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Intheearlymorningofwinter,Reatileslowlyopened

hereyesandlookedaroundthedarkroom for

minutesbreathingsoftlywhilethecoldwindsthat

gotinthesmallhousethroughthecrackedwindows

brushedoverthinblanketmakinghershiver.The

floordidn’tmakethingseasierforher,thethin

matresswasjustnotdoinganyjusticeanymore,it

wasasifshewassleepingdirectlyonthefloor.Her

youngersistercurledupclosetoherforwarmthas

theybothsharedthethinblanket,itevenhadholes

now.Herthroatcloggedasshethoughtofthat

faithfulnight,shewouldneverforgethowthatpolice

officerhadlookedather.Shesighedthengotupand

unlockedthedoor.Shewalkedoutsidetothewinter

darknessandbarefootedwalkedovertowherethey

lightedupthefire.Workingquickly,shestartedthe

firewhilstherhandsfroze.Assoonasthefirecame



tolife,shequicklygrabbedthesmallpainttinand

wenttotheneighbor’shouse.Theneighbor’sdog

barkedrunningtowardsher.

“Shhhspike!”Shewhisperedthenthedogwiggledit’s

tailsniffingherlegs.Shefilledthesmalltinwith

waterandwentbackhometothefire.Sheputthetin

onthefirejustashersisterwalkedoutstretching.

“Seneo,gobacktosleep.”

“Kelomiwalemonnang.(Themosquitoisbiting

me.)”

“Ok,Iwantyoutobathfirsttoday.Idon’twantyouto

gotoschoollateagain.”

“Teacherwasaskingaboutthemoneyforprice

giving.”

“Idon’thavemoneyyetbutIwillseewhattodo.

Howmanyawardsareyougetting?”

“All.”

Reatilesmiledproudly.“Ifyoukeepuplikethis,you

willgetsponsorshiptostudyabroad.”

Seneosmiledstandingclosertothefire.“Iam going



tobeabusinesswoman.”

“That’snice.Youaredoingwellinyourform 2,keep

ittillyoufinishandyouwillbethatbusiness

woman.”

“Iheardauntysayingthatafteryouaredoneform 5

youaregoingtostaywithmmemogolointhefarm.”

“Yes,forashortperiodtillmyform 5resultscome

outthenIam goingtoIHS,Iam goingtostudy

nursing.”

Seneolookedatheroldersistersadly.“Iwillbehere

alone.”

“Youwon’tbealone,youhaveMoitoi.”

“Auntieisgoingtoharassme.”

“Listentome,youjusthavetoputupwithitfora

littlewhileSeneo,UncleMbakiwillbecomingback

soonandhewillnotletwhat’shappeninghappen.

Hetookusinbecauseheseesusashisown

childrenandunfortunatelyhemarriedasnake.He

willsoonbedoneatLondonandheiscomingback.

Wewon’tlivelikethis,Ipromiseyou.”



Thetwosistershuggedtightly.Reatilesteppedback

thenwenttothetakethebucketandpouredthehot

waterin.Seneohurriedwithanemptybuckettothe

neighbor’shousewhereshegotwaterandmixedit

withhotwater.

Reatilelookedasthemorningclearedup.“Let’sbath

togetherbeforeTshegowakesup.”

Theywenttothetoiletwheretheybathedand

walkedout.Inthetinyshantyroom thatusedtobea

chickenhouse,theybothchangedintotheir

uniforms.Reatilecombedhertangledkinkyafroand

heldatightbunontopofherhead.Shelookedather

tornshoesandsighed,onlyamonthlefttillshewas

donewithschool,hopefullytheshoeswouldmakeit

throughherexams.Shehandedheryoungersister

thejerseyandtheywalkedoutjustasTshego,their

uncle'soldestchildwalkedoutfrom themainhouse

holdingherphone.Sherushedtothecarthatwas

parkedatthegateandjumpedin.Reatileheld

Seneo’shandshiveringandledherrightpastthecar.

Meanwhile,Seneorolleddownthewindow.

“Whereareyougoing?”



Reaturned.“Iam goingtoschool.”

“Mamaisgoingtoworkoryouforgot?Whoisgoing

toprepareforher?”

“Ihaveanexam,Ihavetogotoschool.”

“Somamashouldn’tgotoworkwhileyousubmit

yourstupidexam?Youaregoingtofaileitherway

ReatilesoIdon’tunderstandwhyyoubother

yourselfsomuch.”

Reatookadeepbreath.“Bye.”

"Yeeyiiwena!YouaregoingtoeatairtodayIam

tellingyou."

SheturnedignoringTshegoandwalkedaway.Seneo

sighed.

“Ihateher!”

Realaughed.“Metoo.Whenyouseeherlikethat,

sheisgoingtogetpregnantagain.”

“Maybethemaninthecarismarried.”

“Hemustbe.Hopefullyshegetssued.”

Thetwosisterslaughedchattingwhilewalkingto



school.

***

Meanwhileinthecar,Tshegosmiledatherboyfriend.

“BabyImissedyou.”

Ryansighed.“Whyareyoualwaysmeantoher?”

“Meantowho?EneReatile?”

“Yes,sheisyourcousin.”

“Babe,Reatileisnotmycousin.Iheardhermother

wasawhorenowondershedidn’tgetanything.”

Ryanshookhishead.“Youattitudeturnsmeoff.”

“AreweseriouslydiscussingmycousinRyan?”

“No!Wearediscussingyourattitude.Iam sickand

tiredofthis.Ebilerelationshipyeyamborahela.”

Tshegolookedathim.“What?”

“YouheardmeTshegofatso.Youhaveanattitude

andIhateit.Mysistertoldmewhathappened.”



“Aowbabyrra,Iapologized,kanaIdidn’tknowshe

wasyoursisterthat’swhyIreactedthewayIdid.”

“YouarerudeandIam tiredofit.Iam donewiththis

relationship.Fologamokoloing,kebatlago

tsamaya.”

“Ryan?”

“Youheardme.Getout.”

“YouarenotbreakingupwithmeRyan,notafter

makingmebreakupwithmyboyfriend.”

“Gobacktohim,youaredisrespectfulandIam sick

ofit.”

MoitoiwalkedoutandknockedonTshego’swindow.

“Mamaiscallingyou.”

“Can’tyouseeIam busy?”

Moitoirolledhereyes.“Ican’tseethatyouarebusy

orsleepingwithmenisnowaprofessionyouare

busywith?Heelamma!Yourmotheriscallingyou,

getoutandgotoher.HiRyan.”

TshegoturnedtoRyanasMoitoiwalkedaway.“Iam

refusing.Youarenotbreakingupwithme!”



“Anddon’tcometomyhouseanymore.IfIfindyou

thereIam callingthepolice.”

“Youknowwhat?Idon’tcare!GapeIneverlovedyou.

Nxla,omarete!”

Shesteppedandbangedthedoor.Ryanlookedat

herconsideringtocallherbackanddisciplineher

butthoughtotherwise,shereallywasn’tworthitand

hecouldn’taffordanybadreputationatthemoment.

Hestartedhisfather’scarthenMoitoiopenedthe

passengerdoorandjumpedin.

“Hi,canyoupleasedropmeoffatschool,it’sclose

by.”

Ryanchuckled.“Yeah..”

HejoinedtheroaddrivingawaywhileMoitoilooked

athim curiously.

“Whatreallyattractedyoutomysister?Youseem

likeagoodguyasfarasmyeyesareconcerned,

howdidyougetthatthingtobeyourgirlfriendkana

thereissomethingwrongwithyou?”

Ryansmiled.“Wrongwithmewhere?”



“Idon’tknow,somewhere”

Helaughed.“Obatlagontogaakere?”

“Wait,canmycousin’scometoo?”

“Umm yeah…yougotothesameschoolright?”

“Yes,butSeneogoestoaJuniorSecondaryschool

nexttoourschool.It’scloseby.”

“Ok.”

HestoppedthecarasMoitoirolleddownher

window.“Rea,let’sgo.”

Thegirlshesitantlywalkedoverandgotinatthe

back.

“AkereyouknowRyanguys?Tshego’sboyfriend.”

Seneosmiled.“Yes.“

Reasilentlynodded,Ryanfixedhisrearviewmirror

andlookedatherfrom thebackseatyearningto

hearhertalk.Hervoicewassoftandsoothing.She

raisedhereyesandlookedathim onthemirror

lockingeyeswithhim thenquicklylookedaway.

Ryansighedreprimandinghimself.Hewanted



nothingtodowithTshegoandstayingawayfrom

anyonewhowaslinkedtoherwasthefirststep.

Eitherway,Reawasjusttooyoung.Heparkedthe

carinfrontoftheirschoolsanddroppedthem off,

Reabeingfirsttogetout.

Moitoismiled.“ByeRyan!Thanks.”

“Yeahbye.”

Hewatchedthem walkawayanddroveaway.He

hadtoreturnhisfather’scarbeforehewokeup.

***

AtLedumangSeniorschool,Reawalkedinsideher

classandsettledreadyfortheday.Herdeskmate

walkedoverandsatdown.

“Nemmadidyoufinishupyourproject?Iam so

stressed,IknowMrs.Dwillnotlistentoanything

thistimearoundandIam goingtofailthisexam.”

Reaopenedherbagtogethersbutshepausedas

herheartskipped.Shehadbeenholdingitwhenshe



gotinRyan’scar.

“OhmyGod!”

“What?”

“Iforgotit.Iam sofinished.Todayisthedeadline.”

“Athome?”

“No.InTshego’s…IneedtoseeMoitoi.”

Shequicklystoodup,grabbedherbagandrushedto

Moitoi’sclass.Moitoisteppedout.

“Hey,what’swrong?”

“Mo,IforgotmyprojectinRyan’scarandIneedfor

myexamination.”

“Thereissomeonewhom Iknowwithaphonebut

problem isIdon’tknowRyan’snumber.”

Reaputherhandsonherfacetearfully.“Ineedthat

fileformyexam todayMo.”

“Whattimeistheexam?”

“12.”

“It’s7;30rightnow.Ican’tleaveschool,Ihavea



coupleimportantthingstodogapeIhaveamorning

exam.Iknowwherehestays.”

“Who?”

“Ryan.IthinkIonceheardRyandirectTshegotohis

houseoverthephone,hestaysinphase4ina

servant’squarters.Letmedirectyou,Iam notsure

ofthehousenumberbutshesaysthemainhouseis

whiteandthereisablackgate.Youwillgottohis

housethecomebackintimeforyourexam.Iwill

giveyoutransportmoneyforgoingonly,Iam broke.

Lewenawhenyougetthereaskhim todropyouoff

atschool.”

“WhatifIgetlost?”

“Youwon’t.Ifyoudothenyouaregoingtomissyour

exam becauseyouwon’thaveanymoneytocome

back.”

Moitoiquicklydirectedherthenhandedher

transportmoney.HesitantlyReawalkedoutof

schoolgateandjumpedinthecombiwitha

poundingheart.Nowsheregrettedgettinginthat

car.Shetookadeepbreathtryingtoholdittogether,



shehadtogetthatfileandgetbacktoschoolon

time,shehadtopassherexamsandgetherselfand

hersisteroutofthesituationtheywerein.Today

theywerestayingintheirparent’syardyetbeing

treatedlikeoutsiders.Atearrolleddownhercheek,

shequicklywipeditoffandlookedoutsidethe

windowasthecombimoved.

***

Backathome,Tshegofinishedhermakeupandput

onhershortbacklessdressthenwalkedoutwithan

umbrella.Shelookedathermother’shandbagonthe

tablethenrushedoverandtookacoupleof

hundredsshecouldseewhichsheshovedinher

smallslingbag.Hermotherwalkedinthesitting

room andlookedather.

“Whereareyougoingdressedlikethat?”

“Iam goingtoseemyfriend.”

“Tshegoyouaredressedlikeaprostitute.”

“Ilooknice.”



“Idon’tknowthatbutyoulooknothingclosetonice.

Mxm…”Hermotherreachedforherhandbagthen

openedittoputherphonebutthenpaused.She

lookedthoroughlysearchingherbag.

“Mymoneyisgone!”

Tshego’sheartskipped.“What?”

“IputP600insidelastnight.”

“Ididn’tseeitbuttodayRealeftveryearlywith

Seneo.”

“Thatthing!Shestolemymoney!”

“Sheisathief,Itoldyoutosendherbackto

Maitengwesoshestayswithhergrandmother.”

“Ican’tbelievethis.TherewasP600inside!”

“Iknowshetookthatmoney.”

“Iam goingtoLedumagrightnow.Sheisgoingto

knowmewelltoday!”

“Isawyouaresellingthisplot.Areyouallowedtodo

thatsincetheirfatherleftitinRea’sname?”

“Yes,Iam herguardianandIam sellingit.Idon’tlike



stayinghere.It’sjustunpleasant.Ihavetoldthe

tenantsinouroldhousetomoveout,wewillmove

backthereandthenIwillsendthislittlethievesto

theirgrandmotherinMaitengwe.Iam tiredofthis!”

Tshegowatchedhermotherwalkout.Shegotinthe

caranddroveoffangrilycussing.Herphonerang

thensheansweredwhiledriving.

“Yes?”

“Hi,mynameisLorraine,Ifoundyournumberinthe

advertiser.Youaresellingaplot?”

“Yes.”

“Ok,Iwouldliketoseeit.”

“Ofcause,when?”

“Today,laterwhenIcomebackfrom work.”

“Ok,that’sfine.It’sgoingfor700k.”

“Yes.IwillseeitwhenIgetthere.”

“Ok.”

ShehungupandcontinueddrivingtoLedumang

Seniorschool.
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Reasteppedoutofthecombiandpaid.Shewalked

inthedirectionMoitoihaddirectedhernoticinghow

somepeoplewerelookingather.Shelookeddown

athershoesandtookadeepbreathfightingto

ignoreit.Herheartpoundedevenmoreasshewas

suddenlysurroundedbybeautifulhouses.She

lookedatadoublestoreyandsmiled,onedayit

wouldbeher.Shestoppedatthegatethatlooked

familiartowhatMoitoihaddescribed.Herhands

shookasshepressedtheintercom.Thedoginside

thegaterushedoverandbarkedmakinghertakea

stepback.Anotheronecameandthetwobigdogs

barkedather.Sheswallowedhardlookingaround.A

whitewomansteppedoutofthebeautifulhouseina

whitesummerdressandgotinablackcarjustas

thegatestartedopening.

Realookedattheviciousdogssteppingintothe



road,assoonastherewasenoughspacethetwo

hugedogsranoutcomingforherbarkingsoloudly.

Rea’sheartpoundedsohardasshestoodstill,fear

consumingher.Oneofthedogsbarkedgetting

closertoherwhilethewhiteladysteppedoutofher

car.

“Bruce!Backupnow!”

ThedogsbarkedatReaevenmoregettingcloser

andclosertoher.

“Sweety,justremainstill.Don’tmove.”

Thedogsseemedtobegettingmoreangry,

unconsciouslyReatookastepbackbeingcontrolled

withfear,oneofthedogswentrightforherleg.She

screamedsoloudasthewhiteladyranover.

“Bruce!Insidenow!Popi!Inside!”

Thedogsslowlysteppedbackstillbarking.

“InsideBruce!”

Awhitemanwalkedoutthenwhistled.Thedogs

quicklyrantohim asthewhiteladylookedatblood

onRea’sthigh.



“OhmyGod!Weneedtogetyoutothehospital.Iam

sosorry.”

TearsrandownRea’scheekswhilesheshook.“I…I

am lookingforRyan.Iwantmyproject,Ihavean

exam.”

“Ryan?Heisin.Butyouneedtogetmedical

attention.”

Reatookadeepbreathasmoretearsgushedoutof

hereyesasifaminitaphadbeenopened.“Ihaveto

gobacktoschool.”

“Youarebleedingsweety…”

Thewhitemanwalkedover.“Issheok?”

“Sheneedsmedicalattention,sheisbleeding.Ifeel

sobad,ItoldyouMark,Idon’twantthoseanimalsin

myyard.”

Thewhitemanglaredather.“Stopcallingthem

animals.Shedidsomethingforthem toattackher.

Thosearethemostfriendlydogsever.Youshould

beaskingthisnegrowhatshedidtothem”

“Iam donewithyou!Youarethemostselfish



bastardeverandIam donewithyou,thismarriage.

YouaretheworstmistakeIhaveevermadeinmy

entirelife!Ekhaatjou!”

AngrilyMarkgrabbedthewhitelady’swrist.“What

didyousay?”

Ryanwalkedoutwithhisheadsetsonandasmall

bagonhisbackthenMarkletgoofthewhitelady.

RyanpausedlockingeyeswithReathentookoffthe

headphonesandwalkedover.

“Rea,whathappened?”

Reaputherhandoverhermouthandbrokedown

crying.Thewhiteladysadlylookedathercry.

“Itwasthedogs…they…Iwanttotakehertothe

hospital.Ifeelsobad.Thiswouldhavenever

happenedifthoseanimalsdidn’tlivehere.”

Markwakedinsidethegatemumblinginaforeign

language.

“It’sfineMrs.Emerson,Iwillhandleit.”

“ThankyousomuchRyan.Iam stillgoingtogive

somethingtocompensateforthis.”



RyantookRea’sbagthenpickedherupbridalstyle

andwentbackwithhertohisservants’squarters.

Hegentlyplacedherdownandquicklyunlockedhis

doorandledherinsidethespaciousoneroom.He

helpedhersit.

“Iforgotmyprojectinyourcar,Ineeditformy

exam.”

Ryanputbothbagsdownthengotabigfilefrom his

table.“Thisone?”

“Yes.Ihavetogobacktoschool.”

“Whattimeisyourexam?”

“12.”

“Ok,rightnowit’sonly08:15,youstillhavesome

time.”

“Ihaveastudygroup.”

“Ican’tletyougowiththatwound.Iam goingto

treatyoufirst,Iwillmakesureyougettoschoolon

timeforyourexam.”

Reasilentlylookedathim puttingonhisglovesthen

hegrabbedhisfirstaidkitthoughhislookedmuch



morebiggerthanwhatsheusuallysaw.

“It’sgoingtobeabitpainful.”

Shenoddedthenfocusedhereyesonthesmall

plasmamountedonthewall.Sheflinchedashe

startedworkingonherwound,minuteslaterhe

coveredthewoundwithatapebandage.

“Ok,done!”

“Thankyou.Ihavetogonow.”Shetriedstandingbut

thepainthatparalyzedherwholelegmadeher

frown.

“Takeiteasy.Iwillgiveyouanibuprofenforthe

pain.”

“I-“

“Havetogotoschool?Iam wellawareofthatbutifI

letyougo,youwon’tevenreachthebusstoptoget

thecombibacktoschool.Forgetabouttheexam,

youwon’tevenbeabletoconcentratewiththepain.

JustrelaxReatile.”

Hisphonerangthenhetookoutfrom hispocketand

answeredwalkingoutside.Realookedatherleg



tearfullywonderingwhyshehadagreedtogetin

thatcarinthefirstplace.Ryanwalkedbackinside

thehouse.

“Didyoueatinthemorning?Youcan’ttakethepill

withouteating.”

Sheslightlyshookherhead.“No.”

“Why?”

“Iwasn’thungry.”

“Idon’tbelieveyou,doesyourauntgiveyoufood?”

“Yes.”

“Youdon’thavetolietomeRea,doesyourauntgive

youfood?Didyouryoungersistereatinthe

morning?”

Shelookeddownandfiddledwithherfingers.“She

givesmefood.”

“IbrokeupwithTshegoifyoufearIwilltellher.Are

youbeingstarved?”

Atearescapedhereyethenshequicklywipedit

away.“No.”



Ryantiltedherchin.“Youarenot?”

Anotherwaywardtearrandownherothercheek

followedbyanother.Ryanlookedatthepaininher

eyes.

“Youcantellme.TshegoandIareover.Youdon’t

havetobescared.”

“I’m…I’m…”Apainfullumpgotstuckonherthroat

whileherlipsshook.

Hesatbesideherandpulledherinhisarms.Grief

shehadn’tdealtwithsurfacedthenshebrokedown

cryingwettinghist-shirt.Ryanheldhertighterwhile

herbodyshookandquivered.Forawhileshejust

cried.AwhilelaterRyanlethergoandhandedhera

tissue.Shewipedthetearsandmucus.

“Whendidyourparentspasson?”

“Twoyearsback.”

“Andyouruncletookyouin?”

“Yes.”

“Whereishenow?”



“Studyingabroad.”

“Isee.Andwhendidhego?”

“Amonthaftertakingusin.Weweregoingtomove

tohishousebutassoonasheleft,auntyrentedthe

houseanddecidedwestayinmyparentshouse.”

“ButIneverseeyouinthemainhouse.”

“AuntymovedmeandSeneotothechickenhouse.”

“What?”

“Shesaidweweretoodirtytostayinthemain

house.”

Ryanswallowedhard.“Don’tyougetthatmoney

orphansget?”

“Auntytakesitall.”

“Thenafterthatshestarvesyou?”

“MmagweJuniorgivesusfood.”

“Whoisthat?”

“Ourneighbor.Weneverstarve.Andweeatat

schooltoo.”



“Whydon’tyoureporther?”

“Sheismylegalguardian,whatwilldoafterIreport

her?WhataboutSeneo?Sheisstillgoingtoschool.

AndthehouseisnotminetillIam 21.Iam noteven

18yet.”

“Whenisyourbirthday?”

“31December.”

“Fuckwow!Uhh…Ihavefood,letmewarm itupso

youeatanddrinkyourpills.”

***

Atschool,Moitoiwalkedinsidetheprincipal’soffice

andsatdownbesideshermother.

“Moitoi,yourmotherishere,Reatile’saunt.She

camewithanissue.”

Moitoilookedathermotherwhoseemedtobe

fumingwithanger.“Reatilestolemymoney,P600in

themorning.”



“What?”

“Yes!Mymoneyismissing.”

“Reaisnotathief!”

“Shestolefoodtheothertime.”

“Becauseshewashungry!Don’tmakemesaythings

infrontoftheprincipal.”

“Youaresodisrespectful!”

“Reaisnotathief,shedidn’tevengetinthehousein

themorning.”

ThePrincipalclearedherthroat.“Obviouslythereare

someissuesgoingon,Ihavesentsomeonetoget

Rea.Reaisabrightstudent.Sheisfocusedandshe

astraightforwardchild.Ihaveseenit,Ihavenever

hadcomplaintsfrom herteachers,theyallpraiseher.

Iam goingtogetasocialworkertolookintowhat’s

reallyhappeningathome.”

Moitoismiledashermotherstoodupshakingher

headwithdisbelief.“Thisgirlhasmanagedtofool

you.Sheisasnake!AndIam goingtomakesureto

reporthertotheauthorities.Shecan’tstealmy



P600.”

AstudentwalkedinsidethePrincipal’soffice.“Ican’t

findher.Sheisnotinschool.”

“YouseewhatIam saying?Whereisshe?”

“Reaisaform 5Mrs,theyhavestartedtheirexams

andsheisnotreallyrequiredheretillherexam start.

Moitoi,pleasegototheguidanceoffice,getMsK.

Tellherit’sanemergencyandsheisneededright

now.”

***

AtRyan’shouse,Reasilentlyatethericeandchicken

sippingonherorangejuicewhileRyanwatchedwith

asmile.

“Obatlasomemore?Icanordersomething.”

Sheshookherhead.“Iam fine.”

“Canweagreeonsomething,whenyouarewithme,

nolies.Right?”



Realookedathim andnodded.

“Ok,so…?Areyoustillhungry?”

“Iam fine.”

“Ok.”

Hetookheremptyplateandputitontopofhistwo

platestovebeforehandingherthepills.

“Drinkthat.”

“Thankyou.”

Shedrankthepills.“CanInowgo?Idon’thave

transportmoney,Moitoisaidyoushouldgiveme.”

“It’sok,letmegoandspeaktoMrs.Emersonwhile

thepilldoesit’sjobthenIwilltakeyoutoschool.”

Hewalkedout,Reareachedforhiswhitecoatand

lookedatitforamoment.Shestoodupcarefulnot

toputmuchpressureonherlegthenputiton.She

smiledwonderinghowitwouldfeelbeingadoctor.

ThedooropenedthenTshegowalkedin.Rea’sheart

skipped.

“Wow!Whatareyoudoinghere?”



Reatookoffthecoat.“Iwas…Iwas..thefile,Ileftit

inthemorning-“

Tshegowalkedoverandslappedheracrosstheface.

“SoyouarethereasonwhyRyanisbreakingupwith

memoloikewena?”

“No,Iwasjust…-“

Tshegoslappedheragainthengrabbedherhairand

punchedher.“YouareasnakeRea!Youthinkyou

canstealmyman?”

ReatriedmovingbackbutTshegopunchedher

again.“Iam goingtokillyoutoday!Youthinkyou

canstealmyman?MYMAN!”

“Tshegopleaseletmego,Icanexplain.”

“Iam goingtofinishyoutoday!”

ReapushedTshegowithallherstrengthtryingtoget

tothedoorbutTshegopushedherback.Reaslipped

fallingthenTshegosatonherpunchinghermultiple

times.

“Tshegowampolaa..”

Tshegograbbedapillowfrom thebedandputiton



Rea’sfacesuffocatingher.Panicking,Reatried

pushingTshego’sbigbodyoffbutTshegopressed

thepillowevenmore.Reakickedandfoughttillshe

finallystopped.Tshegopressedthepillowonher

faceforacoupleofsecondsthengotoffhertying

herhair.RyanopenedthedoorandlookedatReaon

thefloorwithTshegostandingoverher.

“What’sgoingon?”

“Soyouaresleepingwiththisdirtything?Ithought

youweresomuchbetterbutIguessIwaswrong.

DoyouknowsheisHIVpositive?Shewasbornwith

it.”

RyanrushedovertoRea’sunconsciousbodytaking

offthepillowffherface.Hisheartskipped.

“Whatdidyoudotoher?”

“Sheispretending,Iam waitingforhertogetup.I

am goingtofixthisgirltoday,shedoesn’tknowme.”

.

.
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RyanputhistwofingersonRea’snecktofeelher

pulsethenpickedherupandplacedheronthebed.

Tshegoangrilylookedathim.

“SoyouarenowfuckingRea?”

Ryanturnedtoher.“Wereyoutryingtokillher?”

“Iwillkillformyman.”

Losingit,Ryanslappedherhardacrossthefacethat

shelostbalancestaggeringback.“Otlaswaba

waitse?”

“Youarehittingmeforher?”

Ryanapproachedherandslappedheragain,this

timebloodrandownhernose.“Wereyoutryingto

killher?”

TshegoputherhandsoverherfaceasRyanangrily

lookedather.“Kebualewena,(Iam talkingtoyou,)



wereyoutryingtokillher?”

“Youcan’tsleepwithmycousin.”

Hepulledherhandsfrom herfaceandslappedher.

“Buagape.(Sayitagain.)”

Unabletoholditanymore,Tshegobrokedown

crying.“Youarehurtingme.”

“Youaremakingnoise.Iwillslapyouintosilence,

youwanttotestme.”

Tshegomovedbacktryingtoholdhercries.

“Whereyoutryingtohurther?”

Tshegoshookherheadfearfully.

“Wankaketsa?Tlakawano.(Areyoulyingtome?

Comehere.)”

Tshegolookedathisangryfacethenturnedtorun

onlytotriponherownfeet.Shefellonherfacewith

aloudthudlosingachipofhertooth.

“Youaremessingupmyfloors,sutlhadiotseo!

(Wipethatoff.)”

Sheslowlygotupandlimpedovertoamop.



“Afteryouaredone,makesuremymopisclean.”

HeturnedhisattentiontoReawholayunconscious

onthebed,herfacewasswollenanditwasn’thard

toseethatsomeonehadbeatenherup.Herlipwas

alsocracked.Hisangerburntthroughhim sohard

thatheactuallyturnedbacktoTshegowhowas

cleaninghisfloor.

“Isitaregularthingyoudo?Puttingyourhandson

her?”

“Inever-“

“IfyoulietomeIam goingtokillyouandburryyour

bodywherenoonewilleverfindit,youwillremaina

missingcaseforever.WantlwaelaTshego,howdare

youputyourhandsonher?Didsheattackyou?You

evenwentasfarastryingtokillher.”Headvanced

toher.

“Iam goingtreportyouforbeatingme.”

HegavealighteningslapthatTshegofellseeing

starswhileherearsrang.

“Youtalknonsenseaftertryingtokillsomeone.”



Shecriedloudlycurlingintoaball.

“Getupandcleanmyfloors.”

Hetookouthisphonewhilesheslowlygotupcrying

andcalledhisyoungerbrother.

“Kabo,whereareyou?”

“Ketswainterview.(Iam from aninterview.)”

“Mdalaoneagonetsekoloi?(Theoldmangaveyou

thecar?)”

“Yah,doyouneedit.”

“Yeah,Ineeditasinnow.”

“Nekerekechekamongwealongyourhood,Iwillbe

thereintwominutes.”

RyanshookhisheadandhungupwhileTshego

finishedup.Helookedatherfaceforawhile

wonderingwhatheeversawinher,itwasprobably

thebodybecauseapartfrom that,hedidn’tsee

anythingattractiveabouthernowthatheactually

lookedather.Hisfather’scardroveinthenseconds

laterKabowalkedinalldressedup.Helookedat

Tshegothenbackathisolderbrother.



“Whathappenedtoher?”

“Shetriedkillingmyguest,suffocatedherwitha

pillowafterassaultingher.”

Kabolookedattheschoolgirlonthebedthen

lookedbackatTshego.“Getout!”

Tshegoquicklypickedherbagandlimpedout.

“Youhaveaschoolgirlonyourbed.”

“Iknow.”

“Howoldisshe?Shelookssoyoung.Youcangoto

jailfordefilement,nottomentionyoujustputyour

handsonTshego.Youaregoingtoruinyour

sponsorshiptogoabroad.”

“Iam notdatingher.SheisTshego’scousinandI

gaveheralifttogetherwithMoitoi,sheforgother

fileinthecar.Iknowwhat’satstake,Iwillhandle

Tshego.Tlisadikeytsakoloi.(Givemethecar

keys.)”

KabohandedthekeystoRyan.“Issheok?Ifsheis

dead…-“

“Shejustfainted.Shewillbefine.Ihavetotakeher



toschoolandrushtomyexam.”

KabolookedatReaagain.“What’shername?”

“Waswaba!”

Kabolaughed.“Don’tgotojail.”

“Anddon’tgetkilled,Mrs.Emerson’shusbandowns

agunandthatwhitemanisruthless.Ilongtoldyou

tostopit,Iam serious,youwilldie.”

“Iwasnothereforher.”

“OsekawabatlagontirasematlaKabo,whatwere

youdoinginPhase4?Whodidyoucometoseein

mystreet?Ketlagogatamolalagaobatlagontira

bari.Stopsleepingwiththiswoman,Iam warning

you.Thisisnotajoke,Markownsagunandhewill

useit.Youwilldieandallforwhat?”

“Iheardyou.Iwillbreakitoff.”

“Youbetter.”

KaboturnedandwalkedoutwhileRyangotajug

withcoldwaterfrom theminifridgeandsplasheda

bitonRea’sface.



“Rea!”

Hesplashedmoreonher,startledshegasped

openinghereyesatthecoldwater.Ryansetthejug

asideseatingbesideher.

“Hey…”

Shelookedaroundseemingtadbitdisoriented.

“Youareok.”

Shelookedathim forasecondthengotoffbed.“I

wanttogo.”

“Rea-“

“Iwanttogotoschool.Tshego-“

“Sheisnothere.”

Tearsfilledhereyes.“Iwanttogo.Thankyoufor

helpingme.”

Shereachedforherfileandbagthenwalkedout.

Ryanpickedhisbagandrushedoutlockingthedoor.

“Iwilldropyouoff.”

“Ican’tbeseenwithyou.”



“Rea,IsaidIwilldropyouoff.”

“Ican’tbeseenwithyou.Itsendsthewrong

message.IstaywithTshegoincaseyouforgot.You

won’tbetherewhenIam facingher,ratheryouwill

behereinyournicehousewatchingTV.Idon’twant

todisrespectyoubutIshouldhavenevergottenin

yourcarandIam notgoingtorepeatthesame

mistakeagain.”

Shespokesosoftlyyouwouldswearshewasnot

sayingthisupset.Ryantookherhand.

“Iwon’tbetherebutIpromiseyou,nothingisgoing

tohappentoyou.Youhavetogettoschoolintime

foryourexam butifyouwanttopresschargeson

Tshego-“

“No!Ijustwanttogotoschool.”

“Ok.Thecarismuchfasterthanthecombi.”

Heunlockedthecarandopenedthedoorforher.

Hesitantly,ReagotinthenRyanwentroundthecar

andjumpedin.Hestartedthecarandreversedout

asMrs.Emersonwalkedoutofherhouse.



“IhavetalkedMrs.Emersonincompensatingyou

withmoneysothatwedon’ttakethisissuetothe

policeandsheagreedon8K.Itwilltakeyoualong

way.”

“It’salotofmoney.”

“Yeah…shehasewalletedittome,Iam goingto

drawitandgiveittoyouorIcanbeyourbank.I

promiseyouwithallmybeingnottotouchit.Butif

youhavesomeoneyoutrust,likeyourneighbor,Ican

giveittohersothatshekeepsitforyoutillyouneed

it.”

“Youcankeepit.Herhusbandwilltakeitfrom her.”

“Ok.”

Withherprojectandbagonherlap,Realookedout

throughthewindowwonderingwhatTshegowas

goingtodotohertonight.Shethoughtfullythought

ofthat8k,shecouldrentahousewithit,asmall

room andtakeSeneowith.Shequicklydidthe

calculationsinherhead,theywouldneedfoodtoo

andsomekitchenutensils.The8kwasnotenough,

notforlongitwasn’t.Ormaybeifshegotajobbut



forthetimebeingshewasjustaform 5studentwith

nojob.Iftheymovedout,theywouldsufferalot.

Sheclosedhereyessadlyandtookadeepbreathin.

***

Tshegolookedatherchippedteethonthemirror

afterwashingherface.

“Idon’tbelieveyou,Ryanwouldneverdothis.”

Tshegoturnedtoherfriend.“Hedid,Ican’tbelieve

hebeatmeforthatdirtycunt.”

“Butwhatifsheisdead?”

“Shewasstillbreathing.Shewaspretending.Iam

stillnotdonewithherbutfornow,Iam goingto

reportRyanforassault,reporthim fordatingan

underagechildtoo.”

“Youshouldn’thavewashedyourface.”

“Itookpictures.Heisgoingtopayforthisandgoto

jailforaverylongtime.Forgetgoingabroad.”



Tshegoreachedforherbagandwalkedputtingon

herfriend’sbigsunglassesandasunhat.

***

Ryanparkedthecarattheschoolparkinglotand

lookedoveratRea.

“Iam sorry.”

Shenodded.“Thankyouforbringingmetoschool.”

“Doyouhaveaphone?”

Sheshookherhead.“No.”

Hetookadeepbreath.“Ok,Iwillcomeoveraround

10toseeyou.”

Reaquicklyshookherhead.“No,ifauntiefindsout,

shewillkillmeplusTshego-“

“Tshegoisnotgoingtobeanissue.Don’tworry

aboutit.Iwillcomelateronwithfoodtoo.Andsome

pillsforthepain.”



“Ican’tseeyouagain.”

Ryantiltedherhead.“IwanttoseeyouagainandI

am goingto.Stopcrying,goandnailyourexam.We

willtalklater.Ok?”

Shelookedinhiseyesandnoddedblinkingawayher

tears.

“Good.”Hetookouthiswalletandgrabbedthelast

moneyhehad,thebarrierthatwascurrently

betweenhim andpovertythenhandedittoher.

“It’sonlyP100,dosomethingniceforyouandyour

sister.”

Sheswallowedthentookthemoney.Shestepped

outjustasthePrincipalapproachedthecar.Ryan

lookedatthepanicinRea’seyesandquickly

steppedout.

“Dumelang…”

“Reatile,whoisthis?”

“MynameisRyan,Isawhergetbittenbyadogon

herwaytoschoolandofferedtotakehertothe

hospital.”Hepointedatthewound.“Icouldn’tjust



leavehertheresoIwaitedtillshewasattendantto

anddecidedtobringhertoschool.”

ThePrincipallookedatthebandageonRea’slegand

sighed.“Thankyousomuch,Rea,comewithme.”

Ryangotbackinhiscaranddroveoffdialing

Tshego.

“Ryan,Iam onmywaytothepolicestation,Idon’t

wanttotalktoyou.”

Hepressedrecord.“ItookReatothehospital,Iam

stilltherebutIthinksomethingiswrong.Youare

goingtojailformurder.”

“What?”

“Yes,Ialreadycalledthepolice,youbeatherupand

suffocatedherwithapillow.”

“Ryanplease…”

“Iam goingtotellthem everything.”

“Tlherrawenakeagokopa.Idon’twanttogotojail.”

“Youbeatherdidn’tyou?”

“IdidbutIdidn’tmeanto.She-“



“Youalsosuffocatedherwithapillowdidn’tyou?”

“Ijustwantedtoscareher.”

“ExactlywhatIam goingtotellthepolicewhenthey

arrive.Iam goingtotellthem thatyouandyour

motherhavebeenabusingthem eversincetheir

parentsdied.”

“Itwasn’tme,itwasmama.Sheistheone,Idon’t

wanttogotojail.Mamaistheonewhostarves

them.”

“Youwillexplainthattothepolicenotme.”

Hehungupandlookedatthetime.Hewasrunning

lateforhisownexam.

***

Inhercar,Rea’sauntansweredherringingphone

withasmile.

“Heybabe…”

“Hey,IknowIsaidIwouldcalllastnightbutIwasso



tired.”

“It’sok,kanaIknowschoolisdemanding.”

“Yes,howarethekids?”

“AhhMoitoiisstillbusywithherexams.Shehas

beenworkinghardthisyearsoIam hopingatleast

shegetswhatqualifieshertogotouniversity.Ilong

toldTshegotolookforacourseshecandobutshe

doesn’tlisten.”

“Iwilltalktoher.It’seithershefindssomethingto

doorsheleavesthehouse.Wecan’tbefeedinga

grownwomanwhowantstodonothingpositivewith

herlife.WhataboutReaandSeneo?”

Theauntrolledhereyesannoyed.“Seneoisfinebut

Reaisgoingoutoflinebabe,Idon’tevenknowwhat

todoanymore.Ithinkmaybesheisstilldealingwith

losingherparentsbutsheisbeingdifficult.Days

backshestolefoodinthehouse,notthatshewasn’t

eatingbutIdon’tknowwhy.Todaymorningshe

stoleP600andtobehonestIjustdon’tknowwhat

todo.Ifollowedhertoschoolbutshewasn’tthere.I

spoketotheprincipalraisingmyconcernandnowI



looklikealiarwhoisabusingthekidsbecausethey

areorphans.Theyevensaidtheyaregoingtobringa

socialworkerhome.Idon’tknowwhattodo.”She

startedcrying.“Ihavetriedeverything,Reaislikemy

daughter,Ilovehersomuchbutsheishurtingmy

feelings.ThatP600wasmeanttobuythem

Christmasclothes.”

Herhusbandsighed.“Iguesspeoplegrieve

differently.Iam findingithardtobelievethatRea,

thesweetgirlIknowhasturnedtobethis.”

“Metoo,maybeit’sbecauseit’sme.Maybeitwould

bedifferentifyouwerehere,youandherfatherwere

brothers.Shewouldfeelclosertoyou.”

“Kooreyaanongbabethereisnothingwecando,

justwaitingforanothertwoyearstillIam back

homefulltime.Ireallyhavetofinishwiththis.”

“Iknow,IwasthinkingmaybeIsendhertogranny

aftersheisdonewithherexams,thatwayshecan

beclosertoherfather’smother,maybeitwillbe

betterforher,gapeshewillbreathefreshair.Iwill

remainwithSeneobecauseenesheisjustfine.”



“That’snotabadidea,Ithinkitwillwork.”

“Itwill.Imissyou.”

“Imissyoutoo,Ihavetogo,Iloveyou.”

“Wait,kanababythehousethatwasleftisjust

gettingold.Iwasthinkingmaybeweselltheplot,get

anotherone.”

“ThathouseisRea’s.Youcan’tsellit.Andifyoudo,

aftersuchalongprocessthatwillneedalot,the

moneygoestotheirtrustfund.Justleavethehouse,

soonReawillbedoneatuniversityandshewilltake

over.Bye.”

“Bye.”

Hehungupthensheangrilylookedatherphone

clickinghertongue.

***

Atschool,Reasatintheprincipal’sofficewiththe

principal.



“Iwantyoutotellmewhatisgoingonathome.This

isasafeplace,youcanbehonestandwewillhelp

you.Nothingwillhappentoyou,youarewell

protected,justtellmewhatisgoingonathomeso

thatIam abletohelpyou.”

.

.

.

.



OppositePolesAttract

#4

Realookedattheprincipalandswallowedtearfully.

ShethoughtofSeneo’sfuture,ifshesaidsomething,

maybethingswouldbealrightbutthatwouldmean

theywouldbesenttoanotherrelative,astartofnew

abusemaybetotheirgrandmotherinthefarm.No

onewantedtotakethem inexpecttheiruncleand

grandmotherhadwantedtotakethem in.Shetooka

deepbreathstaringattheprincipal.

“Everythingisfineathome.”

Theprincipalsighed.“Reatile,Iam tryingtohelpyou.

Don’tletfearcontrolyou.IknowyouarescaredbutI

promisetohelpyou.Icanhelpyou.”

Shetookyetanotherdeepbreath.“Iwanttopass

andgotouniversity.Idon’twanttomesswiththat.

GettinghelpisthebestoptionIcanevertake,but

everydecisionItake,mysisterhastobenefitfrom it.



Sometimeswemakesacrificesforthepeoplewe

loveandthat’sjusthowlifeis.IknowwhatIam

doing,Ijusthavetoendureitforalittlewhile,Iknow

youwanttohelpandIappreciateitbutgettinghelp

willinterferewithalotrightnow.Iam waitingtobe

18thenIwillclaim alotthatwasrobbedfrom me

andmysister,IwilltakeitwitheverythingIhave

becauseit’srightfullymine.Butfornow,pleaselet

mefinishtheseexams,Idependonthem.Keale

kopa.(Iam beggingyou.)”

Theprincipalsighed.“Ijustcan’twatchabuse

happeningrightbeforemyeyes.It’smydutytohelp.

Toshinelightuponthehidden.”

“Everythingisfineathome.”

Theprincipallookedatherforawhilethensighed.

“Whenyoufinallydecidetotalk,myofficeisalways

openbutasocialworkerhasbeenassignedtothis

case.”

“Thankyou.”

“Youcango.”

Shestoodupandwalkedouttoherclasswhere



Moitoiwasseatedwithherfriend.Moitoiquickly

stoodupandhuggedher.

“Hey,Iwaspanickingthinkingyougotlost.”

Reaforcedasmile.“No,Ifounditalright.”

“And?”

“AndIgotit.”Shesatdown.

MoitoilookedatthemarksonRea’sface.“What

happenedtoyou?”

“Nothing.”

“Therearemarksonyourface,didsomeonebeat

you?Andwhathappenedtoyourleg.”

“Howwasyourexam?”

MoitoipulledReaupanddraggedheroutside.“What

happenedtoyou?”

“Tshegocame.”

“Shedidthistoyou?”

“Yes.”

“Thatfatthing!Sheisgoingtoknowmetoday.Iam



tiredofthisnonsense.Iam sorry.”Moitoihugged

Rea.

Reasmiled.“Iam fine.”

“Youarenot.”Moitoisteppedbackandsmiledsadly.

“IwishIcandosomething.Malomemustbeturning

inhisgraverightnow.Hereallylikedme.”

Realaughed.“Heisproudofyou.Iam goingtobe

fine.”

“DidyouseethefoodIputasideforyouyesterday?”

“Yes,thankyou.Youcookedlastnight?”

“Yes.Foryouguys.”

“Thankyou.”

“Yourleg?StillTshego?”

“No,thedog.”

“Todayisjustnotyourday.”

Thetwogirlslaughed.“It’snot.”

“Gotlasiama.Iam goingtowaitforyou,wewillgo

hometogether.”



“Ok.”

“Sowhatelsehappened?”

“Huh?”

“WithRyan?”

“Nothing.Isheadoctor?”

“Amedicalstudent.”

“Oh..”

“Ng,so?Detailsnyana?”

“Whywouldanythinghappen?”

“CanItellyousomething?”

“OsimoletsemaakaMoitoi,Iam goingtobrush

throughmythings.”

MoitoilaughedwatchingReawalkbackinherclass

thenshewalkedovertoagroupofpeoplesheknew

andjoinedintheconversation.

***



ATUBlaterthatday,Ryanwalkedoutofhisexam,a

classmaterushedoverandwalkedwithhim.

“Hey,howwasit?”

Hesmiled.“Iam positive.”

Shelaughed.“Soam IbutIalmostdiedinthere.AllI

keptthinkingwassponsorshiptogoabroad.

Anywaysdidyouseemymessage?”

“Yah,Iwillsendyouthepdfofthetextbook.”

“Thankstlherrawena,honestlyifIdidn’tmeetyou

here,IwouldhavelonggottenanFD.Mostpeople

wanttobedoctorsbuttheydon’tunderstandhow

difficultitis.Iwillbuyamilkshakeoneday.”

“WatsenwawenaKatlo.”

Katlosmiled.“Sharp!”

“Yah..”

Hewalkedtotheparkinglotandjumpedinhis

father’scarjustashisphonerang.

“Papa..”

“Whereismycar?”



“Keetla.”

“Wheredidyouevengetit?”

Helaughed.“Iam bringingitover.”

“Youareabusingmycar.”

“Youneveruseitbecauseyouareretired.”

“It’smycarattheendoftheday,bringit!”

Hesmiledreversing.“Ok.”

Hisfatherhungupthenhedrovetohisparent’s

housewhereheparkedbesideshismother’ssmall

carandwalkedinsidethehouse.Hepausedfinding

everyonewaitingforhim.Hisfatheropenedhishand

thenheplacedhiscarkeysinsidehispalm before

seatingbesidehisyoungersisterwholeanedonhim

restingherheadohisshoulder.

Hisfatherheldhiswife’shandandsmiled.“Icalled

youallheretodiscusssomethingwithallofyou.

YourmotherandIhaveagreedtomovebackto

Kanyetoourhouse,wehavesoldthishouseandwe

willbemovingoutintwoweeks.Mycarcanfinally

breathe.”



Kagisolookedatherparents.“Whataboutme?”

Theirmothersmiled.“Kagisoyouaredoingform 5,

youarealmostdonewithyourexamssotheselast

fewweeksyouaregoingtostaywithyouraunt,it

willbeonlyforaweekortwothenyouwilljoinus.I

am gladyoumovedoutandfoundyourownplace

Ryan,Kabo,youcancomewithbut-“

“Iwillcrushwithafriend.”

Theirfatherstoodup.“It’ssettledthen.”

Ryan’sphonerangthenhetookitoutstanding.“Let

megetthis…”

Heansweredwalkingoutside.“Yah?”

“Hi,it’sKatlo.Iam sorryforthisbuttlherrawena

thereisloadsheddinginTlokwengandthat

assignmentisduetomorrow,Ihaven’tfinishedwith

ityet,Iwaswonderingifit’sokwithyouthatIcando

itoveratyourhouse.Iwillbequick,Iam leftwith

onlyasmallportion,Iwoulddoittomorrowat

schoolbutyouknowhowitwillbe.”

“It’sok,youcancomeover.”



“Thankyousomuch,IonlyneedanhourthenIwill

bedone.”

“Iwillsendyoudirections.”

“Thankyousomuch.”

Hehungupandsentherquickdirectionsthen

walkedbackinsidethehouseandwentstraightthe

kitchenwherehismotherwascookingwhilehis

fatherchoppedthetomatoesslowly.

“MamaIam going.”

“Ok,howareyourexams?”

“Notbad.”

“Ican’twaittobragtotheworldthatmysonisin

Washington.Iam soproudofyou,thedevilisaliar,

healmosttookyouawayfrom mebuthereweare.

Themomentyougetintheplane,Iam goingtogive

atestimonyatchurchthatmysonisuptherele

brotherGod.”

Ryansmiledthenkissedhercheekpickingafried

pieceofchickenfrom abowl.“Loveyou!”

Hewalkedouttothesittingroom wherehisyounger



sisterwaswatchingTV.

“Keatsamaya..”

Shesmiled.“Bye!”

“WhereisKB?”

“Ah,heleft.”

“Withwho?”

“Alone.”

“Ok,bye.”

Hewalkedouteatinghismeat.

***

Reaheldherbagproperlywalkinginsidethegate

withSeneoandMoitoi.Shetookadeepbreath

staringatherauntwhowassittingontheveranda

staringatthem.Reaheldhersister’shandtightly

walkingclosertoher.

“Dumelang…”



Herauntlookedatherthenstoodup.“Reaweh,

sincewhendoyoustealmoneyfrom me?”

“Ma?”

“Heywena,osekawarema!Sincewhendoyou

searchmyhandbag?”

“AuntieI-“

Angrily,heraunttookoffhershoeandthrewitat

Rea.“Whereismymoney?”

“Ididn’ttakeanymoney.”

“Sowhotookit?Whotookmymoneythen?”

TearsdilledRea’seyes.“Ididn’ttakeyourmoneyI

swear.”

“Youtookmymoneyandwenttospendit!Icameto

yourschooltodayandyouwerenotthere.Where

wereyou?”

“Mama-“

“Moitoi,getinside,Iwanttodealwiththem alone.”

“Readidn’ttakeyourmoney.”



“Moitoi!Iwilltakeyoutoyourgrandmotherwhere

shewillpinchthosebigearsofyoursandbewitch

you.Isaidgetinthehouse.Reatile,whereismy

money?”

“Ididn’ttakeyourmoney.”

Herauntlaughedangrily.“Youaretestingme,

Reatile,whereismyP600.”

“Ididn’t-“

HerauntgrabbedthebigstickandswungitatRea

whojumpedbackwithascream.“Ididn’ttakeany

moneyAuntie.”

“ThenwhereismyP600?Whereismymoney?You

areasnakeRea,youthinkyouknowhowtocryso

muchhuh?Youthinktearsarealuxuryhuh?”

SheswungthebigstickatReaagainwhoscreamed

crying.MoitoitearfullywatchedwhileSeneocried.

“MamaReadidn’ttakethemoney.”

“Iwantmymoney!”

ThestickstruckReaagain,Moitoidroppedherbag

gettinginfrontofRea,theforthstrikelandedonher



thighs,shejumpedinpain.

“Mama!”

“Moitoi,youwilljointhem!Moveaside,Iwantmy

moneyReatile!Youarenotsleepingheretillyou

comewiththatmoney!Youliketakingmeforafool

thenafterthatyougoandspreadliesaboutme.

Whereismymoney?”

“Ididn’ttakeyourmoney,Iswearonmymother’s

grave.”

“Iwantmymoney!”

Sheraisedthestickandbeather,Moitoiwatched

knowingReawouldn’trunawaythensherantoher

neighbor’shousescreamingforhelp.

“Thusang!(Help!)”

MmagweJuniorsteppedoutofherhousethenran

over.ShestoodinfrontofRea’saunt.

“Canyoustopabusingthischild?Iam goingtocall

thepoliceandreportyouforchildabuse!”

“SoIcan’tdisciplinemykidsanymore?”



“Youareabusingthesekids.NexttimeIhearnoise,I

am callingthepolice.Youaregoingtojailbecause

youareabusingthesekids.Ihavehaditwithyou.”

“Saysthewomanwhoherhusbandpunchesher

everyday!”

MmagweJuniorlookedatReaandSeneocrying

whiletheyhugged.“Whydoyouhatethem so

much?”

“Becarefulhowyoutalktome.Iknowyouwere

havinganaffairwithmyhusband.”

MmagweJuniorkeptquiet.

“Iwilltellyourhusband,getoutofmyyard!”

MmagweJunior’shusband’scardroveinheryard,

shewalkedovertoRea.

“Areyouok?”

Reanodded,atearrandownhercheekasshe

lookedatRea.“Findyouruncle’snumber,Iwillcall

him andalerthim onwhat’sgoingonhereok?”

Reanoddedagainthenshewalkedbacktoher

housewipingawayhertears.Realookedatheraunt



asshedroppedthestick.

“Iwantyoutoleavethishouse,don’tcomeback

unlessyouhavethatmoney.Getout.”

“Mama,youcan’tkickherout.It’sgettinglate.She

didn’tstealthatmoney.”

“Rea,getout!Now!LeavebeforeIkillyouwithmy

ownhands.”

SeneopulledRea’sskirtcrying.“Rea…”

“Don’tcry.”

“Iwanttogowithyou.”

“Moitoiwillgiveyoufood,lockthedoor.Iwillbehere

tomorrowmorning.”

“Rea…Iwanttogowithyou…”

“Seneoyoucan’t.Gotothehouse.”

Herauntpickedthestickagain.“GOANDGETMY

MONEY!GO!”

Moitoi’stearswethercheeks.“Readidn’ttakethat

money,itwasTshego,sheistheonethatalways

stealsmoney.Youknowit.”



Realookedintoheraunt’seyesandsawthehatred

soclear.Shetookadeepbreathandpickedherbag.

MoitoiheldSeneo’shandandtheybothwatchedher

walkoutthroughthegate.

.

.

.
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Intheearlyevening,Katlosteppedoutofthecombi

withherlaptopbagthensmiledwalkingovertoRyan

whowasstandingfeetfrom her.Hewastallbutnot

tootall,hisgoodlooksmadeherswallow.Ryanslid

hishandsoutofhishoodie’spocketthentookher

laptopbag.

“Thankyou.”

“It’sok,come.”

Shewalkeddownthestreetwithhim.“Itmustbe

expensivehere.”

“ItisbutIstaywithawhitelady,sheisreallynice,

sheunderstandsIam astudentandIcanonlyafford

acertainamount,tomakeupfortheremainingrent,

Idohergarden.”

“Nice.Isharemyroom withagirlfrom somecollege

andwehavebeenhearingstoriesaboutathingthat



staysinouryard.”

Ryanlaughed.“Wheredoyoustayagain?”

“Tlokweng.Iam sosacred,especiallynowthatthere

isnoelectricityandsheisnotthere.Iswearit’slikeI

canseeit.”

“It’sallinyourhead.”

“Iam seriouslyjustscared.Butin6months,Iwillbe

gone.”

Hisphonerang,Katlowatchedhim answer.

“Yah?”

Kabosokeexcitedly.“Ihavebeencalledforan

interviewtomorrow.”

Hesmiled.“Areyouserious?”

“Yes.Ican’tbelievethis.”

Ryanlaughed.“Youdon’thavetocrushwithyour

friendnow.”

“Yah,IwaswonderingifIcouldborrowoneofyour

suits?”



“Yah,youcancomeby.”

“Ok,Iwillcollectittomorrowmorning.”

“Sureboy!Don’tworrytoomuch,thejobisyours.”

“Ihopeso.”

Thecalldropped,theyapproachedthegate.Ryan

pausedseeingReaseatedbytheroad,hehanded

KatloherlaptopandwalkedovertoRea.

“Hey…”

Shequicklystoodup.“Iam sorrybutIhadtosee

you.”Shelookedathisgirlfriendstaringatthem.

“What’swrong?”

“Inthatmoneyyourlandlordgaveyou,canIplease

haveP600.”

“Ok,butforwhat?”

“AuntiesaidIstolehermoneyandshekickedme

out,IneedtogivehertheP600.”

“Butyoudidn’ttakeit.”

“IknowbutSeneoisalone.Ineedtobetherewith



her.Ihavenowheretogo.”

Hepickedherschoolbag.“Come.”

Hepressedthegateremoteandwalkedwithher

holdingherhand.Confused,Katlofollowedbehindto

theservant’squarter’sthatwasbehindthebighouse.

RyanunlockedthedoorandwalkedwithReainside

whileKatlotrailedbehindlikealostpuppy.

RyanlookedatthemarksonRea’slegs.“Shedid

thattoyou?”

“Yes.Canyougivemethemoney.”

“Iam notlettingyougobacktothathellhole.Ifyou

gobackIam callingthepolice.”

“Youdon’tunderstand.”

“Iunderstandperfectly.”

KatloswallowedstaringatRyancuppingtheschool

girl’sface,hereyeswentdowntoherdirtywornout

uniform tillherschoolshoes.Shesighedwondering

whoshewas,wasshearelative?Acousin?Whoever

shewasshecertainlyhasmuchimportancein

Ryan’slifebecauseitwasasifhehadforgottenher.



“Seneo-“

“Seneowillbefine,shehasMoitoiright?”

“SheisalonerightnowwhileMoitoiisinthemain

house.AnythingcanhappentoherandeverythingI

havebeenenduringwillbeallforwhat?”

“Seneowillbefine,Moitoiwon’tletanythinghappen

toher.Youknowthat.Ifyougowiththatmoney

rightnow,itwillmakeyoulooklikeathief,emotions

arestillhigh,shewillhurtyoumore.Iam notletting

thathappenundermywatch.Sitdown,Iwilllook

intothose.Haveyoueaten?”

Katloclearedherthroat.“UhwherecanIconnectmy

laptop?”

Ryanturnedtoherrememberinghehadavisitor.

“There.”Hepointedandturnedbackhisattentionto

Rea.“Sheisaclassmate,shehasloadsheddingat

herhouseandaskedtodoherassignmenthere.”

Unsureofwhyhewasexplaininghimselftoher,she

justnoddedjustasherstomachgrumbledwith

hunger.Hetookoutfivepacketsofnoodlesand

quicklypreparedthem beforedishingforRea.He



pouredheraglassofjuice.

“Eat,Iam goingtotakeabath.”

Hewalkedtothebathroom andclosedthedoor

behindhim.KatlopausedandlookedatReaeating.

“So…howoldareyou?”

Realookedatherchewingthenswallowed.“17.”

“Areyouhiscousin?”

Sheshookherheadno.

“Whoareyouthen?”

“I…heismycousin’sboyfriend.”

Katlochuckled.“Whatareyoudoingwithyour

cousin’sboyfriendthen?”

Realookedathersilently.

“Whoneedsenemieswhenwehavecousins?Don’t

youfeelashamedrunningforhelpfrom your

cousin’sboyfriendsolateatnightoryoubrought

yourcoochietobefucked?Youareasnake,avery

bigpoisonoussnake,Iwonderifyourcousinknows

youareeyingherman.Whatawow!Youhavemade



yourselfthemadam ofthehouse.”

RealookedatKatlo’sshortsandtheseethroughtop

thatshowedherbra.Shehadonreallylongbraids

thattouchedherbuttandshewassolight.

“Youareanembarrassmenttobehonest,coming

hereaskingformoneyfrom yourcousin’sboyfriend.

Andtothinkyouarenoteven18yet,areyoutrying

tosendhim tojailfordefilement?Youaresoyoung

tobethiskindofperson,nnana,gobackhomeija!

Youshouldbereadingathomenotchasingafter

menlikeawhore.”

Realookedatthefoodforamomentthencontinued

eatinginsilencewhileKatloturnedbacktoher

laptop.MinuteslaterRyanwalkedoutinonlyhis

shortsdryinghishair.HelookedoveratKatlo.

“Areyoualmostdone?Thecombi’swillrunout.”

“Iknow,Idon’tknowhowlongthiswilltake.Iwillget

acabhomeifthecombisarefinished.”

“Letmesee.”

Shehandedhim thelaptopthenRyanlookedatitfor



awhile.“Thisiseasy.”

Hequicklytypedonherlaptopforawhilethen

handeditback.“Andthat’sall.”

“Wow!Thanks.”

“It’sok,stilltakingthecab?”

Shelookedathim forawhile.“Uhyeah,letmecallit.

OrIcanwalktothebusstopwithher,isshegoing

rightnow?”

“ReaisnotgoingbutifyouwantIcanwalkyouto

thebusstop.”

“Yeah,thecabwilltakealongtimetoarrive.”

Hegrabbedat-shirtandwalkedoutwithher.Rea

quicklywashedherplateandglassthenplacedher

schoolbagatthecornerofthehouse,Shelookedat

herembarrassingshoesandquicklytookthem off

andshovedthem inherschoolbag.Sheopenedhis

bathroom door.Withasighshetookoffhersocks

staringathiswetfloorandwalkedinclosingthe

doorbehindher.Heonlyhadashower,shequickly

undressedandwentunderthewarm water.She



couldn’tevenrememberwhenlastshetookanice

showerbutitfeltsonicebathingwithunlimited

water.Shereachedoverforherpantyanduseditto

bath,hissoapsmeltsonice.Minuteslatershe

grabbedawhitefluffytowelandwrappeditaround

herselfthentookhissoapandwashedheruniform

inthesink.Aftershewasdone,shereachedforhis

mopandmoppedhisentirebathroom before

walkingoutbarefooted.Ryanlookedatherseating

onthebed.

“Iwashedmyuniform.”

“Ok,letmehangitoutsideforyou.Noonewillsteal

it.”

Hegotupandtooktheuniform outside.Seconds

laterhewalkedbackinandfoundherstillstanding

coveredinthebigtowel.Heopenedhiswardrobe

andtookoneofhist-shirts.

“Youcanwearthis,it’slong.”

“Thankyou.”

Shewentbackinsidethebathroom whereshetook

offthetowelandhungitontherailwhereshehad



founditthenputonthet-shirt.Itreachedbelowher

knees,shewalkedoutthensatonthebed.

“Thankyou.”

“Doesithurt?”

“Abit.Shedidn’tbeatmetoomuchtoday.”

“Youneedtotellyourunclewhat’sgoingon.You

can’tstickupforthis.”

“IknowbutlasttimeItriedtellinghim,hedidn’t

believemebecausehehadalreadybeentoldlies.”

“Whenyouare18youcangetthehouse.”

“TheysaidIcanonlygetitwhenIam 21.”

“Who?Thelawyer?”

“No,myuncle.”

“Didyourparentsleavebehindawill?”

“No.Justthehouseinmyname.”

“Youruncletoldyouthat?”

“Yes.”

“Andheisthesamemanwhotoldyouthatyouwill



takethehousewhenyouare21?”

“Yes.”

“Butthat’snotwrittenanywhere?”

“Yes.Iwantthehouse.MmagweJuniorsaidIcan

getthehouseonceIam 18.”

“Yes,youwillbelegalthenandyoucantakeyour

sisterandbeherguardian.”

“That’swhatIwanttodo.Ican’twaittillIam 21.I

don’tknowwhatIam goingtodobutIam takingthe

house.”

“That’sasmartmove,youdon’tevenneedalawyer

forthat.”

Reagotupandwenttoherbagwhereshetooka

pagefrom theadvertiserthatwasbetweenher

books.Sheshowedhim anadvert.

“Shewantstoselltheplot.”

“What?”

Shesmiled.“Yes.Iknowshecan’tsellitbecauseit’s

nothers.ShethinksIdon’tknow.ShethinksIam



stupid.Ihavebeentakingherabuseforfartoolong

butsoonIwon’thaveto.IfIreportherIam scared

wewillbesenttoanotherrelativeorIwillbe

separatedfrom mysister.Idon’twantthatto

happen.Theyearisalmostover.It’salmostover.I

am notgoingtodoanythingtoAuntie,Godwilldeal

withher.”

“Iam gladyouhaveaplaninmotion.Bytheway,

whichexam areyouwritingtomorrow?”

“Nothingtomorrow.Butthedayafterit’s

Geography.”

“IdidGeographybackinhighschool.Icanhelpyou,

doyouhaveyourbooks?”

“Yes.”

ShegotherbookthenRyanpagedthroughlooking

athernotes.

***

Backathome,Seneolaidsilentlyonthemattress



unabletostophertears.NotknowingwhereRea

wasmadeherheartpoundsomuch.Moitoiknocked

onthedoor.

“Seneo,open.”

SeneoslowlygotupandopenedthenMoitoiwalked

inandlookedatthecandlewhichwasalmost

finished.

“Ibroughtyoufood.”

“IwantRea.”

“Reawillbefine.”

“Sheisaloneoutthere,howcanyousayshewillbe

finewhenyourmothersenthertothewolves?

Whereisshesupposedtogetthatmoney?”

“Iwillmakeaplan.Don’tworry.TomorrowReawill

behere.Sheissafe,trustme.Youneedtoeat.”

“Whydoesyourmotherhateussomuch?”

“IwishIknew.Eat.TodayIwillsleepherewithyou.

AndIgotpapa’snumbersoIam goingtogeta

phoneandcallhim tomorrow.Hewillknowthetruth,

theentiretruth.”



SeneohuggedherthenMoitoismiledwrappingher

armsaroundher.

***

Insidethemainhouse,Rea’sauntdishedforherself

inthekitchentalkingonthephone.

“Iwanttoselltheplot.”

“Youcan’tdothat,unlessReasignsitovertoyou

butshecanonlydothatoncesheis18.Unlessshe

isdead.Idon’tknowWinnie.Idon’tknowwhyyou

wanttoselltheplotwhenit’snotyours.Does

Dumisoknowaboutthis?”

“Iam tellingyouasmysistertohelpmelookfor

buyers.”

“Youcan’tsellitWinnie.Idon’tthinkshewillagree

togiveittoyoueitherway.Youmistakenthatgirl’s

quietnessforstupidity.Sheonlyhastobe18totake

thatplotandthereisnothingyouwilldoaboutit.”



Meanwhile,Tshidisneakedinhermother’sbedroom

andopenedherhandbag,shegotonlyP200which

wasbarelyenoughtocoverthecostsoffixingher

tooth.Justassheopenedanotherziptosearchfor

moremoney,thedooropenedandhermother

walkedin.Shejumpeddroppingthebagwiththe

P200inherhands.

.

.

.
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“Whatareyoudoing?”

Tshegoswallowedhardunabletotoopenhermouth

tosaysomething.

“Whatareyoudoinginmybag?”

“Iwaslookingforyouridentitycard.Iwantto

registerforacoursesotheyneedmyparent’sID

number.”Shepickedhermother’shandbagputting

everythingbackthensighedturningbacktoher

mother.

“Whatcourseareyouregisteringforandwhere?”

“It’sabakingcourse.”

“Where?”

“Itrecentlyopened.”

Winnielookedatherdaughterforawhile.“Ok,Iwant



toseedocumentsfrom thatschoolandalsoIneed

theirnumberssoIcancontactthem.Theyshould

haveallthat,Iwanttoseethat.”

“Ok,butIdon’thavethem today,Iwasgoingtosend

anemailregistering.”

“BringeverythingIneedtoknowabouttheschool

tomorrow.”

“Ok.”

“IwanttoaskyousomethingandIwantyoutobe

honest.”

Tsegotookadeepbreath.“Ok.”

“Didyoutakemymoney?”

“What?”

“DidyoutakemymoneyTshegofatso?”

“MamaIam notathief.”

“Itwon’tbeyourfirsttimestealingmymoney.Moitoi

saysReadidn’tgetinthehouseinthemorningand

honestlymybagwasinmybedroom tillIbroughtit

outinthemorningwhenIwantedtogoout.Iput



thatmoneylastnightandIsleptwithmyhandbag,

Readidn’tgetinmybedroom,Imayhavebeen

sleepingbutsheneverentersthisroom.Mymoney

wentmissingwhenallthekidswereatschool.It

wasmeandyouhere.”

Tshegotearfullylookedathermother.“MamaI

didn’ttouchyourbag,whyareyouaccusingme?

AndwhywouldItakesuchalotofmoney?”

“Idon’tknowTshego,togetthatweaveinyour

head.”

“ThisisLaone’sweavebutyoucancallherand

confirm.Ididn’ttakeyourmoney,Iswear.Ijustwish

youwouldtrustmemore.Iam tryingtobeabetter

person,doingeverythingyouwantyetit’snot

enough.”

“Ijustwanttoknowwhostolemymoney.”

“Lastnightyoucamehomedrunk,youmightnot

haveheardsomeonegettinginsideyourbedroom.

OrmaybeitwasMoitoi,shetookittohelpRea.”

“Moitoiisnotathief.”



“Ofcauseyouwillsaythatbecausesheisyour

favorite.”

“Idon’twanttofightwithyou.”

“TodayIwenttoseemyboyfriendandIfoundRea

thereinthemorning.Shewaswithhim andshe

attackedme.Ievendamagedmytooth.”

Tshegotookoutherphoneandshowedhermother.

“Readidthis?”

“Yes.”

“Ican’tbelievethisgirl!”

“Iam goingtoforgiveher,shecanhavehim,it’sher

choiceifshewantstodateoldmen.”

“Howoldisyourboyfriend?”

“25.”

“Iam goingtoreporthim,Readoesn’tknowme,next

thingshewantstotellpeopleIwasforcingherto

sleepwithgrownmen.”

“Ngng,letherbe.Idon’twanttofight.Iam goingto

moveonwithmylife.”



Tshegowalkedwhilehermothershookherhead.

Hereyesfellonherhandbag,sheslowlywalkedover

andlookedatherbagforamoment.Sheshookher

headindenialbutsheknewthetruthdeepdown.

ShewalkedoutandfollowedTshegotoherroom

andfoundherlyingonthebed.ShepickedTshego’s

handbagandsearcheditcomingupwithP300.

“Wheredidyougetthis?”

“Ryangaveittome.”

“IfyouaretheonestealingmymoneyIam goingto

throwyououtofthishouse.Ihavehearditwithyour

thievingways.”

***

AtRyan’shouse,RyanlookedatReadosingoffwhile

thestickynoteswithkeypoints.Heclosedher

notebookandputitaside.

“Rea,youshouldsleep.”

Shesnappedhereyesopen.“Ishouldread.”

“No,youshouldsleep.Letmeseeyourwoundfirst.”



Hetookthestickynotesfrom herandputeverything

down.

Shewatchedhim changethebandage.“Isit

painful?”

“Whenyoupressit.”

“Ok.Getin.”Heopenedtheduvetforher.

Sheslowlygotinundertheduvet.

“IwouldsleeponthefloorbutIdon’thavespare

blanketssowejusthavetosharethebed.Don’t

worry,Iwon’tdoanythingtoyou,Ipromise.”

Heswitchedoffthelightandjoinedheronthebed

astherainpouredovertheroof.Shesighed

wonderingwhatSeneowasgoingtodoallalone,

whenitrainedtheyusuallyheldeachothertightly.

“Areyouok?”

“Seneomustbefrightened.”

“Don’tworrysomuch,somethingtellsmesheisnot

alone.”

“Howismedicine?”



“Nice,interesting,youwanttostudymedicine?”

“No,Nursing.”

“Whynursing?”

“Itonlytakesfouryears.”

Ryanlaughed.“Youcanbewhateveryouwanttobe

Rea,theyearswillgoonbysofast.”

“Medicineneedalotofyears,Idon’twanttospend

mywholelifelearning,Iwanttowork.Iwantto

makemoney.”

Thelightningsoundstartledhermakingherheart

race.

“Lightningscaresyou?”

“No.”

“Yourvoicessellsyouaway.”Heshiftedcloserand

pulledherinhisarms.“Youcannowsleep.”

Strangely,Rearelaxedinhisarmsbreathinginhis

scentclosinghereyes.Feelingherbodyonhismade

hisheartbeatabnormally.Hestrokedherbackfora

whilelisteningtohersoftlybreathing.Ifanything



everfeltperfectitwasthatmomentandhewishedit

wouldlastforever.

“Rea?”

“Rra?”

“Ithoughtyouweresleeping.”

Sheputherarm onhiswaistwithadeepsigh,her

headstillonhischestandhereyesclosed.“Iam

scared.”

“Scaredofwhat?”

“Idon’tknow…everything.”

Heheldhertighterremainingsilent.

***

ThefollowingmorningRyanopenedhiseyesand

foundReafixingherschooltie.Heslowlygotup

gettinghisphoneandcheckedthetime.

“Whattimedoyougotoschool?”



“Early.”

“Butyouhavenoexam today.”

“Iam goingtoread.”

“Letmebath,Iwilltakeyouhome.”

“Youdon’thaveto.Iknowmywayhome.”

“Iam takingyouhome,eitherway,youstillwantthat

P600right?”

Reanodded.

“Ok,wewilldrawthemoneyatGameCity.”

Hegotinsidehisbathroom whileshewentoverto

hiskettleandheatedthewaterwhilepouring

cornflakesinabowl.Shethoughtfullytookouther

lunchboxfrom herbagandputsomecornflakes

insideaddingthesugarandhispowderedmilkinher

bowlandinthelunchbox.Shetookthehotwater

andpouredthenclosedherlunchboxbeforetaking

herbowl.ShesatdownswitchingontheTV.

MinuteslaterRyanwalkedoutwithonlyatowelon

hiswaist.

“Didyoumakesomethingformetoo?”



“Youarehungry?”

Helaughed.“OfcauseIam hungryRea.”

“Youwantcornflakes?”

“Yeah,whateveryouarehaving.”

Shegotupandmadehisbowlwhileheputonat-

shirtgettingbacktothebathroom withhispants.

Reafinishedherfoodashestartedeating.

“IputsomeforSeneo.Sheishungry.”

“That’sok.Youcangetherthelastappleinthe

fridgetoo.”

Shesmiledbeautifully.“Ok.”

Hefinishedeatingthenputonhisshoesand

brushedhishairbeforegrabbinghissmallbag.“We

cango.”

Reapickedherschoolbagthenwalkedtothedoor

wherehewasstandingblockingthepath.

Hewipedoffthecornerofherlipswithhisthumb.

“Wajola?(Areyoudating?)”

“Rra?”



“Youheardme.”

Shelookeddownshyly.“Ngng.(No.)”

“Wareng?Wajola?(Whatareyousaying?Areyou

dating?)”

“Nyaarra.(No.)”

“Haveyoueverdated?”

Sheshookherheadfeelingherfaceheatup.“No.”

Ryantiltedherchinandlookedinherbigeyes.“You

arenowdatingok?”

“Rra?”

“Youheardme,stopmakingrepeatmyself.Youare

minegoingforward.JustweekstillIcanseeyou

properlybutfornowwearegoingtobecareful.I

don’twanttogotojailfordefilement.Rightbabe?”

“Tshego-“

“Idon’twanttohearthatnamefrom yourlipswhen

youarewithme,am Iclear?”

Shelookedinhisseriouseyes.“Ehrra.”



“Haveyoueverkissed?”

“No.”

Ryanleanedoverandkissedherignoringthevoicein

hisheadscreamingitwasabadidea.Theirlipsmet,

hisheartracedsofastashekissedherfeelinga

sparkoffiresetoffhisentirebody.Reaslowly

movedherlipsagainsthisunabletocontrolherself

feelinggoosebumpsallover.Ryansealeditoffwith

ababykissthensteppedbackbreathingheavily.

“Understood?”

“Ehrra.”

“Let’sgo.”

Shesteppedout,herkneesfeelingsoweakshe

couldsweartheywouldgiveinandlandherrighton

thepavement.Mrs.Emerson’sdogsbarkedatthem

thenReaquicklygrabbedhist-shirt.

“Igotyou,relax.”

***



RyanwalkedReatothegateandlookedattheir

house.

“Iwillcomeandseeyoulater,around10butifyour

auntharassesyou,comehome.”Hehandedherthe

keys.“Iwillfindyouthere,todayIam cominghome

abitlate,Ihavealessonthatendsat1900hrs.There

isfood,youmakeaplanforus.”

“Ok.”

Heleanedoverandkissedher.“Sharp.”

Reablushedthenwalkedinsidethegate,sheturned

andfoundhim stillstandingstaringather.She

turnedawayandcontinuedwalking.

***

SeneoopenedhereyestoMoitoishakingher.

“Ng?”

“Wakeup.Rea…”

Shequicklygotup.“Where?”



“Outside.”Seneoopenedthedoorgoingoutsidethen

lockedeyeswithhersister.Shequicklyhuggedher.

“Rea!”

“Itoldyou.”

“Yousmellnice,andyouruniform looksironed.You

lookdifferent.”

“Letmemakefiresoyoucanbath.”

“No,Iwillbathcoldwater.”

“Seneono,youwillcatchflue.”

“Idon’twantauntytoseeyou,warmingwaterwill

takealongtime.”

Moitoinodded.“Yes,comewithmeSeneo,shewill

bathwithmeinside.”

Reashookherhead.“Auntiewillhurther.”

“Sheissleeping.HurrySeneo.”

Reawatchedthem worriedlyastheywalkedinside

thehouse.Shegotinsidetheirsmallroom and

quicklycleanedthemess.



Sheputthelunchboxdowngettingimpatient.Seneo

hurriedinthenquicklystarteddressing.

“Sowheredidyousleep?”

“Atafriend’s.”

“Whatfriend?Youhavebeensmilingnonstop.”

“Apararetsamaye.(Dressupsowego.)”

‘Ngng,wheredidyousleep?Whichfriend?Moitoi

toldmethatyoumusthavewenttoRyan’shouse.”

“Shhh…”

“Youwentthere?Lajola?(Ya’llaredatingnow?)”

“No,Ididn’tgothere.Dressup.”

Seneorolledhereyes.“Iam notsoyounganymore

Rea.Youaresmilinglikeafool.”

“Iwillbeatyou.Dressup.”

Seneofinisheddressingthentheywalkedoutjust

Moitoiwalkedout.Togethertheywalkedtoschool

whileMoitoiandSeneoteasedher.
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Reawalkedoutofthemainhallafterwritingherfinal

exam withMoitoibyhersideandtogetherthey

madetheirwaytothegate.

“GoshIfeelsofree.”

Realaughed.“Tellmeaboutit,nomorestress.”

“IhopeatleastIhave36points,ifIhavethatthenI

am good.”

“Iam goingtoRyan’shouse.”

Moitoilaughed.“Ok,Iam goinghome,Iam sotired.”

“WhenSeneocomes-“

“Iwilltellhertowashheruniform.It’sok.”

“Thankyousomuch.”

“Bye,don’tgetpregnant.”

Realaughedasshejumpedinthecombi.Shetooka



deepbreathunabletohelphersmilewhilethecombi

moved.Awhilelatershepaidsteppingoutand

walkedtohishouse.Mrs.Emerson’scarpulledup

assheapproachedthegatethenshestoppedrolling

downherwindowwithasmile.

“HiRea!”

“GoodafternoonMrs.Emerson.”

“Ohsilly!CallmeSarah.Howareyou?”

“Iam fine.”

“Thatisgreat.Comeonin,youwouldbeproudto

knowthosebiganimalsaregone.”

ReasmiledasMrs.Emersondrovein,shefollowed

behindandwentstraighttoRyan’shousethen

unlockedgettingin.Shelookedathismessand

sighedtakingoffhershoes.Shetookadresshehad

boughtherweeksbackandchangedintoitputting

heruniform andshoesinhiswardrobe.She

connectedhisUSBstickonthebigspeaker,she

wenttoherfavoritesongandsmiledcleaninghis

housewhilesingingalong.



Shewashedalltheplatesthatlookedliketheyhad

beendirtyforawhile.Afterthat,sheneatlyfixedhis

wardrobefoldinghisclothesthentookthedirtyones

tothebathroom whereshewashedthem.Awhile

latershethrewherselfonthebedexhausted

switchingontheTV.

Acardroveinoutside,shepausedbutthenfigured

maybesomeonefrom Mrs.Emerson’shousetillshe

heardvoicesandfootstepsapproaching,Ryan’s

voicetheloudestasusual.Shejumpeddownthe

bedwithapoundingheart.Thedooropenedthen

Ryanwalkedinfollowedbyobviouslyhismotherand

hisyoungersister.

Rea’sheartpoundedevenmorefaster.

“MamathisisRea,Reathisismymotherandthatis

myyoungersister,Kagiso.”

Hismotherwalkedovertoher.“Howoldisshe?She

looksyoung.”

“Sheis19.”

Hismothersmiled.“Atleast,howareyouRea?”



“Iam finemathankyou.”

“Wearesorrytojustcomeunannounced,youseem

shockedtoseeus,webroughthim somefood.”

KagisohandedReathecasseroleoffoodwitha

smile.“Iloveyourhair.Allnatural?”

“Yes.”

“Wow,it’s…alotandbig.Iloveit.”

“Thankyou.”

“OkKagiso,let’sgo.ByeRea!”

Theybothwalkedoutgiggling,Ryanturnedbackto

Reatakingoffhist-shirt.“Hey…twominutes.”

Hewalkedinsidetheshowerwhilesheputthe

casseroledownandopened,thefoodlookedso

good.Sheclosedthecasseroleandputitinthe

fridgewheretherewasonlyafewthings.Shetook

outabottleofwaterandpouredforherselfbefore

puttingthebottlebackinthefridge.Ryanwalkedout

withatowelonhiswaistdrippingwet.

“Doyouthinkyourmotherlikesme?”



“Yeah,itlookedlikeit.”Hehuggedherfrom behind

kissingherneck.“Thehouselooksclean,thankyou.”

“Youareapig.Atleastpickuptheclothesyouput

onthefloororavoidcomingfrom thebathroom wet

messingthefloorIhavemoped,youcanalsotry

cleaningafteryourself,youwon'tdie.”

Heturnedheraroundandkissedherhardparalyzing

hertoherspot.“Iam sorry,nexttime.Howwasyour

exam?”

“Fine.Iam sogladIam done.HopefullyIdidwell.”

“Youworkedhard,thereisnothingtoworryabout.

Letmeorderpizza,areyougoodwiththat?”

“Aren’tyouonbudget?”

“Allowanceisin,spoilingmygirlwon’thurt.”

Realaughedhugginghim.“Iwouldlovepizza.You

aregoingtogotoAmericaandmeetbeautifulgirls

andyouwillforgetme,whenyoucomebaththere,o

nchomelasekgoagoneha.”

Ryanpickedherupandwalkedwithhertothebed

wherehelaidherdowndialingdebonnairs.



“Thatwon’thappen.”

Heputhishandinsideherdresstalkingtothephone.

Hesoonhungupandgotontopofherkissingher.

Herdresswentovertoherwaistashesettled

betweenherlegs.Hepausedandtookoffthedress

thensqueezedherfullfirm breastwithatinygrunt.

Heleanedoverandkissedherbreast,Reamoaned

softlywhilehegrindedhiserectiononher.He

hookedherpantyandpulleditdownherlegs.His

eyesfellonhershavedpussywhilehisdickthrew

eventhicker.Hetookoffthetowelandrubbedhis

dickonherslitlookinginhereyesfightingwith

himself.

Hecouldjustwaittillshewas18butdesiremadeit

sohardtothinkclearly.Reamoanedatthe

sensationshewasfeelingsqueezingherownbreast.

Hepulledhercloserpressinghisdickonher

entranceand#removed.



OppositePolesAttract

#7

#removed

Hetookoffthetowelandrubbedhisdickonherslit

lookinginhereyesfightingwithhimself.

Hecouldjustwaittillshewas18butdesiremadeit

sohardtothinkclearly.Reamoanedatthe

sensationshewasfeelingsqueezingherownbreast.

Hepulledhercloserpressinghisdickonher

entranceandpushedin.Reafrownedtearfullytrying

tomovebackbutRyan’sholdonherwaistwasjust

tight.Heforcefullypushedintillthetipbroke

through.Hegruntedashertightnessclenched

aroundhim.

“Fuck!!Shit!”

Reascreamedpushinghim back.

“Babe…lookatme…relax.Justrelax.”



“Ryan…it’spainful.”

“Relax,Iwillbegentle.”Heleanedoverandkissed

her.“Iloveyou.”

Shetearfullyswallowedhardthenhepushedfurther

in,stretchingherlittleholebeyondshecouldfeelher

pussytearing.

Tearsescapedhereyes.“Ryan…stop,weneedto

useacondom.”

“Idon’thaveany,gapeIam alreadyinside.”

Hegentlystruckherwithhalfhisdick.Herjuices

slowlycoatedhisdickasheslowlythrustinandout.

Pleasureslowlykickedin,Ryanleanedoverand

kissedherwhileworkinghimselffurtherinwitheach

thrust.Unabletocontrolhimself,hepushedhis

entirelengthinsidethatsweetpussyandgroaned

deepinside.Reapushedhischest.

“Don’tpushme.”

“It’spainful.”

“Youareabiggirlbabe,ifyoutenseupit’sgoingto

hurt,lewenarelax.Fuckyoucan’tdenymethis…”



Sheletgothenhebegunpoundingintoherdigging

moreinside.Thegentlenessseemedtoslipaway

whilehedrilledher.

“Ryanslowdown…”

Ryansqueezedherbreast,hisdickgoinginoutof

her.Heseemedtobeheaven,enjoyingeverythrust

becauseitcamewithagruntinherear.Reamoaned

softlyfeelingthatrushofpleasurecomeback.Her

pussyreleasedmorejuicesashermoansgotlouder.

Thepleasureseemedtobegettingmorewitheach

thrust,sheopenedherlegsevenmore.Goditfeltso

good,morethanwhatsheusuallyfelt.Hismovedhis

flexiblewaisthittingacertainspotinherthathad

hercurlinghertoes.Hetappeditoverandover

pushinghertotheedge.

“Ryan….”

Reaclosedhereyeswithamoandigginghernails

onhisbackwhileherwholebodyconvulsed.Ryan

fuckedherevenharderlosingitthenfilledhertiny

pussyupwithaloudgrunt.

“Fuck!”



Helookedatherbreathingheavilyshiveringthen

kissedherbeforeslidingoutandlayingbesideher.

Hepulledhercloserkissingherforeheadwhilehis

semenleakedfrom herpussy.

.

.

Reaclosedhereyeswithamoandigginghernails

onhisbackwhileherwholebodyconvulsed.Ryan

fuckedherevenharderlosingitthenfilledhertiny

pussyupwithaloudgrunt.

“Fuck!”

Helookedatherbreathingheavilyshiveringthen

kissedherbeforeslidingoutandlayingbesideher.

Hepulledhercloserkissingherforeheadwhilehis

semenleakedfrom herpussy.

“Youdidn’tuseacondom Ryan…”

“Iknow.”

“Butyouknowmystatus.”



“Iknow.Yourviralloadislow.”

“Thatdoesn’tmeanyoucanjustdecidetonotusea

condom,whatifyouarepartofthe1%whichis

unlucky?”

“Babe,Iam adoctor.”

“Thatdoesn'tmeananythingwhenyoujustdecide

nottouseacondom.Idon’twantababytoo.Ican’t

affordtobringababyintothisworld.”

“Wewillgetyouanemergencypill.Don’tworry.”

Hisphonestartedringing,hesteppeddownandtook

itanswering.“Yeah?”

“Hey,it’sKatlo,areyouatschool?”

“No.”

“Iwantedhelpwithsomething,youarehome?”

“Yesbutmygirlfriendishere.”

“Itwon’ttakemuchofyourtime.”

“No,itwon’twork.”

“Aoorra,gorilengyaana?Thesedaysit’slikeyouare



avoidingme.”

“Iam,IknowwhatyousaidtoReathattimeandI

didn’tlikeit.”

“Ok,youhaveeveryrighttobeupset,Ishouldn’t

havespokentoherthatwaybutmaybeshegotthe

wrongimpressionofwhatIwasreallysaying.Kana

sheisakidand-“

“Ithinkyouhavesaidenough.Bye,pleaseletthisbe

thelasttimeyoucallme.”

Hehungupandblockedherthengotbackinbed

wherehekissedareaagaingettingontopofher.

“Again?”

“Onelasttime.”

Hekissedheropeningherlegswider.

***

Katlolookedatherphoneindisbeliefthensighed

gettingup.Herroommatelookedather.



“Gorileng?”

“MmaRyanhasblockedme.”

“Youmeanthatcuteguy?Whatdidyoudo?”

“IwenttohishousetheothertimeandIfounda

schoolgirlthere,thegirlwassodirty,from headto

toe.HewasjustalloverherandIknewhewantedto

smashsowhenhelefttobath,Ihadalittletalkwith

thisgirlonlytofindoutthatRyanishercousin’s

boyfriend.Sonowshetoldhim Ispoketoherrudely

andhedoesn’twantnothingtodowithme.”

“Girls!”

“Mxm,Iam goingthere.Wearegoingtotalkfaceto

face.Iam goingtogetmyman.”

“Yeswenagirl!”

Katlolaughedputtingonherdressandsandalsthen

walkedoutwithherhandbag.

***



MeanwhileMoitoiwalkedfrom thetuckshopsucking

herredlollipopthenacarpulledupbesideher.She

lookedoverattheHiluxandsighedwalkingpastit.

Thedriverrolleddownhiswindow.

“Hi…”

Moitoiturnedandlookedathim,notasoldasshe

wasthinking.Heactuallylookedgoodwiththat

RickyRickbearedgoingonandthedarkchocolate

skin.

“Dumelang..”

“Iam lost,Iam lookingforhousenumber5546,a

plotbeingsold.”

Moitoitookadeepbreath.“Unfortunatelyit’snotfor

saleanyore.”

“Ijustspoketotheownerminutesback.”

“MynameisMoitoi,thatplotismycousin’sandshe

isnotsellingit.Mymother,herselfappointed

guardianwantstosellit.Youalsocan’tbuyit

becausemyfatherismycousin’sguardian,noteven

legalguardianbutjustthatafterthedeathofmy



cousin’sparents,papadecidedtotakethem in.Now

heleftforstudyingandmymotherthinksshecan

selltheplotwhichisbyfarlegallyhers.Noonecan

becausenoonewasassignedasmycousin’slegal

guardian.Soplease,saveyourselfthefuelandgo

backorwasteyourtimeandbescammed.”

Themansmiledstaringather.“OkMoitoi,Ireally

appreciateallyouhavetoldme.Iam goingtosave

myfuel.”

“Youshould.”

“MynameisBensonbytheway.”

“Ok.”

Sheturnedandwalkedawaywhilehewatchedthen

heshookhisheadturninganddrivingaway.

***

Athome,Moitoiwalkedintheyardandrolledher

eyesstaringathermother’scar.Shewalkedinside

themainhousetogotoherroom butpaused



listeningtohermothertalkinginthekitchen.

“Sohowlongwillittakeforthistoactuallyhappen?...

Iwantitdonequickly…ok…shewillbethere…ok

bye.”

Moitoiwatchedhermotherwalkfrom thekitchen

holdingherphone.

“Moitoi…Iam goingtovisitafriend.”

“Whatfriend?”

“Youdon’tknowher.Bytheway,IwanttotalktoRea,

whereisshe?”

“ShewentwithShaditoherhouse.”

“Bathong,why?It’sherlastdayhere.”

“Whatdoyoumean?”

“Sheisgoingtohergrandmother’stomorrow.”

“Why?Soyouhavebeenpretendingtohavechanged,

evenmovedthem inthemainhouseonlytosend

them away.”

“Seneoisstaying.”



“Ican’tbelieveyou.”

“Youdon’tagreewithmydecision?Goaheadand

reportmetoyourfatherMoitoi,youaregoodatit

right?TellSeneoshecanwatchTV.”

Shewatchedherwalkawaythenwalkedtotheroom

whereSeneowas.

“Reaisgoingaway?”

Moitoilookedathersadlyandnodded.

***

Katlowalkedinsidethegateandwentstraightto

Ryan’shouse.Shepausedlisteningtosexualsounds

from insidethehouse.Sheswallowedandknocked

onthedoor.

“Ryan!”

Shewaitedbutthesexualsoundswenton,she

knockedagaincallingouthisname.Thesounds

wentonforalittlewhilethenhefinallyopenedthe

doorinonlysweatpants.



“Whatareyoudoinghere?”

“Icametoseeyou.Canwetalk?”

“Ihavenothingtodiscusswithyou.Youare

beginningtoannoyme.Itoldyounottocallmenot

foryoutocometomyhouse.Iwantnothingtodo

withyou.Leave.”

Heclosedthedooronherface.Katloremained

standingshocked.

***

Inhercar,Winniestoppedthecarataredtrafficight

thentookputherringingphone.Shesmiledstaring

atherhusband’snamethenanswered.

“Babe…”

“Winnie,canwetalk.”

“Whatisit?”

“WitheverythingthatIhaveheardaboutyoulately,I

havebeenthinking…”



“Theliesyoumean?”

“No,thetruth,Iknoweverythingthat’sgoingon.You

abusingmybrother’skidsandall.Iknow.”

“Thosearelies.”

“Idoubt,Iwantadivorce.YouarenotthewomanI

married.”

Theredtrafficlightchangedthenshedrovetothe

sideoftheroadwheresheparked.“Isthisajoke?”

“No.Iwantoutofthisrelationship.Ihavehaditwith

you.”
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LaterthatdayRyanhandedReatheemergencypill

andwater.

“Drink.”

Shesmiledanddrank.“Thankyou.”

“Youwereright,Iwascareless,itwon’thappenagain.

Igotyousomething.”

Realookedathim curiously.“What?”

Hetookoutabankcardfrom FNB.“Iopeneda

savingsaccountforyourmoney.Iputitallinsoyou

cannowaccessitwhenyouneedit.ThePINis1789.

Keepthiswithyou,youneverknowwhenyouwill

needit.IwillsacrificedepositingP300foryoueach

monthgoingforwardsoyoucandoyourhair,ifnot

yourpersonalthings.Idon’twantyoutaking

handoutsanymore.”



“Ryanthat’salotofmoney.”

“It’snot,butit’ssomething.Iloveyourhairbutnow

youcanplaitwhatyouwant.”

TearsfilledRea’seyes.“Thankyou.”

“Ispoketoafriendofmine,hestudiedlawandheis

readytohelpyou,freeofcharge.Ibriefedhim on

everything,heispositivethingswillworkoutforyou

andSeneo.”

“Thankyou.”

Hehuggedher.“Igotyou.Anyways,youhavetogo

home.”

Reastoodupthentookthelunchboxwiththepizza

slicesshehadsavedforMoitoiandSeneo.They

walkedouttogetherandwenttothebusstopwhere

Reagotinthecombi.Shelookedatthesavingscard

andheldittightlywithasmile.Awhilelatershe

walkedinsidethehousepassingheraunt’scar

outside.Sheswallowedstaringatherauntseatedin

thesittingroom.

“Goodeveningauntie,IwentwithShaditoherhouse.



Iam sorryforcomingbacklate.”

Herauntlookedather.“Sit.”

Reaslowlysatwhileherheartpoundedsomuch.

“Iwanttotellyousomething.SomethingInevertold

you.Yearsback,backwhenIwasstillateenagerI

metaman.He…Ilovedhim somuch.Ilovedloved

him,hehadnothingbutitwasthatkindoflovethat

wasreal.HewaseverythingIhaveeverwantedina

man,hewasahustleranditwasn’tenoughbutI

couldunderstand.Myparentswerefarmersandwe

livedaprettycomfortablelife.Iwouldstealmoney

from them andgivehim.IwassoinloveIdidn’tsee

anythingbuthim.FortwoyearsIwaswithhim,my

bestfriendknewhim.OnedayIwenttoourusual

spotwherewemetbuthedidn’tshowup.Twodays

wentbyandIdidn’tseehim tillIheardfrom rumors

thathehadgottenmarried.Icouldn’tbelieveit,it

couldn’tbetruebecauseIhadgivenmyalltothis

manandhe…hewouldn’tdothattome.Thatwastill

Isawhim andhewaswithhiswife.Hiswifewasmy

bestfriend.ThebetrayalcutsodeepReatile.Itbroke

me.Ialmostdied,Icouldn’teat…Iwasjustwaiting



formydeath.Igotsosick,peoplesaidIhadthe

virusbutitwasallstress.Igothospitalized.My

heartwasbrokenbeyondrepair.Hesaidshewas

pregnantandhehadtodotherightfulthing.Hesaid

alot,alotthatcrushedme.Yearswentby,Imet

anotherman,thistimeIwascareful,Ikeptmyheart

lockedfrom hurtbuthewassuchasweetmanand

heeffortlesslywonme.Ifoundoutthathewas

brotherswiththemanIhadlovedwhenmybride

pricewasbeingpaid.Canyoubelieveit?Andthere

wasnothingIcoulddo.SoIgotmarriedandhad

childrenbutIwatchedmyfriendlivemylife.Have

kidswithmyman.Iwatchedherwalkdowntheroad

Iknewwasmeantformeandsheneverapologized

Rea.Sheneverapologizedforhowshehurtme.”

Rea’stearsrandownhercheekasshelookedather

Aunt’sowntears.

“Sheneversaidshewassorry!Shereapedmyheart

rightoutofmychestandneverapologizedRea.I

waitedandprayedforhertosufferbutGodseemed

toblesshermoreandmore.Myhusbandlosthisjob

whileherhusbandthatwasminewenthighupthe



ladder.ThebrothersweregoodandIhadtopretend

tobegoodbutIwashurting.Ineverhadfriends

from then.Thenshewasinvolvedinacaraccident.

Thenshediedtogetherwiththatman.Myhusband

tookherkidsbutlookingintoherolderdaughterI

seehereachandeveryday,thepaindoesn’tseem to

goawayReatile.Itdoesn’t.Iam expectingan

apologythatisnevergoingtocome,Iwantclosure,

herdeathdidn’tdoanythingtoreliefmeofthepainI

carry.Ioftenwonderwhatwaswrongwithme.

ShouldIhavehadherfaceormaybeherbodyor

maybeherchoppyloudvoice.Idon’tknowbutit

hurts.Idon’thateyou,Ijust…youlooksomuchlike

yourmother!”Hertearswethertop.“Youlookso

muchlikeher.Everything.Youremindmeofher.”

“Iam sorry.”

Sheputherhandsoverherfaceandsobbed.Rea

watchedsadlywhileherauntcried.Hearingthecries

Moitoiwalkedinsidethelivingroom andlookedat

hermothercrying.

“Reaisnothermother,yourhatredismisplaced.

Youhavebeenabusingherbecauseyouthinkshe



owesyousomething,sheisnothermotherandit’s

notherfaultthathermothertookherfather.You

havepapabutIguessforyouit’sneverenough

becauseyouhaveanothermaninyourhead.”

WinnieraisedherheadandlookedatMoitoi.“You

arerightandIam realizingthatmyangerisgoingto

costmealot.Reatile,Iam sorryabouteverything.I

am sorrytoSeneo,toyouMoitoi.Iam notabad

person,thispersonIhaveturnedintoisnotme.Iam

notthegreatestpersonouttherebutIam willingto

try.Weareafamily.Iam sorryforeverythingdear

child.Pleaseforgiveme.”

“It’sok.IlongforgaveyouandgaveitalltoGod.”

“AndIguessnowGodispunishingme.”Shestood

upthenstaggeredalmostfalling.Sheheldonthe

arm rest.“Ihaveareallysharpheadache,Iam going

toliedownforawhile.Reamychild,goandgetme

somegrandpa.”

ShetooktheP10from herauntwhothenwenttoher

bedroom.Moitoismiled.

“Everythingiscomingtogethernow.”



Reanodded.“AtleastnowIknow.”

“Iwillstartcooking.”

“Ok,Iam coming.”

SheslowlywalkedoutthenMoitoifollowedbehind

her.“Whatdidyoudo?Yourwalkisdifferent.”

“Huh?”

“Ihopeyouusedacondom,youdon’tneedababy

rightnow.”

Reasmiledandwalkedoutinthedusk.

***

Tshegotookadeepbreathapproachingthegateat

Ryan’shouse.Shepressedtheintercom twice

beforesheheardMrs.Emerson’svoice.

“Hi,who’sthere?”

“It’sTshego,Iam heretoseeRyan.”

“Ohok.”



Thegateslightlyopened,notnoticingthedogs

anywherecloseby,sherushedinsidegoingtothe

servant’squarters.SheknockedonRyan’sdoorwho

openedaminutelaterlookinglikehehadjustwoken

up.Hefrownedstaringather.

“Whatareyoudoinghere?”

“Icametoseeyou.”

“Areyoucrazy?”

“Iam sorryforhowthingsended,youwereright,and

Ihavechanged.”

“Ok,goodforyou.”

“Canwepleasefixthings?Iloveyou.”

“Iwantnothingtodowithyou.”

“IsitbecauseofRea?”

“LeaveReaoutofthis.”

“Iknowaboutyouandher.Youcan’tseriouslydate

mycousinRyan.Howdoyouexpectmetolookat

her?”

“NormallyorelseIwillhaveyousenttojail.Ihave



evidencethatyouoncetriedkillingher.”

TearsfilledTshego’seyes.“Iloveyou,whatshouldI

do?”

“Idon’tnowandIdon’tcare.WhatIknowisIwant

nothingtodowithyou.”

“Kantenerrakedireyang?Iwilldoanything.”

“Leave.”

“Ok,it’sfine.CanIpleaseusethebathroom?Iam

pressed.”

Hesighedlettingherin.Shewentinsidethe

bathroom andlookedatthepantywhichwasonthe

railwithasmile.Shetookoutherblackpantythat

shehadbroughtandreplacedit.Surelythatwould

breakitoff.KnowingRyanwouldneverdisposethe

bin,shetooktheusedcondom andthewrapperthen

threwitin.Sheflushedthetoiletandwalkedout.

“Thankyou.”

Ryanopenedthedoorthenshewalkedoutwitha

smile.Ryanopenedhisbathroom doortolookinside

buttherewasnothingoutoftheordinary.



***

Laterthatevening,Moitoilookedatthetimeand

sighedworriedly.ReaneversleptatRyan’shouseor

hadhepickedherupfrom thetuckshop?A

sickeningfeelingmadehergetupandwalkaround

theroom.Seneojoinedher.

“Isshebackyet?”

“No,butshewillsoonbehere.Iwillopenforher.”

“Ok.”

Seneowentbacktosleepjustasthedooropened.

Moitoi’sheartskippedbutshesighedstaringat

Tshegowalkingindrunk.Shewenttoherroom

wheresheclosedthedoor.Moitoiwaitedforawhile

thenfinallyfollowedafterherandfoundhersleeping

acrossthebed.Shepickedherphonewhichwason

thefloorandwalkedoutwithitscrollingthroughher

contactstillshegottoRyan’snumber.Shetappedit

andcalled.Thephonerangforawhiletillhefinally

picked.



“Hello?”

“Hi,it’Moitoi.”

“Oh,hey…”

“Iam sorrytocallinthislate,IsReathere?Ifsowill

shebesleepingthere?Iam feelingsleepy.”

“Whatdoyoumean?Realongcameback,didn’tshe

arrive?”

“Shedidbutmamasenthertothetuckshopandshe

nevercameback.”

“Iam notwithRea.”

Moitoiswallowedhard.“Thenwhereisshe?”

“Doesn’tshehaveafriendwhereshemighthave

gone?”

“Letmecheck.”

MoitoihungupanddialedShadi’snumber.

“Hello,Shadiit’sme,Moitoi.”

“Hi,kemmagweShadi,Shadiissleeping.”

“Oh,uhhisReathere?”



“No.”

“Ok,thankyou.”

Moitoi’sheartpoundedevenmorethensherushed

tohermother’sbedroom wherehermotherwas

sleeping.Sheshookher.

“MAMA!REAISMISSING!”

WinnieslowlyopenedhereyesandlookedatMoitoi.

“Whatisit?”

“Reanevercameback.”

“Whatdoyoumean?Didn’tyousaysheisbackand

thatsheissleepingbecausesheistired?”

“Ilied,somethingiswrong,Reaisnotyetback.”

Tshego’sphonerangthenMoitoiquicklypicked.

“Hello?”

“Didyoufindher?”

“No…Iam callingthepolice.”

“Ok,Iam coming.Findpeopleandgooutsearching.”

Hehungup.Winniequicklyputonherflipflops.“Iam



goingtothetuckshop.Iwilllookforher.”

Seneowalkedin.“WhereisRea?”

Moitoilookedatherdialingthepolice.“Wewillfind

her.Don’tworry,wewillfindher.”

***

MeanwhileWinnie’sheartpoundedsomuchshe

couldhearitbeathardagainstherchestasshe

walkedinthedarkness,fearwrappeditselfaround

herneckalmostchokingher.Shedraggedherfeet

tryingtowalkasquicklyasshecouldbutitwasasif

somethingwaspullingherback,stickingherfeet

intothegroundmakingeachstepheavyandmore

heavier.Herbreathingcameinloudgrasps.Alight

raindropletfellonherforeheadfollowedbythe

otherbutlikeshewasn’tfeelinganything,shekept

walking,herfeetknowingeachstepleadingherto

thetuckshop.
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Winniewalkedbackinsidetheyardastherainfell

heavily,shepassedthepolicecarwhichwasparked

outsideandwentinsidethehousedrippingwet.

Moitoiquicklystoodup.

“Didyoufindher?”

“MmagweLebo’sdaughtersaidshecamelooking

forgrandpabuttheydidn’thavesosheleft.Iwentto

theothertuckshopbutshenevergotthere.”

Thepoliceofficerslookedather.“Youareheraunt?”

“Yes.IsenthertogetmegrandpabecauseIhada

headache.Shenevercameback.”

“Whatwasshewearing?”

Moitoiturnedbacktothepolice.“Heruniform.She

waswearingheruniform,canwegoandsearchfor

her?”



“No,it’srainingsowe,thepolicewilllookforher.

Doesshehaveafriendorboyfriendwhereshecould

havegone?”

“Ialreadycalledherfriendandsheisnotthere.”

“Someonewhomighthavewantedtohurther?”

Moitoilookedatthepoliceofficerforawhileand

shookherhead.“Shedidn’thaveenemies.Wejust

finishedourform 5’stoday.”

“Ok,wewillstartlooking,canIseeapictureofher?”

“Wait…”

MoitoitappedRyan’snumberandcalledhim.

“Iam almostthere,haveyoufoundher?”

“Notyet.IneedRea’spictures.”

“Ok,letmesend.”

Thecallcutduetoinsufficientfunds.Tshegosat

quietlyonthecouchwithapoundingheart,she

lookedatSeneowhowassoquietshehadn’tsaida

singleword.Moitoipressedherphoneforawhile

thenhandedittothepolice.



“That’sher.”

***

RyanturnedinRea’sstreetthenKabolookedathim.

“Howareyougoingtoexplainyourrelationshipwith

Reatothepolice?”

“Idon’tknowbutIswearherauntknowswhat’s

goingon.ThatwomanhatesReasomuchshe

knowssomething.Iam goingtotellthepolice

everything.”

Hedroveinsidetheyardparkingthecarbesidethe

police’sthensteppedout.Theybothwalkedinside

thehouse,everyoneturnedandlookedatthem.

Moitoiquicklystoodupandwalkedovertohim.

“Wehavetogoandlookforher.”

Ryanlookedatthepolice.“Dumelang.”

“Morena,wenaomang?”

Moitoiheldhishand.“Heismyboyfriendandalso



Rea’sfriend.HehelpedReaalsowithstudying.”

“Thesetwoknowsomething.”Ryanpointedat

Tshegoandhermother.

Oneofthepoliceofficerslookedathim curiously.

“Andwhywouldyousaythat?”

“Becausetheyhateher.Theyhavebeenabusingher.

Therearewitnesseswhohaveseenthis,theentire

neighborhoodknows.”

Tshegoquicklyshookherhead.“Idon’tknow

anything,Ididn’tdoanything.Iwasn’tevenhome.”

“YouhateReaandyouoncetriedtokillher.Ihavea

recordingofReaadmittingtotheabuse,Ihavea

phonerecordingofyouTshegowereyouadmitted

toalmostkillingher.Youtriedsuffocatingherwitha

pillow,luckyenoughshefaintedandyouthoughtshe

wasdeadthenyoulefther.”

“Morena,couldweheartherecordingsyousayyou

have.”

Ryantookouthisphoneandplayedthefirst

recordingofhim andRea.



Rea:AtfirstIthoughtshewasjustpunishingme

becauseIhadbrokenhervasebutastimewentonI

realizedshealwayswantedtobeatme.Sheusedto

beatmeeveryday,sometimesshewouldspitatme

andcallmenames.Sometimesshewouldmakeme

sleepoutsideandthisstartedassoonasmyuncle

wenttoschool.Auntiewouldfindanyreasonto

beatmeandifshedidn’tfindthereasonshewould

makeuponeforherself.Butshenevertouched

Seneo.Justme.Itoldmyunclebuthedidn’tbelieve

me,shewasalreadyfeedinghim lies.Shehatesme,

Idon’tknowwhy.ButsoonIam goingtotakemy

father’splot.Iwon’tlethersellit.

Therecordingcut.Heplayedthephonecallbetween

him andTshegowhileeveryonelistened.Whenit

wasdoneRyanlookedatthepoliceofficers.

“TheyknowwhathappenedtoRea.”

Tshegobrokedowncrying.“IswearIdon’tknow

anything.”

“Yesyoudo.Youknowwhathappenedtoher.”



Winniestoodup.“Youdon’tknowanythingthat

happensinthishouseboy.”

“IknowitallandIam goingtotelleveryone.Seneo

andMoitoiarewitnessestothis.”

Thepoliceofficersstoodup.“Ok,youtwo,mother

anddaughter,youarecomingwithtothepolice

togetherwithyouwhohastherecordings.”

Moitoistoodup.“WhataboutRea?Whoisgoingto

lookforher?”

“Asearchteam isbeingputinplacetostartlooking.

SinceInowhaveRea’spictureheretoowewillfind

her.”

WinnieslowlywalkedoutwithTshegowhowas

crying.RyanhandedKabothecarkeys.“Goandlook,

IwilljoinyouonceIgivemystatement.”

“Ok.Becarefulofwhatyousay.”

RyanwalkedoutthenKabolookedatMoitoi’stearful

eyes.“Youguyscancomewithaswegolooking.”

MoitoitookSeneo’shandandtheyallwalkedout.

MmagweJuniorapproached.



“Moitoi,what’sgoingon?”

“Reaismissing.”

“What?”

“Mamasenthertothetuckshopbutshenevermade

itback.”

MmagweJuniorsteppedbackshakingherhead.

“No…”

“Wearegoingtolookforher.”

“Iwillgetotherpeopleandwewillstartsearching.”

“Ehmma,thankyou.”

MoitoigotinthecarwithSeneowhileKabogotin

thefrontalone.Hestartedthecaranddroveout.

Moitoikepthereyesaheadlooking.Maybeifit

weren’trainingtheywouldfollowherfootstepsbut

therainwaswashingawayeverything.

“Stophere.”

Thecarstopped.“Seneo,stayinthecar,Iam

coming.”

Shesteppedoutintherainandwenttoacertain



yard.Sheknockedonthedoorroughly.

“Itu!Itumeleng!Itu!”Shebangedthedoorshouting.

Thedooropenedthenawomansteppedout

yawning.

“Moi,what’swrong?”

“Rea,didyouseeReatoday?”

“Yes,shespoketomeonherwaytothetuckshop.

What’swrong?”

“Didyouseehercomingback?”

“No.Ihadaskedhertocomebybutshedidn’t.

What’swrong?”

“Shedidn’tcomebackhome.”

“What?”

“Shedidn’tcomebackhomeItu,sheismissing.”

“Didyoucheckwithherboyfriend?Shehasa

boyfriendnow.Shewaswalkinginafunnymanner

today.Hebrokehervirginity.”

Moitoishookherhead.“No,sheisnot.”



“God…”

“Iam scaredItu.”

“Don’tbe,wewillfindher.Iwillhelplook,Rragwe

AyandawillremainbehindwithAya.”

“Thankyou.”

Moitoiwalkedoutoftheyardandwalkeddownthe

roadgoingdoorbydoor.EveryoneknewRea,she

mayhavebeenquietbuttheyknewher,who

wouldn’tknowthegirlwho’sparentsdiedinacar

accident?

“Dumelang,Iam lookingformycousin,thisone..”

Sheshowedtheladywhohadopenedherdoor.“Her

nameisReatile.”

“Ohhthissweetgirl,sheoncehelpedmymotherthe

othertime.No,Ididn’tseehertoday.What’swrong?”

“Sheismissing.”

“Modimo!Iwillwakemyhusbandupandtry

searching.”

“Thankyousomuch.”



ShewalkedoutjustasKabopulledupthecarnext

toherrollingdownthewindow.“What’sbetter

walkingorjustdriving?Iam tryingtohelp-“

“Iwantmysisterok?Sittinginyourcarisnotgoing

tohelp!Ineedtotalktothesepeople,someone

musthaveseensomething.Justdrivealong,you

haveSeneoandIdon’twantherintherain.”

Shemarcheddoortodoorshowingthem thephoto

inTshego’sphoneignoringtheheavyrainsthatwere

pouringdownonher.Shefinallystoppedattheend

oftheroadandputherhandsonherfacecrying.

Shecriedsoloudgoingdownonherknees.Kabo

steppedoutandhuggedher.

“Wewillfindher,don’tworry.”

Moitoicriedevenharderfeelingsohelpless.

“Wewillfindher.”

Seneosteppedoutofthecar,tearsrollingdownher

cheeks,realityofwhatwasgoingonhittingher.She

lookedatMoitoicrymakingherheartbreakmore.



***

Atthepolicestation,Winniesatintheinterrogation

staringatthepoliceofficerwhowasnotinauniform.

“Readytotalk?”

“Ididn’tdoanything.”

“Let’sstartoffwiththeabusecanwe?Wejustcalled

yourhusbandandhetoldusreallyinterestingthings.

Includingyouwantingtoselltheplotyoudon’teven

haverightsto.Whendidyoustartabusingthesekids?

Forthatyouaregoingtobechargedalready.”

“Icallitdiscipline.”

“Bybeatingtokill?Wehavealotofwitnessesof

yourabusetowardsthesekids,someofthepeople

areseatedoutsidereadytotalk.”

“Iwasdisciplining,Iwouldneverabusethosekids.”

“Whatdidtheydo?Whatoffensesdotheymakefor

youtoabusethosekids?Yourdaughterisalso

tellingadifferentstoryinthere.”



“Tshegoisaliar.”

“Youaregoingtojaildoyouknowthat?”

“Ijustsenthertothetuckshop.”

“Yousetyourpeopletokidnapherandmaybeeven

killher.Iknowpeoplelikeyou.”

“Iwouldnevertrydoingthat.”

“Whywon’tyou?YouknewReawasgoingtotake

theplotsoyoudecidedtokillher.Sheisaminor,

sheisbelow18andthecasewillbegivenfirst

priority.Youaregoingtotelluswhatyoudidwith

her.”

“Ididn’tdoanything!”

“Butyoudid,youknowyoudid.Youarenotgoingto

escapethis.Youhatedthatchildsomuch,youknow

aboutherdisappearanceandyouaregoingtotell

me.”

“Iwantalawyer.”

“Keepwantingonemmehelayouaregoingtotell

mewhereyouputthatchild.*



Intheotherinterrogationroom,nowsober,Tshego

wipedawayhertears.

“Ididn’tmeantohurther,Iwasjustangry.Shewas

withmyboyfriend.”

“Yourboyfriend?Whoisyourboyfriend?”

“Webrokeup.Ryan.”

“Ryanwhoisnowyoursister’sboyfriend.”

“Idon’tknow.”

“Soyoureallysuffocatedherwithapillow?”

“Iwasn’tthinking.ThatwasthelasttimeIdid

anythingtoher.GodknowsIhavenevertouchedher

sincethen.Mamaistheonewhohatesher.Shesaid

hermotherstoleherboyfriendlongbackwhenthey

werefriends.ShewouldbeatReafornoreason,

starveheranddoallsorts.Sheevenmadehersleep

atthechickenhouseanddenyherfood.Shewanted

toselltheplot,theplotRea’sfatherleftforher.

EveryoneknowssheabusesRea.”

“Sotosaveyourselfyouthrowyourmotherunder

thebus?Maybeyouareresponsibleforhergoing



missingbecauseyouthinksheisdatingyour

boyfriendandyouhateherforitjustlikeyourmother

hatedRea’smotherfordatingherman.”

“IswearIam innocent.”

“Whatyoudon’tunderstandisthatthiscaseisgoing

tobegivensomuchattentionbecauseweare

talkingaboutaminorhere.Reawasnotyet18and

sheisachild.Sheisoutthereallaloneorevendead

andsomeoneknowssomething.Iwillfindthetruth

andmakesurejusticeisserved.”

***

MmagweJuniorandtheotherpeopleformedahuge

crowdsearchingforReainthenearbybush,their

torchesonandscreaminghername.Spikelurked

behindsniffingaroundwhilewigglinghistail.He

wentadifferentdirectiontillhestopped.Hestarted

barking.

MmagweJuniorpausedlisteningtoSpikebarking



thenturnedback.“That’smydog.”

“Maybehefoundsomething,dogshavegreatsense

ofsmell.Let’sgoandlook.”

Sheturnedwithherneighborgoingafterspike.

MmagweJuniorlightedwhereSpikewasbarking

withhertorchandfrownedsteppingback,herheart

rightinhermouth.

.

.

.
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SpikebarkedevenlouderwhileMmagweJunior

stoodstillfrozentoherspot.Twomenfrom their

searchwalkedovertothem.

“Foundanything?”

“Somethingisintheplasticthere.”

Themenwalkedovertotheblackplasticthen

openedit.Theytoreitandlookedatthehair.

“Someonecallthepolice.It’sawoman,sheisdead

butherfaceis..itlookslikebamotsetseacid.

MmagweJunior,call999.”

MmagweJunoirquicklytookoutherphonefrom her

braanddialedthepolice.Oneofthemenlookedat

theschoolshirt,shehadnothingfurtherdown.He

sighedsadlymovingback.Tearsfilledhiseyesthen

hecroucheddownasateardroppedtotheground.



“Martin,osharp?”

“It’sher,Iknowher,Ihaveseenhertoknowher.

Theysaidshewaswearingheruniform,thisgirlhere

isinherschooluniform.ThathairisRea’shair.”He

chockedonhispainthencoughedseatingonthe

ground.

Morepeoplemadetheirwaybackandleanedover

takingalook.Shadiwhowaswithhermother

coveredhermouthcryingseeingthehair.

“Mamait’sRea.”

“Shadi,wedon’tknowthat.Maybeit’sjustagirlfrom

yourschool.”

Shadiwenttothebodystaringatthebloodstained

shirtthenpulledthehand.

“It’sher!”

MmagweShadipulledherdaughterbackandheld

hertightly.

“Stoptouchingher,youaremessingwiththeDNA

andtillsheisconfirmedtobeher,it’snother.”

“It’sher.Thatmarkonherwrist,shegotittheother



timeatArt.It’sher,Iknowit’sher.”

***

Backathome,Moitoigotbackinsidethehouse

feelingpowerless.KaboledSeneoinsidethentook

outhisringingphone.

“Yah?”

“Anything?”

“Notyet,thecommunitysearchisoutthere,the

policeisalsosearching.”

“Iam onmywayback.”

“Wereyouquestioned?”

“Yesbutit’sallgood.Weneedtofindher.”

“Letmecomeandpickyouup,it’stoolatefor

combisnow.”

“Sure.”

KabohungupandlookedatMoitoiholdingSeneoin



herarmshymning.

“Iam goingtopickRyan,wewillcontinuewiththe

search.UsetheairtimeItransferredtoyoutocall

Ryanifshecomesback.”

Moitoilookedathim andnodded.Kabowalkedout

andjumpedinthecarthendroveout.Moitoi’stears

slowlydroppedonSeneo’st-shirtwettingitasshe

rockedbothofthem backandforth.Shetookout

Tshego’sphoneanddialedherfather’snumber.She

listenedasthephonerang.

“Hello?”

“Papa,it’sMoitoi,Idon’thavemuchairtimebutRea

ismissing.”

“What?”

“Rea!Mamasenthertothetuckshophoursback

andshenevercameback.Sheismissing.”

“What-“

Thecallcut,Moitoiputherhandoverhermother

tryingtoconcealhersobs.Thephonerangthenshe

picked.



“He-hello?”

“WhatdidyousayMoi?”

“Rea,mamasenthertogethergrandpathenshe

nevercameback.”

“Whereisyourmotherrightnow?”

“Thepolicetookher.”

“SheknowswhathappenedtoRea.Iam coming

backhome.Sheisgoingtoshowmewheresheput

myniece.WhereisSeneo?”

“Sheishere.Papa…”Shesobbedloudly.

“Don’tcry,wewillfindher.Iam comingback.”

“Ok.”

“Everythingwillbefine.Iwillcallagain.”

“Ok.”

Hehungup.SeneolookedatMoitoi.“Doyouthink

sheisdead?”

“No,no…”Moitoiquicklyshookherhead.“Sheisout

theresomewhere.”



“Shemustbescaredwhereversheis.”

Moitoinodded.“Sheis.”

“Sheisallalone.IwishIwentwithher.Ididn’teven

seeher.Shesaidshewasgoingtogetme

somethingnice.”

MoitoiwipedawaySeneo’stears.“Shewillstillget

it.”

Seneo’slimpstrembled.“Iwantmysister.Iwant

Rea.”

“IalsowantherSeneo.Shewillbefound.Let’sbe

positive.Let’spray.”TheyheldhandsthenMoitoi

startedpraying.

“Fatherwecomebeforeyoutonight,wehaveno

whereelsetoturnbuttoyou.Ihaveprayedbefore

andmyprayerswentunanswered,Idon’tknowhow

topraybutIam askingyoutobringbackRea.It’s

notthesameherewithouther.Sheisyourchild,

havemercyonhertoday.Shehassufferedenough,

shedeservesbetterLord.Youcan’ttakeheraway

from uswhenwestillneedher.Iam beggingyou

God,pleasebringherbacktous.Iam scaredbutI



am choosingtoputfaithinyourname.”

Seneospokethroughhersobs.“SheisallIhave,if

youtakeherawayfrom me,whom shouldIremain

with?Youhavetakeneverything,notRea.”

Moitoipulledherinherarmsandtogetherthey

sobbed.

***

Atthebush,MmagweJuniorwatchedasthepolice

zippedReainabag,shefoughtthroughthecrowd.

“Whatareyoudoing?Takehertothehospital.”

“Mam,wearejustdoingourjob.”

“No…Reacan’tdie.Irefuse.Pleaserakehertothe

hospital,theywillsaveher.”

“Mam…”

“Ngng,please…mychild…takehertothehospital,

sheisalive.”



OneoftheladiespulledmmagweJuniorback.

“Masedi…”

MmgaweJuniorfoughtback.“Ngng…”

Otherpeoplewatchedcrying.

“Rea!Rea!”

“MagweJunior…”

“Leaveme!”Shepulledawayandranbehindthe

officerswhowereputtingherinavan.Shetripped

fallingbutgotupcrying.

“Rea!”

Shadicriedevenharder,ShehadbeenwithRea

earlieronandtogethertheyhadbeentalkingabout

theirfutureplans.

“Mama…”

“Shhhmydaughter.”

“Reamama…”

“Shhh…”

Shadi’sphonerangthenshetookitoutandlooked



attheMoitoi’scall.

“Moitoi…”

“Don’ttellhersuchnews.Sheneedssomeoneolder

totellherandRea’ssister.”

Oneofthepeoplewhocouldhearnodded.“Youare

right,theyarejustkids.Theycan’tbetoldoverthe

phone.”

“Whowilltellthem?”

“MmagweJunior,youcan’tcrynow,Reatile’ssister

isstillathome.Youaretheoneclosetoher.”

SpikebarkedstillstandingwhereRea’sbodyhad

been.MmagweJunior’sneighbortookherhandand

ledherbackhome.Awhilelatertheywalkedinside

theyard,theyardthatwasonceMmagweRea’s.A

lovingwoman,shewasfreeandloud,hada

contagioussmile.MmagweRealookedatthehouse.

“Ilefthertodie.Thereweredaysshebeggedmeto

saveherbutIwastooscared.Iwasjusttooscared

tohelpher.IwasscaredbutIshouldhavehelped

herbecausetodayshediedinpain.Painthatwould



havebeenavoidedhadIbeentheadultIshouldhave

been.EverydayIwouldlistentohercriesbutfeltI

couldn’tdoanything.IlefthertodiewhenIcould

havesavedher.IwatchedherdiewhenIcouldhave

donesomething.”

“Ngng,everyoneisresponsible.Weallwatchedand

lookedaway.WerathercalledWinnienamesbutno

oneevergotthecouragetoconfronther,Noone

everdecidedtostandupforthosekidsandeveryone

isresponsible.Iam responsibletoo.Icouldhave

helped,Icouldhavedonesomethingbutweall

watchedexpectingthesituationtosolveitself.We

areallresponsibleforwhathashappened.Nowyou

goinsideandtalktothem.Youhavetobestrong

becauseifyoubreakdowncrying,theywillcrytoo.”

MmagweJuniornoddedandwalkedtothedoor.She

triedopeningitbeforeknocking.Thedooropened

thenshewalkedintakingadeepbreath.Shelooked

atthegirlssleepingholdingeachother,shetookout

herphoneandlookedatthetimerealizinghowlateit

was.

Sheclosedthedoorlockingandwalkedtothe



bedroomswhereshecamebackwithablanketand

putitoverthem.Shesighedsittingonthecouchand

triedclosinghereyesbuttheimageofReawouldn’t

leavehermind.Itwasasifitwasimprintedinher

headandshecouldn’tseem toescapeit.

Shestooduphearingacaroutsidethenwenttothe

windowwhereshepeaked.Shewalkedoutthen

lookedatRyanandKabo.

“Hello,Iknowyou.”ShepointedatRyan.

“Ehmma,mynameisRyan.ThisisKabo.Iam

Moitoi’sfriendandshetoldmeaboutRea.Wewere

helpingthem look.”

“Oh..”

“Hasshebeenfoundyet?”

“Yes.”

Ryansmiled.“Oh..thankGod.Iwasabouttodiewith

stress.Isshein?Ijustwanttoseeher.”

MmagweJuniorlookedandthereliefandhappiness

inhiseyes,sheoftensawhim withReaandshehad

suspectedsomethinghadbeengoingonbutReaas



usualwasjusttooshytoadmittoanything.

“Wefoundherinthebush.Shewastiedinablack

plasticandherface…herfacewasjustruined.She

washalfnaked,onlyhert-shirtwasthereanditwas

stainedwithsomuchblooditwasrednotwhite.

Shewasnotmoving,shejustlaythereandthepolice

cameandtookher.Theyputherintheblackbag

wheretheyput…wheretheyputdeadbodies.Itold

them totakehertothehospitalwhereshewillget

helpbuttheyrefused.Theyjustputherintheirvan

anddroveaway.TheykeepsayingsheisdeadbutI

knowmyRea,sheisafighter.”

Ryan’sheartpoundedsofastitwasasifitwas

vibratingonhischest.Kaboclosedhiseyescursing

beneathhisbreathwhileMmagweJuniorspokewith

somuchheavypaininhervoice.

***

InTlokweng,Katlolayonherbedunabletosleep

thenshereachedforherphoneandwentonher



facebookbored.ShepausedatRyan’spost,a

pictureofthegirlshehadseenthattimeathis

house.Shereadthecaptionofhergoingmissing

thensighedsharingit.Shescrolledthroughand

pausedcomingacrossapictureintheYOUTHOF

BOTSWANAgrouptalkingaboutadeadgirlfoundin

Broadhurstwithacaptionof‘Guysagirlinmy

neighborhoodwentmissing,wehavebeenupand

aboutlookingforher,wejustfoundherawhileback

andsheisdead,acidonherface,halfnakedbloody

andall…koorewhathastheworldturnedinto?What

kindoflifeareweliving?Isitnowwrongbeingagirl

child,wearekilled,raped,abusedandeverything.

Whenwillitstop?Whenwillitfinallystop?Iam hurt

guys,can’tstopcrying.Thissweetsouldidn’t

deservetodielikethis.Shejustfinishedherform 5

today,Readoesn’tdeservetodie.No…’

Katloswallowedhardandopenedthecomments

readingthrough.

Comment1:Waitseit’sashame,womenarereally

notsafeinthisworld.It’ssosad,RIPtoRea.

Comment2:Somuchishappeninginthisworld,



Jesusshouldcomeahh,relapile

Comment3:Nyaamma,howcanyoupostsuch

imageshere,maybeherfamilyhasn’tbeenalerted

yet,youcan’tjustpostsuchthingshere.

Reply1:Sorightaboutthatbutpeoplewilldo

anythingforlikes

Reply2:Nyaabathong,thatwomanisjust

expressingwhatsheisfeeling,insteadofcriticizing

her,weshouldtalkabouthowwomenarebeing

killedleft,rightandcenter

Comment4:Shame,RIP.

Comment5:OhmyGod!Reatile?Bathongsuch

sweetlovingsoul,kanaIheardthatherauntwas

abusingher.Kemathata.

Comment6:Sosad,imaginebeingkilledafteryour

exams,obviouslyshewasrapedbeforeshemether

ultimatedeath

Comment7:Dyingispartoflife,wemoveon.

Reply1:Tsek,ifyouhavenothingtosaykeepyour

mouthshut



Reply2:mxm totawarengodikgakgala

Reply3:sies,tlhogokarenawayanoga

Reply4:Sperm samistakesesaarengtota,kegone

goresistaabortion

Comment8:RIPtoyetanotherwoman,Lord

intervene.

Katloscrolledthroughmorecommentsand

breathedoutheavilywhiletearsfelltoherbed.The

woundsinherheartwerebeingre-openedasshe

thoughtofheryoungerbrother

.

.
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ThefollowingmorningWinniewalkedinsideheryard

andknockedonthedoorexhausted.Sheknocked

againthensecondslatermmagweJunioropened

herdoor.

“Whatareyoudoinginmyhouse?”

“Yourhouse?Thisisnotyourhouse!ThisisReaand

Seneo’shouse.Whereisyournamewrittenonthe

ownershippapersofthishouse?”

“Masedi,Idon’twanttotalktoyou,leavemyhouse.”

“Iam notgoinganywhere.Ihavespokenwith

ObonoloandhesaidIshouldremainwiththegirlsin

thishousebecauseheisonhiswayback.”

“Soyouhavespokentomyhusband?”

“YesIhaveandIhaveeveryrighttobehere.Bythe

way,hesaidyouwillreceivethedivorcepapers



soon.”

Winnieraisedherhandtoslapherbutmmagwe

Juniorheldherhand.“Ngng,don’tyoudare.Iam

notRea.”

“Let’sseehowyourhusbandfeelsaboutallthis.I

am goingtotellhim everything.”

“Goaheadyoumurderer!YoukilledRea.”

“Areyououtofyourmind?”

“No,youkilledher.Youknowyoudidandthepolice

isgoingtofindout.Youaregoingtorotinjailthen

afterthatrotinhell.”

MmagweJuniortookastepbackinsidethehouse

andcameoutwithWinnie’sbags.Shetookahuge

blackplasticbinfilledwithWinnie’sclothesand

shoesallmixedtogetherandthreweverythingather.

“Heaskedmetopackyourthings.”

Winnielaughedwithdisbelief.“Haveyoubeen

smoking?”

“No,youareleavingthishouse,that’swhatIknow.”



“Andwhat?Youarereplacingme?”

“Yes,Iam gladlyreplacingyouWinnie.Youdidn’t

appreciatetheblessingsyouhadwhenyouhad

them butIam goingtoshowyou.Iam goingtobe

thewomanyoufailedtobetothiskids.Obonolo

saidyouarenottakingMoitoiwith.Youtaughthis

daughtertobeevillikeyoubutnotanymore.”

“YouaretestingmeMasedi,getoutofmyhouse

beforeIloseit.Getoutofmyhouse!”

Twopeoplefrom theneighborhoodwalkedinthe

yardandlookedatWinnie.

“Moloikewena!”

Winnielookedattheangryfaces.“Youaresoevil,

howcouldyouplottokillsuchayoungsoul?”

MmagweJuniorsadlylookedatthetwoladieswho

hadjustwalkedin.“Sheisamurdererandshe

deservestobeinjail.”

Oneoftheladiestookoutawhistleandblewitso

loudsopeoplemaycomeout.Realizingwhatwas

goingtohappen,WinnielookedatmmagweJunior.



“Youthinkthisisover?Thisisfarfrom over.Your

husbandisgoingtoknowwhatawhoreyouareand

Iam goingtosueyou.”

Peoplestartedwalkingintheyardwhiletheladystill

blewherwhistle.Amanwalkedoverwithhiswife.

“KeenemosadiwagobolayaReatile?”

“It’sher,thisevilwoman!”

Winnieswallowedhardandpickedherbagsthen

threwthem inherHondaFit.Alotmorepeople

enteredtheyardgoingforher.Shequicklygotinher

carandreversedoutthendroveoff.Herheart

poundedasshethoughtofwhatwouldhave

happened.Herphonerangthenshepicked.

“Obonolo,soyouarekickingmeoutofthehouse?”

“Whywereyoustayinginthathouse?Whotoldyou

tostaythere?”

“Whatdidyouwantmetodo?Youbarelysent

enoughmoneyhome.Ihadtorentoutourhouse.”

“YouarecrazyWinnie,IsentyouP3000eachmonth,

ifitwasnotenough,whydidn’tyoutellme?Why



didn’tyoutellmeifitwasn’tenough?OntopofthatI

gaveyoumoneyforthechildren’sschoolbus,what

washappeningtothatmoneybecauseIam hearing

thekidshavebeenwalkingtoschool.Igaveyou

moneyforuniformsatthestartofeveryterm yetI

am hearingthekidsweredressinglikestreetdogs!

Whatwashappeningtothatmoney?Tellme.What

washappeningtothatmoney?”

“SoyouthinkP3000isenough?”

“Ifitwasn’tenoughwhydidn’tyoutellme?Youkilled

myniece!Icouldn’tsleeplastnight,Isawmybrother

inmydream andhewascrying.Ifailedhim!I

thoughttakingthosekidswashelpingthem because

Iknewnoonewouldlovethem likeIdobutIwas

bringingthem rightintothelion’sden!”

Hisvoiceshookashespokethenhesniffed.“What

wrongdidIdoWinnie?Ifyoudidn’twantthosekids,

whydidyouagreetoremainwiththem?Mymother

wouldhavetakencareofthem.Ifailedmyniece,she

triedtotellmebutIneverbelievedherandtodayshe

diedinpainyetIwasthere.WinniewhatdidIdo?

TellmewhereIwentwrongforyoutokillher.Tell



whatIdid!Tellme!Whyhaveyoubrokenmyheart

likethis?Youhavecompletelyshutteredme.Ihave

nostrengthleft.Ihavenostrengthleft…”

TearsrolleddownWinnie’scheeksasshelistenedto

him cry.“Ididn’tkillRea.IswearIdidn’tkillher.”

“Youdidbecauseyouhatedhersomuchandyou

wantedtosellherplot.Iam goingtomakesureyou

gotojailandneverleave.Iwillmakesureyoudie

there.”

“Obonolo,youhavetobelieveme,Ididn’tkillher.I

wouldneverthinkofit.”

“Youdidandyouaregoingtopayforit.”

“Youarelookingforsomeonetoblame,Ididn’tkill

anyone.Youknowmebaby,youknowme.”

“IthoughtIdid.Don’tyoudarethinkyoucangoto

myhouse,Ialreadyspoketothetenants,theyare

notgoinganywhere.Anddon’tforgetthatthehouse

isinMoitoi’snamesoyouarenotwalkingoutofthis

marriagewithanythingbutthatcar.”

Hehungup.Winnieputthephonedowndrivingto



hersister’shouse.Sheparkedandsteppedoutthen

knockedonthedoor.Lasandraopenedthedoorand

lookedatWinnie.

“Winnie,whathappenedtoRea?”

“Idon’tknow.”Sheputherhandsoverherface

crying.“TheyaresayingIkilledherbutIswearI

didn’t.Iwouldnevereventhinkofit.”

Lasandralookedathersister.“Whatifyoudidtosell

herplot?”

WinnielookedatLasandrainshock.“Eng?(What?)”

“Yes,youwerefightingsomuchtoownherplot.”

“Ididn’tkillthatchild.”

“IwasthinkingaboutitwhenIsawtheposton

facebook.Youaretheonlyonewhocouldhave

killedher.”

“Ididn’tkillherLasandra.”

“AhhnnammaIdon’tknowbutyouhavemotive.It’s

betteryoujustconfesstothepolice,theywillgive

youalessersentenceifyoudothat.ButIcan’tbe

seenwithyou,peoplewillthinkIwasyour



accomplice.”

“Wow!”

“Iam sorrybutincaseyoudon’tknow,youarethe

primesuspectofthiscase.Iam evensurprisedthey

letyougo,Bye.”

Lasandrawalkedbackinsideherhouseclosingthe

doorbehindher.Winniewentbacktohercarand

brokedowncrying.

