
Nomvelo

PROLOGUE

Theairwassuffocatingeventhougheveryone

intheroom hadthesameproblem asme.Ifelt

likemyclothesdidn'thidemynakedness

enough,apartofmybrainconvincedmethat

theycouldseemyshameunderneathwhatI

waswearing.Whenmyturnfinallycame,all

eyeswereonmeHelldare!Idon'tevenknow

whytheyholdthesemeetingsIfindthem

uselesstheyhelpnoone.

Ididn'twanttostandupbutIwasforcedtoo

afterallit'stradition,whenthenextpersonis

donetalkingthenextpersonhastostandup

andsaysomethingtoo.Theweaknessinmy

souldraggeddownmyphysicalbeingfrom

standingupbutIhadtoo,Ihadtofindthe

strengthtofaceallthesepeopleandsharemy

shame.Atleasttheydon'tknowmeorelsethis

could'vebeenmoredifficult.Itwasveryquiet



onlytheireyesraisedalotofquestionswithout

theirmouthsevenutteringaword,Ialsofeltlike

IwasbeingjudgedbeforeIevengotachance

totellmystory..

Me:Mynameis..MynameisNomvelo

Afewminutespassedandtheysaidnothing.

Iwould'vebeenmorecomfortablewithabitof

encouragementsomethinglike"HelloMvelo"

isn'tthatwhattheysupposedtosay?Orthe

moviesexaggeratedasalways?

Me:Iam..

Ilookedatmyhandstrembling,thiswashard

forme..

Senzeni:TakeyourtimeSisi

Sheistheonewhorunsthesemeetings.From

herFacebookpageherfollowersseemedtobe

happywithher,shewaslikeMosesleading

them tothepromisedlandorMotherTheresa



givingthem innerpeace.Itookadeepbreath

andmyeyeswonderedaround,Isawhim

standingatthedoor.Hehadhisarmsfolded

andwasleaningagainstthedoorframelooking

atme.HowdidheknowIwashere?Whyishe

here?Isheheretomakemefeelmore

ashamed?Isheheretojudgeme?Iam already

downIdon'tneedhim puttingmemoreand

moredown

Senzeni:Takeanotherdeepbreathandrelaxwe

arehereforyou,we'renotgoinganywhere

Shecould'vemadeagoodpsychologist..

IdidasIwastold,Itookanotherdeepbreath

butitdidn'tmakethesituationanybetter.

Instead,itmadememoreparanoid..

Me:Mynameis..Iam..I..Am Nomv..

Didn'tIsaythatalready?Idon'tthinkIwannabe

hereanymoreifIsayanotherwordI'm goingto

dropdeadanddierighthereinfrontofeveryone.



It'sgoingtobetheendofme..Alotwasgoing

throughmymindbutthebestthingtodoright

nowwastowalkout,walkawayfrom this

suffocatingsituationandsavemyselfthe

embarrassment..

Ididn'tevenapologizenorlookedatanyoneI

walkedoutoftherefasterthanIcouldletmy

breathout.Finally!Abreathoffreshair,Icould

feelthebreezeagainstmyskinthat'sallthatI

neededabreathoffreshair..

Him:Nomvelo!

Istopped,hisvoicecarriedsoomuchauthority.

Iwasstrugglingtobreath,hispresencehas

alwaysbeenunsettling.Iturnedaroundand

lookedathim,hemadehiswaytome.Stop

rightthere!Don'tgettooclose,it'salmostasif

likeheheardme.Hestoppedabitfarfrom me

withhishandsburieddeepinsidehispocketsa

habitofhis,Helookeddifferentwithouthis

clericalcollar.Ihadalotburiedinside,there'sa



lotIwannasaybutbesteadyVeloafterallheis

thesanctifiedone..

Hedidn'tsayanythinghislookdidmoreofthe

talkingthanhislips..

Me:It'sveryhard..Ithasbeenhard

Hewastorturingmewithhissilence,atleast

saysomethingdammit!Tellmethatmypainis

anexcuseformyunholydeeds.Heisprobably

waitingtotellmethatI'm goingtohellain'tthat

whattheytellpeopleatchurch?Ain'tthatwhat

theypreach?Ain'tthatwhattheytellsinners

andthebroken,insteadofcomfortingthem?

Theytellthem thatthelakeoffireisawaiting

them weretheygoingtospendalleternity..

Me:IknowthatI'm goingtohell

Ishruggedmyshouldersindefeat..

