


PROLOGUE

Ikeptmyfocusontheceilingashekepton

pumping,Inolongerfeelanythinginthat

department.Ijustlethimdohisthing,takecontrol

ofmybody,myheart,andmysoultohisgreatest

satisfaction.Atfirstitwasdisgusting,orrather

afterthewholeordealI'dbeverydisgustedwith

myselfbutnowIhavetrainedmymindtonolonger

focusmuchonit.Afterall,there'snothingIcando

aboutit.

Makhathinihasbeendoingthistomefor5years

now,Ibecamehis"wife"afterhiswifedied.He

didn'twanttofindanyoneelsewhilstIwasaround

athishouse.Makhathiniandhiswifeadoptedme

whenIwas10yearsold,Ispentmostofmylifein

anorphanagesomewhereinKwaZulu-Natal.His

wifecouldn'thavekids,bythentheywereresiding

inKznbeforerelocatingtoJohannesburg.Hewas

againstthewholeadoptionthing,hehatedmesince

fromdayone.See,heisaculturalmananddoesn't

takekindlytothemordenwaysofliving,andthatis



adoption.Hecouldn'tunderstandwhyhiswife

couldn'tbearhimanychildren.I'vewitnessedhim

abusingheronadailybasisandshetookitin,the

followingdayshewouldsmileasiflikenothing

happened.Justtokeeppeaceinthehouse.She

diedaterribledeath,shewasbrutallymurderedby

whatwethinkisMakhathini'srival,shenevergot

justicebecausetheperpetratorwasneverfound.

Makhathiniisinthetaxibusiness,backatKznhe

usedtoworkatsomeconstructioncompany,when

thecompanyshutdownhehadmadeenough

moneytogethimselfataxiinJohannesburg.

Roundaboutnow,hehasatleast6taxisandhestill

wantsmore...WhenIbecamehis"wife"attheage

of16,hedidn'thesitatewiththesexualabuse.Ifell

pregnantandhadanabortion,IthinkI'vehad3-4

abortionsthusfaruntilIfoundoutabout

contraception.Acondomisnotevenupfor

discussionwithhim.Hehasmadeslycomments

aboutmenot"fallingpregnant"inactualfact,I

wouldn'tbringachildintothisenvironment.Whatif

Ihaveagirlwithhim,Ifeellikethebabyisgoingto

sufferathishand.Idon'tseehimbeingaloving



father,althoughwelivewithhis14yearold

Daughter.Hehadachildwithanotherwoman,and

hislatewifewaskindenoughtomotherheruntil

shepassedon.Godblessresthersoul..

Bongeka'sMomisinKzn,Makhathinicutoffany

communicationbetweenthem.Itgotharderwhen

weallmoveddownhereinJohannesburg.Afterthe

deathofhiswife,Ihadtoresumetheroleofbeinga

mothertoBongeka.

laidthereandquicklydriftedtoaworldofmyown

thatI'vecreated,onewherethereissomuchpeace.

Imustsay,itkeepsmesane.Hisgroansand

moaninggotabitloudernexttomyear,hisone

handfoundit'swaytomyneckandhechokedme.I

closedmyeyesandtriedsohardtonotgivehim

thesatisfactionthatheishurtingme,thatheis

takingapieceofme.Ihavemasteredtheartof

beingsilent,Idon'tevenmoanIjustkeepveryquiet

exceptformyunstablebreathing.Iwassweating

andsowashe,hismoangotlouderwhilsthishand

wasstillchokingme.Ibitmylowerliptohavethis



overanddonewith,tonightheistakingabitlonger

thanexpected..Ilethimdohisthing,whileIfound

peaceinmyimaginaryworld,aworldwhereallof

thiscrueltydoesn'texist.Iletitonlyexistinmy

realitybutnotinmymentalstate.Hemoaned

louderonelasttimeashecamedeepinsideofme,I

wasgladthatitwasfinallydone.NowIcanbreath...

Iexpectedhimtogetoffimmediatelybuthedidn't,

hestilllaidontopofmeandItookinallhisweight,I

darednottomoveuntilhemoves..Thisismylife,

thishasbeenmylifeforthepast5years,I'm21

yearsoldnowandIwonderhowlongit'sgoingto

takebeforeheeventuallykillsme..
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Idothesameroutineeverymorning.Iwakeupat

4am,prepareMakhathini'sbathandthenmakehim

breakfast.Heisnotabigfanofbread,hewould

rathereatsoftthantotouchbread.Attimes,he



wouldeatyesterday'sleftovers.Whenhetakeshis

bathI'mlefttoironhisclothes,thenwhenhestarts

dressingupIputthebreakfastonthediningtable

andswitchontheTVforthemorninglivenews.

Makhathiniis40yearsold,he'soldenoughtobe

myFatherandyetheisdoingallthesedisgusting

andunspeakablethingstome..

AfterpreparingeverythingIdon'tgobacktobed,

Bongekagetsupat5amandby6:30shehastobe

onherwaytoschool.Sheschoolsabitfarfrom

home,atsomeprivateschool.WhenBongiisgone,

that'swhenIcangobacktobedandrest...Imade

mywaytohimwithadishclothsothathecanwipe

hishands,bynowhehadmovedfromthenewson

TVtoreadinganewspaper..

Him:Anyplansfortoday?

Me:Ineedtogobuygrocerieslateron

Heclearedhisthroat..

Him:Uzoshayaucingo(you'llcallme)



I'mnotallowedtogoanywherealone,orshouldI

sayanywherefaralone.Icanroamaroundthehood

thathehasnoproblemwithbecausehehasalmost

everyeyewatchingme,andifIwannagototown

hewillsendoneofhisboystotakeme..He

providesformeverywellthatIwon'tlie,hebuysme

clothesandeverythingbutallofthatisnotworth

thepainthatheputsmethrough..

Iheardhimmakinghiswayintothekitchen,my

heartalmoststopped.Iwasshakingwhilewashing

lastnight'sdishes,Iamdeadscaredofthisman.I

felthimstandingbehindme,hewasstandingvery

closetome

Him:Ngizokubonangeskhathi(Iseeyoulater)

Me:Yebo

Hekissedmeonmycheekwhilegrabbingmyass,I

stoppedwhatIwasdoingforamoment.ThenI

heardhimwalkingaway,nowIcanfinallybreath...

Ilookedatthetimeanditwas4:45,Iprepared

Bongeka'sbath.



Bongekaisaverygoodchild,wegetalongvery

well..Iknockedtwiceinherroom..

Me:Bongi

Shsdidn'tsayanything.Iknockedagaintwiceand

thenIopenedthedoor,shewasstillfastasleep.

GettingBongioutofbedinthemorningsisvery

difficult,especiallywhenit'scold.AttimesIliterally

havetodragheroutofbed.Myrelationshipwith

herisverygood,sheisveryrespectfulandI'm

gratefulforthat.Sheisawareoftheabusethat

goesdownunderthisroof,Makhathinidoesn'teven

careabouthisDaughter'smentalstate.I'venever

cameacrosssucharuthlessandcruelman..She

rubbedhereyes..

Me:Wakeuporyou'llbelateforschool

Her:IthinkI'msick

Me:Nicetry..Yougoingtoschool,endofstory

Iwalkedouttopreparesomethingforher,atleast

she'snotcomplicated.Sheeatscereal,andImake

heralunchboxthatshetakeswithtoschool.As

soonassheleaves,I'llgetmymuchneededrest....



Iwaswokenupbyaknockatthedoor,weliveinthe

hood.Ina6roomhouse,it'sniceIcan'tcomplain.

Wehaveanalarmsystem,onlybecauseour

previousdogattackedthemetermansowehadto

takeittoSPCA.Icheckedthetimeanditwas11am,

IhadtwomissedcallsfromMakhathini.Justwhen

Iwasabouttogathermystrengthandgetoutof

bed,Iheardthekitchendooropening..

Makhathini:Noli!!!!(shouting)

Thatwasn'tgood,thatwasn'tagoodsign.He

stormedintothebedroomwithhisguninhishand,

outoffearIsatupstraight..Hegavemeavicious

look..

Him:KuniniuBaneleakokota?(Banelehasbeen

knocking)

Me:Imusthaveoverslept

Him:Toapointwhereyoudidn'tevenhearyour

phoneringing?

Me:It'sonvibration



Him:Noliungisusaemsebenziningentoengekho?

(Youmademeleaveworkfornothing)

Me:NgiyaxolisaZulungekekuphindekwenzeke(I'm

sorry,itwon'thappenagain)

Him:ForyoursakeIhopenot

Banelemust'vebeenknockingforaverylongtime,I

thinkheendedupcallingMakhathinithinkingthat

somethingiswrong.Iexhaledinreliefwhenhe

walkedoutandIgotoutofbedtotakeabath..

IwenttotheloungeandIheardthemtalking

outsideonthestoep,Hewasscoldinghim..Alotof

peoplewouldaskwhyIhaven'tranaway?Itried

thatsituationandhefoundme.Ididn'tgetfar

becauseIdidn'thaveanyonetoruntoo,yesIhada

bitofmymoneyIcould'vecheckedmyselfintoa

lodgeforawhilebutMakhathinifoundmeandI

paidheavilyforthat.Heevenstoppedgivingme

hardcashasapunishment,Baneleisgoingtobe

theonepayingforeverything..



Itookoffmynightgownandturnedtothebigmirror

onthebathroomwall,Istillhavethebruisefrom

lastweek.Mymindquicklytookmebacktothat

night,Ihadgoneouttothelocalshopabitlateand

delayedsoomuchthatwhenImadeitbackhome

MakhathiniwasthereandhethoughtthatIhad

goneouttoseesomeone.Hebeatmeup,Icould

stillfeelthesoleofhisshoeagainstmyskin.Icried

andbeggedhimbuthewentonuntilhewas

convincedthatIhadbeenpunishedenough..A

knockdisturbedme,Iquicklywipedmytearsand

woremygownagain..

Makhathini:Noli

Iwentandopened..

Him:uBaneleuneR2000,uzothengakonke

okufunayo(StickshasR2000withhim,you'llbuy

everythingthatyouneed)

Me:Ngiyabonga(Thankyou)

Hiseyeswentdownonme,heloweredmygown

exposingmynipple.Heplayedwithhisthumb

aroundmynipple..Iclosedmyeyes.



Him:Iwillcallyouwhenyouintown

Me:Okay

Hefixedmeandthengavemeakiss,hethenleft.I

lockedandleanedagainstthedoorwithmyeyes

closed,Iwaitedformyhearttobeatnormalagain.

Lordknowshowmuchthismanscaresme...

.
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TheInyanga(traditionalhealer)thatMakhathini

goestoomustbeverypowerful.Thismanisfeared

bythecommunity,respectedbyothertaxidrivers

andtaxiowners.Icansayhegetsawaywith

everythingthathedoes.I'vestumbleduponalotof

muthi(traditionalherbs)inthehouse,I'msurehe

usesthatukuziqinisa(tomakehimselfpowerful).

HealsowearssomebraceletsthatIreallydon't

understand.Iwonderifhewilleverpayforhissins

oneday...



Ilikegoingouttothemall,attimesIforceBaneleto

drivemetoamallthat'sfarfromourhoodjustsoI

cangetfreshair.I'malwayscoopedupathome

beinga"housewife".Hedoesn'twantmetowork,he

toldmestraightthatIdon'tneedajobwhenhe

providesforme,everythingIwantIgetsowhatdoI

needajobfor?DidImentionthatheisvery

insecure?Herandomlychecksmyphonetoseeif

I'mnotchattingtoaguy.Atleastheallowedmeto

completemyMatric,Ipasseditverywell.IthoughtI

wasgoingtocontinuemaybegototertiarybuthe

shutthatdreamquicklybymakingmeastayat

home"wife".

Asthecarmoved,Ifocusedontheview.The

beautifulhousesthatwepassed,theweatherwas

sunnyandIenjoyedtheride.Ienjoyedday

dreamingaboutalifebetterthanthisone..Igota

textmessagefromhim:

"Anikafiki"..(Youhaven'tarrived)



Iswallowedfirstbeforereplying..

"Asikafiki"..(Nowehaven'tarrivedyet)

Ilookedatmyphonewaitingforhisreplybuthe

didn'treply,Iputmyphoneonmythigh..

Banza:Ngiyaxolisaumangikufakeenkingeni(I'm

sorryifI'vecausedanytroubleforyou)

DespiteeverythingthatI'mgoingthrough,Idon'tlet

itchangeme.I'mahumble,friendly,andloving

person.Idon'tallowMakhathinitochangethat..I

smiledathimashewaslookingatmethroughthe

rearviewmirror..

Me:Ungabineworry(Don'tworry)

Hesmiledandconcentratedontheroad.....

Banzabroughtmebacktorealityfromaworldof

myown,whenIlookedoutofthewindowitwas

damnbusy.Taxisherewerejustdrivingasiflike

therewerenoroadrules,they'lljustcutinand

pretendlikenothinghappened.Idon'tseemyself

drivinginthisplace,I'llfreezeandthengetstuckin



themiddleoftheroadcausingnothingbut

disturbancetotheotherdrivers..

Banza:Sesifikile(wearehere)

Hewaswaitingformetogivehimanorder..Tobe

honestI'mnotquitefamiliarwithPretoria,it's

literallymyfirsttimebeinghere.Ilookedaround,it

wasverycrowdedandIwasgettingabitdizzy,it

lookssocomplicatedwheretofromhere?Banza

wasjustdrivingaroundwaitingforanorder..

Me:Idon'treallyknowthisplaceBanza,let'sdrive

arounduntilwefindsomething..

Him:YesMam'

Wewereinhisconquest,suchanoldcarbutitgot

ushere.Idon'tknowwhyMakhathinididn'tgivehim

hisBMW320i,it'sa2015model..Makhathini'scall

camethrough,Ianswered...

Me:Zulu

I'vegottenusedtocallinghimthateversinceI

steppedfootinhishousewhenIwas10,atfirsthe



hateditbecausehecouldn'tloveachildthatwas

nothis.AstimewentonandIgrewuptobea

youngwoman,heeventuallyaccepted.Wehavean

oddrelationship,attimeshetreatsmelikeachild,

hereprimandsmelikeonetoo.Ithinkwehavekept

theFatherandDaughterrelationshipstrongerthan

the"wife"and"husband"relationshipthatwehave.I

amnothiswifelegally,hejustmademeoneright

offthebat.

Him:Anikafikinamanje?(Younotthereyet)

Me:Sesifikile(Wehavearrived)

Him:Namhlanjewhynithatheiskhathi?(Whydid

youtakelongtoday)

Me:SisepitoriZulu

Idarenotcallhimbyhisfirstname,unlessIwant

trouble..

Him:ePitori?NidlulezonkeizitolonayaePitori?(Pta?

YoupassedallthesestoresandwenttoPta)

Iswallowed,Icould'veliedbutI'mnotaverygood

liar.Heknowshowtosuckthetruthoutofme..



Him:KwenziwaniengakaePitori?(What'sbeen

donethere)

Ididn'tknowwhattosay,Iheardsomeonecalling

him..

Him:Sizoyixoxakahlelendaba(Wewilldiscussthis

matterfurther)

Hehungup..Itwassuddenlyquietinthecar,hehas

justmademeuncomfortablewiththatstatement.I

sawBanzapullinguptowhatlookedlikeamallor

something..

Him:Mhlambeleungayijabulela?(Maybeyou'lllike

thisone)

Inodded..

Me:NgiyabongaBanzaThankyou)

Hegotoutfromhissideandcametoopenthedoor

forme,Igotoutandheclosedthedoor...

.
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KELSOBHEMBE(KB)

WewereparkedinanAlleyobservingCarlosashe

madetheexchangewithaguywearingasuit....

Me:WherethefuckisStallion?

Sole:RelaxKels

Myphonevibrated,Icheckedit.Itwasacallfrom

Prison..

Me:EishnotnowTyma!

Sole:Howistheoldman?

Ilookedathim..

Me:Wearefuckeninthemiddleofscrewingup

Carlosandyoureallywannatalkaboutmyfather?

Sole:I'mjustpushingtime

Me:Pushtimebywatchingpornandjerkingoff!



LeadusSole,bethefuckencaptainofthecum

squad!

Sole:Whatthefuckiswrongwithyou?

Ikeptquiet..

Me:IfthatsonofaseabiscuitStalliondoesn't

showup!IswearI'mgoingtofuckhimup!

Sole:He'shere

Me:It'sabouttime!

WebothgotoutofthecarasStallionparkedbehind

us..

Me:Wherethefuckhaveyoubeen?

Iwalkeduptohiscarandopenedthedoorthen

draggedhimout..

Me:Youthinkthisisfuckengame?

Iputmyfootonhisneck..

Me:Youthinkweheretoplay?

Sole:KelscutitoutMan!

Hepushedmeoff..



Stallion:AlwaysapleasureKels

Me:I'llfuckencutyourballsrightnow!

Sole:Stopthisnonsense!Carlosisgoingtoget

away!

WeallmadeourwaytoCarlos,wetookoutour

guns.Hespottedusandtriedtomakearunforit,

butwehadalreadytailed..

Me:Don'tmakemefuckenshootyouCarlos!Your

brainsonthegroundwon'tbeappetizing

Carlos:Kelswhatisthisnow?

SoleaimedhisgunattheClient..

Sole:PleaseputyourmotherfuckenhandswhereI

canseethemSir

Theclientputhishandsonhishead..

Sole:Perfect!

Me:Mymymy..YousneakyItaliansly!Whatdowe

havehere?

Iopenedthebriefcasethatwasontopofthe

bonnet..



Carlos:That's50grandbutit'snotforCarlos

Stallionwenttocheckforanyweaponsinthecar.I

closedthebriefcaseandmademywaytoCarlos..

Me:Let'stalkforasecond

Iputmyarmoverhisshouldersandwestarted

walking..

Me:Carlosthisismyterritory,I'vewarnedyou

before

Carlos:It'sjustacleantransaction,Carlosdoing

businesshere

Me:Nowyourbusinessismine!I'mkeepingallthis

paper

Him:NoKelsdon'tfuckupCarloslikethat,it'snot

mymoney!It'sCosaNostra'smoney

Me:WelllethimknowthatIconfiscatedit

Him:Youdon'twanttroublewithCosa,he'san

ItalianGod.Youdon'twannastarttroublewiththe

ItaliansverydangerousSonsofbitches

Me:Idon'tcareifhewasstraightfromthedevil's



asshole!ThisismyterritoryandI'mkeepingthe

money!

Him:WhyyoukeepcreatingproblemsforCarlos?I

thoughtwewerefriends

Me:NoIthoughtwewerefriends!YouandmeI

thoughtweweretightmorethanavirgin'shole!But

hereyouarebreakingmyvirgin'shymenCarlos..

She'sbleedingandthere'snoturningback

Him:Virginscanturntowhores

Me:Notifyouanalfuckthem,andrightnowI'm

analfuckingyouwithnolube!Getafuckentoilet

paperbecauseyougoingtoshitonyourpants!

Ilookedattheboys,thentheywalkeduptous.Ihit

Carlosatthebackofhishead..

Me:Ihopeyouenjoyedbeingfucked!

NONGCEBOKHUMALO

Ilearnedthatwewerewalkinginsidethesunnypark



shoppingcenter.Itwasbreathtaking..

Me:ThisisbeautifulBanzawouldn'tyousay?

Him:Itis,I'mgladyousmiling

Me:Adifferentenvironmentforachange

Wemadeourwaytocheckers,hetookthetrolley..

Banza:BugdetR2000

Me:Noted

Myphonevibrated,Itookitout.ItwasMakhathini.

Myheartdropped.

Iansweredandasongwasplayinginthe

background...

"AwungitsheleNomusawamiwenangathandana

nawewangibhanqanabangakinaawungitshele

Babebathathu

Kwakungameleukuthiningibhanqenabantu

abaningingobananiniyazikulomhlabakunezifo

kwakumelenithandeminangedwa"



Itwasironicthathewouldbeplayingsuchasong

rightatthismoment..

Him:Makhumalo

Me:Zulu

Hecallsmethatwhenheistryingto"humble

himself".I'mgladtheyneverchangedmyMartenal

surnamewhenImovedinwiththem..

Him:Angifuniminanawesixabane(Idon'twantus

tofight)

Iwaitedforhimtocontinue..

Him:EngakaePitoriMkamyini?(What'sinPretoria

mywife)

Me:Ijustwantedfreshairthat'sall,didn'tmeanto

comeacrossdisrespectful

Him:UbungashonganiizoloukuthiuzoyaePitori

(Whydidn'tyoumentionlastnightthatyouwillbein

Pta)



Me:Ngiyaxolisa(I'msorry)

Him:Angifuninjeukuthisilwiseintoengasile(I

don'twantusfightingovernonsense)

Me:Wewon'ttaketime

Him:Youwon'ttaketime?AyikhoeNextdooriPitori

Makhumalo(Ptaisnotnextdoor)

Me:NgiyezwaZulu(Ihearyou)

Him:GiveBanzathephone

Me:Ngicelaungalwinayebandlayiminaonecala

Zulu(Pleasedon'tfightwithhim,Iamthewrong

one)

Him:LingawalixoshweyizinkukhuMakhumalo

wenaumelaenyeindonda(thesunwillfalldown

beforeyoudefendanotherman)

Icouldsensetheangerinhisvoice..

Him:Niyakitazanaemakhoneniyini?(Doyouguys

tickleeachotherinprivate)

Me:ChaZulu(No)

IpassedthephonetoBanza..



Banza:Makhathini...

Banzalookedatme..

Banza:YeboZulu

Hehandedmebackthephone..

Me:Zulu

Him:NgingalibangisaePitorimanjengikumoshele

usuku!Ngingathingikhulumanawebesewena

unikaUBanzaUcingo(Iwilldrivedownthereand

ruinyourday,don'tevergiveBanzathephonewhen

I'mtalkingtoyou)

Me:NgiyezwaZulu(Ihearyou)

Iknowthisisgoingtogoonandon..

KELSOBHEMBE(KB)

Sole'sgolfwasparkedinsideMaGumede'syard.I

parkedmineatthegateasStallionparkedonthe

othersideofthestreet.Idrivearedgolf,Soledrives

awhiteone,andStalliondrivesacharcoalone.In



thehoodtheyknowus,wemakeastatement..

MaGumedehasallowedustorentheroutside

rooms,wejustrentingtwoofthemforbusiness.

Shewassweepingtheyardaswegotoutofthecar..

Werespectfullymadeourwayin...

Wepayheralotforthoserooms,withherstateof

financeshedidn'tturnusdown.Shewaswearing

herpinkgown,stillhadtracesofcalamineonher

face.Itwasprettyclearthatshehasn'ttakena

bath..

Me:MaGumede

Her:Awwwyangenaimali(moneyjustenteredmy

yard)

Thiswomanhas3daughters.Theyallnotworking

andtheyallhavebabies,thelastbornevenhas2

babiessotheystrugglingfinancially.Shehassince

triedtohookmeupwithherfirstborn..

Me:Ngekesithatheiskhathi(wewon'ttakemuchof

yourtime)



Her:Awungithifafangeyamagwinya(CanIhave

moneytobuyvetkoeks)

ItookoutmywalletandtookoutR100fromit,she

droppedthebroom..

Her:AweMa..YadlaintombiyakwaGumede

liphumanjeekuseni

Sheliftedupherlegandthenwhenshebroughtit

backtotheground,shefellflatonherbutt..

Sole:Wtf?(Whispering)

Soleiscoloured,hedoesn'tunderstandthis

tradition.Stallionhelpedherup..

ShetooktheR100fromme..

Gumede:Kodwaungivelelaphinganeyakwa

Bhembe(Wheredoyoucomefrom)

Weleftherlikethatalldramaticthenwemadeour

waytotheback.Lazolawasdoinglaundry,herbig

breastswerefallingoutfromherbra.HerSonwas

playingaround..

Me:Lazo



Shegotupandfixedherself..

Shslookeddownandsmiled..

Her:Kels

Solenoddedather..

Stallion:Lazo

Lazo:Stallion

Shewipedherhands..

Her:I'llgetyouguysthekey

Me:Sharp

LazoistheonethatMaGumedehasbeentryingto

hookmeupwith..

.

Tobecontinued
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NONGCEBO



Whenweredonewithgroceries,Banzasuggested

thatwegogetsomethingtoeat.

DespiteMakhathini'stantrum.Ireallyenjoyedthis

outing..

Banza:uSharp?

Ismiled..

Me:I'mokayjustworriedaboutyou

Him:I'mmoreworriedaboutyou

(Silence)

Him:Nongcebowhyhaven'tyoupoisonedhim?

Ilookedathim,thisistheveryfirsttimehehas

suggestedsomethingsovile.Helookedatme

hopingtogettheanswerhewantstohear..

Me:HerandomlymakesmetastethefoodIdishup

forhim.PlusIamnotakiller,Mam'Gladyswould

turninhergraveifIdosomethinglikethat

Him:Soyougoingtolethimruinyourlife?You

deservebetter.Youverybeautifulandyoudeserve

amanthatcanloveyoubetter.Heknowsthathe



hasfoundajewelinyou,hewillneverfindanother

womanasbeautifulandhumbleasyou

Helaughed..

Him:Atthetaxiranktheyalwayswonderingwhy

youwentforhim,mosttaxidriversthinkyougold

digginghim

Me:It'seasierforpeopletotalkwhentheydon't

knowyoursituation

Him:Iwishtherewassomethingwecando

Me:Ibelievethatonedaythingswillgetbetter.I

don'twantyouriskingyourlifeforme

Him:Ican'tsitbyandlethimdothistoyou

Me:itwouldbeasacrificegoneinvainifhekills

youandmeboth

Henodded..

Me:PlusI'mnotlookingforamantosaveme,I

don'twannagofromMakhathinitomyfatebeingin

anotherman'shands.Iknownotallmenarelike

him,butIwouldreallyliketohavemyfreedomand

bemyownPerson.GettoknowNongceboonce



more,mylifehasbeencontrolledbyhimforsolong

Idon'tevenknowhowitfeelsliketoliveforme.I

don'tknowwhatIlike,Idon'tknowwhatIhate.I

don'twannabedependentagain,Iwannabemy

ownwoman

Hesmiled..

Him:Iunderstand

KELSO(KB)

WewerechillinginMaGumede'syardjustlistening

tomusic.EatinganddrinkingCoronabeer.Imet

SoleandStallionbackinmyhighschooldays,my

fatherwantedadifferentlifeformesoheputmein

aprivateschool.Wewereverynotorious,webroke

theschoolrulesalotoftimesandwewereexpelled

allthetime.Whentheyexcludedmeingrade10,I

didn'tseemyselfgoingbacktoschool.Myfather

wantedmetoswitchschoolsbutIwasavery

troublingteensoIgaveuponschool.Stallionand

Solewecontinuedbeingfriends,theywouldvisit



myhoodalotandtheylikedthekasivibe.

Wethendecidedtotakethisrouteandgetuptono

good.Atfirstitwasjustforfun,justathrill,justa

daregame!Irememberwefirstrobbedsomeguy

aroundherejustforfun,andwhenwegotaway

withit.Westarteddoingmoreandmoreofthat.

Robbingpeopleofcellphonesandmoney.The

dreamdidn'tlastthatlong,wegotarrestedbutlater

onpardonedbecausemyFatherrantheprisonand

hehadcontacts.Sole'sParentsdisownedhim,after

alltheprivateschoolwasexpensive.Solemoved

downherewithmeandmyfamilyashedidn'thave

anywhereelsetogo,sotopreventjustsittingand

doingnothing.Wedecidedtodopettycrimes.Being

thesonofthemostnotoriouscriminalcamein

handy,wewereabletogetawaywitheverything.

WhenStallionsawthatthislifemightworkforus,

healsodroppedoutingrade11thenjoinedus.He

wasn'tdisownedthough.Itwasn'teasytogetwhere

wearetoday,andwenotwhereweareasyet.Our

biggestheistwaswhenwerobbedaafidelitytruck,



evenwiththatwewerejusttryingourluckandour

luckworked.Werobbeditinthemostquiettownin

anotherprovince,andwhenweweren'tfoundthe

casewentcold.Thatwasyearsagobutwestill

enjoyingthefruitsofourlabour,that'swhywe

haven'tresortedtoamajorheistasyetbutthen

unfortunatelywithgangstersmoneyforusisnever

enough..Iwouldn'taskforabettercrew,these

motherfuckersaremybrothers.

Solemovedawayfromthehood,heislivingintown.

SoisStallionbuttheyliveabitfarfromeachother.

Ididn'tmoveaway,myGrandmotherandmyniece

theymeanalottomeandIdon'twannaleavethem

justasyet..

StallionandIsangalongtothecurrentsongthat

wasplaying..

Us:"NjengoZamnoKhensaniang'funisijolesize

sishade,ngizok'dlisafreshsaan'nevermindmy

dangerouslifestyle"



Webothlaughed..

ItrustSolemorethanItrustStallion.See,Soleis

chilledandStallionisahumbledangerous

motherfucker,agreensnakeinagreengrassthat

youwillneverseecominguntilitbitesyou..

Londiwewalkedin,LondiweisSole'sgirlfriend.

Theyhavebeendatingforawhilenow,eversince

fromwhenSolewasstilllivinghereandwewere

stilltryingtofindourwayinthegangsterworld.

She'sbeautifulbutjustlikeStallionIdon'ttrusther,

she'sfuckingupmyboy.She'sthequiettype,the

typeyouwouldneverthinkcangetuptonogood.

Solegotupasshemadeherwaytous

Sole:Heybabe

Theyhuggedandkissed.

Londi:Kels

Me:Ngwana

ShelookedatStallion..

Her:Stallion

Stallion:Londi



ShesatonSole'slap.Ihavemysuspicionsthat

StallionandLondiarefucking..

MaGumede'slastborncamethroughdancing..

Her:"AngikuunderstandiMzeke"

Shestarteddancinginthemiddle.Unlikehersisters,

thisoneisverywild.Stallioncouldn'ttakeseeing

LondisittingonSole'slap,hegotupandstarted

dancingbehindSihle.

Stallion:"Uyidarkdindilam'angifuniufakeiMakeup,

ngiyokuthathangikumikiseabiskob,

ngizokuthengelaamakotawaselubedu"

StallionstartedsqueezingSihle'sass,IsawLondi

gettinguncomfortablewiththat.Thishasjust

confirmedmysuspicionsagain..

NONGCEBO

IreallyenjoyedmyoutingwithBanza,nowitwas

timetogobackhome.BanzawasdrivingandIwas

sittingattheback,ashewasplayingasongand



startedsingingalongbusystealingglancesatme.

Thishasbecomeourfavouritesong,Healways

playsittochangemymoodwhenheisdrivingme

somewhere..Icouldn'tholdbackIstartedsinging

along..

Me:"Comeifyougotrealloveforme"

Him:"velenginalouthando"

Me:"Stayawayifyougotgamesandtricksforme"

Him:"Izanayo"

Me:"Iwantamanthatmeanseverythinghesays,

andnotaboyfulloftricks"

Helaughed..

Him:"Ayeye"

Me:"Idon'tbelieveinmagic,Ibelieveinlove

everlasting.Icanunderstandthathoudiniwasa

greatmagician,hecouldalockfromanyposition.

Ohhbutmyheartisnothinglikethoselocks.."

Him:"AyymaanNjengoZamnoKhensaniang'funi

sijolesizesishade,ngizok'dlisafreshsaannever

mindmydirtyoverall"



Ilaughedoutloud,atleastheknowshowtomake

melaugh.Ienjoyspendingtimewithhim,hemakes

meforgetaboutmycruelhomelife...

.

Tobecontinued
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NONGCEBO

WhenI'mchillingindoorsandbored,Iusuallyvisit

Facebooktoreadsomestories.Theykeepmebusy

andtheyverynice.Theymakemeescapemyreality

forawhileandkeepmymindbusy.Myaccount

doesn'thaveaprofilepicture,Ididitsothatwhen

Makhathinichecksmyphonehewon'tfindany

inboxesfromguysorromanticcommentsundermy

photos.Atleastthatkeepsthepeacebetweenus.

Iloveromance,makesmenotwanttogiveupon

lovenomatterhowdifficultmysituationis.Ibelieve



there'sstillafewgoodmenoutthere..Myreading

wasinterruptedbyBongeka'sphonecallcoming

through.

Ianswered..

Me:Hello

Her:Mamncane

Me:What'sthematter?

Her:I'mattheNurse'soffice,pleasecallDadto

comeandpickmeupI'mnotfeelingwell

Me:What'swrongNana?

Her:Periodpains,I'mevenvomiting.Heisnot

pickingup

Me:Okayletmecallhim

Icalledhimbuthedidnotpickup,Ithencalled

Banza..

Him:Hello

Me:CanyoupleasegoandfetchBongekaatschool,

she'snotfeelingwell



Him:Okay..I'monmywaythere

Me:Thankyou

IhungupandcalledBongeka..

Me:NanaBanzaiscomingtogetyou

Her:Okaythankyou

WhenIwasdonewiththecallIclearedthecallI

madetoBanza,I'mnotsupposedtocallhimIdon't

wantZulugoingcrazyonme.

KELSO(KB)

IlookedatLindoitwasjustMeandher.Solewent

totakeapissandStallionleftafewminutesago.I

lookedatherandIthinkthatwasmakingher

uncomfortable..

Me:Leoyenzayoijindestraight(Youshouldstop

whatyoudoing)

Her:Whatareyoutalkingabout?



Me:Uyazi(Youknow)

(Silence)

Me:Solelovesyouandyougoingtohurthim

Her:Idon'tknowwhatyoutalkingabout

Isplashedmybeeronherlegs..

Me:Ungangenziislimawena(don'tmakemeafool)

Shelookeddown,myphonerang.ItwasmyBaby

MamaAmandabutwecallher"Power".

Igotupandwalkedawaytoanswerthephone..

Me:Muntuza

Her:uBusy?

Me:Notexactly

Her:Canyoupleasecomegetme,Iwannagoto

town

Me:iTaxiiyenzelwenikanti?(whataretaxisfor)

Her:I'mgoingwithHakeem

Ilookedatthetime..



Me:Canwegolater?Iwannagohomeandliedown

abitI'vehadafewbeers

Her:Okay

Me:Ngiyak'thandayezwa?(Iloveyou)

Her:Mxm..ByeKelso

Shehungup..

PowerandIwewereapowercouplebackwhenwe

wereTeens.Thingsdidn'treallyworkoutbetween

ussowecalleditquitsthengotbacktogetheragain.

Wewerejustonandoffbutnowit'sbeenawhile

sincewehaven'tgottenbacktogether.Thingswere

hecticwhenshewasstillpregnant,weusedtofight

alot.Powerisverystubbornanddifficult,sheused

tochallengemealotsoonetimeIlostitandgot

physicalwithher.Shewas5monthspregnant,she

almostlostourbabyandsincefromthenshe

doesn'twannagivemeanotherchance.

NONGCEBO



IwaitedforthemasMakhathini'sphonecallcame

through..

Me:Zulu

Him:Kwenzenjani?(what'sgoingon)

Me:WhenBanzidroppedmeoffIreceivedacall

fromBongeka,she'snotfeelingwellsoBanzais

gettingher.Wetriedcallingyou

Him:Sebafikile(aretheyalreadythere)

Me:Cha...

Him:I'monmyway,preparesomethingforme

Me:Okay

Hehungup..

KELSO(KB)

IdrovestraighthomeafterPower'scall.Iwantedto

laydownabitbeforegoingtotown..



MyFatherfellinlovewithawomanthathethought

hecouldbuildahomewith.MyMotherwasavery

goodgirlandcamefromareligiousbackground.

Shewashomegroundedandhardlywentout,

alwaysindoorsandstudying.Idon'tknowhowthey

metbecausesheisfromadifferenthoodandmy

Fatherwasjustmessedup.Hewasahardcore

criminalandpartoftheinfamousgang,the28s..He

wasreallytakenbymyMother,andmymotherwas

takenbyhimtoo

Itwasaperfectlovestory,andhedecidedtothink

withhisheartandnothishead.HetoldmyMother

everythingabouthimselfandthegang,stillmy

Motherwantedtobewithhim.

DespiteherfamilyhatingmyFathersheforcedto

bewithhim,thenshefellpregnantwithmySister.

Thingswerestillrockybetweenthemandlateron

shefellpregnantwithme.Dadstilltookherto

schoolbecauseherfamilymadeherchoose,and

shechoselove.Thingsstartedgettingabithectic

forherwhenmyFatherstartedgettingarrested



busygoinginandoutofjail,shehadtoendurethe

hardshipsofbeingasingleMother.Moneywas

thereyesbutmyFatherwashardlythere..Whenmy

Fatherwasreleased,shemadehimchoose.He

choseusandwalkedawayfromthegang.Istill

don'tknowhowtheylethimgojustlikejustthat

withoutanyrepercussions.Helookedafterus

whilstmyMotherwentontoobtainherlawdegree,

bythenshehadchanged.Shewashardlyaround

andshewasalwaysfightinghimhimOnlyformy

Fathertofindoutthatshehadfellinlovewith

someoneelse,hewasalsodoinglaw.MyFather

wentcrazy,hewantedtokilltheguybutmyMother

didtheunthinkable.SheturnedmyFatherinby

Snitchingtothepoliceabouteverything,asiflike

thatwasnotworseenoughsheturnedstate

witnessandtestifiedagainsthimjusttokeephim

lockedawaytosaveher"Lover".Shewastheone

whohadhimputawayforalongtime,he'snever

comingout..

Mymotherwaslookingforwardtomakingpeace



withherfamilynowthatmyfatherwasnolongerin

thepicture,herfamilyforgaveherafterfindingout

thatshebetrayedmyFather.Theymadehertogive

usup,that'swhenwecamedownheretolivewith

ourPaternalGrandmother.Sincefromthen,we

neverheardfromher.Thatsituationaffectedmy

Sistergreatly,shewantedthatMotherandDaughter

relationshipandMomwasn'tthere

Momdidn'twantanythingtodowithusandher

familyhatedusmorebecauseourfatherwasnot

theirfavoriteperson.WhatdamagedmySister

morewaswhenwelearnedthatMomgotmarried

toherlover,andhadafamilyofherown.Shetried

contactingherbutmymotherlostit.Toldhertoget

lostshe'snotherMother.JustlikethatmySister

turnedtoheroin.Shewasintroducedtoitbyher

boyfriend.Shestartedstealingfromhome,selling

thingstofeedoffheraddiction.Itwasverydifficult

formyGrandmother,andDadwasn'theretomake

thesituationbetter.Sheevenlefthometolivewith

himinthestreets..Shecamebackonedaywitha

baby,gavethebabytomyGrandmotherand



disappearedagain.Thistimearoundshecame

backinacoffin,shehadoverdosed.

WhatmyMotherdidtomyFathermademenotto

trustanywoman,Powerdoesn'tknowmuchabout

mylifestyle.SheknowsthatIgetuptonogoodbut

shedoesn'tknowhowdeepitis.I'vekeptthatfrom

hersothatonedayshedoesn'tturnagainstmeand

dowhatmyMotherdidtomyFather.That'swhyI'm

currentlynotinaseriousrelationshipwithanyone,I

justfuckandpass.Womenhaveproventobe

dangerous..AslongasIliveI'llneverwakeupone

dayandtrustawoman,norfallinlovethathard.I

don'twantwhathappenedtomyfathertohappen

tome.Ihavesincebeencarryingdeepresentment

formyMother,especiallyaftermysisterpassedon.

Sheruinedus,sheruinedeverything.Ifitwasupto

me,Iwouldwalkuptoherhouseandshoother

familyrightinfrontofher.Herhusbandandher

kidsjusttoputherthroughthatpainsheputus

through.OnedayIwill,andshewillneverseeit

coming.Ihatethatcuntwithallmyheart.



.

Tobecontinued
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POWER

MyrelationshipwithKelshasalwaysbeenRocky.

BackinhighschoolIwasthemostpopulargirl,I

hadtoomuchconfidenceandIalwaysfitin.Hada

coupleofguyshereandthere,attimesIwascalled

a"bitch".YesIwasthatbitchthatmostgirlsenvied

untilImettheinfamous"Kels".BythenIhada

boyfriend,heliterallytookmefrommyboyfriend..

Kelswasnotthebestboyfriend,Ithinkhedatedme

forhisownselfishreasonsbecauseatsomepoint

hetrulybrokeme.HesaidandIqoute"Youthink

youallthat,whenyoudatemewegoingtoplaythe

gameofloveaccordingtomyrules".Hebecamemy

worstmistake,moreespeciallybecauseIwashard



headedandstubborn.Heusedtobeatme

senseless,atonepointhelockedmeinhisroomfor

2days.Myparentswentcrazy...

Hewasaveryshittypersonandthat'swhenIknew

feartoit'sdarkestdepths.There's2incidentsthat

I'llneverforget,onewaswhenhebeatmeafterI

hadslappedhim.Healmostcrackedmyskull.The

secondincidentwaswhenIwaspregnant.5

monthspregnant.Hethrewmedownandpressed

hisfoothardagainstmytummy,hehadaccused

meofcheatingandthatthebabywasn'this.He

threatenedtocutmeopenifIdidn'ttellhimwhothe

realfatherwas.Ifitwasn'tforhisGrandmother,

Hakeemwasnevergoingtobeborn.Afterthat

incident,Ibrokeupwithhimbuthekeptoncoming

tomyhouseandcausingdrama.Especiallywhen

hewasdrunk.Hewouldbebangingthedoorat2am,

myfatherwouldalwaysfightwithhim..

WhenIhadenoughIwasreadytoturnhimin,until

hisGrandmothertalkedtome.Kelsismaskingalot

ofdemonsdeepinsideofhim.Apparentlywhenhe



wasyoung,girlsusedtobullyhim.Iheardofagirl

inhisprimaryschoolthatusedtobullyhimtogether

withhergroup.Thatwasbothingrade6and7.He

wasneverahappychild.OneincidentIheardabout

fromhisGrandmotherwasthat,thosegirlstookhim

tothetoiletsonce.Strippedhimnakedandshoved

sticksdeepinsidehisasshole,theybrutallyviolated

him.Ifthatwasnotenoughtheylethimwalkout

naked,Ithinkthatwasthelowestpointofhislife.

Hisprimaryyearsweretraumaticforhim,Ibelieve

that'swherehisresentmentforpopulargirls

surfaced.Cometothinkofit,hishighschoolyears

hewasdatingonlypopulargirls.Bythenthebad

boybehaviourwasalreadythere.Hewasgetting

intofights,gettingexpelledliterallythewhole

schoolknewhimandhistwofriends.His

Grandmotherwasalwaysattendingmeetings,he

causedthatpoorwomanalotofstress.Though

he'sabitbetternowsincehegrewupbutthat

ruthlessnessisstillthere.

Ineveraskedhimabouthisprimaryyears,Ididn't

wanthimflippingoutonme.Ijustletthingsbe.



WhenHakeemwasborn,heembarrassedKelsby

lookingexactlylikehim.DNAtestswerenoteven

needed,andastimewentonIlethimhavea

relationshipwithhisSonhopingthathewillchange

himbutmostofallIdidn'twantHakeemtogrowup

resentingmethatIdidn'twanthimtohavea

relationshipwithhisfather..

Icalledhimagain,hedidn'tpickup.

Me:Kelscomeon!

Itwasgettinglate,thecakeshopwillbeclosing

soon.IwanttoorderacakeforHakeem'sbirthday.

I'mthrowinghimabirthdaypartyonSaturday,he's

turning1.IlookedatHakeem.

Me:IthinkwewillhavetogoandseewhatDaddyis

uptoo

NONGCEBO

WhenBanzaarrivedwithBongeka,Iaskedherto



changeandgostraighttobed.Imadeherdrinkpain

killersandgaveherawaterbottle.Shewasreallyin

pain,sherolledonthebedafewtimesbefore

eventuallyfallingasleep..Banzadidn'tstayforthat

long,hehadtogobacktothetaxirank..

MakhathiniwalkedinrightontimewhenIwasdone

preparinghislunch.Oxtailliver,Pap,andagreen

salad..Hehadputhisnewspaperunderhisarmpit..

Him:Ngcebo

Me:Zulu

Him:UnjaniuBongeka?(HowisBongeka)

Me:She'ssleeping

Hewenttocheckuponher,Iputhisfoodonthe

diningroomtableandthenwenttothebedroom.I

laidinbedandwentstraighttoFacebook..

Hewalkedinandclosedthedoor,myheartsankto

myknees.Maybehe'sgoingtoconfrontmeabout

thePretoriasituation.Helaidnexttomewithout

sayinganything,thenhestartedfondlingmy



breasts.Iclosedmyeyesandtookadeepbreath...

Sexwithhimisjustsex.Heiseitherontopofmeor

I'montopofhim.Nomajor4play,justthesameold

boringroutineforhisenjoyment.Iputmyphone

awayashestartedundressing,thebestthingtodo

isfollowthroughandnotpisshimoff.Plus,I'mina

lotoftrouble.Whenhewasdoneundressing

himself,hestartedundressingme.Hegotontopof

meandstartedkissingme.Hedoesn'thavebad

adouratleast,I'drathertakethesmellofhis

perfumespraythanbadadour.Hekissedmy

breastsanddirectedmyhandtohiscrotchsoIcan

startgivinghimahandjobashecontinuedsucking

mynipples.He'stheonlymanI'vebeenwithandat

timeshormonesdobetrayme,Iwouldn'tsayIfully

enjoythesexbutIdogetwetmostofthetime

especiallywhenhestartssuckingmynipplesor

fingerfuckinghim.Hismanhoodwasn'tthatbad,he

wasn'tbadatall.Whenhewashardenoughhe

partedmylegsandtheninsertedhimselfdeep

insidewithoutanywarning.Iflinched.He's

probablydoingthistoconfirm thatIdidn'tsleep



withanyoneinPretoria..

POWER

ItwashotIwon'tlie,it'sagoodthingthatIcarried

anumbrella.Hakeemwasonmyback,atleast

Kelso'splaceisnotthatfar.

Hiscarwasparkedoutsideclosetothebiggate,we

wentthroughthesmallgateandstartedinthemain

house.Kelsooccupiedthewholespaceoutside,

turnedtheroomsintoabedroom,bathroomanda

lounge.

Iknocked,thesecuritydoorwaslocked.

HisGrandmotheropenedthedoorandsmiledwhen

shesawus..

Her:Amandla

Me:Ma

SheopenedforusandIclosedtheumbrella.We

madeourwayin..



Her:Whatanicesurprise,didn'tknowthatyouguys

werecoming

ShetookHakeemfrommyback.

Me:WeactuallyhereforKelsoheissupposedto

takeustotown..

IputHakeem'sbagonthefloor..

Me:UkhonaMa?(Ishearound)

Her:YeboUkhona(Heisaround)

Kelso'shouseisverybeautiful,hereallyfixedhis

Grandmother'shouse.Iwonderwhathedoesnow,

henevertoldmeandIdon'twanttoask.WithKelso

youdon'tknow.Youcaninnocentlyaskandthen

he'sjustgoingtoflipout..

Me:Okayletmecheckhim

HakeemcriedformewhenIwalkedout..

Her:Haihau..

Me:Hisbottleisinhisbag

Her:Okaylet'sgetyourbottle



IwalkedoutandknockedonKelso'sdoor.

Iknockedafewtimeswithoutaresponse.Ididn't

evenrealizethatthesecuritydoorwasn'tlocked.I

openeditandthenopenedthedoor,Imademyway

inandwenttothebedroom.Hewassleepingwhilst

playingmusicsoftly..

"Heyprettymamahowyoudoing

SaidI'mjustintownfortheweekend

Lookingforalil'troubletogetinto

BabytellmewhatyadrinkingandIgotyou"

Istoodatthedoorandlookedathim.Hewaslaying

onhisbackonelegslightlyraiseduptohisknee.

Hewasonlyinhisboxerbriefswithasmallpillow

onhiscrotch.Hehadthebackofhishandagainst

hisforehead.



"Thisismysongforrealnodoubt

SeetheDJismakingmefeelthuggedout

AsIwalkyoutodancefloor

Webegintodanceslow

Youputyourarmsaroundme

I'mfeelingonyobooty"

Onhisleftbreastjustabovethenipplehehasa

tattooofHakeem'sface.Thenonhisrightshoulder

hehasatattooofhissister,andatattooofhis

NieceNessionhisleftshoulder...Ifoldedmyarms

andcontinuedadmiringhim.Hebithislowerlip

withhiseyesshutandhisdimplescameouttoplay,

Ismiledandshookmyhead.Iwonderwhatmakes

suchafineBrotherbesoruthless..

.

Tobecontinued
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POWER

Normalpeoplewouldwakeupandfreakoutthat

someoneisjuststandingatthedooroftheir

bedroomandwatchingthemsleep,butKelso

openedhiseyesandlookedatmestandingthere.

Noworries,andnostress.

Him:Forhowlonghaveyoubeenstandingthere?

Me:Longenough,didn'twannawakeyouup

Heyawned..

Me:Kelsowealreadylate

Him:Can'twedoittomorrow?Eyyng'khathele

Amandla(I'mtired)

Me:Shealreadyhasalotofordersfortheweek

Him:Callherke

Me:YaziKelsoifyoudidn'twanttoo,youshould've

justsaidso

Helookedatme..



Me:I'msureifSoleorStallioncouldcallnowand

saycome,uzoya..ButwhenitcomestoyourSon

youcomplaining!

Him:KantiwhendidIsayIwon'tbuyit?Isshethe

onlyonesellingcakes?

Ifoldedmyarms..

Him:NgiyabuzaPower,isshetheonlyoneselling

cakes?

Me:OkaythenI'lljustgetHakeemandgoback

home

Him:Uzong'dinaAmandlaandI'mnotinthemood

Me:SorrytobeanuisanceI'llseewhatIcando

Him:IfIgetoffthisbed,uzokhalastraight!(ifIget

offthisbedyougoingtocry)

Justlikethat,hismoodchanged..

Him:Whyshouldwealwaysfight?

Me:I'mnotfighting

Hegotupandgotoutofthebed,myheartstarted

tobeatfast..Hehadthatdeathstare.



Me:KelsoI'mnotfighting

HegotclosertomeandIheldbothhishands..

Him:Wenzani?(Whatareyoudoing)

Me:I'mnotfightingnjena

Him:Letgo

Me:Akieske

Him:LetgoAmandla

Me:Onlyifyoupromisenottohitme

Him:WhywouldIhityou?BecauseI'mgoingtothe

bathroomtotakeapiss!!

Islowlyletgoofhishands.Thebastardwasn'ttrue

tohisstatement,hegrabbedmebymyneckand

pinnedmeagainstthedoorframechokingme..

Him:AreyoutryingtosaymySonisnotimportant

tome?

IwastryingtogethishandoffbutIcouldn't,heis

waytoostrong...

Him:What'sthatcommentyoumadeaboutme



puttingmyfriendsfirst?FirstofallIdon'tanswerto

SoleandStallion!Ianswertonoone!!!Dowe

understandeachother?

Itriedtonod..

HeletgoandIstartedcoughing..

Hesighed..

Him:Lookatwhatyoumademedo

Iwascoughingwithtearsinmyeyes..

Him:Uyathandamasibusysixabanaso?(Doyou

likeitwhenwebusyfightinglikethis)

Ishookmyheadno..

Him:Lookatme

Iwipedmytears..

Him:Comeonlookatme

Ilookedathim..

Him:I'msorryokay?

Icouldn'tholdbackmytearsandIwasshakinglike

aleaf..Heputbothhishandsonmycheeksand



startedkissingmytears..

Him:I'msorryBaby

HemovedtomymouthandFrenchkissedme..

Him:Ididn'tmeantohurtyou

Hisvoicebecomesabitsoftwhenheapologizes..

Hepickedmeaswecontinuedkissing..

Him:I'msosorry

Hemovedtothebedandsatdownwithmesitting

ontopofhim..

NONGCEBO

IwasnowinBongeka'sroom.Shewasstillsleeping.

Makhathinileftafewminutesago.Igotinbedand

laidbehindher,Istartedbrushingherhair..

Me:Hey

Shedidn'topenhereyes..

Me:Bongeka



Shemoved..

Me:Unjanimanje?(howareyoufeelingnow)

Sheturnedandlookedatme..

Her:I'mabitbetterthankyou

Me:I'llmakeyousomethingtoeatokay?

Shenodded..

Her:CanIaskyousomething?

Me:Ask?

Her:Areyougoingtoleave?

Me:Huh?

Her:Onedaywhenyougetreallyfedup,areyou

goingtoleave?Runawayandnevercomeback?

Ididn'tknowhowtoanswertothat..

Her:Canyoutakemewithyou?

Ismiledather..

Me:Bongekayou..

Her:Wenothappyhere,sowhycan'twerunaway?



Me:It'snotthateasyNana

Her:Heisahumanbeing,heisnotGod.Therehas

tobeawaythatwecanbeathim

Me:Onedaywewillfindaway

Her:Whycan'twekillhim?

Me:Bongeka!

Her:Ifwerunawayheisgoingtocomeandlookfor

us,whenhefindsushe'sgoingtokillus.Wewill

spendmostourlivesrunningandlivinginfear,he

won'tstopuntilhefindsus.Ifwekillhimthenwe

willbeabletoliveinpeace

Me:Wenotgoingtodothat

Her:IfyouscaredIcandoit

Me:Heylistentome

Iputmyhandonhercheek..

Me:YounotaKillerandI'mnotaKiller!Ialwaystell

youthatnomatterwhathappensinlife,neverlet

someonechangewhoyouare

Her:But..



Me:Bongekapromisemethatyouwon'ttrytokill

him

Shenodded..

Me:Iwillfindawaytogetusout,Ipromise

Ihuggedher..

Me:Ipromise

POWER

IbelievethatKelso'sneedtoalwayswanna

dominateresultsfromthebullyingthathewent

throughduringhisprimaryschoolyears

Thosegirlsheldtoomuchpoweroverhim,they

madehimsubmissiveandnowhe'sclaiminghis

powerbackevenfromthewrongpeople..Oursex

lifehasalwaysbeengreatotherthanthefactthat

heneverwantedmetoputhiminapositionwhere

hefeltlikeIwasdominatinghim.Yesheneverhad

aproblemwithmebeingontopbutitwasalways

accordingtohisrules.Hishandswerealways



aroundmywaist,hewouldactuallyhelpyoutogo

upanddownonhim.Whenyouhavehadyourbitof

fun,hewillliftupyourassabitandbumpfrom

underneath.

Theremorehetearsupyourpussythemoreand

moreitturnshimon.Yourscreams,cries,moaning

makeshimveryhard.Heliterallyfindspleasurein

yourespondingtothewaythathewants.Ifyoubeg

himtostopyougivehimmorepower,ifyoucryyou

willonlymakethesituationworse.Hesexually

findspleasureinyourpainandbyputtingyou

throughpain..AtfirstIdidn'tlikehiswaysbutIgot

usedtobeingfuckedsohardthatmysexual

relationshipswithotherguyswerejustboring.My

bodyandmymindbecameprogramedtohiswayof

doingthings..

Clotheswerenowscatteredonthefloor,myclothes

tobemoreprecise.[REMOVED]
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POWER

[REMOVED]

Clotheswerenowscatteredonthefloor,myclothes

tobemoreprecise.Iwasonmykneeswithhis

blackcockfillingmymouth.

HepushedmyweavebackasIcontinued,hebithis

lowerlipasIwentforthedeepthroatfeelingthetip

ofhisrockhardshaftburieddeepinside.Farinside

thatIgagged.Itookitoutandfilleditwithmysaliva,

thenIgavehimahandjob..

Him:Fuuuckthat'sgood!..Keepgoing..

Hedirecteditagain,andliterallyfuckedmedeep

insidemymouth.Hegrabbedmyweaveattheback

andkeptonpushinghimselfinandoutofmy

mouth..

Him:Ohhhhhfuckbaby!!!

Iputbothmyhandsonhisthighsforsupportand

lethimbe..

Him:Lookatme..Don'ttakeyoureyesoffme



Ilookedathimandhekeptonuntilmyeyesfilled

withtears,Iwantedtobreath.Ineededabreatheror

elseIwaseithergoingtovomitorpassout..

Him:Yeahlookatme..(softvoice)

Onlywhenmytearsstartedtostreamdownhe

pulledoutandpolishedhiscock,Iwipedmytears

andcaughtmybreath.Hegotmeonmyfeetand

pickedmeup.Hethrewmeonthebedandgrabbed

myleg,hepulledmetotheedgeandseparatedmy

legs.Hebentdownalittlethenpartedmylabiawith

hisindexfingerandhisthumbthenIfeltthe

warmththatwasbroughtabouthistongue.

Hewentfrommyholetomyclit,justswitching

betweenthem.Igrabbedmybreastsandsqueezed

themtightasheatemypussyfordeadlife..

Me:Yeseatmypussylikethat...

Hecontinued..

Me:Pleasedon'tstop..Eatmypussylikethat

Thepleasuremademylegstovibrate,electric

impulsesshotthroughmywholeentirebody



sendingpleasurethatIdidnotaskfor.Heinserted

histwofingersdeepinsideandcontinuedsucking

myclitwhilstfingerfuckingme,Ilostmysanityfor

amoment..Icouldn'tkeepstillanymore..

Him:IfyoukeepmovingbabyI'mgoingtostop

Thatwasjusttorture,howdoesonekeepstillat

suchanintensemoment?Hejustwantedtotorture

me.Itriedtokeepstillbybitingmylowerliphard,

myjuiceswereatthemercyofhisfingers..Kels

wastorturingmefordearlife.Heendedupstopping

thenheturnedmearound,hespankmybuttharda

fewtimesthenpositionedmeintoadoggystyle.He

forceditinandIgrabbedontightlytotheduvet

cover,hepushedinfardeeperthatIfeltthewhole

ofhimdeepinsideofme..

Hestartedfuckingmewhilstgrabbingmyweave

andpullingmyheadback,thenhishandfoundit's

wayaroundmyneck.Hepulledmyneckbackabit

hardashefuckedmetothepointofnoreturn..As

muchasIdidn'twannagivehimthesatisfactionof

screamingbutIdid,andthatmadehimcrazy.He

fuckedmemoreharder..



NONGCEBO

IwenttothekitchentocallmakeBongeka

somethingtoeat,IgotmyphoneandcalledBanza.

I'mnotacrybabybutthetalkthatIhadwithher

toredeepinside..

Banza:Hello?

Iwassniffing..

Him:What'swrong?Whatdidhedo

Icouldn'tholdbackmycries..

Him:Nongcebowhatdidhedo?Didhehurtyou?

Me:I..I..(crying)

Him:I'mcomingthererightnow!

Iputthephonedownandcontinuedcrying..

.

Tobecontinued
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NONGCEBO

Banzareallycame,Iwalkeduptohimandhugged

him..Heheldmetight.

Him:Areyouokay?Didhehurtyou?

Me:Nohedidn't

Webrokethehugwithmyhandsonhischest,and

hishandsaroundmywaist.

Me:I'mjustworriedaboutBongeka

Him:Whathashedonetoher?



Me:Shewantstokillhim

Him:What?

Me:ShetalkedaboutPoisoning

Hewasspeechless..

Me:Makhathiniisalwaysalert,ifIwantedtopoison

himIwould'vedoneitalongtimeago.The

traditionalhealerheconsultsisveryvigilant,

Makhathiniwouldknowwhenheisindanger

HeseparatedfromMeandleanedagainstthe

counterrubbinghisfingersagainsthiseyes..

Me:Thisisgettingoutofhand

Him:Bongekaisverystubborn,shemightgoahead

withit

Me:Shewill

Him:Ithinkweshouldthinkofanescapeplan

beforeshedoesit

Me:Ineverreallythoughtaboutescaping,butafter

seeingBongekabrokenlikethat.Ireallywannago

aheadwithit



Henodded..

Him:Iunderstand

Bongekawalkedoutfromherroom..

Banza:Heysweets

Shewalkeduptohimandhuggedhim..

Him:It'sokay

Irubbedheronherback..

Banza:It'sokayI'llgetyououtofhere

Hepulledmecloserandweallsharedahug.

KELSO(KB)

Powerwasfastasleep,Idecidedto67takea

showerandletherrestalittle.WhenIwasdone,I

walkedintothehousetoseehoweveryonewas

doing.Hakeemstretchedhishandsouttome,Itook

himfromNessi..

Nessi:Thisboylovesyouwithallhisheart

MyGrandmotherwalkedin..



Her:Kelso

Me:Ma

ShetriedtotakeHakeemfrommebutheprotested..

Hakeem:No!!!!!Nxa!

Ilaughed..MyGrandmotherrolledhereyes.

Her:Thisweekendmeandmychurchhomecellwe

goingoutonafastingCamp,weneed

transportation

Me:I'llcallBanzaandseeifhistaxiwillbeavailable

Her:Askhowmuchhe'sgoingtochargesoIcan

alerttheladies

Me:It'sokayI'llpay,youtellmeeverythingthatyou

guysaregoingtoneed

Her:Wewillbeatalodge

Me:Haveyouguyspaid?

Her:Yes

Me:Youshould'vetoldme,I'llreplacethemoney

Nessi:ThathawenaBillgates,WenaPabloEscabor



Grams:Don'tbejellyNessi

Nessi:I'mjustprasinghimthat'sall

Grams:I'mgoingtotheshopsI'llbeback

Me:TakeHakeemwith

Grams:SohecancryandthenpeoplewillthinkI

kidnappedhim

Me:YouoverreactingMa

Grams:I'llbeback

IlookedatNessi..

Me:HowisschoolgoingBaby?

Her:WellImadeanewfriend

Me:Yeah?

Her:Hehasacneandheisanerd

Me:It'saHe?

Her:Listen..TheybullyhimalotespeciallygirlssoI

decidedtobefriendhim,plusyoualwayssaythat

bullyingiswrong

Me:Apopulargirlbefriendingalessinterestingguy,



I'mproudofyou

Her:It'snotrightwhattheydoingtohim,people

shouldn'ttreatotherpeoplebad

Me:That'sthespirit

WithNessisayingthat,IputHakeemontopofthe

counterandtookoutmyphone.IwenttoFacebook

andcheckedoneofthosegirlswhousedtobully

mewhenIwasinprimaryschool,theringleader.

Unfortunatelytheresultscamebackhighly

unexpected.Isawalotof"RIP"onherwall,

apparentlyshepassedonafewmonthsago.Car

accident.

Whatcaughtmyattentionwasonegirlwhowas

postingalotonherwall,Icheckedanditwasher

littlesister.Iwenttoheraccount,theylookvery

muchalike.Ifshewasn'tyoungerIwould've

thoughtthattheyweretwins.Hernameis

SandisiweGxaba,IcheckedherTimeline.

Apparentlyshe'sanauthorandabrand

ambassadorforsomeclothinglabel.AsIwent

throughherthingsshehadpostedthattomorrow



she'llbedoingabooksigningfortwoofherbooks

atsomebookstore.IcalledSole...

Sole:Kels

Me:Doyouhaveplansfortomorrow?

Him:Notexactlywhy?

Me:Iwantyoutoaccompanymetosomebook

store

Him:Bookstore?

Me:Longstory

Him:Aytthenwewillgo

Me:Cool

Icontinuedcheckingherwork,herlatestbook"My

hopeisdead"wasbeingsoldonAmazon(Kindle).

$6,ItookascreenshotthensentittoSoleon

whatsapp..

Me:"Buyandread,thentellmethesummary"

MAKHATHINI



IcheckedthroughwhatBhubesilaidoutinfrontof

me.IsawBanzahuggingmygirls.

TheangerIfeltdeepwithin,especiallywhenhewas

thatclosetoNongcebo..

Ididn'thearwhattheyweresayingthough,butfrom

thelookofthingstheyallinvolvedinsomething..

Bhubesi:Umfanalouzobayinkinga(Thisboyis

goingtobeaproblem)

Me:Ngenzanimakunje?(WhatdoIdowhenit'slike

this)

Him:Umfanaloabakubobanaye,uyabaphahlela

njalo.UMaungambulalauzohlanya(Thisboyhis

ancestorsarewithhim,heconsultswiththemfor

protection.Ifyoukillhimyouwillloseyoursanity)

Ilookedathim...

Me:MelekubekhonaIndlelaBhubesi(Therehasto

beaway)

Henodded..

Him:SizoyitholaIndlelangingubhubesimina(We

willfindawayIamBhubesi)



Me:Whatmakeshisancestorssostrong?

Him:Ukhokhowakhebekuyinyangaeqinile,

umvikelangishonasethuneni(Hisgreat

grandmotherwasapowerfultraditionalhealer,she

isprotectinghimevenfromthegrave)

Me:I'mnotpreparedtolosemyfamily,do

something

Bhubesi:UngathukiSizoyitholaIndlela(Don'tfret,

wewillfindaway)

.

Tobecontinued
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POWER

KelsowalkedinrightwhenIgotofffromthephone

withthisotherguyI'vebeenseeingforalmost2

monthsnow.ThetruthisthatnomatterhowmuchI

lovethisruthlesshandsomeprickthatIhadababy

with,butwecanneverbe.Imissbeinginanormal

relationship,mostofallImissmyfreedom.Ican't



bewithsomeoneandalwaysbescared,Ican'tlive

infear.It'snothealthyforone'smentality..

Me:Iamreadytogo

Him:Hakeemissleeping

Hewalkedoverspankingmybutttogositonthe

bed..

Me:Iwasthinkingthatheshouldgotoadaycare,

especiallysinceI'mjobhuntingagain

Helaidbackonthebed..

Him:Fairenough,justgetagoodone

Me:Kelsocanwetalkaboutsomething?

Him:Talk

Me:Idon'twantyougettingmad

Hesatupstraightandlookedatme..

Him:WhenyousayshitlikethatIknowI'mgoingto

getmad

Me:WhereisyourGrandma?

Him:Shewenttotheshops



Me:CanIopenthedoor?

HegotupfromthebedandIreactedfranticallyas

hepassedme.Iheardhimlockingthedoorthenhe

camebackandsatonthebedwiththekeysinhis

hand..

Him:Talk

Me:I'mscared

(Silence)

Him:Powertalk!Idon'thavethewholedayIhaveto

gosomewhere

BynowIwasshaking..

Me:KelsoI'mseeingsomeone,ithasbeentwo

monthsnow

Hebithislowerlipandnodded..

Him:Haveyousleptwithhim?

Inodded..

Me:Onlytwice

Hechuckled..



Him:Entlekngiyanyelwala(I'mbeingfuckedwith)

Me:YouandIwenotinarelationshipanymore

Him:Noyoudumpedme!AsfarasIknowI'mstillin

arelationshipwithyou.RememberPowerI

approachedyou,youdidn'tapproachme.Igetto

decideifwedoneornot

Me:Kelsodon'tdothis

Him:Ungang'hlanyisiAmandla!(don'tmakeme

mad)

Me:Kelsoangisakufuni(Idon'twantyouanymore)

Him:Okay...ObviouslyuyashisaI'llgiveyousome

timetocooldown

Hegotupfromthebedandmovedtowardsme,I

tookafewstepsbackuntilIwasagainstthewall.

Hebalancedhishandonthewallrightabovemy

shoulder.Heleanedoverandwhisperednexttomy

ear..

Him:TheonlyreasonwhyI'mnotfuckingyouup

rightnowisbecauseofHakeem

Heloweredhisotherhandandforcefullypulledup



myalreadyshortskirt.Hishandmadeit'sway

insidemyunderwear,thenhestucktwofingers

deepinsideofme.ItwasuncomfortablebecauseI

wasinalotofpainfromoursexualencounter.I

closedmyeyesandgentlyheldhisarm.Hisfingers

wentinandoutwithfullforcemakingsurethathe

getsareactionfrommebecauseofwhathewas

doing..

Him:Youlethimfuckmypussy?Wamyeka

wazidalela?

Ididn'tsayanything..Hekeptondoingthat,this

timearounditwasmorepainful..

Me:Ke..Kelsouyang'limaza(Youhurtingme)

WhenIopenedmyeyestearsstreameddown,he

kissedmyneck..Thatenticingcalmtonethathe

mostlyusestobegandthreatenmeatthesame

madeittomyear.

Him:I'mgoingtofuckyouuponeofthesedays!

Me:Kelsopleasestop(crying)

IglanceddownandIcouldseethathewasgetting



anerection..ShouldIresistorlethimhavehisway

withmesothatwecangetitoveranddonewith?I

wastornbetweentwodecisions.Withtheonly

escapeplanthatIcouldthinkof,Iloweredmyhand

downtohimandmassagedhim.Whenhestarted

moaningheremovedhisfingersfrommyaching

cookieandunbuttonedhisjeans,heunzippeditand

lowereditdown.Ihadtodotherestbyloweringhis

boxerbriefssoMrmancouldcomeouttoplay.I

gavehimahandjobashewentbacktofingering

me.ItriedtolookforanyformofpleasuresothatI

don'tconcentratemuchonthepain,hismoaning

andgroaningnexttomyearwaswhatI

concentratedmoreon,butthepainwasstill

unbearableandIcouldn'tstopcrying.ThemoreI

cried,themorehegothard.Thatwentonandon

untilhefinallygothishandbackfrommeagainand

placeditonmyhandassistingmyhandfrom

performingaslowrhythmtoamoreintenseone.As

hewasclosetojerkingoffheliterallyforceditin

betweenmythighsasIheldskirtmoreupwithmy

underwearhanginglowonmykneesfromit's

originalposition..



Heburiedhisfacerightonthesideofmyneckas

hecameinbetweenmythighs,Ifelthiswarm

breathhittingmyneck.Someofhiscumfellonmy

underwearwhilsttherestdrippeddowninbetween

mythighs..

NONGCEBO

MakhathiniwalkedinasBongekaandIwerebusy

preparingdinner.Ourmoodwentfromhappily

singingourfavoritesongtobeingdepressed..He

closedthedoor,BongekaandIlookedateach

other..

Him:Sanibonani

Igreetedhimback.Hetookthenewspaperfrom

underneathhisarmpitandthrewitonthecounter...

Him:Howfarareyouguyswithcooking?

Me:Wejuststarted

Him:Leaveeverything,I'mtakingyouguysout

Thatwasunexpected.Hehasneverateoutwithus,

heonlyallowsBongekaandIgogoandeatout



mostofthetimeandevenwiththathewillsendhis

3boystoguardus..

Him:Youguyscanchooseanyrestaurantthatyou

want

IlookedatBongeka..

Me:Goandchangesweets

Shewantedtoprotestbutshesawthedesperation

inmyeyes.Idon'twantherprotestingand

Makhathinimakingherhispunchingbagforthe

night.Sheputtheknifedownandwalkedtoher

bedroom..

Me:I'llcleareverything

Hegentlygrabbedmyarmandlookedatme,

tonighthewasdifferent.Hewasabitoff,hedidn't

seemlikehisusualself..

Him:NgiyaziMaKhumaloukuthiemhleni

ngulukhuni(IknowthatattimesI'mdifficult)

Notattimes,he'sdifficultallthetime..

Him:IknowIdon'tshowyouhowmuchIloveyou



Me:It'sokay

Heputhishandonmycheek,thesamehandthat

usestobeatmewhenhefeelslikeit..

Him:Yikhobesengicabangaukuthisivelesishade(I

wasthinkingthatweshouldgetmarried)

Iimmediatelylookedathimconfusedashell,we

haveneverspokenaboutmarriage.Whynow?What

happened?

Him:Eqinisweninjeukuthi..Iwantyoutobemy

wifengokweqiniso

Iswallowed..

Me:I..

Ilookeddownandhemademetolookathim,soI

don'tforgethowevilheis.Hewantedmetolook

himintheeyeincaseIwasthinkingabouta

differentresponsethatwasn'tgoingtositwellhim..

Me:Bengisacelaukucabangangayokancane(CanI

pleasethinkaboutit)

Him:Yebo..Yenzanjalo(Justdotthat)



BANELE(BANZA)MTHOMBENI

Kelsohadcalledmeandaskedtomeetupwithme,

Iwaitedforhimforalmost2hours.JustwhenI

downeddownwhatwasleftofmybeerintheglass

hewalkedin.Helookedarounduntilhespottedme,

thenhemadehiswaytome..

Him:SorryI'mlateMan

Me:It'sallgood

IgotupsoIcangivehimashoulderhugthenwe

satdown..

Him:Justgotheldupabit

Me:Youwantedtoseemeaboutsomething?

Him:YeahIwannahireyourtaxiforthisweekend

Me:Goingsomewhere?

Him:Naa..It'sformyGrandmother

Me:Coolman

Helookedatme..



Him:K'hambani?(What'sgoingon)

Irubbedmyfacewithmyhand..

Me:Ineedtogoupagainstmyboss,Idon'teven

knowwheretostart?

Him:Who?MK?(Makhathini)

Me:YeahMan

Him:Why?

KelsoandIwefromthesamehood,weusedtobe

friendswhenwewereyounguntilhechosehisown

pathinlifeandIdidsotoo.Makhathinilivesina

hoodjustclosetoours,couldbea10mindrivefrom

ours,sothetaxithatIoperateforhimmoves

aroundfromhishoodtominemostofthetime..

Peoplecomethissidefromhishoodtogotothe

shoppingcentersoIamalwaysbusydrivingback

andfortheverydayunlesshewantsmetodo

somethingforhim..

Me:JustafavourforsomeoneIcaredeeplyfor

Him:Sowhat?Youhavetotakehimout?

Me:Ireallydon'tknow



Him:Icandoitforyou

Ilookedathim..

Him:YouandIgowayback,Icandoyouthis

favour

Me:Youdon'tdofavoursforfree,yourfavours

comewithstringsattached.Onedayyougonna

makemerepaythisfavour

Him:That'strue

HetriedtorecruitmetojoinhisgangbutIwas

neverreallyinterestedinthatlife,it'sjustnotme..

Me:Thethingis,loyamuntuuqinisiwe.Hehasa

stronginyangakillinghimisgoingtobedifficult

Him:Notforme..Hecanconsulttotayofikakwa

hellandaskthedevilforprotection,kodwamina

whenIcomeforhislife,eventhedevilisgoingto

tremble

Ichuckled..

Me:Mayyoubethelastresort

Him:JustsaythewordNtwana,youknowIgotyou



Inodded..

Me:YeahIknow

NONGCEBO

Icouldn'tstopthinkingaboutwhatMakhathini

askedme,wedrovetotownwithmymindfaraway.

Whatisheplayingat?Whywouldhebringthisup

now?Whatarehistrueintentionsexactly?Whyis

hesuddenlysopolite?Somethingwasn'tright.The

MakhathiniIknowdoesn'task,heordersyou

around.Whyisheaskingformypermissionallofa

sudden?

.

Tobecontinued
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BANZA

I'veknownKelsoforaverylongtimenow,whatI

knowabouthimisthathedoesn'thavea



conscience.IknowhewouldkillMakhathiniandnot

evenregretit,what'sniceaboutthesituationisthat

noonelikesMakhathinisonooneisgoingtomiss

him.

Hencewhyhegoestoatraditionalhealerbecause

heknowsthere'sabulletouttherewithhisname.

HeknowsthataGlockcanclockinsoonforhim,he

hasalotofenemies.TheonlythingIdon'tlike

aboutKesloisthat,hisfavourscomewithstrings

attached.Onedayhewillaskmetorepaythe

favouranditmightbesomethingthatIwon'tlike.I

don'twannamakeanenemyoutofhim.See,

MakhathiniisthedevilbutKels.Thatmotherfucker

isthewholehellandhasthebestcrewnexttohim.

ThisishowIclassifythem:

Kelso=Leader(noconscience)

Sole=Brains(Smartmotherf**)

Stallion=Asnake(cunning)

All3ofthem,theyadeadlycombination.Iknow

aboutthembecausehewantedmetojointhem,but

Iwouldn'tdothat.Iamnotbuiltforthatlife..



MyMotherwalkedintomybedroom..

Her:Youdidn'tjoinusfordinner

Me:Iamnothungry

Shecameandsatdownnexttome..

Her:What'swrong?

LifewasgoodathomeuntilmyMotherstarted

gettingsick,thenshewasforcedtoresign.MyDad

isamechanic,moneydoesn'tcomeineveryday

fromhim.Withthatfinancialsituation,aftermatricI

hadnochoicebuttogetajob..

Me:It'snothing

Shelookedatme..

(Silence)

Me:IthinkI'mfallinginlovewithNongcebo

YoucancallmeaMama'sboy,Italktoherabout

thingsandmyFatherhatesit..

Her:Thatcan'thappenmyboy

Me:Iknowbutitjusthappened



Her:Makhathiniisveryevil,hewon'thesitatetokill

you

Me:Ijustwantedtosaveherfrommiserablelife

Her:ThehonesttruthisthatNongcebocansave

herself.Don'tgetinvolved.There'salimittowhata

humanbeingcantakeandoneday,she'sgoingto

reachherlimitthenleave.Sheknowshimbetter

thananyoneelse,sheknowswhattodoinorderto

escape.Whatifyouriskyourlifeandsaveherthen

shegoesback?AfterallMakhathinihasinstilled

fearinheratthesametimeheistheonlymanthat

sheknows.Yesshe'sbeingabusedandmost

victimsofabusetheyjustdon'tleave.Rescuedthey

willgobackuntiltheymakeadecisiondeepdown

toleaveforgood.Ifyoudoloveherthenyouwon't

putherindangerlikethat,letitbeher.Letitcome

fromher

Sheheldmyhand..

Me:Iunderstand

NONGCEBO



Thewasnothingnormalaboutthis.Nomatterhow

muchwecanfakebeingaperfectfamilybutwenot,

wewillneverbeahappyfamily.Wewereallquiet

andeatingourfood,mostpeoplewhowerehereat

therestaurantheldsmalltalks.Wedidn't,we

couldn'tholdsmalltalks.Wehardlyevendothatat

home..

Him:IwasthinkingyouandBongekacangoand

buyclothesthisweekend

IlookedatBongekashewasnotinterestedinwhat

hewassaying...

Me:Thatwouldbelovely

Bongeka:Arewegoingtohave"bodyguards"

Him:Yesofcourse,Banzawillbetherewithyou

guysasalways

Bongekachuckledwhileshakingherhead..

Him:Ijustthoughtthatitwouldbeniceyouknow

spendadaytogetherbuyingclothes,doingyour

hairandeverythingthatyouladieslikedoing

Me:Ithinkit'sagoodidea..Thankyou



Bongeka:Whyareyoubeingnice?

Me:Bongeka

Him:It'sokay

Heputtheforkdown..

Him:IknowthatIamaverydifficultpersonat

times

Bongeka:Younotdifficult,youareevil!Youare

abusive!Youdon'tcareaboutus

Him:IfIdidn'tcareaboutyou,youwouldn'tbein

oneofthebestprivateschools.Youdon'tlack

anythingBongeka,there'snothingIdon'tdoforyou.

Youshouldbegrateful,notallkidsgettohavewhat

youhave

Her:Verytrue..Theydon'tgettolivethismiserable

life

Hehitthetable..

Him:That'senough!

Afeweyeslandedonus..

Him:Ngekengijikelezenenganesiyezwana?(Iwon't



arguewithachild)

Onceagain,wekeptthesilence..

Him:Finishyourfood!Bothofyou,it'sgettinglate!

POWER

IwokeuptoKesloholdingmyhand,hewas

crouchingnexttomeandstaringatme..

Him:Ididn'tmeantowakeyouup

Me:It'sokay,whattimeisit?

Him:20:00

Hakeemwassleepingpeacefullysleepingnextto

me..

Me:Whereareyoucomingfrom?

Him:IwaswithBanza

Me:Okay

Him:Weneedtotalk

Ilookedathim..



Him:Tellmesomething,doyoulovehim?

Ikeptquiet..

Him:Iwantyoutobehonestwithme

Me:Idon'twannafight

Him:Wenotfighting.ImightbefuckedupbutI'd

neverattackyouwithmySonintheroom

Fairenough..

Me:Heisaniceguy

Him:Isthatwhyyouwithhim?

Me:I'mwithhimbecauseImissbeinginanormal

relationship,Imisslivingwithoutpainandfear

Henodded..

Him:Iunderstand

Me:Youwon'thurthimright?

Him:No..

Heexhaled..

Him:Imighthaveapproachedyouformyown

selfishreasonsbutalongthewayIlearnedtolove



you

Hesmiled..

Him:ThenHakeemcame,Ilovedyoumore

Me:Thenwhydoyoukeeponhurtingme?

Him:Idon'tknow..IguessIhavemyowndemons

thatIneedtodealwith,ormaybeIjustdon'tknow

howtolovethewaythatyouwantmetoloveyou

Me:It'sokay

Him:HardestdecisionthatI'mresortingtoobut..I

thoughtaboutitand..Iwillletyougono

repercussions

Iraisedmyheadandlookedathim..

Him:Thoughifhehurtsyou,I'mgoingtokillhim

Ichuckled..

Hebrushedmyweaveback..

Him:Iloveyousoomuchbaby,andthatwillnever

change

Me:Iloveyoutoo



Him:Butwecan'tbetogether

Me:Yes..Wecan'tbetogether

Hekissedmyhand..

Him:IunderstandandI'msorryforeverythingthat

I'veputyouthrough

Me:It'sokay

Hegotupandkissedmeonmyforehead..

Him:Goodnight

Me:Younotsleepingwithus?

Him:I'llsleeponthecouch

Me:Okaygoodnight

NONGCEBO

Wedrovebackhomeinsilence,Iwasstill

wonderingwhyMakhathiniwasthisnice..

Bongekawalkedstraighttoherbedroom,she

bangedthedoor.MakhathiniclenchedhisJaws..

Me:I'msorryaboutherbehaviour



Hewrappedhishandsaroundmywaist..

Me:She'sjustbeingaTeen

Him:Minangijabulelanjeukuthiukhonauzongisiza

ngaye(I'mhappyyouheretohelpmewithher)

Me:IloveBongekawithallmyheart

Him:Iknow

Me:Whatyoudidtodaywasnice,thankyou

Him:Ngifunanjeizintozihlukelaekhaya(Iwant

thingstobedifferenthereathome)

Inodded..

Him:Whydon'tyoutakeabath,whenyoudonewe

canwatchthosemoviesofyoursthatdon'tmake

sense

Ilaughed..

Me:Youjustdon'tunderstandthem

Hekissedmeonmyforehead..

Him:IloveyouNongcebo,IpromisethatIwilltry

andtreatyouwellfromhereon



Thosewordssoundedlikethewordsofamanwho

isdying..

.
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NONGCEBO

InthemorningIwascleaningwhenBanzashowed

up..

Him:Hewon'tjustshowupdon'tworry,heisin

Mpumalanga

Hehuggedme..

Him:Howareyou?

Me:I'mgoodandyou?

Him:I'mwell



Hewalkedinandsatdown..

Me:Hetookusoutlastnightandmademe

breakfastinbedthismorning

Hiseyeswidened..

Him:What?

Me:Iknow,weevenwatchedmyfavoritemovies

lastnight

Him:Dammit!Ihopeyoudon'tsuddenlybelievehis

niceact

Ishookmyhead..

Me:I'mnotthatstupid..Ijustwanthimtolethis

guarddownwhenheleastexpectsit,wegoingto

escape.Heaskedmetomarryhim,I'mgoingtosay

yes

Him:Nongcebo

Me:Ihaveaplan.Weddingpreparationswillneed

metobemostlyoutdoorshandlingthings,that's

whenwegoingtoescape.Idon'thaveanymoney

savedupbecausehedoesn'tgivememoney

anymorebut..I'vebeensearchingonlineshelters



forabusedwomenandchildren,Ifoundone.It'snot

inGautengthough.It'sinNorthWest.Bongekawill

havetogetatransferifittakestimeunfortunately

shewillhavetodropoutshewillstartagainnext

year

Hechuckled..

Me:What?

Him:I'mjustsoproudofyou

Ismiled..

Me:Waitletmeshowyou

Iwentandgotmylaptop,thenIsatnexttohimon

thecouch.Heputhisarmaroundmyshoulders,I

lookedathim..

Him:Let'sseetheshelter

KELSO(KB)

SoleandIdidgotothebookstore,itwasn'tfullasI

would'veexpected..

Me:Ithoughtitwasgoingtobepacked



Sole:She'sstillfindingherwayasawriter,she'snot

thatmuchexposed

Me:Howdoyouknow?

Sole:Icheckedherout

Me:Didyoubuythebook?

Him:No

Me:Why?

Him:Webuyingthehardcopynowaren'twe?

Hewentandgotthebookfromtheshelf,butitwas

adifferentonefromtheoneIsaw..

Me:Besmirch

Him:It'sstilllowonsales,it'sfallingbehind

Wewentandpaidforitthenwejoinedthequeueso

shecouldsignit.Ilookedatherandshelooked

exactlylikehersister.Hersmile,herfacialstructure.

Idriftedbacktothoseunsettlingmemories..

*************FLASHBACK**********

Phumla:Doyouknowwhatabitchis?



Iwasinthegirlstoilets,nakedwithbothmyhands

hidingmycrotch.Shewasstandingatthedoorwith

hertwofriends,oneofthefriendshadtriedflushing

myuniforminthetoiletnextdoor.Iwasscared,

thesegirlshavebeenbullyingmeforawhilenow

andPhumlawas2yearsolder.Abitmaturetobein

primaryschool..Shekilledthatinnocentboyinme,

shemademefearful,shemadeexperience

depressionwhenIdidn'tknowwhatitwas.

EverydayIwantedtodie.Iwantedtohurtmyselfso

baduntilIdied.

*************

Solepushedmealittle,wewereatthefrontofthe

queuenow..ItookthebookfromSoleandwalked

uptothetable.ShelookedatmeandIlookedather,

itwaslikelookingstraightintotheeyesofmybully.

Islammedthebookonthetable,shereacted

frantically.

Shetookitandopenedit..

Her:WhatshouldIwrite?

Me:Howaboutyourphonenumbers?



Shechuckled..

Her:Idon'tthinkthat'sappropriate

Me:Idon'tcarewhatyouthink

Iputmyhandsonthetableandleanedovertoher,I

couldseethatshewasgettingscared..

Me:Write

Her:IthinkI'mgoingtocallsecurity

Solepushedme..

Me:Wtf?

Sole:Securityisjustatthedoor,youwillbethrown

out

Ifoldedmyarmsandlookedathim,heturnedback

andlookedather..

Sole:Iapologizeformyfriend'sbehavior.Thebook

isminepleasesignyournameIwouldappreciateit

Shestartedwriting..

Sole:Ihaven'tstartedreadingityet

Shelookedathim..



Sole:Iwantedtoseethefacefirstbeforereadingso

thatIcanputthefaceonwhatI'mreading.Iwill

leaveareviewonyourpagethoughafterreading

Shesmiled..

Her:Thatwon'tbenecessary,youcanjusttextme

yourreview

Shewrotedownhernumber..

Sole:That'sevenbetter

Shehandedhimbackthebookandsaidshethey

bothhelditforawhile,Irolledmyeyesirritated..

Me:Fuckme!

Sole:Thankyou

Her:Youwelcome

Sole:Havealovelyday

Her:Youtoo

Wewalkedout..Isnatchedthebookfromhim..

Me:Nicework

Hegotitfrommeagain..



Sole:It'smine

Ilookedathim..

Me:Don'ttellmeyoufallingherman?Hersister

fuckedupmylife

Heleanedagainstthecarandopenedthebook..

Me:Letmepissyouoffalittle..Londiisfucking

Stallion

Him:Iknow

Iwasconfused..

Him:Iknewfromthefirsttimeithappened

Me:Youknewandyounotgoingtofuckhimup

Him:Why?It'snotlikehewasrapingher,itwas

consensual

Me:Justsoyouknowifitgoesdownbetweenya'll,

Iamonyourside

Him:Iknowthattoo

Me:Soleyouhavetofuckhimup

Him:I'mnotgoingtodothat..Canwegonow?



Ishookmyhead..

Me:IfitwasmeStallionwo-

Him:It'snotyou,it'sme..Stayoutofmybusiness

Ilookedathim..

Me:YouarethefuckenCaptainofthecumsquad!

NESSI(Kelso'sNiece)

Bongekawasawfullyquiettodayformyliking,she

passedmethecigarette..

Me:Yougood?

Her:I'mgood

Bongekaisingrade9,andshe'smybestfriend.Our

friendshipstartedoffabitweirdthoughI'm1grade

aheadofher..

Her:Didyoupostthosepictures?

Me:Notyet

Her:Whatareyouwaitingfor?

Me:ForJesustocome



Shelaughed..

Her:Givemethedamnphone!

Shetookmyphone..

Somegirlwalkedin,shestoodatthedoorwhenshe

sawus.Weweresittingonthebenchofthegirls

toilets..

Me:What?

Her:Nothing

Shewalkedin..

Bongeka:Gobacktothedoor

Her:Idon'twanttrouble

Bongeka:Gobackandstandatthefuckendoor

Shemovedbackwithattitude..

Bongekalookedatme,Inodded..

Bongekawalkeduptoher..

Sheputbothherhandsagainstthedoorandlooked

ather.Allofasudden,sheheadbuttedthegirl..

Girl:Awwww!!



Shepulledherinandthrewheronthefloor.

Shewalkedbackinandgrabbedhertie,thenshe

draggedhertooneofthetoilets.Thegirlstarted

screaming.Ilaughedandstartedsinging..

Me:"It'sahardknocklifeforus,it'sahardknock

lifeforus!Insteadoftreatedwegettricked,instead

ofkisseswegetkickedit'sahardknocklife"

IliedtomyUnclealot.ImadehimbelievethatI'm

thissweetangelatschoolbutinactualfact,

BongekaandIwearebullies.Weterrorizethe

schoolandweareknownverywellforour

notoriousbehavior.Wejusthaven'tgotcaughtyet

becausetheyscaredtoreportus.It'saprivate

school,filledwithnerdswhomostlydon'tknowhow

tofight.

Iuploadedthepicturesonourpage..

Me:GoMatthew!

Iwroteacaption:

"Thispunkisdisgusting!Hisparentsaremostlyto

beblamedthoughfornothelpinghimclearthat



acnefromhisface..Yuk!"

Thebellwentoff..

Me:Fuck!

Iwenttothetoilet..Bongekawasdrowningher..

Me:Heywegottasquat

Bongekalethergo..

Bongeka:Fromnowon,youareourbitch

understand?

Thegirlnoddedrepeatedly..

Me:Getuplet'sgo

Shegotup..

Bongeka:Wipeyourface,youdisgusting!

Shetookofherblazerandwipedherface..

Me:Ifyoudarereportus

Bongeka:Wearegoingtokillyou,doyou

understanddummy?

Shenoddedagain..



Me:Let'sgo

Wewalkedout..

.
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SOLE

AfterthatwholedramawithKelsoIwentbacktomy

place.Iknewfromthewordgothatmygirlfriend

wasfuckingStallion,butonethingthatIwon'tdois

attackhim.I'mnotgoingtoattackhimbecause

Londinevercametomeandsaid"Stallionsexually

violatedme"theyhavebeenshaggingforawhile

nowandclearlyshe'sokaywitheverything.Ifshe

doesn'tconsidermyfeelingsinallofthis,thenwhy

fightforher?

TruthfullyspeakingIletgothetimewhenIfound

aboutthis.YesIwasmad,YesIwashurtbut

stayinginthosefeelingswon'tchangewhat

happened.Thebestwayistojustletherbe,ifshe's



happywithhimthenthere'snothingIcandoabout

it.IcalledSandisiwe,afterIhadcheckedherouton

socialmedia.ShewasreallybeautifulIwon'tlie.I

wentandstoodatthebalcony...

Her:Hello

Me:Stillsigningbooks?

Shelaughed..

Her:YesI'mstillatthebookstorebutI'llbeleaving

soon

Me:HowdidyouknowitwasMe?

Her:BecauseIwasexpectingyourcall,I'mflattered

thatyoudonereadingsoquickly

Me:Metoo

Her:Andthereview?

Me:Icantellyouaboutifyoucomeovertomy

placethisweekend

Her:Idon'tevenknowyou,forallIknowyoucan

holdmehostage,rapeme,andkillme

Me:Ouch!I'moffended



Her:Wemetlikewhat?3secondsago?

Me:Ithinkyouknowwhat'sgoingtohappen.Iwill

askyouout,wewillgoonendlessdatesthen

eventuallyyouwillendupinmybed.Sowhynotcut

straighttoit,westartwithyoucomingoverforthis

weekendandthenwegoonendlessdatesafter.

Startwiththeuncomfortablepartfirst

Her:Wow!

Me:IfIwantedtokidnapyou,trustmeyouwasn't

goingtomakeithomewhenyouleavethebook

store

Her:Youaresobold!(Laughing)

Me:Sowhatdoyousay?

Her:Readmybookfirstthenwe'lltalk

Me:Iactuallyhadasurpriseforyou

Her:Already?

Me:YesAlready

Her:Ireallydon'tknow

Me:JustcomeifitmakesyoufeelanybetterI'll



haveacopcaronsurveillance

Her:Acopcar?Whoareyou?

Me:Iamtheirfriend,theyknowmewell..I'mthat

badfriendtheyalwayschasingaround

Her:Areyoutryingtotellmesomething?

Me:I'mjusttellingyouaboutmygoodandbad

friends

Shelaughedagain..

Me:Sowhatdoyousay?

Her:Readthebookfirst,thenwe'lltalk!

Shehungup..

Me:Damn!

NONGCEBO

ItestedMakhathinibycallinghimandaskedifI

couldgotothemalltobuytoiletries,toldhimI

neededsomefreshair.Surprisinglyenoughhe

didn'tdebatethat,heactuallyeventransferredR500



tomyaccount.Thatwasafirst.Banzadrovemeto

theshoppingcenterthatwasaroundhishood.

WhenIwenttoclicks,hestoodoutsideforasmoke..

Ireallydidn'tneedtoiletriesIjustwantedsome

freshair,butnowIwillhavetobuyjusttofoolhim.I

tookthelotion,thenIwalkedtoanotheraislewhilst

readingthroughonthelabel.Iaccidentallybumped

intosomeone,thelotionfell..

Me:Eishmaan!

Ipickeditupfirstbeforelookingathim,Iwentback

upandlookedathim.Hisfacialexpressionshowed

thathewasn'timpressed

Him:Kantiubhekekuphi?(whatwereyoulookingat)

Me:I'msorry..Itwasanaccident

Him:Accidentmyleftfoot!Howcanyouwalkwhile

lookingdown,uyahlanyayini?(areyoucrazy)

Ichuckledandshookmyhead..

Me:Understandthatyouliveinaworldwithother



humanbeings.Youdon'tliveinthisworldalone,so

sincewesharingthisworld.Understandthatyou

goingtocomeacrossthesetypeofmistakes.You

don'thavetoactoutallthetime,seerightnow.I

callwhatyoudid"Angerdisplacement",itwasa

mistakedon'talwaysactout

Iwalkedawaythenhegrabbedmyarmtightly,I

lookedathim..

Me:Nowyoumakingamistakebygrabbingmyarm

insuchamanner,andIforgiveyou.Justhuman

error,nothingmore

Ismiledathim..

Me:HavealovelydaySir

Itriedwalkingawaybuthestillhadatightgripon

myarm..Iexhaled,thisisjustgoingtobeadrag..

Me:Myarmplease

Hejustlookedatme,Ideattchedhishandfrommy

arm..

Me:Yesjustlikethat..Thankyouformyarm

Ithenwalkedaway..Ididn'trealizethathewas



followingmeuntilhepushedmeabit..

Him:OhwI'msorry..Humanerror

Heexpectedareactionfromme,Ismiledand

continuedwalking.Hepushedmeagain.

Him:Anotherhumanerror,I'msorry

Ilookeddownandbitmylowerlip..

Him:What?

Heleanedover..

Him:Arewegettingupset?(Whispering)

Ishookmyhead..

Me:Notatall,Idon'tletpettythingsruinmyday

Itriedwalkingawayagainandheblockedmyway..

Iturnedbackandhecametheotherwayaroundto

blockme..

Me:Whenyoudonewithyourlittletantrumplease

letmeknow

Iendedupkeepingbusybycheckingthe

supplementsontheaisleandignoringhim.



Hegottiredfirst..

Him:Fuckit!Younotevenworthit

Hewalkedaway,Ilaughed..

Me:Typical

Hewalkedbacktome,Ididn'tlethisbruisedego

scareme.I'veexperiencedfarmorefrom

Makhathini.Hewalkeduptomeandgotreally

close..

Him:Clearlyyounotfromaroundhere

Me:Iappreciatethewarmwelcome

Him:You'veneverheardofme

Me:It'snoteverydaythatIhearaboutyourkind

Hewrappedhisarmaroundmywaistandpulledme

closertohim..

Him:Listensweetheart,don'tpissmeoff

Me:Youmightwannagetyourarmoffme,I'm

alreadyfallinginlove.Thismomentmightjustend

inmarriage,Ialreadycan'tlivewithoutyou



Hisbreathingincreasedandhebithislowerlip..

Me:Burninginside?

Heletgoandwalkedaway..

Him:Youshouldcomehereeveryday

Me:Whywouldn'tI?Seeingthatwejustshareda

romanticmoment

Heturnedaroundandgavemethemiddlefinger..

Me:Iloveyoutoo..Chickenorbeeffordinner?

Him:IfIcomebackthereI'mg-

Me:Wegoingtofuckaren'twe?IknewIshould've

wornmyg-stringtomakethemomentmore

romantic

Somewomanwalkeduptohim..

Her:Kelso

Heattendedtoherandthentheywalkedaway.I

laughedagain.Typicalsmallboywithatantrum..

IsawBanzaapproaching..

Him:Youlookhappywhathappened?



Me:Aghnothing..Youjustmissedmyhusband

Him:Husband?

Helaughed..

Me:YaKelsoorsomethinglikethat

Hisexpressionchanged..

Him:DidyoujustsayKelso?

Me:Ya...Funnycharacter

Hegentlygrabbedmyarm..

Me:Thisarmhasbadlucktoday

Him:Weleaving

Me:Wheretoo?I'mnotdone

Him:Toadifferentstore

Me:Ohwokay

Iturnedaroundaswewereleaving,IsawKelso

standingtherecheckingthetoiletpaperswiththe

woman.Heblewmeakiss

Iwinkedathim...



NESSI

TheDeputyprincipalwalkedintomyclassroom

withBongeka,shewentuptomyteacherandtalked

toher.Bongekalookedatmeandshruggedher

shoulders,myteacherlookedatme..

Teacher:NessiB,youarewantedatthePrincipal's

office.Igotupandthenwewalkedout...

Me:Whathappened?(Whispering)

Bongeka:Ithinkthatbitchreportedus(Whispering)

Me:What?Ican'thavemyUnclecomehere

Bongeka:Dudewescrewed!

D.Principal:Shhhyoudisturbingotherclasses

BongekaandIwerefucked!

.
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NESSI

WesatatthePrincipal'sofficewaitingforhimto

saysomething..Thegirlwebulliedearlieronwas

presenttoo.Ilookedather,bitchactuallysnitched..

Prinicipal:bullyinghasneverbeentoleratedinthis

schoolandyougirlshavejustbrokenthemost

importantrule

Weremainedquiet..

Him:MandyhastoldtheschoolNursethatshefell

buttheschoolNurseexaminedherbruisesandit

wasconfirmedthatsomethinghappenedtoher.

Withthat,shewasforcedtotellthetruth

Me:Itwasanaccident

Him:Speakwhenyouareonlyspokentoo

Ikeptquiet..

Him:AFacebookpagemockingotherstudentshas

beenstartedofFacebookwhichbelongstoyoutwo

Westillkeptourpeace..

Him:Youhaveleftmenochoicebuttoaskyougirls



tocomewithyourlegalguardianstomorrow

Hegaveusletters..

Him:IfyourlegalGuardiandoesn'tcometomorrow,

don'tbothercomingtoschool

Heopenedhisblackbook..

Him:BongekayourAuntwaslistedasthePersonto

forseeanyschoolissuesthatweencounterwith

you

Helookedatme..

Him:Nessi,yourUncleislistedastheGuardiantoo

thatwillforseeanyissuesthatwehavewithyou..

MandypleasebringalongyourMother

Heclosedthebook..

Him:Iwillnotallowyoutwotocontinuewiththe

restofyourclassestoday,withthatbeingsaidyou

areexcusedandyouwillbeusheredoutofthe

schoolpremisesbytheguard.Mandyyoucango

backtoclass

Thiswasnothappening!!



NONGCEBO

ItoldBanzaeverythingthathappenedbetweenme

andKelsoatClicks.Hecouldn'thelpbutlaughtoo..

Me:SoyeahIputhiminhisplace

Him:Kelsodoesn'ttakeinlightlywhenhisegois

bruised,sothisisgoingeathimup

Me:Hewillbealright,hewasactinglikeachildthat

neededtobeputinplace.I'mgladIwastheretodo

thehonours

Myphonerang,itwasBongeka..

Me:Hello?

Her:Mamncane

Me:Areyouokay?Painsstillbotheringyou?

Her:IneedUncleBanzatofetchme

Me:Why?

Her:Gotinsometrouble,thePrincipalexcusedus

fromallourclassestoday



Me:Trouble?Whattrouble?

Her:I'llexplainlater

Me:Okay..Wecoming

IlookedatBanza..

Me:WehavetogoandfetchBongekafromschool

Him:Why?

Me:Ireallydon'tknow,shewillexplainlater

Him:Okaylet'sgo

KELSO(KB)

Nessi'scallcamethroughwhileIwasdrivingmy

Grandmotherhome..Ianswered..

Me:Goose

Her:Goose

Me:What'sup?

Her:Ineedyoutofetchmefromschool

Me:Why?



Her:Iwasexcusedfromschool

Me:Again..Why?

Her:CanIexplaintoyouwhenwegethome

Me:OkayI'monmyway

Grams:What'swrong?

Me:IhavetogofetchNessifromschool

Grams:Why?

Me:I'mnotsure,I'lldropyouoffthengoandfetch

her

Grams:Okay

SOLE

MyphonerangandIanswered,itwasaprivatecall..

Me:Hello?

Voice:DoyouknowwhoIam?

Me:Astalker?

Him:Yourworstnightmare



Me:I'mlistening

Him:That50grandthatwasstolenfromCarlos

belongstomeIamcurrentlylookingathimright

now,I'mabouttoblowhisbrainsout

Me:That'smybusinessbecause?

Him:Carlosisaverygoodemployeeofmine,

dedicatedandloyal.Goodasheis,I'mabouttofuck

himup!

Me:Dowhatyougottadoman,weallgottado

somethingatsomepointdon'twe?

Him:Youstilldon'tunderstanddoyou?

Me:WhatIdon'tunderstandiswhyyoutellingme

allofthis!Carlosmeansnothingtome!Whetherhe

livesordies,Ireallydon'tcare

Him:IfIcankilloneofmyownimaginewhatIcan

dotoyouandyourfriends

Me:Blowourbrainsout?Ireallydon'tmindI've

alwayswantedtoknowhowitfeelsliketodiebya

bulletlodgeddeepinmyhead

Him:Itwon'tbefunnywhenIgettoyouandyour



friends,youboyshavenoideawhoyoufucking

with!Youhavejustmadebloodenemieswiththe

Italiansandwedon'ttakeshitlyingdown

Me:Thankyoufortheupdate,trulyappreciateit

Hehungup.Thisisnotgoodatall

POWER

Me:Ilikethisone..Whatdoyouthink?

Helookedatit..

Him:It'snotbad

Me:YouthinkIshouldtakeit?

Him:Ithinkso

Ilookedatthewoman..

Me:I'lltakethisone

Her:OkaythatoneisgoingtocostyouR1200,andI

needadepositofR600.Youwillpaytherestofthe

balancewhenyoucomeonFridaytocollectthe

cake



Me:Thankyouforallowingtotaketheordersolate

Her:LuckyforyouIdidn'thavealotofordersthis

week

Me:That'sgood

Her:I'llgetyouthereceipt

Me:Thankyou

IlookedatmyBoyfriend..

Me:Thankyouforcomingwithme

Him:Youwelcome

(Silence)

Him:Howdoesyourbabydaddyfeelaboutthis?

Me:Aboutwhat?

Him:Aboutus?

Ilookedathim..

Me:Idon'tthinkweneedKelso'spermissiontodate

Him:I'mjustaskingbecauseafewdaysagoyou

werescaredandwantedustobreakup



Me:I'vetalkedtohimaboutit,hewillstayoutofmy

business

Him:That'sgood..Ireallydon'twantBabyDaddy

troubles

Me:Hewon'tgiveyouanyofthattrustme

Him:ForhissakeIhopenotbecauseifhetries

anythingI'mgoingtofuckhimup

Ilaughed..

Helookedatme..

Me:I'msorryIjust..YoufuckingKelsoupthat

wouldbetheday

Him:YousayingI'mweak?

Me:I'msayingthatwon'thappen,youcan'tfuck

himup

Him:Soyoucurrentlycomparingmetoyourex?

Me:Maybeweshouldn'ttalkaboutthis

Him:Nopleasehumourme,seemslikeyoustill

haveathingforthisguy



Me:Anditseemslikeyouobsessedwithhim..

Kelsoisnotgoingtodoanythingsojustletitgo.

Let'sfocusonusandforgetthatheexists

Henodded..

Me:Thankyou

NONGCEBO

WearrivedattheschoolandBongekawasstanding

atthegatewithsomeothergirl.Igotoutofthecar

andwalkeduptothem..

Me:Hey

Bongeka:Thankyouforcoming

Me:Whathappened?

Bongeka:I'lltellyouwhenwegethome

Ilookedatthegirl..

Bongeka:ThisismybestfriendNessi,Nessithisis

myAunt

Nessi:Nicetomeetyou



Ilookedather...

Me:Whathaveyougirlsdone?

Bongeka:Wewilltalkaboutitwhenwegethome

Shebidherfriendfarewell..

Nessi:Wescorpionsrememberthat

Bongekanodded..

Bongeka:Seeyoutomorrow

Nessi:Seeyoutomorrow

Wewenttothecar..

Banza:Heywhathappened?

Bongeka:Ibeatupsomegirlso..

Me:Youdidwhat?

Banzastarteddriving..

Bongeka:Ialsorunapagewithmyfriendwherewe

bullypeople

Banza:Nessiisyourfriend?

Bongeka:Yes



Banzashookhishead..

Me:Whywouldyoudothat?

Bongeka:Idon'tknow..Maybeboredom

Me:Youdon'tbullypeoplejustbecauseyoubored,

whatishappeningforrealBongeka?

Her:Idon'tknow,sometimesIgetwaytooangry

thenIthinkaboutbadthingsandIendupdoing

them

Banza:Whatkidssee,theydo

Me:Bongekais14,she'soldenoughtoknowthat

bullyingiswrong.Nomatterhowangryyouare,you

don'tcauseotherpeoplepain.Youdon'ttreat

peoplelikethat,it'snotright

Her:Wellithappened

Me:Doyouknowhowseriousthisis?

Her:CanwetellthattomyFather?Hedoesittous

alltimeandhedoesn'tseeanythingwrongwithit.I

amhisDaughterafterall,thisshouldn'tsurpriseyou

BanzalookedatmeandIlookedathim.Idon't



knowhowMakhathiniisgoingtofeelaboutthis..

.

Tobecontinued
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KELSO(KB)

Nessididn'ttellmewhathappenedatschool,she

justtoldmethatIshouldattendameeting

tomorrowatthePrincipal'soffice.Idoubtit's

somethingbig,Nessiisaverywellbehavedchild.

LateronthatdaySolecalledforallofustomeet,so

theydrovedownhereandweweregoingtodiscuss

whateveritwasoveracoupleofbeers...

Me:SotheItalianscalledyouandthreatenedyou?

Sole:Yes

Stallion:Can'twejustgivethembacktheir50grand?

Sole:Theywon'tacceptit..It'snolongeraboutthe

moneyanymore,it'saboutRespect.Theyverysure

thatwehavedisrepectedthemsotheygoingto



comeforus

Ilaidbackonthechair..

Me:Thenwewillbeready

Sole:WedealingwithItalianshere,Ithinkwe

shouldjusthumbleourselvesandmakepeace

Stallion:Iagree

Me:Isaywegotowar,wenotgoingtohumble

ourselvesandwenotgoingtoletthemthinkthatwe

weak

Sole:Kelsothisisnotaboutyourego,someother

fightsarenotworthit..Trustme!

Stallion:ThinkaboutHakeemman,it'snolonger

aboutyou

Banzawalkedinandmadehiswaytous...

Banza:MaGents

Stallion:Banza

Helookedatme...

Him:Singaringa?(canwetalk)



Me:Sure

Him:Inprivate

Me:Whateveryouwannasay,yousayitinfrontof

mycats

Henodded..

Banza:Ibelievethere'sagirlyoumettoday

Me:Imeetalotofgirls

Banza:Theoneyouhadanaltercationwithat

Clicks,Nongcebo?

Me:Ohwmywife,hernameisNongcebo?

Him:IbelieveshebruisedyourEgo,andknowing

you.Youdon'tletsuchthingsgo

Me:BruisedmyEgo?

Him:Iwantyoutostayawayfromher,Idon'twant

tohaveitwithyou.Itwon'tgodownwell

IlookedatStallion,helaughedandraisedbothhis

handsup...IlookedatBanza

Me:AreyouthreateningMe?



Him:IbelievethatifIwasthreateningyou,you

wouldknow

Me:That'strue

IlookedatSole..

Me:He'sright..IfhewasthreateningmeIwould

know

Solelaughedwhileshakinghishead..

Banza:Iguessweunderstandeachother?

Me:ComeonBanzawhatdoyoutakemefor?You

andIcomeveryfarIrespectyou

Him:I'mgladtohearthat

HelookedatSoleandStallionthennodded.He

walkedaway...

Sole:Younotgoingtoletitgoareyou?

Me:HejustthreatenedmeofcourseI'mnotgoing

toletitgo!

Sole:Don'tyouthinkthatheprobablycaresalot

aboutthisgirl?Hestooduptoyouforthisgirl



Me:Idon'tcarewhathedid,buthejustthreatened

me.Youdon'tthreatenme!

NONGCEBO

Bongekatoldmeeverything,shetoldmeeverything

aboutwhatshehasbeendoingatschool.Iheldher

hand..

Me:I'msorryforwhatyougoingthrough.Youneed

tounderstandthathowyourfatheristreatingyou,

it'snotyourfault.Ithasnothingtodowithyou,it

haseverythingtodowithhim.Ifapersontreatsyou

bad,thenthere'ssomethingwrongwiththatperson

andnotyou.However,howyourespondtothatis

entirelyyourownfault.BullyingotherPeoplethat's

yourchoice,youdoingexactlywhatyourfatheris

doingtoyousweetieandyoushouldknowbetter.

Youshouldknowbetterhowitfeelslikesothatyou

don'tdoittoothers.BabyAngerandhatethoseare

heavyemotionstocarry.Theydonothingtoyour

fathertheyonlydestroyingyou.Theygoingtomake

youavilepersonandyougoingtoruinyourlife,



slowlybutsurely.YouwillendupinPrison,endup

inthestreets,yougoingtoruinyourlifejust

becauseyouallowedhimtohavepoweroveryour

life.ImagineifIwalkedaroundeverydaymadatthe

wholeworld,lifearoundhereforyouwouldbemore

difficult.Havingtwopeoplemistreatingyou.Your

fatheronlycontributedtobringingyouintothis

world,howyouturnoutit'sallonyou.

Isawtearswellingup..

Me:Youstillveryyoung,imaginehowyougoingto

turnoutattheageof18.Yesheisabadperson,he

isabadhumanbeingbutifyoufocusmostlyon

thatit'sgoingtoruinyou.Begratefulforwhatyou

currentlyhave.Aroofoveryourhead,food,clothes,

yougoingtoagoodschool.Thisisyourcurrent

realityandnotyourfuture.Thingscanchange

tomorrow,lifeisveryunpredictable.Insteadof

concentratingonwhat'shappeningwhynot

concentratemoreonhowyourlifewouldbewhen

youleavethisplace,becausewearegoingtoleave

soon.

Shenodded..



Me:I'msorrythathisactionsmadeyoutoresortto

suchthings,Idon'twantyoutoturnoutlikehim.

YouarehisDaughterbutyounothim.Youwill

neverbethemonsterthatheisPeriod!Wellnot

whenI'mstillalive

Shelaughed..

Me:Whenyougetangryjusttalktome,ratherthan

takingoutyourangeronpeoplewhodidnothingto

you.

Her:Ipromise

Weheardthedooropening..

Me:YouknowI'mgoingtohavetotellhimright?

Her:YaIknow

Hewalkedin..

Him:Sanibonani

Igotup..

Hecametomeandkissedme..

Him:Kushonebani?(whodied)



Me:Ihavetoattendameetingtomorrowmorningat

Bongeka'sschool

Him:Ngoba?(why)

Me:Shegotinvolvedinafight

Him:Uyalwaeskoleni(Youfightingatschool)

Her:Itwasamistake

Henodded..

Him:HaikodwauyahluphaBongeka(Youvery

problematic)

Me:It'sokayI'llhandleit

Hekissedmycheek..

Him:Siyabonga(Wearethankful)

HewalkedtothebedroomandIfollowedhim..

Me:Zulu

HelookedatmeandIclosedthedoor..

Me:Ngicabangilengayo(Ithoughtaboutit)

Hewaitedformetosaysomething..



Me:Iwillmarryyou

Hiseyeswidened..

Me:YesIwillmarryyou!

Hesmiled...Iamgoingtousethisopportunityto

planhowBongekaandIwegoingtoescape..

SOLE

IwasdrivingbacktomyplacewhenIreceiveda

callfromSandisiwe..

Me:Thisisveryunexpected

Ianswered..

Me:Hello?

Shedidn'tsayanything..

Me:Hello?

Iheardhersniffing..

Me:What'swrong?Talktome

Her:Iamsorryfordoingthis,Iknowthatwedon't

knoweachotherthatwelland..



Me:What'swrong?

Her:Myboyfriendkickedmeout(crying)

Me:Huh?

Her:Hecamewithanothergirlandjustkickedme

out

Isighed..

Her:I'mstandingatthemaingateofthecomplex

withmybags,Idon'tevenknowwheretogo(crying)

Me:Okayit'sfinejusttextmethenameofthe

complexandI'llbethere

Her:Okay..Thankyou

Ihungup..

KELSO(KB)

WhenIgothome,Nessiwassittingonthecouch

lookingatherMother'spicture.I'msurethatmy

Grandmotherwasalreadysleeping,shesleeps

early..



Me:Goose

Her:Goose

Isatnexttoher..

Me:What'sonyourmind?

Her:IwishIknewher,wishIhadmetherbeforeshe

died

Ilookedatthepicture..

Her:Whydidsheabandonedme?

Me:Shehadproblemsofherown,butknowingthe

personthatshewas.I'msurethatshelovedyou

verymuchbutbecauseofherowndemonsshe

couldn'traiseyou.That'swhyshebroughtyouhere

becausesheknewthatGramsandIweregoingto

takegoodcareofyou

Shesmiled...

Her:Whatwasshelike?

Ipulledherclosertome,shelaidherheadonmy

chest..

Me:Shewasveryhumble,veryfriendly,onlyspoke



whensheneededtoo.Shekepttoherself,if

somethingwasbotheringhershewouldbottleitup

andletiteatherthantalkingaboutit.Withthepain

thatshehadburieddeepinsideofhershe

eventuallyturnedtodrugssothatshecouldcope

witheverything

Her:Isee

Me:Wecanvisithergravethisweekend

Her:I'dlikethatverymuch

Me:Iloveyousoomuchneverforgetthat

Her:Iloveyoutoo

(Silence)

Her:Whateveryougoingtoheartomorrow,never

doubtyourparentingskills

Me:Whatdoyoumean?

Her:It'snothing,let'sforgetaboutit

SOLE



Iarrivedatthecomplex,Ididseeherstandingwith

oneofthesecurityguardsatthegate.Igotoutof

thecarandapproachedthem,whenshesawme

sheranuptomeandhuggedme..

Me:It'sokay..I'mherenow

Sheheldmetightandjustcriedonmyshoulder..

.

Tobecontinued
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NONGCEBO

ThefollowingmorningIpreparedmyselftogoto

Bongeka'sschool.Makhathiniwastheonewho

droveus,insteadofBanza.Hedidn'twalkinwithus

though,hehadtogobacktothetaxirank...Hesaid

hewilltellBanzatocomeandfetchus..

AtthePrincipal'soffice,somegirlwassittingwith

herMother.Shewasbadlybruisedandhadaguaze

onhernosebridge.Shewaswhite,soallthe

bruiseswereveryvisible.Myheartwastorninto



pieces,Bongekaisresponsibleforthis???

AsweweresittingKeslowalkedinwithBongeka's

friend.Hewasshockedtoseeme,Iwasshockedto

seehimtoo.Theysatdown

Prinicipal:Thankyouallforcoming

Thedeputyprincipalwasaroundtooandtwo

Teachers..

Prinicipal:Ihavecalledyouheretoalertyouon

whathasbeenhappeningwithregardstothe

students.Thisschooldoesn'tacceptanyformof

bullying,andbullyingbringsaboutunsettling

consequences.Ithascometomyattentionthat

BongekaZuluandNessiBhembetheyhavebeen

bullyingotherstudents.TheirlatestvictimisMandy

vandemerwe.Yesterdaythegirlsbrutallyattacked

herinthegirlstoilets.Theyhitherandflushedher

face.Sheisnotthefirstvictim,manystudentshave

beenbulliedontheirFacebookpage,onebeinga

grade10studentMatthewwhoattemptedsuicide

lastnightwhenhispictureswerealloversocial

mediabeingmockedbythesetwo



Kelsolaughed..

Kelso:Idon'tknowwhatyoutalkingabout,my

Niecewouldneverdosuch.Wetalkallthetime

aboutbullying,sheknowshowwrongitis

Nessilookeddown..

Prinicipal:UnfortunatelyyourNieceisnotas

innocentasshelooks

Kelsolookedather..

Kelso:Goose

TearsstreameddownfromNessi.

Kelso:Isittrue?

Sheslownodded..

Teacher1:Otherstudentshavebeensincesigning

apetitionthatBongekaandNessishouldn'tbein

thesameschoolasthem,theyterrifiedofthesetwo

girls

KelsokepthiseyesonNessi..

MrsVandeMerwe:Isendmychildherefor

educationnottobeviolated.Idon'tknowwhatkids



youraisingbutthesetwoarehooligans,they

shouldn'thaveaplaceinthesociety

Principal:MrsVandeMerweandTheBothafamily,

Matthew'sfamilyaresuingtheculprits

Ireallydidn'tknowwhattosay..

Prinicipal:IhavealertedtheDepartmentof

EducationandunfortunatelyBongekaandNessiare

expelledfromthisschoolwithimmediateeffect

Kelsostartednoddingrepeatedly..

Prinicipal:Iwouldlikebothguardianstosignhere

Isignedfirst,thenKeslosigned.IsawKelso's

vulnerableside.Ashewassigninghiseyeswelled

up.HelookedatMrsVandeMerwe

Kelso:I'msosorry,Ideeplyapologize.Iwillpayfor

hermedicalbills,herschoolfeesupuntilshe

finisheshighschool.Iwillpayforhertherapy

sessionsanythingthatshe'sgoingtoneedthatwill

helpherthroughthiswholeordeal

HelookedatthePrincipal..

Kelso:Iwouldliketogetintouchwiththefamilyof



theboy,youhavejustearnedmyrespectbynot

allowingsuchactstobecarriedoutatyourschool.

Mysincereandhumbleapologies

Helefteveryonespeechless..

Me:Ialsoapologize,there'snoexcusetowhat

happened

IlookedatBongeka..

Bongeka:I'msorryMandy

Nessi:I'msorryMandy

Principal:Myassistantwillgiveyouallthedetails

ofbothfamilies

Kelsowasthefirsttowalkout..

BongekalookedatMandy..

Bongeka:IfitwaspossibleIwouldhaveyouflush

myheaddownthetoilettoo

Mandylaughed...

Mandy:It'sokaysorryyougotexpelled

Bongeka:Ideserveit,it'snotrighttomistreatother



people

Mandynodded..

Weallgotup...

Me:ThankyouPrincipal

Theprincipalnoddedandwewalkedout.Igotthe

detailsfromtheassistantandthenwemadeour

wayout.Nessiwasinaverybadstate,shecouldn't

stopcrying..

Me:Heycomehere

Ihuggedher...

Nessi:Ididn'tmeananyharm

Iputbothmyhandsonhercheeks..

Me:It'sokay

Nessi:Itjuststartedasajoke,wedidn'tknowthatit

wouldgetthisfar..MyUncleprobablyhatesme

now

Me:He'sjustverydisappointedandIamtoo,you

girlsshouldn'tbedoingthis.Bullyingisvery

traumatizing,itbreaksthevictimtosuchanextent



thattheycanharmthemselves

Nessi:Ifeelverybad

Me:Iknowsweetie,it'sokay

Weallwalkedouttotheparkinglot,Kelsowas

leaningagainsthiscar.Assoonashesawus,he

madehiswaytoNessi.Heseemedbothmadand

brokenatthesametime..

Kelso:I'msogoingtofuckenkillyou!!

Nessi:I'msorry(crying)

Hegrabbedherbytheneck..

Kelso:Why??Why??

Nessi:I'msorry(crying)

Me:Ke..

Kelso:Youliedtome!!!

Iputmyhandonhisshoulder..

Me:Kelsostop!Stopit!!

Hepushedmeaway..

Me:Stopit!Doyouwanttogotojail?Securityis



approachingus

IbrokeitoffthenhidNessibehindme...

Him:Nongcebomove,Idon'twannahurtyou

Me:Humanerror?Rememberhumanerror?

Him:Thisisnohumanerror!!Itwasnotamistake!!

Me:Maybethere'sareasonwhyshedidit,andif

youactlikethisyouwon'tknowwhatthereal

reasonisbehindthebullyingsocalmdown!!

Security:Istheresomethingwrong?

Me:NoI'msorry..Wewerejustleaving

IlookedatKelso..

Me:Wewerejustleaving

Kelso:Fuck!!!

Hewalkedtohiscaragain..

Nessi:Canyoupleaseridewithus?I'mscaredhe

hasneverbeenthisangrywithmebefore

IlookedatBongeka,sheseemedscaredtoo

Me:It'sokay..We'll..We'llgotogether



Nessi:Thankyou

Weallwenttothecar..

SOLE

Ilookedathershewasstillsleeping.LastnightI

broughthertomyplace...

Sheslowlyopenedhereyesandsawmestaringat

her,shesmiled..

Her:Goodmorning

Me:Goodmorning

Shehadablackeye..

Her:I'msureyouwannaknowwhathappened

Me:Well..

Her:I'msureyoualsowannaknowwhyIdidn'tgo

homeorsomething

Ishruggedmyshoulders..Shepulleddownthe

covers,shewasonlyinherlacebraandlace

underwear.Ilookedaway..



Me:I'llwaitforyouinthelounge

Iwalkedoutofthebedroomandwenttothelounge,

Isatdownonthecouchandwaitedforher.She

walkedinacoupleofsecondslater,shehadputon

at-shirt.Herthickbeautifulthighswerehardlyeven

coveredbythet-shirt..

Shesatdown..

Her:Idroppedoutofuniversityafterfailingmyfirst

year

Shelaughed...

Her:Ifuckedupmylifeandathometheydon'teven

know.TheythinkI'mstillatschoolbutinactualfact

Iamastrugglingwriterwhomovedinwithher

boyfriendbecauseIcouldn'taffordrent,stupidI

know

Me:Whydidn'tyourepeat?

Her:Busarydroppedme,Icomefromaverystrict

family.Theytakeeducationveryseriouslyandif

theyfoundthatIflunked,homewasgoingtobe

verydepressingandDadwasgoingtodisownme



Me:I'msorrytohearthat

Sheshookherhead..

Her:Don'tbe,I'vegotonlymyselftoblame

Me:Howdidyoumeethim?

Her:Heisadesigner,methimatacluboncewhenI

wasoutwithfriends.Hemademeabrand

ambassadorforhisclothinglabel,didn'tpayme

muchbuthegavemeahomeafterIfailedmyfirst

yearandI'vebeensincelivingwithhim.Forgedmy

results,athometheythinkI'mdoingmy3rdyear

Icontinuedlistening..

Her:Hechangedastimewenton.Startedcheating,

hewasemotionallyabusiveandlastnighthe

decidedtobringherhome

Sheshookherheadagain..

Her:Hebeatmeupanddraggedmeout

Shestartedgettingemotional..

Her:Shewasmybestfriendandshelaughedashe

beatmeupinfrontofher



Shechuckledandwipedhertears..

Her:LoveisstupidItellyou!

POWER

IwasatKelso'shousedroppingoffHakeem.His

GrandmotherhadagreedtobabysitforthedayasI

wasgoingtodosomejobhunting.IwantHakeem

tospendtimewiththemandgetusedtothem,plus

theydidpaydamages.Hewaslaidpeacefullyon

thecouchsleeping..

Grams:I'mreallyproudofyoudoyouknowthat?

Me:ThankyouGrams

Itookmybagandheardthekitchendooropening,I

heardanunfamiliarfemalevoice.

Her:Kelsowait..Don'tdothis

Kelsoshowedup,hewasdraggingNessiroughlyby

herarm.Nessiwascrying.

Hetookherstraighttoherbedroom,withthislady

followingthemandanothergirl..Gramspickedup



Hakeemandwalkedtoherbedroomwithher..I

walkedtoNessi'sroom.

Lady:Kelsodon'tdothis

KelsotookoffhisbeltandstartedhittingNessi,

Nessiwasscreamingandapologizing.Theother

girlthatwaswiththemtookafewstepsback

shakingherheadwithherhandscoveringherears..

Nessi:I'msorryUncle(Screaming)

Kelsowasswingingthatbeltasiflikehewas

whoopingsomeonehissize.Iwasshocked

becauseKelsolovesNessiwithallhisheart,Idon't

knowwhyhewasdoingthis

Istoodatthedoorandwatchedthewholething..

Whenheislikethis,noonecangetthroughtohim..

Kelso:WhyNessi???

Ihaveneverseenhimthatmuchangry,hewas

goingtokillher..Theladyjumpedinbetweenthem,

shehidNessibehindher.

Lady:OkayKelsouzwile!!Uzwile!!(sheheardyou)

Idon'tknowwhosheisnorwhyshe'splaying



superherobecauseKelsocanjustturnonherand

beatthemboth.Nessihadherarmstightlywrapped

aroundthelady'swaist..

Kelso:Nongcebosuka(Nongcebomove)

Shedidn'tmove..

Kelso:Isaidmove!!Thishasnothingtodowithyou!!

Lady:Sishayeke!!Sishayesonke!!(hitus,hitusboth)

Didshejustraisehervoiceathim?

Lady:Ifit'sgoingtomakeyoufeelanybetterthen

goahead,sinhlanganisesonkengamakhanda!!!!!

WhatI'mnotgoingtoletyoudoiskillthislittlegirl

infrontofme!

Kelsoloweredhishand,heexhaledandthenthrew

thebeltonthebed.Helookedatherandshelooked

athim..ShemovedalittlewithNessiandtookthe

belt,shestretchedherhandouttohim..

Her:Here...Angithiyoustillgoingtodoiteven

whenIleavesolet'srathergetitoveranddonewith!

Doit,butknowthatyouwillhavetogothroughme

firsttogettoher



Shetookoffhert-shirtandthrewitonthebed..

Her:ShouldIalsotakeoffmybrasothatyoucan

drawavisiblemap?ShouldI?

Kelsolookedatherandputonhisbelt...

Heclickedhistonguedefeatedandthenwalkedout

pushingmeoutofthewayintheprocess,theLady

closedhereyesandsighedinrelief.Iswearmy

heartbledatthatmoment,ifitwasmewhodidthat.

Hewould'vepossiblykilledme,Iwouldhavea

concussionrightnow..Shelookedatme..

Welookedateachforawhile,whydidn'thego

psychoonher?Whoisshe?Howwassheableto

putdownthemonsterinKelso?

Lady:OhwmywordBongeka!

Shewentandtookhert-shirtandworeit,thenshe

walkedoutpassingasNessifollowedher..

.

Tobecontinued
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KELSO(KB)

Ilaiddowninbedthatnightfacingtheceiling.

Thinkingabouthowbullyinginmyprimaryyears

almostruinedmylife.Tearsstreameddownonthe

sideswhenIthoughtaboutthatnightwhenItriedto

hangmyselfwithabelt.Iwasyoung,didn'tknow

muchaboutsuicide,allIknewisthatIwantedtodie

soIcanberidofallthepain.IfmySisterdidn'tfind

me,Iprobablywouldn'tbeheretoday.Sheheldme

thewholenightandtoldmethatthosegirlswill

neverstopunlessIstanduptothem.Shetoldme

fearshouldn'tcrippleme,itshouldmakeme

courageous.Givemestrengthandmakemestrong.

Onedaywhentheytriedtobullyme,Ibeatoneof

themsobadthattheotherstookafewstepsback.

Fromthatdayfearleftme,Ibecamethe

motherfuckerthatIamtoday..

NONGCEBO



MakhathinipacedupanddownintheroomafterI

hadtoldhimaboutBongekabeingexpelledfrom

school,hewasfuming..

Him:Imaliengakaengiyibhadalayolaphaeskoleni

Bongeka?(I'vepaidalotofmoneyatthatschool

Bongeka)

Bongeka'sschoolfeesisR4500amonth.

Me:Zulu

Him:ThulaMakhubalo!(shutup)

HelookedatBongeka.

Him:Itriedtomakeyouhaveabetterfuture,Iwork

hardeverydaytogiveyoueverything!Whatdoyou

do?Youspitonmyface?

Bongekakeptquiet..

Him:Phendulamaan(answerme)

Hepulledherofffromthecouchbyherhairand

threwherdownonthefloor.Hestartedkickingher

senseless,Igotupfromthecouchandpushedhim

witheverystrengththatIhad..



Me:Zuluuzobulalaumntwana(Stopit,yougoingto

killher)

Heturnedtome..

Him:Ifyouhavetaughthermannersshewouldbe

behaving!

Me:HaveyouthoughtthatmaybeI'mnotthe

problemhere?

Him:Ini?(what)

Me:Bongekacannotwakeuponedayanddecideto

hurtotherkids,shelearnedfromthebest!

Heslappedmeacrosstheface..

Bongekagotupfromthefloor..

Me:Gotoyourroomandlockthedoor

Shelookedathimandthenwenttoherbedroom

andthenlockedthedoor..

Zululookedatme..

Me:MaybeyouareashittyFather!

HepushedmeandIhitthecouchbeforefallingto



thefloor..

Me:Beatingmewon'tchangethefactthatyouarea

shittyfatherandashittyhusbandingeneral

HestartedkickingmewhilstIwasonthefloor,right

nowit'sbettermeattheendofhisangerthan

Bongeka..

KELSO(KB)

InmywholelifeI'veneverhadanyonestandupto

melikeNongcebodid.I'vealwaysbeenableto

paralyzeanyoneandeveryonewithfear.Shestood

hergroundandneverletmeintimidateher.She

neverletthemonsterinmegettoher,shedidn'tsee

methatway.

InsteadofgettingreallymadIfoundmyselfwith

differentfeelings,Ismiledandthenlaughed..

SOLE

SandiwasonthebedusingmyMacBooktotype

chaptersforherbooks.Itookmyphoneandwent



tothebalcony,IcalledmyPIValium..

Him:Sole

Me:DidIwakeyouup?

Him:Yes

Me:I'vegotajobforyou

Him:I'mlistening

Me:Ineedyoudigupsomethingaboutsomeone

Him:Who?

Me:SandisiweGxaba,I'llsendyouherpictureson

whatsapp

Him:I'llbewaiting

Me:Digupanythingandeverythingabouther

includingherfamily

Him:I'lldothat

Inmylineofworkit'snoteasytotrustsomeone.I

needprooftocollaborateherstory...

POWER



Ididn'tgohomelastnight,Isleptover.This

morningIwokeupandmadeeveryonebreakfast

stillthinkingaboutwhathappenedyesterday,

Hakeemwasbusycrawlingonthefloor..

Grams:Goodmorning

Me:MorningMa

Her:IjustcheckedonNessishe'ssleeping,last

nightIgaveherpillstohelphersleep

Me:WhywouldKelsodothat?HelovesNessiwith

allhisheart

Her:Itwasboundtohappenoneday,that'swhyIlet

ithappen.Nessihasahabitofactingoutbecause

shethinksthatKelsowillalwaysaccepther

behavior,sheneededtoseethatshe'snotabove

everyone

Inodded,shepickedHakeemfromthefloor.

Her:UmntwanakaGogowakhe

Me:MacanIaskyousomething?

Her:Yes



Me:ThatLadywhocameyesterdaydoyouknow

her?

Her:I'veneverseenherbefore

Me:DoyouthinkthatsheisKelso'sgirlfriend?

Her:Idon'tknow..Hedidn'thurtherdidhe?

Me:No..Actuallyshestooduptohim

Shelaughed...

Her:Finallysomeonewhoisnotscaredofhim

(Silence)

Her:Youknowthathe'sgoingtofallforherright?

He'sgoingtofallhard.Mainlybecauseshe'snot

scaredofhimandhe'sgoingtolovethatabouther

more

Me:Isee

NONGCEBO

ThatmorningIwaswokenupbyBongeka,Iwas

sleepingonthecouch.Mywholebodywasaching..



Her:Mamncane

IlookedatherandrealizedthatIhadlostvisionon

mylefteye,itwasshut..

Me:HeyBaby

Her:Howbadlydidhehurtyou?

Me:I'mgoingtobefine

Her:I'llgetyoupainkillers

Me:Thankyou

LastnightIwasscared,Ithoughthewasgoingto

killme.Hedidn'tstop,hekeptonandonuntilIlaid

still.That'swhenhestopped.Iclosedmyothereye

andtearsstreameddown,ifitwasBongekashe

probablywould'vedied..

.

Tobecontinued
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KELSO(KB)



ThefollowingmorningIwokeupandprepared

myselfforthedayahead.Iwantedtogoandsee

Sole,IneedhelpfromhisPI.

IwassurprisedtoseePowerhangingaroundthe

housesoearlyinthemorning..

Her:Goodmorning

Me:Morning

Shepassedmeandwenttogetthekettle..

Me:Whatareyoudoingheresoearly?

Her:Isleptover

Me:Why?

Her:RememberwetalkedaboutHakeemgetting

usedtoyouguys

Me:Youcouldjustbringhim

Her:IfI'mnotaroundhewillcry

Me:Hewillcryandeventuallygetusedtous

Her:WhydoIfeellikeI'mnolongerwelcomedhere



Me:Youalwayswelcomehere

Her:Ihopeso..CanImakeyoubreakfast?

Me:Yeahsure..I'llbeinthelounge

Iwalkedtothelounge..

NONGCEBO

TheDrjustprovidedmewiththesamethingthathe

givesmeallthetime.Bathingsalts,lavenderoil,

ointment,andpainkillers.HeistheDrthat

Makhathinialwayscallstocomeandexamineme...

Banza:Howareyoufeelingnow?

Iwaslayingonthecouch..

Me:I'mstillverymuchinpain

Him:Nongcebothiscan'tgoon,youcan'tmarrythis

guy

Me:HaditbeenBongekainmyshoes,hewould've

killedthepoorchild

Him:Nexttimehe'sgoingtokillyou



Hethoughtforawhile..

Him:Iknowsomeonewhocantakehimdown

Me:Who?

Him:Kelso

Ishookmyhead...

Me:No..Makhathiniisveryruthless

Him:KelsohasnoconscienceIknowhecantake

himdown

Me:Peopledon'tdofavoursforfree

Him:IknowwithKelsoit'saquidproquo,hewill

wantmetorepaythefavouratsomepoint

Me:Ican'tletyoudothis

Him:I'llbebacklatertocheckuponyou

Hekissedmeontheforehead..Thenheleft.

IcalledBongeka..

Bongeka:Mamncane?

Me:AreyoustilltalkingtoyourfriendNessi?



Her:Yes,wetalkonwhatsapp

Me:AskherforherUncle'snumber

Her:Why?

Me:Ithinkhewillbeoutticketoutofhere

KELSO(KB)

ItookHakeemwithasIwenttoseeSole..

Heopenedthedoor..

Him:KB

Iwalkedin..

Him:Yespleasecomein

Heclosedthedoor..

Him:towhatdoIowethisvisit?

Me:IneedtouseyourPI

IputHakeemdown..

Him:Why?

Me:That'smybusiness



Him:I'llcallhimforyou

Sandisiwewalkedin..

Her:SoleI..

Shelookedatme..

Her:OhwHi

IlookedatSole..

Her:WewilltalklaterIguess

Shewalkedout..

Me:Really?

Him:Valliumisbusywithsomethingatthemoment

Me:Youfuckingher?

Him:Youstillgoingtogetyourrevenge?

Me:NoIhaveseriousthingstoworryabout

Myphonerang,Itookitoutofmypocket..

Icheckedandthenumberwasn'tfamiliar..

Me:Hello?

Voice:Checkingifmyhusbandisnotinjail



Me:Howdidyougetmynumber?

Her:Itwasn'tdifficultreally

Me:Isee...Howareyou?

Her:I'minpain

Me:What'swrong?

Her:Nothingmuchjusthadanaltercationwithmy

husbandandthingswentsouthforme

Me:Youmarried?

Her:Notlegally

Me:Iamconfused

Her:Justwantedtocheckifyounotinjailthat'sall

Me:I'mnotinjailfornow

Her:That'sgoodtohear..Bye

Me:Bye

Sole:I'llgiveyouVallium'snumber

Me:Noit'sokay,Idon'tthinkI'llbeneedingit

anymore



NONGCEBO

BanzaisnotgoingtoletthisMakhathinithinggo.I

carealotforBanzaandIwon'tfeelcomfortable

knowingthathislifewillalwaysbeindanger.So

rightnowI'dratherhaveKeslodoitthanBanza

doing,KelsoandIwemeannothingtoeachother..

Bongekabroughtmesomethingtoeat,shehelped

metositupstraight..

Me:ThankyouBaby

Her:Areevergoingtogetoutofhere?

Me:Wewilldon'tworry

Her:Whycan'twepoisonhim?

Me:Bongeka

Her:I'mjustasking

Me:Yourfatherknowsthatwecanturnonhim

anytime,heisalwaysalert.Poisoninghimisgoing

tobeverydifficult,itmightevenbackfire

Her:SohowisNessi'sUnclegoingtohelp



Me:Nessi'sUncleseemslikesomeonewhocango

againsthimandrightnowhewillbeouronlyhope..

Ifweruntotheshelterhe'sgoingtohuntusdown

andwon'tstopuntilhefindsus.Wewillneverlivein

peace,wewillalwaysbelookingoverourshoulders

andwhenhefindsusheisgoingtokillus,Iamnot

forharminganyonebutwewillonlyhavePeace

whenweknowthatyourfatherisnomore,atleast

hewon'tdiebyourhand

Shenodded..

ItextedBanza..

"Don'taskKelsoforthefavourjustasyet,ifmy

escapedoesn'tworkthenwecanaskhim"

KELSO(KB)

Sole:Whatisabout?

Me:I'mtryingtotrackdownsomeone

Sole:Who?

Me:Somegirl



Sole:Someoneyouwannagetrevengeon?

Me:Notreally

Sole:Wait...Someoneyoucarefor?

Me:Idon'tknowyet

Sole:AskValliumhecangetyoualltheinformation

youneed

Me:TellhimhernameisNongcebo,fromwhat

BanzaandIspokeaboutIthinkshe'sinvolvedwith

somemanbythenameofMakhathini

Him:YouaregoingafterthatgirlthatBanzacares

for

Me:Banzaneversaidtheyinarelationship,and

Banzathreatenedmeremember

Heshookhishead..

Sole:Banzawon'ttakethisjustlyingdown

Me:Banzahasneverhurtanyone,hedoesn'thave

thegutstodoso

Sole:Youalwaysstartingshitwithsomeone



Me:HowquickcanValliumgetbacktome?

Sole:I'mtextinghimnow

IpickedHakeemup..

Me:You'llkeepmeinformed

Him:Yeahcoolman

.

Tobecontinued
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NONGCEBO

[2WEEKSLATER]

BanzaisaverygoodandhumblePerson,thelast

thingIwantisforhimtogethurtbyMakhathini.I

don'twantMakhathinikillinghimonmybehalf,I

wouldneverforgivemyself.Hedoesnothavewhat

ittakestoactuallytakehimon,notbecausehe's

weakbutbecauseit'snotinhisnaturetohurt



someone.OntheotherhandKelsoseemslike

someonewhocanactuallybringMakhathinidown,

andtheonlywaythatIwillbeabletohavemy

freedombackiswhenMakhathinimeetshis

untimelydeath..

IknowthatwhatI'mresortingtooisnotright,I

knowusingKelsoiswrongbutIwon'tbeabletolive

mylifeontherun.Iwantpeace,Iwanttobefree.

Timeisnotonmyside.Theplanistohave

Makhathinitakenout,thenwhenheisnolongerin

thepicture.Bongekawillgotoboardingschooland

I'llgotovarsity.Startmylifealloveragain..

Iwasfeelingabetternow,thoughIwasn't

completelyhealedbutIwasalotbetter.KelsoandI

talkonthephoneeverynowandthen,Ilethim

knowwhat'shappeningandwhenIcan'tanswerhis

callIlethimknowwhy.Iamlettinghiminmyworld,

slowlybutsurelylettinghimknowwhat's

happeningtome...

EversincemyaltercationwithMakhathinithings



havebeenabittensebetweenus,hehasgivenme

myspacetocompletelyheal.Heleavesearlyinthe

morningandcomesbacklateatnight,wehardly

say3wordstoeachotherandthoughit'saffecting

himbutI'mgladhe'sgivingmepeace..

ThatmorningBanzacameandfetchedme,Ihad

liedtohimandsaidIwanthimtodrivemetothe

hospitaltodoanabortion,inactualfactI'mmeant

tomeetupwithKelso

Banza:Areyouokay?

Inodded..

Me:Justabitscared

Him:Wantmetogoinwithyou?

Me:NoI'llbefine,Idon'twantyoutowitnesssucha

sensitiveexperience

Him:Igetyou

Me:Youcancomepickmeuplater,heardit'sgoing

tobealongprocess



Him:You'llcallme

Ihuggedhim..

Me:Thankyou

Igotoutofthetaxiandapproachedthegate.He

waitedformetogetin,whenIwasinhetookoff.I

waitedforabout10minbeforegettingouttogoand

getataxi..

SANDISIWE

IwasonthephonewithmyMother..

Ma:Howareyouholdingup?

Me:SchoolisstartingtogetabittoughMa

Ma:Yourlastresultswereimpressive

Me:Iworkedhard

Ma:Sandiyoucan'tfailnow,Imaginehoweveryone

isgoingtolaughatus.Theywillmockusandmake

slycomments

Me:IknowMa,Iwon'tembarrassnordisappoint



you

Ma:Ihopenot..Anywaywhenareyouvisitinghome?

Me:Justafewweeksbeforeschoolsclose

Ma:Okaybecausethere'ssomethingimportantthat

wehavetodiscusswithyou

Me:Whatisit?

Ma:Can'tcompletelydiscussitoverthephone

Me:Whatisitabout?

Ma:OurPastor'sSonhasaskedforyourhandin

marriage,sowhenyoucomeforholidaysboth

familiesaregoingtomeetthenwhenweallagree

he'sgoingtopaylobolathenyouguyswill

exchangeringsatchurch

Iclosedmyeyesandexhaled..

Ma:Thewhiteweddingwillonlytakeplacewhen

youhavegraduatedandhavefoundajob

Me:Idon'thaveasayinthat?

Ma:Yourfatherthinksthatheisaverygoodyoung

man,hewilltreatyougood



Me:Idon'tlovehimMa

Ma:Thatdoesn'tmatter,solonghelovesyou.You

willlearntolovehimalongtheway.Yougetting

marriedSandi,noquestionsasked.Ifyoudecline,

youwillneverfindsuchanopportunityagain.We

don'twantyouendinguplikethesegirlsfrom

aroundhere,nosenseofbelongingtheyalways

playedbydifferentguys..That'snotthelifewewant

fromyou

Me:Iunderstand

Ma:Weknowwhat'sbestforyou,youeducatedand

youneedsomeonewhoisatyourlevel

Me:IhavetogoMa,classisabouttostart

Ma:Okaytakecarehoney

Me:Bye

Ihungup..

Iheardaknockatthedoor..

Sole:HopeI'mnotinterruptingyou

Atthatmoment,itwaslikealightbulbwentonin



mymind.Iturnedaroundandlookedathim.IfI

couldfallpregnantbySole,itwillcrushmyParents

plans.Idon'tknowhimthatwell,wehaveknown

eachotherforashortperiodoftimebutheisa

goodguy.Iwastakenbyhimfromtheveryfirstday

whenwemet.IfIfallpregnantbyhimlateronI

knowthathecantakemebacktoschool,Icould

benefitalotfromhimandIknowthathewilltake

goodcareofme.Helookslikeadecentguy..

NONGCEBO

Iarrivedatthemallandstoodexactlywherehesaid

hewillmeetme.Istoodthereforasweet5min

beforeheshowedup..

Me:Hey

Hegavemeahugandliftedmeupalittle..

Him:Howareyou?

Me:I'mwellandhowareyou?

Him:I'mgoodcan'tcomplain

Kelsoisveryhandsome,verycharmingandanygirl



canfallforhim.Hisdimplesarethefirstthingthat

youfallfor,thenhisperfectsmileandteeth.

Lookingathimonewoulddenythatheisahot

messwhenitcomestohistemper,heseemslikea

perfectgentleman..

Him:Howwereyouabletobeletout?

Me:Ilied

Him:Whatdidyousay?

Me:SaidI'mgoingtothehospitaltohavean

abortion

Helaughed..

Him:Andheletyougojustlikethat?

Me:I'mjoking,justsaidI'mgoingtothehospitalto

havemybruiseschecked

Hissmilevanished..

Me:Hewasnevergoingtocome,wouldn'twantto

facehisshame

Him:Idon'tknowwhyyouputupwiththis

Me:Idon'thaveachoice,ifIwantedtoleavetrust



meIwould'veleftlongtimego.Hewouldfindme

andkillme,healwaysfindsme

Him:Isee

Me:Aghlet'snotlethimruinourday

Heheldmyhandandwestartedwalking..

Him:Ifhe'slikethatthenhewillknowthatyoulied,

hewillknowaboutthis

Me:It'sariskI'mwillingtotake.AtleastIfeelalive

andhappywhenI'mwithyou,that'sonethingI

won'tallowhimtotakeawayfromme

Hestoppedandlookedatme,heputbothhishands

onmycheeksandIwrappedmyarmsaroundhis

waist..

Him:AndI'mjustsupposedtositbackandlethim

dothis?

Me:Kelsowehavealreadyspokenaboutthis,heis

averyruthlessmanandIdon'twantyougetting

hurt..Iwouldneverforgivemyself

Him:Clearlyyoudon'tknowme



Me:Looksomedaythingswillworkout,nothing

badlastsforever

Him:Youaresohopeful

Me:Gottahavehope,that'stheonlythingkeeping

megoing

Heleanedoverandkissedme,ourveryfirstkiss..

Him:Thenwe'lljustkeeponbeinghopeful

Ismiled..

Me:Let'sbehopeful

Wecontinuedwalking...

SANDISIWE

Me:Thisishowyoumakeperfectpancakes

Helookedatthem..

Him:Notbad

Ichuckled..

Me:Notbadatall



Wewerebothstandingatthekitchencounter..I

wasmakinghimbreakfast..

Him:Iusedtobegoodatthis

Me:Thenwhathappened?

Him:IguessIgrewup

Ilaughed..

Me:Lameexcuse

Him:Thankyouforthepancakes

Me:Itwasnothing..Ishouldbethankingyoufor

whatyou'vedoneforme

Him:Itwasnothingtoo

Ilookedathimandhelookedatme..

Igotclosertohimandkissedhim,hekissedme

back.ThankGodhedidn'tpushmeawayorit

would'vebeenveryembarrassing..

Hisstrongarmssettledaroundmywaistsqueezing

itgentlyasminefoundtheirwayaroundhisneck.

WecontinuedFrenchkissinguntilhepickedmeup

andplacedmeontopofthecounter.I'vebeen



wearingnothingbutt-shirtsintheapartmentjustto

teasehim,he'samanafterallandI'msurehehas

fuckedmeinhismindalotoftimes.

Hetookoffmyt-shirtandItookoffhis..

Him:Areyousureaboutthis?

Me:Neverbeenthissureaboutanythinginmylife

before

Hepartedmylegsandgotinbetweenthem,he

kissedmyneckwhilefondlingmybreasts

Hishandswentdownfrommytummyallthewayto

mythighs.Itookoffmybrasothatthemoment

couldproceed...

NONGCEBO

Kelso:Whywouldwestartwithicecreamfirst

beforebreakfast?

Hespankedmybutt..

Me:Iloveicecream,couldn'tturnablindeyewhenI

sawit



Istopped..

Me:Letmetasteyoursandyoutastemine

Hebithislowerlip..

Him:Ifonlyyouweretalkingaboutsomething

Ihithimonhisshoulder..

Me:Youandyourdirtymind

Heletmetastehis..

Me:Notbad

Igavehimafullspoonofmine..

Me:Okayherewego

Ibroughtthespoonclosertohismouth,hedodged

itandgavemeakiss.Heforcedthroughhistongue

insidemymouth,thenhepulledback..

Him:IthinkIlikeyoursmore

Hewipedmylowerlip..Ilookedathimandshook

myheadwhilesmilingaswecontinuedwalking..

SANDISIWE



Thismomentwassupposedtobebeneficialforme,

IwentinwithforonegoalbutIfoundmyselfgetting

lostinit.Sobeautifullylostthateverythingdidn't

makesenseanymore,thewholeworldandit'shard

trialswasshutoutfrommybrain.Ilikedhowhis

strongarmshandledmybody,howsmoothand

dirtythekissingwas.Especiallywhenourtongues

foundaperfectrhythm,itturnedmeonmore..The

moistofhistonguegoingaroundincirclesonmy

erectnipple.Howhecuppedmybreastsandgently

massageditashistonguesofltymademytitmore

erect.[REMOVED]
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SANDISIWE

[REMOVED]

Thismomentwassupposedtobebeneficialforme,

IwentinwithforonegoalbutIfoundmyselfgetting

lostinit.Sobeautifullylostthateverythingdidn't

makesenseanymore,thewholeworldandit'shard

trialswasshutoutfrommybrain.Ilikedhowhis

strongarmshandledmybody,howsmoothand

dirtythekissingwas.Especiallywhenourtongues

foundaperfectrhythm,itturnedmeonmore..The

moistofhistonguegoingaroundincirclesonmy

erectnipple.Howhecuppedmybreastsandgently

massageditashistonguesofltymademytitmore

erect.Hisfingergentlygoinginandoutinsidemy

alreadywethole,occasionallypullingitoutand

massagingmyclitwiththewetnesswithmyjuices

givinghisfingernobreather.Iwassoakingwet,I

wantedustogettoitalready.

Heplacedbothmylegsontopofthecounterasthis

colouredwasprobablygoingtogivemethebest



fuckIhaven'thadinalongtime.

Heranthetipofhisdickagainstmyhole,myhands

laidbackonthecounterforabalance.Helookedat

mecarefullyhopingforthereactionhewantedfrom

myfacialexpression,andhegotit.Hetookthewhip

creamthatwasnexttomeandputitonmyclit,

thenhewentdownandlickeditoff.Iwrappedmy

legaroundhisnecklockinghimin..

Me:OhhhSole...

Helickeditalloff,andIbitmylowerlip.Hecame

backupandkissedmewhilstrubbinghimself

againstmyclit,Icouldfeelthathewasreallyhard.

Probablyafterthis,agreatthingisgoingtostart

betweenus..Ibethimnotevensuggestinga

condomconfirmedthathehasn'thaditforawhile,

andhedoesn'twantanythingdisturbinghim..

Hepushedhimselfinwithoutanywarning,Igasped

andpushedhimoffalittle..

Him:IfIhitit,thenit'smine

Ipulledhimbyhisneckandwesharedakissashe

thrustedindeeperanddeeper.



Heliftedmyassupabitashewentforit,startingof

gentlyandincreasinghispace.Ibalancedmy

handsonhisshouldersasImoanedloudly,his

moansdidn'tleavemyear

Wecontinuedfuckingandafterafewminuteshe

wasslammingharderthanthefirsttime..

Me:Ah..Ah..Ah..Ah..(Screaming)

Hepulledoutandgotmedownfromthecounter,he

turnedmearoundandspankedmyassafewtimes.

Ibalancedonthecounterashebentmealittle,

thenhetookitbehindme..

Him:Ohhhfuckbaby

Hegrabbedonmybraidsashestartedpumping,

myhandwentdowntomyclitandIrubbedmyself

aswecontinued..

.
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NONGCEBO

AfterspendingtimewithKelsohedrovemetothe

hospital.ImustadmitthatIreallyhadfunwithhim,

underneaththatintimidatingpersonalityIunearthed

thefunsideofhim.

Ihavenevermetanyoneasboldandconfidentas

him,kissingmeonourveryfirstdate.Touchingme

andnotbeingscaredtoshowaffectioninpublic.

Whatmakessuchaguybesounfortunateinlove?

Notmywordsbuthis.Hetoldmethatloveisnot

somethingthathehassatdownandthoughtoffor

somethingthathegoesaroundpersuing.Ifonlyhe

couldallowthissideofhimtotakeover,then

maybehislovelifewon'tbesounfortunate...

Hesentmeavideoonwhatsappofhimselfdriving

andsingingalongtosomesong,thesmile,the

laughandhisdimples.Isattheresmilingand

blushinglikeateenagerstupidlyinlove.Istoodup

asBanzamadehiswaytome..

Him:Hey



Me:Hey

Helookedatme..

Him:Forsomeonewhojusthadanabortion,you

seemveryhappy

Me:I'mjusthappythatIwon'tbecarrying

Makhathini'sbaby

Him:OhwIsee

Me:Comeonlet'sgo

SANDIWE

IwalkedinthelivingroomtofindSoleputtingupa

bookshelf.Literallythenoiseiswhatdisturbedmy

sleep..

Me:Whatareyoudoing?

Hestoppedandlookedatme..

Him:Yourwalloffame.Everybookthatyoupublish,

youmustputithere

Me:Woow



Him:It'snotfinishedyetbutI'mgettingthere

Me:It'sbeautiful

Hesmiledatme..

Me:Canwetalk?

Him:Yeahsure

Me:Uhmwedidn'tuseacondom,soIdon'tknow

what'sgoingtohappen..Icouldoptforamorning

afterpill

Hesmiledandshookhishead..

Him:Webothknowyouwon'tdrinkit,youona

missionandyouwon'tletanythingespeciallya

morningafterpillgetinyourway

Me:Huh?

Him:ComeonBabe,youcan'tbullshitabullshiter.

Youwokeuptodaywithaplanofmegettingyou

pregnant,rightnowyouthinkpregnancycansolve

allyourproblems

Myheartstartedbeatingfast...

Him:LookIknowyougoingthroughalotandIdon't



knowifababyisgoingtofixeverything

Me:Ididn'tuseyouifthat'swhatyouthinking,I

reallylikeyou

Him:Likemetoapointoftryingtofallpregnanton

ourfirstsexualencounter?

Me:FineSolewecangetthemorningafterpillI'll

drinkitinfrontofyouthenI'lltakemythingsand

leave..Happy?

Him:Whyyougettingmad,it'sthetruthain'tit?

Me:YouknowwhatSole,fuckyou

Iwalkedtothebedroomandlaidonthebed,he

walkedinandclosedthedoor.Hemadehiswayto

thebedandlaidbehindme..

Him:Faceme

Me:Pleaseleavemealone

Him:Idon'tunderstandhowyoumad,I'mthevictim

hereshouldn'tIbetheonegettingmad?

Ikeptquiet..

Him:Stopfightingmeandlet'stalkaboutthis



Iturnedandfacedhim..

Me:FinemaybeIdidhaveamission,Ididwantto

fallpregnantbyyou.Ifeellikeyoucanprovideme

withastablelife,IamatthecrossroadsandIdon't

knowwhattodo.Everythingisjustmessedup.I'm

scaredthatyouwillwakeuponedayandturnon

me,youwillfindsomeoneelseorcheatthenthrow

meout.Youareveryhandsome,youseemfinancial

stableandwhatamIbringingtothetable?Justmy

vaginaandanotherbetteronewillcomeandyou

goingtogettiredofme(crying)

Icoveredmyfacewithmyhands..

Me:Ijustdon'tknowwhattodoI'mtired,mylifeisa

messandattimesIjustwannacommitsuicide

becauseIfeelthepressuremore.Atleastifmy

sisterwashere..I'msorryyougettingcaughtinall

ofmymess

Heletmecrywithoutsayinganything..

Me:I'mverysorry,thisisevenembarrassing(crying)

Him:Comehere



Hepulledmeclosertohim.Helaidbackonhis

backandIgotontopofhim.Heranhishands

aroundmybutt..

Him:Areyousureaboutthis?

Inodded..

Him:It'sokaywe'llhaveababy

Ilookedathim..

Me:Idon'twantyoutofeelused

Him:Ifyouthinkababyisenoughtogroundme

thenwe'llhaveababy

Me:Waityousmart,whatareyouplayingat?

Him:I'mjustflatteredthatyoutrustmeenoughto

haveababybyme

Me:Really?

Hepokedmynose..

Him:Reallybutdon'tevertrytoplaymelikethat

Me:Iwouldn'tdare

Him:WelltheninthatcaseIthinkthewords"Ilove



you"shouldbepracticedmore

Istareddeepinhiseyes..

Me:Iloveyou

Him:Iloveyoutoo

Webothlaughed..

Me:Ican'tbelievethatweactuallydoingthis

Him:Ican'tbelievewedoingthistoo,justpromise

meonething

Me:Whatisit?

Him:Whilstweonthistrainofusingme,whynot

usemetogobacktoschooltoo?

Inodded..

Me:I'llthinkaboutit

Him:Mommywithadegree

Me:Ithasaniceringtoit

Him:Itdoes

Ikissedhim..



KELSO(KB)

Iparkedatthetaxirank,blockingsometaxifrom

comingout.Thisisataxirankandusuallycarsare

forbiddentoparkinside.Igotoutwithafewtaxi

driverslookingatme,Iclosedthedoorandstarted

walkingtooneofthem..

Me:NgingamtholauMakhathani?(WherecanIfind

Makhathini)

Hepointedatsometaxidriverswhoweresitting

togetherandplayingcards,Iwalkeduptothem..

Me:Sanibonani

Theyalllookedatme..

Me:Ng'celauMakhathani(mayIpleasespeakto

Makhathini)

Theylookedateachother..

Him:Ufunwaubani?(Whoisasking)

Me:Ngicelaukudlaindlebenawe(mayIpleasetalk

toyou)



Him:Mfanaomncaneqalaususeisenkelakho

(Youngboymoveyourcarfirst)

Me:YeahI'mnotgoingtodothat

Him:Ucabangaukuthikukuphila?(Wheredoyou

thinkyouare)

TaxiDriver1:Eyyuzolimalaumfana,Makhathini

kantinabanaboMnakssebaganeunwabo(This

boyisgoingtogethurt,mostofthetaxidriversare

gettingupset)

Him:Weeeeeekantisekumelengigobeunyawo

manjengobanawuumfanaeqinaisende(NowI

mustbendmyfootjustbecausethisboythinksthat

heisaman)

Isawabout3taxidriversmakingtheirwaytome,

onehadasjambok..

Taxidriver2:Mameshani!Siyalingwanoma

ukudelelakwasegoli?(Arewebeingtestedorthis

ishowdisrespectfulboysinJohannesburgare)

Makhathini:Phezukwakhegagazi(Whoophim)

TaxiDriver2:Awususeisenkanalakhomfana



(moveyourcar)

Noweyeswereonus,Iwasoutnumbered.Iglanced

downatMakhathini..

Me:IwanttotalktoyouaboutNongcebo

Helookedatme,thenhegotup..

Him:Uthini?(Whatareyousaying)

Gagazi:Ma-

Makhathini:AwukahleGagazi(waitaminute)

Hewalkeduptome..

Makhathini:Uthini?(Whatdidyousay)

Gagazi:Khulumelanilekude,phelalasiyalayisha,

sidliwayiskhathi(Talkabitfaraway,wemaking

moneyhere)

Makhathini:NgitheawukahleGagazi(Isaidwaita

minute)

Gagazi:Nabaabantu,wemnaksiyawubuyaiphume

kuweleMalindondakantiunjani(Themoneywill

bedeductedfromyou)



MakhathiniputhishandonGagazi'sneck..

Makhathini:Ngithiawukahle(Isaidwaitaminute)

Theothertaxidriversinterfered..

Taxidriver:Makhathiningekesizwengawe

(Makhathiniwewon'thearfromyou)

Theystartedsurroundinghim,helookedatme.I

winkedathimandwalkedbacktomycar..Igotin

andtookoutmyphone,ItextedNongcebo:

"I'llcomeandfetchyouat19:00.Idon'twannahear

excuses,andIdon'twantstories"

Sherepliedafterafewseconds:

"Youknowthat'snotpossible"

Itextedherback:

"Idon'tcare!YoumywifeandIwannaseeyou

tonightat19:00"

.

Tobecontinued
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SOLE

Ihadsomeerrandstorun,solateronIleftSandi

cookingtogoandcarryoutwhatIneededtodo.

RightwhenIgotmycaroutofthegarageIsaw

Londiapproaching.Igotoutandwaitedforher..

Her:Sole

Me:Hey

Her:What'sgoingon?Youhaven'tbeenreturning

mycalls

Me:Ihavebeenbusy

Her:What'sgoingonSole?It'sunlikeyoutobethis

quiet

Me:It'slatehowdidyougethere?

Her:Uber

Me:I'mgoingtoneedmykeyback

Her:Why?



Me:It'smyhouse

Her:What'sgoingon?Ididn'ttravelallthewayhere

tohaveyouplaymindgameswithme

Ilookedatherbag..

Her:I'llgoinsideandtakeabathsowecantalk

Me:Yougoingbackhome

Her:Whyareyoudoingthis?

Me:HowisStallion?

Her:What?

Me:HowisStallion?

Her:HowamIsupposedtoknow?He'syourfriend

Me:Ifyougoingtostandthereandliethenwehave

nothingtotalkabout

Her:Areyoutryingtoaccusemeofsomething?Are

sayingI'msleepingwithStallion?

Ismiled..

Me:Youjustsaidit!

Shedroppedherbagontheground..



Her:Itwasamistake

Me:Amistakethathappenedmorethanonce?

Her:BabeI'msorry..YouknowIloveyou

Shewalkeduptome..

Her:Let'sgoinsideandfixthis

Me:There'snothingtofix

Sheheldontomyjackettightly..

Her:Ican'tloseyouoversomethingsostupid,

pleaselet'sgoinsideandtalkaboutthis..PleaseI

loveyou

Sandiwalkeduptous..

Sandi:Soleyoufor-

Shepausedwhenshesawus,Londilookedatme..

Londi:Areyouseriousrightnow?

Sandi:What'sgoingon?

Sandiwaswearingmyt-shirt...

Ilookedather..



Me:Gobackinside

Londi:Noshe'snotgoingbackinside?Whoisshe?

Sandi:Solewhat'sgoingon?

Me:Gobackinside,I'llberightthere

Londi:Noshe'snotgoingbackinside!Whoisshe?

Londiletgoofmyjacketandmadeherwaystraight

toSandi,Ifollowedherandwrappedmyarm

aroundherwaistthenpickedherupalittle..

Londi:Iwantyououtrightnow!Whoareyoubitch?

Iwillfuckenmopthefloorwithyourbehindyou

don'tknowme!

Islammedheragainstthecar..

Me:Calmthefuckdown!

Shelookedatme..

Londi:Ican'tbelieveyoudoingthistome!After

everythingthatwe'vebeenthrough?Areyou

serious?

Me:Getyourbackandleave,don'tevershowup

hereagain!



ShelookedatmeandthenlookedatSandi..

Londikissedme,Ipulledback..

Me:Youreallyembarrassingyourselfinfrontofher

andit'snotsweet,getyourbagandleave!

Iletgoofher.Sheslowlywentandgotherbag,

withoutsayinganythingshewalkedaway..Ilooked

atSandi..

Her:I'mgettingmythingsandI'mleaving!

Shewalkedbacktothehouse..Thisisgoingtobea

longnight..

NONGCEBO

Makhathinihadcalledmeandtoldmethathewas

admittedatthehospital,saidtherewasa

commotionatthetaxirank.Hedidn'tgointomuch

detailabouteverything,justsaidthathe'shurtand

theyhaveadmittedhimforafewdays..Confused

asIwas,IgotacallfromBanza..

Me:Hey



Him:DidyouhearfromMakhathini?

Me:Yeswhathappened?

Him:Hewasattackedbytaxidrivers

Me:What?Why?

Him:WhatdidyousaytoKelso?

Me:Whatdoyoumean?

Him:Makhathinijustgavemeadescriptionofaguy

matchingKelso

Me:Youatthehospital?

Him:Yes..Theyroughedhimupprettybadhemight

behereforaweekorso

Me:Dammit

Him:Nongcebowhat'sgoingon?WhyisKelso

doingthis?

Me:Ihavetogo,bye

Him:Nongcebo!

Ihungupandlookedatthetime,itwas18:55..I

wenttoBongeka'sroom..



Shewasonacall..

Me:Getoffthephoneweleaving

Her:Wherearewegoing?

Me:Putonsomethingwarm,wegoingtomeetup

withsomeone

Her:Okay

SANDISIWE

Sole:Whereyougoing?

Me:Idon'tknow..I'llsee

Him:Sandiwait

HetriedtouchingmebutIpushedhimoff..

Me:Don'ttouchme!

Him:OkayI'llmoveoutyou'llstayhere

Me:NoI'llleave

Him:Andgowhere?

Me:Idon'tknowmaybetohell!!



