeer.

It'saround7pmandI'malone.Mysoniswith

mymomandI'monlyseeinghimtomorrow.

Imisshimthough,justlikeImisshismother

whomIstilllovewithallofmyheart.

Mydoorbangsopenandit'sBandilewith

smokecomingoutofhisears.

Ialmostwanttolaugh.

Me:"Andthen?"

Bandi:"Imagineleavingagoodwoman,who

treatsmerightandworshipsmelikeagodfora

girlwhomoansanotherman'snamewhileI'm



tryingtomakelovetoher"

Me:"Woah,what?"

Bandi:"Itfuckenhurtsman.Ican'tfront"

Me:"I'msorryman"

Hegrabsmybeeranddrinksit.

Me:"Knowwhat?I'mbored,you'rehurt.Let's

throwaparty,getsomegirlsandgetfucking

andfuckedup"

Bandi:"Knowwhat?Hellfuckenyeah.I'llcall

Krissie.She'llbringherfriends"

Me:"Great.Let'sgetitdown!"

Istartplayingthemusic,pumpingitloud.

We'rebouttogetitdownonafuckenTuesday!

.

.
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KADEN

it'sthesecondweekofDecember.Thisiswhen

wehavethewholefamilyathome.

Luhleishere,hehasbeenheresincethelast

weekofNovember.

Hecamealonethistime.Hisfriendneverwent

back.Ithinkshe'sstillhere,inCapeTownbutI

don'tknowwhat'sthedealwiththem.

Theywerecosyattheweddingyethedenied

beingherboyfriend.

We'resittingoutsideinthegarden.It'sI,Hope,

Mike,Jabu,LuhleandPink.



Thetwinsaren'there.Probablyoutwiththeir

boyfriends.

Mike:"WellprincessKaden,yourtimetotakea

shot"

Me:"Comeon"

Theyalllaughatme.IlookatJabuwhojust

raiseshiseyebrow

Jabu:"Rulesarerulesbaby"

WeplayingsomecardgameandI'vebeensafe

untilnow.

Hope:"Comeonnow,doit"

IrollmyeyesthentaketheshotofPeach

flavouredCiroc.

Me:"IthinkI'mdonehere"

Luhle:"Don'tbesuchapartypopper.It'sonly

yourfirstshot."

Me:"I'mnotadrunkard"



Hope:"Ibelieveyouain'tuptighteither"

Luhle:"Yeah,waytogo"

Wecontinueplayingwhileplayingsomemusic

onaBluetoothspeaker.

I'mjustgladmyboyfriendiswithme.

He'sbeensuchablessinginmylife.

Whenthetwobottlesaredone,Ithinkwe'veall

takenmorethanthreeshotssoeveryoneis

tipsy.

Luhle:"SoKaden,you'renotsoinnocentafter

all"

Mike:"Leavethekidalone"

Luhle:"I'mjustsaying.She'sprobablystilla

virgin"

Hope:"Where'sMinnie?"

Luhle:"CapeTown.Actually,Ihaveaplaneto

catch"



Mike:"Don'tdoanythingIwouldn't"

WealllaughasLuhleexcuseshimself.

Hope:"Weshouldalsoleave.I'mtired"

Mike:"Igotsomethingelseinmind"

Me:"Mike,please"

Welaughagain.

Jabu:"Youhavesuchadirtymind.Let'sgoto

yourroom"

That'showweallpart.Helocksthedoorwhen

wearriveinmyroom.

Jabu:"Youhadfun?"

Me:"YeahbutI'mfeelingabitdrowsy"

Jabu:"Theshotsyouhadareprobablythe

cause"

Me:"I'llbealright.Ijustneedtolaydownalittle

"

Jabu:"Nothappening."



Hesays,pickingmeupBridalstyle.

Hethenlaysmedownonthebedandgetson

topofme.

Jabu:"Imeanbusiness"

Me:"That'syoutryingtosoundscary?"

Helaughs.

Jabu:"Notatall.Thatwasmeanttosound

romantic"

Me:"Inthatcase,you'resucharomantic"

Jabu:"Don'tbesarcastic"

Hesays,kissingme.

He'sinbetweenmylegsandrubbinghimselfon

measwekiss.

Hishandisonmyback.Hislipsmovefrom

minetomyneck.

IclosemyeyesasIenjoyhistongue.

Jabu:"Iloveyou"



Me:"Iloveyoutoo"

Jabu:"AndIwantyou"

Me:"Youhaveme"

We'reactuallywhispering.He'swhisperingin

myear.

Jabu:"Iwantyourbody.Iwannamakeloveto

youKaden.I'vewaitedforyears"

Thistime,helooksatmerightinmyeyes.

Inod,bitingmylip.

Jabu:"Nothere.Iwantyourfirsttimetobe

special"

Me:"OK"

Jabu:"Goshower.Ineedyousober"

Hesays,undressingmewhilekissingeverypart

ofmybody.

IknowIsaidI'mgoingtowaituntilmarriagebut

I'vebeenwaitingforthismoment



Iknowhe'stheoneformeandhe'sbeengood

tome.

WhywaitwhenI'vefoundtheoneIwantto

spendmywholelifewith?

.

REY

IrememberthedayIgotmyreportcardand

sawapass.

Iwassoexcited,stillam.Ican'twaittofinish

schoolandgetoutofhere.

I'monlyleftwithonegrade,justonegradethen

I'llbedone.

Mysonwillgowithme.I'llfindhimacreche

sincehe'llbeturningthreethatyearandI'lllive

alifethatispeacefulandstressfree.

I'mtiredofbeingmiserable.I'mtiredofcrying.

I'mtiredoflivinglifewhileholdingonwitha

thread.



I'mtiredofmysonbeingthereasonwhyIwon't

committhatsuicide.

Iwanttolivealifefullofhappiness,loveand

peace.

Isittoomuchtoask?Don'tIdeserveit?IthinkI

do.

Ihaven'tbeentalkingtomymom,I'vejustbeen

doingwhateversheseeks.

Dad?IvisitedhimovertheSeptemberholidays.

Ididn'tfeelwelcome.Oarabilewasactingup

andhiswifeispregnantsoIguessitwasthe

hormones.

ImustsaythatIdon'tthinkI'dfindpeacethere.

Ican'tgorunningfromhometohome

searchingtofeelwelcome,tofeellikeImatter.

IamhumanandIdeserveallthegoodinthe

world,likeI'vehadthebad.

Myphonebeepsandit'sRomeotellingmehe's



outside.

He'sbringingmyson.I'vemissedhimsomuch.

ThingsbetweenhisfatherandIhavebeen

ratherrocky.

Hedoesn'tapproveofmyrelationshipwithZan

andhedoesn'teventoleratehim.

Hetriedforbiddingmefromseeingmysonbut

hisfathercalledhimtoorder.

ZanandIhavebeentogetherforalmosttwo

monthsandImustadmitthatit'snoteasy

beinginalongdistancerelationship.

Romeo:"Hi"

Me:"Hello"

OmegarunstomeandIpickhimup,asheavy

asheis.

It'shotsoI'mwearingshortswithatanktop

andsleepers.



Romeo:"I'llbeonmyway"

Me:"Youdon'thavetobelikethat"

Romeo:"Youknowwhy"

Me:"Hemakesmehappy"

He'sbeentheonekeepingmesaneinsome

days.

WhenI'dcry,I'dreceiveacallfromhimlikehe

knowsI'msadandafterthecall,I'dfeelalot

better.

Yes,he'salsothereasonwhyI'mstillholdingon.

IknowwhenI'moutofhere,I'llheabletosee

himforaslongasIwant.

Romeo:"Idon'tlikehim"

Me:"Romeo,Idon'tlikeKeisha,Melanie,Kelly

andAshley"

Helaughs.

Romeo:"Wow"



Me:"I'mbattlingtokeepup.Youchangegirls

likeunderwear"

Romeo:"They'renotyou"

Me:"Thanksforbringinghim"

Isay,givinghimahugandhetriestotouchmy

ass.

Me:"Don't"

Herollshiseyeswhichmakesmelaugh.

Me:"Sogay"

Romeo:"FuckyouFelicia"

Me:"Notinmyson'spresencewena.Hao

swabe!"

HekeepsquietforawhilewhileI'mplayingwith

OmegawhoseemssoexcitedtoSeeMe.

Itmeltsmyheartactually.

Romeo:"Haveyousleptwithhim?"

Me:"Noneofyourbusiness.Thanksfor



bringinghim"

ThenIwalkinsidethehouse.It'sthefirsttime

inawhilewhereweactuallyhadadecent

conversation.

WeplaytogetheruntilhefallsasleepandItake

afewpicturesofhim.

Ilovemysonwitheveryfibreinmybeing..it

sucksthatIcan'tfullyexperiencelove,peace

andhappinessbecauseoftheenvironmentI

livein.

I'mactuallynotsurprised.IdoubtHarmony

existsinhell.

Myphoneringsandit'smyboyfriendvideo

callingme.