Me:IknowthatI'm notworthytobeinyour

presencerightnow



Hemighthavealottosaybutthehumaninhim

probablydoesn'tallowhim too,sohedoeshave

ahumanheartafterall?

Me:Youknowwhat?Juststayawayfrom me

Iturnedandwalkedawaywhileunzippingmy

bag,Iburiedmyhanddeepinsidetryingtofind

mycarkeysinthatpileofunnecessarythings.

Him:I'm humantoo

Didhehavetospeak?Couldn'thekeepquiet

andletmeleaveinpeace?Ididn'twannafeel

thegroundtremblingundermyfeetatthe

soundofhisvoice..

Him:Younottheonlyonewholosthim,Ilost

him too.HaveyouthoughtabouthowIfeel?

Iwantedtotrusthisstatementbutitwas

difficult,Imeanhenevershedatearnor

showedanyemotionallhedidwastoprayand

readhisbible.Myeyesstartedburning,my

lowerliptrembledandmyvisionbecameblurry..



Me:Thentellhim..

Iclearedmythroatsothathecouldhearme

loudandclear..

Me:YoutellyourGodtobringhim back

Him:Velo..

Me:Untilthen..Stayawayfrom me!Youcould

healanyonebutyoufailedtohealhim!..Stay

awayfrom me,beforeItakeyoutohellwithme!

IwipedmytearsasIwalkedawayfrom him.

..

MYNAMEISNOMVELOANDTHISISOUR

STORY
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AFEW YEARSEARLIER

Nomsa:Howaboutthisone?

Ilookedatthepairofskinnyjeansthatshewas



holdingandtheyweretoobasicforme,totally

notmystyle.NotsomethingIwouldweareven

onanormalboringdayathome..

Me:No

Shewentforanotherone..

Nomsa:Well..Whataboutthisone?

Irolledmyeyesbecauseshewasstartingto

irritatemenow,Idon'tevenknowwhyshewas

here.

Nomsa:Theyniceclothesjustabitpricy

Me:It'snotlikeyoutheonepayingforthe

clothesthatI'm goingtogetsoIdon'tknow

whyyoucomplaining

Sheletgoofthejeans..

Nomsa:YaziVeloI'm reallytryinghere,thiswas

supposedtobeourqualitytimespenttogether

Me:Itwouldbeaqualitytimeifyouwere

actuallymyMother!Younothingtomeother



thanmyUnclesWife!

Therewasalongpausebetweenthebothofus

aftermystatement..

Nomsa:IthinkIshouldgoandwaitinthecar,

Youwillcomewhenyoudone..

Me:Finallyshegivesmeabreather!!!!

(Silence)

Nomsa:YouknowVelooneda...

Me:Ithoughtthatyouwereleaving

Astateofdisappointmentoverwhelmedher,

shewalkedawayleavingmetocontinuewith

myshoppingpeacefully..

Readingthatportionofmystorymightalready

giveyouaslightpictureofthepersonthatIam,

Youwouldbeexactlythatpersontooifyou

wereinmyshoes.Beingtreatedasiflikethe

worldrevolvesaroundyou,youtendtohave

lessregardofthepeoplearoundyouthosewho



arebelowyourstandards.Letmetellyouabit

aboutmyselfandmyfamily..

Idon'treallyhaveaclearmemoryofmyparents,

IonlyknowwhatmyMaternalUncleand

Grandmothertoldme.IwastoldthatIcame

from averywarm homeandIwasbornto

lovingParents,untilanunfortunateeventfellon

uswhenIwasjust4yearsold.MyParents

weren'trichbuttheywerecontentwithwhat

theyhad,Mom wasamanageratAckermans

andDadwasagroundsmanworkingatour

localhospital.Theyoccupieda4room house

thatmyFatherinheritedfrom hisParentsasthe

onlychildwhentheydied,MyMotherbecame

thewomanofthehouseaftermyfatherhad

paidLobolaforher.Lifewasn'tperfectbutit

wasbeautifulsoIheard,untilmyFatherstarted

gamblingforwhateverreason.Thelittlethathe

wonencouragedhim togobackmoreandmore

untilhebecameaddicted..