***

RyanswipedthroughpicturesofReawithasmile.

Hecameacrossavideoandplayedit.

Shelookedathim onthecamera.“Ryanwhatare

youdoing?”

“Ketsasenepe(Iam takingapicture.)”

Shegiggled.“Myhairisamess.”

“Youstilllookbeautiful.”



“Can’tyoutakeSeneoandIwhenyougottothe

states?Youcanputusinyoursuitcasethenwego

withyou.”

Helaughed.“Ok,wewilltryit.”

Shesmiledthenpouted.“Youcantakeapicture.”

Thevideocut,heswipedtothenextone.Shewas

readingonhistable.Sheturnedandlookedathim.

“Iam busy!”

“Iknow.Iam notsayinganything.”

“YouaretakingpicturesRyan.”

“Ignoreme.”

Shelaughed.“Iam goingtowritethatintheexams.”

Hechuckled.“Youarecrazy.”

Sheturnedbacktoherbooks.Thevideocametoan

end.Heviewedmoreofherpicturestillhecame

acrossoneshehadtakenherselfinthebathroom.

Tearsfilledhiseyes.Kabowalkedinthehousewith

hismother.

“Iwenttogetmama.”



Hismotherwalkedoverandhuggedhim.“Iam sorry

Ryan.”

“It’samistake,theygotitallwrongandnoonehas

identifiedher,it’sassumptions.”

“Ryan..”

Hestoodup.“Mama,nooneconfirmedanything.For

allweknow,sheisouttherescaredforherlife,

peoplehaverelaxedbecausetheyareassumingshe

isdead.Reaisnotdead.Iknowher,shewon’tgive

upsoeasily.”Hesniffed.

“Yourbrothertellsmeshewasn’t18yet.”

“Shewasgoingtobenextmonth.”

“Doyouknowwhatthatmaydo?Itmayimplicate

you.Youwon’tbeabletogotoAmerica.”

“Idon’tcareaboutAmerica!”Hetookadeepbreath

asatearfell.“MamayouaretalkingaboutAmerica

whenRea…”Heputhishandoverhischest.“You

can’ttalkaboutAmericamama.Youjustcan’t.”

“Ok,youwillgotojailfordefilement.Youwere

datinganunderagegirl.”



“Iloveher,Ilovehermorethanyouknow.”

“Iknowyoudobutyouhavetothinkofyourfuture.”

Kabosadlywatchedhisbrotherslowlybreakdown.

HehadseenReaacoupleoftimestoknowshewas

asweetgirl.EvenRyanneverstoppedtalked

thinkingabouther.Heswallowedhardimaginingthe

pain.

***

Athome,Moitoislowlyopenedhereyesandsat

upright.Shequicklyreachedforthephonethen

MmagweJuniortookitfrom her.

“Hey…”

Moitoigotup.“MmgaweJunior,didyoufind

anything?Didthepolicefindanything?”

MmagweJuniorlookedinherhopefuleyesand

sighedsadlyjustasSeneowokeup.Shealsostood

uplookingaround.



“IsReaback?”

“No.Sheisnotback.”

Moitoiputonhershoes.“Weshouldcontinue

looking.Iwasthinkinglastnightthatmaybeshe

wenttothechurch.ThechurchwegotoonSundays,

maybeshewenttheretopraybutitgotlateandshe

isstillthere.Sometimeswhenmamakicksherout,

shesleepsthere.”

“Bothofyou,sit.”

“Ma?”

“Sitdown.”

Theybothsatdownstaringatherthenshesat

betweenthem.“Yesterdayabodywasfound.”

Moitoi’sheartskipped.“Ma?”

“Abodywasfound.Abodyofagirlchildina

Ledumangschooluniform.”

Moitoishookherhead.“Ngng..”

“Butwearenotsureifit’sRea.”

“Becauseit’snot.Reaisoutthere.”



“Weareallhopeful.Ifit’snother,wearegoingback

tosearching.Butthepoliceisoutside,theywantyou,

especiallySeneotocomeandidentifythebody.”

“Seneoistooyoungforthat-“

“Iwanttosee.”

“Ok,wewillgotogether.”

Theyallwalkedouttothepolicecaroutsideandgot

in.Moitoi’shandsshookasshetriedtocontrol

herselfbutitwasasifshewasfearandfearwasher.

Thecarstoppedawhilelaterandtheyallstepped

outandwalkedin.MoitoiheldSeneo’shandasthey

gotledtowhereSeneowas.Theystoppedlookingat

thebodycoveredwithawhitesheet.

Aladylookedatthem.“Hello,mynameisNthando.I

am from theforensics.Whatareyournames?”

“MynameMoitoi,andthisisSeneo.”

“OkMoitoi,whoareyoutoReatile?”

“Hercousin,ourfathersarebrothers.”

“AndyouSeneo?”



“Hersister.”

“Isee.Ok,whatweareabouttoshowmaybe

traumatizingbutyoutwoaretheonlypeoplewho

canidentifyher.Now,thisbodyisnotingreatshape.

It’samess,whoeverdidthishadtheintentionto

destroy.Iam goingtoshowpicturesfirstthenwe

cangettothebody.”

Thetwogirlsnodded.NthandohandedMoitoithe

firstpictureofRea’sarmsandhands.Moitoi

swallowedstaring.SeneolookedthenNthando

handedthem twootherones.

“Isitheroryouwanttosee?”

Moitoihandedthepicturesback.“Iwanttosee.”

“Seneo?”

“Ialsowanttosee.”

Nthandotookadeepbreath.“Ok,there.”

Sheuncoveredhalfthebody.

“Isither?”

.
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Moitoisteppedbackasherheartpounded,her

handsshaking.Seneo’stearsrandownhercheeks

asshelookedatthestabwoundsonthechestthen

onthestomach.Rea’sbirthmarkonthesideofher

bellycaughtherattention,theyalwaysjokedaboutit.

HereyeswenttoRea’swristcatchingtheother

birthmark.Shehadahugeblackmarkwhichdidn’t

seem togoawayevenasshegrew.

“Isit?”

Seneoopenedhermouthtosaysomethingbut

nothingcameoutasshelookedattheface.Itwasif

atruckhadranonherbeautifulface.Seneo’stears

wouldn’tstop,Nthandocoveredthebodyand

lookedatthegirls.

“IsitherSeneo?”

“Whyareyoucoveringherlikethis?Takehertothe



hospital.Sheneedstogethelp.”

Unabletobreathe,Moitoifelltothefloor,eyes

closed.NthandorushedtoherwhileSeneostood

there,unabletomoveevenaninch.

“CanIgethelpinhere!”Nthandoshoutedshaking

Moitoiwhowasnowunconscious.Twomenwalked

inthenonewalkedovertoSeneowhiletheother

pickedMoitoiup.

“Let’sgo.”

“Ngng,Rea…”

“Come,let’sgo…”

“Rea!”Seneoshookher.“Rea!”

Nthandowalkedoverandtrieddraggingheroutbut

Seneofought.“Rea!Leaveme!Mysister!”

“Seneo…let’sgosweety.Sheisnomore.”

“No!Sheishere.Realet’sgo.”

ThemanpickedSeneothrowingheroverhis

shoulderwhileshekickedscreaming.“Rea!Rea

don’tleaveme!Rea!”



Hewalkedoutwithherwhileshecried.Mmagwe

Juniorstoodupfrom whereshehadbeenseating

waitingforthegirlsthenlookedatSeneohysterically

cryingwhileamancarriedMoitoiwhoseemed

unconscious.ShewentovertoSeneowhowas

beingputdown.Shepulledherinherarmsandheld

hertightlywhileshescreamedcrying.

“Rea!”

“Hushbaby…”

“ReaisintheremmagweJunior,weshouldgether.”

“Iam sorry.Iam sosorry.”

“Rea!”

MmagweJunior’stearsburnthereyesassheheld

Seneoinherarms,thepaincuttingdeeperthan

anything.Seneo’stearswetherdress.She

swallowedapainfullumpwipingatearthathad

rolleddownhercheekbutmoretearscame.Silently,

shecriedholdingSeneo.Thepoliceofficerswhohad

broughtthem inwatchedsadlythentheother

steppedback.



“Thisissad.”

Hercolleaguesighed.“Itis.”

“Koorethiskiddiedapainfuldeath,Ican’teven

begintoimagineitbutshemusthavediedinpain.

Whoeverdidthisisruthless.”

“Gatweit’sheraunt.”

“Isawthatwomanandit’sher,nodoubt.Isawthe

guiltyinhereyes.Whydoyouagreetotakein

orphanswhenyouknowyouhatethem?Whyabuse

them?”

“Thisisrealitytoalotofkidsintheworld.My

everydayprayerisIdiewhenmykidscanprovidefor

themselves.”

“Eish,metoo.Honestlythisworldisnotforthefaint

hearted.Thisispainfulhonestly.Ithascutdeep.It

feelsasifit’smychildwhohasdied.It’sjustsad.”

***



Tshegosatinthechickenhouse,herfaceburiedin

herhands.Thepicturesshehadbeenshown

seemedtohaveimprintedthemselvesinhermind.

HerlipstrembledasshethoughtofRea.

“GodIdidn’tdoit.IswearIdidn’ttouchher.Forgive

meforhatingherwhenIhadnoreasonto.Shewas

innocent,shedidn’tdeservethehateIgaveher.She

didn’tdeserveeverythingIdidtoher.Pleaseletitnot

beher,Iwillchange,IwillnevertreatherlikehowI

usedto.Iwillgivehermyblessings.Pleaseletitnot

beherbecauseifit’sherIwillneverforgivemyself.

Havemercyonher,shehassufferedenough,she

doesn’tdeservetodielikeananimal.Shedoesn’t

deservetodielikethis.Shehasagoldenheart,

surelyyousawthat,shedeservestobesaved.”

Shebrokedownintoaloudcry,guiltyandregret

chockingher.

***

Ryanswallowedlisteningasthephonerangthen

shefinallypicked.



“Hi,thisismmagweJunior.”

“Hasshebeenindentified?Moitoisentmea

messagesayingtheyweregoingtoidentifyRea.”

“Theyidentifiedherandit’sher.”

Ryan’skneeswentweakasheslowlysatonthe

ground.

“It’sherbuttheyaresayingtheyaregoingtorun

DNAtestsbutit’sher.Iam sorrymyboy.”

“Itcan’tbeher…shehadplans…”

“Shedid.Butsomeonestoleherfrom theworldin

themostbrutalmannerever.It’sreallypainful.All

nightIprayeditwouldbeanightmare,oneIwould

wakeupfrom butitseemsthenightmareisnot

goingaway,thenightmarehasturnedintoreality.”

“Shecan’tleaveme…”

“Iam onmywaytothehospitalwithMoitoi,she

collapsed.”

Thecallcut.Ryanlookedatthephoneshakingasa

sharppainstruckhim rightonhischest.Heslowly

droppedhisphoneunabletocomprehendanything



whiletearsblurredhisvision.Kabowalkedoverand

crouchedinfrontofhim.

“Whatdidtheysay?Isither?”

KaboswallowedasRyanstartedcrying,hehad

neverseem hisbrothercry.Heputhisarmsaround

him,hisowntearsitchinghiseyes.

“Iam sorry.”

“Shewashereyesterday.Shewaswithme.We

madeplansfortoday.Iwasgoingtotakehertothe

movies”

“Iam sorry.Ireallyam.”

“It’stoosoon.It’stoosoon.”

Kaboblinkedawayhistears,someonehadtobe

strongandthistimearounditwashim.Mrs.

EmersonmadehiswaytotheverandawhereRyan

wasandfrowned.

“Isither?”

Kabolookedatherandnodded.

“Ohno…thatsweetsweetsoul.Thisisjustsad.If



thereisanything,anythingatallIcando,pleasetell

meandIwillassist.Shewasjustalovelysoul.”

Kabonodded.“Wewilltellyou.”

“Iam sorryRyan.WithyoutwoIwitnessedyoung

loveanditwasamazingtowatch.Iam reallysorry.I

can’tbeginyouimaginewhatyoumustbefeeling.I

am righthereifyouneedtotalk.”

Mark’scardroveinthenMrs.Emersonwalkedback

toherhouse.Kaboheldhisbrothertighter

wonderingwheretofrom suchatragedy.

***

Laterthatday,atPrincessMarinaHospital,mmagwe

Juniorsatonthechairwatchingbothgirlssleeping,

theyhadbeensedated.Herphonerangthenshe

quicklypicked.

“Hello?”

“Whereareyou?”



“Uyapo,ItoldyouIam goingtobewithMoitoiand

Seneo.”

“Don’ttheyhaverelativesthatcanbewiththem?

Sincewhenareyoutheirrelative?”

“Iam justhelpingbecausetheyneedsomeone.”

“Comehomerightnow,okarewantlwaelaMasedi,

whoisgoingsupposedtocookformewhenyouare

busyrunningafterthosedirtyorphans.Osekawa

batlagontena.”

“Iam notcoming.Ican’tleavethekidsalone.”

“MasediIwantyouhomein20minutes,ifyoudon’t

comeIam goingtodisciplineyousohardyouwill

neverleavetheyardwankutlwa?”

“Iam notgoingtoleavethesekidsalone.Iam sick

andtiredofhavingyouthreatenme.Iam goingto

reportyoutothepolice.Iwantadivorcegape.”

“Youwantawhat?”

“Iwantadivorce!”

“Ifitwasn’tformeyourmotherwouldhavediedlong

back.”



“Idon’tcare.Iam leavingyou,let’sseewhoyouwill

abusefrom here.”

Shehungupandclosedhereyestakinginadeep

breath.Herheartwaspoundingsomuch,shedidn’t

haveanything,shemostlyrelayedonhim butRea’s

deathhithersohard,shewouldratherbeinthe

streetsthanwoundupdead.

***

Winniewalkedinsidetheguesthousewithhertwo

bagsandputthem down.Shetookadeepbreath

takingoffhershoesthensatonthebedtakingher

phone.ShedialedTshego’snumberandlistenedas

thephonerang.

“Hello?”

“Who’sthis?Iwanttospeaktomydaughter.”

“It’sMasediWinnie.”

“Whatareyoudoingwithmydaughter’sphone?

Masedicanyouleavemyfamilyalone?”



“Tshegoisnothere.Thisphonehasbeenwith

Moitoiandit’salmostoffsobye.Shemayneedit

whenshewakesup.”

“Letmespeaktomydaughter.”

“Bye.”

MmagweJuniorhungupthenWinnieclosedher

eyeswithsomuchanger.Thisfatwomanwasjust

goingfarnow.Shewasgoingtoofar.Ifshewas

thinkingshewasgoingtotakeherhusband,shehad

itallwrong.Shewaspreparedtofightforher

marriage.Herphonerangthenshepicked.

“Hello?”

“Hi,wearefrom TheVoice.”

“Obatlangwena?”

“We’vejustheardastoryandwewerewonderingif

youwantedtogiveyourownsideofthestoryaswe

arehearingyouarrangedforyourhusband’snephew

tobekilled.”

“Ididn’tkillher.”

“Whatreallyhappened?”



“Isenthertothetuckshopandshenevercameback.

Mydaughtertoldmeshecamebackbutonlytofind

outlateronthatshedidn’t.Iwenttolookforherbut

shewasnowheretobefound,thenextthingIknow

thepolicearetakingmeinlikeaprisoner.Ididn’tdo

anything.”

“Isittruethatyouwereabusingyourhusband’s

nephew?”

“No!It’snot,IwasdiscipliningherbutInowseethat

discipliningkidsiscalledabuse.Alotofpeople

shouldgotojail.”

“Ok,thankyoufortalkingtous.”

Winniehungupthenundressedandwalkedtothe

bathroom whereshetookashowerwashingoffall

thesweat.Awhilelatershewalkedoutofthe

showerthenlookedherselfonthebathroom mirror.

Ashadowappearedbehindheronthemirror,the

hairsatthebackofherheadstoodup,shequickly

turnedwithascream buttherewasnothingbehind

her.Sheputherhandonherchesttryingtocalm

downwhileherkneesshook.Shelookedbackonthe



mirrorandcaughttheshadowagainstandingright

behindher,sheranoutscreamingwithonlyatowel.

Shewenttothereceptionistbreathingheavily.

“Thereissomethingintheroom.”

“What?”

“Thereissomethingintheroom,Isawitstanding

behindmeonthemirror.Ashadow.”

“Yourshadow?Mam youshouldjustcalm downand

getsomesleep.Iseeyouhavehadalongday.”

Winnieshookherhead.“Itwasstandingbehindme.I

sawit.”

Thereceptionistsighed.“Let’sgo,youwillshowme

whereyousawtheshadow.”

Theybothwalkedbacktotheroom,Winniebehind.

Insidetheroom,Winnielookedasthereceptionist

wenttothebathroom thenshecameout.

“Thereisnothing,justyourshadow.Youshouldget

somesleep.”

ThereceptionistwalkedoutthenWinnielooked

aroundtheroom,herheartpounding,maybeshe



wasgoingcrazy.

***

Intheearlyevening,MmagweJunioropenedthe

doorforthegirlsandtheyallwalkedin.Thegirls

bothsatdown,MoitoipulledSeneoinherarms

holdinghertightlythenacaroutsidedrovein.

MmagweJuniorwalkedouttosee,herheartskipped

asObonolosteppedoutofacab,shehadlastseen

him twoyearsbackbeforeheleftandhelooked

different.Sherushedovertohim andhuggedhim.

Heputhisarmsaroundherlettingherinhalehis

cologne.

“Iam sohappytoseeyou.”

MmagweJuniorsteppedbackthenpausedstaring

atthewhitewomansteppingoutofthecar.She

walkedoverwithasmile.

“Hi…”

MmagweJunior’ssmileslowlyfadedwhilethewhite



ladysmiledbrightly.Sheclearedherthroattotalk

butitwasifsomethinghadblockedherthroat.

“MynameisCathy.”

.

.

.
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Cathyextendedherhandforahandshakewitha

smile.MmagweJuniorslowlyshookhersifthand

andletgo.Cathyputherarm aroundObonolo’sback.

“CathythisisMasedi,shewashelpingthegirls.”

“Oh,wellthankyousomuchMaseydiright?Iam

sorryifitdoesn’tsoundwell.”

MmagweJuniorlookedatObonolothenMoitoi

walkedoutsidewithSeneo.Shesteppedoutofthe

wayasMoitoiranoverandhuggedherfathercrying.

“Iam herenow...”

“Rea…”

“Iam here.”

HeopenedhisarmsforSeneowhoslowlywalked

overandhuggedhim.Obonoloheldbothgirlstightly

inhisarms,hehadneverfeltlikehedisappointed



someonemorethanthatmoment.Hisolderbrother

musthavebeenturninginhisgrave.

“Iam herenow.”

Mmagwejuniorwipedatearthathadescapedher

eyethenwentbackinsidethehouseandsatdown.

EveryonefollowedthentheyallsatwhileMoitoi

explainedtoherfatherwhathadhappened.

MmagweJuniorlookedatObonolonowinthelight.

Helookedfarmuchbetterthanthelasttimeshehad

seenhim andthathaircutdidn’tdoanyjustice.His

skinlookedsmooth,everythingabouthim screamed

forattention.Shetookadeepbreaththenstoodup.

“Letmestartwithdinner.”

Shemadeherwaytothekitchenandstarted

cooking.Cathyjoinedher.

“Needanyhelp?”

“No.Iam fine.”

“Ok,whathappenedtohisnephew?”

MmagweJuniortookoutachoppingboardanda

knifeandbeguncuttingthetomatoes.



“Shewassenttothetuckshopandnevercameback.

Welaterfoundherintheforest,herfacedisfigured

andshewashalfnaked.Todayitwasconfirmedto

beher.”

“Oh…whatatragedy.Ihearshewasagoodgirl.”

“Shewas.Shewasanangelfrom God.Neverheld

grudgesandalwayssmiledthroughherpain.”

“Atleastsheisnotgoingtofacedwithabuse

anymore.Nomorepainandsuffering.Nolotoldme

whatwashappening.”

MmgaweJuniorlookedatCathy.“Shedidn’tdeserve

todie.Shehadbigdreamsshewasgoingtofulfill.”

“Iam notsayingsheisbetteroffdead,justsayingat

least-“

“Thereisnoatleastinthissituation.Thatgirlwas

robbedherlifeandtherewasnothinggoodtosee

aboutthis.”

Cathysighed.“Iknow.Idon’tknowwhatIam saying.

Iam reallysorry,Icansenseyouwereclosetoher.”

“Iwas.Shewaslikeadaughtertome.Theyareall



likemychildren.”

“Soyouknewabouttheabusegoingon?”

“Yes.”

“Andyouneverbotheredtoreport?”

“Youdon’tknowanythingCatherine!”

“Idon’tbutIam tryingtounderstand.Iam sorryifit

mayseem asifIam offendingyou.Iam justtrying

tounderstandwhynothingwaseverdone.”

MmagweJuniorlookedatCathy.

Cathysmiled.“Nicemeetingyou.Areyousureyou

don’twanthelp?”

“No.Iam fine!”

Shewalkedoutofthekitchen.MmagweJunior

watchedherthenturnedherattentionbacktothe

tomatocontinuingslicingit.Almostanhourand30

minuteslater,mmagweJuniorgaveeveryoneaplate

thensatdown.SeneostaredatherfoodwithMoitoi

playedwithit.

“Youneedtoeat,youdidn’teatanythingtoday.”



Moitoiputherplatedown.“Iam nothungry.”

Obonolostooduptakingouthisphone.“Iam going

tostartplanningforthefuneral.WhereisTshego?”

Theyallshruggedthenhewalkedoutpressinghis

phone.Hecalledhismotherandlistenedasthe

phonerang.

“Heeello?”

“Mama,keObonolo.”

“OhhhBonolo…”

“Iam back.”

“Thankheavens.Ihavebeenmeaningtotalktoyou.

Youknowyourwifehasn’tbeensendingmemoney

andIam notfeelingwell.”

“Shehasn’t?”

“No,shesaidIam notgoingtogetacentfrom her

husband’smoney.Ihavealsobeenhearinghowshe

treatsyourbrotherskidsandIthinkit’stimeItake

them in.Reaisdonewithherform 5,sheisgoingto

universitynextyear,Seneowillstaywithme.Ican

takecareofmygranddaughter.”



“Mama,somethinghappened.”

Hismotherpaused.“Youarescaringme.”

“It’sRea.”

“What’swrong?Isshepregnant?”

“No.MoitoicalledmetellingmethatWinniesenther

tothetuckshopnearbybutshenevermadeitback.

Shewentmissingandshehasbeenfounddead.”

“Modimo!”

“That’swhyIhadtocomeback!”

“Reaweh!”

“Ifailedmybrothermama.Ikilledhisdaughterall

because…”

“Reaweh!”

“Ifailedmybrother.”

“Yohweh!Peloyame!(Myheart!)”

“Weshouldstartplanningherfuneral.”

“Obonolo,don’tplaylikethis.”

“Iam notplaying.”



“Mychest…”

Hisheartskipped.“What’swrong?”

“Yohhh!Mychest…”

Thecallcut.Panicking,hetriedcallingbackbutthe

pronejustranunanswered.Obonolotriedcalling

severaltimeswonderingwhatwashappeningthen

Cathywalkedoutandhuggedhim from behind.

“Hey,everythingok.”

“IjusttoldmymotherwhathappenedandIthink

somethingiswrong.”

“Sheisjustinshock.”

“Ihopeso.”

“So…whoisMaseydi?”

Heturnedtoher.“Whatdoyoumean?”

Cathychuckled.“Iam sensingthereissomething

morebetweenyoutwo.”

“Helpingthekids?”

“No.Somethingelsestronger.”



“Masediwasmybrother’sneighbor.Ihaveknown

herforlongtime.Sheismysister.Thekidsseeher

asamother.Sheistheonealwaystheretohelp.”

“Ok,that’swhatIjustwantedtoknow.”

“Ihavetomakecoupleofcalls.Ineedtotalktothe

police,Ialsowanttoseeher.”

“Ok.Iwillgoinandtryfittingin.”

“Thankyouforcomingwithevenifyoudidn’thave

to.”

“IloveyouandIam alsohereasyourlawyer.When

yougoandseethebody,Iwanttoseeittoo..”

Obonolosmiledthensheleanedoverandkissedhim

beforewalkingbackinsideherhouse.

***

ThefollowingmorningWinniereachedforherphone

underneathherpillowandanswered.

“Hello?”



“Whereareyou?Iwanttoseeyou?”

Shequicklygotupandsatupright.“Bonolo?”

“Whereareyou?”

“Isleptataguesthouse.”

“Sendmedirections,Iwanttoseeyou.”

“Ok.”

Hehungupthenshesentthedirectionsgettingout

ofbedandwalkedinsidethebathroom.Avoidingto

lookonthemirror,shegotintheshowerandtooka

quickbath.Sheputonherbestdressandheels

togetherwithmakeuponhersmallcompactmirror

andwaited.Aknockonthedoorgotherupand

smiling.Sheopenedandlookedathim.

“Baby!”Shethrewherselfinhisarmsholdingonto

him tightly.Tearsfilledhereyesandrandownher

cheeks.

“Imissedyou.”

Obonolopushedherbackandgotintheroom.“I

wantustotalk.”



“Ok.”

“WhathappenedtoRea?”

“Huh?”

“WhathappenedtoRea?”

“Idon’tknowbabe,Ireallydon’t.LasttimeIsawher

waswhenshewasgoingtogetmethegrandpa

becauseIhadaheadache.”

“Moitoisaidsheheardyouonthephonetalking

about‘shewillbethereandthatitwillbedone

quickly.’”

“Sheisconfused.Shedidn’thearproperly.Iwasn’t

talkingaboutRea.”

“Whowereyoutalkingaboutthen?”

“Iwastalkingtomysister.”

“Andwhatwasgoingtobedonequickly?”

“Weweregoingtoseeourmotherandhaveaquick

party.”

“Yourstorydoesn’taddup.Ithinkyouweretalking

aboutpeoplewhoweregoingtokillReasoyoucan



selltheplot.”

“No…”

“Myquestionisthatdidyouwantmoneysobadyou

wouldkillforit?Whatkindofloveformoneyis

that?”

“Ididn’tkillRea.”

“Youdid.Youknowyoudid.Istillwantadivorce.I

am notgoingtobeassociatedwithyou.Iregretthe

dayImetyou.Moitoialsotoldmethelieyoutold

Rea.Ican’tbelieveyouactuallytwistedthatstory

likethat.Mybrotherneverlovedyou,henever

wantedyou,youwerejealousofReagile,youenvied

yourfriendsomuchyoukilledherfirstbaby.You

poisonedherwhenshewasstillpregnant.Youwere

theonlyoneshehadbeenwiththatdayWinnie,you

gaveheryourjuicetodrinkandshedrankitandlost

herbaby.WhenImetyou,itwasinnocent,Ishould

haveknownyoujustwantedtobeclosetomy

brother.Theonlygoodthingyoueverdidwastolove

Tshegolikeyourown.Youhaveanevilheart,youare

twistedsomuchyoukilledReagile’sdaughter.”



Winnieswallowedastearsfilledhereyes.Shetooka

stepback.“Imetyourbrotherfirst,heusedmeand

leftmethenwenttomyfriend.Myfriendwhoknew

abouthim,thefriendIhadtoldabouthim.Reagile

knewIlovedhim butshestillwentandlovedmy

man.”

“Shedidn’tchoosetolovehim.”

“Sheshouldhavebeenafriend!Sheshouldhave

beenmyfriend,friendsdon’tbetrayeachotherlike

thatsoyes!Ikilledherbaby.Ipoisonedherand

watchedherscream inpainbutshedidn’tstop.She

keptseeinghim,that’swhenImetyou.Ilovedyou,I

didn’tknowyouwerebrotherswithhim.Ididn’tand

whenIfounditIgottowatchReagilelivemylife.”

“Youarecrazy.”

“Andshekeptrubbingitonmyface,pretendingto

wantustobecloseagain.Godsawwhatawicked

witchshewasandkilledher.Yes!Iwassohappybut

thenyoubroughtherlittledirtinmyhouseeven

thoughIhadtoldyouhowIfeltaboutReagile.You

forcedthosekidsonmeandIhadtakecareofthe



kidsbirthedbyabetrayer.Ihatethosethings!I

hatedtheirmotherandIwillhatethem.Reatilewas

nowbehavinglikehermother.Shehadprideand

thatsmile,thatannoyingsmile.Thereweremany

daysIdreamttokillherandjustburyhersoInever

seeherfaceagain.”

“Andyoufinallydidit?”

Winniemovedbackandsighed.“Yes.ButIdidn’t

meanto.”

Obonololookedatherinshock.“Youkilledher?”

“Ididn’tmeanto.IswearIdidn’t.”

Cathywalkedinandsmiled.“Ihaveitallonrecord.

Shewon’tescapethisone.”

WinnielookedatthewhitewomanthenatObonolo.

“Who’sthis?”

“Myfiancé.Iam callingthepolice.”

***



Meanwhilebackathome,Seneomadeherwayto

theroom sheusedwithhersisterthenopened.She

screamedputtingherhandoverhermouthstaringat

Tshegodanglingfrom theroof.

.

PleaselikethepostthatIhavesharedandgiveit

1500likesforabonusinsertthathasbeena

sponseredbyDlalasportswearcompetition.Weare

morethanenoughtomakethathappen.
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Seneostaggeredbacktothemainhousewhere

MoitoiwaswithmmagweJunior.

“Tshego!”

Moitoilookedather.“What?”

“Sheishanginginthekitchenhouse.”

MmagweJuniorgrabbedaknifeandranout.

“Godwhatareyoushowingme…”

SheclimbedonthechairTshegohadobviouslyused

thencuttherope.TshegofellthenMmmagwe

Juniorgotdown,herbodyshaking.Shequicklytook

outherphonerunningtoherhouse,sheknewher

husbandwasdrunk,asusual.Sheopenedthedoor

andpeepedin,hewaslyingonthesittingroom floor

surroundedbybottlesofalcoholsheusuallycleared.

Shegrabbedthecarkeyswhichwereonthecoffee



tablethenrushedoutunlockingthecarandreversed.

Shedrovetothechickenhousewhereshestepped

outandrushedinsidecallingforSeneoandMoitoi.

SeneoshoweduptohelpwhileMoitoistoodbythe

door.

“Iam notgoingtohelpthiswitch.Ihopesheis

actuallydead.”

“Moitoi!”

MoitoiturnedandwalkedawaywhileSeneoand

mmagweJuniorstruggledwithgettingTshegointo

thecar.ShetextedRyanthenhecalledsecondslater

whilemmagweJuniordroveaway.

“Whathappened?”

“Tshegotriedkillingherself.”

“Why?”

“Idon’tknow,maybeguilty.”

“Wasitreallyher?”

Moitoinoddedtearfully.“Yes.It’sher.”

Hewassilentforamomentthenhesniffed.“Isyour



fatheralreadyplanningherfuneral?”

“YesbuthisfiancésaidtheyaregoingtoseeRea’s

bodyfirst.”

“Fiance?”

“Heisengagedtoawhitewoman.Iguessthat’s

whathasbeenkeepinghim busy.Ialsothinkyou

shouldkeepyourdistancetillthefuneral.Idon’t

wantyoutogotojailfordefilement.”

“Iknow.Youwillkeepmeupdated.”

“Yes,IhaveRea’sdiary.Iwillgiveittoyouwithsome

ofherpictures.Iam sureyouhavesomeofthe

clothesyouusedtobuyherthere,youdon’tneed

anyofherwornoutones.”

Ryanchuckledwithashakyvoice.“Thanks.”

“It’ok.Whenareyougoingtothestates.”

“In5months.”

“Ok.Iam reallysorry.”

“Didthepolicesayanything?Wassheraped?”

“No.MmagweJuniorsaidthepoliceonlysaidshe



wasstrangledbuttheyaresuspectingshewas

fightingandthat’swhenshewasstabbedmultiple

timestillshedied.Aftershediedtheypouredacidto

herfaceandherlowerregions,Idon’tknowwhy

anyonewoulddothat.”

“Yourmother.”

“Yesbuttomurderherlikethis….Idon’tthinkso.I

feelsheisjustgoingtoadmittothecrimebecause

everyonethinksit’sherbutit’snot.IknowherandI

knowshehatedReabutnottothatextent.”

“Youwillneverreallyknowaperson.Yourmother

killedReafortheplot.Sheisgoingtojailforit.”

Motoisighed.“Yeah.Itfeelslikeadream andIcan’t

waittowakeup.Iwanttowakeupsobad.”

“Everyonewantstowakeupfrom thisdream.”

“It’sawfulRyan.Ican’teat.IkeephopingIwillsee

her.MaybeIwillwakeupandsheisrightthere

staringbackatme.”

“HasSeneoeaten?”

“No.Shesaidsheisnothungry,shetriedtoday



morningandshevomited.”

“Icangethersomethingthatwillhelphereat.”

“Idoubtshewantstoeat.Hersisterwasjust

murdered.”

“Ok,keepmeupdated.”

“Iwill.”

Hehungupthenshesighedwalkingtotheroom that

wasoriginallyRea’sandgrabbedthephotoalbum

from underneaththebed.Sheflippeditandpaused

atapictureofReatwomonthsbackduringprice

giving.Shehadtakenawardsformostsubjectsshe

did.Moitoi’slipstrembledasshelookedthenatear

fellonhercheek.

“Godifit’sadream Iwanttowakeup.Iwilldo

something.Iwillreporttheabusetotheauthorities.

Ifthisisyoutakingmetothefuture,Iwanttocome

back.It’stoopainful.Thepainistoomuchmyheart

can’thandleit.”

***



Atthehospital,mmagweJuniorandSeneowaited

bythewaitingareaholdinghands.Thedoctor

walkedoverthentheyquicklystoodup.

“Issheok?”

Thedoctorsmiled.“ThankGodyoubroughther

whenyoudid.Itseemsshehadonlyhungherself.

Sheisfinebutwearegoingtokeepherheresoshe

cantalktoacounselor.Wesuspectsomethingis

reallywrong.”

“Shejustlosthercousin.”

“OhhIsee.Sosorrytohearthat.”

“Canweseeher?”

“Ofcause.”

MmagweJuniorwalkedtotheroom Tshegowas

withSeneothenfoundherawakeandstaringinto

nothing.Theywalkedover.

“Howareyoufeeling?”

Tshegolookedatthem.“Ididn’tkillReaIswear.”

“Itsokchild.Pleaseneverdosomethinglikethis



again.Wecan’tdealwithit.Losingtwopeopleistoo

much.”

Tshegonodded.“Iam sorry.”

“Iwillalertyourfather.”

MmagweJuniorwalkedoutpressingherphonethen

SeneolookedatTshego.“Howdoesitfeelalmost

dying.Beingchockedbyarope,runningoutair,

unabletobreath,youkickingregrettingyourdecision

becauseyouareinpain.Howdoesitfeel?”

“Ihavelearntmylesson.”

“Sureyouhave?Wedon’twanttoloseyou.”

“Ihave.Ididn’tkillRea.Iswear.”

“Idon’tknow.Whoknows?OnlyGodknowswhat

happenedtomysister.ButIam goingtocomefor

you,Iam goingtocomeaftereveryoneandoneby

oneIwillhauntyoudownandyouwillwishyouhad

diedtodaywhenit‘sfinallyyourturn.Youwillwish

youhadactuallytightenedthatrope,youwillwish

youhadhungyourselfwherenoonewasgoingto

findyoubecauseIam goingtomakeyouregret



everybreathyouaregoingtotaketodaygoing

forward.Imaybeyoungbutwhenthetimecomes…I

am goingtofinishyouall.Mysisterwillnotdiefor

nothingTshegofatso.Shecan’tdiefornothing.”

TshegoswallowedhardstaringinSeneo’scoldeyes.

“Seneo-“

“Ngng,don’tbegmeyet,thetimetobegwillcome

andGodyouwillbegmesomuchtillyoudon’thave

avoice.YouwillcrysomuchtillyoucrybloodandI

willnotletyougo,youwillkillyourselfattheend.

Yourkidswillsufferjustlikemysistersuffered…”

“You-“

“Butdon’tworry.Youstillhavetimetoenjoyyourlife.

Thereisplentyoftimetoenjoyyourlife.Howoldare

you?21?Youstillhavetime.Justrelaxbutknowthe

clockisticking.Knowyournameisonthelist,

maybeitsfirstorlast.Idon’tknowbut,it’sthere.

Ticktockticktock…timeismoving.”

ThedooropenedandmmagweJuniorwalkedback

in.SeneosmiledmovingbackthenmmagweJunior

tookTshego’shandintohers.



“Yourfatheriscoming.”

TshegolookedatSeneowhosmiledandwinked.

***

Atthepolicestation,Winnieputherhandsonher

facewhilethepoliceofficerlookedather.

“Soyoukilledher?”

“EvenifIdidn’t,thereisnohopeinmesayingIdidn’t

wheneveryonesaysIdid.”

“Youadmittedtoitinthatrecording.”

“Itoldhim whathewantedtohear.”

“Youwilltellthattothejudge.Wearelockingyouup

andyouwillwaitforyourtriallockedinprison.”

***

MeanwhileObonolodrovetothehospitalwithCathy.



“Whywouldyourdaughtertrykillingherself?Guilty

maybe?”

“Maybebutshedidn’tdoit.”

“Howdoyouknow?”

“BecausesheismydaughterandIknowher.Tshego

wouldneverkillanyone.”

“Everyoneiscapableofmurder.Theyjustneedthat

angerunleashedandItellyou,youwillbesurprised.”

“Tshegodidn’tdoit.”

“Shemightnothavedoneitbutsheknewitwas

goingtohappen.”

“Cathycomeon…”

Cathyraisedherhands.“Ok…so,yourbrotheronly

hadtwokids,thelateoneandthatbeautifulgirl?”

“Yes.Hisfirstchilddiedbeforehewasborn.”

“Shame.”

“Yeah.”

“Sowhatareyougoingtodonow?”



“Iwanttotakethem with,Ithinktheyshouldstay

withus.”

Cathysmiled.“Andyoucankeepacloseeyeon

them,youmeanyourdaughterandyournieceright?”

“Yes.”

“That’sagoodidea.Yournieceseem verysweet.

Shehelpedmetodayinthemorningandshehas

beennothingbutasweetthing.”

“Sheisnice."

"Indeed.Myfather'sfriendownsaboardingschool,

shewilldowellthere.Sheseemslikeabright

student."

"Wewillsee."

"Iwillmakephonecalls.Shewillgetplacementthere.

Whatabouttheolderone?"

"SheisgoingbacktoUniversitysoshewillremain

here."

"Ok."

***



AtUBlaterthatday,KatlorushedbehindRyan.

"Hey...Iam sorryaboutyourfriend.icanunderstand

whatyouarefeeling."

"Canyou?"

Katlonodded."Ican.Ilostmybrothertoo.Hetoo

wentmissingandwaslaterfounddeadsoI

understandhowitfeels.Thedisbelief.Thedenial.I

am reallysorry."

Helookedatherandnodded."Thanks."

"Ifeelsoguiltyaboutwhathappenedthelasttime.I

shouldhaveneverspokentoherlikethat.Shejust

ignoredme.Sheneverrepliedback."

"Shelongforgaveyou.Reaneverheldgrudges."

Katlosmiled."Ok,bye."

Heturnedandwalkedaway.Katlotookadeep

breathwatchinghim walkaway.Herroommatewho

hadbeenstandingashortdistancewalkedover.

"Whatwereyousayingtohim?"

"Hisgirlfriendpassedon."



"Whathappenedtoher?"

"Shewasmurdered."

"That'sanunfortunatebutthisanopportunityfor

you."

"Whatopportunity?"

"Togethim.Yourcompetionisnowdead."

"AmandaIam notgoingtotakeadvantageofhis

pain."

"Don'tbestupid.Allyouhavetodoisbetherefor

him.Everythingelsewillfallintoplaceonitsown.He

isyours.Justplayyourcardsright.Hisgirlfriendis

deadandnevercomingback."

***

Athishouse,Ryansatonhisbed.Thehousewas

stillintheconditionReahadleftitin.Hehadn't

movedanything.Theduvetsstillhadherscent.He

pickedanotherdresshehadgottenher.Itwas



provingdifficulttoacceptreality,hisheartwas

breakingintopiecesandhewonderedifeverhewill

acceptit.HissweetReacouldn'tbedead.Atearran

downasthepainslashedhisheartintotinypieces

tillitgotsophysical.Heliftedhisheadassomeone

knockedonhisdoorthenhegotupwipinghistears.

Hewalkedovertohisdoorandopened.

"Moitoi?"
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Moitoiraisedthediary.“Ibroughtthis.Ourrelatives

havebegunarriving.IthoughtIwouldbringitbefore

anyonewentthroughthethings.”

Ryanstretchedhishandandgotit.Heopenedthe

firstpageandlookedathernamewritteninbold

capitalletters.Heopenedtheotherpageandread

throughentry1.Heswallowedhalfwaythroughand

closedthebook.

“Thankyouforbringingthistome.”

“It’sok.Thereareherpicturesinsidetoo.Ibroughta

few.”

“Thanks.”

“Youarewelcome.Thefuneralisnextweekend.”

Henodded,Moitoisteppedbackseeingthepainin

hiseyes.Hewasfightinghisowntears.Sheturned



andwalkedawaythenhewentbackinsidehishouse

andsatonthebed.Rea’sphotosslippedfrom the

diaryfallingtothefloor.Hepickedthem upand

lookedatfirstpicture,itseemedasifitwasher

preschoolgraduation,shesmiledsobrightlywitha

missingtooth.Helookedattheotheronerealizingit

wasrecent.Shewasholdingherawards.Hetraced

thepictureswithhisfingerasatearfellonthe

picture.Ahugelumpblockedhisthroatwhilehe

triedswallowing.Godifonlyhecouldgetonelast

chancewithher,that’sallhereallyneeded.Tosay

goodbye.Nothingseemedtomakesenseormaybe

itwasjustthedisbelief.Unabletomasterthe

strengthtoopenherdiaryandread,heputitdown

andreachedforthesleepingpillshehadpurchased

earlieronandpoppedtwoinhismouthandpushed

them downwithwater.

AWEEKLATER

Atthefuneral,relativesfilledRea’sgrandmother’s



yard.Theyardwasfilledwithalotofpeopleall

seatedunderawhitetentObonolohadhired.Other

relativescookedatthebackofthehouseonthefire

whileotherswerebusyinthekitchen.Studentsfrom

LedumangSeniorschoolstoodinfrontofthecrowd

singingwhiletheirchoirmasterstoodinfrontof

them.

Modimoaleteng

Hayomathata,hayomathatahayo

Modimoaleteng

(Ukhololwamindonyukanalo)

Ukhololwamindonyukanalo

Ndilubambengesandlandiyongena

Naloekhay’ezulwini

(Ukhololwamindonyukanalo)
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Nomakunzimanomandiyonyuka
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AtthebackofthecrowdRyanandKabosatdown



justarriving.Ryanwatchedthestudentsintheirfull

schooluniformssingingsoslowmovingtheirbodies

from sidetoside,besidethem wasRea’spicture

frame,thesameonelikehehadwhereshewas

collectingherawards.Helookedatthefuneral

program andswallowedhardwhilehisintestines

tiedinnotches.Thesingingsongstoppedawhile

laterthenthestudentssatdownwhileRea’sfriend

remainedholdingapieceofpaperwhereshehad

writtenherspeech.Shadifixedherspectaclesand

lookedatthecrowd,tearsfillinghereyes.

“MynameisOshadiKehakae.ReaandImetbackin

form 1,wewerebothlostbecausereneresa

attendaorientation.”Shechuckledwithasmall

smile.“Shewassweettome,weinstantlybecame

friends.IknewwithherIwassafe.Shewasniceto

everyone,neverheldanygrudges.Withinashort

periodoftimeshehadbecomemoreofmysister

thanjustafriend.Ourfriendshipsurvivedthrough

JuniorschooltoSeniorschoolthoughwewerein

differentclasses.Itriedtotalktotheprincipaland

haveusinthesameclass,Irememberpleadingmy



case,kemokopegore…”Sheputherhandoverher

mouthcrying.Shadi’smotherstoodupandwalked

tothefront.Shehuggedherdaughter.“Iaskedthe

principaltoswitchmesoIcanbewithReabutit

wasimpossible.Butthatneverchangedanything

becausewewerealwaystogetherwheneverwe

couldbe.Reaalwayssmiled,shealwayssmiledno

matterwhat.Shealwaysupliftedmewhenitwas

hard.Shestoodbymewhennoonewaswiththere

andshealwayshadmyback,wehadplans,planswe

madesinceform 1andthoseplans…thoseplans

willneverthedayoflightbecausesheisnothere

anymore.Iwant…Iwanttowakeupfrom this

nightmarebutit’styingmedown…Ican’teven

breathe…Isawher.Ihadbeenwithherthatdayat

school.Shesaidshewouldvisitmethefollowing

dayandwewouldgotothemall.Thatnever

happened.Iprayhersoulrestsinpeace,theheavens

havestolenabigblessingfrom us,from me.Ahuge

partofmineisgone.Iwillneverfeelwholeagain.”

ShadilookedatRea’sframeandsmiled.“Iam going

tosingoursong…Iam goingtosingitforyou…”



Shadivoiceshooksobadasshestartedtosing

lancedwithasob.

Sharemylife,takemeforwhatIam

‘CauseI’llneverchangeallmycolorsforyou

Takemylove.I’llneveraskfortoomuch

Justallthatyouareandeverythingyoudo

Idon’treallyneedtolookverymuchfurther

Idon’twannahavetogowhereyoudon’tfollow

Iwon’tholditbackagain,thispassioninside

Can’trunfrom myself,there’snowheretohide

Butdon’tmakemecloseonemoredoor

Idon’twannahurtanymore….

Unabletosinganymore,Shaditurnedtohermother



buryingherheadinchestcrying.Hermotherwalked

withherbacktoherseat.Thespeecheswentfora

whiletillitwasfinallySeneo’sturn.Shestoodatthe

frontwithMoitoiandpressedherlipstogethertrying

toconcealhercry.ShelookedoveratRea’scoffin,

herbrainunabletoprocessyet.Shegotthemicand

tookadeepbreathstaringatRea’spictures.

Secondswentpastasshestoodtherequietlyatthe

edgeofbreakingdown.Moitoigotthemic.

“Iam Moitoi,thisisSeneo.Wefirstwanttothank

everyonewhoisheretoday,weappreciateyou

takingyourtimetocomeallthewayheretohelpus

layReatiletorest.Itwasnotsupposedtoendlike

this,notinthismanner.Thewoundcutsdeep,

deeperthananything.WelovedReasomuchithurts

morethananything.Wearestillinhopesofwaking

upbutasmoredayspass,itseemsrealitykeeps

throwingpainatus.Hopefullyonedaywewillbe

abletothinkaboutReawithoutsomuchpainbut

actuallycelebrateherlifeforshedeservestobe

celebrated.Shewasangelsenttousstraightfrom

God,wejustdidn’tknowit.Shehasleftamark,abig



oneandnoonecanevereraseit.Iwouldliketo

thankLedumangSeniorschoolandallthosewho

camehere,youaregreatlyappreciatedit.Thankyou

principalforcoming.ThankyouShadi,Ialsowould

liketothankanotherofRea’sfriend,Ryanwhois

here.Hehastakenhistimetocomeallthewayfrom

Gaboroneleavingschooltobeheretoday.Please

allowthesepeopletofeelwelcomeinourhome,let

them bepresentwhenwelayhertorest.Thank

you.”

MoitoiputthemicdownandtookSeneo’shandthen

ledhertowheretheyhadbeenseating,nexttotheir

grandmother.

Thefuneralprogram wentonforawhilethenpeople

gotintheircarstogotothecemetery.Moitoiwalked

overtoRyanandhisbrother.

“Hello…”

Ryanforcedasmile.“Yourspeechwasmature.”

Moitoichuckledandstoppedbeforeshecouldstart

crying.“Thankyou.”

“Thankyouforthedirections.”



“It’sok.Doyouguyshaveacar?”

“Yeah.”

“Ok,youcanfollowothercars.”

Moitoiturnedandwalkedaway.Seneoturnedas

soonassheapproachedherthenturnedandwaved

once.Ryanwavedbackbeforegoingtohisfather’s

carwithKabo.

Obonolowalkedoverastheyjumpedinthecarand

knockedonthewindow.Ryanrolledthewindow

down.

“Dumelang…”

“Whoareyoutwo?Ihearyouareseeingmy

daughter.”

Ryantookadeepbreath.“Weareonlyfriendssir.”

“Stayawayfrom mydaughter.Youaretoooldfor

her.”

“Tooold?Whatdoesthatmean?”

“Boy,leavemydaughteralone.”

“Ifyoucaredsomuchthenyouwouldhaveneverleft



thesekidsalonewithamonsterandtodayyouhad

yourniecekilledallbecauseyouweretoobusy

fuckingwhitebitchesinsteadofbeingthecaretaker

youhadvolunteeredtobe.Don’tcometomewith

bullshitwhenyoufailedtobeafuckingparent.O

sekawabatlagompapelaotlahakaattitude’nyana

yamasepa.Suthakebatlagotsamaya.Nxla.”

Shocked,Obonolosteppedback.Ryan’sdeepsharp

voicehadhim standingstillwhilehedroveaway.A

relativewalkedover.

“Areyouok?Whoisthat?”

Heclearedhisthroat.“Iam fine,gatwekeditsalatsa

MoitoitsagoGaborone.”

“Ehe,let’sgo.”

***

Atthecemetery,thecrowdsangasofthymn

watchingthecoffindownthegrave,mmagweJunior

whowasstandingamongstotherpeoplewipedher



tearswithherscaff.Allshecouldrememberwas

Rea’beautifulsmilewhenevertheytalked.Shetried

torecallwhattheirlastconversationhadbeenabout

butnothingcameup.ShelookedoveratSeneoand

Moitoicryingwishingtogothereandcomfortthem

butshewasjustoutofplace.Theirgrandmother

waswiththem,holdingthem tightlyinherarms.

ShelookedoveratRyan,hispainwaseasytosee.

Shedidn’tknowhim muchbutforthelastdaysshe

nowknewhewasagoodboy.Hecouldactually

beenagoodhusbandtoRea.Standingbesideher

wasTshego.Shestoodthereincompletesilence,

stonyface.Shehadbeenquietsincesheleftthe

hospitalandsheactuallyfearedforherlife.Whatif

Seneocameforhernowandkilledher.Maybeeven

pourheracidlikeReahadbeenpouredacid.She

swallowedhardstaringatSeneostandingwith

Moitoiwonderingwhatwasgoingoninherhead.

Murderingsomeonemaybe?Shesighedandclosed

hereyeslookingdown.

***



Awhilelatereveryonewentbackhomewheresome

peoplestarteddispersingwhileothersate.Theclose

relativessatinthehouseinthemeeting.Obonolo’s

youngerunclestarted.

“SinceReahasdied,sheisleavingbehindhersister,

Seneo.WhowilltakeherinbecauseReadiedin

Obonolo’shands,hiswifekilledhersowecan’ttrust

him withtheotheroneanymore.”

OneofObonolo’soldestuncleshookhishead.“We

arenotsureofthat,shehasnotbeenprovenguilty.”

TheyoungerunclelookedatSeneoandsmiled.“But

thatdoesn’tchangethefactthesekidshavebeen

gettingabusedlately.Ihavedecidedtotakeherin

togetherwithmywife.”

Obonolosighed.“Bagolo,IknowIhavedisappointed

you,Ihavealsodisappointedmybrother,Wherever

heis,heiscryingbutthistimethingswillbe

different.Iam takingSeneowithbacktoLondonso

shestayswithmewhereIcanwatchandtakecare

ofherlikeIpromised.Iwillbetakingherand



Moitoi.”

Theyoungeruncleshookhishead.“Iheardyouhave

awhitewomaninyourlife.”

“Thatwhitewomanhasnothingtodowithanything.

Sheisalawyerwhoisstandingupforjustice,Iam

goingtotakemybrother’sdaughterwithandprove

toeveryonethatIcantakecareofher.”

“Obviouslyyoucan’ttakecareofher,youalready

losthersisterand-“

“Iam sorrytointerrupt.”Moitoispokeloudandcalm.

“ButSeneowillnotbegoingwithanyofyou.Iam

takingresponsibilityofher,Iam 18andcapable.She

is15,notachildanymore.Iam goingtotakeher

undermywingandinthemeantimeshewillstay

withmygrandmotherandschoolhere.AssoonasI

havesettled,Iam goingtotakeherinandtakecare

ofher.Pleasedon’tthinkyoucanfightmebecause

youdon’tknowwhatIam capableof.Someofyou

herearepervertsandyouwanttotakeherinto

molesther.Weknowyouandwehaveseenyou,

pleasedon’tprovokemetoexposeyoubecauseI



willifyoupushmyhand.Thereisnooneherewho

reallycaressodon’topenyourmouththinkingyou

cangiveanopinionwhenthelasttwoyearsyoukept

youropiniontoyourself.Nowthatisclearedandout

oftheway,wemoveontothenextissue,theplot.

TheplotautomaticallygoestoSeneo,Idon’twantto

hearanyonetalkaboutitbecauseit’snotyours.Iam

goingtoputthathouseforrentandthemoney

obtainedfrom itwillgotoSeneo’strustfund.When

sheis18,shewilltakehermoney.Whatelseam I

leavingbehind?Ithinkthat’sall.”

Everyonekeptquiet,Obonoloopenedhismouthto

speakbuthisnotherraisedherhand.

“MoitoiismeandIam Moitoi.Whatevershehasjust

saidiswhatwillhappen.That’sfinal.Isthere

anythingelseneedingadiscussion?”

Theylookedatherandshooktheirheads.“Good.

Thoughtso.”

***



OutsidemmagweJuniorwaitedwonderingwhat

wasbeingdiscussed.AwhilelaterObonolowalked

outthenhewalkedovertoher.

“WhereisSeneogoing?”

“Sheisremainingwithmymother.”

“Oh…ok.Ithoughtyouweretakingher.”

“Theyrefused.”

“Iam sorry.”

“It’sok,atsomepointtheyareright.Ifailedthese

kids.”

“Sowhatnow?”

“Idon’tknow.Keheletswe.IthinkgoingtoLondon

wasthebiggestmistakeIhaveevermadeinmylife.

Iam thinkingmaybeIshouldcomeback.”

“Butyouhaveonlytwoyearstobefinished.”

“What’stheuseoffinishingwhenIam nothappy

there.Iwilltalktomybossesandfinishonline.”

“ThenwhataboutCathy?”



“Whatabouther?”

MmagweJuniortookhishandsintohers.She

smiled.“Thefamilymightdenyyouthechildfornow

butassoonastheyrealizeIam amothertothat

child,theywillletyouhaveher.Pleaselet’sstop

playinggamesObonolo.Stopdraggingusinto

unnecessarydrama.Wearetoooldforthat.Kekopa

oleselekgowaletsamayeandworkonputtingthis

familybacktogether.Youcan’tdenywhat’sbetween

us.Ifyoudon’twantIam goingtomoveonand

eventuallyfindamanwhocanbemanenoughand

lovemeright.Bythetimeyouthinkyoucancome

back,itwillbetoolate.Iam goingbacktoGabs,you

knowwhattodowhenyouhavecometoadecision

butjustknowIwon’twaitforever.Ihavefiledfor

divorcebytheway.Iam goingtobidfarewelltomy

girls.”

ObonolowatchedherwalktowardsSeneoand

Moitoiwhohadjustwalkedoutandhuggedbothof

them.

6YEARSLATER
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IntheearlymorningofaSaturday,Moitoicleaned

herhousethoroughlyputtingeverythinginplace.

Thesmallbachelorpadsuitherstylequiteperfectly

andshejustlovedeverythingaboutit.Herphone

rangjustasshestartedbakingthensheblushed

answering.

“Hey…”

“Iwasthinkingwecangosomewheretoday,gofor

theweekendandcomebackonMonday.”

Moitoismiled.“Iwouldloveto,butNeoiscoming.”

“It’sjustfortheweekend.”

“BabeIhaven’tseenherinmonths,Ibarelyspend

enoughtimewithher,Ithoughtthistimearoundit

woulddifferent.”

“Don’tyouthinkshewillunderstandthatyouneed



somebreaktoo?Youhavebeenworkinghardtrying

toproveapointatwork.”

“Canwegonextweekendplease.Ireallywantto

comewithbutsheisarrivingthisafternoonand-“

“It’sok.”

“Iam sorry.Iloveyou,youknowthatright?”

“Yeah.Gosharp.”Hehungup,Moitoilookedather

phoneforawhilethensighedcallinghim back.

“Moitoi?”

“Iam sorry.Pleasedon’tbeupset.It’sjustthatI

alreadymadeplansandIdon’twanttocancelthem.”

“Isaidit’sok.”

“Ongadile.(Youareangry.)”

“Iam noangryjustthatyouknowIwillbeflyingout,I

thoughtwewouldspendasmuchtimetogether

beforeIleave.Ihavealsobeenthinkingaboutthe

wayforwardforus.Iam tiredofsneakingaroundto

seeyou.Iwanttodotherightthing.Kebatlago

nyala.(Iwanttogetmarried.)”



Moitoi’sheartskipped.“Youwanttogetmarried?

But-“

“Ithoughtaboutit.Iam toooldtobeplayingsuch

games.It’stimeIsettle.Iwanttogetmarried.”

“IwillaskforleaveonMonday,wecangothen.”

“Noit’sok,wewillgoonnextweekend.Iloveyou.”

“Iloveyoutoo.”

Moitihungwithasillysmile,5yearsofarelationship

wasn’tajoke.ShethoughtfullythoughtofReabut

then,Reawouldbehappyforher.Shewassureshe

would.

“Iam coming!”

Moitoilaughed.“Youbetter.Imadeplansforus.”

“Keetla,(Iam coming,)Ireallymissyou.”

“Imissyoutoo.”

“Mmagooneacomplainermalobaaregankeketla

lapeng.(YourmotherwascomplainingsayingI

nevercomehome.)”

Moitoilaughed.“Sheisnotwrong.”



“Aobathong,Iam ahustlerkana.Ican’tstayinone

place.”

“Sowhereareyougoingforinternship?”

“Maun.”

Moitoi’sheartbroke.Shesigheddisappointed.

“Aoow?EishIwashopingthatmaybeyoucometo

Gabs,youwillbecloser.”

“Iam sorry.Iknow,metoo.”

“Maunisjustfar,toofar.”

Seneolaughed.“Igotyou!”

“Theydidn’tplaceyouatMaun?”

Seneogiggled.“Ngng,Marina.”

Moitoismiled.“Iam olderthanyouSeneo,stop

playingwithmybrainslikethat.”

“Sorry.Howisschool?”

“Youmeanhowisbeingatemporaryteacher?Iam

pushing.Hopefullytheyseemypotentialandhire

mefulltimemmekebatlaGaborone.Jwanengis

toomuchforme.”



“Hopefullythatcomestopass.Iam comingthrough

Gabs,Igotaliftfrom afriend.Iam almostinGabs.”

“Ok,Iwillwaitatthebusrank.”

“Sharp.”

Seneohungup.ExcitedlySeneocontinuedbaking

hymninginherkitchen.

***

Tshegosatonherbedlookingatheremailshoping

foraresponseinherjobapplicationsbuttherewas

nothing.Sherefreshedhermailboxagainhoping

thatthe25MBshehadjustpurchasedwasn’t

finishedyet.Sheclosedhereyesdisappointedthen

putherphonedown.Shewonderedhowmuchmore

shehadtowaittillshegotajob,Moitoiwasalready

workingandthereshewas.Herphonerangthenshe

answered.

“Hello?”

“Hi.IheardyouaresellingsomePeruvianweaves?”



“Ehmma.”

“Iwouldliketoseethem.Canyoucometomy

house.”

“Willyoubebuying?”

“Howam IbuyingsomethingIhaven’tseennemma?

Ifyoucan’tbringthem it’sfine.Iwillgetanother

person.”

“No,it’sok.Iwillcome.Wheredoyoustay?”

“Phakalane.Letmesendyoudirectionsonthis

number.”

“Ok.”

TheladyhungupthenTshegoreachedforherpurse

andtookoutthelastmoneyshehad.Shelookedat

itforawhilewonderingifitwaswisetogoto

Phakalane,whatiftheladydidn’tbuytheweave?

Shetookadeepbreathgatheringsomefaiththen

quicklychangedbeforewalkingoutofthehouse

withtheweavesinabag.Awhilelatershewas

walkingdownthestreetsearchingforhousenumber

3372.Shestoppedatthegateandpressedthe



intercom.Thegateopenedthenshewalkedingoing

tothedoor.Theladyopenedbeforeshecouldknock

inalongsummerdress.

“Tshego?”

“Ehmma.”

“Letmeseethem.”

Tshegoopenedherbagandletherhavealook.The

ladylookedattheweaves.

“Ammegomokeoriginal?(Isthisoriginal?)Itlooks

fake.”

“It’soriginal.”

“Ngng,thislookslikesynthetichair.Sofake.Where

didyougetit?”

“Iordereditfrom mytrustedsupplier.It’soriginal.”

“Ngng,itdoesn’tlooklikeit.Thislookslikeplastic.

Howmuchisit?”

“P2000.”

“No,Iam notpayingsomuchmoneyforsomething

sofake.P300.”



“It’snotfake,it’soriginaland-“

“Icanseegoregomogofaketlhamma.Nyaa,you

can’tsellitforsomuchmoneywhenit’sfake.”

Tshegolookedatthelady.“Youknowthisisoriginal

butyouwantitforsmallamountofmoney.Imay

needthemoneybutIam notgoingtogiveyoumy

wigformorethanIbought.Thatwon’thappen,go

andlookforamoreoriginalone.Andpleasenever

callpeopletoyourhousewhenyouknowyoudon’t

havemoney.”

Tshegotookherwig,putitbackinthebackand

walkedoutofthegate.Tearsburnthereyesbutshe

rathertookadeepbreathtryingtoholditin.She

lookedatthelastP10inherhandwonderingwhat

wasgoingtohappennow.Shedidn’tevenhaverent

forthismonthandshewastooashamedtoask

from Moitpiagain,notwhenshehadpromisedto

payitback.Shewalkeddownthestreettryingto

thinkofaplanwhenawhiteRangeRoverstopped

besideher.

“Hi,Iheardyoutalkingtomywife,jumpin.Ketlago



dropper.(Iwilldropyouoff.)”

Tshegolookedatthemanandwalkedroundthecar.

Shegotinandsmiled.

“Dumelang,youwanttogetherthewig?”

“Yes,howmuchisit?P2500?”

“2000.”

“Ok,letmeewalletit.What’syournumber?”

Tshegoexcitedlycalledouthernumberthenthe

manewalletedthemoneyandlookedather.

“What’syourname?”

“Tshego?”

Hesmiled.“Iam Tumelo.Wheredoyoustayagain?”

“Phase1.”

“Ok,ketlagodropatengbutIwanttopick

somethingfrom Avanihotelfirst.Isthatok?”

“That’sok.”

TumelostartedthecaranddrovetoAvaniwherehe

parkedbytheparkinglot.



“Wecangotogether.”

Tshegosmiledstaringattheringonhisfingernow

figuringwhatwasgoingon.Shesteppedoutofthe

carwithherbagofweaves.

“Thankyoubuyingyourwifetheweave,Iam sure

shewillappreciateit.Iwillgetacombiacrossthe

roadandgohome,youcancontinuewithwhatyou

aredoing.Thankyou.”

Shewalkedawayleavinghim standingthere.Her

phonerangasshecrossedtheroad.

“Hello?”

“Youdidn’tgivemethewig.”

Shelookedbackthenwalkedbacktothegatewhere

shehandedthesecurityguardthewighangingup.

“Dumelang,couldyoupleasegivethatmanover

therethiswig.”

“Ok.”

“Thankyou.”

Tshegocrossedtheroadagainjustasacombi



stopped.Shejumpedinthenherphonevibrated.She

lookedathim callingthenignoredit,thetwo

thousandinherewalletaccounthadthesmileonher

facerefusingtodisappearandshereallycouldn’t

careless.

***

InGaborone,Seneosteppedoutofthecarand

smiledstaringatherfriendandfriend’smother.

“Thankyousomuch.”

“It’sok,bye!”

Shepickedherbagandwalkedtothebusseswhilea

conductorrantoher.

“Sweety,whereto?”

“Jwaneng.”

“Oh,youcancomewith.”

Hepickedherbagandwalkedbehindhim.Aman

walkedovertohim justastheyapproachedthebus.



“Eitalaitaka,kebatlabathobaletwobajwaneng

tlhemonna,otlanwasengwenyana.(Iam looking

foronepersongoingtoJwaneng,youwilldrink

something.)”

Theconductorlookedattheman.“Kanabrayaka

lennagohakedirabusiness.(Iam alsodoing

businesshere.)Obatlagontseeladicustomara

yaanong.(Youwanttotakemycustomersnow.)”

“Aowlaitaka…”

“Ok.Tsaoneeh.(Getone.)”

“Sure…”

Themanhandedtheconductoratwentypulanote

thentheconductorlookedather.

“Obatlagotsamayaleenesweety?(Youwanttogo

withhim sweety?)”

Seneonodded,maybewithaprivatecarshewould

actuallyarrivesoonerthanlater.Theman

immediatelytookherbagfrom theconductorand

ledhertohisRunXwhereshesatinthefrontwhile

twootherpeoplesatattheback.Hestartedthecar



anddrovefrom thebusrankwhileshetookouther

phoneandlookedatthetimecalculatingtimeshe

wouldprobablyarrive.Sheputthephonedownas

themanturneduphisradioplayingKhayaMthethwa.

Hesangalongwithhisbeautifulsmoothvoice.

Seneorelaxedonherseatwithherhandsonher

thighs.Almosttwohourslater,herphonebeeped

indicatingbatterylowjustasthetwopassengers

steppedout.SeneoimmediatelytriedcallingMoitoi

butherphonevibratedagainswitchingoff.

Themanlookedather.“Whereexactlyareyou

going?”

“Mysistersaidshewouldwaitformeatthebus

rankbutnowmyphoneisoff.”

“Youcancallwithmine.”

Hehandeditoher,SeneosmiledanddialedMoitoi’s

number.“Hello?”

“Moi,it’sSeneo.Myphoneisoff,Iam almostthere.”

“Ok,Iam onmytotherank.Iwillwaitforyouthere.

Whichbusareyouin?”



“Igotalift.”

“Ok,lethim dropyouoffbythebusses,Iwillbe

there.”

“Ok.”

Shehungupandgavebackthehone.“Thankyouso

much,shesaidshewillwaitattherank.”

“Ok.Youseem tobecomingfrom far.”

“IHS,serowe.”

“Ohh,nurse?”

“Almost.”

Hesmiled.“That’snice.Iam sureyouaregoingto

makeagreatnurse.Youwon’tbethetypetogiveus

attitudeakere?”

Shelaughed.“Iam nice.”

“Waaithat’swhattheyallsay.”

“AeetlheraawenaIam nice.”

Hesmiledshowinghisrightdimple.“Ok,Iam

Kgotso.”



Seneolaughedshakinghishandwhilehedrove.

“Seneo.”

“NicemeetingyouSeneo.”

“Areyouachurchgoer?”

“Yes,why?”

“Yourmusic.”

“Isitboring?”

“It’sfine.”

Kgotsolaughed.“Letmechangeitbeforeoganago

palamakoloiyamenexttime.”

Shesmiledthenhechangedthemusic,helookedat

herwithasmilethatmadehersmileevenmore.

Therewasjustsomethingabouthim,maybeitwas

justhowsofthewas,howcalm hewasbutitmade

hersmile.

“Youcancometomychurchsometimewhenyou

arenotbusy.Ipromiseyou,yourtasteinmusicwill

change.”

Seneoshookherhead.“IlonggaveuponGod.”



“Why?”

“Hefailedmeeverytime.Iseenoreasonforgoing

tochurchandpraisingsomeonewhochoseto

watchmesufferwhenhecouldhavedone

something.IfIam meanttogotohellthensobeit.I

don’tcare.”

“Everythinghappensforareason.”

“Notthedeathofmysister.Notthedeathofmy

parents.Thatshouldn’thavehappened.”

Kgotsolookedather.“Ok,Igetyoubutpleasecome

tochurch.Attendjustoneservice.Justone.”

“Iam goodthanks.”

“IwilldriveyoubacktoIHSwhenyouaregoingback,

allforfree.”

Seneopaused.“Forfree?”

“Yes.Iwon’tmakeyoupaytoday.Comewithmeto

churchtomorrow.”

Shethoughtfullythoughtaboutthemoneyshewas

savingthennodded.“Ok.”



Kgotsosmiled.“Great.Wearehere.”

Hestoppedattherank.Seneolookedoutsidethe

thencaughtsightofMoitoi.

“Isawher.Thankyou.”

“Youcansaveyournumber.ThechurchisinGabs.I

willpickyouupandwegothenIwillreturnyou.”

“Ok.”

Shesavedhernumberinhisphonethensteppedout

whilehegotherbagHehandedittoherandwaved

asshewalkedaway.MoitoilookedatSeneowalking

over,herhairtiedintoatightbunontopofherhead.

Hersize34jeansfilledherjeanswithherhipsand

ass.Moitoismiledastheyhugged.

“Hey!”

Seneogiggled.“Iam here.”

“Iam sohappytoseeyou.Whoisthatfinebrother?”

“Heisthemanwhogavemealift.It’salongstory,

let’sgo.”

“Shamebrotherisfine!”



Seneoturnedandlookedathim,hewasstill

standingstaringatthem.Hewaved,shefound

herselfsmilingthenshewavedback.

.

.

Don'tforgettolikeandcomment.
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Laterthatdayintheevening,Moitoisatbetween

Seneo’slegwhilesheputthehairfoodinthehair,

theireyesfixedontheTV.

“Sowhenareyoustartingwithyourattachment?”

“Inaweek,Ihavetolookforaccommodationin

GabsbutmyfriendandIwillbesharing.”

“Iwillhelpyoulook.”

“Iwanttodestroythehouseandstartbuilding

afresh.”

Moitoismiled.“That’ssmart.”

“HopefullyIcandothat.IknowReawantedodothe

same.”

Moitoinodded.Herphonerangthenshestoodup.“I

am coming.”



“Whenam Imeetingyourman?Kanayouhavebeen

hidinghim foryearsnow.”

Moitoilaughedwalkingaway.“Youwillmeethim

soon.”

Seneostoodupandgotherphone.Sherepliedto

hermessagesonwhatsappthenMoitoiwalkedback.

“Godansweredyourprayers,myboyfriendiscoming

overbringingusfood.”

“God!Heisalifesaver.”

Seneo’sphonerangthensheansweredtheunknown

number.

“Hello?”

“Hi,it’sKgotso.”

“Oh,hi!”

“Ifyouhaveanythingredandblacktowear

tomorrowyoucanputiton.”

“Redandblack?”

“Yes.Thereisaneventtomorrowsowearewearing

blackredandwhite.Ifyoudon’thave,that’sstill



fine.”

“IthinkIhavesomething.”

“Ok,youcansendmedirectionstoyoursister’s

housesoIam abletopickyouuptomorrowearly

morning.”

“Ok,Iwillsendthem.”

“ThankyouSeneoforagreeingtocometochurch

withme.”

“Thankmyloveformoney.”

Helaughed.“Iguess,ok,bye.”

Hehungup,MoitoilookedatSeneo.“Mam’fundisi!”

“Mxm.”

“Mmapastor.”

Seneoshookherheadthenstoodupandwalkedto

thebathroom whereshecamebackminuteslater

wipingherwetface.ShepausedwatchingMoitoi

kissingaman,heturnedandlookedather.Seneo

chuckled.

“Kantemmewhyisthisrelationshipasecret?Isit



becauseheismarried?”

Bensonsmiled.“Hey…”

“HiBenson.Thankyouforthefood.”

“It’sok,Ifiguredyouguyswillbetoolazytocook.”

Seneowalkedoverandopenedthepizza.Moitoi

smiled.“Iwillgettheplates.”

ShewalkedtothekitchenwhileBensonlookedat

Seneowhowasalreadytakingapiece.

“Howisschool?”

Shelookedathim,herhairnowfallingtothesideof

herbeautifulfaceandherbackthensmiled.She

seemedtobegettingbetterwitheachday.Herbody

wasgettingmoreandmoreshapedeachday,inher

shortsherlegsseemedsosmooth.Shetookabite

andchewed.

“Schoolisschool.”

“That’sgood.”

Moitoiwalkedbackinholdingplates.“Babe,areyou

staying?”



“No.Iwillleaveyouguystohavefun.”

HekissedMoitoithengaveSeneoasidehug.“Nice

seeingyou.”

“Sharp.”

Seneosatdownstilleatingthenhewalkedout.

MoitoisatbesideSeneotakingapieceofpizzafrom

herboxwonderingifshewouldseem jealousifshe

toldhershedidn’twantherdressinglikethatinfront

ofBensonbutthenthiswasSeneo,hercousinwho

wasnowhersisterandshewouldneverbetrayher.

Seneolookedather.“Areyouok?”

“YeahIam good.”

“Ok,isn’tthisguymarriedthough?”

“Divorced.”

“Whendidhedivorce?”

“Sincethreemonthsback.Hewantstogetmarried.”

Seneolookedather.“Yousnatchedsomeone’s

husbandyouknow…”

Moitoilaughed.“Thosepeoplewerelongseparated



andeitherway,hiswifealreadyhasanewman.It’sa

fairworld.”

Theybothlaughed.

***

Meanwhileinhiscar,Bensondrovetothelodge

wherehewasstayingandcalledhisfriend.

“Laitaka..”

Bensonchuckled.“TodayImetMoitoi’scousin.”

“Thatbeautifulthing?”

“Ineedyoutostopsayingthat,youarefillingmy

headwithnonsense.TodayIsawawomaninthat

kid.It’sdisturbing.”

“ThatpersonisafullwomanIam tellingyou,

imagineifyoucanhaveboth.”

“Iam notdoingthattoMoitoi.”

“Orimagineifyouhavetodoitbehindherback.”



Bensonshookherhead.“Iam notdoingthat.”

Hisfriendlaughed.“Youarelyingtoyourself.”

“Eish,leeneomontlethatatlhemonna.”

“Sheisgettingbetterwithtime.”

“Hookmeup.”

“Ngng,youaremarried.”

Thefriendlaughed.“Mxm,shapolaitaka.”

BensonhungupunabletogetapictureofSeneoout

ofhishead.Hisheadactuallybangedwhilehedrove

confused.Heparkedthecaratthelodgeandclosed

hiseyesfightingoffthetemptation.Hewasn’tabout

tobethereasonwhytheyfought,nowtheyonlyhad

eachother.

***

Thefollowingmorning,Kgotsoparkedhiscarin

frontofthegatehehadbeendirectedtoandcalled

Seneo.Thegateopenedthenshewalkedoutinred



highwaistformalpants,ablackturtlenecktopanda

redblazer.Sheswayedfrom sidetosideinherheels.

Kgotsoquicklysteppedoutandopenedthedoorfor

her,shelookedmorethanbeautifulthatheeven

questionedwhyhehadinvitedher.Forcryingout

loudshewasoutofhisleague.Heswallowedhard.

“He-hey…”

“Ihopeit’sok.”

“Youarefine.Youlookbeautiful.”

Shesmiledthengotinthecar.Heclosedthedoor

thenwalkedroundthecarandjumpedin.

“Todayyoucanplayyourmusic.”

Shechuckled.“Ok.”

***

MmagweJuniorwalkedfrom thebathroom thensat

infrontofthemirrorfixinghermakeup.Obonolo

slowlyopenedhiseyesandlookedather.



“Wakae?”

“Church.”

Hesighed.“Dowehavetogo?”

“Yes.Wehaveto.Youcan’tjustseatandsayyou

won’tgotochurch,maybethat’swhySeneodoesn’t

gotochurchtoo.Mydaughterhasagrudgewith

God,shehatesGodoranythingthathastodowith

God.”

“Ican’tblameher.”

“Ican’tbutGodwillnevergiveusbattleswecan’t

handle.Insteadofyoubeingalazychurchgoer,start

beinganactivechurchgoer,letherseethatGodis

nothingbutlove.”

Obonologotup.“Ican’tmakeherseewhatshe

doesn’twanttosee.ButIwillcomewithtochurch.”

MmagweJuniorsighedshakingherhead.Herphone

rangthenshepickedMoitoi’scall.”

“Hello?”

“Yourdaughterwenttochurchtoday.”



“Youlie!”

“Iam tellingyou.”

“Youforcedher?”

“Shemetapastor.Heconvincedher.”

“Iwanttomeethim.Ihopeheisnottooold.”

“Heisoldenough.”

“Iam sohappy.Ihopesheseesthelight.”

“Metoo.Bensonsayshewantstomarry.”

“EneBensonwhoismarried?”

“Mamamma!”

“Iam asking.”

“Heisdivorced.”

“Finally?”

“Ididn’tdestroyhismarriage,thatwasalready

destroyed.Hiswifedidn’tevenstaywithhim

anymore,shestayedwithhernewman.”

“Ok.Wewillwait.”



“Iam sohappy.”

“Asyoushouldbe.Ok,Iam preparingtogoto

church.”

“Ok,okaemonnawaCathy?(WhereisCathy’s

husband?)”

MmagweJuniorlaughed.“Don’tcallyourfatherthat.

Bye.”

Shehungupandranlipstickonherlips.

***

KgotsotookadeepbreathleadingSeneoinsidethe

church.Seneolookedateveryladydressedineither

askirtordress,shewastheonlyoneinpants.

“Ladiesdon’twearpants?”

“Yesbutit’sok.”

Amanwalkedovertothem andshookhandswith

Kgotso.“PastorElias.”



Kgostlaughedhuggingtheman.

“Iam proudofyouson.Whoisthisbeautiful

woman?”

KgotsoclearedhisthroattakingSeneo’shandinto

his.“ThisisSeneo,afriend.Seneo,thisismyfather,

pastorEliasSenior.”

Seneostretchedherhandwithasmilebutrather

Kgotso’sfatherhuggedherlaughing.“Nicemeeting

youdaughter!Wonderful!Ohhwonderful!”

Seneolookedathim withasmile.Kgotso’sfather

turnedbacktoKgotso.“Sheisbeautiful.Your

motherwilllikeher.Settle,settle.”

KgotsotookSeneo’shandandledhertohisseat

justasthepraiseandworshiptookthestagesinging.

Seneolookedaroundthechurchandsighed.Awhile

latertheyallsatdownthenKgotsowenttothestage

ashewasbeingintroduced.Itseemedtodaywashis

firstdayasapastor.Seneochuckledshakinghis

head,sheshouldhavereallyknownthathewasa

pastor.Thecongregationcheeredforhim.Hetook

themicandstartedsingingtheneveryonejoinedin



gettingup.Seneogotupwatchinghim sing

beautifullyatthefrontdancing.Shesmiledashe

lookedathersinging.Awhilelaterhestarted

preaching.Seneolistenedwhilehespokesocalmly

yetclearly.Sheputherhandstogetherembarrassed

ashesaidaverseinthebibleandeveryoneopened

theirbibleswhileotherslookedatthebiblesintheir

phones.Hewalkedoverwithhisbibleandhandedit

tohersayingaversefrom thebible.

Feelingeyesonher,Seneoopenedthepagecontent

ofthebiblelookingforwherehewasreadingfrom.

Thewomanseatedbesidehertookthebiblefrom

herthenopenedtheverseandhandedbackthe

book.

“Thankyou.”

Thewomanignoredher,Seneotookadeepbreath

readingwhileheexplainedtheverse.Anhourlater

hegotoffthestageasthepraiseandworshiptook

overyetagain.Hesmiledather.

“Yougood?”

Seneosmiled.“Youaregoodatwhatyoudo.”



Hestoodbesidehersingingalong.Afew

announcementgotsaidthentheeveryonestarted

dispersing.Kgotsolookedather.

“Iam goingtotalktomyfather,youcanwaitforme

inthecarorhere.”

“Iwillwaitinthecar.”

“Ok.”

Hehandedherthecarkeysanddisappearedinthe

crowd,seemedeveryonewantedtogreethim.The

womanwhohadbeenseatingbesideherlookedat

Seneowithasmile.

“Hi,mynameisTutu.SisterTutu.”

“Hi,Seneo.”

“Nicemeetingyou,soyouareafriendofPastor

Elias?”

“Yes.”

TutulookedatSeneo’spants.“Hemusthave

forgottentotellyou,inchurchwedresswithrespect.

Noskirtsforwomen.”



“Hedidforget.”

“Youmustknowthesethingsifyouwilldatethe

pastor.Thatmanhasanimagetomaintainsoifyou

can’tliveuptohisstandards,youshouldn’tbewith

him inthefirstplace.Hedeservesawomanwith

dignityandselfrespect,awomanwhowillrespected

forsheherselfisrespectable.Youknownothing

aboutthebibleorchurch,doyouthinkyoushouldbe

here?”

Seneosmiled.“Idon’tknow,whatIknowisthatIam

goingtohellwithalotofpeoplehereeventhough

theyknowthebiblefrom Genesistowhat?

Revelations?Iknowyouaregoingtohelltoosweety.

Idon’tknowthebiblethatmuch,Idon’tknowthe

rulesofthechurcheitherbutyouknowwhat?Idon’t

givetwofucks.Gowithyourratchetjealousass

somewhereandreadthebible,don’tforgettospray

anointingwateronyourforehead.Youmightneed

it.”Seneosmiled.“StayblessedsisterTutu!”She

walkedawayandunlockedtheRunXandgotin.She

tookoutherphonejustasKgotsowalkedoverthen

gotin.



“Hey…thereisachurchmemberwhojustaskedfor

alift.Wearegoingtodropheroffthenwecanget

lunchifthat’sokwithyou.”

“It’sfine.”

Aladywalkedoverinabeautifuldressthengotinat

theback.

“Dumelang…”

Seneoturnedtoher.“Hi.”

“Yournameagain?”

ThewomanlookedatKgotso.“Kagiso.”

“Ohhyes,ok,IwilldropyouoffKagiso.”

“Thankyoupastor.”

“CallmeKgotso.”

Shenoddedrelaxingonherseat.Kgotsostartedthe

caranddroveawayfrom thechurchpremises.He

drovetowhereshestayswhileshedirectedhim.

Halfanhourlaterheparkedthecarinfrontofsome

flats.

“Ok,thankyou.”



“Youstayhere?”

“No,mybrotherdoes.Thankyou-ohthereheis…”

Shesteppedoutthenthebrotherstoppedhissilver

benzrollingdownhiswindow.Seneopausedstaring

atRyantalkingtohissister.Hefinallysteppedoutin

ablackt-shirtthatclampedhiswidechest,black

jeansandsomeblacksneakers.Hetookoffhis

shadeswalkingoverwithasmile.

“Thankyouman,Ihadforgotten.”

Kgotsolaughed.“It’sok.”

RyanlookedatSeneoandtheireyeslocked.Hisown

heartskipped.

“Seneo?”

Seneoopenedhermouthtotalkbutnothingcame

out.Ryanwalkedroundthecarandopenedthedoor

forherpullingherout.Helaughedwithdisbelief.

“Isthisyou?MaybeIam dreaming?”

Seneolaughedshrugging,damn,hadhealwaysbeen

thistallorhehadgrowntaller?Shecouldn’tbesure

buthelookedsogoodheleftherbreathless.He



lookedso…shecouldn’tseem toputawordtoitbut

boywashesexy?Andclean.Wasthiswhatyearsdid

topeople?

“Ican’tbelieveIam seeingyou.You….wow,time

flies.Ilastsawyouwhenyouwerewhat?15?”

Seneonoddedwithablush.

“Shit!Youlook…”Helookedatherwithasmile.

“Grown,beautiful.”

Ryanhuggedherwrappinghisarmsallaroundher,

Seneoinhaledhisscentfeeingthosearmsaround

her.Herclitthrobbed.Guiltconsumedherasshe

thoughtofRea,shemovedbackfixingherjacket.

.

.

.
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Ryansmiled.“It’sreallygoodseeingyouallgrown.”

Seneosmiled.“Niceseeingyoutoo.”

KagisolookedatSeneoconfused.“Who’sshe?”

“Rea’ssister.”

Kagisosmiled.“Oh…Hi!”

“Hi.NiceseeingyouRyanandnicemeetingyou

Kagiso.”

“Ohwait,take.”Hehandedherhisphone.“Iwould

liketohearhoweveryoneis.”Seneoquicklysaved

hernumber.

Ryansmiledasshegotbackinthecarthenthe

pastorwaveddrivingaway.Kagisolookedather

brother.

“Shedoesn’tlooklikehersister.”



“Shedoesn’t.”

“Iam goingtokeepseeingherbecausesheisthe

pastor’sgirlfriend.”

“Ammeotlamohandlapastorwalona?Seneo

doesn’tlooklikeachurchperson.”

“Kgotsoisthesweetestguyever.Heissosweetand

niceandcalm.Seneoseemsnice,feistybutnice.

Theywillbefine.”

Ryanchuckledastheygotbackinhiscar.

***

KgotsolookedatSeneoafterstoppinghiscarata

restaurant.“Howdoyouknowkagiso’sbrother?”

“6yearsback,mylateoldersisterwasdatinghim.I

lastsawhim duringthefuneral,hewasgoing

overseestofinishuphisdegree.”

“Oh…let’sgo.”

Theysteppedoutandwalkedinsidetherestaurant



wheretheybothsatstaringatthemenu.

“Howwaschurch?”

Sheshrugged.“Ok.”

“Whathappenedtoyoursister?”

“Idon’twanttotalkaboutit,maybeyoucantellme

aboutTutu.”

Kgotsosmiled.“Who?”

“Tutu.”

“Thulani?”

“Whateverhernameis.”

“Sheisafriend,we’vebeenfriendseversinceshe

joinedthechurch.”

“Shedoesn’twanttobefriendsobviously.”

“Iwanttobefriendswithher,Idon’tseeanything

beyondthat.Ilongtoldherthis.Didsheharass

you?”

“No.Iam notthetypeofpersontobeharassed.”

“NextSundaywewillgoback?”



“No.IonlysaidoneSunday.”

Kgotsosmiled.“Onedayyouwilllookbackand

laughatthefactthatyouoncehatedGod.”

“Idoubt.”

TheyorderedjustasSeneo’sphonerang.“Hello?”

“Mam’fundisi…”

“Mxm..”

Moitoilaughed.“AnywaysIwon’tbecomingback

today,Iam goingsomewherewithBen.Everythingis

there.Youwillbefine.”

“Yeah.”

“Oksharp.”

“IsawRyan.”

“Really?Where?”

“Kgotsohadtodropoffhissister.”

“Wow!That’snice.Anyways,bye.”

Seneoputherphonedownandfrownedstaringat

Tshegowalkingintherestaurant.Shewaspretty



surethatwasher.Thewaiterbroughttheirfood,

Seneolookedawaywithasigh.

“Whatareyoulookingforinaman?”

ShelookedatKgotsoandsmiled.“Youwanttoget

meabrotherfrom church?”

“Wehavegentlemenatchurch.”

“Idon’twanttodateachurchpersonandbeforced

toattendchurchwithhim orbehaveinacertainway

sotoliveuptohisexpectation.”

“Thatdepends.Noonewilleverforceyoutocome

tochurchifyoudon’twantto.Iwouldn’tforceyou,

goingtochurchisanindividual’schoice.”

“YouareapastorKgotso,theywilldefinitelyneed

mebyyourside.”

“Iam myownperson.Eitherway,youbeingornot

beingbymysideinchurchwon’tdoanythingtomy

relationshipwithGod.Wegotochurchtofellowship

nottoshowourpartners.Mymotherdoesn’tcome

tochurcheverySunday,somepeoplehavenotever

mether,myfathercomestochurcheverySunday,



aloneandthatdoesn’taffecthim.”

“Iwantafaithfulmanwhowillsupportmein

everythingIdo.Amanwhowillholdmyhand

throughitallandneverletgo.Amanwhois

committedandwhoiskind.ButIalsowantaman

whoisgoingtobeabletounderstandwhereIam

comingfrom andunderstandwhyIam goingtodo

thethingsIam goingtodointhenearfutureandnot

judgeme.”

“Thingslikewhat?”

SeneoturnedandwatchedTshegowalkingout.

“Justthings.Inotherwords,Idon’twanta

judgmentalperson.”

“Oh…wellIwant-“

“Achurchgoer?Awomanwhorespectherself

enoughtoberespectedbyothers?”

Kgotsolaughed.“Iwantawomanwhocanbe

truthfultoherselfasmuchassheistootherpeople.

Awomanwhowillshowmetherealher,someone

honestandfaithful,Someonereadytostart

somethingserious.Idon’tbelieveindatingforyears



beforemarryingsomeone.It’seitheryouaretheone

oryouarenot.IknowwhatIwantandIwant

someonewhoalsoknowswhattheywant.Let’s

eat.”

Seneo’sphonevibratedthenshereachedforitand

openedamessage.

Unknownnumber:ItgetsbetterwhenIhearyouare

thepastor’sgirlfriend.Youlookedbeautifultoday,

wasreallynicebumpingintoyou.

Seneosmiledsavinghisnumberthenquickly

responded.

Seneo:Thankyou,youlookedgoodyourself.

Ryan:Whathaveyoubeendoing?

Seneo:Iam goingtoMarinaformyattachmentnow,

Iam studyingnursingatSerowe.

Ryan:Anurse?

Seneo:Yes.

Seneoputherphonedownandstartedeating.She

lookedatthemessagevibrationandignoreditas

Kgotsostartedanotherconversationwithher.



***

AtTshego’shouse,shesatonherbedeatingbutthe

foodhadlostit’staste.Theplanhadbeentoeatin

therestaurantbutthatchangedwhenshesaw

Seneo.Shehadn’tforgottenofthattimeinthe

hospitalandshewonderedifshehadjustbeen

sayingitthattimeorifshereallymeantit.Herphone

rang.

“Hello?”

“Iwanttoseeyou,it’sTumelo.”

“Iam notgoingtosleepwithyou.”

“Iam notaskingyouto.IsthatwhatyouthoughtI

wasgoingtodoyesterday?”

“Whydidyoutakemetoahotel?”

“Iwantedtopicksomebusinessdocuments.I

thoughtleavingyouinthecarwouldboreyou.Iam

sorryifyouthoughtIwantedtofuckyouoreven

rapeyou.CanImakeituptoyou?”

“Willyourwifebethere?”



Tumelolaughed.“No,shewon’t.Weareinthe

processofgettingadivorce.”

“Oh?”

“Yes.It’snotworking.Ithasnotbeenworkingfora

whilenow.”

“Iam sorrytohearthat.”

“It’sok.Anyways,dinner?KanashouldIbringyou

lunch?Somethingtoapologizewith.”

“Iam alreadyhavingmylunch.”

“Iwillbringyousomething,wheredoyoustay

again?”

“Phase1.”

“Ididn’tsleeplastnightwonderingwhatIdidwrong.”

Tshegolaughed.“Iam sorryforjustrunningoff,just

thatIdon’twanttofindmyselfsleepingwitha

marriedwoman.”

“Igetyoubutdidyouknowthatmostofthese

marriedmenremovetheirringsandtheylooklike

theyaresinglewhentheyareactuallymarried.You



willdatesomeoneforyears,givehim children.He

willbethebestyou’veevermetandyethewillstill

bemarried.Theyaresogoodathidingit,neitherwill

youorhiswifeeverfindout.”

“Eish,that’salwaysmyfear.”

“ButIam gettingadivorce,Iwouldhavelongleftbut

Ididn’twanttoinvestintoanythingasyettillthe

divorceisfinalized.”

“Iunderstand.Youcanbringmealargepizza,Iwill

putitinthefridge.”

“Ok,Iam coming.”

Hehungup.Tshegosmiledembarrassedofherlittle

dramayesterday.Shemusthavelookedcrazy.

***

Meanwhileathishouse,Tumeloquicklychanged

thenhiswifewalkedin.

“Whereareyougoing?”



“Iam goingtowatchagamewithLerumo.”

Hiswifehuggedhim.“Aoobabyrra,Ithoughttoday

wewouldspendtimetogether.”

“Iwillcomebackearly.”Hekissedher.“Ipromise.”

Hewalkedoutthenshelookedathim withasigh

callingherfriend.

“Tsala…”

“Girl,okaehubby?”

“Heisnothome,hewenttotakethekidsfrom

mothers.”

“Aow,whenishecomingback?”

“Hejustleftsoprobablylatertoday.Whatisit?”

“Mxm,kanaTumelohasstarted.Hemustbe

cheating.Hesaysheisgoingtowatchagamewith

yourhusband.”

“Heislying.Lerumoisnothome.”

“Mustbeanewwhore.WaistebathongTumelowa

lapisa.Andheisthesamemanwhohasbeengoing

onaboutwantinganotherchild.”



“Hewantstogetyoupregnantandshowyou

flames.”

“Idon’tevenknowwhattodoanymore.”Tearsfilled

hereyes.

“Don’tcry,whoeveritisgoingtoregretit.Thistime

wearenotgoingtoseatandwatch.”

“IfeellikeIam wastingmytimewiththisman.7

yearslaterhestillcheats,Ihavetriedeverythingbut

nothingworks.Maybehejustdoesn’tloveme.”

“Thatmanlovesyou.Don’tstressyourself.Either

way,youaretheonewiththering,hecomesbackto

youeverynight,youtwoarebuildingtogether,you

plantogether.Themanisyours.Noneedtocryso

much,youareMrs.Bale,sheisanobody.Kana

mathatakegorelewenayouarejustweakDineo,

youhavetofightforyourmarriageoleseboyessir.

Thatwon’thelpyou,standyourground.Youneedto

standuptoTumelo,makehim seethatwhenit

comestoyou,heshouldneverthinkofit.Beafreak

nyanatwoseconds.Dodirtythings,keepthefire

burning.”



Dineolaughed.“Iam freakytoo.”

“Whereelsehaveyoueverfuckednotinyour

house?”

“Ijustdon’tfeelcomfortable-“

“Sidechickdoesallthosethingswithout

complaining.Sheletshim haveitwheneverand

wherever.Shedoesallthethingsyoucan’tdojust

becausewenayouarenotcomfortable.Youwill

alwayscryIam tellingyouandhewillalwayscheat

becauseyouareboring.”

“Iam notboring.”

“Thenbeafreak.Standyourground.Standupto

him.”

Dineosighed.“Ok.”

“Bye…Andmakesurehecomesbackhome,kana

wagojamonyanawenaontseho!”

Shehungupandlookedatherphone.Shewentback

toherbedroom wheresheputonherhotnumber

andtookapicturebeforesendingittohim.Today

shewoulddoitall.



***

MeanwhileTumeloswitchedoffhisphoneand

steppedoutofthecarwiththepizzaandanother

plasticofgoodiesleavinghisphonebehind.Tshego

openedthedoorforhim withasmile.

“Therunawaygirl.”

Shelaughedopeningthedoorwiderforhim.He

walkedinhercleanoneroom andputeverything

down.Herlittlefanwasonbuttheheatinsidethe

tinyroom couldsuffocate.

“Thankyou.”

“Yourroom isaminioven.”

Tshegolaughed.“Iknow.It’swhatIcanafford.”

“Wheredoyouwork?”

“Isellwigsandweaves,Iam stilllookingforajob.”

“Unemploymentkemasepahela.Letmeseeyour

CV.”

TshegotookherCVandhandedittohim.Heread



through.

“Youtypedityourself?”

“Somegirlhelpedme.”

“Let’supdateit.MakeitlookmorelikeaCV.Thank

GodIhavemylaptopwithme.”Tumelowentback

forhislaptopthencamebackwithit.Hesatonthe

bedandstartedhelpingherwhileshesatbesidehim.

***

Laterthatday,KgotsodroppedoffSeneowho

wavedwalkinginsidethegate.Hewavedbackwith

asmileandreversedthendroveoffwhilehisphone

rang.

“Papa…”

“Sheistheone,Ijusttoldyourmotheraboutandshe

wantstomeether.”

Kgotsolaughed.“Soon.”

“Sowhenwillyoumarryher?Youneedawifeby



yourside.”

“Idon’twanttohurryher.”

“Thatgirlisbeautifulandsheisexactlywhatyou

need.Youdon’thavetodateforyearstoknowthat

youwanttobewithher.”

“Iknow.”

“Imetyourmotherandmarriedherwithinamonth.

Todaywearestilltogetherandwearehappy.”

“Letmegiveitafewmonths.”

“Okson.Andoh,pleasekeepyourtemperincheck.

Youdon’twanttorepeatthesamemistakesyou

havebeenmakingwiththisone.”

“Iwon’tmakethesamemistakes.”

“Youcan’treallyaffordto.Youwillruinyourimage,

imaginebeingthepastorthatbeatshisgirlfriends.

Nothingiswrongwithdisciplingawomanbutyou

shouldn’thurther.”

“Ihavechanged.”

“Good.”



***

Seneotookoffhershoesintheroom shewasusing

thenundressedandlayonthebed.Shereachedfor

herphoneandreadRyan’smessagewithasmile.

Ryan:Ican’tseem toimagineyouinawhitedress.

Seneo:Thendon’t.Whendidyougetback?

Ryancalled,Seneoclosedhereyesandanswered.

“Hello?”

“Icamebackfewyearsback.HowisMoitoi?”

“Sheisfine.Wearefine.”

“Reawouldhavebeenproudofyou.”

Seneoswallowedhard.“Idon’tknow.Asstupidas

thissounds,Istilldon’tbelievesheisdead.”

“Iwaslikethatforyearsbutthemomentyouaccept

thingsyoucan’tchange,youareabletomoveon.

Thepersonwhodidthisisstillinjail.”

“IhopeshenevercomesoutforhersakebecauseI



am waitingforher.”

“Kengokareonalehitlistnyanaso?(Whydoesit

soundlikeyouhaveahitlist?"

Seneolaughed.

“CanIseeit?”

“Idon’thaveone.Iam justsaying.”

“Thatdidn’tsoundlikesomeonewhoisjustsaying.

ButIwon’tstopyou.”

Seneolaughed.“Whereisyourwife?”

“Waai,Iam single.”

“Youarelying.”

“Mam’fundisi,Iam tellingyou.”

Seneochuckled.“Stopcallingmethat.”

“Akeremmeojolalepastor?”

“No.Wejustmet.”

“Butyouaregoingtodatehim.”

“Therelationshipwon’tsurvive.Iam notachurch

person.”



“Butyouknowwhattheysayright?Opposite

attract.”

"Ngng,that'sinmovieshela."

"Mfanawatengolebegaaleshapommeokaregay.

(Helooksfinebutgay.)"

Seneolaughed."Heisnotgay."

"Evenifhewas,Iam surehewon'tbeabletocome

outintheopen."

"Ryanbathong."

"Mustajewamarago.(Hemustgettingfuckedinthe

ass.)"

"Heisstraight."

"Askmethesamequestioninayeartotwo."

"Mxm wenarra!"

"Sohowfarareyouwithschool?"

Seneogotupaswalkedtothekitcheninherpanties.

"I'm startinginternshipinaweek'stime."

"Kae?(Where)"



Shetookoutabottleofwaterandacup."Marina."

"That'sgood.Getagoodfoundation.Whereisthat

ladythatlikedyouguyssomuch?"

"MmagweJunior?"

"Yes!"

Seneolaughedpouringwaterinthecupwhile

cradlingthephoneonherearwithhershoulder."She

ismarriedtomyuncle."

"Wasn'thefuckingthatwhitewoman?"

Shewalkedtothesittingroom withthephonewhile

sippingwater."Theybrokeup."

"Whyam Inotsurprised?Youuncleisfullofshit."

ThemaindooropenedandMoitoiwalkedin

laughing,Bensonbehindher.Moitoipausedstaring

atSeneowhowasonlywearingherbraandpanties.

Benson'seyeslandedonhertoowhilehestopped

behindMoitoi.

.
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Seneoquicklydroppedthephoneandpickedthe

throwthatwasonthecouchcoveringherselfwithit.

BensonkissedMoitoi’sneckthenturnedandwalked

whileMoitoiclosedthedoorleaningonit.

“Ithoughtyouwerenotcomingtoday.”

“Wecametopickupsomething.”

“Oh..”Seneosmiled.“Iam sorry,IthoughtIwasall

alone.”

“Didn’tyouhearthecar?”

“No,Iwasonthephone.”

“Butyouwereinthesittingroom Seneo,youmust

haveheardit.”

“Ididn’t.Ijustcametothesittingroom.”

“Ok,buteitherwaySeneoyoucan’twalkaround



naked.”

“Ijustarrivedfrom church,totaIam tiredso…it

won’thappenagain”

Moitoisighed.“YesterdayIthoughtyouwentto

changefrom yourshortswhenItoldyoumy

boyfriendwascoming.NemmaSeneo,doyoufindit

appropriatewhenyouwalkaroundintinyshortsand

atinytopthatshowsyournipplesandeverythingin

frontofmyman.NotthatIam sayingyouwould

betraymebutdoyoufinditappropriate?”

“Ifitwasn’tappropriateyoushouldhavetoldmeand

Iwouldhavechanged.”

“Nyaa,youdidn’tseem tofindanythingwrongwithit

that’swhyIam askingifit’sokforyoutowalk

aroundintinyshorts,arevealingtopandallinfront

ofmyman.”

“Iwouldneverbetrayyou,youknowthatbutIam

sorryifIgotalittlemorecomfortablewhenIwasn’t

supposedto.”

“Youarenotansweringmyquestion.Ormaybeyou

diditonpurpose.Whydoyoukeepwantingto



defendyourself?”

“WhatdoyouwantmetosayMoi?”

“Iwantyoutotellmeifyoufinditappropriateto

dressthewayyouweredressedlastnightinfrontof

myman.Unlessyoudiditonpurposeknowinghe

wascoming.”

“Ididn’tdothat.Iwouldneverdream ofit.”

Moitoishookherhead.“Ican’tbelieveyou.”

“Iam sorry.Therewego,Iam sorry.”

“Youarejustsayingitforthesakeofit.Idon’tthink

youaresorry.YoumightbeyoubutBensonisaman

attheendofthedaySeneoandyouhavebeen

showinghim quitemucheversinceyougothere.

Howam Isupposedtofeel?”

“Iam sorry.Itwasinappropriate.Itwon’thappen

again.Iam reallysorry,Inowseewhereyouare

standing.”

“WhatyouaredoingisdisrespectfulIwon’tlie.Or

maybeit’sme?”

“Iam sorry,youareright,itwasinappropriatejust



thatIdidn’trealizeitthatmomentbutIam sorry.I

am sorryforwhathappenedtodaytoo.Ishouldhave

lockedthedoor.”

“Reawouldhaveneverbehavedlikethat.Youcan’t

bebehavinglikethatinfrontofmyboyfriend.Idon’t

likeit.Letusrespecttheboundaries.Icameformy

passport.”

Moitoiwalkedtoherbedroom whereshecameback

withherpassportandwalkedout.Secondslaterthe

carwasdrivingoff.Seneoswallowedseating,tears

filledhereyesbutsheblinkedthem away.She

pickedherphoneandwentonfacebookwhereshe

hadseenahousebeingadvertisedearlieron.She

copiedthenumberthencalledit.

“Hello?”

“Goodevening,Iam sorryforcallinginsolatebutI

justsawafacebookpostaboutyourcottagethatis

upforrenting.”

“Yes.”

“Howmuchisit?”



“It’sP1600.”

“Ok,IwantitbutIwillbesharingitwithafriendof

mine.”

“Wheredoyouwork?”

“Iam anursingstudentandIam startingmy

attachmentnaweek’stimeatMarinatogetherwith

myfriend.”

“Ok.Let’smeettomorrowandtalk,orrathercometo

thehousetomorrow,seethenwewilldiscuss

everything.”

“Ok,thankyou.”

Seneohungupwithasmile.Shethoughtfullylooked

atKgotso’snamewonderingifitwouldbetoomuch

toaskhim todropheroffinGabstomorrow,asifhe

couldreadhermind,hestartedcalling.

“Hello?”

“Hey,youforgotyourjacket.”

Seneosmiled.“Shit!”

“Icanalwaysbringit.”



“Bringittomorroworyouaregoingtowork?”

“YeahbutIcanbringitlaterduringtheday.”

“No,it’sfine.Iam comingtoGabstomorrow.Iam

movinginmyhouse.”

“Whoisgoingtopayyourrent?”

“Iam sharingthespacewithmyroommatefrom

school,sheisafriendtoo.”

“Howbigistheplace?”

“Aservant’squarters.”

“Youaresharingthat?It’salreadytiny.Look,Iwill

makeaplanatworkthenIwillcometomorrow,get

youandhelpyougetsomefurniturethenpayyour

rent.Youwillrepaymeonceyouareworking.From

there,youwon’thavetoshare.”

“Ican’taskyoutodothat.”

“Iam doingit.Youcan’tshareaplacewhichis

alreadysmall,wewillgetyouthebasicfurnitureand

getyousettledon.”

“Idon’tthinkyoushouldbedoingallthisKgotso.”



“Iam doingit.Nothingwillstopme.Christmas

comesonceayear.”

Seneosmiledemotionally.“Thankyouverymuch.I

willpayitbackIswear.Everylastcent.”

“Iwillpickyouwhattime?”

“Aslongasit’sinthemorningIam good.”

“Ok,Iwillbethereinthemorning.Nowyoucansleep,

it’slate.”

“Thankyou.”

“It’sok.GoodnightNeo.”

Hehungup,Seneosmiledandwalkedtotheguest

room whereshepackedherbagleavingtheclothes

shewouldweartomorrow.

***

MoitoilookedatBensonashedrove.

“Iam notaccusingyouofanything.Ijustsawhow



youwerelookingatheryesterday.”

“Youmustbelosingit.Moitoi,Seneois11years

youngerthanme,sheisachild.WhenIlookatherI

seemylittlesister.Seneokengwana,evenlooking

atherinacertainlookfeelswrongbecausesheisa

kid.Akidwhoisyourcousinontopofit.Howdoyou

accusemeoftryingtosleepwithher?Toyoudoesit

makesense?Ifyoucan’ttrustmeatleasttrustyour

owncousin.”

“YouwillnotmakemefeelguiltyBen,Iaskedyoua

question,doyouwanther?”

“Idon’twanther,areyoufuckingwithmerightnow?

Pleasedon’truinthisgetawayforme.Idon’twant

Seneo,thereyouhaveit.It’sinsultinghowyouthinkI

wouldsleepwithherwhensheisonlyaminorinmy

eyes.Stopfillingmyheadwithshit.Anddon’tsay

anotherwordtome.Ihaveheardenough.”

Moitoilookedathim andswallowedfacingaway.

Maybeshereallydidsoundcrazy,sheclosedher

eyesleaningbackonherseatasguiltslowly

consumedher.ThewaySeneohadlookedather



whenhecomparedhertoReamadeguiltyseatmore

heavilyonher.Shetookoutherphoneandtypeda

message.

Moitoi:Hey,Iam sorryforhowthatconversation

went,Iknowyouwouldneverbetrayme.Iam sorry

forquestioningyoulikethatandalsoIam sorryfor

everythingIsaid.YouknowIdidn’tmeanitall.

Anyways,wewilltalkwhenIgetback.Iwasthinking

maybewegoVicFallsbeforeyougoforyour

attachment.Wewillhavesomuchfun,Isaved

enoughforthis.Loveyou…

Shesentthemessagewithasmilewaitingforherto

seeit.Shecouldalreadyimaginethehappinessand

excitement.SheturnedtoBen.

“Iam sorry,youareright.Idon’twhatgotoverme.”

“MaybeIam hurryingyou.IthinkIshouldgiveyou

moretimetothinkofourfuturetogether.”

“No,youarenothurryingme.Iam sorryIreactedthe

wayIdid.It’scrazytoeventhinkofit.”

“Idon’tlikebeingaccusedofthingsthatIdidn’tdo

worsewhenyoudon’tevenhaveevidencetoit.I



don’tlikesuchkindofinsecurities,theyarenoteven

cute.Kooreyoumakemesoundlikesomethingelse

Iam not.ThereisnowayIwouldgoaroundlusting

foryourcousinknowingyourhistory.Iknowsheis

allyougotandviceversa,youcan’taccuse

someoneyoutakeasyoursistertobewantingyour

boyfriend.Maybethisiswhyshenevervisitsyou

becauseattheendoftheday,youdomakeitfeel

likeyouarenotherrealsister.Idoubtherrealsister

wouldtreatherlikethat.”

“Iam wrong,Irealizeit.Iam sorry.Iwillalso

apologizetoher.Whathappenedtodayjustmessed

upwithmyhead.Ijustwasn’texpectingtowalkin

onherhalfnakedbutIwillmakeitright.”

“It’sok,let’sjustfocusonthislittletrip.”

“Yeah.”

Shelookedatherphoneandthewhatsappmessage

hadbluetickedbutSeneowasnotonline.Itseemed

shereaditandleftit.Moitoismiledtypinganother

message.

Moitoi:Pleasereply,Iam sorry.Iwasactingcrazy,I



don’tknowwhatgotintome.Sorry.Iwillseeyou

whenIcomebackthenwewillproperlyplanourtrip.

ShesentitknowingSeneowouldprobablysulktill

tomorrowbutthentheywillbefine.Herphone

vibrated,sheopenedthemessagefrom Seneowith

asmile.

Seneo:It’sok,Ithinkit’sbestIleavesothatIdon’t

causemoreproblemsforyouandBenson.Where

shouldIputyourkeys,Iam leavingtomorrow

morning.

.

.

Don'tforgettolikeandcomment.

.
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Thefollowingmorning,Tumeloopenedhiseyesthen

lookedattheyellowwalls.Hisheartskippedashe

lookedatTshegosleepingbesidehim,hereached

forherphoneandcheckedthetime.Itwasjustafter

five.HegotoffbedwhileTshegoopenedhereyes

alsosurprised.Theyhadpassedoutwatchinga

movie.

Tumelosmiled.“Seemsthemoviewasboring.”

Tshegolaughed.“Maybe.Youaregoinghome?”

“Yes.Ihavetoprepareforwork.”

“Won’tyourwifesayanything?”

“Wearegoodasdivorced.Shewon’tstaynothing.”

Tumelokissedhercheekandpickedhislaptopand

carkeys.“Wewilltalk.”

“ThankyouforhelpingmewithmyCV.”



“Youarewelcome.Iwillewalletyousomemoneyso

youcangodroppingyourCV.”

“Thankyou.”

Tumelolookedatherlipsagainthenclearedhis

throatwalkingout.“Sharp!”

Tshegostoodupthedoorwatchinghim drivingoff.

Shewalkedbackinsidethehouseandsatonthe

bedinhalinghisscentwhichwasstillalloverher

room.

***

Tumeloswitchedonhisphoneandlookedatthe

multiplenotifications.HeimmediatelycalledLerumo.

“Hello?”

“Ifuckedup.”

“Holdon…”

Therewasmovementwhilehedroveasfastashe

couldbackhome.



“Whatthefuckareyoudoing?Younowdisrespect

yourwifetothisstage?”

“Ifellasleep.Iwasgoingtogoback.”

“Ithoughtyousaidyouchanged.”

“Ididn’tsleepwithher.IguessIjustgotdistracted

byhownormalIfeltbeingwithher.Itfeltlikeme

again.”

“Dineoisyourwife,shedeservessomesortof

respect.ShewaslookingforyouallnightandnowI

am partofyourlie.Itoldherwehadagreedon

watchingthegametogetherbutbecauseIwentto

dropoffthekids,youwenttoOfentse’shouse.”

“Surelaitaka.”

“Respectyourwife.Sidechickscan’thavemorethan

yourwife.That’stheruleofcheating.Keepboth

partieshappy.”

“Yeah,letmedosomedamagecontrol.”

Hehungupanddroveintohisgateminuteslater.He

walkedinhishouseadfoundDineosleepingonthe

couch.Hetookoffhist-shirtthenleanedoverand



kissedher.

“Hey…”

Dineoopenedhereyesandlookedathim.“Where

areyoucomingfrom?”

“Igotarrestedforspeedinglastnight.TheythoughtI

wasdrunksotheylockedmeup.”

“Wherewereyou?”

“IwaswithOfentse,Lerumocancelledonme

becausehesaidsomethingaboutdroppingoffhis

kidshome.Iam sorrybabe.”Heleanedoverkissing

hergettingbetweenherlegs.Herubbedhiserection

onher.Dineokissedhim back,ithadbeenlongsince

thelasttimehewasbreathingonherandwhatever

sleepinginjaildid,itsurelyworked.Hetookoutdick

pullingherpantiestothesideandsankin.Dineo

moanedashestartedthrustingintoher,shemoved

herwaistclosinghereyesenjoyingeachthrust.Just

asherbodybeguntightening,hegroanedinherear

freezinginsideherreleasinghisseedsinher.She

sighedashegotoffherandpickedhist-shirt

walkingtotheirbedroom.Sherecalledthefacebook



postsshehadseenwerewomentalkedabout

orgasms,withTumeloitneverseemedtohappen.

Henevermadeherreachthere.Sheputherhandin

sideherpantyrubbingherclit.Hisphonerang,she

tookoutherhandandpickeduphismother’scall.

“Hey,Iforgottothankyouagainforthefood.Ijust

sawtheewallet,P1000istoomuchforjustdropping

offmyCV’sbutthankyou.Areyouthere?”

Dineohungupandlookedatthephone,herheart

pounding.Thatwasnothismother,shelookedat

thenumberanditreallywasn’tit.Shetookadeep

breathandtextedthenumberwithhisphone.

"Tumelo":It’sok,let’smeetrightnow.can’ttalk.

Mama:Ok,butIhaven’tbathed.Itmighttakeawhile.

Wheredoyouwanttomeet.

"Tumelo":Anywhereclosetoyou.

Mama:Justcomeoverthen.

"Tumelo":Ihaveasurpriseforyou.

"Tumelo":Ok,let’smeetatthefillingstationatBus

rank,Iam coming.



Dineopickedhiscarkeysandwalkedoutwithhis

phoneandherscallingherfriend.

***

Tshegoputonherflipsflopsandwalkedoutholding

herphone.Shesmiledthinkingoflastnightbut

maybeshewouldnowasktoseethedivorcepapers.

Alotofmenliedaboutsuchjustsotofuck.She

walkedalittlefastertillshearrivedatthefilling

stationwhereshestoodwaitingforhim.Minutes

wentbythenhiscarstopped.Shesmiledwalking

overthenopenedthepassengerseatandhoppedin

closingthedoor.Sheturnedtolookathim witha

smilebutratherhiswifelookedatherinstead,

breathingheavily.

“Soit’syou?”

TshegotriedopeningthedoortoleavebutDineo

lockedalldoorsreversing.“Whereareyoutakingme,

letmego.”



Herfriendwhowasseatingbehindlaughed.“Soyou

thinkyoucansleepwithsomeone’shusbandandget

awaywithit?Thinkagain.”

“Ididn’tsleepwithyourhusband.Pleaseletmego

becausehonestlyIam notinthemoodtofight.”

“Wenajustwait.TodayIam goingtoteachyoua

lessonthatyouwillneversleepwithmarriedpeople

again.”

“Yourhusbandsaidheisdivorcingyou!”

“Iam goingtoteachyoualesson.”

Tshego’sheartpoundedsomuchitcouldescapeas

shelookedaheadwhiletheydrove.Herphone

startedringing.Sheimmediatelypickedwhile

Dineo’sfriendtriedsnatchingitfrom behind.

“Helpme!Twoladiesjustkidnappedme.Pleasecall

thepolice!”

“Babecalm down,it’sme.Youhavenothingtohide,

wedidn’tdoanything.Sheisjustbitterandangry

thatIam leavingher.Whereareyouheaded?”

“WeareintheAI2road.”



“Ok,Iam coming.”

ThefriendpulledTshego’shairandsnatchedthe

phone.

“Monyanaowaretlwaela.DrivefasterDineo.”

Thecarfinallystoppedastheydroveinacertain

yardandclosedthegate.TshegolookedatDineo,

shehadhadasmallerbodythanhers.Dineo

unlockedthecarthentheysteppedout.Tshego

lookedatbothofthem.

“Iam notsleepingwithyourhusband.”

ThefriendslappedherangeringTshegowholooked

atherandpunchedhersohardtheladystaggered

back.Dineolookedatthefatgirlwonderingwhat

exactlyherhusbandsaw,thosebigfatthighsor

what?Dineotookthepepperspraythatherfriend

hadbroughtandsprayeditonTshego’sface.She

droppedthesprayandpunchedTshegowhotripped

andfell.

Dineosatonherrepeatedlypunchingherwhile

Tshego’seyesburntsomuchshecouldn’tsee

anythingbutjustfeelthepunchesthatkeptcoming.



“Leavemealone.Iam notsleepingwithyour

husband!”

Dineogotoffthendraggedherinsidethehousewith

thehelpofherfriend.

“Youcametomyhousetosellwigsnottotakemy

husband.YouthinkIam afooljustseatedathome?”

“Heistheonewhocameontome.Pleaseleaveme,

letmego,myeyesareburning.”

“Youshouldteachthisgirlalessonshewillnever

forget.Iam sureTsitsihashairremover.Iam going

totakeit.Maybeit’sthathairthatmakesherbehave

likethat.”

“Myeyesareburning.”

Thefriendpickedthesprayandsprayediteven

moreonTshego’sfacewhoscreamedtryingto

moveawaybutDineoheldherfacelettingherfriend

keepspraying.

“That’swhatyougetforsleepingwithpeople’smen

whore!”

TshegograbbedDineo'shandandsankherteeth



bitinghard.DineoyelledlettinggoofTshego.Tears

randownhercheeksasthepeppersprayburnther

eyes,shegrabbedthepepperspraystaggering

around.

Dineo'sfriendlaughed."Youarenotgoinganywhere

today.Youmustthinkyouaresmart.Goingaround

sleepingwithpeople'shusbands."

Unabletoseeproperly,Tshegoheldthesrayready

tosprayanyonewhocameclose.

Acardroveinoutside,DineolookedasTumelo

walkedinthehouse.Hisattentionimmediately

goingtoTshego.Hehurriedover.

"Areyouok?"

Shestartedcrying."Shesprayedpeppersprayonmy

face.Ican'tsee.Itburns.Pleasetakemetothe

hospital."

"Ok,come."Hepickedherupandledheroutsideto

hiscar.HewalkedbackinsideandpickedTshego's

phone.Dineotearfullylookedathim.

"Youaregoingwithher?"



Heangrilyglaredather."Osekawabatlagontena

Dineo.Youmightgotojailforwhatyoudid,doyou

realizeit?Shemightreportyouandfrom thereyou

aregoingtojailforassault.Doyoueverthinkbefore

youact?"

"Youarecheating!"

"Doyouhaveproofforwhatyouaresaying?Doyou

evenknowwhothisis?"

"YouhaveherP1000!"

"Tsegoismyuncle'sdaughterfrom outside.Igave

herthatP1000afterspeakingtomyuncle.Feelfree

tocallhim andasking.AndIdon'tlikethislittle

friendship,itendshere.IwilltalktoLerumoaboutit.

Gohome!"

AtearrolleddownDineo'scheek."Thisgirlisnot

yourcousinTumelo.Ifshewaswhydidn'tyoutell

me?"

"Becauseyouareunbearable!Youarealways

accusingmeofcheating.I'm tiredofthis!I'm taking

hertothehospital.Gohome,Ineverwanttoseeyou

withher,ifIdo,youaregoingtoregretit."



Hewalkedbackoutsideanddriveaway.

***

KgotsoputSeneo'sbaginhisbootthenopenedthe

doorforher.Seneosmiledandgotin.Hewalked

roundthecarandgotin.

"Shouldwego?"

"Yes.Thankyouforcoming."

"It'sok.Wearegoingtoseethehouse?"

"Yes."

Hereversedanddroveoff.Seneo'sphonevibrated,

shetookitoutandansweredmmagweJunior'scall.

"Mama..."

"Hey,Iheardyouwenttochurch."

"Itwasonlyforaday."

"Iam sohappy.Thisguyseemsnice."

Seneochuckled."Ng..."



"Moitoicalledmetodaymorning.Sheexplainedto

mewhathappened."

Seneosighed."Ihaveleftherhouse."

"Wasshewrongtoaddresstheissue?"

"No.Andthat'swhyImovedout.Idon'twantto

makeheruncomfortableinherownspace.Iknow

whentoleavewhenthingsarenotgoingwell."

"SheissorryforcomparingyoutoRea."

"IforgiveherbutIthinkIshouldkeepmydistance

from herandhermanbeforetherearemorefights."

"Idon'tlikeitwhenyoutwofight."

"Wearenotfighting."

MmagweJuniorsighed."Ok,uhhthereissomething

I'vebeenmeaningtotellyouguys."

"What?"

"Iam pregnant."

Seneo'sheartskipped."Really?Didn'tyoureach

menopause?Ithoughtyouwereinfertile?"



"No,Iam only42andI'm stillfertile.AndIthoughtI

wasinfertiletoo.SeemsIwasnottheproblem."

"Junior?"

"Juniorishismother'sson,Iam notgoingtosay

anythingtohisfather.Wehavenothingtotalk

about."

"Iam sohappyforyou.IdoubtIcaneverdowhat

youdid.Takingachildthatwasaresultofinfedility

andcallinghim mine,evenbeingcalledasthe

motherofthatchild.Never!"

"IthoughtbecauseIwasinfertileIhadtoaccept

JuniorandIdidbutIguesswhenhismothertook

him,itfeltlikeweighthadbeentakenoffmy

shoulders.Iprayitneverhappenstoyousweety."

"Metoo.Iam reallyhappyforyou.Ican'twaitto

meetthenewaddition."

"Metoo.Ok,bye."

Seneohungupandsighedhappily.Awhilelater

KgotsowasdrivinginGaborone.Hedrovetoa

furniturestorethentheywalkedin.



"Youshouldgetthisbed.It'smorecomfortable."

Seneolookedatthebed."Idon'tlikethiskind."

"It'sthegoodonethough.Takeit.Alsothiscoloris

theperfectone."

"Youthink?"

"Yes.Alsothatstove."

TheymovedaroundthestorewhileKgotsochose

thefurniture.Hefinallylookedather.

"Ithinkthat'sall."

Seneoslowlynodded."Yes."

"Isthereanythingyouwant?"

"No.It'sfine.Butwecanchangethatchairtoa-"

"Thatonematcheswiththetable."

Seneolookedathim thenKgotsoshookhishead

withasmile.

"Iam sorry.IjusthaveOCPDandit'sathingtohave

thingsinonecolororincertaincoordinatingcolors.

Chooseyourownthings,Iwillwaitoutside.Thisis



thereasonIdon'tvisitpeople,Igetanxiouswhen

thingsarenotthewayIwantthem.Iam reallysorry.

Take."Hehandedherthebankcard."Iwillwait,get

them todeliverwhateveryoumaywant."

Seneolookedathim lookingembarrassedthenshe

smiled."Everythingyouchoseisfine.Let'spayfor

it."

"Areyousure?"

"Yes."

Kgotsosmiledandwenttothecashiertopay.

.

.

Dolikeandcomment.
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Seneolookedatherhousewithasmile,itwas

actuallyatinybachelorpad,asingleroom,a

bathroom,thesittingroom andkitchen.Everything

wassmallbutshecouldmanage.Thelandlord

lookedatherwithasmile.

“Werecentlymovedinthishouse.MyhusbandandI

havebeenbuildingthishouseforthelasttwoyears

andwearefinallydone.Theplanwastoturnthis

backyardintoagardenbutahhIrealizedthatwill

needalotofworksowehadthiscottagebuilt.”

“Ithoughtitwasaservant’squarterwhenIcalled

becauseonfacebookthat’swhat’swritten.”

Theladylaughed.“Imadeamistaketypingthat,only

realizedasyoumentioneditbutthisisit.”

“Sotherentremainsthesame?”

“Yes,myhusbandandIhavedecidedtojustletyou



paywhatweagreedon.TheP1600butyouare

goingtoalsocontributeP100towatereachmonth.

Thebackpartthissideisyoursidesoyouare

responsibleforkeepingitclean.Ihavesparekeys

foryouincludinganothersetofthegateremote.My

husbandandIhavethreekids,onewhoisthebaby

soweappreciatenotmuchnoise.That’sall.The

depositisP1000butyouwillgetitbackwhenyou

moveoutinacasewherethereisnodamagetothe

propertyandyouitleavealmostasyoufoundit.”

SeneonoddedjustasKgotsoledthetruckwithher

furniturein.

“So,that’syourboyfriend?”

Seneosmiled.“Uhh…he-“

“It’sok.Iwillleaveyoutosettlesinceyoualready

sortedouttherent.Youcangivemethedeposit

whenyougetmoney.”

“Eemma,thankyousomuch.”

“Ok,havefunsettling!”

ShewalkedbacktoherhousewhileKgotsostepped



outofhiscarandinstructedthefurniturepeopleto

putthefurnitureinthehouse.Awhilelatertheywere

done,shewalkedinsidethehouseandlooked

aroundwithasmile.

“Ican’twaittoputeverythinginorder.”

Kgotsosmiled.“Iam yourhandymanreadytohelp.”

Seneoshookherhead.“No,Ithinkyoushouldletme

dothis.Idon’twanttoprovokeyouranxietywhenI

startputtingthingsthewayyoudon’tlike.Goand

getusfoodwhileItrypushingthingsaround.”

“Ok.Whatwouldyouliketoeat?”

“GetKFC.”

“That’sunhealthy,weshouldgetsomethingmore

healthy.”

Seneolookedathim.“Ngng,kebatlaKFC,goand

getit.”

“Ok.Iwillseeyouinabit.AndIam sorry.

SometimesIdon’tseemyself,thisconditionmakes

melooklikeacontrolfreakbutsometimesIcan’t

helpit.PleasealertmewhenIam beingtoomuch.I



cancontrolitifyoumakemeaware.Idon’tlike

makingpeopleuncomfortable,itmakesmefeel

weird,that’swhyIdon’tevenassociatewithalotof

people.Ienduphurtingthem orpushingthem away

andallthisunaware.””

Seneosmiled.“Iam nurse.Iknowyourconditionand

howtodealwithit.”

Kgotsonodded.“Ok.Bytheway,youlookbeautiful.”

Seneolookedatherdress.“Inthisoldthing?”

Hesmiled.“Youdo.”

“Thankyou.”

Heheldherhands.“Pleasedon’tfeeltheneedtofeel

acertainwayaboutmebecauseIam doingallthis

foryou.Imayhavecertainfeelingsforyoubutdon’t

feelobligatedto-“

Seneostoodonhertoesandkissedhim.Heslowly

puthishandsaroundherwaistkissingherbackthen

shemovedback.

“Iam notgoingtocometochurchwithyou.”

Hesmiled.“Ok.”



Heturnedandwalkedawaythengotinhiscar

sanitizinghishands.Heclosedhiseyessilently

prayingforGod’scontroloverhim.Godknewwhen

lastdidhehavesomeonethatalwayshadhisheart

pumping.Hesighedanddroveoff.Hisphonerang

justasheheadedtoamall.

“Hello?”

“Kgotso,Ihopeyoudidn’tforgetthemeetingat

churchtoday.

“Shit!Iforgot.”

“Come,everyoneiswaiting.”

“Ok.”

HisfatherhungupthenhecalledSeneo.

“Hello?”

“Hey,Iwon’tbecomingback,Iwillgetyourfood

delivered.Iam goingtoachurchmeeting.”

“Ohok.”

“Iwillseeyouuh…tomorrow.Laterthisevening

thereisayouthserviceandIwillbeleadingit.”



“It’sokay.”

“Willyoubefine?”

“Yes.Bye.”

***

Atthehospital,thedoctorsmiledstaringatTshego.

“Youaregoingtobefine.Thediscomfitwillonlylast

forawhilebecauseyousufferedexcessiveexposure

tothepepperspray.”

“Thankyou.”

“Youaregoingtobefine.”

ThedoctorwalkedoutthenTumelolookedather.“I

am sorry.”

“Youliedtome,youarenotdivorcingyourwifebut

it’sactuallysadhowyouthinkyoucankeeplyingto

measifIam stupid.Youmustbeaserialcheaterin

yourmarriagebecausethatwomanisascorned

woman.IhavedonealotofbadthingsandIam not



goingtogobacktobeingthatperson.”

Tumelosighed.“Iam sorryIliedbut-“

“Butnothing.Pleasegobacktoyourwifeandfix

thingswithher.Iam notworthlosingyourfamilyfor

andalreadyIhavelostinterestbecauseyouarea

liar.”

“Igenuinelyfeelsomethingforyou.Iam notjust

sayingthistogetinyourpanties.”

“Butyouarenotdivorcingyourwifeareyou?Youare

notevenplanningto.Tumelopleaseleave.”

“Iwanttobewithyou.”

“Goandbewithyourwifeandchildren.”

Sheturnedgivinghim herback,eyesclosed.

***

Inprison,Winniesatbesideaninmatetalking.

“Soyoudidn’tkillher?”



“No.Ididn’tbuteveryonewassayingIdidandno

onewasgoingtobelieveIdidn’t.Iwasgoingtobe

nailedtoherdeathevenifIdidn’tpleadguilty,Ijust

figuredifIsaidIdidthenIwouldgetalesser

sentence.”

“Youshouldhaveneveradmittedtosomethingyou

didn’tdo.Herkillerisprobablystillroaminginthe

streetsandtotheentirenationyouaretheauntwho

hatedherhusband’sniecessomuchthatyoueven

killedoneforherinheritance.”

TearsfilledWinnie’seyes.“Theywerestillgoingto

sendmehere.”

“Notwithoutevidence.Yourconfessionwasthe

evidence.Whoknowswhathappenedtoher?”

Winne’stearsrolleddownhercheeks.“Ifeelsheis

hauntingme.”

“It’sallinyourhead.”

“IthoughtitwasinmyheadatfirstbutIdream her,

sheiscryinginmydream andjuststaringatme.I

can’tsleep.Sheblamesmeforwhathappened.She

blamesmeandIdon’tblameher.”



“Doesshesayanythingelse.”

“No.Justcries.Tearsrollsdownhercheeksandshe

isjuststaringatme.Iseehereverywhereinmy

dream.”

“Let’spray.”

Theinmatetookherhandsintohers.

“Lord,wethankyouforgivingusyetanotherdayto

seethelight,wethankyouforgoodhealth.Some

peopledidn’tmakeittoday,somearelyingontheir

deathbedsbutwearehere,aliveandwell.Thank

youforyourgrace.Thankyouforyourlove,weare

sinnersyetyoucontinuetoshowuslove.Thankyou

foryourmercy.LordIputWinnieinyourhandstoday.

Alotbothersher,alotinherheartshecan’tbegin

telling,fathereaseherofftheburden.Helpherdeal

withhersinsandbeabletomovefrom them.Lead

herintherightfulpathandlethertellatestimony.

Touchherheartfather.IalsobringReainyour

hands,Lordlayhersoultorest,toapeacefulrest.In

thenameofJesusIpray,Amen.”

Winniemurmuredan‘Amen’openinghereyes.



***

LaterthatdayRyantookouthisphonewalking

insidehisofficeandsatdownscrollingthrough.His

dooropenedandacolleaguewalkedin.Sheraised

theNandosbagshehad.

“Lunch?”

“Latelunch?”Shelaughedwalkinginandputiton

histable.

“Thanks,whatdidIdotodeservethis?”

Shelaughed.“Nothing.Jokes,thankyoufor

yesterday.”

“Misdiagnoseshappenallthetime,youarehuman

attheendoftheday.”

“IknowbuthadIgonerightwiththatdiagnosesalot

ofdamagewouldhavebeenmade.IthinkIwould

havebeensuedformalpracticeorsomethingso

thanks.”

Ryansmiled.“Youarewelcome.Thanksforthe

lunch.”



ThedooropenedandKatlowalkedin.Shefrowned

lookingathiscolleague.

“What’sgoingonhere?”

Ryansighedthenhiscolleaguesmiled.“Ok,Ishould

getbackandfinishoffmyrounds.”

ShetriedwalkingoutandKatlostoodinfrontofher.

“What’sgoingonhere?”

Ryanstoodup.“Katlocanyoustopthis?”

“Ijustwanttoknowwhat’sgoingon.”

Ryanstoodupandopenedthedoorforhiscolleague

whoquicklywalkedout..HeturnedbacktoKatlo.

“Canyoustopit?”

Sherolledhereyes.“Ibroughtyoulunch,youforgot

it.”

“Thanks.”

KatlotooktheNandosandlookedathim.“Koore

youcan’tstopwhoringforevenadaycanyou?”

“Iam notdoingthiswithyoutoday.”



“Youaredisgusting.Youaretheworstmanonthis

planet.”

“Canyougo?Youhavesaidwhatyouwantedto

say.”

“Whycan’tyoujustbeabetterman?Whydoyou

havetobepushedtobeabetterman?”

“Isiteverenoughforyou?Iam doingallIcantobe

thehusbandyouneedbutit’sneverenoughbabe.

It’sneverenough.”

“Youaretrying?Youaretrying?Isthiswhatyoucall

tryingRyan?Youcheatingonmeeverychanceyou

get?Youarepathetic.Readidwellbydying,imagine

havingtodealwithyourshit.”ShethrewtheNandos

bagathim.“Youarenothingbutanexcuseofa

man.”

Ryanlookedatherdefenselesswhilesheragedwith

hersmallbump.

“Andnowyouaresleepingwithhospitalwhores!You

aretheworsthumanbeingever.”

Shepushedhim backthenwalkedoutbangingthe



doorbehind.Ryantookadeepbreathandcleaned

hisoffice.Hetookanothercoatandputiton.Hesat

downandsmiledviewingSeneo’sstatus,Reawould

havebeenproud,thatheknew.Shewantednothing

butwhatwasbestforhersister.Herecalledallthe

timesshealwayspackedwhateversheatefor

Seneo.EverythingshedidhadtobenefitSeneoina

way.Tearsfilledhiseyesashethoughtofher,he

chuckledshakinghishead.Godhehadtolethis

babego.HequicklyrepliedtoSeneo’sstatusofher

newhouse.

Ryan:Congratulations

Shestartedtyping.

Seneo:Thanks,feelsgoodhavingmyownspace.

Ryan:Gobatlahousewarmingpartynyana

Seneo:Gatepassisarealpresent

Ryan: Ngng,gatepassyaengyaanong?

Seneo:Fortheparty.Weacceptmoneytoo.Ewallet,

banktransactionsandorangemoney.Cashtoo.

Ryan:Oratamaditlhe!Howareyousettling?



Seneo:Sofarsogood,Iam doingok.Stillpushing

thingsaround.

Ryan:Needanyhelp?

Seneo:Noitsfine.Iwillmanage.

Ryan:Senddirections.Iwillbeknockingoffinan

hourortwo.Iwillcomeandhelp.

Seneo:Youdon’thavetobutthanks.

***

Moitoiwalkedinherhouseandswallowedlistening

tothesilence.Ofcauseshehadseenhermessage

butshewashopefulshewouldfindherstillthere.

Moitoisatdowndialingher.

“Hello?”

“Hey…howisthenewhouse?”

“Iloveit!It’sbeautiful.”

Moitoismiledlisteningtotheexcitementinhervoice.



“Iam happyforyou,youaregoingtoshare?”

“No.”

“Willyoumanagetherentalone?”

“Yes.”

“Ok.Iam soproudofyou.”

“Thanks.Iam reallysorryaboutwhathappened.I

realizehowdisrespectfulitwas,Ishouldhave

changedintosomethingelsebeforeBensoncame.I

respectyouasmysister,Iwouldneverdisrespect

youonpurpose.”

Moitoismiled.“It’sok.Iam alsosorryforbringing

Reaintoit.Ishouldhaveneversaidthat,youare

human,mistakeshappenbutwhatmattersisthe

wayforward.Letthepastbe,Iwantyoutovisitme

withoutfeelinguncomfortablebutforthattohappen

wehavetounderstandourboundaries.”

“IknowandItotallyagree.So,whenarewegoingto

Victoriafalls?”

Moitoilaughed.“IwasthinkingFridayandwecome

backonSunday.”



“Perfecto.Letmecontinuetryingtoputthingsin

place.”

“Ok,Iloveyouok.”