Him:It'snotwhatyouthinkitis

Me:Sheisn'tyourgirlfriend?

Him:It'salongstory,ifyoucanmaybeletme

explain

Me:Idon'twantanyexplanation

Him:Younotgoing,thisisnolongeraboutyou!If

youreallypregnantIcan'thaveyouwandering

aroundthestreetsalone

Me:Gotohell!!

Heclosedthedoorandlockedit..

Him:Younotleaving

Ilookedathim..

Him:Ifyoudon'twannaseemerightnowI

understand,I'llleavebutyoucan'tleave..Ican't

havethat..RememberwhatIsaid?"IfIhititthenit's

mine"..YoumineandI'mnotgoingtoletyouwalk

out

Isatonthebed..



NONGCEBO

Bongeka:Wherearewegoing?

Me:Wegoingtomeetsomeone

Bongeka:Who?

Kelsoparkedatthelocalshops,hewasleaning

againsthiscarsmoking..

Bongeka:Nessi'sUncle?Areyoutwodatingnow?

Me:No..

Her:WhataboutBanza?

Me:Bongekakeepquiet

Her:Peoplearegoingtonoticeus

Me:That'stheleastofmyworriesrightnow

Her:WhereisDad?

Me:Hewon'tbehomeforafewdays

Hewasplayingasongreallyloud..

"WazewaydlalingomaemnandweDj

Kwathimangizulengijubalaleumhlabawonke



Minangyathandaukbonaabantubejabule

NgyathandaukuzwaabantubethiAfro

InhliziyoiyagxumagxumaiyabongaDj

Minangyathandaukbonaabantubejabule

NgyathandaukuzwaabantubethiAfro

InhliziyoiyagxumagxumaiyabongaDj"

Whenhesawushedroppedthecigaretteand

steppedonitputtingitout..

Bongeka:UncleKelso

Kelso:Heybaby

HeopenedthedoorforBongeka..

Kelso:Getin

Bongekalookedatme..Inodded,shegotin.

Heclosedthedoor,Ilookedathim..

Him:Notevenakiss?

HetriedkissingmeIpushedhimback..

Helookedatmyhandonhischest..



Me:Kelsowhatdidyoudo?

Heputhishandsinhispockets..

Me:WhatdidyoudotoMakhathini?

Him:Angimenzanex(Ididn'tdoanythingtohim)

Me:Hegotadmittedtoday

Hestarteddancing..

Him:Izwalenumber"ngiyathandaukubonaabantu

bejabule,ngiyathandaukuzwaabantubethiefro.

IntliziyoiyagxumagxumangiyabongaDj"

Me:Kelso!

Hestoppedandlookedatme..

Him:EyyangimenzanganexNongceboawuyeke

ukung'bangelaumsindongenonsense(Ididn'tdo

anythingtohim,stopmakingnoise)

IlookedatBongeka..

Me:Wegoingtorunaway

Him:Noyounot

Me:Whenhegetsdischargedhe'sgoingtokillme!



Him:Younotgoingtorunaway

Me:Kelso

Hewalkeduptomeandputbothhishandsonmy

cheeks..

Him:YounotgoingtorunawaybecauseI'mgoing

totakeyoufromhimandhewon'tbelieveitthis

wasjustanintroduction

Iputmyhandsonhis...

Him:Doyoutrustme?

Inodded..

Him:Nolookatmeandtellmethatyoutrustme

Ilookedathim..

Him:Itrustyou

Hekissedmeandhuggedme.Myphonevibratedin

myhand,Icheckeditaswewerestillhugging.It

wasatextfromBanza:

"StayawayfromKelso,he'sworsethanMakhathini.

Kelsodoesn'tdofreefavoursQuidproquohe's

goingtofuckupyourlife!"



.

Tobecontinued
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NONGCEBO

Kelsodroppedusoffathishouse,thegirlswere

happytoseeeachotheragain.Heleftshortly,

leavingmewithhisGrandmother.Wehadjust

finishedeatingdinnerandnowshewasbusytelling

mestoriesaboutKelso.Suchasweetandkind

woman,Kelsoislucky..

Me:Here'syourtea

Her:Youshouldn'thave,youaguesthere

Me:It'sokay

Isatdownnexttoher..

Me:Helooksdifferent

Her:Hewasyounghere



Me:CanIaskyousomethingpersonal?

Her:YouareKelso'sgirlfriend,there'snothing

personal

Iforgotthatheintroducedmeashis"Girlfriend"..

Me:Washealwayslikethis?

Shetookoffherglasses..

Her:No..I'mgoingtotellyouthisbecauseforsome

reasonIlikeyou.Youseemdifferent

Ismiled..

Her:Kelsohadatoughupbringing,hisfatherisin

jail.Hismotherwalkedoutonthem,hissisterdied

fromheroinoverdosebutwhatkilledhimmorewas

whenhewasbulliedatschool

Me:Kelsobullied?Areyousurehewasn'tthebully?

Her:Withapastlikehis..Hechanneledhishurtand

pain,heturneditintoanger.Ihaven'tseenhimhurt

orscaredinaverylongtime,insteadhegetsangry..

Hisangerfeedsofffromhispain

Me:Iunderstand..I'msurehe'snotscaredof



anyonenow

Her:Heis

Me:Heis?

Her:Yes..Nowthisisasecretbetweenus

Me:I'mlistening

Her:HeisonlyscaredofhisbestfriendSole,

scaredofSoleturningintohisenemy..That'sone

enemyhewon'tbeabletobringdown

Me:What'sthedealwithSole?He'sruthless?

Shechuckled...

Her:Thatchildissmart..Helivedwithusforawhile

Sheshookhishead..

Her:Solewasbornwithararementaldisorder,a

mentaldisorderthatworkedforhim.Insteadofthe

mentaldisorderturninghimintoapsychoitmade

himverysmart

Me:Ishedangerous?

Her:Very..Soleunderstandsthehumanmind,I'm



surebetterthantheonewhocreatedit.Hecanbe

verymanipulative,hecancontrolyou,hecanlead

youintodoomwithoutyouevenrealizingitandyou

willneverseeitcoming.

Me:Hedoessoundlikeapsycho

Her:InmyoldageItendtogetworriedaboutKelso

gettingonSole'sbadside.Itcouldbedangerousfor

him,verydangerous

SOLE

Iwaslayingonthecouch,Sandisiwewasstillinthe

bedroomsulking.Shewastakingthishard,butit's

good.Itmeansshe'scatchingfeelings,fasterthanI

thought.Myphonerang,itwasmybigBrotherBrian.

Ianswered.ThoughIhaven'tbeenin

communicationwithmyfamily,butIhavealways

beenincommunicationwithhim..

Me:Bro

Him:Sole

Me:HowzitMan?



Him:Notgood..Notgoodatall

Me:What'swrong?

Him:Myboyisinhospital

Isatupstraight..

Me:What?

Him:Hetriedcommitingsuicide,he'sonlife

support.He'sbraindeadSole,he'snevercoming

back.I'mabouttopulltheplug

Me:Whathappened?

Him:Somethingaboutbeingbulliedatschool

Me:Isthefamilythere?

Him:Notheyleft..Theydon'tknowthatI'mgoingto

pulltheplughavethemachineswitchedoff

Me:I'monmywaytextmethenameofthehospital

Him:I'lldoso

Ihungup..

Me:DammitMatthew!

Imademywaytothebedroom,shewaslayingon



thebed.Iwalkeduptoherandcrouchedontheside

ofthebed..Igentlypulledherbraidsback..

Me:I'mgoingoutforawhile

Shehuggedthepillowtight..

Me:Ifyouleave,nomatterwhereyougoI'mgoing

tofindyouinlessthan48hoursandI'mgoingto

bringyoubackherekickingandscreaming.Iam

attendingtoanemergencyandsweetheart..You

disappearingisthelastthingIwanttrustme,it'sa

searchI'mnotpreparedtodo

Ikissedheronherforehead..

Me:I'mgoingtosavemynumberonyourphone,if

anythingcomesupcallme.Orifyoureadytotalk

callme

Itookherphone..Neededherfingerprinttounlock.

SoIresortedtoherpin..Ilookedattheoption"Enter

Pin"just4numbers.Ilookedatthescreenfora

whileandenteredthePin"3322",itunlocked.I

savedmynumber..

Me:Here



Shetookherphone..

Her:HowdidyouknowmyPin?

Ilookedather..

Her:WhatiswrongwithyouSole?Younotnormal

Me:Seehowitwaseasytounlockyourphone,it'll

bethateasytofindyou

Igentlytappedherthigh..

Me:I'llbeback

Her:Howdidyouknowmypin?

Me:IfIcomebackandyoustillhere,I'lltellyou

Iwalkedout..

NONGCEBO

Ilookedatthetime,itwas21:00.

Kelso'sGrandmotheryawned..

Her:Isleepearly,veryearly

Me:Sorrytokeepyouup



Her:Don'tapologize..Ienjoyedtalkingtoyou

Me:I'llsleepwiththegirls

Her:YounotgoingtosleepwithKelso?

Me:No

Her:Ididnotexpectthat,suchrespect

Me:Goodnight

Her:GoodnightSisi

ImademywaytoNessi'sbedroom..

Theywereontheirphones,assoonasIwalkedin

theykeptquiet.Iclosedthedoorandlookedat

them..

Me:I'msleepinghere

Theyfrowned..

Bongeka:Can'tyousleepwithUncleKelso?

Me:No..I'msureall3ofuswillfit

Nessi:Whatabummer

Me:Don'tworryIwon'tbedisturbingyougirlsas

youchatwithyourboyfriends



Theylookedateachother,Iundressedand

switchedoffthelight..

SINDISIWE

IwonderhowSolefiguredoutmyPin.Somethingis

notnormalwiththisguy.AshewasgoneIstarted

snoopingaroundsearchingforsomething,

somethingthatcantellmemoreabouthim.Iheard

thekeyturningandthekitchendooropening.That

wasquick,hewasgoneforlike10minnowand

alreadyheisback.Imademywaytothekitchen,it

wasnotSole.Itwastheygirlfromearlieron..

Ilookedatherasshelookedatme..

Her:IknewIwouldfindyouhere

Me:Whoareyou?Whatdoyouwant?

Her:SoleandIhavebeenthroughalot.Iwaswith

Solebeforeallofthis.Beforethishouse,thecar,

andthemoney.Beforehebecamethehunkthathe

isand..

Shelaughedwhileshakingherhead..



Her:I'mnotgoingtoletyoutakehimfromme

Me:Soleisnothere

Her:Wellthenthat'sbetterdon'tyouthink?

Me:Ithinkyoushouldleave

Her:Howaboutyouleave?

Shewalkeduptothecounterandtookaknifefrom

theknifestand..

Me:OkayifyouwantSoleyoucantakehim,thisis

unnecessary

Her:Problemisthathedoesn'twantmeanymore

becauseofyou!IdidastupidmistakeandI'mnot

goingtohaveyouruinus!Hehasalreadymadehis

decisionandhewon'tgobackonhisword!So...

TellmewhatshouldIdonow?

Ididn'tanswer..

Her:WhatshouldIdo?Ilovehimyouknow,Ilove

himverymuch

Iswallowed..Shestoodthereandlookedatme.I

thoughtoftheonlywayout,Irantothebedroom



luckyformeIwasabletooutrunher.Igotinand

lockedthedoor..

Shestartedbangingonthedoor..

Her:OpenorelseI'mgoingtobreakthisdoor!!

Me:OhhmyGodwhatdidIgetmyselfinto?

Her:Openthisdoornow!!!!

NONGCEBO

Ithoughtthekidsweregoingtochatallnight,

seemslikeIendedtheirlittlepartybecausethey

passedout.WhenIwasabouttogetsomesleep

too,thedooropened.

Iraisedmyheadfromthepillow,Iwassurethatit

wasKelso.Hegentlyclosedit..

Me:Kelso?(whispering)

Hemadehiswaytome..

Him:Hey

Icouldsmellthathehadbeendrinking,itwasall



mixedwithascentofacigarette.Wasn'treallya

turnoffthough..

Me:Thegirlsaresleeping(Whispering)

Him:YeahIknow,I'mheretogetyou(whispering)

Me:Getme?(whispering)

Him:Thisisasmallbedfor3people(whispering)

Me:I'mnotgoingtohavesexwithyou(whispering)

Him:YeahIknow..Ijustwantyounexttome,

wannaholdyouthewholenighttillyoupassoutin

myarms..I'mthinkingyou'veneverexperienced

that,Justtofeelsafeinaman'sarms

Thatmademychestwarmabit..

Him:Comeonlet'sgo(whispering)

SOLE

IreceivedacallfromSandijustwhenIparkedat

thehospital..

Me:Thatdidn'ttakelong



Her:Yourcrazygirlfriendishereandshewantsto

stabme!

Iheardsomethingbanging..

Me:What?

Her:She'sthreateningtobreakthedoor,shehasa

knifeandshe'sgoingtokillme!

Me:Yougottobekiddingme!

Her:Idon'twanttoleavehereinacoffinokay?

Me:OkaycalmdownI'mcoming

Ihungupandhitthesteeringwheelafewtimes..

Me:FuckyouLondi!!

MybeingherewouldmeanalottomyBrother,he

needsmerightnow..

.
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NONGCEBO



Howdidwegethere?Frommecoolinghimdown,a

dateatthemalltomeendinguprightinhisarms?I

wouldclosemyeyesforaminutethenopenthem

againjusttomakesurethatIwasn'tdreaming.I

wouldhavetorunmyhandonhisarmtomakesure

thatitwasn'tthearmofthemanwhotormentedme

almostmylife.Thisfeltdifferentlayingonhischest

listeningtohisbreathingandhisheartbeatatthe

sametime.HowdoesKelsodoit?Beruthlessashe

isandstillhaveaheartthatisfullofaffection

underneath?

Makhathinihasalwaysbeenonesided.Hehas

alwaysbeenamonsterthatneverchanged,thereis

nolovedeepwithinallthatruthless.Mylegacross

himfeltsafe,Ifeltsafethathewasn'tgoingtowake

upanddecidetoviolatemesexually.Ifeltsafethat

hishandswon'tchokemeuntilIpassout..

Him:What'sonyourmind?

Me:Ithoughtyouweresleeping

Him:Iwasbutyourlegacrossmeisnotreally



helping

Ichuckledandrosemyheaduplookingathim...

Me:What'stheplan?

Him:Withwhat?

Me:Makhathini?This?

Him:AllIwantfromyouisassuritythatwhenIdeal

withhim,youwillbemineafter.

Me:Quidproquo?

Him:Whotoldyouthat?

Me:I'vecometorealizethatguyslikeyoudon'tdo

anyonefavours

Him:I'mnotdoingyouafavour,I'llbedoingitto

havethismomentwithyoueveryday

Me:Whydidn'tyourpreviousrelationshipswork?

Him:BecauseI'mKelso

Ilaughed..

Me:Howisthisgoingtobedifferent?

Him:It'sgoingtobedifferentbecauseI'venever



metanyonelikeyoubefore,anyonewhoisnot

scaredofme.Lookathowrelaxedyouare,it's

differentbecausethefirsttimewhenImetyou.You

stoodyourground,youdidn'tseemeasKelsothat

everyoneelsesaw,younotscaredofme

Me:YoudamnrightI'mnot!!

Heranhishandonmythigh...

Him:Hardasitis,younotdroppingyourpantiesfor

metonightandIrespectthat

Me:Thatlittleguydowntherehasadifferentstory

totell

Him:Wenotusedtohavingsomeonesleepwithus

withoutgivingitup

Me:Whatashame

Him:Haveyousleptwithsomeoneelseotherthan

him?

Me:No

Him:Howissexwithhim?

Me:Sexisjustsexwithhim



Him:Didyouevercomeorenjoy?

Me:Notreally

Him:Damn!

Me:I'musedtoit

Heranhishandupmythigh..

Me:I'mnotgoingtosleepwithyou

Him:Iknow

Hestretchedhishandandthesidelampon,then

hishandcamebacktomythighandwentupagain..

Me:Kelso

Him:Ijustwannatrysomethingbutyouhaveto

lookatmesoyoudon'tthinkabouthim

Ilookedathim.Hishandliftedmylegupabitand

foundit'swaytomycoochie.Iwasstillinmy

underwearandbra.Heranhishandonmy

underwearandfinallymadeit'swayinsidemy

underwear.Hebithislowerlipandthosedimples

drovemeabitcrazy.

Hestartedoffbygentlymassagingmyclit,then



wentdowntomyholeandrubbedmethereuntilI

startedgettingabitwet.Hegentlypushedhisindex

fingerin,withhisthumbfocusingonpressingand

playingaroundmyclit.Ashisfingerwentinandout,

histhumbpressedinmoreagainstmyclit.

Mybodyreacteddifferentlytohowitusuallydoes

whenMakhathiniinitiatesasexualactivitywithme..

Him:Youstillwithme?(Whispering)

Inodded..

HecontinueduntilIgotwet,andnowmyhormones

cameouttoplay.Iclosedmyeyes

Him:Nolookatme

Ilookedathim..

Apartofmythighcouldfeelhimhardening,Idon't

knowwhatwashappeningbutmybreathing

escalated.Iputmyhandonhischeekandbrought

mylipsclosertohis.Mywarmbreathhitagainst

hislips,hestillbithislowerlip..

Him:Tellmehowitfeels

Me:Ifeelsgood..



Him:Itfeelsgood?

Inoddedrepeatedly..

Hegavemeakissandthenpulledmylowerlip

gently,hewentontorunhistongueonmylowerlip.

Thesmellofcigaretteshadlefthimsincehe

brushedhisteethbeforewewenttobed..Hehada

mintyfreshbreath..Maybehehadbeensuckinga

minttoo..

Him:Iwantyoutoputyourhanddownthere,just

playwithit

MyhandwentdownonhimandIstartedplaying

withhim.Icouldfeelhismanhoodpickinguponmy

hand..

Nowourbreathingwascompetingwitheachother,

hepickedupthepaceandhisfingerwentinandout

morefasterandhardermakingmemoreandmore

wet.Wekissedinbetweenandhismoaningandthe

tensingofhisbodyturnedmeonmoreandmore..

Thatwentonforafewminutes,untilIfeltmybody

givinguptothepleasure.Igotmorewetand

releasedmorejuices.WhenIfeltmyselfcoming,I



pressedmylipshardagainsthisandtriedvery

muchtolockhimoutfromcoochie.WhenIfinally

came,Imovedfromhislipstohisneckand

releasedmylastloudmoanbeforecatchingmy

breathagain..Ievenhadstoppedplayingwithhim.

Hetookmyhanddownthereandloweredhisboxer

briefs.Hewrappedmyhandaroundhisstiffcock

andloweredthecovers,thepartiallightthatwas

providedbythelampmademetoseehisblack

cock.

Hewrappedhishandaroundmineandmademeto

jerkhimofffasterthanmyinitialpace.Hisother

handsqueezedandtappedmyass.

Hismoanincreasedasheclosedhiseyesand

wordsfailingtoescapehislipsbecausehewasstill

bitinghislowerlip..

Him:Ohhhhbabeyougoingtomakemenut!!

Wecontinueddoingthatuntilhecame,hissemen

shootingout.Hemoanedmynameashissemen

shotout,itwasaneroticmomenttowitness.

SomethingIcan'treallyexplaininwordsbut



beautifultowitness..

SANDISIWE

IheardSole'svoice.Herswasloudandhewas

calmasalways.Aftermaybe5minthenoisefrom

herdiedout,Iheardaknock...

Sole:Siweit'smeopen

Itookadeepbreaththenunlockedandopened.

HowrelievedIwastoseehim,Igotoutandhugged

himtight...

Him:It'sokay

Shewassittingonthecouchfoldingherarmsand

bracingthemomentwithalittleattitude..Webroke

thehug

Him:Letmelookatyou..Areyouokay?

Inoddedrepeatedly..

Me:I'mokaybutshereallyscaredme

Hekissedme..



Him:I'msorryIputyouthroughthis

Me:Ithoughtshewasgoingtohurtme(crying)

Londi:iDramaengakasisi

Him:Itookthekeythatshehad,ifitmakesyoufeel

safetomorrowmorningI'mgoingtochangethe

locks

Me:Okaythat'sbetter

Him:Remember...Iloveyou

Me:Iloveyoutoo

Helookedather..

Him:Doesanyoneknowyouhere?

Londi:Myfamilyhatesyou,sofartheyknowthatI

wenttovisitafriend

Helookedatme..

Him:I'llberightback

HelookedatLondi..

Him:Let'sgoforaridesothatwecouldtalkabout

this,I'mreadytohearyou



Londistoodup..

Londi:Finally!!!

Shewalkeduptousandpushedmeoutoftheway..

Londi:Askieskancane!

Soleclenchedhisdoors..

Sole:I'llberightback

Me:Okay

Theywalkedout...

NONGCEBO

IwokeupthenextmorningwithKelsolayingnextto

me.Hewasn'tasleep,hewasstaringatme.Asong

wasplayingbutnottooloud..

"Baby1plus1ain't2whenyouwitme

'C'ain'tafter'A'and'B'whenyouwitme

Itdon'tmakesenserightnowbutitwill

LateronwhenyouseehowImakeyoufeel



Regularain'tinmyvocabulary

Whenitcomestolovemakinneitherismissionary

Positionsgirl,pickone,betteryetsome

Nevermindthatwetryinallthefun"

Ismiledathim..

Me:Goodmorning

Him:Morning

Me:SmileIwannaseethosedimples

Hechuckled..

Him:Howdidyousleep?

Itookadeepbreath..

Me:Isleptgood

Hegentlystrokedmyhair..

Him:Usgindlavawami

Ilaughed..

Me:Doyouhaveanextratoothbrush?

Him:YeahIkeepsmeoneortwo



Me:Perfect..Let'sgetupandpreparefortheday

Hegotupfirst,andIgotupafterhim.Ifollowedhim

tothebathroom,heblockedmywayatthedoor..

Me:Kelsostop(laughing)

Itriedtogetinbuthestillblockedmyway..

Me:Yousoochildish

Heturnedaroundandpickedmeup,thenheplaced

meontopofthecounternexttothesink.Heopened

thedrawerandtookoutatoothbrushthenhandedit

tome.Hetookhisandthetoothpaste.Wesmeared

itonourbrushesandstartedbrushingourteeth

withhiminbetweenmylegs.Hegothistoothbrush

outofhismouthandlandeditonmycheeks..

Me:I'mgoingtospitonyou

Him:Nowthat'sdisgusting

Hegotmedownandstoodbehindmeaswe

continuedbrushingourteeth.Welookedateach

otheronthemirror,hewinkedatmeandIwinkedat

him..



SOLE

Solestretchedhishandwithhisphoneinhishand,

weweretakingaselfietogether..

Me:Ithinkthatangleisgood

Hekeptonmovinghishand..

Me:Babestopthatangleisfine

Hecontinued..Isighedandrolledmyeyes,he

chuckled..

Him:OkayIthinkthisisfine

Ismiledandlaidmyheadonhischestashetook

theselfie..

Him:Andit'sdone

Me:Letmesee

Ilookedatit..

Me:It'sgood

Hekissedmeonmyforehead..

Him:It'sperfect

Me:Sohowdidyouknowmypin?



Him:Isawyouunlockingyourphonethisothertime

byputtinginyourpin

Me:Ohw

Him:Yeahit'snotthatdeep

Me:Andthepregnancysituation?

Him:Withwhatyoutoldmeaboutyourlife,itwasn't

hardtoputAandBtogether.Usuallyagirlwould

askaboutacondombutyoudidn't.Again,IputA

andBtogether

Me:Makessense

Him:Areyoureadytogo?

Me:I'mready

Itookmybagandthenweleft..

.

Tobecontinued
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NONGCEBO



Kelsodroveusbackhomelateronafterwehad

breakfast.Itrulyenjoyedspendingtimewithhis

familyandIthinkBongekadidtoo.

Ifinallyhadthatsenseofbelonging,feltthewarmth,

theloveandtheclosenessthattheyshared.As

weren'ttreatedlikestrangers,itwasalmostasif

likewewerealreadyapartofthefamily.The

beautifulsideoflifethatIneverthoughtexisted..I

lookedathimashedrove,concentratingmuchon

theroadandonthesongthatwascurrentlyplaying..

Hisseriousnesswasbreathtaking,notforgetting

thoseeverlastingdimplesthatalwayscameoutto

playwithouthimeventryinghard...Hewillbe

pickingusupagainlateronatnightforanother

sleepover..

SANDISIWE

SoleandIwentoutforbreakfast,afterthatwewent

tothelibrary.Ineededafewnovelstokeepmy

mindbusysoIcanstartwritingagain.Needed



somebitofmotivationfrommyfavoriteauthors

andalsotoexercisemymind.I'vebeengoing

throughsomuchinashortperiodoftimethatI

neglectedtheonethingthatIloveddoingthemost.

Onethingthatgroundsmymindfromthinkingalot

untilIdepressmyself.Myreadingwasshortlived

bysomethingthatSolewasdoing.Hehadtaken

about5novelsfromdifferentauthors,allbasedon

thriller/suspense.Hewouldopenthenovel,readthe

introductionthencloseditandopeneditattheback

toreadtheending..

Me:Howareyoureading?

Helookedatme..

Him:ByreadingtheprologueandtheendingI

alreadyknowwhat'sgoingtohappen,soI'msaving

myselfunnecessaryreadingbyoptingfromthe

novelsthatI'llenjoymore

Itookonenovel..

Me:"Theobsession"

Helookedatmeagain..



Me:Letmeguess,amanobsessedwithawoman?

Shefindsoutabadtraitabouthimthenshedumps

him.Hecan'ttakethatandthenstartsstalkingher,

tryingtogetherbackbybeingobsessedwithher?

Him:No

Me:Whatdoyoumeanno?

Him:Hisactuallyobsessedwithhisjobofbeinga

detectivesomuchthathestartssettingupinnocent

peopletomakehimselfthegoodcopallthetimeso

hecangetgloryandpraisefromhiscolleaguesand

superior.He'sanarcissist

Me:Yeahright..Yougotallthatfromreadingthe

prologueandtheendingonly?

Him:Yes

Iopenedthebookandstartedreadingtheprologue..

Iwentontotheending

Me:ButBabetheprologuedoesgiveawayanything,

theendingisjustabouthimgoingtojailsohowdid

yougettothatconclusionthattheobsessionis

withhisjobratherthanawoman



Him:Hetalksabouthimselfontheprologueandhis

jobofbeingadetective,selfpraiseattimescanbe

greatlylinkedtobeinganarcissist.Hethinkshighly

ofhimself

Me:Woow

Igotanotherbook..

Me:Tellmeaboutthisone

Him:SiweI'mnotyourGoogle,readthebookBabe

ifyouwannaknowmoreaboutit

Iputthebookdown..

Him:AreyoudoneBabe?

Me:I'mstilltryingtogetagoodnovel

Helookedatthetimeonhiswristwatch..

Him:I'llberightback,needtogoandtakeapiss

Me:Okayyou'llfindmehere

Hesmiledandwalkedaway...

NONGCEBO



Me:Didyouhavefunlastnight?

Her:YesIdid

Me:I'mgladyoudid

ItookmyphoneandcalledMakhathinibuthedidn't

pickup.He'sprobablyashamedthatthegreat

Makhathinihadbeenattacked.Hethinksofhimself

asaGod,hethinksthatoneonecantoughhim..I

heardaknockatthedoor,Iwenttoopenanditwas

Banza..

Him:Goodmorning

Me:Hey

Hehuggedme..

Him:Howareyouholdingup?

Me:I'mactuallygoodandyou?

Him:I'mgoodtoo

Helookedatme..

Him:Youseemhappy

Me:gettingabreatherfromMakhathiniissurely



makingmehappy

Him:Isit?

Me:Yes

Him:Istoppedbylastnight,thehousewasdark

Me:Wewenttobedearly

Him:IsitbecauseIalsocalled,youdidn'treturnmy

calls

Me:Banzapleasedon'tshowupannounced,people

haveeyesaroundhereandIdon'twantMakhathini

hearingthingswhenhegetsdischarged.Idon't

wannaputyouinharm'sway,youknowhow

ruthlessheis

Him:Iunderstand

Me:Thankyou

Him:IguessIshouldgetgoingthen

Me:Ithinkthat'sbetter

Him:Bye

Me:Bye



KELSO

IgotbackhometofindLondi'smothercrying,my

Grandmotherwascomfortingher.

Me:Sanibonani

Theygreetedback...

Me:Iseverythingokay?

Londi'smomstartedshakingherhead..

Me:What'swrong?

Grams:Londicommittedsuicidelastnight,shewas

foundhangingfromatreeinherbackyard

Me:What?

Londi'sMom:KodwawhyuLondiasenzaso(whyis

Londidoingthistous)

Grams:Londiwasalwaysfreespirited,shenever

cameacrossassomeonewhohadproblems

Londi'sMom:Sheknewhowtohandlethe

difficultiesoflife,Idon'tknowwhysheresortedto



this..Ineversawitcoming

Me:Excuseme

IwalkedoutandcalledSole..

Him:Kels?

Me:DidyoukillLondi?

Him:Huh?

Me:Londicommittedsuicide,apparentlyshewas

foundhangingfromatreeatthebackyardofher

housethismorning

Him:Ihavenoideawhatyoutalkingabout,thelast

timeIsawLondiwasyesterdayyes.Shecamehere

andbotheredme,shecametwice.Weactually

droveuptoarestaurantlastnight,weateand

talkedthenIcalledheranUber.Icouldn'ttakeher

homewithbecauseIhadsomeoneelseinmy

house.Sheeventextedmeawholebunchof

bullshitwhenshearrivedathome.ToldmethatI

hurtherandwhatnot.PartofitIblamemyself,I

didn'tthinkthebreakupwasgoingtoleadtothis

Me:Soyouhadnothingtodowithit?



Sole:Ihadnothingtodowithit,Ihaveanalibi.

Camerasoutsidetherestaurantevencapturedher

gettinginthatUber

Me:Okayhermomishere

Him:Icanonlyimaginewhatshe'sgoingthrough

Me:She'sbroken

Him:Ican'tevensendflowersbecauseshehates

me

Me:Ohwwellwhatcanwesay

Him:IhavetogoI'llcheckonyoulateron

Me:Alrightbecoolman

Him:Youwelcome

Ihungup.IknowSoleisbehindLondi'sdeath,I

wonderhowhepulleditoff.Fuckitthoughwe

talkingaboutSolehere,he'sabullshiter!!..

.

Tobecontinued

Noedits
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SOLE

AftermyoutingwithSiwe,wedrovebackhomeI

hadasurpriseforher,I'mverysurethatshe'sgoing

tolikeit.Iunlockedthedoorthenshewalkedin,I

closedthedoorandsheledthewaytothelounge.I

stoodatthedoorwayasshemethersurprise.When

wewereoutIhadsomeonedeliverallthehard

copiesofherbooksthatIboughtatthebookstore.

Theywerelaidoutonthecouch,withaMacBook

andatypewriteronthetable

Sheliterallydroppedherbagwhenshesawthat,

withherhandscoveringhermouth..

Sheturnedandlookedatme..

Her:Ohhmyword!

Me:Asyournewnumber1fanIth-

BeforeIcouldevenfinishmyspeech,sheliterally

jumpedonmeandkissedme..



Me:Youlikethesurprise?

Her:Idon'tevenknowwhattosay

Iputherdown..

Shewalkeduptothetable..

Me:Thetypewriterwillhelpyouwithoriginal

manualsofeverybookyouwrite,Ialsocontacted

thisotherpublisherthatIknow.Sheisvery

interestedinworkingwithyou,shereadacopyof

yourbook.She'swillingtomeetupwithyou

tomorrowmorning

Her:SoleaMacBookisexpensive,itrangersfrom

what?14000?

Me:It'saapple13inchMacBook,itwas37k

Hereyeswidened..

Her:Youreallyshouldn'thave

Me:Wellit'llmakeiteasierforyoutotypeandpost

onFacebook

Her:WowI'm..Thankyou

Myphonerang,itwasmyBrother..



Me:Ihavetotakethis,it'smybrother

Iwalkedawayandanswered..

Me:Hello?

Him:Itisdone

Me:I'msorryIdidn'tshowuplastnight,hadan

emergency

Him:Theschooltoldmeaboutthe2culprits,It's

BongekaZuluandaNessiBhembe

Me:NessiBhembe?

Him:Yesapparentlytheyhavebeentormentingkids

attheirschool,theyexpelled

NessiasinKelso'sNiece??IhopeIheardthatright..

Him:Ican'tbelievehewasbulliedbygirls,it'sso

embarrassing

Me:I'llcallyoubacknownow

IhungupandcalledKelso..

Him:Areyoucallingtoconfessyoursins?Iknow

youkilledher



Me:Nessiisintrouble

Him:How?

Me:MynephewMatthewBothawasbulliedby

Nessiandhediedlastnight

Hekeptquiet..

Me:Kelso?

Him:Irecognizedthesurname,justdidn'tknowhe

wasrelatedtoyou..I'msomadanddisappointed,

I'vealwaystaughtNessitotreatotherpeoplewith

respect

Me:Iknowhowyouantibullying,I'mnotevengoing

toblameyou.ThisisnotyourfaultandIdon't

blameNessi.Bullyingisnottaboo,unfortunately

Matthewcouldn'ttakethehit

Kelso:I'mdeeplysorryman

Me:It'scool.JustknowmyBrotherwon'ttakethis

lyingdown,hemightturnherin.Nessiis16,soon

tobe17.Thejudgemightnothavemercyhemight

trialherasanadult.She'slookingatasentencefor

seconddegreemurdersogetherajudgewhowill



atleastlaythisoutasaninvoluntarymanslaughter

shemightget12monthsimprisonment

Kelso:I'mnotsavingherfromthisone,shehasto

facetheconsequencesofheractions

Him:Ihavetogo,I'llhityouuplater

Kelso:Takeiteasyman

Him:Cool

NONGCEBO

IwascheckingKelsoonFacebook.Hislastpicture

gotquitealotofnoise,especiallyfromladies.I

likedhowherepliedtothem.

Itwasall"Thankyou",nosignofanyflirting.

TherewasonegirlnamedPower,shewastheonly

onewhorepliedwithaparagraph.Nonetheless

Kelsojustreactedwithaheart,suchasavagemove

especiallysincetheladywentallout.Iputaprofile

picturethensenthimarequestandlikedhis

picture..



AsmuchasIdon'twantBanzagettinghurt,butalso

atthesametimeIdon'twannaleadhimon.More

especiallysincenowsomethingisstartingbetween

KelsoandI.Idon'twannagivehimanyfalsehope

soIsenthimatext:

"Hey

I'msorrythatIreactedinarudemannerearlier

today.Thehonesttruthisthat,IthinkI'mfallingfor

someoneandIdon'twannaleadyouonto

somethingthatwon'thappenbetweenus.Youarea

verygoodfriend,Ihopethiswon'truinour

friendship.MoreespeciallybecauseIcareforyoua

lotasafriend"

KELSO

AfterthatcallwithSole,myspiritwasdown.Iam

notgoingtosaveNessifromthis,I'mnotgoingto

saveherandmakeherfeellikewhatshedidwas

right.Anotherchildtragicallypassedon,she

causedafamilygreatpainandheartache.Shemust



accounttoheractions.Ireceivedacallfrommy

father..

Me:Pops

Him:WhydoIfeellikeI'mbeingignored

Me:I'vebeenbusy

Him:What'shappeninginyourworld?

Me:Nessibulliedsomeschoolmateofhers,he

committedsuicide

Myfatherlaughed..

Me:Thankyouforfindinghumourinthis

Him:Hewasweakperiod!

Me:Idon'tthinkyouunderstandhowseriousthisis,

Nessicangotojail

Him:Nessiisnotgoingtojailbecauseyouwon'tlet

thathappen

Me:ThisboyisSole'snephew.IfIdosomethingit'll

looklikeIamsupportingwhatshedid

Him:ItoldyoutocutSoleloose,thatbroisan



explosionwaitingtohappen

Me:Soleismybestfriend,I'mnotcuttinghimloose

Him:Takeitfromme,Soleisdangerous

Me:Soleisnotgoinganywhere

Him:AnywayIwantyoutostopbytoday

Me:I'lldothat

Him:Cool

Me:Sharp

SANDISIWE

IwassoexcitedthatIcalledmyCousin.Herfather

andmyFatherarecousins.Weveryclose,she's

currentlyevenmybestfriend..

Her:Cuz

Me:Cuz

Her:Howareyou?

Me:I'mgoodandyou?



Her:Notsomuch

Me:What'swrong?Mntakatat'Gxaba?

Her:Eishmntakatat'GxabathismorningwhenIwas

goingthroughmymother'sthings.Ifoundapicture

ofher,it'sanoldpictureofherandtwokids.Alittle

girlandababyboy

Me:Didyouaskheraboutit?

Her:Sheflippedout

Me:It'snotapictureofyou,herandCuzSamkelo?

Her:It'sdefinitelynotmeandKelo..I'msuspecting

Momislivingadoublelife

Me:Maybeit'srelativesfromhersideofthefamily

Her:Idoubt,thispicturelooksintimateandthekids

looklikeher.Thedimples,justthatshe'smore

lighterthanthem.Whatifmomhaskidsoutthere

andwedon'tknow?

Ilaughed..

Me:Idoubt...Auntiewouldn'tkeepthatfromus,if

shehadotherkidswewould'vetoldus



Her:Thispicturedoesn'tgivemepeace,I'llhaveto

askDadaboutit

Me:Youwon'tletthisgoright?

Her:Never!

Me:AnywayI'vecalledyoutoseeifwecanmeetup

thisafternoon,havelunchandcatchup.Ihaveso

muchtotellyou

Her:Okaywewillmeetup

Me:OkayByecuzIloveyou

Her:Iloveyoutoo..Seeyoulater

STALLION

IlookedaroundandthenIlookedathim.Hehadon

awhitesuit,had2goldchainsaroundhisneck.A

goldringonhislittlefinger.Twoofhisguardsstood

atthedoor..

Me:WhatamIdoinghere?

Him:YouandyourfriendsstolemoneyfromCarlos,

thatmoneybelongedtome



Me:I'msorryIguess..Wedidn'tknowitbelongedto

you

Him:Iamaveryforgivingmanbutyouboys

disrespectedme

Me:Wewillpayyouyourmoneyback,wewilleven

doubleit

Him:Don'tinsultMe,what's50grandtoanItalian

mafialikeme?

Me:ExactlywhatamIdoinghere?

Him:Becauseoutofallyourfriends,youwereeasy

tofind.Youaretheweakestlink

Me:Ididn'tknowthat..Thankyouforthe

information

Him:There'sawaythatyouboyscanmakepeace

withtheItalians

Me:How?

Him:HeardoftheDarkLords?

Me:Fancymeplease

Him:AgroupofrichItalianmafias,Iamapartofit.



Thoughweafamilybutwearealsoenemies

Me:Istilldon'tunderstandhowthisisrelevantto

me

Him:Iwantyouboystocorrectyourwrongsby

doingmeafavour

Me:I'mlistening

Him:Iwantyouboystogoafteroneofmyown,

that'showyouwillrepaymemymoneyandmake

peace

Isighed..

Him:IwantyoutogoafterAndreMartìnez,thenI

willforgetaboutyouboysstealingmymoney

.

Tobecontinued
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NONGCEBO

MakhathinifinallycalledandallowedMeand



Bongekatovisithimatthehospital.Hesentsome

money,thenaskedBanzatocomeandfetchus,

we'llstartbygettinghimsomefoodbeforegoingto

thehospital.Banzawasawfullyquiet,Bongeka

askedifwecouldalsogethersometoiletries..

Me:Youokay?

Banza:There'ssomeoneelseright?

Istopped..

Me:Yes

Banza:Who?

Iclearedmythroat..

Me:Kelso

Banza:It'sofficialbetweenyoutwo?

Me:Wegettingthere

(Silence)

Me:I'msorry..

Banza:Don'tbe..It'snotlikeyouandIwereina

relationship



Me:Soourfriendshipisstillokay?

Banza:Ourfriendshipisokay

Me:Iknowyoudon'tlikehim

Banza:Ijustdon'twantyoumovingfrom

Makhathiniandthengettinghurtagain,butmaybe

Kelsoisbadtotheworldandhewillbedifferentto

you.Asalongasyouhappythat'sallthatmatters.

PlusKesloisabettercandidatetotakedown

Makhathini,justdon'tgetcaughtinthecrossfire.Be

verycareful

Me:Iwillbe..Thankyou

Banza:Areyouwithhimbecauseyouwannabe

withhimorbecauseyouusinghim

Me:AtfirstIwantedtousetohim,butnow..I'mnot

sosure,IthinkImightbefallingforhim

Banza:Youdeservelove,genuinelove.Ihopethis

willbeanewbeginningforyou.Abetterone

Me:Thankyouverymuchforunderstanding

Banza:Youwelcome



SANDISIWE

SoleandIwerehavingagoodfuckintheloungeon

thecouch.HewassittingonthecouchandIwas

ontopofhim.Hishandswerearoundmywaist,

minearoundhisneckandmytitburieddeepinhis

mouth.Thismightjustbecomemyfavoritesex

position.Goingupanddownonhimisalsosexual

beneficialonmypart.Itticklesandrubsmyclit,

withhisdickdeepinsideofmereachingplacesthat

haveneverbeenreachedbefore.

Myphonerangnexttous,Itookaglanceatitandit

wasmycousin..

Me:Ba..Babe..It'smycousin

Istoppedandthentookthephone..

Me:I'msupposedtomeetupwithherforlunch

Him:Answer

Me:I'llgetbacktoher

Him:Idon'tthinkshe'sgoingtostopcalling



Ianswered..

Me:Cuz

Soleleanedbackonthecouchwithhishandson

mybutt.HeliftedmeupabitandIfellonhim,he

startedpumpingmefromunderneath..

Cuz:Hey..CallingtotellyouthatI'mleavinghome

Ibitmylowerlipandclosedmyeyes...

Cuz:Cuzareyoustillthere?

Me:I'mhere..I'mhere..

Cuz:Areyoubusyorsomething?

Me:FuccckSole(whispering)

Cuz:Huh?

Me:I'mstillhereCuz

Cuz:I'mdrivingtoourspotnow

Me:Okay..Okay...

Cuz:Ihavesomuchtotellyou

Solestartedpumpinghard..



Me:OhhhShiiiit!!!

Cuz:Sandi?

Me:CanIcall-

Solewhisperedinmyotherear..

Sole:IfyouhangupI'mgoingtostop

Hekissedmeonmycheek..

Me:Whatdoyou..Whatdoyouwanttotellme?

Cuz:SoImetthisotherguyawhilebackandIthink

Ilikehim,butyouknowIhaveaboyfriendand

everythingso..

Me:Hmmmmmm..

Cuz:Ohhmywordareyoumastubating?

Me:No..Noexactly

Cuz:Reallyifthisisabadtimewecantalkwhenwe

meet

Me:Noit'sokay..Youcantalk

Cuz:We'lltalklater,bye

Shehung.Iputmyphoneawaythenkissedhim..



KELSO

IcheckedmyFacebookandsawthatNongcebo

sentmeafriendrequest,Iaccepted..

Grams:SotellmeabitaboutNongcebo

Me:Whatdoyouwannahearabouther?

Grams:Sheseemslikeanicegirl

Me:Sheisnice

Grams:NotthatPowerwasn'tnicebut..NongceboI

thinkIlikeher

Me:I'mgladyoulikeherbecauseshe'sgoingtobe

hereforalongtime

Grams:I'mgladtohearthat

(Silence)

Grams:WhenareyougoingtoforgiveNessi?

Me:Theboythatshebullieddiedlastnight

Sheclosedhereyes..

Grams:MydearLord



Me:Ifthefamilydecidestotakeaction,shewillbe

chargedwithseconddegreemurder

Grams:Ineedtostartpraying

Me:PrayerisnotgoingtosaveherMa,shewill

havetoaccountforheractionsplusit'sSole's

nephew

Grams:Whatshedidwaswrong,butshewon't

survivejail

Me:There'snothingIcandoMa,sheneedsto

understandthatheractionshaveconsequences

Ilookedatthetime..

Me:Ihavetogo,I'mmeetingupwiththeboys

NONGCEBO

Wewalkedinatthehospitalmyheartwasbeating

fast.Bongekadecidedtostayinthewaitingarea,

shedidn'twannaseehim.Hewaslayingonthebed

withacastonhisleg.Iputthefoodonthetable..

Me:Sawubona



Helookedatme..

Makhathini:MaKhumalo

Me:Unjani?(Howareyou)

Makhathini:Kwangcononjengobausukhona(It's

betternowthatyouhere)

(Silence)

Makhathini:UmuntuakasatholinoKiss(Idon'teven

getakiss)

Ikissedhim,forthefirsttimeIwasverydisgusted

withhim..

Makhathini:UphiuBongeka?(WhereisBongeka)

Me:uhlelieWaitingareanoBanza(sheisinthe

waitingareawithBanza)

Henodded...

Heextendedhishandandtouchedmycoochie..

Makhathini:Usavalileizintozami?(Areyounot

givingittoanyone)

Me:Ngisavalile(I'mnotgivingittoanyone)



ToavoidmoreawkwardnessIpulledthesmall

benchandsatdown..

Me:Bathiuphumanini?(Whenareyoudischarged)

Makhathini:Kuthiwanextweek

Me:Okay

Heheldmyhand..

Makhathini:Makhumalongifunasilungiseizinto(I

wantustofixthings)

Ikeptquiet..

Makhathini:NgiyakuthandaMakhumalo(Iloveyou)

Ifakedasmile..

Me:Namifuthi(Metoo)

KELSO

Iwasthefirstonetoarriveatthepub,Stallion

joinedmeafterafewminutesandSolewastheone

toarrivelater.Sounlikehimtobelate..Stallionis

theonewhoaskedforthismeeting..



Me:Whydidyoucallus?

Stallion:TheItaliansgottome

Sole:And?

Stallion:CosaNostradoesn'twanthis50kback,

insteadhewantsustodohimafavourthatwill

mendthingsbetweenusandthem

Sole:Whatfavour?

Stallion:HewantsustogoforanAndreMartinez

Me:Whothefuckisthat?

Sole:SomeItalianmafiaDarkLord.Heownsahotel,

doillegalthingsundercover.Thehotelisafrontand

acoverup,richestItalianfuckeronearth!Wecan't

takehimdown,plushehasabrother,lasttimeI

heardaboutthebrotherhewasarrested.Wecan't

doit

IlookedatStallion..

Me:Howdidhegettoyou?

Heshruggedhisshoulders..

Sole:Weakestlink



Me:Stallionyouarealiability,howthehellarewe

stillkeepingyou?

Sole:OhwsorryaboutLondibytheway

Stallion:WhataboutLondi?

Sole:Shecommittedsuicidelastnight

Stallion:Londiwouldneverconsiderthat,youdidit

didn'tyou?

Sole:Where'stheproof?

Stallion:Sonofabitch!!

StalliongotupandphysicallyattackedSole.

Me:Sitthefuckdownman!

HegrabbedSolebyhisjacket..

Stallion:I'mgoingtokillyou!!

Irubbedmyeyeswithmyhand..

Me:Stallionsitdown!

Sole:Getyourmotherfuckenhandsoffme

Stallion:Orwhat?



Stallionpunchedhimacrosstheface..

Me:Whataperfectwaytofuckenenjoymyday..

Stallionsitdown!

HeattemptedtopunchSoleagainbutSoleblocked

thepunch.HestoodSoleupstillgrabbinghisjacket.

Itookmycanandsippedfromit,peoplewerenow

watching..

Stallion:Youfuckenkilledher!

HetriedpunchingSolebutSolemoved,Stallion

staggeredaroundalmostfalling.Hegothisbalance

backandwentatSoleagain.SolepinnedStallion's

handagainsthisbackandputhimfacedown

againstthepooltable

Sole:I'mnotgoingtodothiswithyouoversome

bitchthatwasn'tworthit!

Solereleasedhim.StallionlookedatSole..

Sole:FuckyouIdon'tneedyou!

Helookedatme..

Stallion:FuckyoutooIdon'tneedyou



Me:WhatthefuckdidIdo?

Stallionwalkedout,IlookedatSole..

Me:WhatthefuckdidIdo?

.
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KELSO

SoleandIhungoutforthewholeentireafternoon,

nomakethatNongcebo'stextdisturbedour

hangingout.ShehadtextedmethatMakhathiniwill

bedischargednextweek,andthatshedoesn'tknow

what'sgoingtohappentous.ForthefactthatIhad



promisedherthatIwasgoingtotakeherfromhim,

IknewthatIhadtoact.Irememberhertellingme

aboutBhubesi,theInyanga(Traditionalhealer)that

Makhathiniconsultswithwhilstwewereatthemall.

Bhubesiisverynotoriousforusinghisgiftthecruel

way.Byhelpingpeoplewiththeirevilacts,knowing

apersonlikeMakhathinihewillgotohimwhenhe

getsdischarged.ThisfightbetweenMakhathiniand

Iwillbeintense,soIneedtoreintroducemyselfto

himagain.IaskedSoletoaccompanymeto

Bhubesi,hedidn'tdecline.Solehasbeenmyboyfor

yearsnow,wealwayshaveeachother'sbacks...

Weparkedatthegate..

Sole:Beforewedothis,Ineedtotellyousomething

Me:What?

Sole:RememberSandisiwetheauthor?

Me:Yeah?

Sole:I'mwithhernowandIneedyoutobackoff.

Mydoingthisforyouismegainingyourtrustthat

youwon'tharmher



Ithoughtaboutitforawhile..

Me:It'sadonedeal

Sole:Let'slockitin

Hestretchedhishandouttomeforahandshake..

Me:Locked

Sole:Let'sdothis!

Me:Let'sdothis

Wetookourgunsandgotoutofthecar..

NONGCEBO

Kelsorepliedtomytextbyinformingmethatwe

shouldgotohishouse,hewon'tbeabletofetchus

lateronasheisbusywithsomething.Bynowwe

werebackfromthehospital..

Banza:Whatareyourplansfortherestoftheday?

Me:WegoingtoKelso'splace

Banza:Ohw

Me:ButIcanpackafewthingsthenwewillgoto



thehoodandchillyouknowjusthavefun

Banza:Okay

IlookedatBongeka..

Me:Gopackupafewthingswewillbestayingover

atKelso'sforafewdays

Bongekasmiled..

Bongeka:Sweet

Banzaheldmyhand..

Banza:Makhathiniisnofool,Ihopeyouknowwhat

youdoing.Kelsoisveryimpulsive,heactswithout

thinking.HemightpushMakhathinitotheedge,and

ifMakhathiniispushedtotheedgehewouldrather

loseyoutodeaththantoanotherman

Iswallowed..

Me:IknowbutifIdon'tactonedayhemightkillme,

soeitherwayI'mscrewed

Banza:Iunderstandwhyyouactinglikethis.You

haveneverbeenshowngenuinelove,Kelsocame

andsweptyouoffyourfeet.Iwon'tjudgeyou,it



happens.Sometimeslovecanmakeonedocrazy

things

Me:ThankyouforunderstandingBanza

Heletgoofmyhand..

Banza:Goandpack

Inodded..

SANDISIWE

Ipassedherthephone..

Me:Thereheis

Shelookedathimforawhile..

Cuz:Wow!!

Me:He'shandsomeright?

Cuz:I'veseentheguysyou'vedatedbeforeand..

Wow!Thisoneisaflame.Lookatthatbody,hehits

thegymalot?

Me:Isupposeso

Cuz:Howdidyoumeetthiscoloured?



Me:Wellit'sactuallyfunny..Imethimatthe

bookstore,hecametobuymybookandaskedme

tosignit.ThenIjustputmyphonenumbers

Cuz:Doeshehavefriends?Brother?Cousin?Or

anything?

Ilaughed..

Me:Youhaveaboyfriend,andyoucurrentlyfooling

aroundwithsomeoneelse

Cuz:I'mamsinglegirl,doyouseearingonmy

finger?IamsingleuntilI'mmarried.UntilI'm

marriedIamsingle!

Ilaughedagain..

Me:Ithinkhehasafriend,hebroughthimalongto

thebookshop.He'sadouchebagthrough

Cuz:Why?

Me:Ijustdon'tlikehisattitudethat'sall

Cuz:Ohw

Me:Hefeelshimselftoomuch

Cuz:Hesoundslikeheisapieceofwork



Me:Thatheis

Cuz:Letmegogetusanotherroundofdrinks

Me:Doso

Shegotupandwenttogetusdrinks.Ilookedat

Sole'spicturesmiling..

KELSO

Wewalkedintothehut,Bhubesiwassittingonthe

grassmat..

Bhubesi:Bafanaukudelelaokungaka?Izicathulo

ngaphandle(Somuchdisrespect,leaveyourshoes

outside)

Westoodthereandlookedathim..

Bhubesi:Ngathianizangangomoyaomuhle(It

lookslikeyouboysdidn'tcomeherewithgood

intentions)

Me:Bhubesi

Helookedatme..



Iwalkedaround..

Me:Ngicelaungitsheleyiwuphiumuthionawo

wokubulalaumuntuafenya(Pleasetellme,which

herbdoyouhaveherethatcankillsomeone)

Bhubesi:Ngicelaniphume(pleaseleave)

Ilookedathim..

Me:Ngizocelausizo(I'mhereaskingforhelp)

Bhubesi:uzelangomoyaomubi(youcamehere

withbadintentions)

IlookedatSole..

Me:Hesayswecameherewithbadintentionsbut

heistheonekillingandruiningPeople'slives

Solelaughedwhilstshakinghishead..

Bhubesi:Kungakamoshekingicelaniphume(before

itgetsbadpleaseleave)

Me:Iguesswewillhavetodothisthehardway

Sole:Looksthatway

Bhubesi:Kahlekahleuhloseningokuzala?(What



exactlyareyoudoinghere)

Itookabottlethatwasblack..

Me:Solewhatdoyouthink?

Sole:Blackmeansdanger,butitcouldbealaxative

Iopeneditandsmelledit..

Me:Let'sseeifit'salaxative

IwenttoBhubesiandhandedittohim..

Me:Phuza(drinkit)

Helookedatit..

Me:Phuza(drinkit)

Bhubesi:Angekengiphuze(Iwon'tdrink)

Me:ThenIguessmyboyovertherewillgoinside

yourhouseandgreetyourfamily

Bhubesilaughed..

Bhubesi:Awungazimfanane?Ngizpkuloyauhlanye

(Youdon'tknowme,Iwillbewitchyouandyouwill

gocrazy)

Me:Phuzanomasiyophuzisaabasendlini(Drinkor



wewillgoinsidethehouseandmakeyourfamily

drink)

Helookedatthebottle..

Me:Sole

Sole:Onit

Solemovedtothedoor..

Bhubesi:Yimakancance(waitaminute)

Hetookthebottle..

Bhubesi:Sithembeukuthiabakinibaqinilemfana,

ngiyokulwisangishoethuneni(let'shopeyour

ancestorsarestrong,Iwillfightyoufromthegrave)

Me:I'lltakemychances

Hetookthebottleanddrankthecontentinside

halfway.Hehadstoppedandclosedhiseyes..He

wentagain,andagainalmostvomitinginthe

process..

Hedrankagainuntilhefinishedthenhethrewthe

bottleonthefloor..Iwentandtookanotherone..

Me:Justtomakesurethatitwilldothework



Ihandedittohim..Hechuckled..

Bhubesi:NgiyanizwelaBafana(Ifeelsorryforyou)

Heopeneditanddrank...

SANDISIWE

Takie'sbrotherSamkelowalkedin,wecallhim

"Kelo".Igotup..

Me:Cuz!!

Hesmiledatme..

Him:Lookatyouallgrownup

Me:Nolookatyouallgrownup

Wesharedahug..

Samkeloisthefirstborn,thenTakieisthelastborn.

Hesatdown..

Kelo:WhenTakietextedmeonwhatsappthatyou

guysaremeetingup,Ididn'tbelieveit

Me:Hereweare

Hesmiledandhisdimplesgreetedtheroom.Ididn't



knowifthealcoholwasgettingtomeorSamkelo

actuallylookedmorelikeSole'sfriendthedouch

bagthathecamewithatthebookstore.Theylook

alike,andSamkelolooksmorelikehisMotherthen

TakielookslikeherFathermyUncle..

Me:Howhaveyoubeen?What'sgoingoninyour

world?

Kelo:Nothingmuchjustdoingmylastyearinlaw

Me:FollowinginMommyandDaddy'sfootstepsI

see

Kelo:WhatcanIsay

Me:Yaziyoulooklikemyboyfriend'sfriend

Kelo:What?

Me:Idon'tknowmaybethealcoholisgettingtome

Kelo:Iguessso

Welaughed..

Takie:Doyouhavehispicture?Thefriend

Me:No..I'llaskSoleforthefriend'sFacebookname

thenI'llwhatsappyouthepicture



Kelo:PleasedoIprobablyhaveatwinBrotherthatI

don'tknowof

Me:Yabuthe'safewyearsolderthanyouthe

friend

Kelo:Letmegetmyselfadrink

Hegotupandwenttogethimselfadrink..

KELSO

Welookedathim,hewaslayingonthegroundwith

foamcomingoutfromhismouth.Beforelayingstill,

heactuallyfoughtintensestomachcramps.Wehad

togaghismouthsothathedoesn'tmakenoise.I

walkeduptohimandputmyhandonhisneck...

Me:Hedoesn'thaveapulse

Sole:Hecouldbedeadorhalfwaythere

Wehadactuallywaitedanhourjusttomakesure

thathedoesn'tgetoutandaskforhelp.Me:Sole

Sole:Yeah?

Me:Hewasn'tkidding



Sole:About?

Me:Wehavetofindanotherstrongtraditional

healerthat'sgoingtocleanseus,hewillfightus

fromthegrave!

Sole:Wipeyourprintsfromthebottlesthengethis

printsonthebottlestomakeitlooklikesuicide,we

willdealwiththerepercussionsofhisrevengefrom

thegravelater

.
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NONGCEBO

WedroppedoffBongekaatKelso'splace,Banza

didn'tcomeinsideitwouldbeawkwardandvery

disrespectfultoKelsoandhisGrandmother.He

thendroveustothislocalshisanyamasothatwe

couldchillandeat.Istoppedthinkingabout

Makhathiniandwhat'sgoingtohappenwhenhe

comesback,Iconcentratedmoreonthispartial

happiness..Theshisanyamawasvibingalready,I

thinkmaybebecauseit'sFriday..

Banza:It'sdifferenthere,youbuymeatandthen

youbraaiforyourself

Me:Icanseethat

Banza:Standhereandbookthegrill,I'llgetussome

meat

Thisplacewasbig,thinkitwasoccupyingthe

spaceoftwoyards...

Me:Theweatherischanging

Heputbothhishandsonmyarmsandstarted



rubbingme..

Banza:Wewillgoinsidewhenwedonebraaing

Me:Thankyouforthisouting

Banza:Whatarefriendsfor?

Welookedateachotherandbothlaughed..

Banza:Letmegetthemeatsowecanbraai,itis

startingtogetabitcold.Maybeit'sbecauseit's

startingtogetalate

Me:Whattimeisit?

Banza:Ithink18:30

Me:Okay

Hekissedmeonmycheek..

Banza:I'mcoming

Me:Okay

Hewalkedinside..

KELSO



Soleleftabout30minago.Iwasstillparkedatthe

pub,sittinginmycarlostinmythoughts.Whatwe

didtodaywascrazy!myFather'scallcamethrough..

Me:Pops

Dad:Iwaited

Me:Ihadothererrandstorun

Dad:HowisitgoingwithNessi?

Me:Soleissayingwelookingat2nddegreemurder

orinvoluntarymanslaughter

Dad:That'sbullshit!Theycan'tchargeNessiwith

thatshedidn'tkillhim!

Me:Iknow..ThatwasSole'swayofindirectly

warningme

Dad:Hecantrybutthosechargeswon'tgo

anywhere

Me:WetalkingaboutSolehereremember?He's

goingtomakesurethatNessigoesdownandshe

goesdownhard.Himtellingmethatwashiswayof

tellingmetostepbackindirectly.Wewillhavetolet

himtodothis,hewon'thavepeaceuntilhedoes



that.SoleactscalmandunderstandingbutIknow

deepdownhehasitinforNessi.Plushe'stryingto

mendthingswithhisfamilyandhewilldoitwith

Nessiwhetherwelikeitornot.Ifweinterfere,he

willresorttosomethingmoredrasticthatwewon't

like

Dad:She's16,I'mnotgoingtohaveherliferuined

likethat!

Me:Popslistentome,letSoledothis

Dad:SoyougivingupyourNiece'sfreedomand

futurejusttosuckSole'sass?

Me:I'mdoingitbecauseI'mprotectingher.Ifshe

doesgoinside,wewilljustgetherprotection..Look

Popsthesquadisbreaking,Stallionisinhis

feelingsandifSoleandIdon'tseeeyetoeye,it's

goingtobemessy

Dad:DoyouKelso!ButI'mgoingtoprotectmy

Granddaughteratallcosts.IamthecurrentGeneral

remember?Ihavecontactsoutside

Me:Popslistentome!Solehasararemental

disorderthatDoctorscan'tevenmakeoutwhatitis.



HehasbeentoalotofDoctors,testswerecarried

outandtheycan'tmakeupwhat'swrongwithhim!

FightingSoleissuicide,heisamotherfucker!Plus..

Dad:Pluswhat?

Me:Wekilledatraditionalhealertoday

Dad:Youdidwhat?

Me:Hecanholdthatagainstmeandfindawayto

incriminateme

Dad:Kelsohowcanyoubesostupid?Itoldyou

longtimeagotoloseSole!Lookwhatyoudoing

now..Yououtofcontrolboy!

Me:SoleandIwewillbefinesolongwedon't

betrayeachother..Iwantyoutobackoffplease!

Dad:Ke-

Icuthimoffandthrewmyphoneonthe

passenger'ssit.Iclosedmyeyesandletoutasigh..

Me:Howdidthingsgetsooutofcontrol?

Myphonebeeped,itwasawhatsappmessagefrom

Power..Iopenedandshehadsentmephotos,



photosofNongceboandBanzaallcosynexttothe

grill..

"LookwhoisherewithherboyfriendeShisanyama".

They'vebeenloveydoveysbusymakingeveryone

jealous..Aren'ttheycutethough? Didn'tknow

shewasdatingBanza..Ncooohtheycute "

Ididn'treply..

SANDISIWE

MycousinsandIbumpedintoSoleatthegate,they

weredroppingmeoffbecauseIwassloshed..

Takie:Becareful

Kelowastheoneholdingme..

Sole:What'sgoingon?

Me:HeyBabe

Sole:Hey

Takie:She'sdrunk

Sole:Icanseethat



Takie:IamTakiehercousin,andthisismyBrother

Kelo

SoletookmefromKelo..

Sole:IamSole,herboyfriend..Nicemeetingyou

both

Takie:Nicetofinallymeetyou,shespokeaboutyou

thewholeday

Sole:That'sinteresting

Me:OhhBabe,doesn'tmycousinlooklikeyour

friend?

Kelochuckledrevealinghisdimples..

Sole:Whichfriend?

Me:Thedouchbagyoucamewithatthebookstore

Solelookedathim..

Sole:Idon'twhatyoutalkingaboutSweetie,could

bethealcoholtalking

Kelo:Ithoughtsotoo

Takie:Weshouldgetgoing,itwasnicemeetingyou



Sole:Samehere

Takie:I'llcallyoutomorrowCuz

Me:OkayCuzbye

TheywalkedbacktoTakie'scar..

Sole:Weshouldgetyoutobed..Come

Heletmehoponhisback..

Sole:Preparyouacoldbaththentakeyoustraight

tobed

(Silence)

Me:Sole

Sole:Sweetie?

Me:Iloveyou

Sole:Iloveyoutoobaby

NONGCEBO

Insideitwasabitwarmer.Ievenlikedthemusic

thatwasplaying..



"Ay,we'vegotagoodthing

Don'tknowifI'mmaseeyouagain

Butisthatagoodthing?

'Causegirl,Ican'tbeyourman,noma'am

Iknowwhat'sonyourbrain

Youprobablyhopeitneverwouldend

Like,"isittherealthing

Orisitjustaonenightstand?"

Wellthen"

Thiswasmyfirsttimetastingalcohol,Iwas

sminorffpinetwist.Ilikedthetaste,itwasmorelike

Iwasdrinkingafeezydrinkorratheranenergy

drink..

Banza:Goeasy!Thatthingwillmessyouup,it'snot

juice

Me:Letmelivealittle

Helaughedandshookhishead..

Wecontinuedeatinganddrinking..



Banza:Kelso'sbabyMamaishere

Me:Who?

HepointedandIturned,shewassittingatthe

corneroftheroomwithherfriends..

Me:OhwI'veseenherbefore

Theykeptonlookingatus..Shesmiledandwaved

atme,Iwavedback..

Banza:Power!

Me:That'shername?

Banza:Nickname

Me:Ineedtogoandpee

Banza:Okay.Itriedstandingupbutfellbackonthe

couch..

Banzalaughed..

Me:It'slikeit'sgoingdownstraighttotheknees

(laughing)

Banza:Letmehelpyou

Hegotupfromhischairandcametohelpmeup..



Banza:Willyouabletowalk?

Me:Idon'tthinkso(Laughing)

Banza:Okaylet'sdothis

Isawafamiliararmbeingwrappedaroundmy

waist..

Kelso:I'lltakeitfromhere

Banzasteppedback,IturnedandlookedatKelso..

Hesqueezedmycheek..

Kelso:Lookatyou,sesiyadakwa?(Arewenow

alcoholics?)

Me:Don'tbesilly..BanzaandIwewerejustchilling

Weheardsomeonewhistling..

Kelsolookedaround,hewavedatsomeguys..

Banza:IthinkIshouldleave,NongceboI'llcallyou

Me:Why?Westillchillingmoss

Kelso:Ithinkyoudone"chilling"

Me:AwukahlengedramaKelso(Stopwiththe

drama)



Kelso:Eyyangizangaukuzodlalanaweuyangizwa?

(I'mnotheretoplaywithyou)

Me:Banzabroughtmehere,ngizohambanaye(I'll

leavewithhim)

Heshookhisheadwhilstlaughing..

Kelso:Ngathingizonyelwala(I'mbeingtestedhere)

Banza:Nongceboyoushouldgo

Me:Angiyindawo!!(I'mnotgoinganywhere)

Kelso:Udakwakabine?Let'sgo!

HegrabbedmyarmandIyankeditofffromhisgrip

thenslappedhimacrosstheface.

Me:Kelsoawume!!(Kelsostopit)

KelsolookedatBanza..

Kelso:Khulumanomuntuwakho,ngimfunaekhaya

mangisukala(Talktoyourperson,Iwantherhome

whenIleavehere)

Heturnedandwalkedaway,Powerstoodupand

rantohim..



Power:Kelso!!

Kelsopushedherback..

Kelso:Eyyawungiyeke(Leavemealone)

Banza:Letmetakeyouhome

SOLE

Sandiwastakingacoldshower..

Sandi:Whuuuuthewateriscold!!

Me:It'llhelp

Iwentandtookherphoneonthebed,Iwentto

checkherfamily.Shehadthis"Kelo"guyasa

cousinonher"Family"..Iwentandcheckedhis

pictures,hedidlooklikeKelso..

Me:Shiiiit!!!

Sandi:Babecomekeepmecompany!

Me:I'llbethere

Thisisnotgood..



NONGCEBO

BanzadiddrivemebacktoKelso'splace.Iwasstill

feelingfaded..

Banza:Ifhedoesanythingtoyou,callme

Me:Somethinglikewhat?

Banza:Hittingyou

Ilaughed..

Me:Don'tbedramatic,ashayeubani?(hitwho)

Banza:I'mseriousNongcebo

Me:FineI'llcall

Ihuggedhimandgotoutofthecarthenmademy

wayin.IbalancedmyselfwiththewallasI

approachedthemusic..

Kelsowasleaningagainstthewallshirtless.He

wassmokingwhilstplayingmusicloud.

"IcameIsaw

Iconqueredall

KhulekaGogo



ITvenextdoor

Singenafokol

Butmanjes'nqono

Mausdlel'umona

'zoshibangomgodu

Ngithinaweuyabona"

HelookedatmeasIwalkedinsidehisroom.

Itookmyshoesoffandlaidbackonthebed.I

swearthatIfeltthebedspinning,Iclosedmyeyes..

AsIwastryingtogetsomesleep,Ifelthim

grabbingmyleg.Hepulledmetotheedgeofthe

bed..

Me:Whatthe?

Ilookedathimandhegavemeadeadlylook

Hetookoffmyjeansthenproceededtotakingoff

myunderwear..

Me:Kelso..

Hetookoffhisjeansandboxerbriefs..Hepulled



mylegsandwrappedthemaroundhiswaist..

Him:There'snootherwayIcanfuckyouup!

Heforcedhiswayin,itstung..

Me:KelsoYima(wait)

Hepressedinanditwaspainfulnolie..

Me:Kelsoyimatuu(Kelsowait)

Him:Ungang'bangeliumsindoNongcebo(don't

makenoiseforme)

Idon'tknowhowheevengothardwithoutuseven

doing4play..

Me:Kelsouyang'Limaza(Kelsoyouhurtingme)

Hepressedmywaisthardagainstthebedand

pushedallofhimin,thepainmademescream.

Screamingwon'tevenhelpbecausethemusicwas

playingloud..

Me:Kelsongiyak'celake(Kelsoplease)

Hewentforit,hestartedpumpingmehardandI

dugmynailsdeepinhisarms..



Me:Kelsoaskies

Heleanedoverandkissedmeonmyneck..

Hekeptongoingwithoutevenhearingmyplea...

Him:UyarasaNongcebo!Andthisisturningintoa

rapesituationwhilstit'snot!

Me:Can'twetalkaboutthis?(crying)

Him:Talkaboutwhat?Howyoufucken

disrespectedmeinfrontofthatpunkBanzaorhow

hewastouchingyou?Uyang'jwayelaNongcebo!!!

Soyadakwawena?(younowdrink)

Me:I'msorry(crying)

Hesnuckhishandsundermybuttandpulledme

moreclosertohim,anditwentindeeper.Iflinched..

Me:Kelsongiyak'cela(Kelsoplease)

HewassostrongandIcouldn'tpushmeoffnorget

away,moreespeciallybecausehewasmadsoall

hisstrengthcameout..

.

Tobecontinued
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NONGCEBO

AfterthatwholeordealIstruggledtosleep.Iwas

sittingonthecouchcrying,sincemyclotheswere

inthehouseIcouldn'tgoinandgetmynightwearin

thestatethatIwasinsoIwasforcedtoputonhist

-shirt..Tosaymyheartwasbroken,wouldbean

understatement.Kelsohurtme,hekeptongoing

andgoing.Mycriesdidn'tstophim,theydidn'teven

movehim.ThemoreIcriedandbeggedthemorehe

foundstrengthtogoon.ThankGoodnessI'mstill

onthe2monthscontraceptioninjection,hejust

decidedtotakeadvantageofmewithoutuseven

goingfortestingfirst.Ithoughtthatmaybeourfirst

sexualencounterwouldbedifferent,Ithoughthe

wasdifferent.Yesheisabastard,butIdidn'tsee

himthatwayatfirst..Rihanna_Mandownwas

playing.

"Ididn'tmeantoendhislife,Iknowitwasn'tright



Ican'tevensleepatnight,can'tgetitooutmymind

Ineedtogetoutofsight,'foreIendupbehindbars

Whatstartedoutasasimplealtercation

Turnedintoarealstickysituation

MejustthinkingonthetimethatI'mfacing

Makesmewannacry

'CauseIdidn'tmeantohurthim

Couldabeensomebody'sson

AndItookhisheartwhen

Ipulledoutthatgun"

Heturnedthemusicoff.Itwasdarkintheroom.He

cameandsatnexttomeonthecouch,Iwaslaying

myarmsonthearmrestofthecouch.Myhead

restingonmyarms.

Heclearedhisthroat.Heputhishandonmywaist,I

flinched.Hemovedit..

Him:I'msorry



Ididn'tsayanything..

Him:Nongceboyoudisrepectedme,notonlyin

frontofBanzabutinfrontofalotofpeoplewho

fearme.Youslappedme,youtalkedcrap.Isawred,

andbelievemeIcould'vedraggedyououtofthere

kickingandscreamingbyyourhairbutIdidn't.I

couldn'tlaymyhandonyoubecauseIwasgoingto

beatyouupsobadthatitwould'vehurtme.Iwent

aboutthisthewrongway,Ididn'tmeantohurtyou.

I'msorry

Ididn'tsayanything..

Him:Pleasecometobedatleast,youcantakethe

bedI'lltakethecouch

Tearswerestreamingdown..

Him:Ngceboplease

Hisvoicegotmoresofter..

Him:Don'tdothistome

Hegentlyranhishandonmyback..

Him:Ididn'tmeantohurtyou,andtrustmehearing

youcryingismessingmeupmorethanImessed



youup

TheonlydifferencebetweenhimandMakhathiniis

thathehasthehearttoapologize.Makhathini

wouldjustactlikenothinghappened.Likewhathe

didwasn'twrong..Thoughitstilldoesn'tmakeit

right,himapologizingdoesn'tmakeitright..

Him:IknowthatrightnowyouthinkingthatI'mhim,

Idon'tblameyou.Iwentaboutitthewrongway.I

promiseIwon'tdoitagain,ifIdoitIgiveyouthe

fullrighttotakemygunandkillme,Solewillhelp

youcoverupthemurder

Ididn'tknowwhattosaytohim..

Him:Justdon'tleavemeplease,Iknowwe'veonly

knowneachotherforashortwhilebutI'llliterallygo

crazyifyouleaveme.Istillwannapushthiswith

you,pleasedon'tleaveme

Iwipedmytears.Hegotupandcametocrouch

closetothearmrestofthecouch.

Him:Nexttimeifyouwannadrinkrathertellmeand

I'llgowithyou,Iwouldnevertrustanothermale

withyou.He'syourfriendbuthestillhasadick.If



myfemalefriendwasgettingsloshedwithme,it

wasn'tgoingtogowellafterthat.Unlesshe's

seriouslygay..Whatifyougotreallydrunkand

endedupathisplace?Onhisbedthenwhat?Would

youlikeitifIbroughtmydrunkfemalefriendhere?

Whyisn'theinarelationship?Eversinceyou've

knownhimhaveyoueverseenormethisgirlfriend?

Hekissedmyforehead..

Him:Itwillneverhappenagain,Ipromise..I'msorry

(Silence)

Him:I'mtakingyoutobedokay?

Hegotupandgentlypickedmeup...

Him:Yousocold

Heopenedthecoversandlaidmedown.Hepulled

thebedcoversup...

Him:sleeptight

Hekissedmeonmyforeheadagain...

WhenhestoodupIheldhisarm,helookedatme..

Me:Don'tsleeponthecouch



Him:Areyousure?

Me:Yes

Him:Okay

Hegotinandlaidbehindme..

Heheldmetight..

Him:I'msorry

SANDISIWE

IwokeupthefollowingdaywithaminorHangover,

ifitwasn'tforSolemakingmedrinkwaterI

would'vewokenupwithahugeHangover.After

bathing,Ijoinedhimforbreakfastinthelounge..

Me:Morning

Him:Morning

Isatnexttohim..

Him:Howareyoufeeling?

Me:I'mokay..CanIgetakiss?

Hekissedme...



Him:Maythatbethelasttimeyoudrink

Me:Why?

Heputhishandonmytummy..

Him:Wetryingforababyremember?

Me:Itotallyforgot..I'msorry

Him:It'sallgood,justmakesureitdoesn'thappen

again

Me:YaIwon't

Hecheckedhisphone,thenheputitonthetable

again..

Me:Babe

Him:Sweetie?

Me:CanIhaveyourphone?

Him:Yeahsure

Itookit..

Him:Passwordisyourname

Me:CanIkeepitforaweek?



Him:YoucanevenkeepitfortheyearSweetie

Me:Youhaveanotheronestashedsomewhere?

Him:No...It'stheonlyphoneIgot

Iunlockeditandwenttowhatsapp...

Therewasn'tmuch,hehadonly10contacts.He

mostlytalkedwithaKelsoandaStallion.Nothing

serious,justboysbeingboys..

IcheckedhisFacebookandInstagramtogether

withTwitter.Mostgirlshadinboxedhimbuthe

neverreplied.Iputitbackonthetable..

Him:Foundwhatyouwerelookingfor?

Me:Yesyoucanhaveitback

Him:Thankyou

Me:Youdon'twantmine?

Him:For?

Me:checkit?

Him:checkwhat?

Me:Anythingthat'saredflag?



Him:DoIneedareasontoinvadeyourprivacy?

Me:Wasjustasking

Him:I'mnevergoingtocheckyourphone,ifyouup

tonogoodIwillfindout

Me:How?

Him:I'llknowtrustme

Me:Thenwhatyougoingtodo?

Helookedatmeandgavemeaseriouslook.

Him:Waitforyoutobeatleast7monthspregnant,

cutyouopen..Takemybaby,prayshewillsurvive

andthenfeedyourbodytothedogs

Myeyeswidened..

Him:I'mjustjoking

Me:Younotlaughing

Him:Idon'tlaughnorsmilethatmuch

Me:Ohw

Helookedatthetime..

Him:Ihavetogomeetupwithmybrother,I'llsee



youlater

Hekissedme..

Him:Iloveyou

Me:Iloveyoutoo

Heleft..

NONGCEBO

Iwokeupabitalatethismorningfeelingveryfunny.

MyheadwasachingwhenIroseitupfrommy

pillow.Kelsowalkeduptome..

Him:GOODMORNING!!!!!(SCREAMING)

Me:Eishnotsoloud

Hehandedmethebottleofpillsandaglassof

water..

Me:Thankyou

Idrank2..

Him:Maybestayinbedfortoday

Hetooktheglass..



Him:I'lltellthekidstobringyoubreakfast

Hewasalldressedup..

Me:Whereareyougoing?

Him:Ihaveafewerrandstorun

Me:Okay

Weheardaknockatthedoor...

Kelso:Comein!!

Thedooropenedandthegirlswalkedin,theywere

alldressedup..

Nessi:Morning

Ilookedatthem..

Nessi:Unclewewereaskingifwecouldgotothe

mall?

Kelsofoldedhisarms..

Nessi:Wewerealsoaskingformoney

Kelso:Whoistakingyouguystothemall?

Bongeka:Wewilltakeataxi



Kelso:Ireallydon'tknow

Nessi:Wejustwannalookatafewthings

Kelso:Noboysinvited?

Theylookateachother..

Nessi:Noboysinvited

Kelso:I'lldropyouguysoff,Idon'thavemoneyon

mewewillgototheATM

Theysmiled..

Bongeka:Thankyou

Me:GoI'mcoming

Theybothwalkedout..

Me:I'msurprisedthatyounotkillingthemafter

whathappened

Kelso:Theboypassedon,Idon'tthinktheyknow

yet.Sotheycanhavethisdaybeforetheystart

gettingdepressedandfacetheconsequences

Me:Hedied?

Kelso:Yes



Me:MakhathiniisgoingtokillBongeka

Kelso:Idon'tthinktheywillbeharshonBongeka

she'sonly14...NotreallysureaboutNessi

Me:Still..Makhathiniisgoingtokillher

Him:I'mgoingtotakeyouguysfromhim..

Remember?

Inodded..

Him:Don'tyouwannacometothemall?

Me:Nothankyou

Him:CanIgetyouanything?

Me:Snacksorsomethingchilli

Him:I'lldothat

Me:Thankyou

Him:I'llberightback

MAKHATHINI

Myphonerang,itwasBhubesi'swife..



Me:Salukwazi

Iheardhersniffing..

Me:MaNgwenya?

Her:Zulu

Me:Unjani?

Her:uBhubesiuaishiyeleemhlabeni(Bhubesiisno

more)

Me:Ini?(What)

Her:Uzibulele(hecommittedsuicide)

Me:Uzibulele?MaNgwenyauthini?uBhubesingeke

akwenzelokho(Bhubesiwon'tdothat)

Her:Kwenzekile(crying)

Shestartedcrying..

Me:Ngiyeza(I'mcoming)

Ihungup.Ithoughtforawhile,thiswasn'ttrue.I

gotoutofthebed..

Me:WeNurse??(yelling)

Ihavetobedischargedtoday!



IcalledBanzatocomeandgetme..

.
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[NotethatthisinsertwassponsoredbyKhanyisa

Mnisi,aSouthAfricanYouTuber.Pleasefindthe

linkbelowtoherchannel,viewandsubscribe ]

BANZA

IfetchedMakhathinifromthehospitalanddrove

himtoBhubesi'shouse,beforedrivinghimbackto

hishouse.Ididn'tgoinwithhimthough,Iwaitedfor

himinthecarparkednexttothegate.Ihavebeen

sincetryingtogetaholdofNongcebo,tolether

knowthatheiscomingbackhome.Herphonerang

unanswered.Ievensentheratextbutstillshe

didn'tgetbacktome.Ihopethatshe'sokay,Ihope

Kelsodidn'thurther..Makhathiniwalkedbackto

thecarcarefullybalancingonhiscrutch,Igotout



andopenedthedoorforhim.Hemadehiswayin,I

wentandgotinontheotherside..

Zulu:KubiBanele(It'sbad)

Me:Bathikwenzakaleni?

Heshookhishead.

Zulu:Bathiuzibulele(Theysaidhekilledhimself)

Isighed..

Zulu:Bhubesiangekeazibulale(Bhubesiwould

neverkillhimself)

Me:Sowhatareyouthinking?

Zulu:Hiswifesaidhehadtoclientsbeforethey

foundhimdead

Me:Whoaretheclients?

Zulu:Hedescribedthem,samedescriptionofthat

boywhocameatthetaxirank

Me:Kelso?

Henodded..

Zulu:Hewaswithacolouredfriend



Thiswasnew..

Zulu:LomfouKelsoung'funani?Uyangazinje

ukuthingiwubani?(Thisboywhatdoeshewant

fromme?DoesheknowwhoIam)

KelsowasbeingKelso.I'veknownhimtobe

impulsive,butthis?Thiswassuicidal.Hejustdug

upagraveforhimself..

NONGCEBO

Iendedupnotgoingtothemallwiththem,Islept

throughoutuntilhisGrandmotherwokemeup.Said

shewasworriedaboutmeandaskedifI'msick.I

bathethenshemademesomethingtoeat,after

thatwesatandwatchedTV..Kelso'sbabyMama

walkedin,shewasholdingherSon.Thesonlooked

veryadorable.HelookedexactlylikeKelso.

Power:Sanibonani(greetings)

Grams:Power,didn'tknowthatyouguyswere

coming

Power:Wejustwantedtosurpriseyou



Kelso'sGrandmothergotupandwenttotakethe

baby,herefused..

Him:Nooo!!

Grams:Hakeemngekewasijwayelalaekhaya

(Hakeemwillnevergetusedtous)

Power:That'swhyhehastospendtimehere

Shelookedatme..

Grams:ThisisNongcebo,Kelso'sgirlfriend.

NongcebothisisPowerKelso'sbabyMamawith

theirSonHakeem

Me:Hi

Power:HauyoudatingKelso?

Ikeptquiet..

Power:IthoughtyouweredatingBanza,seeingthat

IsawyouguysyesterdayatShisanyama

Me:Banzaisafriend

Power:Youhugandkissallyourfriends?

Me:IneverkissedBanza



Shesmiled..

Power:Comeoneveryonesawyou,evenmyfriends

did.Theycantestifytothat

Clearyshewaslookingforafight,andIwasn't

goingtogiveherone..

Me:ExcuseMe

Power:HopeIwasn'twaytooforward

Me:Notatall

SANDISIWE

Solehadcalledmeandtoldmethatthepublisheris

goingtostopby,indeedshecame.Iletherinand

madehersomethingtodrink..Isatdownopposite

her..

Thami:Thankyouforwelcomingme

Me:Thankyouforcoming

Thami:So..Soletellsmethatyouwrite?

Me:Yes..IwriteforFacebookandanonline



publicationknownasVisionarywritings

Shenodded..

Thami:Haveyoubeenplubsihedbefore?Ahard

copy?

Me:Yes..Ihavetwobooksthatarepublished

Thami:Whichpublishingcompanydidyougowith?

Me:Selfpublished

Thami:ThisVisionarywritings,didyousigna

contractwiththem?

Me:No..Ididn't

Thami:Sotheydon'townyou?

Me:Notatall

Thami:That'sgoodwouldn'twanttobesued

Iwaitedforher..

Thami:Iwouldliketoreadyourtwobooks,ifI'm

happythenwewillsignacontract

Me:Yesofcourse

Thami:Pleaseknowthatwithourfamily,youwill



getR5000everymonthshouldyousellatleast50-

109booksamonth.Ifyousellfrom110-200a

month.YouwillgetR7000.Notethatmarketingis

onustoo

Me:IfIsellless?

Thami:Thenyou'llgetless.Theminimumfor

R5000amonthinyourbankaccountithastobe

from50-109,ifyourangefrom110-200,it'llbe

R7000.Ifyousell210copiesupwardsit'llbedouble

that7000.Don'tworrywewillputeverythingin

writing

Me:OkayIgetyou

Thami:Thetwobooksplease

Igotupandwenttogetthemfromtheshelf

Me:CanIsellmorethanonebook?

Thami:Youhavetoreleaseat2booksayear

Thiswasn'tamuchofabadoffer,ImeanI'mJust

startingsowewillseehowitgoes.



BANZA

WearrivedatthehouseandIusedhiskeysto

unlockthedoor,wemadeourwayin..

Thehousewasquiet..

Zulu:Baphiabantubakulelikhaya?(Wherearethe

peopleofthishouse)

Ikeptquiet..

Helookedatme..

Zulu:Abashongonixkuwe?(Theydidn'tsay

anythingtoyou)

Me:Cha(No)

HetookouthisphoneandcalledNongcebo,

Nongcebodidn'tpickup..

Zulu:Awuyobafuna(goandlookforthem)

Inodded..

NONGCEBO

IwaslayingonthebedwatchingTVwhenKelso



walked.Hestoodatthedoorwayandfoldedhis

armslookingatme..

Kelso:Manjeukwateleni?(whyareyoumad)

Me:Angikwatanga(I'mnotmad)

Kelso:NjanibecauseI'vebeentryingtogetahold

ofyouwithnosuccess

Me:Idon'tknowwheremyphoneis

Hewalkedinandgotinbed,helaidnexttome..

Kelso:Kantiyini?(What'swrong)

Me:There'snothingwrong

Kelso:Don'tgivemethat..Ngenzeni?(whatdidIdo)

Hekissedmyarm..

Me:It'sreallynothing

Hekissedmyneck..

Kelso:Talktome

Me:I'mnotangrynjena

Heranhishandonmythigh..



Kelso:AmIallowed?

Me:YourbabyMamaishere

Hestopped..

Kelso:Power?

Me:Yes

Kelso:Ukwenzeni?(whatdidshedotoyou)

Ishruggedmyshoulders..

Kelso:Eyyngathiizong'casulakeskadoIndabaka

Power(Powerisgoingtoirritateme)

Me:ShetoldyourGrandmotherthatIamdating

Banza,shesawuskissinglastnightatthesisha

nyama

Helaughed..

Me:I'mgladyoufindthisfunny

Kelso:It'ssolikePower

Ilookedathim..

Me:Pleasedon'thurtme

Kelso:Powerhasaboyfriend



Me:Thisgirllookslikeshe'sstillintoyou

Kelso:PowerandIcanneverbe,there'salotthat

happenedbetweenus

Me:Doyoustillwantherback?

Kelso:Nexkanjaniskat(nomylove)

Me:Doyoustillloveher?

Kelso:She'sthemotherofmykid,wedatedfora

longtime.She'salwaysgoingtohaveaspecial

placeinmylifebutwewillnevergetbacktogether

Me:Isee

HeliftedmychinupsoIcouldlookathim.

Kelso:Ngiyak'thandaNgcebo(Iloveyou)

Me:Iloveyoutoo

Kelso:NgekephelangitheNgiyak'thanda(IsaidI

loveyou)

Me:NamiNgiyak'thandaKelso(IloveyoutooKelso)

.
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SOLE

Igotanunusualcall,Kelso'sfatheraskedtometo

seehim.Iagreed,andpassedbyattheprison

beforegoinghome.Visitinghourswereover,but

sincehehasprivilegesaroundhere.Hecangeta

visitanytimehewants..

Him:Peoplegrowup

Me:Youdon'tlookbadyourself

Him:Howareyou?

Me:I'mgoodandhowareyou?

Him:I'mgood

Helookedaroundandthenlookedatmeagain..

Him:HowisyourfriendshipwithKelsogoing?

Me:It'sgoingtogood



Him:SomuchthatyouwouldwanttoturnhisNiece

in?

Me:That'swhyI'mhere?

Him:bullyinghappenseverywhereandwecan't

controlit.YourNephewwasunfortunatelyweak

andhedidn'tsurvive

Me:SameasasKelso?

Him:YesbutwhatdidKelsodo?Hedidn'tkill

himself.Hebecameamotherfuckerandneverlet

anyonewalkalloverhimanymore,unlikeyour

Nephew.Nessididn'tkillhim,hekilledhimself.He

madethatdecision!

Me:Letmeaskyousomething

Ilookedathim..

Me:IfmyNephewwastheonewhowasbullying

Nessithenshecommittedsuicide,wereyoustill

goingtosaythesamething?ThatNessiwasweak?

Him:It'sdifferent

Me:How?BecauseNessiisagirl?



Him:AllI'msayingisthat,NessimadeamistakeI'm

sureshehaslearnedfromhermistake.I'msorry

aboutyourNephew,butthere'snowayI'mgoingto

allowyoutogetmyGranddaughterlockedup.She's

theonlythingIhavethatremindsmeofmy

Daughter,andI'mnotgoingtoletyouruinthat.If

yougoaftermyGranddaughter,I'mgoingtocome

foryou.Rememberonething,IamnotKelso!Ihave

nofriendshiptolose!Thinkaboutthat,andsleepon

it.Ifyoudon'tbackoff..What'shernameagain?

Thatwriter?She'sgoingtogetavisitfrommy

people

Ilookedathim..

Him:Sleeponit

NONGCEBO

Thegirlsfinallyfoundoutaboutthepassingofthat

boy,theywerereallytakingithard..

Grams:Sowhat'sgoingtohappen?

Kelso:Theygoingtofacethelaw.Bongekais



underage,theymightbelinientonher..I'mnotsure

aboutNessi

Power:Youcan'tletNessigotojail

Kelso:Ican'tdefythelaw,it'sbeyondme

Grams:Iwillhavetoprayharder

Nessi:It'sokayGrandma,Ididsomethingbad.

Someonelosthislife,afamilylosttheirSon.Ifit

wasmewhocommittedsuicideitwouldbehardfor

allofyou

Power:Youcan'tgotojail.Youwaytooyoung,you

haveagoodfutureaheadofyou

Nessi:Igotexpelledfromschool,whatfutureare

youtalkingabout?

Kelsorubbedhiseyes..

Power:Kelso

Kelso:Eyyawungiyeke(leavemealone)

Kelsowalkedoutoftheroom,Hakeemfollowed

him..

Power:Younotgoingdosomething?



Me:Somethinglikewhat?

Power:Liketalktohim?You'rehisgirlfriendafter

all..Trysomething!

Me:Kelsohasmadeuphismind!WhetherItalkto

himornothewon'tchangehismind

Power:Youaresoevil!Justbecauseyourlittle

sisterorwhateversheiswon'tfacethelaw,now

yougivinguponNessi?Sies!

Shegotupandwalkedoutoftheroom..

Grams:Don'tmindher

STALLION

IdecidedtogoandseeLondi'sfamily.

LondiandIstartedoffjustfucking,itwasnothing

seriousuntilwefellforeachother.Shetoldmethat

shewasgoingtoleavehim,Ithinkshedidtrytotalk

tohimaboutthat.ThenSoledidn'thavethat.He

pulledoffaperfectmurder..

Iwasinthebedroomsittingonthechairasher



momwassittingonthemattress..

Her:IthoughtshewaswithSole

Me:Shewas,butshewasreadytoleavehim.I

thinkSolecouldn'tacceptthat.Hekilledher,Iknow

hedid

Her:Idon'tunderstand.Wefoundherhangingon

thetree

Me:Trustmehedidit

Sheshookherhead..

Her:Ineverlikedhim,Iknowcolouredsaren'tgood

buttokillher?

Me:I'msorryMa,andIpromisethatI'mgoingto

makesurethathedoesn'tgetawaywiththis

BANZA

Iwalkedinandmademywaytothelivingroom.He

wasdrinkingwhiskeyandlisteningtomusic..

Zulu:Ubatholile?(Didyoufindthem)



Me:Cha(No)

Hetookhisglassanddrankthewhiskey.

Me:Bongekawastalkingaboutvisitingafriendof

hersfromschool.Sinceshegotexpelledshehas

beendepressed.Nongcebodidn'twanthertogo

alone,Ithinkshetaggedalong

Zulu:Youonlytellingmethisnow?

Ilookedathim..

Me:IfIgoandcollectthem,ifIbringthemback.

Promisemethatyouwon'thurtthem

Heslowlynodded..

Me:Ngiyabuya(I'mcoming)

NONGCEBO

IwalkedoutofthehousetoKelso'sroom.Idon't

thinktheyheardmeasImademywayin.Istoodin

theloungeandlistened..

Kelso:There'snothingIcando



Power:There'ssomethingthatyoucando,sheis

yoursister'schild.Yoursisterleftherinyourcare.

Youwillneverforgiveyourselfifyoudon'tdo

somethingtohelpher

Kelso:Iknewyouweregoingtosaysomethinglike

that

Powerchuckled..

Kelso:Thankyou

Power:Don'tthankme,justhelpher

Kelso:I'lltrybutI'mnotpromisinganything

Power:Comehere

Theybothkeptquietforawhile...

Power:YouknowIstillloveyouright?

Kelso:Iknow..Istillloveyoutoo

Theykeptquietagain..Thistimearound,their

silencebotheredme.Iwalkedin,Iwalkedinon

themkissingwhilstlayingonthebed.Hakeemwas

playingonthecarpet.Istoodthereandlookedat

themuntilKelsonoticedme.HepushedPower



awayalittle.

Ichuckled..

Me:Wow!

Kelso:It'snotwhatitlookslike

Me:I'mjusthereformyphone,IthinkIsawit

somewhere

Kelsogotoutofbed..

Kelso:Ngcebo

IlookedformyphoneuntilIfoundit..

Me:Gotit..I'llgiveyouguyssomespace

Kelsoblockedmyway..

Kelso:It'snotwhatitlookslike

Me:CanIpleasepass?

Kelso:Please

Power:Haike

Kelso:Powerpleaseleave

Me:Nodon't..I'llleave



Kelso:Younotgoinganywhere

Itriedwalkingawaybuthestoppedmeagain

Kelso:Nongceboawume(Waitaminute)

Power:Ifshewantstoleave,letherleave

Kelso:IsaidleavePower!

IcheckedmyphoneandIhadmissedcallsfrom

Banza.Isteppedbackabitandcalledhim.Luckily

hepickeduponthesecondring.Didn'tevenwait

forhimtogreet..

Me:HeyBanzacanyoupleasecomeandfetchme

Kelso:Wtf?

IlookedatKelso..

Me:ComewiththePoliceifyouhavetoo

Power:Nazoke!(herewego)

KelsowalkeduptoPoweranddraggedherfromthe

bed..Powerfelldown..

Power:Kelso!

Kelsostartedkickingherwhilstshewasonthe



ground,Powerstartedscreaming.That'swhen

Hakeemstartedcryingtoo.I'vebeenthroughthis,

andIknowKelsowasn'tgoingtolethergo.IfItry

todosomething,hemighthurtmetoo.Inthatsplit

secondIwentandgotHakeemfromthefloor,I

pickedhimup..

Me:Shhhh..Look,lookatwhatDaddyisdoing?

Kelsostoppedandlookedatme..

Me:LookatDaddy

KelsowalkedovertotheTVstand,hetookhiscar

keysandphonethenhewalkedout.Bangingthe

door..

Iclosedmyeyesandletoutasigh...

SANDISIWE

Iwasinthekitchencookingwhilstlisteningto

musicwhenSolewalkedin..

Me:HeyBabe,Ijuststartedcooking

Heclosedthedoorandthenwalkeduptome



Me:OhwThamicame

Hedidn'tsayanything,hejusthuggedmeandheld

metightwhilstlettingoutadeepsigh.Hewas

shaking,butnotthattypeoffearshaking..

Me:Areyouokay?

Heletmegoandthenwalkedstraighttothe

bedroom..

Me:Sole?

Iwalkedtothebedroombuthehadclosedand

lockedthedoor..

Me:Babewhat'sgoingon?

Iheardaloudscreamfromhim,thenIheardthings

breaking..

Me:Sole??

Itriedopeningbutstill..

Sole:Motherfucker!!!!!!!!!!!!

Isteppedawayfromthedoorasthingscontinued

breaking..



.
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SANDISIWE

Icouldn'tcontinuecooking,Iwassoworriedabout

SolethatIsatonthecouchfor2hoursuntilthe

noisedieddown.WhenitwasquietIheardthedoor

unlocking.Iremainedforthenext30minonthe

couchbeforefindingstrengthtogoandseewhat

happened.Iwaswelcomedbyaverydisturbing

scene.Almosteverythingwasbroken,Idon'teven

knowhowhemanagedtofuckupthebedlikethat



too.Hewassittingonthefloor,atthecornerofthe

room.Hehadtakenoffhishoodieandwasleftwith

hisvest,jeansandsneakers.Hislefthandwas

bleeding,Islowlywalkeduptohim..

Me:Sole?

Hewasstarringdownonthefloorwithoutsaying

anything..Ikneltinfrontofhimandcheckedhis

hand,myheartwasbeatingfastbecauseIdidn't

knowhowhewasgoingtoreactImeanhejust

turnedtheroomupsidedown..Ilookedathishand

anditwaslikehehadcuthimself,hewasbleeding..

Me:Babe

Hewasdeadquiet.Physicallyhewasherebut

mentallyhewasn'tpresent.Iputmyhandonhis

cheek..

Me:Sole?

Idon'tknowSolethatwell,Idon'tknowhisfamily.

Wehaveneverdiscussedthatpartofhislife.SoI

checkedhimandfoundhisphoneinhispocket,

thenIcalledtheonlypersonI'veseenSolewith.

Kelso...



Kelso:What'sup?

Me:Hi..SorryforbotheringyouthisisSandisiwe

Sole'sgirlfriend

Kelso:CanIhelpyouwithanything?

Me:Idon'tknowwhat'shappeningbutsomethingis

verywrongwithSole(crying)

Kelso:Whatdoyoumean?

Me:Heturnedtheroomupsidedownandhurt

himself,nowhe'ssittingonthefloorMon-

responsive.Ididn'tknowwhotocallI'mscaredand

worried(crying)

Kelso:I'monmyway

Me:ShouldIwaitintheloungeorsomething?

Kelso:Nohe'snotgoingtohurtyou,don'teventry

totalktohimbecausehewon'tsayanything.Right

nowhecan'thearanything,hehasdisconnected

fromreality

Me:OkayI'llwaitforyou

Kelso:I'monmyway



Ihungupandlookedathim..

NONGCEBO

Banzadidfetchus,Bongekadidn'tevenwantto

leave..IwassurprisedtoseeMakhathiniback,

Banzadidn'tsayanythingaboutthat.

Bongeka:Yougottobekiddingme!

Zulu:ThankyouBanza

Ithoughthewasgoingtogetdischargednextweek..

Banza:I'llleaveyouguys

Bongeka:Pleasetakemewithanddropmeoffat

Nessi'splace

Me:Bongeka

Bongeka:Idon'twannabehere!I'mmorehappyat

Nessi'splacethanhere

WelookedatMakhathini,henodded..

Banza:Let'sgo

Theyleft.Iputmybagdownandwenttositonthe



couch,Ilookedathim..

Me:Thoughtyouweregettingdischargedsometime

nextweek?

(Silence)

Zulu:uBhubesiusishiyileemhlabeni(Bhubesiisno

more)

Myeyeswidened..

Me:Kwenzekeni?(Whathappened)

Zulu:Bathiuzibulalile(Theysayinghekilledhimself)

Ididn'tbelievethat,Bhubesiwouldn'tkillhimself..

Me:Idon'tbelievethat

Zulu:Namifuthi(metoo)

Thiswasreallyshocking...

Me:I'llstartpreparingdinner

Zulu:Cha..Wecangoout,youwilldrive

Idohavealicense,tookoneawhileback.itwas

afterourbigfightanditwashiswayofapologizing

bytakingmetodrivingschool...



SANDISIWE

Kelsoreallyshowedup.Itwashim,itwasthat

douchbagfromthebookstore...

KelsolookedatSole..Hewenttohim

Kelso:Heybuddy

Solewasstillquiet...

Me:Whatarewegoingtodo?

Kelso:I'llcallhispsychiatrist

Me:Psychiatrist?

Kelso:Henevertoldyouabouthismentalstate?

Me:No..IstheresomethingthatIshouldknow?

Kelso:Angizingeniizindabazabantu(Idon'tputmy

noseinotherpeople'sissues)

HegothisphoneandSole'sphonethenhewalked

out,IlookedatSolegreatlysurprisedatwhatKelso

justsaid..



NONGCEBO

Idroveustoarestaurant.Itwasexcitingtofinally

driveagain,thoughitwasalsoscaryatthesame

timebuthewascoachingme..

Withhiscast,itwould'vebeendifficultforhimto

drive..

Fordrinks,hegothimselfacastlelitebeer,andI

testedthewatersbytryingoutaglassofwine.He

didn'tsayanything.IthinkthisissuewithBhubesi

hasgreatlyaffectedhim.Ithasaffectedhimso

muchthathedidn'tevenaskwhereBongekaandI

were,hedidn'tevenarguewhenBongekawantedto

gobacktoKelso'splace..Iunderstandhim,without

Bhubesi.Heisnothing..

Zulu:Nongcebo

Ilookedathim..

Zulu:UbaniuKelso?(WhoisKelso)

Ialmostchokedonmywine..

Me:An..

Zulu:uKelsoisthesamePersonwhostarteda



commotionatthetaxirank,thesamepersonwho

killedBhubesi

KelsokilledBhubesi?

Zulu:Angakwenzelanikonkelokho?(Whywouldhe

doallofthat)

Me:AngazinokuthiubaniuKelso(Idon'tevenknow

whoKelsois)

Zulu:uMangingabhekaucingokwakhoushoukuthi

ngekengitholelutho?(IfIcheckyourphone,Iwon't

findanything)

Ishookmyheadno,butdeepwithinIknewthatif

hedidcheckmyphone.Hewasgoingtofindalot..

Zulu:AngimaziuKelso(Idon'tknowhim)

Henodded..

Zulu:Kushoukuthisingaqhubekangomshado?

(thatcameunexpected)

Me:Onlyononecondition

Helookedatme..

Me:Ihavegottenusedtogoingoutandgetting



freshair.IfIagreetomarryyou,Idon'twannabe

lockedupinthehouse.IfIwannagoouttothemall,

mayIbeallowedtodoso?

Zulu:Yebo

Me:Ngiyabonga(thankyou)

OnedayI'llwalkoutofthehouseandsayI'mgoing

tothemall,thennevercomeback..

SANDISIWE

Thepsychiatristcame,hecamewithtwo

Paramedics..

HecheckedSole...

Psych:forhowlonghashebeenlikethis?

Me:Forawhile

Oneparamedicattendedtohisbleedinghand..

Psych:Wetakinghimin

Kelso:Forhowlong?

Psych:Fewweeks,untilhegoesbacktohisnormal



self

Kelso:Iunderstand

Me:What'swrong?

Psych:heishavingapsychoticbreak,hehas

deattchedfromreality.I'mafraidI'llhavetostart

himonmedicationnow

Kelso:Soledoesn'twanttotakemeds

Me:Whyishehavingapsychoticbreak?

Psych:Withhismentaldisorder,whenhecan't

solvesomethingitresortstothis.Solealways

wantstosolvesomething,nosituationshould

defeathim.Ifhedoesn'thaveanswersorcan't

solvethatsituationhebreaksdown

Kelso:Didhesayanythingtoyou?

Me:No

Theparamedicsstrappedhimdownonthe

stretcher..

Psych:Wetakinghimtotheinstitution

Kelso:I'llfollowyouwithmycar



Me:Pleasecallandletmeknowhowitwent

Kelso:I'lldoso

HewillcallmeonSole'scellphone,sinceit'swith

me.Ilookedattheroom,it'sgoingtotakemea

whiletocleaneverything...

.
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KELSO

2WEEKSLATER

"ThoughtIwassomething,reallysomething

Intheend,whoknewI'dendupwithnothing?

Iwasfronting,trulyfronting

GirlIreallycan'tbemadIhaditcoming

GuessifIwashalfthemanIknowIam



IwouldbesogoodthatevenOprahbejealousof

you

It'slikethat,yeah,likethat

Everythingbetweenusbegood

GirlIknowwhatIshouldhavedone.

ShouldhavewalkedawaythemomentthatIsaw

hercoming

ButIblewit,reallyblewit

AndlosttheonlygirlIlove

DearGodifyou'relisteningnow

Ineedyoudoathingforme.

Youseemybaby,shedoneupandwalkedout

Ineedyoubringherbacktome.

IknowthatIwaswrong,Iwasguiltyinsin

Probablynotpriority



ButdearGodifyou'relisteningnow

I'mdownhere

Dying

Begging

Crying

Somebodyoughtaprayforme"

Sincesheleft,I'vebeensendinghermessageson

whatsapp.Morelikelyrics,togetherwiththesong.

Shedoesn'treply,shejustreadsandblueticks.It

doesn'tmatter,solongshereadsthenit'scool..I

havestoppedPowerfromcomingtomyhouse,ifI

wantHakeemIjustgoandfetchhim.Shehates

that,butIpaiddamagessoshehasnochoice..

Nessi:Here

Ilookedatthepamphlet..

Me:It'saboardingschool

Bongeka:Wehavedecidedthataboardingschool

wouldbebetter

Me:10kayear?Whataretheyteaching?Medicine?



Theybothlaughed..

Nessi:Fees,food,accommodation..Everythingis

included

Me:20kforbothofyou

Nessi:AtleastI'mleftwith3years

Bongeka:It'slatenowforapplicationssowewill

havetoapplynextyear

Me:I'llthinkaboutit

BongekaandIhadachatnotsolongago.Shetold

meaboutherhomesituation,Idecidedthatshe

shouldstayhereandnevergoback.WhatI'mgoing

todo,iscontactsocialworkers.Letthemknow

what'shappeningsoIcanlegallyadopther.She

seemshappywhenshe'saroundhere,I'vealso

takenituptomyselftogetthemtherapy.Have

someonedealwiththeirdemonsprofessionally..

Me:Idon'tknowhowGramsisgoingtofeelabout

this,shelikeshavingyougirlsaroundbut..A

boardingschoolsoundsgoodtooI'msureyougirls

willbewelldisciplenedthere.WhatIlikemoreis



thatthere'snoboys,it'sanallgirlsschool.

Bongeka:SowhatifIgetagirlfriend?

Me:Seenowyoutalking.Agirlfriendisbetterthana

boyfriend.Nounexpectedpregnancy,nodrama

Igavethembackthepamphletasmyphone

beeped.Itwasamessagefrommyfather:

"Contactsofthetraditionalhealerthat'sgoingto

performacleansingforyou.He'sgood"

SinceBhubesihadbeenburied,myFatherhasbeen

tryingtogetusagoodtraditionalhealer.NowIjust

havetowaitforSolethenwewillgo...

SOLE

Ithoughtaboutwhathesaid,heindirectlytoldme

thathe'sgoingtohurtSandiifweseekjusticefor

Matthew.That'sthepartthatkilledmemost,having

nochoice.See,Kelso'sfatherisabitofatough

cookietobreak.Heisthegeneralofthe28s,they

everywhere.Everyprovinceandtheynotjust2or3

ofthem.TheywillgettoSandiifheputstheword



outthere,takingthemdownisgoingtobemessy.I

can'tevenaskKelsoforhelp,despitethefactthat

it'shisfather.Wewon'tbeabletotakethemdown.

Theyalotandtheydangerous..MyBrotherpicked

up..

Me:Brianit'sMe

Him:Ithoughtyouweregoingtocometothe

funeral

Me:I'msorry

Him:likehowyoupromisedthatyouwouldbethere

whenIswitchoffthemachine

Me:Somethingcameup

Him:I'mtryingwithyouSole,butit'slikeyoudon't

wannabeapartofusanymore.I'mtryingtomake

peacebetweenyouandthefamily

Me:BrianIneedyoutodosomething

Him:What?

Me:Don'topenacaseforthosegirls

Helaughed..



Him:Youkiddingright?

Me:Itwon'tendwell..Trustme

Him:Anexamplemustbemadeoutofthem,Ineed

togetjusticeformyboy

Me:Listentome,you'llbeputtingallofusindanger

Him:I'mdoingit,andthere'snothingyougoingto

doaboutit

Islammedthephonehard.IthoughtaboutSandi,

mybabyandhowallofthisshitwon'tgodownwell..

ComeonSole,thinkofsomething!IfItakethemup

it'llhurtourlovedonesmorethanitwillhurtus.Our

lovedoneswillbetheonestofeelthemostheat..

Nurse:Sole

Islowlyturnedaround..

Him:Makeroomforothers

Me:Ineedtomakeanothercall

Him:Yougetonephonecalladay

Me:It'sanemergency



Him:I'msorryyou'llhavetowaitfortomorrow

Iturnedaroundagainandlookedatthephone..

Him:Idon'twannauseforcewithyou,pleasestep

awayfromthephone

(Silence)

Hetouchedmyshoulder.Iturnedaroundwiththe

phonecordandplaceditaroundhisneck,Istarted

stranglinghim..

Me:Ijustwannamakeaphonecall!!!

Theotherpatientsintheroomstartedactingout

too,chairswerebeingthrownaround.Noiseswere

beingmade..

Webothfelldownonthefloor,Iputhimon

lockdown.Mylegswrappedaroundhimsohecan't

usehishandstodefendhimself.

Others:Killhim!Killhim!!Killhim!!

Isawtheguardsapproachingus,theyseparated

mefromhim..

Me:Iwannamakeaphonecall!!Abloodyphone



call!!!Onephonecall!!!!

TheNursewasonthegroundcoughing..Another

oneapproachedmewithasyringeinhishand..

NONGCEBO

Afterreadingthetextandlisteningtothesong,Iput

myphonedown.Icalledtheshelterafewdays

backandtheytoldmethattheyfullfornow.

Meaningthey'vejustfuckeduptheplanofme

runningaway.

Makhathiniwasmaddepressed,sincethedeathof

Bhubesihehasn'tbeenwell.Hedrinksalot,so

muchthatit'sirritating.Ihavetotakehimtobed,

undresshimetc.Iknowthathewillfindanother

traditionalhealer,butfornow.Iamoptingto

somethingthatBongekalongthoughtoff.Speaking

ofBongekawetalkalotandshe'sveryhappyat

Kelso'splace.Idon'twanthercomingback,and

Makhathinihasbeentalkingabouthewantsher

backhome.Itookthebluedeathandwalkedtothe



livingroom.Hedoesn'teatmuchsothebestway

wouldbeputtingitinhiswhiskeybottle.Betterto

actnowthanlaterwhenhegoesbacktohisnormal

ruthlessself,becausehewill.Iopeneditandclosed

myeyes..

Me:Lord,pleaseforgivemeforwhatI'mabouttodo

Ipoureditin,notallofitthough..

SANDISIWE

Ilookedatthepregnancytest,itwaspositive

Iclosedmyeyeswithtearsstreamingdown.

Thisisamess,I'mpregnantandSoleisnothere.

Heisnothimselfanditseemslikemyplangot

fucked.Ireallyhadhopethatweweregoingtobea

smallbeautifulfamily,butnow.I'mnotsosure.

HowwillIraisethebabyalonewithoutSole'shelp?

Whatifhekeepsongoinginandoutinthemental

institutionthenwhat'sgoingtobecomeofmeand

thebaby?WorsenowthatThamidoesn'twanna

workwithme.Shetoldmestraightthatit'snot



goingtowork,sohowwillItakecareofababy?

Ireceivedatextfrommycuz:

"Iamatthegate"

Ihadmyclothespacked,whenIwalkoutofhere.

I'mgone,I'mgoneandI'mdone.Ihavealreadyeven

consideredabortion,andI'mgoingthroughwithit..

.
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NONGCEBO



Afterpouringthebluedeathinhiswhiskey,Ialso

crushed3sleepingpillsandputtheminside.The

whiskeywashalfinthebottle,andhedrankwithout

evenrealizingwhatwasinside.Itdidn'ttakethat

longforhimtopassout...

Ipackedeverythingofmine,includingmyIdentity

document,myMatriccertificateandothervaluable

things.Ihavenointentionsofcomingbackhere,I

amclaimingbackmylifeandmyfreedom..Iwalked

downthestreettothemainroad,tocatchataxi.I

wasanemotionalmess,couldn'tbelievewhatI've

justdone.Iamamurderer.

SOLE

Theyputmeinastraightjacketandisolatedme

fromtherestofthepatients.Thedooropenedand

thepsychiatristwalkedin..

Hewasalone,didn'thaveanyguardswithhim..

Him:Ithoughtyouwouldstillbepassedout



Me:HowistheNurse?

Him:He'sgoingtobefine

Hesatdownonthebed..

Me:Youdon'tknowwhat'swrongwithmeright?

Him:I'mafraidnot

Me:Alltheseteststhatwereperformedallthose

yearsago,theydidn'tgiveanyresults?

Him:Wehaven'tcameacrossyourtypeofmental

illness,otherthanthefactthatithelpsyoutobe

smarterthanapersonyourage.Itworkedtoyour

advantagebutneverthelessithasconsequences.

Youhaveneverbeenviolentwithanyone,andfor

thefactthatyouattackedsomeoneitmeansthat

moresymptomsareshowingwhichwillhelpus

determinewhat'swrongwithyou

Ikeptquiet..

Him:Inthemeantimewewillputyouonmedication

Me:Idon'twantmedication

Him:Youpresentedaviolentbehavioryoualmost



killedaNurse

Me:Themedicationwon'thelp,thoseyearsagoI've

beentakingmedsandnomedicationhelpedso

muchthatIstoppedtakingthem.Whycan'tIjustbe

letgo,sincethere'snothingthatcanhelpme

Him:Wecan'tletyougoasyet,notafterwhatyou

did.Icannottrustyouinthesocietytolivewith

othercivilians.Whatyoudidtoday,clearlyshows

thatyouareadanger.Untilwecanbesurethatyou

holdnodangeranymoretowardsanyonethenyou

willbereleased

Hegotup...

Him:I'msorry

SANDISIWE

Shegavemeaglassofwater

Me:Thankyou

Her:Thattimewhenwemethim,helookednormal

Me:Iwasalsosurprisedbyhisbehavior,Ididn't



expectthis

Shesatnexttome...

Her:Butisheadangertoyou?

Me:Hehasneverbeenviolenttowardsmenor

abusiveinanyform.Honestlyspeakinghehas

beenthebestbutafterthis..I'mscared,I'mscared

thatonedayhe'sgoingtoloseitandattackme

Her:Thisisdifficult

Me:That'swhyI'mthinkingofabortion,Ican'ttrust

himwiththebaby

Her:Thinkitthroughfirst.Abortionisnotawalkina

park,youmightregretit.Ithinkyoushouldalsotalk

tohimaboutthis,don'ttakedecisionslikethaton

yourown.Afterall,youguysarestillina

relationshipunlessI'mconfused,butyouneedtodo

thisright.Talktohimfirstandyouguyscanresort

toanydecisionthatbothofyouaregoingtofeel

comfortablewith.Fornow,youcanstayhereas

longasyouwant

Me:ThankyouCuz



Her:MomandDadthey'llbepleasedtoseeyou,it's

beenawhile

Me:That'strue

NONGCEBO

ImademywaytoKelso'splace,Isawhiscar

parkedoutside.It'sgoodthathe'shere..

Fornowhe'stheonlychoiceIhave,butsoonIwill

begettingupandgettingmyown.ThenI'llbeable

tostartmylifewhenIhavedecidedonwhattodo..I

stoodatthedoorofhisroomandknocked..

Kelso:I'mcoming

Iwaited..

Heopenedthedoorafterafewseconds,Hedid

looksurprisedtoseemestandingathisdoorstep

withmybags.Ilookedathimandhelookedatme,

tearsstreameddown..

Him:Comehere

Iwalkeduptohimandhehuggedme..



Me:Ikilledhim(crying)

Him:Huh?

Hebrokethehugandlookedatme..

Me:Ipoisonedhim

Hesighed..

Me:I'mamurderer

Hehuggedmeagain..

Him:It'sokay,youdidwhatyouthoughtwasbest.

Especiallyforsomeoneinyourshoes

Me:IfIgotojai-

Him:Younotgoingtojail,Iwon'tletthathappen

Webrokethehugagain..

Him:I'mgladthatyoudecidedtocomehere,

everythingisgoingtobeokay..Ipromise

Hekissedme..

BANZA



Iknockedwithoutanyonegivingmeanyresponse.I

openedthedoorandwalkedin.

Me:Zulu?Ngcebo?

Itwasquiet.IwalkedtothelivingroomandIfound

Makhathinionthefloor,withawhiskeybottlenext

tohim.Iexhaled,he'sstillatitdrinking..Imademy

waytohimandtookthebottlefromhim,Iputit

backonthetable.Ipickedhimup,heavyashewas

andwalkedtothebedroomwithhim.Iputlaidhim

downonthebed.AsIwasabouttowalkout,the

wardrobewasopen.IlookedandNongcebo's

clothesweremissing.IwalkedbacktoMakhathini,

hisbreathingwasshallow.IwalkedoutandIsaw

thebottleofbluedeathonthetable..

Me:NongceboNo..

IpickeditupsoIcanhavemyfingerprintsalloverit.

ThenIwentbacktothebedroom,Itookthepillow

andputitoverhishead.Ipresseddownhardand

waitedforafewminutesbeforeremovingit.WhenI

wasdone,Igotmyphoneandcalledthecops

.
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NONGCEBO

Iwaslayingonthebedwithapillowonmythighs,

Kelsowaslayinghisheadonthepillow.Hewas

playingwithmyfingers..

Me:Ilefthimlikethat

Him:Youwereboundtoresorttothat,yearsof

abusivetherecomesatimewhenyoucan'ttakeit

anymore

Me:Itstilldoesn'tmakeitright,killingahuman

beingisnotright

Him:Whathedidtoyouwasnotright

Me:Ican'tdragyouintothis

Him:Don'tworry,suchnonsenseismyexpertise



(Silence)

Me:Sowhathappensfromhere?ShouldInotgoto

jail?

Him:Wellyoutalkedaboutwantingtogotoschool.

Howaboutwemakethathappen?

Me:Iwouldlikethat

Him:Registrationsareclosedfornow,wecanonly

applynextyearorso.Ifyouwannadosomething,

maybewecangetyouajob?

Me:I'veneverworkedbefore

Him:I'msureyouwillenjoyworking,gettingyour

ownpaperandbeingyourownperson

Me:Thatwouldbegreat

Him:Thenwecangetmarried

Me:Married?

Him:I'mnotlosingyouagain

Ilaughed..

Me:That'sabitextreme



Him:Whatdoyousay?

Me:We'veonlyknowneachotherforawhile

Him:There'scoupleswhogetmarriedafter3

monthsofknowingeachother,there'scoupleswho

drag10yearsstilldatingandnotgettingmarried

thentheybreakup

Me:I'vealwayswantedtogetmarriedsomeday

Him:See..Whyshouldn'twemakethathappen?

Me:Let'sgetmarried

Heturnedandlookedatme..

Him:Areyousure?

Inodded..

Hegotupandopenedmylegs,thenhegotontopof

me..

Him:I'mreadywecanevendoittomorrow

Ilaughed..

Me:Tomorrowit'stoosoon

Helookedatme..



Him:Thenlet'sstartplanning

Me:Thisissocrazy

Him:I'vealwayslivedmylifecrazy

Me:Icanseethat

(Silence)

Me:Okaywewilldoit,notsomethingbigthoughI

wouldlikeasmallwedding

Him:Thenlet'sdoit

Heleanedoverandkissedme..

SANDISIWE

IwastypingafewchapterswhenmyAuntcameto

me..

Aunt:Takietoldmeabouttheabortion

Iexhaled..

Aunt:Ijustwannatalktoyouaboutsomething

Shesatdownnexttome..



Aunt:IhadacolleaguebackwhenIjuststarted

working.Sheabandonedherkidsdueto

circumstancesandafuedthatshehadwithher

children'sfather.Sheleftthemwhentheywerevery

youngandneverlookedback.Shethoughtabout

themeveryday,neverhadpeace.Shelearnedlater

onthatherDaughterpassedonfromanOverdose,

herSonresortedtothelifeofcrime.Hadshetook

herkidswith,andsawthempassedtheirfather's

mistakes.Theyprobablywould'vehadabetterlife.

Givingupachildwhetherit'sabortion,abonding

them,itwillhauntyouforever.Idon'tknowwhatthe

storyiswithyourbabydaddybutdon'tpunishthis

innocentsoul.Maybethepregnancywas

unexpectedbutthissouldidn'tasktobeconceived,

don'tpunishyourbabyforhismistakes.Iknowyou

youngandyoustillunsureaboutyourfuture,but

Godmadethiscreationtohappen.Godwillseeyou

through.Iwantyoutothinkaboutitbeforeresorting

toapermanentdecisionbasedontemporal

emotions

Me:Hewould'vemadeagreatfather



Shesmiled..

Her:Thenyouhavenoreasontodothis.Thebaby

willbeaconstantreminderoftheloveyouguys

bothshared.Thebabywillhealwhateverwas

broken,there'snothingasbeautifulasbringinga

humanbeingintothisworld.Lovingsomeone

unconditionallyit'sagreatfeeling

Me:ThankyouAuntie..KeloandTakieareblessed

tohaveyou

Her:Ihopeso..Iknowyouhaveissueswithyour

familyandit'sokay,knowthatweheretosupport

youandthebaby

Me:Thankyouverymuch

Her:Youwelcome..Letmegoandmakeyou

somethingtoeat

Me:Thankyou

Suchawonderfulwoman,Iwishthatshewasmy

Mother..

BANZA



Thedooropenedandanotherdetectivewalkedin.

Heclosedthedoorandsatdown.

Him:Wewon'tchargeyouwithanything

Me:Ihavealreadyconfessed

Him:Youdidn'tdoit,didyou?

Me:IpoisonedhimthenIputapillowoverhim.Idid

it

Him:Why?

Me:Hewasaruthlessperson

Him:Doyoufeelanyremorse?

Me:No

Him:Youdidn'tdoit

Me:Whyareyousosure?

Him:Poisoningisnotwhatamanwouldusually

resorttooinkillinganotherman.It'seitheryou

shoothim,beathimtodeath,orhiresomeonetodo

it.Youarecoveringupforsomeone,andI'msure

it'sawoman



Me:Whoareyou?

Him:IamdetectiveNkambule,KingNkambule

Me:I'veheardaboutyou..Bestinthegame

Him:That'swhyI'vebeenbroughtheretohandle

yourcase

Me:Justchargemewithhomicidealready

Him:He'snotdead

Ilookedathim..

Him:He'sinacriticalstatebuthe'snotdead.Sofar

it'sjustattemptedmurder

Me:It'sokayyoucanchargeme

Him:Wenotgoingtochargeyouwithanything.I

amforthelaw,andI'mnotgoingtoputaninnocent

manbehindbarssoyoufreetogo

Ichuckled..

Me:Whatgameareyouplayingat?Youdetectives

aregoodwithmindgamesandmanipulatingpeople

Him:I'mnotplayinganymindgames.LikeIsaid,



I'mnotputtinganinnocentmanbehindbars.You

freetogo

Hegotup..

Him:Thankyouforyourtimeandcooperation

Whatisheplayingat?Thisisnotnormal.Heis

definitelyuptosomething,Idon'tthinkhimletting

megoisjustanactofmybeinginnocent.Heis

playingatsomething!

NONGCEBO

Webothlookedatthem,hisGrandmotherandthe

kids.Heheldmyhand..

Kelso:Wewouldliketoleteveryoneknowthatwe

gettingmarried

Theydidn'tsayanythingforawhile..

Grams:Youtwoaregettingmarried?

Me:Yes

Grams:Wowwehaven'tevenmetyourfamily



Me:Igrewupinanorphanage,thatwastheonly

familyIknewuntilIgotadopted.Thewomanwho

gavemeahome,whenshepassedon.Herhusband

mademehiswife

Kelsosqueezedmyhandalittle..

Grams:I'msosorrytohearthat

Kelso:IjustwantNongceboandBongekatobea

partofthefamily

Gramsnodded..

Grams:Ofcourse..Theyalreadyapartofthefamily

Nessi:Iamabride'smaidright?

Me:Idon'tthinkit'sgoingtobeabigwedding

Nessi:Itshouldbeamemorableevent,onethatyou

willlookbackatitandsmile

Bongeka:That'sverytrue..I'msohappy

Grams:WellIguesswegoingtohaveawedding

soon

KelsoandIlookedateachotherandsmiled



DETECTIVEKING

IlookedatBanzaashewalkedout..

Captain:Ican'tbelievewelettinghimwalkjustlike

that?

Me:IknowwhatI'mdoing

Him:Exactlywhatareyoudoing?

Me:Heisprotectingsomeone..There'sahigh

chancethathewillcontacther,that'swhyI'mgoing

tohavehimtailed.Thatguyisinnocent

Him:HeconfessedI'msurewewillfindhis

fingerprintsonthebottle

Me:Wewillbecauseheincriminatedhimself,but

believeme.I'vebeeninthisgameforalongtime.I

knowwhensomeoneisinnocent

Him:It'sfineKing,justfindthatusthedamnculprit!

Me:Iwilldosochief

Anotherofficerwalkeduptous..



Him:Hedidn'tmakeit

Me:Who?

Him:Thevictimwhowaspoisoned,hepassedonat

thehospitalaboutanhourago

Hehandedusthereport..

Cap:Nowwehaveahomicideonourhands,get

thismanjusticeDetective.Bringforththereal

culprit

Me:Iwilldoso

.

Tobecontinued
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NONGCEBO

Makhathini'spassingstillfeltunreal.SometimesI

couldjustsitandthinkthathewouldrockup,or

worsecallmeandaskwhereIam.Ican'tbelieve

thatIkilledhim.

Afterlearningthathepassedon,Ihadnostrength

togotobacktothehouseandmournhim,Iwasn't

marriedtohim.IwasnothiswifeIdon'towehim

anything.IwasshockedtofindoutthatBanzatook

thefallforme,whatifhewenttojailforthis?That

wasthemostcraziestthingthathe'severdone...

Minki:Pleaseputtheseonesthere

Me:Okay

Minki:Startwiththebiggersize,thenthesmall

sizesshouldbeatthefront

Me:OkayI'lldothat

Itookthejeansandwenttohangthemas

instructed..

Kelsoknewsomeonewhoknewsomeone,who



knewsomeonethatgotmeajobatsomeclothing

storeatthemall.Iamstillatempworking

reasonablehoursforR1800amonth.Manypeople

wouldsaythat'slittlebuttrustmeIamhappy.This

ismyveryfirstjob,I'llbegettingmoneythatI've

workedfor.

Minki:Soyougettingmarriedin2weeks?

Me:It'snotgoingtobeabigceremony,just

somethingsmall

Minki:Areyougoingtobewearingawhitedress?

Me:Idon'tthinkso

Minki:Kantihowsmallisit?

Me:Homeaffairssmalltypeofsituationthenlunch

afterwards

Minki:Mostwomendreamofabigwedding

Me:I'mjusthappythatI'mgettingmarried.Bigor

smallIdon'treallycare.HonestlyspeakingInever

thoughtthatIwasevergoingtogetmarriedto

someonethatItrulylove,sothisisabigdealforme

Minki:Customeralert



Me:I'vegotit

Ilookedattheguy,Onlysawhissideviewashe

wasbusycheckingsomehoodies..

Me:WhatisKelsodoinghere?

Imademywaytohimasheturnedand

concentratedonthehoodies,hehadhisback

againstme.Ilookedaround,Minkiwasbusywith

somefileatthecounter.Iwalkeduptohimand

snuckmyarmsaroundhiswaist,hugginghimfrom

behind..

Me:Whatareyoudoinghere?Thoughtyouw-

Heturnedaroundslowly..

Him:Excuseme?

Iquicklyletgo..

Me:I'm..Wow..I'msosorry

Hesmiled..

Him:Thatwasawkward

HehaddimplesjustlikeKelso.Theylookedvery

muchalike,notidenticaltwinsalikebut80%alike..



Me:I'mreallysorryyoujustlooklikemyboyfriend

Him:Isit?

Me:Uhmyes..I'msosorry

IwalkedawayandrealizedthatIamtheonlyone

whocanhelphimaseveryoneelsewasbusy..Itook

adeepbreathandwalkeduptohim..

Me:Thisisveryawkwardagainbut..Iam

NongceboandIworkhere,canIhelpyouwith

something?

Him:Yesplease

Hewasstillsmiling..

Him:I'mlookingforahoodie

HewasthesweetversionofKelso..

Him:Whiteorblue

Me:Uhmokay..Howabouttheseones?

Him:Theylookfresh..Ilikethem

Me:Yesyoucheckfromtheseones



SANDISIWE

Iwassonervous.ThelasttimeIsawhim,hewasa

mess.Agreatmess..

Ilookedaround,amentalinstitutionisnotasbad

asIthoughtitwouldbe.Thedooropened,andthey

walkedhimin.Istoodup.

Hewassurprisedtoseeme,thinkhedidn'texpect

tohavemeasavisitor..

Nurse:30minsnowflake

Hewalkeduptome,Inoticedhehadafreshscar

underhisrighteye.Sofunnythathelookedgoodin

thatwhiteoutfit,thet-shirtwasabittight.Hishair

wasgrowingandsowashisfacialhair.Ididn't

expecthimtolookthisgood,thoughthewouldbea

messconsideringthegivenhistoryofmental

institutions.Solehasagoodbody,verymuscular

andbroadshoulders..Eveninthishellholehedidn't

disappoint..

Him:Hey

Me:Hey



Hecamecloserandhuggedme..

Him:Wasn'texpectingyou

Me:Iknow

Webrokethehug..

Me:Snowflake?

Helaughed..

Him:Itgetscrazyhere

Me:Icanseethat

Heputhishandonmycheek..

Him:I'vemissedyou

Me:I'vemissedyoutoo

Him:Youlookgood

Me:Youlookgoodtoo

Wesatdown..

Him:Whobroughtyouhere?

Me:Mycousin..She'swaitingoutside,Kelsowas

theonewhogavemethenameoftheinstitution



Him:I'mgoingtokillhim

Me:Don'tdothat..Iwantedtoseeyou

Him:I'msorryforeverythingthatI'veputyou

through

Me:Don'tapologize

Him:Ididn'tmeantoscareyou

Iheldhishand..

Me:Iknow

Hekissedmyhand..

Me:Ihavesomethingtotellyou

Him:Yeah?

Me:Orrathershowyou

Him:Whatisit?

Iopenedmybagandtookoutthetissue..

Him:Whatisthis?

Me:unwrapit

Heunwrappeditandthenheldthepregnancytest..



Me:I'mpregnant

Helookedatthepregnancytest..

Him:Youpregnant?

Me:Wegoingtohaveababy

HelookedatitforalongtimeuntilIsawtearsinhis

eyes..

Me:Sole

Him:I'msorry..Ijustneedamoment

Hegotupandwalkedawaytostandbythewindow.

Igotupandwenttohim..

Me:Heyareyouokay?

Heturnedandlookedatme..

Him:Idon'tknowwhattosay

Me:IwaslikethatwhenIfirstfoundout

Hewipedhistears..

Me:Youaregoingtomakemecry

Hepulledmeclosertohimandhuggedme.



Him:Thankyou..Thankyousomuch

IthoughtaboutwhenIwantedtoabort..

KELSO

Dad:DidyougoandseetheTraditionalhealer?

Me:Notyet

Him:Exactlywhatareyouwaitingfor?

Me:LatelyI'vebeenhavingdreamsaboutTakie

Helaidbackonhischair..

Him:Whatdreams?

Me:Nothingmuch,justourchildhoodandhowshe

wasmorelikeamothertome.EspeciallyafterMom

walkedoutonus

Him:Imisshertoo...Whenlastdidyouvisither

grave?

Me:It'sbeenawhilebutI'llhavetoobecause

Ilookedathim..

Me:In2weekstimeI'llbegettingmarried



Heclosedhiseyesandshookhishead..

Him:Youcan'tgetmarriedKelso

Me:I'mgettingmarried

Him:Thislifeisnotformarriage,doyouwannaend

uphere?

Me:Nongceboisnotlikemom

Him:Whenthegoinggetstoughshewon'tthink

twiceaboutturningyouin.Rightnowyoustillvery

muchinlovewaituntilafterthemarriage.Waituntil

yourgoinginandcomingoutisquestioned,having

toconstantlylietoherandnotbeingabletolivea

doublelife.Thenyouendupjusttellingherthetruth

becauseyoucan'tkeeponlying.Thenwhenshe

findssomeoneelse,shewillusethatagainstyouto

beridofyou..Whatdoesshedo?

Me:She'sworkingbutshe'llbegoingbacktoschool

nextyear

Him:Thiswon'tendwell

Me:WenotlikeyouandMom

Him:Youmakingaverybigmistake.Thislifeand



marriage,theydon'tmix..It'soilandwater!

BANZA

Aunt:Veleumbulele!(shekilledhim)

Aunt2:Kukumanjeuphi?(whereisshe)

Aunt:Solokosafika,akakezi(Sincewe'vebeenhere,

shehasn'tcome)

Aunt2:Akakezi?Bekumelengabesimtholela(She

isnothere?Weweresupposedtofindhere)

TheykeptquietasIwalkedin,shepassedtheother

Auntythesnuff..

Me:Ngiletheizinkuni(I'vebroughtwood)

Aunt:KodwaBaneleaninamahloni(Baneleyounot

evenashamed)

Ilookedather..

Aunt:Sizwileukuthiwenauthenguweobulale

ubhuti(Weheardthatyouconfessedtokillingour

Brother)



Aunt2:UvikelaloyanondindwauNongcebo(Are

youprotectingthatharlotNongcebo)

Ididn'tknowwhattosaytothem...

Aunt:Umtshelekeukuthialimbambelingashoni(tell

herthatherdayiscoming)

.

Tobecontinued
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SOLE

Iknockedatthepsychiatrist'soffice...



Him:Comein

Imademyin..

Him:Wedon'thaveasessiontodaydowe?

Me:No

Isatdown..

Him:CanIhelpyouwithsomething?

Me:Iwouldliketobeoutofhere

Helookedatme..

Me:Ireallyneedtobeoutofhere

Him:Youarerespondingverywelltothecurrent

medicationthatweputyouon,youalsohavebeen

respondingwelltothetherapy.Ialsomust

commendyouforapologizingtotheNurse,ifhe

decidedtolaychargeswewouldbetalkinga

differentstory

Me:So?

Him:Iwilldischargeyoutomorrowbut..

Me:But?



Him:Youwillcontinuewithyourmedicationand

therapy

Thatwasarelief...

Me:Thankyou

Him:Idon'twannafeellikeI'mmakingabig

mistakeSole

Me:Younot..Thankyou

Him:Offrecord..Whydoyouwannagetoutofhere

sobad

Me:Mygirlfriendispregnant

Him:Ohwcongratulations

That"ohw"wasquestionable..

Me:Ohw?

Him:Areyouawarethatyourbabymighthaveyour

conditiontoo?

Me:Ya..I'mwellawareofthat

Henodded..

Him:Wewillfindoutwhat'swrongwithyou



Me:Can'tyouletitgo?

Him:Wehavetofindoutwhat'swrongwithyou

Inodded..

Me:Isee

Him:TomorrowI'llcomeinlate,Ihavean

appointmentatthehospitalfirst...Solemegetyour

releaseforms..Youcansignthemtodaythen

tomorrowyouwillbereleased

Me:Thankyou

Hewenttogettheforms..

NONGCEBO

Kelsostoppedbytotakemeoutforlunch..

Him:Howisyourjobgoingsofar?

Me:Ilovemyjob

Him:Manypeoplewouldcomplain

Me:Ireallylikeit..It'sfun

Him:I'mgladyouenjoying



Me:BeforeIforget...Isawsomeonewholooksvery

muchlikeyouearlieron,it'slikeyouhaveatwin

somewhereoutthere

Hechuckled..

Him:IfIhadatwin,Iwouldknow

Me:WellyouguyslookverymuchalikeIdon't

wannalietoyou

Him:SkatIneedtotalktoyouaboutsomething

Me:Whatisit?

Him:Areyouworkingtomorrow?

Me:Yes

Him:Whenyounotworking,whenyoufreeMy

fatherwouldliketomeetyou

Thatwasunexpected...

Me:Hedoes?

Henodded..

Him:That'sifyouwanttomeethimtoo

Me:UhmIguessso..Idon'tmindatall



Hesmiledandkissedmyhand..

Him:Thankyou

SANDISIWE

Ma:Whatdoyoumeanthatyouarepregnant?

Me:IampregnantMa

Ma:Sandisiwe!!!!

Ikeptquiet..

Ma:Howcanyoudothat?Fallpregnantwhileyou

notevendonewithschoolletalonebeingmarried!..

YouknowtheplanwithmarryingthePastor'sson

butyougoanddosuch?

Me:I'msorryMa,Ididn'tmeanforittohappen

Ma:Youmeantforittohappen!Yousleptwithhim

withoutacondom!Youwantedtofallpregnant

Me:That'snottrueMa

Ma:Itistrue!Yousuchanembarrassment.Idon't

evenknowwhattosaytoyou.YourFatherisnot



goingtobehappy

Shehungup...

Herreactionwasveryexpected..

NONGCEBO

Afterourlunchhewalkedmebackintothestore,he

didn'tcomein.Hestoodatthedoor.

Me:Thankyoufortakingmeout

Him:I'mjustpracticingbeingagoodhusband

Ichuckled..

Me:Seeyoulater

Him:I'llcomebackandgetyoulater

Hekissedme..

Him:IloveyouSkat

Me:Iloveyoutoo

Heleft..

Minki:Hmmmsomeofuswhoaresinglefeelingthe



heat,doeshehaveabrothermaybe?

Me:NotthatIknowof,butifyouwanthimyoucan

havehim

Minki:Serious?

Me:YesbecauseIknowafter5minyougoingto

bringhimback

Shelaughed..

Minki:Heisthatbad?

Me:Heistheheadache

Minki:Andthesex?Howisit?

Me:Atfirstitwasn'tgood,ourfirstsexual

encounter

Minki:Why?

Me:Ihadpissedhimoffso

Minki:Tensionsexisthebest

Me:Ihateditbecauseofmypastexperiencewith

mypreviousrelationship,butnow..

Minki:Now?



Me:WithKelsoit'sdifferent.Hismoanmakesme

veryhorny,whenhebiteshislowerlipandhis

dimplescomeout,therewayhehandlesmybody,

thewayhegoesdownonme.Imostlylikewhenhe

comesinsideofme,therewayhelosseshismind

andwhenhiscumdripsdownfrommyholeandhe

takesitbackinwithhisdick

Minki:ShuuuuIjustgothotdownthere,whenI

mastubatewithyourboyfriendsoontobehusband

don'tblameme

Ilaughed..

Me:Sexisnicewhenyoudoitwithsomeonethat

youtrulylove

Minki:IknowBabe

(Silence)

Minki:Andyousaidhedoesn'thaveabrother

Mymorningcustomercamein..

Me:Funnyenoughthisguylookslikemyboyfriend

Him:Goodafternoonladies



Hegreeteduswithasmile..

Minki:Andthosedimples

Wegreetedhimback..

Him:I'msorryIwannamakeanexchange,this

hoodieistoobig

Minki:I'msorryareyousingle?

Him:Pardonme?

Minki:Areyousingle?

Him:Isthatsomehowarequirementtoexchange

myhoodie?

Minki:Haike!

Shewalkedaway..

Me:I'msorryaboutmymanager(laughing)

Him:Whatanunexpectedquestion

Me:Youcangogetanotherone

Him:Younotgoingtohelpme?

Hebithislowerlip..



Me:Okaylet'sgo

WewalkedtotheMendepartment..

Me:Getanotherone

Helookedatthem..

Him:Actuallythere'snothingwrongwithmyhoodie,

justwantedareasontoseeyouagain

Me:Ohw

Him:CanIhaveyournumber?

Me:Ihaveaboyfriend

Him:Youwannagivemehisnumbertoo?

Ilaughed..

Helookedatmynametag..

Him:Comeon..Nongcebo..Justbecauseaguy

wantsyournumberdoesn'tmeanhewantstobang

you,maybeIjustwanttobeyourfriend

Hetookouthisphone..

Me:Justafriend?

Him:Yeap



Igavehimnumber..

Him:Keloismyname

Me:Fascinatingname

Him:YeahIknowright

Inodded..

Him:Letmego..Idon'twannagetyoufired

Me:Okaybye

Hewalkedawayandthencamebackagain...

Him:ThoughifyouwannabangknowI'mtotally

finewiththat

Me:ByeKelo(laughing)

Him:ByeNgcebo

SANDISIWE

IwasonthephonewithSole..

Me:Snowflake

Hechuckled..



Me:Missingmealready?

Him:Theyreleasingmetomorrow?

Me:Areyouserious?

Him:Veryserious

Me:That'sgood

Him:verygood..Whereareyou?

Me:Atthehouse

Him:Definitelynotmyhouse

Me:Howdoyouknowthat?

Him:IhaveanIQof228Babe,there'snowayyou

weregoingtostayafterwhathappened.I'mvery

sureyouwerealsoplanningtobreakupwithme

andabort

Ikeptquiet...

Him:Idon'tblameyou..I'msorrythatIscaredyou,

justwannaknowifyousafe

Me:I'msafe

Him:That'sgood..I'mgoingtoseeyoutomorrow



Me:Canyoudomeafavour?

Him:Yes?

Me:PleasekeepyourIQtoyourself,makesmefeel

kindastupidthatIcan'toutsmartyou

Helaughed..

Him:I'llkeepittomyself

Me:Thankyou

Him:Iloveyousoomuch..Bothofyou

Me:Weloveyoutoo

Him:Bye

Me:Bye

.

Tobecontinued
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NONGCEBO

Kelsofetchedmefromworklateron.Myfeetwere

killingmefromallthatstanding.Heunlockedthe

doorandblockedmefromentering...

Me:Babestop(laughing)

Hepickedmeupandrushedtothebedthenhe

threwmeonthebed..

Him:Andhescored..Touchdown!!Yeeeee!!

Ithrewapillowathim..

Me:Youaresuchachild!!(laughing)

Him:KodwanihlekakabiNgceboIguessthat's

whattheycallbeingcomfortableinarelationship

Me:Mylaughisnothorrible

Him:Haveyouheardyourselflaugh?

Me:Mxm

Hepickedupthepillowandstartedhittingmewith



it..

Me:Stopit(laughing)

Him:AiinedukususaiDust

Hegentlyhitmeonmyface...

Me:Kelsostop(Laughed)

Hestopped..

Him:Howwasyourday?

Me:Itwasnice,Iactuallymadeafriend

Hesatonthedressingtable...

Him:Yeah?

Me:HisnameisKelo

Helookedattheceiling..

Him:Soit'sahe(whispering)

Me:Don'tdothatbabe

Him:I'mwonderinghowonearthIshouldaccept

that

Me:I'mnotallowedtohavemalefriends?



Him:Youcanbeafriendtoaguy,buthe'llneverbe

afriendtoyou

Me:Youdon'ttrustme?

Him:Itrustyou,Ijustdon'ttrustthem

Me:IfIwasgoingtogettoupnogood,Iwouldn't

havetoldyouaboutthis

Hedustedthepillow..

Him:EyyNongceboangiyithandikelento(Idon't

likethis)

Me:Heisjustafriend

Him:Fornow

Me:Ihaveamalefriend,Banza.Ineversleptwith

him,Ineverdatedhim

Him:Nokugrandjustkeepthefriendshipas

"Friends"becausenagijimaknowthat

ngizoninyathelanoyi2,I'mgoingtofuckyouguys

up.WenangizolifakaLangaphantsiuyilogabha

negazingomlomo(wenaI'mgoingtoshootyouin

yourvaginaandyougoingtovomitthebulletout

withbloodthroughyourmouth)



Me:Areyouthreateningme?

Him:I'mpromisingyou,sobeforeyoueventhinkof

kissinghimngemistakeeyyngiyodala

ezikadaliweyo,I'mgoingtocauseenyeiVurvaithat

youhaveneverseenbefore

Hethrewthepillowatme..

Him:ThinkaboutthatforamomentbecauseI'mnot

goingtomarryahoe!..Uyishayelelebharinyana

yakhoukuthiIhaveabulletwithhisnamealready...

TheKelo,Kalo,Keniwhoeverheis!Thisisitforme,

youareitforme!Beforeyoutakethatdrasticstep

intwoweekstimetosay"Ido"knowexactlywhat

yougettingyourselfinto!Thisisadiesituation!

Hewalkedout..

SANDISIWE

Me:Helpmewiththeplates

Heignoredme..

Me:Kelo



Helookedatme..

Him:SorryIwasthinkingaboutsomeone

Me:Who?

Him:Imetthisbeautifullovelygirltoday

Me:Ohyeah?

Him:Shehasaboyfriend

Me:Soshe'sofflimits

Him:Nottome

Me:HaiboKelo!

Him:Thebestgirlsaretheonesthatyoutakefrom

relationships,thethrilloftakingagirlfromanother

nigga

Me:Thatiswrong,youshouldn'tbedoingthat

Him:Sheissingleuntilshe'smarried,untilshe's

marriedshe'ssingle

Me:Nayeifshe'struetoherboyfriend,shewon't

allowtobe"Stolen"

Him:Shegavemehernumber,itshowsthather



relationshipisTekateking.Ifshewasseriousabout

him,shewouldn'thavegivenmehernumber

Me:Sometimesgirlsjustwannahavemalefriends

that'sall,maybeshegaveyouhernumberbecause

shejustwantstobefriendshaveyouthoughtabout

that?

Him:Doyouhavemalefriends?

Me:No..

Him:Why?

Me:That'showtemptationsstart,Soleismy

boyfriend,mybabydaddyandmybestfriend.He's

allthemalebestfriendsthatIneedsoIdon'tseea

pointofhavingone.PlusyoumyCuzandmyfriend

too

Him:WellkeuNongceboshewillbemorethan

friendssoon

Aunty:WhoisNongcebo?

Kelo:Noone

Me:Kelo'ssoontobegirlfriendthatshe'sgoingto

stealfromanotherguy



Aunty:Ithoughtyousaidyouwantedtofocuson

yourstudiesnow,nomorerelationshipssinceyour

lastonedidn'tlast

Kelo:I'mfocusingonmystudiesuSandiuyaphapha

she'stooforward

Aunty:Idon'twantdramasomeotherguysare

dangerousandcrazy.Youwillwanttostealherand

endupinacoffin

Kelo:Speakingfromexperience?

Aunty:I'vejustbeenaroundsobecareful!

NONGCEBO

Kelsowasinthekitchendishingup,Ihuggedhim

frombehind..

Me:Idon'tlikeitwhenwefight

Heexhaled..

Him:I'mnotfightingNgcebo

Me:He'sjustafriend



Him:AndwhatdidIsay?

Iletgoofhim..

Me:Youarebeingunnecessary,I'mwithyouaren'tI?

Iloveyouandnothim

Me:WhateverNongcebo

Heopenedthecupboard..

Him:I'lldishupforyou

Whenhetookouttheplate,asmallcobrawas

coiledupatthecornerofthecupboard.Iscreamed

anditraisedupit'shead.Kelsoclosedthe

cupboardjustintime.Heopeneditagainanditwas

gone..

Me:Yousawitright?Yousawit?

Him:Idid!

Iheldhimtight..

SOLE

IwassleepingwhenIsuddenlyhadadream.Inthat



dream,acobrawasbitingme.Itcameoutfrom

nowhereanditbitme,Iopenedmyeyesandstared

attheceiling.Igotoutofbedandwenttothe

window..

Roomy:Baddream?

Me:Somethinglikethat

(Silence)

Me:Acobrawasbitingme

Him:That'snotgood,itmeansyouhaveanenemy

that'scomingafteryou.Forthefactthatitbityou,it

meansyourenemyisstrongerthanwhatyouthink..

Whodidyouwrong?

Me:Idon'tbelieveinthat.Dreamsaboutsnakes

mostlysignifysuprresedangerandfear,it'snotthat

deep

Him:WellIhopeso..Goodnight

Me:Goodnight

Iwentandtookthepregnancytestandlookedatit,I

smiled..



NONGCEBO

Grams:Youguyssawthesnake?

Me:Yes

Grams:Thisisnotgoodatall,worseacobra

Kelso:Whatdoesitmean?

Grams:I'mnotsurebutsnakesit'sdiablos,I'llhave

tocontactmyPastorsohecancomeandpray

Kelso:Maybeitwasjustourimaginations

Grams:Idon'tthinksoKelso,thisisdeep

GETRUDE(KELSO'SMOM)

Itooktheplatestothekitchenafterdinneras

everyoneelsewaseatingdessert.Afterputting

theminthedishwasherIheardaknock..

Me:I'mcoming

Iwenttoopen,whenIopenedtherewasnoone.I

sawanenvelopeonthedoorstep.Itookitand



lookedatit.Iclosedthedoorandopenedit.Itwasa

PictureofmewithKelsoandTakie.Iturnedthe

pictureandatthebackitwaswritten"28".I

panickedanddroppeditonthefloor.There'sonly

onepersonwhoalsohasthispicture,andthat'smy

Ex..

.
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SANDISIWE

Iwokeupintheearlyhoursofthemorning,Iwas

wokenupbytherainandthunder.MycousinTakie

wassleepingpeacefullynexttome,Igotupand

wenttothekitchentogetaglassofwaterwhenI



foundmyAuntsittinginthelivingroom.Thelightin

thesittingroomwasoffandtheoneinthepassage

providedabitoflightthat'swhenIsawher.

Shewassittingatthetablewithabottleofwineand

sobbing..

Me:Aunty?

Her:SorrySandididIwakeyouup?

Me:Actuallythethunderdid

Isatdownontheotherchair..

Me:Areyouokay?

Shewipedhertears..

Her:Itlookslikemypastiscatchingupwithme

Me:Whatpast?

Her:ApastthatItriedsoveryhardtoforgetabout

Me:I'msureitwasn'tbad

Shewipedhertears..

Her:Iamnotactuallyasaint

Me:Wannatalkaboutit?



Her:Maybesomeotherday

Shegotupandbalancedonthetablewithher

hands..

Her:Youshouldtryandgetsomesleep

Me:Iwill

Shewalkedouttoherbedroom..

NONGCEBO

Kelsowasontopofme,hisfingeronmyclitrubbing

itashesuckedoneofmytittiesatthesametime.In

mywholeyearsofhavingsexthisisoneexperience

whereIcansaythatsexisnotreallybad,itdepends

onthepersonyoudecidetosharesuchamoment

with.Ineverknewthatawomanevencomesduring

such,mysexualexperiencewithMakhathiniwas

alwaysonesided.YesIdidgetabitwethereand

theremaybethat'sthenatureofthevaginatomoist

itselfbutIneverreallyenjoyedsexwithhim..

Apartfromhimhittingitgood,hismoansnexttomy

eararealwaystheonesthatreallyturnmeonmore.



Knowingthathe'sreallyenjoyingitmakesmybody

torelaxandmymindtotrusthimevenmore..

[REMOVED]

BANZA

Ataround5amwemadeourwaytothemogue.

Makhathini'sAuntwantedmetotagalongforsome

reason.Shehadonhertraditionalhealerattire,and

thoughshedidsaysheisonebutIcouldsensethat

shewasn'tagenuineone.Idon'tblameMakhathini

forconsultingwithBhubesi,itseemslikeheisused

toconsultingwithtraditionalhealers.Oncethatalso

practiceblackMagic.Itme,hisAunt,histwosisters

andhisbrother.There'smoreofhissiblings,they

quiteabigfamily..

Funnyenoughatthemoguetheydidn'tgiveusa

toughtime,theyallowedustoperformtheritual

ceremony.Iglanceddownathimonthattable,I



can'tbelievehisgone.Ican'tbelievethisactually

worked.Idon'tknowwhatreallyresortedtohis

death.Eitherthepilloworthepoison.Hisfamily

didn'tevenbotheraskingforthepostmoterm

report..

Hisaunthadputonaredclothonhim,andhisface

wasswollen.Notfromabeatingthough..

Hisbrotherstartedburningtheincenseandthe

blackcandletogetherwiththeredonenexttothe

incese.HisAuntkneltdowninfrontofthecandles

andtheburningincense.

Aunt:Hai!!!!!!

All:Makhosi!

Aunt:HaiMakhosi!!!

Aunt:"Magheba!

ZulukaMalandelangokuLandelanainzinkomo

zamaDoda!

Zuluomnyama!

Ondlelazimhlophe!



WenakaPhungaNoMageba!

WenakaMjokwanekaNdaba!

WenakaPhunganoMageba!

WenawenkayishanakaMenzi!

Eyaphuzaumlazingameva!

SthulisikaNdaba!

SthulisikaNkombane!

WenakaNongojwaOmuhlengomlenze!

Wenakambambelashoba!

Ndabezitha!

All:Makhosi!

Shepouredsomeblackpowderontheburning

incense.Shethenstoopup,tookaRazorfromher

bagandabottlethathadsomeblackointment.She

wenttohimandcuthiswriststhenshesmeared

theointmentonthewounds.Shecuthimonhis

cheeksandforeheadthendidthesame..

TheotherAuntgaveherNongcebo'spicture.



Theyprobablygotitfromthehouse,aPictureof

NongceboandMakhathinitogether.Shetireditto

somebottlethathadaredliquidinside,thenshe

lookedatmeandsmiled...

Ihadnoideawhatwashappening,butwhateverit

was.Itwasn'tgood..

NONGCEBO

LateronIpreparedmyselfforwork.Keslodropped

meoffashesaidthathewasfetchingSole..I

bumpedintoMinkiatthedoor,wewillbeworking

togetherasanothercolleagueistakingleave..

Minki:Morning

Me:Morning

Her:Todaywemightnotbebusyasit'sraining

Me:OnaFridaymorning

Sheopenedandwewalkedin.SuddenlyIfeltlight

headed.Theroomstartedspinning,mylegsgot

weakandmyheartstartedbeatingwaytoofast.It

feltlikeIwasabouttodie,thisfeelingwasvery



unusual.Istruggledtobreath..

Me:Mi..Minki

Shelookedatme..

Her:What'swrong?

Me:Idon'tfeelgood

Her:Ngcebo

Icollapsedastheroomappearedfaintinmyeyes..

Minki:OhhmywordNongcebo!!

.
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KELSO

Solewalkedout,Iwaswaitingforhimatthegate.

Leaningagainstmycar...

Me:Lookatyou

Him:Howdoyoudo?

Weshoulderbumped..

Him:I'mgoodMan

Me:Youdolookgood

Him:Let'sgetinandgetoutofhere

Wegotintothecar..

Me:I'mgladthatyoufeelinggood

Him:Metoo

Me:Sowhatnow?



Him:Takemedsandseeatherapist

Me:Youupforthat?

Him:Ihavenochoice

Me:That'strue

(SILENCE)

Me:MyDadgavemenumbersofatraditional

healer,tomorrowmorningweshouldgobefore

thingsgetoutofhand.

Him:Youactuallybelieveinthatstaff?Thathe's

goingtocomeafterus?

Me:I'mblack,suchthingsaren'ttobetakenlightly

Him:Coolwe'llgo

Me:Justlikethat?Nodebate?Noargument?

Him:Noneatall

Me:Whatisit?

Hesighed..

Him:I'mgoingtohavealittlefamilyofmyown,my

girlfriendispregnant



Me:Getoutofhere!Areyouserious?

Him:Veryserious

Me:Sandisiwe?

Him:Yes

Me:Thatwasquick,youcouldn'twait?

Him:Itwasactuallyheridea

Me:Youforreal?

Him:YeahIam

Me:Wellthen..Ihavenewsofmyown

Him:Talktome

Me:I'mgettingmarriedintwoweekstime

Him:Power?

Me:No..HernameisNongcebo

Him:AndhereIamthinkingthatIwasmovingway

toofast..What'sspecialabouthersomuchthatshe

deservesaring?

Me:Alot..ForthefirsttimeIthinkIcansaythatI

aminlove



(Silence)

Him:Lookatusallhunguponlove

Ichuckled..Myphonerang,itwasStallion.

Me:It'sStallion

Him:Whatdoeshewant?

Me:Let'sfindout

Ianswered..

Me:Yeah?

Him:IsSolewithyou?

Me:Yeahwhy?

Him:Putmeonloudspeaker

Iputhimonloudspeaker..

Me:Youon

Stallion:Iapologizeforthatlasttimewhenwehad

thatunsettlingencounter,Ijustwannabeapartof

theteamthat'sall

IlookedatSole...



Me:Yeahwewillmeetuplater

Stallion:Cool

Ihungup..

Sole:Idon'ttrusthim

Me:Metoo

NONGCEBO

Minki:Areyoufeelingokay?

Me:YesI'mokay..Thankyou

Minki:Youreallyscaredme

Me:Idon'tknowwhathappened,juststartedfeeling

weirdlysick

TheDrwalkedin..

Minki:Ihavetogoandopenthestore,I'llcallthe

Regionalmanagerandletherknow.Ithinkyou

needafewdaysoff,especiallyifit'ssomething

serious

Me:Okay..Thankyou



Shewalkedout..

Dr:Howareyoufeelingnow?

Me:Abitbetter..TheIVisalsohelping

Heputonhisglasses..

Me:What'swrongwithme?

Dr:Yoursymptomsmimicthatofananxietyattack

Me:anxietyattack?

Him:whenyouhaveanepisodeofsuddenfearor

danger.Yourbrainthenalertsyourbody

immediatelytoreact.Yourbodyimmediatelygoes

onafightorflightmode,butitusuallysubsides

whenthefeariseliminated

Me:Willithappenagain?

Him:Itdepends.Ifithappensagainwithoutany

stimulithenwewillbeontheroadtodiagnoseyou

withananxietydisorder.Beforeyouhadthe

episode,didsomethingperhapsscareyouor

somethinglikethat?

Me:No..Iwasperfectlyfine



Him:Wewouldliketokeepyouovernightjusttobe

sure,theIVwillhelpwithdehydrationsinceyour

symptomsrangefromananxietyattackto

dehydration

Inodded..

Me:ThankyouDr

Him:I'llcomeandcheckuponyoulater

Me:Thankyou

Hewalkedout..Itookmycellphoneandcalled

Kelso...

Kelso:Skat

Me:HeyBabe

Him:Areyouokay?

Me:No..I'matthehospital

Him:What?Whathappened?

Me:Notreallysure

Him:Okaywhichhospital?I'llberightthere

Me:I'lltextyousoyoudon'tforget



Him:Okay..Iloveyou

Me:Iloveyoutoo

BANZA

Makhathiniwillbebroughthomelateron,since

tomorrowit'shisfuneral.Ihaven'tspokento

Nongceboinalongtime,IfiguredthatIwill

communicatewithherafterthiswholeburial

situation.Sheneedssomespaceandsometimeto

dealwitheverything

IpassedMakhathini'sAuntinthetent,shewas

talkingtosomeguests.Sheheldmyarmandpulled

metotheside..

Her:Ungacabangiukuthiangaziwenzeni(Don't

thinkIdon'tknowwhatyoudid)

Me:UnenzeniuNongcebo?(whatdidyoudoto

Nongcebo)

Her:Uzokukutholaokumfanele(shewillgetwhat's

comingtoher)

Me:UyaziukuthiuMakhathiniebemuhlukumeza



uNgcebo(DoyouknowthatMakhathiniusedto

abuseNongcebo)

Her:Engikwaziyoukuthiumbulelekanyenawe(AllI

knowisthatshekilledhimtogetherwithyou)

Ilookedather..

Her:Umaebemuhlukumezayindabaengayanga

emaphoyiseni?(Ifhewasabusingher,whydidn't

shegotothepolice)

Me:UMakhathiniebekhohlakelebekazophuma

ambulale(Hewasruthless,hewasgoingtogetout

andkillyou)

Her:Bekungaqalingayeukuhlukunyezwayindonda,

futhibekungekekugcinengaye.Nomaememubi

kangakananikodwaebemuthanda(Shewasn'tthe

firstnorthelastwomantobeabusedbyaman.No

matterhowruthlesshewas,helovedher)

Ichuckled..

Her:Uphimanje?Uthatheumntwanawahambanje

wayohlalaNenyeindoda!Usihlazile(Whereisshe

now?ShetookBongekaandmovedinwithanother



man,sheembarrassedusanddisrespectedus)

Me:Ebengamushadanga(Hedidn'tmarryher)

Her:Nomakunjalokodwabekumeleasibonise

inhlonipho!(Evensoshewassupposedtoshowus

respect)

Someonecalledher..

Her:Angikaqedingawe!(I'mnotdonewithyou)

Shewalkedaway..

NONGCEBO

IwasonFacebookwhenIrandomlybumpedintoa

postthatsaid:

"Unisahasspaceinteaching,thosewhoare

interestedpleaseinboxmeIwillgiveyoumy

whatsappnumberandI'lltellyouhowtoapply.

Hurry!"

Iwentandinboxedthepersonmywhatsapp

number..

Iputmyphoneawayandtookadeepbreath.



.

Tobecontinued
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NONGCEBO

ThePersonrepliedbysendingmeawhatsapp

messagesothatwecouldtalkmore..

************WHATSAPP******

Me:Sohowdoesoneapply?

Her:IwillEmailyoutheforms,thenyoucanprint

themoutfilltheminandsend

Me:I'mcurrentlyinhospital

Her:Icandoitforyou,justsendmeyourdetails.I'll

gotothepostofficeandsendyoupicturesofme

sendingyourapplication

Me:Thankyouverymuch

Her:It'scostlythoughtheapplicationmustbe

accompaniedbyR2500



Me:That'salotofmoney

Her:MyAuntisoneoftheAdminsthere,shetold

mefirstbeforetheycouldputitouttheresodoingit

nowwillguaranteeyouspace,ifyoucan'tit'sokayI

alreadyhavepeoplewaiting

Me:Noit'sokayI'lltrytogetyouthemoney

Her:I'llhearfromyou

Me:Thankyou

******************

Kelsowalkedin..

Him:Whathappened?

Me:Drsaidit'sapanicattack

Hekissedmeandthenpulledthechairtositdown..

Him:Whatcausedit?

Me:I'vebeenstressingaboutsomething

Heheldmyhand..

Him:What'swrong?

Me:IneedR2500



Him:For?

Me:Something

Him:Areyoupregnantandtryingtoabort?

Me:I'moncontraception

Him:What'stheR2500?

Me:Iowesomeone,IwasgoingtopaywhenIget

paidbut...Thepersonneedsthemoneyrightaway

Hetookouthisphone..

Him:Givemeyouraccountdetails

Me:I'llpayyouback

Him:It'scomingoutfromyourgirlfriendallowance

Me:Huh?

Him:Iwasgoingtogiveyou5keverymonth

Me:For?

Him:Girlfriendallowance

Me:What'sthat?

Him:Youdon'tknowit?



Me:No

Him:Nowyoudo

Igavehimmyaccountdetails..

Him:I'lldopayandclearnow

Soheisgoingtopaymeforbeinghisgirlfriend?

That'safirst

SANDISIWE

Itookadeepbreathwithmyeyesclosed,thenI

openedthem.Iopenedthedoorandhewas

standingthereonthedoorstep..

Me:Snowflake!!

Hewaswearingacaptoday..

Iliterallyjumpedonhim..

Me:WhenItextedyou,Ididn'tthinkyouweregoing

tocomerightaway!

Hekissedmeonmycheek...

Him:HowI'vemissedyou



Me:I'vemissedyoutoo

Him:Readytogo?

Me:MyUnclewantstotalktoyoufirst

Heputmedown..

Him:Uhm...Okay

Iheldhishandashetookoffhiscap..

Me:Come

Wewalkedtothelivingroom..

NONGCEBO

Kelsohadgoneouttogetmesomethingtoeat

whenIreceivedacallfromKelo...Immediately

whenheintroducedhimselfIhungupandputhim

onrejectlist.I'mgettingmarriedintwoweekstime,

Ireallydon'twanttogiveKelsoareasontothinkI'm

goingtocheatonhim,ratherbesafethansorry.

Thegirlsentmeawhatsapptext..

Her:Gotit



Me:Okay

Her:I'monmywaytothepostofficenow

Me:I'llsendyoumydetails

Her:Noproblem

Thiswasgood.Idon'twannatellanyoneyetuntilI

gettheacceptanceletter..

SOLE

Sandisiwe'sUnclelookedatme,thenhewentback

tohisnewspaper..

Him:WhyshouldIgivemyNiecetoyou?

Me:Iwouldreallyliketheopportunityofusliving

together.Iwantourchildtogrowupinan

environmentwhereshe'sgoingtobelovedand

witnesstheloveherParentsshareeveryday.Most

relationshipsendwhenpregnancyisinvolved,I

wanttobethereforhereveryday.Frommorning

sicknesses,checkups,weirdfoodcravings,weight

gain,everything.PregnancyisdifficultIdon'twant

hertogothroughitalone



Shesmiledatmeandheldmyhand..

Him:Youareverywellspoken,ifIdidn'tknowbetter

I'dthinkthatI'mspeakingtooneofmyclientstrying

toconvincemethattheynotguilty

Sandi:Uncle

Me:YoualawyerSir?