Zan:"Imissseeingthatface"

Me:"Hellotoyoutoo"

Zan:"CanIseeyoutonight?"

Me:"Wespentthewholedaytogetheryesterday



"

Zan:"YouknowIcan'tgetenoughofyou"

Igigglesoftly.

Me:"AsifIcaneversaynotoyou"

Zan:"Youshouldcomevisit"

Me:"I'mwithmyson,Imissedhim"

Zan:"He'salsowelcome"

Me:"Idon'twanttoupsetRomeo.Youknow

howhefeelsaboutus"

Zan:"Andonceagain,hisnamecomesup"

Me:"Zandreplease"

Zan:"Idon'tlikehim.I'msorry"

Ichuckle.

Me:"Hedoesn'tlikeyoutoobutthatdoesn't

matter.Youdatingme,nothim"

Zan:"let'snottalkabouthim,Icanfeelmyself



gettingpissed.Whyaren'tyouwearingabra?"

Me:"Becauseit'shot.ItookitoffwhenIwas

playingwithOmega"

Zan:"Aslongasthatbastarddidn'tseeyoulike

that.Hemustn'tthinkotherwise"

Me:"Youhavenothingtoworryabout.What

time?"

Zan:"Intwohours"

It's4pmsohe'llbeherearound6pm.He's

punctual,thatIknow.

Zan:"I'mcomingwithabike,prepareyourself"

Me:"Idon'twanttodieyet"

Zan:"I'dratherdiethantoseethathappening.

Justtrustme"

Me:"Bringmeyourleatherjacket"

Zan:"Done.I'llcallyouwhenI'mthere"

Me:"Alrightbaby"



Zan:"Iloveyou"

Me:"Uh..Bye"

Hechucklesandhangsup.

Isetanalarmtowakemeupinanhour.

I'mabittired.Omegadrainedallmyenergybut

I'mnotcomplaining.

MyalarmwakesmeupanhourlatersoI

quicklygotakeashower.

WhenI'mdonewitheverything,Igetdressedin

adenimdresswithbrownbikerboots.Ihaveto

lookthepart.Thedressisn'ttightwhichI

believeisagoodthing.

IaskmymomtolookafterOmega.Weonlytalk

whenshe'saskingforafavourorIam.Of

courseIhavetobribeher,whichistheonly

reasonsheagrees.

He'ssleepingbutIknowhe'llwakeupsoon.

WhenZancalls,Idon'tanswerbutgooutside



instead.

Yes,hedidcomewithamotorbike.

Me:"Wow"

Isay,afterhugginghim.I'mwearingaleather

capbecausemyhairiskindofamess.

Zan:"Iknow,right?Weactuallygoingracing"

Me:"Yougoingtoracewiththis?"

Zan:"Yes,definitely."

HegivesmethejacketwhichIputonanda

helmet.

Zan:"Wedon'thavemuchtimebabe.Wegotta

gonow.Youlookbeautiful"

Hesays,takingapictureofme.

Igetonthebikebehindme.

IamscaredbutItrusthim.

.



.
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me:"Thatwasanoutofthisworldexperience"

Zan:"Iknow,right.WhenI'monthisbike,Ifeel

likeI'msettingmyspiritfree"

Me:"That'showIfelt.Likemyspiritisonewith

theairandIcandoanythingthatIwant"

Zan:"Almostlikeyouflying"

Hesays,puttingmyhandsinsomesortof

airplaneposition.



Zan:"Weshoulddoitagainwithyoureyes

closed"

Me:"Tomorrow?"

Zan:"Tomorrow"

Hepullsmetostandbetweenhislegs.

Zan:"IhatethatIhavetoleave"

Me:"Iwishyoudidn'thavetobutit'salmost

midnight.Ihavetoleave"

Wekissagainthenpartways.I'mevenyawning

buttonightwasdefinitelythebestnightofmy

life.

Ican'trememberthelasttimeIhadthatmuch

fun,ifIeverhad.

Iwakeupwithasmileonmyface.WhatIlove?

Hemakesmesmile,it'seasytoconfideinhim.

Heunderstandsme,knowswhenI'mnothappy,

evenifIputafacade.Heseesthroughmyevery

emotionandhedoesn'trushmeintoanything.



Hewantsmetobethebestversionofmyself

andhesayshewantsmetobehappy,fully

happy.

Anyway,IgotothekitchenandIpassOmega

sittingwithmybrother.They'rewatchingTV.

Me:"Hasheeaten?"

Teboho:"Wehadtea"

Me:"I'llmakeyouguyssomething"

Teboho:"Thankyou"

Ifrysomeeggs,toastsomebreadandweeat

withtomatoesandjuice.

Mysoneatsonlycerealbuthedoesn'twantthe

scrambledeggs.

Me:"Whatdoyouthinkaboutusgoingout?For

ice-creammaybe"

Teboho:"Iwouldlikethat."

Me:"Awesome.Youcangobath.I'llwashthe



dishes"

Ispendthedaywithmysonandbrotherandit's

good.

It'snicenotstressingaboutacademicsandI

knowmymomwon'tburstifIhavemybrother

withme.

ItwouldhavebeensomethingelseifIhadleft

himbehind.

myphoneringsonourwaytothetaxirankand

it'sZan.

Me:"Boyfriend"

Zan:"I'msomadatyou"

Me:"WhatdidIdo?"

Zan:"Youwentoutwithoutinformingme.Ican't

believeyou'reabouttogetinataxiwiththekids

"

Me:"Ididn'tknowIhaveastalkerfora

boyfriend"



Isay,andwebothlaugh.

Zan:"Turnbackandcomegetinthecar"

WhenIturn,he'sleaningonhiscarnotsofar

fromus

Ipickupmybabyandwewalktohim.

Me:"Ican'tbelievethis"

Zan:"Heylover"

Hesays,kissingmycheek.

Wegetinthebackseatandhegoestohisseat.

I'mhavingaconversationwithmybrotherbut

we'remostlylisteningtoOmega.Zandreisjust

laughing.

Asheparksbythegate,Romeo'scarisinthe

yardwhichmakesmerollmyeyes.

Zan:"I'mslowlylosingmypatience"

Me:"Tebo,pleasegetoffwithOmega"

Hehelpshimgetoffandtheyleave.



Me:"Idon'tknowanythingaboutthis"

Zan:"Iknow.It'sOK.I'llseeyoulater"

HekissesmylipsandIgetout.

Romeo:"I'mhereformyson.I'mnotaboutto

allowyoutoplayhappyfamilieswithhim"

Me:"GoodafternoonRomeo"

Romeo:"Don'tpissmeoff.He'smyson,not

thatsonofabitch's.Ifyouguyswantafamily,

makeyourown"

Me:"Idon'thavetheenergytoarguewithyou

rightnow"

Romeo:"Goodbecauseyouwouldn'twin"

Ialmostrollmyeyes.

.

BANDILE

I'vebeenhomefortwoweeksandIhavenever

wentout.



ThelasttimeItalkedtoPinkwasatthe

wedding.

Yes,IdidgobutwhowouldIbekidding?

There'snohopeforus

Ithinkifshehadcheatedwithsomeoneelse,I

wouldhavebeenalittlemoreunderstanding

butthesameguy?That'ssomethingelse.

Somethingdidhappenattheweddingthough.

Somethingthatdidn'tlastfor5seconds.

Actually,theweddingwasabitdramaticbut

that'sasfarasIknowfromRomeo.

Idon'tknowhowheknows.

HopeandIwereinthesameroom,alone.

Ithinkit'sthealcoholbutI'mgladshedidn't

allowme.

IhatethatKrissiealloweditbutit'stimeIset

therecordstraight.

Ididn'tsleepwithHope.Itriedkissingherbut



shepushedmeawayandthatwasit.

Iknowwhatyouguysarethinking.Iwasabit

enviousthough.Seeingherwalkdownthataisle

mademethinkofhermiscarriageandwhat

wouldhavehappenedifshehadcarriedfull

term.

Igetoutofmyroom.Iamfreshoutofthe

showerandthinkit'stimeIgotoutofthehouse.

Me:"Mom,dad,seeyou"

Dad:"Notsofast"

Me:"I'minahurry"

Mom:"Lethimbe.Butwe'llbewaitingforyou

sowecantalk.It'stimewecaughtupwith

whateverhasbeenhappeninginyourlife"

Ichuckle,shakingmyhead.

Me:"OKparents,seeyou"

Isaythenleave.



Ifindherwaitingbyhergate.I'venevermade

mywayinsidethishouse.

IfeelIneedtimetobealoneandthink.Pinkhas

takenalltheloveIeverhadinmeandIknowifI

continuewithKrissie,I'llenduphurtingher.

Igetouttoopenthedoorforherthengotomy

side.

Me:"Howhaveyoubeen?"

Sheshrugs.

Krissie:"Good,Iguess.Bandi,what'sgoingon?

What'sgoingonbetweenus?Isitjustsex?"

Me:"Let'sgosomewheresowecantalk"

Isettleforaquietpark.Ifiguredweneedthe

outdoorprivacyandtohearthebirdssinging.