“SodoI.”

Seneohungup.Moitoistoodupfeelingrelieved.

***

Almosttwohourslater,Ryandroveinsidetheyard

anddrovetothecottagewherehesteppedout

holdingdinneraftertaingoffhisringandthrowingit

insidethedashboard.Heknockedonthedoor,

Seneoopenedthedoorsecondslaterandsmiledin

herpinkpyjamas,herhairtiedintoabun

“Thankyouforcomingtomyhousewarmingparty.”

Ryanlaughedinhalingherfreshscent,hefiguredshe

hasjustbathed.Helaughedhuggingher,shetooka

deepbreathremindingherselfwhothismanwas.

Themanhersisterloveddearly,notjustanyman,

themanRealovedbuthisarmsaroundhermadeit



hardforhertobreathe,waswhatshewasfeeling

evennormal?Herexnevermadeherfeellikethat.

Ryanbreathedonherneck,thefeelinghehadfelt

thedaybeforecamebackmuchstrongerthathe

movedback.Sheopenedthedoorwiderthenhe

walkedinwithasmile.

“Thisisniceandcosy.”

“Itis.”

“Everythingiswhite?Youlovewhite?”

“Nobut-“

“Youdidn’tbuythisdidyou?Morutidid?”

Seneolaughed.“Yes.”

“Ifwhiteisnotyourcolorwhydidyouhavehim get

it?”

“HehasOCPD.”

“Youmeanhechoseeverythinghere?”

“Yes.”

“Butyouarenotdatinghim.”



Seneosatdownonthecouch.Ryanfrowned.

“Youarenow?Becauseheboughtyoufurniture.”

“Kgotsoisagoodguy.”

“Weren’tyoutheonewhosaiditwouldn’twork?”

“Andyousaidoppositeattract.Heisagoodguy,

kindandgenerous.Iwon’tstopanyonefrom buying

methingsIneed,meaningIcansavemyown

money.”

“Peoplelikehim arecontrollingandtheyhavealot

ofnegativetraits.Willyoubeabletodealwithhis

condition?”

“Yes.Hopefullyso.”

Ryannoddedthensmiled.“Hi…”

Seneoshylysmiled.“Hey…”

“WherecanIhelp?”

“Ok…let’sstarthere.”

“Whereisthemusic?It’sabitboringhere,hedidn’t

getyouaradiomothakao?”



Seneolaughedconnectingtheblackspeakers.“He

did.”

“Wabechamosimane.”

Theylaughedwhileheconnectedhisphonetothe

speakersandplayedAwiloLongomba,Carolina.

Seneolaughedwatchinghim dancethenjoinedin

laughingevenharder.

***

MeanwhileKgotsodroveintheyard,hisheart

skippedashelookedatthesilverAMGC63parked

infrontofthedoor.HeparkedhisRunXand

steppedoutthenwalkedtothedoorwherehecould

heartheradioplaying.

.
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Heknockedthenopenedthedoorwalkingin.He

pausedstaringatbothofthem laughingwhile

dancingoblivioustohispresence.Heswallowed

hardandclosedthedoorwalkingtowardsthem.

Seneocaughtsightofhim andpauseddancing.She

smiledthenloweredthevolumeoftheradio.

“Hey,youareback.”

“Yes,IthoughtIwouldseeyoubeforegoingto

church.”

“Oh,rememberKagiso’sbrotherright?”

Kgotsonodded.“Yes.”

“Uhhhecametohelpmesettlein.”

“IsKagisoalsohere?”

Seneoshookherhead.“No.”



Ryansmiledandshookhandswithhim.“Whatsup?”

Kgotsokeptthehandshakebriefandlookedat

Seneo.“Canwetalk?”

“Yes.”

Hetookherhandandledhertoherbedroom.“What

ishedoinghere?”

“Heishelpingme.”

“Isn’theyourlatesister’sboyfriend?”

“Heis.”

“Howwouldshefeelwithyougettingclosetohim

likethat?”

“Heisjustwantstofeelclosetoherthat’swhyis

here.”

“It’sinappropriateSeneoforhim tobeherewithyou

likethis.Tohim youshouldbeanogoarea.Iwould

neverfindmyselfassociatingwithmylate

girlfriend’ssisterasifIwanther.”

“Ryandoesn’twantme.”

“Thanwhyishehere?Oryouwanthim?”



“No!”

“Thenheshouldleave.Andeitherway,it’s

disrespectfultome.HowdoyouthinkIshouldfeel

whenyouinvitemaleshere?Doyouhaveabrother?”

“No.”

“Exactly,theonlymaninyourlifeisyourfather.”

“Myuncle.Myfatherislate.”

“Heshouldbetheonlymalehere.Tellhim toleave,I

willcomeandhelpyouafterIam doneatchurch.

Youcan’tbeassociatingwithhim.It’swrong,you

shouldknowthat.Heisnotjustanyman.Heisthe

manyoursisterloved.”

Seneoswallowed.“Ryanisafriend.Idon’tevenlook

athim likethat.”

“Youcan’tbefriendswithhim.Mistakeshappen.

Youarenotgoingtobefriendswithhim,ifyoucan’t

respectthedeadorme,theleastyoucandois

respectyourself.Tellhim togo.Iwillwait.”

Seneowalkedoutofthebedroom.Ryanlookedat

her.“Areyouok?”



“Yes.Youshouldleave.Thankyouthough.Andfor

thelunchtoo.”

“Hedoesn’twantmehere?”

“No.It’swrong.Idon’tthinkReawouldlikeittoo.I

havetorespecther.”

“Thereisnothingwrongwithbeingfriends.Rea

wouldneverhaveaproblem withit,youknowthat.”

“Ryanplease…understandwhereIam standing

from.”

“Don’tlethim controlyou.Youarebetterthantobe

controlled.”

“Iwillneverbecontrolled.Thankyou.”

Hesmiledmakinghersmiletoo.“Ok,IwillleavebutI

willcall.”

“Ok.”

Hepulledherinhisarmsholdinghertightly.She

tookadeepbreathasheletgo,shewatchedhim

walkawaythenminuteslater,hiscardroveoff.

Kgotsowalkedbackinthelivingroom.



“Iam goingtochurch.Iwillseeyoulater.Youshould

deletehisnumbertoo.”

“Ok.”

“Deleteitnow.Ijustwantyoutoavoidtemptation

andendupfindingyourselfinsituations.Heisnot

goodforyou.Imaginehowyoursisterisfeelingright

now?It’sthebetrayalthatwillhurtthemostandnow

itwilllooklikeyou’vealwayswantedhim.”

“Iknow.Letmedeleteit.Youareright.”Shetookher

phoneanddeletedthenumber.

HesmiledandwalkedoutthengotinhisRunXand

droveaway.Seneosatdownthoughtfully.Now

thinkingaboutit,Kgotsowasright.Shehadto

respectRea.Shewouldn’twantherwithRyan.She

stoodupandstartedpushingherfurniturearound.

***

AtRyan’shouse,heparkedthecarandtooka

momentseatinginhiscar.Hegrabbedhisringing



phoneandanswered.

“Kabo…”

“Whereareyou?Katloiscalling.”

“Ihavejustarrivedathome.”

“Shecalledwithinsults.Whydidyoumarrythat

woman?”

“Iwasdrunk.Youknowthat.”

“Shetookadvantageofyou,youwerestillmourning

Reaandsheknewyouwereatyourlowest.”

“Isleptwithherwillingly.”

“Becauseyouweredrunk,Youdon’tevenremember

thenight.Youwerehurting,sheshouldhaveknown

that.Tosleepwithyouandgetpregnantwasalow

blowthentodragyoualongsoyoucangetmarried

whiledrunkwasjustalowblow.”

“Shemighthavedoneallthosethingsbutsheisnot

abadwoman.Shewaspatientwithmeforalong

time.”

“Sheisasnake,shethoughtgettingpregnantwould



makeyouloveher.Wantenamosadio.”

“Didyoutalktopapa?”

“Aboutwhat?”

“Katlosaysshewantsmetopaybrideprice.You

shouldtalktohim.”

“Iam notdoingthat,youarenotpayingshitforthat

vilewoman.”

“Sheisexpectingmysecondchild.”

“So?”

“Kabo…”

“YouarenotpayingshitforKatlo.Youshould

divorceher.”

“Notinhercondition.Idon’twanttoriskthehealth

ofmychild.Iwilldowhatshewantstillshegives

birththenIwillseeitfrom there.Shehasdepression

andIdon’twanttotriggerit.”

“Youcan’tmarryher.”

“ImetSeneo,Rea’ssister.”



“Thatquietkid?”

Hechuckled.“Sheisallgrownnowandbeautiful.

Sheisstudyingnursing,sheisdoingwhatRea

wantedtodo.Sheissmartandfunny.Completely

theoppositeofhersister.NowthatIlookatit,she

looksnothinglikehersister.Sheisgoingtobean

internatMarina,agoodfoundation.”

Kabolaughed.“Iwanttoseeher.Maybesheismy

futurewife.”

“Sheisarelationshipwithpastor.Youarenother

typeeitherway.”

Kabolaughed.“Ihopeyouarenotthinkingofbeing

withher.”

“No.”

“SheisRea’ssister.It’swrong.It’sbeyondwrong.

Wecancondonealotbutnotthat.”

“Iknow,Iwasjustintriguedseeingher.”

“Whereishercousin?Ibetshehasgrownuptobea

fiercewoman.”

“Moitoi…shesaidtheyareallfine.”



“Look,Ihavetogoman.”

“Sure…”

Ryanhungupandsteppedoutofthecarfixinghis

ring.Everytimeheputiton,itseemedtoweigh

morethanithaddonebeforeheremovedit.He

walkedinsidethehouseandfoundhissonwatching

TV.

Obrienjumpedseeinghisfatherandhuggedhim.

Ryansignedathim.

“Howasschool?”

Obriensignedback.“Itwasfine.Theteacheris

nice.”

Ryansmiledsigning.“Madeanyfriendsyet?”

Obrienquicklynoddedsigning.“Yes,hernameis

Lisa.Shecanseeandtalk.Sheisfrom theother

class.”

“That’snice.Whereismama?”

“Sleeping.”

“Haveyoueaten?”



“No.”

“Areyouhungry?”

“Yes.Ihaven’teatensinceIcamebackfrom school.”

“Ok,letmechangeandcook.”

Ryanwalkedtothebedroom whereKatlowas

seatedonthebed.

“Whereareyoucomingfrom?”

“Whyhasn’tObrieneaten?”

“Wearefasting.”

“What?”

“Sothathecanhear.Ican’thaveadeafchildRyan.”

“Sostarvinghim willhealhim?Icantakeyourabuse

butIwillnotletyouabuseourson!”

“Ilongtoldyoutotakehim tochurchandyou

refused.”

“Iam notgoingtolistenthat.Youareverystupid.”

“Whyareyoulate?”

“Iam notgoingtoexplainmyselftoyou.”



Katlogotupandlookedathim.“Icalledthehospital

andtheytoldmeyoulongknockedoff.Wherewere

you?”

Ryanchangedignoringherthenwalkedoutandwent

tothekitchen.Obrienjoinedhim whilehecooked.

Overanhourlater,RyandishedthenObrientookhis

mother’splatetothesittingroom whereshewas

nowseatedwatchingTV.Ryanwalkedbehindhim

andlookedatKatloignoringhim.Obrienputthe

platedownthentappedherthigh,angrily,Katlo

pushedhim thathefell.Ryanputtheplateshehad

beenholdingdownandhelpedhissonup.

“Whydoyouhatehim somuch?”

Katlolookedathim thenrolledhereyes.

“Iam sickandtiredofthis.Ihavetriedtobetheman

youneedbutitsjustnotpossible.Iam failing

obviouslybecauseyouarenothappy.Maybewe

shouldjustgetadivorceandgoourseparateways

becauseit’snotworking.”

Katlostoodup.“Ohh,sonowyouwanttoleaveme?”

“Iam nothappyandneitherareyou.”



“YouarefullofyourselfRyanMfetane,youthinkyou

canusemeandleaveme?”

“Iam tiredofthis.”Hewalkedtothebedroom where

hecamebackwithhiscarkeysandwalletthenhe

tookObrien’shandandledhim outsidewhileKatlo

followedyelling.

“Whereareyougoing?Youwanttogoandwhore?”

Shepulledhist-shirt.

“Katloletmego.”

“Watsenwa!Youarenotgoinganywhere!Youare

notgoinganywhereRyan.”

“Pleaseleaveme.”

“Youarenotgoinganywhere.Youarenotleaving

thishouse!WantlwaelaRyan.WhatdoyouthinkI

looklike?Afool?YoumustbestupidifyouthinkI

am afool.”

“Iam goingouttoeatwithmyson.Letmego.”

“Youarenotgoinganywhere!”

Shescreamedsoloudthattheneighborswalkedout



whileothersstaredfrom theirwindows.Heturnedto

herandsighed.

“Whatdoyouwantfrom me?Youcan’tlovemyson,

youcan’tevenloveme,whatdoyouwantfrom me?”

“Youarenotgoinganywhere.”

Shepulledhist-shirttearingit.Ryanpushedher

backthenunlockedthecar.Obrienjumpedin

knowingwhatwasgoingtohappen.Hewatchedas

hismotherslappedhisfatherthenclosedhiseyes.

Outsidethecar,RyanheldKatlo’shands.

“Canyoustopthis?Youareembarrassingyourself.”

“Youarenotgoinganywhere!”Shesnatchedthecar

keys.“Wantlwaelamonnakewenaomarete!You

arenotevenaman!Youareweak.”

Ryanlookedatherbumpandtookadeepbreath.

“Givememycarkeys.Iwanttogo.”

“Youarenotgettingthem.YouthinkIam goingtolet

yougooutthereandfuckaround.That’snotgoing

tohappenRyanMfetane.”

Ryangrabbedherhandandforcefullytookhiskeys,



Katlofoughtbackscratchinghim.Ryanwalkedto

hiscarwhileshefoughttopullhim back.Hepushed

herbackthatshelostbalancelandingonherbutt.

Hequicklygotinhiscarwhileshestruggledtostand.

Katlogotupthenpickedabrickandthrewitonhis

windscreencrackingit.Shepickedanotherasthe

carreversedandthrewatthebackwindow

smashingit.Ryanquicklydroveaway.Katloangrily

walkedinsidethehousethentookoutallhisclothes.

Shelookedaroundthenwentwithhem tothe

bathroom whereshefilledthebathtubwithwater

andsoakedthem inside.Shetookherphoneand

calledhim.

“Iam goingtoblockyou.”

“Yourclothesaresoakinginwater.”

“Fine.Iam filingfordivorce.Iam sickandtiredof

you.”

“YouarenotgoingtoleavemeRyan.

“Youneedhelp.Youarederanged.”

Hehungup.



***

Inhiscar,Ryandroveforawhilethenfinallyfound

himselfparkedbySeneo’sgate.Hetookouthis

phoneandlookedathernumberforawhile.He

couldn’tevenunderstandwhyhewasthereinthe

firstplace.Helookedathissonthenbackatthe

gate.Withasighhestartedthecartodriveawaybut

Seneowalkedtothegateholdingablackplasticthat

shethrewinthebin.Shepausedrecognizinghiscar

thensmileandsignaledhewaitedwhilesherushed

tothehouse.Shecamebacksecondslateropening

thegatethenwalkedovertohiscar.Sheopenedthe

passengerdoorthenlookedathisson.

“Oh…Ididn’tsee.”

Ryansmiledandsteppedoutofhiscarthenlooked

athersilentlyforawhile.Shelaughedconfused.

“What?”

“Nothing,okaemoruti?”

“Heisatchurch.”Seneofrownednoticinghisring.“I



thoughtyouwerenotmarried.”

Ryanlookedathisringandsighed.“Whenyour

sisterpassedon,Iwasbeyonddevastated.Iwas

depressed.Iwasnotmyself,Idideverything,from

alcoholtodrugs.Anythingyoucouldthinkof.Katlo,

thegirlIwassponsoredwithturnedintoafriendthat

Ineeded.Shewasalwaystherereadytodragmeto

class.Readytopulltogether.Sheturnedintomy

sister,shewastheonlyonewhocouldhandleme.I

coulddependonhertillthisonemorningIwokeup

unablewhathappenedthepreviousday.Shetoohad

beendrunkorsoshesaidandIwasnakedwithher.

Thatwastwoyearsaftergoingtothestates.Ihad

neverlookedatherthatwaybecauseIdidn’tseeher

thatway.Tomakemattersworse,itseemedwehad

gottenmarrieddrunkanditwaslegit.Weweregoing

todissolvethemarriagebutshelostherfatherand

thattookabigtollonher.Shetookitsobadand

monthslaterwefoundoutshewaspregnantandit

wasalreadytoolatetoabort.Herhealththroughout

thepregnancywasdeterioratingandthedivorce

nevercameup.IthoughtIwouldwaittillshegives



birth.Shealmostlostherlifeinlaborandwasin

comaforaweek.WhenshewokeupIthoughtI

wouldjusttryandmakeitwork,wehadachildsoI

thoughtwewouldgiveObrienthelifehedeserved

butthenbutshehadPNDandshehatedourson.It

gotworsewhenwefoundouthewasdeaf.She

didn’twantanythingtodowithhim.Shetriedtaking

herlifeacoupleoftimes,sheturnedintothis

abusivemonsterthatIcan’tevenstand.Ican’teven

divorcehernowbecausesheispregnantagain,and

shethreatensmewithmychild.Iam sorryIliedto

you.”

Seneolookedatthedamageonhiscarthenthe

scratchesonhisbody.“Shedidthat?”

“Yeah.”

“Iam sorry.Butnotreallybecauseyouliedtome.”

Ryanchuckled.“It’sok.”

Seneosmiled.“Iam joking.Iunderstandwhyyou

didn’tsayanything.Doesshestillhatehim?”

“Yes.Verymuch.Itrytokeephim awaybut

sometimesIam atworkand…”



“Heshouldbeyourfirstpriority.Ifyoudon’tprotect

him from abuse,whowill?Youarehisfather.You

aresupposedtoprotecthim.Thereisnothingyou

candoabouttheunbornbaby.Youcan’tprotectthat

onenowbutyoucanprotectthisone.Heneeds

you.”

“Ihavedecidedtomoveout.”

“That’sagoodmove.”

Ryansmiled.“Ifeelmuchbetter.IguessIjust

neededtotellsomeone.”

“Iam gladIcouldhelp.”

Helookedatherthensighed.“Letmego.Take

care.”

“Youtoo.”

Shewatchedhim getinhiscarthendriveoff.Seneo

slowlywalkedbackinsidethegatethenlookedback

watchinghiscardrivingoff.Shewalkedbackinside

thehouseandtookherphoneandcalledmmagwe

Junior.

“Seneo…”



Shesmiledasheruncleanswered.“UncleMbaki.”

Helaughed.“Youwanttoannoyme.Idon’tlikethat

nameandyouwon’tcallmewithmymane.Iwill

beatyou.”

“Iam sorry.Howareyou?”

“Iam fine,yourself?”

“Iam fine.”

MmagweJuniorspokeonthebackgroundthenshe

tookthephone.“Neo..”

“Mama…”

“Youunclehateshismiddlenamelikeit’snothis.”

Theylaughed.“Idon’tevenknowwhyhatesit.

Anyways,howareyou?”

“Iam fine.Uhh…-“

“YouruncleandIhavebeenthinkingwedoa

tombstoneunveilingforRea.”

Shesmiled.“Thatwouldbenice.Ialsowantto

contribute.”



“Ok.Whatdidyouwant?”

“Nothing.Iwasjustsayinghi.”

“Okmybaby.”

“Bye.”

“Bye.”

Seneohungupandsighed.

***

MeanwhileRyancalledKatlo’smotherdrivingtoa

restaurant.Shepicked.

“Son…”

“Ma,howareyou?”

“Iam finemyboy,howareyou?”

“Iam notfine.Myunclesweresupposedtocometo

younextweekbutthatwon’tbehappening.Ihave

decidedtoletKatlogobecauseIcan’thandleit

anymore.Shehatesourson,shehatesme.Sheis



violent.ShetakesadvantageofthefactthatIdon’t

fightherorbeatherbutIam tired.Ican’tpaybride

priceforsuchawoman.SheisviolentsoIwas

askingforyoutocomeandcollectherfrom my

house.Letherstaywithyoutillthebabyisborn.”

“Ok.Iunderstandwhereyouarecomingfrom.”

“Thankyou.Iwillsendmoneyforthebusfare.”

“Okson.”

Hehungupparkingattherestaurantthenhe

steppedoutwithhisson.

5MONTHSLATER
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Seneosmiledatherpatient.

“Soonenoughyouwillbedischarged.”

Thewomansmiled.“Eishwena,Ican’twaittogobut

Iam goingtomissyou.”

Seneolaughed.“Youcanstillvisitme.Staysafe.”

Shewalkedinoutinherwhitedressandred

bottoms,herheelsechoingwitheachstepshetook.

Shelookedatherwristwatchjustasherphonerang.

“Iam done,youarehere?”

“Yes.”

“Ok,wait,twominutes.”

Shehungupthentookherbelongingsandwalked

outsidetotheparkinglotwheretheRunXwas.She

openedthedoorandgotin.



“Hey…”

Kgotsohuggedherandhandedheramagnum.

“Thanks.”

“Howwaswork?”

“Itwasok.Iloveit.”

“Ipromisedthechurchmembersthatyouwillcome

today.”

Seneosighed.“Iam notcomingtochurchKgotso.”

“Seneocan’tyoucompromiseabitforme?Iknow

youdon’twanttogo,andIunderstandthatbutcan’t

youcompromiseformeforonce?”

“WhenwemetItoldyouabouthowIfeelabout

church.”

“AndIknow,Iam justsayingtodayonly.Please,Iam

beggingyou.Itwon’teventakelong.It'smyparents

anniversary.Mamaisexcitedtoseeyou.”

Seneosighed.“Iam reallynotinthemoodtodeal

withhypocritesyoucallchurchmembers.”

Kgotsosmiled.“Youwon’thavetodealwithitI



promise,Iwillbetheretheentiretime.”

Seneolookedathim smilingcutely,thehappinessin

hiseyeswaseasytosee.

“Wecanchooseyourdressthengohome.”

“Ok.”

Hedrovetothemallwheretheybothsteppedout.

Heledherinsideashopwherehepickedadress.

“Thisone.”

Seneolookedatit.“Idon’tthinkit’smystyle.Iwant

somethingdifferentfrom this.Thatlookssobasic.”

“Wewanttoshowthepeoplethatwearebasic

peopleandtheycanrelatetous.”

“Kgotso,it’snotthedressIwant.”

“It’stheappropriatedress.Wearenottryingtogive

ourpeopletheimpressionthatwearejustofhigh

maintenance.Seneothisisachurchkindof

anniversarysetupnotafashionthing.”

Theshopassistantbesidethem watchedsilently

thenSeneonodded.“Ok,it’sfine.”



“Weshouldgetyoushoestoo.”

“Choosethem.Iwillwaitinthecar.”

Shewalkedoutandmarchedtothecarwhereshe

waitedforhim eatingthenowtastelessmagnum.A

BenzsimilartoRyan’sparkedbesidetheRunX,she

raisedherheadandlookedatRyanstepoutofthe

carwithhisson.Herheartskippedasshesatsitstill

inthecarwatchinghim signwithhissonwitha

smile.Theylookedsomuchalike,hewascomplete

copyofhisfather.Shetookadeepbreathstaringas

hewalkedpasttheRuX,hisattentiononhisson.

Herphonerang,shetookitandanswered.

“Hey…”

“Hey,howareyou?”

“Iam fine.”

Moitoigiggled.“Bensonproposed.”

“Really?”

Shelaughed.“Yes.”

“Ican’twaitforyourwedding.Iam sohappyfor

you.”



“Thankyou.Ithoughthehadchangedhismind.”

“Hewouldnever.Helovesyou.”

“Ilovehim somuch.”

“Iam happyforyou.”

“Thanks.Howispastorbabe?”

“Heisfine.”

“ThatmanisagoodmanSeneo.Ihopeyouseeit.

Younevergetthattypemorethantwice.Heisa

goodmanandhelovesyou.Ihopeyoumeethim

halfway.”

“Ido.Ilovehim too.”

“Iam sohappyyoumethim.Youshouldcherish

him.”

“Ido.”

“Good.Anyways,that’sallIwantedtotellyou.We

willtalk.”

“Bye!”

Kgotsowalkedbacktothecarholdingtheplastic



bagwithobviouslythebagandshoes.Hegotinthe

carandlookedather.

“Iam sorry.”

“It’sfine.Let’sgohome.”

“Iam reallysorrybabe.Igotyouthisoneinstead.”

Seneotooktheplasticandlookedattheelegant

eveninggown.“Wow!”

“Iknow…it’sbeautifuloryouwanttoreturnit?Idon’t

mind.Youshouldchooseyourowndress.”

“No!It’sbeautiful.Itmusthavecostyoualot.”

“No.Isorteditout.Andtheshoes?”

Seneoquicklytookthem outandsmiledhugging

him.“Theyarebeautifulbabe.”

Sheleanedoverandkissedhischeek.Kgotso

startedthecaranddrovethem homewhereshe

freshenedupandchangedintotheredsparkling

eveningdressthathuggedhercurves.Shesmiled

lookingatherselfonthemirrorwhilehesatinthe

sittingroom watchingTV.Sheputontheshoesthen

didhermake-up.Lightmake-upbutwithabit



eleganceintoit.Minuteslatershewalkedout

holdingherpurse.Kgotsochokedstaringatherthat

bebeguncoughinggettingup.

“Youlookbeautiful.”

“Thankyou.Ilovethisdress.”

“Shouldwego?”

“Yes.”

Hewalkedoutandgotinthecar.Seneolookedat

him thenopenedthedoorforherselfandgotinwith

herdress.Kgotsostartedthecaranddroveto

churchwhereheparkedathisdesignatedparking

space.Theywalkedinsidethechurch,holdinghands.

Seneosmiledatthesetup,itwasn’ttheunusual

churchsetup,ratheritwasdesignedasifitwasa

wedding.Theroundtablesandsofourth.Thepeople

turnedstaringatthem astheywalkedtotheirtable.

Kgotsopulledoutthechairforherbesidehismother.

Seneosmiledsittingwhilehesatbesideher.

Kgotso’smotherleaningovertoherwhispering

somethinginherearthathadherlaughing.His

fathersmiledwaving.SeneolookedasTututookthe



micinadressandstoodinfrontofthepeople.

“Ladiesandgentlemen,thankyouforcominghereto

celebratepastorElias’sanniversary.PastorElias

Senior.”

Thechurchcheered.

“Theyhavebeentogetherfor25yearsandstillgoing

strong,thisiswhatwecalllovefrom God.Itwas

meanttobe.”

Everyonenoddedagreeing.

“Sowearegoingtoplaytheirsonsotheycanshow

ushowit’sdone.”

SeneowatchedKgotso’sparentsgetupandwalkto

thestagewheretheyheldeachotherastheirsong

played.

***

Moitoilookedatherringandsmiled.Shecouldn’t

stoplookingatit.Gosh,shewasactuallydyingto



postitonhersocialmediaaccounts.Shesnappeda

pictureunabletoholditanymoreandpostedwitha

caption‘Isaidyes’.Shelookedatthenumberof

likesonthepictureasthecommentsstartedcoming

in.Shesmiledreplyingtothem.Herphonerangthen

sheansweredShadi’scall.

“Hey,congratulations.”

“ThankShadi.”

“Thatringissobeautiful.”

Moitoilaughed.“Ican’tstopstaringatit.”

“Iam sohappy,atleastoneofusisgettingmarried.”

“Whathappenedtoyourboyfriend?”

“Waaai,hewentbacktohisbabymama.Ijustknew

therewassomethingupwhenIsawhim spending

somuchtimewithher.Kanaheusedtoputheras

hisprofilepicture.”

“ThankGodyouwalkedaway.”

“Iwassorelieved.Hurt,butrelieved.”

“Iknowwhatyoumean?”



“Weshouldstartplanningyourbridalshower.You

knowwhat,Iwillopenagroupandwewillstartwith

thecontributions.”

Moitoilaughed.“Thankyou.”

“Youarewelcomefriend.”

“Reawouldhavebeen-“

“Reawouldhavebeenhappy,Iknowbutyouknow

what,sincethisyearstarted,Ihaven’tthoughtofher

andcried.Sincethisyear,IsmileeverytimeIthinkof

herandIstoppedthinkingofwhatshewouldfeel

everytimeIdothings.Ilongstoppedandsoshould

you.It’stimetocelebratehermemory.”

Moitoismiled.“Youareright.”

“WhereisNeo?”

“Atmarina.”

“Nice.Anyways,letmeopenthegroup.”

“Ok.”

ShadihungupthenMoitoiwentonfacebookwhere

shecontinuedreplyingtothecomments.



***

RyanwatchedasObrienjumpedinhismother’scar

withasmile.Hismotherlookedathim.

“Youlooksohealthy.”

Ryanchuckled.“Thankyou.”

“No,it’sbecausethatwomanisnotthereanymore.

AllIwantisforhertogivebirththenwetakethat

child.Godknowswhatshewilldotoher.”

“Yeah,Ihavebeencommunicatingwithhermother.”

“Good.Iam sohappyyouareleavingher.”

“Soam I.Nextmonthwearegoingtocourt.”

“Iam soproudofyou,yourfathertoo.”

“Youshouldgetgoing.”

“Ok,byebaby….”

Ryansmiledmovingback.Hewalkedbacktohis

housejustashisneighborsdaughterwalkedbehind

him.



“Hi…”

Ryanturnedandlookedatherwithasmile.“Hi!”

“Wheredidyoutakemyboy?”

Helaughed.“Mymothertookhim.”

“Oh…heisgoingtoenjoyhimself.”

“Hesureis.”

Hisphonerangbeforeshecouldrespond.Hewaved

atherwalkinginsidehishouse.

“Kagiso…”

“Hey,Iam solateforachurchevent,canyoucome

with?Ihavenodate.Idon’twanttofeelsoalone.”

“Areyouseriousrightnow?”

“Yes.Ihavetobethere.Iam theSundayschool

teacherandIam important.Ihavetobethere.”

Hesighed.“DidyoucallKabo?”

“Hesayshecan’t.PleaseRyan.”

“Ok.”

“Wearthatblackandwhitesuityouworelastweek.”



“Mxm…”

“Iloveyou.Comeandpickmeup.”

Hehungandquicklychanged.Hewalkedoutfixing

hisbowtie.

***

Atchurch,Seneosmiledascouplefinisheduptheir

danceandgavetheirlittlespeechofhowtheymet.

Kgotsoheldherhandwithasmile.Assoonashis

parentsfinishedtheirspeech,themicwastakenby

anotherseniorpastorwhogavealongerspeech

aboutthevalueofmarriage.Kgotsostoodupasthe

Seniropastorcalledhim upinfront.

“Thisyoungmansaidthereissomethinghewants

tosay.”

Thechurchcheeredevenlouderashegottothe

front.Hetookthemicandsmiled.

“Goodevening,firstIwanttothankeveryonewho

couldjoinustocelebratemyparent’slove.”



SeneoturnedherheadthencaughtRyanwalkingin

withSeneo.Feelingastare,heturnedandlocked

eyeswithher.Hesmiledmakinghersmiletoo.She

frownedasKgotsocalledouthername.Sheturned

herheadtohim.

“Iwouldalsoliketothankaspecialguestwhois

herewithus,Seneo.Shehasbeenmypartnerfora

whilenowandwhenItellyoushewasgiventome

byGodhimself,Iam notlying.SometimesIpinch

myselfjusttomakesure.”

Peoplelaughedstaringather.Shyly,shewaved.

Kgotsogotdownthestageandwalkedovertoher

holdingthemic.

“Youhavebeenthelightinmylife.Iknow

sometimesit’shardbutIloveyousomuchandI

knowyouaretheoneforme.”Hewentdownonhis

knee.“WillyoupleasemarrymeandbeMrs.Elias?”

Seneogaspedputtingherhandoverhermouth,her

heartpoundingsofastitcouldleapandactuallyrun

fasterUsainBolt.

.
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Everyonelookedatthem smilingwhileotherstook

outtherephonestakingvideos.Shetookadeep

breath,herheartpounding.Hetookoutthesparkling

ring.SheturnedandlookedatRyanwhowasstaring

ather,herthroatclogged.SheturnedtoKgotso,

tearsinhereyesthenshenodded.Hesmiledand

slidtheringonherfingerthenhuggedherwhile

everyonecheered.

Asongplayedaspeoplewalkedovercongratulating

them.Seneosmiledhuggingeveryoneastheycame.

Finallysitting,Kgotso’smotherlookedather.“Iam

sohappyforyou.”

“Thankyou.”

Hismothertookherhand.“Youdon’thavetofeel

forcedintoanything.”

Shenoddedthentookadeepbreathtryingtocalm



heremotions.Hereyesfellonthering.Kgotsosat

besideherandkissedhercheek.Shefakedasmile

thenreachedforthewaterandsipped.

“Doyoulikethering?”

Shelookedatthehugestoneandnodded.“Yes.”

Hesmiled.“Ourweddingisgoingtobesonice.”

Seneolookedathisfatherwhocouldn’tstopsmiling.

Itseemedeveryonewasjusthappy.Shelookedat

hershakinghandsandfoldedthem onherthighs,

heartstillpounding.

“Iam goingtothetoilet.”

Shestoodupandwalkedovertoausherwhowas

standingby.

“Hi,wherecanIfindthetoilets?”

“There.”Shepointed.Seneoquicklywalkedover

thengotinthetoiletwheresheclosedherselfinside.

Shelookedatthering,Godwhendiditcometothis?

Shetookherphonefrom herpursetremblingand

calledMmagweJunior.

“Neo…”



“Mama…”

“Howareyou?”

“Iam fine.”

“Whatisit?Somethingiswrong.”

Tearsrolleddownhercheeks.“Ifeelsoweak.”

“What’swrong?”

“Iam scaredmama.”

“Neo,what’swrong?”

“I…I…”

“Whatisit?Youarescaringme.Whatisit?”

“Kgotsoproposed.”

“Hewhat?”

“Heproposed.”

“Isn’titalittletoosoon?Heisagoodguybutyou’ve

onlystarteddating.”

“I-“

“Oryouaresureofhim?Iam sureofhim.Heisa



goodman,youareluckytohavemethim.Some

menknowwhattheywantandtheydon’tlike

wastingtimewhentheyknowwhattheyneed.”

“Heisagoodguy-“

“IfyouaresurethenIam happyforyou.Ican’t

believebothofmygirlsaregettingmarried.Iam so

happy.”

“Iam notready.”

“Youcanneverbeready.Youhavemetagoodman,

don’tlethim slipthroughyourfingers.It’sdifficultto

findgoodmenthesedays.”

“Iam notreadyformarriage.”

“Doesheknowthat?”

“Nobut-“

“Thesearetheconversationsyoushouldhavehad

withhim butSeneothismanisagoodman.He

lovesyou,heisinlovewithyou.”

“Iknow.”

MmagweJuniortookadeepbreath.“Dowhatyou



feelisrightbutdon’twasteopportunitiesandliveto

regretitinthefuture.”

“Ehmma.”

“Youwilltellmewhatyouhavedecided.”

Seneohungupandwalkedoutofthebathroom.She

pausedstaringatTutuwhoseemedtohavebeen

waiting.

“Iknewyouwerefakingit.”

“Idon’thavetimeforyou.Getoutofmyway.”

“Youareagolddigger.”

Seneostoodinfrontofthemirrorfixinghermakeup.

Tutulookedatherwithdisgust.

“Youaresosickdoyouknowthat?”

“Idon’tbutyoucantellmesinceyouareJesus’s

cousin.”

“YouareasnakeSeneo.Abigblackdangerous

snake.Kgotsodoesn’tdeservethis.”

Seneolookedather.“Thenyoushouldbevery

scared.”



Shewalkedoutfixingherdressandwentbacktothe

tablewhereKgotsolookedather.

“Areyouok?”

“No.Iam notfeelingwell.”

“Youwanttogohome?”

“Yes.”

Hestoodupthentookherhand.Togetherthey

walkedoutandwenttothecar.Kgotsoimmediately

droveherbacktoherhouse.InsidethehouseSeneo

tookoffhershoesandsatdown.

“Ihavetogoback.Willyoubefinealone?”

Seneotookadeepbreath.“Comeandseatwithme.”

Kgotsosatbesideher.Seneotookhishandsinto

hers.

“Idon’tknowhowtosaythis.”

Hesmiled.“Iknow,it’soverwhelming.”

“Yes.Iam shocked.Ididn’texpectit.”

“Iknowyouaretheone.”



“Isn’tittoosoon.”

“It’snevertoosoon.Iknowwhatwehaveisreal.”

Seneoswallowed.“Ithinkit’stoosoon.Wedon’t

knoweachotherthatwell.”

“Wewillgettoknoweachotherastimegoeson

babe.”

“Idon’twanttoknowyoualreadymarriedtoyou.I

don’twantthistoendupinadivorce.”

“Iloveyouandyouloveme.Thatwon’thappen.”

“Kgotso,Ineedtime.”

“Don’tyouloveme?”

Shelookedathim.“I…”

“Yousee?YoulovemeandIloveyou.Don’tworry.

Everythingwillfallintoplace.Thisunionisfrom

God.”

“Wearehurryingthings.”

Kgotsoleanedoverandkissedher,Seneoquickly

movedbackthenwipedhissalivaoffwithathrow.

Shestoodup.



“Iam goingtobehonestwithyou.Iam notreadyfor

marriage.Idon’tthinkIwillbereadymaybetillthe

nextfiveyears.ThereisalotIwanttodowithmy

life.ThereisalotIwanttodo.”

“Youcanstilldothat.”

“Ican’tifIam tieddowntoyou.Youaretoo

controlling.IthoughtIcoulddealwiththatbutit’s

difficult.Youalwaystrytoisolatemefrom everyone

Icareabout.Younevergivemethechancetomake

myowndecisionsandIdon’twantthat.“

“IhaveaconditionwhichIexplainedtoyou.”

“YoudidandIthoughtitcouldworkbutIcan’t.It’s

toomuchforme.Ican’tdothisanymore.Ican’tget

marriedwithallthat.”

Kgotsostoodup.“Soyousaidyesonlytosayno?”

“Ididn’twanttoembarrassyouinfrontofyour

church.”

“Sowhatam Igoingtotellthem now?”

Seneosighed.“Kgotso,youareinahurryandIdon’t

knowwhy.It’stoosoon.Ican’tgetmarried.Iam not



goingtogetmarriedtoyou.”

“Youmustcrazy,Iwastedalotofmoneyonyoufor

youtosaythat.”

“Whatareyoutalkingabout?”

“Wheredoyouthinkthemoneytospoilyouis

comingfrom?Ihaveputmyselfindebtstomake

youhappy.Itmeanspeoplewereright,youonly

wantedtouseme.”

“Ididn’tforceyoutodothingsforme.”

“Ididthem becauseIthoughtyoulovedme.You

gavemetheimpressionthatyouloveme.”

“Iam sorry.Ithoughtweweregettingtoknoweach

other.”

“Youarenotgoingtoleavemelikethis.”

“Ihaveeverythingyouboughtme.Takeit.”

“Iloveyou.Can’tyouseeyouarehurtingme?”

“Iam sorrybutIcan’tdothisanymore.”

“Why?Becauseofmycondition?”



“No.”

“Thenwhy?”

“BecausethereissomeoneIlove.”

Kgotsolookedather.“Who?”

“Pleasedon’tdothis.”Shetookoffthering.“Iam

sorry.Iam sorryforwastingyourtimebutitwon’t

work.Idon’tloveyoulikehowawomanissupposed

toloveherman.”

Kgotsoswallowedhardstaringatherasthepain

weakenedhim.“Whoisit?”

“Ifit’syourthingsyouwant,tomorrowIwillmove

out.”

“Whoisit?”

“Kgotso-“

“Whoisit?”Hescreamedstartlingher.Insteadof

hurt,angerflashedinhiseyesashestaredather.

“Whoisit?”

“Youdon’tknowhim.”



“Areyoucheatingonme?”

“No,Ijustdon’tloveyou.”

Kgotsopulledherhairthatshescreamed.“Whoisit?

Whoareyoucheatingonmewith?”

“Letmego!Youarehurtingme.”

“SoIhavebeenthestupidoneallalong?Itooka

loantokeepyouhappy.”

“Kgotsoletmego.”

“Youarenotleavingme.”

“Letmego!”

Heletgowhileshebreathedheavily,angrily.“Soyou

aregoingtohurtmebecauseIam tellingyouthe

truth.”

“Youusedme.”

“Ididn’tuseyou!Youboughtmeallthisbecauseyou

wantedto.Nooneforcedyou.Youaresostupid.

Howthefuckdoyouthinkpeoplecangetmarried

afterfivemonthsofdating?Wedidn’tevenhave

sex!”



Pissed,Kgotsoslappedherandputhishandsonher

neckstranglingher.Hepushedhertowalltightening

hisholdonherthroatwhileshefought.She

scratchedhim tryingtofighthim offbutthelookin

hiseyeswasclearonwhathewanted.Fightingto

breath,shegrewweak,herheartpoundingsomuch.

Tearsfilledhereyesandrolleddownhercheeks.He

letgoofher,Seneogaspedforoxygenslidingtothe

floor.Kgotsolookedather.

“Youseewhatyouaremakingmedo?”

Shetriedcrawlingawaybuthepulledherwithher

leg.

“Youaremakingmedothis!”

Tearsrandownhercheeks.“Iam sorry.”

“Soyoudon’tloveme?”

“Ido.Ido.”

“Yousaidthereissomeoneelse.Whoisit?”

“Thereisnoone.”

“Youaregoingtomakeyouhurtyouagain.”



“Thereisnoone.”

Kgotsostooduptakingoffhisbelt,Seneostoodup

andrantothedoorbarefooted.

“Helpme!”

Kgotsocameafterherrunning,Seneowentstraight

toherlandlord’sdoorandbangedthedoor.She

turnedandlookedatKgotsoapproachingthen

openedthedoorandraninsidethehousejustas

landlordrushedover.

“Seneo,areyouok?”

SheturnedtolookatKgotsobreathingheavily.He

wasstillholdingthebeltinhishands.Thelandlord’s

husbandwalkedover.

“What’sgoingon?”

“HeistryingtobeatSeneo…didhebeatyou?”

“HestrangledmebecauseIwanttobreakupwith

him.”

ThehusbandlookedatKgotso.“Youwanttokill

her?”



“Seneo,letusgohomeandtalkaboutthis.”

Thewifeshookherhead.“Sheisnotcomingwith

you!Babe,callthepolice.”

Thehusbandtookhisphoneanddialedthepolice

whilethewifeledhertotheguestroom.

“Areyouok?”

“Yes,just…shaken.”

“Whathappened?”

“Heproposed.Idon’twanttogetmarried.Iam

realizingIhavelostsomuchcontrolofmylife

becausehecontrolseverything.Ican’tdoanything.”

“Iam sohappyyouseethat.Heiscontrolling.He

mustbeoneofthoseguyswhoturnintokillers

becausehegotdumped.MyhusbandisanSSG.He

willsortitout.Youaresafe.”

“Iam reallysorryforbringingsomuchdramainyour

yard.”

“Don’tbesorry.Wewillgotothepolicetogetherand

laycharges.”



AwhilelaterSeneogotinthecarwithherlandlord

nowinjeansandat-shirtwithherphone.Theydrove

tothepolicewhileKgotsodrovehisRunX.

***

AtthePolicestation,Seneo’slandlordwalkedinside

thepolicestationwhileSeneo’sherphonerang.She

stoppedandanswered.

“Hello?”

“Hey…congratulations.”

“Ryan…”

“Isaweverythinghappening.Iam happyforyou.”

“Idon’twanttgetmarried.Ibrokeitoff,hetookit

badandstrangledaccusingmeofusinghim.”

“Areyouok?”

“Iam atthepolicestation.Mylandlordhelpedme.”

“Youwantmetocomethere?”



“No.It’sok.”

“Iam coming.Areyousureyouareok?”

“Iam fine.Iam pressingcharges.”

“Iam coming.”

Hehungup.Shewalkedinsidethepolicestation.

Thepoliceofficerlookedather.

“Whathappened?”

“Heproposedathischurch,ambushingme.Isaid

yessothatIdon’tembarrasshim thenwhenwegot

homeIexplainedtohim thatIwasn’tready,helostit,

grabbedmyhairaccusingmeofusinghim thenhe

strangledme.”

Thepoliceofficerlookedathim.“Morena,isthat

true?”

“Ididn’tmeanto.IjustlostitandIknowIshouldn’t

havedonethat.It’sjustthatwhenshesaidsheloved

someoneelseIlostitbecauseIlovehersomuch

butIseemywrongandIam reallysorry.Iam sorry

baby,youknowIwouldneverhurtyou.Idon’tknow

whatgotintometoday,pleaseforgiveme.”



ThepoliceofficerlookedbackatSeneo.“Heis

apologizing,whatareyousaying?Shouldwe

continueandopenacaseoryouwanttoforgive

him.”

“Iam pressingcharges.”

.

.
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Atthepolicestation,KgotsolookedatSeneo

beggingher.Shesighed.

“Iam notgoingtodropthecharges,youtriedtokill

meandyouweregoingtohitmewithyourbelthadI

notran.Iam pressingthecharges.”

“Seneoplease,youunderstandmyposition.Thiscan

costme.”

“Idon’tcare,youshouldhavethoughtofthatbefore

youputyourhandsonme.Iam pressingchargesof

assault.”

Kgotsolookedbackattheofficer.“CanIcall

someone?”

“Comethisway.Youwillcallthem.”

***



AwhilelaterSeneowalkedoutwithherlandlord.

“Iwassoscaredyouweregoingtoforgivehim.”

“Iam notGodwhoforgivespeopleforeverything.”

ThelandlordlaughedjustasRyan’sbenzstoppedin

frontofthem.Hesteppedoutwithhisbrother.

Seneosmiledrecognizinghim astheywalkedover.

Herlandlordlookedather.

“ShouldIgo?”

“Yes.Thankyousomuch.”

“Youarealwayswelcome.”

Ryangreetedthelandlordwhosmiledthenwavedat

bothmenandwalkedaway.Seneosmiled.

“Youguysdidn’thavetocome.”

Kaboshookhishead.“Whereisthebastard?”

“Stillinside.”

“Otsilegonyela.Bomfanabakerekebatlwaela

masepa.Nkebeomoragile.”

Seneolaughed.“Hewasgoingtooverpowerme.”



Kabosmiled.“Youwillgetyourchance.Iwillmake

sureofit.”

“Ilaidcharges.”

Ryannodded.“Youdidwell.Youshouldn’tdrop

them.”

“Iam notgoingto.”

“Let’sgo.”

RyangotbackinthecarthenSeneogotattheback.

KabojoinedheratthebackandthenRyanstarted

thecaranddroveoff.

“Sowheredidyoumeettheabusivepastor?”

Seneolaughed.“Imethim whenIcametoGabs.He

wasgoingtoJwanengwhereIwasgoingtosee

Moitoithenheinvitedmetochurchinreturnofme

notpayinghim.”

“Churchisjustafullhouseofhypocrites.Iwillpray

formyselfathome.”

“Hischurchwasexactlylikethat.”

“Mostchurchesare.Iam gladyouopenedyoureyes



andwalkedout.”

“Ihavebeenwantingtoendtherelationshipfora

whilebutIdidn’tknowhow.”

“Yourchancecameinasilverplate.Soyouare

studyingnursing?”

“Yes.”

“Somethingyouwantedtodoorwhat?”

“Ineverwantedtodoitinthefirstplace,evenafter

ReapassedonbutthenastimewentbyIgrewthe

passionforit.PeopleneverunderstandwhenItell

them Iam notdoingitformysisterandexplaining

whyIam doingittakeswaytoolongsoIendup

goingwiththeeasystory.”

RyanparkedthecarinfrontofSeneo’sgate.She

smiled.

“Thankyouforcomingthoughyoudidn’tneedto.I

appreciateit.”

Ryansmiledather.“It’sok..”

Shewavedthenwalkedinsidethegate.Ryan

watchedasKabojumpedbackinthefrontseat.



“Wow!”

“What?”

RyanreversedanddroveheadedtoKabo’shouse.

“Sheisbeautiful.”

“Yes.”

“Ineedhernumber.”

“Shejustwalkedoutofarelationship.Sheneedsto

heal.”

“Shedidn’tevenlovethatasswhore.Thereisnothing

toheal.Givemehernumber.”

“Iam notgivingittoyou.Youshouldgetitonyour

own.”

“Doyouwanther?”

“What?”

“Doyouwanther?Let’sclearthatoutbeforewego

far.Doyouwantherthoughknowingyoucan’tbe

withher.Youcan’tbemovingfrom onecousinto

anotherandnowthesistertothepreviouscousin.”



“Iam justlookingoutforher.Sheisagoodgirl,she

doesn’tdeservetobehurt.Gapewhathappenedto

youwantingMoitoi?”

“Sheisgettingmarried.”

“Sincewhenhasthateverstoppedyou?Youknow

youwantMoitoi.LeaveSeneoalone.”

“Ilongmovedonfrom Moitoi.Itwasacrushthat

lastedaweek.Comeon…givemeSeneo’snumber.”

Ryansighedthentookouthisphoneandsentitto

him parkinginfrontofhisgate.

“Bye.”

Kabosmiledandsteppedoutofthecar.

***

Seneolookedatherhousewitheverythingshedidn’t

buyherself.Shewalkedtothebedroom thinking.

Maybeitwastimesheactuallymovedinwithher

friendbecauseitseemedshewasstrugglingwith



rentalone.Shepulledouthersuitcaseandstarted

packingallthethingsheonceboughther.She

lookedatredbottomsandpulledoutofthebag.She

wouldkeepthose.Herphonerangasshefinished

up.

“Hello?”

“Seneo,hi,it’sMrs.Elias,IjustspoketoKgotso.Can

wetalk?”

“Ehmma.”

“Hetellsmeyoutwohadafight.”

“Yoursonwasstranglingme.”

“Whatreallyhappened?Idon’twantustotakeharsh

decisions.Someofthesedecisionswillnotonly

affecthim.Youaremydaughterinlaw,couplesfight

allthetime.”

“Yoursonwantedtobeatme.Hepulledmyhairand

strangledme.”

“AndIunderstand.Thisissomethingthatcanbe

talkedaboutwitheldersatchurch.Youtwoshould

comeforcoupecounseling.”



“Idon’twanttogetmarried.Itoldyoursonthatand

hedoesn’twanttoacceptthat.”

“Iknowyoudon’twanttogetmarried.It’stoosoon

that’swhyIam sayingthisisanissuethatcanbe

sortedatchurch.Youneedtocomeforcounseling.”

“Unfortunatelythatwon’thappenbecausewebroke

up.Iam breakingupwithhim.Heisapotential

abuser.”

"Seneo,pleasemydear.Youknowhe'sneverdone

anythinglikethisbefore.Let'ssortthisoutlike

adults.Couplesdisagreeandfightallthetime,Iam

actuallysurprisedheproposedknowingeverywell

thatyoujusmet.Iunderstandwhereyouare

standing.That'swhyIam askingaboutcounseling.

Youbothneedtotakeyourtimewitheachother.

Relationshipstakealottobuild.Notjustlovebuta

lotmore."

"IknowandIunderstandbutIcan'tdoitanymore.

Yoursonistoocontrolling.HeispossessiveandI

can'tdealwithitinthelongrun.Idon'twanttostring

him alongwhenIknowIcan'thandletheburdenhe



bringstothetable.Pleaseunderstandme."

"Ok.Iunderstand.Whataboutthecharges?"

"Iam sorrybutIam notdroppingthecharges."

Hisfathertookthephone.“Listenhereyoulittlegirl,

youwilldropthechargesoryouwillregretitdearly.

Soyouthoughtyoucouldpullmysonindebtsjust

sotoimpressyouthenwalkaway?Youarea

jezebel!”

“Ididn’taskyoursontotakealoan.Lesekalabatla

gontena,Iam notoneofyourlittlechurchmembers.

Youaregoingtoofar,Idon’tgiveashitaboutwhat

yoursondidtome,everythingheboughtisthere

andhecantakeit.Ineverforcedhim todoanything

formesodon’tyoudareraiseyourvoiceatme

threateningme.Oldmanyouaretheonewhowill

regretit.Lesekalabatlagontlwaelamasepawith

yourlittlechurchofsinnersandhypocrites.Tsek!”

“YouareverydisrespectfulbutIam comingforyou.

Youhavemessedwiththewrongfamilylittlegirl.”

“Iwillbewaiting.Youhavemessedwiththewrong

oneandifyoutryit,youwillburyyourson.Iam a



nurse,Iam wellequippedinthesething.Itwilllook

likeanaccidentandyouwillthenseethatcrying

tearsisaluxury.Andforgetmereturningeverything

heboughtme.Iam keepingeverything.Letlwaela

bathomasepa,youdon'tknowme.Stayinyourline.”

Shehungupandblockedthenumberthengotinthe

showerwashingoffthesweatofearlieron.She

changedintoherpyjamasjustasherphonerang.

“Hello?”

“Hi,it’sKabo.”

Seneosmiled.“Ohh,hi.”

“Justmakingsureyouaregood.”

“Iam fine.Thankyou.”

“Ifhetriesityoucancallme.”

Aknockeruptedonthedoorfollowedbyherdoor

opening.Sheslowlywalkedoutthensighedwith

reliefseeingRyan.

“Areyouthere?”

“Yes,uhhIhavetogo.Bye.”



Shehungupandsmiledstaringathim.“Hey…”

“DidKabocall?”

“Yes.Hejustdid.”

“Kekopaosekawajolaleene.”

Seneochuckled.“NotthatIwasgoingtobutwhy?”

Ryanstaredatherforawhileknowingtherewas

everythingwronginwhathewasabouttosay,he

wasnotsurehowitmadehim lookanymore.

“Justbeforeyoumaythinkotherwise,Idon’tseeyou

inyoursister,matteroffactyoudon’tevenlooklike

her.”

Seneolookedathim.Hewalkedoverandputhis

handsonhiswaist.

“Howwrongcanwrongbe?”

Seneoswallowed.“Verywrong.”

“Thendeepdownwhydoesitfeelright?”

“Becauseyouknowit’swrong.”

“Come.”



Hewalkedoutwithherlockingherdoorbehind.

Theygotinhiscarthenhedroveoff.Shelookedat

him withasmile.

“Wherearewegoing?”

“Youwillsee.Wantsomethingtoeat?”

“Yes,Iam payingthough.”

Ryanlaughed.“Hertaughtyouagreatlesson

Mfundisi?”

Seneosmilednodding.

“Iam nothim.Iwillgetusfood.”

“No.Iwanttopay.”

Ryansighed.“50-50then.”

“That’sfine.”

Hepassedbyafastfoodrestaurantwheretheyboth

steppedout.Heheldherhandandwalkedinsidethe

restaurant.TheyorderedtheirfoodandRyantook

hermoneyandsliditinhispocketpayingwithhis

card.Theywalkedbacktothecarminuteslater.His

phonerangasshegotinthecar.



“Aminute…”

“Ok.”

Ryanansweredthecallsteppingawayfrom thecar.

“Yeah?”

“Whereareyou?Ithoughtwewouldwatchthegame

together.”

“Ihaveplanstonight.”

“Withwho?”

“Youdon’tknowher.Youaredisturbing,bye.”

"Bytheway,Iwantedtoconfirm thatyoucompletely

viewSeneoasasister.Idon'twantusfightingovera

girl."

Seneowatchedhim talkonthephoneforalittle

whilelonger.Hefinallygotinthecarandlooked.

“Ready?”

Shelookedathim withasmile.“YesthoughIdon’t

knowwhereyouaretakingme.”

“Youdon’thavetoknowthat.”



RyanslidinhisUSBmemorystickonhisradio

speakersthenstartedplayingasong.Shesigher

lookingoutthroughthewindowasthewindhither

faceblowingherhair.

Whenyouholdmeinthestreet

Andyoukissmeonthedancefloor

Iwishthatitcouldbelikethat

Whycan'titbelikethat?

CauseI'm yours

Wekeepbehindcloseddoors

EverytimeIseeyouIdiealittlemore

Stolenmomentsthatwestealasthecurtainfalls

It'llneverbeenough

It'sobviousyou'remeantforme

Everypieceofyouitjustfitsperfectly



Everysecond,everythought,I'm insodeep

ButI'llnevershowitonmyface

Butweknowthis,wegotalovethatishopeless

Whycan'tyouholdmeinthestreet?

Whycan'tIkissyouonthedancefloor?

Iwishthatitcouldbelikethat

Whycan'twebelikethat?

CauseI'm yours

***

Katlogruntedinlabor,themidwifelookedatheras

shebreathedheavily.

“Youhavetopushthisbabyout.Giveityourall.She



ishere.”

Shepushedagaingruntingwhileherveinserupted.

Shepushedwithherallthebabyslidout.She

breathedweaklywaitingtohearherbabycrying.

“Whereismybaby?”

ShelookedatMidwifeholdingherupsidedownwith

onelegthenslappedherbloodybutt.Sheyelled

cryingsoloudfillingtheentireroom.Katlosmiled

tearfullyasthemidwifepreparedherbabyand

handedher.Katlo’stearsdroppedonherbaby’s

foreheadasshestaredathim.Sotinyandbeautiful

withtheblackcurlyhair.

“Iwanttocallmyhusband.”

“Ok,butwait.Let’sfinishwithyou.Wehavetostitch

you.”

***

Outside,Katlo’smothertriedRyan’snumberagain

butitwasn’tgoingthough.Katlo’ssisterwalkedover.



“Howisitgoing?”

“Sheisinside.Iam tryingtocallRyanbuthisphone

isnotgoingthrough.”

“Heisadoctor,obviouslyhestillatwork.”

“Yes.Iwilltryinthemorning.”

“ThoughIthinkallhewantsishisbaby.Hedoesn’t

wantheranymore.”

“WehaveprayedandGodisincontrol.”

“Heisoverher.Notaftersheforcedhim into

marryingherthenrapedhim.”

“Canyounottalkaboutyoursisterlikethat?”

“Sheisnotavictim.Shehadanopportunitytogo

placesbutwhatdidshedo?Shefailedallbecause

shewaschasingafteramanwhodon’tevenlove

her.”

“Katloisyoursister.”

“Iam tiredofthisthingwhereshealwayshastobe

thevictim.SheisamonsterandRyanisthevictim.

Thiswomanissodangerous.Ryandidn’twantthis



babybuthecouldneversayanythingbecausehe

thoughthecouldjustsettlewithhisfamilyHeis

tiredofitandIam notgoingtolethim raisea

daughterthatisnothis.Iam goingtotellhim that

thatbabyisnothis.Hedeservestoknowthatontop

ofherbeingabusive,shewascheating...”

.

.

.
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Winnieslowlyopenedhereyesandlookedaround.

Shefrownedlookingaroundherbedroom.She

lookedatherhandsthenslowlygotoffbedpicking

herrobefrom thefloor.Shewalkedoutandwentto

thesittingroom.Herheartskippedashereyesfell

onReaseatedonthecouch.Shelookedather,hert-

shirttintedwithherblood.

“Rea!”

Sheslowlystoodup.“Auntie…”

Winnierushedover,herheartpounding.“Areyou

ok?”

TearsrandownRea’scheeks.“No.”

“Iam sosorry.”

“Tellthetruth.Youknowwhatyoudid.”

Winniesteppedbackthenlookedatherbloody



hands.Shetriedwipingthem offherrobbutthe

bloodwasjuststuckonherhands.Shelookedback

atRea.

“Iam sorry.”

“Tellthetruth.”

“Iam sorry.ItwastoolatewhenItoldthem notto.I

didn’twanttohurtyou.Iwasjusthurt…please

forgiveme.Iwasn’tthinking.Iwasdrivenwithhurt

andangerandhatred.Forgiveme.”

“Ilongdidbutyouhavetotellthetruth,telleveryone

thetruth.Theydeservetoknowwhathappenedto

me.”

“Iam sorry.”

“Tellthem thetruth.Tellthetruth.”

“Ican’t,Iam scared.”

“Youhavetotellthetruthforitshallsetyoufree.

Tellthetruth!Theydeservetoknowwhathappened

tome.”

Rea’sfacechangedtosomethingunrecognizable,

hervoiceturningintodeepscaryvoiceasshe



screamed.“TELLTHETRUTH!”

Shewalkedovergrowingtallerandtallerlooking

evenmorescarier.

“Winnie!Winnie!”

Winniegaspedsnappinghereyesopen.Herheart

poundedasshelookedatjailguardwhilesweatran

downherneck.

“What’swrong?Youpeedagain.”

Shegotupandlookedatthewetbed.“Iam sorry.”

“Yoursinsarecomingbacktoyou?”

Sheshookherhead,herheartpoundingsomuch.

“Cleanupyourmess.Youareagrownwoman.You

shouldcontrolthatbladderofyours.It’sannoying

now.Howcanagrownwomanpeeherselfevery

night?”

Thejailguardwalkedaway,herfriendwalkedover.

“Areyouok?”

Winniewipedawayhertearsandsweat.“Yes.”



“Youkeephavingthesamedream everynight,what

isit?”

“Nothing.”

“Isshestillcomingforyouinyourdreams?”

Winnieswallowedstaringatherfriend.“Yes.”

“Isshesayingsomething.”

Winnieshookherhead.“No.”

“Wewillprayaboutit.”

Shenoddedthenlookedatherhands.Theblood

stainswerestillthere,shescreamedjumpingback.

Herfriendlookedather.

“What’swrong?”

Winnielookedatherhandsagainandtheblood

stainswerestillthere.Shewipedherhandsonher

clothesshaking.

“Blood…blood…”

“WhatareyousayingWinnie?”

“Blood.”



Sherantotheshowerswereshewashedherhands

butnothingwashappening.Shelookedonthemirror

lockingeyeswithReawhowasstaringatheronthe

mirror.

“Tellthetruth!”

“Leavemealone!”

“Tellthetruth!Tellthetruth!Tellthetruth!”

Reagrabbedherfrom behind.Sheturnedfightingfor

hertolethergo.

“Leavemealone!Ididn’tkillyou!Leavemealone!”

“Winnie!”

Shesnappedoutofitandlookedatherselffighting

herfriend.Shequicklyletgoshakingterrified.The

friendsighed.

“Areyouok?”

“Sheisfollowingme.”

“Who?”

WinnielookedatReawhowasstandingfeetfrom

herstaringather.



“Sheisthere.There!”Shepointed.Thefriendturned

andlookedbutshecouldn’tseeanything.

“Youaregoingcrazy.Areyousureyouarefine?It’s

tooearlyinthemorningforthis.”

“Shewantstokillme.”

“Stopit.Peoplearegoingtothinkyouarecrazyand

sendyoutoamentalplace.Stopit!”

Tearsrandownhercheeks.“Sheisthere.Shewon’t

leavemealone.Shekeepsfollowingme.”

“Sheisnotthere.Thereisnoone.It’sallinyour

head.”

Winniegrabbedherfriendst-shirtandwalkedout

holdinghertightly.Realookedatherthenslowly

followedbehind.

***

Laterthatmorning,MoitoidrovetoSeneo’sgateand

parked.Shesmiledandtookoutherphonecalling



Seneo.Shesighed,hernumberstillwasn’tgoing

through.Shepressedthehooterandwaited.

Minuteslateraladysteppedoutandwalkedtothe

gate.Moitoisteppedoutofthecarandwalkedtothe

closedgate.

“Dumelang…”

“Ehmma,howcanIhelpyou?”

“Iam lookingformysister.Seneo.Mynameis

Moitoi.”

“Ohh!Idon’tthinksheisin.”

“Really?”

“Yes.Isawherleavewithacarlastnightandshe

nevercameback.”

“Ohhh…kanaIhavebeentryingtocallherbuther

numberisnotgoingthrough.”

“SheleftlastnightwithasilverMercedes.”

“Doyouknowwhoshemighthaveleftwith?”

“No.ButIhaveseenthecarbefore.”

“Isitherboyfriend?”



“No.”

“Okthankyou.”

Moitoigotbackinhercarandsatworriedlytryingto

thinkofwhohadaMercedes.Asfarassheknew,

KgotsodroveaRunX.Shestartedhercarand

reversedthendroveoff.Shestoppedhercarbythe

redtrafficlightthenquicklytookherphoneand

searchedthroughlookingforLeatso’snumber.She

tappedthenumberandcalled.

“Hello?”

“HeyLea,it’sMoitoi.”

“Ohh,hi!”

“Howareyou?”

“Iam fine.”

“HaveyouspokentoNeolately?”

“No.Ilastsawheratworkyesterday.”

“Eish,kanaIam inGabsandIthoughtIwouldgive

herasurprisevisit.”

“MaybesheiswithKgotso.”



“No,apparentlysheleftwithaMercedes.”

“AMercedes?”

“Yes.”

“SheoncesaidRyandrivesasilverbenz,thelatest.”

“Ryan?WhichRyan?”

“Hersister’sEx.”

Moitoisteppedontheacceleratorspeedingoff.

“Ryan?”

“Yes.”

“Aretheyseeingeachotherorwhat?Maybeyouare

confusingthings.”

“UhhIdon’tknow.Youknowwhat?Youareright.I

am confusingthings.IthinkshesaidRyandrivesa

blackbenz.Notsilver.”

Moitoilaughed.“Yes,youareconfused.Seneo

wouldneverdatehersister’sex.”

“Yes.AnywaysIwillalertyouwhenImanagetoget

holdofher.”



“Heywena,bafounu!(Putawayyourphone!)”

Moitoiturnedherheadandlookedatmaninthe

Jeepbesidehercarwhohadjustscreamedather.

Hesmiledatherwearingacap.Heturnedit

backward.

“Youhavetobecharged.Iam callingthepolice,I

caughtyoubreakingthelaw.”

Moitoilaughed.“Sorry.”

Theybothstoppedtheircarsattheminitrafficthat

hadformed.

“Iam tellingthem.Gapewhatareyoudoinginthat

tinything?Kanasomeofuscan’tevenseeyourcar.

Otarekgolegamma.”

Moitoilaughed.“Aoowbathong?”

“Ija,mistakeshappenkana.Iwillcrushyoursmall

thing.”

“Iwillbuyabigone.”

“Iownacardealership,youshouldpassby.Letme

takeyournumbersoIcanremindyou.Theguy

who’sringyouarewearingshouldgetyouacarnot



thatthing.Wearerunningspecialthismonth.”

Moitoicalledhernumberasthetrafficmovedthen

droveawaytakingaturn.

***

SomewhereinBotswana,Seneoslowlyopenedher

eyesstretchingonthecomfortablebed.Shelooked

aroundsittinguprightrealizingshewasaloneinbed

thenslowlygotupandwalkedout.Sheputherhand

overhereyesshieldingherselffrom thesunrisesun

thatshonesobrightly.Itseemedliketheywereata

campsite.Shecouldn’treallyrememberwhenthey

hadarrivedbecauseshehadfallenasleepbythen.

HereyesfellonRyanwalkingoverholdingatray

coveredwithacloth,shesmiledgettingbackinside

theroom.Shesatonthebedwaiting.

“Hey…”

Shesmiled.“Wherearewe?”

“Acampsite.”



“It’squiet.”

“Yeah.Ibroughtsomebreakfast.”

Heplacedthetrayonthebed.Seneoopenedand

lookedatthedeliciousbreakfast,hermouth

watering.

“Thislooksnice.”

“IgotyoujuicebutIcangetwhatyouwant.”

“Juiceisfine.”Shetooktheglassoforangejuice

thentookasip.TheyatethenRyanfinallyputthe

traydown.

“Wearegoingtobehereforthewholeweekend.We

willreturnlateSunday.”

“Idon’thaveclothestochange.”

“Thereisnooneoutheretoseeyou.Expectme.

Don’tworryabouttoiletry,theyprovidedacoupleof

thingshere,wewillbefine.”

Guiltoverwhelmedherasshelookedathim.“Would

youbehereifReawasalive?”

“Idon’tknow.Iwon’ttalkaboutthingsIdon’tknow



about.IknowwhatIam feeling.”

“MaybeyouarefeelingitbecauseIam Rea’ssister.”

“No.Idon’tevenknowwhyIam feelingwhatIam

feeling.Ican’texplainit.Buttrustme,ithasnothing

todowithRea.”

Tearsfilledhereyes.“ItfeelslikeIam betrayingmy

sister.Shemaynotbeherebutit’slikesheislooking

atmeandknowingher,shemightnotsayanything

butmaybesheishurting.Imisshersomuch.As

crazyasthismaysound,Iusedtofeelherpresence

whenshepassedon.Italwaysfeltlikeshewas

therebutnotreallythere.”

“Imisshertoo.”

Hepulledherinhisarmsandheldtightly,Seneo

relaxedashishugsoothedherheart,calmingthe

stormsinherheart.Theyheldeachotherforawhile,

lingeringinthecalm mood.Heslowlylethergoand

tiltedherchin.Heleanedoverandslowlykissedher

tastinghersaltylipsfrom herlips.Likesomething

hadbeenawakenedinhim,hehungrilykissedher,

tonguescaressingeachotherwhiletheybreathed



heavily.Hisdickgrewthickandsolidinhispants,

fuckitfeltlikehehadn’tsexinages,hewasalmost

inpain.Sheletoutasoftmoanashekissedher

deeper,herpantysoaking.Hishandswentforher

boobsthenhesqueezedwithagrunt.Losing

completecontrolofhimself,hepushedherdown

gettingontopofher,theirlipstightlylocked

togetherastheysharedapassionatekiss.Hehad

neverbeensoturnedonthathereverytouchand

everysoundshemadethreatenedtoundohim there

andthen.

Forcinghimselftoseparatehimselffrom herlips,he

lookedatherflushedface,thehungerinhereyesso

visible.Helookeddeepinhereyes.

“Icanstopifyouwantmeto.”

Shepartedherlipsbreathingheavilywhilehisdick

gotevenharder.

“Saysomething.Iwanttohearyoutalk.ShouldI

stop?Tellmetostop.”

“No…”

Hekissedhersogoodherclitagreedwithhim.His



handswentunderherpyjamatopandhesqueezed

herboobfeelingherflesh.Hetookoffhertopthen

lookedatherfullfirm breastandbentsuckingher

nipples.Seneoputherhandoverherheadmoaning

feelingsensationtravelalloverbodyheatingher

more.Hesuckedanothernipplewhiletwistingthe

otherwithhisfinger.Seneothrewherheadback,his

lipsmoveddowntoherbellybuttonthenhepulled

downherpyjamapantswithherpantiesandlooked

athersmoothpussy.

Heopenedherlegsandburiedhisheadbetweenher

legstakinghiswithtonguegame.Shelookedathim

moaning,hertoescurling.Ryanlickedher

relentlessly,takinghissweettimewiththesweet

torturetillsherolledhereyestotheback,her

musclestightening.Herorgasm hittopplingherover

theedge.

Heraisedhisheadandtookoffhist-shirtandhis

pants.Seneoraisedherheadtolookbuthekissed

heropeningherlegswiderrunninghisdickonher

wetslit.Seneobrieflythoughtofacondom butthe

pleasurehadhermovingherwaistagainsthim.



TheirbreathingbecamesoloudtillSeneocouldn’t

waitanylonger.Ryanlookedather.

“Stopme…”

“No…Ineedyou.”

Hekissedherslowlypushing#removed.

.

.

.
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#removed

Hekissedherslowlypushingthroughherentrance,

blockingherandsliditinstretchingher.Seneo

gaspedashepushedhimselfingruntinginherear.

“Ohfuck!”



Shetookadeepbreathfeelingmoreofhislengthfill

herup.Herstomachliftedasthatdickfilledherup,

probablycrackingherorsomething.Fuckwhata

dick!Shecouldbarelybreathe.

“Relax…”

Hekissedhergentlyandslowlythenpausedlooking

inhereyesasthatjuicypussyclampedhisdick.He

slidoutalmostslidinghisentirelengthoutand

pushedbackin.Hecaughtrhythm movinginher

withgentledeepstrokes.Herpussyadjustedtaking

inthesweetpleasurehekeptdishing.

“Youfeelgood.”

Hemovedsogoodshecouldcry.Shebegunmoving

herwaist,meetinghim thrustforthrust.Hisstrokes

startedcominginfastanddeeper,fillingand

stretchingherup.Seemedhewaslosingcontroland

everslam madeherscream.Hemovedevenfaster

gruntinginherear,squeezingherbody,kissingand

suckingherneck.Hisgruntsseemedtoturnheron

evenmore,thepleasureincreasedastheirbodies

begunslappingagainsteachother,lipslocked



togethersharingapassionatekiss.

SeneoranherfingersonhisbackasRyanburiedhis

headonhershoulderblade.Hermoansgotlouder

andlouder,goshwhatwasthismandoingtoher.He

pulledheroffbedandheldheragainstthewall,her

legswrappedaroundhiswaistthenhebegun

fuckingher.Hisdickmassagedherwallssogood,

caressingherinsidespullinghertoedge,shecould

feelherorgasm nearing.Herpussynarrowedonhim,

grippinghim.Everytimeheslidout,herpussy

seemedtosuckhim backin.

Seneoclosedhereyesfeelingtheurgetorelease

pee.Ryanfuckedherharderandharderthenshelet

gowithascream shakingsohardasifshecould

justhaveaseizure.Ryangaveheracouplemore

thruststhenreleasedwithhernameonhistongue

andshothiswarm loaddeepinher.

.

.
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Ryanleanedoverandkissedherslowlytappingher

whilereleasinginher.Someoneknockedonthedoor.

Heslidoutandgaveherababykissthenbithis

lowerlipstaringather.

“Hey…”

Seneosmiledshylystaringathim overherfeeling

theemptinessofhisdickwhilehisseedsdripped

downtothebed.“Hi.”

Hekissedheragainthengotoffherandpickedhis

sweatpantsfrom thefloor,putthem onandwalked

tothedoorwhereheopenedandspokebrieflytothe

personwhom shecouldn’tseebutcouldjusthear

hervoice.Seneolookedatthetattooonhisshoulder

goingdownhisback.Ryanfinallyclosedthedoor

andwalkedbackintheroom facingher.Shelooked

athisdickinhispantsandsmiledcoveringherself



withwhiteduvet.Shelookedatthev-linegoingdown

andputherlegstogether.Helookedatherasif

therewasnothingbetterouttherewithasmilethat

hadgoosebumpseruptonherskin.

“Itwasthecateringlady.”

“Wherearewe?”

Hewalkedovertothebedandkissedheragain.“Far

from everyone.Iswitchedoffbothourphones.It’s

onlyus.”

Hepulledhercloserpushingtheduvetdownthen

squeezedherbreast.

“Whatifthepolicetrytocallmetodoafollowup

withthecase?”

“Wewilldealwithitwhenwereturnbutheis

sleepinginjailthisweekend.Heisstillgoingto

regretputtinghishandsonyou.”

Seneolookedinhiseyes,theassurancethere.He

movedcloserandkissedher,hissemiharddick

gettingevenharder.Seneoputherhandinsidehis

pantsandtouchthedick.Hegroanedagainsther



lipswhileshegentlymassagedhisdickfeelingall

it’sveins.Hetookherhandoffandtookoutthedick

thenputherlegsonhisshouldersandstretched

himselfingrunting.

***

Moitoiparkedhercaratalodgethensteppedout

answeringherringingphone.

“Shadi…”

“Hey,justsoyouknow,thebridalshowergroupis

lit.”

Moitoilaughedwalkingtothereceptionwhereshe

checkedinandwenttoherroom.

“Good.Ihopeyoudidn’tforgettoaddSeneo.”

“IaddedherbutsheisnotonlinethoughtIsenthera

text.”

“Iknow.Iam inGabsandIcan’tseem togetholdof

her.Ihaveevencheckedintoalodge.”



“Youshouldhavetoldheryouwerecoming.”

“Andruinthesurprise,pluskanaherboyfriendwas

meanttoproposeyesterday.”

“Really?”

Moitoismiled.“Yes,Iwantustohaveadouble

wedding.Itwouldbesoniceifwedo.”

“BathongIcan’tbelieveevenSeneoisgetting

marriedyetIhaveneverbeeninarealrelationship

thatactuallylastlong.”

“Yourrightfulmanwillcome.”

“Iam beginningtothinksomethingiswrongwithme

Moi.MaybeIam uglyIdon’tknowbutnoserious

guyhaseverapproachedme.KanathatguywaMr.

PriceIwastellingyouaboutapparentlyisengaged.”

“What?”

“Yes.Heisengagedandonlytoldmetwoweeks

laterthateneheisengaged,heonlywantstoenjoy

himselfbeforemarriage.”

“Ineverlikedthatfatdumplingeitherway.Just

focusonyoursuccess.Therestwillfollow.”



“Youareright.Thehouseisalmostfinishedand

soonIam buyingmyselfacar.”

“Yousee?”

“Iguessyouareright.Iam thinkingofmovingback

toGabs.”

“Idon’tthinkthat’sagoodidea.Iknowyouaresofar

from thecityinatinyvillagebutyouareinthe

governmentsectorwhereitreallypays.Looktoday

youarealmostdonebuildingyourthreebedshouse.

Thecityhasnothingtoofferbutstressandsalty

tears.”

ShadilaughedjustasMoitoi’sphonestartedringing.

“Shadiletmecallyouback.”

“Okfriend.”

Moitoihungupandansweredtheincomingcall

kickingoffhershoes.

“Hello?”

“Wareorekakoloileng?(Sowhenareyoubuyinga

car?)”



Moitoilaughed.“Idon’thavemoney.”

“Whatdoyoudoforaliving?”

“Iam ateacherataJuniorschool.”

“Orutaeng?(Whatdyouteach?)”

“Maths.”

“Soyouareactuallysmart?”

Shelaughedharder.“Mxm…”

“No,Ilikethat.Beautywithbrains.Sowhichcar

shouldIputasideforyou?Ivaluemycustomers.”

Shesmiled.“AwhiteLandRoverifyouhave.”

“Consideritdone.IheardthatMathsteachersare

stingyashell,howfartrueisthat?”

“Iam notstingy.ButIliveunderabudget.”

“IthinkyouandIcangetalong.Iam anaccountant.I

liveunderbudgetandmybudgetallowsmetotake

yououtforlunch.”

Shesoftenedhervoiceevenmore.“Iam engaged.”

“Youwanttobringhim along?Ididn’tbudgetforhim



buthecancometoo.”

Shechuckled.Youarefunny.”

Helaughed.“Stopmentioningpeoplewhoarenot

important.”

“Ija!!”

“So?Lunch?”

“Irespectmyfiancé.”

“Hashepaidbridepricealready?”

“No.”

“Good,Stopblockingyourblessings.Youarestillup

inthemarketMrs.CliffordMphati.”

Moitoiblushed.“Ngngrra.Bye.”

“So?Whereareyou?Iam comingtopickyouup.I

won’thaveyoudrivethattinythinginmypresence.”

Moitoiclosedhereyesasherstomachgrumbled.

Shecouldusesomefoodbut…shesighed,she

wasn’treallydoinganythingwrong.Shewasjust

goingforlunchandshewasgoingtopayforher

ownmeal.



“Iam engagedandIrespectmyfiancéenoughnotto

entertainothermen.ByeClifford.”

Shehungupandlookedatthephoneexpectinghim

tocallbackimmediatelyandtrytopursueher.

Minuteswentbybutitneverrang.Shelookedatit

foramomentslightlydisappointed.Shesighedthen

gotherhandbagandwalkedouttohercar.She

lookedatthephoneagainbuttherewasnothing.

Herconsciousremindedherwhyshehadrefused

theofferinthefirstplace,shewasengagedandshe

wasgoingtogetmarriedtotheloveofherlife.Her

manforthepreviousfiveyears.Hewasthereduring

herpain,helpedhergriefandheal.Shesmiled

gettingCliffordoutofherhead.Shewashappywith

herman.

Herphonerangthenshequicklypickedlaughing.

“AndhereIam thinkingyougaveup.”

“Huh?”

HerheartskippedhearingBenson’svoice.“Ithought

uhhyougaveupcallingme.”

Hechuckled.“Anyways,unfortunatelyIhavetostay



thissideforacouplemoredaysbabe.”

Moitisigheddisappointed.“IhaddriventoGaborone

thinkingIwouldwaitforyouthisside.”

“Iam sorrybabe.IwillmakeituptoyouIpromise.”

“It’sok.Iunderstand.”

“Youarethebest.Iloveyou.”

“Iloveyoutoo.”

“Bye.”

Hehungupthenshereversedanddrovetothe

nearestmallwhereshegotfoodandwentbackto

thelodge.Boredsheateherfoodstaringatthe

smallplasmaatthewall.

***

Shadirolledhereyeslookingatherman.Heturned

toherputtinghisphonedownthentriedkissingher.

Shemovedherhead.



“Whatexactlyisgoingon?”

‘With?”

“Withus.Iam tiredofassumingwhenIam playing

myself.IhavebeentryingtobepatientbutInow

looklikethefoolhere.”

“Youknewwhatwashappeningwhenwestarted.”

“Andyoupromisedyouwouldleaveherbuttilldate.

Nerraam Iwastingmytimewithyou?Am Iplaying

myself?”

“Comeonbabe,it’snotlikethat.”

“Howisitlikethen?Youaregettingmarried.”

“Iwaspushedintoacorner.Don’tworry.Iwillmake

itrightIpromise.Iloveyou.”

Shadisighed.“Iam givingyou3months.AfterthatI

am walkingaway.Ican’tkeepdoingthis.”

Hermankissedher.“Iloveyou.Justgivemetimeto

sorteverythingout.”

“Ok.”

Hegotbetweenherlegskissingher.



***

InGaborone,Katlosteppedoutofthebusatthebus

rankholdinghernewbornbabycoveredinasmall

blankie,ontheotherhandshehadthebagwithher

clothestogetherwithherbaby’sclothes.Shelooked

atthedarkcloudsknowingitwasabouttorainthen

walkedtothecombis.Thecombidriverhelpedherin

thefrontseatthenshesmiledhappilyholdingher

babyinherarms.Shecouldn’twaittoseehim and

fixthings.Thesessionsshewashavingwiththe

therapistwereprovingtobeefficient.

Shetookoutherphoneandcheckedhislastofseen,

itwasstillyesterday.Shewonderedifhewasstillat

workbutthenitwouldworkperfectlyforherifhe

was.Itwouldgiveherenoughtimetoprepare.A

whilelatershesteppedoutofthecombiasitbegun

drizzlingthenrushedtotheflats.Shetookouther

keyfrom herbagthenunlockedthedoorandwalked

inthecleanhouse.Shelookedaround,nothingwas

assheleftitbutitactuallylookedbetter.Herbaby

startedcrying,shesatdownandstartedfeedingher



lookingaroundfeelingathome.Shecouldn’twaitto

reclaim herman.

Shelookedatthebaby’scurlyhair,itwasgoingto

goawayastimewenton.Shesmiledthinkingofhis

reaction.Hewasprobablygoingtoberelieved

seeingher.Hewasobviouslystrugglingwithouther.

***

Tshegoheldanumbrellaoverherheadwhileit

rainedwalkingtoherhouseholdingabagofher

stock.Sheapproachedthegatethenwalkedin.

Gettinginherhouse,shequicklywalkedtohermini

fridgeandtookwater.Shedrankstraightfrom the

bottleseatingthentookherringingphone.

“Hello?”

“Hi,areyouTshegofatso?”

“YesIam,howcanIhelpyou?”

“Youcametomycompanyyesterday.Mr.Letsatsi.”



Herheartskipped.“Yessir,Idid.”

“Andyougotinterviewed,Iinterviewedyou.You

haveexactlywhatweneedinourteam.”

Shesmiledgettingup.“Ido?”

“Yes.Weneedyouandthejobisyoursifyouwant.”

“Isthisajoke?”

“No.Thejobisactuallyyours.Youdidbestthanthe

othercandidates.”

Tearsfilledhereyesasshegotemotional.“Ohmy

God!”

“Thequestionis,doyouwantthejob?”

Hertearsfell.“Iwantthejob.Ineedit.Ican’tbelieve

thisishappening.Lordthankyou.Ihavebeen

lookingforyears.OhmyGod…”

“Howbaddoyouwantit?”

“Iwantitwithallmyheart,mysoul.Ireallyneedthe

job.Iswear,youwon’tregrethiringme.Iam ahard

worker,Iam fastlearner.Iam averydependable

person.Youwon’tregretit,Iswear.Ipromiseyou,



youarenotmakingamistake.Youwon’tregretit.”

“Ok.Youhavetoproveyourselftome.”

“Ofcause.Iunderstand.Iam readytodoanything.”

“Good.Iam atAvanihotel.Comeandmeetmethere.

Wewilltakeitfrom there.”

“Sir?”

“IsaidIam atAvanihotel.Comeandwewilltalk

moreaboutithere.”

Sheslowlystoppedsmiling.“Aninterviewyou

mean?”

“Yes.Youwantthejobisn’tit?”

“Ido.”

“Youhavetoprovetomethatyoureallyneedit.

ImpressmeandIwillhireyou.”

“Impressyouhow?”

“Youareasmartgirl.AreyoucomingorshouldIhire

anotherperson?”
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LaterthatdayTsegowalkedfrom Avaniholdingher

contractinherhand.Tearsblurredhereyesasshe

lookedatthecontract,shestoodbythegateofthe

hotelandbrokedowncrying.Herheartgrewso

heavythatshewantedtojustthrowthecontract

awaybuthersituationwouldneverallowher.Acar

stoppedbesideherthenthedriverrolleddownthe

windowstaringather.

“Hey,areyouok?”

Tshegotookadeepbreathandpressedherlips

togetherconcealinghersobsthenwipedhertears.

“Areyouok?”

Shenoddedturningtothedriver.“Iam fine.”

“Areyousure?CanIgiveyoualifttowhereveryou

aregoing?”



“No!Iam fine.”

Shewalkedawayfixingherselfthengotacombi

home.Arrivingshelookedatthecontractagainthen

shecalledhersisterwiththelastairtimeshehad.

“Hello?”

“Moitoi,Igotajob.”

“Who’sthis?”

“Tshego.Igotajob.”

“Oh,goodforyou.”

“Howareyou?”

“Iam fine.”

“Seneo?”

“Whyareyousoconcernedabouther?”

Thephonebeepedtwiceindicatingthattheairtime

wasrunningout.“Iam justcheckingupon

everyone.”

“Weareallfine.Youdon’thavetocheckupon

anyone.”



“Congratulations,youaregettingmarri-“

Theairtimerunout,sheswallowedhardandlayon

herbedclosinghereyeswishingtojustforget

everythingthathadhappenedduringtheday.

***

MoitoilookedatherphonesurprisedTshegohad

evencalled.ShelookedattheTvagainwatchingbut

herphonestartedringing.Shelookedattheunsaved

numberwonderingwhoitwasthencuriously

answered.

“Hello?”

“Hi.YouarespeakingtoMosalla.”

“Ehmma,howcanIhelpyou?”

“Idon’tthinkyouknowme.Benson’sexwife.”

Moitoisatupright.“HowcanIhelpyou?”

“Iam notcallingtofightwithyou,thisisfriendly

advisethatyouaredatingamanwhore.Afriendly



advisetobecareful,hesayshehaschangedmmeI

justbumpedintohim hereinGoodHope.Iknow

aboutyou,Ihaveheardaboutou,haveseenyour

picturestoknowyouarenotthewomanIjustsaw

withhim secondsback.”

“Stoplying.”

“Ihavenoreasontolietoyou.Idon’thavekidswith

thismanandIhavenothingagainsthim.Iam happy

withmylifeandIlongmovedon.Iam sogladIam

free,Godknowshowmuchhemadethedivorceso

difficultsoIam happyIam free.Ijustwantyouto

becareful.Iam tellingyouthiswomantowoman.

Don’texpectmuchfrom him expectinfertilityand

him whoring.Didhetellyouheisinfertile?Imet

BensonwhenIwasstillyoung.Hewasmyonlylove

andwegotmarried.Twoyearsintoourmarriagewe

noticedsomethingwaswrong.Icouldn’tget

pregnant,wewenttothedoctorandtheyprovedhe

wastheproblem.Weweregoingtoadoptbuthe

didn’tbelievethedoctorandstartedcheating.That’s

whyIlefthim.Hewascheatingonme!Heis

cheatingonyouhoney.Thoseworktripsarenotreal.



That’swhathealwayssaidtometillIfoundhim

withhisPA.”

“Whatkindofawomanishewith?”

“Monyanawatengomaswenyana(Thegirlisalittle

ugly)justthatsheislightincomplexionwithhips

andass.Shehasbraids.”

“Ithinkyouarejusttryingtoruinhisrelationship.”

“Letmevideocallyouonwhatsapp.Theyareina

restaurant.”

MosallahungupthenMoitoiwaitedimpatiently.She

couldn’tunderstandwhyshewaslettingherselfbe

drivenbyherfiancésex.Sheimmediatelyaccepted

thecallassoonasMosallastartedcalling.Shetook

adeepbreathstaringatthebeautifulwoman,short

hairwithshades.Mosallatookoffhershades,

Moitoiswallowedfeelingintimatedbythebeauty.

“Hi…”

Moitoisighed.“Letmeseehim.”

“Ok.Iam gettingintherestaurant.”

Shewalkedinthenswitchedtobackcamera.



Moitoi’sheartskippedasshelookedatShadi

kissingherman.Mosallawalkedoutswitchingback

tofrontcamera.

“See?”

“That’smyfriend.”

“That’syourfriend?”

“Yes.”

“Wow!DoyouknowthatafterIcaughthim withhis

PA,Ithencaughthim withmysister.That’swhenI

finallyfiledfordivorcebecausewow!”

“Ican’tbelievethis.”

“Iam reallysorry.Ijustwantedtotellyou,toletyou

seewhatyouaregettingyourselfinto.”

TearsfilledMoitoi’seyes.“Ican’tbelievethis.”

“Areyoubusy?”

“No.Iwaswaitingforhim hereinGabswhenhetold

meheisnolongercoming.”

“Seemsheisgoingtobewithhertheentireweekend.

Whydon’tyoudrivehereandseeforyourself.”



“Youareright.”

“Goandconfrontthem.Andifyouneedsomeoneto

talkto,Iam here.Iam notabadperson.”

“Wheredidyougetmynumber?”

“Yourfacebook.”

“Thankyou.”

“Youarewelcome.”

Mosallahungup.MoitoiimmediatelycalledShadi.

“Heybabes!”

HearingShadi’svoiceseemedtobefuellingher

angerbutshetookadeepbreath.“Hey…youknowI

waswaitingforBensonhereinGabsbutheisno

longercoming.Iam goingtoseemyfather.”

“That’sgood.”

“Howisthebridalshowergoing?”

“It’sgoingwell.”

“Thankyousomuchforbeingmyfriend.”

“Youarewelcometsala.Iam reallyhappyforyou.”



“YouknowhowmuchIloveBensonright?”

“Iknow,butheisluckytohaveyou.”

“Yes.Anyways,bye.Loveyou!”

“Loveyoutoo.”

Moitpihungupthentookherthingsandcheckedout.

ShedrovetoBusRankandboughtalongshambok.

***

Atthecampsite,Ryandrovethelandcruiserwith

Seneoinfront.Shesmiledlookingathim.

“It’sreallybeautifulhere.”

Heturnedtoherwhilethewindblewherhaironher

face.“Youarebeautiful.”

Sheblushedsmilingthenlookedathersurroundings

thoughshecouldstillfeelhiseyesonher.Minutes

heparkedthecarandsteppedout.Seneoreached

forthebasketatthebackthathadtheirpicnicitems

theyhadbeenusingearlieronwhileheopenedthe



doorforher.Theywalkedinsidetheirwooden

constructedroom whichwasinlinewithothers.

Ryanwatchedherputeverythingdownbefore

turningtohim.Hecouldseethedoubtinhereyes,

thereluctancetoeverything.Maybeitwastheguilt

buthewasoverthat.Hedidn’tseem tofindanything

wronginchoosinghishappiness.

Hewalkedovertoherandtookherhandsintohis.

“Todaywasfun.”

Shesmiled.“Itwas.Thisplaceisbeautiful.”

Heleanedovertokissher,shelookeddown.“People

aregoingtohateme.”

Ryantiltedherchin.“Ithinktheywillhatemetoo.”

“Weshouldn’tbedoingthis.”

“Youarerightbuttellmeyoudon’tfeelwhatIfeel

foryou.”

Tearsfilledhereyes.“It’swrong.”

“Don’tyoufeelittoo?”

Atearrolleddownhercheek.Hewipeditoffwithhis



thumbthenpickedherupandplacedheronthebed

wherehesatbesideher.

“Iam notgoingtolietoyouandtellyouIdon’tfeel

guilty,attheendofthedayIam theguywhois

movingbetweencousinsandsisters.NotthatIam

excusingmyselfbutTshegoandIweretogetherfor

threeweeks.ThemomentIknewhercharacter,Igot

turnedoff.HonestlyIhadwantedherforalongtime

justthatshewasinarelationship,wemetthrougha

mutualfriend.SheknewIlikedhersoshewenta

brokeupwithherboyfriendtheweekshetoldme

shelikedmetoobutIbarelysawher.Thefollowing

weekthat’swhenourrelationshipstartedandthat’s

whenIsawRea.Thentheotherweek,webrokeup.

NotbecauseofReabutbecauseshehadbeenrude

tomysisterthinkingIwascheating.Ididn’teven

havesexwithher,shesaidshewasn’tready.Then

Reacame,Ilovedherwithallmybeing.Istilldo,she

maynotbeherebutIloveher.Shetaughtmealot,

shetaughtmepatience,shetaughtmekindness,

shewasalightinmylife.Idon’tthinkIwillever

meetanyonelikeherandthat’sperfectlynormal.



Thereisnoonelikemeoutthere,noonelikeyou,no

onelikeRea.TherecanonlybeoneSeneolikeyou.I

triedfightingthisbutIam notgoingtoanymore.

Thoughifyoudon’tfeelthesame,Iwon’tforceyou

tobewithme.”

“TheyaregoingtothinkI’vealwayswantedyou.”

“Theywillalwaysthinkandhavesomethingtosay.

It’sperfectlynormal.Butifyoucaresomuchabout

whatpeoplewillsayorthink,Icandriveyoubackto

yourhouserightnow.”

“Iam notgoingtodenywhat’sinmyheartbut

besidewhatpeoplewillsay,thisiswrong.Youknow

it.Webothknowit.”

“Ok,sowhatareyousaying?”

“Therecan’tbearelationship.Theguiltistoomuch.

Iwon’tbeabletoenjoytherelationshipbecauseI

willconstantlyfeelguilty.”

“Ok.ButIam goingtoenjoythisweekend.”He

leanedoverandkissedhergettingontopofher.



***

Almost2hourslater,inGoodHope,Moitoidrovein

Shado’sstreetstaringatthehousessearchingfor

herhousenumber.Shehadbeenheretwicenowand

shewassureshewasintherightstreet.Rightthere,

shestoppedhercarstaringatthehouseandparked

outsidethegate.Shesteppedoutofthecarand

walkedinsidethegateholdinghershambok.She

shookherheadpassingBenson’scarthenknocked

onthedoor.ShewaitedimpatientlytillShado

opened.Shado’ssmiledisappearedaspanicsetin

hereyes.

“Moi!”

“Thesedayssnakesdon’thissbuttheysaytsala,

theycallusfriendswhiletheyarebusybehindour

backs,don’tthey?”

ShaditriedclosingthedoorbutMoitoipushedit

walkinginthenraisedhershambokandgaveherthe

firstwhip.Theshambokwrappeditselfaroundher

hittinghersohardshescreamedslippingtothe

floor.
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Moitoiraisedthewhipandhitheroverandover.

“Kegoshapelamaaka!Maaka!(Iam beatingyoufor

lies!Lies!)”

Shaditriedcrawlingawaybutthepainwastoomuch

allshecoulddowasscream.

“Iam beatingyouforlies!”Whip.“Lies!”Whip.

“Backstabbing!”Whip.“Fakeness!”

“Sorry!”

“Lies!”Shewhippedherthenfinallystopped.“Where

ishe?”

“Iam goingtoreportyoutothepolice.Youaregoing

tojail.”

“Goandtryit,snake!Whereishe?”

“Heisnothere.”



“HeywenaIwillgiveyouroundtwo.You

underestimatemeOshadi.”Moitoiraisedherwhip.

“Heisinthebedroom.Inthebedroom!”

Moitoilockedthemaindoorandputthekeysinher

pocketthenwenttothebedroom.Shelooked

aroundthenopenedthewardrobe.Shesearchedthe

entireroom buthewasn’tthere.Shewentbackto

thesittingroom whereOshadiwascrying.

“Whereishe?”

“Heisinthebedroom.”

“Heisnotinthebedroom.”

“Hewasthere.”

“Isthereabackdoor?”

“Yes.”

Moitoichuckledtakingoutherphonefrom herback

pocketthendialedhisnumber.

“Heybabe…”

“Hey,whereareyou?”



“Itoldyou.Iam stillinKasane.Bytheway,Iforgotto

tellyou,OshadiborrowedmycarsoIhadmydriver

driveittoherhouse.”

Moitoilaughed.“Ok,yousoundstupidrightnow.

Whenwillshehaveaskedforyourcarandwhy

wouldyourdriverdriveitthere,youdon’tevenhavea

driver.Monnawamodimo,comeandgetyourcaror

ratheryet,comebackbecauseIam leavingyou.I

am notgoingtocontinuewiththisscam ofa

relationshipsojustcomeback,Shadihaswon,she

canhaveyou.“

“Whatareyoutalkingabout?”

“FiveyearsandthisiswhatIget?ThisiswhatIhave

beenwaitingfor?What’shurtingisthefactthatI

waited.Iwaspatientthinkingjustmaybe…what

hurtsisthefactthatIhavewastedmytime.Andyou

hadtodothiswithsomeoneIconsideredafriend.

Youmademeafool.”

“Babewhatareyoutalkingabout?”

“Youthinkyouaresmarthuh?Iam notgoingtoask

youanythingelseonthisissue.Youaredetermined



tolieeventhoughIcaughtyou.Haveanicelife

becauseIam leavingyou.”

“Babecomeon.”

“Boybye!”Moitoihungupthenblockedhisnumber

laughing.SheturnedtoShadi.

“Whendidyoustartsleepingwithhim?”

“Fewmonthsback.”

“Howdiditstart?”

“Hewas…wemetherewhenhewasonhisbusiness

tripthenwejustclicked.”

“Andyoudecidedtosleepwithhim knowinghewas

myman?Ithoughtwewerefriends.”

“Iam sorry.”

“Noyouarenot.YouarenotsorrybecauseifIdidn’t

catchyou,youwerejustgoingtogoonbehindmy

back.Iam disappointed.Ireallythoughtwewere

friendsbutyoudecidedthatIwasafoolandyou

weregoingtowatchmemakeafooloutofmyself.”

“Iam notleavinghim.Iam pregnant.”



“Howfar?”

“2months.Iam sorrybutIcan’tleavehim.Ilovehim

too.Hewillworkoutaplanforbothofus.”

“Youcanhavehim.Heisyours.Thereisno

competitionanymore.”Moitoitookoffherringand

putitonthetable.“Givethattohim whenyousee

him andtellhim nottocometomyhouse.The

engagementisoffandhim andIareover.Tellhim to

haveagoodlifeandShadi,Igiveyoumyblessings.”

ShadiquietlylookeddownasMoitoiwalkedoutwith

hershambok.Shethrewthekeysinsidethehouse

andgotinhercarthendroveofflaughing.Notthatit

wasfunnybutitwasunbelievable.Tearsfilledher

eyes,sheblinkedthem awaybuttheyrolleddown

hercheeksasshedrove.Sheslowlyparkedonthe

sideoftheroadandputherhandsonherfacecry-

laughing.

Shelookedatherphoneringing,hisothernumber

flashingonherscreen.Shehungupthenblocked

him again.Wasthiswhatshehadwaitedforfive

years.?FULLFIVEYEARS?Shechuckledcrying.



“Wow!”

Shestaredatherphoneforawhilethencalled

Mosalla.

“Hi…”

“Iwanttosaythankyoufortellingme.Whatever

reasonsyoumayhavedoneitfor,thankyoufor

tellingme.”

“Areyouok?Whereareyou?”

“Iam inGoodHopebutIam drivingbackhome.”

“Wheredoyoustay?”

Moitoi’svoiceshook.“Jwaneng.”

“Iam reallysorrybutit’slate.Idon’tthinkyoushould

driveinyourstate.IknowIam astrangerbutIam

partlythereasonyouarehere.”

Tearsrandownhercheekthenshetookadeep

breathspeakingwithafaintvoice.“No,youdidwell

tellingme.Ifyoudidn’t.Iwouldnothaveknownthat

heisseeingmyfriend.”

“Iam alsoinGoodHopeformyproject,Iam staying



atsomelodge.Tellwhereyouare,youcansleep

here.Youshouldn’tdriveinyourstate.”

***

AtMosalla’slodge,MoitoismiledasMosallastood

atthereception.Shewasevenmorebeautifulin

person.

“Hi,Mosa.”

“Moitoi.”

“HiMoi,comealong.Somewinewilldointhiscase.”

Moitoifollowedafterherthengotinherbigspacious

room withtwobeds.

“Bytheway,whatdidyousayafteryouconfronted

him?”

“Igotthereandfoundhisgirlfriend,hehadranout

throughthebacldoor.Icalledhim andheactedas

hewasnotthere.”

Mosalaughed.“Hehasn’tchanged,notasinglebit.”



“Hetoldmeyoucheatedonhim.”

“Ididn’t.HewasthecheatandIwantedadivorcebut

hewasdemandingeventhingshefoundmewith

includingmyfather’sbusiness.Itwasalongfight,I

hadtoinvolvelawyerssothatthebusiness

remains.”

“AllalongIthoughtyouweretheonemakingthings

difficult.Hemademebelieveyouwerethebad

woman.”

“Yes,whatcanhedo?Hehastoblameanother

personforhisfuckupsbutIam freenow.Iam

marriedandhappy.”

Shesighedsittingonthebedtryingtoholdhertears.

“Yeah…”

Mosasatbesideher.“It’soktocry.Youdon’tknow

meandIdon’tknowyoubutwecanrelatetothe

pain.Iam sorry,Ireallyam butbegladatleastthat

youarenotgoingtobemarriedtosuchaman

thoughwhateverdecisionyoutake,aslongitmakes

youhappyyoushouldbealright.Ihaveafeelingyou

andIwillbegreatfriends,Ihopemyfeelingscome



tolife.Needsomewine?”

“Please.”

Mosastoodupandpouredbothofthem somewine.

“Cheerstofuckups!”

Moitoilaughedthengulpeddownherwine.Mosalla

sadlylookedather,thehurtwasprettymuchvisible.

Poorthing.Shepulledherforahug.Moitoibroke

downcrying.Mosallatookadeepbreathfightingher

owntearsasMoitoi’scriestriggeredthepainshe

hadfacedyearsback.

***

ShadistoodupasBensonwalkedbackinsidethe

house.

“Shebeatme.”

“Whatdidyoutellher?”

“Thetruth,Shebeatme.”



“Howmuchofthetruthdidyoutellher?”

“Everything.Wearefreenow.Shesaidit’soverand

sheleftherring.”

Bensonlookedatthering.“Howcouldyoutellher?”

“Shewantedtoknow.”

“Iloveher,doyouknowwhatmayhappenafter

this?”

“Youmeanwhathasalreadyhappened?Sheleft

you.”

“ShadiIlovethatwomanandIwantanewstartwith

her.Whatwasbetweenuswasjustfun.Iwant

nothingseriouswithyou.Iam inlovewithherandI

am notleavingher.”

Shadistoodup.“Soyouwereusingme?”

“Ipaidforit.”

“BensonIloveyou.Iam pregnant.”

“Idon’twantachildwithyouandhowexactlyare

youpregnantwhenIcan’thavekids?”

“Youcan’tleaveme.”



“Howareyoupregnant?”

“Iam lying.Iloveyou.Pleasedon’tleaveme.”

“MoitoiiswhoIlove.Losemynumber.Youfailedto

doasimplething.Nxla!”

“FuckyouBenson!”

Shewatchedhim pickuphiscarkeysthenhe

walkedoutwhileablockofsomethingsatonher

throatmakingithardforhertoswallow,pain

overwhelmingher.

***

Earlymorningthefollowingday,Ryangentlyslidin

from behindwhileSeneoslept.Herwarmness

engulfedthetipofhisdickthenheslidinabitmore

ofhisdickinsideandslowlythrustwithonlya

quarterenjoyingthesweetsnugness.Moitoislightly

movedthenhepausedbeforecontinuing,slidingan

inchinwitheachthrust.Seneoslowlyopenedher

eyes,Ryankissedherandburiedhimselftothehilt.



“Hey…”

Shemoanedthenhepulledhercloserdrillingfrom

behind.Awhilelaterheslidoutleavingatrailofhis

cum behind.Heturnedheraroundandproperly

kissedher.

“Hey…”

Shesmiled,damnthiswomanwasbeautiful.He

kissedheragain.

“Howdidyousleep?”

“DidIsleep?”

“Sorry.”Hekissedherthenpulledhercloserholding

herinhisarms.

“Whattimearewegoingback?Ineedtogetthe

emergencypill.Iam notoncontraceptives.”

“Wewillgobackearlier.”

“Thankyou.”

Sheputherarm aroundhim calm inhisarms.She

couldn’tstopherselffrom smiling.Therewas

somethingaboutbeingtherewithhim thatkeptthat



smileonherface.Shedidn’twanttoleavethe

campsite.Ryankissedherforehead.

Shesighedassomeoneknockedonthedoor.Hegot

upandputonhispantsandwalkedtothedoor.He

walkedoutsideandcamebackminuteslaterwhile

themorningclearedup.

“Whowasit?”

“Thecaterer.”

“Ok.”

Hegotbackinbedpullinghercloser.Justthe

thoughtofnotbeingwithhim brokeherheartbut

sheknewtherecouldneverbearelationship.Noone

wouldacceptthem.

“Youknowyoudiealoneright?”

Sheraisedherheadandlookedathim.“What?”

“Youdiealone.Thepeoplewhotalkwon’tcarewhen

youdie.Butforyou,youwouldn’thavelivedyourlife

thewayyouwantedallbecauseofthesamepeople.

Youdogoodorbad,theywillalwaysfindsomething

tosay.What’sbetweenusisspecial.Idon’tknow



butasmuchasitiswrong,itisright.Pleasegiveus

achance.Iam beggingyou.Don’tbreakmyheart,

please…”

Sheblinked.“Iam sorry.Ican’t.Thiscan’tgoon.I

am sorry.”

“Can’twedowhatyourheartwantsyoutodo?”

“Ican’t.”

“Can’tyouthinkaboutitbabe?”Helookedinher

eyesbegging.“Idon’twanttowalkawayfrom this.I

haveneverfeltlikethisinalongtime.I…whatIfeel

foryouisstrongerthananything.Iknowyoufeelit

too.Pleasedon’tshutusdownbeforegivingusa

chance.Atleastgiveusachance.Idon’twanttolive

withregretsandwhatifs.Don’tletthatbeus.We

alsodeservetobehappy.Pleasebabe…”

.
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“Wecan’t.Iam sorry.Ican’t.”

Ryanlookedathersadly.“Can’tyouthinkaboutit?”

“No.Iam notgoingtothinkaboutit,Ialreadyknow

howwrongitis.”

“Ok.Iam notgoingtoforceyoutodoanythingyou

don’twantto.”

“Iam reallysorry,Iwon’tbeabletolivewiththe

guilty.Itwillbetoomuch.”

“CanIkissyou?”

Shesmiled.“Ok,butafterthis,wearegoingtomove

onlikeitneverhappened.”

“Gotit!”

Hekissedherpeelingtheduvetfrom herbody.



***

Moitoifinisheddressingupthengotherbagstaring

atMoasalla.

“Thankyouonceagain.”

Mosallasmiled.“Youarewelcome.”

Moitoiwalkedtohercar,jumpedinanddroveoff.

Sheopenedthedashboardandtookouthershades

tohideherswolleneyesthenplayedasongstepping

ontheaccelerator.ShesangalongtoKatyPerrythis

ishowwedoashercarmovedforward.Herphone

rangcuttinghersong.Sheanswered.

“Hello?”

“Ok.Irespectyourrelationship.Let’sbefriends

then.”

Moitoismiledlisteningtohisvoice.“Guesswhat?I

am nolongerengaged.ButIcan’t.Iam goingback

tomyhouseinJwanengMr.CliffordMphati.”

“IworkatthemineinJwaneng.Thisisfrom God,I

can’tevendenyit.”



“Stoplying.”

“Iam notlying.Iam actuallyserious.Iworkin

Jwanengatthemine.Iwasgoingtogotodaylater

onbutIam drivingbacktherenow.Sodinner?Or

lunchMrs.CliffordMphati?”

Moitoilaughingrollinghereyes.“No.Butthankyou.”

“Mrs.Cliffweh?”

“Rra?”

“Lunch.Today.IhavethisplaceIknow,mysecret

place.Iam takingyouthere.Don’tworryIam willing

totakeitslow.Iunderstandyourheartbreak.”

“Youdo?”

“YeahbutIwilltellyouallthatoverlunch.”

“Iam notlookingforanything,Ijustwanttobe

friends.”

“IknowMrs.Cliff.Trustme…”

Moitoishookherheadchucklingthenhungup.She

raisedthevolumeofhersongsingingevenlouder.



***

Mosalla’sphonerangasshecheckedout.Shetook

outherphoneandansweredwithasmile.

“Bennyboy!”

“Youdidthisdidn’tyou?”

“Didwhat?Ohhyoumeantellher?YesIdid.She

deservedtoknow,poorthing.”

“Youaregoingtoregretit.”

“WatchhowyoutalktomeBenson,don’tforgetwho

myfatherisnow.Andyouknowwhat?Ithought

tellingherwouldonlygivememuchjoytoseeyour

comfortzoneleaveyouandwatchyoucrushbut

ratherIthinkIfoundafriendinher.Sheisniceand

funny,sheissmartandintelligentandnowIwonder

whatshewaslacking.Sheisunlikeme,whatdidshe

lack?AslongasIam herfriend,youarenevergoing

togetherback.Pieceofshit!”

Mosallahungupandblockedhim.Shewalkedtoher

carwithasmile.



***

Tshegotookoutherformaldressandputitonthe

bedtogetherwiththematchingshoes.Shesmiled

thenironeditnicely.Herconsciousremindedherof

howshehadgottenthejobbutsheclosedhereyes

cuttingthosethoughtsaway.Howshegotthejob

didn’tmeananythinganymore,allthatmatteredwas

thefactthatshegotthejob.

Herphonerang,shesmiledanswering.

“Papa…”

“Ijustsawyourmessage.Iam happyforyou.”

Tshegosmiled.“Thankyou.”

“Iam proudofyou.Finallyyoucandoeverythingyou

haveeverwanted.Iam proudofyou,youshould

visit.”

“MmagweJuniordoesn’tlikeme.Idon’twantto

makeheruncomfortable.”



“Youaremydaughterandsheknewthatbeforeshe

marriedme.Youwillalwaysbemydaughter.Come

home,visit.IwillmakesureIam therethroughout

thedayandnight.”

Tshegosmiledtearfully.“Iwillcome.”

“Congratulationsdaughter.”

“Thankyou.”

Hehungup,shelookedatherphonewithahuge

smile.

***

Laterthatday,KatlowalkedaroundBenson’shouse

wonderingwherehewaswhileitrainedheavily

outside.Shehadsleptaloneandshehadmade

severalphonecallsbuttherewasnothing.She

slowlysatdownfeelingfrustared.Shetriedhis

numberagain.

“Thisisafreeannouncementfrom-“



Shehungupthensatdown,tearsfillinghereyes.

Wasshetoolate?Shelookedattheringonher

finger,shehaddonesomuchtojustgetit,she

couldn’tjustloseitallnow.Notaftereverythingshe

haddone,allherefforts.Herphonerangagain,she

quicklypicked.

“Hello?”

“It’sKabo.Ismybrotherback?”

“No.Notyet.”

“Ok.”

“Doyouknowwhereheis?”

“No.”

“KaboIknowyouhatemeand-“

“Imorethanjusthateyouandcomenextmonth,my

brotherwon’thavetodealwithyou.”

Sheswallowedhard.“Kabocanyoupleasetellme

whereheis.Idon’tblameyouforhatingme.Trust

me,youhaveeveryrightto.”

“Idon’tknowwhereheis.”



Hehungup,Katlostaredatherphoneabouttodial

Ryanagainbutherphoneranginstead.Shelooked

athersister’scallthenfinallyanswered.

“Abbywhatdoyouwant?”

“Soyouleftwithanewbornbaby?”

“Ilefttomyhouse.”

“Outofeverythingyoudo,yousawitfittotakethat

onedayoldbabywithyou?Youheardwhatthe

doctorsaiddidn’tyou?Areyouthatdesperate?”

“Iam gettingtiredofyou.”

“GettiredallyouwantKatlobutIam goingtotell

Ryanthetruth.Youarejustgoingfarnow.Iam

goingtotellhim everythingandluckilyenoughI

recordedyouthatnight.Letmebehonestwithyou,I

alreadysentthevideotohim,themomenthe

switchesonhisphone,heisgoingtoseethatvideo.”

“YouareasnakeAbby!”

“Yes,callmeallsortsofnamesbutIwillnotletyou

dowhatyouhavebeendoingtohim.Thatman

deservesbetter.”



“Andthebetterisyou?”

“No.Idon’tevenwanthim andIdoubthewants

anyonefrom ourfamily.Butheisgoingtoknow

everythingyoudid.Ihopeyouarereadytofacethe

musicandlieonthebedyoumade.Youwentto

Americatogetamedicinedegreebutwhatdidyou

do?Youshamedusandtodayyouwanttocontinue

shamingthisfamily?Thinkagain.”

AbbyhungupwhileKatlo’sheartpounded.Shehad

saidalotthatnight,shedidn’tevenremembersome

ofthethingsshehadsaid.

***

RyanparkedhiscarinfrontofSeneo’shousethen

smiledather.Sheblushedsmilingback.

“Sharpakere?”

Shenodded,Ryanhuggedherkissingherneck

inhalingherscent.Theyheldeachotherforminutes,

neitherofthem willingtoletgo.Heslowlyletgo



thenlookedinhereyes.

“Bye.”

Shenodded.“Thankyoufortheweekend.”

Shesteppedoutofthecarandrushedtoherdoor,

unlockedandgotin.Sheturnedandwavedathim.

Hewavedbackthenreversedanddroveoff.Seneo

stoodbyherdoorstaringathiscardriveoffinthe

rain.Atearrandownhercheek,shewipeditoffand

walkedinsideherhousethenconnectedherphone

tothechargerswitchingiton.Alotofnotifications

reported,shelookedathermessagesthencame

acrossMoitoi’sandquicklycalledback.

“Seneo…”

“Hey,Iam sorry.Areyoustillaround?”

“No.Iwentback.”

“Iam sosorry.”

“It’sok,wherewereyou?”

“I…afriendofminetookmetoacampsite.”

“Oh…kanaIheardyouleftinaMercedes.”



Seneolaughed.“Yah…Kgotsoproposed.Isaidno.I

wasn’tready.Helostit,strangledmeandtried

beatingme.Ireportedhim tothepolice.Hemust

stillbeinjail.”

“What?”

“Yeah…”

“Wow!Ican’tbelievethis.Hetrulymadeeveryone

believehewasgood.”

Seneosighed.“Iam notdroppingthecharges.Heis

goingtofacethemusic.”

“Isupport.Bytheway,Iam nolongerengaged.”

“Why?”

“ShadihasbeensleepingwithBenson.”

“Oshadi?”

“Yes.Istillcan’tbelieveit.”

“Whatawow!”

Moitoilaughed.“Whatabigwow.”

“Whotoldyou?”



“Believeitornot,hisexwife.Sheisreallynice.”

“Shetoldyouforwhat?”

“ShesaidshewantedmetoknowwhatIam getting

myselfinto.”

“Sheprobablyhadherownagendaandthatwasto

hurtherexandshehasdoneit.”

“Idon’tcare.Iam gladIknow.”

“Iam sorry.Iknowhowexcitedyouwere.”

“Whenit’smeanttobe,itwillbeeffortless.You

won’thavetotrysohardforthelovetobethere.

Naturallyitwillbethere.Ishouldhaveknownitwas

nevermeanttobewhenIfoundmyselfconvincing

myselfthatIlovedhim.Ilovedhim atfirstbutthe

loveslowlyfadedashisdivorcedragged.”

“Areyouokthough?”

“Yes.Iam fine.”

“Whatwouldyoudoifyouwereinlovewith

someoneyouknowyoushouldn’tbeinlovewith?”

Moitoipaused.“Iwouldfollowmyheart.”



“Whatifit’swrong?”

“Dependsonwhothepersonisbutsometimesyou

justgottodowhatmakesyouhappy.Youareliving

yourlifealone,thebestwayistoenjoyittothe

fullest.Whoareyouinlovewith?”

“Notme,Lea.”

“YourhappinessshouldalwayscomefirstbutIam

notsayinggoanddatepeople’shusband’sorbreak

thesistercodeorsomething.Butsometimes,you

justgottolookforyourhappiness.”

Theybothlaughed.

“Ok,thanks,Iwilltellher.”

“Ohhey,bytheway,whichcardoesRyandrive?”

“AhhIdon’tknow.WhenIsawhim hewasinabalck

MercedesthatlookslikeaBMW,Iam notsure

anymore.Ihaven’tseenhim sincebuthissister

attendsKgotso’schurch.”

“Ok,bye!”

“Bye.”



ShehungupandcalledLea.

“Neo,wherewereyou?”

“Thankyousomuch.ImagineifIdidn’treadyour

messagesthenMoitoicalledandaskedabout

Ryan’scar.”

Lealaughed.“Italmostslipped.Soyouandhim?”

“No.Ican’t.”

“Butyoulovehim.Don’tyouthinkyoushoulddo

whatmakesyouhappy?IfReadidn’tapprove,she

wouldhavelonghauntedyou.”

“Youdon’tunderstand.”

“Ido.Youaregoingtolosehim,andyouwillliveto

regretitforever.Butdoyou.”

Seneosighedlisteningtoherfriendtalk.

***

AtRyan’shouse,hewalkedinsidehishouseand



pausedstaringatKatloonthecouchholdingababy.

Sheraisedherheadandlookedathim.Herheart

skippedthenshesmiledwonderingwhatwasgoing

oninhishead.

“Hi.Itriedcallingyoubut-“

“Myphoneisoff.Isthatmydaughter?”

“Yes.”

Hesmileddroppingthecarkeysonthetable.“Let

mechangeintosomethingdry.”

Hequicklywalkedaway,atlolookedatherbaby,the

curlyhairwasnowshorter.Ryanwalkedbackinthe

sittingroom minuteslaterindryclothes.

“Whendidyougvebirth?”

“OnFriday.”

“Whodidyoucomewith?”

“Abus.”

“Youcamewithmydaughterinabus?Whydidn’t

youjust…”Hesighed.“Letmeseeher.”

Sheslowlyhandedherover.Ryanuncoveredher



facethenpausedandlookedbackatKatlobefore

lookingbackatthebabyagain.

.

.
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Ryanhandedthebabybackthensatdownstaringat

her.

“Ihavebeenpatientwithyouforsolong.Youknow

thatright?ItookinmostofyourshitbecauseIreally

thoughtIwasresponsible.IfIhadbeenthemanyou

neededmaybealotwouldhavebeenavoidedbut

theproblem isnotmeisit?Iam notgoingtoletyou

turnmeintosomeoneIam notKatlosopleasetake

thisbabytoherfather.It’snotme.Iam notwhite,

notevencolored.It’slate,tomorrowearlymorningI

wantyoutoleave.Iwillmeetyouincourt.”

“Ryan-“

“Idon’twanttohearanything.YouandIaredone.

Thiswasthelaststrike.”

TearsfilledKatlo’seyes.“Thisisyourbaby.”

Ryanstoodupandwalkedtohisbedroom leaving



hersittingonthecouch.Katlolookedatherbaby

whileshebeguncrying.Sheputherdownandwent

afterRyan.

“Ryanyoucan’tdenyyourdaughter.”

“Youarecrazy,thatchildisnotmine.Kantehow

muchofafooldoyouthinkIam?Youaresoon

goingtoannoyme.”

“Thatbabyisyours.”

“Getoutofmybedroom.”

Heputhisphoneonthechargerandswitchediton.

Katlo’sheartpoundedashisphonecametolife.Se

walkedoutofthebedroom andlookedather

daughtermomentarily.Unsureofwhattodoshe

wentbacktothebedroom buthewasalreadyonhis

whatsapp.Shequicklyputonhershoesthenpicked

herbagandwalkedoutwhilehetappedhis

messages.Shelookedathercryingbabythen

walkedout,shepausedbythedoorthenwentback

insidethehouseandpickedherbaby,tearsinher

eyes.Shesatdownandwaited.



***

Inthebedroom RyanopenedAbby’svideothen

playedit.

“IlovedRyansincethefirstdayImethim butIguess

heneverlovedme.HelovedthatlittlegirlandIdidn’t

understandwhy.IletitgobecauseIacceptedthe

factthatwecouldneverbetillshepassedon.He

washurtandIwasthereforhim.Herdeath

destroyedhim beyondrepairandallIwantedtodo

wasfixhim buthenowviewedmeasarealfriend,

asasister.IfektIhadnochoicebuttodrughim.”

“Soyousleptwithhim whilehewasdrugged?”Abby

askedwhilethecamerawasstillonKatlo.Katlo

nodded.

“Yes.IfellpregnantandImadehim believewehad

gottenmarried.Whenmyhealthstarteddeteriorating

thetimeIwaspregnant,Iemotionallyblackmailed

him intomarryingmeproperlyonthebeliefthatI

wasgoingtodieandmyfamilywouldtakemyson.

Weweregoingtodissolvethemarriageafterthe



birthofObrienbutthenObrienwas…hewasborn

deafandIjust…Idon’twantadeafchild.Ryanwas

thereformebecausehebelievedmycondition

wouldgetbetterbuteverytimeIwouldsetmyeyes

onObrien,Ifeltthisanger.OnetimeIsuffocatedhim

tillhestoppedmoving,Ithoughthediedbutthenhe

wokeup.Ioncegavehim ratpoisonbuthejust

wouldn’tdie.”

“Butyoustillhatehim.”

“Iwanthim tobenormal.”

“Didyoueverdissolvethemarriageafterthat?”

“No.Hesaidhewouldgiveusarealchancetobea

properfamilybutObrienhasbeenkeepingthatfrom

happening,Iwishhecanjustdie.”

“Heisyourson.”

“Idon’twanthim.Hopefullythisbabyisnormal.”

“Andifsheisnot?”

“Iam goingtokillher,Iwon’tletherlive.ButImade

him withRyan'sfriend,hedoesn’thavehistoryof

disabilityinhisfamily.Ryan’sgrandmotherwasdeaf,



Iguessit’shereditary.”

“YoumeanthatbabyisnotRyan’s?”

“No.”

“Won’thenotice.”

“Hewon’t.Thisbabyishis.”

Thevideostopped.Ryansatstilltryingtodigest

whathehadjustseen.Katlowalkedinholdingher

baby.

“Itwasbeforetherapy.IsaidallthatthefirstdayI

arrivedhome.ItwasbeforeIstartedseekinghelp.”

“Youtriedtokillmyson?”

“IwasnotwellRyan.Youknowthat.”

“Youtriedkillingmyson?”

Tearsrandownhercheeks.“Iam sorry,Iam sorry.I

wasn’twell.”

“That’sRodney’sdaughter?”

“Iam sorry.”

Ryanputhishandsoverhisfacewithtotaldisbelief



andanger.Helookedatherfightingtheurgeto

stranglehertillshecouldn’tbreatheanymore.

“Youcouldhavekilledmyson.”

“Iam sorry.Iam reallysorry.Ihadn’treceivedhelp

yet,Iam gettinghelpbaby.”

“Iwantyououtofmyhousenow!”

“WhereshouldIgowithababy?”

Heglaredathermakingherheartskip.“Idon’tcare

whereyouaregoing.Iwantyououtofmyhouse.”

Katloquicklyturnedandwalkedoutwithherbag.

Ryansatdown.

“Fuck!”

Hisphonerang.

“Hello?”

“Hi,it’sAbby.Iam reallysorry.”

“It’sok.Thankyou.”

“Youarewelcome.Ifyouneedanything,youcan

alwayscallme.”



“Idon’tneedanythingbutthanks.Bye.”

Hehungupandsighed.

***

AtBusRank,Katlogotinthebusandsatdown.She

lookedatherbabyandpressedherlipstogether

fightingnottocry.Herphonerangthenshepicked.

“Mama…Abby…”

“Katloyouneedtocomebackhome,thatchildistoo

young.”

“Iam coming.AbbysentRragweObavideoshetook

ofmetodestroymymarriage.”

“AbbyshowedRragweObthepersonyouare.My

childifyoudon’tchange,youaregoingtogo

downhillquickly.Youneedtotakeresponsibilityof

youractions,youarenotthevictim hereandIam

notgoingtotreatyoulikeone.Youhavelostrragwe

Obbecauseofyourliesandbehavior.Eitherway,he

wasneveryours.Youliedyourwayintohislife,



abusedandmanipulatedhim.Youdidn’tappreciate

him andhehashadenough.Abbydidn’tdoanything.

Youdidallthatyourself.Comebackhomewithmy

grandchild.”

Hermotherhungup.Katloputherphonedownand

silentlycriedwhilethebusbegunmoving.

***

Thefollowingmorning,Tshegowalkedinsidethe

premisesinherformaldressandheelsholdingher

handbag.Thedoorsslidopenforherthenshe

walkedtothereceptionistwhowasdressedsmartly.

“Morningmam,howareyou?”

Tshegotookadeepbreath.“Hi,mynameis

Tshegofatso-“

“Ohh,Mrs.Modisane,HR?”

“Yes.”

Shestoodupwhileanotherladywalkedoverandsat



down.

“Rere,Iam goingtotakehertoheroffice.”

“Ok.”

Thereceptionistwalkedwithher.“Bythewaymy

nameisSanta.”

“Nicemeetingyou.”

TheywenttothesecondfloorthenSantaopened

herdoorforher.“There.”

“Thankyou.”

“Youarewelcome.Iwon’tlie,Iexpectedsomeonea

bitolder.Welcome,Iwishnothingbutthebestfor

you.”

“Thankyou.”

Tshegowalkedinhervastofficeandsmiled.Who

everknew?Sheputherbagdownandsatdownin

frontoffilesonthetablewithahugesmile.This

wasit.Shepulledthefoldsinherofficeandlooked

downattheparkinglotthenlaughedtwirlingonher

chair.



“MoneyhereIcome!”

“Iseeyouaresettlingwell.”

Tshegoquicklyturnedherchairembarrassedthen

lookedatthemanwhohadjustwalkedin.

“Morning.”

“Hi,Iam heretoputyoutheloop.Mynameis

Onkabetse.”

“Tshegofatso.”

“Wow!Youareyoung.”

Tshegosmiledthenmotionedhesits.“Shouldwe

gettoit?”

“Ofcause.”

***

Kgotsowalkedoutofthepolicestationwithhis

father.

“Ican’tbelievethisgirl.”



“IfIdidn’tharassher,allthiswouldn’thave

happened.”

“Aftereverythingyoudidforher.”

Kgotsogotinhisfather’scarwithhisfather.

“Sheneveraskedmetodoitforher.Itoldyouthe

relationshiphadn’tgottentothelevelofherwanting

togetmarried.”

“Youneedtogetmarried,peoplearebeginningto

questionalotofthings.”

“Idon’twanttogetmarried.Canyougivemetime?”

“Timeforwhat?Youareapastor.”

“Ineverwantedtobecomeapastor.Idon’twantto

becomeone.”

“Iwillnotletyouembarassme.”

“Youcan’tturnmeintosomeoneIam not.Iam tired

ofhiding.”

Hisfatherangrilyhitthesteeringwheel.“YOUARE

NOTGOINGTOEMBARRASSME!”

Kgitsoswallowed.“Ican’tpretendanymore.Iam in



lovewithsomeoneandhelovesmetoo.Iam not

goingtokeeptakinghim forgranted.Iam choosing

myhappiness.Ican’tbeyou,Icanonlybeme.”

“Iam goingtodisownyou,Cutyouofffrom my

company.”

“It’sok.”

Hisfatherstoppedthecar.“Getoutofmycar!”

Kgotsonoddedthensteppedoutofthecar.His

fatherspedoff,hetookouthisphoneandcalled

Seneo.

“Whatdoyouwant?”

“Iwanttoapologise.Idon’tbelieveinlayinghands

onanyone.Iam notevenvilentbutIhaveturnedinto

thiskindofpersonbecauseofwhatpeopleexpect

metobe.Thankyoufordecliningthatproposal,Itoo

don’twanttogetmarried.Iam gay.”

“OhmyGOD!”

“Yeah.”

“Isthatwhyyounevertriedanything?”



“Prettymuch.”

“Doyourparentsknow?”

‘Theydo.TheydidallsortofthingssoIcanbecome

normalandwhenitdidn’tworktheydecidedtomake

meapastor.Iam tiredoflivingalie.”

“Wow!”

“Butthisdoesn’tjustifywhatIdid.Iwilltake

responsibilityofmyactions.”

“Umm ok.Bye.”

“Bye.”

Shehungupthenhecalledhisloverwalkingdown

theroad.

***

Moitoiwalkedinclassinherheelsandputthetest

papersonthetablewithastickontop.

“Goodmorning.”



“MorningTeacher!”

Oneofthebackbencherssmiled.“Ahhmam you

lookbeautiful.”

Moitoichuckled.‘ThanksmmeofeitseJuniorebileI

am goingtobeatyou.Youguysfailedbutyoutold

meyouunderstood.”

“Ahhmam!”

“Yes.Iam goingtobeatyoutoday.”

“Ahhmam sorry.”

“Youguysfailed.Anyonewithlessthan60%isinfor

it.”

“Butmam…itwashard.”

“Therewasnothinghardaboutthistest.Youguys

werenotrevising.TodayIam beatingpeople.IfIcall

yourname,comeandcollectyourpaperandwhat

belongstoyou.”

Astudentknockedonthedoorholdingabouqetof

flowers,eachrosewrappedwithanoteofP200.The

studentwalkedinandhandedtheflowerstoher

togetherwithanote.Herclassstaredwithcuriosity,



sheopenedthenote.

MorningMrs.CliffMphati,lunchwasamazing

yesterday.Ican’twaitfornexttime.

Love,MrCliffMphati.

Moitoiblushedwhileherclassgiggled.

“MAM!”

“Mxm,youaremakingnoise.”

“Bathongmam wajola.”

Shelaughed.“Iam coming.Ishouldfindyouquiet.”

Shewalkedoutwithherflowersandwentwithtem

tohercarwheresheoutthem insidebeforegoing

backtoherclassunabletotakehersmileoffher

face.

***

Seneofinishedherroundswiththedoctorthentook

outherphoneansweringKabo’scall.



“Hello?”

“Hi.Howareyou?”

“Iam fine.”

“Iwaswonderingifwecangooutfordinner?”

Seneosmiled.“UunfortunatelyIcan’t.Butthankyou

fortheoffer.Bye!”

ShehungupshakingherheadthenLeawalkedover

toher.

“Youareglowing!”

Seneolaughed.“Leavemealone.”

“Hehititright.Theforbiddenfruitisalwaysalways

thesweetestkana.”

“Eish,kanaguyknowshisshit!”

“Hesuredoes.Andtheyaregoingtotakehim while

youarebusydenyingyourselfagoodman.Wedon’t

know!”

AYEARLATER

.
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Tshegosatinherofficewithaworkerandsighed.

“Thisisyourterminationletter.Youknowyougota

lotofwrittenwarningsbefore,atthestagethereis

nothinganyonecando.”

“IunderstandbutIhaveasituation.”

“Everyonehasasituationbutyouneedtoprioritize.

Thisisbusiness.Ihavetogoforlunch.”

Theemployeestoodupandwalkedoutwhileshe

packedherthingsthengotherhandbagandwalked

out.Shepassedbythereception.

“Santa,Iam goingforlunch.”

Santalookedather.“Eish,TshegommaIam so

broke,buyforme.”

Tshegolaughed.“Ok,howisyourson?”



“Good.Heisgoingforstandardone,heissocute.If

onlyhisfathercouldseehim.”

“Don’tworry.Youaredoingagoodjob.Letmeget

uslunch.”

“YesBoss!”

TshegolaughedwalkingouttoherMazdaC5and

gotin.Shedrovetoherfavoriterestaurantthen

steppedoutpullingdownherdressdownwhilethe

windblewherbobcurlyweave.

“Hi,Iwantaplateoffriedriceandbeefstewwith

Coreslowandthentwotacoswithsaladstuffing.”

“Ok.ThatisP45.”

“Ok.Canyouaddtwoorangejuices.Takeaway

please.”

“Ok.”

Minuteslatershewalkedouttoherandgotinher

carasherphonebegunringing.Shesmiledthen

answered.

“Moi…”



“Hey,Isawyourmessage.”

“Iwaswonderingifyouwanttheplotorwecanjust

sellitanddividethemoney.”

“Orwecanrenovatethehouseandputitupforrent

thendevidethemoneymonthly.”

“Ok,that’sagoodidea.”

“Yes.”

“Iboughtaplot.IthinkIam goingtostartbuilding

soon.”

“Eish,Idon’tknowaboutme.Ifeellikemylifeis

stagnant.Seneodestroyedherparent’shousethen

builtamuchbiggerandbetterhousefrom scratch,I

passedbyweeksbackandit’ssobeautiful.”

“Youshouldn’tcompareyoursuccesstoother

people’ssuccesses.Youwillonlybedepressedif

youdothat.Iusedtodothat.Don’tforgetthat

Seneohadatrustfundandshejustusedthat

money.”

“Youareright.”

“See?Don’tcompareyourselftootherpeople.Do



yourownthingsatyourownpace.Imean,myage

matesaremarriedandtheyhavekidsbutlookat

me.”

Moitoichuckled.“Itwillbealright.”

“ItwillbecauseIam movingatmyownpace.Bythe

way,Iwasthinkingwethrowpapaabirthdayparty.”

“Thatwillbeagoodidea.IwilltalktoSeneo.”

“Ok.”

MoitoihungupthenTshegostartedhercarand

reversedthendrovebacktowork.Shewalkedin

holdingthelunchthenpassedamanstandingatthe

reception.Shestoppedandturnedtohim.

“Goodafternoon,howcanIhelpyou?”

“Whereisthereceptionist?”

“Ithinksheissomewherecloseby.”

“Howisshesomewhereclosebynotonherwork

station?Howdoyouexpectthebusinesstosail

properlywhenthereceptionistisnotthere?Sheis

thefaceofthecompany,sheshouldbeheretending

tocustomers.Whyarepeopleherewhentheydon’t’



knowwhattheyarehereforunlessthisisa

tuckshop?”

Tshegotookadeepbreaththenwentroundthedesk

andputthefooddown.

“Iapologizeforthis,itwillneverhappenagain.How

canwehelpyoutoday?”

ThemanlookedatTshegoandsighed.“Whoisin

yourworkstationwhenyouareheredoingsomeone

elses’sjob?”

Tshegosmiled.“Iam onmylunchbreak,myofficeis

currentlyclosedsohowcanhelpyou?”

Themanshookhisheadandwalkedout.Tshego

sighedrollinghereyes.Thedoorsopenedasshe

pickedherfoodthenMrs.Letsatsiwalkedin.She

walkedpasthernotevengreetinggoingiuptoher

husband’soffice.JustthenSantawalkedoverand

laughed.

“It’sabouttogodown.Mr.Letsatsiissleepingwith

thatgirl24/7.Todaysomeoneisgettingabeating.”

“Whycan’tshedealwithherhusbandsinceheisthe



onewhoisalwayscheating?Idon’tunderstand

somethings,dealwiththeproblem.Igotyourice

andchickenwithajuice.”

“Thanksbabe,Iam goingtoseathereandwait

patently.”