Him:YesandIcanseethroughbullshit

Me:Whathappenedtoinnocentuntilprovenguilty?

Hefoldedhisnewspaperandlookedatme...

Him:Clientstellyouwhatyouwannahear

Me:Whatifwhatyouwanttohearisthetruth?But

becauseLawyersarealwaysadamanttostraighten

thingsuptheyalwayslookingforloopholeseven

whentheydon'texist

Hesmiledalittle..

Him:Yousmartandthat'sverydangerous

Me:Ishallapologizeforbeingsmart,it'snotmy

intentionandIdidn'tmeantobebornthisway



Hechuckledandshookhishead..

Him:I'llbewatchingyouveryclosely

Me:YesSir

HelookedatSandy..

Him:Youcangogetyourthings

Sandismiledasshegotuptogoandfetchher

things..

Him:Whiskey?

Me:Idon'tdrinkalcohol

Him:Nomansaysnotoaglassofwhiskey

Ilookedathim..

Me:Ihaveamentalillness,Ican'tdrink

Him:Whatkind?

Me:Doctorsaren'tsureyet,it'sveryrare

Him:Psychopath?

Me:Genius

Henodded..



Him:Tellmesomethingsmart

Me:Whatdoyouwannahear?

Him:Anything

Me:Idon'tknowwhattotellyou

Him:That'sadisappointment

(Silence)

Me:Nicewatch

Helookedatit..

Him:Yesandveryexpensive

Me:Wheredidyougetit?

Him:Excuseme?

Me:Themodel,wedon'thavethatinSA

Him:Iboughtitoverseas

Me:Youhaveneverbeenthere

Him:Excuseme?

Me:Youdidn'tbuythatwatch,yougotitfrom

someone..Aforeignprisonertobemoreexactin



exchangeofbeingalapdogtotheprisoner..Youcut

dealsfortheprisoner,andunfortunatelyhehas

madeyouhisbitch.Myassumptionisthatthe

prisoneriseitherRussianorItalian.Lapdogfor

protection,thatwatchwasgiventoyouasasignof

goodfriendship.Youdothedirtyworktheyprovide

youwithprotection.FromwhereI'msittingitseems

likeyoupissedoffaverydangerousgangleader,

onethatrequiredyoutogetprotectionfroma

foreignprisoner

Hebithislowerlip..

Him:Whatareyoutryingtogetat?

Me:YousaidIshouldtellyousomethingsmart,

nowIbelieveSandiwillbemoresaferwithmethan

you

Hekeptquiet..

Him:IwouldneverletanyharmcometomyNiece

Me:Notintentionally

Him:Iwillbewatchingyouveryclosely

Me:Givehimwhathewants



Helookedatme..

Me:Whoeveristhreateningyou,givehimwhathe

wantsbecausehewon'tstopuntilhegetswhathe

wantsandunfortunatelyyourforeignprotectionwill

backfire

Sandisiwewalkedin..

Sandi:OkayI'mreadytogo

Istoodup..

Sandi:Unclethankyouforeverything

Helookedatme..

Him:Alwaysknowthatyouwillhaveahomehere,

youcancomebackanytimethatyouwant

Sandi:Iknow

Shehuggedhim..

Him:Ilovesomuch

Me:Iloveyoutoo

STALLION



Nastrolookedatme..

Me:Soleisthedangerousone,ifyouwanna

interceptit'llbedifficult

Nastro:Itwon'tbedifficultifyouwillbemyinside

man

Him:Healwayshasaplanthatbackuphisinitial

planandhehardlyshareshisbackupplan

Him:Soleisamanisn'the?

Me:Yes

Him:Hecaresaboutsomeonedoesn'the?

Me:Hehasnorelationshipwithhisfamily,sogoing

afterhisfamilywon'tmovehim

Nastro:Hehasawoman

Me:Hekilledher

Nastro:ThatnecklacemeanstheworldtomeandI

needitback

Me:Iunderstand..I'lldoasmuchasIcan

Nastro:Youbetterdoitquick,I'mrunningoutof



time

Me:Iunderstand

.
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SOLE

Shegavemethepills..

Her:Soyousupposedtotakeoneeverymorning?

Me:Yes

Her:Whatexactlyiswrongwithyou?

Me:Idon'tknow,Doctorsdon'tknow

Her:TheyDoctorsaren'ttheysupposedtoknow?



Me:Theydidtestsbut...

Shesighed..

Me:I'mfine,solongItakemymedicationI'llbe

okayyouhavenothingtoworryabout

Her:I'llordersomethingforus

Me:KeepmydinnerI'lleatlater

Her:Okay

Iwalkedtothebathroomandlockedthedoor

Itookthechairandclimbedit,Iremovedthatpart

oftheceilingIhadcutout.Itookthebottleofpills

thatIhidinthereandtookonepill.

Iputitbackandclosed.Iputthechairwhereit's

supposedtobeanddrankthepill.ThenIputthe

onesIwasgivenbymypsychiatristinthecupboard.

Itookadeepbreath..

NONGCEBO

WhenKelsoleftIreceivedamessagefromthegirl

Sethusayingthepostofficeisclosedsoshewill



giveherAunttogowiththemonMondaysince

tomorrowit'sSaturday.Shetookpicturesofthe

formsandshowedme,Ismiled..Ithenreceiveda

callfromanumberthatIwasn'tfamiliarwith..

Me:Hello?

Him:It'sKelo

Me:Heypleasestopcallingme

Him:Ouch

Me:I'mgettingmarriedintwoweekstimesothis

friendshipofoursisnotgoingtowork,I'msorry

Ihungupandputhimonrejectlist..

FromhereonIjustwannafocusonwork,andmy

upcomingmarriage.Thengotoschool,Idon'twant

anythingstandinginbetween..

KELSO

StallionshowedupfirstforourmeetingthenSole

showeduplater..

Stallion:SoleIwouldliketoapologize,shouldn't



haveattackedyou.LondiwasyourgirlfriendandI

fuckedup,shouldn'thavesleptwithher

Sole:It'scool

Stallion:Ijustwannabeapartoftheteam,andto

showmyapologyI'mpresentingaheistthat'sgoing

tomakeus3millionsrich.1milleach

Me:Wearerunningoutofmoneysolet'shearit

Stallion:Anotherfedilitytruck,especiallynowsince

socialgrantsaregoingtobesortedit'sagoodidea

wegoingtogetalotofmoney

Inodded..

Stallion:I'llcheckafewmaybeifwecanhit2

Sole:Isee

Stallion:IhavetogobutI'llbeintouch

Hegotupandleft..

Sole:SincewhenhasStallionproposedaplan?

Me:It'sallbullshit,wemightdothisthenhewill

fuckusupprobablyshootusandthentakethe

cash



Sole:No

Me:No?

Sole:There'smore

Me:I'mlistening

Sole:Hewaswaytooconfidentforsomeonewho

wouldlaterfuckusup,heknowshewon'tbeableto

goagainstusalone

Me:Hehassomeone?

Sole:EvenwithsomeoneheknowsthatIcanstill

outsmartthemwithaplan...Unless

Me:Unless?

Sole:Hehasleverage,putusinasituationthatwill

makeussurrender

Webothlookedateachother..

Sole:Sandi

Me:Nongcebo

Webothgotup..

Me:ThenexttimeIseeStallionI'mputtingabullet



inhim,don'tstopme!

Him:Iwon't

NONGCEBO

IwasonavideocallwithBongeka..

Me:Howdoyoufeelaboutthefuneraltomorrow?

Her:Idon'twannaattend

Me:Iunderstand

Her:I'mgladhe'sgone,neverfeltsofree

Ichuckled..

Me:It'ssofunnypeopleusuallygetheartbroken

whensomeoneclosetothemdies,hereweare

relieved

Her:It'swasjusticeserved

Me:True

Her:Theboardingschoolacceptedourapplications

Me:Thoughttheyweregoingtowait



Her:Theyneedthemoney,whenthere'sspacethey

willaccept

Me:Willyouguysbeabletocatchup?

Her:Wehaven'tbeenoutofschoolforthatlong,we

willcatchup

Me:Ican'tbelieveKelsoispayingsomuchmoney

foryouguys..Especiallyyou

Her:Underneathitallhe'sagoodhumanbeing,he

lovesyouandGodjustblessedyouforallthetimes

thatyourpreviousrelationshipbroughtyoupain.

I'mgladyoutookmewith,Idon'timaginemyself

beingraisedbyhisfamilytheyallevil

Me:Weateamremember?

Her:Youaverygoodperson,yourkidsaregoingto

belucky

Me:Letmerestabit..Seeyoutomorrow

Her:Okay

Me:Iloveyoubye

Her:Iloveyoutoo



KelsowalkedinfollowedbyaNurse..

Nurse:VisitinghoursareoverSir

Helookedatme..

Kelso:Getyourthingsandgetdressedweleaving

Nurse:Shecan'tleavetheDrhastobetheoneto

dischargeher

Kelso:Hesaidthere'snothingwrongwithherjusta

panicattack,she'llbefine

Hewentandstoodbythewindow.

Me:What'sgoingon?

Kelso:takeyourthingsweleavingthisisnotthe

timetoarguewithme,trustme!

SANDISIWE

SolewalkedinjustasIwasabouttoeat..

Me:Thatwasquick

Hewalkeduptome..Heputhishandonmycheek

andtheoneonmystomach..



Him:Areyouguysokay?

Ilookedathim..

Him:Nooneshowedup?

Me:No..Why?

Hemovedandcheckedthebedroomandthe

bathroom...

Me:Snowflakewhat'sgoingon?

Him:Givemeyourphone

Me:What'swrong?

Him:Trustme

Iwentandgotmyphonethengaveittohim.

Hisphonerang,heanswered..

Sole:Issheokay?...

Helookedatme..

Sole:Yeahsheis...Youguysarecominghere?..We

willpreparetheguestroom..Cool..Seeyouguys

whenyougethere

Hehungup..



Me:Solewhatisgoingon?

.

Tobecontinued

[08/24,13:08] :42

Wedroveintothisbeautifulplace.Itwasagated

communitysoKelsosaid.Thehouseslookedsmall

buttheywerebeautiful,I'msurepeopleherepaya

lotofrentsinceyoucan'tbuythehouse.Kelso

briefedmeonthatbutdidn'ttellmewhatwewere

doinghere..

Wedroveintothishousewhereawhiteguystood

bythegaragedoor.Wegotoutandmadeourway

tohim..

Kelso:Sole

Sole:I'mgladyouguysaresafe

Kelso:IsSandisafe?

Sole:Sheis

Kelso:IwantyoutomeetmybestfriendSole,Sole



thisisNongcebo

SothisisSole..

Hegavemeahandshake..

Him:Nicemeetingyou

Sole:Metoo

Me:Sole?

Him:It'sSpanishwasnamedaftermyFather

Me:Ohwsoyoumixedrace

Him:Wereallydon'thavethatinSA,soIfallunder

coloureds

Me:OhwIsee

Sole:Thiswayplease

Wefollowedhimintohishouse..

Thehousewasverybeautifulinside,wefollowed

himtotheloungewhereafamiliarladywaslaying

onthecouch..

Sole:SweetieyourememberKelso?

Her:HowcanIforgethim



Shegotup..

Sole:ThisishisgirlfriendNongcebosoontobewife

intwoweeks

Her:Wowsomeladiesendupwitharingandsome

ofusendupwithabunintheoven

Sole:Youwannagetmarried?

Sheputherhandinherstomach..

Her:NothisisallthemarriageIneedrightnow

Me:Anda5000girlfriendallowance

Her:YouhearthatSole?

SolelookedatKelso..

Sole:Nowyouputtingmeunderpressure

Kelso:Youain'tgivingheragirlfriendallowance?

Sole:Howdoyougiveawomanthatdesperately

wantstobefinancialindependentagirlfriend

allowance?

Her:Snowflakewetalkedaboutthat,don'treadme

Soleraiseduphishands..



Kelso:Snowflake?

Sole:Let'sgooutsideandtalk

Her:I'mgoingtoneedthatgirlfriendallowance

Sole:I'lldoublewhathe'sgivingher

Her:Areyouunderminingme?Doyouwanna

financiallyownme?NoI'llgetmydamnpaper

Sole:SeewhatImean?

Kelsoheldmyhands..

Kelso:Wegoingtostayhereforthenightisthat

fine?

Inodded..Hekissedmeonmyforehead..

Kelso:I'llberightback

Me:Okay

Theywalkedoutside..

Me:Yourefusinggirlfriendallowance?Ididn'teven

askforit

Her:Evenifyoudidn't..KelsoisanArieshewillgive

ittoyouwhetheryouwantitornot



Me:Huh?

Her:Sitdown

Wesatdown..

Her:Youdon'tevenknowthemanyoudating

Shelookedatme..

Her:IcheckedhisbirthdayonFacebookhe'san

Aries.10April

Me:So?

Her:Sohelikesbeingdominant..Tellmehaveyou

everdoneawomanontopwithhim?

Me:Womanontop?

Her:Beingontopofhim?

Me:Ihave

Her:And?

Me:Heendsuptakingthelead

Her:Hashebeatyouyet?

Me:No



Shelookedatme..

Her:Hewill

Me:Ohw..Whataboutyourman?

Her:He'sgoingtokillmeoneday,he'sasociopath..

He'saGemini

Me:Soledoesn'tlooklikeaguythatcanhurt

anyone

Her:Heisthemostdangerousonetrustme

Me:Howdoyouknowallofthis?

Her:I'mawriterit'smyjobtoresearchandanalyze

Me:That'showIknowyou!SandisiweGxaba?

Her:Yes

Me:Ididthinkthatyoulookedfamiliar,youwriteon

FacebookandVisionarywritings?

Her:Yes

Me:IreadalotofFacebookstories,wowI'mabig

fan

Her:Thankyou



Me:Wehavealottotalkabout,withregardstoyour

stories

Her:WillIneedwine?

Me:Youcan'tdrink,youpregnant

Her:Thenyou'lldrinkforbothofus..I'llgetwine

Shegotup..

Her:ButIheardwineisgoodwhenyoupregnant

Me:Don'ttakechances

Shelaughed..

SOLE

Kelsowalkeduptome..

Kelso:ThegirlsaresafeandHakeem,justcalled

everyone

Me:That'sgood

Him:Whyarewehere?

Me:Wedilutingtheplan,iftheyknewshewas

admittedtheywillgoandkillhertonight



Him:Ican'tbelievethatStallionisdoingthistous

Me:Don'tworry..WewillgetStallion

Iclosedmyeyesastheheadachestartedtoget

worse..

Kelso:Sowhat'stheplan?

Me:Theplanis..

Everythingstartedtoappearblurry..

IlookedathiscarandIsawittwice.

Me:Theplanis..

Him:Areyouokay?

Me:I'mfine

Him:Theheadachesareback?

Me:Yeah

Him:ShitSole!!

Me:I'mnotconsulting

Him:Youhavetoo

Me:Iftheycutmeopen,youknowwhat'sgoingto



happen

Him:Youhaveafamilynow,youdon'tneedtodo

thisanymore

Me:ThisisallIknow

Him:Wedon'tevenknowwhoStallionisworking

with,wecan'tbeathimifyoudead!

Me:IftheyremovethetumorI'mgoingtolosemy

memoryandmyIQisgoingtobethatofanormal

humanbeing,Iwon'tbeSoleanymore

Him:Youdon'tknowifyouwillloseyourIQ

Me:Iknowtrustme.I'velivedwithitformostofmy

lifeKelso,remembertheysaidifIdon'tremoveitI'll

dieafter5yearsofthediagnosis?ButhereIam7

yearslater.Iadded2yearsintomylifespanandI

willaddmore

Him:AndI'vewatchedyougettingsick,whatifit's

growing?Soleyouevenluckythatyouhavelived

thislong.Youneedtohaveitremoved

Me:Don'tworryaboutme,IknowwhatI'mdealing

with.IfIdidn'tknow,Iwouldbedeadbynow..I'll



findawaytoaddmoreyearstomylifespan

Him:There'snootherway

Isighed..

Me:Justdon'ttellSandi

Him:Thenstopbeingselfish

Me:I'llbefine..Sotheplanis,weneedtoknowwho

Stallionisworkingwith

STALLION

Me:ThankyousomuchforthisNurse,youreally

helped

Her:Bequick!I'llstandhereandkeepwatch

Me:Okay

Islowlyopenedthedoor,andthewardwasdark.It

seemedlikeshewassleeping.Imovedclosertothe

bedandtookoutmygun,thankgoodnessithasa

silencer.Thiswillbeaquickjob.Iaimeditonthe

bedandstartedshooting.Noscream,nomovement,

nonothing.Iswitchedonthelightandcheckedthe



bed,itwaspillows..

Me:Fuck!

Iwalkedout..

Kelly:Heyputthatawaythisisahospitalfor

heaven'ssake

Me:She'snothere

Kelly:What?

Me:Didyouchangeyourshiftwithanyone?

Kelly:No..Iwenttothemertinitywardforafew

hourssincetheywereshortstaffed,shewashere

Me:Wellshe'snotherenow!Gochangethepillows

ItookoutmyphoneandsentNastroatext:

"She'snothere"

Thisisbad..

.

Tobecontinued
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SOLE

Ilockedthebathroomandcalledhim..

Xavier:Ididn'texpectyourcall

Me:Ineedyourhelp

Him:Whatkindofhelp?

Me:Ineedanotherfakescanofabraintumor

Him:Ican'tkeepondoingthiswithyou

Me:Whatdoyouhavetoloose?



Him:Mydignity,I'llgetjailtime.Mylicenseto

practicehasalreadybeentakenaway,doingthis

willlandmeinjail

Me:Youdownandout,wehavebeendoingthisfor

yearswhyareyoupullingoutnow?

Him:Whydon'tyoujusttellthemthetruth?Tell

themwhat'sreallywrongwithyou

Me:Wegoingwiththebraintumorthing

Him:YounotdyingSole

Me:ButIwillgocrazy

Him:Yesyouwill..Havetheheadachesstarted

again?

Me:Yes

Her:Youareclosetogoingclinicallyinsanejust

becauseyoudon'twanttobenormal

Me:Justdothisforme..I'llpayyou!

Ihungupwithouthimreplyingback..



NONGCEBO

Kelsowalkedinandgotinbed.I'vesincebeen

hookeduponwhatSandisiwetoldmeearlier,I've

beenreadingaboutthequalitiesthatanAriesman

has.Yes50%wastruesofar,orthe50%thatIknow

abouthim.Theonethathehasshownme..

Me:Kelso

Helookedatme..

Me:IfyouhitmeevenonceI'mgoingtoleaveyou

orhaveyouarrested

Him:I'mnotgoingtohityou

Me:Youshorttempered,youimpulsive.Youact

withoutthinking

Him:I'mnotgoingtohityouNongcebo

Me:That'sgoodtoknow

Him:Whereisthatcomingfrom?

Me:I'mjustsaying

Him:IfIwantedtohityou,Iwould'vedoneitlong

timeago



Me:Whyarewehere?

Him:NeededtotalktoSoleaboutsomething

Me:Couldn'tdoitoverthephone?

Him:No

Me:Whatisitthatyoudo?

Him:Nongcebowhereisallofthiscomingfrom?

Me:Youhavemoneybutyoudon'twork,Ihaven't

heardyousayingyouhaveabusiness

Him:Imakethingswork

Me:illegalthings?

Him:IfIwasinvolvedinillegalthingsIwouldbein

jailrightnowwouldn'tIbe?

Me:I'mjusttryingtoknowthemanI'maboutto

marrybetter

Him:Iamnotdoinganythingillegaltrustme

Me:Okay..Goodnight

Him:Goodnight



STALLION

Hegotoutofthecar,wemetatanalley..

Cosa:Youonlyhadonejob

Me:It'snotaseasyasyouthinkitis,theynotstupid

Cosa:Wethenmovetophase2

Me:I'mstillgoingtogetmymoneyright?

Cosa:OfcourseyouaremynewCarlos

Me:Whatisphase2?

Cosa:AndreMartinezhehassomethingthatIneed,

somethingthatbelongstome

Me:Whatisthat?

Cosa:Anecklace

Me:Whatisitfor?

Cosa:That'snoneofyourbusiness

Me:Howhardcanitbedifficulttogetit

Cosa:Hekeepsitverysecure,togetityouwillhave

totakehimout.Andreisaruthlessbastarditwon't

beeasytakinghimout,that'swhyyoucan'tdoit



alone

Me:IdoubtSoleandKelsowillbedownforthat

Cosa:That'swhywedon'thavetogivethema

choice

Inodded..

Cosa:Tellmeifyoucan'tpullthisoff

Me:Ican..Iwill..I'mtiredoflivingintheirshadows,

I'mtiredofbeingdespisedbythem.MostofallI'm

stillmadforwhatKelsodid,killingLondi

Cosa:Giveittime..Givethemtime,gobacktothem.

Earntheirtrustthenwhenthetimeisright,wewill

creepin

Me:Understood

Cosa:Youwillhearfrommewhenit'stime

Me:YesSir

KELSO

Veryearlyinthemorningwemadethatdrivetosee



thetraditionalhealer.Wetraveledallthewayto

Mpumalanga..Weleftat3amexactly..Itwasstill

dark..

Sole:Ican'tbelieveweactuallydoingthis

Me:Wejustbeingsafe

Sole:YeahIknow

Me:HowisyourbrothertakingtheNessisituation?

Sole:Hehasn'tsaidanything

Me:She'sgoingtoboardingschoolsoonandshe's

veryexcited

Sole:IpersonallyIhavenothingagainstNessi,her

goingtojailwon'tbringbackMatthew

Me:IknowMan,I'msorryagain

Sole:It'snotyourfault

(Silence)

Sole:I'mgoingtodoascanagain..Iwantyoutobe

there

Me:Haveyoudecidedtogetsurgery?



Sole:Thescanwillshowhowthetumorisnow

Me:Youstillhavetodothesurgery,it'sbetterbeing

safethansorry

Sole:IwilldothesurgerywhenI'mready

Me:Isee

Sole:Don'teventellNongceboaboutthis,Idon't

knowherclosenesswithNongcebobut..

Me:Iwon'ttellher

Sole:Thankyou

SANDIWE

Iwasn'tfeelingverywellwhenIwokeupthis

morning,Ihadthisirritatingnauseathatmademe

throwup.IneverknewhowannoyingNauseacould

get..

Nongcebo:Goodmorning

Me:Morning

Her:Areyouokay?



Me:Notreally..Nausea,vomiting.Ijustfeellikehell

Her:Whydon'tyouliedownforabit?

Me:IwilldosowhentheNauseahasgonedowna

bit

Iwentandsatonthecouch..

Me:Pregnancyisgoingtobehell,ifI'mfeelinglike

thisnow..Whataboutlateroninmypregnancy

Her:I'msureyouwilladapt

Me:Areyougoingtohavekidsaftergettingmarried?

Her:Notanytimesoon..MaybewhenIhavea

degreeofaqualificationofsomesortfirst

Me:HaveyouspokentoKelsoaboutthat?

Her:Heknowshowimportantitisformetogoback

toschoolfirst

Me:That'sgood..That'sverygood

Her:I'llpreparebreakfastforus

Me:ThankyoubutI'lleatlater

Her:Okay



KELSO

Wefinallyarrivedattheplace,afterthatlongdrive.

Itwasquietaswemadeourwayinandwentto

knockatthedoor..

Weknockedforawhileandthedoorwasopenedby

somelady..

Her:Sanibonani

Me:Sawubona..Besicelaukubonaubab'Wisani?

(MaywepleaseseeMrWisani)

Shefoldedherarms..

Her:uWisaniokhulumayo(IamWisani)

Soit'sawoman,Ithoughtitwasaman..

Me:Ngiyaxolisa,bengicabangaukuthi..(I'msorry,I

thoughtthatitwas..)

Her:Akusiwuwewokuqala(Younotthefirstone)

Shelookedatus..

Her:Nilandelwayifuelimnyamakakhulu,nenze



kahlenezakuseearly(Ablackcloudisfollowing

youboys,youdidwellbycominghere)

Me:Ungasinceda?(Willyoubeabletohelpus)

Her:Yebokodwakekuzomelesiyeethunenilakhe(I

canhelpyoubutwewillhavetogotohisgrave)

That'sgoingtobeabitdifficult..

Her:Umanivumangingagoqaamasakanawami

Kelsosihambeni(IfyouagreeIwillgetmybagand

wewillleaveKelso)

Me:Ulazinjaniigamalami?(Howdidyouknowmy

name)

Her:Kudalanginilindele(I'vebeenwaitingforyou

guys)

IlookedatSole...

Me:Shewantstocomewithus,sowegotohis

grave

Sole:Today?

Her:Chamhlambeksasa,kodwangobakenisuka

kudekuzomelengihambenani(Nottoday,maybe



tomorrow.Butsinceyouboyshavetraveledfar,I

willhavetoleaveyou)

Me:Akunankinga(There'snoproblem)

Her:Ngiyeza(I'mcoming)

Sole:Whereisshegoingtosleep?Atyourhouse?

WithyoursoChristianGrandmother

Me:Thiswon'tgowell

NONGCEBO

IwaseatingwhenIreceivedacallfromBanza,it's

beenawhile..

Him:Howareyou?

Me:I'mgoodandyou?

Him:I'mwell...

Me:It'sbeenawhile

Him:Ithasbeen,I'vebeenbusyhelpingaroundhere

Me:Howisitgoing?

Him:Theyseeinghiminthecoffinnow,thenlater



wewillgotothecommunityhall

Me:Isee

Him:I'mtrulysorry

Me:It'sokay..I'mjustgladthatIwon'tbedealing

withhimanymore

Him:He'sfamilyisveryangry..

Me:Iexpectedthatfromthem

Him:Theygoingtobemoreangrywhenyouand

Bongekadon'tshowup

Me:Wewon'tcometheyshouldmakepeacewith

that

Him:Iunderstandthat

Me:Letmenotkeepyou

Him:Wewilltalksoon

Me:Yaa

Him:Bye

Me:Bye



KELSO

Wewaitedforhertoevenfinishbathingbeforewe

couldleave..Whenshewasdone,shewalkedout

withherbag.Ihelpedherwithitandputitinthecar

attheback..

Shesatattheback,nexttoherbag..

Thisisgoingtobedifficultespeciallywithmy

Grandmotherwhodoesn'tbelieveintraditional

healersanymore,Idon'tknowwhatI'mgoingtosay

toher..

Wisani:"Uyamaziu(W)..Uyamaziu(I)..Yamazi(S)

no(A),uqhamukaezantsiuphephelauphephela,

asiyothengaamayezasibulaleIzinja!!

Shestartedclappingherhandsandsinging..

Solelookedatmeandshookhishead..

Sole:It'sgoingtobealongdrive

.

Tobecontinued

Noedits
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NONGCEBO

Kelsoisaverymysteriousperson,butnothing

could'vepreparedmeforthis.Heshowedupwitha

womanofwhomIclearlysawthatshe'sa

traditionalhealer.Shestoodoutsidenexttothecar

singinganddancing.

Iwasbeyondshocked,especiallywithmy

experiencewhencomingtotraditionalhealers.

Theydoalotofharm,BhubesigaveMakhathini

strengthtodoalltheevilinthisworld.Howcan

theylivewiththemselvesknowingverywellthat

theycausingharmtoothers.It'snotrightatall,they

shouldusetheirgiftstodogoodbyothers..

IhuggedSandiandbidherfarewell,wehave

exchangednumbersandpromisedeachotherthat

wegoingtokeepincontactasmuchaspossible..



Wegotintothecarandshegotintheback.She

burpedandadeepvoicesurfacedfromthepitsof

herstomach.Thewholecarstartedtosmelllikea

brewery,Ihadtoopenthewindow.Ilookedback

andsawbottlesofbeers,andsnuffnexttothe

beers..

IwantedtosaysomethingtoKelsobutthiswon't

betherighttime,Ican'ttalkaboutsomeonewhilst

theysittingattheback..

Her:NongcebounjaniSisi?(howareyou)

Me:Ngiyaphila(I'mwell)

IlookedatKelsoshetoldhermyname?

Me:Youtoldhermyname?

Kelso:No

Her:Ihabasisi(Don'texaggerate)

Iignoredher..

Her:Ngiyaziukuthiawusithembi,kodwake

angikugxeki(Iknowyoudon'ttrustus,butIdon't

blameyou)



Me:Angihambelaninentoeniyenzayo(Idon'tgo

withwhatyouguysaredoing)

Her:Awukaboninex,Awukaboniukuthikunjani

emhlabeni.Thulawenauzobona(Youhaven'tseen

nothing,youhaven'tseenhowtheworldislike.One

dayyouwillsee)

SANDISIWE

Me:Imissedyou

Sole:Imissedyoutoo

Iwassittingontopofthekitchencounter,withhim

inbetweenmylegs.Wewerekissing..

Me:Whowasthat?

Hetookoffmyvest..

Him:JustsomeonethatKelsoneedshelpfrom

Hekissedmeagain..

Me:For?

Hestartedmassagingmybreasts..



Him:Idon'tknowsweets

Wecontinuedkissingandhemoveddowntomy

neck,thenkissedmeinbetweenmybreasts

movingdowntokissingmytummythenfinally

gentlybitingthroughmybumshort.Itwasabit

ticklishIclosedmylegsabit..

Me:Stop(laughing)

Hecamebackupandpushedmybraidstothe

back..

Him:Iloveyousoomuch

Me:Iloveyoutoo

BANZA

IwashappytobefinallydonewithMakhathini,after

thefuneralIwentbackhome.ThetaxithatIwas

drivingit'shis,soIdon'tknowifhisfamilyisgoing

toletmecontinuedrivingitseeinghowevilhisAunt

is

Ineedtomakeaplan,gotothetaxirankandseeifI

can'tfindanothertaxiownerthatwillbewillingto



hireme..

Thinkingofgoingbacktoschoolwon'thelp,my

Parentsarenolongerworking.Iwastheonlybread

winner.OtherthandrivingtaxisIdon'tknow

anythingelse,neverworkedbefore.Makhathinitook

mewhenIcompletedmygrade12andputmein

thetaxiindustry.IlaidbackonmybedFustrated,I

needtogetajobsoon..

SANDISIWE

HowI'vemissedmakinglovetothisman,hisstrong

handsbeingabletohandlemybody.Hislips

againstmine,hisbodyagainstmine,hearinghim

cussingunderhisbreathwhenthefeeling

intensifies.Feelingthehardnessofhiscockdeep

insideofme,hittingthatpartthatmakesmelose

mybreathhereandthere.Howmycoochiegets

moreandmorewetwitheachstroke,there'snobest

feelingthanthis.Eveninmypreviousrelationship

thismuchsatisfactionIdidn'tget.Myexwasn'tbad



trustme,butSoleIreallyenjoyoursexualsessions

ormaybeit'sbecauseitcomeswithlove.LovethatI

neverthoughtwouldgrowsoquickly..

Hisphonevibratednexttome..

Me:Baa..Baabe

Heignoreditbutitkeptonvibrating.Iturnedand

checked,itwasawhatsappvideocallfromagirl

named"Luvuyo".Iglancedatituntilthevideocall

wascanceled.Hewasstilldeepinsideofmewith

myhandsrunningonhisback,mycuriositygota

betterofme.Itookhisphoneandchecked,Iwent

straighttowhatsappandopenedtheirmessages.

************

Luvu:Goodmorningsunshine

Sole:It'sstillveryearly,whyyouupsoearly

Luvu:baddreamIguess

Sole:Itoldyoumonstersdon'texist

Luvu:Iknowlove

Sole:Gobacktosleep,I'llhityouuplater



***********

Thatwasaround4aminthemorning.

Igotthistightfeelinginmychest,Istruggledto

breathalittle.Withtheangerthatwasbuildingup

inside,Iwantedhimoutofmewithimmediate

effect.Islammedhisphoneagainstthecounter..

Helookedatme..

Sole:Whatswrong?

Me:Idon'tknow,maybewecanaskLuvuyo

Sole:Youcheckedmyphone?

Me:Itwasdisturbingmeanddisturbingthe

moment

Sole:Youwannatalknow?

Me:Ifitpleasesyourhighness

Sole:Okaylet'stalk

Me:Pleasestepback

Sole:I'mnotgoingtobelefthighanddrybecause

youdecidedtocheckmyphoneinthemiddleofus

makinglove.Ifwegoingtotalkabouther,wegoing



totalkwhilstI'minsideofyou.Ifnotthenwenot

goingtotalkabouther

Me:That'sinsane

Him:Youtheonewhodecidedtocheckmyphone,

sowhatisitgoingtobe?

Me:Whoisshe?

Hestartedpumping..

Him.She'sanoldexofmine

Hestartedtopumphardforthenextquestion,

confusingmeonwhatIwantedtoask..

Me:Soleslowdown

Heleanedoverandwhisperedinmyear..

Sole:Nextquestionplease

Me:Soleeee...

Mynailsdugthroughinhisback,asmuchasIwas

madathimbutmyhormonesweren't.

Him:Talktomesweets

Me:Ihateyousomuchrightnow!!



Him:Iknow..Iknow

NONGCEBO

whenwearrivedathome,Iwasthefirstonetoget

outofthecarandwalkedintotheyard.Kelso

followedme,hegentlygrabbedmyarm..

Him:Askieskancane..What'swiththeattitude?

Iturnedandlookedathim..

Me:Whatareyoudoingwithher?

Kelso:Okaythat'saninsult,youthinkI'mfucking

her?

Me:NoKelsodon'tgetfullofyourself,whatareyou

doingwithatraditionalhealer?

Heleanedagainstthewall..

Kelso:Justabitofbusiness

Me:Whatbusiness?

Kelso:Mybusiness

Ipointedatthedoor..



Me:Open

Kelso:What'syourdealwithtraditionalhealers?

Me:Unlockthedoor

Heunlockedandwewalkedin..

Me:Ijustdon'ttrustthemokay?

Hesqueezedmycheek..

Him:She'shereforrightreasons,trustme

Me:Whenissheleaving?

Him:Soon,shewon'tevenbehereforthatlong

Iexhaled..

Me:Iwishyoucouldletmeinyourworld,wegetting

marriedin2weekstime

Hepulledmeclosertohim..

Him:Iloveyoualot,that'swhatyouneedtoknow

Hekissedme...

Iwrappedmyarmsaroundhiswaist..

Me:Iloveyoutoo



Him:Andthat'sallIneedtoknowtoo

Hepokedmynoseandkissedmeonmynose

bridge...

.

Tobecontinued
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KELSO

MyGrandmotheralwaystriesherbesttobeselfless

whenitcomestous.Shehasalwayswentoutof

herwaytopleaseus,evenifitmeans

compromisingwhatshebelievesin.



IsatherdownandtalkedtoherabouttheWisani

thing,Ididn'ttellherwhatIdidtoBhubesithough..

Grams:HaiKelsolentoyakhoinzima(Thisthingof

yoursisdifficult)

Me:I'msorryifyoufeeldisrespectedinyourhouse

Grams:Solongshedoesn'tdoanythinginmy

house

Me:Ipromise

ShalookedatWisani..

Grams:I'mgoingtocheckonthegirls

Shewalkedout..

Wisani:Siyabongasalukwazi(ThankyouGrams)

Grams:Haivoetsekwena!

Ilaughed..

Me:Grandma!

Wisaniwalkedinandsatdown,sheburped..

Me:Wisani



Her:ShonokeKelsokwentakalaniphakathikwakho

noNongcebo(Tellmesomethingwhat'sgoingon

betweenyouandNongcebo)

Me:Usho?(whatdoyoumean)

Her:Lokukokuthandzanakuyakanjani?(Howis

yourrelationshipwithher)

Me:Wefine,Imeanwedofightlikeeveryother

couple

Shenodded..

Me:Why?

Her:Myeniwakheucedakushonaangithi?(Her

husbandrecentlypassedon)

Me:Nongcebowasnevermarriedtoher

Her:Ngokuyangomndeniwakhe,muntfuuyashada

nomaefile(Accordingtohisfamily,adeadperson

canstillgetmarried)

Me:Uyangilahla?(Youlosingme)

Her:Nongcebobamshayengeschitho,uma

engagezimshadolowenungekeuhambekahle.



BabelooshonileuseshadisiwenoNgcebo(they

haveputacurseonNongcebo,ifshedoesn'tgeta

cleansingyourmarriagewithherwon'twork.This

manofhersthatpassesontheymarriedhimoffto

her)

Thiswasunexpected..

Her:KodwakengobaNongcebokhandalakhe

liqinilengekeavume,futhiwaboniswaububingathi

akasithembi(Nongceboishardheadedshewon't

agree,plusBhubesishowedherthebittersideso

shewon'ttrustus)

Me:SowhatdoIdo?

Her:Myekekukuye,kodwakengithembaukuthi

uzofunausizoizintozingekamosheki(It'suptoher,

butIhopeshewillgethelpbeforeit'stoolate)

Iexhaled..

NONGCEBO

WhenwegotherePowerhaddroppedoffHakeem.

Nessi,Bongeka,andIwereplayingwithheratthe



back.Grandmajoinedus..

GrandmatriedtokicktheballbacktoHakeembut

shefellontheground,shefellonherbums.The

girlslaughed,Iwalkeduptoherandhelpedherup..

Her:Ageisnotonmysideanymore

Me:I'msorry

Ihelpedherdustherself..

Nessi:AreyouokayGrams?

Grams:Shutupyouevenlaughed

Hakeempointedather..

Shesatonthestoep..

Iwentandsatnexttoher..

Her:Areyoureadyforyourweddingday?

Me:YesIam

Her:I'msoproudtohaveyouasmydaughterinlaw,

IhaveneverseenKelsosohappy

Me:Thankyou

Her:Youmakehimveryhappy



Wisanishowedup..

Grams:That'smyqueuetoleave

Shegotupandwalkedaway..

Wisani:Awuusengenzenisalukwazi(WhatdidIdo

now)

Grams:Ayoiawungiyeke(leavemealone)

Wisanicameandsatnexttome..

Wisani:NongcebointombiyakwaKhumalo

Irolledmyeyes..

Wisani:Umelweokuhlekodwa,uzofunda,

uzosebenza(Goodthingsareawaitingyou,youwill

gotovarsity,youwillwork)

Me:Isee

Wisani:KodwaindlelaizobaNzima(Itwillbe

difficultthough)

Me:WeeeWisaniIdidn'taskyouforyouropinion

Wisani:Ukuhlakaniphakodwaungafundileukuyaphi

(yousmartforsomeonewhodidn'tevenmakeit



thatfarwithschool)

Iignoredher..

Wisani:UbaniuBanza?(WhoisBanza)

Me:Afriend

Wisani:Ukukhonzile(heisveryfondofyou)

Me:Iknow

Wisani:Azeabenegaziezandlenizakhe(Somuch

thathehasbloodsinhishands)

Ilookedather..

Wisani:Ukwenteleintoenkuluawazinokwazi(He

didsomethingforyoubutyoudon'tevenknow)

Me:Wisaniwhatareyoutryingtosay?

Wisani:KahlephelakancancengelabeLungu(Stop

alittlewithEnglish)

Me:IfIremembercorrectlyyoucamehereforKelso

notme

Shenodded..

Kelsoshowedup,Hakeemranuptohim..



Wisani:Awwwkoshayiswanangamakhandala(A

lotisstillyettocome)

HepickedupHakeem.Wisanigotupandwentto

thegirls...

Wisani:WeeeeNtombazana!

Shefixedherclotharoundherwaist..

KelsoandHakeemsatnexttome,Hakeem

stretchedhishandsouttome.Itookhim..

Kelso:That'safirst

Imadehimstandonmythighs..

Me:Hipunki..MunkuMunku

Ishookhimalittleandhestartedsmiling..

Me:Aren'tyousoadorable?

Hewrappedhislittlearmsaroundmyneckand

gavemeahug...

Me:Ncoooaren'tyousweet

Kelso:EhEhEhI'mstartingtogetabitjealous

Welaughed..



Me:Givemeakiss

Ikissedhim,thenhecamebackformorekisses..

Kelso:Letmegooutforabit,I'mcoming

Me:Okay

Kelso:Givemeakiss

Ikissedhim..

Kelso:Doyouneedanything?

Me:NoI'mgood

Kelso:OkayI'mcoming

Me:Okay

Hegotupandwalkedaway..Wisanilookedatme

andshookherhead.Bongekahitherwiththeball

onherface..

Wisani:AweMa!!!

Bongeka:Focus!!!MaWiwifocus

Wisani:Uyabonamanjengiyolikhahlelangilisho

ekhanda(Iwillkickitandmakesureithitsyour

head)



Theylaughed..

Wisaniputtheballdown..

Wisani:Yamanziu(W)..Yamanziu(I)..Yamanziu

(S)no(A)..Uqhamukaezantsiuphephelauphephela,

asiyothengaamayezasibulaleIzinja(Singing)

Shakickedtheballandcontinuedsinging,Nessi

andBongekastartedclappingtheirhandsasWisani

continued..

SOLE

Ilookedatherasshepeacefullyslept.Wewere

layingonthebedandshehadpassedoutwhilstwe

werebusytalking..

Iputherbraidsback,shewasdeepinhersleep..

Me:Iloveyousomuch

Iputmyhandonhertummy..

Me:AndIloveyoutoo..IpromisethatI'llalwaysdo

goodbyyou,nomatterwhat.Iwishyouagirl,

becauseI'mgoingtoliterallybreakanyguy'sneck



that'sgoingtobreakyourheart.Ipromisetogive

youtheworld,Ipromisetoloveyouasiflikeit's

goingtobemylastdayonearth.MostofallI

promisetobegoodtoyourmother,sothatyouwill

growupandseehowamanshouldtreatyou.Iwill

neverputherthroughanypainthat'sgoingtomake

youquestionmyloveforherorbetraumatized,you

goingtohavethebestchildhoodeverthatIpromise

you.Justsurviveinthere,andI'llsurviveinthe

worldforyou

Imoveddownabitandkissedhertummy..

Iputmyhandonhertummyagain..

Me:Letmetalktoyouforasecondasmommyis

stillsleeping

IlookedatSandiandshewasstillsleeping..I

startedsinging,softlysoastonotwakeherup..

Me:"SomedaysIsit,starin'outthewindow

Watchin'thisworldpassmeby

SometimesIthinkthere'snothin'tolivefor

Ialmostbreakdownandcry



SometimesIthinkI'mcrazy

I'mcrazy,ohsocrazy

WhyamIhere,amIjustwastin'mytime?

ButthenIheardyouwerecomingsoon

SuddenlyI'mnotcrazy

ItallmakessensewhenIthinkaboutit"

Ismiledandcontinued..

Me:"PeoplethinkI'mweird'causetheydon't

understandme,theyjustdon'tseemyrealside..I

actlikeshitdon'tphasemebut

Insideitdrivesmecrazy,Myinsanitycouldeatme

alive..

Sometimesitfeelsliketheworld'sonmyshoulders

Everyone'sleanin'onme

'Causesometimesitfeelsliketheworld'salmost

over

Butthenyoustartingtogivemehope"

Ikissedhertummyagain..



Me:I'mhappyyourMotherdidn'tabortyou,growup

inthereknowingthatyourDaddyisasoldiernoone

willeverhurtyou

IlookedatSandi..

Me:OryourMama

NONGCEBO

IreceivedacallfromBanza..

Me:Hey

Him:Hey

Me:Howwasthefuneral?

Him:Itwasafuneral,whatcanIsay?

Ilaughed..

Me:Yousoundbroken

Him:Justtired

Me:Yougood?

Him:No..Areyougood?



Me:I'mgood

Him:Ishetreatingyouwell?

Me:Yes

Him:Areyouhappy?Reallyhappy?

Me:YesI'mhappy

Him:I'mhappytoothentohearyouthathappy

Me:Thankyouforeverything,forbeingthere

especiallywhenIneededyouthemost

Him:Don'tsweatit

Me:Whenyoudogetagirlfriendshe'sgoingtobe

blessed

Him:Thesamewaythathe'sblessedtohaveyou

Me:Iguessso

Hechuckled..

Me:What?

Him:Justrememberedsomething

Me:Whatisit?



Him:It'sstupidforgetit

Me:Tellmehau

Him:"Awwputsununu"(Singing)

Ilaughed..

Me:"Thadadadada"(Singing)

Webothlaughed..

Me:Kodwauyicabangiswayini?(Whatmadeyou

thinkofthat)

Him:Justreminiscingabouttheolddays

Me:Isee(Laughing)

(Silence)

Me:Youremindedmeofsomethingtoo

Him:What?

Me:"Sidl'ukotiniSidl'ukotinieyyy"

Helaughed..Ijoinedhimandwelaughedtogether..

.

Tobecontinued
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NONGCEBO

[2WEEKSLATER]

Istoodinfrontofthemirrorandlookedatmyself,

thedresswasbeautifulnolie.Ineverimagined

myselfinaweddingdress,notinamillionyears.I

likedthefactthatitwasnotbig,justasimple

beautifulwhitedress.WhenKelsoandIwere

discussingthisweddingthing,atfirstitfeltlikea

dream.Now,it'ssettlinginthatI'mactuallygetting

marriedthiscomingweekend..

Sandi:Youlookbeautiful



Iturnedandlookedather..

Me:Itallfeelslikeadream

Sandi:I'msureitdoes,youlookverybeautiful

Me:Thankyouforhelpingmewitheverything

Sandi:It'snotlikeIhadanythingtodo

Assistant:It'stimetofityours

Sandi:Ihopeit'smysize

Me:Comeonit'snotlikeyoubig

Sandi:Letmefinishthischocolate

Me:Maybelayoffonthechocolates

Sandi:I'mthebride'smaid,Idon'tneedtolose

weight

Ilaughed..

Me:I'mreadytotakeoffmine

Assistant:Okay

Iwenttoundress,rightwhenIwasonlyinmy

underwearandbra.Thesmellstarted.



Iclosedmyeyes.Thishasbeengoingonforaweek

now,I'vebeenhavingthisunusualsmellarising

frommyvagina.Attimesinthemorning,Iwakeup

verywet..

KELSO

ThecleansingwentwellwithWisani,itwasn't

somethingdrasticandIamveryamusedbyhergift.

ShefoundBhubesi'sgravewithoutushavingtogo

andenquirefromhisfamily.She'strulygiftedandI

respecthergift.IfIhadanydoubtsabouttraditional

healersbeingscams,sheprovedthatthereis

traditionalhealersthatareactuallygiftedoutthere.

Whoknowexactlywhattheydoing..

Sole:DamnyoulooksophisticatedSon

Ichuckled..

Sole:Wemustrockwithsuitsmoreoften

Me:Yeah

Sole:Whatswrong?

Isighed..



Me:IthinkNongceboischeatingonme

Sole:What?Nongceboandcheating?

Me:She'sbeenspendingalotoftimewithBanza

lately

Sole:Youcaughtthem?Ithoughttheywerefriends

Me:NoIhaven'tcaughtthem..Eachtimewhenwe

havetodothedeedit'slike..It'slikesomeonehas

beentherealready,likesomeoneisdonebeen

eatingmycookie

Sole:Didyouconfrontherwiththat?

Me:Ineedmoreproof,Idon'tknowwhyshewould

dothis..Sheknowswhat'satstakeshouldshe

cheatonme

Sole:Thisisdifficult

Me:Shehasthisunusualsmell,likeanSTIor

something

Sole:That'sdeepKelso,areyousureyouwanttogo

aheadwiththis?Thewedding?

Me:Yeah..Wegoingaheadwithit



NONGCEBO

Whenweweredone,Sandidrovebackhome.She

wasdrivingSole'scar.Wecametogetherhereat

thebridalshopbutBanzacalledandtoldmethathe

willcomeandgetme,andhedid.Sothatwecould

gooutforlunch..

Banza:Yougotscammed?

Me:I'mtellingyou..LikewhenIwhatsapphershe

hadblockedme,IthinkherFacebookaccountwas

faketoo

Helaughed..

Him:I'msosorry

Me:Iguesswealllearnthehardway

Him:Truethat

Me:Iwantyoutoattendthewedding

Him:Wouldn'tmissmybestfriend'sweddingforthe

world

Me:Icouldfeelthatmyvaginawasstartingtogeta



burnanditwasitching

Banza:Areyouokay?

Me:IthinkIneedtolayoffonthecontraceptive

injection

Banza:Why?

Me:I'mnotsure,thinkit'sstartingtogivemethis

badeffect

Banza:DidyoutalktotheNurseaboutthat?

Me:NoIneedtogofortheinjectionafterthe

wedding,thefollowingMonday..I'lltalktoher

Banza:Okay

Me:Bongekaisstartingboardingschool,she's

leavingonSunday

Banza:That'sgreat..I'msureshe'sexcited

Me:Sheaveryexcited,I'mgladshewillattendthe

weddingthough

Banza:Yougirlsaredoingwellforyourselves

Me:I'mreallyhappyIdon'twannalieplusworkis



promisingtomakemepermanentsoon

Banza:That'sgood

Me:Ienjoyworking,Ilikemyjob..Theladiesare

nice

Heextendedhishandtomine..

Banza:I'mproudofyou

Ismiled..

Me:Thankyou

GETRUDE(KELSO'SMOM)

Iheardaknockinmyoffice..

Me:Comein

ItwasmyPIJeff..

Jeff:MrsGxaba

Me:HelloJeff

Jeff:HopeIdidn'tcatchyouatabadtime?

Me:Notatall,Ihaveafewminutesuntilmynext



meeting

Jeff:That'sgood

Me:Sowhatdoyouhaveforme?

Hegavemetheenvelope..

Jeff:HernameisNongcebo

Iopenedtheenvelopeandlookedatthepictures..

Me:She'sbeautiful

Jeff:Sheactuallyworksatthemallclosertoyour

firm

Me:Isit?

Jeff:Paletteclothingshop

Me:Verynice,issheatworktoday?

Jeff:Shewasatabridalshop

Me:Bridalshop?

Jeff:Fittingaweddingdress,thinkshe'sgetting

marriedshewaswithyourNieceSandi

Inodded..



Me:MySonisgettingmarried,wow

Jeff:Anythingelse?

Me:Nothat'sall..ThankyouJeff

Jeff:Anytime..Enjoyyourday

Me:Youtoo

KELSO

Sandishowedup,shewasalone..

Sandi:Boys

Shewalkeduptous..

Sole:Areyouguysdone?

Sandi:Yes..Ourdressesaregood,andyouguys?

Sole:Wedonetoo

Me:WhereisNongcebo?

Sandi:Herfriendcametofetchher

Me:Whatfriend?

Sandi:Someguy



Me:Banza

Sandi:YesIthinkthat'shisname

Solelookedatme..

Sole:EasyMan

Sandi:What'sgoingon?

Me:Wherearethey?

Sandi:Idon'tknow,I'mnotsuretheyjustleftina

taxi

Me:It'scool

IgaveSoleourcodedhandshake..

Me:I'llseeyouMan

Sole:Don'tdoanythingstupid

Iwalkedtomycar..

NONGCEBO

Banza:Igotanewjob,thisothertaxiownercame

throughforme



Me:That'sgood

Banza:YeahmatteroffactIhavetobeatthetaxi

rank

Me:AlrightI'lltakeataxihome

Banza:Don'tyouwannacome?Rankwithmefora

while

Me:Idon'tthinkso

Banza:Comeonit'llbefun

Me:Okaywait

ItookoutmyphoneandtextedKelso:

"OutrankingwithBanza"

Me:Let'sgo

Wegotupandleft.

.

Tobecontinued
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NONGCEBO

IhadhopetospendthedaywithBanzaasplanned,

buttheembarrassingsmellarisingfrommyvagina

mademetocutourfriendshiptimespendingshort,

lateronduringthedayItookataxibackhome.The

firstthingIdidwastobaththroughly,afterbathing

itgotabitbetter.Itookmyphoneandcalled

Sandisiwe..

Sandi:Galza

Me:Galzadidyouarrivehomesafe?

Her:YesIdid..Areyouhome?

Me:Yes

Her:IsKelsothere?



Me:No

Her:Idon'twannabenoseybuthedidn'tlookhappy

whenItoldhimyouwentwithyourfriend,kantihe

doesn'tknowthatyouhaveamalebestfriend?

Me:HedoesknowBanza

Her:Heseemedjealous

Me:Idon'tknowwhyhewouldbe

Her:MengetjealousveryeasilyandIdon'ttrust

friendsoftheoppositesex

Me:BanzaandIwehaven'tdoneanythingwrong,

wegoodfriends.HewastherewhenIneeded

someone

Her:Haveyoueveraskedhimhowhefeelsabout

you?Doeshehaveagirlfriend?

Me:Hedoesn't

Her:FromwhereI'mseeingthis,itwillcometoa

pointwhereyouwillhavetochoosebetweenthem

Iexhaled..

Me:Thisisbad,onceuponatimemylifewasjust



simple.Notgoodsimplebutnevercaughtinsucha

mess

Her:Yougettingmarriedsoon,Kelsoissupposedto

beyourbestfriendandyourhusband

Me:Growingupwithoutamotherfigureisdifficult,I

don'tknowlifeexperiencesbecausenoonewas

theretoteachmethesethings

Her:I'msorryBabes

Me:Thankyou

Her:Anytime

Me:Ineedtotalktoyouaboutsomething

Her:Okay

Me:Ihavethisunusualsmellarisingfrommy

vagina,it'salsoitchyanditburns

Her:IsKelsocheating?SoundslikeanSTI

Me:Idon'tthinkso

Her:areyoucheating?

Me:KelsoiscurrentlytheonlypersonI'msleeping



with

Her:Areyouonbirthcontrol?

Me:Yestheinjection

Her:Couldbethat..Getapuresoapfromthe

pharmacyandcanexvcream,I'msuretheinfection

willclearsoon.It'sprobablytheimbalanceof

hormonesalsotalktothenurseaboutitwhenyou

goagainforanotherdose

Me:I'lldothat..It'ssoembarrassingIameven

embarrassedtotalktoKelsoaboutit

Her:Iunderstand

Me:Thankyouverymuchgirl

Her:Youwelcome

Thatwasabitofrelief,thoughIhopeKelsoisnot

cheatingonme..

SANDISIWE

IlookedatSole,hewasbusyonmylaptop.



Me:Snowflake

Helookedatme..

Me:IsKelsocheatingonNongcebo?

Him:No..Why?

Me:IthinkshehasanSTI

Him:Idon'tthinkKelsoischeating

Me:Ifhewaswouldyoutellme?

Him:Huh?

Me:Heisyourbestfriend,ifheisyouwouldcover

upforhim..That'swhatguysdo,thesamewayhe

wouldcoverupforyouifyouwere

Him:Kelsoisnotcheating

Me:Nongceboisnotcheatingeither

Him:Nongcebohasamalefriend,howsureareyou

thattheynotfucking?

Me:NongceboknowshowKelsoislike,plusshe's

toonaïve.Shehasneverexperiencedtherealworld,

it'slikeshe'sbeenlivinginabottleforyears.



Cheatingwoulddribbleher,shewouldn'tbesmart

enoughtopullit.She'sjustwaytoofriendly

Sole:I'lltalktoKelso..Happy?

Me:Very

Sole:YoucarealotaboutNongcebo

Me:She'saverygoodperson,doesn'thavemuch

friends.I'mprobablytherelealestandfirstfemale

friendshehas

Sole:Isee

Me:SoifKelsostillwantstofuckaroundheshould

saysoandleaveheralone,Konawhydidn'the

initiatemarriagesoearly?Marriageisnotagame

Sole:Samewayyouinitiatedpregnancysoearlyin

ourrelationship

Me:Wow

Sole:Ididn'tmeanthat

Me:Ifyouweren'thappyaboutthepregnancyyou

could'vesaidso

Sole:TrustmeIamhappy,Idon'tknowwhythis



KelsoandNongcebosituationismakingusfight.

Letthemworkthingsontheirown

Me:Yeahwhatever

Sole:Nowyouseewhykungathethwangabantu?

(Youseewhyweshouldn'ttalkaboutpeople)

Myeyeswidened..

Hewentbacktomylaptop..

Me:Saysomethingagaininvernacular

Him:No

Me:Comeon,Ineverknewthatyoucouldspeak

vernacular

Him:I'velivedwithKelsoandhisfamilyforyearsin

thehood,tosurviveIhadtolearnabitofvernacular

Me:Saysomethingagain

Him:No

Me:Ahhcomeon

Him:No

Me:AyykeNdlebezakho



Him:Nawe

Welookedateachotherandsmiled..

NONGCEBO

Iwasinthekitchencooking,everyoneelsewasin

theloungewatchingTV..

Myphonerang,Ianswered..

Me:Hello?

Voice:HelloisthisNongcebo?NongceboKhumalo?

Me:Yes..Whoisthis?

Voice:IamMakhathiniZulu'slawyer

Me:Ohw

Voice:Ineedtodiscusssomethingwithyou

Me:Somethinglike?

Voice:Hisfamilycametoclaimhisthingsbut

unfortunatelyhelefteverythingtoyouandhis

daughterBongekaZulu

Iclosedthepot..



Voice:Thehouse,histaxis,andmoney

Ididn'tknowwhattosay..

Voice:Helloareyoustillthere?

Me:YesIam

Voice:Woulditpossibleforyoutocomeandsee

metomorrow?TogetherwithBongeka?

Me:Uhmyes..Atwhattime?

Voice:Say8am?

Me:Okay

Voice:DoyouknowtheGxabalawfirm?

Me:YesjustnexttothemallwhereIwork

Voice:Perfect...JustaskforGertrudeGxaba

Me:I'lldoso..Thankyou

Voice:HavealovelydayMam'

Me:Thankyou

Voice:Bye

Me:Bye



Wow..Thatwasunexpected..

BANZA

Ihadonepassangerleftinthetaxi,someold

woman.Alltheotherpassengershadgotoffexcept

forher..

Iclearedmythroat..Shelookedatme..

Me:NgicelaukubuzaMa,usalakuphi?(IfImayask,

whereareyougettingoff)

Shepointedthroughthewindow..

Her:Emathuneni..Brakpanoldlocationcemetery

Me:Ohwngiyabona

Shehadbeadedbraceletsaroundherwrists,she

waswearingared&whitecloth.Onethattraditional

healersusuallywear..

Me:AkukholatemhlambeukuyaEmathuneni?(Isn't

itlatetogotothecementery)

Sheshookherheadno..



Me:Uyovakashelaumyeniwakhomhlambeokudala

wakushiya?(Areyougoingtovisityourhusband's

grave)

Sheshookherheadno..

IcontinueddrivingandthenIfixedtherearview

mirrorsothatIcouldstealglancesather.WhatI

sawshockedme.WhenIlookedatherthroughthe

mirror,sheappearedasaskeleton.Afullyclothed

skeletonlikehowshewaswearing.Iturnedand

lookedather,shelookednormal.Ilookedatthe

mirroragainandIstillsawthesamething.Myheart

startedtobeatfast,Istartedtofeelabithot..AmI

losingmymind?

Ipulledover..

Me:NgiyaxolisaMa,kodwangekengifike

emathuneniuzokhonamhlambeukuzambela?(I

apologizeMa,Iwon'tmakeittothecemetery,will

youbeabletowalkonyourown)

Her:Ngizozama..Ngiyabonga(Iwilltry...Thankyou)

Shegotoff..Beforesheclosedthedoorshelooked

atme..



Her:Ungakhonamhlambenaksasaukungiletha?

(Willyoubeabletobringmebackhereagain

tomorrow)

Me:Cha(no)

Shelookedatmeforalongtime,untilhereyes

welledup..

Her:Ngiyabongauhambekahle(Thankyou,gowell)

Sheclosedthedoorandwalkedaway..

Iparkedthereandlookedatheroldselfasshe

walkeddownthestreet..

.

Tobecontinued
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SANDISIWE



Istayedupthatnightbusytypingchaptersformy

books,andbrainstormingformynextbook.The

bookstoredidgivememyshareoftheprofitthat

theygotfromSolebuyingallmybooks.Iwanna

useittohelppublishhardcopiesofmynextbook

andformarketingpurposestoo...

IreceivedacallfrommycousinKelo,wassurprised

thathewasstillupatthistime..

Me:Cuz

Him:Cuz

Me:Yougood?

Him:NoI'mnot

Me:What'swrong?

Him:IwascheckingNongceboonFacebook,she

uploadspicturesofherboyfriendalot.Theguyis

everywhereandlookingathim,hemakesmefeel

likeIdon'tstandachance.Hestraightupgotthe

looksworsewiththedimples...It'salwaysKelso

this,Kelsothat

Ilaughed..



Me:SoyouweretalkingaboutthatNongcebo,

NongcebokaKelso?

Him:Youknowher?

Me:She'sagoodfriendofmine

Him:Howdidyoutwomeet?

Me:KelsoandSolearebestfriends

Him:Itmakessense

Ilaughedagain..

Him:I'mnotgaybutthisguyhasbeengivingme

breathingproblems,howdoIcompetewiththat?At

leasttellmehe'scheatingorsomething

Me:Idoubtheis,butyoudon'tlookbadyourself

Cuz.PlusYouandKelsolookalikeabit,youhave

dimplestoo

Him:Clearlymineareshallowcomparedtohis,

thoughIseenorelationofuslookingalikeeven

NongcebosaidthatthefirstdayImether

Me:Youcan'tseeit,butwecan

Him:Sotheirrelationshipisstable?He'snotfooling



aroundwithgirls?Girlsarenotthrowingthemselves

athimandshakinghisrelationship?

Me:Idon'tknow,don'tknowtheirrelationshipthat

well.AllI'mgoingtosayis,stayawayfromNgcebo

Cuz.KelsoismadCrazyhewillhurtyou

Him:Ihearyou

Me:Whyyouupsolate?

Him:Wascatchinguponstudying

Me:OkayCuz,letmeretiretobedandstopstalking

NongceboonFacebookandcausingyourself

unnecessarychestpains

Him:NaaaFamthatguyisgoingtofuckupyoucan

justtell

Me:StayawayfromPeople'srelationships..Good

night

Him:Night

NONGCEBO

Iwaswokenupbythedoorbeingunlocked,Itook



myphoneandcheckedthetime.Itwas00:15am.

YesIwasworriedabouthim,hedidn'tevenbother

tocallmeandtellmewherehewasandifheis

okayornot.Isatupstraightwhenheswitchedon

thelight..

Him:Hi

Me:Hi

Hetookoffhisjacket..

Me:Wherewereyou?

Him:Iwasout

Me:Where?

Him:Atthechisanyama

Me:Untilthislate?Don'ttheycloseat22:00or

something?

Him:BavalanomaniniNongcebo(Theyclose

whenevertheyfeellikeclosing)

Me:SandisiwetoldmeSoleishome

Him:Iwasn'twithSole



Me:Whowereyouwith?

Him:Somefemalefriendofmine

Me:Femalefriend?

Him:Yeah

Helookedatmeashetookoffhiswristwatch..

Me:Idon'tthinkI'mcomfortablewiththat

Hechuckled..

Him:Really?Wenawhohasamalebestfriend

Me:Idon'tstayoutlatewithBanzaandIalways

textyouwhenI'mgoingout

Heshruggedhisshoulders..

Him:Iforgottotext

Me:Doyouwantmetostopbeingfriendswith

Banza?

Him:Ididn'tsaythat

Me:ifyouwantmetostopbeingfriendswithhimI

will,there'snoreasonforyoutodothis

Him:I'mgoingtotakeashower



Hewalkedtothebedroom.ItextedSandi:

"Ithinkhe'scheatingonme,hejustgothome.Said

hewaswithafemalefriend"

GETRUDE(KELSO'SMOTHER)

Itooktheotherfileandcheckedit,wentthrough

everythingthatwaswritteninit.

IammeanttodefendtwoMeninafewdays,they

werebotharrestedforbrutallykillingsomeguywith

hisgirlfriend.Theyfriendsandtheyhijackcars,so

whytheyresortedtokillingthiscoupleinsteadof

justtakingthecarandlettingthemgo,Iwillnever

know.Iyawnedwhilerubbingmyeyes.Ichecked

mymuganditwasempty,I'mgoingtoneedmore

coffee..

MyphonerangandIansweredwithouteven

checkingthecallerID..

Me:Hello

Voice:Youlookedreallygoodtoday

Itwasmyex,Kelso'sfather..



Voice:Whiteshirt,notbuttonedallthewayup

showingabitofcleavage

Igotupandwenttocheckoutofthewindow,tosee

ifhehasn'tsentanyonewatchingmyhouse..

Me:Areyouhavingmefollowed?

Him:WhywouldIdothat?

Me:WhatdoyouwantKen.HisnameisKennybut

wecallhimKen,orusedtocallhimthat

Him:Idon'tknow..Howaboutmyfreedom?And

raisingmydaughterbacktolife?

Me:wouldyoualsolikemetochangewaterinto

winewhileI'matit?

Helaughed..

Me:Youaskingfortheimpossible

Him:Youputmeinhere!

Me:Noyouputyourselfinthere!Youhavenoone

toblamebutyourself!Youractionsputyouinthere

Him:OnedayGetrude,oneday!



KELSO

AftertakingashowerIwentoutsideforasmokeor

two,thenIstayedoutsideforawhilebusystaringat

themoonandthestars.WhenIwasstartingtofeel

abitcold,Iwentbackinside.Idon'treallyhavea

femalefriendthatIwashangingoutwith,justsaid

thattoseehowitwouldfeellikeifshewasinmy

shoes.

Istoodatthedoorwayandlookedather,shewas

layingonherbackwithherlegsraisedupand

slightlyopen.Theduvetwascoveringherthough.

JustwhenIwasabouttoswitchoffthelight,I

heardhermoaningasiflikeshewashavingthe

bestsexofherlife.Shemoanedagainandthen

turnedherheadtotheside.

Her:OhhBanza...

Shesmiledalittle

.



Tobecontinued
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SANDISIWE

Iwokeupsickthenextmorning,Iliterallyspentthe

nextfewminutessittingonthefloorinfrontofthe

toilettryingtovomitbutIwasjustretchingand

spitting.Idon'tknowifit'sthelatemealIhadinthe

earlyhoursofthemorningorwhat,butIdidn'tfeel

well..

Iheardaknockatthedoor..

Sole:Sweets?

Me:Don'tcomein



Hetriedopeningthedoorbutitwaslocked..

Him:Sweetsopen

Me:Nopleasedon'tcomein(crying)

Him:Sandiopen

Igotupandflushed.Iopenedthedoorandhe

walkedin..

Iwentbackandsatonthefloor..

Him:Areyouokay?

Ishookmyheadwhilstwipingmytears..

Hesatnexttomeandpulledmybraidsback

Me:IfeellikeIwannavomitbutvomitdoesn'tcome,

Ifeellikeshit!IfeelsickbutIdon'tknowwhatitis

exactly

Him:DoyouwantustogototheDr?

Inodded..

Itriedtovomitagain,herubbedhishandonmy

back..

Him:I'msorry,wegoingtogetthroughthistogether



okay?

Inoddedagain..

Him:I'llgoprepareabathforyou

Me:Okay

Hekissedmeonmyshoulderandgotuptogoand

preparemethebath..

NONGCEBO

Iwaswokenupbyasongplaying,itwasn'tloud.

Justplayingsoftly..

"Iloveitwhenshe'snearme

Ihatewhenshe'saway

AndSatan'llseetheday

ThatHellfreezeover

BeforeIlethergo

Andletoneofyoubitchniggasgether

No,no,no



Youdon'tknowhowtotreather

Youdon'tknowthatIneedher

Hey,doyouknowthatIneedya?

'Causebaby,rightnowitfeelslikethewholeworld

Isagainstme"

WhenIpushedtheduvettothesidetogetoutof

bed,thesmellstartedagain.IglanceddownandI

feltmythighsabitwetbecauseIhadsleptwithout

anunderwear.IlookedbesidemeandKelso'sside

ofthebedwasempty.Iexhaledandgotoutofbed,

Iwalkedtothelounge.Hewaspassedoutonthe

couchwithabottleofHennesseyonthesmalltable

andafewcigarettebuds.Ilookedathimand

somehowIthoughttomyselfthatmaybethesmell

puthimoffsomuchthathedecidedtosleeponthe

couch.

Thisisreallybad,KelsoandIarebreakingapart.

Ourrelationshipisnotasniceandexcitingashow

itwaswhenwefirstmet.

Wegettingmarriedthisweekend,weshouldbe



happyandnotthismiserable.Iwipedmytearsand

wentbacktothebedroomtocallBongeka..

Bongeka:Hello(sleepyvoice)

Me:Wakeupandbath,wegoingsomewhere

Her:Now?

Me:Yes

Her:Wherearewegoing?

Me:Bongekadon'tasktoomanyquestionsjust

wakeupandbathokay?

Her:Okay

Me:Good!

BANZA

Iwasontheroadthismorningbutmymindwasfar

away.Couldn'thelpbutthinkabouttheeventsthat

happenedyesterdaywiththatoldwoman.Somy

curiosityhadmedrivepassthecemeteryafter

droppingoffmyfirstloadanddrivingbacktothe

taxirank.Shockinglyenoughtheoldwomanwas



sittingatthegateofthecemetery,Istoppedandgot

out.Iwalkeduptoher.Shewassittingandfacing

herfront,shedidn'thaveanyshoeson..

Me:Sawubona(Greetings)

Shelookedatme..

Her:Sawubona(greetings)

Me:Khonaomumele(areyouwaitingforsomeone)

Her:Cha(no)

Me:Wenzanilaekuseniso?(Whatareyoudoing

heresoearlyinthemorning)

Her:Ngihlalakhonalanjaloekuseningimele

indodakaziyamiukuthiize(Isithereeverymorning

patientlywaitingformyDaughtertocome)

Ilookedaround..

Me:Uyeza?(Isshecoming)

Sheshookherhead..

Her:Uneminyakaengezi(It'sbeenyears)

Me:Uhlalaphiyena?(Wheredoesshelive)



Her:Akasahlaliekhaya(She'snotstayingathome

anymore)

Me:Kahlekahleawaziukuthiuhlalakuphi?(You

don'tknowwhereshelives)

Her:Cha(no)

Isighed..

Me:Ngekengikuyekeuhlalelauwedwa,yizasambe

somfuna(Iwon'tletyousitherealone,comeI'll

helpyoulookforher)

Her:Ngiyabonga(thankyou)

Shegotupandwewenttomytaxi..

KELSO

Iopenedmyeyestoaquietroom..

Igotupfromthecouchandwalkedtothebedroom.

ThebedwasmadeandIcouldsmellherperfume.I

leanedagainstthewallwhilstbitingmylowerlipin

Fustration.Irecalledwhathappenedlastnight,and

mychestimmediatelyclosedup.Iformedafist



withmyhandattheideaofNongcebosleepingwith

Banza,somuchthatshegetswetdreamsabout

him.Ithoughtabouthowhecouldbeinthere,just

drillingherandunleashingthatsoftmoandeep

insideofher

Howhewouldberunninghishandsalloverher

bodyandkissingher..Thethoughtofallthatmade

meturnaroundandpunchedthewallafewtimes!..

IloveNongceboandIdon'tseemyselfraisingmy

handonher,itwouldhurtmemorethanitwould

hurther.Loveissomethingfuckedup,ifitwas

anotherchicksheprobablywouldn'tevenbeableto

getoutofbedthismorning.Nongcebogotme

fuckedupforreal!..I'mnotgoingtocancelthe

wedding,Ifshetrulylovesmeshewillbestraight

withmeinsteadofmarryingmewithalltheliesthat

shehasaccumulatedforherself.Ifshegoesahead

withtheweddingthenshedoesn'tloveme,she

can'tbefuckingsomeoneelseandthenstandin

frontofmeandpromisemethatshe'sgoingtobe

faithfultome.Ionlystoppedpunchingthewall

whenmyknucklesstartedbleeding.



NONGCEBO

AsmuchasIwantedtomeetthelawyeratthetime

thatweagreedonIcouldn't.Ineededtostartat

Clicksfirstandsortoutthismess.Clicksopenedat

9am,andIdidfindthepuresoapandtheCanexV

cream.

Iwasrelieved,Ihopetheythattheywillhelpme

withmyproblem..

BANZA

ShewassittingonthefrontseatandIkepton

stealingglancesather.Shewasfacingherfront

andnotevenmovinganinch..Onourdrivebackto

thetaxirankaladystoppedthetaxi,Ipulledover

andsheopenedthefrontdoor..

Her:Njani?(Howareyou)

Me:Ngiyaphilawena(I'mwellandyou)

Her:Ngiyaphila..UyaeRank(I'mwell..Areyou

goingtothetaxirank)



Me:Yebo

Her:Okay

ShetriedtogetinbutIstoppedher..

Me:Khonaumuntuohlelingekeukhoneukungena

emuva?(Someoneissittingherecan'tyougotothe

back)

Her:Askies?

Ilookedattheseatandshewasn'tthereanymore.I

lookedatthebackstillshewasn'tthere..Ilooked

aroundandsawhersittingatthegateagainfacing

herfront..

Lady:uRightBhuti?(Areyouokay)

Me:Yasorryngiright

ShegotinandItookofflookingattheoldwoman

sittingthere..

.

Tobecontinued
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NONGCEBO

TheLawyer'sassistantwasabletoletusineven

thoughwewere1hour30minlate.Thelawyerwasn't

inheroffice,shehadanothermeetingtoattendbut

shewasonherwaybacksotheassistantsaid..

ThisbuildingIpassitallthetimewhenI'mgoingto

work,Makhathinineverandnotevenoncedidhe

evertellmethathehadalawyerinhere..Heroffice

wassmallandveryneat.Wewereevenofferedtea

andbiscuitsaswewaited.Bongekawasonher

phone,thewaitingwasboringher.

Minuteslaterweheardthesoundofheelswalking

in,thenweheardthedoorsoftlyclosing.She



walkeduptoherchair,pulleditbackandsatdown.

Shelookedatus..

Idon'tknowifmymindwasplayingtricksonme

butthiswomanlookedsomuchlikeKelso.You

knowthesayingthatwomenalwayssaywhenthe

babylooksliketheirDaddy?Theysay"Youwould

swearthathewasdenyingthebaby".That'sexactly

whatwashappeninghere.Herfaintsmileshowed

herdimplesverywell,Icouldn'thelpbutkeepon

staringather..

Her:Thankyouforcoming,Ihadtotellyouoverthe

phonesothatyoucouldcome

Wordsfailedmeasherlooksstunnedme.

Her:I'mGertrudeGxaba,MrZulu'slawyer.I'vebeen

hislawyerforaverylongtimenow

Amomentofsilencecreptin..

Me:I'mNongcebo..Thisis..ThisisBongeka,Zulu's

Daughter

Shenoddedwithasmile..

Her:FirstandforemostIamsosorryforyourloss



Me:Thankyou

Her:Let'sgetstarted

Shegotupandwenttothecabinettotakeoutafile..

Bongeka:WowshelookssoomuchlikeUncleKelso

(Whispering)

Me:Shhh

Sheturnedbackandlookedatus..

Her:Whatwasthat?

Me:Nothing..Sorry

KELSO

SolewastheonewhodrovemetotheDr,theDr

transferredmetothehospitalforanXray.

AtleastIusedmylefthand,it'snotdominant

Sole:Sowhathappened?

Me:Nothing

Sole:Peopledon'tpunchwallsfornothing



Me:It'sNongcebo

Sole:Youstillthinkshe'scheating?

Me:NowI'mnolongerthinking,somethingis

definitelyhappeningbetweenherandthatfool

Sole:Whatdidyoudosee?

Me:WhatIneededtosee

(Silence)

Sole:Youstillcontinuingwiththewedding?

Me:IfNongcebotrulylovesme,shewilleithertell

methetruthorcalloffthewedding

Sole:Didyoutalktoheraboutthis?

Me:No

Sole:Why?

Me:She'sgoingtodenyandthat'sjustgoingtopiss

meoff!

Sole:Maybeyouguysshouldconsidergoingfor

counseling

Me:WhatthefuckIneedcounselingfor?Mysoon



tobewifeischeatingonmeandIamtheonewho

needscounseling?Fuckthat!

Sole:Thisisgettingoutofhand

Ishowedhimmyhand..

Me:Ithasalreadygottenoutofhand

NONGCEBO

Her:Pleasesignhere

Isigned..

Her:Great

Me:Sowhathappensnow?

Her:IwillsorteverythingoutonceIgethisdeath

certificateandacopyofyourIDandherbirth

certificate.Iwillgiveyoualetterthatyouwilltake

tothebankthenwewillworkonyougetting

ownershipofhisotherasserts.Themoneyheleftis

R300000,50/50forbothofyou.Thenthehouse

andhistaxis

Me:Wedon'twantthehouse



Her:Youcansellitorrentitout,whateversuitsyou

Me:Ican'tbelievethis..Thankyouverymuch

Her:PleaseI'mjustdoingmyjob..Knowwewill

keepintouch

Me:Canitbeaftertheweekend?I'mgettingmarried

thisweekend

Her:Congratulations

Me:Thankyou

Her:UhmIdon'tmeantojumpthegunbut..Isn'tit

tooearlytogetmarriedseeingthatyourhusband

recentlypassedon?

Me:Iwasn'tmarriedtohim

Her:Isee...I'msorry

Me:Arewedone?

Her:Yeswedone..Thankyouforcoming

Me:Thankyou

IlookedatBongeka..

Me:Let'sgo



Wegotupandleft..

Onourwaytogettingsomethingtoeat,Irecieveda

callfromSandisiwe..

Me:Galza

Her:Galza

Me:Areyougood?

Her:Notreally..Feelingabitsick

Me:I'msorrytohearthat

Her:I'llbefine,IwenttotheDr

Me:Okay

Her:Sohe'scheating?

Me:I'msuspecting

Her:Thisisgettingworse

Me:HeissuspectingthatI'mcheating

Her:Whydon'tyoutalktohim?

Me:Doyouknowhowembarrassingthissituation



is,Ireallydon'twannatalktohimaboutit.HowdoI

tellmysoontobehusbandthatmycoochiehasa

badsmell?KelsobeingKelso..Whatifhefindsme

disgusting?

Her:Ihearyou..Didyougetthethings?

Me:YesIdid

Her:Okaytrythemout

Me:IwillthenI'lltellyouhowitgoes

Her:OkayBabe

Me:Bye

Her:Bye

KELSO

AsweweresittingwaitingformyturnIreceiveda

callfromPower..

Me:Yeah?

Her:Hi

Me:Whatdoyouwant?



Her:Hakeemissick

Me:Whatswrong?

Her:Hedidn'tsleeplastnight,hehadafeverandhe

wascryingthewholenight

Me:Andyouonlytellingmenow?

Her:IthoughthewasgoingtobebetterafterIgave

himPanadobut..

Me:OkayI'mcoming

Her:Okay

IlookedatSole..

Me:Youhavetodrivemebackhome

Sole:Wenotdonehere

Me:I'llcomebacksomeothertime,Hakeemissick

Sole:Okaylet'sgo

BANZA

IwassittingwiththeothertaxidriversasIwas

waitingformytaxitogetfull..



BraBobbi,wasplayinghisguitarandsinging

Bobbi:"NanguuJesuuzobuyabo,abangenakholo..

NanguuJesuuzobuyabo,abangenakholo.IColona

iphelileee..

BasopiVilas,BasopiVilas"

Ilaughedashecontinued..

Me:Ngekewaculangecoronaingasekho,

uyosibangelayonafuthi(Youcan'tsingabout

Corona,youwillinviteitback)

Cheese:Kuhlengobaphelaiseyafananeflu,khona

amakhambi(It'sbetternowbecausethere's

treatment,it'snodifferentfromflu)

Sasacamethroughwithherfriends,theywere

holdingtheirbags.Theytakemytaxieverydayto

school,todaytheywerelatethough..Theygreeted

andgotinthetaxi,shetakesthefrontseatmostof

thetime..

She'sanicegirl,livesonestreetawayfrommine..

Wenotthattight,butwecool..

Thelastpassangergotin..



Me:BoMnaksngizonibona(I'llseeyouguyslater)

Iwentandgotin..

Shehasa3yearolddaughter,babydaddyisnotin

thepicture.FromwhatIheardhepromisedthathe

wasgoingtobethereforherbuthalfwaythrough

thepregnancyhegotanothergirlpregnanttoo.

TheystartedhavingproblemswithSasa,eventually

theypartedways.She'sdoingherlastyearatsome

collegeinJohannesburg,shewillbegettingoff

halfwaytocatchtaxisthatgotoJohannesburgat

anothertaxirank.Theonesinourtaxiranktake

forevertogetfull..

Sasa:Hi

Me:Hey

Istartedthecar...

Me:Ngathiushiyweyiskhathivandag(Youlate

today)

Sasa:I'mjustgoingtosubmitsomeassignment

Me:Alright

Sasa:Ng'celaisgqoko(canIpleasehaveyour



buckethat)

Ichuckled..

Me:Ngizok'thengelaesakho(I'llbuyyouone)

Her:Okay

Peoplestartedpaying..

(Silence)

Sasa:Nayieyakho(hereisyourmoney)

Me:Howmuch?

Sasa:R180

Me:Yak'shayaiTaximaths,it'ssupposedtobe

R195

Sasa:Serious?

Guy:Ngiyahlikaekhoneni(I'mgettingoutatthe

corner)

Sasa:Bhutingicelaungahlikiiyashodaimalika

driver(Pleasedon'tgetoff,thedriver'smoneyis

short)

Ipulledoveratthecorner..



Guy:Minangibhadalile(Ipaid)

Sasalookedback...

Sasa:UkhonaotheleiExtrachangenoma

ongabhadalanga(Didanyonegetextrachangeor

maybesomeonedidn'tpay)

Everyonekeptquiet..

Theguyopenedthedoor..

Sasa:Bhutiyimakancance(Waitaminute)

Guy:Ngibhadalilemina(Ipaid)

Sasa:Imaliiyashoda(themoneyisshort)

Guy:ManjeInkingakabani?(whoseproblemisthat)

Ilookedathim..

Me:hlalaphantsintanga(Sitdownsir)

Guy:Nomaanumuntuuyabambezeleka(You

delayingme)

Igavehimafaintsmile..

Me:Hlalaphantsintanga,ungafuningik'moshele

ilanga(Sitdown,don'tmakemeruinyourday)



Hewentandsatdowncussingunderhisbreath..

Me:Askies?

Guy:Fokmaan!

Me:eTaxinikabani?(Inmytaxi?)

Guy:IntoabayaziyoukuhlalaeFrontseat,ukubala

nex(Allthattheyknowisthefrontseat,theydon't

evenknowhowtocount)

Me:Angekengibusyng'khulumanaweintoeningi(I

won'targuewithyou)

Guy:Orwhat?

Ilaughedwhileshakingmyhead...

Me:Ngiyanyelwala

IopenedthedoorandSasaheldmeback...Sasa:

It'sokayI'llpaythemoneythat'sshortjustleave

him

Hegotupandopenedthedooragain..

Me:SizohlanganaNjayami(Wewillmeetagain)

Sasa'sfriend:AkashushuuBrothers(Laughing)



HelookedatSasa'sfriend...

Guy:Voetsekwenanonkroyi!

Hebangedthedoor,that'swhenIlostmycooland

reversed,myintentionsweretoliterallybumphim

andthenrunhimover..

Peopleinthetaxistartedtalking,thewomenwere

screaming..

Sasa:Banzahayimyeke!(Banzaleavehim)

.

Tobecontinued
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POWER

IwashappythatmyParentswerenotathome

whenKelsoarrived.Theydon'tlikehimthatmuch..

HonestlyspeakingIhateKelso'srelationshipwith

Nongcebo,andapartofmecanseethathehas

fallendeeplyinlovewithher.Theygettingmarried



thisweekend,Theydon'tevenknoweachotherthat

wellbutheresheisshehasturnedhim.Kelsoand

Marriage?That'swaterandoil.Heneverspoke

aboutmarriagebackwhenweweregoingout,he

hasnevertreatedmethesamewaythathe's

treatingher.Sheevenliveswithhim,shehas

completelytakenover..

Kelsohasneverputanywomanaboveme,ever

sinceNongcebocameshehasbeenapaininthe

ass.Hakeemisnotsick,Ijustmadeupalietoget

himhere.TheonlythingIdidwastogivehim

Panadotoknockhimout.Heisslowlydriftingaway

fromme,hedoesn'tevenwantmecomingtohis

houseanymore.Hehastotallyshrinkedmybudget,

henowonlygivesmemoneyforHakeem.Nomore

extramoneyfromhim..

Him:Whereishe?

Me:Ifinallyputhimtosleep

Him:Howishe?

Me:He'sstillbad



Him:ShouldwetakehimtotheDr?

Me:Ithinkweshouldwaitabitandseehowhewill

bewhenhewakesup

Ilookedathishand,itwasswollen..

Me:Whathappenedtoyourhand?

Him:Ihadabitofanaccident

Me:DidyoubeatNongcebo?

Hegavemeaseriouslook..

Him:Whywouldyouthinkthat?

Me:I'mjust-

Him:I'dneverlaymyhandonher,notnow..Not

ever

Me:That'shardtobelieveconsideringwhoyouare

Him:Ididn'thither,I'dneverhither.She'sthat

specialtomeandthat'showmuchIloveher.Ilove

herenoughtonotraisemyhandonher

Iswallowed..

Me:OkayIdon'tknowifyouwannawaitbut..



Him:Youcancallmewhenhewakesup

Me:Kelsowedon'thavetobeenemies,I'mnotyour

enemy..Canweatleasttrytogetalongwitheach

otherforthesakeofHakeem?

Me:Callmewhenhewakesup

Withthat,hemadehiswayout..Iclosedthedoor..

NONGCEBO

Grams:Whereareyoucomingfrom?

Me:Wehadtomeetupwiththelawyerfor

something

Grams:Whatisthat?

Me:Longstory..I'lltellyousomeothertime

Grams:Okay

Me:WhereisKelso?

Grams:ThelasttimeIcalledhimhesaidhewas

goingtoPower'shouse

Me:Ohw



Grams:Nongceboiseverythingokaybetweenyou

andKelso?

Ifakedasmile..

Me:Wefine

Grams:Doyoupray?Haveyouevergonetochurch

before?

Me:Iamnotmuchofabeliever

Grams:Maybeyoucancometochurchwithme

someothertime

Me:I'dlikethat...Letmegoandliedownabit

Grams:OkaySisi

SOLE

IwasbackatthehouseandIhadmybackagainst

thewall.TheroomwasspinningandIhadaterrible

headache,somuchthatIcouldn'tseeclearly..

Sandi:Snowflake?

Icouldn'ttellexactlywhereshewasstandingsoI



hadtofollowthesoundofhervoice..

Her:Areyouokay?

Irubbedmyeyes..

Me:I'mgood

Her:Whyareyoustandingthere?

Me:Iwasjustthinking

Iwentdownwithmybackstillagainstthewallso

thatIcouldsitdownonthefloor..

Me:Sitnexttome

Her:Thisisveryweirdbutokay

Shesatdownandlaidherheadonmyshoulder..

Me:Ifweeverthinkofgettingmarried,doyouthink

wewouldturnoutlikeKelsoandNongcebo?

IranmyhandaroundheruntilIfoundherhandthen

Iheldit..

Me:Thatcouldneverbeus

Her:That'swhyweshouldalwayscommunicate

abouteverything,lackofcommunicationwillputa



strainonourrelationship

Me:That'sverytrue

Guiltcameoverme..

Me:Howareyoufeelingnow?

Her:I'mfeelingbetter

Me:Gladtohearthat

Iclosedmyeyes..

Her:Wegoingtosithereuntilwhen?

Me:Justforacoupleofminutes

Her:Areyouhavingoneofyourepisodesagain?

Isighed..

Me:Justaheadachethat'sall

Her:Somethingthatweshouldworryabout?

Me:NotatallI'llbeokay...Thepersonthatwe

shouldworryaboutisyou,makesureyougoodat

alltimes

Her:Let'sworryaboutthebothofus



Me:I'lldoallworryingforthebothofusandyou

candoalltherelaxingforthe3ofus

Her:MaybeIcangetussomesnackswhilstwe

sittinghere,probablydragtheTVtoocloser

Webothlaughed..

Her:Iloveyousomuch

Me:Iloveyoutoo

BANZA

Thoughmyangerwasreallyencouragingmeto

causeascenebutrealitykickedin.Ican'trisk

actingimpulsive,Imightjustlosemyjoborgetinto

serioustrouble..

Sasa:Thankyou

Me:Nothankyouformakingmeseereason

Sasa:Haveanicedayke

Me:Wait

Shelookedatme..



Me:MaybeIcangetyournumbersoIcancallyou

whenIhaveboughtyouthehat

Shesmiledandtookoutherphone...

Her:Okay

NONGCEBO

Kelsowalkedin...

Ihadjustputthecanexvcreamandthesoapon

thebed.Iwasreadingtheinstructions..Wastoo

latetoputthemaway

Me:Hi

Him:HiNongcebo

Helookedatthem..

Me:Igotthemfromthepharmacy,Ihavebeen

experiencingsome...It'safemalething

Him:Whatsafemalething?

Me:IhavesomeirritationIthinkit'scausedbythe

injection



Him:Didyouconsult?

Me:NoIdidn't

Him:Forhowlonghaveyouhadit?

Me:It'sbeenawhile

Him:Andyouneverbotheredtotellmebecause?

Me:Ididn'tknowhowtotellyou,Ifeltembarrassed

Him:It'snotmyfirsttimehavingagirlfriend,Iknow

womengothroughalotofthings.Discussingsuch

thingswithmeisveryimportant.SoIknowwhat's

goingonwithyouandunderstandthatwecan't

havesex

Me:I'msorry

Him:Tomorrowweshouldconsult,it'sbetterto

consultsoyouknowexactlywhattherootofthe

problemisthantojustgetthingsoverthecounter

Inodded..

Me:Iunderstand

Ilookedathishand..



Me:Whathappenedtoit?

Him:Ihadanaccident

Me:Andyouneverbotheredtotellmebecause?

HelaughedandIlaughedtoo...

Me:Letmesee

Iwalkeduptohimandcheckedit..

Me:Itlooksbadlyhurt,isitpainful?

Him:NoSkatit'snotpainful,withmyfingers

possiblybrokenIfeelnopainatall(Sarcasm)

Ichuckled..

Me:Don'tbelikethat,I'mjusttryingtohelp

Ilookedatitforawhile..

Me:Didyouconsult?

Hedidn'tsayanything.Imovedmyeyestohimand

foundhimlookingatme..

Him:Youverybeautifuldoyouknowthat?

Heputhisotherhandonmychin..



Me:NowIknow

Him:AndIloveyouverymuch

Me:That'ssadbecauseIdon'tloveyouatall

Him:Youdon'thaveachoice

Me:I'mjustmarryingyouforthesakeofmarrying

youbecauseIdon'tseeanyothergirlagreeingto

marryyou

Hegentlypulledmyhair..

Him:Whatwasthat?

Me:Itwasnothingdon'tgettoopersonal(laughing)

Hewalkedoverandheldthesmalltube..

Him:Sohowareyousupposedtousethis?

Me:Iwasjustreadingtheinstructions,IthinkI

insertitdeepinsidetotransferthecream

Him:Whatadaytobealive..Iwannadoit

Me:No..Idon'ttrustyou,youshoveitfarupmy

coochie

Him:I'mjusttryingtohelp



Itookthetube..

Me:ThankyoubutI'lldoitmyself

Itookthecreamandthesoap..

Me:Letmegobath

Him:Okay..Weshouldgooutlateron?

Me:Youaskingmeonadate?

Him:I'mjusttakingyououtforthesakeoftaking

youout,Idon'tseeanyoneelsetakingyouout

Me:Yeahwhatever(laughing)

ItfeltbettertellingKelsoaboutthis,Heactually

handleditbetterthanIthought..

.
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KELSO

FRIDAY

Theweddingexpensesreallyhitmypockethard,

harderthanIthought.Weweremeanttohavea

smallweddingbutmyGrandmotherdecidedtocall

ourrelativesandinvitethem.Weweresittingona

guestlistof30peoplenow..Worsemostplaces

toldusthatitwasshortnotice,soIhadtopayextra

justforthemtohelpus.Thevenuewasthemost

expensiveone,Solesharedintheexpensesby

payingthecateringcompany,transportationand

thecake.Theextrapaymentsdoneweretheones

thathitthemost..

Me:Youshouldn'thaveman

Sole:Takeitasaweddinggiftfromme

NongcebotoldmeaboutthethingsthatMakhathini

leftforthem.AtleastBongekawillbeabletopay



herownschoolfees,whilstNongceboiskeeping

hermoneyfornextyearwhenshegoestoschool..I

didn'tknowhowtofeelaboutthat,Ireallywantedto

coverhertuition.Anindependentwomanturnsto

bedisrespectfulattimes..

Sole:HasStallionhityouup?

Me:Notatall

Sole:Wegoingtoneedhimforournextheist

Me:Wecanreplacehim

Sole:It'srisky..Wecan'tbringsomeonenewthat

wecan'ttrust

Me:Wedon'teventrustStallionanymore

Sole:Weshouldtalktohimafterthewedding,see

wherehisloyaltylies.Weneedtocleartheair

Me:Verytrue

Wewereplayingpool..

NONGCEBO



Thecreamandthesoapseemedtobeworking.

SinceIstartedusingthem,theirritationandthebad

odourweregone.Ididn'tevenhavetoconsult,but

Kelsohasrestrainedfromintercourse.Hewanted

tomakesurethatIwascompletelyfinebeforewe

starttobesexualagain..

Wewereoutside,atthebackyardaroundthefire.It

wasMe,Sandisiwe,andKelso'sclosecousin

Mandisa.Hiseldersliterallymademecookoutside..

Istillcan'tbelievethattomorrowisthebigday,the

firsttimewhenwetalkedaboutthis.Itseemedlike

wewerejustplaying,andIcan'tbelievewepulledit

offatsuchshortnotice.ThiswholeweekKelsohad

temporarilymovedinwithSole,atfirstIwantedto

betheonetemporarilymovingoutbuthiselders

saidotherwise.Theywantedmehere,soIspend

moretimewiththemsothattheycangettoknow

mebetter.Hisunclewasn'thappywithhowthings

wereplayingout.Nolobola,therightprotocol

wasn'tfollowed.Notforgettingthatnofamily

memberofminewasgoingtoshowup.Saidour



weddingisdestinedfordoom,thingsweren't

carriedouttherightway.OntheotherhandIliked

hisAunties.Theyverysweetandfun,especially

aftertheyhavehadafewtodrink.Theytheones

whohavebeenhelpingmethewholeweekandalso

teachingmehowawifeismeanttocarryherself.

Kelsoisveryblessedtohavesuchalovingfamily..

Sandi:I'mgladSoleiscoloured,becausewowI

can'tdoallofthis.Imaginemynails,awedding

ceremonyisatemporalthingbutthedripisforever

MandisaandIlaughed..

Me:Mynailsarefine

Mandisa:Ican'tbelieveKelsoisgettingmarried,it

stillfeelslikeadream

Sandi:Suchthingshappen

MandisaisatUJandshehasagreedtohelpme

applynextyeartoavoidbeingscammedagain..

OneofKelso'sAuntiescametous,withaglassof

beerinherhand..

Auntie:Kuyakanjani?(Howisitgoing)



Mandisa:Umlilouthathakancance(Thefireisvery

slow)

Auntie:Izandlazenuzithambile(Yourhandsare

soft)

Wewereinstructedtocooktripe(Mogodu)

Shewalkedoverandopenedthepot..

Auntie:Weeeeesiyohanjiswayisisula(wegoingto

getarunningstomach)

Anotheroneshowedupsinging,shehasabitofa

deepvoiceandshe'stheonethatbringsfunin

everything..

Auntie2:"eBrakpanemadikareni,kdalabesibuza..

DaliUyeyeni,Uyeyeni,Uyeyeni"(Singing)

Auntie1:EyyawubambelaNtombela(holdthis

Ntombela)

Shegavehertheglassofbeer,Ntombelagulpedit

down..

Auntie:Kodwamanjeyini?(whatareyoudoingnow)

Ntombela:Ngekewabambisaumuntuutshwala



(Youcan'taskapersontoholdalcoholforyou)

Auntie1:AyylentoyenuNongcebo(Thisthingof

yoursNongcebo)

Ntombela:UmbetheinguboemanziuNongcebo,

wanyafakangakaumlilongathiizoloububheke

phezulu(YouarewearingawetblanketNongcebo,

thisfireisdisappointingasiflikeyouhadsexlast

night)

Mandisa:KodwaMamkhulu

Ntombela:Mhlambeusishayashayilenje

wanyonyobaizoloebsuku(Maybeyouevensnuck

outlastnight)

Me:Maraazange(Ididn't)

Auntie1:LandaiBeerNtombelaubuyile(Gofetch

thebeerandthencomeback)

AuntieNtombelawalkedaway..

Me:CanIpleasebeexcused

Auntie1:YisolesingisiNongceboesinenzaso

(Englishisthereasonwhyyoucan'tpreparefire)



Iwalkedawayandwenttothebathroom.Forsome

reasonthismorningIwokeupwithcrampsinmy

womb,morelikeperiodpains.Itwassofunny

becauseIhaven'thadmyperiodsinaverylong

timetimebecauseoftheinjection.Itookapadand

andwenttothebathroomtothechangetheoneI

hadon.Thebloodwasmixedwithdischarge

thoughwhichwasabitconfusing.Ichangedthe

padandthendisposeditinthesmallbin.Iwashed

myhandsanddrankpainkillers,thenIwrappeda

towelaroundmywaisttokeepwarm.Itwasabit

cold..

SASA

Banzaaskedmeoutforbreakfast,healsowanted

togivememyhatthatheboughtforme..

Me:Younotrankingtoday?

Him:IamI'llgobacktothetaxirankafterthis

Me:Okay

Him:CanIaskyousomething?



Me:Yes

Him:TomorrowI'mgoingtomybestfriend's

wedding,Iwouldlikeyoutobemydate

Me:Wowuhm..Idon'tevenhaveanoutfit

Him:Iknowit'sshortnoticeI'msorry

Hetookouthiswallet..

Me:Noit'sokay,IwillaskmySistertoborrowme

oneofherdresses

Him:Areyousure?

Me:Yes

Mybiggestproblemwhenitcomestodatingis

askingmoneyoracceptingmoneyfrommy

boyfriend.IknowBanzaandIwenotreallydating

butstillacceptingmoneyfromhimdoesn'tsitwell

withMe..Iknowit'sweirdbutmyBabydaddyisthe

reasonwhyIfindthisgestureawkward.Heusedto

throwslycommentsthatwomenaregolddiggers

andwhatnot.Hewasreallyajerkthatmademeto

bescaredofbeinginarelationshipagain...



NONGCEBO

Ntombela:BambaNongceboithionetwothree

nyana(takethisanddrink)

Shehandedmetheglassofbeer..

Me:Changiyabonga(Nothankyou)

Ntombela:Haibo!Wenauyosincishautshwala(You

goingtodeclineusalcohol)

Myphonestartedringing,itwasGertrude..

GertrudehasbeencallingmealotaskinghowIam

andallthat.VeryunusualImustsay..Imovedaway

fromeveryonetoanswerthecall..

Me:Hello

Her:Hi..Howareyou?

Me:I'mwellandyou?

Her:I'mgoodjustwantedtoseehowyouholding

upsinceit'syourbigdaytomorrow

Me:I'mabitnervousbut..

Her:It'sunderstandable



Me:Youshouldcometotheweddingtomorrow,if

youwant

Her:I'dlovetoo

Me:I'lltextyouthedetails

Her:Noproblem

Isawtwowomenapproaching..

Me:Ihavetogo..Bye

Her:Bye

Iwaitedforthemtogettothegate,onehadacloth

thattraditionalhealerswearovertheirshoulders

mostofthetime..

Me:Sanibonani(Greetings)

Theylookedatme,theonewiththeclothreplied..

Her:Nongcebo

Me:YeboMa

Her:Sazesahlangana(wemeetatlast)

Me:IngabeuMaubani?(Whoareyou)

Shegavemeasidesmile..



Her:NginguMamncanekaMakhathini(Iam

Makhathini'sAunt)

.
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NONGCEBO

Whataretheydoinghere?Howdidtheyfindme?

Aunty:Singakhuluma(Canwetalk)

Me:Yebo(Yes)

Aunty:Singangenasikhulume(Wecangoinand



talk)

Me:Cha..Singakhulumakhonala(No..Wecantalk

here)

TheotherAuntythatwaswithherlaughedand

clappedherhands..

Aunty:Asizelangaokuningi..Sizocelausinikezonke

izintozakaZulu(Wenotheretodiscussalotof

things..WewantZulu'sthings)

Me:Angizwakahle(Idon'tunderstand)

Her:Siyaziukuthiushiyelewenakonke,manje

sizocelawenaukhulumeneloya,ushinsthekonke

ukulethengakithi(Weknowhelefteverythingfor

you,wewantyoutospeaktothelawyerandhave

everythingsignedovertous)

Me:Ngiyaxolisakodwangekengikhoneukukwenza

lokho(I'msorrybutIcan'tdothat)

Aunty:Uthini?(Whatareyousaying)

Me:uZuluuninkeminanoBongekakonkeokwakhe

(ZululefteverythingtomeandBongeka)

Aunty2:Ubulaleumfowethu,mowuceda



engakabandinokubandawuweloyawehlawenyuka

uzohlalanesokalakho!Yisoisizathusakhosokuthi

Ubulaleubafoukuzotholaizintozakheozozidla

nesokalakho?(Youkilledmybrother,afterthatyou

movedinwithyourboyfriend!Isthatthereason

whyyoukilledhim?Tohavehismoneyand

everythingelsesothatyoucanspendeverything

withyourboyfriend?)

Me:Umangabeyimiengimubulalilekubengisejele

manje(IfIhadkilledhim,Iwouldbeinjailrightnow)

Aunty1:UngalingeNongcebo!Awaziukuthiudelela

abobani(Don'tyoudare!,youknowwhoyou

disrespecting)

Aunty2:Mhlambenalomshadoowenzakalayo

ksasa,ubhadalalwengemalikabhuti(Thiswedding

must'vebeenpaidforwithMakhathini'smoney)

Me:Umakungekhookunye,ngiyabonga(Ifthere's

nothingelse,thankyou)

Makhathani'sAuntgavemeaconnivingsmile..

Her:Unyatheleinyokaemsileni(Youhavejust

provockedasnake)



Theyturnedbackandwalkedaway...

KELSO

IdrovetothePrisontoseemyFather,Solestayed

behindinthecar..

Me:Would'vebeengoodtohaveyouatthewedding

tomorrow

Him:Don'tsweatit...AlthoughIstillhaven'tmetmy

daughterinlaw,I'mstartingtothinkthatyou

ashamedofme

Ilaughed..

Me:You'llmeether

Him:Youseemoff..What'swrong?

Me:SoleandIweareonemanshort

Him:Whathappenedtotheotherguy?

Me:Idon'tthinkhewantstorollwithusanymore,

wascheckingifyoudon'thaveanyoneonthe

outsidethatwecantrust



Him:Sothat'swhyyoucamehere..Ishould've

known

Me:ComeonPops

Him:IfIgiveyouoneofmyguysIwantacut

Me:Wewillgiveandhimsomething

Him:I'llmakeafewcalls

Me:Thankyou

Him:Whatareyouguyslookingat?

Me:Fedilitytruck

Hewhistled..

Him:Careful

Me:Atalltimes

IlookedaroundandIsawsomePrisonersittingnot

farfromuswithwhatseemedlikealawyer..

Me:Whoisthenewguy?

Myfatherturnedandlookedathim..

Dad:ModridMartinezhewastransferredhere

about2weeksago



Hislegsandhishandswerebothcuffed..

Me:He'sdangerous?

Dad:Theydon'ttrusthimyet

Me:What'sheinfor?

Dad:Idon'tknow..Hedoesn'tspeakthatmuch

Me:Isee

Modridlookedatme,andIlookedathim..

Dad:I'llmakeafewcallsthenI'llgetbacktoyou

Me:Okaythankyou

Isawthelawyergivinghimsomethingunderthe

table..

Ilookedattheguardwhodidn'tseeanything,I

lookedatModridagain...Hegavemeanod,Igave

himanodtoo..

NONGCEBO

AfterthatwholetalkwithMakhathini'sAunties,I

rangGetrudetotellherwhathappened..



Her:Zuluhasawill,hesignedeverythingtoyouand

hisDaughter.There'snothingtheycando

Isatdownonthebed..

Her:Ifyouwantwecangetarestrainingorder

againstthemsothattheystayawayfromyou

Me:Yespleaselet'sdothat,becauseIdon'tthink

theywillstop

Her:Okaywewilldoitafterthewedding

Me:Thankyou

Her:Youwelcome..Justblockthemout,tryto

focusonyourwedding..Yougettingmarried

tomorrow

Me:ThankyouverymuchGetrude

Her:YouwelcomemyDear

Ihungup...

Iftheywereabletogethere,thatmeansthey

stayingatMakhathini'shouse.Idon'twantthe

house,Bongekadoesn'twantittoo.MaybeIcan

giveitofftothem,maybetheywillbackoff...



IcalledKelso..

Him:Skat

Me:HeyBabe

Him:Changedyourmind?

Ichuckled..

Me:No..Ofcoursenot,Ijustmissyou

Him:Imissyoutoo

Me:Canyoupassbyatthepharmacyandgetme

painkillersforperiodpains,strongpainkillers

Him:I'lldothat..Youonyourperiods?

Me:Yes

Him:That'sbad...Isthewhitedressgoingtowork?

Me:I'llbeokayBabe..Justgetmethepainkillers

Him:Areyouaskingororderingme?

Me:I'masking

Him:OkayI'llgetthem

Me:Thankyou



Him:Iloveyou

Me:Iloveyoutoo

BANZA

Iwaseatinglunchatthetaxirankwiththeother

drivers..There'sawomanwhosellstakeawaysat

thetaxirank..

Bobby:HaikeMadodaithiumuntuanishiyeayolala

kancance(Letmeleaveyouandgoandrestabit)

Cheese:Sobuyesikubonemnaks(wewillseeyou

later)

Hegotupandwentwashhishandsthenhewentto

histaxi..

Cheese:AwwMbhemisokesikukhumuleksasa(We

goingtomissyoutomorrow)

Me:KahleIhaba(don'texaggerate)

Cheese:Bafakaubaniksasa?(who'sgoingto

relieveyoutomorrow)

Me:BafakeuMaphayi(Maphayi)



Cheese:Aweeehisithithizeliesingaka(Maphayiisa

fool)

Ilaughed..Iranmyeyesaroundaswecontinued

eatingandtalking,thenjustbythetoiletsIsawthe

oldwomanagain.Shewasstandingthereand

lookingatus,whatwasdifferentabouthertodayis

thatshewasholdingasmallbag.Thatbagof

bonesthattraditionalhealershave.Sameoutfitand

shehadnoshoeson..

Cheese:Mbhemikungenawenamanje(It'syour

turn)

Ilookedathim..

Cheese:HambaphelauyongenaMbhemi(It'syour

turn)

Ilookedatthetoiletsagainandshewasn'tthere...

NONGCEBO

Thecrampswerestartingtobeunbearable,Iwas

literallyrollinginbed..

Sandi:NongceboIthinkweshouldgotothe



hospital

Ishookmyhead..

Me:Ican'tbeadmitted,Iamgettingmarried

tomorrow

Sandi:Butyouinpainandyouburningupreallybad

Me:Kelsoiscomingwithpainkillers,Ijustneed

somethingstrong

Sandi:LetmecallSoleagainandaskwherethey

are

ShewalkedoutasMandisamadeherwayin

Mandisa:Here

Me:Whatisthat?

Mandisa:GrandmothersaidIshouldgiveyouthis

Grandpa

ItooktheGrandpaheadachepowder..

Me:Thankyou

Mandisa:Plusit'scoldIthinkthat'swhythecramps

arebad



Idrankit..

Me:Thankyou

Her:Trytogetsomerestokay?I'llgetyouahot

bottleforthecrampsokay?

Me:Okay..Thankyouverymuch

Her:Okay

Shewalkedout.JustwhenIwasabouttolaymy

headdownagainonthepillow,Ihadthisintense

urgetovomit.Iquicklygotoutofbedandrantothe

bathroomtovomit..

.
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NONGCEBO

WhenKelsodeliveredthepillsandItooktwoof

them,afterafewminutesthecrampssiezed.Iwas

abletohaveapeacefulrestthoughIwasveryweak

fromvomiting.Solewastheonewhocameinto

dropthepillssinceKelsowasforbiddentoseeme..

WhenIwokeuplateronItookawarmbaththen

Kelso'sGrandmothercameinandaskedmeifwe

couldpray.PrayforGodtodoawaywithanyevil

surroundingthedaytomorrow.

Shelittwocandles,awhiteoneandaredone..

Me:Whatarethecandlesfor?

Grams:Redsignifiesdefeatingtheenemyandany

evilthatmightbesurroundingtheeventfor

tomorrow.Whitesignifieslight,forlightto



overpowerandshinebrightmorethanthedarkness

thatissetforthfortomorrow

Me:Isee

Her:Doyouknowhowtopray?

Me:Idon't,it'sbeenyears

Her:Whydidyoustop?

Me:Whenyou'vebeenthroughwhatI'vebeen

through,youenduplosinghope,faithandGod's

existence.YouaskyourselfwhyGodturnedablind

eyeandadeafearandallowedmetobeviolated

whenIwasyoung

Ibecameawifeforcefullytosomeonethatwas

meanttobeaParenttome.Hetookawayapartof

methatI'llnevergetback.Mademehavealotof

questions.Whydidmyparentsabandonme?Where

arethey?Whytheynevershowedupnoreven

botheredtolookforme?

Shesighed..

Her:Iamsorrythatyouwentthroughallofthat,it

wasn'tyourfault.Youfellvictimtothehandsofa



cruelMan,butnowyouhavealottobegratefulfor

Me:Idon'tthinkso

Her:Yougettingmarriedtomorrowdidyoueven

thinkthatwasgoingtohappen?Youleftthatman

andlooknowyourlifeisstartingtomakesense.

Sometimesweconcentratemoreonthenegative

andforgettoappreciateeventhelittlepositive

thingsthatarehappeningaroundus.Youthinkthat

youdon'thavemuchtobethankfulforbecauseof

thepainyoustillfeeldeepdown,butyouhavealot

tobegratefulfor.MyhardheadedGrandsonthat

usedtoplaywomenleftandrightchoseyoutobe

hiswife,helovedandchoseyoutospendtherest

ofhislifewith

Ichuckled..

Her:Youhavetofamiliarizeyourselfwithpraying,

youneedtobelieveinsomething.Believingin

somethinggivesyouhope,itmakesyouget

throughlifeobstaclesevenwhentheyseemhardto

getover

Me:Idon'tevenknowwhattosay



Her:Yousaywhateveritisthatisinyourheart.It's

nodifferentfromtalkingtosomeone

Inodded..

Her:Wouldyoulikemetoleaveyousoyoucanpray

alone?

Me:Noit'sfine

Sheheldmyhandaswebothclosedoureyes..

Me:"GodIknowthatI'mnotperfect,there'sthings

thatIhavedonethatI'mnotproudof.Wrongasit

was,butitfeltliketheonlywayoutofthesituation.

Iaskforyourforgiveness,asIforgiveyoutoofor

everythingI'vewentthroughandyoudidnotcome

tomyrescue.Iamabouttoembarkonajourney

thatIbelieveit'sbeautifulandIdeserveit.Ideserve

tobehappy..Amen"

Grams:"Weprayforthewholeofheaventoshine

thelighttomorrowaswebelievethatthisunionwas

foundedinyourlove.WeprayLord,thatwhoeveris

againstwhat'smeanttotakeplacetomorrowmay

theyfeelthewrathofthewarriorangels.Youknow

themLord,youknowwhattheyhavepurposed,you



knowwhereNongcebo'snamewassaid,youknow

whentheysaiditandyouknowwhytheysaidit.We

arehumanbeings,weonlyseewhat'sinfrontofus,

wedon'tseebeyondwhatyouhaveallowedusto

see.ThereforeIprayinJesus'namethatnohuman

inthisworldshallwin,IprayforthebloodofJesus

togobeforeusandwipeawayeveryevilinourpath.

Ipraythat-"

Weheardthesoundofthethunder..

Grams:"JustlikehowyoudealtwiththeEgyptians

astheypersecutedtheIsraelitesmayyoudoso

withtheenemiessatforthinourpath"

Shecontinuedprayingasthethunderhadnomercy,

itwaslikeitwashittingnexttoourearsinthe

room...

BANZA

Allofasuddenitjustwantedtorain.Therewas

lightingandthunder,cloudsgatheredandtherewas



thisdisturbingwind.Iwillneverunderstandhowthe

weathercanjustchangelikethat...

IgothometomyMotherinbed,shedidn'tlook

good..MyDadwasnotaround..

Me:Whatswrong?

Sheseemedlikeshewasinpain..

Her:Mylegs

Me:Whatswrongwiththem?

Her:TodaytheywereveryheavywhenIwokeup,it

wasevenhardtowalk.Nowtheyburningagainso

muchIhadtotakeoffmysocks.Theburning

sensationusuallycomesverylateatnightbuttoday

itvisitedmeveryearly

Icheckedherlegs,theyseemedtobeabitswollen

andtouchingthemtheywerehard..

Me:Whendidthisstart?

Her:It'sbeenawhile

Me:Whydidn'tyousayanything?



Her:Ithoughtitwassomethingthatwasgoingto

passbut..

Me:WhereisDad?

Her:HewentouttogetustakeawayssinceIwon't

beabletocooktonight

Shetouchedherlegsandthenclosedhereyes..

Me:I'mcallinghimsowecantakeyoutothe

hospital

IwalkedouttocallmyDad..

NONGCEBO

Idon'twannalie,Ifeltabitlighterafterpraying.Like

IhadjustpouredouteverythingthatIhadbeen

bottlingdeepinside.Ifeltlikeabitoftheburden

thatIhadonmyshoulderswasslightlylifted..After

ourprayersessionshetoldmenottoblowoutthe

candles,Ishouldletthemburnanddieoutontheir

own.Ijusthavetokeepaneyeonthemsothey

don'tburndowntheplace.ShetoldmeIhaveto



praybeforeIgotosleepandalsoataround

00:00am/3:00aminthemorning...

Sandihandedmemyplate..

Me:Thankyou

Her:Howareyoufeelingnow?

Me:MuchbetterIwon'tlie

Her:That'sgood

Shedidn'tlookthatmuchhappy..

Me:Areyouokay?

Her:I'mokay,IjustmissSolethat'sall

Me:Onlyafewhourstogountiltomorrow

Her:TomorrowaftertheweddingI'mgoingbackto

myplace

Me:Thankyouagainforbeinghere

Her:It'sokay

Me:Ijustwanteverythingtogowelltomorrow..

Her:Everythingisgoingtogowelldon'tworry



(Silence)

Her:MyAuntcalledme,saysshe'scomingtothe

weddingtomorrowsheknowsyou

Me:YourAunt?

Her:Gertrude

Me:OhwyesMakhathini'slawyer..She'saverynice

womanIlikeher

Her:Iwasshocked

Me:Thismightsoundweirdbut..Shelookslike

Kelsoalot

Her:I'mgladsomeonesaidit!

Me:Thinkingofit,Kelso'sMomleftthemwhenthey

wereveryyoung

Shelookedatmewithhereyeswideopen..

Me:Whatif??

Her:Noways!MyAuntwouldn'tkeepsuchasecret

fromus..Shewouldneverabandonedherkids,

she'snotthatkindofaperson.She'saveryloving

Mother



Me:WellmaybeI'mjustreadingtoomuchintothe

situation

Her:Yesmaybeyouare

BANZA

MyDadcamebackandhecarriedmyMothertothe

taxi..

Me:Whydidn'tyoutellmethatshewasn'tfeeling

well?

Dad:YouknowhowstubbornyourMotheris

Ma:Weforgotmytoiletbag

Dad:I'llgoandgetit

Hewalkedbackintothehousetogetit..

Me:Areyoufeelingcomfortable?

Ma:I'mokaythankyou

Me:Okay

MyDadwastakinglong,soIdecidedtowalkback



intothehouseandseewhatwaskeepinghim..

WhenIwasatthegate,abouttwohousesaway

fromminetheoldwomanwasstandingthere.She

waslookingatmeandshestretchedherhandout

tome,thehandhandthatwasholdingthebagof

bones..

IlookedatherforaverylongtimeuntilmyFather

pokedmeontheshoulder..

Him:Let'sgo

Ilookedathimandthenlookedather,shewasn't

thereanymore..

KELSO

SoleandIwewereatthePubjustchillingand

havingagoodtime.HewasdrinkingaNon-

alcoholicbeer,Ilookedathisglassandchuckled..

Me:Whydon'tyoujustgetjuiceandcallitanight?

Him:I'mtryingtofitin

Me:Yeahwhatever



Igotup..

Me:I'mcoming..WannacallNongceboandsee

howshe'sholdingup

Him:Cool

IwalkedouttocallNongcebowhenIaccidentally

bumpedintothisotherladyatthedoor.Herbottle

ofIceTropezthathewasholdingfell..

Her:Whoooamarake

Iglanceddownatitandthenmyeyesmovedupto

her.AbeautifulyellowbonethatwasveryFustrated

withmerightnow...

Her:Maravele..Notaskies,nonothing?

Me:Itwasn'tonpurpose

Her:Ngobayouwereonyourphonenjena?

Me:MynameisKelso

Her:Nelisiwe

Me:CanIbuyyouanotherone?

Her:Veleyouhavenochoice!



Ilaughedandshookmyhead..

Me:Okaylet'sgetanotherone

Wewalkedbackinside..

.

Tobecontinued
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BANZA

Publichospitalstendtobeamessattimes,

especiallywhenanambulancedidn'tbringyou.

EventhoughwegotawheelchairformyMotherbut

theystillgaveusrunarounds..

Itwasreallystressful,Idon'twannabeherethe

wholenight,Iwannamakesureshe'ssettledbefore

IgohomesotomorrowmorningIcanwakeupand

gotoNongcebo'swedding..Whentheyfinally

attendedtoherIwalkedoutsidetocallSasa..

Sasa:Hi



Me:Areyoualreadysleeping?

Shelaughed...

Sasa:WewatchingtheQueen

Me:HopeI'mnotdisturbingyou

Sasa:Notatall..Iseverythingokay?

Sasaisaveryhumbleperson.Alwayscalmand

wellspoken..

Me:Everythingisokay..I'matthehospital

Sasa:Whathappened?Howiseverythingokayokay

whenyouatthehospital?

Me:It'smymother

Sasa:Isshealright?

Me:Ihopeso..Herlegsaregivingheraproblem

Sasa:Howso?

Me:Shesaystheyheavy,andtheyburningtodayit

seemslikeshewasinbedthewholeday

Sasa:Haveyouguysthoughtaboutconsultinga

traditionalhealerorsomething?Soundsmore



ancestral

Me:Youthink?

Her:YesbuthearwhattheDoctorsaysfirst

Me:I'lldothat,thankyousoomuch

Her:Youwelcome

Me:Goodnight

Her:Goodnight

NONGCEBO

Kelso'sphonewasoff,sounlikehimtonotcallme

andsaygoodnight..

Mandisa:"Can'twaittillIgethome

Babydialyournumber

Canyoupickupthephone

CauseIwannaholla

Daydreamin'aboutyoualldayinschoolcant



concentrate

Wannahaveyourvoiceinmyeartillmamacome

andsayitstoolate"

SandiandMandisaweresingingtheirlungsout,

MandisawasdrinkingandSandimixedcranberry

juicewithdryredwine.Toldheralcoholisnotgood

forthebabyshetoldmeshemixeditandit'snot

likeshe'sgoingtodrinkthewholebottlejustone

glass.IthinkthestressofmissingSolewasgetting

toher,Imeantheyseemliketheyalwaystogether..

Sandi:Nongcebovoetsekcomeon!

Irolledmyeyes..

Sandi:ThisisyourBachelorettepartywecan'tdrink

andhaveyoulayingonthebedlookingallstressed

Mandisa:Shehasapointthough

Me:I'msickguys..Notreallyinthemoodtodrink

Sandi:Ungazositshelaumnqunduwakhoyezwa?

(Don'ttellusyourarse)

Mandisalaughed..



Me:Howmanyglassesdidshehave?

Mandisa:Notreallysure

Me:Hidethebottle,thisisnotgood

Mandisa:OkayI'lldoso

Sandicontinueddrinkingandsinging,herphone

vibratedonthebed.ItwasSole,Itookitwithouther

seeing..

Me:NongceboHi

Sole:Hey

Me:Hi..Ican'thearyouclearlyholdon

Igotupandwalkedout..

Sandi:Yeeeywenayourshitshitshitshit!Iwon't

finishthiswinealone!!!

Myheartalmoststoppedassheyelledthat,I

quicklywentoutside..

Me:Hey

Hekeptquiet..

Me:Sole?



Him:IsSandidrinking?

Me:Noshe'snotdrinking

Him:Sowhyareyouansweringherphone?

Me:SandiandKelso'scousinarejustsingingan-

Him:Whyareyouansweringherphone?Putheron?

Me:SolewhereisKelso?

Him:Kelsohasaphone

Me:I'vebeentryingtocallhimbuthisphoneisoff

Him:PutSandionthephone

Me:Okayshehadmaybeoneglassortw-

Hehungup..

Shit!!

Iwalkedbackin..

Me:Youneedtoshower

Sandi:Why?Ididshowermoss

Me:Iknowbutyouneedtotakesomethingthat's

goingtohelpyousnapoutofit



Sandi:Why?

Me:SolecalledandI..Ianswered

Hereyeswidened..

Me:Heheardyou

Her:Whyareyouansweringmyphonecallsinthe

firstplace?

Me:IjustwantedtofindoutwhereKelsoisbecause

he'sn-

Sheslappedmeacrosstheface..

Her:Youdon'tanswermyphone!Youdon'tanswer

myboyfriend'scalls

Mandisa:OkaySandilet'scalmdown

Sandi:Noyoucalmdown!

Me:I'mgoingtoblamethatonthealcohol

Mandisa:There'snoneedtobeghetto

Sandi:Youwantmetoshowyoughetto?

Me:Wedon'thavetimeforthisSo-

Sheliterallyattackedmeandwebothfellonthe



floor,shecrawleduptomeandsatonmytummy..

Sandi:Iwilldropyoudownlikeabadhabit,Iwill

makeabeautysandwichoutofyou!Iwillgiveyoua

makeoverfortomorrowthatnooneisgoingto

forget!

Me:Getheroffme!

Mandisapulledheroffme..

Islowlygotupandlookedather..

Me:Whatthehelliswrongwithyou?Ifyoucan't

handlealcoholdon'tdrinkit!

Ilimpedmywaytothebed..

Me:Ihaveperiodpainsforgoodnesssake!

KELSO

SolewasnothappywiththefactthatNelitagged

alongwithus.Afterbuyingherafewdrinksand

talkingherfriendsendedupleavingwithouther

becauseshestillwantedtospendmoretimewith

me.Initiallytheplanwastodriveherbacktoher



placebutsheagreedtocomeherewithme..

Solewalkedbackin..

Sole:I'mgoingoutforawhile

Me:Whereareyougoing?

HelookedatNeli..

Sole:ToseeSandiandNgcebo,rememberNgcebo

whoissick?

IlookedatNeliandfakedasmile..

Me:Excuseme

IgotupfromthecouchandgrabbedSole'sarm,

thenIdraggedhimtothekitchen..

Me:Wtf?

Him:No!Whatthefuckareyoudoing?Haveyou

forgottenthattomorrowyougettingmarried?

Me:It'snotlikeI'mgoingtoaskNelitowalkdown

theaislewithNongcebotomorrow,I'mjusttryingto

smashthat'sall



Him:WegotherhereoverafewbottlesofBernin

blush,hasiteveroccurredtoyouthatmaybeshe's

beenfuckedcountlesstimesoverBernin?

Me:AgainI'mnotaskinghertowalkdowntheaisle

withNongcebotomorrow!

Him:Doyou!andI'mpissedthatyougoingtodo

thisatmyhouse!

Me:Whatyougoingtoseethegirlsfor?

Him:IcareaboutmygirlfriendandIwannaseeher

beforeshegoestosleep

Me:Callorsomething,that'swhatcellphonesare

madeforyoudon'thavetodrivealltheway

Him:FuckyouKelso!

Hewalkeduptothedoorandleft..Ishookmyhead

andwentbacktothelounge..

Neli:SoNgcebo?

Isatdownnextdownnexttoher..

Me:Sheisa..Uhm..

Her:Ididn'texpectaguylikeyoutobesingle,I



understandthatthisisjustahookupandnothing

more

Me:Youdothismoreoften?

Her:Nowyouinsultingme

Ilaidbackonthecouch..

Shetookmycigarettesonthetable..

Her:Let'sgooutforasmoke

Webothstoodupandwalkedout,withmefollowing

her...

NONGCEBO

Sandimademycrampstocomebackagain,Iwas

alsoFustratedatthefactthatKelso'sphonewas

off.Myemotionswereamess..

Sandi:Shehadnobusinessans-

Mandisa:Justdrinkuyekeukukhulumakakhulu

(Justdrinkandstoptalkingalot)

Shedranktheglassofwater...



Sandiwentonandontalkingtoomuch,shewas

annoyingthatIgotupandwalkedout.Iwentand

satonthestoepatthefront..

ItriedKelsoagainbuthisphonewasoff..

Me:Kelsoansweryourphone!

Hewasmakingmorefustrated,Ijustwanttotalkto

him...

IwentthroughmycontactlistuntilIbumpedinto

Gertrude'snumber,Irangher..

Sheanswered..

Her:HelloDear

Me:Hi..I'msorrytoringyouthislate

Her:Noit'sokay...

Ibrokedown..

Her:What'swrong?Talktome

Me:NothingmuchI'mjustFustrated,thingsarea

bitoverwhelmingformeatthemoment

Her:Areyouhavingsecondthoughts?



Me:Notentirelybutmorningisapproachingsoon

and...IcalledKelsohe'sphoneisoff,would'vebeen

nicetotalktohimbeforeIgotobed

Her:Soundslikeyoumissinghim

Me:Idoalot

Her:He'sprobablyhavingabachelorpartyor

something,gettingdrunkandallthat..Justboys

beingboys

Me:Iguessso

Her:Justtrytogetyourbeautysleep,wouldn'twant

youfallingasleeptomorrow

Ichuckled..

Me:Thankyou

Her:Youwelcomebaby...Goodnight

Me:Night

KELSO

NeliwascomingdownheavyonmewiththeBlow



Job,literallywhenwegotbackfromsmokingit

didn'ttakemuchforustoendupinthissituation.I

wassittingonthecouchandshewasdownonher

knees,goodthingIkeepmyselfsomecondomsin

thecar..

It'snosecretthatmysexlifewithNongcebohasn't

beengoodlately,andsexisabasicneedina

relationship,tostopthingslikethisfrom

happening...Ireallydon'trememberthelasttimeI

actuallyhadawomangivemeablowjobthisgood,

itendedwithPower.Nongceboisnotthatmuch

skilledinthis,she'snotbadbutalsoshe'snotthe

best..

.
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ThisinsertwassponsoredbyInganathi,pleaselet's

continuevotingforherwinningthiscompetition

wouldmeanalottoher

https://pageantvote.es/pageants/2741/contestants

/18101?fbclid=IwAR2Z7KAQiTdoSTBxiV60sgzrNw

MLqY1K7aJHMf6F5W93KyjHDHbF0ZdB26U



[08/24,13:18] :56

KELSO

MyfrustrationswentalloutonNeli,thefrustrations

ofNongcebopossiblycheating.LiterallyIlookedat

Neliandpicturedmysoontobewife,beingfucked

byanotherman.Isawred,somethingdeepinside

ofmemoved.Somethingsinisterblindedmeandall

mysenseswentout.Iremovedmyhandfromher

neckwhenIsawthatshewasreadytopassout,

withtearsinhereyes.Iwasfuckingheronthe

couch,andshehaddugthroughmyarmswithher

longnails.Iremovedmydickfromherandrolled

outthecondomthathadmysemeninsideofit..

Sheputherhandsoverherfaceandstartedcrying,

thatmademefeelbadalittle..

Me:Nel..

Shegotupandpickedupherclothesfromthefloor

andlimpedherwaytothebathroom

Shelockedthedoor.Isatonthecouchwithmy



handsonmyhead..

Me:Fuck!

SANDISIWE

Soledidshowupheaskedifwecouldgooutfora

driveandwedid.Thestreetswerequiet,Ilookedat

thetimeanditwas01:00am.HewaswaytoocalmI

don'tevenknowifhewasmadornot,thebestway

wastojustkeepquietbecauseIhadtriedtalkingto

himbuthedidn'treply..Tomysurprisewedrove

outtothecemetery,didn'tevenknowwhatwewere

doinghere.Hedroveindeepandparkedontheside.

Itwasdarkandveryquiet

Me:Snowflakewhatarewedoinghere?

Heexhaledandthengotoutofthecar,hewalkedall

aroundtomysideandopenedthedoor..

Him:Getout

Me:Whatarewedoinghere?



Him:Idon'twannauseforce

Igotout...

Heheldmyhandandthenwestartedwalkingto

Godknowswhere.Itwasverychilly,andtheaura

herewasunsettling.

Iwasscared,IwasveryscaredIdon'twannalie.

Wewalkedtoarowofwhatlookedlikefreshlydug

holes..

Me:Whatarewedoinghere?

Sole:Ibroughtyouheresothatyoucanthinkabout

something

Me:Thinkaboutwhat?

Hecrouchednexttooneoftheholes..

Him:Iwantyoutoknowandrealizethatthenext

timeyoutrytoputmybabyindangerlikethat,this

iswhereyougoingtoendup.Buriedsixfeetunder

inanunmarkedgrave,wherenoonewilleverknow

whathappenedtoyou

Me:Soleitwasamistake



Him:Itwasanythingbutamistake.Youawriterand

Iamverysurethatyoudoresearch,Idon't

understandwhyyouwouldn'tresearchonalcohol

fetalsyndrome.Howalcoholcanharmtheunborn

baby

Iswallowed..

Me:Idon'tknowwhathappened,I'msorry

Hegotup..

Him:Jumpin

Me:What?

Him:JumpinbeforeIpushyouin

Me:Snowflakedon'tdothis

Him:Sandiwelosingnighttimesogetin

Ishookmyhead..

HewalkeduptomeandItookafewstepsback.He

eventuallycaughtupwithmeandpulledmecloser

tohim..Iputmyhandsonhischest..

Me:SoleI'msorryokay?It'snevergoingtohappen

again



Him:IfIpushyouin,youmightfallandhityour

headhardthenpassout..It'sbestifyoujumpinon

yourown

Me:Solepleasedon'tdothis

Hedraggedmeclosertothehole..

Me:SolePlease!!(crying)

Hestoodbehindme..

Him:No..No..No..Shhhhcryingandscreaming

won'thelpbecausenooneisgoingtohearyou

Me:Please(crying)

Him:Jumpin

Me:ButIdon'twanttojumpin(crying)

Him:Iknow,butyoudon'thaveachoicerightnow..

I'mgoingtocountto3,ifyounotinsidebythen..I

willpushyouin

Me:Soleplease(crying)

Him:1....2...

Heputhishandonmyshoulder..



Him:3..

Ijumpedhimbeforehecouldevenpushmeinside.

WhenIlandedinsideIthinkImust'vesprainedmy

ankleorsomething,Iendedupsittingdown..

Hecrouchedagainandlookedatme..

Me:Soleplease

Him:Iwantyoutothinkaboutwhatyouhavedone,

becausethiswillbeyourrealityifyoucontinue

keepingmybabyindangeronpurpose

Hegotupandthenwalkedaway..

Me:Solepleasedon'tleavemehere(crying)

NONGCEBO

Myphonewastheonethatwokemeupwhenit

startedringing.ItrangsoloudthatIcouldn'tignore

it.IcheckedanditwasKelso.Ianswered..

Me:Hello(Sleepyvoice)



Him:Sorryforwakingyouup

Me:Whatisit?

Him:Iwasabouttosleep,butwantedtohearyour

voicefirst

Me:I'vetriedcallingyoubutyourphonewasoff

Him:IknowSkat,Iwassleeping.Hadalottodrink

thatIpassedout

Me:Ohw

Him:I'mtrulysorry

Me:Whatareyoudoing?

Him:I'mwatchingTV,justwokeup

Me:IsSolethereyet?

Him:Nohe'snothere

Me:That'sweirdhecametogether,saidtheywere

goingoutforadrive

Him:He'snothere...I'llcallhimandcheckupon

him

Me:Okay



Him:Iloveyousomuch,can'twaittoseeyouwalk

downtheaisletomorrow

Me:Iloveyoutoo

Him:Getsomesleepthen

Me:Youtoo

Hehungup..Atleasthecalled,thatwasbetter..

SANDISIWE

Idon'tevenknowforhowlongSoleleftmeinhere.I

hadleftmyphoneinthecarformetocheckthe

timeorevencallsomeone.ThoughIwaswearinga

hoodie,hisfavoritehoodiethatItookwhenIwent

toNongcebo'splacejusttohaveitwithmeincaseI

gotseparationanxiety.Itdidn'twarmmeenough.

Somethingaboutthisplacethatisverycoldand

unsettling.Icouldn'tevenfeelmyfingersnormy

toes.Theywerefreezing,thesoundsIheardsenta

shiverdownmyspine.Myanklewasaching,and

mytearshaddriedupfromallthecrying.Iwas



huggingmylegs,asfeartookover.Myheartwas

beatingsofastIthoughtIwasgoingtohaveaheart

attack.IsangthisothersongthatmyMotherandI

usedtosing..

Me:"HailMary..(OhhMarydon'tyouweep)

TellMarthanottomourn(Marthadon't you

moan)

Pharaoh'sarmy....

Knowthey'vebeendrowned(Drownedinthe

redsea)

HailMary(OhhMarydon'tyouweep)

TellMarthanottomourn(Marthadon'tyou

mourn)

WithmyshakyvoiceIburiedmyfaceonmyknees..

.

Tobecontinued
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SATURDAYMORNING

KELSO

Neliwokeupearlyandbathe,thensheaskedmeto

drivehertoherplace.It'smyweddingdayandI

couldeasilyrefusebutit'stheleastthatIcoulddo,

especiallyafterwhathappenedlastnight..Shewas

deadquietinthecar,Ialsodidn'tknowwhattosay.

Ihadtakenittoofar,Istilldon'tknowwhatreally

happened...

Me:Iwouldliketotakeyououtsometime,justtofix

whathappenedlastnight

Neli:Pleasestayawayfromme,don'tcallme.In

factdeletemynumber!I'vehadroughsexbefore

andhowyoufuckedmereallydoesn'tgettomebut



whatgetstomeisthatyouchokedmeuntilI

almostpassedout.Icould'vedied!

Me:Iknow..I'msorry

Neli:Youreallygotsomeissuesthatyouneedtofix,

Ifeelsorryforyourgirlfriend.Yousick!

Me:Excuseyou?

Shekeptquiet.Ipulledover..

Me:Ithinkyoucanwalktoyourplacefromhere

Her:I'mstillfar

Me:YeahIdon'tcare!

Shelaughed..

Her:ThisiswhyIfuckwithMen,Ireallyhaveto

stayawayfromboyswithtantrums

Ipulledherbyherweave..

Me:Thiscanturnverymessyforyourightnow

Icouldseethatshehadalottosaybutfor

whateverreason,shekeptittoherself..

Iletgoofherweave,shetookherbagandthengot



out.Shebangedthedoorandstoodattheother

sideprobablyabouttohike..

SANDISIWE

Thesharppainandburningsensationthatarose

frommyanklewasthereasonwhyIopenedmy

eyes.Thougheverythingappearedblurryatfirstbut

Isawsomewomansittingonachairwithherlegs

crossed.Iclosedmyeyesagainandopenedthem

tryingtomakesenseofeverything..

Her:Goodmorning

Ididn'tsayanything..

Her:Ifyouwonderingwhereyouare,youatthe

hospital

Isearcheddeepwithinmybraintocomebackwith

memoriesofwhathappenedlastnight,I

immediatelyfreakedout.Irosemyheadupfrom

thepillow,mybodywasaching

Her:SlowlymyDearest



Me:Who..Who..

Iclearedmythroat..

Me:Whoareyou?

Her:MynameisWilsonia

Me:HowdidIgethere?

Her:Let'sbethankfulyouhere

Mythroatwaspainful..

Me:Nongcebo'swedding

Her:Unfortunatelyyouwon'tbeabletoattendthe

wedding,notinyourstate

Shegotupfromthechairandwalkeduptothebed..

Her:Now..Trytogetsomerest

Shehelpedmetolieback..

Her:Iwillbehereuntilyouwakeupagain

Me:Soletriedtokillmelastnight

Her:That'snottrue

Me:Hetookmetothecemetery



Her:That'snotpossible,it'sallinyourhead

Me:Hemademejumpinagravehole

Sheshookherhead..

Her:That'snottrueDearest.Youdrankyourselftoo

muchthatyoupassedout,thesearetheeffectsofa

terriblehangover

Ishookmyhead..

Her:IfyoukeeponwiththatstatementIwillhaveto

declareyoumentallyunfit

Sheputherhandonmytummy..

Her:Youwon'tbeeligibletotakecareofthebaby,

prenatalstressthat'swhyyouconstantlyputting

thebabyinharm'sway.Youhaveadrinking

problem

Me:Idon'thaveadrinkingproblem

Her:Thetoxicologyreportwillconfirmthatyouhad

ethanolinyoursystem,yourfriendswillconfirm

thatyouweredrinkinglastnight.Soletoldmethat

youevenattackedoneofyourfriends



Me:It'snotlikethat

Her:That'snotwhatshetoldhim

Sheputherhandonmyforehead..

Her:Yougotdrunklastnight,Solefetchedyouto

takeyouhomeandyougotintoanargumentwith

himwhichresultedtoyougettingoutofafast

movingcar.Hencewhyyouhereandthereason

whyyouhaveasprainedankle.Youputyourselfin

dangerandthebabyindanger

Me:Whatareyou?

Her:I'maclinicalpsychologistandyouhave

prenatalstressbutdon'tworrywewillgetthrough

this..Allingoodtime

NONGCEBO

"K'dalaNdilindile,tosayHowmuchiLoveyou,Igot

thismessageforyoundithi"IDoNg'yavumaI"

K'dalaNdilindile,Nhliziyoyamiyonke



Igotthismessageforyoundithi"IDoNg'yavumai"

IDoNg'yavumaIDo,IDoNg'yavumaI"

ThesongwasplayingasKelso'sAuntiessang

outside.Ilookedatmyselfinthemirror,tears

streameddown.Thiswashappening,thislong

anticipateddaywasfinallyhere.

Mandisaputherhandsonmyshoulders..

Her:Areyouokay?

Inoddedwithasmilewhilstwipingmytears.

Me:I'mfine

Her:HeardfromSandisiwe?

Me:No..Notyet

Her:Themakeupartistwillbehereinafewminutes

Me:Okaythankyou

Weheardaknockatthedoor..

MandisaI'llgetit..

Me:Thankyou



Ihadagoodfeelingthatthisdaymightactuallygo

well,EversinceIdrankpainkillersintheearlyhours

ofthismorning.Ihaven'tfeltanycrampsandmy

flowwasn'theavy.Ilookedatthecandles,they

werealmostburningout.Ismiled.Iamreally

fortunatetohaveKelso'sGrandmother.Iwokeupat

4amtoprayagainandI'vebeenawakeeversince..

Mandisa:Soleishere

Igotupandtiedmygown,Iwenttothedoor..

Him:Goodmorning

Me:Hey

Him:Howareyoufeeling?

Me:Nervousandexcited

Henoddedwithasmile..

Me:WhereisSandi?

Him:Atthehospital

Me:What?

Him:Yaaswewentoutforthedrive,wegotintoan

argumentaboutdrinkingthensheopenedthedoor



andgotout

Me:Myword!Ihopeshe'snotbadlyhurt

Him:justasprainedankle,she'llbefine

Me:ThisiswhyIdon'tlikealcohol

Him:I'msorrythatsheattackedyou

Me:It'sokay..Solongshe'sfine

Him:OhwI'mactuallyheretodropthisoff,it'sfrom

Kelso

Itookthesmallbox..

Me:Thankyou

Him:Seeyoulateron

Me:ThankyouSole

Him:Bye

Iwalkedoverandopenedthebox,itwasawedding

gutterandacard.Ismiledandtookthecardand

readit:

"RememberthatsongIsentyouonwhatsapplast

nightandsaiddon'tplayitasyet,ifyoureadingthis



thenIwouldlikeyoutoplayit.Ineedthat

assurancebeforeyoudecidetowalkdownthe

aisle"

Iwentandgotmyphone,Isatdownandstarted

playingthesong:

"Girl...It'seasytolovemenow

WouldyoulovemeifIwasdownandout?

Wouldyoustillhaveloveforme?

Girl...It'seasytolovemenow

WouldyoulovemeifIwasdownandout?

Wouldyoustillhaveloveforme?Girl..."

Mandisa:Wehavetogetready

Me:Givemeamoment

Icontinuedlisteningtothesong:

"Nowwouldyouleavemeifyou'refatherfoundout

Iwasthuggin'?

DoyoubelievemewhenItellyou,youtheoneI'm

loving?



Areyoumad'causeI'maskingyou21questions?

Areyoumysoulmate?'Causeifso,girlyoua

blessing

Doyoutrustmeenough,totellmeyourdreams?

I'mstaringatya'tryingtofigurehowyougotin

themjeans

IfIwasdownwouldyousaythingstomakeme

smile?

Itreatyouhowyouwanttobetreatedjustteachme

how

IfIwaswithsomeotherchickandsomeone

happenedtosee

AndwhenyouaskedmeaboutitIsaiditwasn'tme

Wouldyoubelieveme?Orupandleaveme?

Howdeepisourloveifthat'sallittakesforyouto

begone?

Weonlyhumangirlswemakemistakes,

TomakeitupIdowhateverittake



Iloveyoulikeafatkidlovecake

YouknowmystyleIsayanythingtomakeyou

smile"

Ifoundmyselflaughinguncontrollably,Ilistenedto

ituntilitfinished.ThenItextedhim:

"Iwillbewalkingdowntheaisletoyou"

Ithenputmyphoneaway..

BANZA

Mymotherwasn'tadmittedlastnight,shewas

givenpainkillersandthentheysentushome.I

thoughtaboutwhatSasasaid,maybeonMondayif

she'sstillnotfeelingwellwewillconsiderseeinga

traditionalhealer..

Ma:Youlookgood

Shewassittingonthecouch..



Me:Thankyou

Her:YaziatsomepointIthoughtthatyouand

Nongceboweregoingtodate

Me:Wejustgoodfriends,she'shappywithKelso

andI'mhappywithmylife

Shenodded..

Me:Howareyoufeeling?

Her:HaiwhatcanIsay?

Me:I'llseeyoulateron,Iwon'tstayforthatlong

Her:Goandenjoyyourself,yourfatherishere..I'll

befine

Iwentandkissedheronhercheek..

Me:I'llseeyoulater

Her:Havefun

Me:Iloveyou

Her:Iloveyoutoo

IleftthehousetogoandfetchSasa..



KELSO

Iwentandopenedthedoor,Siyawalkedinwiththe

suits..

Him:Goodmorning

Me:Morning

Him:IthinkIamrightontime

Me:Yesyouare

Him:Shallwe?

Me:UhmYes

Wewalkedintothelounge..

Him:Whereisyourfriend?

Me:He'sonhisway

Heputeverythingonthecouch..

Him:Iforgotmymakeupkit,letmegogetitinmy

car

Me:Ismakeupnecessary?



Him:MakeupisverynecessaryLove,don'twant

yousweatingsinceit'spromisingtobehot

Isatonthearmrestofthecouch..

Me:Idon'tknowhowtofeelaboutthat

Him:I'mnotputtingmascaraonyousorelax

Me:Finedowhatyouhavetodo

Hesmiledandwalkedout..

Him:I'llberightback

.

Tobecontinued
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NONGCEBO



Ihaveneverbeenthisnervousinmywholeentire

lifebefore.Walkingoutofthehouseinmywhite

weddingdresswithabouquetofflowersinmy

hands,havingNessi,Bongeka,andMandisabehind

mevalidatedmyreality.Iwasabouttobecertifieda

wife,someone'swifewhichwasoutofmyfreewill.

Nogunpointedatme,nothreats,justcomingout

deepfrommyheart.Iwasstunnedatthe

neighbourscrowdingthegateasIwasusheredto

thehiredwhiteG-Wagonthatwasgoingtodriveme

andmybride'smaidstothedestination.About7

MercedesBenzMarcoPoloswereparkedbehind

theG-Wagontodrivethefamilyandclosefriends

withmetothechurch.Westrictlystickingtothe

guestlist.Kelsoreallywentouttomakingsurethat

thisdaybecomesthebestdayforme,andvery

memorable.Itriedtofightbackmytears,these

peopledidn'tevenknowmebuttheyseemedjoyful

towitnesssuch.Ihaven'tlivedherelongenoughfor

themtoknowmethatwell,buttheyseemedhappy

forme..



AwhilebackIwasinanabusiverelationship,one

thatIneverthoughtIwasgoingtogetoutof.

EverydayIthoughtaboutmydeath,Isawmyself

walkingoutinacoffinbutGodchangedmy

situationaround.HecamethroughformewhenI

leastexpectedandgavemeapartnerthatwas

worthmylove.

SeeingKelso'sGrandmothertearingup,gavemeall

theblessingsIneededforourunion.

ThedoorwasopenedformeandIgotin,myBride's

maidsgotintoo.BongekaandNessiweresitting

withmeatthebackwhilstMandisasatatthefront.

Thesinginggottometoo..Theyweresinging

"NtanteNthekeleSaenamarela",AuntNtombela

evenhadabroomandwasbusysweepingonthe

streetwithanotherAuntsayingshe'schasing

witchesaway.She'sacharacterthatone..

Shestayedbehindbecausetheywerepreparingfor

thetraditionalpartoftheweddingtomorrow.Iwon't

becomingbackheretoday,everythingofminethat



Iwouldneedfortomorrowwastakentoaguest

house.Mybride'smaidsandIaregoingtospend

thenightthere,thentomorrowKelso'sfamilywillbe

welcomingmeintotheirhome.

Atentwillbeerectedlateron,Ithinkthetraditional

partofitisgoingtobebigIfeeleveryoneinthe

hoodisgoingtocomeouttowitnessthemost

notoriousguyintheirhoodgettingmarried..

Bongekawipedmytears,thankGodforthewater

proofmascaraorI'llbelookingamess.Sosadthat

Sandisiwewon'tbearound,Ihopeshe'srecovering

well...

KELSO

Wewereatthegardenoftheguesthousewherethe

weddingwasgoingtotakeplace.Wewon'tbe

movingaroundasoneofthedinninghallswillbe

ourreceptionandthegardenwasbeautifulenough

totakepictures.Therewasevenadamnnotfar

ahead.Solewasstandingbehindme,Stallionis



definitelygoingtomissthewedding.Ididn'tcare

though,Idon'tneedhisbitchasshere.Twoofmy

oldtimefriendsstoodbehindmetoo,justnextto

Sole..

Notalotofguestswerehere,wewerewaitingfor

themastheywerecomingwithNongcebo.Only

thosewithcarswerehere.

IlookedaroundandBanzamadehiswayinwith

Sasa,hewasholdingherhand.Mymoodinstantly

changed.Iclenchedmyjaw

Soleputhishandonmyshouldertocalmme

down...

SANDISIWE

Dr:Drinkingwhilstpregnantisnotgood,itcan

resulttoalotofthings.Onebeingamiscarriage

Me:Ismybabygoingtobefine?

Dr:Onlytimewilltellbutsofar,youonlyspotting

whichisnotunusualsinceyouinyourfirst



trimester.Hepulledthechairandsatdown..

Dr:Didyoureallygotofffromafastmovingcar?

Iswallowed..

Dr:Iwouldexpectseriousinjuriesifthatwasthe

case

IlookedatWilsonia,shewasstandingatthecorner

oftheroom.Sheputherfingeragainstherlips

instructingmetokeepquiet.

Dr:Youcantalktome

Me:IwasdrunklastnightandyesIdidgetoutof

thecarfollowinganargumentbetweenmeandmy

boyfriend

Dr:Itdoesn'tmakesense

Me:Maybethecarwasnotmovingfastenough!I

wasdrunkokay?I'mjustthankfulmybabydaddy

wastheretodrivemehereontime!

Dr:Ididn'tmeantoupsetyou

Wilsoniamadeherwaytous,herheelsmadenoise..

Wilsonia:It'snotyourfaultDr,butpleaseknowthat



mypatientisgoingtoprenatalstress.Shedoesn't

needallofthisrightnow

Dr:Iunderstand..I'llhavetokeepherherefora

whilejusttomonitorthepregnancy.Thefirst

trimesterisreallycritical

Wilsonia:IunderstandandI'llbehereeveryday,she

willhavesessionseveryday

TheDrsmiled..

Dr:Wilsoniacomeshighlyrecommended,youin

goodhands

Wilsonia:OhhDocpleasenoneedtopraisemeI'm

justdoingmyjob

Dr:Iwillleaveyoutorest,I'llcomeandcheckupon

youlater

Hegotupandwalkedout.Wilsoniawalkedupto

meandputherhandonmyshoulder.Sheleaned

overandwhisperedinmyear..

Wilsonia:Goodgirl



NONGCEBO

Atleasttheguesthousewasnotthatfar,itwasa

45mindriveorso.Theguestswalkedinfirstaswe

remainedinthecar.Ikeptonprayingsilently,Idon't

wantanythingruiningthisday..Iheardsomeone

knockingatmywindow,itwasGertrude..She

openedthedoor

Me:Youmadeit!!

Her:OfcourseImadeit

Shehelpedmegetoutofthecar..

Her:Lookatyou..Youlookbeautiful

Me:Thankyou..I'mgladyouhere

Her:I'mgladtoo

Me:CanIaskyouforafavour?

Her:Yesofcourse

Me:PleasewalkmedowntheAisle?

Hereyeswidened..



Me:Iknowit'sawkwardbut..

Her:I'dlovetowalkyoudowntheaisle

Ismiled..

Her:Let'sgo

Wewalkedinandwaitedfirstformybride'smaids

togoinfirst.MandisaandNessiwalkedin,

Bongekaisgoingtowalkinwithusandthrowwhite

rosesonthecarpet.

Wewaitedforeveryonetosettledownafterthe

bride'smaidshavewalkedin.Iwaitedforthesong

thatwassupposedtoplayasIwalkdowntheaisle,

nottheoldtraditional"Herecomesthebride).Ihad

requestedadifferentsong..

Thesongstartedplaying,IlookedatGertrude..

Me:That'sthesong

Her:Areyouready?

Inodded..

ShesmiledandIputmyhandunderherarm,then

wewalkedasthesongplayed..



"CandyStar,SilverMoon,CherryRain,Summer

June,Chocolateme,Caramelyou,Myluckycharm

is

whatyouare

Caramel,Candycane,SweeterthanSugarcane

loveitwhenyoucallmyname

LuckyCharmiswhatyouare"

Everyonestoodupaswemadeourwayin,atfirst

Kelsosmiledatmebutsuddenlythesmile

disappeared.Helookedlikehewasseeingaghost

orsomething,ontheotherhandGertrudeseemed

stifftoo.Shewasreallyfakinghersmileasshe

lookedatKelso

AsweapproachedKelso,someofherfamily

memberscalledout"Haibo!Yisimanga!"

Gramslookedlikeshewasreadytohaveaheart

attack

GertrudehandedmetoKelsoastheylookedat

eachother,thenherandBongekawentandtook



theirseats.Kelsowasstillfocusedonher,Iputmy

handonhischinandmadehimtolookatme.He

did,butkeptongoingbacktoGertrude.ThePastor

instructedeveryonetositdownandthemusic

stoppedplaying,IsawNessiandMandisawalking

Gramsout.Shedidn'tlookgood..

Pastor:Iwouldliketogreeteveryoneinthenameof

ourLordandsaviourJesusChrist.Pleaselet'sbow

ourheadsandsayashortprayer

Webowedourheadsasheprayed..

Pastor:Amen

All:Amen

Pastor:Weareheretowitnesstheholymatrimony

ofMsNongceboKhumalo,andMrKelsoBhembe.

WeinviteourLordtostrengthenandbindthisunion.

WhattheLordhasbindedtogether,letnoMan

break.

Kelsolookedreallyhandsome..

Pastor:DoyouKelsoBhembetakeNongcebo

Khumalotobeyourweddedwife?



Kelso:Ido

Pastor:DoyouNongceboKhumalotakeKelso

Bhembetobeyourweddedhusband?

Me:Ido

Pastor:Theringsplease

Solebroughttherings..

HeinstructedKelsototakethering.

Pastor:Repeatafterme

Theyhandedhimthemic..

Pastor:Withthisring

Kelso:Withthisring

Pastor:Igiveyoumylove

Kelso:Igiveyoumylove

Pastor:Iwillloveyou

Kelso:Iwillloveyou

Pastor:Respectandhonouryou

Kelso:Respectandhonouryou



Pastor:Loveyouinsicknessandinhealth

Kelso:Loveyouinsicknessandinhealth

Pastor:Forbetterforworse

Kelso:Forbetterforworse

Pastor:Untildeathdousapart

Kelso:Untildeathdousapart

Kelsoslidinthering..

Itooktheringandrepeatedeverythingthatthe

Pastorsaid,withmethewordswereaccompanied

bytears..

Islidthering..

Pastor:Withthepowervesteduponme,Inow

pronounceyouhusbandandwife.Youmaykissthe

bride

Hewalkedcloserandputhishandsonmycheeks,

thenhekissedme.Peoplestartedclappinganda

songplayed..

"RunningouttathingsIcouldprovemyself



WaytoobusywinningI'malosemyself

Everydaytheygon'hateonus

Mamasaidshegon'prayforus

'CauseIcan'tdoitonmyown

You'rethatgirlie,specialsomebodyIknow

Youbesidemeturnthishouseintoahome

Givemeonegoodreasonwhyungenzaso

Yohyohyohyoh"

Hesmiledatmewhilstwipingmytears..

Kelso:IloveyousoomuchMrsKB

Me:Iloveyoutoo(smiling)

.
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SOLE



Ididn'tattendthereception,hadtodashouttosee

howSandiwasdoing.IstoppedbyatWilsonia's

officefirst.Thedoorwasopen,Ileanedagainstthe

doorframecarefullylookingather.Shewassitting

atthetablewithherlegscrossed.Heskirtwashigh

uprevealingherthickthighs,shedidn'tbuttonher

shirtallthewayup.Shefixedherglassesand

continuedwithwhatshewasdoing.Herhairneatly

tiedback,notevenasinglestrandonherface..

Her:YoucancomeinSole

Ismiledandmademywayin,shelookedatme..

Me:Alwayscautiousaboutyoursurroundings

Her:Youtaughtmewell

Ipulledthechairandsatdown..

Me:HowdiditgoCoco?

Her:Wow..Haven'tbeencalledbythatnameina

verylongtime

Me:Howdiditgo?



Her:Wentwellbutthecarstoryalmostfuckedyou

over..Youcould'vebruisedhereandthere

Me:Idon'tputmyhandsonawoman

Her:Iknow...I'mjustsaying

Itookthepictureandlookedathim..

(Silence)

Her:Heturned5lastweek

Iputthepictureback..

Her:He'sstartingtoaskquestionsabouthisFather

Me:Whatdoyoutellhim?

Sheshruggedhershouldersandleanedback

playingwiththepen..

Her:Thathe'sgone

Me:Isee

Her:Areweevergoingtotellhimthetruth,ifwe

keepthe"Yourfatherranaway"storyhe'sgoingto

growupresentingyou

Me:HowaboutyoutellhimthatI'mdead?



Her:I'mnotgoingtodothat..Areyouinsane?

Sheleanedoverbitingherlowerlip..

Her:Idon'tunderstandwhyyoucan'tbetherefor

him,don'tgivemeexcusesthatyouhavealotof

enemiesandyoutryingtokeephimsafewhilstit

lookslikeSandi,yougoingtobethereforherBaby

Me:WithSandiit'sdifferent

Her:How?

Me:Ifellinlove

Shebitherlowerlipmorewhilstnodding..

Her:Ward5A

Me:Younotupsetareyou?

Her:WhyshouldI?

Islowlygotup..

Me:Good!

Her:Ijustdon'tknowwhyI'mdoingyouthisfavour,

whenI'mgettingnothinginreturn!

Me:Cococomeondon'tdothis!It'sbeenyears,I'm



notgoingtofuckyou

Shelickedthecornerofhermouthandwipeditwith

herthumb..

Her:I'mgoingtosaythisascalmyasIcan..Get.

Over.Yourself...Idon'twantyourdick!

Me:Whatdoyouwant?

Her:IwantyoutohavearelationshipwithyourSon

Me:I'llthinkaboutit

Her:Yeahyouthinkaboutit!

Me:Isthatathreat?

Her:Iknowbetterthantothreatenyou

Me:Ihopeso

Her:Closethedooronyourwayout

Sheputherlegonthetable..

Sheopenedthedrawerandtookoutavibrator..

Her:Selfservice

Ishookmyheadandwalkedoutclosingthedoor..



NONGCEBO

KelsoandIdecidedtogetmarriedoutof

communityofproperty.Youleavewithwhat'syours

shouldyouconsideradivorce.Ithinkit'sfairfor

bothofus,weonlyinitforlove..

Aftertakingpictureswejoinedeveryoneelseatthe

reception.Drinksandappetizerswereservedfirst

aspeopletookturnswithspeeches,itwassadthat

Gramshadtoberushedtothehospital.Gertrude

stoodupandtookthemic,thatdrainedthelifeout

ofKelso'seyes..

Gertrude:Iamnotgoingtobelongbut..

Shelookedatus..

Her:NongceboandIwe'veknowneachotherfora

shortperiodoftimebutI'vegrowntoloveherlikea

Daughter.She'sawonderfulperson,alwayssmiling

andverycalm.Kelsoyoublessedtohaveawoman

likeherinyourlife,Ihopeyoualwaysremember



that.

Sheraisedherglass..

Her:TomySonandmyDaughterinlaw

Thosewhodidn'tknowwhatwashappeningraised

theirglasses,Iwasshocked.I'msureaflycould've

easilymadeitintomymouthbecausemyjaw

droppeddowntothefloor

Her:YesKelsoismySon,heismysecondbornand

thoughI'vemissedalotinhislife.Iwouldn'thave

missedthismemorableday.

Shelookedathim..

Her:Iloveyoumyson

Shethenputthemicbackandthenwalkedtotake

herbag,shecatwalkedherwayoutoftheroomin

thatsexydressthathuggedherbodytight..

(Silence)

MC:Uhm..Ibelievethegroomhadsomethingfor

thebride

Kelsoslowlygotup,tookoffhissuitjacketand



walkeddowntotheMC.HetooktheMicandlooked

attheguitarist..

Heclearedhisthroatandstartedsingingasthe

guitariststartedplaying..

Kelso:MrsMe

Heclearedhisthroat..

Kelso:"I'llsayIdigyouwhenit'sdeepenoughto

buryme

Still,thenitbedeepenoughforyou,butyoustill

marriedme

Kill,anybodythattakesawayyourhappiness

Spill,real,ifthatismethenIamhangingme

Cozyoudeservetosmile,notafrownshouldstay

onyourface

Ihaven'tmadeitifIhaven'tmadeyourday

I'mnotaridertillI'velearnedtodriveyourpain

away

NowgetustoheavenalivewithyourangelWaze"



Iliterallyputmyhandsonmyfaceashecontinued

witheveryonecheeringhim..

Him:Sometimesyou'llscreamthatyouhateme

whenIknowyoudon't,it'sokay

IfuckedupsomuchI'mstillsurprisedyoudon't.

What'syourplan?

Tolovemeforeverlikeyoupromisedin,andnever

breakthatpromiseeventhoughIdidn'thesitate..

Ioweyouaroseforeverybreathyoutake

IoweyoualltheloveGodinvestedinheaven

Andthenanecklacethatsayyoucomebefore

secondplace

AndmakeupforthemistakeImadelastnight,my

greatestmistake

IwishIcoulderaseit"

SANDISIWE



ThelastthingIrememberwascrying,thinkIcried

myselftosleep.IknowIfuckedup,andallthatI

waslookingforwasforGodtoprotectmybaby,

that'sall..IwokeuptoSolesittingonthechair.His

elbowswerebalancingonhiskneesashisbody

leanedforward.Hewascalmasalwaysandlooking

atme..

Him:Howareyoufeeling?

Igotupandsatupstraight..

Him:Ilefttheweddingearlytoseehowyouwere

doing

Me:Youtookmetothecemetery

Heshookhishead..

Me:Youmademejumpintothatdarkhole..

Sole:No..

Me:Youleftmethereforhoursanddidn'tcareifI

livedordie!!!Youdidthat,youdidthattome!!!

Him:Youjumpedoutofamovingcar

Me:Ididn't..YouknowitandIknowit!!



Him:Sweetheartyoujumpedoutofamovingcar

Ishookmyheadwithtearsinmyeyes..

Him:Youweredrunk,andwehadanargument,you

becameaggressiveandyouopenedthedoor..I

triedtostopyoubutIcouldn'tkeepsteadyonthe

wheelandpullingyoubackinside

Me:Youlying!!..Youlying(crying)

Him:I'mnotlying...That'swhathappened

Hegotupfromthechairandwalkeduptome..

Me:Youdidthattome..Youdidthat(crying)

HetriedholdingmeandIstartedhittinghimonhis

chest..

Him:Ididnothinglikethat

Heheldmyhandstightandrestedmyheadonhim..

Him:Ididnothinglikethat,whendidIeverhurtyou?

WhywouldIstartnow?

Me:YoudiditSole..Youknowyoudidit(crying)

Him:I'dneverputyouorourchildinthatkindof



danger...Thatneverhappenedsweetheart,it'sallin

yourhead

NONGCEBO

Wewerenowonthedancefloordancing..

Kelso:"Heavenmustbemissin'anangel

Missin'oneangel,child

'Causeyou'reherewithmerightnow

Yourloveisheavenly,baby

Heavenlytome,baby"

Hehadhisarmtightaroundmywaist..

Me:YoucomewithalotofsurprisesMrKB

Helookedatme..

Him:Youhavenoidea

Hekissedme..

Banzawalkeduptous..



Banza:MayI?

Kelsolookedathim,thenhelookedatme..

Inodded.KelsoletgothenhebumpedintoBanza

ashewenttodancewithBanza'sdate,Banza

laughed..

Banza:Typical

Banzaheldme..

Banza:Hestilldoesn'tlikeme

Me:Youknowhowheis

Kelso:Eita..Askies?

Banzalookedathim..

Kelso:Yourgripistootightandverylowkeepyour

handwhereIcanseeit

Banzasmiled..

Banza:Noproblem

Me:Don'ttakehimserious

Banza:Kelsodoesn'tscareme

Helookedatme..



Banza:Youlookbeautiful

Me:Thankyou..I'mgladyoucame

Banza:Wouldn'tmissitfortheworld

Me:SoIseeyoucamewithsomeone

Banza:She'saveryniceperson

Me:SolongshetreatsyouwellI'mgood

Kelsowalkeduptous..

Kelso:Alright..Tsekkancancenje

HepushedBanzaawayfromme,Banzawalked

backtohispartner..

Me:Thatwasuncalledforthough

Kelso:Thatwasverycalledfor

HekissedmeonmyforeheadasIrestedmyhead

onhischest..

Him:Iloveyou

Me:Iloveyoutoo

.



Tobetrue
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WILSONIA(COCO)

DatingbackonmyhistorywithSole,hewasoneof

mypatients.Hehadbeentransferredtomebyhis

psychiatristwitha"rarementaldisorder",onethatis

verydangerousbutadvantageoustohim.Soleis

goodwithManipulation,I'vealwayspridemyselfto

beagoodpsychologistuntilImethim.Mademe

questionmyknowledgeandmydegree,It'shard

breakingthroughtohim.Hesatonmychairevery

weekandknewexactlywhatthesessionwasgoing



tobeaboutandwhatIwasgoingtosaybeforeI

evensaidit..

Insaneasit,Iwasverytakenbyhim.Howsmarthe

is,charming,handsome,hiscunningsmile,the

calmnessinhisvoice,howhewalksintotheroom

andactuallyownit.Iwonderedhowthesexwould

beanditwasexactlyashowIimaginedit.Thefact

thatIwasolderthanhimdidn'tintimidatehim

sexually.HowhewouldfuckmeonmydeskasI

wasonthephone,oronthecouchaswewent

throughthesession.Iknewwhatorgasmiswith

him,hemademyhusbandlooksexuallyweak.Sole

wasloving,warm,heisagoodlistenerandknows

therightthingstosay.UnfortunatelywhenIwas

fallingdeephedidn'tcatchme.Seeheisvery

focused,hewouldstringyoualongbutifhedoesn't

loveyouhedoesn'tloveyou.Hewon'tforceit,and

hewon'twaketomorrowandchangehismind..

ForthelifeofmeIdon'tknowhowthisSandisiwe

littlegirlwasabletomakehimfallinlovewithher,

whatdidshedo?It'shardtomakeSolefallinlove



withyou.Ikeptthepregnancyonpurpose,filedfor

divorceandthoughtthatwewouldgiveusachance

butheneverbudged.YearslaterIgetacallfrom

himaskingmeforhelp,hereIaminthisoffice

compromisingmycareerthatIworkedhardforto

pleasehim.Thatphonecallchangedeverything,it

broughtbackmemoriesandthechemistryfrommy

side.

Iwonderifhefucksherexactlyashowhefucked

me,thethoughtofitmademetosinkmyvibrator

deeperanddeeper.Thesadpartisthatitwillnever

comeclosetohowhisdickfeltdeepinsideofme..

DamnyouSole,youavirusthatonecanneverfind

acurefor.