Hiswholepaywouldgotogamblingandata

certainpointhelosteverythingthere,thathe

startedsellingourfurnitureandwentasfaras

abusingmyMotherfinanciallyastogetdimeto

feedoffhisaddiction.MyMotherstayedfora

whilehopingthathewouldchangebuthejust

sankdeeperanddeeperuntilhebecamevery

stressedthathebecameanalcoholic,then

that'swheneverythingwentleft.Whenmy

Motherthreatenedtoleavebecauseshehad..

hadenoughmyFatherdidtheunthinkable.That

nightwhenweweresupposedtoleavehe

butcheredhertodeathwithanAxeandthen

fledthescene,leavingherthereonthefloor

lyinginherpoolofblood.MyUncletoldmethat

noonesuspectedanyfoulbehaviorseeingthat

wewereanalmostperfectfamilyuntildays

passedandneighboursdidn'tseeanyactivity

from ourhousethentheydecidedtoinvestigate

whatwashappening.Whentheycametocheck

theyfoundmesittingnexttomyMother's



lifelessbody,theysaidIwasseverely

traumatizedthatIneededpsychiatric

intervention.ThestatethatmyMom wasin

cannotevenbeputtowords..

Afterafewmonthsofwhathappenedmyuncle

adoptedmesincehecouldn'thavechildrenof

hisown,heoftensaidthathehadproblems

withhisreproductivesystem andonlyleaves

themattertherewithoutexplainingfurtheron

whatcausedit.MyGrandmotherwouldoften

saythatIbecamehisluckycharm because

afterhehadadoptedmesuccessremembered

him.Todayheownsmorethan30taxis,hehas

twobutcheries,sharesatsomecompanyand

stillventuringinexpandinghisbusinesses.He

isaverysuccessfulindividual.Ithoughtthatas

timewentonhewouldadoptbuthedidn't,he

oncehintedthathewouldfailtoloveachild

thatholdsnorelationtohim whatsoever

thereforeIremaintheonlychild.MyUnclewas



marriedbeforebutdivorcedwhenhisfirstwife

andIweren'tseeingeyetoeye,thenwhenIwas

16hemarriedagain,hemarriedawoman

namedNomsa.Theydon'thavekidsoftheir

ownbutNomsahasaSonandaDaughterfrom

herpreviousrelationship,theystayingwithher

MotherasmyUnclewantsnothingtodowith

them sincetheynothiskids..

_

SBONISO

MyphoneranganditwasmyMom..

Me:Hello?

Her:Niso

Me:Ya?

Her:Sowukuphimanje?(Whereareyounow)

Me:Iam waitingatthegate,Only5minleftuntil

theyletusin.Wenaukuphi?(Whereareyou)

Her:Eish..Istillhavetoattendameetingyama



homecell,churchcameoutearlymaranjeyile

meetingezongibambezela(themeetingis

goingtodelayme)

Me:That'sbad

Her:IfIdon'tmakeit..SendmylovetoMa

Me:Iwill

Her:Bye

Me:Bye

MynameisSbonisoKhuzwayo,Iam 24years

old.IcurrentlylivewithmyMotherandmy

Grandmother.IhaveanolderBrotherSnazo

whoisneverhome,hechosetheeasywayout

oflifethatalwayslandshim intotroublemaking

him notkeenonstayinginoneplaceforalong

time.WenotaveryrichfamilymyMotherwasa

liveinmaidbutshewasforcedtoquitherjob

whenmyGrandmother'smentalillnessstarted,

sincetherewasnooneelsetocareforher.We

havenootherincomeotherthanmy



Grandmother'smonthlypensionmoney,we

survivingonthatsinceI'm notworkingitcovers

ourgrocerymostandelectricity.I'm currently

doingmylastyearintheeducationfield,I'm

completingmyDiplomainGradeRteaching,at

Lyceum College.Iam usingNsfasandItravel

everydaybytrain.Isellweed,cigarettesanddo

otherform ofthingstogetmoneyfor

transportationandothernecessities.Doing

teachingwasnotmyhighestcallingbutthen

againIneededacareerfieldthatcanprovide

mewithaJobaftergraduation,Ican'taffordto

stayathomewithaqualificationespecially

consideringthestatethatwein.Unemployment

isnotreallyanoption.MyBrotherSnazoused

tohelparoundalotbutwehaven'tseennor

heardfrom him foralmost5yearsnow.At

hometheydon'tknowthatIsellweed,Icome

from aseriousreligiousbackgroundmyMom

andGrandmothertheylivefortheLordand

nothingmorehearingthatIsellweedwouldbe



anabomination..