Tshegoshookherheadandwalkedtoheroffice.

***

MmagweJuniorlaidherchildtorestthenwalked

outoftheroom gingtoherbedroom.Shesatdown

andtookherphonethencalledSeneo.

“Hello?”

“Neo,didyoucheck?”

“Yes.Iboughtit,Iwillsendit.”

“Thankyousomuchnana.”

“HowisTimothy?”

“Heisfine,whenareyoucomingtoseehim again.



Youbarelyvisit,thesedaysit’sevenworse.”

Seneolaughed.“YouknowIhavebeenbusy.”

“Iknowbutyoushouldmaketimeforfamily

sometimes.”

“Yah,Iwillcome.”

“Weshouldn’tbehavingthisconversation,I

shouldn’tbebeggingyoutovisit.”

“Iam sorry,Iwillcorrectmyself.”

“Good.”

ShehungupthenmmagweJuniorlaiddownclosing

hereyesasexhaustiontookoverherbody.Havinga

babyatheragewasnojoke.Obonoloopenedthe

bedroom doorandwalkedinholdingthemilk.

“Igotit.”

Sheopenedhereyesadsatupright.“Thankyou.”

“Bytheway,Iwantedtotalktoyouaboutsomething.

Cathycontactedmedaysback.Shehasaproject

hereinBotswanaandshewasaskingforaplaceto

stayforjustafewdays.”



MmgaweJuniorclosedhereyes.“Therearealotof

hotelsandlodges.Idon’twantherinmyhouse.”

***

Moitoiwalkedtoherofficethatshesharedwithtwo

moreteachersfrom herlastclassthensatdown.

“MoitoicanyouborrowmeP200,Iwillreturnit

monthend.”

Moitoilookedathercolleague.“Ifyouknewhow

brokeIam,youwouldn’tbeaskingformoneyfrom

me.”

“Aowmma,butyouhavearichmandon’tyou?”

Moitoilaughed.“Rich?Heisbrokeleene.”

“WhilehedrivesaJeep?”

“Waaaai,it’snothis.It’shisfriend’scar.Hisowncar

wasrepossessedtwoyearsbackandheisstillin

debts.”

Moitpi’sphonerangthenshestoodupwithher



things.“Seeyoutomorrow!”

Shewalkedoutofherofficethenhurriedtothe

parkinglotwhereshegotintheJeep.Cliffsmiledat

herasusualthenkissedher.

“Mrs.Cliff.”

“Hey…”

Hestartedthecaranddroveoff.“Howwaswork

today?”

“Fine,Itoldsomeonethatyouarebrokeandyouare

drowningindebts.”

Clifflaughed.“Why?Kanababeyoumakemesound

likeauselessman.TheothertimeIheardyoutold

someonethatIhaveasmalldick.”

“Akeretheyaresnakesandtheywanttotakeyou

awayfrom mesoletmetellthem liessotheyback

off.”

“Iam notgoinganywhereMrs.Cliff,youshould

knowthatbynow.”

Moitoilookedathim.“Ijustwanttomakesure.It’s

nothingserious.”



Cliffparkedinheryardthenhelpedherwithher

things.Insideherhouse,heputherthingsdownthen

kissedherhardunzippingherdressfrom behind.He

peeleditoffherbodybeforepickingherupand

placingheronthekitchencounters,hisdickrock

hard.Moitoiunbuttonedhisshirtandhelpedhim

takeitoff.Clifftookouthisdickfrom hispants,slid

herpantiestothesideandslidinhisdick.Moitoi

closedhereyestakingitlikeabiggirl.Hepulledher

closer.

“Isthisthesmalldick?”

“Arrgfuckno!”

“SayanythingelseMrs.Cliffbutleavemydickoutof

it.”

Moitoiclosedhereyesmoaningashebegunfucking

her.

.

Cliffslidoutastheknockonthedoorpesistered

thenwalkedtothemaindoorwhileMoitoitried

catchingherbreathleaking.Shegotoffhercounters

thentookthepapertowelsinthekitchenandwiped



hercountersbeforetakingthehandyAndyand

wipingwithadishtowel.

Meanwhileatthedoor,CliffstaredatBenson.

“Whatdoyouwantagain?”

“IwanttotalktoMoitoi.”

“Regardingwhat?”

“It’snonofyourbusiness.CanyoutellherIwantto

talktoher.”

“Obatlagonyelawenasaan!Whatthefuckdoyou

wantfrom mywoman?”

“Callher,Iwanttotalktoher.”

“Youarefullofshitandyouareunderestimatingme.

Iam goingtopunchyouomarete.Leaveher

propertyrightnowbeforeontena.”

“Moitoi!”Bensoncalledout,annoyedCliffkickedhim

betweenhislegssohardBensongroanedbending.

Heclosedthedoorwalkingbackinsidethehouse.

Moitoilookedathim.

“Whoisoutside.”



“Nooneimportant.”

“Ohok,let’sgoandbath.Todaywearewatchingmy

favoriteseries.”

***

SeneoparkedherAudiatAirportJunctionmalland

steppedouttalkingonthephone.

“MmatodayallIwantisalongbathandenough

sleep.Iam sotired.Todaywassobusy.”

“AtleastIam onthenightshift.It’susuallyquiet.”

“Iknow.”

“Butwillsheletyouresttonight?”

“Eishma,don’tremindmeofthatone.”

“Heela,Isawapostonfacebooktoday,isn’tyour

auntcalledWinnieModisane?”

“Sheis.”

“Shewasreleasedyesterday.”



Seneo’sheartskipped.“What?Why?”

“Sheappealedunderinsanityorsomething.Iwas

readingthepostbutitwastoolong.”

“Youmeansheisnolongerinprison?”

“Nosheisnot.”

“Ok.Letmedosomeshopping.”

“Okbye.”

LeahungupasSeneowalkedinsidethemall

thoughtfully.Shewalkedinsideasupermarket

pushingthetrolley.Shepausedhearingafamiliar

voicethenturnedherheadandcaughtRyan

laughingwithawomanholdingabasketwhilehe

pushedatrolley.Heturnedandlookedatherwitha

smile.

“Hey!”

Theladyhewaswithturnedtoher.Ryankepthis

eyesfixedonSeneo,theyslowlywentdownher

dressthenhesmiled.

“Botsalo,thisisSeneo.SeneothisisObrien’s

teacher,Botsalo.Ijustbumpedintoher.”



Botsalostretchedhermanicuredhandwuthasmile.

“Hi,nicemeetingyou.”

Seneofakedasmileandshookherhand.“Likewise.

NiceseeingyouRyan.”

“Yeah,youtoo.”

Shequicklypickedwhatshewantedandwalkedto

thetillthenpaidandwalkedbacktohercar.They

walkedoutthenBotsalosaidsomethingputtingher

handonRyan’schestwhilehesmiledmovingback.

Seneochuckledsurprisedatheremotionsthen

shookherheadreprimandingherselfanddrove

home.Herphonerangasshedrove.Shetookadeep

breaththenanswered.Amalevoicespokeatthe

otherhand.

“Hey…”

“Hi..”

“Areyouok?”

“Ng…”

“Somethingisup,Iwouldliketoknow.”

“It’snothing.”



“It’sok,wewilltalkwhenIgetthere.Iam bringing

dinner.”

“Ok.”

“YouknowIloveyouright?That’ssomethingyou

neverhavetoquestion.Youwillalwayscomefirst

becauseImorethanjustloveyou.”

Seneosighed.“Iloveyoutoo.”

“What’swrongthen?”

Shesmiledlisteningtohisvoice.“Iam justbeing

silly.It’snothing.Bringdinner,Iam toolazytocook.”

“Ok,whatdoyouwanttoeat?”

“Ahhpizzaisfine.”

“Okay.Coming.”

Shehungupwithasmilewonderingwhyshehadlet

whatshewitnessedattheshopevenannoyher.

.

Don'tforgettolikeandcomment,yourparticipation

motivatesmetokeepwriting.
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Seneosatinherroom readingthroughthepost

aboutthereleaseofWinnie.Sheslowlysmiled,God

shehadwaitedforthismomentforalongtimeand

ithadfinallycometoher.ShewenttoTshego’s

profileandscrolledthrough,sheseemedhappy

thesedays.Sheputherphonedownasherbedroom

dooropened.Thenannywalkedintheroom holding

herdaughter.

“Sheisawake.”

Seneogotoffbedandtookherabbyinherarms.

“Thankyou.”

“Iam goingtomyroom.Ifthereisanythingyouwill

need-“

“No.It’sfine.Thankyou.”

Thenannywalkedaway,Seneosmiledstaringather

daughterthenwalkedtothesittingroom withher



phoneontheotherhand.Theintercom rangjustas

herphonerang.Shesmiled.

“Hey!”

“Bulagate.”

Shequicklyopenedtheagtethenwaited.Minutes

laterKgotsowalkedin.

“IwasalreadyonmywayhomethenIthoughtI

wouldcheckuponthebaby.”

“Iam startingtothinkIdon’tmatter.”

“Whatcanwedo?Someonehastocareaboutyour

fatherlessbaby.BythewayIthinkIsawRyantoday.”

SeneosighedasKgotsotookthebabyfrom her.“Me

too.”

Kgotsolookedather.“Hashemovedon?”

“UhhIthinkso.”

“SeewhatIwastalkingabout?Youhavelosthim

now.”

“It’sfine.”



“It’snot.Youknowit’snot.Istilldon’tunderstand

whyyouaredenyinghisdaughter.”

“Thereisalotatstake.”

“Thisbabydeservesherfather'spresents.It’snotas

ifherfatherisdead.Heisalive.”

“Kgotsoit’s-“

“Stopbeingselfish.Youalreadymadethebaby.

Thereisnowaytoavoidthat.Andstophidingthis

childfrom theworld.Shedeservestobeknown.”

Thegateoutsideopened.Seneogotupandtookthe

babyasacardrovein.“Ok,myboyfriendishere.”

“Iwanttoseehim.”

Seneolaughed.“Youwill,bye.”

Kgotsowalkedoutthenlookedasthecardrovein

thegarage.Hegotinhisowncaranddroveout

tryingtotakeapeakofwhoitwasbutthegarage

closed.Hesighedthendroveaway

***



Inherhouse,Seneo’sboyfriendtookthebabyfrom

her.

“Whowasthat?”

“Kgotso,hecametoseemyfatherlessbaby.He

thinksIshouldtellthebaby’sfatheraboutthis

daughter.Whatdoyouthink?”

Theboyfriendkissedherwhileshesmiled.“Idon’t

thinkheneedstobetold.”

Seneochuckled.“Ican’tkeephim from herfather

babe.”

“Mxm..”

“Kgotsohasapoint-“

“Idon’tlikeKgotso.”

“Heisgay.”

“AsfarasIam concerned,heisyourex.”

“Hewasconfused.Kgotsoisharmlessbaby.You

shouldmeethisman.”

Theboyfriendsatdownholdingthebaby.Seneo

tookthepizzaandwalkedtothekitchenwhereshe



camebackwiththepizzaintheplates.

Shesatbesidehim eatingwhileheplayedwithher

daughter.

***

KaboparkedhiscarinMrs.Emerson’syardthen

pausedashisphonerang.

“Heybabe…”

“Areyoucomingtonight?”

“Iam tired.”

“Ohok.Imissyou.”

“Imissyoutoo.”

“Ok,Iwilldomyassignmentsthentonight.”

“Iwillseeyoutomorrow.Iloveyou.”

“Iloveyoutoo.”

Kabohungupthenwalkedinsidethehousewhereit

smeltgood.Mrs.Emersoncamefrom thebedroom



inhersilkygownonly.Shesmiled.

“Hey…”

“Iwasstuckintraffic.”

Shesmiled.“It’sok.”

Kabowalkedoverandkissedherundoinghersilky

gown.Kabopickedherupasshegiggledthenhe

placedheronthecouchgettingbetweenherlegs.

.

Hekissedherthenslidoutbreathingheavily.Mrs.

Emersonputherheadonhischestwithasmile.

“Isawyourbrotheryesterday.”

“Hetoldme.”

“WhenarewegoingtotellpeopleaboutusKabo?I

am tiredofthishideandseekgame.Ihavebeen

patientfortoolong.”

“Youknownoteveryoneisgoingtoacceptyouright?

Idon’twantpeopleruiningwhatwehave.Iloveyou

Ava.Iam notgoingtodenythat,Iloveyousomuch

butnoteveryoneisgoingtoacceptthefactthatIam



inlovewithanolderwoman.”

“Iam readyforanything.IchoseyouandwhenIdid,

Iknewtheconsequences.Youdon’thavetoprotect

mefrom everything.Iknowthatpeoplearegoingto

beharshonusbutIam notwiththem.Iam withyou.

Therestdon’tmatter.Iloveyou.”

Kabosmiledthenkissedher.“Iloveyoutoo.”

“Icooked.Letmedishforus.”

Shegotup,pickedhergownandwalkedtothe

kitchenwhilehesmiled.Beingwithheralwaysmade

him happy.Avacamebackminuteslaterwiththeir

plates.

“Therewego!”

“Thislooksgood.”

“Ihopeittastesgood.”

Hetookthefirstbitethensmiled.“It’sgood.You

shouldopenarestaurantbabe,youaresogood.”

Abablushedeating.

***



Kabo’sgirlfriendsteppedoutofthetaxiathishouse,

paidthenopenedthegateandwalkedin.Hiscar

wasnotthere.Shewalkedtothedoor,unlockedwith

hersparekeysandwalkedinside.Shesearchedfor

him intheentirehousethensighedcallinghim but

hisphonedidn’tgothrough.Shecalledherfriend.

“Friend,IthinkKaboischeating.”

“Oupayouhavestarted,whatdidhedothistime

around?”

“Icalledhim andhesaidhecan’tcometomyhouse

becauseheistiredandnowIam athishousebuthe

isnotthere.”

“Whatifheiswithhisbrother?”

“Thenheshouldhavetoldme.”

“Ma,youaretiringnowonderheisalsohesitatnt

withyou.Hedoeseverythingtomakeyouhappybut

youstillthrowaccusationsathim.”

“Youdon’tunderstand,myinstinctisneverwrong.I

feellikeIam sharingthisman.”

“Youwillloosehim ifyoucarryonwiththatattitude



ofyours.”

Thefrienddroppedthecall,Oupawalkedaroundthe

housesearchingforanythingsuspiciousbutthere

wasnothing.Shesatonthecouchandwaitedfor

him patientlytillshedosedoff.

***

Thefollowingdayintheearlymorningafterher

boyfriendleft,Seneoquicklydressedupindisguise

andgotinhercarthedroveoffheadedto

Molepolole.Shelookedatthetimeknowingshehad

tocomebackforwork.Awhilelatershewasdriving

slowlytillsheparkedbytheothersideoftheroad

thensteppedoutandwalkedinsideWinnie's

mother’sgate,abagonherback.Sheknockedthen

minuteslaterWinnieopened.Seneopushedherin

walkinginthenclosedthedoorandremovedthe

muskandwig.

“Hey,missedme?”



Winnie’sheartskipped.“Seneo…?”

“Iheardyouareout.IthoughtIwouldsayhi.Thisis

theonlyplaceIknewyouwouldcometo.Bytheway,

mycondolences,Iheardaboutyourmother’s

passing.”

“It’sok.WhereisMoi?”

“Ohhshewantsnothingtodowithyou.”

“Idon’tblameher.”

“IheardyouseeReaeverywhereyougo.Isshe

here?”

Winnienodded.“Sheisonthecouch.”

Seneoturnedherheadandlookedatthecouch

expectingtoatleastfeelsomethingifshecouldn’t

seeanything.Shewalkedovertothecouchand

sighedfeelingstupidthenwalkedbacktoWinnie

whowasnowshakingherhead.

“Ididn’tdoanythingleavemealone!”

Seneosighed.“Isshetalkingtoyou?Whatdidyou

dotoher?”



WinnielookedatSeneo.“Ididn’tdoanything.”

“Iam goingtokillyou.Aslowpainfuldeath.Ihaveto

doittoday,rightnowbeforeanyonecomestosee

you.IbroughteverythingyouusedonmysisterandI

am goingtodojustthat.Mysisterwillgetjustice,I

am goingtomaesureofit.”

WinnielookedinSeneo’ssinistereyes,herehart

pounding.Reawasbettertodealwithbutnowitwas

ifshewaslookingintoherdeath.Acoldchillran

downherspinethenshemovedback,herheart

pounding.

“Shhh…youcan’trunawayfrom me.Whatdidyou

dotoher?”

“Ididn’t-“

“Youaregoingtotalktoday.Onewayortheother.I

am goingtomakesureofit.Buttodayisyourday.”

.
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WinnielookedatSeneo,herheartpoundingsomuch.

Shehadneverbeensoscared,evenReadidn'tscare

herthatmuch.

"I...-"

Seneotookouttheinjectionfrom herbag."You

what?"

Sheswallowedhard."Seneo,youcangotojailfor

this.Iam notworthyougoingtojailfortherestof

yourlife."

"Thisismorphine.Iam goingtoinjectyouwithalot

ofthis,haveyouknowwhat'sgoingonbutunableto

moveyourbody."

TearsfilledWinnie'seyes.Shelookedaroundbut

therewasnoone,justthem.

"Letmetellyousomething...Iam notReaandIam



nevergoingtobeherneitherwillIpretendtobelike

her.Iam completelytheoppositeofmysisterandI

havewaitedforthismomentforalongtime."

Winniemovedback."Ididn'tkillher."

"Thenwhodid?"

WinnietriedtorunbutSeneograbbedherinjecting

herarm."Therewego."

"Pleasedon'tkillme."

"Tellmewhatyoudidtomysister."

"She...I...Icalledpeopletotakeheraway.Theywere

notgoingtokillher.Justtakeheraway."

"Takeherawaywhere?"

"They...TheyweregoingtotakehertoIndia.She

wasnevermeanttodie."

Seneosteppedbackstaringather."Thenwhat

happened?"

"Theysaidshewasresistingsothey...theygaveher

chloroform toknockherout."

"Then?"



"Butshedidn'tgounconsciousimmediatelysothey

hitherwithsomethinginherheadbecauseshewas

screaming.Theydidn'tmeantokillhersowhenshe

passedouttheysaidtheynowcouldn'ttakeher

sincetherewasasearchpartyandshehadseen

theirfacessotheyhadtokillher."

"Wherewereyouwhenthiswashappening?"

"Iwasathome."

"Sowhoarethepeoplewhodidthejobforyou?"

"Myfather'sfriend.Hehiredpeopleforme."

TearsfilleddownSeneo'scheeks."Thenwhywere

youlying?Whydidyoulie?"

"BecauseIwasscaredtobesentencedtodeath.

Pleasedon'tkillme."

Seneogotmoreweakstaringather."Why?Whydid

youwanttohavehertakenaway?"

"Because...Becauseshe...Ijusthatedher.Iwas

filledwithsomuchangerandhatred.WhenI

snappedoutofit,itwasjusttoolate."

"Butsheneverdidanythingtoyou..youcouldhave



killedmeinstead.Shedidn'tdoanythingtoyou,to

anyone."

"Iregretit."

"Sowhereisyourfather'sfriend?"

"HeranawaytoNamibiawhenIwasarrested."

Seneotookherphoneandstoppedrecording.She

sighed."Iwasgoingtokillyou.WhenIfoundoutyou

wereout,IwasgoingtokillyoubutonmywayhereI

realized,Reawasontopofit.Sheisdealingwithyou.

Youaregoingtokillyourselfastimegoeson

becauseoftheguiltybutIam takingthisrecording

tothepolice.Staypreparedbecauseyouaregoing

back.Theyaregoingtothinkthatyouwerefaking

insanitytojustgetoutofprisonandnowevenifyou

startwithyourstories,nooneisgoingtolisten."

Seneopickedherback."Andyeah...Thatwas

nothing.Iinjectedyouwithnothing."

Seneowalkedoutandgotinhercar.Shelookedat

Winniestandingbythedoorthendroveoff.



***

Tshegoparkedhercarandwalkedinsidethe

company.Santashookherhead.

"Girlyouwillneverguesswhathappened?"

"What?"

"Mr.Letsatsihadaheartattackyesterdayandnow

hehasstroke.Halfbody."

"What?"

"Yesandnowwehaveanewboss.Hisson."

"Haveyouseenhim?"

"Yesandthereisameetingintenminutesforallthe

staffmembers."

"Hopefullyheisbetterthanhisfather."

"Iam prayingsobutguyishot!Heisthedark

chocolatetypeofman.Tallandfit.Yhuuhehasthat

thing!"

Tshegolaughed."Youaresothirsty."



"Gogetreadyforthemeeting."

"Bye."

Tshegowalkedtoherofficesippinghercoffee.Her

phonerangassoonasshegotinheroffice.

"Hello?"

"Tshego,it'sWinnie."

Shepaused."Whyareyoucallingme?"

"Iwasreleasedfrom prison."

"Why?Didn'tyoumurderRea?"

"Ineedaplacetostay,Seneo-"

"Don'tinvolvemeinyourthings.Leavemealone.

Youdon'tdeservetobeoutthere.Youdeservetobe

inprison."

Tshegohungup,herheartpoundingthenblocked

her.Shelookedatherhandsshaking,thefearwas

somuchsheslowlysatdownandputherhands

overherface.

WasSeneocomingforhernow?Tearsfilledher

eyes.Sheclosedhereyesputtingherhandstogether.



"FatherpleasepenetratethroughSeneo'sheart.Give

heraforgivingheart.IwrongedhersisterandIwill

foreverbesorrybutIdidn'tkillher."

Sheopenedhereyesthentookadeepbreath,she

quicklyfixedhermakeupthenwalkedtothe

boardroom.Afewpeoplewerein,shesatdownas

morepeoplewalkedinthenthemanshehad

attendedtoyesterdaywalkedin.Tshegofrowned

staringatthemanshehadmetthepreviousday,the

rudeman.

"Morning,Iam OdirileLetsatsi,Iwillbetakingover

myfather.Ibelieveeveryoneishere."

TheyalllookedatoneanotherthenOdirilesatdown

wherehisfathernormallysatbeforebeginningwith

themeeting.

***

Moitoisteppedoutofhercaratschoolthenlooked

asBensonparkedbesidehercar.Hesteppedout.



"Canwetalk?"

"Ihavenothingtotalktoyouabout,whatdoyou

want?"

"Imessedup."

"Areyoustillonthat?Bensonit'sbeenoverayear

andImovedon."

"Iloveyou."

"Welltoobadbecauseyoufailedtolovemeright

whenyouhadthechanceratheryouhadanaffair

withmyfriend.Thedisrespectwastoomuch.Ireally

havenothingtosaytoyouorShadi."

"Ihavechanged."

"Idon'tcareandpleasestopcomingtomyhouse.

Youaredisruptingmypeace."

Moitoiwalkedawaythengotinherofficeandsat

downwithdisbelief.Shetookherphoneandcalled

Mosalla.

"Moi..."

"Yourhusbandisafterme."



Mosslaughed."Henowrealizeswhathelost."

"AndIdon'tevencare.Iam gladIwalkedaway."

"Soam I.Howiswork?"

"Fine."

"Justkeepignoringthatloser,hewillgiveupone

day."

"That'stheplan,I'vegottogo.Wewilltalklater."

Moitoihungupasstartedsortingouteverythingfor

herrevisionclass.Acolleaguewalkedinandsmiled.

"Earlybird!"

"Hey..."

Moitoi'sphonerang,itseemedtoalwaysring

wheneverhecametoher.Shesmiledapologetically

answeringwhilehesmiledandwalkedaway.

"Neo..."

"Winniewasreleased."

"What?"

"Yes."



"Shedeservestoroteinprison."

Seneosniffed."TheyreleasedherbutIam goingto

makesureshegoesbackin.Shecan'twalkfree

whenshekilledmysister."

"Iagree.TellmeifthereisanythingIcando."

"Noyoudon'thavetodoanything.Iam ontopofit.I

wasgoingtohurther,IalwaysthoughtIwouldhurt

herwhenIgetmyhandsonherbutIdon'thaveitin

me."

"Sheisnotworthyourfreedom."

"Ng...AnywaysthereissomethingIwanttotellyou."

"Ok,whatisit?"

"RememberthetimeItoldyouIbumpedintoRyan

withKgotso?"

Moitoilookedatthetimeandstoodup."Neowewill

talklater.Ihaveaclassandit'stimeup.Wehaveto

dothemorningrevision"

"Uhhit'simportantbecauseafterthatwe-"

"Ireallyhavetogo.Theyarealreadywaitingforme.



It'smyexaminationclass,ifIdon'thelpthem revise,

theyaregoingtofail.Wewilltalklater."

Moitoihungupthentookshebooksandwalkedto

hermorningrevisionclass.

***

Ryanwalkedinhisofficewithhisbrotherthensat

downlookingatthetime.

"What'sup?"

Laborrubbedhishandstogether."Iwanttoget

married."

"Oupa?"

"No.Ava."

"Ava?"

"Yes.Mark'sexwife.Mrs.Emerson."

Ryanshookhishead."Ithoughtyouendedthatlong

back."



"Iloveher."

"Youknowwhat'sgoingtohappenright?"

"Iknow.Iam readyforit.Iloveher."

Ryannodded."Iwilltalktopapa."

"Thankyou."

"IhopeonedaywhenIneedyoursupportyouare

goingtogiveittomebecauseyouareonlyonewho

Iam goingtorelayon."

Kabosmiled."Youdon'thavetoasktwice."

Ryan'sphonerang,Kabosmiled.

"Kantesentlesentlewhoareyouseeing?"

Ryanlaughed."Youwillknowwhenthetimeisright."

Kabobumpedfistwithhim whileheansweredhis

phone.

"Heybabe..."

"Comeforlunch,Iwillmeetyouattheparkinglot.

Nnakebatladick."

Ryanlaughed."CanIcomenow?"



"Yes.Come."

"Iam coming."

Hehungupwithasmilethengrabbedhiscarkeys

andrushedout.

***

Winniesatinhermother'sroom knowingshewas

goingtojailforaverylongtimeifSeneowenttothe

police.Sheswallowedhard,everyonewasgoingto

comeforherandontopofthatshewouldhaveto

dealwithRea'sghost.Shelookeddownstandingon

thechairwitharopeonherneckthenswallowed

hardandkickedthechair.Theropecutherairway

completelywhileherheartraced.Shekicked

regrettingherdecisionassoonasherlifeflashed

beforeher.Aminutelatershestoppedkickingasher

bodydangledfrom therooftop.Peerandownher

leggoingtothefloor.

.
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Withherdaughteronherback,Katlosoldsweetsin

abasketattherank.Shesteppedoutofthebuswith

herbasketthenlookedinside,herstockwasalmost

finished.Shewalkedtotheshadeandsatdown

takingthebabyfrom herbabythenplacedheronher

lap.

Shetookgaveherherjuicethenhelpedherdrink

staringhercurlyhairtiedintwoponytails.Katlo

smiledlookingatherdaughter’sbeautythekissed

hercheek.Minuteslatersheputherdaughterback

onherback,stoodupandwalkedtoanotherbus

tryingtofinishup.Awhilelatershesteppedoutof

thebusasthebusconductorgreetedher.Shefroze

catchingasmallchildrunninginfrontofablackcar

thatwasspeeding,thetiresscreechedasthedriver

triedstoppingbutitwastoolate,hehitthechild

throwinghim totheground.



Peoplescreamedinshockwhileshestoodthere,

unabletomove.

“Bathongthusang!”

Peppleranoverwhileother’stookouttheirphones

takingvideos.Katloslowlywalkedoverandlooked

atthescene.Shelookedatthedriverwhowasnow

out,panicking.Abusdroverwhohadwalkedover

lookedatthemanwhohadranintothechild.“Take

him tothehospital.”

Katlowalkedtothechild.“Iam aqualifieddoctor,

themanintheblack,pleaseclearupthecrowd.

Mam inthereddress,calltheambulance.”

Everyonemovedback,shelookedatthechild

noticingtheglassthatwasdeeponhisstomach

whilehelaymotionless.Knowingtheobjectwas

stoppingthebleeding,shelookedathishead

injuriesthenputherhandonhisnecktofeelhis

pulse.Unsureifshecouldhearitoritwasjusther

handshaking,shebegunwithgivinghim CPR

counting.Thedriverwhohadhitthechildknelt

beforeher.



“Ishegoingtobeok?”

“Calltheambulanceagain.Wecan’tmovehim.”

Awhilelater,theambulancearrived.Katlomoved

backastheparamedicsdidtheirjobs.Shelookedat

theman.

“Heisgoingtobefine,theyaretakinghim tothe

hospitalwheretheyaregoingtodoalltheycanto

puthim tosafety.”

“Isheyourson?”

“No.Heisforsomeladywhom Iworkwithheratthe

rank.”

“Canyoupleasecomewithme.”

Shelookedathim andsighednodding.“Ok.

Someoneneedtoupdatehismotheronwhat’sgoing

on.”

“Thankyou.”

Shegotinhiscarwithhim puttingherdaughteron

herlap.Him toolookedatthebabythenatatKatlo.

“Sheismine.”



“Ok.”

Hedrovebehindtheambulance.Arrivingtheyboth

satonthewaitingroom.Themanlookedather

playingwithherdaughter.Minuteswentbythen

Katlo’sphonerang.

“Hello?”

“MmagweZo,Ihearyouwentwithmysonatthe

hospital.”

“YesbutIam stillwaitingforthedoctor.”

“Thankyousomuch.Iam onwaythere.”

“Ok.”

Shetookhersmallphoneoffherearjustasthe

doctorwalkedover.Katlolookedathim.

“Isheok?”

“Yes,justthatglassandafewcutsandbruises.”

Katlosighed.“ThankGod!”

“Areyouhismother?”

“No.Iknowhismother.Wearefriends.”



“Okbutheisgoingtobefine.Heisrestingright

now.”

“Hismotherisonhisway,shewillcomeandsee

him.”

“Ok.”

Thedoctorwalkedawaythenthemanwhohadhit

thechildlookedather.

“Thankyousomuchforwhatyoudid,mynameis

OabonaKgosi.”

“Katlo.Youhavetowaitfortheboy’smotherand

talktoher.Sheisonherway.”

“Yah,IswearIdidn’tseehim.”

“Yeah,helikesrunninginfrontofcars,butyoucan’t

bespeedingintherank.”

“Youareright.”

Katlotookoutherphoneandtextedtheboy’s

motherthenstoodup.“Ihavetogobackandfinish

upwhatIwasdoing.”

“Youareadoctor?”



“No.”

“Didn’tyousay-“

“Peoplewillonlylistenthen.Iwasgoingtobea

doctorbutIfailedwhenIwasalmostdone.Iknow

almosteverything.”

“Whydon’tyougobacktoschool?”

“AndwhowillremainwithmydaughterwhileIgo

back?Ican’taffordtotakeherwithamdmedicine

needsalotoffocus.Ican’tbeworryingoverwhat

mydaughterisgoingtoeatwhileinclass,Iwillfail

eitherway.Pleasewaithere,sheisco-ohthereshe

is!”

MmagwePreciouswalkedoverbreathingheavily.

“Howishe?”

“Thedoctorsaidhewillbefine.Hehasafewcuts

andbruises.”

“Thankyou.”

“Youarewelcome.”

“Dumelang,Iam Oabona,Iam theguiltyone.”



MmagwePreciouslookedathim.“Thankyoufor

doingafollowup.MathatakegoreTonooratago

tsamekelamotsileng.(Theproblem isthatTono

likesplayingintheroad.)”

“Ishouldn’thavebeenspeedingtoo.Iam equallyas

wrong.IsthereanythingIcandooranypaymentI

canmaketomakeupfortheaccident?”

Katlopickedherdaughter’stoyandwalkedoutof

thehospitalwhiletheyspoke.Shewalkedtothebus

stopthenOabonacamerushingtoher.

“Hey…Iwilldropyouoff.”

“Areyoualreadydone?”

“Yes.Letmedropyouoff.Itookyoufrom therank

andIwillreturnyouthere.”

“Thankyou.”

Heledherbacktohiscarthenhepedherinbefore

walkingroundthecarandjumpingin.Hestartedthe

caranddroveoff.Minuteslaterheparkedatthe

rank,Katlosmiledthensteppedoutwithher

daughteranddisappearedbetweenthebuses.



Oabonasighed,beneaththatdarkskinprobably

causedbythesun,thedoekinherheadandthat

longshapelessdressandwornshoes,hesaw

beauty.Realbeautyhehadn’tseeninalongtime.

Somethingtoldhim shewasmorethanjustbeautiful

thenhedroveoffpromisinghimselftocomeback

tomorrow.

***

Laterthatday,Moitoiwalkedinherhouseexhausted

thenkickedoffhershoesthrowingherbagonthe

couchandsatwithit.Shetookadeepbreaththen

tookoutherphoneandcalledSeneo.Thephone

rangforawhile.

“Hello?”

“Hey,stillatwork?”

“Almostknockingoff.”

“Whatdidyouwanttotellmethatwasso

important?”



“Uhhareyouhome?”

“Yes.”

“IwantyoutoknowIdidn’tchooseforthisto

happen.”

“Whatisit?”

“RememberthetimeItoldyouIbumpedintoRyan?”

“Yes,withKgotsowhenyoudroppedoffhissister.I

remember.”

“Yes.Weexchangednumbersforfuture

communication.HewantedtoknowhowIwas

doingandhoweveryonewasjustdoing.Hewould

teasemetellingmeIam datingapastor.Iguess

overtimesomethinggrewbetweenusandwe…we

knewthelovewasthereandtherewasnoway

denyingwhatwebothfeltso-“

“Didyousleepwithhim?”

“Yes.”

“Wow!”

“Ididn’tchooseforthistohappen.”



“Whatkindofapersonareyou?”

“Moitoi…”

“No!Tellme.Whatkindofapersonareyou?Youare

abackstabberSeneo.”

“Thatisnottrue.”

“Howdareyoudateyoursister’sboyfriend?”

“Becausesheisdead!”

“Isthatyourexcuse?YouknewhowmuchRealoved

thisman!Don’tyouevenfeelguilty?Howdoyou

sleepatnightknowingyouarebetrayingyoursister

ormaybeyoualwayswantedtobeher.Imean,you

areanurse,somethingshealwayswantedtobe.

Youarenowsleepingwithherman.Youalways

enviedherdidn’tyou?”

“No,Ineverenviedher.”

“Youdid!Youalwayswantedtobeherandyoumust

haverejoicedwhenshewaskilled.”

“Thatisnottrueandyouknowit.”

“WhatIknowisyouareaselfishbackstabbing



whore.”

“Ididn’tmeantofallinlovewithRyan,Ilovehim and

asmuchasitmaybewrong,hehasmyheartandI

triedstoppingmyselfbutIcouldn’t.”

“YouaresotwistedSeneo.ImagineifReawerealive,

asisterlikeyouistheworstthingthatcanever

happentoanyone.”

Seneo’svoicebroke.“Moitoi,Ididn’tchoosetofallin

lovewithhim.”

“Youshouldhaveneverevenwentclosetohim.You

shouldhaverespectedRea.Howdareyousleepwith

herman?Areyoudatinghim?”

“Moi…”

“Areyouinarelationshipwithhim?”

Seneosniffed.“No.”

“Why?Whathappened?”

“Webothagreeditwaswrong.”

“SendmeRyan’snumber.Iwanttoasksomething.”

“Moitoihe-“



“Sendmehisnumber.Ican’tbelieveyou.Itshould

havebeenyouwhodiesnotReabecauseyoudon’t

matterinthisworld.Youaresuelessbackstabbing

bitchandIam beginningtodilikethepersonyou

havebecome.ThisisisnotthesweetSeneoIknow.

Youboremetodeathwithyourattitude.Godmadea

mistake!”

Moitoihungupandwaited.MinuteslaterSeneosent

thenumberthensheimmediatelycalledRyan.

“Hello?”

“HiRyan,it’sMoitoi.”

“Ohhey!”

“Seneojusttoldmewhathappened.”

“Shedid?”

“Yes.Ryandoyouthinkit’soktobesleepingwith

Rea’syoungersister?”

“Noit’snotbutwedon’tchoosewhotoloveMoitoi.I

knowIam wrongforevengoingafterher,Iknowshe

iswrongforlovingmebuttherecomesappoint

wherebothpartiesjuststopdenyingitandjustlet



itbe.”

“ThereisnothinglikethatRyan.Realovedyou.”

“AndReaislate!Ihopeyoudidn’tattackSeneo.”

“Seneoisasnake,shewassupposedtorespecther

sister!”

“Hersisterislate!YouarethelastpersonIexpected

tojudgeher.Ithoughtyouweresistersmorethan

cousins.”

“Thatdoesn’tmeanIwilleversupportgibberish!Rea

mustbeturninginhergrave!”

“Reawouldneversnatchhersister’shappinessfrom

her.IfyouweresayingIam wrongthatIam moving

from onecousintoanotherIwouldunderstand.Rea

wouldhavewantedhersistertobehappyandthat’s

thehonesttruth.Everythingshedid,itwasalways

forSeneo.ShewouldneverholdSeneofrom her

happinesswhensheknowssheisnolongeralive.

ReaisnotturninginhergravebecauseRealoved

hersisterandseeingherhappywaswhatshe

alwayswanted.Stopusinghernameinthewrong

light.Yourrightisnoteveryone’sright.”



“Thisiswrong!Youknowit!”

“Iam theloveofherlifeandsheismysoulmate…

sincewhenislovewrong?”

“Ican’tbelieveyou.”

“No,Ican’tbelieveyou,trulybloodisthickerthan

water.”

Moitoihungupbreathingheavilywhileheremotions

shotup,angerfillingherup.Shecalledanother

number.

“Moi…”

“Mamaweh,canyoubelievethatSeneosleptwith

Ryan?”

“Whoisthat?”

“ThatguyReawasdating.”

MmagweJuniorlaughed.“Tellmeit’sajoke.”

“It’snot.Shetoldme.Seneoisasnake,Iguessshe

neverlovedReatobeginwith.Shehasalways

enviedhersister,sheisdoingeverythingReaalways

wantedtodoandtryingtoactlikeRea.”



“Iwillhaveasmalltalkwithher.”

“Youshould.Andmakesureshestoppedifsheis

stillseeinghim.”

“Ok.”

Moitoihungupthenchuckledshakingherhead.

***

Seneowalkedinherhousefeelingaheavyweight

sittingonher.Shewalkedtoherbedroom whereshe

laiddownwhileRyancalled.Shetearfullyanswered.

“Hello?”

“Areyouok?”

“Iam fine.”

“Moitoicalledme.”

“Itoldher.”

“Don’tlistentoher.Everyonehastheirown

standards.”



“ShesaidIalwaysenviedRea.Ineverenviedmy

sister.”

“Leaveheralone.Youdon’thavetofocusonpeople

whoareagainst.Leavethenegativityandfocuson

thegood.Iam comingtoseeyou.”

“No!It’sfine.Ineedtobealonetoday.”

“Seneo-“

“Wewilltalktomorrow.”

Shehungupandclosedhereyes.

.

.

.

.
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Thefollowingmorning,Seneo’sboyfriendkissedher

neckwhilespooningher,hishardmachinepoking

herbutt.Herubbedhisdickonherpantswhileshe

stuckherassoutthenheliftedherbuttandslidin

withagruntinherear,turningheron.Hethrustfrom

behindwithdeepfaststrokeswhileshemoaned

grabbingthesheets.Hegroanedgoingevenfaster,

drillingherpussy.

“Fuckbabe…”

Seneo’slegsbegunshakingashepoundedintoher,

pleasuredrivingthem tothefinishline.Seneo

moanedhisnamespasmingwhilehegruntedasher

pussygavehim multipleshocksdrivinghim wild.He

heldherwaisttightlyandfrozedeepinherrealizing

hiswarm seedsdeepinside.

Heturnedheraroundandkissedherjustashis



alarm rang.“Morning.”

Seneolookedathim andsmiled.“Whattimedidyou

arrive?”

“Around9,youwerealreadyfastasleep.”

Hekissedheragainandlookedatherswolleneyes.

“Wereyoucrying?”

Seneolookedathim andshookherhead.“No.”

“YouknowIam righthereright?”

“Iknow,Iloveyou.”

“Iloveyoumore.Ineedtogetgoing.”

Hegotoffbedandwalkedtothebabywhowasin

hercoatpeacefullysleeping.Hesmiledandkissed

herforeheadbeforeproceedingtothebathroom.

Seneosteppeddownandjoinedhim intheshower

withashowercapon.

“Kanababy,KgotsostillinsiststhatJadeshould

knowherfather.”

Helaughed.“Ramfanaolegoreotlanyela.”

Theybathedlaughedhisdeepvoicesuppressingher



voice.Minuteslatertheywalkedout.Shesatonthe

bedandwatchedhim dressupwithasmileonher

face.Heturnedtohercatchingherstaringthenhyly

smiledbackturningaway.Seneochuckledand

watchedtillhefinishedup.Hebrushedhishairthen

leanedoverandkissedher.

“Seeyoulater.”

“Ok.”

“Iloveyou.”

Seneosmiled.“Iloveyoutoo.”

Hesmiledandwalkedoutafterkissingthebaby’s

foreheadagain.Seneothrewherheadonthebed

withasighthinkingofMoitoi’swords.Hersmile

disappearedoffherface.Shereachedforherphone

andcalledhergrandmother.Thephonerangfroa

while.

“Hello?”

“Mme…”

“Seneo,kerobetse!Iam notawitchwhodoesn’t

sleep.”



“Ijustwanttocheckonyou.”

“Areyoudying?”

“No.”

“Socan’tyoucallmelater.”

“ItoldMoitoiaboutRyan.Shewasnotpleased.She

calledmenames,saidIam backstabbingReaand

shedoesn’tapprove.

“Youneedtofollowyourheart.Whenmysister

passedon,Imarriedherhusbandandhadchildren

withhim,madeherkidsmine.Ifellinlovewithhim,

somepeoplewereagainstitandsomewerejustfine

butIdidn’tstoplivingbecausetherearepeoplewho

thoughttheywereJesus’scousins.”

Seneolaughed.“Ididn’tknowthat.”

“Inevertoldyouthatbutthat’showImetyour

grandfather,mayhissweetsoulrestinpeace.

Peoplewillalwaystalkbecausethat’swhattheydo

best.”

“MoitoisaidIalwaysenviedmysister.”

“ThereisnothinglikethatandtrustmewhenIsay



Reaishappywhereversheis,shealwayslookedout

foryourhappiness.Sheappointedherselfasyour

motherandshedidagoodjob.”

Seneosmiled.“Shewasmymother.”

“Andnomotherwouldeverwantherchildtosuffer

whenyoucanbehappy.”

“Imissyou.”

“Imissyoutoo,Iam almostdying,youshouldbring

thatboysothatItalkhim beforeIam gone.”

“Youarenotgoinganywhere,whatwillIdowithout

you?”

“Youwillbefinebecauseyouareastrongwoman

whocanstandforherself.Youdon’tneedanyone’s

permissiontogoonwithyourlife.Iwanttohavea

littlechatwithhim.”

“Iwilltellhim.”

“HowisWarona?”

“Sheisfine,Igetscaredsometimesbecauseshe

neverevencries.”



“Sheisaquietchild.”

“SheisReanumber2.”

Theylaughed.“Thatsheis.”

“Howiswork?”

“Good,Ilovemyjob.MmeyouknowIneverwanted

tobeanursebeforebutIfellinlovewiththe

profession,notbecauseofRea.”

“It’sok.Youdon’thavetoexplainyourselftome.I

know.”

Shesmiled.“Iloveyou.”

“OhhIloveyousomuchchild.Iam goingtosleep,

youwokemeupfornonsense.”

Seneosmiled.“Youcansleep,didyoumanageto

cashthemoneyIsentyou?”

“Yes,thatboy…Nyaladzihelpedme.”

“Ok.”

“Bye!”

Hergrandmotherhungup.Seneosatinfrontopfthe



mirrorandtookhertimewithhermake-upbefore

dressingup.ShestoodupandpickedupJadewho

wasinhercourtpeacefullysleeping.Shewalkedout

andhandedhertothenanny.

“Youcanputherinherroom.Iam going.”

“Ok.”

SeneowalkedoutjustasMoitoiparkedinfrontof

hergate.Shewalkedbackinsidethehouse.

“Sylviadon’topenforanyone.Takemydaughterto

herroom andstaytheretillIleave,lockyourselvesin

thenlockthemaindoorwhenIleave,don’topenfor

anyone.”

“Ok.”

SylviawalkedtoJade’sroom andlockedthenSeneo

openedthegateforMoitoiwhodroveinandparked

hercarMarchbesideSeneo’sAudi.Shesteppedout

andwalkedover.

“Hi…”

Seneotookadeepbreath.“Hi.”

“Canwetalk?”



“Ihavetogotowork.”

“It’simportant.”

“Ok,whatisit?”

“Won’tyouinvitemeinyourhouse?”

“IhavetogoMoi,Idon’twanttobelateforwork.”

“Please…”

Seneosighedandledherbackinthehouse.Moitoi

lookedatthelivingroom andsatdownonthewhite

couches.

“Didyouuseallthemoneyfrom thetrustfundtodo

allthis?”

“No.”

“Uhu,ok.Anyways,weneedtotalkaboutyour

relationshipwithRyan.”

“Iam notinarelationshipwithRyan.”

“Thereisnowayyouwouldstopjustbecauseyou

realizeditwaswrongbutfailedtorealizeitwas

wrongbeforeyousleptwithhim.”



“Moitoi,Ryanhasmovedonwithhislife.Heis

seeinghisson’steacherorsomething.”

“Youarelying.It’smorethanthat.Ican’tbelieveyou

Seneo.Whydoyoufinditrighttobeseeingyour

sister’sex.ThewordEXshouldbeenoughforyouto

knowyouirboundaries.”

“Didyoucometomyhousetoaccuseme?”

“Youarelying,whyareyoubeingdefensive?”

“Becauseyouarecallingmealiar!”

“BecauseyouarealiarSeneo!Abigliar.Howdare

youdateyoursister’sexknowingjusthowmuchRea

lovedhim?Shelovedthatverysameman.Heshould

belikeyourbrother.”

“Iam notdatinghim.”

“WhenIspoketohim overthephone,hegavemea

differentvisionofthestory.Youneedtobreakup

withhim.”

“Youknowwhat?Iam tiredofthis.Reawasnotyour

sisterandshewillneverbeyoursister.Don’tever

talkaboutmysisterasifyouknewherbetterthanI



did.Youarethelastpersontobejudgementalwhen

yousleptwithawholemarriedman!Ineversaid

anythingaboutthat.IfyoufeelIam toomuchfor

you,takeroadandmakedust.Idon’tevengiveashit,

myparentspassedonandmysistertoo.Allthat

taughtmetohaveathickskin.Youcangotohellfor

allIcare,busythrowingstoneswhenyouliveina

glasshouse.Watchyourselfsis,andwhileatit,take

yourbehindandleavemyhouse.Youaregoingfar,I

havetoleratedyouremotionalabuseforfartoolong.

Ihavehearditwithyou.Tswa!Out!Yeeerrr!”

“Nooneisevergoingtoacceptyourrelationship.”

“Samewayyoursuccessisrefusingtoacceptyou,

stillinthesameplaceayearlater!”

.
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AcardroveinthenSeneostoodupandchecked.

SheturnedbacktoMoitoiwhowasstillseating,

shocked.

“Whatareyouwaitingfor?Youwanttoseemy

boyfriendtobelieve?Heishere.”

Themaindooropened.

“Thisismyboyfriend.”

Moitoilookedattheboyfriendwhowalkedoverto

Seeoandkissedhercheek.“Heybabe…”

“Whatdidyouforget?”

“ThefileIcamewithlastnight.”

“Checkitinthebedroom.”

HesmiledatSeneothenwenttothebedroom.

Seneo’sphonevibratedinherhandbag,shetookit



outthentypedandputbackthephonefacingMoitoi.

“Thatismyboyfriendandwehavebeentogetherfor

awhilenow.Iam notseeingRyanandevenifIwere,

youarethelastpersontojudgeme.”

Moitoisighed.“Iam sorryfortheaccusations.Iwas

justlookingoutforyou.Ican’tbelieveyoutalkedto

meliethat.Iam morehrtthandisappointed.Isthis

whereithascometo?”

“Yes!Iam tiredofhavingyoualwaysfindawayto

usemysistertopullmedown.Iam turedofyou

beingjudgementalyetnoonejudgesyou.Iam tired

ofit.Iwouldratherbealonethanbeassoaitedwith

someonewhoisnegative.Thatisnotthekindog

energyIwantaroundmyself.”

Theboyfriendwalkedbackholdingafileandkissed

hercheekagain.“Seeyoulater.”

“Byebabe…”

Theybothwatchedhim walkout.

“IhavetogotoworkMoi.”

“Iam sorrythatitfeltlikeIwasattackingyou.Iwas



merelylookingoutforyou.”

“Idon’twanttoarguewithyou.Ineedtogotowork.

Pleaseleave.”

Shocked,Moitoistoodupandwentoutsidetoher

carwhileSeneolockedthedoorwithherkeys.

MoitoistartedhercaranddroveoutthenSeneogot

inhercarandwenttowork.

***

AttherankinPhikwe,Katlosetuphersmalltable

withfatcakes,sconesandafewotherthings.She

fixedherdoekconcealingtheoldcornrowbeneathit

thensatdown.

“Dumelang…”

Sheraisedherheadtoattendtothecustomerwho

smiledather.Katlosmiled.

“Ohhhi!”

“Dr.K.”



Katlolaughed.“Don’tteaseme.Oabonaright?”

“Yes.Bona.”

“Ok,howcanIhelpyou?”

“UhhcanIhaveeverything?”

Katlofrownedconfused.“Huh?”

“Everything.Iwanttobuyeverything.”

“Everythinghere?”

“Yes.Howmuchitit?”

“Whydoyouwanttobuyit?”

“BecauseIcanandIwanttotakeyouout,Iam

suspectingyouwillrefusebecauseyouhaveto

finishthestocksoIwanttobuyeverything.”

“Ok,butIdon’twanttogoanywhere.”

“Please…somethingtothankyouforwhatyoudid

yesterday.”

“Ididn’tdoanything.”

“Yesyoudid.So…howmuchiseverything?”

Katlolookedathim andsighed.



“Iam asinglemotherwithawhitebaby,nodegree,

noproperjob.ThisishowImakemoney.Iam not

yourtype."

“Whoismytypethen?”

“Idon’tknow.Theladiesatyourworkplace.”

Bonalaughed.“Sayswho?”

“Peopledateintheirleagues.”

“Iam notpeopleKatlo.Am Igoingtobeallowedto

buyorwhat?”

Shelookedathisseriousfacethencalculated

everythingforhim andgavehim thetotalfigure.

Bonaopenedhiswalletandtookoutthemoneythen

gaveittoher.

“Ok.Let’sgonow.”

Hestartedpackingherstockbackinthebagsthen

walkedwitheverythingtohiscar.Katlowentafter

him andchuckledwithdisbeliefwatchinghim pack

thethingsinhisboot.Hefinallyopenedthedoorfor

her.

“Let’sgo.”



Sheslowlygotinthecarandsatdown.

***

Ryansatinhisofficestaringatnothing.Hisphone

rangstartlinghim thenhepicked.

“Hello?”

“Hi,youarespeakingtoLea,Seneo’sfriend.Canwe

talk.Thereissomethingimportantthatyouhaveto

know.”

“Whatisit?”

“Ishouldn’tbedoingthisandthiscancostmemy

friendshipbutSeneohasababy,youarethefather.”

“What?”

“Youarethefather.Pleasedon’ttellherItoldyou.I

figuredthisisrightfulchoicetomake.”

“Ican’tbelievethis.”

“Seneolovesyou.Shedoes,it’sjustmostofthetime



peopleareexpectinghertoactinacertainwaybut

that’sallinthepast.Thisisanopportunityforboth

ofyoutositdownandtalkaboutawayforward,

worsenowthatthereisachildinvolved.AllIwantis

toseemyfriendhappyandIknowyoumakeher

happy.”

“Howmanymonthsisthisbaby?”

“Threemonthsold.Sheisyours.”

“Thankyoufortellingme.”

“It’sok,rememeber,Iam nottheonewhotoldyou.”

“Ok.”

Leahungup.Ryanclosedhiseyeswithhishandson

hisface.

***

Kgotsolookedathisringonhisfingerwithasmile

thencalledhismother.Thephonerangforawhile

beforesheanswered.



“Hello?”

“Mama…”

“Kgotso,whatdoyouwant?”

“Iam gettingmarried.”

“Youfoundagirl?”

“No.Tomyboyfriend.”

“Mxm,whyareyoutellingme?Iwillneveraccepot

yournonsense.Youareacurse.Howdareyouthink

it’snormaltodatemen?”

“It’snormaltobegay.”

“Thereisnothingnormalaboutthat.Youarenotmy

son.Mysonisproper.”

“Mama-“

“Don’tevercallme.”

Hismotherhungup,helookedathisphonesadly

wonderingiftheywereevergoingtocomearound.

***



AneighboratWinnie’smother’shousewalked

throughthegateholdingaTupperwarefullwith

Madila.Sheknockedonthedoor.

“Winnie!”

Sheknockedagainthenopenedthedoorwalkingin.

Sheheldhernoseimmediatelybeinmetbyafoul

smell.HerheartskippedasshelookedatWinnie

danglingfrom theroof.Shewentoutscreaming.

*

Awhilelater,thepolicegatheredstoodwiththe

neighborinterviewingherwhilewritingdownher

answers.TheDetectivewhohadinvestigatedRea’s

casewalkedinsidethehouseandlookedatWinnie

hangingfrom theroof.Apoliceofficerhandedhim

thesuicideletterthenhequicklyreadthrough.

“Itseemsshehasbeendeadforawhilenow.Maybe

aday.”

Thedetectivelookedatthesuicidescenethenre-

readtheletterwhereshewasconfessingtokilling

herhusband’sniece.Thedetectiveputtheletter

downandputhishandsoverhisface.



“Detective,what’swrong?”

“IthinkImadeamistake,Ithinkweallmadea

mistake.Weneedtore-openthatgirl’smissingcase

butnowthisoneisdead,Idon’tknowwhatweare

goingtodo.”

“Whatdoyoumeandetective?”

“Wemadeamistake.Itriedtomoveonfrom that

butIcan’tanymore.Weneedtore-openthecase.”
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Tshegoheldherphonetoherearreadingthrough

heremailsonherlaptopatwork.

“Shetalkedtoyoulikethat?”

“Yes.Shetalkedtomelikethat.”

“Why?”

“SeneotoldmeyesterdaythatshesleptwithRyan,I

wenttotalktoheraboutit,it’swrong.”

Tshegoshookherhead.“It’sbeyondwrong,kante

enewhatisitinourfamilythathewantssobad,

nextthingyouaregoingtohearheissleepingwith

Winnie.”

Theylaughed.“Iwon’tbesurprisedbutTshego

Seneohadtorespecthersister.Shefailedto

respectRea,kanathatgirlistryingsobadtobelike

Rea.Everythingshedoes,sheistryingsobadtobe



Rea.”

“Butsheisfailing.Reahaddignity.Noonecanbe

likeher.”

“Exactly,shesaidIshouldnevertalkabouthersister

becauseReawasnevermysisterandwillneverbe.”

“Justletherbe,letherselfdestruct.”

“Iwentinsideherhouseandsheisbeingreckless

withmoney,Reawouldhaveneverdonethat.”

“WenajustleaveSeneoalone.Letherdowhatshe

seesisbest,Iam tellingyou,sheisgoingtocome

cryingtoyousoon.Don’tbesurprised.”

“Iam waitingforthatdayandIknowit’scoming

soon.”

“Metoo.LetmegoandseemybossMoi,wewill

talklater.Bytheway,howisShadi?”

“Unemployedsomewhere.Hercontractwiththe

governmentcametoanendandBensonisbusy

chasingafterme.”

“Thatiskarmaforher,backstabbersdeservethat.”



“Yes,nowIam waitingforSeneo’skarma.”

“Thatoneyoudon’thavetowaitfortoolong.”

MoitoilaughedthenTshegohungup.Shestoodup

fixingherblazerthenwalkedtoherboss’sofficeand

knockedbeforewalkingin.Helookedatherasshe

walkedin.

“GoodmorningMr.Letsatsi.”

“Youcanseat.”

Tshegosatdownstaringathim.“Howdidyouget

thisjob?”

“Throughaninterview.”

“Soyoudidn’tsleepwiththeoldmantogetthejob?”

Tshegolookedathim.“No.”

Heleanedbackonhischairstaringather.”Youare

theonlyonethenbecauseeveryoneheresleptwith

him togetthejob.Ilookedintoyourqualifications.”

“Why?”

“Toseeifyouwereactuallyqualifiedforthejob.”



“Iam qualified.”

“Isaw.”

“Ifthosepeoplesleptwithyourfathertogetthejobs,

knowitwasn'ttheirchoice.Itsimplymeanstheold

mantookadvantageoftheirsituations,

unemploymentputsyouinavulnerablepositionand

youareatastageofeithersleepingwithhunger,be

ridiculedforbeingunemployed,beadisappointment

toyourfamilyorjustsleepwiththebosstogetthe

job.Maybeyoushouldhavealittletalkwithyour

fatherregardingthis.AndasfarasIam concerned,

everyonewhoishereisqualifiedfortheirjobsand

theydowellintheirdepartments.”

“Youarerightaboutthat,justthatIwantto

understandthesituationweareallinsothatIcan

knowhowtomoveforwardintherightfuldirection.

Tshegoright?”

“Yes.”

“Youaregoingtobemywingman.”

Tshegosmiled.“Anyonecanbe.”



“YouarethemostseriousworkerIhaveevermetin

mylife.Iam surewewillmakeagoodteam.”

“Thankyou.”

Odirilelookedathersmilethenrubbedhishands

together.

“Ok,that’sall.”

“Haveagoodday.”

Hewatchedherwalkoutinherfourinchblockheels.

Odirilesighedashisbrothercalled.

“Obatlang?(Whatdoyouwant?)”

“Imetmywifetlhemonna!Imetheryesterday.”

Odirilelaughed.“Whatisshelike?”

“Hungerisshowingherflamesbutsheisbeautiful.

Darkskinnedandbeautiful.Itseemsbeforelifetook

adifferentturnonher,shehadtherightfulamount

ofhipsandassandyouknowwhat,agirlwho’slife

washumbledisthebestone.Shenowknowsthe

truthofthisworld.Sheismature.Andshehasa

child,awhitechildbutit’sfinebecausebabydaddy

longdisappeared.”



“Godansweredyourprayers.”

“Iam notleavingPhikwewithouther.Ifoundmyself

awife.Theconversationjustflows,thereisa

connection.Iam marryingthisone.Sheistheone.”

“Nnamonnathereisthiswomanatwork,thick,huge

assandbeautiful,mathatakeemployee.Iam not

abouttobebangingemployees.”

“Yahnoyouareright.Workentanglementscanget

messy.Ilearntmylesson.”

“Butsheisafinething.Icanonlyimaginedipping

insidethatfatcoochie.”

Thebrotherslaughed.“Ngng,bye.Mywifeis

walkingover.”

“What’shername?”

“Katlo.”

“Ok.Callmewhenyouofficiallygether.”

Oabonalaughedhangingup.

***



Katlowalkedoverholdingabasketofclothes.

Oabonalookedatthethreeclothesandonepairof

shoesshehadchosenforZoe.

“Ibroughtyouheretodoshopping.Goandget

clothesforZo.Iam paying.”

Katlolookedathim.“Youdon’thaveto.”

“GetZoclothesKatlo.Iam notgoingtotellyou

again.”

Katlowalkedaroundtheshopagain,thistime

aroundpickingeverythingZoneeded.Oabona

walkedoverwithanotherbasketandsheputmore

clothes.Awhilelatertheywenttothetillwherethe

cashierlookedatthem.

“P1400.”

Oabonatookouthiscardandswipedbeforecarrying

theplasticswhiletheywalkedout.Katlosmiled.

“Thankyousomuch.”

“It’stimeforyourclothesnow.”

“No.Iam fine.Ihaveclothes.Theyarejustalittle

bigbecauseIlostweight.”



Oabonapushedherinanothershop,lefttheplastic

bagsbytheparcelcounterthengrabbedabasket.

“Choosewhateveryouwant.”

Shesmiled.“Bonarra,don’tditchmewhenwegetto

thetillafterIhavechosenclothes.”

Helaughed.“Thatseemslikeagoodplan.ButIam

notgoinganywheretrustme.”

Shesmiledthenstartedhershopping.Hersmall

phonerang,shepickedwalkingaroundtheshop.

“Mama…”

“Katlo,todayifyoucan,getdiapersforZoeand

someVaseline.”

“Isn’tthereVaselineathome?”

“Yoursistersaidsheboughtitforherkids,notfor

Zoe.”

Katlolaughedwithdisbelief.“Wow!”

Abbytookthephone.“Don’tsaynyow!Ibuythings

formydaughternotforyoutousethem onyours.

MaybeImadeamistakebylettingmamastaywith

mydaughterbecausenowmydaughterisnot



benefittingfrom hermother’shardearningsinstead,

yourchildisbenefitting.”

“It’sfineAbby.YoucantaketheVaseline.Iwillget

Vaselineformydaughter.”

“Mamaistellingmethatthefoodisalreadyfinished.

Katlowhatareyoudoingwhenyouleavehome

everydaytogototherank.Whereareyouputtingthe

moneywhenyoucan'tevencontributebuying

grocery?”

“Ibuyfoodtoo.”

“ThenwhereisthefoodbecauseIcan’tseeanything.

Mxm.”

Abbydroppedthecall.Katloputthebasketdown

andlookedatOabona.

“Isitokifwebuyfoodinsteadofclothes?”

“Whowereyoutalkingtoonthephone.”

“Mysister.”

“Getthatbasket,Iam gettingyouclothesthenfrom

therewewillbuythefood.”



TearsfilledKatlo’seyes.“Whyareyoudoingall

this?”

“BecauseIthinkIhavefoundmywifeandIam not

goingtolethersufferwhenIam there.”

“Whyme?Thereisnothingappealingaboutme.”

Oabonawipedawayhertears.“Myheartsaysit’s

you.Don’tcry.Let’sgettheclothesandfood.”

Hehuggedherthenfinallyletgo.Katlosmiledthen

pickedthebasketagainandpickedtheimportant

things.Somenewpanties,twoskirts,twojeans,

shoes.Oabonafollowedbehindpickingtheclothes

shewaslookingandlikingbutleavingbehind.Heput

thethreemorebasketsatthetillwhileKatloplaced

onlyone.Thecashierquicklyprocessedeverything

thenOabonapaidandtooktheplasticsgrabbingthe

oneswithZoe’sclothesbytheparcelcounter.

“Let’sputthisinthecarthengobackforthefood.”

Katlosmilednoddingthentheywalkedtothecar

anddroppedeverything.Theywalkedbackinsidethe

mallholdinghands,Katlothoughtofthedoekinher

headandsighedembarrassed.Oabonawentwith



herinsidethesupermarketwhereshedidthe

shoppingthenheledherinsidietheskincareshop.

Katlopickedeverythingsheneededandawhilelater

hewasdrivingout.Oabonadrovetohermother’s

houseandparkedatthegate.

“ThisiswhereIstay.”

“ShouldIdrivein?”

“No.Iwilljustcarryeverythinginside.”

KatlosteppedoutwithOabona.

“Iam notgoingtoletyoucarryallthisalone.Take

theclothes,Iwillcarrythefood.”

Shewatchedhim grabtheplasticsoffoodthenshe

quicklytooktheplasticsofclothes.Theywalked

insidetheyard,Katloknockedandwalkedinsidethe

house.Sheputeverythingbythedoorandtookthe

plasticsOabonawasholding,threemoretripstothe

carandtheyweredone.

AbbywalkedoutsidewhereKatlowasstandingwith

Oabona.

“Uhu!AndhereIthoughtyouhadboughtthatwith



yourmoney.Youfoundsomeonetolietoand

manipulatehuh?”AbbylookedatOabona.“Sheisa

liarthisone.Didshetellyousheforcedherexto

marryherafterdrugginghim.Sheisabusive,hates

hersonwhoiswithhisfather,triedkillinghim

multipletimes.Sheiscrazy.”

“Shetoldme.”

Abbyfoldedherarmssurprisedandwalkedback

insidethehouse.OabonakissedKatlo’sforehead.“I

willcallyou.”

TearsfilledKatlo’seyes.“Ihadpostnataldepression,

IgothelpandIwanttostartseeingmysonbuthis

fatherwon’tletme.IwasstillyoungwhenImetmy

exand-“

Oabonasmiled.“Youdon’thavetoexplainyourself

tome.Weallhavehistory.Ihavemyownfairshare

offuckups.Iam notasaint.”Hetookouthiswallet

andgavehersomemoney.“Goanddoyourhair.

Tomorrowwearegoingoutagain.”

Hewalkedawayleavingherwithacrazysmileon

herface.KatlowalkedinsidethehousewhileAbby



walkedoutwithherbag.Hermotherwalkedover

andhelpedherputthefoodinthekitchenwhileshe

toldhim aboutOabona.

***

MeanwhileAbbywalkedtothegatewhereOabona

wasstartinghiscar.shesmiledknocingonhis

window.

“TlherrawenacanIgetalift?”

OabonatookouthisphoneandcalledKatlo.

“Hey…”

“Babe,shouldIgiveyoursisteralift?”

“No!Butifyouwant-“

“Thennoitis.”

Hehungup.“Mywomanisnotcomfortablewithit.

Bye.”

Hedroveoffleavingherstandingthere.



***

Seneosatdownhavingherlunchthenrepliedtoa

fewmessages.Shesippedonherjuiceasherphone

rangthensheswallowedandanswered.

“Hello?”

“Hello,isthisSeneoModisane?”

“Yes,howcanIhelpyou?”

“ThisisDetectiveMatshaba,thisisaboutyourlate

sister’smurder’scase.”

“Whatisit?”

“Wearere-openingit.Wemighthaveoverlookeda

fewimportantthings.”

“Whatthings?Isshealive?”

.

Don'tforgettolikeandcomment.Goodmorning.
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"No.Buttherewasmorethanonepersoninvolvedin

themurderofyoursister."

Seneotookadeepbreaththenthedetective

continued.

"Yourauntcommittedsuicide."

"Shewhat?"

"Yes.Sheleftaletterconfirmingoursuspicions.

Thereweremorepeopleinvolvedsowehave

reopenedthecase.Inherlettershementionedyou."

Seneo'sheartskipped."Whatdidshesayaboutme?"

"Thatyouwanttokillherandthatsheisgoingto

takeherownlifebeforeyoutakehers."

Seneo'sheartraced."Wow"

"Sheisjustaguiltywomantryingtoblameher

actionsonsomeoneelsebutwethoughtwewould

letyouknowonwhat'sgoingon."

"Ok.Thankyou."



Thedetectivehungup.Seneoputherhandoverher

fastpoundingheart.Shegrabbedherjuiceand

gulpeditalldownthenstoodupthoughtfullycalling

herboyfriend.

"Babe,Iam aboutto-"

"Winnieisout.Iwenttoseeher.Iwasgoingtokill

herbutIjustcouldn'tbutImadeherconfessandI

recordedthewholeconfession.Thedetectivewho

wasworkingonRea'scasesaidWinniekilledherself

andthattheyhavereopenedthecasebecausethey

believeotherpeoplewereinvolved,itwasnotWinnie

only.Iknowthatbecauseshetoldme.Nowsheleft

aletterandshesaidshekilledherselfbecauseshe

wasscaredIwascomingforher.Iam scared.Itold

MoitoithatIwasgoingtohurthermotherbutnow

thatthereisariftbetweenus,shemightsay

somethingtothepolice."

"Whydidn'tyoutellme?"

"Iwasscared."

"Seneohowcanyoubescared?Worseofme?"

"WhatIdidwasstupid.Ishouldhaveneverwentto



seeher."

"Thereisnopointincryingoverbrokenglasses,the

bestwecandoiscleanupthemess.Thereis

nothingtyingyoutoWinniebecauseanexamination

isgoingtoberunandit'sgoingtoproveshekilled

herself."

"WhatiftheysayIstagedit.Ihavemotive!Iwentto

seeher.SheprobablykilledherselfthedayIwentto

seeher."

"Fuck!Didyoutouchanything?Her?"

"YesbutIhadgloves."

"Ok,didanyoneseeyou?"

"Idon'tknow.Itwasearlymorningafteryouleft."

"Iam goingtogetyoualawyer.Mybrother.Wewill

talkathome.Don'tstress.Iam hereandtrustme,I

am alwaysgoingtobehere."

"Iam scared.Jade..."

"Youhavenoreasontobescared.Justtrustme.I

willhandlethis."



"MaybeIshouldpatchthingswithMoi."

"Youdon'thavetopatchanythingup.Thatwoman

enjoysemotionallyabusingyou.Iknowthisand

haveheardenough.Babeyoucan'tkeeppeoplewho

donothingbutpullyoudowneachtime,comparing

youtolatepeople.Youcan'tkeepsomeonewho

neverhasanythingpositivetosaytoyou,whonever

hasyourbackbutsaystheyareyoursister."

TearsitchedSeneo'seyes,shelookeduptakinga

deepbreath."TheyareallIhave."

"No.Youhaveme.YouhaveJade.Youhaveyou

grandmother.Moitoiandherstepmothertogether

withyourunclearenottheonlyfamilyyouhave.

Don'tfeelguiltyaboutgettingtiredofbullshit!If

anyonehatesyouthenthat'sthat.Youcan'tchange

howtheyfeelaboutyoudeepinside.Whensomeone

showsyoutheirtruecolors,believethem."

Seneotookanotherdeepbreathlisteningtohisdeep

voice."Ok."

"Areyouok?"

"Yes.Iam fine."



"Sure?"

"Ng."

"ShouldIcomeandseeyou?"

Seneosmiled."Aren'tyoubusy?"

"Ihaveafewminutestospare."

"Doyourjob,orelseyouwillgetfired."

Helaughedthensomeonecalledhim from the

background."Ok.Iloveyouok?"

"Iloveyoutoo."

Hehungup,feelingmuchbettershewalkedback

insidethehospital.

***

Moitoimarkedthetestpapersseatedinheroffice

thenherphonerang.Sheansweredwhilemarking.

"Yes?"

"Dumelang,am IspeakingtoMoitoiModisane?"

Shepausedmarking."Yes,howmayIhelpyou?"



"ThisisdetectiveMatshaba."

"Ok,howmayIhelpyou?"

"Yourmotherwasfounddeadearliertoday,she

killedherself."

"What?"

"Shehungherselfyesterday."

"Mamaisdead?"

"Unfortunately.Asmuchasthisisatragedy,we

havetoquestionyou."

"Why?"

"AboutthemurderofReatileModisane."

"Why?"

"Yourmotherleftaletterandinthatletter,she

mentionedyouinthatletter.Weareatyourhouse,

whereareyou?"

"Iam atwork.Butwaitthere,Iam coming."

"Thankyou."

Shehungupthenstoodup.Awhilelatersheparked



hercarbesidethepolicecarandsteppedoutjustas

thepoliceofficerssteppedoutoftheirowncar.She

unlockedthedoor.

"Comein."

Sheledthethem insidethehouse."Pleaseseat."

Theyallsatdown."Weapologiseforthisbutthisis

important."

"CanIseetheletter."

Theyhandedhertheletter.Moitoireadthrough,her

heartpounding.Shetookadeepbreathtostop

herselffrom shaking.Shehadwatchedenoughof

forensicsandcriminalshowstoknowhowto

behave.Shegavetheletterback.

"Wow!"

"Yes.Whatisshetalkingaboutwhenshesaysyou

overheardheronthephone?"

"Idon'tevenknow.MaybeImighthaveoverheard

herlikeshesaidbutImightnothavepiecedthe

piecestogether.Iwas18atthattime.Idon'tthinkI

evenrememberwhatshemighthavebeentalking



aboutthatday.It'sbeenwhat?7years."

"Thisunclesheistalkingabout,doyouknowhim?"

"Yes.ButhelongmovedtoNamibiaIthink."

"WherewereyouthedayReawentmissing?"

"Iwasathome.MamasenthertogetherGrandpa,

sheleftaloneandnevercameback.Theentiretime

wewereallathome.Me,mamaandSeneo."

Theycontinuedtoaskheramorequestionsbefore

gettingup.

"Thankyoufortalkingtous."

Moitoinodded."It'sok.Iunderstand.Bytheway,are

yousuremymother'sdeathwassuicide?"

"Yesoristheresomethingwedon'tknow?"

Moitoitookoutherphone."Myphonerecordsall

phonecalls,mycousin,Rea'ssistercalledme

yesterday.Pleaselistentoit."

(("Neo..."

"Winniewasreleased."



"What?"

"Yes."

"Shedeservestoroteinprison."

Seneosniffed."TheyreleasedherbutIam goingto

makesureshegoesbackin.Shecan'twalkfree

whenshekilledmysister."

"Iagree.TellmeifthereisanythingIcando."

"Noyoudon'thavetodoanything.Iam ontopofit.I

wasgoingtohurther,IalwaysthoughtIwouldhurt

herwhenIgetmyhandsonherbutIdon'thaveitin

me."

"Sheisnotworthyourfreedom."

"Ng...AnywaysthereissomethingIwanttotellyou."

"Ok,whatisit?"

"RememberthetimeItoldyouIbumpedintoRyan

withKgotso?"

Moitoilookedatthetimeandstoodup."Neowewill

talklater.Ihaveaclassandit'stimeup.Wehaveto

dothemorningrevision"



"Uhhit'simportantbecauseafterthatwe-"

"Ireallyhavetogo.Theyarealreadywaitingforme.

It'smyexaminationclass,ifIdon'thelpthem revise,

theyaregoingtofail.Wewilltalklater."))

Thepolicelookedather."Maybeyoushouldlook

intoit.Maybeshedidsomethingandmadeitlook

likesuicide.ShehatedmymotherandIunderstood

becausemymothersnatchedhersisterfrom her.

Shesaidshewasontopofit,maybethat'swhatshe

meant."

***

Kabowalkedinhishouseafterknockingoffand

lookedahisgirlfriend.Oupasmiledcooking.

"Heybabe..."

"Hey,canwetalk?"

Shesmiled."Ngng,letmefinishupcooking.Ihave

goodnewstoday."



Kabolooksatherallexcitedfeelingguiltyabout

whathewasabouttodo.Shedidn'tdeserveitand

shewasnothingbutagoodwomantohim.He

thoughtofhowithadbeendifficulttoactuallyget

her.Heswallowedhardandwalkedtothebedroom

wherehechangedandtookacoldshowertryingto

thinkofwherehewouldstart.Awhilelaterhesaton

thebedinhissweatpants.Hisphonerang.

"Babe..."

"Hey,uhhsoIam onmyway.Ihavegoodnews."

Hisheartskipped."Huh?Ithoughtyou-"

"Idecidedtocomebackearlier.Don'tstress,Iam

bringingdinner.Loveyou!"

"Ava...Babe...-"

Shehungup.Hegotupandrushedtothekitchen

whereOupawascookingastorm.Hetookadeep

breathandhuggedherfrom behindkissingherneck.

"Youknowwhat?Stopcooking.Youhavebeenthe

bestwomaninmylifeandIcouldn'twishfor

anythingmore."



Sheturnedasheheldherhands."No.Youarethe

blessinginmylifeKabo.Youhavelovedmewithmy

past,mybaggageandmyinsecurities.Iloveyouso

muchbabe..."

Hekissedher."Iwanttotakeyouout."

Shelaughed."ButIam cooking.It'saspecialdinner

tonight.It'sfine.Letmefinishup."

Sheturnedbacktothepotsandcontinuedcooking.

Hewalkedbacktothebedroom andquicklycalled

Ryan.

"Whatisit?"

"Whereareyou?Ineedyourhelp.IhaveOupaat

homeandAvaiscoming."

"Itoldyouaboutthisbefore."

"Helpme!"

"Whatdoyouwantmetodo?GetridofOupa."

"Sheiscookingastorm,shesaidshewantstotell

mesomething.Sheishappy.Ihaveaplanthough."



***

AvasmiledasRyanledhertotheroom atthehotel.

"Ican'tbelievethis."

"Helovesyou."

"Iam gladyouaresupportingus."

RyanopenedthedoorandledAvainthebeautifully

decoratedroom withrosesonthefloorgoingtothe

bed,scentedcandleslightedintheroom.Shesmiled

tearfully.

"Thisisbeautiful."

"Youdeserveit.Youarebeautiful.Youactually

remindmeofBlakeLively."

Avasmiled."Thankyou.ShouldIwaithereforhim?"

"Yes,heiscoming."

"Ok.Iam soexcited.Weareexpecting,butdon'ttell

him that.He'sbeenonaboutafamilyandit'sfinally

happening."



"Wow!Heisgoingtobesothrilled!"

"Iknow.Ican'twaittoseethatlookonhisface.

Everythingisfinallyfallingintoplace."

"Iam reallyhappyforthebothofyou.Ifyouare

happythenI'm good."

"ThankyousomuchRyan.IfIhadn'tmetyou,I

wouldhavenevermetKabo.Sothankyoufor

bringingmethisonemanwhomakesmesohappy."

Ryansmiled."Youarewelcome.Youcanwaithere,

heisonhiswayjuststuckintraffic."

"It'sok."

RyanwalkedoutandwenttohiscardialingKabo.

"Isshethere?"

"Yes.Youneedtomakeupyourmind.Youcan't

haveyourbreadbutteredonbothsides.Itwillget

messy."

"IknowwhatIwantbutIdon'twanttohurtOupa.If

onlyIcouldhavethem both."

"Youhavestartedlosingit.Ifyoukeepuplikethat,



youaregoingtolosethem both."

Hehungupgettinginthecarthenhedroveoff.His

phonerang,helookedatthecallerIDandsighed

picking.

"Whatdoyouwant?"

"Hi.Isthistherightfultimetotalk?"

"Whatdoyouwant?"

"Iwanttoapologise,foreverything.Forthelies,the

abuse,everything.Pleasefinditinyourheartto

forgiveme.IknowitmaytaketimebuttillthenIwill

keepapologizing.That'sall."

"Isthatall?"

"Yes.Goodnight."

Shehungup.Heshookhisheadwithdisbelief.

***

KabolookedatOupawhowaseating,unableto

swallowhisfoodhepushedhisplateaside.



"Ihavetotellyousomething."

Oupagotupanddisappearedtothebedroom.

SecondslatershecameoutandhandedKabothe

pregnancystickwithahugesmile.

"Wearepregnant!"

.

Don'tforgettolikeandleaveacomment.
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KabolookedatthetwolinesthenbackaOupa.

"Wow!"

Shehuggedhim happily."Iam sohappybabe..."

"Howfarareyou?Ithoughtyousaidweshouldwait

tillwegetmarried."

Oupasadownwithabrightsmile."Well...Youhave

beennothingbutalovingmansoIthoughtwhynot?

Eitherway,youwouldn'tstoptalkingaboutit."

"Areyousurethisiswhatyouwant?Idon'twantyou

tofeelpressuredtodoanythingbabe."

"Iwantthisandeitherway,Iam alreadypregnantso

thereisnothingwecando."

Henoddedthenkissedher."Thankyousomuch.I

can'twait."



"NeithercanI,eat..."

Henoddedstaringathisfood,nowhisintestines

tiedtonotches.Fuck!Whathadhedone?

***

LeawalkedinsideSeneo'shouseandsmiledather

holdingJadeinherarms.

"Thewayyourbabyissocute,Iwillstealherone

day."

Seneolaughed."Don'teven."

"Andtothinkyoudidn'twantthisbabyatfirst."

"Canyoublameme?Kanathismangotmepregnant

withoutmypermission.Hewentintothepharmacy,

gotthepillformeandIdrankthinkingwewereon

thesamepage."

Lealaughed."Whatdoyouexpectfrom thisgender

thatbetrayedJesus?"

LeatookthebabythensatdownholdingJadewho



wassuckingherfist,eyesclosed.Seneosatdown.

"Youaregoingtobelateforwork."

"IhavetotalktoyoubeforeIgo."

"Whatisit?"

Leatookadeepbreath."SeneoIdidsomethingthat

youaregoingtodeem asbetrayalbuttrustme,Idid

itforyou,forthisbaby,foryourhappiness."

"Whatdidyoudo?"

"ItoldRyan."

"Youwhat?"

"ItoldRyanaboutJade.Iam sosorry."

Seneolookedaherfriendforawhile."Wow!"

"Ididitforyou.Iam notouttodestroyyou,Iam

lookingoutforyou.Thisbabydeservestheloveof

herfather.Iam notgoingtoletyoudothesame

mistakemymothermadebecausetodayshelivesin

regret.Idon'twantthatforyou.Believeme."

"LeaIam notyourmother."



"IknowbutIdon'twantyoutodenyJadeherfather's

love.Ryanandyoubelongtogether.Reaislateand

mayhersoulrestinpeacebutyoudeservetobe

happytoo."

"Youaresupposedtohavemyback."

"Trustme....IhaveyourbackandIam notgoingto

watchyoudenyyourselfthefinerthingsinlife.

Happiness."

Seneosighed."Ok.Youhavetogotowork.You

knowwhoiswithyou."

Lealaughed."Yeah.Shewilleatmealive."

LeastooduphandingSeneothebabyactually

surprisedatthereaction.Shedidn'tseem upset.

"Areweok?"

"Yeah,why?"

Leashookherhead."Ithoughtyouwouldbe

stranglingmerightnow."

"HavingJadetaughtmehowtochoosemybattles."

LeanoddedthenwalkedoutasSeneoansweredher



phone.

"Moitoi,Idon'twanttofighttoday."

"Iam notcallingtofightwithyou.Iam justtelling

youthatthepolicecalled.Mymotherislate.

Apparentlyshekilledherself.Theycametoquestion

me."

"Ok.Iam sorryaboutyourmother."

"Itoldthepoliceeverything.Theywereasking

questions."

"Ok."

"Yes,Imadethem listentothephonecallyouandI

had."

"Whatphonecall?"

"Whereyousaidyouwantedtohurtmymother."

"Why?Youwantthem tothinkIkilledher?"

"Iam justhelpingyou.Letthem clearyouandfocus

ontherealmatter."

"WowMoitoi.Allthisbecauseofwhat?Ryan?"



"Ifyoudidn'tdoanythingtoher,whyareyouso

worried?"

Seneoslowlyshookherhead."Whywouldyou

recordthat?"

"Myphonejustrecords."

"Thentomakethepolicelisten?Whyareyoudoing

thisMoi?"

"Seneo,ifyoudidn'tdoanythingthenyouhave

nothingtoworryabout.Bye."

Moitoihungup.Seneolookedatherbabythen

lookedupblinkingawayhertears.

***

MoitoismiledopeningthedoorforCliff.Hekissed

herhardsqueezingherbutt.Moitoisteppedback.

"Areyoudrunk?"

Hesmiledather."DoIlookdrink?"

"Icansmellalcoholalloveryou."



"Ihadoneroundwithmycolleagues."

Hekissedheragain,thistimetakingoffherdress.

Hepickedherupandplacedheronthecouch.

.

Afterthesteamysession,Moitoiputonhist-shirt

andwalkedtothekitchenwhereshedishedforthem

andwentbackwiththeplatesinthesittingroom.

Cliffputonhispantsthekissedher.

"Whatdidthepolicewant?"

"Mamakilledherself."

"Isn'tyourmotherinjail?"

"Shewasreleasedthenshekilledherself."

"Guilt?"

Moitoishookherhead."Sheleftaletter.Shesaidhe

killedherselfbecauseshewasscaredMoitoiwas

comingforher.Seneohadthreatenedherlife."

"Thereisnoonewhowillkillthemselvesbecause

theyfearanotherpersonbabe,they'dratherflee."

"Youdon'tknowSeneo...She'salwaysbeenthetype



toholdgrudges."

"Evenifso,it'snotherfaultthatyourmotherkilled

herself.Shemusthavedoneitbecauseofguilt."

"Idon'tknow."

"WhydoesitsoundlikeyouareblamingSeneo?"

"Ifshedidn'tthreatenmymothershewouldn'thave

killedherself."

"Seneodidn'tholdaguntoyourmother'sheadand

forcehertokillherself.Andifshethreatenedher,

shehaseveryrightto."

"Kantekeng?WhyareyoudefendingSeneoso

much?"

"Areyouserious?"

Moitoisighedthencontinuedeating.Cliffchuckled

withdisbelief.

"Am Inotsupposedtohaveanopinion?"

"Let'sleaveit."

"What'swrongwithyou?It'slikethisisnottheSeneo

youalwaystalkabout.Whatchanged?"



"Nothing.IthinkIam justcaughtindisbelief."

Cliffpulledhercloser."Iam herebutyouneedto

stopthinkingnegativelyaboutyourcousin.Likeyou

toldme,youonlygoteachother."

Moitoismilednodding."Youareright."

"Iam."

Cliff'sphonerang,hereachedforit,cutthecalland

startedeatingwhileMoitoistaredcuriously.

***

Seneolaidthebabytorestthenwalkedtothesitting

room astheacarhootedoutside.Herphone

vibratedthenshesmiledpressingthegateremote.

Kgotsowalkedinthehousesecondslater.

"Hey..."

Seneolookedattheringonhisfinger."Iam so

happyforyou.Iam sorryabout-"

"It'sok.Iwonderhowshedidn'trecognizeme."



"Shedidbutshewouldn'tsayit."

Thegateopenedthenacardrovein.Kgotsosat

down.

"TodayisthedayIam meetingthemysteriousman.

Iam goingtositrighthereandwait."

Themaindooropenedandhewalkedin.Kgotso

turnedanddroppedhisjawstaringatthemysterious

man.

.

.

.
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KgotsoturnedbacktoSeneoinshockthenturned

backtothedoor.Heopenedhismouthandclosedit,

Seneostoodupashermanwalkedoverandkissed

herhandinghersomechocolatesandabouquetof

roses.

“Isshesleepingalready?”

“Yes.Don’twakeherup.”

“Ok,Iam goingtotakeabath.”

Seneonoddedashewalkedawaythensheturned

backtoKgotso.

“Soweareallfoolstoyou?”

Seneosmiled.“No.”

“NoNeo,allalongIhavebeengoingonandonabout

youtellingRyanabouthisdaughterwhenhe

knows?”



Seneoshrugged.“Iam sorry?”

“Howlonghasthisbeengoingon?”

“SincethattimeIfoundoutIwaspregnant.He

alreadyknewbecauseheknewwhathedid.”

“Nowonderthehappiness.NowIseewhyIhadto

playyourboyfriend.Ican’tbelivethis,youmakeus

looklikeliarsnow.”

“Iwanttokeeptherelationshipprivateatthe

moment.AlotisgoingonandRyanandIarenot

goingtoexposeourdaughtertothismess.”

“Youlovehim don’tyou?”

Seneosmiled.“He…Imorethanjustlovehim Kgotso.

Thismanhasmeinanentanglement,inashort

periodoftimeIhavefallensodeepinlovethatI

don’tseemyselfwithouthim.Hetooknowshowto

loveawomanright,myrelationshipwilldigustalot

andalotwilldisagreebutIchoosetobehappy.”

Kgotsolookedathersmiling.“Nowonderyouare

thickthesedays.”

Seneolaughed.“Kehappinessngwadame!Thisman



makesmehappy,Iam notgoingtogoaround

pretendinghedoesn’t.PretendingIdon’tlovehim.

KanawhenhefoundoutIwaspregnant,youshould

haveseenhim.Thisboycouldhavewenttoheaven

tojusttellGodandcomeback.Nnarrakeajolaand

babydaddyistheloveofmylifesop;lease,go.You

knowhedoesn’tlikeyou.”

Kgotsolaughed.“Mxm,Iam going.”

“Bye!”

Kgotsowalkedoutshakinghishead,hewalkedback

inandlookedatSeneoagainthenlaughedfinally

goingtohiscar.Seneoopenedthegateforhim then

hedroveout.Shewalkedtothebedroom andwaited

seatingonthebed.Hisphonevibratedfrom thebed,

shelookedatitthengrabbeditandunlockedwith

herfingerprint.Sheopenedthemessagefrom Ava.

Ava:Hey,Iam settlingwell,Ilovetheromanticset

upandnowIam waiting.

SeneoopenedthepictureAvahadsent,itwasa

romanticsetup.Ryanwalkedoutfrom thebathroom,

atowelonhiswaist.



“Ishegone?”

Shelookedathim breathingheavily.“Who’sAva?

Shejustsaidsheiswaiting.Whatisshewaitingfor

Ryan?”

“AvaisKabo’sgirlfriend.Ihadtotakehertothe

hotel,Kabodidsomethingniceforhersosheis

waitingforhim there.YoucancallAvaifyiudon’t

believeme.”

Seneolookedatthephoneanditseemedlikethey

nevertalked.Shetookadeepbreathandputthe

phonedown.

“It’sok.”

“Callher.Youwon’tlookinsecurejustbecauseyou

wanttomakesureyouarenotbeingplayed.Idon’t

mind.Callher.”

“Noit’sfine,Ibelieveyou.Iam sorry.”

Ryankissedhertakingthephonefrom herandputit

aside.“Ihavenothingtohide,Iam happy.Gape

cheatingifyoudon’tknowdelayssuccess.Weare

goingspendtimefightingandarguinginsteadof



buildingourfuturetogether.Insteadofstartingto

buildourchildren’slegacy.Iwanttobethemanyou

needandwant,Iwillnotlaythefoundationofthis

relationshipwithliesandsecrets.”

“Iknow,Iwasjustmakingsure.”

Ryanlaidherdownkissingher.“Whatdidhewant?”

“Hewascheckingonme.Heisharmless.”

“Ijustdon’tlikehim,helaidhishandsonyou.”

“Andyoupunchedthepoorguy,helostatooth,you

shouldmakepeace.”

Ryankissedheragainandgotontopofher

exsertingsomeofhisweightonher.Seneo

whimperedthenheraisedhimselflightlykissingher

harder.Hislipstoherneckasshemoanedsoftly

thenhekissedherlipsagainasherdressrode

furtherup.Ryanpulledoutherpantiesandtookhis

dickrunningitonherslipperyfolds.Seneomoved

herwaistbeneathhim moaning.

“Ryan…”

Hepickedonlegandplaceditonhisshoulderthen



slowlysankin.Withslowdeepstrokes,hemade

lovetoherwhisperingsweetnothingstoher,

gruntinginherearandcaressingherbody.Their

bodiessyncedastheychasedthepleasure,skinon

skin,breathingoneachother.Heslidoutandburied

hisheadbetweenherlegs.Seneorolledhereyesto

thebackwhilehedroveherinsane.Hertoescurled

asshepulledthesheets.Ryangotupandslidin

throughherwetnesshittingrockbottom.Her

musclestightenedashemovedhiswaist.Seneo

sankhernailsonhisbackmoaninglouuderashis

dicktappedallrightfulcorners.

Helookedrightinhereyesasthepleasurewrecked

her,herdrilledherharderwatchingherloseit.He

continuedhittingthatspotdeepinsideher,her

wholebodystiffenedassheturnedhereyeslikea

possessedbeing.Sheopenedhermouthwide

openedgaspingashefuckedherharder.Ryan

slippedoutandquicklyturnedherthenpushedback

inagainandbangedher.Seneoscreamedintothe

pillowsquirting.

“Ahhhh!FuckIloveyou!”Ryangroanedgivingher



onelastthrustandstilledinsideherashisdickspurt

outhiscum.Heremainedlikethatforacoupleof

secondsthenslowlyslidoutlayingbesideher.He

pulledherinhisarmsandkissedherforehead.

Feelingweak,Seneoremainedstilltillherbreathing

returnedtonormal.Shefinallyraisedherheadand

lookedathim.Ryankissedherslightlyopenlips.

“Iam hungry.”

Seneoputherhandoverhischestyawning.“Thereis

foodinthemicrowave.”

Exhausted,Ryanclosedhiseyes.“Idon’twanttoeat

thenanny’sfood.”

“Let’sgoandcook.”

Theybothremainedstillfallingasleep.

***

Laterthatnight,Kaboopenedthehotelroom and

walkedin.HelookedatAvasleepinginhersexy

blacknightdressthensatonthebedstressed.He



lookedatherface,shedidn’tlooklikeshewas10

yearsolderthanhim.Heshookherwakingherup.

Avaopenedhereyesandlookedathim thensmiled.

“Heey…youarehere.”

“Iam sorry.”

“It’sfine.Youarehereandthat’swhatmatters.”

Hetuckedherblackhairbeneathherairexposing

herbeautifulface.“Iloveyou.”

Shesatonhim straddlinghim.“Iloveyoutoo.”

“Iam nottheperfectman.Imakemistakes,

sometimesIam scaredthatmymistakesare

unforgivable.”

“Lifeislearningandwelearnfrom ourmistakes.I

lovenonetheless.”

Hekissedhersoftlipsthentookouttheringhehad

hadforawhile.Ava’sheartskippedasshelookedat

theringglitteringinthedim room.

“Idon’tknowwhatIam doingbutIwanttodoitwith

you.IloveyouandIwanttomarryyou.Iwantto

spendtherestofmylifewithyou.”



Avatearfullynoddedasheslippedtheringonher

finger.Atearrolleddownhercheek.

“Kabo…”

“Iloveyou.”

Shehuggedhim tightly.“Iloveyoutoo.Iloveyouso

much.”

Kaboclosedhiseyesbreathinginherscentthenhe

laidherdownandtheycuddled.

“Ican’twaitforthewedding.”

“Metoo.”

“Iam goingtowearthatthingthatmarriedwomen

wear.”

Kabochuckled.“Youwillandyouwilllookbeautiful.”

“Whenareyoutellingyourfamily?”

“Ryanisonit.”

Shesmiledandkissedhim.“Iam sohappy.”

“Whatdidyouwanttotellme?”

“Weareexpecting!”



Kabosmiled.“Really.”

“Yes.”

“Yes!”

Avalaughed.Therewasthatlookshenewshewas

goingtosee.Italwayspleasedhim toseehim that

happy.

***

Intheearlyhoursofmorning,unabletosleep,Moitoi

scrolledthroughherfacebook.Shestoppedcoming

acrossapictureofamansleepingfacingaway

from thecamerawithSeneo’sfootonhisback.She

zoomedinthetattooandrolledhereyeszooming

outthenscrolledthroughSeneo’stimeline.She

postedherselfmoreandhercar.Moitoichuckled

annoyed.Shescreenshortedthepictureoftheman

andforwardedittoTshegoonwhatsapp.

Moitoi:Gatwemyrideordie.

Online,Tshegoopenedthemessagethenreplied.



Tshego:Whoisthat?

Moitoi:Seneo’sboyfriend.

Tshego:Andthattattoolikeheisathug?

Moitoi:Imethim,hedoesn’tlooklikeathugbut

rathergay.Somethingisoffabouthim.

Tshego:Sheisdatingagayman?

Moitoi:Seemedlikeit,heisgoingtocheatwith

sisterEric.

Tshego:Lol,justleaveit.

Moitoi:Herkarmaiscoming.Canyoubelieveit?

Seneohasforgottenwhoalwayshadherback,the

personwhowasalwaystohelp.Thatpersonisme

butit’slikeshehasforgottencompletely.Ihatethat

girl.”

Tshego:Herdayiscomingandsoon.

Moitoi:Eversinceshegotthattrustfund,she

doesn’tknowus.Ican’twaitforhertorunoutof

moneyandcomerunningforhelpbutherkarmahas

arrived.Iam ellingyou,shedidsomethingtomama,

shecalledmethatdaytellingmeabouthowshe



wantedtohurtmymother.Shekilledherandstaged

itasmurder.

CliffopenedhiseyesandlookedatMoitoitypingon

herphone.Hesnatchedthephonetoputitawaybut

thenpausedstaringatSeneo’sname.Heread

throughthemessagesthenchuckledshakinghis

head.

“Whatisthis?”

“It’sajoke.”

“Youarelying,whydoyouhateher?”

“Idon’t.”

“Youfeelthreatened?”

“No.”

“Thenwhydoyouhatehersomuch?Tellmewhat

shedidforyoutoyouhateher.Iwouldliketoknow.”

.

.

.
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Moitoiblinkedstaringathim whilehewaitedforher

explanation.

"What'sgoingonwithyou?Thisisnotyou.Isthis

thesamecousinwhom yousaidwasyoursister.

Thatyoutooweresocloseyouweremorethanjust

cousins.Isshethesameperson?Moitoiisshethe

sameperson?Ithoughtyoutwoweretightitorwas

itjustanact?"

"No.IloveSeneobutshehashurtme.Shesaid

meanrudethingstomewhenItriedcorrectingher

likeabigsisterwould.Iwishnothingbutthebeston

herandshehurtmyfeelings."

"Ok,sowhat'smaturebetweenbadmouthingher

behindherbackorjustfacingherandmakingher

seewheresheiswrong?"

Moitoiblinkedtearfully."Sheistooproud.Shewon't



listentome."

"Moitoithisisyouryoungersister.Siblingsfightall

thetimeandtheyalwaysmakeup.Sometimes

you'vegottobethebiggerperson.Iam happyyou

aretalkingtoyouroldersisterbutatthesametimeI

am disappointedthatyouhaveunitedallbecauseof

yourhateonSeneo.Youhaveturnedyourbackon

heryetyouaresisters.Igetyoumaybeupset

becauseshewasrudetoyoubutdon'tletthatanger

changewhoyouare.BabeIknowyouandIknow

thereisnoonewholovesSeneomorethanyou.

Don'tbethisperson.Thispersonisnotyou."

Atearrandownhercheek.Cliffsighedthenouther

phonedownandhuggedher.

"Youaregoingtocallherandyoutwoaregoingto

talkaboutit.Youtwoarematurehumanbeingswho

cantalklikeadults."

"Iwillcallher."

"That'smygirl."



***

Hourslaterinthemorning,Seneofinisheddressing

thensheputonherheels.Ryansmiledstaringather.

"Youlookbeautiful."

Shesmiled."Thankyou.Iam soscared."

"Iam here,wearegoingtogether.Nothingisgoing

tohappen.Kaboisgoingtomeetusthere."

Shetookadeepbreath."Ok."

"Leacalledme."

Seneosmiled."Iknow.Shewassoscaredwhenshe

toldme.SheexpectedmetostrangleherwhichI

wouldhavedoneifreallyyoudidn'tknow."

"Shewaslookingoutforyou.Sheeventoldmehow

muchwearemeanttobe.Obrieniscomingtoday."

Seneolaughed."Hemustbeexcited."

"Heis.Hewantstoseethebaby.Let'sgo."

Ryanputhishandonherwaistandwalkedoutwith



heransweringhisphone.

"Yah?"

"Wehaveanemergencysurgerythatneedstobe

performedRyan.Weneedyouatthehospital.Itwas

acaraccident,atruckcollidingintoafullcombi.A

smallcargotinvolvedtoo,thefemaleinthecar

needsthesurgery."

"What?"

"Yes.Youaretheonlyonewe'vegot,Dr.Rajisfar

andcanonlyarriveintwohours,thispatienthasonly

thirtyminutes.RyanIneedyouhere,Ican'tperform

asurgery.Notafterwhathappenedthelasttime.

AndIam attendingtootherpatientsincritical

conditions."

"Fuck!"

"Please.Youknowweonlygotyou.Alotofpeople

mightdietoday.Thetruckhadworkersand...Iam

tryingtokeepcalm.Weneedyou.Pleasecome.It's

chaotichere.TheERteam aretryingtheirlevelbest,

weneedyou."



"Iam coming."

"Thankyou.Wearegettingthepatientreadyfor

you."

RyanhungupandlookedatSeneo."Iam sorry

babe."

"It'sok,goandsavelives.IwillmeetKabothere."

"Willyoubefine?"

Shekissedhim."Iwillbefineloverboy.Goanddo

whatyouarebestat."

"Ok.Iloveyou.Don'tpanicwhenyougetthere,

followKabo'sinstructions.Iloveyou."

Seneosmiledthenwatchedhim getinhiscarand

driveoff.

***

Atthehospital,Ryanrushedinandwentstraightto

wherehewasneeded.Hepreppedhimselfand

walkedinsidethetheater.Hiscolleaguelookedat



him.

"ThankGod,Ihavetoattendtoanotherpatient.

Someonetakehim throughwhatwearedealing

with."

Shewalkedoutasanursequicklyexplainedthe

situation.Ryanwalkedovertothepatientthen

lookedather.Hisheartskippedashiseyesfellon

hissister.

"It'smysister."

Everyonelookedathim.Hesighed."Let'sgettoit..

let'sstoptheinternalbleedingfirst."

***

Seneoparkedhercarthenwalkedovertowhere

Kabowasstanding.Helookedatherwithasmile

thatmadeherlaugh.

"Hey..."

"Mrs.Mfetane."



Sheblushed."Am Igoingtojail?"

"Nope.Theyhavenothing.Shekilledherselfand

that'sthat's.Timeofdeathswillproveitwasnotyou.

Rightnowthelastthingtheywanttodoistobring

attentiononthisdeadwomanbecausetheyare

tryingtoquicklycorrectthemistaketheymadewith

Rea'scase.Theywantitalltodiedown.Theyare

goingtogoafterthepeopleWinnielistedandweare

goingIsubmittheevidenceyougot.Ready?"

Shesmiledfeelingreassuredandnodded."Yes."

"That'smygirl."

"LetRyanhearyousaythat."

"Ican'tbelieveyouaresecretwoman.AllalongI

wonderedwhoitmightbeanditwasyou."

Seneoshruggedwithasmile.

"Youbothplayedus,let'sgoin."

Heheldherhandandledherinside.

***



Katlogotinsideethebuswithherbasket.

"CooltimeP2.00bagolo,chocolatesP1.00.NikNaks

P1.00.It'shot,getyourselfcooltime!Kenale

manoko,(Ihavenuts.)P5.00."

Apregnantladycalledherover."Manoko.(Nuts.)"

"Eemma."

Katlohandedheronepacketthengothermoney.

Shesoldafewmorepacketsthensteppedoutofthe

busgoingundertheharshsun.Shewalkedto

anotherbusandsoldabitbeforesteppingout.Her

phonevibratedfrom herbra.

"Hello?"

"Whereareyou?"

"Attherank."

"Iknowbutwhere?"

Shelookedaroundandsawhim standingadistance

from him dressedsmartlyinsimplejeansandat-

shirt.Helookedsogoodshelookeddownatherself

wonderingwhyshedidn'twearthenewjeans.



"Katlo?"

Heturnedthentheireyesmet.Hehungupand

walkedoverwhileshetriedfixingherselfthough

therewasnothingshecoulddo.Hesmiledmelting

hercompletely,whatasmile!

"Hey..."

Shelookeddownshyly."Hi."

Oabonatiltedherchinndleanedoverkissingherin

themiddleoftherank.Katloputherhandonhis

chestlookingdown

"Peoplearestaring."

"So?Letthem stare."

Shegiggled.Oabonatookherbasket."Iwillbuy

everything.Let'sgo.WhereisZoe?"

"Sheisathomewithmama."

"Ok,let'sgo."

Katlowalkedafterhim thengotinhiscar.Helooked

atherdoek.

"Didyoudoyourhair?"



"Yes."

"Letmesee."

KatlotookoffthedoekexposingthecurlyBob

weavethatlookedasifitwaswet.Hesmiled.

"Iloveit.Youlookbeautiful."

"IworeadoekbecauseIdon'twanttoruinit."

"It'sok."

Hestartedthecaranddroveaway.Hestoppedthe

caratthestopsignthengrabbedthepizzaatthe

backandhandedittohertogetherwithakingcan

ofcoke.

"Thankyou."

Oabonalookedathernotsureifhewasgoingtoget

usedtothatfaceorthatvoice.Italwaysseemedto

dosomethingtohim.

"Whatdoyouwanttolistento?"

"Ahhanything."

"Ok."



"Ihopeyourmom won'tmindbabysittingtonight

andtomorrow.Iam returningyouthedayafter

tomorrow."

Katlopausedeatingandlookedathim."What?'

"Youheardme."

"Wherearewegoing?"

"Kasane."

"BonaIcan'tbegonefortwonightsinaroll.Ihave

togototherankandandsell.Iam tryingtosave

moneytogobacktostartabusiness."

"It'sonlytwonights.Iwillbuywhateveryouwere

goingtosell."

"Behonestwithme.Youwanttofuck?Isthatit?"

"No.Iwanttoloveyou.That'sit."

Katlo'slipstrembled.Sheputthesliceofpizzaback

inthebox."Iam...Idon'tthinkyou...I-"

"Youarenotperfect.Iam nottoo.Ifuckedupinthe

pastandIgothurt.Ipromisedmyselfthenext

womanIlove,Iam goingtogivehermyallthatshe



won'tlackanything.Iam goingtogiveittoyou.All

ofit,letmeloveyouthewayyoudeservetobe

loved."

Awarm tearrandownhercheek.Oabonastopped

thecaratthesideoftheroadandkissedher.

"Thisisourchapter,Iam goingforitwitheverything

Ihave.Iam goingtoloveyoulikeneverbefore.Do

youhearme?"

Shenodded.

"Good.Now,callyourmother."

Shetookherphoneanddialedhermother.

"Katlo..."

"Mama,I..Iam goingtoKasane.Iam comingback

intwodays.PleasetakecareofZoeforme."

"Ok.Pleasedon'tgetpregnant.Thingsarealready

hardforyou.Anotherbabywillmakethingseven

harderforyou."

"Eemma."

Thecallcutduetoinsufficientfunds.Katloouther



phonedownthenOabonasmiledandplayedasong

drivingtotheairport.

***

Atthehospital,Ryantookadeepbreathwalkingout

ofthetheaterandsatdown.Astudentdoctor

walkedsecondslater.

"YouarereallygoodatwhatyoudoDr.Mfetane."

Ryanlookedather."Nexttimedon'thesitateinthere.

Themomentyouhesitate,asecondiswastedand

thatmeansthepatientdies.Whenyouhavea

differentsuggestionoropinion,yousayit.Thisreal

stuff,notthetextbook.Ourgoalistosavelives.

That'swhatweareherefor.Sometimesyou'vegot

togowithyourinstinct."

Thestudentnoddedthehestoodupandwalked

awaytakingouthisphone.Itrangassoonashe

switchediton.

"Hello?"



"Ryan,Igotaphonecallfrom yourhospital.Howis

Kagi?Haveyouseenher?"

"Yes.Sheiscurrentlystable,Ican'tpromiseyou

anythingbutrightnowsheisstable."

"Iam coming."

"Ok."

"Areyouok?"

"Yes.Iam fine."

Anurserushedtohim."Dr.Mfetane,youare

needed."

"Mama,Ihavetogo."

"Ok.Bye."

Hefollowedthenurse.

*

MeanwhileinintheICU,themachinesonKagiso

startedbeepingfrantically.Astudentdoctor



monitoringthepatientpanickedasanursewalkedin.

"PleasegetmeDr.Mfetane!Oranyattending!"

Helookedatthepatient'sBPdecreasethenhe

startedwiththechestcompressionsbreathing

heavily.

.

.

.

Don'tforgettolikeandcomment,silentreader's

don'tbequiet
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Seneosmiledwalkingoutofthepoliceofficerwith

Kabo.Shehappilyhuggedhim.

“Youknowyourjob!”

Helaughed.“Thanks.Youareafreewoman.”

Seneosteppedback.“Ican’tbelieveMoitoitriedto

pinmedowntohermother’sdeath.”

“Istilldon’tunderstand.Aren’tyouguysclose?”

“Weare.Wewere.”

“Whathappened?”

“Iam inarelationshipwithmylatesister’sex,that’s

what’shappening.ShesaidIbetrayedRea.Thingis

thateverytimewegetintoanargument,shealways

hastocomparemetoRea.Thistimearoundshe

tookittoofargoingtoanextendofsayingitshould

havebeenmewhodiedinplaceofRea.”



“Doessheknowthereisachildinvolved?”

“No.ShewillexplodeifItellher.”

“ShehaseveryrighttonotbehappybutusingReain

argumentsisalowblow.”

“ItoldherwheretogetoffandIfeelsoguilty.”

“Youcan’tfeelguiltyorbeingtiredofbullshit.

Doesn’tmatterifit’syoursisterorcousin.”

Seneosmiled.“HowisAva?”

“What’sgoingonhere?”

Seneoturnedtoaladywalkingoverbreathing

heavilythenletgoofKabo’shand.

“Kabowhoisthis?”

“OupathisisSeneo,Ryan’sgirlfriend.”

“Youwantmetobelievethat?Isawyouhuggingher!

Yousaidyouweregoingtowork,isthiswork?”

“Sheisaclient.”

Oupalaughed.“Didn’tyoujustsaysheisRyan’s

girlfriend?DoIlookstupidtoyou?Iknewyouwere



cheating.”

“Babecomeon…youcanevenaskher.”

Oupatearfullyshookherhead.“Iknewit!”

Herfriendcameinfrom behind.“Oupa,canyoulet

him explain…”

“No,KaboischeatingandIam notgoingtogivehim

achancetolietome.Iam donewiththis

relationship.YoumakemefeelasifIam insecure

whenyouareactuallycheating.Isawthewayyou

huggedher.Youdon’thugyourbrother’sgirlfriend

likethat.”

“Fine,let’scallRyanthen.”

“Iam notcallingRyanandIam leavingyou.Iwillnot

drivemyselfmadlikethis.”

Sheturnedandwalkedaway.Herfriendlookedat

them them thenranafterher.

“Whoisthat?”

Kabosighed.“Longstory.Ihavetogo.”

“Thankyou.”



Henoddedwithasmile.Seneowalkedtohercar

dialingRyanbuthisphonewasoff.Shegotinher

carthenherphonestartedringing.Shesighed.

“Hello?”

“Seneo,whatdoIhearaboutyousleepingwithRea’s

boyfriend.”

“Mama,Rea-“

MmagweJuniorcuthershort.“Youshouldfeel

ashamedofyourself.Howdoyousleepatnight

knowingyouarebetrayingyoursister?”

“Wedon’tchoosewhowelove.”

“Wedon’tbutyoucontrolyourself.Doesn’titfeel

wrongtoyou?”

“Ilovehim.”

“Youlovehim?Howdoyouloveamanwhoisnot

yours?”

“Idon’tknowbutIlovehim somuch.”

“Iwillneverapproveofthisrelationship!IfReahad

beeninyourplace,shewouldhaveneverdoneit.



Youarebetrayingyoursisterandyoudon’tfind

anythingwrongwithit.HavedecencySeneo!“

“Youdon’tunderstand-“

“Iunderstandperfectly!YouwanttoshadowRea’s

lifebutit’swrong.Youcan’twanttoliveRea’slife

becauseyouarenotRea.”

“Iam nottryingtoliveRea’slife.”

“Youare,youaretryingtoliveherlife,youchoseher

professionandasmuchasyoutrytojustifyyourself,

youchoseyorucareerbecauseReawantedthat

career.Nowyouareevendatingherman,sayingyou

lovehim whenyouknowhowmuchRealovedthat

man.Howdoyoulookatyourselfonthemirror

knowingwhatyouaredoing?Doesthebetrayal

makeyoufeelgoodormaybeyoualwayswanted

him evenwhenhewaswithyoursister?”

“That’snottrue.IfIcouldchoosewhoyoutoloveI

wouldnevergoforhim.”

“Youwouldchoosehim becauseyousobadlywant

tobeRea.Iam nevergoingtoapproveofthat

relationshipnomatterwhat.Yourunclewillsupport



ittoo.Iam notgoingtostandandsupportyou

betrayyoursister.IfyouchooseRyanthenforget

us.”

“Mama…”

“Youheardme.Ifyouchoosetobetrayyoursister

thenneversetyourfootinmyhouse.Youhavetruly

disappointedmeSeneo.Youhavehurtme.”

“Youcan’tmakemechoosebetweenthemanIlove

andmyfamily.”

“IcanandIwill.Bye.”

MmagweJuniorhungup.Seneoswallowedhard

tryingtoholdhertears.Shelookedupthenblinked

them awayandcalledMoitoi.

“WhatdoyouwantSeneo?”

“SoyouwentandbrainwashedmmagweJunior?”

“Ididn’tdoanything.Ijusttoldherwhatyoudid,if

youcan’tlistentomeatleastlistentotheperson

whoisolderthanyou.”

“Ithoughtyouhadmyback.”



“IwillnotbetrayRealikethis.”

“TheonlywrongIcommitedistolovehim.Ididn’t

chooseto.Itjusthappened.Ineverlustedovermy

sister’sboyfriendwhenshewasalive.Irespected

ReaandIstilldo.”

“ThenwhydidyousleepwithRyan?Youarealiar.”

“MoitoiIam yoursister.”

“Youareasnake.Whatkindofsisterhoodisthis

whereyoubreakthesistercode?Koorethesedays

youaresofullofyourself,youdon'tevenlistento

anyone.Themoneyisgettingtoyoirhadisn'tit?”

"IguessnothingIam goingtosaywillchangeyour

mind,youarechoosingtohatemejustbecauseIfell

inlovewithRyan?"

"IhatethisnewSeneoandnothingwillchangethat

becauseyouareabackstabbingwhore."

Seneohungupthentookadeepbreathandblocked

Moitoi’snumber.ShewenttoMmagweJunior’s

contactandsentheralongmessagebefore

blockinghernumbertoo.Shetooadeepbreathand



drovetowork.

***

Ryan’smotherwalkedinsideKagiso’sroom and

sighedstaringatherdaughterconnectedto

machineswhilethemonitorbeepedsteadily.Her

husbandwalkedinbehindherandtheybothlooked

atthebandagesinherhead.

Ryanwalkedinwearinghiswhitecourtwithhis

stethoscopeonhisneck.

“Sheisgoingtobefine.Shehadbrainhaemorrhage

whichwasstopped.Sheisgoingtobefine.”

Hisparentslookedathim thenhismotherwalked

overandhuggedher.“Thankyoumyboy…”

“Justdoingmyjob.”

Hisfathersmiledproud.“Iam proudofyou.”

Ryansmiled.“Iwillgiveyousometimewithher.”

Hewalkedoutthenhisfatherwentafterhim.



“Ryan…”

“Papa…”

“Youhavetrulymademeproud.Youarealiving

testimony.Whoknewonedayyouwillbethisbig

machomanyouare.”

Helaughed.“Wellit’sallbecauseofyou.”

“It’stimetogetmarried.”

“IknowbutthereissomethingIneedtotellyou

first.”

“Whatisit?”

“RememberRea?”

“Yes.Thegirlyouoncedatedandtheshepassed

on.”

“Yes.Imethersisteroverayearagoand…Ididn’t

chooseit,itjusthappenedthatIfellinlovewithher.”

“DoessheremindyouofRea?”

“No!Notatall.Theyaretwodifferentpeople.Sheis

sounlikehersister,theydon’tevenhaveanytiny

resemblancetoeachother.Ilovedherforher.”



Hisfathersmiled.“Thenwhat’swrong?Eitherway

longagao,iflet’ssayyouweremarriedtoReathen

shepassedon,hersisterwouldjustreplaceher.”

“Herfamilydoesn’tapprove.”

“Thenitmeanstheyneedtobeconvinced.Wewill

convincethem,areyoureadytomarry?”

“Yesbutthereisanissue.Kabowantstoget

married.”

“Kaboisinarelationship?”

“Yes,withthiswhitewoman.”

“Thatoldwhitewomanyourmothertoldmeabout?”

“Yes.Helovesherandheneedsoursupport.”

“Thatwomanistoooldforhim.”

“Avaisnottooold.”

“Sheisold!Can’thefindhisagemate?”

“Papaplease…”

“Didshefeedhim something?”

Ryanlaughed.“Avaloveshim.Youneedto



understandthatwithorwithoutyourpermissionhe

isgoingtomarryher.Iam goingtosupporthim

becauseIunderstandthatyoudon’tchoosewhom

tolove.Helovesherandthat’sit.It'seitheryou

supportthisandbetherewhenithappensoryou

missout.”

“Yourmotherisgoingtobehurt.Shealwaysthought

hewouldfindagoodgirl.Letmeseeheragain.”

Ryantookouthisphoneandwenttohiswhatsapp

whereheopenedAva’sprofilepictureandshowed

hisfather.

“Shedoesn’tlookthatold.Yourmothersaidshewas

old.”

“Youknowmama.”

Theybothlaughed.“Ok,Iwillletyourunclesknow.”

“IwillgetmarriedafterKabo'swedding.”

“Ok.That’sok."

***



MmagweJuniorfedherbabythentookherphone

andopenedthemessageshehadreceivedfrom

Seneo.

Seneo:it'sfine,ifyouwantmetochoose,Iwill

chooseRyan.Atleasthelovesmeregardlessof

anything.Hisloveisunconditional.Fallingforhim

happenednaturally,justlikeyoufellformyuncle

thoughhewasmarriedandhim toowasmarried.I

havecometorealizethatmoralsandprinciplesonly

workincertainsituationsbecauseitneverworked

whenyousawyourselfhavinganaffairwitha

marriedmanwhileyouyourselfweremarriedneither

didthesemoralsworkwhenMoitoiwasdatinga

marriedmanforyears.Attheendoftheday,Ireally

won'tholdmyselfdownforyoubecauseyouarejust

thewomanwhousedtocareaboutmysisterandI

butneverenoughtogetushelp.Myuncleistheman

wholeftuswithhisabusivewifeandchasedafter

greenerpastures.Mysisterdiedunderhiscareso

whyshouldIcare?Thankyouforeverythingyoudid

formeandRea,Iam surewhereversheis,she

appreciateyou.It'ssadthatwearecuttingtieslike



thisbutitiswhatitis.

Shetookadeepbreaththenputherphonedownand

continuedfeedingherbaby.Shelookedatherphone

againrecallingthetimeswhenReawasstillalive.

Herguiltyconciousgottoher,shehadvowedto

herselftotakecareofSeneolikeherdaughter,was

shefailing?

Shelaidhersleepingbabydownthenreachedfor

herphoneandcalledSeneobutthecalldidn'tgo

through.Shesettledforamessage.

MmagweJunior:Ithinkyoushouldcomehomeand

talkaboutthisinperson.OverthephoneIwon't

understandwhereyouarestandingandneitherwill

youunderstandmyreasoning.Pleasecomehome.

Sheputthephonedownandsighed.

***

InKasanelaterthanday,Katlosmiledstaringatthe

riverfrom thebalconyofthelodge.Oabonawalked



inthenKatloturnedwithasmile.

"It'sbeautifulhere."

"Itis.Youwillseeeverythingproperlytomorrow.

Come,let'sbathandeat."

"Howmuchisthislodge?"

Oabonakissedher."Justenjoythestay.Nexttime

wewillbringZoe.Andmydaughter."

"Youhaveadaughter?"

"Yes.Lorraine.Sheis7yearsold.Shelosther

motherthedayshewasbornandshestayswithmy

mother.IgetherduringholidaysbutIhavebeen

planningonstayingwithherfulltime.Sheisalovely

girl."

Katlonodded."Ok.Ican'twaittomeether."

"Youaregoingtoloveher."

Oabonastoodbehindherandunzippedherdress

theitpooledtothefloor.Atleastshehadonthenew

pantyandbra.Oabonapoppedthebraandtookit

offherbeforeturningheraroundandkissingher.He

slidhishandinsideherpantyandgentlycutledhis



fingeraroundherclit.Hernippleshardened,ithad

beenawhilesincesexandherbodyimmediately

reactedtohistouch.

Oabonatookoffherpantiesandlaidheronthebed

gettingontopofherwhiletakingoffhist-shirt.He

kissedhertakingouthisdickand#removed.

***

Abbywalkedinsidethehouseandlookedather

mothereatingwiththechildren.Hermotherturned

toher.

"ThankGodyouarehere.Iam meetingwiththe

churchladiestoday.Ihavetogo.Youhavetoremain

withthekids."

"WhereisKatlo?"

"Shesaidshewon'tbehomefortwodays."

"Gettingusedbythatrichman?Hedoesn'twanther

justwanttouseherforsex."



"Idon'tknowbutyouareremainingwiththekids."

"Ihavetogosomewhere.Ican'tstayuththekids."

"InevercomplainwhenItakecareofyourchild.You

aregoingtoremainwiththem tillIcomeback.You

finawaytoridiculeyoursistereachtimebutsheis

abetterparentthanyou.Takecareofifthesekids."

Abbyrolledhereyes."Yourfavoritehastobebetter

thananyone.It'sfine."

"Whatfavorite?"

"YouthinkIdon'tknowthatyouloveKatlomorethan

anyoneelse?Iknowsheisyourfavorite."

"Iam notgoingtosithereandlistentoyour

nonsense."Hermotherstoodup,grabbedherbible

andwalkedout.

Abbylookedatthekidsforamomentthinkingofthe

freealcoholshewasprobablygoingtomissouton.

Shewalkedtoherbedroom dialinghersisterbuther

phonewasn'tgoingthrough.Shequicklywhipped

hervaginaforanysmellsthenherampitsbefore

changingintoashortdressandheels.Shequickly



didhermakeupthenpickedherhandbagwalkingout

oftheroom asherphonerang.

"Iam atthegate."

"Iam coming."

Theylookedatthekidsonelasttimethenwalked

outlockingbehindherandoutthekeysunderabrick.

Shecalledhrmotherwalkingtothecar.

"Whatisit?"

"Iam going.Thekeysareunderabrick."

"Didyoutakeyourchild?"

"What?"

"Takeyourdaughter,yourclothesandgopeacefully.

Ifyouleavethosekidsalone,leaveforgoodbuttake

everythingthatbelongstoyouwith.Iam onmyway

backhome,theonlychildIwanttofindisZoe."

"Areyoukickingmeout?"

"YesIam.IgettingifthetaxiandIacomingback

home.Youcan'ttakecareothekidsright?Ican't

takecareofyourchildtoo."



Abbyhungupandlookedaherboyfriendinthecar.

"Hey,Ican'tcomeanymore.Mymom justgot

admittedatthehospitalandIhavetogotoher."

Theboyfriendclockedhistonguethendroveoff.

Angrily,Abbywalkedbackinsidethehouseandwent

toherbedroom whereshebangedthedoorclose.

.

.

.
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Katloateherdinnerwearingawhiterob.Shesipped

onherwineandtookabiteofthesteakinherplate.

Oabonawalkedfrom outsidethensatdown.

“Howisit?”

Shesmiled.“It’sdelicious.Idon’tevenknowthelast

timeIatesuchgoodfood.”

Oabonalookedatherbeautifulsmileandsmiledtoo.

“Thingsareabouttochangenow.”

Hisphonerang.Helookedatthescreen.“It’smy

brother,letmetakethis.”

“Ok.”

Hestoodandwalkedtothebalconyanswering.

Katlofinishedeatingthenpouredherselfanother

glassofwinestaringatOabonatalkingonthephone.

Sheblushedthinkingofhowhehadhandledher



bodyawhileback.Shetookherphonefrom the

chargerthenswitcheditontocheckforany

messagesbuttherewasnothing.Oabonawalked

overandkissedher.

“Iam switchingoffmyphone.”

“Wait,canIcallmymotherandcheckonZoe?Idon’t

haveairtime.”

Hehandedhisphonetoher.Katloquicklydialedher

mother’snumberthencalled.

“Hello?”

“Mama,iseverythingok?”

“Yes,Iam inameetingwiththechurchladies.Your

sisterisathomewiththekids.”

Katlofrowned.“Alone?”

“Yes.”

“ButyouknowAbbydoesn’tlikeZoe.”

“Sheisyoursister,shewouldneverdoanythingto

Zoe.”

“ButmamayouknowZoe…sheisgoingtostart



cryingthenAbbyisgoingtogetannoyedandbeat

mydaughterlikelasttimethenleave.Shemaytake

herdaughterandleavemydaughteralone,itwon’t

bethefirsttimeithappens.”

“IfshedoesitthistimearoundIam kickingherout.”

“Youmaykickheroutbutwhatifmydaughtergets

rapedallalone?Kidnappedandworsekilled?”

“KatloIunderstandyourconcernmybabybut-“

AtearrolleddownKatlo’scheck.“Iam sad…Iam

sadbecauseyouleftmydaughterwithawoman

whodoesn’tevenlikeher.Icarryhertotherank

mostdays,notbecauseyoucan’ttakecareofher

butbecauseofAbby.TodayIam farawayandI

don’tevenknowwhat’sgoingonwithmydaughter.

GodknowswhatAbbymustbedoing.”

“Iam goingbackhome.Don’tcry,Iam goingback.”

“Ok.Thankyou.”

Katlohungupwipingawayhertear.

“Soyoursisteroccasionallyabusesyourdaughter?”

“Shedoesn’tlikemydaughterbecauseshesaysmy



daughterfinishesthefoodshewouldhavebought

forherchild.Ican’tcontributemuchathomewhenI

am tryingtosaveforabusiness.”

“Hasyourrelationshipwithyoursisteralwaysbeen

likethis?”

Katloshookherhead.“No.ItturnedlikethisafterI

gavebirthtoObrien.Iwasn’tmyselfandIcouldn’tbe

thereforherwhensheneededme.Wewereonceso

closebutIdestroyedthebond.Ihurtherwithwords

andactions.Idisappointedher.Sheismyolder

sisterbutshefoughtsohardtoseemeprosperand

Ipaidherbackwithnothingbutdisrespect.Ihurther

sobadsoIunderstandwhyshedislikesmethoughI

knowdeepdownshelovesme.”

“ButZoedidn’tdoanythingtoher.”

Katlonodded.“YesbutIdidsomethingtoher.My

daughteristheclosetwaytohurtme.Iknowitwill

taketimebutIwillfixourrelationship.”

Oabonahuggedhertightly.Katlotookadeepbreath

andrelaxedinhisarms.



***

Seneoranonthetreadmillwithherearphonesinher

earjammingtosomeBritneySpearsoldhits.Sweat

randownherbackassherantillshesloweddown

andfinallystopped.Shesteppeddownthentookher

bottleofwateranddrank.Shewenttotheweights

andstartedherworkout.

*

Meanwhileoneofthegym memberswalkedin,his

bagstrappedonhisbagtalkingonthephone.Alady

wavedathim,hegaveherapolienodstillwalking.

“Wewilltalktomorrowinthemorning.”

“Ok,shouldIcometoyouroffices?”

“Yes,bringthebusinessproposalandIwilltakea

lookintoit.”

“Yes!”

“ButIam notpromisinganything.”

“Youlookingintoitisenough.”



“Sure.”

Hehungupandputhisbagdown,hiseyesfallingon

theSeneo.Hisgym matewalkedovertohim.

“Readyfortoday?”

“Ihavebeenseeingthisladyforamonthnow,whois

she?”

“Ohhuhthat’sSeneoIthink.Shehasaboyfriend.”

Bokaoturnedtohismateandlaughed.“So?”

“Sheisgoingtorejectyou.”

BokaoturnedbacktoSeneo,thistimearoundshe

hadonblacktightsandablacksportsvrawithacap

inherhead,asusual.

“Youtriedyourluck?”

Thegym matelookedathim laughing.“Canwedo

whatweareheretodo?”

“Theproblem isyoudon’ttaketimewithyourprey.

Youjustjumpintoitanditwillrun.Sheisbeautiful.”

“Andthatwastheproblem,shewastoobeautifulfor

me.AndafterawhileIwasactuallygladshe



rejectedmebecauseshewasgoingtostressme.

Monnagojolalemonyanaomontlethata(Datinga

girlwhoistoobeautiful)isnotnice,everyonelooks

atherwhensheiswalking,shehaseveryman’s

attention.Everymanthathascomeherealways

turnstolookbecausesheistoobeautiful.Imagine

walkingatthemallwithher,theamountofattention

shewillget.Attheendyouaregoingtoendup

insecure.”

Bokaolaughedthenshookhisheadwalkingoverto

her.

***

Seneotookadeepbreathputtingtheweightsdown

exhausted.

“Ifyouliftthem thewayyouweredoing,youare

boundtogettiredquickly.Yourpostureisallwrong

too.”Hepickedtheweightsanddidtheexactthing

shewasdoingbutmuchmorebetter.



“See…likethis.”

Seeneotookoffherearphonesandsmiled.“What?”

Helaughedputtingtheweightsdown.“SoallalongI

wasspeakingtomyself?”

Sheshylylaughed.“Sorry…”

Hesmiled.“Youdon’tliftweightsthewayyouwere

doing,youwilltireeasilybeforeyoudoanything.You

needtofixyourposture.Standlikethis…”

Seneolookedathim,shehadseenhim acoupleof

times,shetookadeepbreathpullingherself

togetherandfollowedhisinstruction.

“Ok,nowpickyourweights.”

Shepickedherweightswhilehecoachedher.A

whilelatersheputtheweightsdown.

“Wow!”

Hesmiled.“Itoldyou.”

Shegiggled.“Thankyousomuch.”

“Whydon’tyouhaveatrainer?”



“IthoughtIcoulddoitonmyown.”

“Iam goingtoabandonmygym partnerthenwecan

dotogether.Iwillteachyou.What’syourgoal?”

“Iwanttolosebabyfat.”

Boakolookedatherbodyandchuckled.“Youlook

good.”

“IwanttogobacktohowIwasbeforeIwas

pregnant.”

“Ok.Sothisisyourfirstmonth?”

“Yes.”

“Iam Bokao.”

Seneonoddedwithasmilemainghim laugh.

“Youcanintroduceyourselftoo.”

Shechuckled.“Seneo.MynameisSeneo.”

Theychatteddoingamoreexercises.Awhilelater

theybothwalkedoutwiththeirbagsholdingtheir

waterbottles.

“Whereisyourcar?”



Seneounlockedhercar.“There.”

HewalkedwithhertoherAudithenshegotinand

startedhercar.“Thankyou.”

“Let’sexchangenumbers,Iwillsendyouafew

pointersandthedietyoushouldbefollowing.”

Seneosmiled.“Thankyousomuch.Iam also

breastfeedingsoIwantsomethingthatwon’tmake

mestarvemydaughter.”

“Ok,howoldisyourdaughter?”

“Threemonths.”

“Ok.Iwillmakesureitcatersforyou.”

“Thankyou.”

TheyexchangednumbersthenBokaosmiledand

salutedherbeforewalkingtohiswhiteVelar.He

startedtheenginewatchingherdriveoffinherAudi.

Hisphonerangashereversedfrom theparkinglot

anddroveoffheadedtohishouse.

“Yah?”

“Heybaby…IhadtimetothinkaboutusandIwant



tofixthings.Iwaswrong,whatIdidwas

disrespectful.Idon’tnowwhatgottometocheat

butIam sorry.Youcanvisit,Iwillsortoutyourflight

tickets...”

“Idon’tthinkIstillwanttherelationship.Iam done

withyou.Idon’twanttoturnintoamurderer

becauseonedayIam goingtolooseitandkillyou

Lebosoplease…let’sjustendit.”

“Youarebreakingupwithme?”

“Iam settingyoufreetodowhatyouwantbecause

obviouslyIcan’tmakeyouhappy.Ican’tbe

apologizingforyouhurtingme.Ihavetriedtobe

understandingandasmuchasithurtsbecauseI

loveyousomuch,Iam walkingawayfrom the

relationship.Youdon’tcareaboutme.Fiveyears

laterandwearestilldealingwiththesameproblems,

youdon’tevenwanttomovebackheresowestarta

familyeventhoughItoldyouwhatIwant.”

“Iam notreadyformarriage.Youknowhow

importantmycareeristome.Iwon’tgetthesame

opportunitiesthatIam gettingifIam inBotswana.



Netherlandshasalottoofferme,youcanalso

comeandjoinmethissideBakao.Whydoesithave

tobethefemalewhohastocompromise.Iam doing

farbetterthanmostpeopleinBotswanaherein

NetherlandsandIhavejustbeenpromoted.You

don’thavetoalwaysbesmallminded,youhaveto

thinkoutofthebox.Youwillnevergofarinlife

becauseyouhavedecidedtoalwaysworkforlower

standards.TherearenoopportunitiesinBotswana.

TheotherreasonwhyIcheatisbecauseIam lonely,

ifyouareherewithmethenIwontlackanything.”

“Youknowwhat?Thisconversationisawasteof

time.Wearedone!Bye.”

***

Seneoparkedhercarandwalkedinsideherhouse.

Herphonerangasshewalkedtoherbedroom to

takeashower.

“Hey…”



“Hey,Iam stillatthehospital.It’schaotictoday.I

haveasurgeryinafewminutesandIthinkIwillbe

outinawhile.Imightnotcomehometonight.It’sa

messtoday.”

“It’sok,howisKagiso?”

“Shewillbefine.”

“Ok.”

“Iloveyou.”

“Iloveyoutoo.”

Hehungup.Seneoundressedthentookashower

beforegoingtothekitchenwhereshestarted

cooking.AwhilelatershesatdowninfrontoftheTV

eatingwhilewatching.Herphonevibratedthen

reachedforitputtingherplateonherlap.

“Hello?”

“Hey,it’sBokao,IhavesentyoualinkonWhatsApp,

itwilltakeyoutothedietyoucanfollow.”

Seneosmiled.“Thankyou.”

“It’sok.Sowhat’syourdaughter’sname?”



“Jade.”

“AndwhereisJade’sfather?”

“Atwork.”

“Thistime?”

“HeisaDoctor,asurgeon.”

“That’simpressive.”

“Yes.Jadeisluckytohavehim asherfather.”

“HowlonghaveyoubeenwithJade’sfather?”

“Ayear.”

“Youknowwhat?Mfanaoodangerous,(Thisguyis

dangerous,)koorehehadtogetyoupregnant!”

Seneolaughed.“Watsenwawena.(Youarecrazy.)”

“Akeremmeyouarenotmarriedtohim?Thereisa

stillachance.”

Seneolaughedharder.“Youareinsane.”

“Whatareyoulookingforinaman?Iam notsaying

describerragweJadebutwhatexactlyareyou

lookingforinaman?”



“Aresponsibleman,amanwhoisincontrol,aman

whoisfaithful,whoisnotscaredtostandupfor

whathebelievesin,amanwhoisreliable.Aman

whocanlovemeregardlessofmyflawsbecauseI

am notprefect.”

“Andwhatareyourfearsinarelationship?”

“Meetinganirresponsiblemanwithnobackbone.In

general,aweakman.”

“Whatisthedealbreakerintherelationship?”

“Cheatingandabuse.Whataboutyou?”

“Iam lookingforsomeonewhocancommittoour

relationship.Anindependentwomanwhocanthink

forherself.Iam abovealllookingforafaithful

womanwhoistruthful.Mypreviousrelationshipwas

filledwithnothingbutliesandtriedtobetheperfect

boyfriendbutthemomentyoukeepforgiving

cheatingandlies,themoreitgetsworse.IthinkI

haveaproblem andmyproblem isthatIfallinlove

tooquicklythenIlovethehardest.”

“No,that’snotaproblem.It’sjustthatyouhaven’t

mettheonewhodeserveyourlove.Ithappens.I



haveafriendofmine.Sheisreallynicebutshehas

troublefindingtherightfulmanforherself.CanI

hookyouup?Sheisanicewoman,andsheis

beautiful.”

Bokaochuckled.“Ok,it’sfine.”

“Iwillgiveheryournumber.Iwilltellheryouarea

goodfriendofmine.”

“ThankyouMrs.Matchmaker.Sowhatdoyoudo

foraliving?”

Seneoputherplatedownandlaiddownonthe

couch,eyesontheTV.“Iam anurseatMarina.

You?”

“IownBKproperties.”

“Oh!Iknowyourcompany.”

“Iam gladIam goingfar.IfeellikeIneedtogivea

minispeech.”

Shelaughed.“Youarecrazy.Bytheway,areyoua

personaltraineratthegym?”

“No.Iam justamemberlikeyou.”



“Thenhowdoyouknowallthat?”

“Iam gym person,Iknoweverything.Expectyour

diet,Iwentontheinternetforthat.”

Theybothlaughed.“AndhereIthoughtyouwereall

that?”

“Ngng,Iam allthat.Don’ttakeawaymypointslike

that.”

Seneogotupandtookherplatetothekitchen

laughingonthephone.Awhilelatershewentto

Jade’sroom andtookherfrom hercoatwhispering

onthephone.Bokaocrackedajokethenshe

laughedstartlingJadefrom hersleep.Shepressed

herlipstogetherthenherdaughterslowlyfellasleep

again.Seneolaidherinthecoatbedinherroom

thentookoffherdressandlaidonthebednude.

