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Musa:What?

Me:whoisshe?

Musa:Rea,I'mnotcheatingonyou.

Me:Musa!

Iwasscreaming.

Musa:Youmakingnoise.

Me:tellMewhothehellsheis.

Musa:Rea,stopit!

IgrabbedtheglassIhadinmyhandandthrew



itathimbutheducked.

Me:Musadon'tdrivemecrazy!

Igrabbedthevase.

Musa:Reastopit!

Heduckedagain.

Me:Tellmewhosheis.

Musa:Iamnot...

Igotaholdoftheremoteanditmissedhis

head.Hemusthaveplayedalotoftinboxwhen

growingupcozhewasgoodatducking.



Me:Musawenkosi

Musa:stopthrowingthingsatme

Me:Whoisshe?Whoareyoucheatingonme

with?

Hekeptquiet.

Me:Musa!

Musa:Letmeexplain.

Me:tellmewhosheis!

IwastearingUp.

Musa:Iwillnot.

Icouldn'tstandhimanymoresoIwenttothe

bedroomandlockedit

Iburiedmyfaceinbetweenthepillowsand



cried.SoIhadtodealwithhisinfidelity?Ig

Hadnotsignedupforthis.Iwassupposetobe

happy.Ideservedtobehappy.Ihadbeen

throughalotandIdeservedpeace.

Musa:Rea!

Hetriedopeningthedoor

Musa:Baby,Pleaseopenthedoor.

Ikeptquiet.

Musa:Babyplease

Me:Musa,dontmakemegrabashoeandstab

youwithit.Getawayfromme

Musa:Rea,canyounotcry?



Washestupid?

Me:Musagetawayfromthedoor.

Musa:allowmetocomein.

Me:Musaleavemethehellalone.Gotoyour

fragrancegirl.

Musa:I'llsleephere.

Hecouldsleepthereallhewanted.Icried

myselftosleepandthenextmorning,whenI

openedthedoor,hewasthere.

Me:getawayfromme.

Musa:takemyphone,checkwhateveritisyou

wanttocheck.

Me:YouthinkI'mstupid?YouthinkIdon'tknow



thatyouprobablycoveringitup?

Hekeptquiet.

Me:Moveplease.

Musa:Justletme...

Me:Musa,Move!

HemovedandIwenttogetcoffee,Iwasnt

goingin.Iwastoodepressed.

Me:Gotowork!

Musa:I'mnotleavingyoulikethis

Me:Musa,Isaidgotowork.

Musa:pleasejustlisten

Me:No..youarealiar.Youcheatingonme?

Really?Musa,Igaveyoueverything,Isubmitted



toyou,Igaveyousons,madeyourhousea

home,IdoallthatyouaskofmeAndyoutreat

melikethis?Really?Allcozofvagina?Please

getawayfromme!

HewenttothebathroomandIgrabbedthe

broomtogocleanupthebrokenglass.Igota

callfromTshepoasIwasbusy.

Tshepo:Touristhowareyou?

Ichuckled.

Me;HeyTshepo.

Tshepo:Youback?

Me:From?

Tshepo:Zim.



Me:duh!

Tshepo:Haisuka.

Me:Imissyou.

Tshepo:Imissyoutoo.

Me:WhenwillIseeyou?

Tshepo:today.

Me:Besidestoday.ImnotOkay.

Tshepo:What'swrong?

Me:Girlstuff.

Tshepo:hotwaterbottleanddrinklotsofwater.

AskMusatogiveyouarubifhe'saround.

Tshepothough!

Me:ThanksDoc.

Tshepo:pleasuremypatient.



Me:howarethekidsdoing?

Tshepo:Welltheyarefine.

Me:Andthemum?

Tshepo:she'spregnant.

Me:Wellshe'swithyou..

Tshepo:Wehavetohave3morekids.

Ialmostchoked.

Me:What?

Tshepo:Yes.

Me:Tshepo!

Tshepo:I'mjustsaying.

Me:I'lltalktoyoulater.

Ihadanothercall.



Tshepo:getwellOkay?

Me:Iwill.

IendedhiscallandtookGrace'scall.

Me;Babe.

Grace;HeyRea,youatwork?

Me:I'mathome..AreyouFine?

Shewasn'tthebubblyGraceIknew.

Me:IsBongaokay?

Grace:CanIcomethereataround13:00orso?

Me:Okay.

Grace:ThankyouRea



Me:Byebabe.

Ihungupandfinishedcleaning,Musawasin

hisstudyworking.Ididn'tunderstandwhyhe

couldn'tleavemealone.Iwenttotakeabath

andwenttositoutside.Iwon'tlie,Iwasbroken.

Ididn'tknowwhethertoleaveorhanginthere

butthesignswerethere.Lipstickmarksand

fragrances.WasInotenough.Ataround12:30,

Grace'scarparkedoutside.

Grace;Hey.

Me;HeyG.

Grace:youdon'tlookokay

Me:IthinkI'mgoingtogetflu.

Grace;OhI'msorry.

Me:Howareyou?

Grace;wishIcouldsayI'mfine.



Me:Letmegetyouadrink..

Grace:Thankyou.

Iwenttogetussomethingtodrink.

Me:what'swrong?

Shetookadeepbreath.

Grace:Bongaischeating.

OhmyGoodness!HowwasIsupposetodeal

withthis?Ihadacheatinghusbandaswell.

Grace:hedoesn'ttouchmeanymore.Heonly

spendstimewiththegirls.ItslikeIdon'texist.

Me:I'msorry.



Grace;Hegetscallsatnight.Hisclothesare

coveredinwomen'sfragrance.

OhGodness!Ihadalumpinmythroat.

Grace:Idon'tknowwhattodoRea.

Iswallowedhard.

Me:Didyoutalktohim?

Grace:hedoesn'tgivemethetimeofday.

Ididn'tknowwhattosay.

Grace:pleasetalktohim.

Me:Grace...



Grace:PleaseRea,helistenstoyou.

Me:Idon'tthinkI...

Grace:Please.

Isighed.

Me:I'lltalktohim.

Grace:Thankyou.

Wow!

Grace:Howareyouanyway?

Wespokeforaboutanhourandsheleft.WhenI

wentbackin,Musawaswatchingsoccer



Musa:Let'sgo.

Me:Don'ttalktome.

Musa:Reabilwelet'sgoplease!

Me:Idon'twanttogoanywherewithyou.

HeswitchedofftheTVandgrabbedhiscar

keys.

Musa:Please.Rea,don'tmakemecarryyouout

please.

Iwalkedoutandhelockedup.

Musa:Pleasegetin.

Me:yougoingtotellmewhosheis?

Musa:justgetinplease.



Igotintothecarandhedroveout,wedroveto

oneofhisfriend'srestuarant.Itwasmyfavorite

actually

Musa:Let'sgo

Me:Musa...

Musa:Please.

Igotoutofthecarandfollowedhimin.He

spoketothemanager,Les,wewereusedto

himandheledustosomeroom.

Me:Letmyhandgo.

Hedid.

Les:here.



Wewereinthemonitorroom.

Les:Lastnight'sfootage.

Musa:intheprivateroom.

Les:Hereyougo.Danwillhelpyou.

Ifixedmyeyesonthescreen,Hewaswitha

manandawoman.Documentsontheirtables

andtheyweresigningthem.Datewasthere.

Time18:45.

Musa:zoomintotheLadyplease.Getherface.

Dandid.

Musa:Toherlips.



Itwasthelipstick,Isawonhischeek.Maroon.

Musa:Thankyou.Goon.

Theystoodupafterputtingthedocumentsin

theirbagsandMusashooktheGuy'shand,he

huggedtheladyandsheplantedakissonhis

cheek.

Musa:thanksDan.

Wewentout.

Musa:Ispedhometoyouafterthatmeeting.

Rea,Iloveyou!IlovemykidsandIwouldnever

hurttheirmother.Iamnotcheating.
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Musa:Pleasebelieveme.Babyplease.

Ikeptquiet.

Musa:TellmewhatIshoulddothen.

Me:Tellmethetruth

Musa:babythatisthetruth.

Me:You'vebeencominghomelate.

Musa:I'vebeenworking.

Ikeptquiet..



Musa:Okay..Pleasegetin

Igotintothecar.

Me:Whereareyoutakingme?

Musa:HopefullythiswillconvinceyouthatI'm

notcheating..

Ikeptquiet.

Musa:Aren'tyouhungry?

Me:Iknowhowtotakecareofmyself.

Musa:Ouch.

Hekeptquietandfocusedontheroad.



Me:Areyouserious?

Musa:Come.

Me:seriously?

Musa:ComeRea.

Igotoutofthecar.

Me:Letgoofmyhand.

Musa:Okay.

Wewalkedin.

Frida:MrMabasahowareyou?

Musa:I'mFineFrida.

Frida:MrsMabasa.

Me:justRea.



Frida:I'msorry.IspoketoMrCliftonaboutthe

meeting.

Musa:OhthanksbutI'mnothereforthat.

ActuallyI'mgoingBeoffworkforafewweeks.

Frida:Ohokay.I'llrescheduleafewmeetings..

Musa:Thankyou..Ineedfootageforthepast3

weeks.Frommyofficeandtheboardroomokay?

Alsoacopyofmyschedule.

Frida:OhI'llgogetthemfromMarlon.

Musa:Thankyou.Shallwema'am?

Iledthewaytohisoffice.Hehadaddeda

photoofthefourofusonhiswall.Wewerein

Zambia.Happymoments.

Musa:CanIgetyouanything?

Me:no.

Musa:Okay.



IkeptmyeyesonthepictureandHekepthison

me.Icouldfeelit.Fridacamewiththefootage

andtheschedule.

Musa:thankyou.

Frida:Pleasure.

Sheexcusedherself.

Musa:canwegohomenow?

Me:please.

Wewenthome.Ikeptmyeyesonhisschedule

Andhewasbusytheentiretime.Evenonthe

weekends.Whenhegothome,hegothislaptop

andcametositnexttome.Iwatchedthe

footage.Hespenttheentiretimeinhisoffice,



meetingsintheboardroomandHeleftlateat

around23:30or00:45.Notjusthimbuthis

teamaswell.

Ifeltembarrassed.

Musa:baby,Iwouldneverhurtyou.MaybeI've

steppedonyourtoes,pinnedyourhandsdown

onthebed,hurtyourpelvicgirdlebutI'venever

cheatedonyou.Idon'thaveeyesforanyone

butyou.

Iclearedmythroat.

Musa:AndifitmeansIhavetomakeupforit

thenI'llworktogainyourtrustagain..

IhadtoadmitthatIwaswrong.



Me:I'msorry.

Musa:Don'tapologize.Igaveyoureasonto

doubtme.

Me:Youdidactually.

Hesmiled.

Musa:Sobecausemylatecomingiscausinga

driftbetweenusI'mgoingtomakesurethatI

bringmyworkhome.

Me:AndtheybetterstophuggingAndkissing

you.

Helaughed.

Musa:okaybaby.

Me:Imsorry.



Musa:I'msorrytoomylove..Canyouapplyfor

leave?

Me:Iwasonleaveafewweeksago..

Musa:Itwasforaweek.Anditmonthsago

Me:don'tlie.

Musa:I'mtryingtofixthis

Me:Icantry.

Musa:Thankyou.

Ianalyzedhisface.Hewasreal

Me:Fine.

Musa:andafterwhatIexperiencedlastnight,it

givesmemorereasontonotcheatonyou.

Ismiled.



Me:yougoodatducking.

Helaughed

Musa:Ihadto.

Me:youprovokedme.

Musa:WellIknow.Iwasforcedtoadmitto

somethingI'mnotevendoing.

Me:Idon'twanttotalkaboutthisanymore.

Musa;Areyouhungry?

Me:Iam.

Musa:Iknewit.

Me:Really?

Musa:6yearsisalongtime.

Me:Yeahright.

Musa:itis.



Me:canwegomakefoodnow?

Musa:Yeswecan.

Iclosedthelaptopandwewenttothekitchen.

Musa:Whatdoyoufeellike?

Me:Tunasandwich.

Musa:okayso,beforeourfight...wanttogoto

myinbox?

Iunlockedhisphoneandwenttohisinbox.

Musa:searchforErica.

Idid.



Me:YouwantustogotoVanaBelle?

Musa:Yes

Ilaughed.

Me:you?

Musa:Me.

Me:You?

Musa:Me!

Me:LasttimewhenIsaidweshouldgothere

yousaid"Rea,youcantakeYoursonswithI'm

notgoingthere"andnowyouenquiredaboutit

threedaysago?

Musa:Yesma'am

Me:Wow.

Musa;so?

Me:SoifIgetmyleavegetsapprovedwecan



go.

Musa:It'saniceplace.

Ilaughed.

Me:wow!Finally!Itssecluded.

Musa:itis.

Me:sothisisHowwegoingtolive?

Musa:byalwaystravelling?

Inodded.

Musa:IfIremembercorrectly,Wesaid,onour

firsttripthatnomatterhowbusylifegetswe'll

Alwaystravel.

Me:Irememberthat.

Musa:Sodon'tfightit.



Me:Iwon't

Therewasaknock.

Me:ComeIn.

"Heybaby"

Sheranintohisarms.

Musa:Hellomylovehowareyou?

Pabi:I'mfine.

Shekeptherlittlearmsaroundhisneck.

Bokang:Dumelang.



Me:HeySbilo.

Bokang:shewantedtocomehere

Me:Canimagine..theyhaven'tseeneachother

inawhile.

Theywerelaughingatsomething.

Bokang:Youguyswillbringherbacktight?

Me:Wewill.

Itookherbag.

Bokang:byePabi.

Noresponse.Shewastoobusyplayingwith

Musa'shair..IwalkedhimoutandwhenIwent

backin,theywerestilllaughingandtalking..



Theirbondwasunexplainable.Itookmy

sandwichandwenttowatchamovie.Ifell

asleepandwhenIwokeupataround20:00,

Musaintheotherroom,puttingPabitobed.

Me:You....

Musa:Shhh...

Ikeptquietandhetuckedherin..switchedoff

thelightandwesteppedout.

Musa:I'msorrybaby,youweresaying?

Me:Nothing.

Apartofmewasshattered..

Musa:Baby?



Me:DoyouthinkI'vefailedyou?

Musa:Nowhy?

Me;WhydoIfeellikeIdid.Imean,we'vebeen

trying...

Musa:Rea,Don'tdothattoyourself...

Me:I'msorryIcan'tgiveyouthat.

[06/16,07:25]W:POTG

S2

#3

Musa:don'tsaythat..

Me:Really?

IfeltlikeIfailedhim.

Me:YougivemeeverythingIwantandIjust

can'tgiveyoutheonethingyouwant..



Musa:Baby,itwillhappen.

Ikeptquiet.

Me:doyouthinksomething'swrongwithme?

Musa:Yes.

Me:Oh...

Musa:what'swrongwithyouisthefactthat

youoverreacting

Me:Musa,don'ttrytomakemefeelbetter..

Musa:youknowmebetterthanthat.Itwill

happenbaby.Stopoverthinkingthings.

Itookadeepbreath

Musa:That'sit.

Me:whatdidyoutwoeat?



Musa:theusual.

Ilaughed.Pabilovednoodles,sowehadto

makesurethatwestockedthemupforher.

Me:yougoingtoeatthatforaslongasshe's

here.

Musa:Eish.

Me:you'llbestrong.

Musa:Ineedtheenergyfortomorrow.

Me:She'snotgoingtoschool?

Musa:shesaidshedoesn'twantto.

Me:that'sthePabiIknow.

Musa:Comeon.Tuborshower

Me:tub.Ineedyoutowashmyback.

Musa:okay.

Me:Justthat.



Musa:WhatdidIsay?

Me:Don'tGetanyideas..

Musa:WellIhadafew.

Igiggled.

Me:Youturnedmedownlastnight.

Musa:Ididn'tturnyoudown.Isaid"notnow"

Me:That'srejection.

Musa:no.That's"baby,canIjustgetmyenergy

firstthenI'llgiveyouallofme"

Me:mmmm

Musa:sothatmeansyougoingtoturnme

downtoday?

Me:Yes.

Hesmiled.



Musa:Babylet'sgo..

Hetookmyhandandwewenttoourbathroom.

Hefilledthetubwithfoamandpulledmecloser

sohecouldtakemyshirtoff.

Me:Icanundressmyself.

Isaidgiggling.

Musa:I'monlytryingtohelp.

Me:Myhandswork.

Heunbuttonedmyjeans.

Me:Younotlettingitgoareyou?



Musa:I'mtryingtohelp.You'vegottenthin.

Me:andIwonderwhy.

Hesmiled.

Musa:Iapologized.

Me:Thenapologizeforcallingmethin.

Musa:okayI'msorry.Yougotnewunderwear?

Igiggled.

Me:Younoticeeverythingaboutmedon'tyou?

Musa:yes.Ihaveto.

Me:well?

Musa:Itsverysexy.

Me:but?



Musa:Butwhere'stheotherpiece.Thebra.

Me:I'mnotgoingtowearit.

Musa:why?

Me:CozI'vegotsmallboobsandIdon'tlike

bras.

Musa:Isee.

Me:Youhaveeyesyoushould.

Heblushed.

Me:thedimplesfinallycomeout.

Musa:theyonlycomeoutforyou.

Me:theyshould.TheyarejustlikeLuyanda's.

Lwandile'sarenicerthough.Mybabieshave

cutesmiles.

Musa:I'mtheirfather.

Me:AndI'mtheirmother..



Wegotintothetub.

Musa:theydontwanttocomeback.

Me:Coztheirgrandmotherisspoilingthem.

Musa:Weneedourownspace.

Me:Yourwifeishere..

Musa:mywifeisnotaproblem.Allshedoesis

talk,sing,danceandcallme"baby"

Pabithough!SheheardmecallMusa"baby"

andinherlittlehead,thatwastherightwordto

callhim.

Me:Andtireyouout.

Musa:Icanhandlethat...



Heranhisindexfingerbetweenmybreastsand

moveddowntomynavel.

Me:Yousupposetobewashingmyback..

Musa:Idid...

Me:Only.

Musa:ArethosegoosebumpsIsee?

Me:Musa,dontgoanyfurther.

Musa:whynot?

Me:CozIsaidso.

Musa:Orelsewhat?

Iturnedandfacedhim.

Musa:Goon.



Istaredathislipsandsmiledbeforekissinghis

lips.Istoppedandlookedathim,bithislower

lipandgothiminsidewhiledoingthat.Imoved

slowlyonhimcozIhadtobecautiousofthe

water.Hetriedtouchingmyback...

Me:Don'ttouchme.

Hegavein.ImadesureIkeptmyeyesonhim

andstoppedwhenhisbreathingratewas

gettingfasterandkissedhimagain.

Me:goodnight.

Musa:Babydon'tdothis...

Me:Someofusaregoingtoworktomorrow.

Ipulledmyselfup,gotoutofthetuband

wrappedatowelaroundmybody.



Musa:Rea...

Hewasgettingouttoo.

Me:Iloveyou.

Hesmiled.

Musa:Yougettingbackatme?

Me:Iamnot..

Musa:baby?

Me:Iloveyou.

IgotoneofhisshirtsandputitonafterI

lotionedmybody.Iwenttohimandkissedhim.



Me:goodnight.

Musa:itisgoingtobeagoodnight.

Me:letmego.

Musa:Youdon'tgettothattome.

IsmiledcozIknewwhatIwasinfor.Hejust

keptgoingonandonandIhadonly4hoursof

sleep.

Musa:Goodmorning.

Me:Morning.

Musa:Howareyou?

Me;I'mfine.Whattimeisit?

Musa:08:30

Ijumpedout.



Me:Whydidn'tyouwakeme?

Musa:youlookedpeaceful.

Me:Musaman!

Irushedthrougheverythingandgottoworkat

10:30.

Mygoodness!Ikeptyawningandremembered

toapplyforleave.Ataround11,Musaputup

videosofhimandPabisingingasongfrom

somecartoons.Theylookedreallycute.My

admiringmomentwasdisturbedbyacall.

Me:Yes,I'mstillcomingin...thankyou...bye"

IhungupandassoonasIputitdown,itrang

again.



Me:youjerk!

Bonga:Haibo!

Me:whereareyou?

Bonga:I'maround..

Me:canyoucometomyhouselateron?

Bonga:I'mbusytoday.

Me:Bonga!

Bonga:I'llcomeTomorrow..

Me:Youbetter.

Bonga:CanIaskaboutyounow?

Me:No..

Bonga:youwanttohangup?

Me:I'llseeyouTomorrow.

IhungupAndcontinuedworking.Iknockedoff

earlysoIcouldgotomydoctor.



Dr:howareyou?

Me:I'mfine.

Dr:youLookthinner.

Ikeptquiet..

Dr:whenyoucamehereItoldyou,youdon't

haveenoughironright?

Me:Youdid

Dr:Rea,youaregoingtohaveahardtime

fallingpregnant..

Iswallowedhard.

Dr:yourfallopiantubesareblockedsothat's

whyyoureggscan'tbefertilized.



Me:howdidthat...

Ikeptquiet.

Me:Sowhatnow?

Dr:Treatmenttoopenthetubes.Justpraythey

arenotbeyondrepair.

[06/16,07:25]W:POTG

S2

#4

Idon'tknowwhybuteventhoughIwastoldI'd

undergotreatment,Iwascryingonmywayto

mum's.Ijustwantedtoseemysons.Ifixedmy

facewhenIgotthereandtomysurprise,they

wereveryhappytoseeme.Wesatonthelawn

andtheybothlookedatme.



Luyanda:Whyareyoureyesred?

Lwandile:Areyousick?

Me:YesI'msick.

Luyanda:Soitmakesyoureyesred?

Me:YesandIneedtosleep..

Lwandile:Whatdoyouwantmetogetyou?

Thegentlebrother...Yousee?

Me:Nothingmybaby.Ijustcametoseeyou.

Lwandile:Where'sdad?

Luyanda:Whydidn'thecomehere?

Me:Dad'sathomewithPabi..

Theylookedateachother.



Me:Whatisit?

Thosetwo!

Me:Youdon'twanttocomeback?

Theyshooktheirheads.

Lwandile:Pabidoesn'tallowustoplaywithdad

whenshe'sthere.

Butthenicethingis,theyunderstood,Imean

somethinginsideofthemjusttriggeredthat

she'sonly3andtheygavehereverythingshe

wanted.Attentionwhenshewanteditandgave

uptheirtimeforher.



Lwandile:We'llcomebacknextmonth.

Ilaughed.

Me:Noyouwillnot.Youdon'tevenkmowwhat

nextmonthis.

Myboysthough..

Me:I'llfetchyouguyssoon.

Luyanda:Whenwillwegobacktothecaves?

Me:dadandIwillmakeaplan..

Luyanda:Okay.

"Rea!"



Me:Gran'scallingme.I'llbeback.

TheyhelpedmeupandIwenttomum.

Mum:Wereyoucrying?

Me;Noma.

Mum:Rea..

Me:I'mjusttired.

Mum:really?

Me:Yesma'am.

Mum:okay.

Shedidn'tbelieveme.

Me:IJuststoppedbytocheckontheboys.



Mum:Youmissthem?

Me:Ido.

Mum:theyarehappyhere.

Me:Mama,mykidsaren'tcomingtolivehere

withyou.

Mum:whatdidIsay?

Me:I'malsojustsaying.

Mum:Theyarehere99%ofthetime.

Me:no75%

Mum:Okay

Me:IknowyoulovebeingaGrannybutyou

can'ttakeeveryone'skids.

Shekeptquiet.

Me:ButIloveyouanyway.

Mum:IloveyoutooRea.



Me:I'mgoingbacktomykids.

Mum:Theyaregone.

Me:Where?

Mum:Nextdoor.

Me:Oh.

Theylovedplayingthere.

Me:I'llcomeseethemtomorrow

Mum:Wegoingouttomorrow.

Me:Where?

Mum:Goldreefcity.

Me:Mama!

Mum:holidaysRea.

Me:Okaymama,I'llcomelaterthen.

Mum:they'llbetired.



Ilaughed.

Me:okaywhatisit?

Mum:Iwantyoutofocusonhavingachild.

Icouldn'treally.

Me:Ineedtogonow.

Mum:YouneedtostopavoidingthisRea.

You'veseenhowMusaiswithPabi.Ithinka

daughterisexactlywhatyoutwoneed.

Me:Mama,Idon'twanttotalkaboutit.

Mum:I'vebeenaround.

Me:I'llcallyouwhenIgethome.

Mum:Okay.



Itookmybagandwenttosaybyetotheboys.I

drovetoElla's.Ihadn'tseenherinages.

Xolani:Couldntrecognizeyou.

Me:HeyX.

Xolani:HeyMsKellykaMusa.

Igiggled.

Xolani:Youneedtoeat

Ella:Tellherplease.

Me:Wow!

Xolani:Papandamasiforherbaby.Nowplease.

Me:Nothankyou.Mygoodness!

Ilaughed.



Xolani:Okayfinethen.I'llseeyouaround.

Me:cool.

Theirhousewasverybeautiful.Ilikedgoingto

Ella's.Verycomfortablehome.Cosyandwell

warm.Shelookedatme,analyzingme,she

knewIwasn'tfinebutImissedherandhonestly,

Iwasgoingtolie.

Ella:What'sgoingon?

Me:With?

Ella:you.TheReaIknow,doesn'tloseweight.

Youlooklikeyouwerecryingormaybeyounot

gettingenoughsleep..

Me:Work'sbeenhectic

Ella:Youneedtotakeabreakthen.

Me:Ella,itdoesn'tworklikethat.



Ella:Lookatyourself.

Me:Ella,Icameheretoseeyou

Ella:AndI'mgrateful

Me:socanwenottalkaboutmeandhowthin

andhorribleIlook.

Shepouredmeadrink.

Me:Youdonthaveanythingstrongerthanjuice?

Ella:No.

Me:Okay..Noweed?

Shelaughed.

Ella:Ithoughtyouquitweed.

Me:IonlysmokewhenI'mwithTshepoand

Bonga.



Ella:AndMusa?

Me:hethinksIquit.

Ella:youshouldquitforreal.Youarealmost30.

Me:Ella,there'snoagerestrictiononweed..

Ella:Idonthaveweed.

Me:It'sexactlywhatIneednow.

Ella:Toobad.Drinkthatjuiceanditshould

makeyoufeelbetter.

Yeahright!

Me:How'slife?

Ella:Lifeisokay.

Me:Really?

Ella:Yesitis.Wearetryingtomakethiswork..

Me:andyoustillenjoyingbeingastayhome

mum.



See...IwasSurroundedbystayhomemums.

Tshego,Noma,Ellaandthenewestaddition

Cassie.AtleastGraceworkedsoIcouldrelate

toher.

Ella:It'snice.Jointheclub.

Me:NahI'mgood.

Ella:Reathough,youhaveenoughmoney

Me:it'snotaboutmoney..I'llselfdestructLikeI

didwhenIwas"mommying"thosetwinsfora

year.

Shelaughed..

Ella:Theyareahandful..

Me:Iknowright.



Shehelpedmefeelbettercozshekeptsharing

crazystoriesaboutherandXolani..AndI

thoughtIhadproblems!Wow.WhenIgothome,

Iheardvoicescomingfromthebathroom.

Pabi:222526

Musa:Nobaby.222324

Pabi:That'swhatIsaidbaby.

Musa:Noyoudidn't.

Theygiggled.Itwasbathtimeforher.

Me:Goodevening.

Pabi:HelloAus'Rea.

Me:HeyPabi.

Musa:Heybaby.



Hewrappedatowelaroundher.

Me:I'llgomakeussomethingtoeat.

Musa:I'llbewithyounownow.

Me:Okay.

Itookmyshoesoffandwenttoprepareus

somethingtoeat.Icouldn'tstopthinkingabout

whatthedoctorsaid.

Musa:Rea!

Me:Ohhey.

Musa:I'vebeentalking..

Me:Youwere?

Musa:Iaskedhowyourdaywas.

Me:Oh.WheresPabi?



Musa:ShefellasleepafterIgotherintoherPJs.

Me:Oh.

Musa:Soyourdaywasrough..Icantell.

Somethingtocheeryouup,IspoketoErica

IwouldseehislipsmovingbutIheardnothing

afterIheard"Erica".

Musa:Reabilwe!

Hefrightenedme.

Me:DamnitMusa!Don'tdothat!

Musa:I'mtalkingaboutourtrip.Payattention

please.

Me:Musa,Idon'tcareaboutthetrip!



Iwassnappingathim.

Me:Idon'tcareaboutThat.Whydon'tyoutake

someoneelsewith.JeezAllowmetobreathe!
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Musa:Don'ttalktomelikethat!Dont!Respect

me!

Hegrabbedhisbottleofwaterandheadedto

thestudy.Ididn'tmeantosnapathimbutat

thesametime,Ididn'twanttotellhim.Ijust

didntwanttobreakhisheart..Iburiedmyface

inmyhandsandfoundmyselfsobbing.After

about5minutes,Iwipedthetearsoffmyand

tookachance.Iknockedandslowlyopenedthe



door..hewasgoingthroughadocument.He

staredasIputhisplateoffoodonthetableand

Isatacrosshim.

Me:I'msorryforsnappingatyou.

Heputthedocumentdown.

Musa:Whatisit?

Hewascalm.Ikeptquiet.

Musa:Reabilwe,I'mtalkingtoyou.

Me:Nothingreally.

Musa:Isitwork?

Me:Itis.

Musa:Rea,don'tlietome.



Heknewme.

Me:I...I...

Icouldn't.

Musa:Goon.

Me:Idon'twanttotalkaboutit

Negativethoughtshadtakenover.Ihad

forgottenaboutmyectopicpregnancywiththe

twinscozthedoctorshadtreateditandmade

suretheyweresafesoIthinkthatmighthave

causedthefallopiantoblock.

Musa:Yousure?



Me:yes.Ijustwantedtoapologize.

Musa:Isee.

Me:I'mgongobaththensleep.

Ididn'tgivehimthechancetoanalyzemyface

too.IquicklygotupFromthechairandasI

turned..

Musa:Getitoffyourchestwhenyouready.

Iwalkedaway.Gotintotheshowerandwent

straighttobed.Hecameinanhourlater,I

wasn'tasleepbutfacedtheotherway

Musa:Younotsleepingareyou?

Ifelthishandaroundmywaist.Hepulledme



closertohim.

Me:NoI'mnot..

Musa:YouwantmetotellEricato...

Me:No.Ithinkmyleavewillbeapproved.

Musa:Yousure?

Me:IthinkIneedit.

Musa:Ithinksotoo

Me:HowwasYourday?

Musa:Itwasexciting.Iactuallycan'twaitfor

youtofallpregnantwithourlittlegirl.

Myheartbitfaster..

Me:Thatnice?

Musa:Itwas.Girlsarefun.



Me:Andsonsaren't?

Musa:welltheywere.LuyandaandLwandile

don'tcareaboutusanymore.

Me:That'strue.Iwaswiththemtoday.

Musa:And?

Me:Mumdoesn'twantthemtocomeback..

Musa:Ithoughtasmuch.

Me:IDon'tgetthosekids.

Musa:thosekidsareindependent.

Imanagedtolaugh.

Musa:I'mserious.

Iturnedtofacehim.



Musa:That'sbetter.

IcouldseeHisfacecozofthelightthatpassed

throughourwindow.

Me:isit?

Musa:Itis.

Me:Mm...

Musa:Youneedtoletitout.

Me:Itsreallynothing

Musa:Isitafemalething?

Me:Ithinkit'sjustmyhormonesgettingthe

betterofme.

Musa:Maybe.

Me:Yessir.

Musa:Howwaswork?

Me:Workwasokay.



Musa:aretheystilltreatingyougood?

Ilaughed.

Me:Notheyaren't.

Musa:quitandcomeworkwithme.

Me:Nope.

Musa:Then?

Me:thenI'llsoldieron

Musa:Okayontherealthough...

Hewasn'tgivingup.

Musa:youshouldreconsiderit.

Me:No.

Musa:Whynot?



Me:Cozyouaresomeoneelseinsuits.

Ididn'twanttoworkwithhim.Hedidn'ttake

anynonsensefromanyone.

Musa:Ihavetobe.

Me:Soknowingme,Iwouldn'tbeabletocontrol

myself.

Musa:Ithinkyouwould.

Me:HowaboutIthinkaboutit?

Musa:That'sOkay.

Me:ButIdoubtI'llsayyes.

Musa:justthinkaboutit..Everykingdomneeds

aqueen..inthiscase,anempire.Italreadyhas

twoprinces.

Me:Ihearyou.

Musa:sojusttwomoreladiesandit'scomplete



it.

Ikeptquiet.

Me:Ithinkweshouldsleepnow.

Musa:Ishouldprobablygiveyouabreak

tonight.

Me:Yes..Iwasyawningtheentiretimeatwork

Hegiggled.

Musa:Nolatenightconversations?

Me:Nope.

Musa:youusedtolovethat.

Me:AndIstilldo..

Musa:Okaysleepthen..Comecloser.



Idid.Iwasreallysleepy.Wespokeabout

somethingelseandIeventuallyfellasleep.The

nextmorning,Ileftforworkearlyandluckliy,

myleavehadbeenapproved.Iwasglad.Iwas

tired.

Me:heygirl.

Cassie:hey.

Me:AndtowhatdoIowethis?

Cassie:let'ssee,youhardlyrespondtoany

messagesonWhatsApp.

Me:ImAlwaysbusy.

Cassie:Lunch?

Me:Well,Iwouldlikethat..

Cassie:Time?

Me:Inanhour.I'lltextyoutheplace.



Cassie:Okaycool.

Me:Seeyousoon.

Ihungupandcontinuedworkingthenwentto

joinCassieforlunch.

Cassie:YouLooktired.

Me:Iam.

Cassie:youokay?

Me:I'mfine.You.

Cassie:I'mfine.

Me:howarethekidsandThembadoing?

Cassie:Allfine.Iwantedtogiveyouthis.

Itwasaninvite



Me:Ohnice.Gugu'sturning5

Cassie:Intwoweeks.

Me:IhopeMusaandIwillbeback.

Cassie:From?

Me:Wehaveatripplanned.

Cassie:that'sbad

Me:ButI'llRSVP.

Cassie:I'dlikethat.

Me:AndifIdon'tmakeit,I'lldefinitelybuyhera

nicegift..

Cassie:She'dlikethat.

Weorderedfood.

Cassie:Iemailedyousomepictures.

Me:Youdid?



Cassie:Lingeriepictures.

Ilaughed.

Me:Youremembered?

Cassie:Idid.

Me:youknowIhardlycheckmyemails.Musa

doesthatforme.

Cassie:Musachecksyouremails?

Me;He'slikemyPA.Remindsmeofmy

meetingsandsoon.

Cassie:Youcan'tdothat?

Me:Ican.Justthathelikescheckingemailsso

whynotlethim.

Cassie:makessense.

Wehadlunch.Ihadfunwithherandhonestly,I



didn'twanttogobackhomewhenIknockesoff

cozIdidn'twanttofacehimbuthadto.Ifound

themplayingoutside.Theywereplayingsoccer.

Theylookedhappy.

Musa:Goodevening.Youbacklate.

Me:Hey..wasbusy.

Musa:howwasyourday?

Me:Itwasokay.

Musa:yougoingtogreether?

Me:HelloPabi.

Pabi:HelloAus'Rea.

Me:Youokay?

Pabi:I'mfine..

Musa:Gogetyourjuicebaby.

Sherantothehouse.



Musa:Whyyoubeingcoldtothechild?

Me:I'mnotbeingcoldtoher

Musa:Youare.

Me:Whenisshegoingbackhome?

Musa:She'sonlybeenherefortwodays.

Me:Sheneedstogobacktocrèche.Takeher

backtoherparentstomorrow.
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Musa:Listentome,don'tincludethatchildin

whateverissuesyouhave.Whatiswrongwith

you?

Me:JusttakePaballobacktoherparents.

Musa:Pabiismyguest.



Me:Inwhosehouse?

Musa:Rea,sheisyourniece!

Me:youdon'tgetitdoyou?

Musa:youcan'texactlyexpectmetoget

somethingthathasneverbeenexplainedto

me...

Iturnedtowalkaway.

Musa:Rea!

IkeptwalkingandPabiranouttogobackto

him.Ichangedintojeansandabaggytop,wore

mysneakersandheadedoutagain.Idrove

straighttoTshepo's.

Noma:Heygirl..



Me:HeyNoma..

Noma:Yougood?

Me:Iam.You?

Noma:WellwhatcanIsay?

Shetouchedherbelly.Badmove!Shouldn't

have.

Me:Where'sTshepo?

Noma:Inthatoutsideroom

Me:Smoking?

Noma:Yep.

Me:Okay.I'llbewithhim

Noma:Rea,don'tsmoke.

Ilaughedandwenttotheroom.



Me:"rollone,smokeone.."

Tshepo:"whenyoulivelikethisyousupposeto

party"

Wesoundedhorrible.

Me:CanIpleasehavethat?

Tshepo:Welcomeback.

Me:Ineedit!

Tshepo:Youlooklikeyoudo.

Ilaughed

Me:ThanksBroTshepo.

Tshepo:Onaseriousnote..what'sstressingyou

out?



Me:Work.

Tshepo:Icanimagine.Soyouandyour

husbandtaketurns?

Me:Whatdoyoumean?

Tshepo:Ihardlysawhimoverthepastweeks.

Who'sthatPAofhis?

Me:Frida..

Tshepo:saidwewasalwaysinandoutof

meetings.

That'sconfirmed.

Me:Hewas

Tshepo;Nowit'syou?

Me:Wellatleast,I'monleavenow.

Tshepo;Forhowlong?

Me:Twoweeks.



Tshepo:personisyou.

Me:Huh?

Tshepo:Mothokewena.

Ilaughed.

Me:Imissedyou.

Tshepo:Bathong,Imissedyoutoo.solisten...

Ipaidattention.

Tshepo:Youknowmy35thisin3weeksRight?

Me:Yes.

Tshepo:sowenotthrowingaparty.

Me:Whynot?

Tshepo:listen.



Me:imsorry.

Tshepo:Itoldeveryoneelsebesidesyouand

Musacozy'allliveinaworldofyourown

Me:Anytimenow.

Tshepo:WegoingtoMillionaire'sbend.

Me:What?

Tshepo:KoVaalman.Werentingouta

mansionfortheweekend..

Me:Oh!

Tshepo:Googleit.

Idid.

Me:thisissopretty.

Tshepo:Iknewyou'dsaythat.

Me:soittakes14guests?

Tshepo:yes.6bedrooms.



Me:otherroomshavedoublebeds.

Tshepo:Thenotherpeoplewonthaveprivacy

then

Me:Tshepo!Who'scoming?

Tshepo:TshegoandBokang,NomaandI,

GraceandBonga,Fezileandhisgirl.Bonginkosi

andhisgirl,youandMusa.

Me:That'sonly12

Tshepo:Gettheother2

Me:Ellaan....

Tshepo:don'tdrivemecrazy

Me:I'llinviteCassieandThemba.

Tshepo:Who?

Me:wemetinZim..

Tshepo:theyarefromZim..

Me:no.Theywerealsoonholiday.

Tshepo:oh.



Me:I'llaskthemthough,theyarethrowinga

partyfortheirdaughterin2weekssohopefully

theywon'tbebroke..

Tshepo:I'mpayingfortheaccommodation.You

canchipinforfood

Me:10grandonyourown?

Tshepo:Haveit.

Me:YeahandYouhaveababyontheway.Can

Ihelp?

Tshepo:Whyareyousuchanaccountant?

Ilaughed.

Me:Takeitasagift.

Tshepo:Justhalf..

Me:That'sfine.I'llsponsorthesnacksand

basicsaswell..



Tshepo:Haiwena!WhosaidIdon'thavemoney?

Me:Idon'tcare.You'vedonealotformesojust

letmeplease!

Hedidn'twantto.

Me:Please.

Tshepo:Fine.Stopsulking..

IlaughedAndhuggedhim.

Tshepo:youbettergiveittoMusarealgood

tonightthentellHim.Youknowgroupthings

aren'tforhim.

Me:He'sa"secludedplaces"typeofguy.

Tshepo:Thisissecluded..

Me:yesbut12ofyouwillbethere...I'lltalkto



him.

Tshepo:dothat.

Me:Cool..

WecontinuedsmokingweedandIwenthome

ataround19:00

Tshepo:Besafe

Me:Iwillbe..

Ihuggedhimandleft..WhenIgothome,Musa

andPabiwerewatchingcartoons.MaybeIwaa

wrongfortakingitoutonthelittleonebutI

knewnootherwayonhowIcoulddealwiththis.

MusalookedatmeasIwenttothebathroom

toshowerandIwenttowatchTVinour

bedroom.Aboutanhourlater,Iheardhimgo

intothebedroomPabisleptin,toprobablyput



herdownandIknewIwasinforit.

Musa:SotheytoldyouthatI'mapsychic?

Ikeptquiet.

Musa:I'mtalkingtoyou..

Me:no.

Musa:Whatiswrongwithyou?

Keptquiet.

Musa:Reabilwe!

Me:pleasedon'tshout..

Musa:I'msupposetocozIcan'tunderstand

whyyoutreatinga3yearoldlikethat.Ithought

youlovedher.



Me:IdolovePabi.She'smysister'schild.

Musa:youhaveafunnywayofshowingitthen.

Ididn'tanswerthat.

Musa:Rea,stopshuttingmeout!Whatisgoing

on?

Me:Musaplease.

Musa:Youcan'tgoonlikethis.Wearemarried,

youcan'tjustchange,goouttosmokeweed...

Ohcrap!

Musa:AndIshouldactasifthat'sokay?

Me:Thatwaswrongofme..

Musa:Damnrightitwas.

Me:ButcanIjustdealwithwhateverI'mgoing



throughalone?

Musa:Sureyoucandothatbuttakingitouton

a3yearoldisnowaytogoaboutit.

Me:Imsorry

Hekeptquietandspokeupaftertwominutes.

Musa:youhavetobe..

Me:Shecanstay.

Musa:shewasn'tgoinganywhere...

Iwasgoingtohavetoignorethemhow?Ididn't

know.

Musa:She'llleaveonSaturday.whenweleave

forVanaBelle.

Me:that'sfine.



Ididn'tmeanthat.

Me:CanIsleep?

Musa:Sure.Ihaveasoccermatchtowatch..

Me:Tshepowantsustogoawayforhis35th.

Musa:"us?"

Me:Yes14ofus.

Musa:Couples?

Me:yes.

Itoldhimwhoandwho.

Musa:okay.

Me:Okay?

Musa:Yes.Aslongasmytimedoesn'tget



takenupwithyouI'mgood.

Me:Okaythen..

Musa:Restthen.

Hekissedme.

Musa:Iloveyou.Withyourflawsandall.

Me:Iloveyoutoo.

Iwatchedashelefttheroomandmyhormones

juststartedactingup,IsobbedsoftlytillIfell

asleep.Thenextmorning,Iwenttocheckon

Pabiwhowasstillasleep.Itwas09:00,she

hardlyslepttillthattimemusthavebeentired.

Musawasn'tinbedbuthewasoutsidewashing

hiscar.

Me:Morning.



Bonga:Areyoustillsleeping?

Me:NoI'mnot.

Bonga:SorryIdidn'tcomeyesterday.

Me:Cozyouknowwhatyoudid.

Bonga:NoRea.

Me:YesBonga.

Bonga:That'snotit.

Me:What'swrongwithYou?

Bonga:itstooearlytobeshouting.

Me:Bonga,IthoughtyouandIspokeaboutthis

beforeyougotmarried.

Bonga:Itsmorecomplicatedthanthat.

Me:Really?

Bonga:Yes.

Me:Pleasecomethroughokay

Bonga:Lunchtime.



Me:thankyou.

Bonga:cool.

Ihungup.Musacameinminuteslater.

Musa:Wedon'tgreeteachotheranymore?

Me:Bonga'scallcamethrough.

Musa:Ohhow'shedoing?

Me:he'sokay.

Musa:Pabi'snotupyet?

Me:No.Ithinkshe'stired.

Musa:sheis.

Me:yourphone'sringing.

HequicklywenttogetitfromtheLounge.



Musa:Yes....

Hepaused.

Musa:That'scorrectMs..whatIdon'tgetiswhy

ourmedicalbillissohigh.Imeanourkids

hardlygetsick..

Ifeltmyheartbeatfaster...

Musa:Oh....okaythanksthen.Thanksfor

gettingbacktome...haveagreatdaytooMs.

Ikeptmyeyesonthekettle.

Musa:Rea?



Islowlyturnedandtookadeepbreath

Musa:istheresomethingyouwanttotellme?
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Ilookeddownatmytea.Ipusheddownthe

lumpinmythroatbutIknewIalreadyhadtears

inmyeyes.

Musa:Baby?

Iletthetearsdrop,theyhitmyslippersandIput

myteadownandtookadeepbreath..

Me:Mytubesareblocked.



Hepulledaface..aconfusedface.

Musa:Babywhatdidyousay?

Me:MyFallopiantubesareblocked,that'swhy

I'mhavingahardtimefallingpregnant.

Musa:Butyouhadthetwinsso...

Me:Remembertheectopicpregnancywas

treatedandeverythingwasfine.

Musa:YesIrememberthat.

Me:soIthinkthatmighthavebeenthecause.

Helookedatme..Therewasalotofloveinhis

eyes.

Musa:Sowhatnow?



Itookadeepbreathagain.

Me:I'montreatment.

Musa:That's...

"baby!"

Shewasup.

Musa:Heybaby.Let'sgobrushyourteeth

Pabi:HelloAus'Rea.

Me:HelloNanas.

Musagotupfromthechairandtheyheadedto

thebathroom.Ifiguredhealreadybathedher

cozwhentheybackback,shewasdressed,hair

brushedandshelookedcute.



Musa:Howaboutwegooutforbreakfast?

Pabi:canwegotoWimpy?

Musa:yeswecan.Youcangowatchyour

cartoonsnow.

Pabi:Okaybaby.

Theybothwenttothelounge..thatkepther

quiet.MusawenttobathandIwentafterhim.

Musa:Ready?

Me:Iam.

Musa:Let'sgo...

PabiswitchedtheTVoffandoffwewent.On

ourway,MusagotacallfromBokang.Phone

wasconnectedtothecar.



Bokang:How'sit?

Musa:allgoodmjitaandonyourside?

Bokang:Allgood.How'syourlittlegirldoing?

Musa:She'sgood..youknowher.

Bokang:Ineedtocomefetchher.Wegoing

downtoMafikengtoday.

Musa:ohnoproblem.

Pabi:Idon'twanttoGotoMafikeng.

Bokang:HelloPabi.

Pabi:Hellodad.

Bokang:I'mcomingtofetchyou.

Pabi:Idon'twanttogo.

Bokang:Grannywantstoseeyou

Shewassulking.



Musa:I'lltalktoher.

Bokang:ThanksMan.

Musa:Noproblem.

Bokang:Later.

Musa:Sharpsharp.

Theyendedthecall.

Musa:YouDontwanttogotoMafikeng?

Hewaslookingatherviatherearviewmirror.

Pabi:No.

Musa:Why?

Pabi:Idon'tlikeitthere.



Shereallydidntthough.

Musa:justgoseeGrannybaby.

Pabi:Willyoufetchme?

Musa:Yes.

Pabi:Whydon'tyougowithus?

Istaredoutthewindow.

Musa:I'llcometomorrow.

Pabi:Stru?

Musa:Strusbob.

Pabi:Okay.

Musa:Ipromise.

Pabi:okaybaby...



TheystartedtalkingaboutSomemoviethey

werewatchingandIkeptmyeyesonmyphone.

Musa:Whatdoyouwanttoeat?

Pabi:This.

Shepointedatsomething.Iwasfacingherand

Musa.

Musa:Andwhatdoyouwanttodrink?

Pabi:letmetellyou.

Shewantedtowhispersomethingintohisear

soheloweredhisfaceandgiggledaftershe

pointedatamilkshakesomeoneatanother

tablewashaving.



Musa:Willyoufinishit?

Shenodded.

Musa:Okayfinethen.Rea?

Me:Hey.

Musa:Doyouknowwhatyouwanttoeat?

Me:I'mreallynothungry.

Hecalledthewaitress

Musa:2orangejuicesandabubblegum

milkshakeforthelittleone.Regularsize.She

wantsthat.

Waitress:gotit.Andfood?

Musa:2mixedgrillsandribsandChipsfrom

yourkiddiesmeal.



Waitress:anythingelse?

Musa:No.Justthat.

Waitress:Okay.

Heleftourtable.

Pabi:isAus'Reasad?

Ilookedather.

Musa:She'sjusttired.

Pabi:Why?

Musa:Shewasworking.

Pabi:youmustcomewithustoMafikengokay

Aus'Rea?

Me:OkayNanas.



Shecontinuedtalkingtoherbaby.

Waiter:Hereyougocutie.

Pabi:Thankyou.

Waitress:pleasure..Shelookslikeyou.

Shesaidlookingatme.Igaveoffahalfsmile.

Waitress:youtwohaveacutekid.

Musa:Thankyou.

HewantedtodismissherIfigured.

Waitress:I'llbringyourfoodshortly.



Shewenttowherever.Ikeptmyeyesonmy

phonejustgoingthroughnewsonnews24.

WhenthefoodcameIwasforcedtoeatcoz

afterall,wehadtopayforit.MusaandPabi

hadagreattime.Weevenwentdollshopping.

Whenwegothome,theywerestillcheckingout

thenewtoysandIwashappytoseeBonga.

Bonga:Yho.

Me:Hey.

Bonga:Whatsupwithyou?

Me:Nothing..

Bonga:Right..anyway,I'vebeensummoned.

Irolledmyeyes.

Bonga:Yes?



Me:WhyareyoudoingthistoGrace?

Bonga:whatamIdoing?

Me:Cheating.

Bonga:I'mnotcheating.

Me:Then?

Bonga:Shesawmetalking,wellIwasbeing

friendlytothisothergirl,Igavehermybusiness

cardandsheassumedI'mcheating.

Me:WellIwouldto.

Bonga:Iwashelpingherout..shegotajobnow.

Me:Really?

Bonga:Itwasallinnocent.Rea,Ihave

daughters,I'mafather,Idontwantmykidsto

seetheirmothercrybecauseofme..Iwant

themTolookuptome.

Me:Didyoutalktoher?

Bonga:Itried.



Me:And?

Bonga:Itresultedintoafight.

Me:Justtryplease.

Bonga:YesRea.

Me:Gracelovesyou.

Bonga:AndIlovehertoo..Iwouldn'thave

marriedherifIdidn't.

Me:Good.

Bonga:Donemum?

Me:yes.

Bonga:Andwhat'swrongwithyou?

Me:nothing..Justneedtosleep.

Bonga:That'sall?

Me:That'sall

Wespokeaboutotherthingsandhewentback

towork.BokangcametoFetchPabi.Shereally



didn'twanttoleave..Musahadtomakesure

shesleptfirstbeforetheycouldleave.

Musa:Shouldwecontinue?

Me:Iguessso

Musa:Soyouontreatment?

Me:yesIam

Musa:forhowlong?

Me:Dependsonmybody.

Musa:whydidn'tyoutellme?

Me:Ididn'tknowhowto

Musa:SoseeingmewithPabi...didit...

Me:Itbrokemyheartyescozthere'sa

possibilitythatmytubesmightbebeyondrepair.

it'sa50/50thing.

Musa:Don'tsaythat

Me:it'sthetruth



Iwastearingup.

Musa:Everything'sgoingtoworkout.

Me:Andifitdoesn't?

Hekeptquiet..

Musa:We'llfigureItout.

Me:Ifitdoesn'tworkoutthenyoucangohave

achildwithsomeoneelse.Youmightbelucky

andgetthedaughteryouwant
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Musa:Rea?



Ilookedathim.

Musa:Iwouldneverdothat.Ifwemeantto

haveachildthenwewillandifwenotthenwe

not.WecanalwaysconsiderIVFandwhatever

optionswe'llhave.Canyoustopoverthinking

things?

Ikeptquiet.

Musa:Rea...

Me:Iheardyoubaby

Musa:it'snothealthy.

Itwashardnotto.



Musa:Okay?

Me:Okay.

Musa:Youwanttogooutfordinner?

Me:Sortof.

Musa:Kindof?

HepulledafaceandIlaughed.

Me:Youlookuglywhenyoudothat.

Musa:don'tlietome..I'mhandsome.

Me:Yeahyeah.

Musa:andstopcryingplease.

Me:Mmm

Musa:Isaid"please"

Me:Iheardyou.

Musa:Thankyou.



Me:Sowhereto?

Musa:Youcanchoose.

Me:WomblesSteakhouse.

Musa:you?

Me:Me!

Musa:Youdon'twanttoeatleavestoday?

Ilaughed.

Me:Theyaren'tleaves.

Musa:Theyare..nowonderyougettingsothin.

Me:I'mnotgettingthin.

Musa:Youarethin.

Me:I'llstarteating.

Musa:BetheoldRea..theReathatwasalways

hungry.



Me:ThatRea?

Musa:ThatRea.

Ilookedathim

Musa:Canwebringyouback?IknowI'mpart

ofthereason.

Hewas.

Musa:Sohowaboutyoustressless?

Me:Andeatmore?

Musa:Yes..morefries,moremeat.

Me:Icandothat.

Musa:Thankyou!

Me:Canwegotothesteakhousenow?



Musa:YesMsKelly.

Wewenttofreshenupandwentoutfordinner.

Musa:Youreadytogoaway?

Me:I'mveryready..

Musa:NoSnorkelling,NoKaytching.

Igiggled.

Me:Kayaking.

Musa:Samething.

Me:NoitsNot.

Musa:Noanyofthat.

Me:Sowegoingtochillinourroom?

Musa:Yes..



Me:youcangoAlone.

Musa:TheproblemisyouaretooAdventurous.

Ilaughed.

Me:andthat'sabadthing?

Musa:Wellyes.

Me:Itsaholiday

Musa:Exactly..Wesupposetorelax.

Me:Youdon'tknowthemeaningofthatword.

Helaughed.

Musa:Ido.

Me:Noyoudont.

Musa:We'llchillintheroom



Me:And?

Musa:Eat.

Me:Icandothat.

Musa:Anddoawholelotofthings.

Me:Right!

Musa;Andgetyouunderme.

Ismiled.

Me:that..thatIknewyouwouldn'tleavethatout

Musa:Iwassupposeto?

Me:Yes.

Musa:WellIwon't.

Me:Figured.

Musa:Youhaveaproblemwithit?

Me:evenifIhadaproblem...



Hesippedonhisdrink.

Musa:Sayit.

Me:Youjusttakeit.

Helaughed.

Me:Andyouknowit'strue

Musa:Youknowthat'snotgoingtochangeme

right?

Ismiled.

Me:CanIeat?



Hesmirked.

Musa:Yesma'am

Wehaddinnerandwhenwegothome,wejust

slept.

Musa:Goodmorning.

Me:Hey.

Musa:Hereyougoma'am.

Me:Breakfastinbed?

Musa:I'mtryingtogetyoufat..

Me:wellIcanseethat.AmIsupposetofinish

thisfood?

Musa:yes.

Me:Okayfine.Letmegobrushmyteeth.

Musa:hurry.



Iquicklybrushedmyteethandwentbackto

bed.

Me:Younoteatingwithme?

Musa:Ialreadyate.

Me:okay..thankyouthough.

Musa:Noweat.

Me:Whatdidyouputinhere?

Musa:Fat.

Ipunchedhimplayfully.

Musa:Eat.

Me:Fine.

Musa:goon.



Ihadmybreakfastandwewentshopping.

Musa:Canwegobackhome?

Me:No..

Musa:Reathatsenough.

Me:Justonemorebagbaby.

Hesatdown.

Musa:Go..

Me:Withyou.

Musa:no

Me:Allyouneedtodoisjustpushthetrolley.

Musa:Imtired.

Me:Comebaby.



Musa:Fine.

Hegotup.

Musa:Onemorebag.

Me:onemorebag.

Musa:Iwanttogohome

Me:Chooseit

Musa:ThatbrownoneisNice.

Me:Idon'tlikebrown.

Musa:Rea!Canwepleasegohome?

Me:justonemoreitembaby.

Ichoseabagfinallyandwepaidthenwentto

getsomethingtoeat



Musa:CanIhaveabeer?

Waiter:yessir.Juiceforyouma'am?

Me:Yessir

Ilaughedafterhewalkedoff

Musa:Iamgoingtogetyouforthis.

Me:Idareyouto.

Musa:Iwill..LetMegetdrunkfirst.

Ilaughed.

Me:Goonbaby.

WehadlunchandIdroveushome.



Me:whatdoyouthinkoftheseshoes?

Musa:howaboutyoutryonthelingerieIchose.

Ismiled.

Me:No..doyouliketheshoes?

Musa:Yes..lingerienowplease.

Ilaughed.

Me:No.

Therewasaknock

Me:I'llgetIt.



Irantothedoor.

Musa:don'thurtyourself!Babycareful.

Me:I'mgood.

Iopenedthedoor.

"Hello"

Me:Hi.CanIhelpyou?

"I'mMamello"

Me:Ohhello.

Mamello:AreyouRea?

Me:Yes.

Mamello:OhmyThankGod!

Shecalmeddown



Mamello:I'myourfraternaltwin
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Me:I'msorry...what?

Ididn'thearherright.Thatwasbull!

Mamello:YouandIarenotidenticalbut...

Me:Iknowwhatfraternaltwinsare!

Mamello:CanIcomein?

Me:no.

Mamello:Iknowthisisashock.



Thatwasanunderstatement.

Me:youthink?

Mamello:IcameherewithmyhusbandsocanI

justgofetchhimfromthecarandwecantalk

aboutthis?

Me:CanIpleasetalktomymotheraboutthis

first.

Mamello:Ma'ngwaneKgalalelo?

Okay...sosheknewmymother.

Me:Yeah..

Mamello:okay.Here.

Shegavemeapieceofpaper.



Mamello:Mynumbers.

Me:Okay.

Mamello:Thankyou.

Me:Okay.

Mamello:Haveaniceday.

Me:Youtoo.

Iwatchedherwalkoffandclosedthedoor.I

wenttothelounge.

Musa:Yousawaghost?

Me:Yes.

Musa:Maleorfemale?

Ilookedathim.



Musa:Okaywhat'sup?

Me:Sothisgirlpitchesupandtellsmeshe'smy

twinsister.

Healmostchokedonhisdrink.

Musa:Doesshelookanythinglikeyou?

Me:Shesaidshe'smyfraternaltwin.

Musa:Areyouserious?

Me;Yes..Idon'tbelieveher

Musa:Whydon'tyoutalktomumfirstandask.

Me:thatwastheplan.

Musa:butbabydoyouthinkshe'dlieaboutthis?