TheyfinallyopenedthegateandletusinI

mademywaytothepsychiatricward.My

Grandmotherclaimstoseethings,things

beyondhumanunderstandingandthingsthat

aren'tphysical.Thelast"vision"thatshehad

endedupinaseizureandthat'showshewas

admitted.Shecould'vestayedinanormalward

butthingsthatshetalksaboutarethereason

whytheHospitalhasfoundhermentalunstable

withpsychoticepisodes,totallyunnecessary.I

knowmyGrandmotherandthoughsheloses

touchwithrealitymoreoftenthananormal

personwould,sheisnotamentalcase..

Ilookedforhereverywhereuntiltheytoldme

thatshe'soutside,baskingatthesunwitha

friend.IndeedIfoundhersittingoutsideofthe

wardwithafriend,buttheywerekeptunder

strictsupervision..

Me:Ma..



Wecallher"Ma"becausesheraisedmeand

SnazowhilemyMotherwasworkingabitfar

from home,whenshewasstillaliveinMaid..

Her:Nisomyboy

Igreetedthefriendtoo.Ibroughthernothing

butfruitsandajuice,businesshasn'tbeen

boominglatelythat'sallIcouldaffordfornow.

Shelookedatherfriend.

Her:Umzukuluwam'(ThisismyGrandson)

Friend:Kunjanimzukulu?(howareyou

Grandson)

Me:Ngiyaphila(Iam well)

Thefriendgotup..

Her:Letmegoinside..MhlambenamiImight

haveavisitor

Shewalkedinsideandleftusthere..

Her:Kunjani?(Howareyou)



Me:Ishouldbeaskingyouthat

Her:BythegraceofGodIam well..Iam

surviving

Ilookeddown.Iam notreligious,especially

afterI'veseenhowreligionhasenslavedmy

familyturningmyGrandmotherinsane..

Her:UphiuGugu?(WhereisGugu)

Me:SheisstillatChurch,shementionedthat

theydelayedthem becauseofahomecell

meeting

Her:Iunderstand..ShewillComeTomorrow

Me:Ibroughtyouthese

Ihandedthem toher..

Her:Thankyou..Godblessyou

Shetookthem..

(Silence)

Her:Snazohasn'tmadecontact?



Me:It'sbeenalmost5yearsnowMa,Snazowill

notmakecontact

Her:Ungabinjalo(don'tbelikethat)

Me:Whatyouexpectmetosay?

Istilldon'tunderstandherundyingloveformy

Brother,shehasalwaysprayedforhim,fasted

andwhatnotbutSnazokeptongettingworse

andworse.

Her:YouknowwhatIhave?Ihavefaithand

faithisallIneedtobelievethatSnazowill

changehiswaysoneday..TheGodIservehas

neverdisappointedme,IservethesameGod

whowaswithJosephthroughoutevenafterhis

Brothershadsoldhim.ThesameGodwho

madehim Governorafterhehadbeenfalsely

accusedof..

Me:Maplease..Thesethingsyoutalkaboutare

thesamethingsthatendedyouuphereifyou

keepthisupyounevercominghome!!



Shesmiledandglanceddownatthefruits..

Her:Howisthepainonyourchest?

Me:Howdidyouknow?

Her:IcanseetheswordofAngerplungedin

yourchest,youbleedinginternallythat'swhyat

nightyoualwayswokenupbythesamepainin

yourchest

Ilookedather..

Me:Gugutoldyouaboutthatright?

Her:NoonetoldmeNisoIcansee..

Me:MaybeIshouldgo

Her:YouhavealwaysbeenstubbornIguess

youtakethatfrom yourMother

MyMotherhasneverbeenopenaboutmy

Father,whenIaskhershelosesit!Judging

from howSnazoandIlook"Mixedrace"there's

adeepertruththatmyMotherandmy

Grandmotheraren'ttellingus..



Istoodup..

Me:ByeMa

Her:GowellSon,mayyoualwaysbeunder

God'sgraceandprotection

Ishookmyheadandwalkedout..

.