“Youarelyingnow.”

“Iam tellingyou.Isawthatghostfacetoface.I

stoppedthecarthenhegotinitattheback,minutes

laterIlookback,andheisgone.”

“Whatdidyoudoafterthat?”



“Ispedhome.FormonthsIwasmessedupandtill

today,Idon’tgiveliftstostrangers.Nomatterhow

desperateyoumaylook,Iam notstoppingthecar.”

Seneochuckled.“Iwouldn’ttoo.ButIam suspecting

youarelying.”

Helaughed.“Iam tellingyouthetruth.Myaunt

knowsaboutthis.WhenIgothome,shewasthe

firstpersonItold.”

“Whereareyourparents?”

“Theyarelate.Iwasraisedbymyauntanduncle.

Twolovelypeoplewholovedmeandmysiblingslike

theirown.Didn’tmatterifwewerefour.”

“Whathappenedtothem?”

“Mymotherpassedonbecauseofcancer,myfather

killedhimselfashortwhileafterthat.Hecouldn’t

handleit,thepain,itwastoomuchforhim.”

“Iam reallysorry.”

“It’sok,Iguesswhenyoulovesomeonesomuch

thatyoumakethem yourlife,it’shardtoacceptthat

theyaregone.Iwasonly15atthetime.It’sbeena



while.IlongacceptedthingsIcouldn’tchangeand

movedonwithmylife.Ithinkhewouldbeproudof

metoday.”

Sheyawned.“Withyouowningthatbigcompany,of

causeheisproud.IknowIwouldbeIproudtoo.”

“Sleep.”

“Iam notsleepy.”

“Yesyouare.Sleep..”

Seneoyawningagainandclosingherheavyeyes.“I

willgivemyfriendyournumber.”

Shehungupandrelaxedfallingasleep.

.

.

.
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Ryantookoffthegloveswalkingoutofthetheater.

Hetookoffhisscrubsandwalkedtohisoffice

wherehegrabbedhisbelongingsandcarkeysthen

walkedout.Acolleaguejoinedhim astheyboth

walkedtotheparkinglot.

"Whataday!"

"Tellmeaboutit."

"Howistheboy?"

"Fine,thoughitgotabitcomplicated."

"Butthemainpointisthatheisfine."

"Yes."

Shesighed."Iam hungry,exhaustedandallIwantto

doissleepbutratherIam goinghometodealwitha

manwhothinksIshouldquitmyjobbecauseit's

takingmuchofmytime."



Ryanlookedather."Hewantsyoutoquityourjob?"

Ambernodded."Yes.Iwishheknewhowmuchmy

jobmakesmesohappy.Iliveformyjob,Iliveto

savepeople."

"Whatareyougoingtodonow?"

Shelaughed."Iam goingtoattendafamilymeeting

tomorrow.Iam goingtobereprimandedandtoldto

respectmyhusband'swishes

"And?Whatwillyousay?"

Sheunlockedhercarandopenedthedoor."Iam

goingtosayIchoosemyjob!Goodnight!"

Ryansmiledwalkingtohiscar.Hejumpedinthe

driver'sseatandtookouthisphone.Itwasjustafter

1.Hestartedtheengineanddrovehome.

Awhilelaterheparkedhiscarandsteppedout.

Insidethehouse,hewalkedinsidethebedroom and

lookedatSeneosleeping,helookedoverathis

daughterthenkissedherforeheadbefore

undressing.Heswitchedoffthelightandjoined

Seneoonthebedcuddlingherfrom behindwhile



kissingherneck..Feelingcoldhandsonher,she

openedhereyesthenturnedstaringathim inthe

dark.

"Hey..."

Ryanleanedoverandkissedher."Hey...Iam sorryI

am late."

"It'sfine.Savedlives?"

"Yes,you?"

Shechuckled."Yes.Itwentwellatthepolice

station."

"See?Youhadnothingtoworryabout."

"Thankyou."

Ryancaressedherbareskin."Itoldmyfatherabout

us."

SeneosmiledI'm thedark."And?"

"Heishappy.Mamaiscomingtomorrowtodropof

Obrien.Shecouldn'tdoittodayduetoKagiso's

situation."

"It'sok.Ifiguredthatout."



Ryankissedher.Seneosnuggledclosetohim and

sighedclosinghereyes.

***

Thefollowingmorning,Seneopreparedbreakfast

talkingonthephone.

"Heisgoodlookingandheisfinanciallystable.You

willlikehim Leatso."

"Howtallishe?"

"Tall.TallerthanRyan.Andbuffed.Helikesthegym.

HeownsBKproperties.Hewantsawomanwhocan

commitandstayfaithfulbecausehisprevious

relationshipshowedhim flames.Hedidn'tmention

havingachildbutevenifhedoeswhichhemight,it

won'tbeasurprise."

Lealaughed."Ok,Iam sold.Youcansendhis

number."

"Ok.Bythewaywhenyougoandmeethim,wear

thatblackdressyouryoustolefrom me."



"Youbahvestarted."

"Youknowyoustoleit."

"Notguiltytillproven.Iam gettingnervous.Ihopehe

isnottoohandsome."

"Ohhheis!That'syourmanbabygirl.Takehim

beforetheytakehim."

"Ok,sendthenumber.What'shisname?"

"Bokao."

"Surname?"

"Idon'tknow,youwillfindout."

"Ok,send."

Seneohungupandquicklysentthenumberthen

continuedwiththebreakfast.MinuteslaterLeatso

called.

"And?"

"Heela!Whatasinofaman!"

Seneolaughed."Itoldyou.Andheisupforgrabs."

"Iam callinghim now."



"That'smygirl.Don'thurthim.Hehasbeenhurt

before.Allheneedsissometenderloving."

"Saynomore!"

Seneolaughedputtingherphonedownthenfinished

upwiththebreakfast.Shepausedfeelingdizzythen

stoodstillforacoupleofseconds.Feelingbetter,

shedishedeverythinginthetrayandtookittothe

bedroom.

"Morningbaby..."

Ryanopenedhiseyesandlookedatherwiththe

trayinherhands."Hey.."

"Breakfastinbed.Situp."

Ryansatupstretchingthenlookedathiswatch.It

wasjustafewminutesbefore10.Seneohanded

him thetrayandsatonthebedtakingshortbreaths.

"Areyougood?"

"Yes."

Ryantookthecoffeemugandtookasipofhis

coffeebeforehandingthemugtoSeneo.



"Thanks.

Shetookthemugandbroughtittohermouthasher

chesttightened.Sheputherhandonherchest

gentlymassaging.

"Areyouok?"

"Yes.IthinkIoverworkedmyselfatthegym

yesterday."

Ryanworriedlylookedatherthentookthemugand

placeditdowntogetherwiththetray.

"Whatareyoufeeling?"

"IthinkI'm havinganasthmaticattack."

"Areyouasthmatic?"

"YesbutIhavehadoneattackeversinceIwas

born."

"Ok,whatareyoufeeling."

Sheslowlylaiddowntryingtobreathbutitseemed

hardertodo.Thepainonherchestintensified,she

outherhandonherchestthenarm.

"Ahhhh!"



"FuckFuck!"

Seneoclosedhereyesslippinginto

unconsciousness.Ryanquicklyreachedforhis

phoneandcalledthehospital.

"Goodmorning,you-"

"Ineedanambulanceatmyhouse.It'sDr.Mfetane!I

needsomeonefrom thecardiology!"

"YesDr.Mfetane."

HehungupandstartedwiththeCPRbreathing

heavily.

"Fuckbabe!Youaregoingtobefine.Iam notlosing

youtoo.Iam notlosingyou!"

***

Oupasatinherhousestaringatherfriend.

"Doyouthinkdumpinghim wastherightfuldecision

especiallywhenpregnant?"



"Iam notleavinghim,justtryingtoshowhim thatI

canleave.Heneedstorespectme."

"Hedoes,youareaccusinghim ofsleepingwithhis

brother'sgirlfriend."

"Youdon'tknowthat.Thatwomandidn'tlooklikehis

brother'sgirlfriend.Didyouseehowtheyhugged?"

"Oupayouaretooinsecure.Whycan'tyoujust

acceptthathelovesyou?Youaregoingtolosea

goodman."

"Andthatistheproblem,youthinkyouhavetoput

upwithliesandcheatinginordernottoloseagood

man.AmanneedstorespectyouandIam goingto

teachKabohowto.Thissilencewillgivehim enough

timetothink."

Thefriendsigheddefeated."Ok."

OupacontinuedeatingwhilestalkingKabobutthere

wasnothingonhistimeline.Sheputthephonedown

andputherhandonherstomachwithasmile.

***



Moitoilookedathersavingsbalancethensmiled

callingthenumbershehadcopiedonfacebook.

"Hello?"

"Hi,youarespeakingtoMoitoi.Ijustsawyour

advertisementaboutyourplot."

"Yes,doyouwanttobuy?"

"Yes.IwanttobuyitbutcanIseeitfirst?"

"Yesofcause.Iwillsendyoudirectionsonthis

number,areyouinGabs?"

"Yes."

"Ok."

Shehungupandjumpedupanddownwith

happiness.Cliffwalkedinandpausedstaringather.

"Someoneishappy."

Shegiggled."Ijustspoketotheladyandshesaidit's

stillinthemarket."

"That'sgood."

"Let'sgoandseeitbeforesomeoneelseseesthe



plotthenbuysit."

Clifflaughed."Ok.DidyoutalktoSeneo?"

"Yes.Itriedtobutemotionsweretoohigh,wedidn't

finishtheconversation.Ithinkweneedtimetocalm

down."

"Yah.Igetyou.Iam gladyouarenowseeingreason.

Let'sgo."

Theywalkedoutofthelodgeholdinghands.

***

Theambulancedrovethenparamedicsrushed

insidethehousetowhereRyanwascallingforhelp.

"Dr.Mfetane,moveback."

"Helpher!"

"Wecanonlyhelpherifyougiveusthespaceto."

Hesteppedbackthentheytookover.Minuteslater

hejumpedinthebackwithSeneothenthe



ambulancedroveoff.Atthehospital,Ryanwatched

astheytookheraway.Anursewalkedoverand

sighed.

"Sheisgoingtobefine."

Amberwalkedoverwithafrown."Whatareyou

doinghere?"

Ryanlookedather."Mygirlfriendhadaheartattack."

"Ohmy...!"

"Yeah...Ithoughtyouweresupposedtobeina

familymeeting."

Shenodded."IgotcalledbackbeforeIcouldget

home.IthinkIam goingtogetdivorcedwiththis

rate."

"Braceyourself."

Shesmiled."Iam ready,trustme.Sheisgoingtobe

fine.IhaveseenSeneoacoupleoftimestoknow

sheisonestrongladyandsheintimidatesme.You

don'thavetoworry.Shegotthis,sheisgoingto

walkoutofherewithhertwolegs."

"Shehasto.Shereallyhasto.Ican'tloseher.Iam



nothingwithouther."

Ambertouchedhisshoulder."Sheisgoingtomake

it.Don'tworry."

"Thanks."

Shesmiledsteppingback."Igotyou!Ihavetogo."

"Sure."

AmberwalkedawaythenRyansatdownwaiting.

***

Katlosmiledastheboatmoved.Oabonatook

pictureswhileshestoodunaware,thewindblowing

herweave.Sheturnedtohim andsmiledcatching

him.

"ShouldIpose?"

"Knockyourselfout!"

KatlosmiledatthecameraasOabonatookpictures.

Hefinallyputhisphoneinhispocketandhuggedher



from behindkissingherneck.

"AfterthisIwantyoutoreallyputanefforttosee

yourson.Themorehedoesn'tseeyou,themorehe

forgetsyou."

"Iam scared,Ithinkthat'sthereasonwhyIhaven't

beentryinghardwithRyan."

"Obrienisyourson.Youarehumanandweallmake

mistakesbutwhatmattersishowyoufixyour

mistakes.Iam sureRyanwillseejusthowserious

youarewhenyoustartputtingineffort.Don'tbethat

parentthatabandonsherhildbecauseyouwere

scaredofthereactionyouwerepossiblygoingto

get."

Shenodded."Youareright.IwillcallRyan."

"Andthat'sthefirststep."

Katlosmiledemotionally.Itwasjustfunnyhowshe

hadtoworksohardtogetRyan'slovewhilethey

weremenlikeOabonawhocouldjustgiveittoher

withoutasking.



***

Athospital,RyanwalkedinSeneo'sdoctor'soffice.

"Tellmewhat'sgoingonwithher?"

"Shesufferedaheartattack,Iam sureyoualready

knowthat.Shehadablockageinherarterysowe

hadtounblockit.Herbloodpressureishigh,stress.

Butsheisgoingtobefinethoughwearegoingto

keepherhereforalittlewhile."

"Thanksman!"

"It'sagood.Butthereissomethingelse."

"Whatisit?"

.

.

Family,likeIsaid,ifyoudon'tcommentoninserts

thenwearegoingtosettleforasingleinsertperday.
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“Sheispregnant.”

“What?”

“Yes.”

“Fuck!Areyousure?”

“Yes,wedidascan.Sheispregnant.Weconfirmed

withthegynae,hesaysthreeweeks.”

Ryanputhishandsonhishead.“Fuck!”

“What?”

“Sheisgoingtokillme.Fucksheisgoingtomurder

me.”

“Itwasnotplanned?”

“No!Noitwasn’t.Wehaveathreemonthsbaby.”

“Mistakeshappen.”



“Iknow,mistakeshappen.Butnotthisone..notthis

one.Sheisgoingtodumpme.”

Thedoctorlaughed.“Wellbraceyourself.”

“Don’ttellheryet.CanIbetheonetotellher?”

“Uhh…sheisawakeandsheisgoingtodemandto

know.Ican’tlietoher.Andeitherway,Ithinkanurse

alreadytoldherbitsofwhat’sreallygoingon.Ijust

havetogoandconfirm.”

“Fuck!”

“Let’sgotogether.”

Ryanwalkedoutwiththedoctorthentheywentto

whereSeneowas.Sheturnedtothem andsmiled

staringatRyan.

“Hey…”

Hewalkedoverandhuggedhertightly.“Youscared

theshitoutofme.”

“Iam sorry.”

“Howareyoufeeling?”

“Iam scared.GodknowswhatwillhappentoJade…



toyouif…”

“No.Don’tthinklikethat.Nothingisgoingtohappen

toyou.”

“IhaveletpeopleIcallfamilyconsumemeso

much.”

“It’sgoingtobealright.Iloveyou.”

Shetearfullysmiled.“Iwassoscared.AllIkept

thinkingwasyouandJade.Iwasjustscared.”

“Youarealiveandyouaregoingtobefine.Iam here

andtrustmebaby,Ihavegotyou.”

Hehuggedhertightlythenletgoasherdoctorstood

infrontofher.

“HiSeneo,Iam Dr.Ike,from thecardiology

department.Howareyoufeeling?”

“Better,thankyou.”

“That’sgood.Wearegoingtokeepyouherefor

observation.Yourbloodpressureishigh,wefear

anotherheartattack.Maybeasilentonethistime

around.”



“Ican’tstayhere.Ihaveachild.”

“Youhavetostay,weneedtomakesureyouareok.

Seneo,Iam surethatchildwantsyoualive.”

Shesighed.“Ok.HowlongcanwillIbehere?”

“Tillweclearyouupthenyouarereadytogohome.

Doyouhavehistoryofheartfailuresinyourfamily?”

“No.”

“Kidneyproblems?”

“No.”

“Ok.Youaregoingtobefineifyouavoidstress.

Becauseit’sprocedure,wehavetogetyou

counseled.”

“Iam fine.Icanhandleit.Trustme,Iam notgoingto

enduphereagain.”

“That’sgoodbutit’sprocedure.Yourmanoverthere

knowsit.”

SeneolookedatRyan.“Iam fine.”

Henoddedthenkissedher.“It’sprocedurebabe.”



“DoesthatmeanIwillstayhereformuchmore

longer?”

“No,sheisonherwayIthink.”

Shenodded.“Ok.Sobesidesthat,Iam fineright?”

Dr.IkelookedatRyanandsighed.“No.Thereis

more.”

“What?”

“Youarepregnant.Ifyoukeepstressing,yourblood

pressurewilleventuallykillthisbaby.”

Shesmiled.“No,you’vegotitmistaken.”

“Unfortunatelynot.”

“But…itcan’tbe.Babe,explaintohim.Andeither

way,Iam onbirthcontrol.Pills.”

“Whendidyoustartthem?”

“Twoweeksback.MylastpackwasfinishedthenI

tookaweekwithoutbeforegettinganotherset.ButI

havealwaysusedacondom.”

“Condomsare-“



“No.Iam notpregnant!”

“Ok,Iwillgetyouagynecologisttocomeand

examineyou.”

“Dothat!”

Thedoctorwalkedoutwiththenurse.Seneo

chuckledshakingherhead.“Thisisinsane.”

“Uhhbabe…”

SeneolookedatRyan.

“Thecondom burst.”

“What?”

“Thecondom.Itburstthattime.”

Seneoshookherhead.“No.”

“Iwasgoingtotellyoubutsinceyouhadbeenon

yourperiodthepreviousdayIthoughtitwouldbe

fine.”

“AreyoujokinghereRyan?”

“No.”

“Howcanyoureallythinkitwasgoingtobefine



whenthecondom burst!Youshouldknowbetter!

Sincewhendowerelayonthat?”

“Iknowthisisupsetting..-“

Shegotoffbed.“Noyoudon’t!Ifyouknewyou

wouldhavetoldme!Jadeisonly3months!Three!”

“Iam sorrybabe.”

“Youarenotsorry!YouarenotsorryRyan!Thisis

whatyoudo!Getmepregnantwithoutmy

permission.”

“Iswearthistimeitwasn’tonpurpose.”

“Itwas!It’snotmyfaultthatatyourageyouonly

havetwokids!Youdon’thavetopunishmebecause

youthinkyouneedtohavemorekids.Iam noteven

25andIam goingtohavetwokids.Onechildisalot

workasitis!”

“Iam sorrybabe,IswearIam.”

TearsrolleddownSeneo’scheeks.“Youarenot.

Thisiswhatyouwanted.Thisisyourstyle.Youjust

keep…IfIam notdealingwithmyfamily,Iam

dealingwithababyandnowanotherbabyandyou!



Youaresupposedtohavemybacknotpullmedown!

YouaresupposedtounderstandwhereIam

standingbutyoudontseeitbecauseyouareselfish.

It’salwaysaboutyou.WhataboutmeRyan?What

aboutme?Whatam Isupposedtodo?Pleasetell

mewhatIam supposedtodo!”

Ryanlookedathercrying.“Iknowthisisnotwhat

youwant-“

“Ineverwantedababytobeginwith!Firstyougave

methewrongpillspurposelytogetmepregnant.

Nowagain…IhaveenoughburdenasitisRyan!You

wanttokillmewithstress?Isthatit?It’salwaysone

thingaftertheother.WhendoIgetabreak?Sheis

onlythreemonthsRyan!Three!”Sheputherhands

overherfacecryingasthemonitorbeeped.

“Babe…youneedtocalm down.”

Seneogaspedwheezing.

“Babe…”

Hepickedherupandplacedheronthebed.

“Someonehelp!”



Hepressedtheemergencybutton.Herdoctor

rushedbackinandlookedather.

“StandoutsideRyan.”

“Ican’tleaveheralone.”

“Youarethereasonmypatientislikethat,wait

outside.”

Heswallowedhardandwalkedout.

***

KabosighedlyingonthecouchwithAvainhisarms

whiletheywatchedTV.Hetookadeepbreathand

kissedherforehead.

“Babe…thereissomethingIhavetotellyou.”

Avalookedathim withasmile.“What?”

“Let’ssit.”

Shegiggledastheygotupandsatproperlythenshe

pausedstaringathisworriedface.



“Whathappened?”

“Nothing.I…Iloveyousomuch.”

Shesmiled.“Iloveyoutoo.”

“No.Ireallyloveyou.Ilovedyousinceyouwerestill

marriedtoMarkbutIwasscaredoffallingfora

marriedwomanwhocouldjustdumpme.”

Avasmiled.“Ilovedyousincethentoo.”

“IwashappywhenyoudecidedtodivorceMarkbut

thenyoudecidedtomovebacktoSouthAfrica.I

beggedyoutostaybutyousaidyousawnofuture

betweenusandthatIwastooyoungforyou.”

“Iwasconfusedbackthen.Iwasdealingwitha

messydivorce.”

“Iknowbutthatdidn’tchangehowmyheartwas

broken.Itwasasifyoureapeditoutofmychest.

ButIwasstillwillingtofightforus.Ifollowedyouto

SouthAfricatwomonthslaterandIfoundyouwith

anotherman.Irememberfightingforyou,Icriedfor

youbutthatdidn’tseem tomoveyou.”

“Kabo…Iam sorry.Iam sorryforhurtingyou.IwishI



cantakeitallback.Idon’tknowwhyIkeptdenying

whatIfeltforyou.MaybeIwasscaredthatpeople

weregoingtojudgeme.Iam sorry.Iam sosorry.”

“AfterthatalothappenedthenIfinallygaveup.

Yearswentby,Inevergotinaseriousrelationship

becauseIwasscaredtocommit.ButthenImetthis

woman.Shewasdifferentandshewasdownto

earth.Ittookhertimetosayyestome.Shepicked

upthebrokenpiecesyouhadleft,shemendedmy

heartwithherpurelove.ButIdidn’tappreciateher

enough.Icheatedalongway,shefoundoutandyou

knowtheyarerightaboutwhattheysay,oncetrust

isbroken,itcanneverbethesame.It’slikeglass.

Shetookmebackbutthenshejust…shejustnever

trustedmefully.IhurtherandIwitnessedthehurtI

causedherreflectbackatmeinhereyes.Shedid

nothingwrong…shejustlovedme.Thenyoucame

backandtheloveIthoughtwasgonecameback,

searinglikewildfire.IneverthoughtIcouldactually

stillbeinlovewithyoubutitwasasifthatlovewas

justneverlost.Butnowtherewassomeoneelse.

AndIcouldn’tjustleaveher.Notaftereverythingshe



didforme.”

Avaswallowedhard.“Areyoustillwithher?”

“Shebrokeupwithmeyesterdaybutwearetogether.

Shewastooemotionalyesterday.”

AtearrandownAva’scheek.“So…what’sgoingto

happennow?”

“Idon’tknow.IknowIloveyoubutIdon’twantto

hurther.Iwanttotellherthetruthbutsheisgoing

tobebroken.Sheisfragile.”

“Iloveyou,Iam notavictim here.Ihurtyousomuch.

ButIam herenow.Givemeachance.”

“Ialreadychoseyou,Idon’tknow,maybeit’s

becauseIjustloveyousomuchthelovemakesme

blind.”

“Whatwehaveisspecial.IknowIam theantagonist

herebutIam notgoingtoletyouslipthroughmy

fingersagain.”

“Sheispregnant.”

Avainhaledasharpbreath.“It’sok.AftereverythingI

did…Idon’tdeservetheplatform tocomplain.”



“Ineedtimetotellhertheentiretruthandbreakup

withherbutIhavetobecarefulbecausesheis

carryingmychild.”

Avanodded.“Youareright.Iunderstand.”

“Sowearegood?”

Shenoddedagainthenkissedhim.“Thankyoufor

tellingme.”

Kabosighedwithreliefthenlaiddownpullingher

backinhisarms.

**

Moitoismiledwiththeowneroftheplot.

“Whydoyouwanttosell?”

“Iam movingtotheStates,IgotajobsoIneed

somemoneytosurviveforalittlewhiletillIgetpaid.

Pluseitherway,thisplotjustremindsmealot.”

“Igetit.Well,youhavefoundyourselfabuyer.”



Theladylaughed.“Thereisactuallyanotherwoman

whosaidshewantstobuyitimmediately.Ifyouare

buying,makeitquick.”

“Aoowmma,pleasedon’tselltoher.Ihavethe

money.”

TheywalkedbacktothecarwhereCliffwaswaiting.

HesmiledpullingMoitoiinhisarms.

“Whatdidyoudecide.”

“Iwantitbutsheistellingmethereissomeonewho

wantstobuytoo.”

Theladylaughed.“Firstpay,firstgetit.”

AredMazdaparkedbesidethem thenTshego

steppedoutinahotpinkshortdressthatexposed

herthickyellowthighs.Herlongbraidsfellonher

shouldersandbackwhilesheheldhersmall

handbag.Shesmiledwalkingover.

“Heey!”

ShehuggedMoitoi.“Iam sohappytoseeyou,why

didn’tyoutellmeyouwerearound?”

Moitoichuckled.“Sorry.uhhTshegothisismy



boyfriend,Cliff.Babe,thisismysister,Tshego.”

TshegosmiledstretchingherhandtoCliffwell

manicuredhand.“Hi,Ihaveheardsomuchabout

you.Finallywemeet.”

Clifflaughed.“Definitely.”

“Mysisterreallywasn’texaggeratingaboutyou.”

MoitoichuckledholdingCliff’shand.

Theplotownerlookedatthem.“Uhhsinceyouare

sisters,makeupyourmindsonwhoisbuying.”

“It’sme.Tshegodoesn’treallyneedit.”

TshegolookedatMoitoithensmiled.“Yeah,youcan

getit.It’sok.”

Moitoifollowedtheladytohercarwhiletheyspoke

aboutthepaymentplan.

“So…youaretheeboyfriend?Iwasbeginningto

thinkshewasmakingyouup.”

Clifflaughed.“Iam real.Youlookfamiliarthough.”

Tshegosmiled.“Ido?”



“Yes,doyouworkforLetsatsi?”

“Yes.”

“IknewIoncesawyou.IoncecamethereandIsaw

youfrom adistance.”

“Wow,smallworld.”

“Tellmeaboutit.”

*

MeanwhileMoitoiturnedandlookedatthem

chattinglaughingthenturnedbacktotheplotowner.

Theyfinishedupthenshegotinhercaranddrove

offwhileMoitoiwalkedbacktoCliff.Shelookedat

Tshegolaughingthenforcedalaugh.

“Whatareyoulaughingat?”

“Yourmanisfunny.Iseverythingsorted?”

“Yes.”

“Iam happyforyou.Bytheway,youguysshould



comeforlunch.”

ClifflookedatMoitoiwhoforcedasmile.“Yeah.

Whynot?”

“Great!IwillsureyouthatIam areallygoodcook

Cliff.Followmycar.”

.

.

.

.
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#47

Leawalkedinsidetherestaurantwhereshewas

meetingBokaoforlunchintheblackdressSeneo

hadsuggested.Shetookadeepbreathpattingher

afrothenwalkedovertothetablewherehewas

seating.Heactuallylookedbetterinperson.She

tookaanotherdeepbreathtryingtogether

confidenceback.

Shesmiledapproachingthetable.“Hi,mindifIjoin

you?”

Bokaosmiledmakingherpanic.“Yeah,please…”

Shesatdownthenputherhandbagdownsmiling

back.“Iam sorryIam late.”

“It’sok,wantsomethingtodrink?”

“Yes.”

Heraisedhishandandcalledthewriterwhowalked



over.

“Theladywouldliketoorder.”

Thewaiterlookedatherthensheorderedadrink.

Bokaostared,shewasn’tbad,matteroffact,she

wasbeautiful.Hehadseenchocolateskincolored

ladiesbutnotlikeher.Hecouldn’timagineher

lighterandwiththatafrothatremindedhim ofViola

Davis,shelookedlikeshewaswearinganatural

crown.Notthetypehewasusedtobutdefinitely

nervewrecking.

Sheraisedhereyesandsmiled.“Ihopethisisnot

awkwardforyouandjustsoyouknow,Idon’tdothis

butSeneosworeshefoundmeagoodman.”

Hesmiledasthewaiterbroughtbackherdrink.

“Youshouldhavelistenedtohersellyouoff

yesterday.”

Lealaughed.“Sheisgoodatconvincingpeople.Iam

talkativeonceIgetcomfortablewithsomeone,

pleasestopmewhenIgettoomuch.Youlooklikea

quietguy.”



“AndIneedsomeonewhocanyellatthewaiter

whentheybringthewrongorder.”

Shelaughedthrowingherheadback,herlaughso

contagiousthathefoundhimselflaughingwithher.

“Iam talkative,notdramaticunlessifneededbe.”

“Tellmeaboutyou.”

“Ok…uhhIam 22yearsold,almost23andIam child

ofFionaMoraki,aprimaryschoolPrincipal.Father,

unknown.Ihaveayoungerbrother,heis18thisyear.

Hisfatherispresentandheplaysthefatherlyrolein

mylife.Iam anurseatMarina,IstudiedatIHS.

Currentlysingle,pastrelationshipwasfourmonths

agoandittaughtmetoneverhavearelationshipat

aworkplace,youwillregretit.Ilovereggae,

JamaicanmusicbutIalsodon’tmindanythingfrom

NigeriaorGhana.Iam afreespiritedperson,and

straightforward.IlovefoodandIalwayssayIam

goingtogotothegym andIneverdo.Iam notalone,

Iknowit.Thereareotherpeopleouttherelikeme.”

Bokaolaughed.“No,youareactuallynotalone.”

Shesippedherdrink.“Iam gladtoknow.You?”



“Iam oldenough,bothparentsarelatebutIwas

raisedbymyauntanduncle.Ihavethreeyounger

siblings,twosistersandonebrother.ItryandrunBK

properties.IlistentowhatIfindniceatthemoment

andIgotothegym.Iwilltakeyouoneday.”

Shesmiled.“Pleasedragmewithifyouhaveto.”

Lea’sphonevibratedfrom herhandbag.“Iam sorry,I

thoughtitwasoff.”

Shetookitoutthenpausedlookingatthefirst

wordsonSeneo’smessage.Sheunlockedthe

screenthenopenedthemessage.

Seneo:Ihadaheartattack,Iam atthehospital.

RyangotmepregnantLea,again.Ifeelsostupid.”

Leaimmediatelycalledher.“Areyouok?”

“Iam fine,justpregnant.”

“Idon’tunderstand.Youguysmetandfucked?

When?”

Seneosighed.“Wehavealwaysbeentogether.”

“Youhave?”



“Yes.”

“Whyhideitfrom me?”

“Iam sorry.”

“WearesupposedtofriendsSeneoandthatisnot

howyoutreatyourfriends.”

“Iam sosorry.”

“HonestlyIfeelthisfriendshipisonesided.MaybeI

am forcingmyselfintoyou.”

“That’snotit.IwaswrongandIam sorry.”

“Whydidn’tyoutellme?”

“Iam sorry.Idon’tevenhaveareason,justthatI

wantedtokeepitreallyextraprivate.Forgiveme.”

“Iam sorryaboutthepregnancy...”

“LeaIcan’tbehavingbabieseveryyear.Iam nota

babymakingmachine.Ihaveplanswithmylifeand

theydon’trevolvearoundmakingkidseverytime.”

LeasighedlisteningtoSeneo’ssadvoice.“Iam

sorry.”



“NowIhavetodealwithanunplannedpregnancyon

topofeverythingelse.”

“Whatdidhesay?”

“Hesaidthecondom burstbuthethoughtitwasok

sincemyperiodhadbeenyesterday.Everyone

knowsthatdoesn’tworkmostofthetime.Especially

him.”

“Iam reallysorrybutthereisnothingthatyoucando

thanacceptthesituation.It’stoolate.”

“Iwantanabortion.”

“Iam comingthere,youneedsomeonetokicksome

sensesinyou.Whichhospitalareyouin?”

ShehungupsecondslaterthenlookedatBokao.“I

am reallysorrybutSeneoneedsme.Shesuffereda

heartattack.Ineedtobethereforher.”

“Icandropyouoff.Unlessyouhaveacar.”

Shestoodup.“IlooklikeIhaveacarright?”

Bokaolaughedsettlingthebillthenwalkedoutwith

her.



***

Tshegoledherguestsinsideherhouse.

“WhatcanIofferyou?Ihavejuice,wineandwater.”

MoitoilookedatCliff.“Babe?”

“Waterwillbefine.”Hetookouthisringingphone.

“Letmeanswerthis.”

Theybothwatchedhim walkoutthenMoitoilooked

aroundTshego’shouse.

“Niceplace.”

“Thanks,wanttohelpmeinthekitchen?”

“Ofcause.”

TheybothwalkedtothekitchenthenTshegosmiled.

“Iam sohappyyouarehereinmyhouse.Whata

dream cometrue.Youfoundyourselfagoodman.

Atleasthewillgiveyoucutebabies.”

“WhatwereyoutwolaughingaboutwhenIwrapping

upwiththatlady?”



Tshegosmiledtakingoutthemeetfrom thefridge.

“Oh,wewerelaughingaboutmyboss.Seemsthey

knoweachother.”

“Itdidn’tlooklikethat’swhatyouwerelaughing

about.”

“YouwouldlaughtooifItoldyouabouthim.”

“Idon’tknowifit’smeorifIam justinsecureafter

whathappenedwithOshadibutyouweretooclose

tohim formyowncomfort.IknowIsoundcrazy

rightnowbutIam justscared.Iam scaredoneof

thepeopleclosetomewillbetraymelikeOshadi

did.”

“Iwouldneverdothattoyou.”

“That’swhatOshadiwouldsayeverytimeshewould

laughwithBenson.Ithoughtitwastooinnocent,

guessIwastoonaïve.Iam nottakingthose

chancesagain,notwithmyownsister.Itwould

reallydestroymeandIdon’tthinkIwillsurviveit.”

Tshegosighed.“Iwouldneverbetrayyoulikethat.I

am tryingtofixourrelationship,betrayingyouisthe

lastthingIhaveinmind.”



“Iam tryingtobecareful.Whatifhecomesforyou?”

“MoitoinoteveryoneisOshadi.”

“Seneobetrayedherownsister.”

“SeneoisSeneo.”

“Ithoughtshewasinnocent.Ijustdon’twantyou

closetomyboyfriend.Idon’twantyoulaughing

unnecessarilywithhim.Idon’twantyouwithhim

whenIam notthere.Letusjustsettheboundaries.I

reallydon’tcarehowthismakesmesoundbutIam

notgoingtosilentlygetuncomfortableandnever

sayit.Pleaserespectmyrelationship.”

TshegolookedatCliffwhowasstandinginthe

sittingroom staringatthem.Shesmiled.

“Youareright.Let’sstartcooking.Ireallymissed

you.”

Moitoinoddedthenhelpedhercooking.Awhilelater

theyallsatdowneating.Cliffsmiled.

“Thisisgood!”

“Moitoiactuallyhelped.”



“Thisisnicebabe.”

Moitoismiled.“Thanks.”

TshegoraisedhereyesandcaughtCliffstaringat

her.ShelookeddownbeforeMoitoicouldnotice

andcontinuedeating.Awhilelatershetookallthe

platestothekitchenandsmiledatthecouple.

“Thankyousomuchforjoiningmeforlunch.”

Moitoinoddedstanding.“It’sok.Wewilltalk.”

Tshegonoddedthenwatchedthem walkout.

***

MoitoigotinthecarthenClifflookedather.

“Iwanttousethetoilet.Iam coming.”

ShenoddedthenCliffquicklywalkedbackinsidethe

house.HewenttothekitchenwhereTshegowas

washingthedishes.

“Iheardtheentireconversation.”



Tshegoturnedandlookedathim.“What?”

“IheardwhatMoisaidtoyou.Idon’tunderstand

something,areyouguysonlyclosewhenyouare

badmouthingSeneo?”

“What?No!”

“Thenexplaintomewhat’sgoingon.IthoughtI

knewyoursisterbutIam actuallyseeingasidethatI

neverknewexisted.”

“Iunderstandwhyshewouldsaythat.Herprevious

relationshipendedbecauseofsomeoneclosetoher

betrayedher.Idon’tthinkshecanevertrustany

femalesclosetohermanagain.Shelovesyouand

shedoesn’thateSeneo.Theyarejustfightingatthe

momentbuttheywillbefine.”

“AsfarasIknow,IheardyouusedtoabuseSeneo

andhersistergrowing,howcomeinsteadoftrying

tofixyourwrongsandmendingthem,yougoon

hatingsomeonewhoneverdidanythingtoyou?Or

justthatbloodisthickerthanwater?”Heshookhis

headdiscouraged.“Iwasgoingtoproposetodaybut

IthinkIshouldwait.”



“Moitoiisthenicestpersonoutthere.Shewasthe

onlypersonwhohadReaandSeneo’sbackslong

backaswegrewup.”

“Actionsspeaklouderthanwords.Haveagreat

day.”

HewalkedoutandbumpedintoMoitoibythedoor.

“Let’sgo.”

Moitoiwalkedbacktothecarandgotinwithhim.

Silently,Cliffstartedthecaranddroveoffsilently,

themoodhadchangedandshewonderedwhathad

happenedinthehouse.

***

AtthehospitalLeawalkedinRea’sroom thenstared

atherconnectedtomachineswhileshelaidonher

side,sleeping.Ryansatbesideherbed,Leasmiled

andwaved.Ryanstoodupandwalkedoutwithher.

“Issheok?”



“Yes,wearehopingforherbloodpressureto

decrease.”

“Howdiditfeelmakingmeafool?”

Ryanchuckled.“Iam sorry.”

“It’sok.Itdoesn’tmatter.Sheisupset.”

“Yeah…hopefullyshecalmsdown.”

“Shewillcalm down.Don’tworry.Butyoucan’t

blameher.Youkeepgettingherpregnanteveryyear.

Shedoesn’tgettimetorest,takeabreather.Next

year,sheisgoingtobedealingwithanotherchild.

Youhavehurthersomuchbecauseoutofeveryone,

youweretheleastpersonshewouldhavesuspected

todisappointher.Letmetalktoher.”

Leawalkedinsidethengentlyshookher.“Neo…”

Neoslowlyopenedhereyesandlookedatherwith

thepuffyeyes.Thesadnessinhereyesdepressed

her.

“Hey…”

“Thisbabyisinnocent.”



“Idon’twantthisbaby.Iam abortingit.Ihave

enoughworkwithJadealready.”

“Canyouwaitforaweekortwothenyoudecide.”

“Iam notkeepingthisthing.Ryanmustthinkthe

worldrevolvesaroundhim.Iam notkeepingthis

baby.”

“Pleasedon’tdothis,therearealotofpeopleout

therewhoareprayingdayandnightforachild.”

“AndIam breakingupwithhim.”

“Youarejustangry.Emotionsarehighbutdon’t

makeemotionaldecisions.Theyhavetaughtusthis

atschool.Youaretooangry,waitforaweekortwo,

thenyouwillberationalandcalm.Youaretooangry

tomakeanydecision.Heisoutside.Bytheway,you

wererightaboutBokao.Hopefullyitgoeswell.”

Seneosmiled.“Iam prayingitdoes.”

“Iam callingRyanin.Remember,don’tmake

irrationaldecisions.Funnyhowthisweretheexact

samewordsyoutold4monthsbackandIfailedto

listen.Nowyoulistentothem.”



ShewalkedoutthenRyanwalkedin.Heheldher

handandsighed.“Hey…howareyoufeeling?”

“Hurt.Disappointed.Upsetandheartbroken.”

“Iam sorry.”

“IthinkIneedsometimetothinkofawayforward.

RightnowIam notinthebestshape.Iam stressed

butIam tryingnottohaveaheartattack.”Tears

filledhereyes.Shetookadeepbreathblinkingthem

away.“Ineedsometimeawayfrom you.Itdoesn’t

meanIdon’tloveyouanymorebutIneedsome

space.Iam goingtotakealeavefrom workthengo

tomygrandmotherforawhile.WewilltalkwhenI

getback.Ijustwanttogetawayfrom everything.I

am takingJadewith.”

Ryannodded.“It’sok.Iunderstand.Iloveyoutoo.”

Heleanedoverandkissedher.“Iloveyousomuch.”

AMONTHLATER.

Don'tforgettolikeandcommentonourinsert's

Family.
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Tshegosmiledstaringathernewlongnails.

"Thisissonice."

Thenailtechnicianlaughed."Nexttimewearedoing

geloverlay."

"Iagree."

Tshegopaidthenstoodupandwalkedoutlookinga

herwristwatch.Shepausedcomingfacetoface

withTumelo'swifethentookadeepbreathwalking

pasther.Sheturned.

"Bytheway,Ineversleptwithyouhusband.Hetold

mehewasdivorcingyou,splashedmoneyatmeI

guesstogetundermydressbutitneverhappened."

Hiswifeturnedandnodded."Iknow."

Tshegosmiledthenwalkedaway.Shegotinhercar

unabletotakehereyesoffhernewnails.Herphone



rangasshestartedthecar.

"Hello?"

"Hi,whereareyou?Ihaveaworkshopoutsidethe

country.Weflyouttoday,comebackonMondayin

theevening."

"UhhMr.Letsatsi,Idon'tthinkIam-"

"TshegoIneedsomeonewithmeattheworkshop.A

worker.Youarecomingwith."

"That'simpossible,Ineedtobehereand-"

"CanyoujustdoasIsayTshego?Communicate

withKatlegososhesortsoutyourtravelingdetails.

WeneedtobeinSouthAfricatoday.Whereareyou?

Katlegocametoyourhouse."

"Uhh...IwentsomewherebutIam onmywayback."

"Ok."

"Yessir."

Tshegodroppedthecallandsigheddrivingoutof

theparkinglot.Atleastshehadnewnails.Thathad

tocountforsomething.



Shelookedatherphoneringingagainasshedrove

thenpickedwithasigh.

"Moi..."

"Somethingiswrong,Iam notmakingitupanymore.

Cliffhaschanged."

"Whydoyousaythat?"

"Iknowhim andIknowwhenthingsarenolonger

thesame."

"Youareoverthinkingthis."

"Iam notoverthinkinganything.Icanfeelit.It'slike

hedoesn'tlovemeanymore."

"Moi..."

"Idon'tevenknowwhatIdid.Ihavebeendoing

everythingright.Ihavebeenagoodgirlfriend."

"Maybeit'stimeyousithim downforarealtalk.Let

him tellyouwhatexactlyisgoingon."

"Iam goingtowaitforhim athishouse."

"Ok.Wewilltalk,Iam flyingoutwithmyboss."



"Ok.Bye."

MoitoihungupthenTshegoputherphonedownas

guiltateherup.Allshewantedwastotellhersister

whatwasgoingonbutherpossiblereactionmade

herdoubtherself.

***

Oupafeltherinsidestwistthenshevomitedagainin

thetoilet.Shegotuptheflushedthetoilet.Breathing

heavily,shewashedhermouthandalkedoutofthe

bathroom.Shsatonthebedwherehersisterwas

seated.

"Howareyoufeeling?"

"It'snormal.Iam fine."

"Whenareyougoingtotellmamathatyouare

pregnant?"

"Kabo'sfamilywilltellher."

Thesisterchuckled."Howwhenyouarenottalking



tohim?"

"Iam goingtoseehim tonight."

"Ican'tbelieveyoucuthim offforamonthnow.

Don'tyoufinditquestioninghowheisnotrunning

afteryou?"

"Itoldhim nottobecauseIneededsomespace.He

respectsme."

"Soafteryourlittleshow,whatdoyouthinkisgoing

tohappennow?"

"Wearegoingtobeafamily.Stopstressingme."

"Iam stressingyoubutjustshowingyouyourflops.

Him notrunningafteryouwhileheknowsyouare

pregnantisaredflag."

Herfriendwalkedintheroom withherphoneinher

hands.

"Oupa,seethis."

Sheshowedherthepicturefrom facebook.Oupa

lookedatthewhitewomansmilingwithKabo.

"Whatisit?"



Herfriendlookedather."Who'sthat?"

"That'stheuncle'sgirlfriend.Finally,theyaregetting

married."

"Kabo'suncle'sgirlfriend?"

"Yes.Imetherbefore."

Herfriendsighed."Ok,Isawthisonhertimeline.She

didn'tcaptionit,Ijustthoughtmaybe-"

"No.Heisnotcheatingwiththisoldwoman.Butthat

germanprintdresslooksgoodonher."

"Itdoes.Areyousurethough?"

"Iam sure.Iknowher.Ihavemether.Sheistoo

old."

"Ok!Iam goingoutwithBoago.Seeyoulater."The

friendwalkedoutthenOupalaidonthebedfeeling

exhausted.Hersisterlookedather.

"Ihavetogotoo.Willyoubefinealone?"

"YesandifIdon'tfeeltoowell,Iwillcallmy

boyfriend."

"Ok."



Shewalkedout.Oupareachedforherphonethen

smiledtextingKabo.

Oupa:heybaby,Iam cominghometonight.Wecan

talktoday,Iloveyou

Sheputthephonedownwithahugesmile.

***

MoitoiknockedonCliff'sdoorstaringathiscar

parkedoutside.Sheknockedagainthenstepped

backhearingfootstepsapproach.Cliffopenedin

onlysweatpants.

"Hey...Ithoughtyouwerenotaround."

Henoddedwalkingoutandclosingthedoorbehind

him."Ijustcameback."

Moitoinodded."Canwetalk?"

"Yes."

Moitoilookedathim standingbythedoor."Canwe

talkinsidethehouse?"



"It'samess.Hereisfine."

Moitoismiled."Babe,youarenotamessyperson.

Let'stalkinside."Shemovedpasthim thenwalked

insidethehouse.

"Whereisthemess?"

Hewalkedinbehindher."Ididn'tsweep."

"It'sok.Iwantustotalk."

"Ok."

"What'sgoingon?Thingshavechanged.It'slikeyou

areavoidingme."

"Iam notavoidingyou."

"Thenwhat'sgoingon?"

"Youtellmewhat'sgoingon."

"Whatdoyoumean?"

"Whoareyou?YouhavechangedsomuchIdon't

evenrecognizeyouanymore."

"Ididn'tchange."

"Youhavebecome...Somethingisjustoffaboutyou



andIam beginningtowonderifithasalwaysbeen

thereorit'ssomethingnew."

"AreyoutalkingaboutmyfightwithSeneo?"

"Aboutyoutryingtopinyourmother'ssuicideonher.

Yournewfoundhatred."

"Idon'thateher."

"Ispoketoherandguesswhatshetoldme,youare

upsetbecauseshesleptwithhersister'sEx.Herlate

sister."

"IjustfeltsheisbetrayingRea."

"Reaislateandeitherway,sincewhenareyouGod

tojudge?Youturnedthefamilyagainsther."

"Sheislying."

"AndthisiswhatIam tiredof.Yourlies.Ifyoucan

dothistoyourownfamily,whataboutmyfamily?"

"Iam notlikethis."

"Thenwhatareyoulike?"

"Iwasjustupsetbackthen.Ididn'texpectNeotobe

theonetodothattoRea.Realovedhersomuch,did



everythingforher.Shetooktheabuseforhersothat

shedoesn'tgetanybeating.Rearatherstarvedwhile

sheate.Shedoesn'tdeserveSeneolivingherlife.It's

wrong."

Cliffsighedstaringathercrying."Youneverdealt

withherdeathdidyou?"

"I...Iam justangry,hurtandsadthatSeneodoesn't

seesheiswrong."

"Reaislate,doyouthinkshewouldwantwhatyou

aredoingtohersister?Seneoiscompletelyalone

now."

"Iwasjustangry."

"Youarestillangry.Youneedtotalktosomeone.A

therapist.Youareheadedforselfdestructionand

it'snotfunnyanymore."

Moitoisatdownwipingawayhertearsthenfrowned

atthebraunderthecoffeetable.Shereachedforit

andlookedatCliff.

"Who'sbraisthis?"

"Mybrotherwashere.Ijustcame.Helefteverything



asitis.Neverbotheredtocleanup.Itmustbehis

girlfriend's."

Moitoinoddedputtingitdown."Youmustbetired.

Letmehelpyousweep."

"Noit'sok.Iwon'tletyoucleanhismess.Icalled

him back,heisgoingtocleanup."

"Ok."Shesmiled."Imissyou."

Clifflookedathisphonethenstooduppickinghist-

shirtfrom thecouch."Wecangotoyourhouseand

discussgettingyouatherapist."

"Ok."

TheywalkedoutthenMoitoidroveout.

***

Laterthatday,Ryanthrewhisbaginthecarthengot

inatthedriver'sseatwhileKagisowalkedover.

"Drivesafely.Ihateitwhenpeopledriveatnight."



"Iwillbefine.Don'toverworkyourselfanddon'tbring

meninmyhouse.Obrienwilltellme."

"ThereareelephantsthereatMaitengwe.It'snota

placewhereyoudriveatnightRyan."

"IknowbutIwouldhaveflownoutifIcould.

Tomorrowit'sSeneo'sbirthday.Iwanttobethere

withher.SheisangryandIknowwhatwillcheerher

up."

Kagisosmiledandsteppedback."Youaredrivingall

thewaytoMaitengwe,shewillknowjusthowmuch

youloveher!IwishImeetamanlikeyou,expecthe

shouldn'timpregnatemelikeyoudo."

"Waswaba."

"No.Iam actuallyserious.Imaginegettingaman

whowouldgetmeaMercedesX-classformy

birthday.Suchabigcar."

Ryanlaughedstartingthecar.

Kagisoshrugged."Theyareright,hewillmove

mountainsifhereallylovesyou.Bye.Drivesafely.

YoumaybeSeneo'ssoulmatebutyouaremy



brotherandIcan'tloseyou."

Ryanreversedanddroveoff.Helookedatthetime,

heknewprobablyaroundmidnighthewouldbe

arriving,hopefullyhewouldnotgetlostatnight

tryingtolocatehergrandmother'shouse.

HeplayedasongthenrelaxeddrivingNorthwhile

listeningtoCelineDion.

Ihadtoescape,thecitywasstickyandcruel

MaybeIshouldhavecalledyoufirst

ButIwasdyingtogettoyou

IwasdreamingwhileIdrove

Thelongstraightroadahead

Uh-huh,Yeah

Couldtasteyoursweetkisses,yourarmsopenwide

Thisfeverforyouwasjustburningmeupinside

Idroveallnighttogettoyou



Isthatallright?

Idroveallnightcreptinyourroom

Wokeyoufrom yoursleeptomakelovetoyou

Isthatallright?

Idroveallnight

***

Justaftermidnight,Ryansloweddowndriving.He

reducedthevolumehearingsomethingbreakinthe

woods.Atreebrunchlandedovertheroofofhiscar.

Hisheartskippedasthehugeelephantwalked

insidetheroad.Itblewit'strunk,earsfannedout

widewhileitswayedfrom sidetoside.Ryan'sheart

poundedputtingthenheputthecarinreverseready

tostepontheacceleratorifthingswentsideways.

.

.

.
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Theelephantblewit’strunkagainthenwalked

towardsthecar.Ryanlookedathisrearviewmirrors

thenbackattheelephantwhichnowstoodinfront

ofthecar.Itshookthecarabitthenwalkedbackin

thebush.Ryanputhishandonhischestlisteningto

hisheartpoundsomuch.

“Fuck!”

Puttingthecarindrive,hesteppedonthe

acceleratorandspedaway.Hisphonerang,he

reachedforit,hiseyesontheroad.

“Yah?”

“Whereareyounow?”

“Iam there,justlookingforhergrandmother’s

house.”

Kagisosighed.“Ihavebeensoworried.”



“Ihavearrived.Youdon’thavetoworry.”

“Ok,nowIcansleep.”

“Sharp.”

Heputthephonedownparkinginfrontofher

grandmother’syard.Helookedatthecarparked

insidetheyardwonderingwhoitwasfor.Hetook

hisphoneandcalledher.Thephonerangforawhile.

“Hello?”

Helookedatthetime.“Happybirthday.”

Shepausedthengiggled.“It’salreadymybirthday?”

“Yes.Iam blessedtohaveyou.Iknowyouareupset

withme.Iam readytoacceptwhateverdecisionyou

takewiththepregnancy.”

“Thankyouforcalling.”

“HowisJade?”

“Fine.Sheissleeping.”

“Iwilltalktohertomorrow.”

“Ok.Iwillsendyoumessagewhensheisawake.”



Hesighed.“Iam here.IthinkIam parkedatthe

rightfulgate.”

“Youarewhere?”

“HereinMaitengwe.Ican’tgoonlikethisanymore.

It’sdrivingmeinsane.Imissyou.”

“Youdrovehere?”

“Yes.”

“Doyouknowelephantsareroamingaroundthis

areas?”

“IbumpedintoonebutIam good.”

“Diditattackyou?”

“No.ItwasjuststartledIthink.”

“Youcouldhavedied.”

“Iwanttoseeyou.”

Seneohungup.Minuteslaterhewatchedasthe

dooropenedthenheflashedhislightsonce.She

walkedoverandgotinthecarinherlacenightdress.

“Ican’tbelieveyouarehere.”



Hesmiledstaringather,hecouldn’tbesureifitwas

thefactthathehadn’tseenherinamonthnowor

shewasmorebeautiful.Maybeitwasthepregnancy.

Shesmiledback.

“Ican’tbelieveyouarehere.”

“Youlookbeautiful.”

Shesmiled.“Youknowbetterthantodriveatnight.”

Helookedatherthighsashisdickjerkedinhis

pants.Fuckhemissedsqueezinghimselfinsidethat

pussyanddrillingintoherwhileshemoaneddigging

hernailsintohisskin,herwaistmovinginrhythm,

hermeetinghim thrustforthrust,feelingthatpussy

clampitselfaroundhim everytimehesankin.She

lookedmuchsexierwithhisdickinsideher.He

snappedoutofitandsighed.

“Iwantedtotellyouhappybirthdayinperson.”

“Iam gladyoucame.ImightstillbeangrybutIam

happyyouarehere.Afterthisone,Iam tryingmy

tubes.Iam done.”

“Whateveryouwant,Iwillrespectit,Ipromise.”



Seneosighed."Thankyou.Thankyoufordrivingall

thewayheretosayhappybirthday."

"OtswanalemmeHangwanekatuku.(Youlooklike

Hangwanewiththedoek.'

Seneolaughedhittinghim playfully."Hangwaneis

beautiful.Howwasthemagadinegotiations?"

"Babedealingwithwhitepeopleisdifferentfrom

blacks.Yestheytookthemoneybuttheysaidthey

weregoingtogiveitbackasaweddinggiftbecause

theydon'tbelieveinsellingtheirdaughter.Itwas

mucheasierbecausethedecidedtocomethisside.

Kaboishappy."

"KanaIforgottotellyouthatthetimewewenttothe

police,hisothergirlfriendsawushugthenshelost

it."

"Oupa?"

"What?"

"Oupa.Sheistheothergirlfriend."

"Andhername?"

Ryanlaughed."Ngng,yourcousiniscalledMoitoi."



Seneolaughedharder."Moitoiwasnamedby

Winnie'smotherasfarIam concerned."

"Anoddnametogivetoachilddon'tyouthink?"

"Comparedtowhat?Oupa?"

"Moitoiisnotanametogivetoanyone."

"Forgetit.Sowhat'sgoingtohappentohernow?"

"Ireallydon'tknowbabe.Kabosaidtheybrokeup

andsheispregnantbutAvaknows."

"DoesthisOupawomanknowthatheisgetting

married?"

"Idoubt."

"Sheisgoingtoloseit."

"Ialreadytoldhim that."

Ryan'sphonerang.Seneolookedandsighed.

"Whyisshealwayscallingyou?"

"BabeIworkwithAmber.Shemighthavean

emergency."

"Shecallsevenatinappropriatetimes."



"It'sourlineofwork."

Hepickedputtingonloudspeaker."Hey..."

"Ryan,alreadyleft?"

"Yes.Ihavearrived."

"Good.Didyouhearabouttheelephantsroaming

aroundthoseareas.Youneedtobecareful."

"Yah,thanks."

"Dr.Douchebagishere.Iam soannoyed.Thatguyis

anasswhoreandwithhim beingthedirector...Ifeel

likepuking."

"Ignorehim."

"Iam tryingandoh,Iforgottotellyou.Igotserved.

Yippeetome."

"Sorry.IhaveSeneoonthephone."

"OhhheySeneo!Iheardaboutyourheatattack,I

hopeyouaredoingok."

Seneorolledhereyes."Iam fineDr.Jones."

"Iam gladtohear.Yourmanhasn'tbeenhimself,



hopefullyhecangobacktonormalnow.Ok

Ryan,willseeyouwhenyougetback.Gottogo."

"Sure!"

Shehungup.Seneoshookherhead."Idon'tlikethis

woman."

"Babesheisharmless.Amberisjustafriendly

person,shemademefeelwelcomewhenIfirst

startedworkingthereandyouwouldbesurprised

butsheislikethatwitheveryone.Sheisgood

friendsevenwiththesecurity."Helookedatherthen

herlipsandswallowed.

"Howareyou?"

"Iam fine.Themorningsicknessisnotasbadlike

theywerewithJade.Icanactuallyeatmostthings

andIam notalwaystired,Ifeelenergeticmostof

thetime.Iam fine.Ithinkit'saboy."

Ryansmiled."CanItouch?"

"Yeah."

Heputhishandoverherbellythensmiledather.

"Weshouldnamehim afterme."



"No.Wearegoingtonamehim Dylan."

"Ok,DylanRyanJunior."

"No.Wearenotnaminghim afteryou.Hisnameis

Dylan.It'sacutename.OrJayden."

"NoJayden.ItsoundsthesamewithJade."

"ThenDylanitis."

"What'swrongwithRyan?"

"Nothingbutheisgoingtohavehisownname."

Helookedinhereyes,handonherstomachthenhis

eyeswewentovertoherlipswhilehebithisown.

Seneo'sheartpoundedasshelookedbackathim,

tearsfilledhereyesthenshesmiled."Iam really

happyyouarehere."

Heleanedoverandhuggedhertightly.Seneoburied

herfaceonhisshoulderinhalinghiscologne.He

smeltsogoodtooandshemissedthosearms

aroundhersqueezingher.Hishotbreathhither

neckeruptinggoosebumpsalloverskinwhileher

heartbeatedsofast.

Theyheldeachotherinsilenceforawhilethen



Seneoletloose.

"Youmustbetired.Comeinside.Nkunkuorobetse.

(Grannyissleeping.)"

Theysteppedoutofthecar,Ryanwenttotheboot

andtookoutthehugebouquetofredroses,the

teddybearandaboxofdeluxesignaturechocolate

truffles.Seneoblushedrecievingtheflowers.

"Thesearebeautiful."

Theywalkedbackinsidethehouseandwenttoher

room whereJadewassleepingonthebed.Ryan

gavethechocolatestoSeneoandputtheteddybear

downthenlookedathisdaughtersleeping.He

smiledstaringatherchubbycheeks.

Seneoputtheflowersdownthenopenedthe

chocolatesandplacedoneinhermouthlettingit

meltonhertongue.Ryanturnedtoher.

"Isitnice?"

Shesmiled."Ittastesexpensive.Youmustbehungry.

Letmequicklypreparesomethingforyou."

ShewalkedoutwithherchocolateswhileRyan



gentlypickedJadeandheldherinhisarms.

***

Inthekitchen,Seneoheatedthefoodthatshehad

leftinthepotsduringdinner.Hergrandmother's

dooropenedthenshewalkedoutinherlong

nightdressandlookedaher.

"Youarehungry?"

Shesmiled."Yes."

"Lennamma,ntsolele,(Metoo,dishforme.)Iam

hungry."

Seneochuckled."Ok."

"IthoughtIheardacaroutside,isyourauntstill

insideorsheleftinthemiddleofthenight?"

"Ithinkthecarwaspassing.Auntieisthere."

"Uhu,Ithoughtitstoppedinfrontofthegate."

"Thereisnothing."



"Ok,letmecheckonJade."

Seneo'sheartskipped."Noit'sfine.Sheissleeping."

"Ok.Dishup."

Seneoheatedthefoodthentooktheplatestositting

room wherehergrandmotherwasseatedonher

favoritesofa.

"Nkunku,Iwilleatinthebedroom."

"Whoisinsidethere?"

"Ma?"

"Go."

Seneowalkedbackthebedroom thegotinlocking

behindher.Ryanlookedather.Heputthebaby

downandgotthewarm food.

"Justeat.Icouldn'tbringthedishwithwater.Granny

isawake."

Hegottheforkandstartedeating.Afterhewas

done,shetooktheplateandwalkedbacktothe

kitchenbuthergrandmotherwasnolongerinthe

sittingroom.Shegotaglassofwaterandher



chocolatesthenwentbacktothebedroom.

Shehandedhim waterseatingbesidehim.

"Thanks.Ifeellikeateenageboywhohasjustbeen

snuckin."

Seneolaughed."Myheartisevenbeatingfast.ButI

neverbroughtboysinthishouse."

Heputtheglassdownandkissedher.Hiskiss

weakenedherasshekissedback,eyesclosedwith

herhandonhischest.Hishandswentinsidethe

nightdressthenhetouchedherbareskin.

Hisdickhardenedinhispantsthenhepausedand

lookedathisdaughtersleeping.Helookedbackat

Seneo,hewantedtobeburieddeepinsideher.

Hetookoffthenightdressthenkissedherharder.

Seneohelpedhim takeoffhist-shirtthenhequickly

pulleddownhispantsgettingbetweenherlegs.He

rubbedhisdickonherthinkingofJade,hewould

probablywakeherupbutfuck...Seneoranher

handsonhisbicepsasherpussythrobbedyearning

forthatdickinside.Hepressedthetipinwithagrunt

inherear.Herpussystretchedopenlettinghim in.



Thewarmthandtightnessmadehersoirresistible.

"Fuckit!Ican'tstop."

Heopenedherlegswiderandslidinfillingherhole

groaning.Thosesoundshemadealwaysseemedto

turnedheron.

"Seneo!"Hergrandmotherknocked.Theypaused

breathingheavilywhilestaringateachother.

"Seneo!"

"Ma-Ma?"

"Ehh,agoimisegapengwanake,kanaenekea

moitsekemotsepa.(Lethim impregnateyouagain,

Iknowandtrusthim.)Heissofertilehecaneven

getyoupregnantwhileyouarealreadypregnant.I

won'tbesurprised.Whatcanstophim?Akereebile

myhouseishishouse,hewalksinthroughthedoor

anddoeswhathelikes.Ng,osekawamakalao

tsoladitwimsmma,ogoshapakaround2yabo

imana.(Don'tbesurprisedwhenyoudelivertwins,

heisgivingyouround2ofpregnancy.)."

Seneopressedherlipsbutthewholehecangetyou



pregnantwhileyouarealreadypregnantcrackedher

up.

Ryanshookhisheadwithasmilethenkissedher

and-#removed.

***

Oupasighedlookingatthetime.Hehadn'treadher

messageandhisphonewasn'tgoingthrough.She

satinhishousestaringatthedoorexpectinghim to

openandwalkinbutnothingwashappening.She

senthim anothermessage.

Oupa:heybabe,Iam yourhouse.Whereareyou?I

am gettingworried.

Shewaited,herphoneinherlap.Shetookthephone

againandcalledhissister.

"Hello?"

"HeyKagiso.It'sOupa."

"Oh...Hey!"



"Iam lookingforyourbrother.Iam athishouseand

he'sstillnotyetback."

"Didn'tyoutwobreakup?"

"No.Wewereonbreak."

"Uhu!"

"Yes.Doyouknowwhereheis?"

"No.Idon'tknow."

"Didyoutalktohim today?"

"No.Ihaven'tspokentohim inawhilenow."

"Ithinksomethingiswrong.Weshouldinvolvethe

police."

"Nono...Iam sureheissomewhere.Maybeheis

withRyan.Iwillcallandfindout."

"Thankyousomuchsisterin-law."

"Okbye."

KagisohungupthenOupacontinuedwaitingonthe

couch.



***

Avalookedatthemessagefrom Oupathendeleted

itrollinghereyes.Thiswomanwouldn'tjuststop.

Shetookthephoneoffairplanemodethenswitched

itoffimmediately.AvalaybesideKabothen

snuggledclosertohim.Inhissleep,heputhisarm

overher.Shelookedattheringonherfingerwitha

smile.

.

.
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Thefollowingmorning,Seneofinishedmaking

breakfastashergrandmotherjoinedherinthe

kitchen.ShelookedatSeneosilently.

“ShouldIdishforyou?”

“Whattimedidheleavemyhouse?”

Seneolookedather.“Ma?”

“Youheardme.Whattimedidheleavemyhouse?”

Seneoturnedthendishedsoftporridgeforher.“Eat

soyoucandrinkyourpills.”

“Tellhim tocomein,anddishforhim.Iwanttotalk

tohim.Justbecausemyhusbanddieddoesn’tmean

Ican’tholditdownlikeaman.Heshouldcomeand

faceme,ifhecansleepwithyouinmyhouse,what

canstophim from talkingtomelikearealman?”

“Iwillcallhim.”



“Didyoubath?”

“Yes.”

Shetookthesourmilkfrom thefridgeandpouredit

inhersoftporridge.“Thenwhyareyoudressedlike

youhaven’tbathed.Thisishowmenloseinterest,

whenyoudon’ttakecareofherself.Youcan’teven

takeoffthatdoekfrom yourheadbecauseyourhair

lookslikeitwasbeingchewedbyacowandafterit

realizeditwasjusttoodirtyandtastingallkindsof

hobo,itspititout.”

Seneotouchedthedoekinherhead.

“Youarestilldressedinanightgownyetit’s8

o’clock.Thereisnosignthatyouhavebathed

already.Youmightthinkhelovesyouanditdoesn’t

matterbuttrustme,thismandidn’tdriveallnightto

comeandseejustanordinarySeneo.Hisheart

shouldpoundthreateningtorunourofhischest

whenheseesyouandrealizesyouarelookingmuch

morebetterthanthelasttimehesawyou.Yes,we

understandyouhaveababybutthatdoesn’tmean

walkaroundsmellingmilk.Ifthatnightgowncould,



itwouldcrybecauseithasseenitall,from vomitto

Jade’speetoyourowndirtandsweatyetyoustill

wearit.”

“Bathongnkuku!Iwashedittwodaysback.”

“Lookathowthatcoloronyournailsischippedoff.

Youlooknothinglikealadyandthepeoplethatare

competingwithyouarelookingfarmuchbetterright

now.Theyarewearingheelswiththoseniceoutfits

meanwhileyoulooklikeahobo.Letmetellyoua

littlesecret,youhavetokeephim onhistoes.Yeshe

mayloveyoubutthatdoesn’tmeanhedoesn’thave

eyestoseesmartcleanwomenwhoarekempt.”

Seneolookedathernailsthentookoffhergown.

“Goandeat.IwillchangethendishforrragweJade.

Iam sureheistiredfrom sleepinginthecarafter

drivingallnight.”

“Mxm,gatwesleepinhiscar?Heshouldcome

insideandexplaintomewhenheboughtthishouse

forhim tobewalkinginandoutlikeheownsit.Or

maybeheismyhusbandnow.Whileatitheshould

explaintomewhyhethinksit’sfinetoimpregnate



youeveryweek.Ihavecalledyourolderuncleandhe

iscomingrightnow.Mosimaneogaanamaitseo.At

thisstagehecanevengetmepregnanttogether

withthedog.”

Seneolookeddownquietly.

“Youbetternotgowiththesamebehaviorwhenyou

getmarried.Hewillleaveyouandyouwillcry.Do

youhearme?”

“Yes.”

"Youcan'tbepregnanteveryyear.Nextthingyou

have100kidsandhewillgetannoyedbecausealot

ofkidsmeannotimeforyoutwoalone.Nextthing

youknowheisjuststayingforthekids.Getonbirth

control.Takecontrolofthesituation.Youarea

womanandsometimesyouhavetogoanextra

mile."

"Eemma."

Seneowalkedtoherroom thenlookedatherselfon

thehairdressingmirror.Shequicklyshookherhead

thenundressed.



***

Leawalkedoutofherhouselockingbehindherthen

madeherwaytoBokao’scarthatwasparkedbythe

gate.Shejumpedinthenheleanedoverandkissed

her.

“Youlookbeautiful.”

Leasmiled.“Thanks,Iam sohappythatyougotthe

tenderandthiscelebrationisworthit.”

Bokaosmiled.“Yeah.”

“Igotyoualittlepresent.”

Shegavehim thebox.Bokaolookedatherthenthe

box.“It’sapresent?”

“Yes.Tocongratulateyou.”

“Yougotmeapresent?”

“Yes.Youdeserveit.It’snothingmuchbutit’s

something.”

Helookedatherandshylysmiledopeningthebox.

Hetookoutthetie.



“Thisisanicetie.Ilikeit.”

Leanoddedthenhereachedforthewatch.“Fuck!

ThisiswhatIam talkingabout!”

Leasmiledwatchingsmilewhileputtingiton.“Do

youlikeit?”

“Iam goingtowearthiseveryday.Iloveit!”

“Onemorethingleft.”

BokaosmiledevenmoretakingouttheGucci

perfume.“Fuckbabe!Thankyou.Ididn’texpect

this.”

Shenodded.“Idisappointedmygender,IknowbutI

believeingiving.Ilovepresents,Ibuypresentsso

thatIcangetpresents.”

Bokaoleanedoverandkissedher.“Thankyou.

Ready?”

“Yeah.”

Heputeverythingbackintheboxexpectthewatch

thendrovetohishouse.Heparkedinhisgarage

thentheybothwalkedtothebackofthehouse

whereeveryonewas.Histhreefriends.



“Guys!Meetmywoman,Leatso,babe,thosearemy

friendswho’snamesyoudon’thavetoknow.”

Oneofthefriendslaughed.“Fuckyou!Leatso,Iam

Aobakwe,thesetwoarenotimportant.”

Lealaughedgreetingallhisfriends.Boakokissed

her.

“Theladiesareinthekitchenpreparingacoupleof

thingsIthink.”

Leanoddedthenwalkedinsidethehouse.She

lookedatthethreeladieschattingandlaughing.One

turnedtoher.

“YoumustbeBokao’sgirlfriend.”

Thetwootherturned.“Wow!Hewentforadifferent

typethistimearound.”

Theonewhohadgreetedherfirstrolledhereyes

thenwalkedovertoLea.“Hi,youareLearight?I

haveheardaboutyouacoupleoftimesandIhaveto

stay,youarebeautiful.Iam Ompile.Aobakwe’s

fiancé.”

“Nicemeetingyou.”



Ompilesmiled.“Don’tmindthosetwo,theyliveupto

thetitleofbabymamas,Iam sorryforworkingin

yourkitcheninyourabsence.”

“It’sok.Whatarewemaking?”

“Wearealreadydone.”

Leaturnedtooneoftheladies.“Ok,thenletme

preparesomethingformyman.”

“Bokaoeatswhateverthatwasprepared.”

“TheoldBokao,thenewBokaowilleatwhatI

prepare.Iam notheretostartuselessfightswith

youbecauseyouareattentionseekers.Lesekala

batlagontena,nottoday.Ifyouaredonecooking

thentakeyourbehindsandleavethekitchen.Gape

youmadethekitchensodirty,youarenotleaving

withoutwashingallthosedishes.”

“NgngtlhammannaIdidn’tsayanything.It’s

Boipelo.MynameisKeletsoandIam inlovewith

yourhair.”

Boipelorolledhereyesthenwalkedoutofthe

kitchen.



***

KatloparkedthecarinfrontofAbby’sboyfriend’s

housethensteppedout.Shewalkedtothedoorand

knocked.Sheknockedagainthenmovedtothe

windowstillshefoundanopenone.Shepulledthe

curtaintothesidethenpeepedinsidethedirty

house.

“Abby!Abby!”Sheknockedonthewindow.“Abby!”

Shequicklyrushedtothedoorhearingitopen.She

lookedatAbbywhowascoughingholdingthedoor.

Shehadlostweightsincelasttimeshesawherbut

thatroundbellystoodout.

“Howfarareyou?”

“7months.”

“Soyouhavebeenpregnantallalong?”

Abbycoughed.Katloshookherhead.“Weneedto

gotothehospital.Somethingiswrongwithyouand

whateveritis,itcanaffectthebaby.”

“KatloIam fineandeitherwayIam gettingridofthe



baby.Ican’taffordababyatthemoment.”

“Andyoudidn’tknowthatwhenyouwerehaving

unprotectedsex?”

“Itwasamistake.Iwanttoabort.”

“Areyoucrazy.Thisisafullbaby.Youwantto

murderahumanbeing?”

“Ican’thaveanotherbaby.”

‘Wellifyoutryityoumightaffectyouralready

deterioratinghealth.Wearegoingtothehospital.

Weneedtogetyoutasted.”

“Idon’thaveAids.”

“NoonesaidyouhaveAids.Iam takingyoutothe

hospital.Youarenotgoingtostayhereanymore.”

***

Moitoiwalkedinthebedroom towakeCliffthenshe

lookedathisphonevibratingbesidehim.Shelooked

athim deadasleepthenreachedforitandunlocked.



Hestillhadn’tchangedhispassword.Sheread

throughhismessagesthenpausedcomingacross

messagesbetweenhim andTshego.

Tshego:Youneedtotellher.Sheneedstoknow.

Cliff:IcouldhavetoldherwaybackbutthenIreally

neededjustspace.Shedoesn’tneedtoknow.

Tshego:Youhavetotellher,shetoldmeyouare

losinginterest.Sheishurtingoveryou.Sheloves

you.Ican’twatchherinpainanymore.Ihavetotell

her.”

Moitoilookedatthedates,themessageswhere

from yesterday.Herangerquicklycaughton,sheput

thefiledownandwalkedoutwithherphonedialing

Tshegobuthernumberdidn’tgothrough.Tears

filledhereyesasshetriedcallingheragain.She

calledherfathercrying.

“Moi…”

“PapaTshegoissleepingwithmyboyfriend.”

“What?”

“Sheissleepingwithmyboyfriend.Isawtheir



messages.”

“Iwilltalktoher.Don’tworry.Stopcrying.Iwillsortit

out.”

Sheshookherheadsobbing.“Iknowwhythisis

happening.Ifailedtoprotect.Reaandnowbad

thingskeephappeningtome.”

“No,that’snotwhy.Tshegoshouldnotbedoingthis.

Youaresisters.”

Moitoishookherhead.“IfailedtobethesisterRea

needed.”

“Youwerethesistersheneeded.Therewasnothing

youcouldhavedone.Youwerestillyoung.Ishould

havebeenthere.”

“Icouldhavewenttothepoliceandreportedabuse.

Thatwouldn’thavematteredifIwereachildornot.I

couldhavewenttoschoolandreportedabuse.No

onewouldhavecaredifIwereachildornot.Icould

havedonealot.”

“Don’tblameyourself.”

“Idobecauseit’smyfault.”



“Youneedtoseesomeone,atherapist.Someoneto

talkto.”

***

MmagweJuniorwatchedObonolotalktothephone

forawhilethenhefinallywalkedovertoher.

“Iam goingtoseethegirls.Somethingisgoing.

MoitoisaysTshegoissleepingwithherboyfriend.”

“What?”

“Yes.Iam goingtoseeallofthem.Seneodoesn’t

eventakemycallsanymore.Somethingisgoingon.”

“Tshegoislikethat.Shehasalwaysbeenconniving.”

“Thatwasyearsago.”

“NowIdon’tthinksheeverstopped.”

Obonoloshookhishead.“Whydoyouhateherso

much?”

“Idon’thateher,Iknowherandhermother-“



“Youwillnottalkaboutmydaughterlikethat.Ifyou

don’tloveherthenyouandIaregoingtohaveabig

problem.Mykidsaremylife.Youhavemademy

daughtersouncomfortablethatshecan’teven

comevisitmeallbecauseofyou!YouknewIhad

kidsfirsttimeyoumetmeandthat’snotgoingto

change.Iloveallmykidsfairlynomatterwhatthey

mayhavedoneinthepast.IfyouhateTshegothenit

meansyouhateme.Iam goingtoGaborone,whenI

comebackyoushouldbegone.Ifyoucan’tlovemy

kidsthenyoucan’tlovemeandreally,therewon’tbe

anyreasonforyoustayinginmyhouse.Thereisno

differencebetweenyouandWinnie,Iwillnothave

anotherversionofherinmylifeormychildren’s

lives.”

***

RyanknockedgentlyonthedoorthenSeneo’saunt

opened.

“Comein.”



Hewalkedinwiththeplasticshehadbeenholding.

Theauntclosedthedoorbehindhim thentookall

theplasticstothekitchenwhilehewalkedtothe

sittingroom.SeneolookeddownholdingJadeinher

dressnowinacutedress.

“Dumelang…”

Thegrandmotherturnedtohim.“Sitdown.”

HeslowlysatbesideSeneo.

“Herolderuncleisonhisway.Icalledhim because

youwon’tstopimpregnatingmygranddaughter.He

isquietbuthedoesn’tlikenonsense,Iam sureyou

knowthat.”

“Iknow.”

“Ehh,heisgoingtoputyouinline.Seneo,giveus

somespace.Iwanttotalktohim alone.”

ShelookedatRyanthenstoodupandwalkedtoher

room.Shesatquietlytryingtohearwhatwasbeing

talkedaboutbutshecouldn’thearanything.Minutes

latershestoodupandwalkedoutthenlookedat

Ryanandherauntstandingoverhergrandmother.



Herheartskipped.

“What’sgoingon?”

Shelookedathergrandmotherwhowassittingstill,

eyesclosed.Herheartraced.

“Whatisgoingon?What’shappeningtoher.Do

somethingRyan.”

Ryanlookedatherthentheauntwhowasnow

crying.HewalkedovertoSeneo.

“Iam sorrybabe…”

“No!No!Dosomething.Shewasfine.”

“Iam sorrybabe…Iam sorry.”

.
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SeneohandedthebabytoRyanandrushedtoher

grandmother.Sheputherhandoverhernecktofeel

herpulsebuttherewasnothing.

“Nkuku…saysomething.”Herlipstrembledastears

randownhercheeks.“Saysomething…please…you

wereright…Ididn’twashthegown.It’sbeentwo

weeks.”Shechuckledcrying.“AndIhavehadthe

nailpolishsinceIcame.Youwereright,Itooktime

andlookedatmyselfonthemirror,myhairdidlook

likeitwasfrom acow’smouth.Youwereright,

pleasesaysomething.Youcan’tleaveme…You

can’tleaveme…”

Sheshookhergrandmother.“Pleasecomebackto

me.Youcan’tleaveme.WhatwillIdowithoutyou?

WhowillIruntowhenthingsbecometoohardfor

me?Whowillstandwithme?Ineedyou.”



ShecuppedherfaceandcriedlouderstartlingJade.

“No…Ryandosomething.Ican’tloseher.Ryando

something.”

“Babesheisgone.”

“Noooo!Nooo!”

HerauntwalkedoverandheldSeneo’shand.“Neo,

it’stoolatenow.”

“No!It’snottoolate…Nkuku,wakeup.Yousaidyou

wanttowatchmegetmarried.Iam notmarriedyet.

Iam not.Youpromisedyouwouldattendmy

wedding.Youpromised.Whathappenedtothat

promise?”

“Seneo,mmewassick.Shedidn’ttellyoubecause

shedidn’twantyoutoworry.Youknowhowshe

was.”

“Ngng…no…no…Godpleasebringherback.Bring

herback.Youtookmyparents…youtookmysister,

nowit’smygrandmother,howmuchmoredoIhave

tolose?Bringherback.”

Heraunttearfullysteppedbacknowunabletohold



herowntears.ShewalkedovertoRyanandtookthe

babyoutsidethenRyanwalkedovertoSeneo.

“Babe…”

“No!No….”

Hepulledherawayfrom thebody.“Your

grandmotherlovedyousomuch.Atthestageshe

wasat,shewaslivingforyou.Youwereherreason

towakeupandgoonthroughtheday.Thatwoman

wouldgiveanythingforyoutrustmebabe.Doyou

knowshethreatenedtohavemydickcutoffthe

timeIimpregnatedyouwithJade.Shelovedyou

muchandbeyond.Sheknewthiswascomingand

shepreparedyouenoughtohandleit.Sheleftme

witharesponsibilityandthatresponsibilityisyou.I

am here,Iam yourfamily,Jadeisyourfamilyandso

isDylan.Iam notgoinganywhere,Jadeisn’tand

Dylanisherefortheride.Weareyourfamilyand

you’vegotussamewaywe’vegotyou.My

grandmotherdiedwhenIwastooyoungsoIwillnot

sithereandpretendIreallyknowshowitfeelsbut

whateveritis,Iam goingtoberightherereadyto

helpyoudealwithit.”



“She-she…Ryanshe-she-shewasth-theonlyone…

shewas…shewastheonlyonewhosupportedme.”

“Noshewasnot.Ido,andJadedoestoo.Weare

downwithonesupporterbuthey…wearestill

standingstrong.Idon’tknowwhattomorrowholds,I

don’tknowwhatthefuturehasinstoreforus,hellI

don’tevenknowwhatthenextminutehasforusbut

IknowIam goingtobethererightbesideyou.Iam

notgoingtogoanywherebecauseIloveyouand

withyouIam home.”

Hetookherhandandputitonhischest.“Feelthat?

That’sforyou.”

Shelaughedcrying.

“Shewassickforawhilenow.Shewasinpainmost

ofthetime,Idon’tknowhowshemanagedthepast

monthbutIguessitwashavingyouaround.You

gaveherthestrengthbutshehasfoughtagood

battleandsheisfreebaby.Sheisfinallyfreeand

sheisatpeace.”

Sheburiedherselfinhisarmscrying.



***

KatlosatbesideAbbystaringatthedoctor.Abby

lookedather.

“Ihaveit?”

“YouareHIVpositive.It’snottheendoftheworld

andthereisdefinitelystillamuchlongerroadtogo.

HIVdoesn’tmeanit’stheendoftheworld.People

withHIVactuallycanlivelongeriftheycontinue

takingcareofthemselves.”

“Myboyfriendgaveittome!”

“AndIam reallysorryaboutthat.”

“Whatelse?”

Thedoctorsighed.“Youhaveasexualtransmitted

illness,thatexplainstheodorthatyouhave.Weare

goingtotreatyouforthat.”

Katlonodded.“Thankyousomuch.”

“Sheneedstoimproveherdiet.Eathealthand

rememberthatHIVisnottheendoftheword.With



thebayontheway,sheneedstotakecareofherself

evenmore."

"Iwillmakesureshetakecareofherself."

“It’sok.Iam goingtowanttostartwithher

treatmentforbothrightaway.Forherandthebaby

butyoushouldknowthatwomenwhoarediagnosed

withHIVbeforetheirpregnancyaremorelikelyto

adheretoPMTCTtreatmentthanwomenwhotest

positiveduringpregnancy."

Abbywipedawayhertears."Ismychildgoingto

haveHIV?"

"Ireallycan'ttellbecausethelikelihoodofyou

passingthevirustothebabyrangesfrom 15%to

45%howeverwhentakingtheAntiretroviral

treatmentandotherinterventions,thiscanreduce

thisto5%.Yourcaseisslightlydifferentbecause

youarealreadypregnantandyouaregoingtostart

treatmentbutmaybe...let'sbehopefullandatthe

sametimelet'sbereal."

“Ok.”

Katlo'sphonerang,shestoodupandwalkedout.



“Heybabe,whereareyou?”

“ItookAbbytotheclinictogettested.”

“Ok,meetmeathomeafteryouaredone.”

“Ok.”

Katloputthephonedownandwalkedbackinthe

officeandlistenedasthedoctorexplained.

***

MoitoiwatchedCliffeating,shehadthoughtshe

wouldjustkeepquietanddealwithhersisterbut

shewantedtoknow.

Heraisedhisheadandlookedather."What?"

"IstheresomethingyouthinkIshouldknow?"

Hefrowned."No.What'sgoingon?Youhavebeen

quiet."

"Iknowyouhavebeentalkingtomysisterbehindmy

back.Iknowyouareseeingher."



"Iam notseeingyoursister."

"ThenIfailedtosee?Isthatit?Ifailedtoread

properly?"

"Whatareyoutalkingabout?"

"Isawthemessagesinyourphone!"

Cliffchuckled."Soyouwentthroughmyphone?"

"Soyouareseeingmysister?"

"Whyareyougoingthroughmyphone?"

"Ireadyourmessages!"

"Andwhat?YouconcludedthatIam sleepingwith

yoursister?"

"Iam notstupidCliff."

"Outofeveryone,whywouldIsleepwithyour

sister?"

Tearsfilledhereyes."Youtellme.Tellmewhyyou

wouldsleepwithmysister!"

"Youaredelusional."

Tearsrolleddownhercheeksasshelookedathim.



"SoIam crazybecauseIknowyouarecheating?"

"YouarecrazybecauseyouthinkIcansleepwith

yoursister!Idon'tevenlookatherlikethat."

"Thenwhydoyoutalktoherbehindmyback?"

"Youknowwhat?Fuckit!Ithoughtyouhadcome

backtoyoursensesbutIam done.Iam tiredofyour

behavior.Itturnedmeoffcompletelyandthepast

monthIhavebeentryingtounderstandandI

thoughtIhadfigureditout.Ithoughtit'sbecause

youhadtobethebigpersonwhenyourcousindied

andyounevergottodealwithlosingherjustlike

everyoneelsedid.Youpretendedyouwerefinebut

youjustbottledthosefeelingsbutyouaregoingfar

now."

"Iam goingfar?SoIshouldsmilewhenIreadthe

messagesbetweenyouandmysister?Ishouldbe

happytofindbrasinyourhouse?Iknowyouare

lying.Yourbrothernevercametoyourhouse.Iknow

therewasawomaninyourhousewhenIcame.Me

beingquietdoesn'tmeanIdon'tknow.Ifyoudon't

wantsomeone,youjustsayso.Youdon'tstringme



along,makemewonderwhat'swrongwithmewhile

youareseeingsomeone.OfcauseIwillbehurt

becauseIloveyousomuchbutIwilldealwithitjust

likeIhavedealtwithalot.Youdon'thavetomake

mefeelstupid.It'sfine.Youlostinterest.Youcan

leave."

Cliffsighed."Iloveyou,Iam notsleepingwithyour

sister."

"It'sok.Youcanleave.See?It'sthatsimple."Sheope

edthedoorforhim."Youcanleave.Iam goingtoo

far.It'stoomuchtohandle.Youcanleave."

Clifwalkedoutthensheclosedandlockedthedoor.

Sheoutherhandoverhermouthcrying.Shewalked

toherkitchenwhereshereachedforthegastank

andopenedit.

*

Cliffwalkeddownthestreetthenthoughtfullytook

outhisphoneandlookedatthemessagesbetween



him andTshego.Tosomeonewhodidn'tknowwhat

theyweretakingabout,shewasrighttobe

suspicious.Hesighedthenwalkedbacktothe

house.Hefrozeassomethinginthehouseexploded

inthehouse.

.

.

.
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Thehousecaughtfire,hedraggedhisheavylegsto

thedoorandtriedopeningthedoor.

“Babe!”

NeighborscameoutwhileClifftriedopeningthe

door.

“Whathappened?”

Cliffquicklytookouthisphoneandcalledthepolice

aspeoplegathered.Acarpassingbystoppedthen

theownersteppedoutandwalkedover.

“Whathappened?”

Oneoftheneighbor’slookedathim.“Thereisalady

inside.”

“Thenwhyarepeoplejuststandingstill?Shouldn’t

youbehelpingthatman?Whyarepeopletaking

videoswhilesomeoneisburninginside?Goandget



water!”

HerushedovertoCliffandlookedatthedoor.

“Ihavesomethinginthecarthatmayhelp.”

Herushedbacktohiscarandcamebackwitha

knifeandwire.

“Stepback…”

Cliffsteppedbackandwatchedthemantryopening

thedoor.Minuteslaterhesteppedbackandopened

thedoor.Theneighbor’sraninholdingbucketsof

waterjustasthefirebrigadedroveinfollowedby

thepolice.

“Moreno,buelakomoragorediretiroyarona.(Step

backsowecandoourjob.)"

“Thereissomeone.Mygirlfriendisinside.”

“Ok.Movesowecangetherout.”

Thetwomenbothsteppedbackandwatchedasthe

firebrigadeteam putoutthefire.FeelingweakCliff

satonthegroundunabletocomprehendwhatwas

goingon.Thepoliceofficerwalkedovertohim.



“Dumelang…”

Clifflookedathim.“Sheis…”

“Theambulancehasbeencalled,assoonasthey

getherout,sheisgoingtobetakenstraighttothe

hospitalwheretheywilltreather.Iwantyoutotell

mewhatexactlyhappened.”

Cliffswallowed.“I…Isleptherethenwehadan

argument.Sheaskedmetoleave,andasIwalked

downthestreetthehousewentupinflames.”

“Whatwastheargumentabout?”

“Uhh…shewasaccusingmeofcheating.”

“Thenshekickedyouout?”

“Yes.”

“Thenafterthatherhousejustwentinflames?”

“Idon’tknowwhathappened.”

“Ok,youwillcomewithmetothepolicestationand

wewilltalkthere.”

Cliffquicklystoodupasthefirebrigadeperson

cameoutholdingMoitoi.



“Babe!”

Thepoliceofficerpushedhim backasthe

paramedicsplacedheronthestretcher.Hisheart

poundedsomuchashestaredatherburns.They

putherinthebackoftheambulancethenthe

ambulancedroveoffwhilethefiredepartment

continuedputtingoutthefire.

“Ihavetogowithher.”

“Weneedtoaskyouafewquestions.”

“Mygirlfriendisseriouslyburntandyouwanttoask

mequestions?”

“Wearetryingtofindoutwhatmighthavehappened.

Letusdoourjob.Let’sgotothestation.Iam sure

yourgirlfriendisinsafehands.”

***

Tshegofinishedtypingareportonherlaptopinher

hotelroom thenclosedherlaptopandtookher

phone.Sherepliedtoafewmessagestillshecame



acrossMoitoi’smessage.

Moitoi:Iwaswrongtothinkyouhavechanged,

seemedyouhavealwaysbeenasnakeandasnake

youshallforeverbe.IguessItrustedyoutoosoon.I

knowyouhavebeensleepingwithCliffbehindmy

back,comebackfrom whereveryouare,Iam

waitingforyou.

Tshegotriedcallingherbutherphonewasn’tgoing

through.ShegotoffthebedcallingCliff.

“Ya…”

“Cliff,Moitoisentmeamessage.What’sgoingon?

WhydoesshethinkIam sleepingwithyou?”

“Shesawourmessages.”

“And?Iam notsleepingwithyou,didyouexplainto

herwhatweweretalkingabout.”

“Ididn’tgetthechance.”

“Youdidn’tgetthechance?Doyourealizeyouhave

justruinedtherelationshipIhavebeentryingto

restore?Doyourealizewhatyouhavejustdone?”

“Moitoiisinthehospital.Afirebrokeoutinher



house.”

Tshegofroze.“What?”

“Yeah…”

“No…whathappened?”

“Idon’tknow.”

Tshegohungupthenstartedpacking.Shelookedat

thedoorassomeoneknockedthenopened.She

lookedatherboss.

“Hi,haveyouhadbreakfast?”

“Mysistergotburnt.Sheisatthehospital.Ihaveto

go.”

“Iam reallysorry.Howisshe?”

“Idon’tknowbutfirebrokeoutinherhouse.Ineed

togoandseeher.”

“Youhaveapresentationtomake,youknowthat

right?”

Tearsfilledhereyes.“Please…”

Hesighed.“Ok,Iwilldoit.Youcango.”



“Thankyousomuch.Thankyou.”

“IwilltalktoKatlego,shewillsortoutyourtraveling

details.”

“Thankyou.”

Odirilelookedather.“Areyouok?”

“Iam fine.”

Hehuggedher.Tshegopressedherlipstryingto

concealhercriesbutthesobescaped.Heheldher

tighterwhileshecried.

***

KagisoreadRyan’smessageandsighedsadly.

Obrienwalkedtowardsherandsighed.

“Isdaddycomingbackwiththebaby?”

Shesmiled.“No.Notyet.AuntySeneo’s

grandmotherpassedon.”

Obrienfrowned.“Sheisdead?”



“Yes.Hergrandmotherisdead.”

“Isshecrying?”

Kagisoshruggedsigning.“Idon’tknowbutIthink

so.”

Kagiso’sphonerang.Shetookandanswered.

“Hey…”

“Heybabe,isyourbrotherback?”

“No.Hisgirlfriendlosthergrandmother.Heis

helpingherplanforthefuneral.”

“Whatabouthisson?”

“Iam goingtobewithhim.”

“Whataboutme?Yousaidyouwouldvisit.”

“AtlangwhatshouldIdo?Heismynephewand-“

“Youneverrunoutofexcuses.Sharp.”

Hehungupbeforeshecouldsayanythingelse.Shee

sighedstaringatherphonethencalledhermother.

“Kagiso…”

“Mama,didRyantellyouaboutSeneo’s



grandmother?”

“Ryannevertellsmeanything,canyoubelievehe

datedthisSeneogirlforayear,impregnatedherand

nevertoldme?Henevertoldanyoneandnowweare

facedwithatasktogoandseethatgirl’sfamily.I

can’tbelievehe’sseeingher.It’simmoral.”

“What’simmoral?”

“Him havingarelationshipwithhislategirlfriend’s

sister.”

“Helovesherandthat’sallthatmatters.”

“Maybeshealwayswantedhim whenhewasdating

hersister.”

“Ormaybeyoursonalwayswantedher.WhatIknow

isthatthesetwoloveeachotherandtheyaremeant

tobe.”

“Youpeoplearesettodisappointme.Firstitwas

Kabopayingmagadiforthatoldwoman.Sheisold

enoughtobehismotherandnowit’sRyandatinga

girlthat…”

“Youarethelastonetojudgethem mama.



Rememberhowyoufellinlovewithpapa.Stopbeing

againstthechoiceofwomentheychoosebecause

youwilllosethem intheprocess.Bytheway,Seneo

losthergrandmother.Hergrandmotherwasthelast

personshewasclosetoafterthepassingofher

parentsandsister.”

“Letmecallyourbrother.”

“Can’tyoucomeandpickObrienup.Iwanttogo

there.”

“Isourfamilywelcomeespeciallyafterourson

impregnatedtheirdaughterandneverdidanything

aboutthat?Wondersshallneverend!Andyourfather

andIneverknewallthis.”

“Thisisnotthetime.Areyoucomingtocollect

Obrien?”

“Yes.”

Kagisohungupandtextedherboyfriend.

Kagiso:Iam coming.

Shewentonfacebookwhereshetookthenumberof

thebustoGhanzi.



***

Obonolopressedthehooterpairedinfrontof

Seneo’shousebuttherewasnothing.Maybeshe

wasn’taround,hetookouthisphonetocallherjust

ashissistercalled.Hesighed.

“Hello?”

“Mamaisdead!”

“What?”

“Mamaisdead.IhaveSeneoherewithme.”

“Whendidshecomethere?”

“It’sbeenamonthofherbeinghereandIknow

what’sgoingon.Iknowyourwifedisownedher.

Kooreyoukeepfailingthischildeverysingletime.

Youkeepdisappointinghereverychanceyouget.

Mybrothermustbeturninginhisgravetoseewhat

youhavedonetohiskids.Likeitwasn’tenoughthat

youhadyourwifekillthefirstone,nowyoudisown

thesecondonebecausesheisdatingRea’sex.Rea

isdead!”



“Whatareyoutalkingabout?Disown?”

“Yes.Yourwifedisownedher.”

“Ididn’tknowthat.”

“Doyoueverknowanything?Youareselfishandyou

onlycareaboutyourself.Ifyouandyourwifewon't

standwithSeneo,meandtherestofthefamilywill!”

Shehungup.Hisphonerangagain.

“Hello?”

“Dumelang,am IspeakingtoObonoloModisane?”

“Yesyouare,howcanIhelpyou?”

“Wearecallingaboutyourdaughter,Moitoi

Modisanewhogotburntandcurrentlyat-“

“Whogotburnt?”

“Yes.Shesufferedthirdandseconddegreeburns.

Alsosmokeinhalation.SheisonherwaytoPrincess

MarinaHospitalrightnow.”

“Howisshe?”

“Sheisinacriticalcondition.Verycriticalbutalot



willbeconfirmedassoonasshearrivesatMarina.”

Cliffputhishandsonhisfaceshakinghisheadwith

disbelief.

“Areyouseriouslyaccusingofburningmy

girlfriend?”

“Maybeshedumpedyoubecauseyouwereindeed

sleepingwithhersister,youlostitthenstartedthe

fireandwalkedoutlockingherinside.”

“Iwouldneverhurther,Iloveher.AndIhaveno

keys.”

“Yourstorydoesn’taddup.”

“Ididn’tdoanything.Shemusthaveburntherself

becausesheissufferingfrom depression.Theonly

thingIam guiltofisnotgettingherhelpwhenshe

mostneededit.Ishouldhavegottenherhelp

becausehewasdepressed.Iwouldneverhurther,I

loveher.Ilovehersomuch,andIwouldnevereven

thinkofsleepingwithhersister.Iwanttocallmy

lawyer.”



“Whydoyouwanttocallyourlawyerifyouarenot

guiltofanything?”

“Areyoudumb?Sopeoplewhocalltheirlawyersare

guilty?”

“Watchyourmouth.”

"Iwanttocallmylawyerbecauseit’smyright!Iam

notsayinganythinganymore.”

***

Afewrelativesgatheredinthehousediscussingthe

funeralarrangementsfortheoldwoman.Seneosat

besideherauntcryingsilentlyastheelderswent

overtheplan.

Hereldestunclelookedateveryone."Ibelievewe

aredone,anythingelsetoadd?"

Everyonekeptquietthenhenodded."Thenthat'sit.

Letthecontributionsstartsowecanhaveeverything

startedon."



Hestoodupandwalkedouttheneveryonebegun

discussingbetweenthemselveswhileotherswalked

outside.Seneostoodupwithherauntandwalked

out.ShelookedatherunclewalkingtowardsRyan

thenswallowed.

*

MeanwhileRyanlookedatSeneo'suncle

approachingandtookadeepbreathcalminghimself.

Hisfatheralwayssaidshowingfearwasthebiggest

downfall.

"Sothishasturnedintoyourhabit,impregnatingher

everychanceyouget?Shehasbecomeyour

playgroundhuh?Iwanttospeaktoyourfather.You

aregoingtoofar.Secondchildandyetnoonefrom

yourfamilyhasofficiallyacknowledgedallthis.You

evenhisthisfrom allofus,Ionlygottofindout

aboutthischildtwomonthsback.Givemeyour

father'snumber.Iam notdiscussinganythingwith

you."

Let'sgivethispostasmuchcommentsaswecan



forabonuslater,Iam notsayingcommentmore

thanonce ,Iam justsayingIwanttoshow

somelovesogivelet'sallcommentforaninsert

later.

.

.

.

.
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Seneo’sunclelookedatRyanwiththephonetohis

earwhilehewaitedforhisfathertopickadistance

from him.Theboyclearlywasfullofhimselfand

confident.Hedidn’tlookshaken,notevenonebit.

Matteroffact,hecarriedhimselfasifheownedthe

earth.

“Hello?”

“YouaretalkingtoGaothusiModisane,Seneo’s

uncle.IsthisBasimaneMfetane?Ryan’sfather?”

“Mongame,dumela.”

“Ngng,don’tcallmethat.Yoursonherehas

impregnatedmynieceagainsodon’ttalktomeasif

youandIarefriends!”

“Iunderstandyouranger,ifyougivemeachanceto-

“



“Youdidn’tacknowledgethefirstpregnancyand

nowthereisasecondone.Thisboyofyourswalks

aroundmyfather’syardasifit’shis.Youhadthe

chancetomakethisrightlongback,don’ttellmeI

shouldgiveyouachance,achancetowhat?Koore

galenamaitseobathokelona!(Youpeopledon’t

havemanners.)Yoursonisgoingtoknowmevery

welltoday.Okareletlatsamaelakgakala.(Seems

likeyouwillgotoofar.)Jaratayeyarenna,(This

yardbelongstome,)andSeneoismyyounger

brother’schildmakinghermydaughter.”

“Ireallyunderstandyouranger.Iunderstanditall

andIadmitmywrongstogetherwithmyson’s

wrongs.Wewanttofixthat.”

“YouwanttofixitbecauseIhavementionedit?IfI

hadn’tcalledyouwhatwasgoingtohappen?This

boyofyourshasimpregnatedheragain!Again!The

childisonly3months!Thiri!One,two,thirir!Le

tlwaelabathodilokelona!Whodoyouthinkyou

are?”

“Wewerecomingtoseeyouconcerningbothkids,

Jadeandtheunbornoneandalsopaybrideprice.



It’smyfault,Iam theonewhotoldthisboythatwe

wouldwaitbecausehisbrotherwasgettingmarried.

Iam entirelyresponsibleandIam takingfull

responsibilitytothat.Iunderstandyouranger,Ireally

do.IhaveadaughtertooandIwouldn’twantthaton

her.Itwouldangermejustlikeyouareangry.Weare

comingandwearegoingtosettlethisonceandre

nyalagape.(andmarrytoo.)Pleaseforgiveme,

forgiveusforwehavewrongedyouandyourfamily.

Redirileposommeebileposoe,rebatlago

ibankanya.(Wehavemadeamistakebutwewantto

rectifythismistake.)”

“Sohisbrotherhasbeenwantingtogetmarriedfora

yearnowthatyoufailedtocomeandownuptothe

mistakethatwasmadebyyourson?Yoursonisa

pieceofshit,heisdisrespectfulbuthecan

disrespectanyonenotme.Hethinkshewill

impregnatemydaughterandgetawaywithit.He

impregnateshereachweekasifsheababymaking

machine.Atayoungagealreadyshehastwokids,

heragematesareenjoyingtheirliveswhileyourson

continuestotieherdownwithkids,shealsohas



goalsshewantstoachieveandyoursonwantsto

stopthat.Maybehethinkshislittlemedicaldegree

giveshim therighttodoaspleasesbutnotwithmy

family!Wealsohavedoctorsinourfamily.Todayhe

isgoingtoknowme.Iam goingtomakehim an

example.”

Hehungupburningwithsomuchangerhecould

explode.Hewalkedoutoftheyardshakinghishead

whiletalkingalone.Hiswifewentafterhim.

“Mogatsaka,gorileng?(Mydear,what’swrong?”

“Iam goingtogetthedogsfrom Chedu.”

SeneosmiledwithRyanwhowasholdingtheir

daughter.

“Sohedidn’tsayanythingtoyou?”

“No,buthetalkedtomyfatherand-“

Ryan’sphonerangthenhetookitoutandanswered.

“Papa…”

“Getoutofthere,now!”



“What?”

“WhatareyoudoingatSeneo’shousewhenyou

knowweneverpaiddamagesforJade?”

“Neolosthergrandmother.”

“Youdorealizethatyouareangeringthatfamily,

nowitlookslikeyoudon’thavemanners.”

RyanhandedthebabytoSeneothenwalkedaway

from her.“Iwanttobethereforher,supportingher.”

“Heruncleisangry,hesaidyouaregoingtoknow

hertoday.Idon’tknowwhathemeantbutIdidn’t

likethetoneofhisvoice.Iwantyoutogetoutof

there.Assoonasthegrandmotherisburied,wewill

startwiththedamages.”

“Ican’tleave-“

“Yesyoucan!Youcouldmakeherpregnantand

leaveyoursemeninthere,thereisnothingthat

shouldstopyoufrom this.Howcouldyouevenget

herpregnantagainwhenJadeisonlythree

months?”

“Itwasamistake.”



“Youmadeachoice!Didshewantthischild?”

“Nobutshewillcomearound.”

“Youdorealizethatshehasalifeaheadofher.Her

jobisnottogiveyoukidsjustbecauseyouare

sleepingwithher.Sheisachild.Shestillhastogrow.

Whenwillshegrowwhenyoukeepgivingherachild

everychanceyouget?”

“Thiswastrulyamistake.”

“Iwantyoutocomehome.Iam callingyouruncles.

Youaregettingoutofcontrol.Nowyoumakeus

lookbadinfrontofherfamily.Youshouldhave

heardwhatthatcrazymanwassayingtome.”

“Iam sorry.”

“Comehome!Iwantyouhometomorrow.Seneowill

befine,sheissurroundedbyfamilyandfriends.”

DogsbarKedmakinghim turnhishead.Helookedat

Seneo’suncleholdingthreedogswhilehishear

begunracing.

“What’shappening?”

“Hejustbroughtdogs.”



“Getoutofthere.Thiscrazymanknowsyouareat

disadvantage,justgetoutofthere.Wewillsortit

out.”

Ryandroppedthecallasthedogscameforhim.

Runningwouldbeasignofweaknessbutthedogs

werecomingandtheydidn’tlookliketheywere

harmless.

Everyoneintheyardfrozestaringatthescene.Ryan

lookedaroundthenpickedalogjustasonedog

wentforhisleg.Hehitit’sheadwiththelog,thedog

criedloudlylettinghim gowhilethetwoothers

barkedenhancingtowardshim slowly.Heslowly

back,theloginhishands.

*

Seneowatchedtearfullyholdingherdaughter.

“Aunty…”

“Youruncleiscrazy!Noonecanstophim.AndIam

scaredofthosedogs,doyouknowthatthosedogs



almostkilledathiefthelasttimeIheard?Theykill

animalstoo.Theyaretrainedtoattackandtheyare

fedrawmeat.RragweTendayiwasasoldierandhe

trainedtheseanimals.Iam scared.”

“TheyaregoingtoattackRyan.”

Anotherdogjumpedonhisleg,hehititwithlogbut

itwouldn’tletgothenhehititevenharderthatitlet

goofhislegandmovedbackcrying.Atearran

downSeneo’scheek.

“Hislegisbleeding.Someonestopthat!”

AcousinwalkedovertoRyanpickingalogonhis

waygoingforthelastdog.

“Heywenafotsek!”Heyelledkickingit.Allthree

dogsranoutandbarkedstandingfrom thegate.

SeneorushedtoRyanwithherdaughterinherhands.

“Seneo!Getawayfrom him.”

Shepausedandlookedatheruncle.“Rra?”

“Getawayfrom him.Iwillnothavethislittlepieceof

shitthinkthisishisfather’syard!Gomogagona

maitseo!(Thisthingdoesn’thavemanners.)Hehas



thegutstoimpregnateyouagainwhenyouarestill

nursinghisotherchild.Getawayfrom him right

now!”

Tearsfilledhereyes.“He…butheisbleeding.He

needs-“

“Idon’tcarewhatheneeds!Ineedhim toleavethis

yardrightnowbeforeantenalabohelo!Idon’twant

toseehim everstepinthisyard!”

Tearsrandownhercheeks.“But-“

“Gagonakabut!Youheardme!Getawayfrom him!

Hefailedtotakeresponsibility,thendecidedwe

werefoolsandnowanotherchild.Ican’tbelieveyour

grandmotherhidthisinformationfrom me.”

Ryanlookedatherunclewhowasspeakingangrily

thenswallowed.“IknowIwrongedyouandthis

family,notoncebuttwiceorevenmore.Imadea

mistakeandIwanttorectifyit.Iloveyourdaughter,I

lovehersomuchIwoulddoanythingforher.Itake

fullresponsibilityofhowIwasirresponsible,

impregnatinghertwicewithoutmarryingherandnot

evenpayingdamages.ThehonesttruthisthatIwas



scared,Iwasscarednoonewouldacceptthe

relationshipandSeneowasalreadypregnant,Ididn’t

wantherstressingoverwhoacceptsusandwho

doesnot.Itwasmyideatokeeptherelationshipa

secret.Ididn’teventellmyfriendsormyfamily.I

justwantedtherelationshiptobestablefirstandI

canseeImadethewrongcall.Imadeamistake.I

disrespectedyou,andthisfamilyatlarge.”Hewent

downonhisknees.“Bagolokekopamaitswarelo.Ke

dirileposo.(EldersIam askingforforgiveness.I

madeamistake.)Givemeachancetomakethis

right.”HelookedatSeneo.“Iam sorry.Iam sorryfor

thefirstpregnancy,Iwasselfish,Iwasscared.I

thoughtJadewouldbethefoundationweneeded.I

am sorryaboutthispregnancytoo,Idon’tmeanto

blockyourdreamsandgoalswithkids.Iknowyou

havegoalsbabeandIam goingtosupportthem.I

am goingtosupportmykids.”

Theuncleshookhishead,hisangerintensifying

whilehiswifestoodstillwatchingfrom adistance

unabletosayorevendoanything.

“Iwantyouout!Takeyourstupidapologywith!Le



tlwaelabathomogomaswedilokelona!Leavethis

yardbeforeIinstructthesedogstofinishyou.They

cansmellfearandtrustme,theywillfinishyouoff.”

“Iloveyourdaughter.Ilovehermorethananything.I

understandyourangerandIam willingtotakeany

punishmentyouwanttogivetoday.”

“Getoutofmyyard!That’swhatIwantyoutodo.I

willnotgotojailformurderallbecauseofyou.Get

upandleave!”

RyanslowlystoodupstaringatSeneo,hertears

brokehisheartandasmuchashewantedtohold

herinhisarmsandbethereforher,hecouldn’trisk

anymoredisrespectthatwouldmakethingsdifficult

forhim inthenearfuture.Hewalkedslowlytothe

gatewherehiscarwasdragginghisbleedingleg.

Seneolookedatherauntthenlookedateveryone

elsebuteveryonewasquiet.

.

.

.
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Ryangotinhiscaranddroveoff.Theuncle'swife

walkedovertoSeneoandsmiled.

"Comeinside."

TheybothwalkedinsidethehousewhileSeneoheld

Jade.

"Sit,haveyoueaten?"

"Notyet."

"Youneedtoeat.Youarebreastfeedingaren'tyou?"

"Iam."

"Youneedtoeat.Letmegoandgetsomethingfor

youtoeat."

ShewalkedoutthenSeneotookoutherphonefrom

herjacket'spocketandcalledhim.

"BabeIam fine."



"Yourlegwasbleeding.Iam sosorry."

"It'sok.Iexpectedit.Thatsecondpregnancysethim

off.Myfamilyisgoingtocomeandwewillsort

everythingout."

"Iam sosorry."

"Hey...Don'tbe.Yourgrandmotherwarnedme."

"Youneedtotreatthat."

"IwillwhenIgettofrancistown.Iwillbethereforthe

funeral."

"Doesithurt?Youshoulddrinkpainkillers."

Ryanchuckled."Ok.Iwilldrinkthem."

Theuncle'swifewalkedbackinholdingaplateof

food.

"Iloveyou."

"Iloveyoutoobabe.Staystrong."

Shenoddedthenhungup.Theuncle'swifehanded

hertheplate.

"Letmeholdthebabywhileyoueat."



SeneohandedJadethenstartedeating.

"Youruncleiscrazy."

Seneolookedather.

"Imarriedacrazyman.Iknowit.Iam sorryabout

whathappened.Sowhatareyougoingtodowith

twokids?"

"Iwillgetsomeonetohelpme."

Thewifenodded."Ok.Butwon'titbedifficultwhile

youtrybalancingbetweenyourjobandkidsthenthe

pregnancy?"

Seneolookedatherthenshelaughed.

"Iusedtobeapreschoolteacher.ForyearsIraised

littlekidsbutGodneverthoughttoblessmewithmy

own.Icantakecareofyourdaughterwhileyoupush

yourcareer.Withthepregnancy,youwon'tmanage."

"Ihaveananny."

"Nanniescanbeproblematic.Imaginenowthatyou

won'tbemonitoringherasyouusedtobeforethis

pregnancyhowitwillbe.Howlonghaveyouhadthe

nanny?"



"Twomonths."

"Youdon'tknowherthatwell.Mostkidssuffer

abuseinthehandsofnannies.NowJadewillbeher

responsibilitywhileyoudealwithyourpregnancy.

Youwon'tbehelpingheraroundlikeyouusedto."

Seneosighedstaringather.

"Iam justtryingtohelpyou.Betweenbeingamother,

beinganurseandbeingapregnantwoman,

somethingwillgivein.YouarestillyoungandIwant

youtogofarwithlife.Iknowyourmotherwould

havewantedthat.Iam willingtohelpyoutillyou

givebirth,evenhelpyouafteryougivebirth.Ihave

nothingelsetodo."

Seneosmiled."Thankyou."

"Anddon'tworryaboutyouruncle.Oncehecalms

down,Iwilltalktohim.Rightnowheisgrievingthe

lossofhismotherandIhavetosay,heisnottaking

itwell.Peoplegrievedifferently."

"Iguess."

"Ilikethatboy.Heisconfidentandcanstandhis



ground.Iguessthat'swhatangeredyouruncleeven

more.Hewantedtoseehim scaredtodeath."

Thetwoladieslaughed.Seneo'sauntwalkedinand

lookedatthem laughingwhileJadewasinher

brother'swife'shands.

"Foundyournewvictim?Whyareyoualwaysafter

people'skids?"

Theuncle'swifelookedatherandsighed."Sheisa

childandsheneedsourhelpKedibone."

"Sheneversaidsheneedsyourhelp."

"Willyouhelpherthen?Don'tyougettiredofhating

people?Somethingiswrongwiththisfamily!"

"Youarepartofit,wombless!Youwanttostealher

baby.Iknowyou."

"Iam onlytryingtohelpseeingnooneiswillingto

help."

"Iam there."

"ForhowlongKedibone?Whathappenedtoyour

Tanzanianman?Howlongdowehavetowaittill

youfindanotherforeignerwhom youaregoingto



jumpborderswith?Youmakemesoundlikeabad

personbutIraisedyourdaugy.GomoiemoNatasha

isinuniversityandit'sbecauseofme.Iraisedthat

childlikemine,whenlastdidyouseeher?Andyou

sayyouaretheretohelpSeneo?"

"WhenIwantedmydaughteryourefusedwithher!'

"YouwantedstoptakeherwithtoTanzania.What

couldhavehappenedtohertherebecauseyouand

yourthugboyfriendgotlockedup.Iwasdoingwhat

wasgoodforheratthattime."

ShesighedthenhandedSeneoJadetakingthe

emptyplateandwalkedout.Kedibonelookedat

Seneo.

"Youneedtostayawayfrom thatwoman."

***

Laterthatday,Kagisogotinthe5p.m busandsat

downonherwindowseat.Shetextedherboyfriend.

Kagiso:Iam onmywaynow,justgotinthebus.



Hequicklycalledherback."Hey,youarecoming?"

Shesmiled."Yes."

"Fuck!Ican'tbelievethis.Babywee,don'tjokelike

this."

Shelaughed."Iam serious.Iam coming.Iam inthe

bus."

"Thankyousomuch.Ican'twaittoseeyou."

"Metoo.Youwereright.Youcan'tbetheonlyone

visitingandeversinceyoutransferred,Ihavenever

visited."

"Iloveyou."

"Iloveyoutoo.Iwillbethereinacoupleofhours."

"Ok,sendmeamessageassoonasyouarrive.Iwill

comeandpickyouup.Ortextmewhenyouare

almosttheresothatyoufindmewaiting."

"Ok,Iwill."

"Ican'tbelieveyouarecoming."

Shesmiled."Iam coming."



"Whatdidyoudowithyournephew?"

"Mamacameandtookhim."

"Whatdidyoutellher?"

"ItoldherIam goingtoMaitengwetoseemy

brother'sgirlfriend."

"Ok.Iloveyou."

"Iloveyoutoo."

Shehungupjustassomeladysatbesideher.

"Dumelang."

Kagisosmiled."Dumelang."

Sheleanedbackontheseatandpluggedinher

earphonesthenstartedlisteningtothemusicasthe

busmoved.

***

AtMarina,tonurseslookedatMoitoiwhohad

bandagesalloverthenshooktheirheads.



"Apparentlysheburntherself."

"Iknowit'sforaman."

Theotherlaughed."Nyaatlhamma,Iwillneverruin

myselfforaman.Lookathernow,shewillalways

havescarsfrom therestofherlife.Ialwayssay

whenyoutrytokillyourself,makesureyoudie."

"Iactuallyfeelsorryforher.Sometimesweactinthe

moment.Emotionsarehigh.Wedon'tmeantodo

thethingswedo.Shewillneverbethesameafter

this."

"That'swhyyoushouldneverletyouremotions

controlyou.Lookathertoday...Shegoingtolook

likegrilledmeat.Sheshouldforgetevergetting

married,whoisgoingtomarryburntmeat?"

Theywalkedout."Isn'tshegettingtransferedto

Bokamoso?"

"Sheis.Andshemightdie.Apparentlysheinhaleda

lotofsmoke.Waitsethisgenderofminekeeps

disappointingus.Kooreevenifshemakesit,shewill

neverbethesame.



***

Kaboparkedhiscarinfrontofthehousethen

steppedoutwithAva.Heputinthekeytounlockthe

doorbutitseemedalreadyunlockedandonlyone

personcametohishead.HeturnedtoAva.

"Canyouwaitinthecar?IthinkOupaishere."

"Whycan'twejusttellherwhat'sgoingsinceyou

twobrokeup?"

"Avaplease..."

Shesighedthenwalkedbacktothecarandsat

down.Kaboopenedthedoorandwalkedinsidethe

house.Helookedathersleepingonthecouchthen

sighedplacinghisphoneandcarkeysonthetable.

"Babe..."

Heshookhergently.Sheslowlyopenedhereyes

andlookedathim.Shesatupright.

"Wherewereyou?"

"Uhh...IhadacaseIwasdealingwithinMaun."



Shesmiled."Ok,nowIunderstandwhyyoudidn't

replybacktomymessages."

Hesatbesideheractuallysurprisedtoseeher.

"What..."

Shesmiled."Ithinktheonemonthbreakwaswhat

weneededtoknowwhatweactuallywant.Ihave

hadtimetothink."

"Ok."

"Iwasunfairtoyou,Iletmyinsecuritiescontrolme.I

am sorryforhowIlashedout.IloveyouandIguess

myloveforyoumakesmecrazy.Iwantustofixour

relationship.WearegoingtohaveababyandIwant

thisbabytogrowupinapeacefulhomewith

parentswholoveeachother."

Kabotookadeepbreath."ThereissomethingIhave

totellyou."

"Whatisit?"

Helookedinhereyesandswallowedwhileshe

smiledathim.

"Whatisit?"



"Thereissomeone.Someoneelse."

Hersmileslowlydisappeared."No..."

"Iam sorry."

"Youhavebeensleepingwithsomeoneelseinmy

absence?"

"No.Ihavebeensleepingwithherforawhile.Ava."

Oupalookedathim whilehewaitedforoutburst.

.

.

.
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Oupalookedathim feelingallherjointsgetweak.

"Ava?"

"ThewomanItoldyouabout.Iam theworstman

youhaveevermetandIam goingtoadmittobeing

ashittymantoyou.Youdeservemuchmorebetter

becauseyouareagreatwoman.Youareperfectand

Ifailedtocherishyou.Iam settingyoufreetofinda

manwhowillloveyouright.Iam goingtobea

presentfathertoourchild."

Oupashookherheadandslowlygotup.

“Sincewhen?”

“Oupa-“

“Sincewhen?”

Heclearedathroat.“It’sbeenawhilenow.”



“Awhileishowlong?Weeks?Amonth?Months?

Howlongisamonth?Ayear?Howlongisawhile?”

Sheyelledangrily.

“Closeto9months.”

Shenodded.“9months?Almostayear?”

“Iam sorry.”

Shenodded.“9months…”

“Ishouldhavetoldyou.”

“9months…ourshavebeenwhat?Twoyears?Two

yearsright?Twoyears.”

“Iwantustopartinpeace.”

Sheswallowedsteppingback.“Youwanttobreakup

withme?”

“It’sforthebest.”

“Youhavebeencheatingandyouaretheone

dumpingme?”

“Iam lookingoutforyou.Ican’tloveyouthewayI

needtoloveyou.Ican’ttreatyouright.”



“Istheresomethingwrongwithme?”

“No.Nothing.Youareperfectbabe.”

“No…somethingmustbewrong.Tellmewhat’s

wrongwithme?”

“Nothing.”

“Thenwhy…whatdoesshehavethatIdon’thave?”

“Nothing.”

“Therehastobesomething.Iknowthereis.There

mustbesomething.Whatam Idoingwrong?”

Kabostoodupstaringatherbreakdownslowly

beforehiseyes.Sheusuallykeptittogether.

“TellmewhatIshouldfix.”

“Nothing.Thereisnothingtofixbecausethereis

nothingwrongwithyou.”

Atearrolleddownhercheek.“Iloveyou.Youmade

meloveyou.Ididn’twantthistobeginwith…

remember?Rememberhowyoufollowedmearound

everyday?Oryouhaveforgotten?”

“No…”



“Youdon’tlovemeanymore?”

“Iloveyou!ButyoudeservebetterbecauseIalso

loveher.”

“Whycouldn’tyouchooseme?Youchoseherfora

reason.Whynotme?Therewasareasonyouchose

hernotme.Andyou..youmademesoundcrazy

when…Iknewtherewassomeone.Iknewitandyou

mademesoundcrazy!”

“Iam sorry.”

“IloveyouKabo.Ihavegivenmyalltoyou.Ihave

sacrificedalotforyou.Whyher?”

“YoudeservebetterthanIcanofferyou.”

“Yousoundchildishrightnow!Ihavewastedtwo

yearsofmylifeandyouthinkyoucanjustdump

me?”Shewipedawayhertearsthensatdown.“Iam

notgoinganywhereneitherareyouleavingme.That

Avaofyoursleftyouabrokenman!Iputupwitha

lotwithyou,doyouknowhowitfeelstodatea

brokenperson?Youcan’tenjoytherelationship

becauseyoustartwithdamagecontrol!Igaveyou

myheartandyouthinkyoucanjusttossitbecause



dearAvaisback?Iam notgoinganywhere.Iam

pregnantandIam heretostay.”

“Oupa-“

“Iam notgoinganywheretillyougivemebackthe

twoyearsIwasted.”

Thedooropenedandthewhitewomanwalkedin.

Oupalookedathercarefullyandchuckled.

“Isthisher?Youruncle’sgirlfriendistheone?This

oldhag?”

“Look,Iam notheretotalktoyou,babe,thereisa

manoutside.Hewantstospeaktoyou.”

“Heywena,youarecallingmymanbabe?”

AvaignoredherstaringatKabo.“Heisoutside.”

Kabosighedthenwalkedout.Avawalkedinand

closedthedoorsmiling.

“Ithinkyoushouldbealadyandjustleaveinpeace.

Hereallydidn’tmeantohurtyou.Iunderstand-“

OupalostitthengrabbedAva’shairandpunchedher

inthefacesohardsheimmediatelystartedbleeding



whilescreaming.

“Bealady?Otwaelamasepaselokewena!You

don’tknowme.Iwilltakeoffyourteeth!Whodoyou

thinkyouare?”

Avawipedhernose.“Hiswife!HiswifeiswhoIthink

Iam!”Sheraisedherhandshowingherring.Oupa

grabbedherhand.

“Leavemealone!”

Oupatookofftheringfrom herfinger.“Youarenot

gettingthisback!Ever!”

“Iam reportingyoutothepoliceforassaultand

theft!”

“Gorightahead!”

KabowalkedbackinthenlookedatAvableeding.

“Whathappened?”

“Shepunchedme.Andshetookmyring.”

“Iam notgoinganywhere!Iam heretostay.You

thinkwhoisstupidhere?Me?Iam notstupid.”

Tearsfilledhereyes.“Iam notstupidtohavestayed



withthismanfortwoyears!Iam notstupid.Iam not

goinganywhereKabo.Youaregoingtomarryme

too!Akereyouwantedusboth,youaregoingtohave

usbothbecauseIam notgoinganywhere!Iam

goingtobeyourwifebecauseyousoldmethat

dream andIboughtit!Youaregoingtomarryme

too.Iam notgoinganywhere!Shewillonlygetthis

ringbackwhenIgetmine.”

AvalookedatOupa.“Youareinsane!”

“Iam notgoinganywhereyouoldhagandifyousay

onemorewordtome,Iam goingtopunchyour

throat!”

AvaturnedtoKabo.“Thisisinsane.”

“Itoldyoutostayinthecardidn’tI?”

Oupastoodupandwalkedtothekitchenwhereshe

madeherselfsomethingtoeatandwalkedtothe

bedroom lockingherselfinside.Sheplacedherplate

downandlayonthebedburyingherfaceonthe

pillowcrying.



***

TshegowalkedinsideMoitoi’sroom andlookedat

herconnectedtomachineswithbandagesallover.

Tearsfilledhereyes,sheevenhandbandagesinher

headtooandshesuspectedthefirehaddestroyed

herhairtoo.ThedoctorwalkedinthenTshego

lookedathim.

“What’sgoingtohappentoher?Isshegoingtodie?”

“No.Sheisnotgoingtodie.Havefaith.”

“Iam scared.”

“Iunderstandbutsheneedsyoutobestrongforher

becausesheisgoingtoneedallthestrengthshe

canget.Shesufferedseriousburns.”

“Isitalloverherbody?”

“Partsofherlegsandthighs,herhandsbuther

chestsufferedthemostandherbreast.Herface

also.Rightnowyoushouldn’tworryaboutwhereshe

gotburntbutifshewillrecoverfrom this.”

“Willsheevergobacktonormal?”



“Haditbeenfirstdegreeburnsshewouldgobackto

normalbutthirddegreeburnshavecausedsome

seriousdamageandhasdestroyedhernerve

endings.Shewillhealbutsheisnevergoingtobe

thesame.Unlessshedoesplasticsurgery.”

Sheslowlynodded.

“Sowhencanshewakeup?”

“Idon’tknow.Anytime.”

“Thankyou.”

Thedoctorwalkedoutthenlookedatthebandages

again.Herphonerang.

“Papa…”

“Ihavebeentryingtogetholdofyou.Moitoiisinthe

hospital.”

“Iam alreadythere.Isawher.”

“IsawherbrieflyandnowIam onmywayto

Maitwengwe,yourgrandmotherpassedon.”

“Shewhat?”

“Yes.Ican’tbelievethis.Alotishappeningatthe



sametimeandIdon’tevenknowwhattodealwith.

Mymotherhasbeensick,Ididn’tknowaboutit,my

daughterburntherself,Iam hearingyouaresleeping

withherboyfriend,Iam hearingmywifedisowned

myniece.”

Tshegosighed.“Iam notsleepingwithherboyfriend.

Iwouldneverdothat.ShejustassumedIwas,sheis

justinsecureandmaybeit’sbecauseofwhat

happenedwithOshadi.”

“Weneedafamilymeetingwherewewilldiscuss

everyissuegoingon.Youstaytherewithyoursister,

youwillonlycomeforthefuneral.Seneoisalready

there.”

“Ok.”

Tshegohungupandsatbesidehersister.

***

Ryansmiledstaringathissonsignonthevideocall.

Hesignedback.



“Sheisgoingtobefine.Sheisjuststressedandhurt

butshewillbefine.Howareyou?”

“Iam fine.Grannygavemeacake.”

“Ok,Iloveyou.Beagoodboy.”

“Iloveyoutoo.”

“Givegrannythephone.”

Obrientookthephonetohisgrandmother.Ryan

lookedathismotherwithasmile.

“WhereisKagiso?”

“Shesaidshewascomingthere.”

“Youshouldhavestoppedher.”

“Sheisstubborn.Ifoundherlittlebagalready

packed.”

“Ihavebeentryingtocallher,herphoneisoff.”

“Shewillbefine.Ican’tbelievethatcrazymanhad

dogsattackyou.”

“Mama,Iimpregnatedtheirchild,twice.”

“Elegorehowoldistheirchild?Under18?Sheisa



fullgrownwomanisn’tshe?”

“Shemaygrownbutsheistheirchild.Idisrespected

them.”

“Sheagrownwomanwhocanthink.Thatmanis

crazytosetdogsonyouebileIalreadyhatethat

familybeforeIcanmeetthem.Whatkindof

behavioristhat?Youshouldhavestayedawayfrom

thatgirlfrom thebeginning,lookwhat’shappening

today?Thisisthekindofnonsensethatwouldhave

beenavoidedhadyoubeenopenwithus.IfIcouldI

wouldchasethatgirlandhaveherunclemarryher,

nxla!”

“Iam goingtomarrythatgirl.Youshouldtry

forgivingherunclebecausehewasnotallwrongto

reactthewayhedid.Iimpregnatedtheirdaughter

twiceandneverbotheredtodoanythingaboutit.

Thatdoesn’tmakemeasaint.IdeservedthatandI

am atfault.ThankyoufortakinginObrien.”

“IwanttomeetJade.”

“Soon.Bye.”

HehungupasSeneoopenedthedoorthenshegot



inthecarthatwasparkedunderatreeand

immediatelyhuggedhim.

“Iam sosorry.”

“It’sok.”Hekissedher.

Shelookedathisbandagedleg.“Youwenttothe

doctor?”

“Yeah.”

Helookedatherwithasmile.“Youruncleiscrazy.”

“Heis.Hiswifecametomeandsuggestedshe

takesinmydaughterandtakescareofherwhileI

focusonthisnewpregnancy.”

“What?”

Seneolaughed.“Iknow,shocking.”

“Nooneistakingmydaughter.”

“Ican’tevenseemyselfpartingfrom herorfrom

you.”

“Myfamilyiscoming.Iam sorryforputtingyouin

thiskindofposition.”



“What’sdoneisdone.”

“Ifyourunclefindsmehere,forsurethistime

aroundheisgoingtokillme.Letmemakeitworth

mytimejustincaseIdie.Comehere.”

“Iam nothavingsexinthecar.”

“Whosaidwearehavingsex?Andwhat’swrongwith

sexinthecar?”

“Everythingiswrongwithitand-“

Ryanputhishandsonherwaistandpulledheron

hislapasshestraddledhim.

“Thereisnothingwrongwithsexinthecar.”

“Ryan-“

“Peoplearesleeping,expectwitches.”

Herdressrodetoherwaistthenhetookouthisdick

slidingherpantiestothesideandgentlyfilledherup

whileshegasped.

“GodRyan…”



***

KagisosteppedoutofthebusthenAtlangsmiled

walkingover.

“Heybabe!”

Theyhuggedforawhile.“Imissedyou.”

Kagisosmiled.“Imissedyoutoo.”

“Come.”

Heledhertohiscarthenhedroveoff.Minuteslater

heparkedatalodge.

“Whyarewehere?Notatyourhouse?”

“Mysisteristherewithherbaby.Ithoughtwewould

havesomeprivacybeforegoinghome.”

“Whydidn’tyoutellmeshewashere?Iwouldhave

boughtsomethingforthebaby.”

“Youdon’thavetobabe.”

Theysteppedoutandwalkedinsidetheroom where

heimmediatelystartedkissinghertakingoffher

clothes.
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"Seneo!Seneo!"

Deepinhersleep,sheslowlyopenedhereyes

feelingasifafogwassuppressingher.

Thevoicegotlouder."Seneo!Wakeup!"

Sheblinkedsittinguprightthenlookedaround.

"Here.Openyoureyes."

Sheclosedhereyesthenopenedthem again.

"Wakeup.It'slate."

TearsfilledhereyesasshestaredatRea.

"Rea?"

Reasmiled."Wakeup.Comewithme."

"You..."Herlipstrembledthenshestartedcrying.

Reapulledherinherarms.



"Hey....shhhh..."

"ReaIthought..."

"It'sok.Iam here."

Seneopulledbackunabletostopcryingthenshe

lookedatReaagain.

"Youarehere."

"WhereelsecanIbeifnotwithyou.Stopcrying,why

areyoucrying?"

"Because...You...Ithought..."

"Ahhhlet'sgo."

Seneocuppedherbeautifulface.Shehadalways

beenbeautifulbutshewasmorebeautifulnow.

"Youarereal."

"Let'sgo."

Reapulledherthentheywalkedouttogetherholding

hands.

"Moitoiisgoingtocryseeingyou.Imissedyou."

Realaughedsoftly."Imissedyoutoo."



"Youleftme."

"Ineverleftyou.Ihavealwaysbeenthere."

Theywalkedtowhatseemedlikeariver.Reasat

down.

"Sitwithme..."

Seneoslowlysatdownthendippedherfeetinthe

crystalclearwater.Thewaterwassoclearshe

couldactuallyseetherockandsandbeneath.Rea

smiledstaringather.

"Youaresobigandbeautiful.Ialwaysknewyou

wouldturnoutsobeautifulbutnotthisbeautiful."

Seneogiggled."Notmorethanyou.Youlookmore

beautiful."

"No.Youaremorethanme."

"Wheredidyougo?"

"Somewhere.It'salrightSeneo.It'sok."

"I...-"

"It'sok.Iknowthereisjustsomuchyoucantellme

butit'sok.Iam happywhenyouare.It'sgoingtobe



ok."

TearsrandownSeneo'scheeksthenReawipedit

withherthumb."Iam scared."

"Youhavenothingtobescaredabout.It'sgoingto

beok."

"Ryan-"

"Wasnevermeanttobemine."Reasmiled."Stop

holdingback."

"Imissyou.Imissyousomuch."

"Imissyoutoo.Imissyoumore.Butyou'vegottolet

goofmesweety.Letgoofme."

Seneolookedatherhandthatwasholdingtightlyto

Rea'sdress.

"No..."

"Seneo...Letgo.Setmefree."

"No...."

Reahuggedhertightly."Iloveyou.Iloveyouso

muchbutyouhavetostandalonenow.Letgo."



"Youaregoingtoleave."

"Ihavetoleavesoyoucanliveyourlife.Youhaveso

muchtolivefor.Youhavetoletmego."

Seneoshookherheadcrying."No...Staywithme."

"Seneo,letgo.It'stime.Letmegolove.Letmego.I

loveyou.It'stimeforyoutoletgo."

SeneoslowlyletgothenReasmiled.

"Seneo!Seneo!Babewakeup!Ineedtogetgoing."

SeneosnappedhereyesopentheRyanlookedaher

worriedly.

"Youarecrying,what'sgoingon?"

Seneoshookherheadwipingawayhertearsthen

satuprightinthecar.

"Whatisit?"

"I..."

"What?"

"Ineedtogetgoing."Sheopenedthedoorand

steppedoutofthecar.Shequicklywalkedbackto



thehouseshaking.Herauntlookedatherasshe

walkedin.

"Jadeisawake.Ithinksheishungry.Sheiscrying."

Seneosatdowntakingherdaughterthentookout

herbreastandbegunfeedingJade.

"What'swrong?Youlooklikeyousawtheunseen."

"Whatdoesitmeantodream deadpeople?"

"Whodidyoudream?Mme?"

Seneoshookherhead."Rea."

"Whatwasshedoing?"

"She...Shesaidit'sgoingtobeok."

Herauntsmiled."Thenitwillbeok."

Seneo'stearsdroppedonJade'sforehead."Shewas

righttherewithme."

"Alliswellchild.Alliswell."

***



KagisowokeupthenlookedatAtlangdressingup.

"Wearegoing?"

Helookedaherandshookhishead."Ihavetogo,

mysistercalledme.Shesaidthebabyisnotfeeling

well."

"Oh,Iwillcomewith.Howoldisthisbaby?"

"6months.Iam justdroppingheroffatthehospital

thenIwillcomeandtakeyouhome."

"Iwanttomeether."

"Babeyouaregoingtotaketime.Sheisworriedsick,

Ineedtogonow.Youhavetobathanddressup.We

willgopickheruptogetherlateron.Youcangothe

mall."Hehandedhersomemoneythenkissedher

cheekandrushedout.

Kagisosighedgettingoffbedthentookashower.

Shelookedaherphoneandrepliedafewmessages.

Herphoneimmediatelyrang,shelookedatRyan's

callknowinghehadobviouslyspokentotheir

mother.

"Hello?"



"Whereareyou?"

"Iwenttoseeafriend."

"Youhavenoreasontolietomama.Youaregrown

now.Youhaveyourownhouse,ifyouwantedherto

takeObrien,youcouldhavejusttoldherthetruth."

"Youknowhowsheis.HowisNeo?"

"She'sok."

"Iam prayingforher."

"Thanks.Whereareyou?"

"Ghanzi."

"Ok.Bye."

HehungupthenKagisodressedupandleftforthe

mall.Atthemall,Kagisowalkedarounddoingsome

shoppingthencalledAtlangbuthedidn'tpick.She

sighedandpickedunisexclothesforthebaby.She

pausedcomingacrossababystrollerthenshe

askedtheshopassistant.

"Howmuchisthis?"

"P1800."



"Ok,Iwillgetit."

Theshopassistantlookedather."Youare

expecting?"