Isqueezedthatstressballfordearlifewithmy

otherhandasIsailedthroughthosesexual

memories,andanintensepleasurebuiltupdeep

fromwithin.Hisbreathhittingmyear,hislips

pressedontomine,runningmyhandonhisbody

andhishandcaressingmeallover.Myeyesrolled

backtothebackofmyhead,itwasmore

pleasuriblewhenhecamedeepinsideofme.That



partleftatattooinmyheartthatIcan'tseemto

erase.

Heleftabigpartofhimwithhim,andIcan'tkillit.I

carryiteverydaywithme..

NONGCEBO

HeremovedtheweddinggutterwithhisteethandI

couldn'thelpitbutblush.Thankgoodnessthebad

adourleftme,orthiswould'vebeenthe

embarrassingmomentofmylife.Hekissedmy

thighandIcoveredmyfacewithmyhandsthenhe

gotup.Iremovedmyhandsandwatchedhimashe

threwit,Banzawastheonewhocaughtit.Funny

becausethebouquetofflowerswascaughtbyhis

date,ofwhichshewasintroducedtomeas"Sasa".

Weallclappedourhandsastheywalkedtoeach

otherandkissedeachother.Istoppedclappingand

feltabitsadorjealousrather.AfterkissingBanza

lookedatmeandIlookedathim.

Mybestfriendisgone,nowhe'sprobablygoingto



makeherhisworld.Hesmiledalittleandthen

kissedheragain,nowhewasjustoverdoingit.I

rolledmyeyesandturnedtoKelso,hewasfolding

hisarmsandlookingatme.Hethenlookedat

Banzawhowasnowlookingatme,Igotupfrom

thechairandwalkeduptoKelso.Heputhisarm

aroundmyshoulders..

Kelso:LookslikeBanzaisinloveafterall

Ifakedasmile..

Me:He'sagoodguy,hedeservesit

Kelso:Youknowthatthisisgoingtoaffectyour

friendshipwithhim,hisattentionisgoingto

someoneelse

Me:IknowbutI'mveryhappyforhim,hedeserves

tobehappy

Hekissedmeonthecheek..

Kelso:That'strue

Ilookeddown..

Kelso:LetmegoandseemyGrandmotheratthe

hospital,I'llsendyourlove



Me:Okay

Hekissedmeandgrabbedmyassalittle..

Kelso:Seeyoulater

Me:Okay

Hewalkedaway..

SANDISIWE

Hewassittingonthechairagain..

Sole:I'mgladbothofyouareokay

Me:Youaresickyouneedhelp!

Sole:SweetheartIdidnotdowhatyouaccusingme

of,ifitwastrue..Howdidyougetout?Agravehole

isverydeep.IfIgoinI'mtrappedtoo,wecan'tget

out.There'snowaywecouldclimboutofthat..I

didn'tdoitSands,maybeyoujusthadanightmare

orsomething

Iclosedmyeyes..



Sole:Iwouldneverharmyoulikethat,Iwouldnever

putmybabyinharm'swaylikethat.Imightbealot

ofthingsbutI'mnotthatheartless,especiallynotto

awomanthatItrulylove

Iwassoconfused,Ididn'tknowwhattothink

anymore..

Sole:Justgetbetterandcomehome.Whateveritis,

trytosnapoutofitandcomebacktome.Imiss

yousomuch,Imisssleepingnexttoyou.Imiss

yourcraziness,yoursonotgoodsingingevery

morning.Walkingaroundinasexybumshort

everydayorwearingoneofmyt-shirts

Ilookedathim..

Sole:Imissmakinglovetoyouasiflikeyouarethe

onlywomanintheworld,Imisstouchingyou,

holdingyouinmyeyesorlisteningtoyour

heartbeatwhenwelayingonthecouch.Imisshow

youpoutyourlipswhenyouirritated,howyoupull

yourweightaroundandhowyouarguewithmeon

unnecessaryissues.Imisswatchingyoushake

yourbootywhenyoucleaningoractingcrazywhen



youthinknooneiswatching.Imissyourcooking,

misshowyoubullymeintowatchingyourboring

series

Ichuckled..

Him:AndImissthattoo...Idon'tknowwhatIdid

andI'mhurtthatyouwouldthinkIwoulddo

somethinglikethattoyou,butforallit'sworth.I'm

sorrythatyournightmarecreatedamonstrous

realityforyou.Idon'twantyoutoseemethatway

becauseI'mnotamonster,Ihaveneverhurtor

harmedanyoneit'snotmeandit'snotinmynature.

Icouldsithereandtalkalldaybut..I'msorryandI

hopeyouwillcometoyoursensesagainI'llkeep

mydistancesothatIdon'tmakeyouuncomfortable.

Foryoursanityifyouwanttomovebacktoyour

Uncle'splaceit'sokaywithme

Hesighedandhelookedsosad.Hegotupfromthe

chairandtookhisjacket..

Him:Getwell

Hewalkedaway..

Me:Wait



Hestoppedthenturnedbackandlookedatme..

Me:MaybeIhadalottodrink,maybeitwasall

effectsofalcohol.Maybeitonlyhappenedinmy

mind,I'msorry..Pleasedon'tleave

Hesmiledatmeandwalkedback..

Him:Alcoholisnotgoodsweetheart

Me:Iknowthatnow..I'msorry

Him:Weallmakemistakes,it'sallforgiven,I'mjust

gladthatbothofyouareokay

Me:Metoo

Hetookoffhisshoesandgotintothebed,Igot

ontopofhim.Heranhishandsaroundmybutt....

Me:Howwasthewedding?

Him:Itwasokay,butIdidn'tenjoyit.Wasthinking

aboutyouthewholetime

Me:It'sokay,Wilsoniaisgoingtohelpme.Shesays

thatit'sPrenatalstress

Him:She'saverygoodpsychologist,comeshighly

recommendedandexpensivebutIdon'tmind



paying.Solongyougoingtogethelpthat'sallI

want

GERTRUDE

Thehousewasempty.Thekidsandmyhusband

hadtheirownfamilyoutting,Iwassupposedtobe

withthembutIdecidedtogotothewedding.Itwas

goodseeingmySonagain,hehasgrown.He'sno

longerthatlittleboyIonceknew,he'snowagrown

man.

Iheardaknockatthedoor,Iputmywineglasson

thecounter..

Me:Iswearifyouguysforgotyourkeys..

IopenedthedooranditwasKelso,hiseyesmoved

fromthe"Welcome"mattomine,hishandswere

burieddeepinhispockets..

Me:Howdidyougetin?Howdidyoufindmyhouse?

Him:MayI?



Ilookedathim..

Him:Youshowedupatmyweddingconfidentlyso,

canIvouchforthatsameconfidenceagain..Ma?

Isteppedbackandlethimin.Hewalkedinand

lookedaround,Iclosedthedoor..

Me:Howdidyougetin?

Heturnedaroundandextendedhishandtomy

neck.Hepinnedmeagainstthedoor..

Kelso:Howthefuckdidyoufindmywife?What

wasallthat?

Itriedtogethishandoffbuthewasstrong.

Kelso:Whatthefuckwasthat?

Itriedtospeakbutmythroatraisednowords..

Him:Ohwsorrymybad

Heletgoandhishandreturnedbackinsidehis

pocket..

Istartedcoughing..

Kelso:Igaveyoupeace,neverbotheredyousowhy



areyoubotheringme?

Iclosedmyeyesandopenedthem..

Me:Nongceboinvitedmetothewedding

Him:Bullshit!

Me:Ipromiseyou!

Hemovedbackandgrabbedthewinebottlefrom

thecounter,hedidn'tthinktwice.Hetriedtosmash

myheadwithitbutIduckedjustintimeandithit

thedoorthenbroke.Thewinethatwasleftinthere

poureddowntomyheadandsodidthebroken

pieces,Ilookedathimshocked..

Him:Stayawayfromwife,stayawayfromme!

Hethrewthebrokenpiecethathewasholdingon

thefloor.Withhishandheinstructedmetomove

awayfromthedoor..

Isteppedtotheside.Heopenedthedoorandithit

meonmyarm..

Me:Ouch!

Him:YeeyvoetsekGertrude



Iswallowed...

Heclickedhistongueandthenwalkedout..

Iclosedthedoorandthenlockedit..

.

Tobecontinued

ThisinsertwassponsoredbyBusisekile-Khumalo,

authorofNomaswaziandtheHavardwife.Her

booksarerunningatareasonablepriceifyoupre-

order.ThebookswillbeavailableinAugustbutif

youpre-ordernow,you'llgetthematareasonable

price.ThespecialisrunningupuntilJulyforthepre

-orders.Pleasecontactherhereformore

information:

nicholkhumalo@gmail.com

Contactnumber:0620931434

[08/24,13:21] :61

NONGCEBO



ThedaywentwellandeverythingwasmorethanI

expected,Itrulyenjoyedmyweddingday.Iwas

nowseeingalltheguestsout,standingatthedoor

biddingthemfarewell.Kelsowasnotbackyet..

Banza:Wehadagoodtime,thankyouforinviting

us

Me:Don'tbelikethat,youmybestfriendandyou

hadtobehereevenforcefullyso

Helaughed..

Sasa:Youlookedreallybeautiful,yourwedding

dresswasbeautiful

Me:Thankyouverymuch

BanzawasholdingSasa'sheelsandherbag,he

hasalwaysbeenagentleman...

Banza:Thankyouagain,wewillbeleaving

Me:Don'tforgetthetraditionalweddingtomorrow

Banza:Iwon't

Sasa:Let'sgoI'msureyourMotheriswondering

whereyouare,seeingthatshe'ssick



IlookedatBanza

Me:YourMotherissick?

Banza:Yesit'sbeendaysnow

Me:Andyounevertoldme?

Banza:Youwerebusyplanningthewedding,Ididn't

thinkitwasthatimportant

Me:Ohw

Hewrappedhisarmaroundherwaist...

Banza:Readytogo?

Sasa:Yes

Hekissedheronhercheek..

Banza:Let'sgo

Ilookedatthemastheywalkedout..

SANDISIWE

Theoccasionalkissingonthebedledtoamore



intimatesituation.Wewerelayingsidebysideon

thesmallbedandSole'shandmovedfrom

squeezingmybreastsandunderthehospitalgown.

Allthewaytomycoochie.Idomissusbeing

intimate,Imissthatalot.Ipartedmylegsalittleto

givehimmoreroom,hisfingerlandedonmyclit.He

startedrubbingandpressinggentlyaswe

continuedkissing.WithmypleasurekickinginI

grabbedtightlyontohisshirtasthemoment

continued...

WhenIhadthoughtthatthemomentwould

possiblyleadsomewhere,weheardaknockatthe

door.Westoppedkissing,heretractedhishand

back.Thepersonopenedthedoorinsteadof

knockingagain,itwasWilsonia.

Her:Ohw..Ohw..IhopeIdidn'tdisturbanything

Solegotoutofbed,hehadaboner..Hewentand

satonthechair..

Wilsonia:Ishould'veknownwiththedoorclosed

thatsomethingwasgoingon



Me:It'sokay

Her:Iwantedtoseehowyouwereholdingup

beforeIdrivehome

Me:Iamholdingupwellthankyouverymuch

Her:WegoingtohaveasessionMondaymorning,

wegoingtohaveasession3timesaweek

Me:Okay

Sole:Iwouldliketobethereinallthesessions

Wilsonia:Youdon'ttrustme?

Sole:No..IpromisedherthatI'mgoingtosupport

herthroughoutthewholepregnancy

Wilsoniasmiledalittle..

Wilsonia:Verywell..Thesessionisgoingtobeat

9am

Sole:Thankyou

Wilsonia:Hereismycard,ifyoueverneedtotalk..

Maybeifyounotfeelingwell,Ihavemyofficeand

mycellphonenumberthere



Me:Ohwthankyouverymuch

Wilsonia:Ishouldleave..SeeyouMondaymorning

Me:Thankyou

Shewalkedtothedoor..

Sole:Howareyoufindingher?

Me:Creepy..ButtheDrsaidshe'sgood

Sole:Yeah,sheusedtobemypsychologistbackin

thedayshe'sreallygood

Me:Ijustwanttocomehome

Sole:Youwill..Assoonasyouintheclear

NONGCEBO

KelsowalkedintheguestroomasIwasabouttogo

andtakeashower,Ihadatowelwrappedaround

mybody.Weweregoingtosayoverherewithmy

bride'smaids,buttheyhaveaseparateroom..

Me:HowisGrandma?



Him:Shewillbefine,she'llbedischargedsometime

nextweek

Me:It'ssadthatsheattendthewholewedding

Him:Verysad

Heputhiswalledandhiscarkeysonthebed..

Him:Youlookedbeautifultoday

Me:Thankyou

Hewalkeduptome..

Him:I'msoproudtocallyoumywife

Ismiledathim..

Hewrappedhisarmsaroundmywaistandpulled

metohim..

Me:YouknowI'monmyperiodsright?

Him:Areyouexperiencinganypain?

Me:No

Him:Aretheyheavy?

Me:Notatall



Him:Thenwe'llbefine

Hepickedmeupandwewalkedtothebathroom..

GERTRUDE

Hubby:Howdidthispersoncomeinagain?

Me:Ireallyhavenoidea

Takie:Howdidtheycomethroughthegate?

Hubby:Theymusthaveourcode,wemustchange

it

Takie:Momdidyouseetheirface?

Me:NoIdidn't

Hubby:Youdon'tseemtohaveanycutonyour

head,thebrokenpiecesdidn'thurtyou

Takie:Sowenotsafeanymore?

Herphonestartedringing..

Takie:Excuseme



Shegotupandwalkedout..

Me:IthinkitwasoneofKen'slapdogs

Helookedatme..

Me:Ithinkhewasjusttryingtoscareus

Him:DidyouseethePerson'sface?

Me:No..Hewaswearingabalaclava

Him:Maybewecanhavethewinebottledustout

forprintsthepartofthebrokenbottlethathe

touched

Iswallowed..

Me:I'lltakeitwithmeMondaymorning

Henodded..

Him:Evenafteralltheseyears,he'sstillafterus

Me:PeoplelikeKendon'tforget

Him:That'strue..I'llgoandprepareyouabath

Me:Thankyou

Hekissedmeandwalkedaway..



IgotupandtookthewinebottlethatpartthatKelso

washolding,Iwentouttoburyitatthebottomof

trashcan.Mondaymorningthetrashwillbetaken

out.Iclosedmyeyesandletoutasigh..

NONGCEBO

Hishandshadfoam,wewereusingmyfoambath.

SatiskinitwaspHbalanced.Won'tbecausingme

anyunnecessaryirritation..

Heranhishandsaroundmynakedbody,ashe

leanedovertokissmeonthecheek,mymouththen

myneck.Hecontinuedrunninghishandsonmy

thighs,thenhebroughtthemuptomybreasts.He

massagedthemwiththefoambathstillinhis

handswithwaterrunningdownoutbodies.Iranmy

handsonhischestallthewaydowntohisalready

hardcock.Hebithislowerlipandclosedhiseyes

asIplayedaroundwithit,revealinghiseverso

mesmerizingdimples



Hegotpulledmecloseragainandranhishandson

mybuttaswesharedadeepkiss.

Ihadashowercapontoprotectmyweave.

Hepulledmylowerlipashebrokethekiss

Heslowlypushedmebackagainstthewall,just

nexttothetap.Hepickedupmylegandwrappedit

aroundhiswaist,thehegentlypushedhimselfin

withmyhandsaroundhisneck..

Him:Iloveyousomuch(whispering)

Me:Iloveyoutoo

HekissedmeandpushedhimselffullyinandI

gasped,IpickedupmyotherlegandIwrapped

themaroundhiswaistwithmyhandsaroundhis

neck....

BANZA

Sasa:Ihadagreattimeatthewedding,thankyou

Me:Sosadthatyouwon'tbeabletoattendthe



traditionalpartofittomorrow

Her:YamyMotherisgoingtochurch,Idon'thave

anyonetobabysit

Me:Whydon'tyoubringheralong

Her:Pleasedon'ttakethisthewrongwaybut..

Me:But..

Her:Ihavepromisedmyselfnottoexposemy

Daughtertomyboyfriendsuntiltherelationshipis

serious..It'snotyouandIdon'tmeantooffendyou

Ismiledather..

Me:Youagoodmotherdoyouknowthat?

Shesmiledatmetoo..

Her:Soyounotoffended?

Me:Notatall..Iunderstand

Her:Let'sseewherethisisgoingfirstthenyouwill

meetmyDaughterastimegoeson

Me:Iunderstand

Her:Ihavetogo,thankyouforbringingmehome



safe

Me:Thankyouforbeingmydate

Ileanedoverandkissedher..

Me:Goodnight

Her:Goodnight

NONGCEBO

Thesexmovedfromtheshowerrightonthebed,I

thoughtthatmyperiodsweregoingtoembarrass

mebuttheydidn't.Iwaslayingontheedgeofthe

bedwithhiminbetweenmylegs.Iwasrubbingmy

clitashecontinued.

Hehasmasteredtheartofsatisfyingusboth,

pumpinginhardandthengentlytoo.

Ineverknewthatsexcouldbethisamazing

LovemakingwithKelsoisalwaysamazing,thisday

couldn'tgetanybetter..



Hepulledoutandaskedmetomoveupabitand

putapillowunderneath,withmyassondisplay.He

squeezedafewtimesbeforetakingitattheback,

spreadingmybuttocksitwasthefirsttime

attemptingthispositionanditwasuncomfortable

atfirst,butafewsecondstoitandhearingmoaning

turnedmeonmore.Heputhishandaroundmy

neck,gentlydoingsoastonotsuffocatemebefore

bangingmelikethere'snotomorrow.Itwasn't

painfulthough,wellnottoopainful.Itwaspainand

pleasuremixedtogether,abeautifulcombination

thathadmyeyesrollbacktomyhead.Heleaned

overandwhisperedinmyear..Withhisvoicesoft

andenticing..

Him:Ifyouevergivemypussyawaytoanyone,it'll

bethedayyouwillfeelmywrath!It'smine,Iown

thisshit..Sayit!

Me:Youownthisshit..

Hepumpedmoreharder..

Him:Ican'thearyou



Me:Ohhmywordyouownthisshit!!!!

Heranhistonguearoundmyear..

Him:Goodgirl!

.

Tobecontinued
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NONGCEBO

Iwaswokenupbytherainintheearlyhoursofthe

morning,withKelsoalsowhoburiedhimselfdeep

insideofme.Hewaslayingbehindme,andhewas

fondlingmybreastsandmoaningatthebackofmy

neck.Lastnightoureveningcamewithalotofsex



andanamazingdinner,tobequitehonestIwas

deadtiredandmycoochiewasburning.Ineededto

getmyrestbutthen"Heownsthisshit"andhewas

makingsurethatIdon'tforget.

Despitehowburningitwas,butthepleasuredidn't

shyawayfromcomingintoplay.Sincemylegs

wereclosedIcouldfeelthewetnessextendingto

mythighsabit.ForsomereasonIeventhought

thatmyperiodsvisitedme,it'sagoodthingthatI

drankpainkillersbeforeretiringtobed.Iextended

myhandtohisneckashesoftlykissedmeonmy

cheek,leavingabitofwetness.Mylevelof

horniness,Ireallywantedhimtobangmehardand

it'slikeheheardmysilentprayer.

Witheverystroke,itwaslikehewasaddingmore

loveintomyheart,I'vecometorealizethatIam

startingtolovehimmorethanIhaveeverloved

someonebefore...

Him:Shityouverywet!!

Me:Youowningitaren'tyou?

Hemovedhishandtomywaistandsqueezedme



moretightertohimwhilstkissingmeonmyneck...

BANZA

Ifoundmyselfstandingatthecemeterythesame

onewhereIsawthatoldwoman.Itwasquietand

therewassmokeallaround,notforgettinghowdark

itwas.Ilookedaround..

Me:Hello??

Myvoiceechoed..

Throughthesmoke,theoldwomancameoutshe

washoldingthebagofbones..

Me:Kantiungubani?Ungifunani?(Whoareyou?

Whatdoyouwantfromme)

Shewasn'talone,shewaswithcompany.Twoother

women,andaman.Themanhadapythonaround

hisneck.Itlookedheavy...Her:Banelemzukulu

(BanelemyGrandson)

ForamomentIwasconfused..



Her:Uzalelweemndeninionezinyangaeziqinile

(Youwerebornintoafamilythathaspowerful

traditionalhealers)

Ilethercontinue..

Her:UmawakhoindodakaziyamiuMimi,wuye

ekumeleaqhubekenalesipho(Yourmother,my

DaughterMimi.Sheistheonewhohastocontinue

thegift)

Me:Uyangilahla(Youlosingme)

Her:Abaphantsibalwanaye(Theancestorsare

fightingwithher)

Me:uMaakazewangitshelalokhu(Mahasnever

toldmethis)

Her:Ingobaengafuniukwamukela(Shedoesn't

wanttoaccept)

Ishookmyhead..

Her:LaAshadelakhonaamakrestu,lokhuosiyikho

abakuthandi(WhereshegotmarriedtheyChristians,

theydon'tbelieveinwhoweare)

Thiswasdifficult..



Her:Kithiakunandabanomaangamukelangesintu

nomangesprofethi,kodwakumeleayekeukuqinisa

ikhanda(Itdoesn'tmattertouswhethershe

acceptsittraditionallyorshebecomesaProphet,

shejustneedstostopbeingstubborn)

Me:Minangingenaphikonje(WheredoIfitinthis)

Her:Uzolalelawenakuphela,nguweongamenza

ukuthiashintsheingqondo(Shecanonlylistento

you,youtheonlyonewhocanhelpherchangeher

mind)

Me:UmaehlulekaukulalelawenauMawakhe,mina

ngiyini?(ifshedoesn'tlistentoyouherownMother,

whoamI)

Her:Uyindodanayakhe(YouareherSon)

Isighed..

Her:Yikhoizintozenuzingalungi,Yikhoehlalaegula

futhiwayekanomsebenzingokugula.Nawe

bekumeleubekudengempilo.Bukamanje

ulahlekelweumuntuomthandayo(That'swhyyour

thingsaren'tgoingwell.That'swhyshe'salways

sick,that'swhyshestoppedworkingbecauseof



healthreasons.Lookatyou,youlostagirlthatyou

love)

Thiswasdifficult..

Her:Umaengenzikahlenayolentombazana

oyitholileizotholaomunye,uyobaBukabonke

beshadandondana(Ifshsdoesn'tdowell,eventhis

girlyougoingtoloseher.Youwillwatchallofthem

gettingmarried)

Me:UmaufunauMakhulumanaye(Ifyouwantmy

mothertalktoher)

Her:Ungasayenzelithinake,yenzelauNgcebo

(don'tdoitforus,doitforNgcebo)

Me:UthiningoNgcebo?(Whatdidyousayabout

Ngcebo)

Her:uMimiuyomsiza(Mimiistheonethat'sgoing

tohelpher)

Me:Umsizangani?Kuphi?(Whatisshegoingto

helpherwith)

Theystartedvanishing..

Her:Isikhathiasisekho(There'snotimeanymore)



Me:Gogo?GogoYima!(Grandmawait)

Iopenedmyeyesandroseupfrommypillow.I

lookedaroundanditwasdarkwiththerainpouring

hard.Itookadeepbreathandlaidbackonthe

pillowagain,Iletoutadeepsigh..

NONGCEBO

Iwaswokenupbymyphoneringing,andtherewas

bangingatthedoor..

Voice:Nongcebo!!

Voice2:Maybeweshouldcallthemanagertoopen

orsomething

Istretchedmyhandandtookmyphone...

Voice3:IthinkIhearherphoneringing

ItwasBongekacalling.Iturnedtomysideand

Kelsowasn'tsleepingnexttome..



Thebangingcontinued..

Me:I'mcoming!

Irememberedheleftveryearlyataround5am,I

lockedwhenheleftandwentbacktosleep..I

slowlygotoutofbedinpainandwalkedtoopen,all

3girlswerestandingatthedoor.Bongeka,Nessi,

andMandisa..

Mandisa:Thankgoodnessyouokay?

Bongeka:WtfNongcebo?

Me:Mindyourlanguage

Nessi:Youreallyscaredus

Mandisa:There'snotimewehavetogetready

Ileanedagainstthedoor..

Me:Can'tIsleep?

Nessi:No!

Mandisa:Nessigetthemakeupartistatthe

reception,Bongekagobacktoourroomandgetour

clothes



Shepushedmein..

Mandisa:Goandbathwedon'thavetimeanymore!

KELSO

Siyalookedatme..

Siya:Latenight?

Me:Somethinglikethat

Siya:Wealmostdone

Iyawned..

Solewalkedin..

Sole:Morning

Me:Morning

Sole:Youlooklikehell

Me:Ifeellikehell

Sole:YouandNongcebo?

Me:Yeah



Hechuckled..

Me:MywholebodyisachingandI'mtired

Sole:Youhitthatthewholenight?

Me:Shewasjustmadhorny,bestsexofmylife

Siya:Hebanna!

Me:I'vehadsexbeforebutI'veneverbeenthisdead

tired

Sole:Shereallyworkedyou

Siya:Givethatwomandiamonds

Me:Ijustwannasleep,it'slikeI'vebeendrainedof

allmyenergy

Sole:I'llgetyouanenergydrink,Ihopeitwillhelp

don'twantyoupassingoutatthetable

Me:Youdothat

SANDISIWE

Iwokeuptoanunusualwomansittingonthechair..



Readingabook..

Me:Hello?

Sheclosedthebookandlookedatme..

Her:Goodmorning

Me:Uhmareyoumynewdoctororsomething?

Her:No

Shegotupandfixedherself,thenshewalkedupto

me..Shefixedtheduvetandalignedit..

Me:IfyouaNursewhyareyounotwearingyour

uniform?

Her:IamnotaNurse

Me:Whoareyou?

Her:IamAletta..AlettaBotha,Sole'sMother

Myeyeswidened..

Me:Woowuhm..Hedidn'ttellmeyouwerecoming

Her:Hedoesn'tknowthatI'mhere

Me:Ohw



Shewalkedandfixedtheglassandthewaterjug..

Me:IamSandisiwe,hisgirlfriend

Her:Iknow

Shelookedaroundtheroomandwenttofixthe

blinds..

Me:NicemeetingyouIguess

Her:It'sapleasure

Sheseemedweird.Shecamebackandfixedmy

sleepers,puttingthemnexttoeachotherperfectly..

Me:HowdidyouknowIwashere?

Her:SoletoldhisBrotherBrian,thenBriantoldme

Me:OhwIsee

Shecametomeandfixedmybraids..

Her:Yourhairisamess

Me:Ijustwokeup

Her:That'snotanexcuseforhavingmessyhair

Inodded..



Her:Thereyougo,nowgoaheadandbathIwill

makeyourbed

Me:IthinktheNursecandothat

Her:Idon'tseeanyNurseheremyDearest

DoesshealsohavethesamementalillnessasSole?

Itlookslikethelightsareonbutthere'snooneat

home..

BANZA

ThedreamIhearddisturbedmealot,quitefranklyI

didn'tevengobacktosleep..

Dad:Ihavegoodnews

That'sbetterbecauseitwasgettingawkward

aroundthetable..

Dad:Theygoingtomakemeajuniorpastorat

church

Mom:That'sverylovely



Dad:It'snextweekSundaysoBanzaIneedyou

there

Inodded..

Me:Ma

Shelookedatme..

Me:Howareyoufeeling?

Ma:Abitbetterthat'swhyI'mevengoingtochurch

Me:Canwegoandseeatraditionalhealer

tomorrow?

Myfatherdroppedhisspooninhisbowl..

Ma:Why?

Me:Maybewhat'shappeningtoyouit'sspiritualor

traditional

Dad:Ifthat'sthecase,I'msuretheywillseeitat

churchandtheSeniorpastorwillprayforher

Me:Whatharmcanseeingatraditionalhealerdo?

Ma:Banzawedon'tbelieveinthat,webelievein

God



Me:Howaretheydifferent?

Dad:Traditionalhealersarenotsincere,theywork

withevilspirits

Me:Howso?

Ma:Banza!

Dad:Theyharmandhurtpeople

Ma:Youofallpeopleshouldknowthat

Me:don'ttheyworkwithancestors?Aren't

ancestorsourguardianangelstoo?

Dad:Guardianangelsthatexistaretheonesfrom

heavenandnotancestors!Ancestorsaredead

people,youcan'tpraiseadeadpersonthatonce

existedlikeyou,wheredotheygetallthepowerto

protectandblessyouallofasuddenfromthegrave?

Me:SowhatmakesChristianssaytheGodofour

ancestors?TheGodofAbraham,Isaac,andJacob?

Whycan'ttheGodofAbrahambethesameGodof

ourancestorsthatpassedon?Ithoughtweserve

GodandacknowledgeourancestorsIdoubtGod

cansendAbrahamtohelpyou,won'theusea



guardianangelthatyouknowperhapsarelative

thatpassedon?

Dad:That'sdifferent?

Me:How?Weren'ttheyhumantoo?Didn'ttheydie

too?

Hesnapped..

Dad:That'sit!!!

Hegotupandwalkedout,myMotherlookedatme

andshookherhead..

Ma:I'mverydisappointedinyouBanza,Iraisedyou

betterthanthis!WeChristiansinthishouse,that's

whatweare!

Sheslowlygotupandleftthetabletoo..

.
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SANDISIWE

IwasfailingtounderstandSole'sMom.It'slikeshe

islivinginherownworldorsomething,soItexted

Soleandtoldhimthathe'sMomishere.Hetexted

methathe'scoming..Shelookedatthetimeagain..

Aletta:She'slate

Icheckedthetime..Itwas14:05

Me:I'msureshe'sonherway

Aletta:Shesaidthatlunchwillbeservedat14:00,

it'snow14:05

Me:I'msuretheNurseisonherwaywithmyLunch

Aletta:Butit's14:05,She'slate



Isighed.Sinceshe'sbeenhereshehasn'tsaid

much,justsatonthechairandreadhernovel..

Me:Alettayounevertoldmewhatyoudo

Aletta:Youhavetobemorespecific

Me:Doyouhaveajob?

Aletta:IhaveaPhD

Me:That'snice

Aletta:IworkattheUniversity

Me:That'sgood..SoyouaProfessor?

Shelookedatme..

Me:Didyouexpectmetobeakindergartenteacher

withaPhD?

Ikeptquiet..

Aletta:Whatisitthatyoudo?

Me:I'mactuallyawriter

Aletta:Whatisitthatyouhavewritten?

Me:Ihavewrittennovels,fictiontobeexact.I

publishthemonline



Aletta:Online?

Me:Facebookandanonlinepublication

Aletta:Whatashame

Me:Sorry?

Aletta:Thatyoudon'thaveanyqualification

Me:Idroppedoutoftertiary

Aletta:Inoticed,basicallyyoudon'tfinishanything

thatyoustart?

Thiswasgettingawkward..

Aletta:14:07

Me:Shewillbehere

Aletta:Howdoyouknowthat?Shesaidshewillbe

hereat14:00.It'snow14:07andshe'sstillnothere.

Howexactlydoweknowthatshe'scoming?

ItookmyphoneandtextedSole:

"Howfarareyou?"

NONGCEBO



Thetraditionalweddingwasmeanttobealsosmall

butalotofpeopleshowedup.

Somepeopledidn'thaveanywheretosit,theywere

juststandingaroundinthetent.Mostlyyoung

people,probablypeoplewhoalsowantedtobesure

thatKelsowasreallygettingmarried..Gertrude

didn'tshowup,Iwasn'tdisappointedthough.I

meanshedidcomeyesterday..Iwasstillverytired

andIwantednothingmorebuttorest,I'mgladthat

nowweeating.Afterthis,I'msurealotofpeople

willbegoingbackhome..

Me:Ican'tbelievethateverythingwentwell

Kelso:Wereyouexpectingadisappointment?

Ichuckled..

Me:Don'tbelikethat,weplannedthisweddingina

shortspaceoftimedidn'tthinkweweregoingto

pullitoff

Hekissedmeonmycheek..

Kelso:Weplanneditanditwentwell



Me:Ididn'tseePower

Kelso:Shewon'tcome

Me:Why?

Kelso:Shetextedmethatshe'snothappyaboutthe

wholething

Me:Ohw

Kelso:I'mgladshe'snothere,butIwould'veloved

forHakeemtohaveattendedthewedding

Me:Metoo

Ilookedaround,andBanzawasnotaround.Ionly

sawhiminthemorning,heprobablyleft.Without

evensayingGoodbye..

BANZA

Ihavebeenaroundbothworldstounderstandhow

traditionandreligionworks.Beingataxidriverfor

solonghasexposedmetopeoplewhobelieve

moreintoancestorsandtraditionalhealers.Just



likeinreligion,noteveryoneissincere.Thereare

Pastorswhoaredoingmoreharmthangood,

Pastorswhoareusingreligiontoextortandharm

theircongregation.Justasthere'straditional

healersthataren'tverysinceretoo

MyMotherwalkedinalone,MyFathermust've

remainedbehindatchurch.Sheputherbagonthe

tableandherBible,shedidn'tsayanythingtome.

Shewalkedaway.

Me:YourMother,myGrandmotherwasatraditional

healerwasn'tshe?

Shestoppedandthensheturnedandlookedatme..

Ma:Howdidyouknow?

Me:Becauseshecametomeinmydream

Ma:Banzawhatyousaidthismorningwasuncalled

for,andtoansweryourquestion.YesmyMother

wasatraditionalhealer

Me:Howwasshelike?

Ma:Shewasaverygoodperson,veryhumbleand



verymuchloved

Me:Thenwhathappened?

Ma:ThenshepassedonandIgotmarried

Me:Andyouwerebrainwashed?

Ma:There'sonlyonetrueGod

Me:Andhe'salsotheGodofourforefathers

Ma:I'mnotgoingtodothiswithyou

Me:Whydon'tyouacceptyourgiftinawaythatit

willworkbetterforyou?BeingaProphet?

Ma:Idon'thaveagiftBanza,andIwantyoutostop

talkingaboutthis.IfIhadagift,aPropheticgift.

Godwould'veshownittome

Me:Ifyoudon'tdoright,youaregoingtodie.Ifyou

don'tdoright,nothinggoodisgoingtoworkforus.

Isthatwhatyouwant?Mylifeisdifficultasitis.

ThegirlthatIloveshewentandmarriedsomeone

else,ifyoudon'tdothis..Youareputtingastampto

mysuffering.YouaremyMother,Ithoughtyour

loveformesurpassedreligionandyourhusband



Her:Banza

Igotupfromthecouch..

Me:I'mgoingoutforfreshair

SANDISIWE

IwasrelievedwhenSolewalkedin,theNursehad

justbroughtinmylunchandAlettagavehera

difficulttime..Solelookedsurprisedtoseehis

Mother..

Sole:Mom?

Alettastoodup..

Sole:Whatareyoudoinghere?

Aletta:Iamheretoseeyourgirlfriend

Sole:Briantoldyou?

Aletta:Yeshedid..I'mdisappointedthatyoudidn't

tellme..Why?Areyouashamedofher?

Sole:I'mnotashamedofher



Aletta:Brian'swifeusedtoworkatabarbeforehe

marriedher,hewasneverashamedofher

Sole:Iamnotashamedofher

Shewalkeduptohimandfixedhiscollar..

Aletta:Thenitmeansyouashamedofme

Soleheldherhands...

Sole:Pleasestopwhatyoudoing

Helookedatherinhereye..

Sole:I'mnotashamedofyou

Heputhishandonhercheek..

Sole:Ihaveneverbeenashamedofyou

Aletta:IsthatwhyIhaven'tseenyouforyears?

Sole:WehadfamilyissuesandIhadtoleavefor

thesakeofpeace..Remember?

Aletta:Don'tinsultme,ofcourseIremember.I

haven'tforgottenanythingaboutthatday

Shelookedatthetime..

Aletta:NowIhavetogo



Shelookedatme...

Aletta:Ihopeyouwilltakecareofthispoorgirl,

seeingthatshedoesn'thaveanyformofeducation..

Mustbedifficultforher

Me:Iamtrying

Aletta:Maybethat'stheproblem

Me:Ihavewrittengoodbooks

Aletta:I'msureyoudid,andnoneofthemarebest

sellers

Sole:Mom...

ShelookedatSole..

Aletta:Ihopeyouwillvisithome..Oneday,some

day

Sole:Iwill

Aletta:Takecare

Solekissedheronhercheek..

Sole:Iwill

Shewalkedtothechairandgotherbag..



Shelookedatme..

Aletta:Goodbye

Me:Goodbye

Shelefttheroom...Icouldn'tbemoreshocked,she

hasn'tseenherSonforyears.Iwould'veexpected

hertobeemotional,butshewasn't.Shewasn't

emotionalatall.

.
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NONGCEBO



[2MONTHLATER]

Lifeasamarriedwomanwasnotthatmuch

difficultaspeoplemakeitseem,itwasactuallythe

bestandIenjoyedit.Itseemedlikeyesterdaywhen

wehadthewedding,attimesIlookatmyringand

thepicturestoconvincemyselfoverandoverthat

thiswasnotadream.Itwasmyreality..

AroundthehouseitwasonlyMe,Kelso,andGrams.

Thegirlsfinallywenttoboardingschoolandit

seemedliketheywereenjoyingit.Theycallevery

nowandthentoletusknowthattheyokay.Ihope

wewon'trunintosomebullyingaccusationsinthe

nearfuture,Ipraytheyhavelearnedtheirlesson..

Noteverythingisglitzandglamourthough.LatelyI

havebeenbotheredbythisunsettlingsexualdream.

AdreamthatIcan'treallywrapmyheadaroundit.

InthedreamIfindmyselfandBanzamakinglove,

somuchthatIwouldwakeupinthemiddleofthe

nightpanting,wetandveryhorny.Atfirstitseemed



harmless,butnowit'sstartingtomessupmylife.

Thehorninessthatcomeswithitisveryextreme,so

muchthatIhaveevenstartedavoidingBanza

becauseI'mstartingtoseehiminanotherway.IfI

datebacktotheeventsofthedreamduringtheday,

Iwouldgetturnedonandimagineusactuallydoing

it.It'ssofunnybecauseIhaveneverreallyseenhim

thatway,Idon'tknowwhatchanged.Icravehim

sexually,Icravethedreamtobeareality.Even

whenKelsoandIaredoingit,I'llimagineBanza

actuallybeingtheonesharingthemomentwithme.

Ithasturnedmeintoafilthysexaddict,mysexual

hungerseemsnottobesatisfiedatall..Nomatter

howmuchKelsoandIdoit.

SANDISIWE

Soleendedupbeinghonestwithmeabouthis

Mother.Shehasobsessivecompulsivedisorder

(OCD).Itookmytimeoncetoresearchonitsothat

Icouldunderstandhermore.IcouldsaythatAletta



andI,westartingtohavearelationship.Wekeepin

contactalot,andwemeetupeverynowandthen.

Afterall,she'stheclosestthingthatI'lleverhaveto

aMother,despitehowmessedupsheis.Shehasn't

visitedourhomethoughandIhaven'tvisitedhers

too,wemeetupinrestaurantsmostthetime..

TodayIwasstartinganewjob.AllthankstoAletta

shemadeafewcallsandIfoundmyselfbeinga

columnistforsomenewspaper.Notreally

somethingthatIhavedonebeforebuthey,weall

havetostartsomewhereatsomepoint.Onething

forsureIdon'twannabefullydependentonSole,

peoplechange.Iwannabemyownwoman,Iwanna

breakoutintothewritingindustryandlivemy

dream.Thisismystartingpoint..

Itdoesn'tpaymuchthoughbutit'ssomething,Iget

paidR60anhourandIwork4hoursaday.

Excludingonweekends.

IhavemyowncolumninthenewspaperwhereIam

meanttowriteaboutsomething,anythingthatwill



getpeopletoread.Fromcurrentaffairsthatare

happeninginourcountry,anytopicthatiseye

catching.

BANZA

SincethingsbetweenSasaandIarepickingup.I've

movedoutfromthehousetoanoutsideroom.I

neededmyprivacyseeingthatmyDadandIweren't

seeingeyetoeyeanditwasputtingastrainon

mother,whoisstillsickbytheway.Nomatterhow

muchIhavetriedtoconvinceher,shewasnot

cavingin.Shestillstoodbywhatshebelievedin

withmyFatherstillbrainwashingheralot.Shewas

runningoutoftime,wewererunningoutoftime.

Sheneedstoacceptthegiftsoitcanbepassedon

fromhertomeatsomepoint,thenthenext

generationtofollow.Shewasnotbudging,andtime

wasnolongeronherside.Funnyenoughshe'sin

andoutofthehospital,Doctorscan'tfindanything

wrongwithher.HerPastorhasbeenprayingforher



butstill.She'snotgettingbetter.Dadwouldsay

"Godworksathisowntime,andnotonourtime".

He'sadamantthatmyMotherwillgetbetter,solong

theykeeponprayingandfasting..

Ifailtounderstandhim,hesayshelovesmy

Mothersowhyishelettinghersufferlikethis?

Marriagehasconvincedherintobelievingthatshe

hasnosay.Thatherwordisuseless,andher

husband'swordisfinal.

NowthingsareworsesincemyFatherhasbeen

madeajuniorpastor.Anythingwrongfullydone,will

"taint"hisimage.EversincehebecameaPastorhe

haschangedfortheworst.Toldmethathe'snot

goingtohavemyMotherembarrasshimbyseeing

atraditionalhealerletalonebecomingone,what

willthechurchsay?Thechurchwillstartdoubting

Godandturntotraditionalhealersandancestors

forhelp.Myhandsaretied,Idon'tknowwhatelse

todo..



KELSO

Sole:Thetruckpassesthisroadeveryweekatthe

sametimewithnohiccups.Theytrustthisroad

becausetheybelievethatit'sthesafest,why

wouldn'ttheybelievesoifnoonehastriedtorob

them?

Scorpion:It'saonewayroad?

Sole:Yes

Scorpion:There'snoturningback

Sole:Notsomuch,theroadisverynarrowforaU-

turnandifthetrucktriesitwillgooffthelegdeto

thebottompit

Scorpionwhistled..

Sole:Kelsowhatdoyouthink?

Mymindwasveryfaraway..

Scorpiontappedmeontheshoulder,Ilookedat

them...

Scorp:WeareabouttorobtheItaliansandyou



seriouslydaydreaming?AwukahleNdondaMusa

ukudlala

HeistheguythatmyFatherbroughtin..

Ilookedattheplan...

Sole:Howdidweloseyou?

Me:Ijusthavealotinmymind

Scorp:Musaukuganga(don'tplaylikethat)

Me:Eyyawumekancancengescefe(Stopannoying

me)

ThingsbetweenMeandNongceboareokay,orshe

believesthattheyokay.Oursexlifehaspickedup,

Nongceboisstartingtoactweird.Shemoansalot

duringthenight,moaningBanza'sname.Atone

pointIwitnessedherhanddownonhercoochie

justhavingherfingersplayarounddownthereas

shemoanedBanza'snameandsqueezingher

breasts.Idon'tthinkshe'sfullyawareofwhat's

goingonbecauseshewouldbefastasleepatthat

time.Whenwedohavesex,shegetstoowetand

hotdownthere.Shehasturnedintosomesexfreak



anditpissesmeoffandalsoscaresmeatthe

sametimethatImightbelosingmywifetothatfool.

Forhertoactlikethis,hemust'vehititanditseems

likehehashititgood.AttimesIjuststareather

andfeellikestranglinghertodeathinhersleep.

Whydidshemarrymeknowingverywellthatshe

won'tstaytruetoherweddingvows?Whydidshe

marrymeifsheiseyeingsomeoneelse?Thatshit

pissesmeoffmorethananything.SometimesI

thinktomyselfthatifIdon'tactnow,I'mgoingto

losehertohim.BloodyBanza!Howcanthatfoolbe

moresexualsatisfyingtomywifethanme?Heis

anopenbookandIhaveneverheardofhimbeing

inarelationshipbeforeotherthanhiscurrentone

withSasa.Hehasagirlfriendbuthereheis

messingupmymarriage!Iknewtherewasalotto

theirfriendshipthanwhatNongcebotoldme.Iwant

hertobehonestwithme,tellmethatshe'scheating

butsheisnot.Sheislivingherlifeeverydayasif

likeshe'sinnocentandperfect..

SANDISIWE



Voice:Goodmorning

IlookedupanditwasAnele.I'vemettheteam

earlieron..

Him:Howareyou?

Me:I'mgoodandhowareyou?

Him:I'mwell...Welcometotheteam

Me:Thankyouverymuch

Him:Howareyousettlingin?

Me:Wellit'suhm..I'mstilltryingtogetahandofit

all

Him:Columncomingtogether?

Me:Notsomuch

Him:Youknowyouhavetofinishitbeforeyou

knockoffandsenditinsoitcanbeontomorrow's

newspaper?

Me:Iknowthatverywell

Him:Ifyouneedanyhelpdon'tbeafraidtoaskme



Me:I'llkeepthatinmind,thankyou

Hesmiledandwalkedaway..

NONGCEBO

Iopenedthedoorandstuckmyheadin..

Me:Minky

Shelookedatme..

Me:There'snooneatthefloor,Ineedtogotothe

bathroom

Minky:Nongceboyougoingthereforthe3rdtime

Me:ToldyouIwasonmyperiods

Sheexhaled..

Her:Fine

Iwasn'tonmyperiods,Ijustneededanexcuseto

gototheladies..

Me:Thankyou



ShewalkedoutandIwentin.Itookapantyliner,the

keytotheladiesandwalkedout.Thestaffhasit's

owntoilets,separatefromthepublictoilets.They

alwayslockedandeverystorehasakeyexceptfor

thestoresthathavetheirowntoilets.Iquicklymade

mywaytothebathroomandlockedthedoor.Igot

intooneofthetoiletsandlockedthedoor.Iwas

veryhorny,couldn'tholdmyselfthatIneededto

haveamomentofselfservice.Iputdownthetoilet

seatandraisedmyskirtabithigh.Iloweredmy

underwearandputonelegontheseat.Iclosedmy

eyesandinsertedtwofingersinmyalreadywet

coochie.Idatedbacktothesexualdream,how

intensethemomentwasandhowheparalyzedme

withpleasure.Thethoughtofusalwaysmaking

loveinmydreammadememorewet.Myfingers

madeasoundbecauseofthewetnessastheywent

inandoutofme.Iusedmyotherhandtorubmy

clitandIswear,itwasalmostasiflikeIwasgoing

toexploderightthereandthen..WhyamIsuddenly

feelingthiswayaboutBanza?

.



Tobecontinued
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SANDISIWE

Challengingasitwas,Imanagedtodothecolumn

withextrahoursaddedtomynormalhoursof

whichIwon'tgetpaidforthem.Ididn'tgofor

somethingdrastic,Iwentforatopicthatisnotso

muchforeignhopingthatpeoplewillbetakenby

mycolumn.Iwassharingmyinputonwhymen

shouldn'tfeelobligedtofinanciallytakecareof

theirpartnersinarelationship.Quiteasensitive

topic,somewillfinditoffensiveandsomewill

sharethesamesentiments..

LateronwhenIlefttheoffice,Sole'smomcalled

andinvitedmefordinnerattheirhouse.Itexted

Sole,andhetoldmethatIcango.Hewon'tbeable

tocome,heisverybusywithsomethingimportant..



ItookanUberthatdroppedmeoffattheirgate,

Alettahadtextedmetheaddress..Iamverygrateful

thatSole'sfamilywanttobeapartofusandthe

baby,especiallysinceIhaveissueswithmyown

family.It'sreallynicethattheyopeninguptome

andactuallywantmetobeapartoftheirfamily...

ItwasgoodtoseethatSole'sfatherwassane,

would'vebeendifficultbeinginthecompanyof2

peoplewhoarenottogethermentally..Wesatinthe

livingroomasAlettaprepareddinner,shedidn't

wantanyhelp.WhenIhadofferedtohelpher,she

saidIwillmakeamess.Herhousewasveryclean,

therewasnothingthatwasoutofplace.Everything

wasinit'scorrectplace...

MrBotha:It'sverynicetomeetyou,I'vehadabit

aboutyou

HewasdrinkingwhiskeyandIwasdrinkingjuice..

Me:It'snicetomeetyoutoo

Solelookedlikehisfathermore..



Me:I'msorrythatSolecouldn'tmakeit,hereally

wantedtobehere

Him:It'sokay,youdon'thavetomakeexcusesfor

him

Inodded..

Him:Howishebytheway?Triedreachingoutto

himbut..

Me:He'sgood,he'sverygood

Him:OnechildIhavethathasanevilheart

Me:Evilheart?Ibegtodiffer..Heisaverygood

personandveryhumble

Him:Soledoesn'tforgive,andwhenhehatesyou.

Hewillhateyouuntilhegoestohisgrave.What

happenedbetweenuswasalongtimeago,even

today.Hehasn'tforgiven

Me:Maybeit'sjusthismentalillness

Helookedatme..

Him:Whatmentalillness?

Me:Solehasamentalillness,ararementalillness



thatmakeshimverysmart

Him:Nohedoesn't..Soleneverhadamentalillness

norishesmart.Actuallyheevenstruggledat

school,hencewhatledtoourfight.Hewasgetting

badgrades

Me:That'sunusual,Soleisverysmart

Him:Aletta!!..Aletta!!

Alettawalkedin..

Him:SweetheartdoyouknowanythingaboutSole's

mentalillness?

Aletta:Soledoesn'thaveamentalillness,neverhad

one

Thiswasveryunusual..

Me:Mymistake,I'msorry

Alettawalkedbackintothekitchen..

Him:MywifehasOCD,sheistheonlyonewhohas

amentaldisorder.Allmykidsareokay,weactually

hadthemcheckedwhentheywereyoung

Thiswasindeedveryweird..



SOLE

Scorpionisa28,heabidesbytherulesofthe

general.BasicallyItrusthimmorethanItrust

Stallion.Heisasoldieratworkandheknowsvery

wellhowmuchloyaltymeans.

Scorp:Theplanisperfect,goodjobman

Me:In2daystime..Wewillbedoingthis

HelookedatKelso..

Scorp:Idon'tknowifhomeboyoverthereisgame,

wecan'taffordanyslipups

Me:I'llhaveawordwithhim

Kelsoandbeingquietthat'snotagoodcombination.

Ifsomethingbothershim,hewouldeventhrow

thingsaroundlikeakidthrowingatantrum.Hehas

neverbeenquiet,it'snothim..Iwalkeduptohim..

Me:Yougood?

Hetooktimetorespond..



Kelso:Yeah..Theplanisgoodtoo

Me:Ifyounotokayandyouwantustocancel

everything,wecan

Kelso:Nowegoingaheadwitheverything

Me:WegoingagainsttheItalians,onemistake.

Theywillkillus

Kelso:Iknow

Heputhisphoneonthetable..

Kelso:I'mgoingtogetaglassofwater

Wewereinmygarage.Icheckedhisphoneandit

seemslikehewasgoingthroughhiswedding

pictures.Idon'tknowwhatNongceboisdoingto

him,butifhedoesn'tgethisheadright.He'sgoing

tofuckupthewholeplan..

NONGCEBO

Iwasnowathomeandcooking.Ihadonecrazy

day.Icouldn'tevenwalkproperly,notbecauseof



mastubatingbutbecauseoftheitchinessand

irritationIwasexperiencingdownthere.Ieven

bathewhenIcameback,spentthoseminutesofmy

bathingbusyscratchingmyselfwiththefacecloth.

SomuchthatwhenIcheckedmyselfthroughthe

mirror,itseemedlikeIhadrashandIalsosaw

somerednessattheentrance..

IwaswearingoneofKelso'st-shirtswithoutany

underwear.Atleastthet-shirtwasabitlong..Iwas

onthephonewithGertrudeasGramswatchedTV..

Gertrude:Tomorrowpleasegoandconsult,it

soundslikeatrush

Me:Iwasgoingtostoptheinjectionbut,Kelso

doesn'twannauseacondom.Idon'twantababy

anytimesoon,notwhenIstillhavealottoachieve

Her:Howisyourdischarge?

Me:It'sfoulandabitbrownish

Her:Soundsabitserious,pleaseconsulttomorrow

Me:I'lldoso

Her:Ihavetogo,I'mabitbusy



Me:Okaywetalk

Her:Byebaby,pleasetakecareofthatstubborn

Sonofmine

Me:I'lldoso

Her:Iloveyou

Me:Iloveyoutoo

Her:Bye

Me:Bye

DespiteherissueswithKelso,I'vereallygrownfond

ofGertrude.She'slikeamotherthatIneverhad.I

don'tunderstandwhyshedidwhatshedid,butI'm

sureshehadherreasons.I'mnotevengoingto

judgeher,I'mnotsoperfecteither..

SASA

MyrelationshipwithBanzawasstartingtoget

serious,andIwasfallinghard.Istillcan'tbelieve

thataftermyshittyrelationship,agoodguycame



along.He'saverylovingpersonandI'mgladIgot

him..Hedroppedoffthelastpassenger,Iwason

thefrontseat.I'llbespendinganightathisplace,

sohehadfetchedhim..Ilookedathimashewas

driving,hehadhishatonandwewereplaying

music..

"Thandimthandeke

Thandimthandeke

Thandimthandeke

Thandimthandeke

Darliungphul'inhliziyo

Darliungphul'inhliziyo

Darliungphul'inhliziyo

Darliungphul'inhliziyo"

Hewassingingalongtothesongashemovedhis

headabit...Hewouldwhistleinbetween..He

noticedthatIwaslookingathim,hesmiledatme

andIsmiledathimtoo

Itookavideoasheconcentratedontheroad,I



uploadedonFacebookwiththecaption:

"myheart,myking "

Itaggedhim..

Him:Whatshouldweget?

Me:Idon'tknow..Anything

Him:Ayikhointoebathiyi"Anything"

Me:Anythingisfinebyme

Him:Uzohlalaungadlike(Youwon'teat)

Hedroveintothemall..

NONGCEBO

Ileanedagainstthefridgeasmypotswereonthe

stove.AsIwasbusykeepingmyselfbusyon

FacebookInoticedthatSasahadtaggedBanza.I

playedthevideoandbitmylowerlip..Icommented:

"OhhDaliseng'mbonangendlelaengakaze

ngambona..Bhekaminangendwa "



Idownloadedthevideoanduploadeditonmy

whatsappstatus:

"Ngiyak'khuzanjalongathiusung'fakeleiNtando "

Iputmyphoneonthecounterandcheckedthe

pots..

KELSO

Sole:I'llseeyoutomorrow

Me:YeahMan..I'llseeyoutomorrow

Hesteppedawayfrommycar,Irolledupmy

window.Myphonebeeped,Itwasawhatsapptext

fromPower.TellingmethatHakeemneeded

nappies.ItextedherthatI'lltransferhersome

money.Icheckedwhatsappstatusesthatmy

contactsuploadedbumpedintoNongcebo'sstatus.

ShehaduploadedavideoofBanza,Iclenchedmy

Jawsandthrewmyphoneonthepassanger'sseat..

.
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NONGCEBO

Kelsowasawfullyquiettonightasweatedinner,it

wassounlikehim.Hewouldusuallybeteasingme

rightnow,eatingfrommyplatejusttoannoyme.

Hewouldjustbehisusualcrazyself,buttonighthe

focusedhisattentionmoreontheTV..

Me:Love

Him:Ya?

Hedidn'tevenlookatme..

Me:TomorrowI'mgoingtoseeaDoctor

Him:What'swrong?

Me:Theirritationisback,thinkIshouldconsultto

seewhatthematteris

Him:I'lltakeyoutotheDrtomorrowmorning



Me:Thankyou

Hisphonerang,helookedatitforalongtime..

Him:Ihavetotakethis,it'sSole

Hestoodupandwakedout.Thatwasnew,since

whendoesn'theanswercallsinfrontofme?

SANDISIWE

Soledidn'tcomein,hecalledandwaitedatthegate.

Alotwashappeningthatitwasconfusingme,I

didn'tnotwhattothinkanymore.AllIknowisthat

someoneislying,andI'mafraidthatitmightbe

Sole.HowonearthwouldhisParentsnotknow

abouthismentalcondition?Ormaybeitstartedlate

whenhehadmovedout?Hisfathershowedmehis

reportcards,hewasn'tverygoodwithacademics,

buthowisheissosmart?Idon'tgetit.DoIeven

knowthismanthatI'mwith?ThemanI'maboutto

haveababywith?



Igotintothecar..

Hekissedme..

Him:Howwasdinner?

Me:Itwasgood,yourParentsareverylovelypeople

Him:Yestheyare

Hestartedthecar..

Me:Whyaren'tyougivingthemachance?

Sole:Alothappenedbetweenus,especially

betweenmeandmyFather

Me:OhwIsee

Heheldmyhandaswedrovebackhome..

Him:Tellmewhat'sgoingonbetweenKelsoand

Nongcebo?

Me:Whatdoyoumean?

Him:Ithinktheyhavingsomeproblems

Me:Nongcebohasn'tsaidanything

Him:Kelsoisshuttingdown,whichisnotgood



Me:Whatdoyoumean?

Him:There'sKelsowhenhe'sangry,thenthere's

Kelsowhenhe'ssilentlyAngrywhichisnotgood

Me:I'lltalktoNongceboandsee

Him:Thankyou

(Silence)

Me:Ohhmy..ThinkIforgotmyDoctor's

appointment.Thinkitwastoday

Sole:That'sbad..Goodthingyoutoldmeaboutthe

date,yougoingnextweek

Isighed..

Me:ThankGod

Hekissedmyhand..

Sole:Weateamremember?

Me:YesIremember

KELSO



ThecallwasfromNeli,thoughtshewantednothing

todowithme..

Me:Ithoughtyouwantednothingtodowithme?

Iheardhersniffing..

Me:Yini?(Whatisit)

Her:Ididn'tknowwhoelsetocall

Me:Whatswrong?

Her:I'mintrouble

Me:Whattrouble?

Her:Iamattheclubandthisguyandhisfriends

boughtmeandmyfriendsomealcohol.Wewere

goingtododgethembut..Weinthebathroomand

wescared(crying)

Me:Yougottobekiddingme!

Her:PleaseKelsoyouowemeforwhatyoudidlast

time

Me:Finestayinthere,I'llcome..Justtextmethe

nameoftheclub



Her:ChannelM

Me:Areyouseriousrightnow?

Her:PleaseKelso,Ididn'tknowwhoelsetocall

Me:FineI'mcoming...It'sgoingtotakeawhilebut

Her:Thankyou

IhungupandcalledScorpion..

SASA

WewerechillinginbedwatchingtheQueen,butI

wasalreadydozing.Iwasbalancingmyheadonmy

handwhenBanzapulledmyhand.Ilookedathim

andsmiled..

Banza:Gotosleep

Me:I'mstillwatching

Banza:SeemsliketheTViswatchingyou

Me:I'mjustfullthat'sall

Banza:Thengetsomerest



Me:MaybeaftertheQueen

Heleanedoverandkissedme...

Banza:Getsomerest

Me:Iwill

WecontinuedkissingandIlaidbackonthebed,I

putmyhandatthebackofhisneckashishand

wentdownfrommybreastsallthewaydownto

squeezingmycookie.Ihaven'thadactioninavery

longtime.EversinceIbrokeupwithmybabby

daddyIhaven'tgottensomeactionbecauseIhave

beensingle.Ipartedmylegsabitashishand

rubbedmycoochiewhilstIstillhadmyPJshorts

on.Iputmyotherhandonhischeek.Hemoved

frommylipsandkissedmyneck,thenhewent

downtomychestandbroughthishandup.He

snuckitundermyPJtop,andgotaholdofmy

breast.ThatforcedmetotakeoffmyPJtop,I

wasn'twearinganybraandhewaschillingwithhis

boxersonly.

Hecuppedmybreastandsuckedit,withhisother

handgentlyrunningthroughmyhair.



Itwasamomentworthtakingin,andIcouldswear

thatmyhormoneswerestartingtobetrayme.He

movedhishanddownandsnuckitinsidemyPJ

shorts,thenhewentinsidemyunderwearand

tappedmycoochieabit.[Removed]

NONGCEBO

Kelsowasn'taround,Icheckedhimoutsideandhis

carwasalsogone.IthoughtaboutcallingSandito

askifSolewaswithKelsobutIrememberedour

lastencounterandstopped.ItextedKelso

"Whereareyou?"

Ithrewmyphoneonthebedandstartedpacingup

anddowninthebedroom..

LatelyIhaven'tbeenregularwhenitcomesto

prayingletalonegoingtochurch.UnfortunatelyI

workonweekendssinceI'matemp,makingit

difficultformetogotochurchonSunday.Whenit

comestopraying,ithasgottenabitboring.I'lljust



closemyeyesandmymindwillgoblank,Iwould

havenothingtosay..

.

Tobecontinued

Pleasereadthefullexplicitcontentonourclosed

group"TTEOPM"underannouncements.Ordirectly

readitfromVisionarywritingsonthelatestinsertof

Nongcebowhichisthefirststoryonourlist.

https://visionarywritings.com/author/9
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KELSO

ScorpionandIdrovetoPretoria,tochannelMtoget

Neli.HonestlyspeakingIwouldn'thavemadethis2

hourdrivehaditnotbeenforthefactthatI"owed

her".Idon'tknowwhatNeliwasthinking,youdon't

justacceptdrinks,theycomeatapriceandnotfor



free.

Theclubwasfullofyoungpeople,howarethey

here?It'snoteventheweekendbutheretheyare

partyingtheirlivesaway..Isearchedthebathroom

asinstructedwhilstScorpstoodatthemain

entrance.Itextedherthatshecancomeout,I'm

waitingatthedoor.

Shedidcomeoutafterafewsecondsholdingher

bagandheels.Shewalkeduptomeandhuggedme

verytight..

Neli:I'msogladtoseeyou

Me:Yeahlet'sgetoutofhere

Wewalkedoutwithoutevenlookingback,wemet

upwithScorpoutside.Hewashavingasmoke..

Scorp:Arewegood?

Me:It'sfulltheyprobablygottiredofwaitingorlost

them

Scorp:DamnIwashopingtocrackaskull,butI

guessnottonight



Me:Let'sjustgetthemhomeandgetthefuckoutof

here

SASA

Aftercominghelaidonmeforawhiletocatchhis

breath.Thiswasthe3rdroundandIwasdone.I

wantednothingmorebuttorest.Helookedatme..

Him:Areyougood?

Me:Yes..Justwanttorest

Hegotoffmeandrolledoutthecondom.

Iclosedmylegsandletoutabreath.

Afterdisposingthecondom,hecheckedifthedoor

wasproperlylockedthenheswitchedoffthelight

andgotinbed.HepulledmeclosertohimandIlaid

myheadonhischest.Hekissedmeonmy

foreheadwithhisarmswrappedaroundme...

Him:GoodnightNana



Me:Goodnight

NELISIWE

Imovedoutofmysister'splaceandmovedinwith

myfriendnotsolongagowhoalsohappenstobe

inmyclass.Mysister'splacemadeithardformeto

traveltoschool,somyfriendandIfoundaflatthat

werentingclosertoschool.I'mdoingmysecond

year,enrolledatTut..

Iusuallydothisalot,getguystobuymefreedrinks

attheclub.Whathappenedtonight,hasnever

happenedbefore.Iwasreallyscarednolie,Itwas4

ofthemandonlytwoofus.Itcould'veturnedout

reallybad..

Kelsofollowedmetomybedroom,hewasyellingat

measiflikeIwasstupid..

Me:StopyellingatmeasiflikeI'mstupid!

Him:Youarestupid!Whatdidyouexpectwasgoing



tohappenafterthoseguysboughtyoudrinksdo

youthinktheyweregoingtoletyougetawayfree?

Me:Youdidit!Andyouletmewalkthefollowing

day!

Him:BecauseIhadnointentionsofhurtingyou!

Womengetrapedandbrutallykilledalmost

everyday,andhereyouarehandingyourselftoget

killedonasilverplatter.What'swrongwithjust

drinkingindoors?Whygotoaclubifyoudon'thave

money?Howstupidcanyoube?

Me:Whydoyoucare?Youwerejustdoingmethis

favourbecauseyouowedme!

Him:Idon'toweyoushit!

Me:Thenwhydidyoucome?

Him:Youknowwhatfuckyoubitch!

Hewalkedtothedoor..

Me:Rightbackatyou!Youpunk!

Heturnedandlookedatme..

Him:Whatdidyousay?



Hewalkeduptomeandhoppedonthebedtomake

ittotheotherside,buthegrabbedmylegand

pulledmetotheedgeofthebed.

Withmyotherleg,Ikickedhimonhistummyafew

timesbeforehestaggeredbackandletgo.I

droppedtotheothersideandgotup,Iranoutofthe

bedroomtothebathroomandlockedthedoor..

Scorpion:Wtfisgoingon?

MyfriendAsivewaspassedoutonthecouch,she

threwherselfonthecouchwhenwegotin..

Scorp:Kelsowhat'sgoingon?

Kelsostartedbangingonthebathroomdoor..

Me:Leaveyoupsycho!!!(Screaming)

Kelso:Iwillshowyouwhatapsychois!

Hebangedonthedoortryingtobreakit..

Scorp:Let'sgo

Kelso:Justgivemeafewminutes

Scorp:Ididn'tcomeheretowatchyoubeatupa

woman,it'snotmything.Ifyouwannadoit,youwill



comebackanddoitonyourown.Notinmy

presence

Me:Heisweak!Onlyaweakmancanbeatupa

woman!!

Kelso:OpenthefuckendoorandI'llshowyouhowa

weakmanis!!

Scorp:Kelsolet'sgo

Me:Yeahgo!!!!!Leave!!!(screaming)

IlistenedcloselyuntilIheardthedoorclosing.I

closedmyeyesandtookadeepbreathwhilst

leaningagainstthedoor..

SANDISIWE

WhenIgottowork,IwascalledintotheBoss'office.

Myheartwasalreadyonmysleeve..

Bruce:Ireadyourcolumnthismorning

Inodded..



Me:Okay

Bruce:It'snotthebestbutit'snotbadeither

Ididn'tknowhowtorespond..

Bruce:ItwillbeincludedonourFacebookpageand

Twitteraccount,sowatchoutforthecomments

andpeople'scomments

Me:YesSir...Thankyou

Bruce:Youcangetbacktowork

Igotupandwalkedout,bumpingintoAnele..

Him:And?

Me:WellI'mconfused,hedidn'thateitandhedidn't

likeiteither

Anele:Brucedoesn'tnecessarilycompliment

anyone,hethinksthatifhegivesyouacompliment

youwillstartfuckingup

Ichuckled..

Anele:Coffee?

Me:Uhm..Ineedtostarttypingformynextcolumn



Anele:Comeon..

Me:IhaveaboyfriendandI'mpregnant

Heburiedhishandsdeepinsidehispockets.

Anele:Iwasn'thittingonyou

Me:Idon'twantmalefriendseither

Anele:Understood..Wewerejustgoingtohave

coffeeascolleagues

Me:Idon'tdrinkcoffee

Anele:There'salsotea

Me:Ineedtogettowork

Iwalkedtomycubicleandsatdown.Iopenedmy

bagandtookoutachocolate..

NONGCEBO

Kelsocamebackverylatelastnight,Iwasn'tableto

askhimwherehecomesfrom.Eventhismorning

whenIleft,Ilefthimanote.Iwassurprisedtogeta



textfromhimsayingthathe'soutside,Itoldhimto

comeinbecauseIwasalreadyconsulting..I

explainedmysymptomstotheDr,andhechecked

me.CheckedmycoochieIwassoembarrassedby

thesmellbutheseemedtonotbebothered..After

checkingme,Iwentandsatdownagain.Kelsowas

busywithhisphone..

Dr:Isitpainfulwhenyouurinate?

Me:Yeslastnightandthismorningitwasabit

painful

Dr:Inoticedtherednessandswellinginyour

vagina,alsoyourdischargeisyellowishandhasan

unpleasantodour

Me:I'vebeenstrugglingwiththesmellydischarge,

it'sbeenawhilenow

Dr:Yoursymptomsarenodifferentfromthatof

chlamydia.I'mafraidyoumighthavechlamydia

Kelsodroppedhisphoneonthefloor..

Me:Whatischlamydia?

Dr:It'sasexuallytransmittedinfection,getitmostly



whenyouhaveunprotectedsexwithdifferent

people.Orifyouhavesleptwithsomeonewhohas

it

Ilaughed..

Me:Ihaveneversleptwithanyoneotherthanmy

husband,Ithinkyoumadeamistake

TheDrlookedatKelso..

Kelso:Idon'thaveanSTI,sodon'tlookinmy

direction

Me:TherehastobeamistakeDr,Ihaveneverslept

withanyoneelse

Kelso:Lentongathiseyicalaukungicika(Thisthing

isnowirritatingme)

Hegotupandwalkedoutside,IlookedattheDr..

Dr:Isyourhusbandfaithful?BecauseIhavetotreat

bothofyou.Justbecausehe'snotshowing

symptomsitdoesn'tmeanhe'snotinfected

especiallyifbothofyouhavebeensexuallyactive

atthetimewhenyoustartedexperiencingthe

symptoms



Iwasgettingconfused,thiswasnotmakingany

senseatall.Ihaven'tcheatedonKelso,howisit

thatIgotanSTI?
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SASA

ThefirstthingIdidwhenIwokeupwastoclean

andtidyaroundhisroom.Banzaleftat4am,Iwas

stillsleepingwhenheleft.Heleftmeanotewith

R200,IfounditontheTVstand..WhenIwasdone

cleaning,Ibathe..

Afterbathinganddressingup,whenIwentoutto

pouroutthewaterBanza'sMotherwasnowsitting

outsideinthesun.Igreetedherandshecalledme,I

putthebasinbackinsidethenwenttoher.Itooka

bucketturneditupsidedownandsatonit..

Me:SawubonaMa(Greetings)

Her:UnjaniSasa?(howareyou)



Me:Ngiyaphilawena?(I'mwellandyou?)

Her:IwouldbelyingifIsaidI'mwell

Me:Whatswrong?

Her:Ngihlushwayizinyawo(mylegsaregivingmea

problem)

IrememberBanzatellingmethathismomisnot

well..

Me:Didyougotothehospital?

Her:Aiitheydon'tseeanythingwrong,theyjust

givemepills

Shewasevenstrugglingtobreath..

Her:I'vebeenprayingbut..Idon'tknowwhat's

wrong

Me:Idon'tmeantospeakoutofturnbuthaveyou

consideredseeingsomeone?Problemwithyour

legssometimescouldmeanyouarebewitchedorit

mightbeancestorstryingtogetthroughtoyou

Her:HaiSasaminaang'sazi(Idon'tknow)

Shewipedhertearswithhert-shirt..



Her:Whywouldmyancestorsmakemesufferlike

this?Aren'ttheysupposetoloveandprotectmeif

theyloveme?Whyaretheybeingeviltome?

Me:Sometimestheygetangryespeciallyifthey've

beentryingtogetthroughtoyoubutyoubeing

stubborn

Her:Ireallydon'tknow..Nowthisisaffectingmy

marriage,myrelationshipwithmySon.I'vebeen

praying?WhyhasGodforsakenme?Ihaven'thad

goodhealth,whywasIbeingchosentodo

somethingthatIdon'tknow

Itwaspainfulseeinghercryinglikethat.Igotup

andputmyarmaroundhershoulders,sheheldit..

Her:Nomakebangithatheakusenandaba(they

shouldtakemeIdon'tcareanymore)

NONGCEBO

Kelsowasquietaswedrovebackhome,Iwaslost

inmythoughts.ConfusedatwhattheDrsaidtome.



Whenwegothome,Ifollowedhim.Wewalkedin

andIwenttothebedtoputmypillsandmybag.I

heardKelsolockingthedoor,heshowedupandsat

onthedressingtable..

Him:Sitdown

Isatonthebed.Ihaveneverseenhimsodefeated..

Him:UlelenayeNongcebo?(Didyousleepwithhim)

Ilookedathim..

Him:uBanzauk'shayile?(DidBanzahitit)

Ishookmyheadno..Hetookoffhisbeaniehatand

wipedhisface..

Him:I'mtryinghere,butifyoukeeponlyingtome

youonlygoingtomakememad

Me:Ididn'tsleepwithhim

Him:I'veheardyoumoanhisnameatnight,I've

seenyourstatusmessagesanditmessesmeup

rightnowthatyoulyingtome.Babyyoustoodin

frontofeveryoneandpromisedthatyouweregoing

tostayfaithfultome,allalongIkeptquietthinking

thatifyoulovedme,youweren'tgoingtogo



throughwiththeweddingwhilstknowingverywell

thatyouunfaithful

Myeyeswelledup..

Him:Didyousleepwithhim?

Ishookmyheadslowly..

Hepulledthelittlechairandputhisfootonit..

Him:Iloveyousomuchanditpissesmeoffthat

yousittingthereandlyingtome.WhatdidIdofor

youtodothistome?

Tearsstreameddown...

Him:Nongcebo!!!

Helookedatmeuntilhiseyeswelleduptoo..

Him:Youbreakingmyheart,uyang'bulala

Nongcebo(youkillingme)

Me:Ididn'tsleepwithhimIswear

Hechuckledastearsfellfromhisside.Heshook

hisheadandwipedthem..

Kelso:"Thixosomandlasul'intliziyoyam"(God



cleansemyheart)

Me:Kelsoplease..Iloveyou(crying)

Him:Takeoffyourclothes

Me:Huh?

Him:TakeoffyourclothesbeforeIdoitforyou

Istoodupandundressedashestartedsinging..

Him:"Nkosibaxolele..Nkosibaxolele,bafun'

ukung'dida,bazamaukung'gqibakantisathane

ungenzani"(Lordforgiveem..Lordforgiveem..

Theytryingtofoolme,theytryingtokillme..Devil

whatareyoudoingtome)

Hegotupandwenttohisdrawer,hetookouthis

gun.Abreathescapedmylips..

Heaimeditatme..

Him:Asizamefuthiskat(let'stryagain)

Istartedshaking..

Him:Washeinmypussy?

Iputmyhandstogether..



Me:Kelsoplease

Him:Washe?

Me:No..I..

Hepulledthetriggerbutnothinghappened..

Me:OhhmyGodpleasesaveme,youknowI'm

innocent(crying)

Heclickedhistonguethenopenedthedraweragain

andtookoutbullets,heloadedthem.Iwentdown

onmyknees..

Me:Godplease..YouknowIdidn'tdoanything,

please..Ifthere'severatimeIneededyou,it'snow

Kelso:Let'stryagain

Hewalkedcloserandputitonmyforehead...

Kelso:Let'stryagain

Me:Godplease(crying)

Hepulledthetriggeragain,that'swhenIpeedon

myself..

Hesighedthencockeditagainsthisboot..



Him:Onelasttime...Didyousleepwithhim?

Therewasnoescapingthis..

Him:1..2...3

Me:Yes!..YesIdid..

Heloweredthegun..

Me:I'msorry..I'msorry(crying)

Henoddedwhilstwipinghisface..

Me:I'msorryKelso

Hegrabbedmebymyweaveanddraggedme

acrossthefloor..

Me:Kelsoplease..

Hestoppedandkickedmeonmyback..

Him:Youmakingnoise!!!

Hedraggedmeallthewaytothebathroomand

thenthrewmeintheshower.Heturnedonthetap

andcoldwaterhitagainstmyskin

Heturnedthetapforhotwater..

Him:WegoingtoplayagameNgcebo...It'scalled



"Thegameoflove"andwegoingtoplayitmyway.

Ifyouthinkingofrunningaway,Iwillfindyou...If

youthinkofgoingtothepolice,myFatheristhe

generalprisonwillbehometome.Myfatherhas

contactsandhispeoplewillvisitBongekaandyou

don'twannaknowwhat'sgoingtohappen.Theywill

bringherinjailforaconjugalvisit,youdon'twanna

knowwhatgrownandsexualhungrymenwhohave

beeninjailforyearscandotoher.Thenyourcase

won'tgoanywhere,I'llbeoutandthenI'llkillyou,

andkillhim..Hismother,hisfather,everyonehe

caresabout

Thewaterwasstartingtogetextremelyhot..

Me:Godplease..Whydoyoualwaysforsakeme?

(crying)

Hetookthescrubbingbrushanddettol.Heturned

offthetapandemptiedthewholebottleonme.He

startedscrubbingmemercilessly.Thescrubbing

brushwashard,somuchIsawbloodontheshower

tiles..

Him:Youdisgustme!Yousmell!Yousleptwithhim



onlytogogetanSTI!

Hespatonme..Hewalkedoverandtookthebottle

ofdomestoes.Hesplasheditallovermybodyand

scrubbedmeagain,itwasthemostpainfulthing

I'veeverexperienced.Heturnedonthewateragain

andthenthrewthescrubbingbrushatme..

Him:IloveyouSkat..Ifuckenloveyou!

Hewalkedaway,whenIheardthedooropening

unlocking.Icrawledoutbecausethewaterwas

doinganumberonme.Mybodywasburningand

red..Ilaiddowntherecrying..

Me:Goooooood!!!!Whereareyou?(crying)

SANDISIWE

Myphonebeeped,itwasawhatsapptextfromSole.

WhenIcheckeditwasactuallyapictureofhim

withoutat-shirton,itextendeddowntohisV-line.

Hehadonthatseriouslookandbitinghislowerlip.

Icrossedmylegsrightaway,thiswasjusttortureat



work..

Icalledhim..

Him:Sweets

Me:What'swiththetorture?

Him:Wasjustshowingyouwhatyoumissingout

on

Me:OhwthenwhenIgethomeandtakeadvantage

ofyou,you'llbescreamingrape

Hechuckled..

Him:Thisphonecallisrecorded,itwillserveas

evidence

Me:Evidencemyleftfootwhenyoutorturingme

likethis

Him:Ididn'tmeantoo

Me:I'llseeyouwhenIknockoff

Him:Okaysweets..Iloveyou

Me:Iloveyoutoo



SASA

Ilookedatherasshepeacefullyslept.Iclosedmy

eyesandwalkedoutofherbedroom.Ilookedatthe

time,Ineededtogethome..

Iwalkedoutandwenttothebedroomtotakemy

things,whenIwalkedouttolock.Kelsoshowedup..

Ilockedthedoor..

Kelso:Sasa

Ilookedathim..

Me:Kelso

Kelso:uGrand?

Inodded..

Him:Cavang'funauBanzaSkat(I'mlookingfor

Banza)

Me:Heisranking

Hekickedthesmallstones..



Him:Numberplate?

Me:Why?

Him:He'sprobablyontheroad

Me:Whydon'tyouwaitforhimtocomeback?

Him:Hewilltaketime,Idon'thavethattime

Me:Idon'tfeelcomfortablegivingyouhisnumber

plate

Him:MyGrandmotherisgoingtothiscamping

whatwhatchurchthingwithherhomecellladies,I

wannabookBanza'staxi

Me:Ohw..Okay

Igavehimthenumberplates..

Him:TaSkat(thankyou)

Hewalkeduptome..Hesqueezedmycheek..

Him:Umuhlesanyezwa?(Youbeautiful)

Thatmademeblushalittle,aguylikeKelsogiving

meacompliment..

Me:Dankie



Him:Ihopeles'limasakhosiyazi(Ihopeyourfool

knowsthat)

Hishandwassmellingofchemicals..Hewhistled

andthenwalkedaway..Iwasstilltakenbyhis

compliment,phelaKelsofuckswithgirlswhoare

beyondme.ThelikesofPowershe'sverybeautiful,

notforgettinghisbeautifulwifeNongcebo.SoI'm

takingthiscomplimentandlockingitinmybag..

.
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SANDISIWE

WhenIwasdonewithmycolumnIpackedallmy



thingstogohome,whenAneleshowedupwitha

chocolate..

Anele:Igotyouthis..Noticedyoueatthemalot,

figuredmaybeit'syourcravings

Ilookedatit..

Anele:It'sjustachocolatefromacolleaguenothing

major,I'mnotaskingyououtonadateoraskingto

marryyou

Itookit...

Me:Thankyou

Anele:Yourboyfriendislucky,Ihopeheknowsthat

Me:Hedoes

Anele:Respectinghimtothepointofnotwantinga

harmlessfriendship,Iwonderifyourkindstillexists

Ilaughed..

Me:Ithinkweareadyingbreed

Anele:Thatisverytrue,Isurehopetofindyour

breedtoo



Me:Yousingle?

Anele:Sortoff

Me:Sortoff?

Anele:It'sanonandoffthing,wehavingproblems

Me:OhwIsee

Anele:Yes..Anywayletmenotkeepyou,enjoythe

restoftheday.Lookingforwardtoreadingyour

columntomorrowmorning.Reallylikedtheonefor

thismorning

Me:Thankyou

Anele:Youwelcome

Hewalkedaway...

NONGCEBO

TheonlythingIthoughtaboutwhenKelsopointed

thatgunatmewasBongeka.IfKelsokilledme,

whatwasgoingtobecomeofBongeka?Shehasno



oneelsebutme..NowIcan'teventrustherwith

Kelsoanymoresothat'sthemainreasonwhyIlied

andsaidIsleptwithBanzawhenIdidn't.

Ireallydon'tcarewhathedoestome,it'snotlike

thisismyfirsttimegoingthroughthis,theonly

differenceisthatKelsoismorebrutalthanhow

Zuluwas.Zuluwasthedevil,andKelsoisthewhole

hell.Thedevil,demons,andtheburningfire

combinedtogether..Iwasinsomuchpainthatmy

wholebodystartedshivering,mymindwasallover

theplace.Thinkingabouthisstatementand

actuallyimaginingBongekagoingthroughthat

beingsexuallyviolatedbyruthlessmen,became

thereasonwhyIneededtobestrong.Idon'twanna

die,she'sstillyoung.Idon'twantherendingupina

fosterhomewhereshewillbetakenadvantageof.I

don'twanthertogothroughwhatIwentthrough,

shehasbeenthroughhellalready.Shedeservesa

break,shedoesn'tdeservemoretorture.Thefloor

wasbloody,piecesofmyskinwereonthefloor.

ThemoreItriedtocrawl,themoreIleftpiecesof

myfleshonthefloor.Abloodygruesomehorror



moviewasnothingcomparedtowhatwas

happeningtomeatthismoment.WithZuluIknew

howtocoolhimdown,butKelso.Ihaven'tbeen

withhimlongenoughtoknowhowtotamehim...

OnethingthatIhavepracticedtomaster,wasto

programmybraintotakeinpainwithoutleadingme

toinsanity.Ihaveahightoleranceforpainand

whatIknowrightnowisthatKelsoisnotGod.Iwill

findthatonethingthat'sgoingtobreakmefrom

him,forever!ThenwhenIleave,I'mnotgoingto

lookback.AllIhavetodoistomakesurethatI

don'tleaveinacoffin..

Iheardafewknocksatthedoorbeforeitopened,

thenIheardGramsvoice...

Her:Ngcebo?

Itriedtokeepcalmbutmyemotionsweregettinga

betterofme.Ithinkmycriesledherstraighttothe

bathroom..

Her:AwwNkosiyamiyini(MyGodwhat'swrong)



Sheslowlykneltdownbeforeme..

Her:Nkosiyamikodwayini,ngivelelwayini?(God

what'shappening)

Ididn'tholdbackmycries,Icriedfordearlife..

BANZA

Lady:iChangeyiR15

Igaveittoher...

Her:Thankyou

Sheclosedthedoor.RightwhenIwasabouttojoin

theroad,Agolfpulledbyandblockedme.Ihad

about5passengersinthecar,andIwasn'tina

busyroad.WhenIlookedclosely,itwasKelso.He

gotoutwhilstholdingagunandapproachedthe

taxi.Theladiesstartedpanicking...Hedrankwhat

wasleftinthebottleofCoronabeerthathewas

holding,thenopenedthedoor..

Heburpedandlookedatthepassengers..



Kelso:Zonkeizinjaout!!Manje!!(allthedogsget

outnow)

Theladiesgotoffwithoutsayingaword,they

fearedfortheirlives.Itwasbadbecausemostof

themwerefarfromtheirdestination,buthowdo

youprotestwithsomeonewhoisholdingagun.He

closedthedoorinaroughmannerandcametomy

side,heopenedthedoorandpointedthegunatme..

Kelso:Nawemgodoyiout!(youtoogetout)

Helookedattheladies..

Kelso:Bonunuza,bonunuberrymilaniimpiko

angifuniukunibonala(Ladiespleasevanish,Idon't

wannaseeyouhere)

Theywalkedaway..

Isighedandgotdownfromthetaxi,Iclosedthe

door..

Kelso:Masiringe..MantoMgodoyi

Kelsoandhisstupidtantrumscanbedrainingat

times...

Hepointedthegunatmethenathim...



Kelso:Minanawe,bengithisiyiskeemvandieone(I

thoughtyouandIwerecool)

Iwaitedforhimtosaysomethingthatactuallywas

ofinteresttome...

Kelso:Wenaudlaukudlakwami(yousleepingwith

mywife)

Me:Makubengathiuyasheshanyanaeyyngoba

nalelangaliyashisa(Speeditup,becauseit'shot)

Hepunchedmeinmystomach..

Kelso:Wenayousleepingwithmywife!!

Istartedcoughingwithmyhandsonmystomach..

Me:Whatareyoutalkingabout?

Kelso:WhatamItalkingabout?Masinganyelani

Me:Ihaveneversleptwithyourwife

Kelso:Chlamydiadoesn'tsayso..Yauyagula

nokugula(Youevensick)

Me:Kelso..

Kelso:Eyymaanshetoldme,sheconfessed!



Me:Uyang'hlanyelauNongcebo(Yourwifeiscrazy)

Hehitmewiththebackofhisgunonmyhead..

Kelso:Iwasthinkingofkillingyoubutthat'sway

tooeasy

BynowIwassittingontheground..

Hecrouchedandspatontheground..

Kelso:Ngiyikhiphileinombololakuwe,yabonanja

yamingekekunyiwe..Kuyonyiwatimes14(Ihavea

bulletwithyourname,thingsaregoingtogodown

times14)

Hegotupandputhisgunattheback.Heturned

aroundandliftedhist-shirtjustsoIcanseeit..He

walkedawayandturnedaroundpointinghisfingers

atme..

Kelso:Phaaa!!Eyykuzonyiwapoi!,langidlakhona

akungenwa(It'sgoingtogodown,whereIfuckno

oneenters)

Hecontinuedwalkingawaytohiscardoingthat

victorywalkofhimanddisplayinghisgun.He

raisedhishandsup...



Him:NguwuKBkayione,mawukhohliweubuze

abangaziyobazok'sikelaIstory!

Asongwasplayinginhiscar,hestarteddancingto

itwhenhegotclosertohiscar..

Kelso:"Haedumaeatsamaya

Buzakush'ubani,unjandini"

.
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NELISIWE

DuetomyunbearableHangover,Idecidedtostayin

todayandnotattendanyclasses.I'vebeendrinking

waterandeatingbananasalmostthewholeday,

hopingthatitwouldgo.IfItrytoeatfood,Iwas

scaredthatIwasgoingtovomit..Iheardaknockat

thedoor,Ihadjustfinishedbathing.Ihadmynight

gowncoveringmynakedbody.Iwenttoopen,it



wasKelso.Howthehelldidhebypasssecurityat

thegate?

Me:Howthehelldidyougetin?

Hewalkedinandclosedthedoor..

Me:Whatdoyouwant?

Him:Ineedafavourfromyou

Me:Whatfavour?

Him:Iwanttofuckyou

Ichuckled..

Me:Pleaseleave

Iwalkedawayandhegentlygrabbedmyarm

Kelso:BhekamaanSkat,it'sgoingtobedifferent

thistimearound

Me:YounotfuckingmeKelso

Him:Rememberlastnight?WhenIdrovealltheway

torescueyou?IfIdidn'tdoyouknowwhatcould've

happenedtoyou?Youoweme!

Me:Idon'toweyouanything



Him:Yekaizintoezisnax(Stopwiththedrama)

Hepulledmeclosetohim..

Him:IneedthisfavourandIwanttotakeavideo,I

won'tshowyourface

Hepokedmynose..

Him:Inreturn,I'lloweyoutwofavours

Irolledmyeyes..

Him:Twofavours,inthisworldyouwon'tknow

whenyougoingtoneedmeagain

Isighed...

Hekissedmeonmycheekandmyneck...

Him:Comeon

Me:Fine

Iheldhishandandwewalkedtothebedroom...

Surprisinglyhecameprepared,hetookoutapack

ofcondoms..

Him:Wegoingtomakeitverybelievable



Me:Whydoyouwantavideo?

Him:Don'tworryaboutthat

NONGCEBO

Gramsforcedmetotakeawarmbath.Shehad

preparedabathforme,pouredinroughsaltandan

antiseptic.Wastheworstbathofmylife,butIhad

topullthrough.Thewaterwasn'ttoohotasmy

bodywasburning,Ihadnoticedthattheareawhere

hescrubbedmewastheoneinjuredthemost.My

skinhadpeeledoffinthatarea,sosheputon

betadineandabandagethenshehelpedmegetin

bed.ShehadevencalledPowertocomeover,Ihad

expectedhertothrowherweightasalways.Butshe

brokedownwhenshesawmeinthatstate.She

wasn'tfakingheremotions,sheliterallybrokedown

sincerely..

GramswasfeedingmesoftporridgebeforeIcould



takepainkillers,Powerwascleaningthebloody

floorinthebathroom.Hakeemwasplayingaround

inthebedroom..

Me:Thankyou

Grams:Drinkpainkillers

Idrankthepainkillers..

Grams:IloveKelsowithallmyheart,butthis..I

don'tknowwhyyoudon'twantustocallthepolice

Me:InvolvingthePoliceisgoingtocomplicate

everything,Idon'twannainvolvethePolice

Grams:Thisbehaviorisunacceptable,Idon'tcare

whathappenedbuthehadnorighttodothisand

accuseyouwithoutanyproof.Wedon'tspend

muchtimetogetherbutIknowyouwouldn'tdothat,

it'snotlikeyou

Tearsstreameddown..

Me:Ionlyagreedbecausehewasatthevergeof

killingme,andIonlythoughtaboutBongeka

Grams:Iknowyoudidn't



Myphonestartedringing..ItwasBanza..

Grams:I'mgoingtodowhatIdobest,I'mgoingto

pray

Me:ThankyouGrandma

Shegotupandwalkedout..Iansweredthecall..

Banza:Whatiswrongwithyou?Whywouldtell

suchlies?

Iclosedmyeyes..

Banza:IneversleptwithyouNongcebowhywould

saysomethinglikethat?

Icouldtellfromhisvoicethathewasupset..

Me:I'msorryBanza

Him:Yousorry?Yourcrazyhusbandalmostkilled

meandallyoucansayisthatyousorry?

Me:I'mtrulysorry

Him:Idon'tknowwhat'sgoingonbetweenyouand

yourhusbandbutleavemeoutofit!WhatifSasa

findsout?Didyouthinkaboutthat?Whatiswrong

withyou?Whatkindofafriendareyou?Ungcolile



NongceboaftereverythingI'vedoneforyouthisis

howyoudome?Huh?Youknowwhat,Inever

wannaseeyoueveragain!Imighthavecaredabout

youatsomepointbutnottoanextentofriskingmy

lifeforyou!Don'tevercallme,don'ttextme,entlek

don'tevertalktomeuyakena?I'mgoingtoblock

youoneverythingofmine..YouandIwedone!You

notagoodperson!Ihateyouforthis

Hehungup,Iletthephoneslipoutofmyhand..

KELSO

Iwassittingonthefloorwithmybackagainstthe

couch.Neliwasontopofmeleaningforward.Her

handsonmykneesandherbackagainstme,with

herbeautifulroundasswobblyingasshepumped

meandslowlymovingherwaist.Myphonewas

takingavideoofwhatweweredoing,mostly

focusingonherassandshowingmhdickgoingin

andoutofher..

Me:Ohhhshityoukillingmebaby



Isqueezedherassasshecontinued,whilst

moaning...

Neli:Ohhmywordyourdickfeelsgood

Icontinuedsqueezingherassandshewentupand

downharderthansheinitiallystarted.

Me:Yesbabyjustlikethat...Oohfuckyoukilling

me!!!!

Neli:Ohhbaby...Yes!Mhmmmm

Me:BestpussyI'veeverhad

Shegotoffandkneltonthefloor,perfectlyaligning

herselfforadoggystyle.Ipositionedthephoneon

thecouchtocapturemymomentwithher,without

showingherface.Ipartedherbuttocksandthen

snuckinmytongueinherwethole..

Imovedmyhanddownandrubbedherclit..

Her:OhhhhmywordKelso...Pleasedon'tstop,yes

righttherebaby

SheswayedherwaistandIcontinued..

Her:Fuckyeahthat'sgood!!..Fuckmeharder



please!!

Shehadthesweetestenticingvoice,perfectforthe

moment..

Istoppedmuffingherandkneltbehindher,Ipushed

inasshemoaned..

Me:Ohhhhshit

Iputmyhandsaroundherwasteandstarted

fuckingher..

Me:Ohhfuckbaby...

Nelly:Yeshititrightthereplease

Iincreasedmypacemakingherassmorewobbly,I

spankedherafewtimes..

Neli:Iloveyourdickinsideofme...Mhmm

Ibitmylowerlipandcontinuedfuckingher

Iwetmyhandandrubbedherclitaswecontinued,

shemoanedlouderasIpumpedherharderwhilst

rubbingher.Asshereachedthepointofnoreturn,

shepressedmyhandharderagainstherandaloud

moanescapedherlips..Weneededtokeepthis



videoabitshort..Soaftershecameshegotback

upandpressedherbackagainstme.Ikissedheron

herneckwithmyhandcuppingherbreast..

Her:Thatwasverynice

Iturnedherfacetomeaswesharedadeepkiss,

thenshewentbacktothepositionandfuckedher

againforafewminutesuntilIreadytoshoot.I

slippeditoutandrolledoffthecondom..

Me:Comeherebaby

Sheturnedtomeandgavemeablowjob,whilstI

gavemyselfahandjobagainstherwarmmoist

mouth..

Me:Ohyeahbaby...Ohyeah..

WhenIfeltthatIwascoming,Igrabbedherweave

andpushedsplashedmycumonherfacesomeof

itwentintohermouth.Sheslowlyspatitouttomy

dick..

Me:Fuckthatwasgood

Shegotupandwrappedherarmsaroundmyneck

andwekissed.Ifixedherweave..



Me:Youverybeautiful

Shesmiledatme..

Him:I'mverylucky

Her:NoI'mtheonewhoislucky

Him:Iloveyou

Her:Iloveyoutoo

Wekissedagain..

BANZA

IhavedonethingsforNongcebothatInever

thoughtIwoulddoforsomeone,Ihavealwaysbeen

goodtoher.Idon'tknowwhyshewouldturn

aroundanddosomethingfuckeduplikethis,I've

alwaysbeengoodtoheratalltimes.Iwasbeyond

thewordangry,sheisfuckedup!!

Sasa:I'malmostdone

AftertheincidentIdrovebackhome,Sasahad



comebackwithherDaughter.Shewascleaningmy

woundthatwasonmyforehead,sheputabandaid.

Ihadaterribleheadache..

Sasa:Areyousurethatyoudon'twannaturnhimin?

Me:Hewillbeouttomorrow,hisFatherownsthe

prisonandI'msurehehasafewcopsonhispay

roll

Sasa:Whywouldhedothisthough?IknowKelsois

crazybutI'mconfused

Iexhaled..

Me:Nongceboliedtohimandsaidweslept

together

Sasa:What?

Me:It'smessedup

Sasa:Didyousleepwithher?

Me:No!!!

Sasa:Whywouldshelielikethat?

Me:Ihavenoidea,I'malsoconfused



Sasa:Banzawhyisshelyingonyoulikethat?

Me:Idon'tknowSasabutIneversleptwithherI

swear

Sasa:That'sit!

Shegotoffthebedandputonhershoes..

Me:Sasa

Igotoffthebedandheldherarm..

Me:Heyit'sme..Iwouldneverdothattoyou,Ilove

you..IswearonmyancestorsIdidn'tsleepwithher.

I'veneversleptwithher

Ipulledhercloserforherhug..

Me:IloveyouandIwouldneverhurtyoulikethat..I

swear

NONGCEBO

IwatchedthevideothatKelsosenttomeon

whatsapp,avideoofhimfuckingsomegirl.Idon't



knowwhybutIwatchedituntiltheend,thoughI

onlysawherfromhersideviewbutIcouldtellthat

shewasbeautiful.Tearsburnedmyeyes,mychest

startedclosinginonme.Mthandwastrembling..

Power:Ngcebo

Iignoredher..

Power:Whatswrong?

Shewalkeduptomeandtookmyphone,she

watchedthevideo..

Power:I'mdeletingthisnonsense!

ShedeleteditandsentaVn..

Power:Wenayourrubbish!!YaziKelsouyinja

mnqunduwakhowendodayesfebe!Youdon't

deserveNongcebo,andyouneverdeservedme!

Congratsyouwillneverseeyoursoneveragain!!!!!!

(screaming)

Iputbothmyhandsonmyface..

Me:WhatdidIdo?Whyisthishappeningtome?

Godwhydon'tyoujusttakeme?Thisistoomuch.

JusttakemeandmakesurethatBongekahasa



goodhome,andpleaseprotectBanza...AmI

sufferingformysin?Whydon'tyoujusttakeme

already,thisistoomuchnow...Pleasethisistoo

much(crying)

Powergotinbedandlaidherheadonmythighs..

Power:Godplease(crying)Godwecometoyou,

pleaseridNongcebooffthispain..Kelsocan'tkeep

ondestroyingpeopleandgetawaywithit,he'snot

aGod..Godplease(crying)

Me:Pleasetakeme..I'mgivingup,Ican'tanymore..

Thispainistoomuchnow(crying)

.

Tobecontinued
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NONGCEBO

GertrudehadbeencallingmeandIhaven'tbeen

pickinguphercalls.Sheendedupsendingmea



textaskingifI'mokay.Ididn'treturnthetext.Power

hadleft,Gramswasinthehousesaidshewould

bringmydinnertome.ShehadsuggestedthatI

comechillwithherinthehousebutIwantedtobe

alonefornow,Iwasgoingthroughemotional

turmoilandIneededtobealone..Ineededtofinda

wayoutofthisbutIcouldn't,Iwasaloneespecially

nowthatBanzahasturnedhisbackonme.Iwas

totallyalone.Icouldthinkofrunningawaybuthe

willfindme,ifhedoesn'tfindmehewillgostraight

toBongeka.NowthatIhaveseenhowheislike,I

fearedforBongeka.Theonlywayoutofthiscould

bedeath.I'vemessedupsomuchIdon'tevenknow

howtofixeverything

I'vebeenpraying,cryingtoGodthatifhecan'thelp

meout.Canheatleasttakemylife,thatwouldbea

betterwayout.Freefromthispainandheartache,

deathhastobepeaceful..Ievenhadunexplainable

chestpains,I'vealwaystookprideonthefactthatI

wasemotionallyandmentallystrongbutI'mscared.

ScaredthatKelsoisbreakingmeaparttothe

nearesthell..Iheardhimtalkingoutside,myheart



startedtobeatfast.Feartookoverandmyhead

startedspinning..

Iheardthedooropening,andhewassinging.I

closedmyeyesasIwaslayinginbed..

Kelso:"Ido,Idomydarli

Twobytwos'bambane

Haedumaeatsamaya

Buzakush'ubani,unjandini"

Hestoodatthedoorwayholidingabottleofbeer,

hisaurawasunsettlinganduneasy.Heputthe

bottleonthedressingtable...

Kelso:Awwbhek'isfebesam'madoda(Lookatmy

bitch)

Ididn'tsayanything...

Kelso:Muhlenomasekafeba(she'sstillbeautiful

eventhoughshe'sabitch)

Icouldnoticethathewasabitdrunk,hemadehis

waytomeandmyheartbeatincreased.He

crouchedonmysideandbrushedmyhair.He



leanedoverandkissedme...

Kelso:MrsKB,ngiyak'thandayezwaSkat(MrsKBI

loveyou)

Islowlynoddedwithoutsayinganything...

Kelso:Udlilemara(Didyoueat)

Inoddedagain...

Histouch,hiskiss,hedisgustedme.Knowingvery

wellwhathedid,hedisgustedmerightnow..He

tookouthisphoneasitrang,helookedatitand

smiledthenanswered...

Kelso:Neli...YaI'mhome...Okay...YaIhadagood

timetoo..

Heleanedoverandkissedme...

Kelso:NoproblembabyI'llseeyoutomorrow..

Yeah..Ioveyoutoo

Iswallowed..

Heputhisphoneonthesideboard..

Kelso:I'mgoingtotakeashowerI'llbeback



Hekissedmeagain..

Him:Iloveyou

Hewalkedawayandthenstopped,heturnedand

lookedatme..

Him:IsaidIloveyou

Me:Iloveyoutoo

Isaidthatwithtearsstreamingdown..

SANDISIWE

Solewasleaningagainstthekitchencounter,Iwas

standingbeforehimandhewasholdingmylegup

tohiswaist,whilstmyotherlegwasonthefloor.I

hadmyarmswrappedaroundhisneckandhis

otherhandwassqueezingmyassagainsthim.He

wasdeepinsideofmeandIdidn'tknowhowhedid

it,beingabletofuckmewellinthisposition.

Itwasnicerthanallthetimeswe'vehadsexbefore,

themorehepumpedhewasalsorubbinghimself



againstmyclitandthatturnedmeonmore.He

kissedmeandthenmoveddowntomyneck,

leavingendlesslovebites.Iwasverywet,sowet

thatIthoughthewasgoingtoslipoutbuthedidn't.

Hestoppedwiththelovebitesandburiedhishead

againstmynecksqueezingandspankingmyass

hard,andstrugglingtomaintainhisbreath.Iputmy

handatthebackofhisbaldheadandkissedhis

neck..

Ididn'twanthimtostop,thepleasureparalyzedme

somuchthatmyotherlegstartedshaking.My

horninessincreasedmore,mymoanturnedintoa

slightcryfromallthepleasurethatIwasgetting

fromhim.

Ididn'twanthimtostop,itwastooniceformetolet

himslipupevenalittle...

POWER

Mymothergavemethecupofchamomiletea..



Me:Thankyou

Ma:YabonaukuthiwhybengikukhuzangoKelso?

(YouseewhyIhavealwayswarnedyouagainst

Kelso)

Inodded..

Me:Thiscould'vebeenme

Iwipedmyfacewithmyhands..

Me:Mamaifyoucould'veseenher

Ishookmyhead...

Me:Kelsohasnosoul,Kelsohasnoheart

Me:Kelsohasbeenthroughalot,Kelsoisledby

angermostofthetime.Hefindspleasureinhurting

people,hefeedsoffpeople'spain.Heistwisted!He

issick

Me:Idon'tknowhowNongceboisgoingtoget

awayfromallofthis,IwishtherewassomethingI

coulddo

Ma:HowaboutthePolice?

Ishookmyhead..



Me:Kelsoisnotafool..Hewould'vehavedonethis

ifheknewthatshewasgoingtoturnherin,hehas

agoodwayofinstillingfearplusitsalwayshis

fatherthisandhisfatherthat

Ma:HainayeuKenIblamehim,hewasnevera

goodrolemodeltoKelso.HisSonisfollowinginhis

footsteps

Iexhaled..

Me:Thisisamess

GERTRUDE

Kelowalkedin..

Kelo:Areyouokay?

Ilookedathim..

Kelo:Itseemslikeyoulostinyourthoughts

Me:Nongceboisnotreturningmycalls

Kelo:Nongcebogotmarriedawhileback,she's



probablyenjoyingherhoneymoon

Me:Couldbe..MaybeKelsodoesn'twanther

talkingtome

Kelo:Whywouldn'the?

Ilookedathim..

Me:Hedoesn'tlikemethatmuch

Kelo:Why?Hedoesn'tknowyoutodislikeyou

Me:Isaidsomethingatthewedding,something

upsetting

Kelo:Whywouldyoudothatthough?

Ishruggedmyshoulders..

Kelo:Youamazemesometimes

Me:Iknow..Iamazemyselftooattimes

(Silence)

Me:MaybeIshouldgocheckuponhertomorrow

Kelo:Ifshewantedtotalktoyou,shewould've

pickedupyourcalls

Me:Ijustwannaknowifshe'sokay



Kelo:LeaveNongceboalone,she'senjoyingher

honeymoon.Waitforhertoreturnyourcalls

Me:Youprobablyright

Kelo:I'malwaysright

NONGCEBO

WhenhewasdoneshoweringIheardhimlocking

thedoor.Hecamebackintothebedroomwitha

towelwrappedaroundhislowerbody.Hetookitoff

andlaidbehindme.Heputhishandaroundmy

waistandIflinched.Heroughlypulledmecloserto

him,reallyclose..Hekissedmeonmyneck

whisperedinmyear..

Kelso:Wegoingtotalk,talkaboutthetimeortimes

whenyousleptwithhim

Ididn'twannatalk,Ididn'twannadothis..

Kelso:Butsinceweplayingwithmyrules,wegoing

todothismyway



Ifelthisdickpokingmyass,Iclosedmyeyesand

bitmylowerlip.Heputitinbetweenmyass..

Kelso:Weonlygoingtostopwhenyouhavetoldme

everythingthatIneedtoknow

Hepartedmybuttocks,andIfeltasharppain

arisingfrommyanus.That'swhenIrealizedthathe

wasforcinghimselfin..

Itwasverypainful,heliterallytorehiswayin

pushinghimselfbyforce.Iliterallyscreamed,he

puthishandonmywaistonthatareawhereIhad

thebandagewrapped..

Kelso:UyarasaNongcebo(Youmakingnoise)

Iclosedmyeyesastearswelledup..

Me:Kelsoplease(crying)

HepushedindeeperandItriedtopushhimoff,he

heldmyhandtightandtwistedit..

Me:Justkillmealreadyplease(Crying)

Kelso:Youaregoingtotellmeeverything,that'sthe

onlywayoutfromthissituation



Howishedoingit?StillrockhardwhilstI'mcrying

andbegginghim.Can'thefeelmypain?Mycries?

Howsickcanonebe?

Kelso:Fuck!!Youbleeding!

Hepulledout..

Kelso:YoudisgustingNongcebo!Youdisgustme!

Hespatonmeashegotoutofbed..

Kelso:Cleanyourselfup,youdisgusting!

Uyanyanyisastraight(Youdisgustme)

Hepickedthetowelandwalkedtothebathroom..I

swearthatitwasjustmorethanbloodthatwas

expelledfrommyanalarea,Icouldn'tholdmyself.I

couldn'tholdback..

BANZA

Itossedandturnedonthebed.Iwastryingtosleep

butsleepwasn'tcoming.Iwasstillverymuchupset

atwhatNongcebodid,butalsothinkingaboutit.



Nongcebowouldn'tjustsaythis,theremustbea

reasonwhyshesaidthis.Itookmyphoneand

checkedmycontactlist,IstoppedwhenIreached

hername.Ithoughtaboutcallingher,butIthought

otherwise...Iputmyphoneawayandclosedmy

eyesagain..

.
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SOLE

LateronScorpionandIparkednexttothe

scrapyard.Kelsowassupposedtohavebeenhere

anhourago.Weneededacarfortheplantomorrow.

Sincethetruckthattransportsmoneyforthe

Italianspassesthroughatexactly7am,wehadto

putthecarinthemiddleoftheroadcamptherefor

thenightandsetitalightintheearlyhoursofthe

morning...

Scorp:Whatiswrongwithyourhomeboy?

Me:It'snotlikeKelsotobethisunprofessional

Scorp:Nowhe'sgivingmyFatheranotherreasonto

hatememore

Me:Whatdoyoumean?

Scorp:I'mgoingtomissoutonthefamilydinner

Me:Letmetryandcallhimagain

Hisphonewasoff..

Me:Dammit!



Scorp:That'sit,I'mgoinghome

Me:Wait,let'swaitforhimforanotherhour

Scorptookoutapictureofababy..

Me:Whoisthat?

Scorp:Mybabysister

Me:Whatshername?

Scorp:Idon'tknow,nevermether

Me:Idon'tunderstand

Scorp:She...She'sjustagluethat'sgoingtoputour

familybacktogether

Me:She'smissing?

Scorp:Notentirely...She..Shewasstolenfromthe

hospitalbyawomanthatmyfatherhadanaffair

with,shewantedtogetbackathim.Wedon'tknow

whatshedidwithher

Me:Youknowhername?

Scorp:AllIknowishersurname.Khumalo,wedon't

knowhername...AftershewasstolenmyMother



sufferedastroke,couldn'ttalkandcouldn'tdo

anything.Untilsheeventuallypassedon.Myfather

startedblaminghimselfeversince

Me:Isitpossiblethatshe'sstillalive?

Ishruggedmyshoulders..

Me:Thewomanwhostoleher,isshestillalive?

Scorp:No..Shediedbeforetellinguswhatshedid

withmybabysister..ThisisthereasonwhyIhate

marriedmenwhocheat,theydon'tknowhowmuch

itbreaksthefamily.MyfatherandIwe'vehad

issueseversince.Heisthereasonmymotherdied,

andthereasonwhyInevermetmybabysister.

(Silence)

Scorp:TheworldiscruelBro,I'veseenalot.

SometimesIlieawakeatnightaskingmyselfwhere

sheis,isshesafe,didsheendupwithagood

family?Didsheencounteranyhardshipswhilst

growingup.Whatisshesayingaboutuswhereshe

is,isshesafe?Issomeonehurtingher?Lifefora

girlchildisdifficultwhenshedoesn'thaveafamily



Me:Ifyouguyscouldfindher,what'sthefirstthing

yougoingtosaytoher?

Scorp:I'msorry..I'msorryIwasn'tthereasabig

brotherwhenyouneededmethemost,I'msure

there'salotoffuckersthatbrokeherheart

Me:I'llhelpyoufindher,andiftherewereany

fuckerswhobrokeherheart.Wewillbreaktheir

necks

Hechuckled..

Scorp:Ijustwannaknowwheresheis,deadoralive

Ijustwannaknowwheresheis.Ioweittomy

Mother,she'snotrestinginpeacewhereversheis

Herubbedhiseyes..

Scorp:Ineedamoment

Hegotoutofthecarandwalkedaway..

GOVERNORKHUMALO

IpassedbymyDaughter'sroom,Istoodatherdoor



andlistenedtoherpraying..

Slindile:"GodIwillneverstopprayinguntilyouhelp

usfindourbabysister.NaweMalaphoukhonagive

usasign,showuswheresheis"

Shewasholdingherbabysister'spicture..

Sli:"AwuhlulekiNkosi.."

Shestoppedandclearedherthroat..

Sli:"It'sbeenlongGod,showuswheresheis"

Myheartbrokeintoamillionpieces..

BackwhenwewerelivinginKzn,Ihadanaffair

withsomesinisterwoman.Whenmywifewas

pregnantwithourlastborn,Idecidedtoendthe

affair.Itwashardonher,shestruggledthroughout

thewholepregnancy,andwhenmyDaughterwas

born.Themistressstoleherfromthehospital.My

mistresswasaNurse,shestolemyDaughterto

spitemeanduntiltoday.Wedon'tknowwhatshe

didwithher.Shekilledherselfwithouttellingme

aboutmyDaughter,andwheretofindher.Ever



sincefromthen,myfamilybrokeapart.MySon

becamearebeljusttospiteme,wehavebeen

buttingheadseversince.Ifwecouldfindmybaby

girl,shecouldhealourbrokenfamily..

IknowforafactthatmywifeisnotrestinginPeace

wheresheis,MyDaughterSlihasbeenhaving

dreamsabouthermother.Inherdreamsmywife

appearstohercryingandholdingthebaby's

blanket.Evenwhenweusedtovisithergrave,we

wouldfindatombstonetornapart.Idon'tknowhow

manytombstoneswehaveerected.Attimeswewill

findbeescirclinghergravepreventingusfrom

gettingcloser.Whenweconsulted,thePersontold

usthatmywifewillneverbeatpeaceuntilwefind

myotherDaughter...

WehavejustmovedtoGauteng,Irelocatedhereto

betheGavenorofsomeprison.Aprisonthat

sheltersamanthatIhatewithallmyheart.Kenneth

Bhembe,thefuckerwhomademySonjointhe"28s".

Iamlookingfornothingmorebuttomakehislife

difficult,Iwannashowhimwhoisthebossand



whorunstheprison..Igottomystudyandpoured

myselfaglassofwhiskey.Iwentandsatonthe

chairthenclosedmyeyes.AllIwantistofindmy

babygirl,whethershe'sdeadoralive.Sofarthetrail

iscold..

NONGCEBO

SeeingKelso'sGrandmotherdoingourbeddingat

thistimeofthenighthurtmemore.IthoughtKelso

wouldrespecther,butumbonisaamanyala.He

doesn'trespectheratall!!..Fromwhensheloaded

thewashingmachinetocleaningthemattressshe

wascrying,andshewouldputherhandonher

chest.Shewasverybrokenatwhatwashappening

inheryard..Shehadpreparedabathforme,she

batheme,changedthebandageanddressedmeup

inwarmPJsthenputmeinherwarmbed.Sheeven

tookmyclothesfromtheroomandmovedthem

intothehouse,onstrictordersthatI'llbestaying

withherfromhereon.Iwasinpain,mybodywas



aching,myanuswaspainfulthatIcouldn'tevensit

down.Ijusthadlieonmysidethroughandthrough..

Whatwasrunninginmymindwashimswearingat

me,tellingmehowdisgustingIam.Pouringme

withcoldwaterafterhehadshowered.Toldmethat

hedidthebiggestmistakebymarryingme,I'm

useless.IamaFilthyhoeandaplaytoyhencewhy

Makhathiniabusedme.ToldmethatI'mjustgoing

tobesomethingthat'sgoingtobeabusedby

differentmenbecauseofmystupidity.Toldme

aboutthisNelichick.Heevenuploadedherpictures,

praisingheronhowbeautifulsheisandthatI'll

neverbehalfthewomanthatsheis.Toldmeshe's

atvarsitymakingherdreamscometrue,andthat's

thetypeofwomanthatheshould'vemarriedinthe

firstplace.Ipulledtheduvetuptomyfacetowipe

mytears,tearsseemtobefallingwithoutevenme

tryinghard..

IhatemyMother,whydidshegivemeup?How

couldshemoveonandlivelifewithouteven

thinkingaboutmeortryingtolookforme?She'sthe



reasonwhymylifeturnedoutthisway.She'sdoing

thistome

KELSO

Neli:Comeontryit

Ilookedatthecocaine..

Me:Sothisiswhereallyourmoneyisgoing?

Neli:Andsinceyouareaskingmeforfavours,I

wantyoutobuymecoke

Me:NeliIdon'tknow

Neli:Justtryit

Ilookedatit..

Me:Fuckit!

ItooktherolledR50fromher...

SOLE



Igotoutofthecarandwalkeduptohim..

Me:Yougood?

Hehadhisbackagainstme,withhishandsinhis

pockets..

Him:Yeah

Iwalkedcloserandputmyhandonhisshoulder..

Me:Youagreedtohelpuswiththeheist,no

questionsasked.Whatyoudon'tknowaboutmeis

thatIamverysmartandIpromiseyou.Iwillfind

yoursister,Igiveyoumyword

Hedidn'tsayanything..

Me:Iwillfindher

(Silence)

Him:Sole

Me:Yeah?

Him:Getyourmotherfuckenhandoffmyshoulder

beforeIturnaroundandpunchyou.Shitisstarting



togethomo

Ichuckledwhilstshakingmyhead..Itookmyhand

offfromhisshoulder..

Me:Comeon...I'lldriveyouhome

Iwalkedbacktothecar..

.

Tobecontinued
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SCORPION

Ilookedatthetimeanditwas2aminthemorning.I

waslayingonmybackstaringattheceiling.What

Solesaidtoday,Ididn'tknowifIshouldbehappyor

what.Idon'twannabehappy,we'vehavespent

yearssearchingformybabySisterwithoutanyluck.

Evenmyfather'sconnectionsandmoneycouldn't

help.Iwonderedhowitwouldbelikeifwecould

actuallyfindher,Idon'tevenknowhowI'mgoingto



react..

AsIwaslayingonthebed,IheardmysisterSli

crying.Sliisthefirstbornandeversinceshe

starteddreamingaboutourMother,itruinedherlife.

She'safacialMaxillo-oralsurgeon,thatmarriedan

Orthodontist.Theyactuallymetwhentheywerestill

atvarsity,gotmarriedbutfocusedontheircareers

andneverhadkids.Sincethisthingstartedwithmy

Mother,sheseparatedfromherhusbandandnow

theyintheprocessofgettingadivorce.Thelady

thatweconsultedwith,clearlystatedthatmySister

won'thavepeaceuntilwefindourbabysister.

That'swhenmywholefamilywillbeatpeace,and

myMotherwillfinallyrestinpeace.Shehadto

closedownherpractice,andmoveddownhere.I

movedherefirst,thenmyFatherandSlifollowed..I

gotoutofmyroomandwenttohers,shewas

sittingontheflooratthecornerofherbedroom

cryingandhuggingherlegs.Iwalkeduptoherand

satnexttoher..

Her:IsawMomagain

Ipulledherclosertome..



Me:It'sokay,wegoingtofindher..Ipromise

Her:Whereversheisshe'snotokay,therewaythat

Momiscryingittoredeepinside

Me:It'sokay..Wewillfindher

IhopeSolereallycomesthroughforme..

NONGCEBO

Iwaswokenupbymyphoneringingnonestop.

Gramswassleepingnexttome.Ichecked,andit

wasKelsocalling.Ilookedatituntilitstopped

ringing.WhenitstoppedIsawthathehadleftmea

lotofmessages.

"Wherethefuckareyou?"

"Youbetterpraythatyounotwithhim,becauseI'm

goingtokillyouboth"

"IamgoingtohisplaceandforyoursakeIhope

younotthere"

Me:OhhmyGodBanza



IfKelsogoesthere,he'sgoingtokillhim.Icalled

him..

Kelso:Areyoutestingme?

Me:I'minthehouse

Kelso:Doingwhat?

Me:Gramswantedmetomoveinwithher

Kelso:AreyoumarriedtomyGrandmother?

Ungazong'nyelaNongcebo!

HehungupandItookadeepbreath.Whydoeshe

carewhereIam?Earlieronbeforeleavinghesaida

mouthful,whyisn'thewithherifshe'ssomuch

betterthanme?

Iheardthedoorunlocking,heeventooktimeto

unlock.Thenhebangedit..

Kelso:Nongcebo??(yelling)

Kelso'sGrandmotherwokeup..

Kelso:Nongcebo?

Itwasonlyamatteroftimebeforehewalksin

throughthatdoor,andhedid.Heswitchedonthe



lightandlookedatus..

Grams:Kelso!

Helookedather..

Grams:Youaredisrespectingme,comingintomy

bedroomlikethisatthistimeofthenight?

Gramsgotoutofbed..

Grams:Phuma!(Getout)

Kelsorubbedhisnoseandsniffed..

Kelso:YaMaangizelangaizintoeziningi,Iwantmy

wife

Grams:Ngithephuma!(Isaidgetout)

Shetriedtopushhimout,butKelsoreturnedthe

samegesturebypushinghisGrandmotherandshe

fellonthefloor.Icoveredmymouthwithmyhands

shockedatthiswholeincident..

Kelso:Youseewhatyoumademedo?

Hewalkeduptomeanddraggedmeoutofbed,he

heldmyarmtightashedraggedmeoutofthe

bedroom..



Me:Kelsowait...IwannaseeifuMaisokay

Itwaslikemypleawasfallingondeafears.

BANZA

IwassittingwithmyGrandmotherathisgrave,it

wasdarkandquietatthecemetery.

Me:Yaziangithukanga(I'mnotscared)

Grams:Ufaneleangizangangodlambe(Icamehere

peacefully)

Me:uMauyalaGogo(Maisstubborn)

Her:Ngiyazi(Iknow)

Me:Manjekuzokwenzakalani?(What'sgoingto

happennow)

Her:Konkekukuye(It'salluptoher)

Me:Uzofa?(Isshegoingtodie)

Shenodded...

Me:Koyenzakalaningami?(What'sgoingto



becomeofme)

Her:UmdalaBanza,uzokhonaukuzenzelaizinqumo

zakhe(YouareoldBanza,youwillmakedecisions

foryourself)

(Silence)

Me:UyewakhulumangoNongcebo(Youspoke

aboutNongcebo)

Her:Yebo..NjengobauMawakhoeqinisaikhanda,

uNongcebouzoncedwaUManto(Yes..Sinceyour

motherisstubborn,Nongcebowillbehelpedby

Manto)

Me:Umncedangani?(Helpherwithwhat)

Her:Iskhathimasifikauzokwazikonke,uzomthatha

umyisekwaManto(Whenthetimeisright,youwill

takehertoManto)

Me:Gogoukhulumangani?(Whatareyoutalking

about)

Her:KuzobangconoUmauzwangaye,uzozwafuthi

Uboneubuhlungubakhe(itwillbebetterifshetells

you,soyoucanseeherpain)



Thiswasconfusing..

Her:UngidumazileKodwaBanza,njengomuntu

ozobanalesiphokungekudalaudumazilemakuza

kuNongcebo(YouhavedisappointedmeBanza,for

someonewhoisgiftedandwilltakechargesoon

youhavedisappointedmewhenitcomesto

Nongcebo)

Iwasconfused..

Me:Gogo

Her:Konkekuzovelangesikhathi(Everythingwill

unfoldastimegoeson)

NONGCEBO

Whenwegottoourroom,hethrewmedownonthe

floorandthenclosedthedoor.

Hewalkeduptomeandputhisbootonmyneck,he

presseddownhard.Iwasweaktofighthimoff,and

theforceheexertedagainstmythroatmadeit

difficultformetobreath.Ilookedathim,andhe



lookedatme.Thiswasnotmyhusband,Icouldsee

itinhiseyes.Kelsowouldnevermanhandlehis

Grandmotherlikethat,letalonedothistome.Idon't

knowwhatcameoverhim,Idon'tknowwhatwas

goingon.AllIknowisthat,Idon'twantanythingto

dowithhim.Idon'tthinkI'lleverforgivehimforthis.

Whenhesawtearscloudingmyeyes,heremoved

hisfoot.Itriedtocatchmybreathwhenhekicked

me,hekickedmehard..

Kelso:OneofthesedaysI'mgoingtokillyou,I

promiseyou!

AllIcoulddowascry,Ididn'thaveanythingtosay

tohim..

Hewalkeduptothedoorandlockedit,heremained

standinglikethatfacingthedoor.

Kelso:IloveyouNongcebo,Ngik'thandangentliziyo

yamiyonke(IloveyouNongcebo,Iloveyouwithall

myheart)

Whatawaytoshowmethathelovesme..

Kelso:There'snothingthatIwouldn'thavedonefor

you,Iwould'vegivenyoutheworld



Me:I'msorry...(crying)

Hehitthedoor..

Kelso:Why?Whywouldyouhurtmelikethis?

Me:Itwasamistake(crying)

Heturnedandlookedatme..

Kelso:Cheatingisneveramistake

Islowlygotuptositupstraight,mybackleaning

againstthecouch..

Ilookedathim..

Me:Iwasdrunk

Hekeptquiet..

Me:Iwasdrunkanditmeantnothing...Itwas

Fridaynight,thenightbeforeourwedding.Banza

showedupbecauseIhadbeendrunkcallinghim.

Hedidn'tknowwhereIwasandhewantedtoknow

thatIwassafe,Iwentouttomeethiminhistaxi

andthat'showithappened.Iwasdrunkandthrew

myselfonhim,hetriedtostopmebut..

Iwipedmytears..



Me:Ithappenedonce,ithappenedthatnightand

eversincefromthen..Heevenstoppedcallingme

becausehefeltguilty,hewentasfarasblocking

mefromhiseverything.Hehatesmeandwants

nothingtodowithme.Thinkaboutit,ifIlovedhim

andifhelovedmewewouldbeseeingeachother

nowbuthehasagirlfriendandIhaven'tseenhimin

alongtime.I'msorryKelso,itwasnothing.Itwasa

stupidmistake,youcanevenaskSole.Hecame

overtofetchSandisiwethatnight,shewasdrunk

too.Wewerealldrinking,henceshealsoendedup

atthehospital.Itreallymeantnothing...Ididn'tsay

anythingbecauseIwasscared,scaredofthisand

mostlyscaredoflosingyou.IthoughtIwasgoing

totakethatsecrettothegravebutunfortunately

youfoundout,I'mtrulysorry..HonestlyspeakingI

don'tdeserveyou,youareavictiminallofthis.I

don'tevenblameyou,that'swhyIdidn'tevenreport

youbecauseit'sallmyfault

Isawtheicebreakingfromhim.Ididn'tthinkthis

wasgoingtoworkwithhim,Imostlyusedtouseit

withZulutoescapeabeating.



Me:IloveyoubabyandI'msorry

HeslowlywalkedtomeandIgotscared.He

crouchedinfrontofmeandraisedmykneesup.He

partedmylegsandkneltbeforemeinbetweenmy

legs.Heputbothhishandsonmycheeks,then

lookedatme..

Him:Saythatagain

Me:Saywhat?

Heclearedhisthroatashiseyeswelledup..

Him:Sayitagain..Saythatyouloveme

Ittookalotfromdeepinsideofmetoactuallysay

that..

Me:Iloveyou

Him:Sayitagain

Me:Iloveyou

Heleanedcloserandputmyhandonhischest..

Me:Iloveyou..Iloveyou

Hekissedme,hisheartwasbeatingfastIcouldfeel



hisheartbeatwithmyhand..

Me:Iloveyou

Hepinnedhisforeheadagainstmineandwipedmy

tears..

Kelso:Wegoingtobeokayright?

Inodded..

Me:Wegoingtobeokay

Hekissedmeagainandpulledmecloserforahug,

mydamnactingprobablysavedmefromdeath..

SCORPION

Icarefullypickeditupfrommypillowandputit

backinit'ssmallcagewhenIheardaknockatthe

door..

Me:Comein

Sliwalkedin..

Shecameandsatonmybed,shejumpedand



stoodonherfeetwhenshesawthescorpioninit's

cage.Sheactuallysatnexttothecagewithout

realizingit.Shehitmeonmyshoulder..

Her:MaanLindokuhleKhumalo!!!

Me:Ouch!!

Shestartedscratchingherself..

Her:YouknowhowIfeelaboutthisthing

Me:It'ssafelyinit'scage

Her:Howdidyouevengetascorpion?Letalone

keepitwithoutitturningagainstyou?

Me:I'mascorpionremember?

Her:Normalpeoplegetapuppyoracat,notadamn

scorpionasapet

Ipickedthecageup...

Me:It'sactuallyfriendlyyazi

Her:Haimaan

Me:I'mtellingyou,touchit

Iopenedthecageandshesteppedback..



Her:LindoI'mwarningyou

Iwalkeduptoher..SheranoutofmyroomandI

closedthecagefollowingher..

Shegottothekitchenandgrabbedthecanof

Doom..

Her:Stepawayfrommewithyourlittlefriendor

elseIwon'tbeheldresponsibleformyactions

Ilookedatherandthecanofdoom..

Me:Serious?

Her:I'mwarningyou

Iputitdownonthekitchencounter..

Sheputthespraydown.Iquicklygrabbedher..

Sli:LindoI'mwarningyou!!!(screaming)

Ienjoyirritatingher..

Sli:Baba!!!!

Iletgoofher..

Me:Naweuyatefamaan(Youareacrybaby)

Her:IfyouboredgetagirlfriendI'mnotyourtoy!



Ilookedather..

Me:NyweNyweNyweI'mnotyourtoy

Shenarrowedhereyes,myDadwalkedinall

dressedupinhisnewGavenor'suniform..

Dad:Whatsgoingon?

Me:Nothing..Wewerejustplaying

Sli:Hewastryingtogetmestungbyhisscorpion

Dad:ItoldyounottoplaywithSlilikethat,she's

olderthanyou.Youshouldrespecther,andputona

damnshirtIdon'twannaseethat"28"tattoo!

Me:MaybeifmybabysisterwasherethenSli

wouldbeoffthehook

Sli:Lindo

Iwalkedaway...

Dad:Whereareyougoing?Westilltalking

Me:Toputonadamnshirt!

Dad:Lindo!!!!

Iraisedupmytwofingersathim..



Me:Peace!!

Sli:Don'tforgetyourfriend!

Me:He'snotbotheringanyone

Sli:Yousuchachild,growup!!

.

Tobecontinued
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SOLE

Iheardthedoorbellring,Igotupfromthecouch

andwenttoopen.ItwasmyPI

PI:WhatissoimportantthatIhavetocomeso

early?

Me:Followme

Hefollowedmetothelivingroom.Itookthepicture

ofthebabyandgaveittohim..



Me:Ineedyoutofindmethisperson

Him:Ababy?YouhaveababythatIdon'tknowoff

Me:I'mdoingthisforsomeone

Him:Verywell

Heputhisbackpackonthecouchandsatdown..

Him:ProvidemewithwhatIneedtoknow

Me:That'sallIgot

Him:Huh?

Me:She'snotababyanymore.Herdateofbirthat

thebackofthepicturesaysthatshemightbe20,

21,22,23..Ifit'scorrect

Him:Istillneedaname,surname,anything

Me:Idon'thavebuthersurnameis"Khumalo"

Him:Doyouknowhowmanygirlshavethat

surname?It'slikefindinganeedleinahaystack.

Youaskingforamiracle,shouldIperhapswalkon

waterwhilstI'matit?

Me:Lookatthehospitalsheetwherethebabyis



layingon..Ithasthenameofthehospital,I

searchedandit'sahospitalinKzn

Him:Theymighthavetherecordsdatingbackto

herbirth

Me:Unfortunatelynot..Herbrothertoldmethat

theytriedthatrouteandherfilewasstolenonthe

samedaythatshewasstolen.There'snorecordof

thebabyatthathospitalthepersonwhostoleher

wasaNurse,aNursethatwaspresentduringher

birthshehadaccesstoeverything

Him:Sowhyarewechasingacoldtrailatthe

hospital?

Me:IfIamcorrect..Nohealthprofessionalcan

carryoutlabouronherown.Therehadtobeother

professionalswithher,oneswhomightknow

somethingabouttheNurseandthebaby

Him:IdoubtaNursewhostoleababycanlateron

informhercolleaguesaboutsuch

Me:Iwashopingyoucouldsaythat...Wenotgoing

toaskthemaboutthebaby,wegoingtoaskabout

theNurse.Wefindoutaboutherfamilywefindout



whatshedidaboutthebabybeforeshekilled

herself.Shemighthavenottoldhercolleagues

aboutthisbutyoucan'tbringababyhomewithout

explaining

Him:Whatifshehadherownplace?

Me:Youknowwhat'stheproblemwithgoodpeople

whodobadthings?

Him:Schoolme

Him:Theirconsciencebetraysthem,iteatsthemup.

Shemighthavetoldsomeoneclosetoherabout

thisbeforeshekilledherself,someonethatshe

trusted

Him:Offloadtosomeonesoyourguiltyconscience

cannoteatyouup

Me:Exactly!

Him:Idon'tunderstandSole..Youcoulddothison

yourown,whydoyouneedme?

Ishruggedmyshoulders..

Me:Ijustlikehavingpeopledothingsforme



Helookedatthepicture..

Him:I'mflyingtoKznaren'tI?

Me:Onthenextavailableflight,I'lltransferyou

somemoneyforthetickets,accommodationand

everythingelseyougoingtoneed.Ineedthat

informationassoonaspossible

Him:Heard!

NONGCEBO

Iwasinaverybadstate,somuchthatKelsohada

littleheartanddrovemetothehospital.LastnightI

didn'tevengetanysleep,mybodywasaching,I

wasshiveringandIhadblistersonsomepartsof

mybody.Iwasweak,dizzy,andmyheartbeatwas

veryfaint..IfIdidn'tgotothehospitalrightaway,I

fearthatIwasn'tgoingtomakeittoseeanother

day..

Theyattendedtomequickly,theygavemeanIV.



Whenitwasfinished,theyputanotheroneandI

wasabletoregainabitofstrength.Enough

strengthfortheDrtoproceed..Kelsowasstanding

nexttotheopendooraswewaitedfortheDr,he

didn'tsayanything.Hewasmostlyonhisphone.

TheDrwalkedinandmadeherwaytome,shewas

white..Atleasthewaskindenoughtodrivemetoa

privatehospital..

Dr:Howareyoufeelingnow?

Me:Istillfeellikedeath

Shehelpedmetogetupandsitupstraight,she

gentlybalancedpillowsagainstmyback

Shepulledthechairandfacedme,givingKelsoher

back..

Her:IamDrPreston,I'llbeattendingtoyou

Me:Okay

Shetookmyfile..

Her:FirstandforemostIneedtoaskyouafew

questions



Me:Okay

Her:AsaDrIambindedbylawtoreportanysigns

ofabusethatIseefromapatient

Ididnotlikewherethiswasgoing..

Her:Whathappened?Whodidthistoyou

IlookedatKelsoandhegavemeaseriouslook..

Me:Iwasabducted

Her:Bywho?

Me:Idon'tknow

Her:Didyouseetheirfaces?

Me:Notheroomwasalwaysdarkandtheirfaces

werealwayshiddenfromme

IthinkIwasbecomingaprointhislyingthing..

Her:Whendidthishappen?

Me:Idon'tremember

Her:Whentheauthoritiesgethere,willyoubeable

totellthemexactlywhathappened?

Me:Iamnotsure,everythinghappenedsofast



Her:Isthereanythingyouremember?Theirvoices?

Me:Notentirely

Her:Youaresafehere,Ineedyoutotellmethe

truth

Me:Iamtellingyouthetruth

Her:Idon'tbelieveyour"truth"

Myphonebeeped..

Me:Sorry

Itookitandchecked,Kelsohadsentmeapicture

ofBongekaonwhatsappwiththeemoticon" "

Iclosedmyarms..

Dr:MrsBhembe

Iopenedthem,theroomstartedspinningasfear

visitedmeagain..

Me:Canyou..CanyoujusthelpmesothatIcango

homeplease?Youdon'tknowwhatIhavebeen

through.Idon'tneedthisinterrogation,Idon't

wannarelivemynightmare.Please...Justhelpme,

that'sallI'maskingfromyou



Shenoddedandstoodup,shewalkeduptoKelso...

Dr:Couldyoupleaseexcuseus?

Kelso:Why?

Dr:BecauseIsaidso

Kelso:I'mnotleavingmywife

Dr:ShouldIcallsecurity?

Kelso:Whydoyouwantmetoleave?

Dr:Thisisbetweenmeandmypatient

Kelso:YourpatientismyWife

Dr:Whenshe'shereshe'smypatient..Youwantme

tohelpherright?

Kelsolookedatme..

Dr:Soplease

Kelso:I'llbeinthecorridor

Hewalkedout

TheNursetookoutherpagerandshewasonitfor

awhilewhilststandingatthedoor.Icouldsee

Kelsosittingononeofthechairsfacingtheglass



wallandlookingatme..

AfterafewminutesIsawalotoffemaleNurses

walkingintomyward.TheDrclosedtheDoorand

lookedatthem..

Dr:Iknowthatyouguysarebusybutthankyouso

muchforthis,thisiscode9

TheNurseslookedatme..

TheNurseswentandstoodagainsttheglasswall

blockingKelsofromseeingmeandI,him.TheDr

lookedatme..

Dr:Youseetheseladies?

Ilookedatthem..

Dr:RightnowtheyarenotNurses,theyarewomen

justlikeyoustandingrighttheretoshowyouthat

theyunderstand.Theystandingtheretogiveyou

emotionalsupport,togiveyoustrengthbecause

whathappenedtoyoucouldhappentoanyofthem.

Wedon'tknowthemonstersthatwearemarried

tooordatinguntiltheirtruecoloursshow.Ispeak



foralltheladiesinthisroomwhenIsay,wewillbe

damnedtoletyouwalkoutofhereandgobackto

him.

ShelookedattheNurses..

Nurse1:Lovedoesn'thavetohurt,itispureand

effortless

Nurse2:It'sokaytofearforyourlife,thekeyisto

passthroughthatfearandputonthegarmentof

courage

Nurse3:Ifoneabuserhastobelockedaway,it

makesahugedifferenceandsavesthenextvictim

Nurse4:Ifitdoesn'tstartwithyouthenitwillend

withsomeoneelse

Nurse5:Youcanspeakup

TheDrlookedatme..

Dr:Youarebrave,andyouareverystrong.You

surviveduntilyougothere,youcansurviveeven

whenyouwalkoutbutyoudon'thavetofightfor

survivalunderhishand

Thiswasveryemotional..Ifelttearsstreaming



down..

Dr:It'sokay,youaresafe

IpulledthesheetandcoveredmyfaceasIcried

fordearlife..

Dr:Youwillneverrealizehowstrongyouareuntil

youfightyourabuser.FromthemomentIwalkedin,

Icouldseethefearthathewasbringingtoyou.I

wastalkingtoyoubutyouwerelookingathim,

tryingtofindvalidationiftheliesyouweretelling

werebelievableenough.Wecanhelpyou,allwe

wantisforyoutotelluswhathappened,howishe

threateningyou.Wecannothelpifyoudon'tallow

ustohelpyou...Itshouldendtoday,anditshould

endnow..SonowI'masking,howcanwehelp?

GAVENORKHUMALO

IlookedatalltheWardens..

Me:Asyouhavealreadybeenbriefed,Iamthenew

chiefofthisprison.Iputmyhandsonthetableand



leanedforwardstilllookingatthem...

Me:GentlemenIrunatightship,it'seitheryou

cruisewithmeoryoudrown.Itookmytimetolearn

aboutthisprisonandI'mgoingtochangeit,change

howeverythingworksaroundhere.Ineedtoknowif

youarewithme,oryouareagainstme

Theyallkeptquiet..

Me:Thinkaboutthat,I'llberightback

Imademywayoutandwalkedtothechanging

room.Allprisonerswerelockedupintheircells,

therewasnoprionserwalkingaroundfree..

IgottothechangingroomswiththekeysthatIwas

goingtoneedtoopentheirlockers.Ineededto

knowwhichwardensIcantrust,andwhichones

arepussiestothe28s.Ineededtofindsomething,

anythingthatisoutofplaceintheirlockersthatcan

leadmetoseeingwhocanandcannotbetrusted.

Onethingforsure,theyneverexpectedthis.They

neverexpectedmetosearchtheirlockerssonoone

gottimetoprepareandhideoutanything..

.



Tobecontinued
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KELSO

IwalkedaroundtheparkinglotasIwaitedformy

fathertopickup..

Him:Kelso?

Me:PopsIneedhelp

Him:Howdidtheheistgo?

Itotallyforgotaboutthat...

Me:Slighthiccups,nothingwecan'tfix

Him:ScorpionisthebestIhaveinthecrew,there



shouldn'tbe"hiccups"

Me:Wefixingit

Him:Idon'thavetime,whatdoyouwant?

Me:IneedacertainDoctorthreatened

Him:Why?

Me:Longstory..It'sauhm...DrPreston,Iwasable

tolocatehercarintheparkinglot.Thenumber

platesarehersurnameandtheparkingspotis

marked.ShedrivesaHyundaituscon,whitein

colour.Iwantittobeatonightthing

Him:I'llseewhatIcando

Me:Thankyou

Him:Fuckengetthatmoney

Me:Iwill!

Ihungup...

IwouldnevercauseanyharmtoBongeka,but

Nongcebodoesn'tknowthat.Bongekaisvery

importanttoNessi,Ican'tharmherwithout

breakingNessi'sheart.Nessiwillneverforgiveme..



Nongceboisveryconfusedrightnow,andthis

Prestonispressingher.I'mworriedshemightbreak.

Iamnotscaredofgoingtoprison,butthecase

mightdragnomatterhowmuchmoneyIcanspend

onitandifIdogetchargedI'llloseNongcebo.She

willmakearunforitandnevercomeback..That

wouldbemelosingher...

SOLE

Kelso'sGrandmotherwasverydistraught.Ican't

believeeverythingthatshewastellingmerightnow,

IknowKelsoisashitheadbuthewouldn'tharmhis

Grandmother.LetaloneNongcebo,thisisn'tmaking

anysense..

Me:Thisisnotmakinganysense

Her:Kelsoisveryimpulsive,hehasangerissues

butwhathehasbecomelately.Ican'teven

recognizehimanymoretherewaythathetortures

thisgirl.I'mafraidhe'sgoingtokillher



Me:Theyjustgotmarried,Ithoughthewashappy

Her:Ithoughtsotoo

Me:Iamnotmakingexcusesforhimbutasmuch

asheisimpulsivebutKelsodoesn'tdoanything

withoutareason..Whathappened?

Her:HehasbeenaccusingNongceboofcheating

Isighed..

Me:Heisstillatthat?

Her:Ireallydon'tknowwhattodo

Me:Idoubtsheischeating.Ifshewas,Sandisiwe

wouldknow.Womentalk

Her:Exactly!

Me:I'lltalktohim,andseewhat'sgoingon

Her:Thankyouverymuch

(Silence)

Her:Sole

Ilookedather..

Her:Youtheonlypersonthatheisscaredofand



youtheonlypersonthatcangetthroughtohim,I'm

puttingthisgirl'sfateinyourhands

Inodded..

Me:I'llseewhatIcando

GAVENORKHUMALO

Theyopened,andIwalkedin.Thelightbulb

providedabitoflight...Hewassittingonthebed

leaningagainstthewallwithabookinhishands..

Me:ModridMartinez

Hedidn'tevenlookatme..Iwalkeduptohimand

thewardenswalkedbehindme..

Me:IamthenewGavenor,Khumalo

Hestilldidn'tsayanything..

Me:Youweretransferredfromamaximumprison,

tothisprison.Youmusthavedonesomethingright,

consideringthatthejudgewhosentencedyou

hatesyou.Howdidhesuddenlydevelopaheart?



Modrid:CanIhelpyouGavenor?

Hestillkepthiseyesfocusedonthebook..

Me:Sinceyougothere,youhavebeeninsolitary

confinement.Ithinknowit'stimeyougettreated

likeanormalprisoner.Chainsoff,andanewcell

Modrid:Trustme..Mybeingheresavesalotof

Prisonersoutthere

Me:Whatdoesthatmean?Shouldwebeworried?

Modrid:No..Ijustdon'thaveanyinterestin

engagingwithfellowinmates

Me:CanIaskyousomething?

Modrid:Yougoingtoaskanyway

Me:Yourbrotherisaverywellconnectedperson,

whyhasn'thetriedgettingyouout?AndreMartinez

canbreakthroughthatJudgeasiflikehe'sbreaking

apieceofbread

Modrid:Whatastupidquestion,andtoanswerit.I

amallforjusticebeingserved.Iwilldomy

sentencefully



Helookedatme..

Me:Youareherebecauseyouwanttobehere,not

becauseyoudon'thaveachoice

Modrid:Nowyougettingthehangofit

Me:Wellthenenjoyyourbook

Modrid:Thankyou

Iwalkedtothedoor..

Me:Keepacloseeyeonhim

Warden:YesSir

NONGCEBO

ItrulyappreciatewhatDrPrestonwastryingtodo,

it'sgoodtoseethattheareotherwomenwho

understandyoursituationanddon'tjustjudgeyou.

TheNurseshadleft,itwasonlymeandher..

Her:MrsKB

Me:PleasecallmeNongcebo



Her:That'swhattheydo,theyusefeartokeepyou

intherelationship

Me:Kelsoisadifferentbreed,thisisnotjusta

typicalabuser.Iappreciateyoutryingtohelpbut

thisisbiggerthanyou,themoreyousinkindeeper

theremoreyou'llgetintrouble

Her:Iamnotscared..WhenIlookathim,Isee

anothertypicalabuser

Me:Thisisnotaboutme,thisisaboutsomeone

else.SomeoneIdeeplycarefor.IfIturnhimin,he's

goingtogettoher

Her:Wecanmakeaplan

Ishookmyhead..

Me:Hehascontactseverywhere,I'mnotupagainst

justoneperson.I'mupagainstawholelotofshit

heads

Her:Howwouldyouknowunlessyoutry?Going

backtohim.Hewillendupkillingyou

Me:Ibelieveifhewantedtokillme,hewould've

donethatalready.Lookyoucancolletallthe



evidenceandkeepit,onedayI'mgoingtoneedit.

OnedaywhenIknowthatshe'ssafe

Her:Idon'twantyougoingback

Me:I'velivedthislifeforyears,Kelsoisnotthefirst

abuser.I'velivedthissomuchthatI'mbeginningto

thinkIwasdestinedforit

Her:Don'tyouhaveafamily?

Ishookmyhead..

Me:MyMothergavemeupforadoptionwhenIwas

stillababy,myownMotherdidn'twantme.How

willotherpeoplewantme?It'sbeenyears.Shehas

neverbotheredtoevencomeback,Iusedtositat

thatorphanageeverydaythinkingthatshewould

eventuallywalkedin.Thinkingmaybeshehada

validreasonforgivingmeupandshewill

eventuallycomeback,butsheneverdid

Iclosedmyeyesandpushedbacktears..

Me:Thisishappeningtomebecauseshewas

neverthere.Nevertheretogroomme,andtellme

aboutlife.IendedupmarryingamanthatIbarely



knewbecauseIbelievedinlovesomuch.Ididn't

thinkaboutallthebadthingsthatcanhappenina

marriage,Ionlyviewedthebeautifulsideofit

Her:Whatdoyouwant?

Me:Tobefree..Tolivemylifewithoutfear,tolive

forme.Togettoknowme,gothroughlifealoneand

beemotionallydependentonmyself.Iwannaknow

whoNongcebois,Nongcebowithoutamannextto

her.Beselfishforonceandliveforme,work

towardsbetteringmyself.BethewomanthatIwant

tobe,gotoschool,getagoodjob.Possiblytravel

theworld..Iyearnforthatkindofindependency

Shenodded..

Her:WecanpreachuntilKingdomcomes,butonly

youcangiveyourselfthat.Onlyyoucanstopthis,

wecan'thelpyouifyoudon'twanttobehelped.

Someoneoncesaidtomethatwhenitcomesto

helpingsomeonedon'ttryharderthanthem,Ido

hopethatonedayyouwillleave.Leavewithouta

coffin.There'sonlymuchthatIcandoforyou,and

everythingelseisuptoyou.Iamnotgoingtojudge



you,Iamnotgoingtocallyouafool.Idon'tknow

whatyougoingthroughandIdon'tknowyour

reasons.AllIknowisthatforyoutodenyhelp,then

youhaveagoodreasonforit.NooneandImean

noonewillchoosehurtandpain,onlyyou

understandyourlifeandyouknowhimbetterthanI

do...Iwillkeeptheevidenceforyou,Ihopeoneday

youwillcomebackandhavethecouragetoturn

himin,youdon'tknowwhomyougoingto

encouragetoo

Me:Thankyou..Thankyouverymuch

SCORPION

Whenthegeneralcalls,youshowupnoquestions

asked.AfterhisphonecallIdrovetotheprisonto

findoutwhathewanted..

Iwaiteduntilitwasvisitinghours,thentheybrought

himin..



Him:Scorpion..Thankyouforcoming

Me:Itsoundedimportantonthephone

Him:Iwantyoutothreatensomeone.DrPreston,

sheworksatStHopehospital.Shehasherown

parkingspot,andhersurnameisonhernumber

plate.ShedrivesaHyundaituscon

Me:Whatdidshedo?

Him:Justtellherthatwhatshedidtodaywas

unacceptable,tellherthatifshe'snotcarefulalot

canhappen

Inodded..

Him:Theresaanewsheriffintown

Me:Ohyeah?

Him:Heseemslikehedoesn'ttakeshit

Me:Arewesafe?

Him:Idon'tknowbuthe'sgotWardensscaredand

shaking,wewillbeaffectedintheprocess

Kendoesn'tknowthatIamtheGavenor'sSon,I

wouldliketokeepitthatway..



Me:I'llgotothisPreston

Him:Good...Nowtellme,whathappenedwiththe

heist?

Me:Yoursonstoodisup,henevershowedup

Him:Whatdoyoumean?

Me:Wewaitedandwaited

Him:Thatdoesn'tsoundlikeKelso

Me:You'llhavetotalktohim

Him:Maybesomethingimportanthappened,maybe

somethinghappenedtothewife

Me:Ireallydon'tcare,justtellhimtokeeptohis

endofthedeal...Ican'tworklikethis

Him:Iunderstand

IsawmyFatherlookingatus..

Me:Ihavetogo..I'llsortoutthisPrestonsituation

Him:Thankyou
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BANZA

Thequeuewaslonganddepressing,itwasfull

todayatshoprite.I'mnotsurprised,it'smonthend.

ThisistheonlyfreetimeI'llgettocomeandbuy

toiletries,afteranhourI'llbeontheroadsincewe

busy.Iglanceddownatmyshoppingbasket,I

realizedthatIforgotabodylotion.Iturnedbackto

abeautifulladystandingbehindme,shewasbusy

onherphone..

Me:Sorry

Shelookedatme,shewasreallybeautifulnolie.

Shehadonabeautifullywrappedheadscarf,her

makeupwasn'taputoffandIlikedthatredlipstick.

Shewasleaningforwardagainsthertrolley,she's

short.Chubbycheeks,andhasathickbody.She

waswearingalongsleeveblackdress,black

stockingsandboots..

Me:Iforgotsomething,doyoumindkeepingmy

spotforme?

Shesmiledatme..



Her:Noproblem

Iputmyshoppingbasketonthefloorandwentto

getthebodylotion.Ithencameback..

Me:Thankyou

Her:Youwelcome

(Silence)

Me:Kugcwelenamhlanje(It'sfulltoday)

Her:Kakhulu(Toomuch)

InoticedtheFordkeyonherhand..Shehadonred

&whitebeadedbraceletsaroundherwrists..

Me:I'msorrytobeforward..Areyouatraditional

healer?

Shelaughed..

Her:Spiritualhealer

Me:Huh?

Her:IacceptedmygiftandbecameaProphetand

myspiritualguidestheyworkwithmetoo..

Ancestorsasyoucallthem



Me:Howdoesitwork?

Her:Howdoeswhatwork?

Me:WorkingbothwithGodandancestors?

Her:Ithoughtthatacceptingmygifttheprophetic

way,IwasonlygoingtobeGod'sservantbutmy

Ancestorsstuckaroundtoo.IfIneedtohelp

someoneconsideringwhatthepersonbelievesin,I

willhelpthemaccordinglytowhattheybelievein

Me:OhwIsee

Her:Spiritualguidesworkwellintermsof

generationalcurses,sayifinyourfamilythere'sa

generationalcurse.Yourancestorswhounderstand

thecursemightstepintohelp

Me:Sohowdidtheyacceptyouatchurch?

Her:I'mnotevil.Idon'tharmpeoplenorhurtpeople

andmychurchacceptspeoplewithbothgifts.Iam

rightwithGod

Me:Wow..Thisismindblowing,soinasituationof

witchcrafthowdoyouhelp?Especiallyiftheperson

wantsrevenge



Her:WellinthatsituationIhelpyoutoberidofthat

witchcraftonlyandhowtoprotectyourself.Idon't

sendbackwhatevertheydidtoyoubacktothat

person,butifyourancestorswantitlikethatorif

Godwantsitthatwaytheytheoneswhotakethe

leadafterall"vengeanceisallmine"saiththeLord,

ifGodwantstopunishyourenemies.Hewill.

Deuteronomy28:7.."TheLordwillgrantthatthe

enemieswhoriseupagainstyouwillbedefeated

beforeyou.Theywillcomeatyouinonedirection"

Me:"butfleefromyouinseven"

Shesmiled..

Her:YouknowyourBible

Me:Myfatherisajuniorpastor

Her:That'snice...Manypeoplewhentheycomefor

helpandtheyfindoutwhoisbehindtheirsuffering

theytendtowantrevengeagainstthatperson,a

toothforatooth.AndIalwaystellthemifGod

wantstorevengeyourenemieshewill,leaveitall

untoGodandwhenGodrevengestheyendup

comingtoyoukneelingdownandaskwhich



witchcraftyouareusingorwhichGodyouserving

becauseheispowerful

Iwasveryimpressed,madimpressed..

Itookoutmyphone..

Me:Forgivemeforjumpingthegunhere,butuhm..

MaybeIwouldwanttoconsult.CanIpleasehave

yournumber?

Her:Ofcourse

Sheputinhernumber..

Me:Thankyou..I'mBanzabytheway

Her:Manto

Thatnamesoundedfamiliar,Irememberedmy

dreamlastnight..

Me:Manto

Her:Younext

Me:Whatabeautifulname

Her:Banzayounext

Cashier:Abutihleplease!!!



Me:OhwyaaI'mnext

Shelaughedandshookherhead..

NONGCEBO

SandisiwewalkedinwithSole.Shelookedatme

andmadeherwaytome..

Sandi:OhhmywordIsweartoGodI'mgoingtokill

him!

Sheputherbagonthebedandhuggedme,fora

momentIevenforgotthatIwasinpain.Despite

whathappenedbetweenus,Iwasgladthatshewas

here..

Sandi:Whatthehelliswrongwiththatguy?What

thehelliswrongwithhim?

Shelookedatme..

Me:I'mokay...I'mokay

Tearsstreameddown.Solelookedatme..



Sole:Howareyou?

Me:I'llbeokay

Sole:Ican'tbelievethis!whathasgottenintoKelso?

Ihavebeentryingtogetaholdofhimbut..

Sandi:Youarenotgoingbackthere

Me:Sandiyoudon'tunderstand

ShelookedatSole..

Sandi:Shecan'tgobackthere

Sole:Youcanmoveinwithus,youalwayswelcome

Me:Iappreciatethegestureguysbut..

Sandi:Nongceboheisgoingtokillyou

Me:DidhetellyouthatIwashere?

Sole:ActuallyGramsdid

Me:Howisshe?

Sole:She'sverydistraught

Sandi:Whywouldhedothis?

Me:HeissuspectingthatI'mcheating



Sandi:Whatthehell?

Sole:Thisismessedup

SandilookedatSole..

Sandi:Ifyoudon'tdoanythingaboutthis,I'llnever

forgiveyou

Sole:Whereishe?

Me:I'mnotsure

Sandi:Callhim

Sole:He'snotpickingupmycalls..I'llberightback

Hewalkedout...

Sandisatdownandlookedatme..

Sandi:Howisthishappening?Whyisthis

happening?Youguysjustgotmarriednotsolong

ago..Yousupposedtobehappyandenjoyingyour

marriageNongcebo!notthis

Me:IwouldlietoyouifIsaidIknewwhathappened,

hejustchanged..ChangedintosomeoneIdon't

know.Ifyoucouldseemybody,I'llneverfeel

comfortableundressinginfrontofanyonefrom



hereon

Sheshookherhead..

Ichuckled..

Me:Ishouldbehappythathehasn'ttouchedmy

face,atleastnotyet

Sandi:Thisissowronginsomanylevels,Idon't

knowwhatI'ddoifSolecouldraisehishandonme.

I'dprobablystabhiminhissleep

Ilaughed..

Me:You'llalwaysbecrazy

Sheheldmyhand..

Me:I'llneverforgivehim,hetookthatbigpartofme

thatlovedhimdearly...Iwillneverforgivehim

Itookadeepbreath..

Me:AndI'llneverforget

KELSO



IdrovetoNeli'splacetogoandseeher,eventoday

shedidn'tattendherclasses..

Neli:ThisisthelaststashIhave

Me:Wherecanwegetmore?Ineedmore

Neli:It'sR600

Me:affordable

Neli:Waituntilyourunoutofmoney

Me:Don'tworryaboutme,I'mahustler

Neli:Sowhatiswifeydearestsayingaboutthis?

Me:Aboutwhat?

Neli:YouandI,thedrugs,everything

Me:Iwouldappreciateitifwedon'ttalkaboutmy

wife

Neli:Okay

(Silence)

Me:Ihavethisangertowardsher,canyoubelieve

shecheatedandcaughtanSTI?

Neli:What?



Me:Entlekuyanginyanyisa(shedisgustsme)Itried

tospiceupoursexlifebut...Thatbitchliterally

messedherselfupwhenweweretryingAnal,Idon't

thinkI'llevertrythatagain

Shelaughedandclappedherhands..

Neli:Idon'tbelieveit!She'snotgoodforyourimage

Me:.Eventheguyshecheatedonmewith,he'sway

belowme..Abloodytaxidriver!Ontheroadallday

withhisballssweating,thensheallowedhimtohit

that...Yerrrrrrrr

Neli:Whenyoucheatorreplacesomeoneatleast

goforsomeonewhoisatthesamelevelorbetter...

Ataxidriver,ayiakakuzwanga

Me:Iwannabreakthatbitchsobadthatshewill

hateMenfortherestofherlife..Herprevious

relationshipshewasinvolvedwithanoldman,he

wasalsointhetaxibusiness

Neli:Shehasathingforabomagezashame

Me:Ispentalotofmoneyonthisbloodywedding,

spentmoneyonacheaphoeI'mevenstartingto



believethatshehasbeensleepingaround..Yisifebe

esingcolileleyanto

Neli:Yaneh..ThathaKelsowithyourcheap

whatever..Haimaanyoucandobetter

Ileanedoverandkissedher..

Me:Waybetter

Myphonestartedringing,itwasSole.Iswitchedit

off..

GERTRUDE

SandisiwehadtextedmethatNongcebowas

admitted,Kelsobeatherup..

Iwasattheoffice,Icalledher..Shedidn'tpickup,I

calledheragain..

Sandi:Aunty?

Me:WhatareyoutalkingaboutKelsobeatup

Nongcebo?



Sandi:It'sbadAunty,shelookssodrainedlike

there'snolifeinherleftanymore.Idon'tknowwhat

hedidtoherexactlybut..Hebrokeher

Istartedbreathingfast..

Me:Isshegoingtobeokay?

Sandi:Idon'tthinkso..Iwastellingherthatshe

shouldmoveinwithus

Me:No!

Sandi:Whynot?

Me:Thatwillonlyaggravatehimmore,itwillmake

himworse

Sandi:Auntyifwedon'tgetherout,she'sgoingto

die!She'smyfriendandI'mnotgoingtolethimkill

her

Me:Iknowbabybutthisisaverytightsituation.

Onewrongmove,hewillsnaptothepointofno

return

Sandi:Sowhatdowedo?

Me:Givemeaminute



Ihungupandputmyphoneonthetable.Iclosed

myeyesandstartedbreathinginandout.I

unbuttonedmyshirt..

Me:BreathGert

***************FLASHBACK************

Iwasonthefloornakedandbleeding,hehada

sjambokandhewaswhoopingme.Thefloorwas

cold,whenhewasseeingthathewasgettingtired

hewouldchangehishand.

IglancedatthedoorwayandIsawmyDaughter

standingtherescaredandshaking.Sheeven

urinatedonherself,That'swhentearsstartedto

streamdown..

Ken:Ifyouevertrytoleaveagain,I'mgoingtokill

you!Worseyouleftandtookmykidswith!

Me:Takie

Kenstoppedandlookedather..

Ken:Takiegobacktoyourroom



Takielookedathim..

Ken:Now!!!!!

Takieranbacktoherroom..

*************

IquicklymademywaytothebathroomasI

struggledtobreath.Iopenedthetapandsplashed

thewateronmyface,thenIlookedatmyselfinthe

mirror.Iunbuttonedmyshirtallthewaydown,I

closedmyeyesastearscontinuedtostreamdown

mycheeks.Itookofftheshirtandlookedatthe

scars,theywereveryfaintnowbuttometheywere

asclearasdaylight.Takingmebacktothathorrible

night..

NONGCEBO

IwasonwhatsappandBanza'sprofilepicturedidn't

showanymore.Iforgotthathehadblockedme.I

viewedstatusupdates.



IwenttoviewKelso'sstatusupdates..

Hehaduploadedvideosofhimselfandthegirl,one

videoinparticularshewasmakingcutefacesand

hewasstandingbehindher.Withhisarmaround

herneckandkissingheronherneck.Shewasonly

inherbraandherlowerbodywasn'tshowing.I

couldseefromhissidethathewasn'twearinganyt

-shirt...Her:Babe

Heraisedhisheadandlookedatthecamera.

Her:Weshouldtryanalsex,Iwannaexperiencethat

chocolatecum

Theybothlaughed...

Kelso:Youjustfuckedupmyday

Hewalkedawayandshefollowed..

Her:BabecomeonIwasjustjokinghey

Him:Ihopeso

Shekissedhim..

Her:Iloveyou

Shewipedhislowerlip..



Him:Iloveyoutoonunuberry

Thevideoended...

Iputmyphoneaway,Ican'tbelieveheactuallytold

herwhathappenedthatnight.Judgingfromhow

shefounditfunny,heprobablymadeajokeabout

it...Myheartwastorn..

.

Tobecontinued
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NONGCEBO



Lateronatnight,NessiandBongekavideocalled

me..

Me:TonightIamblessed

Bongeka:Wait..Areyouatthehospital?

Me:Yes

Nessi:Whathappened?

Me:Nothingmuch,theyjustcleaningmywomb

Nessi:Didyoumiscarry?

Me:Seemsliketheboardingschoolisverygood,I

didn'tmiscarryjustbeenhavingproblemswithmy

womb

Bongeka:It'snothingseriousright?

Me:Notatall

Nessi:Youlookedverydrained

Me:Hospitalsarenotthebestplacehey

Bongeka:Youdon'thavethat"Ijustgotmarried

glow"

Me:IknowbutI'llbefine



Nessi:YouandmyUnclearehavingproblemsright?

I'veseenhiswhatsappupdates

Bongeka:Andwhothehellisthatyellowbone?

Nessi:Shelookswild,partyanimaldefinitelyaparty

andwhore

Me:Wedon'ttalklikethataboutotherpeople

Nessi:Heischeatingonyou!

Bongeka:Yaathat'snotcool

Me:Thisisasituationforgrownuppeople

Nessi:Soareyougoingtodivorcehim?

Me:Yougirlshavenothingtoworryaboutokay?

Justfocusonyourstudiesanddon'tstressabout

such

Bongeka:It'shardtofocusonourstudieswhenyou

guysaremeanttobeonyourhoneymoonbutyou

atthehospital

Me:I'llbefine...Don'tstressjustfocusonyour

booksandstayoutofthis



SCORPION

Iwaitedforhertodrivein,I'vetailedherfromthe

hospitaluntiltoherplace.Istilldon'tunderstand

whyIwasdoingthis,whatdidshedotooneofus?

Idroveinafterher,beforethegateclosed.Imade

surethatitwasaveryquickthing,andIgotoutof

thecarfirsttomakesureagainthatshedoesn'tget

outofhersquickerthanmeorpossiblycallforhelp..

Iknockedonherwindow..

Me:Openthedoor

Her:Whoareyouandwhatdoyouwant?

Me:OpenthedoororIwillbreakthewindowand

pullyouout,quickerthanyoucancallforhelp

Sheopenedthedoorandgotout..

Her:Whatdoyouwant?

Shelookedatabitscared..

Me:Whatyoudidtodayatthehospital,youhave

justputyourselfindangerandwedon'trespond



welltodanger

Her:Whatareyoutalkingabout?

Me:Ithinkyouknow

Shathoughtforamoment..

Her:Whereyousentbythehusband?CanIgetmy

phoneandshowyousomething?

Me:Getyourphone,butdon'ttryanythingstupid

Shaopenedthedoorandgotherphone.

Her:Iwanttoshowyousomething

Shawasonitforawhile..

Her:Here..Swipetotheleftforme

Shewasshowingmepicturesofawomanthatwas

badlyhurt.Thefacewasn'tshowing,onlythebody..

Her:Themanwhodidthistoher,isthesameman

thatyoutryingtokillmefor.Toprotecthim!Youare

protectinganabuser

Thiswasnoton,Kenknowstherules.Wedon't

touchwomen,wedon'trapewomen,ordon'tbeat



them.Ican'tbelieveIwasstandingheretryingto

protecthisSon!

Her:Iwillgoontosaythatyouareweak!Youare

standinghereinfrontofmeprotectinganabuser!

What'swrongwiththeMeninthisworld?Ifhe's

yourfriendthenyoudoingaprettybadjob!What

aboutthatpoorwoman?Heabusedher.She's

layinginthehospitalbedfearingforherlife,doesn't

wannapresschargesbecauseshe'sscared.Scared

ofthissituationthatIamstartingtogetscaredtoo.

Sowhatisitthatyouguysdo?Violatewomenand

protecteachother?Whatashame.Killmeifyou

want,andifyoudodecidetotakecareofherat

leastrememberhername.NongceboBhembe,may

thesepictureshauntyouforever!

MANTO

Iblewthematchstickwhenthecandlestarted

burning.Iexhaledandlookedatit,thenIlookedat

myphone..



Me:Callalready

IknewthatIwasgoingtomeetBanzaatshoprite

that'swhyIpassedallthosesupermarketscloseto

myareaandspecificallywenttothatone.Banzais

theonlypersonwhowillleadmetothegirlthatIam

meanttohelp..Ihavealsolearntthatheismy

futureHusband.Ahusbandthatmyancestors

choseforme.Ihaven'thadanyluckwhenitcomes

torelationships,myancestorsneverapproved

becausetheyhavekeptsomeoneforme.That

someoneisBanza..Whenwetalkedatthe

supermarketIfeltthechemistryandtheconnection

betweenus,weunderstoodeachothersowelland

heneverevenjudgedme.Thebestandrealest

conversationI'veeverhadwithsomeoneinavery

longtime...

ThisgirlthatI'mmeanttohelp,I'vebeenshown

whathappenedtoher.Herpreviousrelationship,

herinlawsdidherverydirty.Theymarriedheroff

tothepersonthatshewasinvolvedwith.Now,they

couldn'tusehisrealimagebecauseshewasgoing



tonoticethatsomethingwasoff.Theydisguised

himwithBanza'simagetoblindher.Aspiritual

husbandtendstocausealotofdistraction

especiallyifthewomanisinarelationship.Dueto

theintimacy,theymakethewoman'spartnertobe

lessinterestedinherbecauseoftheeffectsthatthe

intimacybrings.Thiswomanwhodidthistothis

girlisaverypowerfuldarktraditionalhealer.