Me:peoplearechancersoutthere.She

probablysawyouatmallwithyoursexyself

andisfindingawaytosnatchyou.



Helaughed.

Musa:Andshe'dfaileddismally.I'myours..

Me:Ilikethat..

Musa:Now,enoughwiththeflirting..

Me:Idon'tknowreally.

Musa:Explainsthetwins.

Irolledmyeyes...

Me:that'sallonyou.Iknowyouhadatwin

brother.Passedonwhenyouweresix..

Hekeptquiet.

Musa:Whotoldyouthat?



Me:Nompi.

Shehadaskedmetowaitforhimtotellmebut

heneverdidfor5years.Ihadforgottenaboutit

butMamello'spitchupremindedme.Nompi

saidthat,it'ssomethingMusadidntwanttotalk

aboutalot.Shetoo,hadhearditfromtheirdad

andApparentlyMusagotreallyupsetwhen

peopletouchedonthattopic.

Me:whydidntyoutellme?

Musa:He'sgone.WhatWasthepoint?

Me:Identical?

Musa:LuyandaandLwandile.

Me:Thattypeofthing?

Musa:Thattypeofrelationship.

Me:Andwhathappened?



Hetookadeepbreath.

Musa:Sowewerewalkingbackhomefrom

school,wewereextremelyclose,Iremember

himchasingafteraball,oneofthoseballswe

usedtomakewithnewspaperandplastic,you

knowthemright?

Me:Ido.

Hetookanotherdeepbreath

Musa:soIkeptshoutingsohecouldleaveit

andthatwe'dmakeanotheronebut

Ntandoyenkosihadamindofhisownand

beforehecouldrunbacktome,acarhad

areadythrownhimofftheroad.

Therewasalotofpaininhiseyes.



Musa:hehadturneddarkerinjustsplitseconds,

hewasbleedinginternally,soItriedbringing

backtolifebycallinghimandeventuallyfigured

hewasgone.

Me:I'msorry.

Musa:Itsallinthepast.

Me:Soareyouoverit?

Musa:Inaway.Yes.I'veacceptedthathe's

gone.Andhavingthetwinshelpedmemake

peacewithit.

Me:Soyoudidn'ttellmethisbecause?

Musa:BecauseIreallydon'tliketalkingaboutit.

Inodded.

Me:I'msorry.



Musa:Baby,itsallinthepast.

Me:yousure?

Musa:Yes.Ithappened27yearsago.

Me:I'mstillsorry..

Musa:Stopapologizing.Youwere2whenit

happened.

Igiggled.

Me:wowthanks.

Helaughedtoo

Musa:sowho'sprettier?

Me:Between?

Musa:Youandyour"twin"



Me:Me.

Hegiggledandshookhishead.

Musa:Whydidn'tGloriamentionthisthough?

Me:Ormum.

Musa:Youthinkshewasraisedbysomeone

else?

Me:Idon'tknow.AllIknowis,IwantDNAtests

done.

Musa:IcantalktoGordon.

Me:Yourfriend?

Musa:Acquaintancebaby.Youmyonlyfriend.

Hecancomethroughandtakeyourblood

samplesthengettheresultsreadybytheend

oftheday...

Me:Yousure?



Musa:Yes.I'llcallinafavorbutfirstweneedto

gotalktomum..

Me:Imhungry.

Musa:babyyou...okay.Goputawaythose

things

Me:Theyarenot"things"

Musa:Okaygoputawayyournewclothes,

shoes,bags,allofthat.I'llfixyousomethingto

eat..

Me:Better..

Musa:whateverBaby.

Hewasstillmadatmeformakinghimwalklike

that.Evenworse,Imadehimpushthetrolley...

Me:It'snotlikeIdidn'tbuyyouanything..

Musa:Ididn'twantanything.



Me:Yousomean...

Musa:Goon...

Iwenttopackeverythingin,changedinto

somethingcomfortableandwenttoeat.

Musa:Whatareyoureading?

Me:Somestoryaboutawomanwhowas

cheatedon.Shesaysthatthehusbandslept

withtwoofherfriendsandgavethemchildren.

Youguysthough.

Musa:Don'tcountmeinthere.IDontcheat..

Me:whatdrivesyouguystothat?

Musa:Whatdrivesthemtothat?

Ismiled.



Musa:I'mserious.Theyhavecommitment

issues.Thisthingislikebusiness,youstarta

businessbecauseyouhavedreamsthatitwill

workout.Youknowtherearehighandlowsin

businessandjustbecauseyougoingtogo

throughlowsdoesn'tmeanyoushutitdown.

Youneedtorememberwhyyoustartedthat

businessandstaycommittedtomakingitgrow.

Sowhenothermencheat,Ireallydon't

understandit,youcan'tmarrysomeoneonlyto

hurtthem,it'snormalthatpeoplefight,it's

normal,itspartoftheprocesssothatmanthat

cheatedonthatwomandidn'tonlyhurtherbut

hebrokeherspirit.Andhavingyourspirit

brokenistheworstthingonecanever

experience.I'vehadmyspiritbrokenwhen

Ntandopassedon,whenIwasforcedintothat

marriageandwhenwelostOurfirstchild.I

don'twanttoseeanyonegothroughthat.

Ilookedathim.



Musa:what?

Me:thatsoundsso....

Musa:smart?

Me:real.

Musa:CozIamreal.Menwhocheatarestupid.

Inmyopiniontheyare,ratherbelikewhat

Bongawas.

Ilaughed.

Musa:Hewasn'tmarriedwhenhewasaplayer

andhemadethingscleartothosegirlsheslept

with.Andtrustme,menlikeBonga,whenthey

finallyfindsomeonetheyreallylove,theydon't

cheatonthem.Theydon'teventhinkofit.

Me:wellwell,

Musa:Isoundeducateddon'tI?



Igiggled.

Me:Iloveyou.

ImeanIreallydid.

Musa:IloveyoumoreMrsMabasa.

Me:weshouldgetgoing.I'lleatthisinthecar.

Musa:inwhosecar?

Me:Yours.

Musa:onlyifyou'lltryonthatlingerie.

Me:fine..whenwegetback.

Musa:Good.

Hisphonerang.



Musa:ma?....weactuallyonourwaythere...

Okayseeyousoon.Bye.

Me:mum?

Musa:yesbaby.Let'sgo.

IlockedupAndwedrovetomum's.Iwasso

happytoseemykids.Theywerehappiertosee

theirdad.Ineededachildthatwouldloveme

morereally.WhenwewalkedinMamellowas

sittingnexttosomeguy,thehusbandI

assumed.Musagreetedthemandtheguywas

nigeriancouldhearfromtheaccent.Hewas

cutethough.Igreetedthemafterandwesat

down.

Mum:Rea,thisisKhutsafalomysister.

Me:yousaidshe'sdead.Didn'tyou?



Mum:yesshewas.

Me:sherosefromthedead?

Musapinchedme.

Mum:No.Shewasdeadtome.For29years.

WhenGloriagavebirth,shegavebirthtotwins,

youandMamello,Khutsafalowasthereandshe

decidedshewantedoneofyou,wehadahuge

fightaboutthatbutbecauseyourfatherwasa

peacefulman,hesaidweshouldlethertake

Mamello.

Khutsafalo:Andthatwasthelast.Gloriadidn't

wantanykids.Shewasstilllivinglifeand

besidesitwassomethingyourmumanddad

askedhertodo.

Me:SowhydidyoutakeMamello?Don'tyou

havekidsofyourown?

Khutsafalo:Ido.Boysonly.Iwantedagirl.



Me:Sowhydidn'tyouhaveoneofyourown?

Khutsafalo:Myhusbandhadsaidour4boys

wereenough.

Me:Sowhenwewerebornyouthought"here's

achance?"

Khutsafalo:Yes..

Me:AndGloria?Whydidn'tshetellusthis?

Mum:Idontknow.

Me:OkayforgetGloria,Idon'tknowher,why

didn'tyoutellme?YoutheonlymotherIknow.

Mum:Iwantedtoforgetaboutit.

Me:mum!

Mum:I'msorrybaby..

Me:HowdidyoufindoutaboutitMamello?

HaveyoumetGloria?

Mamello:Iwastoldbyoneofmybrothers.The

eldestbutIdidn'tbelievehim.Hetoldmethisa

monthago,Iaskedmumandshesaidit'strue.I



haven'tmetGloria.Yourmothertellsmeshe's

injail.Wewereluckyenoughthatmumstillhad

yourmother'saddressandthatshehadn't

moved.IcametoyourhousecozIwantedto

talktoyoufirstbeforewecouldmeetlikethis

withtheelders.

Ilookedatmum.

Mum:She'syoursisterRea.

Ididn'tknowhowtofeel.

Me:williteverendma?
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Mum:Rea,I'msorry.

Me:whenwillitendma?

Mum:thisisthelast

Me:Really?

Mum:Yes.

Ikeptquiet.

Khutsafalo:wearesorry.

Me:youshouldbeMmeKhutsafalo.Youcan't

keepsistersapart.

Khutsafalo:Iknow.

IguessIhadtomakepeacewithit.



Me:NicetomeetyouMamello

Shesmiled.

Mamello:NicetomeetyouReabilwe.Youpretty.

Musa:she'sverypretty.

Wealllaughed.

Me:Thankyou.Youalsopretty.

Shewas.Wegotupandhuggedeachother.

Me:Yousmellnice.

Shegiggled.



Mamello:Thankyou.Shouldwestepout?

Me:younotintroducingmetoyourhusband?

Mamello:pardonme.Baby,

Hegotup.

Mello:ThisisMike,myhusband,babythisismy

twinsister.

Me:Nicetomeetyou..

Mike:Likewise.

Me:AndthisismyhusbandMusa.

Musa:Nicetomeetyou.

Mike:Issheascrazyasthesister?

Helookedathiswifewithsomuchoflovein

hiseyes



Musa:She'sprobablyevenworse.

Welaughed.

Mamello:maywebeexcusednow?

Mike:yes

weleftourhusbandstherewiththeoldies.

Mamello:I'mgladIfinallyfoundyou.

Ismiled.

Mamello:Youhaveanykids?

Me:Yes.Thosetwooverthere.



Theyweremakingcarsoutof2litrebottlesof

milk.

Mamello:Twins...howcute.

Shesmiled.

Me:andyou?

Mamello:Ihave4.10yearoldboy,8yearold

girlandfraternaltwins.

Me:What?

Shegiggled.

Mamello:Yes.BoyandGirl.Theyjustturned5

threedaysago.



Me:Ohnice..Sotheyarethesameageasmy

twins.

Mamello:okaythat'sverynice.AndIheardwe

haveasister.

Me:YesTshego,she'sanamazingsoul.

Mamello:Whereisshe?

Me:Mafikeng.Atherin-laws..she'scoming

backonSunday.

Mamello:Ican'twaittomeether.

Me:You'llloveher.She'sstrictthough.

Shelaughed.

Me:Whatdoyoudo?

Mamello:IamahousewifebasicallybutIhelp

outmymotherinlawatherclothingshopmost

ofthetime.

Me:Okay..that'snice.



Mello:Andandyou?

Me:IamaHRmanager.

Mello:YouluckyMusaletsyouwork

Ilaughed..

Me:Ohno..wasastruggle.

Mello:Helovesyou.

Ismiled.

Me:Ilovehimtoo.Mikelovesyou.

Itwasherturntoblush.

Mello:Ilovehimtoo.



Me:youcanstopblushingnow.

Shelaughed.

Mello:canwedosomethingthisweekend?

Me:notthisweekend..MusaandIaregoing

awaythisweekend.

Mello:Whenyoucomebackthen.

Me:Okaynoproblem.Sowheredoyoulive?

Mello:Ormonde.

"Twinnie"

ItwasTshepo.

Me:youtwomet?



Mello:Yep.HeyTshepo

Tshepo:Howareyoutwinnie?

Mello:I'mokay..

Tshepo:Herbpartner.

Ilaughed.

Me:HeyTshepo.

Tshepo:Yougood?

Me;I'mfine.

Tshepo:youcameherealone?

Me;NoMusa'sinthehousewithMike.

Tshepo:Cool..Happybonding.

Me:ByeCuz.

IcontinuedtalkingtoMello,shewasaverynice



person.IknewTshegowouldloveher..Musa

andIleftforVanaBellaonFriday.

Musa:Okay...veryBeautiful

Me:ItisRight?

Musa:secluded

Me:Romantic.

Musa:Intimate.

Igiggled.

Me:Yes.

Musa:whatisit?

Me:Canyoujustappreciatetheplacefirst?

Musa:Ididsayitsnice.

Me:Whenarewegoingbackhome?



Musa:Youwanttogohome?

Me:No.

Musa:In2weeks..

Me:Poorme.

Helaughed..

Musa:luckyyou!

Me:Yeahright!

Musa:I'mserious..

Me:aren'tyouhungry?

Musa:Iamactually.

Helookedatmelustfully.

Me:Forfood.



Helaughed.

Musa:Reahaiman!

Me:I'llorderroomservice.

AsIreachedforthephone,hepinnedmedown.

Me:Musastopit.

Musa:makeme.

Me:I'mserious.

Musa:Soami...

Hishandwasalreadyundermydressandhe

wastakingmypantiesoffwithtwoofhis

fingers.



Me:Musa...

Musa:Rea.

Me:Stopit.

Musa:makeme.

Icouldnt.Hesmiled.

Musa:shouldI?

Me:Goon.

Andsohedidandthat'sprettymuchhowwe

spentthe2weeksatVanaBella.Thatmanwas

ananimal.IvideocalledMelloand

Tshego...actuallytheyvideocalledmewhen

theyweretogether.Theygotalong.Tshegohad

evencreatedagroupchat."SisterSistersister".

Icouldn'twaittobewiththem.



Musa:younotgoingtomissthisplace?

Me:No.

Musa:Really?

Me:Youkeptmelockedin

Musa:It'snotlikeyoudidn'tlikeit

Me:WellIdidactually..Alottobehonest.

Hesmirked.

Musa:Whenyou'regood,you'regood.

Me:Musalet'sgo.

Wecheckedoutandafterafewhourswewere

home.Whenwegothomewejustsleptandthe

nextmorninghehadtogotothepub,andIhad

tomeetupwiththesistersatTshego'sat12.



Me:Helloladies.

Mello:HelloLady.

Tshego:Lookatyouallglowedup.

Mello:Isthatevenaword?

Tshego:Itsmyword.

Me:Howareyousisters?

Tshego:Wegood..howwasyourholiday?

Me:Perfect.

Mello:Anygifts?

Me:Nope.Wedidntgooutshopping.

Tshego:Oh!

Theylookedateachother.

Mello;wesee.

Tshego:anyway..Igotyougirlssomething.



Me:OhGod.

Tshego:You'lllikeit.

Shewenttogetthegifts.

Me:Ohwow!

Mello:andthis?

Tshego:Lingerieforthesisters.

Mello:Youreallyordereditonline?

Tshego:Yes.

Me:Youobsessedwithlingeriearen'tyou?

Tshego:Yes.AndIgotyouguysmatchingheels

aswell.

MelloandIlikedateachotherandlaughed.



Tshego:I'manoldersisterwhoactuallycares.

Me:Ilovethis.

Mello:SodoI.

WehadlunchandIhadtogoforan

appointment.IhatedFridayappointmentsbut

anyway.AfterthatIwenthomeandtriedonthe

lingerieTshegoboughtme.Shewassuppose

toopenalingerieshop.Iputontheshoesand

putmyrobeonandwhenIheardthekitchen

dooropen,Iwalkedtowardsit.

Musa:No6Nkosiman...Itoldyou.Ask

Fezile...Tomorrow...I'llgetthesoccermatch

tickets

Hestillhadn'tseenmeandgotabottleofwater

whenhefinallyturned,Ilettherobedrop.



Musa:Shit!

Igiggled.

Musa:I'llcallyoubackBonginkosi!

Hehungup.

Musa:Damn!AndIthoughtyoubannedme

fromtouchingyou.

Me:WellThisisforagoodcause...

Musa:Oh?Goon

Me:unblockedfallopiantubes.

Hesmiled.



Me:youwantUstoworkonyourdaughter?
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Musa:FeelfreetogotoThepartybaby

Me:Withyou.

Thiswasafteranawesomenight.

Musa:Weshouldstayin..Imeanyourtreatment

wentwellandhonestly,dontyouthinkwe

shouldbecelebratingthat?

Me:Byhavingmeunderyouright?



Musa:no.Wecangoout..

Igiggled.

Me:BabyCassieinvitedustotheparty.

Musa:No.Sheinvitedyouandthetwins.

Me:No.

Musa:baby,I'mnotgoingtotheparty.

Me:babyplease...

Musa:TakeMamellowith..

Me:Musa!

Musa:besides,IhavetomeetupwithFezile

andBonginkosi.Mikeiscomingtoo.

Me:really?

Musa:Yes.

Me:Mike?



Musa:Mikebaby.

Me:Wow.

Musa:He'sacoolguy.Smarttoo.

Me:Wellokay.I'llcallherandask.

Musa:Takethekids.Herkids,yourkids,

Tshepo'skids.

Me:That'showyoudome?

Musa:yes.Taketheminibus.

Me:Youserious?

Henodded.

Me:Fine.

Musa:Iloveyouthough

Me:YeahRight..I'mgoingtobath.

Musa:CanIcome?



Me:No.Staythere.

Icalledmumandaskedhertogetthekids

readyandcalledMelloaswell.

Ifinishedbathingandgotdressed.

Musa:Yougoingoutdressedlikethat?

Me:Yes.

Musa:Reayoucan'tgooutlikethat.

Me:whynot?

Musa:CozI'myourhusbandandIsaidso

Iputonmyheels.

Me:Really?

Musa:Rea,thatdressoff..



Me:andIfIsayno?

Musa:ThenI'llbeforcedtotakeitoffforyou.

Me:Goodluck.

Igrabbedtheminibus'keys.

Musa:Reabilwe!

Me:Iloveyou.

Musa:Fine!

Me:"fine?"

Musa:I'llmakeituptoyou.

Me:Bydoingwhatexactly?

Musa:I'lltakeyoushopping.

Me:Idon'twanttogoshopping.

Musa:mountainclimbingthen.

Me:Nope.



Musa:Stargazing.

Me:I'dlikethat.Wehaven'tdonethatinages.

Musa:Thelasttimewedidthat.Yousaid"no"

tomyproposal.

Ilaughed

Musa:Thathurtme

Me:thenyoukickedmeout.Thatalsohurtme.

Musa:Iapologized.

Me:Youhadto.

Musa:okaypleasechange.

Me:Fine...

Ichangedintojeansandonehisv-necktops.



Me:and?

Musa:Idon'tknowwhyyoutieduptheT-shirtin

frontthough.

Me:Cozitlooksnicer.

Igotmatchingpairofheels..

Me:Andnow?

Musa:YouDontlooklikeamotherof2.

Me:Thankyoubaby.

Igrabbedmybagandkissedhim..

Musa:Havefun.

Me:Youtoo.



Hewalkedmeout

Musa:Takecareofyourself.

Me:Youtoo.

Musa:Babykeepintouch.

Me:MusaIwill.Stopworrying.

Musa:WellIcan'texactlydothat.

Me:Okaybaby,I'lltext,call...

Musa:Email,WhatsApp.

Ilaughed.

Me:Byebaby.

Musa:Byemylove.

Me:Iloveyou..

Musa:Iloveyoutoo



IwenttofetchTshego'skids,wenttofetchthe

kidsatMum'sandfinallyMemeandherkids

Mello:Sowhosepartyareweattending?

Me:mysortoffriend'skid'sparty.

Mello:Itbetterbeworthit.Imissmyhusband.

Ilaughed.

Me:Yourhusbandismeetingupwithmy

husband.

Mello:Hedidsay.

Me:Sowejustneedtoenjoythekiddies'party.

Mello:Wehavenochoicebutto.

Me:HeyLuyanda!Lwandile!



TheywereganginguponTshepo'sson.

Luyanda:Hestartedit.

Me;LeaveAgangalone.

Lwandile:ButhestarteditMsKelly.

Me:youtwobettersitdownbeforeIstopthis

carandbeatupyourlittlebottoms

Theywentbacktotheirseat.

Me:Stoppouting!

Theylookedateachother.

Me:Andkeepquiet.

Lwandile:Where'sDad?



Me:Lost.Nowkeepquiet.

Theylookedoutthewindowtillwegottothe

party..itwasfunforthekidsyesandItgave

MellandItimetobond.Iwasgladtofinallygo

backtomyhusband.Thetwinsrefusedtogo

backhomewithme..

Me:howwasyourday?

Musa:fun.Yours?

Me:Wenothavingpartiesforanyofourkids.I

can'tdeal.

Musa:You'llbeokay..wewerewithTshepo.

Me:Okayand?

Musa:AndhefoundanotherplacecozofMello

andMike.

Me:ohnice.

Musa:Andprivaterooms.



Me:Finally!

SowefinallywenttocelebrateTshepo's35th.

MumagreedtolookafterTshego'slittleone.

CassieandThembahadjoinedusaswell.

Tshepo:Timetohavefun.

Fezile:Canyoutwokeepyourhandsoffeach

other?

Weweretouchingandlaughingathiscrazytalk

andnotreallypayingattentiontowhateverthey

weretalkingabout.

Musa:Cynthia,dontyouwanttoholdyourman?

Bonginkosi:Butontherealthough.Infact,we

goingoutsidetohaveourbeersthere.

Musa:yeahsure.



Thegentswentout.

Tshego:Thisshouldbeaveryinteresting

weekend.

Me:Thefirst..Wenevergooutasagroup.

Cassie:Itsfun.

Mello:DrinksAtthebalcony?

Noma:Welljuiceforme.

Cynthia:Sosorry.

ShewasFezile'sgirlandLesegowas

Bonginkosi's.

Noma:I'llbefine.

Lesego:I'msureyoucan'twait.

Noma:Youhavenoidea.



Wewentuptothebalcony.Wecouldseethe

guysfromwherewewere..theviewwasalso

verybeautiful.MyeyesmetwithMusa's,hewas

talkingtooneofthestaffmemenersthere,he

hadbroughtthewoodforourbraai.Afterheleft,

IgotatextfromMusa.

"heatedpoolontheotherside"

Igiggled.

"YouhaveanyideasMrLeornado?"

"PlentymsKelly,yougame?"

"YouknowIamMrLeornado"

Isawhimsmileandlookedupthenwinkedat

me.Iblushed.



Cassie:HaiboRea!Wehere.

Mello;OhCassie,Letherloveherman.Blushall

youwantsister.

Mellothough!Iturnedmyattentionbackand

wheneveryonehaddozedout,Ifoundhim

waitingatthepool.Thethingshedidtome!

Me:Ithinksomeone'swatching.

Musa:Letthem.

Wewenttobedataround3andinthemorning,

Cassiecalledmeasideafterbreakfast.

Me:YesCas.

Cassie:Rea,youandMusaarefreaks.



Iclearedmythroat..soIwasn'timaginingthings.

Me:Oh..itwasyou

Cassie:Couldntsleep

Me:Wedidnttraumatizeyoudidwe?

Cassie:no..justsawfiguresmovingupand

downinwateranddecidedtonotbethecandle

holderandwentbacktobed.

Me:WellI'm...

Mello:Rea?

Me:sis.

Mello:Twominutesplease..SorryCassie.

Cassie:Itscool.

IfollowedMellotothelapaneartheotherpool.



Mello:Iloveyouokay?

Me;Iknowthat.

Mello:AndI'm10minutesolderthanyou..So

youneedtolistentome

Me:Mello,whatisit?

Mello:CutCassieoff.
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Me:Mello.

Mello:Bilwe.

Me:youdon'tthinkyouoverreacting?

Mello:okaymaybeIam.Maybe.Butwatchyour

backIdon'ttrusther.

Me:OkayI'lldothat.

Mello:justkeepheratadistance.



Me:YesIwill..I'vealwayskeptheratadistant.

Whatdidyousee?

Mello:Ithinksheenviesyou.

Ilaughed.

Mello:I'mserious.

Me:Okay,I'llkeepawayfromher.

Mello:Don'ttellheranythingaboutyourlife.

Me:Idon'ttellAnyoneaboutmylifeanyway.

Wellbesidesmyhusband.

Mello:Good.Keepitthatway.

Me:okay.

Mello:yougotit?

Shewasgrillingitin.



Mello:Youcangotoyourhusbandnow.You

twohaveasmoothieappointment?

Me:Yes.

Mello:Youbetterlovehimright.Helovesyou

Me:YesmsMello.

Mello:I'mgongivemyhusbandsomenow.

Ilaughed.

Mello:AndRea...

Me:Yesma'am?

Mello:Watchyourback

Me:Iwill.

Mello:Idon'tlike..Mygoodness!

Ilaughed.



Me:TwinsisterIheardyou.

Mello:Good.

Me:Bye.

Mello:Bye.

Iwentbackinside.BongaandGracelooked

happyagain.Actuallyeveryonewas.Tshepo

keptonsingingtohisunbornchild,Tshegoand

Bakanglookedhappytohavetakenabreak

awayfromtheirnewestaddition,Bonginkosi

andFezilelookedhappywiththeirgirlfriends

CynthiaandLesego,ThembaandCassiewere

talkingaboutsomethingandIwenttofindmy

husband..

Me:Youdidn't!



Ilaughed.

Musa:Idid.

Me:WehavingsmoothiesevenonWeekend

getaways?

Musa:Wellforstarters,wehaveallthe

appliancesweneed,weboughtextrafoodand

youandIlovesmoothies.

Me:Imisshome.

Helaughedandputmeonthecounter.

Musa:Hereyougo.

Me:thankyoubaby.

Musa:itsapleasure.

Ilookedathim,hewassuchablessing,sucha



blessing,andhonestlyIwasgoingtoholdonto

himtight.Ihadbeengivenanamazingmanand

helovedme.Ilookedathimandsmiled.My

heartfeltwarm

Musa:it'sjustasmoothie.

Igiggled.

Me:SoIhavesomethingtotellyou

Musa:Yes?

Me:someonesawus.

Musa:Makingoutinthepool?

Me:Yep.

Helaughed.



Musa:Didtheyliketheshow?

Me:Apparentlywearefreaks.

Musa:ladyright?

Me:Cassie.

Musa:shelooksdeprived.

Wewereinwhispers.Igiggled.

Me:Hey!

Musa:it'screepy..

Me:Itisactually.

Musa:butwedoexistinaworldfullofcreeps

right?

Me:yeswedo.Ifeellikemakingout

Musa:Youwanttomakeoutnow?

Me:yes



Musa:inahousefullofpeople.

Me:yes

Musa:noRea

Me:yesMusa

Ireachedforhiszip.Hehadshortson.Heheld

myhand.

Me:Musastopit.

Musa:Stoptellingmetostop.Areyounuts?

Ismiled

Musa:ReayoubetternotdowhatIthinkyou

abouttodo

Me:Orelsewhat?

Musa:Rea...



"Therewasstillsomebeersinthefridge.I'llgo

check"

Iwasdisturbedbythat.Iquicklyzippedhis

pantsandwewaitedforNkositocomein.

Bonginkosi:Smoothiedatefortwo?

Me:somethinglikethat.

Bonginkosi:Weabouttostartplayingagame.

Caretojoin?

Musa:Whatgame?

Bonginkosi:Twister.

Musa:Okay.We'llbetherenow

Bonginkosi:Cool.

Hegotthebeersandwefollowedhimout.



Mellowasbackfrom"workingout"

Shewasfacilitatingthegame.

Mello:Musa,Rea,ThembaandCassie.Your

turn

Wemovedtothesides.Iwasoppositemy

husband.

Mello:Right...righthandonred.

WefollowedinstructionsuntilIwasunderMusa.

Musa:yousee,evengamesshowyouwhere

youbelong

Hewaswhispering..Igiggledandalmostfellon



mybackbuthequicklycaughtme.

Musa:gameoverMello?

Hewasgettingbored.

Mello:youtwo...fine.

Hehelpedmeupandtheycontinuedplaying.

Weontheotherhand,decidedtotakeawalk.

Musa:weshouldcomelivehere..

Me:It'speacefulright?

Musa:Andithasagreatview.

Me:ButI'mhappywithourhouse

Musa:Let'sthinkaboutthis...



Wesatonwhatlookedlikeariverbank.

Me:I'mallears.

Musa:Sothere'sapossibilitythatwemightbe

welcomingourthirdchildsoonright.

Me:Yes..

Musa:Youdon'tthinkweshouldgetabigger

house?

Me:No.MusayouLikewastingmoney.That

househas4bedrooms.

Musa:Twoofthoseareoccupiedbaby.You

thinkthetwinswillwanttosharearoom

forever?

Me:Fine..

Musa:I'mlistening.

Me:Wenotmoving..



Musa:then?

Me:Weextending.

Musa:Rea.

Me:NoMusa.I'mtiredofmoving.Look,thatis

agreatneighborhood.It'ssafeandit'speaceful.

Youdon'tlikeitsviewanymore?

Musa:Ihearyou.

Me:Yesyouhearmebutifyoudon'tlikemy

suggestionthenI'mwillingtocompromise.

Musa:okayhowabout,IthinkaboutitthenI'll

getbacktoyou.

Me:That'sfine.

Musa:okaythen.

Me:wellthatwaseasy..

Musa:rightthiswon'tbe...soIwasthinking...

Me:younotgettingabikebabe.



Helaughed.

Musa:Youreadmindsnow?

Me:Ireadyours

Musa;Howdidyouknow?

Me:yourGooglehistory.SawitwhenIwas

usingyourphonetolookupthisplace.Younot

gettingabike.

Musa:That'snotfair.

Me:Wellifyouwanttodieandleavemethen

goaheadandbuyit.

Musa:AmIbeingemotionallyblackmailed?

Igiggled.

Me:No..

Musa:Yes.



Me:I'mNot.

Musa:Youare.

Me:saywhatever..Younotgettingabike.

Wehadalottotalkandlaughaboutandabout

3hourslater,wewentbacktotheothers.

Tshego:Thisisnota"MusaandRea"getaway.

Me:Weareusedtobeingtogether

Musa:Andwethoughtyoustillplayingtwister.

Mello:For3hours?

Musa:weblackafterall.

Wegiggled.

Tshepo:Wearegoingout.Canyoutwogoget

ready?



Me:Outto?

Tshepo:party.

Me:Oh.

Noma:Makeitsnappyplease.

Wewenttogetreadyandtheplacewewentto,

lookedfun..Musawasdrinkingwhiskey.Noma,

TshegoandIwereonjuice.Therestofthe

gangwerelivingitanddrinkingitup

Tshego:Iwonderhowmybaby'sdoing.

Me:She'sdoingfine.

Tshego:yousure?

Me:Mumwouldhavecalled.

Tshego:True..

Me:justhavefun

Mello:youcanhavewineTshego.



Tshego:Breastfeeding?

Mello:Youcant?

Tshego:Nolittlesis.

Me:Youhave4kids.

Mello:IforgotIhavekids.

Shewastipsy...

Me:IthinkIneedtotakepics.

Iturned.

Me:Where'sMusa?Ican'tseehimandhehas

myphone.

Tshego:Ithinkhewenttothebathroom.



Mellolookedaroundasthoughshewaslooking

forsomeone.

Mello:AndwherethehellisCassandra?
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Me:Mellocalmdown

Shewasgoingtostartscreaming..

Mello:I'mcalm

Me:nothing'shappening.

Mello:Let'sgofindthem



Westoodupandasweturned,Cassiewas

comingwithawaitertowardsourtable.

Cassie:Thankyou.

Waiter:Pleasurema'am.

Shetippedhimandheleft.

Cassie:morewineanyone?

Sheopenedthebottleandpouredmorefor

thosethatwantedwine.

Mello:Ialmostkilledher.

IsawMusacomingbackfromthedirectionof

thegents'bathrooms.Itookadeepbreath.



"Insecuritiespleasefade"Isaidinmymind.

Musa:Baby?

Iwenttohim.

Musa:Whatisit?

Me:I'mjustbored.

Musa:Youaregoingtohavetobestrong.

Me:I'mnotusedtothislife.Runningapubsure

makesyouhatesparties.

Musa:OhWelcometomyworldWife.

Me:Wecan'tgo?

Musa:No..thisisTshepo'sdaybaby.Don'truin

itforhim.

Me:Areyouhavingfun?

Musa:Honestly...



Heshookhishead.

Musa:I'dratherbeathome.These"group

things"aren'tmykindofthing.

Igiggled.

Me:Howdidyoubecomeabusinessman?

Musa:That'sactuallyaverygoodquestion.

Hewasn'tdrunk.

Me:Youwanttoansweritnow?

Musa:Canwegogetwaterfirst?

Me:Okay.



Hetookmyhandandwewenttogethiswater

thenwenttochilloutside.Therewasasortof

hillthatwejustneartheparkingarea.Itwas

quietbutwecouldobviouslystillhearthemusic.

Thefrequencywasnotsohighthough.

Musa:Better?

Me:Waybetter.

Iwaslookingatthestars.

Me:youthinkthosetwoonesrepresentus?

Hesmiled

Musa:Maybe.



Me:Andthere'sLuyandaandLwandileover

there.

Hegiggled.

Musa:There'salittlekidthatcomesoutwhen

youseestarshey.

Ismiled.

Me:True.SowheneverImisseddad,Iwould

alwayssitonthestoepandgazeatthem.It

wouldgoonforhoursandhours.Thatjust

reallymademefeellikehewasnear.

Musa:Andyougrewwiththat?

Me:YesIdid.EventuallyIfellinlovewithjust

lookingatthestars.



Hekeptquietandgazedatthemtoo.

Me:thatcouldpossiblyrepresentmyfirstchild.

ThatonenotfarfromtheonesIsaid

representedthetwins

Hetookadeepbreath.

Musa:Wenotrevisitingthepastarewe?

Me:Iwasjustsayingbaby.

Musa:AndIhearyoubutcanwenottalkabout

that?

Me:Okay.

Musa:thankyou.

Icontinuedgazing.



Musa:wefetchingthekids?

Me:mum'skids?

Helaughed.

Musa:yes

Me:That'sifthey'llwanttocomehome..

Musa:theyhaven'tbeenwithusforquitesome

time.

Me:Wedon'thavekidsbaby.

Musa:OhthatIknow.

Me:it'stimewetookthemback.

Musa:theirsenseicalledme.

Me:they'vebeenmissingtheirkaratelessons!

Ohcrap!

Musa:Iexplainedtohim.

Me:didheunderstand?



Musa:yeshedid..

Me:No,wearedefinitelytakingthosekidsback.

Musa:Butafterwerest.

Igiggled.

Me:Musawhatkindofafatherareyou?

Musa:I'magoodfather.Weneedtorest.Even

ifitsjustforSundayandMonday.Thosekids

aretiring..

Me:Tellmeaboutit.Lwandileisgoingtofind

somethingtocomplainabout.

Musa:Luyandawilldefinitelycomplainaboutus

nothavingfood.

Me:andwedon't.NowIhavetogogrocery

shopping?

Musa:youloveshopping.



Me:Forclothesbaby.

Musa:shoppingisshopping.

Me:it'sdifferent.I'llgoanyway.

Musa:simple.

Me:withyou.

Musa:Dreamonbaby.

Me:Musa...

Musa:I'mnotgoing.No.

Me:Fine.

Musa:youhavethenextholidaydestination?

Igiggled.

Me:Canwejustbeparentsfor2months?

Musa:thengobacktobeingacouplewithno

kids?



Me:yes.I'malwaysawayFrommychildren.

Musa:coztheyarealwaysawayfromyoutoo.

Me:I'mfetchingthemonTuesdayandtheywill

onlygotomum'sonSundays.

Musa:Tomum'sonFridayandreturnon

Monday.There'ssomethingcalled"ustime"

Me:Finethen.

Musa:deal?

Me:Deal.

Musa:that'sit.

Wewereveryhappywhentheyclosedupat2.

Whenwegothome,wewereallsotiredsowe

justwenttobed.Wehadtocheckoutat12pm

soMellodecidedtobekindenoughtomakeus

breakfast.Shewasthesubmissivetype.You

couldseeinthewayshecarriedherselfandyou

couldtellshewasamotherunlikeme.Iwas



probablythemostchilledpersonthathad

babies.TshegoandNomakeptcallingmumto

checkontheirkids.Gracekeptcallingher

motherinlawaswellandSodidCassie.Well

shekeptcallinghertenyearoldcozshehada

phone.Ididn'tevenwanttobothermyself.Even

FezileandBonginkosi'sgirlfriendscalledto

checkupontheirchildren.

Mello:soI'vebeenwatchingpeoplecalltheir

kids.Whenareyoucallingyours?

Tshepo:that'sagoodquestion.Justbecause

youhaveaflatstomachandabletoflauntin

shortsdoesn'tmeanyouhavenokids.

Me:I'mnotgoingtowasteMytime.Thosekids

willonlysaytwowordstomeandfind

somethingelsetodo.

Theylaughed.



Tshepo:youandMusaareweirdparents.

Mello:no,whenpeopleareaddictedtoeach

other,theyforgetabouteveryoneintheirlives

Tshepo:Eventheirkids?

Mello:Yes.Ithappens.

Me:I'mgoingtofindmyhusband.I'mnot

listeningtoyoutwo.

Therestofthemwereoutside.IfoundMusain

ourroom,hewasreadingsomethingonhis

phone.Islowlylookedthedoorandwenttohim.

Me:whyareyouhidinginhere?

Musa:Iwasactuallylookingatthecompany's

figures

Me:anythingwrong?



Musa:no.Wedoingreallywell.

Me:that'sgoodnews..

Musa:itis..Andyoumissedme?

Me:Fortheroad.

Itookoffhisshirt.

Musa:Younotseriousareyou?

Me:Imveryserious.

Musa:okay.

Heputhisphonedown..

Musa:letmetakecontrol.

Hepulledmeuproughlyanditwentforabout



anhourand45minutes.Wewenttojointhe

otherswhenitwasalmost12.Tshegoand

MellokeptlookingatmebutIkeptmyeyesoff

them.Iwasgladtofinallybehome.Inmyown

space.WespentTherestofdayrelaxingand

spentmondayinbed,sleeping.Wewereboth

exhaustedreally.OnTuesdaywehadtogoto

work.Cassiecalledtoaskmeoutforlunch.

TriedtoresistbutshewasnearbysoIjustwent

tojoinher.

Me:whatsupwithbandagesonyourfoot?

Cassie:aglassfellonme.Brokeandnow..

Me:ohI'msorry.Becarefulnexttime.What

bringsyouhere?

Cassie:there'sashopthatsellsBeddingover

there.

Me:OhIknowit.

Cassie:That'swhyI'mhereandIthoughtwhy



not?

Me:ohthat'snice.Iwasfamishedactually.

Cassie:helpedyou.YouandMusahaveplans

thisweekend?

Me:nobutit'sprobablygoingtobeuswithour

kidswhy?

Cassie:OhIwasjustasking.Thoughtwecould

hangout

Me:Maybenextweekend.

Cassie:IthoughtIsawyourkidsatyourmum's

onSunday..

Me:ohTshepodidntdropyouguysofffirst?

Cassie:No.Tshegowantedtobewithherchild

andNomawantedtorest.

Musahadgiventhemoneofhistaxistousefor

theweekend.SoitwasbasicallytheQuantum

andourprivatecar.HehadtoldTshepoto



returnitwhenevercozheseemedlikehewas

enjoyingbeinga"taxidriver"fortheweekend.

Me:OhIsee.Theyareatmum's.Howareyour

kidsdoingbytheway?

Cassie:Theyareokay...

WehadlunchandwhenIknockedoffIwentto

fetchthetwins.

Mum:Yourkidsattackedsomeoneyesterday.

Me:Who?Lwandile?Luyanda?

Lwandile:Idontwhothepersonwas.

Me:Butyouattackedthem?

Lwandile:Yes

Me:When?

Luyanda:Yesterday.Afterschool



Me:Where?

Mum:Whentheywereplayingwiththeother

kidsoutside.Onthestreet.

Luyanda:Theysaidyoutoldthemtocomefetch

us.

Lwandile:AndwesaidwedonttalktoStrangers.

TheytoldusatschoolandSenseitoldus.

Luyanda:butthepersongotoutofthecar

Lwandile:AndtriedtograbLuyanda.

Luyanda:AndthenLwandiletookabrickandhit

themonthefoot.

Me:WHAT?
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Luyanda:YesMsKelly.



IscrolledwithmygallerytillIfoundoneofthe

picswetook.

Me:Isthistheperson?

Lwandile:Luyandaletmesee.

Hetookmyphone.

Me:zoominbaby

Hedid.

Lwandile:Yes.

Luyanda:Wheredoyouknowherfrom?

Me:okay.Stopaskingquestions.Youguysdid

goodokay?



Lwandile:Yes.

Me:gofetchyourbags.

Theylefttheroom.

Mum:youknowthepersontheyattacked?

Me:yesma.Wewerewithherthisweekend.

Mum:Howisshe?

Me:wellIthoughtshe'saniceperson

Mum:andnow?

Me:I'mgoingtodowhatMellosaidIshoulddo.

Imgoingtocutheroff.

Mum:Rea,becarefulokay?

Me:yesma.

Theboyscamewiththeirbags.



Me:Say"bye"toGranny.

Mum:Whenareyoucomingback.

Lwandile:WhenArewecomingbackMsKelly?

Me:Soon.

Luyanda:Soonkoko

Mum:Okaythen

Shehuggedthemandweleft.

Lwandile:Dad!

Musa:Helloboys

Luyanda:Howzit?

Musa:grandboys..Howwasschool?

Lwandile:itwasfine

Musa:Homework?



Lwandile:Wedon'thaveanyhomework

GradeRafterall!

Me:HowaboutyouguysgowatchTVandItalk

todad?

Lwandile:Tellhimaboutthebricklady.

Luyanda:TellhimMsKelly

Me:OkaySirs

Iwatchedthemrunoff.

Musa:Bricklady?

Me:YoursonsattackedCassie.

Musa:What?

Me:yep..withabrick.



Musa:what?Why?

Me:BabyIdon'tknow.Ireallydon't.Theysaid

shetoldthemthatIhadaskedhertofetch

them

Musa:Butwhywouldshedothat?

Me:BabyIdon'tknow..kidnapthemmaybe.

Musa:Andgainwhat?

Me:Idon'tknow..didshesayanythingtoyou?

Musa:Anythinglike?

Me:anything?Trytoflirtwithyou.

Heshookhishead.

Musa:Ionlysaid5wordstoher

Me:5being?

Musa:"pleasepassmethatglass"youwere

there.



Me:Oh!

Musa:yesbaby

Me:maybeshe'sinlovewithyou.

Musa:No.Tellhertostayawayfrommykids

andmywifecozIfIdoit.Itwon'tendwell.

Thatscaredme.

Musa:Tellher.

Me:Iwill.

Musa:howwasyourdayanyway?

Me;Well...

Isatdown.

Me:BesidestheCassiedrama.Itwasquite

hectic.



Musa:Youwanttocomejoinme?

Ilaughed

Me:Yesactually

Musa:BabyI'mserious

Me:wellsoamI.

Musa:Rea.

Me:Musa.

Musa:I'mseriousReabilwe

Me:andIamtoo

Musa:Swear.

Me:Iswearonmyfather'sgrave.

Hekissedme.



Musa:Bestnewsever.

Me:ButfirstIneedtoResign

Musa:I'llevenhelpyouwriteortypethatletter.

Igiggled.

Me:Musastopit

Musa:okayfinethen.

Me:IlookforwardtoworkingwithyouMr

Mabasa.

Musa:SodoIMrsMabasa..Icoulddowitha

deputyCEOlikeYourselfma'am

Me:mm.

ButIfeltlikeweweregoingtofightalot..Ihad

learntalotfromhim...andluckily,afterIstarted

working,IstudiedBMparttimeandcompleted



myqualification.

"Mum"

Me:Whatdoyouwant?

TheonlytimeIwascalled"mum"waswhen

theywantedsomething

"Canwe..."

Me:Lwandilecomehere!

Theyranin.

Me:Whatdoyouwant?

Luyanda:canwehavepopcorn?



Me:Microwave?

Lwandile:please.

Me:Okay.I'llcallyouguys

Luyanda:ThankyoumsKelly.

Lwandile:pleasureMsKelly.

MusaandIgiggled.

Me:ThankyouLwandilegoback.

Luyanda:Canwehavemoney?

Me:whatfor?

Luyanda:toys..

Me:Don'tyouhaveenoughtoys?

Theyshooktheirheads.



Musa:Weekend.

Lwandile:Saturday?

Musa:Yes.

Luyanda:Okay.

OfftheywentagainandIMadethempopcorn

andtookittothem

"Thanksmum"

TheysaidatthesametimeandIwentbackto

Musa

Me:whatdoyouwantmetocook?

Musa:pap.

Me:And?

Musa:Amasi.



Me:Youdon'tfeellikemeat?

Musa:Nope.

Me:Okaythen.

Icalledthetwinsandaskedthemwhatthey

wantedtoeatandtheytoldme"papandamasi".

Wehadaverynicefamilynight.Wewere

watchingTomandJerrytilltheyfellasleepat

around22:00.Thenextmorning,Igotthem

readyforschoolandI,forwork.

Musa:Lunch?

Me:Meetingwiththesistersbaby

Musa:Okay.Don'tcooktoday

Me:wegoingout?

Musa:Asafamilyyes.

Me:Forpizza?



Musa:Yes.

Me:Knewit.Okaythen.

Musa:Loveyou.

Me:Iloveyoumore.

Ikissedhim.

Luyanda:Dadcanwegonow.

Webrokeoffthekiss.Theyhadturnedtheir

backsonus.IhuggedthemandtheyLeft.Ileft

minuteslaterandworkedtill12thentookthe

restofthedayoffandwentToMello's.

HerhousewasBeautiful!Ilovedgoingthere.

Mello:Shedidthat?

Tshego:Something'swrongwithher.



Mello:tellhertocomehere.

Me:Mello.

Mello:Reajustcallher.

Idid..Andsentherthelocation.Shearrived30

minuteslater.

Mello:Drink?

Cassie:Yesplease.

Mello:okay.

Cassie:Thanksforinvitingme.

Mello:ohpleasureDarling.Whathappenedto

yourfoot?

Cassie:OhaglassfellOnme.

Mello:Ihaveastorytoshare.Speakingofglass.

Cassie:Ithurts.

Mello:very.Somystory...



TshegoandIlookedateachother.

Mello:Soabout5yearsago,abitchcameinto

myliferight...ShewasafterMikeandshe

snuckintothishouseandtriedtokilloneofthe

twinswithapillow.Itookthebottle,smashedit

againstthewallandasshewastryingtofight

me,babyIstabbedhertodeath.Self-defence

andshe'sinhellandImstillonearth..IknowIm

goingtoheavencozmyinlawshaveachurch

andImadevotedchristian.

Mellothough.

Cassie:Shereallydied?

Mello:she'sinhell.AskMikeabouther.Askmy

mum.They'lltellyou.Orbetteryet,askthat

manyousawatthegate.Hewashere.Toobad



thefootageainthereanymore.Wetookittothe

police.

Shetookasipofherjuiceandstartedagain...

Mello:Soifyoudon'tleavemysisteralone.

You'lljoinherinhell.Youchoose.
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Mellosmiledatherandsheputdownherdrink.

Cassie:Ihaveanappointment.Iforgotallabout

it.

Mello;Withwho?



Shehadasmirkonherface.Mamellothough.

Cassie:Mynurse...Imeandoctor.

Mello:Tellhimorherwesaidhi.

Cassie:Iwill.

Shequicklygrabbedherbagandleft.

Tshego:Mamello!

Mello:HeySissy.

Me:Youwerebluffingright?

Mello:I'maChristianTwini,Idon'tgivefalse

testimony.

Me:Youreallymurderedsomeone?

Mello:notthishousethough.



Shewasasseriousasaheartattack

Mello:Ididn'tmurderanyone.Idefendedmyself

andIwoulddoittoforyou.

Me:Thankssis

Mello:Youwantacider?

Me:Nope.

Mello:Doesn'tshedrink?

Tshego:Thistank.Shedoes.

Mello:AreyoupregnantRea?

Ilaughed.

Me:Notyet.

Tshego:Youhavetests..

Mello:I'mmarriedtoaNigerianmansis.Ihave

tohavetests.



Welaughed.

Tshego:Pleasegetthemforher.

Mello:TheyareInmybathroom..inthetopleft

cabi.

Me:Guys...I'mnotpregnant.

Tshego:wewantYoutobesure.

Mello:Whyaren'tyoudrinkingthen?

Me:cozI'mtryingtokeepmyironlevelshigh.

Mello:Ironlevels?

Me:Yes.

Tshego:Wait,youandMusaaretryingfora

baby?

Inodded.



Tshego:Thatsgoodnews.Soit'stakingyou

timetofallpregnantcozofyourironlevels?

Me:wellthatwaspartofthereason..Inmy

recentcheckup,mylevelswerefinebutimjust

tryingtobalancethemnow.

Mello:what'stheotherpartofthereason?

Me:Mytubeswereblocked.

Tshego:what?

Me:It'sokaynow.

Tshego:andyoudidn'ttellme?

Me:Iwantedtodealwithitonmyown.Only

Musaknewaboutit.

Tshego:Duh!Thatman'syourhumandiary.

Mello:Okaysoiseverythingfinenow?

Me:Yes

Tshego:I'llforgiveyou..gotakethetestnow.



Iwasn'tgoingtowinanyway.Iwenttotakethe

testandwewaited.

Mello:She'snotpregnantsis.

Tshego:Anotherone.

Me:I'mnotpregnant.Canyouguysleaveme

alone?

Mello:youstillenjoyingthesex?

Ilaughed.

Me:I'mnotgoingtoanswerthat.

Mello:Ohhehittingitright.

Tshego:Andweseehowhappyyouarethese

days.

Ifeltmyselfblush.



Mello:Lookatthat!

Tshego:youdeserveit.

Mello:Thesamewayyoudeservedgettingitin

theheatedpool.

Me:What?

Ilaughed.

Tshego:Pool?

Mello:Askyourlittlesister.Thosetwoare

freaks.Iwentout,hurriedbackinandnever

wentoutagain.

Tshego:YouandMusamadeoutinthepool?

Me:I'mnottalkingaboutthis

Tshego:Youguysthough!

Mello:Ijustsawthisonetryingtocatchher



breathandwentbackin.Ithoughtyouguys

werehavingamidnightdrinkbutno.

Me:whatwereyoudoingoutsideanyway.

Mello:Smoking.

Me:Melloyousmoke?

Tshego:YesbutMikedoesn'tknow.

Me:whatdoyousmoke?

Mello:Cigarettes.

Me:ohokay.

Mello:andyousmokeweed

Me:I'vestoppedagain..Musadoesn'tlikeit.

Mello;Idon'teither..Stayawayfromit.

Tshego:Shewon'tlistentoyou.

Me:Iwill.

Tshego:Gotakethesecondtest.



Isighedandwentbacktotakethesecondtest.

Tshego:Okayyounotpregnant.

Me:Thankyou.Nowlet'sterminatethis.

Mello:Iprayyougetfraternaltwins.

Ilaughed.

Me:IprayIgetadaughter.Justone.

Tshego:You'vewaitedforquitesometimehey.

Iwatchedasshebreastfedherdaughter.

Me:5years?

Tshego:Yep.

Me:Iguessit'sworththewait.



Mello:youneedtopopmorekids

Me:No.Ican'tbepoppingmorekidsafterthe

onewetryingfor.

Mello:that'syourduty.

Me:that'smyduty?

Mello:Yestopopmorekids

Tshego:Reayoudon'tknow?

Me:No.That'snothowitworksinmyworld.

Mello:Youenjoyworking?

Me:Yes.

Mello:Soyougoingtoworkinthatcompanytill

Godknowswhen?

Me:No.Iresigned.

Tshego:Why?

Me:SoI'mgoingtoworkwithMusa..

Mello:Yougoingtoworkwithyourhusband?



Inodded.

Tshego:sothat'sdone.

Me:ObviouslyIdidn'tresignwithimmediate

effect.Untilthey'vefoundwell,I'vefounda

suitablereplacementsinceI'llbedealingwith

theinterviewsthenI'llgo.

Mello:toworkwithyourhusband?

Ilaughed.

Me:Melloyes.

Mello:Thetension.

Me:Weareprofessional.Ineedtobounce.My

kidsareabouttocomeoutofschool

Tshego:AndDon'tbeastranger.

Mello:Andgetpregnant.



Welaughed.Ihuggedthemandthenwentto

fetchtheboysatschool

Me:Andnow?

Luyanda:hemademeangry.

Lwandile:Hestartedit.

Me:Okay.

Iwasn'tgettinginvolvedinwhateveritwas.I

didn'twanttobegangedupon.

Me:howwasschool?

Lwandile:Itwasfine.

Luyanda:Wegoingonatrip

Me:Oh?

Lwandile:Tothelionpark.



Me:That'sinteresting.

Luyanda:Canwego?

Hehadalreadytoldmetheyweregoingbut

anyway...Ilistenedtothemgoonandontillwe

gothome.Wewentoutfordinnerwithdad

Musa:Howthegirlsdoing?

Me:MellothreatenedCassie

Musa:Diditwork?

Me:WellIthinkitdidcozsherushedoff.

Musa:Ifsheknowswhat'sgoodforher,She'll

stayaway.

Lwandile:canwehavemorepizza?

WecontinueddiningandthenextdayIwentto

work.MellocalledtosayShe'llcomeseemeat



around11:30.Andataround10,Cassiestepped

intomyoffice.

Me:CanIhelpyou?

Cassie:Ididn'tappreciatehowMellotreatedme.

Me:ThesamewayIdidn'tappreciatehowyou

liedtomychildren.Whatwereyoutryingtodo?

Cassie:nothing.

Me:Cassiedon'tfuckwithme.Youdon'twant

toseemeangry

Cassie:Yourlittlerascalsarelying.

Ihelditin.Ididn'twanttogetangry.Ihardlygot

angry.TheonlytimesI'dsnapwaswhenpeople

hadtriggeredit.Ididn'twanttoloseit.

Especiallyatwork.Andbesides,Iwasn'tthe

typetophysicallyfight.Thatwasn'tme.



Me:Okay.Howaboutweactgrownandstart

tellingthetruth!

Shetookadeepbreath.

Me:ormaybeyoushouldleavemyoffice.

Cassie:Whyareyoulikethis?

Me:Mychildrenwouldn'tlietome.

Cassie:5yearoldslie

IwastemptedtograbthestaplerandhitherOn

thehead.

Cassie:Youknowthis..

Iwasgettingpissed.



Cassie:Rea,wearefriends.

Me:no.JustbecauseIattendedYourkid'sparty

Andinvitedyoutomycousin'scelebration

doesn'tmakeusfriends.

Cassie:oh?Wellifthat'sthecase,I'lltellyou.

YourkidsarethereasonIhavethisbandageon

myfoot.Thoselittle...

Me:sayit!

Shegotup.

Cassie:Iwantyourlifeandeverythinginit!And

I'llfighttillIgetit.
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Me:Goodluck..

Shegotupandleft.Thenerveshehad.I

continuedworkingandMellofinallycame.

Mello:Youresignedatsuchaniceplace?

Me:I'mgoingtoanicerplace.

Mello:WenaNa!

Me:Howareyousis?

Mello:Youknowme.

Me:Yougood?

Mello:Always.HasCassandratriedtocontact

you?

Me:yes.Shewashere.

Mello:Here?

Me:totellmethatshe'saftermylifeand

everythinginit?



HereyesAlmostpoppedoutofhersockets.

Mello:Shedid?

Me:yep.

Shekeptquiet.

Me:hello!

Mello:don'tworryabouther.

Me:I'mnotworried.

Iwasn'treally.

Mello:Good.Continueglowingandmakingout

inThepoolOkay?



Igiggled.

Me:younotgoingtoletthisgoright?

Mello:Nope.

Me:Isee.

Mello:Wanttogoout?

Me:Now?

Mello:Yes.

Me:Nope.Ihaveinterviewsin30minutes.

Mello:Bathong!

Me:Keng?

Mello:Itjustseemslikealotofwork..

Me:Itis.

Mello:Sowhyyoudoingit?



Ismiled.

Me:CozIloveit.Listen...

Mello:Yes?

Me:Youdontwanttoseeyourmother?

Mello:KgalaleloorKhutsafalo?

Me:Gloria.

Mello:I'mnotinterestedinher..

Me:Okay.

Mello:Youwanttoseeher?

Me:Noactually.Ijustthoughtmaybeyou'd

wanttoseeher.

Mello:No.I'mokay.

Me:Okaythensishow'sMikedoing?

Mello:WegoingtoNigeriasoon.Youwantto

Come?

Me:Youaskingmethat?



Mello:Yes.

Ilaughed.

Mello:What?

Me:Anythingthatincludesaflightandpassport

I'min..

Shelaughed.

Mello:withmynephewsandyourhusband.

Me:ohwecomingwith.

Mello:I'lltellTshego.

Me:I'msureshe'dLiketoCometoo.

Mello:Good.



Shelookedatherwatch.

Mello:Ineedtogo.

Me:Now?

Mello:Iactuallyhavethingstodo.

Me:Letmewalkyouout.

Idid.

Me:MygoodnessMello.YouareaQueen!

Shelaughed

Me:Howmanycarsdoyouhave?

Mello:Enough.

Me:YouweredrivingaBMWjusttheotherday.



Mello:Andnowwatchmegetintomyrange

rover.

Ilaughed.

Mello:I'mwelltakencareof.

Me:Icanseethat.

Noshewas.

Mello:AndI'mhappy.

Me:Clearly.

Mello:ButI'llseeyoulaterokay?

Me:Okaythen.

Mello:Cool..



IhuggedherandIwatchedherdriveoff.Ihad

thelongestdayandboywasIhappytogo

homeandseemykidsandHusband.

Lwandile:MsKelly.

Me:MrJosé.

Lwandile:howareyou?

Me:I'mfinebabyhowareyou.

Lwandile:I'mfine.Youwantmetorubyourfeet?

Whatwasgoingon?

Luyanda:youwanttea?

Me:no.You'llburnyourself.Juice.

Luyanda:OkayMsKelly.

Hewenttothekitchen.



Me:whatdoyoutwowant?

Lwandile:Nothing.

Hetookmyshoesoff.

Me:where'syourdad?

Lwandile:phonecall..

Me:Okay.

Hestartedmassagingme.Fora5yearoldhe

wasgood.

Me:Whotaughtyou?

Lwandile:Iwatchdaddoitallthetime.

Me:Butwhatdoyoutwowant?Thankyou

Luyanda.



Hehadjustgivenmemyjuice.

Lwandile:nothingMsKelly.

Me:Mmokay.

Luyanda:Youwantapeanutbuttersandwich?

Me:No..Whatdoyoutwowant?

Lwandile:wegottheshoes.