We'renexttothelake.Thesoundofnatureis

soothing.

Wekeepquietforatleastfiveminutes.



Me:"I'vebeenthinking"

Krissie:"Idon'tthinkIwanttohearthis"

Me:"Youhaveto.I'msettingyoufree"

Shelooksatmewithuncertaintywrittenallover

herface.

Me:"WhoarewekiddingKrissie?Thereisno

lovehere.I'mnotinapointwhereIseemyself

fallinginloveandwe'vebeenstagnant,there's

noprogress."

Shesighs,looksawaythenlooksatme.Tomy

surprise,she'snotangry.

Krissie:"You'reright.I'mnotmadthistime"

Shesays,withalittlegiggle

Krissie:"Bandile,you'reanamazingguy.I've

hadthebestofmomentswithyouandIknow

you'recapableofreallove.I'veseenyouwith

Pink,it'sapityshedidn'tappreciatethat."

Me:"I..Wow"



Shechuckles.

Krissie:"Iknow.Atleastyoudidn'tsayyou

goingbacktoherorthatyouinlovewith

someone.Ithinkwecanbegoodfriends,no

stringsattached"

Me:"Nobadfeelings?"

Krissie:"Absolutelynobadfeelings"

Weshakehandsandsealitwithahug.

Webothjustsitdownonthegrassuntilthesun

sets

IfeellikeIcannowmoveonwithmylifewith

HopethatIwillbehappyandmaybefallinlove.

Ican'tsayIknowwhatthefutureholds.

WhenIarriveathome,Itellthemeverythingand

whattranspiredbetweenPinkandI.

Dad:"Son,youshouldhaveknownfromthe

name.Whatchildhasacolourforaname?"



Weallburstoutinlaughter.Dadisreallycrazy.

.

HOPE

Marriage.It'sbeenroughlytwomonthssince

wegotmarriedandI'mstillnotpregnant.

IwishIcouldsayIknowwherethefrustrationis

from.Thefactthatwe'vebeentryingfor

months,beforeweevengotmarriedorthatit

justdoesn'tseemtohappen.

I'vefallenpregnantbefore.IknowI'mcapable

ofbearingkids.Mikewentasfarasgettinghis

spermtestedandhe'sgood.

Iknowhesaysit'sOKbutIcan'tsaythesame.

Iwantthis.IreallywantthisbutIcan't

understandwhyitwon'thappen.

Mike:"Baby,what'sgoingon?"

Me:"Huh?"



Mike:"I'vebeentryingtogetyourattentionfor

thepastfiveminutes"

Me:"I...I'msorry,whatwereyousaying?"

Mike:"Iwanttoknowwhat'sbotheringyou"

Me:"IthinkIshouldgoseeJosh"

Mike:"What?"

Iwasabouttogothereuntilhedisturbedmy

trailofthoughts.

Me:"IknowyousaidIshouldn'tworrybutit's

beenmonthsandyougottested,it'smyturn"

Mike:"Itoldyounotto-"

Me:"Worry.IknowbutIhavetodothis.Iwant

to"

Hesighs,holdingbothmyhands.

Mike:"OK.Ifit'swhatyouwantbutIdon'twant

youfeelinganypressured"

Me:"Iamnot"



Hekissesmyforeheadandmyphonebeeps.

Mike:"ThisJoshguyisaweirdo"

Hesays,standingup.

It'satextfromJosh.

"Beherein15minutes"

Me:"Lord,Ihopeforthebestofnews"

IscreamtoMikethatI'mleavingthenheadto

thedoor.

Iarriveatthehospitalinexactly15minutes.

Josh:"Punctual,I'mimpressed"

Me:"Youshouldstopeavesdropping"

Josh:"Me?Iwasinmyofficeallday"

Me:"Areyoutheonedoingthetests?"

Josh:"ThatWon'tbenecessary,water?"

Me:"I'mnotthirsty"

Josh:"I'lltakethatasayes"



Me:"Ishouldbemadatyou.Youdidn'tcometo

mywedding"

Josh:"Don'tworry,Iwillcomewhenthetime

hascome.Nopunintended"

Thenhewinks.

Me:"What?"

Josh:"There'snothingwrongwithyouHope,

you're100%fertile"

Me:"Idon'tunderstand"

Josh:"WhatI'msayingis,performingafertility

testwillbeuselessandawasteofresources"

Me:"Stoptalkinginriddlesandtellmewhat's

wrongwithme"

Josh:"Theproblemiswiththechoicesyou

make.It'spursuingwhat'snotmeantforyou.

Youweren'tpredestinedbyGodtobemarried

before25.You'renotyourmotherandyour

destinyisdifferent,unique"



Me:"Whatdoyoumean?IloveMike,heloves

me"

Josh:"Youcankeeptryingwithhimbutitwon't

happen.Idon'tencourageadulterybutIcanbet

thatifyouweretosleepwithsomeoneelse,

you'dfallpregnant.Providedyouchoosethe

rightaccomplice"

Me:"You'resayingthatMikeandIwillnever

havechildren?"

Heshakeshishead.

Josh:"You'rebothwastingeachother'stime.

Yougoingtohaveasonthistimenextyear

afterhavingonenightwithyourdestinedman.

Whatyouhave,isnotwhat'smeantforyou"

He'srelaxedbutmyheartishaving.Mikehas

beengoodtome,helovesmeandIcannot

imaginemylifewithouthim.

Josh:"Onenightwillchangeyourlifeandhow

youseeit.NowIwantyoutogohomeand



forgiveyourhusband"

Me:"What?"

Isay,wipingmytears.Idecidetodrinkmy

glassofwater.

Josh:"Someoneiswithhisseed.Thesame

seedwhichisgoingtomarryyourside.Excuse

mylanguagebutlifecanbefuckedup"

Me:"Hecheated?"

Josh:"He'sgoingtoleaveyou.I'msorry,duty

calls"

Heleavesme,dumbfounded.

Me:"Hecheated!"

That'swhatlingersinmymind.

.

.

ThisisthelastwereadofBandile'sPOV.You



guysdoknowthestoryisending.

ForthosewhoexpectedFeliciatodie,sorryto

disappoint

[07/25,16:14]W:SEASONFINALE
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HOPE

Ihearafaintvoicecallingmyname.I'mfeeling

alittledizzyyetmyheadisdown.

Thevoicegetsclearandmoreclear.

It'sMike.Ifinallyopenmyeyesandrubthema

bittoclearmyvision.

Mike:"I'vebeentryingtowakeyouup"

Me:"I...What?"

Isitonmybutt.I'malittledisoriented.Idon't



evenrememberhowIcametobedorwhenIfell

asleep.

Me:"Whattimeisit?"

Mike:"It'sjustafter6pm.I'mhungrybaby"

Me:"Whathappenedtome?"

Mike:"Whatdoyoumean?"

Me:"HowdidIcomehere?WhendidIsleep?"

HechucklesyetIdon'tseethejoke.

Mike:"Yousleptwhilewewerewatchinga

movie.Ihadtopickyouupandgetyoutucked

in"

Hesays,kissingmyforehead.

Me:"Oh,thankyou"

Mike:"Youdon'thavetothankme.It'smyduty

asyourhusbandtotakecareofyou"

IgoovertothebathroomwhereIbrushmy

teethandwashmyface.



ItseemsthatIhavealittleamnesia.Idon't

knowwhathappenedwhileIwassleepingbutI

canfeelsomethingdid.

Ijustwonderwhat.

.

ROMEO

Bandi:"Don'tyouthinkyou'retoooldtobe

fuckingaround?"

Me:"I'mmoresurprisedthatyouthinkyoucan

lectureme"

Bandi:"Youseemtoforgetthatyou'reafather.

Whatexampleareyousettingforyourson?"

Me:"WhatexampleisFeliciasettingwhenshe

playshappyfamilieswithmyson?WhyamIthe

onlyoneatfaulthere?"

Bandi:"Becauseyou'retheadult.Theleastyou

candoisactlikeit"

Me:"Youcangetthehelloutofmyhouseif



you'regoingtolecturemelikethis.IfIwanteda

lecture,Iwouldhavebeenatmyfather'shouse!

"

Bandi:"AndIreallydon'tgiveafuck.Feliciadid

herselfafavourbyleavingyourass"

Me:"Oh,please"

Bandi:"Allyoudidwascheatonher.You're

sleepingaroundrightnow,whichshowsno

signsthatyou'vechanged.Shedeservesher

happinessandIthinkZandremakesherhappy"

There'salwaysthatrealitythatonerefusesto

accept.Forme,it'sthisone.

It'sthethoughtofFeliciabeinghappywith

someonewhoisn'tme.

Idon'tthinkIcanevermakepeacewiththat.As

selfishasImightsound,Idon'tthinkIcanever

acceptthat.

Me:"I'mgoingtoignoreyouandfocusonwhat



makesmehappy"

Isay,liftingmybottleofbeer.