Umlalisanesilwane,basicallysheissleepingwith

thecreaturedesguisedasBanzaofwhichis

standingstronginthespiritualrealmstanding

strongforthelady'shusband.Asiflikethat'snot

badenough,bamshayangesichitho(acurse)

Henceherhusbandisfindingherdisgustinganda

turnoff..

Itreallybreaksmyheartknowingthatshe's

destinedforgoodthingsbutsuchpeopleare

makingitdifficultforhertoreachherdestiny

Idon'tknowwhypeoplehavetobethisevilinthe

world..



SOLE

Kelsowaslosingit.Ihadactuallycheckedhis

whatsappstatusupdatesandtextedhim,hethen

blockedme.Idon'tknowwhyhe'sactinglikethis,

butheneedstogethisshittogether.Ireceiveda

callfrommyPI..

Me:And?

Him:Ijustlanded

Me:Fuckitman,atwhattimedidyouleave?

Him:Don'tworryaboutthat...TomorrowmorningI'll

begoingtothehospital

Me:Cool...You'llcallme

Him:Sharp

Itookthepictureandlookedatitagain,Inoticed

thehospitalwristbandfromthemother.Shewasn't

showinginthepicturejustherarm..

Me:Tho..ThokozileKhumalo



Ididn'taskScorpionforhisMother'sname..

Iexhaledandlookedatthebaby..

Me:Whereareyou?

NONGCEBO

Iwastryingtofallasleepbutitwasdifficult,Ikept

ontossingandturning.Iwaslostinmythoughts..

AsIwastryingtosleep,Ifeltawarmtouch.A

feelingthatIhaveneverexperiencedbefore,more

likeamother'stouch.ItwasverywarmIcan'teven

describeit..

Iturnedtothesidetoseewhatwasgoingonbutit

wasquiet.Iwasaloneintheward.Thatwas

strange,Itriedsleepingagain..

.

Tobecontinued
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SANDISIWE

[2MONTHSLATER]

IwasonthesecondtrimesterandIwasenjoyingit

morethanthefirsttrimester.Ienjoyedthebaby

moving,thekicks.TheonlythingthatIstruggled

withwasswollenfeet,thatpartIdidn'tenjoyatall.I

trytodohomepregnancyexercisesasmuchasI

can,soIdon'tputonalotofweight.Considering

howobsessedIamwithchocolates..

Workwasstillnice,Ienjoywritingmycolumn,

checkingoursocialmediapagespeoplewere

actuallystartingtolikeit..

AsmuchasIdidn'twantanyoppositesexfriends,

butAnelemadeitimpossibleforusnottobeona

friendshiplevel.Heisanicedude,understandsand

respectsboundaries.

Anele:Don'tyouwannagoout?

Me:Wheretoo?



Anele:Ihaveastorythatrequiresmetogoandvisit

thefamily

Me:Whatisthestoryabout?

Anele:Theyburiedawrongbody

Me:Soundsinteresting

Anele:Itdoes

Me:Yougetinterestingcasesasajournalist

Anele:Somecasesarejustwaytoounbelievable

Me:YaIknow..WellI'dliketogowithyou

Anele:That'sgreat..Wewillleavein5

Me:Letmecallmyboyfriendandtellhimtopickme

uplater

Anele:Sharp

IgotupandwenttotomycubletocallSole..

Sole:Sweets

Me:HowareyouSnowflake

Sole:I'mgoodactuallywasonmywaytopicking

youup



Me:Yaaboutthat...I'maccompanyingafriendto

somefamily,there'saninterestingstoryofafamily

buryingthewrongbody

Sole:It'sthatpartofthejob?

Me:NoIjustwannagothereandseewhat's

popping

Sole:Idon'tknowhowtofeelaboutthat,youshould

becominghomeandresting

Soleisveryannoyingattimeswhenitcomestomy

pregnancy.HetreatsmelikeI'msick,doesn'twant

metodoanything.AccordingtohimIwouldn'teven

beworking..

Me:I'mfine..It'sjustaworktrip

Sole:Solongyoupromisethatyougoingtobesafe

Me:Iwill

Sole:Okay...Iloveyou

Me:Iloveyoutoo

Anelewalkeduptome..

Anele:It'shisfirstbaby?



Me:Yes

Anele:Nowonder

Me:He'sannoying

Anele:He'sjustbeingprotective,Iwouldbetoo

Me:Yashouldwego?

Anele:Yeslet'sgo

Me:Okay

Itookmybag..

Me:Thisisgoingtobefun

Anele:Veryfun

NONGCEBO

IaskedMinkitoputinmorehoursforme,evenifI

don'tgetpaidit'sokay.SolongI'mawayfromhome

andspendmostofmytimeatworkthenI'mhappy.

Homeisstillanightmare,thoughthelasttimehe

puthishandsonmewasbeforeIwenttothe



hospital..He'susuallynotthatmucharound

anymore,dayscanpasswithouthimbeingathome.

Ifiguredheiswiththatlady,whichIdon'tmindat

all.IthurtsyesbutatleastIgetpeace.Idon'tknow

what'shappeningwithhim,Kelsoisjustspiraling

outofcontrol..

IsawKelowalkingin,helookedaroundandspotted

me.Hemadehiswaytome..

FromGertrude'sInstagrampictures,shepostedone

pictureonceofherKeloandtheotherDaughter.I

figuredfromseeingthatpicturethatKeloandKelso

arehalfbrothers,butIdoubtKeloknowsthat.Now

itmakessensewhyhelookssomuchlikeKelso..

Kelo:Hi

Me:Hi

Kelo:Howareyou?

Me:I'mgoodandyou?

Kelo:I'mwell

Helookedatmewithoutsayinganything..

Me:CanIhelpyouwithsomething?



Kelo:Mymothertoldmeaboutwhatyougoing

through,shewasn'tgossipingaboutyoubutsince

youandherarecloseshe'sveryworriedaboutyou

andsoamI

Me:I'mfineKelo...Thankyouverymuch

Kelo:I'mgladtoseeyouthatyouokay

Me:IstheresomethingelsethatIcanhelpyouwith?

Kelo:Yeshowaboutlunch?

Me:I'mnotgoingoutwithyou

Kelo:Nomaan..I'llbuyandbringithereforyou

Me:Iamnothungrythankyou

Kelo:Nongcebo..

Me:Idon'tmeantosoundrudebut...Pleaseleave

mealone,don'tcomehereunlessyouwannabuy

something,don'tasktobringmelunch,don'task

howIamjustcomebuyorlookaroundandthen

leave!

Minki:HaiNongceboyoudon'ttalktopeoplelike

that



Kelosmiled,hisdimplescameout.HowIhate

dimplesrightnow,howIhatehimlookinglikeKelso.

Ijustwantedhimtoleavealreadyandleaveme

alone...

Kelo:It'sokay...Haveaniceday

Hewalkedaway..

Minki:Idon'tknowwhat'swrongwithyoubut

alwaysbeingrudetoourmalecustomersisnot

good

Me:Iamnotbeingrudetheyareannoying,they

alwayswanttoflirt.Theythinkeverywomanis

available,theydon'twannagetitthroughtheirstick

skullsthatnotallwomenwannabeinarelationship

Minki:Butyoumarried

Me:Biggestmistakeofmylife

Minki:Sisiwhatisgoingon?Youhaven'tbeen

yourselflately,kehoreyouevenlosingmore

weight..Shouldn'tyouguysseeamarriage

counselor?

Me:I'llbeokay



Minki:Pleasestopmistreatingourmalecustomers,

youhave2warningsalready

Me:IknowI'msorry

Minki:Wehavenewstock,keepyourselfbusyby

unpacking

Me:I'lldoso

BANZA

IcalledMantoafewdayslateraftershegaveme

hernumber.Iwaseventakingmychanceswithher

andsheagreedtothefirstdate,thenthesecond,

thenthe3rd.Ididn'texpecthertobesingle,and

whenshetoldmethatshewassingleIcouldn't

believeit.

Mantoisaveryamazingwoman,spendingmore

timewithherhasputastrainonmyrelationship

withSasa.IamlosinginterestonSasa,andwe

don'tspendthatmuchtogetheranymore.I've

knownMantoforashortperiodoftimenow,butthe



waythatwehaveconnectedit'slikewehaveknown

eachotherforalongtimenow.Notforgettingthe

factthatshe'sagoodcooktoo..

Rightnowwewereinwhatwecallher"Prayer

room"andshewastellingmeeverythingthatwas

happeningtoNongcebo.Myheartwasbeyondthe

word"broken".

WhenMakhathini'sAuntdidwhatshedidatthe

mortuary,InevertoldNongcebobecauseIdidn't

understandwhatshewasdoing.Icould'vetold

Nongceboonlytofindthatherwitchcraftdidn't

work,butnowIregretnottellingher..Itookmyhat

frommykneeandfoldedit,Mantocameandknelt

beforeme.

Sheputbothherhandsonmyknees..

Her:Listentome,evenifyoutoldherNongcebo

wasn'tgoingtobelieveyou.Nongcebohashada

badexperiencewithTraditionalhealersandtelling

herwasgoingtomakeherhatethemworseand

shewaspossiblygoingtobemadatyou



Me:Ishould'veknown,Nongcebowouldn'thavelied

likethat..Ihavetotellherwhat'sgoingon

Her:No

Me:IfthisspiritualhusbandthinggoesonKelsois

goingtokillherespeciallynowthathe'sconvinced

she'scheating..Atleastshehastoleavehim

Me:IfNongceboisforcedtoleavehim,she'sonly

goingtogobacktohimwhenhecomesbackall

apologizingandwhatnot,Nongcebohastobethe

onetowalkawayfromthis.Ifshewalksoutonher

own,she'snotgoingtogoback.Plussinceshe's

notmuchofabeliever,weneedtoapproachthis

withcaution

Me:He'sgoingtokillher

Me:Rightnowshe'sabitsafefromthespiritual

husband.Hermotherheardherdaughter'scryshe's

fightforher,she'sgreatlyfightingthespiritual

husband

Me:Sowhatnow?

Me:ImaynotclearlyseeherfuturebutNongcebo



herfuturelooksbright.Whenshefinallygivesin,we

goingtobreakthemarriageandcleanseher.Godis

allowingforthistohappensothatNongcebocan

seehisexistence.Sothatwhenhefinallysavesher

NongcebowillbelieveinGod.There'sblessingsthat

Godiskeepingforher,andGodbeingGodisgoing

togivehertremendoushealing.Whenshereunites

withherfamilyandtheyintroducehertoher

ancestors,there'sblessingsthatherforefathersare

keepingforher.Kuzolungaoneday,ende

Kuzolungangathiakwazekwabheda...Allyouhave

todoistrustme

Me:I'mjustworriedabouthersafety

Me:1Corinthians10:13"ButGodisfaithful,who

willnotallowyoutobetested/temptedbeyond

whatyouareable,butwiththetemptationwillalso

makethewayofescape,thatyoumaybeableto

bearit"Godwouldn'thaveallowedforhertogo

throughthisifshewasn'tstrongenough

NELI



IlookedatmyresultsandIhadflunkedsobad,so

badthatIwasn'tgoingtositformyexams.Itwasa

nightmare,nowitseemslikeImighthavetocome

backnextyearandrepeat.Iamaprivatepaying

student,IusedMeninexchangeforthemtopayfor

myfees,rentandeverythingelsethatI'mgoingto

need..IwasonthephonewithKelso

Kelso:Howdiditgo?

Me:Iflunked

Kelso:Whatdoyoumeanyouflunked?

Me:Ididbad,Idon'tqualifytositformyexams

Kelso:That'sshitNeli,whyweren'tyoustudying?

Me:Pleasedon'tstartwithme

Heexhaled..

Me:Myrentisduebytheway

Kelso:Iwilltransfer

Me:Thankyou..WillIbeseeingyoutonight?



Kelso:Idon'tknow,Ihavesomethingtodotonight

Me:Likewhat?

Kelso:Justmybusiness

Me:OkaythenIloveyou

Kelso:Yeahmetoo

Hehungup.Thatwascold,thatwasverycold..

SCORPION

Kensatdowninfrontofme..

Ken:Ididn'tknowaboutthisKelsosituationIdon't

wannalie

Me:Itdoesn'tmatter

Ken:Whattookyousolongtocomeandseeme?

Me:Wewereputtingbacktheplanfortheheist

Ken:Howisthatgoing?

Me:Kelsoisout.It'sme,Sole,andI'mbringingin



Socks

Heshookhishead..

Ken:Youcan'tputKelsoout

Me:YourSonisspendinghistimebeatinguphis

wife,heisaweakling.IneverrespectMenwho

abusewomen,actuallyIhatethatwithallmyheart.

Thinkingaboutit,Ifeellikebrakinghisneck,cutting

offhisballsandlethiswifeswagwiththemas

earrings

Ken:Personalaffairsshouldn'tinterferewith

business

Me:Youmadeitpersonalwhenyouaskedmeto

threatenthatDr

Ken:Youdon'tcalltheshots,mySonisin

Me:Unfortunatelythisisnotaheistforthe28s,and

rightnowI'mfreetohelpoutmyFriendSole

Hechuckled..

Ken:YourfriendSole?

Igotup..



Me:YeahmyfriendSole..Haveaniceday

SOLE

Myphonerang,itwasmyPI..

Me:Pleasetellmesomething,anything,ifyou

wannacomebacktoGautengtellmesomething

PI:Imightjustnotcomeback,I'menjoyingKzn

Me:Howisitgoing?

PI:IhavefinallylocatedacolleagueoftheNurse

thatstolethebaby

Me:Finally!Andittookyoutwomonths?

PI:Iwastryingmybest,mostofthepeopleshe

workedwithhadeitherbeentransferredtoanother

hospitalorretired

Me:Whenareyoumeetingtheformercolleague?

PI:Tonight

Me:Okay..Thencallmeafterthemeeting



PI:I'lldoso

Thiswasgreatnews,atleastIwillbeabletotell

Scorpionsomething...

NONGCEBO

KelsowalkedinasIwasbusyhelpingsome

customer,Igotscared.Thisishowitisnow,Iam

veryscaredofhim..Hestoodatafardistanceand

lookedatus..

Me:Thisoneisonsale

Customer:Yeey!That'sgood

Iwentfromworkingatafastpacetotakingmytime

becauseIdidn'twannatalktohim..

Customer:Couldyoupleasespeeditupabit?

Me:I'msorry

Itriedtobefastagain...

Me:R700



Customer:Theitemonsalehelped

Me:Toomuch

ShepaidandIputeverythingintheplastic..

Customer:ThankyouverymuchNo..

Me:Nongcebo

Customer:IlikeyourfriendlinesswhenIcomehere,

Iwannabehelpedbyyouonly

Ismiled..

Me:ThankyouMam'

Customer:Havealovelyday

Me:Youtoo

Shetookherthingsandwalkedaway,Kelsomoved

closertothecounter..

Kelso:MrsMe

Me:Hey

Kelso:Unjanisthandwasam'(howareyoumylove)

Me:I'mgoodandhowareyou?



Kelso:I'mgood

Iwasbusyclearingeverythingfromthecounter

tryingtoignoreeyecontact..

Kelso:Whenisyourlunchbreak?

Me:Iamfrommylunchbreak

Kelso:HowaboutItakeyououttonight?

Me:Okay

Hestretchedhishandtoholdmine,Ifroze..

Kelso:Imissyousomuch

Ilookedatmyhand,myfirstthoughtwasthathe

wasgoingtobreakitorsomething..

Icouldn'tevenhearwhathewassayinganymore,a

lotofthingswererunningthroughmyhead...Iwas

onlybroughtbackfromtheworldofmyfearwhenI

heardanotherfamiliarvoice.ItwasKelo..

Kelolookedatmyhandjoinedtogetherwith

Kelso's..

Kelo:Areyouokay?



Inodded..

Me:This..Thisismyhusband

KelolookedatKelso,itwaslikeIwaslookingat

twinsstandingbeforeme.That'showmuchthey

lookedalikeupinpersonstandingnexttoeach

other.Yestherealittledifferencesbetweenhere

andthereonlyifyoutakeyourtimelookingatthem.

KeloalsoshowedthathewasyoungerthanKelso..

Kelo:YeahIdon'tcare

Kelsochuckled:Wtf?

Kelo:ListenIbroughtyoutheseforms

IremovedmyhandfromKelso'sgrip..Kelsolooked

atme..

Kelo:IremembergoingthroughyourFacebook

postssometimebackandyouhadpostedabout

applyingatanyuniversityfornextyear..Ibrought

youtheseformsofuniversitiesthataretakinglate

applications

AlothasbeenhappeningIevenforgotaboutthat..

Heputtheformsonthecounter...



Kelo:UJ,TUT,WITS,UP,UNISA..Ialsocompileda

listofallthecoursesthatareacceptinglate

applications

Thisjustmademyday..

Me:WowI...

Kelo:Justsaythankyou

Me:Thankyou

Kelo:Withasmile

Me:Forgetit

Kelo:Justonceplease..Youhaveabeautifulsmile

Kelso:Youngblood..

Kelo:Don'ttalktome,don'tsayanythingtome,Ido

notknowyouandyoudon'texist

Kelsolaughed..

Kelso:Youflirtingwithmywifeinfrontofme

Kelolookedathim..

Kelo:Whatyougoingtodo?Roughmeup?You

knowIt'smenlikeyouthatgiveusabadnameout



there..Thankstoyounowallwomenhateus

Me:Kelo..

Kelso:Wheredidyoulearnthat?Fromourmothand

erGertrude?

Kelolookedathim..

Kelso:Ohwyoudidn'tknow?SorrylittleBro

Kelo:What?

Kelso:Beforeyoutherewasmeandmybigsister,

butmommybeingalittlehoesheranofftothe

sunsetwithyourpunkfatherleavingmeandmy

babysister.Thenmommyhadothertwokids,she

namedherdaughteraftermybigsisterTakie,and

namedhersonalmostafterme.Kelo?Kelso?

Me:Kelso

Hegavemeaseriouslook..

Kelso:I'mnottalkingtoyou

WithoutthinkingKelopunchedKelsoacrosshis

face,Kelsotookastepback.Kelochargedathim..

Me:Ohwmyword



Imovedfromthecounter..

UnfortunatelyKelodidn'tgivehimasecondchance,

Kelsoheldhishandandturnedhimaroundpinning

hishandagainsthisback.Withhisotherhand

aroundKelo'sneck.Heletgoofthepinnedhand

andputitatthebackofKelo'shead.Heputhimina

positionwherehecouldsnaphisneck..

Me:Kelsostopped!

Somepeoplewhowerepassingbystoodatthe

doorlookingatthesituation..

Me:Kelso!!

Kelo:WhydoyoucareifIsnaphisneckornot?

Thisismyworkplace..

Me:Thisismhworkplace

Kelso:Imightjustforgiveyouforpunchingmebut

comingonatmywifelikethatyoungblood

Keloforcedtospeakthroughhisordeal..

Kelo:Iwillmarryyourwife,andIhopeyoulivelong

enoughtowitnessourwedding



Kelso:Whatthefuckdidyousay?

KelsotightenedhisgriparoundKelo'sneck..

Minkicameoutfromthebackoffice..

Minki:Whatthehellisgoingon?

Shemovedcloser..

Minki:GogetsecurityI'llcallthecops

Kelowasrunningoutofbreath,Kelsolookedatme..

Angerflashedthroughmyeyes..

Me:I'llcallthePolicemyself

Minki:I'llgetsecurityandclearpeoplefromaway

fromthedoor

Minkiwalkedtothedoor,Iwentbacktothecounter.

IpickedupthephoneandcalledthePolice,Kelso

lookedatme..

Me:GoodafternoonmyNameisNongceboIwould

liketoreportamanbeingstrangledtodeathata

storethatIworkat

KelsoslowlyletgoofKelo..



.
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KELSO

ThePolicedidarriveandweweretakendowntothe

policestation.Nochargeswerelaidsinceweboth

attackedeachother,frommysidetheyvieweditas

selfdefense.Allthanksforthefactthatthe28shas

mostofthepoliceontheirpayroll,beingtheSonof

theGeneralmakesthingsalittlebiteasier.

Gertrudewalkedin,shewalkeduptome..

Gert:WhatdidyoudotomySon?

Kelo:MomI'mfine

Sheputherhandsonhischeeks...

Gert:Letmelookatyou,areyouokay?



Kelo:I'mfine

Icouldseetheworryonherface,theloveshehad

forherSon..

Gert:Ihopethatacaseofassaulthasbeenopened

againstthishooligan

Officer:FromtheinformationIhavegatheredyour

Sonattackedfirst,thisgentlemanwasonlytryingto

protecthimself

Gert:Protecthimselfareyouserious?

Officer:QuitefranklyIshouldchargeyourSonwith

assault!

Gert:DoyouknowwhoIam?Icantakedownthis

wholeentirepolicestation

Kelo:Momyouembarrassingme!

Gert:WhenitcomestomychildrenIdon'tplay

Ibitmylowerlip..

Kelo:Let'sjustgo

Gertwalkedclosertome..



Gert:NowyouseewhyIleftyou?Lookatme

becauseIamnotashamednordoIfeelguiltyfor

leavingyou!BestdecisionI'veevermade,youare

indeedyourfather'ssonandyoudon'tdeserveme

asyourMother!Iregretevercarryingyou,I

should'veabortedyou!MostofallIcan'twaitfor

NongcebotodowhatIdidtoyourfather,leaveyou

andgomarrysomeonewhoisgoingtoloveherand

respectherandIwantyoutobetheretowitnessit

all.Youdon'tdeservethatgirl!

Igotupandtheofficerheldmeback..

Gert:Andyoustillwon'tchargehimforanything?

Hedoesn'tdeservetoliveinasocietywithother

people

Officer:Ithinkyoushouldleave

Kelo:Let'sgoMa

GertturnedtoherSonthentheywalkedout...

Officer:Youneedtokeepyourtemperundercontrol,

Ican'tkeeponbailingyououtlikethis

Me:Getthisshitoffme



Hetookoutthesmallkeyandgotthecuffsoff..

ANELE(SANDISIWE'SCOLLEAGUE)

IlookedatSandisiweassheheldaconversation

withthefamily,Iwasattendingtoanimportantcall..

Me:Iamworkingonit

Wilsonia:Howfaralongisshe?

Me:Idon'tknow

Wilsonia:Whatdoyoumeanyoudon'tknow?

Me:Thistypeofthingneedspatience,shehasto

trustmefirst

Wilsonia:Iwantthatbabydeaddoyouhearme?I'm

notpayingyoutotellmetobepatient!

Me:Iamworkingonit...Justtrustme

Ihungupandwalkedbacktothem..

SOLE



Scorp:Whereisyourheadat?

Ilookedathim..

Me:Mygirlfriendwentoutwithacolleague

Him:So?

Me:Idon'tfeelgoodnotknowingwheresheis

Him:Youjustbeingparanoid

Me:Ineedtoknowwhothiscolleagueis,needto

knowifit'ssomeoneIcantrustaroundher

Him:Youserious?She'smakingfriendsatwork

don'truinherlife

Me:Still..

Him:Youhavetrustissuesdon'tyou?

Me:Ijustdon'ttrusthumanbeingsthateasilyandit

fustratesmenotknowinganythingaboutthis

colleague

Ilookedatmyhandthatwastrembling..

Him:Justrelax...I'msureit'snothingserious,what



youneedtotellmeiswhyyounottalkingtoyour

homeboyaboutbeingabusive

Me:Kelsodoesn'tlistentoanyone

Him:Whathappenedtopunishingawoman

sexually?Sendhertoapointofreturnandwhen

she'sabouttocomeleaveherlikethat

Ichuckled..

Me:Bestpunishment,butwhatcanyoudoifyou

couldfindoutthatyourwifeischeatingonyou?

Him:Shewantstobeawhorelethergoandbea

whore,hitthatupwithdivorcepapers

Me:Justlikethat?

Him:Justlikethat,nowomanothermysisterswill

everdrivemetothatpointofattackinganotherman

Ihaveseriousthingstobemoreconcernedabout

butnowomanofmineisevergoingtocheatonme

Me:Whynot?

Him:Myauraisintimidatingshewillthinktwice

beforedoingthatprobablythinkthatI'mgoingtokill

hershouldshecheat,meanwhileI'lljustberelaxing



andjustletherthinkthat...Idon'tbelievein

attackingawomanespeciallysomeoneyouclaim

tolove,howcanyouhurtsomeonethatyoulove?It

doesn'tmakesense..WhenIpunchamanyoucan

seethedisorientationthatthepunchcauses,what

moreaboutawoman?Nolevelofangerwillletme

hurtthewomanIlove.AtleastnotphysicallyWould

youdoit?

Me:Idon'thitwomenbutIwilldefinitelyburyher

alive

Him:YouandKelsoarecutfromthesamecloth,

hangwithmehomeboyIwillteachyouathingor

two...Howisthecasewithmysistergoing?

Me:It'sgoing,I'llgiveyousomethingconcrete

probablytomorrow

Him:Ilookforwardtoit

NONGCEBO

WhatKelsodidtodaywasshit.Idon'tmindhim



beingajerkathomebutcomingtomyworkplace?

Whydoesheevencareifanothermangetscloseto

me?Heisseeingsomeoneelseandhehasmadeit

clearthathelovesher.Hetreatedmelikeshit,he

showedmethathedoesn'tlovemeheshouldn't

careatall!HeprovokedKelo,hehadnobusiness

tellinghimthat.Idon'tevenwannamentionhow

embarrassingthiswas,mymanagerwitnessedall

that...I'llbeluckyifIstillhavemyjobafterthis..

Minki:ItoldtheRegionalmanagerwhathappened

Me:I'msosorryMinki

Her:Ididn'ttellherthatitwasyourhusband,Ionly

toldherthattwomalecustomershadanaltercation

atourstoreandthepoliceishandlingthematter

Iclosedmyeyeswhilstexhaling..

Me:Thankyou

Her:Iknowthisisnotanyofmybusinessbut..Ishe

abusingyou?

Ikeptquiet..

Her:Nongceboifyouarebeingabusedyouhaveto



speakout

Me:Iknow

Her:Sowhyaren'tyouturninghimin?

Me:It'sverycomplicatedanddeeperthanyouthink

Her:Nowheiscomingtoyourworkplaceto

embarrassyou,what'snext?He'sgoingtobeatyou

inpublic

Me:IknowMinki

Her:Ilikehavingyouaround,youaverydedicated

employeeandIdon'twannaloseyoubutifyou

don'tfixthisyougoingtobeoutofajobsoon

Me:I'llfixitIpromiseandthankyouverymuch

Her:Gobacktowork

Me:Thankyou

KELO

Mom:Ican'tbelieveheattackedyoulikethat,and



thepolicearen'tevengoingtodoanythingaboutit

Weweredrivingbackhome..

Me:Hesaidthatheismybrother

Shekeptquiet..

Me:Ishe?

Shestillremainedquiet..

Me:DoesDadknow?

Shenodded...

Me:Great!What'sgoingtohappennext?Yougoing

toabandonmeandTakie?

Mom:Don'tbesilly

Me:Whydidyouabandonyourotherkids?

Mom:It'salongstoryKelo

Me:Is...Youoncetoldmethatyouwereinan

abusiverelationship,wasithisfather?

Mom:Yes

(Silence)



Mom:IleftthembecauseIdidn'thaveachoice

Mom:Don't..Don'tdothat..Weallhaveachoice,

youchosetowalkoutonthemthat'syourchoice.

Maybeheislikethisbecauseofyoulooknowan

innocentgirlissufferingforyourmistakes.You

choosingtowal-

Mom:YouthinkIdon'tregretthat?It'saguiltthatI

hadtocarryallmylife.ThatifIhadtakenthem,

foughtforthemthentheywould'veturnedout

differently!

Me:Youlookedathimatthatpolicestationasiflike

hewasn'tyourson,itdoesn'tmatterhowoldheis

butIbelieveheneedshismother

Mom:Kelsochosetobelikehisfather,ifweall

becameabusivebecauseofourpasthurtsthenthe

worldwouldbeanevilplaceasyouhavesaid,we

allhavechoicesandKelsochosetobewhatorwho

heis

(Silence)

Mom:WaitisthisthesameNongcebothatyouand

Sandiweretalkingaboutthattime?



Me:Yes

Sheshookherhead..

Me:Iwonderwhyshedoesn'twalkaway

Mom:YouandKelsoarestubbornandyouboth

takethatfromme

Me:I'mnothinglikehim

Mom:Youareyourmother'schildthesamewayhe

ishismother'schild,Iknowyouwillstopatnothing

togetNongcebofromhimandletmetellyou

somethingyouwon'twin,Nongceboisnotafool..

Justbecauseshe'snotwalkingawayitdoesn't

meanshe'safool,there'ssomethingthatheis

threateningherwith.Somethingthat'smakingher

stayyoufindoutwhatthatisthenyouwillgetan

upperhandbutletmewarnyou.Youwereraisedby

amanwithmorals,Kelsowasraisedbyaruthless

thugandI'mnotreadytoburymyson,hewillkill

you!There'salotofgoodgirlsoutthere,get

yourselfoneandleaveKelso'swifealone.Ifhecan

hurtthewomanthatheloves,whatmoreaboutyou?

Hewon'tfeelanythingbykillingyou.IfKencan



knowthatnowweinvolvedsomehowhewillhave

morereasontoterrorizemyfamily.I'veworkedhard

havethisfamilyandit'sbesttostayawayfrom

Kelsotokeepthepeacebetweenmeandmyex

husband.Trustme,thisisafightthatwewon'twin

Me:SoImustsitbackanddonothing?

Mom:Didn'tyoujusthearwhatIjustsaidtoyou

boy?Thisisafightwewon'twin!Iamnotreadyto

buryyou!

KELSO

Hepickedup..

Him:Kelso

Me:Longtime

Him:Longtimeindeed

Me:Howislifeontheoutside?

Him:It'sdifferent,peopletreatyoudifferentlywhen

theyknowthatyouareanexcon.It'sveryboring,



yougettoseehowlonelyitcanbe.Quitefrankly

sinisterasitsoundsImisshome

Me:GladtohearthatbecauseIneedafavourfrom

you

Him:I'mlistening

Me:Iwantyoutotortureandthenkillsomeone

Him:Who?

Me:HernameisTakieGxabaI'llsendyouallher

details

Him:Damnexorcurrent?

Me:StepSister

Hewhilsted..

Him:Idon'tknowhowthegeneralisgoingtofeel

aboutthis

Me:Hedoesn'thavetoknow

Him:HewillknowwhenIgobackin,hewillsend

metoourenemiesandtheywillmakemetheirbitch.

The28shatewomenabuse,wedon'tstandforthat,

it'snotwhatwedo



Me:Beforehedoesthatremindhimofhowheused

toabusehisexwife,I'msureit'sasecrethedoesn't

wantanyoneknowingbecausethecrewwillturnon

himsohewon'tsendyoutothedogsbutkeepit

betweenus

Him:VerywellbutIwillchargeyou

Me:Howmuch?

Him:Mybabygirljuststartedhighschool,Iwant

hertobemovedtoagoodschoolthenyoumust

payforherfeeseventertiaryfees

Me:Consideritdone

Him:I'llbewaitingforyou

Me:I'llbeintouch

Him:Sharp

Nowlet'sseehowthatGertrude'stoughnessis

goingtolast..

.
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NONGCEBO

Iarrivedabittiredathometoday,myfeetwere

killingme.IhopeIwillgetusedtothestandingas

timegoeson.Gramswasnotaround,shewentto

visitherSisterduetoeverythingthatwas

happeningaroundhere.

Sheneededthatfreshair,andKelsohasn'teven

apologized.They'vebeenavoidingeachotherever

sincetheincident.Itwastiring,I'veneverfeltthis

emotionallydrained.Homeiswhereyousupposed

togetpeace,theysayhomeiswheretheheartis,

butthishome.It'sworsethanjail..



Iheardhisvoiceandafemalevoicebeforethedoor

wasunlockedandopened,thisisgoingtobea

drag..Theywalkedintothebedroomjustafter

lockingthedooragain,hewalkedinwithher.The

ladythathehasalwaysbeenbusywith.Shewas

beautifulnolie,andshewasdressedbeautifully..

Shelookedatmeasiflikeshewasunderminingme,

likeIwasnothingcomparedtoher.Igotoutofbed..

Kelso:Goodevening

Ididn'tsayanything..

Kelso:Thisismybeautifulgirlfriend

Hekissedheronhercheek..

Kelso:That'smywife,theonewhosleptwithher

friendandgotchlamydiaandnowshe'smessing

withmylittleBrother

Shechuckled..

Iknewhowshit,Ididn'tknowuptothispoint

Me:I'llgiveyousomespace



Kelso:Ohhnoadogdoesn'tleaveit'sowner,it

staysonthefloorrightbytheowner'sside

Heflashedthechainanddogcollaratme..

Lady:Younotactuallygoingtochainherareyou?

Kelso:Watchandlearn

Hewalkeduptomeandlookedatme..

Heslappedmeacrosstheface..

Lady:Ohhshit!!(laughing)

Herippedhist-shirtthatIwaswearing,andleftme

withmyunderwearonly..

Heliterallyputthedogcollararoundmyneckand

kickedmeatthebackofmyknees,makingmeto

fallontheground.Thenhedraggedmeacrossthe

floorandtiedthechainnexttotheTVstand,atthe

doorofthebedroom...

Kelso:Andthenyoukickit

Hestartedkickingmesenseless,thoughIfeltlike

screamingbutIdidn't.Iwasn'tgoingtogivehim

thatsatisfaction..Theladywasamusedbythe



wholesituation,Idon'tunderstandhowawoman

wouldbethisjollyatanotherwoman'ssuffering..

Lady:Damnthisdogisreallyonestrongdog

Kelsowalkeduptoher,Icoughedoutabitofblood

andclosedmyeyes..

Kelsopickedupherlegsandshefellbackonthe

bed.Hewrappedherlegsaroundherwaistand

leanedovertokissher..

IcoughedagainasIfeltthepainarisingfrommy

ribs..

Iclosedmyeyesagainandsaidasilentprayer..

Me:"Godifyougetmethroughthis,Iwillnever

questionyourexistenceeveragain.Ifit'stoolate

forme,considermypainandsaveBongeka.Protect

heratallcosts"

SCORPION

It'sveryhardbeingathugwhenitcomestodating.



Oncesheknowswhatyouabout,shemakesarun

foritinfearofherlife.Thankstoallthefoolswho

madeuslookbadintheeyesofwomen..Wearea

differentbreedofthugs,wedon'thurtwomen.In

factifyoudating,youprotectherwithallyourmight.

Sobecauseofthatreason,Ihaven'tfoundawoman

thatwouldwanttobeinaseriousrelationshipwith

mesoIjusthaveanostringsattachedhooksups

everynowandthen...

MySisterseemedtobeinagoodmoodtonight,I

washelpinghersatupthetable..

Me:Whatswiththemoodtoday?

Shelookedatme..

Me:Youlookhappy

Her:Ihadapeacefulnight

Me:Thatyoudid,haven'theardyoucryinginalong

time

Her:Ihaven'tseenMominawhile

Me:That'sgood



Her:Maybeit'sasign

Me:Whatsign?

Her:Thatwegoingtofindoursister

Me:Youthink?

Her:Yes..Whatyouthinkshe'slike?

Me:Iamnotreallysure..You?

Her:Metoo...Ijusthopeshe'sgoingtoforgiveus

foreverything

Me:I'mjusthopingthatshe'salivewhereversheis

Her:Metoo

NONGCEBO

Isatthereonthecoldfloorshivering,watching

themliterallyhavingsexinmypresence.Iwasin

painphysicallybutmyemotionalandmentalpain

wastheonethatcutmoredeeper.WhatIhave

noticedtoowasthemtakingabreaktosniffonthe



drugs,ifKelsopassedbymehewouldeitherspiton

meorkickmeagainandIwillhavetotakeitin..She

wasbendingoverandhesmearedthelubricanton

hisdick.Hepartedherbuttocksandactuallykissed

heranusgoingallthewaydown..

Kelso:ThemostcleanestassI'veeverseen

Shelaughed..I'velearnedthathernameisNeli..

Neli:Pleasedon'truinthemoment

Hegrabbedhisdick,didn'tevenuseacondom.He

pusheditinslowly,andshemoaned..

Her:Ohhhfuck

Hecontinuedpushinginherbutthole,fromhowshe

seemedtobeenjoyingit.Ihadnodoubtthatshe

hasdonethisbefore.Shewasinadoggystyle

position,bentexactlyashowhewantedhertoo.He

pumpedinandoutwhilstcontinuingmakinghis

wayin,sheloweredherhandtoherclitwithher

headagainstthebigpillow.Heheldontoher

buttocksandcontinuedpumpingherandshe

moaned,noslightindicationofpain.



Kelsoclosedhiseyesandbithislowerlipashe

continued.Hestartdedtoincreasehispaceand

moanedmorelouder..

Tearswelledupinmyeyes,Ifeltmychestgetting

hot.Aftereverythingthathehasputmethrough,I

shouldbehatinghimwithmylastbreathbutithurt.

Whathewasdoingcutdeep,somuchIthoughtmy

soulwasgoingtoleavemybody...

MANTO

Me:Hereyougo

Hetookthecupofteafromme..

Me:Howareyoufeeling?

Him:Ireallydon'tknow

Me:EarlierwhenIwaspraying,prayingforher.I

hadavision

Him:Whatvision?

Me:Isawwhitedovesflyingaroundinaclear



beautifulsky

Him:Whatdoesthatmean?

Me:Peace,tranquility

Him:RelatedtoNongcebo?

Me:Itcouldbe,couldsignifythepeacethatGodis

goingtobringtoher,signifiesfreedomandafresh

newstart.Thesoonershewalksout,it'llbeeasierto

helpher

Him:Ihopeso

SOLE

IreceivedacallfrommyPIjustwhenIgothome..

Me:Howdiditgo?

PI:Lookslikemyworkhereisdone

Me:Yeah?

PI:TheformercolleaguetoldmethattheNurse

regrettedherdecisionofstealingthebabythatday,



butherangertowardsthebaby'sfathercouldn't

allowhertoreturnthebaby

Me:And?

PI:Shesentthebabytoanorphanageandbecause

herformercolleaguewhohappenedtobeherbest

friendtoo..Sheaskedhertokeepaneyeonthe

baby,visittheorphanageandcheckuponheruntil

shewasout,butthosevisitswereshortlivedwhen

thechildwasadopted

Me:Okay..Sodoyouhaveanythingconcrete?

PI:HernameisNongcebo,NongceboKhumalo.She

wasadoptedbyacouplethatlateronmovedto

Johannesburgwithher.Thecouplegoesbythe

namesGladysandMakhathiniZulu,Iwillsendyou

thepictureofthegirlthatshehaswhenshewas10

beforegettingadopted

Me:Doso

Iwaitedforhimtosendthepictureonwhatsapp,

andthe10yearoldgirlattheorphanageresembled

Nongcebo..



Me:Yougottobekiddingme!!!

.
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BANZA

ThatnightIstruggledtosleep,Isatdownatthe

cornerofmyroomwithtearsstreamingdownmy

faceandmyphoneinmyhand.Ihavealwaysbeen

abletoprotectNongcebofromZulu,andthistime

aroundI'vefailedher.Whydidn'tIpickitupthat

somethingwaswrong,Nongcebowouldn'tjustlie

likethat.Ifshereallywantedtoputmeindanger,

shewould'vestartedwithMakhathini.Idon'tknow

whattodo,IreadthelastmessageIsenttoher

"Don'tevertalktomeagain".Maybeshelied

becausesheneededmyhelp,butIneverread

betweenthelines.Iwipedmytears...



NONGCEBO

IwaswokenupfrommyordealbyKelsohavinghis

waywithme.ThelightwasonandIdon'tknow

whathappenedtoNeli,itwasveryquietintheroom

otherthanhimbreathingheavily.Iamsodisgusted

byhimandthesexwasmoredisgusting,more

disgustingthanwhenMakhathiniusedtodoit..

ThisactIcouldn'thelpbutcry,Icouldfeelthathe

wasusingacondom.Ilookedathim,andhelooked

atme.Nosignofmercy,letaloneaconscience.He

wascold,hiseyesreflectedcoldnessthatIhave

neverseenbefore..Thecollarwasstillaroundmy

neck,hepulledthechainandwrappeditaroundmy

neckandstrangledme,mysoulandmyphysical

beingcouldn'tfighthimoffIwasweak..Hewould

loosenedthegripfromthechainwhenhesawthatI

wasstrugglingtobreath,thenheleanedoverand

literallybitmytittothepointofbleeding.PainthatI

haveneverexperiencedbefore,sexually..

Him:Thenexttimeyoutrytosleepwithsomeone,

anyoneIwantyoutorememberthisnight



Me:Pleaseeee(crying)

Withabitofbloodinhismouthhetriedtokissme,

forcinghistonguedeepinsideofmeandItriedto

pushhisheadoff.That'swhenhepunchedme

acrosstheface,hepunchedmeagainandagain..

Thenheloweredhishanddowntotwistingmyclit,I

laidthereprayingdeepinsideofmethatcanGod

takemysoulalready,mayhesavemefromthis

ordealbywelcomingmysoulintohishands.May

hehealitontheotherside,andmayheplease

protectBongekaforme.Thatismylastrequestfor

mypainandIprayKelsokillsmetonightbecauseif

hedoesn'tIwilldoitmyself.IthoughtIwasstrong,

butafterthisIwon'tbeabletolive.Iwon'tbeable

togothroughanotherday.I'mexhausted,I'mdone,

andIdon'twannatakeitanymore.Hepulledout,

andthenturnedmearound,thenhetookitfromthe

back.Forcefullyinsertinghimselfdeepinmyanus.

Hepulledthroughthechainagainandwrappedit

aroundmyneckpullingitfordearlifeagain.With

tearsinmyeyesandabloodyfaceMam'Glady's

songcamethrough..



"Somandlauzuy'gcineimpiloyam

Futhiuphindeuwukhuseleumoyawam

Ngobaminangizohamba,ngijongekuwengama

xeshaonke"

IsoftlysangthesongasIfeltmysoulgivingup...

SOLE

Sandisiwewassleeping,Istoodatthedoorand

lookedather.Iwaslostdeepinmythoughts,if

somethingcouldhappentoherandsomeonehad

information,Iwouldwanttoknow.Imadea

promisetoScorpion,Iamnotonepersontogo

backtomyword.OntheotherhandIthoughtabout

mynephew,howhisfatherthreatenedme.Kelso's

familyhasatendencyofthinkingthattheyownthe

worldbecauseofhisfather,ifIdon'tdothis.Iwill

neverforgivemyself,mostofallSandiwillnever

forgiveme...Igentlyclosedthedoorandwentto



takemyphone,IcalledScorpion..

Scorp:Yeah?

Me:Youalreadysleeping?

Scorp:Iam

Me:Ifoundyoursister

Hekeptquiet..

Me:Scorp?

Him:Don'tplaywithme

Me:HernameisNongceboKhumalo,butgoesby

thesurnameBhembenowthatshe'smarried

Him:Waitwaitwait..She'snotmarriedto..

Me:YesKelso..IwillsendyouthepicturesIgotof

her

Him:Howsureareyouaboutthis?

Me:100%sure..IwillsendyouKelso'saddress

Him:Pleasedoso

Ihungupandsentthepictures,Ialsosentpictures

ofNongcebothatIgotfromherfaceevenher



weddingpictures..Hecalledmebackafterafew

minutes..

Him:ShelooksexactlylikeourMother

Me:Heisabusingher,thisisthewifehe'sbeen

abusing..IsaidIwouldhelpyoubreakhisneck,and

Ididn'tbreakhisneck.Iruinedhim

Him:Howmuchdoyoucareforhim?

Me:Dowhatyougottado

Him:I'llgetbacktoyou

Ihungup..

SCORPION

Thisgirlhercurrentpicturesshelooksexactlylike

myMother,Ihadnodoubtfromdeepwithinthat

shewasmylittlesister.Ipausedforamoment

tryingtotakeitallin,itfeltsounreal.Iwaseven

givinguphope..

Withoutprocrastinatinganyfurther,Idressedup



andgotoutofmyroom.IknockedonSli'sdoor..I

openedandswitchedonthelights...Me:Sliwake

up

Iclappedmyhands..

Me:Comeonwakeup

Shawokeupandlookedatme..

Sli:Whatdoyouwantnow?

Me:Wegoingtofetchoutbabysister

Itookhernightgownfromthestand...

Sli:What?I'mdreamingright?

Me:Nowakeupwehavetogo

Iwalkedoutofherbedroom...

Sli:Wait...(yelling)

Mydadwalkedoutofhisbedroom..

Dad:What'sgoingonhere?

Me:IfoundherPops

Dad:Whatareyoutalkingabout?



Sliwalkeduptous..

Sli:HesayshefoundourbabySister

Me:Nongcebo..HernameisNongcebo

Dad:Soshedidgiveherthatname

Sli:Howsurearewethatit'sher?

Igavehermyphoneshelookedatherpictures,she

putherhandoverhermouth..

Sli:ShelooksexactlylikeMom

MyDadtookmyphoneandlookedatthepictures

too.Hestaggeredback..

Me:Dadthisisnotthetimeforaheartattackwe

havetogo

Itookmyphonefromthem...

Me:Now!

KELSO

ISmokedthecigarettewhilstleaningagainstthe



wall.Shewaslayingdowntherewithoutmovingan

inch,todayshedidn'tmessupherselfbutshedid

bleed.Iwalkedtoget3bucketofwater,coldwater

andIpouredthewateronher.Shemovedjusta

little..

Ithrewthebucketdownandlookedatthetime,it

was23:00.I'msureshewillwakeupdead.It'svery

coldandshesustainedamercilessbeating.I

walkedoverandturnedheraround,herfacewas

swollen.Herleftnipplewasbadlyinjured.Iplaced

theburningcigaretteonherinjurednipple..

Me:Goodbyesfebesam

Iwatchedthecigaretteasitburnedhernipple..

.
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SCORPION

IttookusawhiletoactuallylocateKelso'shood,

consideringthefactthatitwasatnight.Sliwasn't

doingwellwiththeGPSeitherbecauseofher

nerves,myfatherwasveryquiet.Actuallywewere

alloverwhelmedbydifferentemotions,wehave

beenonthischaseforyearsandSolediditina

matterofwhat?2months?Hewasn'tplayingwhen

hesaidhewassmart.Itrusthisjudgmentwiththe

girl,shelookssomuchlikeourmother.

Weparkednexttothefence,andIdidseehiscar

parkedatthegaragedoor..Itookadeepbreath,my

heartwasbeatingfast.

Weallgotoutandmadeourwaytothegate,itwas



notlocked.Thehousewaspitchblack,theycould

besleeping.It'slateafterall..Wecould'vesetthis

appropriatelyforanotherday,butthepicturesthat

DrPrestonshowedmekeptplayinginmyhead.We

couldpostponeorsetanotherdayanditmightbe

theendofher.Thewalktothebackseemedsolong,

Sliwasholingontomeasshestruggledtowalk.I

wasn'ttheonlyonewhowasnervous.

Wedidn'tknowwheretoknock,butasaguyIdon't

thinkKelsolivesinthehouse.Ithinktherooms

outsidearehis,soweknockedthere...

Sli:Weshould'vecametomorroworsomething,

peoplearesleeping

Me:Wedidgoodbycomingnow

Shelookedatourfather..

Sli:BabauRight?

Myfathernodded..

Afterwhatseemedlikeforever,thelightswere

switchedon.Thedoorwasunlocked,andalight



skinnedgirlappeared..Shelookedatusthroughthe

securitydoor..

Her:Hello?

Me:Hi...ThisisKelso'splaceright?

Shenoddedwhilstrubbinghereyes..

Sli:Itdoesn'tlooklikeher

Me:Ishein?

Girl:Wesleeping

Me:Weactuallylookingforsomeone,agirlbythe

nameofNongcebo?

Girl:Wearesleeping

Me:Openthesecuritydoor

Girl:There'snogirlbythatnamehere

Sli:Let'sgo,weprobablyhavethewronghouse

Iwasn'tgoingtogo,Solewasveryadamantabout

this.Kelsoishisbestfriendhisbeenherebefore

andIdon'tthinkSolemisledus..

Me:Openthesecuritydoor



Girl:PleaseleaveorIwillcallthePolice

Dad:Wearethepolice,whenyoucallthemplease

dotellthemGavenorKhumaloisstandingatyour

doorstep.Theywillhurryandhelpusgetinwithor

withoutyoucooperating

Shedidn'tsayanything..

Dad:I'llgetmyphoneinthecarsoIcancallthe

policemyself

Girl:Okaywait..PleaseknowthatIhadnothingto

dowiththis

Me:Open!

Sheopenedthesecuritydoorandwemadeourway

in..

Girl:Ihadnothingtodowiththis!

Ilookedaroundandwewereinthelounge,the

bathroomdoorwasopenedandanotherdoorwas

openedwhichIthinkit'sthebedroom.Wemadeour

waytothebedroomandwhatIsaw,issomething

thatwillshockmefortherestofmylife.Shewas

naked,layingonthefloorwithachainaroundher



neck.Herbodywaswet.ThiskindofscenarioI've

onlyseenitontheinternet,GBVcases.Agirllaying

onthefloordeadafterbeingtortured..

Sli:OhhNkosiyami

ImovedbackuntilIwasagainstthedoor.Slitook

offhernightgownandkneltdowncoveringher.Her

facewasbadlyhurt,whatanimaldoesthis?Isaw

KelsosleepingonthebedwhenItriedgoingtohim

myDadheldmeback..

Dad:Sonwaitaminute!!!

Itriedtogetawayfromhisgripbutheheldmewith

allthestrengththathehad...

Dad:Lindowait!!!Gooutsideforfreshair..Go

outsideandwewilltalk..Please

Me:Letgoofme!!!

Dad:Ifyoukillhimit'llbewaytooeasy,gooutside..

Suchthingsweneedtothinkthemthrough

Heslowlyletgoofme..

Sli:Howdo..Howdo..Howwegetthechainoffher?

(Crying)



Dad:GooutsideSon

Imademywayoutpushingthegirloutoftheway.I

havebeenangrybefore,butnotthisangry.Iwanted

tokillhimrightthere,Iwaslosingmyshit.Ididn't

evenseewhereIwasgoing,Iwasjustwalkingwith

myhandagainstthewallforbalance..

Ifoundmyselfsittingonthestoepandcriesdidn't

shyawayfromcomingout..

Me:Fucccccckkkk(crying)

IlookedaroundasIwipedmytearswithmyhoodie,

buttearsdidn'twanttoleaveme..

Igotupandpickedupthebricksthatwereplaced

againstthewallandIstartedthrowingthemathis

caruntilthealarmwentoff...Ithrewafewatthe

windowsofhishouse..

IwassoinmyZonethatSliheldme..

Sli:Stopit!!Theneighbourswillcallthepolice!!!!

MyDadshowedupcarryinghertothecar..



Sli:Ngiyazikubuhlungubutthisisnotthewaytogo

aboutit,atleastnotnow.Rightnowsheneedsus

IsankdowntothegroundstillcryingwithSli

holdingme..

Sli:She'sstillalive,herpulseisweakbutshe'sstill

alive

Afterputtingheratthebackseatsmyfathercame

backtous..

Dad:Weneedtogo..Weneedtogethertothe

hospital

Sli:Lindoplease(crying)

Dad:Wefoundher,wefoundher..Wewilldealwith

thislater,rightnowwehavetofocusonher...I

knowyouangryandbelieveme,I'mangrytooand

wewilldealwithhimjustnotnow

Sli:Pleaselet'sgo(crying)

Dad:ComeonSon,let'sgo..Slimasambeni(let'sgo)

Slihelpedmeupandweallwenttothecarasthe

neighbourscameout..



MANTO

Deepdown,tothedeepestofmycoreIfeltthat

Nongcebowasnowsafe.Icouldn'tsleep,I'vebeen

prayingforhereversinceIwaswokenupbyuvalo

(fear),prayingforGodtomakeherstrong.Giveher

strengthuntilshewaslocated..

IblewoutthecandlesandIcouldn'tholdbackmy

tears..

Me:"ThankyouGod,thankyouheavenlyfather.You

didsaythatyouwillneverleaveus,norforsakeus.

Yourswaysaredifferentfromhuman

understanding,wemightquestionyouattimesbut

notevenoncedoyoudisappoint.ThankyouGod..

OhhGod"

Ifeltthisunexplainablejoydeepwithin,Idon'tknow

howmuchdamagewasdonebutallIknowisthat

nothingisimpossiblewithGod.Therewillbeaway

tohelpthisgirlhealandrecover.



SCORPION

Myfatherwasdriving,SliandIweresittingwithher

attheback.Sliwasholdingherandstillcrying,I

waslookingatheranditmademoreemotional.She

probablycriedandscreamedforsomeone,anyone

tocometoheraidandnoonedid.Shefeltalone,

scaredandnoonecameforher.Ihavefailedher,

asabigbrotherIhavefailedtoprotectherfromevil

menlikeKelso..Shehadatinybody,howwasshe

abletotakeinallthosebeatings?

Howdidsheremainstrong?Whodoessuch?Who

doesthisruthlessacttoanotherhumanbeing?

Kelsoisgoingtopaydearlyforthis!Iswearonmy

mother'sgrave...

SANDISIWE

ThenextmorningIwokeupandpreparedmyself



forwork,Iwasstillsleepy.Ijustwantedtosleepbut

Ihaveajobtogettoo...

Solewalkedin,hestoodthereandlookedatme..

Sole:Goodmorning

Ilookedathim..

Me:That'sdifferent,nogoodmorningsweets?A

hug?Akiss?

Herubbedhiseyes..

Me:Whatswrong?

Helookedatmedefeated..

Me:Snowflakewhat'swrong

Him:Kelsofuckedup

Me:Whatareyoutalkingabout?

Him:Nongcebo

Me:Ohhmyword,hedidn'tkillherdidhe?Please

nooo

Him:No..IhavethisfriendbythenameofScorpion

apparentlyhersisterwasstolenasababy,andthe



sisterhappenedtobeNongcebo.Ihelpedhimto

findhissisterandIjustgotoffthephonewithhim.

Lastnighttheyfetchedher,Kelsohadbadlybeaten

herupsomuchthathechainedherlikeadog

Me:What???

Him:Hechangedher,changedhiswifelikeadog

Iheldontothecounter..

Him:Itreflectspoorlyonmerightnowthatheismy

friend

Me:Soifyoudidn'ttellherbrotherandtheydidn't

gothere..

Him:Shewould'vedied

Iwalkeduptohimandhuggedhim...

Me:Iamsoproudofyou

Him:Iwaslate,Ishould'vestoppedthiswhenitwas

stillearly

Me:Iamveryproudofyou



SLIKHUMALO

Ifeltsomeonegentlyshakingme,Iopenedmyeyes.

ItwastheNurse,Nursesiphosethu.

Ihadfallenasleeponthechair,Ilookedat

Nongceboshewaslayingpeacefullyonthebed.I

lookedaround..

Me:Whereismybrotherandmyfather?

Her:Theyleft

Me:ImovedthechaircloserandheldNongcebo's

hand..

Nurse:Maybeyoushouldgotoo,Iamalsogoing

home

Me:No..I'mokay

Nurse:There's3officersoutsideherward,your

fatherstationedthemthere.She'ssafe

IlookedatNongcebo..

Me:No..Idon'twannaleaveher



TheNursewastheonewhohelpedtheDoctorlast

nightwhenwebroughtinNongcebo,shewasdoing

anightshift..

Her:Atleastgoandchange

Me:No..Ican'tleave,Idon'twanthertoget

confusedwhenshewakesup

Her:Iunderstand

Webothlookedather..

Nurse:She'slucky...Mostwomentheyarefound

dead

Me:Sheisstrong,shegetsthatfromourMother

Nurse:Takecare..I'llseeyouguyslatertodayon

myshift

Me:Thankyousomuchforyourhelp

Nurse:It'smyjobbutyouwelcome

Shewalkedaway.Ilaidmyheadonherstomach

stillholdingherhandandIclosedmyeyes..

.
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SLIKHUMALO

Nongcebohadtoberushedtosurgeryafterher

scansprovedthatshehadbrokenribsandinternal

bleeding.Shestillwasverymuchunconsciousand

whentheDrmentionedsurgeryIpanicked.Yesshe

wasbadlyinjuredbutIdidn'tthinkuptothispoint,

thisisheartbreaking.Shelookssoyoungtohave

enduredsuchabuse,thequestionstillstandsonfor

howlonghasshebeenenduringthisabusefor.I



don'tunderstand,howcansomeonewhoclaimsto

loveyoudothistoyou?Shedoesn'tdeservethis!

Nowomandoes..

Mydadshowedup..

Me:Thoughtyouwouldbeatwork

Dad:Icouldn'tgo..Youhavetogohomeand

change

Me:Idon'twannaleave

Dad:She'sinsurgery,Iwillbeherewhenshegets

back

Me:Ididn'timaginethiskindofunion

Dad:Whatmattersthemostisthatwefoundher

Me:WhereisLindo?

Dad:Idon'tknow

Me:Ihopehewon'tdoanythingstupid

Dad:ThisisthetimeIputprinciplesaside,thisis

thetimeIwon'tbeplayingonthesideofthelaw

Me:Dadplease...Weshouldbeconcentratingon



Nongceboandherrecovery

Dad:Youawoman,youwon'tunderstand.Women

tendtohavegoodhearts,youforgiveandleaveitall

toGod.ThisismyDaughteryouwon'tunderstand

howIfeelasafather.Ifyouwereinhershoes,Ido

thesame

Me:Thebestrevengewecouldhaveonhimisto

openacaseagainsthimthenNongcebohasto

recoverandregainherlife

Dad:I'vebeeninthisfieldformanyyears,casesgo

cold.Thedocketcangomissing,bastardsgofree,

thatwon'tbethecasewithmyDaughter.Iwillnever

allowit,never!

KELSO

ThesunwasshiningonmyfacetoapointwhereI

hadnochoicebuttoopenmyeyes.Iyawnedand

stretchedmyhandtotheothersideofthebedand

itwasempty.Isighedandraisedmyheaduptosee



Scorpionsittingonthesmalldressingchair.Hehad

hiselbowsonhisthighsabitclosetohiskneesand

hishandsjoinedtogetherathismouth.Hewas

lookingatme...

Imustbedreaming,Iclosedmyeyesagainand

thenopenedthem.Hewasstillsittingthere.

Wearinghisblackjeans,boots,ablackhoodieanda

beaniehat..

Me:Howthefuckdidyougetin?

Heturnedtohissideandtookthechainandthe

dogcollar,hemanipulateditbetweenhisfingers..

Shit,Nongcebo!.Igotoutofbedonlyinmybriefs..

Me:Whereismywife?WhereisNeli?

Hedidn'tsayanything.Iopenedthedraweronlyto

realizethatmygunwasinmycar..

Him:Ascorpionneverforgives,anditneverforgets.

Youcanfuckuptoday,anditcanplanyourfuneral

evenafter5years.Evenafter10years,whenyouall

livinghappilyitwillstillcomebackforit'srevenge.

It'sverydeadlythat'swhyyoucan'tjustfindit

anywhere,andmostofall



Hegotup..

Him:Ascorpionhasavenomoussting.Onlyabout

25ofthemareknowntohavevenomcapableof

killingahumanbeingandI'moneofthem

Me:Iswearifyou'vehurtmyWifeI'mgoingtokill

you!

Hemadehiswaytome..

Him:Icouldkillyourightnowandrighthere,but

thatwouldbeeasy.Iwannatakemytimewithyou,I

wannabeanightmarethatyouhavenever

imagined.WhenI'mdonewithyou,youwon'teven

recognizeyourself.FromtodayIwantyoutolook

overyourshouldereverydaynotknowingwhenI'm

goingtostingyou,Iwanttoparalyzeyouwithfear

somuchthatyouwillthinkyougoingcrazy.Ihate

Menwhobeatwomen,butmostofall.Ihatethe

onewhoIamlookingatrightnow

Ichargedathim,whenIwasabouttothrowthe

punchheduckedandpunchedmeonmystomach.

Hedidn'tgivemetimetocollectmyselfasIslightly

bent.Hehitmewithhiselbowonmybackand



broughtmeupwithhiswithkneeonmyface.Itook

afewstepsbackandhecametomedisorientedas

Iwasandpunchedme.Givingmenochanceto

defendmyself,thelastpunchsentmedown.

Thingsstartedtoappearabitblurry,heputhisboot

onmycrotchandpresseddownhardersquashing

myballs...

Me:Ahhhhhfuck!!!!!!

IusedallmystrengthtotryandgethisfootoffbutI

failed,thepainwasintense.Heremovedhisfoot

andputthecollararoundmyneck.Hechainedme

attheTVstand,samespotwhereIhadchained

Nongcebo.

Me:Youbetterrun,IswearI'mgoingtokillyou!

Shiiiiit!!

Hepresseddownonmyballsagainturningand

twistinghisfootwithhishandsinhispockets

glancingdownatmeasmydeepscreamscameout.

HeremovedhisfootandIputmyhandsdown

there..

Me:Shiiiiit!!



Him:Shame..

Hewhistledhiswayout..

Me:I'mgoingtofuckenkillyou!!Runyousonofa

bitch!!!Ahhhdammit!!

SANDISIWE

Icouldn'tfocusatworktoday,mymindwasblank.

WhathappenedtoNongcebocouldhappentoany

woman.NowomanisimmunedtoGBV.Men

shouldprotectus,loveus,andnotturnusintotheir

punchingbags..

Itypedthetitleonmylaptop:

"Thechainedwoman"

Aneleshowedup..

Him:Hey

Me:Whatdoyouwant?

Him:Whoa!Wokeuponthewrongsideofthebed?



Me:I'mnotinthemood

Him:Ithoughtwewerecool

Me:I'msorryit'sjustthat..I'mmadwithallthe

abusethatishappeningtowomen

Him:Yathat'sshit,thesemenmakeusgoodmen

lookbad

Me:I'mwritingastory

Him:Astory?

Me:OnGBVtitled"Thechainedwoman"I'mgoing

topostachaptereverydayonmycolumn

Him:Haveyouspokenwiththebossaboutthat?

Yougoingoffonwhatyourcolumnshouldbe

Me:Soyousupportthesemen?

Him:I'mjustsaying

Me:I'mawriter,it'smydutytobethevoiceofthe

voiceless

Him:Ifyouweren'tinarelationshiprightnownor

pregnantI'dcertifyyouafeminist



Me:Iamawoman,andthiscanhappentometoo

Him:Inthatcaseletmegogetyousome

chocolates

Me:Thankyou

NONGCEBO

Ifoundmyselfatthecemetery,acemeterythat

lookedfamiliar.ItwastheoneatKzn,whatwas

happening?WhatamIdoinghere?

Istoodinfrontofatombstone..

"MimiBeniciaKhumalo

Alovingwifeandmother

+16.10.1968

-29.04.2000

ShepassedonayearafterIwasborn.Whoisthis?

WhyamIstandingthereinfrontofhergrave.Isaw

dovesflyingaroundinthesky,Ifeltthiscoolbreeze.



IlookedaroundandIwasalone..

Voice:Ngcebo

Iturnedandsawthisbeautifulwomanwholooked

verymuchlikemestandingbehindme.Shewas

wearingawhitedresswithasmileonherface..

Her:OhwNgcebo

Iaskedanobviousquestion..

Me:Whoareyou?Ungubani?

Her:IamyourMother

Ididn'tknowwhattosay..

Her:Youwerestolenfrommewhenyouwerea

baby,Ihaveneverknownpeaceafterthat.

Me:Mama?

Sheslowlynoddedstillkeepinghersmileandwith

tearsinherface...

Me:Ma?

Her:NgiyaxolisaNana(I'msorry)

Iwalkeduptoher..



Me:Ma...

Iputmyhandonherfaceandsheclosedhereyes..

Ihuggedherandhertouchfeltliketheverysame

touchthatIonceexperiencedatthehospital..

Me:Ma(crying)

Iheldhertight..

Her:ItiswellNana...Usuphephilemanje(youare

safenow)

ANELE(SANDISIWE'SCOLLEAGUE)

Wilsoniashowedupafterafewminutesofwaiting.

Shewaswearingablackwighidingherblondehair,

shehadonajacketandhatthejacket'shadover

herwig..

Me:Thattooklong

Shehandedme2chocolates..

Ilookedatthem...



Her:Howmanydidyoubuy?

Me:3

Her:Good..BeforeIgiveyouthese2takeonefor

yourselffromthe3thatyoubought.Whenyougive

herthemixedchocolatesyoumusteattheoneyou

keptforyourselfinfrontofher.Thesetwo

chocolatesIhaveinjectedthemwithpoisonso

mixedwiththe2youboughtminusoneforyourself,

shewilleatthemallandthetwothatarepoisoned

theygoingtoreactthenharmherandthebaby

Ilookedatthem..

Her:Nothingwillbetiedbacktoyou,theywillonly

suspecttheshopthatyouboughtthechocolates

from

Inodded..

Her:Thankyouforyourservicesandyouwillbe

paidaccordingly

Me:Isee

.

Tobecontinued
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SANDISIWE

AnelewalkedbackinasIwasbusywithmycolumn.

Heput4slabsofchocolatesonmydesk,heopened

theonethathewasholdingandstartedeatingit.I

lookedatthem..

Me:Thankyouverymuch

Him:Youwelcome...Howisthecolumngoing?

Me:It'sgettingthere

Itookonechocolateandunwrappedit,Istarted

eatingit.Itfeltsoheavenly.JustwhatIneeded..



Me:Nowillbeabletoletideasflow

Hereadaportionofit..

"Thisisatruestory,thathappenedtoadearfriend

ofmine.Realnameswon'tbeusedtoprotectthe

identitiesofthepeopleinvolved.EnoughisEnough!

SaynotoGBV!"

Anele:Soundsintense

Me:It'sgoingtocarryalotofemotions

Anele:Whereisthefriendnow?

Me:Safelyatthehospital

Anele:I'mreallysorrythatsuchhappenedtoher

Me:It'sokay..I'mgladshe'srecoveringverywell

Anele:I'msureshewillbehappytoreadthis,

knowingthatherfriendappreciatesher

Me:Iadmireherstrength,it'snotallwomenthat

cansurvivesuch

Anele:That'sverytrue

Me:Thankyouforthechocolatesagain



Anele:Youwelcome..I'llleaveyoutoit

Hewalkedaway..

NONGCEBO

Wetookawalkaround,neverreallyhowIhad

imaginedmeetingmyMother.AlltheseyearsI've

beenangryatherthinkingthatshehadabandoned

theme,butshewasnomore.Theagonyofher

losingmeledtoheruntimelydeath.Shedidcare,

caredenoughtoevencontactmebeyondthegrave..

ShewastellingmethestoryaboutthedaywhenI

wasstolenfromthehospital,howitalmostdrove

hercrazywakingupandnotseeingmetherenext

toher.Itbroughtherpain,painthatfailedtoheal...

Ma:Yourdisappearancescarredthewholefamily,

mydeathmadeitworse.Yourfatherandyour

brothertheyalwaysclashing,Iwastheonlyone

whowasabletomakepeacebetweenthem.Slilost

herhusband,theyfilingfordivorce.Shegaveupher



surgery,ithasbeendifficultforthemtoo,justasit

wasdifficultforyougrowingupwithoutafamily.All

I'maskingforisforyoutogivethemachance,it's

nottoolateforyoutofeeltheirlove

Me:Ithasbeendifficult,stillcan'tbelievemyfamily

foundme

Ma:Theynevergaveup,especiallyyourBrother

Me:IwishIcould'vemetyoubeforeallofthis

Ma:Begratefulforthismoment,noteveryoneis

affordedthismoment.Ididn'twantyoutocarrythat

angerandhatewithoutknowingthefullstory,

thoughIblamedmyselfuntilthedayIdied

Me:Youcouldn'thaveknownthatshewasgoingto

dothat

Ma:Thatisverytrue

Shelookedatme..

Ma:Youarebeautiful

Me:Thankyou

Iheardvoices:



Voice1:HerBPisdropping

Ma:Youhavetogo

Voice2:Suctionplease

Voice1:BPisstilldropping

Ma:RememberthatIwillalwaysloveyou

Sheblewmeakissbeforedisappearing...Isawa

brightlightshiningonmefromhighabove..

Voice1:BPisgettingstableagain....

Voice2:Wearealmostdone

KELSO

Iwasinalotofpain,somuchpainthatIhadabitof

bloodonbriefs.Scorpiondoesn'tknowwhoheis

messingwith,ifhetookmywife.Hewon'tlivelong

totellthetale..

Icrawledonthefloortograbmyjeans,theywere

alsoonthefloorbutthedogcollararoundmyneck



wasrestrictingme.ThemoreItriedtoreachformy

jeansthemoreitstrangledme..Ican'tbestucklike

thisfortherestoftheday.Ineedtograbmyjeans,

getmypocketknifefromoneit'spocketsandcut

offthecollararoundmyneck...

Ipushedmyselfhardandpainreacted.

Thecollartightenedaroundmyneck,Ilaidthere

tryingtogathermorestrength..

SCORPION

Dad:Wherehaveyoubeen?

Me:I'vebeenout

Dad:Youwenttohim?

Me:No

Dad:Iknowyououtforrevenge,Iknowyououtfor

bloodbutdeathwouldbewaytooeasyforhim.We

needtoplaythissmart,weneedtodragthis.See

howwecanmessuphislifemorethanhemessed



uphersandthatwon'thappenifhe'sdead

Me:He'snotdeadPops,Ididn'tgettohim

Dad:Good!

Me:WhereisSli?

Dad:Shetookmycarandwenthome,I'mthinking

thatmaybeshe'sresting

Me:Okaythat'sgood

TheybroughtNongcebobackintoherward..

Dad:Howisshe?

Dr:Fortunatelyitwasn'talotofinternalbleeding,

there'swasmuchdamageinternallyandsheonly

hadonebrokenrib

Me:Isshegoingtobeokay?

Dr:Yes...She'sheavilysedated,sheneedsabitof

rest

Dad:ThankyouDr

Dr:Iwillalertthepolicewhenshewakesupand

strongenoughtotalk



Dad:Iappreciatethatalot,butIthinkweshould

waitforhertowakeupfirst

Dr:Thatwon'tbeaproblem

Dad:Thankyou

Dr:Enjoyyourdaygentlemen

Me:Youtoo

Dad:I'mgettingcoffee,doyouwant?

Me:NoI'mokaythankyou

Iwalkedintoherwardandlookedather..

AllIwantisforhertorecover,Iwanthertowake

up...Isatdownonthechairandheldherhand,I

lookedatherwonderinghowshe'sgoingtoreact

whenshewakesup..

KELSO

Iendedupmanagingtogetaholdofmyjeansafter

alotoftimestruggling.Itookoutmypocketknife



andcutthedogcollarfrommyneck,whenIwas

freeIalsogotmyphoneouttocallSole..

Sole:Yeah?

Me:Youneedtogethereatmyplace,Ineedtogo

tothefuckenhospital

Sole:Whathappened?

Me:I'lltellyoulaterwhathappenedrightnowIneed

youtotakemetothehospital

Sole:Cool...I'mcoming

GERTRUDE

IreceivedacallfrommyNiecelettingmeknowthat

Nongceboissafe.She'satthehospitalandherreal

familyhadfoundher.

IwasverygratefulalthoughIknowKelsowon'tlet

thisgothateasily.IhopeNongcebo'sfamilyis

preparedforthewarthat'sstarting..

Kelo:I'mgoingtofetchTakiefromtheairport



Me:Okay..YoushouldknowthatNongceboissafe,

she'satthehospitalwithherfamily

Kelo:That'sgood..Ishouldkeepincontactwithher

toseehowshe'sholdingup

Me:Kelo..

Kelo:Iknowwhatyougoingtosayandyoushould

knowthatIreallylikeher,likedherfromthefirstday

IsawherandIdidsayI'mgoingtomarryher

Ilaughed..

Me:WhatshehasbeenthroughIdon'tthinkshewill

everwannabeinarelationship

Kelo:Themorereasontomakeherseethatnotall

Menareevilandruthless,someofuswillbethere

topickupthepieces.IhateMenwhobreakwomen

forthenextman

Me:Kelsoisnotsomeoneyouwanttopissoff

Kelo:Iknow..IshouldgoI'llseeyoulater

Me:IalsohavetotellTakieabouthim,havetotell

youguysthewholetruth



KELSO

Soleshowedup,Icouldn'twearanyJean.Ihadto

settleforat-shirtandatowel.Soletoldmeabout

Scorpion,toldmethatNongceboisScorpion'slittle

sister..

Icouldn'tbelieveit,neverthoughtherfamilywould

actuallycomethroughforher.Ithoughtshewould

bealoneforever,thisisamessbutNongceboismy

wife.Theycan'tjusttakeherandIwon'tletthem

takeher.

Iwasshockedtoseemycardamaged,thefront

windowswerealsobroken.Scorpionisstartingwar,

warthathewon'twin..

Tobecontinued
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NONGCEBO

[3WEEKSLATER]

IhopethisisthelasttimeIevergetadmitted,I've

growntodislikehospitals.I'vevisitedthisplace

morethananywhereelseandIwasnowtiredofit..

Tiredofjustlayinginbedanddoingnothing,just

eat,goandbathandthat'sit.Iwasevenstartingto

gainabitofweightandmycomplexionbrightened

more,Iwasyellow..

Learningaboutmyfamily,Ithoughtthatthings

wouldbeawkwardbetweenusbuttheytreatedme



likethey'veknownmeforalongtime.Yesthefirst

fewdayswhenIwokeup,thingswereawkward

betweenus.Theywerewalkingoneggshells

aroundme,carryingtheburdenofnotfindingmeon

time.EspeciallymyBrotherLindo,andforsome

reasonwemorecloserthanIamwithSliandmy

Father.Myfatherisstillstrugglingtomaintainthat

closenessbetweenus,hedoesn'tknowwhattosay

whenhe'saroundmeandhegetsverynervous..I

could'vebeenangryandallthatbutIwasvery

gratefulandhappy.HappythatIfinallybelong

somewhere,happythatfromhereonIwon'tbe

requiredtogivemyselftoanymanbecauseIhave

nowheretogo.IhaveahomeandIhaveafamily

thatlovesmeunconditionally..

Therapyisstillabitdifficult,havingtorevisitall

thosememoriesit'shard.Igetnightmareseveryday,

Ialwaysfeelscared,guiltyanddisgustedwith

myselfmostofthetime.Especiallymylastsexual

encounterwithKelso,itbrokeme.Mybathing

scheduleisevenlongerthantheusual,everydayI



trytorubhimoffme.EverydayImustlookatmy

bodyandberemindedofwhatheputmethrough,it

nevergoesaway.Itdoesn'tgetbetter...Iwasmore

gratefulthattheyalsoacceptedBongeka,My

BrotherLindopromisedmethatnothingisgoingto

happentoher.Theyevensuggestedthatshe

movesbackdownheresothatshecouldbemore

closertous,andIwassurprisedsheagreed.WhenI

toldherthetruthaboutwhatKelsodid,itaffected

herrelationshipwithNessi.

Nessicallsmeeverynowandthen,verybrokenand

hurtoverwhathappened..

They'vecomehomeforJuneholidays,Nessiisat

herplaceandBongekaiswithournewfamily.Iwas

alsohappythattodayIwasgettingdischarged.I'm

goinghome...

Lindostoodatthedoorandlookedatme.He

spendsmostofhistimehere,sleepingonthechair

makingsurethatIgetthroughthenight.He'san

amazingperson,hemakesbigbrotherslookthe



best...

Me:What?

Him:It'shardhavingtolookatanuglyperson

everydaythenlietothemthattheiruglinessdoesn't

affectyou

Me:YouhaveindirectlysaidMomisUgly

Him:Ohwshewasjustlikeyou

Me:Yeahwhatever

Hewalkedinwithaplastic..

Him:Iboughtyouaphone,newphonenew

numbers

Me:Thankyouverymuch,Iwasstartingtoget

boredwithoutaphone

Hekissedmeonmycheek..

Him:Areyoureadytogo?

Me:IthoughtSliwasfetchingme

Him:Sliiscookingandallthatshit

Me:That'sveryunnecessary



Him:That'swhatItoldher,veryunnecessarytobe

wastingfoodonuglypeople

Me:That'snotanicethingtosay,youaverymean

person

Siphosethuwalkedin..

Sethu:Iamsosadthatyouleavingustoday,you

wereoneofmyfavoritepatients

Me:I'msadI'mleavingyoutoo

Shewalkeduptomeandhuggedme..

Sethu:Takecareofyourself

Me:Thankyou

Sethu:Andcallmewhenyouneedanything

Lindotookouthisphoneandgaveittoher..

Lindo:Shejustboughtanewphone,shewillstill

havetonavigateitsoyoucanputyournumberhere

forsafekeepingyabo

Shesmiledandtookhisphone,thensavedher

number..



Sethu:Here

Lindo:I'llmakesureshecallsyou

Sethu:Thankyou

Lindo:Imightcallonherbehalfeverynowandthen

Sethu:Ilookforwardtothecalls

Ilookedatthemastheylookedateach..

Sethu:Ishouldgetbacktowork

Lindo:Yeahweshouldn'tkeepyouwaitingmore

livestobesaved

Sethu:IguessI'llseeyouaround

Lindo:I'llmakesureyoudo

Sethulookedatme..

Sethu:HaveasafetripandthoughI'mgoingto

missyoubutpleasedon'tcomeback

Me:Iwon't

Sethu:Okaybye

Me:Bye



ShewalkedawaywithLindolookingather..

SANDISIWE

Aneleputchocolatesonmydesk.Thelastoneshe

boughtme,Ionlyateoneandtooktheresthome.

Solethrewthemalloutwithoutevenexplainingto

meandtoldmethatIshouldn'tacceptfoodsor

treatsfromanyone,it'sdangerous.Itotallygetwhat

heissayingandAnelehasbeenbuyingme

chocolateseverydaysamebrandofchocolates,

that'sweird..

Me:Thankyou

Anele:Yourcolumnisreallydoingwell

Me:Isaw

Anele:DidIoffendyou?

Me:Huh?

Anele:Youaresomehowtomelately,hardlyeven

eatthechocolatesIbuyforyou



Me:IeatthemathomejustthathereIgetbusyand

Ievenforgetaboutmyaddiction

Anele:Sothere'snotensionbetweenus?

Me:NotthatIknowof

Shesmiled..

Anele:I'mglad..Letmeleaveyouthentowork

Me:Thankyou

Heleft..

SOLE

Iwalkedintoherofficeunexpectedly,shemoved

hereyesfromherPCandlookedatme..

Wil:Peoplemakeanappointment

Iclosedthedoor..

Wil:I'mguessingthisisadifferentkindof

appointment

Me:Ifyougoingtotryandpoisonmygirlfriendand



mybaby,tryadifferentbrandofchocolatesnot

yourfavorite

Shesmiled..

Wil:Soyougotmymessage

Me:Whatdoyouwant?

Wil:Ijustwantyoutohavearelationshipwithyour

sonthat'sall

Ilookedathispicture..

Wil:That'sallIwantandforyourgirlfriendtoknow

abouthim

Me:Youtriedkillingmygirlfriendjustforthat?

Wil:Iknewyouwouldpickitup,andalsopleaseno

threatsagainstmyaccomplice

Me:Idon'tdothreats

Wil:I'mgladweunderstandeachother,wewillbe

expectingyoutonightI'mguessingyoustillknow

myaddress

Me:19:30



Wil:Perfect,he'sgoingtobethrilled.Alwayswanted

toknowhisDaddy

Me:Stayawayfrommyfamily

Wil:Understood!

KELSO

Wisanicalledmeaboutaweekagotocheckupon

me.Shetoldmethingsthatalmostdrovemecrazy,

thingsaboutNongcebo.Irememberwhenwespoke,

shedidtellmethatMakhathini'sfamilywillhavea

handinNongcebo'slifeandunfortunatelythathand

ruinedourmarriage.Thathandmademeaccuse

mywifeofthingsthatshedidn'tdotoapointwhere

sheadmittedtodoingsomethingthatshedidn'tdo.

Ifeltlikeacompletefool.Ishould'vebelievedmy

wife,should'vethoughtthisthrough.Irememberall

thethingsIdidtoher,shesufferedatmyhandand

alsoatthehandofthosewhoturnedherlifeupside

down.HowdoIevenbegintomakethingsright?

I'vemessedupsomuchandIdon'tknowwhereto



begintofixthis.IloveNongcebo,Iloveherwithall

myheart.TheangeranddisgustIfelttowardsher,I

don'tknowwhereiteruptedfrom.Idoremember

everythingIdidtoher,butIdon'tunderstandmy

angerinthatsituation..

Thingsaregoingtobedifficultnowthatshehasa

family,Scorpionreallyfuckedmeup.SobadthatI

lostatesticleintheprocess.Itwasbadlyinjured,

theyhadtocutitoff.TheUrologisttoldmethatmy

othertesticleisverymuchfunctional,Icanstill

havekids,mytestosteronelevelswon'tbeaffected

too..

Nessihatesme,Idon'twannamentionhow

disappointedmyGrandmotherisatme.Idon't

blamethem,I'mdisappointedtooinmyself.Iput

herpicturebackonthedressingtableandsighed.

Mylifeiscrumbling.

Iambroke,SoledidthelastheistwithScorpionand

Scorpion'sfriend.ScorpionwasgoingtopulloutifI

wasincluded,sinceIdisappointedhimhesaw



Scorpionasafitpartnerinthisheist.Theywalked

awaywith3mill,myfatherdidn'tevengetacutfor

bringingScorpionin.Myfatheristheonewhois

helpingmefinanciallyuntilIgetbackonmyfeet..

SolehasdonesomanythingsandI'vealways

helpedhimtocoverthemup,justonemistakeand

thebastardI'veknownforyearsasmybestfriend

cutmeoff.Nowhehasanewcrew,that'sreally

messedup..

Myphonerang,itwasStallion..

Me:Stallion

Him:Iamhere

Me:OkayI'monmyway

Him:Cool

Ihungup.ImmediatelyafterhiscallatextfromNeli

camethrough:

"myrentisdue"

Thisbitchhaswipedmecleanofmylastcash,



drugs,rent,alcohol,shopping.WhatwasIeven

thinkingfoolingaroundwithher?Suchbitchesyou

fuckandmoveonfromthem.Thisisshit,mywhole

lifeatthismomentisshit!!

.
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NONGCEBO

Slireallywentalloutinpreparingeverythingforme.

Thedinningtablehadallthefoodanddrinks,evena



cake.Shehadoneofherchurchladiespresentwho

helpedhertoprepareeverything,hernameisManto.

Outofeverythingthatwasprepared,Ilikedmy

bedroom.IwasgoingtoshareitwithBongeka.It

wasreallybeautiful,Idon'twannalie.Asmuchas

thiswasabeautifulgesturefromherpart,Icouldn't

helpbutbeoverwhelmedbyunsettlingemotions.

Fearbeingthedominantone.Myheartwasracing

andmychestwasclosingin,Iaskedtobeexcused.

Idon'tunderstand,Ishouldbehappy.Ishouldbe

excitedbutIwasfearful.FearedthatKelsomight

justwalkin,shooteveryoneanddragmeout.I

wantedtobehappyandworrygottomequicker

thananything..

Iheardaknockatthedoor..

Me:Comein

ThedooropenedandLindowalkedin..

Lindo:Areyouokay?

Heclosedthedoor..

Me:I'llbeokay



Hewalkeduptome..

Lindo:Talktome

Me:IjusthavethisfearthatIcannotexplain,fear

thathe...Thathemightwalkinand..

Lindo:Heycomehere

Hehuggedme..

Lindo:Iwillneverletanyonehurtyoulikethatever

again..Ipromise

Me:Evenwhenhe'sgonebuthestillhasthishold

ofme,hekeepsmeawakeatnight,Ican'tseemto

getpasswhathedid(crying)

Lindo:Whathappenedtoyouwasinhumane,it

would'vebrokeneventhestrongestperson

Me:Ijustwannabefree,rightnowI'mfree

physicallyandnotemotionallyandmentally

Heheldmetight..

Lindo:Wewillgetthroughthis,Ipromise..I'llalways

behereforyou



KELSO

Youlooklikeshit..

Me:Ifeellikeshit

Stallion:Whatsgoingon?

Me:Alothasbeenhappeningthat..Justalothas

beenhappening

Stallion:Foryoutoevencallme,itmeansshithas

beenhappeningforreal

Me:Imessedupsobad

Stallion:Wannatalkaboutit?

Me:NoI'drathernot

Stallion:IsSolejoiningus?

Me:No

Stallion:That'snew

Me:SoyouworkingfortheItalians?

Stallion:Amanhastogethispaper



Me:Ihaveinformation

Stallion:Whatinformation?

Me:IbelievetheItaliansaremissingafewmills?

Stallion:I'mlistening

Me:Solewasbehindit,hewashelpedbyaguy

namedScorpion.TheyrobbedtheItalians

Hewhistled..

Stallion:Shit..Solemust'vefuckedyouupforyouto

dothis

Me:Soleisthereasonwhymywifeisnotwithme,

Soleisalsothereasonwhyyoudon'thaveLondeka

Hefoldedhisarms..

Me:Webothlostpeopleweloveatthehandsof

Sole,Ithinkitcallsforatruce

Heslowlynodded..

Stallion:Isee

Me:AreyougoingtotakemetotheItalians?

Stallion:I'llsetupameetingfortonight



Me:CoolMan

BANZA

BreakingupwithSasawasthehardestthingtodo,I

hurther.Ihurtherdeeply.Ididn'thaveitinmeto

swingheralongknowingverywellthatnowIhad

feelingsforsomeoneelse.Ididn'twannacheaton

hersoIdecidedtohurtherwiththetruththantolie

toher..

IreceivedacallfromManto..

Me:Bubu

Manto:Areyoubusy?

Me:Justwaitingfor3people,iseverythingokay?

Manto:Nongcebojustarrived

Me:And?

Manto:Shewasoverwhelmedbyeverything

Isighed..



IthappensthatMantoandNongcebo'ssistergoto

thesamechurchandbecauseMantohastohelp

Nongceboshethoughtitwouldbebetterifshe

befriendedNongcebo'ssister.

Manto:I'llkeepyouupdated

Me:Okaysharp..Iloveyou

Manto:Iloveyoutoo

NESSI(KELSO'SNIECE)

IwasbrokenthatmyUncle'sactsruinedwhat

BongekaandIhad.Thehonesttruthisthat,

BongekaandIwereinarelationshipthanwewere

inafriendship.Notreallyknowinghoweveryone

wasgoingtoreacttousbeinginarelationship,we

decidedtotelleveryonethatwewerefriends.Best

friendsforthatmatter..Weweremostlyenjoying

ourlivesattheboardingschool,wesharedthe

sameroomanditmadeourrelationshipeasier.We

gottimetoconnectmore..



AfterfindingoutwhatmyUncledidtoNongcebo,

andhermovingout.Bongekabrokeupwithme,

nowI'mseeingfromherFacebookpoststhatshe

wantstochangeschoolssoshecanbemorecloser

toNongcebo..Thiswascrazy,Ididn'tknowthather

breakingupwithmewasgoingtobethishurtful.

I'vebeenstrugglingtoeat,sleep,andIcan'tgether

outofmymind.FeltlikeIwaslosingmymind

especiallysinceshe'sblockedmycalls.Shedoesn't

replytomymessagesandshehasblockedmeon

whatsapp.Thelastmessageshesentmestated:

"Leavemealoneyoupsycho!Staywithyourpsycho

family"

Ireadthemessagealmosteverydayandeachtime

itbringsaboutthesameemotions.Angerandhurt...

Grams:Howareyoufeeling?

Me:I'mfine

Grams:Bongekaisstillnottalkingtoyou?

Me:No



Grams:Givehertime

Me:I'vegivenhertime,she'sdonewithme

Grandma!I'velostmygir-..Imeanmybestfriend

Grams:Shehaseveryrighttobeangry,yourUncle

hurtNongceboalot

Me:He'salwaysdoingbadthingsthataffectus!He

doesn'tthinkaboutusbeforeacting

Grams:IknowandI'msorrySisi..Shewillcome

arounddon'tworryshe'sjustupsetthat'sall

NONGCEBO

Sliwentoutofherwaytopreparethismealforme,

makemefeelallwelcome.TheleastIcoulddois

enjoythismomentandtrytoblockoutKelsoand

everythingthathashappened.Fornow,Ineedto

enjoythismoment.ItwasMe,Sli,Bongeka,and

Mantoaroundthetableeating.Lindohadgoneout.



Manto:Nongcebohowareyoufeelingnow?

Me:I'mfeelingbetterthankyou

Manto:Ijustwantyoutoknowthatyouarevery

strong

Me:Thankyou

SliandMantolookedateachother..

Me:What?

Sli:Mantowantedustoinviteyoutochurchthis

Sunday,butIwastellingherthatit'stoosoon

Me:Noit'sokay,Iwouldlovetogo

Manto:Youdon'thavetooifyoustillnotready

Me:Noit'sokay..Iwouldlovetovisityourchurch

Sli:That'ssweetmaybewecanalsostartpraying

together

Me:That'sagoodidea

Manto:Iloveyourattitude,it'sdifficulttoviewGod

differentlywhenyouhavebeenthroughwhatyou

wentthrough



Iputmyforkdown..

Me:Thatnightwhenhe...IthoughtIwasgoingto

die.Iprayedthat"Godifyougetmethroughthis,I

willneverquestionyourexistenceagain"

Ifoughtbackmytears..

Me:Notonlydidhesavemethatnightbuthegave

mesomethingmore.SomethingIdesperately

needed,hegavememyfamily.

Ichuckledthroughmytears..

Me:Itwassoquick,neverdidIthinkthatIwasever

goingtobeunitedwithmyfamily.Ihavelostall

hopeandIunderstandwhyIneverknewabout

themearlier,hewantedtobringthemattheright

timeandthatnightwastherighttime.Forthefirst

timesinceI'vebeeninandoutofthehospital,I

openedmyeyesthatdaythinkingIwasgoingto

seethefaceofmyabuserfirst,butinstead.My

familywasintheward..Thatwasthemost

beautifulmomentforme,Iwokeupandsawmy

family..AllalongIthoughtthatGodwasn'thearing

me,buthewashearingme.Hedidseemypain,and



hewantedtosavemeattherighttime.Hedid,he

didthatandmore.Ihavehopenow,Ihavefaith..

There'snoshadowofdoubtinmethatGodexistsI

don'tcarewhosayswhat.Iwasn'ttoldthathe

exists,Isawitformyself.Isawitonmyownto

believeit

Itookthenapkinandwipedmytears..

Mantowipedhers..

Manto:Wow..

Sliwipedherstoo..

Sli:Idon'tknowaboutyouguysbutIfeellike

praying

Manto:Yesplease

WealljoinedourhandsasSlistartedpraying..

KELSO

Stallionwalkedmetomycar..



Stallion:Youcantrustme,IneedtoknowthatIcan

trustyoutoo

Me:Wehaveacommonenemy,Ithinkweshould

trusteachother

Stallion:AndIhopeitstayslikethat

Me:WhatSoledidcannotbeforgiven,hehadno

businessrunningtoScorpionlikethat.Heshould've

toldmeaboutNongcebo'sfamily

Stallion:It'sshit..Sohewaskissingasssomuch

thathebetrayedtheonlyfriendthatwastherefor

him..Solehasalwaysbeenasnake,I'venever

trustedhim

Me:Ishould'veneverdonethattoyouMan

Stallion:Solewasyourbestfriend,youtwowere

veryclose.I'mgladyouseeinghimforwhohetruly

is..Hehasalwaysbeenselfish

Me:Iseethatnow

Stallion:Whatsthatonyourwindscreen?

Igotthepaper..



Me:Idon'tknow

Icheckeditanditwasmyobituary..

"InthelovingmemoryofKelsoBhembe"

Itevenhadmypicture.Iopeneditandnotmuch

waswritteninsideotherthan..

"I'mcomingforyou"

UnderthewordswasapictureofaScorpion.

.

Tobecontinued
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NONGCEBO

Lateratnight,SliandBongekawerewatchingTV.I

didn'tjointhemIwasinmybedroomlayingonmy

bedandjustcatchinguponFacebook.Decidedto



uploadarecentprofilepictureitwasmeand

Scorpion,wetookitwhenIwasstilladmitted..I

checkedthecomments:

"Whoishe "

.

"Youwereatthehospital,hopeyourecoveringwell"

.

"YoubeautifulbutyerrrrrrrrMrMannexttoyou,I

thoughtyouweremarried"

.

"YourboyfriendishandsomeSisi,soyouhavea

husbandandasidenigga"

.

"Isn'tshemarried?Hainqandani "

.

"Haiyifilm"

.



"Peopleandjumpingintoconclusions"

.

"Seewhathappens?Thenwhenwekillthemweare

wrong"

Icansaythatthepicturesentthewrongmessage

becauseScorpionwaslayingnexttomeand

kissingmycheek"itissoshockingthatpeople

decidedtojumpintothatconclusionwithouteven

askingwhoheis,Ihadtoreplytothecommentsby

sayinghe'smyBrotherthentheyapologized.Kelo

jumpedin..

"Sopeopleshouldn'tuploadtheirpictureswiththeir

siblingsandthecloserelationshipthattheyshare?

Someofcommentsaresickeningworseit'swomen

sayingthat,evenifitwasherboyfriendwena

ungenaphi?Ninesidinastruu"

Ihadtogoanddeleteallmyweddingpicturesand



changedmyrelationshipstatustosingle.Thiswas

insane..

IheardthegirlsgreetingmyFather,heshowedup

atmydoorbeforewalkingtohisbedroom..

Dad:Howareyoufeelingkiddo?

Me:I'mokaythankyou

Dad:Whyaren'tyouwatchingTVwiththeothers?

Me:Ifeelabittired

Henodded..

Dad:Ifyouneedanythingdon'tbescaredtoask

Me:Thankyou

Hewalkedaway.IwentbacktoFacebookandIhad

aninboxfromKelo:

"Iamsosorryforallthenastycommentsthat

peoplearemaking,itpissesmeoffthatthey

jumpedintoconclusionslikethat.Ihateit!Butstay

coolthoughandbeautifulasyouareatalltimes.

Can'tstoplookingatyourprofilepicture,youlook

beautiful.Hetriedbreakingyoubutlookatyou..



LetmenotsoundcreepybutIpromiseyouoneday

Iwillmarryyou.Goodnightbunny"

Iliterallylaughedatthelastline..

KELSO

Thingswereawkwardaroundthedinnertable,it's

notthefirsttime.Thingshavebeenawkwardever

sinceNongceboleft.Wewereleftasabroken

family,afamilythatwasonceveryclose..Ilooked

atmyGrandmother..

Me:Iwasthinking..MaybetheUnclescangoto

Nongcebo'splaceonmybehalfandtalktoher

family

Grams:Whatfor?

Me:Soshecancomebackhome,wemarried

Nessi:HerFacebookdoesn'tsaysoanymore,she

deletedallherweddingpictures,picturesofyouand

changedherstatustosingle



Me:Youseethatbehaviorisunacceptable

Nongceboisstillverymuchmarried

Grams:Areyousorryaboutwhathappened?

Me:IamsorrybutIcannottakealltheblamewhen

Ididn'tknowwhatwashappening.Nongcebo

realizedwhatwashappeningtohersheneversaid

anything,shekeptquietandledmetobelievelies.If

shecamecleanfromthestartwewould'vegotten

help

Nessi:Wow!

Grams:IamnotcallingtheUnclesoversuch

nonsense

Me:Marriedpeoplegothroughtribesand

tribulations,Nongcebocametomebecauseshe

hadnoone.Mademefallinlovewithher,justa

littlemessupshe'sgone.Nowthatshehasagood

family,shedoesn'tneedmeanymore.Ifeelused!

Sheusedme!

Grams:I'mgoingtobed

Shegotupandtookherplate,shewalkedtoher



bedroom..

Nessi:Areyougoingtofixthis?

Me:I'mtrying

Nessi:Tryharder.I'velostmybestfriendbecause

ofwhatyoudid

Me:NongceboandBongekausedthisfamilyfor

theirownselfishreasons.Theycameherewhenlife

showedthemflames,weacceptedthemandloved

them.WhyisBongekaevenangry?Ifuckentook

hertoschoolandpaidupfront15kbeforeshe

decidedthatshewasgoingtopayforherself.They

ungrateful

Nessi:Seeingitfromthatpointofviewit'sreally

wrong,Bongeka'sfatherabusedthemforyearsand

theystayeduntilhemysteriouslydied

Me:Hedidn'tmysteriouslydieNongcebokilledhim.

SpeakingofthatIthinktomorrowmorningImust

visitthefamilyaskhowthatcaseisgoing

SCORPION



IwaitedatthewaitingareaforSethu,Ilookedatthe

timeandI'vebeenwaitingforalmostanhournow.I

keptmyselfbusywithFacebookbusyreadingall

theridiculouscommentsthatweremadeon

Nongcebo'sprofilepicture.There'sthisoneguy

whokeptonbashingeveryonewhocommentedshit.

KeloGxaba.Icheckedhisprofileandhelooked

exactlylikeKelso.CouldbeKelso'slittlebrother,

Nongceboreactedwithaheartonallhisreplies.I

checkedhimoutagainandhedefinitelylookedlike

Kelso..

Sethuwalkedinputtingonherjacketoverherblue

dress..

Her:I'msorryItooklong,mypatientwasbeing

needy

Me:Ibroughtyouyourdinner

Shetookitfromthechair..

Sethu:RiceandchickenstripsfromGalitos,my

favoritethankyoufornotforgetting



Me:YoutextedmeafterItextedyouwhatyou

wantedfordinner

Shesatdown..

Sethu:Menhaveashortmemory,thankyouthough

Me:Youwelcome

Sethu:Ourfirstdateatthehospital

Me:Ohhsothisisadate?

Sheblushed..

Sethu:YouknowwhatImean

Ibrushedhercheek..

Me:Don'tworryIgetyou

Sethu:HowisNongcebo?

Itooktheforkfromher..

Me:Youwilltalktoheronthephone,whenyouwith

meIwantustotalkaboutus

Itookaportionofherfoodandate

Sethu:Ithoughtyouboughtthefoodforme



Me:Wealllivetoshare

Itookanotherportionandfedher..

Me:Notbad

Sethu:Theyverydelicious

Itookthelastportionandsheopenedhermouth,I

turnedtheforkandputitinmymouth.Shelaughed..

Sethu:I'mnolongersharing

Shetooktheforkback..

Me:Ihavetogo

Sethu:Youjustgothere

Me:Ihavesomethingtotakecareof

Sethu:Like?

Itookoutabulletfrommypocketandgaveittoher,

shelookedaround..

Sethu:Youcan'tdothathere

Me:Ilivebythebullet

Sheclosedherhand..



Me:I'llcallyoulater

Igotupandwalkedaway,Istoppedandturned

goingbacktoher.Ileanedoverandkissedher..

Me:Enjoyyournight

Shedidn'tsayanything,Ileft..

NELI

SosincethatwholedramawithKelsoIwentbackto

mylifeofwhoringbecausehestartedgivingmea

coldshoulder.UnfortunatelyIfuckedupandgot

myselfknockedup.Itwasatahouseparty,Iwas

drunkashellandtheguythatwaslaughingand

actingallcosywithme.Fuckedmerepeatedlythat

night,Iwastoodrunktoevenpushhimoffor

anything.What'smoremessedupisthatIfell

pregnant.Itookapregnancytest2daysagoandit

waspositive..Idon'tknowthisfucker,nevermet

himbefore,soIamdefinitelypaintingthisonKelso.

Itookapictureofthepregnancytestandsentitto



him..

IwouldabortbutI'vehadalotofabortionsbefore

thatnowI'mscared.Whatifsomethinggoeswrong,

thelastabortionwasnotgoodatall.PlusI'm

gettingtiredofdoingthisshit,Iwannasettledown.

Kelsoisgood,he'scrazyaboutmeandhehas

money.I'vehitthejackpotwithhim,Ineedthe

money.MoreespeciallysinceIflunkedatschool..

.

Tobecontinued
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WILSONIA



Ipreparedmyselfforthedinnermeeting.Iwason

mylaceg-string,matchingbra,andasilkgownover.

Theywereallredincolour,andIputonared

lipstick.Itiredmyblondehairandlookedatmyself

inthemirror.Ididn'twearanyshoes..Iwalkedover

tomySon'sroom,hewassleeping.Iclosedthe

door.Isatonthecouchwithaglassofwinewaiting

forhim..

Heshowedupatexactly20:00.Iopenedthedoor,

hewasonhisphone..

Me:Youlate

Sole:I'mherenowaren'tI?

Ilethimin..

Me:Thankyouforcoming

Sole:Sowhereishe?

Me:Heissleeping

Sole:Youcouldn'ttextmeandsavedmethetrip?



Me:Hewillwakeupdon'tworry

Helookedatme..

ThelasttimeIrecalledSolelikedhisWomenthick,

andIdidn'tdisappointinthatarea.Evenhiscurrent

girlfriendshe'sabitthick,butdefinitelynotmysize..

Igotclosertohim..

Sole:Wilsonia..

Igrabbedhiscrotchandsqueezedoneofmy

breasts..

Me:Noonehastoknow

IkissedhimonhisneckandIfelthimgettinghard,

that'swhatIwanted.Ihaven'tbeensexualina

while,myrelationshipsarenotreallyworking

currently.Theydon'tlast,somuchthatItooka

breakfromdating..

Itdidn'ttakehimlongtokissme,hegrabbedmy

hairaswefrenchkissedandmysilkgowndropped

tothefloor.Heranhisotherhandonmyphatass

andIsqueezedmyselfagainsthimwithmyhand



stillgrabbingandsqueezinghiscrotch.Heclosed

hiseyesandamoanescapedhislips.Hetightened

hisgriponmyhair,andkissedmeagain..

Itwouldbebettertotakethistomybedroomincase

mySonwakesup,Idon'twanthimrunningintothis

situation..SoIheldhishandandledhimtomy

bedroom..

Allgloveswereoffinthebedroom,Itookoutmyoil,

myvibrator,andapackofcondoms.

Hetookoffmybra,andmyunderwearasI

impatientlyhelpedhimundresstoountilhewasleft

withhisCalvinKleinbriefs.Hisbuldgeindicated

thatMrMandowntherealreadywantedtocome

outandplay.Igotdownonmykneesandtookoff

hisbriefs,Itookhimin.GavehimaBJwhilst

massaginghisballs.HegrabbedmyhairagainasI

wentforadeepthroatgaggingandmysalivaall

overhisdick.Itookitoutandtookabreath,he

literallyslappedmewithitonmyfacebeforeletting

metakingitallinagain.Ilovehowhemoansand

bithislowerliphardIeventhoughtitwasgoingto

startbleeding.Hetightlygrabbedmyhair,withhis



otherhandsqueezingmycheeksandhefuckedme

inmymouthwhilstsoftlymoaning..

Sole:Yeahfuck..Ohyeahfuck..

HecontinuedandIputmyhandsonhisthighsfor

balanceashefuckedmeinmymouthfordearlife,

HepulledoutwhenIhadgaggedenough.Iwiped

mytearsandgavehimahandjob,hewasrock

hard..

HepulledmebymyhairtomyfeetandIwalked

overtothebed.Igotontopofitandspreadoutmy

legs.Itooktheoilandranitonmycoochieashe

stoodthere.Irubbedmyoilyclitgoingalltheway

downtomyhole.ThenItookthevibratorandslidit

inwhilststillrubbingmyclit.Itturnedhimonmore

witnessingmeplayingwithmyself.

Mylegscouldn'tkeepstillasIcontinuedpleasuring

myself.HegavehimselfaroughhandjobasI

continued..

Him:Fuckyoukillingme..



Whenhecouldn'ttakeitanymorehewalkedupto

me,Iremovedthevibratorandputitaside.Hetook

mylegandputitoverhisshoulder.Hewaskneeling

inbetweenmylegswhenIgrabbedthepackof

condoms.Iunwrappedoneandputitonhim.Then

withoutdelayinganyfurtherhemadehiswayin..

Me:Hmmmmm

Hepushedinuntilhewasdeepinside,howI've

missedhisthickrockhardcockdeepinsideofme.

Tightlygrabbingonmylegthatwasoverhis

shoulder,hestartedpumping.Itookthevibrator

andputitonmyclitorisasIenjoyedthemoment..

Hestretchedhisotherhandandstartedplaying

withmytits.Ihavemissedthis,I'vemissedhim

fuckingmelikethis...

KELSO

Iliveduptomypromise,thefollowingmorningI

mademywaytoMakhathini'shouse.Itwasnot

difficultfindinghishousesincehewaswellknown



inhishood..

Ifoundtwowomen,onelookedold.Theotherone

wasn'tthatold..

Theyallowedwelcomedmeinandwesatinthe

livingroom..

Me:Sanibonani(greetings)

Theygreetedback,oneoftheladiesofferedmetea

butIrefused..

Me:Ngiyaxolisaukumanenginifikeleekuseni(I'm

sorryforjustbudginginsoearlyinthemorning)

Theywaitedformetocontinue..

Me:IgamalamiuKelso,umyenikaNongcebo(My

nameisKelso,Nongcebo'shusband)

Theoldlookingwomanwastheonetoanswerfirst..

Her:MimanginguNazuluuAuntykaZulu,lo

uGabisileudadewabo(IamNazulu.Zulu'sAunty

andthat'sGabisilehissister)

Inodded..



Gabisile:Singankuncendangani?(Howcanwehelp

you)

Me:NgiziswaIndabakaNongcebo,kushoukuthi

minanayesaqalaukubonanaeMall.Akaze

wangitshelaukuthiubenesoka(Iamherebecause

ofNongcebo,Imetheratthemallandshenever

toldmethatshewasinarelationshipwithsomeone)

Theyletmecontinue...

Me:Wayifihlaleyondabauntilngamshadakulapho

khonakwaphumaamaqiniso(Shehidthatuntilwe

gotmarried,aftermarryinghershetoldmethetruth)

Nazulu:Awukakashoukuthiuzengani(Youhaven't

saidwhatyouherefor)

Me:KushoukuthiuNongcebouyewang'tshela

ukuthiubulaleuZulu(Nongcebotoldmethatshe

killedhim)

Ithinktheyweren'tpreparedtohearthat..

Me:Kukokonkeengimenzelekonawagcina

wangishiyaumaesetholeumndeniwakhe(Sheleft

mewhenshefoundherfamily)



Gabisile:Useetholeumndeniwakhe?(Nowshehas

foundherfamily)

Me:Yebo..Ngenziweisiphukuphuku,ngadlalwa,

ngashiywa.Wazewangithumelangomfowabo

ophuleimotoyamiwaphulaamawindow

wasekhaya(Yes..Iwasmadeafool,sheplayedme,

andthenleftme.ShesentherBrothertomewho

attackedmeandbrokemywindowstoo)

Gabisile:UkhohlakelelomntwanaUkhohlakele

amncane(She'sevil,she'sevilatayoungage)

Nazulu:Intoengiyicabangayoumbulalileukuthi

azotholayonkeintoyakhe(WhatIthinkisthatshe

killedhimtotakeeverythingofhis)

Me:LihambakanjaniIcala?(Howisthecasegoing)

Gabisile:Sisamile(westillwaiting)

Makhathini'sAuntspatonthefloor..

Nazulu:NgiyafungaloNongcebowenu

ngizomlungisa(IwillsolvethisNongceboIswear)

SANDISIWE



Idon'tknowatwhattimeSolecamehomelastnight,

heleftataround19:00saidhe'sgoingtomeetup

withScorpion.Scorpionwhohappensto

Nongcebo'sBrother..

WhenIwasreadytoleaveforwork,Ireceivedacall

frommyMother.Itookadeepbreathand

answered...

Me:Ma?

Ma:Sandisiwe

Me:Unjani?(howareyou)

Ma:I'mnotgoingtosaymuchtoyoubut,wehaving

afamilymeetingthisSaturday.Youhavetocome

Me:Whatisitabout?

Ma:It'saboutYou

Me:Ohw

Ma:It'sat11am,pleasedon'tdisappoint.Youhave

alreadydisappointedusenough

BeforeIcouldsayanythingshehungup..



NONGCEBO

LindotookBongekaandIoutforshoppingthat

morning.Ineedednewclothes,allmyclothesare

leftatKelso'splace.Idon'twantthemanymoreand

Idon'twannagothere..

Ilookedattheunderwears,Itookthelaceonesand

thebras.Lindolookedatme..

Lindo:Wherearethosegoing?

Me:Iamgoingtowearthem

Lindo:Theylookliketheyforacertainoccasion,

unlessyouwannatellmesomething?

Me:It'sjustunderwears

Lindo:Ihopeso,youhavenobusinessthinking

aboutbeinginarelationshipagain

Me:Relaxthat'sthelastthingonmymind

Lindo:I'mglad..Letmegoandcheckupon

Bongeka



Hekissedmeonmycheekandwalkedaway.

ItextedGertrudemynewnumber,sheinboxedme

lastnightandaskedhowIwasholdingup.Ihave

nobeeforhatefeelingstowardsher.Shewasone

ofthebestpeoplethatIhaveevermetandknown

inmylife..

Ireceivedacall..

Me:Hello

Gert:Iamsoproudofyou

Me:Thankyou

Gert:Sandisiwe'scolumn,yourstoryisintense.Iam

proudofyouforsharingitwitheveryone

Me:Whatareyoutalkingabout?

Gert:Sandisiweiswritingyourstory

Me:What?

Gert:Youdidn'tknow?

Me:No..Notatall

Gert:Wellthat'sstrange



Me:PleaseforwardmehernumbersonwhatsappI

amsoconfused

Gert:I'lldothatnownow,I'msorry.Ithoughtyou

gaveherthegoahead

Me:NoIdidn't

Thiswasnotgood,shecan'tdothat..

.

Tobecontinued
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NONGCEBO

WhatSandisiwedidwascrazy.IwassittingatSpur

waitingforGertrudetomeetupwithme,Lindoand

Bongekaonlyleftwhensheshowedup.Shewas

goingtodrivemebackhome,andLindomadesure

totakeallherdetails.Iunderstandwhyhedidthat,

heliterallydoesn'ttrustanyonearoundmeandhe

hadthisappwherehewouldtrackmyphoneshould

somethinghappen.IfGertrudewasclosetoKelso

thenIwouldn'thavemetupwithher,rightnowI

don'tthinkshewouldhaveanysinisterintentions

towardsme..

Gert:Iamsohappytoseeyou

Me:I'mhappytoseeyou

Shetookatissueandwipedhertears..



Me:Yougoingtomakemecrytoo

Gert:I'mjustrelievedthatyouokay,whenIheard

thatyouwereinandoutofhospitalbecause....I'm

justhappytoseeyousittingacrossmeandlooking

well

Me:I'mhappytooI'mrecoveringverywell,notall

daysaresweetthough.Someotherdaysarebad,

someotherdaysarebetter

Gert:Theroadtorecoveryisnevereasy,one

momentyouokaythenextmomentyoufeellikeyou

can'ttakeitanymore

Me:Thenightmaresstillhauntme,Istillcan'tgeta

goodnightsleepandI'mstrugglingwithanxieties

Gert:Doyouseeatherapist?

Me:Yes..Mynextappointmentshewillbeputting

meonmedication.Shementionedsomethingabout

tetracyclinethatitwillhelpwithmyanxietiesand

alsohelpmetogetagoodnightsleep

Gert:That'sgood...That'sverygood..Haveyou

spokentohim?Kelso?



Ishookmyhead..

Me:Idon'tevenknowwhatI'lldoifIcouldseehim

Gert:Hashetriedcontactingyou?

Me:No..It'smorelikehehasacceptedthatI'm

gone

Sheshookherhead..

Gert:Don'tletyourguarddown.Idon'twanna

stressyounorfreakyououtbut..He'sgoingto

comeforyou.WhenIwasstillwithhisfatherhe

wasveryabusive,Iwantedtowalkawayandhe

knewhowmuchIlovedmykids.Sohedidn'twant

metotakethem,thefirsttimeItriedhefoundme

andalmostkilledme.ThenIleftthem,toldmyself

thatifIcanhavehimbehindbarsthenit'llbeeasier

butthatwasonlythebeginning.Kenendedup

beinginagangandtoldmethatifItakethem,he

willsendthegangtomeandtheywillkillmesoI

leftthemwiththeirGrandmother.Hemadeitclear

hedidn'twantmetohavearelationshipwiththem,

andtogettomeforturninghimin.Heturnedmy

kidsagainstme...YouknowthelasttimeIspoketo



Kelso,IsaidalotofhurtfulthingstohimbecauseI

wantedhimtohatememoresothatwedon'tend

upfixingthingsandbecomingclosebecauseKen

wasgoingtocomeaftermeandmyfamily

Me:Kelsoisoldenoughtomakehisowndecisions

now

Gert:KelsoandIbeingclosewillresultintohim

havingtochoosebetweenmeandKen,hewill

neverchooseme.Hedoesn'tknowme,allheknows

aboutmeisthatIabandonedhimandhissister.

That'sallheknows..

Me:Iwasunitedwithmyfamilynowaftersolong.It

wasthebestthingthathaseverhappenedtome.

Kelsogrewupwithangerandhate,thosearethe

onlyemotionsheknows.Hisloveistoxic,heloves

thewaythatlovewasshowntohim.Hecan't

differentiatebetweentoxicloveandtruelovebefore

metherewasPowerandheruinedhertoo..He

doesn'tknowhowtolovebecausehenever

experiencedlovefromhisparents.Hisfather

soundstoxicandhe'sprobablythereasonwhy

Kelsoislikethis.Hisfathernevershowedhimlove,



hisfathertaughthimtobeabastard

Shenodded...

Me:Youshouldtrytoreachouttohimandtrytofix

things,trustmegrowingupwithoutaParent

thinkingthatyouwereabandonedisthemost

heartbreakingthing,everydayyouquestionyourself

whyyouwerenotgoodenoughforyourmotherto

loveyou.Youblameyourselfeveryday,you

questionandansweryourself

Gert:Iwilltry

Me:Onlyyoucanhelphimbecomeabettermanfor

thenextwoman

Gert:I'mgladyousaidthat,Idon'twantyougoing

backtohim

Me:Iamnevergoingbackthere,hecancomeback

cryingandkissingthegroundbutIwillnevergo

backthere.KelsobrokemeinwaysthatIwasnever

brokenbefore,thingsthathedidtomewere

inhumane.TruthfullyspeakingIdon'tthinkI'llever

beinarelationshipeveragain,Idon'tseeMenthe

samewayagain.Twomenshowedmehell,IfIcan



considerbeinginarelationshipandIgetbroken

againIwillneverrecover.Iwilldie.Kelsobrokeme

foralltheguysoutthere,rightnowI'mfocusingon

gettingbetterfixingthepiecesofmybrokenmental

state.IwannabementallyreadywhenIgoto

varsity,Iwannarebuildmyconfidenceagain,learn

tolovemyselfmore.Selfloveisimportant,once

youloveyourselfyouwillknowyourworthand

neverallowyourselftobetreatedlessthanwhat

youdeserve.Iwasintwobrokenrelationships

becauseIwassearchingforsomethingthatInever

experienced.LovefrommyfamilyandinturnI

searchesforitinthewrongplaces.NowIhavea

familyandforaslongastheystillhereIwanna

workonmyself

Shestretchedoutherhandandheldmine..

Gert:Haveyouthoughtaboutbeingasocialworker?

Ithinkyouwillenjoyit

Me:Ireallydon'tknowwhatIwanttostudy

Gert:Researchaboutcareerswhereyouhelp

peoplelikebeingahealthworkerIthinkyouwilldo



good.Abrokenheart,healingotherbrokenhearts

Me:I'lldothat

Gert:I'llalsotryandseewhereyoucanapply,next

yearyoumustgobacktoschool

Me:That'sthewholeplan

Gert:I'mveryproudofyou

Me:Thankyou

SOLE

WhatIloveaboutWilsoniaisthatshewillnevertell

Sandisiwewhatwedidlastnight.Sheunderstands

meverywellandifshewantsmyattention,shewill

getitinthemostmessedupway.Likethe

chocolatesituation,sheknewthatIwastheonly

onewhowasgoingtounderstandthemessage.I

doubtthatsheposinedthem,shewantedmeto

thinkthatshedid.Istilldon'tunderstandwhywe

neverworkedout,sheiscrazyinherownwayandif

wegaveitachancewecould'vemadeakiller



couple..

Lastnightwasthebestsexofmylife,Istilldon't

knowhowshemanagestomakeonekeepon

beggingformore.She'sverygoodinbed,we

considereachother'sfantisiesandwemakesure

wesatisfyeachotherverywell.Unfortunatelymy

SonwasasleepwhenIfelt,Idon'teventhinkthat

wasaboutmeetingmyson,Ithinkshewanteda

fuck.Speakingofthedevilshesentmeawhatsapp

videoofherselflayingonthetablewithherlegs

wideopenandmastubating.Sheworkedthat

vibratorinhermouthbeforebuyingitdeepinside

herwethole.Lookingatthatturnedmeon,itturned

meonsobadthatmydickwasscreamingfor

mercyinsidemysweatpants.Ifeltlikehavingher

rightnow,IwantedhersobadIfoundmyself

jerkingofftoherphatjuicypinkwellshavedpussy..

Thatwasdrippingwetwithherwetness...

SIPHOSETHU(THENURSE)



Thedoorbellkeptonringing..

Me:I'mcoming

Itiedmyrobe...

Me:I'mcoming!

IwenttoopenanditwasLindokuhke.Ithoughthe

wasplayingwhenhecalledandaskedmeformy

address,didn'tthinkhewasactuallygoingtoshow

upatmydoorstep..

Me:Youactuallycame

HewalkedinandIclosedthedoor,Ihadjusttaken

abathandIwaspreparingtogotosleep.Iwas

tiredfrommynightshiftandI'mgratefulthatfrom

tomorrowI'moffforthenext7days...

Withoutsayinganythinghepinnedmeagainstthe

door..

Heleanedoverandspokerightclosetomylipswith

hiskneeinbetweenmylegs..

Him:Let'sunderstandeachother.IwantyouandI



thinkyouwantme,soIamnotgoingtoplaycatand

mousewithyou.Weadultsandweknowverywell

wherethisisgoingtolead,let'scutthecrapand

saveourselves5datesbeforeweactuallymakeout.

What'sgoingtohappennowI'mgoingtofuckyou

Heforcedhisfingerinsidemymouth..

Him:I'mgoingtofuckyousohardIwannahearyou

screamalittlewhenyoupeeinthetoilet,Iwantyou

towakeuptomorrowmorningtiredandinpainthen

gotothepharmacytogetsomethingforthepain.

It'sgoingtoburnsobadthatyouwillneverthink

thatyouwillhavesexagainwhilstwebothknow

thatyouwillbecallingmeendless

Hemovedhisfingerfrommymouthalltheway

downtomyneck,thenmychest..

Him:I'mgoingtoeatyourpussythatIwannataste

yoursaltycum,Iwannaeatyourpussyoutinaway

thatyouhaveneverexperiencedbefore

Heuntiedmyrobe..

Him:Thentherelationshipwould'vestarted..Iwill

alwaysbeheretofuckyouuntilyoucometomy



houseandbringthatpussyofyours.Iunderstand

sinceyouaNurseyouknowalotabouthealthmore

thananyoneelseandIwon'tfuckyouwitha

condomandIhopeyouwilldecideonyourownif

youwannapreventfromhereonorwegoingtohave

alotofminiMe'sandyourunningaroundthehouse.

IfyoupositivethenohwwellI'mascorpion,taking

risksismymiddlename

Hepickedmeupandputmeonthecounter,thenhe

tookoffmyrobeandputmylegsonhisshoulders.I

putmyhandsonthecounterandlaidback.His

toungecameincontactwithmypussy.Hemoved

hishandandpartedmypussylipswithhisfingers

thenhestartedworkingmewithoutmesaying

anything.Hemovedhishandstomybuttand

pickedmeup,hewassostrongtoactuallyholdmy

weight.Hemovedtothedoorandpinnedme

againstitwithmyhandsonhisheadandmylegs

overhisshoulders.Hishandswerestillholdingon

tightlytomybutt...

BANZA



Myfatherdidtheunthinkable.SincetheSenior

pastorwentonvacationhewastheonerelieving

himofhisduties..

Iamnottheonetobashonchurchesbutmy

father'schurchisshit.Theseniorpastordoes

nothingbuttakeofferingsandtithethengoon

expensiveholidays,buyanexpensivecar,provide

forhisfamilyandbuyhimselfexpensivesuits.The

congregationissoblinded,theycan'tseethrough

hisfakeness.Theyliterallybuyblessingsand

miraclesfrompeoplethatarepaidtogiveoutfalse

testimonies.Thechurchhasabout300members

nowandtheyalsohaveanotherbranchinNorth

west,theylookingtoopenmorebranches..

Myfathersincehe'snotworkinghegetsanincome

of8-10kamonthjustforbeingajuniorpastor,last

monthwashisfirsttimegettinghisincomeandthe

PastorgavehimhisoldMercedesbenz.Sincemy

motherisnotfeelingwell,Dadhasmovedinsome



womanfromchurchwhowillbedoingallthe

cleaning,cooking,andwashingmyDad'sclothes.

Literallyattendingtomyfather'sneeds.Sheisway

youngerthanmyMother.Ithinksheisinhislate

20sandmhfatheris55.Herfamilyhasapproved

forhertostaywithusandsodidthechurch.Thisis

notgoingtoendwellformyMother,Icanalready

seeit..

.

Tobecontinued

Noedits
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SANDISIWE

Solefetchedmelateronduringthedayfromwork

andtookmeoutforlunch.Iappreciatedhimdoing

thatseeingthatwedon'tspendmuchtimetogether

latelybecauseweverybusypeople.I'mbusyat

workwhenIgethomeI'montheMacBooktyping



chaptersformystoriesandhegoesabouthis

business..

Heopenedthechairforme..

Me:Mythankyou..

Hekissedmeonmyneckwhilstrubbingmy

tummy..

Sole:Youwelcome

Hewentandsatdownacrossme,wewerealready

giventheMenusatthedoorandourwaitersaidhe

willattendtouswhenwereadytoordersomething..

Me:Thisisgoodseeingthatwealwaysbusy

Sole:Ourschedulesclashthat'swhyIthoughtit

wouldbebetterifyouknowquityourjobthenwe

wouldspendmuchtimetogether

Me:Youwish

Sole:Whosaidwishescan'tcometrue?ImeanI'm

homeduringthedayandyounot.Whenyoucome

backyoualwaysfocusedonyourwritingthenat

nightIhavetodashoutwhenIcomebackyou

alreadysleepingwedon'tgetmuchactionlately



Whathewassayingwastruebutthere'snowayI'm

givingupmyjobtotostayathome.

Me:MyMothercalledtheyhavingameetingthis

comingweekend,Ihavetoattendit

Sole:Areyousureit'sagoodidea?Idon'twant

themstressingyouandthebabyout

Me:Ithinkyoushouldcomesowecansetthe

recordstraight

Sole:Ireallydon'twannaimposeIthinkyoushould

goaloneandherewhattheysay.Yourfathermight

viewitasdisrespectifIshowupathishouse

uninvited

Me:That'struethough

Thewaitercametogetourorders..

NONGCEBO

Gertrudedrovemebackhomeafterourmeeting,I

reallyhadagreattimewithherasalways.Awave



ofsadnessvisitedmeasIwasfittingmyclothes.

Lookingatmybodyinthemirrorwasnotexciting.

Mynipplewasbadlyinjuredthattheyhadtocutit

offandtheystitchedme,allthosemarkslookedlike

myskinwasburnt.Iwastwotoned,theywere

brownanddidn'tlookwellwithmylightskin.I

probablywillneverbeabletowearabikinifrom

hereonnorat-shirtthat'srevealing.Hemarkedme,

andthesescarswillalwaysremindmeofthe

traumathatIsufferedathishands.Ievendated

backtoeverythingthathappened,howhebitmy

nipplesenseless,howhepoureddetoland

domestoesthenscrubbedmybody.Howheleftme

bleedingontheflooranddidn'tevencare,howhe

chainedmelikeananimal.Myneckstillhasthe

marks.IranmyhandonmyneckasIpicturedhim

stranglingmewiththatchain.Igrabbedmyskin

hopingthatitwouldpeeloffsoIdon'tgettosee

thispartofmyselfeveryday.Itookthelampthat

wasbythedoorandhitthemirrorwhilstscreaming..

Me:Ihateyou!!!Ihateyou!!!

Whydidhehavetodothistome?Whydidithaveto



beme??

Me:IHATEYOU!!!!!!!!!!

ThedooropenedandSlimadeherwayin...

Sli:Nongcebo

Me:Ihatehim!!(crying)

Idroppedwhatwasleftofthelampandsankdown

tothefloor..

Slikneltdownnexttomeandhuggedme..

Sli:It'sokay...It'sokay..

SIPHOSETHU(THENURSE)

Lindowasn'tlyingwhenhesaidhewasgoingto

fuckme.Thiswasmyfirsttimeexperiencingrough

sexandI'vealwaysvieweditfromabad

perspectivebuthemadeitenjoyablesomehow.I

don'tknowhowbutitwasgood,itwasverygood..



Hehadalltheenergyinvestedinhimfromhismale

hormonetocarryoutthissessiontothebestofhis

abilities.AfterthefirstroundItoldmyselfthat

maybewewillrest,yeswedidforacoupleof

minutesthenwentagain,andagain.Westarted

fromthekitchen,totheloungeandendedinthe

bedroom.Mypussywasscreamingfireandatthe

sametimeitwantedmoreofhim.Iwastakenby

thetattooofascorpiononhisrightbreast,another

oneonhisshoulderandhisbellybutton.Theone

onhisrightbreast,underneathitwasthenumber

"28".Don'tknowwhatitmeantbutifhetattooedit

thenitmeanssomethingtohim..Mylegswere

lockinghimtightlydeepinsideofme,thisroundI

thoughthewasgoingtopassout.Hekepton

bringingmebackwithakissbutIwasdone,Iwas

deadtiredandIwantedtorest..Mywishwas

realizedandhecameinsideofme,ifhedraggedit

anylongerIwasn'tevengoingtohaveavoiceleft..

Bothhishandsbrushedmyhairbackashewasstill

insideofme.Hegavemeonelastkissandgotoff

me..



Him:Comehere

WithwhateverstrengthIhadinme,Igotontopof

himthenhewrappedhisarmsaroundmegently

squeezingandbrushingmyassasIpassedout

ontopofhim..

KELSO

Powerhasn'tbroughtmySonathomeinaverylong

time.NomatterhowmuchIcalledhersheignored

mycalls,soIdecidedtostopbyatherplace..

Shestoodatthedoorandfoldedherarms..

Power:MayIhelpyou?

Shegavemealltheattitudethatshecoulddrawup..

Me:IamheretoseemySon

Power:Ohwshame,younolongerhaveaSon

Me:PowerIdon'thavetimeforyourgamesIwant

toseemySon!



Power:Youdon'thaveaSonKelso,Hakeemakana

BabauzihleleleuBoyzawami(Hakeemdoesn'thave

afather)

Iputmyhandaroundherneckandpushedherback

insidethehouse..

Power:Maa!!

Shetriedtohitmyhandoff..

Me:WhereismySon?

HerMothershowedupfromthelivingroomholding

aMachete..

Her:Hither..OhhpleasehitherandseewhatIam

madeoff

Iremovedmyhandfromher,shepointedthe

Macheteatme..

Her:Youarenotwelcomedhere..Leave!

ShetookafewstepstowardsmeandImovedback..

Her:Ayiye!!!(Leave)

Sheliterallychasedmeoutofherhousewiththe

Macheteallthewaytothegate,thatItrippedand



fell..Shepickedupthestonesthatwerelaying

aroundandthrewthematme..

Her:Ungaphindeubekeinyawolakhola(don'tever

satyourfoothere)

GAVENORKHUMALO

Ilookedathim,helookedlikehewasreadytopass

out.Hishandsweretiedallthewayuptotheceiling.

Hewasnaked,wetandbleeding.Hehadmarks

fromenduringbeingwhoopedwithacable.Hisleft

eyewasshut.

Hecouldn'tevendependonhislegstobalancehim,

theybetrayedhimbygettingtiredandgoingallsoft

onhim.Hehasbeeninthispositionsincefrom6am

thismorning.

Hewasinsolitaryconfinement..

Me:YoubringingdrugsintomyprisonKen?

Hewasalsobleedingthroughhismouth,withhis

lowerlipsplit..



Itookthechairandsatdown..

Me:YouarerunningadrugsyndicateinmyPrison?

Isawhimpissingonhimself...

Ihadhimframed,oneoftheguardsplanted

cocaineunderhispillow.We"found"itafterdoinga

randomsearchyesterday.Hewillbehereforthe

nextfewweeks,Iwanthimtorturedeveryday.This

isthemanwhoseSontorturedandbrokemy

Daughter..

Iwasn'tplayingwhenIsaidIwascomingforthem...

BANZA

Thelady'snameisNomzamo.Shewastakingdown

thelaundryfromthewashinglineasIwalkedinto

theyard.Shewaswearingaskirt,ashirt,flatshoes

andadoek.

Her:"Halephirimile

Onneaboroko,



Kelalakemotshepile,

Ntateyalerato"

Me:Hi

Nom:SawubonaBanele

Ipassedherandmademywayintothehouse.It

wasclean,cleanerthanhowmyMothercleansit.I

mademywaytotheloungewheremyMotherwas

watchingTV.

Me:Unjani?(howareyou)

Ma:Ngiyaphilaunjani?(I'mwellhowareyou)

Me:Ngiyaphila(I'mwell)

IgavethertheR300

Ma:Ngiyabonga(Thankyou)

Shecalledmeandaskedmeformoneysothatshe

couldbuytoiletries.Dadismakingmoneynow,why

isn'thebuyinghiswifetoiletries?

Me:Willyoubeabletogotothemall?

Ma:Ngizozama(Iwilltry)



Me:Ifyoucan't,letmeknowI'lldriveyou

Ma:HaiI'lltakeataxidon'tworry

IgaveheranotherR50forthetaxifare..

Me:Ihavetogobacktowork

Ma:Ngiyabonga(Thankyou)

Ihavedecidedtostayoutofherbusiness,she

doesn'twannalistentomesothebestwayisto

justletherbe..Shewillprobablycomebacktoher

sensesonherown...

.

Tobecontinued

Thisinsertwassponsoredby"Ntokozo"she's

askingforyouguystofollowheronInstagram.Her

handleis"@nguntokozoh_katshana"

Pleasefollowher
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KELSO

LateronjustasIwaspreparingtogoandmeetup

withStallionandCosaNastro,Ihadanunusual

visitor.ItwasGertrude.Iletherin

Me:I'mnotinthemoodGertrudewhatdoyouwant?

Shewasholdingaboxwithher..

Gert:GoodeveningKelso

Me:Whatdoyouwant?

Gert:Iknowthatthelasttimewespoke,things

didn'tgoverywell

Me:CanIhelpyouwithsomething?

Gert:Iwantyoutohearmysideofthestory

Shesatdownonthecouch..

Gert:Idon'tblameyouforhatingme,butthere's

moretothestorythanwhatyouknow

Isatonthearmrestofthecouch..

Gert:Yourfatherabusedme



Ichuckled..

Shestoodupandtookoffhert-shirt,shethrewiton

thecouchandturnedaround..

Gert:I'vebeenlivingwiththesescarsforyears

Shewentbackandsatdown..

Gert:Kenisnotwhoyouthinkheis

Igavehermyattention..

Gert:WhenIhadenoughoftheabuse,Iwalked

awaywithyouandTakiebutunfortunatelyhefound

meandbroughtmeback.Hebeatmesenseless,

toldmeifIthoughtofrunningawayagain.He's

goingtokillme.IdecidedthatifIcouldturnhimin

thenIwouldberidofhimanditwouldbeeasierto

takemykids.Iturnedhiminbutunfortunatelyit

wasn'tlonguntilhesenthispeople,toldmehe

wouldkillmeifItakeyouandTakiewith.ThenIhad

toleaveyouguysbehindwithyourGrandmother.I

keptmydistanceforalltheseyearsbecauseIdidn't

wanttogoagainsthim,hedidn'twantmeanywhere

youorTakie.ThatdayatthePolicestationIpushed

youawaymorefurtherbecausetherewasnever



goingtobearelationshipbetweenus,Kenwould

neverallowit..Iamsurethatwhenyougoto

Takie'sgraveyoufindaflower,Ialwaysvisither

gravetoputaflowerandapologize.IwishI

could'vefoughtforyouguystothegrave.Theseare

thelettersheusedtosendmefromjail,ifyoudon't

believemeIwantyoutoreadthemandseehimfor

whohetrulyis

Shegotupfromthecouchandworehert-shirt..

Gert:Ifyouwannatalkyouknowwheretofindme...

IloveyouKelso,youaremySon.IfIdidn'tloveyou,

Iwould'veabortedyou.Ihopeyouwillforgiveme.

I'mtrulysorry

NONGCEBO

Lindoknockedonceatthedoorandhemadehis

wayin...Hewalkeduptomybedandsatnextto

me..

Lindo:Heardyouhadanemotionalmomentearlier



on

Me:I'mfinenow

Lindo:Whathappened?

Me:Nothingreally...Justoneofthosedays

Lindo:Youknowyoucancallmeanytimewhenyou

notokay

Me:Iknow

Lindo:Whatisitthatyouwant?IfyoucansayIcan

putabulletonhimI'dbehappytoo,justsayso

Me:Asmuchasthatsoundstemptingbut...Evenif

hedies,it'snotgoingtomakeanydifferencetome.

Thedamageisalreadydone

Lindo:DoyouknowwhyI'mkeepinghimalive?

Me:Why?

Lindo:Iwanthimtowitnessyougettingbetter.Best

revengeyoucanhaveonsomeonewhobrokeyou,

islivingyourbestlifewhenhethinksthatyouwon't

beabletomakeitwithouthim

Me:I'mtryingbutit'sdifficult...Ididn'tknowthat



healingcanbethisdifficult

Lindo:Healingtakestime...Youjusthavetobe

patientandconcentrateonsomethingpositive,

somethingthatmakessensetoyourightnow

Me:IwastalkingtoGertaboutgoingtoschoolnext

year,actuallythat'sthecurrentpositivethingthat

I'mlookingforwardtoorightnow

Lindo:That'sgood..Whatdoyouwannastudy?

Me:IwasreadingaboutSocialwork,itsounds

interesting

Lindo:Thenwewillmakeithappen,justgivemea

listofvarsitiesthatyoupreferandI'lllookintoit

howaboutthat?

Hesqueezedmycheek..

Me:I'dlikethatalot

Hepulledmecloserandgavemeatighthug.

Lindo:Iloveyousomuchneverforgetthat

Me:Iloveyoutoo

Lindo:Tryandgetsomesleep



Me:Okay

Lindo:Alullaby?

Me:NoI'mokay

Lindo:"Iknowthisgirl

She'smybabySis

Andit'spastherbed

T-I-M-E

Shegoestosleep

Andshecanjustdream,andnothavetobestuckin

thishousewithme.."(singing)

Me:Areyouserious?

Lindo:Justcloseyoureyes

Iclosedmyeyesagainashecontinuedsinging..

SIPHOSETHU(NURSE)

IwokeupfrommypeacefulrestandLindowas



gone.Thoughhedidn'tevensayanything,butwhen

Iwalkedtothekitchen.Hehadcooked,literally

cooked.Therewasabulletonthekitchencounter

withanote.

Ireadthenote:

"Ifyoustopgettingoneofthose,thenbevery

worried.Ilivebyabullet,andeverybulletsentto

youeverydaywillguaranteeyouthatI'mokay.Ifa

weekpassesbywithoutyougettingabullet,know

thatIdiedbyabullet"

Normalguyswillleaveyouarose,aboxof

chocolatesorsomething.Notabullet,butitwas

sweetthough.HeisdifferentandIlikethat,does

thingsinhisownway..

MANTO

Igavehimtheplate..

Banza:Thankyou

IworkatCapitecBankasaconsultant.Ididn'tgo



foracarrightaway,Idecidedtofixmy

Grandmother'shousefirst.WhenIwasdonewith

thatpart,Iboumyselfa3roomhouseatsome

location.ThenafterIgotacar.Thepreviousowner

ofthehouseallowedmetopayininstallmentsfor6

months,whenIwasdonepayingforthehouseIgot

myselfacar.Ihavetwolittlesisters,wewereall

raisedbymyGrandmotherafterthedeathofour

mother.Myfatherisinthepicturebutheismarried

andwedokeepincontacteverynowandthen..

BanzaandIweinarelationshipbutwehaven't

slepttogetherasyet.Myancestorshaveapproved

ofhimyes,buthemustdorightbymeandthem.

Hehastopaylobolafirstformyancestorstofully

accepthimandalsosothathecanintroducemeto

hisancestors.Myancestorsaren'ttheonestotoy

with,theyveryprotectiveoverme.Hecan'teven

spendanighthere.That'showseriousthesituation

is.CallmeoldfashionedyoungasIambutIprefer

itthatway,Ipreferthingsdoneaccordingly.He

can'teventakemetohishouse,notuntilheisready



topaylobolathenhecantakemeandintroduceme

tohisfamily.Thisisatest,atestI'mvouchingfor

himtopass..

Hejustvisitsmeandleaveslateron..

KELSO

BythetimethatIwasonthe3rdletter,tears

streameddown.Imisjudgedher...

Thelettersweren'tfakeatall,Iknowmyfather's

handwritingverywell.Sothisbastardisthereason

whymymotherabandonedus,he'sthereasonwhy

Takiedecidedtoturntodrugs.Thingsthathewas

sayingontheletterswerebrutal,whichmademe

realizethatthisisthesameshitI'vedoneto

Nongcebo.Iammyfather'sSon..

SpeakingofTakieItookmyphoneandcalledoff

thehitonmystepsister,Ialmostpunishedan

innocentchild,robbedawomanofherdaughter

becauseofmyfather'ssins.I'llneverforgivehim....



GAVENORKHUMALO

ItookmyjacketwhenIheardaknockatthedoor..

Me:Comein

Warden:Sirsorrytodisturbyou

Me:Iwasgoinghome,whatisit?

Warden:KenSir..Heisdead

Ilookedathim..

Me:Whatdoyoumeanheisdead?

Warden:Wecarriedoutthatlastpunishmentasyou

said,weelectrocutedhimandthatwasit

Me:Thatbastard!Whataneasywayout

Iputonmyjacket...

Me:Ohwwell...That'ssadformebecauseIwanted

himtowitnesswhenIgoafterhisSon,Iguesshe

willwitnessfromhell

Warden:YesSir



Me:Iwillpersonallydeliverthenewstomorrowto

hisfamily,justmakesurethatheisdeaddeaddead

Warden:YesSir

Hewalkedout..

Me:Whatashame

.

Tobecontinued
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SANDISIWE

Nongcebotextedmethatshewantustomeet,I

textedherbackandtoldherthetime.

Iwasn'tfeelingwelltoday,soIskippedoutonwork.

Solewasnotaround,saidthere'safewthingsthat

hewantstogooutandfix.SomycousinTakie

camearound,it'sbeenaminutesinceIlastsawher.

Shewasoutofthecountry...



Takie:Hereyougo

Me:Thankyou

Itookthebowloftomatosoupfromher..

Takie:Soyousayingyouhavemethim?

Me:YesKelsoisSole'sbestfriendoratleastwas

Takie:IcheckedhimonFacebook,heishot

Me:Auntyhasgoodgenes

Takie:HelookslikeKeloyesbuthe'smorehotter

thanbrotherofmine

Me:Soyounotupset?ThatAuntydidn'ttellyou

abouthim?

Takie:Notreally...Iwouldliketogettoknowhim,

shegavemehisnumberjustscaredtocontacthim

Me:Yenahe'shardheadednolie

Takie:SoIheard

Me:Heisreallymessedup

Takie:Idon'tcarehe'smyBrotherIreallywantto

gettoknowhim



Me:Wellthencontacthimandsee

Takie:I'lltry

NONGCEBO

ThismorningIwashavingasessionwithmy

psychologist.Hewasstartingmeonmedication,

especiallyafterItoldhimaboutyesterday'sincident

ofmebashingmymirror.Themedicationsheput

meonwasknownas"setraline".Antidepressants

thatwillhelpmanagemyPTSDandAnxiety.She

alsoaddedmoresessions,I'llbeseeinghimatleast

4timesaweeksoheanseehowI'llberesponding

tothemedication...

HeisIndian,DrKhatri..Weweretalkingaboutme

andtheconversationmovedfromwhatwewere

talkingabout,totalkingaboutbollywoodmovies.I

usedtolovethosemovies,wouldbetheonlythingI

watchwhenIwasstilllivingwithMakhathini.Don't

evengetmestartedontheirSeries..



Him:Ineverknewyouwereabigfan

Me:OomShantiOomwasmyfavoritemovie

Him:Iusedtolikeit

Me:AndmyfavoriteserieswasSaathSaath

Heis60yearsoldandhasbeenapsychologistfor

yearsnow.Hecomesoffhighlyrecommended..

Him:Youmentionedsomethingaboutyourfriend

writingaboutwhathappenedtoyou

Me:That'strue

Him:Haveyoureadthecolumn?

Me:Notyet

Him:Why?

Me:Idon'twannavisitthatpast

Him:Areyouscared?

Me:Idon'twannaberemindedonwhathappened,I

don'twannavisitthosememories

KELSO



ThismorningwewerevisitedbyGavenorKhumalo,

hehadcometotellusthatmyfatherpassedon

yesterday.TheyfoundhiminSolitaryconfinement

dead,noexplanation,nonothing.Hejustdied..

Grams:Howdoessomeonejustdieinsolitary

confinement?

Him:Ithappensalot,mostinmatescommitsuicide

therebecausetheyleftalonewiththeirthoughtsfor

averylongtime

Hekepthiseyesonme,itwasn'taprettylook..

Grams:MySonwouldnevercommitsuicide,Ken

hasbeeninjailforalongtime..Hewouldn'tkill

himselfnow

Him:I'msorry..Ireallydon'tknowwhattotellyou

Grams:Excuseme

Shegotupandlefttheroom..

(Silence)

Him:Ithoughtyouwouldbedistraught



Me:Peopledieeveryday,IknewthatmyFatherwas

eventuallygoingtodietoo.ItwasquickerthanI

anticipatedandwaytooeasy.Hewasnotaman

whowasweak

Him:DoyouknowwhoIam?

Me:YouintroducedyourselfasGavenorKhumalo

Him:IamNongcebo'sFather

Ilookedathim..

Him:PleasetakeagoodlookatmebecauseIam

themanwhoisresponsibleforyourfather'sdeath,

themanwhoalmostruinedmySon'slife.NowIam

goingtoruintheboywhoruinedmyDaughter'slife

Me:Iamnotgoingtochangehowyoufeel,andno

amountofsorrywillundowhatIdidtoyour

Daughter.Iwishfornothingbuttogobackintime

anddothingsdifferently,butIcan't.FromhereonI

promiseyouthatIwillnevertouchyourDaughter

norgoanywhereclosetoher,butamanlikeyou.I

canseethatyoudon'tletthingsslideeasily.Your

Daughterisanamazingperson,she'sthebest

womanthatIhavemetinmywholeentirelife.I



wishIhadtreatedherbetter,andIamdeeplysorry

foreverythingthatIhavedonetoher.Butthat'snot

enoughforyou,Ifmakingmylifedifficultwillbe

satisfyingtoyouthenIshallnotstopyou.Weall

havetopayforoursinsonewayoranother.

Istoodup..

Me:ThankyouforlettingusknowaboutmyFather,

haveagooddaySir

Iwalkedout...

SOLE

Ilookedathim..

Ibentdowntohislevel,helookedexactlylikeme..

Me:Hi

Him:Hi

Me:DoyouknowwhoIam?

Henodded..



Me:WhoamI?

Helookedathismother,Wilsonianodded..

Him:Daddy

Me:Whathaveyouheard?

Heshruggedhisshoulders..

Me:YourMomhasaskedmetotakeyouto

preschooltoday,doyouallow?

Hedidn'tsayanything..

Wilsonia:Bokkie

Henodded..

Me:Thankyouforallowingmetotakeyouto

preschool,doyouwannagogetyourbackpack?

Him:Okay

Hewalkedtohisroomtogethisbackpack..

Wilsonia:Heisaveryreservedchild,justlikeyou

Igotup..

Wilsonia:Hedoesn'tsaymuchunlessit'srequired

ofhimtosa-



Iturnedaroundandkissedher..

Wilsonia:Wowthatwasanunexpectedturnof

events

Me:Iwouldliketogettoknowhim,spendmore

timewithhim

Wilsonia:It'sFridaysoyoucanhavehimforthe

weekend,canItrustherwithmySon?

Me:Sandisiweisagoodwoman,shewouldnever

mistreathim

Wilsonia:Ihopeso..PlusI'mgoingtospendthe

weekendwithmygirlssoIwilltelltheNannynotto

comeanymore

Ikissedheragain..

Me:Thankyou

Willsonia:Justbehereat16:00togethim

Me:Iwill..Ipromise

BANZA



Iwasrunningabitlatetoday,myfatherhadcalleda

meeting.Wewereallsittinginthelivingroom

waitingforhimtotalk..

Dad:Iwon'tbelong,I'llgetstraighttothepoint

Ilookedatthetime..

Dad:Ihavedecidedonadivorce

Thatwasunexpected..

Dad:IwillbemarryingNomzamo

Me:Excusemewhat?

Dad:Ihaven'tbeenhappyinthismarriagefora

whilenow,Ithinkitwasquiteobvious

Me:Whatdidthechurchsayaboutthis?

Dad:Theeldershaveapproved.Moreespecially

becauseIcannothaveawifewhoiscaughtupin

ancestorsthat'snotgoodforthechurchimage,we

don'tstandforthat.Yourmotherhasbeensick,she

can'tevenattendtosimpledutieslikecleaningand

cooking.Afteryoushewasnolongerableto



conceiveanymore,she'salwayssicktoevenshow

upatchurch.IamajuniorpastornowIneedmy

wifewithmeatalltimes.Sowiththatbeingsaid

Nomzamowillmoveintothemainbedroom,I'm

onlygivingyoutwoafewdaystofindaplaceand

leavemyhouse

Me:AmIhearingyouright?Youputtingyourfamily

outonthestreets?

Dad:YouoldBanza,youshould'velongmovedout.

Yourpeershavegoodjobs,theymarried,theyhave

houses.Youhavebeenstuckasataxidriverfor

years..Thiscursefromyourmother'sfamilyis

deeperthanIthought,sopleaseIdon'twanttobea

partofitanymore...Iwantbothofyoutoleavemy

house

HelookedatNomzamo..

Dad:Let'sgotothemall,Iwanttobuyyounew

clothesandeverythingelsethatyouneed

.

Tobecontinued



ThisinsertwassponsoredbyTreasure,she's

askingyouBelovedtovisitherstorieson

Visionarywritingsandalsoincreaseherviews.Let's

seehowmanyviewswecanscoreherwhichwill

unlockabonusinsertlater..

Link:

https://visionarywritings.com/author/3906?fbclid=I

wAR2BhpCIwmV9vOsMNd4myzxYIlKy_t9N3QQunk

hBCcqp5RONxuoWec4x1LY

[08/24,13:37] :93

SANDISIWE

Nongcebostoppedbyatmyplace,mycousinwas

alreadygone.Shewasaccompaniedbythisgood

lookinggentleman..

Nongcebo:ThisismyBrotherLindobuttheycall

himScorpion

Me:OhwsothisisScorpion



Heraiseduphiseyebrow...

Me:I'veheardalotaboutyou,fromSole

Him:Ohwitmakessense

Me:Nicetofinallymeetthemanwhokeepsmy

boyfriendawayfromhomemostnights

HelookedatNongcebo...

Scorpion:Thisisstartingtogetawkwardforme,

you'llcallmewhenyoudoneI'llcomeandgetyou

Nongcebo:Okay

Hearchedherbackandplantedkissesonher

cheek..

Nongcebo:Ohhmy!!ThisiswhyIwantedtotakean

Uber

Scorpion:YeahIloveyoutoobunny

Heturnedtome..

Scorpion:Itwasnicemeetingyou

Hetookmyhandandkissedit,Igotgoosebumps..

Me:Likewise



Heturnedandwalkeduptothedoorslightly

pushingNongcebooutoftheway..

Nongcebo:Youaresochildish

Scorpion:Youarestandingintheway

Nongcebo:ByeScorpion

Hegaveheraseriouslook..

Nongcebo:ByeLindo

Hewalkedoutandclosedthedoor,Ilookedather..

Nongcebo:Don'tstart

Me:YourBrotherisverycharming

Nongcebo:Youhavesomeseriousexplainingtodo

Missy

Wewalkedintothelounge..

Nongcebo:SoIheardthatyouwritingaboutmeon

yourcolumn

Wesatdown..

Me:IthoughtthatIcouldshareyourstorytohelp

otherwomenouttherewhoareinyourshoes



Nongcebo:It'snotaboutyouwritingaboutme,it's

thefactthatyoudidn'ttalktomefirst

Me:Ideeplyapologizeforthathencerealnames

werenotmentioned.YoustillrightthoughI

should'veaskedfirst,I'msorry

Nongcebo:Sonowweeven,Itakeityouwere

renvengingonmeforansweringyourphone

Ilaughed..

Me:Ievenforgotaboutthat...Youlookgood

Nongcebo:I'mgettingthere

Me:I'mtrulysorryaboutwhathappenedtoyou,no

womandeservestogothroughthat

Nongcebo:It'slifelikewhatcanwesay

Me:Verytrue,weshouldplanagirl'stripImissyou

Nongcebo:Weshouldsometime

KELSO



Idon'tknowwhathappenedbutIfoundmyself

walkingintoGertrude'soffice..

Assistant:MrsGxabayourSonisheretoseeyou

Shelookedatme..

Gert:Okaythankyou

Assistant:ShouldIbringyouguyscoffee?

Gert:Noit'sfine..Thankyou

TheAssistantwalkedout,Gertrudelookedatmefor

afewseconds..

Gert:Whatswrong?

Me:Kenisdead

Shegotupfromherchair..

Gert:Whathappened?

Me:Hediedinsolitaryconfinmemt

Gert:I...Kenisdead

Isatdown..

Me:BastarddiedbeforeIcouldevenconfronthim



Gert:Youreadtheletters?

Me:Yes

Shealsosatdown..

Me:I'msorryyouwentthroughallthat

Gert:I'mjustgladeverythingisoutintheopen

Me:Yafinally

Gert:Wouldyouliketocomeoverfordinnertonight?

Me:Idon'tknow

Gert:Ifit'ssoon,it'sokay

Me:Idon'twannaimpose

Gert:Iunderstand

TakiewalkedinIrecognizeherfromherInstagram

photos..

Takie:Good....Morning

Gert:MorningBaby

Takie:IwasjustintheneighborhoodthoughtI

shouldstopbyandgreet



Gert:I'mgladyoucamethrough

Shelookedatme..

Gert:RememberItoldyouaboutKelsomyother

Son?

Takie:Yes

Gert:WellthisisKelso

Istoodup..

Gert:KelsothisismyDaughterTakie

Me:It'snicetomeetyou

Istretchedoutmyhandtoher,shelookedatitand

thenhuggedme...

Takie:It'sfinallygoodtomeetyou,I'veheardalot

aboutyou..

Me:Welluhm..

Takie:Wouldyouliketogooutforbreakfast?

Shebrokethehug..

Me:I..

Takie:Good...Iknowthisgreatplace



Ilookedather..

Takie:DNAisnotevenneeded,youembarrassed

yourMother

Ichuckled..

Gert:ForgivemyDaughtershe'snotatalltogether

upstairs

Me:Noit'sfine

Ilookedather...

Me:Iwouldliketogogetsomethingtoeatwithyou

Takie:Great!Nowasnevergoingtobean

acceptableanswer

Somethingaboutherpersonalitythatremindedme

ofmylateSister..

Takie:Wellthenlet'sgo...Gertwillseeyoulater

Gert:Seeyoulater

Me:Bye

Gert:Bye

Wewalkedout...



BANZA

Weloadedthelastofourthingsinthetaxi..

Istillcan'tbelievethatmyFatherdidthat..

MyMotherisonepersonwhokeepstoherself,she

doesn'tnecessarilyshowheremotionalside.When

she'shurt,shewouldmaskeverythingandactlike

nothinghappened..

Itwasgoodtoknowthatwewerenotgoingtobe

entirelyhomeless,shetoldmeaboutherMother's

houseandweweregoingtodrivethere.Shewas

nervous,hasn'tbeenthereeverinaverylongtime.

ToldmeherBrotherandtheBrother'swifelivethere

now.

Ihopetheygoingtowelcomeuswithopenhands..

SOLE



IwasoutdoingabitofshoppingformySonNathan,

Scorpionhadcalledandhewalkedin..

Scorp:Thesetoysseemabittoomuchforan

unbornbaby

Me:It'sformyfirstborn

Scorp:Youhaveanotherchild?

Me:Yeaha5yearoldboy

Scorp:Damn!Fatherof2alreadyandIdon'teven

havemyfirst

Me:Whatareyouwaitingfor?

Scorp:Wewillseeastimegoeson

(Silence)

Scorp:SoSandimentionedsomething,thatI'm

keepingyouawayfromhomeatnight?

Me:YousawSandi?

Scorp:YeahwhenIdroppedoffmySister

Nongcebo



Me:IwasseeingSon,shedoesn'tknowabouther

Scorp:Yougoingtotellher?

Me:YeahlaterontodaybecausemySoniscoming

overfortheweekend

Scorp:Shouldn'tyouhavetoldherbefore?

Me:There'snotime,itallhappenedsofast

Scorp:Thisissomemessedupshit

Me:Messedupindeed

KELSO

Takie:SoItoldhimthatyouknowwhat,Screwyou!

Idon'tneedyou,Idon'tneedthisrelationship

Me:Andyoutwobrokeup?

Takie:Notrightaway

Me:Iamconfused

Takie:Iknow



Shemovedherforktomyplateandtookmy

sausage..

Takie:SincefromthenI'vebeensingle

Me:I'mstillconfused,yourstorydoesn'tmakeany

sense

Takie:Iknowright?That'showtherelationship

didn'tmakeanysense

Shetookanotherone..

Me:Wouldyoulikemyplate?

Takie:OhNo..Ijustwantedyoursausages

Me:Uhmokay

Takie:Sohowmanygirlfriendsdoyouhave?

Me:Girlfriends?

Takie:Iassumeyouhavegirlfriends

Me:I'mactuallymarried

Takie:OfcoursewhatwasIthinking?

Ilookedather..

Me:Let'sgosomewhere,Iwannashowyou



something

Takie:Now?

Me:Yeahnow

Takie:Shouldn'twefinisheatingfirst?

Me:I'llbuyyousomethingalongtheway

Takie:Mustbesomethingimportantifit'smore

importantthanfood

Me:Itisimportant

Igotup..

Me:Comeon

Takie:Okaywait..Justonelastbite

Imovedherplateaway..

Me:Comeon

Itookherbagandthenwewalkedout..

.

Tobecontinued
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KELSO

It'sbeenawhilesinceIlastvisitedTakie'sgrave.If

shewasstillaliveandhadtowitnesseverything

thatIhavedone,shewouldbeverydisappointedin

me.Shewasasister,andalsomorelikeamother.

Shetriedherbestwithme,untilherdemonsgota

betterofher.Beinghererightnow,mademerealize

thatifsomeonewastodoexactlytoherwhatIdid

toNongcebo,Iwouldflip.Iwouldturnthiswhole

worldupsidedown..

Me:Watchwereyoustep

Takie:IfIknewthatwewerecominghere,I

would'veputonappropriateshoesnotheels

Iheldherhand..

Me:Itwasshortnotice

Takie:Wowwhatabeautifultombstonehead

Me:ItwasthebestIcoulddo



Takie:Howmuchwasit?

Me:10k

(Silence)

Me:ThisisyourMother'sfirstborn,shepassedon

manyyearsago.Drugoverdose,shewasgreatly

affectedbyGertrude'sdisappearance.Shenever

livedlongtoknowthetruth,hernamewasTakie

Takie:SoMomnamedusafteryouguys?

Me:Ibelieveso

Takie:Iwishshetoldusearlierfromthewordgo

Me:Shehadherreasons

Her:It'sabitchillyhere

Itookoffmyjacket..

Me:Here

Her:Thankyou

Sheheldontomyarmandrestedherheadonmy

shoulder...



SANDISIWE

Solecamebackhomewithtoys..

Me:Youwenttoyshopping

Hekissedmeonmycheek..

Me:Whydidn'tyoutellme?Iwould'vecamealong

Heputthetoysdownandheldmyhand..

Sole:Ihavetotalktoyouaboutsomething

Me:Whatisit?

Sole:Ithinkyoushouldsitdown

Me:NoIthinkI'llstand

Sole:IhaveaSon,hisnameisNathan.He's5years

old

Ilaughed..

Me:Yeahright

Hewasserious..

Me:Wait..YouhaveaSon?



Sole:Yes

Me:Andyounevertoldmeabouthim?

Sole:Iwasneverinhislifeanditwaswaybefore

webecameexclusive

Me:SobecauseofthatI'mnotsupposedtobemad?

Sole:He'scomingoverfortheweekend

Me:Wow!Idon'thaveadayinthat?

Sole:He'smySonwhatdoyouwantmetodo?

Me:Idon'tcareevenifhewasyourguardianangel,

youshould'vetoldmeaboutthis..AskedmehowI

feltabouteverything

Sole:Youbeingveryunreasonable

Me:I'mbeingunreasonable?What'snext?You

actuallylivingadoublelife?Youhaveawifeand

otherkidssomewhere?

Sole:Iexpectyoutounderstandbecausehewas

bornbeforewestarteddating

Me:AndtheMother?



Sole:Wilsonia

Me:Wait..Wilsoniathepsychologist?

Sole:Yes

Me:YouaretwistedSoledoyouknowthat?You

hadthemotherofyourchildlietomeand

convincedmethatIwascrazy!Thatthecemetery

situationdidn'thappen?

Sole:TheCemeteryincidentdidn'thappen

Islappedhimacrosstheface..

Me:Youarepatheticdoyouknowthat?Iregretthis..

Iregretus,Iregreteverything!Youapsychopath

andyouneedhelp!!Oneofthesedaysyougoingto

comebackhomeandI'llbegone!!!!Youwillnever

seemeormychildeveragain!

Iwalkedaway,heheldmyhand.Islappedhim

again..

Me:Don'tyoudaretouchme,don'tevertouchme!

MatteroffactIwantyouout

Sole:What?



Me:Packyourshitandleave!

Sole:Youupsetwewilltalkaboutthislater

Me:Idon'twannatalkaboutanything!Iwantyou

out!!!

Iwalkedtothebedroomtopackhimabag..

Sole:Iamnotgoinganywherethisismyhouse

Me:Don'tberidiculous!YouexpecttheMotherof

yourchildtobehomeless?

Itookouthisclothes..

Sole:Stopthismadnessokay?

Hetriedtostopmeandweendeduppullingoneof

hist-shirts..

Sole:Sweetsstopit!!

Me:Gotohell!!!

Heletgoofthet-shirtandIfell....

Me:Awww..

Sole:Areyouokay?

Hetriedtohelpmeup..



Me:Isaiddon'ttouchme!!Leave!Ineverwannasee

youagain!

NONGCEBO

IlookedathisFacebookpictures,hestillhadour

weddingpicturesandmypictures.Hehasn't

changedhisrelationshipstatusnorhasheposted

anythinginawhile..

Bongeka:Hey

Me:Hey

Bongeka:Iwannatalktoyouaboutsomething

Me:Okay

Bongeka:Iam...Iambisexual

Me:Huh?

Bongeka:MeaningI'mattractedtobothgirlsand

boys

Me:What?



Bongeka:NessiandIwe..Weactuallynotbest

friends,wellweareandwealsoinarelationship

Me:I..Iamconfused

Bongeka:Iknowit'salottotakein,andIfyoudon't

understandnorwannaacceptIt'sokay

Me:Nodon'tsaythat...Ijustdon'tunderstandthat

partoflifeverywell,Imean..Beingattractedtogirls,

Ireallydon'tunderstand

Bongeka:IjustwantedyoutoknowbecauseIam

planningonfixingthingswithher,IknowherUncle

isabadpersonaandIunderstandifyouwon't

supportus

Me:IhavenothingagainstNessi,Iactuallyloveher..

She'sanicegirl

Bongeka:Shuuuuuuthat'sarelief

Me:Youknowwhat..Whydon'tyouinviteherover

fordinner?

Bongeka:Areyousure?

Me:I'mverysure



Shesmiled..

Bongeka:Thankyousomuch,I'llcallher

Me:YouwelcomeBaby

Shewalkedout..

IcontinuedlookingatKelso'spictures..

KELSO

IputherdownwhenIgottothecar..

Sheputonherheelsagain..

Takie:Thankyousomuchforbringingmehere

Me:Youarewelcome...Letmetakeyoubackto

Gert'sworkplacesoyoucangetyourcar

Her:Youstillowemeameal

Me:Ohwyesandthat

Wegotintothecar..

Her:SowhenamImeetingthewife?



Me:Wehavingproblems

Her:Problems?

Me:Sheleftme

Her:That'sextreme

Me:Iwouldn'tbesurprisedifsheservesmewith

divorcepapers

Her:It'sthatdeep?

Me:I'vehurtheralot

Her:Didyoutrytalkingtoher?

Me:Idon'twannatakeherbackthere,Ithinkit's

bestIgivehersomespacetohealfirst.Idon't

wannasuffocateher

Her:ThisiswhyIdon'twannagetmarried

Me:Marriageisabeautifulunion,onlyifboth

partiesarewillingtomakeitwork.NongceboandI,

welackedcommunicationfromtheveryfirstday,

whichledtoourmarriagegoingdownthedrain

Her:I'mtrulysorrytohearthat...You'vebeen

throughalot.Momwasneverthere,Youlostyour



Sister,thenyourwife

Me:Andmyfatherpassedonfindoutaboutitthis

morning

Her:Ireallydon'tknowwhattosay

Me:I'llbegood

Her:Haveyoutriedtherapy?

Me:No

Her:Youshould..Icanbookyouanappointmentfor

Monday

Me:NoI'mgood

Her:Mondayitis,I'llseeifDrKhatricansqueezeus

in

Me:It'slikeTakieresurrected

Her:WellIdidsayI'lltakecareofyou,Youheardthe

promiseImadetoher

Me:I'mregrettingitalready

Her:AndwecallingDrKhatri,he'sgoodyou'llenjoy

therapy..Yourmomwillpay



Me:YourMom

Her:NoyourMom,she'syourmomfirstbefore

mine..Iwasbornlater

Sheputherphonenexttoherear..

NONGCEBO

IlookedatBongeka..

Me:Didyougetaholdofher?

Bongeka:Yes

Me:IsKelsogoingtodropheroff?

Bongeka:No...ShewillUber

Me:Areyousureit'ssafeforhertoUber?Girlsget

kidnappedthesedays

Bongeka:I'llaskUncleLindotoaccompanyme

Me:BadIdea

Bongeka:Ireallydon'tknowthen



Bongeka:TellhertoaskherUncletodropheroff

Bongeka:Kelsocominghere?Doyouthinkthat'sa

goodidea?

Me:Ijustdon'twantNessimissingandthen

everyoneseesitasourfault

Bongeka:I'llcallherandthenwewillseewhatwe

cando

Me:Okay...SolongI'llpreparefordinner

Bongeka:Thankyou

.

Tobecontinued
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BANZA

Afterwhatseemedlikeforever,wefinallyarrivedat

myGrandmother'shouse.Therideherewasawfully

quiet,andittooklongerthanexpected.My



Grandmother'shousewasnotfarfrommyDad's

place,Idon'tknowwhymyMomnevervisitedher

home..Itwasanicelooking4roomhouse.The

yardwassweptclean,grassandflowerstrimmed.

Therewasevenahorsepipeattheflowers.

Whoeverliveshere,reallyknowshowtotakecare

ofahouse.

MyMotherseemednervousaswemadeourway

intotheyard,Idon'tblameher.Shehasn'tbeen

hereinyears...Aswewalkedtotheback,wefound

amansittingonachairandsortingoutsugars

beans.MyMotherstoppedandlookedathim.He

wassittingbythetworoomsoutside.Somewoman

walkedoutofthehouseholdingabasin,she

droppeditwhenshesawus.Themanlookedather,

andthenlookedatus.Isawshockwrittenallover

hisfacetoowhenhesawus.

Man:Sesi

Withoutanywarning,myMothercollapsed.

SOLE



IwasalittledisappointedtofindoutthatmySon

doesn'treallydotoys.He'sagamer.Iwas

disappointedatmyselffornotknowingmuchabout

him,Ishould'veenquiredfirst.

Nathandidn'tevencryforhisMomwhenweleft,

whichprovedtomethatheisusedtonothaving

heraround,shemustbespendingmoretimewith

hisNannythanhedoeswithWilsonia.Theride

homewasveryquiet,hewasconcentratedonhis

phonewherehewasplayingagame,Ican'tbelieve

Wilsoniaboughta5yearoldaphone.Sheassured

methatit'sonlyforgammingpurposesespecially

whenhe'straveling.HisPS5taggedalongtoowith

allhisgames...

SandiwasmadwhenIleft,herangerisunderstable.

Ihopenowshehascalmeddownforthesakeof

Nathan.Idon'twantmySonwitnessinganyfights...

Weoffloadedeverythingfromthecarandthenwe

madeourwayin,hewasstillconcentratingonhis



phone..Hehadonhisskullcandyearphones..

Nath:IneedanM6

Ilookedathim..

HewasdefinitelyplayingPUBG..