Tobecontinued
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Fashionhasalwaysbeenadiverseandpopular

style.Ittrendsinthelinesofclothing,footwear,

lifestyle,accessories,makeup,andhairstyles

justtonameafew.Ihavealwaystakenan

interestinthedesignpartofit,clothesthatI

wearmostofthem Ihavedesignedmyselfand

mymaingoalistobeaverywellrecognized

fashiondesignerforhighprofileandrich

individualsglobally.Iwishnottobebased



overseasIwannaattainmysuccesssolelyin

Africa,Ithinkthestatesalreadyhave

successfulFashiondesignersalready.Thelikes

ofMichaelKors,HubertdeGivenchy,Alexander

McQueen,RalphLaurenandawholelotmore.I

am currentlydoingmyfirstyearinFashion

designatOakfieldsCollege,Iam studyingat

theCampusinPretoriasincewenowresideat

Pretoriawest.WeusedtoliveatJohannesburg

butmovedforsafetyreasons,therewasoncea

taxigunviolenceandmyUnclebeingthemost

dominatingtaxiownerourliveswereindanger,

sowehadtomove.ReasonwhyIwasdelayed,I

wassupposedtohavestartedtertiarywhenI

was19yearsoldnowI'm 21..

IchoseOakfieldscollegebecauseattheendof

eachyearasafashionstudent,youwill

showcaseyourgarmentsinafashionshow

heldinthepresenceofindustryprofessionals

andpeers.Youwilldesignandmakevarious



garmentsincludingskirts,dresses,shirts,pants,

eveningwearandweddingdresses.Providedif

yourfinalresultsandsketchesareimpressive.

MyUnclehaslittlehopeonmychoiceofcareer,

tohim Ishould'vebeenaDr,Nurse,youknow

thoseprofessions.Iwanttoprovetohim thatI

am actuallydoingsomethingthathashopeand

success.Iwanttoshowhim thathismoney

won'tgoinvain.Thecourseisonlyfortwo

yearsandI'm comfortablewiththat,assoonas

IgetmycertificateIwannaworkataboutique

gainmoreexperienceandexposurebefore

startingmyowncompany..

ThismorningIwaslate,Iwas30minlateformy

morningclass.Iwillhavetoskipit,becauseby

thetimeIgettheretheywillbeout.Ithrewmy

bagonthechair,Nomsawasstandingatthe

stovecookingoats.Sheturnedandlookedat

Me..

Her:Goodmorning



Me:Morning

Her:Kunjani?(howareyou)

Me:I'm wellbutverylate

Her:Yayouverylatebythistimeyoualready

ou..

Me:TellmesomethingIdon'tknowNomsa

Her:Veloyou21yearsold,whendoyouthink

youwilleverletgoofthisdisrespectthatyou

haveforyourelders?

Irolledmyeyesasthekitchendooropened,my

UncleandhislapdogDangerwalkedin.Danger

hasbeenmyUncle'srighthandmanforaslong

asIcanremember,heisnotamanofmany

wordstoo..

Uncle:Morning..Morning

TheycallmyUncleJ.J,hisfullnameis

Jameson..

Nomsa:Morning



Me:MorningIhavetobeonmyway..I'm late

Itookmybag..

IwalkedtothedoorkissingmyUncleonthe

cheekbeforewalkingout..

Him:EnjoyyourdayDodo..

Me:Youtoo

Imademywayouttomycar,IdriveaChevrolet

spark.Myuncleboughtmethecarlastyear..

_

SNAZO

Itwasrefreshingtobreathfreshair,tohavethe

sunfullyshinerightonmyface.Hearthesound

ofcarsthoughtheywereabitfaraway,hearing

thegatesclosebehindmeknowingthatthey

notclosingmeinside.Ilookedupandthen

closedmyeyestryingtofeelthebeautyofmy

freedom..

"Angibeyimanofthematchandholdthebigger



cheque,phand'ivikaS'krapesil'faseZ'hlala

zishaEntlek"

Ilookedathim,hewasleaningagainsttheCiti

golf,playingthesongabitloud.Imademyway

tohim andweexchangedgreetingsthroughour

Gangsterhandshake..

Him:BebathiniNjayam'?Bebacabangaukuthi

angekeuphume,ubalayilemzawam'(What

weretheysaying?Theythoughtyouwouldn't

getout)

Me:"Bebang'robhamangithing'checkaiScore

line(theyframedme)Bang'sabotager

batheng'urefereebutit'salright(theysabotaged

mycasebybuyingajudge)"

Hejoinedin..

Him:Kantiabaziukuthisinamalines(theydidn't

knowwehadalliances)ak'phakam'iflagba

offside(let'sraisetheflagtheynowoffside)

Westarteddancing...