Bandi:"There'sachildsleepinginyourroom.Do

yourealisehowcarelessyou'rebeing?"

Me:"Youknowwhat?I'mtired.You'vebeen

preachingtomeeversinceyousteppedonthat

door.Justgetthefuckout!"

Istandup,Icanbarelybalancemystep.

Bandi:"Youknowwhat?That'sexactlywhatI'm

going.I'dratherleavethansithereandwatch

youselfdestruct."

Hepicksuphisphoneandcarkeysthenstorms

off.

Me:"Fuckyou!"

Isay,afterhebangsthedoor.

Mylifefeelsmessy.Idon'tknowthedirection

it'sheaded.



Ican'trememberthelasttimeIwenttowork.

Ithinkit'sbeenamonthifnotmore.

IwonderifIevenhaveajobbutIdoubtIcare.

IstanduptogoWakeOmegaup.Idon'tthinkI

canstayaloneinthishouse.

Idon'tevenknowhowImadeitupthestairs.

Thealcoholhasgottentome.Myvisionisabit

blurry.

He'scryingwhenIwakeupbutkeepsquiet

whenheseesit'sme.

"Papa"

Hesays,rubbinghiseyeswithhishands.

Me:"Come..(burp)..Cometopapa"

HecrawlstothesideI'mstandingnexttothe

bedandIpickhimup.

Theotherhandhasthebottleofbeer.

Me:"We'regoingtograndmaNEH"



Henods.

I'mseeingdouble.I'mgettingmoreandmore

drunk.

I'vebeendrinkingeversinceIfetchedOmega

fromRey'shouse.

IwassomadatherwhenIcameback.She's

mine.She'ssupposetosuccumbtome.I'mthe

onewho'ssupposetomakeherhappy,tolove

herandcherishher.

I'mtheoneshe'ssupposetolookatwith

glowingeyes.

Me:"Yourmotherjustpissesmeoff"

IwalkoutwhiledrinkingandIcanfeelhe's

sleeping.

He'sprobablytiredandit'sunderstandable

becauseit'slateintheevening.

.

#NARRATED



RomeoclearlyHashadenoughtodrink.He

can'tevencontrolhisstepsandleansbyThe

Starcaseforamoment.

Omegahasdozedoff,whichmakeshimheavy

onhishand.

Hedoesn'thavemuchstrength.Thealcohol

hastakencontrol,makinghimunsteady.

Thebottlehe'sholdingslipsoutofhishandand

hetriestosaveit.Inhismind,it'sthealcohol

thatmatters.

Thatiswhenhelet'sgoofhisson,abouttorun

afterthebottlewhenhetripsandtheybothroll

downthestairs.

He'sdisoriented.

Theybothreachthegroundandneitheris

responsive.

Thefloorisfloodedwithred.

Meanwhile,Feliciaishavingnightmares.She



keepshearingagruesomecryinherdream

whichpiercesthroughherheart.

Shewakesup,sitsonherbuttwhilebreathing

heavilyandsweating.

She'snotusuallyapersonwhosweats

Shetakesherphonetolookatthetimeandit's

justafter11pm.

Sheswitchesonherlights,withonehandon

herchest.

It'spainful,likeshe'shavingaheartattack.

Shecan'tscream.Thepainacceleratesand

witheachsecond,shefeelsherselfloseaninch

ofherlife.

Sheusedmostofherstrengthgoingtoswitch

onthelightsandisonThefloor,crouching.

Tearsinvoluntarilyrundownhercheeks.

Shedoesn'tunderstandwhat'sgoingon.



Shegathersstrengthtocrawltoherphoneand

dialsanumberfrommostfrequentlycalled.

Hepicksupontheotherside,stillverymuch

sleepy.

Zan:"Baby"

Hehearshersobs,whichdissolveseveryinch

ofsleephehadinhim.

Zan:"Felicia,talktome"

She'stryingbuthervoiceseemstobefailing

her,whichraisesconcernfromhim.Concern

forher.

Felicia:"P..Ple..Pleasecome"

Hedoesn'twaitforhertosaymoreashegets

offfromhisbedInaspeedoflight.

Heputsonhispants,aT-shirtandwears

sandals.

Hedoesn'thavetimetodoanythingelseand

merelyfixeshishairwithhishand.



Hetakeshiscarkeys,withhisphoneand

rushesoff.

HisfatherisbusywithhiswifeInthekitchen.

Hedoesn'tpaythemanyattentionasheruns

off.

Tony:"Andthat?"

Tumi:"IwishIknew.Doyouthinksomething's

wrong?"

Tony:"He'sdatingyoursister,thatdoesn'tmove

you?"

Tumi:"Ithinkweshouldfollowhim"

Tony:"GoodbecauseIhaveaconcerning

feelingaboutthis"

Shewearsherrobe,panickingandheputson

hispants.

Tony:"Staywiththekids,I'llgo"

Tumi:"ButI..She's-"



Tony:"No"

Hetakeshiscarkeysandgoestothegarage,

notevengivingherakiss.

Itdoesn'ttakeZandrelongtoarriveatFelicia's

home.

Theonlylightsonarethatofherroom.He

drivesthroughthegate,notworryingaboutthe

damagehecausesbothtohiscarandthegate.

He'shappyshe'sintheoutsidehouse,which

makesthingseasierforhim.

Thedoorislockedsohekicksitopen.

Zan:"Felicia!"

Hefindsherfaintedandonthefloor.Shelooks

aliveyetpale.Hefeelsherpulseandit'snot

thatweak.

Hepicksherup,andashegetsout,hermother

isshoutingoutside.

"Whatareyoudoing?Whydidyoubreakmy



gate?Yougoingtopayforthis!"

She'sfuriousanddoesn'tevennoticeher

daughterwho'sinhisarms.

Tony:"Iwill!"

Hesays,whichkeepsherquiet.He'sjustarrived

atthescene.

Tony:"TakehimtoJoshua.He'llknowwhat's

goingon.I'mgoingtopickupTumiandthe

kids"

Zandrenodsandbucklesherupinhiscar.

Heraisestothehospital,notevencaringabout

anyothercarontheroad.

Joshuaontheotherside,hasbeenexpecting

them.

Zandreparksrightattheentranceandpicksup

Felicia,bridalstyle.

Heputsheronthestretcherwhichisawaiting

attheentrance.



Josh:"I'lltakeitfromhere"

Zan:"I'mnotleavingherside"

Josh:"Relax,she'snotdying"

Heknowshowdifficulthecanbe,whichmakes

himsuccumb.

Hesitsonawaitingchair,tappinghisfootdown

whilehopingthatit'snothinghectic.

Heknowshisheartwillnotsurvivealifewithout

her.

Bandilehasalsobeenrestlessafterhestormed

outofRomeo'shouse.

Hehadtriedtomakehimseereasonbutthe

manremainedhisstubbornself

Somehow,hecouldn'tshakeoffthefeelingthat

somethinghashappened,whichhadbeen

botheringhimeversincehegothome.

Bandile:"Fuckthis!"



Hesays,grabbinghiscarkeys.Hedoesn't

botherchangingoutofhispyjamabottomsand

wearsaT-shirt.

Heputsonhissneakersthenmakeshisway

out.

Thehouseisquiet,whichmeansthateveryone

issleeping.

Hegetsintohiscarandstartsit,preparing

himselftobeletatease.

Hehopesnothinghashappened.

Hehopesit'sjustafeelingandthatmaybe,just

maybehe'sthinkingaboutRomeoalot.

Hearrivesandparkshiscar.Thelightsarestill

on.

Heopensthedoor,callingRomeo'snametoa

noreply.

Hemovesinsideandissurprisedit'squietyet

thedoorwasunlocked.



Bandile:"Romeo!"

Ashemovestothelounge,thesightalmost

makeshimfaint.

Herunstothem,rightnexttothestaircaseand

neitherlooksalive.

Hebattlestofindtheirpulseandwithshaking

hands,callsanambulance.

HethencallsLuthando,notwantingtowakeup

hissisterandtellhimwhat'sgoingon.

He'sshaking,panickinganddoesn'tknow

whethertocryorscream.

Hetriesnottothinkoftheworstbuttheblood

istoomuchandhewondersifthey'reeven

goingtowakeup.

Theambulancecomesfasterthanhethought

andsoon,theyardisfloodedwithpeople.

Luthandoarrivesrightastheparamedicstake

thetwo.



Luthando:"Whathappened?"

Bandileiscrying,unabletosayanythingwhich

makesLuthandoassume.

Hesitsdownonthefloor,onhisson'sblood

andforthefirsttime,hepraysinhisheart.

.

.

Youcancrucifymenow.
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Icanfeelhishandsqueezemine.Icanhearhis

voiceashebegsmetowakeup.

IknowIshoulddoit.Forhimandformyson.



Idon'tknowhowlongI'vebeensleepinghere

butsoonhementionstwodays.

ThenIrememberfeelingpain,Iremember

callinghimandhimfindingmeunconscious.

Hereallysavedmylife.

It'snotmuchofastruggleopeningmyeyesbut

thelightistoobright.