Kagisosmiled."No.It'sformysisterin-law."

"Sheissoblessedtohaveyouwaitse."

Kagisochuckled."Yes."

SheswipedhercarddialingAtlangagainbuthis

phonewasnowoff.Shesenthim amessageas

walkedoutwiththestroller.

***

KatloplacedZoedownthenswitchedthechannelto

cartoons.Shewalkedtothekitchenandcameback

withherglassofjuicethensatdownscrolling

throughherFacebook.ShewenttoRyan'saccount

withherfakeaccountandscrolledthroughhis

pictures.HisprofilepicturewasObrienholdinga

babyinhishandsbutshecouldn'treallyseeproperly.

Shescrolledthroughandsighednotfindingany



picturesofwomen.Katlologgedoutfrom thefake

accountloginbackinheroriginalaccountthenwent

ongoggle.

'howtomoveonfrom someoneyouusedtolove'

Shereadthroughtheresultsforawhileskimming

overuselesspoints.Shesighedthensearched'how

tofallinlovewithsomeonewithoutcomparinghim

toanex'.

Shereadtheresultsgoingthroughanarticletillher

mother'scallinterruptedher.

"Katlo,whenareyoucomingbackfrom Gaborone?"

"Tomorrow.Oabonaisstillworkingonatender

there."

"Ok.Yoursisterisrefusingtodrinkherpills."

"Inowdon'tunderstandwhatherproblem is.Ifshe

can'ttakeresponsibilityforherownhealth,then

thereisnothingwecando."

"Youshouldcomebackandtalktoher."

"Iwillseehertomorrow."



"Ok,greetOabonaforme."

ThemaindooropenedthenOabonawalkedin

holdingfood.

Zoeclappedashewalkedovertoher,itwasactually

funnyhowherdaughterwarmeduptohim so

quickly.

Heputthefooddownandpickedherupwhileshe

giggled.HekissedhercheeksittingbesideKatlo.

"Heybabe..."

Katlosmiled."Ithoughtyouforgotaboutus."

"Therewasalongqueue.Iam sorry."

"It'sok.Letmeheatitup."

Shetookthebigboxofpizzaandwalkedwithitto

thekitchentogetherwithherphone.Sheputitinthe

microwavecallingRyan.

"Hello?"

Sheswallowedlisteningtohisdeepvoicethen

clearedherthroat."Hi.It'sKatlo.Canwetalk?"

"Iam driving.Iwillcallyoulater."



"Ok."

Hehungup.Shesighedputtingherhandoverher

poundingheart.Oabonawalkedinandlookedather.

"What'sgoingon?"

"IjustcalledRyan.IwantustodiscussObrien.He

sadheisbusyandhewillcallmeback.Hedidn't

snap."

Oabonalookedathervisiblyshakingthehetookher

handsintohis."Obrienishisasmuchashe'syours.

Noonewillstopyoufrom seeingyourson.Don't

worry."

"Ok."

Hekissedherthentookthepizzaoutofthe

microwave.

"Iwantedtotalktoyouaboutsomething.Howmuch

haveyousavedforyourbusiness?"

Katlolookedathim."AboutP7000."

"Ok.Iwillinvestinyourbusinessidea.Getyour

businessideainorder,giveittomeandIwilllook

intoitandseewhattIcando."



Katlosmiled."Really?"

"Yeah.TypethebusinessideathenIwilllookintoit."

***

Oupawalkedfrom thebedroom goingtothekitchen

thenpausedstaringatAvabusycooking.

"Whatareyoudoing?"

Avasighedturningtoherwithanadhesivebandage

onhernose."Idon'twanttofightwithyou.Whatever

issueyouhave,discussitwithKabo."

"Youareinmykitchen!Didyoubuyanyofthethings

youareusing?Iboughtthem!Withmymoney!The

potyouareusing,Iboughtit.Thatplate,Iboughtit!

YouexpectmetodiscussthatwithKabo?"

Avaputeverythingdown."Iam sorry."

Oupatookadeepbreaththenopenedherfridge.Ava

sighed.

"Iam sorryforeverything.Ireallyam.Ididn'tknow

youwereinthepicture.Heonlytoldmeamonth



ago."

"Soyouthoughthewassingleallalongjustwaiting

foryoutocomeback?"

"Nobutwhenhedidn'tmentionhavingagirlfriend,I

justthoughthedidn'thave."

"Iam notgoinganywhere.AndIwantyoutogetout

andgobacktowhereyouhavealwaysstayed.You

aremakingmefeelold."

"Youarerudeunnecessarily.Igetyouarehurtbut

youarebehavinglikeyouareoutofit."

"LikeIam outofit?"

Kabowalkedin."Youaremakingnoise."

Avalookedathim."It'sher,she-"

"Iam what?"

"Iwillslapyoubothrightnow!Ava,inthecar.Now!"

AvawalkedoutthenKabofacedOupa."Iam taking

hertoherhouse.Wewilltalklater."

Hewalkedout.Oupastoodbythewindowand

watchedthem astheygotinthecar.Avalookedat



Kabocryingthenhehuggedhersayingsomethingto

her.Secondslaterhelatergoandkissedherthen

startedthecaranddroveout.Oupawipedawayher

tearsanddisposedeverythingAvahadcooked.

***

CliffwalkedinMoitoi'sroom thenlookedaherwith

asigh.Tshegostoodupfrom thechairwhereshe

wasseatingandgrabbedherbag.

"Iwillgiveyoutwosomespace."

Shewalkedpasthim thenhegrabbedherhand.

"Iam sorry."

Tshegoshrugged."Thedoctorssayshewillneverbe

normalagain."

"Thepoliceseemeassuspect."

"Allthisbecauseofmessageswhichmeannothing."

Tearsfilledhereyes.

Cliffhuggedherwhileshecried.



MoitoislowlyopenedhereyesandwatchedasCliff

huggedTshego.

.

Don'tforgettolikeandcomment,andkeepinmind

thatwedon'tparticipateininsertsthenwewillonly

recieveasingleinsertperday.

.

.

.
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Themonitorstartedbeeping,Tshegoimmediately

letgoandrushedtoMoitoi’sside.Heroxygenmask

gotmisty,Cliffpressedtheemergencybuttonand

momentslaterthenurserushedin.

“Youcanwaitoutside.”

Tshego’sheartpounded.“What’swrongwithher?Is

sheok?”

“Stepoutplease.”

Thedoctorwalkedinthenthenurseledthem

outside.Tshegokneesshooksomuchshetookoff

herheels.

“Sheiswake.Shewasbreathingonherown.Isaw

it.”

Cliffsmiled.“Yes.”

Tshegoputherhandsoverherfacehappily.“God



thankyou…”

Cliff’sphonerangthenhesteppedawayfrom

Tshegoanswering.

“Yeah?”

“Iam inGabs,wecandiscussyourcase.”

“Mygirlfriendisawake.Shewilltellthepolicewhat

happened.”

“OkbutasyourlawyerIstillsuggestwesitandtalk.”

“Ok.”

“Bye.”

CliffhungupandwalkedbacktoTshegojustasa

manwalkedoverandhuggedher.

“Howisshe?”

“Sheisawake.Isawherbreathing.”

“That’sgood.”

TshegoturnedtoCliffthensmiled.“Mr.Letsatsi,this

ismysister’sboyfriend,CliffandCliff,thisismy

boss,Mr.OdirileLetsatsi.”



“Neverknewbossescouldcomfortusoutsidework

place.Iwishmybosswoulddothesameforme.”

Odirilelookedathim.“Maybeheshould.”

Cliffturnedtothedoctorwalkingout.Tshegosmiled.

“Sheisawake,right?”

“Yes.Sheisawake.”

“CanIseeher?”

“Ofcause.Onepersonatatime.”

Cliffsmiled.“Youcangoinfirst.”

TshegoquicklywalkedinthenClifflookedatOdirile.

“Sobossesnowfuckemployees?”

OdirileslidhisphoneinhispocketturningtoCliff

thensmiled.“Boyfocusonnotgoingtojailbecause

youmightgothere.Thewomaninthereburnt

herselfbecauseshethinksyouweresleepingwith

hersister,nowimagineherreactionrealizingshe

didn’tdieasshewantedandshewillbestuckwith

scarsfortherestofherlife,Ismelljail.Imagine

goingtojailforsomethingyoudidn’tdo?Painful.”



***

Insidetheroom,TshegoheldMoitoi’shand.

“Iam sogladyouareawake.”

“HowdoIlook?”

Tshegotearfullylookedather.“Youaregoingtobe

fine.”

“Stoplyingtome.”

“Youwillbefine.Youaregoingtorecover.”

“HowdoIlook?”

AtearrandownTshego’scheekthenshequickly

wipedit.“Thedoctorssaidyousufferedthirdand

seconddegreeburns.”

“Whataboutmyface?”

“It’sburntbutyoucanalwaysdoaplasticsurgery.I

am notsleepingwithCliff.Iwouldneverlookathim

likethat.Iknowwhatourmessageslookedlikebut

itwasallinnocent.Cliffoverheardourconversation

whenyoucametomyhouse,hewasannoyed.



That’swhatImeantforhim totellyouwhat’sgoing

on.Youdeservedtoknowwhythesuddenchangeof

behavior.”

Cliffopenedthedoorthenwalkedin.Helookedat

TshegothenatMoitoi.

“Heybabe…”

Hewalkedtoherandheldherhand.Tearsfilled

Moitoi’seyesasshelookedathim.Shewouldnever

forgetthefire….Theflames,thepain.Shewould

neverforgetit.Shelookedatherlegsallcoveredin

bandagesandwonderedjusthowshelookednow.

Herfacewasruined…herhair…shehadsmelther

skinburningandthesmellwasstillstuckupinher

nostrils.Thetearsfilledhereyessheclosedhereyes

tryingtoforgetbutthesceneplayeditselfrepeatedly

inherhead.

“Ineedtobealone.”

Cliffnoddedthentookherhandandkisseditbefore

walkingout.Tshegolookedather.

“Iam notsleepingwithhim,Iswear.”



“CallSeneo.Iwanttotalktoher.”

“Ok.”

Tshegowalkedoutthenscrolledthroughher

contactstillshepauseddialingSeneo’snumber.The

phonerangforawhile.

“Hello?”

Tshegotookadeepbreath.“Hi.It’sTshego.”

“Hi.”

Tshegoswallowed.“Moitoigotburnt,sheisin

hospital.Shewantstoseeyou.”

“Seeme?”

“Yes.”

“Iam busydealingwithmygrandmother’sdeath.I

am notinthemoodforafightwithher.”

“ShegotburntSeneo.Alloverherbody.”

Seneopaused.“Areyouserious?”

“Yes.SheiscurrentlyatBokamoso.”

“ThereisnothingIcandorightnow.Iam stillatthe



funeral.”

“Ok.ShouldIgiveherthephone?”

“No.Iam busyrightnow.Bye.”

Shehungup.Tshegosighedthenwalkedbackinthe

room.“Sheisstillbusy.”

Moitoinoddedsilently.“Callthepolicethen.Iwant

totellthem whathappened.”

“Ok.”

***

Ryanslowlywalkedinsidehishotelroom ashisleg

ached.Hesatdowntakingouthisringingphone.

“Amber…”

“Hey,guesswhat?”

“What?”

“Igotmyleave.Iam goingtoVictoriafalls.Ihave

alwayswantedtogothere.”



Ryansmiled.“Youdoneedabreak.”

“Yeah…Whydidn’tanyonetellmethatlongdrives

alonewhilelisteningtogoodmusicarethebest?

AnywaysIam inFrancistownjustpassingby.CanI

seeyou?Ihavesomethingforyou.”

“Whatisit?”

“Youneedtoseeitpersonally.Whereareyou?Ihave

togetgoing.Idon’twanttodriveatnightandget

attackedbyawildanimal.”

“Iwillsendyoumylocation.Itbetterbeworthit.”

“Trustme,itis.”

***

Awhilelater,RyanopenedthedoorforAmberwho

wasinshortsandaseethroughtop.Hehadnever

seenherwearinganythinglikethat.Shesmiled

takingoffherglasseswhileherlongcurlyhair

floweddownherback.



“Hi…”

“Hey..wow!”

“Ilooklessuglytoday?”

Heletherinthenshelookedathisbandagedleg.

“What’sgoingonwiththat?”

“Nothing,gotattackedbyadog.”

“Letmesee.”

“It’sgood.”

“Youareinpain.Youarelimping.Sitdown.”

Ryansatdownthensheremovedthebandage.

“You’vegottotakecareofthisorelseitwillgetan

infectionandwewillhavetoamputateyou.”

“Ithoughtyouweretakingabreakfrom medicine.”

“Thatdoesn’tmeanIjustignorewhenyouare

playingwithfire.Sitstill,Iwillgetmyfirstaidkit

from thecar.”

“Youwantedtogivemesomething.”

“Itcanwait.”



Shewalkedbacktohercarandcamebackwithher

firstaidkit.Shequicklyattendedhiswoundand

bandagedhim withacleanbandage.

“Therewego.”

“Thanks.”

“Igotsomethingforyou.”

Shehandedhim anenvelope.

“What’sthis?”

“Openit.”

Ryanopenedtheenvelopeandtookouttheletter

whichhequicklyreadthrough.Ryanfrowned.

“Isforreal?”

“Yes,Mr.ChiefSurgeon.Youdeservethisposition.I

gotitfrom thehospitalanddecidedtodeliverit

personally.”

Hechuckled.“Yeah,thiswouldhavemademehappy

monthsbackbutIwanttoopenmyownclinic.With

Seneobymyside,wewillgofar.Ijustneedtomarry

herfirst.Iam notgoingtostartacompanyand



discussfutureplanswithagirlfriend.”

Ambersmiled.“Isn’tshetooyoungformarriage?Is

thatwhatshewants?”

“Yes.Andageisjustanumber.Iam goingtomarry

her.Iam goingtogiveherthetitleshedeserves.”

“Goodluck!Iam happyforyou.”

Ryansmiled.“Thanks.HowisKgosi?”

“Isawhisdaughteryesterday,heisdoinggoodand

backatbeingthebestsecurityguard.Takesome

painkillersandwater.”Shetookoutthepainkillers

andhandedhim herbottleofwater.Ryanthrewthe

pillsinhismouthandswallowedwithherwater.

“Thanks.”

Ambersmiled.“Weallneedmeasafriend.”

“Youarerightaboutthat.Iam sotired.”Heyawned

exhausted.Hiseyesslowlyclosedthenheopened

them.

“Hey…takeanap.”

Amberhelpedhim liedownasheclosedhiseyes



slippingintoadeepsleep.

***

SeneogotinthecarwithherauntwhileholdingJade.

Heruncle’swifewalkedovertothecar.

“Youaregoingtogetfood?”

Kedibonenodded.“Yes,youwantsomething?

“No.Neo,youdon’thavetotakethebabywith.Ican

lookafterher.Anythingcanhappenintheroad,I

heardthereareelephantsroamingaround.It’snot

safeforyoutogowiththebaby.”

SeneothoughtfullylookedatJadethenturnedtoher

aunt.

“Sheisright.Anythingcanhappen.”

Seneosighedthenhandedthebabytoheruncle’s

wifetogetherwithherbag.

“Everythingsheneedsisinside.”



“Ok.”

ShewalkedawaythenSeneoclosedthedoorwitha

sigh.“Heisgoingtobemad.Heisexpectingmeto

comewithher.”

“Youwillridehim sogoodhewillforgiveyou.“

Seneolaughedasherauntreversedanddroveoff.

***

Moitoilookedatthepolicewalkingin.

“Dumelang…”

“Iknowwhosetmyhouseonfire.Itwasmy

boyfriend.Ibrokeupwithhim becauseIwas

suspectinghewassleepingwithmysisterthenhe

walkedoutleaving.Ilockedthedoorbehindhim

becausehehadthreatenedmetellingmeIcan’t

leavehim.Suddenlymyhousewasonfire.Ithinkhe

mighthaveopenedthegastankonhiswayout.I

don’tfeelsafe.Pleasehelpme.”
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Tshegowalkedinholdingwaterthenlookedatthe

policeofficersandbackathersister.

"Ibroughtyouwater."

Sheputthewaterdownthenwalkedoutleavingthe

doorslightlyopenandlistened.

"Soyouaresaying,yourboyfriendsetthehouseon

fire?"

"Yes.Itwasonlyhim andIinthehouse.Iwenttothe

bedroom andwhenIsmeltthesmoke,Iwenttothe

kitchenandfounditonfirethentheexplosion

happened."

"Howlonghaveyoubeenseeingthisman?"

"Forayearnow."

"Hasheeverthreatenedyoubefore?"



"No.Butthepastmonththingshavebeenshakey.I

noticedachangeinhisbehaviorandwhenIasked,

hewouldmakeupexcusestillIwenttohishouseto

talk.Ifoundabrainthehouse,hesaidhisbrother

hadbeenthere.Weleftformyhouseandsleptthere.

ThefollowingmorningsIwentthroughhisphone

wereIfoundmessagesbetweenhim andmysister,I

confrontedhim andbrokeupwithhim thenhelostit.

Hewasthreateningme.Iaskedhim toleaveand

immediatelyafterheleft,Ilockedthedoorandwent

tomybedroom."

TshegofrownedlisteningasMoitoispoketothe

police.Minuteslatertheywrappedupthenthepolice

officerswalkedout.Tshegowalkedbackinthe

room.

"Whyareyoulying?"

"Lyingaboutwhat?"

"AboutCliff.Whyareyoulying?Areyoutryingto

sendthismantojailforsomethinghedidn'tdo?"

"Youdon'tknowanything."

"IknowyouarelyingMoitoi!Youwantedtokill



yourself!"

"Andyouwouldknowbecauseyouaresleepingwith

him?"

Tshegolaughedwithdisbelief."Youarecrazy!"

"Iam notcrazy.Howcouldyoudothistome?"

"Iam notsleepingwithCliff!"

"YouareasnakeTshego!"

"Iam notsleepingwithCliff.WhywouldIsleepwith

him?"

"Becauseyouareabackstabber!"

"Youareoutofit.Ican'tbelieveyouliedtothepolice

likethat.Youareunbelievable."

"Idon'tcarewhatyouthinkaboutme."

"Youaredemented!Youarepushingawaytheonly

personwhocaresaboutyouaway."

"ImaybedementedbutIam better.Howmany

abortionsdidyouhavebackthen?"

"Myabortionsareinthepast,can'tsaythesame



aboutyourgrilledskin.Youburntyourselfforwhat?

Foramanbecauseyouthoughthewascheating?

Youneedtogetyourselfchecked.Somethingis

wrongwithyou.Insteadofappreciatingthepeople

whoareherewithyou,youlieaboutthem tothe

police.Iguesstheappledoesn'tfallfarfrom thetree,

doesitnow?"

Tshegowalkedouttakingoutherphone.She

immediatelycalledCliffwalkingoutsidetohercar.

"Hello?"

"Hi.IjustwantedtotellyouthatIoverheardMoitoi

tellingthepoliceyousetherhouseonfire.Stay

prepared."

"What?"

"Shewantstohaveyouthrowninjail.Becareful."

Cliffsighed."Thanks."

Tshegohungupgettinginhercaranddroveoff.

***



InFrancistown,Seneosteppedoutofthecaratthe

hotelthenwavedatherauntandwalkedinsidethe

buildingtoRyan'sroom number.Sheknockedonthe

doorwalkinginthnesighedstaringathim sleeping

onhisback.Sheclosedthedoorandwalkedfurther

inandshookhim.

"Ryan!Ryan!"

Sheshookhim harder."Ryanwakeup!"

Herheartskippedthensheshookhim evenharder.

"Ryan!"

Heslowlyopenedhiseyes.Seneosighed.

"Areyouok?Wakeup."

Feelingdrainedheslowlygotupthenhesatupright

fightingawaysleep.

"Hey..."

"Areyouok?"

"Yeah.I'm good.Justtired."

HisphonerangthenSeneoreachedforitandrolled

hereyesanswering.



"Yes?"

"Oh!HiSeneo,howareyoudoing?"

"I'm fine."

"Iam reallysorryaboutyourgrandmother."

SeneolookedatRyanwhowasfallingasleepagain.

"Thanks."

"Ifyoucan,pleasetellRyantocallthehospitalwith

hisresponse."

"Whatresponse?"

"Forhisoffer."

"Ok."

"Iwillkeepyouinmyprayers.Iknowwhatyouare

goingthrough,Ilostmygrandmotherlastyear.

Hopefullythepaingetsbetterwithtime.Bye."Amber

hungupthenSeneolookedatRyanwhohadfallen

asleepagain.Shescrolledthroughhismessages

withAmberandalltheytalkedaboutwaswork.She

putthephonedownandputherhandoverhis

forehead.



"Ryan!"

"Hmm..."

Seneoworriedlylookedathim.Itwasweirdjusthow

hewassoexhaustedhecouldbarelykeephiseyes

openyetthiswasthesamemanwhocouldworka

24hournightshift.Shelookedathislegthen

openedthewoundtocheckforanyinfectionbut

therewasnothing.

"Ryan..."Sheshookhim.

"Hmmm?"

"Areyouok?"

Heremainedsilentsleepingthenshegaveuplying

besidehim.

***

Katlofinsihedtypingherbusinessplanthenshe

wentthroughitagainfixinganymistakesshemade.

Hermotherwalkedinherroom andlaidZoewho



wassleepingonthebed.

"Whatareyoudoing?"

"Typingmybusinessplan.Oabonawantstoinvestin

mybusiness."

Hermothersmiled."Heisagoodman."

"Heis.But..."

"Butwhat?"

"Idon'tthinkIlovehim thewayIshouldbeloving

him."

"Whatdoyoumean?"

"Idon'tfeelthewayitshouldfeel.MaybeIdidthe

firsttwoweeksbutnowit'slikeIjustlostinterest."

"YouarestillthinkingaboutRragweObrien?"

"Ican'tgethim outofmymind.IthoughtbynowI

wouldbeoverhim butIstillthinkofhim."

"RragweObrienisinthepast.Thatsheepsank.What

youtwohadwasnotlovebecauseitwasonesided.

Youaretheonewholovedhim andhedidn't."



"Idon'tknowmama.Ilovethatmansomuch.You

don'tunderstand,everythingabouthim spoke

volumes."

"Andwheredidthatleaveyou?Itdidn'twork.You

havefoundamanwholovesyouandyourdaughter.

Don'ttryruiningagoodthingovernonsense.IfRyan

lovedyouhewouldhavelongcomeafteryou.You

willneverfindagoodmanlikeOabonaanywhere.

Youaregoingtoturnintooneofthosepeoplewho

losegoodpeoplebecauseyouarestuckonpeople

whodon'tcareaboutyou."

Katlosighed."Ifeelguilty."

"Learntolovethatman.Thatmanistheoneforyou.

YoushouldthankGodforbringingyouablessingon

asilverplatter.Ryanisnotcomingbacktoyou.

Moveon!"

Hermotherwalkedoutleavingherstaringather

daughterthoughtfully.

***



Avadrankherpainkillersthenlookedathernose.

Kabowalkedinherbedroom andstoodatthedoor

staringather.

"Iam sorryforallthis."

"It'sok.Whatareyougoingtodo?"

"Sheisjustindenial.Iknowherandsheisgoingto

leaveonherown."

"Doyouloveher?Behonestwithyourself."

Henodded."Yes."

Avablinkedawayhertearsandtookadeepbreath.

"Whatifshedoesn'tleave?Willyoumarryhertoo?"

"Idon'tknow.Iloveyouboth."

"Arewestillgettingmarried?"

"Yesbutjustnotnow."

Atearolleddownhercheek.Shewipeditaway

standing.

"SowhatshouldIdointhemeantime?"

Kabowalkedovertoherthenkissedher."Iloveyou,



thathasn'tchanged.Ijustneedtofigureoutwhatto

dowithherwithoutlyingtoyouortoher."

"IsthereachancethatImayloseyou?"

Kabohuggedher."No.That'snotgoingtohappen.

Sheispregnant.Youarealsopregnant.I'm goingto

waittillbothofyougivebirth.Iam notgoingto

stressyouorherduringthistime."

"SoIam Igoingtobesharingyou?"

Hesighedthenkissedhercheek."Iam goingtosee

her.Iwillseeyoulater."

Hewalkedout.Ava'slipstrembledtheneventually

shebrokedowncrying.

***

OupaopenedthedoorforKabothenhewalkedin

holdingatakeawaybagoffood.Hereyeswere

swollenandred.Sheclearedherthroat.Kabosighed

thenhuggedher.Oupastartedcrying.



"Why?WhatdidIdo?Whatam Idoingwrong?Isit

becauseIam insecure?IwillchangeIswear."

Heputthefoodonthecouchthenkissedher.He

pickedherupandwalkedwithhertothebedroom

whereheplacedheronthebedgettingbetweenher

legs.

ShebreathedinAva'sperfumewhichwasallover

him andtheurgetopushhim offcamebutthiswas

themansheloved.Shelovedsomuchitevenhurt.

Maybeitwasherfault.Ifsewasn'tsoinsecure,

maybehewouldn'thavelookedatAva.Hetookoff

hist-shirtandkissedheragainthenhepaused

takingoffherdress.Hedroppedkissesfrom her

neckgoingdownherbellybuttontillhewasbetween

herlegsdevouringherwithhismouthwhileshe

moanedgrabbingthebedcover.

ShesecretlywonderedifthiswaswhathedidtoAva.

Tearsagainfilledhereyes,Kabogotupandkissed

hertakingouthisdickthenheslidinkissingher.

***



LaterthatdayKagisosatinthehotelroom waiting

impatiently.Atlang'sphonewasstilloffandshewas

beginningtogetworried.Thedooropenedthenhe

walkedin.Shestoodup.

"Wherewereyou?"

"ThereissomethingIhavetotellyou."

.

.

.
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"Whatisit?"

"Mysister'sdaughterissick.Ican'ttakeyouhome

tonight."

"What'swrongwithherdaughter?"

"Uhhthedoctorsarenotsure,wearewaitingforthe

results."

"Iam sorrybutwhycan'tyoutakemetoyour

house?"

"Iwon'tbeanygoodcompanyforyou.Iwanttohelp

mysister."

"Icanhelptoo."

"Youdidn'tcomeheretoslaveforme."Hekissedher.

"Iwillseeyoutomorrow.Whattimeisyourbus

leavingtomorrow?"



"Earlymorning."

"Idon'tknowifIwillbeabletotakeyoutotherank.

Youwillhavetocallacab."Hegavehermoneyfor

thebus."Iam sorrythistripturnedlikethis."

"Istilldon'tknowwhyyoucan'ttakemetoyour

house.Yoursisterknowsyouhaveagirlfriend

doesn'tshe?"

"Shedoesbutherdaughterissick.Sheneedsme.If

youarethereitmeansIam goingtohavetodecide

myattentionandIcan'tdothat."

"Iwanttohelp.Iboughtherchildafewthings."

"Iwillgivethem toher.BabeIwantyoutomeetmy

sisterinapropersetup.Notlikethis.Hermotheris

comingtoo."

"Hermother?Youdon'tshareamother?"

"Uhhyes.Ourmother'saredifferent.Look,youwill

meetmyfamilyproperlynexttime.Iam reallysorry

forthis."Hekissedhercheek.

"Iboughtthisabbystrollerandafewclothes."

Atlangsmiledstaringateverythingshebought.



"Thankyousomuch.Shewouldappreciateit."He

huggedherthentookeverythingandwalkedout.

Kagisolookedatthemoneythenslowlysatdown.

***

Ryanopenedhiseyesandsighedfeelingmorethan

justexhausted.Heslowlygotoffbedandstaggered

tothebathroom wherehelookedathimselfonthe

mirror.Somethingwaswrong,hecouldfeelit.Itfelt

asifhehadbeensedated.

Hewashedhisfacethenwalkedoutandlookeda

Seneowhowassleeping,herphonebesideher.A

smilecoveredhisfaceashestaredathersleep.He

reachedforhisbagandtookoutthering.Hestill

hadn'tfoundtherightfulmomenttodoitandnow

withhergrandmother'sdeathhewonderedifthere

wouldbeachancetodoitsoon.

Hewalkedovertoherthenslidtheringonherfinger,

ok,nowthatlookedmuchbetter.Hisphonerang

thenhequicklyanswered.



"Hello?"

"OhmyGodRyan!Igaveyouthewrongpillstoday.

Areyouok?"

"Youwhat?"

"Iam realizingitnow.Igaveyoumysleepingpills.I

am sosorry.OhmyGod,Ifeelaguilty.Iam really

sorry."

Ryansighed."It'sok."

"Howareyoufeeling?"

"AbitdrowsybutI'm good."

"Iam reallysorry."

RyanlookedasSeneowokeup."It'sokAmber.I

havetogo.Enjoyyourholiday."

"Thanks."

Hehungupandsmiled.Seneogotoffbed.

"Whendidyouwakeup?"

"Justnow."

"Whathappenedtoyou?"



Hekissedher."Somesleepingpills.Sorry.Whereis

Jade?"

"Ileftherhome.Icouldn'tcomewithher,notwith

theelephantsintheroad."

"Whodidyouleaveherwith?"

"Myuncle'swife.Sheisgoodwithkidsbabe."

"Seneoit'safuneral,doyouthinksheisgoingto

carryourdaughtereverywhere?Whenshesleeps

she'sobviouslygoingtooutherdownandleaveher

alone.Whoknowswhatmighthappentoher?There

arerelativeswhoarerapists."

"Shepromisedtolookafterherand-"

"Youshouldn'thavelefther.Doyouevenknowthat

auntofyours?Youdon'tknowthispeople,yesthey

areyourrelativesbutyoudon'tknowthem enough

totrustthem withababy."

"Sheisgoodwithkids.Ifshewasn'tthenaunt

Kedibonewouldn'thaveletmeleaveherwithmy

daughter.ButIwillcallher."

Shetookoutherphoneandcalledher.Thephone



rangforawhilethensheanswered.Seneooutthe

phoneonloudspeaker.

"Seneo..."

"Ma,howisJade?"

Theauntlaughed."Sheisok.Shehasn'tcriedsince

youleft.SheissuchasweetchildebileIhaven'tput

herdownsince.Ifeellikeanewmom."

Seneosmiled."Shenevercries.Thankyousomuch

fordoingthisforme."

"It'sok.Youfather'suncleishere.Theolderone.

Youknowhowheis,everythingisgoinginordernow.

Youcanfeelhispresence.Heheardaboutwhatyour

uncledidandheislivid.From todaygoingforward,

heistheonewhoisgoingtobehandlingallthe

issues."

"ThankGod!"

"Iknow.Ok,Iam feedingherrightnow.Youcancall

lateragain."

"Ok."

Seneohungup."See?Herhusbandmightbethe



worstbutsheisagoodwoman."

"Icansee,Ijustwantustobecareful,that'sall.So

where'stheauntyoucamewith?"

"Shesaidsheisgoingtosleepatafriend'shouse.

Weareleavingtomorrowmorning.Icalledthe

detectivewhatre-openedRea'scasetoaskabout

hisprogress."

"Whatdidhesay?"

"TheyarestillsearchingforWinnie'suncle.

ApparentlytheyhavealertedNamibiaabouthim."

Shewalkedtothetoilettopeethenwashedher

hands.Shepausedstaringatthediamondringon

herfinger.Shequicklywalkedoutofthebathroom

andfoundRyanonthephone.Secondslaterhehung

up.Seneoraisedherhand.

"What'sthis?"

"Oh...Iwantedtoseeifitfits.Itfits."

Shelookedathim tearfully."Ryan..."

"Itlooksgoodonyoutoo."



Sheopenedhermouthtotalkbutratheratearrolled

down.Hewalkedoverandkissedher.

"Worsttiming....Iknow.Icameheretoaskyouto

marryme.Yourgrandmotherknew.Whenyou

walkedout,thatwasthefirstthingIsaid.Youshould

haveseenhersmile.IknowIam notthebestthing

afterslicedbreadbutIloveyou."Hesighed."My

heartisbeatingsofast,letmecutdowntothe

chase..."Hewentdownonhisknee."Willyouplease

marrymeSeneoModisane?"

Seneo'slipstrembledasshelookedathim downon

hisknee.

"Ryan..."

"MakemethehappiestmanandbeMrs.Mfetane."

Shelookedatthebeautifulringonherfinger,itwas

beautifulandglittering.Itmusthavecostalotandit

fitperfectly.

"Youalreadyhavetheringonmyfinger,whyareyou

asking?"

Hechuckled."Togetthepermissiontomarryyou."



"Thisisabeautifulring..."Shesteppedbacktrying

nottocry."Iam notready."

Ryanstoppedsmiling."Youarenotreadyforwhat?"

"Iam justnotreadyRyan.Iam...Iam sorry."

"Iam here,wewilltakeitslow.Iwantustohavea

strongfoundation."

"Wedon'thavetobemarriedtohaveagreat

foundation.Canwejustwaitforabit.Iam notready

rightnow."

Hegotup."IwanttostartaclinicandIwantyou

rightbymyside.Notasagirlfriendbutasmywife."

"Iwillberightbyyoursideasthemotherofyour

children.Iam notready.Iam sorry."

Hesigheddisappointed."Wow!Iam goingoutfor

somefreshair."

Hewalkedoutwithhisphoneleavingherstandingin

themiddleoftheroom.Hisfathercalled,helooked

atthephoneforawhilethenanswered.

"Papa.."



"Whenareyoucoming?"

"Maybetomorrow."

"Ok.Weneedtodiscussawayforward.Ihopeyou

havemoney.Tomarryyouneedtohavemoney."

"Ihadupto60kforthebridepricebutSeneosays

sheisnotreadyformarriagesolet'sjustpaythe

damages.Iwantmykidstousemysurname."

"Youaskedhertomarryyou?"

"Yes."

"Whatifit'sheremotionstalking?Shejustlosther

grandmother.Andwhotoldyoutoask?Whenyou

wanttomarry,youjustdoit.Doyouaskgirlstokiss

them oryoujustdoit?"

"Papait'sdifferent."

"Andthat'syourproblem.Whenyouwantsomething,

youdon'taskforit,youjusttakeit.Samewayyou

don'tasktokissherbeforeyoukissher,youjust

marryher.Shewillhearfrom herunclesthat

someonewantstomarryher.Thiswomanisyour

wifealready.Youhavekidswithher.Marryingher



isn'tsupposedtobeaquestionthatneedstobe

asked,itisanactionthatneedstobetaken."

"Iwon'tforcehertomarryme.Idon'twanttoget

marriedthentwoyearslaterwedivorce.Ifshefeels

sheisnotreadythenIwillwaitbecausewhenI

finallymarryher,Iwon'tbemarryinghertodivorce

her."

"Ok.Comebacksowediscusseverything.Including

youmarryingher."

"Eerra."

Hehungupandcontinuedwalking.

***

Clifflookedathislawyerastheywalkedoutofthe

policestation.

"Sowhatisgoingtohappennow?"

"It'syourwordagainsthers.Yousaidyoususpect

sheisdepressedright?"



"Yes.Idon'tthinksheeverdealtwiththedeathof

hercousin."

"Areasonwhyshewouldtryburningherself.Don't

worry.Youaregoingtobefine.Wewillseeherin

court."

Cliffpartedwithhislawyerthengotinhiscarand

calledMoitoibutherphonewasoff.Hedialed

Tshego'snumber.

"Hello?"

"Hi.Areyouatthehospital?"

"No.Iam drivingtoMaitengwetoattendmy

grandmother'sfuneral."

"Oh,sorryforyourloss."

"Thamks."

"Thankyoufortheheadsupearlieron."

"What'sgoingtohappennow?"

"Mylawyersadit'sherwordagainstmine.Wewill

faceherincourt."

"Iam reallysorrythisishappeningtoyou."



"It'sok.Itriedtoloveyoursisterbutit'sprovingtobe

difficultsoIwon'tbothermyselfwithheranymore."

"Iam sorry."

"It'sok.Haveasafejourney."

Shechuckled."Idon'tusuallydriveatnight.Iam

scared."

"Keepyoureyesopen,whenyoufeeltired,parkthe

carandtake30minutesrest,therearecowsinthe

road.Youneedtobealert."

"Thanks."

"Feelfreetocallmewhenyoufeelsleepy."

"Iwill.Bye."

"Sharp."

CliffhungupthentypedamessageforMoitoi.

Cliff:Iam from thepolicestation,Ihearyouare

sayingIstartedthefire.WebothknowthetruthbutI

won'tbotheryou,Iwillmeetyouincourtbutjustso

youknow,it'sanoffensetolietothepoliceandyou

mightgotojailforitforaverylongtime.Iam



settingmyselffreefrom thisrelationship,Itried

lovingyoubutitseemstobedifficultto.Idon'tknow

ifit'smeoryoubuteitherway,Iam settingmyself

freefrom this.Ihopeyouhaveaquickrecovery.

Hereadthemessagethensentitanddroveaway.

***

Amberwalkedoutofthestoreandgotinhercar

withherfruits.Shesighed,fertilizationwouldtakea

fewdaysandinafewweeksshewouldknowifit

workedornot.Sheputherhandoverherstomach

andclosedhereyeshopingitworked.Hewasfertile

andshewasfine,ithadtowork.

8MONTHSLATER

Don'tforgettolikeandcomment.Ifwedon't

participatethenwewillhaveasingleinsertperday.
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Leatsoemotionallylookedatherselfinfrontofthe

mirrorinherfullfacebeatandhergown.Herafro

wasstyledsobeautifully.Seneowalkedinand

smiled.

“OhmyGodfriend!”

Leatsosmiledfightinghertears.“Ilookdifferent.”

Seneoshookherheadwalkinginherdresswithaslit.

“Youlookbeautiful.”

ShechuckledturningtoSeneo.“WhoknewIwould

behereoneday?”

“Godknew.”

AtearrolleddownLeatso’scheek.

“Youareruiningyourmakeup.”

“WhoknewwhereIwouldbehadn’tImetyouthat



dayatIHS.Ourfirstdaywasadisaster,butitgot

betterwhenwegottoberoommates.Iam so

gratefulforourfriendshipSeneo,youaremyonly

friendbutIam grateful.Ifitweren’tforthis

friendshipIwouldn’thavemetBokaoandtodayI

wouldn’tbegettingmarried.Notalotofwomen

passongoodguysthesedaysbutyoudid.”

Seneohuggedher.“YoutwoaremeanttobeandI

am proudtohavehookedyouup.Nowenoughof

crying.”Seneosteppedbackandlookedatherthen

startedsinging.

“TonightImightfallinlove,dependin’onhowyou

holdme

I’m gladthatI’m calmin’down,can’tletnoonecome

controlme

Keepdancingandcallitloveshefightin’butfallin’

slowly

Ifeveryouareindoubtrememberwhatmamatold

MeLeatsolaughedthenjoinedhersinging.



“Brownskingirl,yaskinjustlikepearls

Yourbackagainsttheworld

Inevertradeyouanybodyelse,say

Brownskingirlyaskinjustlikepearls

Thebestthinginnadiworld

Inevertradeyouforanybody,say”

Leatso’sbrotheropenedthedoorandsmiled.

“Peoplearebeginningtolookatourfamily,comeout.

YoulookbeautifulNeobutcomeout.”

HewalkedoutthenLeatsoputherhandover

Seneo’sbelly.“Ihopeyoudon’tgivebirthtoday.”

Seneolaughed.“Iam overdue.Thedoctorsaidifit

doesn’thappenduringtheweekendtheyaregoingto

havetoinduceme.”

“WhatdidRyansay?”

“HewantedmeinduceddaysbackbutItoldhim I

couldn’tbecauseyourweddingwascomingup.”



“Youshouldn’thaverefused.Yoursafetytogether

withDylan’ssafetyshouldcomefirsttoyou.”

“Iam thinkingofcallinghim Larona.”

TheladieswalkedoutthenLeatsosmiledasher

motherlookedather.Seneosmiledastheyhugged.

“Iwillgoandwaitinside.”

Leatsonodded.Seneowatchedherfriendwithher

motherthenturnedawaytearfully.Shetookadeep

breaththenwalkedinsidethechurch.Bokaolooked

atherasshesatdownthensecondslaterLeatso

walkedin,hermotherholdingherhand.Theyslowly

walkeddowntheaisletillhermotherhandedher

over.

Leatsotookadeepbreathfacinghertobehusband

thenlookedatthecrowdwatchingthem andsmiled

confidently.Thepastorwelcomedeveryonebefore

startingtheceremony.

***



Tshegoparkedhercarbesideherfather’scarand

walkedinsidethehousewithherhandbag.Her

fathersmiledasshewalkedinseatedbesidehis

wifewhiletheywatchedTV.MmagweJuniorsmiled.

“Tshego…sit.”

TshegosatdownjustasMoitoiwalkedinsidethe

sittingroom andsatdown.Thescarslookedsobad,

thelongsleevedtopandpantsdidn’tcovermuch.

Moitoiputonherjacketthatcoveredhernecksitting

downoppositehersister.

“HowisworkTshego?”

TshegolookedatmmagweJuniorandsmiled.“Fine.

Workisfine.”

Theirfathersmiled.“That’sgood.Didyoumanage

gettingthebuildingmaterials?”

“Yes.Nextweektheyaregoingtostartbuilding.

Hopefullytheyfinishfast,Iam soanxioustohave

morerentmoneyreportinginmyaccountevery

month,”

Moitoistoodupandwalkedaway.Tshegofollowed



afterherthenclosedthebedroom doorbehindher

staringathersister.

“Moi…youneedtostopthis.Goingtocourtisnot

goingtohelpyou.Youknowyouarelyingandthey

aregoingtoexposeyou.Cliffhasaverygood

defenselawyer,youstandachancetogotojailfor

lying.”

Moitoistartedundressingtillshewasbarenaked.

Tshegostaredatallthescars.

“ThisiswhatIam now.”

“Thesescarsdon’tdefinewhoyouare.Youaremore

thanthesescars.Iam sorryInevernoticed

somethingwaswrong.Ishouldhavebeenthesister

youneededandhelpedyouwellintime.Butyouare

aliveandthereisstillachance.Youcangethelp….

Getbetter.”

“Seneohasn’tcometoseeme.”

“Seneoispregnantandshehasasmallbaby.That

takesmostofherattention.”

“Sheispregnant?”



“Yes.”

“Ryan’sbaby?”

“Yes.”

Sheshookherhead.“Ican’tbelieveher.”

Tshegosighed.“Seneodidnothingwrong.Wedon’t

choosewhom welove.Ithappensonit’sownand

whenitdoes,youcan’tcontrolit.Iwantyoutodrop

thecaseagainstCliff.”

“Sothatpeoplecallmealiarontopofeverything

else?”

“Atleastthenyouwon’tgotojail.Youdon’thavea

reasontosendaninnocentmantojail.”

“Hedidthistome.IfIdidn’tmeethim thenI

wouldn’tbeheretoday.”

“Canyoustopwiththeblamegame?”

“Iam notdroppingthecase.Peoplearegoingtocall

mealiar.Theywillwriteaboutme.Theyarealready

talkingaboutmecallingmenames.Iwanttodropit

butcanyouimaginewhatpeoplearegoingtocall

menow?”



Tshegotearfullylookedather.“Youcangotojailfor

lying.”

“Idon’twanttogotojailforlying,Idon’tseeany

purposetoliveeitherwaywhenIcan’tevengo

outside.”

“Igotyoualawyer,sheisgoodatwhatshedoesand

shewillsoonbehere.Shewillprovetothecourtthat

whenyoumadethatstatementyouwere

emotionallyunstable.”

Tshego’sphonevibrated.“Sheishere.Iwillgether

inside.Iam coming.”

Tshegowalkedoutthenminuteswalkedbackinwith

abeautifulwomaninabeautifuldressandheels.

Theconfidenceshecarriedcouldbefelt.Shesmiled

atMoitoithenwalkedoverandshookherhand

firmly.

“HiMoitoi,mynameisLinaandIwillbeyourlawyer.

Iwantyoutotellmeeverythingthathappened,let’s

takeitfrom thebeginning.Don’tleaveanythingout,

youlietomeyoudon’tgetusanywhere.Weare

fightingtogetyououtoftroublesohelpmehelp



you.”

***

AmberknockedgentlyonRyan’sdoorthenwalkedin.

Shesmiledashelookedupather.

“Youaregoingforasurgery?”

“Yes.”

Thebabykickedthenshesmiledputtingherhand

overherbelly.

“Ok,Iwantedtotalktoyouaboutsomething.”

“Whatisit?”

“Wewilltalkwhenyoureturnfrom theO.R.”

“Tellmenow.What’sgoingon?”

Ambersmiled.“Ihavealwayswantedababyfor

yearsnow.AndafewmonthsafterIfoundoutIwas,

IalsofoundoutthatIhaveabraintumor.”

Ryanpausedstaringather.



“Icoulddothesurgerybut…itwasrisky.Itstillis

becauseofthisnewlifeIam carryingandIam

choosehim.”Tearsfilledhereyes.“Imightnotmake

ittillmyduedate,thetumorhas..”Shesighed.“It’s

toolatenow.Ihaveaskedthem toinducemeso

thatIcangivebirth.”

“Whydidn’tyoutellmethis?”

“Ididn’twanttobotheryou.Oranyoneforthat

matter.EitherwayIwasstilldealingwithmy

divorce.”

“YoucouldhavetoldmeAmber.”

Shesatdown.“Itdoesn’tmatternow.Theyaregoing

toinducemeinanhour.Howlongisyoursurgery

goingtotake?”

“Lessthantwohours.”

“Idon’tknowwhat’sgoingtohappentometoday.I

mightdieandinwhichifIdo,Iam fullypreparedfor

itbutthisboyIam carryingwithanamazingfather,

hedeservesbetter.”

“Heknowsright?”



“Myex?Yesbutit’snothisbaby.Ihaven’tsleptwith

thatmaninalmosttwoyearsnow.”

“Ok.Youneedtocontactthefatherofthebaby.Or

yourmother.Someone.”

“RememberthetimeIwenttoVicfalls?”

Hispagerbeeped.Helookedather.“Idon’tknow

whattosay…youdying…youcouldhavetoldme.”

“It’stoolatenow.ThetimeIwenttoVicfalls,I

passedbyseeingyou.Igaveyoupainkillersand…-“

Hispagerbeepedagain.“Don’tinducenowsowe

cantalkwhenIcomebackfrom theO.R.”

Ambernoddedthensmiled.Hequicklywalkedout

thenshegrabbedapenandapaperandwrotehim a

letterbeforewalkingout.

***

KagisosatonherbedandcalledAtlangwiththe

newsim cardshehadbought.



“Hello?”

“Atlang,Iam pregnant!”

“So?”

“So?Youareghostingme.Youkeepblockingmy

numbers.Iam pregnant.”

“Withwho’sbaby?Itoldyoutostopbotheringme.”

“Withyourbaby,Ican’tbelievethis.”

“Ididn’twantababywithyouandIam notgoingto

bepartofthatpregnancyofyours.Don’tevercall

meagain.Iam amarriedmanandIlovemywife.I

willnotletyoudestroymymarriagewithyour

nonsense.GetridofthatthingorIwillcomeforyou

personallyifyouthinkyouwilldemandmoneyfrom

me.”

.

.

.

.



OppositePolesAttract

#61

KabolookedatOupapackingherbag.Shepaused

lookingaroundwithherhandoverherbumpthen

pickedadressandfoldeditthenputitinherbag.

"Whydoyouhavetogo?"

"KaboIneedassistancewiththebaby.Iam goingto

mymotherandsheisgoingtohelpme."

"Thenwhyareyoupackingeverything?"

"BecauseIwillbegoneforawhile.YouhaveAva.

Shewillentertainyou."

"Whycan'tyourmothercome?"

"Comewhere?Idon'thaveahouseGaborone."

"Youhavethishouse."

"Yourhouse?ThehousewhereIam cohabitingwith

amanwhoismarryinganotherwomanbecauseI



don'tfituptohisstandardsanymore?"

"Whyareyousayingthat?Iam notgettingmarried."

"Mmekanaontsitsemagadi.Youaregoingtomarry

her."

Helookedatherflawlessskin,thispregnancy

actuallylookedgoodonher.

"Istheresomeoneelse?"

Oupazippedherbagthentookherphoneanddialed

someone.

"Hello?Iam done.Comeandpickmeup."Shehung

upandputhephoneinsideherhandbagthenlooked

around.Shewalkedovertothedressingtablewhere

shetookherperfumeandlipstickleavingitbare.

Shethrewtheitemsinherhandbagandsighed.

"Iam going.Iwillcontactyouwhenthebabyis

born."

"Whoispickingyouup?Icantakeyoutobusrank."

"Iaskedafriend.Don'tstress.YoucangotoAva

now.Iam suremypresencehasbeenstressingher.

It'snotgoodforherbabytoo."



"Whydoesitfeellikeabreakup?"

"YouandIlongbrokeup.Idon'tknowwhatyouare

talkingabout.Youbrokeupwithme.Iam justgoing

omymother'shousewhereIwillbegivenlove

withoutbeggingforit.Iam goingtoclearmyhead

anddealwiththefactthatIlostyou.LennaIdon't

wanttobeanyone'ssecondchoice."

"Iloveyou."

"Youloveyourtobewife.IfIdidn'tforcemyselfinto

stayingwithyou,youwouldhavelongmarriedher."

"Iwanttobethereduringlabor.Ihavethedates

alreadysoIwillbethere."

"Suityourself."

Acarhootedoutside,shereachedforherbagthen

Kabopickeditandwalkedoutwithit.Shepickedher

handbagandwalkedoutwithhim totheblackBMW

thatwasparkedatthegate.Amansteppedoutthen

Kabofrowned.

"Givehim thebag,he'smycousin."

KabolookedatthecousinthenturnedbacktoOupa.



"Cousinfrom where?"

"From myfather'sside.Heismyuncle'sson."

Thecousintookthebagfrom Kabothenputitinthe

bootwhileOupagotinthecar.Kabolookedatthe

cousinsuspiciouslywhowaswalkingtowardshim

withasmirk.

"Whenyoudon'ttreatherright,someoneelsewill

takeherandtreatherright.Nicemeetingyou."

Kabowatchedhim getinthecarthendroveoff.He

tookouthisphoneandcalledher.

"Kabowhatisit?"

"IfIfindoutthatyouarecheatingonmeIam going

tokillyouandwhoeveryourwillbewith.Obatlago

ntlwaelaOupa."

"Heelarra,gotoyourwhitewifeandleavemealone.

YoumustthinkhighlyofyourselfbecauseIhave

beenputtingupwithyournonsense.Newsflash,I

havecometomysensesandIwillnotsettleforyour

nonsense.IwassoblindedbylovethatIletyouhurt

mesomuchtillIcouldn'trecognizemyself.Iam



movingonwithmylifeandtheonlyconnectionyou

andIwillhaveisthebaby.Osekawabatlagontena.

Iwillreportyoutothepoliceforthreateningmylife."

"Letmefindoutthatyouarecheatingonme,Iwill

makesureyouregretit,trustme."

Oupahungup.Kaboswallowedhard,itwasthe

realizationthatthemanthathadbeenintroducedas

acousincouldpossiblynotbeacousinbutrather

hisreplacement.

Hewalkedinsidethehousedialinghisuncle.

"Kabo..."

"Isitpossibletomarrytwowomen?"

Hisunclelaughed."Verymuchpossible,youwant

twowives?"

"Yes.IwanttopaymagadiforOupa."

Hesatonhisbed.

"Ok.Issheopentosharingyou?"

"Yes."

"Iam proudofyouson.It'sverymuchpossible.We



willgettheproceedingsstartedon."

"Thankyou."

Hehungupthenreachedforthegununderthebed.

Helookedatitforawhilethengrabbedhiscarkeys

andwalkedoutdialinghernumberagain.Thephone

rangunansweredthenhecalledanothernumber.

"KB!"

"Mishak,Iam callinginformyfavor."

"Anythingforyou.Yousavedmylife,Ipractically

oweyoufortherestofmylife.Whatdoyouneed

from me?"

"Iwantyoutotrackmygirlfriend.Isuspectsheis

cheating."

"Ok,sendhernumberandIwillgettoitrightnow."

"Thanks."

"Anythingelseyoumightneed?"

"No.That'sall."

"Sharp!"



KabohungupgettinginhiscarthensentMishakher

number.

***

SeneohuggedLeathenwalkedoutofthehallgoing

tohercarleavingthecelebrationongoing.Shegot

intheBenzX-classjustasherphonestartedringing.

Shetookamomentbreathingheavily,gettinginside

thecarseemedtotakealotfrom her.

"Hello?"

"Hi,it'sTshego."

Seneosighed."Ifit'saboutyoursister,Iam heavily

pregnantandIam notgoingtoallowheroranyone

disruptmypeace."

"Ididn'tcallforthat."

"Whatisit?"

"Icalledtoapologize.SeneoIam sorry.Iam sorry

forallthenamesIcalledyouandReanames.Iam



sorryforallthetimesIthrewinsultsatyou.Iam

sorryforallthetimeIraisedmyhandonyou.Iam

sorryforallthetimesIdeniedyoufood.Iam sorry

forallthetimeIhurtyouemotionally.Iam sorryfor

notaskingforforgivenessallalong.Iam sosorry

thatIneverdidanythingtostoptheabusebutrather

playedahugepartofit.Iam sosorry."

Seneotookadeepbreathandlookedupblinking

awayhertears.

"Iam sorryNeo.IwishIcantakeitallback.Weused

tobeclosebeforethedeathofyourparents,Ilet

myselfbeinfluenced.Iwishthingscangobackto

howtheywerebutIknowit'stoolatenow.Soplease

forgiveme."

Seneoputherhandoverhermouthconcealingher

cries.

"Iprayonedayyoufinditinyourhearttoforgive

me."

Seneohungupandleanedbackonherseattryingto

calm down.Bokaowalkedovertohercarandsmiled.

"Hey..."



Seneolookedupandquicklysmiledstaringahim.

"Hi!"

"Areyouok?"

"Iam fine.Congratulations!"

"Itwouldn'thavehappenedifitwasn'tforyou.And

tothinkIactuallywantedyou."

Shelaughed."Throughmeyoufoundthebeautiful

gemstone.Iam sohappyforyou.Youbothdeserve

tobehappy."

"Youdroveyourselfhere?"

"Yes.Iam goingbackhomenow."

"Ican'tletyoudriveinthatcondition.Doyousee

yourself?"

"Iam fine.It'syourwedding.Gobackinside."

"Iam drivingyouhome.Stepout!"

Hehelpedheroutthenopenedthepassengerdoor

forher.

"Youcan'tdrivemeBokao,youcan'tjustleaveyour

wedding."



"Getin,youarewastingtime."

Seneogotinthensighedashewalkedroundthecar

andjumpedin.

"Pleasegetsomeonetodriveme.Leaiswaiting

insideforyou."

"Sheaskedmetodropyouoff."

Hestartedthecarandreversedthendroveoffwhile

anothercarfollowedbehindthem.

"That'smyfriend.Heisgoingtotakemebacktomy

wedding."

Seneonoddedrelaxing.ShedialedRyanthenputher

phonedown.

"Youboughtyourselfthisbigcar?"

Seneolaughed."No.Babydaddyboughtitformy

birthday."

"Whydidn'thedriveyoutothewedding?"

"Heisatwork."

"HeworksevenonSaturdays?"



"Sometimes.It'sthenatureofhisjob.Hemustbein

O.R."

"Weekendsareforfamily."

Seneosmiled."Hejustwentforthesurgeryhehad

toperform thenhewillbebackhome.Heisafamily

man.Hisweekendsaremostlyformeandthekids

butsometimesdutycallshappen.Thatdoesn't

changeanythingbecauseIunderstandhisjob,Iam

anurseandIunderstandhowdoctorsandsurgeons

work.Ican'twaittogivebirthandjustappreciate

him forbeingthebestman."

AwilelaterBokaoparkedthecarthentheystepped

out.

"Areyouhappywithhim?Leatoldmeyousaidnoto

hisproposal,why?"

"Iam morethanhappywithhim.Idon'tknowwhat

gottome,maybeitwasthehormonesbutsayingno

wasthebiggestmistakeIhaveevermadeinmylife.

Thankyoufordrivingme.Goandenjoyyour

wedding."

Hewalkedtohisfriend'scarthenjumpedinwhile



shewalkedinsideherhouse.

***

Ryanwalkedoutifthesurgeryandtookoffhis

scrubsthenwenttohisoffice.Hetookhisphone

andswitchediton.HedialedSeneo.

"Hey..."

"Whereareyou?Didyougotothewedding?"

"YesbutIam alreadybackhome."

"Whodroveyou?"

"MyselfbutLeaarrangedforsomeonetodriveme

backhome.Iam fine."

"Iam done,Iam coming.Whatdoyouwantmeto

bringyou?"

"Iam cravingsomethingspicy."

"Ok,wings?"

"Yes.Thankyou."



Amber'slettercaughthisattentionthenheopenedit

andstartedreading.

"Babe,Iwtllcallyouback."

"Ok."

Hehungupandheldtheletterreadingthrough.

***

Inlabor,Amberpushedhardersweating.The

midwifelookedather.

"Youaredoinggood.Icanseehim.Push!"

Shegrabbedthebedrailsandpushedharder.The

headslidout.

"Again!"

Amberscreamedpushingthenthebabyslidout

coveredwithblood.Shethrewherheadback

exhausted.

"Letmeholdher...Please..."



Themidwifecuttheumbilicalcordthenhandedher

thebabywhowascryingsoloudtoAmber.Tears

rolleddownAmber'scheeks.

"GodIconceivedthisbabyintheworstmanner,let

hisfatherlovehim thewayheshould.Please..."

"What'shisname?"

"HisnameisRyanJuniorMfetane."

Amberslowlyclosedhereyes.Themidwifetookthe

babywhilethenursestendedtohim.

.

.

.
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Ryanre-readtheletteragainthenstoodup,his

kneesgotsoweakheslowlysatdown.Heknew

somethinghadbeenoffbut...Hetookadeepbreath

andrubbedhiseyesthenstoodupagain,he

staggeredwhilehisheartracedwhilehestruggledto

breathe.Herubbedhischesttakingdeepbreathshis

eyesclosedfightingoffthedizziness.Secondslater

hesighed.Hewalkedoutandlookingatthenurse

passingby.

"WhereisAmber?"

"ShewasgivingbirthbutrightnowsheiswithDr.

Moja.Shegavebirthtobabyboy."

RyanwentstraighttoDr.Moja’soffice,helookedup

andlookedaRyan.

"WhereisAmber?"

Dr.Mojasighed."Shehadmalignanttumorandit...



Shesufferedbrainhemorrhage.Wedideverything

wecouldbutitwasjusttoolate.Herbrainisdead.

Wehavecalledherfamilyandtheyarecomingto

switchoffthemachines."

"Shecan'tbedead."

"Iam sorryRyan.Ireallyam.Amberwascloseto

everyone.Weareallaffected."

Heshookhishead."Shecan'tbedead.She..."Heput

hishandsoverhisfaceandslowlysatdown.

"Shecan'tjustdie."

"Iam sorry.Youcangoandseeher.Letmetakeyou

toher."

Ryanfollowedafterhim thengotintheroom where

shewas,connectedtomachines.Dr.Mojawalked

outleavinghim facingher.Helookedatherbody

layinglifeless.

"Why?Shouldn’tIhavebeenfriendlytoyou?"

Hetookadeepbreathfightingtobestrongbutthe

factthatthesamethinghadhappenedagainandhe

failedtoseeithurthim.Maybeitwasjusthis



stupidity,healwaysfailedtorealizeit.Maybeitwas

justhisfault.

Helookedatherfeelingsoweak,tearsburnthis

eyes.Thedooropenedthenanursewalkedin.She

lookedathim thenatAmber.

"Shegavebirthtoasonandshenamedhim after

you.Shemusthateherhusbandsomuchthatshe

evenwroteyoudownasthebaby'sfather."

"Shewhat?"

"Shenamedhim RyanJuniorMfetaneandlistedyou

astheboy'sfather."

"Iwanttoseehim."

"Come."

RyanlookedatAmberonelasttimethenwalkedout.

Theboylayintheincubator.Thenursesmiled.

"It'sonlyforafewdayswhiletheyobservehim but

heisfine.Perfectlyhealthy.Iwillgiveyouaminute."

ShewalkedoutthentearsfilledRyan'seyes.

"FuckGodnotagain!Notagain..."



***

Oupagotintheplaneandsatbesideherboyfriend

smilingexcitedly.Shehadneverbeeninaplane

beforeandneverwentanywhereoutsideBotswana

buthereshewas,abouttofindherselfinthecool

watersofBoraBoraislands.Theosmiledather.

"Ready?"

Shegiggled."Ididn'tsleeplastnight.Iam soexcited

forthis."

Helaughedthenkissedher."Youaregoingtoenjoy

this."

"Ican'twaittotakepicturesandpostthem.People

aregoingtoseethatIwentthere."

Thepilotspokethroughthespeakersintroducing

himself.TheohelpedOupaputonherseatbeltthen

theybothswitchedofftheirphones.Minuteslater

theplanetookofffrom SirSeretseKhamaairport.

OupasqueezedTheowithahugesmileonherface.



***

KaboansweredMishak'scall.

"Yah?"

"Itrackedhertotheairportbutnowherphoneis

off."

"Totheairport?"

"Yes.Icanonlytrackherwhenherphoneison."

"Ok.Thanks."

"Sure."

Kabohungupthenhitthesteeringangrily.Hisphone

rang.

"Yah?"

"Heybabe,areyoucoming?"

"NoAva."

"YouhavebeenwithOupaforthreedaysnow.Imiss

you."



"Iam busy."

"Imissyou."

"Iam notinthemoodforthisAva.Nottoday!"

"Youneverhavetimeforme.Iam startingtothink

thatmaybethingschangedandyounolongerfeel

thesame.Ifthat'sthecase,tellme."

"Youareannoyingme.Bye."

Hehungupbeforeshecouldsayanything.Hetried

Oupa’snumber.

“Thenumberyouhavedialedis-“

Hehungupandputhishandsoverhisface

frustrated.

***

Tshegosmiledstaringathernewweavewhileher

hairdresserstoodbehindher.

“Itlooksgoodonyou.”



Shenodded.“Itdoes.Ilikeit.”

“Everythinglooksgoodonyou.”

Tshegolaughedrollinghereyes.“Howmuchareyou

chargingmetoday?”

“Theusual.”

“Ok.Iam swiping.”

“Letmegetthemachine.”

Herhairdresserwalkedtothereceptionwhile

Tshegoadmiredherselfonthemirror.Shepaused

catchingaglimpseofOdirilewalkingin.Sheturned

andwatchedhim talktoabarberthenlaughed

seating.Themandressedsmartlymakinghim look

evenmorehandsome.Therewasjustsomething

aboutamanwhobathed,dressedgoodandhadthe

lookstotopitall.Eventhoughhewasherboss,she

couldnotstopherselffrom admiringhim.She

watchedhim laughsmiling,hislaughmadeyou

laughtooevenwithoutknowingwhathewason

about,itwascontagious.Herhairdresserwalked

backwiththemachineandlookedatOdirile.



“Iwouldn’tmindhim fuckingmeandleavingme.He

isthekindyouletfuckanddowhateverhepleases.”

Tshegolaughedthentookthemachineandslidin

hercardandpunchedherpin.Themachine

processedthecardthenshesliditoutandhanded

themachineback.Herhairdresserhandedherthe

receipt,TshegotookaP200notefrom herhandbag

andhandedittoher.

“Thankyou.”

“Youarewelcomelove.”

Tshegostoodupgrabbingherhandbag.

MeanwhileOdirilenoticedherasshesmiledwitha

hairdresser,shewasinadressshowingoffherthick

thighs.

“Twosecondslaitaka.”Hequicklygotupasshe

walkedoutsidethenwentafterher.

“Otswahelaosadumedisa?(Youjustleavewithout

greeting?)”

Tshegoturnedasthewindblewherdressexposing



moreofthosethighs.Shesmiledtuckingherweave

behindherear.

“Ididn’twanttodisturb.”

“Ketlagokubakotirongkana.(Iwillfireyou.)”

Shelaughed.“Sorry.Hi…”

Hesmiled.“Hey…youlookgood.”

“Thanks.”

“Areyouinahurry?”

“No.Iam goinghometowatchTV.”

“Waitforme.Iwanttoshowyousomething.”

“Ok.”

Shewalkedbackinwithhim thensatdownstealing

secretglancesathim whilehegothiscut.Moments

laterhewasdoneandtheywerewalkingout.

“Areyouhungry?”

“Uhyeah.”

“Let’sgetafewthingsintheshopsthenweleave.”

Heheldherandledherinsidethestoreswherehe



didabitofshoppingthenlaterwalkedout.

“Whereisyourcarparked?”

“Bythefirstentranceparkinglot”

“Minetoo.”

TheywalkedoutofthemallthenTshegounlocked

hercarfrom adistance.

“Followme.It’sworthit,Ipromiseyou.”

Shenoddedthenwalkedtohercarandfollowedhis

cartillsheparkedbesidehim athishouse.She

followedhim insideandsmiledimpressedathow

cleanitwas.

“Comethisside.”

Shewalkedinhisvastkitchenthenwatchedhim

unpackeverything.

“Sitonthatstool,Iwillmakeyousomethingtoeat.”

“Youcancook?Properfood?”

Helaughed.“Yes.Cookingwasmypassionbutmy

fatherwasn’thavingit.”Heshruggedpouringthem

wine.



Tshegosatdownthenhehandedhertheglassof

wine.Shetookasipandrelaxedwatchinghim move

aroundhiskitchenfascinated.Awhilelaterhe

dishedforboth.Tshegotastedthensmiled

impressed.

“Thisisgood.”

Hesatbesideherwithasmile.“Thanks.”

“Whereisyourgirlfriend?”

“Idon’thave.ButIam inlovewiththiswoman.

Prettyamazing,smartandfunny.Sheisbeautiful.”

Tshegoslicedthemeatandbroughtittohermouth

withthefork.Shehadtoadmit,shecamenowhere

nearclosetohim whenitcametothepots.Shetook

asipofherwinethensmiled.

“Shedoesn’tknowhowyoufeel?”

“Idon’tknow.ButIthinkshefeelsthesamejustthat

weworktogether.Thathasbeenthebiggestreason

stoppingmefrom approachingher.Iam scaredyou

willgiveherawrittenwarning.”

Tshegolaughedwonderingwhoitwaswhileher



heartcrushed.“Aslongasyoudon’tbringpersonal

mattersintothecompany,Iwon’tgiveanyonea

writtenwarning.Whoisit?”

“Youknowher.”

Tshegotookanothersip.“Icantalktoherforyou.”

“Youcan?”

“Yes,whoisit?”

“Sheisseatingbesideme,canyoutalktoher?”

Tshegolookedathim whilehestaredback.She

turnedbacktoherplate.

“Youaremyboss.”

“Youwerereadytoputinagoodwordforme.Tell

meyoudon’tfeelwhatIfeel.”

Shelookedathim unabletodenyit.Hepulledher

stoolcloserthenkissedher.Tshegokissedhim,she

hadimaginedthismomentmorethanthriceandthis

couldn’tbeatherimagination.Hereleasedherlips

thensmiled.

“Iguessweareonthesamepage.”



Sheblushedthencontinuedeating.

***

Laterthatday,Ryanwalkedinsidethehouseabit

tipsythenwalkedtothebedroom whereSeneowas

playingwithJade.Jadesmiledhappilystaringather

father.

“Dada!”

Ryansmiledthenpickedherup.“Heyprincess…”

Seneoleanedbackonthecontinentalpillowsstaring

atthem.Ryanwalkedoutwithherandknockedon

Seneo’saunt’sroom.Sheopened.

“Son…”

“Ma,canholdherforawhile.”

“Ok.”

TheaunttookherthenRyanwalkedbacktohis

bedroom andfacedher.



“Wherewereyou?Youlongsaidyouwereonyour

wayback.”

“Iwasatthehospital.ThereissomethingIwantto

tellyou.”

“Haveyoubeendrinking?”

Hesatdownandtookouttheletterfrom hispocket.

“Amberpassedon.”

“Oh…whathappened?”

“Braintumor.”

“Iam sorry.”

“ShediedwhenIneededanswers.She…”Hetooka

deepbreathandlookedather.

Seneolookedathim,helookedontheverge.She

sighed,losingacolleaguecouldn’tbeeasy.“Iam

sorrybabe.”

Heshookhisheadthenlookeddownholdingthe

letter.“Whenyourgrandmotherpassedon,she

camewiththeofferfrom thehospital.Shebroughtit

tomepersonallysinceshewaspassingthrough



Francistown,Ididn’ttellyoubecauseyouwouldn’t

likeit.Shetreatedmywoundbeforeleavingand

gavemepainkillers.ThelastthingIrememberwas

beingsosleepyandwhenIwokeup,youwerethere.

Shecalledmeandtoldmeshegavemehersleeping

pillsinsteadofpainkillers,shewasapologizing.I

brusheditoff,mistakeshappen,that’swhatI

thought.ShehasbeenpregnantandIthoughtitwas

herhusband’s.Todayshecametomyofficetelling

meaboutherbraintumorthatIdidn’tevenknow

about,shewasgoingtogetinducedsoshecangive

birthsooner.IwentformysurgeryandwhenIcame

back,Ifoundthisonmydesk.”Hehandedherthe

letter.

Seneotookitthensheopenedtheletter.

DearRyan

Ididsomethingterrible,Idon’tknowwheretostart

explaining.Iunderstandifyouneverforgiveme,I

don’tdeserveyourforgiveness.Maitseoisinfertile,



webothknewbuthewasdenial.Hedidn’tbelieve

me,hisfamilyconvincedhim thatIwastheproblem

andthatIwasmakinguptheresults.Ihavealways

wantedachild.Ahugereasonofourdivorceisthat

hewantedachild,onethathecouldn’tgivemeandit

endedupinfights.Inevertoldyou,Ididn’twantto

botheryouwithunnecessarythings.AyearagoI

foundoutaboutmybraintumor.Ididthesurgerybut

itcamebackagaintwomonthslater.AllIwanted

wasababy,Ididn’twanttodiewithoutleaving

somethingbehindandtheonlypersonIcouldthink

ofwasyou.IknewifIaskedyouobviouslyyou

wouldrefuse.IcametoFrancistownthetimeSeneo

losthergrandmotherandIdruggedyou.Itwasn’t

thepills,itwasthewater.Iam sorry.Iam sosorry.I

wouldn’thavedoneitifIwasn’tsodesperate.Iam

goingtogivebirthtoourson,hisnameisRyan

JuniorMfetane.Pleasetakecareofhim incaseI

don’tmakeit.Heisyourson,don’tpunishhim for

mymistakes.Don’tletmyfamilytakehim.Iam truly

sorry.



YoursA…

Seneore-readtheletteragainthengotup.“Soyou

sleptwithher?”

Ryanraisedhisheadandlookedather.“Sheraped

me.”

Seneolaughed.“Sherapedyou?Sherapedafull

grownman?Wherehaveyoueverheardofaman

gettingraped?Doesthatevenmakesensetoyou

Ryan?DoyouthinkIam stupid?”

.

.
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"Shedruggedme."

"HowdoyougetdruggedandrapedRyan?Youarea

doctor!Howdoesthathappen?Youlethercometo

yourhotelroom,youlether...Youletherdrugyou.I

don'tevenbelievethis!"Shethrewtheletterathim.

"Youaretryingtocoveryourtracksnowthatsheis

dead.ItoldyouIdidn'tlikethiswomanandyousaid

shewasharmless.Allalongitmeansyouhavebeen

cheatingonme.Noonegetsrapedlikethat,Idon't

believethat."

"WhywouldIcheatonyou?"

"Idon'tknow,maybeyoutellme."Tearsfilledher

eyes."MaybebecauseIrejectedyourproposal.I

can'tbelievethis."

Ryanstoodup."WhywouldImakeupsomethinglike

thisSeneo?"



"Becauseyouwerecheating!That'swhy!Youeven

gotherpregnantontopofit.Whatisitwithyouand

kids?"

"Iam notmakingthisup.Idon'thaveareasonto

babe.IneverlookedatAmberlikethat.Youfound

meoutofitthatday.Youcan'tpossiblybelievewhat

youaresaying."

"Ifshegaveyousedativesinsteadofpainkillersthen

whydidn'tyoutellme?Ifyoufeltsomethingwas

wrong,whydidn'tyoutellme?Whydidn'tyoutellme

shecametoseeyouifyouhadnothingtohide?And

evenifsherapedyou,couldn'tyouhavefelt

something?"TearsfilledSeneo'seyes."Ifyouwere

innocentthenyouwouldhavetoldmeRyan.You

wouldhavetoldmebutyoudidn't!"

"Youareright,Ishouldhavetoldyou.Iam guiltyof

thatbutIwasn'tsleepingwithAmber."

"Youarelying!"Shescreamedcrying."Youarelying!

YouthinkIam goingtobelieveyourlies?Iam not

goingtobelieveyourstupidstory.Nofullgrownman

getsrapedthewayyouaresayingunlessyou



wantedit.Youdisgustme!"

"Seneo-"

Sheslowlysatdowncrying."Isthiswhyyougotme

pregnant?Tohurtme?Youshouldhavethoughtofa

betterexcusebecauseIam notgoingtobelieveyour

story.Doyourealizehowmuchyouarehurtingme

Ryan?Youimpregnatemeeverysingletimetojust

goandcheatwhenIcan'tsatisfyyou.Youeven

madeababy.WhatdidIdotoyoutohurtmelike

this?"

"Babeyou'vegottobelieveme."

"Youareunbelievable.Theleastyoucandoistell

thetruth.Nogrownmengetsraped,youarelyingto

me.Youarestressingme.Idon'twanttolosethis

babyandyouarestressingme."

"Iam notlying."

"Leavemyhouse.Ican'tdothisanymore.Ishould

haveabortedyourdirtbecauselookatmetoday!

YoudisgustmeRyan!"

Hetearfullylookedather,shewasright,nogrown



mancouldgetrapedandtherehewas,yetagainin

thesamesituation.

"Iam sorry."

"It'sthefactthatyouarelyingtomethathurtsthe

most.ThefactthatyouthinkIam stupidenoughto

believeyourstory.Iam donewithyou.Leavemy

house."

"Seneo-"

"Leavemyhouse!"Shestoodupndpickedupthe

vaseatthesideofthebedwithrosesdippedin

waterthenthrewitathim breakingit.

"Getout!"

*

Intheotherroom,Seneo'sauntpausedlisteningas

glassshutteredintheotherroom.Seneo'svoicegot

louderwhileshescreamed"getout".Shetooka

deepbreathholdingthebaby,shecouldhearRyan's

voicebeggingherbutSeneokeptyelling.Sheplaced



Jadedownwithhertoywonderingifshecouldgo

andcheckwhatwasgoingon.Secondslatershe

heardthedooropening.Shewaitedafewminutes

thenpickedJadeandknockedonSeneo'sdoor.

"Neo..."

SheslowlyopenedthedoorandlookedatSeneo

sittingonthefloorcrying.Jadelookedathermother

confusedthestartedtocry.

"Neo..."

"Myhearthurts.Ryansleptwithhisworkmate."

Theauntlookedathersadlythenwalkedoverand

satbesideher.

"Don'tcry,lookatJade."

"WhatdidIdoforhim forhim tohurtmesomuch?"

"Takeheartchild."

Shecried."Myheartishurting.Myheartisbreaking."

TheauntsoodupandwalkedoutwithJadethen

fetchedSeneowaterandwalkedbackwiththecup.

ShelookedatSeneogrunting.



"Mywaterjustbroke..."

"Modimowamenthuse!(Godhelpme.)Howlong

haveyoubeenfeelingthecontractions?"

"Awhilenow.IwaswaitingforRyan."

"Howcanyoujustkeepquietwhenyouareinpain

Seneo?Idon'tevenknowhowtodrive.Letmecall

him."

"No!"

SeneopickedherphoneanddialedKgotso.

"Neo..."

"Hey,Iam inlabor,comeandgetme."

"Ok.Iam onmyway."

***

KagisosteppedoutofthetaxiatGhanziandlooked

athiscarinsidethegate.Herphonerangasthetaxi

drivergotherbagfrom theboot.



"Hello?"

"Hi.Didyoufindthehouse?"

"Yes.Thankyousomuch."

"Pleasedon'ttellhim Iam theonewhotoldyou."

"Iwon't.Trustme."

"Oksharp."

Sheputherphonebackinherhandbagthenopened

thegateandwalkedintheyarddraggingherbag.

Sheknockedonthedoorandwaited.Secondslater

thedooropenedandayounggirllookedather.

"Hi!"

Kagisosmiledattheyounggirlwholooked

somewherebetween5and6years."Hisweety,is

daddyhome?"

"Yes."

"Ok,Iam heretoseemommyanddaddy.CanIcome

in?"

"Yes."



Theyounggirlopenedthedoorwider.Kagisowalked

insidethebeautifulhouseandsatinthesittingroom

staringattheirweddingframeonthewall.She

sighedstaringatthewifethenlookedattheyoung

girl.

"What'syourname?"

"Mavis."

"OkMavis,youcangoandallyourparents."

"Theyareinthebedroom amdtheysaidIshouldn't

disturbthem.Ishouldplaywiththebaby."

"Whereisthebaby?"

"Intheroom."

"CanIseeher?"

Shenoddedandledhertothebaby'sroom.Kagiso

lookedatthebabyandherstrolleratthecornerof

theroom.Tearsfilledhereyesthenshewalkedout.

Sheputherhandoverhermouthsilentlycrying.

Kagisosatinthesittingroom tryingtopullherself

together.Awhilelater,awomanwalkedfrom the

bedroomsandpausedstaringather.Kagisolooked



attheweddingframethebackatthewoman.The

wifelookedwayolderthanher,evenolderthan

Atlanghimself.Withanoversizedt-shirtthtshowed

hersaggybreast,shefoldedherarms.

"Dumelang...WhoareyouandhowcanIhelpyou?"

Kagisostoodupandsmiled."MynameisKagiso

andIheretoseemyboyfriend.Youmustbehis

sister."

Thewomanchuckled."Excuseme?"

"Iam hereforAtlang."

"Atlang!"Thewomanyelled.Atlangwalkedinthe

sittingroom thenpausedstaringatKagiso.

Hiswifelookedathim."Who'sthis?"

HelookedatherthenbackatKagiso."Sheis

someoneIusedtoworkwith."

"Shesaidsheisheretoseeyou,seemsthat

pregnancyisalsoyours."

"Babe,Icanexplain."

"Youwillexplainlater,letmetalktoyourwhore."



AtlanglookedatKagisothenwalkedbacktothe

bedroom.Hiswifewalkedover.

"Soyouhavethenervetocometomyhouseafter

sleepingwithmyhusband?"

"Yourhusbandnevertoldmeheismarried."

"Iam notgoingtowastemytimearguingwithyou,I

am sohappyyouhadanaffairwithhim andIam

goingtosueyou.Myhousestandsunfinished,Iam

goingtofinishbuildingit.Iam suingyounana,and

forgetmyhusbandsupportingyourbaby.Atlang

doesn'twork,helosthisjobandIam theonewhois

workingsoIdon'tknowwhoisgoingcareforthat

child.Youcanleavemyhouse,Idon'twanttocall

securityonyou.Tswahelamma,youandIwillmeet

incourtandIam goingtomakesureyouare

humiliated.TrustmeIam goingtomakesureyou

arehumiliated.Leave."

"Iam notgoinganywhere.Idon'tcarewhatyoudo."

"Uhu!Ok.Atlang,comeandgetyourwhoreoutofmy

house.Idon'twanttofightwithyou."

AtlangcamebackthenpickedKagiso'sbagand



threwitoutside.Hecamebackanddraggedher

outside.

"Whatdoyouthinkyouaredoing?Youwantto

destroymymarriage?"

TearsfilledKagiso'seyes."Whydidn'tyoutellme

youweremarried?YoubeggedthatIvisityouand

thenafterthatyoujustghostedme.Whydidn'tyou

justtellmeyouweremarriedthen?"

"Becauseyouwereaneasyscore.Yousleptwithme

thefirsttimewemet.YouandIneverhadserious

conversations,whatdidyouthinkitwas?"

"Yousaidyoulovedme!"

"Becauseyouweredesperatetohearit.Leaveme

alone.IlovemywifeandIam notgoingtoloseher

foryourloosepussy.Gapeobosula!Waborano

wonderyouaresingle.IfIwereyouIwouldabort

thatthingbecauseIam notgoingtobepartofit

trustme."

Hewalkedbackinsidethehouseclosingthedoor

behindhim.



***

Kgotsosteppedmoreontheacceleratorwhile

Seneogruntedatthebackseat.

"Iam almostthere."

"Ahhhhthebabyiscoming!Thebabyiscoming."

HerauntlookedatherholdingJade."Wearealmost

there.Don'tpushyet."

Kgotsodroveinsidethehospitalandparkedbythe

emergencyentranceandgotinsidethehospital

callingforhelp.Seneo'saunthelpedheroutand

walkedwithherinside,unabletoholditanymore

whilethepainincreased,shestoppedwalking

grunting.ThenurseranoverasSeneopushedeven

more.

"Wait...Stop.Thebabyisgoingtofalland-"

"Icanfeelher...Ifeelherbetweenmylegs,Icanfeel

her.She'scoming,she-ahhh!"Thebabyslidoutas

Seneopushedharder.Thenurseslippedfallingand



caughtthebaby'sheadwhileherbodyhitthefloor.

Seneolookeddownbreathingheavily.

"Issheok?Whyisn'tshecrying?Isshehurt?"

Thenurselookedback."Kekopathusekakwano!(I

needhelpthisside!)"

"What'swrongwithher?Whyisn'tshecrying?"

ThenurselookedatthebabythenatSeneo."We

needtogetyoutoadoctor."

"What'swrongwithmybaby?Whyisn'tshecrying?

Herskinisbluish,What'sgoingon?"

Herauntlookedathebabypeacefullysleepingwith

nomovementatallandsighedshakingherhead.

"Whyisn'tshecrying?Dosomething!"

***

RyanwalkedinsidewhereAmber'ssonwas.He

lookedathim intheincubatorforawhile.Helooked

aroundthenlookedatthebabyagainthoughtfully.



Hisheartpoundedasheremovedthethenasal

cannulaaidingthatwasaidingthebabybreathe.

.

.
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Ryanlookedatthebabyforawhileashisconscious

gotthebestofhim thenheputitbackadstepped

back,hisheartpoundingsohardagainsthischest.A

nursewalkedinthenlookedatRyan.

“Hi…”

Helookedatherandwalkedouttakingouthis

ringingphonefrom hispocket.

“Hello?”

“Hello,it’sAuntOnnetsi.”

“Iknowma,Isavedyournumber.”

“Ehe,Seneogotinlaborassoonasyouleft,she

calledherfriendtotakehetothehospitalandwhen

wearrivedthere,thebaby…theytookherandthe

babyinsidebut…she…Ithinkyoushouldcome.”

“Whathappenedtothebaby?”



“Idon’tknowson,Iam notadoctorornurse.You

shouldcome.”

Hehurriedoutthengotinhiscaranddroveoff.

***

Kgotsopacedaroundtalkingonthephone.

“Ican’tleaveher,shelostthebaby.”

“Shelostthebaby?”

“Yes.ThebabywasnotmovingandIcouldsee

Seneowasjustindenialbutsheknew.Isawitinher

eyes.Sheknew.”

“Iam sorrybabe.”

“Shelosthergrandmothermonthsbackandnowit’s

herdaughter.Thisissad.”

“Yeah,youwillcallme.”

“Yes.Orletmecallherotherfriend,assoonasshe

comesthenIwillbehome.Bye.”



HehungupandcalledLeatso.“Hello?”

“HeyLea,Iam sorrytodisturbbutSeneoisin

hospital.”

“Yey!Finally!Howisthebaby?”

“It’snotlookinggood.”

“Whatdoyoumean?”

“Ithinksomethingiswrongwiththebabyorshe

mightbedead.”

“No!”

“Yes.”

“No…thisisgoingtocrushher.”

“Iam atthehospital.”

“LetmetalktoBokao,wearecoming.”

“Ok.”

Kgotsosatdownandsighedwaiting.Thedoctor

finallycameoutthentheybothstoodup.

“Doctor,howisshe?”

“Areyouherfamily?”



“ThisisherauntandIam herfriend.”

“What’sgoingon?”Ryanapproachedthem rushing.

Kgotsolookedatthedoctor.“That’sthebaby’s

father.”

Thedoctorsighed.“Ok.Wehavesedatedher,sheis

sleepingrightnow.Unfortunatelythebabywasa

stillborn.”

Ryanfrowned.“Whathappened?Wewentfora

check-upjustdaysbackandshewasperfectlyfine.”

“That’swhatwearestilltryingtofigureout.Anything

couldhavehappened.”

Ryanputhishandsonhishead.

“Iam sorryforyourloss.”

“Iwanttoseeher.Thebaby.”

“Ofcause.Thenursewilltakeyouwheresheis.”

Thenursewhowasstandingbehindnodded.Ryan

followedhertowherehisbabywas.

“There…”



Ryanlookedather,hereyesclosedwrappedaround

awhitesheet.Tearsfilledhiseyesandrolleddown

hischeek.Hepickedherupandheldherinhisarms,

ateardroppedonherforeheadashelookedather

hopingforamiracleorsomethingtohappenbutthe

babylaystillwithnomovement.

“GodIknowIam sinnerbutmykidsdon’thaveto

sufferforit.Theyareinnocent.WhatdidIdoto

deservethis?Iam onlyhumanandthere’sonly

muchIcanhandle.Iam fallingapart.”

Thenurselookedathim tearfully.Itwasraretosee

amanbreakdownbuttherehewas,bearinghimself.

From hisvoiceshecouldhearthepain,itbrought

moretearstohereyes.

“Whatam Isupposedtodowhenyougiveme

challengesIcan’thandle?Ican’thandlethis,it’stoo

muchforme.Iam fallingapartandIhavenooneto

putmebacktogether.Iam standingallalone.What

am Isupposedtodo?”

Atearrolleddownthenurse’scheekthenshewiped

itaway.Ryanputbackthebabyandwipedhisface



thenturnedtoherwithaforcedsmilethatseemed

tobetakingeverythingfrom him tobethere.

“Thankyou.”

Shenodded.“It’sok.”

“IwanttoseeSeneo.”

“Thisway.Shemustbewakinguprightnow.”

Sheledhim toherroom whereshewaswithher

auntandKgotso.Theyallwalkedoutgivinghim

space.Ryanwalkedovertoherthenheldherhand

andkissedit.Eveninthatstateshestilllooked

beautiful.Hekissedherforehead.Helookedather

forawhileholdingherhand.Sheslowlyopenedher

eyesandlookedathim.

“Mybaby!”

“Hey…calm down.”

“Whereisshe?”

Hetookbothherhandsintohers.“Shedidn’tmakeit.

Theysayshewasastillborn.”

“No….”



“Iam sorry.Iam sorryforthepregnancy,Iknowit

wasselfishofme.Youwereright,Iwasselfish.I

shouldhavethoughtaboutyoubeforeIgotyou

pregnant.Maybeshewasneversupposedtobe

from thebeginningbutIdon’tknowthatbecauseI

am notGod.Idon’tknowanythinganymore.Idon’t

evenknowwhoIam anymore.JustawhilebackI

almostkilledmysupposedlyson.Iam notakiller

butIalmostkilledhim becauseIcan’thandlehowhe

cametobe.Ican’thandlethepain.MaybeIam just

notmanenoughtohandlerapebecausenogrown

mancanberaped.ThereisalotIcouldhavedoneto

avoiditandmaybeIwasjusttooweaktoavoidit.I

didn’taskforit,Ididn’taskforitwithObrienbutthen

maybemyproblem isIam nice.That’sonme.You

deservebetterbabe.Youdeservesomuchbetter

becauseIam notmanenough.Iam notevenman

enoughtobeJade’sfatherbecauseIam weak.

Maybethisbabydiedbecauseyourbloodpressure

washighandthatwascausedbyme.Iam sorry.”

Seneolookedathistears.

“Iwillseeyoulater.Iloveyou.”



Hekissedhercheekthenwalkedoutwipinghisface.

Hewalkedtohiscarandsenthisbrotherandlong

messagebeforedrivingoff.

***

KatlofinishedcookingwithOabonahelpingher.

“Iam soexcited,Ryansaidhewilldrophim off

tonightitself.Heiscomingfrom Kanyewithhis

mother.”

Oabonasmiled.“Metoo.Wehavebeenlearningso

muchsignlanguageforittogowell.”

“Istillcan’tbelieveRyanislettinghim visit.”

“Heisagoodguy.”

Katlonodded.“Heis.AftereverythingIdidtohim

andourson,hestillforgavemeandgavemea

chancewithmyson.”

Katlo’sphonerang,shewipedherandanswered.

“Hello?”



“Katlo,canIhaveP200fordiapers.Thebabydoesn’t

havediapersanymore.”

“Whathappenedtoyourmoney?”

“IbarelyhaveenoughandTshepoisnotsupporting

thebaby.”

“Itoldyoutotakehim tocourtAbby.Youhaveto

takehim tocourt.Iam sendingthemoneybutIcan’t

keepsendingyoumoneywhenthatbabyhasa

fatherwhoispresentandcansupportthebaby.”

“Thankyou.”

Katlohungupandewalletedherthemoney.Zoe

crawledinsidethekitchenthenOabonapickedher

upandthrewherintheair.Shelaughedashecaught

her.

“Babe,Zoeislonely.”

Katloturnedtohim.“Sheisgoingtocrèchewhere

thereareotherkids.”

“Sheneedsasibling.Obrienisnotalwaysthere.”

Katlosmiled.“Itwillbeniceforhertohaveasibling

butIam notgettingpregnantwithoutgetting



married.Imagineifitdoesn’tworkoutthennowI

havethreekidsfrom threedifferentmenandIam

single.”

“Soyouwanttogetmarried?”

“YesIwanttogetmarried.Ialsowanttoweararing

andblinglikeothermarriedwoman.Haveyouseen

howmarriedwomenhandlethemselves?Iwantthat.

Idon’twanttojustgetpregnantwithnoplan.”She

switchedoffthestove.“Idon’twanttocohabiteither.

Businessisdoinggood,neverknewaninternetcafé

couldbringmuchmoney.Ihavelookedforahouse.

EndofmonthIam movingoutwithZoe.Icannow

affordtorentmyownhouseinGabs.”

***

KabowalkedinsideAva’shouseholdingflowers

thenlookedatherasshelookedback.

“Iam sorry.Ihavebeentheworstpartnerforthelast

months.Forgiveme.”



“WhereisOupa?”

“Idon’tknow.Iwantustogetmarriedafteryougive

birth.”

Avasmiled.“Youhavedecided?”

“Yes.Iam sorryittooksolong.”

Avasmiledandhuggedhim.“OhmyGod!Iwas

losinghope.”

Hekissedher.“Iam sorry.”

“It’sok.ifIdidn’tleaveyouthefirsttimethenwe

wouldn’thavebeeninthismess.”Shetookthe

flowersthenhewalkedtothesittingroom wherehe

tookouthisphonetotryOupa’snumberagain.He

openedRyan’smessage.

Ryan:TodayIfoundoutthatIhaveachildwith

Amber,allalongshewaspregnantandIthoughtit

washerhusband’schildbutsheleftaletterinmy

officetellingmeshedruggedandrapedmeto

conceivethechild.Sheisnoteventheretoanswer

allmyquestions,sheisdead,braintumor.Iam not



goingtocallmyselfavictim becausemaybeI

broughtittomyself.SeneowarnedmeaboutAmber,

shedidn’tlikeher,IbrusheditoffbecauseAmber

wasjustfriendlywitheveryoneandtodayIam the

samepersoncryingrape.HowdoIexpectherto

believethat?Imagineifshewereinmyplace,would

Ievenbelieveit?Idon’tevenexpecthertobelieve,

notaftershewarnedme.Ihurtherandtoday,she

lostourdaughter.Theysaidshewasbornstill.Iam

theonewhocausedit.Isawmysontoday…therape

productandtriedkillinghim.Iam notamurdererbut

Idon’twhathasgottenintome.Thatboyisinnocent

butIcan’tevenbringmyselftoacceptit.Ifanything

happenstomepleasetakecareofhim.Heisatthe

hospital,intheincubator.Shenamedhim Ryan

Junior.Shedidn’twantherfamilytotakehim.Iam

sorrytoburdenyoulikethisbutyouaretheonlyone

Icanthinkof..

Kaboquicklytiredcallinghim backbuthisphone

wasn’tgoingthrough.

“Fuck!”HestoodupjustasAvawalkedinholdinga



plateoffood.

“Whereareyougoing?”

“IhavetolookforRyan!”

Herushedoutandjumpedinhiscar.Avawatchedin

confusionasthecardroveoff.

.

.
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LaterthateveningSeneolookedatherbaby,she

hadbeenstandingthereforalongtimenowthat

evenhertearshaddriedout.Shehadnomoretears

tocry.Sheturnedthenwalkedbacktoherroom

whereshesatonthebedjustasLeawalkedinwith

Bokao.Leawalkedoverandhuggedhertightly.

“Iam sorryIcouldn’tcomesooner.Ihadtodoafew

things.Hadtobribethenursetoletusin.Iam sorry

aboutLarona.”

Seneosniffed.

Lealetgoandlookedatherpuffyeyesanddrylips.

Shecouldn’timagineherpainbutsheknewithadto

cutdeep.

“It’snotyourfault,Ihopeyouknowthat.It’snot

anyone’sfault.”

“IkeeplosingthepeopleIlove.”



Lealookedathersadly.“Iam hereandIam not

goinganywhere.”

Bokaowalkedoverandsighedstaringather,he

didn’tevenknowwhattosayexpectthefactthathe

wishedtotakethepainoffhershoulders.Thedoor

openedthenherauntwalkedinholdingJade.

“Weneedtostartarrangingforthefuneral.Theylet

meintoletyouseethechild.”

Seneonodded.“Ok,whereisRyan?”

“Helongleft.”

Seneolookeddownholdinghertears.

“Ihavebeentryingtocallhim buthisphoneisnot

goingthrough.”

“It’sok.”

“Weneedtoalerthisfamily.”

“Iam surehehasalertedthem already.Hisparents

supposedtobecomingtonightwithObrien.”

Seneo’sphonerangthenshereachedforitand

sighed.



“Kabo…”

“Hey…Iheardaboutwhathappened.Iam sosorry.”

“Thankyou.”

“IsRyanwithyou?”

“No.”

“Whattimedidheleave?”

“Beenawhile.Why?”

“NotthatIwanttostressyoufurtherbuthesentme

amessage.Itseemslikeasuicideletter.Ican’tget

holdofhim andnoonehasseenhim.Ihavebeen

searchingforhim forawhilenow.”

Seneo’sheartskipped.“Canyouforwardthe

messagetome?”

“Yeah.”

Hehungup,secondslaterSeneoopenedthe

messageandreadthrough.

“OhmyGod…”

Herauntlookedather.“Everythingok?”



“No,Ryanismissing.”

ShecalledKabobackpanicking.“Kabo,youneedto

reporthim missing.”

“It’sonlybeenafewhours,weneedtowaitatleast

48hoursbecauseheisanadult.”

“Whatifhekilledhimself?WehadanargumentandI

saidsomethings,maybeIshouldn’thavesaidthem

butIwasangrybecauseItoldhim andhedidn’t

listentome.Itoldhim overandoveragainabout

Amber.Ididn’tlikeherandhestillkeptheraround.

TellmehowIwassupposedtoreact?Iwashurting,

hehurtme.ItmightnothavebeenconsensualbutI

hadwarnedhim anditmakeshim guilty.Themost

painfulpartisthatwecan’ttakethatchildback.”

“IknowandIunderstandwhereyouarecomingfrom.

Ido,trustmeIdobutIthinkheisdepressed.

Anythingatthisstagecanhappen.Ijustwanttofind

him,ifyouareleavinghim,it’suptoyoubutright

nowthat’snotthepoint.Wejustneedtofindhim.”

“Didyoucheckthehospital?Maybeheiswithhis

son.”



“No.Heisnot.Ialreadychecked.Iwillcallyouback

later.”

“Ok.”

HehungupthenSeneogotoffbed.

“Lea,drivemebackhome,Iwantmycar.”

“Iwilldriveyouaround,Idon’tthinkyoushouldbe

drivinginyourcondition.”

“Idon’thaveaconditionLea.Drivemehome,Iwant

tolookforhim.”

***

Katlotriedcallinghim againthentextedhim.

Katlo:Ifyoudidn’twanthim tovisityoushouldhave

saidso.Ihavebeenwaitingforyoutoshowupwith

him butseemslikethat’snotgoingtohappen.Iam

hurtanddisappointedbutIguessIam notinthe

positiontobecomplainingsinceIam thebadparent.

Ifyouwant,wecangobacktotheprevious

agreementwhereIseehim duringthedayandreturn

him.Iam goodwithanythingaslongasyouare



comfortablewithit.

Shesentthemessagewithasigh.Oabonawalkedin

thebedroom.

“Heisnotcoming?”

“Hisphoneisstillnotgoingthrough.Iguessnot.”

“Maybesomethingiswrong.”

Katlonoddedtearfully.“Yes.Maybe.”

“Let’sgoandwatchamovie.”

“Ok,Iam coming.”

Hewalkedoutthensheputherhandsoverherface

disappointed.Shehadspenttheentiredaypreparing

forhim.

***

Laterthatevening,twomenwalkedfrom afieldin

thebushchattinginaforeignlanguagewhileholding

sacksoftomatoes.Oneofthem spottedaphone



flashingonthegroundthenquicklypickeditup.

“Phone!”

Hepressedthepowerbuttonandlookedatthe

screenwhereawomanholdingababywasthe

screensaver.

“NhaiweTrevor,urikuibatidzirei?Kokanainetracer?

Urikudakutisungisahanditi?(Whyareyouswitching

iton?Whatifithasatracer?Youwanttogetus

arrestedisn’tit?”

Thephonecametolifewhiletheirheartspounded.

“Idzime,tinoendanayokunaAdmire,anoisota.

(Switchitoff,wewilltakeittoAdmire,hewillsort

it.)”

Theylookedaroundtoseeiftherewasanythingelse

thentheothersteppedonkeys,helightedhissmall

phonethenpickedcarkeys.Heturnedwithhistorch

stillonlookingaround.Hedroppedthecarkeysas

hisheartraced.Theotheroneturned.

“Look!”

Theybothlookedatthemanhangingfrom thetree.



Trevorswallowedalumponhisthroat.“Let’shelp

him.”

“Ahh!Idon’thavepapers,wewillgetarrested.”

“Uribharanzi.(Youarestupid.)Sincewhendonurses

anddoctorsarrestpeopleTinashe?”

“Trevortheyaregoingtoaskuswherewefoundhim

and-“

“Heisdying!Iam notgoingtolethim dieundermy

watch.Let’ssavehim.”

“Ahh,inihandisikudakusungwa!Ndakuenda.Icame

heretoworkformyfamilyandIam notgoingtoget

arrestedanddeported.Mykidsneedtogotoschool,

theyneedbooksandfood.Iam going.”

Tinashedroppedthecarkeysandranawayholding

thetomatoes.Trevorpickedupthecarkeysfiguring

thecarwassomewhereclosebythentookouthis

smallknifeandphone.Heswitchedonthetorchand

climbedthetreeholdingthephonewithhisteeth.He

lookedatthegroundandcuttherope.Themanfell

withathudthenhejumpeddown.Hisheartwas

poundingsomuchashecarriedhim underthe



moonlightandwalkedheadedtowardsthedustroad

whereacarwasparked.Heplacedtheheavyman

downthentookoutthecarkeysfrom hispocket

whilehishandsshook.Heunlockedthecarthen

openedthebackseatdoorandpickedthemanup.

Hegruntedplacinghim ontheleatherseats.

Trevorjumpedinthefrontseatandtookadeep

breath.

“Fatheryouknowmysituation.Youknowmy

struggle.Iam takingthismantothehospital

becauseIbelieveyouareafaithfulGod.Pleasedon’t

letmegetarrestedanddon’tlethim dieinmy

hands.”

Hestartedthecarthendroveoffheadedtothe

hospital.

***

Thethirdmovieendedthenthecreditsstartedgoing

upthescreen.OdirilelookedatTshegosleeping



peacefullyinhisarms,hesmiledstaringatherthen

gentlycaressedherfaceandkissedher.Tshego

slowlyopenedhereyesasOdirilereleasedherlips

andstared.

“Isthemoviefinished?”

“Yes.AndIam proudtoannounceyoudidn’twatch

mostofit.”

Shelaughedinhisarms.“Iwassosleepy.”

“Howisyoursister?”

“Idon’tknow.Sheisnothappy.Shehasturnedinto

abitterbeing.Notthatshewantstobebitterbut

that’sallshe’sleftwith.IfoundasurgeoninSA.I

canhelpfixherface,that’sallIcanafford.She

wantstosellherplottoraisemoneyforhersurgery

butwehaveaplotourfathergavetous.IthinkI

shouldlethersellhersandshecanhavetheoneour

fathergavetous.Thatandhersavings,shecanfix

mostpartsofherbody.Papasaidhecansellafew

cowsandaddontothemoney.Ijustwanttheold

Moiback.”

Odirilekissedher.“Iapplaudyouforhelpingyour



sister.Notalotofpeoplewoulddothat.”

“Iwasn’tthebestsister,Iam notshytoadmitthat,I

wastheworstsisterandIwanttomakethatright.”

“Yourpastdoesn’tdefineyou.”

Tshegosatuprightandlookedathim.“Ihavetotell

yousomething.Beforewegofar.Aftermyform 5,I

decidedIwasdonewithschool.Iwasn’tthinking

straightandIgambledwithmyfuturealot.Thatis

thetimeIwassomeoneIcan’tevenrecognizeifyou

broughtherbeforemetoday.Iwastheworsthuman

beingever,IcanblameitonWinniebutIam alsoat

fault.Iwasoldenoughtoknowwhatwaswrongand

right.ItalldawnedtomethatIwasheadedfora

hugedisasterwhenReapassedon.Imightnothave

killedherbutIabusedherasmuchasWinniedid.I

wasatfault.AfterthatIwenttovarsity.Igotmy

degreethenIcouldn’tfindajob,Moigotajob

immediatelyafterschool.Shewasalreadyateacher

whileIstruggled.Iusedtosellwigsandweaves,

payingrentwasalwaysastruggleandIstayedina

tinyroom inG-West.Ioncemetamanwhowas

married,hetoldmehewasdivorcingandshowered



mewithmoney.Hiswifefoundout,turnsoutthey

werenotdivorcingandthankGod,Ihadn’tsleptwith

him.Iusedthemoneyhehadgivenme,bought

morestock,paidrent.IwasstillstrugglingbutIwas

hustlerandthat’swhenIfoundoutthatyourfather

washiring.Iwentforajobinterview,Ididn’tthinkI

wouldgetitbecausetherewerealotofpeople.He

calledmeandIhadgottenthejobbuthewouldn’t

giveittomeunlessIsleptwithhim.Circumstances

makeusdothingswearenotsometimes,Iwas

depressedforawhilebutIhadtoownuptomy

actions.ItwaseitherIcontinuedstrugglingorItook

thejob.ItookthejobOdirile,Isleptwithyourfather

togetthejobandwhenhehiredmeIworkedmyass

off.”

“Whydidn’tyoutellme?Iaskedyou.”

“Itwasthemanneryouaskedmewith.AndIdidn’t

knowyoubackthen.Mostpeopleatworkhadto

sleepwithhim tobehired.Wewereallexploited,

unemploymentandpovertyturnsusintopeoplewe

arenot.Iunderstandifyoudon’twantthis

relationshipanylonger,IjustthoughtIhadtotell



you.”

Odirileputhishandsonhisfacecursingbeneathhis

breath.Shelookedathim thenstoodup.

“Iwillleave.”

“Wait…WowIam justshockedthat’sall.Howmany

times?”

“Once.Justonce.IhadachoiceandImadeone.I

neededajob.”

Helookedatherandjustthethoughtofhisfatheron

topofhermadehim sick.“Didyouuseprotection?”

“Yes.”

Heswallowedhardandsmiled.“Youdon’thaveto

go.It’sfine.Ikindofsuspectedit.”

“Areyousure?Idon’twantyoutoloseinterestlater

intherelationshipandstarttreatingmebadlyall

becauseIoncesleptwithyourfather.Ifyoudon’t

feelcomfortableanymore,sayso.”

“It’sok.Yourrevelationhasn’tchangedhowIfeel.I

wanttogivethisafairchance.Idon’twanttolive

withwhatif’s.”



“Ok.”

TshegosatdownwithasmileasOdirilechangedthe

channel.Herphonevibrated,shereachedforitand

openedCliff’smessage.

Cliff:Hi,canIcallyou?

Tshego:No,notnow.Iam withmyboyfriend.

Sheputthephonedownandsighedwithasmile.

***

Atthehospital,aphonevibratedinTrevor’spocket.

HetookoutRyan’sphoneandlookedatKatlocalling

thenquicklyanswered.

“Hello?”

“Who’sthis?WhereisRyan?”

“Ifoundhim inthebush.HehunghimselfsoI

rushedhim tothehospital.Thedoctorsarestillwith

him.”



“Whichhospital?”

“Marina.”

“Ok.Iam coming.”

“Whoare-“

Theladyhungup.Itstartedtoringagain,thistime

around‘Wifey’.Hepicked.

“Hello?”

“Ryan?Ryanwhereareyou?”

“ThisisnotRyan.MynameisTrevorandIfound

yourhusbandinthebush.Hehunghimselftoatree.

Icuttheropeandimmediatelyrushedhim toMarina.

Iam waitingtohearfrom thedoctors.Ihaveallhis

belongings.”

“OhmyGod!Iam coming.Thankyousomuch.”

“Youarewelcomemam.”

Shehungup,heslidthephonebackinthepocket

andsatdownwaitingtakingadeepbreath.



*

MeanwhileRyanblinkedacoupleoftimesstaringat

thedoctorinhisward.

“ThankGodthemanwhobroughtyouinfoundyou

whenhedid.Howareyoufeeling?”

“Good.”

Thedoctornodded.“Ok,wehaveassignedsomeone

whocancomeandtalktoyou.Somecounseling

beforeyouleave.”

Ryanclosedhiseyesasthedoctorwalkedout.

*

Outsidetheward,hisdoctorlookedatthe

psychologistinherwhitecoatholdingherhandbag.

“He’sin?”

“Yes.”

“Letmetalktohim.”

“Thankyou.”



“Justdoingmyjob.”

Sheopenedthedoorandwalkedinherlongheels

andbandageblackdressthatshowedherwell

sculpturedbody.Ryanlookedatherasshewalked

furtherinthenshesmiledfixingherspectacles.She

hadthatcontagiouskindofsmile,shecouldsmile

somuchyouwouldbeforcedtosmileback.Ryan

lookedatherbadgefindinghimselfsmiling

unconsciously.

Shechuckledsoftlythensmiledagain.Shelookedat

him carefully,hiseyessearchingdeepinhersoul

thoughhecouldn’treallyhidetheflickofsadness

thatreflectedbackather.

“Hi,mynameisOnoluthandoNkemi.Iwillbeyour

psychologist.Iknowit’slate,youprobablywantto

restsoIjustthoughtIwouldintroducemyselfthen

tomorrow…wegettoit.”

Ryanlookedinhereyes,Onoluthandoheldherbag

properly,thatsmilestillonherfacetryingtokeep

professional,therewassomethingabouthim,it

wasn’tjusthishandsomefaceorthathaircutthat



madehim lookevenmorecute,itwasn’teventhose

goodlookinghandsandcleanshortshortnailsnor

thatcharmingsmile,shecouldn’tputafingerintoit.

Shewonderedwhatbroughtsuchamanlikehimself

totheleveloftryingtotakehisownlife.

“Iam Dr.RyanMfetane.Guessyoudon’tmeetmany

doctorsonthisbed.”

Onoluthandotookadeepbreathandsmiled.

“Maybe…maybenot.ButpleasuremeetingyourDr.

RyanMfetane.”

Shestretchedherhand,hegaveherasoft

handshake.Theylockedeyesforamomentbefore

sheslowlyletgo.

“Youwanttotalkoryouwanttostarttomorrow.”

“Domengetraped?”

Thequestioncameinloudandclear,shetooka

deepbreathandnodded.“Yes.Mengetrapedtoo.

It’sacruelworld,foreveryone.Doesn’tmatterwho

youare.”

ThedooropenedthenRyanlookedasKatlowalked



in.

“OhmyGod!Areyouok?”

Hefrowned.“Hi…”

“Youscaredme!OhmyGod…”

Onoluthandoobservedashelookedatthewoman,

embarrassedtobeinhisposition.“WhotoldyouI

washere?”

“Themanwhofoundyou.Howareyoufeeling?Are

youhisdoctor?”

Onoluthandoopenedhermouthtorespondjustas

thedooropenedagain.RyanlookedatSeneowalkin,

shelookedatKatlo.

“Whatareyoudoinghere?”

“Icalledhim regardingObrien,amanansweredand

toldmewhathappened.IwasworriedsoIdecided

tocomeandseehim.”

“Ok,youhaveseenhim,youcanleavenow.”

“Seneo,Iam justworriedaboutmybabydaddy.Ijust

wanttoknowwhatisgoingon.”



“Heisfineasyoucansee.Youcanleave.”

“Whyaresobitter?”Katlolookedatherstomach.

“Shouldn’tyoubeathomewithyournewborn?”

“Shouldn’tIbehomewithmybaby?Whoareyou?An

advocateforbabies?Osekawabatlagompapela

monyana.(Don’ttrytobeforwardwithme.)Know

yourplace.”

“Yousoundsobittereventhoughyougottheman.

Mustbehardfuckingyoursister’smanthatyoufeel

attackedeverytime.”

Seneolostitthentookoffhershoeandthrewitat

Katlo.

“Katloleave!”

ShelookedatRyanthenbackatSeneowhowas

fuming,hernoseflaringwitheachbreathshetook

thenwalkedout.

Onoluthandosmiledwithdiscomfort..“OkDr.Ryan

Mfetane,tomorrowitis.”

“No,don’tgo.”Helookedateneo.“Ithinkweneeda

break.”
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Seneolookedathim.“What?”

“Dr.Nkemi,couldyouwaitoutsideforabit?”

“Orwecoulddothistomorrow.”

“No.Iwanthelp.Ineedit.Tomorrowmightbeabit

far.”

Shenoddedthenwalkedout.Ryansteppeddown

andheldSeneo’shandswithasmile.Shelookedat

him tearfullythenhekissedher.

“DoyouknowhowmuchIloveyou?”

Seneoblinkedthenatearrolleddown.“Whydoyou

wantabreak?Iam theonewrongedhere.”

“IwantthistoworkbecauseIhavegivenmyallto

you.Idon’twanttobreakupwithyou,Iwanttowork

onmyself.Ineedhelpbabe,Ihavealotgoingonand

it’snotfairtobringthatbaggageuntoyouwhenyou



havesomuchgoingonalready.Youarehurtingand

IwanttohelpyouhealbutIcan’tdothatwhenIam

inthisstate.”

Seneosteppedbackthenturnedcrying.Ryan

huggedherfrom behindwhileshesobbed.Shecried

somuchtillshewasjustgasping.Heturnedher

aroundandheldherinhisarms,shepressedherlips

togetherfightingwithhiccupswhileheheldher

tightlyinhisarms.Theyremainedstillforalong

while,Seneoinhaledhisfragranceandsighed,the

pregnancyneverallowedhertobethismuchclose

tohim andgoshshemissedthosearmsaroundher.

Heslowlyletgothenleanedoverandpeckedher

lips.Shelookedup,herarmswrappedaroundhim

recallinghowhergrandmotheralwaysspoketoher

aboutthisman.Shelikedhim somuch.

“Youhavehurtmesomuch,ItoldyouaboutAmber

butyoudidn’tlisten.Iam sorrybutIblameyou

becauseyougavehertheplatform torapeyou.If

youwerenotsofriendlywithherthenitwouldn’t

havehappenedbecauseshewouldnothaveeven

cometoyourhotelroom.”



“Youareright,Ishouldhavelistenedtoyou.Andyou

haveeveryrighttoblameme.IhavehurtyouandI

wanttomakeitallbetterbutIam scaredifIdon’t

makemyselfbetterIwillprobablydiewith

depression.Ihavekidsandtheyneedme.Idon’t

wantmykidstogrowupwithoutafather.Iwantto

beapresentmanintheirlives,bethemantheyneed.

RightnowIcan’tbethatmanbecauseIam too

broken.Iwon’tbeabletobethemanyouneed.Iam

notgoinganywhere,Ijustneedtimetosortmyself

out.Iloveyouandthat’snotgoingtochange.”

Hekissedherthenhuggedher.

“Comeandliedownwithme.”

TheygotinthebedthenSeneorestedherheadon

hischest.

“Mymothermustbeatmyhouse.WithObrien.She

missesJade,Ithoughtmaybeshewouldspenda

daywithhertomorrow.Giveustimetopreparefor

thefuneral.”

“IwasgoingtoconvinceyoutonameherLarona.”

“Iwouldhaveagreed.That’sabeautifulname.”



“Icalledherdirt.IsaidIshouldhaveabortedher.

Maybethat’swhyGodtookherawayfrom me.

MaybehethoughtIwasungratefulbecauseIdidn’t

wanthertobeginwith.”

“Yousaidthatbecauseyouwereangry.Youdidn’t

meanit.”

“Idon’tknowanymore.IfeelmaybeIam being

punishedandIdon’tknowforwhat.”

“Nooneispunishingyou.”Hekissedherforehead.

“IthoughtIhadlostyou.”

“Iam here.”Hesighed.“Iwasgoingtotellyouafter

yougavebirth,Iboughtaplotfortheclinic.”

Sheraisedherheadandsmiled.“That’sgreat.”

“Yeah.Iam goingtostartbuilding.Mykidsdeserve

somethingandthisisit.”

“Iam proudofyou.”

Hesmiled.“Hopefullyitworks.”

“Itwill.Goingintothehealthsectoralwaysworks.”

“Yeah…Obriensayshealsowantstobeadoctor.



Imaginewhenonedayhejoinsme.”

Seneolaughedsoftly.“He’sonly7.”

“Afewmoreyearsandhewillbegrown.”

“WhataboutAmber’sson?”

“Imightbehurtbutheismyson.Hehasnoonebut

me.”

Seneogotupblinkingawayhertears.“Ihavetogo.I

couldn’tbringJadeinside.”

“Seneo,heismyson.Thecircumstanceswhichhe

cameaboutwon’tchangethefactthatheismyson.

Imightfeelalotabouthim atthemomentbutheis

stillmysonandIcan’tleavehim whenhehasno

onebutme.”

Seneonoddedgettingdown.“Youarerightaboutthe

break.Wedoneedit.”

“Iwillcallyoutomorrowandhearhowthefuneral

arrangementsaregoing.”

“Bye.”

Shewalkedoutthenlookedatthedoctorstanding



besidethedoorwithherphoneinherhands.She

walkedpasthergoingtohercaroutside.Shegot

insideandlookedatthehospitalentrancebefore

burstingintotears.

***

Onoluthandowalkedbackinandsmiled.

“It’skindoflaterightnow,Ithinkyoushouldrest.I

willbeherefirstthingtomorrowmorning.”

Ryannodded.“Ok.”

“Iam happytoknowyouarewillingtogethelp.

Somepeopledon’tthinktheyneedhelpwhich

makesitdifficulttohelpthem becausetheydon’t

believeorthinktheyneedthehelp.”

“Ineedthehelp.”

Onoluthando’sphonevibratedthenshetookitout

andreadhermessagebeforeslidingherphoneback

inherbag.



“Onsecondthought,wecantalk.”Shesatdown

puttingherhandbagdownthentookoutherwriting

padandpen.Sheraisedherheadandfoundhim

staringatherthenshelaughed.

“What?”

Heshookhishead.“Nothing.”

“Wannatellmewhathappened?”

Anursewalkedininterruptingthenhandedhim his

belongings.“AmancalledTrevoraskedmetogive

thistoyou.”

“Theguywhobroughtmein?Ishestillin?”

“No.Helongwenthome.Hecouldn’twaitmuch

longer,hehadtogetgoing.”

“Didanyonegethisnumber?Iwanttothankhim.”

“Yes,thereishisnumber.”Thenursegaveittohim

thenumberwrittenonapieceofpaperandwalked

out.Ryanputeverythingasideandlookedat

Onoluthando.

“Whathappened?”



Ryanlookedatherandsighedwonderingwhereto

start.

***

Katlowalkedinsidethehouseandkickedoffher

shoeswalkingtowardsthebedroom.Shewalkedin

andlookedatOabonapressinghisphonesittingon

thebed.Heraisedhisheadandlookedathim.

“Whathappened?”

Katlosatdowntoo.“ItmeansImisheard.Ithought

hesaidanaccidentwithhiscarbuthemeantRyan

triedcommittingsuicide.”

“WashewithObrien?”

“No.Thankfully.Hisgirlfriendattackedme.”

“Why?”

“Shewalkedinalreadymad,itseemssomething

mayhavehappenedtoher,Iaskedaboutherbaby,

shelostitandthrewashoeatme.Idon’tthinkshe



isfittobetakingcareofmyson.Imagineifitwere

Obrieninmyplace,shewouldhaveprobably

whippedhim.Sheisviolent.”

“IfObrienwasbeingabused,hewouldhavelong

saidso.Heisasmartchild.”

“Youshouldhaveseenherbabe,shewasbehaving

likeaderangedpersonandshekeptscreaming.

Somethingwaswrongwithher.”

“Fornowlet’sfocusongettingRyantoagreefor

Obrientovisit.”

“Idon’tthinkSeneolovesmyson.Sheisviolent.

Obrienisdeaf,whatifshegetsmadathim andhe

can’thearanythingthensheattackshim?”

“Hassheeverabusedhim?Whytodayallofa

sudden?Youhavetounderstandthatthesetwoare

goingthroughalot,him beingonthatbedmeans

theyaregoingthroughalot.Andmaybeyoushould

refrainfrom askingaboutherpersonallife.You

sharingachildwithhermandoesn’tmeanyougetto

askherprivatequestions.”

Katlolookedathim.“Icouldn’tevenaskRyanabout



ObrienthoughIknowObrienisherebecauseRyan’s

motherbroughthim.Ifeellikesheispunishingme,

sheknewwhyIwastherebutshecouldn’teven

explaintomewhatwasgoingon.Rathershegot

violentwithme.RyanisObrien’sfatherandIget

worriedabouthim,ifheweren’tthere,Idon’tknow

whatwouldhavehappenedtoObrien.”

“Igetyoubabe.Wewilltalktohim tomorrow.Iwill

gowithyou.”

Katlosighedthenlaiddown.Oabonalaidbehindher

huggingherthenkissedhernecktouchingherbutt.

“Canwedothistomorrow,Iam reallynot

emotionallywell.IexpectedtobewithmysonandI

am reallydisappointed.”

***

Earlymorningaroundfive,Kagisosteppedoutofthe

busthengotinherbag.ShelookedatKabowho

waswaitingstaringdownathisphonethenwalked



overwithherbag.Kaboraisedherheadandlooked

ather.Kagisobrokedowncrying,heslidhisphone

inhispocketandhuggedher.

“Sheisgoingtosueme.”

“Shewon’t.Shewon’teventryit.”

“Ididn’tknow.”

“Iam sorry.”

Peoplelookedatthem asshecriedthenKabo

pickedhissister’sbagandledhertohiscar.Kagiso

openedthefrontdoorthenlookedatAvawitha

smile.

“Sorry.”

“It’sok.”

SheclosedthedoorandsatatthebackwhileKabo

putherbagintheboot.Hejumpedbackinthecar

thedroveoffheadedtoMarina.Aftershortwhilehe

parkedthecarandsteppedoutwithKagisowhile

Avaremained.

“Whatarewedoinghere?”



"Ryantriedkillinghimselflastnight.”

Kagisogasped.“What?”

“Yeah.Amberrapedhim,Hedidn’tknowtillshe

presentedhim withababyanddiedafter.”

“AndtothinkIactuallylikedthatwoman.”

“Ithithim hard.Iguessitwasboundtohappen,he

hasalwaysbeentheonetobestrong.Whowas

theretosavethehero?”

“Ifeelsoguilty.Ryanhasbeensosupportive,always

thereandIfailedtodothesameforhim.”

“Metoobutwehaveachancetomakeitright.”

Theygotatthewardthenpausedstaringatalady

sittingonthechairbesidethebedwithherhead

restingonthebedwhileRyanslept.

“Who’sshe?”

“Idon’tknowbutatherapistIthink.”

“Shee!Soshedoesn’tgohome?”

“Idon’tknow.”TheywalkedinandshookRyanas

Onoluthandowokeup.Shelookedaroundpanicking.



“OhmyGod!”

Ryanopenedhiseyesthenlookedathissiblings

beforeturningtoOnoluthandowasalreadyupfixing

herself.

“Imusthavefallenasleep.Wewilltalklater.Uhh

nicemeetingyoutwo.”

Shewalkedoutinherlongheelssashayingout,

Kagisoturnedbacktoherbrotherandhuggedhim.

Kabojoinedinthehug.

***

Avaslowlywalkedtothewardthenslightlyopened

thecurtainandlookedatthem hugging.Shesighed

withasmilethentookoutherphoneandlookedat

thepictureOupahadpostedwithherboyfriend.

Happinessfilledherheartthenshewalkedbackto

thecar.

***



Onoluthandogotinhercarthenrubbedhereyes.

Theyhadtalkedtilllate,shecouldn’tevenremember

thelastthingtheyweretalkingabout.Herphone

rang,shepickeduphersister’scall.

“Hello?”

“Luluwhereareyou?Itriedcallingyoutheentire

nightbutyourphonerangunanswered.”

“Eish,Ifellasleepatwork.ButIam onmyway

back.”

“Ok.Iwasworried.”

“NoIam fine,Iam onmywayhomerightnowIneed

tobathandheadbacktowork.”

“Ok.”

Shehungupthenstartedhercaranddrovehome.

Hersongplayedontheradiothensheincreasedthe

volumewithasmilesingingalong.

“Opadilepadipadi,padipadi,opadilepadipadi,padi

padi…”



Shesloweddowngettingtoaredtrafficlightthen

foundherselfthinkingofRyan.Shealreadyknew

whatneededtobedone.Shesmiledalone,shehad

thoughtdealingwithhiscasewouldbedifficult

becauseshewouldhavetofaceherdemonsbut

actuallythroughhim shecouldalsodealwithher

past.Sheshookherheadlaughing,shehadmadeit

outofthewoods.Shereallyhadmadeit.Shelooked

atherphoneevengladthatherboyfriendhadended

theirdeadrelationship,goodriddancetorubbish.

Sheclappedherhandssinging.

“Wenamoloiyogoloilengosule,osule,gongwe

modimootagoitswarela,nnahankitlakego

itswarela…”

***

SeneoheldJadeinherarmsandsighedstaringat

herinnocentface.Sheputherdownthenwrote

downhergoalsonhernotepad.



1.Dealwithmydaughter’spassing

2.BeabettermothertoJade

3.Saveupfortheschoolbusbusiness

4.WorkonforgivingRyanandforgivingmyself

5.WorkonmyrelationshipwithMoitoi

Shesmiledthenputthenotepaddownandlaid

besideherdaughterwithasmile.

THREEMONTHSLATER...
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KatlotookavideoasObriensliddownthewater

slidewithhishandsraisedup.Shelaughedwatching

him landinthewaterthensavedthevideo.Obrien

swam towardsherandsigned.

"Didyoutakeavideo?"

Shequicklynoddedandsignedbackmuchmore

slowly.Hepausedstaringather,shesignedagain,

hegiggled.

"Sendittodaddy."

"Ok."

Shegavehim atowelthehewrappeditaround

himself.OabonawalkedoverthenhandedherZoe

andsignedatObrien.

"Ready?"

Obriennoddedhappily.Katlolookedathersonthen



atOabona.

"Readyforwhat?"

"Fortherollercoaster."

"Willtheyallowhim on?"

"Thisboyistall.Theywon'tevenknowhe'sjust

seven."OabonacroucheddownthenObrienhooped

onhisneck.Sheshookherheadwithasmile

watchinghim walktowardstherollercoasterwith

hersononhisneck.Itwashowhelovedherkids

thatmadeherdeterminedtolearntolovehim.The

manwasperfectandshecouldn'twishforanything

else.

ShekissedZoethentookoutherphoneandsent

Ryanthevideoonwhatsapp.

Shewalkedtowherehercampchairwasthensat

downwithherdaughtertakingselfies.

***



Seneolookedatherquantum withahugesmile.She

couldalmostjumpwithhappiness.Leastoodbeside

her.

"Nowthisisit..."

Seneonodded."Icanalreadyseemyselfmaking

money!"

"Wenakana."

"Iam allformoney.Iam justsoexcitedaboutthis."

"Iam ofyou.Imagineinacoupleofmonthsgetting

anotherquantum.Thenanother.Soonyouwillbe

surprisedrunningawholebigbusiness."

"That'stheplan,nowIhavetolookforadriverand

wearesetformoney."

"Youmakemewanttostartabusinesstoo."

"It'snevertoolate."

"Yahbutnowwehaveloanstopay.Bokaohadto

takealoanfortheweddingandwearebothpaying

forit.Abusinessisthelastthinginourminds."

Lea'sphonerangthenshesteppedbackanswering.



Seneolookedatherblushingonherphonethen

walkedbacksecondslater

"HowisitgoingwithRyan?"

"HeiscomingtocollectJadetoday."

"Whenareyoufixingthings?Youhaveheardenough

timetothink.Areyoustayingorleaving?"

Seneosighed."Idon'tknowifIwillbetoaccepthis

child."

"Youhaven'teventried."

"Idon'tknowifIwillbeabletoaccepthim."

"Youcan'texpecthim tochoosebetweenhisson

andyou.Thatchildisinnocent.Theonlypersonwho

isguiltyisdeadthoughifIwereyouIwouldhave

dugherout,killedherandburiedheragain.Whereis

Jade?"

"Hergrandmothertookherearlieron."

"Uhu,isn'tRyancomingtocollectherlateron?"

"WeneedtotalkwithoutJade'spresence.Serious

talk.Idon'tlikethattherapistofhis.Icanseethat



thewomanwantshim.Iwentoncefortheirsessions

andshetriedbyallmeanstopaintmebad.She

wantshim,thistimearoundIam notgoingtosay

anything.Ifthisrelationshipismeanttoend,Iwant

him towreckitonhisown."

Leashookherheadwithasmile."Seneo,ifyouare

goingtogamblewithyourrelationshipthenyou

mightaswellkissitgoodbye.Sometimesyouhave

tobeamotherhenandprotectyourrelationship.

Youhavetostandyourground.Thismanhasproved

overandoveragainthathelovesyou,theproblem is

thatyouarecomfortable.Ibumpedintohim atSpar

yesterday,hewaswithObrienandJunior.Itwas

cutewatchinghim walkaroundwithObrienwhile

holdingJuniorinhisarms.Thereisnothingmore

sexylikeamanwholoveshiskids.Hecouldhave

abandonedJuniorbecausehe'sarapeproductbutif

Itellyouthismanisinlovewithhissonasifheisn't

aproductofrapeyouwouldn'tbelieve.WhenIspoke

tohim hecouldn'tstoplookingathim andhelooks

somuchlikehim.Youcan'tblamehim forgetting

raped,theonlythinghedidwrongwasbeagood



man.Godpresentedyouwithagoodmanonasilver

platter,theleastyoucandoisappreciatehim

becausetrustme,heisgoingtomeetawomanwho

willappreciatehim,lovehim andtreathim likeaGod.

Youaregoingtorealizeyoulostagoodmanandall

forwhat?Forbeingright?Youwilltheturnintothose

bitterbabymamas,hatingonhiswifebecauseyou

failedtocherishhim.It'sgoingtohurt,trustmeit's

goingtohurt.Thismanisyourmanandheneeds

youtofixhim thereandthere,afterthat,hewillbe

perfect.Likeyourgrandmotheralwayssaid,you

moldhim intowhatyouwanthim tobe.Unlessyou

don'tlovehim anymore?"

"Ido."

"Thengetyourmanback.Putinsomerules,put

downyourfeetandsailthisship.Youcan'tsithere

andsayyouarewaitingforhim towreckthe

relationship.What'stheuseofhim hurtingyouonly

foryoutakehim backwhenyoucouldhaveavoided

itall.Norelationshipisperfectandnomanis

perfect.Ifyouwantaperfectman,gotoChoppies,

buyeggs,flourandmilk.Gohomeandmakeyour



own."

Seneolaughed."Mxm."

"Iam tellingyou.Goandbakehim.Ifnot,claim your

man.Yourproblem isyoulikebeingworshipped.

Accepthefuckedupandfixyourfamily.ButI'm

tellingyou,youaregoingtofallinlovewiththatboy

assoonasyouseehim.Trustme.He'sjustcute."

Seneolookedatherthoughtfully.

***

InMochudi,Cliffparkedhiscaratthesideofthe

roadstaringatthehouseforawhile.Hetookadeep

breaththentookouthisphoneandlookedather

picture.Itwasthoseeyesthathaddrawnhim toher

inthefirstplaceandnowthathehadhadmuchtime

tothinkaboutit,hehadbeenwrong.Hehadbeen

wrongonhowhedealtwiththeissue,hehadbeen

wrongtoeventalktohersisterbehindherback.He

alwaysknewaboutherinsecuritiesandalways



assuredher,whynotthatday?Heswallowed

recallingthefire...Seeingherbeingcarriedbythe

paramedics.Hetookadeepbreaththensteppedout

ofthecarandwalkedinsidethegate.Hercarwas

parkedanditlookedlikeithadbeenunderthattree

forawhilenow.Heknockedonthedoor.Seconds

later,herfather'swifeopened.Shesmiled.

"Son..."

"Dumelang..."

"Comeonin."

Hewalkedinthehouse,sheledhim tothesitting

room wherehesatdown.Shelookedathim.

"Wouldyoulikesometea?Juice?"

"NoIam fine.IsMoiin?"

"Yes.Iseverythingok?"

"Yes.CanIseeher?"

"Rightthisway."

Hestoodupandfollowedafterher.Sheopenedand

walkedinleavinghim standingbythedoor.Seconds



latershewalkedout.

"Sheisin."

Hewalkedinandlookedatherwhilesheputher

noveldown.Shestoodup.

"Hi..."

Herfacewasn'tthataffected,justafewspotshere

andthere.

"Hi.Howareyou?"

Shelookedathim confused."I'm fine."

"Canwetakeadrive?"

"CliffIam sorryfor-"

"Comeforadrive.Iwillreturnyou."

Shenoddedthenputonhersneakersandscuff.

Theybothwalkedout,helookedatherstepmother.

"Iwillreturnher."

"Ok."

Theywalkedoutgoingtohiscarwhichwasparked

outsidethegate.Heopenedthedoorforher.Moi



gotinandsatdownstillwonderingwhatthiswas

about.Cliffjumpedinanddroveoff.Afterawhilehe

finallystoppedthecatinthesideoftheroadthen

lookedather.

"Rememberthefirsttimewemet?"

Moilaughed."Mxm.."

"Ineverthoughtonedaywewouldbehere."

Moitoilookeddownfiddlingwithherfingers.

"Iam sorryIwasn'thonestwithyouaboutwhatwas

botheringme.IfIwerehonestthenIwouldn'thave

spokentoyoursister.Ineversleptwithher.Iswear."

"Iknow.Iam sorryforevenaccusingyouofsleeping

withher."

"Youdon'thavetoapologizeforit,forsomeonewho

didn'tknowwhatwasgoingon,Iwouldn'tblameyou.

Itwasanormalreaction."

MoitoisecretlywipedawayhertearthenCllifftook

herhandintohers.

"Ihavesavedupsomemoneyforthelastmonths.I

alreadyspoketoaspecialistinSouthAfrica,afriend



ofafriend's,hegavemeadiscountbuthesaidhe

wantstotakealookatyouandseewhatcanbe

fixed.Iam willingtopayforit."

Shelookedathim."Why?"

"BecauseIloveyou."

Moitoiputherhandoverhermouthcrying.Cliff

pulledhercloserandhuggedher.

"Wewillfixthis.Ipromise."

***

RyanparkedhiscarandwalkedtowardsTrevorwho

wasstandinginhisoveralls.Heturnedandsmiled

staringaRyan.

"T-man!"

"Myfriend..."

Ryanlookedattheconstruction.Hecouldalready

picturehisclinic.Theexcitementhadhim smiling.

Theybumpedshoulders.

"Howisitgoing?"



"Good.Iboughtwhatwasneeded.Isentyouthe

reciepts."

"YahIsawthem.Idon'tregrethiringyouforthejob.

Youknowyourshit!"

Trevorlaughed."Complimentmeafterthejobis

done.It'stooearlynow."

"ManIam excitedforthis."

Trevorsmiled."It'sgoingtobesomethingbig."

"Iknow,didyouspeaktoyourwife?"

Trevorsmiled."Yes.Sheiscomingwiththeevening

bus."

"Withyourdaughter?"

"Yes.Thisisadream cometrue."

Ryan'sphonerangthenhetookitoutandanswered

theunsavednumber.

"Hello?"

"Hey,it'sLulu.IhavethiseventIam attending.It'san

NGOthatisaboutstoppingrape.Ithoughtyoucould

comewithandwecanattendtogether."



"Isthatstillpartofprofessionalism Dr.Nkemi?"

Onoluthandochuckled."No.Wearegoingasfriends,

Ithoughtyoumightlikebeingthere."

"Iratherwekeepitwithintheprofessional

boundaries,nothingabovethat.Iam sureyou

understandthis.Seeyounextweek."

Sheclearedherthroat."Ofcause."

"AndIthinkitwillbebestifyoucontactedmewith

yourofficephone."

"Ok."

RyanhungupandcontinuedchattingwithTrevor.

***

Onoluthandolookedathersisterandputherhands

overherfaceembarrassed.

"Ican'tbelieveIlistenedtoyou,thismanhaskeptit

professionalallthesemonths,andheloveshis

girlfriend.Healwaystalksaboutmarryingherafter



theysortthingsout.GodwhydidIlistentoyou?"

"Atleastnowyouknowwhereyoufall.Youcanstop

fantasizingabouthim.Iwasjusthelpingyou.You

can'tbeinarelationshipalone.It'ssad.Nowthatwe

knowRyaniscompletelynotintoyou,wemoveon."

Onoluthandolookedathersisterandshookher

headwishingfortheearthtoopenupandswallow

her.

.
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Cliffparkedthecarinfrontoftherestaurantthen

lookedatMoitoiwhoshookherhead.

"Peoplearegoingtolookatme.Idon'tfeel

comfortable."

Heleanedoverandkissedherthensteppedout

smilinglikearetarded.Moitoiwatchedhim laughing,

shepinchedherselfjusttomakesureitwasreal.

Herphonerangthenshequicklypicked.

"Benson'swife..."

Mosallalaughed."Hey,don'tassociatemewiththat

cheat."

"Kanammeyouarehisexwife."

Sallalaughed."AnywaysIcalledtoaskifyoufound

someonetobuyyourplot?HubbyandIwanttobuy

it."



"NgngbutIam goingtoholdontothatthoughtfora

while."

"Ok,tellmewhentheofferisonthetableagain.We

arecomingwithcash."

"Okfriend."

"Anyways,howareyoudoing?"

"AhhI'm fine."

"Youshouldgooutforsomefreshair.Youcan't

keepyourselflockedupinthehouselikethat."She

spokewhilekidslaughedinthebackground.Moitoi

smiled.

"Yourkids?"

"Eishwena.Ican'tbreathe.It'smysister'skidsandI

can'twaitforthem togoback.Mybabyissleeping

buttheselittlerascalsarejustmakingnoise.Ican't

evenwatchtvinmyhousemma.Iam doingacount

downtillschoolsreopen.Theyneedtogo."

MoitoilaughedthenlookedatCliffwalkingbackto

thecar.

"Oklove,wewilltalk."



"Yeah,don'tforgettoalertmeassoonasyouare

readytosell."

"Ok."

ShehungupthensmiledasCliffgotbackinthecar.

"There.."