Wemadeourwayintothehouse,Iwaseven

worriedthathewillbumpintosomethingjudging

fromhowhewasconcerntraingonhisgame..

Sandiwassittingonthecoucheatingicecream

andwatchingTV,hereyesmovedfromtheTVand

shelookedatus..

Me:Hey

ShelookedatNathanandthengotupfromthe

couchthenwalkedtothebedroom.Nathanwho

wasevenattentivetowhatwashappeningwent

andsatonthecouchandcontinuedplayinghis

game.Iwalkedtotheotherbedroomandputhis

clothesthere,it'sgoingtobealongweekend..

NONGCEBO



Nessididarrive,shewasdroppedoffbyaStallion.

Bongekawasveryhappytoseeher,theyeven

kissedrightinfrontofmeaswefetchedherfrom

thegate..

Stallion:IamKelso'sfriend,hehadaskedmeto

dropheroff

Me:Nongcebo

Weshookhands..

Me:Thankyoufordroppingheroff

Stallion:Mypleasure..Ishouldgo

Me:HowisKelsoholdingup?

Helookedatme..

Me:I'msorrythisisinappropriate,Ishouldn'thave

asked

Stallion:He'sstrugglingbuthe'stryingnottoshow

it

Inodded..



Me:Isee

Stallion:Ireallyhavetogo

Me:Thankyouagainfordroppingheroff

Stallion:Noproblem

Ilookedatthem..

Me:GuystakeNessi'sbags

TheybothtookNessi'sbags...

Nessi:Yourhouseisbig

Me:Wellweareabigfamilyso

Nessi:Thankyouforallowingmetovisit,especially

aftereverything

Me:Youwillalwaysbeapartofus,nomatterwhat

Nessi:Youreallyhaveagoodheart

Me:Thankyou

Wemadeourwaytothehouse..

BANZA



Welookedatherassheslowlyopenedhereyes..

Themanthatwefoundintroducedhimselfasmy

Uncle,myMother'solderbrother..

Uncle:Judithizanamanzi(Judithgogetwater)

Hiswifewenttogetwater..

Uncle:Sesiunjani?(Howareyou)

MyMotherlookedatus..

Uncle:Uvelenjewawa(Youfell)

Mom:NgiboneuMa(IsawourMother)

Uncle:Kuphi?(Where)

Mom:Shewasstandingbythetoilet,thenIfeltvery

lightheaded

Judithcamebackwithaglassofwater..

Judith:KushokonaukuthiuGogoujabulile(That

meansyourMotherishappy)

Uncle:Impelalazelafikalelanga,besaziukuthi

ngelinyelamalangauzongenamntakaMa.Ngaze



ngajabula(Finallythisdaycame,Iknewthatone

dayyouwouldcomehome)

Judith:Ithingiyokulungiselaekamereni(Letmego

andpreparetheotherbedroomforyou)

Uncle:KodwaSesi,umfanaazeabengaka

Mom:Ngiyxolisabhutiwam(I'msorrymyBrother)

Uncle:Ungazogamgawena,thinasijabulelaukuthi

usubuyileekhaya(Wearejusthappythatyouback

athome)

Me:Ngisayothathaizintoemotweni(I'mgoingto

takethingsfromthecar)

Uncle:Ngiyezangizokuncedisa(I'mcomingtohelp

you)

KELSO

Gertrudeopenedthedoor..

Gert:Hey



Me:Hey

Gert:Pleasecomein

Imademywayin,Takiewasstandingatthestove

cooking..

Takie:Youcame!!

Me:Yougavemenochoice..

TheybothhadonAprons..

Me:Somethingsmellsnice

Gert:Thatwouldbemyhomemadesherpard'spie..

UsedtobeyourSister'sfavorite

Me:Iwould'vebroughtherDaughterbutshewent

tovisitherfriend

Gert:It'sokay..Maybenexttime

Me:Yeah

Herhusbandshowedupfromtheloungeholdinga

glassofwhiskey.IknowhimbecauseI'vedonemy

researchwithGertrude..

Him:Kelso!LookatyouSon!



Heputtheglassonthekitchencounter..

Him:ThelasttimeIsawyou,youcouldn'teven

pronounceyourname.Lookatyouallgrownup,

timeflies

Hecameandhuggedme,Ididn'texpectsucha

warmwelcomefromhim..

Him:StepintotheloungeI'llpouryouaglassofmy

favoritewhiskey

Ifollowedhimtothelounge..

Him:Damn!Timefliesindeed

Me:Yeahitdoes

Isatonthecouch..

Him:It'sgoodtoseeyou

Me:It'snicetomeetyou

SOLE

WithhopesoftryingtoconnectwithmySon,Imade



ussomesnacksandconnectedthePS5totheTV..

WewereabouttoplayFIFA..

Me:Whatsyourfavoriteteam?

Nath:Barcelona!!

Me:YoulikeMessi?

Henodded..

Me:Barcelonaitisforyou,I'lltakeChelsea

Nath:ChelseaisBadDaddy!

Ilookedathim,don'tthinkI'llgetusedtohimcalling

methat..

Me:Letmeschoolyoutheoldway

Sandisiwewalkedoutofthebedroom,shemade

herwaytotheTVanddisconnected..

Me:Whatareyoudoing?

Sandi:IwannawatchTV..

Me:Can'tyouwatchNetflixonyourLaptopfora

fewminutes?

Sandi:No!Myfavoriteshowison



Shetooktheremote..

Me:Let'sgogetPizzawewillcomebacklaterand

play

Nath:Okay

Myphonerang,itwasWilsonia..

Me:LookMommyiscalling

Nath:CanItalktoher?

Me:Wait

Ianswered..

Me:Coco

Nathan:Coco!

Igavehimthephoneaswewalkedout..

.
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SANDISIWE

Iwasveryheartbrokenathoweverythingwas

playingout.Soleliedtomeandthennowhe

expectsmetoplaystepmothertohisSoninhis

ownterms?Hedoesn'tevenlooksorrynordoeshe

looklikeheregretslyingtome.Heshould'vebeen

honestaboutthissituationwithmefromthe

beginningtoavoidallthisnonsense..Itriedcalling

mycousinTakiebuthedidn'tpickup,Icalled

Nongceboshedidn'tpickuptoo.Ineededsomeone

totalktooandeveryoneseemedbusyatthe

moment.Ican'ttalktoAletta,sheisstrangeand

probablywon'teventakemeseriously.That'sifshe

evenknowsaboutSole'sSon...

BANZA

IwasoutsideonacallwithMantoasthefamilyate



dinner..

Manto:Despitehowsadthissituationis,buther

ancestorsareatwork.Thismarriagewasgoingto

crumbleatanytime

Me:Istillcan'tbelievehedidthat

Manto:It'ssadbutlookonthebrightside.Your

Mothermightaccepthercalling,thingswillchange

foryouguys.ThisisallGod'splan,shewillfinally

befreefromallhersickness

Me:Ihopeshewillaccepthercalling

Manto:Shehastoo,there'snoturningbacknow

andIamsensingshe'sgoingtobeverypowerful.

HerMotherwasapowerfultraditionalhealer

Me:Yeahwewillsee

Manto:HaveyoutriedreachingouttoNongcebo?

Me:Itriedcallingherbuthernumberdoesn'tgo

through

Manto:I'mjustsensingthatsomethingisoffwith

her



Me:How?

Manto:Idon'tknowyetandit'sdifficulttalkingto

herbecausewenotsoclose

Me:I'lltryreachingouttoheronFacebookandsee

Manto:Okaythankyou

Me:Ihavetogo...Iloveyou

Manto:Iloveyoutoo

SIPHOSETHU(THENURSE)

Ilookedathim..

Lindo:WhyamIbeingtorturedagain?

Me:WehadsexandIallowedyoutohavesexwith

methewaythatyouwanted,sotonightwedoing

somethingthatIwantandwehavingsushi

Lindo:It'snotlikeyoudidn'tenjoyyourself?

Me:That'snotthepoint,thepointisit'syourturnto

doengageinsomethingthatIlike



Lindo:Iwilleatsushiinexchangeforsexthewhole

night

Me:Lindo!

Lindo:What?

Me:Youcan'tnegotiatethat'sveryunfair

Lindo:Icouldtakeanythingexceptforwhatyou

puttingmethroughrightnow

Me:Youarebeingunfair,veryunfair

Lindo:Iamabusinesspersonandthisisa

businessdeal..Iwilleatsushiinexchangeforsex

allnight

Me:WhatifIjustwantustochillandwatchmovies?

Lindo:Thatwillbefortomorrowplusmysister'sare

goingtochurchtomorrowsoitwillbeaboringday

forme

Me:Finethen

Lindo:Didyougotothepharmacy?

Me:IactuallywenttotheDrandgotashotofthe

twomonthsinjectionandIalsogotamorningafter



pill

Lindo:Howdisappointing

Me:Youwantababy?

Lindo:Isthatabadthing?

Me:Wehardlyevenknoweachother,thisisstillthe

honeymoonphase.Wehaven'tevenfought

Lindo:Youwantustofight?

Me:No..I'mjustsayingmaybeweshouldgetto

knoweachotherfirstplusI'mstillpayingmybond

andmycar,Ihavealotofbillstoaddonbabybills

ontop

Lindo:Icanpaywhat'sremainingofyourcar

Me:Letmeguessbusinessdeal?Inexchangefora

baby?

Lindo:No..Idon'twantyoudrivingontheroadwith

adebtonyourhead,it'sgoingtobevery

embarrassingformeasamanwhenyourcargets

repossessedbecauseyoufailedtopay

Me:Ihaven'tskippedamonth



Lindo:EitherwaythepointisI'llbepayingoff

what'sremainingofyourcar

Me:Whatdoyoudoexactly?

Lindo:IlivebythebulletItoldyou

Me:Youmadethatveryclearbutwhatisitthatyou

do?

Lindo:Imakethingshappen

Me:Soyouathug?

Lindo:Whyaskifyoualreadyknow

Me:Andthenyouwantustohaveababy?Whatam

Igoingtodowhenyougetarrested?

Lindo:Iwon'tgetarrestedmyFatherisagavenor

Ishookmyhead..

Me:Youdon'tseizetoamazeme

Lindo:Iamazemyselftoosometimes

Me:Eatyoursushi

Lindo:I'mtrying..It'sdifficulteatingsushiand

lookingatyourbody,maybeifyoucancoverupthe



confusionwithclearonwhatIshouldeatexactly.

Thisrawfishorthatrawfish

Me:Areyousayingmypussyisarawfish?

Lindo:I'msayingit'srawmeat

Me:Thatdidn'tsoundniceatallfishdoesn'tsmell

good

Lindo:That'snotwhatImeant,Iwasjustmakingan

example

Me:Trytobeniceattimes

Lindo:Trytotakeajokeattimes

Me:Whatever

Lindo:Yeahwhatever..Congratulationswejusthad

ourfirstfight

Me:YouaheadacheIswear

Lindo:Notmyintention

KELSO



Dinnerwasgoingwell,Gertrude'spiewasvery

delicious.Ilookedateveryoneatthetable,they

werechattingandlaughing.Itwasabeautiful

momenttowitness,andmorebeautifultobeapart

ofit.Ican'tbelieveKenkeptmeawayfromthis,

theynotbadpeople.

Gert:Wheredidweloseyou?

Me:I'mjustenjoyingthepie

Takie:SoKelsoisstartingtherapyonMonday

Gert:Isit?

Takie:Yesandyoupayingforallthesessions,since

youaretheonewhodamagedhim

Gert:Takie

Takie:I'mjustbeinghonest,youputthischild

throughtraumatheleastyoucandoishelphim

heal..Healallthatheiskeepingdeepinside

MrGxaba:Whatawaytoputit

Me:IfIwasn'tusedtomylatesisterbeinglikethatI

wouldbeveryoffendedbynow



Takie:Thankheavensfortheresurrection

Weheardthekitchendooropening...

Takie:TheotherSonhasarrived...

IndeedKelowalkedin..

Takie:TheotherBrotherhasarrived

Kelolookedatme..

Gert:There'sstillsomepieleft,helpyourself

Kelo:What'sgoingon?Whatishedoinghere?

Takie:Weinvitedhimover..Comehelpyourself

Kelo:Nothankyou

Gert:Don'tbelikethat

Kelo:I'mnotgoingtoshareatablewithawoman

beater

Gert:Herewego

Kelo:Quitefranklyyouallshouldbeashamedof

yourselves,sittinghereanddinningamanwhoputs

hishandonawoman!

Takie:Whatshouldwedo?Stonehimtodeath?He



isstillourbrother

Kelo:Heisnobrotherofmine!Heisnothingtome!

Takie:HeisyourMother'sSon,unfortunatelyyou

can'tchooseyourfamily

Kelo:IcanandIchoosenottobeapartofhim..I

resenthim

Me:MaybeIshouldleave..Thankyousomuchfor

thedinner

Gert:Youdon'thavetoleave

Me:Noit'sokay..Thankyousomuch

Takie:YouareameanPersonKelo.Kelsohasbeen

throughalot,hismistakesstermfromthefactthat

yourMotherabandonedhimwhenhewasyoung.

Helosthissister,hiswife,andhisfather..Cuthim

someslack!

Kelo:Hedeservesit

Gert:Kelo!

Igotup..

Me:Thankyouagainforthedinner



Gert:I'llwalkyouout

Shewalkedmeouttomycar..

Gert:I'msosorryaboutthat

Me:It'snotlikehewaslying

Gert:HaveyoutriedreachingouttoNongcebo?

Me:No..Idon'tevenknowwhattosaytoher.Sorry

won'tfixwhatIdid

Gert:That'struebutsometimesshowingremorse

goesalongway..Ifyoutrulyregretwhatyoudidtry

reachingouttoherandapologizing.Apologizing

doesn'tmeanthatyouguyscannowfixeverything,

itjustshowsthatyouregretwhatyoudid

Me:I'mtryingnottostartwarwithherfamily,Iwant

hertoenjoyhavingafamilywithoutmerockingup

andremindingherofthepast

Me:Iunderstand..Comehere

Shehuggedme..

Gert:KnowthatI'mveryproudofyouthatyougoing



tostarttherapy,doitforyourselfsothatwhenyou

meetsomeoneelseyou'llknowhowtoloveher

rightandtreatherright

Me:That'strue

Gert:I'llstopbytomorrowandseehowthefamilyis

holdingupwithKen'sdeath

Me:Thankyou

Sheputherhandsonmycheeks..

Gert:Iloveyousomuch

Me:Iknow

Shekissedmeonmycheek..

Gert:Callmewhenyougethome

Me:I'lldoso

NONGCEBO

IlookedatNessi..

Me:HowisGrandma?



Nessi:She'snotholdingupwellespeciallysincewe

gotnewsthatGrandpapassedon

Me:Kendied?

Nessi:Yes

Me:That'sterrible,howdoesKelsofeel?

Slilookedatme..

Nessi:He'strying...Eversinceyou..Eversinceyou

lefthe'stryingtobestrongbutdeepdownhe's

brokenhe'sjusttooproudtoadmitit

Me:IshouldprobablygoandseehowGrandmais

holdinguptomorrow

Sli:Tomorrowwegoingtochurch

Me:Myfatherinlawpassedon,Ithinkit'sgoingto

berespectfulifIgotopaymyrespects

Sli:Doyouthinkthat'sagoodidea?Aftereverything

thathashappened?

Me:IamnotaskingforKelsoback,I'mjustgoingto

seethewomanwhowasgoodtome.Justbecause

myhusbandandIwenottogetheranymoreit



doesn'tmeanIhavetoturnmybackonmyinlaws,

yaziitwouldbeniceifeveryonecanjuststayoutof

mybusiness!Iamstillmarried,untilI'mdivorcedI

havetodorightbymyinlaws

Istoodup...

Me:Excuseme

Iwalkedout...

Bongeka:Wow

Me:Iheardthattoo!

KENBHEMBE

Thewardenunzippedthebodybag..

Warden:Youokay?

Iopenedmyeyeandlookedathim,asmyothereye

wasstillshut..Icouldn'tevenspeakbecauseofmy

bustedlip..

Warden:MaybeIshouldn'tzipit,soyoucanbeable



tobreathproperly

Islowlynodded..

Hetookoffhiscap...

Warden:WealmostthereBoss,justhangon

Inoddedandclosedmyeye..

.
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Excuseanyerrors

[08/24,13:39] :97

BANZA

ThefollowingmorningitwasaSunday,myUncle

decidedthatweshouldvisitmyGrandmother's

grave.InformherthatmyMotherisbackathometo

honourthatpartofherlifethattheyhaveblessed

herwith.Lastnight,myUncleandmyMotherspent

longhourstalkingaboutmyMotheracceptingher



gift.Beingsomeonewhodoesn'thavemuch

knowledgeabouttheundergroundgangsheis

pleadingwiththemtoallowhertoaccepthergift,in

awaythatsheunderstands.Andthatisbeinga

Prophet,possiblyalsoacceptinghelpfromthe

undergroundgang.Hergiftwillcirclearound

healing,freeingpeoplefromwitchcraftandcurses.I

mustadmitthatIwasveryproudofher.Thislittle

ceremonywasn'tgoingtorequiremuch,just2

chickens.Theofficialceremonywillrequireagoat,

wewillsaveupforthat.Inthemeantimethe

ancestorswillhelpchooseachurchthatwillaccept

herforwhosheis.

Wedidfindthebagofbonesburiednotsodeepin

myGrandmother'sgrave.MyMothertakingthebag,

it'sheracknowledginghergift.Herancestorswill

communicatewithherthroughbones,dreamsand

visions.

Itwasahugestepfromherpart,I'mgladshefound

itinherhearttoacceptwhatsheismeanttobe.

Maybethingswilleventuallychangeforthebetter...



SOLE

ThefirstthingNathandidwastowakeupandwoke

meuptoconnectthePlaystationforher.Wilsonia

must'vewentintogreatlengthsingettingthis

Playstationbeforeit'sreleasedate,afterallsheis

wellconnectedandhavecontactsinhighplaces..I

toldhimtobrushhisteethandwashhisface,then

havesomecerealbeforeplaying..Isleptwith

NathanintheguestroombecauseSandiwasstill

verymuchangryatme,itwasstressful.I'mnot

usedtoherbeingthisdeadlyquiet..AsNathanwas

playingItriedgoingintothebedroombutthedoor

waslocked,Ihopethatshewilleventuallyaccept

howthissituationandcomearound.IwantNathan

tobeapartofourlivesforaverylongtime..

NONGCEBO



Ididwakeupthenextmorningandmademywayto

Kelso'shouse,Itookataxi.Everyonewassleeping

whenIleftexceptforSliwhowaspreparingfor

churchandLindowasnotaround..InthetaxiIhad

alotoftimetothink,thinkifthiswasagoodideaor

not.

Kelso'sMotherwasverygoodtome,shelovedme

andacceptedmeevenwhenshedidn'tknowmuch

aboutme.Idon'tseewhyweshouldbeenemies

becauseKelsofailedtobeagoodhusband..Kelso's

AuntwassweepingtheyardwhenIopenedthegate,

shestoppedandlookedatme..

Ntombela:Awwkodwangiyaphuphanomayini?

(AmIdreamingorwhat)

Me:AuntyNtombela

Shethrewthebroomonthegroundanddustedher

hands,thensheapproachedme.

Ntombela:WeeMa..Kwakuhleukukubona(It'sgood

toseeyou)

Shehuggedme..



Ntombela:Usuzongithengelanamabeer(Youwill

buymebeers)

Me:Ngesontokodwa(OnaSunday)

Ntombela:Ngoba?Kukhonaokuwronglapho?(Is

theresomethingwrongwithyou)

Me:Awwngekekodwa..Ithingiyobabonaendlini

(Letmegoinsideandgreeteveryone)

Ntombela:Ubuyephelanontombi(Docomeback)

Imademywaytotheback...

BANZA

Itwasveryearlywhenwewenttothecemetery,by

9amwewerebackandmyUncle'sWifeJudithhad

slaughteredandcookedthechickens..Wewashed

ourhandsatthegatebeforegoingin..

Judith:Bekumelengabesenzenomqombothi(We

should'vepreparedAfricanbeer)

Uncle:Sesizobonakahlengomsebenziomkhulu,



manjesenzekahlengecatoon(Wewillseethat

whenwehavetheofficialceremony)

Iwasgoingtooccupyoneoftheroomsoutside,the

otheronewasmeantformyMotherasitlooked

different.Itlookedlikeahut,herMotherusedtouse

itandtheonesbeforehertoo..

Uncle:UzizwaKanjaniSesi?(Howareyoufeeling)

Mom:Itwasmyfirsttimehavingagoodsleep,even

whenIwokeup.IfeltlighterthanIdidwhenIwas

stilllivingatmyhouse

Judith:kuzoyakancancekancaneSisiuzobaright

(Slowlybutsurelyyouwillbewell)

Mom:uMthetheleliuseseJele?(Mthetheleliisstill

inPrison)

Uncle:Uyamaziubhuti(YouknowourBrother)

Ma:Useyenzenimanje?(Whatdidhedonow)

Uncle:Lezintozakhezokugangaukutshontsha(It's

hisproblemofstealing)

MyMothershookhishead..



Ma:That'syourotherUncle,thesecondborn.He

hasalwaysbeenproblematic,alwaysuptonogood

Uncle:Kantikuzomelesiyesoyombonaaziukuthi

usubuyile(Wehavetogoandvisithim,sothatwe

cantellhimthatyouback)

Ma:Sokwenzanjalo(Wewilldojustthat

SANDISIWE

IwokeupandbrushedmyteethsothatIcould

makemyselfsomethingtoeat.LastnightIliterally

criedmyselftosleep,Idon'tevenknowwhenI

passedout.Didn'tevenhearthemcominginfrom

theirpizzaouting.Ipassedtheminthelounge

playingagameandwenttothekitchentomake

myselfasandwich..Ithenstoodbythedoorway

andobservedthem..

Sole:Thatwasalmostagoal

Nathan:CanIplaynow?

Sole:Youhavetofinisheatingyourcerealfirst



Nathan:I'malmostdone

Sole:Finishupthen

IfoldedmyarmsandlookedattheSon,helooked

verymuchlikehisfather.Hewasveryadorable.I

watchedhimasheateandfinishedallhiscereal,he

gotupwithhisemptybowlandmadehiswaytothe

kitchen.Hestoppedinfrontofmeandstretchedhis

arms..

Itookthebowlfromhim..

Him:Thankyou

Iwentandputitinthesink..

Him:AuntycanIpleasehaveaglassofjuice?

Ididn'texpectthatatall..

Me:Uhm..YesI'llbringittoyou

Him:Thankyou

Hewalkedbackintothelounge..

Suchgoodmannersandhewasverypolite.

Ipouredhimaglassofjuiceandtookittohim..



Me:Hereyougo

Him:Thankyou

Heputitdownonthefloor..

Me:Whydon'tyouputitonthecoffeetable?

Him:It'sgoingtospillIdon'thaveacloth

Me:Noit'sfine..Youcanputitonthetableifit

spillsIwillgiveyouaclothtowipe

Him:Okay

Hepickeditupandputitonthetable,Solelooked

atmeandsmiledalittle..

Iwalkedbacktothekitchen..

NONGCEBO

Gramslookedemotionallydrainedsittingonthat

mattress.EvenwhenIgreetedher,herreplywas

notasusual.Idon'tblameherthough,alothas

happened.FirstitwasKelso,nowherSon.Shewas



tired..

Whentwoneighbourswalkedin,Iwalkedoutto

makethemacupofteaandsomescones.Iwaited

forthewatertoboil.IlookedatKelso'sroom

throughthewindow,Idon'tthinkhewasaround

becauseitwaslocked.

Hiscarwasn'tintheyardeither...

SLIKHUMALO

LindowalkedinjustwhenIwasabouttowalkout..

Him:Hey

Me:Hi

Him:Kunjani?(howareyou)

Me:I'mgoodandyou?

Him:I'mgood

Me:Eyyasisakwazi(Wedon'tknowyouanymore)

Him:YaI'mverybusythesedays



Me:Isee..Youmustreallybeintoher

Him:WhateverSli..WhereisNongcebo?Ithought

shewastaggingalongwithyou

Me:Nongcebouhm..She..

Him:Shedidwhat?

Me:ApparentlyKelso'sfatherpassedon

Him:So?

Me:Nongcebowenttheretocheckuponthefamily

Him:Shedidwhat?Andyoulethergo?

Me:Lindolisten..

Him:Howcanyoulethergojustlikethat?Itrusted

youwithher!

Me:IfIsaidno,shewasgoingtohatemeorstill

findawaytogobackthere

Him:Whywouldshegobackthere?Idon't

understand

Me:LookIthinkNongcebohasStockholm

syndrome,it'sveryusualinwomenwhohavebeen



abusedbefore

Him:Stockholmsyndromemyleftfoot!

Me:Wereallyhavetoapproachthissituationwith

caution

Him:Idon'tcareevenifshehadtheMotherofthat

condition,allIknowisthatIwillgothereandIpray

whenthatStockholmsyndromewould'vekilledher

beforeIgetthere,becauseifitdoesn'tI'mgoingto

killhermyself!!

Me:youneedtocalmdown

Him:I'mnotcomingdownforshit!Yougotochurch

andprayitaway,I'mgoingtodealwithitthebest

wayIknowhow!

NONGCEBO

AftermakingtheteaandsconesItookthekeyto

hisroomandwentthere..ImmediatelywhenI

walkedin,myheartwasalreadybeatingfast

threateningtobeatoutofmychest.Islowlywalked



uptothebedroom,theduvetwaschanged.Ilooked

aroundandlookedatthecorneroftheroomwhereI

waschained..Iwalkedoverandopenedthe

curtainssinceitwasabitdark.Ilookedatthebed

andimaginedthatscenebetweenhimandNeli,I

neededtogetoutofhere.

Mybreathingwasevenstartingtobeunstable...

JustwhenIwasabouttowalkoutIheardhim

talkingoutside,IsteppedbackuntilIwasagainst

thewindow.Iheardthedooropening..

Kelso:Whoopenedmyplace

Hisvoicealonesentmeintoapanick.

HemadehiswayinandIdon'tthinkheexpectedto

seeme,Icouldseetheshockinhiseyes..Westood

thereforawhilewithoutsayinganythingtoeach

other,wejustlookedateachother...

.

Tobecontinued
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BANZA

IwassettinguptheotherroomoutsidethatIwillbe

occupying,lastnightIsleptonthecouchatthe

diningroom.Mybodywasaching,tonightIneeda

thoroughsleep.Itwasgoodtoseethattheother

roomhadabedseeingthatIdidn'tcomewithone,it

wasanicesmallroomnolie.Verycleanandonly

hadthebedandawardrobe.Ihavedecidedtogive

themmyTV,theydidn'thaveaTVatthehouseand

mymotherlikesDstv.TomorrowI'llhavetovisit

multichoice,sowecanseeifDSTVcan'tbe

installed..

MyMotherwalkedin..

Ma:Lookslikeyousettlinginwell,theroom

appearstobesmallthough

Ilookedaround..



Me:It'sgood,atleastit'swarm

Shenodded..

Ma:Youneedanyhelp?

Me:NoI'mokay

Ilookedather..

Me:Howareyoufeeling?

Shesighed..

Ma:Atpeace.LastnightIhadapeacefulsleep,this

morningwhenIwokeupmylegsdidn'tgiveme



muchofaproblem.Myappetiteisback,allthat

restlessnessisgone

Me:I'mhappyyoufeelthatway,Icanseethatyou

actuallycomfortablewithbeingbackathome

Ma:Areyoucomfortablewithbeinghere?

Me:Iam.It'sindeedpeaceful,Umalumeandhis

wifetheyareverywelcomingandwarmpeople

Ma:YourUnclehasalwaysbeenlikethat

Me:Whenareyougoingtoseetheotherone?

Ma:Idon'tknow

Me:Wecangotomorrow



Ma:Youhavetogobacktowork,wecan'treally

dependonyourUncleandhiswife.Theylooklike

theystrugglingabit

Me:That'strue

Ma:Letmeleaveyoutofinishup

Me:Thankyouforfinallyacceptingyourgift

Ma:Thankyouforbeingpatientwithme

Me:It'sokay

Shewalkedout..



NONGCEBO

LookingatKelso,IsawhimdifferentfromhowI

initiallymethimtheveryfirstdayatthemall.Yeshe

wasanassandallthatbutwhenwemettherewas

abitofgoodIsawhiminhim,andtoday.Iseehim

asthemanthatputmethroughshit,themanthat

wassupposedtoloveandprotectme.Isufferedat

hishand,thismansaidthathelovedmebutatthe

sametimehetreatedmeliketrash,treatedmelikeI

wasnothingbutadirtyusedpieceoftrash.He

neverforoncegrewaconscienceandactually

stoppedinbetween,hebrutilizedme.Killedwhat

wasleftofmysanity..

Kelso:Hi

Istoodtherewithmyeyeswellingup...

Kelso:I'll..I'llwalkoutandgiveyousomespaceto



getwhateveritisthatyouwanttoget

Heputhishandsinhispocketsandwalkedtothe

door..

Me:Ithoughtyoulovedme

Hestoppedbuthedidn'tlookatme...

Kelso:Ilovedyou,Istilldo

Me:Whatyoudidtomewasnolove

Kelso:IhatemyselfeverydayforwhatIdidtoyou,

noamountofsorrywillmakeitbetter.IfIhadtogo

backandfixitall,Iwould.Youareawonderful

woman,kind,fulloflove,caringandIwasamessed

upbastard.WhatIdidtoyouhadnothingtodowith



you,itwasallme.Iwasfightingmyowndemons

andyouwereatthereceivingendofitall.Youdidn't

deservethat,andIneverdeservedyou.I'msorry

Nongcebo,Ipraythatonedayyouwillforgiveme

sothatyoucanbeabletoheal.Sothatyoucanbe

abletoletsomeoneelsein,someonewhowilllove

youbetterthanIdid

Itookoffmyclothes..

Me:Thisiswhatyoudidtome!!!Thisisareminder

thatIhavetolivewitheveryday!Lookatwhatyou

didtome!

Kelso:Nongcebo

Me:LOOKATME!!!!!(Screaming)

Heturnedandlookedatme..



Me:Thisiswhatyoudidtome!Thiswasyour

definitionoflove!ThisiswhatIhavetolivewith

everydayofmylife!!!!!Thisishowlovewasshown

tome!!!Ihavetogothroughthiseveryday!Notyou

butme!Ihavenightmares!Ican'tevengetadecent

sleep,everydayisastruggle!Myownthoughtsare

hauntingme...Adaydoesn'tgobywithoutme

thinkingaboutwhathappened,thisisthekindof

lovethatIlivenow!Whilstyougoonwithyours!

Heclearedhisthroat..

Kelso:I'msorry...I'mtrulysorry

Hewalkedout..

SANDISIWE



WhenIwalkedoutofthebedroomNathanwas

playinggamesaloneinthelounge..

Me:WhereisyourDaddy?

Nathan:Sleeping

IthoughtaboutwalkingtothekitchenbutIlooked

athimagain..

Me:Wouldyoulikesomethingtoeat?

Nathan:Nothankyoumaybelater

Iwalkedoverandsatnexttohim..

Nathan:WouldyouliketowatchTV?



Me:Wouldyouallowmetowatch?

Nathan:Yes

Me:It'sokayBaby..Maybelater

Nathan:Okay

HewassohumblejustlikehisFather

Me:Whatareyouplaying?

Nathan:Grandtheftauto

Me:Itsoundsbrutal



Hekeptquiet..

Me:Maybeyoucanteachmelater,howaboutthat?

Henodded..

Me:Okayplayyourgameanddon'tgooutside

Nathan:Okay

Igotupandmademywaytotheguestroom,Sole

wassleeping.Iclosedthedoor..

Iwalkeduptothebedandtookoffmysleepers.I

gotinandlaidnexttohim,Ilookedathimandran

myfingeronhisface.

Heslowlyopenedhiseyes..



Me:Hey

Sole:Hey

Heputhisarmaroundme..

Iranmyhanddowntohisdick..

Sole:Ithoughtyouweremadatme

Me:Iammadatyou

Sole:Sowhyyouuphereharassingme?

Me:I'mmadatyounotatyourdick



Sole:Youmadatmethenyoucan'tgetmydick

Irubbedhimandhisdickpickedup..

Sole:Isn'tthisclassifiedunderrape?

Me:CallitwhatyouwantbutI'mstillgettingthat

dick

Hemovedhishandupandsqueezedmybreast,I

waswearingalongt-shirtandabumshort.Ifind

hist-shirtsmorecomfortableespeciallynowthat

I'mstartingtogetbig,myclothesarestartingnotto

getcomfortable.I'vebeenmeaningtogoanddo

shopping,butI'vebeenbusy..

Heliftedthet-shirtupandgotcloser,stillsqueezing

oneofmybreastsheleanedoverandsuckedmytit..

Isnuckmyhandinsidehisbriefsandplayedwith



hisharddick..

Nowtheproblemisthatthishastobethequickest

sexbecauseNathanmightjustmadehisway..

Itookoffmyt-shirt,andhehelpedmetookoffhis

briefs.Iputmylegonhimandhishandwentdown

tomassagemyclitwhilststillsuckingmytit.I

increasedthepaceoftheHandjobandhemoved

downfrommyclittomyhole..

Sole:Damnyouverywet

Herubbedhishandattheentranceofmycoochie

andImoaned,hecamebackupandkissedme..I

removedhishandfrommycoochieandthen

grabbedhisdick.Iguidedhiminsideofme,thenhis

handsqueezedmyass.Heliterallydidn'tpump..He

squeezedmycheeks..



Sole:IfIdothis,yougonnadropallthatattitude?

Inodded..

Sole:YoucanaskmeanythingaboutNathannow

andwhenwedoneIdon'twannatalkaboutit

Inoddedagain..

Heremovedhishandfrommycheeksandheldmy

legashestartedpumping,Iranmyhandonhis

chest..

Thispositionwasabitrestrictingbecauseofmy

bump,justslightlyrestrictingsoweoptedforhimto

takeitfromtheback.Iturnedandfacedtheother

sideashetookitfromtheback.Heranhishandon

mytummyandwhisperedinmyearwithhissoft

voice..



Sole:Doyouwannaaskanything?

Me:No..

Sole:Rememberthatthisisyouronlychancetoask

Me:Doyouloveher?

Hepumpedwithhislipsstillonmyear..

Sole:Iloveyou(whispering)

Me:Didshe...Didshehelpyoucoverupthatgrave

incidentstory?

Sole:ThisisaboutNathannother



Me:Iwannaaskyouabouther

Sole:I'mnotwithher,sotalkingaboutheris

useless

Me:Iwannatalkabouther

Heincreasedhispaceandsqueezedmybreast..

Sole:Idon'twannatalkabouther

Me:Doyouhavestillhavefeelingsforher

Hepumpedmeharder..

Me:Ahhhhhhhh!



Sole:Mysonisinthenextroomremember

Hecontinuedpumpingmehard,andItriedsovery

hardtoholdbackbut..

Me:AhhhhSole..

Itwasthatdamngood..

Sole:Ifyoucan'tkeepittogetherI'mgoingtostop

Hemoveddownhishandandplayedwithmyclitas

hecontinuedpumpingme..

Sole:OhhhShityousowetbaby..(whispering)



Isqueezedthepillowtightwithmyhandandclosed

myeyesashecontinuedtotorturemeandnot

wantingmetobeloud..

NONGCEBO

AfterdressingupIwalkedoutofthebedroom

wipingmytears,hedidn'tgoout.Hewaslayingon

thecouchwithhishandscoveringhisface..

Iwalkeduptothedoor..

Kelso:CanIholdyouforonelasttimebeforeyou

leave?

Itouchthedoorhandle..

Kelso:Please..Ijustwannaholdyou



Ididn'tsayanything..

Me:GoodbyeKelso

Kelso:Ngceboplease

Iturnedaroundandhegotupfromthecouch,he

madehiswaytome.Hegotdownonhiskneesand

puthishandsonmywaistandpulledmecloser.He

laidhisheadonmystomach..

Him:I'msorry..Pleaseforgiveme

IwouldlieifIsaidIknewhowIfeltatthismoment,

heliterallybrokedown..

Kelso:I'msosorry



Iclosedmyeyesandfoughtbackmytears..

Kelso:I'mverysorry

Iswallowed..

Someonetriedtoopenthedoorfromoutside,Iwas

blockingit.TheimpactIfeltafterthatoftheperson

forcefullypushingthedoor,IliterallyfellonKelso

andheheldme.Lindopushedthroughuntilhegot

in..

Lindo:I'llbedamned!!

.

Tobecontinued
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NONGCEBO

Lindowasfumming,hetotallylosthisshitand

attackedKelso.Hethrewapunchafterapunch,

Kelsodidn'tevendefendhimselfwhichIdidn't

understandwhy..Itriedtostophimbuthewasn't

backingdown,whathewasdoingreallysentme

back.Itmademetovisitmyphysicalabusivestate

bothfromMakhathiniandKelso..Thingsonlygot

betterwhenGertrudeandNtombelastoppedhim.I

don'tevenknowwhentheygothere..

LindoreallydidanumberonKelso..

Lindo:YoucomeanywherenearmysisteragainI'm

goingtokillyou!!!!

Gertrude:GobeforeIcallthePolice!

KelsoandGertrudearenowbestbuddies?

Lindograbbedmyarmandthendraggedmeoutof



theretothecar..

Me:Youdon'thavetodragmeIcanwalk!

HeopenedthedoorandIgotin,hebangeditashe

closedit.Hisbehaviorwasunnecessary,these

peoplearemourningandforhimtojustdothat?He

wasseriouslyoutoforder..

SANDISIWE

ImadeNathansomethingtoeat,thischildisvery

adorableinallways.Hemakesonebefondofhim

withouteventrying..

Me:Hereyougo

Nathan:Thankyou

Solewalkedin..

Sole:NathIhavetotalktoyouaboutsomething

Nathanlookedathim..

Sole:Doyouknowwhosheis?



Nathanshookhishead..

Sole:SheisDaddy'sgirlfriend,AuntySandi

Nathannodded..

Sole:Andsheisgoingtobringyoualittlebrotheror

aSister

Nathanlookedathisfood..

Sole:WouldyoulikealittleBrotherorsister?

Nathan:AlittleBrother,girlsdon'tknowhowtoplay

games

Ilaughed..

Sole:Ohw

Me:Goandeatyourfoodbaby

Hewalkedtothelounge..

Me:Heissoadorable

Sole:Tellmedidyougotothefamilymeeting

yesterday?

Me:No..Idecidedotherwise

Sole:Why?



Me:Idon'twantdrama,I'mnotinthemoodfor

drama

Sole:Igetwhatyousaying

Me:Letmegoandliedownforabit

Sole:OkaySweets

Imademywaytothebedroom..

KELSO

Gert:Ican'tbelievehedidthat

Me:HewastryingtoprotecthisSister

Gert:IfyousaythatNongceboshoweduponher

own,hehadnorighttoattackyou

Ididn'tdefendmyselfagainstScorpionbecauseI

didn'twannamakeNongcebofeeluncomfortable

withthewholefight,Idecidedtolethimbeandlet

himhavehiswayifitwasgoingtomakehimfeel

better..



Gert:WhatdidNongcebowant?

Me:Idon'tknow,Ijustfoundherhere

Gert:Areyouthinkingofgettingbacktogether?

Me:YesIwouldlikethatbutalothashappened

betweenus,Idon'tthinkshewilleverforget

Gert:Ipersonallythinkthatyoushouldconcentrate

onyourself,attendtherapyandconcentrateon

beingabetteraperson

Me:That'strue

Gert:Alldone,I'vemanagedtostopthebleeding

Me:Thankyou

NONGCEBO

Thedrivehomewasintense,hewasbusyyellingat

measiflikeIwasa3yearold...

Lindo:Youhadnobusinessbeingthereinthefirst

place



Me:Theymyinlaws

Lindo:Idon'tcare!Haveyouforgottenwhatthat

bastardputyouthrough?Nowyourunningbackto

hisarms?Whatthehellisyourtherapistdoing?

Me:Iamnotachild!

Lindo:YouareactinglikeachildandIswearthe

nexttimeyoudoshitlikethis!Iwon'thesitatetoput

abulletonhim,youwillvisithimatthegrave..That

Ipromiseyou!

BANZA

JudithwasdoingmyMom'shair.Ididn'tknowshe

hadsuchlonghair,mostofthetimesheusedto

wearadoek...

Me:Lookatyou,youlookbeautiful

Ma:Thankyou

Me:Ididn'tknowyouhadsuchlonghair

Judith:Namingithukile(Iamalsosurprised)



Ma:There'snopointinhidingitanymore

Judith:UmuhleSkwiza(Youverybeautiful)

Ma:Thankyou

Judith:Kumelebakubonekahlemanje,mhlambe

uzotholaelinyeIsoka(Theyhavetoseeyounow,

maybeyouwillfindyourselfaboyfriend)

Ma:Awungekengigugeso(I'moldnow)

Judith:45usugugileungazodlalawena(45andyou

old,don'tplaylikethat)

Me:Mamncaneisrightthough,youshouldstart

livingyourlife

Judith:AmaJeanwakhoabukekaamashafuthi

(Yourjeanstheylooknew)

Me:Shewasn'tevenwearingpants

Judith:ukeudlaleiJeanuboniseizinqinamahips

(WearyourJeanandshowoffyourassandcurves)

Judith:Akenimeni(waitaminute)

Wealllaughed..



GAVENORKHUMALO

ThegirlsshowedupatthekitchenasIwasdishing

up,theylookedatme..

Me:Iseverythingokay?

Bongeka:Grandpahowoldareyou?

Me:60

Bongeka:Put55,itdoesn'tevenshowthathe's60

Nessi:Gotit

Bongeka:Whatareyourhobbies?

Me:Whyareyougirlsaskingmeallthesequestions?

Bongeka:Wearetryingtofindyouawoman

Me:What?

Bongeka:Wearetryingtohelp

Me:WhatmakesyouthinkIwantarelationship?

Bongeka:Youlooklonelyanddepressed,alwaysin



yourstudyalone..SoIdecidedthatmaybeifwe

couldfindyouawomanyourlifewillbe

comfortable

Me:I'mcapableoffindingmyownwoman

Bongeka:Whereisshe?

Me:GirlsIunderstandthatIamoldandmaybeI

don'tunderstandmodernwaysoffindingawoman,

I'moldschool.Idothingstheoldway

Bongeka:Aloveletter?

Nessilaughed..

Me:Thoseusedtorockbackintheday

Bongeka:Yesbackinthedaynotnow

Nessi:Weneedapicture

Bongeka:Isawyourlittlegymsetinthegarage,put

onsomesweatpantsnot-shirthopononeofthem

thenwetakeapicture

Me:I'mnotdoingthat

Bongeka:Comeon



Me:Whatwillittakeforyoutwotoleavemealone?

Theybothheldmyhands..

Bongeka:Comeonit'llbefunlivealittle

Me:Ipraynoneofmykidsbringmeany

GrandchildrenifthisiswhatIhavetosuffer,Iama

GavenorofaPrisonIdon'thavetodotothis

Bongeka:Putthatonhisprofile

Nessi:Gotit!

.

Tobecontinued
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BANZA

ThenextmorningIwokeupandpreparedmyself

fortheday.FirstIwilldropoffmyMotherand

AuntyJudithatthePrisonsotheycanseemyUncle,

Iwon'tbeabletopickthemuptheywillcomeback



ontheirown.Iwillonlygivethemmoneyfortaxi

fare..Iwasstandingatthekitchenleaningagainst

thecupboardwhenmyMotherwalkedin,Ialmost

didn'tevenrecognizeher.Shewaswearingablue

denimskinnyJean,bootsandat-shirtthatshe

tuckedinwithaleatherjacketmatchingherbrown

bootsincolour.Shehadtiedherhairintoaponytail

withaneyebrowthatyoucouldn'tmiss..Onewould

denythatthiswomanisaMothertoa27yearold

grownman.Ihaveneverseenherinthisstate,

mostlyathomeshewaswearinglongdresses,a

doek,aminiblanketaroundherwaisttryingtobea

respectfulpastor'swife..

Ma:Goodmorning

Me:Iamsorrybutwhoareyou?Whatdidyoudo

withmyRachel?

Shechuckled..

Ma:Awukahle

Me:Youlookbeautiful,nowIamafraidthatyouwill

bemistakenformysisterinsteadofmymother

Ma:IhabaBanza(Youexaggerating)



AuntyJudithwalkedin..

Judith:Sesingahamba(Wecango)

Ma:OhhIforgotmyring

Judith:AwuyekeiRing(forgetthering)

Ma:Iamstillamarriedwoman

Judith:AkukhomarriedlanaSisi,awuyeke

ukuziphathaforindondaekulahlile(Younotmarried

anymore,stopbeingfaithfultoamanwhodumped

you)

Ma:Butwenotdivorcedyet

Judith:AwukahleukugangaRachel(Stopplaying

around)

MyAunttooktheTupperwarefromthetable..

Judith:Naleyoringngiyilahlile(Ithrewthatring

away)

Me:Wait..Wegoingtoneedapicture

Judith:Yenzauthathesizohamba(Takethepicture

sowecango)



WILSONIA(COCO)

IopenedthedoorandNathanranintomyarms...

Me:HelloBokkie!I'vemissedyousoomuch

Nathan:I'vemissedyoutoo

Me:Letmelookatyou..Didyouhavefun?

Henodded..

Sole:Wehadfun

Me:I'mgladyoudid

Ihuggedhim..

Me:I'vemissedyousoomuch

Nathan:I'vemissedyoutoo

Me:Goputyourthingsinthebedroomokay?

Nathan:Okay

Herantohisbedroom...

Me:Sohowwastheweekend?



Sole:Itwasgood..Thankyouforlettinghimcome

over

Me:Noproblem

Sole:Iwouldliketohavehimthisweekend

Me:Idon'tknow,thisweekendwehaveplans

Sole:Whatplans?

Me:Imetsomeguy,hehasakidtoo..Thisweekend

heaskedmeoutonadate,he'sbringinghiskidtoo

soIhavetobringNathanalong

Sole:Yaathat'snotgoingtohappen

Ismiled..

Me:Iwasn'taskingforyourpermission

Sole:AndIamtellingyouthatmySonisnot

taggingalong

Me:Allofasudden,yourSon?Wherewereyou

againalltheseyearswhenIwasraisinghimalone?

HethrewNathan'sbagatme..

Sole:MySonisnottaggingalone,ifyouwannasee



whatI'mmadeofdothisshitandyouwillneversee

Nathaneveragain!

Me:Areyouthreateningme?

Sole:YouknowIdon'tdothreats,mywordismy

law

Hewalkeduptothedoor..

Me:"Mywordismylaw"myleftfoot!Wherewas

yourassforalltheseyears?

Hestoppedandlookedatme..

Sole:Areyousayingsomething?

Me:Isaidhaveaniceday

Sole:Haveanicedaytoo...I'llbecominglaterto

checkonmySon

Hiseyeswentdownonme...

Sole:Andmypussy

Hewalkedoutandclosedthedoor.Ilaughedwhilst

shakingmyhead..



NONGCEBO

Sincethingsaren'treallygoodbetweenLindoandI,

Sliwasdrivingmetothetherapistthismorning..

Sli:Howareyou?Youveryquiet

Me:Doyouthinktherapyisworking?

Sli:Why?

Me:IstilllovemyhusbandverymuchandIalso

hatehimforwhathedidtome

Sli:Whenwefoundyou,youwereinaverybad

state.Nongcebohehadanotherwomantherewith

him,whilstyouwerechainedlikeadog..Youwere

closetodyingandIdon'tthinkthat'slove.Forallit's

worthyouguyswereinatoxicrelationship,hewas

toxictoyou

Me:Iknowbut..IamdamagedSli,whoisgoingto

loveme?

Sli:Thereisandwillbeamanouttherewhois

goingtoloveyou.Fornow,howaboutyou

concentrateonyourself?Concentrateonyour



healing,concentrateonreconnectingwithyou

again

Inodded..

Sli:Iunderstandyouwerewithhimwhenyouhad

noone,andyouwillalwaysseehimasyoursavior.

Talktoyourtherapistaboutthis,yourfeelingsfor

yourhusband.Heiswellknowledgeableandhewill

knowhowtohelpyouthroughtheprocessbetter

thananyoneelse

Me:I'lltalktohim

KELSO

Iliveduptomyendoftheagreement,Takiecame

aspromisedtocomeandtakemetothetherapist..

Takie:Whatthehellhappenedtoyourface?

Me:Mybrotherinlawhappened

Takie:Whatdidyoudo?

Me:Ididnothing..Mywifestoppedbyyesterday



andherbrothercametofetchherandtherestis

selfexplanatory

Takie:Tellmemoreabouther

Me:She'sverybeautiful.Humble,kind,lovingand

caring.Shecaresmoreaboutothersthanshedoes

forherself,she'sagreatcook,hasasmilethatcan

brightenyourday.Smart,ambitious,strong,not

easilybrokenandjustamazing

Takie:Wow..Soareyougoingtofixitwithher?

Me:IloveherbutIwouldbeselfishifIwantedher

tostaywithmeaftereverythingthatIhavedoneto

her.Hardasitisbutshedeservesbetter,deserves

someonewhocanloveandappreciateherbetter

thanIdid.Withmeshe'llalwaysberemindedof

whatI'veputherthrough,I'vebrokenhertothecore.

WhatIdidisunforgivableandI'vebeenproudto

admitit

Takie:Soundshectic

Me:Itis..It'sveryhectic



SANDISIWE

Anele:Goodmorning

Me:Morning

Anele:Howareyou?

Me:I'mwellandyou?

Anele:I'mgood..Howwasyourweekend?

Me:Itwasgood..Yours?

Anele:Itwasgoodtoo..Ihaveastorywannatag

along?

Me:IwouldlovetoobutIhavetofinishmycolumn

Anele:Youcanfinishwhenwecomeback

Me:Yayouright,Ineedsomefreshair..Whatisit

about?

Anele:Heist...Happenedawhilebackweevenlate

Me:Nice..Soundsinteresting

Anele:Trustme,itis



Me:Thenwhatarewewaitingfor?Let'sgo

Anele:Let'sgo

GAVENORKHUMALO

Iheardaknockatthedoor...

Me:Comein

Thedooropened..

Warden:Gavenor

Me:Whatisit?

Warden:There'saninmatethathasvisitors

Me:So?

Warden:Theinmateisinsolitaryconfinement

Me:Again?So?

Therewassilenceforafewseconds..

Voice:Weweretoldthatwecan'tseehim,Itotally

understand.AllIwasaskingforwasforhimtobe



giventhisfoodthatwebroughtforhim

Imovedmyeyesfromthefiletothesoundofher

voice...

Her:Iapologizeifthisisinappropriate

Ilookedather..

Me:It'snotappropriateatall

ShewalkedupandputtheTupperwareonmytable..

Her:ThankyouforyourtimeSir,Godbless

Ilookedatherasshewalkeduptothedoor..

Me:Wait

Shestoppedandlookedatme..

Me:I'msurewecanmakeanexception,youlook

likeyouhavetraveledfromveryfartocomeand

seethisprisoner

Shesmiledatme..

Her:That'sverytrue.He'smybrotherandIhaven't

seenhimforaverylongtimebutthatisnoexcuse

tobendtherules



Me:PleaseIinsist

Her:Youareverykind..ThankyouSir

ItooktheTupperwareandwalkeduptoher..

Me:Whatishisname?

Her:MthetheleliKhuzwayo

Me:Let'sgoandseehim

Her:Thankyouverymuch

Iwalkedoutafterher..

Me:Warden..Mykeysplease

Warden:YesSir

.

Tobecontinued
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NONGCEBO

DrKhatriwasrunningabitlate,SliandIsatatthe



receptionwaitingforhim.Shewasreadingsome

magazinesandIwasonFacebookkeepingbusy.

Onlyafewminutesleftforhimtowalkin,

apparentlyhehadaproblemwithhiscarsohis

assistantinformedus..Asweweresittingthere

waiting,Kelsowalkedinwithsomegirl.

TosayIwasshockedwouldbeanunderstatement.

HelookedatmeandIlookedathim,thegirlturned

himsothattheycantalktotheassistant.Isatthere

confused,withalotofquestionsrunningthrough

mymind.Iknowthere'ssomethingcalleda

"coincidence"thiswasfarbeyondacoincidence.

Aftertheyweredonetalkingtotheassistant,they

wentandsatontheothercouchfacingus.Thegirl

tookoneofthemagazines,crossedherlegsand

pagedthrough.ToavoidfurtherawkwardnessI

wentbacktomyphone..

RACHEL(BANZA'SMOTHER)

Ihaven'tseenmyBrotherforyears,thelasttimeI



sawhimwasaftermyweddingday.WhenIwasset

togotomynewhome..

Thiswasfarbythebestmomentofmylife,words

can'tevenexplaintheemotionsthatwererunning

throughbothofus.Ievensawtearsfromhiseyes..

Mybrotherhasalwaysbeentrouble,hehasbeen

involvedinthelifeofcrime.Hewasdoingpetty

theft,muggingpeoplethenmovedtohousebreak-

ins.HewasluckythatmobJusticenevervisited

him..

Him:HauSisiumabathiizimangaazikhobazabe

bakhulumaamanga(iftheysaythere'snomiracles

thenthey'llbelying)

Me:Kuhleukukubona(It'sgoodtoseeyouagain)

Him:Wazewamuhledadewethu(youlookbeautiful)

Me:Ngiyabonga(Thankyou)

Him:Ngimangelenjebavumileukuthiungibone,

sibongeokhokho(I'msurprisedtheyallowedyouto

seeme,Ithanktheancestors)



Me:Usakhulumangokhokhoumshadowami

uphelile,ngibuyeleekhayanjeukuzovumaisipho

Sami(Speakingabouttheancestors,mymarriage

isover.Iambackathometoacceptmygift)

Him:Besekuyisoisikhathi(Itwasabouttime)

Me:Bekungakuhleukuthiubekhona(itwouldbe

niceifyouweregoingtobethere)

Him:Sizathiniisimosisi(Whatcanwesay,it'slife)

Me:KuhlenjeukuthiuRight(It'sgoodthatyouare

okay)

Him:Kuyancengeka(I'mtrying)

SANDISIWE

Wegottotheroadwheretheheisttookplace.They

haven'tremovedthecarthatcaughtfire,thetruck

wasstillthereandtracesofbloodwereheretoo..

Anele:Thesepeoplearepros

Me:Huh?



Anele:Theycausedthisaccident

Me:Really?

Henodded..

Me:Iwouldn'thaveknown,I'dthinkthatitwasjust

anormalaccident

AsAnelewastakingpictures,ablackclassycar

pulledup.Itparkedrightbehindthetruck.

Me:Whoisthat?

Anelestoodonhisfeet..

Anele:Idon'tknow,weabouttosee

Thedrivergotoutfirst.Hewasdressedinablack

suit.Hadanearpiece,heopenedthebackdoor

thenthiswhitegoodlookingmangotout.Hewas

wearingaflashysuittoo,onethatlookedtobe

speciallydesignedforhim.Hewasholdingacane,

thenhelimpedhiswaytous..Hewasgoodlooking

Iwon'tlie..

Him:Goodday

Us:Goodday



Him:MynameisAndreMartinez

Anele:MrMartinez

IlookedatAnele..

Andre:Whoareyou?

Anele:IamAnele,I'majournalist.Thisismy

colleagueSandisiwe

Hewalkeduptomeandstretchedouthishand.I

stretchedoutminetohimandhekissedit..

Andre:It'sapleasuretomeetyouSeñorita

Inodded..

Anele:Weareinvestigatingtheheistthathappened

here

Andre:Ofcourse

Andrelookedaround..

Andre:Alotofmoneywasstolen

Anele:Anyrelationtotheheist?

Andre:Allthemoneythatwasstolenismine

Anele:Isee



Me:Wherewasitgoing?

Andre:Tomyvolt

Me:Whathappenedtoabankaccount

Andre:IstoremymoneyeverywhereSeñorita

Anele:Anyideasonwhodidthis?Perhapsan

enemy?

Andre:Myfoesknowverywellnottomesswithme,

whoeverdidthisdoesn'tknowmeverywell

Me:Thatsoundslikeathreat

Andre:I'mafraidnot..ASeñorlikemedoesn'tdo

threats

Anele:Ihopeyoudon'tmindusbeinghere

Andre:Ofcoursenot,youaremainlydoingyourjob

Anele:Thankyou

Anelewentontotakepictures..

Andre:Howfaralongareyou?

Me:About7months

Andre:Kidsareveryprecious



Me:Youhavekidsofyourown?

Andre:NoIdon't

Me:Howcome?

Andre:It'sastoryforanotherdaySeñorita

Me:Ohw

Andre:IstheFatherpresent?

Me:Yesheis

Andre:LuckyareyouSeñorita,youmustbe

enjoyingyourpregnancy

Me:YesIam..Thankyou

NONGCEBO

DrKhatrifinallywalkedintodoawaywiththe

awkwardnessthatwasintheroom.Iwasvery

surprisedwithKelso'sactions.Heseemstonotbe

abletopullhispantsup.WhathappenedtoNeli?I

don'tunderstandhimatall.Can'thejustbesingle



andnowomaninvolvedinhislife?Doeshealways

needawomantovalidatehisdominancy?

Hisactionsaredisgusting,nowhewannaputthis

girlthroughwhatheputmethrough?

Theywereverycomfortablewitheachother.As

muchashewasdominantbutthisgirlbroughtout

thatsoftsidetohim.Thatplayfulness,thenotso

popularsmileandlaughter.Theywerevery

comfortablewitheachother..

Assistant:MrsNongceboBhembe,DrKhatriwillsee

younow

Igotup..

Sli:I'llwaitforyouhere

Me:Okay

Iwalkeduptohisoffice..

RACHEL(BANZA'SMOTHER)



TheGavenorwalkedin..

Gav:I'msorrybutthetimeisup

Brother:NgiyabongaSisiukuzakwakho(Thankyou

mySisterforcoming)

Me:Ngibonganjeukukubona(I'mhappythatIwas

abletoseeyou)

Brother:Kantinokudlabekumnandi,ibhodo

usalishaya(Thefoodwasdelicioustoo,youstill

knowhowtocook)

Me:Awwkantingizokulethelaokunye(Iwillbring

moreforyou)

Hegotupandwehugged..

Me:Uziphathekahle(takecareofyourself)

Brother:Ngizokwenzanjalo(Iwilldoso)

Webrokethehug..Mthethelelilookedatthe

Gavenor..

Brother:Ngiyabonga(Thankyou)



TheGavenornodded..

Iwasescortedout..

Gav:I'msorryifthisisgoingtosoundsomehow

but..Yourbrothercomplimentedyourcookingskills

Me:OhwyesIlovecooking

Gav:Weareshortstaffedatthekitchen,wehave

putoutapost.Weneedmorecooks,Idon'tknowif

youwouldliketocomeintoourkitchen

Me:Huh?

Gav:Wehadinmatesatthekitchenbutthenthey

wereabletosneakindrugshidethemwiththe

vegesthatgetdelivered,soIdecidedtohirepeople

fromoutsidethesewalls

Me:Idon'tknow..Ihaven'tbeentoprisonbefore,

thisplacelooksscary

Gav:Iunderstandbutknowthatyouwillbe

protected,I'llpersonallyseetoit

Webothlookedateachother..

Gav:Inthatwayyouwillbeabletoseeyourbrother



moreoften,that'sifyouwantthejob

Thingsaren'tlookingupathome.MyBrotherand

hiswifedon'thavegoodjobs.Metakingthisjobwill

helpusalotfinanciallyandBanzawon'tbethat

muchstrained.PlusIcansaveuptobuywhat's

neededformyceremony..

Me:Icangiveitatry

Gav:Thankyousomuch..Youcanstarttomorrow,

justbringinyourCVat8am

Me:I'lldothat..Thankyouverymuch,youarea

verykindman

Gav:Nothankyou

Therewasanawkwardsilence..

Me:GuessI'llseeyoutomorrowmorning

Gav:Yesplease,andthankyouagain

Ismiledathim..

TheWardencontinuedtoescortmeout..

.



Tobecontinued
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NONGCEBO

Dr:Shouldwepickupwhereweleftoff?

Me:CanIaskyousomething?

Dr:Youcanaskmeanything

Me:Whatismyhusbanddoinghere?

Dr:I'msorry?

Me:Myhusband,heissittingatthereception

Dr:Idon'tknowyourhusbandandIdon'tmake

appointments.Myassistanthasthatcovered

Me:OhwIsee

Dr:Doyouhaveaproblemwithhimbeinghere?

Me:NotentirelyIjust..I'msurprised.Kelsois,this

isnothistypeofthing.Therapyhe'swaytooproud

forthat



Dr:Doyouseetheproblemwiththat?

Me:No

Dr:Youclaimtoknowhimandinactualfactyou

don'tknowhim.Seethisisthesituation,youare

here.Thisisyoursessionbutyoufeeltheneedto

talkabouthim,that'sbecauseyourlifestillrevolves

aroundhim.Whydoyoufeeltheneedtobewitha

manforselfvalidation?

Me:Idon'tknow

Dr:Ifhewantsyouback,wouldyoutakehimback?

Me:HonestlyspeakingIhadanencounterwithhim

and..Ihaveneverseenhimsogenuine,sosincere,

soemotional.Apartofmewassoftenedbut

anotherpartofmecan'tforgetwhathedidtome

Dr:Whenwefirstdiscussedyourrelationshipwith

him,yousaidthatyougotwithhimbecauseyou

wererunningawayfromyourpreviousrelationship.

Itwasamatteroffindingstabilityandinthe

processyouendedupfallinginlovewithhim

Me:That'strue



Dr:Doyouunderstandwhyit'simportanttotakea

breakafteraseparation?

Me:Notreally

Dr:Whenyouhavebeenwithsomeoneespeciallyin

yourcase.Youeasilybecomeemotionally

dependenttothatperson.Whenyouseparatefrom

thatperson,youtakeabreaktofindyourselfagain.

Learntobeemotionallyindependentsothatwhen

yougetintoanotherrelationshipyouknowexactly

whoyouareandyouwon'trepeatthesame

mistakes.Takingtimetohealandgatheryourself

helpsyourmindtodetoxfromthatperson.You

learntofallinlovewithyouagain,learntoseeyour

worth.Onceyouhavelearnedtofallinlovewith

yourselfagainitwon'tbeeasyforyoutobestuckin

arelationshipthatistoxicforyou.There'speople

youforgiveandletgo,thenthere'speopleyou

forgiveandstillkeepinyourlife.Iamnotsaying

thathedoesn'tdeserveasecondchancebutthe

questionis,isheworththatsecondchance?That

nightyoualmostdiedbutDevinepowergaveyoua

secondchance.Asecondchancenottorepeatthe



samemistake,butasecondchancetorightyour

wrongsandlearnfromthepast.Peoplecomeinto

ourlivesfor2reasonsonly.Theyeitherablessing

oralesson.Hewasdefinitelyalesson,apainful

onetobemoreexact.Sothatwhenyouthinkof

goingbacktoyourpast,youwillthinkofthepain

youendured.Youdon'tneedtoliveinfearanymore,

yourstabilityisnotthreatenedanymore.Youhavea

familynowandyouwillalwayshaveahome.This

isthetimetofindyourself,fallinlovewithyourself

andworkonbuildingyourself.Ibetyouallthe

moneyintheworld,heisnothereforyou.Heis

hereforhimself,tofixhimselfsohebecomesa

betterpersonforhimselfandpossiblyforthenext

person.Ifyouandhimweremeanttobe,then

Devineselectionwillmakeithappeninit'sown

termsandnotyoursorhis.Don'tgothroughlife

waitingfortheoutcomeofyoutwogettingback

together,gothroughlifeandlearntoconqueralllife

strugglesonyourown.Thisisthetimeforyouto

connectwithyou,andnotthetimetoholdontothe

possibilityofyoutwogettingbacktogether.Youare

notarehabilitationcenterforabrokenmanandyou



cannotcontinuetomakeexcusesforhim.He

abusedyouandthatwashischoice.There'sno

excusenorjustificationintheworldthatwillmake

whathedidrightbecauseit'snotright.Youwere

notthetriggeryouwereavictim,andnowyouneed

toworkonhealingwhathebrokebecauseonlyyou,

canhelpyoutogetbetter.There'sasayingthat

says"Whenyouhelpingsomeone,don'ttryharder

thantheperson".Wecanonlydomuchbutmost

workhastocomefromyou.Onlyyouunderstand

howmuchdamagewasdone,andonlyyoucan

repairthatdamage.Youarenotavictimanymore,

youareasurvivor...

SANDISIWE

Asweweredrivingbacktotheoffice,Icouldn'tstop

thinkingaboutMrMartinez.Suchagentleman,very

humbleandknowsexactlyhowtoaddressa

woman.Hismannersareverycharming,his

mannersarerare.Iapplaudhimforthewaythathe



addressedme..

Me:Anele?

Anele:Yes?

Me:ItlookslikeyouknowabitaboutMrMartinez

Anele:HeistherichestItalianmaninSouthAfrica

everyoneknowsabouthim

Me:Idon't

Anele:Wellheownsaverysuccessfulhotel,heisa

memberofagroupknownastheDL(DarkLords)

theyveryrichMenfromallover.China,Tokyo,

France,Italy..Justtonameafew

Me:Whatisthegroupallabout?

Anele:Therewereaccusationsthattheysell

weaponstofundwarsandalsotheyrunasex

traffickingbusiness

Me:What?

Anele:Neverbeenexposedbecausethere'sno

proof,theyhidetheirdirtybusinessverywell.This

heistismessythat'swhyAndrecamethrough,it



hascreatedalotofmessforthemandhewillbe

comingforrevengeforthoseinvolved

Me:Soundsdangerous

Anele:Itis

Me:Ifit'slikethat,whydidheallowyoutorunthe

story?

Anele:Andreistricky,there'sabitofabenefiting

purposethatthisarticlemightdoforhim

Me:Isee

Anele:Weneedtobeverycareful

Me:Itlooksthatway

SOLE

Scorpionstoppedbytocomeandseeme,it'sbeen

aminutesinceIlastsawhim...

Scorp:Homeboyhasn'tcomeforyourlife?

Me:No..Howisyoursisterdoing?



Scorp:She's..She'sfuckingupbigtimeshe'sstill

hunguponhim

Me:Giveittimeandgivehimtime

Myphonerang,itwasaprivatenumber.Ipickedup..

Me:Hello?

Voice:Thatmoneyyouandyourfriendsstole,you

didn'tstealfromCosaNastro.Youstolefromme!

Didheputyouuptothis?Thatmoneywasa

paymentfromhimtome

Me:Whoisthis?

Voice:SeñorIwantmymoneybackwithimmediate

effect

Hehungup..

Scorp:Whowasthat?

Me:I'mnotsure

Scorp:Whatdidthepersonsay?

Me:Hewantshismoneybackthatwestolefrom

him



Scorp:Hemustkickrocks!He'snotgetting

anythingfromus

Me:Howdidheknowitwasus?

Scorp:Idon'tknowprettymuchdon'tcare

Me:Thisdoesn'tmakesenseanditdoesn'tfeel

right,wemighthaveopenedacanofworms

NONGCEBO

DrKhatrisaidamouthful,basicallyhisfirsttime

sayingmorethan3words.Hegavemealottothink

about..Iwalkedoutofhisoffice

Me:Thankyoualot

Dr:Iwillseeyouin2daystimeforournextsession

IwalkeduptoSliandtriedmybesttoavoidKelso

andhisgirlfriend..

Sli:Howwasit?

Me:Itwasgood..Ienjoyedtoday'ssession



Sli:I'mgladyoudid

Me:Weshouldgo

Sligotupandwewalkedaway..

Voice:Nongcebo

Istoppedandturnedback,itwasthegirlthatKelso

camewith.HehadwalkedintoDrKhatri'soffice..

Shewalkeduptome..

Her:MynameisTakie,Kelso'sSisterorhalfsister

Me:Ohw

Takie:I'vehadalotaboutyou,andI'mpleasedto

meetyou

Me:I'mpleasedtomeetyoutoo

Takie:I'msorryifthiswholesituationcaughtyou

offguardormadeyoufeeluncomfortable

Me:It'sokay..Ican'tchoosewhoDrKhatrisees

Takie:Idon'tknowmyBrotherthatwellbut..Heis

reallytryingandhefeelshorribleaboutwhathedid

toyou,I'mnotjustifyinghisactionsallI'masking



forisforyoutoforgivehim.Ifyoucanforgivehim

hewillfindthestrengthtomoveonfromthis

Me:Iadmirewhatyoudoingbut..Whathappenedis

betweenMeandhim,Iwouldlikeittoremainlike

that

Shenodded..

Takie:Totally..I'mtrulysorryifIcameacrossas

rude

Me:It'sokay..Enjoytherestofyourday

Takie:Youtoo

KELSO

Thiswasnewtome,honestlyspeakingifitwasn't

forwhatIdidtoNongceboIwouldn'tevenconsider

doingthis..Ihavealwaysfrownedupontherapy,

I'vealwaysseenitasawasteoftimeandmoney..

Dr:IamDrKhatri

Me:Kelso



Dr:BeforewestartIbelievethatyouawareofyour

wifebeingmypatienttoo.Ishallnotdiscussher

withyouorwhatgoesdowninoursessions.You

aremainlyhereforyouandnottointerrogateme

aboutyourwife

Me:Understood

Dr:Whatbringsyouhere?

Me:HonestlyspeakingIdon'tknow

Dr:Whathappenedthatyoufelttheneedtoseek

therapy?

Me:I..Iabusedmywife,Iknowshe'sofflimitsbut..

I'mherebecauseofwhathappenedbetweenus

afterrealizingwhatIdidtoherI'mafraidthatI

mightdoitagainmaybetosomeoneelse

Dr:Whatangeredyousomuchthatyoufeltthe

needtoactinaviolentmannertowardsyourwife?

Me:Falsecheatingaccusations.Whenthat

situationcameaboutIrememberedwhathappened

betweenmyparents,howmyMotherleftmyfather

foranothermanandhowthatwashappeningtome



Dr:Abusingherwhatwasthegoalexactly?To

captureherintostayingwithyoubyfear?

Me:Iactuallywantedtobreakher,breakherfor

anotherguytocome.Iwantedtomakehernotfall

inloveeveragainandtoseemendifferently.See

themasmonsters

Dr:Whatchanged?

Me:Alotchanged.IsawhowmuchdamageI've

caused.Ididn'tunderstandhowIcouldsaythatI

lovedherandyetdothattoher

Dr:Whatwasgoingthroughyourmindasyoudid

that?

Me:Idon'tknow..IwantedtokillherIguess

Dr:Tellmeaboutyourchildhoodandhowitwaslike

Thiswasgoingtobealongasssession..

.

Tobecontinued

[08/24,13:43] :103



NONGCEBO

[AMONTHLATER]

IcansaythatIwasinagoodspacenow.Ihave

startedgoingtochurchmoreespeciallyaftermy

cleansingwithManto.Shetoldmeeverythingthat

Makhathini'sfamilydidtome,thespiritualhusband

thing.Itreallygottome,Iwasshockedandhurt

thattheywouldresorttosomethingsosinisterlike

this.Mantobrokethespiritualmarriage,wehada

rivercleansingfollowedbya7daysfastingand

prayer.SincemycleansingIhaven'tlookedback,I

amaregularatchurchnowandIprayharderthanI

havepreviously.

Shealsogavemewaterthansheprayedforand

somebathingsaltsandalavenderoilthatIhave

beenmixingwithmybath.Iprayinthemorning,

thenbeforeIsleepandat12amor3am.Wehave

becomesomewhatofgoodfriendsnow,Icallher

myguardianangelbecauseshe'sveryspiritually

matureandIcanlearnalotfromher.Shechanged



mymindontraditionalhealing,wespokeagreat

dealaboutthatandIhavesofteneduptothatpart

oflife.KnowingthatmyMotherhasbeenfighting

formebeyondthegraveitmademechangemy

mindaboutancestors.

MyFatherhaspurposedthatweshouldgotoKzn

soIcanbetakentomyancestorsgraves,letthem

knowaboutme.Thatisthelaststeptoeverything..

Ihaveajobnow,thankstoSliwhoknewafew

contactsinherfield.Iworkatapediatricianclinic,

saiditwoulddomegoodsinceIwanttobecomea

socialworker.

Ienjoymyjobsofar,workingwithKidsbringsme

joyanditalwaysbrightensmyday

KELSO

DrKhatrichangedmyperspectiveontherapy,With

thesessionsI'vebeenhavingwithhimIrealized



thattherapyisnotasbadasIthoughtitwouldbe.

HelpedmetocontrolmyAnger,andchannelitin

therightway.He'sreallygoodatwhathedoesno

wonderheissoexpensiveandcomesoffhighly

recommended..

NongceboandIwehaven'tbeenincommunication

eversincethattimeshecametomyhouse,Iam

learningtolivewithhowthingsarebetweenus.

Givingherthespacethatsheneeds,andfocusing

onmyself..Powersofteneduptomeandallowed

metostartseeingHakeemsinceshelearnedthatI

wasgoingtotherapyandseeingthatfinancially

thingsweren'tgoingwell.IfinallytookupStallion

onhisofferofworkingwiththeItalians,somethingI

didn'twannadobutthisistheonlylifethatIknow.

Can'tgetamerejobwhenIdroppedoutingrade10,

notforgettingmyminorcriminalrecord.There'sno

wayanyemployerintheirrightmindwould

considerhiringme...

"Blackgirlwithabigbooty



Ifsheabadbitch,let'sgettoit(rightaway)

Weupinthisclub

Bringmethebottles

Iknowgirl,thatyoucameinthisbitchwithyour

man

That'sano-nogirl

Allthismoneyintheair

Iwannaseeyoudance"

Hakeemthrewhispacifieragainstthefront

passengerseat..

Me:Whatswrongwithyou?

Herubbedhiseyesandstartedcrying..

Ipulledover.IwastakinghimtotheDr,hehasflu.

Powercouldn'tdoitsinceshehasaninterviewthis

morning..

Igotoutofthecarandwenttocheckuponhim,I

tookhisbottleandgaveittohim.Iheardhedidn't

sleepmuchlastnighthewasverycongested,sohe

mightbefeelingsomewhatsleepy...



SANDISIWE

MycolumncametoanendsinceIwasofficially8

monthspregnantnow.Ithoughttheywouldgiveme

amaternityleaveandI'llgobackaftergivingbirth,

butmybossdecidedotherwise.Ihadagoodtime

withthem,Ireallyenjoyedwritingfortheir

newspaper.Nowit'stimeIthoroughlyfocusonmy

soontocomelabourandprepareformybaby.That

morningIwasoutshoppingwithSoleforsome

babythings,weneededababycottoo..

Me:HowdoyoufeelaboutintroducingNathanto

yourfamilythiscomingweekend?

Sole:Iamokaywithit,it'sabouttime

IhavebecomeveryclosewithNathanheisa

wonderfulkid..

Sole:Watchyourstep

Me:I'mhappythatyouhavedecidedtogiveyour

familyanotherchance



Sole:I'mnotgivingthemanotherchanceI'mjust

introducingNathantothem

Me:Areyouevergoingtoforgivethem?

Sole:No..Never

Me:Youreallyknowhowtoholdagrudge

snowflake

Sole:I'mnotholdingagrudgeI'vesurvivedwithout

themsomysurvivingwithoutthemforallthose

years,itprovedtomethatIdon'tneedthem

Me:That'ssadbecausetheyreallynicepeople

Sole:Theynotbadpeople

Hisphonerang,helookedatit...

Sole:Ihavetotakethis

Hewalkedaway.IamverysuspiciousthatSole

mightbedribblingmehereandthere.I'mjustnot

verysureyetbuthe'sbeenactingverystrange

latelyandIhopeit'sjustbusinessashesays

becauseifheisindeeddribblingme.Iwillleavehim

withouteventhinkingtwice...



BANZA

NongceboandIwehavestartedcommunicating

again.Shesurprisedmebygivingmefull

ownershipofthetaxisthatMakhathinileftforher.

Shesaidshewantsnothingthat'sgoingtoconnect

herwiththem.Shesignedthehouseofftothem

andthetaxisshesignedthemtome.Mantotoldme

nottoworryaboutthemdoinganythingtome,

especiallysinceIhaveastrongancestorandnow

thatmyMotherhasfullyacceptedhergift.Iamso

veryproudofherforallthechangesthatshehas

made.Hertraditionalceremonywentwell,shewent

totherivertoconnectwithherancestors.Shehasa

jobandsofarshe'sdoingchurchconsultations

sincesheisaProphet.Igotochurchwithherevery

Sunday,shewasledtoachurchthatfullyaccepted

herofwhichhappenstobeManto'schurchtoo.I

haveneverseenherthishappyandthismuchat

peacewithhernewlife.Herhealthhasbeen

restoredbacktoher,shehasn'tbeensickeversince



shedidthis..

Allmytaxiswereontheroadthismorning,Ihireda

fewtrusteddriversandinsteadofjustsittingand

beingataxiowner,Iamontheroadtoodrivingone

ofthetaxisthatIown.

Thisisanewleafforme,abetteroneforthat

matter.IcannowbudgetforLobolaandIcanhelp

extendmyGrandmother'shouse.MyUncleandhis

wifedidtheunthinkable,theymademethe

benefiaryofthehousesincetheyneverhadkidsof

theirown.TheysaidmyGrandmotherwouldwantit

thatway.

Theygoodpeople,mymother'sfamilytheyamazing

people..

Thevideocallconnected,sheanswered..

Me:Hey

Nongcebo:Hey

Me:Lookatyou,inyourscrubsasanassistant

Nongcebo:WhatcanIsay



Me:Youlookgood

Nongcebo:Youdon'tlookbadeither,Icanseethat

youevengainingsomeweightresultsofhaving

money

Ilaughed...

Me:Don'tplaywithme..IhopeI'mnotdisturbing

you

Nongcebo:NotexactlyIjustarrivedatwork

Me:Okay...Wantedtotalktoyouaboutsomething

Nongcebo:Whatisit?

Me:IthinkyourFatherandmyMothersomethingis

goingonwiththem

Nongcebo:Youdon'tsay,Ididsuspect

Me:Ihavesuspectedforawhilenowjustwantedto

besure

Nongcebo:Basicallywemightbestepsiblingssoon

Me:Looksthatway

Nongcebo:NotinamillionyearsdidIthinkthiswas



goingtohappen

Me:Tellmeaboutit

Nongcebo:LetmegoI'llcallyoulater

Me:Sharpenjoyyourday

Nongcebo:Youtoo

RACHEL(BANZA'SMOTHER)

KhumalostoodupwhenIwalkedintohisoffice...

Me:Youdon'thavetogetup

Him:Aprophetessjustwalkedintomyofficehow

canInotshowrespectbystandingup?

Me:Youarealwaysoverexaggerating(laughing)

Him:MayIsayyoulookverylovelythismorning

MaK

Me:Thankyou

Hewalkeduptomeandkissedme..



Him:NowI'mevenafraidtosendyououtthereina

roomfullofthosemen

Me:I'vebeendoingitforawhile,andtheyvery

respectful

Him:Theyhavetoo,iftheyknowwhat'sgoodfor

them

Iputmyhandsonhischest..

Me:Iamfilingfordivorce

Him:Howdoyoufeelaboutthat?

Me:Good...It'stimeIcompletelyletmypastbe

Him:Haveyoutalkedtohimaboutit?

Me:No..Notyet,hehasbeencallingbut...

Him:Shouldwechangeyournumbers?

Me:Iwasthinkingaboutthattooafterthewhole

divorcehasbeenfinalized

Him:Ican'twaitforyoutobefinallydivorced,it's

likeI'mhavinganaffairwithamarriedwoman

Ihithimonhischest..



Me:Stopit..Mymarriagewaslongover

Him:Goodforme,Istilldon'tunderstandhowhelet

goofsuchanamazingwoman

Me:It'slifewhatcanwesay?

Hekissedmeagainandthedooropened,webroke

thekiss..

Khumalo:Whathappened?

Voice:Ohwshit!

IturnedanditwashisSon,heshowedmepictures

ofhischildren..

Khumalo:MannersLindo

Lindo:Ididn'tthinkyouhadawomaninherePops,

Tieatthedoorplease

Helookedatme..

Lindo:Abeautifulwomanforthatmatter

Khumalo:ThisismydisrespectfulSonLindo,Lindo

thisMakhuzwayo..MaK

Lindo:LadyK



Me:It'snicetomeetyou

Lindo:Thepleasureisallmine,betweenyouand

meIdidn'tthinkofhavingsuchabeautifuland

youngstepmother

Me:I'mnotallyoungmyFirstbornis27

Lindo:Youmust'vehadhimwhenyouwerewhat?

13?12?

Ilaughed..

Me:Aren'tyoucharming?

Lindo:Ithappens

Me:Ishouldgobacktowork

Khumalo:I'llcomeandcheckuponyou

Me:ItwaslovelymeetingyouLindo

Lindo:Itwaslovelymeetingyoutoo

Iwalkedtothedoor..

Lindo:Yougoingtoallowthattowalkoutofhereto

thepresenceofallthosehungryMen?

Khumalo:Shutup!Whatareyouevendoinghere?



NONGCEBO

DrZondowalkedin..

Him:Goodmorning

Me:Goodmorning

Him:Thosescrubslookgoodonyou

Me:Thankyou

Heputhisthingsonthetable..

Him:Howwasyourweekend?

Me:Itwasnice...Yours?

Him:Itwasnicetoo...Iwentbiking

Me:Soundsextreme

Him:Ienjoythatsportverywell

Me:WellIhopeyoudidn'thurtyourself

Him:Notatall

Heputonhiscoat..



Me:Areyouready?

Him:Yes..Bringonthefirstpatient

Iwalkedoutofhisoffice,DrBritswalkedoutofhis

surgery..

Him:Goodmorning

Me:Morning

Him:Aren'tyousupposedtobeworkingwithme

today?

Me:Isn'tittomorrow?

Him:Noit'stoday

Me:Whenareyougettinganassistantagain?

Him:I'mstillsearching

Me:TalktoZondo

Him:Ithoughtyouweregoingtotalktohim,Ihave

alotofpatientstoday

Me:Iknowbuttalktohimthatyouborrowingme

fortheday

Him:Ishein



Me:Yes

Hewalkedintohisoffice,IwenttoMichellatthe

reception..

Michell:Theyfightingforyouagain?

Me:Britshastogetanassistant

Michell:Britsisstingy,hewouldratheruseyouand

payyouhalfofwhathewasgoingtopayan

assistant

Me:IneedcoffeebeforeIgocrazy

Michell:Iwasgoingtomakeone,holdthereception

formeI'llbringyouacup

Me:Thankyou

ThedooropenedandKelsowalkedinwithHakeem

inhisarms..

Michell:Mymymywhoisthat?

IreallythoughtthatIwasnevergoingtoseehim

again,especiallysinceoursessionsarenolonger

thesamedayanymore..Hewalkeduptous,didn't

evenseemshockedtome..



Him:GoodmorningLadies

Michell:Goodmorning

Helookedatme..

Him:MrsKB

Me:Goodmorning

Him:I'vebroughtinmylittleMan

IlookedatMichell..

Me:Mich

Mich:Ohwyes..Isithisfirsttime

Him:Yes..Someonerecommendedthisclinicfor

me

Mich:Youareintherightplace

Kelsosmiled,Michlookedatme..

Mich:Andhehasdimplestoo(whispering)

Kelso:Iheardthatyouknow

Mich:Iwasn'tgossiping

Kelso:Soyousay



Mich:Wealthgomakeussomecoffee

Me:Ithoughtyouweremakingit

Mich:Ihaveapatientnow

Me:Ohw...I'llgoandmakeuscoffee

Kelso:CanIgetonetoo?

Me:StaffonlyI'msorry

Kelso:That'ssad

Me:Iguessso

Iwalkedaway..

Mich:youcanhavemine

Kelso:Noit'scool..Thankyou

.
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NONGCEBO



MichellgavemeHakeem'sfile.IlookedatKelsohe

washoldingHakeemwhowassleepingonhis

chestandhewasbusyonhisphone..

Me:Kelso

Hemovedhiseyesfromhisphoneandlookedat

me..

Me:DrZondowillseeyounow

Hegotupandmadehiswaytome..

Kelso:"DrZondowillseeyounow"aveuSerious

MrsKB

Me:Iamatwork

Kelso:NoIunderstand,andI'mveryproudofyou

Irolledmyeyes..

Kelso:AwuyekeNongcebo(stopit)untilyoufilefor

divorceyouandIarestillverymuchmarried

Me:Thankyouforremindingme,Ievenforgot

aboutthat..I'llsendthedivorcepaperssoon



Hechuckled..

Kelso:Wenotgettingadivorcewenotgoingtobe

anotherstatisticofafailedmarriage.Wegoingto

makethisworkbecausewearebetterpeoplenow

Me:DrZondoiswaiting

Kelso:Afteryou

Iwalkedinfirstandhefollowedme..

Kelso:I'mgoodwiththeseparationbutcanwedoa

stringsattachedseparation?

WemadeourwayinandIhandedDrZondo

Hakeem'sfile...

DrZondo:Istillcan'tbelieveBritswantstosteal

youfromme

Me:Ialsoenjoythedentaldepartment

DrZondo:Ithoughtourdepartmentisgood

Me:ItisbutIcanworkforbothofyou

DrZondo:Hehastohireanewassistant

Kelsoclearedhisthroat..



DrZondo:I'msorryaboutthatjustthat..My

colleaguewantstostealmyassistant

Kelso:WellIdon'tblametheotherDrmywifehas

thateffect

DrZondolookedathim..

Kelso:Ohwshedidn'tsay

Kelsolookedatme..

Kelso:Areyouanashamedmarriedwoman?

Me:AmIrequiredtostayinforthisconsultation?

Kelso:Yes

DrZondo:NoyoucangoandhelpBrits

Me:Thankyou

Kelso:Iloveyouhoney

Iopenedthedoorandwalkedout..

Mich:Pssssgetoverher

Iwalkeduptoher..

Mich:Whyyounevertoldmethatyoumarried?



Me:Iamnotaproudmarriedwoman

Mich:What?MarriedtothatI'dbeflauntingmyring

everywhere

Me:IhavetogoandseeifBritsneedhelp

Mich:Westillgoingtotalkgirlfriend

RACHEL(BANZA'SMOTHER)

Idothebreakfastandafternoonshift,Iammore

settledwiththat.Workingatnightcanbetiring..My

brotherisoutofSolitaryIhopenowhewillstayout

oftrouble..

Iwalkeduptohimastheotherinmatesstarted

whistling..Istoodathistable..

Me:Sanibonani(greetings)

Theygreetedback..

Me:Ngingahlala?(CanIsitdown)

Theyalllookedatme,Mthethelelimadespacefor



me.Isatnexttohim..

Me:Unjani?(howareyou)

Him:Ngirightwena?(I'mwellandhowareyou)

Me:Ngiright

Ilookedattheotherinmates..

Me:Ninjani?(Howareyou)

Inmate1:Si..Sikhonamysister

Theyfeltabituncomfortablewithmearound..

Mthetheleli:Don'tworryukuthiit'snoteverydaywe

getsomeonewhoisnotwithinthesewallsbethis

nicetous

Inmate2:Iqinisolelo(That'sthetruth)

Inmate2:MySisterkuyashoukuthikhonaomusha

eKitchen(Itshowsthatthere'sanewpersoninthe

kitchen)

Inmate4:SesiphuzanamaorangejuiceBafo(We

nowdrinkingorangejuice)

Theyalllaughed..



Me:Ngibongamanidlakahle,ukuthinilaakusho

ukuthimeleniphathwenjengezilwane(Iamhappy

thatyouguysareeatingwell,beingheredoesn't

meanthatyouareanimals)

Ilookedatthe5thinmatethatwasatthetable,he

wasawfullyquiet..

Me:Sawubona

Helookedatme..

Inmate5:Suster

IlookedathimandimmediatelyIgotavisionabout

him..

Me:Akufaneleukuthiubela(Younotsupposedto

behere)

Hiseyeswidened..

Me:Whereyoufalselyaccusedofrape?

Everyoneatthetablewentquiet..

Me:Iunderstandthatitwasconsensualbutshe

turnedonyou,thisladyshedidthistospiteyou

right?Abitterexthatdidn'ttakeyoumovingonwell?



Inmate2:Wazikanjani?(Howdidyouknow)

Thewholeroomwentquiet..

Inmate3:WangenauKhumalo,uBhubesi(Khumalo

justwalkedin)

Ilookedaroundandeveryonewasquietfocusing

ontheirfood..

IlookedatKhumaloandtwoWardens.Heranhis

eyearoundandthenhespottedus,thenhemade

hiswaytoourtable..

Khumalo:Kwenzakalanila?(what'sgoingonhere)

Theyallwentquiet..

Voice:MakunyiweBhubesi

Me:I..Ijustthoughtofholdingaconversationwith

theinmates

Khumalo:Isee..

Weallstillremainedquiet..

Me:Souhm..Gentsareyouenjoyingyourfood?

Khumalo:Yatheconversationisovernow,comeon



bringitup

Me:But..

Khumalo:Younotsupposedtobeonthisside,you

supposedtobeontheotherside

IlookedateveryonethenIstoodup.Istarted

walkingawaywitheveryonelookingatme..

Khumalo:IfIhearsomuchasawhistleorasly

comment,Solitaryfor2weekswithoutfood

Theyallkeptquiet..

Khumalo:Good!

Iwentbacktomystation...

Helookedatthemandthenwalkedoutwiththe

wardens,everyonewentbacktotheir

conversations..

SANDISIWE

Iheardtheshowerwaterrunning,Islowlygotup



fromthecouchandtookhisphonefromthetable.I

putonthepasswordbutthepasswordwaswrong.

Sohechangedit,hechangedhispassword.Hehad

awhatsappmessagefromWilsonia,theinfamous

Coco.Icouldn'treaditsinceIcouldn'tunlockhis

phone..Iputitbackandwenttositdownonthe

couch.ItookmyphoneandcalledmyAunt...

Gert:Siwe

Me:Areyoubusy?

Gert:Notatallwhy?

Me:Iamalmostclosetogivingbirth,wantedtosee

ifIcanmoveinwithyouguysafterIhavegiven

birth

Gert:Youdon'tevenhavetoask,ofcourseyoucan

moveinwithus.TakieandIwillhelpyouwiththe

baby

Me:Thankyou

Gert:Areyouokaythough?

Me:YesI'mgood..Justcan'twaittogivebirth

Gert:Icanimagine



Iheardthewaterstopping..

Me:I'lltalktoyouagainsometime

Gert:OkaySiwetakecare

Me:Okaybye

AfterafewminutesSolewalkedoutwithonlya

towelwrappedaroundhiswetlowerbody..Hishair

wasalsowet.Hesmiledatmeandthentookhis

phonefromthetable.

Me:SnowflakecanIuseyourphoneforawhile?

Sole:Yes

Hehandedittome..

Me:Thankyou

ThefirstthingIdidwastogotohiswhatsapp.I

openedhisconversationwithCoco,herlatest

messagewasn'treadasyet.

Therewasnothingofaredflagintheir

conversations.Justhersendinghimpicturesof

Nathanandvideos.Hedoesn'tevenreplytothe



picturesandvideos.Icheckedandhetalksmostly

withScorpionandhisBrother.

IwentonFacebook,stilltherewasn'tanyredflags.

Hissocialmediawasclean..

Sole:Foundwhatyouwerelookingfor?

Me:Yes..Thankyou

Ihandedhimbackhisphone..

Hewalkedbacktothebedroom,Iclosedmyeyes

andletoutabreath..

Me:I'mnotcrazy..Heischeating,somehowIjust

havetobesmarterthanhim

SIPHOSETHU(THENURSE)

AftergettingatextfromLindo,Itookmybagand

informedmycolleaguesthatIwasgoingoutfor

lunch.Iwalkedoutofthehospitalandhewas

standingattheentrance..Heputhisphoneaway..

Lindo:Andhereshecomes



Me:Don'tstart

Lindo:Youlooktiredalready

Me:Ican'twaitfor19:00

Heputhisarmaroundmywaistandkissedme..

Me:Thebullettraditionwasstillgoingon.Hesends

meabulletstraighttomyhouseeverymorningat

6am.Ihavealotofbulletsnow,it'scrazybecauseI

don'tevenhaveagun.Westartedwalkingtohis

car...

Hekeptonwalkingonmypathmakingmetobump

intohim..

Me:Stopit(laughing)

Lindo:WhatshouldIdowhenyouallovertheplace?

Me:Youwalkingonmypath

Lindo:Please..Iknowyouownthehospitalyou

don'thavetomakeitcrystalclear

Ipushedhim..

Lindo:Andwheredowereportwhatjusthappened?



Me:Stopit..Youcrazy!

Mostofthetimerelationshipstendtobeachore

andstressful.Lindomakesourrelationshipfun,he

isloving,crazyandmakesbeinginarelationship

veryeasy.There'sgoodandhealthycommunication

betweenusandthegoldenruleistonevergotobed

angryateachother.Hehatesitwithallhisheart

whenthere'snocommunicationbetweenus,no

matterhowangryIamathimhewillannoymeuntil

Igiveinandstarttalkingtohim..Hedoesn'tlike

silenttreatmentatall..

Lindo:Iwasthinking..Maybeyoucancomeoverat

myhousefordinnertonightyouknowmeetthe

family.Ithinkit'stimenow

Me:I'dlovetoo

Lindo:ThatwaseasierthanIthought

Me:WaityouwereexpectingmetosayNo?

Lindo:Pleasedon'tsaythat...Thankyoufor

acceptingtheinvitation

HeopenedthedoorformeandIgotin..



NONGCEBO

Weheardaknockatthedoor..

Brits:Comein

ThedooropenedandMichwalkedin...

Mich:Husbandwantstosaygoodbye

Me:I'mbusy

Brits:Yourhusbandisaround

Isighed...

Brits:GoonthenandsayGoodbye

Me:I'mbusy

Brits:I'mstilldoingtheexaminationandcharting,

goonIrespectmarriages.IfmywifecameIwould

literallyexcusemyselfforafewsecondsorso

Me:I'llberightback

Iwalkedoutofthesurgery,hewasstandingatthe

door.Imademywaytohimandhewalkedout.I



followedhimuptohiscar..

Me:KelsoI'mworking

Kelso:Wejustwantedtosaygoodbyethat'sall,it

wasgoodseeingyou

Me:Goodbye

Hepulledmeclosertohimwithhisotherhand..

Kelso:Idon'tknowwhereyougetthatfrombut

that'snotevenclosetohowyousaygoodbyeto

yourhusband

Hekissedmeunexpectedly...

Heranhishandupmyarm...

Kelso:That'showyousaygoodbye

Iopenedmyeyesandlookedathim..

Kelso:Enjoyyourday..IloveyouSkat

Hekissedagainbeforewalkinguptohiscar.

.

Tobecontinued



ThisinsertwassponsoredbyInganathi.

Pleaseclickthelinkbelowtoleaveavoteforheron

themissSAteencompetition

https://pageantvote.es/pageants/2741/contestants

/18101?fbclid=IwAR0G2H3kn7RLB9tvUl_OiTgJNQ

UkDcA1ONjvy3eQYCqP0OaA-o5dIalcpS0

[08/24,13:44] :105

KELSO

SeeingmySonthatsicksomethingdeepinsideof

memoved.Thewayhestruggledwithbreathing

throughhisnoseandcan'tevenfeedoffwellfrom

hisbottlebecausethat'stheonlyplacethathecan

managetobreaththrough.Ithoughtthesalinenose

dropswould'vekickedinalreadybuthewasstill

congested..

Grams:Howishe?



Me:Iamhopingthatthemedswillkickinsoon

Grams:I'msuretheywillatleastnowheisresting

Me:GuesswhoIsawattheclinic?

Grams:Who?

Me:Nongceboshe'sworkingthere

Grams:That'snice,she'sreallyturningherlife

around

Me:Shais..I'mveryproudofherdespitewhatshe's

beenthroughshedidn'tallowherpaintotakeover

Grams:Youtoldmewhathappenedandyou

couldn'thaveknownabouthercurse,I'mnot

justifyingwhatyoudid

Me:Curseornocurse,Ishould'veknownthatmy

wifewastellingthetruth.Sheendeduplyingand

tellingmewhatIneededtohearbecauseshefeared

forherlifewhichisthemainreasonIthinkthatshe

wouldbebetteroffwithsomeoneelsebutatthe

sametimeIdon'twantherbeingwithsomeoneelse.

Iwanthertogivemeonelastchancetoprove

myselftoherthatIamcapableoflovingherthe



waythatshewantstobeloved,thoughIdon't

wannapushher

Grams:Iunderstand...I'mjusthappythatyou

decidedtoseekhelp,youowneduptoyour

mistakes

Weheardaknockatthedoor..

Me:I'llgetthat

Iwalkedtothekitchentogetthedooranditwas

Neli....

Me:Whatareyoudoinghere?

Neli:Youhaveblockedmefromsocialmedia,you

haveblockedmycallsandIdon'thaveawayto

contactyou

Isteppedoutandclosedthedoor..

Me:MaybeIdidthatforareason

Neli:IampregnantKelso!Didyougetthatmessage?

Me:YesIdid

Neli:Andyoustillignoredme?



Me:HowdoIevenknowthatit'smine?

Neli:Areyouserious?

Me:LookIamfixingthingswithmywifeand...

Neli:Yourwife?Nowshe'syourwife?Afterhow

you'vetreatedher?Afterallthepromisesyoumade

tome?

Me:Youdidn'tthinkthatitwasallrealright?

Neli:Youwerestringingmealongandthe

unfortunatepartisthatIfellforit,Ifellforyou!

Me:That'sbullshitNeli!Youfellforitbecauseyou

werebenefitingfromme

Neli:Really?Andyouweren'tusingme?

Me:YesIdiduseyoutohurtmywifeandyoumade

iteasyformetouseyoubecauseyouplayedalong

verywell,howdoyouagreetohavesexwitha

marriedmaninthepresenceofhiswife?Howdo

youfinditcomfortableseeinganotherwoman

beingtreatedlikethatandnoteventhinkingthat

onedayitcouldbeyou?Howdoyoufindpleasure

inanotherwoman'spain?Iwasajerkbutyouarea



womanandyoushould'veknownbetterthantoplay

alonginbreakinganotherwoman

Sheslappedmeacrosstheface.Sheslappedme

again,andImanagedtoholdherhandasshetried

toslapmeagain..

Me:Stopit!That'senough

Neli:YouareabastardandI'mgladsheleftyou!

Me:After9monthswhenthebabyisbornwewill

doapaternitytestandifit'smineI'lltakefull

responsibilityifit'snotthenyouonyourown.For

now,Idon'toweyouanything.

Verstaan?(understand)

Neli:Letgoofmyhand!

Iletgoofherhand...

Neli:You'llbeverysorrythatyoumessedwithme

Me:Thetimeyougoingtouseonrevengeshould

bethetimeyouusetobetteryourlife!

Neli:FuckyouKelso!

Shewalkedaway..



Me:Bye!

NONGCEBO

Ihadanunexpectedvisitor,itwasPower.Westill

keepincontact...

Power:Lookatyou

Me:No..Lookatyou

Wehugged..

Power:Youlookgreat

Me:Thankyou,andsodoyou

Power:I'mactuallyfromaninterview

Me:That'sgreat..Howdiditgo?

Sheshruggedhershoulders..

Power:Wewillsee

Me:Ihopeyoudogetthejob

Power:YaIhopesotoo



Me:It'sreallynicetoseeyou

Power:It'sniceseeingyoutoo..Youlooklikeyou

doingwellforyourself

Me:YaaI'mtrying

Power:SohaveyouspokentoKelso?

Me:Actuallyhewashereearlieron,hebrought

Hakeem

Power:Ithoughthewasgoingtotakahimtothe

familyDr

Me:Wellhewashere

Power:Thatmaniscrazyaboutyou,I'msurehe

searchedyouupandcame

Me:Whatcanwesay..KelsowillalwaysbeKelso

Power:Actuallyheseemsabithumblenow,it's

evenscarybecausethat'ssonotlikehim

Me:Hehasevenstartedattendingtherapy

Power:Hetoldme,I'msurprised.Seemslikethe

littleboyinhimisfinallygrowingup



Me:Itseemssohey

Power:Areyouthinkingoftakinghimback?

Me:Ihaven'tthoughtthatfar

Power:Whathedidwasunforgivablebutit'smy

firsttimeactuallyseeinghiminlove

Me:Kelsodoesn'tknowthemeaningoflove

Power:Hejustdoesn'tknowhowtoloveright,and

youdeservesomeonewhoisgoingtoloveyouright

Me:RightnowI'mconcentratingonmyself.Iam

reallyhappywhereIam,Iamhappywiththekindof

personthatIamorhavebecomerather..I'mgetting

usedtothislifeofbeingsingleandit'snotbad

Power:Ohhtrustmeit'sthebestwellexceptforthe

sexpartofit

Ilaughed..

Me:I'mgoodfornow

Power:Letmenotkeepyou,letmegetbacktomy

Son

Me:Thankyouforstoppingby



Power:It'snothing..Itwasgoodseeingyouand

seeingthatyouatamuchbetterplace

Me:ThatIam..Nolies

RACHEL

LunchwaspreparedandnowIwasabouttoknock

off..Theinmateswereoutsidegettingsomeairand

somewerecarryingouttheirchores..Khumalo

madehiswayin..

Him:Areyoureadytogo?

Me:YesIamreadytogo

Itookmybagandbidmycolleaguesgoodbye,then

hewalkedmeout..

Him:Howareyoufindingtheplace?

Me:It'sbetterthanIthought,Ienjoyworkinghere

exceptforthebosswholikesthrowinghisweight

around..Idon'tthinkIlikehimthatmuch

Hechuckled..



Him:AslongasyouinthatkitchenIwillthrowmy

weightaroundeveryday

Me:Youscaretheinmatesalot

Him:That'sthewholepointMaK

Ishookmyhead..

Him:Howaboutwegooutfordinnertonight?A

nicemealatanicerestaurant

Me:Hmmmm

Him:I'mtryingthismordenwayofdating

Me:Itactuallydoesn'tsoundbad

Him:19:00?

Me:19:00soundsjustfine

Wegottothegate...Taxishereareastruggle,they

passonceinawhile..

Helookedaround..

Him:ComeI'lldriveyouhome

Me:YougoingtoleavethePrisontodrivemehome?

Him:They'llbefine,plustheywillneverknowthatI



havegoneout

Me:ImustbeimportantfortheGavenortoleavehis

prison?

Him:Youveryimportanttomeandyou'llalwaysbe

important

Hekissedmyhand..

KEN(KELSO'SFATHER)

Sockswalkedinholdingatray..

Me:Thankyou

Theroadtorecoverywasn'teasy,Iwasbadly

woundedbutIhadtosoldieronandbepatientwith

myrecovery.Can'tbegoingtoanyhospitalwhen

everyonethinksthatyoudead..

Socks:Doyouhaveaplan?

Me:HowisScorpiondoing?

Socks:Heissettledsinceourlastheist



Me:Theywalkedawaywithalotofmoney

Socks:Itwasalotofmoneyindeed

Me:Thankyouforeverythingthatyouhavedone

forme

Socks:Iamaloyalsoldiertotheend

Me:Youareveryloyal

Socks:PlusIdon'treallylikeScorpion

Me:Anyinterestingnewsorscandals?

Socks:Myinformantfromtheinsidetoldmethat

MrGavenorisinvolvedwithoneofthecooks

Me:That'sinteresting

Socks:Idon'tunderstand..Howcanheputherin

dangerlikethat?

Me:It'snotdangerwhenyouthinkthatyourenemy

isdead

Socks:StillGavhasalotofenemieshecreateda

lotofthemwhenhedecidedtochangehowthe

prisonworks,thenhebringsinhiswoman



Me:It'sgoodthathe'slettinghisguarddown

Socks:Thatmanisalwaysalert,takinghimdown

won'tbeeasy

Me:Nosaiditwasgoingtobeeasy

Socks:WhateveryouareplanningI'min

Me:Iwashopingyouwouldsaythatbecausefrom

hereonshitisgoingtohitthefan

Socks:Welivebythebulletandwediebyit

Me:That'sthemotto

.
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NONGCEBO

AfterknockingoffIdrovestraighthome,myfather

andLindohaddecidedtobuymeaRenaultClio.

Saiditwillbemoreconvenienttotraveltoworkwith



it.It'snotbadforafirstcar,Iactuallylikeit.Ireally

likemynewlifewhereIgetgiftsfrompeoplewho

genuinelylovemewithnostringsattached.They

actuallyencouragedmemoretoworkhardandbuy

myselfthings.Thisisonlyastart.

Iparkedandtookmybagtogetherwithmytext

books.DrZondogavemeafewtextbooksthatI

canlearnmoreaboutPediatrics.ImustsaythatI

amslowlybutsurelyfallinginlovewiththatbranch

ofmedicine.Imightevenconsiderstudying

medicinethenspecializinginPediatric..Iopened

thedoorandmademywayin,itwasabitquiet

whenIwasatthekitchen,asImovedcloserIheard

thesoundoftheTV.Lindowaslayingonthecouch

andwatchingTV.Ipassedhim..

Lindo:Ekse,Askies,sorry?

Isighedthenturnedandlookedathim..

Lindo:Sesihlalaemathutheni?Ngiyithunaminavele?

(AmIagrave)

Me:I'msorryIthoughtyouweresleeping

Lindo:Youdidn'tseemechangingthechannels?



Me:NoIwaslookingdownthewholetime

Lindo:Webothknowthat'snottrue

Me:I'mreallytiredLindo,Idon'twannagetintothis

withyou

Iwalkedstraighttomybedroom,hewalkedinafter

afewseconds..

Lindo:Angekesaxabaniswayishlama!(Wenot

goingtofightbecauseofnonsense)

Ithreweverythingonthebed..

Lindo:Ithoughtyoudidn'twanthimanymore,what

happenedtofocusingonyourself?

Me:ThisisnotaboutKelso,thisisaboutyou

treatingmelikeachild!

Lindo:UxolokuleyondawobecausethelasttimeI

rememberedyouaremybabysisterandI'mnot

goingtoletnooneoranythinggettoyouatleast

notwhenI'mstillalive

Me:I'mgoingtotakeabath,Ihavealotofstudying

todo



Itookmytoiletbagandthetowel,thenIwalked

passhim...

Me:Askies,kancance

Ipushedhimalittle..Hechuckled..

Lindo:Ukuthiwawushadilenomaushadilewhatever

youwannacallthatnonsense,youarestillmybaby

sisterandnotsogrownupforabelt

Iopenedthedoorandclosedit,Ilockedittoo..

Lindo:Uzozwangebhandekonyakazaamasende

kayihloemsebenzini(Iwillbeltyouandyourfather

isgoingtofeelanuncomfortablepaininhis

testicles)

Irolledmyeyes..

KELSO

StallionhadcalledandtoldmethatCosaNastro

wantedtoseeme,saiditwasanemergency.I

droveuptohisprivateestateforthemeeting.His



bodyguardledmetowhereNastrowassittingand

eating.Justnexttohisfancylookingpool.Stallion

wasstandingnexttohimholdingwhatlookedlikea

puppy.IshookmyheadandlookedatNastro..

Nastro:Please

HepointedatthechairandIsatdown..

Nastro:Neverinamillionyearsdidweever

experienceanyheistwhenitcomestotransporting

ourmoney

Ilistened..

Nastro:Thepeoplewhodidthis,arepeoplewho

havedoneresearch

Me:WecangettothepointofwhyI'mhere

Nastro:Alittlebirdtoldmethatonlyoneperson

could'vebeenabletopullsuchaheist.SoleBotha

IlookedatStallionheshruggedhisshoulders..

Nastro:Solewhohappenstobeyourbestfriend

Me:Ihadnothingtodowithit

Nastro:Youknewabouttheplan,youworkedonit



andunfortunatelyyougotaxed.Hadyounotbeen

axedyouwouldberichtoo

Ican'tbelieveStallionsnitched..

Nastro:NowIamnotmovedbythefactthatyou

wereinvolvedintheplan,I'mmovedbythefactthat

youcametomeandaskedtoworkforme.You

knewhowmuchIwantedtofindthepeoplewhodid

this,butyouwithheldtheinformationfromme.How

doestrustandloyaltyworkwithyou?

Me:LookNastroifyouwannaAxemegoahead

Nastro:Notsofast

Hetooktheenvelopesfromtheotherchair..

Nastro:NowAndrethinksthatIwasbehindthe

heist,hethinksthatIdidn'twannapayhimandI

plannedtheheisthequestionedmybusiness

principlesandheinformedtheDL.Andreisnota

fool,heknewthatIdidn'tplantheheistbuthejust

wantedtosuspendedfromtheDLsoyourfriends

helpedhimdothat.Doyouknowwhathappens

whenyougetsuspended?



Me:Humorme

Nastro:Iamviewedasafool,someonewhocan't

handlebusinessandmyfateisdecidedwhether

theywillAxemeorkeepme.IftheyAxeme,it

meansthatIwon'tbemakinganymoney.IfIdon't

makemoneythislifeisgoneandmylittlepump

pumpisgoingtolivelikeanyothernormaldog

Me:Iamdeeplysorryaboutthat,I'msureyourlittle

PumPumwilladjusttothenormalwaysofliving

Nastro:YouhavejokesIsee

Hetossedtheenvelopesatme..

Nastro:Beforeyouopenthem,letmetellyoualittle

story..

Heclearedhisthroat..

Nastro:MyDaughterwaskidnappedandsoldasa

sexslavetothehighestbidder.Hewaskidnapped

byAndreandsoldbyher

Me:IfailtounderstandthisDLsecretsociety.You

guysclaimtobebrothersandyetyoubetrayeach

other?



Nastro:WeenemiesfirstbeforeBrothers

Me:AgainNastrowhatdoesthathavetodowith

me?

Nastro:Andrehasanecklacethatbelongtomy

Daughter.TheNecklacehascoordinatesandachip

thatwillleadmetowheremyDaughterisheld

captive.Youandyourfriendswillgetmethat

necklace

Me:Whydon'tyougetityourself?

Nastro:Andreisnotonetofoolaroundwith,Iam

notgoingtosendmymenwhenIhave3idiotswho

Icansendtodotheworkwithoutgettingpaid

Me:WellIamsorrytodisappointyoubut..Iamnot

doingit

Nastro:Ohwnoyouwillbecauseifyoudon't.Let

mesee..LittleNessiandyourwifewillbeonthe

nextshiptowherevertheoceancantakethem.

Soldassexslaves

Ilookedathim..

Nastro:OhwyesandSole.Hispregnantgirlfriend



whenthebabyisboy.Thebabyisgoingtobetaken

raisedandwhenshe'swhat,7or8?Shewillbesold

too..Ohwhispoorgirlfriendwilldie,can'timagine

howbrokenshewillbeasamothergettingvideos

ofherDaughterbeing..Ican'tevensayit

Helookedatme..

Nastro:IknowaboutyourlittlefeudwithScorpion,I

hopeyoutwowillworktogetherbecausebothof

youdeeplycareaboutsomeoneandwhatyouput

herthroughwon'tbecomparedtowhattheygoing

toputherthrough.PoorScorpion,havinghistory

repeatitselfwithherlittleSister..PersonallyI'ddie

Itooktheenvelopes..

Me:GiveSolehis,I'msurehewon'tbepreparedfor

what'sinthere

Thiswasfuckedup...

RACHEL

Me:Ithinkthisdresswillworkperfectly



Judith:Awuveleavelilihle(That'strue,thedressis

beautiful)

Isatdownonthebed..

Me:Whowould'vebelievedthatinthemistofmy

rockymarriageagoodmanwouldsurface.

HonestlyspeakingIhadlostallhope,Ithoughtmy

marriagewasit.Wehavebeenmarriedformany

yearsand..IthoughtIwasgoingtogrowoldand

dieinthatmarriage,Itriedtomakeitworkeven

whentherewasnopointinmakingitwork

Judith:Bhekaukuthiimpiloyakhoishinshenjani

ngesikhathiesincane,abokhokhobebakufunala

ukhonamanje(Lookathowyourlifehaschanged

insuchashortperiodoftime,whereyouareright

nowiswhereyourancestorswantedyoutobe)

Inodded..

Judith:Lungisaphelau7uyashayamanje(Fix

yourself19:00isjustaroundthecorner)

KEN(KELSO'SFATHER)



IputmyhandsinmypocketsasIlookedatmy

grave.Fromthesoil,itshowedthatitwasn'tlong

sinceIwas"buried".Therewereevenflowersontop

ofmygrave..Ifixedmycapandcrouchedreading

thecardsontheflowers..

NONGCEBO

JustwhenIgotintomybedroom,myphonerang.I

checkedanditwasavideocallfromKelo.Keloand

Istillkeepincontact,nomatterhowmuchItriedto

ignorehimbuthedidn'tgiveup.Hewouldinboxme

everydayonFacebookuntilIgavehimmynumbers.

Weactuallygoodfriends..

Me:Hey

Kelo:Heylookatyou

Me:I'mjustfrombathing

Kelo:Ohsweet



Me:Whatareyoudoingthere?

Kelo:Justcatchinguponmyschoolwork

Me:That'sgood,I'mabouttostartstudyingtoo

Kelo:OhwIsawthetextbooksonyourwhatsapp

status.Ithinkit'sgoodthatyouarepreparingnow

fornextyear

Me:YaIjusthopethatmyapplicationformedicine

won'tbetoolateandIhopethattheygoingto

considerme.Ihavereallyfalleninlovewithkids,

theybringmesomuchJoy.Theyalwaysmakemy

dayandtheirinnocenceremindsmeofthegood

partofthisworld

Kelo:PreachSister..Amen!

Me:Thereyougo

Kelo:Youwannapraytoo?

Me:NoI'mnotgoingtopray

Kelo:Actuallyit'sagoodidea,I'lltalktomyFather.

Oneofhisclientsisadeanofmedicine,I'llaskhim

totalktotheProfandwe'lltakeitfromthere.Next

yearIwannaseeyouinschool!



Me:Iwouldreallyappreciatethat

Kelo:Howaboutwehavestudydates?Sinceyou

don'twannahaveanormaldate

Me:Studydates?

Kelo:Yeahsetatimeeverynightwherewevideo

callandstudytogether

Ilaughed...

Me:Idon'tknowhowthatisgoingtoworkoutbut..

Wecantrythat

Kelo:Tonight?

Me:Yeahwecanstarttonight

Kelo:Time?

Me:22:00-00:00am

Kelo:Iseesomeonefallingasleep

Me:Yeeoflittlefaith

Kelo:Alrightthen22:00itis

Me:Alright

Kelo:Sharp



Me:Sharp

.
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KELSO

Irangthebellandwaited.Ihadtheenvelopesinmy

hand.Theywereaddressedtothe3ofus,Ihadleft

mineinthecar..

Heopenedthedoorandlookedatme..

Sole:Kelso

Me:Sole

Sole:Whatareyoudoinghere?

Me:Icametogiveyouthis

Sole:Whatisthat?



Me:ThemoneythatyouandScorpionstole,it

belongstoanItalianmafia.Nastro,he'snotvery

happywithwhatyoutwodid

Sole:Whotoldhimthatwewerebehindtheheist?

Me:ItoldStallionandStalliontoldhim

Sole:WhywouldyoutellStallion?

Me:ThesamewayyoutoldScorpionaboutmywife

Sole:ComeonKelsothisisridiculous!Howoldare

we?4?

Me:Youshould'vecametome

Sole:Youwerenotinyourrightmind,youleftus

highanddrywiththeheist.HadIcometoyou,you

weren'tgoingtotellNongceboaboutherfamily,I

didittosaveherlife.Youwereclosetokillingthat

poorgirl

Me:Soyoudecidedtopickupthecrossandplay

thesaviour?WhendidIevercomeinbetweenyou

andSandy?

Sole:I'mnotabusingmygirlfriend..Forwhatit's

worthbecauseIknowyouregoisprobablybigger



thanyourdickrightnow..I'msorry

Me:Justfuckenopentheenvelopeandgetbackto

me.Nastrowantsustogethimanecklacethat's

goingtosavehisDaughterfrombeingasexslave

Sole:SincewhendoweworkfortheItalians?

Me:Ifyoudon'theisgoingtokidnapyourunborn

babyandsellhertoasextraffickingLord,youwill

getvideosofherbeingsexuallyabused.Idon't

knowhimthatwellbutthisguymeansbusiness.

Afteryouhavewentthroughyourenvelopeyou

knowwheretofindme.GiveScorpionhistoo

Hereachedouttotaketheenvelopefromme,I

droppeditonthefloor..

Sole:Typical

Me:Goodnight

Ilefthimthere..

NONGCEBO



Myfathercalledaboutanhouragosayingthatwe

shouldsetupthetableheiscomingwithavisitor.

SinceIwillbestudyinglateIhelpedSliwithcooking,

nowweweresettingthetable..

Lindo:Ngcebopassmethedryswab

Ithrewithisway..

Lindo:What?

Me:SorryIthoughtyouweregoingtocatchit

Lindo:Ngathiseyiyakudemanje(It'sgoingfar)

Heliterallytookoffhisbelt,Iputthedishdownand

movedclosertoSli.Istoodbehindher..

Sli:Okaywhatisgoingonbetweenyoutwo?

Lindo:Nongcebohastolearnrespecttheoldway

Sli:Younotgoingtohither

Lindo:Slimove

Sli:Wedon'tuseviolencetosortoutissuesinthis

house

Lindo:Ourparentsusedabelttodisciplineuswhen



wewereyoung,thisisgoingtobeaquickdiscipline

Sli:PutthebeltawayLindo

Lindo:Thentellhertorespectme.I'dunderstandif

shewasbeinglikethisforsomethingimportant,but

she'sdisrespectingmeoverthatBastard?

Sli:Okayweheardyou..I'lltalktoher

Lindo:Nxa!I'mgoingouttogetsomefreshair

Hewalkedout..

Me:Washereallygoingtobeltme?

Sli:No

Me:Helookedserious

Sli:Hedoesn'thitwomen,hewasjustusingthat

techniquetomakeyouthinkthathewillbeltyou

whenyoudisrespecthim.That'showheenforces

disciplinebutdon'ttellhimItoldyouthat

Me:Iwon't

Sli:Cuthimsomeslack.Lindoblameshimselffor

whathappenedtoyouandhe'sjustbeinga

protectivebigbrother,helovedyouwaybeforewe



evenfoundyou.Ididn'tknowitwasevenpossible

tolovesomeonelikethatsomeoneyouhavenever

metbefore.Wejustallscaredoflosingyouright

whenwehavejustfoundyou.Youarethebabyof

thisfamilysodoexpectthiskindofbehaviorfrom

himandDad

Me:IknowIguessIjusthavetolivewithit

Sli:I'mjustgladhe'soffmybacknowhehas

someonetoannoy

Me:SlicanItalktoyouaboutsomething?

Sli:Youcantalktomeaboutanything

Me:IwanttoofficiallydivorceKelso

Shelookedatme..

Me:Iamoverhimnow

Sli:Waitaminuteareyouseeingsomeoneelse?

Me:No

Shegavemeaweirdlook..

Me:WellIamlaughingwithsomeoneelseagainbut

it'snothingserious



Sli:Justtakeiteasydon'trushanything..Whoishe

bytheway?

Me:It'sKelo

Iclearedmythroat..

Me:Kelso'slittleBrother

Sli:Nongcebo

Me:Hemakesmelaugh,smile,andhesendsme

sweetretardedmessages.Keloisdifferenthe

doesn'thaveissues.Hecomesfromastable

background,heiscurrentlystudyingit'llbeamore

settledrelationship.Noguns,nofear,justanormal

settledrelationship

Sli:IfhecanbypassScorpionandDadthenI'lltake

himserious

Me:He'sreallyhardheadedthough

Sli:Youandguyswithissues

Me:Hedoesn'thaveissuestrustme

SOLE



Iamalwaysalertaboutalotofthingsbutnothing

could'vepreparedmeforthis.Thisenvelopcrushed

mywholeworld.Thisenvelopeconsistedof

endlesspictures.WeddingpicturesofNastroand

Wilsonia.Evenhadapictureofthematthehospital

whenshegavebirth.Thedealbreakerwasthecopy

ofDNAtestsprovingthatNathanisNastro'sSon.

Tomakemattersworse,therewasaphoneinside

too.ThephonehadvideosofMeandWilsonia

havingsexsoshehadacameraatherhouse?To

videorizeus?Italsohadourdirtywhatsapp

messagesthatIhavedeletedandarecordofour

phonecalls.Iputeverythingonthetable,Wilsonia

playedme!

There'snopointingettingridofthese,heprobably

hascopies.ItookmyphoneandtextedScorpionto

comeandgethisenvelope.ThisNastroofaperson

meansbusiness!!



MODRIDMARTINEZ

Thedoorunlocked..

TheWardenstoodthereandlookedatme..

Warden:Youhaveavisitor

Nastrowalkedin..

Me:ThankyouWarden

ThereasonwhyIdon'twanttocomeoutofSolitary

it'sbecauseoftheseprivatevisitsfromNastro..

Nastro:Itisdone

Iclosedmyeyesandletoutabreath..

Nastro:Theygoingafterthenecklace

Me:Perfect

Nastro:Whatisyourgameplan?

Ilookedathim..

Nastro:Sending3amarturesafteryourBrother,I

don'teventhinkthisSoleissmartenoughtogo

againstMartinez



ItookmyBible...

Me:AndremustneverfindoutaboutSole'sforeign

tissueimplant

Ilookedatthewalls..

Me:WithoutSole'sIQImightnevergetoutofhere,

it'sonlyamatteroftimebeforeheasksfora

meetingwithme

Nastro:YouplayingadangerousgameModrid

Me:Ihavebeenwaitingforyearsforthis..Youhave

beenwaitingforyearsforyourrevengetoo

Nastro:Whathappensiftheyfindoutthatmy

Daughterisactuallydeadandtheygoingafter

Andrefornothing

Me:ForyoursakeandmysakeIhopetheydon't

findout

Nastro:Modrid

Me:I'mabouttohaveaconversationwithGod,I'm

abouttosaymyprayers

Nastro:GoodnightModrid



Hewalkeduptothedoor..

Me:I'msorryaboutyourDaughterIdidloveher

Nastro:Yourbrotherkilledherandyoudidnothing

Me:Iwasaboystillinhighschool,Iwasnomatch

forAndre.Icouldn'tdoanythingthenbutI'mgoing

todosomethingnow

Nastro:Ihopeso

Me:"Withoutfaithitisimpossibletopleasehim"

Hebrews11:6havealittlefaithNastro

Nastro:Amen!Howrefreshing(sarcasm)

.
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SANDISIWE

Takiedroppedmeoffathome,Ispentthedaywith

her.Neededtoclearmyheadandgetawayfrom



everythingthathasbeenhappeningbetweenSole

andI..

WhenIgotin,hewasatthestovecooking.

Me:Hey

Heturnedaroundandlookedatme...

Sole:Sweets..Wherehaveyoubeen?

Me:IspentadaywithmyCuzItoldyou

Sole:Must'veforgotten

Me:Youneverforgetanything,that'sweird

Sole:Must'veslippedmymind

Me:Iguessso..Ihavetotalktoyouabout

something

Sole:I'mlistening

Me:I'mplanningonmovingout,andmovinginwith

myAunt

Sole:Why?

Me:Thinkit'llbeeasier,theywillhelpmewiththe

baby



Sole:Ithoughtthatweagreedonhiringamidwifeto

helpyou

Me:Iwouldreallyliketobewithmyfamily

Hewalkedovertomeandheldmyhands..

Sole:Whatisthisallabout?

Me:Nothing..Justwannabewithfamily

Sole:Nodon'tgivemethat,there'smoretoitIknow

Me:Ijustwannabewithfamily

Heputhisheadagainstmineandputhishandon

mytummy..Thenextwordsfromhimwere

accompaniedbyasoftvoice..

Sole:Don'tdothistome,don'tdothistous

Me:Iwannabewithfamily

Sole:Ineedyouokay?Ineedyouguys

Seeinghimthisvulnerablereallytoredeepinsideof

me.Soleisnevervulnerable,Mrknowitall..Hehas

neverbeenvulnerable..

Sole:Pleasedon'tdothistome,notatatimelike



this

Heplacedhislipsonmine..

Sole:Iloveyousoomuch,pleasedon'tleaveme

NONGCEBO

IhavenevermetBanza'sMotherbefore.Itwasmy

firsttimeseeinghertonight.Shewasactuallyvery

beautiful,Banzausetotalkabouthertomeafew

timesbefore...RightnowIamnotatallshocked

thatshe'swithmyFather.Wehavesuspectedfora

whilethattheyhavesomethinggoingon.Wefinally

ittogetherwhenBanzatoldmehisMomworksat

thePrisonandhe'ssuspectingshe'sseeing

someone.

Sotonightithasbeenconfirmed...

IwasneverfortunatetowitnessthatmyMother

andmyFather'slove,I'veneverseenhowtheywere

together.SeeinghimwithBanza'sMother,helooks



sohappy.

Theylookgoodtogether,andshecouldn'tstop

smilingandblushingfromherside.Neverthought

grownupscanbethismuchinlove.It'sveryrareI

mustsay,anditwasbeautifulwitnessingit...

Sli:Howareyoufindingyourjobattheprison?

Mustbescaryworkinginthatenvironment

Rachel:Actuallyit'snot,theynotsobadonceyou

gettoknowthemwell

Sli:That'sgoodthen,Idon'tknowhowIwouldwork.

I'dalwaysbescared

Dad:Nothingisgoingtohappentoher,notifIcan

helpit

Hetookherhandandkissedit..

Dad:WhereisLindo?

Sli:YouknowyourSon,he'sverystubborn

Dad:Exactlywhathappened?

Sli:NothingmuchDadyouknowLindo

Rachel:Thefoodisverydeliciousthankyoufor



havingme

Sli:Thankyouforcomingover

Rachel:It'sapleasure

Sli:I'llclearthetableandgogetdessert

Me:I'llhelpyou

Rachel:I'llhelptoo

Sli:Noit'sokay,youareaguesthere..Wedon't

mind

Rachel:YourDaughtersareverylovely

Dad:Onlybecauseyouarearound

Me:Habe!Sowenotgoodwhenthere'snovisitors?

Dad:That'snotwhatImeant

Me:Nexttimeyoupreparingdinneronyourown

then

Dad:Iwasjustplaying

Slilookedatme..

Sli:Heardthat?He'sjustplaying..Rachelyou

shouldcomemoreoften



Rachel:I'lldoso

SliandIwenttothekitchen..

SANDISIWE

Sole'ssexgamewasonanotherleveltonight.Not

thatI'mcomplainingbuthewashittingitharder

thanhehaseverhititbefore.

Therewasjusttoomuchaggressionhidingbehind

thosestrokes,holdingontomefordearlifeasif

likeIwasgoingtodietomorrow..Hewasbanging

meandIhatedthatitwasgood,hatedthathe

knowsverywellhowtogettome..Mythickthighs

weren'tevenastruggleforhim,hewasreally

workingmeandIenjoyedmyself..

Afterhehadcome,hegentlyletgoofmyleg.

Hekissedmeonmyneck..

Sole:Iloveyousomuch

Me:Iloveyoutoo



Sole:Pleasedon'tleaveme,Idon'twantyouto

leave

Heplacedhishandonmythighallthewayuptomy

tummyandthenmassagedit..

Sole:Pleasedon'tleave

SIPHOSETHU(THENURSE)

ScorpionwaslayingbackonthebedandIwas

sittingontopofhim.Heseemedsomewhat

distracted..

Me:What'swrong?

Scorpion:I'mfine

Me:Whathappenedtoalwaysbeingopentoone

another?Inoticedsomethingwaswrongwhenyou

canceledthedinnerofmemeetingupwithyour

family

Scorp:I'mgoodjusthavingaproblemwithmybaby

sis



Me:Whatnow?

Scorp:Youknowhowitis

Me:IknowhopeyouguysfixthingsbecauseImiss

mybaby

Ileanedoverandkissedhim..

Scorp:Iwassupposedtomeetupwithmyfriend

today

Me:Whathappened?

Scorp:Pussybeforefriends

Me:Ohw

Scorp:Youwouldn'tcancelagirl'stripforthisdick?

Me:Younotthatgood

HegotmeoffhimandIfellonthesideofthebed

justnexttohim.Heturnedandlookedatme..

Scorp:Whatwasthat?

Me:Wellyouknowthatgoodformetocancela

girl'strip

Heopenedmylegs..



Scorp:Saythatagain?

Hemovedhishanduptomycoochie..

Me:Younotthatgood

Hisfingerslocatedmyclit,thenhismouthlocated

mytit..

Iclosedmyeyesandbitmylowerlip..

Me:You..You..Younotthatgood

Hemovedhishanddownandgentlyslidinhis

fingersinmyhole..

Imovedmyhandandputitatthebackofhishead

pressinghimmoreharderagainstmytit..

Me:Yesbabe..Ohhh

KELSO

IlookedatHakeem..

Me:Youwantthisone?

Henodded..



Me:Oryouwantthisone?

Henoddedagain..

Me:Whichonedoyouwantyoungblood?

Helookedatme..

Iunwrappedthelollipopandhandedittohim..He

tookitandhispacifierslidoutfromhismouthand

fellstraightonthefloor..

Myphonestartedringing,itwasGert..

Me:Hey

Gert:AreyouevergoingtostartcallingmeMom?

Me:Inyourdreams

Shelaughed..

Gert:Whatareyouuptoo?

Me:JusttalkingtoHakeem

Gert:WhenamIgoingtoseehim?

Me:Videocall

Shevideocalled..



IpickedHakeemup..

Me:Lookit'sGrandma

Gert:HeyKeemy..Helloboy

Hakeempointedatthephone..

Gert:Heissoadorable,helooksexactlylikeyou..

WhereyoudenyinghimwhilsthisMomwas

pregnant?

Me:HonestlyIdidalittle

Shelaughed..

Gert:Heissocute,youshouldbringhimover

sometime

Me:I'llcertainlydoso

Gert:HowisyourGrandmother?

Me:ShetriestoactstrongbutIcanseethatKen's

deathhitherhard

Gert:Istillcan'tbelievehe'sgone

Me:Weburiedhim..Thoughitwasn'tanopen

casket..Theysaidhewasbadlyinjureditwasgoing



totraumatizeus

Gert:Prisonisbrutal

Me:IfthelikesofKencanjustdielikethatPrisonis

indeedBrutal

Gert:I'mhopingthatyoulearningalotfromthis

situation,andI'mgladyouchangingforthebetter

Me:Yeahmetoo..BastarddiedbeforeIcouldask

himanything

Gert:Let'sjustleaveissuesofthepastalone,I'm

gladwefinallyfoundcommongroundyouandI

Me:Metoo

Gert:Iloveyoubabydon'teverforgetthat

Me:IloveyoutooMamzo

Gert:Thereisthis!!!Finallyitcomesout!

Me:ImeantGertz

Gert:Nopeyoucan'ttakeitbackIrefuseSir,I

refuse



MODRIDMARTINEZ

MybigBrotherandIwewerealwaysclosedespite

ourretardedfightshereandtherebutwewerevery

closeorusedtobeclose..Andrewasalwaysthere

lookingoutformeandourfamily,untilhefuckedup

andhadsomebadguyskidnapourMother,our

SisterandherDaughter.Thingsthatweredoneto

themtheystillmessmeupeventoday.Aftertheir

deathwascapturedinavideoandshowntous,we

hadnothingleftathomeanymore.Weknewthey

weregoingtocomeforusnext,sowerelocatedto

SouthAfrica.Acountrytheyneverthoughtwould

beaperfecthideoutforus..

Andrechangedwhenwegothere.Hewasverycold

andwhat'smoremessedupaboutthesituation

wasthat,whatwasdonetoourfamily,hedidittoa

lotofgirlstoo.Shitstartedgoingleftwhenhewent

formygirlfriends.LiterallyeverygirlthatIlikedor

wasinvolvedwith,Andrecameintothepicture.



Madethemfallforhimandthenlateronkilledthem.

Maskingtheirdeathsas"Suicide"..Whatkilledme

themostwaswhenhewentforagirlthatIhad

fallendeeplyinlovewith.HernameisSandy,after

fuckingupandlandinginjailbecauseIwantedto

doawaywithherforgood.AndremadesurethatI

getlockedupforyearsandnevercomebackto

botherthem..

Ididacceptmyfate,Itriedtoletjusticetakeits

course.Itriedtopayformysins,butrevenge

burnedme.SothiswholetimeI'vebeenhere,I've

beencookingupaplanofmyown.Igothissworn

enemytoworkwithme,Andreisnevergoingtosee

itcoming.What'sniceisthatIamhisbrother,I

knowhimbetterthananyoneelse..

.
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SOLE

ThenextmorningImetupwithScorpionfor

breakfastsoIcouldgivehimhisenvelope.Hewas

supposedtostopbyatmyhouselastnightto

collectit,buthecouldn'tmakeit.Toldme

somethingcameupsowesettledtomeetingup

thismorning..HelookedatNongcebo'spicture,his

envelopeconsistedofNongcebo'sphotos.Photos

ofhertakenwhenshewasstilladmittedatthe

hospital,afterKelsodidwhathedidtoher.This

Nastromeantbusinessforreal,toevengoasfaras

takingpicturesofNongceboatthehospital?How

didheknowshewasthere?

Makesmethinkthathehascontactsallaround,

evenatthehospital.There'safewprofessionals

thatareonhispayrollsoitseems..LastnightIdid

myownresearchabouttheDLafterSandihadgone

tosleep.Bunchofrichmenfromdifferentcountries

whocametogethertostartasecretsocietycalled

the"DarkLords".Nowtherewasn'ttoomuchthat

wassaidaboutthem,otherthantheirriches.They



ownedhotels,restaurants,bars.Theyverywelloff,

andIwonderhowtheymanagedtobethisrich.

Theyprobablyhelpeachothergetrich?Therewas

alotbehindthatsecretsociety.Alotthathasbeen

hiddenfromthenakedeye,IknowshitwhenIsmell

one...

Thiswholemesswasgivingmeamigraine,Ihardly

evensleptlastnight.Alotkeptmeawake,thefear

ofthethreatscomingtrue.Myunbornbabyactually

beingtaken,Sandifindingoutaboutmyaffairwith

Wilsonia,notforgettinghowWilsoniafuckedme

over..

Scorpionshookhishead..

Scorp:Soletmegetthisstraight.Kelsotoldwhat's

hisnameagain?

Me:Stallion

Scorp:Aboutthewholeplanbecausehethoughtwe

fuckedhimoverandhewasreadytoworkforthe

Italians.ThenthisbitchassStallionsnitchedto

Nastroaboutthis?NowNastrowantshismoney



butdoesn'tnecessarilywantit.Hewantsustosteal

anecklaceforhimthatwillleadhimtofindinghis

Daughterwhowassoldintotheworldofsex

traffickingbyNastro'senemycalledAndrewho

happenstobeintheDLtoo?

Me:Prettymuch

Scorp:Ifwedon'tcarryoutthisshithe'sgoingtogo

afterourlovedones?

Me:Yes

Scorp:AndnowI'mexpectedtoworkwiththis

bastardwhoabusedmySisterandfuckedusover?

Me:Yes

Heputthepicturedown..

Me:IknowyouandKelsodon'tgetalong,Iknow

youwannakillhimbutnowit'snotthetime.You

andKelsocarealotaboutoneperperson

Nongcebo,whohappenstobeindangerrightnow..

Wehavetopullthisoutandya'llwillfightitoffin

theboxingringafterwehavefoundthenecklace

Scorp:Wedidtheheistalone,can'twealsopullthis



shitoutonourown?

Me:Wedon'tknowmuchaboutthisAndre,wecan't

goafterthenecklaceonourown.WeneedKelso

andweneedaplanrightaway

Scorpion:Idon'tknowman

Me:Pleasebiteyourtongueuntilthiswholeshitis

over,thisisnotaboutyourEgos.Thisisabout

Nongcebo,Idon'tthinkyouwannaloseherforthe

secondtime

NONGCEBO

Thestudysessiondidn'thappenlastnight.Afterthe

dinnerIjustwentstraighttobed,that'showtiredI

was..Iwokeupthismorningtoamissedvideocall

fromKelo,amissedcallandtexts.Hewas

disappointed,themessageswereabouthimbeing

disappointedandthinkingthatIbailedoutonhimor

something.HonestlyspeakingIjustpassedout,I

toldmyselfIwouldwaitfor22:00butIpassedout



anhourbefore..

SowhilstIwasinmycarabouttodriveouttowork,

Ivideocalledhim.Tookhimawhiletorespondto

thevideocall.Hewasstillinbed...

Me:Goodmorning

Heclosedhiseyesagainandthenputhisindex

fingertogetherwithhisthumbatthecornersofhis

eyes..Hebithislowerlipandhisdimplescameout

toplay..

Me:Youstillsleeping

Kelo:NoI'mnotsleeping,afterstudyingforhours

lastnightandsleepinglatetrustmewifeyIhadno

intentionsofsleepinguntilthislate

Me:HaiboamIsmellingsomesarcasmbeing

thrownatme?

Kelo:NoMrsKG,whywouldIthrowshadeatmy

futurewifewhodidnothingbutwakemeupat8am?

Me:MrsKG?

Heopenedhiseyesandlookedatme..



Me:MrsKeloGxaba?

Kelo:Nowshe'sgettingit

Me:WhatmakesyouthinkI'mgoingtomarryyou?

Kelo:Youwillmarrymeyoujustdon'tknowityet

Me:Wewillseeaboutthat

Kelo:Noapology?Noexplanationformissingthe

studydatelastnightvelemuntuwam'?

Me:Ipassedout

Kelo:Whydon'tIbelievethat?

Me:IhaddinnerwithmyfatherandhisWoman,I

wasalreadytiredfromworkso..Igotinbed,waited

for22:00thenIpassedout

Kelo:Ok

Me:Nofurtherquestions?

Kelo:Sizathininomasowung'shayashayavele

ngidlozauShutup.Angithingiyak'felaso

ngizowamukelawonkeudodiowenzayo(Whatcan

wesay?EvenifyoulyingI'lljustkeepquiet.Ilove

yousoI'lltakeeverynonsensethatyoudo)



Ilaughed..

Me:Ohwlookatyousoundingsodefeated

Kelo:It'slifemuntuwamieyy

Me:IhavetogoI'llbelateforwork

Kelo:Youlookbeautiful

Me:Thankyou,youlookhandsomeevenwhenyou

havejustwokenup

Kelo:Itry..WiththesefacemasksIusuallydoat

night

Ilaughed..

Kelo:I'mjokinggladImadeyoulaughthough

Me:Okaycheckyoulater,letmedrive

Kelo:OkayBabyhaveasafetriptowork

Me:Bye

Kelo:ByeMuntuwam'

RACHEL



JudithwasdrinkingteawhenIwalkedintotheliving

room..

Me:Goodmorning

Shelookedatme..

Me:I'mlatethismorning,Ioverslept

Judith:Ukuvukaekuseninjalosisi,ngiyathemba

ukhathele(Wakingupeverymorning,I'msureyou

tirednow)

Me:I'llgetusedtoitSisi

Judith:Aichaumonaphantsi,kodwamuhle

uKhumaloSisi(Jealousdown..Khumaloisreally

handsome)

Me:Usho?(Youthinkso)

Judith:Ungenzingathiawazi(Don'tactsurprised)

Ismiledandfixedmydress..

Judith:Uyambonanjeukuthiyindodawomelele

(Youcanseethatheisaverystrongman)



Me:NgiyabongaSisi(ThankyouSisi)

Judith:UngamlahliSisi,ngishonangendlela

akubukangayo.Kuyashoukuthiuyazifela(Don't

dumphim,eventherewayhelooksatyou.Youcan

tellthathe'sinlove)

Me:Ithingihambengobalendabangekeiphelenje

(Letmeleavebecausethisconversationwon'tend)

KELSO

Power:Thankyou

Me:Sorryforbringinghimsoearly,Ihaveerrands

torun

Power:Don'tevenmentionit..Hedidn'ttroubleyou

lastnight?

Me:Nohismedshelped,hesleptpeacefully

Power:WeeehKelsoIhopeyoudidn'toverdosemy

sonwithPanado

Me:Ididn't



Power:Ihopeso

Me:Letmekisshimgoodbye

ItookhimfromPower..

Me:I'llseeyoulater

Helookedatmeandthenlaidhisheadonmy

chest...

Power:OhhNkosiyamkwasukalokho(Herewego)

Shetriedtotakehimfrommebuthedidn'twant..

Me:Hakeemnottodaypoi,Daddyhasalotofthings

todotoday

Powertookhimfrommebyforce,hegrabbedonto

myt-shirt...

Me:Ngiyabuyaangisho(I'mcomingback)

Power:Hakeemmaanhai!

Itwasdifficultleavinghimcryinglikethat,butIhad

nochoice.Hewillcryandeventuallykeepquiet...

MODRID



Evenwithmygoodmannersandhardlystartingshit

aroundhere,thenewGavenordidn'ttrustmeatall..

IamfromadangerousprisonwhereIcaused

havockwhenIfirstgottherebecauseIwasstill

hurtingovermygirlfriendSandy,butastimewent

on.Ibecamemorereserved,theysayitgetsbetter

withtime.Isayitdoesn'tbutrevengebuildsupwith

time...TheWardentookmeoutformyusual

morningwalk,I'minsolitaryI'mnotsupposedtobe

gettinganyfreshairbutwithmygoodbehaviourI

askedtheGavenorandhedidn'tdecline..

Iwalkedaroundtheyardalone,otherinmateswere

inside.They'llbecomingherein2hourstime.My

handswereburieddeepinmypocketsasIwalked

aroundbusynavigatingtheplace..

Warden:Whatexactlyisitthatyoulookingfor

Martinez?

Me:Whatdoyoumean?

Warden:Youwalkingaroundtheyardsomewhat



strategically

Me:It'snoteverydayonegetsthiskindoffreedom,I

wannaembraceandtakeineverycorner

Warden:Areyoutryingtobreakout?

Icrouchednexttothefenceandwithmyotherhand

Ifeltthesoil..

Me:NotexactlywhywouldIdothatwiththe

presenceofawarden

Warden:I'llbewatchingyou

Me:Iknow

Warden:Standonyourfeet

Istoodonmyfeet..

Me:ComeonSole..Yourunningoutoftime

WILSONIA

Iheardaknockatthedoor..

Me:Comein

IraisedmyheadanditwasSole...



Me:Whatareyoudoinghere?

Sole:That'showwegreetnow?

Hemadehiswayin..

Me:WhatcanIhelpyouwith?

HepickedupthephotoofNathanonthetable..

Sole:Wellplayed..WellplayedWilsonia

Me:Welearnfromthebestdon'twenow?

Sole:SoyouandNastro?

Me:Yesheismyhusband,thesamehusbandI

cheatedonwithyou

Sole:I'llbedamned!Soeverythingwasaliewith

you?

Me:Youcansaythat?

Sole:Whythough?

Me:Myhusbandjustwantedrevengeonyoufor

sleepingwithhiswifeallthoseyearsago

Sole:WhyamIbeingpunishedforthewhore?

Me:Maybethewhoregottiredofyourbullshit



Sole:Firstyoutriedpoisoningmypregnant

girlfriend,nowthis?Whatareattentionareyou

tryingtogetfrommethistimearound?

Me:Nothing..Iwasjusttryingtosavemymarriage

Sole:Bybetrayingme?Youknowbetterthanto

betrayme

Me:I'lltakemychancesandalreadyIhavetaken

mychances

Sole:Goodluckwitheverything

Me:Thankyou

HelookedatNathanonelasttimeandwalkedout..

.

Tobecontinued
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WILSONIA

IfeelbadforSoleandrightnowI'mhopingthathe



canreadbetweenthelinesandactuallyrealizethat

NathanistrulyhisSon.Nathandoeshavea

resemblancetoSolebutbecauseofhowtrustedthe

labisnoonecaneverthinkthatresultscouldbe

falsified..

IcheatedonmyhusbandwithSolebackwhenSole

wasstartingasmypatient.Nastrohasalwaysbeen

abusypersontoomuchinvestedinthesecret

societyandhisbusinesses,notforgettinghis

infedilty.HehadmoremistressesthanIcould

countinonehand,andourmarriagetookadownfall

fromthere.BeforeNastroandIgotmarried,hehad

achildfromhispreviousrelationship.Adaughter

thathedoesn'tliketalkingabout,allIknowisthat

sheisdeadanditwasn'tanaturaldeath.Shewas

killed..Withourmarriagecollapsing,wefailedto

haveachildofourown.Instead,Ifellpregnantfor

Sole,someonewhowasmeanttobesomethingI

didforfunonthesidetosatisymysexualhunger.

HadIfoundoutearlierthatIwaspregnantI

would'veresortedtodoingabortionbutitwaslate



whenIfoundoutandbythenmyHusbandandI

werealreadyseparatedforawhile.Comingintoan

agreementofworkingonourmarriagewasshort

livedwhenthebunintheovencameabout.Nastro

sworethathewillgetrevengeevenifittookyears.

TheonlyreasonwhyIhadfellforhissinisteracts

it'sbecausehehasabulletonthestreetwithmy

son'snameonit.SoIhadtoplayalongby

videorizingSoleandIhavingsexatmyhouse,

sendinghimourprivatewhatsappconversations.I

thoughthewasonlygoingtousethatinformation

tobreakSoleandSandiup,butheusedmySontoo

intheprocess.HereallywantstobringSoledown

tohiskneesforbreakingouralreadybroken

marriage.Theirfeudseemstohavetakenamore

dangeroustollnowandIhopenoinnocentperson

willgethurtalongtheway...AllIeverwantedwas

formySontoknowandhavearelationshipwithhis

realfather,notwhatishappeningrightnow....

SOLE



"Snowflakeeeee"

Itriedtolocatewhereshewasbythesoundofher

voice..

"Snowflakeeeee"

Thewordechoedaroundtheroomitwasdifficultto

locateexactlywhereshewasstanding..

Ihateitwhenthishappens,whenIcan'tfind

answerstoacertainproblemIoverthinkandstress

thenIbringuponmyselfaterriblemigrainewhichis

accompaniedbyalotofdizziness..Ifeltherhand

touchingmine..

Sandi:Snowflake,areyouokay?

Igentlysqueezedherhand..

Me:I'mfinejustlostinmyownthoughts

Sandi:Whatareyouthinkingabout?

Me:HowtobecomeabetterFather

Sandi:YouareawonderfulDadtoNathan,Iknow

youwillmakeagreatDadagainforthesecondtime



Ibroughtherhandclosertomymouthandkissed

it...

Sandi:Whatswrongareyouokay?

Me:I'mgood

Sandi:Heylookatme

Iranmyeyesaroundtryingtofocusonherfacebut

Iwasdisoriented.Thingsseemedtobeappearing

blurry..

Sandi:What'swrongtalktome,doyoustilltake

yourmedsthattheDrgaveyou?

Me:Istilldo..I'mjustunderabitofstressthat'sall

butI'llbeokayIpromise,justgivemeafewminutes

toadjust

Sandi:I'mgettingyourpillsifyoudon'tfeelbetterin

afewminutesI'mgoingtocallyourDr

KELSO

IwenttoseeGertrudeatwork,Iwasinthe



neighborhoodandIthoughtIshouldpopinand

greether..

Gert:Heywhydidn'tyoutellmeyouwerecoming?

Me:Areyoubusy?

Gert:NoIamnot,Ijusthaveameetingwhat?5min

time

Me:lshould'vecalledfirst,Iseeyouswampedwith

alotofwork

Gert:NotatallIwasjustreviewingthecase

Me:Whatisitabout?

Gert:Ican'tsayit'sconfidential

Me:Isee

Kelowalkedin..

Gert:AnotherSonofmine,I'mtrulyblessedthis

morning

Kelo:Howareyou?

Gert:I'mgood

Kelo:Ibroughtyouthefileyouaskedmefor,that



youforgotathome

Gert:Ohwyes...Ievenforgotaboutit

Kelohandedherthefile...

Gert:YouknowgoingtogreetyourBrother?

Kelo:Who?

Gert:Don'tdothis

Kelo:Idon'thaveabrother,IonlyhaveaSister

Gert:NotnowKelo,notnow

Kelo:AnywayIjustbroughtyouthisfile,nothing

more

Heturnedandwalkedbacktothedoorbumping

intomeonPurpose..

Gert:Kelo!!!

Me:Naaleavehim,ukustageumfana

Gert:I'mreallysorryaboutthis

Me:It'sokay..LetmegoI'llcallyoulater

Gert:Okaybye



Me:Bye

SANDISIWE

Iheardaknockatthedoor,Iwenttoopen.Itwas

Scorpion..

Him:Hi

Me:Him

Him:IsSolearound?

Me:Heisbutheisnotfeelingwell

Him:CanIseehim?

Me:Heisreallynotfeelingwell,hejustdrankpills

andgotinbed

Him:Whatswrongwithhim?

Me:Amigraine

Him:Amigraineisputtinghimdownlikethat?Just

likethat?

Me:IstheresomethingthatyouwantedI'lltellhim



whenhewakesup

Scorpion:TellhimScorpionwasherelookingfor

him

Me:I'llsuredopassthemessage

Scorpion:Thankyou

Me:Bye

Iclosedthedoor...

KEN(KELSO'SFATHER)

Ilookedatthepictures..

Me:Isthisher?

Socks:Yes

Me:She'sbeautifulandlooksabityoung

Socks:Sowhat'sthenextstep,killher?

Me:NoIhaveamorebetteridea

Socks:I'mlistening



Me:Sitdownforthis

Hesatdown...

NONGCEBO

IwasonthephonewithKelo.SinceI'velearnedthat

heisfriendswithSandisiwe'scousin.Iwasthinking

ofdoingababyshowerforSandisiwesincesheis

now8monthspregnant,thoughweshould'vedone

itlongtimeagoatleastwhenshewas7monthsbut

alothasbeenhappening..

Kelo:EyyMnkamiyouwillhavetotalktomySister

TakieaboutthatandMomstoo,Idon'tknow

anythingaboutthat

Me:Ididn'tsayhelpmeplanit,wasjustlettingyou

know

Kelo:Ithinkit'sagoodidea,itwillcheerherup.

Takietoldmeshe'shavingproblemswithher

boyfriend.I'mnotsurprised,heisfriendswithKelso.

SkeemSamaNyalanjekphela(Theyfullof



nonsense)

Me:HaiIdidn'tcalltotalkaboutthatcrew

Kelo:Nokugrand

Me:Letmegowewilltalklater

Kelo:OkayIloveyouhaveaproductiveday

Me:Bye

KELSO

IwasinthecarwhenIcalledSole.Hisphonewas

answeredbySandisiwetoldmehe'snotokay.It

wasjustafterNastrosentmeatextthatwerunning

outoftime,inthetexthesaidImustgotoprison

andasktotalktoModridhemightjusthelp.The

nameoftheprisonwasthesameprisonwheremy

Fatherwasin.ThisModridI'veseenhimafew

times,IguessIdon'thaveachoicenowbuttogo

andpaySirModridavisit...



SOLE

Ithoughtthemigrainewouldeventuallygoaway

aftertakingthemedsbutitwasstillthere.Nowit

wasworsebecauseIwasvomiting.Seeingflashes

andhearingsomeringingsound.Flashesof

memoriesfromwhenIwasyoungplayedoutinmy

headlikeapainfulmovie,makingthemigrainemore

andmoreintense.Iclosedmyeyesandcollapsed

onthebathroomfloor,IglanceddownandnoticedI

wasbleeding.Probablyfrommynose.My

headacheintensified..

Me:Ahhhhhh!!!!

.

Tobecontinued
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KELSO

Ihadtoputmyplansonholdofgoingtosee

ModridinjailwhenIreceivedatextfromSole.It

wasSandisiwewhosentmethetextthroughSole's

phonetellingmethatSoleisnotdoinggood,she's

confusedanddoesn'tknowwhattodo.Idrove

thereandkeptoncommunicatingwithher,shetold

meshehadcalledanAmbulanceanditwas

delaying....WhenIgotthereshehadsomehow

helpedhimtothebed,therewasdropsofblood

fromthebathroomleadingtothebedroom.Shehad

putacoldwetfaceclothonhisforehead,Ilookedat

him..

Me:HeyBuddy

Heopenedhiseyesandranthemaround..

Me:It'sme,it'sKelso

Heseemedsodisorientedandcouldn'tevenlook



meintheeye..

Sandi:Isheblind?

Me:Idon'tthinkso

Sole:"Fibonaccinumbersarestronglyrelatedtothe

goldenratio:Binet'sformulaexpressesthenth

Fibonaccinumberintermsofnandthegoldenratio,

andimpliesthattheratiooftwoconsecutive

Fibonaccinumberstendstothegoldenratioasn

increases"

Sandi:Whatisthat?Whatisheevensaying

Me:It'stheFibonaccisequence

Sole:0,1,1,2,3,5,8,13,21,34,55,89,144,233,

377,610,987,1597,2584,4181,6765,10946,

17711,28657,46368,75025,121393,196418,

317811,...

Sandi:Isitimportanttohim?Whyishesayingit?

He'sbeensayingitforawhilenow

Me:Idon'tknow...HowfaristheAmbulance?

Sandi:I'llcallitagain



Myphonerang,itwasalandlinenumber,frommy

Father'sprison..

Me:Hello?

Voice:IsthisKelso?

Me:Whoisthis?

Voice:YouarespeakingtoModrid

Me:Howdidyougetmynumber?Whatthefuckis

this?What'sgoingon?

Modrid:Ineedtotalktoyou

Me:YaIcan'ttalkrightnowmybestfriendissick

Modrid:Iknow

Me:Youknow?

Modrid:Hasitcometotheobsessionofthe

Fibonaccinumbers?

Me:Howdoyouknow?

Modrid:BecauseIknow

Me:I'mhangingupnow

Modrid:There'spillsthatSoletakes,theyhelphim.



Youneedtofindthemandgiveittohimbecauseif

youdon'theisgoingtolosehismindandwhenhe

does.Theygoingtodoascanandfindsomething

inhisbrainthathedoesn'twantanyoneknowing

about

Me:Whatareyoutalkingabout?

Modrid:Findthepills

Me:Ican'taskhimhe'snotlucidenough

Modrid:Thinklikehim,wherewouldSolehide

something?

Me:SolehasanIQof225orso,itwilltakemeyears

tofindthepills

Modrid:Hewouldn'tputtheminaplacethat'sfar

especiallywhenhehastotakethemeveryday.Find

thosepills,hecan'tgotothehospital..Red&white

capsules

Me:What?

Modrid:Soleismyonlywayoutofhere,I'mtheonly

hopeyouguyshaveoffindingthenecklaceand

savingthegirls



Me:Howdidyouknow?

Modrid:BecauseAndreMartinezismyBrotherand

youguysneedme..Solecannotgotothehospital

Hehungup..

Sandiwalkedbackin..

Sandi:Icalledtheysaidtheyontheirway

Ilookedather..

Me:Wecan'ttakehimtothehospital

Sandi:What?

Me:Wecan'ttakeSoletothehospital

Sandi:Whynot?He'ssickandhelookslikehe's

abouttodie..I'mnottakingthatchance

Me:Pleasetrustmeonthisoneokay?

Sheputherhandonhertummyandstarted

breathinginandout..

Sandi:Thissituationisgoingtomakemegointo

earlylabour

Me:Okaylet'scalmdownforasecond



Iwalkeduptoher..Iputherarmaroundmy

shoulders..

Me:Yousitonthecouchandrelax,I'lltakecareof

thisSolesituation..Ipromise

Sandi:Theambulanceisonit'swayand..

Me:Youhavetofakehavingcramps

Sandi:What?I'mnotdoingthat!!!

Ihelpedhertothecouch..

Sandi:Exactlywhatisgoingon?Whydon'tyou

wanthimgoingtothehospital?

Me:It'scomplicated

Sheclosedhereyes..

Sandi:Thedevilistestingme,Iknowthatthedevil

istestingmerightnow

Me:Thedevilisnottestingyou,Ijustneedyouto

trustme

Sandi:YoualmostkilledNongceboandyouwant

metotrustyou?



Me:Onthisyes..Please,ifIdon'tfixthisandSole

dies.Youcanhavemyheadonasilverplatter..

SinceyouhaveSole'sphonepleasetextScorpionto

come

Shenoddedrepeatedly..

Sandi:Getmeapillow

Me:Apillowcomingup

Sandi:Andabowloficecream

Me:Okay

Sandi:Bringthewholetuboricecream,andsome

waterandsomechocolates

Me:I'llgetthem

Sandi:Andsomemayonnaise

Me:Huh?

Sandi:Andsomechillisauce

Me:Ido-

Sandi:Getthem..Rightnow!!!

Imademywaytothekitchen..



SLIKHUMALO(NONGCEBO'SSISTER)

Idecidedtogoshoppingtoday.SinceI'mtheonly

oneathomewhoisnottiedtoanythingImust

makesurethatwedon'trunoutofgroceries..Iwas

atcheckersslowlypushingthetrolleyandchecking

afewthingswhenIaccidentallybumpedinto

someone'sshoppingbasketonthefloor..

Me:Iamsosorry

Heturnedbackandglancedatmytrolley..

Me:Pleaseforgiveme

Hehadonabuckethatthatalmostcoveredhis

eyescompletely..

Him:It'sokay...Mybasketwasactuallyontheway

Hepickeditup..

Helookedatmeunderthatbuckethat..

Him:Iapologize



Whenhehadhisbackagainstme,Ithoughtthat

maybehewasarandomguyinhis30sjudging

fromhisbody.Butwhenhesaidsomethinghis

voiceandhisgrey&blackgoateegaveitawaythat

heisabitolder.Maybehe'smid40s,wasreally

difficulttocomeupwithapreciseestimationofhis

age..Olderguysusuallyareaturnofftheyjustlet

goofthemselves,wellexpectformyfatherandthis

gentlemanrighthere..ThoughIcouldn'tseehim

clearly..Hisbodyalreadygotmewonderingifheis

intosports.MaybeRugby,boxingorso.Sucha

stronglookingmanmustbedoingsomeextreme

sport..

Icontinuedpushingmytrolley..

Him:Excuseme?

Istopped..

Him:Canyoupleasehelpmeouthere?

Me:UhmIguess

Ileftmytrolleyandwalkeduptohim.Hisshower

gelleftagoodscentacrossmynose



Him:Idon'tknowwhichonewillworkbetter

betweenthesetwo

Ilookedatthespicesthathewasholding..

Me:Takethisone

Him:Ialreadyhadmyeyesontheotherone

Me:Thisisoneisbettertrustme

Him:I'lltakethembothbecauseIfavourthisone

more

Me:Thenwhyaskformyhelpifyounotgoingto

takemyadvice

Him:MaybeIjustneededareasontotalktoyou

Me:OhwIsee

Him:Kenny

Me:Sli

Him:Nicetomeetyou

Me:Samehere

Iwalkedbacktomytrolley.....



NONGCEBO

Mich:Nextpatient

Me:CanImakeaquickphonecall?

Mich:Yait'sokayI'lltellZondoyouwenttothe

ladies,I'lltakethepatienttohisoffice

Me:ThankyouMich

ImademywayoutandcalledGert.GertandI

thingsarebecomingabitawkward.Shehasbeen

distantforsomereason..

Gert:Hello

Me:Hey..Ihopeyounotbusy

Gert:NotatallI'mdrivingbacktotheoffice

Me:IneedalawyerandIthoughtofyou

Gert:Iseverythingokay?

Me:YesI'mjust..I'mfilingfordivorce,Iwantto

divorceKelso

Gert:I..Can'tyougetanotherlawyer?



Me:Ionlyknowyouandyoucomehighly

recommended

Gert:Idocomeexpensivetoo

Me:It'sokayI'llpay

Gert:Ireallydon'tknowaboutthis

Me:Why?

Gert:KelsoismySon.Idon'twannagoagainsthim

Me:It'syourjob

Gert:Iknowbutgoingagainstanyofmykidsthe

motherinmecomesoutfirstthanthelawyerinme

Me:IunderstandyouandKelsoarenowMother

andSon,youverytightbutlet'snotforgetonething.

Let'snotforgetyouweretheonewhowas

advocatingforme.Notinsupportofwhathewas

doingtome

Gert:Idonotsupportwhathedidbutheisstillmy

Son,Idon'twannadothiswithhim.I'msorryyou

willhavetofindanotherlawyer

Shehungup..



KELSO

Scorpionfinallycame.Iwasleaningagainstthe

wallandlostinmythoughts.Thinkingaboutwhere

Solecould'vehiddenthepills.Modridstatedthey

werered&whitecapsules.

Scorpiongaveadeadlylook..

Scorp:WhereisSole?Ihopehedidn'ttextmeto

comeandmakepeacewithyou

Me:Soleissick...Sandiwastheonewhosentyou

thattextthroughhisphone...

Scorp:WhythefuckamIherefor?

Me:Soleisverysick

Scorp:YouarehisDrrightnow?Whereis

SandisiwewhatthehellamIdoinghere?

Me:Sandisiwejustfellasleeptrustmeshe'sbetter

offsleeping

Scorp:Thisisbullshit..I'mleaving



Me:ScorpionIknowyouhatemeandIcannot

changehowyoufeelaboutme.Ifsomeonewasto

dothesamethingtomysisterthatIdidto

NongceboIwouldreactthesamewaytoo

Hewalkedupstraighttomeandputhishand

aroundmyneck,hepinnedmeagainstthewall..

Scorp:Sayhernameagain,Idareyou!

(Silence)

Heremovedhishandaroundmyneck...

Me:I'mnevergoingtofightyou,notnownotever!!

Scorp:Youdon'thavewhatittakestofightaman,

youdon'thavetheballs!!

Me:Howironic..Lookifyouweresomeoneelse,

thiswouldbethelasttimeyouputyourhandon

me..TheonlyreasonwhyIhaven'tdoneanythingto

youit'sbecauseofNongcebo

Hepunchedmeinmystomach..

Me:Fuck!!

Scorp:Thisisdefinitelywomanabuse,yougota



hoeinyou!IfeellikeI'mpunchingawoman,I

seriouslyfeelbadnow(Sarcasm)

Me:Listenyoucanfuckmeuphoweveryouwant

afterwehavemadesurethatthegirlsaresafe,I

giveyoupermissionyoucanevenkillme..But

damn!!Canyourloveforyoursisterovercomeyour

tantrumrightnow?Doyouknowwhattheygoingto

dotoher?WhatIhaveputherthroughwillbejusta

warmupsoplease!!!Doitforher,doyouwanther

togothroughthattraumaagain?

Hewalkedtothesinkandgothimselfaglassof

water.Heopenedthetap,filleditandthendrank.

Heputtheglassdownandtookadeepbreath

Scorp:What'stheplan

Me:WehavetofindSole'spillsthengovisitModrid

injail

Scorp:Wherearethepills?

Me:WehavetoFINDthem..FocusScorpion!

Scorp:Let'sfindthedamnpills!!



MODRID

TheWardenunlocked..

TheGavenorwalkedin..

Gav:Modrid

Ilookedathim...

Gav:Youhaveavisitor

Me:IsitmyBrother?

Gav:Howdidyouknow?

Me:OnlyAndrewouldhavetheGavcomeinhere

andtellmethatIhaveavisitor

Gav:Thevisitwillbemonitoredinaprivatearea

Ichuckled..

Me:Andreisnotgoingtobreakmeout

Gav:Ididn'tmentionthat

Me:Youwerethinkingit

Igotupfromthebed...



Me:Let'sgo

ItookmyBible..

Gav:Whereisthatgoing?

Me:Iamachangedman,myBrotherhastoseethat

Gav:Giveithere

Ihandedittohim.Hecheckeditthenhelookedat

me..

Gav:It'sclean

Me:Whatwhereyouhopingtofind?SomeMichael

Scofieldplantobreakoutofhere?

Gav:Veryfunny..Let'sgoMartinez

.

Tobecontinued
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MODRID

ThevisitbetweenAndreandIwascarriedoutin

whatlookedlikeaninterrogationroom.Therewasa

bigglassonthewallthatIwasverysuretheGav

andotherWardensstoodbehindit..Andrelooked

flashyasalways,hiswellfittedandexpensivesuit.

Hiscaneleaningagainstthearmrestofthechair,

hereallydidn'thavetogoalloutwithhisclothing

justforthisvisit.Maybehehadotherimportant

commitmentsbeforethevisit..IputtheBibleinthe

middleofthetableandsatdownfacinghim..

Andre:Mo

Me:Dre

Andre:Youlookwell,yourhairlookslongerthanthe

lasttimeIsawyou

Me:Idecidednottohaveitcut,there'snomuch

privilegesaroundhere



Andre:Iunderstand

Me:Youlookwelltoo

Andre:Thankyou

Me:HowisSandy?

Andre:She'sgood,she'sverygood

Me:Ihopeshehasforgivenmeforwhathappened

betweenus

Andre:Iamsureshehas.Sheislivingherlife

grudgefreeandfocusingonimportantthings

Me:That'sgoodtohear

Andre:ABible?

Me:I'mgettingstraight,hopefullythatwillcountin

mygoodbehaviorandI'llbereleasedonParole

Andre:Thejudgethatsentencedyou,hedoesn'tlike

usverymuch.Hedidn'tgiveyouanyParole

Me:Faith...FaithiswhatIhave

Andre:Yousureareseriousaboutthis

Me:YesIam



Andre:Itwasgoodseeingyou

Me:Itwasgoodseeingyoutoo

KELSO

ThiswasharderthanIthought,wehavesearched

almosteverywhere.Startingwithdifficultplaces,

andplacesthatlookperfecttohidesomethingof

thisnature.Solenevertoldmeaboutthesepills.

Honestlyspeakinghehasbeenhidingalotfromme

soitseems.Whatarethesepillsmeantfor?Whyis

Modridinvolved?