Ihavetoblinkafewtimesbeforemyvisionis

fine.

Me:"Hi"

Imanagetosayandhelooksup.

Zan:"You'reawake?"

Inodwithasmileandhesuffocatesmeina

hug.

Me:"Youkillingme"

Hechuckles,lettinggo.

Zan:"I'msorry.I'mjustgladyou'reOK.Iwasso



worried"

Igiggle,kissinghischeek.

Me:"Youstink.Pourmesomewater"

Zan:"I'vebeensleepinghereeversinceyougot

admitted"

Josh:"Andyouneedabath"

Hesays,gettingin.

Me:"Joshua"

Josh:"Wemeetagain.Howareyoufeeling?"

Me:"GoodbutI'dliketoknowwhatwaswrong

withme"

Josh:"Wefoundnothingwrongwithyou.You're

freetogo"

Zan:"That'sit?You'renotgoingtogiveher

anything?"

Josh:"She'snotsick.Icangiveyousomepain

killers,incaseyouexperiencethesameordeal



again,whichIhighlydoubt"

Zan:"Butshe-"

Me:"Zandre,it'sOK.I'mhappythere'snothing

wrongwithme.Wecangetoutofhereandyou

canfinallytakeabath"

Zan:"Finelet'sgo"

Joshgivesmethepainkillersandweleave.

Imissmysonsomuch.It'sbeendayssinceI

lastsawhimsoIforceZantodrivemeto

Romeo'splacesoIcanpickhimup.

I'msurprisedtofindtheyardfullofpeople.

Me:"Whatdoyouthinkisgoingon?"

Zan:"Idon'tknow.Wantmetocomeinwithyou?

"

Inod,feelingabitnervous.

Heholdsmyhandaswegoin.Imighthave

neverbeentoafuneralbutIknowhowitlooks



like.

Icouldseethefacesofthepeoplehere.How

theylookedatmewithpity.

Igostraighttothehouse,notevenknocking.

Khenisthefirsttocometome.

Khen:"Youshouldn'tbehere"

Me:"I'mhereformyson"

Icanseetheeyebagsunderhereyes,how

she'ssuddenlyagedcomparedtothelasttimeI

sawher.

Romeo'sfathercomesandputhishandover

hershoulder.

Luthando:"She'sright.Youshouldn'tbehere"

Zan:"Where'sOmega?"

Thenshestartscrying.I'mtryingtoactlikeI

don'tgetthehint.

I'mtryingnottobelievethis.Ican't.



Luthando:"I'mdonewiththepacking.We

shouldgo"

Me:"Where'smyson?!Ideservetoknow!"

Khen:"I'msosorry"

Shesaysbetweensobs.

Zan'sholdonmyhandbecomestighter.

IlookatLuthandowhojuststaresatme.

Me:"Pl...Pleasejustgivememyson"

Isay,myvoicebarelyaudible.I'mtryingnotto

cryorbreakdownintheirpresence.

Luthandoclearshisthroat.Thetearsare

runningfuriouslydownmycheeks.

Luthando:"Bandilecalledusheretwodaysago.

Hecalledmeactually.Itwaslateintheevening

"

Me:"That'swhenIgotadmitted"

Zan:"Lethimfinish"



Luthando:"HefoundRomeoandOmegalaying

onthefloor,inapoolofblood.Itseemsthey

felldownthestairsand-"

Mymindshutdownfromthere.Isuddenlyfeel

dizzyandtheroomI'minbecomessmall.

IfeelZan'shandsliftmeupintheair.

Iwakeupinaforeignroom.I'veneverbeeninit.

Idon'trememberhowIgotherebutIdo

rememberwhatLuthandosaid.

WhenIdo,thetearsjustfalldownmyface.I

throwmyselfonthefloorandcry.

Iscream,shoutuntilIdon'thaveavoiceyet.

MyvisionisblurryasZandrerunsintotheroom.

Hehugsmetightlybutthatdoesn'terasethe

pain.

Mysonisgone.He'sgoneandI'llneverseehim

again.



Iwon'tseehimstartpreschool.Wewon'thave

mommy-sonfights.Iwon'texperiencehimfall

inlove,gotohighschool.

I'llneverseehimgraduate,getmarried.Iwon't

gettoholdhimanymore.

I'llneverhearhisvoice,hislittlelaughterand

himmixingTswanawithZulu.

I'llneverlistentohisstorieswhichInever

understood.

Wewon'tgoouttogetherforicecream.

Whydoesithurtsomuch?Whyme?Why

shouldIbetheonetogothroughsomuchpain?

WhenwillIevergettorest?

WhatreasondoIhavetolivewhenhe'snot

here?

Whenhewasborn,hebecamemyreasonto

holdonandnow,nowIdon'twanttolive.

.



PINK

It'sFridayyettheseholidaysfeellikeacurse.

AlothashappenedthroughoutthisyearthatI

feelit'stimeitleftbeforeweexperience

anymorepainandheartache.

Kristencomesintomyroomlookingdefeated.

Icanunderstandwherehe'scomingfrom.Ialso

don'twanttobealiverightnow.

LosingBandilehitmetwicehardthistime.

I'vebeenmiserable.

Me:"Youlooklikehell"

HelooksatmelikeIsaidsomethingwrong.

Me:"What?"

Kristen:"Youdon'tknow,doyou?"

Me:"Knowwhat?"

Kristen:"WhenlastdidyoutalktoFelicia?"



Me:"It'sbeendays.I'vehardlytouchedmy

phone"

Hethensitsnexttome.I'msittingonmybed.

WhichiswhatI'vebeendoingsincetheholidays

started.

I'vebeencoopedupinmyroom.

Kristen:"Iwenttoherhome,shewasn'tthere"

Me:"What'sgoingon?Didsomethinghappento

her?"

Kristen:"It'sherson.Hepassedon"

Me:"What?"

Ican'tbelievethis.Ilookathimhopinghesays

it'sajokebutnothing.He'sserious.

Me:"No!"

Myheartshatters.ThethoughtofOmega

passingawayisonemymindCannotregister.

HepullsmeintoanembraceasIcry,wondering



howFelixisfeelingknowingthathewas

practicallyherlife.

IwonderaboutRomeoandhowhemustbe

feeling.

HeletmecryitoutuntilIcalmdownand

fetcheswaterformefrommylittlebarfridge.

Me:"How?"

Iaskafterdrinkingthewaterwhichhashelped

withmyhiccup.

Idon'trememberFelixmentioninghe'ssick.Or

was.

Hesighs.Thisseemshardonhimconsidering

howcloseheiswithFelicia.

Kristen:"Romeowasdrunk.Toodrunkandthey

felldownfromthestairs.Idon'tknowhowbut

apparentlyhehadcutsfromabottleandit

seemsRomeofellontopofhim,whichiswhy

hecouldn'tsurvive"



Me:"That'sterrible"

Isay,wipingmytearsandfeelingmyheart

developimmersehateforRomeo.

Kristen:"Ijustneedtoseeher"

Me:"MaybeZanknowswheresheis.He'sthe

boyfriendafterall"

Kristen:"Youmightberight"

Me:"SoRomeo?"

Kristen:"He'sinICU,underlifesupport.Asgood

asdead"

Me:"It'snotfair.It'snotfairthatOmegagetsto

die.Hedoesn'tdeservethis.Hewastooyoung.

AllbecauseofRomeo'snegligence.Ihatehim!"

Hepullsmeintoahug.

Ican'tbelievethis.

Heshouldgotojailformurder.Thisisallhis

fault.



It'saround6pmwhenKristendrivesmeto

uncleTony'splace.

Apparentlyshe'sbeenhereeversince.

Me:"Youcomingwith?"

Kristen:"Ofcourse.She'smyfriend"

Wegetinandgreet.

Tumi:"She'sinZandre'sroom.She'snoteating,

notmovinganddoesn'tspeak.I'mveryworried

abouther"

Me:"That'safirst.Ihardlyseeyoucaringabout

someoneotherthanyourself"

Tony:"Where'stherespect?"

Me:"I'msorryunclebutit'strue."

KristengrabsmyhandandwegotoZandre's

room.They'vetoldusofcoursewhereitis.

Weknockoncethengetin.

She'swithZandre,whoexcuseshimselfwhen



wegetin.

Helookslikeamess.It'sclearthisisalso

takingatollonhim.

Me:"Felix"

Shedoesn'tflinch.She'ssittingonthebedwith

herkneesbentandhuggingthem.

Theroomisabitdark,soweswitchonthe

lights.

Kristen:"Felicia"

Hesays,goingtowardsher.Ifollowhimandwe

sitonthebedwithher,allsilent.

Whatdowesay?

Ican'tbegintoimaginethepainshe'sgoing

through.

I'veneverlostababy.I'veneverlostanyone.

IcannotlieandsayIknowwhatshe'sgoing

throughbecausethetruthis,Ihavenoidea.



.

HOPE

Me:"Anotherone"

Isaytothebarmanwhopoursonewhile

shakinghishead.