Moitoitookherdrinktheopeneditandimmediately

quenchedherthirst.Theysatinthecareating.

"StillworkinginJwaneng?"

"No.IwastransferredtoGabs.AndIgotpromoted."

Moitoilaughed."Nowonderyouarepayingformy

expenses.Youareswimminginmoney."

Hesmiled."Aftertenyearsofworkingthere,itwas

abouttime.Iwanttobeseriousinlife.Myagemates

havekids,Iwenttoabraaiwithacoupleoffriends

andIrealizedIwastheonlyonewithoutachild.

KoorebabeyouknowIcandiebeforemychild

marriesorgetmarried.Ihavebeenthinkingalot

aboutmyfuture,thepastmonthsIhavetriedto

moveonbutthereissomethingalwaysmissing.It's

difficulttobeinarelationshipwhenyouareinlove



withsomeoneelse."

Moitoilookedathim andsighed."Metoo.Formeit's

abitdifferentbutIgetyou.IhavebeenstalkingNeo

andsheisdoingwellforherself.Todaysheposted

herquantum,sheisstartingaschoolbusbusiness.I

feellikeIletbitternessdrivemewildandpeopleare

doingsomuchgreatintheirliveswhileIlickmy

wounds."

Cliffsmiled."Finallyadmittingtobeingbitter."

Moitoilaughed."Ilearntthehardway.Iam so

ashamed.IwanttoapologizebutIam tooashamed

toevenfaceher."

Clifflookedatherthenkissedher."Youcansenda

messageforstarters.Wearegoingtobefine.Ican

feelit.Gapewearemeanttobe."

Moitoismiledtearfully."Ireallythoughtitwasover."

"Westillhavealongwaytogo.Iguessweneedto

improveonalot,communicationbeingthemost

importantthing."



***

Tshegostaredatthetwodressesintheshop

wonderingwhichonetogowith.Shepickedtheblue

flaredonethensighedwalkingtothetill.Shetook

outhercardandpaidwalkingout.

ShewalkedbacktoOdirile'scarwhichwasparkedat

theparkinglotandfrownedstaringatalady

standinginfrontofit.

Tshegounlockedthecar."Hi,howcanIhelpyou?"

Theladylookedatherfoldingherarms."Whereis

theownerofthiscar?"

"Youarelookingather."

Theladyfrowned."WhendidOdirilesellhiscar?"

"Iam hisgirlfriend.HowcanIhelpyou?"

"Youarewhat?"

"Youheardme.Iam suspectingyouareJessica.

Thebabymamawhoisrefusingwithhisson."

"Youdon'tknowanythingaboutme."



"Youareright.Moveoutofmyway."

"Thisnotgoingtolasttrustme.Thatmanismine."

Tshegolaughedcalmly."Iseetheywereright.You

areabullyaren'tyou?Hunnyifyouthinkyouare

goingtoharassmeforgetit.Iam notthattype.Keep

usinghischildtogettohim,it'ssoongoingtoend.

Stepawayfrom mycar,dibitterbabymamala

lapisatlhe!Havesomeshamehun."

Tshegogotinthecarthendroveofflaughing.She

shookherheadsippingherwaterdrivingbackto

Odirile'shouse.Sheparkedthecarthensteppedout

withherdress.

Shewalkedinthehouseandlookedathim inthe

sittingroom watchingTV.Heturnedtoherand

smiled.

"Lookwho'sback?"

"Ibumpedintoyourbabymama."

"Jessica?"

"Yes.Don'tworry,Ihandledher.Iam notgoingtobe

bulliedbythattinygirl."



Odirilesmiledstanding."Ispoketomylawyer.Iam

takinghertocourt."

"Finally."

"Foundthedress?"

"Yeah."

Acardroveinoutside.Odirilestoodupandwalked

tothedoorwhileTshegotookoutherdress.His

phonevibratedonthetable,shecuriouslylookedat

itthengrabbeditandunlockedthescreen.She

pulleddownthenotificationbarandlookedatthe

message.Shequicklyputthephonedownlocking

thescreen.Hismotherwalkedin,Tshego'sheart

skippedabitthenshestoodupandsmiled,herheart

pounding.

"Soyouwon'tseemeunlessIcometoyou?"

"Ihavebeenbusy."

Sheshookherhead."Iknowsomethingisgoingon

butwewilltalkaboutitsomeothertime."Sheturned

toTshegowithasmile."Daughter!"

ShewalkedoverandhuggedTshego.Tshegosmiled



hugginghertoo.Sheletgo.

"Howareyoumygirl?Iseeyouaretheonekeeping

myboybusy."

Tshegochuckled."Iam fineMrs.Letsatsi."

"Callmemama."Sheturnedtoherson."Whydidn't

youintroducemetohersoonerOdirile?"

"It'sstillnew.Ididn'twanttoruinit."

HismotherlookedatTshego'sbodyandsmiled.

"Sheiswellbuilt.Ilikeher."

TshegosmiledthenlookedatOdirilewhowastrying

tohidehissmilebutitwasthere.

"Youshouldcomefordinner.Tonight."

Odirile'ssmiledisappeared."No.Wehaveplans."

"Theycanwait.Comefordinnerandbringher.Iam

cookingafeasttonight.Comeatseven."

ShehuggedTshegoagainwithasmile."Ihave

waitedtobeamotherin-lawmywholelifeand

finally,it'shappening!Wewilltalklater."

Sheturnedthenwalkedout.TshegolookedatOdirile.



"What'sgoingtohappenwhenshefindsoutIonce-"

"Shewon'tknowbecausenoonewilltellher."

**

Justaftertwilight,Seneolookedatherselfonher

mirrorrubbingherredlipstogether.Shelookedat

herhandsshakingthenstoodupinherevening

gownthathuggedherbody.Sheputherhandson

herwaistandtookadeepbreath.

"Youcandothis...Youarenotthefirstwomantodo

it..."

Herphonerang.Shequicklypicked.

"Hello?"

"Iam onmyway.Willbethereinfiveminutes."

"Ok."

Sheswallowedhardthenwalkedtothesittingroom

wherethesetupwas.Shelookedathecandleslit

thentheroses.Wasittoomuch?Shelookedatthe



dinnertablewonderingwhatshewasgoingtodoif

herejectedher.Takingadeepbreath,sheplayedthe

songontheradio.

Sheheldthetinyboxwiththeringandpacedaround

asCalum ScottandLeonaLewis-youarethe

reasonplayed.Hiscardroveinthroughtheopen

gate.Shewaitedpatiently,usuallyshemethim

outsidebuttodayshewaitedinside.Heknockedon

thedoor,Seneowalkedtothedoorandopened.

Ryanlookedatherthenswallowedlookinginside.

Hecouldn'tseemuchwiththecandlesonly.

"Whereareyougoing?"

"Nowhere."

Hefrowned."Thenwhyareyoudressedup?"

"Comein."

Hewalkedinthepausedmidwaystaringatsetupof

rosesandcandles.Heturnedbacktoherwhilea

songplayed.

"What'sgoingon?"

Seneobithertonguetostopherselffrom shaking.



"Howareyou?"

"I'm fine.What'sgoingon?"

"Imadeamistakemonthsbackbutmaybethat

mistakewasmeanttohappenbecauseofwhat

happenedthreemonthsback.Iam sorryfor

ridiculingyouwhenyoubroughtevidenceofbeing

raped.Iwascaughtupindisbelief,that'sall.Idon't

knowwhatIam doingbutIam scaredoflosingyou

tothattherapist.Iknowshewantsyou,Isawitin

hereyes."

"Idon'twantherandIsetthatrecordstraight.Iwas

prettyclearaboutit."

Seneonodded."Ibelieveyou.Iam goingtotakea

leapoffaithandbelieveyoubecauseIloveyou.I

guesslovingyoucomeswithlovingyoursontoo.I

can'tpromisetobeperfectatitbutIam goingto

try."Shewentdownonherkneetookoutthering.

"Thebreakwaswhatweneeded,itgavemeample

oftimetothinkofmyfuture.Idon'twanttobe

withoutyouandwatchyoubehappywithanother

woman.RyanMfetane,willyoupleasemarryme?"



***

AtRyan'shouse,Lulusatinhercarthinking.She

wentthroughwhatshewouldsaythentookadeep

breathandsteppedout.Shewalkedinsideyard

leavinghercarathegateandknockedonthedoor.

Secondslaterawomanopenedthedoor.Lulu

lookedatherandsighedfiguringshewasthenanny.

"Hi,isRyanin?"

"No.Whoareyou?"

"Hisfriend.Dr.Nkemi.Whereishe?"

"Hewenttocollecthisdaughter."

"Ok.CanIwaitforhim?Ineedtotalktohim."

Thenannylookedatherforawhileunsureofwhat

todothenfinallyletherin.Lulusatdownandtook

herphonepressingit.Thenannylookedather.

"IwillcallSir."

"Ohnoyoudon'thaveto.Yousaidhewenttocollect



hisdaughterright?"

"Yes."

"Ok.Thenhewillbebackjustnow.Youarethe

nanny?"

"Yes."

Lulunoddedthenlookedatherbodyhuggingdress

thatexposedherwidehipsandbigass.Itstopped

overhermidthighsexposingherthighs.Thedress

alsoshowedhercleavage.

"Howoldareyou?"

"26yearsold."

"What'syourname?"

"Khumo."

"Khumodoyouthinkit'sappropriatedressinglike

thatwhenyouknowyourbossismale?"

"Ma?"

"Youheardme.Youaredressedinappropriately.You

areheretobabysithiskidsnotsleepwithhim.

Respectyourselfnana.Don'tsellyourselfshort,alot



ofwomanhavebeenthereandtheydidn'tendup

anywhere.Ifyoucameherewiththethoughtofyou

andhim beingafamilybecauseyoutakecareofhis

son,yougotitwrong.Lifeisnotafictionalbook.

Canyoupleasegoanddressproperly."

.
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Khumolookedatherstandingstill.Luluraiseda

brow.

"Didn'tyouhearme?Goanddressandproperly."

"Youarenotmybossandmybossdoesn'tfind

anythingwrongwithmydresscode."

"WellIdo.Goandchange.Youwilllosethisjob

beforeyoucanblink.Goandchange.Whodoyou

thinkyouare?Otsamayaosaapara?Focuson

changingJunior'sdiapers.That'swhatyouarehired

herefor.Youcomeheredressinglikeaprostitute

hopingtogetthemanbutletmetellyousomething,

hewilltreatyoulikethewhoreyouare.ThisisGabs

andteachyou,thiscitywilltakeyou,chewyouand

spityoulikeausedcondom."

"Idon'tevenknowwhyyouare,youcan'tcomehere

making-"



"IcanandIhave.Goandchange.Goandwear

somethingappropriate,ifnot,thenyoumightaswell

packyourbagsrightnowbecauseassoonasRyan

comesback,Iam goingtomakesurehefiresyou.I

knowhowtodealwithpeoplelikeyou.It'snothing

newtome."

Khumoturnedandwalkedbacktoherroom where

shechangedintoalongflareddress.Godknewhow

muchsheneededthisjob.Shetookadeepbreath

thenlookedatJuniorwhowasnowawakeinthe

coat.Shepickedhim upwithasmileashesmiledat

her.Theboyalreadywastakingafterhisfather,it

wasthatsmileofhisandthoseeyes.Shekissedhis

cheekashelaughed.

Thedooropenedthem Luluwalkedin,shelookedat

thebabycoatthenbackather.

"Yousleepwiththebaby?"

"Sometimes."

"Whatdoyoumeansometimes?"

"Ryansometimessleepswithhim."



"It'sSirtoyou.Wheredoyougettoaddresshim by

hisfirstname?Kanathat'showitstarts.Nowyou

alreadyseeyourselfashisgirlfriend."Luluchuckled

shakingherhead."Letmeholdhim."

"Ryan-Mr.MfetanesaidIshouldnotgivehim to

anyone."

"DoIlooklikejustanyone?"

"Idon'tknowyou.Youcameheremakingdemands

yetIhavenevermetyou.Maybeyoushouldwaitfor

him outside.Idon'tknowwhoyouare,forallwe

knowyoumightbeheretokidnapthislittleboy."

"Letmeholdhim.Iam notgoingtowaistmytime

talkingnonsensewithyou.Letmeholdhim."

"Lookhe-"

Luluwalkedoverthentookthebabyfrom her

forcefully.JuniorlookedatKhumothenstarted

crying.

"Heisnotusedtopeople.Givehim back.Mr.

Mfetanedoesn'tlikeitwhenhissoncries."

"Icanhandleababy."



LuluwalkedoutwhileJuniorcriedevenlouder.She

puthim onhershoulderrubbinghisbackbuthe

criedevenlouder.Shelookedathisbottlewithwater

onthetable.Shereachedforitandputittohis

mouth.Juniorsuckedforasecondthenmovedhis

headcryingwhilecoughing.

"Shhhh..."

KhumostoodbywatchingasJuniorcriedeven

louder.

"Pleasegivehim back.Heisnotusedtoyou.Imay

losemyjobifRyanfindshim crying.Youdon't

understand.Hedoesn'tlikeitwhenhissoncries."

"IsaidIwillhandleit.Youarebeginningtoannoy

me."

KhumotearfullywatchedJuniorcry.

***

Ryansmiledstaringattheringinherhandthen

smiled.



"Thisisnothowit'ssupposedtohappen."

"Maybe...maybenot.Saysomething."

Ryanhelpedherupandkissedherhard.Herclit

throbbedherashekissedherharder,theirbodies

againsteachother.Thekisswaslikefire,burning

everythingittouched.Hishandswentdowntoher

buttthenhesqueezedashisdickjerkedinhispants.

Hecouldalreadyimaginehowitwouldfeelsplitting

throughthoselipsandsinkingdeepinherpussy.

Hemovedbackthenchuckled."Fuckyes!"

Seneolaughedslidingtheringonhisfinger.Ryan

lookedathisringwithasillysmile.Helookedback

atherwithdisbelief,shehadactuallyproposed,went

onherkneesandproposed.Ithadtotakealotfrom

hertodothat.

Hekissedheragain,yeah,itfeltgreathavingherin

hisarmsagain.

"Yourringisathome.Iwantyoutowearit.Whereis

Jade?"

"Yourmom cameandtookherearlieron."



"Ok.Canwegotomyhouse?Wewillcomeback."

"Who'swithJunior?"

"Hisnanny.Shecanremanwithhim tonight.Sheis

goodwithhim."

Ryanlookedatherkissedheronelasttimebefore

theywalkedout

***

KabosatinhiscardialingOupawhoansweredafter

awhile.

"Whatdoyouwant?Iam busy."

"Iwanttoseemychild."

"KaboIexplainedtoyouthatIam stillin

confinement.Whatdoyouwantmetodo?"

"Confinement?Iwanttoseemychildandyouare

tellingmeaboutconfinement?Ipaiddamagesfor

thatchild."



"Youarebeingunreasonable.Idon'tknowwhatyou

wantmetodo.Youfailedtorespectme,atleast

respectmyculture."

"WantenaOupa!YouthinkIdon'tknowyouare

lettingyourshittyboyfriendplayfathertomychild?"

"Oh!Youhaveissues.NnaIam notgoingtowaist

mytimetryingtoreasonwithyou."

"AllIam askingfrom youistoletmeseemyson!

Whatissohardaboutthat?"

"AndIexplainedtoyouthatIcan't.Youlikebeing

difficultfornoreason.It'snotmyfaultthatAva

doesn'thaveaculturalvaluestofollow.Iam not

goingtoriskmychild'shealth."

"Areyoudementedorwhat?LookIam tiredof

beggingyouandyourfamily,ifIcomethere,Iam

takingmyandtrustme,Iam goingtowinfull

custody.Iam lawyerandstandingincourtiswhatI

doforaliving."

"Aftereverythingyoudidtometomeyouarethe

samepersonthreateningme?Idon'tevenknowwhy

youaresomad."



"BecauseIknowyourboyfriendisseeingmychild.

HepostedmychildonfacebookandyetIcan'tsee

him."

"Heisnotthefatherthat's-"

"OtlilegonyelaOupa.Ihavebeenpatientwithyou

forfartoolong."

"Ican'thandleyourthreats.Iam hangingup.Goand

cooldown.YouwillseeyourchildonceIam outof

confinement.Youarenotthefirstmanwhatdoesn't

seehischildforthefirstcoupleofmonths.Four

moremonthsthenyouseehim."

"Four?"

"Yes.IthastobesixmonthsandIhavebeenin

confinementforonlytwo.Youwillseehim there."

"Iseeyoudon'tknowmebutyouaregoingtoknow

me.Yourproblem isyouthinkIam foolbutIam

not."

Shehungup.Kaboputhishandsonhisface.She

hadn'tallowedhim toseehischildasyetanditwas

beginningthegettohim.Hehadthoughthewould



justputupwithitbutitwasprovingtobedifficult.

Hetookadeepbreaththengrabbedtheteddybear

hehadboughttogetherwiththepharmacyplastic

andwalkedinsidethehouse.Hewalkedtothe

bedroom wherethenannywashelpingAvacleanher

operationwound.Shelookedupathim andsmiled.

"Babe..."

"Ibroughtyourpills."

"Thanks."

Hewalkedovertohisdaughteronthebedand

pickedherup.Moneislowlyopenedhereyestaking

outherfistfrom hermouth.Shewassocutehe

foundhimselfsmiling.

"Ican'tbelieveImadeachild."

Avalaughed."Sheisyours."

Hesmiledandkissedherforehead.

***



OupalookedatTemogopeacefullysleeping.She

sighedtakingherphonethencalledTheo.

"Babe..."

"Hey,Ithinkyoushoulddeletethatpictureyou

posted.Kaboisupsetandnowheisputting

pressureonseeingTemogo."

"Youshouldn'tlethim controlyou."

"Iam notbutthatpictureismakinghim mad.You

don'tunderstand,hecandoanythingifheputshis

mindtoit."

"Don'tworry.Myfatherisontopofit."

Oupasmiled."Babeyourfatherbeingaministeris

notgoingtohelpmewhenthismankillsme.Men

tendtodocrazythings.Yeshewillgotjailbutwith

thewayheissosmarthemightgetawaywithit.To

avoidfightsandunnecessaryarguments,justdelete

thepicture."

Theochuckled."Iam doingitforyou."

"Thanks."

"Imissyou."



Oupablushed."Imissyoutoo."

"Iam coming."

"Where?"

"There."

"It'slate.That'shundredsofkilometers.Idon'twant

youdrivingatnight."

"Nnammekeetla.(Iam stillcoming.)"

Oupalookedatthetimeandlaughed."Youare

crazy."

"Iloveyou."

"Iloveyoutoo."

Hehungup.Shelookedathersonandsmiledtaking

apicture.

***

LulusighedstaringatJuniorcrying.Theboyhadn't

stoppedcryingandithadbeenawhilenow.She



walkedaroundwithhim inthehousehopingitwould

makeitbetterbutseemednothingwashelping.

ThemaindooropenedthenRyanwalkedin.Hefroze

midtrackshockedtoevenseeher.

"Whatareyoudoinghere?Andwhyismyson

crying?"

"He-"

Khumowalkedover."Shecamehereandtookhim

from me.Itriedexplainingtoherbutshesaidyou

willfireme."

Ryanwalkedoverandtookhissonplacinghim onis

chest."KhumowhatdidIsayaboutlettingstrangers

inmyhouse?"

"Shesaidsheisyourfriend."

"DidIleaveamessageforyoutoletmyfriendin?

Haveyoueverseenherbefore?"

"Nobut-"

"Whatifsheisheretokidnapmyson?"

Khumolookedathim tearfully."Shewaspersistent.I



am sorry.Iwouldneverletanyharm cometo

Junior."

"Andyetyouletastrangerholdmysonwhilehe

screamedouthislungs?"

"Iam sorry."

"Ryan,it'smyfault.Icameheresowecantalk."

"Ihavenothingtotalktoyouabout.IthoughtIhad

madeitclearbutseemsnot.Iam cancellingourlast

sessions.Iwillgetanewtherapist.Leavemy

house."

"Ryan,youneedareportfrom metogobackatthe

hospitalandstartworking.Iam-"

Seneomovedfrom thedooramdwalkedfurthet

insidethehouse."Ryan,goandgivehim hismilk.He

soundshungry."

Henoddedthewalkedaway.Khumolookedat

Jade'smother,sheknewherfrom thepicturein

Ryan'sroom.

"Idon'tknowifthisishowitworkswhereyouwork

butnotinmyhouse.Youdon'tcometomyhouse



andputyourhandsonanythingofmine,myson

included.Ketlagotrapababygirl,Iam notscaredto

goghettowhenitcomestowhoreslikeyou.I

thoughtyouwereaprofessionalbutIam disgusted.

Youareoutherelustinginsteadofdoingyourjob."

"Maybeyoushouldwatchhowyoutalktome

becauseRyan'sfutureisinmyhands.IfIsayheis

notfittogobacktoworkthenhewon'tgoback.He

listedmeashistherapist.It'sfunnyhowyouarenow

backbutcouldn'tbetherewhenheneededyouthe

most.Youareachancerandyoutakeadvantageof

thefactthathelovesyou.Iam histherapistandI

am goingtomakehim realizethis."

"Wearegettinganewtherapistforhim.He

voluntarilylistedyoubecausehethoughtyoucould

helphim butnowIseeyousufferfrom amental

case.ComeformymanandIwillslapoutthe

crazinessoutofyou.Youdon'tknowmebutkeep

testingme."

LulupickedherbagandwalkedclosertoSeneo."I

am goingtolethim seethelight.Oncethathappens,

heisgoingtorealizehisworthandhunnyyouwillbe



outofhere."

ShewalkedoutthenSeneolookedatKhumowho

waslookingdown.

"Hi.Iam Seneo.MmaRyanMfetane.Nicemeeting

you.Iam hopingwewon'thaveanothercaseof

whathappenedtodayhappeningagain.Youcan'tlet

strangersinandhandthem overJuniorlikethat."

"Eemma.Iapologize.Itwon'thappenagain."

"Good."

Seneowalkedtothebedroom andlookedatRyan

whowaslayingJuniortosleep.

"Wheredoyougetthesecrazywomenofyours?"

.

.

.

.
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Ryanonsecondthoughtpickeduphissonandtook

him toKhumo'sroom.Heknockedgentlythen

Khumoopened.

"Sleepwithhim tonight."

"Eerra."

Shetookthebabythebabystayingathim wondering

ifhewasangrybutshecouldn'treadhim.

"Iam sorryaboutwhathappenedtoday."

"Wewilltalkaboutittomorrow."

Hewalkedoutoftheroom.Hewalkedbackinhis

bedroom andfoundSeneosnoopingaroundhis

wardrobe.

"Whatareyoulookingfor?"

Sheshookherheadthenlookedathim withasmile.



"IthinkIgetthem whereIgotyou."

Shepausedthenlaughedsohardthrowingherhead

back."Iam notalunatic.Shesaidsheisgoingto

writeareport."

"Thehospitalneedmeback.Iam doingwell,I

voluntarytookthebreakandexplainedtothem

aboutmysessionswithDr.Nkemi.Afterweare

done,shesupposedtowriteareporttoworkabout

myprogress."

"Whatifsheliesnowthatyouarecuttingheroff."

"Mybrotherisalawyer."

Helookedatherinthatexquisitedressthatslid

downherbody.Shewasstillabitthick,probablythe

babyfat.Shealsohadrollsonherneckandher

cheekswerechubby.Thatdresssatperfectlyonher

hipsandroundass.

Hesmiledather,Seneoblushedashiseyesslowly

scrutinizedherbody.Shehadbeenprocrastinating

goingtothegym forawhilenowbutshewas

drinkingtheweightlossshakes.



"Youlookbeautiful...Gorgeous."

Heslowlywalkedasherheartpoundedagainsther

chest.Heunzippedthesidezipstaringinhereyes

thenslowlytookoffthedressandletitpooltoher

feet.Hetookastepbackandlookedather,takingin

thesexinesshehadn'tseeninawhile.Hisdick

hardenedinhispantstenting.Heunclippedherbra

thencuppedherbreastsqueezingherflash

breathingheavily.

Seneoswallowedputtingherlegstogetherasher

pussythrobbedevenmore,histouchonlywas

igniting.Heleanedoverthenkissedherneck

weakeningherfurther,sheclutchedhist-shirt

breathingalittlelouder.

Hetrailedkissesdowntohersensetivebreastthen

twistedonewhilesuckingtheother.Seneoclosed

hereyesmoaningsoftlyfeelingherpantiesgetmore

wetter.Hewentfurtherdownthentookoffherthong

pushingherlegsfurtherapart.Hepickedherlegand

placeditonhisshoulderandburriedhishead

betweenherlegs.Seneosqueezedonebreast

standingononefootwhileRyansuckedandlicked.



Heslidhistongueinsideherpussy,Seneoclosed

hereyesmoaning.Hewentbacktoherclitsucking

sinkingafingerinsideher,thenanother.Hetapped

herg-sport.Seneomoanedlouderfeelingher

orgasm nearing,shecouldalmostgraspitthenhe

stoodup.

Shelookedathim breathingheavily.Ryankissedher

makinghertasteherselfthenhetookoffhist-shirt.

Seneolookedathischest,hewaswellbuilt.Hewas

probablybackatthegym again.Hetookouthisdick

from hissweatpantsthenputherhandoverit.She

slowlystrokedhisdickthrobbingsobad,allshe

wantedtodoatthisstagewastocum.

Heturnedheraroundmakinghertouchthebedthen

hepushedherchestdown.Seneowaitedimpatiently

thenshefelthim atherentrance.Heslowlyslidand

gruntedstretchinghiswayinandburiedhimselfto

thehilt.Seneoheldhersreamsfeelinghisentiredick

insideher.Shetriedlovingabittojustslideoutabit

soshecouldbreathebutheheldherwaistand

begunpoundingintoherwithdeepthrusts.



***

MeanwhileKhumoclosedhereyeslisteningtothe

moansandgrunts,theirbodiesclappedagainstone

anotherandshecouldonlyimaginewhatwasgoing

oninsidethatbedroom.Maybeshewaspinnedon

thebedwithherlegsnhisshoulderswhilehefucked

hersenselessly.Herminddidn'tholdbackshowing

thepictureinherhead.

ShepressedherlegstogetherasSeneo'svoicegota

littlelouder.Sheclosedeyestryingtosleepbutshe

gotmorehornylisteningtohermoans.Shehadseen

thatdickprinttoknowhewasthoroughlyblessed

andshecouldimaginehowitwouldfeeltohavethat

hugedickinsideher,fillinghereverycorner,

poundingintoherwithrelentlessthrusts.He

probablywasthetypetofuckyousohardyou

wouldn'tfeelyourpussyanymore.Thetypeto

thoroughlydestroyit.Amonsterinbed,an

unapologeticmonster,thequietoneswereoftentoo

dangerous.



Khumoputherhandbetweenherlegssqueezingher

ownbreast.Shestartedbreathingheavilylistening

tohim grunt.Therewasnothingmoresexierthana

vocalmaninbed.Shepressedherlipsspasming.

***

Insidethebedroom,Ryanfuckedherharder,veins

stickingfrom arms.Seneograbbedthepillow

screamingintoitwildlycomingundonedetonating

aroundhim.Herbodyshookviolentlywhilepussy

clenchedhisdick.Ryangroanedgivingheronelast

thrustandfrozeinsidehershootinghiswarm thick

loadinsideher.

"Fuck!"

Heremainedstillthenslidoutandturnedheraround.

Hepickedherupthenslidhissemiharddickbackin

again,shelookedinhiseyesandthelookshegave

him toldhershemostprobablywouldhavesore

pussytomorrow.



***

TshegoheldOdirile'shandastheywalkedinsidethe

house.Hismotherhappilylookedatthem then

walkedoverandhuggedher.

"Iam sohappytoseeyou.Comeonin!"

Shetookherhandandledhertothediningroom.

"Sit.Youlookbeautiful."

Tshegosmiled."Thankyouma."

"Sitdown."

TshegoslowlysatthenOdirilesatnexttoherstaring

athismother.

"IsOabonacoming?"

"No.Apparentlyhetookhisgirlfriendforsomefresh

air.ThegirlfriendIstillhaven'tmet.Idon't

understandwhyyoutwoalwayshavetokeepthings

from me."



"Youwillmeether."

ShesmiledturningtoTshego."Letmegoandcall

yourfatherin-law."

TshegolookedatOdirileashismotherwalkedaway.

"Iam scared."

"Iam hereandIloveyou.Youarewithmenotmy

family.Youshouldunderstandthat."

Hekissedherassuringher.Tshegoforcedasmile

andnodded.MinuteslaterMr.LetsatsiSenior

walkedinwithhiswife.Hesmiledathissonsitting.

"Son..."

Odirilesighed.HisfatherturnedtoTshegothen

lookedbackatOdirilewhowasglaringathim so

muchhecoughed.

"Isthisher?"

Hiswifenoddedwithasmile."Isn'tshebeautiful?"

Mr.LetsatsiSeniorlookedathiswifethenbackat

Tshego.Hestoodupshakinghishead.

"Idon'tlikeher.Tellhertogohome.Youdon'tsleep



withyouremployees."

"RragweOabona,Odirilehaschosenandifsheisthe

onesobeit."

"Hecan'tsleepwithemployees!"

Odiriletookadeepbreathtryingtocalm himself.

"Tshegoismygirlfriendandsheisnotgoing

anywhere."

"Sheisfakingit.Shedoesn'tloveyou.Sheisagold

digger."

"Idon'tcare."

Mr.Letsatsilookedathiswife."Sheisoneofthe

girlsIsleptwithandIknowsheistryingtodestroy

thisfamily."

Odirilestoodupangrily."Yousleptwithevery

employeeyousickman!"

"IknowIam notthebestfatherbutIdidn'tusethe

condom atthebeginning,shemighthavebeen

infected."

Tshegoshookherhead."Iwasnotinfected."



Odirile'smotherlookedatTshegowithdisbeliefand

shockthenraisedherhandandslappedheracross

herface.

"Howdarewalkinmyhouseafterwhatyoudid?"

Tshegolookedatthewoman."Ididn'tdoanything,

yourhusbanddidalot.Heexploitedmeandmore

peopleother.Attacktheanthillinyourhouse,the

problemslieswithinnotoutside.Inevermadeany

vowstoyou,Ijustwantedajob."

"Wellyouarefired.Withimmediateeffect!"

Tshegopickedherhandbagandwalkedout,sheput

herhandoverhercheek.Tearsfilledhereyes,

althoughsheswornnottocryoverthis,atearran

downhercheek.Shequicklywipeditawaythen

Odirilewalkedout.

"Let'sgo."

"Yourmotherwill-"

"Youarenotdatingmymotherormyfamily.Youare

datingme.Focusonus,therestdon'tmatter."



***

Thefollowingdayearlyinthemorning,halfasleep,

Bokaoslidinfrom behindwhileLeaslept.Sheslowly

openedhiseyeswhilehethrustinandout.She

stuckoutherbuttthenmovedagainsthim.Withhis

eyesclosed,hebreathedheavilythenwhisperedout

Seneo'snamethatLeapausedandturnedtohim.

"Whatdidyousay?"

.

.

.
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BokaosnappedoutofitasLealookedathim.

"Whatdidyousay?"

Hisheartskippedbuthetookadeepbreathkeeping

calm thenkissedher.

"Icalledyousexy."

Leafrowned."That'snotwhatyousaidBokao."

"That'swhatIsaidbabe,what'sgoingon?"

"YousaidSeneo."

"What?"

"Iheardyou."

"AndwhywouldIsayouthername?"

"Idon'tknow,that'swhatIwanttoknow.Whywould

youcallouthernamewhilewehavesex?"



"Ididn'tcallouthername.Isaidsexy."

"BokaoIknowwhatIheardandIknowhowsexy

sounds,itsoundsfarfrom howSeneosounds.You

calledoutSeneo."

"Youarebeingcrazyrightnow."Hegotoffbed.

"Whereareyougoing?WhyareyoumoaningSeneo's

name?Areyousleepingwithmyfriend?"

"Youarelosingitrightnow.Iam notgoingtosit

hereandwatchyouaccusemeofnonsense.It'snot

myfaultyoudidn'thearproperly."

"BokaoIknowwhatIheard,youaretryingtomake

mesoundstupidrightnowbutIknowwhatIheard.

YoumoanedSeneo'sname.Iheardyou,loudand

clear."

"Whyareyoulookingforafight?IviewSeneoasmy

sister,ifIwantedherthenwhydidImarryyou?God

knewIcouldhaveusedthemoneyIusedforthe

weddingforsomethingelsebutImarriedyou.Ifyou

hadtrustissues,whydidyouagreethatgetmarried

onlytoaccusemeofmoaningyourfriend'sname.

Doesthatevensoundalrighttoyou?"



Lealookedathim ashedefendedhimself,maybe

shedidn'thearproperlybutshecouldswearshe

heardhim saySeneo.

"Bokao,Iheardyou-"

"Youmisheard.IsaidSexy.Iam doneexplaining

myselftoyou.Ihaveenoughstressasitis.Idon't

wanttobestressedunnecessarily.Otlamborisa

lenyalolewithyouraccusations.Threemonths

downthelineandIam alreadybeingaccusedof

sleepingwithyourfriend."

Lealookedathim thensighed."Iam sorry.MaybeI

misheard."

"Yah..."Hewalkedtothebathroom.

LeareachedforherphonethensentSeneoatext.

Lea:hey,lunchlater?Somethinghappenedthis

morning,Ihavetotellyou.

Shesighedthenlaiddownonthebedtryingtofigure

outwhatwasgoingon.

***



Inthebathroom,Bokaostoodunderthecoldshower

withhishandsonhisface.Thahadbeenclose.He

puthishandsonhisheadfightingtoridSeneofrom

hishead,maybethereasonwhyhewasdreamingof

herwasbecausehethoughtofheralmosteveryday.

Hehadtostop.

Minuteshewalkedoutofthebathroom withatowel

onhiswaist.Lealookedathim andsmiled.

"Iam sorryforaccusingyou.Comebacktobed.It's

stillearly."

Helookedatherthesighedwalkingover.

"Gakeratediaccusationnyanaespeciallywhenyou

havenoproofofwhatyouaresaying.Idon'twantto

havethatinthisrelationship.Iwantenjoymy

marriagewithoutgettingscaredofbeingaccusedof

cheating.Youaccuseyourpartnerofcheatingwhen

theyarenot,itgetstoomuchthatlennaIwilljust

cheatbecauseevenIdon't,Istillgetaccused."

Lealookedathim forawhileandnodded."Youare

right.Iam sorry."



Hetookoffthetowelthenlaidbesidehim.Leagot

ontopofhim strokinghisdicktillhegothardthen

shesatonhim lettinghim slidein.

***

Laterthatmorning,Tshegolookedathercheek.She

sighedstaringatthefingerprintsonhercheek.She

tookhermake-upthenstartedworkingonherface.

AwhilelaterOdirilewokeupandlookedatTshego

assheputonherheels.

"Whereareyougoing?"

"Tochurch.It'sSunday."

Hegotoffbedthentiltedherchinstaringather

cheekbutthemakeupseemedtohavecovered

everything.

"Iwillcomewithyou."

"Ithoughtyoudidn'tlikechurch."

"IsaidIdon'tlikethelongsermons.Let'sgo



together."

"Ok."

Hekissedherandwalkedtothebathroom.Tshego

wenttothesittingroom andwalkedtothewindow

asacardrovein.Hismothersteppedout.Tshego

tookadeepbreathandwaited.Mrs.Letsatsiwalked

inthenpausedstaringather.

"Whatdoyouwantfrom myfamily?"

"Nothing.Ijusthappentoloveyourson."

"Afteryousleptwithhisfather?"

"Ididn'thaveachoice.Iam justhumanandIneeded

ajob."

"Andnowyouaresleepingwithmyson,whatdoyou

wantinreturn?"

"Nothing."

"Howdoyouevendateyouremployer?Huh?Iwill

neveracceptyouasmydaughterinlaw!Never!"

Tshego'sphonerangthenshewalkedanswering.

"Hello?"



"Cliffisback.Hewantsustofixthings."

Tshegosmiled."Really?"

Moitoilaughed."Yes.Istillcan'tbelievethis."

"Iam happyforyou.Youdeservetobehappy."

"NowIcan'twaitformysurgery."

***

Odirilewalkedoutofthebedroom puttingonashirt

thenlookedahismother.Helookedaroundfor

Tshego.

"WhereisTshego?"

"Idon'tknow.Youneedtobreakupwiththatgirl."

"Iam notbreakingupwithherbecauseyour

husbandexploitedher.That'snotgoingtohappen."

"Odirilethiswomansleptwithyourfather!Howam I

supposedtofeel?"

"Yourhusbandsleptwiththeentirenation."



Hismotherlookedathim tearfully."Soyouarereally

goingtokeepthiswomanevenwhenyouknow

keepingherhurtsme?"

"ThereisnothingIcandoaboutthat.Iloveherand

that'sit.Youaregoingtohavetolearntoaccepther.

Shedidn'tsleepwithyourhusbandwillingly,hedid

thesamethingheusuallydoes.It'snothingnew.I

am notgoingtosacrificemyhappinessforthat.And

Iam resigningtoo.Iam goingtofocusonmy

company."

Hismothershookherheadthenpickedherhandbag

andwalkedoutjustasTshegowalkedin.

"Areyouok?"

"Iam fine.Goandwearthewhitet-shirtIgotyoulast

month."

Henoddedthenwalkedbacktothebedroom

unbuttoninghisshirt.

***



KabogotinhiscarasAvastoodbythedoorstaring

athim.

"Whenareyoucomingback?"

"AssoonasIseemyson.CharlesHillsisfarsoI

doubtIwillseehim tonight."

"Couldn'tyouwaitforyourfamilytogothere?"

"Iam notgoingtowaitforthat.Iwanttoseemyson.

Oupawillnotkeepmefrom myson.Iam sickand

tiredofit.Andthefactthatshegivesmysontoget

boyfriendpissesmeoffmorethananything.Iwill

seeyouintwoorthreedays.Iloveyou."

Shenoddedthensteppedback.Hestartedthecar

anddroveoff.

***

RyanwalkedinsideLulu'sofficeandfoundher

packingherthings.Shelookedathim andsighed

puttingafileinabox.



"Beforeyoustart,letmejuststartbyapologizing.I

oversteppedthelineandIhavealreadyassignedyou

toanotherpsychologist.Whenitcomestomy

patients,IalwaystrytomakesureIdoeverythingfor

them togetbetterandIrealizeImighthavetakenit

toofar.Ijuswantyoutogetbetterandrealizeyour

worth.Youdon'tdeservethewaypeopletreatyou

sometimesbutyouaretheonlyonewhocan

determineyourworth.Youdeservebetterthan

someonewhoisreadytoleavewhenitgetshardbut

thenthat'syourchoice.Someonewhom youcan't

relayon.Iam sayingthisfrom agoodplace.Your

relationshipwithherisonesided,youarealways

goingtobeonthegivingendwileshetakesand

nevergivesback.IhavetransferedtoMaun,that's

whyIcametoyourhouseyesterday.Iwantedtotell

youinperson."

"Youcouldhavecalledme.Thatwouldhaveworked

perfectly.Patientsarepatients,notyourpersonal

mission.It'sagoodthingyouaretransferring.

HopefullythisisthelasttimeIseeyoubecausejust

lookingatyouIgetangry.Ithinksomethingiswrong



withyou,maybeit'sthetraumafrom dealingwitha

lotofcasesbutwhateveritis,getitchecked.I

appreciateyourhelpthough."Heturnedandwalked

outfixinghiscap.

Lulusighedblinkingawaythetearsinhereyes.

***

LaterthatdayLeaparkedhercarbesideSeneo'sX-

classthensteppedouttakingmultipledeepbreaths.

Sheknockedonthedoorwalkinginthenlookedat

therosesinthefloor.Seneowalkedinhersitting

room.

"Ohhey!"

"Thegatewaswideopen.What'sgoingon?"

Seneoshookherheadinnocentlythentuckedher

hairbehindherear.Lealookedattheglitteringring

onherfingerandsmiled.

"Congratsfriend!"



"Itookmattersintomyownhands."

Lealaughed."Ilikethat."

"Thenwefoundhistherapistinhishousemma!This

manattractslunaticsItellyou.Sheiscrazythat

one."

Lealaughedthensatdown."Aslongasyoustand

yourground,youaregood.Comeandsitnexttome.

Iwanttotalktoyouaboutsomething."

SeneosatdownandlookedatLea."Whatisit?"

"IwanttoasksomethingandallIneedfrom youis

thetruth.Iwon'tfightyouaboutitifyouexplainto

meclearly.IjustwanttounderstandsoIknowhow

todealwiththeissue."

"Whatissue?"

"DidyoueversleepwithBokao?Beforeme."

Seneolookedather."No!"

"KekopagoreompulelenneteSeneo.(Canyou

pleasetellmethetruthSeneo.)Iam notfightingyou

asyoucansee.Iwouldunderstandbecauseyouand

him metbeforeImethim.Canyoubehonestwith



me.Didyoueversleepwithhim?"

"No.Ihaveneversleptwithhim.Whyareyouasking

mesuch?Didhesayanything?"

"No.Ijustwantedtomakesure.Kooreitgets

alarmingwhenyourhusbandstartsmoaningyour

friend'snameduringsex."

Seneotookadeepbreath."Ihaveneversleptwith

him andIwon'tevercrossthatline."

LealookedinSeneo'seyesandshookherhead.

"SincewhendowelietogoeachotherSeneo?"

"Iam notlying.IhaveneversleptwithBokao.When

wouldIhavesleptwithhim becauseImethim the

daybeforeIgaveyouhisnumber."

Leastooduptryingtocontrolherangerbutthemore

shelookedatSeneothemoreshegotconvincedshe

waslying.Sheshrunkhereyesshakingherhead.

"SeneoIdon'twanttofightwithyoubutIam not

walkingoutofthishouseifyoudon'ttellmethe

truth.Idon'twanttogetphysicalwithyoubecauseif

IdoIwillbeatyouupsobadlyyouwillwakeupin



thehospital.Tellmethetruthsowecanresolvethis

peacefully.Don'ttestme."

.

.

Don'tforgettolikeandcomment.
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Seneolookedatherinshock.

"Areyouseriousrightnow?"

"Youheardme.Didyouordidyounotsleepwith

Bokao?"

"Ididnot.Areyoucrazy?WhywouldIpasshim over

toyouifIwasfuckinghim?"

"Becauseyouhadalotofoptions."

Seneostoodup."Yousoundcrazyrightnow."

"Myhusbandcallsoutyournameduringoursex!"

"How'sthatmyfault?Andam ItheonlySeneohe

knows?"ShetriedwalkingawaybutLeapulledher

back.

"WhereareyougoingwhenIam stilltalkingtoyou?"

"LeavemyhouseLea.Somethingiswrongwithyou



today.YouknowIdidn'tsleepwithhim,Idon'teven

knowwhyyouareaccusingmeofnonsense.When

couldIhavecheatedwithhim?"

"Iam notstupidSeneo."

"Yousuresoundstupidrightnow."

LearaisedherhandandslappedSeneobutshe

quicklyblocked.Angrily,shepunchedLea'sface

hard.

"Don'tyoudare!Ketlagonyedisamonyana!Whodo

youthinkyouareraisingyourhandon?"

Leaheldhernosecrying."Hemoanedyourname

duringsex!"

"So?ThatimpliesIsleptwithhim?Ihaveneverslept

withBokaobefore.Never!Idon'tevenlookathim

likethat,ifIwasattractedtohim Iwouldhavenever

introducedyoutwo."

"Thenitmeanshewantedyou,notme.Heisinlove

withyou.Notme."

"Areyouwell?Whydidhemarryyouthen?"

"BecauseImadeitclearIwantedtogetmarried.I



corneredhim."

"Lea..."

"I'm beinghonest.Hemarriedmenotbecausehe

lovesmeobviously.Thisguylovesyou.Iheardhe

droppedyouoffatyourhouseonourweddingday.I

didn'tknowthat.Heleftmeandchosetodropyou

off."

"Hesaidyougavehim thegoahead.Ihadrefused."

"SeneoIlovehim somuch.Ihavegivenmyalltothis

man.Myheartisbreakingbecausehedenieditin

themorning,makingmesoundcrazythoughIknew

hewaslying.Iletitgoforthesakeofpeace."

"Iam sorry."Seneohuggedhertightlyasshecried."I

am sorry."

"Whatam Isupposedtodo?"

Seneosighednotsureofwhattosaythenshepulled

herfriendtothecouch.Theybothsatdown,she

inspectedhernose.

"Iam sorryforpunchingyou.YouknowIloveyou."

Leachuckledcrying."I'm sorryfortryingtoslapyou."



"Iam sorrythisishappeningtoyou.HonestlyIhave

neversleptwithhim orhadanythingmorethana

distantfriendshipwithhim.Irespectyouandyour

relationship.Irespectyourhappiness."

LeanoddedthenlaidherheadonSeneo'slap."You

punchedmesohard."

"Obatlaice?"

"Ngng.Congratulationsbytheway."

SeneolookedatLeasadlythensighed."Iproposed."

"Youdidwhat?"

"Iproposed."

"Youhaveballs."

"Iknow.Iwassoscared."

Lea'sphonerang,shegotupthenansweredwalking

out.Secondslatershewalkedbackin.

"Ihavetogo."

"Ok.Callme."

Leasmiledandwalkedout.



***

Kagisoheldherbabyfeedingherwhilescrolling

downherFacebooktimeline.Shecameacross

weddingpicturesofaclassmate.Shelikedthe

picturethenmovedonscrollingwhileherbaby

suckledonherbreasts.Thirsty,sheputherphone

downandwalkedtothekitchenholdingherbabyin

herhands.Hermotherturnedtoher.

"Whatdoyouwant?"

"Water."

"Thepipeisblockedinthekitchen."Shesighed."I

spoketomyneighborssonwhoisherevisitinghis

parents.Hesaidheiscomingtofixit.Iam goingto

Choppies,Ineedtogetsomething.Iwillbeback

nownow,pleaseopenforhim whenhecomes.His

namemustbeDitiro."

"Ok."

Shelookedatthebaby."Heissleeping.Layhim



down.Jadeisstillasleepbutshecanwakeup

anytime.Feedherifshewakesup."

"Ok."

Shenoddedthenhermotherwalkedoutasshegot

thebottleofwaterfrom thefridge.Shewalkedback

withherbabyandthebottleofwaterthenlaidhim

down.Shelookingathisadorablefaceandsmiled.

ShehadsentAtlangpicturesofhissonbuthenever

responded.Shereallycouldn'tforcehim tolovehis

ownsonmeaningshehadtotakethefull

responsibilityofhim.

Shepausedlisteningtotheknockatthedoorthen

walkedandopened.Kagiso'sheartskippedasshe

lookedatthemanbeforeher,clearlynotwhatshe

hadexpected.Hetookoffhiscapandsmiledather.

"Hi,youmustbetheneighbor'sdaughter."

Hisvoicewasdeepandsmooth,sheswallowedwith

asmile."Yes,youmustbeDitiro,youcancomein.

Thekitchenisthisway."

Sheledhim tothekitchenthenpointed.



"There.Iwillleaveyoutoit."

"Youcanwait,it'sgoingtotakeonlytwominutes."

"Ok."

Shewatchedhim takealookthenminuteslaterhe

gotupandopenedthetap.Thewaterflowed

throughdrainingeasilythenhesmiledturningback

toher.

"Done!"

"Thankyou."

Hersonstartedcrying.Shelookedathim.

"Mysonisawake.Youknowthewayoutright?

Thankyouforfixingthat."

"Sure!"

Hewalkedout.Kagisowenttotakehersonthen

lookedoutherwindowandwatchedDitirojumpin

hiscarparkedatthegate.

***



Laterthatday,Kabodrovewithonehandwhile

holdinghisphonetohisearwaitingforOupatopick.

"Kabowhatisit?"

Hesloweddownatheraunt'shousethendrovein

throughthegate.

"Iwanttoseemyson."

"Notthisagain."

"Iam notinthemoodforyournonsense.Iwantto

seemyson."

"Ihaveexplainedtoyoumorethanenough,it'seither

youjustwanttobedifficultoryouarestupid.Iam in

confinement,thereisnothingIcandoaboutthat.

Youwillseeyoursonwhenthetimecomes.Iam

sickandtiredofexplainingthesamething.Youhave

Ava'schilddon'tyou?Bondwiththatone."

"I-"

Shehungupthenhesteppedoutandwalkedtothe

door.Herauntopenedthedoorsecondslater.



"Kabo?"

Hegreetedherrespectfully."Dumelang,howare

you?"

"Iam fine.Comein."

Sheopenedthedoorwiderforhim thentheyboth

satdowninherlivingroom.

"Whatbringsyouheremyboy?"

"IcametoseeOupa."

"Youwhat?"

"IcametoseeOupa.Iunderstandandrespectyour

cultureandIdon'tmeanforanydisrespectbutI

wanttoseemyson.Justonce.Idon'tevenknow

whathelookslike.Ijustwanttoseehim,Iam

beggingyou.Please."

Theauntlookedathim confused."Whatdoyou

mean?Oupalongleftamonthbacksayingsheis

comingtoyou."

Kabofrowned."What?"

"Oupaisnotheremyboy.Letmecallher."



Kabo'sheartpoundedashewatchedhercallOupa.

"Aunty..."

"Whereareyou?"

"Athome."

"Athomewhere?Iam withKaborightnow."

"Iam atwork.IgotajobinOrapa.Iam working

there.Idon'twanthim toknowasyet.Iam still

settling."

"Whydidyoulietomethen?"

"Iknewyouwouldn'tletmetakethebaby."

"Whoishelpingyouthen?Iletyougobecauseyou

toldmeKabo'smotherwouldbehelpingyou."

"Ihiredsomeone.Iam fine.IwilltalktoKabo."

Oupahungup.Kabotookadeepbreath.

"Iam sorrymyson."

"It'sok.Thankyou."

"Doyouwantanythingtoeat?"

"No."



HestoodupandwalkedoutsidedialingOupa.

"Hello?"

"Iwanttoseemychild.Youhave-"

"Heeela,it'snotyourchild!Leavemealone!"

.

.

.
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"Whatdidyoujustsay?"

"Heisnotyourchildmothowamodimo.Stop

botheringme."

Feelingweak,Kaboslowlysatdowninhiscar."Why

areyoudoingthis?"

"Pleaseleavemealone."

"Ijustwanttoseemyson.Whyareyoumakingitso

difficult?Ididn'tsayIwanttotakehim from you."

"Whatareyouevendoingatmyaunt'shouse?"

"Iwanttoseemyson."

"Bye."

Shehungup.Kaboclenchedhisjawsthencalledhis

brother.

"Hello?"



"KanaOupaoganakangwana.(Oupaisrefusing

withthechild.)"

"Isn'tsheinconfinement?"

"Sheisnot.Ithoughtshewastillshestartedtelling

metowait6months.IdroveallthewaytoCharles

HilltoseeherandwhenIgetthere,Iseeheraunt

whotellsmeOupaleftamonthbackcomingtomy

houseandthatmymotherwouldhelpherwiththe

baby."

"What?"

"SheisinOrapaworking.Shegivesmysontoher

boyfriend.Nowsheissayingheisnotmyson."

""Wagotlwaela.Sonowheisnolongeryouson?"

"I'm stressed.Ijustwanttoseemychild.Iam going

toOrapa.Iam comingbackwithmyson."

"Can'tyoujusttakehertocourt?"

"NyaaOupaisgoingtoofar.Ihavetoleratedher

bullshitenough.Iam goingtotakemychild.She

mustbefeelingsobigbecauseofherboyfriend."

"Hisfatherisaminister.Obviouslyhehasinfluence."



"Gakenasepekainfluenceyamasepa.Iwantmy

sonandIam goingtotakehim."

"Don'tdoanythingyouwillregret."

"Iam goingtotakemyson.Andifheisnotmyson,

sheisgoingtoexplaintomeclearly."

"Comeback.Wewillgotogether."

"Ican'twait."

"Yesyoucan.Iwillgowithyou.Youdon'twantto

ruinyourchancesofgettinghim incourt.Idon't

wantyoudoingsomethingstupid.Youhavealotto

thinkabout,youaregettingmarriedtoAva.Shehas

yourdaughterwithherrightnow.That'syourfamily.

Whenyoumakedecisions,pleasethinkforthose

twotoo.Avalovesyou,don'tmessthatup.Oupais

pushingyou,Igetitbutdon'tgivein.Youhavealot

atstake.Ialreadyspoketopapaaboutthis,hesaid

weshouldwaitforanothermonthbecauseawoman

hastobeinconfinementforatleastthreemonths.

It'sonlybeentwo.Afterthat,ifshekeepsrefusing,

thefamilywillgoandtalktoherfamilyandwhen

thatfails,wetakeittocourt.Iwanttobetherewith



yousopleasecomebackhome."

"Shesaidheisnotmine."

"Whenwego,wewillmakesuretogethishair

strandorsalivathenruntests.Oupaisexpecting

youtoactcrazy,theyarewatchingyouandtheyare

lookingforsomethingtonailyouwith.Iam not

goingtoletthathappen.Ineedyoutosleepthen

drivebackhometomorrowmorning.Wewilltalk

aboutitwhenyougethere.Eitherway,Idon'tneed

mybestmaninjailwhileIgetmarried."

Kabochuckled."YouandNeofixedthings?"

"Sheproposed."

"Musthavetakenguts!"

"Itdid.Iwanttopaymagadi.Iam notgoingtowait

forsomethingstupidtohappenagain."

Kabolaughed."Iam withyouthere."

"Seeyoutomorrow,right?"

"Yeah."

"IfyougotoOrapawithoutmeIam goingtopunch



you."

"Iam comingtonight."

"Youdroveallday,cometomorrow."

"No.TomorrowmorningwearegoingtoOrapa.Iam

comingnow."

***

Oupa'ssisterlookedathershakingherhead.

"Ican'tbelieveyou."

"Youdon'tknowKabo.Thatmanisfullofhimself.

Hecheatedonmethenputmeinapolygamous

relationshipwiththatwhitehag."

"Youhadachoice.Youcouldhaveleft.Youan

optiontoleavewhenyourealizedthathetoldyou

aboutthatwhitelady.Butyouchosetostay.He

didn'tforceyoutostay.Youchosetostayonyour

own.Oupadon'tturnintothisbitterhumanbeing.

Thatisnotwhoyouare.Temogoneedshisfatherin



hislifejustlikenoonedeniedyouhavingafather

growingup.YouhaveagoodthingwithTheo.It

couldactuallyturnintosomethingspecialifyoustop

beingthispersonyouareturninginto.Sometimes

you'vegottoletgoandforgive.Thisbabydeserves

bothparents.It'snolongeraboutyouandKabo.It's

aboutthislittleboyandhedeservesbetter.Itook

leaveatworktohelpyouwiththebabynottohelp

youkeepawayhisfather."

Oupalookedathersistertearfully."Heismarrying

her."

"It'stimetomoveonlove."

"Ilovehim.Ilovehim somuch.Ithoughthewould

getscaredthenchoosemebutheismarryingher."

"Thenitwasnevermeanttobe.Youarebeautiful,

youareuniqueandspecial.Iknowit'spainfulbut

youdon'thavetodealwiththepainalone.Iam here

withyou.AndTheo...Heisacatch.You'vegotto

stopmakinghim feellikeheisacompetitionwith

yourex."

TheyhuggedthenOupasighed."Youareright."



"Iknow.Theolderoneisalwaysright."

ShelaughedthentookherphoneandcalledKabo

back.

"Yes?"

Shesighed."Heisyours.Iam sorry.Youcancome

toOrapatoseehim."

"Really?"

Theexcitementinhisvoicemadeherchuckle.

"Yeah."

"Thankyousomuch.Iwasabouttodrivebackto

GabsbutIam comingthere."

"No.Youdroveallday.Youmustbetired."

"Iam coming."

Hehungup.Hersisterlookedaherwithasmile.

"Notsohardright?"

Sherolledhereyeswithasmile.

***



SeneowalkedinsideRyan'shouseandlookedat

Khumocookinginthekitcheninhershorts.She

lookedatthetime,itwasjustafterfive.Khumo

turnedfeelingeyesonherthenSeneolookedather

breastspokingthroughhert-shirt.

"MmagweJade..."

"Khumo.Howisitgoing?Youdon'tknockoffon

weekends?"

"Eemma.Iworkfulltimehere.Ryanneedshelpwith

alot."

"Isee.IsRragweJadein?"

"No.Notyet."

Seneolookedatherthighsthensatdownonthe

kitchenstool.

"Iwantedtotalktoyouaboutsomething."

Khumoputtheforkdownandswitchedoffthestove.

"MyhusbandandIhavedecidedtoletyougo."

"Yourhusband?Ididn'trealizehewasmarried."



Seneosmiled."Youwouldn'tbecauseyouareonly

thenanny.Butthat'snottheissue.Jade'snannywill

betakingoverallthekids."

"Withallduerespect,MmagweJadeIreallyneed

thisjob.Myfamilydependsonthisjob.Mymother's

hospitalbillsdependsonthisjob."

"IunderstandbutIam afraidIcan'tkeepyouhere.I

reallydon'tneedyou."

"Isitaboutwhathappenedyesterday?Itwon't

happenagain.Pleaseforgiveme.Icantakecareof

allthekids.Iam goodwithkids.Iwillcanchange

whateveryouwantmetochange."

Seneolookedatherandsighed."Khumo,Iam really

sorry.Inolongerneedyourservices.It'snothingyou

did.Iwillhelplookforajobforyou."

Khumowipedawayatear."Eemma."

Seneostoodup."Iam gladwehavecometoan

understanding.Youhelpdidn'tgounnoticed.You

canleavethat.Iwilltakeover."Seneohandedheran

envelope."Youpaycheck.Thisshouldbeableto

pushyoutillyougetanotherjob."



Khumotookitoutandlookedatthecheck.She

noddedandwalkedtotheroom shewasusing.A

whilelatershewalkedbackwithherbagnow

dressedinat-shirtandajean.

"Iam going.Juniorwillbeawakesoon.Hismilkisin

there."Shepointed.

"Thanks.Bye."

Shewalkedout.Seneosighedthenlookedatwhat

Khumowascooking.Shedisheditallinalunchbox

thenstartedcookingfrom scratch.

MinuteslaterRyanwalkedintakingoffhiscapthen

hesmiledstaringatSeneobusycookinginthe

kitchen.Hehuggedherfrom behindkissingherneck.

"Hey..."

"Hey..wherewereyou?"

"Ihadtotakemycarforservicing."Herubbedhis

boneronherbutt."WhereisKhumo?"

"Oh?Irelievedheroffherduties."

"Youfiredher?"



"Yes.IthinkJade'snannyshouldtakeover.Sheis

goodwithkids.Wewilljustincreasehersalary."

RyanrolledupSeneo'sdresstoherwaistthenpulled

herpantytothesidestrokinghisdick.

"Ok."

Hebendedherabitthenslidin.Stillswollenfrom

lastnight'sencounters,sheflinchedswitchingoff

thestove.Heheldherwaistanddrilledher

mercilessly.

*

Ryangruntedinherearreleasinginsideherwhile

Juniorcried.HeslidoutandfixedSeneo'spanty.

"Iwillgethim."

Shenoddedbreathingheavilyasshepulledher

dressdown.Sheturnedbacktoherpotswitchingon

thestove.RyanwalkedinwithJunior,Seneolooked

athim inhisfather'sarms.Hedidlooklikehisfather.

"Youcanholdhim."

SeneohesitantlystretchedherhandsthenRyan

handedherthebaby.Juniorlookedatheraboutto



crythensheimmediatelyheldhim likeshewould

holdJadewhenshecried.

"Shhhh..."

Junioropenedhismouthcrying.Seneolookedat

Ryan.

"Hisvoiceissodeep."

"Heishisfather'sson."

Seneolaughedthenmovedaroundthehouse

shushinghim whilerubbinghisback.Asifshewas

pinchinghim,Juniorcriedlouder.Seneowalkedwith

him backtohisfather.

"Hewon'tstopcrying."

Ryantookhim thenheimmediatelykeptquiet.

Seneosighed.

"Idon'tthinkhelikesmethatmuch."

"Hedoesn'tlikestrangers.Youhavebeenastranger.

Hewillwarm up."

"Iguess.Letmefinishupdinner."

Ryansatonthestoolstaringather."Congratulations



onthequantum."

Seneosmiled."Ican'twaitforittostartoperating."

"Iam proudofyou."

"How'stheclinicgoing?"

"Trevorisontopofit."

Theycontinuedchattingwhileshecookedmoving

aroundthekitchen.

***

AvatriedKabo'snumberagainbutitstillwasn't

goingthrough.Shetearfullylookedatherdaughter

knowinghewasprobablywithher.Oupawasalways

goingtobearound.Shewasalwaysgoingtohavea

shareofhim.Atearescaped,unabletoholditin

anymore,sheputherhandsoverherfacecrying.It

hurtsomuch,thepainwasliterallydestroyingher.

Herphonerangthenshepickedtakingadeepbreath.

"Hello?"



"Ava,it'sDr.Sedimo.Unfortunatelyit'syourkidney

asIsuspected.Youhavechronickidneyfailure.You

knewthisdidn'tyou?"

TearsfilledAva'seyes."Thankyou."

Shehungupbeforethedoctorcouldsayanything

elsethentriedKabo'snumberagain.

Shesettledforamessage.

Ava:Hey,haveyouarrived?Iam worried.

Shesentthemessagethenpickedherbabyand

walkedwithhertothebathroom.Absentminded,

shestartedbathingher,herphonerangfrom the

bedroom.Shequicklystoodupandrushedtoher

phoneknowingitwasKabo.Shehadsetfora

differentringingtoneforhiscalls.

"Hello?"

"Hey,myphonewasoff.I'm chargingitinthecar.I

arrivedbutshewasnotthere.Iam drivingtoOrapa

wheresheisstaying."

"Don'tyouthinkyoushouldrest?"

"Iwillbefine.AssoonasIseehim,Iam coming



back.Ipromise."

"Iwasworried."

"Ishouldhavecalled.Iam sorry."

"It'sok."

"Iloveyou.Howismybabygirl?"

Ava'sheartskippedasshedroppedthephone

rushingtothebathroom.

.

.

.
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Avarushedtothebathroom wherethebabybathing

dishwasinthebathtubandlookedatherdaughter

immersedinthewater.

"Monei!"

Shequicklypickedherupandrushedwithhertoher

bed.

"Lebo!Help!"

Shestartedthechestcompressionsbutnotsureif

shewasusingtherightamountofpressurethen

leanedonthebabydoingmouthtomouth.

Lebowalkedinthenfrozestaringatherboss.

"Whathappened?"

"Calltheambulance!"

Leborushedout,sheslippedlandingonherhands



losingoneshoeandtookherphone.Secondslater

shewastalkinghystericallyonthephone.Ava

continuedwithdoingchestcompressions.She

leanedovershakinganddidmouthtomouth.She

gotupanddidmorechestcompressionscrying.The

babygaspedthenbeguncoughingoutwater.

"OhmyGod!"

Avaquicklypickedherupandrushedwithherout.

"Lebobringmycarkeys!"

Leborushedtoherboss'sroom whereshegrabbed

thebabybagandcarkeys.SherushedafterAvaand

handedAvathecarkeys.Avagaveherthebabythen

gotinthecar.Lebolookedatthebabywheezingand

jumpedattheback.Shetookoutthebabyblanket

from thebagandcoveredthebabywithitwhileAva

spedoff.

***

MoitoitookadeepbreathstaringatSeneo'snumber



feelingtooashamedtocall.Sheclosedhereyesfor

amomentthenpickedthephoneandcalledher.The

phonerangforawhilethenSeneospokeattheother

hand.

"Hello?"

Moitoi'sheartpoundedthatshefoundherselfunable

tobreathe.

"Hello?"

"Neo..."

Seneopaused."Moi?"

"Hi."

"Wow...Hi."

"Howareyou?"

"StillinarelationshipwithRyan."

Shesighed."Iknow.Iheard."

"Ok.Howareyou?"

"I'm fine."

Therewasawkwardsilence.Seneochuckled.



"Iguessthisisthepart-"

"Iapologize.Iam sorry.Iam sososorry.Iam sorry

forpushingyouaway.Forturningmybackonyou.I

stilldon'tapproveyourrelationshipwithRyanbutI

shouldhaveputyourhappinessfirst.Iam notGod

tojudgeafterall.Iam sorryIwasn'tthesisteryou

neededwhenyouneededher.Iam sorryforhaving

otherpeopleturntheirbacksonyoubecauseIdidn't

approveofwhatyouweredoing.Yourhappiness

wassupposedtocomefirsttome."

Seneosighed."Whydon'tyouapprove?RyanandI

aredoingnothingwrong."

"LoveisneverwrongSeneobutwhoyouloveisthe

problem.Iwillneverlookatthatmanwithout

thinkingRea.Iwillneverlookatbothofyouwithout

feelingthatyouarebetrayingRea.Butthat'snotthe

issue.IfRyanmakesyouhappythennothingelse

matters.Yourhappinessistheonlythingthat

matters."

"Iforgiveyou."

Moitoisighed."Iam goingtoseeaspecialistin



SouthAfricatomorrow.Heisgoingtolookatmy

scars."

"Youaredoingtheplasticsurgery?"

"Yes."

"Iam happyforyou."

"Thankyou.Howisyourdaughter?"

"Youmeanthedisapproval'sdaughter?"

Moitoichuckled."Yes,her."

"Sheiswithdisapproval'smother."

"Iheardaboutthebaby.Iam sorry."

"It'sok.Ihavemovedon.Beforeyouhearitfrom

anyone,disapprovaladIaregettingmarried.Ilove

disapprovalandIhaveneverbeenmoreinlove.Iam

goingtomarryhim wholeheartedlyandIam goingto

behappy.Ireallydon'tcareifthereisanyonewho

findsitdisgustingbecausethat'slastseasonforme,

Idon'tlivemylifeforpeople,Ilivemylifeforme,I

am doingmeandtrustme,Iam happywithmy

decisions.Iam contentwithmydecisionsandI

standfirm withthem."



"Congratulations."

"Thankyou."

"IhopeIwouldhavedonemyplasticsurgerybythe

timeofthewedding."

"Whywouldyouattendmyweddingwith

disapproval?"

"Becausedisapprovalisdatingmysister.Good

night."

Seneolaughed."Youarefullofit.Youshouldstay

withyourgrilledmeatforawhile.Ithumblesyou."

Moitoilaughed."Ihavealwaysbeenhumble."

"Nope.Thefiregrillingyouhumbledyou."

"Tsek!"

"Istillloveyou."

Moitoismiledemotionally."SodoI."

"Bye."

Moitoismiledthenputherphonedown.



***

KatlotuckedinObrienthenwalkedoutofhisroom

goingtothebedroom.Shetookashowerthencalled

Ryan.

"Hello?"

Katlosighed."IwanttospeaktoObrien'sfather."

"GoodeveningtoyoutooKatlo.Obrien'sfatheris

stillbathing."

"Givehim thephoneSeneo."

"Youcanleaveamessage,Iwillpassitover."

"Iam notdiscussingmysonwithyou."

"YouhavetounderstandthatI'm alwaysgoingtobe

afactorinObrien'slife.Ihavebeenmotheringhim

forawhile.Youshouldworkinwhateverissueyou

havewithmebecauseyouandIaregoingtointeract

morethanyouknow."

"Woman!Letmetalktomybabydaddyija.Youhave

madeyourselfafactorevenwhereit'snotnecessary.



Youarewastingmytime."

"Bye."

Seneohungup.Katlolaughedstaringatthephone

thenshookherheadcallingagain.Thistimearound

Ryananswered.

"Katlo.."

"SonowIhavetodiscussmysonwithyour

girlfriend?"

"Mywife.Seneoismywifeandyouaregoingto

respecther.Iam notgoingtohavethisconversation

withyouagain,thiswomanraisedyoursonwhen

yougavehim up.She'salwaysgoingtobeapresent

factorbecausesheisMrs.RyanMfetane.Ifyoufail

torespectmywifethenyouandIaregoingtohavea

bigproblem.Fixyourattitude!"

"Iwasjust-"

"Idon'tcarewhatyouweredoingmmeIam goingto

beclearaboutonething,respectmywife.Whatis

it?"

"IwantedtotalkaboutObrien."



"Isitaemergency?"

"No,Ijust-"

"Theitcanwaitfortomorrow.Stopcallingmeat

inappropriatetimes.Irespectmywoman.Ifyour

boyfrienddoesn'tcare,that'shim butIrespectmy

relationship.Aftereightdon'tcallmeunlessit'san

emergency.Areweclear?"

"Yes.Wewilltaketomorrow."

"Bye."

Hehungup,Katloswallowedthenlayonherbed.

Herphonerang.

"Babe..."

"Imissyou.CanIsleepthere?"

"Iswearitfeelslikewearestilllivingtogether.You

alwayssleepinmyhouse."

Helaughed."Iam coming."

Shehungupwithasmile.



***

Avalookedatherbabyasthedoctorlookedather.

"Youareluckyyougotherwhenyoudid.Shecould

havedied."

"Isshegoingtobeok?"

"Yes.ButIstillwanttounderstandwhathappened."

Avaswallowed."Sheslippedinthewater."

"Thenwhathappened?Thisbabyalmostdrowned."

"Iam goingthroughalotrightnow,itwasa

mistake."

"Youwillexplainthattothechildservicesandsocial

workers.Youwereneglectant.Youcouldhavekilled

thisbaby."

"Look,IjustfoundoutthatImightdie.Itwasa

mistake,Iam human!Iam allowedtomake

mistakes.Iam goingthroughsomuch.Iloveher

withallIhaveandImadeamistakelikeanynew

mom would."



Thedoctorsighedthenwalkedout.Avatearfully

lookedatherdaughterthenkissedher.

"Iam sorrybaby..."

Lebowalkedinthenlookedather.

"Mr.Mfetaneiscalling."

Avaturnedbacktoher."Youtoldhim?"

"Ididn'tknowIwasn'tsupposedto."

Avalookedatthephoneforamomentthenfinally

tookit.

"Hello?"

"What'sgoingon?Whatam Ihearing?"

"I...Ididn'tmeanforittohappen."

"Howdoyoudrownmychild?Areyouthat

careless?"

"Imadeamistake."

"Ican'tbelieveyou.Whodrownstheirownbaby?"

"Saysthemanwhoisrunningalloverthecountryfor

avagina!Youalsohavedaughterbackhere.Ican't



manageallalonebutofcauseyoudon'tcare.You

outtherechasingafterOupa.Iam donewiththis

relationship.Mydaughtercomesfirst.Iam sickand

tiredofalwaysthinkingyouarewithher.Thestress

istoomuchforme.Ican'thandleitanymore.You

canfreelygotoOupa.Iam done.I'dratherspendmy

lastdayshappythanspendthem fightingforaman

whoisnotsurewhom heloves.Goodnight."

***

Kabolookedathisphonethenbackattheroad

againdialingAvaagain.

"Canyoustopbotheringme?Stopcallingmeso

muchwhenyoufailtobewithmeoryourdaughter

wheneverweneedyou."

"Haven'tIbeenthere?"

"StalkingOupa.Callinghereveryday."

"BecauseIwanttoseemyson."

"I'm done!"



Hehungupthenturnedtotheroad.Helookedatthe

cowdcrossingtheroadthenswavedthecar.Thecar

wentoutoftheroadheadedfortheMorulatree.

..
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Panicking,Kaboturnedthesteeringwheelhen

quicklyletgoasthecardroverightintothebushes,

herfootlodgedonthebreaks.Thecarstoppedas

theairbaghitKabo'sface.Hischestvibratedwhile

hisheartpoundedsofast.Helookedaroundthe

pitchblacknightthenreversedoutofthebushes.A

carstoppedatthesideoftheroadashestepped

out.Feelingdizzy,hestaggeredthenleanedbackon

hiscar.Theownerofthecarthathadstopped

steppedoutandslowlywalkedoverholdingher

touch.Shestoodadistance.

"Areyouok?"

Helookedatthelady."Yah.."Heputhishandonhis

chestgrunting.Shequicklywalkedover.

"Areyouinpain?"

"Nah..justmychest."



"Ithinkyouarestillshock."Sheopenedhiscar's

doorandhelpedhim backinthecaradjustinghis

seat.

"Youovertookmeawhilebackandyouwere

speeding.Iguessthisiswhathappenstopeople

whooverspeed."

Hesmiled."Areyouapoliceofficer."

Theladylookedathim carefully."Youlooksomeone

Iusedtoknow.KaboMfetane?"

Kabolaughedimmediatelyrecognizingher.

"Sereletso?"

Shelaughed."Bathongyoulook...different."

Kaboshookhishead."Can'texpectmetolookhowI

lookedinform 1whenIwasyourboyfriend."

Sereletsolaughed."Wewerenotdating."

"Wekissed.Thattimeinclasswhennoonewasin

class."

Sereletsosmiled."Ireallylikedyouthenwhenwere

doingform 2youstarteddatingthatgirlwhowasa

newcomer."



Kabostaredather."Imadeamistake.Iwasgoingto

apologizethenyoutransferred."

Shechuckled."Youcried."

"Lies.Ididn'tcry."

"Youcried.Irememberyoucrying."

Kabolaughedembarrassed."WenttoCanada?"

Shenodded."Yes.Thatwasalwaysmydream.You?"

"Iam thelawyerI'vealwayswantedtobe."

"Iknewyouwouldmakeit.Whereisyourbrother?"

"Heisadoctor."

"Wow!Thatguyusedtosmokeweedeveryday.Kana

hiseyeswerealwaysred."

Kabolaughed."Ifyouseehim nowyouwouldn't

believeheisthatguy.Heisgettingmarried."

"That'sgreat.You?"

Kabosighed."Mylifeisamess."

"Ihavetime."

HelookedatherthentoldheraboutAvaandOupa.



Sereletsolaughed.

"Youarecrazy.Kooreyoualreadysawyourselfas

Azwindini?"

"Itgottomyhead."

"Nowyoulostboth.Iguessthebestlessonisthe

kindyoulearnyourself."

"Ijustwanttoseemyson."

"Andyouhaveeveryrightto.Idon'tlikewomenwho

usekidstofighttheirbattles.Butyouhavetomake

adecisionandstickwithit."

"Iam makingthedecisiontobethebestparentto

mykids.Whataboutyou?Married?"

Sereletsosighed."IgotagoodjobinGaborone,got

promotedthengotmarried.Hubbywasworkingin

Phikwe.Hewantedmetomove,everyonewanted

metomovetherebutIwasstubborn.Ididn'tgoto

schooltobeahousewife.Igotpregnantthen

thoughtIwouldsurprisehim.GettingthereIfound

him withanotherwoman,hewasn'tevensorry.Said

Ishouldhavetoldhim Iwascomingthenhesentme



backthatnight.Iwentbackhome,gavebirth.Stress

selehakai?Iwassodepressed.Iwantedtojustdie.

IsawmyselfpostingonFacebookkebatlathuso."

Theybothlaughed."Heonlysawmybabyonceand

todayheis3,hestillhasn'tseenhischildnotdoes

hesupportthechild.Iheardhegotmarriedtothat

womanandtheyhaveachild."

"Wow!"

"Yeah.ButIhavemovedonwithmylife.Ittooktime

butI'm goodnow."

"Iam sorryforbreakingyourheart."

Shelaughed."Igotoverit.Gapekarmaisdealing

withyouprettywell.Howareyoufeelingnow?"

"I'm good."

"Youshouldseeadoctorjusttobesure."

"Whereareyougoing?"

"Palapye.Workproject."

Kabosmiled."Youreallymadeit."

"Sodidyou.Canyoudrive?"



"Yeah."

"Pleasedrivesafely.Andseeadoctor."

Kabotookherphonethenpagedhimself.Hehanded

itbackwithaninnocentsmile.

"Thankyou."

Sereletsolaughedthentookherphone."Bye!"

Kabowatchedherwalkbacktohercarthenshe

droveoff.Hesighedputtinghishandonhischestat

thepainbutbrusheditoffcheckinghiscartires.

Minuteslaterhejumpedbackinthecaranddrove

off.

***

ThefollowingmorningMmagweJuniorletthe

guestsinsidethehousethenwalkedtothebedroom

whereOabonawasdressinggettingreadytogoto

thefarm.

"Therearepeoplehere.Theyareheretoseeyou.



From theMfetanefamily."

Oabonapausedthensmiled."Ok.Iam coming."

MmagweJuniorsatdown."Theyareherefor

Seneo?"

"Yes."

"Youknowshedoesn'ttalktomeevenafterwe

solvesthings."

"Whatdoyouexpectfrom her?"

"IwrongedherbutIam trying."

"Keeptrying.ThereisnothingIcando.Mynieceis

gettingmarriedandIam goingtodoeverything

possibletomakesureeverythinggoessmoothly."

Heputonhisshoesthenwalkedouttomeethis

guests.

***

Ryanparkedhiscarattheparkinglotinfrontof



MarinathenlookedatSeneoandkissedher.

"Iwillseeyoulater."

Shesmiled."Ihopeyoudon'tdelaypickingmeup."

"Iwillberightherewaitingforyou."

Shesmiledthensteppedoutandcatwalkedinher

heelsinsidethehospitalwhileRyanreversedand

drovetowork.Hejumpedoutputtingonhiswhite

coatthenwalkedtohisoffice.Acolleagueopened

thedoorandpeepedin.

"Laitaka!"

Ryanturnedtohim andsmiled."Eita!"

"Youback?"

Ryansmiled."Inflesh,whatdidImiss?"

"Yourjob!"

Theybothlaughed."Wanyela."

"Goodtoseeyouthough!"

"Youtoo."

Thecolleaguewalkedoutwhilehesatdown.He



lookedatthefilesontableandsmiledfeelingthe

rushofexcitementcomeback.Hisphonerang.

"Katlo..."

"Morning.IwantedtotalktoyouaboutObrien.We

wanttogotoNamibiasoIwantedtotakeObrien

with.Ineedanaffidavit."

"Ok,whenareyougoing?"

"OnFriday."

"Iwouldhavemadeitbythen."

"Thankyou.Iam alsosorryforwhathappened

yesterday.Youwereright.Iwillcorrectmyself."

"Good."

"Bye."

ShehungupthenRyanstartedgoingthroughhis

files.Hecuriouslylookedathisphonewonderingif

Seneo'sunclehadgottentheletterornot.Hedialed

hisfather.

"Ryan.."

"Isthelettergone?'



"Yes.Theyarealreadyontheirwayback."

"Itwentwell?"

Hisfatherchuckled."Yes.Ihopeyouhaveenough

money."

"Yes.It'senough."

"Good.Idon'twanttobeembarrassed."

"Youwon'tbe."

"That'smyboy."

***

TshegosentoutherCVthroughemailthensighed

gettingup.Shehadlostherjob,justlikethat.It

broughttearstohereyes,itwasdifficulttogetajob.

Theyearsofunemploymenthadshownherthat.

Someoneknockedonherdoor,shewalkedoverand

openedthenlookedatthedeliveryguyholding

flowers.

"Morning..."



"DeliveryforMissTshegofatsoModisane."

"That'sme."

Shesignedthengottheflowersandboxof

chocolates.Shewalkedbackwithflowersinsidethe

houseandtookoutthenote.

Dearunemployedgirlfriend

YouarethebestatwhatyoudoandIam surethere

issomeoneouttherelookingforsomeonewithyour

skills,sinceyourefusedtojoinmeatmycompany,I

havedecidedtojoinyouwithjobhuntingwhilealso

gettinginacommitmentofgivinggirlfriendmonthly

allowance,theamountwilldiscussedafterwehave

reviewedyourperformanceasagirlfriend...Inthe

meantime,havesomechocolate.

Youremployedboyfriend.



Shelaughedstaringattheletterthentookoutthe

chocolateswithasmile.

***

AtMarina,SeneosmiledwalkingovertoLea.

"Hey..."

Lealookedatherandsmiled."Seneo..."

"Myunclejustgottheletterfrom Ryan'sfamily.Iam

sohappy."

"Iam happyforyoutoo.ThereissomethingIwantto

talktoyouabout."

"What?"

"Afterwhathappened,Ithinkweshouldkeepsome

distancebetweenus.IthinkBokaohasacrushon

you,itmightnotmeananythingbutIam justbeing

concious.IlovemyhusbandandIwoulddoanything

toprotectmymarriage.InthemeantimeIthink

somedistancebetweenusiswhatmymarriage



needs."

Seneonodded."Iunderstand."

"MeaningIcan'tbeyourmaidofhonor.Youwillhave

togetsomeoneelse."

Seneosighed."Iunderstand."

"Thanks."

Seneowatchedherwalkaway.Shetookadeep

breathgoingadifferentdirection.

***

Kaboheldhissoninhisarmssmiling.Oupasaton

theothercouchstaringathim.Hekissedhis

foreheadthenlookedatOupa.

"Idon'twantyourboyfriendanywherenearmyson."

"Nowyouarebeingunreasonable."

"Unreasonable?"

"HedeletedthepicturesandIadmit,Iwaswrong.I



apologizedforit."

"Idon'tgiveafuck.Lethim makehisownchildbut

heisgoingtostayfarawayfrom myson.Wenale

boyfriendnyanayagagoyamasepalantlwaela

masepa."

Oupalookedathim andsighed."Iheardyou."

Kaboturnedbacktohissonandsmiled.

6MONTHSLATER...
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Inthemorning,Tshegosatinhercarlisteningto

MeghanTrainor,badasswomantryingtofishher

confidencefrom whatevertinyboxithadfalleninto.

Shelookedatthebuildingthenclosedhereyes.Her

phonevibratedstartlingherfrom herinnerchants.

"Hello?"

"Hey...Haveyouarrived?"

Sheleanedbackonherseat."OdirileIam sacred."

"Listentome,youcandothis.Thisisyourthing.You

aresmart,youareclever,youareenoughrightnow.

Thejobisyoursbabe.Youcandothis.Whereisthe

tigressesIwaswithlastnight?Thatoverthereis

you.Ifyoudon'tgetthejob,thenitwasnevermeant

tobeyours."

Shesighed."Iam justnervous."



"Youhavenoreasontobe.Walkinthereasifyou

ownthatcompany.Sometimesyouhaveclaim itto

beyours."

"Ok...Iam abouttogoin."

"Iwillcallyoubacklater.Iloveyou.Keepcalm."

"Iloveyoutoo.Thankyou."

"For?"

"Forbeingmycheerleader.Mybackbone.Mypiller

ofstrength.Myshield.Mygotoperson.Thankyou."

"Iam alwaysgoingtobethere.Throughthickand

thin.AndIam gratefulforyoutoo."

Tshegosmiled."Iam walkingin.Thisisit."

"Fuckthem iftheydon'thireyou."

Shelaughed."Yeah...Bye."

Shehungupthensteppedinhernavybluedressand

heelsholdingherhandbag.Sheconfidentlywalked

andwentrighttothereceptionist.

"Hi,howareyou?Iam herefortheHRjobinterview."



"Hi,Iam goodyourself?"

"Iam great."

Thereceiptionistsmiled."Godownthehall.Youwill

findawaitingareawheremostpeopleareseated."

"Thankyou."

Shewalkeddownthehallthenlookedatthepeople

seated.Shesatdownfeelingabitdiscouraged.

Knowingmostcompanieshiredaccordingtohow

muchexperienceonehaddiscouragedherbutshe

stillsatdownandwaited.

***

Leawalkedoutofthepharmacytalkingonthe

phone.

"Ihavebeenfeelingnauseaslately.Andmyperiod

toohasn'tcome."

"Youmustbepregnant."

Leasmiledwalkingovertohercarthengotin."I



thinksotoo.Iboughtthepregnancytest."

"Iam notdoinganythingandit'smydayofftoo,do

youwantmetocomeover?"

"Yeah.Gapehubbytravelled.I'm allalone."

"Ok.Iam coming."

"Sharp."

Shehunguprecievinganothercall.Shelookedat

Seneocallingthensighed.

"Neo."

"Hey.Ihavebeentryingtocallbutyouwerenot

answering."

"Ihavebeenbusy."

"LeaIsawyouyesterday,youignoredme."

"Ididn'thearyou."

Seneosighed."Ididn'tknowourfriendshipisover."

"SeneoItoldyou."

"IseeyouarefriendswithTinynow.Youknowhow

sheisright?Sheisasnake."



"Yousoundjealousrightnow."

"I'm justlookingoutforyou.Everyoneknowsbetter

thantobefriendTiny."

"IcanlookaftermyselfSeneo."

"Ok.Ifyousayso.Bye."

"Sharp."

Leahunguprollinghereyesthendroveoff.Awhile

laterLeawalkedinsideherhousewithTiny.Leaput

herhandbagonthetable.

"Sithere.Iam coming."

"Ok."

Shewalkedtoherbedroom.TinytookoutLea's

phoneandpresseditforacoupleofsecondsbefore

puttingitbackandtakingoutherownphone.Lea

walkedbackinandputthepregnancytestonthe

table.

"Nowwewait."

"KanayesterdaySeneoattackedme."

Leafrowned."Attackedyou?"



"Yes.Sheaccusedmeofallthings."

"Mxm.Ignoreher."

Lealookedatthetimeanxiouslywaiting.Minutes

latershequicklytookitandlookedatthesingleline.

Disappointed,sheputitdownthensighed.Tiny

smiled.

"Don'tworryfriend.Itwillworkout.God'stimeis

alwaysthebesttime."

"Yaheish.."

"Maybeyouarenottheproblem.Maybehe'sthe

problem."

"Nothingiswrongwitheitherofus.Heisgetting

impatient.Hereallywantsachildplusthereistoo

muchpressurecomingfrom hisfamily.Iam so

stressedrightnow."

"ThereissomeoneIknow.Whenmysisterwas

failingtoconceive,shewenttothatperson.She

recommendsherbs."

"Doesitwork?"

"Mysistergavebirthtotwoboys.Itworks."



"Ok.Youcangethernumber."

"Butshe'sexpensive."

"Itdoesn'tmatter."

Tinysmiled."Soonyouwillbepregnantfriend."

***

Atthehospital,KabowalkedinAva'sroom and

lookedather.Shesmiled.

"Hey..."

"Whyam Ifindingoutfrom Lebothatyouarenot

feelingwell?"

"Iwasgoingtotellyou."

"When?"

"WhenIgotthechance.Iam sorry."

"Howlonghaveyouknown?"

"Sincemypregnancy."



Kabosatdown."Youcouldhavetoldme."

"Ididn'twantyoustayingbecauseIwassick.I

wantedyoutostaybecauseyouwantedto."

"What'stheplan?"

"Akidneytransplant.Iam onthewaitinglist."

"Thatdoesn'twork.Somepeoplehavebeenonthe

listforagesnow,thisisAfricaandthereareno

manyorgandonorshere.Itdoesn'tworklikethatso

youmightdiewaiting.Don'tyouhaveanyother

relativeswhocoulddonate?"

"Theydon'ttalktomeanymore."Shesmiledwiping

awayatear."ButIam atpeace.Iknowifanything

happenstome,mydaughterwillbeinsafehands.

Youaregoodatthisparentingthing."

Kabosmiled."Thanks.Youtoo."

"See?Ihavenoreasontobestressed."

Kabo'sphonerang,hetookitoutandlookedatthe

callerID.Avasmiled.

"Goandanswer."



Hewalkedoutanswering.

"Hello?"

"Hey,Iam inGabsandyouaretheonlyoneIknow

here."

Kabosmiled."Whereareyou?"

"AtAirportJunctionMall."

"Iam sendingyoudirectionstomyhouse.Iwillmeet

youthere."

"Aren'tyouatwork?"

"Iwasmeetingaclientoutsideworkpremises.Iwill

meetyouthere."

"Ok."

Hequicklysentthedirectionsandwalkedback

insidetheroom.Avaturnedtohim.

"Ihavetogo.Wewilltalklater."

"Ok.TakeMoneifrom Lebo."

"Ok."Hekissedherforeheadthendashedout.



**

KaboparkedhiscarbehindSereletso'scarthen

pressedthegateremote.Thegateopenedthen

Sereletsodrovein.Kaboparkedbesidehercarand

steppedoutreplyingtoaworkmessage.

Sereletsosteppedoutofhercarandsmiled."Hey..."

Kabowalkedoverandhuggedherinhalingher

perfume.Heletgothensmiled."Youlookbeautiful."

"ThanksAzwindini."

Helaughedleadingherinsidethehouse.Shelooked

aroundthensatdown.

"YougottransferredbacktoGabs?"

Sereletsolookedathim andshookherhead."No.I

am overseeingaproject.RightnowIdon'thave

anythingpullingmebacktoGabs."

"Howlongwillyoubehere?"

"Twodays,notcountingtheweekend.SoIwillbe

hereforfourdays."



Kabosmiled."Ok.Youcanstayhereforaslongyou

want."

"Whereareyourbabymamas?"

"OupaisinOrapa.Avaisinhospital.She'ssickand

mightdie."

"Sad."

"Yeah.Iam happyyouarehere.Youhavebeen

rejectingme,atleastnowIcanconvinceyouto

sleepwithme."

Sereletsolaughedthenheshrugged."Atthisstage,

atleastIshouldgettosleepwithyou.Myseduction

gameisgood."

Hisphonerang,hegotup."Ineedtogo.Myclientis

waitingforme.Thereisfoodandwater.Electricityis

alsothere.LateronIam comingbackwithmy

daughterandhernannywillbehereinacoupleof

hours."

"Ok."

Kaboleanedoverandkissedhertakingherby

surprise.



"Later..."

Herushedout,Sereletsoputherhandoverherlips

andblushedalone.Shethoughtfullythoughtofher

unshavedpussythenwalkedoutwhilehedroveout

andtookherbag.Shewalkedbackwithbagand

wenttotherooms.Shelookedathisbedroom,it

smelthisfragrance.Sheputthebagdownand

openeditthenwalkedinthebathroom withher

toiletrybag.

***

Moitoisatinfrontofthemirrorslowlydoingher

makeup.Sheranthelipstickonherlipsthenstarted

atherselfforawhile.Secondslatershestoodupin

herpantsandblazer.Theedgesofherlacefront

weavewerelaidsoperfectlytheweavelookedlike

herrealhair.Sheputonherheelsthenlookedat

herself.Shedidn'tlookasflawlessasshewanted,

therecostructiveburnsurgerydidn'tmakeherlook

likeshedidatfirst.Thescarsweregonebutnotall



goneandshehatedthem.

Shewalkedoutholdingherhandbagthentookher

phoneandcalledthesurgeon.

"PearlRadebe,welcometo-"

"Hi.It'sMoitoi.Dr.Abere'spatient."

"Ohyes!Letmeconnectyou."

"Thanks."

Moitoiwaitedforacoupleofseconds.

"Hello?"

"Dr.Abere,it'sMoitoi.IwantedtoaskifIcan'thave

anothersurgerytofixeverything."

"MoitoiIneedyoutounderstandthatyoulookso

muchbetterrightnow.Luckyforusyouonly

sufferedseriousburnsoveryourthighsandsendbut

wealreadydidtworeconstructiveburnsurgeriesand

youareusingthemoisturizersIgavetoyou.Iknow

itdoesn'tlooklikeyouroriginalskinbutthosescars

don'tevenlooklikescarsanymore.Youarebeautiful,

youshouldacceptthatbecauseifnot,youaregoing

tokeepwantingandthesetreatmentsareso



expensive.Idon'twantyoutobeleftwithnothing

becausetrustme,itwilltakeeverythingfrom you."

Tearsfilledhereyes."Youdon'tunderstand."

"Ido.Iunderstand.Butfornow,justacceptyourself.

Giveyourbodysomerest.Comebackafterayearor

two.Wewilltakealookanddosomething.Fornow,

usetheoilsandmoisturizersIgaveyou.Ipromise

you,youaregoingtoseeadifferenceifyoukeep

usingthose."

"Ok."

Shehungupthensighedwalkingout.Shegotinher

caranddrovetoschool.Awhilelatersheparkedthe

carattheschoolparkinglotlookingahertimetable.

Shetookoutherringingphoneandsmiledpicking.

"Papa..."

"Areyoualreadyatschool?"

"Justarrived.Ican'tbelieveIam nowworkingata

seniorschool."

"Goodluck!"

"Thankyou."



Shesteppedoutinhersuitholdingherbagand

anotherbiggerhandbagwithherworkthingsthen

walkedtoherdepartmentwhereamaleteacher

lookedatherwithasmile.

"YoumustbeMsModisane."

Moitoismiledback."Yes,youare?"

"Mr.Lentswe.Nicemeetingyou."

Theyshookhands."Likewise."

"Thereisyourdesk.Andyourclassstartedten

minutesback.Yourclassisinthisblock,atright

corner."

"Thankyou."

"Youarewelcome."Hewalkedoutholdingastick.

Sheputherhandbagdownthentheotherbagand

tookoutmaterialfortheclass.Shetookher

handbagandwalkedoutwiththematerial.Shecould

hearthenoiseallthewayfrom outsidetheshe

confidentlywalkedintheclass.Theyallletquiet

staringather.Sheputherhandbagandmaterialon

aunoccupiedtablethentookachalkandwroteher



nameontheboard.Sheturnedtothem.

"Goodmorningform 4's,Iam MsModisaneandIwill

betakingyouformathematicstillyouwriteyour

finalexamsnextyear."

***

LaterthatdaySeneowalkedoutofthehospitaland

gotinhercarthendrovehome.Sheparkedhercar

andsteppedoutexhausted.Sheputherhandbag

downtakingoffhershoesandlookedatwhatObrien

waswritingthensmiled.Thehandwritingwasstill

horriblebutithadimproved.

Shesatdownandhelpedhim withhishomework,

thesignlanguageclasseswerehelpingsomuch

thatshecouldhaveafullconversationwithObrien

andhecouldreadlipsverywelltoo.

Shesmiledasshefinishedexplainingthenlaughed.

"Understood?"

Hereadherlipswithasmileandnodded.Seneo



highfivedhim thenwalkedtowhereJadewas

drawinggibberish.

"Mama!"

"Heylove...Whatareyoudoing?"

Shepointedatherpaper.Seneotookthepenand

wrotehernameonthepieceofpaper.Shegave

backthepenthenwalkedtoherbedroom where

Ryanwasputtingonhisfragrancealldressedup.

"Whereareyougoing?"

"Outwiththeboys."

"Oh...Where?"

"Iam notsureyet.Iam goingtopickKaboupfrom

hishouse."

"BabeIwantustotalkaboutyourbachelorparty.

HonestlyIam notcomfortablewithit.Ijustdon't

wantanydrama.Wearegettingmarriedinafew

weeksandhonestlyIdon'twantanydrama.Notthat

Iam accusingyouofanythingbutIjustwantusto

befarfrom drama."

"Iunderstand.Iwon'thaveitifyouarenot



comfortablewithit."

Seneosmiledthenkissedhim."Whattimeareyou

comingback?"

"Around2100hrs."

"Ok.Iloveyou."

"Iloveyoutoo."Hegrabbedhiscarkeysanwalked

out.Shesatinfrontofthemirrorstaringatherface.

Sheneededafacialtreatment,aseriousone.

***

Leaopenedthebottlewiththeherbalwater,thelady

Tinyhadtakenhertosaidsheshouldbathher

vaginawithit.Leawalkedtothebathroom holding

theherbalwater.Minuteslatershewalkedoutwitha

towelwrappedaroundherbodythentookherphone

andcalledthelady.

"Hello?"

"Hi.It'sLea.Theherbalwaterisburning.Myvagina



feelslikeit'sonfire."

"That'sgoesontoshowthatit'sworking.It's

supposedtoburnlikethatbutitwillsoonstop."

"Ok."

ShehungupthenLeasatdownbutitseemedthe

burningkeptgettingworse.Shewalkedtothesitting

room wheresheswitchedonthefanandopenedher

legswideopen.

***

Tinyfinishedeatingthencalledthenumbershe

stolenearlieron.

"Hello?"

Shetookadeepbreathlisteningtothatdeepvoice.

"Hi.IworkwithLea,yourwife."

"Ok?"

"IknowIshouldn'tbetellingyouthisbutIwantyou

tobecareful.Idon'twantthesamethingthat



happenedtomybrotherhappeningtoyou.Yourwife

wenttoseeaMalawianwitchdoctortodayabout

you.Idon'tknowwhybutithastodowithyou.Ijust

wantyoutobecareful.That'sall.Bye."

Shehungupandsmiledrelaxingonhercouch

watchingTV.

.

.
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Bokaolookedathisphonethenshookhishead

drivinghome.HeparkedhiscarbesidesLea'sthen

walkedinthehouse.Helookedathiswifeseatedon

thecouchinatowelonly.Leaturnedtohim and

smiled.

"Heybabe..."

Hewalkedoverandkissedher."Hey...Howwas

work?"

"Fine.Didyoucheck?"

Shesighedwithasmile."Iam notpregnant.Wecan

keeptrying."

"Yeah."Hewalkedtothebedroom.Leafollowed

afterhim.

"Iknowit'sdisappointingbutwejusthavetokeep

trying."



Hetookoffhist-shirt.Leaputherhandsonhis

chest.

"Somecouplestaketime.Wearethatcouple.Iam

ovulating.Thisisaperfecttimetodothis.IknowI

keepdisappointingyoubutIwantthisasmuchas

youwantit.Nothingiswrongwiththebothofus.."

Hesmiledthenkissedher.Helaidheronthebed

takingoffhertowelthendroppedkissesgoingdown

toherpussy.Boakopausedstaringatherthen

leanedoveragaincatchingtheawfulsmell.Lea

lookedathim ashegotup.

"Iam tiredrightnow."

"Umm ok.Letmemakesomethingforyou."

Henoddedthenshedressedupandwalkedtothe

kitchen.

***

Tshegopushedthetrolleywalkingaroundthe

supermarketputtingthingssheneededinside.She



finallywalkedtothetillthensmiledstaringat

Tumelo'swife.Shesmiledback.

"Iwillneverforgetyou.Tshegoright?"

Tshegosmiled."Yes.Inevergotyourname."

"Dineo.Wow!Youlookgood."

"Thankyou.Okaehubby?"

"Waaii,Ileft.Ijustrealizedhewon'tstopcheatingno

matterwhatIdo.Sometimesyouhavetoput

yourselffirstandIfailedtodothatearlier."

"Wow!"

"Heisnotsupportingthekids.Iam noteven

botheringmyself.Iam justhappy."

"Iam happyforyou."

Seneohandedherthebankcardthenswipedand

wavedatDineopushinghertrolleyaway.Sheput

everythinginthebootthengotinhercarwhilethe

carbesidehersflashedlightsonceunlocking.The

ownerofthecargotinthenlookedatTshegowhile

shestartedthecar.Herolleddownhiswindow.



"Hey..."

Tshegosmiledanddroveoff.

***

Kabowalkedoutofhisroom holdinghisphoneand

carkeysthenlookedatSereletsowhowasholding

thebaby.

"I'm going.Iwillseeyoulater."

"Whereareyougoingagain?"

"It'sRyan'sbachelorpartytonight."

Sereletsolaughed."Don'tgethim dumped."

"It'sallInnocent.Trustme."

Shelookedathim knowingshehadnoright

demandinganykindoffaithfulnessfrom him.They

werenoteveninarelationship.Shestoodupholding

hisdaughterthenwalkedover.

"Icouldhaveeasilybookedintoahoteloralodge.I



canaffordthat.Thecompanyevengavememoney

forthat.ButIchosetocometoyouinstead.You

wereright.Wearetoooldforrunningaround.You

putonagooddealonthetable.Iwantthat.It

wouldn'thurttogiveusanothertry."

Kabosmiledthenkissedher.Hesteppedback

staringathisdaughterthenkissedhercheek.

"Youwon'tregretit."

"Ibetternot."

Ahootedoutside."Iam comingback.Iwillseeyou

later."

"Behave.Don'truinthisbeforeitcanevenstart."

"Iam welldisciplined."

Herushedout.Sereletsosighedstandingthen

lookedathisdaughterandsmiledkissingherneck.

Shelaughedthrowingherheadback.

ThenannywalkedinthenSereletsosmiled.

"Shedoesn'tcry?"

"No.Notthatmuch."



"Ok."

Sereletsosatdownagainandsighedwondering

whatwasgoingtohappenatthebachelorparty.At

lotofthosetendedtoincludealotthatwould

probablybreakherheart.

***

RyanparkedthecarinfrontoftheC-SKYhotelthen

Kabolookedathim.

"Tonightisforyou.Youaretreadingonyourlast

daysasasingleman.You'vegottogetloose."

"Idon'twantthatdoanythingthatwillcompromise

myfamily'shappiness."

"Itwon'tcometothat.Let'sgo."

TheywalkedinthenKabofistbumpedaman.

"Surelaitaka!"

Kaboturnedtohisbrother."Thisismybrother,the

goodsurgeon,RyanthisisAgangandhisbrother



Miguel."

Miguelwalkedoverholdinghisphonethenslidhis

phoneinhispocketsmilingandbumpedshoulders

withKaboandRyan.

"KebonebaBachelorparty?"

Kabonodded."Mybrotheristhemanofthe

moment."

Ryanchuckled."Hewantsmetogetdivorcedbefore

Icanevengetmarried."

Miguelshookhishead."Becareful.Bannababa

dangerous.(Theseguysaredangerous.)Youwillget

caught."

Aganglaughed."Ryandon'tlistentohim.Thisoneis

theoriginalcheater,ebilekomaleconference,ke

enepresidentwateng.Wacheaterebilewaimisa.

(Atthemaleconference,he'sthepresident.He

cheatsandimpregnates.)"

"Iam changedmanandIlovemyfamily.Ryanmy

man,osekawaretsabathoba.(don'tlistentothese

people.)Wanyala,(youaregettingmarried)don't



ruinitwithtwominutesfunandifitgetshard,usea

condom.Anddon'tconfess.Nomatterwhat,don't

givein.Don'tbelikeme.GompienowhatIdidyears

backisstillbroughtupinargumentssometimes

gotwesaystheguywhocheatedandevenmadea

child.Youdon'twantthattobeyourlife,and

chancesarethatshewillsaysheforgaveyouthen

leavesyouonyourweddingday.Kanathisother

genderemaswe."

Aganglookedathisbrother."Shestillbringsitup?"

"YeahandIdon'tevenhavedefensebecauseatthe

endoftheday,Ididcheatonher."

Kabolaughed."Molatogaobole.Niceseeingyou

gents!"

Theywentoppositedirections.Kaboledhim tothe

poolsidewhereallthegentswhere.Ryanlooked

around,therewasnotraceofanywoman.He

greetedacoupleofpeopleandsmiledatTrevorwho

washoldinghisbeer.

"Myman!"

"Ryan,themanofthemoment!"



"Iwanttogetoutofherefast.Seneodoesn'twant

mehavingabachelor'sparty."

Kabostoodinfrontofeveryone.

"Gents,let'sclearafewthingshere.Tonightweare

allabouthavingfun.Whathappenshereremains

here!Whathappenstonightcanneverbetalked

about,ever...Andtheregoesourladies!"

Musicstartedasthehalfbakedladieswalkedin.

Theguyswhistledandclapped.KabohandedRyan

hisdrink.

"Todayisyourday."

Ryanlookedattheladiesthencaughtsiteofthe

prettyone.Shelookedyoungbutmorebeautiful.She

turnedtohim catchinghim staringthensmiled

innocently.

***

LaterthateveningSeneolookedatthetime.Itwasa

fewminutesbeforemidnight.Shecouldn'thelpthe



feelingshewashavingnomatterwhat.She

thoughtfullylookedaherphonethentookitand

calledTanyaradza.

"Tanya,hi..."

"HiSeneo."

"Hey,isTrevorback?"

"No.Heleftlongbacksayingheisgoingoutwithhis

friends."

"KabowantedtothrowRyanabachelorpartyandI

refused.Ifeelthat'swheretheywent."

"Doyouthinktheyaresleepingwithotherwoman

there?"

"Idon'tknowbut...Iam scared."

"Youneedtotrusthim."

"It'salmostmidnightTanya."

Tanyasighed."ItriedcallingTrevorbuthewasn't

picking."

"Don'tyouknowwheretheywent?"



"No.ButIoverheardhim talkingaboutAvanionthe

phoneafewminutesbeforeheleft."

"Iam goingthere."

"Whataboutthekids?"

"Theyaresleeping.Iam goingtoAvani."

"Neo,maybeyoushouldjustwaitforhim."

"Iam notwaiting.It'spastmidnight."

"Youshouldtrustyourman."

"Andlethim bringdiseasestome?Iam going."

"Eish.Comeandpickmeupthoughthisisbadidea."

.

.

Ifwedon'tparticipateoninsertsitmeansweare

goingtosettleforasingleinsertperdayfamily.We

can'tbemorethan3kwholiketheinsertandjust

haveacoupleofcomments.Let'sworktogether.



OppositePolesAttract

#78

SeneoparkedherX-classatTrevor'sgatethen

pressedthehooter.MinuteslaterTanyawalkedout

andjumpedinsmiling.

"Ireallylikeyourcar.It'sbigandmanly.Youbought

ityourself?"

Seneosmileddrivingaway."No.Ryandid."

"Ah!Whyareyouaccusinghim ofcheatingthen?If

hecanbuysuchacarthatothermenoutthereenvy,

whywouldhecheat?"

SeneolookedatTanya."Iam notsayingheis

cheating.Ijustwanttoknowwhat'sgoingon.My

instictisneverwrongTanya."

Tanyaleanedbacklookingaroundthecleancar."We

aregoingtolookstupidwhenwefindthattheyare

doingnothingwrong.From therewearebothgoing

tolookinsecure."



Seneosighed."Ifweseethattheyarenotdoing

anythingwrong,weturnback.Iwilldropyouoff."

"Youshouldhelpmelookforajob."

"Doyouhaveanyqualification?"

Tanyanodded."Yes.IhaveadegreeinRisk

Managementfrom MidlandsStateUniversity."

"Really?"

Tanyasmiled."Unemploymentleadstopovertyand

nowmostofuslooklikewedidn'tgotoschoolbut

weactuallydid.Iwentthroughvarsity.Fouryears,

fourfullyears.ImetTrevoratvarsity."Shesmiled."I

failedmyform 4twicesoIwenttouniversityabit

late.WhenIfinished,Iworkedforayear,bythen

Trevorwasalsoworking.WegotmarriedthenIlost

myjob.Trevor'scompanyretrenchedhim months

later.Itwashard,heworkedhereandtherebutit

didn'thelpespeciallynowthatwehadachild.That's

whenhemovedtoSA.AnentireyeartherewhileI

movedbacktothevillage.Hewasagoner,no

communication,nonothing.Theynowcalledhim

'chichonicheJoni',aJoburggoner.Iwassoscared,



Iwasstrugglingwithoursonandhismotherwas

sick.Iworkedatthefarmstoraisemoneytogoto

SouthAfrica.Ileftoursonwithhissickmotherand

went.Noplan,justmybagwithmyclothes.Ididn't

evenhaveapassport.Ijustfollowed.Hiscousin

tookmefrom parkstationthenhetookmetowhere

Trevorwas.Inaoneroom hesharedwithtwoother

guys.OneZim andtheotheraNigerian.Hewas

upsetbutreally,Ihadnochoice.ItwashardSeneo.I

didpiecejobs,Idon'tplathair.Adisadvantagetome,

Istilldon'tunderstandwhyeveryonethinksevery

ZimbabweanladycanplatbutIkeptpushing.Then

that'swhenhisfriendwhowasherecalledhim.He

saidtheycouldstartbuildingtogether.Trevorisnot

abuilder.HehasadegreeinFinanceobtainedfrom

UZ.ButhewentwhileIwentbackhome.Things

startedchangingfrom there.Hismotherwasbetter

AndIhadgivenbirthtooursecondborn.Yearslater

hereIam,withhim."

"Wow!Somuchhistory."

Tanyalaughedadjustingthecarseatandputtingher

feetonthedashboardwithasmile."Whenyouhave



comesofarSeneo,cheatingwon'tbethereasonyou

leave.Thereisalevelyoureachinyourrelationship

whereyoulookatthispersonandrealizetheyare

yourlife.Theyhavebebecomethemainreasonyou

wakeupwithasmileeach.Yourealizeyouhave

investedyoursoulintothem.Apointofnoturning

back.Ihavereachedthatlevel.Alevelwhereit's

morethanjustlove.It'salotmore.It'salotmore

Seneo.Iam notleavingmyhusbandbecausehe's

cheating,notthatIcondonecheatingbutI'm way

pastthatlevel.Itrusthim withmyall,Trevoristhe

fatherofmychildren,he'smyhusband.He'sthelove

ofmylife.He'smyeverything.Ibreatheinthatman

Seneo.Theyoncesaidhefedmelovepotionand

Lordifhedid,Idon'tcarebecauseI'm soblindedby

thatportion."

Seneoparkedthecaratthefillingstationandsmiled

staringatTanya.

"Youmakeitsoundsoeasy."

"Itis.Youarejustmakingitdifficultforyourself.

WheredidyoumeetRyan?"



"Imethim throughmycousin.Iwasjust15bythen.

Hewasdatingmycousinbutitwasforabriefwhile

andthat'swhenhim andmysisterfellinlove."

Seneoadjustedherseattooandsmiled."Reawasin

lovewithhim.Theywereinlove,thatIkneweven

thoughIwasyoung.Amonthlatershepassedon.

Shewasmurdered.Myuncle'sthenwifeplannedit

outandshepassedon.Everyonewasshutteredby

herdeath.6yearslater,Imethim.Iwasnowdoing

myattachment.Ididn'tplanitbutithappened.

Naturally.Ifellinlovewithhim andIfeltsoguilty,

likeIwasbetrayingmysister.Hecametomyhouse

andtookmetothiscampsitefortheentireweekend.

Everfeltsoinlovethatnothingelsematters,just

love?Thatwasme.AfterthatweekendIpromised

myselftostayawayfrom him thenamonthlater,I

waspregnant.ThistimearoundIdidn'tfighthim.

Luckyenoughmyrelativesstayoutoftown,

whenevermycousincamearound,wewouldsneak

around.Nothingismoreexcitingthanthosestolen

kissesbehindcloseddoorsTanya.IloveRyanbut

sometimesIfeelguiltythoughIdiddream Rea

sayingit'sok."



"Youdreamtyousister?"

"Iknowit'shardtobelievebutIdid."

"No.It'snot.Shewassettingyoufreefrom theguilt.

Everdreamtofheragain?"

"No.ButagainmaybeIdreamtofherbecauseIhad

beenthinkingsomuchaboutherandwhatIwould

likehertosay."

"Noteverythinghasascientificexplanation.You

knowthat.Mygrandmotheralwayssaiddreamingof

deadpeoplecouldbeeitherablessingornot,inyou

case,itwas.SometimesSeneoyou'vegotnurture

love."

Seneosmiled."Iam feelinglikeeatingicecream.

Let'sgetin."

Thetwoladiessteppedoutintheirpyjamasand

purchasedtheirmagnumsinthefillingstationstore

thenstoodinfrontofthecarchatting.

"Soyouarejoiningyourhusbandattheclinic?"

"Yes.ButIwanttofurthermystudies.Iwanttobea

doctor.Ryanalsowantstofurtherhisstudies.Idon't



wanttobejustanursenexttoahusbandwho'sa

surgeonandmostprobablyinacoupleofyearsa

Neurologist."

Tanyasmiled."Ifeelsorryforyourkids."

Seneotookabiteofhermugnum astearsfilledher

eyes."Hehastogooverseasforthatthough.He

alreadyapplied.Heisleavinginamonth'stime.Iam

notready."

Tanyasadlylookedather."Forhowlong?"

"Healreadyhasamedicaldegreefrom amedical

school,sonowit'smaybethreeorsoyears.I'm not

ready."

Tanyahuggedherasshestartedcrying."Ican't.I

don'twanttolethim go.Iwanttotellhim no.But..."

"Whydon'tyougowithhim?"

"Whatabouttheclinic?"

"Youwillhirepeopleforit.Seneothisclinicisa

privateclinicandit'sboundtomakemoney.Youhire

peopleanditstartsrunning.Let'ssayhegoesfirst,

settleswhileyouoverseetheclinicbecauseit'sstill



startingthenafterthatyougowiththekids.Where

heis,that'swhereyoushouldbe.Yourentoutyour

houses,moremoneyforyoutwo.Loveisstruggling

together.Stopcrying."

Seneolaughedwipingawayhertearsthenthey

continuedchattinglaughing.

***

Ryanwalkedinsidethehouseandwenttothe

bedroom wherethebedwasempty.Hetookouthis

phoneandcalledSeneobutherphonerang

unanswered.Hisphonerangthenhesighedpicking.

"Kabo..."

"Areyoualive?"

"Seneoisnothome."

"What?"

"I'm tellingyou.She'snothome."

"Andthekids?"



"Theyarethere.Heronly.Hercarisnottheretoo."

"Didyoutrycallingher?"

"She'snotpicking."

"Wheredoyouthinkshewent?"

Ryansatdown."I'm goingtowaitforher."

"Don'tdoanythingstupid.Youwillgotojailandfora

verylongtime.Thesedaysthecourtsaretaking

genderbasedviolenceseriously.Youwillrotthere,

trustme.Allawomanhastosayisthatyouslapped

her."

"Ihearyou.Wewilltalk."

Hehungupandputthephonedownwithhishands

onhisface.Hegotupminuteslaterandpaced

around,hisheartpoundingsomuchitcouldjust

stop.

Allsortsofscenariosplayedinhisheadstressing

him further.Hetriedherphoneagain,thentwiceand

thrice.Minutesslowlypassedlikeagestillhefell

asleepafteranhourofwaiting.



***

Hourslater,inthemorning,Sereletsolookedat

Kabosleepingbesideher.Helookedsocuteinhis

sleep,cuteandinnocenttoo.Shehadheardhim

whenhecameinbutshehadn'tmovedaninch.She

gotupandwenttothekitchenwhereshefriedafew

thingsthendishedforhim.Shefrownedatthe

intercom ringingthenwalkedbacktothebedroom

holdingthebreakfastinatray.

"Kabo...Thereissomeoneatthegate."

Heslowlyopenedhiseyesthensmiledstaringather.

"Hey..."

Sheblushed."Thereissomeoneatthegate.

Breakfastisready."

Helookedatthetraywithasmile."Lookslike

somethingonTV."

Sereletsolaughed."Goandattendtothepersonat

thegate."

Hegotup,herheartskippedasshelookedathis

dick,heputonhissweatpantsandwalkedout.



Sereletsoclosedhereyeswishingtounseethatbut

theimagewasjuststuckinherheadmakingher

wonderhowitwouldfeelhavinghim splitherpussy

lipsthensinkdeepin.

*

KabolookedatOupaholdinghissonandopenedthe

doorevenwider.Oupasmiledwalkingin.

"Hey..."

Hegothissonfrom her."Youbroughthim?"

Oupachuckledstaringatthesmileonhisface."A

friendwasdrivingtoGabsandIthoughtwhynot.

Gapehemissedyou."

"Thankyousomuch."

"Iwantustodiscusssomething.Something

important."

"Sit."

Oupasatdownandlookedathim asheplayedwith



hisson.Sheexhaledthensmiled.

"Iwantustotalkaboutus.Idon'twantusmoving

aroundincircleslikethis.Avasentmeamessage.

ShemademerealizesomethingandI'm tiredof

denyingthefactthatIloveyou.IloveyouandIwant

ustofixourfamily.Nomoregames."

Sereletsowalkedinholdinghisringingphone.

"Founu!"

Kabogotinthenlookedathisbrother'scall.

"I'm coming."Hewalkedbacktohisbedroom

answering.

OupalookedatSereletsowhowaslookingather.

"Whoareyou?"

"I'm Sereletso.Kabo'sgirlfriend.Youmustbehis

babymama."

Oupalaughed.Thistimearoundshewasn'tgoingto

allowsuchnonsense.Notagain.Notafterthe

conversationshehadhadwithheraunt.

"No.Iam histobewife,themotherofhischildren



andhislifepartner.Idon'tknowwhoyouareinhis

lifeorwhoyouthinkyouare,Iam notgoingtofight

youeitherbecauseIdon'tfightforwhat'smine.Iwill

simplyjustkillyou.ThisismyfamilyandIam not

goingtoletyouoranyoneplayonthat.Osekawa

batlagotsenamoterritoryyameausi.(Don'tyou

daregetinmyterritory.)Mysonwon'thaveyouas

hisstepmotherneitherwillMonei."

Sereletsocalmlylookedatherthensmiled.

"Kanabobabymamalalapisa.(Babymamasare

tiring.)Youmusthaveheardthattheotheroneis

dyingthenyouthoughtyouwouldsprintbackand

claim him.Alreadyinyourheadyousawyourlittle

futuretogether.Hunny,thatboatlongsank.Don't

cometomewithanattitudebecauseIdon'thave

timeforyou.Theonlypersonyoushouldbetalking

toisKabo,notme.Heisgoingtomakeachoice,

beinghonestIdon'tlikedramaorbeingassociated

withdrama.Iknowmyworthloveandit'snotgetting

inacompetitionwithababymama.Ifhechooses

methenyouaregoingtohavetoworkonyourself

myloveorelseyouwillgoaskingforadvicefrom



facebookgolebokete,stressselekea?Wewillread

yourproblem atthefacebookpagesolelelamo

batswaneng.Iam notthetypetobeharassedbya

babymama.Youwon'tbringbabymamadramato

myrelationshipbecauseofyourjealousyobatla

gorennaleKaboregaogane(wantingKaboandIto

breakup.)Iam notthattypemylovebutletmehold

onsohecomesandmakeadecision."

KabowalkedbackinasSereletsosatdown.She

lookedathim.

"Kabosit."

OupasatdownthenKaboattheothercouch.

"Kabo,ItoldyoulastnightwhyI'm hereright?

BecauseIwanttogiveitatry.MmagweTemogois

hereandshewantstofixthingssoyoucanraise

yourkidsasafamilywhileI'm offeringanewstart

foryou.Iwantyoutomakeadecisiontoavoid

makingmeorherorbothofuslookstupid.Itseems

fateisalwaysonyourfavorbecauseyouarealways

inbetweenwomenbuttodayitwon'tbelikethat.If

youchoosemmagweTemogothenI'm goingtotake



mybelongingsandleave,youwillneverseeme

againandifnotandyouchooseme,wearegoingto

havetoallworkonourselvessowecanhavea

peacefulwayforward.What'syourdecisionrra?"

Kabolookedatbothofthem staringbackathim.

.

.
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Oupa’sheartpoundedasshelookedathim.

“Oupaisthemotherofmyson,that’snotgoingto

changeever.Shewillalwaysbepartofmebecause

weshareachildtogetherbutthetimeaparthas

givenmeplentyoftimetothinkandIdon’twantto

stringalonganyoneanymore.Ilovedyouatsome

pointandIruinedthat,nowallthat’sleftismecaring

aboutyouasthemotherofmychild.Idon’twantto

complicatethat.”

TearsfilledOupa’seyes.“Iwantustoraiseourkids

togetherKabo.Weareafamily.”

“IwouldlovethatbutIdon’tloveyoulikehowaman

issupposedtoloveawomananymore.IfIcommit

myselftoyou,IwillbeforcingmyselfintoitandI

wantyoutobehappy.Ialsowanttobehappy.Iam

notgoingtomakeyouhappyneitherwillyoumake



mehappy.Ithinkweshouldjuststicktoco-

parenting.Wearedoingsowell.”

AtearrolleddownOupa’scheekthenshestoodup.

“Ok.Ihavetogo.Iwillcomeandcollecthim later.”

“Icandropyouoff.Whereareyougoing?”

“Mycousin’shouse.”

“Iwilldropyouoff.”

“Iwillwaitoutside.”

Shewalkedout.KabolookedatSereletsothen

smiled.“Iwanttogivethisafairshot.”

“Iwouldlovethattoo.Letmeholdhim whileyou

dropheroff.”

Kabohandedhissontoherthenkissedher.“Iwillbe

backjustnow.”

“Ok.”

Hewalkedoutholdinghiscarkeysthenunlockedhis

car.HedrovewhileOupaleanedbackontheseat,

hereyesclosed.

“Wheredoesyourcousinstay?”



Oupashookherheadandputherhandsonherface

crying.Kaboparkedthecaratthesideoftheroad.

“Iam sorry.”

“Canyoustopdoingthis?Wehaveachanceatbeing

arealfamily.Don’tyouwantourkidstogrowupina

stablehome?”

“Wecanstillofferthem thatevenifwearenot

together.Iam sorry.Ireallyam.”

“Didyoueverloveme?Behonest.Behonest

please…that’stheleastyoucando.”

Kabosighed.“Idid.Butnotenough.”

Herlipsshook.“Iloveyou.Whyareyoudoingthisto

me?AllIhavedonewasloveyou.That’sall!Igave

myalltoyou,whatam Isupposedtodo?Firstitwas

Ava,Istayedthroughthatnonsense,whydoyou

keepdoingthistome?”

Kabolookedatherbreakdown.“Youdon’tdeserve

this.”

“Thenstopit!Stopit!Don’tyougettiredofhurting

me?Don’tyougettired?”



“Thereissomeoneouttherewhoisgoingtolove

you.”

“IfIcan’thaveyou,noonewill.Iam goingtokillyou,

myselfandourson.Iam goingtodoit.Youhave

turnedmeintothiscrazywoman.”

“Stoptalkinglikethat.”

“Iam goingtokillallofus.Iam notgoingtowatch

youhappywhileIam hurting.WhileIcry.It’snot

goingtohappen.”

Hesighed.“Iwillcheckyouinahotel.”

Hestartedthecaranddrovetoahotelwherehe

checkedherinthenledherinside.Hecuppedher

face.

“Youarebeautiful,doyouknowthat?Youaremore

thanjustbeautiful.YouareoneinamillionandIam

theworstthingthathaseverhappenedtoyou.I

knowit’sgoingtobehardbutonedayyouaregoing

tolookbackandrealizeIhelpedyou.”Hekissedher

cheek.“Iwillcallandcheckonyoulater.”

“Makelovetome.”



“Oupa…”

“Please…makelovetome.Onelasttime.”

“Iwanttobeabetterman.Idon’twanttokeep

hurtingpeopleunnecessarily.Iwanttobebetter.I

willcallyou.”

“Oh,soyouwanttobeabettermanforthatwoman

yetyoucouldn’tbeabettermanforme?”

“Iwillseeyoulater.”

Hewalkedout.Oupaputherhandsonherface

crying.

***

RyanlookedatSeneomakingbreakfast.

“Soyoujustleavethekidsalonetocomebackinthe

earlyhoursofthemorning?”

“Ilosttrackoftimeandeitherway,Ithoughtyou

wouldbeback.Wherewereyou?”



“IwentoutfordrinkslikeIsaid.”

“Andittookyoutheentirenight?”

“Wherewereyou?”

“IwaswithTanya.Shewasn’tfeelingwellsoIwent

tocheckuponher.Wedrovetoafillingstation

nearbywherewegotMagnum andchatted.Idrove

herbacktoherhousethencamehome.Italkedto

Trevor,youcancallhim.”

“Don’tyoufindanythingwrongwithleavingthekids

alone?Anythingcouldhavehappened,Obrienisdeaf

and…Iam justshockedyouleftthekidsallalone.I

understandyouwantingtohelpTanyabutyoucould

havecomebackhomeafteryouweredone.”

“Ishouldhave,Ijustlosttrackoftime.”She

shrugged.“Justlikeyoudid.Yousaidyouwere

goingoutwiththeboys,Iunderstandthatbuttobe

goneforthewholenight?Iwasworriedsickabout

you.Icouldn’tsleep.Youcouldhavetextedme,it

wouldn’thavetakenanythingfrom youtotextme

andsaySeneo,IwillbecominghomelatebecauseI

havedecidedtojuststayoutwiththeboys.Iwas



wrongtohaveleftthekidsalonebutObrienknows

whattodoincaseofdanger,hisdisabilitydoesn’t

makehim stupid.Ishouldhavecamebacksooner,I

apologize.Ishouldn’thaveleftthekidsalonebut

don’tmovearounddoingthingsyouwouldn’twant

someonedoingtoyou.Don’twalkaroundwith

doublestandards.”

Hesighedlookingather.“Iam sorry.”

“Iforgiveyou.Wherewereyou?”

“IwasatAvani.”

Shenodded.“Ok.”

Hehuggedfrom behindandkissedherneck.“Iam

sorry.Ishouldhavecalled.”

“Youshouldhave.Butit’sok.Wewillworkonit.”

Sheturnedandlookedathim withasmile.“Iwantto

comewithyou.”

“Huh?”

“Iwanttocomewithyou.Whenyougotostudy.I

wanttogowithyou.Iwanttostudymedicinetoo.”



Ryansmiled.“Youwanttocomewithme?”

“Yes.Togetherwiththekids.Iwantustostay

togetherasafamily.Loveisstrugglingtogether.”

Ryanhuggedhertightly.“Fuckbabe!Ofcause!Why

not?”

***

Leawalkedfrom thebathroom withatowelaround

herbodythentookhercompactmirrortakingoffthe

towel.Shelookedatherpussysoswollenand

reddishthenputthemirrordownjustasBokao

walkedintheroom.Shequicklypickedthetoweland

wrappeditaroundherself.

“What’swrong?”

Sheshookherhead.“No.It’snothing.”

“Ok.Youarestillovulatingright?”

Shelookedathim andclearedherthroat.“Myperiod

came.”



“Oh…ok.Iam goingout.Iwillbebacklater.”

Heputonhisshoesthenwalkedout.Shequickly

tookherphoneandcalledTiny.

“Heylove…”

“MmaIdon’tthinkthatladyhelpedme.Mypussyis

painful,swollenandreddish.”

“Ohthat?Itget’slikethat.Assoonasthepainstops,

theswellingwillgodownthenyousleepwithhim.

Youaregoingtogetpregnantimmediatelyafter.”

“Eish,thepainistoomuch.”

“Sorry,youwillbefine.Yourmoneydidn’tgofor

nothing.”

“Iguess.”

“Justrelaxandeverythingwillworkoutfriend.”

“Ok,thankyou.”

“Whatarefriendsfor?Don’tstopusingthewater.

Anddon’tforgettheherbsyouhavetoboilanddrink,

It’simportanttodothat.Iknowwearefirm believers

ofsciencebutthisworks.”



Leasmiled.“Okbye.”

Shehungupandtookouttheherbsfrom her

handbag.Shewalkedwiththem tothekitchenthen

boiledthem anddrank.

Tiny’sphonerang,shelookedatBokaocallingand

answeredwithasmile.

“Hello?”

“Hi.It’sLea’shusband.Youcalledmeyesterday.”

“Oh…Iam sosorry.Ishouldn’thavecalledyou.I

don’twanttodestroyanyone’smarriage.”

“Nowait…yousaidshevisitedawitchdoctor?”

“Yes.Shesaidshegavehersomeherbstomixwith

yourfoodbecauseshewantsachildorsomething

likethat.Ireallydon’tknow.MaybeIdidn’thear

correctly.Don’tlistentome.”

“Doyouknowthewitchdoctorshewentto?”

“No,Ineverasked.Pleasedon’ttellherItoldyou.I

justwantyoutobecareful.Bye.”



Tinyhungupandcalledanumber.

“Hello?”

“Howlongdoestheherbstaketostartworking?”

“It’snotherbs.It’spoison.Anhourortwoshewilldie.

It’sveryefficient.”

“Ok.Thisconversationneverhappened.”

TheladyhungupthenTinysighed.

***

Katlodroveinsidetheopengateandparkedhercar

behindSeneo’scar.Shesteppedoutandwalkedto

thedoorthenknocked.SecondslaterSeneoopened

thedoorandsmiled.

“Katlo…”

“Hi.Iam heretocollectObrien.”

“Oh…Ryandidn’tcallyouyesterday?”

“About?”



“Wearetakingthekidsoutfortheweekend.”

“No.Hedidn’tandheknowsImadeplans.”

“Iam reallysorry,justthatweplannedtogooutasa

family.”

“IalsomadeplansSeneo.Youcan’twantmeto

cancelthem justbecauseyouwanttotakemyson

out.”

“Iam reallysorry.IreallythoughtRyancalledthat’s

whyIneverbotheredto.”

“Hedidn’tandIam notgoingwithoutmyson.Give

memyson,youaredelayingme.”

“Katloplease…heislookingforwardtothis.”

“Seneo,pleasegivememychild.Idon’twantto

arguewithyou.WemadearrangementsandIget

him onweekends.Thatdidn’tchange,it’smyturnto

havehim.Wehaveaphotoshoot!It’sscheduledfor

today.Givememyson.”

“Youareright.It’syourturn.Iwillgoandbringhim.”

Seneowalkedbackinthehouse.Minuteslatershe

walkedoutwithObrien.Helookedathismother



tearfullyandsigned.

“CanIpleasegowithdaddy?Iwillcometoyour

housenextweekend,Iwillstayevenforaweek.”

Katloshookherhead.“No.Wearegoingforthe

photoshoot.”

TearsrolleddownObrien’scheeksthenKatlotook

hisbagfrom Seneo.“Itmustbenicehavingthe

upperhandSeneobutyouaregoingtoofar.Nowit

makesmelooklikethebadparentyetIhadmade

plansformysonandmyfamilylongbackbefore

yourlittletrip.HeisgoingtothinkIam purposely

doingthisandmaybethat’syourplan,tomakeme

looklikethebadparentinfrontofmysonbutit’s

unfair.Heisnotgoingtobehappythewholeday

thoughthiswassupposedtobeaspecialdayfor

him andI.”ShehandedthebagbacktoSeneo.“You

cantakehim.It’sfine.It’spointlesstotakehim

whenheisnothappy.”

KatloblinkedawayhertearsthenlookedatObrien.

“It’sfine.Youcanstay.”

Obriensmiledstaringather



“Really?”

“Yes.Iwillseeyounextweekendorwheneverthey

letyoucome.”

“Iloveyou!”Hehuggedherthenranbackinsidethe

house.

Seneosighed.“Iam so-“

“Saveit.Younowyoudon’tmeanit.Enjoy.”

Katlowalkedbacktohercarwipingawayhertears

thenstartedthecaranddroveoff.Unabletodrive

anymoreshestoppedthecaratthesideoftheroad

andcalledherhusband.

“Babeweh,isitfairthatSeneoandRyanknowthatI

madeplanswithObrienthentheymaketheirown

plans.Theydon’tevenmakemeaware.Igothereto

collectmysonandtheytellmeIcan’tbecausethey

aregoingoutasafamilythoughIhad

communicatedwithRyan.NowIlooklikethebad

parentinfrontofmysonwhenItrytakinghim.I

knowIwasabadmothertoObrienbuthaven’tIpaid

formysins?”



“Hey…don’tcry.Wewillpostpone.Andit’stimewe

haveawrittenagreementbecausedefinitelythe

verbaloneisnotworking.”

.

.

.

Don'tforgettoleavealikeandacomment.

.

.
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Ryandroveintheyardthensteppedoutandwalked

inthehouse.

“Babe,let’sgo!”

Seneowalkedfrom thebedroom inashortwhite

flaredsummerdress.Shefixedhershoesthen

lookedathim puttingonhersunglasses.

“Babewhydidn’tyoucommunicatewithKatloabout

ourtrip?”

“Shit!Iforgot.Didshetakehim?”

“No.Butshewassad.NowitlookslikeI,Seneo,

don’twantherhavingarelationshipwithherson.I

makeherlooklikethebadparentbecauseshesaid

shetoldyouaboutherphotoshoot.”

“Iforgotallaboutit.”

“It’snotfairthatwetakehersonwhenshehad



obviouslymadeplansforherfamily.Thisisherson

tooandshedeservesherweekends.Allthiscould

havebeenavoidedhadyoucommunicatedwithher.

Wehavebeenhavingsuchpeacefulrelationshipand

nowitmightberuined.”

Ryansighed.“Youareright.Howaboutwedropoff

Obrienatthephotoshoot,waitforhim andleave?I

willapologizetoKatlo.Letmecallher.”

“Orherhusband.He’smoreunderstandinggapeo

calm.Callhim.”

RyantookouthisphoneandcalledOabonadragging

theirbagoutsidetothecar.

“Hello?”

“Oabona,IforgotthatKatlohadmadeplanswith

Obrienandmadeotherplans.IcandropoffObrien

atthephotoshoot,wewaitforhim thenleave?Is

thatpossible?”

“Yeah,Iwasbeginningtothinkmaybeyouarestill

punishingmywife.”

“No.Iam overthat,eitherway,Iwouldneverpunish



herusingmyson.Icompletelyforgotaboutthe

shoot,Iwillpassby,whereareyoudoingtheshoot?”

“AtLeeStudios,letmeforwardyouthedirections.”

“Sure…”

Ryanhungupandputthebagintheboot.Seneo

walkedwithherhandbagholdingJuniorwhileObrien

followedholdinghisyoungsisterinhisarms.Hegot

inwithheratthebackwhileSeneostrappedJunior

onhiscarseat.ShelookedatRyanashestaredat

hisphoneforasecondbeforeputtingitinhispocket.

“Whatdidhesay?”

“Hejustsentthedirections.”

“Ok.Wecango.”

“Aquickonefortheroad?”

Seneosmiledshakingherhead.“Ngg,let’sgo.”

Hewalkedovertoherthenpickedherupthrowing

heronhisshoulderthenwalkedinsidethehouse

whileshelaughed.

“Ryanputmedown!”



Heclosedthedoorbehindherthenputherdown

pressingheragainstthedoorwhileslippinghishand

betweenherlegs.

“Ryan…thekidsarealoneinthecar.”

“Andtheyarecompletelysafe.”

Heturnedheraroundandpulledherthongtothe

sidetakingouthisdick.Hebreathedheavilyonher

neckslidinginthenheldthehem ofherdressina

bundleonherback.Seneoclosedhereyesfeeling

hisentirelengthslideinfillingherupwhileshestood

onhertoes.Hecurvedhisbackandwentinforthe

kill.

*

MinuteslaterRyanwalkedoutfixinghispantswhile

Seneowipedherselfandchangedherthonginthe

bedroom.Shewalkedoutlockingthemaindoor

behindherandgotinthecar.

RyanreversedthendroveoffwhileSeneoscrolled



throughherphonesmiling.Ryanlookedather.

“Whoareyoutalkingto?”

“Tanya.BabeIthinkthenexttripweshouldgoasa

group.WithTanyaandTrevor.Kaboand…isheback

withAva?”

“No,theylongbrokeandhaven’tgottenback

together.Apparentlyshehaschronickidney

diseasesandneedsatransplant.”

“Can’therfamilydonateforher?”

“Kabosayssheisnotclosewithherfamily.Sheis

onthewaitinglist.”

“Shemightdiewhilewaiting.”

“Yeah,hopefullythereisamiracle.”

“Hemustbedevastated.”

“Who?Kabo?Hemovedonalready.”

“With?HewentbacktoOupa?”

“No.Sereletso.Hisform 1girlfriend.”

Seneochuckled.“Thisguyissomethingelse.Ican’t



believethis.Wheredoeshegetthesewomenorthey

arejustwaitingaroundthecornerforhim?”

“Idon’tknow,butI’m gladheismovingfrom Ava

andOupadrama.HopefullyhesettleswithLetso.”

“Avawasagoodwomanandshelovedhim.Ihope

shemakesit,shedeservestobehappy.”

“Metoo.IsitmeoryouandLeadon’ttalkanymore?”

Seneosighed.“Wearenotfriendsanymore.”

“Whathappened?”

“It’salongstory.Ijustfeelsadforher.Theperson

sheisfriendswithrightnowisavicioussnakeand

honestlythereisnothingIcando.Hopefullyshe

seesitbeforeit’stoolate.PeoplelikeTinyareso

dangerous.”

“Sheisagrownwoman,shewillseeit.Ihopeit

won’tbetoolate.”

“Metoo.Ismyhairok?Iwantedtogotothesalon

butIlosttrackoftime.”

Ryanlookedatherhair.“Yeah.Youlookbeautiful.

Wearejustgoingtoagamereservebabe,youlook



fine.”

“WhenItakephotosinCentralKalahariGame

Reserve,Iwanttolookbeautiful.”

“Youcanlookanyhow.Iwillstillloveyou.”