Me:Whatshoes?

Luyanda:ThesneakersweshowedyouMs

Kelly.Thewhiteones.

Me:Oh!

Ihadorderedsomesneakerstheylikedonline.

Me:Theyfinallycame?



Theybothnodded.

"ThankyouMsKelly".

Igottwowarmhugs.Musamusthavetold

themtopamperme.

Me:It'sapleasure.

Luyandaplayedwithmyhandswhilehisbrother

continuedmassagingme.

Musa:MsKelly.

Me:Heyyou.

Hegavemeaquickkiss.



Musa:Iseetheylistenedtome.

Me:Theydid.

Musa:Weraisinggentleman.

Me:Youhaveto.

Musa:Howwasyourday?

Me:Itwaslong.

Luyanda:Wedone.

Me:Okayyoucangoplaynow.

Iwatchedthemrunoffandturnedmyheadto

Musa.

Me:Howwasyours?

Musa:Ineedtogoaway..

Me:MellowantsustogotoNigeria.



Musa:shouldbenice.Youtoldherwein?

Inodded.

Musa:good.

Me:Withthetwins.

Musa:what?

Ilaughed.

Me:Yes.Theyareyourkidsyoushould...

Myphonerang.

Me:B.

Bonga:Heyhowareyou?



Me:Imgood.

Bonga:Yourfriend'sinhospital.

Me:Ella?

Bonga:Cassie.IbumpedintoThembaatthe

fillingstationandasweweretalking,hegota

callthatCassieisinhospital.

Me:whathappened?

Bonga:Shegotshot.

Me:What!Okay.Whichhospital.

Bonga:Milpark.

Me:Thanks..

Ihungup.

Me:Cassie'sbeenshot.

Musa:yougoing?

Me:TosupportThembayes.Youcoming?



Musa:nope.

Me:Musadidyoudoit?

Musa:No!

Me:Then?

Musa:Idon'tknow.Justgo.

Igotmyflatsanddroveoutagain.IcalledMello

onthewayandshesaid"coming".Ifitwasn't

herthenitwasDefinitelyMusa.Shegottothe

hospitalbeforeme.

Mello:howisshe?

Themba:She'sjustwokenup.

Me:howlonghaveyoubeenhere?

Themba:about2andahalfhours.

ItmeantBongacalledmelate.Hewasprobably



busywithwhatever.

Me:canwegoseeher?

Themba:yes.Ineedtogofetchherthings..

Me:okay.

Wewalkedthere.

Me:Mello?

Mello:OfcourseIdid.Gothergotatonboth

legs.

Me:Mello!

Mello:she'lllearntonotmesswithmytwin

sister.

Wewentintoherward.



Mello:OhDarling'..howAreyoufeeling?

Cassie:Youdidthis?

Mellosmiled.

Mello:ItoldyouIsentsomeonetohellalready.

YouluckyItoldthemtoshootyourlegs.You'll

beabletowalkagain.

Thefearonherface!

Mello:IdidsayI'madevotedChristianright?

Ilookedather.

Mello:SohereCassieGal5:26"Letusnot

becomeconceited,provokingandenvyingeach



other"
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Mello:getwellsoonthough.Let'sgo

Weleftherward.

Mello:Shewon'tbotheryouanymore.

Icouldn'tbelieveit!

Mello:believeit!

Itwasasifshehadreadmymind.



Me:Okay.Ishouldprobablygetbacktomykids

andhusband.

Mello:SodoI.

Me:thankyou.

Mello:Younotmadatme?

Me:HellNo!

Mello:Good..cozI'dshootyoutoo.

Ilaughed.

Mello:Iloveyou.

Me:Iloveyoutoosis.

Mello:Gotoyourhusbandnow.

Igiggled.



Me:Bye

Mello:Byesis.

Wehugged,kissedthenwewentourdifferent

ways.

Musa:Hey.

Me:Hey.Wherearetheboys?

Musa:Sleeping.

Me:At18:30?

Musa:IthinkTheyhadalongday.

Isatnexttome.

Me:okaythen.



Musa:How'sCassiedoing?

Me:She'lllive.

Musa:so?

Me:Mellogothershotat.Onbothlegs.

Musa:Areyouserious?

Inodded.

Musa:Isn'tMellosupposetobesomekindof

strongChristiancozherinlawshaveachurch?

Igiggled.

Me:NotMysister.

Musa:andIthoughtYoucrazy.

Me:Shetakesthecupright?



Musa:yoh!

Me:That'sMelloforyou.

Hegiggled.

Musa:hertimingwasonpoint.

Me:Mythoughtsexactly.

Musa:PoorCassie.

Me:Youwouldhavedoneworse.

Musa:We'dbepreparingoutfitsforthefuneral.

Idon'tplaywhenitcomestoMywife.

Ismiled

Me:ThatIknowalltoowell.

Musa:Soyouthinkshe'llleaveyoualone?



Me:Yes.

Musa:good.

Me:I'mnotgoingtomeetnewpeoplenow.

Musa:Impossible.

Me:Tryme.

Musa:Yougoingtobewithclientsonadaily.

Me:Iknowthat.

Musa:Sogetusedtoit

Me:Yeahright.I'lltrythough.

Musa:Youhavenootherchoicemaybe.

2monthslater,IwasworkingwithMusa,Ihad

refusedtojustcomeintoacompanyandbethe

deputyCEO,soIwasusingmyBMskills.Idealt

withdifferentaccounts,withclients,worked



closelywiththemarketingteam,Iactually

enjoyedthat.IalsorefusedtobecalledMrs

Mabasa.IwasMsKellyatwork.Cassiehadleft

usalone.Iwasglad.Mhtwinsisterdidn'tplay

Likethatandwehadalsogrowncloser.The

threeofus.Wehadtheutmostrespectforour

sisterTshegoandtrusthertoputusbackin

linewhenwestartedactingcrazy.Iwasonthe

pill.No,don'tjudge.Icouldn'tstartworkingata

newplacethenjustfallpregnant!No!Musa

didn'tknowthough.AndIhadmadesurethat

thepillswereoutofreach

Musa:Baby?

Me:Hey

Ilookedupfrommylaptop.

Musa:I'mherenow.Canyoustopworking?



IclosedMylaptop.

Me:Welcomehome

Musa:Thankyou.

Me:soyouleftmethismorning?

Musa:Ihadanearlymeeting.I'msorry.

Me:Itsokay.

Musa:Howwasyourdaythough?

Me:Busy..

Isighed.

Musa:wherearetheboys?

Me:mumcametofetchthem

Musa:goodforus.weekendgetawaythen



Igiggled.

Me:no

Musa:Wehaven'tbeenononesinceTshepo's.

Me:wewenttoNigeriaafterthatCassiething.

Musa:letmeremindyou.....

IgiggledcozIknewwhathewasgoingtosay

Musa:Itwasafamilygetaway.Mum,Mme

Khutsafalo,thetwins,Melloandherfamily,

Tshegoandherfamily,Tshepoand..

Me:OkayIgetit!

Musa:andIthinkitstimeweseriouslyworked

onourchildnow.



Ifroze

Musa:anyonehome?

Me:Yesbaby..

Musa:talktome.

Me:Ihavenoproblemworkingonyourchild..

Musa:youquietwhenwetalkaboutit

Me:nobaby.It'sjustthat...

Itwastimetobehonest.

Me:Imean,Ijuststartedworkinganddoyou

thinkthisistheperfecttimeforthat?

Musa:Baby,yes.Youhaveasuddenchangeof

heart?

Me:No..noactually.



Thelittlevoiceinmyheadhadtoldmetostop

beingselfish.

Me:IguessIt'stheperfecttime.

Musa:Sowheretothistime?

Me:youaskingmethat?

Hesmiled.

Musa:yesbaby..

Me:WellMozambique.

Musa:Okay.

Me:Isthatfine?

Musa:whateveryouwant.

Me:Thankyou..

Musa:PleasureMsKelly.



Me:Whatarewehavingfordinner?

Musa:You.

Ilaughed

Me:I'mserious!

Musa:SoamI.

Hepickedmeup.

Musa:Ihaven'thadyouinweeks.

Me:Cozwearealwaysbusy.

Musa:WellThat'sabouttochangethen.

Wekissedpassionatelyandhehadmeevery

wayhewanted.WeevenwokeUplateand

arrivedlateatwork.



Musa:Haveagoodday.

Me:youtoobaby.

QuickkissandhewenttohisofficeandIwent

tomine.Ikeptthinkingofhimandwas

disturbedbyacallfromBonga.

Me:B

Bonga:Stranger.

Me:Iknowright.I'msosorry.

Bonga:Weneedtomeetupsoon

Me:Kotassometime?

Bonga:TSAlastnumber..

Me:donedeal..

Bonga:Goodthen.

Me:HowarethekidsandGracedoing?



Bonga:Allgood.Weexpectingourthird.

Me:What?

Iwashappy.

Bonga:Niceright?

Me:Imhappyforyou.

Bonga:Planthebabyshower.

Igiggled.

Me:I'monit.

Bonga:Queenofparties.Loveyouandtake

care.

Me:IloveyoutooB..



Ihungupandasecondlater,therewasaknock.

Me:ComeinFrida.

Frida:Morningagain.

Me:morning.

Frida:ThesecameinforYou.

Me:Ohthankyou.

Frida:pleasure.

SheleftandIreadthemessageonthecard.

"HadFunlastnight?M.M"

Igiggledanddialledhim.

Musa:LeornadoMabasa.



Me:Soprofessional..Hello.

Hegiggled.

Musa:helloMsKelly.Weinthesamebuilding

youknow?

Me:Yes.CanYouactprofessional?

Musa:Iam.

Me:Sowhyareyousendingmeflowersatwork

with"Hadfunlastnight?"Messages?

Musa:Baby?

Me:Love.

Musa:Ididn'tsendthose

Me:ifyoudidn'tthenwhodid?
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Musa:I'llbetherenow.

Me:Okay.

Ihungup.Itreallypuzzledme.Evenworse,the

messagewastyped.Istaredatthecarduntil

Musacameinandclosedthedoor.

Musa:Let'ssee.

Ipassedhimthecard.

Musa:"M.M?"

Me:HenceIthoughtit'syou.

Musa:"Hadfunlastnight?"

Me:TheonlyfunIhadlastwasbeingunderyou.



Webothlaughedthencamebacktoit.

Musa:Youcan'tthinkofany"M.M?"

Me:no.

Musa:Okaythisiscreepy.

Me:Iknowbaby.Maybeit'sCassie?

Musa:No.Idoubt.

Me:really?

Musa:Wouldn'tmakesense.Shegotthe

messageloudandclear.

Me:Youthinkso?

Henodded.

Me:Iguessyouright.

Musa:Maybeit'snothing.



Me:Maybe.

Musa:Don'tworryaboutitbaby.

Hewasactuallysochilled.

Me:Okaythen.

Musa:Yougoingtokeepthose?

Me:Nope.I'llthrowthemawayonmywayout.

ForlunchthatIs.

Musa:I'mnotinvitedtoday?

Me:Askmenicely..

Hesmiled.

Musa:CanIjoinyouforlunch?

Me:Yes.



Musa:Thankyou.

Me:Pleasure.CanIworknow.

Musa:Youlookbeautifulbytheway.

Me:Iknow.

Helaughedandgotup.Asheturnedtoleave...

Me:Youlooklikeasnack.

Hestopped,turnedandsmiled.

Musa:I'maverynicesnackbaby.I'llseeyouat

12:30.

Me:Cool.

Musa:Iloveyou.

Me:Iloveyoumore



HeleftmyofficeandIcontinuedworking,I

madesuremypillsgodownthehandbasinand

at12:30,Ifoundhimwaitingforhimatthe

reception.

Musa:WeareoutFrida.

Frida:Yessir.

Ithrewtheflowersawaybeforewecouldhead

out.

Me:SoIfoundanicesecludedplaceforusto

stayIn.

Musa:InMozambique?

Inodded.



Musa:let'ssee.

Ishowedhimthepictures..

Musa:Youknowyounotgoingtostepoutright?

Me:Really?

Musa:Yes.

Me:We'llseeaboutthat..

Musa:Don'tdefyme.I'myourhusband.

Igiggled.

Me:That'showitworks?

Musa:Yes.

Me:thetwinsarecomingwithus?



Healmostchokedonhisdrink

Me:I'mserious

Musa:I'mnotcoming.

Me:thoseareyoursons.

Musa:ohIknowthatverywell.Theylooklike

me.

Me:So?

Musa:Thatdoesn'tmean,Iwantthemthere.

Me:youareahorriblefather..

Musa:Don'tlie.

Me:Okayyounotahorriblefather.

Hegiggled.



Musa:sheknowsit.

Me:Sowhendoweleave?.

Musa:theusual.

Me:Thursdaynight?

Musa:YesMsKelly.

Me:I'mgoingtohavetoclearmyFriday

schedule.

Musa:Youhaven't?

Me:No.Notyet.

Musa:youareveryforgetfulthesedays.

Me:Iknowbaby..itswork.

Musa:slowdown

Me:youareaslavedriver.

Helaughed.



Me:Ihavetodealwithyouatworkandathome

aswell..storyofmylife.

Musa:Alittleappreciation?

Ismiled.

Me:Nothingtoappreciate.

Musa:I'moffended.

Me:That'sallonyou.Tshegoinvitedusfor

dinner.

Musa:WillPabibethere?

Me:Itrustthatshewill.

Musa:I'llbethere.

Me:Missedher?

Musa:alot.

Me:Ithinkshe'llbeveryhappytoseeyoutoo.

Musa:Shouldgethersomething.



Me:I'mnotgoingtoyshopping.

Helaughed.

Musa:Thetwinsgotyoudidn'tthey?

Me:Ican'twaitforthemtoturn16

Musa:11yearstogobaby.

Me:imaginethat.GetPabiacutedressand

shoes..

Musa:You'llhelp?

Me:I'dbegladtoo.Thiswillbepractice.

Musa:Listentoyou.

Igiggled.

Me:I'llhelp.



Musa:I'dLikethat.

Me:MightGetmyselfapairofshoesandacute

dress

Musa:Ohyoucanforgetaboutthat.

Mymouthhungopen.

Musa:Youwanttogodownonme?

Ilaughedandcalledthewaiter.Wehadlunch,

wentbacktotheofficeandafterwork,wewent

togetPabi'sgiftthenwenttoTshego's.Pabi

wassohappytoseeher"baby".

Bokang:andIdon'thaveadaughteranymore.

Me:Youknowhowitgets.Life'srough.Arethe

sistersinside?



Mike:Yestheyare.

Me:Thankyou.

Iwentinside.

Tshego:LookatYou!

Me:Heyladies.

Mello:Youareforeverglowing!

Iblushed.

Me:I'mhappy..

Tshego:Areyoupregnantyet?

Me:Nope.

Mello:Whatiswrongwithyou?

Me:Nothing..



Tshego:Areyougettingshots?

Me:No..Iwasonthepill.

Mello:What?

Me:I'moffthemnow.

Mello:Didyouseehowyourhusbandiswith

Pabi?

Me:Guys.I'moffthemnow..

Mello:Good.We'lltakeCassietakehimoho!

Ilaughed.

Me:What'sfordinner?

Tshego:Food.

Me:Iknowthat!

Tshego:Really?YoulooklikeyouhaveMusafor

dinner.



Ilaughed.Mysistersthough.Theyweren't

goingtoletthat"poolmakeout"thinggo..

Me:Ishouldprobablycalltheguysin..

Tshego:Youshouldgettheplates.

Mello:CanyoustayawayfromMusa?

Me:MusaIsmyhusband..

Mello:Stayawayfromhim..

Igottheplates.Thedinnerwentwell.Wewent

homeverylateandwokeupearlysowecould

gotowork.Itwasgoingtobeaverylong

Wednesday.Ataround11am,Iwenttogetthe

carkeysfromMusacozIhadameeting.

Me:younotgoingtousethecarareyou?.

Musa:nobaby.Haveagoodmeeting.



Me:Iwill.

Musa:howlongwillittake?

Me:babyIDon'tknow.Youknowhowitgets

withAbigail.

Musa:Takecareofyourself.

Me:Willdo.

IlefttheofficeandasIwasabouttoopenthe

door,Isawsomethingthatdisturbedme.A

paperstuckonthepassengerwindow.

"Hopeyouliketheflowers,Imback"

Itread.
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Iwasstuckbetweenchoosingtorescheduleor

togotothemeeting.Itookthepaperoffthe

windowanddrovetomeetwithAbigail.Iwas

gladwhenthemeetingfinallyendedandwent

backtotheoffice.IknockedsoftlyonMusa's

door.

Musa:Comein....

Islowlyopenedthedoor.

Musa:YougotthatrightFrida?

Frida;yessir.

Musa:Thanks.Thatwillbeall.

Frida:MsKelly..

Me:MsFrida.Howareyou?Loveyourhair.



Frida:Thankyou.

IlikedFrida.Shewassopolite.Marriedanda

hardworker.IhadconvincedMusatopayfor

herstudies.SheshowedinterestinMarketing

soItoldhertoapplyandthatMusawouldpay.

Companiesneededtohelpemployeesgrow.

Musa:Hey..

Iwenttositonthecouch

Musa:badnews?

Me:no.WegotIt.

Musa:What!Babythat'sgreat.

Me:Itis..

Musa:okay.



Heclosedhislaptop,closedthedoorandsat

nexttome.

Musa:Youwanttotellmewhat'swrong?

Me:Someone'sstalkingme.

Musa:Areyousure?

Me;Here..

Ipassedhimthepaper..

Me:Ifounditonthewindow.

Musa:Ofthecar?

Inodded.



Me:Thisisseriousbaby.Canwegetthe

parkinglotfootage?

Musa:Theywereupgradingittodaywhenyou

left.

Ihadforgotten.

Me:Someonemusthaveseentheperson.

Musa:howdidtheyevengetincozsecurityis

tight?

Me:Idon'tknow

Musa:We'llgettoThebottomofthis.

Me:CanIgohome?I'mnotfeelingwell.I'lltake

auber.

Musa:no.I'llaskoneofthedriverstotakeyou

home.Ineedtotakecareofthissecurityissue.

Me:okaythen.



HecalledoneofthedriverstogethomeandI

lockedeverydoor,closedeverywindowand

slept.Ihadaheadache.Itookpainkillersand

finallymanagedtosleep.

Musa:Hey.

Me:Hey.Whattimeisit?

Musa:17:30

Me:Oh.Letmegofreshenupthenstart

cooking.

Musa:Igotustakeaways.Figuredyouwouldnt

befine.

Me:whendidyougethome?

Musa:16:45.

Me:Whydidntyouwakeme?

Musa:CozyoulookedpeacefulandIdidntwant

todisturbyou.



Me:I'llbeback.

Iwenttofreshenup,grabbedoneofshirtsand

gotoutoftheclothesIwaswearing..

Me:Didtheyseeanyone?

Heshookhishead.

Musa:Weaddingmoresecurity.

Me:Doyouhaveto?

Musa:Foryoursafetyyes.

Iunderstood.

Musa:AndI'mgettingyouadriver.



Me:No.Don'tdothat.

Musa:It'simportant.

Me:Idon'tneedadriver.

Musa:Rea

Me:Idon'tneedadriver.

Musa:BabyI'mgettingyouadriverokay.Anda

bodyguard.

Iwasn'tgoingtowin

Musa:They'llbeherewhenwegetbackfrom

Moz.

Me:Okay.

Musa:Thisshouldhelpusfindwhothisperson

is.

Me:I'mgettingsick.



Iwas.Iwasn'tfeelingokay.

Musa:Whatdoyouwantmetogetyou?

Me:water.

Musa:Wegoingbacktolivingonwater?

Me:Justfortoday.

Musa:Okay.Don'tthinkAboutittoomuchokay?

Me:Okay.

Hewenttogetmemybottleofwaterandhe

chilledwithmeinthebedroom.

Me:WhatiftheytrytoGetmykids?

Musa:theywouldn'tdare.Securityistightat

mum's.

Me:yousure?

Musa:Ithinktheyaresaferthere.



Mumdidn'tallowthekidstoplayoutsideonthe

streetanymoreafterthatCassiesaga.Shewas

overprotectiveofhergrandkids.Allofthem.

Me:youthink?

Henodded.

Me:okay..

Iputmyheaddownonthepillow..

Musa:Everything'sgoingtobefine

Hewasmyserenity.Icouldneverimaginelife

withouthim.Really.Wasthatevennormal?



Musa:socanyoustopthinkingaboutitnow?

Me:Okay

Musa:AndthinkaboutMozambique.

Me:andhowyougoingtolockmein?

Musa:Yes.

Igiggled.

Me:Okay

Musa:that'sbetter.Wegettingthatnewcar?

Me:Youwanttogetit?

Musa:It'sveryniceandspacious

Me:youonlylookingatthe"nice".

Musa:Andatthe"spacious"

Me:Idoubtthatbutwecangetit.



Musa:really?

Hecouldn'tbelieveit.Igiggled.

Me:Yeswecan.

Musa:thankyou.

Me:it'sapleasure.Myturnnow

Musa:No.Younotgettingnewbagsandshoes.

Me:thatisnotfair

Musa:life'snotfair

Me:Musa!

Musa:Babyyouhaveenough.

Me:Really?

Musa:someshoesyouhaven'tevenworeyet.

Me:Musadon'tlie.

Musa:Don'tmakemeopenyourcloset



Me:Fine!

Battlelost.

Me:Youmanagedtogetincontactwiththat

otherschool?

Musa:YesIdid.

Me:And?

Musa:They'vebeenadmittedforGrade1.

Me:That'sgood.Nowit'stimetofight.

Webothsighed.Iwasntreadyforthe

complaintsthatweregoingtocomeabout

thosetwo.Iwasn'tatall.

Musa:Ijusthopetheynotinthesameclass..

Me:Youthinkthosetwocare?Ijusthopethey



areabletotellthemapart.

Musa:It'sgoingtotakethemsometime.

Itwas.Wecouldcozweweretheparents.

Thosepoorteachersweregoingtohaveto

LookcloselyatLwandilewhohadasmallandI

meansmallscaronhisfaceorlookathis

mediumsizedearstoknowit'shim.Luyandaon

theotherhand,theywouldhavetolookatthe

slightlybiggerears.Andreallytherewasno

differencebetweenthoseearsunlessyouPaid

attention.Theywalkedthesame.Soundeda

littledifferentbutit'ssomethingthatneeded

attentionaswell,sameheight,samebodytype!

Identical!MusaandNtando.Icouldn'teventell

whoMusawaswhenheshowedmeapicture

Me:Alotoftime.Wanttostartpacking?

Musa:Notfeelingsickanymore?



Me:I'mawoman.

Musa:pardonme..

Ismiledandgotuptostartpacking.The

weekendwasamazing.Ihadsomuchfunwith

Musa,Iwasn'tlockedinluckily.Parties,drinks,

sex,swimwasallwedid.Whenwelandedwe

bothcouldn'tkeepoureyesopen,wewereglad

tofinallygethomeandonlywokeupat12:30

onTuesday.

IwasforcedtogomeetupwithEllaat14:00

cozshewantedtoseeme.IleftMusathere

catchingupontheweekend'ssoccermatches

Ella:Whatthehell?

Me:Ilookhorribleright?

Ella:Haibo!AreyouandMusamarried?



Ikeptmysunglasseson.

Me:Yes

Ella:Rea?

Me:Ella?

Sheshookherhead.

Me:Howareyoubytheway?

Ella:I'mfine.Iwon'taskaboutyou.

Me:pleasedon't.Ijustneedcoldwater.

Shecalledthewaiter.

Ella:Waterplease.

Me:Withice.



Waiter:Yesma'am.Thisforyou.

Me:From?

Waiter:Thepersonjusttoldmetogiveyouthis

andtheyleft.

Me:Male?Female?

Waiter:couldnttell.Wasindisguise.

Thatdidntmakesensebutanyway...

Me:Okaythanks.

Heleftourtable.

Ella:Letmesee

Shetookthelittleboxandopenedit.



Ella:seashells.Weirdgift.Whobuyspeoplesea

shells?

Me:isthereanynote?

Shechecked.

Ella:"howwasMozambique?"
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Me:Ella

Ella:Secretadmirer?

Me:NoStalker

Ella:What?



Me:thepersonfirstsentmeflowers.Theywere

signed"M.M"

Ella:Musais"M.M"

Me:Itwasn'thim.

Ella:That'sweird.

Me:Iknowright.Canyouthinkofany"M.M?"

Ella:No.

Me:thisiscreepy.

Ella:Iknowright.

Me:I'llthrowthoseaway..

Ella:Thesearecute.

Me:keepthemthen.

Ella:doesMusaknow?

Me:He'shiredsecurity..

Ella:yougoingtobeguarded24/7

Me:UntilIknowwhothepersonis.



Ella:Cassieagain?

Me:Idoubt.She'snotsostupid.

Ella:Butwhothen?

Me:IDon'tknow.

Ella:MaybekeGloria.

Me:She'sintheforlife..Shecan'tevenbe

grantedparoleduetootherchargesthatcame

up.

Ella:okaysoit'sdefinitelynother.

Me:Okay.Ellalet'sthink.

Wetriedbutnoonecametomind.Wehad

lunchandwhenIgothome,Musawassleeping.

Hewasexhausted.IgrabbedmytowelsoI

couldgoshoweragaincozIwasfeelingvery

hot.AsIgrabbedmyfacewash...

Musa:Areweback?



Me:younotsleeping?

Musa:justrestingmyeyes.

IputdownthethingsIhadinmyhandand

crawledtohimthenkissedhim.

Me:hellobaby.

Musa:HeyMrsMabasa.

Me:howareyousir?

Musa:I'mFine.HowwaslunchwithElla?

Isighed.

Musa:Y'allhadafight?

Me:Nope.Mystalkersentanothergift.

Musa:whatthistime?



Me:shells.

Musa:Seashells?

Inodded

Me:ThepersonknowswewereinMozambique.

Musa:Babythisisserious.

Me:Iknow.

Musa:okaymaybeweneedtogetaprivate

investigator.

Me:Thepersonwillshowupsoon.

Musa:Yourlifeisatrisk.

Me:babystopwastingmoney.

Iwastiredactually.



Musa:thisisserious.

Me:Andeventually,thestalkerwillshowup.

Musa:Yousure?

Me:Yes.

Musa:Butthebodyguardanddriveraren'tgoing.

Me:Iknowthat.

Musa:andI'llgetreadyforwar.

Ididn'tlikethesoundofthat.

Me:I'mgoingtoshower.

Musa:canIcome?

Me:Nope.

Musa:Whynot?

Me:CozIsaidso..

Musa:youknowI'mgoingtocomeanywayright?



Ilaughed

Me:justcome..Andexpectnothing.

Musa:aftertheweekendwehad,Istillneedto

getmyenergyback.

Me:AndIneedtopreparemyselfforthe

presentationwehave.

Musa:Ihopeyouguyschangedtheconcept.

Me:Nowedidn't.

Musa:Rea,that'snotwhattheclientwants.

Me:Really?

Musa:yes.Itoldyouguystofindanotherway

to...

Me:That'saperfectconcept.Itsgoingtowork.

Musa:No.That'snot...

Me:I'mnotdiscussingthiswithyou.Wenotat



work.

HekeptquietcozheknewIwasright.

Me:Canwegoseethetwinsaftertheshower?

Musa:Yes.

Me:Thankyou.

Wetookareallyquickoneandwhenwegotto

mum's..Theyweremorethanhappytoseeus.

Lwandile:Wherewereyou?

Luyanda:youforgotaboutus?

Mum:theydid.

Lwandile:youdidMsKelly?

Me:No.



Luyanda:Dad?

Musa:nowedidn't.

Lwandile:theydidn'tkoko.

Mum:okay.I'llcallyoubackin.Iwanttotalkto

them.

Luyanda:Okay.

Theyranoff.

Mum:Musa?

Musa:Mama?

Mum:Areyoutwohusbandandwife?

Musa:Yesma'am.

ShewasstartingtosoundlikeElla.



Mum:andyoutwoareawarethatyouhavekids?

Musa:Yesma'am.

Mum:HowmanyRea?

Me:2ma..

Mum:Ohyouknowthatyouareamother?

Me:Yes.

Mum:Thenwhydoyoutwoactlikeyounot

parents.YoutwoActlikeyoujustmeteach

other

Nowedidn't.

Mum:okay,youcangoaway,Ilovespending

timewithmygrandkidsbutcallthem.YouDon't

dothat.Doyou?

Me:Mama.

Mum:assoonasyougettotheairport,it's



aboutyoutwo.

Wekeptquiet.

Mum:canyoutwostartactinglikeparents?

Imeanshefetchedthemallthetime.What

werewesupposetodo?

Musa:Okayma.That'sall?

Mum:YesMusathat'sall.

Musa:weheardyouma.

Hewassopolite

Mum:Wifedidyouhearme?



Ialmostgiggled.Mumthough

Me:yesmaIdid.

Mum:good..

Me:Wearetakingourkidshome.

Mum:Iknowthey'llbehereonThursday.What's

next?Mexico?

Ilookedathim.

Me:We'vealwayswantedtovisitMexicohey.

Hetriedtohidehissmileandturnedtomum.

Mum:Rea!



Musa:wenotgoinganywherema.

Mum:Good.

Me:Ithinkweneedtogohomenow.Lwa!Lu!

Theyraninwiththeirbags.

Me:Timetogohome..

Lwandile:byekoko.

Luyanda:seeyoukoko.

Theyhuggedher.

Me:byema..

Mum:byeRea..ByebyeMusa.

Musa:byema.



Shewalkedusoutandweleft.Whenwegot

home,thetwinswerealreadyasleepsowe

didn'tevenspendtimewiththem.Wedrove

themtoschoolthenextdayandMusacalleda

meeting2hoursbeforethepresentation.

Musa:youwillallneedtoworkthroughthis

Again.I'mgoingtocallMrHolmesand

reschedule.

Me:Noyouwon't.

Musa:YesIwill.Thiswontwork.

Gerald:ButSir,thisisanewconceptthatMs

KellyandMsCharmainethoughtthrough.Itwill

work..

Musa:Gerald,youknowhowHolmesis.

Me:Mu..MrMabasa.

Iquicklycorrectedmyself.



Me:Justletushavethepresentation.

Charmaine:Wereallybelieveitwillworkout

Imeanwhywashebeingsodifficult?Iwas

gettingpissedbutkeptitin.

Musa:Ifwedon'tbagthis...

Me:Wewill.

Musa:Youbetter.Wenotheretolosemoney.

Iwatchedhishandsomeselfwalkout.They

lookedatCharmaineandI.

Gerald:YouknowyouneedtoaceitrightMs

Kelly?

Me:WewillG.Don'tworry.



WelefttheboardroomandIhadmy

presentationafteranhourandahalf.30

minutesafterthepresentation,wewerecalled

intotheboardroom.MusawasseriousAF!My

word.Hekepthiseyesonus.

Charmaine:ohcrap.Withtheentireofficehere?

Me:Justbreathe.

Shedid..IlikeCharmaine.Shewaslesbian.Got

rapedwhenshewas17,hadababybyher

uncleandhatedbeingwithamaneversince..

Musa:Okay.Itakeitweallhere.

Wewere.



Musa;Rightso...

Hewasstillveryserious.

Musa:MsCharmaineandMsKelly,youbagged

it.

Me:Ohwedid?

Iwasbeingsarcastic.Giggles.

Musa:Yesyoudid.Welldoneladies.

Aroundofapplauseforus.

Musa:Drinksandsnackswillbeservedshortly

andIthinkwecancallitadayat15:00today.



Thestafflookedhappy.Hewasagreatboss.

Nolie.

Musa:enjoy!

Anotherroundofapplauseandhecameto

congratulateus

Charmaine:Thankyousir.

Shethenmovedfromus.

Musa:Welldone.

Me:Thankyou.Ihaveameetingtogetto.SoI'll

seeyouathome?

Musa:Besafe.Loveyou.

Me:Loveyoutoo.



Iwenttogetmythingsandwasdriventomy

nextmeeting.Afterthat,Ihadtogobuyafew

thingsfordinnerandtoldChris.Mybodyguard

tonotcomewithme.Iwasatamallfor

heaven'ssake.IpickedafewthingsandasI

struggledtochoosebetweenbluechesseand

Lwandile's1000Islandsauce.

"Didyoulikemygifts?"

Igottheshockofmylife.MyheartAlmost

stopped.Hehadgrown.Hisvoicewasdeeper.

Me:Soitwasyou.WhydidntEllaandIthinkof

it.MondeMalope.

Heclearedhisthroat.



Monde:Weren'tyousupposetowaitforme?
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Me:Waitforyou?

Monde:yes.

Me:Areyoucrazy?

Monde;Maybe.

Me:Monde,youleftwhenIwas21,youwere23.

Monde:Iknowthat.

Me:YouwenttogoworkinLesothoandnever

cameback.



Monde:I'mbacknow.

Me:after8years?

Monde:Youlookbeautiful.

Me:Don'tyoudaretouchme.

Hekepthishandback.

Me:Stayawayfromme.

Monde:Rememberweusedtotalkaboutthe

future.Howwe'dgetmarriedand....

Me:Lifehappens.I'mmarriedtosomeoneelse

now.

Monde:Youweren'tsupposetodothat.

Me:Tohellwithyou.

Ipickedmybasket.



Monde:Rea.

Me:Don'ttouchme!Damnit!

Monde:Rea.

Me:MondeI'llscream.LeaveMealone.

Heletmyhandgo

Me:Getalife!Andstopstalkingme!OrelseI'll

haveyouarrestedMonde.

Ilefthimthere..Paidforthethingsandwas

drivenhome..Musawaswatchingtheboysrace

intheirminicars.

Me:Hey!Younotsupposetodothat!

Musa:letthekidsbe!

Me:Lwandilestopit!LuyandaI'llsmackyou!



Theystoppedanddroveproperly!

Musa:Letthekidsbe.

Me:No.I'mnotraisingrecklessdrivers.

Musa:okay..hellobaby

Me:Hey.

Musa:What'swrong?

Heknewmetoowell.

Me:Iknowwhomystalkeris.

Musa:How?

Me:heshowedup..

Musa:"he?"

Hewasgettingangry.



Me:Calmdown!

Musawassopossessive.

Musa:Whoishe?

Me:He'smyex.

Musa:Whatex?

Me:BeforeImetyouIhadaboyfriend.

Musa:Wait...theLesothoguy?

Me:Yesthatone.

Musa:heleftyou8yearsAgo.

Me:Iknowbaby.

Musa:Hebetternotfuckwithme.

Hemeantit



Musa:ShouldILetyouhandlethis?

Inodded.

Musa:Andifyoufail...

Me:I'llletyoutakecareofit.

Musa:thankyou.

Me:Pleasure.

Hewasseriousasaheartattack.

Me:I'mgoingtocooknow.

Musa:don'tthinkyoushould

Me:Whynot?

Musa:cozwegoingout.



Me:andyoudidn'ttellmethiswhy?.

Musa:Ijustdid.

Me:What'stheoccasion?

Musa:youbaggingit

Me:Ohthat!Wellinthatcase....youlookalikes!

Theyalllaughed.

Lwandile:TwinsMsKelly.

Me:Come!

Theyrantowardsme.

Me:Bathtime.

Lwandile:It's16:30.

Me:Noitsnot.It's17:30



Luyanda:arewegoingsomewhere?

Me:Yes.

Luyanda:ComeLwa.

Theyranin.

Me:denimtornjeans,blueshirtswiththelittle

pocketsandconverseshoes.

Musa:Forwho?

Me:Yoursons.

Musa:whydontyoudoit?

Me:cozI'mgoingtobath.

Musa:AmIpayingforsayingyourconcept

won'twork?

Me:smartman..

WebothlaughedandIwenttobath.WhenI



wasdone,thetwinswerenicelydressed.

Me:Lookinggoodfellas.

Lu:ThankyouMsKelly.

Lwa:Wherearewegoing?

Me:Thankme.

Lwa:ThankyouMsKelly.

Me:Wegoingoutfordinner.

Lu:Pizza?

Me:no..

Lwa:Wherearewegoingthen?

Me:whatdoyouwanttobewhenyougrowup?

Lwa:FBIagent.

Me:Okay.Youwatchtoomanymovies.Gosit

down.I'llgetyouguyssnacks.

Lu:Okay.



Theywenttothelounge,IgotthemsnacksAnd

wewaitedfordadtofinishBathingthenweleft.

Musa:andwhereto?

Lu:Toplay..

Me:Besafe.

Lwa:OkayMsKelly.

Theyquicklydrankupandranoffagain.

Me:Icouldusewiththeirenergy.

Musa:Yourtimeisup.

Me:tellmeaboutit.

Musa:areyouokay?

Me:Iam.



IcouldseetheboysfromwhereIwassitting.

Musa:Yousure?.

Me:Relieved..AtleastIknowwhowasstalking

me

Musa:That'sall?.

Me:I'mreallynotfeelingokay.

Musa:Why?

Me:Idon'tknow.

Musa:Doctor?

Me:I'llbefine.

IfeltreallysickafterIsawMonde.

Me:CanIhavethat?



Musa:No.

Itookoneofhiswings.

Musa:Hey!

Me:it'smynight.

Musa:Thenorderyourown

Me:What'syoursismine.

Musa:notwhenitcomestomyBuffalowings.

Me:Beagoodhusband.

Wehadsuchagreatnight.Thenextmorning,I

didn'tevenwanttogotoworkbuthadto.

Mello:Sister!

Me:Hey!



Iwassohappytoseeher.

Mello:Hereyougo

Me:What'sthis?

Mello:Chocolatehao.Youtoldmeyou'dlike

some.SoIboughtyouyourownboxsoyoucan

stayawayfrommine.

Shegavemetheslip.

Mello:EFT.

Ilaughed.

Me;Nogoingtohappen.

Mello:Iknowitwon't.Solisten,myhusband



andIaregoingtoNigeria.

Shewasbraggingwhenshesaid"husband".

Mello:Icametosay"bye"

Me:Whenareyoucomingback?

Mello:Afteraweek.

Me:Imgoingtomissyou.

Mello:Comewithme..

Me:Iwish.Ihavealottodo.

Mello:I'llbringyousomethingnice.

Me:Youbetter.

Shegiggled..IwalkedheroutandwhenIwent

backtitheoffice,FridasaidIhadacall.



Me:ReabilweMabasahello.

"Hi,It'sMonde"

Me:hi.

Monde:Howareyou?

Me:Didn'tItellyoutoleavemealone?

Monde:Iknow.

Me:So?

Monde:Justtwominutes.

Me:Whatdoyouwant?

Monde:Somethingyousaidyou'llkeepforme.

Me:what?

Monde:Ifyoudon'tdoitthenIwon'tstop.

Me:OkayI'mhangingup.

Monde:Onenightofpleasurewithyou.
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Ilaughed.

Me:Areyoucrazy?

Monde:I'mserious.

Me:Okaybye.

Monde:ReaI'mserious.

Me:Okay.

Ihungupandlaughed..Iwasbeingtestedreally.

Mynotificationtonewentoff.Itookmubag

andwenttoMusa'soffice.

Me:Bye.

Musa:"bye?"

Me:Ihaveacheckup.



Musa:willyoubeFine?

Me:Yep.

Musa:Yousure?

Inodded..

Me:I'lltalktoyoulater.

Musa:Okaybaby.

Me:Bye.

Ilefttheofficeandwenttothedoctor.

Dr:howareyoufeeling?

Me:justsick.

Dr:let'ssee.Symptoms?

Me:justfeelreallysick.



Shegiggled.

Dr:Youknowyougoingtohavetobemore

specific.

Me:Headaches,Ijustcomplicate.

Dr:Okay.

Shecheckedmeup.

Dr:Flu.

Me:Thoughtasmuch.

Dr:Buttakethis.

Itwasapregnancytest.



Me:Notagain!

Dr:fornow.Wegoingtorunbloodtestsaswell.

ShedrewasampleofbloodfrommeandIwent

toherbathroomforthetest

Me:IJustgotoffmypillyouknow.

Dr:Exactly!

Me:Idoubtitwillhappensosoon

Dr:somegetpregnantoncontraceptivesRea.

Thesethingsaren't100%accurate.Alotstill

needstobeachievedinthemedicalworld.

Me:Iguessso.

Dr:anditsnegative.

Me:Ididsay.

Dr:don'tbetooexcited.Stilltakingyourblood

infortests.



Me:sameresults.

Shesmiled.

Dr:Here'syourprescription!

Me:Thankyou.

Dr:Howaretheboysdoing?

Me:growingup!Gettingnaughtier.

Icouldfeelmyfacerelax.

Dr:lookatyou!Youlightenupwhenyoutalk

aboutthem

Me:YouknowhowIwasafterIlostmyfirst

child.

Dr:Iremember.



Shehadbeenmydoctorsincethefirst

pregnancy.ShewassadthatIhadlostthechild

inMpumalanga

Dr:stillbreaksmyheart.

Me:It'sokay.IfithappenedhereI'msureyou

wouldhavesavedhim.Anyway..

Ilookedatmywatch.

Me:Ineedtogobacktowork.

Dr:I'veprescribedmedicinethatwon'tbe

harmfultothebaby.

Ilaughed.

Me:ifthereisoneandit'snotababyyet.



Dr:Reagetthoseatthedispensaryandgoto

work

Me:finethankyou.

Dr:Andeat!

Me:Gotit.

Ileftherofficeandwentbacktowork.At

around15:00,Iheardlittlevoicesaskingforme.

Lwa:isshehere?

Frida:yessheis.Goaheadandknock.

Lu:MsKelly!

Me:I'mhere

Thedoorslowlyopened.

Lu:helloMsKelly.



Me:heyboys

Lwa;howareyouMsKelly?

Me:I'mfine.WhatareYouguysdoinghere?

Lu:Wecametoseeyou..

Me:really?

Lu:Yes.

Me:Howwasschool?

Lwa:itwasfine..

Lu:itwasboring

Me:youknowyougoingtomorrowright?

Hesatbackonthecouch.Hisbodylanguage

saiditall

Me:Andwhobroughtyouhere?

Lwa:UncleFreddie.



Me:Ohokay.

Oneofthedrivers

Me:Areyouguyshungry?

Theybothnodded.

Me;Comethen.

Icouldn'tworkanymore.Iknewthat.Igrabbed

mypurse.

Lu:Areyousick?

Me:no.

Lu:thenwhydoyouhavemedicine?



Me:oh.FluYanda

Lu:youwenttothedoctor?

Me:yes.

Lwa:withoutus?

Me:Youwereatschool.

Lu:whydidn'tyouwaitforustocomeback?

Me:butwhy?

Lwa:sothatwecangetsweetsMsKelly!

Ilaughed.

Me;let'sgogetyoufoodokay?Youwanttogo

greetyourdadfirst?

Theyshooktheirheads.Theywerereallyhungry,

weleftmyofficeandwalkedtowardsthe

receptiontogettothecafeteria.



Musa:andI'mnotinvited?

Lu:Dad!

Theybothranintohisarmsandhepickedthem

up

Musa:soIaskUncleFreddietopickyouup

fromschoolandthefirstpersonyougotois

yourmother?

Theynodded.

Musa:Oh!Ouch

ThetwinsandIgiggled.



Lu:wewantedtoseeMsKellyfirst

Lwa:shesaidshe'ssick.

Musa:Shewenttothedoctor.

Lwa:canwetakeherhome?

Ohwow!Finallymykidscaredforme.Who

wouldhavethought?

Musa:Iguessyoucan.

Me:Andwhataboutyourfood?

Lu:We'lleatathome.

Me:Okay.Let'sgofetchmythingsthen..

TheirdadputthemDownandtheyranbackto

theoffice.

Musa:whatdidthedoctorsay?



Me:flu.

Musa:willyoubefine?

Me:Ishouldbe.I'llseeyouathomeokay?

Musa:okaybaby.

Iwenttothetwins,theyhadalreadytakenMy

bagandlaptopandmyassigneddrivertookus

home.Imadethemfoodandwewenttowatch

moviesinthelounge.Theirdadcamebackan

hourandahalflaterandIwenttomakehim

somethingtoeataswellandwejustchilled

withtheboys.TheyweretalkingcrazyIdidn't

evenknowwhy.Theysleptataround20:00and

wewenttobedanhourlater.

Musa:Youreallydon'tlookfine..

Me:IDon'tfeelfine.Blockednose.Myeyeshurt

now.Mythroathurts.



Musa:canIgetyousomething?

Me:no.

Musa:yousure?

Me:I'msure..Mustbenicetobeyou.

Musa:Why?

Me:Babyyouhardlygetsick

Musa:myimmunesystemisstrong..

Igiggled.

Me:Wow!Okay.

Musa:butI'mserious..

Me:SoMondecalled

Musa:oh?

Me:hesaid,inorderforhimtoleavemealone,

hewantsanightofpleasure



Helaughed.

Musa:Isyourexcrazy?

Me:Mustbe.

Musa:Andwhatdidyousay?

Me:Ilaughedthesameyoudid.Monde'scrazy.

Iwontstressmyselfabouthim

Musa:Noyoudon't.Iwilldothestressing

Wechangedthetopicandeventuallyslept.At

around2,Iwokeupfeelingthirsty,wentto

checkontheboysandwenttothekitchento

getwater.Ilookedforsomethingtosnackon

asIwasfeelingveryhungry.

"Goodmorning"



Ifeltmyheartstopthenitstartedbeatingfaster

asIturned.

Me:Areyoucrazy?

Monde:aboutyouyes.

Me:Howthehelldidyougetinhere?

Monde:doesn'tmatter.Icametofetchyou.
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Hegrabbedmyhandandmybackhitagainst

thefridge.

Monde:kissme!

Me:fuckyou!



Monde:Rea!

HetriedtogettomylipsbutIkeptmovingmy

face.

Me:Musa!

Monde:stopit!

Me:Musa!

AshetriedtopickmeupImanagedtousemy

kneeandithitagainsthisstomach,hegotoff

meandfelldown

Me:Musa!

IrantogetafryingpantohithimwithandasI

turned,Isawhimgooutthewindowand



immediatelyafterhedisappeared...

Musa:Rea?

Hewasstillsleepy.

Musa:babyareyouokay?

Mybreathingratewasfast.

Musa:whatareyoudoingwithapan?Don'ttell

meyoucalledmeheresoIcanmakeyoufood.

Istartedbreathingright.

Me:Mondewashere.



HisfaceChanged.

Musa:inmyhouse?

Inodded.

Musa:intheweehoursofthemorning?

Me:yes

Hechuckled.

Musa:youknowI'mgoingtokillhimright?

Hewasasseriousasaheartattack.



Musa:gobacktobedIneedtothinkaboutthis.

Ohcrap!

Me:Musa...

Musa:Reabilwegotobed!

Hehadspoken.Itookanotherbottleofwater,

wenttocheckonmyboysagainandIcouldn't

sleep.Whenthealarmwentoff,Ididn'tgetup.I

wasn'tgoingtoworkandmyboysweren'tgoing

toschool.WhoknewwhatMondehaduphis

sleeves.

Musa:younotgoingtowork?

Ishookmyhead,hewasinthebedroom.Ididn't

evenhearhimcomein.



Musa:I'llstaywithyou

Me:I'llbefine.

Musa:yousure?

Inodded.

Me:Youtightenedupsecurityatwork.Canyou

doithereathome?

Musa:okaybaby.

Me:thankyou.

Musa:WhatdoyouknowaboutMonde?

Me:Notmuch.

Musa:Hisparentshouse.Couldbewherehis

hiding.

Ishookmyhead.



Me:WhenhemovedtoLesotho,heleftwithhis

mum.Theysoldthathouse.

Musa:Aunts?Uncles?

Me:Idon'tknow.

Musa:I'llgethisnumberfromtheoffice.Im

sureyoudon'thaveit.

Me:NoIdon't.

Musa:Okaybaby.

Iputmyheaddownagain.

Musa:I'llbebackbefore13:00

Me:Okay.

Musa:Andpleaseeat.

Me:Iwill.

Musa:Iloveyou.



Me:Iloveyoutoobaby.

Hewenttoshowerthenleftforwork..Luwas

veryhappyaboutnotgoingtoschool.

Lwa:areyoustillsick?

Me:YesIam..

Lu:Whyareyoureyesred?

Me:Ididn'tsleepmuchbaby.

Lu:why?

Me:Icouldn'tsleep.

Lwa:SorryMsKelly.

Me:itsokay.Youtwowantfood?

Theynodded.



Lu:Porridge..

Lwa:Withpeanutbutter

Me:Okay.Let'sgo..

Imadethemporridgeanddecidedtoclean

whiletheywatchedTV.Igottextsandpics

fromMello.Shewashavingfun.Sheloved

goingtoherin-lawsanyway.AsIwascleaning

thekitchen,Igotacallfrommydoctor'soffice.

Me:Goodmorning.

Dr:morningRea.Yourresultsareback.

Me:Soquick?

Dr:YesMrs.Youwanttocomethrough?

Me:Ican't.Canyoujustgivethemtomeover

thephone?

Dr:wellokay.I'llkeepthemforyou.



Me:Thankyou.

Dr:Youarepregnant.

Me:What?

Dr:Yes.

Me:Howmanyweeks?

Dr:Two.

Me:Ijuststoppedtakingthepillaweekago

Dr:youmissedsomedays?

Yes.YesIdid.

Me:ummmsometimes.

Dr:wellthen.Congratulations.Iwantyouto

comeinokay?SoIcanmakesureyouokay.

Me:okaythankyou.

Dr:Haveagreatday.



Me:Youtoo.

Iwassuddenlyecstatic.Icouldn'twaitforMusa

tocomehome.Thetwinsdidn'thavetimefor

me.Theyhadmoviestocatchupon.Iwentto

bathandchilledwiththemaftercleaning.At

around13:30,Musacameback.

Musa:Boys.

Lu&Lwa:Hellodad.

Stillpayingattentiontotheirmovie.

Musa:Itsoneofthosedays?

Me:Yep.

Musa:Wanttogooutside?

Me:Gochangefirst.



Musa:Okaybaby.

5minuteslater,wewerechillingoutside.

Me:Howwaswork?

Musa:Fine.

Me:And?

Musa:andIgotsomeonetolookintoMonde.

Thenumbershecalledyouwithareu

untraceable.He'sasmartone.

Me:sowehavenoleads?

Musa:Fornow.

Me:okay.Let'snottalkabouthim

Iwasn'tstressingaboutMonde.

Musa:Andhowwerethefirstfewhourswithout



me?

Igiggled.

Musa:Forsomeonewhowasattackedyoulook

happy.

Me:LifeisaBeautifulgift.

Ismiledandheshotasmileback.Hewasstill

Inthedarkbutseeingmesmilehadhimhappy.

Me:Rightsoyouready?

Musa:For?

Me:forhittingbabyshopsandsleeplessnights.

Hisfacelitup.



Musa:what!

Me:ShecalledtotellmeI'mpregnant.

Musa:Babythat'sgreat.

Hewassuddenlyonhiskneesreachingformy

lips.Ifeltthewarmthofhisheartandbody.

Thismanreallylovedme.Nodoubt.The

amountoflovehehadformegaveme

goosebumps.

2weekslater,nowordfromMonde.Iwas

enjoyingtheearlystagesofmypregnancy.Was

verycareful.Miscarryingcausesawomantobe

veryinsecurewitheverypregnancy.Onthat

particularday,Idrovemyselftomygynae.

Everythingwasfine.AssoonasIsteppedout,I

sawMondestandingoutsidemycar.Iwasn't



goingtoliveinfearbecauseofhim.

Me:Move.

Monde:No.

Me:MondedamnitMove!

Monde:no.Let'stalk.

Me:No.

Monde:Readon'tmakemedothistoyou.

Me:Mondemove.I'llkickyourballsthistime!

Monde:whyareyoualwaysvisitingthedoctor?

Me:That'snoneofyourbusiness.

Monde:Areyoupregnant?

Ifoldedmyarms.

Monde:SoIwasright!



Andoutofnowhere,heforcefullygrabbedme

andasIwastryingtofighthimoffme,he

injectedsomethinginmeandthenextthing,I

knewIwasinmygynae'sbed.

Dr:Rea.

Me:Whathappened?

Dr:Someonetriedtoattackyoubuttheguards

wereabletoseehimandheranoffbeforethey

couldcatchhim.

Me:What?Ismybabyfine?Whatdidhedo?

Dr:heinjectedaveryharmfulandfast

substanceinyourbody.Wealmostlostyouas

youwerestrugglingtobreathe.

Me:Okaybutwearefinenowright?

Dr:You'llbefine.

Me:"you'll?"



Dr:Youlostthebaby.
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Me:Pleasecheckagain.

Dr:Rea,don'tdothistoyourself.

Ididn'tknowhowtofeel..

Dr:I'veCalledMusa.He'sonhisway.Ididn'ttell

himaboutthechild.Toldhimyoucollapsed.

Me:pleasecheckagain.

Dr:Rea...

Me:Please.



SheputgelonmybodyandIturnedmyheadto

thescreen.

Me:There'snothingthere.

Dr:Rea

Me:Maybethisthingisbroken.

Dr:Reaplease.

Shewipedthegeloffmybelly.

Dr:You'llbefine.Ipromise.

Icouldfeelthelumpinmythroat..Whyme?I

hatedMonde,Ihatedhimsomuch.Ihatedhim

witheverythinginme.

Dr:we'vecleanedyouupOkay?



Ifeltmycheekswet.

Dr:justdrinkup.

IshookMyhead.

Dr:OkayI'llletyoubeokay.

Ikeptquietandturnedmyfacetothewindow.

10minutesLater,Musawasnexttome.

Musa:Baby?

Ikeptmyeyesonthewindow



Musa:Where'sthesecurityteam?

Itookadeepbreath.

Me:Igavethemthedayoffandcamehere

alone.

Musa:what?Rea...younotsupposetodothat.

Anyway...areyouandthebabyfine?

Ikeptquiet.

Musa:Rea?

Itookanotherdeepbreath.

Me:Mondefollowedmehere...



Iwastearingupagain...

Me:thenwegotintoafight.Itriedtofightback

butheinjectedsomesubstanceintomybody

andI....I....

Musa:Didhehurtyou?

Me:Ilostourbaby.

Musa:What?

Itwasaverysad"what?"

Me:I'msosorry.

Hewasquietnow.Hesatbackandminutes

later,hegrabbedhiscarkeysandlefttheroom.

Igotupfromthebedandputmyshoeson.My

doctorcameinafewminuteslater.



Dr:Rea?

Me:canIgohome?

Dr:no.Wetransferringyoutoanearbyhospital

Me:ButI'mfine.

Dr:Wearekeepingyouthereforthenight.

Me:Okay..

Dr:Theambulanceishere.

Me:Whataboutmycar?

Dr:Musasaidhe'llcallsomeonetofetchit.

Me:okay.

Iwastakentothehospital.Theyranafewtests

whenIgotthereandIfoundMelloandTshego

inmywardwhenIwentback.

Mello:heySissy



Shelookedsoworried.Tshego'seyeswere

bloodshotred.

Me:Hey.

Mello:areyoufine?

Ishookmyhead.IwastearingUp.

Me:TheonethinghewantedsomuchMello,I

couldn'tgiveittohim.Icouldn'tkeepmychild

safefrom...I'msuchabadwife.

Mello:Don'tdothattoyourself..

Me:Itsthetruth..

Mello:Youdidn'taskforthistohappen.You

didn'tknowyou'dmiscarry..

Tshego:IsitTruethatMondedidthis?



Inodded.

Mello:TsheposaidMusacalledhimandtold

him.Theyarelookingforhimnow.

Me:Okay.

Tshego:whendidhecomeback?

Me:Idon'tknow..

Mello:Isheyourex?

Tshego:yes.HeleftforLesothowhenshewas

21

Mello:Whatthehell?

Tshego:Iknow.

Tshegowasreallysad.Iwasjusttryingtobe

strong.IreallywasbutIjustwantedtocry



Mello:You'llbefine.

Me:IJustneedtorest.

Mello:okayweboughtyouclothes.

TheyhadboughtmenewPJsandtracksuits.

Me:Thankyou.

Tshego:andhere'syourtoiletrybag.

Me:Thankssis

Tshego:Rea..

Me:Yes?

Tshego:Youneedtoletitout.

That'stheproblemwithTshego.Sheknewme

well



Me:CanIjustrest?

Mello:Okay.

Me:Canyoufetchmetomorrow?

IwasaskingMello.Tshegohadababytotake

careof

Mello:Youdon'twantMusatofetchyou?

Me:Ican'tfacehimyet.

Mello:Okaythen.Weloveyou.

Me:Ilovey'alltoo.

Theybothhuggedmeandleft.TrustMusato

sendmybodyguardtostandOutsidemyward.I

actuallycriedmyselftosleep.Thathadtaken

mebacktothathorribleplace.TothatplaceI



didn'twanttogobackto.Thenextmorning,I

wenttobathandwaitedforMello,Iwouldhave

easilyleftwithmybodyguardbutIdidn'twant

to.

Mello:Heysis.

Me:Heysis.

Mello:howareyoufeelingtoday?

Me:Idon'tknow.

Mello:Didyoueat?

Me:Idid.

Mello:HorriblefoodRight?

Ismiled...

Mello:let'sgo.Forrealbreakfast.



Wewenttogetmymedicationandmy

bodyguarddrovebehindustosomerestaurant.

Melloorderedusfood.

Me:Where'sMusa?

Mello:Idon'tknow..

Me:heDidn'tcomelastnight.MelloIthinkhe

hatesme.

Mello:Nohedoesn't.

Me:hedoes..Whyhasn'thecalledme?

Myphonerang

Mello:There.

Me:Itsnothim.Idon'tknowThenumber.

Mello:Okayjustansweryourphone.

Me:noMello.



Mello:Rea...

Iansweredit.

Me:Hello.

"Heyit'sme"

Me:Fuckyou.

Monde:Thelittlebastardisoutoftheway.We

canstartourlifeashusbandandwifenow.
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Ihungup.

Mello:what'sMusasaying?



Me:Mello.Itsnothim.It'sMonde.

Shequicklysnatchedmyphoneanddid

something.Ididn'tevenWanttoask.probably

blockedthenumber.

Me:Canwegohomenow?

Mello:Toyourhouse?

Me:Please..

Mello:Okay.

Weaskedfordoggybagsandwewenttomy

house.MumwastherewiththeTwins.

Me:mama.

Iranintoherarms.



Mum:Ohbaby.

Iletitout.Iwasinmymother'sarmsafterall.

Mum:It'sokay.

Isobbedinherarmsandshewasabletocalm

medown.

Mum:ItsokayRea.

Ishookmyhead.

Mello:Here.



Shepassedmeabottleofwater.

Mum:breatheandrestokay?

Inodded.

Mum:goon.

MelloandIwenttothebedroom.

Mello:PleaseEat.

Ilookedatthefood.