Idon'tcare.IfeellikeIdeservethis.

MikewassoexcitedwhenItoldhimI'm

ovulatinglastweek.

Iboughtapregnancytesttodayanditstillcame

negative.

Idon'tknowwhat'swrongwithme.Itreally

feelslikeIfailedhim.

Whycan'twehavebabies?IthoughtI'mfertile.I

knowheis.Whyisthishappening?

Itsuck.Itsuckssomuchbecausewe'vebeen

tryingformonths.

Kristen:"Forsomeonewho'sanewlyWed,I



wasn'texpectingyouhere"

Me:"I'mdrowningmysorrows,whataboutyou?

"

Kristen:"Needtotaketheedgeof.Afriendof

mineisgoingthroughshitandIfeelhelpless"

Me:"It'sfuckedup.Weallgoingthrough

something"

Kristen:"I'llhavewhatevershe'shaving"

Great,I'vefoundmyselfadrinkingpartner.
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whendoesitend?Whendoesthepainend?Am

Isupposetomakeitmysanctuary?Isitmy



haven?ShouldIlivewithitordieasapursuitto

endit?

Death.Willitbeaselfishdecision?ButwasI

notgiventhislifeasagift?Isitnotuptometo

endit?

WhyshouldIlive?Idon'thaveanything.Idon't

haveanyone.Zandreistherebutheisn'tOmega.

I'vebeenseeingpeoplecometohisroomto

checkuponmebutnooneknowshowIfeel.

Ifeeldead,emptylikemyheartwastakenfrom

meandIwasleftwiththepainandabigvoid

thatcanneverbefilled.

Myonlydesireistoholdhimagain,tohearhis

laughter,Iwanthimtowipemytearswithhis

littlehandsandtogivemewetkissesallover

myface.

Isthattoomuchtoask?WhydoIhavetogo

throughthismuchpain?



Ilookatmysisterpretendinglikeshecares,

cominginhereandlookingatmewithtearsfull

ofpity.

That'sallIgetfrompeople.Looksofpityand

sympathy.

I'monly17.ButIfeellikethisiswhenmylife

ended.Literally.

Zandrecomesinandlooksatmewitheyesfull

ofloveandsadness.

Zandre:"Baby,pleasetalktome"

Me:"I..Iwantmyson"

Zandre:"Buthe's..Youknowhe's.."

Iturntolookathim.

Me:"Iwanthisbody.KhenandLuthandohave

norighttobehandlingit.He'smyson.Myson.

TheycanfocusontheirsonbutIwantmine"

HegivesmeasidehugandIknowhe'sonmy

side.



Idon'tevenwanttothinkaboutgoinghome.

Ican'timaginehavingtofacemymother.She

mightprobablyblamemeforthisasifIknow

whathappened.

Idon'tknowifRomeoisdeadornotandfrankly,

Idon'tcare.

Ifhehadn'ttakenmysideforcefully,ifhehad

lefthimwithme,he'dstillbealive.

Zan:"I'llfixyousomebathwaterthenwe'll

leave"

Inodandhe'struetohisword.Afterbathing,I

wearsomeofhisclothesandweleave.

Idon'tevencareabouthowIlook.

WefindthegatelockedatRomeo'shouseso

wedrivetohishome.

Thesecuritylet'susin.I'mgladhe'sherewith

me.Ireallycan'tbelievethesepeoplearedoing

thistomeafterallI'vebeenthrough.



Jabuistheonewhoopensandgivesmeahug.

Jabu:"Howhaveyoubeen?"

Me:"Alive.Iwouldliketotalktoyourparents

please"

Helet'susin.

Jabu:"I'llgocallmom.Youcanmakeyourself

comfortable"

Wenodandsitdown,waitingforhismother.

Hopefullywewon'tbekickedout.

Shecomesinwearingblack.Shelooksatme

likeshewasn'texpectingme.

Ineedtobeallowedtoburymyson.

Khen:"Felicia,Iwasn'texpectingyou"

Me:"Iwouldliketoseemysonma'am"

Khen:"I'msorrybutyouknowhepassedon"

Me:"Ineed...Ineedtoholdhimforthelasttime.

Ineedtobesurethathe'sreallydead.Ineedto



buryhim"

Khen:"He'sanNgcoboandthingsoathtobe

doneourway"

Me:"He'smyson!"

Zan:"MrsNgcobo,you'reupsettingmygirlfriend.

She'smourningasIs,stillhasn'tcomeinto

termswithherson'sdeath.Sheneedstosee

himforclosure"

Luthando:"Idonotappreciatethetoneyou

usingwithmywifeyoungman.Thisisher

homeandyouoathtorespectit"

Zan:"Iamprettysureyoudon'twantthis

gettingmessyLuthandobecauseyouknowit

can.Shewantstoseeherson,shewantsto

buryhim.Shehaseveryrightasthemother,

moreespeciallyconsideringit'syoursonwho

killedherson!"

He'sgettingangryandIrealiseIhavetocalm

himdownbutmyheartistooheavy.



Icannotbelievewe'rearguingaboutthis.My

sonhasdiedandIdon'tevenknowwhereheis.

Luthando:"Iwillnotallowyoutodisrespectus

inourhome.ThatboywasanNgcobo."

Me:"Whyareyoudoingthistome?Ionlywant

toseemyson"

Zan:"Babe,let'sgo.Theywantwar,we'llgive

themwar.Ican'tbehereanyminutelonger"

Aswe'reabouttoleave,Luthandostopsus

Luthando:"Fine.I'llwriteyoutheaddressofthe

mortuary"

Khen:"But-"

Luthando:"NoKhen.Xavierisright,it'sherson.

Shehaseveryright"

Khencriesbuthe'smyson.

IactuallybegintodetestthemforTryingto

keepmeawayfrommyson.



Me:"Thankyou"

IsaytoZanaswedrivetothemortuary.He

holdsmyhandwithhisfreehand.

Idon'tknowwhatwouldhavehappenedifhe

wasn'there.

Apartofmekepthopingitisn'ttrue.

Iamallowedtoenteralone.Somehow,Iregret

cominghere.

WhatI'mseeingisn'tmyson.Yes,helookslike

himbutIcan'tbelieveit.He'sblue.Ijustburst

intotears.

He'sswollenandverycold.Icanonlyseehis

face.

Howcanafatherbethiscruel?

Me:"I'msosorrybaby.I'msorryIcouldn'tsave

you.I'msorryIwasn'tthere"

Isinkdowninvoluntarilyandwail.Thishurts.It

hurts,somuch.



IfeelhandscupmeandIcrymylungsout.

HowamIsupposetosurvivethis?

IrealiseIcan'tavoidhomeforeverandthat's

wherewego.

I'msurprisedtofindpeopleintheyard.My

momrunstomebutI'mreallynotinthemood

forher.

Mom:"Youcan'tbedressedlikethat.Goand

change!"

I'mnotsurprised.IchangeintoablackMaxi

dress,wearadenimjacketandadoekonmy

head.

Mom:"He'llbeburiedtomorrow.Wherehave

youbeen?"

Me:"Mom,please"

Mom:"Maraotlasesasankengwanawagagoa

tlhokafetse.Whatdoyouwantpeopletothink?

Ifyouhad-"



Me:"Mama,that'senough.You'veterrorisedme

allmylife.Theleastyoucandoisallowmeto

mournmyson'sdeathinpeace!"

Igetinsidetheblankets,withmyshoes.

Twoweekslaterandthefuneralreplaysinmy

mind.

IrememberhowIfeltmyheartbeingburied

withmyson'scoffin.

IrememberhowIcouldn'tcryandcollapsed

intoZandre'shands.

AllIdoisremainlockedinmyroom.Ihaven't

beenoutofheresinceIgotinaftertheburial.

WhatpissesmeoffisthefactthatRomeois

alive.Whycouldn'thedie?Whydidmysonhave

tobetheonewhodies?

Ihaven'teatenintwoweeks.AllIdoisdrink

water,bathandcrymyselftosleep.

MybrotheristheonlyoneItalktointhishouse.



He'stoowiseforhisage.He's12now.

There'saknockonmydoor.Idon'tanswer

becauseit'snotlocked.

It'sZandre.Ican'trememberwhenIlastsaw

him.Probablyaweekago.

Zandre:"Hey"

Inod.Iamreallyfeelinglifeless.Idon'teven

knowwhyI'mstillholdingon.

I'velostweight.I'mlikeawalkingcorpseand

that'showIfeel.I'mdeadinsideandout.

Heopensthecurtains.I'mwearingallblackas

usual.

Zandre:"Youlookugly"

Me:"Whatdoyouwant?"

Zandre:"Wegoingforaride"

Me:"Zandreplease"

Zandre:"Iwasn'taskingyou.ShouldIcarryyou



or?"

Me:"No"

Zandre:"You'velostweight"

He'shadtocarrymebecauseIrefusedtostand.

Ican'treallystandforlongwithoutfeelingdizzy.

Thesunlighthurtsmyeyesandhegivesme

shades.