Him:"KhululekaiT.Sishay'enyeiSubstitute,

ifakelentwanaedlalangamaaneattitude"

Me:"Idl'ingomangeslidingtacklebesekhala

abo-ahhchuu,Baphumangestretchegame-ini

masekukhalaibhathu"

Welaughedanddidthehandshakeagainthen

wegotinthecar.Afewyearsagowewere

dealingwithgold,wehadsomeonewhohelda

highpositionattheminewhohelpedustoget

accesstothegold.Wasn'teasysincesecurity

wastightbutwealwaysmadeawayuntilthe

bastardwascaughtandheframedme,Iwas

meanttodomorethan5yearsbutsomehowI

got5years.Servingmysentencewasthe

hardestontopofthatIcouldn'tlivewiththefact

thatIhaddisappointedmyfamily..

Me:umtholile?(didyoufindhim)

Heshookhishead..

Shinehasalwaysbeenmyboy,hehasbeen



truetomeineverypossiblewaysincefrom day

one..

Him:Sizoytholalebhariungapheliumoyabozza

(wewillgetthatfool,don'tgiveupnow)

Noonechoosestowakeupandbeathug,

beingapersonwhonevercompletedhigh

schoolandcomingfrom afinancial

disadvantagedbackgroundIhadtodowhat

wasnecessarytoprovideformyfamily.Though

myGrandmotherneveracceptedmymoney

sayingit'snotcleanbutmyMotherandMy

Brotherwereforcedtoo..

Me:InjaniiNtwanayam'?(howismyBrother)

Shine:LeyakiniuyayaziJoe,uncwadile(you

knowyourBrotherheisverysmart)

Me:SohemadedifferentchoicesthanIdid?

Shine:Uyenzalezintozakhonazamadiploma

(heisdoingadiploma)



Me:That'smyboy

Heclearedhisthroat..

Him:Mara..(but)

Me:Ismoko?(what'stheproblem)

Him:uphushaiSmokolo(heissellingweed)

Ilookedathim..

Me:Awuyikhipheleesidini(pullover)

Him:Sure

Hepulledover..

Igotoutandmademywaytohisside,Iopened

thedoorandpulledhim out.Ipunchedhim

twiceandthenhepushedme..Hespatblood

ontheground..

Him:andthennou?

Me:Intwanayam'izeiphusheiSmokolowena

bowukuphi?(wherewereyouthatmyBrother

resultedintosellingweed)



Ikickedhim onhiscrotch..

Him:Ahhhhhhhhhh(Screaming)

Ispatonthegroundandputmyhoodyhatover

mycap..

Me:Nx!!Ngizoy'reva!(I'lldrive)

Ipushedhim andthengotinthedriver'sseat..

_

SBONISO

Me:Ta(thanks)

There'safewstudentsandotherguyswhobuy

myweedearlyinthemorningatthetrain

station.Thetrainisusuallyhereat06:45,Today

itdelayeditwas07:00am already.Iam from a

verypopulartownshipcalledTsakane,Itravel

everydaytoschoolbytrain.Mycollegeisat

Pretoria(Lecyum college).Iusuallytakethe

traininthemorningthenIcomebackwitha

taxi..



IhavealreadymadeR150thismorning,atleast

I'llbeabletogettoschoolandcomeback,I'll

evenhavechangetobuymyselflunch.Thetrain

finallyarrivedandwemadeourwayin,IhadMy

Nikeybackpack,itwasfakeifyouwondering.

Aswetookoffthecopsinvadedthetrainmy

heartstopped,Ihavealotofweedinmyback

packthatcangetmeintoserioustrouble,Ikept

mycomposureandoneofthem stoodright

infrontofme.Ilookedupathim..

Him:Uyaemsebenzini?(areyougoingtowork)

Ishookmyheadno..

Me:I'm goingtoschool

Helookedatmeforawhileandthenwalked

away..

Iwasabletobreathafterthat,thatwasvery

close..

.



Tobecontinued
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Ithinktheword"Late"shouldbemymiddle

name,IhadmissedmyfirstclassandnowI

was10minlateformysecondone.Ididn't

expecttocomeacrosstraffic,itreallyateout

thelittletimeIhad.Iam notamorningPerson

andIgetworsewhenIhaddrankthenight

before,lastnightIhadanightoutwithmygirls

hadafewcocktailsandcamebackhomepretty

muchlate.ThethingsisIdon'tgettoseemy

highschoolgirlsthatmuchsinceImovedfrom

Johannesburgsowheneverweplantomeetup

Ihavetotagalongbecauseonlyheavenknows

whenwegonnaseeeachotheragain.Iwalked

inandeveryonewaswalkingaround,itwas

morelikeanantmodegoingon.Idon'tblame



them seeingthatit'sgoingtobethebiggest

weekforus,wehaveahugetaskawaitingus.