Mello:Readontmakemeslapyou.



Thewayshesaiditmademegiggle.

Mello:Andthat'showyoudealwithpain.You

laughabit.

Me:Goingthroughsomethingtwiceisnotthe

greatestthingInlife.

Mello:butyouknowhowtodealwiththepain.

True.

Mello:youknowhowIdealtwithit?

Me:Youmiscarried?

Mello:twice.BeforeIevenmetMike.Idateda

veryabusiveguy.

Me:Andhe'sthecause?

Shenodded.



Me:Imsorry.

Mello:ItsOkay..Anyway,Iwenttobuyallthe

ingredientsIneededtomakesqho.

Ilaughed.SoundedjustlikeTshepo.

Mello:I'mtellingastorydon'tlaugh.

Me:Imsorry.

Mello:soImadeadrumfullofthatanditlast

meforweeks.

Me:Diditmakethepaingoaway?

Mello:Nope.Itmadeitworse.

Igavememyfood.

Mello:Socryifyouhaveto.Scream!Break



dishes.Lashoutbutdon'tblameyourselfforit.

Me:Ishouldn'thavetoldsecuritytostayaway.

Mello:youdidn'tknowthiswouldhappenRea.

Youdidn't.Andyouneedyourspacetoo.You

can'thavetoughmenwalkingbehindyouallthe

time.He'sveryhotbythewayhey.

Ilaughed.

Me:Pleasestay.

Mello:Iwillcomehereeverydaytillyoufine.

Mumisheretotakecareofyou.

Me:Youpromise?

Mello:Ipromise..

Me:okay.

Mello:eatnow.

Me:Ican't.



Ihadnoappetite.

Me:IdontknowwhereMusais.

Mello:Musaisfine

Me:Howsureareyou?

Mello:Rea,heiswithTshepowhereheis.

Me:yousure?

Mello:Imsure.

Me:okay.

Mello:nowsleepsinceyoudontwanttoeat.

Me:CanIjustseemysons?

Mello:Didyouseehowsadtheywerewhenyou

brokedownandcried?

Ididnt.



Mello:Rea,stopbeingstubbornandrest.

Iwaslosing.IwasforcedtorestevenifIdidn't

wantto.WhenIwokeup,Mumwascooking.

Me:IsMusabackyet?

Mum:NoRea.

Me:mumwhereishe?

Mum:IDon'tknow..hesaidhe'sgoingout.

Me:Since?

Mum:Sincethemorning.Hespentthenightin

thestudyandleftthismorning.

Me:mama...

Iwascryingagain.



Me:Mumpleasetellmewhereheis.

Mum:ReababyIDon'tknow.Hewasonthe

phonewithTshepowhenheleft.

Me:hecouldbehurtwhereheisma..

Mum:nonegativethoughtsRea.

Iwasstressedout.Really.

Me:Okay.

MyphoneranginmyhoodieandIjumpedup.I

quicklytookitoutandsawBonga'sname.

Me:Hello.

Bonga:R.

Me:HeyB

Bonga:Areyouokay?



Me:I'llbefine.

Heclearedhisthroat.

Bonga:Rea!

Me:Hey.

Bonga:what'swrong?

Me:Bonga,Idon'twantgotalkaboutitnow.

Bonga:ThinkIshouldcomethereafterwork?

Me:Wellyoucan

Bonga:Okaythen.

Me:I'llseeyouwhenyougethere.

Bonga:Rea?

Me:B?

Bonga:Whateveritis.Pleaseeat.

Me:Okay.



Ihungupandwentbacktomum.Thetwins

kepttheireyesonmetheentiretime.They

wantedtosaysomething',theywantedtoask

questionsbutdidn'tknowhowtogoaboutand

doit.Therestoftheafternoonwasjust

weird.Bongacamethroughafterwork.Hewas

shockedtoLearnaboutMonde'sbehavior.

Mumandtheboyswenttobedataround22:00

andIjuststayedinbed.Endlesstearsrolling

downmyeyes.ThelightcameonandIquickly

turnedmyeyestothedoor.

Musa:hey!

Hepulledmeintohisarms.

Musa:Stopcrying.

Me:I'msosorry.



Musa:it'snotyourfault.

Me:It'snot?

Idrewbackandhewipedthetearsoffmyface.

Musa:youthoughteverythingisbacktonormal

sincehewasntharassingyouanymore.

Me:Iwassoworriedaboutyou.Wherehave

youbeen?

Hetookhisjacketoff.

Me:Musa?

Musa:Baby?

Me:you?

Musa:lookedforhimtillIfoundhim,wehada

physicalfalloutthenburiedhimaliveyes.He



probablytookhislastbreathafewminutesago.
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Me:youdid?

Hetookhisdirtyshirtoff.

Musa;Idid.I'llbeback..Ineedtoburnthis.

Me:okay.

About25minuteslater,hecameback.

Musa:Come.

Me:where?



Musa:tobath.

Igotupfrombedandfollowedhimtothe

bathroom.

Musa:Isthewaterwarmenough?

Me:It'sperfect.

Herestedmyheadonhischest.

Me:Youreallyburiedhimalive?

Iwasindisbelief.

Musa:YesIdid.

Me:Ican'tsayIfeelbad.



Musa:Younotsupposeto.

Me:areYoumadatme?

Musa:Never.

Me:really?

Musa:Youaremywife.

Me:and?

Musa:AndIcan'tgotobedmadatyou.

Me:Ilikethat.

Webothkeptforabout2minutes

Musa:I'msorry..

Me:Metoo

Musa:It'snotYourfaultbaby.

Me:Ishouldhavelistened.

Musa:It'sAlldonenow.



Ikeptquiet

Musa:it'sgoingtobefine.

Me:really?

Musa:italwaysworksoutintheend.

Me:won'tthepolicecomelookingforyou?

Musa:no.

Me:howsureareyou?

Musa:babyI'msure.

Me:thankyou.

Musa:For?

Me:Alwaysprotectingme.

Musa:I'myourhusband.I'msupposetoprotect

you.I'dgotowarforyou.



Itookadeepbreath

Musa:baby?

Me:Love?

Musa:Younotokayright?

Iwasbrokeninside.Iwasjusttryingtoact

strong.Iliftedmyheadfromhischestand

facedhimthenshookmyhead.

Me:Ijustwanttoscream.

Musa:I'msorry.

Me:I'msotiredofpeopletakingthepeopleI

loveawayfromme.

Musa:Itwon'thappenagain.

Me:really?

Musa:Nooneisgoingtotakeanyonefromyou



again.Ipromiseyouthatmuch.AndyouknowI

keepmypromises.

Iputmyheadbackonhischest.

Me:Ijustwanttogoaway.

Musa:onvacation?

Me:Beawayfromallofthisyes.

Musa:I'mwithyouonthat.

Me:canwe?

Musa:Yes.

Me:Withtheboys.

Musa:That'sfine.

Musa:Okayyouchoose.

Me:Isayweput10inahatandletthempick.

Musa:notaproblem.



Me:Theyneedabreak.

Musa:AndIfinallyagreewithyou.Wealways

leavethembehind.

Me:Theyareahandful.

Musa:notheyaren't.

Me:Yestheyare.

Musa:Iwon'targuewithyou.

Me:Thankyou.

Werelaxedinthewaterandeventuallywentto

bed.Imanagedtosleep.TheNextmorning,

mumwasmakingbreakfast

Me:mama.

Mum:HelloRea.Howareyou?

Me:Feelbetterthanyesterday.

Mum:isMusaback?



Me:heis.He'sstillsleeping.

Mum:okaythat'sgood.

Me:Yesma'am.Wherearetheboys?

Mum:SchoolRea..

Me:Oh..

Mum:Andnowyouneedtositdownandeat

Me:I'mnot...

Mum:Eat!

☀☀☀☀☀

Aweeklater,wewerebackinThemumbo

islands.ThetwinssawoneofthepicsItook

thereandtheywantedtogotoosowethought

whynot.Stillbeautifulasever.Iwasdealing

withmylossthebestwayIknewhowto..

Musa:Youokay?



Inodded.Wewerewatchingtheboysplay.

Me:You?

Musa:Happywhenyouare.

Me:YouknowIloveyouRight?

Musa:But?

Igiggled.

Me:ButIloveyou.

Hesmiled.

Musa:Iloveyoumore.Ifonlyyoucouldeat.

Me:Pleasedon'tforcemetoeat.



Musa:Youonlyeattwospoonsofcereal.Take

twobitesofwhateverandyoudrinkalotof

water

Me:andthat'sgoodcozI'mnotdehydrated.

Musa:Babyplease.

Me:MusaIhavenoappetite

Musa:foranentireweekbaby?

Me:Please....

Ididn'twanttoeat.Ihadnoappetite

Musa:Okay.

Me:Thankyou.

Musa:Wheretofromhere?

Me:WedropthosetwooffandheadtoMexico

Helaughed



Musa:soyouleavingthembehind?

Me:Onthattripyes.Theyneedtogotoschool.

Musa:listentoyou.

Ilaughed.

Me:butI'mright.

Musa:Youthinktheyareproudofus?

Me:I'mproudoftheparentsweare.Ifthey

aren'tthenthat'sallonthem.

Musa:WellIthinktheyarehappy.

Me:Wedoourbesttomakethemhappy.

Musa:that'strue.

Me:SoIwasspeakingtoNompi.

Musa:oh?



Me:Sheinvitedustotherelaunchofhersalon.

Musa:SowemustdrivetoMpumalanga?

Me:Yes

Musa:Okay.

Me:Proudbrother?

Musa:Iam.She'sreallysucceeding.Sheowes

you.

Me:Noshedoesn't.

Musa:I'msurprisedshewasabletokeepit

afloatforthepast4years..

Me:Shehasyouasabrother.Shedoesn'thave

achoice.

Musa:That'sright

MyWhatsAppnotificationtonewentoff.Ididn't

knowthenumbers.



"Doyoureallythinkyouknowthatmanyou're

marriedtowellenough?"
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"Whoareyou"

"Let'smeetup"

Musa:Rea!

Ilookedathim.

Me:I'msorry.

Musa:I'mgoingtojointheboysareyoucoming?

Me:No.Goonwithoutme.



Musa:Okay.

Hekissedmethenrantohisboys

"WhywouldIwanttodothat?"

"Yourhusbandisnotthepersonyouthinkheis"

"ThenI'mnotinterested"

"Really?"

"I'mabouttoblacklistyou"

Thepersonsentaphoto.Female.

"Whatdoyouwantfromme?"

"Canwemeet?"

"Fine,I'lltellyouwhenIgetback"

"Thanks"



IwatchedMusaplaywithhisboysandwhen

theycameoutofthewater,wewenttosome

restaurantforfood.

Lwa:MsKelly!

Me:Hey..

Lwa:Iaskedyouaquestion.

Me:Yes?

Lu:Heaskedyouifhecouldgetwhatyou

drinking.

Me:No.

Lwa:Why?

Me:Cozit'snotforkids.

Lwa:CanItaste.

Ipassedhimmyglassofwine.



Lwa:It'sbitter.

Lu:Letmetaste.

Hedrankuptoo.

Lu:Sies!

Me:Exactly!

Musagiggled.

Musa:Thosekidsaren'tsupposetobedrinking

that.

Me:Theylovethings.Youwantmore?

Theyquicklyshooktheirheads.



Me:Goodboys.

Lwa:Canwegototheplayarea?

Me:Isthereaplayareahere?

Musa:Yes.Overthere.

Me:Youcango.

Lu:ThankyouMsKelly

Theyranoff.

Musa:baby?

Me:baby?

Musa:Areyoufine?

Me:I'mfine.

Musa:What'sonyourmind?

Me:Whathappened..



Ilied.

Musa:Youneedcounselling?

Me:No.NoI'mfine.

Musa:Babyareyousure?

Me;Babydon'tworryaboutme.

Musa:I'llactlikeyoudidn'tsaythat.

Igiggled.Ididn'twanttotellhim.UntilIknew

what'swhat.Ididn'twanttojumpinto

conclusionslikeIdidthelasttime.

Me:I'mfine

Musa:Ihopesobaby.

Itookadeepbreath..



Me:Youthinkwe'lleverfindpeace?

Musa:Weareatpeace

Me:Fornowyes

Musa:Negativethinkingbaby?

Me:I'mjustsaying.

Musa:Domeafavor.

Me:Okay..

Musa:Nothingwillhappen.

Me:Okay.

Musa:Gotit?

Inodded.

Musa:soIwasthinking..

Me:ohoh...



Musa:itsnothingbad

Me:Really?

Musa:Yes.

Me:Okay.

Musa:IthinkIt'stimeweRenewedourvows

Me:OhNo!No

Helaughed.

Musa:Rea...

Igiggled.

Me:Baby?

Musa:stopbeingdramatic.



Ismiled.

Me:Let'sdoit.

Musa:Yousure?

Me:Sowehavingawedding?

Musa:isthatwhatyouwant?

Me:wellwouldbenice.

Musa:Okaythen.

Me:butwitharomanticfeeltoit.

Musa:Soourweddingwasn'tRomantic?

Me:Ididn'tsaythat.

Musa:Indirectly.

Me:okaysoyougoingtobeapartofthe

planning.

Musa:baby,youknowIneedtoworkright?

Me:thenwenotrenewingourvows



Hegiggled.

Musa:Youcan'tbeserious.

Me:50/50baby.

Musa:Okayfine

Me:GoodsoIhaveafewideas...

IscrolledthroughmyGallery.

Me:Whataboutthis?

Musa:Whendiddownloadthesepictures?

Me:I'vealwayshadthem.

Musa:okaythat'snice.

Me:Yousee?



Weenjoyedourtimeatthemumboislandsand

whenwegothome,IfiguredIshouldgosee

thisgirlwhowaspesteringme.

Me:Hi.

"Hi,I'mLinda"

Me:Hi..didyougetanythingtodrink?

Linda:No.Waswaitingforyou.

Me:Okay.

Shecalledthewaitressandwegotourdrinks.

Linda:Youverypretty.

Me:Thanks.So?

Linda:Musaisnottheangelhethinksheis.

Me:Really?

Linda:wehadanaffairjustafteryougot



engaged.

Me:Oh?

Linda:Andhehasbeenhittingmeupsince.

Me:Hittingyouup?

Linda:Yes.Hewantsustogetbacktogether.I

can'tlethimhurtyou.

Me:AndI'msupposetobelieveyoubecause?

ShegotbusywithherphoneandIsuddenly

heardmynotificationstonegooff.Shehad

sentpicturesonWhatsAppabout10ofthem.

Theywereinbed.Someshehadtakenwhile

theywerehavinglunchorbreakfastorwhatever

Linda:becauseI'vegotevidence.
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Me:Evidenceyousay?

Linda:Yes.

Me:okay.Thanks.

Linda:I'mreallysorry.

ItookoutaR200note.

Me:Bye.

Tookmybagandwentbacktotheoffice.

Frida:MrMabasaaskedyoutoseehimafter

lunch.

Me:okay.



Iwenttohisoffice.

Musa:Goodafternoon.

Me:GoodAfternoonSir.

Musa:Howwaslunchwithoutme?

Me:Itwasfine.Youcalledforme?

Musa:Yesma'am...Here.

Me:What'sthis?

Musa:Yournewproject.

Me:Oh.

Musa:youreadytotakeiton?

Me:YesIam.

Musa:Good.

Me:great.Ineedtogetbacktoworkworknow.

Isthereanythingelse?



Musa:Yes.Youbaggedanothercontract.

Me:Ohwow.

Hepassedmethecontract.

Musa:Welldoneagain.

Me:Thankyou.

Musa:pleasure.

Igaveitbacktohim.

Me:worksmart.

Musa:Youtoo.Baby?

Me:Hey.

Musa:NeedtobeinCapeTownonWednesday.

Youwanttotagalong?



Me:For?

Musa:Networking.

Me:Imean,whydoyouneedtobeinCape

town

Musa:I'mmeetingapotentialclientandI've

beeninvitedtooneofthedinnersthere.

Me;Oh.CanIthinkaboutit?

Musa:that'sokay.

Me:Okaythen.

Ilefthisofficeandwenttowork.Ithencalled

Jono,Bonga'sfriend.Wellmyfriendtooina

way.Itwasalwaysme,himandBongainhigh

school.Wespokefromtimetotime.

Jon:MrsMmapasekaReabilweKellyMabasa..

Me:It'sReabilwefirst.



Helaughed

Jon:AndtowhatdoIowethispleasureofa

phonecall?

Igiggled.

Me:Howareyou?

Jon:Marriedandyou?

Igiggledagain.

Me:Iknowthat.Iwasatyourwedding

remember?

Jon:Ohyes.Yourpassportrestedthatweekend.

Me:OhshutupJon



Helaughed

Jon:areyougood?

Me:Iam.

Jon:BongatoldmewhatMondedid.I'msorry.

Me:thankyou.

Jon:Hopehe'sdeadwhereverheis.

Me:YouandIboth.Solisten..

Jon:yesPasi.

Me:Stopcallingmethatplease.

Jonthough!

Jon:forgiveme.

Me:I'mabouttosendyoupicturesMrIT.



Jon:okay...

Me:Canyoucheckthemoutforme?

Jon:that'sall?

Me:andfindafewphonerecords,

messages,emailsetcforme.

Jon:surething.Senditallnow.

Me:Thankyou.

Jon:YouluckyI'monleaveandI'mbored

Me:ThankGod.IWonderwhoseharddrives

youstealingnow.Youstolealotfromschool.

Hegiggled.

Jon:Itookthem.Bigdifference.

Me:Yeahright.

Jon:justsendwhateverpleasesoIcanget

started



Me:okaythanks.

Jon:surethingReaB.

IhungupandsenthimeverythingIhadtothen

continuedworking.

Anhourlater,Igotacallfrommysissies.

Tshego:HowwasMalawi?

Me:Itwasgreat..

Tshego:Youhadfun?

Mello:Anygifts?

Me:Nope.

Tshego:Again?

Me:wedidn'tgoout.

Mello:Butyouwerewiththekids.

Me:yesIknowthat.



Mello:Sonogifts?

Me:No.

Tshego:Okaysowhen'sthenextlunch?

Me:Weshoulddothathey.

Tshego:tomorrow?

Me:When?

Tshego:Tomorrow.

Mello:Reawhat'sgoingonwithyou?

Me:Ohnothing.I'msorry.

Mello:Yousure?

Me:Yes.

Tshego:Let'smeettomorrow.

Me:Tuesday?

Mello:Yes.Cancelallyourmeetingsweare

yoursisters.



Ilaughed.

Me:Ihavenomeetings.I'llworkhalfday.

Mello:Ohyes.That'sgood.

Me:Andwecangotothespa?

Tshego:Youpaying?

Me:yes.

Mello:nicetohaveasistermos.

Wegiggled.

Me:canIgetbacktowork?

Mello:Okaywife..

Me:Okaythenbye.

Tshego:Tellusyouloveus.



MelloandIlaughed..

Me:Iloveyousisters.

Mello:Weloveyoutoo.

Tshego:Loveyoubaby.

Ihungupandcontinuedworking.Wenttofetch

thekidsfromschoolandMusaarrivedanhour

later,heWasalwaysontimeifnotearlierthan

theusual.Iheardhimmakingnoisewithhis

boysoutsideandabout15minuteslater,he

camein.

Musa:Baby.

Me:Heymylove.

Hecametokissme.



Musa:Hadagoodday?

Me:YesIdid.

Musa:I'llbeback.

Hewenttogochangethengrabbedafew

things.

Me:youcooking?

Musa:YesIam.Wanttograbmyphone?

Me:Okay.

Iswitchediton.

Musa:soItookthetimetogetideasforour

"wedding"



Ilaughed.

Me:You?

Musa:Me.Spentmylunchhourdoingthat.

Me:OkayGallery?

Musa:yes.Bytheway...gaveCapetowna

thought?

Me:I'mcomingwithyou.

Musa:Great!

Iunlockedhisphoneandstartedlookingatthe

pictureshedownloaded.

Me:Babythesearenice

Musa:SoI'vedonemy50Right?

Igiggled.



Me:No.Stopdreaming.Westillhavealongway

togo.

Musa:ohLord!

Amessagepoppedup.

"HaiMusaMfethu,whywasyourphoneoff?We

haveaproblemmfana.FezspottedReawith

Lindaearlierontoday"
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Ididn'tdeletethemessage.

Musa:So?



Me:Babe?

Musa:Youfoundavenueyoulike?

Hewassochilled.Ididn'twanttoattackor

confronthim.

Me:notyet.

Musa:Okay.

Me:I'llLoikattheselater.

Musa:Yousure?

Me:Yes.

Musa:Okaysoyou'vedecidedwhenyouwant

togotoMexico?

Ishookmyhead.

Me:Notnow.



Musa:Whynot?

Me:Wanttotakeabreak.

Musa:Youwanttotakeabreak?

Me:Yes..

Musa:that'snew.

Me:Weneedtorelaxabit.

Musa:Iguessthatmakessense.

Me:Andweareabouttogetintothenewyear.

Amonthandahalfsoweneedtomakesure

theboysarereadyforschool.

Musa:Youdon'twanttosendthemtoboarding

school?

Ilaughed.

Me:No.Isthereevenonearoundforkidstheir

age?



Musa:Idon'tknow.

Me:theyaren'tgoinganywhere.

Musa:Okay.

Me:Sothat'sIt.

Musa:Butitssettledbaby.

Me:You'vepaidthefees?

Henodded.

Me:Good.Igottheiruniformandstationery

alreadysoIguessit'ssettled.

Musa:seesowecanfocusonotherthingsnow

Me:wecan.

Iwasreallyholdingitin.Anothermessage

cameinandhetookhisphonefromthecounter

asIhadputitdown.Iwatchedashetyped

somethingandlookedatme.



Me:Iseverythingfine?

Heseemeduneasy.Hedidn'trespond.

Me:Iseverythingfine?

Musa:Yeah.Itis..

HiseyesstillOnhisphone.

Me:Musa!

Musa:Reastopscreaming.

Me:Okay.

Musa:Excuseme.

Iwatchedashewenttohisstudyandclosed



thedoor.

Ididn'tfollowhimthereinsteadIwenttoMy

boys.

Lu:MsKelly

Me:MrJaden

Lu:Youheretoplaywithus?

Lwa:Youheretowatchus?

Me:Yes.

Lwa:Wewon'tbreakyourwindows.

Ilaughed.

Me:Cozifyoudothatagain...I'llbreakyou

Lwa:Youdon'thavetowatchus.

Me:Iwantto.



Lwa:Youdo?

Me:yes.

Lu:OkayMsKelly.

IwatchedastheyplayedandMusacameout

15minuteslater.

Musa:Dribbleboy!

Hewasbacktohischilledself.Thisman

though.Iwasstillgoingtokeepquiet.

Musa:Sorryaboutthat.

Me:Okay.

Musa:HadaconferencecallwithNkosiandFez.

Me:Oharetheyfine?

Musa:Yeah.Theyare.Theyarejuststeessing



overnonsense.

Me:mmm

Musa:Yesma'am.

Itwasasifhewasexpectingmetosay

something.

Musa:GoingbacktoCook.

Me:okaybabe.I'llstayherewiththeboys.

Musa:Yousure?.

Me:YesMrM.

Musa:Okaybabe.

IwatchedhimwalkoffandcalledNoma.

Noma:Shefinallygetsbacktome.



Me:I'msorry..

Noma:howareyou?

Me:Imfine.

Noma:Yousure?

Me:Yes.How'sthepregnancy?

Noma:Horrible.Ican'twaittogivebirth.

Igiggled..

Me:I'llcomeseeyousoon.

Noma:I'dlikethat.

Me:I'llcome.

Noma:Beforeyougoonanothervacation.

Igiggledagain.



Me:listen,thegirlsandIaregoingtothespa

tomorrow.Whydon'tyoujoinus?

Noma:WishIcould.I'llbewithyourRakgadi

tomorrow.

Me:Mum?

Noma:yes

Me:Isshefine?

Noma:Ohyessheis.

Me:OkayI'llseeyousoonthen.

Noma:Okay.Takecareofyourself..

Me:youtoobabe.

Noma:Loveyou..

Me:Iloveyoutoo.

IhungUpandwatchedtheboys.Musacalled

usinfordinner.



Me:Thislooksnice

Musa:Thankyou.Feastfamily.

Myappetitewasback.

Lu&Lwa:thanksdad.

Musa:pleasureboys.

Wehaddinnerandtheywenttobaththenwent

tobed

Me:Younotcomingtobed?

Musa:Ijustneedtoworkthroughthese.

Hewasbusyonhislaptop.



Me:itsalmost23:00

Musa:I'llbeinbedsoon.

Me:canyoureducethebrightnessonthatthing?

Musa:babyit'sokay.

IwalkeduptohimandreducedtheBrightness

onhislaptop.

Musa:IneverwinwithyoudoI?

Me:no.Justdotherightthing.

Musa:Iwill.

Me:Just30minutes.

Musa:yesMrsMabasa..

Iwenttoourbedroomandcouldn'tsleep.Iwas

usedtohimnexttome.At23:45,Iwenttoget

hotwaterbottlefromtheguestroomand



realizedthatthestudy'slightwasstillon.I

walkedslowlytowardsit..

Musa:Yinikanti?

ImadesureIwasasquietasamouse.

Musa:Lindawhatareyoudoing?Areyou

stupid?.....whythefuckwouldyougoanddo

that?....fine!What?Justnameyourpriceand

stayawayfrommywife.
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Itiptoedtothebedroomandfacedtheother

way,15minuteslater,hewasinbed.I

pretendedtobeasleepsoIwouldn'thaveto



talktohim.IkeptmyeyescloseduntilIfinally

fellasleep.Iwasmorethanhappytowakeup

whenthealarmwentoff.

Musa:Morningbaby..

Me:Heybabe.

Musa:Sleptwell?

Me:Ididhey.You?

Musa:Sleptokay.

Hewastossingandturning.

Me:Wegoingindifferentcarsokay?

Musa:why?

Me:Ihaveanappointmentwiththedoctorand

mysisters.

Musa:Okay.



Me:AndI'llbetakingtherestofthedayoff..

Musa:Okaybaby.

Me:Yeslove.

IworeoneofthedressesIhadboughtbut

neverworeandanewpairofheelstomatch.

Musa:Yougoingtotheofficelikethat?

Me:Yes.

Hewhistled.

Musa:Youlooklikeasnack

Me:CozIamoneMrMabasa.

Ichangedbags,tiedmyhairinacutesidebun.



Musa:canIjustgetyououtofthatdress?.

Me:No

Musa:baby...

Me:Tellyourlittlemantobehavecozwehave

towork.

Igrabbedtheothercarkeys.

Me:Andyoutakingthekidstoschool.

Musa:again?

Me:Yep..

Musa:Rea...

Me:I'lltakethemtomorrowbaby.Andyou

fetchingthem

Musa:okay.

Me:loveyou.



Musa:Loveyoutoo.

Iwenttosaybyetotheboysandleft.Igotacall

fromJonoataround10:30.

Me:Jono..

Jon:Heyhey.

Me:yougood?

Jon:yesIamyou?

Me:I'mfine..

Jon:solisten...

Me:Yes?

Jon:Canyoucomeoverafterwork?

Me:youdone?

Jon:YesIam.

Me:I'llcomethroughataround15:30



Jon:Okaynoproblem.

Me:Seeyousoon

Jon:Cool..

Ihungupandcontinuedworking,wentformy

doctor'sappointmentandthenwenttosee

meetwithmysisters.

Me:sistersister!

Tshego:Lookatyou.

Mello:IfIhadYourfiguregirl.Iwouldtakethat

dress.

Tshego:Youlookreallynice..

Me:Thankyou.

Mello:Howareallyourboysdoing?

Me:myboysarefine.

Tshego:Andyou?



Me:I'malsofine.

Mello:She'slying.

Tshego:Sheis.

Ilookedatthem..

Me:Canwejustgetourfacialsdoneandgo

hangout?

Tshego:Okay.

Wedidandchilledatthepool

Mello:So?

Me:So?.

Tshego:Something'swrong.

Me:Yessomethingis.Musaischeatingonme.



Mellolaughed.

Me:I'mserious.

Mello:Musaain'tcheatingonyou.Thatman

lovesyou.

Me:Imetsomegirl,andshe...

Mello:That'stheproblem.Youcan'tbemeeting

theseloosegirls.She'souttheretodestroy

yourmarriage.

Tshego:IagreewithMello.

Me:butguys...

Itoldthemwhatwentdown.

Mello:yesmoneyforhertostayawayfromhim.

Notsilenceher.



Tshego:Musawouldneverdothattoyou.

Me:Idontknow

Mello:youstressingovernothing.And

Bonginkosiwasjusttryingtowarnhimthatthe

bitchwasgoingtostrike.

Tshego:Ithinkshe'sanex

Mello:Herassislying.Givemehernumber.

Ilaughed.

Me:Deletedthem.

Tshego:Andthepics.

Ishowedthemthepics.Mellodeletedthem

Afterwards.

Tshego:stillthinkshe'sanex.



Me:Ihopeyouright.

Mello:weareveryright.Stopstressing.

Tshego:Andbesidesevenifheischeatingthen

IfeelsorryforthegirlcozMusaisalwayswith

you.

Mello:andthat'swhyIsayitsallalie.

Me:okay.

Mello:AndheknowsyoumetupwithLinda?

Me:Obviously.

Tshego:Butkeptquiet?

Me:Yes.Ithinkhe'swaitingformetoask.

Tshego:Duh!

Mello:Butstopstressingovernothing.

Me:Ifhe'scheating...

Ipaused.



Tshego:don'tboreusplease.Yourhusband

lovesyou

Me:okay..canwegetdrinks?

Mello:Please!

Wegotmoredrinks.

Me:aren'tyougoingtopourmore?

Mello:OhNo..

Tshego:Melloareyoupregnant?

Mello:Yes.3weeks.

Myeyesalmostpoppedoutofmysockets.

Me:What'sgoingonwithyouguys?

Mello:What'sthatsupposetomean?



Me:Soyouonlyhavekids?

Tshego:Yousupposetobearyourhusband

kids.

Mello:AndIhave5moretogo.

ShewasjustLikeTshepo.TheywentonAndon

aboutbeingawifeandIwenttomeetwithJono.

Jon:Heywena.Yourhusbandletsyougooutin

that?

Me:Yes.Work.

Jon:Iwouldneverletmywifegooutlooking

likethat.

Me:Iwasatwork.

Jon:Okaysoyougood?

Me:yesIam.

Jon:SoyouthinkMusa'scheatingonyou?



Inoddedandhelaughed.

Jon:Rightsohere.I'vemarkedalltherelevant

things.

Me:okay.

Icheckeditout.

Me:Allthesepicsweretaken5monthsbeforeI

metMusa.

Jon:Exactlyandthoseweretheonlypicstaken.

Me:Andtherecords.

Jon:Here.

Me:Theylastspoke...

Jon:Imguessingafteryougotengaged.Girl

calledMusa.Spokeforabout48secondsand



theyneverspoketill2monthsago.Heonly

answeredonecallandneverdidafterthat.As

youcansee...Musanevermadeacalltothat

number.Infactseeingthatthedurationofthose

callsare0'smakesmebelieveshehasbeen

blockedfromMusa'sphone.

Me:Soshewaslying?

Jon:Shewaslying..sheprobablywantsyour

husbandbackandthoughtshecoulduseyouto

gethim.

Itookadeepbreath.

Jon:Pasibabelook,IDontknowmuchabout

MusabutI'vechilledwiththeguyacoupleof

times.Helovesyou.Hereallydoes.Andyou

canseeitinhiseyesthatyoumeantheworldto

him.He'sgenuine..Hereallyis.Somemenare

kingsandwouldgotogreatlengthstoloveand



protecttheirQueens..Ibelieveyourhusbandis

oneofthoseKings.
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Me:Iknowthatnow.ThanksJono

Jon:itsapleasurebabe.

Me:invoice?

Hegiggled.

Jon:justgotoyourhusbandandkids.

Me:Ouch..



Jon:we'llhangoutsoon.Youstillontheherb?

Ilaughed.

Me:Itoldy'all...Putherbsasflowersonmy

coffin.Makesuremycoffingetslowereddown

withthat.

Helaughed.

Jon:rememberthatverywell.

Me:Greatdays..

Jon:Greatdaysindeed.

B,JandIhadfuninhighschool.InaweekI

wouldchillwithEllaonceandtrustmethat

wouldbeonMondaysonlycozBongaandJono



tookeveryMondayoff.Ineveryclass,we'dsit

attheback,eventheteachersknewwewerea

trio.Andtheydidn'teventryandseparateus.

Me:Thankyou.

Jon:Itsapleasure.

Me:Loveyou.

Jon:loveyoutooMspassport.

Ihithimonhisarmandhuggedhim

Me:SoonJono.

Jon:I'malwayshere.

Me:Fine.

HewalkedmeoutandwhenIgothome,Musa

hadhisspectacleson,laptoponhislap,files



rightbesidehimandhehaddozedoffonthe

couch.Thetwinsweren'ttheresoIfiguredthey

wereatmum'scozwehadtoheadtoCape

Townthenextday.Iclearedeverythingfrom

thecouchandsatontopofhim.

Musa:Heylove

Me:Heybaby.

Musa:Howareyou?

Me:I'mfine.

Musa:Youarebacklate.

Me:IwaswithJono.

Musa:Jon?

Me:Yep.

Musa:isheokay?

Inodded.



Me:soI'vegotaconfessiontomake.

Musa:I'vegotonetoo.

Me:canIgofirst?

Musa:sure.

Me:sowhenwewereinMumbo,Igotatext

fromagirlnamedLinda,askingustomeet.And

Idid.

Hesatup.Iwasstillontopofhimthough.

Me:Shesentmepicturesshetookwithyouand

saidyouhadanaffairafterwegotengaged.

Hegiggled.

Musa:I'msorrygoon.



Me:andthatyouaretryingtogetbackwithher.

Ididn'taskyouaboutitbutIsawthetextfrom

NkosiandIoverheardyourconversationwith

Linda.Theoneyouhadlastnight.SoJon

confirmedthatthepicturesweretakenmonths

beforewemetandthatthere'sapossibilitythat

youblockedLindacoztherearen'tany

durationsshowingexceptthe48secondcall

twomonthsago.Ijustwantedtobesurebefore

causingafight.

Hetookadeepbreath.

Musa:she'sanex.Ibrokeupwithherafteryou

andImadelove.

Me:Oh.

Musa:Andyes...Itriedtogivehermoneybutfor

hertostayawayfromus.WelastspokewhenI

brokeupwithherandshecalledmetwo



monthsagotellingmethatshewantsmeback.

Iblockedher.

Iwasrelieved.

Me:I'msorryforgoingbehindyourback.

Musa:It'sokay.

Me:Itis?

Musa:Iwasgoingtohavetoproveittoyouand

weweregoingtofightagainsoIthinkyou

handleditwell.

Me:Iwentthe"innocenttillprovenguilty"route

Hegiggled.

Musa:weokay?

Me:Whatdidshesay?



Musa:afterIofferedherthemoney?

Me:Yep..

Musa:she'spersistent

Me:Oh.Isshemarried?

Musa:yes.

Me:isshesuccessful?

Musa:Notreally

Me:CanIhandleher?

Musa:Okay.

Me:Andit'sunlikeyoutotryandbuypeopleoff.

Musa:Iknow.Ijustdidn'tknowhowtohandleit.

Me:younotgivingthatbitchourchildren's

money.

Musa:NoIwon't.Idon'tknowwhatcameover

me.

Me:AmIforgiven?

Musa:onlyifyouletmegetyououtofthat



dress.

Igiggled.

Me:That'sallittakes?

Musa:That'sallittakes.

Ireachedforhislipswhileunbucklinghisbelt.I

don'tknowhowhediditbutheflippedmeover

beforeIknewitandIhadmydressrightabove

mybellyandIwasrestrained.Icouldn'teven

move.Hemovedinandout.Hispaceslowand

suddenlyfast.ThereweretimeswereIfelt

myselfrunningoutofbreath.

Me:Damnit!

Musa:youareforgiven.



Ihadmarksonmywrists.Theylookedlike

bruises.MybackhurtandIfeltlikemyneck

wasbroken.

Me:IthinkI'mbruised.

Musa:Noyounotbaby

Me:IthinkIam.

Musa:Trywalking.

Itookmyheelsoff,fixedmydressandhe

helpedmegetupfromthecouch.

Musa:trywalking.

Icouldn'tfeelmylegs.Ialmostfellbuthe

quicklycaughtme.



Musa:okaynow,youarereallyforgiven.

Me:Whatdidyoudotome?

Musa:Imadelovetoyou.

Me:Likethis?

Henodded.

Musa:Howwasyourdaybytheway?

Hehadchangedthetopic.Musathough.

Me:ItwasFine.

Wehadforgiveneachother.Itwasasifnothing

happened.I,ontheotherhand,gotmythings

straightwhilewewereinCapetown.Ihadso

muchfunwithMusa.Everyonewhowasthere



knewhim.Everyonesanghispraisesandwent

onaboutwhatagreatbusinessmanheis.AsifI

didn'tknowthatalready.Iworkedfortheman!

Hewasaslavedriverforheaven'ssake!Butit

wasgreatanyway!Whenwegothome,Iasked

Lindaifwecouldmeetup.Ihadfoundout

somethingthatIwassurewouldkeepheraway.

Linda:Hey..

Me:Hi.Sothepicsyougaveme...theywere

takenmonthsbeforeIcameintothepicture.

Herexpressionchanged.Shesuddenlyhada

lookofguiltonherface.

Me:AndYouaretheonethat'sbeentryingto

gethimback.AmIright?



Sheputherdrinkdown

Linda:yesIam.YouknowwhatIfoundout...he

leftmeforyou.AllalongIthought"nohewasn't

ready"butIwaswrong.

Me:Soyoudecidedyouwanthimback?

Linda:yeah.Haveyouseenyourhusband?You

knoweverywomanwantsapieceofthat.

Me:Andyoureadytogetit?

Linda:ItwasMinebefore.Itwillbeeasyto.

Me:WellI'dliketoseeYoutry.Tryandseeif

youwon'tendupbrokeandhomeless.You

thinkIdon'tknowthatyourthirdchildain'tyour

husband's?YouthinkIdon'tknowthatyour

husband'sfriendisthefather?

Shekeptquiet.



Linda:Youwouldn'tdare

Me:youwantustoplaydirty?Let'sdothat.

NobodycomesbetweenMusaandI.Keepyour

cheapassawayfrommyhusband.
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Me:Wantmetopayforyourdrink?

Linda:No.

Me:I'llpayanyway.

Ileftafewnotesandwentbackhome.Musa

wasbusyworkinginthegarden.

Me:Wehavesomeonewhodoesthegarden.

Musa:He'snotdoingitRight.



Helookedreallysexy,topless,shorts,Chucks.

Me:Youdressedinappropriately.

Helaughed.

Musa:howwasyourmeeting?

Me:Itwasokay.

Musa:Youbeatherup?

Me:Idon'tbeatpeopleup.

Musa:Then?

Me:turnsoutyourexhasababybyher

husband'sfriend.

Musa:what?

Me:Yep.



Musa:Youusedthatagainsther?

Me:yep.

Musa:Sheshouldstayaway.

Me:Ohshewill.

Musa:Younotgoingtojoinme?

Me:Nope..

Musa:Whynot?

Me:CozIsaidI'mnotthegardentype.

Musa:Oh?

Me:Yes..I'vebeenworkingongardenssinceI

was12baby.

Iwastiredofgardensreally.

Musa:andI'vealwaysbeenafarmboybutyou

won'thearmecomplain..

Me:Youareyou.



Musa:Babyjustgetyourcuteasschangedand

comejoinme.

Ismiled.

Me:Fine.

Iwenttochangeintosomethingcomfortable

andjoinedhim.

Me:ohthosearebeautiful.

Musa:Youonlyseethemnow?

Me:Babyyoudidnttellmewehavewhiteroses

Musa:Becauseyoudontcareaboutthegarden.

Me:ButIhardlyspendtimeouthere..I'm

alwaysawayfromhome.

Musa:That'squitetrue



Me:JonsaysIshouldgivemypassportabreak.

Musa:He'snottheonlyone.Dadcalled.

Me:Ishefine?

Musa:He'sfine.He'sonhisway.

Me:he'snotstressedabouttheFridaytraffic?

Musa:no.He'swithhisdaughter.Youknow

them.

Me:Andthegrandkids?

Musa:No.

Me:Babywhere'sAuntNomvula?

Musa:she'saround.Ispoketoheradayago

andshesaid...ohspeakofthedevil.

Hercarhadjustparkedoutside.

Musa:Feltit?

Me:Maybe.



"Sanibonani"

Me:HelloAunty.

Wewatchedasshecamein.

AuntN:Thisisnew.Youtwoathome?

MusaandIlaughed.

Me:YesMa'am.

Aunt:whendidyoutwogetbackfromCPT?

Musa:Lastnight.

Aunt:andit'sFridaytodaysoyougettingonthe

nextplanetowhichcountry?



Musa:Wenotgoinganywhere.Dad'scoming.

Aunt:OhthankyouFather!

Me:Wenotthatbad.

Aunt:Youareaddictedtotravellingandthesad

thingis,youforgetyouhavekids.

Musa:That'snottrue.

Aunt:yeahright.

Me:I'llgogetussomethingtodrink.What

wouldyouliketoeat?

Musa:She'snotstayinglong.

Aunt:Bantu!

Musa:QualitytimeAunty.Adrinkisallwecan

offeryou.

Aunt:youtwohavebeenspendingqualitytime

sinceyoutwomet.

WegiggledandIwenttogetusdrinks.



Aunt:Thankyoubaby.

Me:pleasurema.

Musa:OkaysowhatbringsyouHere?

Musapulledmecloser.

Aunt:Canyoutwojustleteachotherbreathe?

Musa:No.

Aunt:Ihopeandprayyoutwodietogethercoz

ifnot...Iforeseedanger.

Musa:Noone'sgoingtodie..whatbringsyou

hereAuntwam?

Ipinchedhim.

Aunt:Icametoseeyoutwo.



Musa:Wearefine.

Aunt:IcanseethatMusawenkosi.

Musa:okaysoRea'smumisorganisinga

familylunchsortofthing.

Aunt:When?

Musa:Tomorrow.ShesaidIshouldtellyoubut

Iforgot.

Ihadforgottenaboutthat.

Aunt:I'llbethere.

Musa:19:30Aunty.

Aunt:Occasion?

Musa:ReaandMello.

Aunt:Ohyoursister?

Me:Yesma'am.Justafamilygettogether.

Aunt:Okaythen.



WechilledwithherandIwashappytosee

Nompiandmyfatherinlaw.Thenextday,ww

wentovertomum's.Thefamilywasthere,

including,Thapelo...Ourbrother.Gloria'sson.

AuntKhutsafalo'sson.MumhadinvitedBonga

andhisfamily.Ellawastherewithherfamily.

TrustTshepotohaveaproblemwiththat..Ihad

invitedJonoandhisfamily.Thethreeofis,I

mean,B,JandIhadsmokedonebeforewe

werecalledin.FezandBongawerethere

obviously.Ihadconfrontedthemaboutthe

Lindaissue.

Musa:babyareyouhigh?

Me:No.

Iwasabit.



Musa:AndIknowyouare.

Iwasn'tgoingtoarguewithhim.

Me:Thinkweshouldtellthemaboutrenewing

ourvows?

Musa:Thatwehavingitelsewhere.Without

them?

Me:Butwegoingtohostalunchpartywhenwe

getbackfromTheMaldivesaren'twe?

Musa:okay.We'lltellthemthen.

Me:done.

Wespoketothekidsandmumcalledus.Saida

fewwordsandMusaandIgotuptoannounce

thatwerenewingourvows.



Tshepo:When?

Me:Inafewweeks.

Mello:Soweneedtogetnewdresses?

Me:Wenotrenewingthemhere.

Tshego:Meaning?

Musa:Meaning,wehavingaprivateceremony..

Rea,myselfandthepastor/priest.

Nompi:Andthenwhenyoutwocomeback?

Musa:Wehavealunchparty.

Mello:whyareyouguyssoprivate?

Tshepo:Itsannoying.

Theelderswerejustquiet.

Me:thisisourrelationship.Notafamilyship.

Musa:Sowe'llletyouguysknowwhentheparty

is.



Afterthat,foodwasserved.Mumcalledmeto

theside.

Mum:Rea.

Me:Mama?

Mum:Youandyourhusband...

Me:Yesma?

Mum:Rea,I'mabitheartbrokenaboutthe

decisionyouandMusamade.

Me:Aboutnotrenewingourvowshere?

Mum:IsItbecauseyoudontwantmetobe

there?

Me:No.Never!Wejustwantedtodoourown

thing.

Mum:EversinceyoufoundoutI'mnotyour

biologicalmother,you'vedoneyourbesttoshut

meoutofyourlife.



Me:That'snottruema.

Mum:TheonlyIhaveaccesstothetwins..

Whenlastdidwedosomethingtogether?

Me:Mamathat'snotit.

Mum:Butit'sokayRea,ifyoufeelyouWantto

haveitthenthat'sfine.I'llacceptthatGloria

cameoutandIlostyouforever.Havefunin

yourdiversorwhereveryougoing.Itdoesn't

makemeloveyouanyless.
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Me:That'semotionalblackmail.

Musa:babylet'sjusthaveithere.

Me:ButwewantedtogotoTheMaldives.

Musa:wecanalwaysgothereafter.



Me:Musa,mumisemotionallyblackmailingme.

Musa:babyshejustwantstobeapartofthis.

Actuallyeveryonedoes.

Me:But...

Musa:Comesitdown.

Iwenttositnexttohim.

Musa:Iknowwewantedtohaveourceremony

privately.

Me:Yes.Ihadalreadyenvisionedwhatitwould

belike.

Musa:Here.

Hepassedmehislaptop.

Musa:Pictures



Me:There.

Musa:folder'sname"Paarl"

Me:Okay.

Iopenedthefolderandscrolledthroughthe

pictures.

Me:Ohwow.

Musa:whatdoyouthink?

Me:Theplaceisbeautiful.

Musa:Romantic?

Me:Absolutely.

Musa:Andwecanallflythere.It'sconvenient

foreveryone.

Theplacewasstunning.Itwasreallystunning.



Me:canIthinkaboutit?

Musa:Yesyoucan.

Me:Istillwantmyprivateceremony.

Hegiggled.

Musa:Justthinkaboutit.

Me:yesIwillbaby.

Musa:Good.Sundaylunch?

Me:Where?

Musa:ThePub.

Me:Youwanttohavelunchatyourlounge?

Musa:Yes..

Me:Okay.

Musa:Andyoubetternotgetthereandstart

checkingthebooks.



Igiggled.

Me:Iwont.

Musa:promise.

Me:Ipromise.

Musa:gogetyourshoesonandlet'sgo.

Ididthatandoffwewent.

Musa:Ishouldn'thavegivenyouthislounge

Me:Whynot?

Musa:Ifeelliketheothertwoloungesaren'tas

goodasthisone.

Me:Iknow.



Itwaspackedasusual.

Musa:Whatareyoudoing?

Me:itsasecret.HeyGift.

Gift:HeyBosslady.MrM.

Musa:ShoShoGift.

Gift:Books?

Musalaughed.

Me:No.Justatable.

Gift:Andthemenu?

Me:Yesplease.

Gift:Areweintrouble?

Me:areyou?



HeandMusalaughed.

Musa:Justgetusthemenu.Heinekenforme

andalongislandiceteaforthebosslady

Me:extravodka

Gift:Okaythen.

Hegotusatable.

Musa:Thevibeisnice.

Me:Thevibeisalwaysnice.

Musa:Okaystopbragging.

Me:Don'tbejealous.

Musa:I'mnot..ThinkIshouldgiveyoutheother

twotomanage.

Me:sellthem

Musa:That'sactuallyagoodidea.



Me:Youdidn'tthinkofit?

Musa:Noactually.

Me:wecangointopropertywiththemoney

you'llmakefromsellingthetwoplaces.

Musa:Anditssomethingwe'vealwayswanted

togetinto.

Me:Sowhynotdoit?

Musa:Butmytaxibusinessisnotgoing

anywhere.

Igiggled.

Me:Iknowthat.

Giftcamebackwiththemenusandour

drinks.Tookusexactly30secondstodecide.



Me:Thankyou.

Gift:Pleasure.

Heleftagain.

Musa:how'sthatprojectcomingalong?

Me:Musawenkosi...

Musa:Yho!OkayI'msorry.

Me:Exactly.Stopaskingmeaboutwork.

Musa:ButIwasjustasking.

Me:Don't.

Musa:Iapologize.

Me:AndIforgiveyou.

Musa:CanIask?

Me:Itsnotworkright?

Musa:Nope.



Me:Okay.

Musa:Whendoyouwanttostarttryingagain.

Iputmydrinkdown.

Me:Okay...

Itookadeepbreath.

Me:IDontknow..

Musa:youdon't?

Ishookmyhead.

Me:I'mnotstilltryingtogetoverthe

miscarriageandI'mstillabitinsecure.



Musa:Thatsunderstandable.

Me:Itis?

Henodded.

Musa:I'mnotrushingyou.

Me:SoitmeansIcangetonthepilltillI'm

readyto....

Musa:isthatwhatyouwant?

Me:Foratleast2or3months.

Musa:3months?

Me:Fine..2

Musa:That'sbetter.

Me:deal.

Weshookonit.Wehadagreattimeatthe

loungeandthenextday,Iworkedfromhome..



MusahadgivenmeabigprojectthatIhadto

workon..IwasexpectingTshegotocome

throughthough.Shedidataround12:30.

Tshego:Mygoodness!WhatisMusadoingto

you

Me:Iknowright.Ineedtofinishthis.

Tshego:AndI'mdisturbingyou.

Me:it'sokay.

Iputherlittleonedown.

Me:HowareThatoandPabidoing?

Tshego:Theyarefine.

Me:Okay.

Tshego:SoyouandMum?

Me:WhataboutUs?



Tshego:shetoldmewhatshetoldyou.She's

veryhurthey.

Me:I'mnotshuttinganyoneout.

Tshego:So?

Me:soeng?

Tshego:whatnow?Stillrenewingyourvowsat

theMaldive?

Me:99%yes.

Tshego:Rea...

Me:Iwon'tbeemotionallyblackmailedbymum

cozshewantstoinviteherchurchfriendsand

haveRound3ofmywedding.

Tshego:She'snotemotionallyblackmailingyou.

Shejustwantstobepartofit.

Me:OkayTshego.

Tshego:herdaysonthiseartharen't

guaranteed.

Me:noone'sdaysare.



Tshego:DamnitReaman!Yourmotherissick!

Shehasaheartbypasssurgerythatsheneeds

toundergoandisn'tevensureifshe'sgoingto

makeitaliveornotandallyouwanttodois

refuseherthechancetobethereforyoufor

probablythelasttimeinherlife!Stopbeingself

-centered!
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Me:Self-centered?

Tshego:Yes.Youdon'tcareaboutyourfamily.

Youdon'tevencareaboutyourkids!Youare

foreverleavingthematmum'sandheadingto

foreigncountries.Godknowsforwhat!Doyou

evertaketime,evenifitsjustaminutetocall

andcheckonyourmother!Eversinceyou...



Shewaspissingmeoff.

Me:amItelepathic?AmI?Motherwassuppose

totellmethatshe'ssicknotwaitformy

husbandandItoannouncethatweare

renewingourvows.

Tshego:Wellshedid.

Me:OhreallyTshego?

Tshego:Didmumnotcallyou,tellyoushe

wantsustocomeoversoshecantalktous

andyoutoldheryougoingtoMumbo?

Me:soIwassupposetosensethatshewas

goingtotellmethatshehasheartproblems?

Tshego:Maketimeforher!Isthattoomuchto

ask?Isit?Reayouareselfish!

Shetookherchildfromthecouchandwalked

out.Istaredintospaceforafewminutes,



closedmyfilesandlaptop,changedinto

sneakersanddrovehome.IwashopingTshego

wasn'tgoingthereandluckilyshewasn't.

Mum:Younotatwork?

Me:Noma,Iamworkingfromhometoday.

Isatdown..shelookedfinetome.

Me:Youhaveheartproblems?

Mum:Thedoctorsaidso.

Me:butwhendidallthishappenma?

Mum:Forafewmonthsnow.IhadNo

symptomsatfirstbutstartedhavingchest

painsandshortbreath.

Me:Andyoustilldidn'ttellme?

Mum:YoualwaysBusyRea.



Me:Butmumyoushould'vetoldme.I'malways

heretofetchanddropoffthekids.

Mum:youdon'tevenspendmorethan5

minuteshereanymore.

Me:That'snottrue.

Mum:Youknowitis.Itriedtellingyoubutyou

saidyouaregoingtoMumbowiththeboysand

Musa..

Me:Doesheknow?

Mum:Musa?

Me:Yes

Mum:No.Ihaven'ttoldhim.

Me:Oh.Soyougoingforthisoperationinthree

weeks?

Mum:yes.

Me:butwhatmakesyouthinkyougoingtodie

ma?

Mum:Rea,I'mnotasyoung.Alotcangowrong.



Icouldfeelmyselfgetemotionalasshepassed

meherxray.

Me:I'msosorryma.

Mum:Ijustwanttobethereforyou.Itmightbe

thelasttimeIeverbethereforyou.That'swhyI

alwaysfetchyourkidssoIcanspendalittle

moretimewiththem.

Shespokeasifsheknewwhatwasgoingto

happen.

Mum:Butifyoudon'twantmetobethereasI

said...

Me:noma.Musacameupwithanotheridea.

WecanhaveitinPaarl.

Mum:yousure?



Me:Yesbutwegoingtohavetocheckwith

yourdoctorandseeifitsokayfortoflyornot.

Mum:Okay.

Me:soyoudon'tneedanything?

Mum:no.

Me:Anurse?Anything?

Myphonerang.

Mum:Answerit.

Me:Okay.

Isteppedoutside.

Me:Baby.

Musa:Heyyou.How'sitworkingfromhome?



Me:Itwasfine..I'mwithmum.

Musa:Isshefine?

Me:Shewillbe.I'lltellyouwhenyougethome.

Musa:Okaythen

Me:You'llfetchtheboys?

Musa:noproblembaby.

Me:thankyoumylove.

Musa:Iloveyou.

Me:Iloveyoumore.

Ihungupandwentbackinside.

Mum:I'msorryyouhadtofindoutthisway..

Me:Youshouldhavereallytoldme.

Mum:Youwerealsogoingthroughyourown

thingsReasowhenyousaidyougoingto

MumboIthoughtIshouldjustletyougocoz



youalsohurting.Didn'twanttoaddontoit.

Me:I'mreallysorry.

Mum:It'sOkay.

Me:Isitma?

Shenodded.

Me:AndIhaven'tbeendistantsinceIfoundout

younotmybiologicalmother.Thathurtme..

Mum:That'showIfeel.

Me:no.You'llalwaysbemymum.Youtheonly

mumIknowmayoumighthavenotgivenbirth

tomebutyou'vegivenmelife.Don'tyoufor

oncethinkIdon'tloveyou.

Shenoddedagain.



Me:Yourchurchfriendsaren'tcomingthough.

Itsonlyfamilyandfriends.WellBonga,Jono

andEllaaren'treallyfriendssoitsfamily.

Shegiggled

Mum:Youstillhavesomethingagainstmy

churchfriends?

Me:YoucaninviteMaMohajane.CozShe'llstop

meandcomplainwhensheseesme.

Webothlaughed.

Mum:OkayNana.

Me:Andyou'llmakeitoutalive.

Mum:I'mreadytomeetmy...

Me:Yhomamabye.



Talkingaboutdeathdepressedme.Really.And

sheknewItthat'swhyshesmiledwhenIgotup.

Mum:Youleavingalready?

Me:Ihavetoma.IhavethisbigprojectI'm

workingonsoIwanttofinishworkingonitthen

focusontheplanning.Wehavingitintwo

weeks.Theweekendbeforeyoursurgery.

Mum:Okaythen.Iloveyou.

Me:Iloveyoutoomum.

IwentbackhomeandIwashardatwork.

Musa:Baby.

Me:Hi.

Musa:Reabilwe!



Ilookedup.

Me:I'msosorry.Heybaby.

Musa:Sothisishowit'sgoingtobeforthenext

fewdays?

Me:Yes.Wanttobedonein3days.

Theboyswerelookingatme.

Me:Heyboys

Lu&Lwa:HeyMsKelly.

Me:howwasschool?

Lwa:fine.

Lu:I'mhungry.

Me:okay.Gochangethencomeeat.



IwenttomakethemfoodandMusajoinedme

afterhehadchanged.

Musa:How'smumdoing?

Me:shehasheartproblems.

Musa:What?

Me:apparentlyshehashadthemforafew

monthsnow.Coronaryarterydisease.

Musa:Soshehastoundergobypasssurgery?

Me:Yep.In3weeks.

Musa:Whydidn'tshetellusthough.

Me:Wearealwaysunavailable.Shewantedto

tellusbutweweregoingtoMumbowiththe

kids

Musa:AndI'mguessingshealsosaidnothing

aftercozshedidn'twanttoburdenyou?



Me:Yep

Musa:areyouokay?

Me:Idon'tknowbutshe'llbefine.Thedoctors

knowwhattheyaredoing.

Musa:That'sRight.

Me:Sowecangoaheadandhaveourprivate

ceremonygonepublicatPaarl..

Hegiggled.

Musa:Justfamilyandfriends.That'sstill

private.

Me:IguesswehavingitatPaarlthen.Ilowkey

stillfeelemotionallyblackmailed.AndI'vegota

goodmindoftellingTshegotonotcome.

Helaughed.



Musa:Stopbeingdramatic

☀☀☀☀

2weekslater,Iwasinacreamwhitedress.

Nompi:Allgood.

Shehadjustfinisheddoingmyhairandmakeup.

Nompi:Yougettingmarriedtwice?

Ilaughed.

Me:Wearerenewingourvows.Notgetting



marriedagain.

Nompi:samething.Youlookbeautiful.

Me:Thankyousomuch.

Nompi:Itsapleasure.

Thedooropened.TshegoandMellocamein.

Shehadapologized.Imadeherapologizetome

forbeingrudetome.

Mello:Re...yhooo.Youlookstunning.

Tshego:Youlookreallybeautiful.

Me:Thankyou.Youladieslookbeautifulaswell.

Theydid.Imadethemwearmatchingoutfits.

MadeNkosiandFeztoo.

Mello:Okaytimetogo.



Me:Okay.

Welefttheroomandtheyobviouslywentto

jointheothers.EveryonestoodupasIwalked

towardsmyhusbandwholookedsogood.He

lookedlikeasnack.

Me:Youlooklikeasnack.

Iwhisperedandhegiggled.

Musa:WishwewereintheMaldives?