Me:"Amotorbike?"

Zandre:"Yes.Andyou'redriving"

Me:"Ican't"

Zandre:"Youcan"

Ithoughthe'sjokinguntilheholdsmyhand

whilewedrive.

MyheartisbeatingoutofmychestbutIdoit.

ItfeelslikeI'mflying.Heeventakesoffmy

doekandthrowsitaway,ontheroad.

Ifeel...Ifeelfree



.

HOPE

I'minourhome.Ican'tbelieveit'sthelastday

oftheyear.

It'sbeenonehecticyear.Alothashappened.

I'mgladthisyearisdoneanddusted.Well,

almost.

I'vejusttakenashowerandI'mgettingreadyto

goout.

It'swhatI'vebeendoingeverydayforthepast

twoweeks.

MikegetsintoourroomasI'mputtingmakeup.

Mike:"Thisbehaviourofyoursshouldstop"

Me:"I'm23Marcus.Incaseyouforgot"

Mike:"Andyou'realsomywife,whichis

somethingyou'veclearlyforgot.You'renever

home.Youcomeheredrunk.Isthathowawife



issupposetobehave?"

Me:"Marcus,please.Mycabiswaitingforme

outside.Idon'thavetimeforthis"

Mike:"Youcouldhaveatleastputonsome

decentclothing.Youlooklikeahoe!"

Itakealookathim,unabletobelievethathe

justsaidthattome.

Me:"Wow"

Mike:"I'vebeenhopingthatyouwouldchange.

I'vebeenwatchingyougoouteachand

everydaylikesomeonewho'sforgottenwhy

they'rehere.MaybeIwaswrong.You'renot

readytobeanyone'swife"

Me:"Whatareyousaying?"

Mike:"Iwantadivorce.I'mtiredofthis"

Thenhestormsout,leavingmetoregisterwhat

hesaid.

Adivorce?Wehaven'tevenbeenmarriedfor



threemonths.

Idon'tevenfeellikebegginghimtostay.Come

tothinkofit,weweregoodbeforewedecided

togetmarried.

Oh.I'mwearingablackshortlacejumpsuit

whichislongsleevedwithblackstripheels.I

havearedlipstickonandI'veheldmyhairup

tightly.

MycabhootsagainandIknowit'stimeforme

toleave.

He'snowheretobeseeninthehouse.

Anyway,thedriverdropsmeoffattheclub.I

hearditsownedbyRomeo'sfather.

TalkingaboutRomeo,he'sstillunderlife

support.

Iwonderifhe'severgoingtowakeup.Iwonder

howBandilefeels.Thetwowereprettyclose.

Anyway,IneversettlefortheVIP.Ifeelithasno



lifebutthistime,theclubispacked.

Therearewell-knownpersonalitiesandthevibe

isgreat.

Someonecoversmyeyes,whichmakesme

giggle.

Me:"Kristen?"

Heuncoversmyeyesandkissesmycheek.

Kristen:"Howdidyouknowit'sme?"

Me:"Iknowhowyousmell."

Kristen:"Butshouldn'tyoubehome,making

babies?"

Me:"Hewantsadivorce"

Kristen:"Butyouguysgotmarriedlike

yesterday"

Me:"IfeellikeKimKardashianrightnow"

Kristen:"Worrynot.It'sgoingtobeagoodnight

foryou"



Me:"Yousay"

Kristen:"Yes,I'mgoingtomakeyouforget

aboutthesoon-to-beexhusband"

ThenheholdsmyhandandwewalktotheVIP.

Kristen:"First,youtakeoffthisthenwecan

havefun"

Hesays,removingmyweddingbandand

puttingitinmypurse.

Heordersshotsandabottleofvodka.

Me:"Wannakillme?"

Kristen:"Morelikegetyoufuckedup"

Me:"Whatareyouplanningtodotome?"

Kristen:"Honestly?"

Inod,bitingmylip.I'veneverlookedathimany

otherwayuntilnow.I'mlookingathispinklips.

I'mnotevendrunkyetsoIcan'tblamethe

alcohol.



Hishandtouchesmythigh.He'ssoclosetome.

Onewouldswearwe'retogether.

Hewhispersinmyear,sendingshiversdown

myspine.

Kristen:"Iwanttogetyououtofthislacy

numberandhaveyoudiggingyourclawsinto

mybackwhileI'mdiggingdeeperintoyou"

Thenhebitesmyearlobe.Ihavetocrossmy

legs.

Helooksatme,clearlysatisfiedwiththe

reactionhe'sgetting.

MaybethisiswhatIneedtoforgetaboutmy

failedmarriage.

Wedon'tevenfinishourvodkanortheshots.

Hetakesmyhandandweleave,minutesbefore

wewelcometheNewYear.

NastyCwasperformingbutthisrighthereis

better.



Me:"Whereareyoutakingme?"

Helooksatmewitheyesfulloffirewhilehe's

driving.Ibitemylip,thinkingofwhatwe'reboth

abouttodo.

.

.

Themuchanticipatedfinaleiscoming

tomorrow.

Hopefullywewon'ttakeanyturn
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HOPE

Ilookathimtryingtotieherhair.Shekeeps

shakingit,playingwithherdollwhichmakes



melaughbecauseIcanseehimgetfrustrated.

Nottooloudthough,Idon'twanthimtohear

me.

Shespecificallyaskedthathedoesherhair.

She'sadaddy'sgirlandI'vegottenusedtoit.

Henoticesmestandingbythedoorandlooks

atmewithpleadingeyes,howcanIsaynoto

that?

Iwalkintomyprincess'sroom.

HernameisAaliyah.Liaforshort.

Lia:"Mom,it'sdaddy'sturn"

Me:"Butdaddyhasameeting"

Shefrowns.Hethanksmewithhiseyes.

Lia:"It'snotfair"

Me:"Lifeisn't."

Isay,kissinghercheek.



Lia:"Tomorrowdaddy.YouknowIneverforget"

She'sright,whichmakesmechuckle.She'sonly

fouryettoosmartforherage.

Me:"Tomorrowsir"

Hekissesmylips,whispersathanksinmyear

andrushesout.

Idothisone'shairasperherrequest.Shecan

bebossywhenshewants.

Anyway,Idropheroffthendrivetothesurgery.

IfinallygraduatedandI'mnowadoctor.

I'maGPsoIworkwitheverything.

Myhusbandiskindenoughtobringmelunch,

likeheknowshowbusyitis..Actually,he

knowshowbusyitgets.

We'vebeenmarriedfortwoyearsandit'sbeen

amazing.

Me:"Howwasyourmeeting?"



Kristen:"Asuccess.IhavetogotoLondon

thoughtofinaliseeverything"

Ifrown.Ihateitwhenheleavesbutit'snever

formorethanaweek.

Yes,ImarriedKristenandI'maMrsRhodes

now.

Kristen:"I'llcomebackasap.Iwon'teventakea

week"

Me:"IhatethatIcan'tleavewithyou"

Kristen:"IknowbabyandIhateleavingmygirls

behind"

Thatmakesmeblush.

ImustadmitthatIdidn'tseethishappening.

Itallstartedthenighthetookmetoahotel

room.Mikehadjustaskedforadivorceandit

wasthelastdayoftheyear.

Webothhardlyrememberedtheeventsofthe

previousdayyetwerelivedthemoment.



Iwouldhaveneverthoughtthataonenight

standwillchangemylifebuttheminuteJosh

confirmedmypregnancy,itallcameflashing

back.

IrememberedthedreamIhadwherehetoldme

Mikewillleavemeandthatonenightwill

changemylife.

Afterthatonenight,Iwentbacktothathouse

andpackedeverything.

Mikewasevensurprised.Isignedthedivorce

paperswithasmileonmyface.

IhadarebirthandKristenwasthecause.

Ofcourseitcaughteveryonebysurprise.

KristenandIhadneverbeenclosesowhen

theyheardhemademepregnant,theyalmost

bitmyheadoff.EspeciallyTrinny.Shehad

alwaysbeenmysecondmother.

Anyway,ayearlatertheyhadacceptedusand

mylifeturnedout.



Imustsay,mypursuitforloveandhappiness

wassuccessful.

I'mHopeKylieRhodesandthanksforsharing

myjourney.

.

REY

Peopleoftensayhappinessisoverrated.Ispent

mostofmylifecryingmorethanIsmile,

thinkingIshouldn'tbealive,contemplating

suicideandtryingtofindpettyreasonstokeep

mealive.

Iwassofocusedonthenegativethatthe

positivenevercrossedmymind.

IconvincedmyselfthatIwasunwanted,

unimportantthatIdidn'tmatterandthatthislife

wasnotworthliving.

Thingsbecameworseaftermysondied.

SomehowhehadbeenthereasonIholdon,the



reasonIwakeupinthemorningandstriveto

makesomethingofmyself.

Ihadneverreallythoughtaboutmyself.Mylife

wasbasedaroundpeople,theiropinionsand

tryingtofitintothat.