Scorp:Thisisgettingusnowhere

Me:Wehavetotryharder

Scorp:Wehavetowakeherupandaskher

Me:Ifshedoesn'tknowaboutthesepills,thenthat

meansshedoesn'tknowwhereSolehadhiddenthe

pills.Wakingherupisjustgoingtoupsether,

especiallysinceSoleisstillnotverylucid



Scorp:WomenhaveaPhDinsnoopingaround,I'm

sureshehasfoundthem.Askedhimaboutitand

helied

Me:Wenotsureaboutthat

Scorp:Shouldwekeeponsearchingforsomething

thatisimpossibletofindorshouldweasksomeone

whomighthaveanidea

Me:Whatifshedoesn'tknow?It'llonlycreatechaos

forhim,youknowhowwomenare.Shewill

overreactandinhercondition,shedoesn'tneedthe

stress..Let'skeeponsearchingifwefailthenwe'll

wakeherup

NONGCEBO

OnmylunchbreakIcalledKelo..

Me:Hey

Kelo:Muntuwam'(myperson)

Me:Whatareyoudoing?



Kelo:Iwassubmittingsomeassignmentsatschool

Me:Ohwokay

Kelo:Whatswrong?

Me:Nothing

Kelo:Icanhearitfromyourvoice,outwithit

Me:WellsoIamdivorcingKelsoandsinceyour

Motherknowsmysituationverywell.Iaskedherto

representmesherefused.NowIknowthatshe's

tryingtomendherbrokenrelationshipwithherSon,

butIdon'twannagetastrangerandputourdirty

laundrythereoutintheopen.Peopletalk!Plus

Gertrudeisaverypowerfullawyer

Kelo:Lawyersaren'tallowedtodiscusscaseswith

otherpeople

Me:IknowjustthatIfeelmorecomfortablewith

Gertrude

Kelo:Iunderstand..Doyouwantmetotalktoher?

Me:Idon'twannamakeyouguysfight

Kelo:Iinsist



Me:Ifyouinsist,thenokay

Kelo:Onlyinonecondition

Me:Yes?

Kelo:Yougooutwithme,onadate

Me:Ithoughtweagreedonastudydate

Kelo:Justonedate,ifyoudon'tlikeitthenI'll

understand

Me:Okayjustonedate

Kelo:Tonight?

Me:OkayI'llhearfromyou

Kelo:Okaymyperson

Me:Ihavetogomyfoodjustarrived

Kelo:Don'tgettoofullandcancelonmetonight

Ilaughed...

Me:Iwon't,Ipromise

Kelo:Okaybye

Me:Bye



WILSONIA

Ilookedathimasheslicedhismeat..

Nastro:Thankyouforallowingmetotakeyouout

forlunch

Me:DidIevenhaveachoice?

Nastro:Don'tdothat..Youalwayshaveachoice,I

didn'tputagunonyourhead

Me:Likehowyoudidn'tputoneonmyheadwhen

youusedmetogoagainstSole?

Nastro:Westillmarried.Nathanissupposedtobe

mine

Me:Youalwaysbusy,youdon'thavetimeforhim.

Nordoyouhavetimeforme

Nastro:Allthatwillchange

Me:Wewillsee..Justdon'thurtmySon

Nastro:NathanismystepSon,Iwouldneverhurt



him

Me:Ihopeso

BANZA

IwasveryexcitedandrelievedthatIwillbeableto

budgetforLobola.Mantoismakingithardforme

byputtingmeinadifficultsituationofwantingme

topayLobolafirst.ThoughItrulyadmirethat,she's

awomanwhoknowsexactlywhatshewants..

Sasaandherfriendsshowedup,theygreetedbut

Sasadidn'tgreetme.Theyallhopedinthetaxi.This

wasjustridiculous,Idon'twantanybadblood

betweenus..

Iwalkedovertothetaxiandcalledherout,her

friendsgavemenastylooks.Shegotout

Me:Hey

Her:Banza



Me:Howareyou?

Her:Whatdoyouwant?

Me:LookI'mreallysorryaboutwhathappened

betweenus

Shefoldedherarms...

Her:Youjustwantedtopushtimewithmeuntilyou

foundsomeoneelseright?

Me:That'snottrue,Ireallylikedyou

Her:Liked?Ohwwow..Soyoudidn'tlovemeasyou

said,youlikedme?

Me:YouknowwhatImean

Her:NoIdon't..Pleaseenlightenme

Me:Ijustwantedtoapologizethat'sall

Her:Uyang'jwayelayazi

Shegotbackintothetaxi..

SLI(NONGCEBO'SSISTERS)



AfterdoingthegroceryIwentbacktoseeifIcan't

findmyselfanicedressforchurch..

Coincidentallyenough,IbumpedintoKennyagain...

Me:Areyoufollowingme?

Him:Areyoufollowingme?

Ichuckled..

Me:NoI'mnot

Him:I'mnotfollowingyoutooSli

Me:Okay

Iwalkedaway...

Him:Sinceitseemslikewefollowingeachother,

whynotfolloweachothertoarestauranttoo?

Me:Idon'tknowaboutthat

Him:Aren'twefollowingeachother?

Me:Well

Him:Solet'sfolloweachothertotherestaurant,I'm

sureyouhungryfromalltheshoppingyoubeen

doing



Me:Ohwwell

Him:I'lltakethatasayes

Me:OnlybecauseI'mhungry

Him:I'mgladyouhungry

.

Tobecontinued
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NONGCEBO

AmIhappythatKelso'slifeisgoingwellespecially

aftereverythingthathehasdonetome?NoIam

nothappy.Iamlefttodealwiththetraumahehas

putmethrough,whilsthegoesontolivelike

nothinghappened.Reunitingwithhisfamilyand

livinghappilyeverafter.Kelsohasn'tshownany

compassionforwhathehasdone,himaskingme

forforgivenesswasevenshortlived.DoIloveKelo,

thehonestanswertothatisthatI'vebeenwith



MakhathiniforyearsandIdidn'tlovehim.Iwas

abletotoleratehim.Kelsooncesaid"Thisisthe

gameoflove,andwegoingtoplayithisway"now

thetablesareturning.It'smyturnforustoplayit

myway,myrules,andmycommands!..

IarrivedhomelesstiredthanIusuallyam,maybeI

amstartingtogetusedtothehours.

NowIhavetoprapareformydinnerdatewithKelo

lateron.IhavetomakesurethatIlookmybest...

SLI(NONGCEBO'SSISTER)

ThisKennyofapersonwasveryinterestingIwon't

lie.Ifoundmyselfenjoyingourlunch,wetalked

aboutalotofthingsandhesaidalittleabouthis

life.Notmuchofatalkerinthatdepartment,Idon't

blamehimthoughwehavejustknowneachother

for5seconds

Iwasverymuchtakenandimpressedbyhim,his

physiqueandhowhecarriedhimself.Hehada



bodythatsurpassedMenyoungerthanhim.The

worldwouldbeabetterplaceifMentookcareof

themselvesthewaythatKennyistakingcareof

himself.

Hewalkedmetomycar..

Me:Ihadagreattime,thankyou

Him:YougavemeyournumberIwillbecalling,I

hopeit'snotawrongnumber

Me:WhywouldIgiveyouawrongnumber?

Him:Iknowyouladies

Ichuckled..

Me:Youcancallit,it'sworking

Him:Itrustyou

Welookedateachotherforawhile,thenIlooked

down..

Him:Letmenotkeepyou,I'vekeptyoulong

enough

Me:I'llbewaitingforyourcall



Hewalkedcloserandhuggedme.Haven'tshareda

hugwiththeoppositegenderinawhilenowonly

myBrother.Hekissedmeonthecheek..

Hethenopenedthedoorforme..

Him:Takecareandgethomesafe

Me:Iwill

Igotin,andheclosedthedoor.Hesteppedback

andwaitedformetodriveoff..

KELO

MyMomwasatthestovecooking..

Me:Ihavetotalktoyouaboutsomething

Mom:Whatisit?

Ifoldedmyarmsandleanedagainstthefridge..

Me:WhydidyourefusetobeNongcebo'slawyer?

Mom:Shetoldyou?

Me:Yesshedid



Mom:Youtwoarethatclose?

Inodded..

Mom:Youthinkit'sagoodideaseeingyour

Brother'swife?

Me:KelsoisnotmyBrother

Mom:NongcebolovesKelso,Nongcebowillalways

loveKelso.Youarejustarebound

Me:OhwamInow?

Mom:IfNongceboisreadytogobackintothe

worldofdatingagain,whydidshechoosetodoit

withyou?YouandKelsolookverymuchalike.IfI

wasNongceboIwouldn'twantanythingtodowith

youbecauseyouwillalwaysremindmeofthe

personwhohurtmedeeply,butheresheis

agreeingtobewithyouifthat'sthecase.I'mnot

goingtorepresenther,I'mnotgoingtoplaydirectly

intoherweb.Sheisplayingagainstyourown

brotherandyouallowinghertodoso,she'strying

tomakeKelsojealousandpossiblyhurthim.You

allowinghertodoso.I'mnotgoingtobeapartofit



Me:Therewaythatyoudefendinghim,allofa

suddenyouwannaplayMommytohimafteryears

andyearsofdumpinghimanddidn'tevencare.You

namedmealmostafterhimtosoothyourguilty

conscienceofabandoninghim

Mom:Hey!!!Thisismyhouseanddon'tevertalkto

melikethat!NowasawomanIsympathizewith

Nongceboandwhathappenedtoher.I'mgladshe

lefthimbuthowshe'sgoingabouteverythingI'm

nothappywithit.Youwannaplayrightinhertrap

thenthat'sokaybutdon'texpectmetoplayalong

too..Iamnotrepresentingthisgirl!

RACHEL

Iknockedathisdoor..

Gav:Comein

Imademywayin.Hesmiledwhenhesawme..

Gav:Donewithyourshift?

Me:YeshopeIdidn'tcatchyouatthewrongtime



Heclosedhislaptopandstoodup..

Gav:Notatall..Iwilldriveyouhome

Me:IwashopingtotalktoyoubeforeIleave

Gav:Iseverythingokay?Aretheprisonersgiving

youahardtime?

Me:No..Notatall

Hewalkeduptome..

Gav:Whatisit?

Iplacedmyhandsonhischest..

Me:Iwastalkingtothisotherprisonerandhewas

wrongfullyaccused

Gav:Mostofthemsaythat,butheretheyare

behindthesewalls

Me:No..Ifeelstronglyaboutthisone,heis

innocenthewassetup

Gav:Ifthere'sevidenceagainsthim,concrete

evidencethenmyhandsaretied

Me:Ijustwantyoutolookintohiscasethat'sall



thatI'maskingfor

Hesighed...

Me:Please

Gav:Iwill..Maybeyoucanspendanightatmy

houseandthenwewillgothroughhisfiletogether

Me:Isthatyourwayoftryingtogetmetoyourbed

tonight?

Gav:Thatwouldbemessyofmetodothat

Me:Fine,I'llsleepoveratyourhouseandwewill

talkabouthiscase

Gav:Ipromise..Wewill

Heleanedoverandkissedme..

KELSO

Isatdownonthebathroomfloorandlookedatthe

pillsIfoundinthecabinet.Theyweren'ttheones

Modridwastalkingabout..



Me:ComeonSole..Wheredidyouhidethepills?

Isatthereforanother2minutes,andthengotup.I

dustedmyhandsandputthepillsinthesink.I

walkedtothedoorandstopped.Thebathroomis

clean,buttheareawhereIwassittinghaddirt.My

handhaddirtwhenIplaceditonthefloorto

supportmyselfwhenIgotup.Iturnedaroundand

wenttothatarea,indeeditwasabitdirty.Ilooked

aroundanditwastheonlyareathatwasdirty.I

lookedup,Inoticedthatonetileoftheceiling

wasn'tsteady.Igotthesmallchairandclimbedit.I

removedthetileandinsertedmyhandinsideandI

camebackwiththepills.Iclosedmyeyesand

exhaled.

Red&whitepillsashowModridsaid...

MODRID

Iwastakenoutsideagainforsomefreshairanda

smoke.Idon'tsmokebutIhadtostart,it'sallpart

oftheDevineplan.Ilookedaroundandsawthe



policevanapproachingthemaingate.Ilookedat

theWarden..

Me:Whattimeisit?

Warden:16:00

Me:What'sthatvanfor?

Warden:It'sdroppingoffnewinmates

Me:Itcomeseverydayatthistime?

Warden:Inthemorningat8am,afterbetween15:00

-16:00thenatnightagainbetween20:00-21:00

Me:Isee

Thegatewasopenanditdrovein,3Guardswereat

thegateholdingtheirgunsasthevandrovein..

Warden:Timeup,youhavetogetbackinside

Ithrewthecigarettedownandsteppedonit..

KELSO

Scorp:Howishegoingtodrinkthepillsifhe'snot



lucid?Idoubthecanevensayhisname..

Me:Ihaveaplan

Iwenttothekitchenandgotaspoon.Iopenedtwo

capsulesandpouredthecontentsonaspoonand

mixeditwithabitofwater.Iwenttothem..

Me:Turnhim,hemustfaceup

Scorpionturnedhim,thenweforcedthespoon

insidehismouth..

Scorp:I'llgetaglassofwatertomakesurethat

everythinggoesdown

MODRID

Itookthepenandpaperandstartedwritingdown..

"BelovedBrotherinChrist

Ihopethisletterfindsyouwell.InmydespairIwas

sittinghereandreadingthebookofActs16verse

25-26.Itreads:-



ButatmidnightPaulandSilaswereprayingand

singinghymnstoGod,andtheprisonerswere

listening.Tothem.Suddenlytherewasagreat

earthquake,sothatthefoundationsoftheprison

wereshaken.Andimmediatelyeveryone'schains

wereloosed.

Ihopethisletterfindsyouwell,andIhopeyouwill

visitmesoontosendsomeprayersmyway.Ialso

sendprayersyourwaysinceIheardyounotfeeling

well.

TakecareBrother

Godbless

IwroteSole'saddressontheenvelope..Tomorrow

morningletterswillbesent..

.
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SOLE

AWEEKLATER

IhandedKelsotheletter..

Kelso:WhatamIlookingat?

Me:Read

Heread..

[AFTERAMINUTE]

Kelso:HeisaChristian?

Me:No..

Kelso:I'mlost

Me:ModridwantsustobreakhimoutofPrison

Kelso:What?



Me:ThebookofActs..Lookingattheword"Act"it

meansdosomething,takeaction.Chapter16

meanswehave16daystobreakhimout.Counting

thedatethatleadstothetimeframethatweare

given,itmeansthe16dayswillbeonthe25thwith

onlyonedaydelayshouldweencounterproblems

alongthewaywhichisthe26th.Thewholeverse

circlesaroundbreakinghimoutofPrison

Kelso:Damn!Iwouldn'thavefiguredthatout

Me:ThequestioniswhoisModrid?Howdoeshe

knowmuchaboutustothepointofknowingwhere

welive

Kelso:That'salarming,hedoesalotaboutus

Me:Itseemsso,Iwannapayhimavisitlateron

todayandseewhathe'sabout

Kelso:InthemeantimeI'llgotoScorpionandtell

himwhat'shappening

Sole:I'mgladyouguysdecidedtofindcommon

ground

Kelso:Yawecool



Me:GotoScorpionandI'llgoseewhatthisModrid

isabout

Kelso:Aytwe'llcheckyoulater

Me:Cool

SANDISIWE

Soleendedupagreeingformetomoveinwithmy

Auntandherfamily.Witheverythingthat'sgoingon

withhim,hewantedmetobesafewhilstheworks

onhimself...

Thepregnancywasweighingmedownnow,worse

TakieandNongcebohaveplannedababyshower

formethiscomingweekend.Itwasmeanttobea

secretbutTakiehasabigmouth.Ireallydon'twant

ababyshower,Ican'tdisappointNongcebothough.

EspeciallysinceI'mnotmeanttofindoutaboutit..I

heardaknockatthedoor..

Me:I'mcoming!

Everyonewasout,Iwasaloneinthehouse.



Tookmeawhiletogetoffthecouch,Idraggedmy

feetandwenttoopenthedoor.Tomysurprise,it

wasmyMother..

Me:Mama?

Ma:Sandi

Iletherin...

Iamnotupfordrama.Sheturnedandlookedatme..

Ma:Howareyou?

Me:Goodandhowareyou?

Ma:I'mwell..Youlooklikeyoureadytopopsoon

Me:YesIam

Shenodded..

Me:CanIofferyousomethingtodrink?

Ma:Teawouldbenicethankyou

Me:Okayletmemakeit,youcanwaitinthelounge

forsolong

Shewalkedtotheloungewhilelookingaround..



SLI(NONGCEBO'SSISTER)

KenandIwehavebeenincommunicationever

sincethelasttimewesaweachotheratthemall.

Hecallsmeeveryday,wetexteachotheralot.He's

averygoodman,andhehasstartedtomakeme

feelsomehow..Lastnighthecalledandaskedme

tocomeattheparkforapicnictoday.Sucha

classictraditiontotakeawomanout,Ilikedthe

wholeideasoIputonmysummerdress,sandals,

andasummerhat..Indeeditwasapicnic.Towelon

thegrass,fruitsalad,sandwiches,grapetizerand

snacks..

Me:Wowthisisnice

Hewrappedhisarmsaroundmywaistandkissed

me..

Him:Youdon'tfinditboring?

Me:Noit'sreallybeautiful

Him:I'mgladyoulikeit

Heheldmyhandandhelpedmetositdown..



Iglanceddownateverything..

Me:Didyougetanyhelpfromsomeone?

Him:Notatall,thisisallme

Todayhewaswearingacapinsteadofthebucket

hat..

Him:Ibroughtthegrapetizerwasn'tsureifyoutake

alcohol

Me:Grapetizerisfine,thankyou

Him:ThenIshallpourforyou

Hetooktheglassandpouredforme..

Me:Thankyou

Him:Youlooknice

Me:Thankyou,andyoulookhandsome

Him:Thankyou

Icouldn'thelpbutlookathistrunk,hisjeansweren't

tightbuthismanhooddidn'tshyawayfrombeing

displayed..

Suchastrongman,Iwonderhowsexislikewith



him.I'msureheknowshisbusiness,Imeanhe

takescareofhimselfverywell.Hemustbeabeast

toointhebedroom..

MANTO

Ihadtakenmyannualleave,andIwashometolet

myGrandmotherknowthatsomeonewillbeasking

formyhandinmarriageprettysoon.Shetookthe

newsbetterthanIexpected,especiallyafterItold

heraboutBanzaandhisfamily.Shewasgrateful

thatI'mgettingmarriedintoafamilythat'sgoingto

understandmygift,afamilythatactuallyhasa

Prophettoo..IwasonthephonewithBanza..

Banza:She'sokaywitheverything?

Me:I'msurprisedtoo

Banza:That'sgreatnewsSthandwaSam

Me:IamhappyIcan'twait

Banza:Ican'twaittoo



MyGrandmothercalledme..

Me:LetmegoI'llcallyoulater

Banza:OkayIloveyou

Me:Iloveyoutoo

NONGCEBO

IwasofftodaysoIdecidedtolazearoundthe

house.Neededtorest,workingandstudyingatthe

sametimecanbetiring.Kelosucceededingetting

throughmyapplicationforMedicine,nowI'mjust

waitingforaresponse.Whethermyapplicationwas

successfulornot,Ireallywannagotoschoolnext

year..Iheardthedoorbellbeingrang..

Iwenttoopen,itwasKelso.Hewaslookingdown

whenIopened,assoonasthedoorwasfullyopen

helookedatme..

Kelso:Hi

Me:Hi



Whatishedoinghere?

Me:Whatareyoudoinghere?

Kelso:Iamlookingf-

Me:Youreallydidn'thavetoshowupatmy

doorstep,thisisdisrespectful.Youharassmeat

worknowyouharassingmeathome?

Hechuckled..

Kelso:Ineverharassedyouatwork

Me:Youshowedupatmyworkplace

Kelso:IdidbecausemySonwassick

Me:Sotherewasn'tanyDoctorsaround?

Herubbedhiseyeswithhisfingers..

Kelso:Ng'khathelekanjaniSthandwaSam(I'mtired

mylove)

Ifoldedmyarms...

Me:Whatdoyouwanthere?

Kelso:IamlookingforyourBrother

Me:Huh?



Kelso:Scorpion

Me:Youdecidedtohandyourselfover?

Kelso:Againsthandwasam'I'mreallytiredforwhat

youtryingtodo

Me:MyBrotherhatesyou,hewilldefinitelykillyou

righthereandrightnow!

Kelso:Pleasecallhimforme

IwentbackintocallLindo,heshowedupfromhis

room..

Me:Kelsoisheretotalktoyou

Lindo:OhhhI'mcoming

Thiswasstrange,sincewhenisLindoandKelso

friends?

Iwentbacktothedoor..

Me:He'scoming

Kelso:I'llwaitinthecar

Me:Didyougetthedivorcepapers?

Kelso:YesIdid



Me:Areyougoingtosignthem?

Kelso:NoI'mnot

Me:Iaminarelationship

Kelso:Noyouareamarriedwomanwhoispissed

atherhusbandandthendecidedtofoolaround

withhislittleBrothertomakehimjealous.Sowhen

youdoneplayingjusttellme

Iwasspeechless..Ifoldedmyarmsagain..

Kelso:Whatashame

Lindoshowedup..

Lindo:EyyKelso

Kelso:Scorp

Theydidsomehandshake..

Kelso:Sigcwaleistradi?(Shouldwetakeadrive)

Lindo:Yeahasambe(let'sgo)

Lindowalkedout..

Thiswasveryconfusing,somethingiswrong..



SOLE

Witheverythingthatwasgoingon,Iwasrelieved

thatSandiwaswithherfamily.Idon'twanther

stressing..IdrovetotheprisontoseethisModrid,I

wasdressedupformallywithaBibleundermy

armpittryingtofitthecharacter..Thevisitwas

monitored

Theybroughthimin,helookedatmeandwalkedup

tothechair.HealsohadhisBible

Hedidn'tsitdownthough..

Modrid:Brother

Me:Brother

Istooduptoo..

Modrid:Iamverypleasedtoseeyouandseethat

youholdingupwell

Me:GodisamercifulGod,I'mgratefulthatIamstill

here

Modrid:Indeed...Ithinkweshouldpray,thankthe



Goodlordforeverything

Modrid:Iagree..

Wesatdownandbowedourheads..

Me:"GoodLordwethankyouforthismeeting,

thankyouforshowingourbrotheraway.Theright

way..Amen"

Modrid:Amen

Me:IreceivedtheletterBrother

Modrid:Iampleasedtohearthat

Me:Tellmehowexactlydidyoufindoutaboutour

church?

Modrid:Lotofresearch,inaplacelikethisyouhave

timetoresearch

Me:Isee..Areyouhappywithourchurch?

Modrid:Notmyfirstchoicebut..Ihavefaiththatthe

churchwilldobetterthanhowit'scurrentlydoing

Me:Iagree..Iagree

Modrid:Iwishforabaptism



Me:OhhBrother,that'sstillearly

Modrid:I'mready

Me:Doyouknowthatwhenyougodownthatroad

there'snocomingback?

Modrid:Iknow..BrotherIamtryingtochangemy

ways,becomeabetterPerson

Me:YouremindmeofPaulrightnow.Whenhewas

goingafterGod'schildren.Jesushithimwith

lightningandasked"Paulwhyareyoupersecuting

me"that'showhechangedhisways

Modrid:AmenBrother..Inaplacelikethis,youare

alonewithyourthoughts.Youendupthinking

aboutalotofthingsandyouchangeyourways

Me:Verytrue

Modrid:Thisisablessedmeeting

Me:IndeedBrother,IwilltalktotheReverendabout

yourbaptism

Modrid:ThankyouBrother



GAVKHUMALO

Ilistenedtothemastheycarriedonwiththere

conversation..

Warden:Ican'tbelieveweactuallylisteningtotwo

MentalkingaboutBaptism

Me:No..Thisisnotabaptism,somethingisnot

right.Theyspeakingincodes

Warden:Iftheyarethentheyreallymasterminds

Me:Ontheirnextmeeting,callDetectiveKing

Warden:YesSir

.

Tobecontinued
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SLI(NONGCEBO'SSISTER)



Kendecidedthatwetakeawalkaroundthepark

aftereating.Justwalkaroundandtalk.

Weheldhandsaswewalkedaround,thereweren't

manypeopleormaybeit'sbecauseit'saweekday

that'swhytheparkdidn'thavealotofpeople.My

sandalswerestartingtohurtmyfeet,theyweretoo

tightandtheleatherwasdiggingthroughmyskin.I

stopped..

Ken:Whatswrong?

Me:Mysandalsarehurtingme

Wewalkedtothenearbybenchandsatdown..

Ken:MayI?

Inodded..

Hetookmyfootandputitonhim,thenhetookoff

mysandalandmassagedmyfoot.Hehadavery

gentletouch.Hedidthesamewiththeotherfoot..

Ken:I'vealwaysthoughtthatheelsweretheonly

onesthathurt

Me:Notexactly



Ken:Howdoesthatfeel?

Me:Itfeelsgood

Myfootwasveryclosetohistrunk..

Ken:Willyouabletowalkback?

Me:Ithinkso

Ken:Let'sgo

Me:beforepeoplestealoutthings

Hegotupfirstandextendedhishandouttome,I

helditandhehelpedmetomyfeet...

Me:Thankyou

Westartedwalkingbacktoourpicnicsetup,butit

wasuncomfortablewalkingbarefooted

Ken:Comeon,hoponmyback

Me:That'sunnecessary

Ken:Iinsist

Hehelpedmetogetonhisback,thenIputmyarms

aroundhisneck.Heheldmysandalsandatthe

sametimehisarmswerefirmlysituatedundermy



buttforsupport..

Ilaidmyheadonhisshoulder..

Ken:Yougood?

Me:I'mgood

Ken:Haven'tpassedout?

Me:No(laughing)

Ken:Justchecking,youcanneverbesurethese

days

Me:I'mfinethankyou

Ken:Nothanktheheavensyoualrightwithyour

beautifulsensitivefeet

Me:Ijustworethewrongsandals

Ken:That'shappensalotwhenyoutryingto

impresssomeone

Ilaughedagain..

Me:Iwasn'twearingthemtoimpressyou

Ken:Ohwnowthetruthcomesout,didyouhave

someoneelsearoundherethatyouwantedto



impress?

Me:Stopit!(laughing)

Ken:Youcanneverbetoosure

Me:Youwalkingslow

Ken:Doyouwantmetoputyoudownandyouwalk

onyourown?

Me:Don'tbedramatic

Ken:Youapatientyouhavenoreasontocomplain

Me:I'mnotcomplaining

Ken:Ihopeso

NONGCEBO

Banzastoppedbytoseeme,itwasgoodseeing

him..

Banza:It'sbeenaminutesinceIlastsawyou

Me:Tellmeaboutit



Banza:Howhaveyoubeen?

Me:I'vebeengood

Banza:Iseeyouhaveanewboyfriend,fromyour

Facebookposts

Ikeptquiet..

Banza:Whatisthematter?

Me:It'snothing

Banza:Talktome,youknowweusedtotalkabout

anythingandeverything

Me:It'snotthatdeep..HonestlyspeakingIwanted

tomakeKelsojealousbutitseemsasiflikehe's

notevenpayingattention

Banza:Trustme,heisjealouseventhoughhe

doesn'tshowit.Whyarewemakinghimjealous

again?

Me:Idon'tknow

Banza:Doyoustillwanthim?

Me:WhathappenedbetweenKelsoandIwasdeep,

itwasthatdeepbecausewitchcraftwasinvolved



Banza:Isichitoisverydangerous,itcanbreakwhat

wasoncegood

Me:IwishIhadrealizedsooner,andgothelp

soonerbeforethiswholesituationbetweenKelso

andI

Banza:Iunderstandwhatyoumeanbutthe

questionstillremains.Doyoustillwanthimback?

Me:GoingbacktoKelsowouldjustfeellikesending

thewrongmessage,thatit'sokaytogobacktoyour

abuser

Banza:Kelsoisashitpersonnolie,naturallyheisa

shitperson.Witchcraftisverydeepandwhatthey

didtoyouaffectedyouinaway,there'sKelsothen

there'sKelsowhenheiswithyou.Ihatetosaythis

butKelsowouldhaveactedthatwaytoyouifhe

wasinhisrightmind.Saythewitchcraftdidn'twork

andhewasKelsowouldhehavedonethat?

Me:NoKelsoisintimidatingbutnotoncedidhe

raisehishandonmebeforetheMakhathini

situation

Banza:Soyougoingtoliveyourlifeworryingabout



whatpeoplearegoingtosay?Peoplealwaystalk

whetheryoudoinggoodthingsorbadthings.We

cannotdecideforyou,it'syourlife.Ifyoudo

considergoingbacktohim,it'llbeverydifferentthis

timearound.Younotaloneyouhaveus,youhavea

family.HelldareyourfatheristheGavheknows

onemistakeKhumalowillputhimbehindbarsfor

lifeandmakehislifehelladifficultinsidethat'sif

Lindodoesn'tkillhimfirst

Me:Speakingofthatonetheyarebestfriendsnow

Banza:What?

Me:HypocriticaltendenciesItellyou

Banza:Whatadifferentturnofevents

Me:Kelsoisevenattendingtherapy

Banza:Maybeyouguysshouldgotogetherattend

therapytogetherasacoupleifthingsdon'tchange

bythen,thenyouwillknowthatitwasnotmeantto

be

KELSO



ScorpionandIwentoutfordrinks,Solejoinedus

whenhecamebackfromthevisit.

Me:Howdiditgo?

Sole:Iammeetingupwithhimlaterontonightfora

morethoroughvisitandexplanation

Scorpion:Sowearegoingtobreakthisguyoutof

Prisonforreal?

Me:Howdoweknowhewon'tturnonusandskip

thecountryafterwehavebrokehimout?

Sole:That'sthechanceweshouldbewillingtotake,

I'mnotreadytolosemygirls

Scorpion:Ijustwantustogetthisshitoverand

donewiththengobacktoournormallives,Idon't

wantmysistersandmygirlfriendlivinginfear

Me:Fromhereonweshouldjuststayawayfromthe

Italians

Sole:Agreed..ItshouldbeeasierbecauseScorp

yourfatheristheGav



Scorp:OhwyesIcancallhimandhecanjoinus

thenwecandiscusswithhimhowwewannabreak

oneofhisinmatesout

Ilaughed..

Sole:That'snotwhatImeant

Scorp:It'sverydifficultthatI'mgoingagainsthim

Me:Whydon'twejusttellhim,it'shisDaughterI'm

surehewillbreakthelawforher

Scorp:HewouldratherfindtheItaliansandlock

themupthanbreakthelaw

Sole:Thenwedoingthisourselvesafterthiswejust

gobacktoourlives

Me:Yeahlet'sseehowitgoes

Sole:ScorpyoustillwannakillKelsoafterthis?

Scorp:Yes..Whenthisisdoneheisdonetoo

Sole:Goingagainstmybestfriendwillbegoing

againstmetoo

Scorp:Howthingschange



Me:That'ssweetSole,I'mactuallyblushing

Sole:I'mprobablyoneenemyyoudon'twannahave

Scorp:I'moneenemyyoudon'twannahave

Solechuckled..

Scorp:Nongcebowasgoingtogobacktohim

eitherway

Me:NongceboisfoolingaroundwithmyBrother

Scorp:Ihatethathighpitchedvoiceguy,isiyoyo

(he'safool)

Me:Mymotherthis,mymotherthat

Scorp:He'salittleboythatone

SANDISIWE

Me:That'snottrueMa(laughing)

Ma:I'mtellingyou

Me:Wellmypregnancyisnotlikethat



Ma:Thenyoublessed

Me:DoesDadknowyouhere?

Ma:Hedoesn'tknow

Me:Hewillbemadifhefindsout

Ma:Itdidn'tfeelrightwithmeknowingthatmy

DaughterisouttherePregnantandalone,whatkind

ofaMotheramItoabandonher

Me:IthasbeendifficultnoliebutSolehasalways

beenthereforme

Ma:Hesoundslikeagoodguy

Me:Heis

Ma:Doyoulovehim?

Me:YesIdo

Ma:AtleastyounotgoingthroughthisalonebutI

would'velikeditthatafterthebabyyouperhapsgo

backtoSchool.Havingababydoesn'tmeanthat

youshouldgiveuponlife

Me:That'swhatI'mplanningondoing..Thankyou

forcoming,Itrulyappreciateit



Ma:Youwelcomemylove

Me:Socontinuewiththestory

Ma:YesasIwastellingyou..

RACHEL

TodayIwasdoingtheafternoonshift.WhenI

openedthedoorabouttowalkout,myhusband

wasstandingatthedoorormyexhusbandrather..

Him:Rachel

Me:Goodafternoon

Helookedatmeforawhile..

Him:Howareyou?

Me:I'mgoodthanksandyou?

Him:I'mwell..Ialmostdidn'trecognizeyou

Me:Ohw

Him:Canwetalk?



Me:Ican'ttalk,I'mgoingtowork

Him:Youwork?

Me:YesIdo

Him:That'sgoodtohear

Me:Ihavebeenmeaningtosendyouthedivorce

papersI'vejustbeenbusy

Him:I'mheretotalkaboutthat

Me:You'llbegettingthemsoon

Him:Idon'twantadivorce

Me:Idon'tunderstand

Him:Idon'twantadivorce,Iwantustoworkthings

out

Me:Youdon'twantadivorcebutIwantit

Him:Rachelcomeon,youareawomanoffaithyou

knowexactlywhattheBiblesaysaboutdivorce

Khumaloshowedup,wearinghisfulluniform..

Khumalo:GoodafternoonMaK

Me:Goodafternoon



Khumalo:Youlookinggoodasalways

Hewalkeduptomeandkissedme..

Khumalo:Isitmeoryoubecomemorebeautiful

eachday?Ineedtorethankmyancestorsfor

bringingyoumyway

Me:Idon'tknowmaybeit'syou

Hekissedmeagain..

Khumalo:Areyoureadytogo?

Me:Yes

Heheldmybagformeandalsoheldmyhand.

WhenwestartedwalkingItrippedbutdidn'tfall...

Me:Mydressishookingonmyheels

Khumalocroucheddownandfixedmydress..

Khumalo:JustwatchyourstepIdon'twantyou

fallingandbreakingyourbones

Me:Thankyou

Hegotbackuponhisfeet..

Khumalo:Holditupabit



Me:Okay

Wecontinuedwalking..
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NONGCEBO

LateronBanzadroppedmeoffatKelso'shouse.I

wantedtoseehowhisGrandmotherwasdoing,it's

beenawhile.Shewelcomedmewithopenarmsas

always,thoughIdidn'tlikehowshelooked.Shehad

lostalotofweight.Shewantedtomaketeaforus

butIinsistedbecauseshedidn'tseemsowell..

Grams:It'sgoodtoseeyou,it'sbeenawhile

Me:It'sbeenawhileindeed,howareyouholdingup?

Grams:Iamtrying,sincemySonpassedonI

haven'tbeengood.Yeshewasinjail,andhehas

beenthereforalongtime.Hewasn'tgoingtocome

outanytimesoon,buthimbeingalivegavemehope,

hopethathewouldcomeout



Me:I'mtrulysorry,Icanonlyimaginewhatyou

goingthrough

Grams:It'slifeandGod'swill.Wecannotchange

whatGodhasintended

Me:That'strue

Grams:Iheardyoufoundajob

Me:YesIamworking

Grams:That'slovely,I'mgladyoudecidedtogetup

andgetyourown

Me:ThankyouGrams

Grams:Ishouldstartcooking

Me:Noplease..Allowme

Grams:Youreallydon'thavetoo

Me:Iwanttoo..It'snotroubleatall

Grams:Thankyou,Godbless

BANZA



IreceivedacallfrommyFatheraskingmetostop

byatthehouse.Iwonderwhathewantsnow..I

parkedandwalkedintotheyard.Iwalkedtothe

doorandknocked,itwasawfullyquiet.Theyard

wasn'ttidy,whenMomwasstillhere.Theyardwas

alwaysclean.Ievensawlaundrythatwashalfdone

andleftoutside,thewaterwasevenstartingtoget

slimy.Potsnexttotheoutsidetap..

MyFatheropenedthedoor..

Dad:Banele

Me:Baba

Iwalkedin.FirstthingInoticedweredishesinthe

sink,thefloorwasdirtytoo..

Me:Howareyou?

Dad:I'mgood

Wewalkedtothelounge.Apileoflaundryonthe

couchthatwaswashedandnotironed..

Isatdown..

Dad:CanIofferyousomethingtodrink?



Me:Nothankyou

Dad:Howhaveyoubeen?

Me:I'vebeengood..Ihavebeendoinggood

Dad:Wordisoutthatyounowowntaxis

Me:YesIdo..I'mactuallysavinguptopayLobola

Dad:That'sgoodtohear,I'mreallyproudofyou

Son

Me:Thankyou

Dad:BanzaImadeaterriblemistake

Ilookedathim..

Dad:IshouldhaveneverletyourMothergo

Me:ItiswhatitisDad

Dad:Iwantherback,Iwantmywifeback

Ishookmyhead..

Me:No..

Dad:I'mwillingtosendchurchelderstogoandtalk

toher



Me:No..Don't..Notnow.Momisreallyinagood

space,shehascomeveryfar.Pleasedon'tdisturb

herpeace.She'sveryhappywithherliferightnow

Dad:Andshehasfoundsomeoneelse

Me:Yes..Someonewholovesherandacceptedher

forwhosheis

Heputhishandsonhisheadandlookeddown..

Me:Whathappenedtotheladyyoufound?

Dad:Sheisthebiggestmistakeofmylife.Shegot

hereandstartedbefriendingnotgoodneighbours.

Shespendshertimeonthestreetsgossiping,my

houseisnowagossipingstation.Thesewomen

alsocomehere,eat,andtalk.Shehardlydoes

anythingaroundthehouse.Evennow,she'souton

thestreet.Atchurchshehasbefriendedtheyouth,

peoplearecomplainingabouttheherthatshe

gossipsalot

Me:Youmadeyourbed,youputyourwifeout

worseshewassick.Youputusoutasiflikewe

weredogs



Isawtearswellingupinhiseyes..

Me:I'msorrybut..Youmadeyourbed

KENBHEMBE

Sliwassupposedtobemysweetrevengetothe

Gav.Iwantedtobringhimtohiskneesbyusinghis

Daughtertodo,thatwasthewholeplan.Spending

timewithherhasmademetosoftenupfromdoing

that.She'sanamazingwoman,verybeautiful,and

humble.Ienjoyspendingtimewithher,enjoyhow

respectfulsheis.Sheismessingwithme,sheis

messwithmyhead..

Sli:Sowhatdoyouthink?

Me:Beingalecturersoundsgood,Imeanitsounds

likeagoodjob

Sli:I'vealwayswantedtobeone,it'slessworkthan

actuallyhavingapracticeorworkingatthehospital

Me:Justsayyoulazy



Shelaughed..

Sli:It'sbeenawhilesinceIhaveworkedso,Idon't

wannagobackinthefieldyet

Me:Iunderstand..Igetyou

Sli:Imissyou,Ireallyhadagoodtimeatthepark

Me:Imissyoutoo,wewilldoitagainsometime

Sli:Ilookforwardtoit

Me:LetmegetbacktowhatIwasdoing,I'llcallyou

later

Sli:Okaythenbye

Me:Sli

Sli:Yes?

Me:Ngiyak'thanda

Sli:Iloveyoutoo

Me:Manjewhyareyoustartingwithpolitics?I

didn'tsay"Iloveyou"ngithengiyak'thanda

Sli:iDramaengaka..Namingiyak'thanda

Me:ByeNtokazi



Sli:Bye

NONGCEBO

Iwalkedoutofthehouseasthepotswereonthe

stove,Kelsowasleaningagainstthewallsmoking.

Withhislegslightlyraisedupandhisfoothitting

againstthewall..Musicwasplayingfromhisroom

andhebrokethematchstickwithhisteeth.His

eyeswerefocusingontheground,hehadhis

beaniehatonandthehatofhishoodiehatoverthe

beaniehat.Iwalkeduptohimandstoodnextto

himwithoutsayinganything..

Kelso:I'mnotsigningthepapers

Me:Iknow

Ifoldedmyarms...

Me:YouandmyBrother?

Kelso:Wehavefoundcommongroundthat'sall

Me:Isee



Kelso:Areyoujealous?

Me:Noatall

(Silence)

Kelso:Awung'tsheleyentoyakhonoKeloiyophela

nini?(TellmethisthingbetweenyouandKelowhen

isitgoingtoend)

Ikeptquiet..

Kelso:Youcan'treplacemeSkat,ungabalanda

bonke(Youcangetthemall)

Me:I'mnottryingtoreplaceyou

Kelso:Whatareyoudoing?

Me:Ialsodon'tknow

Helookedatme..

Kelso:Ifyoudon'twannabewithmewhydon'tyou

taketimeandbebyyourself,thisthingthatyou

doing..HewillcatchfeelingsandIthinkhehas..

Ang'funiuk'busyngijikisananoKelo(Idon'twanna

befightingwithKelo)

Hedroppedthecigarettebudontheground..



Kelso:Angiy'thandilentooyenzayo(Idon'tlikewhat

youdoing)

Hewalkedintohisroom..

SOLE

Theyletmein,insidethesolitaryconfinement.The

Wardenwalkedoutandclosedthedoor..

Iputmyhandsinmypocketsandlookedathim..

Mo:Thatwasagreatperformanceearlieron

Me:Iwannaknoweverything,wannaknowhowyou

knowsomuchaboutus

Mo:IamworkingwithNastro,heranabackground

checkonyouguys

Me:Isee

Mo:Includingyourforeigntissueimplant

Ilookedathim..

Mo:Don'tworry,yoursecretissafewithme.



Although,itwilleventuallydriveyouinsane.It

doesn'tbelongthereandit'smessingwithyour

brain.IadmireyouforvolunteeringbutIadmirethe

Neurologistwhodidthewholeproceduremore.

Apparentlyitwasonlythetwoofyouwho

respondedwelltotheexperiment.Wouldbea

shameifpeopleknewthatyouaren'tassmartas

theythinkyouare

Me:I'msureyoudidn'tcallmehereforthat

Mo:No..Ofcoursenot..Youandyourfriendsstole

Nastro'smoneyandhewantsyouguystogethim

thenecklace..

Me:Iknowthedetails,let'sgettothepoint

Mo:YouwillbreakmeoutofhereandI'mgoingto

helpyouguysgetthenecklace,thenIsailoffto

anotherplace

Me:Whyshouldwetrustyou?

Mo:Doyouhavemuchofachoice?

Me:Iguessnot

Mo:TheBaptismplanisadecoytomisleadtheGav,



it'snottherealplan.He'snotastupidmanIam

surehehaspickeditupthatwewerespeakingin

codes..Ourplanisgoingtobelessmessy

Me:I'mlistening

Mo:Iwasthinkingofthejudgethatputmehere,get

himtotransfermethat'stheplan.Whenthevan

leaves,youguyswillbewaitingontheotherside

thenitgoesdown

Me:Whoisthejudge?

Mo:Fourè..Everythingelseyouwillfigureitouton

yourown,Ihavealreadygivenyoudirection

Me:Iwillletyouknow

Mo:Prepareascriptureforourtomorrow'svisit,we

havetokeepuptheactandnothavethembe

suspiciousofanything

Me:I'lldoso

NONGCEBO



WhenIwasdonecookingIdishedupforeveryone.I

tookKelso'sfoodtothebedroom,hewaspassed

outonthebed.Iputtheplateonthedressingtable

andlookedathim.Iturnedandwalkedawaybut

stopped,Iturnedbackandwalkedbacktothebed.I

tookoffmyshoesandgentlylaidnexttohim.Iput

myheadonhischestandhewrappedhisarms

aroundmewithoutsayinganything..Iclosedmy

eyestoo

.

Tobecontinued
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SANDISIWE

Takie:Andthebabydaddyishere

Solemadehiswayintothelounge,Iwaslayingon

thecouchwatchingaseriesonNetflix..

Me:Hey



Sole:Sweets

Takie:I'llgiveyouguyssomespace

Shewenttothebedroom..

Sole:Howareyou?Imissyouguys

Hekissedmeonmyforeheadandsatnexttome..

Me:Wegoodcan'tcomplain..Whereyoubeen?

Sole:HaddrinkswithKelsoandScorpion,thehouse

isboringwithoutyouguysaround

Me:Youkickedusout

Sole:Sayssomeonewhowantedtomoveouton

herown

Me:YaIknow

Sole:SolongI'llbeturningtheotherbedroomintoa

nursery

Me:TakieandItomorrowwegoingtobuyafew

babyessentials

Sole:Areyouscared?

Me:Very..Mymomwastellingmethatlabourisno



child'splay

Sole:WellI'mgoingtobethere..Yourmotherwas

here?

Me:YesbutDaddoesn'tknow

Sole:Youguystalked?

Me:YeahwedidIthinkwegood

Sole:That'sgood

Me:Whatarewegoingtonameher?

Sole:Ihaven'tthoughtaboutaname

Me:Iwasthinkingtwonames..AnAfricanname

andanEnglishname

Sole:That'sgoingtowork

Me:Cebokazi

Sole:Whatdoesthatmean?

Me:Greatplan,shewasindeedagreatplana

plannedgreatplan

Sole:GonnatakemeawhiletopronunceitbutIwill

workaroundit..HowaboutAvery?



Me:Averyisnotbad..AveryCebokaziGxaba

Sole:Shecanusemysurname

Me:Whynotmine?

Sole:Incasewegetmarried

Me:WhywouldIwannamarryyou?

Sole:Whowouldyouwannagetmarriedtooother

thanme?

Me:Yousofoolofyourself!

Sole:I'mjustasking

Me:Wellwewillsee

NONGCEBO

WhenIwokeupitwasalreadydark.Kelsowasnot

sleepingnexttome,hewassittingonthedresser

chairandlookingatme..

Me:What?

Kelso:Nothing...Iwasjustthinking



Me:Thinkingorstaringatme?

Kelso:Both

Me:Whatwereyouthinkingabout?

Kelso:Neverimaginedyouinmybedagain

Me:Iwasjustfeelingsleepy

Hechuckled..

Kelso:Yeahright

Me:Ifwitchcraftwasn'tinvolved,whereyougoing

toactlikethat?

Heshookhishead..

Kelso:ImadeaPromisetomyselfthatIwillnever

raisemyhandonyouandIwasnevergoingtodo

that

Me:Isee

Kelso:Doyouthinkwehaveachanceatitagain?

Me:Areyoustillattendingtherapy?

Kelso:Iam

Me:Ifyoucontinueattendingtherapythenwemight



haveashotatitagain,witheverythingthat's

happeneditwon'tbeeasy

Kelso:I'maverypatientman

Me:YouandNeli?

Kelso:Weover

Me:Seeingsomeoneelse?

Kelso:Notatall,youaretheonewhoisseeing

someoneelse

Me:Pleasedon'tstart

Kelso:Youreallythoughtyoucouldreplacemewith

Kelo?

Me:Can'tblameagirlfortrying

Webothlookedateachotherandlaughed..

Me:Itwashorrible,Keloisagoodguybut..He's

waytoochildish

Kelso:AndhisMother'sSon

Me:TheMothersituationwasgettingtome,you

knowhe'sgoingtoloseitright?



Kelso:Iknow

Me:AndIdon'twantyouhurtinghim

Kelso:Iwon'thurthim,quitefranklyIhavealot

goingonrightnowtoevenentertainhimbutyou

havetoenditwithhim

Me:YeahIknow..SpeakingofthatIalsohavetogo

Kelso:What'stherush?

Me:I'mnotlivinghereanymore,remember?

Kelso:Iforgot

Igotoutofbedandfixedmyself..

SLI

Dad:WhereisNongcebo?

Me:Idon'tknow,she'snotinherroom?

Dad:No

Me:Idon'tknow



Dad:Letmecallthestation

Me:Whatfor?

Dad:Incaseshe'smissing

Me:Aren'tweoverreacting?

Dad:Thedayyouhaveachildyouwouldknow

Hetookouthisphone...

Me:ShemightbewithherboyfriendDad

Dad:Whatboyfriend?

Lindowalkedin..

Lindo:People

Me:Dadiscallingthestation

Lindo:Why?

Me:HethinksNongceboismissing

Lindo:Missing?

Dad:Shehasaboyfriend?

Lindo:Iwouldn'tputitlikethat..I'llgoandfetchher,

IthinkIknowwheresheis



Lindowalkedout..

Dad:Tellmemoreaboutthisboyfriend

Hesatdown...

KEN

Notalotofpeopleknowme,thebestthingtodois

tostayawayfrompeoplewhoknowme..

Socks:Areyouevergoingtotellthegangthatyou

out?

Me:Yes

Socks:When?

Me:Youcanstartsendingthewordouttomorrow

incasetheywannamakesomeoneelsethegeneral

Socks:I'lldoso

Hehandedmeanenvelope..

Socks:30kitwillhelpyoualittle

Me:Thankyou..Needtofindawayonhowto



continuewiththedrugoperationinside

Socks:TheGavisonournecks

Me:Youhavetogobackintobeinchargeand

makesureeverythingisgoingdownsmoothly

Socks:Iunderstand

Me:Ihaveaplanonethatwillgetyouyearsinside

Socks:IhavemissedhomeIwon'tlie

Me:Thenwebetteractfast

Socks:Justtakecareofmyhouse

Me:Iwillmightchangeafewthingshereandthere

but..I'lltakecareofit

BANZA

ItoldmyMomeverythingthatmyDadandIwere

talkingabout..

Ma:Hewillbegettingdivorcepaperssoon

Me:Heisbroken,neverseenhimthatbroken



Ma:I'mnotgoingbacktothepast,Ihaveanewlife

Me:Andanewman

Ma:Andanewman

Me:DoyoutrusttheGav?

Ma:HonestlyspeakingIthinkhewassentmyway

bytheancestors..Heisagoodmanmostofallhe

understandsmeandmygift,heisafirmbelieverin

ancestors

Me:NeverthoughtNongceboandIcouldbestep

siblings

Ma:YoutwowerealwayslikeBrotherandSister

Me:I'mjustrelievedthatyouhappyyou'vecomea

longway

Ma:YesIhave,I'mtrulygratefulformycurrentlife

wishIhaddonethissooner

NONGCEBO



IshouldgoprobablymyFatherisworried,Ileft

withouttellinganyonewhereIwasgoing.

Kelso:Wouldn'twanttogetonhisbadside,he

alreadyhatesme

Me:Iknow

Kelso:AndIdon'tblamehim

Me:Hewillcomearoundeventually

Kelso:Amanlikehimdoesn'tcomearoundtrust

me,Ihopeyouwillenjoytheshorttimeyouwill

havewithmebecausehe'sdefinitelygoingtoput

mebehindbars

Me:Hewon'tdothat

Kelso:Hewilldoanythingtoprotectyoufromme

Me:I'lltalktohim

Kelso:Noit'sokay..Idon'twantyoufightingmy

battles.Ideservehishate

Weheardaknockatthedoor..

Kelso:Letmegetthat



Me:Letmegotoo

Wewenttoopen,anditwasLindo.Myheart

droppedstraighttomyknees..

Helookedatus..

Lindo:I'mheretogetyou,yourfatherisWildingout

Me:Iwasalreadyleaving

Lindo:Nexttimeatleaststatethatyougoingout,

don'tjustleave

Me:IwasactuallywithBanzaandhedroppedme

herewantedtoseehowGramsisdoing

HelookedatKelso..

Lindo:Yeahhowbelievableyourstatementis

Me:Ishouldgo

Kelso:Thankyouforstoppingby

Me:TellGramsIsaidgoodbye

Kelso:I'lldoso

WelookedateachotherandLindomadethings

difficultforus..



IextendedmyhandtoKelso..

Me:Bye

Heshookit..

Kelso:Bye

Lindochuckled..

Iwalkedout

Me:Let'sgo

.
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NONGCEBO

WhenIgothomethatnightIdecidedtovideocall

Keloandtellhimwhat'sgoingon,thatIhave



decidedtoworkthingsoutwithmyhusband.As

expected,hedidn'ttakethenewswellbutnothing

could'vepreparedmeforthethingsthathesaid..

Kelo:Youfixingthingswithhim?

Me:Yes

Kelo:Justlikethat?

Me:Yes

Kelo:Aftereverythingthathehasdonetoyou?

Me:IamsorrythatIledyouon

Kelo:Iamsodisappointedinyou,youhavelet

yourselfdownandallthewomenwhohavebeen

abusedbefore.Somewomendiedinthehandsof

theirabusersandyoumadeitoutalive,nowyou

heregoingbacktohim?Howfoolishcanyoube?

Me:Youwouldn'tunderstandwhathappened,itwas

deeperthanthat

Kelo:Nowyoumakingexcusesforhim?Ithought

youwerebetterthanthat!Ihadsomuchhopeand

faithinyou.Youareanindependentwomanwhydo

youneedanabuserfor?Thisguybrokeyou,you



almostdied!

Me:Ithinkyoushouldblockme

Kelo:Consideritdoneandthatmedicineapplication

forgetaboutit,thatfielddoesn'tneedfoolishpeople.

Iwishhekillsyouthistimearoundyoudeserveit!

Me:Thatwasexpectedfromamomma'sboy.Grow

apairorgoplaywithyourmates13yearolds.

Kelsomightbealotofthingsbuthe'saman.He

doesn'thideunderhisMother'sskirt!Growup!

Kelo:Beautywithnobrainsthat'swhatyouare!

Me:Whatever

Kelo:Yavoetsek!Youdumbassbitch

Hehungup..

Irolledmyeyes...

SANDISIWE

ThenextmorningSolepickedmeupandwewent



shoppingforthebabyclothes.Hewantedtodowith

itwithme,andI'mgladthatheisbeingsupportive

sinceI'mveryclosetogivingbirth..

Me:Whataboutthis?

Sole:It'sbeautiful

Me:Iwantustogetababycotandputitinour

room,Iwantthebabytosleepinourroomuntil

she'satleast5monthsthenshecanmovetothe

Nursery

Sole:IwasintheNurserysincefromthedaymy

Parentsbroughtmehome

Me:Inourculturewedothingsdifferently,thebaby

wasevensupposedtoshareabedwithmeonly

andyousleepintheotherroom.Thebabycan'tgo

out

Sole:Whataculture

Me:Don'tworryyou'llgetusedtoit

Sole:Ihopeso..Atwhattimeisyourphotoshoot?



Me:In30mintime

Sole:Wedoingittogether?

Me:Youweren'tcounted

Sole:I'mcountednow

Me:YeahwhateverSnowflake..Sodidyoutalkto

NathanaboutAvery?

Sole:No

Me:Ithinkhewillmakeagoodbigbrother

Sole:Ihopeso

Me:Letmegetthesetoo

Sole:Areyougoingtoloseallthebabyfatafter

givingbirth?

Me:Yes..

Sole:Why?Ilikeyouthisthick

Me:Ijustwannagobacktomyusualweight,this

assistoobig

Sole:Idon'tmindatall

Me:Ofcourseyouwouldn't



Sole:Maybemovinginwithyourfamilywastoo

soon

Heranhishandonmybutt..

Me:Stopitweinapublicplace

Sole:Theyknowwhatitis

Hestoodbehindmeandputhishandsonmy

tummy..

Sole:Iloveyou

Me:Iloveyoutoo

NONGCEBO

Kelsofetchedmetodrivemetoworkthismorning.

MyDadhasalreadyleft,Sliwasnotaroundand

Lindowasnotaroundtoo.Basicallytherewasno

onetogivehimahardtime.Heopenedthedoorfor

me..

Me:Thankyou



Igotinandheclosedthedoor,hewentandgotin

ontheotherside..

Me:Thankyouforpickingmeup

Kelso:Youwelcome

Iputontheseatbelt..

Kelso:Idon'tevengetanykiss?

Ileanedoverandkissedhim,afterakisshehitme

alittleonmyforehead..

Me:Youarestillchildish?(laughing)

Kelso:WhatcanIsay?Youlikethemchildish

Hestartedthecar..

Me:Speakingofchildishyourlittlebrotherposteda

lotofcrazythingsaboutmeonFacebookafterI

toldhimtogotohelllastnightonavideocall

Helaughedwhilstshakinghishead..

Me:Keloissuchachild

Kelso:Don'tworryabouthimhe'sstillachild

Me:IwannacallDrKhatriandaskhimto



recommendagoodtherapistforus

Kelso:Can'thedoit?Itrusthimandhealready

knowsoursituationstartingoverwithsomeone

elseisanotherstory

Me:I'llcallhimandask

Kelso:Whereisyourring?

Me:Ithrewitaway

Kelso:Okay

Me:I'mjokingit'sinthedrawer

Kelso:Whenareyougoingtostartwearingitagain?

Me:WhenI'msurethatit'sworthbeingwornagain

Kelso:What?

Me:Youhavetoconvincemewithyouractions

Kelso:KahlekahleI'monprobation?

Me:Yes

Kelso:Isee

Me:Letmeplaysongsfrommyphone



Kelso:Thisismycar

Me:YouplayinghiphopKBit'sboring

Kelso:OksalayoMrsKBthisisstillmycar

Me:Youshouldn'thavepickedmeupthen

Kelso:Ungratefullittlepieceofgoodass

Ihithimonhisshoulder..

Me:Watchyourmouth

Kelso:Iamcomplimentingyou

Me:Youamess

Hesqueezedmycheekswithhishandandpulled

meovertohimforakisspullingmylowerlipwhilst

atit..

Me:Youaresuchabully!!

Kelso:Abullythatismadlyinlovewithyou

Heheldmyhandashedrovemetowork..

SIPHOSETHU



Iwasn'tfeelingwellthismorningsoIskippedwork.

Ihadtheflu.IopenedthedoorforLindo..

Me:Hey

Helookedatme..

Lindo:Awwmarakodwa,angisathandike

mosowunje(Idon'tlikeitwhenyouthissick)

Heclosedthedoor..

Lindo:Ididn'tthinkitwasthisbad

Me:I'mcongested,myheadhurts,myeyesare

watery,mythroathurts,mybodyisaching

Lindo:Youpoorbaby,comehere

Igotclosertohimandhehuggedme..

Me:Igotmedsbuttheynotworking

Lindo:ShouldwegototheDr?

Me:Idon'tknow

Hepickedmeupandwalkedintothebedroom..He

putmeonthebed..



Lindo:Iwillprepareyoumymother'stomatosoup,

didyougetenoughmeds?

Me:IgotwhatIcouldget

Lindo:Didyoubath?

Me:Notyet

Lindo:I'llprepareyouabathandlateronI'llget

moremedsforyou

Me:Iwouldappreciatethatverymuch

Hekissedmeonmyforehead..

Lindo:Doyouhaveafuneralcover?CouldbeCovid-

19

Me:IthoughtwewerepassthatPandemicdon't

scareme

Lindo:That'swhyIsayweshouldgototheDr

Me:Ifitgetsworsewewill

Ilaidback..

Lindo:I'llgoandpreparethebathforyou



ANDREMARTINEZ

IwaitedinmystudyforAldotoshowup.

AldoisatrainedAssassin,he'sverygoodatwhat

hedoesandheworksforme.Hehasworkedforthe

militarybaseinRussia,hehasbeentoAfghanistan.

Hehasbeenaroundalot.IftheysendAldotokill

you,youwon'tsurvivethebullet.Hekillswithout

havinganymercy.Funnythingisthatyouwould

expectsomeonelikethattobealoner,buthehasa

fiancéandakidontheway..

Me:Areweready?

Aldo:Wehaveaproblem

Ilookedathim..

Heputthenecklacependantonthetable..

Me:Whatswrong?

Aldo:Checkit

Ipickeditupandlookedatit..Myheartalmost



stopped..

Me:It'sfake!It'safake!

Aldo:Somestoletheoriginalandreplaceditwitha

fakeone

Me:Whowoulddothat?TheNecklacewasvery

secureanyonewhogotclosertoitwouldbetoast!

OnlyyouandIknewthecodes

Aldo:Itlookslikesomeoneelseknewthecodes

Aldowouldneverbetrayme,he'sasoldier.Loyalty

isimportanttohim..

Isatdown..

Me:OnlyNastrowantedthisnecklacetoo

TheNecklaceholdsthecoordinatesandatrackerto

myoffshoreaccount.Ifitlandsinthewronghands,

Icouldloseallmymoneyandthepersonwillattain

alltheevidencetheauthoritiesneedtoputme

behindbars.Iwon'tevengetalifesentence,I'llget

thedeathpenalty..

Me:Forhowlonghasitbeenmissing?



Aldo:I'mnotsure

Me:Getmethepersonwhohasthenecklace,get

mesomethingAldo

Aldo:I'lldoso,I'llstartwithNastro'swife

Me:Doso,bringherhere

Aldo:YesSir

Me:IreallyunderminedNastro

Aldo:We'llfindthenecklaceSeñorbeforetheendof

thedayifpossible

Me:IknowItrustyou

Aldo:I'llbeback

.
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NONGCEBO

ItwasokaywhenKelowaspostingmyshitlast

nightonFacebook,butnowhehadtaggedme.He

wassayingallkindsofnastythingsaboutme.

SayinghowmuchofadisgraceIamtowomen,

sayingwomenlikemedon'tdeservetobepitied.He

wentasfarassayingIshouldn'thavechildren

becauseIwillmakeabadmother.Iwillteachmy

Daughterthatit'sokaytostaywithanabusiveman

untilshegetskilled,andthatifIhaveason.Hewill

abusegirlsbecausemestayingwithanabusive

manwillmakehimthinkit'sokaytobeabusive.He

detailedeverythingItoldhimabouttheabuse,he

wentanddownloadedapictureofawomanonthe

internetwhodidn'thaveanippleandcalledmeMrs

MissingNipple.Hispostsgotalotofcomments,

likes,andshares.Womenweredraggingmesaying

allkindsofthingsaboutme.Thesearethesame

womenwhofightforcheatingmen,thesame

womenwhobewitchtheirboyfriendsorhusbands

becauseofcheating.Thesearethesamewomen



whoattackotherwomenwhentheyfindoutthat

theirpartnersarecheating,thesamewomenwho

takevideosoftheotherwomannakedand

embarrassingheronsocialmedia.Ithurtthat

peoplewerejudgingme,ithurtthatpeopleonly

knowaportionofourstory.Hesaidmaybethe

witchcraftthatIsaidwasusedagainstus,is

actuallywitchcraftthatKelsousedagainstmeto

makemestaywithhimabusiveasheis.

Kelowasoutofcontrol,healsouploadedapicture

ofachaineddogandcomparedittome.Iwas

broken,howcouldhebesoheartless?Icouldn't

evenfocusonmyworkImademywaytothe

bathroomtocryitallout...

SANDISIWE

Ididn'twantSoletobeapartofmyphotoshoot.

Thisphotoshootwasscheduledonlyforme,maybe

nexttimewe'lldoittogether.Ilikedthesetting,

mostofallIlikethebathtubsetting.Theyhadpink



flowersinsideandIdon'tknowwhattheyusedbut

thewaterwasalsopink..

Photographer:Perfect!Nowtouchyourbelly

Idid..

Photographer:Beautiful

Iwastotallynaked,Solewasholdingthetowelfor

me..

Photographer:YesIlikethatpose..Holdoneofthe

flowersupalittle

Idid..

Photographer:Beautiful!

Heloweredthecamera..

Photographer:Nowwegoingtodothepinkgarden

setup..Youcangoandputtheballerinaattire

HewalkedawayandSolewalkeduptome.

HestretchedthetowelandItookawhiletogetout

ofthebathtubsinceIwasdoingitalone.WhenI

wasouthewrappedthetowelaroundme..



Sole:Thatwasbeautiful,youwerebeautiful

Me:Youthink?

Sole:Iknowso

Me:ThankyouSnowflake

Sole:Let'shaveyoudressuplikeaballerina

Wewalkedtothefittingroom...

KELSO

IreceivedacallfromScorpion..

Me:Scorp

Scorp:Whatthehelliswrongwithyourbrother?

Me:I'mlost

Scorp:He'spostingshitaboutmysisteron

Facebook

Me:OhwNongcebotoldme

Scorp:I'mnothappywithyouandmySister



laughingandallthatshit,I'mnothappythatyou

guysaregettingbacktogetherbutyoudon'tseeme

bitchingaboutitonsocialmedia.Heis

embarrassingmysisterandnowfeministsareall

overher,thisthinghe'sdoingisspreadingfaster

thanthespeedoflightning

Isighed..

Me:I'llcheckitout

Scorp:DosobeforeIcheckhimout!

HehungupandIcheckedFacebook.

Ithoughtthisthingwasjustasmalltantrumfrom

Kelo,butitwasnowgoingbig.Thingsthathewas

postingwerenotgood,theyactuallygotmevery

mad.Theywerehighlydisturbing,Igrabbedmy

keysandwalkedoutofmyroom..

SLI

Me:Thankyouverymuch



Lady:Youwelcome

Iwasatthebankfixingsomething,nowI'm

supposedtomeetupwithKen.Whenwespoke

earlierhetoldmethathewantedmetohelphim

chooseafewthingsforhishouse,hewantedmeto

helphimrenovatethehouse.Iwalkedoutandmade

mywaytomycar,whenIgottoitIunzippedmy

bagtotakeoutmykeys.BeforeIcouldfindmykeys

Ifeltaknifebehindmyback..

Voice:Turnaroundslowly

Iturnedaroundslowlyandsomeguywasholdinga

knifeatme.Hewasveryclosetomethatnoone

noticedwhatwasgoingon.

Me:Pleasedon'thurtme,justtakemybag.Youcan

eventakemycar,justdon'thurtme

Him:Idon'twantallofthosethings

Me:Pleasedon'thurtme

Withoutanywarning,hestabbedmeonmy

shoulder.Idroppedmybagandscreamed,people

startedlookingatus..



Hecutmeonmyfaceandthenstabbedmeagain

onmystomach.Iheardpeoplescreaming..

Him:Ifyoumakeit,tellyourfatherSocksdidthisto

you.USockswama28

Withthatbeingsaid,hewalkedaway...

ANDREMARTINEZ

Itdidn'ttakeAldothatlongtobringNastro'swifeto

me.Iinmygarden..

Aldo:Igother

Ilookedather..

Me:DoyouknowwhoIam?

Her:Andre..AndreMartinez

Me:YouareWilsonia,Nastro'sexwife?

Shenodded...

Me:Ifyouknowme,youknowthatI'madangerous

man.I'mgoingtoaskyouafewquestionsandI



wantyoutobeveryhonestwithme..Dowe

understandeachother?

Shenodded..

Me:WhatdoesNastrowantwithmynecklace?

Shekeptquiet...Iwalkeduptoher..

Me:Yourlifeisinmyhandsrightnow,andIintend

nottostopwithyou.Seehoweasyitwastofind

you?Itwillbemoreeasiertofindsomeonewhois

veryclosetoyou,someonethatyoucareaboutalot

Shelookedatme..

Me:Señora,whatdoesNastrowantwithmy

necklace?

Her:Hesaidhedoesn'tbelievethathisDaughteris

dead,saidthatthenecklacemighthelphimfindher.

ThenecklacewilllocatehisDaughterwhereyou

soldher

Inodded..

Me:GoodSeñora..Whowasheworkingwith?

Her:Hehadhired3Mentostealthenecklace.Sole,



KelsoandI'mnotsurebuthesaidScorpionor

something

IlookedatAldo..

Aldo:Sameguysbehindtheheist

Me:Arethoseboyscapableofrobbingsomeone

likeme?

Shekeptquiet..

Iwalkeduptoherandputmyhandsonhercheeks..

Me:ComeonSeñora,youdoingverygood

Isawtearsinhereyes..

Her:Idon'tknowabouttheothertwobutSoleis

verysmart

Inodded..

Me:YoudidgoodSeñora,youdidgood

Her:CanIgonow?

Me:Yesplease..

Sheturnedbackandstartedwalkingaway..

IlookedatAldo,hetookouthisgunandshother.



Shotheronherbackandshefell.Hewalkedupto

herasshetriedtocrawlawayscreamingforhelp.

Aldoshotherseveraltimes,Iclosedmyeyes..

Me:DumpherbodysomewhereI'llhavethe

cleanerscomeandcleantheblood

Aldonodded..

.
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KELSO

Kelohasgonetoofar,Iknowthatheisshitbutthis.

Thiswasoutoforderhehadnorighttodisrespect

mywifepubliclylikethatjustbecauseshechoseto

staywithme.



Itwasherdecisionandpeopleshouldn'tmakeher

feelbadaboutit.IknowwhatIdidwasunforgivable,

Iknowthatmostwomenwould'veleftwithouteven

thinkingtwice.Nongcebochosetogivemea

secondchanceandIappreciatethat,Iwannashow

herthatIcanloveher.Loveherthewayshewants

metoloveher...IgottoGertrude'shouseandIwas

gladtofindhimathome.HewaswithTakie.....

Withoutanywarning,Iputmyhandsonhisneck

andpinnedhimagainstthewallstranglinghim.

Takietriedtobreakusoffbutshecouldn't,Iwas

waytoostrongforher..

Takie:Kelsostopityougoingtokillhim!!

Me:Ihavetoleratedyourshitfartoolongnowyou

havegonetofar!!!

Takie:Kelsostopit!!!

Takiejumpedonmybackandbitmeonmycheek,I

letgoofKeloandmovedbackwardstothrowheron

thecouch..

Takie:Whatthehelliswrongwithyou?

Me:WhatthehelliswrongwithyourBrother



disrespectingmywifelikethatonFacebook!

IlookedatKelo..

Me:Youwilltakedowneverythingthatyouhave

postedaboutmywiferightaway!!!!!

Takie:Kelowhatdidyoudo?

Iclickedmytongueandwalkedout..

GAVKHUMALO

IrushedtothehospitalwhenIgotthatcall.

SomeonecalledmeandtoldmethatmyDaughter

wasstabbedatthemall.Sligavethepersonmy

numberbeforepassingout.

Iwasangry,andIwasworried.Ijustfound

NongceboandIcan'tloseSli.ThePersonalsotold

methata"Socks"wastheonewhowasbehindthis

attack,Slihadsaidalotofthingsbeforepassing

out.Socksamemberofthe28s..TheNurseswere

givingmearunaround,tellingmetositdownthat

theywillgivemetheinformationthatIwant.The



waitinggamewasthehardest.Itookmyphoneand

textedLindo..

SANDISIWE

Afterthephotoshootwewenttomypregnancy

class.IwasgratefulthatSolewasherewithme,

learningwhattodowhenI'minlabour.Someofthe

ladieshadbroughttheirfriendsandpartnerstoo.

Hewassittingbehindmeaswepracticethe

breathingexercises.Hishandsmovedfrommy

tummyallthewaytomybreasts..

Me:Snowflakestop(Whispering)

Sole:Iamfollowinginstructions

Me:Yourowninstructions

Theinstructorlookedatus..

Me:Stoporyougoingtogetuskickedout

Heputhislipsonmyneckandmovedthemtomy

ear..



Sole:Inevertoldyouthis,butsexwithyousince

youfellpregnantwasthebestsexthatwehave

everhad.It'sreallyharddoingthisandnotgetting

turnedon

Me:Stopit!

Theinstructorlookedatus..

Me:Sorry

Hisphonevibrated..

Me:OhhGodwhatisitnow?

Sole:I'llputitonsilent..

Hetookitoutandchecked..

Sole:It'sNathan'sdaycareIhavetotakethis..Sorry

Hegotupandexcusedhimself..

NONGCEBO

Mich:Areyouokay?

Me:YaaI'mokay



Mich:Youdon'tlooklikeyouokay

Me:I'llbefineit'sokay

Mich:Heyguesswhat?

Me:What?

Mich:AstoryistrendingonTwitter,TheGovernor's

Daughterwasstabbedatthemallinbroaddaylight

Me:Whatareyoutalkingabout?

Mich:Look

ShehandedmethephoneandIchecked.People

haduploadedSli'svideowhenshewasonthe

groundbleeding..

Me:Ohhmyword!Thisismysister

Mich:What?

Me:Ihavetogo

Thisdaycouldn'tgetanyworse!

KELO



Takieshookherhead..

Takie:Ican'tbelieveyoudidthat,thisisnotwhat

wedo!Wedon'tattackourownfamilyonsocial

media,wedon'tdothisKelo

Me:Iwasjusttellingthetruth,Nongcebowentback

toamanthatalmostkilledher!Whatmessageis

shesendingtoallthewomenoutthere?

Takie:Sowhat?It'sherchoiceyouhavenothingto

dowithhowshelivesherlife

Me:It'sstupidity!Ithoughtshewassmart!

Takie:Shehasherownreasonswhyshewentback

tohimwenaawungenindawo!

Me:Yeahwhatever!

Takie:Takethisshitdownrightnow!

SCORPION

WhenIgotthattextfrommyDad,Idrovestraightto

thehospital.HowcanSocksdothis?Sockswas



involvedintheheist.Heknowstherules,wedon't

andweneverattackwomen.Hehasbrokenour

code,thisisnotwhatwedo!Worsehestabbedmy

sister!!!...

IarrivedatthehospitalandspottedmyDad,Iwent

tohim.

Me:Pops!

Hegotupfromthechair.....

Me:Howisshe?

Hepunchedmeacrosstheface..

Dad:YouseethisGangofyours,youseewhatthey

didtomyDaughter?

HisAngerwasunderstandable..

Dad:Ineverwannaseeyouagain,gotothehouse

andpackyourshit!Idon'twantyouanywherenear

myDaughterseveragain!

Ilookedathim..

Dad:Youdeadandburiedtome!Iwillmakesure

thatIputallyouinjail!Everyoneofyou!



KEN

AlreadythenewswerecoveringSli'sstory.Inever

meantforhertogethurt,butthiswastheonlyway

togetSocksbackinsideandmakesurehedoesn't

getreleasedanytimesoon..

"ThisisNoluvuyomqelareportinglivefromEast

randmall"

Iclosedmyeyesandsqueezedtheremote..

Me:ComeonSli,youhavetomakeit.Comeon

Ntokazi,youhavetomakeit!

.
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SOLE

Nathan'steacherexplainedthatWilsoniadidn't

cometofetchhimfromPreschool.Shehasenlisted

measasecondpersontofetchNathanfrom

Preschooliftheycan'tgetaholdofher.Iwas

surprised,triedtocallher.Herphonetookme

straighttovoicemail,it'ssounlikeher.Ievencalled

herworkphone,stillshedidn'tpickup...Wilsonia

would'vecalledmeortextedme,andtoldmethat

shewon'tmakeittopickupNathan.Shewouldn't

justkeepquiet..



SCORPION

Istilldon'tunderstandhowSockswouldharmmy

sisterlikethat.Apartfromusnothurtingwomen,he

knewexactlywhoshewas.Heismysister,she

brokealotofcodes.The28swon'ttakethislightly.

Iwenttothepolicestationanddemandedtosee

him,theytoldmeheisincustodyandIcan'tsee

him.Ineedanswers,Ineedtoknowwhyhedidthis..

King:Iknowthatyouhurting

Me:HaveyoulostaSisterbefore?Doyouknow

howI'mfeeling?

King:Iknowexactlyhowitfeelsliketolose

someonethatyoulovedearly,Iunderstandthatyou

wanttoputabulletonhishead.TrustmewhenI

sayjusticewillbeserved

King:Justicewillbeservedmyleftfoot!He'sgoing

toget3mealsaday,prisonislikehometohim.He

isa28,he'sgoingtogetabettertreatmentthan

anyoneelse



King:Idon'tlikehowaPrisonisran,Iamnotfor

Prisonersbeingilltreated.Withyourfatherbeing

theGovernorofthePrison,andwithSockshurting

theDaughteroftheGovernor.Idoubthe'sgoingto

getanyspecialtreatment.Whathedidtoyour

Sistercannotbeundone,butjusticewillbeserved.

Doyouknowhowmanypeoplegetawaywithshit

likethis?BeverygratefulthatSocksisbehindbars.

Don'tgooutthereanddosomethingstupid,I

wouldn'twanttoarrestyoutoo.Trustandbelievein

us

NONGCEBO

IwalkedintothehospitalandsawmyFather,Iwent

tohim.Hegotupandhuggedme..

Me:Howisshe?

Dad:Theystillbusywithher

Webothsatdown..

Me:WhereisLindo?Doesheknow?



Dad:Idon'twanttoseeLindoanywherenearSlior

you

Me:Whathappened?

Dad:ThemanwhostabbedyourSisterhappensto

beinthesamegangasLindo

Me:LindoisinaGang?

Dad:YourBrotherisa28,Ihavealwaysalways

warnedhimaboutthis.LookwhathappenedtoSli

now

Me:Idon'tthinkLindoknewthatSliwasgoingto

gethurt,evenifhewasn'ta28.IfeellikeSliwas

stillgoingtogethurt

Dad:IhavealreadymademydecisionNongcebo,I

nolongerhaveaSon.AsfarasIknowIhave2

Daughters.Lindocangokillhimselfthengo

straighttohellIdon'tcare!Don'tevertalktome

abouthim,heisdeadandburiedtome!

MODRID



IopenedmyBibleatthefarbackofit,Ihavea

secretcomponenttherewhereIhadhiddenthe

necklace.BeforeIwasarrested,Istoletheoriginal

necklaceandreplaceditwithafakeone.Idon't

thinkDrehasrealizedyetbecausehehasn'tsaid

anythingaboutit.

Thisnecklaceismytickettoabetterlife,whenIget

outofhere.Iamskippingthecountry,probablygo

toMexicoandlivethereorsomewhereelse.Iwill

definitelybesendingtheauthoritiesalltheevidence

againstDre,hehastopayforhissinstoo..

Ihadavisitor,itwasKelso.Todaywemetatthe

visitingroom,I'mguessingtheGovernoristoobusy

tomonitorourconversation..

Kelso:TheGovernor'sdaughterwasstabbed

Me:What?

Kelso:YesshewasstabbedattheMall

Me:Bywho?

Kelso:SomeguynamedSocks,he'sa28

Me:He'sa28



Kelso:Yeah..Idon'tknowwhopissedhimoff

Me:Wordhasbeengoingaroundherethat

GovernorisbehindtheGeneral'sdeath.Itseems

liketheyoutforrevenge

Kelso:Scorpionmustbelosinghismind

Me:Thingslikethishappenallthetime,it'slife.He

willbefine

Kelso:ExcuseYou?

Me:Idon'tknowwhatyouexpectmetosay

becausesuchthingsdohappen,it'spartoflifeand

wecan'tdenyit.Youdon'tmesswithsuchpeople

andexpectthemnottobiteback.The28sruledthis

prisonwaybeforetheGavcame,hechanged

everything.Didyouexpectthemtobehappy?Ifyou

aresomeoneinpower,youtreadcarefully.TheGav

hadthiscoming,I'msorrytosay

Heshookhishead..

Me:WhereisSole?Howistheescapeplancoming

along?That'swhatweshouldbeconcentratingon



SANDISIWE

SolefetchedmefrommyclasshewaswithNathan.

ToldmethatWilsoniaisnowheretobefound..

Me:Sowhatareyougoingtodo?

Sole:Idon'tknow..It'sunlikehertojustbethis

quiet

IlookedatNathanthenIlookedatSole..

Me:Doyouthinksomethinghappenedtoher?

Sole:I'mtryingnottothinklikethatatall,Ikeepon

hopingthatshebecamehercrazyherself.Probably

withherboyfriendandlosttrackoftime,Idon't

wannathinkoftheworst.Idon'trememberher

havingenemies

Me:SowhatareyougoingtodowithNath?

Sole:HewillstaywithmeuntilIfindWilsonia!I

hopeshe'sdeadwhereversheisbecauseI'mgoing

tokillhermyselfifshe'snot,whatisshethinking

leavingNathlikethis?



Me:It'sprettyshitty!

NONGCEBO

TheDrwalkeduptous.Webothstoodupand

waitedforhim.Hewasholdinghisfacemaskonin

hishands..

Dr:Goodafternoon

Me:Afternoon

Dr:IbelievethatyouareSli'sfamily?

Me:I'mherSisterandthisisourFather

Dr:Iamsorrytosaythisbut..Slididn'tmakeit.We

triedeverythingbutthebleedingwastoomuch

MyDadsatdownagain..

Dr:I'mtrulysorry..Shepassedonat16:00

.

Tobecontinued
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NONGCEBO

Theyallowedustoseeherinthetheaterroom

beforetheytakehertothemortuary.Shewaslaying

therepeacefully,withhereyesclosedasiflikeshe

wasgoingtowakeupanytime.Shehadascaron

herfaceandtheyalsoshowedusthewoundonher

tummythatbroughtaboutheruntimelydeath.It

hurt,ithurtdeeply.Sliwasasweetheart,she

troublednoone.Whywouldtheydothistoher?

Whywouldtheychoosetokillherinsuchabrutal

manner.MyFathersteppedout,thiswastoomuch

forhim.Itwasalsotoomuchforme.Ihadhopes

thatwewereallgoingtobeaclosefamilyforavery

longtime,butIguessdeathdecidedotherwise.I

stillcan'tbelievethatshewasgone,herfacewas

alsoswollenandsowerehereyes.Youcantellthat

shediedinpain,Slididn'twanttodie.Hersoulleft



toosoon,Iwishshecould'vefought.Herlifewas

takenfromhersoon,shewasstolenfromusway

tooearly..

SOLE

IhadgonetoWilsonia'splace.Shewasn'tthere,

wherecouldshebe?Herphonewasstillon

voicemail.Thiswasnotgood,Wilsoniawouldn't

justupandleave.LeaveNathanstrandedwithout

evencallingmeandlettingmeknow.Iknowthings

weren'tpictureperfectbetweenus,butwhenit

comestoNathan'swellbeingshewouldn'tplaylike

this.Somethingwasdefinitelynotright..Itook

Nathan'sthingsandtookhimtomyplace,hewillbe

stayingwithmeuntilWilsoniashowsupfrom

whereversheis..Ilookedathim..

Me:Doyouwantustogogetsomethingtoeat?

Henodded..

Nath:WhereisMommy?



Me:Mommyisnotaroundshewenttovisitafriend,

shewillbebacksoonokay?

Henodded..

Me:Let'sgogetsomethingtoeatthenyoucan

comebackandplayyourgames

Nath:Okay

SANDISIWE

MyAuntwasyellingatKeloaboutwhathedid.I

alsofounditinappropriateanddisrespectfulwhat

hedid.HehadnobusinessputtingNongcebo's

dirtylaundryinpublic,hedirtiedhernameinan

unforgivableway..

Aunt:Whatiswrongwithyou?Howcanyoudothat?

Ididnotraiseyoulikethis!

Kelo:YoualsofailedNongcebo!Nongcebocameto

you,youshould'vebeenanadultaboutthisand

showedhertherightway,notthisnonsensethat

youcondoning



Aunt:Nongceboisold,she'snotachild.Ifshe

wantstogobacktohimthenit'sherchoice,we

can'tforcehertoleavehim!

Kelo:Shewasstilltraumatized,shewasn'tthinking

straightMa.You'vebeenthroughthis,shethinks

thatit'slove.Youknowhowwomenare,you

should'veshownhertherightway

Aunt:Lalelala!It'sherlife.Shecanchoosetobe

withanyoneshewantstobewithandthere's

nothinganyonecandoaboutit

Kelo:OhwIsee..Youtakingthislyingdown

becauseKelsoisyourfavoritenow.Youareokay

withthiseventhoughyouknowit'swrongbecause

it'syourSon!Youabandonedhim!Noamountof

supportwillchangethat.Kelsoisagrownman,he

wasinfluencedbyhisfatherandthelifehe'sliving

istheonlylifeheknows.Thenextthingyouwillbe

defendinghim,beinghislawyerandtrytogethim

offthehookknowingverywellthathe'srottento

thecore.Youalsorottentothecore

MyAuntslappedhimacrosstheface..



Aunt:Youwillnevertalktomelikethat.Iamyour

Mother!Idemandrespect!

Kelowalkedaway,Irolledmyeyes..

Aunt:Whatswrongwithhim?

Me:KeloisKeloAunty,lethimbe

Aunt:He'soldnowtobethisdisrespectful!Hai

maanhehastochange.Somethinghastogive!

KELSO

MyGrandmotherhasn'tbeenfeelingwellforawhile

now.Ididn'tthinkmyFather'sdeathwasgoingto

bethisdifficultforher.Shewasweakandhadno

appetite,soIdecidedtodrivetoClickstogether

something.Takiecalledandwemetatthemall..

Takie:Dwa!

Me:DwaNgamabomu

Takie:UthiniDwa?(Howareyou)



Me:Ang'rasiwena?(I'mnotsayinganything)

Takie:I'mgood

Me:I'mgoingtoclickstogetsomemedsformy

Grandmother

Takie:Whatswrongwithher?

Me:Sheisnotfeelingwell,sincemyfatherpassed

onshehasn'tbeenwell

Takie:Itmustbedifficultforher

Me:Ittrulyis

Takie:Shewillbefineastimegoeson

Me:IalsohavetocheckonNongcebo,sheposted

thatherSisterisnomore

Takie:Losingalovedoneisnoteasy,Ihopeshe

getsthroughthis

Me:Yeahmetoo

ANDREMARTINEZ



Ilookedattheirpictures..

Me:Ifinditverydifficultthattheseboyscanaccess

myvolt

Aldo:ApparentlythisoneSole

Hemovedhispictureandbroughtitforward.

Aldo:Soleissaidtobeverysmart,Ibelievethata

voltischild'splaytohim

Me:Whatdoweknowaboutthem?

Aldo:Solehasapregnantgirlfriend,ThisoneKelso.

HisGrandmother,hisNiece,andhiswifemeanalot

tohim.ThenScorpionunfortunatelyhissister

passedontoday,andhisothersisterisKelso'swife

healsohasagirlfriendwhoisaNurse

Inodded..

Aldo:Sowhatnow?

Me:Preparetheship

Aldo:I'lldothat

IpickedupKelso'spicture..



Me:HowoldisGrandmother?

Aldo:Inherlate70s

Me:Shehaslivedherlife

Aldo:Truethat

Me:Let'svisitGrandmotherfirst

Aldo:I'lldothatSir

SIPHOSETHU

Ilookedathimashewasleaningagainstthedoor

frame.Heplayedwiththebullet..

Me:Doyouwanttocomein?

HemadehiswayinandIclosedthedoor..

Me:IsawNongcebo'spostonFacebook.I'mtruly

sorry..Howareyoufeeling?

Lindo:Idon'tknowhowI'mfeeling,Iamnumb.Iam

verynumb,feelslikethisisabaddreamthatIam

goingtowakeupfrom.Slican'tdiejustlikethat.



Shetroublednoone,shewasalwayssmiling.She

wasfriendlyandshelovedpeople,shecan'tdie!

Thisiswrong

Me:I'msorrymylove,Idon'tknowwhattosay.You

werealwaystalkingabouther

Lindo:Shecan'tdie,it'swrong..It'sverywrong!

Iwalkeduptohimandhuggedhim..

Me:I'msorry..I'mtrulysorry

KEN

Thiswasnotsupposedtohappen,Sliwas

supposedtolive.Shewasn'tsupposedtodie

IreceivedaphonecallfromSocks..

Me:Howdidyoudoit?Youweren'tsupposedtokill

herdammit!

Socks:Ididn'tknowshewasgoingtodie

Me:Youweren'tsupposedtokillher!



Socks:Ididexactlywhatyouaskedmetodo,injure

theGovernor'sDaughtertostayforalongtimein

jailremember?

Me:Isaidinjureher!Ididn'tsaykillher!Howdeep

didyoulodgetheknife?

Socks:Idon'tremember

Me:DammitSocks!Notonlyareyougoingtobe

chargedwithmurdertheGovernorisgoingtoserve

yourheadinasilverplatter,ourplanofsellingcoke

insideisslowlygoingdownthedrain

Socks:The28saregoingtoshowmeflames,yes

Sliwasn'tsupposedtodie.Ibrokethebiggestcode!

AndyouseriouslyworriedaboutCokerightnow?

Isighed..

Me:Whoisthecurrentgeneral?

Socks:Idon'tknowyetbutwordwillbeout,I'm

suspectingShadow

Me:Shadowwon'tcompromisehisfreedom.He

hasafamilynow

Socks:ThenIdon'tknow..LookIhavetogo



Me:Cool..Wewillspeakagainsoon

.

Tobecontinued

[08/24,13:52] :"ThePendantnecklace"

123

KELSO

LateronatnightIheardaknockatmydoor.Igot

outofbedandwenttoopen,itwasNongcebo.I

lookedatherandsheseemedverydistraught,she

hadtearsinhereyes.

Shereallymustbetakinghersister'sdeathharder

thanIthought,losingalovedoneisdifficult..

Me:Comehere

ShewalkedinandIhuggedher,shedroppedher

bagonthefloorandcriedinmyarms.I'venever



seenherthisemotional..

Ngcebo:It'sSli(crying)

Me:I'msosorry

SANDISIWE

Igaveheraglassofwaterandanaspirinfora

headache..

Aunt:Thankyou

Keloistroublesomenolie,butformyAunttocry

likethisuntilshegetshiccups.Somethingwas

definitelynotright.Isatnexttoher..

Me:Youshouldn'tletKelogettoyou,youknowhow

sheislike

(Silence)

Aunt:YourUncleandI,wegettingadivorce

Me:What?

Aunt:Whyhaven'tyouaskedyourselfabouthis



disappearances?He'shardlyathome

Me:Ithoughtbothyourjobsweredemanding

Aunt:Theyarebutthisistoomuch.Hehasbeen

havinganaffairandI'vetriedtodownplayit,nowhe

wantsadivorcebecausehismistressissaidtobe

pregnant.Ourmarriagehasbeenoverforawhile

now,wewerejustdownplayingitforthekids

Me:Iamsosorry.YouandUncleseemedlikethe

"It"couple

Aunt:Noteverythingisatitseems

Me:Thisisunbelievable

Aunt:It'sabouttime,thiswasallfake.Ourperfect

lifewasveryfake

Me:I'msorrytohearthat,Iwasnotexpectingthis

Aunt:It'slifeSandi,everythinghappensforareason

Iguess

Thiswasindeedshocking..

SIPHOSETHU



Hewasbehindme,burieddeepinsidemycoochie

withafirmgriparoundmybreast.

Hiswarmbreathhittingagainstmyneck,hisbody

verymuchsqueezedtomine..Ihadnodoubtinmy

mindthatLindowasnowusingsextomakehimself

feelabitbetter,usingsextotakeouthis

Fustrations.Thiswasoursecondround,andIdidn't

mind.Ienjoyhavingsexwithhim,especiallyrough

sex.Notthatkindthatwillputyouoff,notthatkind

thatwillmakeyouhatesex.Hewasn'tdoing

anythingagainstmywill,weweresharingthis

momenttogether.Iliftedmylegupabit,andhis

handtracedmyclit.Imovedminedowntooand

locatedhisballs.Imassagedthem,gentlyplayed

aroundwiththemandherubbedmyclitvigorously.

Afirstitwasabituncomfortable,butashecarried

on.Itstartedtobeveryverynice.

Iclosedmyeyesandbitmylowerlip.

Iwasenjoyinghimtothehighestsatisfaction,I

didn'twanthimtostop.Idon'tthinkhewantedto



stoptoo...

NONGCEBO

Ilaiddownonhischest,heplayedwithmyhair.My

legwasacrosshim,hisotherhandwasgoinground

incirclesonmybutt..

Me:IhaveknownSliforaveryshorttime,butit's

likeI'veknownherforever.Shehadthatmotherly

love,shewassowarm.Hersmilemadeeverything

okay,shewaslovingandstartedtroublewithno

one.Shewasthebest

Kelso:I'mverysorry.Youjustfoundyourfamily

andalreadyyoulostoneofthem

Me:Itwasnotsupposedtobethisway

Kelso:Everythinghappensforareason,youwill

neverforgetbutitwillgeteasierwithtime

Iraisedmyheadupabitandlookedathim..

Me:I'msorryIshouldn'thavecameheretotrouble



youlikethis

Kelso:Noit'sokay..Don'tevenmentionit

Ilookedathimforawhile,thenIleanedcloserand

kissedhim..

Kelso:Idon'tthinkthisisagoodidea,notwhenyou

likethis

Me:Ijustwanttomakethepainbetter,Idon't

wannathinkabouther

Kelso:Areyousureaboutthis?

Me:I'mverysure

Heputhishandatthebackofmyneckandkissed

me..

RACHEL

WithKhumalo'srelativesbeingfarawayIdecided

togotohishouseafterhetextedmethatSlihad

passedon.HewasaloneandFustrated,hewasn't

portrayinghisemotionalsidebutIcouldseethathe



wasbreaking.Hewascryingfromdeepwithinand

tooproudtoshowhisemotions.Itriedtomakehim

acupoftea,hedidn'tdrink.Hestayedinstudyand

wasgoingthroughhisDaughter'spicturesovera

bottleofwhiskey...

Banzashowedup,hefoundmewashingdishes..

Banza:Ma

Me:Boy

Banza:Howiseverything?Andhowiseveryone?

Me:Nongceboisnotaround,Khumaloisinhis

study

Hewalkedinandtookoffhishat..

Banza:Howaretheytakingit?

Me:Notsowell..Slididn'twannago,shedied

painfullyIcanfeelherheavypresencearoundher

butIwon'ttellthemit'llonlymakethemmore

emotional.Shewillreunitewithherfamily

especiallyherMotherafterherburial,fornowher

soulisroamingaroundhereinthishouseandit's

getsmoreharderwithherfamilythisbroken.They



willpreventherfrommovingon,theyhavetolether

gososhecanrestinpeace

Banza:Thisissad,Ican'timaginewhattheygoing

through

Me:It'sverysad,it'sheartbreaking

Banza:Doyouneedhelpwithanything?

Me:Idon'twannapreparethemattressand

everythinguntiltheirrelativesgethere,Idon't

wannabesteppingonanyone'stoes

Banza:Iunderstand

Me:I'llprobablyspendanighthere,I'llleavewhen

theyarrive

Banza:Ithinkthat'sagoodidea,I'llcallNongcebo

andseehowsheisholdingup

Me:Pleasedo,Nongcebohasbeenthroughalot.

Sheshouldn'tbealoneatthismoment

Banza:I'monit

ANDREMARTINEZ



Iheardaknockatthedoor,itwasmywife..

Shewalkedin..

Sandy:Ithoughtyouweren'taround

Me:Itookadayoff

Sandy:Iseverythingokay?

Me:EverythingisokaySeñoraMartinez

Shelookedatme..

Sandy:Idon'tlikeitwhenyoulikethis,itmeans

somethingiswrong

Me:Can'tamanjuststayindoorsathishouse?

Shesmiled..

Sandy:Definitelynotyou

Me:Whatareyouuptoo?

Sandy:RememberwhatIsaidtoyou?

Ilookedather..

Sandy:IsaidifyouhurtanyoneI'mgoingtoleave



you,andImeantit.Themajorreasonwhywedon't

havekidstodayit'sbecauseofwhoyouareand

whatyoudo

Me:IunderstandverywellandIpromiseyouthatI

haven'thurtanyone

Sandy:Whydon'tIbelieveyou?

Igotupfrommychairandwalkeduptoher.

Me:WhendidIeverlietoyou?

Sandy:Aldowashere

Me:Aldoisalwayshere

Sandy:Ihopeyouboysareplayinggood

Me:Whydon'twetakeawalkinthegarden?Iknow

howmuchyouliketolookatthestarsandgetthat

latebreeze

Sandy:Wecanhavedinnerthere

Me:Anythingyoulike

Shesmiledandkissedme..

Me:Iloveyousomuch



Sandy:Iloveyoutoo

NONGCEBO

Themomentandthetimingwasnotgood,butthe

sexfeltgood.Ievenforgotaboutmymessedup

body,thescarsandhowunappealingitwas.My

mindwassetonthismoment,Iwantedtoberidof

thispain.Iwantedittogoaway,andthisseemed

liketheonlywayIcoulddealwithwhatIwasfeeling

deepinside..

Heheldmywaistandhelpedmegoupanddown

onhim,mybrawasstillon..

Iincreasedthepace,hisd**feltsodamngooddeep

insideofme.Iwasenjoyingeverypartofit,andI

wasextremelywet..Ileanedoverandplacedmy

handsonhischest,mylongnailsdiggingdeeper

intohisskin.Howhebithislowerlipandrevealed

hisdimples,whichdrovememorecrazy.Hemoved

hishandsdowntomybuttandsqueezedit.Iplaced

myheadonhisshoulderandfoughtbacktears,the



sexwasgoodbutthepainwasstillthere..

SIPHOSETHU

Ilookedatmyselfinthemirror,Ihadvisiblelove

bitesonmyneck.Allthewaydowntomybreasts.I

amlightskinned,sotheyappearedred,asiflike

somethinghadbitme

Ihadjusttakenashower,andhewaspassedout.

Heneededtorest,maybehewillwakeupfeeling

slightlybetter...

SANDISIWE

IwasonavideocallwithSole...

Me:Youstillhaven'tfoundher?

Sole:Notatall..TomorrowI'llwakeupandreport

hermissing.MyPIistryingtotraceherphone



Me:I'mstartingtogetabitscared

Sole:Idon'tthinksheupandleft,Ithinksomething

happened.Somethingbad

Me:Ithinksotoo

Iyawned..

Sole:Letmenotkeepyou

Me:OkaysayhellotoNathanforme

Sole:I'lldothat..Getsomerest

Me:OkaySnowflake

Sole:Iloveyou

Me:Iloveyoutoo

ImmediatelywhenIhungup,Ireceivedavideoon

whatsappfromanunknownnumber.Iplayedit..

Thevideowasdisturbing,itwasavideoofa

womangivingbirthbutnotinaniceway.They

literallystabbedcutoffhertummyandtookoutthe

baby,shewasscreamingandbleeding.Itseemed

likeaclipfromahorrormovie,veryverydisturbing..

Whenthevideoended,Ireadthemessage:



"Tellhimtogivebackmynecklaceorthiswill

happentoyou"

.

Tobecontinued
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NONGCEBO

KelsodrovebehindmetomakesurethatIgethome

safewithnodistractionsalongtheway.WhenIgot

home,hebidmefarewellandImademywayin.It's

unusualwalkingintothehousewithoutfindingSli

atthekitchencookingandbeinghersweetself

RachelwasaroundwhenIgotin,shewascooking...

Rachel:Howareyouholdingup?

Me:It'shardIdon'twannalie

Rachel:Deathisnevereasy

Me:That'strue,whereisDad?



Rachel:Yourfatherisinhisstudy

Me:Howisheholdingup?

Rachel:It'sstillhardforhimtoo

Me:Icanimagine..Doyouneedhelpwithanything?

Rachel:Iamgood,Ithinkyoushouldrestabit

Me:Thankyou

Imademywaytomybedroom..

SANDISIWE

IsentSolethatvideo,hedidn'twastetime.Hecame

rightawaywithNathan.Wetriedtocallthenumber

butitwasunavailable,ifthisisaprankthenit'snot

thatfunny..

Me:Thispersonhasaweirdsenseofhumor

Sole:Thisisnotaprank,thispersonmeans

business

Me:Whocouldthatbe?Ihaveneverpissedoff



someonetothislevel

Sole:I'lllookintoit,rightnowIneedyoutobesafe.

Stayindoors

Me:TomorrowmorningIhaveaDoctor's

appointment,Takieistakingme

Sole:I'lltakeyou

Me:YoustillhavetofindWilsonia,Iwillbefine.You

knowwhichrouteItake,andyouknowmyDoctor.

Youcancallmeevery5min

Sole:Areyousure?

Me:I'mverysure..Thisisapersonwhoisjust

tryingtobefunny

Sole:I'lllookintoit..Ipromise

Me:Okay

KELSO

WhenIarrivedhomefromaccompanying



Nongcebo,myGrandmotherhadanunusualvisitor.

Theywereevendrinkingteainthelounge..

Grams:OhwKelso

Me:Whoisthis?

Grams:Hesaidhe'syourfriend,youtwowentto

schooltogether

Ilookedathim..

Him:Youdon'trememberme?MynameisAldo

Helookedabitoldertohavewenttoschoolwith

me..

Aldo:YourGrandmotherisaveryamazingwoman,

youareblessed.IwishmyGrandmotherwasstill

alive,Grandparentsarewonderful.Weshould

alwayscherishthembecausetheycandiesooner

thanweexpectthenallwegoingtohaveleftare

memories

Grams:That'sverytrue,weshouldalwaysbe

cherishedandthankGodforthelittletimethatwe

have.IknowthatI'llbedyingsoon

Me:Don'ttalklikethatGrandma



Aldo:ItwaslovelymeetingyouGrandma

Grams:Itwaslovelymeetingyoutoo

Aldo:Thankyouforthetea,it'slateIshouldget

going

Grams:Thankyouforstoppingby,suchalovely

youngman

Hestoodupthenwewalkedoutside..

Me:Whothehellareyou?

Helookedatme..

Aldo:WhereistheNecklace?

Me:WhatNecklace?

Aldo:Theoneyouandyourfriendsstolefrom

Martinez

Me:Idon'tknowwhatyoutalkingabout

Aldo:Don'tgamblewithGrandma'slife

Igrabbedhimbyhist-shirtandpinnedhimagainst

thewall..

Me:Stayawayfrommyfamily,youdon'tknowme



thatwelltocomehere

Aldo:IfIweretogetaR1000foreverythreatmade

myway,I'dbetherichestMotherfuckeronearth..

Getyourhandsoffme

Igotmyhandsoffhim..

Aldo:Returnthenecklacethenwecanforgetabout

thisvisit

Hefixedhimselfandthenwalkedaway..

NONGCEBO

ThefollowingmorningIwokeupandpreparedfor

work.Thiswillbemylastdayatwork,Ihaveasked

forafewdaysoff.I'llbereturningtoworkafterSli's

burial..

Ididn'tseemyfatherwhenIleft,butRachelwas

sweepingtheyardwhenIleftforwork.

Ihardlysleptlastnight,IkeptonthinkingaboutSli.



Shekeptonplayinginmymindoverandoverlikea

movie,itwashardtoacceptthatshewasgone..

Istoppedatthegaragetogetmyselfachocolate

andanenergydrink,it'sgoingtobealongdayfor

me.Iwasextremelytirednolie...

SIPHOSETHU

Lindoleftlastnight.Iwantedhimtospendanight

herebecausehewasinaverybadstate,buthetold

methatheneededtotakeadriveandclearhishead

alittle.Ilethimbe..

IwaspreparingforworkwhenIheardaknockat

thedoor..

Me:I'mcoming

Iwasalreadydressedandwasabouttomake

myselfsomethingtoeat.Iwalkedtothedoorand



opened,Ablackmanwearingamaintenance

uniformwasatmydoorstep.

Him:GoodmorningMam'

Me:Morning

Him:MynameisSive,Idomaintenancearound

here

Me:Ohw..Theydidn'tgiveusanynoticesthat

maintenancewillbedone

Him:Alltenantsreceivedanoticeaboutaweekago

Me:Imust'vemisseditbecauseI'malwaysatwork

Him:Itseemsthatway

Me:I'mgoingtoworkrightnow

Him:Iwon'ttakemuchofyourtime,Justwanna

checkifallyourtapsareworkingthensignandI'll

beoutofyourhair

Me:Okaynoproblem

Hemadehiswayinandshowedmehis

identification..



Him:I'llstartinthebathroom

Me:Noproblem

SANDISIWE

ItextedSoleinthecarwhilstTakiewasdriving,he

wasveryworriedaboutme..

Takie:Butwhowouldsendsuchavideo?People

arementallydisturbed

Me:I'mtellingyou

Asweweredrivingwesawacopcar,itpulledus

over..

Takie:Whatthehell?

Me:Whatisthisnow?

Takiepulledover..

Takie:Whatdidwedo?

Me:Ihavenoidea

Solecalled,Iignoredhiscallastwoofficerscame



tous.Onewasblackandonewaswhite,Takie

rolleddownherwindow.Theotheronecametomy

side..

SolecalledagainandIpickedup..

Me:Snowflake

Sole:Areyouguyshalfwaythere?

Me:Wejustgotpulledoverbythecops

Sole:Why?

Me:Idon'tknowlookI'llcallyouback

Sole:SandiN-

Ihungup..

Officer1:Goodmorningladies

Takie:Morning

Officer1:Licenseplease

Takie:Whatdidwedo?

Officer1:Licenseplease

Takietookitoutandshowedittohim..



Theotherofficerknockedatmywindowand

instructedmetorolldownmywindow..Idid..

Officer2:Goodmorning

Me:Morning

Officer2:AreyouSandisiweGxaba?

Me:Yes..Whowantstoknow?

Officer2:I'msosorryaboutthis

Hetookouthispeppersprayandsprayedme..

Me:Ahhhhhh!!!

Takie:Whatthehell??

NONGCEBO

Igotpulledoverbythecops,Ididn'tneedthis..I

waitedforhimtocometomycar.

Irolleddownthewindow..

Him:GoodmorningMam



Me:Goodmorning

Him:Howareyou?

Me:I'mgoodandyou?

Hewaswearingglasses..

Him:Licenseplease

Me:Letmegetit

Itookmybagandsearchedthroughit.Ifoundmy

licenseinmypurseandwhenIwasabouttogiveit

tohim,hepeppersprayedme..

SIPHOSETHU

Thisgentlemanwastakingforeverinthebathroom,

Imademywaythere.Iheardthewaterrunning..

Me:Sive?

Thedoorwasclosed..

Me:Sive?

Thewaterwasrunning.Iopenedthedoorandmade



mywayinslowly..

Thewaterintheshowerwasrunning.Thiswas

strange.IwalkedtoturnthetapoffwhenIheard

thedoorclosing.Iturnedandhegrabbedme,within

amatterofsecondshehadaclotharoundmy

mouthandnose,whilstholdingmetight..

.
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SCORPION

Siposethu'shousewasacrimesceneofsomesort.

Iactuallystoppedbyhereanhourago,whenI

receivedacallfromhersistertellingmethatSethu

wasmissing.Iwassurprisedthatshegaveher

sistermynumberassomeoneherfamilyshould



callshouldsomethinghappentoher.Ifitwasn'tfor

thatnoteleft,Iwould'vebeenthefirstsuspect

already..Thenoteread:

"Returnthenecklaceifyouwanttoseeheragain"

Ihadnoclueaboutit,hadnocluewhowasbehind

this..

Officer:Doyouperhapshaveanyenemies?

Me:NotthatIknowof

Officer:WhenlastdidyouseeSiphosethu?

Me:Lastnight

Officer:Wasthereanythingoutoftheordinarywith

her?

Me:Notatallofficer

Siposethu'ssisterZikhonawasemotionaland

confused,shementionedthatshewasonlyleftwith



her.ShewasyoungerthanSiposethuandstillin

varsity,thiswastakingtoomuchfromhersoul...

SOLE

Takiewasbeingquestioned.Apparentlyshewas

restrainedasthosetwoofficerstookSandisiweand

putherintheircar.Shesaiditwasapolicecar,

metropolicesoshesaid.Shewastraumatizedand

scared.Couldn'tstopshaking.Shewasgivenanote

thatread:

"Bringbackthenecklaceifyouwanttoseethem

alive"

Icouldn'thelpbutthinkwheretheywere,whathas

beendonetothem.She'spregnant,shedoesn't

needthismuchstress.ItkilledmethatIcouldn't

wrapmyheadaroundeverything,itwassobadthat

Igotamigraineandhadtodashouttothe



bathroomtovomit.Idon'twannalosemybabyand

mygirlfriend,can'tlosemyfamilyoverthis..

KELSO

Nongcebo'scarwasfoundabandonedbytheside

oftheroad.Thescenewaspackedalready,Igot

hereassoonasIsawthewholesituationtrending.I

explainedtotheofficerinchargethatIwasher

Husband,heexplainedtomethatanotewasfound.

IamverysurethatAldowasbehindthis.It'sno

coincidencethatheshowedupatmyhouselast

night,thisisnotarandomkidnapping.These

peoplemeanbusiness.ItextedScorpandSolethat

weshouldmeetupanddiscussthis..

RACHEL

ThiswasgoingtokillKhumalo,therewasnopoint

inhidingitfromhim,thiswholesituationwaseven



onthenews.Hewasgoingtofindoutonewayor

theother..

Aftertellinghim,hesatonhischairandsaid

nothing.HeaddedNongcebo'sphotostoSli's

photosandlookedatthem.Hedidn'twanttoeat

nordrinkanythingotherthanhiswhiskey

Evenlastnighthedidn'teatanything,thisisgoing

tokillhim.It'sgoingtokillhimslowly.

NONGCEBO

Iheardsomeonesobbing,Islowlyopenedmyeyes.

Itwasverydark,thebulbdidn'tprovidemuchlight.

Therewasapungentsmell,onethatyoucouldn't

ignoreandmyeyeswereonfire.Ilookedaround

andsawtheladythatwassobbinghuggingherlegs

andsittingagainstthewall.Istartedcoughing..

Lady:Whoareyou?

Me:Nongcebo..Whoareyou?

Lady:Ohhmyword!Nongceboit'sSethu



Me:Sethu?

SethuasintheNurse?Lindo'sgirlfriend?

Icrawledmywaytoherandwesharedahug

Sethu:Nongcebowhat'shappening?

Me:Idon'tknow..Wherearewe?

Weheardsomeonecoughing..

Me:Whoisthat?

Wefollowedthesoundofhercoughinguntilwegot

toher.Ilookedatherbutmyvisionwasnotthat

good..

Me:Whoareyou?

Shecontinuedcoughing..

Me:MynameisNongcebo,whoareyou?

Her:San..Sandi..(Coughing)

Me:OhhmyGoshSandi!Areyouokay?

Sandi:Wherearewe?What'sgoingon?

Wehelpedhertositup..



Sethu:GuysIamscared

Me:Everyonetrytocalmdown

Sandi:Wherearewe?What'sgoingon?

Me:Let'strytocalmdown

Sethu:Let'sdothat,wedon'twantanyonepassing

outbecauseofananxietyattack

Therewasn'tenoughairtobreath,whatthehellis

goingon?

RACHEL

BanzawalkedincarryingthethingsItoldhimto

bring.Ineededtoconsulttheelders,andprayto

Godtoshowuswherethegirlsare.3girlsweresaid

tobemissingaccordingtothenews.3noteswere

found,3notessaidthesamething..

Banza:Thisisamess,thisisaseriousmess

Me:Idon'tknowwhat'sgoingon,Idon'tknowwhy

thisishappeningtothisfamily.Suchadarkcloud



engulfingthisfamily

Banza:Wehavetofindthegirls,Nongcebohas

beenthroughalotshedoesn'tneedthis

Me:Iknow..Thisisnotgood

Banza:I'llalsocontactMantoaboutthis

Me:ThankyouSon

Banza:Letmegotoher

Me:I'llhearfromyou

Banza:Noproblem

Shehuggedme..

Banza:Iloveyou..Bestrong

Me:Iwillbe..Iloveyoutoo

NONGCEBO

Sandisiwewasnotholdingupwell,shewas

hyperventilatingandstrugglingtobreathall

together.Itwasbadbecauseshe'spregnant,ifthis



doesn'tgetinterceptedshewasgoingtogointo

labour.Sethuwastryingtocalmherdown..Iwasat

thedoor,bangingitfordearlife..

Me:Someonehelpusplease..Someoneanyone!!

(yelling)

Myheartbeatwasshallow,Iwasstrugglingto

breathmyself.Iwassweating.Itwastoohotinhere,

thiswasnotgood..

Me:Please..Someonehelpus(crying)

.
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KELSO

WeallwenttovisitModridinPrison,sincehemight



shedsomelightonwhathappenedtothegirlsand

whotookthem.Webelieveithaseverythingtodo

withNastro,he'stheonewhohasbeenthreatening

us..

Sole:Nomoregames,livesareatstakehere.Tellus

whatweneedtoknowandtellusaboutthe

necklacebecausethePersonwhokidnappedthe

girlsthinkthatwehavetheirnecklace

Mo:TheNecklacebelongstomyBrother.Nastro

andAndreareandhavebeenRivals.TheNecklace

holdsthekeytowhereNastro'sDaughteris.We

findthenecklace,Andrewillletgoofthegirls

Me:ThenecklaceiswithNastro?

Mo:Ibelieveso

Sole:Howlongdothegirlshave?

Mo:Idon'tknowbutallIknowisthatyouguysneed

tofindthatnecklaceandunfortunatelyyouneedme

Scorp:Howdowegetyouout?

Mo:TheGavisnotaroundsoitwillbeverysimple.

Youfindthejudgethatsentencedme,thenyouask



himtotransferme.WhenI'mbeingtransferred,in

themiddleofnowherethat'swherewetakethe

guardsdownandIescape.Thenwefindthe

necklace,thenthegirlsaresafe

Scorp:Thatsoundseasy

Mo:Notsomuch.TheJudgethatsentencedme

he'snotmovedbyanything.Heisadivorceeso

there'snowifethatyoucanblackmailhimwith

Me:Kids?

Mo:Theyoverseas,it'llbehardgettingtothem

Sole:Hemustcareaboutsomething

Mo:Idon'tknowwhatthatis,butIbelieveyouboys

canfindout

Me:Giveushisdetails

Mo:JudgeMMLegae,he'sapitbullbecareful

NONGCEBO



IwasmoreworriedaboutSandithanIwasaboutus.

She'spregnant,stressedandshe'snotholdingup

well.Sethuhasbeentryingtocalmherdown,but

theenvironmentwasn'thavinganymercyonus.We

wereclosetopassingout.Itwashot,wecouldn't

breath,andweweresweating..Weheardthedoor

beingopened,thenlightcamein.3guysstood

thereandlookedatus..

Guy1:Wearegoingtomoveyouintoabetterfacility

fornow

Helookedattheotherguys..

Guy1:Whereyouarenoonewillcometoyour

rescue,youcanscream,youcantryandrunbut..

Me:WejustwantSanditogethelp,she's..She's

pregnant..

Guy2:Sheshouldholdon,thisisnotimetobeweak

Sethu:She'spregnant!

Guy2:DoIlooklikeIcare?

Guy3:Wewillstartwithherandmoveherintothe

vehicle



TheothertwoguysgotinandcarriedSandioutwho

wasclosetopassingout.Theycarriedhertothe

blackSUVwithtintedwindows..

Thefirstguylookedatus..

Guy1:Let'sgo

SethuandItriedtohelpeachothergetup..

Mylegsfeltweak..

Guy1:TotheSUVlet'sgo

Wewalkedoutandheclosedthecontainer.We

wereinaplacefilledwithcontainers,inan

abandonedarea.Ilookedaroundandtherewere

bushessurroundingthearea..

Istoppedandputmyhandsonmyknees..

Guy1:Whatnow?

Me:I'mtired

Guy1:Thecarisjustrightthere

Me:IsaidI'mtired

Guy1:ComeonI'llhelpyou



HegrabbedmyarmandIpushedhim..

Me:Don'ttouchme!

Guy1:Thenfuckenwalktothecar

Me:I'mnotwalkinganywhere!Whyareweeven

here?Whoareyou?Whatdoyouwantwithus?

Guy1:Youwastingunnecessarytime

HetriedgrabbingmyarmagainandIkickedhimin

betweenhislegs..

Guy1:Fuck!!!

Sethu:Nongcebo!!

Theotherguyapproachedme,Iturnedbackand

triedrunningaway.Iheardtwogunshots..

Guy2:Thenextoneisgoingstraighttoyourback

RACHEL

IcalledtheAmbulancewhenIfoundKhumaloon

thefloorinhisstudy.Hisbreathingwasvery



shallow,itlookslikehehasdownedthewhole

bottleofwhiskey..

IalsotextedLindobeforetheambulancetookus..

Thiswasnotgood,thiswasnotgoodatall..

NONGCEBO

Hethrewmeinsidethecarattheback,Sethuwas

checkinguponSandi..

Sethu:ReallyNongcebo?

Isatdown..Theinjuredguygotinatthebackwitha

packoficecubes...

Guy2:Don'tlet3bitchesdefeatyou

Hebangedthedoor..

Iclosedmyeyesandexhaled..

Me:HowisSandidoing?

Sethu:She'snotdoingwell

Theguyputtheicepackagainsthiscrotchand



closedhiseyes,Ishookmyhead..

Thecarstartedmoving,wecouldn'tseeanything

sincethewindowsweredark..

Thiswasn'tgood...

SOLE

Scorpionhadtorushtothehospital,hegotatext

thathisfatherwasonhiswaytothehospital...Idid

aU-turn

Kelso:Whatareyoudoing?

Me:WehavetofindthisAndreandtalktohim

Kelso:Why?

Me:Somethingdoesn'taddup

Kelso:Likewhat?

Me:Nastrowantsthenecklacetoo,ifNastrostole

thenecklacefromAndre.Andrewouldn'tbecoming

afterushewouldgostraightafterNastro



Kelso:Thatmakessense

Me:Modridisnottellinguseverything

Kelso:Howdidyoufigurethatout?

Me:BecauseModridseemslikeabullshiter!

Kelso:YouthinkModridhasthenecklace?

Me:Wewillfindoutwhenweconnectallthedots..

SearchAndreup,weneedtoknowthefeud

betweenhimandModrid

Kelso:I'lldothat

NONGCEBO

Ilookedathim..

Me:Whereareyoutakingus?

Guy1:Amuchbetterfacility

Me:Whyareyoudoingthis?

Guy1:Youneedtodropthatattitude,theotherMen

thatyouwillbedealingwithareveryheartless



Sethu:Whatdoyoumeanothermen?

Guy1:Youladiesaregoingtobeauctioned

SethuandIlookedateachother..

Me:What?

Guy1:Ifyourboyfriendsdon'tbringbackthe

necklace,Idon'twannasaywhat'sgoingtohappen

toyouladies

Sethu:Whatnecklace?

Guy1:Yourboyfriendsstoleanecklacefromthe

wrongguy

Sethu:Ican'tbelieveLindowouldputmylifeatrisk

likethis

Me:Kelsowillneverchange!

Sethu:I'llneverforgiveLindoforthis

Me:Soleissmartheisgoingtofindus

IlookedatSandi..

Me:He'sgoingtofindus

.
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SCORPION

IwalkeduptoRachel..

Me:Hey

Her:Hi

Me:Isheokay?

Her:Alcoholpoison

Iexhaled..

Her:Helostonedaughter,anotheroneis

kidnapped..It'sreallyhardforhim

Me:Thisisallamess

Her:Howdoyouprepareafuneralandasearchat



thesametime?

Me:Idon'tknowwhat'shappeningwithmyfamily,

thisisnoton

Her:Ithinkyoushouldstaywithhim,Ihavetogo

backhomeandpraythenwaitforyourrelatives.

Theycomingtonight

Me:Thankyou..Thankyouforeverything.My

fatherisblessedtohaveyou

Sheputherhandonmyshoulder..

Her:It'sgoingtobeokay,thegirlswillbefound

Iputmyhandontopofhers..

Me:Thankyou..Thankyousomuchforeverything

SOLE

WefoundAndre'shotel,andwewereluckytofind

himinthere.Hehadjustfinishedabusiness

meeting,andhe'sclienthadleft.



Me:I'lldoallthetalking

Weapproachedhistable..

Idon'twantKelsoruiningthis..

Andrelookedatus..

Andre:Iwaswaitingforyoutwo..Please

Webothsatdown..

Andre:Ibelieveyouboyshavemynecklace

Me:Wedon't

Andre:I'mnotstupid..Iknowyoudon'thaveit,but

youdoknowsomeonewhohasit

Me:Modrid

Andre:Andyouwillbringhimtome

Kelso:Idon'tunderstand..Ifyouknowthathehas

thenecklacethenwhynotgoafterhim?

Andre:HeismyBrother,myownfleshandblood.

Apartfromthat,ifIattackhimheadonhewillsee

mecomingbutifyouboysdoitthenhewon'tseeit

coming.Aldotracedyourpaths,itseemslikeyou



workingcloselywithModrid

Me:WhydidyouandModridfight?

Andre:That'sastoryforanotherday

Kelso:SoifwecangetyouModrid,youwillgiveus

backthegirls.Safeandsound?

Andre:That'sthedeal

Me:Wegoingtobreakhimout.Wegoingtousea

prisontransfertodothat,whenweinthemiddleof

theroadfarfromourdestinationandfarfromthe

prisonthenyoucancomeandgethim

Andre:Deal

Me:Ifyouharmmygirls,forgetaboutthenecklace

Andre:Thegirlswillbesafebutyouboysare

runningoutoftime

Me:Wewillgetyouthenecklace

Andre:Perfect

NONGCEBO



Weweretakentoaverybighouse,ahousethat

wasinthemiddleofnowhere.Sandisiwewastaken

toanotherroom,saidthere'sDoctorswhowillhelp

her.SethuwastakingashowerasIwasbusy

checkingoutthebedroom..

TheguyIkickedintheballswasleaningagainstthe

door..

Him:Howareyoufindingtheroom?

Me:Whatisyourname?

Him:Marco

Isatdownonthebed..

Me:Marcoyoudon'tseemlikeabadPerson,why

areyoudoingthis?

Marco:I'mItalian,theonlywaytohavesurvivedin

thiscountrywastojoinforceswithmykind,I

couldn'tgoagainstthem.Theypowerful,Ihavea

motherandSistersbackhomethatIcaredeeply

about

Inodded...



Me:Isee

Marco:I'mtrulysorry..SometimesbeingaDL,

requiresmetodothingsthatIdon'tlikebutI've

neverhurtawoman.That'swhyIdidn'tevenfight

youbackwhenyoukickedme

Me:Hownice

Marco:Look..Icanprotectyoubutmycolleagues

aremorebrutal,theydon'tcare.Ifyoudon'tbehave

theywillhurtyou

Me:Noted

Itookoffmyshoes,myfeetwerekillingme.

Marco:CanItakealookatthat?

Me:What?

Marco:Yourfeet

Me:Knockyourselfout

Hewalkedcloserandcrouchedinfrontofme..

Marco:I'mnotgoingtohurtyou

Hetookmyfootandcheckedit..



Marco:YouhaveblistersSeñorita

Me:Huh?

Marco:I'llgetatowelandwarmwater

Me:Nongcebo..MynameisNongcebo

Marco:Whatdoesitmean?

Me:Wealth

Marco:Beautifulname

Marcowasreallyhandsome.Imostlylikedhishair,

hisfaintsmileandhisphysique..

Marco:I'llberightback..ShouldIgetyou

somethingtoeat?

Me:Nothankyou

Hegentlyputmyfootdownandgotup.Hewalked

out..

SCORPION

IheldmyFather'shand.Ilookedathim,Ican't



imaginewhatheisgoingthrough..

Me:I'llgetNongceboback..Ipromise,allthatyou

havetodoistoholdon..IpromisethatI'llgether

back.Igiveyoumyword

Myphonerang,itwasmyGrandmother..

Me:MaKhumalo

Her:Lindokuhle

Me:Ma

Her:Weattheairport,pleasetellyourfatherto

comeandfetchus

Me:Iwillcome

Her:Okay..Wewillbewaiting

Me:I'monmyway

SANDISIWE

Voice:BP125/90

IwasdrowsybuteventhoughIwasdrowsyIcould



partiallyseewhatwashappening.3individuals

werestandingovermedressedashealth

professionals.Awhiteclothwaspreventingme

fromseeingwhatwasbeingdonetome.The

womanleanedoverandlookedatme..

Her:She'swakingup

Male:Putherunderagain

Me:Whatish..Whatishappeningtome?

KELSO

Wesatinthecarquietlyforafewminutes..

Me:Whatstheplan?

Sole:WesticktotheplanofgettingModridout

Me:Wegoingtothejudge?

Sole:Yes..Therehastobesomethingthathecares

about,Idoubthe'sunbreakable

Me:Wegoingtofindhisweakness,thenwegoing



tofindthegirls.Ican'tloseNongceboagain

Sole:Thenlet'sgettowork

NONGCEBO

Me:Wow..Thisfeelsgood

Marco:Itwilltakeawhilefortheblisterstogobut..

Me:Doyouhavesomeone?

Marco:Awoman?

Me:Yes

Marco:NoSeñorita,mylineofworkisdangerous.

Wouldn'tlikeputtingsomeone'sdaughterindanger

Me:Okay

Marco:Doyouhavesomeone?

Me:I'mmarried

Marco:Isee..Hemustbeworriedaboutyou

Me:Youknowhe'sgoingtokillyouwhenhefinds



me

Hechuckled..

Marco:Someone'shusbandalwayswantstokillme,

Ihopehewillbethefirstonetosucceed.IfIwas

himandIhadkidnappedyou,Iwouldkillmetoo

Ilaughed..

Me:MaybeI'llkillyoufirst

Marco:Youdon'thavewhatittakes

Me:Don'tunderestimateawomanscorned

Marco:Mymistake

Me:I'msorryIkickedyou

Marco:Pleasedon'tapologize..I'mluckyyourkick

waslousy

Me:Excuseme?

Marco:MaybeonedayI'llteachyouhowtoproperly

defendyourselfinsuchasituation

Me:OnedayI'llbeoutofhereandbacktomy

family



Marco:Yourhusbandyoumean?

Me:No..Myfamily,myFatherandmyBrother

Marco:I'msensingabitofdisliketowardsyour

husband

Me:Hewasn'tthebestperson.Heabusedme

Marco:Didyoutryandgethimarrested?

Me:No..StupidmeIwentbacktohim

Marco:IdespiseMenwhohitwomen

Me:Youkidnapthem

Marco:ButI'veneverrapednorhitawomanbefore

Me:Ohw

Marco:Whydidyougobacktohim?

Ishruggedmyshoulders..

Marco:Areyoustillinlovewithhim?

Me:Idolovehim

Marco:There'sahugedifferencebetweenloving

someoneandbeinginlovewithsomeone.Ialways

saylearntofalloutoflovewithamanwhilstyou



stillwithhim,sothatwhenyouwalkawayyouwon't

goback.Nowomandeservestobeinanabusive

relationshipormarriage,heshowedyouwhoheis.

Themanthatbeatyouupiswhohereallyis.Ifa

manshowsyouwhoheis,believeitthefirsttime.

NowI'mnotgoingtojudgeyouforgoingbackbut

neverallowyourselftobetreatedlessthanyour

worth.Youareabeautifulmanandyoudeserveto

belovedthewayyouwant.Idon'tbelieveinallMen

cheat,allMenareabusive.Ifyoutrulycareabout

someoneyouwouldneverhurtthatPerson

Me:Wow..Yousaidamouthful

Sethuwalkedin,withatowelwrappedaroundher

nakedbody..

Sethu:OhwamIdisturbingsomething?

Marco:NotatallSeñorita

Marcostoodup..

Marco:Excuseme

Hewalkedout,Sethulookedatme..

.
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NONGCEBO

Laterthateveningweweredinedatthediningarea.

ThishousewasactuallybiggerthanIthought,

vintagefurnitureandveryclean.Thisisadifferent

typeofkidnapping,hostagesaremostlytortured

andtreatedbadly.Herewewere,allowedtobath

andeatdeliciousfood..ItwasonlySethuandI

aroundthedinnertable..

Sethu:Thisisinsane!WhereisSandi?

Me:Idon'tknow

Sethu:Arewejustgoingtositandenjoythisdinner?

Notknowingwhathappenedtooneofus

Me:Ireallydon'tknowwhatyouexpectmetosay,



theyhavetoldusnothingabouther

Sethu:Youenjoyingthisaren'tyou?

Me:Excuseme?

Sethu:Wewerekidnapped,wearebeingheld

againstourownwillandyouthinkthisisthebest

timetofoolaroundwithoneofourkidnappers?

Me:I'mnotfoolingaroundwithanyone

Sethu:Wecouldbeshippedsomewhere,wecould

besold,oneofourownismissingandyou

seriouslydoingthis?

Me:Whatdoyouwantmetodo?Trytoaccess

tightlysealedwindows?Breakshutdoors?Ortake

out3Men?

Sethu:That'snotwhatImeant,allI'msayingisthat

youseemtobeenjoyingthishostagesituation

morethanyoushould

Me:SethuIamgoingthroughthemost.Iwas

abusedItrytodownplaythatbutitstillhauntsme,

mysisterpassedonImightnotbeabletomakeit

tothefuneral.Wekidnapped!IfIsinkallofthatin,I



mightgetanervousbreakdown.Iwenttotherapy,

I'velearnedhowtokeepcalminstressfulsituations

toprotectmysanity

Sethu:I'msosorryIdidn'tmeantoupsetyou

Me:It'sokay..I'msorrytoo,weshouldn'tevenbe

arguing

Sethu:That'sverytrue

SOLE

WewenttoseeJudgeLegae,wefoundhimontime

beforeheleft.Nathanwaswithussincehehadno

oneelsetotakecareofhim,Wilsoniawasstill

missing..

Legae:Comein

Wemadeourwayin..

Legae:Myassistantsaiditwasimportant

Me:Itis



Legae:Pleasesitdown

Wesatdown..

Legae:HowcanIhelp?

Me:It'sactuallyaboutoneoftheprisonersyousent

toPrison

Legae:Isendalotofprisonerstojail,mightnot

rememberhim

Kelso:ModridMartinez

Legae:Irememberhim,Irememberhimverywell

Me:Wewouldlikeyoutotransferhimtoanother

prison

Legae:Iamsorrybutwhoareyouagain?

Me:Itisveryimportanttotransferhim

Legae:Whichdepartmentdoyouguysworkfor?

Me:Wearegoodfriends

Helookedatus..

Legae:Modridwastransferedfromamaximum

prisonbecauseheheldnothreattotheother



inmatesnortheguardsanymore,heshouldbe

happy.Amaximumprisonisdangerous,wherehe

isrightnow.Itislessdangerous

Me:Weunderstandthatbut..

Legae:Letmemakethisclear"Goodfriends"

Idon'tappreciateyougentlemenshowingupatmy

officelikethis,atthistimeofthenighttodiscuss

nonsensewithme.Icancalltheauthoritiesright

nowbutIwon't.SoI'mgoingtoaskyoutoplease

standupandwalkoutwithoutanyrestraints.Have

agoodnightgentlemen

SCORPION

MyGrandmotherandmyAuntweretheonlyones

thatIfetchedfromtheairport.Ourotherrelatives

weregoingtocomeduringthecourseoftheweek.I

explainedtothemexactlywhathappened,Ieven

toldthemaboutNongcebo.Theywerestunned,

theyflewdowntoburymysisterandtheywere



amazedattheotherrevelations..

MyFather'sfamilyisverysuccessful.My

GrandmotherisaretiredNurse,andmyAuntisan

Engineer.Myfather'slittlesister.It'sjustthetwoof

them..

Grandma:I'llaskRacheltohelpmeputthe

mattressonthefloor

Aunt:I'llgoseeKhumalowithLindo

Grandma:Rachelseemslikealovelywoman

Me:Sheis,she'sverylovely.Kindandhasagood

heart.She'sbeenkeepingthisplacecleanuntilyou

guysarrived

Grandma:That'sverylovely.Khumalomustget

himselftogetherandmarryher

Me:I'lldefinitelytellhim

Grandma:Don'ttaketoomuchtime,there'sstillalot

thathastobedone

Aunt:Wewon't

Itookmycarkeysandweleft..



SANDISIWE

Iwasstillfeelingabitdrowsybutitwasn'tthat

intense..Awomanwearingscrubswalkedin..

Her:Goodevening

Me:Whoareyou?

Her:Yourbabyissafebutshehasbreathing

problems,butshewillbeokay

Me:Whereisshe?Iwannaseeher

Her:Youarestillinpainandabitweak,youarein

nopositiontoseehernow

Me:I'mherMotherandIwannaseeher

Her:Whenthetimeisright,youwill

Me:Iwasn'tdueforanothermonth

Her:Weknowbutyouwereintoomuchdistress,we

hadtosafelyremoveher

Me:Thisiswrong,thisissowrong.Thisisnothow



Iimaginedgivingbirth..Thisissowrong(crying)

Her:I'llhavefoodbroughtinforyou

SOLE

Theysentmeavideoofmybaby.Shewasabittiny

andinanincubator.Shitjustgotreal,thisvideowas

confirmationthatshitgotreal

Isqueezedmyphone..

Me:NowtheballisinModrid'scourt

Kelso:Hehastokillafewinmatesoraguardtobe

transferedintoanewprison

Me:WiththenewactingGovernorlet'shopehewill

permitthetransferandnotkeephiminsolitary

forever,wedon'tneedthat..Wedon'thavetime

Kelso:Brotherscomingateachotherlikethis

Me:Awomanmustbeinvolved

Kelso:Youthink?



Me:That'satypicalthingthatbrothersfightfor

mostofthetime.Tomorrowmorningwewillvisit

himandhehastodohispart

Kelsonodded..

NONGCEBO

Weweren'tallowedtogooutside,butwewere

allowedtowalkaroundthehouse.Windowswere

tightlysealed,anddoorsthatletoutsidewereshut.

Therewasn'tanysunshinecomingin,thelights

wereonthough..IpassedthestudyandsawMarco

drinkingaglassofwhiskey,sittingbythefireplace

andreadinganovel..

Me:Hi

Helookedatme..

Marco:Señorita

Heputthebookawayandstoodup..

Marco:Doyouneedanythingperhaps?



Me:No..Iwasjuststretchingmylegsandgetting

"freshair"

Hechuckled..

Marco:It'sbetterthannothing

Me:Iguessso..MayIcomein?

Marco:Yesplease

Imademywayin..

Me:Wherearetheotherguys?

Marco:Theyattendingtosomebusiness

Me:Soyouarealone?

Marco:There'sguardsoutside

Me:Youlivehere?

Marco:YesIdo..I'minchargeofhostages

Iwentandlookedathisnovels..

Me:Suchasatisfyingjob

Marco:Sarcasm..Impressive

(Silence)



Marco:Didyougetburned?

Iturnedandlookedathim..

Me:Sorry?

Marco:Youhavemarksonyourbodydon'tyou?

Me:Howdidyou?Howdidyounoticethat?

Marco:InoticedwhenIwasmassagingyourfoot

Ifixedmyclothes..

Me:I'mfine

Marco:Ididn'tmeantoupsetyounoralarmyou

Me:Youdidn't

Henodded..

Me:Ishouldgetgoingandjoinmyfriend

Marco:GoodnightSeñorita

Iwalkeduptothedoor..

Marco:Hedidthattoyoudidn'the?

Istopped..

Me:GoodnightMarco



Iwalkedout..

RACHEL

Grandma:Thankyouforhelpingme

Me:It'smypleasure

Grandma:ForhowlonghaveyouandmySonbeen

seeingeachother?

Me:It'snotfortoolong

Grandma:Youareawonderfulwoman

Me:Thankyousoomuch..Weshould'veasked

Lindotohelpmewiththebaseofthebed

Grandma:That'struehewillbeback,hewillhelp

you

Me:Iwillattendtootherthingsinthemeantime

.
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NONGCEBO

Thefollowingmorningwewerehavingbreakfast

aroundthetablewhenMarcowheeledSandiin.She

wassittingonthewheelchairandseemeddrained,

butthebiggestreliefwasthatsheseemedfine..

Istoodupandwenttoher..

Me:Hey

Ikneltdownnexttoherwheelchairandheldher

hand..

Me:Heyareyouokay?

Tearswelledupinhereyes..

Sethu:Whathappened?

Sheclosedhereyesastearsfellandexhaled

Sandi:TheydidaC-section..Thentheytookmy



baby

Sethu:What?

Sandi:Theywon'tgivememybaby

IgotupandlookedatMarco...

Me:Whathappenedtoherbaby?

Marco:Iamnotatlibertytogiveyouthatkindof

information

Me:Screwthat!Whathappenedtoherbaby?

Marco:Pleasesitdown

Me:Whathappenedtoherbaby?

Marco:Thebabyissafe

Me:Thenwhywon'ttheygiveher,herbaby?

Marco:AsI'vesaidbefore,I'mnotatlibertytotell

youthat

Me:Fuckyou!Youpreachthatyoudifferentbutin

actualfactyouliketherestofthem!Youno

differentfromthem!

Marcopinchedhisnosebridgeusinghisthumband



indexfinger..

Voice:Whydon'tyousitdown?

Wemovedoureyestowherethevoicewascoming

from..

Itwasoneoftheotherguys..

Him:SitdownSeñorita

Me:I'mnotgoingtositdown,notuntilyougive

Sandiherbaby

Hewalkeduptomeandgrabbedmebymyhair,he

thensatmedown..

Him:WhenItellyoutodosomething,youdoitno

questionsaskedokay?

Hestillhadatightgriponmyhair..

Him:DoweunderstandeachotherSeñorita?

Ididn'tsayanything..

Him:Ohwwell

Hestoodmeupagainbypullingmyhair..

Marco:Fabiano



Fabiano:Stayoutofthis!

Hedraggedmeoutoftheroom..

SOLE

AfterdroppingoffNathanatschool,Iwenttosee

Modrid..

Modrid:Ihavetokill?

Me:That'stheonlywaytogetyoutransferred

Modrid:Isn'tthereanotherway?

Me:Iftherewas,Iwouldbetellingyou

Modrid:Findanotherway

Me:Modridlisten!Thisisnotajoke!Theyhavemy

girlfriend,andtheyhavemybaby.Theyhavemy

wholeentirereasontolive!Thisisnotajoke!Dothe

damnthingandthenwegofindthenecklaceplease!

Helaidbackonthechair..

Modrid:Iwilldoittoday,Iwillkillaguard



Me:Thankyou

Modrid:I'mgoingtoneedasharpobject

Me:Igotthatcovered

Ilookedaroundandthenpassedhimthepocket

knifeunderthetable..

Modrid:Thisbetterwork.Iftheydon'ttransferme

theygoingtoputmeinsolitaryconfinementfora

verylongtime

Me:It'stheonlyoptionwehaverightnow

Modrid:Iunderstand

Me:WhoistheactingGav?

Modrid:TheybringinginDetectiveKing

Me:Neverheardofhim

Modrid:Metoo,butifhe'scomingherethenhe'sa

bulldog.Weneedtotreadcarefully

Me:It'sariskI'mwillingtotake,dothedamnthing

andwe'llseewhathappensnext



KELSO

Power:AnynewsaboutNongcebo?

Me:Notatall

Power:Whowouldjustrandomlykidnap3women

Me:Theworldthatwelivein

Power:Nongcebohasbeenthroughalotshe

doesn'tdeservethis

Me:I'mveryworriedaboutither.Worriedabout

whattheydoingtoher.Worriedthatshe'sscared

andtheymightbedoingallsortsofthingstoher.

AfterwhatI'veputherthrough,shedoesn'tdeserve

togothroughthesamenightmaretwice.Shewon't

recover,shewilllosehersanity.Ican'tlosemywife

forthesecondtime,Iwon'tforgivemyselfif

anythinghappenstoher

Power:Iwillkeepherinmyprayers

Me:Thankyou

Power:HereisHakeem'sbag



Me:Thankyou..I'llbringhimbacktonight

Power:Okay

NONGCEBO

Heledmestraighttothebathroom..

Fabiano:Takeoffyourclothes

Me:What?

Heclosedthedoor..

Fabiano:Isaidtakeoffyourdamnclothes!

HeunbuckledhisbeltandIstartedtogetscared..

Me:Don'tdothisplease

Fabiano:Youwannaacttough,argueandfightwith

measaman?Let'sseehowtoughyougoingtobe

now..TakeoffyourclothesbeforeImakeyoutake

themoff

Ididn'ttakeoffmyclothes,hewalkedclosertome

andstartedstrippingthemoffme.Fabianowasno



matchforme,fightinghimwillonlyaggrevatehim

more..

HetookthemoffuntilIwasonlyleftwithmyunder

wearandbra,helookedatmybody..

Fabiano:Whatthehell?

BynowIwasshakinglikeadamnleaf..

ThedooropenedandMarcowalkedin..

Marco:That'senoughFabianoleaveheralone

Fabiano:Youdon'ttellmewhattodo!

Marco:Isaidleaveheralone!

Fabianolookedatme..

Fabiano:Westillgoingtohaveourtime

HewalkedoutwhilebumpingintoMarco.Marco

lookedatmeandthengotthetowel,hehandeditto

me..

Marco:Areyouokay?

Inodded..

Marco:I'mgettingyououtofheretonight,Fabiano



isgoingtomakeyourlifealivinghell

Me:Whataboutmyfriends?

Marco:Ican'tdomuchforthem,I'mgettingyouout

becauseyouareindanger

Me:I'mnotleavingthembehind

Marco:Señoritadoyouknowwhatguyslike

Fabianodotowomen?Idon'twantthatinmy

conscience.Nowwhenweout,I'llcallforhelpcall

thepoliceandhavethemrescuedifit'sgoingto

makeyoufeelanybetter

Inodded..

Marco:Weleavingtonight,I'mgoingtoneedyouto

behaveuntilthen

Me:Iwill

Marco:Comeandjointheothersanddon'ttellthem

aboutthis

MODRID



Me:Iwouldliketogooutforfreshair

Guard:Come

Heledmeoutside..

Me:I'mgoingtoneedasmoketoo

Guard:Don'tpushit

Heheldmyarmandwalkedmeoutside,he

unlockedandIwalkedout.Thesunwasout

Guard:10min

Me:Nosmoke?

Guard:Nothingatall

Me:That'sbad

Guard:You'lllive

Me:Youactuallyoneofmyfavorite,andI'msorry

forthis

Guard:Sorryforwhat?

Iwalkeduptohimandstabbedhim,Istabbedhim

repeatedlyuntilhewentdown.Thesirenwentoff..



ANDREMARTINEZ

IreceivedacallfromFabiano..

Me:Fabiano

Fab:Wehaveaproblem

Me:Whatdamnproblem?

Fab:ItseemslikeMarcohasfalleninlovewithone

ofthegirls

Me:What?

Fab:Ifyoudon'tactnow,thiswillbeamess

Me:I'llsendAldototakehimouttonight

Fab:Whycan'tIdoit?

Me:YouknowdamnwellMarcoisnomatchforyou,

hewillseeitcoming

Fab:AmIallowedtohaveamomentwithoneofthe

girls?

Me:Youcanhaveallthemomentsyouwantwith

herafterAldohastakencareofMarco



Fabiano:YesSir!

DETECTIVEKING

Iwalkedintotheprisonanditwasverychaotic.

Inmatesweremakingnoiseintheircells,Imademy

waytotheofficefollowedby2Guards..

Me:WhodidtheStabbing?

Guard1:ModridMartinez

Me:Hisfile

TheGuardwalkedtothecabinet..

Me:Ineedtoknowthejudgethattransferredhim

andIneedyoutogethimonthelineforme.This

Modridhastobetransferredtoamaximumprison

in3daysatleast.Ifhestayshere,he'sgoingto

influencetheotherinmatesandwecan'thavethat.

Theyseehimasadamnhero!Hemustgo,hemust

gotoamaximumprison

Guard2:YesSir!



.
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RACHEL

AtsomepointlateronduringthedayIhadtogo

backhometogetcleanclothes.WhilstIwasthere,I

decidedtoconsultwiththeGuardianAngelssothat

theycankeepthegirlssafeandreturnthemhome.I

couldn'tseewheretheywere,soIoptedtoprayfor

protection.PleadwithGodtoprotectthemandtheir

Angelstoalsoprotectthem.

IcalledManto..

Manto:MaRachel

Me:Kunjani?(howareyou)



Manto:I'mwellwenaUnjani?

Me:I'mwelltoo..Iwasaskingifyouwereableto

seewherethegirlsare?

Manto:Unfortunatelyno

Me:MetoosoIoptedtoprayforprotection

Manto:Metoo..Theywillbesafe

Me:Ihopeso

Manto:Wejusthavetoprayandhavefaith

Me:That'strue..WhereisBanza?

Manto:Ithinkhe'satthetaxirank

Me:I'msorrythatthisisgoingtodelayyourlobola

negotiations

Manto:Noit'sokay..Itotallyunderstand

Me:Okaythen,wewillspeakagainsoon

Manto:Noproblem..Bye

Me:Bye



NONGCEBO

Sandi:Didtheydoanythingtoyou?Areyouokay?

Me:I'mfine

Sethu:I'mgettingscared,wearenolongersafe

here..TheseMencanturnonusanytime

Iputonmyclothes..

Sandi:HowcanSoledothistome?Tomeandour

baby?

Sethu:IknewLindokuhlewasuptonogood,Ijust

didn'tknowhewasintodeepshit

Sandi:Ijustwantmybabyandtobeoutofhere

that'sall

Sethu:Metoo

(SILENCE)

Sethu:Whatdoyouthinktheygoingtodotous?

Theycan'tkeephereforever

Sandi:Idon'tknowandIdon'twanttoknow



Sethu:Nongcebo

Ilookedather..

Sethu:Areyousurethatyouokay?

Me:I'mfine

Sandi:Iftheydidsomethingtoyou,pleasetellus

Me:Theydidn'tdoanythingtome

Itwashardtoconversewiththemknowingvery

wellthattonightI'llbeleavingthisplaceandleaving

thembehindbutMarcopromisedmethatwewill

callthePolicewhenweoutofhere....

MODRID

Iheardthedoorbeingunlocked,thenitopened.

DetectiveKingwalkedin.Iwasrestrained,bothlegs

andhandscuffed..

King:Whydidyoudothat?

Me:Iaskedforasmokeandhedidn'twannagive



me

King:Youkilledaguardbecauseofthat?

Me:Guardstreatuslikeshit,youjustdon'tknow

King:IwasonthephonewithJudgeLegae,hehas

signedoffonyourtransfer.Youwillbegoingback

tothemaximumprison,youhavejustaddedlifeto

yoursentencewithnoparole

Me:That'sbad..Iwasbeginningtolikeithere

King:Youshallhavenovisitor,youwillnotbe

allowedtomakeanyphonecallseitheruntilyou

leavein3days.Youwillstillgetyourmeals

Me:Understood..I'mjustgoingtoaskforone

favour

Helookedatme..

Me:CanIsendalettertomychurch,theyusually

cometopraywithme.Iwanttoconfessmysinand

askthemtokeepmeintheirprayers

King:Iwillseetoitthatyourlettergetsdelivered

firstthingtomorrowmorning



Me:ThankyouDetective,Iamtrulysorryformyact

King:WhateverModrid

Heturnedbackonandwalkedtothedoor..

SOLE

Ireadthenewspaper..

"Abodyofanunidentifiedwomanwasfoundinthe

bushesthismorning.Thewomaniswhiteandlooks

tobeinhermid30s.Shewasfounddead,naked,

andseemedtobeshotrepeatedly.Ifanyonecan

identifythiswomanorknowwhathappenedplease

callColonelSibasa

0714623031

0117361089"

Theyhadputapictureofher,itwasher.Itwas

Wilsonia.Ilaidbackonthecouchandsighed.What

ishappening?WhatamIgoingtotellNathan?Itook



mycellphoneandcalledthestation...

MARCO

Iwasoutsidemakingacalltomycousinand

havingasmoke..

Cuz:Marco

Me:Luca

Cuz:Howareyouholdingup?

Me:Idon'thavemuchtime,Ineedyourhelp

Cuz:Talktome

Me:Ineedyoutoshowuptonightat19:00,atthe

abandonedhouse.Bringalongsomeprotection

Luca:Ammunition?

Me:Yesandmaybe2or3extraguys

Luca:Whattroubleareyouin?

Me:Iamleavingthisplacewithsomeoneandmy

firstthoughtisthat..Andreisgoingtosendme



Aldotonight

Luca:OhwisitaSeñorita?

Me:Somethinglikethat

Luca:WewillbethereCuz

Me:Perfavorecugino(Pleasecousin)

Luca:YoucancountonmeCugino

Me:Ifyoudon'tshowupI'mgoingtodie

Luca:Youcancountonme

Me:loso(Iknow)

Luca:19:00itis

Me:ThankyouCugino

Luca:IlpiacereètuttomioCugino(Mypleasure

cousin)

Ihungup..

[AFTER10SECONDS]

Fabiano:Chieraquello?(whowasthat)

Iturnedandlookedathim..



Me:MyPersonalcallsarenoneofyourbusiness

Ithrewthecigarettebudonthegroundandspaton

it..Istartedwalkingaway..

Fabiano:Puttana(whore)

Iturnedbackandlookedathim..

Me:Whatdidyousay?

Fabiano:YouriskingyourlifeforaPuttanathatyou

don'tevenknow?

Me:Guardalatuabocca!(Watchyourmouth)

Fabiano:OCosa?(orwhat)

Hesteppeduptome.Ipunchedhimontheface,he

staggeredback.AshewasstilldisorientedI

punchedhimagain.Hetriedreturningthepunch

butIblockedhimandpunchedhimonhisstomach.

Hebentdown,Ihithimwithmyelbowonhisback,

beforehewentdown.Irosehimupwithan

uppercutthenhefellonhisback.Iputmyfooton

hisneckandpresseddownharduntilhestopped

moving...



KELSO

IlookedatNongcebo'spicture..

Me:Justholdonforalittlelonger,Iwillfindyouand

I'mgoingtodoawaywithallthoseMenwho

must'veinstilledfearonyou.Iprayfortheirsake

thattheydidn'ttouchyou..

Iexhaled..

Grams:UzobuyauNgcebo(Shewillbeback)

Me:Ijustwantherbackhomeandsafe,Ididn't

realizehowmuchIlovedheruntilnow

Grams:Wehearaboutsuchthingsonthenews,

neverthoughtthatonedayitwouldhappento

someoneIknow

Me:Ijustwantherbacksafe,Idon'tcarewhatthey

dotoherwewilldealwiththeconsequenceslater

butIjustwantherbackhome

Grams:Godisgoingtokeephersafe

Me:She'sbeenthroughsomuch,itkillsmethatshe



mightevenbescreamingforhelp,myhelpandI'm

notthere

Grams:Don'tbeatyourselftoohard,youdidn't

knowthatthismighthavehappened.It'sgoingto

beokay

SCORPION

IreceivedacallfromBongeka'sboardingschool..

Bongeka:Nongceboismissing?

Me:Hey

Bongeka:What'shappening?Ihadtolearnfrom

socialmediathatAuntySliisdeadandnow

Nongceboismissing

Me:Wekeptitfromyoubecausewedidn'twantto

worryyou.Examsareonthecorneryouneedto

focusonthat

Bongeka:IfsomethinghappenstoNongcebo,

what'sgoingtobecomeofme?I'llhavenoone



Me:Ineverwannahearyousaysuchthings.You

areapartofourfamilyandweloveyouverymuch,

nothingisgoingtohappentoher.Iwillfindherand

bringherhomesafebutIneedyoutostopworrying

andfocusonyourstudies.Canyoudothatforme?

Bongeka:Iwilltry

Me:Goodgirl..Iwillcallyouagainlateron

Bongeka:Okay

Me:Okaybye..YourUnclelovesyouverymuch

Bongeka:Iloveyoutoo..Bye

NONGCEBO

Iwenttothekitchentogetmyselfaglassofwater.

Tonight'sescapewasFustratingmetothecore.I

heardthedoorbeingunlocked,Idroppedtheglass

ontheflooranditbroke.Thedooropenedand

Marcowalkedin,Iletoutasighofrelief.Heclosed

andthenlocked..



Marco:Whyaren'tyouwiththeothersSeñorita?

Me:Icamedowntogetaglassofwater

Marco:Youdon'twalkaroundthehouseunlessI'm

aroundIthoughtweunderstoodeachotherearlier

on

Me:Iknow

Marco:ThenwhatisthisWealth?Areyoutryingto

getyourselfhurt?

Me:Ijustwantedtogetaglassofwater,I'msorry

Hecalmeddownandrubbedhiseyes.Inoticedthat

hisknuckleswerehurt..

Me:Ohmywordwhathappened?

Marco:It'snothing

Me:Letmesee

Marco:It'sreallynothing

Itookhishandandlookedatit..

Me:Doesithurt?

Marco:Withthisgentletouch,notanymore



Iblushedalittle..

Me:Whathappened?

Marco:Youknowhowguysare,littledisagreement

hereandthere

Me:OhwIsee

Heretractedhishandback..

Marco:I'llbefine,don'tworryaboutme..Comeon,

let'stakeyoubacktotheothers

Heputhishandonmyback..

.
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SOLE



Iwenttothestationlateronformyappointment

withtheColonel.IleftNathanwithmyParents

sinceIdidn'thaveanyoneelsetolookafterhim.I

wasaskedafewquestionsandshownalotof

picturesofher.Itwasindeedher,hertattoosetc.It

wasallher..Thiswasmessingupwithme,messing

upwithmymind.Ihavealotgoingonandthis

shouldn'thavehappened.Ialsohadtoconfirmmy

Alibionthedayofherdisappearance..

Me:Anysuspectssofar?

Colonel:No..Wehavenone,welookingintoit..Did

shehaveenemies?

Me:NotthatIknowof

Colonel:Thiswasdefinitelypersonal,maybeapast

orcurrentlover

Weheardaknockatthedoor..

Colonel:Comein

ThedooropenedandanOfficerwalkedinwith

Nastro..

Officer:MissWilsonia'sexhusband



Colonel:MrCosa..Thankyouforcomingdown

Nastro:MyPleasure..SorryItooktime,Ihadother

commitments

Colonel:Noproblematall

TheColonellookedatme..

Colonel:Thankyouforcomingdowntoo..Wewill

callyouifweneedsomethingfromyou

Me:Verywell

IstoodupandNastrolookedatme..

Nastro:OhI'mgoingtoneedyoutogivememySon

Iignoredhimandwalkedout..

Nastro:I'llbeintouch

NONGCEBO

IwaitedbythebathroomdoorperMarco's

instructions.SandiandSethuwereinthebedroom

sleeping.Iwasnervous,Icouldn'tstoppacingup



anddown..Marcoshowedup,hewaswearinga

cap.Awhitet-shirt,blackjeans,andblacksneakers..

Marco:Areyoureadytogo?

Inodded..

Marco:Let'sgomycousiniswaitingoutside

Me:Okay

Heheldmyhandandwestartedwalkingtothe

staircase.Thenwewalkeddownthestairs.Itwas

veryquiet,Iwonderwheretheothertwoguyswere.

Justaswegotdownstairs,inthemiddleofthe

emptyspace.Weheardtwogunshots,Marcoput

mebehindmeashedrewouthisgun..

Me:What'shappening?

Marcolookedaround..

Wedidn'tseewherethegunshotswerecoming

from..

Westartedwalkingagainslowly,thentwogunshots

again.Thistimearound,Marcowasshotonthe

arm..Iscreamed..



Marco:Staybehindme!

Iwasstartingtogetreallyscared..

Marco:Aldo..Iknowit'syou!Caretoshowyourself?

Itwasquiet..

Me:Youbleeding

Marco:I'llbefine

Me:Maybethiswasabadidea

Marco:There'snoturningbacknow!

Helookedaroundagain..

Marco:Aldoifyougoingtokillme,faceme!

Afterafewsecondssomeguyshowedupfrom

upstairs,wearingallblack.Hewaswhiteandbald,

lookedabitscaryandhardcore..

Hewalkeddownthestairs...

Me:Whatnow?

Marco:Justtrustme

Hewalkeddownuntilhegottous.



Marco:Gunsonthefloor

Aldo:Simultaneously

Theybothputtheirgunsonthefloorslowly,then

theykickedthemtotheside.AldokickedMarcoon

hisfacebeforeMarcocouldevengetup.Marco

staggeredbackandbumpedintomewhichmade

mefall..

Marcostooduponhisfeetwithbloodonhisface,

Aldopunchedhimacrosstheface..

Imovedbackwards..

Aldo:evenifyoutryrunningyouwon'tmakeitout,

youdon'thavetheprinttounlockthedoor..

Marcospatbloodonthefloor..

Aldo:Thisisactuallyeasy

MarcotriedpunchingAldo,butAldoheldMarco's

handandtwistedit.Marcogroaned.

HepushedhimbackandMarcofell,Aldowalkedup

tohimandputhisfootonMarco'sbleedingarm.He

pressedhardandMarcogroanedlouderinpain..

Thisdidn'tlookgood



KELSO

IstoppedbyatScorpion'splaceafterdroppingoff

Hakeem.ThedoorwasopenedbyBanza'sMother..

Her:Hello

Me:Goodevening

Her:Pleasecomein

Itookoffmyhatandmademywayin..

Me:Thanks

Her:Howareyou?

Me:I'mgoodandyou?

Her:I'mwell

Me:I'mlookingforScorpionishearound?

Her:Who?

Me:Lindo

Her:Ohw..Yeshe'saround..I'llgethim



Me:Okaythankyou

ShedisappearedtogoandcallScorpion..

Scorpionwalkedintothekitchenafterafew

seconds..

Scorp:Hey

Me:Eyy

Webumpedshoulders..

Me:Sorryforjustdroppingin,haveyouheardfrom

Sole?

Scorp:Notyet

Me:Shouldwedrivetohisplace?

Scorp:YeahIthinkso,everytimewastedcouldput

thegirlsmoreindanger

Somewomanwalkedin..

Her:Ohgoodevening

Me:Evening

Her:I'mMartha,Lindo'sAunt

Me:I'mKelso



Scorp:HeisNongcebo'sHusband

Martha:Hownice..Lovelytomeetyou

Me:Likewise

Scorp:WegoingoutforawhileI'llbeback

Martha:Don'tstayouttoolate,younoteven

supposedtogooutatnight

Scorp:I'llbeokay

Martha:Itwaslovelymeetingyou

Me:Metoo

NONGCEBO

Marcowaslayingonthefloorhelpless.Aldowalked

uptome,Itookafewstepsback.

Aldo:Pleasemakethiseasierforme

Hestretchedouthishandtome.Iheldit..

Heheldminetightanddraggedmetothe

staircase...



Me:Pleasedon'thurtme

Aldo:Ihavenointentionsofdoingthat

Wecontinuedwalkingupthestaircase..

Marco:Aldo

WestoppedthenAldoexhaled.Aldoturnedaround,

andMarcoshothim3times.Heletgoofmyhand

andfelldownthestairs..

Iputmyhandsovermymouth..

Marcolaidbackdownagain...

SANDISIWE

Me:Whatwasthat?

Sethuwassleeping..Ishookher..

Me:Sethuwakeup!

Shewokeup..

Me:Didyouhearthat?



Sethu:Heardwhat?

Me:Soundedlikegunshots

Sethu:Youprobablydreaming,Ididn'thear

anything

Ilookedaround,Nongceboseemedtobesleeping..

Me:Ngcebo

Sethu:Gobacktosleep,don'twakeherup.I'msure

itwasnothing,ourdoorislocked

Me:Idon'tlikethis..Idon'tlikeitonebit

NONGCEBO

ImademywaytoMarco..

Me:Marco..Hey..

Helookedatme..

Me:Areyouokay?

Marco:Helpmetogetup,wehavetogo.Aldohasa

monitoronhim,ifitgoesredAndrewillhavethis



wholeplacefloodingwithhispeople

Ihelpedhimup..

Marco:Let'sgo

Iputhisotherarmovermyshouldersandwe

walkeduptothedoor..

Me:Slowly..Slowly..

Heputhisthumbonthefingerprint,andthedoor

opened.Wewalkedout..

Me:Areyougoingtomakeit?

Marco:KeeponwalkingSeñorita

Wecontinuedwalking,withhimstillinpainuntilwe

reachedthegate.Acarwasparkedatthegate..

Thedooropenedandsomeguycameout..

Guy:Cugino(Cousin)

Herantousandtriedopeningthegate,Marcoput

histhumbonthefingerprintandthedooropened.

TheguycametousandhelpedMarco..



Marco:Wehavetoleave..Now!

Guy:Let'sgoCugino!

ANDREMARTINEZ

Mywatchstartedbeeping,Ilookedatit.Itflasheda

redlight..IlookedatSandy...

Me:Excuseme

Sandy:Noleavingthetablewhenweeating

Me:Just5seconds

Iputthenapkinonthetableandgotupfromthe

chair.Iwalkeduptothekitchenandtookoutmy

phone,ItextedRomeo..

"Codered,Aldoisintrouble!Lockallthedoorsnow

sothegirlsdon'tescape.KillMarcoonsight"

Hetextedback:

"RogerthatSeñor"



NONGCEBO

Wewereatthebackofthevan,someguywas

driving.TheotherguywhosenameisLucaandalso

happenstobeMarco'scousinsohesaid,was

applyingpressureonMarco'sbleedingwound..

Luca:Aspettacugino(HoldonCousin)

Marco:Is..Iswealthokay?

Lucalookedatme..

Me:I'mfine..I'mgood,justholdon

Marcoheldmyhandasheclosedhiseyes..

Luca:Guidapiùveloce!(Drivefaster)

KELSO

WearrivedatSole'splace,heletusin...

Scorp:Hey



Sole:Hey

Me:Yougood?

Sole:YeahI'mgood

Weclosedthedoor..

Scorp:What'sthelowdown?

Sole:WewaitingonModrid

Scorpionclosedhiseyes..

Me:Forhowlongdowehavetowaitforhim?With

everysecondwastedthegirlscouldbemoreand

moreindanger

Sole:Don'tyouthinkIknowthat?WithoutModrid

wecan'trescuethegirls!Wedon'tevenknowwhere

thegirlsare,lookingforthemweonlygoingto

wastetimethatwedon'thave

Scorp:Thisisnotgood!

Me:Therehastobeanotherway

Sole:I'mthinking

Scorp:Thinkharder!MySisterisoutthere!



Sole:MygirlfriendandmyDaughterareoutthere

too!!!

Me:Okayguyswecan'tfallapart,wehavetothink

ofsomethingandnotfighteachother!Wedon't

havetimeforthatrightnow!

.
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SOLE

Thefollowingdayataround11am,IreceivedMo's

letter.Thoughhehadwritteneverythingincodes,

butIunderstoodverywell.Hewasbeing

transferredin2daystime.Allthatwehadtodowas

seteverythingup,makesureeverythingruns

smoothandperfect.Ifwemessthisup,Imight



neverseemygirlsanymore..Iheardthedoorbell

ringing,Iputtheletteronthecoffeetableandwent

toopen..Itwassomegentlemaninasuit..

Him:Goodmorning

Me:Morning

Him:IamlookingforMrSoleBotha,hopeIhavethe

rightaddress

Me:Yes..Whoareyou?

Him:IamMissWilsonia'slawyer

Ilethimin..Hewasholdingabriefcase..

Him:Sorrytojustbudgeinuninvited

Me:Noit'sokay..HowcanIhelpyou?

Him:Wilsonialeftclearinstructionsonherwill,that

ifanythingcouldeverhappentoher.Youareto

fatherandtakecareofherSonNathan

Heputthebriefcasedownonthecounterand

openedit,hetookoutafewdocuments..

Him:Thesedocumentswillhelpyougetfull

custodyofyourSon



Itookthem..

Me:Thankyou

Him:Youwelcome..Again,I'mtrulysorryforyour

loss

Me:Thankyou

Him:Ishouldbeonmyway..Haveagoodday

Me:Youtoo

Heclosedthebriefcaseandmadehiswaytothe

door..

SETHU

TheythrewSandiintheroom,shefellandhurt

herselfabit..

Me:Pleasewatchitsheisstillinpain

Romeo:Idon'tcare

Lastnighttheymovedusouttoanotherplace

withoutanyformofexplanation.Thishousein



particularwasabitsmallerthanthelastonewe

werein...

Sandi:WhereisNongcebo?

Me:Whereisourotherfriend?

Sandi:Ohwsheescapedlastnight,sheescaped

withMarcoandshe'sthereasonwhyyoutwohave

beenmoved

Sandi:Nongcebowouldn'tdothat

Romeo:Ohwwellshedid!

Me:Iknewit!Shewasgettingclosertohim

Romeo:PleaseknowthatIamnotMarco,Iamnot

Fabiano.Ishallnotacceptanyformofdisrespect,

andthankstoyourfriendyourstayherewillbea

littlebitdifferent!

Helookedatusonelasttimeandthenwalkedout,

lockingthedoorbehindhim..

Ilookedaroundtheroom,thereweretwobuckets.

Basicallywegoingtousethebucketsasour

toilets...



NONGCEBO

Iwalkedintothekitchen,Lucaseemedtobe

makingbreakfast.Thecabinetwassmallandnot

toobad.Itwasverywarmtoo..

Me:Goodmorning

Luca:GoodmorningSeñorita

Me:WhereisMarco?Isheokay?

Luca:He'sgoingtobeokay,lastnightItookoutthe

bullet.Heneedsrest

Me:OkayIsee

Luca:YourfriendsI'msorryaboutthem

Me:MarcosaidwearegoingtocallthePolice

Luca:Ididbutunfortunatelytheywerealready

movedwhentheygotthere

Me:Doesn'tMarcoknowanotherplacewerethey

keepingthem?



Luca:TheywillputtheminaplacewereMarco

wouldn'tknowtopreventhimfromcallingthecops

Me:Thisisbad

Luca:IfAndreneedsthemhewon'thurtthem

Me:Youthinkso?

Luca:Ihopeso

Me:Metoo

Luca:Breakfast?

Isatdown..

Luca:Youcan'treallycallyourfamilyandfriends

fornowuntileverythingissettled.YouandMarco

arestillinDanger,can'thaveAndrefindingyou

Me:Iunderstand..Thankyouagain

KELSO

Sole:Modridhasconfirmedthatintwodaystimehe

willbetransferred.Wehavetobeready



Kelso:Finally!

Sole:Wearegoingtodothisonourown,you,me,

andscorpion

Kelso:That'stheway

Me:TheysentmeapictureofmyDaughter

Kelso:Letmesee

Itookmyphoneandshowedhim..

Kelso:Shelooksabittiny,Hakeemwasabitbigger

Me:She'sapremature

Kelso:She'sgoingtomakeitandwegoingtofind

her

Me:Sandyisnotgoingtoforgiveme

Kelso:Wewillcrossthatbridgewhenwegetthere

Me:True....Let'splanhowwegoingtodothe

transfer

SETHU



IlookedatSandi..

Me:Areyouokay?

Sandi:I'llbeokay

Me:CanIseeyouroperation?

Sandi:It'sfine..Thankyou

Isatdownandleanedagainstthewallwithmy

back..