Me:Yes.

Musa:ourflightleavesat20:00

Me:What!?

Musa:YoucansnackonmetillWednesday.

Pastor:canyoutwopayattentiontomenow?



Everyonelaughed

Pastor:Somethingsdon'tchangedothey?

MusaandIgiggled.Hestartedtheceremony

withashortprayer,saidafewwordsobviously

fromthebibleanditwastimeforustosay

somethingtoeachother.Mellowasalready

emotional.Mytwinsisterthough.

Me:Wehavebeenthroughalot,butthere'sno

oneelseI'dratherbethroughitwith.Youknow

mebetterthananyoneelseinthisworldand

somehowstillyoumanagetoloveme.Youare

mybestfriendandonetruelove.Thereisstilla

partofmetodaythatcannotbelievethatI'mthe

onewhogetstomarryyou.Again!



Giggles

Me:Iloveyousomuch.Andthere'snooneelse

I'dratherbewith.Ipromisetobeyournavigator,

consoler,sidekick,bestfriendandyourwife.

Finally,Ipromiseyoumyself

Pastor:Musa.

Musa:IfeeltrulyblessedbecauseI'vefounda

lovethattranscendsandgrows,despitebad

times,arguments,andconflictsovershoesand

bags.

Weallgiggled

Musa:Iseethesevowsnotaspromisesbutas

privilegesIgettolaughwithyouandcrywith



you;careforyouandsharewithyou.Igettorun

withyouandwalkwithyou;buildwithyouand

livewithyou.Ipromisetoholdyourhandevery

nightandtoneverletusloseourspark.Ilove

yousosomuchMsKelly.
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Everythingwentwell.

Mello:HavefunattheMaldivesokay?

Me:Wewill.

Mum:Seeyouwhenyougetback.

Me:willyoubefinewiththekids?

AuntKhutsafalo:I'mhereRea.Goon.

Me:Ifeelbad



AuntK:she'ssurroundedbyfamily.

Mum:Godivenana.

Igiggled.

Me:Okay.

Mello:Takepictures.

Me:Iwill.

Tshego:Goon..Musa'swaiting.

Ihadjustchangedintojeans,shirtand

sneakers.

Me:Byefamily.

Iwavedateveryoneelse.



Tshepo:Here'ssomeweed.

Mum:TshepoVoetsek!

It'sthewayshesaiditthatmadeusalllaughed.

IkissedmyboyswhowerewithMusa,they

seemedunbothered..theyjustwantedmoney

Me:Iloveyou.

Lwa:Iloveyou.

Lu:IloveyoutooMsKelly.

Me:Seeyoutoosoonokay?

Lwa:Okay.

Me:Takecareof...

Lu:There'safrogthere...

Me:Okay.



Theyranofftotryandcatchit

Musa:Yoursons.

Me:Youknow.

Wesaidourgoodbyesandoffwewenttothe

airport.

Me:Soyousneakyman.

Helaughed.

Musa:Win-winsituationright?

Me:Definitely.

Musa:Mumlookshappy.

Me:wellshedoes.Imeanshetook5ofher

friends.



Mumhey.WehadagreedonMaMohajaneonly

remember?Sheadded4moretothat.Itriedto

fightitbutherSon,Musatoldmetoletitgo.

Musa:letmumbe.

Me:OhIhave.

Musa:Readyforsomefun?

Me:Yes.

Musa:let'sgo.

Hetookmyhandandweheadedtowardsthe

boardinggates.

Musa:Youpackedenoughclothes?

Me:youknowIalwaysoverpack.

Musa:ThatWasastupidquestion.



Me:itsasafequestion..Ishouldhavesaid"no".

I'msodumb.

Musa:Evenifyouhadn'toverpacked..youknow

there'sasolutionright?

Me:Yoursolutionismebeingnakedinour

roomtillWednesdayright?

Helaughed

Musa:Yes.

Me:Toobad.

Musa:right?

Me:Yes.

Musa:itmightjusthappen.

Me:OhGod.

After7hourswelanded..



Me:Sotellme...

Musa:yes?

Me:Mum'soperationIsonThursday..willwebe

homebythe.?

Musa:Yesma'am.Ourflightleavesat10:00on

Wednesday.

Me:Okay.that'sfine.

Musa:allgood?

Me:Yes..allgood.

Wesettledin.Beautiful..

Me:imaginehowniceitwouldhavebeen.

Musa:Paarlwasalsobeautiful.

Me:OhYes..Paarlwasstunning

Musa:noregrets?



Me:Nope.

Musa:ifyouhappyI'mhappy.

Me:besidesmebeinghappy,areyouhappy?

Hesmiled.

Musa:Ithinkhappyisanunderstatement

Iblushed.

Me:I'mgladyouinmylife.

Musa:Iconsidermyselfblessed.

Me:Wanttogosleepnow?

Musa:sleep?

HepulledmebymyShirt.



Musa:Define"sleep"

Me:Rest.

Musa:Idon'twanttorest.

Me:WellIwantto.

Musa:ThepastorsaidEphesians5:22...

Me:Okayfine.Takeit.

Hegiggledandcarriedmebackintoourroom.

Goodloving.Wespentthenextthreedays

havingfun.Itwasreallygreat.Weconnected

again,welaughedmore,setnewgoals,created

anewbucketlist,plannedmore,shareddreams

andcreatedthemintoone.OnThursday,

Tshego,Bohang,Mello,MikeandIspentthe

dayatthehospital.

Me:StopitTshego.



Tshego;Ican'tkeepcam.

Mello:Formysakeplease.

Tshego:Okay.

Mello:Where'sMusakanti?

Me:onhiswaytotheairport,heneedstodo

somedamagecontrol.Theymessedthingsup.

Tshego:Capetown?

Me:NoDurban.

Hedidn'tevenwanttogo..Allhewantedtodo

wasbewithusatthehospitalbutItoldhim

we'dbefine..

Tshego:ohokay.

Mello:They'vebeeninthereforhoursnow.

Me:Itsonlybeen2hours..Thedoctorssaidit

cantakeupto6hours.



Tshego:whattimeisitnow?

Me:11:00.Canwegogetbreakfast.

Tshego:Mum'sinthereandallyoucan...

Igrabbedmybagandleftthehospitaltogoget

usBreakfast.Mellohadtoeat,shewascarrying

alife.Iwasn'tgoingtoletTshegoworkonmy

nerves..IwasasstressedasshewasbutIhad

tocontrolmyself.

Me:HereyougoBrotherM.

Mike:Thankyou.

IgaveEveryonetheirfood.PutTshego'sonthe

tableandputmysetson.Listenedtosoothing

musictocalmmedown.After3hours,Mum

wasout.



Doc:She'llbefine.

Me:OhthankGod.Canweseeher?

Doc:Yes..she'sstillabitoutofitthough.2ata

time.

Wetookturnstoseeherandafterthat,Iwent

tofetchtheboysfrommum'sastheywerewith

AuntKhutsafalothendrovehome.

Lwa:Where'sdad?

Me:Durban

Lu:Ishecomingbacktoday?

Me:no.Idon'tknowwhenhe'scomingback.

Lwa:Who'sthatoutsideourhouse?

Me:Idon'tknow.StayInthecar.

Ipulledoverandwalkedtowardstheperson..



Me:Hi.

"Hello"

Me:CanIhelpyou?

"Yes.I'mlookingforMusawenkosiMabasa"

Me:He'snotaround..canIhelpyou?

"Whenwillhebeback?"

Me:Idon'tknow.

"Pleasecallmewhenhedoes"

Shepassedmeanotewithhernameand

number.Ilookedattheinfantshewascarrying.

Celi:I'llseeyousoon.PleasetellhimIwashere.
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Me:sorryLady...

Shewalkedaway

Lwa:Who'sthat?

Halfofhisbodywasoutthewindow.

Me:Getin.

Lu:Don'ttalktohimlikethat.

Me:Youtwobetterkeepquiet.

Theydid,IopenedthegateandparkedIn.Istill

hadn'treceivedacallortextfromMusasoI

figuredhewasreallybusy.Thetwinschanged



intotheirplayclothesandstartedplayingTV

games.

Lwa:MsKelly.

Me:MrJosé.

Lwa:canwehavepizzafordinner?

Me:Youhavingpapandamasifordinner

Lu:WealwayshavethatatGogo's!

Me:Wellyouhavingsomehere.

Lwa:please.

Lu:PleaseMsKelly.

Ialreadyhadapizzamenuinmyhand.

Me:Justplayyourgames.

Lwa:AreWehavingpizza?



Me:yesLwandile.Stopmakingnoise.

Lu:ThankyouMsKelly

Me:pleasureMrJaden.

HewasthesweetoneandIthoughthe'dbethe

troublesomeone..Lwandile,hewasalwaysso

curious,demanding,experimenting,leadingthe

packandIjustdidn'tknowwhohegotitfrom.I

calledMusaandhiscellphonewasoff.Iputthe

numberinmypurseandwenttojointheboys.

Me:let'sgo.

Lwa:Where?

Me:Tofetchthepizza.

Lwa:Theyarenotbringingithere?

Me:Nope.Wegoingtofetchit.

Lu:Why?



Me:cozIwanttobuysomethingatthemall.

Lwa:Okay.

Theyswitchedtheirgameoffandwewentto

getthepizzaandafewofthethingsIneeded.

Lwa:Where'sdadagain?

Lu:Durban.

Me:ThankyouLu.

Lwa:Canwegotohim?

Me:no.

Lwa:whynot?

Me:cozhe'sworking.

Lwa:Okay.

WewerewalkingtotheCar.



Lu:I'mthirsty.

Me:hereyougo.runoverthereandgetadrink.

LwaandIwatchedasheranoffandgothis

drink

Me:youdon'twantone?

Lwa:no.I'mhungry.

Me:one'sthirstytheother'shungry.Okay.

Lwa:What'sthis?

Me:strawberrydaiquiri.

Lwa:canIhavesome?

Me:no..itsnotforKids.

Lwa:KeJuicemos.

Me:Noitsnot.



Lwa:it'sstrawberryjuice.Yousaidits

strawberrydakiri.

Me:Daiquiri.

Luyandacamebackandwedrovehome.We

hadpizza,playedgamesandtheysleptat

around21:00.IheardmyphoneringingwhenI

wasintheshower,wrappedthetowelaround

myselfandwenttoanswerit.Videocall.

Me:Heybaby.

Musa:heywifey.Whyarentyoudressed?

Ishowedhimthetowel.

Me:Wasintheshower.

Musa:Disturbedyou?



Me:Itsokay.Sohowseverythingthatside?

Musa:Undercontrolnow..how'sMumdoing?

Me:She'sout..ThedoctorssaidShe'llbeFine.

Musa:That'sgood.Imissyouhey.

Me:Imissyoutoo.

Musa:Youknowwecanvideocallallnightright?

Me:WellIwishbutImreallytired.

Musa:Thinkyoucan?

Me:I'llhavetotry.

Musa:domeafavor.

Me:Okay.

Musa:Dontgotoworktomorrow.

Me:Iwont.

Musa:Untilmumisoutofhospital

Me:Andwhenareyoucominghome?

Musa:tomorrow.



Me:seriously?

Musa:yes.

Me:ThankGod!

Hegiggled.

Musa:16:00?

Me:Tofetchyouattheairport?

Musa:Yesma'am.

Me:I'llbethereSir.

Musa:Howaretheboysdoing?

Me:MyLuyandaIsfine.YourLwandileonthe

otherhand...

Ishookmyhead.



Musa:thatbad?

Me:Idon'tknowwhohetakesafter.

Musa:Youdontknow?

Me:Youtellme.

Musa:Hismother.

Me:No.Theonlychildthattakesafterme,is

Luyanda.

Musa:yeahright.Iloveyouokay?

Me:Iloveyoutoo.CanIgobacktoshowering?

Musa:Yesma'am

Me:Tothemoonandbackbaby.

Musa:TothemoonAndbackmylove.

WeendedthecallandIwentbacktothe

showertextedhimbeforeIsleptandIwasup

by4am.AsIreachedformyphonetocallhimit

rang.



Me:MrLeornado.

Musa:MsKellyyounotsleeping?

Me:Nosir,Iwasabouttocallyou.

Musa:sleptwell?

Me:Notreallyyou?

Musa:nope..beenupsince3.

Me:Thatbadhuh?

Musa:Wasbad..youknowhowIgetwhen

thingsspiraloutofcontrol.

Me:Evenwhentheyarebacktonormalyoustill

wanttobesure.

Musa:Yes..forthenext3daysIwon'tsleep.

Me:ohyouwill..Idon'twantyoustressingover

somethingthatsalreadybeentakencareof.

Musa:I'lltry.

Me:Pleasedo..



WespokeforanhourandIhadtogogetthe

kidsreadyforschool.Ataround12:00,Iwentto

seemumwhowasstillweakbutIwashappy

shewasokay.

Mum:Rea..I'mfine.

Me:Really?

Mum:Yes..Dontyouneedtobeattheairportin

anhour?

Me:ohyes.

Ihadbeentheresinceforever.Iwenttofetch

thekidsfromschoolandwewenttofetch

daddy..wewereallsohappytoseehim

Musa:angithiLu?



ILookedatthem.

Me:Yoursonsaresleeping.

Musa:hardly15minutes.

Me:theyareprobablytired.

Musa:Wellhow'smywifedoing?

Me:Yourwife'sdoingfine.Sothere'saCeliwe

thatwaslookingforyou.

Hekeptquiet.

Me:I'mtalkingtoyouBaby.

Stillquiet.Hisexpressionhadchanged.

Me:Youknowher?CeliweLediha.



Musa:YesIdo.She'sNomasonto'sbastard.
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Me:bastard?

Musa:yesbastard.

Me:Howoldisshe?

Musa:15orSo.ShewasconceivedaroundtheI

wasforcedtomarryNoma.Dothemath.

Shesureashelldidn'tlook15

Me:Andyoudon'tgiveadamnabouther?

Musa:No.

Me:She'syoursister.



Musa:Nompilo'smysister

Me:SoisCeliwe.

Musa:nah.

Me:Shedidn'tasktobeaproductofanaffair.

Musa:listenReaanythingthathurtsmyfatherI

donotcareaboutit.WhydoyouthinkIhate

cheatingsomuch?Why?

Me:Youareseriouslygoingtoturnyourback

ona15yearold?

Musa:Idon'tknowher.Rea,shewenttolive

withherfatheraftersheturned5months.

Me:Shehasachild.

Musa:Nice.

Hewasn'tinterested.

Me:Musa...



Musa:don'tmakemepulloverandrequestan

uber.

Me:okay.

Ikeptquiet.Iwasinnomoodtofightwithhim

really.Ijuststaredoutthewindowandheput

hissetson.Themoodhadcompletelychanged.

Whenwegothome,wecarriedtheboystotheir

bedsandhewenttoshower.

Musa:WhatshouldIgetmum?

Me:Yougoingtothehospital?

Henodded.

Me:Juiceandbananaswilldo.

Musa:okay.SeeyouwhenIgetback.



Me:Okay.

Hetookhiscarkeysandleft.Icookeddinner,I

knewtheboysweregoingtobeupbefore21:00,

eatthengobacktobed.Ifinishedcookingat

around18:30andstartedworkingonanew

account.Musacamebackataround20:00.

Me:isshestillweak?

Musa:No.Sheisfinenow.MellosaidIshould

giveyouthese.

Itwasaset..bathsalts,bathpearls,geletc.She

hadpromisedtogetTshegoandIthosecould

shethoughtweneededitafterallthestressing

overmum'soperation.SweetSissy.

Me:Thankyou.Youhungry?



Musa:YesIam.

Tension.Hatedthat.Iwarmeduphisfoodand

hewenttochillinthelounge.

Me:Thankssissy.

Mello:Itsapleasure.

Me:I'llseeyoutomorrow.

Mello:Younotgoingtowork?

Me:NoI'mnot

Mello:goodthen..

Me:Anyweirdcravingssofar?

Mello:justMike

Iwasspeechless



Me:I'llseeyoutomorrow.

Mello:Iloveyou.

Me:IloveyoutooSissy.

Ihungupandwenttoshower,Idecidedtowake

theboysupsotheycouldeatthenthethreeof

uswenttobed..WellIwasworkinginbed.

Musacamein.

Musa:Laptopsaren'tallowedinhereremember?

Me:Sorry.

Icloseditandputitinitsrightfulplace.

Musa:Wenotonspeakingterms?

Me:Ijustwantedtogiveyourspace.

Musa:DidIaskforit?



Me:Youlookedlikeyouneededit.

Heshookhishead.

Musa:No..

Me:Whendidyoubecomesocruel?

Musa:I'mnotcruel.

Me:Youare.

Musa:NoI'mnot.Idon'twantanythingthat

connectsmetothatwomananymore.

Me:Evenyourownsister?

Musa:Evenmyownsister.

Me:That'sabitharsh.

Musa:Whydoesn'tshegotoherfather?Imean

she'sbeenlivingwithhim

Me:IfIhadsiblings,I'dwanttogooutthereand

knowthem.



Musa:AndI'mreallynotinterestedmylove.

Me:she'syoursisterbaby.Don'tpunishherfor

yourmother'smistakes

Musa:Wellwebearthesinsofourparents.

Me:soitdoesn'tbotheryou?

Heshookhishead.

Musa:Weshouldsleep.I'vegotanearly

meetingtomorrowandyouneedtosleep

Me:Okay.

Musa:Andstopbringinginworktothe

bedroom...

Me:Iapologized

Musa:theapologywasn'tgoodenough.

Ismiled.



Me:Musawenkosi?

Musa:ma?

Me:didn'tyousaywehaveanearlymeeting?

Musa:yesandalateonenow.Anapology

meetingtobespecific

Hehadalreadystartedrunninghisfingerson

myskin

Me:leavemealone.

Musa:leavingyoualoneisnotpartofthe

apology..

Me:Musaleavemealone.

HeJustlookedatmethenpulledmetillIwas

onmyback.Ihadgivenin.Wesleptverylate



andwokeupearly.Hewasexhausted.Hekept

yawning.

Me:servesyouright.Goon.

Musa:whatkindofawifeareYou?

Me:whatkindofahusbandareyou?

Musa:I'magreathusband.Andyouit.

Hehadhishandaroundmywaist.

Me:isthatwhatyouthink?

Thetwinswerelookingatuslikeweweren't

fromearth.

Lu:Dad,canwegotoschool?

Musa:okay.Loveyou.

Me:Loveyoutoo.



Ikissedhimthenwenttokisstheboys.

Lu&Lwa:LoveyoutooMsKelly..

Me:Haveagreatday.

Iwatchedthemwalkoutanddecidedtostart

withthedishesfirstthencleanedtherestofthe

house.At12,Iwenttoseemumwhowasreally

strong.

Me:Mama,youweresupposetostillbeabit

outofit.

Mum:I'mawomanoffaith.MyGodworksfor

me.

Me:It'ssogoodtohaveyouback.

Mum:It'ssogoodtohaveyouback.



Igiggled.

Mum:ThankGodthishappened.Igettoseemy

daughteragain.

Me:You'llgettoseememorema.

Mum:Iprayso.

Me:Ipromise.

Iwaswithherforawhilethenhadtogo

KliptowncozIhadmadeacallbeforegoingto

mum's.

Me:hi.

Celi:howareyou?

Me:I'mfine.Whodoyoulivewithhere?

Celi:myfriendandherboyfriend.



Me:whendidyoucomehere?

Celi:Afewweeksago.

Me:Whathappened?

Celi:AftermydadfoundoutIwaspregnant,he

toldmetogotomymother'sfamily.SoIwent

tolivewithauntNombuso,mum'ssister.She

toldmeaboutBhut'Musaandgavememoney

tocometoGautengbutIkeptcomingandyou

werenotthere.

Me:Yeswewereaway.

Celi:Ijustwantedtoknowhim

Me:Howoldareyou?

Celi:15

Me:thisisnoplaceforyouorhim.

Itreallywasn't.



Me:packyourthings.Youcomingwithme.
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Celi:Really?

Me:Yes

ShegotherbagsandIpickedupherchildfrom

thebed.

Celi:CanIcallmyfriendandtellherwe'veleft?

Me:Sure.

Shedidandwenttoleavethekeywithsome

otherlady.



Me:Comeon.

WegotIntothecarandIdroveustosomemall.

Thelittlechilddidn'thavedecentclothes.

Me:Goonandpickwhateveryouwanttopick.

Foryourselfandthebaby

Iwascarryinghim.Hewascute.

Celi:Sis'Rea...

Me:Celiwejustgoon

Celi:Thankyou.

Shepickedafewitems,Ihelpedhercozsome

shechosewereanono.Aftershopping,we

wenttograbsomethingtoeat.



Celi:Thankyou.

Me:it'sapleasure.

Celi:youhaveagoodheart.

Me:Dogooduntoothers.

Shelookedsad.

Celi:HowwillBhut'Musareceiveme?

Thatwasatoughone.

Me:Whydoask?

Celi:he'sneverhadtimeforme.I'dgovisitour

motherduringschoolholidaysandhe'd

sometimescomevisithisfatherBab'Mabasa

butheneverhadtimeforme.



Whatwaswrongwithmyhusband?

Me:I'msureitwillallbefinenow.

Shenodded.

Me:Goonandfinishyourfood.

ShedidandIgotacallfromMello.

Me:Hey.

Mello:sister!

Me:Aren'twesupposetomeettoday?

Mello:Yes.Butnotanymore..Iwantthekidsto

comeovertoday.



Me:Thetwins?

Mello:AndTshego'stoo..soImgoingtofetch

themallAtschool.IncludingTshepo's.

Me:Why?

Mello:Why?

Me:why?Areyouhostingsomething?

Mello:Yes.Wegoingtocampherewiththekids.

Me:Ohthatshouldbefun.

Mello:soI'llfetchallofThekidsfromschool

thenI'llstopbytofetchtheirbags.

Me:okay.

Mello:InanhourcozI'monmywaytofetch

LuyandaandLwandile..

Me:okayfine.

Mello:areyouathome?

Me:no.

Mello:Readotherightthing.



Me:Iwill.

IhungupandCeliweandIwenthome.Somy

plansthatIhadfortheboyswerejinxedagain

butohwell.IpackedtheirbagandMellohooted

whenshearrived.Squad.Tshepo's6,mytwo,

Tshego'stwoandherfour.Ididn'tunderstand

whymumwantedmoregrandkids.Thenoise

theyweremaking.Pabi,ontheotherhand

alreadyhadherbackonhershoulder.She

wantedtoseeher"baby".

Mello:Wegoingtobuybabyapresent.

Pabi:NoI'llstayhere.

Mello;AndwegoingtoMcDonald's.

Pabi:Babywilltakemethere.

Me:Gobuybabyapresent

Lwa:Sala!Stay



Me:Hereyougobaby.

IgavePabiR10.

Mello:Let'sgobuybabyapresentthenwe'll

comebackokay?

Pabi:Okay.

Mello:Shuu.

Me:toughone.

Mello:Tootough.

Iclosedthedoorandshedroveoff.Iwentto

makesureCeliwesettlesInthecottage.

Me:Willyoubefinehere?

Celi:YesIwill.

Me:ifyouneedmeI'llbeinthehouse.



Celi:Thankyousomuch.

Shejusthuggedmeunexpectedly.

Me:Itsokay.Justrelaxokay?

Celi:Okay.

IleftthecottageandbeforeIcouldwalkinto

thehouse,BongandJonopenedthegate.

Me:Rollone

Jon:Smokeone.

Bonga:whenwelivelikethiswesupposeto

party.

Itwasourjambackthen..whenIwasworking

andstudyingparttimeandtheywere



well...studyingfulltime.

Me:itssogoodtoseeyoutwo.

Jon:Yougood?

Me:Iam.HowdidyoutwoknowI'mhome.

Bonga:Cozyouusuallytaketheweekoffafter

vacation.

Me:Oh.

Jon:Andtocheckonyou.

Me:Imissedyoutwo!

Bonga:Wemissedyoutoo..

Jon;Solisten.

Me:Yes?

Jon:wedoingitlikewedidbackthenthis

weekend

Me:party,drink,sleepfor2hours,thenparty

again?



Bonga:yes.

Me:allweekend?

Jon:Yes.

Me:Ican't.

Bonga:Reahaiman

Me:Ican't..Iwantmumtobefinefirst.

Jon:Thatmakessense.

Bonga:Okayfine.

Me:Deal?

Jon;Deal.Beerplease.

Me:Iknewit.

Bonga:We'llbechillinginthegarden.

Me:Okay.

Iwenttogetthembeersandgotmystrawberry

"dakiri"Andsnacks.



Jon:Youstilllovethatsweetthing.

Me:Itsnice.

Jon:it'ssweet.

Bonga:wanttotastethis?

Me:no.

Bonga:yousure?

Me:Yes.

Jon:Andwecan'tsmokeone.

Me:Youcan.

Bonga:Yousure?

Me:yes.

Ichilledwiththeboysandtheyleft2hourslater.

IwenttocheckonCeliwewhowassleeping

andMusacamebacklater.



Me:Hey.

Musa:Hey.

Me:Yougood?

Musa:Iamandyou?

Me:I'mokay.Youhungry?

Musa;Yesactually.

Ipreparedhimsomethingtoeat.

Me:howwasyourday?

Musa:Long.Backtobackmeetings..

Charmainemissesyou.

Me:Imisshertoo.Drink?

Musa:ple...where'sthatcomingfrom?

Celiwe'sbabywascrying.



Musa:canyouhearthat?

Me:Yes..it'sCeliwe'sbaby.

Musa:What?ReabilwewhatdidIsaytoyou?

Me:ShewasInKliptownbaby...

Musa:Reabilwe!

Me:Babyplease...

Musa:whydon'tyoulisten?

Me:Musababyplease...

Musa:Iwantthemoutbytomorrow.Whydo

youalwaysdothis?Youaresopushy!

Me:Iwastryingtohelp.

Musa:oh?

Me:Yes.

Musa:Bybringinghertothishouse?

Me:She'sfamily



Musa:Iwantherout.

Me:Musa...

Musa:Andpackyourbagstoocozyouleaving

withher!
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Me:What?

Musa:Youheardme.

Me:DamnitMusawhatiswrongwithyou?

Hekeptquiet.

Me:YouneedtodealwithYourissues!

Musa:andyouNeedtostopdefyingme.



Itookasuitcaseandstartedpackingmy

clothes.Iwasn'tgoingtoabandona15yearold

andaninfant.TookeverythingIhadtoandwent

tothecottage.

Me:Celi?

Celi:Sis'Rea.

Me:let'sgoNana.

Celi:gowhere?

Me:We'llsee..Come.

Shehadn'tunpackedluckily,Iputourbagsin

theCaranddrovetosomeBnB

Celi:Iseverythingfine

Me:Yourbrotherkickedusout.



Celi:Hekickedyououttoo?

Inodded.

Celi:I'msosorry..Ijustwantedtocomeseehim

butIcangoback...

Ishookmyhead.

Me:no..

Heneededtoworkthroughhisissues.

Me:Don'tworryabouthim.

Celi:okay.



Shelookedexhausted..Thelittleonewasstill

asleep.

Me:Howoldishe?

Celi:3monthsold.

Me:okay.doyouplanongoingbacktoschool?

Shenodded.

Me:That'sgood..Restokay?

Celi:Okay.Thankyouonceagain.

Me:It'sokaybaby.

SherestedherheadandIstartedworking.At

around21:00,IdecidedtocallMello.

Mello:YounevercallMethislate..IsMusa



missing?

Me:No.

Mello:Areyoufine?

Me:Iam..how'sthecampgoing?

Mello:Itsfun.

Me:yougoingtobeverytiredtomorrow.

Mello:Iknow.Mikehashired3morenannies.

Me:Nannies?

Mello:Yes

MikeandMellohadmoneytowasteItellyou.4

oftheirkidswereassignedanannyeach..Why?

Nobodyknew.

Me:okay.

Mello:WecanmeetTomorrow..Imgoingto

needabreak.



Me:Wecandothat.

Mello:Yourpassport'srestingthisweekend?

Isighed.

Me:yep.

Mello:Something'swrong.

Me:I'llactuallycometheretomorrow.

Mello:that'salsofine

Me:Cool..havefun

Mello:youtoo.

Me:byeSissy.

Mello:loveyou.

Me:Iloveyoumore.

Ihungupandworkedtill1am..Thenextday,I



tookCeliweandLangawithmetoMello's.

Mello:Musakickedyouout?

Me:yep.

Celiwewaswithoneofthenannies..Actually

some17yearoldwhobabysatonweekendsfor

extracash.

Mello:ishecrazy?

Me:Idontknow.

Mello:Buthecan'tpunishCeliweforhismum's

sins.

Me:he'snotInterested.

Mello:comestaywithmethen..

Me:Yousure?

Mello:Yes..



Me:I'llgotomum'swhenshegetsdischarged.

Mello:Youcandothat.

Me:AndIneedtogoseehernow.CeliweandI

willmoveinheretomorrow..Afterthesquad

leaves.

Mello:Andnow?

Ihadalreadygrabbedmycarkeys.

Me:I'mgoingtoseemum.I'llcomefetchher.

Shelookslikeshe'shavingfun.

Mello;that'sokay

Me:Seeyouinanhourortwo

Mello:Okay.

Thekidswerehavingfun..Idrovetothe

HospitalandfoundMusathere.



Me:Hi.

Musa:Hey.

Ikeptmyeyesonmycellphone.5minutesto

visitinghour.IwastextingEllawhowas

complainingaboutMebeingscare.Wewalked

tomum'swardinsilencewhenitwastime.

Me:Heymum.

Mum:HeyRea..Musa.

Musa:Helloma,howareyoufeeling?

Mum:Feelstrongertoday.

Musa:That'sgoodme.

Me:Doyouknowwhenyou'llbeout?

Mum:Nextweek..

Me:Okay..



Mum:Whydoyouask?

Me:justcuriousma.

Mum:areyouokayRea?

Me:Iamma..

Mum:Areyousure?

Me:YesIam.

Mum:Musaisshefine?

Musa:Babyareyoufine?

Me:Imjusttiredma.

Mum:It'sthetravelling

Me:Ithinksotoo

Wechilledwithmum.ShewastalkingtoMusa

morethanshewastome.IwenttofetchCeli

andLanga,thenIdecidedtogogetusfood.

Bonga:Rea!



Me:Bonga.

Bonga:Wecanseeyou.

Igiggled.

Me:whereareyou?

Bonga:Nandos.

Ilookedandhewaved.

Me:okay.Myorderisalmostout.

Bonga:Cool.

Ihungup,3minuteslater,myorderwasoutand

Iwenttohim.



Me:I'mguessingyoudrunk.

Bonga:tipsy

Me:Andyoufeellikehotchickentoday?

Bonga:extrahot

Me:Bonga!

Bonga:YounotrollingwithHubbytoday?

Me:Nope.Wheretofromhere?

Bonga:Diepkloof

Me:Ienvyyou.

Idid.

Bonga:letsgo

Me:Icant.

Wewaitedforhisorder,spokefor30minutes



orsoandIdrovebacktotheBnB.Thedoorwas

slightlyopen.

Celi:NoNcane....Iwontbeabletodowhatyou

askedmetodo....Imgoingtotellthe

truth....She'sagoodperson...No,Iwillnothelp

youdestroyhermarriage.Bhut'Musakickedus

outaswespeak...Noitsnotagoodthing...I

wontdoit!IwillnothurtSis'Rea,shedoesnt

deservetobehurt..ifyouwanttodestroyher

marriagewithBhut'Musathencomedoit

yourselfbutImgoingtotellherthetruthand

apologize.
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Iwentbacktothecartochillforabout20

minutesthenwentbackin.Shewasfeedingthe



babyhisbottle.

Me:Youokay?

Celi:I'mfine

Me:Whenyoufeelhungryokay...

Celi:ThankyouSis'Rea.

Me:Okaybaby.

ItextedTshego.Iwon'tlie,firstweirdest

weekend.OnewithoutMusa.Imissedhimso

sosomuch.AtsomepointIfeltlikecryingbut

mypridewouldn'tletme.

Celi:Sis'Rea?

Ilookedather.



Celi:CanItellyousomething?

Me:sure.

Shehadfinishedfeedingandburpingthechild.

Celi:IwassentbyAuntNombusohere.

Me:youtoldme.Toyourbrother

Celi:Yesbuttoalsodestroyyourmarriage.She

saidyoupoisonedBhut'Musaagainstthefamily.

Me:Oh?

Celi:shewantedmetocausefightsbetween

youandBhut'Musaandthateventuallyyoutwo

willgetadivorce.

Me:Isthatso?

Shenodded.



Celi:butafteryoucametofetchmefrom

Kliptown,itwasn'thardtoseethatyouarea

goodpersonandeverythingNcanesaidabout

youisalie.ShesaidBhut'Musaandmumwere

fixingthingsandyoucameintothepictureand

ruinedeverything.

Me:That'swhatshesaid?

Celi:yesandthatyoupoisonedyourwater,

killedyourownchildandblamedmumforit.

Shehadbeenmanipulated.

Me:That'swhatyouweretold?

Shenodded.

Me:Thosearealllies.

Celi:NowIknow.Whywouldyouwanttokill



yourownchild?Riskyourownlifejusttoshift

theblameonsomeoneelse.I'monly

questioningthesethingsnow.I'msosorry.I'll

gobackto...

Me:Youarenotgoinganywhere.

Celi:ButI'vestartedcausingfights.

Me:don'tworryaboutyourbrotherandI..

Celi:Ishouldn't?

IshookMyhead.

Me:Doyouwanttogoback?

Celi:shetoldmeIshouldn'tandthatI'm

useless..

Me:Sowhowereyougoingtogobackto?

Celi:MyfriendinKliptown..

Me:Justdon'tworryokay?



Celi:Okay.

Me:he'ssleeping.Puthimdownandeat.

Celi:Thankyou.

IwenttocallNompioutside

Nompi:Myskwiza.

Me:Howareyou?

Nompi:Imfine.

Me:Nompiisdadthere?

Nompi:Yes.

Me:CanItalktohim?

Nompi:Sure.Holdon.

Minuteslater...



Dad:Koti.

Me:Howareyoubaba?

Dad:I'mfine.Howareyou?

Me:Imnotokay.CanIcometheretomorrow?

Dad:Rea,thisisyourhome.

Me:thankyoubaba.

Dad:Iseverythingfine?

Me:CanIexplainwhenIgetthere?

Dad:Okay.Seeyoutomorrow.

Me:Goodnightbaba.

Dad:goodnightKoti

Ihungupandwentbackinside.

Me:I'mgoingtoMpumalangatomorrowtotry

andsortthisoutokay?



Celi:withme?

Itwasasifitwassomethingshewasagainst.

Me:doyouwantto?

Sheshookherhead.

Me:thenyou'llstayhere.

Celi:Thankyou.

Me:noweat.

Shesmiled.ItwasthefirsttimeIhadeverseen

hersmileandboywasshebeautiful.Whenshe

smiled,hereyeslookedlikeMusa's.Theyjust

shone.



Me:I'mgoingtotakeashowerthenwecando

whateveryoufeellikedoing.

Celi:Canwetalk?

Me:Yeswecandojustthat.

Iwenttoshowerandshewentafterme..her

childwasanangel.Sleptnonstop.

Me:Where'sLanga'sdad?

Celi:Langa'snotmine.

Me:Celi?

Celi:he'sAmanda'schild.

Me:Who'sAmanda?

Celi:AuntNombuso's17yearolddaughter.

Me:theywereusingachildaspartoftheplan?

Shenodded.



Celi:theysaidyou'llfeelsorryformeifIpretend

Ihaveachild

Me:howsickarethey?

Celi:I'mreallysorrySis'Rea

Ishookmyhead.Shewastearingup.

Me:itsokay.Soyourdaddidn'tkickyouout?

Celi:mydadkickedmeout.Butfornotbeinga

virginanymore.Iwastestedtwomonthsago.

HesaidI'manembarassmenttothefamily.

Me:soyouhaveaboyfriend?

Celi:heleftmeafterhesleptwithme.Imnot

pregnantthough.Weusedprotection.

Me:Good.Youarenotsupposetobesleeping

withboys.Youstillyoung.Imgladhedumped

you.



Celi:I'msorry.

Beingateenagerthough..Shewasheartbroken.

Youcouldseeit.These"firstlove"things!Death

tothesoul.

Me:I'mherenow.Toguideyou.

Shesmiledagain

Celi:YouareaverygoodpersonSis'Rea.Itsno

wonderauntNombusodoesn'twantyoutobe

happy.Ourbiblestudyteacheroncesaid..."Evil

peopletrybyallmeanstohurtanddestroythe

goodpeople".Ididntunderstandtillnow.

Me:Youareasmartkid.Howwasitlikebeing

raisedbyyourdad?



Shetoldme,shewasacoolkid.Sheloved

Music,Lovedpaintinganddrawing...definetely

Musa'ssister.Musawasagreatartist,hejust

didnthavetimeanymore.Shealsoloved

accountingandmaths.AndlovedReading.

Interestingkid.Thenextmorning,Idroveto

Mpumalanga.

Dad:Koti.Youcamealone?

Me:Yessir.

Dad:Where'sMusa.

Me:We...wehadafight.

Dad:thatbad?

Me:Heevenkickedmeoutofourhousebaba.

Dad:No.That'snotgood...

Hewasreachingforhisphone.



Me:Nobabadon'tcallhim.

Dad:What'sgoingonRea?

Me:CeliwecamelookingforMusa.

Dad:Nomasonto'sdaughter?

Me:Yesbaba.

Dad:IsawheratNombuso'saweekago.

Me:She'sinJohannesburg.Shehadbeensent

byNombusotodestroyourmarriage.

Dad:shetoldyouthis?

Me:Yes.MusakickedmeoutafterIhadtaken

herin.Shetoldmeeverything.

Dad:That'sNombuso'sstyle.She'slike

Nomasonto.

Me:SoMusa,doesn'twanttowelcomethis

childashissister.

Dad:hestillhasagrudge?

Me:Sayshewon'tacceptsomethingthathurt



you.SoI'mheretoAskifIdidtherightthingby

stickingtoCeliwe'ssideorwillthisbyany

chancehurtyoubaba?AndifI'mwrong,Iwant

tobecorrected.

Heshookhishead

Dad:Iwasangryforthelongesttimebutinall

honesty,thatchilddidnothing.Shedidnothing

wrongandshedidn'tasktobeonthisearth.I

spoketoNompilo,aweekagoandshelistened

whenIsaid,wecan'tpunishCeliweforher

mother'sdeeds.IamnothurtnoramIangry.

Youdidwhatanoblewomanwoulddoandthat

makesmeproudtohaveyouasadaughterin

law.Itisyourdutyasawifetobringpeaceand

harmonytoafamilyandtobringsiblings

togetherlikeyoudidwithMusaandNompilo.

ItsonlyfairthatyoudothesamewithCeliwe.



Iboweddownassigntothankhimforhistime.

Dad:MaMoleferaisedastrong,wisewomanin

you.Goonanddogoodmychild.Blessings

havealreadybeenbestoweduponyou.
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Me:Thankyoubaba.

Dad:nothankyou.Youarethebestthingthat

haseverhappenedtomyson.

Me:NowIhavetodealwithhim.

Musa!Musa!Musawenkosi!



Dad:Itwillbefine.

Me:Ihopeso.Ineedtogoback.Ihavetosee

mamaatthehospitalandgobacktotheboys

andCeliwe.

Dad:youmusttellMewhenshe'soutof

hospitalsoIcancomeandseeher..

Me:Iwillbaba.

Dad:Gowell.

NompiwasathersalonsoIfiguredIwould

passtherebeforehittingtheroad.

Dad:safetravels.

Me:Thankyoubaba.

IgotintothecaranddrovetoThesalon.



Nompi:Hey.

Me:Hey.

Nompi:youcame?

Me:AndnowI'mleaving.

Nompi:HaiwenaRea.

Me:Ihavetogobutfirst..Areyoubusy?

Nompi:NoactuallyI'mabouttocloseup.

Me:Sundaysaren'tsobusyarethey?

Nompi:No.Housecallsmostly.ButluckilyI

havenonetoday.

Me:SocanyouaccompanyMetoyouraunt's?

Nompi:Aunt?

Me:Nombuso.

Nompi:Why?



Itoldher.

Nompi:What?Let'sgo.

ShelockedupandIdrovebehindhertoaunt

Nombuso's.

Nombuso:Rea?

Me:Dumelang.

Nombuso:Whatbringsyouhere?

Me:CanIseeAmanda?

"I'mAmanda"

Shehadanattitude

Me:Youwanttopackafewthingssoyoucan

gofetchyourson?



Sheandhermotherlookedateachother.

Amanda:Idon'tknowWhat...

Me:I'mbeingkindkid.Eitheryoupackan

overnightbagoryougetreportedtoofficials.

Nompi:AndI'mcomingwithyouto

Johannesburg.Tomakesureshedoesn'tditch

herchildagain.

Me:ThankyouNompi.Youdrivingbackwith

hertoday?

Nompi:Yes.

Me:Noneedforabagthen.Let'sgo.

Nombuso;Rea...

Me:Don'ttalktome!Youareadisgusting

humanbeing!

Nompi:Let'sgowena!



Amandagotupfromthecouch,gotinto

Nompi'scarandwedrovebackto

Johannesburg.

Nompi:HeyCeli.

Theyhugged.

Celi:Sis'Nompilo.

Nompi:stayawayfromthem..

Celi:Iwill.

Nompi:YouDontwanttocomewith?

Celi:CanIjuststayherewithSis'Reauntilshe's

okay.

Whatathoughtfulchild.



Nompi:That'sokay..getyourchildwena!

AmandatookLanga

Nompi:Youneedtorest.

Me:Ido.Gettingupat3amtohittheroadat

4amisn'tchild'splayandIstillneedtogotothe

hospital.

Nompi:Now?

Me:I'llgolateronat19:00

Nompi:I'llcomebacktoseeMum.

Me:Okaybabe.Besafe.

Nompi:Iwillbe.

CeliandIwalkedthemtotheparkinglotand

theyleft.Shetookadeepbreath.



Celi:Iwillnothaveachild.

Me:wisedecision..Nowweneedtogo.

Celi:gowhere?

Me:ToAus'Mello's.Wecan'tlivehereforever.

We'llbetheretillIgetusanapartmentokay?

Celi:okay...Ifeelbad...

Me:Youdidnothingwrong.Stopapologizing.

Let'sgo.

WewenttogetourbagsandcheckedoutthenI

drovetomyhouse.IcalledmyfatherInlawto

tellhimthatIhadarrivedsafelyandthatNompi

wasonherwaybackwithAmandaandthe

child..

Me:Ineedtogetthetwins'clothesthenwecan

gotoMello'sokay?Youwanttocomein?



Sheshookherhead.

Me:Okay.I'llbeback.

Iwalkedin,Musawasinthekitchengetting

snacks.

Me:Hey..

Musa:Hi.

Me:Howareyou?

Musa:I'mfine..Howareyou?

Me:I'mokay.Ijustcametofetchthekids'

clothesfortomorrow.

Musa:IkickedyououtnotmySons.

Me:Musayoucancometakethemtomorrow

andwecanworkoutwhenIcanseethem.

We'llbeatMello's.



Iwasn'tinthemoodtofightwithhimreally.I

wasn'tevengoingtoinvolvemykidsinour

issues..Iwenttotheirbedroomtopickouta

fewoutfits,pickedoutoneformyself..Ihad

decidedIwasgoingbacktowork.Hehadtold

metogobackwhenmumwasfinesoIwas

doingexactlythat.

Me:Bye.

Musa:Bye.

Me:I'llforwardyouthebudgetforThenew

project.

Musa:Okay.

Me:Iloveyou.

Silence!Icouldfeelmyheartsink.Iwalkedout

andwentbacktothecar.Ihadtobestrong.



Me:let'sgo..

IdrovetoMello's..Theboyswerehappytosee

me.

Lu:Who'sthis?ShelookslikeAuntNompilo

Lwa:WhydoyoulooklikeourAunt?

Me:Cozshe'salsoyouraunt..

Lu:soyoung?

Me:Yes.

Lwa:what'syourname?

Celi:Celiwe.

Funnyhowtheydidntnoticeherbefore.Maybe

theyweretoobusyplaying.



Lu:I'mLuyanda.

Lwa:I'mLwandile.

Lu:Wearetwins.

Irolledmyeyes.Imeanduh!

Lu:Doyouwantwater?

Celi:No.I'mfine..

Lwa:Doyouwanttositwithus?

Celi:Yessure.

Itookherbagsandleftthemthere..Tshegoand

Tshepo'skidshadalreadyleft.

Mello:where'sthebaby?



Itoldher.

Mello:Smartkid.HowevilisMusa'saunt.

Me:Beatsme.

Mello:Youtwoarestillnotfine?

Ishookmyhead.

Mello:Thisistough.

Me:Iknowright.

Mello:You'llbeFine.

Me:Hopefully..youhavevodka?

Mello:Don'tyoustillneedtodrivetothe

hospital?

Me:ohyes.Crap!I'lldrinkitwhenIgetback

then

WechilledandIwenttothehospitalwithbra



Mike..mumwasdoinggood,thenextday,I

drovetheboysandMello'skidstoschoolthen

wenttowork..lunchedwithoutMusa.Theonly

timewespokewaswhenwediscussedthe

budget.IwasgladwhenIknockedoffandlater

thatday,MelloandIdroveBra'Miketothe

airport.Melloforcedmetocomewithasshe

didntwanttocomebackalone.Hewas

travellingtoKenyaforsomething.Icouldn't

standbeingaroundthem.Theywerealltouchy

touchyandkissing..Iwasgladwhenhefinally

saidgoodbye.

Me:Wow!

Mello:Andthat'sexactlyhowyouandMusa

makeusfeel.

Me:Kerevenge?

Mello:spoton!



Thenextday,drovethekidstoschooland

Musawasn'tatwork.Ididn'tevenwanttoask

Frida.Anotherlongday,wenttoseemumafter

workandwentbacktoMello's.Itactually

helpedbeingtherecozI'donlytakethekidsto

schoolandthenannieswouldfetchthem.

Savedmethetrouble.Celiwealsoenjoyed

beingwiththekids.IwasgoingtoaskBokang

topullafewstringssoshecouldgobackto

schoolinthenewyear.Afriendofhiswasa

headmaster.MusaalsoknewafewpeoplebutI

obviouslycouldn'tgethelpfromhim.Iwas

willingtowait..waitforhimtocomearound.

AndIwasalsowillingtobethereforCeliwe

whohadnoonebyhersideallIhadtodowas

prayforaglimmerofhopeasSamSmithsaid.

Mello:OhRea,justtakethedamnvoucherand

gogetsomething.

Me:whogivesyouallthesegiftvouchers?



Mello:Mike.Youknowhowheis.

Me:Hegiftsyoueveryweek?

Shenodded..

Me:Luckybitch!

Lwa:MsKelly!

Heranintothekitchen.

Lwa:Dad'sheretoseeyou.

Me:Okay.

Mello:Gogettheothersandtellthemtocome

outside

Iwentwithhimtotheloungeandhetoldhis

brothersandsisterswhatMellotoldhim.



Celiwegotupfromthecouchaswellandleft

withthem.

Musa:Hey.

Me:Hey.

Musa:yougood?

Me:Iam..you?

Musa:Imgood..

Me:Whywerentyouatwork?

Musa:Dadhadcalledforme.

Me:youwereinMpumalanga?

Musa:leftlastnight.

Me:Ohokay.

Musa:hesatmedownandspoketome.Im

sorryIletmyangercloudme.

Me:Youneedtoworkonit.

Musa:IknowthatandImsosorryIkickedyou



out.Thatwaswrongofme.

Ikeptquiet.

Musa:Rea,Imsorry.Iamsosorry.Ishouldnt

havetreatedyoutwothewayIdid.

Me:Youshouldnthave.

Musa:canyoucallCeliweforme?

Me:okay.

Iwenttocallher..shelookednervous.

Me:relax.

Celi:Okay.

WentbacktoMusa.



Musa:Heyhowareyou?

Celi:Imfinehowareyou?

Shelookedsonervous.Poorkid.

Musa:Imfine.ImsorryforthewayItreatedyou.

Celi:Sis'Reaexplained.Itsokay.Iforgiveyou.

Musa:thankyou.ImMusawenkosiLeornado

Mabasa.Yourbigbrother.

Celi:AndImCeliweLesediLediha.Yourlittle

sister.

Theyshookhandsandsmiledateachother.

Musa:nicetomeetyoulilsis.

Celi:nicetomeetyoutoobigbro.



Theyfistbumped,amazinglyatthesameand

helookedatme.

Musa:Canwegohomeplease?
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Ilookedathim.

Musa:canItalktoyoursisterfor5minutes?

Celi:okay.

Shelefttheroom



Musa:pleasetalktome

Me:I'msupposetoacceptYourapologyjust

likethat?

Musa:No.Butcanwejustgohomeandfixthis?

Silence

Musa:please.

Me:Idon'tknow.

Musa:Itsnotahomewithoutyou.

Me:Iknowthat.

Musa:Babyplease.

Hewasbegging..

Me:Finestopit!



Musa:Thankyou.

IcalledCeliwebackinandshewenttogetthe

bagswhileItoldMellothatweleaving.

Mello:Comeback

Me:ohIwill.

Mello:Loveyou.

Me:Iloveyoutoo.

IhuggedAndkissedmyniecesandnephews.

Theboysdecidedthey'dridewithdaddyandI,

withtheiraunt.

Me:Howdoyoufeel?

Shetookadeepbreath.



Me:Letitout.

Shedid.

Celi:I'mhappy.

Me:I'mgladyouare..

Celi:Youthinkwe'llgetalong?

Me:Okayletmejustbriefyou...

Shegiggled.

Me:he'safunguy,likesspendingmoney

carelessly,sweet,strictandhedoesn'ttake

nonsense.

Celi:that'sall?

Me:Fornow.



Shegiggled.

Celi:thankyouformakingmeapartofyour

lives.

Me:Don'tsweatthesmallstuff..Thetwinslike

youDontthey?

Celi:theyaresosweet..especiallyLuyanda.

Lwandileisthecuriousoneright?

Me:correct.

Celi:ThoughtI'mwrong.

Me:Anythingelseyou'vepickedout?

Celi:Lwandilehasasmallscar.

Me:That'sRightbutitssomethingyou'dneed

toobserveorelseyouwontnoticeanything.

Celi:isthereanythingelse?

Me:Theirears.



Celi:I'lltakeacloserlook.

Me:Dothat.

WegottothehouseandMusaandtheboys

carriedthebags.

Celi:Thishouseissobeautiful

Shehadonlybeeninthecottage

Me:Thankyou..Come.Letmeshowyouyour

room

Iledhertooneoftherooms.

Me:Hereyougo.

Celi:Thankyou.



Me:pleasure..Makeyourselfcomfortable.Ask

theboystogiveyouatourofthehouse..I

wouldbutImtired.

Celi:NoproblemSis'Rea.

IleftherthereunpackingherbagsandIwentto

checkontheboyswhowerealreadyfalling

asleep.

Me:Yousleeping?

Lu:Yes.

Me:ChangeintoyourPjs.

Theydid..

Me:Goodnight.

Lwa:goodnightMum.



Lu:loveyou.

Me:Iloveyoutoo.

Ikissedthemandwalkedout.

Musa:Sotheygoingtobedwithouteating?

Me:WealreadyhaddinneratMello's.

Musa:Where'sCeliwe?

Me:Settlingin.

Musa:Ohokay.I'llgocheckonher.

Me:Okay.

Iwenttoourbedroomtotakeashowerand

whenIwasdone,hewaswatchingsoccer..Iput

lotiononmybodyandchangedintomyPJs.I

wenttojoinhimthereafterandheswitchedthe

TVoff.HetriedtouchingmeandIdrewback.



Me:Dont...

Ihithishand.

Me:SexshouldbetheLastthingonyourmind.

Hekepthishandtohimself

Musa:I'msorry.

Me:Youkickedmeoutofourhome.

Musa:BabyI'msorry.

Me:NoMusa,youneedtodealwithyour

demons.

Musa:AndIwill.

Me:Yourefusetogofortherapysoyoucanlet

thisgo..damnitMusayourmotherisdead.Can



yougetoverit?

Musa:Imoverherdeath.Look,I'lladmit,Ididnt

wantanythingthatwasgoingtoremindmeof

thebadthingsNomasontodid.

Me:Soyoutookitoutona15yearoldandyour

wife?

Musa:Thatwaswrong.

Me:Itwasverywrong!

Musa:Iknow.IknowandImsorry.

Me:Youshouldbe..

Ifixedmypillowandfacedtheotherway.

Musa:Rea...

Iswitchedmysidelampoff.



Musa:Okay.

Iclosedmyeyesandeventuallyfellasleep,the

nextday,Igotthekidsreadyforschool.

Musa:Sohere'ssomemoneyforyou.There'sa

shopdowntheroad.

Celi:ThankyouBhuti.

Musa:Andifaguysayshitoyouwalkfaster.

Istoppedmyselffromgiggling..Celiwantedto

laugh.

Celi:I'llwalkfaster.

Musa:Good.Keepthegateclosed.Theburglar

gateslocked.

Celi:Iwill



Weleftthehouseanddroppedthekidsoffat

schoolthenwenttowork.

Musa:Stillmad?

Ikeptquiet.

Musa:okaywearestillmad

IlookedoutthewindowtillwegottoworkandI

wentstraighttomyoffice.AtLunch,Hesoftly

knockedonmydoor.

Me:Imworking.

Musa:Youneedtoeat..



Hehadabasketwithhim.

Musa:Hereyougo.Chocolate?

Me:I'mserious.

Musa:"Pleaseforgiveme,IknownotwhatIdo

Pleaseforgiveme,Ican'tstoplovin'you

Don'tdenyme,thispainI'mgoin'through

Pleaseforgiveme,ifIneedyoulikeIdo

Pleasebelieveme,everywordIsayistrue

Pleaseforgiveme,Ican'tstoplovin'you"

Igiggled.

Me:Stopsinging..BryanAdamsshouldsueyou.

Musa:I'msorry.

Me:Fine.Stopbegging



Musa:AmIforgiven?

Me:Yesyouare.

Musa:Thankyou.

☀☀☀☀☀☀

Thefestiveseasonwasgreat.Mumhad

recoveredandMusahadpulledafewstringsso

Celiwasgoingtorepeatgrade10butshewas

therightagesoitwasn'tatrainsmash..sheand

Musagotalongreallywell..Thetwinshad

startedatanewschoolsoitwasnew

beginningsforthekids..Prettymuchthesame

foreveryoneelse..Bongawasgettingreadyfor

histhirdchildashehadmentioned,stillhadto

planthebabyshowerandNomawasalsoabout

togivebirthtotheir7thchild..Mellowasalso

gettingreadyforherfifthchildthoughshewas

monthsawayfromgivingbirth.



Me:Timetogo!Lesedicomeon!

Celi:Imcoming.

Musa:Boys!

Thethreeofthemrantothekitchen..

Musa:Secondweekofschoolandyoualready

late?Notgood..comeon!

WeallrushedoutanddroppedCeliatschool

thenthetwins.Wehadabigmeetingat12that

boredmetodeathbutIgotthroughitluckily.I

wenttoMusa'sofficeaftersohecouldsign

somedocuments.SomeVivianclientcamein.

Vivian:Musa,Iwasintheneighborhood.Hello

sweety.



Me:Hey.

Vivian:Iwonttakemuchofhistime..sorryto

interruptyourmeeting.Justtwominutes.You

don'tneedtogo.

Me:Noproblem.

Vivian:Thankyou.

SheturnedtoMusaagain.

Vivian:ThoughtIshouldlnviteyoutoa

businessDinnerFrank.incinvitedmeto..You

know...takeyouthereasmyplusone.

Musa:Thatwon'tbenecessary..Igotaninvite

tooandI'mtakingmywifewith.

Vivian:Youhavewife?Thelasttimewemetyou

hadnoringon.

Musa:WemetonceVivian,myringwasinfor

cleaningthatdaybesidesyou'vebeendealing



withGeraldeversince..takehimwith.

Vivian:ItsjustabusinessthingMusa.Don'tbe

souptight.Wifeywillunderstand.

Musa:shewill?

Vivian:Yes.Imeanafterallhousewivesneedto

understandthattheirhusbandsneedto

constantlybeouttryingtobringinthemoney.

Ilookedather.Wow!SothisiswhatMusadealt

with.

Vivian:AmIwrong?

Shewasaskingme.

Me:NoexceptI'mhiswife,ashareholderofthis

companyandyouneedtostoptryingtowreck

homes.Take"self-respect"asyourplusoneto



thebusinessdinnerandleavemarriedmen

alone!
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Vivian:NoIdidn'tmeanto...

Me:yourtwominutesisover.

Shetookherinviteandwalkedout.

Me:Right...Page9.

Helaughed.

Musa:Rea,whatthehell?



Me:Whatbaby?

Musa:Thatwasmeanbutshedeservedit.High

five.

Ihighfivedhim.

Musa:remindmetonevermesswithyou..

Me:OhyoualwaysmesswithmebutIjustletit

gocozIloveyou

Musa:Isthatso?

Me:YesSir..

Musa:SeewhatIdealwith?

Me:Isitalwayslikethis?

Musa:WhydoyouthinkIwanttodealwith

maleclientsonly?

Me:Makessensenow.Pleasesign..Ineedtogo.

Musa:Wanttogoouttonight?



Me:AnditsaFridayright?

Musa:Yep.

Me:let'sdoit.

Musa:Noshotstoday.

Me:Thoushallnotbeapartypooper

Musa:Ican'tkeepupwithyouandyouknowit.

Itslikeyouwerebornataclub...

Igiggled.

Me:justsignbaby.

Hedid

Me:thankyou.

Musa:pleasureMsPunchline..



Ismiled.

Me:youknowshedeservedit..15:00baby.

Musa:Okaymylove.

Iwentbacktomyofficeandat15:00,weall

knockedoff.Wewenttofetchthekidsthen

tookthemtomum's.Shehadaskedustocoz

shehardlyspenttimewithher.Theywere

alwayswithusaswehaddecidedtoput

travellingonhold.

Mum:Thanksforbringingthem.

Musa:Itsapleasurema.

Me:SeeyouonSunday.

Mum:Whereareyoutwogoing?



Me;Home.

Mum:younotgoingtotheairport?

Me:Nope.Wearebroke.

SheandMusalaughed.

Mum:Good.Youcanfocusonotherthingsnow.

Me:Yeswecanma.Iloveyou..

Iwasn'tupformum'slectures.

Mum:IloveyoutooRea.

Me:byema.

Wehuggedherthenleft.



Musa:Andwhydidyoudismissherlikethat?

Me:BecauseIknewwherethiswasheading..

Musa:Thebabyissue?

Inodded.