Thisistheturningpointofourcourse,thisis

whatwecameherefor.3monthsoftheoryand

nowit'sjustsketchesanddesign,sketchesand

design..

MsWright:Well..Well..Lookwhatthecat

draggedin?

Shemadeherwaytome,inthosedenim shorts

andkneehighheelboots.Shefoldedherarms

andlookedatme..

Me:I'm sorryMsWright

Her:YounotholdingmebackI'm unaffected,

youholdingyoubackandyourteam back!

Ilookedaroundagain..

Her:Theyonstation8

Imademywaytothem..

Me:GuysI'm reallysorry



ToriandAmandlahavebeenmycliquesince

from dayone,theycurrentlytheonlyfriendsI

havearoundhereandImeanthatnotonlyat

schoolbutingeneral.Toriisourwhitegay

friend,heisveryjolly,fun,freespiritedbuthe

canstingifyourubhim offthewrongway.

Power:Yourapologywon'thelpusmuch

Amandla'snicknameis"Power"don'tknowhow

itcameaboutbutIlikeit..

Tori:Withthesebum asscoloursImightaswell

cleantoiletsatafastfoodrestaurantforaliving

Me:Whatdowehave?

Power:Lookforyourself

Me:Brown..Black..TurquoiseBlue

MsW:listenupDesigners!!Younowhaveyour

materialstartsketching,startsharingideas.

Rememberyoucreatinganoutfitforsummer,

makeallthosecolourspop!Quiteeasyright?



MsWrightisBritish,shewasmarriedtoavery

richSouthAfricanguybuttheydivorcedlast

yearandshepocketedalotfrom thedivorce

becauseshehasaclothingstore..

Power:Thisdoesnotspellout"Summer"

Tori:Biatchwemightaswelldesignacute

outfitforafuneral

Me:Biatchescomeon!Wecandothishey!We

canmakethiswork

Tori:Blackinsummerismadhot,wenot

planingaheatstrokedeathnowarewe?

Power:NexttimeIam goingwithadifferent

crewyallaretripping!

Tori:Sheistripping!!Don'tputmeinthesame

categorywithfailureandbeinglate

IknowthatToriandPoweraremadeatmebut

wewillhavetomakethiswork,thoughwewere

thelasttogetthematerialbecauseIwaslate



butwewillhavetomakethiswork..

_

SNAZO

AfterdroppingoffShineathiscribIdrovetomy

place,hedoesn'tlivefarfrom me.Helives4

streetsawayfrom mine.Iparkedthecarnextto

myhouseandremainedinsideforawhile,Iam

notaPersonwhotakesintoomuchwhenit

comestoemotionsbuthereIwasfinding

myselfverynervous.Ihavedisappointedmy

Familymorethanonce,thetearsmyMother

criedtheendlessprayersthatmyGrandmother

saidformeandattheendIsurprisedthem with

moreandmoredisappointments.Iletoutasigh

andthengotoutofthecar,notmuchhas

changed.EverythingisstillashowIremember

itexceptforafewhousesbeingrenovated.I

mademywayinandwenttotheback,my

outsideroom waslocked.Isawabitofdustat

thedoorstep.Iwenttothekitchendoorand



tookadeepbreathasmyhandheldthedoor

handle,fearkickedin..

Iturnedthedoorhandleandopenedthedoor,I

waswelcomedbysomeonehumming.Itwas

Gugu..

Iclosedthedoorandstoodthere..

Her:YouhomeearlytodayNiso

Ididn'tsayanything..

Sheturnedaroundwithamuginherhandandit

slippedassoonasshesawme.Webothstood

therelookingateachothernotsayinganything,

againwhatdoyousaytosomeonethatyou

haven'tseenfor5years?

Her:Sn..Snazo?

Me:Yeahit'sMe

Afewsecondspassedwithoutanyonesayinga

word..

Her:Wha..Whe..Ithoughtthat..



Me:I'm..I'm goodng'grand

Her:ubukuphisonkeles'khathi?(Wherewere

you)

Me:Iwas..Beng'seDanyanya(Iwasinjail)

Her:Snazowhyyounevercalled?