Seneolaughed.Minuteslaterheparkedthecarat

thestudio,hesteppedoutandopenedthedoorfor

Obrienwhostepped,RyanlookedatSeneowitha

smilethenwinkedatherbeforewalkingin.Seneo

blushedalonethenlookedatTanya’smessageand

replied.

***

MoitoismiledwalkinginsideTshego’skitchenthen

huggedher.

“Hey…”

Tshegosmiled.“Youhavecomeattherighttime.I

am almostdone.WhereisCliff?”

“Odiriletookhim.”



TshegolookedatMoitoiinherreddress.“Youlook

good.Youaregaining.”

“Am I?”

Tshegolaughed.“Thereisabunintheovenisn’tit?”

“Idon’tknow.Ihaven’tchecked.”

“Youarepregnant.”

Moitoismiled.“Idon’twanttogettooexcitedas

yet.”

“Trustme,thereisabun.”

“DidyouinviteNeo?”

“Yes.Butshesaidshehadplanswithherfamilyso

shecan’t.Ialsofiguredshewastryingtoavoidany

awkwardsituationsconsideringhowyoufeelabout

herrelationshipandmyhistorywithRyan.Andthey

areweddingiscomingup.Theymustbebusy.”

“Ican’tbelieveSeneoismarryingthisguy.It’sjust…I

don’tknow,wrongbutwhoam Itojudge?Whoam I

tothrowstoneswhileIliveinaglasshouse?”

Tshegosmiled.“IcompletelysupportNeo.



Sometimesyou’vegottostoplivingtomakepeople

happyandjustdoyourownthing.Idon’tknowmuch

butIknowthosetwoareinloveandwedon’treally

choosewhowefallinlovewith.Andiftheyare

meanttobe,Moitheywillbeandtheywillforeverbe.

SometimesI’dliketothinktheywerealways

destinedtobetogetherandReawastheforcethey

neededtogetpulledtogether.”

Moitoishrugged.“Idoubtbutwewillneverknow.”

“Letmetellyousomething,themoreyoudon’t

approvethatrelationshiporthemoreyoudislike

Ryan,themorethedistancebetweenyouandSeneo

willgrow.Ihaverealizedthatshedistancesherself

from peoplewhodon’tlikepeoplesheloves.It’s

alwaysbeenlikethat,from youngage.”

“Iam trying.”

“Tryharder.”

***



Outsidetheguysstartedbraaingsippingontheir

beers.

“Iwanttopropose.IwanttotakehertoMauritius.”

Odirilesmiled.“That’snice,formethesituationisa

bitdifficult.Iwanttomarryherbutnoonereally

approvesbecauseTshegooncesleptwithmyfather.

Iunderstandwhyshedidit,shewasdesperatefora

job,povertycanmakeusdotheworstthingsbut

nowmywholefamilydoesn’tlikeher.Mymother

doesn’tapprove,myfatherdoesn’tevenwantto

hearit.Itstressesmeout,Iwanttogetmarried,

properlywitheveryonetherebutit’sprovingtobe

difficult.”

“Eish,yoursituationisstressful.”

“Tellmeaboutit.”

***

Leagruntedlyingonthefloorinpain,itfeltasif

someonewastwistingherintestines.Sheclosedher



eyeswonderingwhyshehadlistenedtoTiny.For

God’ssaketheywereothermethodstogetpregnant.

Tearsfilledhereyes,itwasnowclearshehad

trustedthewrongperson.Sheslowlycontinued

draggingherselftoherphonesweating.Shelooked

atthecouchthatseemedsofaraway.Shedragged

herselfslowlytillshereachedforit.Itfelloffher

hands,Leaslowlytookitwithshakinghandslyingon

thegroundanddialedSeneofeelingweak.

“Hello?”

“Neo…help…”

“Hello?”

“Help…”

“Lea,what’sgoingon?”

Shewhispered.“Stomach….Pain…help…”

“Pain?Where?Lea?Hello?”

Sheslowlyclosedhereyesdroppingthephone.

Panicking,SeneodialedBokao.



“Hello?”

“Hi.It’sSeneo.Ijustgotacallfrom Lea.Icouldn’t

hearherproperlybutsheisinpain.”

“Pain?”

“Yes.Couldyoucheckonher?Areyouhome?”

“No.Iwillgo.”

“Thankyou.Updatemewhenyougettoher.It’san

emergency.Somethingiswrong.”

“Ok.”

***

Bokaospedtohishousethendroveinthroughthe

gateandrushedin.Hisheartskippedashelooked

atLealyingonthefloor,hereyesrolledtotheback.

Hequicklypickedherupandwalkedoutwithher.

Hisphonerangfrom hispocketasheputheratthe

backseat.Hewentbacktolockthedoorand

jumpedinhiscarthenimmediatelydroveoff.



***

Atthehospital,Bokaopacedupanddownworriedly

waitingforthedoctor.Shehadbeenfineinthe

morningwhenhelefther.Heslowlysatdown.A

whilelaterthedoctorfinallywalkedover.

Hequicklystoodup.“Howisshe?”

“Let’stalkinmyoffice.”

Bokao’sheartskipped.“Why?What’swrong?Isshe

ok?”

Thedoctorlookedathim thensighed.“Let’ssit.”

Bokaoswallowedsittingstaringatthedoctorwho

satbesidehim.Helookedatthedoctorwaiting.

“Wedidallwecould….”

Bokaoputhishandoverhischestunabletobreathe

whileasharppainstruckhim.

.
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ThedoctorquicklystoodupandhelpedBokaosit.

"Calm down.Takeinadeepbreath.Youarehavinga

panicattack.Calm down.It'sok.Takeinadeep

breath.Relax."

Minuteslaterhesighedstaringahim thencontinued.

"Iam reallysorry,wedidallwecouldandwecouldn't

savethebaby."

Bokaopaused."What?"

"Thebaby.Butthemotherisfine.Wehavemanaged

tobringthesituationundercontrol."

"Whathappened?"

"Poison."

"Poison?"

"Yes.Shesaidsheconsumedsomeherbs.Shewill



befine.Itseemspoisonousherbs."

"CanIseeher?"

"Ofcause."

*

BokaowalkedinandlookedatLeawhowaslyingon

thebed.Shelookedathim asatearrandownher

cheek.

"Ikilledmybaby."

"Whathappened?"

"IcheckedandthepregnancytestsaidIwasnot.

Tinysaidtherewassomeonehersisterusedand

shegotpregnant.Wewentthereandshegaveme

someherbsandherbalwatertobathwith.

"Youbathedwithit?"

Leanoddedcrying."Yes."

"Andyou...Who'sthisTinyperson?"



"Acolleague."

Bokaotookouthisphoneanddialedthenumber

thathadbeencallinghim.

"Hello?"

HelookedatLeawhoputherherhandoverher

mouthinshock.

"YousaidLeawenttoseeawitchdoctorright?"

"Yes.She-"

"Tiny!"

Tinypausedthenhungup.Leashookherhead.

"Shetookmethere.Ijustwantedtogetpregnant

andgiveyouchildren."

"Andnowyoukilledourbaby."

"Ididn'tknow."

"Youareawholenurseforcryingoutloud!How

couldyou...Wow!"

"Imadeamistake.Itrustedthewrongperson."

"Andyou'vegotnoonetoblamebutyourself



becauseyouarestupid.Ireallycan'tbelieveyou

wenttoseethosescammersyetyouwenttoschool.

TodayyoualmostdiedandwherewasthisTiny

personofyours?Thefriendyouleftistheonewho

calledme."

"Imadeamistakebecauseeveryonewasputting

pressureonme.I'm onlyhuman!"

Bokaoshookhisheadthenwalkedoutangrily.Lea

slowlygotoffbedjustasthenursewalkedin.

"Youneedtorest."

"Ineedtogotohim."

"No.Youhavetorest."ShehelpedLeabackonthe

bedagain.Sheblinkedawayhertears.

"CanIpleaseuseyourphone.It'sanemergency.I'm

beggingyou."

ThenursesighedasgaveLeaherphone.Leaquickly

dialedTiny.

"Hello?"

"Yousnake!Soyouwantedtokillmeandtakeover

myhouse?"



"Stopscreaming,youaremakingnoise."

"Iam goingtokillyou!"

"AndI'm goingtoreportyoutothepolicefortrying

tokillme.Ididn'tforceyoutogothere.Youarethe

onewhowantedhelp."

"Youareawitchandyouaregoingtodiea

miserablelife!"

Tinylaughed."Dieamiserablelifewhere?Your

husbandisonhiswaytoseemeaswespeakmy

lovewhileyoulieonthehospitalbed.Bye!"

Shehungup.Leagavebackthephoneandbroke

downcryingputtingherhandsonherface.The

nursesadlylookedather.

"Don'tyouhaveanyonetocomeandbewithyou."

Leashookherheadcrying."Iruinedthatfriendship."

"EishwenaI'm sorry.Justgetsomerest."

ShewalkedoutleavingLeacrying.

***



Tinyfixedherselfonelasttimethenwalkedtothe

doorandopenedforBokaoinhershortdress.

"Hi..."

Bokaowalkedinandlookedather."Iwantthetruth.

Whathappened?"

Tinysatdownfeigninganinnocentlookwhile

tuckingherbraidsbeingherearshowingher

cleavage.

"LeaandIarefriends.Wehavebeenfriendsfora

while.Shehadbeentellingmeabouthowmuchshe

wantedachild.Yesterdayshetoldmeaboutthelady

sheheardabout,theladywhohelpswomenwith

problemslikehers.Iadvisedhernottogobecause

usuallythosepeoplearescammers.Shetoldmeshe

hadnochoicethenshewent.Whenshecameback,

shetoldmeshegotsomeherbs."Tinytookouther

phoneandshowedBokao.

"Shewaspositiveaboutit,Ididn'twanttoseem like

thenegativefriendbutIknewtherewaseverything

wrongwithwhatshewasdoingthat'swhyIcalled



you.Ithoughtyouwouldstopher."

Bokaoreadthroughtheconversationandlooked

backatTiny.

"DoyouthinkIam stupid?"

Sheshookherheadstanding."No."

"Iam goingtnaskyouagainandyouaregoingtotell

methetruth.Mychilddiedbecauseofthisnonsense

andyouaregoingtotellmewhathappened."

Tiny'sheartskippedasshelookedathisangryface.

Henowlookedlikehecouldstranglethelifeoutof

her.

"Itoldyouwhat-"

Bokaoslappedherwiththebackofhishandthat

shesawstarsstaggeringback.Herearsrangasshe

putherhandoverhercheek.

"Obatlagonyelaakere?"

"Iam tellingyouthetruth.Pleaseletmego..."

"Youmustthinkpeoplearestupid.Iam goingtokill

youifyoukeeplyingtome."



"Iam tellingthetru-"

Bokaoslappedheragainevenharderthatshefellas

herwholecheekburnt.Tinybrokedowncrying.

Boakopulledherupwithherhair.

"Readytotellmethetruth?"

"Idon'tknowanything.Shetoldmeaboutit.That's

alland-"

Bokaoputhishandsonherneckstranglingher.

Tiny'seyeswidenedasshetriedfightinghim offbut

hehadblockedherairwaycompletely.Herface

startedturningreadthensheslowlystoppedfighting.

Bokaolethergoandlookedatherasshefellonthe

floor.Shelaidstill.

"Tiny?"

Heshookherbutsheremainedstill.Hekneltdown

andstartedCPR.

"Fuck!"

Heleanedoverherdoingmouthtomouth.Tiny

gaspedandstartedcoughing.Shelookedahim and

brokedowncrying.



"Idon'tknowanythingIswear...Idon'tknow...Idon't

know."

Bokaolookedatherasshecriedthenhesatonher

couchwithhishandsonhisface.Tinydragged

herselffarfrom him cryingwithherpainfulneck.She

couldswearshehadseenherlifeflashbeforehe

eyes.

Bokaolookedatherandsighed."Iam sorry."

"Idon'tknowanything."

"Shesaysyoutookherthere."

"WhywouldItakehertherethentellyou?Whywould

Itellyou?"

Bokaolookedatherasguiltconsumedhim."Iam

sorry."

"It'sok.Iwon'ttell.Iwillstayawayfrom thebothof

youfrom todaygoingforward."

Bokaowalkedovertoherandhuggedher."Iam

sorry."

Tinybrokedowncryingwithherheadonhischest.A

whilelatershewasquietfightingherhiccups.She



stoodupwipingherfacewithherdress.

"Youcango.Leaneedsyou.Idon'twanttocause

moreproblems."

Bokaolookedatherforawhilethenkissedher.Tiny

putherhandsonhischestwhilehepushedher

againstthewallpullingupherdress.Shebreathed

heavilywithconfusionthengaspedashepushedin.

***

Moitoiparkedhercaratthefillingstationthenrolled

downherwindowasthefillingstationattendant

walkedovertoher.

"Hi,tselaP200."

"Ok."

Shetookherhandbagjustasanothercarparked

beisideshers.ShefrownedstaringatOshadi

steppingoutofthecarthentalkedbrieflytoa

femaleattendantbeforewalkinginsidethefilling

stationstore.



Moitoipaidthendroveandparkedatthestore's

entranceandwalkedinsidesearchingforOshadi.

ShewalkedovertotherefrigeratorswhereOshadi

waspickingadrink.

"Shadi..."

Shaditurnedandsmiled."Moi!Iheadwhat

happenedtoyou.Youlooksomuchbetter."

"Yeah.Howareyou?"

"Fine.AndIshouldgetgoing.Myhusbandiswaiting

forme."

Moitoilookedatheringonherfinger."Doesheknow

yousleepwithyourfriend'sboyfriends?"

OshadismiledstaringaMoi."Youarestillangry

aboutthat?"

"No.Justwantingtoknowifheknowsaboutthe

whoreyouare."

"Awhore?HunnyI'm farfrom that."

"Youareabitchandyouruinedmyrelationship.How

doyousleepatnight?"



"Youarecrazy.Ifyousatisfiedhim thenhewouldn't

havehadtimetocheat.Iheardwhyyouburnt

yourself.Seemslikeyoucan'tkeepnomanhappy

andyouwillalwayscry.NnaloveIliveahappylife.

I'm happyandIsleeplikeababyatnight.Youthink

theworldrevolvesaroundyou,wellitdoesn't!"

Moitoishrunkhereyeswithanger.

"AndifIwant,Iwilleventakeyourcurrentbecause-"

MoitoiraisedherhandandslappedOshadi.

"Youwillwhat?Allyouhadtodowasapologize.I

trustedyouasmyfriend!"

Oshadiheldhercheek."Iam reportingyoutothe

police.Iam goingtopresscharges.Youaresleeping

inajailcelltoday."

***

SereletsoheldTemogowhowasnowsleepinginher

armswhileKabospokeonthephonesittingbeside

herwatchingTV.



"Iam sorryaboutwhathappenedearlierKabo.Can

youjustbringhim back.Ifeelsolonelywithouthim."

Hesighed."Oupayou-"

"IwillneverhurtmyselfwhenIknowmysonneeds

me.Itwasthepaintalking.Ifeelsoalone,atleast

withTemogoIwillfeelsomuchbetter.Iam begging

you."

Hesighedthenlookedathisson."Ok."

"Thankyousomuch."

Hehungupandstoodup.

"IthinkIshoulddropoffTemogo.Oupaisnotdoing

well.Beingwithhersonwillmakeitbetter.Idon't

wanthertokillherself."

"YouthinkgivingherTemogowillhelpwhensheis

likethat?"

"Sheissuicidalandbecauseofme.Havingherson

closetoherwillmakeitbetter.Iam goingtodrop

him off.Hestillneedsher."

"Shethreatenedtokilleveryone.Whatifshehurts

thebaby?"



"Shewouldneverhurtherownson.Iam goingto

drophim off.Shefeelsallalone."

"Ok."

Shehandedhim hisson.Minuteslaterhewalkedout

anddroveoff.

***

OupasmiledasKabohandedherTemogo.

"Thankyousomuch."

Kabolookedatherswolleneyes."Iam sorryfor

hurtingyou."

"It'sok."

"It'snot.Youneedsomeonetotalkto."

"Ihavespokentomysisterandshewillarrangefor

someone."

"Ok.Bye."

"Bye."



Heturnedandwalkedaway.Oupaclosedthedoor

thenlookedathersleepingson.Kabodidn't

understandhowitfeltlikehavingyourheartbroken

andshewasgoingtomakehim feelit.Hehadto

feelherpaintoo.Shewouldn'tsufferalonesoshe

wasgoingtohithim whereithurtthemost.

Shelaidhersondownthenreachedforherpillow

crying.Shepressedthepillowonhisface,hestarted

kickinghislittlelegswhileshepressedevenharder

tillhestopped.

.

.

.
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Oupaslowlytookoffthepillowandlookedather

deadsonshaking.Sheslowlystoodupandlooked

around.Shedressedup,dressedhim thenwalked

outwithhisblanketwrappedaroundhim while

holdingherbagwiththeotherhand.Shegotinthe

combiandheldherbabyproperly.Awhilelatershe

steppedoutandwalkeddownthestreettoKabo’s

house.Hiscarwasn’tthere,shewalkedinthrough

theopengateandknockedonthedoor.Sereletso

openedthedoorholdingAva’sbaby.

Oupasighed.“Hi,Ijustcametodrophim off.Ithink

Kabodeservessometimewithhim too.Iam going

backtoOrapa.”

“Oh…Iam surehewouldlovethat.Heisnotyet

back.”

Oupanodded.“HetrustsyouwithMoneisoIam



surehetrustsyouwithTemogotoo.Heissleeping.I

fedhim.”

Sereletsosmiledandopenedthedoor.“Comeonin

andlayhim inhiscoat.”

SereletsoledOupatotheroom andshegentlyput

Temogoinsidewhowaspeacefullysleeping.She

openedherbagandtookoutTemogo’sclothes.

TheywalkedoutthenSereletsosmiled.

“Iwantustohaveahealthrelationship.Iknowright

nowIhavenomuchbiggersaybutifKaboandI

workout,IwouldloveitifyouandIhadahealthy

relationship.Likehesaid,youwillalwaysbepartof

him becauseyoubothshareachild.IfyouandI

respecteachotherandunderstandourroles,we

won’thaveanyproblem.”

Oupanodded.“Ok.”

“Iwilltellhim whatyoujusttoldme.”

“Sharp.”

Oupaturnedandwalkedoutholdingherbag.Her

phonerangasshewalkedoutthroughthegate.She



answeredhersister’scall.

“Hello?”

“Whereareyou?”

“YesterdayFlorawascomingtoGabs,Iaskedfora

lift.”

“Oupawhatdidwetalkabout?”

“Ijustthought-“

“You’vegottomoveonfrom thatguy.Theoishere

andhecametoseeyou.Imaginehowheisgoingto

feelafterrealizingthatyouarebackatchasingafter

yourex.Youhaveaverygoodthinggoingon.Don’t

ruinit.”

“Iam comingback.”

“Eish,youaresetback.It’slikewetake20steps

forwardonlyforyoutotake100stepsback.Didn’t

weagreeyouaregoingtostayawayfrom him?”

“It’snoteasy.Ilovehim.IfIcould,Iwouldmakeit

stop.GodIwanttostop.Iwanttostoplovinghim

butIcan’t.Ilovehim somuch.MaybeIwas

bewitchedbutwhateveritis,Ilovehim.Ilovehim so



much.”

Hersistersighedsadlylisteningtohercrying.“Oupa

comebackhome.Please…”

“Iam tryingtomoveonbutIlovehim.Tellmewhat

todo.Healwayschooseanotherwomanoverme.

Heneverchoosesme.What’swrongwithme?Am I

ugly?”

“Youarebeautifulandyoudeservebetter.”

“Iwanthim!Am Icrazytolovehim?Am Ibeginning

togocrazy?”

“No,comeback.Wewillfindyousomeonewhowill

helpyou.”

“Ijustwanttodie.Ican’tdothisanymore.”

“Oupa,pleasecomeback.Don’ttalklikethat.”

“Idon’twanttoliveanymore.”

“Foraman?Therearealotofmenoutthere.You

willfindsomeonewhowillloveyouthewayyou

deservetobeloved.Kaboisnottheonlymaninthe

world.”



Oupaputherhandonherfacecrying.“Ilovehim.

GodwhydoIlovehim somuch?Whyme?Whycan’t

hechooseme?Whycan’thejustloveme?”

“Comebackhome.Iam hereforyou.Comeback.”

“Ok.”

“Areyoucoming?”

“Ng…”

“Ok.Iwillwaitforyouattherank.Iam hereforyou.I

am goingtogetyousomehelp.”

“Ok.”

“Come.”

Oupahungupandwipedawayhertearswalking

withherbagdrapedoverhershoulder.

***

Atthephotostudio,KatlowalkedoutwithObrien

headedbacktothecar.ObrienranoverandjumpedI



thenRyangotinthecarasKatlostoodbyRyan’s

window.

“Thankyouforbringinghim.”

“Iam sorryforwhathappened.Ishouldhave

communicatedwithyou.Itwasmymistake.Seneo

didn’tdoanything.”

“Youwilldobetternexttime.Butthankyou.Wewill

talk.”

Seneosighedsmiling.“Youlookbeautifulinthat

dress.”

Katlolookedather.“Thanks.Ryan,wewilltalk.”

Shewalkedbackinsidethestudio.Seneoshookher

head.“Let’sgo.”

“Areyouok?”

“Iam fine.ShewantsattentionandIam notgoingto

giveittoher.Honestlyatthisstage,Iam tiredof

beingaccusedofthingsIdidn’tdosoIam goingto

stepback.IwilltakecareofObrienjustlikeIhave

alwaysbeendoingbutfrom todayonward,justtalk

toKatlopersonally.Sheisalwaysgoingtofinda



reasontoblamemeforsomething.”

Ryanleanedoverandkissedher.“Iloveyou.”

“SheisnotgoingtoagreetoustakingObrienalong.”

“Iwilltalktoher.Shewillseehim onholidays.”

Hestartedthecaranddroveoff.Seneoconnected

herphonetotheradioandplayedhersong.Shetook

outherphoneandstartedtakingavideo.She

showedthekidsattheback,theysmiledatthe

camera,ObrientickledJuniorwholaughed.Seneo

turnedthecameratoRyansinging.

Don’tflymeaway

Don’tneedtobuyadiamondringtounlockmyheart

Yousheltermysoul

You’remyfirewhenI’m cold

Iwantyoutoknow

Youhadmeathello



Ryansmiledasshecontinuedsingingwithherfist

putuplikeamic.

***

MoitoiwalkedinsidethepolicestationwithCliffand

lookedatOshadiwhowasstaringbackather.

“Sheistheone.”

MoitoirolledhereyesstaringatOshadi.

ThepoliceofficerlookedatMoitoi.“AreyouMoitoi?”

“Yes.”

“Thisladysaysyouslappedher.Yourhandprintsare

stillonhercheek.”

“Sheprovokedme.”

“Didshehityou?”

“Nobutshe-“

“Soyouslappedher?Doyouknowwecandetain

you?”



“Iam pressingcharges.Shehastosleephere.She

attackedme.”

ThepoliceofficersighedthenlookedatOshadi.“She

canapologizethenwecanallgohomepeacefully

thoughwewillwarnher.”

“Iam notgoingtojustkeepquietaftersheattacked

me.Shefoundmeintheshopandjustattackedme.

Ididn’tdoanythingtoher.”

Cliffsighed.“Mywifewaswrongtoraiseherhands

onyou.ItwasoutoflineandIapologizeonher

behalfandIpromiseyousomethinglikethatwill

neverhappenagain.Pleaseforgiveher.”

“Iam notdroppingthecharges,shehastopayfor

whatshedidtome.”

Thepoliceofficershrugged.“Wehavetoopena

caselikeshewants.Thereisnothingwecando.”

“Mywifeispregnant.Itwasherhormones.”

“Iam prettysureshecancontrolherself.Youdon’t

movearoundslappingpeople.Iguessit’sbadluck

forhershehastolearnthehardway.Weare



openingacaseforassault.”

***

Atthehospital,Ava’sdoctorwalkedinandsmiled

staringather.

“Hey…howareyoudoing?”

“I’m better.Didn’tamancomewhentheytookme

away?”

“No.Wehavetotalkaboutyoursituation.”

“Iam fine.Iunderstandwhat’sgoingon.”

“Ifyoudon’tgetatransplant,Iam afraidnothing

goodisgoingtohappenanditmighthappensooner

thanexpected.”

“IknowandIam readyforit.Ihavenoonetogive

metheirkidney.”

Thedoctorsighed.“Ok.Iam reallysorry.”

“It’sfine.Thankyou.”



ThedoctorwalkedouttheAvareachedforher

phoneandcalledKabo.

“Hello?”

“Hey,canyoubringMonei?Iwanttoseeher.”

“Ok,Iwillbringherlateron.”

“Thankyousomuch.”

“It’sok.Howareyoufeeling?”

“Fine.Iam doinggreat.”

“YouaretheonewhocalledOupa?”

“Yeah,shewouldmakeagreatparent.”

“Ava-“

“Youloveher.It’stimeyousettled.”

“It’snotgoingtobewithherunfortunately.”

Avasmiled.“Ok.Don’tforgettobringMonei.”

“Iwon’t.”

Shehungupandclosedhereyesbreathingslowly.



***

Laterthatday,Kabowalkedinsidehishouseholding

flowers.Hehandedthem toSereletso.

“How isMonei?”

“Theyarebothsleeping.OupadroppedoffTemogo,

shesaidsheisgoingbacktoOrapaandthoughtshe

wouldleaveyouwithTemogoforalittlewhile.”

Hesmiled.“Really?Iwasgoingaroundlookingfor

someonewhocanhelpher.”

“Sheleft.Iunderstandherposition.Sheishurting.

Shejustneedssometime.”

“Yeah.Can’tblameher.Iam thereasonsheiseven

inthissituation.Ifeelsoguilty.Ihurthersomuch

andIkeepdoingit.”

Sereletsoheldhishandandsmiled.“Nooneis

perfect.Nooneisperfect.Youmakemistakes,just

likeeveryoneelse.Buttheimportantpartis

correctingyourself.Idon’tknowOupabutIthinkI

knowwhatshe’sfeeling.Shewillbefine,itwilltake



alongwhileandmaybeormaybenotsheisgoingto

turncrazyorsomethingbutitwillbepartofher

healing.”

Kabosighedandkissedhercheek.“Letmegoand

seeTemogo.”

Hewalkedtothebedroom whenleanedoverpicking

hisson.Hestaredathim forawhileashelaidstill

thenwalkedtothesittingroom withhim.

“Letso,whyisn’themoving?”

Sereletsowalkedfrom thekitchenholdinghisplate

offoodandputitdown.

“Ihaven’ttouchedhim eversinceOupaputhim

down.Hewassleeping.”

SheopenedherarmsthenKabohandedherthe

baby,Oupatookofftheblanketoverhim andlooked

atthestillbaby.

“MyGod!Hewaslikethiswhenshegavehim back.”

Kabopickedhiscarkeysshaking.“Wearetaking

him tothehospital.”



***

Oupawalkedinsidethepoliceofficeandstoodat

thefrontdesk.

“Dumelang,howcanwehelpyou?”

Oupawipedawayhertearsandbrokedowncrying.“I

killedmyson…”

“What?”

“Ikilledmyson.Isuffocatedhim withapillow.”

***

Bokaowalkedinsidethehospitalholdingtheplastic

offoodthensmiledstaringatLeawhowassleeping.

Heputeverythingdownandkissedhercheek.Lea

slowlyopenedhereyesandblinked.

“Iam sosorry.”

“It’sok.Wewillgetpastit.Wewilltryagain.”



Leanoddedthenhuggedhim.Hisphonerangfrom

hispocket,hesteppedbackandtookitout.

“It’smyfather,letmetakeit.”

“Ok.”

Hewalkedoutwhileshetookthefood.Outside,

Bokaoansweredthecall.

“Didn’tItellyoutodeletemynumber?”

“Youcan’tjustusemelikethatandtossmetothe

side!”

“YouwanteditandIgaveittoyou.”

“Iam goingtotellLea.”

“AndIwillkillyou,forrealthistimearound.Iam not

evenjoking.”

“Atleastcompensateme-“

“Forbeingawhore?Youweretoolose,thatwasthe

worstsexIhaveeverhad.Gogetyourselfchecked,

somethingiswrongwithyou.Youcouldn’tevenfeel

menodoubt.Iam notpayingforboringsex.Lose

mynumber.IfyoutrycallingmeagainIam goingto



makeyouregretit,youwillbepartofthemissing

peoplepopulation.”

.

.

.
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ThedoctorshookhisheadstaringatKabo.

"I'm sorrybuthewasalreadydead."

Kabostoodupshakinghishead.Sereletsolookedat

him,herheartpounding.

"Ididn'tdoanythingtohim.Iswear.Ineverevenheld

him.Shebroughthim whilehewassleepingandshe

istheonewholaidhim down.Hewaslikethat."

ThedoctoratKabothenSereletsolookedatbothof

them withtearsrunningdownhercheekswhileshe

heldhisdaughter.

"KaboIdidn'tdoanything.Iswear."

Hisphoneranginhispocket.Hetookitoutand

answered.

"Hello?"



"Hi,thisisthepolicedepartment.WehaveOupa

herewithus.Doyouhaveyoursonwithyou?"

Kabo'skneeswentweakthenheslowlysatdown.

"Shekilledhim."

"Iam reallysorryforyourlossbutshehashanded

herselfin."

"Shekilledmyson."

"Iam sorryforyourloss.Couldyoupleasecome

downthepolicestation.Weneedtoaskyouafew

questions."

Sereletsolookedathim shaking."Ididn'tdo

anything."

"Shekilledhim.Iknewsomethingwaswrong.I

shouldn'thavegivenhermyson.Imadeahuge

mistake."

"Whereisshe?"

"Sheturnedherselfin.Iwanttoseeher."

***



Atthepolicestation,Oupaleanedagainstthewallin

acellwithotherwomen.Shecouldn'tseem tobe

abletostopcrying.

Theladyseatedbesidehersighed.

"Areyouok?"

"Ikilledmyson..."

"Why?"

"Iwantedhim tofeelthehurtIwasfeeling.Heused

me."

"Bykillingyourownson?"

"Iwantedtomakehim sufferfortherestofhislife.

Hehurtmesomuchandhegetstobehappy.He

brokeme."

"Hecanalwaysmakeanotherchild.Youaregoingto

rotinjail.Iam notjudgingyoubutyouaretooyoung.

Youjustruinedyourlifeandallforwhat?Aman?"

"Hehurtme."

"Andnowyouareinjail.Iam heretodaybecauseI



wascaughtstealing.Iwasdoingitformykids.My

babydaddyleftmewiththreekids,hegotmarriedto

awomanwithoutasinglechildwhileIhadthree.

Theygotmarried.HisfamilylovesherandIgotto

watchthis.Thepainwasunbearable,Ievenwanted

tokillmyselfbecauseIcouldn'thandleit.ButI

lookedatmykidsandrealizedIhadtokeepgoing.

It'snevereasy.It'snevereasybutyou'vegottokeep

pushing.Youpickyourselfupaftereveryfallandyou

dustyourself,youkeepmoving.Youlooksoyoung,I

am sadforyou.Heisgoingtocryforhischildbuta

yearortwo,hewillhaveanotherwhileyouremain

behindbars."

Oupabrokedowncrying."Youdon'tunderstand.You

justdon'tunderstand."

"Iunderstandperfectly.Iunderstand."

Thepoliceofficerwalkedoverthenopenedthecell.

"Oupa.Let'sgo."

Oupaslowlystoodupandfollowedafterher.

"Ihopetheygiveyoulifesentence.Evilpeoplelike

youdeservetodie.Howcouldyoukillachildallfora



man?Youaretheworstparentever.Doyouknow

thattherearewomencryingtohavekidsdayand

nightwhileyoukillinnocentsoulsbecauseamanno

longerlovesyou?Youdeservetheworstcoming

yourway."

Oupasilentlyfollowedhertillsheopenedadoorto

anofficewhereKabowas.Helookedather.

"Soyoukilledhim.Justlikeyousaidyouwould."

"NowyoufeelwhatI'm feeling."

Kaboshookhisheadtearfully."Ihurtyou.Itreated

youbadly.Butmysondidn'tdoanythingtoyou.He

wasinnocent."

"Iaslodidn'tdoanythingtoyou.Iwasinnocent.I

lovedyou!That'sallIdidandyoutookmeforafool."

AtearrolledKabo'scheekthenhewipeditaway."I

can'tbelievethisishappening."

"Youshould.YouaregoingtofeelwhatI'm feeling.I

lovedyouKabo.Igavemyalltoyoubutyouchoseto

bringAvaintoitasifIwasn'tenough.Youcould

havebrokenupwithmewhenshecamebackbut



yourathermarriedherwhenyouwererightbymy

side.Why?Whydidn'tyoutellmewhenshecame

thatyoudidn'twantmeanymore?Youcouldhave

toldme!Youmarriedherwhilewithme,howcould

youdothattome?Whatwereyoupunishingmefor?

Youcouldhaveletmego."

Kaboswallowed."Temogowasinnocent."

"Hewasn't!Hewasyoursonandthat'swhyI

pressedthepillowtohisfacetillhestoppedfighting.

Iwatchedhim diejustlikeyouwatchedmehurting!

Youwatchedmehurting!Youenjoyedit.Andnow

youshouldcontinueandenjoyyourson'sdeath!"

Kabolookedathercryingwhiletalking.Itdidn't

soundliketheOupaheknew.Matteroffact,ithad

beentimeeversincehehadheardtheOupaheonce

knew.Hadhebrokenherthatmuchthatshehadlost

herselfinthepain?

"Youaregoingtolivewiththisfortherestofyour

life,youaregoingtoprisonforaverylongtime.Was

itworthit?"

"Wasyouhurtingmeworthit?Itmusthavebeen



worthitbecausetodayitgaveyouadeadson.You

deserveitforallthehurtyouputmethrough.Ihope

youalsodie!Theworldwouldbeamuchbetter

worldwithyououtofit.Todaytheyaregoingtolabel

menamesbutIwasn'tlikethis!Iwasneverlikethis

whenyoumetme!Youmademethisperson!Thisis

allyourfault!"

Thepoliceofficertookheraway.Hesatdownwith

hishandsonhisfaceandthedetectivelookedback

athim.

"Don'tworry.Yoursonwillgetjustice."

"That'snotOupa.Idamagedher."

"Shekilledachild.Sheisgoingtopayforit."

"Iwillrepresenther.Iam goingtobeherlawyer.

That'snother.Ihurthersomuchandsheisright.

Temogoisdeadallbecauseofme.Ishouldhave

beenabettermanandtodaymysonisdead.I

shouldhavebeenabetterman.Ihavehurtherand

anotherwoman.Ihavetomakeitright."

Thedetectiveshrugged."Youcandowhateveryou

wantbutjusticehastobeserved."



***

CliffwalkedoutwithMoitoithenopenedthedoorfor

her.Shegotin,heclosedthedoorforherand

walkedroundthecarthenjumpedin.Helookedat

her.

"You'vegottoletgoofthisangerinsideyou."

"Iam notangry."

"Youare.Youhavetoletgoofallofit.Weareabout

tobringanothersoilintothisworldandIdon'twant

usbringinghim orherinthatkindofenvironment."

"Shejustneverapologizedforwhatshedidtome."

"Somepeoplearelikethat,youshouldjustignore

her.Youmadeitoutofthatrelationship,youchose

yourselfandyouarestillpushingforward.

Sometimeswaitingforapologiesisawasteoftime.

Imaginehowmanypeoplehavehurtyou?Nowhow

manyhaveyouhurt?Howmanyhaveapologizedto

you?Howmanyhaveyouapologizedto?"



Shelookedathim andshrugged."Thebestwayisto

moveforward.Forgeteverythingandeveryone,

focusonyourselfandyourhappiness.Forgivethem

beforetheycanevenaskforforgiveness.Itsetsyou

freebabe.Trustme,itdoes."

Shesmiledtearfully."Iwilltry."

"That'smygirl.Iloveyousomuch."

"Iloveyoutoo."

Heleanedoverandkissedher."Ican'tbelieveI'm

goingtobeaFather."

Shesmiled."Wearegoingtobeparents."

Hestartedthecaranddroveherhomewhilethey

chattedaboutbabynames.

***

Ava'sdoctorexcitedlywalkedinherroom and

lookedather.

"You'vegotadonor!"



Avagasped."Who?"

"Hesayshewantstoremainanonymousbutheisa

match."

TearsfilledAva'seyes."Pleasetellme,whoisit?"

"Maybeonedayhewillcomeoutandsayit.Butheis

givingyouakidney.Begrateful!"

"Whenistheoperation?"

"Tomorrowmorning.Youaregoingtolive.Andyou

aregoingtowatchyourdaughtergrow!"

Avanoddedhappilycrying.Thedoctorsmiledand

walkedout.Shereachedforherphoneandcalled

Kabo.

"Hello?"

"It'syouisn'tit?"

"Mewhodidwhat?"

"Thedonor?"

"Whatareyoutalkingabout?"

"KaboIknowit'syou.Iknowit'syou.Denyitbutit's



you.Youaredonatingyourkidney?"

"No.It'snotbutI'm happyforyou.Iwasreally

worried.Moneistillneedsyou."

Avaputherhandoverhermouthcrying."It'syou.

Youareonlyonewhocandosuchaselflessaction.

It'syou.Iloveyou.Iloveyousomuch.IknowIdo

andIknowyoulovemetoo.Andit'syou.Isittoo

late?Forus?"

***

KabolookedatSereletsodrivingwiththeotherhand.

Shelookedathim andsmiled.

"Yeah.It'sabittoolate.ButI'm happyyougota

kidney.Youaregoingtomakeit."

Avachuckledtearfully."Thankyou."

"Bye."

"Bye..."

Hehungupandputhisphonedownwithasigh



whilelisteningtoSam smithsingingsoftly.

Ihavelovedyouformanyyears

MaybeIam justnotenough

You'vemademerealizemydeepestfear

Bylyingandtearingusup

YousayI'm crazy

'Causeyoudon'tthinkIknowwhatyou'vedone

Butwhenyoucallmebaby

IknowI'm nottheonlyone

YousayI'm crazy

'Causeyoudon'tthinkIknowwhatyou'vedone

Butwhenyoucallmebaby

IknowI'm nottheonlyone

***

Katlouploadedpicturesfrom herphotoshooton



facebookwithasmilethenmessengerdinged

alertingherofanewmessage.Sheopenedthe

message.

Austin:Hey,Ihavebeenthinkingofmychildalot

latelyandIwanttobepartofherlife.Iwentthrough

yourtimeline,sheiscute.Iwanttobeapresent

father.

Katlore-readthemessagethenreplied.

Katlo:Stayawayfrom mydaughterandI.Wedon't

needyou.Weagreedyouwouldstayaway.Leaveus

alone!"

Shequicklyblockedhim whileherheartpounded.

Oabonasatbesidesher.

"Areyouok?"

Shenoddedputtingherphonedown."Yeah."

Heputhisarm aroundherandtheywatchedtheir

favoriteseries.

***



Ryanparkedthecarandsteppedoutofthecar.

Seneolaughedmovingtothedriver'sseatthenRyan

gotbackinthecarrelaxingonthepassengersear.

Helookedbackatthekidssleepingtakingouthis

phone.

Seneojoinedtheroad."Wewerealmostthere."

"Iam tired.Weagreedyouwouldalsohelpme

driving.It'snicebringdriven.Iwillgiveyoua

massagewhenwearrive.Andifyouarereallygood

driver,Iwillgiveyoualittleaction."

Seneoadjustedtheseatlaughing."Justalittle?"

"Iwillgiveyouanentireshow."

Shesmileddrivingthenminuteslaterhesighed.

"Babe,thereisatimeIdreamtRea.Inevertoldyou

butIdreamther."

Ryanlookedatherputtingdownhisphone."Ialso

dreamther.Acoupleoftimes.Butshedidn'tcome

tomydreamslikepeoplealwayssay.Whenyou

thinkaboutsomethingorsomeonesomuch,you



endupdreamingthem andmostlytheysaywhatyou

wouldwantthentosayordowhatyouwantthem to

do.Youcanthinkaboutsomethingsomuchthatyou

dream ithappeningthewayyouwantatittohappen.

Youcanthinksomuchaboutbeingadoctorthatyou

dream graduatingfrom medschool.That'showthe

brainworks.Whatwasshedoinginyourdream?"

"Shesaidyouandherwerenevermeanttobeand

askedmetolethergo."

"Youwantedhertoapproveourrelationshipsoyou

couldstopfeelingguilty.Andyoudreamtthat.You

hadbeenthinkingaboutyoulettinggoofhersoyou

canliveyourlifethewayyouwant,andyoudreamtit.

Suchthingscanhappen,themindisatrickything

babeandyouknowthis.Idreamtheronetimeand

shewastellingmeexactlywhatIwantedtohear

becauseIbadlywantedtohearthatfrom her.I

dreamthertheothertime.Shewasnotdead.The

othertimeIwashavingsexwithher.Yousee?Our

mindsarefunnythings.Samethingwithyouraunt.It

wasallinherhead.Shefeltguiltyandshewas

scared.That'swhyshesaidshewasseeingRea.But



itwasnothappening.Itwasherconcioushaunting

herforheractions.Shewouldn'tadmittothetruth

andherconciousdidthejobforher.Themindplays

tricksonussometimes.Weseewhat'snotthere.It's

allinourheads."

Seneosighed."Youareright.Ihadbeenthinkingof

hersomuchthosedaysandeveryonekeptsayingI

waslivingherlifeandmaybeIwas.Mechoosing

nursingifIam beinghonest,Ithinkitwasforher.I

washoldingonsomuchonher."

"Yousee?Youdream whatyouobsessabout."

"Doyouthinksheapprovesthough?"

"Ithinkshedoes.Shewouldhavewantedyoutobe

happy.That'swhatIknow.Youcamefirsttoherno

matterwhat.Yourhappinesswasallshecared

aboutandImakeyouprettyhappysoIthinkshe

wouldbepleased."

Ryanlookedatherthenleavesoverstealingakiss.

"Shewouldbesopleased.Shewouldalsobeplease

wearegettingmarried."

Seneosmileddriving.



***

Somewhereintheworld,aladypackedherbagthen

tookadeepbreathasherhusbandwalkedinand

lookedather.

"Alizah,youthinkit'sawisedecisiontomake?You

going?Iwillsupportyounomatterwhatyoudobut

areyoureadyforit?"

Tearsfilledhereyes."I'm nevergoingtobeready.

Howmanyyearshasitbeen?Ilostcount.Ijustwant

tobethere.Forher.Iwanttoseeher.Ijustwantto

bethereRichard."

Richardtookhershakinghands."Ok."

"Eitherway,Idon'tlooklikeIusedto.Shewon't

knowme."

"Iam hereforyou.Always."

Hehuggedhertightly.Azilah'sbodyshookwhileshe

cried.Herhusbandheldhertightlyhopingitwasn't

oneofthoseepisodescomingbackagain.
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Intheearlymorning,Seneo'sauntshookherwhile

sheslept.

"Neo,wakeup."

Halfasleepsheturnedherheadtheotherway."Ma?"

"Wakeup.Youneedtobathandstartpreparing.We

don'twanttobelateatthecommissioner'soffice."

Shefellasleepagain.Heauntshookherharder.

"Seneo!Wakeup!"

Seneoopenedhereyesandlookedatheraunt."I'm

awake."

"Thehairdresserishere.Wakeup.Sheneedstodo

yourhair."

Herbedroom dooropenedandthehairdresser

walkedin.Seneo'sphonevibratedfrom besideher.

Shereachedforitandopenedamessagefrom Ryan.



Ryan:Ididn'tsleeptheentirenight.AllIkeptthinking

wasthisday.Aboutyou.FinallyIam doingthis.Iam

soexcitedbecauseI'm abouttobeofficiallyunited

withthelifeofmylife.Ican'twaittoseeyou.Ilove

you.

Herauntsnatchedthephonefrom her."Getup!"

Seneogotoffbedthenwenttothebathroom and

cameback.Shesatdownthenthehairdresser

startedstylingherweave.

MmagweJuniorwalkedinandsmiledstaringat

Seneo.

"Heybaby..."

"Ma..."

"Iam sohappyforyou."

Seneosmiledstaringatherselfonthemirror.

"Iam happytoo."

Tanyawalkedinandsmiledholdingthedress."Just

collectedthisone!"

SeneosmiledstaringaTanyaonthemirror."Thank



God!"

"Thecameraladyisoutside.Sheisaskingifshecan

comein."

"Yes."

Tanyaplacedthedressonthebedthenwalkedout.

Secondslaterthephotographerwalkedin.

"Dumelang..."

Seneo'sauntturnedtoher."Pleasemakesureyou

takenicepictures."

"EemmaIwill."

"Thankyou."

***

Tshegosatinfrontofthemirrorcarefullydoingher

makeup.Odirilewalkedovertoher.

"Babe,whatam Iwearing?"

"Iironedyoursuit.It'sonthebed."



Odirilelookedatherapplyingmake-uponher

alreadyflawlessface.

"Weshouldalsogetmarried."

"Whataboutyourfamily?"

"Wewilljustgetmarriedatthecommissioner's

office."Hesmiled."Thatdoesn'tneedanyone's

approval.AtchurchlastSundayIfeltleftoutwhen

thepastoraskedthemarriedmentostand.Thereis

anamountofrespectthatcomeswithwearinga

ring."

Tshegochuckled."Yourfamilywilldisownyou."

"Idon'tcare."

Tshegosmiledthencontinuedwithhermakeup

whilehestarteddressingup.Awhilelatershegotup

andputonherdress.Odirilestoodbehindherand

zippedherzip.

"Youlookbeautiful."

"Thanks..."

Hekissedherneckfrom behind."Yousmellgood

too."



Shesmiled."Thankslove..."

"Andyoutookmorethantwohoursdoingthis.

Shouldwego?"

Tshegorolledhereyesthenlookedatthetime.It

wasjustbefore8.

"Yes.Theweddingisat0830.Weshouldbeatthe

commissioner’sofficebythen.”

Tshegowalkedoutinhersleevelessbodyhugging

gownwhilehercurledweaverestedperfectlyonher

shoulder.Odirilewalkedbehindherinamatching

suit,heopenedthedoorforher.Shecarefullygotin

answeringherphone.

“Hello?”

“Eish,Iwon’tbeabletomakeitatthe

commissioner’soffice.Iam notfeelingtoowell.”

“What’swrong?”

“Morningsicknessgotmebad.”

“Youknowhowit’sgoingtolooklikeright?”

“Iam reallynotfeelingwell.Iwillmeetyouatthe



weddingreception.”

“Ok.Ireallyhopeyoucome.Imaginethe

disappointmentofyounotcoming.”

“IwillbetherejustthatIwon’tmakeitatthe

commissioner’soffice.”

“Oksharp.”

TshegohungupasOdirilereversedanddroveoff.

***

Ryanfixedhiswatchstaringathimselfonthemirror.

ThedooropenedthenKabowalkedinhistuxedo.He

smiledstaringathisbrother.

“Theman!”

Ryanlaughed.“Youshouldlearn.Thisishowit’s

done.Yousticktoonewomanandyoumarryher.”

Theybumpedshoulders.“Lessonlearnt.Weshould

getgoing.”



“Iam done.”

Kabotookoutapairsunglassesfrom hispocketand

gavethem toRyan.“Putthem on.”

“Wheredidyougetthese?”

“Weallgotthem.”

Ryanputthem onandsighed.Kabosmiled.

“Nervous?”

“Sortof.Iam scaredshemightnotshowup.”

“Seneolovesyou.Sheiscoming.”

“Youareright.Let’sgo!”

Theywalkedout,theirfatherlookedatthem.“Why

areyoudelayinglikewomen?”

Hismotherwalkedoverinabeautifulelegantgown

andfixedRyan’stie.“Iam done.Shameofyou

Mfetane!”

Ryan’sfathershookhisheadwalkingout.Ryan’s

mothersmiled.“Iam proudofyou.Ihavetosay,I

judgedNeotoosoon.Sheisawonderfulwoman.”



“Sheis.”

“Iam happyyouaremarryingforalltheright

reasons.Iam proudofyou.”

“Thankyou.”

Shesmiled.“Ok…ready?”

“Yes.”

Shetookhishandandwalkedoutwithhim.

***

Themake-upartistdidthefinaltouchesonSeneo’s

facethensmiledtakingthetoweloffSeneo’schest.

“Done!Ready?”

Seneonodded.Tanyastoodbysmilingwhilethe

photographershotavideo.Seneoslowlyturnedand

pausedstaringatthewomanstaringrightbackat

heronthemirrorintheofftheshoulderlongsleeved

illusionmermaiddresswithcrystaldetailsanda

ventbeginningjustbelowhermidthigh.The



overskirthadmoreappliquécrystalsandtrailed

behindher.Tearsfilledhereyesasshelookedatthe

flawlessnaturalmake-up.Thewomanwhostared

rightbackatherlookedlikeabridefrom afashion

magazineedit.Thewomanwhostaredrightbackat

herlookedsobeautiful.Seneoswallowedlookingup

tryingtoblinkawayhertears.

Tanyatearfullylookedather.“Youlookbeautiful.”

Seeoturnedandlookedatherbackonthemirror,

thedresswasbacklessandexposedherskin.Tanya

huggedher.“Youlooksobeautiful.Youmakeme

wanttogetmarriedagain.”

Seneolaughedemotionallythensteppedback

turningtothemirroragain.“Idolookbeautiful.I

wishmyfamilywasheretoseeme.Iwishtheywere

here.”

“Ohhlovetheywatchingfrom above.Theyare

watchingtrustme...“

Seneo’sauntknockedonthedoorthenwalkedin.

ShesmiledstaringatSeneo.

“It’stime.Wehavetogo.Wedon’twanttobelate.



Let’sgo!”

“Ok.”

TanyapickedSeneo’strailthenLeawalkedin.Tanya

letgoofthetrailandwalkedouttogetherwiththe

make-upartist.

“Hi…”

Seneosmiledstaringatherinthebride-maid’sdress,

thedresswhichhadmeanttobeherswornbyTanya.

“Lea.”

“Youlookbeautiful.”

“Thankyou.Youtoo.”

Leanoddedandsighed.“Iam sorry.Ihavebeen

feelingsoashamedbecauseyouwereright.”

“It’sok.Iam justhappyyouarealiveandwell.”

“Yeah…butI’m stillsorry.Ijust…-“

“Youwantedtoprotectyourfamily.Iunderstand.I

reallydon’tknowwhyBokaowouldsaymyname

andifit’sacrushlikeyouaresayingitis,thenI

supportyou.Maybeweneedsomedistance



betweenus.”

Leanodded.“Yes.Butthatdoesn’tmeanwecan’tbe

friends.”

“Noitdoesn’t.YouandIwillalwaysbesisters.”

“Waai…Tanyahasalreadyreplacedme.”

Theybothlaughed.“Shecanneverreplaceyou.

Thankyouforcoming.”

“Iwouldn’tmissitfortheworld.Howdoesitfeel

marryingthemanyoulove?”

Seneosmiled.“Feelsexciting.Ican’twait.”

‘Thenlet’sgo!”

Leapickedthetrailthentheywalkedout.

***

Laterthatmorning,Katloscrolleddownher

facebook,allshecouldseewasthewedding

pictures.ShezoomedinapictureofSeneoandRyan



hodinghandsatthecommissioner’sandsighed.She

lookedatmorepicturesthencalledhersister.

“Katlo…”

“DidItellyouthatrragweObrienisgettingmarried?”

“Yes.Tohislategirlfriend’ssister?”

“Yes.Hedoesn’tloveher.Heiswithherbecause

throughher,hecanbeclosertoRea.”

“Thenitwon’tlast.”

“Itwon’tlast.ThatmannevergrievedReaproperly

andSeneoistheclosesthecangettoRea,Heloved

Reasomuch,heisnotoverher.HonestlyIfeelsorry

forhim.Seneodefinitelytookadvantage.”

“Leaveit.Shewillregretitwhentheydivorceor

maybetheywon’tandhereallylovesher.”

Katlolaughed.“Loveher?Thatmandoesn’tloveher.

HejustlovesthefactthatsheisRea’ssister.It’sa

shame.It’slikeforcingyourselfintoaman.It’sgoing

toendintears.”

Abbylaughed.“Yahwaii,shewilljustcry.Iam at

work.Let’stalklater.”



“Sharp.”

Katlolookedatherphonethoughtfullythenlogged

intoherfakeaccountandpostedintheYouthOf

Botswanagroupknowingalotofpeoplewouldsee

thepost.Shesmiledthenlookedbackinheroriginal

account.Herphonestartedringing.

“Hello?”

“Hi.Katlo,IhavelandedinBotswana.Iwanttosee

mydaughter.”

“Youwhat?”

“Iwanttoseemydaughter!Ihaveeveryrighttosee

her.”

“Stayawayfrom mychildAustin.”

“Iwanttoseemydaughter.Youdon’twantmeto

bringinmylawyersintothis.”

“Bringwhoever,youarenotgettingmydaughter.”

Shehungup.Oabonaclearedhisthroat.Katlo

quicklyturnedandlookedathim.

“Heybabe…”



Hesighed.“Hecontactedmetoo.”

“What?”

“Hehaseveryrighttoseehisdaughterjustlikeyou

haveeveryrighttoseeObrien.Ifhewantstobein

hisdaughter’slifeyoushouldn’tstophim.Hewas

doingitforyouwhenhegotyoupregnantbecause

youbeggedhim to.Ofcausehemighthaveagreed

toitthenbutnowthatheisthinkingclearly,Ithink

hedeservesachancewithhisdaughter.Ispoketo

him,hesoundslikeareasonableguysoIseeno

reasontokeephim awayfrom hisdaughter.”

Katloputherphonedown.“Iam justscared.”

“Iam rightherewithyou.Noneedtobescared.”

Hehuggedherkissingherneck.Withnochild

runningaround,hekissedherevenmorethentook

offherdressbeforemakingherturnandtouchthe

couch.

***



Tinywalkedoutfrom thedoctor’sofficeandcalled

Bokaowithhernewnumber.

“Hello?”

“Hi.It’sTiny.Look,Iam from thedoctorandIam

positive.”

“Positive?”

“ForHIV.Maybeyoushouldgettested.”

“What?”

“Yes.Bye!”

Shehungupthentookoutthesim cardandthrewit

away.Shegotbackinhercab.“Takemetobus

rank.”

“Ok.”

Herphonestartedringing,shelookedatthenumber

andanswered.

“Hello?”

“Hi,Tiny.Thepoliceareatmyhouse.Theyarresting

meforscammingpeople.Pleasehelpme.”



“Heywena!Didn’tIsayyoushouldn’tcallme?”

“Iwilltellthem youwantedmetokillyourfriendif

youdon’thelpme.Youmademegiveherthose

herbs.”

“Iwilldenyit.It’syourwordagainstmine.Whodo

youthinkyouare?Nevercallmeagain!Nxla!”

Tinyhungupwhileherheartpounded.Sheputher

handonherchesttryingtocalm downbutthen

pausedandquicklyswitchedoffherphone.

“Mister,pleasedrivefaster.”

“Ok.”

Awhilelaterthecandroppedheroff.Tinypulledher

bagtothebusesandgotin.Shesatdownand

sighed,nowshedidn’tfeelsoscared.Maybethe

transferwaswhatexactlysheneeded.Herlifewould

besafesofarawayfrom everyone.

***



Sereletsosmileddrivingtotheweddingvenuewith

hersonattheback.Thiswouldbeaperfectsurprise.

ShesloweddownattheboardwrittenKenny’s

Gardens.Sheturneddrivinginthroughthegate,she

drovethroughthepavementdrivewaywitha

beautifulgreenlawnonthesides.Shepasseda

banneroftheweddinginvitationcardfollowingthe

signsleadingtothevastparkinglot.Sheparkedher

carthensteppedout.Sheopenedthedoorforher

sonandpickedhim up.

Hereyesfellonaladywalkingoverinawhitebody

huggingdresswiththenlongestheelsshehadever

seen.Shewalkedovertohersport’scarwhile

someoneranafterher.

“Kenny!Wait…”

SereletsoturnedandlookedatKennywithasmile,

damnitwasinspiringseeinganalphalady.They

spokebrieflythentheKennyladystartedhercarand

spedoffathighspeed.Theladywhohadbeen

runningafterherwalkedpastSereletso,Sereletso

smiled.



“Isthattheownerofthisplace?”

Theladyturnedandsmiled.“Kenny?Yeah.”

“Wow!”

“Saythatagain.Wearenottheonlyoneswhoget

intimidated.Goingtotheweddingorthebirthday

celebration?”

“Thewedding.”

“Rightthatside.”Shepointed.

“Thanks.”

“Youarewelcome.”

Sereletsowalkedtothereceptionareawhichwas

setupsobeautifully.Shesatdownatatableand

tookaselfiethensentittoKabowithacaptionof

‘whereareyou?’.

Hequicklycalledherback.

“Hey…”

“Youareatthewedding?”

Sereletsosmiled.“Yeah…couldn’tgetridofmethat



easily,couldyou?”

“Ithoughtyoucouldn’tmakeit.”

Shelaughed.“Well,surprise.Knowwhatelseis

exciting?”

“What?”

“ItransferredbacktoGabs.”

“Really?”

“Yes.Ireallywantthistowork.”

“SodoI.Iloveyou.”

“Iloveyoutoo.”

“Wearealmostthere.Ryanisofficiallymarried.Next

it’sme.”

Sereletsoblushed.“Can’twait.”

HehungupthenshelookedasKagisowalkedover

andhuggedher.

“Letso…”

“KeyKG!”

“Iam sohappytoseeyou.Istillcan’tbelieveyou



guysarebacktogether.”

“Wewereneverdating.Wewerejustkidsfooling

around.”

“Ishouldleaveyou.Iam inchargeofthekids.Does

hecry?”

“No.”

“Bringhim.”

“Oh…thankyou!”

Kagisotookhim thenwalkedaway.

***

KagisowalkedwithSereletso’ssontowherethe

otherkidswherethenputhim down.Shewalked

awaypickingherringingphonewithablush.

“Hello?”

“Hey…youlookbeautifultoday.”

Kagisolookedaroundthensmiled.“Youshouldstop



callingmelikethis.”

“Really?”

Sheturnedandlookedathim standingbehindher

lookingsohandsome.Whoknewshewouldfind

herselfallshyandhotforhermother’sneighbor’s

son.

“Ditiro.”

“Thisisnice.”

“Itis.Mybrotherandhiswifewantedittobe

perfect.”

“Anditis.Thankyouforinvitingme.”

Heputhishandsaoundherwaistandkissedher.

Sheblushedlookingdown.

“Myfamilyishere.”

“Theyshouldknowyouaredatingamdfucking.”

Shelaughed.“Goandsitdown.”

“Whatareyoudoing?”

“Iam inchargeofthekids.Ihavetomakesurethey



arefineandhappy.”

“Whatajob!

“Tellmeaboutit!”

Ditirokissedheronelasttimethenwalkedtosit

downwhilesomeladieslookedathim.

***

Moitoisteppedoutofthecarinherlongdressthen

Cliffclosedthedoorandledhertowardsthe

receptionarea.Moitoisighedlookingatthebeautiful

setup.

“Theyreallywentallout!”

Cliffpulledoutthechairforherthenshesatdown.

“Theydid.”

Moitoilookedaroundwithasmile.Everythinglooked

elegant.Shetookoutherphoneandsnappeda

picturewhichsheputonherwhatsappstatuswitha

captionof‘whentheymarrytheirsoulmates,they



reallygoalltheway..#WEDDINGTINGS#LOVE

LIVESHERE.

Shesmiledputtingherphonedown.

“Theyarehere…”

Everyoneturnedasthetheydancedtoanigerianhit

song.Thebridemaidsandgroommenleadingthe

waywhileSeneoandRyandancedinthemiddleof

them all.Peopletookouttheirphonestakingthe

videos.MoitoismiledstaringathowSeneowasjust

beautifulandflawless.Tearsfilledhereyes,she

blinkedsmiling.

Theydancedpasther.Ryan’sparentsdancedbehind

them withherownfatherandmmagweJunior.

Moitoilaughedtakingpictures.Everyonesettled

thenKabotookthemic.

Hewassoenergerticashespokekeeping

everyone’seyesonhim.

“Thisisaweddingthatshouldneverbeforgotten.

Ladiesandgents!WehaveMrs.AndMr.Mfetane

hereandweareallheretocelebratetheirunion.My

nameisKaboandIam goingtobeyourMC!My



partnerthatIwillbeworkingwithissittingthere.”He

pointedatLeawholaughed.“Areeneoshygapeshe

wasnottold.Wecan’treallyblameourbride…Today

isthedayshegetsawaywitheverythingbut…”He

turnedandlookedatRyan.“Butyouwillsortherout

laterakere?”

Everyonelaughedshakingtheirheads.Kaboturned

backtothecrowdthenwinkedatSereletsowho

blushed.

“Ok,sowearegoingtokeepitfun!Batsadi!Batsadi!

Batsadi!Nolongspeeches!Nottodayplease.Ifyou

havealongspeech,pleasesummarizeitbeforeyou

standhere.Tobehonest,someofuswon’tbe

listeningsolet’sjustkeepitshort.”

Kabopausedtalkingasaladyinaroyalblue

mermaiddresswithshinysequinwalkedover.He

lookedatherfaceandfrownedashisheartpounded.

Everyoneturnedtolookatherincompletesilenceas

shewalkedover.

.

.
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SeneolookedbehindKabothenfrownedwhileher

heartskipped.Theladywalkedoverandsatdown

onatablewithherhairheldinacleanbun.Seneo

grabbedRyan’shand,shewassurenotseeingit

aloneorwasshe…wasitactuallyhappening?She

triedstandingbutcouldn’tseem tomasterthe

strengthto.Herheartstartedracingasshelookedat

thelady.

“Ryan…”

Shewhisperedasherheartvibrated.Shetriedto

openhermouthastheladystaredatherwitha

smile.Unabletobreathe,shegaspedwheezing.

RyanlookedatSeneosayingsomethingbutitwas

asifherearswereblocked,allshecouldseewashis

lipsmoving.ShelookedatKabowhowasstill

standingthenclosedhereyesgoingunconsciousin

Ryan’sarms.Hepickedherupandwalkedawaywith



herwhileeveryonejustwatchedintotalsilence.

Kaboopenedhismouthstaringattheladythen

closedhismouth.HelookedoveratMoitoiwhowas

alsostaring,eyeswideopen.Matteroffact,Rea’s

familywasjuststaringwithnomovement.He

lookedatheryetagainthenlookedbackatthe

crowd.Hiskneesfeltsoweakitwaslikehewould

justfallonhisface.

Helookedattheladythensighedtryingmasterthe

couragetoatleastsaysomething.

“Bagolo,seemsourbridefainted.Letmegoandsee

ifeverythingisok.”

HehandedLeathemicthenquicklyrushedafterhis

brother.Heturnedbackandalmostfellasthelady

lockedeyeswithhim.Heturnedawayandwalked

away.

Theladystoodupinherelegantdressthen

gracefullystartedwalkingtowardsMoitoi’stable

whereMoitoiwasseatedwithherfamily.

MoipointedattheladythenlookedatTshegowho

alsowasstaringintotalshock,hermouthwideopen.



“Ghost!”

Moitoistoodupandtookoffscreaming.Asifher

screaingandrunningwasawakeupcalltoeveryone,

panicking,peoplestooduplookingaround.Tshego

fearfullylookedattheladywhowasjuststanding

staringateveryonethenshookherheadrunning.

Shetrippedonachairfallingthenquicklygotup

takingoffhershoesandsprinted.MmagweJunior

backedaway,shelookedattheladyonceagainthen

felltotheground.Obonolopickedhiswifeupand

hurriedawaywhileotherrelativesran.Confused,the

MfetaneguestslookedaroundwhileSeneo’sfamily

actedasiftheywereseeingtheunseen.Thehorror

ontheirfacescouldn’tbemissedit.

“Sepoko!”AnothermemberofRea’sfamily

screamedrunning.Peopleslowlysteppedbackfrom

thescene,othersfearwrittenallovertheirfaces

whileothersjustinpureconfusion.

Theladysighedthenwalkedawaywhilethe

remainingguestslookedatherwonderingwhat

reallywastakingplace.



***

AtKennyGardensguesthouseandSpa,Ryanplaced

SeneoonthebedjustasKabowalkedintheroom

shakinglikealeaf.

“Thatwoman…”

“It’snother.”

“It…she…she…”

Ryanslowlysatdownonthebed,hishearttoowas

racing.Itcouldn’tbe…itjustcouldn’tbe.Heshook

hishead.

“No.”

“She…”

“No!No…”

Kaboslowlysatdownonthefloor,theybothlooked

atSeneowhoslowlyopenedhereyes.Ryanjumped

toherside.

“Babe…wakeup!”



“That…”

“Shhh…”

“She…”

Ryanhuggedherassheclosedhereyesagain.He

knewwhathehadseenbutitcouldn’tbe…couldit?

“Calm down.It’sourweddingandwearegoingto

enjoyit.”

Ryan’smotherwalkedintheroom andlookedat

them.

“Whatisgoingonhere?”

Kabolookedather.“Rea’sdeadsisterisalive!”

“Whatareyousaying?”

Ryanshookhishead.“It’snother.”

“ThatwomanlookedlikeRea!IknowwhatIsaw!”

“Isthatwhypeopleareactingcrazy?”

“Yes.Everyonesawher!Theysawherwalking.”

“It’snother.IknowReaandthatwomanwasnother!

Sheisdeadandeveryoneshouldgetthatthrough



theirheads.”

Ryan’smotherlookedatSeneosadlywhohad

fainted.

Aknockeruptedatthedoorthenitslowlyopened.

Kagisowalkedin.

“What’sgoingon?”

“GeteveryoneseatedKagiso.Wearecomingback.”

“Wasthat…?”

“No!Goandgeteveryoneseated.”

“Somepeoplearegone.”

“Getthosewhoarehereseated.”

Kaboshookhishead.“IknowwhatIsawand-“

“Andmaybethereisatwin.Kabo,goandget

everyoneseated.IwillhandleNeo.Wearecoming

back.Seneolongwaitedforthisday.Don’tletitget

ruined.Mamaplease.”

Theyallnoddedandwalkedout.Ryanlookedat

Seneo,hisownheartwasracing.Heputhishandon

hischesttryingtocalm himselfdown,hecouldn’t



affordtofallapart.

Thedooropenedagain.

“Kabo!Goandgeteveryoneseated!”

“Hi…”

Ryanturnedandalmostlosthisbalanceashe

movedback.Theladysmiled,shealsohadRea’s

smile.Hetookadeepbreathasshesmiledathim

thenlookedatSeneo.

“Issheok?”

“Sheisfine.Whoareyou?Youlookfamiliar.”

“OrsoIheard.”Shestretchedherhand.“Azilah.

AzilahWillson.”

Ryanlookedather,shedidlooklikeherbutclose…

maybenotsomuch.Thisonewasmorebeautiful

and…hecouldn’tputhisfingertoitbutitjustwasn’t

her.Ormaybeitwastheaccent.Ormaybeshewas

justgrown.Shesoundedlikesomeonefrom

overseas.Eitherway,shewasjusttoolightin

complexion.

Azilahretreatedherhandandclearedherthroat.



“Iam sorry.Ididn’tmeantoruinyourwedding.Ijust

heardfrom afriendthatthereissomeoneIlooklike.

ShesentmepicturesandIdecidedtocome.Iguess

Ichosethewrongtimeto.”

“Whoareyouagain?”

“AzilahWillson.”

Helookedinhereyes.“Youspeaklikeher.”

“Thedeadgirl?”

“Yes.Yousoundlikeher.Youhaveanaccentbutyou

soundlikeher.Ineverimaginedherasagrown

womanbutyou…youresembleher.”

“Iam-“

“Look,Idon’tknowwhatnonsensethisis,youare

deadorbetteryet,youaresupposedtobedead.If

it’sreallyyou,pleasedon’tdothis.Canyoujust

remaindead?Thereisnoneedforyoutocauseso

muchconfusionandheartacheforjustnoreason.

Wecriedforyou,wemournedyou,youcan’ttake

thatback.Youcannevertakethatback.It’sbeen

toolong,wearetryingtomovepastthatandweare



finallyacceptingit.Pleasedon’tdothis.Youareold

news,canyouremainoldnews?”

“Iam reallysorry.Iam notwhoyouthinkIam butI

canunderstandwhatyouaresaying.Iwasactually

goingtogetmymothertoexplainbutIhadtosee

formyself.”

“AM ISTUPID?!”Tearsfilledhiseyes.“DoIlook

stupidtoyou?DoI?”

Theladyputherhandoverhermouthshakingher

head.“No…”

“Thendon’tmakemestupid.Youaredead!Youare

dead!”

Azilah’slimbstrembledthenshebrokedowncrying

nodding.

“Whyareyoudoingthis?Doyoufindjoyinit?Isthis

makingyouhappy?”

“Please-“

“Youaredead!Youarenotgoingtocomeandturn

ourlivesupsidedown.Can’tyouseehowmuchyour

arehurtingus?Oryouarejustheartless.”



“Iam sorry.Ijust-“

“Wearetired.Wearejusttired!”

“Iam sorry.”

“Whoeveryouare,pleaseleave.”

“Wait,Ijust-“

“Leave.”

“Wait.Iunderstandthisisshockingtoyouandyour

family.ButIam nother.Ileftmymotherafewyears

back,sheledmeintobelievingthatmanwhoraised

mewasmyfather.Igrewupknowinghewasmy

father.16yearsIbelievedhewasmyfathertillthe

firstrapeincidenthappened.Thenmoreafterthat.

That’swhenIfoundouthewasn’t.Shedidn’tdo

anything,claimedshehadnochoicetillIkilledhim.I

leftmymotherandranaway.Ievenchangedmy

namesoshewouldn’tfollowme.Look,it’salong

story.Iam backandIheardaboutmyrealfather.I

thoughtcomingherewasthebestchoicebutit’snot.

Iam sorryIhaveopenedclosedwoundsthatI

shouldn’thave.Thatwasnotmyintention,itreally

wasn’t.Myhusbandadvisedmeagainstthis.I



shouldhavelistened.Iam reallysorry.Please

forgiveme.”

“Whoisyourmother?”

“KelebogileRatsatsi..”Azilahtookoutherphoneand

showedhim apictureofhermother.Ryanlookedat

thepicturethenher.Nowhecouldactuallyexplain

thecomplexion.Thewomanonthepicturewasjust

toolightandtheydidhaveabitofresemblance.

“Whatisyourrealname?”

“Amantle.AmantleRatsatsi.Iam sorry.Ireallyam.I

justdidn’tthinkIlookedsomuchlikeherthatpeople

callmeaghost.”

“Onacertainlevel,youdolooklikeher.You

resembleher.”

Shesmiled.“Comforting.Butnotentirely.”

“WhotoldyouaboutRea?”

“Afriend.Ihaven’tseenherinalongtime.It’sbeen

ages.Assoonasshesawme,shetoldmeaboutthe

deadgirlandevenshowedmepictures.Shetried

contactingmebutdidn’tknowhow.That’swhenI



decidedtocomethisside.Youare?”

“Ryan.”

“Ryanplease…letmeseeher.”

Helookedathergoingcompletelyweakthenhe

shookhisheadtryingtowakeupfrom theawful

dream.

“Letmeseeher.Iam beggingyou.Please…just

once.Iwillleaveafterthat.Iswear.”

Hemoved.ShewalkedoverandlookedatSeneo.

“Wow,sheisaprettybride.”

“Yeah.”

Shesteppedback.“Ishouldgo.”

“No.Youneedtoaddressthis.Peoplethinkyouare

aghost.Idon’twantghostrumorsgoingaround

centeredaroundmywedding.Butfirstletmewake

herup.”

Shesmiled.“Yousoundlikeadoctor.”

“Iam.”

“Really?That’snice.”Shesmiledagainmakinghim



smiletoo.

“LookAzilahkanaoAmantle-“

“IlikeAzilah.Amantlecarriesalotbaggage.”

“Ok.Azilah.You’vegottounderstandthat-“

“Peopleareinshock.Iam wellawareofthat,believe

meIam.Someonejustscreamedghosttomyface.”

“Ok.Couldyoupleasewaitoutside.Idon’twanther

fallingunconsciousagain.Thisissupposedtobe

ourhappiestday.”

“IunderstandRyan.Iwillwaitoutside.Thankyou,for

listening.”

Helookedatherandnoddedtakingadeepbreath

thenshewalkedoutside.Azilahstoodbythedoor

andclosedhereyes,herheartwasstillpounding.

.

.

.
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Obonololookedatthefamilyallseatedthenstood

up.HesighedstaringatAzilahforawhile,she

lookedathim tearfullythenlookeddownfiddling

withherfingers.

"Iknowhermother.Sheandmybrotherwereina

relationshipbutitwasjustabriefrelationship

becauseshemoved.Herparentspassedonthen

shehadtogoandlivewithheraunt.Herrelationship

withmybrotherendedthere.Ineverknewtherewas

achildbecauseKelebogilenevercamebackafter."

HelookedatAzilahyetagainwholookedathim

pressingherlipstogether.Hetookadeepbreath

tryingtoholdhimself.

"ShedoeslooklikeReabecausetheyaresisters.I

am happyyoufinallycamechildthoughIreallywish

ithadbeenafterthisevent.Everyoneisjustshocked

andwearetryingtounderstandwhat'sgoing."



Azilahnodded."Iunderstand.Ido.Iapologizeforthe

dramaIhavecaused."ShelookedatSeneowhowas

juststaringather."Iam sorrytoyoutooSeneo.I

chosethewrongtimingforthis.Ishouldhave

approachedthematterdifferently."

Obonolonodded."It'salright.Wearegoingtoback

andenjoythiswedding.Todayisthedaywehave

unitedwiththeMfetanefamilyandweneedto

celebrateit."

Obonolo'solderunclelookedathim andsmiled

proud.

"Iagree.Let'sgoandfinishthecelebration."

Everyonestoodupandwalkedbacktotheirseats

whileObonolowalkedovertoAzilah.Shesmiled

tearfully.

"Thankyou."

Atearrolleddownhischeekthenheopenedhis

mouthtosaysomethingbutnothingcameout.

Anotheryearrolleddown.Azilahsteppedback

holdingbackherowntears.Sheswallowed.



"Iam sorryforalmostruiningyourniece'swedding."

Henoddedswallowedabiglump."Maybeyou

should...workontherelationship.Slowlybutsurely.

Seneowillwarm uptoyou.Afterall...youareher

sister."

Shenodded."Yes."

Obonolosighedandwalkedaway.

From adistance,Seneo'sauntfixedhergown.

"Youstilllookbeautiful."

Seneonodded."Thankyou."

"Todayisyourday.Enjoyit.Forgetaboutallthis."

Seneosighed."Ok."

Herauntwalkedawaythenshewalkedoverto

Azilahandstaredathercloseup.

"Iam reallysorrySeneo."

Seneolookedatherarm buttherewasnothing.She

didn'texactlylooklikehersister.Noteventheface

shapenowasshelookedathermoreclosely.And

shewastaller.TallerthanRea.Shesighedexpecting



tofeelsomethingbuttherewasjustnothing,just

sadness.

"It'sok."

Azilahsmiled."Youlookbeautiful."

"Thankyou.Yourmother...-"

"Sheisinhospital.Bedridden.Shehasulcers."

"Oh..."

"It'sok.Itwasnicemeetingyouandtheentirefamily.

Ihopeonedaywecanhaveaproperrelationshipas

sisters.Iknowitwilltaketimeforthattohappenbut

Ihopeitdoeshappen.Iwouldliketoknowyoumore.

CanIpleasehugyou.Ihavetogonow."

Azilahhuggedherbeforecouldrespondholdingher

tightlyinherarmsforalittlewhilethensheletgo

smilingemotionally.

"Wewilltalk."

SeneonoddedthenwalkedovertoTanya.

***



Obonololookedathissister.

"Don'tstart!"

"WhoisKelebogile?"

"Youdon'tknowher.Agirlourbrotherwasseeing."

"YoukeepalotofsecretsObonolo.Onedaytheyare

goingtocomeout."

"Theywon'tifyoujustkeepquiet."

"Don'tyouthinkanyonewillquestionSeneo'sidentity?

Realookedlikeherfather.Eventhisgirltoo.Seneo

looksnothinglikemybrother!"

"Whatareyoutryingtosay?"

"Thetruthisgoingtocomeoutoneday.Keeplying."

"Seneowashisdaughter.Shejusthappenstohave

takenafterhermother'slooks.Evenifsheisnot,he

nevertoldmeanything.HesaidSeneowashisand

that'sallIknew.IhavenothingtotellbecauseI

knowwhatyouknowtoo.Pleasestopraisingsuch

questionswhenyouknownoonecananswerthem.

Ican't,youcan't,noonecan'tbecausethepeople

whocouldaredead.I'm notgoingtoletyoucause



unnecessaryhavoc."

Hewalkedawayshakinghisheadthensatdown

besideshiswife.Everyonewasnowseated.Kabo

tookthemicyetagain.

"Ladiesandgentlemen,wewouldliketoapologize

forwhathappened."Hesmiled."It'sallgood.Andit's

noghost.Justalonglostrelative.Nowthat'soutof

theway,wecancontinuewithourcelebration."

RyanpulledSeneoinhisarmskissingherforehead.

***

KatlowaitedforAustininarestaurantwithOabona.

Herphonevibratedthenshepickedhersister'scall.

"Abby..."

"AretheonewhopostedaboutSeneoandRyanko

youthofBotswana?"

"Whatareyoutalkingabout?"

"Thatpostwastalkingaboutexactlywhatyousaid.I



am beginningtogetworried.Iunderstandyou

dislikingSeneoandhavinganoptionaboutRyan's

relationshipbuttocursethem?It'stoomuch.Iam

beginningtoregretentertainingthis.Youaremarried

forcryingoutloudandyoushouldbefocussingon

yourfamily.Whyareyousoconcernedthatyougo

onsocialmediabashingyourbabydaddylikethat?

Youcalledhim weakthenwentoninsultingSeneo.

Youevenhadtoputherdaughterinit.What'swrong

withyou?"

"What'swrongwithyou?WhywouldIdosomething

likethat?"

"Becauseyouarebitter.It'ssosad.Really,it'ssad.I

shouldhaveneverentertainedyournonsense.You

arecrazy.It'ssad.Youaregoingtodestroyyour

marriageallalone.Whycan'tyoujustletRyanbe

andmoveonwithyourlife?"

"Youknowwhat,Idon'thavetimeforthis."

KatlohungupasOabonalookedathercatchingthe

flashofangeronherface.

"What'sgoingon?"



Katloshookherhead."Sheisaccusingmeof

nonsense.Heishere."

AustinwalkedintherestaurantandlookedatKatlo

walkingoverthenhesatdown.

"Hello..."

Oabonasmiled."Oabona,Katlo'shusband."

Austinsmiled."Nicemeetingyou.Thankyoufor

agreeingtothismeeting."

"It'salright.Mywifeexplainedtomewhat

happened."

"Yes.KatloandIhadanagreementbutnowI'm

lookingbackandregretting.Iwanttobepartofmy

daughter'slife.Ofcausenotsteppingoveryourtoes

becauseyouhavebeenherfather.Sheknowsyouas

herfather.Ijustwanttobeherotherfather."

OabonalookedaKatlo."Heisright.Hedeservesa

chance."

"SheisnotcomingwithyoutoAmerica!"

Austinsmiled."That'sok.Iwillseeherheretillwe

finallyreachastagewhereshecanvisit.I'm good



withthat."

Katlolookedathisring."Youaremarried?"

"Yes.ToSutton.AndI'm happy.Sheisoutside.Ijust

thoughtwewoulddiscussthisfirst."

"It'sok.MywifeandIwillcomply."

"Thankyousomuch."

***

Avawaitedwithherhandsonthetable.Shesmiled

staringatOupawalkedover.Shehadlostsomuch

weightandshelookedsicktoo.Sheslowlysatdown.

"Hi."

Avasmiled."Hi.Howareyoudoing?"

Oupashrugged."Ikilledmyson."

"Youwerenotthinkingstraight."

"Ican'tsleep.Ifeelsosad."

"Youwillheal."



"Peoplehateme."

"Becausetheyhaveneverwalkedamileinyour

shoes."

TearsfilledOupa'seyes."Temogodidn'tdo

anything."

"Ihearheisrepresentingyou."

"Yes."

"Youwillbeoutinashortwhile.Don'tworry."

"Ideservetobehere."

"Noyoudon't."

Sherubbedhertears."Ithinkmysisterisdatingmy

ex."

Avasmiled."Thenyourexwasnevermeanttobe

yours.Sometimesinlifewewillfall.Butourfall

doesn'tdeterminewhoweare.Yougetupandkeep

moving.That'swhatdetermineswhoyouare.Don't

stigmatizeyourself.Youwerenotthinkingstraight.

YouknowIalmostdrownedMoneitodeaththe

othertime.ThedayKabocametoseeyouinOrapa,I

droppedthebabyinherbathingdishthenranoverto



answerthephone.Ionlyrealizeditsecondslater.

That'swhathappenswhenyouarestressed.You

didn'tdoitbecauseyouwantedto.Itwasstressand

depression.Alotofmomsgothroughit.Iam just

gladyouarealive."

"IwishIwasn't."

"No.Don'tsaythat."

"Ishestillwithhisnewgirlfriend?"

"Yes.Imetheronce.Sheisnice.Iam justhappyto

bealive.Myfocusisonmydaughterrightnow.Your

focusshouldbeongettingoutofhereandmoving

on."

TearsrandownOupa'scheekthenshewipedthem

away.

"Thankyouforcomingtoseeme."

"Youarewelcome."

Avastoodupandwalkedoutside.Shegotbackin

hercaranddroveoff.



***

Laterthatday,Seneosmiledassheputononher

germanprintdress.MmagweJuniorsmiled."Itfits

you.Readytobehandedovertoyournewfamily?"

"Eemma."

"Howareyoufeeling?"

"Confusedbutaboveallhappy.Maybeifitwasreally

Rea,hewasgoingtoleaveme."

"Nono...Ryanlovesyouforyou.Hefellinlovewith

youbecauseyouareyou.Reaisinthepast.Idon't

knowthatAzilahwoman'sstorybutyouareRyan's

wife,heisinlovewithyou.Youarehisandhewillbe

yours.Forever."

Seneo'sphonerang.Shereachedforitand

answeredRyan'scall.

"Mrs.RyanMfetane..."

Sheblushed."Rra..."

"Youlookedbeautifultoday."



"Thanks."

"Todaymarksthehappiestdayofmylife.TodayI

havemarriedtheloveofmylifebabe.Ifeelthis

unexplainablehappinessinmyheart.Iam so

content.IfIcould,Iwouldchooseyouoverandover

again.Youwillalwayscomefirst,youandour

childrenwillcomebeforeeverythingandanyone."

Seneosmiled."Theyarebringingmetoyou."

"AndIcan'twait."

"Whatifthatwas-"

"Evenitwereher,Iwouldhavestillchosenyou

becausemyheartiswithyou.Iam yoursandyours

only.Ican'twaitforustomove."

"I'm dreadingthefightwithKatlo.Sheisgoingtoput

upafightaboutObrienmovingwithus."

"Kaboisreadytohandleitifshetriesfightingme."

MmagweJuniorwalkedbackintheroom."Seneo,

come!"

"Eemma.Baby,Iwillseeyoujustnow."



"Ok."

Shehungupandpickedanincomingcall.

"Kgotso!"

"WhatdidImiss?Iam sosadIcouldn'tcome.

Weatherisfuckingupthings."

Shelaughed."It'sok.EnjoyAmsterdam.I'm fine.I

hadawonderfulday.Iam aproudmarriedwoman!"

"That'smygirl!"

"Letmegoandgetadvised.Iwillsendyoupictures."

"Ofcause."

Seneodroppedthecallandwalkedbehindher

joiningthemarriedwomenwhowerewaitingtotalk

toher.

***

Moitoiwalkedinherhousekickinghershoesoff.

"IswearthatwasRea.It'sher!"



"Babe,isn'tshedead?"

"No.Thinkaboutthis.TheymadeSeneoandI

identifyher.Wewerekids.Thatcouldhavebeen

anyoneandtheyputthemarksonthem tomakeus

thinklikeitwasher.Thegirlwesaw...Herfacewas

completelyruined.Allwecouldseewasherhairbut

howmanywomenhavenaturalhair?Weweretoo

traumatizedtoeventhinkproperly."

"Weren'ttheretestsran?"

"Thosetestscouldhavebeenmadeup.Whoknew

whomymotherwasworkingwith.Andthismanshe

workedwithwhoranawaytoNamibia...Whereishe?

HemusthavetakenReawith.Itwasasetup.The

policekeepsayingtheycan'tfindhim.Theyeven

closedthecase.Themomenteveryonebelievedshe

wasdead,nooneeverdidafollowup."

"Youaregraspingatstrawsbabe."

Moitoishookherhead."No.No.ThereisnowayI'm

goingtobuythatstory.ThatwomanisRea.Iknow

mycousin.It'sher!Peoplecanlookthesamebutnot

thatlevel.Sheobviouslyhadafewthingsdoneto



herface,bleachedorsomething.Iam tellingyou

Cliff,thatwomanisRea!"

"Evenifsheis,doyouthinksheisgoingtocomeout

andsayit?Youcouldalreadyseejusthowemotional

shewastoo.Shewantedtocry."

"Butsherathernot.BecauseSeneowasthere!That's

Rea.Sheneverbrokedown,notinfrontofSeneo.

SheneverbrokedowninfrontofSeneonomatter

what.Shealwayssaidifshecriedthatwhatwas

Seneosupposedtodo."Moitoi'slipstrembled."It

washer."

Cliffhuggedher."Yousobadwantittobeherbutif

shesayssheisnot,thereisnothingyoucandothan

aceptit."

"Iam nevergoingtoacceptit.ThatwomanisRea!"

***

Tshegosmiledstaringatthepicturesfrom the

wedding.ShepausedthinkingofAzilahthensighed.



Odirilewalkedintakingoffhisjacket.

"I'm sotired."

"IthinkSeneogotasecondchanceofhavingasister

throughAzilah.Ijustcan'tbelieveourfathershave

childrenoutthereandjustnevertracethem.Imagine

thosekidssleepingtogether?"

Odirilekissedher."That'swhypeopleshoulduse

condoms.Toavoidsuch."

"IdofeelsorryforAzilah.Godknowswhatshe's

beenthroughthentodealwithbeingcalledaghost.

Itmustbesad."

Odiriletookherphoneandputitdown."Yeah.It

mustbe.Ithinkweshouldgetmarried."

Helaidherdowngettingontopofher.

"Really?"

"Yes.Wewilltellthem after,theywon'tbenothing

theycandoaboutitthen."

Tshegolaughed."Iguess."

Hekissedhergettingbetweenherlegs.



***

BokaofearfullylookedatLea.Hehadbeentryingto

getholdofTinybutthenumberwasn'tgoing

through.Lealookedathim undressing.

"What'swrong?"

"Ihavetotellyousomething.Ididsomething...It

wasamistake."

Leapaused."What?"

"IsleptwithTiny.Ididn'tevenenjoyit."

Leablinkedthem swallowed."When?"

"Thetimeofthemiscarriage."

Sheblinkedastearsburnthereyes."Ok."

"Shecalledmetoday.Sheispositive."

Tearsrolleddownhercheeks."Bokao..."

"Iwenttotest."

"And?"

"Iam alsopositive.Iam sorry.Iam sosorry."



"Ican'tbelieveyouwouldcheatonmewithmy

colleague."

"Iam sorry."

"Andwithnocondom!Whatifshe'spregnant?"

"Ipulledout."

Sheshookherhead."Ican'tbelieveyouwouldbring

diseasestome."

"Ihaven'tsleptwithyou.Iam sorry.Imessedupand

Iam payingformyactions.Iloveyou.Canweplease

workitout?"

"Idon'tknow.Youhave...Ican'tbelieveyoucheated

withTiny.Outofallpeople,Tiny!"

"Iam sorry."

Leaputonherjeansandflipflops."Iam goingout

forsomefreshair.Youaresuffocatingme."

Shewalkedouttryingtofighthertears.Shegotin

thecarandputherhandsoverherfacecrying.A

whilelatershetookherphoneandcalledhim.

"Babe..."



"Ican'tdothis.Idon'tthinkyouloveme.Firstitwas

youlustingovermybestfriendandnowyouslept

withmycolleague.Ontopofityoudon'teven

respectme.Youcouldhaveusedacondom.Youare

notallergictoacondom.Iam donewithyou.Iwant

adivorce."

"Wehaven'tevenbeenmarriedfor-"

"Idon'tcare.IknowmyworthBokao.Iam notgoing

tostayforleftovers.Iwantadivorce.Goodwe

decidedtomarryoutofcommunityofproperty."

"Youcan'tbeserious."

"Iam.Iam donewithyou.Bye!"

Shehungupthendroveout.

***

Kagisohandedherbrother'schildrenfoodthen

snuckout.ShequicklygotinDitiro'scar.

"Hey..."

Ditiroleanedoverandkissedher."Hey.Whataday!"



Shelaughed."Tellmeaboutit!"

"Ihavebeenthinking."

Shesmiled."About?"

"InacoupleofmonthsIwantmyfamilytotellyour

familythatwearefucking.I'm growingtooold.What

doyouthink?"

Kagisochuckled."Iwouldloveit!"

"Super!"

"Ihavetogo.Seneo'sfamilywillbeheresoon.Iwant

towatchthis."

"Ok.Iwillcallyou."

Sheleanedoverandkissedhim."Bye!"

Shesteppedoutandhurriedback.

.

.

.
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Moitoidroveinthoughtheschoolgatethenlooked

atherdaughter.Shesteppedoutandopenedthe

doorforherdaughter.Waronalookedbackather

mother.

“CanInotgotoclass.Iam notfeelingwell.My

stomachhurts.”

“WhatstomachWawa?Canyoupleasestopit.”

“ButIam notfeelingwell.Mystomachispainful.”

“Youaregoingtoclass.Iam notgoingtolistento

anythingyouaresaying.Pleasestopit.”

“PapawouldnevermakemegotoclasswhileI’m

sick.”

“Okyounglady.Youaregoingtoclassandyouare

goingtoattendyourlessons.”

“Teacherisrudetome.Idon’twanttogoclass



becauseshecallsmestupid!”

Moifrowned.“Shewhat?”

“Shecallsmestupid.Idon’twanttogotoclass.”

“Sheonlycallsyoustupid?”

“Yes.Andshehitsmeinthehead.”

MoitoilookedatWarona’steacherwalkingover

smiling.

“Wawa…”

Waronalookedathermotherthenbackather

teacher.

“Gotoclassbaby.Iwilsortitout.”

Waronanoddedthenwalkedawayholdingherbag.

Moitoilookedattheteacher.

“Iwanttoseetheprincipal.Youaregoingtoexplain

tomewhyyoucallmydaughterstupid.”

“What?”

“Comewithme.Wearegoingtotheprincipal.Iam

notlettingyououtofsighrsoyoucangoand



threatenthosekids.Iknowyouhavebeencallingmy

daughterstupid.Iwantyoutoexplaintomewhat

youmeanwhenyoucallmydaughterstupidthen

afterthatyouhitherhead.”

“MmagweWawa,Ithinkyouareoverreacting.Yes,

theremayhavebeenanincidentthatImayhave

calledherstupidbutitwasnotonpurpose.Iam a

teacherandIam teaching30studentsinoneclass,I

don’tjusthitthem.Ialsohavekidsathome.”

“AndIknowteachersabusestudents.Iam ateacher

too,Iknowthesethings.Waronadoesn’tlie.No

matterwhat,youhavenorighttocallanystudent

stupid,especiallyachildherage.Sheisstilljust

learning.Sheisaslowlearnernaturallysoyoucan't

callherstupid.Iam takingyoutotheprincipal’s

office.Iam notgoingtolistentoyoujustifying

abusingmydaughter.”

***

Moitoifinallywalkedoutoftheprincipal’soffice



headedtohercar.Shetookoutherphoneassoon

asshegotinhercaranddialedCliff.

“Babe…”

“CanyouimagineWawa’steacherhasbeencalling

mydaughterstupid?”

“What?”

“NowonderWawastarteddislikingschoolssomuch.

Theprincipalaskedherentireclassandapparently

sheisjustabusingthekids.”

“Sheshouldgetfired.”

“Ohshedid!Imadesureofit.Ijustcan’tbelievethat

mydaughterhasbeengettingabusedundermy

nose.Iam soupset.Ifeellikewaitingforherto

knockoffthenpunchherhard.”

“Don’tdothat.Youwillgotojail.”

Moireversed.“Iam nowonmywaytowork.”

“Ok,wewilltalklater.”

“Iloveyou.”

“Iloveyoutoo.”



ShehungupanddroveheadedtotheSeniorSchool.

***

Tshegowalkedinsideherofficethensatdown

puttingherlaptoponthetable.Sheopenedher

laptopthenopenedheremails.Herworkmate

knockedsoftlythenwalkedinwithasmile.

“Hey…whydidn’tyoutellmethatyouandMr.Lwere

openinganotherbrunchinFrancistown?Andyou

knowIhavebeenthinkingofmovingbackhome.”

Tshegolaughed.“Sorry.Youaregoingtogetit

though.Youdeserveit.”

“Yesmadam HR!”

TheworkmatewalkedoutasTshegotookouther

ringingphoneandpicked.

“Hello?”

“Howdoyoufeelknowingyouseparatedmyson

from hisfamily?”



“Mrs.Letsatsi,Odirile’sphoneisworkingjustfine.

Youcancallher.”

“Iwanttotalktoyou.Youaresoproudtobewearing

thatringevenaftersleepingwithmyhusband.How

doesitmakeyoufeel?Nowyoudon’tevenletmy

grandkidsvisit.”

Tshegosighed.“Iam goingtobestraightwithyou,

mykidswillnotvisityouoryourhusbandbecause

youhatetheirmother.Iam notgivingyoumykids

becauseIdon’tknowyouenoughtotrustyouwith

mykids.”

“Doesheagreetoo?”

“Yesbecausethosekidsaremine.Iam sorrybutI

knowyouthatyouhatemesomuchthatyougo

aroundspendingrumorsaboutmeatyourage.I

don’ttrustyouwithmykids,iftheycometherethey

willbecomingwiththeirfatherandhewillbethere

withthem.”

“SoyouthinkIwillabusemyson’schildrenbecause

ofyou?WhatkindofapersondoyouthinkIam?

Kengonyatsa?”



Tshegosighed.“Ok,haveagoodidea.”

Sheputthephonedownthenstoodupwithsome

filesandwenttoOdirile’soffice.Sheknockedsoftly

andwalkedin.Hesmiledtalkingonthephone

staringather.

“Look,letswrapthatupassoonasyouarrive.Have

agoodday.”

Hehungup.“Heybabe…”

“Yourmothercalled.”

“Don’tletherruinyourday.”

“Iwon’tbutIjustwantyoutoknowbecauseIknow

sheisgoingtocall.”

Odirilestoodupandwalkedroundhistablethenput

hisarmsaroundherbreathingonherneck.

“Iknowwhatyousaidtoher.Butatthesametime

shedeservesafairchancewithhergrandkids.Iwill

takethem duringtheweekend.”

“Ihavenoproblem withthat.”

Hekissedherthenletgo,“Ihaveameetingintwo



minutes.HasmyPAcome?”

“Sheisgoingtosignthecontracttodayandshe

startsofficiallytomorrow.”

“Ok.Seeyoulaterforlunch.”

“Ok,havealookatthisbeforetheendoftheday.”

Sheputthefilesdownandwalkedout.Backinher

office,Odirile’snewPAknockedontheslightlyopen

door.

“Comein.”

Shewalkedinadressandheelswhileholdingher

handbag.Shesmiledather.

“Goodmorning.”

Tshegolookedatherface,shelookedmuchmore

beautifulthansheremembered.

“HiSethunya,youcansit.”

“Thankyou.”

Tshegolookedatheragainbrushingoffher

insecurities.Herhusbandhadnevergivenher

reasontoquestionhim.



***

Katlowalkedinherofficetalkingtoherfriend.

“Ijustdon’tunderstand.Obrienwassupposedtobe

herealreadybecauseheisonholidaybutbecause

Ryanhadsaidtheyareallcomingbackatthesame

time.”

“Iunderstandyou.IfIwereyouIwouldhavenever

agreedforhim togowiththem.Imagineiftheyare

turninghim againstyou?”

Katlosatdown.“Hethreatenedme.Icouldn’treally

doanythingaboutit.”

“Callhiswife.”

Katlo’sphonerang.“Heylook,letmecallyouback

afterIanswerthiscall.”

Shehungupandansweredanincomingcall.

“Hello?”

“Hello,it’sZoe’steacher.”



“Hi,howareyou?”

“Iam fine,justabitconcerned.Zoehasmarksall

overherlegslikeshewasbeaten.”

“Yes,eish,kanahercomplexionmakesitlooklike

shewasalmostkilledbutIdisciplinedher

yesterday.”

“Thosemarkslookserious.”

“Zoeiswhite,herskinisquicktoturnred.Ifshe

wereblackyouwouldn’tseethat.”

“Thisisnotthefirsttimesuchhappens.”

“It’snotandwon’tbethelast.Areyoutryingtotell

meIshouldn’tdisciplinemykids?Isthatwhatyou

arepaidtodo?Toteachmehowtoraisemykids?”

“Iam justaconcernedteacher.”

“Zoeiswhite,Ididn’tbeatherthatmuch.Herskinis

likethat.Ireallydon’tappreciateyoucallingand

questioningmyparentingskills.Pleasefocuson

yourjob.Thankyou.”

ShehunguprollinghereyesthencalledSeneo.



“Katlo,Iam busyrightnow,pleasecallRyan.”

“Whenismysoncoming?”

“CallRyan.”

Shehungup,Katlolookedatherphonewith

disbeliefthendialedRyan.

“Yourbalanceisnotsufficientto-“

Shehungupandsenthim amessage

Katlo:Iam hurtanddisappointedthatyousaid

Obrienwillcomeyethestillnothere.Canyouplease

letmysonvisit.Irarelyseehim andhisschool

holidaysareallwehave.

***

InLosAngelis,Ryanlookedatthetimethenatallthe

arrangementshehadmade.Itwasjustafter2230.

Shewassupposedtobeathomeawhilebackso

theycouldcelebratetheiranniversary.Hetookhis



phoneandtriedcallingheragain.Herphonewasnot

goingthroughanymore.Hesatdownstaringatthe

timehopingshewouldwalkinanysecond.

***

Meanwhileatthehospital,Seneoletgoofthe

patientwhilethedoctorshewasshadowingstared.

Hesighed."He'sbeendownfor24minutes.Callit."

Seneolookedathim."Hisdaughter..."

"Iknow."Thedoctorlookedatotherresidents."Any

suggestions?"

Everyonekeptquiet."Ok,timeofdeath2245."

Everyonestoodstillthenthenurseswitchedoffthe

monitor.

"Goodjobeveryone.Dr.Mfetane,comewithme."

Shewalkedoutofthewardfollowingafterher

attending."YouaredoinganamazingjobSeneo."



"Whatabouthisdaughter?What'sgoingtohappen

tohernow?"

"Wehavecalledheraunt.She'sonherway.Youare

goodatwhatyoudo."Heturnedtoherandsmiled.

"Ourjobistosavelivesbutnotalllivescanbesaved.

Todayyoudidanamazingjob.Youdon'tevenneed

anyonebyyourside."

Shesmiled."Thankyou."

Dr.Hudsonsmiledstaringinhereyes."Wecango

andtellhertogether."

"Ok."

Shewalkedbesidehim tothedaughter.

***

Minuteslater,Seneolookedatthetimeandquickly

changedthenwalkedoutofthelockerroom

bumpingintoDr.Hudson.

"Leaving?"



"Yes."

"Didyougettheoffer?"

"Yes.Iwouldlovethejobbut...MyhusbandandIare

movingback.."

"Doyouwanttomoveback?"

Shesmiledthenlookedinhisclearblueeyes."The

jobisanamazingoffer.ButmyhusbandandIowna

clinictogetherandthereisnothingbetterthan

workingforyourself."

Hesmiled."OkDr.Mfetane.Sothisisit?"

Sheshrugged."Iguess."

"Thelastthreeyearshavebeenamazing."

Seneolaughed."Notallofthem."

"Maybe.Wanttogooutfordrinks?"

"Myhusbandwouldbemad."

"Hehatesme."

"No."

"Hedoes.Ifhecould,hewouldhavelongsentme



straighttohell.Comehere..."

Hepulledherforahug,Seneocountedthree

secondsthesteppedbackwithapolitesmile.

"OkDr.Mfetane.Tillnexttime.Bytheway,thechief

Surgeonwasimpressedwithyouyesterday."

"Oh.."

"Yeah.It'sreallysadthatyouareleaving."

Shelookedatherringthenbackathim "No.Sadfor

you.Butnotme.Thankyou.Bye."

Shequicklyscrurriedoffswitchingonherphone.

Shestartedthecaranddroveoff.Herphone

immediatelyrang.

"Hello?"

"Hey,howistheanniversarygoing?"

"TanyaI'm solate,I'm drivinghomerightnow."

"Whattimeisit?"

Seneolookedattime."Uhh10pm."

"Youwereawork?"



"Yes.Myresidencyprogram isover."

"NomoreDr.Hudson."

"Yes.NomoreDr.Hudson."

Tanyalaughed."Ok.Iwillcallyoulater.Itwouldbe

morningthen."

"Yeah.Thanksforthecall."

***

Seneoparkedhercarawhilelaterthenquickly

changedintothedressshehadboughtearlieron.

Shetookoffhersneakersandputontheheels

beforewalkinginthehouse.Itwassoquiet,she

lookedatthebeautifulsetupwiththecandles.Ryan

walkedinfrom thebedroom thenstoppedstaringat

her.

"Hey..."

"Iam sorryI'm late.Igotheldupatthehospital."

"Itsok.Ifigured.Youarehere.That'sallthatmatters.



Youlookbeautiful."

Seneotwirledwithasmile."ThankyouMr.Mfetane."

Hewalkedoverandhuggedherkissingherneck."Dr.

S.Mfetane."

Seneogiggledwrappingherarmsaroundhim."Feels

great!"

Hekissedherthenpulledoutthechairforherthen

shesatdown.MirrorsbyJustinTimberlakestarted

playing.Seneosmiled.

"Youreallywentallout.Bytheway,Katlocalled.You

didn'ttellher?"

"Idid.Sheknowsbutsheislookingforanargument.

I'm notgivingittoher.Todaywearenotdiscussing

her."Helookedinhereyeswithasmile,herbeauty

keptmultiplyingeachyear.Hesmiledrecallingthe

15yearoldheoncesawasjustalittlesistergoing

tothe21yearoldhefellinlovewiththoughhis

conciousalwaysheldhim back,the22yearoldwho

gavehim adaughter,the24yearoldwhomarried

him andtodaythe31yearoldwhosatbeforehim as

hiswife.Shesmiledathim,agemadeherlookeven



better.

"Wherearethekids?"

"Roseisbabysittingthem forthenight."

Shenodded."Ok."

"Iloveyou.Iloveyouthanwordscanexplain.InyouI

foundasecondchanceinlove.Iwasdonewithlove

butyourestoredbackmyfaithandtodayIcanfreely

sayI'm nothingwithoutyou.Iam sohappyyouare

donewiththathospital,Iswearifyoustayedanother

daylongerthereIwasgoingtopunchthatfool."

Seneolaughed."ThankyoufornotpunchingDr.

Hudson."

"I'm happywearegoingbackhome.I'm happywe

aregoingtostartthisnewjourneytogether.I'm

happyyouarerightbymysidewhereyoubelong."

Seneostoodupandsatonhislap,herheadonhis

chest.

"I'm happyyouaremyhusband.Ithinkwewere

destinedtobetogetherbecauseIcanneverimagine

myselfwithsomeonenotyou."



Hisphonerang,Seneoreachedforitandlookedat

Katlocalling.Shedroppedthecallthenswitchedoff

thephoneandrelaxedinherhusband'sarms.

***

InGaborone,laterthatdayduringlunchhourDitiro

openedKagiso'sdoorseatedinsidethecarthenshe

gotinandleanedoverkissinghim.

"Hey..."

Ditirosmiled."Pregnancylooksgoodonyou."

Shelaughedashedroveoff.Herphonerangas

Ditiroputhishandonherthigh.

"Hello?"

"Hi,it'sAtlang'swife.Canwetalk?"

"Eemma.HowcanIhelpyou?"

"MyhusbandandIwouldliketohaveourson

startingvisitshere."



Kagisosmiled."Sevenyearslaterandyoufinally

rememberthatyourhusbandhasachild?"

"Rememberwhat?Thatyouweresleepingwithmy

husband?Thatyouwantedtodestroymymarriage?

Ifyoudon'twanttocorporate,Iwillmeetyouin

court.Wewanthim tostaywithus."

"Well,takemetocourt.Wewillmeetthere.Afterall

theseyearsyouwanttotakemyson?Youmustbe

smoking."

.

.

.

Don'tforgettoleavealikeandcomment



OppositePolesAttract

#88

AWEEKLATER

KagisowalkedinsidetherestaurantwithDitiroby

herside.ShetookadeepbreaththenDitiroheldher

handastheybothsatdownoppositeAtlangandhis

wife.

AtlanglookedatKagiso'shusbandandtookadeep

breath."Kagiso,thisismywife,Lorraine.Lorraine,

thisisKagisoandherhusband."

KagisoleanedbackonherchairwatchingAtlangall

uncomfortable."Canwepleasetalkaboutwhatwe

areherefor?"

Atlangnodded."Yes.Iwantustotalkaboutourson.

IknowIabandonedhim butIwantthecorrect

myself."



"Youwanttotakemetocourt?"

Heshookhishead."Iam sorryaboutwhatLorraine

said.Iam thewrongone.Ideniedmysonand

abandonedyou.Noamountofapologiescanmake

thatright.Iwanttocorrectmyselfthough.Starting

withhelpingwithhismaintainance.Ialsowantto

appreciateyourhusbandfortakingcareofhim and

playingthefatherroleinhislife.Ihaveseenyour

facebookandIhaveseenthathehasbeenafather

tomyson."

KagisolookedatDitirowhosqueezedherhandthen

sighed."Ihavenoproblem withyouseeingyourson.

Ihaveafewgroundrules.Heisnotgoingtocometo

yourhousetillIam satisfiedbytheprogressyou

havewithhim."

Lorraineclappedherhands."Orataattention

monyanakewena!Whatdoyoumeantillyouare

satisfied?Doyouknowifwetakeyoutocourtthe

judgewillgiveyouandmyhusband50-50custody?

Kengoratagorapelwayana?"

Atlangglaredather."Lorraine!"



Lorrainekeptquietfoldingherarmsandlooked

away.Kagisosighed.

"Youwon'tgethim tillIam alsosureyourvilewife

won'tabusehim.Shelookslikethetypetohateon

stepchildren.Iam notgoingtowatsemytime

talkingaboutthat.Mysonhasexpensesandmy

husbandandIhaveagreedyoucontributeP2500

monthlytohelpuscoverhiscoststoo."

Lorraineraisedhereyebrowsinshock."Waretwo

2500?Youare-"

"Lorraine,onemoreworrdfrom youandyouare

goingtowaitinthecar.Youareannoyingme."

AtlangturnedtoKagiso."P2500isreasonable."

"Ithoughtsotoo.Hegoestoanenglishmedium,he

attendsswimmingclasseswhichcallsforextra

money,hehastohavefoodwhichhepacksto

school,thenannyhastobepaid,therearealotof

expenses."

"Iunderstand."

"Youwillmeethim tomorrowforthefirsttimeandI

willbetheretomakesureitgoessmoothly."



Atlangsmiled."Thankyousomuch.Thankyou."

"Youarewelcome."

Ditiro'sphonerang,hetookouthisphone.

"It'sworkbabe,letmetakeit."

"Wearedonehere.Let'sgo."

KagisostoodupasDitiroansweredthephone

alreadywalkingaway.AtlangwentafterKagiso.

"Hey...Ijustwantedtosaythankyou.Iknowyou

hatemeandIdon'tblameyou.WhatIdidwas

terribleandImadeagreatmistake."

"Iforgiveyou.IlongdidwhenIrealizedthatIwasn't

goingtoletyoupullmedown.Ihavedoneagreat

jobwithoutyou,whenyoufeellikeyouhavehad

enoughthenrun,Iwillbethereforhim justlikeIwas

thereforhim whenyouabandonedhim thefirst

time."

"Iwillneverabandonhim everagain."

"Wewillneverknow.Yourwifelookslikesheis

abouttoexplode.Bye."



Kagisoturnedandwalkedoutgoingtothecar.

Atlangwalkedbacktothetableandangrilylookedat

hiswife.

"Whatwasthat?"

"Soyouaregoingtogiveherthatmuchpower?"

"Kagisoraisedmysonalone!Shedeservesthat

muchrespect!Iam notgoingtoletyouruinthat."

TearsfilledLorraine'seyes."Howdoyouexpectme

tofeel?Youwerecheatingonmewiththatwoman."

"Getoverit!Ithappenedcenturiesago.Iam not

goingtoabandonmychildtomakeyouhappy.Ifyou

can'thandleitthenleave.Thedoorisopen."

***

Katlowalkedinsidethehousefrom work,themaid

immediatelypickedherhandbag.

"Hi..."



Katlosmiled."Hi.I'm sorryI'm late."

"It'sok.Ohbytheway,Zoebrokeyourvase."

Katloclosedheryesandchuckled."Again?"

"Yes.Shewasrunningaroundthehousewet."

"Iam eventiredofshoutingEvelyn.ThischildGod!"

Evelynlaughed."Sheisnaughtybutverysmart."

"Iam notgoingtohither,everytimeIbeather,she

becomessoreddishwithmarks.TothinkIdon't

evenbeatherthatmuch.Mymom alwayscomplains

thatIspoilmykidsbutnowI'm scaredof

discipliningmyowndaughterbecauseapparentlyit's

abuse."

"What?"

"Zoe'steachercalledmeaweekbackandsaidshe

isconcernedaboutZoebecauseshealwayshave

marks.NooneunderstandsmewhenItellthem ifI

hitTsotsothesameway,hedoesn'tgetmarks

becauseheisblack."

"Thekidsoftodayareblessed.Longbackduringour

days,therewasnothinglikeabuse."



Katlolaughed."Tellmeaboutit.IcalledAustinand

toldhim andhelaughed.Iam goingtoliedownfora

bit.Ihaveaheadache."

"IsObrienstillcoming?"

"Yes.IspoketoSeneoyesterdayandshesaidthey

werecomingtoday.Shefinallyexplainedtomethat

theywerestillsortingoutafewthings.Honestly

peoplemakemefeelasifI'm toomuchbutallIask

from SeneoandRyanismorecommunication.Ifyou

sayyouaregoingtocomewithObrienwhenschool

closesthenschoolclosesandyoudon't

communicatewithme,Iam goingtocallaskingand

nextthingtheywanttosayIam toomuch."

Evelynlaughed."Theymakeyoufeellikeyouaretoo

muchbecauseyouusedtobetoomuchthough

thereisnothingwrongwithaskingformoreclarity.I

thinkforyoutobehappyandforObrientobehappy,

youneedtobuildanicerelationshipwithSeneo.

That'swhatIdid.Honestly,Ihadaproblem withthe

newwomanmyexhadsoIwouldalwaysfighther

tillIrealizedformykidstobehappy,Ineededto

establishapeacefulrelationshipwithmyex'snew



wife.IknowyouarelowkeyjealousofSeneoand

trustme,thatisfinebutatthesametimedon'tlet

thatcloudyourjudgement.Youknowshelovesyour

son,youknowshecaresabouthim likeherown

son."

Katlosmiled."Youareright.Hopefullywhensheis

herefulltime,wecanbepeacefulwitheachother."

"Yes.Andyouneedtogetridofthatfriendofyours.I

am tellingyouthisfrom agoodplace.Shecomes

hereuninvited,matteroffact,sheisalwayshereand

heradvisesarejustpurenonsensecomingfrom a

womanwhohatesotherwomen.Youshould

distanceyourselffrom thatorelseyouwilllearnthe

hardway."

"IheardyouEvelyn.Bye!Yourboyfriend'scaris

outside."

EvelynlaughedwalkingoutthenKatlowalkedto

Zoe'sroom whereshewasseatedtearingpapers

whileherlittlebrothercoloredhiscoloringbook.She

turnedandlookedathermotherthenquicklyhidthe

scissorsbehindhersmilinginnocently.



"IfyoukeepmisbehavingIam notgoingtogetyou

thebicycle."

"ButIsaidIwassorry."

"That'snotenoughZo.Youkeepbreakingmamas

things,youaretearingpapers,yourunaroundthe

housebreakingTVs,ifyoukeeplikethatthenforgot

thebicycle.Iwillusethatmoneytoreplace

everythingyoukeepbreaking."

"Iwon'tbreakanythinganymore."

"Iwillsee.Pleaseputawaythosepapersandstart

withyourbooks."

"ButIdidmyhomeworkalready."

Katloclosedhereyesdrained."ReadthatbookI

boughtyouZo."

"Ok."

Katlowalkedoutandwenttoherbedroom where

shekickedoffhershoesandlookedatthewallfora

while.Herphonerang,shetookitoutfrom herbag

andansweredlyingonthebed.

"Babe...Pleasebringsomethingtoeat.I'm tootired



tostartcooking."

Oabonalaughed."Ok.Bytheway,Iboughtthe

puppiesZowanted."

"Soshecankillthem likeshekilledSmurf?"

Oabonalaughed."Babecomeon."

"KanaZoeisjustastoryanahalfbutyoucanbring

them home.Obrienwillbeheretomorrowsoshewill

behave.Shealwaysbehaveswhenhe'saround."

"Ok.I'm onmyway.IsPizzafine?"

"Yes."

"Ok,Iloveyou."

"Iloveyoutoo."

Hehungupthenshesatuprightandtookoffhertop

thenbra.Shebreathedoutrelievedthenlaiddown

closinghereyes.

***



Moitoifinishedpreparingdinnerthenwenttothe

sittingroom whereCliffwashelpingWaronawith

herschoolwork.

"Guys,I'm donecooking."

Clifflookedather."Onesecondthenwearedone."

"Ok."

Shewalkedtoheryoungestdaughter'sroom then

walkedinandfoundherdressing.

"Wame,fast,I'm donecooking."

"Ok."

"Howisschool?"

FiveyearoldWamelookedathermotherandsmiled.

"Fine."

"Ok,isteachernice?"

"Yes.Shemakesussleepandsing."

Moismiled."Ok.Finishupandcome."

Shewalkedbacktothekitchenandstarteddishing

thenputeverythingonthetable.Shetookouther



phonethencalledanumber.

"Hello?"

"HiAzilah..."

"Hey,howareyou?"

"Iam fine.Yourself?"

"I'm good.Ijustwantedtoremindyouaboutthe

familygettogether."

"Iremember.ButunfortunatelymyhusbandandI

won'tmakeit."

"Why?Seneowashappythinkingyouwouldbe

there."

Azilahlaughed."OhIknowbutIalreadyspoketoher.

I'm duesoIcan'tcome.Imightpopanytime.Twins."

"Wow!"

"Iknow.HopefullythenextgettogetherIwillcome."

Moitoisighedsadly."Metoo."

"Iwasreallylookingforwardtoseeingyouall.Just

thatIdon'twanttopopinacrowd."



"Iunderstand."

"Ok.Wellthanksforcalling."

"Bye."

AzilahhunguptheMoismiledasherfamilywalked

in.Theyallsatdownaroundthediningtablethen

heldhands.Zoestartedpraying.

"Fatherwethankyouforthefoodthatmommy

prepared.Wethankyouthatweallsittinghere

happyandhealthy.Amen!"

"Amen!"Everyonerespondedthentheystarted

eatingchatting.

***

Laterthatnight,Obonololaidinbedbesidemmagwe

Junior.Hesighedstaringather.

"ThereissomethingIhavetotellyou."

"What?"



"Somethingthathappenedlongback.Itwasa

mistake.Thebiggestmistakeofmylifeandthe

reasonwhymybrotherandIwerenotclose."

"Whatisit?"

Hesighed."Youcan'ttellthistoanyone.Iam telling

youthisbecauseItrustyouasmywife."

"Youdon'thavetoquestionmyloyaltyObonolo.And

ithappenedbeforeIwasinthepicture.Theonly

thingIcandoisacceptit."

"IhadpromisedmybrotherthatIwouldtakethe

secrettothegravebutIcan'tanymore.Seneoismy

daughter."

MmagweJuniorgaspedlookingathim."What?"

"Yes.Sheismydaughter."

.

.

.
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Thefollowingmorning,Avafinishedhermake-up

thengrabbedthecaponthebedandputiton

holdingherlonghairinplaceandwalkedoutinher

heels.Moneiwalkedoutofherroom withlipstickon

herlips.

“Nomam!Takethatoff.”

“But-“

“Nobuts!Let’stakeitoff.Andhurryup.Youfatheris

waitingforyou.”

Moneiwalkedbacktoherroom andcameout

minuteslaterwiththelipstickgonewhilesulking.

Avasmiled.

“Awesome,let’sgo!”

Theybothwalkedoutsidetoherconvertible.They

gotinthenAvadroveoffjoiningthemildtraffic.A



whilelatershedroveinsideKabo’syardandparked

besideanothercar.Shesteppedoutandwalkedwith

Moneitothedoorthenknocked.Sereletsoopened

andsmiled,herhandoverherbelly.Avasmiled

surprised.

“Ohmy!Ididn’tnoticethat,congratulations!The

sixthedition?Vivatoyou!”

SereletsosmiledstaringatAva’sshortwhite

jumpsuitthenhereyeswentdownherlonglegs.

“Thanks.Hewasn’tplanned.Thelastthreewere,not

thisone.Youlookbeautiful!”

Avalaughed.“Thanks.Ibroughtyourdaughter.”

“HeyNei…”

Moneismiledhuggingherthenwalkedinsidethe

house.Avasmiled.“Imadeherwipeawaythe

lipstick.”

Letsolaughed.“Ok,andyoubroughtmeanupset

daughter.Great!”

“Youwilldeal.”

Kabowalkedoutholdinghisphonethenlookedat



Ava.

“Hey!”

“Hitoyoutoo.Ok,byeLetso,wewilltalk.”

“Yeah.”

AvawalkedbacktohercarandjumpedinasKabo

kissedhiswiferubbingherbelly.Sheshookherhead

stillabutsurprisedthenreversedwithasmileand

droveofftakingherphone.Shedialedanumber.

“Hey…”

Sheblushedatthedeepvoice.“Hi.Iam onmyway.”

“Iam onstandbyreadytoflyyouaway.”

“Ican’twait.”

Shehungupandsteppedontheaccelerator

speedingawaylisteningtoelectroniclovebyBones.

Awhilelatershewasgettinginthehelicopter.Her

hunklookedatherthenkissedher.

“Ready?”

“Flymeaway!”



Helaughed.Minuteslaterthechoppertookoff.

***

Oupasmiledstaringathermother.

“Mama…”

“Ican’tbelieveyouwillbeoutinlessthantwo

months.”

Oupasmiledevenmore.“Metoo.Iam sohappy.I

can’twaittogetmylifetogetherand…Ihavealotof

plans.CEDAapproved.”

“Theydid?”

Oupanoddedhappily.“Theydidmama!Ijusthaveto

goandcollectthefundingandIam readytogetmy

businessofftheground.Icanalreadyseemyself.”

Hermothersmiledemotionally.“Godisfaithful!”

“Iknow.”

“Yoursisterwantedtocomebutsheisscared.”



“Becauseshemarriedmyex?Iam nolongermad.I

am overthat.IhavemovedonbutIdon’tthinkour

relationshipcaneverbethesame.Besidesmenot

lovingTheothatmuchandruiningthingsonmyown,

shewassupposedtobemysister.Whatshedid

showedmethatIcannevertrustherandIdon’t

thinkIwouldwanttokeepsuchapersoninmylife.”

“Sheisstillyoursister.”

“Andshewillforeverbemysisterbutthatisallshe

caneverbe.HonestlymamaIdon’tthinkwecan

everbecloseagain.AndIam goodwiththat.Iam

focusingonthepositivity.”

Hermothersmiled.“Ok.Ijustcan’twaittillyouare

outofhere.”

“Metoo.Ijustwanttomoveon.Eishmama,my

businessideamakemeallexcited.MorereasonI

can’twaittogetoutofhere.Avahasbeenan

inspiration.”

“Sheisagoodwoman.Sheconstantlysendsme

money.”

“Iknow.OutofthatrelationshipwithKabo,Igota



bestfriend.Afriendwhoinfluencespositively.”

“Sheisagoodwoman.”

Oupanoddedthensmiled.“Howareyou?”

“Justhappyyouarecomingbackhome.Icanfinally

sleepatnightknowingyouarefine.”

Oupasmiledemotionallystaringathermother.She

sighedsmilingwithexcitement.Shecouldsmellher

richesalready.

***

KabogotinhiscarwhileSereletsostoodbythecar

door.

“Everythingisdone.”

Kabosmiled.“Thanks,youarelifesaver.Idon’t

knowifIwouldhaveeverpulledoffthesurprisepart

alone.”

Sereletsosmiled.“No,youwouldn’thave.Your

motherisalmosthere.Iwillgowithher.Goandget



thedrinks.Whattimearetheylanding?”

“TheyarewaitingtoboardaplaneinSouthAfrica.

Theywillbehereinlessthantwohours.”

“Ok.Goandgetthedrinksthengotothevenue.

Kagisosayspeoplehavealreadystartedarriving.”

“Ok.”

Hestartedthecarandreversedout,hedrovebackin

assheopenedthedoortogetinthehousethenshe

turnedback.

“Iloveyou.”

Letsosmiled.“Iloveyoutoo.”

Hedroveoutthenshewalkedinsidethehouse

wonderingwhichdressshewasgoingtowear.She

checkedthekidsandmadesuretheywereall

dressedupthenwalkedtoherbedroom whereshe

putonareddress.Shelookedatherselfonthe

mirrorthenherdooropenedandhermotherin-law

walkedinholdingheryoungestchild.Shefrowned

staringatherbump.

“Sereletso,areyoupregnant?”



Sereletsolookeddownashermotherin-lawstared

atherwithdisbelief.

“Ma?”

“Eemma.”

“Soyouaretellingmeinaperiodofsevenyears,

that’syourfourth?”

“Wedidn’tplanhim.”

“Soyoudon’tknowhowtousecontraceptionpillsor

something.What’syourpreventionmethod?”

“IusuallygetmyshotbutIforgotwhen-“

“Youcan’thavekidseveryyear!Youhaveyourson,

youhaveMonei,youhaveBotshelo,thenLerato,this

oneandnowanotherone?Howmanykidsdoyou

want?”

Sereletsolookeddownquietly.

“Ican’tbelievethis.Everyyearyouarebreast

feeding.Whenwillyouenjoyyourlifewithsomuch

kids?Tellme…doyoueverenjoyamomentof

quietnesswithallthesechildren.It’slikeacrèche

here!Kidsleft,rightandcenter.Youaresoongoing



tolookolderthanme.Howdoyoupushoutachild

everyyear?”

Letsofiddledwithherfingers.

“Noman!No!Howdoyou…Ican’tbelieveyouare

pregnantagain.YouhaveanentireVolleyballteam.

Jesus!Youneedtotiethosetubes.Youcan’tbe

havingkidseveryyear.Youandyourhusbandwill

neverenjoyeachotherbecausetherearealways

kidsandyouarealwayspregnant.Whenhestartsto

cheatyoustartcryingwonderingbutthenyouwill

have6kids!6!Sikisi!”

“Iam goingtotiethem.”

“Ican’tbelievethis.It’slikeyouaretestingyourself,

howmanykidscanIpopin7years…Haiino!That’s

thelastone.Ican’tbabysit6kids.Youneedtotie

thosetubesbecauseyoucan’tprevent.Youhave

shockedmetoday.Thatdressisbeautiful.”

Letsosmiled.“Thankyou.Iam almostdone.Ijust

needtodomymakeup.”

Hermotherinlawlookedatherbumpthenshook

herheadandwalkedout.Sereletsoturnedtothe



mirrorstaringatherbump.Shewonderedwhat

peopleweregoingtosayattheparty,shewas

pregnant,yetagain.Shesighed,hermotherin-law

wasright.Shereallycouldn’tbehavingkidsevery

year.Herbabykicked,shesmiledputtingherhand

overherbellythensatdownandstartedapplying

make-uptoherface.((Copyright@2021byFez
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Allrightsreserved:Nopartofthisbookshallbe

reproduced,distributed,orusedinanyform orby

anymeans,electronic,photocopying,mechanically

orotherwise,withoutthepriorwrittenpermissionof

theauthor.Anypersonwhodoesunauthorized

worksinrelationtothispublicationwillbeliableto

criminalprosecution.))

***

Kaboansweredhismother’scalldrivingtoamall

wherehewasgettingthedrinks.

“Mama…”



“What’swrongwithyou?Whydoyoukeepgivingthis

womankidseveryyear?Don’tyouthinksheneedsa

break?”

“Thisoneisourlastone.”

“Kabothatgirlneedstoenjoyherlifetoo,youboth

needtoenjoyyourlives.Howareyoutakingherout

with6kids?What’swrongwithyou?”

“Mama,mywifeandIarefine.Wecantakecareof

ourkidsandIloveher.Iloveherbecauseshegave

mesomuchkids,Iloveherevenmoreandtrustme,

wedoenjoyourlivesbecausewehiredananny.It

allowsustospendtimetogether.”

“Yourfatherhastotalktoyou.Thisisnotnormal.

Whattimeisyourbrotherarriving?”

“Soon.”

“Ok.Wewilltalkthen.”

Hehungupthenparkedthecarandsteppedout.A

womansmiledwalkingpasthim thenturnedand

lookedathim.“Kabo…”

Kabolookedatherconfused.“Hi…”



“Rememberme?”

Hefrowned.“Whoareyou?”

Shelaughed.“From yourbrother’sbachelorparty.

Youtwowerewild.”

.

.
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Hechuckled.“Yeah.Hegotmarriedandheishappy.

Metoo.”

Thewomansmiledthennodded.“Congratulations,

wantmynumber?Iam alwaysfreeforbothofyou

justlikethelasttime.”

“No,wearegood.Niceseeingyou.”

Hewalkedinsidethemallshakinghisheadand

laughedsecondslaterwithdisbelief.



***

Odirileopenedthecardoorforthekidsthenthey

jumpedinwhileTshegowalkedoutinadressand

heels.

“Iwillseeyoulater.”

Odirilekissedher.“Canmymotherhavethem for

tonight?Tonightonly.Tomorrowwecollectthem.I

wantyoutomyselftonight.”

Tshegosmiled.“Ifyoutrustherenoughnottohurt

mykidsbecauseshehatesme,thenit’sfine.”

Hesmiled.“Shewon’t.Trustme.”

“Ok.Letmegoandattendtheparty.”

Hekissedheronelasttimethenshegotinhercar

anddroveoff.Odirilegotinhiscarthendroveofftoo

callingarestaurant.

“Hello?”

“Hi.Iwanttobooktheentirerestaurantforthenight.



FormywifeandI.”

***

KatlowalkedoutofObrien’scleanroom withasmile.

Shetookoutherphoneandlookedatthetime

excitedly.Shestaredatherhusbandandkids

playingwithpuppiesatthebackyardlawnthen

smiled.Shetookoutherphoneandtookpictures.

Withasmile,shepostedthem onherwhatsapp

status,aminutelatershepickedherringingphone.

“Hello?”

“Hey.KanaTshepoisgettingmarried.”

“What?Weren’tyoufixingthings?”

“Iguessnot.Hesentmeamessageinvitingmeto

hiswedding.”

“What?”

Abbylaughed.“Ican’tbelieveallalongIwasthe

side.”



“Iam sorry.”

“Iam juststuckindisbelief.Thenervetoinvitemeto

hiswedding.”

“MaybeyoujustneedtoacceptthatyouandTshepo

willneverbeafamily.Apainfulpilltoswallow.”

“IhadsomuchhighhopesbutatleastIgot

promotedtomanager.”

Katlosmiled.“Congratulations!”

“Yeah.Iam finallybuyingmyselfacar.Iam coming

toGabstonight.Iam goingbackinacar.”

“Iam happyforyou.”

“Yeah,anywayswewilltalk.Justwantedtovent.”

“It’sok.Takecareofyourself.”

Katlohungthensmiledatherfamilyagain,onlyone

personleftforthem tobecomplete.Lord!Wasthat

whathappinessfeltlike?Shecouldn’tstopsmiling,

nottomentionshehadn’tsleptlastnightbecauseof

excitement.



***

AtRyanandSeneo’shouse,Moitoiwalkedinsidethe

kitchenwherethefoodwasbeingprepared.She

lookedatherauntholdingaglassofwinethen

walkedover.

“Iwantaglasstoo.”

Heraunttookoutthealcoholfrom herhandbagthen

Moigrabbedaglassandpouredherself.Heraunt

lookedatherasshetookasip.

“Youlookbeautiful.”

Moismiled.“Thanks,youtoo.”

“Youneedtoletgo.”

“Ma?”

“Youheardme.Letgo.It’stimemybaby.”

Moilookedatheraunt.“Imovedon.”

“Notentirely.Youneedtoletgo.Neoiscoming

today.Thisafreshstart.Foreveryone.Yoursisteris

cominghome.Shedoesn’tneedyouholdingontoa



deadperson.”

“Reaisnotdead.”

“Sheis.Iknowyousobadlywantittobeher.That

girlisnotRea.Sheisyourcousin.ShelookslikeRea

butsheisnotRea.MybabyIknowit’spainful.The

painneverreallygoesawaybutyoucan’tbottleitup,

itwillnevergetbetterthatway.”

TearsfilledMoi’seyes.

Heraunthuggedher.“Letgo.Youhavetoletgo.It’s

time.”

Moitoipressedherlipstogetherasatearrolled

down.“Iam trying.”

“Tryharder.Tryhardermybaby.”

Shenoddedcryingonheraunt’schest.Tshego

walkedinandhuggedthem both.Theyheldeach

otherforawhilethenfinallyletgo.Tshegopoured

herselfaglassasmorepeoplearrived.

“Ican’twaittoseemywhitepeeps!”

Moilaughed.“SeneosaidEiraisthe100%versionof

white.Gatwemoghelisaswhiteascome.”



Theirauntshookherhead.“Kegonegonyobelana

komafatseng.”

MoiandTshegoburstourlaughing.

***

Outside,TanyawalkedinsidethegatewithTrevor.

Shelookedaroundatthedécorwithasmile.

“Iftheytoldmemyevent’scompanywouldbedoing

suchgreatthingsyearsback,Iwouldhavelaughed.”

Trevorlaughed.“Youaregoingplaces.”

Shesmiled.“Iam herebecauseofyoursupport.”

Hekissedhercheek.“Iloveyou.Ihavelovedyoufor

thelongesttimeandIstilldo.Evenmorenowthat

youarerich.”

Theybothlaughedandwalkedin.Trevor’sphone

rangthenhepicked.

“Kabo…”



“Theyarehere.Theygotanearlierflight.Get

everyoneinorder.Theyaredrivingthere.”

“Ok.”

Hehungupandlookedathiswifealreadymingling

around.

“Ok!Everyoneattention!Theyarehere.Let’sgetin

order.”

***

Lea’shusbandstoppedthecarathismotherin-law’s

gatethenLeasteppedoutwiththeirdaughterand

hurriedwithherinsidethehouse.Momentslatershe

gotbackinthecar.

“Babe,let’sgo.Tanyasaidtheyarealreadyhere.”

“Ok.”

Hetookoffthenlookedatherwhileshetriedto

finishoffhermake-up.Hesmiledstaringatherface.

“Youstilllookbeautiful.Iactuallythinkyoulookeven



morebeautifulwithoutmake-up.”

Leapausedthenlookedathim.“Thankyou.”

Hesmiledstaringatheragainthenlookedbackat

theTV.“Istillcan’tbelieveIgottomarryyou.Istill

thinkofwhatyousaidtomethefirsttimewemet.”

Lealaughed.“Youneedtoforgetthat.”

“YousaidIwasboring.”

Shesmiled.“Howcanyoublameme?Allyoutalked

aboutwaschurchandsomeboringthings,Igetit,

wemetatchurchbutyouweretooholybabe.And

youwerequiet.Stillare,Idon’tmindthat.Youare

calm andIlovethat.”

“Iwastryingtogotoheavenbybeingtooholy.”

Leaputhermakeupawaythenwipedherfacewith

make-upwipersandfixedhernaturalhair.She

lookedatherhusband.

“Whatdidyouthinkofmethefirsttimewemet?”

“Confident,sexy,strongwilled,beautiful,kindand

easytolove.Ifellinloveatfirstsight.”



Shesmiled.“Driveabitfaster.Idon’twantustobe

late.”

Henoddedthenincreasedthespeed.

***

MmagweJuniorlookedasObonoloparkedthecar

onthesideoftheroadwhereothercarswereparked.

“Willyouevertellher?”

“No.Ican’t.ButIcanbeabetterfather,abetter

grandfather.”

“Doyouthinkit’sfair?Forher?Sheliveswiththe

painoflosingherparentsbutherfatheristhereright

nexttoher.”

“Mybrotherwasherfather.Icanonlybeafather

insidetheheart,butoutsideIhavetobeanuncle.

That’swhatIvowedtomybrotherafterIbetrayed

him.Andsometimes…sometimesthetruthcauses

moreharm thangood.Let’sgo.”



Theybothsteppedoutandwalkedtowardsthe

house.

***

Attheairport,SeneoheldEira’shandastheywalked

outofSirSeretseKhamaInternationalAirpotwhile

ObrienwalkedinfrontwithJunior,Jadeholdingher

father’shandontheotherside.Theyapproachedthe

carthentheairportstaffhelpedRyanputthebagsin

thebootwhileSeneohelpedthekidsinsidethecar.

ShejumpedinasRyantippedthemanwhohad

helpedhim andgotinthecar.

Shesmiledbreathingin.“Homesweethome!”

Ryansmiledthenkissedher.“Feelsgreat.”

“Tellmeaboutit!Iwanttogoandcheckonmy

schoolbusesandtheclinic,butIthinkweshouldgo

home.Iam exhausted.Wewillseethosetomorrow.”

“Iagree.”

Seneolookedbackatthekidswhowereallsmiling.



HeeyesfellonEirawhowasalsosmiling.Seneo

turnedbacktoRyan.

“Takeushomehusband!”

Hestartedthecaranddroveoff.Seneosmiled

staringatthestreetsofGabsthenturnedtoRyan.

Helockedeyeswithherthenheldherhandgiving

herasqueeze.Shesmiledemotionally.

“Iloveyou.Iloveyousomuch.”

“Iloveyoumorebabe.Iloveyoumorethananything,

thekidsarejustabonustotrapyou.”

Seneolaughed.“Iknewit!Doyouthinkthekidswill

adjustfastenough?”

“Theywillbefine.Imean,lookatJadeandJunior.

Theyaremorethangoodatsignlanguage.Eirais

evenbetter.Kidsadjustandlearnquickly.Theywill

befine.”

SeneolookedatObrienwhowasstaringoutthrough

thewindowwithabigsmile.Sheturnedbackahead

thensmiled,herhandentwinedwithRyan’s.Onthe

radiostation,asongstartedplaying.Seneostarted



singingalongwithAliciaKeys.

Somepeopleliveforthefortune

Somepeopleliveforthefame

Somepeopleliveforthepower,yeah

Somepeoplelivejusttoplaythegame

Somepeoplethink

Thatthephysicalthings

Definewhat’swithin

AndI’vebeentherebefore

That’slife’sabore

Sofullofsuperficial

Somepeoplewantitall

ButIdon’twantnothingatall

Ifitain’tyoubaby



Ifitain’tyou,baby

Somepeoplewantdiamondrings

Somejustwanteverything

Buteverythingmeansnothing

Ifitain’tgotyou,yeah

Ryanlookedatherasshesangthencontinued

drivinghisfamilyhome.

***THEEND***
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