Musa:whichissomethingweneedtodiscuss

actually.

IwasheatingUp.

Musa:Youdon'tthinkitstimeyougotoffthe

pill?

Me:Isit?

Musa:Whatdoyoumean"isit?"

Me:I'masking..

Musa:didn'twetalkaboutthis?



Me:Wesaidtwomonths..

Musa:WearegoingonthethirdRea!

Me:Musajustgivemeabitoftimeplease.

Musa:youwontgetoffitwillyou?

Me:Iwill.

Musa:When?CozI'vebeenbeggingandasking

youtogetoffitsincethebeginningofthis

month.Wenotgettinganyyounger.

Me:MusaIwillgetoffit!

Musa:Idon'tunderstandwhyyougoingback

onyourword.

Me:Work'shectic,IhaveaccountsthatI'm

workingon.I'vegotkidstostressabout,I'm

runningahouseholdandtryingtomakesure

thateverythinggoeswell.

Musa:Hi!

Hewaved.



Musa:Youarenotasingleparent.Youhaveme.

Ikeptquiet.

Musa:ButyouknowWhat!Itsokay.Whenever

youarereadyRea.Whenever..

Hetookhisbeerandwenttochillinthelounge.

Iwenttocancelmydoctor'sappointmentfor

theshotandflushedmypillsdown.Iwasdoing

thisforthesecondtimeanditdidn'tfeelright.

SomethingwasholdingmebackasIgotridof

thepillsbutIdiditanyway.Iwenttothelounge.

Me:Arewestillgoingout?

Musa:Doyouwantto?

Me:I'dloveto..



Musa:Coolthen.

Me:Ihaveafewplacesinmind.

Musa:bringitonbaby.

Musaandpartiesanono!Should'vejustcalled

myboys.

Me:orwecangetwastedtogetherandstay

here.

Musa:that'sabetteridea.Inallhonesty..

Me:cool.

Iwenttogetusdrinks.

Me:Listen,Iwaswrong..

Musa:about?

Me:Thebabything.Wehadagreedonthepill



fortwomonths.

Musa:soyoufinallydecidedtoplayfair?

Me:Yes.

Musa:thatsgoodtoknow.

Me:Comeon

Musa:Whatbaby?

Me:I'mgoingtogetsuchresponsesallthetime.

Musa:Ijustdontunderstandwhyyouwere

beingsodifficult.maybeI'mthewrongonehere

andnotgettingit.CanIjustaskyousomething?

Me:Yes.

Musa:doyouthinkyouareReadyforachild?

Iswallowedhard.

Me:IthinkIam.

Musa:Youneedtobecertain.



Me:Yes.

Musa:Rea,Iwontforceyoutohaveachildthen

thenextthingyouwontgivehim/herthelove

theydeserve.

Me:Imnotcruel.

Musa:Ididntsaythat.

Me:Then?

Musa:Ijustwantyoutobesure.

Me:okayMusawenkosi.

Musa;Justsleeponitanddecideokay?

Me:okay.

Musa:Youreallywanttodrinkvodka?

Me:Yes.

Wewereslowlygettingbacktoourselves.The

weekendwasrough!Wedidntevenfetchthe

kidsfrommum'sonsundayandwewentto



workwithheavyeyes..Therewasasoftknock.

Me:ComeinCharmaine!

"It'snotCharmaine"

Me:Ohsorryhello

"I'mEdwin,fromMalcolm's,we'vebeen

assignedtoworkonthe...

Me:on"silverproject"

Ed:yes.

Me:Ohnicetomeetyou.I'mKelly

Ed:Nicetomeetyoutoo.

Me:Howaboutwegoworkonthisoutside?

Ed:Roughweekend.

Me:Toorough.

Igotmythings.



Ed:Afteryouma'am.

Wewenttothegarden.Ineededthefreshair.

Me:Okaysolet'sseeworkouthowour

companiescanbothbenefitfromthis..

Ed:surething...

Westartedworking.Ilikedhisworkethic,we

werejustflowing,infact,wecoveredmost

partsandthenexttimewe'dmeet,wejusthard

toworkoutasuitablebudget.

Ed:Iftheydon'tapprovethenIdon'tknow...

Me:Thentheyshouldprobablygetnewpeople

toworkonthis.



Iwaswalkinghimtotheothersideofthe

buildingsohecouldgetbacktohiscar.

Ed:Iagree.

Wewerelaughingatsomethingwhenwe

bumpedintoMusa.

Me:OkaysoEd...thisisMusawenkosiMabasa,

he'stheCEOofthiscompany.MrMabasathis

isEdwinLithole.HeworksforMalcolm's.He's

mysilverprojectpartner.

Ed:nicetomeetyouSir

Musa:LikewiseSirbutnexttimekeepyour

handsoffyourcolleague'sinthiscaseyour

projectpartner'swaist..It'sabitunethical.
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Hequicklytookhishandoffmywaist.Itwas

innocent

Ed:ForgivemeSir.I'llcallyousowecan

scheduleournextmeeting?

Me:Sure.

Ed:GooddayMrMabasa.

Musa:GooddayMrLithole.

Hewalkedaway.

Musa:Andthat?

Me:Don'tmakeabigdealoutofit.

Musa:Don'tmakeabigdealoutofit?



Me:Yes.Itwasafriendlytouch.

Musa:Justlikethat?

Me:Babydon'tbejealous.

Musa:Rea,you'remywife.

Me:Iknowthat.

Igrabbedthecarkeysfromhim.

Me:Followme

Musa:Ihaveameetingin20minuteswhereare

youtakingme?

Me:JustfollowmeMusa.

Musa:Rea.

Me:Justfollowme.

Hedid.



Musa:Whatarewedoinghere?

Me:Givemeyourbriefcase..

Musa:Rea...

Me:Justgiveittome.

Hehesitatedatfirstbutgaveittome.Iputboth

ourbriefcasesinthetrunkandopenedthe

passengerdoorforhim.

Musa:What'sgoingon?

Me:Getinthecar.Wehave17minutes..

HedidAndIgotintothedriver'sseatthendrove

toanotherparkingspotwherethereweren'tany

cameras.Ontheothersideofthebuilding.No

oneevercamethatside.



Musa:younotserious...

Me:Iam.

Igrabbedstartedunbucklinghisbelt.

Musa:Rea...

Me:don'tsayanything.

Idecidedshuthimupwithmylips,loweredhis

seattillhewasonhisbackandIgotinsideof

me.Imovedatmyownpace,takingmytime

andwhenitwasaminutetohismeeting,Igot

offhimandgotmylipsoffhis.

Me:Thankyou.

Musa:whatthehelljusthappened?



Hewasindisbeliefashefixedhimselfup.

Me:Ijustdidtoyouwhatyoudidtome5close

to6yearsAgonow.

Ifixedmydressandwipedthelipstickoffhis

lipswithmyfingers.

Musa:Rea...

Me:YouarelateforyourmeetingMrMabasa.

Fixyourtie.

Igotmademyselfcomfortableanddroveback

toourparkingspot

Me:Goodluck.



Hegotoutofthecar,wenttotakehisbriefcase

andrushedbackin.Itookmytimeandafter15

minuteswentbackin.

Tshego:we'vebeenwaiting.

Mello:wejustsawMusarushingintothe

boardroomhedidn'tseeusthough.Wherewere

you?

Me:Iwaswithhim..

Tshego:allthetime?

Me:yes.Whatbringsyouladieshere?

Tshego:wearetakingyououtforlunch.

Me:ohthat'snice.

Tshego:Wanttograbyourthings?

Me:Surething.Letmejusttidyupthisdesk.



Mello:That'sacutepicture.

Itwasthethreeofus,wewerelaughingat

somethingTshepohadsaidonthatdayand

Nomacapturedthemoment.

Me:Itis.Greatangle.

Tshego:Nomashouldconsiderbeinga

photographer..

Me:Ohno.Nomaisamummy.

Tshego:7kidsisalot.Itoldher.

Mello:it'snotyourplaceto.Besidesshe'son4

kids.ThethreeTshepocamewithintothe

marriagemakeit7.

Tshego:She'sstillgoingtohave3morekids.

Soitwillmakethat7ofherbiologicalkidsand

3whichareherstepchildren.

Mello:shemustgoforit.WhenthisoneI'm



carryingturns4months,I'mgettingpregnant

withmy6th.

Tshego:Mamello!

Mello:Kengsister?

Tshego:Whatareyou?Ababymachine?

Mello:No.I'mawife.

Tshego:Soyouneedtokeeppoppingbabies?

Mello:Yes.MikeandIdecidedagesagothatwe

want10kids.TshepoandNomahavethesame

visionasus.

Tshego:That'sonemessed...

Therewasaknock.

Me:Comein..

Hesteppedin.Icouldn'thelpbutsmile.



Musa:Sisters.

Tshego:HeyMusa.

Mello:HeyMusa

Musa:areyousistersgood?

Mello:Weare.Howareyou?

Musa:I'mgood..

Me:Arentyouinameeting?

Musa:No,Icouldn'tconcentrate.

Igiggled.Icouldtellhewantedustotakethe

restofthedayoffsohecouldhavemehisway.

Me:Isthatall?

Musa:Andtheyweren'twellprepared

Me:AndhowcanIhelpyou?



Heputhishandsinhispocket.

Musa:Iactuallydon'tknow.Ijustcameto

checkonyou..

Me:oh?

Musa:Yes.

Ismiled.

Me:I'mfine..I'mgoingoutforlunchwiththe

girls.I'llbringyousomething..

Musa:Okay.Thankyou.

Mello:Wellatleastyoustillrememberhe'sstill

yourhusbandevenatwork.

MusaandIgiggled.



Musa:Haveagreatoneladies..

Tshego:YoutooMusa.

HelefttheofficeandIfinished.

Me:let'sgo.

Tshego:please.Imhungry.

Weleft.Tshegogetgettingcallsfromsome

numberbuttherewasanetworkproblem.

Mello:Iftheyareserious,they'llcallagain.

Tshego:Okaysowherewerewe?

Mello:Reaareyoupregnantyet?



MellowassoRandom.

Me:No..

Mello:Whynot?

Me:CozI'mnot.

Tshego:Willyoueverhaveathirdchild?

Me:Lwandileismythirdchild.

Tshego:Rea,stopthinkingaboutthekidsyou

lost.

Me:Howaboutwestoptalkingaboutkids?.The

topichasstartedannoyingme.

Mello:okayfine

Tshego'sphonerangagain.MelloandIspoke

aboutthebabyshower,Ihadtoorganisefor

Grace....

Mello:Doyouhaveathemeyet?



Me:Notyet.Idon'tknowwhyBongaaskedme

todothis

Mello:Icanhelp.

Me:I'dlikethat

Tshego:Twins

Westoppedtalkingandpaidattentiontoher..

Tshego:Thepersonthathasbeentryingtocall

meisThapelo.

Me:Thapeloourbrother?

Tshego:Yes..

Mello:Isheokay?

Tshego:He'sfine.Wehavesomethingnewto

dealwithnow.

Me:IfitinvolvesGloriacountmeout.

Tshego:Rea!



Me:I'mserious.Thatwomanalmostputmylife

indanger.I'mnotinterested.

Mello:Iwon'thavetodealwithitcozIdon't

evenknowher.

Me:Soyoucandealwithitalone.Kengshe's

gettingparolesosheneedsaplacetostay?

Tshego:No.Shepassedonthismorning.What

sheneedsisafuneral
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Me:Shedied?

Tshego:yes.

Mello:Whathappened?

Tshego:Apparentlyshewassick.

Me:ohshame!



Mello:maysherestinpeace.

Me:Somaybewecangoforyellow,goldanda

bitofNavy.

Mello:Dotheyknowthegenderyet?

Me:Boy.

Mello:Ohthosearetheperfectcolorsthen.

Me:Ithinkwe'llbeabletofindthe...

"hey!"

Wekeptquietagain.

Tshego:Yourmotherjustdied.

Me:andwearenotinterested.

Tshego:Reabilwe!

Mello:no..dontshoutTshego.



Tshego:I'msupposetoshout.

Mellofoundaparkingspot..

Me:Younotsupooseto.

Mello:Likeshesaidsis...wearenotinterested.

Me:Exactly!

Tshego:MamelloandReabilwe...

Wewereinforit.

Tshego:Fine...Igetit,younotinterestedbut

whataboutThapelo?

Me:Canwegoinside?

Tshego:Fine.



Wegotoutofthecarandwentintothe

restaurant,weordereddrinksandfood.

Tshego:Areyoutwowillingtolisten?

Wekeptquiet.

Tshego:It'sokay,youdon'tneedtobe

interested.Youjustneedtobetherefor

Thapelo.

Mello:butwhy?

Tshego:Becausehe'syourbrother.

Me:yesheis.

Mello:Andwearesorryforhisloss.

Tshego:whatkindofchildrenareyou?

Wesatstillandfoldedourarmsatthesame



time.

Tshego:WearegoingtosupportThapelo..No

oneisaskingyoutocontributetowardsthe

funeral..JustbethereforThapelo.

Mello:OkayTshego.

Tshego:"okay?"

Me:Yes.

Tshego:elaborateonthat"okay"

Me:MelloandIwillattendthefuneral.

Mello:forThapelo'sside.

Tshego:Good.

Me:where'sthefood?

Theybothgiggled.

Mello:youbacktobeingafoodlover?



Me:Yes!

Tshego:Goodtoseeyoueat.

Weweren'tsadatall.Imeanwedidn'teven

knowhersowhatever..

Me:Butwe'llbethereonSaturdaymorning.

Tshego:you'llgetthereontheDayofthe

funeral?

Me:Yes..Mykidsneedtogotoschool..

Tshego:BathongRea!

Me:Let'snotfightaboutthisplease..

Tshego:Fine.

Wehadlunchandtheytookmebacktothe

office.



Me:hereyougoSir.

Musa:ThankyouMa'am.

Me:pleasure.

Musa:Howwaslunchwiththegirls?

Me:Itwasfine..soGloriapassedon.

Musa:that'ssad..howdoyoufeel?

Me:likemyself.

Musa:Younothurt?

Me:nope.

Musa:atall?

Ishookmyhead.

Me:ButTshegowantsustobetherefor

Thapelo.

Musa:And?



Me:Andwegoingbutthat'sabout.it.

Musa:Sure?

Inodded.

Musa:YouknowI'ma110%behindyouright?

Me:OhthatIknow..Andthankyou.

Musa:Don'tmentionitmylove.

Me:Andletmegetbacktowork

Musa:Bytheway...

Igiggled.

Musa:Whatisit?

Me:Nonothing.Goon.

Musa:Whathappenedearlieronwasnice.



Me:I'mnice..

Musa:You'reaverynice..

Ismiledandgotup.

Me:Enjoyyourfood.Tothemoonandback.

Musa:Tothemoonandbackmybabe

Iwentbacktowork.Theweekendwentbyreal

fastandwewenttothefuneralonSaturday.

OurkidsstayedwithCeliandthenanniesMello

had.Ididn'tgotothegravesite,Istayedwith

Mello,apparentlypregnantwomenweren't

allowedtogothere.Customsorsomethinglike

that.

Me:Whattimewilltheybeback?

Mello:YoumissMusa?



Me:Yes.They'vebeengonetothecemetery

forever.

Mello:theynotexactlyusingatractortofillthe

gravewithsoilyouknow?

Isatdown.

Me:fine.

Mello:Rea,Musawillbethedeathofyou.

Me:Iknowthat.

Mello:theloveyoutwoshareisdangerous.

Me:YousoundlikeNompilonow..sheoncesaid

that.

Mello:ThenitmeansI'mright.

Me:Okayifthat'swhatyouthink.Doyouwant

somethingtodrink?

Mello:Aciderwouldbenice



Me:forgetit!

IwasgladwhenMusaAndtherestofthe

familyandfriendscamebackfromthe

cemetery.Ataround16:00,weleftandfetched

kidsfromschool.Anotherbusyweek,butI

managedtomeetwithEdwinsowecould

discussafewthings.Wemadeagreatteam.

WeevenwentoutforlunchonWednesdayandI

gottomeettheloveofhislife,Anele,whatan

amazingsoul.OnThursday,wewentforthe

businessdinner,Vivianwastherebutonly

greetedMusa.AndwhenitwasFriday,Iwas

happy.Ireallywas.AndIwasgoingtorecharge

cozInthatweek,IhadtodealwithLwandile

whoWaseveryexperimental..hethoughthe

wasascientist.Luyandaontheotherhand,was

verychilled..Agent.Calm,Smartand

understanding..Celiwasalsoverybusy,grade

10wasn'tpapenvleis..Plusshehadchanged

subjects.



Musa:peacefinally!

Theyhadjustleft..Tshegowashavingthemfor

theweekend.

Me:Youdoknowthattheyarecominghere

nextweekright?

Musa:youkiddingme.

Me:Yep.

Musa:That'sbad.

Me;You'llbestrong.

Musa:DoIhaveachoice?

Me:Nopeactually

Ipackedthelastfewthings.



Musa:Andnow?

HeaskedasIzippedmybag.

Musa:Whereto?

Me:Potchbaby.

Musa:Potch?

Me:Potchefstroom

Musa:TodoWhat?

Me:butItoldyouIminvitedmetoabusiness

conferencefortheweekend.

Musa:Rea...

Me:baby,IemailedyouthedetailsandItold

youwe'dtalkwhenwegothomebutyouwere

helpingCeliwithaccountingtilllatesowe

couldn't.

Musa:sohowdidyoufindoutaboutit?



Me:Edwin..wegoingtogether.

Musa:what?

Me:yes.

Musa:No.

Me:Musa,itsabusinessconference!Itwillbe

goodfor...

Musa:Rea!Idon'tcare.Evenifhehadinvited

youtoachurchconferenceI'dstillsayno!

Me:Mus...

Musa:Younotgoinganywhere.
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Icouldnotbelievemyears.Ithrewthetoiletry

bagonthebed.



Me:areyouserious?

Musa:Yes

Me:Itsaconference!Edwinis....

Musa:Idon'tcareRea!

Me:Youdonotownme.

Musa:yougoingtoaconferencewithaman

andI'msupposetobeokaywiththat?

Me:It'sEdwin.

Musa:Thesameguywhoputshishandonyour

waistright?

Me:Youarejustbeingimpossible.

Musa:noI'mnot.

IgotoutoftheshoesIwaswearingandtexted

EdwintotellhimthatI'mnotgoingwithhim

anymore.



Musa:Rea,putyourphonedownI'mtalkingto

you.

Itosseditaside.

Me:whatelsewouldyoulikemetodoyour

Majesty?

Musa:Don'tgetcheekywithme.

Hehadastraightface.Itwasintimidating.I

foldedmyarmsandlookedathim.

Musa:Youaremarried.

Me:IthinkIknowthat.

Musa:Sobehavelikeamarriedwoman.

Me:Justlikethat?

Musa:howwouldyoufeelifIweretodothe



same?

Ikeptquiet.

Musa:Exactly!Canyougetintosomething

comfortableIwanttotakeyouout.

Whatthehell?Seriously?Isatstill.

Musa:Reaplease.

Me:No!

Musa:Reabilwe

Me:Musawenkosi.

Musa:Iaskedyoutodosomething.

Me:Youdidn'taskme.Youtoldme.Ididn'thear

a"please"youwantmetodoever...

Musa:Okay.Idon'twanttofightwithyou.You



arewrongandyouknowit.Iwon'tallowmy

wifetogoonagetawaywithanotherman.

Me:itsnotagetaway..

Musa:babyit'sstillwrong!Canyoujustchange?

Please.

Igotupfromthebedandchangedintoa

bodysuitandshorts,decidedtowearsandals.I

letmyhairdown.

Musa:Rea..

Me:no.Leavemealone..

Hewantedtocomplainabouttheoutfit.Itook

mybagandlookedathim.

Me:Let'sgo



Musa:Okay.

Hetookthecarkeysandlockedupthenweleft

Me:whereareyoutakingme?

Iwasputtingonlipstick.

Musa:Youreallytryingtoprovokemetoday

aren'tyou?

Me:Howso?

Musa:Rea,youdecidetowearbumshortsand

Yougrababodysuitthatisvery....

Me:cute..

Musa:No.

Me:Youhaveaproblemwithmyoutfit?

Musa:Yes..



Me:Okay.Ilikeit.

Musa:Ofcourseyoudocozyoulikeprovoking

me.

Me:Imnotprovokingyou.

Iputmymakeupbagbackinhandbag.

Me:Whereareyoutakingme?

Musa:I'mtakingyououtfordinner.

Me:whosaidI'mhungry?

Musa:Youlookhungry.

Me:Youarealotofthingsaren'tyou?

Musa:Maybe.Butoutofallthosethings,Ilove

beingyourhusband,afathertomysonsand

beingabrotherthemost...

Ilookedathim.



Musa:didIdoanythingwrong?

Me:No..

Musa:stillmad?

Me:nopointinbeingmad

Wefinallygottowherehewastakingme.

Me:Steakhouse?

Musa:yep.

Me:wellwellwell...myfavorite!

IgotoutofthecarfirstandIheardhimlaugh.

Musa:Canyouwaitforme?

Me:pleasehurry.



Iwashungry.Justseeingtheword

"steakhouse"mademehuangry.

Musa:Fine

Iwaitedforhimtocomemywayandslidmy

handintohisthenwewentinside.

Musa:Idon'tappreciatehoweveryoneis

lookingatyou..

Me:Why'sthatSir?

Musa:Theeyesofthemenherearefulloflust.

Igiggled.

Musa:I'mseriousRea.Youdon'tevenlooklike



youhavetwokids.

Me:andyouneedtochillandeat.

Musa:Oh?

Me:YesSir.

Wehadalovelyevening,whenwegothome,let

mejustsay...wesleptat4am.Iwaswokenup

byfingersmovingaroundmyneckandmy

breasts.Iwasstillnaked...

Musa:goodmorning..

Me:whattimeisit?

Musa:9:30.

Me:Ishould...

Musa:keepquiet.

HepulledmetohimandIwassuddenlyonmy



back.

Me:Musadon'tdoit..

Musa:whatshouldntIdo?

Me:I'mstilltiredfrom..

HewasalreadydoingwhatItoldhimnottodo.

Ifinallycaughtmybreathwhenhewasdone.

Me:Youwokemeuptohurtmemore?

Musa:DidIhurtyou?

Me:Yes.

Musa:I'msorry.

Me:Itwasexhilaratingthough.

Musa:Oh?

Me:Yes.



Musa:wellit'sapleasureMrsMabasa.

Me:whatarewedoingtoday?

Musa:Wecanchillindoorsallday.

Me:Or?

Musa:orwecangoout.

Me:Idon'tfeellikegoingout..

Musa:Thenwechill.

Me:Okaycoolthen.Andyou'remaking

breakfast.

Musa:Ialwaysmakebreakfastbaby.

Hegotoutofbedandpulledhisshortson.He

gotmeonehisshirtsthatIalwaysputon.We

wenttothebathroomtorefreshenupandhe

wenttoworkonbreakfastwhileItidiedup.

Me:SoIwasthinking...



Musa:Ohno!

Igiggled.

Me:Whatisit?

Musa:IfeellikeI'mgoingtobeintrouble..

Me:No.Myphone'sonyouright?

Musa:yesandMello'sbeentextingyou.

Hetookitout.

Me:Thatphone'salwaysbusy.Anyway..

Iwenttositnexttohimandstartedscrolling

throughmyphone.



Me:This!

Musa:Youwanttochangethegardensetup?

Me:Yep.

Musa:Itsnice.

Me:Itisright?

Therewasaknock

Musa:I'llgetit.

Heopenedthedoor,greetedandthanked

someone.

Me:Who'sthat?

Musa:Deliveryguy.

Me:OnSaturday?



Musa:Yesbaby.Moneydoesn'trestthisisfor

you.

Me:Ohyoucanopenit.

Hedidanditwastwopiecelingerie.

Me:SoThat'sprobablyTshego.Shelikes

buyinguslingerie.

Hegiggled.

Musa:Tshegoshouldreallyopenalingerie

shop.

Heopenedacardandstartedreading.

"HiKelly,hopeyougood.Justcheckingupon



youandremindingyouthatIloveyou.Potchis

dullwithoutyou.HadfunwithyouonThursday,

havethison,thenexttimewemeet.Love,Ed"
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Me:Huh?

Musa:dontsay"huh?"What'sgoingon?

Iwasalsoconfused.

Me:IDontknow..

Musa:Youdon'tknow?

Me:No.

Musa:Thiscamethroughforyou.

Me:Iknow.



Musa:ReawhathappenedonThursday?

Me:nothing.

Musa:Reabilwe!

Iwasgettingscared.

Me:look,WehadlunchonWednesday.

Musa:Andyoudidn'ttellmethis?

Me:AndonThursdaymorning,wemetfor

coffeeatthelittlecoffeeshopnearTotal

garage..

Musa:YouwentoutforlunchwithEd?

Inodded.

Musa:Youarecolleaguesnotfriends.

Me:He'sreallygoodcompanyMusa...



Hiseyesalmostpoppedoutofhissockets.

Me:Nothat'snot...

Musa:Rea,doyoulovethisguy?

Me:Yes...Imean...

Ididn'tknowtosay.

Musa:Andthisisthesameguyyoutoldmeto

notworryabout!

Me:Musa...

Hewalkedawayfromme.

Me:Babypleaselisten...



Hekeptwalking..IfollowedhimandbeforeI

gottothedoor,heshutit.Iwenttogetmy

phonesoIcouldcallEdbutitwasoff..minutes

later,hecameoutchanged.

Me:Musapleaselisten...

Musa:Towhat?Rea,Youhavelunchwithother

men,meetupwiththemforcoffee,packtogo

withthemonconferencesinPotchandnow

lingerie?

Me:Itsnotwhatyouthink.

Musa:Ithoughtwedidn'tkeepsecrets.

Me:it'snot.

Musa:Itis.I'mgoingtoBonginkosi's.

Me:Musa...

Musa:Reaplease.



Heleft.Ihadevenlostmyappetite.Iclearedup,

washedthedishesandchangedtoo.Ed's

phonewasoffandIdidn'tevenwanttocall

Anele.BesidesIknewtheyweren'ttogether.

Anelewasn'tintobusinessconference..Heard

itfromthehorse'smouth.IdrovetoElla's.

Ella:Dumelang.

Me:heyElla.

Ella:Yougethereandjustsit?

Me:Imsorry.

Ella:Youokay?

Me:I'mfine.

Ella:What'sonyourmind?

Me:Alothey..work.

Ella:Youlooktired.

Me:Iam.



Ella:YouandMusaarestillpartyanimals?

Me:somethinglikethat.

Ella:youokay?

Me:IamElla..canIhavesomewater?

Ella:Okay.

Shegavemeabottle.

Me:Canwegoout?Wherearethekids?

Ella:TheyareattheirGranny's.

Me:Xolani'smum?

Ella:yes.

Me:Canwegooutfordrinks?

Ella:sure.

Me:Thankyou.



shegrabbedherbagandlockedup.

Ella:Youreallylooktired.Reaareyoufine?

Me:yes.AndI'msure

Ella:okay.

Wedrovetosomepub

Ella;Justonecocktailforyou.

Me:Why?

Ella:Cozyoudriving..

Me:OkayElla.

Weordereddrinks.

Ella:how'slife?



Me:Allgood.

Ella:Andismakingyousotiredandstressed.

Me:Workishectic.

Ella:howarethekidsdoing?

Me:Celiisfine.Luyandaisstillasmartgent

andthenthere'sLwandile...

Shegiggled.

Ella:he'sstillascientist?

Me:Wehavetokeepeverythingfromhim,

Domestos,handyAndyetcfromhim.

Ella:He'salsosmart.

Me:heis.However,he'sveryexperimental.

Luyandaontheotherhand,wantsustoalso

watchtheanimalchannel.Thosekidsareweird.

Ella:Theyareyourkids.



Me:LwandileistooActive.

Ella:He'llgetBetter.

Me:Orworse.

Ella:Okayyes

Me:Andhowyourkidsdoing?

Ella:Stillthesame.

Me:stillloveGrannymore.

Ella:Youknowthem

Wesighed.

Ella:Growinguphey.

Me:Ifonlytheyhadtoldme.

Ella:ItsInescapable.

Me:That'strue.

Ella:andwhen'syournextvacation?



Ishookmyhead.

Ella:What'sthatsupposetomean?

Me:Westillhavealotofthingstodo.Vacation

willcomeafterwhy?

Ella:Cozwegoingtohaveapartyfor

Nondumiso..

Me:Youguysandpartiesforkids.

ItssomethingMusaandIdidn'tbelievein.We'd

rathertravelwithourkidsthanhaveparties.

Ella:Inamonth..

Me:I'llbethere..listen,Grace'sBabyshower.

Ella:Whenisit?

Me:nextweekend.



Ella:Okaycool.

WehadourdrinksandwhenIgothomeat

around20:30,Musawaswatchingamovieon

hislaptop.HehadsetsonandIdecidedtogo

straighttobed..onSundaymorning,wewentto

church,MusaspenttheafternoonwithPabiand

wehadlunchatMum's.Familythings.Wewent

backhomelateandhelockedhimselfinthe

studycozhehadsomethingtoworkon.Ifinally

gotaholdofEdwinonMondayandaskedifwe

couldmeetup.

Me:Hey.

Ed:HeyRea.

Me:Howareyou?

Ed:I'mfine..areyouangryatme?

Me:howwasyourweekend?



Ed:Quitenice.Youshouldhavecamethrough.

Me:Mmm...

Ed:HaiReawhyareyoumoody?

Me:Ishouldbe.

IGavehimthegift.

Me:I'mconfusednowreallyEdwincozI

thoughtyouhappywithAneleandnowthis?Are

youconfused?

Ed:Whoa!There'snothingtobeconfused

about..IamhappywithAnele.Andyouknow

this.Rea,youarebeautifulyesbutI'mnot

attractedtowomen.Andyouknowthis.

Me:Youdidntsendthese?

Ed:no.IdidntsendyouthoseandIdidn'teven

signthiscard.
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Me:Youdidn't?

Ed:I'dsendyouchocolateandliquor.

Ilaughed.

Ed:clearlysomeoneisplayinggames.

Me:That'strue.

Ed:butwho?

Me:Ireallydon'tknow.

Ed:Pleaseeat.

Me:Musaismadatme.HethinksI'mcheating

onhim.

Ed:DidyoutellhimI'mgay?



Me:Hedidn'tevengivemethetimeofday

Ed:Trytoday.

Me:Iwill.Anyway,howwasPotch?

Ed:Potchwasfun.

Me:Interesting?

Ed:Very..goodfornetworking.

Me:wishIwasthere.

Ed:otherconferenceswillbehosted.

Me:andI'lldefinitelytagalong.

Ed:SoonSaturday,I'mhavingabraai.

Me:I'mhostingababyshoweronSaturday.

Ed:who'shavingababy?

Me:Mybestfriend'swife.

Ed:CanAneleandIcome?

Igiggled.



Me:Yousure?

Ed:Yes.

Me:Okay.

Ed:Boy?Girl?

Me:Boy.

Ed:Venue?

Me:I'llSMSyouthedetails.

Ed:andyou'llbefine.

Me:Ihopeso.

Ed:Youreallylovehimdon'tyou?

Me:Thatobvious?

Ed:Yes.Youlookweary.

Me:Ohwow.

Ed:butIreallyhopeyou'llbefine..I'llconduct

myowninvestigationsaswell..



Me:Ohno.Dontworryaboutthat.

Ed:Yousure?

Me:Yes.

Ed:Okay.

Me:AndIneedtogetbacktowork.

Ed:metoo.SeeyouonWednesday?

Me:Seeyou

Wehugged.

Ed:Anelewillwantthatlipstick.

Me:I'llwaitforhimtoask

Ed:hedoesn'task.Hetakes.

Igiggledandwehuggedagain.



Ed:Takecare.

Me:Youtoo.

Ed:Like/Loveyouman!

Me:Ilike/loveyoutoobabe!

HewalkedmetomycarandIwentbacktothe

office..IsawMusaintheboardroomandIjust

decidedtogowork.IgotacallfromMike

minuteslater.

Me:Bra'Mike.

Mike:HeyRea,yougood?

Me:Iamyou?

Mike:Notgood.I'vejustreceivedacall.Mello'

hasbeenrushedtothehospitalinParktown,

canyougothere?



Iwasalreadyup.

Mike:I'monmywaybackfromtheFreeState.

Me:Okay.

Ihungupandgrabbedmythings,rushedtothe

hospital,askedwhereshewasatreception.

Me:Mello.

Mello:Hey.

Me:Areyoufine.

StupidQuestion.

Me:whathappened?

Mello:Ijustcollapsed.



Me:Why?

Mello:ApparentlyI'mdehydrated.

Me:Youare.

Mello:Reahaiman.

Me:Willyoubefinethough?

Mello:yes..

Me:okay

Mello:youcangobacktoworknow.

Me:No.

Mello:"no?"

Me:I'llstayherewithyouuntilI'mcertain

everything'sfine.

Mello:YouknowI'mgoinghometodayright?

Me:Anditsokay.

Mello:Rea.

Me:Mello?



Mello;Areyoufine?

Me:I'mjusttired.

Mello:Youdidn'tseemfineyesterday.

Me:IWasabitsickyesterday

Mello:Iseverythingokay?

Inodded.

Mello:Yousure?

Me:I'mjusttiredandIactuallyfeellikevomiting.

Mello:YouateMayo?

Me:chickenmayosandwich.

Mello:wetoldyoustopEatingthat.

Me:Iloveit.

Mello:Itdoesn'tloveyou.

Me:Thisisnotevenaboutme...it'saboutyou.



Mello:AndI'mfine.

Me:untilthedoctorssaysothenyounotFine.

Mello:Reabilwe!

Me:keepquiet.

Mello:Ohnoyoudidn't!

Me:OhyesIdid.

Igotmymagazineoutofmybag.

Mello:Anddon'tthinkIcan'tseethatyounot

fine.

Me:Mamello...

Mello:Readyourmagazine.

IdidandIdrovehertoherhouse..ItextedMusa,

askinghimtofetchthekidsandExplainingthat

I'dbelateandwhy.



Mello:I'mfine.

Me:Noyou'renot.

Mello:It'shotoutside.

Me:Iknow.

Mello:sowhyareyoutuckingmein?

Me:CozIwantyoutobewarm.

Mello:Rea,I'mjustpregnant.

Me:Justbewarm.Anddrinkwater.

Mello:Isthatall?

Me:andtakeyourvitamins.

Mello:Isthatall?

Me:Yes.

Mello:Youcangobacktoyourhusbandnow.

Me:OhsoyouaskingMetoleave?

Mello:Yes!



Me:Fine.

Ikissedher,wenttosaybyeyouNiecesand

nephewsandwentbackhome.IfoundMusa

cooking.

Me:Hey.

Musa:Hey.

Me:Yougood?

Musa:Yes.

Me:Wherearethekids?

Musa;InCeli'sroom..she'shelpingthemwith

homework.

Me:Ohokayhowwasyourday?

Musa:Fine.How'sMellodoing?

Me:she'sfine.Shewasjustdehydrated.

Musa:Andhow'sEdwindoing?



Me:he'sfine..Edwin'sgay.

Musa:isthatso?

Me:Yes.

Musa:Rea,youmustthinkI'mstupid.

Me:Musa....

Hetookoutsomepapers.

Musa:there.

PrintedphotosofEdandIthatweretaken

earlierOn.Oneofme,givinghimakissbeforeI

leftbutitwasaninnocentkiss...itactually

lookedlikeitwasonthemouthwheninfact,I

hadjustgivenhimakissonhischeek,us

laughing,ushugging.Theywerevery

compromising.



Me:Thisisnotwhatitlookslike.

Musa:YoustillinsistyourEdwinisgay?

Me:No

Musa:sohe'snotgay?

Me:Ye...

Musa:Okay.

Me:MusathisIsnotwhatitlookslikebaby

please!

Musa:It'sexactlywhatitlookslike.Ihopeyou

findcheatingfun.
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Me:I'mnotcheatingonyou.Howaboutyouand

Edwinmeetsohecantellyouhimself?

Musa:Tellmehimself?I'vealreadymetEdwin.



Ididn'tknowWhattodoorsayanymore.

Me:MusaBabyplease!

Musa:"babyplease?"

Me:I'mnotcheating.Edwinisgay!

Musa:Thefunnythingis,Yousayonethingyet

thepicturestelladifferenttale

Me:Iknowbutpleasebelieveme

Musa:NoRea.

Me:whyareyoubeingsodifficult?Can'tyou

seesomeoneistryingtobreakusup?

Musa:Oh?

Me:Yes!

Musa:Thetruthisbeingrevealedandyouwant

toblameitonsomeoneelse?

Me:Openyoureyesandsee!



Musa:IDon'thavetimeforthis.HowsureamI

thatyouwerewithMelloandnotwithhim?

Iwalkedawayfrom.Icouldn'ttakeit.ReallyI

couldn't.Whywashebeingsounreasonable?

Me:Heykids.

Celi:Sis'Rea.

Lwa:MsKelly.

Lu:howareyouMsKelly?

Me:I'mfine.Howwasschool?

Lu:Itwasfine..

Me:that'sgoodandyoumadam?

Celi:Itwasokay.

Me:Settlinginwell?

Shenodded.



Me:Pleasetellmeyoumadenewfriends!

Shegiggled.

Celi;Madetwo.

Me:Ohthanktheheavens!Andareyoutwo

behaving?

Theylookedeachother.

Lu:Yes.

Me:really?

Lwa:yesMsKelly.

Me:Youbetterbehaveatschool.

Lu:Canwehavehotchocolatetonight?



Me:Afterdinner..

Lwa;Pleasefetchustomorrow.

Me:youdidn'thavefunwithdad?

Lwa:No..

Me:why'sthat?

Lu:hewasquiet.

Celi:hisbodywastherebuthismindwas

elsewhere

Me:Okay.I'llfetchYouguystomorrow.

Lwa:thankyouMsKelly.

Me:Finishup.

Igotupandwenttotakealongbath.Iwastired

really.GotintoPJsandfoundthekidseating..

Lu:yougoingtobed?

Me:Yes.



Lwa:Whattimeisit?

Me:its19:30.

Celi:AreyoufineSis'Rea?

Me:I'mjusttired.

Celi:I'llwashthedishesitsokay.

Me:Anddon'tsleeplatetoday.Studysmartnot

hard.Toldyouthisbefore.

IKissedthem.

Lu:Iloveyou.

Me:IloveyoumyAngel.

Lwa:Iloveyou.

Me:IloveyoutooScientist.

Theybothhuggedme



Me:AndIloveyou.

Celi:Iloveyoumore.

Me:goodnightbabies.

TheysaidgoodnightandIwentbacktothe

bedroom.Ifelthorrible.IheardwhenMusa

cameinataround22:00andIwantedustotalk

butdecidedtokeepquiet.Thenextmorning,I

gotthekidsreadyforschool.

Lu:Younotgoingtowork?

Me:No..

Lwa:Why?

Me:I'mnotokay..

Celi:Doyouneedanything?

Me:Yes.Ineedyoukidstogotoschool.



Celi:that'sall?

Me:Yes..

Celi:okaythen.

Theyfinishedeatingbreakfastandtheyleftwith

Musa,ItookasprinforMyheadache,tidiedup,

tookabathandIstartedworking.IcalledEd.

Ed:Rea.

Me:HeyEd,yougood?

Ed:I'mallgood..

Me:Areyouatwork?

Ed:nope..Imattheguesthouse

Me:guesthouse?

Ed:Itoldyouourhouseisgettingrenovatedso

wearecurrentlyatafriend'sguesthouse.

Me:Ohyoudidyes.Listen,there'ssomething



thatweneedtodiscusssojusttextmeyour

location..

Ed:Sure..

Me:seeYousoon..

Ed:cool.

Igrabbedmycarkeysanddrovethereafterhe

sentthelocation.

Me:Thesearegoingtocostusalotofmoney

sowemustminimizecosts.Iwasalsothinking

thatwechangethisabit?

Wewereworkingintheirroom.

Ed:Wecan.



Wefinallyfinishedaftertwohours

Ed:areyouOkay?

Me:Ed,I'mgoingtoneedyoutostayawaytillI

fixthis..

Ed:Youhaven'tfixedthis?

Me:Someonetookpictures.

Ed:Rea,thisisgettingoutofhand.

Me:Musawon'tbelieveyou'regayafterthose

pictures.

Ed:Iwon'tcometothebabyshowerthen.

Me:Youdon't...

Ed:Sortyourmarriagefirst..

Me:Okay.

Ed:isthereanythingIcando?

Me:Ed,I'llJusttrytohandlethisonmyown

okay?



Ididn'twanttoputhislifeindanger.Musawas

dangerinallhonesty.

Ed:Soourmeetings?

Me:wegoingtohavetoSkype.

Ed:Okay

Me:Yougoodwiththat?

Ed:Yep.

JustthenAnelecamein,hewaswearing

denimsandatunicshirt,hehadjustshaved,

youcouldtellandheHadaprettywigon.His

voicewasdeeperthanEd'sbutfromadistance,

you'dswearhe'sfemalefromthewayhe

carriedhimself.

Anele:SoIwantthatlipstick.



Igiggledandtookitout.

Me:Here.

Anele:Thankyou.

Me:Youlookcute.

Anele:Thankyoubabe.Areyouokay?

Me:I'llbefine.

Anele:yousure?

Me:Yep.Ineedtobouncenow.I'llcallyouguys

Anele:Youbetter.Weneedtogooutfordrinks

soon..

Me:Wewill.

TheywalkedmeoutandIdrovehome,wentto

fetchthekidsataround14:30andwehadlunch

thenwenthomeafterthatataround16:30.



Musawasbusyonhislaptop.Hegreetedthe

kidsandItoldthemtogostartdoingtheir

homework.

Me:hey.

Musa:Hey.

Me:Youokay?

Musa:Comeoverhere.

Iwenttohisside.

Musa:YourefusetostayawayfromEdwin

don'tyou?

Me:whatareyoutalkingabout?

Musa:This.Thiscamethrough.

Me:From?

Musa:Thesamepersonthatsentmethose



pictures.

Me:Ohthepersonthat'stryingtobreakusup!

Anonymous!

Itwasfootageofmegoingintotheroomwith

Edwincozhehadfetchedmefromreception.

Musa:Fortwohours?

Me:Wewereworking!Can'tyouseethe

briefcaseI'mcarrying

Musa:That'sWhatyouwantedeveryoneto

think.

Isighed.Iwasreallynotgoingtowin.

Musa:Makesperfectsensecozabouttwo

hourslaterthewifecame.



Me:That'saguy.

Musa:Really?

Me:Thatisaguywholikesdressinglike

women!Aneleisaguy!

Musa:Rea,youmustthinkI'manidiot.Idid

researchonyourEdwinguy,hehastwokids.

Me:Iknowthat.Hehastwokidsfromhis

previousrelationship.One's9,theother's7.

Thiswasallbeforehefinallycameout.Hewas

alwaysindenial.

Musa:AndI'msupposetobelievethat?

Everythingisrightbeforemyeyesandyouwant

metobelievethat?

Iwastiredreally.Ididn'tevenhavetheenergy.

Infact,Ifeltsick.

Me:Musa,I'mtired,I'mdrainedandI'msick!



Eitheryoubelieveyourwifeorthatbitchor

bastardthat'stryingtobreakusup.Ithought

yousmarterandbiggerthanthis.Believewhat

youwanttobelieve.I'mnotinterestedinthis

anymore.Andyouknowwhat..I'vechangedmy

mind,IwillnotstayawayfromEdwin,Edwinis

gayandhe'shappywithhisAnele!Iwillmeet

withhimforaslongasIwantanduntilthis

projectisover!IwasgoingtoaskJonotolook

intothisbutI'dbewastingmytimecozyou've

madeupyourmind.Soyouknowwhat,Musa,

believewhatYouwanttobelieve.I'mdone!I'm

sooverthis!
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Iwalkedawayfromhim.



Musa:Rea!

Ididn'tstopnorlookback.Iwentstraighttothe

showeranddecidedtocookwithmysetson.I

sleptreallyearlythatnight,thenextmorning,I

gotthekidsreadyforschool.

Celi:Younotgoingtowork?

Ishookmyhead.

Lu:Areyoustillsick?

Me:somethinglikethat

Iwasstillamess.Iwasjustsotired.Musa

drainedmeandIreallycouldn'tstandbeingin

thesamebuildingashim



Me:I'mgoingtospendthedayatAuntMello's

soHernannieswillfetchyouokay?

Lwa:okay.

Me:comehere.

Theybothcametohugme.

Me:Iloveyoubothsomuch

Lu&Lwa:Weloveyoutoo.

Me:andyoumybabygirl..Iloveyou.

Celi:IloveyouSis'Rea.

Me:offtoschool.

Musa:Gotothecar.

Theygrabbedtheirbagsandleft.



Musa:Haveagoodday

Me:Youtoo.

HeleftandItidiedup,tookabathandgotready

togotoMello'sataround10:30.AsIgotinto

thecarandwenttoMello'stoorganisethebaby

shower.

☀☀☀☀☀☀

Saturday,Finallycame.MusaandIwerestill

strangerslivinginthesamehouse.Heclearly

didn'ttrustmesoIwasn'tgoingtostress

myself..

Me:Justmovethattableovertheresowecan

havespaceplease.



Dayofthebabyshower.Iwasgoingcrazy.

Me:Don'tbreakthatplease.

Ella:Youlookstressed.

Me:Ijustwantthisdaytobeover.

Ella:Ithasn'tevenbegun

Me:Ohtellmeaboutit.

IhadaskedEllatocomehelpmeout..Wewere

havingitatBonga's.IhadtoldGracetogoto

thespa.Actually,IgotHeravouchersoshe

couldn'tseethemess.Sheknewaboutthe

babyshowerbutIdidntwanthertostress.

Ella:Areyougood?

Me:OhI'mgood.

Ella:Yousure?



Me:Yep.Cakeoverthereplease.

Afteranhour,Allwasgood.

Ella:better?

Me:yes.

Ella:I'llgocheckonthefood.

Me:Thankyou

Afterwemadesureeverythingwasfine,Iwent

totakeaquickshowerandchangedsoIcould

welcometheguests.

Bonga:Goodjob.

Me:Thankyou

Bonga:Reaareyoufine?

Me:Ican'twaitforthistobeover.



Bonga:Haibo.

Me:I'mjustreallytired.

Bonga:Areyoureallyfine?

Me:Iwillbe.Ohthere'sTshepoAndNoma...

Iwenttowelcomethem.GotNomaachaircoz

shelookedsotired.

Tshepo:Heywenastranger!

Me:HeyCuz.

Tshepo:Allgood?

Me:Yeshey.You?

Tshepo:I'mallgood..where'sMus...ohtherehe

is.

Me:Yep.

Hehadjustarrived.



Tshepo;Letmegotalktohimokay?

Me:Surething.

30minuteslater,AllthegueststhathadRSVP'd

wereseated.Sowasthemumtobe..Tshego

openedwithaprayerandwebeganthe

ceremony.

Mello:Rea,stopdrinkingwine.Tshepojust

calledyoutogiveashortspeech.

Thebottlewashalfempty.Iwasabittipsy.I

walkedtowardsTshepo.

Tshepo:here.



Hepassedmethemic.

Me:ummm...Dumelang..Iwasn'tawarethatI'm

ontheprogrambutanyway...youtwoaredoing

thisforthethirdtime,ItshouldbeverysimpleI

hope.I'mgladyoufinallyhavingaboyandI

wishyouallthebest..Bonga,teachhimgreat

valuesthatyouhave,Ihopehegrowsintoa

youngerversionofyou..allthebestguys.

Roundofapplause,Tshepowasthelast

speakerAndwefinallyate..Ataround17:00,I

wenttosaybyetomysisters.

Me:MumiskeepingthetwinsandCeliforThe

week

Mello:Rea,youtravellingalone?



Inodded.IwastravellingtoZambia

Me:Ireallyneedtobealoneforsometime.

Tshego:howlongwillyoubegone?

Me:aweek.

Mello:shouldweaskMusawhat's...

Me:No!Hedoesn'tevenknowwhereI'mgoing.

Mello:wealsodontknowwhereyougoing.We

justknowthatyoutravellingoutofTuecountry.

Me:Iloveyougirls.

Mello:Areyoustilltipsy?

Me:Notanymore.Ireallyhavetogo.Myflight

leavesat19:00.

IhuggedthemandleftBonga's..Myflightleftat

19:00andboywasIglad!Iwasgoingtobe

alonewithmythoughts.Ilandedsafelyand



checkedintomyto

Ivideocalledthesistersthenextday.

Me:SohowwasthepartyafterIleft?

Tshego:Itwasactuallyfunhey.

Mello:Idrankyourwine!

Ilaughed.

Me:Iknow.

Mello:how'sitthere?

Me:Allgood.

Tshego:Andareyoueating?

Me:Yep.

Tshego:Rea,what'sgoingon?.

Me:MusathinksI'mcheatingonhim



Itoldthemeverything.

Mello:Thisperson'sgotyou.

Me:Yep..ButI'vedecidedtogiveMusahis

space

Tshego:Dothat

Mello:Takecareofyourself.

Me:Iwill.

IspenttheweekrelaxingandonFridaymorning,

wentbackhome..Ifeltbetter..Wentformy

scheduledappointmentandwenttoseethe

kids..Iwantedtotakethemwithbutmymum

saidNo.WhenIgothome,Iwentstraighttobed

andwokeupataround19:00.

Me:hi.



Isatdown.

Musa:wherewereyou?

Me:Zambia.

Musa:Youmissedoutonimportantmeetings.

Me:Iskyped..Ididn'tmissanyofmymeetings.

Itookadeepbreath

Me:Ijustwantustofixthis..Ithoughtabitof

spacewilldoussomegood.

Musa:Fix?Youbrokethisandnowyouwantto

fixthis?

Me:Musa,Iamnotcheating,Ididn't

cheat..listen,I'mreallytryingtofixthiscozI'm

notsupposetobeunderAnystress.Ican't



affordtoputthechildI'mcarryingindanger

Musa;Child?

Me:I'mpregnantagain

Musa:Andhowsureareyouthatthechildis

mine?
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Icouldn'tbelieveit..Igaspedforairandfeltmy

cheeksgetwet.

Musa:I'maskingyou.

Igotupfromthecouch,tookmyPJsfromthe



bedroomandwenttolockmyselfinthe

guestroomandcriedmyselftosleep.Thenext

morning,Iwokeupwithbagsundermyeyes.I

wenttobrushmyteeth,tookashowerand

startedcleaningwithmysetson.

Me:Musa!

Noresponse.

Me:Musa.

Ilookedaroundthehouseandoneofhiscars

werentthere.Ataround11:30,Idecidedtogo

toBonga's.

Bonga:Hey!



Ihuggedhim.

Me:heywhere'sGrace?

Bonga:Wentoutwithmum

Me:Okay.Areyoufine?

Bonga:I'mfine.Wherewereyou?Triedcalling

youthisweekandnothing.

Me:wasinZambia.

Bonga:Alone?

Me;Yep.

Bonga:Younevertravelalone..

Me:Ididthistime.

Bonga:Rea,what'sgoingon?

Ididn'twanttotalkaboutit.



Me:it'snothingIcan'thandle.

Bonga:WellIthasyoumessedup.

Me:Iknowthat.

Bonga:andyoulooksick.

Me:Ifeelsick.

Bonga:Didyouhaveanythingtoeat?

Me:Nope

Bonga:let'sgotoeKasi.

Me:wegoingtoAlex?

Bonga:ForKotas.

Ilaughed.

Me:youdriving.

Igavehimmycarkeys.



Bonga:Notfair..

Me:Iam.Let'sgo.

WedrovetoAlex.

Me:ThisSmellshorrible..

Bonga:HaiwenasinceWhen?

Me:Idon'twantthis..

Bonga:Rea,youalways...Oh!

Hepaused.

Bonga:areweexpecting?

Inodded.



Bonga:Isthatwhyyousad?

Me:Sortof.

Bonga:Kidsareablessing.

Me:IknowthatB

Bonga:Sorejoice..

Ismiled.

Me:Canyoubuymesomethingelse.Thisreally

smellsawful...

Igavetwolittleboysmykotasotheycould

shareitandheorderedmeasteakroll.

Bonga:Andthissmellsgood?

Me:Very..



Bonga:Wheredoyoufeellikegoing?

Me:Jono's.

Bonga:Ithinkweshouldgochillonoursecret

hill

Me:Memories.Wehaven'tchilledthereInages.

Bonga:ShouldI?

Me;Please.

HecalledJono.Wewenttobuyalcoholand

foundJonowaitingforus.

Wetwerkedforeachother..itwasa"Reaand

Jono"thingeverytimewemet.

Jon:Wherewereyou?OnaBaecation?

Me:Iwasona"Reacation"man.

Jon:where?

Me:Zambia.



Jon:oneminuteyouwereatthebabyshower

thenextyouweregone.

Me:Ihada19:00flighttocatch.

Jon:Anyway,yougood?Where'sMusa,youtwo

decidedtonotmakeusjealousatthebaby

showerbykeepingawayfromeachother?You

onlyspoketohimwhenyougavethemdrinks.

Me:Jon,noMusatalktoday.Itsasquadday

today.

Bonga:Andshecan'tdrinkcozshe'spregnant.

Me:Icanhavewine..

Bonga:Nonalcoholicyes..

Jon:Youpregnant?

Me:Apparentlyso.

Jon:thenwecelebratetonight.

BongaandIlookedateachother.Jon's

definitonof"celebrate"waswaydifferent.



Jon:I'mserious..

Me:whatdoyouthinkweshoulddo?

Jon:ohyouwait.I'llgetdrunklater.

Heputhisdrinksbackinthecooler.Wechilled

therefortwohoursandwenttoJono'stopark

hiscar.

Jon:Myturntodrive.Rea,ajacketforlateron.

Hepassedmehisjacket.

Bonga:Jon?

Me:Whereto?

Jon:RustyDustysweedat!



Igiggled.

Me:Areyoukidding?

Jon:Hellno!

Heturnedontheignition.

Me:I'min!

Bonga:Youaremarried.

Me:OhBonga,weareallmarriedbutthat

shouldn'tstopusfromliving.Allrings.

TheytooktheirringsoffandsodidI.

Me:Nowives.Nohusband.NoOnenight

standsthough.Justmusic,booze,dancingand

weed!Deal?



B&J:Deal.

Me:let'sgo!

In2hours,wewereinNorthwest.Boywasitfun!

Dancing,Ismoked.Iwasn'tgoingtosaynoto

weed.Theyweresowasted.Wemetanother

squadofthree.Onegirlandtwoboysandthey

invitedusforamorningbraaiatoneofthe

Guy'splace.Hehadastunninghousebutwe

obviouslywenttogettoiletriesandwenttobuy

newclothesbeforethemorningbraai.We

freshenedupathisplaceAndataround15:30,

weleftRustydusty.GirlwasHelen,Guys'

nameswereKananeloandKabelo.Nothey

weren'trelated.Justfriends.

Bonga:Tillnexttime!

Kabelo;Wearecomingtojozinexttime!

Me:Youbetter..



Helen:DrivesafelyKelly..

Me:Iwill..

Kananelo:Jon,slowdownonthatHennessey.

Jon:IhavetobepreparedforhellTomorrow.

Welaughed,saidgoodbyetothemandandleft.

Bonga:Toonice!

Me:Verynice.Howareyoudoingoverthere

Buddy?

Jon:allgood.Allgood!

Me:Youcantakeyourringsback.Inmypurse

Jono.

Secondslater,wewereallmarriedagain.I

missedmyboys.Itfeltliketheoldendays..we

reallywere"young,wildandfree".IdroppedJon



offfirstthenBonga.Idreadedgoingtothatcold

housebutIdid.Idraggedmyselfintothehouse

andIfoundMusareadingthroughsomefiles,I

justwantedtobathandsleep.

Me:Hi.

ImademywaytotheBathroom.

Musa:Rea.

Istopped.

Musa:canyoucomehere?

Iwalkedback.



Me:yes?

Musa:yourdisappearingstuntsaregettingto

me,youcan'tjust...

Me:Why?Whydotheygettoyou?Why?Imean

youhavesomeonekeepingtabsonmesoI'm

suretheyletyouknowwhereIwas.Havethey

stoppedsendingyouemailsandpicturesnow?

Musa:Rea...

Me:youbettergetusedtomedisappearinglike

this!Youledmetoit!WaswithBongaandJono

thisweek.I'llprobablybewithmyloverEdwin

nextweek!Tellyoursourcetogetthecamera

ready!
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Iwalkedawayfromhim,wenttotakealong



bath,ironedhisclothesforthenextday,gotmy

outfitreadyandwentstraighttobed..Iwokeup

at4amthenextdayandleftthehousewhenhe

wokeup.

Charms:Youearly.

Shewasgettingcoffee.

Me:Missedoutonalotlastweekdidn'tI?

Charms:Noactually.ButImissedyou.

Me:I'mbacknow.

Charms:I'mmakingyoumypartner.

Me:Ohoh!

Shegiggled.



Charms:Beenassignedtothisnewaccount..

Me:andyouwantmetobeapartofit?

Charms:Rea,youknowyouandImakeagreat

teamright?

Me:YesIknowthatbutwhoaCharms.

Charms:stillhaveaHeavyworkload?

Me:Yep.

Charms:Iunderstand.

Me:ButI'llthrowinmy2centswhereIcan.

Shelaughed.

Charms:Imissedyouman.

Me:Imissedyoutoo.

Charms:wantsome?

Me:Nottoday.



Charms:letmeloveandleaveyouthen.

Me:Okaybabe.

Iwenttomyofficeandstartedworking.At

around10:30,wewerecalled.

Musa:Gerald,CharmsandLloydwelldone..

Vivianisveryhappywithyourwork.Itsinthe

bag.You'vebaggedanadditional2contracts.

Weapplauded.HewaswithAbigail.Mydifficult

client.That45yearoldwomanwasatough

cookiebutIlikedher.

Musa:MsKelly,youhave3morecontractsin

thebag.

Lloyd:Injustaweek?

Musa:Injustaweekyes.



Theyapplauded.

Gerald:YougoGirl!

Ihighfivedhim.

Abigail:AndImextendingmycontractforan

additional3yearsRea.You'vealsomanagedto

snatchHUB.ent.Theywanttoworkwithyou.

Me:What?

Charms:Kellyyouareawitch!

Weallgiggled.

Abi:Congratulations!CarefulMusa,these4

mightjustsnatchyourCEOtitlefromyou.



Wegiggledagain.

Musa:Sofeelfreetohelpyourselvestooneor

twoGlassesofchampagneat12:00.

Congratulationstothefourofyou.

Charmscametohugme.

Charms:welldone.

Me:Thankyou.

Gerald:andBosswasworriedyouwouldn'tbag

themcozyouwereaway.