Me:HowcanNongcebodothistous?Escapealone?

Leaveushere?

Ishookmyhead..

Sandi:Sheprobablyhadherownreasons

Me:Herownselfishreasons!

Sandi:DoyouthinkmyDaughterisstillalive?

Me:IthinksoandIhopetheygoingtoletyousee

hersoon

Sandi:Iprayso..Theywon'tevenletmeholdher,

breastfeedher

Me:ThisisbadSandi..Howdidweevenendup



here?Thisisbadindeed

NONGCEBO

AftereatingbreakfastwithLuca,heallowedmeto

goandseeMarco.Hewasintheotherroom.I

knockedandopenedthedoorgently,hewaslaying

onthebed.Hewasshirtlesswithabandagearound

hisarm,bruisesonhisbodywhereAldohadbeaten

himup.Hisfacewasalsostillwounded..Iclosed

thedoorandlookedathim..

Me:Marco

Hedidn'tmove

Me:Marco

Iwalkedclosertothebedandgentlyshookhim..

Me:Marco

Heheldmyarmandtwistedit..

Me:Ahhhhhh!



Heletgo..

Marco:I'msosorry,Ididn'tknowitwasyou

Señorita

Irubbedmyarm..

Marco:Whenyoulivealifesimilartomine,you

don'tpeacefullysleep.Youcangetkilledinyour

sleep

Me:Icantell

Marco:Ideeplyapologize

Hegotoutofbedinnothingbuthisbriefsonly..He

wasstillabitdisoriented..

Me:Youstillneedtorest,youinpain

Marco:Ican'trestforeverSeñorita..Howareyou?

Ishruggedmyshoulders...

Marco:Wheneverythingisdoneandweoutof

danger,IwillgetyoubacktoyourlovedonesI

promise.Andrehastogetwhateveritisfromthem,

thenyouwillbehomefree

Me:Whataboutyou?



Marco:I'llhavetogoaway,I'veshothisrighthand

man.Thatwon'tbeforgiven,hewillhuntmedown

everydayofmylife.WhichiswhyIneedyoutostay

putfornowthisisnolongeragame,it'sseriouswar

Inodded..

Me:Thankyouagain,thankyouforsavingme

Marco:YouwelcomeSeñorita

Me:Ishouldleaveyoutorest,Iwannaresttoo.

Hardlygotanysleeplastnight

Henodded..

Iwalkedoutofthebedroomandclosedthedoor..

KELSO

IhadtopartwaysforthedaywithSole.Hehadto

goandgetNathan,thenIdrovehome.

IwasrelievedthatthisplanwithModridwasgoing

well,there'shopethatthegirlswillbereturnedback

tous..



Itookmykeysandopenedthesecuritydoor,whenI

heardafamiliarvoice...

Ken:Kelso

Ilookedathim..

Hetookoffhishat,thiswasveryunbelievable..I

mustbedreamingorsomething.Thisisnotreal,

Kenisdead!Weburiedhimnotsolongago...

.
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KELSO

Ilookedathim,hewassittingonthecouch..

Ken:Ihadtofakemydeath,TheGavhaditinfor

me



Me:Weburiedyou,Gramsmourned.Shewas

shatteredbyyourdeath

Ken:Iunderstand,ifIdidn'tfakemydeath,hewas

goingtokillmeforreal

Me:Howsweet..Doyouwantamedalforyourfake

perfectstunt?

Ken:Iknowyoumad,itmust'vebeendifficultto

mournforme

Ichuckled..

Me:Ididn'tmournforyou,don'tgetittwisted

Ken:Kelso

Me:Gertrudetoldmeeverything,sheshowedyour

letters.Thethreatsyoumadetoher,everythingthat

you'veputherthrough

Ken:Shedid(cunningsmile)

Me:YouknowKenIdon'thavetimeforthis,Ihavea

lotgoingonrightnow.Nongceboismissing,doyou

mindcomingbackanotherday?

Ken:Ireadthestory..I'msorry.Iknowhowmuch



youloveher,itmustbeveryhardforyou

Me:Idon'tneedyoursympathy,whatIneedfrom

youistodisappear.Gramsdoesn'tdeservethis,

havesomeheart.You'veputherthroughhell,we

don'tneedyouanymore

Ken:That'ssad..Ihopeonedayyouwillletgoof

thisangerthatyouhavetowardsme,andwecan

possiblyfixthings

Me:GoodbyeKen,closethedooronyourwayout

SOLE

IwentthroughModrid'sletteragainandrewrotethe

plan.Hisletterhadthewholeplanwrittenbutitwas

coded,howdidInotseethis.Thisisgoingtobea

simplegateway,onethatwon'tattractanyattention

thatwedon'tneed...

Me:TheVanwillbeatthegateexactlyat16:00to

pickupModrid.ItgoesthroughStAnnestreet,a

streetthatispresumedtobesafe.



Ilookedathisletteragain..

Me:Justice..JusticecanaccesstheSAPSdata

baseandforgeIDsforus.HewillchargeusR50

000

Ilookedatthepriceagain..

Me:50kforIDsthatwegoingtouseforafew

minutes?

Ishookmyhead..

Me:Lenny..Lennyisamechanic,hewillhelpus

withavananditwillcostR100000

Thepriceswereinsane!Butthisisformygirls,

ScorpionandIwe'llhavetopayfortheseguys..

Iwentthrougheverythingagain,andsaw

somethingelse.Justicewillalsohelpuswiththe

Radios.Whentherealvangetsstuck,theywilltryto

contactthestationbutthesignalwillbejammed

fromtheirside.Theywon'tbeabletogetthrough,

theircellphoneswon'thavesignalstoo.Theywon't

beabletocallforhelp,foratleast2hours.This

wholeshitwillbebasedon2hours,justamere2



hoursiswhatweneedtogetModridout.Ihopeit's

goingtowork..Itookmyphoneandtextedtheboys,

wedon'thavemuchtime..

NONGCEBO

Isatonthewoodandthrewstonesaroundonthe

leaves.Itwasabitchilly,thewoodsarecold.Ifelta

jacketaroundmyshoulders,Iturnedbackandit

wasMarco..

Marco:Señorita

Me:Hey

Hetookalongtimesittingonthewoodnexttome..

Marco:It'scoldouthere,thewoodsarecold.Are

yousureyoudon'twannagoinsideandsitnextto

thefireplaceanddrinkcoffee?

Me:NoI'mokay..Thankyou

Marco:Iknowthisisdifficultforyou,Iknowyou

misshome.Ipromiseyouthatwhenallthisisdone,



youwillbereunitedwithyourlovedones

Me:Ican'tevencallthem?

Marco:No...Wecanuseaprepaidphonebutstill..

Ifyoucallhomesincetheyknowthatyoumissing

theymighttrackthesignal,iftheydoAndrewill

trackyourfamilydownandtheywillfindus

Me:Idoubtmyfamilywoulddothat

Marco:Ifmywifewasmissingandshecallsme,

afterthatcallI'minthecarchasingthetrail

Ifakedasmile..

Me:Howsweet

Marco:Thingsaren'tredrosesbetweenyouand

him?

Me:Alothashappenedbetweenus,hehurtme

prettybad

Marco:Hedidthattoyou?Yourbody?

Inodded..

Me:Threwmeinashower,scrubbedmewith

chemicalsuntilmyskinpeeledoff.Burntmynipple,



rapedme.Hadsexwithhismistressandmademe

towitnessit

Marco:Andyoustillwentback?

Me:StupidIknow

Itookadeepbreath..

Me:Ithoughtnoonewasgoingtoloveme,Imean

lookatme..Ithoughtthatstickingwiththedevilyou

knowisbetterthanseekinganAngelthatyoudon't

know.Didn'twannagothroughhelltwice

Marco:Notallmenarelikethat..I'msorryyouwent

throughthat,IdespiseMenwhoabusewomen.

Theyweak.Womenarepreciousjewels,thatneed

tobeappreciatedandtakengoodcareoffeveryday

Me:It'slifewhatcanwesay

Hetookmyhandandheldit,hestartedrubbingit

andblewwarmaironit..

Marco:Weneedtogetyouinside,it'sfreezingcold

here

Me:CanIaskyousomething?



Marco:Yes

Me:Whydidyousaveme?Riskyourlifeand

betrayedyourboss?

Marco:Idon'tknow..Maybeyouneededsaving,you

lookedlikeyouneededsaving

Webothlookedateachotherandlaughed..

Heheldmyotherhand,andrubbedmyhands

together..

Marco:Howisthat?

Me:Feelsabitbetter

(Silence)

Me:Somepeoplewouldfeelscaredrightnowbut..I

trustyou,Idon'tknowwhybutItrustyou

Marco:Tootrusting,youhavetoworkaroundthat

Me:Iwill

HelookedatmeandIlookedathimtoo..

Heleanedoverandkissedmestillholdingmy

hands...Hebrokethekissbeforeitwentfar..



Marco:Weshouldgetyouinside

Luca:Marco

Welookedathim..

Luca:I'mgoingtocollectwoodforthefireplace

Marco:Willyouabletodothatallbyyourself?

Me:Wecantagalong

Marco:Idon'tthinkso

Me:It'saroundthewoodsright?Nooneknowswe

here

Marco:Iknowbut...

Me:Comeon..Wecan'tbestuckinthecabin

everydayforever

HelookedatLuca,Lucashruggedhisshoulders..

Marco:Finejustthisonce

Igotupandhelpedhimtogetup..

Luca:NeedawalkingstickMarco?

Marco:I'mfine



Luca:ThoughtyouwouldwanttobeAndrefor

somechange

Me:Andreusesawalkingstick?

Luca:Yes..

Me:Andhe'sdangerous?

Marco:Very

Lucapickedupastick..

Luca:Hewouldbeshowinguprightnowwalking

likethis

Heimitatedhim..

Luca:"MarcoI'mhighlydisappointedinyou

Brother"

Icouldn'thelpbutlaugh..

Luca:"Itrustedyoubrother,Ibelievedinyou"

HewalkedtowardsMarco..Hethrewthestickdown

andgrabbedMarcobyhisjacket.

Luca:"Whatyoudidisunforgivable"

Icontinuedlaughing..MarcohitLuca'shandsoff...



Marco:Quitplayinglet'sgogetthewood

Me:ThatwasbrilliantIactuallyenjoyedthat

Luca:I'mamanofmanytalents

MarcoputhisarmaroundmyshouldersandIput

minearoundhiswaist..

SETHU

Iglanceddownatthefood.Itwasacheese

sandwich,juiceandanapple..

Sandi:Areyouokay?

Ithrewmyplatedown..

Me:Can'tbelieveNongcebobetrayeduslikethat!

Sandi:Rememberoneoftheguystookherupstairs,

maybeshehadtogetaway

Sethu:Bullshit!Shesawanopportunitytogetwith

Marcothenusedhimtohelpherescapeandleave

usbehind!Ithoughtwewereallinthistogether



Sandi:IfyouwereinNongcebo'sshoeswouldn't

youhavedonethesamethingifyouhadan

opportunitytogetoutofhere?

Me:NoIwouldn't

Sandi:ohwIsee

Weheardthedoorunlocking,Romeomadehisway

in..

HelookedatSandi..

Romeo:You..Come

Me:Whereareyoutakingher?

Romeo:Shutup!

HewalkeduptoSandiandforcedherup..

Sandi:Awwww!

Me:Whereareyoutakingher?

Romeo:Isaidshutup!!

Sandi:It'sokaySethu

Romeodraggedherout..



NONGCEBO

Ipickedupthesticks..

Me:TheysmallerthanIimagined

Marco:Lucaislazytochoprealwood

Me:Iguessthiswilldofornow

Marco:Iguesssotoo

Helookedatme..

Marco:Areyoufine?Yourstacklooksheavy

already

Me:I'mfine..It'snotheavy

IpickedupanotherstickandIalmosttoucheda

lizard,ithidunderaleaf..Idroppedallmysticks

jumpingaroundandscreaming...

Marco:What'swrong?Whathappened?

Me:Ialmosttouchedalizard

Lucacametous..



Luca:Iseverythingokay?

Marco:Yeaheverythingisokay,justadamnlizard..

Ithinkweshouldgo,Lucagettherestofthesticks

Luca:Withpleasure

Lucapickeduptheremainingsticks..

Marco:Ithinkwehaveenough..Let'sgo

Westartedwalkingbacktothecabin..

Marco:Putyourhandaroundmyarm

Me:Won'titputmorepressureonyou?Considering

youholdingastackofsticks

Marco:I'mfine

Iputmyhandaroundhisarm..

.
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SANDISIWE

Romeotookmetotheroomwheretheywere

keepingmybaby.Shewasinanincubator,there

wasaguardatthedoorandaDrinsidetheroom..

Isatonthechairnexttotheincubatorandlookedat

her,Icouldn'tevenstopmytearsfromstreaming

down.Iwasn'tevenallowedtoholdher,butIcould

putmyhandinsideandtouchher...

Me:Hi(crying)

Iwishallofthiscouldbeover,mybabydoesn't

deservetobehere.ThisisnotmyideaofhowI

wantedtogivebirth..

RACHEL

SinceKhumalo'sfamilyhadarrived,Ihadtogo

backhome.TomorrowmorningIhavetogobackto



work,thenI'llseethemlateronwhenIknockoff..

FirstthingIdid,wastoprayagain.UponprayingI

gotassuritythatNongcebowassafe,moresafer

thantheother2girls.Allwewantisforthemto

comebackhome,comebacksafe.Iopenedmy

eyesandtheothercandleswereblownoutbutthe

redonewasstillburning.Lookingatit,itwasn't

burningforthereasonthatIhadinmind,Iwas

shownnewlove.Forthefactthatitdidn'tblowout,

itrepresentednewandgenuinelovebetweentwo

individuals.Iwasconfused,howdoeslovecome

intoplaywithregardstothegirlsbeingkidnapped?

SOLE

Justice:YesIknowModrid,he'saverygoodclient

ofmine

Ilookedaround,thisguywasageek.Computers

everywhere,Xboxandgames.Theplacewas

untidy..

Me:Modridsentus



Hefixedhisglasses..

Justice:It'stime?

KelsoandIlookedateachother..

Justice:Modridcontactedmeawhilebacktelling

methatsomeguyswillshowupaskingforhelpon

hisbehalf

Kelso:Wearetheguys

Justice:Isee..Wellthenpleasemakeyourselves

feelathome..Somethingtodrink?

Me:Nothankyou..Wecool

Justice:Modridonlyexplainedabit

Me:WeneedfakeIDstogetintotheprison,we

needyoutologinintotheirdatabase.Checkwhich

gaurdsareassignedtopickupModrid,andalsoon

thebigdayweneedyoutojamthesignal.They

shouldn'tbeabletocontactthestationatallforat

least2hours

Justice:That'ssomebigassmissionyouguyshave!

Me:Canyoudothat?



Justice:Givemesomefewminutes

Myphonebeeped,Itookitoutandchecked.They

hadsentmeapictureofSandisiweandourbaby.

Shewassittingnexttotheincubator,myheart

sank..IclenchedmyJawsandsqueezedmyphone

tight..

Me:Justice

Justicelookedatme..

Me:Makeitwork

Henodded..

NONGCEBO

Iwassittingontopofthecounter,thecabinwas

verywarmafterLucahadpreparedthefireplace.

Marcowaspreparingachillitomatosoup.Iwas

holdingaglassofwine..

Me:DoyouthinkLucaisgoingtobeembarrassed

withbuyingwithwomenthings?



Marco:Nohewon't

Me:Ineedclothes

Marco:Wewillmakeaplan.Lucawillcomeback

withyourtoiletries,that'sthemostimportantthing

now

Me:Ican'twearyourt-shirtsforeveryouknow

Helookedatmeandsmiled..

Marco:Idon'tmind

Me:Doyouhaveanycolourswhenitcomesto

clothes,otherthanblack&white?

Marco:No

Me:Why?

Marco:Ijustlikethosetwocoloursthat'sall

Hecamewiththespatulatome..

Marco:Tastethis

Itasted..

Me:It'sdeliciousbutchilli

Marco:It'sanoldfamilyrecipe



Me:Isee

Marco:Youwillgobacktoyourlovedoneswhen

thetimeisright,Ipromiseyouthat

Me:IknowIwill

Hewalkeduptomeandstoodnexttome..

Me:WillIeverseeyouagain?Whenallofthisis

done?

Marco:Idon'tknow..Ipreferkeepingyousafe,this

warbetweenAndreandIwillturnoutdangerousI

don'twantyougettinghurt

Me:SowhenIgohome,you'llonlybeadistant

memory

Marco:Possibly

Idrankmywine..

Marco:I'mguessingyou'llbehappy,you'llbefree

fromyourcaptor

Me:Youdidn'tkidnapme,Andredid

Marco:Ihadpartakeninholdingyouhostage



Me:Yourescuedmefromharm,thatshouldcount

forsomething

Marco:Itshould

Welookedateachotherforawhile,heputhishand

onmywaistandcametostandinfrontofme.Then

wekissed..

SANDISIWE

Romeoopenedthedoor,Iwalkedin.Helockedit

behindme..

Sethu:Areyouokay?Didtheyhurtyou?

Shewalkeduptome..

Sethu:Didtheyhurtyou?

Me:No...Theyshowedmemybaby

Sethu:Wowreally?

Me:Yes..Theyevenallowedmetopumpmy

breasts,notasgoodasbreastfeedingbutatleast



she'llbedrinkingwhatshewasmeanttobesucking

fromme

Sethu:Youaresostrong,Idon'tknowhowyoudoit

Me:Ihaveababytothinkof,Ihavetobestrongfor

her

Sethu:Whatdidyounameher?

Me:AveryCebokaziGxaba

Sethu:Beautifulnames

Me:She'sverycuteandadorable,tookmuchfrom

Solethanshedidwithme

Sethu:WishIcouldseeher

Me:Maybeyouwill

Sethu:Howisyouroperation?Doyoufeelanypain?

Me:NoI'mgood...

Sethu:Itrulyadmireyourstrength

Me:Thankyou

NONGCEBO



Hepartedmylegsandgotinbetweenthem.

Heputhishandsonmythighs,Iwrappedmyhands

aroundhiswaist.Hishandsmovedfrommythighs

andheputthemonmybutt,hepulledmemore

closertohim.Abreathescapedmylipsaswe

continuedkissing.

Iwrappedmyarmsaroundhisneck,hesqueezed

myhalfdisplayedbuttandmovedtoleavekisses

onmyneck.Hekissedmycheekandcamebackto

mylips.Hemovedhishandsupunderneaththet-

shirtallthewayuptomybreasts,Istoppedhim...

Me:Stop

Helookedatme...

Marco:Iwon'tforceyouintoanythingthatyoudon't

wanttodo

Me:It'sjustthat..

Helookedatme..

Marco:I'veseenyoualmostnakedremember?



Me:Iwasinabraandanunderwearremember?

Marco:Idon'tcarewhatyourbodylookslike,your

scarsjustprovethatyouareasurvivor.Hetriedto

killyou,triedtodestroyyoubuthereyouaretoday.

Beautifulasever

Myeyeswelledup..

Marco:I'msorry..Youshouldn'thavewentthrough

that

Mytearsstreameddown,hewipedthemwithhis

thumb..

Me:WegoingtodothisandImightneverseeyou

again,howisthatfairtome?

Marco:Let'sshuteverythingoutandtrytoenjoythe

moment

Marco:MayI?

Inodded..

Heliftedupmyt-shirtandtookitoff..

Iclosedmyeyesandhelookedatme.Hishands

squeezedmybreasts.Tearsstreameddown..



Marco:Youtrulyarebeautiful

KELSO

Ithrewthecigarettebuddownandsteppedonit

withmysneaker.Itookoutmyphone,Nongcebo

wasmywallpaper.Itrulymissher

Me:holdonjustabitlongerBabe

Sole:HeyIgotthem

Ilookedathim..

Sole:TomorrowwegoingtoseeLennyaboutthe

van

Me:Wetrulyaredoingthis?Webringingthegirls

home

Sole:Webringingthemhome

Me:Wehaveneverbeeninvolvedinsomethinglike

thisbefore

Sole:Afterthis,wenolongergoingtofuckwiththe



Italians

Me:Word!

RACHEL

Banza:Areyouokay?

Ilookedathim...

Banza:Youhaven'ttouchedyourfood

Me:Somethingispuzzlingme

Banza:Whatisit?

Me:WhenIwasprayingforthegirls..Ihadassurity

thatNongcebowassafe...

Banza:That'sgoodnewsright?

Me:Yesapartfromthefactthatthere'salsolove

that'sstartingwithoneofthegirls.Anewbeginning,

genuineandtruelove

Me:That'sverystrange,allthegirlshavepartners..

Therecan'tbeanynewlove



Me:That'swhyI'mconfused,I'llprayagain

.
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SOLE

ThatnightIsatNathandowntoexplaintohimwhat

wasgoingon,Ineededtofindabetterwayto

explaintohimaboutwhathappenedtohisMother

sothathecanunderstand..

Me:Nathan

Helookedatme..

Me:Youknowsometimespeoplethatwilllove,they

leaveusandgotoHeaven.GobewithGod

Hestilllistened...



Me:GodcalledMomtocometoheavenandvisit

Nathan:Isshegoingtocomeback?

Me:Nobut..OnedayGodisgoingtocallyoutoo

thenyouwillgotoheavenandseeMom

Nathan:ButifMomwenttoheaven,whoisgoingto

takecareofme.Takemetoschool?

Me:BeforeMomwenttoheavensheaskedmeto

takecareofyou,youwillbelivingwithmefrom

hereon

Helookeddown..

Nathan:I'msad

Me:IknowBuddy...I'msadtoo,butwegoingto

makethiswork.Wehavetomakethisworkfor

Mom.Shewillbeverysadtoseeyousad,wehave

toworktogetherasateam

Nathan:CanIvisither?

Me:Onlywhenyouolder

Nathan:Iwannagoandsleep

Me:OkaygoI'llberightthere



Hegotupfromthecouchandwenttohisbedroom.

Ilaidbackandclosedmyeyes..Thiswasthemost

difficultthingthatIhadtodo..

NONGCEBO

Forathug,IthoughtMarcowouldatleasthavea

tattoobuthewasclean.Hiswholebodywasclean,

freefromanytattoos.Hewasleftinhisboxerbriefs

onlynow,Iwastotallynakedonthekitchencounter.

AsmuchasIwasveryinsecureaboutmybodybut

Marcoseemednottomindatall,Ithoughtitwould

turnhimoffbutitdidn't.Hekissedeverypartofit,

squeezedeverypartofit,andmadesurethathis

touchwasgentleenough..Heplacedhishandson

mywaistandpickedmeuplikeIwasnothingbuta

feather.Heliterallyputmeoverhisshoulders,my

legshangingoverhisshoulders.Hishandsfirmly

onmybuttformybalance,andhisfaceburiedin

mycoochie.Iputmyhandsonhisheadabit

nervousthatIwasgoingtofall,buthehadanice



griponme..Istilldon'tknowhowhemanagedto

muffedmeinthatposition,itwasthehardest

positioneverbuthehadnoproblemsgetting

through..WhenhesawthatIwasn'tentirely

comfortableheputmedownagain..

Me:AndIthoughtIwasgoingtofall

Marco:Thatmeansyoudon'ttrustmeenough

Me:Notwiththat(Laughing)

Marco:Iwasnevergoingtoletyoufall

Hecamecloserandwekissed..

Wecontinuedkissingandhegotmeoffthecounter,

thenheturnedmearoundandspankedmyassa

fewtimes.Iputmyhandsonthecounter,thenhe

pulledthesmallstepladderthatInormallyuse

whenIwanttoaccesstheupperpartofthe

cupboard.Heliftedmylegupandplaceditonthe

ladder,whilstmyotherlegwasonthefloor..

Hekissedmeonmycheekthenwentontosuckmy

earlobewithhishanddowntappingmyclitandhis



otherhandgentlyonmyneck.

Hiscrotchwasrockhardagainstmybutt,Imoved

myhandtomassagehimuntilhisbreathing

deepened.TheremoreIrubbedhim,themorehe

tappedharderagainstmyclit..Hewhisperedinmy

ear..

Marco:Wedon'thavecondomsandI'mnotgoingto

stop.Ihaven'thadsexforatleasttwomonthsI'm

hopingyouarecleantoo

WithmyeyesclosedInodded..Wedon'tknowwhat

thefutureholds,wedon'tevenknowifwegoingto

makeitoutofhere.Whynotriskjustthisonce

enjoythemomentandshuteverythingelseout..He

tookoffhisboxerbriefsandbentmealittle,he

insertedhimselfinstretchingmewiderthanIhave

beenstretchedbefore.Imoanedalittlewithmy

handonhisthighpushinghimbackalittle.Heput

hishandsonmywaistandpulledmeclosertohim,

mybreathleftmeforamomentandhemoanedas

hemadehiswayfurtherinwithhisgriptighteron

mywaist...



Marco:YoutighterthanIthought(whispering)

Me:YoubiggerthanIthought

Hemovedhishanddownonmyhip,hisotherhand

downonmyclitandhestartedpumping..Itstarted

offabithecticbutasIgotmorewetitwas

becomingverynice..

Heleanedoverandstoppedrubbingmyclit,he

spankedmypartialityexposedbutt..

Marco:FuckSeñorita!!!

KELSO

Iwaswokenupbyaknock,Ilookedatthetime.It

was4amnow.Igotoffbedtocheckwhoitwas,it

wasScorpion..

Scorpion:Kels

Me:Scorp

Scorp:I'llwaitforyouinthecar,wehaveavanto

goandrent



Me:Soearly?

Scorp:Timewaitsfornoman,Soletextedme

Me:Coolgiveme30

Scorp:30itis

Iwasabouttoclosethedoor..

Scorp:Hey

Ilookedather...

Scorp:Wegoingtofindhim

Me:YeahIknow

Iclosedthedoor..

SOLE

Itookhisjacketandwokehimup..

Me:Nath

Helookedatme..

Me:Comeonputonyourjacket



Heopenedhiseyesandlookedatme..

Nath:WherearewegoingDaddy?

Me:I'mtakingyoutoGrandma'shouse,shewill

takeyoutopreschoollateron

Nath:Okay

Me:Letmehelpyouputonyourjacket,I'llcome

andgetyoulateronokay?

Nath:Okay

NONGCEBO

Iwaswokenupbyabeautifulvoicesingingandthe

guitarbeingplayed...

"AndIcansayI'veneverboughtyouflowers

Ican'tfigureoutwhatthey'llneed..

IneverthoughtthatI'dlovesomeone,thatwas

someoneelse'sdream..

Yougivemesomethingthatmakesmescared



alright,thiscouldbenothingbutI'mwillingtogiveit

atry..."

Me:Marco?

Hestoppedplaying..

Iroseupfromthepillow..

Marco:Ithoughtthatwasn'tloud

Ichuckled..

Me:Youhaveabeautifulvoice

Igotoutofbedandswitchedonthelight,hewas

sittingonthechair..

Marco:ComeI'llteachyouhowtoplay

Me:Whattimeisit?

Marco:I'mnotreallysure

Iwalkeduptohimandsatontopofhim..

Heputtheguitaronmythighsandkissedmeon

theshoulder..

SANDISIWE



Sethu:Sandiareyousleeping?

Me:Notreally

Sethu:Ifwegetoutofhereareyouevergoingto

forgiveSole?

(Silence)

Me:Ifwegetoutofhere,I'mleavinghim

Sethu:I'mleavingScorpiontoo

(Silence)

Sethu:WellatleastNongcebosailedofftothe

sunsetwithMcdreamy

Me:Wedon'tknowifshe'ssafeornotwherevershe

is,butI'mhopinghe'ssafe.Marcodoesn'tlooklike

abadperson

Sethu:Hekidnappedus!

Me:Hedidn't..Heheldushostage.Thoughwhathe

didwasnotgoodbutyoucanseethathe'snota

badperson



Sethu:IfMarcowasagoodpersonhewould'velet

usgo

Me:Andriskhislife?

Sethu:HeriskeditwithNongcebo,hecould've

riskeditwithallofus

Me:Theyhadachemistry,hewasn'tgoingtorisk

hislifeforallofus!

Sheexhaled..

Sethu:WhatNongcebodidisunforgivable,

definitelynotagoodfriend

Isighed..

Me:GoodnightSethu

SOLE

IrangthedoorbelluntilIheardthedooropening.It

wasmyMother..

Ma:Sole?



Me:HeyMa

Sheletusin..

Ma:WhatareyoudoinghereatDawn?

Me:Ineedyoutouhm..IneedyoutotakeNathanto

preschoollateron

ShelookedatNathan..

MyFathershowedup..

Dad:Whoisthatatsuchanungodlyhour

Ma:It'sSole

Dad:What'sgoingon?

Me:I'mheretodropoffNathan,Ihavetobe

somewhere

Dad:Atthistime?

Me:Macanyouwatchhim?

Ma:OfcourseIwill

Me:Thankyou..I'llpickhimuplater

Ma:ComeonBokkielet'sgetyouinbed



Ilookedathim..

Me:I'llcomegetyoulaterokay?

Nathan:Areyoualsogoingtoheavenjustlike

Mommy?

Icrouchedandheldhishands..

Me:NoI'mnotgoingtoleaveyou

Henodded..

Me:Givemeahug

Hegavemeahug...

Me:IloveyouBuddy

Nathan:Iloveyoutoo

SETHU

IthinkSandiwasnowsleeping,Ikeptontossing

andturning.Ilaidonmybackwithmyeyesclosed

andmythoughtstookmesomewhere.Marcois

veryhandsome,definitionofatrueman.Aperfect



physique,agreatsmileandtoodamnhot!Whydid

hechooseNongcebo?Yesshe'sabitbeautifulbutI

thinkI'mmorebeautifulthansheis..

Whatdidheseeinher?Itdoesn'tmakesense..

.
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NONGCEBO

ThatmorningIsatoutsideonthewood,lostinmy

thoughts.FlashesofSlicrossedmymindbutI

blockedthemout.Ididn'twannathinkofher,Ididn't

wannathinkofhertragicdeath.Itwasgoingtoput

meinaverydarkplace,aplacethatwasgoingto

severelydepressme.I'vebeenthroughthemost

andIdealwitheverythingbutblockingthethoughts



out,Idon'twannathinkaboutmypain.IfIdo,itwill

killmeslowly..

Ifeltsomethinghittingmeonmyback,Iturned

aroundtofindMarcostandingbehindme..

Me:Whatdidyouthrowatme?

Marco:Alightstick

Me:Ithurt

Marco:That'salie,withmyjacketyouwon'teven

feelastonehittingyou

Hewalkedcloser..

Marco:What'swrong?

Me:Nothing,justthinkingaboutlife

Marco:WellLucashowedupwithhiswifeRosetta,

shebroughtclothesforyou.Herclothesaregoing

tofityou.Youtwoarealmostthesamesize

Igotup..

Marco:I'mgoingsomewhere,youwillstaywith



themforawhileuntilIgetback

Me:Whereareyougoing?

Marco:Tohandlesomebusiness

Me:Whatbusiness?

Marco:Ifwewannaseeeachotherafterthis,thenI

havetomakesurethatwebothsafefromAndre

Me:Yougoingtokillhim?

Marco:NoI'mnotgoingtokillhim

Me:Whatareyougoingtodo?

Marco:Nothingmuchandnothingdrasticdon't

worryaboutthat..Fornow,comeinandmeet

Rosetta

Hestretchedouthishandtome..

SOLE

Lenny:Whatdoyouthink?

Scorp:A100kjusttohireitforafewhours?



Lenny:It'sbusiness

IlookedatScorp..

Me:Payhim

Scorp:A100k?

Me:Justpaytheman

ScorphandedLennythebagofmoney..

Scorp:A100k

Lennytookit..

Lenny:Ihopeyouguyswon'tcomebacktostealthe

moneyback

Me:That'snotourstyle,wedon'tdobusinesslike

that

Lenny:I'mglad

Hehandedittous..

Iwalkedcloserandlookedatthevan..

Me:Itlookslegit

Lenny:Iknowmyjob



Scorp:TomorrowwegettingMoout

Sole:Andfinallygettingthegirls

Lennygaveusthekeys...

RACHEL

Ilookedathim..

Me:Howareyoufeeling?

Gav:I'mbetter

Me:Youscaredus

Gav:Ididn'tmeantoo,I'msorry

Me:Youokay..That'sallthatmatters

Gav:IneedtheDrtodischargemetoday

Me:Soquick?

Gav:Ihaveworktodo

Me:Youshouldn'tbegoingbacktowork,it'stoo

soon



Gav:IhavetofindmyDaughter,I'velostone

Daughteralready.Can'tloseanotherone

Me:I'veprayedandgotassuritythatNongcebois

okay,she'ssafe

Gav:Haveyoubeenshownwheresheis?

Me:No...Notyet

Gav:Thankyouforeverything

Me:It'sokay..I'malwaysherewhenyouneedme

Ifeltabitdizzy,Iputmyhandsonhisbed..

Gav:Areyouokay?

Me:I'vebeenfeelingabitdizzylately,Idon'tknow

why

Gav:Sitdown

Ipulledthechairandsatdown...

Me:MaybeI'vebeenworkingalot,mybodyis

complaining

Gav:Haveyouhadtimetorest?

Me:I'vebeenfeelingabitrestlesswitheverything



that'sbeengoingon

Gav:Youhavetotryandrest

Heheldmyhand...

Me:Iwilltry

ANDREMARTINEZ

IlookedatAldo,thegoodnewsisthathedidn'tdie.

Hewasatthehospitalbutinaverycritical

condition..Hisfiancéwalkedin..

Her:Hi

Me:Señorita

Ifixedthechairforher..

Me:Inyourstate,youshouldbeathomeresting

Her:Myfiancéislayinginthehospitalbed,Ican't

justsitathomeandrest

Me:I'mtrulysorryaboutthis

Shesatdown...



Her:Hemightnotevenbepresentinthelabour

ward,thisisnothowwehaveplannedeverything

Me:Whathasyourfathersaidaboutthis?

Her:Myfatherwouldn'tcareifAldolivesordies,he

doesn'tlikehimverymuch

Me:Nottosoundcompletelyevil,I'mrelieved.

ThobakgaleisthelastpersonIwantstartingwar

withmeonbehalfofhisSoninlaw

Her:That'soneenemyyoudon'twannahave,trust

me

Me:Iknow...YouareactuallystrongIadmirethat

Her:Mychildhoodwasalwayslikethis,thisis

nothingtome.MyFatherwasonceinvolvedinan

almostfatalaccident.IamworriedaboutAldobut

I'velivedthislifewithmyFatherandmyUnclesit's

nothingnew

Me:Isee..Ishouldgetgoingtakecare

Her:Thankyouforcoming

Me:Don'tmentionit



NONGCEBO

Rosettawasverybeautiful..

Rosetta:Myclothesfityoumoreperfectlythanthey

dowithme

Me:Thankyoufortheclothes

Rosetta:Youwelcome..Itwasnothingtrustme,just

gladthatIcouldhelp

Me:Arewesafe?WithMarcogoneIdon'tfeelsafe

Rosetta:Youareverysafewithme

Me:WebothwomenwhatifAndre'sguysfindus?

Rosetta:IhaveagunandI'vebeentrainedtokill

Ilaughed..

Me:Whatanicejoke

Shedidn'tlaugh..

Me:Areyouserious?



Rosetta:Thisisourlife,IamnotwithLucaeveryday.

Whenhe'sgonehandlingbusinessIhavetoprotect

myselfbecausehewon'talwaysshowupontime

Me:Wow..That's..Wow

Rosetta:Youshouldalsolearnhowtodefend

yourself,Marcoshouldtrainyou

Me:Thatwouldbewonderful

Rosetta:Hewon'talwaysbearoundandwiththe

lifethatheisliving,youhavetoknowhowto

protectyourself

Me:That'struebutIdon'twantagun,theyscary

Rosetta:You'llgetusedtothemdon'tworry

Me:Idon'tknow

Rosetta:Theworldoutthereisverycrueltowomen,

wealwayshavetoprotectourselves

Me:That'sverytrue

MODRID



Iwastakentoaprivatearea,foraprivatevisit.Who

couldpossiblypullthisoff?.

Guard:Come

TheGuardopenedthedoorandIwalkedin.Marco

wassittingthere..

Me:Ishould'veknown!

Hegotup..

Marco:Mo

Me:Marco

Iwalkeduptohimandwesharedahug..

Me:Ithoughtweweregoingtoseeeachotherafter

Iwasoutofhere

Marco:WellIhadtopullafewstrings

Webothsatdown..

Marco:Sowhenareyougettingout?

Me:Tomorrow

Marco:It'sabouttime



Me:Doyouhavetheothercopyofthenecklace?

Marco:Yes

Me:Ihavetheoriginaloneincasetheboysbetray

metomorrowandAndregetsaholdofit,wewillbe

relyingonthecopythatyouhave

Marco:That'swhyI'mhere

Me:Youhavethenecklacedon'tyou?

Marco:YesIdoandI'mgoingtouseittoturnAndre

in

Me:Whathappened?

Marco:I'vemetsomeone,Iwantafuturewithher

butthatwon'tbepossibleifAndreisstilloutthere

Me:Iunderstand..Doyouknowwhatthatmeans

foryou?

Marco:I'llmoveuparankintheDL

Me:ThebastardwhoturnedAndrein,you'llbea

herointheDL

Marco:Themoneyhehaswewillshareit



Me:That'stheplanIneedtobewelloffinanother

country

Me:That'sverytrue

Marco:It'ssogoodtoseeyoubestfriend

Me:It'ssogoodtoseeyoutoo

Marco:Let'sdoawaywithAndreforgood

Me:Forgood!Hewon'tseeitcoming

Marco:Notatall

SANDISIWE

ThatmorningSethuandIwereeatingbreakfast..

Sethu:Doyouthinkthatweevergoingtogetoutof

here?

Me:Ihopeso

Sethu:Youmakingthebestoutofyourtimehere

Me:Ican'taffordtobedepressed,whystressabout

somethingthatIcannotchangeallIcandoisjust



havefaith

Sethu:Ifwedogetoutofhere,whatareyourplans?

Me:Idon'tknow..AllIknowisthatIwanttobewith

mybabythat'sall

Shenodded..

Sethu:Atleastoneofusgotahappyending

Irolledmyeyes..

Me:StillupsetaboutwhatNongcebodid?

Sethu:Ijustdon'tgethownaivesheis,howdoyou

trustamanthatyoudon'tevenknow.Rightnow

shecouldbelyinginaditchsomewhere

Me:Itwould'veprobablymadethenews,they

would'vetoldustobragaboutit

Sethu:Ihopesheis

Ilookedather..

Sethu:Don'tgetmewrong,shehastolearnthe

hardway.Nongceboistoonaiveformylikingyou

justdon'ttrustarandomguy,aguythatkidnapped

you.IhopeMarcoteachesheralesson,Ihopeshe



istiedupwhereversheis.Ihopeshe'sasexslave

tohim,that'llteachher.Sometimeslessonsare

learntthroughpainfulexperiences

Me:I'msogladthatwenotfriends

Sethu:Why?JustbecauseI'mtellingthetruth

Me:Youwaytoobitterandjudgementalformy

liking.Howcanyouwishsucheviluponanother

woman?That'sverywrongandheartless,itdoesn't

matterwhatshedidbutyoudon'twishsuchfor

anotherwoman.Nongcebohasbeenthroughalot,

shedoesn'thavetogothroughthatagain!

.
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[THEBREAKOUTPART1]



SOLE

Thenextdaybeforethebreakoutwemetwith

Andretoconfirmeverythingwithhim.Welethimin

onourplanandheapproveditwithoutany

questions..

Andre:AreyousureModriddoesn'tsuspect

anything?

Me:Idoubt

Andre:SowewillmeetattheBeutilierroad,that's

wherewegoingtomaketheexchange

Me:Yes

Kelso:Canwetalktothegirlsfirstmakesurethat

theyokay?

Andrelookedatus..

Me:It'sveryfair

Andre:Verywell



Hetookhisphonefromthetableandmadethecall..

Andre:Romeotheywouldliketospeakwiththe

Señoritas..Puttheonewiththebabyonfirst

[AFTERAFEWSECONDS]

Andrepassedmethephone..

Me:Hello

Itwasquietontheotherendforafewseconds..

Sandi:Hello

Igotupfromthechair..

Me:It'sme...Areyouokay?Didtheyhurtyou?

Sandi:No

Me:AndAveryissheokay?

Iwalkedawayfromtheguys..

Sandi:She'sfine

Me:SweetsIamsosorry...IamsorrythatI'veput

youthroughthis

Sandi:Justgetusoutofhere



Me:Latertodayyougettingout,Ipromise

Sandi:Ijustwanttobeoutwithmybaby

Me:Iswearonmylife..Todayyou'llbeout...Put

Nongceboon,KelsoandScorpionwannatalktoher

Sandi:Nongceboisnothere

IlookedatKelso..

Me:Whatdoyoumean?

Sandi:Sheescapedwithoneoftheguys

Me:What?

Sandi:Don'ttelltheguyswhateveryouguyshave

goingoniftheyhearthatNongcebohasescaped

theywillmesseverythingup,Iwannabeoutofhere

Me:WhataboutScorpion'sgirlfriend?

Sandi:She'sherebutIcan'tlethertalktoScorpion

she'sgoingtotellhim

Me:Thisisamess

Sandi:Cookupalie

Me:OkayI'lldothat..Justholdonforafewhours..I



loveyousomuchandI'msosorry

Sandi:Iloveyoutoo

Ihungupandwentbacktothem..

Kelso:And?

Me:Theydon'twannatalktoustheymad

Scorp:Whowereyoutalkingtoo?

Me:Oneoftheguys,Iwasbegginghimbutthegirls

don'twannatalktousatall

Kelso:Andreifmywifeisn-

Andre:Theyareallfine,justgetmeModridand

you'llgetyourSeñoritas

AndreandIlookedateachotherasIhandedhim

backhisphone..

MARCO

Me:Didyougetit?

Lutha:YesIdid,wehaveaccessedhisvolt.Gotthe



evidenceandthemoney

Me:Makecopiesoftheevidencewhenyoureceive

mycallagainsendittoeveryauthoritythatsideand

thisside,thenkeepthemoneysafe

Lutha:Ihearyou

IlookedatWealthandRosetta..

Me:Don'tmessthisup,weonlyhaveoneshotat

this

Lutha:Iunderstand,whythedelay?

Me:TheguyswhoaregoingtobreakModridoutwe

havetomakesurethattheirgirlfriendsaresafefirst.

Whentheyareoutofthewaythenyoucashinthe

evidence

Lutha:Understood,butI'mofftothebeachImight

nothaveasignallateron

Me:Luthawhatthefuck?

Lutha:I'mjoking

Me:Ihaveanothercallcomingin,I'llbeintouch

Lutha:Verywell



ItwasmycousinLuca..

Me:Cougino(Cuz)

Luca:Ihavethebikesandtheammunition

Me:Good

Luca:What'sthetimeagain?

Me:WegoingtowaitattheBeutilierRoadanhour

beforetheypass

Luca:Okay

Me:ThenwebreakModridfreefromAndre,didyou

getthebulletproofvests?

Luca:Yesandthehelmets

Me:Good!I'llleaveinafew

Luca:We'llbewaiting

Me:ThankyousomuchforthisCuz,Ioweyou

Luca:Wefamily,familylooksoutforeachotherat

alltimes...Didyougettheguytoaccessthe

offshoreaccount?

Me:Yeshereceivedthenecklaceanditledhim



exactlytothevolt

Luca:That'sgood..Goodthinkingsendingthe

necklacetohimafewweeksback

Me:I'vealwayswantedtotakeAndredown

Luca:Let'sdothis

Me:I'llseeyouthen

Luca:Bye

SANDISIWE

Sethuwalkedin..

Sethu:Atleasttheshowerisnotbad

Inodded..

Sethu:Younotgoingtoshower?

Me:NoI'mgood

Sethu:What'swrong?

Me:Nothing..Justbeinghereisstartingtogetto



me

Sethu:Iunderstand

IamsohappythatSethuwasnotherewhenSole

madethatphonecall,Iwon'teventellherabout

this..Shemightruinitall..

Romeowalkedin..

Romeo:Atexactly15:00wemovingyouladiesto

anotherplace

Sethu:Anotherplace?Why?

Romeo:Youdon'tgettoaskquestions!

Hewalkedoutandclosedthedoor..

Sethu:Thisdoesn'tsoundgood,whyarewebeing

movedagain?

Me:I'mnotsure

Shefixedhertowel..

Sethu:IhopeNongceboishappywhereversheis

whilstwegothroughallthisshit

ThankGodweleavingtoday,Idon'thavetoseethis



womaneveragain...

NONGCEBO

Rosetta:ThatisaveryweakpunchWealth

Me:Iamnotaviolentperson

Rosetta:Whenyoufacingrealdanger,allofthat

changes

Me:I'veneverreallypunchedanyonebefore

Rosetta:Icantell

Marcoshowedup..

Marco:What'sgoingon?

Rosetta:I'mtryingtoteachWealthsomeself

defenseclasses

Marco:That'sgood

Rosetta:Notsomuch,she'snotbudging

Marcosatdown..



Marco:Tryagain

Rosetta:Okaylet'sgo..Punchmyhand

Ipunchedherhand..

Marcoshookhishead..

Rosetta:Thisisdepressing

MarcolookedatRosetta..

Marco:Punchher

Me:Waitwhat?

Marco:Punchherintheface

Me:OkayI'mnolongerdoingthis,Ididn'twannado

itinthefirstplace..I'mnotaviolentperson,it'snot

inmynaturea-

Rosettapunchedmeacrosstheface,Ialmostfell..

Me:Awwww!!

Rosetta:Ohthatdidn'tworktoo

Iputmyhandsonmynose..

Me:Youbrokemynose!



Rosetta:Itried

Me:I'mbleeding

Rosetta:I'llgetyousomeice

Me:Awww..

Marcogotupandcametome..

Marco:Letmesee

Me:Stayawayfromme!

Marco:Whensomeonepunchesyou,it'smeantto

aggrevateyou.Wheredidthespiritofpunchingme

intheballsdisappeartoo?

Me:Stayawayfromme,Ican'tbelieveyoulether

punchmeintheface

Marco:Stopfightingmeletmeseehowbaditis

Heremovedmyhandsfrommyface..

Marco:It'snotthatbadotherthanyoubleeding,

you'llbefun

Me:Ithurtslikecrazy

Marco:Indeedwestillhavealongwaytogo



Hepulledmeclosertohimandhuggedme,he

kissedmeonmycheek...

Marco:I'msorry

.

Tobecontinued
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[THEBREAKOUTPART2]

SOLE

Themomentoftruthhadfinallyarrived.Wespent

almosttheremaininghourspreparingforthejob

ahead.Wehadonechance,andonechanceonlyto

executethisplantoperfectionsothatwecould

bringthegirlsbackhomesafeandsound..Wewere



changedintoourgear,hadourfakeIDs.Wewerein

motion,wewerereadytodothis..

Weapproachedthevanoftherealofficersstuckat

StAnnestreet.Theywereoutofthevanandlooked

Fustratedstandingoutsidetryingtomakecalls.It

was3ofthem..

IlookedatKelso..

Me:I'llberightback

Igotoutofthevanandapproachedthem..

Me:Gentlemen

Theylookedatme..

Guard1:Wehavebeenstuckhereforalmost30min,

wehadapuncture.Somethingthathasnever

happenedbefore

Me:Atthestationtheygotworriedwhenyouguys

didn'tcallintheysentus

Guard1:There'snosignal

Me:Whatamess

Guard1:Gogettheprisonerplease,whenyouinthe



vancallthestationforhelp

Me:I'lldothat..I'mreallysorryaboutthis

Guard1:Don'tworryaboutusjustmovealong

Me:Hopewewon'tgetapuncturetoo

Guard1:Wecheckedthestreetit'sclear,Ijustdon't

knowhowwegotapuncture

Me:WellI'llgetmovingwiththeteam,I'llcallfor

helpinthecar

Guard1:Getourregistration

Me:Noted

Iwalkedbacktothecar..

Me:Weclear

NONGCEBO

Rosetta:Here

Itooktheglassofwinefromher..



Me:Thankyou

Rosetta:Sorryaboutyournose

Me:It'sokay

Shesatdown..

Rosetta:DidMarcotellyouthatyouwillbemoving

awayfromthiscabinsoon?

Me:Soon?

Rosetta:Possiblybeforetheendofthisweek

Me:Wheretoo?

Rosetta:Backtoyournormallife

Me:Really?

Rosetta:Yesreally

Me:Wow..

Rosetta:He'sfixingonelastthingtomakesurethat

youtwowillhaveafuturethatyoubothdeserve

Me:Hedidn'ttellmethat

Rosetta:Guesshewantedtosurpriseyou



Me:Iguesssotoo..I'msurprised

Rosetta:Letmegoandcheckonourlunch

Ilookedatmyringfingerandsighed..

Me:GoodbyeKelso

SOLE

Weparkedatthegate,oneoftheguardscameto

us..

Him:Goodevening

Me:WehereforInmatenumber22,Modrid

Martinez.He'ssupposedtobemovedtoadifferent

prison

Him:Papersplease

Igavehimthepapersandhecheckedthem.Him:

YourIDplease

Igaveittohim,hecheckedhisPad..

Him:Ihaveadifferentnamehere



Me:TheGuardswhoweremeanttogethim,they

gotapuncturesincetheydidn'tcallthestationwe

weresenttoevaluatethesituation

Him:I'llhavetocallthestationandconfirm

IlookedatKelso..ThenIlookedattheguard..

Me:Yesyoumay...Butthenyou'llbetransferredto

someoneelsewhowilltransferyoutosomeone

elsetoo,it'sgoingtobeonehellofaprocessand

unfortunatelythePrisonerhastobeattheairport

exactlyat17:00forhisflight.It's16:00,ifhemisses

hisflightJudgeLegaewillhavetoschedulehimfor

anothertimeofwhichmoreguardswillbeindanger.

Youincluded,youareHarbouringthemost

dangerousprisonerwithinyourpremises.How

manyguardswillhavetobekilleduntilhisnext

transfer?Andyoumightloseyourjoboverthis

smallinconvenience..I'mjustsayingthough

Helookedatmeforawhile..

Him:I'mgoingtoneedyourpartnersIDstoosoI

cannotethemdown

Me:Noproblemoneisattheback



Hewalkedtotheback..

OurfakeIDsarenottotallyfake.Juststolen

identitiesofguardswithinthecorrectionalservice

system,iftheyrunthemtheywillseethatsuch

peopledoexist.Justicejustputourpicturesonthe

IDcardswithfakecreditialsofguardswhoexist..

Kelso:Niceone

RACHEL

Irinsedmymouthaftervomiting,mycolleague

lookedatme..

Colleague:Areyouokay?

Me:Justfeelingabitsick

Colleague:Atleastit'sknockofftime,youcancall

insicktomorrow

Inodded...

Colleague:Comelet'sgo



KELSO

theyfinallyletusthrough,Scorpionwastoremain

atthebackofthevanbecausetheymight

recognizehimatthereception,heistheGovernor's

Sonafterall..

SoleandIgotout..

Sole:Thisisit

Wewereusheredinandweplacedourcardsatthe

monitor,thedoorsopenedandwewalkedin..We

wenttothereceptionandpresentedthe

documents..

Guard:Theyhereforinmate22,ModridMartinez

Receptionist:Okaypleasesignhere

Solesigned..

Theguardworkingatthereceptionwenttothe

monitor..

Guard:Inmate22pleasecomethrough



Hethencamebacktous..

Guard:He'scoming

WhenIturnedaroundmyeyeslandedonafamiliar

face,itwasBanza'sMother..

Me:Ohhshit!

Iquicklyturnedaround..

Sole:Whatisit?

Me:Nothingjustafamiliarface

SANDISIWE

WewereatthebackofanSUV,theyhadgivenme

mybabyback.Iwasholdingher.

Ikeptonprayingthatshewillpullthroughuntilwe

gethome,atthebackwewerewithAndreMartinez..

Andre:IfherDaddyactsfast,youwillhaveenough

timetogethertothehospital

Sethu:Thisisnotright..She'sjustababy!Thisis



notfair

Andre:LifeisnotfairSeñorita,unfortunatelybabies

sufferfortheirParentssins

Sethushookherhead..

Andrelookedathisgoldpocketwatch..

Andre:Onlyanhourleft

Iheldhertighttomychestandclosedmyeyes...

Me:HoldonBabywearealmostthere

MARCO

Ithrewthecigarettedownandlookedatthetime...

Me:Onlyanhourleft

Lucawaseatingcandy..

Luca:They'llbehere

Itwas5ofuswithbikes,Idon'tknowhowmany

MenAndreisbringingonthismission.



Me:Givemethebinoculars

HegavemeandIchecked..

Me:StillnosignofanyVan

Luca:Andthewaitcontinues

KELSO

TheybroughtModridtous.Hewaschained.

Theguardatthereceptiongaveushisthings

Guard:Hehasbeensearchedthoroughly,heis

restrainedsoyouguysaregood

Heevenhadagasmaskaroundhismouthanda

bulletproofvest..

Guard:Pleasesignhere

Wesigned..

Sole:Thankyou

Guard:Nothankyoufortakinghimofffromour

care



Wenoddedandtheotherguardusheredusoutof

thebuilding..

Sole:KeepitmovingPrisoner

Soledraggedhim..Wejustneedtogettothevan

thenwewillbefine..

Scorpionwasstandingoutsideofthevanlooking

down..

Sole:Let'sgo

Wewalkedtothevanuntilavoicebehinduscalled

out..

Voice:Kelso?

Iignored..

Voice:Kelso

WestoppedIturnedaround,itwasRachel..

Rachel:Iknewitwasyou,whatareyoudoinghere?

What'swiththeuniform?

Me:I'msorrydoweknoweachother?

Rachel:What?Takeoffthecap!..Waitisthat



Scorpionbythevan?Whatareyouguysdoinghere?

What'sgoingon?

Guard:What'sgoingonhere?

Rachel:Scorpion!What'sgoingon?

Theguardputhishandonhiswalkietalkie..

Guard:Whatisgoingon?Whothehellareyouguys?

I'mshuttingtheprisondown

Modrid:Fuck!Youguysonlyhadonejob!

.

Tobecontinued
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SOLE

[THEBREAKOUTPART3]



Thiswasbad,thiswasverybad.Thisbreakout

couldpotentiallyturnbadwithmeandtheguys

beingarrested.Ican'thavethatrightnow,Ihavea

familytosave.IpromisedSandythattodayI'm

goingtobringherhome..Kelsopulledthewoman

totheside,Igotclosertotheguard.Itookoutmy

gunandpinnedittohisside,onhisleftrib..

Me:GivemeyourIDcard

Hetookitoutandgaveittome..

Guard:Younotgoingtogetawaywiththis

Me:StevenKgosi

Ilookedathim..

Me:ListenhereBoet.Ihaveconnectionsoutside

whowillrunyourcredentialsonthedatabaseand

accessyourapplication,wewillgetyouraddress

andyourfamilyisgoingtopaygravelyforthis.

Don'tactasuperheroonsomethingthatyoucan

turnablindeyeon,letusgowithoutany

repercussionsandactdumbbecauseIpromiseyou.



Thiswillturnoutverybadforyou,doyouknowhow

dangeroustheItaliansare?IfModridcankillguards

doyouknowwhattheycandotoyourfamily?Don't

bringunfortunateeventstoyourselfonsomething

thathasnothingtodowithyou..Understood?

Henoddedrepeatedly..

Me:Let'sgo

IlookedatKelso..

Me:Let'sgo

Hecamebackandthewomanlookedatusshocked,

weproceededtotheVanandputModridatthe

back..

Me:IamtakingyourIDcardfornow,itwillbe

returnedbacktoyousoon

Henoddedagain..

GAVKHUMALO

Mysistercametofetchmefromthehospital..



Sis:Howareyoufeeling?

Me:I'mgood

Sis:Youscaredus

Me:Iknow

Sis:Whenallthisisdoneyouhavetotakeatrip

backhome,doacleansingceremony.Uphahle,

there'ssomethingthatyounotdoingrightforadark

cloudtohangaroundyourfamilylikethis

Me:Wewillgo

Sis:Okaylet'sgohome

SANDISIWE

Andre:Andwehere

Wewereparkedonaroadthatwasveryquiet,no

signsofcarspassing..

Andre:30minleft

IlookedatAvery..



Andre:Iftheydon'tshowup,it'sgameover

Sethu:Whygamblewithourliveswhenwenotthe

oneswhodidyouwrong?Whyarewepayingfor

theirsins?

Andre:It'salwayslikethis.Youmotivateyour

enemiestodotherightthingbypawninghisfamily

Sethu:Thisisnotagameofchess,youtoyingwith

reallives..Innocentlives

Andre:Itisagameofchesstome,rightnowworry

aboutyourboyfriendshowinguptimeisrunning

out

Me:Solewillshowup

Andre:Seethisisthekindofattitudethatyou

shouldalsobehaving

Sethu:Whatever

SOLE

Kelso:Thatwaswild,thatalmostwentsouth



Me:I'mjustgladwefinallygotModrid

Kelso:Howfararewe?

Me:Notthatfar

Kelso:Wepulledthisoff

Me:Wecertainlydid!

RACHEL

Iwasshocked.Kelsodidn'texplainmuchtomebut

Iwasveryshocked.Mycolleaguecametome..

Her:Readytogo?

Me:Uhmyes

Her:Areyouokay?Youlooklikeyouhaveseena

ghost?

Me:IthinkIdidseeaghost

Her:AsIwassaying,youhavetotakeapregnancy

testRachel

Me:NoI'mnotpregnant,it'snotpossible..I'mtoo



oldtobepregnant

Her:Justtakethetestandseeifyounotpregnant

thenwewillruleitout

Me:OkayI'lldosoandyouwillbeverydisappointed

GERTRUDE

IwaswithSandisiwe'sMother,shewasso

devastated.Heardshe'snoteating,andnot

sleepingsincewelearnedthatSandigotkidnapped..

Her:IfsomethinghappenstomyDaughterandmy

GrandchildIwillneverforgivemyself.Ishouldhave

neverlistenedtomyhusband,Iamamother!My

Daughtershouldalwayscomefirst

Me:Don'tblameyourself.Youmarried,obeying

yourhusband'sworditwasawayofyouhonoring

yourvowsandrespectinghim

Her:I'velostoneDaughter,Idon'twannalose

anotherone



Me:Theysaynonewsisgoodnews.Wherever

Sandiis,shewon'tgodownwithoutafight.She's

verystrong,yourDaughterisstrong

Her:ThankyouforbeingthereforherwhenI

couldn't

Me:It'sokay

Her:ifGodbringsherbacktome,I'mnotgoingto

neglecthereveragain

Iheldherhand..

Me:It'sgoingtobeokay

SANDISIWE

Andre:It'salmosttimeup,10minleft.Theyshould

beherealready,thisroadisnotfarfromthePrison

Romeo:Sowhat'sthenextmove?

Andre:Killthemall

Me:It'snottimeyet



Andre:Theylate

Me:IthoughtIheardyousay10minleft

(Silence)

Romeo:Iseeavan

Andre:Areyousure?

Romeo:Yes

Andrelookedatus...

Andre:Congratulations,seemslikeyounotdying

today

Romeo:Let'sgoladies

Wegotoutofthecarandwaitedforthemtogetto

us..

Andre:Thisisthemomentoftruth

Thevanstopped,Romeotookouthisgun..

Solewasthefirstonetogetout,followedbyKelso..

Icouldn'texplaintheemotions.Kelsowalkedtothe

backofthevan,afterafewsecondsKelsoand

Scorpionshowedupwithwhatlookedlikea



prisoner..

Andre:Iunderestimatedyouboys

Sole:Wewillmakethetradeinthemiddle,meetus

halfwaywiththegirls

Andre:Verywell

HelookedatRomeo,Romeowalkedusupthesame

timeSoleandKelsowalkeduptheotherguy.Inthe

middlethetradewasmade.

Andre:Pleasuredoingbusinesswithyou

Solehuggedus,Icouldn'thelpmyselfbutcry

Sole:Youokay,youguysareokay

Me:Justgetusoutofhere(crying)

Kelso:Waitaminute,whereisthe3rdgirl?

Scorpion:Areyouokay?

Sethu:I'mfine

Andre:The3rdgirlescapedwithoneofmyguys

Scorp:What?

Sethu:Nongceboleftwithoneoftheguys,she



escaped

Kelso:Nothatdoesn'tsoundright

Andre:Marcoit'shisname,ifyouwannakillhim

Sole:HeyMo..Itwasneverpersonal

Mo:Iguessyoudidbullshitabullshiter

Andre:Goodbye

Kelso:Nonono..Whereismywife?Younotleaving!

Romeo:Justletitgo

Scorp:Thiswasneverwhatweagreedon

Andre:Sheescaped

Kelso:Bullshit!

Kelsowalkeduptothem..

Andre:Maybewewillhaveadeadbodyafterall

SolewalkedupandstoppedKelso..

Sole:Don'tdothis,wewillfindNongcebo

Kelso:It'seasyforyoutosaythatbecauseyou

havebeenreunitedwithyourfamily



Sole:Andwecan'tfindNongceboifyouareina

bodybag,youknowIhavealwayshadyourback..

Trustmewewillfindherjustnotlikethis,please...

MARCO

Me:It'sgoingdown,theexchangehasbeenmade

Luca:Arewemovingin?

Me:Assoonastheguysclearup,there'sababy

involvedwecan'triskthelivesoftwowomenanda

baby

Luca:Verywell

Me:It'stakinglongerthanexpected,oneoftheguys

seemtobenothavingit

Luca:Letmesee

Igavehimthebinoculars..

Me:ProbablyWealth'shusband

Luca:Iwouldloseittooifmywifewasnotinthe



mix

Me:He'sshit!Hedidanumberonher,I'mstillgoing

topayhimavisit

Luca:Theyseemtobeclearingup

Me:Good!

.

Tobecontinued
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SANDISIWE

Thefirstthingthatwedidwhenwedroveoutfrom

therewastotakeAverytothehospital.Iwasvery

worriedbutmylittleangelheldon,shewasstronger

thanIhadgivenhercreditfor.Theydidn'twaste



timeinattendingtoher,theycheckedhervitalsand

putherinanincubator.Sheheldoninthemost

stressfulsituation,andIwassoproudofher..

Soleputhishandsonmyshoulders...

Sole:Youshouldgohome,haveabathandrest

Me:Idon'twannaleaveher

Sole:I'llbehereshe'ssafe

Me:NoI'mokay

Sole:Youwon'tbeabletobethereforherifyounot

wellyourself

Iexhaled..

Sole:Please..

Me:FineI'llcallmyAunt

Sole:Wilsoniaisnomore

Me:What?

Sole:Shewasfounddead

Me:I..That'sterriblehowisNathan?

Sole:He'shavingdifficultieswithitbuthewillbe



okayIbelieve.WilsoniasignedoffallherParenting

rightstome,andgavemefullcustody.Itwasinher

Will

Me:I'mtrulysorry

Sole:It'sokay

Hetookouthisphone..

Sole:YoucancallyourAunt

Itookhisphone..

MODRID

Theyhadtakenoffthegasmaskfromme,Iwas

stillinrestraintsthough.Andrehadhispuppy

searchmeandtheyfoundthenecklace.I'm

surprisedthathedidn'tbringalongalotofdefense,

hedefinitelyunderminedtheseguystoonlybring

alongRomeo.IknowRomeoverywell,hasbeen

Andre'spuppetforawhile..

Andre:MyownBrotherstealingfromme



Me:Ilearnedfromthebest

Andre:YoustillmadaboutSandy?

Me:Youstoleherfromme,youstoleeverygirlfrom

me

Andre:Youdon'tstealawoman,thelasttimeI

checkedyouandSandyweredone.Youleftherfor

someoneelsewhensheneededyouthemost

Me:WhateverDre..Sowhatnow?

Andre:Iwillmakesurethatyougoback,Sandy

won'tfeelsafewithyouout

Me:Isee

Andrewasn'treadyforwhatwascoming..

SOLE

Nurse:GoodEvening

Me:Evening

Nurse:She'ssoadorable



Me:Sheis

Nurse:WhereisherMom?

Me:Shewenthometobath

Nurse:Okayit'sfeedingtime

Me:Howisthatgoingtowork?

Nurse:Shepumpedbeforeearlieron,hereisher

bottle

Me:Thankyou

Nurse:Youjustinsertyourhandinthere

Iinsertedmyhandwiththebottle..

Nurse:Therewego,justlikethat

Me:Thisisamazing

Nurse:Firstchild?

Me:Notreally,butIwasn'tthereformyfirst

Nurse:Okay

Me:Thankyouverymuch

Nurse:Justpressthebuttonifyouneedanything



Me:I'lldoso..Thankyou

Shesmiledandwalkedaway..

SETHU

Dr:Everythingisokay...ThoughIwouldliketo

suggesttherapy,youhavebeenthroughatraumatic

experience.Wewillkeepyouovernight

Me:Thankyou

Scorpionwalkedin...

Scorp:Howareyoufeeling?

Me:Iamokay

Scorp:Theynevertouchedyouorhurtyou?

Me:NoI'mokay

Scorp:I'mtrulysorryaboutwhathappened,Ididn't

meanittohappenorforyourlifetobeputatrisk

likethat

Me:AnythingaboutNongcebo?



Scorp:Nothing..Whatreallyhappened?

Me:Ithoughtwewereallinthistogether,wewere

thereforeachotherandNongcebodecidedto

betrayusbyfallingforoneoftheguys.Hebroke

heroutandsheleftustheretodie,leftSandisiwe's

babytodie.Shedidn'tevencallforhelponthe

otherside,that'swhatyoursisterdidtous!

Scorp:Thatdoesn'tsoundlikeNongcebo

Me:Forhowlonghaveyou'veknownher?You've

justfoundoutabouthernotsolongago.Nongcebo

isawhore,she'smarriedandsh-

Scorp:Hey!!!!

Ilookedathim...

Scorp:Iknowyouareupsetbutyouwillnever

speakillofmysisterinmypresence.Whatifherlife

isindangerwheresheis?Whatifshewasforcedto

escape?Justbecauseshebrokeoutdoesn'tmean

she'ssafewhereversheis

Ikeptquiet..

Scorp:Obviouslyyouneedsomespace,Goodnight



Iwalkedout..

SANDISIWE

AsweweredrivingbackhomeItoldmy

GrandmotherabouthowIgavebirthtoAvery.

Ididn'twitnessanything,Ididn'tseeanything.Iwas

knockedoutwhentheytookheroutfromme..

Aunt:Thisisjustabsurd!I'mgratefulthatAveryis

safeandwell,shedidwell..Can'twaittoseeher

Me:Shedidverywell

Aunt:Howareyou?Didtheycheckyouandyour

operation?

Me:Iamokay

Aunt:Youwentthroughadifficulttimeyouallowed

tobreak

Me:IhavetobestrongforAvery

Aunt:Youarehomenow.YouandAveryaresafe,



I'msureSolewon'tallowanythingtohappentoyou

guys

(Silence)

Me:I'mleavinghim

Aunt:Huh?

Me:I'mgoingtoleavehimAunty,there'ssomeone

elseIhavetothinkaboutnow.Someonewho

meanstheworldtome,beingwithSoleisonly

goingtoputusindangerallthetime.Ican'thave

that

Aunt:Don'tmakeanyrashdecisions,thinkthis

throughfirst

Me:Iwill

KELSO

IfetchedScorpionfromthehospital..

Scorpion:WhereisSole?



Me:Soleiswithhisfamilyhewon'tcomethrough

forusanytimesoon

Scorp:SethusaidNongceboescapedwithoneof

theMen

Isighed..

Scorp:ThisisallconfusingMan,Idon'tknowwhat

tothink

Me:Nongcebowouldn'tdothatshelovesme.Ifshe

didescape,shewasforced.Shecouldbeindanger

Inodded..

Me:Wehavetoaskoneofthegirlswheretheywere

heldcaptiveandstartfromthere

Scorp:MaybewecantalktoSandi,Sethuis

impossiblerightnow..Let'sgogetsomethingto

drinkinthemeantime

MODRID

Iheardthebikes.Ismiledalittle..



Asweweredriving,Romeosteppedonthebrakes..

Weleanedforward..

Andre:What'sgoingon?

Romeo:I'mnotsure,twobikesjuststoppedinfront

ofthecar

Twootherbikesstoppedoneachsideofthecar..

Romeo:Fuck!

Andre:I'llcallforbackup

Andretookouthisphone,beforehecouldmake

thatcallIhithimonhisfacewithmyelbow.He

droppedthephone.Romeoreachedforhisgun,but

ahelmetsmashedhissideofthewindowthenhe

waspulledout.Andre'ssideofthedoorwas

opened,aguntohishead..

Voice:Stepout..Slowly

Iopenedmysideofthedoorandgotouttoo.

Marcoremovedhishelmet..

Marco:Mo

Me:Mac



Helaughed..

Marco:Lookatyou

Hehuggedme..

Me:Ineedtogetoutofthisrestraints,havetoskip

thecountry.Iseverythingset?

Marco:Everythingisset,alltheevidencehasbeen

sent.ToInterpol,Andreisnotgettingoutofthisone

Me:IknewIcouldtrustyou

Marco:Wedidit

Me:Wedidit

Wefistbumped..

.
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NONGCEBO

MarcoandLucawerestillnotathomewhenwe

wenttobed,Icouldn'tsleepnotknowingifMarco

wasokayornot.WithAndreouttherelookingfor

him,Iwasveryworriedabouthissafety..My

worrieswereshortlivedwhenIheardthedoor

opening,andheardvoices.Isighedinrelief,Irose

upfromthepillowandsatupstraight.Afterawhile

Marcowalkedintothebedroomandswitchedon

thelight,heleanedagainstthedoorlookingatme...

Marco:AmIintrouble?

Me:Wherehaveyoubeen?Iwasworriedsickabout

you

Marco:IknowSeñorita,ittooklongerthanI

expected.I'msorry

Me:Wherewereyou?

Marco:Handlingbusiness..Lookifyouareopting

forafightcanwepleasedoittomorrow?Rightnow

youhavetoleavewithRosetta.BacktotheCity,you



aresafe.Wearesafe.Youwillbeabletoseeyour

familyoncemoreandfriends

Iswallowedasmyheartsank,hesaidallofthatand

didn'tincludehimselfinthespeech.

Me:Whycan'twestayhere?Ilikeithere

Hemovedcloserandgotinbed,sittingnexttome...

Marco:Startinganewlifewithmemeanshandling

afewloseendsfromyourpreviouslife.You

marriedremember?He'sprobablyworriedsick

aboutyou,youhavetogobackhome.Takecareof

thatmessfirstandthenwecanstartonaclean

slate

Me:WillIeverseeyouagain?

Marco:Andreisnolongerathreattousanymore,

there'snolongeranobstaclestandinginourwayof

beingtogether.Iwillauctionmyoldhouseand

permanentlymoveintothecitybecauseIhavea

businesstojointhatside,andwhenallisdonefrom

yoursidethenyoucanhitmeup

Hekissedmeonmyshoulder..



Marco:YouwillspendanightatRosetta'shouse

thentomorrowmorningshewilldriveyouback

home,areyouokaywiththat?

Isadlynodded..

Marco:Shewillgiveyougetyouanewphonealso

tomorrowmorningandyoucancallmeanytime

Me:OkayIunderstand

Heputhishandundermychin..

Marco:Heylookatme

Ilookedathim..

Marco:I'mnotleavingyou,I'mnotgoinganywhere.

Youjustgoingbackhometofixthelooseends,I'm

notabouttocatchacasebecauseofawoman

beaterthat'sdegradingtowhoIam.Ratheryou

handleitbecauseifIhandleit,itwillgetmessyand

hebetternotputhishandsonyou.IfhedoesI'llbe

poppingupathishousewithnocompany

Ichuckled..

Marco:Comeon..Let'sgetyououtofhere,Rosetta

iswaiting



SANDISIWE

Ilookedatthetime,itwas23:00.Igotoutofbed

andwenttoknockforKeloinhisbedroom..

Me:Kelowakeup!

Hewasn'twakingup.Ikeptonknockinguntilmy

Auntgotoutofherbedroom..

Aunt:Sandiwhat'swrong?

Me:IwantedKelotoborrowmehisphonesoIcan

callSoleandfindouthowAveryis

Aunt:I'llgetmine

Shewenttogethersthenhandedittome..

Iwalkedtothekitchenandcalledhim,hedidn'tpick

up.Icalledhimagain,hepickedup..

Sole:Sweets

Me:Whattookyousolong?

Sole:Iwenttotherestroomtotakeapiss



Me:YouleftAveryalone?IknowIshouldn'thave

left

Sole:AveryisfineSweets

Me:Doyouknowwhocangetintothewardand

sneakherout?I'mcomingthere

Sole:Youneedtorelax

Me:Don'ttellmetorelax!Youdon'tknowwhatme

andmyDaughterhavebeenthroughbecauseof

yourrecklesslifestyle!Youdon'tknowthesleepless

nightsIhadnotknowingwhattheyweredoingto

her!Don'tevertellmetorelaxwhenitcomestomy

Daughter

Sole:OkayIdidn'tmeantoupsetyou,Averyisfine.

Pleasestopsaying"She'smyDaughter"..She'smy

Daughtertoo!

Me:WhenmyDaughtergetsoutofthehospital,I'll

makesurethatyoudon'teverseeheragain

Sole:GoodnightSandi..Wewillseeyoutomorrow

morning,getsomerest.Iloveyou

Hehungup..



Me:Don'thanguponme!Sole?

Islammedthephoneagainstthecounter..

Me:Iswear!

Aunt:Youhavetodealwithwhathappened,you

needhelpSandi

Me:HewillneverseeAveryeveragain!

Aunt:Averyhasbeenthroughenough.Don'tthink

withyouremotions,thinkwithyourbrain.Solecan

takeyoutocourtifyourefusetolethimseehis

Daughter,thecourtwillgranthimvisitationrights.

Doyouwantthecourttobeinvolvedinyour

Parenting?

Me:Thecourtwillnevergranthimthat

Aunt:Yestheywill.SolongSoleisnotapedophile

andnodangertohertheywill,andwithyouranger

andnosourceofincome.Ifhecangetagood

lawyertheywilldisplayyouasmentallyand

financiallyincompetenttoraiseAvery,andhemight

getfullcustodyandyouwillendupwithsupervised

visitations.Isthatwhatyouwant?Youtoldmehis



alreadytakingcareofhiskidwithsomeoneelse

andthatwillworktohisadvantage.Don'tletyour

angertowardshimruinyourchancesofbeingafull

timemothertoAvery.Findcommongroundwith

him,youdon'thavetostaywithhimifyoudon't

wanttoobutdon'ttrytouseAverytofightyour

battles.Itwillbackfire!

NONGCEBO

Marcostrappedtheseatbeltonme..

Me:It'sgood

Hekeptonpullingitabit..

Me:Marcoit'sgood..I'mgood

Hecrouchedandheldmyhand..

Marco:YouwillcallmeusingRosetta'sphonewhen

youguysgettothehouse

Me:Okay

HelookedatRosetta...



Marco:Drivesafely,ifyoufeellikeyoutired.Pull

overatagarageandrest

Rosetta:Thisisnotmyfirsttimedrivingatnight

Marco

Marco:I'mjustmakingsure

Me:Wegoingtobefine

Rosetta:Andweshouldgetgoing

Marcokissedmyhandrepeatedly..

Marco:Ifby3amI'mnothearingfromyouguys,I'm

there

Rosetta:Ohwdearmeherewego

Me:Weshouldgetgoing

Hegotupandkissedme..

Marco:Pleasebesafe..Iloveyou

Me:Iloveyoutoo

Hekissedmeagain,thenheclosedthedoor..

Rosetta:Ithoughtwewerenevergoingtoleave

Me:Let'sgo



SOLE

IwasonavideocallwithScorpion..

Me:Howisheholdingup?

Scorp:Verydrunk

Me:Gethimhomesafeplease

Scorp:I'lldoso

Me:Tomorrowmorningwewillmeetupandsee

howwegoingtogetNongcebobackhome

Scorp:Noproblem..Howisthebabyholdingup?

Me:She'sdoinggoodman

Scorp:That'sgoodtohear

Me:AytI'llseeyouguystomorrow

Scorp:Cool

SETHU



MypostonFacebookgot500shares,300

commentsand3000liked.Ireadthecomments:

"Butthisistherealworld,shethoughtabouther

safetyfirst.Iwould'vedonethesame,Idon'tknow

whyyouactingbitteryougothomesafedidn't

you?"

Irolledmyeyes..

"Butfriendsthatwekeep,soallthatshewas

thinkingaboutwasadick"

Ilikedthecomment..

"Isn'tthisthesamegirlwhowassaidtobeabused

andwentbacktotheabuser?I'mnotsurprisedshe

didthis"



Iliked..

"Butwhatfriendareyoutalkinglikethisaboutyour

friend?Whatifshe'sbeingabusedwheresheis.

Youareevil,youchasingcloutthewrongway"

Ideletedthecommentandblockedher..

NONGCEBO

ItwasveryquietinthecarasRosettadrove.

Me:CanIuseyourphoneIwannacallmyBrother

Rosetta:Yeahsure..Ihopewehavesignalnow

ShegaveittomeIchecked..

Me:Ithinkwedo

SheunlockedwithherfingerprintthenIcalled

Lindo..Hetooktimetoanswer..



Lindo:Hello?

Itwasabitnoisywherehewas..

Me:Heyit'sme..It'sNongcebo

Hedidn'tsayanything...

Me:Hello?

Lindo:Wait

Iwaited,hegotbacktomeandnowitwasquiet...

Lindo:Nongcebowhereareyou?Areyouokay?

Me:I'mfine

Lindo:SethuandSandigotbackhome,whyweren't

youwiththem?

Me:It'salongstory

Lindo:Isittruethough?Thatyouescapedwithone

oftheguys?

Me:Yes

Lindo:Didhehurtyou?Areyouokay?

Me:I'mgood..Mylifewasindanger,heactually

savedmefrombeingrapedbytheotherguys..He



savedmylifeLindoandtomorrowI'mcomingback

home

Heexhaled..

Lindo:ThankGod,solongyousafe

Me:Justwantedtocontactyouandletyouknow

thatI'msafe

Lindo:I'mglad..GuessI'llseeyoutomorrow

Me:Yestomorrow

Lindo:OkayIloveyou

Me:Iloveyoutoo

Ihungup..

MARCO

Thecarparkedinthemiddle.Modridgotout,Luca

gotouttoo.Theyopenedthebackdoorandgot

AndreoutandRomeo,theyweretied

Theywalkedtheminside..



Me:Wait

Theystopped..

ItookoutmygunandshotRomeroinhisforehead,

executionstyle..

Andre:No!!!!!

Me:Nowdoyouseethatwemeanbusiness?

HelookedatmeandclenchedhisJaws..

ModridsmiledandwalkedAndrein,hepatmeon

theshoulder..

Mo:Niceone

Luca:I'llburythebody

Me:I'llgettheshovels

.
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SANDISIWE

Thenextmorning,myAuntdroppedmeoffatthe

hospitalbeforeheadingtowork..

Nathanwasaround..

Me:HiNathan

Hewalkeduptomeandhuggedme,I'msurprised

hestillremembersme..

Me:Howareyou?

Nathan:I'mfine

Me:I'malsofine

IlookedatSole..

Me:Whendidhearrive?

Sole:MyBrotherdroppedhimofflastnight

Me:Heslepthere?

Sole:Yes...Onthebed,Briansaidhewascryingfor

me



Avery'swardhasabad..

Sole:Ihavetogohomeandgetsomerest

Me:Okaythankyouforbeingherethewholenight

Sole:It'snotfavour,AveryismyDaughtertoo.With

thatbeingsaidYouandIhavetotalk

Me:Wewill,rightnowIjustwantAverytobefineso

Icantakeherhome

Sole:Nathanlet'sgo

Nathan:IwannastaywithbabyAvery

Solelookedatme..

Me:It'sokay

Sole:He'sobsessedabouther

Me:That'snice...He'sgoingtomakeaverygood

bigbrother

Sole:LetmegobuyyouguyssomefoodthenI'll

checkonyoulater

Me:Okay

Sole:Nathancomelet'sgobuysomefood



NONGCEBO

ThenextmorningRosettaandIstartedoffatthe

malltogetmeanewphone.LastnightMarco

calledmeonRosetta'sphonebutwecouldn'ttalk

muchbecausebecauseRosettawantedtotalkto

Luca..IcalledLindo,hewastheonewhofetched

me.Wegavehimdirections...

Me:ThisismybigBrotherLindo,andLindothisis

Rosetta.ThemanwhorescuedmeisherBrotherin

law

Rosetta:Nicetomeetyou

Lindo:Nicetomeetyoutoo,youverybeautifulby

theway

Rosetta:Thankyouverymuch

Lindo:Areyoureadytogo?

Me:Yes

IhuggedRosetta..



Me:Thankyouforeverything,I'llcallyou

Rosetta:Pleasedo

Lindo:Whathappenedtoyournose?

Rosetta:OhwIpunchedherintheface

Lindo:Huh?

Me:Duringtraining,Iwasteachingherselfdefense

Lindo:Andhowdidthatgo?

Rosetta:Notsogoodbutwe'llkeepontrying

Lindo:I'mimpressed

Rosetta:Maybeifshelearnsabitofselfdefense

she'llstopgettingkidnapped

Lindo:Keepher,she'sagoodfriend

Me:I'llseeyousometimeRosetta

Rosetta:Noproblem

Shewalkedustothegate..

RACHEL



Ilookedatthepregnancytests.All3ofthemwere

positive,howisthisevenpossible?Banzaisinhis

late20s.I'minmymid40s,IthoughtIwas

completelydonewithchildren

Myphonerang,itwasManto..

Me:Hello

Manto:Goodmorning,I'vebeenmeaningtocallyou

butBanzatoldmethatyouhadalotonyourplate

withregardstoKhumalo'sfamily

Me:Yesthat'sverytrue

Manto:Iwasjustcheckinguponyou

Me:Somethingimpossiblejusthappened

Manto:Yes?

Me:I'mpregnant

Manto:ThankGodyou'vejustsaidthat,Iwas

scaredtosaysomething.Priortothis,bothyour

ancestorsandtheKhumaloancestorsvisitedme.

Twosnakes,atfirstIwasn'tsuresoIburnedan



incense.Ngaphahlaanditwasclear

Me:Whatareyoutalkingabout?

Manto:Thebabyyoucarryingisamiraclebaby,it's

goingtobringalotofhealingtotheKhumalofamily.

WiththisbabytheybringingbackSlindiletoyou

guys,andyoushouldnamethebabySlindile

Khumalo.Bothancestorsblessedyouwiththis

babytoshowyouthattheyapproveofyour

relationshipwithKhumalo.Soonyouguyswillhave

todoatraditionalceremonythankingtheancestors,

andalsoatraditionalweddingceremonyto

completelybringbothancestorstogether

Me:WowIdon'tevenknowwhattosay

Manto:YouveryblessedRachel

Me:I...Letmecallyoubacklater,Ineedtoletthis

sinkin

Manto:Okaybye

Ihungup.Thinkingofitnow,inmyprevious

marriagewetriedhavingmorekidsbutIcouldn't

conceive.Anotherthingthatcausedabigshiftto



ourmarriage,andbeingwithKhumaloforashort

timealreadyI'mpregnantatmyage.Iwasinawe,it

wasdifficulttocomprehend..

NONGCEBO

IlookedatLindoashewasdriving..

Lindo:Whathappened?Howdidyouescape?

Me:Oneoftheguysthatwereholdinguscaptivate,

atonepointhetookmetothebathroom.Wantedto

rapeme,anotherguywhowasholdinguscaptive

Marco.Cametomyrescue,thenhedecidedtohelp

meescapetosavemefromthatpainand

nightmare

Lindo:That'sgood..Idon'tknowwhatIwould've

doneifyouhadtogothroughthatagain,ifweever

meetremindmetothankhim

(Silence)

Me:There'smore



Lindo:Whatmore?

Me:MarcoandIwe..Wefellforeachother,we

dating

Lindoshookhishead..

Me:He'saverygoodguy

Lindo:Hewasholdingyoucaptive.Youdon'thave

tofallforeveryguythatsavesyou,youdiditwith

Kelso.IsthisanotherKelsosituation?

Me:Marcoisdifferent

Lindo:He'sanItalianIassume?

Me:Yes

Lindo:Thosepeoplearedangerous,youguyswere

kidnappedbythem.Theyhaverunahuman

traffickingrig,theysellwomenandlittlegirlsto

foreignmen.Makingthemsexslaves

Me:Marcoisnotlikethat,whywouldhesaveme?

Lindo:WhydidKelsosaveyouandthenlateron

abusedyou?Idon'tknowifyouarenaiveorthisisa

disease



Me:Wow!

Lindo:I'mnotreadytodealwithItalianstheyvery

dangerous

Me:Marcoisnotlikethat

Lindo:I'msureyousaidthesamethingaboutKelso

Me:Idon'texpectyoutounderstand

Lindo:Weren'tyoufixingthingswithKelso?Ihated

theguyandendedupacceptinghimbecauseyou

"Loved"him.NowIhavetoacceptthisonebecause

youhavefalleninlovewithhim?Maybeweshould

considergoingbacktotherapy,gettotherootof

theproblemonwhyyouaresoattachedtoharmful

guys.AfterthewholeKelsosagayouwerereadyto

moveonandconcentrateonyourself,youdon't

reallyneedaman.Youneedtobealone,find

yourself,learntoemotionallyattachtoyourself.

Whydoyoufearbeingalonesomuch?

Me:Idon'tfearbeingalone,Ijustfellinlove

Heshookhisheadagainandsighed..

Lindo:AsaziNongcebo



MARCO

Ipulledthechairandsatdowninfrontofhim.Ilita

cigarette,hewascuffedtothewinecellar..

Andre:Younotgoingtogetawaywiththis

Me:ButIam..Iamwaitingforauthoritiestobuilda

strongcaseagainstyouwithalltheevidencethat

hasbeenpresented

Helaughed...

Andre:Ihavethelawonmypayroll

Me:That'swhywebringinginthebigguns,interpol.

Wehavemadecontactwithauthoritiesoverthe

seastomakesurethatyougetlockedawayfor

good,andifmymindservesmeright.Youhavea

lotofpendingcasesatleastin3countries.Iam

vouchingforyoutobeheldatthemostnotorious

prisoninMexico

Andre:Youstartingsomethingthatyoucannot

finish,youputtingyourselfandthatSeñoritain



danger

Me:Seehere'sthething.Ifyourcontactssomuch

asbreakherfinger,Sandywithabeautifulsmilewill

beonthefirstcruisesheeptosomewhereelse

Andre:Ifyoutouchher

Me:PleaseDreIdon'thurtwomen,butpeopleI

knowwill.Justcooperate,facethelaw.Payforyour

sinsandshewillforeverbesafe!

Igotup..

Me:Ohwand..Youbroke!Wehavecleanedyouout!

Andre:I'mgoingtoenjoykillingyou

Me:I'msureModridwantstosaygoodbyetoyou,

he'sleavingtonight

SANDISIWE

NathanlookedatAvery..

Nathan:She'snotopeninghereyes



Me:That'sbecauseshe'ssleeping

Nath:Shesleepsalot

Me:She'sstillababy,youwereoncethissmalltoo

Nath:Iwasneverthissmall

Ilaughed..

Me:Eatyourburgerbaby

Nath:CanIshareitwithBabyAvery?

Me:Shecan'teatthatasyet,butwhenshegrows

upshewilleatit

Henodded..

Nath:CanIcallyouMommy?

Ilookedathim..

Nath:DadsaysyougoingtobemynewMommy

sinceCocowenttoheavenandnevercomingback

Me:Uhm..YesIguessso..YoucancallmeMommy

becausenowIhavetwokids..YouandAvery

Nath:AreyouandbabyAverygoingtolivewithme

andDaddy?



Me:Uhmwe'llseebaby

Hewalkeduptome,Iputhimonmylap..

WebothwatchedAveryasshewassleeping.

.
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NONGCEBO

Icannotbegintoexplaintheemotionsthatwere

involvedasIonceagainreunitedwithmyfamily.

NotonlydidIexpecttoendupinmyfather'sarms,

butIalsometmyGrandmotherandmyAunt.They

seemedlikegoodpeople,fullofloveandwarmth.

BeinghomeagainremindedmethatSliisgone,and

tobeburiedin2daystime.Ourotherrelativeswill

bearrivinglaterontoday.Myfatherwasvery



emotional,hewasshakingsobadwhenIhugged

him.ThefirsttimeIsawhimbreaking.Marcowas

rightaboutmecomingbackhome,they'vebeen

throughenoughandmydisappearancewould've

killedmyfather..Iwasveryintimatedaswestarted

catchingup,itseemslikeIcomefromaverythat's

verywelleducated.Afamilyofwomenthatwas

neverblessedwhenitcomestoMenandmarriages.

MyGrandmotherhashadtwofailedmarriages,my

Auntrecentlydivorced.Theyalsotouchedbaseon

otherfamilymembers,seemslikethesewomen

werebusytryingtogettheirownandbecame

intimidating.JustfromhowtheyweretalkingI

couldtellthatsuccessmeantmoretothem,than

loveandmarriage...

Aunt:That'sgoodalthoughspecializingin

Pediatricsseemslikeadifficultchoiceofcareer,it's

verysensitivewhynotdosurgery.That'sabitbroad

andfascinating.Ithinkyouwillenjoyitmore

Itooktheglassofwateranddrankfromit..

Shewasmakingmeverynervous..



Aunt:SlispecializedinMaxillo-facialoralsurgery,

oneofthehighestspecialistsafteranorthodontist.

IthoughtshewasgoingtogotoOralpathologyor

oralmedicinebuthey..Mfosisnotsobad

Me:IthinkI'mgoingtoliedown,Idon'tfeeltoo

good

Aunt:OfcourseDarling,pleaserestabit.Whenyou

wakeuplateronI'llprepareyousomethingtoeat

Me:Thankyou

Iwalkedstraighttomybedroom..

Aunt:Shamepoorthing

KELSO

Scorpionaskedtomeetupwithme,wemetatchisa

nyama..

Scorp:Soyashe'sback

Thatwasarelief...



Me:Howisshe?Isshehurt?Didtheydosomething

toher?

Scorp:Sheseemsfine

Me:Sothestoryofherescapingwastrueafterall

Me:Yes,onlybecauseshewasindanger

Inodded..

Scorp:There'ssomethingIhavetodiscusswithyou

Ilookedathim..

Scorp:Nongcebois..Idon'tknowhowtosaythis

Heranhishandacrosshisface..

Scorp:Sheissayingthatshe'sinlovewiththeguy

thatsavedher,apparentlytheyareinarelationship

andverymuchinlove

Icouldn'thelpbutburstintolaughter..

Me:IthoughtyouandIwerecool,youdon'thaveto

jokelikethat

Scorp:I'mnotjokinghisnameisMarco

(Silence)



Me:Hesavedher,hewasthereattherightmoment

tobehersavinggrace.Inhereyesheisahero,

whenIrockedupinherlifewhenshewasstillgoing

throughthemostwiththatoldmanshewaswith.

Shesawmeasaheroanditwaseasyforhertofall

forme,Iwasherknightinshiningamour.She's

confusedandtraumatized

Scorp:That'swhatIthoughtbutsheseemsserious

aboutthis

Me:Sowhatnow?IhavetogoatitwithaItalian?

Scorp:No...Ithinksheneedstoattendtherapy

again,thisisnotnormal.There'sanunderlying

issuethatmakesheractlikethis,ifwegettothe

rootoftheproblemmaybeit'llhelp

Me:NongceboismywifeandyesIwashorribleto

heratsomepoint,butI'mnotgoingtogiveupon

her.Thislittlenonsenseofaffectionshe'shaving

towardsthisItalianisnotgoingtolast,I'mnot

goingtohaveit

Scorp:Solongyoudon'thurtmySister,becauseif

youdo.I'llgettoyoufirstbeforetheItaliandoes,



youknowthat

SANDISIWE

Iwasreadingamagazinebusypassingtimewith

Nathanplayingagameonhisphone,hewas

makingabitofnoisethough..

Nath:IneedanM6..GuysIneedanM6

Hehadhisearphoneson,beforereprimandinghimI

decidedtolethimbeforawhileandseewhatthis

gameisreallyabout..

Nath:I'matthehospital..NoI'mnotsick,mybaby

sisterissick...Pleasecoverme

Iwasamused..

Me:Nathan..

Heignoredme..Isnappedmyfingers..

Me:Hey!

Nath:Guysletmehibernatemymotheriscalling



me,pleasedon'tbombme

Hetookoffhisearphonesandlookedatme..

Me:Whoareyoutalkingtoo?

Nath:Myfriends

Me:Youplaywithyourfriends?

Nath:Yes

Me:Whatisthegameabout?

Nath:It'sPUBG

Me:Yesbutwhatisitabout?

Hekeptquiet..

Me:WhatisanM6?

Nath:It'sagun

Me:Ohw

Nath:CanIplaynow?

Me:Yes

IneedtotalktoSoleaboutthis,Idon'tthinkNathan

shouldbeplayingsuchgames.He'swaytooyoung



tobeplayingviolentgames..

NONGCEBO

ItriedcallingMarcobutIcouldn'treachhim,I

forgotthatattheCabinthatareadoesn'thavea

signal.Isighedandputmyphoneaway,Itriedto

sleepbutIcouldn't.Itookmyphoneagainand

downloadedFacebook,IhadalotofinboxesI

checkedthemout..

Theinboxeswerefromwomenwhowerebusy

insultingme,wheredidcomefrom?

IcheckedwhatledtothisandfoundthatSethu

postedalongasstoryaboutthekidnappingtrash

talkingme.Iwasmadandhurtatthesametime,I

calledLindorightaway...

Lindo:Hey

Me:Whatiswrongwithyourgirlfriend?

Lindo:Whatareyoutalkingabout?



Me:ShepostedshitonFacebookaboutme!

Lindo:Whatareyoutalkingabout?

Me:Shepostedaboutthekidnappingbutshelied

aboutit

Lindo:Whatdidshesay?

Me:ShesaidthingslikeIsoldthemoutandsailed

offtothesunsetwithoneofthekidnappers.Isold

themoutformyfreedom,Ifeltthemtobeabused

andtortured.Ievenendangeredthelifeofa

newbornbabybytradinghertoo,thebabywaskept

inaseparateroomandhadtoberushedtothe

hospitalaftertherescuebecauseshewasabused

andit'sallmyfault

Lindo:What?

Me:Peoplearesayingmeanthingsaboutme,

tellingmeIshoulddieIdon'tdeservetolive(crying)

Lindo:IknewshewasmadaboutthekidnappingI

didn'tthinkshewasthismad

Me:ShedraggedMarcointothis,saidtheyhada

spark.MarcowasinterestedinherandthenI



seducedhimandtradedthembecauseIwas

jealous

Lindo:I'llcallyoubacklater

HowcanSethudothis?Whywouldshedothis?

SETHU

Dr:Youareaverystrongwoman,theworldneeds

morewomenlikeyou

Me:Thankyou

Dr:Haveyouthoughtaboutopeningacase?

Me:It'sstillfresh,Istillgetnightmaresfromit

Dr:Youshouldthisgirlhastopay.Ihatewomen

whodothattootherwomen.Worseshedidthat

becauseofaman!Tradedyouguysandwhatdid

shegetinreturn?Sheshouldbejailedtoo.You

havetoopenacaseagainsther

Isighed..



Me:Itwasaterribleexperience.Oneoftheguys

Marco,he...AtfirstIthoughthewasgenuinelyinto

me,onlytorealizelaterthatheactuallyhadadeal

withNongcebo.Onetimewewerehavingbreakfast,

heseparatedmefromtheothers.Tookmeupstairs

tothebathroom,askedmetostripnaked

Iclosedmyeyes..

Me:Heforcedhimselfonme

Dr:Whydidn'tyousaysowhenyoufirstgothere

Me:Heforcedmetobath,alltheevidencewas

washedoff

Dr:Thatdoesn'tmatter,youwereheldcaptive.Yes

theydothatmostofthetimetakeadvantageof

theirvictimsandforcethemtobath.Wehavetorun

tests,thisisabsurd

Me:ItoldNongceboandshetoldmeIdeservedit,

toldmeshetradedmeforfreedom..Itwashorrible

Dr:I'mtrulysorry...I'mdeeplysorryaboutthat

shehuggedme..

Dr:It'sokay,theygoingtopayforthis!



SANDISIWE

TheNursecalledme,toldmeIhadaphonecallat

thereception.ShestayedbehindtowatchAvery

andNathan...Iwenttoattendtothecall,itwas

Sole...

Sole:Sweetswithregardstothekidnappingareyou

surethattheydidn'tsexuallyviolateyou?

Me:Notheydidn't,why?

Sole:IreadadisturbingpostonFacebookfrom

Scorpion'sgirlfriend.She'stalkingaboutNongcebo

tradedyouguysforherfreedomandthatshewas

sexuallyviolatedbyoneoftheguys...Marco,he

calledheratonepointwhenyouguyswereeating

andtookherupstairsandviolatedher

Me:Thatisalie!ThathappenedtoNongcebo,one

oftheguystookherupstairsandMarcowentthere

torescueher..Sethuislying!Shehasbeenlyingon

Nongcebothroughout!She'sbitterbecauseMarco



andNongcebohadaspark,shehadathingfor

MarcobutMarcowasinterestedinNongcebo...

Sole:ShesaidsomeshitaboutAverybeingabused

Me:Shedraggedmychildintohermess?

Sole:Shesaidalotofshit

Iimmediatelyfeltasharppainpassingthrough

whereIhadbeenoperated,myangerwentfrom0to

a100realquick..

Sole:Sweets?

Me:Ihavetogoandcheckonthemkids

Sole:Okaystaycalmshe'snotworthit,she's

probablylookingforattention

Me:Okaybye

Sole:Staycalm

Me:I'mcalm

Ihungupandwalkedbacktotheward..

Me:Nathan

Helookedatme..



Me:Borrowmommyyourphoneforasecond

Hecameandhandedmehisphone.Sethuhasgone

toofar,there'salineyounotsupposedtocrossand

mybabyisthatdamnline!

.
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SETHU

IhadtriedsleepingbutIcouldn't,Ikeptonopening

myeyeseverynowandthen.Thistimearoundthey

landedonLindostandingatthedoorway,hewas

playingwithabullet..

Me:Hey

Heignoredmeandkeptonplayingwiththebullet...



Isatupstraightandlookedathim..

Me:Forhowlonghaveyoubeenstandingthere?

Lindo:Longenough

Hewalkedin..

Me:Iwasjusttryingtogetsomesleep

Lindo:DoyouknowwhyIfellinlovewithyou?

Me:Uhm

Lindo:Youweresweet,kindandhumble.Different

fromallthewomenI'vemetbeforeandhavebeen

withbefore.Youshowednosignsofbeing

malicious,youwereveryhumble

Ismiled..

Me:Thankyou

Hepulledthechairandputhisfootonit..

Lindo:Isawafuturewithyou.Sawsomeoneto

settledownwith,someonewhowasgoingtobea

goodwifeandagoodmother

Me:ThankyouIguess(Puzzled)



Lindo:AndrightnowIcan'tevenlookatyou,that's

howmuchyoudisgustme!

Me:Excuseme?

Lindo:GoingonFacebookandpostingsuch

maliciousthingsaboutmySister

Me:Ohw

Lindo:Why?

Me:Youwerenotthere,youdidn'twitnesswhat

washappeninginthere.Youdon'tknowwhatIwent

throughbothasawomanandasahumanbeing.

Nongcebodidusverybad,Nongceboplayedus..

Lindo:Sethustopit

Me:Shetradedusforherownfreedom,she

watchedasth-

Lindo:Isaidstopit!!!!(yelling)

Hegavemeadeathstare..

Lindo:SandisiwepostedonFacebookandsaidyou

werelyingabouteverything!Shepostedadifferent

versionofthestoryonethatisverymuchbelievable



Tearsformedinmyeyes...

Lindo:Ican't...

Hecollectedhimself..

Lindo:Ican'tevenlookatyourightnow.Aren't

womensupposedtostandandsupporteachother?

Doyouevenknowwhatthiscoulddotoyou?

ExposinganItalianmafialikethat?Haven'tyou

learnedanythingthroughyourexperience?Whyso

muchhateformysister?Whatdidshedotoyou?

Youdon'tevenknowherthatwelltobesayingthat

shitabouther!Nongceboisnothinglikethat

Me:Ithapp-

Lindo:Stopwiththelieswoman!..SethuIlovedyou

withallmyheart,Iwasreadytogiveyouthebest

life.Iwasreadytogiveyouthatdream,thatone

dreamthateverygirlhas.Iwasreadytomarryyou

dammit!Iwasgoingtomakeyouapartofme,a

partofmyfamily!Ilovedyou!Itrulylovedyou!

Hiseyesbecamewatery...

Lindo:Idon'tevenrecognizeyouanymore..What



youdid,youtookaway80%ofthatpartofmethat

lovedyoudearly..FromhereonIwantyoutostay

awayfrommySister,don'tevenmentionheronher

Facebookbecauseifyoudo..Idon'tbelievein

hurtingwomenbutyou'llbemyfirstcase,andI'll

proudlywalkinsidethoseprisonbars!

Me:LindoI'msosorry..I..Iwasconfused,I..I

wasn'tthinkingstraight

Hewalkedclosertothebedandputthebulletright

nexttomyhand...

Lindo:Thisisthelastbulletthatyou'llevergetfrom

me

Iheldhishandbeforehecouldwalkaway..

Me:LindopleaseIloveyou(crying)

Lindo:Don't..Justdon't

Heremovedhishandfrommygripandslowly

walkedtothedoor..

Me:OhhmyGodwhathaveIdone?(crying)



NONGCEBO

Itookadeepbreathwithmyeyesclosed,thenI

exhaled..Icalledhim..

Iwaitedasthephonerang,thenheanswered

Kelso:Hello

Ikeptquiet...

Kelso:Hello?

Me:Hi..It'sMe...

Kelso:Skat

Me:I..Uhm..I'msafe,I'mbackhomeandsafe

Kelso:Scorpiontoldme.It'sgoodtothatyouback,

nowIcansleepbetteratnight

(Silence)

Kelso:Areyouokay?Imeanwitheverythingthat

hashappened?

Me:I'mfine..I'mokay

Kelso:Youdon'tknowhowhappyIamtohearyour



voice

Me:KelsoIwantadivorce

Hedidn'tsayanything..

Me:Hello?

Kelso:Why?

Me:Ijust..Idon'tthinkImadetherightdecision

whenIwantedustogetbacktogetheragain

Kelso:Nongcebowhereisthiscomingfrom?

Me:Idon'tloveyouanymore

Hechuckled..

Kelso:Don'tdothis..Don'tdothistome,you

confused.Youstillsufferingfromthetraumathat

youwentthrough,younotthinkingstraight

Me:Pleasedon'tmakethishard

Kelso:Okay..Iwillacceptthatyouwannapartfrom

me,onlyifyouwantadivorcebecauseyoureally

don'twanttobewithmeanymorenotbecauseyou

wanttoleavemeforanotherManthatyou've

knownforwhat?3days?



Me:Kelsoplease

Kelso:Haveyousleptwithhim?

Ikeptquiet..

Kelso:Tellmeyoudidn'tsleepwithhim

Me:Kelsoit'sover,Idon'tloveyouanymore

Kelso:AndIstilldo!Istillloveyou!Whatdoyou

expectmetodowiththislovethatIhaveforyou?

Me:Youdidn'twantmeanymore,youhadsexwith

someoneelseinmypresence.Youtoldheryou

lovedher,toldmeshewasabetterwomanthanme!

Youembarrassedme,shamedme..Chainedmelike

adog!Beatmetoapulp!

Helaughed...

Kelso:Younotgoingtoplaythatcardwithme

Me:Idon'tloveyou,justacceptitandmoveon!

Kelso:Toughshit!Youaremywife!Yousaidyour

vowsinfrontofeveryoneandGod!Yousaiduntil

death,andonlydeathisgoingtodousapart.Ifyou

carryonlikethis,I'mdefinitelydiggingtwograves!



Me:Whyareyoubeingdifficult?

Kelso:Twograves!That'showwegettingoutofthis

shit!

Hehungup..

Me:DammitKelso!

SANDISIWE

Ifeltsomeonekissingleavingwetkissesonmy

cheek.Actuallynotsomeone,thesmellofhis

cologneindicatedclearlywhoitwas.

Islowlyopenedmyeyes..

Sole:Ididn'tmeantowakeyouup

IlookedaroundandNathanwasnotintheroom..

Me:OhwmywordwhereisNathan?

Heputhisstrongarmsaroundme..

Sole:Nathanisokay,hehasmadeafriend.Heisin

thecancerroomwithhisnewfriend



Iclosedmyeyesandexhaledinrelief..

Iputmyhandonhisarmthatwasgentlyaroundmy

neck..

Sole:TheDrsaidthatwewillbetakingAveryhome

soon,she'sdoingverywell

Me:Hetoldmetoo

Sole:ThankyouforbringingsuchanAngelintothis

world

Me:Youshouldbecauseshetookfromyourside

morethanshedidwithme

Sole:Areyoucomplaining?

Me:Ohhno...Atleastthere'sabitofpositivitythat

youcontributingintomylifeandthatisyougiving

meverycutebabies

HegentlybitmyearandIlaughed..

Me:Stop..

Sole:OhhI'mhurtsoI'mjustaspermdonor?Here

togiveyoucutekids?

Me:YouknowwhatImean



Sole:Idon'tknowwhatyoumean

Me:YoudefinitelyknowwhatImean

Sole:IsawhowyouputSethuinherplaceon

Facebook,pleasewarnmenexttimenottomess

withMamabear

Me:Shedeservedit

Sole:Iloveyousomuch

Me:Iloveyoutoo

MODRID

Ilookedathim..

Andre:ModridIknowyouwantrevengeandIdon't

blameyou,butyougoingaboutitthewrongway

Me:Andrescared?NeverthoughtI'dseetheday

Helaughed..

Andre:I'mnotscared..NoactuallyIam,I'mscared

foryouandallthepeopleyougotinvolvedinthis



mess

Me:It'soverDre,it'sallover

Andre:Noit'soverwhenIsayit'sover!

Ilookedatmyhands...

Andre:Ihopeyougoingfar,farwhereIwon'tbe

abletofindyoubecauseifIdo..I'llevenforgetthat

youaremyBrother

Me:Authoritieswillbeheretofetchyoulateronat

night,noweveryonewillbeabletomoveonfreely

andpeacefullywithoutDre

Andre:Ihopeso

Igotup..

Me:It'soverDre,youboxed.Justacceptit!

NONGCEBO

Myphonerang,itwasMarco..

Me:Wheredidyougetmynumber?



Marco:GooddaytoyoutooSeñorita..Icalled

Rosettafirstandshegavemeyournumber

Me:Whereareyou?Areyoustillinthecabin?

Marco:YesbutIdroveafewmilestomakethiscall

Me:That'ssweet

Marco:Nothat'showimportantyouare

Me:Imissyou

Marco:Imissyoutoo...IwillbeleavingtheCabin

tonight

Me:That'sbetter

Marco:Howdiditgowiththefamily?

Me:Itwentokay

Marco:Andhaveyoucontactedthehusband?

Me:Hedidn'ttakeitwell

Marco:Thatwasexpected..Hedidn'thurtyouright?

Me:No..Icalledhim

Marco:Hewilleventuallyacceptit



Me:Hewon't

Marco:ThentellmewhenI'mneeded

Me:Ijustwishyouwerehere...WhenI'mwithyou,

everythingmakessense.Iamabletoforgetabout

everythingthat'shappening

Marco:Youcan'tavoidyouryourproblemsyou

havetofacethemheadon.Youhavetolearnto

facesituationsonyourownattimes.Imightnotbe

abletoalwaysbethereandholdyourhand

Me:IknowandIunderstand

Marco:Ihavetogo..I'llcallyoulateronlater

tonight

Me:Okay

Marco:Iloveyou

Me:Iloveyoutoo

.

Tobecontinued
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SANDISIWE

[6MONTHSLATER]

Itypedanotherchapteronmylaptop,whenAvery's

crydisturbedme.Ilookedatthem,shewasonthe

couchwithNathan.Nathanwasfullyconcerntrating

onhisgamewhilstholdingAvery,andAverywas

tryingtoreachforhisearphones.Hewasholding

her..

Nathan:Nomanthat'sjustmybabysister...Okay

let'sgoandloot

Avery'slittlehandtriedtoreachoutforoneofhis

earphones...

Nathan:Averywait



Averycriedagain..

Nathan:GuysI'llberightback

Heputhisphoneawayandstoodup,bringingAvery

tome..

Nath:Mom

Me:Yes?

Nath:She'scryingforyou

Me:Ididn'thearhercryingoutforme

Averystretchedoutherhandstome..

Nath:Yousee

Me:OhNathancan'tyoukeepherbusyuntilDaddy

getshere?

Nath:Sheputsmyearphonesinhermouth

Me:JustuntilIfinishthischapter

Nath:I'minthemiddleofagame

ItookAvery..

Nath:Thankyou



Hewalkedbacktothecouch.Itookmyphoneand

calledmyMother..

Ma:Siwe?

Me:Howfarareyou?

Ma:I'mstillattheshop..What'swrong?

Me:Averyisbothersome

Ma:Soleisnotthereyet?

Me:No

Iheardthedoorbellringing..

Me:Thatmustbehim

Ma:Okay

Ihungup...

Me:Nathgetthedoor

Nathwenttoanswerthedoor..

Sole:Buddy

Nath:Daddy

Theybothwalkedin..



Me:Thankgoodness

Soleclosedthedoor..

Igotupfromthechair..

Sole:Sweets

Me:Snowflake

HetookAveryfromme...

Sole:Bumblebee

Me:Nathgetthebags

Hewenttothebedroomtogetthebags..

Sole:Howareyouholdingup?

Me:I'mgoodandhowareyou?

Sole:I'mgoodtoo

WhenAverywasdischarged,Idecidedtotalkto

Sole.InsteadofabreakupIaskedifwecantakea

minorbreak.Iwantedtoseeifwecangoayear

withouthimputtingourlivesindanger.Ifthatcan

happen,thenwemighthaveachanceagain.Since

NathanwantedtolivewithmeandAvery,Solewas



theonewhomovedoutandgaveusthehouse.My

Mothertemporarilyliveswithus,shehelpsmewith

thekidsbecauseI'mintheprocessofpublishing

thebiggestbookofmywritingcareer,Idecidedto

writeaboutourKidnappingexperience.Ihave

spokentoNongceboaboutitandshegavemeher

permission.Iusedfictionalcharacterstoprotect

theIdentitiesoftherealpeopleinvolved...Ihave

released5chaptersalreadyandpeopleseemed

interested,veryinterested.Thebookwillbeselling

forR350availableonlineandatCNAstoresacross

all9provinces.Readersbeyondtheborderwestill

workingonhowtheywillgetitasmosthave

requestedhardcopiesthanbuyingthesoftcopies

online.Thisbookwillmakeme,andI'mpretty

nervousaboutit

Sole:Howisthebookcomingalong?

Me:Chapter50now

Sole:Wowyoupushing

HelookedatAvery..

Sole:Mommywillbedoingseriousinterviewssoon,



we'llbeseeingheronTV

Me:Igotalotofpublishingcompaniescontacting

meafterreadingthe5chaptersbutIwannaself

publish

Sole:That'sagoodidea,I'mreallyproudofyou

Me:I'mreallyexcitedaboutthis

Sole:Andnervoustoo

Nathanshowedupwiththebags...

Sole:I'llbringthembackSunday

Me:Okay

Hewalkedcloserandkissedme..

Me:BumblebeeI'llseeyouonSunday

IlookedatNathan..

Me:Andwhereismykiss?

Iwentdownandkissedhim..

Me:EnjoyyourweekendbabyIloveyou

Nathan:Iloveyoutoo



Sole:Okaylet'sgoguys..We'llcallyoulater

Me:OkayIloveyou

Sole:Iloveyoutoo

Theyleft..

NONGCEBO

Ilookedattheletter...

Michelle:Openitalready

Me:I'mscared

Michelle:Giveithere

Shesnatcheditfromme..

Me:Hey!

Sheopenedit..

Michelle:ShouldIreadtheaddresstoo?

Me:No

Shereadittoherself..



Me:Getstraighttothepointplease,don'tmakeme

gointoprematurelabour

Michelle:....

Me:Mich!

Michelle:Youin!..Youin!!!

Me:Areyouserious?

Michelle:Yes!

Me:Ohhmyword!!

Westartedscreamingtogether..

Me:OhwmywordIcan'tbelieveI'llbegoingto

schoolnextyear

Mich:ShouldIstartcallingyouDrWealthB?

Mysmiledisappeared..

Mich:Hestilldoesn'twanttogiveyouthedivorce?

Me:No

Mich:Whyishebeingdifficultaboutthis?

Me:HeisjustbeingKelsoasalways



Mich:Can'theseethatyoucarryinganotherMan's

baby?Thatyouwithanotherman?

Me:Idon'twannastressmuchaboutthatone

Kelsohasn'tbotheredmefor6months,butatthe

sametimehestilldoesn'twanttogivemea

divorce..It'sFustratingbecauseIreallywantedto

startonacleanslatewithMarco..

Shaunwalkedinholdingaboxofmuffinsandhot

chocolate..

Shaun:2chocolateand2vanillamuffinsfor

Wealth..Alreadypaidfor

Mich:Asalways

Shaun:Andherei-

Mich:Yourcardfortoday

Me:ThankyouShaun

Shaunyouwelcome..

Mich:HmmmmMrItalianoisromantic

Me:Alldayandeveryday



Mich:Youhappy..Ihaven'tseenyouthishappy

Me:Ididn'tthinkweweregoingtogetthisfar..6

monthsintoourrelationshipandMarcostilllooks

atmelikehe'sseeingmeforthefirsttime

Mich:Youdeserveitallgirl..Youdeserveitalland

enjoyit

Me:Thankyou

Mich:Goeatbeforethenextpatientgetshere

SETHU

EversincemypostonFacebook,Iwasdismissed

atwork.Nowit'sverydifficultfindinganotherjob,

I'llbegoingbrokesoonandnowI'meventhinking

ofsellingmycar.

IneverthoughtthatthesituationwiththeFacebook

postwasgoingtogetthismessy,Sandisiwehaving

suchalargecrowdoffollowers.Shemadesurethat

sheburiesmewithherfollowers..IthoughtLindo

wasgoingtoforgetaboutit,butheneverdid.He



brokeupwithmethatdayatthehospitalandhe

wasseriousaboutit,heblockedmefromhis

everythingandmovedonlikeIdidn'texist

Iamnotsureifheisseeingsomeoneelseorstill

single..IcheckedJobmailagain,rightnowI'llsettle

foranyjobthatcanpaybills..

KELSO

Itookoffmyglassesandwalkedin.Hangoverwas

killingme.Ilookedaroundandsawhim,I

approachedthetable..

Marco:Goodday

Ipulledthechairandsatdown..

Marco:Thankyouformeetingupwithme

Me:Let'strytogetstraighttothepoint

Marco:IthinkyouknowwhyIcalledyououthere

Me:IfIknewIwouldn'thavebotheredcoming



Marco:Justsignthedamndivorcepapers

Me:ThelasttimeIchecked,thiswasbetweenmy

wifeandI.Getit?MywifeandI?

Marco:Signthepapers

Me:I'mnotsigninganythingnotwhenshe's

carryingmybaby

Marco:Yourbaby?

Me:I'mnotsigningthedamnpapersandnexttime

tellhertofacemeherself!

Igotupandwalkedaway...

RACHEL

Khumalo:I'llputtheflowers

Hetookthemfromme..ThenplacedthemonSli's

grave..

Me:Icould'vedonethatyouknow

Heputhisarmaroundmywaistandkissedmeon



myforehead..

Khumalo:Iknow

Me:YouneedtolayoffontreatingmelikeI'msick

Khumalo:TheDrsaidyoumusttakeiteasy,the

pregnancyhasn'tbeeneasyonyou

Me:Iknow,neverrealizedbeingpregnantatanold

agewouldbethisdifficult

Khumalo:Younotold

Me:Thankyou..Youarethebestsupportsystem

IputmyhandonhischestandwelookedatSli's

tombstonehead.....

ANDRE

Sandy:Howisitdownthere?

Me:It'sokay,it'sabitdifferentbutI'msurviving

Sandy:OhwAndre

Me:I'msorrySeñora,butI'mgoingtofixthis



Sandy:NoIdon'twantyoutofixthis..Fixingitwill

onlyopenanothercanofworms,Iwantyoutostay

thereandpayforyoursins

Me:I'mgotthedeathpenalty

Sandy:Idon'tcare!Youpromisedmethatyou

weren'tgoingtohurtsomeoneelseeveragainbut

youdid!YoudidAndre,andyouhavetopayforyour

sins!

Shehungup...

MARCO

Thesecuritygavemehisnumberplatesatthe

parkinglot

Me:Areyousureaboutthis?

Security:YesSir

IgavehimtheR300..

Me:Thankyou



ItookoutmyphoneandtextedLucaKelso's

numberplates..

.

Tobecontinued

[08/24,13:59] :SEASONFINALE

146

MARCO

Lucastoppedbyatmyhouselateronthatday...

Me:Isitdone?

Luca:No

Ilookedathim..

Luca:Wehaveaproblem

Me:What'sdifficultabouttakingoutanamateur

gangster?



Luca:Thebackgroundinformationyourequested

justcamein

Me:And?

Luca:Thiskidismoreprotectedthanwethought.

Hisfatherwasageneraltoagangknownas"The

28s".Nowthe28sarenotonlybasedinone

province,theyaverylargegroupinall9provinces.

Ifwetakehimouthisfatherwhofakedhisown

deathwillsendawordtohisrighthandman

"Socks"whoiscurrentlyinPrison.Sockswillsenda

wordtothegang,younotpartoftheDLasyetand

evenifyouweretheDLwon'tsupportyouinthis.

Wecan'ttakeoutagang,theyaremany.Not

forgettingtheganghasapowerfulindividuals.The

likesofShadowwhoisthecurrentactingGeneral,

sotakingthiskidoutisnotanoption

Me:Sothiskidismorepowerfulthanwethought?

Luca:Itlooksthatway

Me:Therehastobeaway?Can'twesethimup?

Luca:Hewillbeout.The28srankhigherinPrisons

thananygang,that'stheirterritory.Theyhavecops



ontheirpayrolls,andthegeneralwon'tintervene.

OneofthememberskilledhisDaughter,Wealth's

Sister.Hehasdecidedtotakeastepbackingetting

ontheirbadside

Me:Therehastobeaway,thiskidisapaininthe

asstoWealthandmyunbornbaby

Luca:Whatifthebabyisnotyours,there'sa

possibility

Me:I'mtryingnottothinkofthatpossibility,evenif

thebabyishisI'mwillingtotakefullresponsibility.I

loveWealthandlovingherchildwillbeveryeasy.If

thebabyishis,that'sgoingtobeworse.That

meansthiskidwillbetiedtous,andIdon'twant

himtiedtousinanyway

Luca:He'sfatherfakedhisowndeath,maybewe

canblackmailthekidwiththat.Tellhimifhe

doesn'tbackoff,wegoingtoexposehisfather

Me:Yeahwecantrythat

ALDO



Physiotherapist:That'sgoodAldo,todaydidwell

Isatonthewheelchairagain..

Me:Howlongisitgoingtotakeformetostart

walkingagain?

Physio:Ifyoukeepthisgoing,itwon'tbeforthat

long

Myphonerang,shepassedittome.Itwasan

internationalcall..

Me:Andre

Andre:Howisitgoing?

Me:It'sgoinggood,I'mgettingthere

Andre:NoImeanwithgettingmeoutofhere

Me:Ihavemadeafewcallsand...Thethingisyou

havecreatedalotofenemiesforyourself.Outside,

andwithintheDL.Nooneiswillingtocomethrough

foryou

Andre:Bullshit!Wehavealotofcontactssomeone

shouldbewillingtocomethroughforme.AldoI'm



facingadeathsentence,theycantakemeoutany

time.I'mbeingheldinacountrythat'snotmine

becausethedamnInterpolandtheirsidekicks

madesurethatIdon'tgetawaywiththis

Me:Iknowit'shardbutI'mtrying

Andre:Thentryharder

Me:I'lldoso

NONGCEBO

Kelsostoppedbyatmyworkplace,andrequested

totalktome.Ididn'twannatalktohimbutIhadtoo,

Ireallywantthisdivorce..

Kelso:Howareyou?

Me:I'mgood

Kelso:I'mgoodtoo

Me:Kelsojustsignthedivorcepapersplease

Kelso:I'mwillingtodothat



Ilookedathim..

Me:Youare?

Kelso:Onlyincondition

Me:Whatisthat?

Kelso:Ifthebabyisnotmine

Me:Thebabyisnotyours

Kelso:Wehadsexwhenyoucametomyplace,

whenyouweremourningSli

Me:Thatwasonetime

Kelso:Istillwanttomakesure

Iexhaled..

Me:Fine

Kelso:AndIwillchoosetheDr,Idon'ttrustthis

Marcoguy

Me:HowdoIknowthatyouwon'tbribetheDr

Kelso:Wannachooseoneforyourself?

Me:Yes



Kelso:Thengoahead,butthatmeanswewillsee

twoofthem.OnethatIwillchooseandonethatyou

willchoose

Me:Fine

Kelso:I'llhearfromyouthen

Thisisgoingtobeawasteoftime,Iknowforafact

thatKelsoisnotthefather..

WhenheleftIwenttoMich..

Mich:Youveryfortunate.Yourhusbandis

handsome,yourboyfriendishandsome.Doyoulike

createthemforyourselfandsendthedesignsto

God?

Me:NoMich..IneedtoseeDrZondo

Mich:Ithoughtyournextappointmentwasnext

week?Babyboyistroublesome?

Me:Noit'sforsomethingelse

Mich:Okaythengoahead

Iknockedathisconsultingroom...

Zondo:Comein



Iopenedthedoorandwalkedin..

Me:DrZondohopeI'mnotdisturbingyou

Zondo:Noit'sokay,what'swrong?

Me:Ineedtotalktoyouaboutsomething

Zondo:Iseverythingokaywiththebaby?

Me:TheBabyisfine

Zondo:WhatcanIhelpyouwith?It'sstillabitearly

foryoutotakeamaternityleave

Me:NoIwaswonderingifit'spossibletodoa

paternitytestwhilstI'mstillpregnant?

Zondo:Yesit'spossiblejustdangerous,butIknow

agoodDrwhocomesoffhighlyrecommendedfor

that.DrFourie

Me:CanIhavehisorhercontacts?

Zondo:It'sashe,andyouluckybecauseafter

tomorrowshe'sleaving.She'sgoingoverseasfor

somesurgery

Me:OkaycanIpleasemakeanappointmentfor

tomorrow?



Zondo:Let'scallherandfindout

Me:Okay

Isatdown...

SOLE

AveryisveryfondofNathan.Haveneverseensuch

closesiblings.WhereverNathangoeseventothe

bathroom,Averycrawlsacrossthefloorand

followshim..

Nathanseemsnottomindthat..Ilookedatthering

thatIwasholding,IwannaproposetoSandy..I

tookmyphoneandcalledmyBrotherBrian..

Brian:Whereareyou?

Me:I'minmyflatwiththekids

Brian:That'smessedup,thoughtwecouldgoout

foradrive

Me:IambabysittingSandiisbusythisweekend



Brian:Understandable

Me:Iwannaproposetoher

Brian:Youwannadowhat?

Me:Iwannaproposetoher.She'stheMotherofmy

kids,shedeservesthering

Brian:It'sabouttime

Me:Idon'tknowifshe'sgoingtosayYes,sheput

meonprobation

Brian:Takethatleapoffaith

Me:I'lldoso,butyouknowinherculturetheydo

thingsdifferently

Brian:Thelobolasituation?

Me:Yeah

Brian:Howmuchdoyouthinktheygoingtocharge

us?

Me:I'mnotsurebuttheyshouldn'tchargeusmore

thana100k

Brian:100kisstillalot



Me:She'sworthit,especiallyaftereverythingthat

I'veputherthrough

Brian:Iknow...WellproposeandifshesaysYes

thenI'lltalktoDad

Me:Cool..I'llletyouknow

Brian:OkaylittleBro

.
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NONGCEBO

LateronLindofetchedmefromwork..

Lindo:Ithoughtyourboyfriendwouldbefetching

youfromwork

Me:Marcodoesn'tfetchmefromworkyouknow



that,hefindsitawkwardstoppingbyatourhouse

especiallysinceI'mstillamarriedwoman

Lindo:Kelsostilldoesn'twanttogiveyouadivorce?

Me:No...Andnowit'sworsebecausehethinksthe

babyishis

Lindo:Isthebabyhis?

Me:HonestlyspeakingIdon'tknowwhothefather

isbuttomorrowIhaveanappointmentfora

paternitytest,Iwantbothofthemtocome

Lindo:Don'tbringMarcoalong

Me:Why?

Lindo:IfheknowstheDrbehindthepaternitytest

hemightbribethatDrandthelabthattheyshould

thebabyishisevenifthebabyisnothis

Me:Ican'tlietohim

Lindo:Ididn'tsaylietohim,Isaiddon'tbringhim

along

Me:It'sbeenalmost6monthsnowsinceMarco

andIhavebeendating.Marcolovesme,hehasn't



laidhishandonme.Hedoesn'teventhreatentohit

me,heloveme.Hetreatsmebetter,he'svery

supportiveandhemakesmeveryhappy.WhenI

waswithKelso,itdidn'ttakehimlongtoabusehim

Lindo:Ithoughthewasnothimselfwhenhedid

that

Me:IknowandIunderstand,butIcan'tforgetall

thepainthatheputmethrough.Kelsoisabusivein

nature,evenbeforethewitchcraftheusedtoabuse

andmistreathisbabyMama.Heisimpulsive,he

quicklyactsonhisemotionshe'sneverrational.He

cheatedonme,worsehesleptwithherrightinmy

presence.Hetoldherhelovedher,thatshewas

betterthanme.KelsobrokemeandMarcoismy

redemption.Marcocameandshowedmegenuine

love,whycan'teveryoneacceptthatforthefirst

timeI'mhappy.YesmaybeIshouldn'thavemoved

onfromKelsotoMarcorightawaybutwhat

differencedoesitmake?Whetheryoumoveonnow

orin10yearstimeitstilldoesn'tmakeadifference

youcanstillgethurt,it'sallaboutlovingaperson

whowillreturnbackthatlovetoyou



Lindo:Ihearwhatyousaying

Me:ItrulylovehimandlookforthefirsttimeI'min

arelationshipandI'mnotlivingwithaman,I'mstill

livingathomeandMarcorespectsmealotthathe

doesn'twantustocohabitate,Imovedfrom

MakhathinirighttoKelsobecauseIneededstability.

Ineededahome,Ineededtogetaway.Our

relationshipwasnotreal,Iwentintothat

relationshipbecauseIwasdesperate.Desperatefor

ahome,togetawayfrommyMonster

Heheldmyhandandexhaledindefeat..

Lindo:Ifyoufeelstronglyaboutthis,Iwillgivehim

thebenefitofthedoubtthen

Me:Thankyouthat'sallIneeded

BANZA

IfinallydidpayLobolaforManto,thenshemoved

inwithusaweekafterthelobolanegotiations.Iam

happythathegetsalongwithmyfamily,there'sso



muchpeace.

Ihuggedherfromthebackandkissedheronher

neck..

Me:Thisplacelooksgreatnow,there'smorelight

andmorecolour..Doyouwantustoextendabit?

Maybeincludeakitchen?

Manto:WellyourUncle'swifesaidIshouldusetheir

kitchenforawhiletocook,thatItwillhelpmeto

bondbetterwiththem

Me:Auntyjustlovesyourcookingandbakingthat's

all

Shelaughed..

Manto:Inlawsaremeanttobeanightmarebut

yourfamilyissokindandsweet,especiallyRachel.

Ineverthoughtitwasthispossibleforustoget

alongthiswell,motherinlawsareanightmare

Me:I'mgladyouguysgetalongitwould'vebeen

verydifficultformeifyoutwodidn'tgetalong

Manto:Iknowbaby

Weheardaknockatthedoor..



Iwenttocheckwhoitwas,itwasthepolice..

Me:Goodevening

Officer:Goodevening..WelookingforBanza?

Me:IamBanza

Officer:Banzayouareunderarrestforthemurder

ofMakhathiniZulu.Youhavetherighttoremain

silent,any-

Manto:Nothisisamistake

Theofficercameandcuffedme..

Manto:Youmakingamistake,youmakinga

mistake!

MARCO

Luca:Hey

Me:Cuz

Luca:Ihavegoodnews

Me:Finally!



Luca:Ihaveinformationthatyoucanuseagainst

Kelso,theinformationcomesfromaveryreliable

source

Me:Letmesee

Hehandedmetherecording

Luca:UseitwiselyandIhopeithelps

Me:ThankyouCuz

Luca:Anytime

SANDISIWE

Ma:Sandi

Me:Ma

Ma:Youhaveavisitor

Me:Who?

Ma:HernameisSethu

Irolledmyeyes..



Me:Whatdoesshewant?

Ma:Idon'tknow

Igotupandwalkedtothekitchen..

Sethu:Hi

Me:Hi

Sethu:I'msorrytojustbudgeinherelikethis

Me:Whatdoyouwant?

Sethu:IjustwantedtodeeplyapologizeforwhatI

did,I'msorryIshouldhaveneverincludedyour

child

Me:YoualmostruinedNongcebo'slife.Youdon'tlie

aboutsuchthings.Rapeisaverysensitivesubject,

alotofwomenhavebeensexuallyviolatedand

theyfightthebattleeveryday.Lyingaboutrapeis

indirectlymockingtheirpainandbeinginsensitive.

Nongcebodidnothingtoyou,hatingonanother

womanjustforamanisirritating.Womenshould

alwaysstandtogether,weshouldn'tfightamongst

ourselves.Youreallydisappointedme,Nongcebois

agoodfriendofmineandImetyouthroughher.I



didn'tknowyouandIdon'ttakelightlytopeople

mistreatingmyfriends.Idon'twannamentionyou

talkingaboutmychildlikethat

Sethu:Iunderstand,againI'msorry

Me:IforgiveyoubutIcan'tbeclosewithyou,Idon't

trustyou.HowdoIknownexttimeyouwon'tbe

lyingonmybabydaddy?

Shenodded..

Sethu:Iunderstand

Me:ThankyouforcomingandapologizingI

commendyouonthat

Sethu:Thankyou

GAVKHUMALO

Rachelcalledme,shesoundeddistraught..

Me:Waitwhathappened?

Rachel:Theyarrestedmyson,Policecameand



arrestedhim

Me:Why?

Rachel:Theysayinghekilledsomeone

Me:What?Banzadoesn'tcomeacrossasakiller

Rachel:IamsostressedIdon'tknowwhattodo

Me:CalmdownI'llcallyourightback,letmemakea

calltosomeoneelse

Rachel:Okay

IhungupandcalleddetectiveKing..

King:Gav

Me:Detective

King:Howareyou?

Me:Mystepsonwasarrestedtoday,Banza

King:OhwyesIwasworkingonthatcase

Me:Sohedidit?

King:Evidenceprovesso,plusheoncehanded

himselfin



Me:LookRachelispregnantandthepregnancyhas

beenhardonher.Idon'twantherlosingthebaby

overthis

King:Iunderstandwhereyoucomingfrombut..

Me:KingI'mnotaskingyouformuch,Ineedyouto

sortthisout

King:IrespectyoualotGavbut...Idon'tcometo

yourprisonandtellyouhowtorunit,pleasedon't

tellhowtodomyjob

Me:King

King:Itakemyjobseriously,pleasedon'tinsultme

Hehungup...

KELSO

IwasgoingthroughNongcebo'spictureson

Facebook.Didn'ttakeherlongtouploadpicturesof

herandMarco.Shegotalotofhypewiththat,

maybeit'sbecausetheyaninteracialcouple..



Gert:You'llgiveyourselfaheartattack

Me:Ican'tgiveuponherGerts

Gert:Youloveherright?

Me:Withallmyheart

Gert:Ifyouloveherthenherhappinessshould

comefirst,whetherit'swithyouorwithsomeone

else.Youputherthroughalot,shedeservesthis.

Shedeservestoexperiencerealandeffortlesslove.

LosingNongcebodoesn'tmeanyouhavelostthe

world,Iamactuallyproudofherthatshedidn'tstay

withherabuser.YoumysonandIloveyou,but

acceptthisreality.Youhavenooneelsetoblame

butyourself.It'syourloss,moveonandtakethisas

alessontoselfimprove

Me:Shemightbecarryingmybaby

Gert:Thenyouwilltakeresponsibility,Nongcebo

seemslikeagoodperson.IfthebabyisyoursI

don'tthinkshewillkeephimawayfromyou,butlet

hergoKelso.Youoweherthatmuch..Shedeserves

thispeaceandhappiness



.
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RightafterbathingIwasonavideocallwithMarco

whilstIstillhadmytowelwrappedaroundmybody..

Marco:Yourbreastsareinsanelyattractive,The

towelpushedthemupabit

Me:Istilldon'tknowhowit'sgoingtoworkwithmy

otherbreast,withthemilk

Marco:WehavetoasktheDr

Me:Ikeeponforgetting

Marco:I'llremindyounextweekwhenwegothere..

YouinsanelybeautifulSeñoritapregnancysuitsyou

verywell

Me:BigasIam..He'sverybig



Marco:He'shealthy

Me:Amore(Love)

Marco:Listentothat,I'mproud

Ichuckled...

Me:AnywayIneedtotalktoyouaboutsomething

important

Marco:Talktome

Me:SomyDrreferredmetoaspecialist,madean

appointmentfortomorrowexactlyat8am

Marco:Why?What'swrong?

Me:NothingAmore,I'mgivingKelsoapaternitytest

tocleartheconfusionwiththebaby

Marco:Haveyoudecidedhowyougoingtoplayitif

it'shis?

Me:I'mnottryingtothinkaboutit,Idon'twanna

thinkaboutit

Marco:Weweren'ttogetherwhenthathappened.

KnowI'mnotleaving,knowIwillloveyouandthe

babysolongKelsorespectsus.Ifyouwanthimto



beapartofthebabyshoulditbehis,I'mokaywith

that.Solongyoutwowillbestrictlyparentingand

nothingmore

Me:WowyouactuallytakingitbetterthanIthought

Marco:Itwasbeforewemet,Idon'thavearightto

getmadanoverreact

Me:SoI'mgoingwithhimtomorrow

Marco:Iwannacometoo

Me:Idon'twanthimthinkingthatyouwillbribethe

labandthespecialist

Marco:Iwouldn'tdothat.IfIdothatandthebaby

comesoutentirelyblackinsteadofmixedraced

thenitwillbeclearthatIbribed.Iwouldn'tdothat,

don'twannagiveyouareasonnottotrustme.Ijust

wannabethereforemotionalsupportbecausethe

babymightbeminetoo

Me:Youarethebestbaby,Idon'tknowwhatIdidto

deserveyou

Iheardaknockatthedoor..

Dad:Ngcebo



Me:AmoreIhavetogo,myDadisknocking

Marco:OkayIloveyou

Me:Iloveyoutoo

Ihungup..

Me:Comein

ThedooropenedandmyDadcamein...

Dad:I'mgoingouttothestation

Me:Why?

Dad:Banzagotarrested

Me:What?I'mcoming

Dad:Nopleasedon't..Iwillhandleit,Idon'twant

youstressingtoo.Iwon'tbeabletohandletwo

pregnantwomenwhoarestressed

Me:Iwonderwhathappened

Dad:Lindowillbehome,lockallthedoors

Me:Okay

Dad:IloveyouKiddo



Me:Iloveyoutoo

Dad:I'llbeback

Me:Okay

SANDISIWE

IwasonacallwithSole..

Me:Averyisnottroublingyou?

Sole:She'sasweetheart,onlytroublesNathan

Me:Theyverycloseyoucan'tseparatethem

Sole:Theybothpassedoutsleepingnexttoeach

other

Me:ImissthemalreadySundayisfar

Sole:Enjoyyourfreedom

(Silence)

Sole:SweetscanIaskyousomething?

Me:Yes



Sole:SinceI'monprobation,amIallowedto

propose?

Me:No

Sole:No?

Me:Only6monthsleftuntilyourprobationcomes

toanend,soifyouproposewithinthis6monthsI

willsayno.IloveyouBabebutIhavetwohuman

beingstothinkaboutnowandIdon'tknowifwe

safewithyou

Sole:Iunderstandsweets

Me:Wereyouthinkingofproposing?

Sole:NoIwashypotheticallyspeaking

Me:Okaybaby

Sole:Letmeleaveyoutorest

Me:Okay

Sole:I'llcallyoutomorrowmorning..Iloveyou

Me:Iloveyoutoo



NONGCEBO

IdecidedtocallKelsotolethimknowaboutthe

appointmenttomorrowmorning..

Kelso:It'sabouttime

Me:Pleasedon'tbelate

Kelso:ShouldIpickyouup?

Me:NoMarcoiscoming

Kelso:Thisshouldbeinteresting

Me:Pleasedon'tbedramaticaboutanything

Kelso:I'mnotgoingtobedramaticaboutitbecause

thebabyismine

Me:IwannaseethelookonyourfacewhentheDr

saysyounotthefather

Kelsolaughed...

Kelso:Wewillseeaboutthat

Me:Goodnight

Kelso:GoodnightMrsKB,Iloveyou



Me:Bye

Ihungup...

GAVKHUMALO

IaskedforKingatthestation,theyletmewaitinhis

office.Rachelwantedtocome,Itoldhernottoo.I

toldherI'llhandlethis.IhopeIdohandleit,Kingis

difficult..

Kingwalkedinafterawhile..

King:Gav

Me:King

King:IstillstandonwhatIsaidoverthephone

Me:KingI'mhereasafriend,nottheGav.MyWife

ispregnant,alreadythepregnancyisdifficultonher.

Idon'twantherBPspikingup.IlostaDaughter,

almostlostmylastborn.Idon'twannaloseanother

child

King:Asafriendandnotadetective,I'mdoingthis



toprotectyourDaughter

Me:Huh?

King:Thisisanoldcase.Nongcebopoisonedher

firsthusbandandBanzaconfessedontapeto

smotheringhimwithapillow.Banzawould've

longerarresteduntilthebloodtestscamein,and

provedhewaspoisoned.Shethoughtshehadgot

ridoftheevidencebutwesomehowfoundthe

bottleofthepoisonandwhiskeyithadNongcebo's

fingerprints.Iletthecasegocoldonlybecause

BanzamentionedthatNongcebowasrevenging

herself.Apparentlyshesufferedabusedfromhim,

hadshecameforwardwiththeabuseitwould've

beenbetter..SoIletthecasegocold,awomanwas

avengingherselffromherabuser.Thepostmortem

camebackandMakhathinididn'tdiefromthe

poison.HediedduetosuffocationthatBanzawas

responsiblefor,Istillletthecasegocold.Ourchief

madeusrevisitcoldcases,Ihadtotakebackthe

casebecauseifitlandedonanotherdetectiveboth

NongceboandBanzawouldgodown.Itookitonly

becauseshe'syourDaughterandwhatyouwent



throughwithlosingyourotherDaughter,Igotridof

allthebloodtestevidencethatincriminates

Nongcebobecausefingerprintswerefoundonboth

thebottles,soI'mpinningitonthesuffocation

whichincriminatesBanzaonly.Withhisconfession

hewillgodownalone.Gohome,comfortyourwife

andgetagooddamnlawyerforBanza.IfBanza

doesn'ttakethefallforthis,Nongcebowill...You

welcomebytheway..

SETHU

ThenextmorningwhenIwokeup,Idecidedtotry

Lindo'snumberagain.Miraculouslyitwentthrough..

Lindo:Hi

Me:Hi..Hey

Lindo:Hey

Me:Howareyou?

Lindo:I'mgoodandyou?



Me:I'mgoodtoo..LindoIjustwantedtoapologize

foreverything.Ifit'sokay,Iwouldalsoliketo

apologizetoNgcebo

Lindo:Ithinkit'sbestyoustayawayfromher,she's

pregnantandshedoesn'tneeddrama.You'vedone

enoughdamage,Youalmostruinedherlife

Me:Iunderstand..Again,I'msorry

Lindo:Iunderstand..Pleasestopcallingme,don't

eventextme.Idon'tbelieveinkeeping

communicationwithmyex,Imoveon.Icompletely

moveon

Me:Iunderstand..Justwantedtoapologize

Lindo:Thankyouforapologizing

Me:Noproblem..Bye

Lindo:Bye

NONGCEBO

KelsowasalreadyatthehospitalwhenMarcoandI



arrived.Hewasatthereception.

MarcoandIwalkedinholdinghands,andwewent

tositdowntoo..

Me:Hi

Kelso:Hi

MarcofixedthechairformeandheldmyhandasI

satdown,hesatdownnexttome.Iwassittingin

themiddle..

Marco:Youcomfortable?

Me:YesIamthankyou

Kelsochuckledwhilstshakinghishead...

Itwasanawkwardmoment,wewereallquietuntil

theclockhit8am..

Receptionist:MrsNongceboBhembe

Me:Yes?

Receptionist:Pleasecomesoweopenafileforyou

Marcohelpedmeupandwewenttothe

receptionist,Kelsofollowed.Ifilledineverything



withthehelpofthereceptionist..

Receptionist:Theconsultationincludi

includingthetestwillcostyouR2500

Marco:I'llpay

Kelso:I'llpay

Thereceptionistlookedatthem..

Kelso:I'mthehusband,I'llpay

Marco:Fuckme!

Kelsotookouthiswalletandpaid,theReceptionist

gaveusthereceipt...

Me:Thankyou

Receptionist:Consultingroomnum

number3

KelsotookthefileandwewenttoseetheDr..

Wewalkedinandshewassittingatherdesk

writingsomething..

Dr:Goodmorning



Shefixedherglasses..

WegreetedandIsatdown...

Dr:IamDrFourie,I'manObstetricianandI'll

helpingyoutoday

Ihandedherthefile,shereadthrough..

Dr:Ohwyouhereforapaternitytest,thePatient

thatDrZondotoldmeabout

Me:Yes

Dr:Okay...Whythepaternitytest?

Me:Iamuhm..Idon'tknowwhothefatheris

Dr:Ohw..OhwIsee..Howfaralongareyou?

Me:6months

Dr:Ifyoucameinsooneritwould'vebeenvery

simple.Wewouldgetyourbloodthencheekswabs

fromthetwogentlemen

Me:CanyoustilldothetestthoughsinceI'm6

months?

Dr:Yes..Pleasesitonthebed



Igotupandwenttositonthebed,shecameupto

me..

Dr:Pleasepullyourshirtupabit

Ididsoandsheplacedthestethoscopeonmy

tummy..

(Tummy)

Dr:Howfaralongagain?

Me:6months

Sheshookherhead..

Me:What'swrong?

Dr:CanIdoascan?

Me:Uhm..

Marco:Iseverythingokay?

Shestartedsqueezingmytummy..

Dr:JustasIhavesuspected,youcarryingtwo

babies

Me:What?

Dr:Zondoneversawthat?



Me:I..Wellheneversaid

Dr:Lazy!That'swhyit'simportanttoseeagynaeor

obstetrician,GPstendtonotbeseriouswhenit

comestomaternity

Kelso:Whatdoyoumeanshe'scarryingtwins?

Dr:Let'sdothescan,pleaselieback

Ilaidback.Shebroughtamonitor..

Dr:I'lldoa3Dscanitwillshowthebabiesmore

clear

Marcowalkeduptous..

Dr:Thegelwillfeelabitcold

Marcoheldmyhand..

Dr:Let'ssee

Shestartedwiththescan..

(Silence)

Dr:Onestrongheartbeatand....Anotherstrong

heartbeat...Seetwocutieswouldyouliketoknow

thegender



Kelsogotcloser..

Kelso:Thisiscrazy

Me:Yesplease

Dr:Wehaveaboyhere...ThenwehavehisSister..

Twobabies,aboyandagirl

Kelso:Can'twetelltheirrace?

Dr:unfortunatelynottheimaginingisnotprecise

enough

Me:Isitpossiblethattheyhavedifferentfathers?

Dr:Yes...Heteropaternalsuperfucudationis

possible,it'sveryrarethoughbutpossible.We

mostlyseeitinanimalsbutit'salsopossiblein

humanbeings

Kelso:Whatdoesthatmean?

Marco:Itmeansthebabieshavedifferentfathers

Dr:Atthisstagewecan'ttelliftheyhavetwo

fathersoronefather

Me:Howisthisevenpossible?



Dr:Itmeansyouovulatedtwice,I'mguessingyou

eithersleptwithbothmenthesamedayandifnot.

Thenitwasn'tfarapartfromeachother

Kelso:Isitpossibletoclearthisconfusionwitha

paternitytest?

Marco:No..Ifitwasidenticaltwinsitwouldbeeasy

sincetheysharethesameDNA

Dr:That'sright...Evenifwetestoneofyouwithone

babyandfindit'samatch,it'sstillpossiblethatyou

canbeamatchtothesecondbaby.Anditwillbe

difficulttestingbothbabies

Kelso:Youpregnantwithtwins?

Me:Ididn'tknow

Dr:Iknewyouwasabitbigtobecarryingonlyone

baby...Youcouldn'tevenfeelthemovementsthat

somethingwasoff?

Me:Ithoughtmybabywasjusttooactive

Dr:HowdidZondomissthis?

Kelso:Sowecan'tdothetest?



Dr:Unfortunatelynot..Youwillhavetowaituntil

theyborn

Isighed...

Dr:All3ofyouseemtobegettingalongwell,I'm

sureyouwillstillgetalongwell..Only3monthsleft

untilshegivesbirth

Wealllookedateachother,thiswasnothappening!

.
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MARCO

Afterourappointment,stunnedaswewereIwalked

Wealthtothecar.Iopenedthedoorandshegotin,I

fixedthepillowthatsheusestosupportherback.I



strappedtheseatbeltonherandadjustedherchair..

Me:Areall3ofuscomfortable?

Wealth:Wearefine

Me:OkayI'llberightback

Wealth:Whereareyougoing?

Me:I'llbeback

Ikissedheronthecheek,thenIwenttoKelso'scar..

Me:CanItalktoyou?

Kelso:Whatnow?

Hegotoutofthecarandbangedthedoor..

Me:Listen..WeheardwhattheDrsaid,there'sa

possibilitythatshe'scarryingourbabies.Ineedyou

tocooperateforhersake,shedoesn'tneedstress

Kelso:Iwillsignthedamnpapersforthesakeof

mybaby,Idon'twantmybabystressed

Me:Lookatthat,Ididn'thavetoblackmailyou

Kelso:Yougotthegirlbutthegirlmightbecarrying

mychildtoo..ThisisinterestingI'mnotgoing



anywhereMarcogetusedtothat.I'llbeshowingup

foreveryDoctor'sappointmentfromhereon,Iwill

beinthedeliveryroomtoo.Lookatthatwegoingto

bepresentateverybirthdayparty,everyschoolplay,

spendChristmastogetherifpossiblebecauseI'm

heretostay!Getusedtothat!It'salifetime

attachment

Me:Iamsohappy

Kelso:SoamI

Welookedateachotherforawhiledebatingifwe

shouldkilleachotherornot..

Kelso:Ohwand..Fuckhergoodforthebothofus

Hetappedmeontheshoulder..

Kelso:SeeyouagainPartner,onournext

appointment

Hegotinhiscar..

Me:Thisisgoingtobeonehellofco-parenting!

GAVKHUMALO



IstoppedbyatRachel'shousetotalktoherabout

this,Idon'tknowhowshewasgoingtotakeit..

Me:Youlooklikeyoudidn'tsleepawink..

Rachel:Icouldn'tsleep,mySonsleptintheholding

cells

Me:Iwenttherelastnighttotalktothedetectivein

chargeofthecase

Rachel:Whatdidhesay?

Icouldseethetheworryandconcerninhereyes,I

didn'tknowhowtotellherthis.Itwasgoingto

breakhermore..

Rachel:Khumalotellmeyoufixedthis

Me:There'salotofincriminatingevidenceagainst

Banza,Banzaevenwenthasfarasconfessingand

thattapeisgoingtoburyhimunfortunately.Allthat

wehavetodoisgethimagoodlawyer,onethatwill

partitionhimtonotgetaheavysentence

Sheclosedhereyesandstartedbreathingheavily...



Me:MaKhuzwayocalmdown

Rachel:MySonmurderedsomeone?

Me:Hedidittofreemydaughterfromthisman.He

thoughtdoingawaywithhimwouldbegoodfor

Nongcebo...RachelI'vetriedbelievemeI'vetriedto

getBanzaoffthehookbutit'snotworking...I'm

sorry,thebestwayistogethimagoodlawyerandI

willmakesurethatheserveshissentencewithout

beingharassedinPrison

Shegotup..

Me:Rachel

Rachel:Ineedaminutetothink

NONGCEBO

IlookedatMarco..

Me:Amore?

Marco:Yes?



Me:WhatwereyouandKelsotalkingabout?

Marco:Nothingyoushouldworryabout

Me:I'msorry

Marco:For?

Me:Ishould'vetakenamorningafterpillthe

followingday,Ishouldn'thaveletthishappen.I'm

sosorryforbringingthispersonintoourlives,

Kelsohasalwaysbeenapaininmyass!OnethatI

can'tgetridoff,tothinkthatImightbecarryinghis

babytooitkillsme

Helookedatme..

Marco:Don'tdothat,don'tdothis.Don'tblame

yourselfanddon'tresenthimbecauseyouwillend

upresentingthebabyandthebabyisapartofyou.

Ifoneofthebabiesishis,youwillhavetoletgoof

theresentmentyouhaveagainsthimbeforeit

affectsthebabytoo.Thebabyisapartofyoutoo,

youarethemotherandthebabywillneedyour

undyinglove..Ifyoucontinuehatinghim,thehate

willgotothebaby,thebabyisinnocentinallofthis.

Pleasedon'tdothis,thereasonwhyIfellinlove



withyouisbecauseofyourgoodheart.Icouldsee

thatyouareagoodperson,don'tlethimtaintthat.

Don'tlethimtakethatpartofyou

Bythetimehewasfinishedwithhisspeech,Iwas

alreadyintears..

Marco:No..No..No..Youputtingmeinanawkward

positionSeñoritapleasedon'tcry

Me:I'mjust..I'msorry

Marco:ThisisnotyourfaultandIdon'tblameyou,I

willneverblameyouforthisnorwillitchange

anythingbetweenus.Evenwhenhesurfacedhave

youaskedwhyIdidn'tleaveyou?Imaynottrust

himbutItrustyouandthat'senoughforme.Evenif

hecancometomorrowandsaidyouguyshadsex,I

wouldaskyouwhathappened.Whatwentwrong,

becauseIknowyouwouldneverdothattome.

Kelsocanonlybreakusifyouallowhimtoo,Ilove

youSeñoritaandyoulovemethat'senoughforme

Me:Ohhmyword(crying)

Marco:Canyoupleasestopcryingbecauseit's

gettingweirdforme,Ineverwannaseeyoucry



Me:Pleasepullover

Marco:Ba-

Me:Pulloverplease

Hepulledover,andexhaled..

Marco:Ididn'tmeantoupsetyouguys

Me:It'sokay...Wearefine

Hegotoutofthecarandcametomyside.He

openedthedoorhelpedmeout.Hehuggedme..

Marco:Ididn'tmeantoupsetyou

Me:It'sokay..Justthat..

Marco:Noit'sokay,youdon'thavetoexplain

anything

ALDO

IreceivedaletterfromtheDL.Iknewthiswas

coming,theletterstatedclearlythattheygoingto

makeMarcooneofthem,theyactuallygoingto



worshipthatprickespeciallynowthathehasput

Andreinjail.Idon'tknowwhytheDLexists,a

bunchofricheliteswhopretendtobebrothers

whilsttheyknowverywellthattheyhateeachother.

Andrehadmoreenemiesinhiscirclethanhedid

outside.TheDLishappythathehasfallen,andnow

theywannareplacehimwithMarco.AnyplansI

hadoftakingthisguyoutaregoingdownhill,from

hereonMarcoisuntouchable.Ican'tgettohimnor

hisfamily,Ican'tcrossthatlineanymorebecauseif

IgotforhisfamilytheDLwillcomeformine..

Ican'triskthat,Ican'trisklosingmineoverAndre's

battles.DespitetheloyaltyoathItooktoservehim,

nowIhavetoputmygunsdownandletthisbe..

KELSO

IstoppedbyatSole'splacetotellhimthenews.He

wasactuallyshockedathowthisplayedout..

Sole:WowIdon'tknowwhattosay



Me:I'mfuckenexcitedaboutthisMan,afterallIget

tohavesomethingpositivethatmymarriage

broughtme

Sole:Howisthisgoingtoplayout?Withthistrio?

Me:IjustenjoyannoyingMarco,nowitseemsI'm

goingtoannoyhimforlife

Sole:GrowupKelso!Youhaveababytothinkof

now

Me:YeahIknowbutthisisgoingtobefun

Ilaidbackonthecouch,Soleshookhishead...

NONGCEBO

Iwasalotcalmernow,andwewerebackonthe

road...

Me:Ihavetopee

Marco:Now?

Me:Yes



Marco:Can'tyouholdituntilwefindagasstation?

Me:NoMarcoIcan't,I'mcompressed

Marco:Thisisanightmareweinthemiddleof

nowhere

Me:Babeyouhavetopullover

Marco:Holdon

Me:Ican'tMarco!Ican't!

Marco:Weinthemi-

Me:Pullthedamncarover!

Hepulledover..IopenedthedoorandwhenIgot

out,itwastoolate.Iliterallyurinatedonmyself,

Marcogotouttoo..

Marco:Tellmeyoudidn't

Me:Itoldyoupulloverlookwhatyoumademedo

now?

Marco:Let'scalmdown,let'snotstartwiththe

crying

Me:Youmademepeeonmyself(crying)



Marco:Weinthemiddleofnowherefarfromany

gasstation,Wealthcomeon

Me:YoumademeurinateonmyselfI'mdrippingin

urine(crying)

Marco:HowdidIgetmyselfintothis

.

Tobecontinued
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NONGCEBO

[1YEARLATER]

Atexactly4amLindocametofetchme.Todayit

wasabigdayforme,Iwasofficiallyregisteringat

theMedschoolformyMBCHBqualification.This



allseemedlikeadreamafewmonthsago.

Speakingofafewmonthsago.About4-5months

ago,Igavebirthto2cuties.Ababyboyandababy

girl.MySon'snameisTJ,andmyDaughter'sname

isNosibusiso.KelsoisthefathertoNosi,and

MarcoisthefathertoTJ.Nosilookssomuchlike

herDad,totopitoffsheevengotthedimples.With

KelsobeingKelso,Ithoughtitwouldbedifficult

bondingwithNosi,butIlovemyDaughtervery

much.Morethanlifeitself..Marcoisagreatfather

toboththekids,hisundyingloveforNositoomade

metolovehimmore.Kelsosignedthedivorce

papers,thenMarcoandIgotengaged.Wenow

livingtogether..Lifeseemspeaceful,exceptfor

Kelsooccasionallybeingunnecessary.Hepaid

damagesforNosi,soNosiisusingKelso's

surname..

Lindo:It'scold

Me:Yeahweleftearly

Lindo:HowisMarcogoingtosurvivewiththekids

alone?



Me:KelsowillstopbylatertogetNosi

Lindo:KelsoloveshisDaughter,I'veneverseena

manlovehischildlikethat

Me:Hemeanswell

Lindo:YouguysseemtobemakingthiswholeCo-

Parentingthingwork

Me:Wetrying

Lindo:Imustadmit,IhadmydoubtswithMarco

Me:Ayearlaterandhe'sstillhere,heisvery

amazing

Lindo:I'mjustgladthatyouhappyandIdon'thave

tobekillinganyone

Me:Whenwillyoustartdatingagain?

Lindo:SoIcanmeetanotherSethu?I'mgoodfor

now

Me:Don'tstart(Laughing)

SANDISIWE



Mom:Nathanyougoingtobelateforschool

Iwalkedin..

Mom:Imadeyousomebreakfast

Me:Thankyou

Mom:IsSolearound?

Me:Noheleftearly,hehastotakeAlettatothe

hospital

AverywalkedinwithNathan,shegavemeher

bottle..

Me:What?

Shekeptquiet..

Nathan:Theyusuallysay"MomcanIpleasehave

somemilk,theydon'tjustkeepquiet"

Mymomlaughed..

Me:Nathandon'tstart

Mom:Whenareyoucominghome?The

negotiationsarethiscomingweekend



Me:Todayit'sTuesday,maybeThursday

Mom:Sandi

Me:MaIhavetowork

Mom:Youareyourownboss

Me:Runningapublishingcompanyisnotawalkin

thepark,Ihavetooverseeeverything

Mom:OkayjustbehomebyThursday

Me:Okayguyslet'sgo

Afterthewholeprobationperiod,Solemovedback

inandthisSaturdaywecarryingoutthelobola

negotiations.Myfatherdecidedtogivehima

chance..Iknowhavemyowncompanywherewe

publishnovelsforAuthors.It'sdoingbetterthanI

hadanticipated,Ionlystarteditafewmonthsago..

Themoneyfrommypreviousbook"Thekidnap"

reallydidwell,Iputittogoodusebystartingmy

owncompany...

RACHEL



AfterthebirthofSli,aboutamonthaftershewas

born.KhumaloandItiedtheknot,Iamofficially

MrsKhumalonow..InolongerworkatthePrison,I

doconsultations.Iamfullyfocusedonmygiftnow

andhelpingpeople.

Iputhisuniformonthechairinthelounge

Hecametogetit...

Gav:Goodmorning

Me:Goodmorning

Gav:YoumustbeexcitedthatBanzaiscoming

backhometoday

Me:Iamveryexcitedandnervoustoo,it'sbeena

yearsincehewasarrested

Gav:Nongcebo'sFiancécamethroughforhim

Me:Hedid

Gav:I'mactuallystartingtoaccepthim

Me:Allalongyoudidn'taccepthim?



Gav:WhatcanIsay,heseemsdodgy

Me:Ngceboishappy,that'sallthatmatters

Gav:Iguessso

KELSO

Ilookedatthetime..

Grams:Youkeeponcheckingthetime

Me:Iwonderifshe'sstillsleeping

Grams:It'snow7am,I'msureshe'sstillsleeping

Me:Nongcebosaidshewakesupearly

Grams:Theywon'ttakeyourchildandmovetoItaly

Me:Ican'ttrustMarco

Grams:He'sbeengood,evenallowedyoutohave

fullaccesstoyourDaughter

Me:Hehadnochoice,I'mthefather

Grams:Justdon'tmakethishardforhim



Me:Idon'twantNongceboanymoreGrams,she

canmarryhimforallIcare.I'mjustfocusedonmy

Daughterthat'sall,hencewhyIsignedtheirpapers

afterNosiwasborn

Grams:Ohwsheisbeautiful,shelooksexactlylike

you

Me:That'sbecauseshedidn'twanthertobemine

Grams:Don'tstart

Me:LetmecallNessiandtellhertopack

Grams:Okay

MARCO

Ilookedatthetwins,theywerepeacefullysleeping.

I'mstillsurprisedKelsohasn'trangmybellasyet.I

gentlyclosedthedoorandcalledBongeka,she's

supposedtocomehometoday..

Bongeka:UncleMarco

Me:Goodmorningcupcake,stillsleeping?



Bongeka:ActuallyI'mpacking

Me:Excitedaboutcominghometoday?And

startinganewschool?

Bongeka:YesIamI'vemissedthetwins

Me:I'msuretheymissedyoutoo..LookUncleis

goingtofetchyou

Bongeka:Okaythen

Me:Seeyoulater

Bongeka:Seeyoulater

Me:Iloveyou...Bye

Bongeka:Iloveyoutoo

IhungupandgotatextfromWealth:

"Arethetwinsokay?Iftheytroubleyoucallthe

babysister"

Ichuckled.Shestilldoesn'ttrustmetobabysitthe

twinsalone,theycanbehandfulattimesthough.

Especiallywhentheybothstartcrying...



SETHU

IendedupgettingaJobagainasaNurse,Iamina

relationshipwithsomeoneelsesincethingsdidn't

workoutbetweenMarcoandI..

Lifeseemstobepickinguponmyside,andIamin

communicationbetweenNongceboandSandisiwe

anymore..Ilikeitthatway,it'sgoodthatway...To

keepthepeacebetweenallofus...

NONGCEBO

lindo:Younext

Igotupfromthechairandapproachedtheadmin.

Therewasabigburnerwiththewords"Schoolof

Medicine&Pharmacology"

Iwillwalkoutofher,registeredtodoadegreein

medicine&surgery..



Ifyoutoldmeayearagothatmylifewouldendup

thisway,Iwouldhavedenied.Afterthestruggles

andabusefromMakhathini,tosufferingabusein

Kelso'shandstoo.Ithoughtmylifewasover,I

thoughtthishappinesswasnevergoingtovisitme.

Ithoughtaftertwofailedtoxicrelationships,good

mendidn'texistanymore.ThenMarcocamemy

way,mytwinscamemyway.Igotmyredemption,

onlybecauseIdidn'tgiveuponlife.Andlifedidn't

giveuponmetoo..

Ihandedmyapplicationtotheadminwithasmile..

BANZA

DoIregretwhatIdid?NoIdon't.IfIdidn'tgetridof

Makhathini,Nongcebowouldn'tbewheresheis

today.Fortheveryfirsttime,I'veneverseenherthis

happy.She'strulyhappynolieandthat'sallIever

wantedfromher..



Tothinkthatwewouldbestepsiblingsnow?Who

would'vethoughtthat?Ireallythoughtthatwe

wouldhitifoff.AtsomepointIthoughtwewere

goingtodate,afterMakhathiniIthoughtshewas

goingtobemine.Idon'tregretusnotdating,Manto

isanamazingwoman.WhenIwalkoutofhere

today,I'llmakesurethatIneverputherthrough

somethinglikethiseveragain.Shedoesn'tdeserve

it,she'saveryimportantpersoninmyliferightnow

andIloveher..

SOLE

Dr:Yourscanseemsfine,notumor

Me:Thankyou

Dr:Anyheadaches?

Me:No..Notanymore

AfewyearsagoIvolunteeredforateststudy.They

wantedtoimplantforeigntissuesintheirsubjects,



justatthebaseofthehippocampustoseeifitwill

improvetheirintelligence.Outofallthetest

subjects,thesurgerywassuccessfultoonlytwo

subjects.Myselfandtolearnlateronthattheother

subjectwas"Modrid".Nowonderhewasableto

challengemeintellectually.

Aslongastheimplantgivesmenoproblems,I'm

stillkeepingit.Myphonebeepeditwasamessage

fromScorpion:

"Wemeetinguplaterontodiscusstheheist,I'lltext

Kelsotoo".Yeswestilldoheistsbutwenolonger

provoketheItalianstostayawayfromtrouble.

Heistsistheonlywayforustosurvive..

SANDISIWE

Me:Wowthebookdidwell

Assistant:300copiessold

Me:ForafirsttimershedidverywellI'mproud

Assistant:It'simpressive



Me:Pleaseplanthebooklaunchfornextweekend

Assistant:I'llgetonitnow..ShouldIbringyou

coffee?

Me:Nothankyou..I'mstillfine

Assistant:YesMam'

ShewalkedoutandIstartedspinninginmychair..

ThisiswhatIhavealwayswanted,tobemyown

woman.Whosaidit'snotpossible?Everythingis

possible.Ifyoubelieveinsomething,standforit..

RACHEL

AfterKhumaloleft,IbatheSli.Shelookedvery

muchlikeourSli,ourSliwhopassedon

Me:Thereyougobaby

ThiscomingSaturdayI'llbeattendingmyex

husband'sfuneral.Hecouldn'ttakeitanymore,he

decidedtokillhimself.

Whatashame,whatagreatshame..



MODRID

Wewereusheredin,thenwetookoutseats.Ifixed

myhat,InolongergobyModridMartinez.I

changedmyname,Ichangedmywholeidentity..

ThismorningtheywereputtingAndretodeathwith

lethalinjections.ThegreatAndreMartinezwas

finallymeetinghismakertoday.Itwasoverforhim,

nowtheDLhasanewmember.Marco..Itookoff

myhatandsmiledastheybroughthimin.Theysat

himonthechairandstrappedhim..

Me:Arrivedercifratello(GoodbyeBrother)

MARCO

Ireadthenewspaper,Andremadethefrontpage.

Hewasgoingtodiefarawayfromhome,ina



countrythathelpedbringabouthisdemise.Afterall,

Andrewastouchable.

Iheardthedoorbellring,itwasprobablyKelso..I

wenttoopen..

Kelso:Marco

Me:Kelso

Kelso:I'mhereformyDaughter

Me:Comein

Hewalkedin..

Me:I'llgethim

Imademywayupstairs..

Kelso:Hey

Ilookedathim..

Kelso:Thankyou

Me:Forwhat?

Kelso:It'snoteasylovinganotherman'schild.I

knowNosiissafewithyouIdon'thavetolieawake

atnightwonderingifshe'ssafe..Icommendyoufor



that

Inodded...

Me:Yousee,wedon'thavetohateeachotherafter

all

Kelso:Iguessso

Me:I'llgether

***********THEEND

SPONSORS

PLEASENOTETHATTHEENDINGOFTHESTORY

WON'TAFFECTYOURADVERTISMENTS,THE

ADVERTISEMENTSWILLSTILLCARRYTHROUGH

BECAUSEOFSIBA.

Pleasebeonthelookoutforthereleasedateofour

nextstory"Agatha".Thestorywillbewrittenhere



onFacebookandVisionarywritings.

THANKYOUVERYMUCH