Mymotherhadbeenthebiggestinfluenceon

mylife,withheropinionofmewhichshenever

dreadedtovoiceout.

WhenOmegadied,whowouldbe6now,Isort

ofdied.TheoldFeliciawhowasweakdied.I

knewIhadtobestrong.Ihadhidbehindmy

sonandnowthathewasgone,IknewIhadto

bemyownshield.

Zandrecamealmosteverydaytwoweeksafter

theburialandallowedmetoridehisbike.

EverytimeIgotonit,thefeelingwasmassive.

ItwasoffreedomandInthere,Ifoundpeace.

IknewthatishowIwantedtofeel,allmylife

andithelpedmehealfrommyson'sdeath.



I'mnotsayingIhealedimmediatelybutit

helped.Wedidallkindsofextremeactivities

togetherfromscubadivingtojumpingdowna

cliff.

Alltheseactivitiestaughtmeonethingandthat

is,mybiggestenemywasfearandtheyhelped

meovercometheenemy.

IfoundthethrillintakingrisksandIrealised

thatIhadbeenlivinginfear.Fearofbeingalive,

ofbeinghappyandofbeinginlove.

IneverrealiseditbutwhenIwentbackto

schoolformymatric,Ibecameadifferent

person.

MybrotherrunstomejustasIcomethrough

thegate.

Hehugsmeandspinsmearound,makingme

giggle.

Me:"Lookatyouallgrown"



Teboho:"I'm16dude"

Me:"Ilovethebaritone.Youlooklikesucha

man"

Hechuckles,pullingmeinsidethehouse.

Me:"Where'syourmom?"

Teboho:"Shewenttotown.Whatdidyoubring

me?"

Me:"WheredoyouthinkIgetthemoney?"

Iask,takingouthisGiftCard.Ididn'tknowwhat

tobuyanyway.

Teboho:"Thankyou"

Hesays,kissingmycheek.

Me:"Ndoda,let'sgo.Idon'thavethewholeday"

He'svisitingmeforawhile.Ineverimagined

myselfnotlivingherebutthisistheplacewhich

shapedmeintothepersonIam.

Tebohocanstanduptomom,somethingI



couldn'tandheleavesacomfortablelife.Isend

himmoneyeverymonthandmomalsotakes

careofhim.

I'mgladthatmybrotherdoesn'tlivehowIlived.

MyphoneringsasI'mwaitingforhim.

Me:"Fiance"

Isay,lookingatmybeautifulring.

Hechuckles,whichgivesmegoosebumps.

Zan:"Mothowaka"

Ilaugh.Ican'tbelieveheknowsTswana.

Me:"Missme?"

Zan:"Witheveryfibreofmybeing.I'moutside"

Me:"I'mnotababyZandre,stoptreatingme

likeone"

Zan:"Maraobabyyaka"

Igiggle.Teboholooksatmewitharaised

eyebrow.



Me:"Wecoming"

Wefindhimoutside,Intheyardwhileleaning

onhiscar,lookingatmewhilebitinghislip.

HefistbumpswithTeboho,whogetsinthecar

thenhugsmebeforekissingmefordearlife.

Me:"Yougonnamakemehorny"

Iwhisperandhebitesmyearlobe.

Zan:"Thatwastheintention"

Teboho:"Guys!"

Heshoutsbythewindow.Zanopensmydoor

andspanksmejustasI'mabouttogetin.

Me:"Really?

Hechucklesanddrivesoff.

Wearriveathisfather'shouse.

Tumigivesmeahug.Weworkedonour

relationshipovertheyearsandOmega'sdeath

broughtustogether.Infact,itbroughtthe



wholefamilytogether.

Tumi:"Yougood?"

Me:"Iam.Where'sJunior?"

Tumi:"Sleeping.Icanfinallyrest"

Tebohohasmadehimselfcomfortablehere.

TumioffersmewineandZanprotests.

Me:"Andthen?"

Zan:"Pleasegiveherjuiceorsomething"

Irollmyeyes.TumiandIarediscussingmy

engagementparty.

Me:"IamnotpregnantZandre"

HimandIbecameintimatetwoyearsintoour

relationship.Ihadthisbigfearoffalling

pregnant.

Hekissesmycheekthenexcuseshimself.

Tumilooksatmeinamusement.



Me:"Don'tsayit"

Webothchuckle.

I'dbelyingifIsaidI'mnothappy.

Iamandaboveall,I'mcontent.I'mreadyto

faceanychallengesinthefuture.

I'mfearless.

MynameisReoratileFeliciaLeeuwandthishas

beenmystory.

.

PINK

Idon'tknowhowIcandescribemylifeatthis

point.

Alothashappened.AfterBandilebrokeupwith

me,mylifesortoffellapart.

IthoughtIcouldgetoveritbutIneverdid.

Apartofmehopedthatwewouldgetback

togetherbutasmonthswentonwithoutacall



fromhim,Ilostallhope

MarcoandItriedmakingthingsworkbutafter

ayearoftrying,wewentseparateways.He's

actuallytheonewholeftme.

Basically,relationshipshaveprovennottobe

forme.

Ipassedmymatricverybadthatthefollowing

year,Ihadtorewriteit.

ItwasprobablybecauseofhowrebelliousIwas.

Anyway,thatmeansI'mdoingmythirdyearin

Pharmacy.

Ican'twaittograduatereally.I'vebeensingle

fortwoyears.

Felixisgettingmarried.Herrelationshipwith

Zanturnedouttobesuccessful.

I'mstudyingatNWU,pukke.Achangein

environmenthasbeengoodforme.

I'vebeentryingtobeagoodgirlandnot



disappointmymom.She'sbeenthroughalot

becauseofme.

KristenismarriedtoHopeandhe'shappy.He's

theonewho'sgoingtotakeoverfrommom.

"Hi"

Sayssomeonewhoseemtobebymytable.

Ilookathisshoesfirstbeforelookingupathim.

Me:"CanIhelpyou?"

Hetakesaseatoppositeme.Ididn'tevenagree

tothis.

IwantedtohavemylunchInpeace.I'mareal

loner.

IlivealoneinmyapartmentandI'malonemost

ofthetime.

"I'mKgotlaLobeloandyoumylady?"

Ireallywanttorollmyeyesnow.Thisperson

justinvadedmyspaceandnowwantsmeto



entertainhim.

Kgotla:"OK.Well,I'vebeenwatchingyousit

hereeachandeveryday,alone.AsIlookedinto

youreyes,Iwonderedwhyawomanlikeyou,21

feelssodirectionless"

Me:"Howdoyouknowmyage?"

Kgotla:"Havedinnerwithme,thenyou'llfind

out"

Me:"WhywouldIgooutwithastranger?"

Kgotla:"I'mnotastranger.I'veknownyoufor

twoyears,sinceIstartedworkinghere.I'man

attorney"

He'salittletall,darkwithpinklipsandhasa

shortfade.

Me:"I'mKhanyisabuteveryonecallsmePink"

Kgotla:"So,dinner?I'llpickyouup"

Me:"OK"



Goingoutwithhimwasn'tasbadasIthought.

Ifoundouthe's25andthathe'soriginallyfrom

Kimberley.

Hetoldmehe'sapastor,whichishowhegotto

knowmyname.

Apartofmewantstoknowhimmore.Idon't

knowwhatthisisbutI'mWillingtotryitout.

Mypursuitofloveandhappinesscontinues.

I'mPinkandmystorycontinuesbutthisis

wherewepart.

.

ROMEO

Fiveyears.It'sbeenfiveyearssinceIkilledmy

ownsonandtheeventsstillhauntme.

IcanimaginehowFeliciafeels,howmuchshe

musthatemenow.

Ispentayearinacomaandwokeupparalysed



andwithamnesia.

Iregainedmymemoryafter10monthsand

fromthatday,Ihavebeenhauntedbythe

memoriesofwhathappened.

Regrethasconsumedme.IwonderwhyIdidn't

listentoBandileandstopdrinkingwhilemyson

isinthehousewithme.

IneverthoughtIcouldbethisselfish.

IwassoconsumedbyangerandjealousythatI

endedupkillingmyownson.

MysonwhomIlovedwithallofmylife.

Thetruthis,Idon'tevenknowwhyI'mstillalive

Idon'tknowwhymyparentsdidn'tswitchoff

thosemachines.

Ireallydon'tknowwhytheywastedsomuch

moneykeepingmealive.

I'mnotworthyofliving.



Ican'tletgo.

It'salljusttoomuch.

ThinkingofthepainReymusthavewent

throughbecauseofwhatIdid.Whycouldn'tI

diewithhim?

IlookatthischairthatI'msittingonwhich

convincesmethatIdeservetobepunished.

Idon'tevenbothertryingtostandup.

EachandeverydayIthinkofmysonandwhatI

did.

Heprobablyhatesmewhereheis.Idon'tblame

him.

Iwonderwhymyparentsevenbotherwith

checkinguponme.

Idon'ttalk.

AllIdoiswritecountlessletterstomyson,

whomIkilled.



.

.

***THEEND***