Me:wellGeraldinBey'swords..."Islay"andyou

slay!

Ihighfivedthem.



Me:Ihavealottodo

WeallwentbacktoworkandIgotacallfrom

MmeDorah..Rememberher?Mycaringnursein

Mpumalanga?

Me:mama.

MmeD:ReaNana.

Me:Howareyou?

MmeD:I'mfine.Howareyou?

Me:I'mokay.Imissyou.Lastsawyouon

Christmas.

ShecametospendChristmadwithus.

MmeD:Luckyforyou.I'mhere.



Me:InGauteng?

MmeD:Yes.Atmysister's.

Me:OhyouinVoslo?

MmeD:Yes.

Me:CanIcomethere?

MmeD:yesyoucan.

Me:I'llbethere.

Iwashappy.MmeDgotme.Sheunderstood

mebetterthanmumdidandWow!Hertiming

wasperfect.DrovetoVosloduringmylunch

hour.

MmeD:What'swrong?

Me:Thatobvious?

MmeD:Yes.

Me:MusathinksI'mcheatingonhim.



MmeD;Areyou?

Me:No.

MmeD:Then?

ItoldherEVERYTHING!

MmeD:Heiswrong,heinsultedyou.That"isit

mychildthing"iswrong.However,Rea,youare

givinghimreasontodoubtyou.Youkissed

Edward.

Me:Edwin..

MmeD:youkissedhim.InMusa'seyes,itsno

actionofagayman..younotsupposeto

disappearforaweekandgosmokingfora

night.That'swrong.Youbothneedtositdown

likeadultsandtalkthisout.

Me:Itried.

MmeD:youcan'tletthispersonbreakyouguys



up.

Me:I'mtired.

MmeD:startshowinghimhe'swrong.

Me:Whymusthedoubtme?

MmeD:youweren'texactlystraightwithhim.

YouJustsaidityourselfthatyougavewrong

answerstoquestionsandsoonPictureswere

senttohim.Picturesthatarecompromising.

YouarebothwrongAndthiscanbefixed.do

youlovehim?

Thatwasarhetoricalquestion.

Me:alot.

MmeD:BetheoldRea,ifhedoesntchangehis

waysthenI'llsupportwhateverdecisionyou

make.

Me:Okay.



MmeD:Okay?

Me:Yesma'am..

MmeD:Here.

Shehadcookedforme.

MmeD:Iknowyouhaven'tbeeneating.

Ilaughed.Ihadsuchagreattimewithherthen

wentbacktowork.Ihadmyfinalmeetingwith

Edat14:00andwenttoseethekidslaterat

Mum's.

Me:wegoinghomeright?

Lu:Nottoday.

Allthekidswerethere.Imeanall!Mello's,



Tshego's,Tshepo's.All.

Me:why?

Lwa:cozourbrothersandsistersarehere..

Me:Ma?

Mum:LetthekidsbeRea..

Me:Ifeellikemykidsarebeingtakenaway

fromme.

Mum;Rea,youwillallcomefetchyourkidson

Friday.Ella'shavingapartyforherchildon

Saturdayright?

Me:ohyes.Forgotaboutthat.

Mum:Letthembe.

Celi:Anditsfunhere.

ShehadmadefriendswithMaMohajane's

granddaughter.



Me:Okaythen.

Ichilledwiththemforsometimeandwentback

home.

Me:Hey

Musa:Hey.Wherearethekids?

Me:Theydecidedtheywanttostayatmum's.

Theirbrothersandsistersarethere.

Musa:Ohokay.

Webothreachedforthefridge'shandleatthe

sametime.Hewasclose.Ijustwantedtostrip

himnakedandmakelovetohim.

Me:Sorry.



Hechuckled.

Musa:BlackSeude.

Me:Huh?

Musa:BlackSeudeperfumeonthatdressyou

wearing.

Me:Whatareyoutalkingabout?

Musa:Pleasetakeitoff.Ican'tstandthescent

ofanothermanonyou.

[06/17,06:56]W:POTG

S2

#53

IcouldSmellEd'sperfumeonmydress.Irolled



myeyes.

Me:Imgoingtobed.

Igrabbedthebottleofwater,wenttothe

bathroom,thentotheguestroom.Idecidedto

workthere.IgotacallfromMello.

Me:Sissy.

Mello:Whydidn'tyoutellmeyou'reback?

Me:I'msorry..

Mello:Anywayareyoufine?

Me:Iam.

Mello:areyouandMusaokay?

Me:No.

Mello:Reawhatisit?

Me:Canwenotgothere?



Mello:Okay.

Me:Thankyou.

Mello:CanItakeyououtfordinner?

Me:Now?

Mello:Yes.It's18:30.

Me:With?

Mello:Tshegoobviously.

Me:Okay.Where?

Mello:herearoundOrmonde.

Me:OkayI'llcome.

Mello:Now..

Me:Yes.

IhungupandchangedintojeansandAshirt.

Grabbedmybag.



Me:I'mgoingoutfordinnerwiththegirls.

Musa:Okay..

Me:Doyouwantmetogetyouanything?

Heshookhishead.

Me:Okay.

IdrovetoOrmondeandwedecidedona

restauranttoeatin.

Tshego:HowwasZambia?

Me:Itwasokay..

Mello:Youlookstressed.

Tshego:Tired.

Me:Iamverytired.

Tshego:Work?



Me:Andlife?

Icalledthewaitersowecouldorderdrinks.

Mello:Reaosharp?

Tshego:Youlookdifferent.

Me:DoI?

Mello:Thinner.

Me:Wow!

Tshego:Whatisit?

Me:soturnsoutI'mpregnant.

Mello:That'sgood.

Tshego:Itsabouttime.

Irolledmyeyesatthem.



Me:Canweorderfood?

Tshego:yes

Mellocalledthewaitressandweorderedour

food.

Me:Canwegooutthisweekend?

Mello:wecan't.

Me:Whynot?

Tshego:Ellais...

Me:Oh!

Ikeptforgetting.

Tshego:Yes

Mello:Youforgot?



Me:Ihonestlykeepforgetting.

Tshego:youbetternotforgetontheday.

Me:NoIwon't.

Mello:Setareminder.

Me:Okay.

Idid.

Mello:Andwesawthepictures.

Me:Whatpictures?

Tshego:Ofyouandyourguysquad.

Me:Oh!

Mello:Youwentpartying?

Me:Yes.

Tshego:Rea!

Mello:Youaremarried.

Me:So?



Tshego:yho!

Me:canwejusthaveagoodevening?

Tshego:Yeswecanactually.

Ourfoodcameandwehadsuchagoodtime..I

wentbackhome,workedtill00:00andwokeup

early..Musawasalreadyup.

Me:Morning.

Musa:goodmorning.

Me:Howareyou?

Musa:I'mfine..you?

Me:Okay.

Iwasn't..

Musa:Really?



Me:Yep.SoIhaveadoctor'sappointment

today.

IhaddecidedtotakeMmeD'sadvice.

Me:It'sat12:00.Ifyouwanttocome.

Heshookhishead.

Musa:I'llpass.

Me:Okay.

Iwenttogetreadyforworkandgottowork..

Bonga:Hey!



Iclosedmylaptop.

Me:HelloSir.

Bonga:Howareyou?

Me:Allgood.Come.Takeaseat

Bonga:Takeitwhere?

Me:Haisuka!

Webothlaughed.

Bonga:Delivery.

Me:what'sthis?

Bonga:Breakfast.

Me:toastedchickenmayo.

Bonga:yes!

Me:Ohthankyou.



Bonga:Iknowyouforgotaboutfood.

Ilaughed.

Me:Whatbringsyoutothissideoftown?

Bonga:Let'ssee...Ihadameetinghereat9.

Me:Here?

Bonga:Yes.Aroundman.SoIfiguredIshould

comecheckonyou.

Me:Ohman!Thankyou.

Bonga:AndIneedtogonow.

Me:awman!

Bonga:Dontsulk!

Hegotup.



Bonga:Andeat!

Me:yes!

Bonga:LoveyouR.

Me:LoveyoutooB.

HeleftandIworkedtill11:30anddrovetomy

doctor.

Doc:Where'sMusa?

Me:He'snotcoming..

Doc:okay.Solet'scheckyouup.

Me:yousaidI'mWhat4weeks?

Doc:Yes.Geton.

Me:I'mforevercheckingupblastocysts.

Shelaughed.



Doc:pullitup.

Ipulledupmyshirt.

Me:Jeez...thisiscold.

Weheardaknock.

Musa:Isitsafetocomein?

Doc:Yes.

HeSatnexttome.

Doc:Okaysohere'syourblastocyst.

Me:Iwasbleedingthismorning.



Doc:Lightbleeding?

Me:Yes.

Doc:ItscalledSpotting..Itsnormalinthefirst

trimester.

Me:Okay.

Doc:Musa,youhaveanyquestions?You

usuallytheonewithquestions.

Musa:justone.

Doc:Okay.

Musa:Isitpossible,atalaterstagethatis,

maybeafterthefirsttrimester...canwehavea

paternitytestdoneonthebaby?
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Me:I'msorry.What?



Musa:Isitpossibledoctor?

Me:Pleaseaskhimtoleave.

Iwasgettingupset.

Doc:Musaleave.

Musa:Itsasimplequestion.

Doc:Pleaseleave.

Hegotup.

Musa:I'llasksomeonewho'llanswerme.

Ifeltmycheekswet.Hetookhisphoneandleft.

Doc:Rea,don'tcry.Baby!Focus.



Iwipedthetearsoffmyface.

Doc:What'sgoingon?

Ishookmyhead.Ifeltsohumiliated.

Me:Ijustwanttogo..

Doc:Okay.I'mbookingyouoff.

Me:Nodon't...

Doc:I'mthedoctor.

ShepassedmeatoweltowipethegeloffandI

fixedmyshirt.

Doc:Here



Me:Thankyou.

Doc:StayawayfromMusa,heisupsettingyou.

Me:okay.

Doc:Good.

Ilefttheofficeminuteslateranddrovebackto

work.Ijusthadtoreallyattendonemeeting.

One,inwhichMusawaspresent.

Charms:that'sexactlyhowwe'llbeableto

balancethis.

Gerald:Andinthisway,webringinanew

concepttoit.AsMsKellyhadsuggested,we

bringinabitoflighttoit..rightMsKelly?

Me:Yes

Musa:Willthatnotcostusmoney?

Me:tomakemoneyyouneedtospendmoney.

You'llbegettingtriplethemoneythatwewould



havespent.

Musa:howsureareyou?

Me:cozIdidthiswithmypreviousaccounts

andItworked.Justletusdowhatwegoodat

withoutquestioningus.

Icouldn'tstandbeingaroundhim.

Musa:Suchneedtobequestioned.

Me:AndlikeCharmaine'said,wearegoingto

balancethis.Wehavecalculated

everything..workedouteverything.

Musa:Shouldthisflopthenyouwillallbeheld

accountable.

Iquicklyranouttogotothebathroom.The

nauseagottome.Irinsedmymouthandas

soonasIwentout,theywerealldone.



Charmainegavememythings.

Charms:Areyouokay?

Me:yes.I'llbefine..

Charms:ThisisnottheReaIknow.

Me:I'mnotokayyes.ButI'llbefine.I'vebeen

bookedoff..

Charms:What?

Me:Doctor'sorders

Charms:forhowlong?

Me:TillnextweekMonday..

Charms:what?OhMygod!

Me:you'llcopewithoutme..

Charms:no!

Igiggled



Me:you'llbefine

Charms:Andwillyoubefine?

Mylesbianonewassoconcerned.Ilovedher!

Shewassuchabeautifulsoul.

Me:yes.

Charms:Yousure?

Me:100%

Charms:okay.

Me:weshouldprobablygetbacktowork..

Charms:Youshouldgohome.

Me:Charms...

Charms:Kellygohomeplease.

Me:okay.



Iwenttogettherestofmythingsandonmy

wayout,MusawastalkingtoFrida.

Isaidbyetoherandwenttoseemykidsat

mum's.

Mum:Rea?

Me:ma?

Mum:howareyou?

Me:I'mfinema.

Mum:Really?

Inodded.

Mum:What'sgoingon?

Me:I'mjustpregnant.

Mum:That'sgoodnews



Me:Iguess

Mum:Youdon'tthinkso?

Me:ma,canyoukeepthekidsforatleastone

moreweek.

Mum:Youarenotokayright?

Ishookmyhead.

Me:I'mawreckma.Idon'twantmykidstosee

melikethis.Icameallthewayheretoseethem

butI'mactuallygladtheynothere.

Mum:what'sgoingonRea?

Me:thingsaren'tgoodbetweenMusaandI..

Mum:Why?

Ididn'twanttotellmum.Iknewwhosesideshe

wasgoingtotake.



Me:It'snothingIcan'thandlema.

Mum:areyousure?

Me:Iam..

Mum:okay.

Me:I'mgoingtoseeElla..

Mum:areyouwalkingthere?

Me:yes.I'llbebackafteranhourorso..

Mum:Okaythen.

Itwassorefreshing.IwaswelcomedbyElla's

beautifulandfriendlychildren.Ifoundherinthe

kitchen.Asalways

Me:youareforevercooking..

Ella:Someofusweren'tblessedenoughtofind

menwhocancook



Me:shame..

Ella:Heybabe.

Me:Hellomylove.

Ella:Howareyou?

Me:Tired.

Ella:Youlookdrained.

Me:Iam...

Ella:howwaswork?

Me:work'swork

Ella:WellI'mgladIdon'twork.Lookatyourself!

Wreck!

Me:Wow!

Ella:I'mserious.SoyougooutwithJonoand

BongaandIdon'tgetinvited?

Me:Youdon'tlikebeingaroundBonga..

Ella:we'vegrownup..

Me:Okaywouldyourhusbandallowyouto?



Ella:Eish.

Ilaughed.

Me:Exactly..

Ella:Youguysarestillwild.

Me:no.Wehadn'tlivedinawhilesowefigured

whynot?

Ella:Rea!Youneedtojustsitdownandrealize

youalmost30.

Me:So30yearoldsneedtostopliving?

Ella:No.

Me:Youshouldjoinusnexttime.Y'allthink

marriageisaprison.

Shelaughed...



Ella:Isitnot?

Me:Italldependsonyou.

Ella:okaythen.YoustillcomingonSaturday?

Me:Iwouldn'tmissitfortheworld.

Ella:I'besetup"lab"entertainmentforLwandile.

Ilaughed...

Me:ohhe'llloveyouforever.

Ichilledwithherthenwenttomum's.Ihadto

bestrongaroundtheboys.Iwaswiththemfor

anotherhourandwentbacktothehouse.Itook

abath,changedintotracksuitsandsorted

myselfout.Aswellasthekids'things.

Musa:Hi..



Me:Hi..

Musa:Andnow?

Me:"andnow"really?

Musa:what'sgoingon?

Me:Yousuddenlysufferfromamnesia.Iwill

notbeabusedbyyou.Youinsultme!Youupset

me!Andyoudon'tevencare...soyouknowwhat

Musa,findsomethingelseorsomeoneelseto

insult.I'mleavingyou.Theonlythatconnects

usnowisworkandit'sonlyamatteroftimetill

Iquit,Celiwe,Iwon'tditchhercozshehasan

absurdbrotherShedidn'tevenaskforAndthe

twins.

Itookmyringoffandthrewitathim.

Me:youcangotohellforallIcare.
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Musa:Rea...

Me:Moveoutofmyway.

Hedid.

Me:Andstayawayfromme!

Ipackedthebagsinthetrunkanddroveoff.I

didn'tevenknowwheretogotobutfound

myselfinVoslo.Idraggedmyselftothedoor

andKnocke.MmeDorah'ssisteropenedthe

door.

MmeSophie:Rea.



Me:Helloma.

MmeS:Whyareyoucrying?Comein.

Isteppedin.

MmeS:Dorahisinthelounge.

Iwentthere.

MmeD:Rea?

Me:Helloma.

Iwipedthetearsoffmyface.

MmeD:what'swrong?

Me:Ididn'tknowwheretogo



MmeD:whatdoyoumean?

Me:Imovedout.

MmeD:Youwhat?

Me:Icouldn'ttakeitAnymore.

MmeD:whathappenednow?

Me:Itoldhimaboutthedoctor'sappointment

andhesaidhewouldn'tcome.Heeventuallydid

andtheonlythinghewasconcernedaboutis

thepaternityofthechild.

Shelookedshocked.

MmeD:Musaaskedthat?

Me:yesma.

MmeD:MusawenkosiMabasa?

Inodded..



MmeD:Okay.Gogetyourbags.

Me:Okayma.

Iwenttoparkmycarinandgotmybags.

MmeS:Gosettleinandcomeeat.

Me:Thankyouma.

Shedirectedmetotheguestroomandwent

back.Ijuststaredatthefood.

MmeD:Reaeat.

Iforcedonespoondown.



MmeS:Thisisnothealthyyouknow.Doyou

wantporridge?Icanmakeyousome.

Me:No.No.Youdon'thavetoma.

MmeD:Eat.

Iforcedthesecondspoondown.

MmeD:Forcethethirdonedown.

Idid...Iateallofitandwenttowashthedishes

afterwards.

MmeD:Reacomehere.

Iwenttositnexttoher.

MmeD:Iwantyoutothinkaboutwhatyouwent



throughokay?

Me:Okay.

MmeD:Thinkeverythingthroughthencome

backtome.

Me:Iwilldothat.

MmeD:Okaygorest.

Isaidgoodnighttothemandwenttorest.WellI

onlysleptat03:30.Ataround9am,Thenext

dayIgotacallfromtheoffice.

Me:ReabilweMolefehello.

Musa:Soyou'vechangedsurnames?

Me:whatdoyouwantMusa?

Iwasn'tinthemoodtotalktohim.



Musa:Aren'tyoucomingin?

Me:No.

Musa:whynot?

Me:CozI'vebeenbookedofftillMonday.

Musa:by?

Me:Thedoctor.

Musa:whereareyou?

Me:whydoyoucare?

Musa:It'smessingwithbusinesshourssoI

shouldcare

Me:Oh?

Musa:Yes.

Me:Okay.

Ikeptquiet.



Musa:Rea!

Me:What!

Musa:Canyoutalktome?Youareneededhere

attheoffice.

Me:Itoldyou...

Ihungup!Itookabath,worejeans,sneakers

andanoversizedshirt.

MmeD:Andnow?

Me:I'mneededattheoffice.

MmeD:willyoubefine?

MmeS:Youdidn'teat..

Me:I'llgrabsomethingatthecafeteriaatwork.

MmeD:Shewon't.

Me:Iwill.

MmeS:Youbetter.



Me:Ipromise.

Idrovetowork.

Me:heyFrida..

Frida:MsKelly.

Me:where'syourboss?

Frida:Inhisoffice.

Me:Thankyou.

Iwentthere.

Me:whatdoyouwant?

IaskedasIopenedthedoor.Hewasonthe

phone..



Musa:I'llcallyouback...thanks...bye.

Heputhisphonedown.

Musa:whatareyouwearing?

Me:WhatdoesitlooklikeI'mwearing?

Musa:That'snothowyoushoulddresstowork..

Me:I'mnotsupposetobeatwork.

Musa:Youhaveprojects.

Me:So?

Musa:Rea,don'tgivemeanattitude..

Me:Musa,please!Whatdoyouwant?I'vebeen

bookedoffwork.Iwilldomyprojects!Iwill

handlemyaccounts!Whatdoyouwant?

Hedrainedthelifeoutofme.



Musa:There.

Hepassedmesomefiles.

Me:Thisisnotformetohandle.

Musa:IknowthatbutH.Jwantsyouonthe

account.

Me:TellFredericIhavealotonmyplate.

Musa:Hewantsyouonit.

Me:Okayfine.

Musa:Beforetheendoftheweek.

Igotupfromthechairandlefthisoffice.I

drovebacktoVosloandthefirstthingIheard

was....



MmeD:Yourfoodisintheoven

Me:Ihavetoworkma

MmeD:andyouhavetoeat.Getyourfoodand

cometothelounge.

Me:Okay.

IdidasIwastold.

MmeD:Didyousleeponit?

Me:Idid.

MmeD:whathaveyoudecided?Didyouspeak

toMusa?

Me:yesAboutwork..andyesI'vesleptonit.

MmeD:Okay...

Me:I'vedecidedtofileforadivorce.
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MmeD:Reaareyousure?

Me:Yes.

MmeD:Areyoucertain?

Inoddedslowly

MmeD:Youdon'tthinkyoutwocanwork

thingsout?

Me:Idon'tknow.

MmeD:okay.

Me:CanIgowork?

MmeD:yes.

Ifinishedeatingandwenttoworkoutsideinthe

garden.IgotacallFromMelloanhourlater.



Me:Sistersister.

Mello:Rea,whereareyou?

Me:howareyou?

Mello:Imfine.Whereareyou?

Me:Doyouwanttomeetup?

Mello:yes

Me:okay

Mello:myhouse..

Me:Sharp.

Ihungup,wenttoputthefilesandmylaptopin

thehouse.

MmeD:yougoingbacktotheoffice?

Me:noma..I'mgoingtoseeMello.



MmeD:besafe..

Me:Iwillbema.

MmeD:okaythen.

IdrovetoMello's.Itookadeepbreathbefore

goinginsideasIsawMike'scarparkedoutside.

Igotoutslowlyandwalkedin.

Mello:Don'tdothat.

Theywerelaughingatsomething.

Mike:Iwon't.Justcomehere..Taste.

Hefedhersomething..Theycouldn'tseeme.

Mike:see?



Mello:IstillfeellikeAppledippedinpeanut

butterthough.

Mike:youhaveweirdcravings.

Mello:Andwestillhave5moretogo.

Mike:I'mready.

Mello:Areyou?

Mike:Yes.

Mello:I'vebeenready.

Mike:Comehere.

Iclearedmythroatbeforetheycouldkiss.

Me:I'mhere.

Mike:HeyRea

Me:Bra'Mike.

Mike:Howareyou?



Me:I'mokay..

Mike:Goodtoseeyou...letmeleaveyouladies.

Hekissedhiswife.

Mike:seeyouonSaturday.

Me:Surething..

HeleftusandIwenttofindsomethingtosnack

oninthefridge.

Mello:YoualwayswaitforMiketoleavewhy?

Me:Ineedtorespecthim.

Mello:Hedoesn'tmind.

Me:Doesn'tmatter..there'snothingtosnackon

inHere.

Mello:ThentrythecupboardRea.



Me:Ididntthinkofthat.

Mello:Clearly.

Igotsnacksandmarshmallows.

Mello:Tjo!

Me:what?

Mello:YougoingtoeatallofThat?

Me:yes.

Mello:Areyouokay?

Me:I'mfine.

Mello;Yousure?

Me:Yep.

Mello;whyaren'tyouatwork.IcalledFridaand

shetoldmeyouweretherefor15minutesthen

left..

Me:Mydoctorbookedmeoff.



Mello:Why?

Me:Melloaskher.

Mello:Haiwena!

Me:Askiesman.

Mello:SoThapeloiscoming.

Me:ourbrother?

Mello:Yep.

Me:when?

Mello:Tomorrow.

Me:why?

Mello:Toseeme.

Me:that'snice.

Mello:Wegoingtoshowhimagoodtime?

Me:Pleasecountmeout.

Mello:Rea..

Me:Melloplease.



Mello:Itwilldoyougood..

Me:dinnermaybe.Handletherest

Mello:Okay.

Me:Isthatfine?

Mello:Itis

Me:Okayso...what'sup?

Mello:Mikewantstothrowmeababyshower.

Me:OhThat'snice.

Mello:ButwearehavingitinLimpopothough.

Me:Heat!

Mello:bestrong.

Me:Youserious?

Mello:Yes.ISawniceplacesthereso....

Me:Okaythatshouldbeinteresting.

Mello:Youin?

Me:Ohanythingthatinvolvesabeautifulplace



I'mIn.

Mello:Good.

Me:Whenisit?

Mello:I'llletyouallknow.

Me:Great.

Mello:Andyou?

Me:Me?

Mello:yesyou.

Me:whataboutme?

Mello;Babyshower?

Me:Nope.

Mychilddidn'tevenhaveafather.

Mello:Youdontwantone?

Me:Nope..



Mello:I'mgoingtothrowyouone.

Me:Melloplease.

Mello:GiveitUp!

Me:Okay.

IchilledwithherthenwentbacktoVoslo.

Me:Dumelangbagolo.

MmeS:DumelaRea..Yourfoodisinoven.

Igiggled.

Me:I'mgoingtogetfat.

MmeD:Youhaveto..

Me:CanIeatitlater?

MmeS:No.Goon.



Iwenttogetmyfood

Me:Thankyouma.

MmeS:Itsapleasure.

Iate,washedthedishes,chilledwiththeoldies,

wenttobaththenwenttobed..thenextmorning,

Icleaned,bathedandstartedworkingonmy

accountsandprojects.Iwenttotakeanapat

around15:00andwaswokenupbyMmeD.

MmeD:Comeeat

Me:whattimeisit?

MmeD:20:00

Me:Okay..I'llbetherenow.



ShelefttheroomandIwenttorefreshenup

andwalkedtotheLounge..myheartalmost

stoppedwhenIsawMusa.Hewasshockedto

seemetoo.HewassittingnexttoNtateMolete,

MmeDorah'shusband.

Me:whatareyoudoinghere?

Musa:whatareyoudoinghere?NtateMolete

toldmehe'scomingtoGautengsoIcameto

seehim.

Me:Dumelapapa...whendidyougethere?

MrM:abouttwohoursago.

Ishookhishand.

MrM:HelloRea.Gositnexttoyourhusband.

Idid.



MmeD:IcalledNtateMoletehere..

Me:Oh.

MrM:Mywifetellsmeyoukidsaregoing

throughsomething.

Wekeptquiet.

MrM:AndyouwanttodivorcehimRea?

Me:Yes.Iwanttodivorcehim

IlookedatMusawhowaslookingatme.

MrM:Soitseemslikewehavetostayuptill

midnightMmaMolete.

Me:Wedonthaveto.

MmeD:Yeswehaveto.Wehavebeenmarried



forover35yearsAndwewon'tsitAndwatch

youkidsdestroywhatyou'vebulit..gogeta

blanket.Itsgoingtobealongnight
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IdidasIwastold.

MrM:Rea,what'stheissue?

Iclearedmythroat.

Me:MusahasbeenaccusingMeofcheating.

MrM:why?

Me:there'saguythatI'vebeenworkingwith

andhethinksthere'ssomethinggoingon



betweenus.

MrM:Musa?

Musa:Ntate,ItoldReatokeepthings

professional.Shekissesthisguy,goeson

secretdateswiththeguy.Goestoguesthouses

andclaimshe'sgaywhenconfrontedaboutit.

Doesntgivestraightanswers.

Me:Edwinisgay.Yourefusedtomeethim!

MmeD:Calmdown.

MrM:Sothat'stheproblem?

Me:AndthatIdisappearedforaweek.

MrM:Withoutinforminghim?

Me:Ineededspacefromhisaccusations.

MrM:Whydoyouwanttodivorcehim?

Me:Heinsultedme.

MrM:Howso?

Me:IfoundI'mpregnant,toldhimtocometo



theappointmentandtheonlyquestionhe

askedwasifwecouldhavethepaternitytest

doneonthechild

MrM:okay.Mme?

MmeDlookedatus.

MmeD:Musa,who'sbeensendingyouthis

"evidence"

Musa:anonymous.

MmeD:Andyoubelieveitmore?

Musa:Itscompromising.

MmeD:okaybutwhydidn'tyoulookdeeper

intoit?

Musa:Idid.Theguysheclaimsisgayhas2

kidsandthecurrentpartnerlooksprettymuch

likeawoman.

MmeD:Rea?



Me:IexplainedthatEdwin'spartnerlikes

dressinglikeawoman.Toldhimthatthey

shouldmeetandhesaid"no"

MmeD:Musawhy?

Musa:Iwasn'tinterested.

MrM:Itdoesn'tworklikethatMusa.HasRea

eversuspectedyouofcheating?

Musa:YesSir.

MrM:And?

Musa:IprovedittoherthatI'mloyal.

MrM:yetwhenshewantedtodothesame,you

weren'tinterested.

Hekeptquiet.

MrM:Reahaveyoueversuspectedhim?

Me:yestwice.Thefirsthegavemethe



evidenceandthesecondIdidmyown

investigationanddiscoveredthatthepictures

wheretakenbeforeImethim.Ionlytoldhim

aboutitafter.Evenapologizedforgoingbehind

hisback.

MmeD:Musa,that'sunfair..IfReacoulddothat

whycouldn'tYou?Okay,Therewerepictures

butshouldn'tyouhavetrustedyourwifemore?

MrM:Youweren'tevensupposetohurtherlike

that.You'vebasicallycalledyourwifeaJezebel..

That'snotwhatamandoes.Reabilwe...You

can'tdisappearforaweek.WhenMusaasked

youtostayawayfromEdwin,youshouldhave.

Youweresupposetokeepthingsprofessional

andnotgototheguesthouse.Whatwereyou

doingthere?

Me:Wewereworking.

MrM:Wereallrestaurantsclosedonthatday?

Me:noSir.



MrM:Soyouseewhattheproblemis...You

twodon'tcommunicate.Younotworking

together.Youareworkingagainsteachother.

MmeD:andthatiswhatisgoingtobreakyou.

ThispersonsendingMusaevidenceistryingto

breakyouguysupandtheyhavesucceeded

cozReawantsadivorce..

MrM:DoyouRememberthevowsyoutookin

Paarl.

"yesSir"

Wesaidatthesametime.

MmeD:Musa,yousaidyoufeelblessedcoz

you'vefoundalovethattrescendsandgrows

despiteofbadtimes.AmIwrong?

Musa:Noma'am..



MmeD:I'llneverforgetthosewordsbecauseI

feltthem.Whenyousaidthosewordsyousaid

themwithlove.Youwerebraggingandshowing

offthatanyonewhowantsRea,shouldsitdown

cozyou'vealreadysnatchedher.Nowyouwant

themtosnatchherfromyou?

Silence.

MmeD:Reabilwe.

Me:Ma?

MmeD:yousaidthere'snooneelseyou'd

ratherbewith.WhathappenedtothatReathat

foughthard?TheReathatwouldn'tletanyone

comebetweenherandherhusband?

Ididn'tanswer.



MrM:Iwon'tSithereAndlie.WhenMywife

calledandsaid"ReawantstodivorceMusa"I

droppedeverythingandtoldherI'dbehere

today.Youtwoloveeachother.Infact,I've

neverseenayoungcouplelovelikeyoudo.I

willnotsithereandtellyouthatmarriageisa

walkintheparkcozitsnot.Sometimesyou

wanttostrangleyourpartner,sometimesyou

wanttoscreamatyourpartnerbutitsnormal.

Wearehuman.Rea,Iunderstandyourhurt,But

alsounderstandhis.Musa,youwerewrong.

Younotsupposetoinsultherlikethat.Younot

supposetohumiliateher.Protecther.Loveher.

She'syourwife.

MmeD:Rea,he'syourhusband,maybewhenhe

toldyoutostayawayfromEdwin,itwas

somethingthathefeltwouldgowrongandit

did.Youarenotcheatingonhimbutyour

actionsmadeitseemlikeyouwere.Don't

mistreatherMusa,she'syourhelper.She'syour

righthandwomanandshe'sthemotherofyour



children,includingtheoneshe'scarryingnow.

MrM:Idonotcondonedivorce.Ineverdid.Do

youStilllovehim?

IlookedatMusa.

MrM:Rea?

Me:Ido..

MrM:Musawenkosi?Doyoustillloveyourwife?

Musa:YesIdoSir.

MrM:thenyouhavesomethingtofightfor.

MmeD:They'vegotalottofightfor.

MrM:Itisevidentthatpeoplearewatchingyou

guys.Theywanttohavewhatyouguyshave.

MmeD:Andit'seitheryoufightforyourloveor

youletitdownthedrain.

MrM:Communicationiskey.



MmeD:Rea,trustyourselfwithhim.Musado

thesame.

MrM:That'stheonlywaytostaywinning.

MmeD:Anddon'tletnobodyoranythingcome

betweenyoutwo.Youdidthatbefore.Youcan

doitagain.

MrM:andRea,tellyourlawyerheorsheisnot

gettingyourmoneyanymore.

Ismiledathim

MmeD:Wearegoingtosleepnow.Youtwo

musttalknowthatis.

MrM:Andifyoudecideyouwantustohelp,

thenwewill.

MmeD:Butonlyinthemorningcozwearevery

tired.

MrM:Godblessyourunionandmayyouboth



findhealing.

Theygotupfromthecouchandwentintothe

bedroomMmeDsleptin.WesatInsilencefor

about5minutes.

Musa:Soyouwerereallygoingtofilefor

divorce?

Me:Youdeservedit.Andyoustilldo.

Henodded.

Musa:okayIguessyou'reright..

Me:whathappenedtoyou?

Musa:Icouldaskyouthesame.

Me:Areyouserious?

Musa:okaylook,Rea,thewayyouactedmade



medoubtyou.

Me:Youweren'tsupposeto.

Musa:Iknowthatbutthepictures,thefootage

wasincriminating.

Me:You'vehurtme..

Musa:Iknowthat.AndI'mawarethatItookita

stepfurtheratyourappointment..

Me:YouknowwhatMusa,Idon'tcareabout

youdoubtingme,youbelievingpicturesover

whatIhadtosaybutthinkingthatI'dgoout

thereandhaveachildwithsomeoneelse.

Really?

Hekeptquiet.

Me:butyouknowwhat,it'sfine.Youcan

continuelovingyoursonsandI'lldealwiththis

oneI'mcarrying.I'lltellhimorherthatyouare



dead..

Musa:Reacomeon.

Me:Itsalmost1amcanyouleave?Iwantto

sleep.

Musa:I'msorryittookmethislongtoseemy

faults,thatthingswentthisfarandthatIletmy

"anger"cloudme.ThatIlettheevidencethat

wasbroughtbeforemecloudme.Butmost

importantly,I'msorrythatIinsultedyouandour

child.I'llacceptwhateverdecisionyoumake.

I'msorry.Ireallyam.

Hegrabbedhiscarkeysandwalkedout.Iwent

tolockthedoors,andwentbacktobed.WhenI

wokeup,Icleaned,tookabathandstarted

makingbreakfastformyelders.

MrM:Didyoutwotalkthingsout?

Me:Ithinkso.



MmeD:And?

Me:Andwedidn'tcometoaconclusion.

MrM:understandablyso.

MmeD:Ihopeyoutwoworkthingsout.

MrM:ohtheywillmama.I'llmakesuretheydo.

Ispentthedayworkingontheaccountthathad

beenassignedtomethedaybeforeand

completedwhatwasrequired.Ialsogot

throughwiththeotherprojectsandIwasglad

whenSaturdayfinallycamecozIgottoseemy

kidsatElla's.Shehadthrownabeautifulparty

forherdaughter.Musacamethroughaswell

andhewasalsohappytoseehissons.The

nextsundaymorning,Iwenttochurchwith

MmeD,MmeSandMrM.Beautifulservice.

MmeD:Goodtofinallyseeyoueating..



Me:beenhungry..

MrM:Youcan'tskipmealsRea.

Me:Iwontanymore....soI'vethoughtthings

through.

MrM:Okay...

Me:I'mgoingtogothroughwithit.

MrM:Youdivorcinghim?

Me:I'mgoingtogothroughwiththehealing

process.IForgivehimandI'llgiveusanother

chance.
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MrM;Ohgood.

MmeD:That'saverywisedecision.

Me:I'llleaveafterwashingthedishes.



MmeS:Evenifyoudon't.

Igiggled..

Me:Ihaveto.

MmeS:I'mgoingtomisshavingyouaround.

MmeD:Thisonethatdoesn'twanttoeat?

MrM:she'llhavenochoicebuttoeatnow..she

hadababyontheway.

MmeD:WecangobacktoMpumalanganow..

Me:Doyouhaveto?

MmeD:yes

MrM:Andyouknowyoualwayswelcome.

ThatIknewverywell.



Me:thankyouParents.

MrM:Thankyouchild.Forlistening.

IgiggledAndwefinishedeating.Iwashedthe

dishesandgotmybagsready.Mylife!

MmeD:Callwhenyougethome.

MrM:Anddrivesafely..

MmeS:Youshouldcomeback.

Me:Iwill

MrM:Rea?

Me:pa?

MrM:He'sincompletewithoutyou.

Me:Ishe?

MrM:Trustme.Iknow.I'mamanandIthink

I'velived.76yearsonthisearth.Iknowathing

ortwo.



MmeD:IhopeyoutwoMakeitwork..

Isighed.

MrM:takecareofhim.

MmeD:HebettertakeCareofyou.

Ihuggedthemanddrovebacktothehouse.I

parkedthecarinthegarageandthehousewas

locked.Itookmybagstothebedroomand

passedoutassoonasIputmyheaddown.I

waswokenupbythesoundofkeysfallingon

thefloor.

Musa:I'msorry.

Me:it'sokay.

Musa:hey.



Me:Hi.

Musa:CanIholdyou?

That'sallIwantedhimtodo.Inodded.

Hecametomysideofthebedandhuggedme.

Wehuggedtightandafteraboutthreeminutes,

weletloose.

Me:Yousmellnice.

Hesmiled

Musa:Andyoulookcrusty.

Me:Who'sfaultisit?

Musa:Guilty.Imissedyou

Me:Iknow..Imissedyoutoo.



Musa:thingswentanextramilethistimeright?

Inodded..

Musa:baby,I'mreally...

Me:stopapologizing.

Iwantedhimto.Iwantedhimtostop

apologizingcozhonestlyIhadforgivenhim.

Thesermonhadmademefeelthat.

Musa:Iwaswrong.

Me:sowasI.

Musa:Babypleaseforgiveme..

Hewasonhisknees.



Me:Musa,Ihaveforgivenyou.

Musa:AndI'llspendtherestofmylifemakingit

uptoyou.

Me:Luk6:37"Donotjudge,andyouwillnotbe

judged.Donotcondemn,andyouwillnotbe

condemned.Forgive,andyouwillbeforgiven."

Pleasegetoffyourknees.

Hedid

Me:makespartofToday'ssermon.Ihave

forgivenyou.

Helookedatme.

Me:Ijustwantyouinsideofme.



Hegiggled.

Musa:That'sall?

Me:Please.

HeslowlyunbuttonedthedressIhadonand

pushedmegentlytillIwasonmyback.He

movedslowly,kissingmyskin.NoliesImissed

him.

Musa:Getcomfortable.

ImovedsoIwascomfortableenough.

Musa:relaxbaby.

Itfeltlikethefirsttimehemadelovetome..he



toldmetogetcomfortableandrelax.He

probablythoughtIwasn'tcomfortableor

relaxedenoughcozhewasastrangerback

thenbutthetruthwasthat...Iwasstillpure.

Me:I'mrelaxed.

Hemoveduptomyfaceandwekissed

passionately,hewasslow.Ifeltmybloodrush

ashemovedinsideofme.Wewentonforwhat

seemedtobealongtime.Ihadgoosebumps

whenweweredone.

Musa:what'swrong?Areyoufeelingcold?

Me:Iwasonavergeofgoingcelibate.

Helaughedandreachedforsomething.



Musa:Pleaseputthison.

Itwasmyring.

Me:why?

Musa:becausewhenyouthrewitatme,ithurt

me.

Me:Goon.

HeputIton.

Musa:Thankyou.

Me:Okay.

Musa:AndIam...

Me:Idareyoutoapologizeagain.

Musa:Iamsorry.



Ipunchedhimlightly.

Musa:Comecloser.

IdidandhepulledmetillIwasclosetohisface.

Me:sowhenyougavemethatHJaccount,

wereyoutryingtopunishme?

Musa:no.Fredericwantedyouontheaccount.

I'dneverbringourpersonalmatterstothe

office.Wevowedtokeepthingsprofessional.

Me:Okay.

Musa:youthoughtI'mpunishingyou?

Me:Imeanyes.

Musa:No.

Me:Okay.



Musa:Iwouldnever.You,Lloyd,Charmaineand

GeraldArelikethelightofthatcompany..

Everyonewantsyouontheiraccounts.

Me:canyoumeetEdwin?

Musa:I'vemetEdwin

Me:andhisbabe.

Musa:LookRea,Dontproveanythingtome.

YousaidheisgaysoIhavetotakeyourword..

Me:fairenough.

Musa:allgood?

Me:Zambiawasdullwithoutyou.

Musa:Youthink?Ihadnopartnertolunchwith,

Iwantedtostripyououtthatblackdressyou

hadonwhenAbigailcametocongratulateyou

andIcouldn't.Andthenyoudisappearedfora

week.

Me:Youdeservedthat.Youbehavedlikeajerk..

Musa:Can'tsayyou'rewrong.Nomorebaby.



Me:Forreal?

Musa:Forthelasttime!

Pinkyswear.

Me:Nothingornoone.

Musa:NothingornooneBaby.

Wewerelaughingandtalkinglikenothing

happened.Thenextmorning,weleftearlycoz

wehadameetingat9:00andIhonestlywasn't

feelingwell.

Musa:canItakeyouhome?

Me:No.

Musa:Youcouldbarelykeepittogetherinthe

meeting.



Me:Musa,I'mfine.

Musa:packyourthings.I'llgogetminethenI'll

takeyouhomeokay?

HelefttheofficeandasIwaspackingmy

things,myphonerang.

Me:Hello?

"Whatwillittaketokeepyoutwoapart?"
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Me:whoareyou?

"Iaskedyouaquestion"

Me:EitherYoutellmewhowhoareoryoucan

gotohell.



"Answermyquestion"

Me:Theanswertothatisnothing!

Ihungup.TookascreenshotoftheNumber

andsendittoJono..minuteslater,Minuteslater,

Musacamein.

Musa:let'sgobaby.

Me:Okay.

IpassedhimmylaptopbagAndmyhandbag.

Musa:Hungry?

Me:alittle.Iactuallyfeelliketoastedchicken

ma...

Musa:YounotsupposetoeatMayo.

Me:cravings..



Musa:babytellthemtochange.

Me:Tellmycravingstochange?

Musa:Yes.

Me:Bongabroughtmeonethelasttime.It

tastedsogood.

Musa:Bongahasbeenyourfriendfromwhen?

Me:That'snotthepoint.

Musa:Pointis,he'ssupposetoknowyou

allergictoMayo.

Me:he'sallergictocheesebutIgiveittohim

anyway.

Musa:andIfailtounderstandhowyoutwoare

friends

Heopenedthedoorforme

Me:Thankyou.



Musa:Itsapleasurema'am.

Hegotintohisseat.

Musa:whatdidIdo?

Me:Soneonecalledme.

Musa:Someone?

Me:Yes.

Musa:Maleorfemale?

Me:Female.Sheaskedwhatshouldbedoneto

keepusapart.

Musa:Areyouserious?

Me:Butdon'tworryaboutit.

Musa:Whatdoyoumean?

Me:Jonowillfindoutwhoitis.

Musa:Yousure?



Inodded.

Me:Itrusthim.

Musa:Okaythen.

Me:canwegogetsomethingtoeat?

Musa:Yes.Wecan.

Me:Thankyou..

Musa:SoIwasthinking...

Me:don'tlie.

Helaughed

Musa:Iwaslookingathomes.

Me:therewego

Musa:weneedabiggerhome.



Me:Iagree.

Musa:Youdo?

Me:Yes.Thathouseisgettingabigcrowded

now.Celiwillneedherspaceandweneedto

startpreparingforthislittleone

Musa:andabiggercar.

Me:Onethingatatime.

Musa:okay

Me:Thankyou.Ireallyfeellikemilktart.

Musa:youjustsaidyou...

Hedecidedtoreroute.

Musa:Okay.

Me:thankyou

Musa:it'sgoingtobealongone

Me:no



Musa:itwill.Youdontevenlikemilktart..

Me:butIfeellikeitnow..

Musa:Imhavingavasectomyafterthischild

Me:Good.I'mhavingmytubestied.

Musa:good!

Me:great

Musa:deal?

Me:deal!

Wegottothemallandhegrabbedatrolley.I

startedthrowingthingsin.

Musa:okay..done?

Me:Ithinkso..

Musa:okaycome..



Ifollowedhimtothetill.Wepaidandwent

home.

Musa:babyareyoufine?

Me:Iam..

Musa:yousure?

Ihadjustrantothebathroomtopuke

Me:it'snormal.

Musa:Iknowthatbutyouweren'tlikethiswhen

youwerepregnantwiththetwins.

Me:pregnanciesdifferbaby.

Musa:Youdontwantmetogetyoupills?

Me:I'mfine.

Musa:Yousure?



Irinsedmymouth.

Me:I'mfine.

Musa:okay.Youshouldrest..

Ifollowedhimtoourbedroom..

Me:don'ttuck...

Hehadalreadytuckedmein

Me:okay.

Musa:Sorry

Me:it'snotcold.

Musa:Itschilly.

Me:Youcangobacktotheofficenow.



Hestartedunbuttoninghisshirt

Musa:no.

Me:"no?"

Musa:I'mstayingherewithyou..

Me:Okay.Canmykidscomehometoday?.

Musa:Ispoketomumearlieronbeforeour

meeting.Shewantstokeepthem.

Me:no!Musano!

Musa:calmdown

Me:Iwantmychildrenhome.Iaskedherto

keepthemforashortwhile.Wearefinenow.I

wantmychildrenhome.

Musa:Okay..I'llfetchthem.

Me:whatdidyousaywhenshetoldyouthat?

Musa:ItoldherI'lltalktoyou..



Me:Okay.Callherandtellherwearetalking

thembackplease.

Musa:Iwill.Nowrest.I'llgoworkinthestudy

Me:AndI'lldo...

Musa:Don'ttouchanyfilesoryourlaptopRea.

Youbetterrest

That'swhatIwantedtodo.

Me:okayI'llrest.

Musa:good.Goon.

HechangedandIputmyheaddownandrested.

"Weareback!"

That'swhatwokemeup.Iwassohappytosee



them.

Lu:areyoufine?

Healreadyhadhishandonmyforehead.

Me:Mum'sJusttired.Howwasschool?

Lwa:itwasfine..

Me:Andyoums?

Celi:Long!

Me:You'llbefine.Letmegomakeyoufood.

Celi:it'sokaySis'Rea.I'lldoit.Bhut'Musasaid

weshouldletyourest.

Me:Okay.thankyoubaby.

Lu:I'llbebackokay?

Me:okay.



HekissedmycheekandLwakeptplayingwith

myfingers.

Lwa:YouwantOros?

Me:no.Imfine.Gotothekitchenwithyouraunt

andcomebackwhenyoudoneeatingokay?

Lwa:okay.

TheyfollowedCelitothekitchenandIwentto

brushmyteeth.IfoundMusainthegarden.

Me:yousaidit'schilly.Itsprettyhotouthere.

WhyDontyouhaveahaton?

Musa:I'mJustcheckingontheseflowers.I'llbe

inthehousesoon.

Me:thesearebeautiful.Youdecidedtoplant

these?



Musa:yes

Me:Butnow,wegoingtoleavethesecozwe

arelookingatbuyinganewhouse

Musa:That'sthesadpartbutI'llstartover

Me:Yousure?

Musa:Yesma'am.Who'sthat?

Me:Jon.That'shiswife'scar

Hehadjustparkedoutside.Wewaitedforhim

tocomein.

Jon:Musa.

Musa:Jono.Yougood?

Jon:Iam.You?

Musa:allgood.

Jon:heeey!

Me:heeeyJono.



Westartedtwerkingthenhugged.

Jon:rightsoyouhaveastalker?

Me:yes.

Wesatdown.

Jon:Thenumbersweretraceable.

Me:okay

Jon:TracedthemtoaZandileThabethe.

Me:IdontknowanyZandile.

Jon:here'sapicture.

Ilookedatit



Me:Dontknowher.Baby?

Helookedatit

Musa:Whatthe...

Jon:YouknowherMus?

Musa:yes.Oneofmypastflings.
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Somethinginmewantedtostranglehim.Igot

drained,cried,hurtbecauseofhisflings?

Jon:andmyJobhereisdone.Ineedtogo

home

Me:ThanksJono.



Jon:Surething.

IHuggedhimAndwatchedashedroveoff.

Me:WhatthehellMusawenkosi!

Musa:BabyIamsorry.

Me:Stopapologizing!Who'sthisZandile?

Musa:Anoldfling.

Me:Andoldfling?

Musa:wesortofdated.

Me:Fling?Sortofdated...Whichoneisit?

Musa:Wedated.

Me:Then?

Musa:brokeup.

Me:oh?

Musa:yes.



Me:When?

Musa:AfterImetyou.

Me:what?That'swhatYousaidwhenLinda

resurfaced.

Musa:IwasdatingbothLindaandZandileat

thesametime.

Me:MusawenkosiLeornadoMabasa!

Musa:Iknowitlooksbad.

Me:youthink?

Hekeptquiet.

Me:Idon'tblamethesepoorgirls.Youprobably

whisperedsweetnothingstothem...

Musa:Ididn't.

Me:Musadontlie.It'stheverysamethingyou

didtome.Weallknowyouareasmooth



operator.

Musa:yeahbutIdidn'twhispersweetnothings

toyou.I'vegivenyoueverythingIsaidIwould.

Irolledmyeyes.

Me:really?

Musa:LookbabyI'llhandleit.

Me:Noyouwon't.

Musa:it'smyfaultthat...

Me:MusawenkosiIsaidIwillhandleit.You'll

endupwhisperingmoresweetnothingstothe

poorgirl..

Hiseyespoppedout..

Musa:BabyIsaidI'msorry.



Me:andallIwanttodoisstrangleyou!

Musa:Youcandothatinbed.

Me:thisisnotajoke..

Musa:I'msorry.Ijustdontgetit.

Me:Wellgetit!Thispersonalmosttoreour

familyapart.

Hisseriousfacecamebackon..

Me:WhateverMusa!

Musa:baby...

Me:leavemealone.

IwentIntothehouseandjoinedthetwinsinthe

lounge.

Me:where'sCeli?



Lu:Busywithherhomework.

Me:Anddontyoutwohavehomework?

Lwa:Lu?

Lu:Lwa?

Lwa:Dowehavehomework?

Me:Youtwoaren'tinthesameclass.How

wouldheknow?

Lu:Weare..

Lwa:WeaskedMsMoodleytoputusinone

class.

Me:what?

Lu:Yes.Theysentgogoaletterandshewentto

school

Me:Theysentyourgrandmotheraletter?

Lwa:itwasforyoubutwewereatkoko'sso

shewenttoschool.

Me:Sotheyputyouinthesameclass?



Lu:Yes.

HorriblemotherIwas!Wow!

Lwa:Andwesittogether.

Me:andyoucausetrouble?

Lu:No.

Me:Really?

Lwa:yes.

Me:That'sgoodthen.Gogetyourbooks.

Theyrantogettheirbooks.

Me:Let'ssee...

Theyhadnohomework.



Me:AndIguesswearereading.

Lu:Haa!

Lwa:Why?

Lu:Iwanttowatchtheanimalchannel.

Me:Wearereading.Gogetthenewspaper.

Lu:Thisisnotright.

Me:Don'tmakemepinchyou.Goon.

Hewenttogetthenewspaperandforanhour

and30minutesweimprovedontheirreading.

Me:Better.NowyoucanwatchTV.

Lu:Areyoufine?

Lwa:Areyoureallyfine?

Me:Iwanttoaskyousomething.



Lu:Okay.

Ifeltbad.

Me:whatkindofamotherdoyouthinkIam.

Mindyoume,Iwasaskingkidsgoingon6.

Lu:Ithinkyouareawesome.

Lwa:Youmakeusread.

Me:younotansweringthequestion.

Lwa:YouareabeautifulmumMsKelly.

Lu:Andyouloveus.

Lwa:youalwaysbuyusgifts.

Lu:Youalwayscheckonuswhenweareat

Gran's.



Lwa:Andweknowyoualwaysfightwithkoko

whenshewantsustostay.

Me:SoI'mnotabadmother?

Theyshooktheirheads.

Musa:whydoyouask?

Iturnedtolookathim

Me:Justaquestion.

Musa:Youshouldneveraskthatquestion.You

notdoingabadJob.

Me:OkaysodadandIhavesomethingtotell

you.Celi!

Celi:Sis'Rea.

Me:Pleasecomehere.



Lwa:Wegettingnewclothes?

Me:No.

Lu:wegoingonvacation?

Me:Actuallythat'snotabadidea.Yourdadwill

sponsorit.

Celisatnexttoherbrother

Me:Wehavesomethingtotellyou.

Musa:Wearemovingtoanewhousesoon.

Celi:What'swrongwiththisone?

Musa:it'sgoingtogetcrowded.

Lwa:why?

Me:Becauseyoutwoaregoingtohavealittle

brotherorsister.

Musa:orboth

Me:GodForbid!



Celi:wellthatsgoodnews.Ilikebeinganaunt.

WelookedatThetwinswhowerelookingat

eachother.

Musa:Badidea.

Me:right?

Musa:Boys?

Theywhisperedsomethingtoeachotherthen

nodded.

Lu:Weaccept.

Lwa:weacceptyourchild..whenisitcoming

home?

Lu:YoustillwaitingforGodtogiveittothe

pastorsohecancomegiveittoyou?



MusaandIlookedateachother.

Lwa:kokosaidbabiescomefromGod..

Musa:yesshe'sright.Thepastorwillbringthe

babylateronintheyearokay?

Me:InOctoberifnotNovember.

Lu:okay.

Wespenttimewiththemandthenextdayat

aroundlunch,IwenttomeetwithZandile.

Zandi:Rea.Youarebeautiful.

Me:Soareyou.

Shewas.Wesatdown.



Me:Youwanttotellmewhyyouwentoutofmy

waytoruinmymarriage?

Zandi:Okay,ifthathurtyouI'msorry.

Woah!What?InherheadI'msurethatmade

sense.

Zandi:See,MusaandIweredatingthenyou

cameintothepicture,Iactuallysawyoutwo

leavetogethertheveryfirstdayyoumetatthe

loungeandafter2days,Igotdumped.Via

skype.Hewasapparentlyonabusinesstrip

Me:okay?

Zandi:Itriedmovingon,metafewguys,had

twobabiesbutmyheartfailsme.IloveMusa.

He'sthefirstguyIeverlovedandyouknowthe

heartwantswhatitwants.



SheremindedmeofTshegowhenshetold

mumthatshewantedtobewithBokangand

notRichardanymore.

Me:Iunderstandallofthatbuthe'stakenbyme!

Hehaschildren.Afamily.Whatshouldhedo

now?

Zandi:Idon'tknow.AllIknowisIwantthe

heavenandearthhepromisedme.Ilovehim

Rea,andI'msorryyougettingdraggedintothis

butItried,failedandIcan'tkeepitinanymore.I

loveMusawenkosi.
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Me:okay.



ShewaspolitesoIhadnoreasontoberude.I

didn'tthinkshewascrazy.Shewascrazyin

lovenotmentallydisturbed.Shewasn't

someoneI'dlabelas"psycho"or"bipolar"."Go-

getter"wasprobablyabetterterm.

Zandi:That'saboutit

Me:Okay.I'lltalktothemanthatpromisedyou

heavenandearththensetupanothermeeting

okay?

Zandi:okay..

Me:Great..

Iwantednodrama.Really.Ihadachildtothink

of.Ipaidforherdrinkthenwenttomum's.

Mum:Aren'tyouatwork?

Me:Musamademetaketheweekoff.



Mum:Why?AreyoutwoOkay?

Me:Wearefine.Howareyou?

Mum:I'mfine.Youareglowing.

Me:Really?

Mum:Yes.

Ilookedatmyreflectiononthemicrowave

Me:Ilookokay.

Mum:Ithinkyoulookstunning.

Me:mustbethegiftI'mcarrying.

Mum:Youarepregnant?

Inodded.

Mum:Andyoudidnttellme?



Me:Iwasgoingthroughafewthingsmama.

Mum:whatthings?

Me:Iwon'tdwellonthat.

Mum:Okay.Hereyougo.

Me:Mabele?

Mum:Eat.

Me:I'mnothungry.

Mum:Rea..

Me:Ma?

Mum:eatup.

Igotthesugar

Me:Sowhydidn'tyoutellmethattheboysare

inthesameclassnow?

Mum:Youwereoutofthecountry



Me:Okaysowhyaretheyinthesameclass?

Mum:thosekidstakeaftertheirparents.They

can'tlivewithouteachother..

Me:ohwowma!

Mum:kennete

Me:sowhatdidtheteacherssay?

Mum:theysaidLwandileneverparticipatesin

anythingifLuisnotthereandLualwayswants

tobenexttoLwandile

Me:Oh.

Mum:Yes.

Me:andiseverythingfinenow?

Mum:Yes.Perfect.

Me:okaythatsgood.

Mum:dontstress.

Me:I'lltry..Thisisnice

Mum:Itis.



Me:Porridgeat13:30.

Mum:Justeat.

Me:Iameatingma.

Mum:haveyouseenThapelo?

Me:Notreally.

Mum:He'syourbrother.

Me:he'satMello'sisn'the?

Mum:Yes.Youshouldgoseehim

Me:Ishould?

Mum:Yes..Whenyouleavehere.

Me:No..Ineedtogohomeand...

Mum:Rea!

Me:Finema!

Ifinishedeating.



Mum:AndI'llcallMellotoaskher.

Me:I'mnotakidanymore.I'mturning30soon.

Mum:You'llalwaysbemykid.

Me:I'llgo.

Mum:Takecare.

Me:Youtooma.

Ikissedher,gotintomycarandasIreflected

oneverythingthathadhappenedoverthepast

fewdays,IcalledMmeD.

MmeD:Youtwolovebirdsforgotaboutus?

Me:Ohneverma.

MmeD:howareyou?

Me:I'mfinema..howareyou?

MmeD:I'mokay..howarethekidsdoing?

Me:thekidsarefine.



MmeD:Theirfather?

Me:He'sfine.

MmeD:Areyoutwookaynow?

Me:Wearegettingthere.

MmeD:That'sgood.

Me:itisma.

MmeD:Ithinkyoutwoshouldcomeoverone

weekend.

Me:Iwouldactuallylovethat.

MmeD:Nextweek?

Me:CanItalktohimthengetbacktoyouma?

MmeD:Yes

Me:OkayMa.Thankyou.

MmeD:itsapleasure.

Me:IloveyouMmeD.

MmeD:I'vealwayslovedyouRea



Me:Talktoyousoon.

MmeD:Okaymychild.

Ihungupand30minuteslater,Iarrivedat

Mello's.

Mello:wellwell...theglowisBack.Youand

Musaarefine?

Me:weare.

Mello:Whatwasgoingon?

Me:ToldyouwhatIhadtoMello.

Mello:Fairenough.

Me:WhereisThapelo?

Mello:Youmissedhim.Hejustwentoutwith

Mike

Me:Oh.

Mello:Youwantedtoseehim?



Me:Yep.

Mello:He'sactuallyfun..

Me:Isawthepicturesyoutookwithhimand

Tshego.

Mello:Youshouldreallyspendtimewithhim..

Me:IspoketohimAtthepartythough.

Mello:Forthreeminutes..

Me:I'llcomebacktomorrow.

Mello;Haiwena.

Me:Keng?

Mello:Youdon'twanttochillwithmetoday?

Me:No.

Mello:youhavemoods.

Ilaughed.



Me:IjustreallywanttogettoMusa.

Mello:Why?

Me:I'llcometomorrowMello.

Mello:Okay.

Me:Loveyou.

Mello:Iloveyoutoo.

Iwenttogetthekidsandwenthome.Dinner,

someTv,bathtimethenbed.

Musa:IDonthavetimeformadness.

Me:whydidyoupromiseherheavenandearth?

Musa:Ididn't.

Me:Musa.

Musa:BabyIdidn't.

Me:youdid.



Musa:pleasebelieveme?

Me:whatisitthatyouhave?

Helaughed.

Musa:Baby,Dontlethergettoyou.Ihaveother

thingstoworryabout.

Me:Oh?

Musa:Come.

Igotintobed.Heslidthesleeveoffmy

shoulder

Me:Musaleavemealone..

Musa:areyouserious?

Me:Yes.

Musa:Rea...



Me:Leavemealone.

Iputmyheaddown.

Me:WearemeetingwithZanditomorrow.

Musa:Good.SoIcantellhertoleavemealone

Hedidn'tgotoworkthenextday,andwewent

tomeetwithZandi.

Zandi:HeyMusa.

Shehadstarsinhereyes.

Musa:Hi..

Zandi:Youlookgood..



Musa:Thanks.Youwanttotellmewhyyou

wentallouttoruinmymarriagewithRea?

Zandi:cozIloveyou..Rememberwhatwehad?

Musa:Look,Itwasnothinhserious.I'mhappy

withRea.MoveOn.

Zandi:AndIloveyou.

Musa:andIdon't.

Me:SoZandi,whatdoyousuggestwedo?

Zandi:Iwanttobearhimchildren,doallthe

thingshesaidwoulddo.

Me:Soyouwanthimtomarryyou?

Musa:Heybabydon'tdothat.

Me:Babystopit.

Musa:whatthingsdidIsaywe'ddo?

Zandi:Livethegoodlife.Havefun

Musa:You'vehadyourshareZandile.Ididallof

thatforyou.



Zandi:Notsatisfied..don'tyougetit?Musayou

aremyfirstlove.

Musa:Youarenotmine..Don'tyougetit?

Zandi:Youhurtingme.

Musa:You'reabiggirl.Youcanlookafter

yourself.

Me:Zandi,Iaskedyouwhatyouwantustodo.

Zandi:Iwanttolivetherestofmylifewithhim.

Me:Andwhataboutus?

Zandi:SharingiscaringRea.

Musalaughed.

Musa:Idon'thavetimeforthis.

Me:Musa...

Hefoldedhisarms.



Me:WecansharehimZandi.
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Musa:Rea!Areyoucrazy?

Me:I'llbeintouchSoon.

Zandi:Great..

Me:We'lltalkthisouttogether?

Zandi:I'dlovethat

Me:Babylet'sgo.

HegotupandIfollwedhimout.Wedrovein

silenceandwhenwegothome,hejustburst.



Musa:Areyoucrazy?

Me:No!

Musa:Look,Iknowthehormonesaredriving

you...

Me:leavemyhormonesalone.

Musa:Areyoucrazy?YouareworsethanZandi.

Me:Okay.

Musa:Stopthismadness.

Me:Iwillnot.

Musa:Rea!

Me:Musa!

Musa:isthisyourwayofpunishingme?

Me:No.

Musa:then?

Me:Thisismywayofmakinglifesimplefor

everyone.

Musa:youcouldn'tfindanotherway?



Me:No.

Musa:Wellgoodluck.

Me:No.Goodlucktoyou.Thisiswhatyouget

foryoursweetnothings.

HeleftthekitchenandIheardhimbangthe

doorofthestudyroom.Imadesomethingto

eatandafterwhatseemedlikeages,Iwatched

TV.Anhourlater,Iwenttocheckonhim.

Musa:justsendmetheemail

Frida...thanks...askGordontodealwiththe

figures...Okaythanks.

HehungupandIwenttositoppositehim.

Musa:MrsMabasa.

Me:Youokay?



Musa:doIhaveachoice?

Me:What'sthatsupposetomean?

Musa:nevermindRea

Me:YouknowIloveyouright?

Musa:AndYouareshowingittomebyforcing

Zandiontome?

Me:Imnot.

Musa:Rea,Iamsorry.Babyplease.I'lldo

whateverjustdon'tdothistome.

Me:Itsnotaboutyou.Musashelovesyou.

Musa:AndIloveyou.

Me:Itsbestthisway

Musa:Reano

Me:Itisbaby.

Musa:How'sthisgoingtowork?

Me:Iwillfigureitout.

Musa:Justletusfindabetterwayofhandling



this.

Me:Whichis?

Musa:Idontknowbaby.

Me:Thisistheonlyway.Trustme.

Hekeptquiet.

Musa:I'mgoingtofetchthekidsfromschool.

Me:CanIcomewithyou?

Musa:no.

Me:Okay.

IwatchedhimwalkoutandcalledTshego.

Tshego:Whatkindoftroubleareyouinnow?

Me:Iminnotrouble.



Tshego:Then?

Me:Thennothing.Myjustcheckinguponyou.

Tshego:Yourememberedyouhaveanolder

sister?

Me:yes.

Tshego:Areyouokay?

Me:Imfine..

Tshego:AreYousure?.

Me:Yes.

Tshego:AndMusa?

Me:He'salsofine.Everyone'sfine.

Tshego:That'sgood..

Me:Andthere?

Tshego:Weallfine.

Me:Iwasjustcheckinguponyou..

Tshego:AreyoufineRea?



Me:TshegoIam...

Therewasaknock.

Me:Imperfectlyfine.I'lltalktoyoulater,there's

aknock.

Tshego:Okay.Takecareofyourself.

Me:Iwill.Loveyou.

Tshego:Iloveyoutoo.

Ihungupandwenttogetthedoor.

Bonga:Whattookyousolong?

Me:HeyB.Wasonthephone..

Bonga:Okay.

Me:HowdidyouknowI'mhere?



Bonga:Icalledyouroffice.

Me:Oh.

Bonga:Yougood?

Me:Iamfine.Howareyou?

Bonga:I'mgood.Here

Itwaschocolate..

Me:Ohthankyou..

Bonga:Itsapleasure.Wasgoingtobringyou

vodkabutsituationman.

Me:AndtowhatdoIowethis?

Bonga:Well,Iwas"cravings"shoppingformy

wifeandRememberedthatIhadapregnant

bestfriendwhomustalsobegoingthroughthe

mostsoIfiguredwhynot.BesidesImissedyou

man..



Me:Imissedmissedyoutoo.Howarethegirls

doing?

Bonga:Divas.

Me:Itcantbethatbad

Bonga:Itis.Ishouldhavewornarubber.

Ilaughed.

Me:Youdon'tmeanthat.

Bonga:OfcourseIDont.Ican'timaginelife

withoutthem.

Me:Buttheyaredivas.

Bonga:Youknowthem.

Me:Atleastyou'llhavesomeonetodoboyish

thingswith

Bonga:Ican'twait.

Me:WhoknewMara?



Bonga:knewwhat?

Me:Thatwe'dgettothis?

Bonga:mumdid.MaMolefeknewit.Remember

whenwedisappearedfor4daysandshesaid"I

can'twaitforyouthreetohavechildren,Iwant

themtoputyouthroughwhatyluputus

through"

Ilaughed.

Me:Jonowasn'tevenInterested.

Bonga:He'salwaysbeenthemosthighand

drunkone.

Giggled.

Me:Jono'slivinglifeasbestashecan.Buthe's

alsoaveryhandsondad.



Bonga:HavetobeRea.Theworldneedsmen

whoarefatherstotheirchildren.Betherefor

yourchildren.

Me:That'strue.

Bonga:butdisappearonweekends.

ILaughedandshookmyhead

Me:Whatdoyouwanttodrink?

Bonga:Anythingwithacid

Me:Bongaoextrawaitsi.

HelaughedasIpouredhimadrink.Wespent

timetogetherandheleftafterspending30

minuteswiththeboys.Theylovedhim.Dinner

wasquiet.Musawasmadatme.



Me:Iloveyou..

Musa:yeahright.

Hefacedtheotherwayandswitchedoffhis

sidelamp.Thenextday,IspoketoZandiover

thephone.MusaAndIweren'tinatwork.

Me:Thankssis.

Mello:Okaybabe.Dobest.

Me:Iwill.

Ihungup.

Me:whatdoyouwantmetomakeyouforlunch?

Musa:Nothing.

Me:YoumadAtme?

Musa:Haveyoudroppedyourcrazyidea?



Me:It'snotacrazyidea.

Musa:Hormonesare...

"anyonehome?"

Me:Comeiin

ShesteppedIn.

Musa:Andnow?

Me:Iaskedhertomovein.WelcomeZandi.
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Musalaughed.

Musa:What?

Me:She'smovingin.

Musa:sisi,excuseus.Followme.

Me:takeaseat.

Ifollowedhimtoourbedroom.

Me:Whatisit?

Musa:areyoucrazy?

Me:Nope.

Musa:Reahaiman!

Me:She'llstayatthecottage.

Musa:Whatareyouupto?

Me:Nothing..



Musa:Whatareyouupto?

Me:Nothing.

Musa:theReaIknowwouldneverdosuch.

Me:I'mtiredofpeopletryingtoruinmylifeso

I'mkeepingherclose.

Musa:oh.

Me:yes.

Musa:okayRea.

Me:YesMusa..

Musa:youwillPutourkidslivesindanger..Did

youconsiderthat?

Me:no.Mykidsaresafeatmysister's.

Heshookhishead.

Me:Thisisthebestway.

Musa:doyouRea..



Me:Iwill.

Musa:Okay.

Hegrabbedanovernightandstartedpacking

hisclothes.

Musa:I'llseeyouTomorrow.

Me:why?

Musa:I'mgoingtoBonginkosi's.

Me:Areyouserious?

Musa:I'mveryserious.

Me:Okay.

Musa:Ifshekillsyou.

Me:shewon'tkillme.

Musa:youlosethisone...I'llkillyoumyself.



Ilookedathimashegrabbedhiscarkeys.

Musa:Sharp.

Me:byebaby.

HecametokissmeandIfollowedhimout.

Zandi:Whereto?

Musa:I'mnotyourhusband.Don'taskmesuch.

Hetookabottleofwaterandleft.

Me:He'llbefine.

Zandi:willhe?

Me:Yes.He'llcomearound.

Zandi:youthinkso?



Me:Yes.Heneedstogetusedtothisfirst

Zandi:Yousure?

Me:heneedstogiveyouyourheavenandearth.

Zandi:that'strue.

Me:Okaysoletmeshowyouwhereyou'llbe

staying.

Shefollowedmetothecottage.

Me:Thisiswhereyou'llbestaying.

Zandi:Notinthehouse?

Me:no..

Zandi:Itmakessense.

Me:sofeelfree

Zandi:Thankyou

Me:Okay.



IleftthecottageandfoundCeliinthekitchen

Me:shouldn'tyoubeatschool?

Celi:wecameoutearly

Me:Why?

Celi:Teachersworkshop.

Me:Okay.

Celi:IsBhut'Musaatwork?

Me:Nope.HewenttoBonginkosi's

Celi:whattimewillhebeback?

Me:he'llbebacktomorrow.

Celi:Bhut'Musaisnota"boysnightout"typeof

guythough.

Me:He'snot.

Celi:Then?



Me:Igotyourbrotheranewwife.

Shelaughed.

Celi:Why?

Me:Sheloveshim.

Celi:youwouldneverallowthat..where'sthis

newwife?

Me:Inthecottage.

Celi:Aus'Reayouserious?

Me:Yes.

Herfacechanged.

Me:Sodon'teatanythingpreparedbyher.

Celi:Okay.



Me:ordoyouwanttogotoMum's?

Celi:No.I'llstayHerewithyou.

Me:okaythen.

Celi:gotit.

Me:Good.

ShewenttogetchangedandMikecameto

fetchtheboys'clothesandtheiruniform.

WeorderedinandItookZandi'stakeawayto

her.

Me:Howareyousettlingin?

Zandi:Okay..WhereisMusa?

Me:hewenttoDurbantohandleSomething.

Zandi:Whenwillhebeback?

Me:Tomorrow.

Zandi:Okay.



Me:Doyouneedanything?

Zandi:I'mfine..

Me:okay.

Zandi:Rea?

Me:yes?

Zandi:Why?

Me:WhyWhat?.

Zandi:whyDidyouagree?

Me:Likeyousaid...Theheartwantswhatit

wantsandIdon'tbelieveinbrokenpromises

Shesmiledandnodded.

Zandi:Thankyouforsharinghimwithme.Only

afewwould

Me:Itwasn'taneasydecision.Enjoyyourfood.

Zandi:Thankyou.



Me:AndI'llmakesurehecomesaround.

Zandi:ThanksRea.

Me:okay.

IleftthecottageandwenttoCeli.Itookherto

schoolthenextdayandIwenttomeetwithmy

sisters.

Tshego:Okaygoodnews!

Me:yes.

Tshego:I'vedecidedtoopenalingerieshop.

Me:Champagne!

Tshego;Forgetit

Me:waytogosis.

Mello:Finallytookouradvice?

Tshego:Idid.

Mello:Soyouimporting?



Tshego:yesIam.Bokang'sconnectionwill

assist.

Me:Imsohappyforyou

Tshego:Thankyou.I'vebroughtyoulingerie.

Welaughedasshegaveusourgiftbags.

Me:Thankyou.

Tshego:SoI'llupdateyouoneverything.

Mello:We'llbewaiting.Andyou?Secondwife?

Me:She'smovedin.

Tshego:Whatsecondwife?

Itoldher.

Tshego:Areyoucrazy?



Me:Nope.

Tshego:Shemightpoisonyourkids.

Mello:I'mkeepingthekids.

Tshego:Butwhy?

Me:Tshego,shealmostruinedMylife.

Tshego:Andyou'veinvitedHertocontinue

ruiningit.

Mello:getonwiththeprogramsis.

Tshegoshookherhead.

Tshego:whatisshedoing?

Me:I'mtakingmylifeback.Imtiredofpeople

tryingtotakemychildrenfromme.I'mtiredof

peopletryingtobreakMusaandIup.

Tshego:Andshewillsucceed.

Mello:Shewon'tsucceed.There'snothingthat



hurtsmorethanbeingclosetosomethingyou

wantandnotbeingabletogetit.

Me:Exactly!LikeIsaid,Imtakingmylifeback.
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Tshego:She'llsnatchMusafromyou.

Me:noshewon't.

Tshego:Rea.

Mello:Tshegorelax

Tshego:Ihopeyoutwoknowwhatyoudoing?

Mello:wegotthis..

Tshego:Rea,Idon'tlikethisonebit.Takethis

fromyouroldersister.

Mello:WegotthisRea!

Tshego:Youbetterhaveit.



Mello:canweorderfood?

Tshego:Fine.

Wedid.

Me:howaremybabiesdoing?

Mello:Luyandamissesyou.

Me:awman.

Tshego:helovesyouthatone.

Me:I'mhismotherTshego.

Sherolledhereyes.

Me:AndMyscientist?

Mello:HeaskedmetogethimDomestos.

Me:ohoh.



Mello:Right?

Me:trouble.

Tshego:Whodoeshetakeitfrom?

Me:You.

Tshego:ohshutup.

MelloandIlaughed.

Me:Weshouldplanagirls'trip.

Tshego:Bokangwon'tallowit.

Me:whynot?

Mello:cozheisacontrolfreak

Tshego:He'snot.

Mello:heis.

Tshego:wejustpromisedtospendtime

together.



Me:AndyouMello?

Mello:wewanttospendtimebeforethelittle

onecomes?

Me:Wow!

Tshego:Keng?

Me:I'lljustplanmynextvacationthen..

Mello:WithMusa?

Me:Andthelittleones.

Tshego:thenyou'lldisappearforgood?

Me:AndStartgoingawayeveryweekend

Mello:haiRea.Mybabyshoweriscomingup.

Me:when?

Mello:Inabout3weeks.

Me:Andyoudidntsay?

Mello:ButIjustdid.

Me:stillhavingitinLimpopo?



Mello:yes.

Tshego:weshouldstartplanningyours.

Me:Idon'twantababyshower.

Tshego:Reacomeon.

Me:didn'thaveonewhenIwaspregnantwith

thetwinsdon'twantonenow.

Mello:wethrowingyouone.

Idrankup.

Me:Iwon'tattend

Mello:Okay.

Myphonerang.

Mello:secondwife?



Me:No.

Iansweredit.

Me:Baby.

Musa:HeyBaby.Areyouathome?

Me:Nope.Lunchingwiththegirls..

Musa:Canyougobacktothehouse?I'm

comingtofetchyousowecangoviewhouses?

Me:okay

Musa:Thanksmylove.

Ihungup.

Me:Ineedtogo.

Mello:Whereto?



Me:Home.

Mello:iseverythingfine?

Me:Itis.

Tshego:we'lldothissoon.

Me:Wewill.Loveyou..Melloyou'llpay..

Mello:What'snew?

Ikissedthemandleft.IfoundZandichilling

outside.

Me:Hey.

Zandi:Hey.

Me:Yougood?

Zandi:Iam.

Me:Okay.



Iunlockedthehouseandwenttochange..wrote

alistofafewthingsthenlockedupagain.AsI

wenttobacktothegarden,Musapulledover.

Zandi:OhHe'sback.

Me:heis.Imthinkingyoushouldgogetthese

andcookhisfavorite.Andgethimagift.

Zandi:I'lldothat.

Me:Uberthereokay?

Igavehersomemoney.

Musa:babycanwego?

Me:Imcoming.

Zandi:canIcomewith?

Musa:No.

Me:justdoasIsay.Thecottagehadeverything



youneedtopreparethefood..

Zandi:Okaythen.

Me:You'llbefine.

IwalkedovertoMusaandweleft.

Me:Imissedyou.

Musa:Really?

Me:Yes.

Musa:Youkickedmeout.

Me:NoIdidn't.

Musa:indirectly.

Me:I'mdoingthisforus.

Musa:Really?

Me:Yes.

Musa:okay.



Me:Ireallymissedyou.

Musa:didyou?

Me:yes.

Musa:I'mback.

Me:AndImglad.Hadfun?

Musa:AtNkosi's?

Me:Yep.

Musa:Nope.Hisgirlfriendwasscreamingand

moaningandscreaming...

Helookedpissed.Icouldn'thelpbutlaugh..

Musa:It'snotfunny.

Me:itis.

Musa:I'llgotherewhenshe'snotaround.

Me:goodidea.



Musa:AretheboyshappyatMello's?

Me:theyare.HowLongwillwetake?

Musa:Viewing?

Me:yep.

Musa:Twohoursorso.

Me:Okay.

IcalledCeliandtoldHertogotomum'safter

school.WewenttoViewabout3houses.Iliked

two.

Musa:and?

Me:Ithinkweshouldgetthatgreyone.

Musa:Ilikedittoo.

Me:Andthat'sthelasthousewe'llevermoveto.

Musa:Donedeal.



WewenttofetchCeliFrommum'sthenwent

home.

Zandi:Sodinnerisserved.

Celi:Ihadakota..I'mfine..

Shegotjuice.

Zandi:Hereyougolove.

Sampandlambstew.

Zandi:AndIgotyouagift.Reayourfoodisin

theoven

Me:I'llhaveitlaterthankyou.

ShepassedhimtheperfumeItoldhertobuy.



Celi:he...hedoesn'teatSamp.

Zandi:whynot?

Celi:he'sallergic.

Zandi:I'llcookpap.

Musa:Don't.

Zandi:Doyouatleastlikeyourperfume?

Musa:No.Itirritatesme.

Zandi:Justtryiton.

Sheopenedit.

Musa:stopitZandile!

Hehitherhandandthebottlefellonthefloor.

Musa:stoptryingsohardImnotinterested!
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Me:Musa!

Musa:What?

Me:Didyouhaveto?

Musa:Don'tpissmeoff.Celilet'sgoforawalk..

Celiputherglassdownandofftheywent.

Me:I'msosorry.

Zandi:I'llbefine..

Me:I'lltalktohim.

Zandi:Youwill?

Me:Iwill.



Zandi:Ireallywantthistowork..

Me:Itwill

Zandi:yousure?

Me:Iam.

Zandi:Okay.

Me:Rest.I'llwashthedishes..

Zandi:Okay.

Shepickedtheperfumeandcleanedupthen

left.Iwashedthedishes,madeMusa

somethingtoeatrealquickandwenttotakea

shower.Theycamebackanhourlater.

Musa:Thankyou.

Ihadjustgivenhimhisfood.



Me:Pleasure.

Celi:I'llseeyoutomorrowMrandMrsMabasa.

Musa:OkayMsLediha.

Theyfistbumped.

Musa:Sharpntwana.

Celi:Sharpbhudas.

Me:Byebabe.

Shesmiledfirst.

Celi:byeAus'Rea

Shewenttoherbedroom.



Me:Tshegogotmenewlingerie.

Musa:let'ssee.

Me:Itsundermyrobe.

Musa:AndsuddenlyIhaveanappetiteforyou

notfood.

Me:Oh?

Musa:Yes.

Me:Welleatup.

Musa:Tellme...

Iclearedmythroat.

Musa:Whatareyouupto?

Me:nothing..

Musa:Soyoudon'twanttotellme?

Me:Nothingbaby..



Musa:Iknowyourtwinsisterispartofittoo.

Me:Partofwhat?

Musa:Rea...

Me:Baby,I'llbewaitingforyouInthebedroom..

Iwalkedawayfromhimand20minuteslater,I

waspulledroughly,Icouldhardlybreathe.

Me:Pleasestop!

Hedidn't.

Me:Pleasestop!Musaplease!

Hedid.Icouldn'tfeelmyback.



Me:ouch!

Mywristshurt.

Musa:didIhurtyou?

Inodded.

Me:Whatcameoveryou?

Musa:thatfactthatyoubroughtasnakeInto

thishouse.

Me:Thatfeltsobad.

Musa:Bad?

Me:bad.

IgotmynakedselfoutofbedandworemyPJs.

Iwentbackintobedandpulledthesheetsup.



Me:Goodnight.

Musa:Rea...

Me:GoodnightMusa..

Musa:LookI'msorry.

Me:Forhurtingmeorrestrictingmeinapainful

way?.

Musa:Both

Me:areyouthatangryatme?

Musa:Inaway.

Me:Soyouhadtoexpressyourselfthroughsex

likethat?

Musa:I'msorry.

Me:Don'tyoueverdothatagain.I'llbeintimate

withyouafterIgivebirth.

Musa:That'slike8monthsfromnow.

Me:that'sfine.



Musa:lookatme.

Ididn't.

Musa:Reabilwe.

Islowlyturnedtofacehim.

Musa:Iamsorry

Me:Idon'tthi...

Iquicklyrantothebathroomtopuke.Irinised

mymouthwithmouthwashandwentbackto

bed.

Musa;Areyoufine?

Me:I'mfine.



Ipulledthesheetsupagainandswitchedoff

mysidelamp

Musa:Canyounotbemadatme?

Iwasn'tanymore.

Me:Justsleep.

Musa:CanIpullyouclose?.

Me:no.

Hedid.

Musa:you'vedefiedmeenoughnow.

Me:Isthatso?



Musa:Yes.

Me:Iwonderwhy.

Musa:Forgiveme.

Me:I'veforgivenYou.

Musa:haveyou?

Me:Yes..

Musa:thankyou.

Me:Iloveyou.

Musa:Iloveyoumore.

Wespoketillwefellasleep.Thenextmorning,I

wenttopreparethemsomethingtoeatwhile

theygotready.Oneforwork.Theotherfor

school.Icalledthem25minuteslater.

Musa:Whenareyoucomingbacktotheoffice?

Me:Inafewdays.



Musa:youshouldworkfromhome.

Me:Why?

Musa:Becausetheofficeisquietwithoutyou.

There'snodancingorsinging.

Me;OhYoudon'tlikemysinging?

Musa:Youareterrible.

Me:Imagreatdancerthough.

Musa:Dreamscometruemybaby.

Wegiggled.

Zandi:Oh...goodmorning.

Me;Goodmorning.

Zandi:IthoughtIshouldcomeprepare

breakfastbutIseeyou'vetakenover.

Me:yes.You'llmakeittomorrow.

Zandi:Okay.



Me:Makeyourselfacupofcoffeeortea.

Shedid.Thesiblingshadtheirbreakfastand

tooktheirbelongings.

Musa:Haveagreatdayokay?

Me:Okay.

Hekissedme.

Musa:Tothemoonandback..

Me:Tothemoonandbackmybaby.

HeandCelileft.

Zandi:Didyoutalktohim?



Me:Notyet.I'mstilltryingtooftenhimup.

Zandi:Rea,Imnoidiot.

Me:Whatdoyoumean?

Zandi:IcanseeWhatyoutryingtodo.

Sabotagingmewon'twork.IwillgetMusa.You

saidityourself."Sharingiscaring"
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Me:I'msorrywhat?

Zandi:Yousabotagingme.

Me:Zandiyouareungrateful.Youarevery

ungrateful

Zandi:Itstrue.

Me:Musaisnotallergictosamphejustdidn't

wanttoeatyourfood.Itookyouinandthisis



thethanksIget?

Ilied.Shekeptquiet.

Me:packyourshitandleave.

Zandi:no.I'msorry.

Me:Actlikeyouhaveabrain.I'mworkingwith

younotagainstyou..

Zandi:I'msorry.

Me:Fine.

Zandi:Whatshouldwedotoday?

Me:Okaysoyoucanwashthoseglassesand

pleaseemptyoutthatsmallsaltbottle.

Zandi:Okay.WhereshouldIputit?

Me:Thenpackitintothatcupboard.Glasseson

thatotherone.

Zandi:Imsorry.



Me:Itsokay.I'llstartcleaning.

Zandi:Okay.

Itookthebroomandstartedcleaningthehouse.

Tookashowerafterwardsandstartedworking.

Zandiwasinthecottagebythen.Ihearda

knock.

Me:ComeinElla!

Wehadsetupadateinthemorning.

Ella:Heyfriend.

Me:Heyfriend

Ella:yougood?

Me:Iam.

Ella:Whyaren'tyoiatwork?



Me:I'mnotsookay.

Ella:What'swrong?

Me:Justdizzy.

Ella:IhaveJustthething.

Me:Vitamins?

Ella:Yes

Me:Okay.

Idrankup

Ella:Howareyou?

Me:I'mfine..You?

Ella:I'mokay.

Me:How'sX?

Ella:He'sfine.



Shesighed

Me:That'snotgood

Ella:Wearealwaysfighting.

Me:Why?

Ella:Xolanihaschanged.

Me:Changedhow?

Ella:He'salwaystired.Comeshomeearlybutis

alwaystired.

Igiggled.

Me:theproblemwithyouladiesthatdon'twork

isyoudon'twantustogettired.

Ella:What'sthatsupposetomean?

Me:WorkistediousElla.Imagine,cominghome

fromwork,havingtocook,havingtomakesure



thateverythingisstillokayinthehouseholdand

havingtodealwithananminimalinspectorand

ascientist.Plushavingtopleaseyourhusband

again.TheonlyangelhereisCelicozsheminds

herown.GoesbacktoXisabusyman.Itsnot

easy.

Ella:Youtakinghisside?

Me:CozIunderstandhim

Ella:Yousupposetobeonmyside..

Me:I'myourfriendyesbutwrongiswrong.

Rightisright.GiveXabreak.

Ella:Ihearyou.

Me:Supporthim.

Ella:listentoyou...

Me:Youneedtolistentome.

Myphonerang.



Me:Excuseme.

Iwenttothekitchen.

Me:Baby.

Musa:loveyougood?.

Me:Iam.I'mwithElla..

Musa:Really?

Me:Yes.

Musa:YouandZandihaven'tstrangledeach

other?

Me:Notyet.

Musa:Whenwillshebeout?

Me;Soon.

Musa:Howsoonissoon?

Me:Tomorrowordayaftersoon



Musa:Whatyouplanningonkillingher?

Ilaughed.

Me:No.

Musa:then?

Me:She'llleave

Musa:Withoutbeingpushed?

Me:Baby,shewillleave.Trustme.

Musa:Okaythen.IthoughtIshouldJustcheck

uponyou

Me:how'smyteamdoing?

Musa:GeraldwashereafewminutesAgo.He

missesyou..

Me:I'mcomingbacktowork..

Musa:Notuntilyoucleanupthemessyou

madethere.



Me:Okayfine.

Musa:HavefunwithElla..

Me:Iwill.

Musa:Iloveyou.

Me:Iloveyoutoo.Pleasegooutforlunch..

Hegiggled

Musa:Withoutyou?

Me:Yes

Musa:joinmeforlunch

Me:Nope.

Musa:Youchoosingyourfriendoverme?

Me:Yes

Musa:ohwowbaby

Me:You'llbestrong.



Musa:DoIhaveachoice?

Me:Nope.

Helaughed

Musa:byebaby.

Me:Byebabe.

IhungupandgotEllaadrinkandsnacks

Ella:Musa?

Me:Yes.

Ella:Youtwostillcan'tlivewithouteachother?

Me:Ella,don'tmakeitsoundsobad.

Ella:I'mjustasking.

Me:ohmy!



Ella:How'slifethoughfriend?Who'sthatgirlI

sawoutside?

Me:Musa'sex

Ella:What?

Me:Longstory.

Ella:Youuptoyourstupidcrazytricks?

Me:Stupidcrazygoingtoworktricks

Ella:Rea!

Me:letmebe.let'stalkaboutsomethingelse

WedidandIlatercalledMelloafterEllaleft.

Mello:hey.

Zandi:Hey.

Me:Thisismytwinsister.

Zandi:twin?



Me:Ohyes.Wejustdon'tlookalike

Mello:howareyou?Reatoldmeaboutyou.

Zandi:I'mfine.Nicetomeetyou.

Mello:Likewise.

Me:DidyouBringmypowder?

Mello:Idid.

Shetookitout.

Mello:here

Me:Zandi,pleasefillupthatcontainerIasked

youtowashwiththis.

Zandi:Sure.

Me:CoffeeZandi?

Zandi:Please.



Itookoutthreecups.MadeMelloandIteaand

madeZandihercoffee.

Zandi:I'lljustputyourpowderoverhere.

Me:Okaythankyou.Here'syourcoffee.

Zandi:Thankyou.

Mello:Youdon'twanttochillwithus?

Zandi:I'llletyoube.

Me:Okay.Melloyourtea.

Zandiwentbacktothecottage.

Mello:Stillwon'tgiveup?

Me:nope.HenceIsaidweshouldgoforstage

2

Mello:ready?

Me:ready!



Mello:herhoursinthishousearealmostup.

Me:Ohtheyare.Wegaveherachancetogive

up.Thistimeleavehernochoicebuttogiveup
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Mello:remember.Nottoomuchokay?

Me:okay.

Shehandedmeanotherpackofthepowder

Mello:Justabit

Me:Gotit.

Mello:Good.



Wedrankourtea.

Mello:Ithinkweshouldcombinethebaby

shower.

Me:Mello?

Mello:Rea?

Me:Idon'tevenknowthegender.

Mello:ohyes.

Me:exactly.

Mello:IknowMusawillprobablythrowyouone

inSeychelles.

Ilaughed

Me:nomorebabyshowertalk.

Mello:Fine.

Me:thankssis.



Mello:For?

Me:Foreverything.

Mello:don'tmentionit..

Wehighfived.

Mello:gotyourback.

Me:nowandforever.

Mello:Youknow.

Me:Justabitright?

Mello;yes..AndRememberwhatIsaid...

Me:yes.

Mello:good..I'llbeheresothingscangoas

planned.

Me:Okay.ImissMykids

Mello:Theymissyoutoo.



Me:Ican'twaittohavethemback.

Mello:Ienjoyhavingthemaround.

Me:Mello,

Mello:I'llbringthemback.

Ilaughed.

Me:youbetter.

Mello:IwillMme!

Me:AndIloveyou.

Mello:AndIdon'ttrustyou.Letmemeasureup.

Me:Okay.

Iwenttogetasmallcontainerandshe

measuredupthepowder



Mello:There.

Me:Okay.

Mello:butlikeIsaid...I'llbehere.

Me:Okay

Mello:AndI'mdonenow.

Me:Youleaving?

Mello:Yes.

Me:Why?

Mello:TherascalsAreback.

Ilaughed.

Me:Those6kidsaren'trascals..

Mello:Ohtrustme.Theyare.

Me:no.

Mello:thelasttimeyouhadthemtheydrove



youcrazy.

Me:Ohyes..Yournanniescanhandlethem.

Mello:Youneedone.

Me:nope.

Mello:Nope?

Me:I'mcool.

Mello:You'llneedthehelp.

Me:I'vegottrustissues.

Mello:Youaretoooverprotective.

Me:Doyoublameme?

Sheshookherhead.

Me:Exactly.

Mello:thenightmareisalmostover.

Me:Ican'twait.



Mello:Youarebrave.

Me:Ihavetobe..

Mello:Good.I'llseeyoutomorrow..Letme

leave.

Me:Okay.

Mello:Don'tforgettogettothecottage.And

puttheseon.

Me:Iwill.AndIwon'tforget.

Mello:Good.

Me:Okay.

ShewenttosaygoodbyetoZandiandIwent

backtothecottage.

Me:Zandi?

Zandi:Rea?

Me:CanyougetafewthingsI'dliketocookfor



dinner.IhavetogogetCeliwefromschool..

Zandi:sure.

Me:Here.

IgaveHersomemoney.

Me:willyouuberthere?

Zandi:sure.

Me:Okay.Thanks.

Shegotreadytoleave.Cametotakethelist

andleft.IgotthesparekeysofthecottageAnd

didwhatIhadtothenwenttofetchCelifrom

school.IwasveryHappytoseeMusawhenhe

gotbackfromwork.

Musa:Smellsgood..



Me:itdoes.Doesn'tit?

Musa:yes...toogood.

Me:howareyou?

Ikissedhim....

Musa:Missedme?

Me:yes..

Musa:Youinabettermood.

Me:mmm

Musa:whathappened?

Me:Mellocameandjustputmeinagood

mood

Musa:Really?

Me:yes

Musa:anyway,mumsayshi.



Me:Youwenttoseeher?

Musa:YesIhadto.Hadtocatchup.

Me:Issheokay?

Musa:She'sfine.

Me:Andeveryoneelse?

Musa:Alsofine.

Me:That'sgood.

Musa:Where'syoursisterwife?Tellmeshehas

left.

Me:She'sinthecottage.

Musa:Whenwillsheleave?

Me:Soon.

Musa:that'swhatyoukeepsaying.

Me:She'lleventuallygiveup

Musa:shebetter.



Wespokeaboutalot.Idishedupandasked

CelitotakeZandi'splatetoher.Shewasalso

uptosomething.Icouldtellinthewayshe

greetedMusawhenhecamebackfromwork.

Therestoftheeveningwasokayandthenext

morning,Igotbusyintheboys'bedroomafter

MusaandCelileft.

Zandi:Youneedhelp?

Me:I'llmanage.

Zandi:Youokay?

Me:Abitdizzy.Whattimeisit?

Zandi:About11:30

Me:Pleasemakelunch.Melloiscoming.

Zandi:Okay.I'llmakeSomething.

Me:forthethreeofus.

Zandi:Okay.



ShewenttothekitchenandIcontinued

cleaningtheirbedroom.

Mello:I'mhere!

Iwenttothekitchen.

Me:Heysis.

Mello:Yougood?

Me:Iam.

Mello:I'mstarving.

Me:Anditsmellsgood.

Zandi:Foodisready.

Mello:Okay.

Zandi:almostserved.



Shedishedupforusandwewenttothelounge.

Mello:Allgood?

ShewhisperedcozZandiwasgettingusdrinks.

Me:Yes.

Mello:Okay.Inafew.

Shejoinedusandwestaredeating.

Me:Thisisgood.

Mello:Itis.

Zandi:Thankyou.

Istartedfeelingdizzyandputtheplatedown.



Me:Thedizzinessisback.

Zandi:areyoufine?

Me:Imfine.

Mello:No.Imtakingyoutothehospital.

SheandZandihelpedmeupandMellowasat

thehospitalinunder10mins.Iwasquickly

attendedto.

Musa:Hey...

Me:Hey.

Doc:Howareyoufeeling?You'vebeenoutofit

forafewhoursnow.Sinceyesterdayactually.

Me:dehydrated.Itsanewday?

Musa:yesbaby.It's12:30.



Musagavemesomewater.

Musa:whathappened?

Me:Iwasjustdizzy.

Doc:wefoundtracesofarsenicpowderinyour

system.Butyougood..andsoisyourbaby.

Ialreadyknewthat.Mellowascautiousenough.

Me:OhthankGod!

Doc:restwhenheleaves.

Me:Okay.

Doc:I'lltellthemtobringyourfoodnow.

Me:ThanksDoc.

SheLeft.



Musa:Yousee?ItoldyoubringingZandiinwas

abadidea.

Me:Huh?

Musa:Sheputarsenicpowderinyourfood.

Me:Howdoyouknowthis?

Ihadtobeanactress.

Musa:AfterMello,broughtyouin,shedecided

tofollowherinstinctsandopenedacase

againsther.

Me:Shedid?

Musa:She'sincustody.Thepolicefound

somethingthatlookslikearsenicpowderinthe

cottagethismorningSoIgotacallafew

minutesbeforeyouwokeup.

Me:And?



Musa:Thesaltcontainertheyfoundindeedhad

arsenicpowder.Theyarecheckingfor

fingerprintsnow.Iftheymatch...She'llbe

chargedwithattemptedmurder.
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Mello:heySissy..

ItwasthedayafterMusatoldmeabout

"fingerprints"

Me:HeySis.

Mello:Yougood?

Me:Imhappy.Imissmychildren.

Mello:theymissyoutoo.



Me:Soworked?

Mello:Thesewallshaveears.

Shehelpedmeputmyshoeon.

Me:WhereisMusabytheway?

Mello:WithMike.Somewhere

Me:Oh.

Mello:IsaidI'llfetchyou.

Me:Ohgreat.

Ihadjustbeendischarged.Shetookmybag,I

wenttogetmymedsandweleft.

Mello:Theprintsmatch.

Me:Good.



Mello:Wellplayed..

Me:Wellplayedyes.

Mello:Youokay?

Me:I'mfine.

Mello:mumwantstoseeyou.

Me:Wehave2mums.

Mello:Kgalalelo.

Me:Oh..

Mello:wegoingthere.

Me:shemadeporridgeI'msure

Shelaughed.

Mello:AndIminthemood.

Me:ohwell...SoMusabetternotfindoutabout

this.



Mello:MusahatesZandi.

Me:morenow?

Mello:More.

Me:Ididn'twanttodoittoHer.

Mello:No.That'showyoudealwithwomenthat

trytoruinyourmarriage.Imagine!

Igiggled.

Me:CanyouplaymusicIcanunderstand.

ShewaslisteningtoNigerianmusic.

Mello:Practice.

Me:ForWhat?

Mello:WhenMusadiesyoumarryingMike's

brother.



Ilaughed.

Me:Musawon'tdie.

Mello:HaiwenaRea.

Me:I'mserious.I'lldiefirst

Mello:Don'tsaythat..

Me:let'snottalkaboutthis.

Mello:sonews.

Me:Yes.

Mello:Itturnsoutwewentaboutthingsthe

rightway

Me:Whatdoyoumean?

Mello:Zandihastwokids.

Me:I'maware.

Mello:Differentdaddies..



Me:I'maware.

Mello:turnsout,sheoncetriedtokillthe1st

babydaddy'sgirlfriend.

Me:Didshegetreported?

Mello:Yes.Butthegirlgotaprotectionorder.

Me:Isshecrazy?.

Mello:She'sgotagoodheart.Didn'twantherto

gotoJailcozofthekid.

Me:Butthedaddiesraisetheirownkids.Zandi

didn'tlivewithherchildren

Mello:True.Somaybetheymightalsousethis

Triciagirlaspartofyourcase.

Me:Maybe..

Mello:Andbesidesshedeserveswhatwedid.

Shewreckedonehomealready

Me:youserious?

Mello:theworldissmallerthanyouthink.



Me:What'sthatsupposetomean?

Mello:Okay.RememberMolly?

Me:Yourfriend?

Mello:Yes.HersecondbabydaddyisMolly's

husband.Nowex.

Me:What?

Mello:Yes.Itsunderstandabletogetintoa

relationshipwithsomeonethinkinghe/shehas

noonebutgettingintooneknowingverywell

thattherearewivesandkidsinvolved.Comeon.

Haveabitofclass.

Me:Ijusthopeitdoesn'ttaketime.Thiscase

thing.

Mello:Itwillbeaveryshorttrial.Trustme!And

she'sgoingin.Imeanitsevidentthatshe's

beentryingtogetyouforagesnow.Fromthe

Edwinthing.Soitwillbeoversoon.

Me:Ohitbetter.



Anditwas.Ittookaweekorso.Shewas

sentencedto10injail.Otherthingsevencame

upinthetrial.Assaultingothers,harassing.

Mostclosedcaseswerereopenedanditwas

mainlybywomen

Musa:doyouwantanything?

Iwasstartingtoshow.

Me:Iwanttosleep..

Musa:Babyyoujustwokeup

Me:Musa!Idon'tneedyoutounderstand!

Musa:Don'tsnap

IwasSomoody.



Musa:youare7-8weekspregnant.Isitgoingto

getworse?

Ithrewthecushionathim

Me:Don'ttalktome.

Musa:Youaresomoody.

Me:Iknow.Idon'twanttoseeanyone.What

areyoucooking?

Iwassuddenlyhungry.

Musa:Food

Me:Younotgoingtoanswerme?.

Musa:You'llsee.

Me:Sowehavetogotomorrow?



Musa:ToLimpopo.Forthebabyshower.Yes

baby.

Me:Oh.Boys!

Theycameinrunning.

Lu:Kelly.

Me:Hey.

Lwa:Ma?

Me:Yourtoysoutside.

Lu:Weleavingthemthere.

Me:Luyanda!

Lu:Butitsourtoys!

Me:Whosemoneyisit?

Theykeptquiet..



Me:Exactly!Goon.

Lwa:What'shappening?

Me:Where?

Lu:what'sinhere?

Me:Stoppokingmybelly.

Lwa:What'sinhere?

Me:food..

Lu:Youdon'teat.

Musalookedathissonsandpressedhislips

together.

Me:Gofetchyourtoys.

Lu:Okay.Lwa.

Lwa:Let'sgo.



Theywentout.

Musa:Youknoweventuallyyou'llhavetotell

themright?

Me:No.

Musa:yes..

Me:willyouanswerthequestions?

Musa:No.Themotherwill.

Me:Wow.I'mgoingtoseeZandi

Musa:Yougoing?

Me:Yes.WithMello.

Musa:Babyyousure?

Me:100%.

"Hello"



Me:Good.Mysister'shere..byebaby.

Musa:youlovehermorethanme.

Me:mmm...Iloveyou.

Musa:Iloveyoutoo.

Mellogreetedhimandweleft.

Mello:soHereshecomes.

SheWascuffed.Mellomadesurethatshewas

searchedfirst.Bysomeonesheknewwho

workedthere.Mysister!Shegotawaywith

everythingcozsheknewpeople.Shewasa

walkingcriminal.

Mello:She'sstillwearingthatdressshewore

duringthetrial.



Me:I'msureShe'llgetheruniformsoon.

Shegottous.

Mello:Hellosweety.

Zandi:whatdoyouwant?

Mello:Benice..

Zandi:Youtwoareevil..

Me:Really?

Zandi:Howcouldyoudothis?

Me:Whatdidwedo?YouknowwhatZandi,you

seemtoforgetthatyoualmostruinedmylife.

Youforgothaven'tyou?Andyou'veshownno

remorse.Mykidsweregoingtogrowupinan

incompletehome.DoyouevenknowthepainI

wentthrough?Doyou?Youkeptplanting

doubtsinmyhusband'shead.Didyouthinkof

howIwasfeeling?



Shekeptquiet.

Me:ourfatherwastakenfromusbyadrunk

driver,mychildrenweretakenfrommebyan

evilmotherinlawandabitterex.Youwereona

95baby.Youalmosttookeverythingfromme.

Keyword:Take.Atsomepointthisdidn'tsit

Rightwithmebutafterthingskeptpoppingup

duringthetrial...Ifigured..."Twinsyoudidgood".

Wewerentbroughtonthisearthtosuffer.

Mello:exactly.Theworldturnsyouintoacruel

personunwillingly.Whenthegoodbooksaid

Deu5:21"Youshallnotcovetyourneighbor's

wife.Youshallnotsetyourdesireonyour

neighbor'shouseorland,hismanservantor

maidservant,hisoxordonkey,oranythingthat

belongstoyourneighbor"-inyourcase.Your

neighbor'shusband,itknewwhatitwastalking

about.



Me:Enjoyyourtimeinhere.
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Musa:pleasedon'tdothat.

Me:Musaleavemealone.

Musa:babyI'mtrying.Reawhat'swrongwith

you?

Me:Stopit.

Hewastryingtohelpmepackmybag.Wewere

gettingpackedforLimpopo..

Musa:SoyouDontneedmyhelp?

Me:No.

Musa:Rea,stopbeingMoody.



Irolledmyeyesathimandcontinuedpacking.

Me:There'snotenoughairintheroomforthe

threeofus.

Hiseyespoppedout.

Musa:areyoutellingmetoleave?

Me:yes.

Musa:Fine

Me:Bye..

HelefttheroomandIfinishedup.45minutes

later,wewereonourwaytoLimpopo.

Musa:Soyounotgoingtotalktome?



Ilookedathim.

Musa:WhatdidIdotoyou?

Ididn'tknowtoo.

Me:Ireallydon'tknow.

Musa:Yourhormonesbaby.

Me:Iknow.

Musa:sodoyouhateme?

Ilaughed.

Me:No.

Musa:then?



Me:Ireallydon'tknow.

Musa:Youjustpregnant?

Me:Ithinkso.

Musa:soImustbestrong?

Me:Ithinkyoushould.

Musa:IguessIdonthaveachoicethen.

Me:Whencanwemoveintoournewhouse?

Musa:Yvonnesaidnextweek.

Me:that'sbetter.

Musa:Isthehousegettingcrowded?

Me:itis..Ifeelbig

Hegiggled.

Musa:Dramaticbaby.

Me:I'mtellingyou.



Musa:We'llbeoutofitsoon.

Me:Better

Musa:Celiaskedustogetapoolatthenew

house.

Me:andwhatdidyousayBhudas?

Musa:IsaidI'lltalktoyoufirst

Me:Ithinkweshouldgivethemwhatthey

want..theydon'taskformuch.

Musa:okaymakessense.

Me:ImeanLwandilehasaskedforalaband

Luyandahasaskedfortwomorepets.

Musa;Hamsterandasnake?

Me:Imagine.I'msonotgettingasnake.

Musa:Comeonbaby.

Me:I'mnotgettingasnake..He'llgetinhis

house.Healsoaskedforfish.

Musa:Ohthathetoldme.andIwasaskedfora



dolphin.

Ishookmyhead.

Musa:Sowegettinghimwhichfirst?

Me:Wearegettinghimfishandahamsterafter

Musa:Andalab?

Me:ohbabyyou'lldealwiththat.I'llbedealing

withababy.

Musa:that'snotfair..youknowhowLwandileis.

I'lldealwithLuyanda.

Me:Nobaby.

Musa:let'slettheauntdealwithit.

Ilaughed...

Me:OhCeliwillbegladto.



Musa:sowe'llletherdealwiththelab.

Me:Anddealwithherpool

Musa:That'sfine.

Me:YoustillwanttodoThenursery?

Musa:Yes.

Isighed.

Musa:okayWhatIsit?

Me:I'mnothelpingyou.

Musa:Rea...

Me:babypleasecountmeout.

Musa:Youinonit.

Me:Youforcingme?

Musa:no.Thisisourlastchild.

Me:Okayfine.



Iwasntgoingtowinanyway.

Me:Wecandoit.

Musa:Neutral?

Me:Yes.Creamwhite.

Musa:weorderthingsonline.

Me:Sowhatdoyouthink?Boyorgirl..

Musa:Girl.Definitely!

WehadagreatdrivetoLimpopo.Wewerethe

lasttoarrive.Wefoundthemchillingatthepool

aftersettlingIntoourroom.

Mello:Finally!

Me:heysis.



Ihuggedher.

Mello:Musawhydidyoutakesolong?

Musa:Wewerehavingqualitytime.

Healreadyhadhishandsaroundme.

Tshego:MyGoodness!

Me:No.Don'tstart.

Tshego:Getoffofeachother.

IturnedtoMusa..

Musa:Itsokay.

Hewhispered.



Me:Okay.

Musa:I'llgojointheguysoverthere.

Itwasthesamesquad.MinusCassieand

Thembaobviously.Mumhaddecidedtobabysit

forNoma.BabygirlandGracewasstillheavily

pregnant..Herchildwaschilling.Notreadyto

facetheworld.

Me:Okay.

Musa:Havefun.

Me:Youtoobaby.

Iwalkedtowardstheladies.

Mello:Readytohavefun?



Me:Yes!

Itwasanexceptionalweekend!Funwashad.A

lotofIt.

☀☀☀☀☀☀☀

WhenIwas12weekspregnant,wehadalready

movedIntothenewhouse.Ilovedit!Somuch!

Thekidsdidtoo.Celiwasalreadyimaginingher

sweet16.Musawasnothavingit.Toldherto

getstraightA'sforthefirstandsecondterm

thenshecouldhaveone.

Me:Heybaby.

Musa:heymylove.

Hekissedme.



Musa:Doc.

Doc:AfternoonMusa.Justintime.Ready?

Me:Yes.

Doc:Pullitup.

Idid.CouldnevergetusedtotheEGCgel.

Doc:Everything'sokay.Can'tgetthefacecoz

thehandisoverit.Notwinsthistime.

Me:WellthankGod.

Musagiggled.

Musa:Andgender?

Doc:Boy



Musa:Ah.

Me:Wellitsnotdoublethetrouble.

Doc:True.

Welistenedtotheheartbeatandafterthe

appointment,Musagotbusyonhisphone.

Me:Areyoulistening?

Musa:Yousaidsomethingaboutclothes.

Me;Iwastalkingaboutacot.

Musa:Oh.

Me:Musa!

Musa:Rea?

Me:Whatisit?Younothappyaboutourchild

beingaboy?

Musa:No.I'mjustnotasexcited.

Me:Ohwow!



Musa:no..that'snotwhatImean.

Me:Then?

Musa:WhatI'msayingis,Iknowwhatitsliketo

beafathertoboyssoitwontbeanew

experience.Itdoesn'tmakemeahorriblefather.

Me:Wellitmakesyouahorriblehusband.Stay

uninterestedinmyson'slife!I'llraisehimonmy

own!
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Musa:whoa!Rea...

Me:Don'ttalktome.

Musa:okay.

HeopenedthedoorandIgotin.Hewenttothe



driver'sseatanddrovemetomum's.

Musa:I'llfetchyoulateron.

Me:I'mnotcomingbacktoday.

Musa:baby...

Me:canIspendtimewithmymother?

Musa:Okay.

Me:Andbringmykids.

Musa:I'mtakingtheboystoasoccermatch.

Me:wellbringCeliover.

Musa:I'lltellhertouberhere.

Me:thanks.

Igotoutofthecarandwentin.

Mum:hellopreggies.



Shelookedhappytoseeme.

Me:helloma.

Mum:howareyou?

Me:Beenbetter.

Mum:what'swrong?

Me:I'msick.

Mum:Icanseethat.

Me:canIgosleep?

Mum:didyoueat?

Ishookmyhead.

Mum:Wellyouneedtoeat.

Me:I'mnothungry.



Mum:Rea...

Me:Okay.

Iwasn'tgoingtowinanyway.Iwenttomy

bedroomtoseeifIhaveenoughclothes.

Alwayshadextraclothesthere.ItextedCelito

packabagthenubertomum's.

Nkele:whatareyoudoinghere?

Tshepo'ssister.Y'allrememberherRight?The

cousinIdidn'tlike.Theonethatrattedmeout

tomumwhenIwenttoZanzibarwithMusa.

Me:Isn'tthismymother'shouse?

Nkele:Iwasjustasking.

Me:Iwasalsoasking.



Nkele:Yousomean.

Me:Getoffmyback.

Nkele:Fine!

Shesatoppositemeandstartingswitching

channels.

Me:Iwaswatchingsomething.

Nkele:Ididn'trealize.

Iwasn'tgoingtolethergettome.

Nkele:Youlookeduninterested.

Me:That'sdisrespectful.

Nkele:isitnow?

Me:Don'tmakeMebeatyouup.I'lltakeyou14

yearsback.



Weoncehadaphysicalfight.Itwasrough.I

gaveherascaronherforehead.Wewere

fightingoverjeans..Shetookapairthat

belongedtoTshego,claimedtheybelongedto

herandIjustwentin.Ihitherforeheadagainst

theslidingdoorhandleandthat'showshegotit.

Me:BacktoBET.

Sheswitcheditback.

Nkele:YouaresoFlippinmean.

Me:youneedtogetsome.Maybeyou'llstop

beingsuchaprick.

Mello:Haibo!

Shegiggled.



Mello:youaresuchabully

Me:NoI'mnot

Mello:youare.HeyNkele.

Nkele:heyMamello.

Mello:SowhyareyouHere?

Me:cametoseemum.

Mello:wanttogooutside?

Me:Sure.

Igotupandwewenttochillinthegarden.Mum

gaveusfood

Mum:makesuresheeats.

Mello:Shewillmama.

Mum:Good.



Sheleftus.

Mello:halfofme.

Me:Half..

Mello:what'swrong?

Me:soIknowthegenderofthebaby.

Mello:Genders.

Igiggled.

Me:no!Gender.

Mello:And?

Me:Boy.

Mello:Soyousad?

Me:Iwashopingforagirl.



Mello:Wedon'talwaysgetwhatwewanted.

Me:Musa'snotinterested.

Mello:whatdoyoumean?

Isighed.

Me:Hesaid"it'snothingexciting"orsomething

likethat.

Shegiggled.

Mello:yourhormonesareshowingyouflames.

Me:Notheyaren't.

Mello:heprobablymeans...itsnotanew

experience.HehasboyssoheknowsWhatto

expect.

Me:doesn'tmatter.



Mello:Dramahalf..

Me:There'snodramahere.

Mello:Youknoweverythingwillbefineright?

Me:Really?

Mello:yes.

Me:Itoldhimtostayuninterested.I'llraisemy

childonmyown.

Shelaughed...

Mello:IfeelsorryforMusa.Iwouldn'tbeableto

dealwithyourcrazyass..letalonesleepwithit!

☀☀☀☀☀☀☀

Monthslater....



Lwa:don'tshoutatmeyho!

Lu:Whyareyouscreamingathim?

Me:I'llbeatyouup.

Iwasn'tmyself.Thetwinsknewhowtodeal

withmethough.Ihadstoppedgoingformy

ultras.Musafoundwaystodealwithme.

WheneverIwasonanotherhe'djustlock

himselfupintheroombuthewasstillvery

supportivethough.Celiwastheonlyonewho

gotmeandwasverypatientwithme.

Lwa:MsKelly.

Me:Lwandile?

Lu:Dontshoutokay?

Lwa:Doyouwantsomethingtodrink?

Theyweresuddenlyverypatient.



Me:No.

Celi:food?

Me:No.Imactuallyfine.Where'syourbrother?

Celi:Inthestudy

Me:Babycallhim.

Thetwinswenttogethim.

Musa:Baby?

Me:mywaterjustbroke.

HequicklygotMeup.Iwaswet.Celirantothe

bedroomtogetthebagIthoughtandwewere

allrushingtothehospital.

Celi:Sis'Reabreathe.



Me:Musadriverfaster.

Thecontractionsweregettingstronger.

Musa:BabyI'mtrying...

Me:Musawenkositryharder.

Iwasevengrabbinghimbyhisshirt.

Lwa:leavemyfatheralone!

Me:I'llsmackyou...ouch...

Lu:shhhMsKellywearegettingthere!

Hewasnexttomeholdingmyhand.Lwandile

wassittingwithhisdadinfrontstillmadatme

forgrabbinghisdadcozhewasmumbling

somethingtohisdad.



Lwa:Driveslowerbaba..

Musa:notnowboy.

Ihadhadenough!WhenIgotthelittlelifeoutof

myselfIwastired.Seemeinthelaborroom

againkillme!WorsethanwhenIhadthetwins.

Musaobviouslygottoseehimfirst.

Me:Let'ssee.Canyoubringhimhere?

Heslowlycametome.

Me:Wherearethekids?

Musa:Mellocametofetchthem.

Me:okay.Givememysonplease.

Musa:Yourdaughter.



Me:What?

Hesmiled

Musa:DrMatthewsmustpayusback.

Hecarefullygavememychild.

Me:Hey...

Ichecked.Itwasagirlindeed.

Me:Heyminime.

Musagiggled.



Musa:she'sperfectisntshe?

Me:Sheis.

Musa:Lusaidwemustnameher"Lu"

Ilaughed.

Musa:AndLwasaidshe's"Thando"

Me:Andyou?

Musa:Isaidokay.SoI'mguessingLuthando?

Me:That'sfine.

Musa:Andyou?

Me:Amahle.

Musa:LuthandoAmahleMabasa.

Me:That'sit.

Musa:Iloveyou.



Ilookedupathim.

Me:Iloveyoutoo.

Musa:AndIcan'tthankyouenoughfor

everythingyou'vedoneforme.

Ismiled.

Musa:youstillwantmeoutofourchild'slife?

Ilaughed

Me:No!Hellno!

Musa:Iwasn'tgoingtolistentoyouanyway.

Me:Iknowthat.

Musa:ThankyouMrsMabasa..



Me:It'sapleasure.StillthinkI'mthelovethat

growsandtranscends?

Musa:You'llalwaysbethelovethatgrowsand

transcends.Idon'tdeserveyoubutIhaveyou

anyway.Andthat'senoughprooftoshowme

thatGod'sgotmyback.

Ilookedatmydaughterandmytearhithertiny

hands.

Musa:Hey...wemadeitbaby.

Hetookthelittleonefromme.

Me:nothingornooneright?

Musa:nothingornoonemylove.