Me:Ididn'twanttoworryyouguys

Her:Youdidn'twanttoworryus?So

disappearingfor5yearswasn'tworrisome?The

sleeplessnightswehad?Notknowingukuthi

kwenzakalaningawe

Me:HadekeGugu(Sorry)

(Silence)

Her:Unjanikodwa?(Howareyouthough)we

hearalotofhorrorstoriesaboutjail

Me:Ngisharp,Imadeitoutinoncepiece

Her:Uzohambafuthi?(Areyougoingtoleave

again)



Me:NoI'm notgoinganywherethistime..I

promise

Her:Iwasmakingteaandbread..Wouldyou

likesome?

Me:YabutfirstIwannaseemyroom

Her:I'llgetthekey

Shemadeherwaytothebedroom..

Her:WelcomehomeSnazo

_

SBONISO

Istoodatthedoorandlookedather,she

seemedveryoccupiedtoday.Shewasfully

concentratingonthatpaperinfrontofher,she

hadcompletelyshutouttheworld.Iwalkedin

andclosedthedoor,that'swhenshelookedup

andsawme.Imademywaytoherdesk..

Me:Eyy



Her:Hey

Iwentallaroundtoherandplacedmyhandson

hershoulders,Ileanedoverandkissedheron

herneck..

Me:Howareyou?

Her:I'm okay

Ikissedheragainandsuckedherabitthis

time..

Me:Youjustokay?

Shenodded..

Myotherhandsanklowertohercleavage,I

squeezedherrightbreastwhilestillsuckingher

onherneck..

Me:Wannatakeabreak?

Her:NoIhavetofinishuphere

Me:YouhaveneversaidNotome?

Shekeptquiet.Istoodupstraightandturned



thechairsothatshecouldfaceme..

Me:What'swrong?

Shekeptquietbutmystarepiercedthroughher

skin..

Her:Youweresupposedtocometomyplace

thisweekendandyoudidn't,youdidn'tevencall

Isighed..

Me:AboutthatIwasheldupwithsomething

Her:Orheldupbysomeone?

Connieisalecturerforfirstyearstudents,she

wasmylecturertoowhenIwasdoingmyfirst

year.Sheismarriedtoasoldierwhoishardly

aroundandoutoflonelinessourrelationship

started.Atfirstitwasjustaharmlessstudent

andlecturerrelationship,shewouldhintona

dailybasisthatI'm veryhandsomeandflirtwith

meuntilwegaveitatry.Itwassupposedtobe

anostringsattachedtypeofthingbutlately



shehasbeencatchingfeelings.Icansayit'sa

beneficialrelationship,Shehelpsmeout

financiallyandIsatisfyherneedsandtakeher

lonelinessaway..

Her:I'm sorryIknowthatI'm notsupposedto

beclingy

Me:It'scool..IpromisedthatIwasgoingto

comeandIstoodyouup,I'm sorry

Ileanedoverandkissedheralloverherface..

Me:I'm terriblysorry

Her:Stopit(Laughing)

Me:Imeanit

Shepushedmebackabit..

Her:Wellthenmyhusbandwillbehereinno

timetobringmelunchso..

Me:Iunderstand

Her:Hecamebackthismorning



Me:Dammit!Couldn'thestayinwhatevershit

hellbushtheysenthim too?

Shelaughed..

Her:Don'tbelikethat

Me:Standup

Her:Why?

Me:Juststandup

ShestoodupandIpushedthechairaway.

Ipickedherupandplacedheronthetable..

Her:Babewecan't

Ipartedherlegsandgotinbetweenthem,I

kissedher..

Me:I'm goingtobequick

Ikissedheragainandtookoffherunderwear,I

putitinmypocket..

Me:Washetherewhenyouweregetting

dressedthismorning?



Her:Hewas

Iunbuttonedherblouseandunclipedherbra.I

kissedheronelasttime..

Me:Letmeseehowyougoingtoexplaintohim

wereyourBraandyourunderwearis

Her:What?

Isteppedback,assheputonherblouse.

Her:Nisonoplease..

Imademywayoutofheroffice..

Her:Niso!!..Seriously?

Iputthebrainmypocket,theonefrom my

jacket.

.

Tobecontinued

04

SNAZO



IwasnowhelpingGuguwiththedishes,she

waswashingIwaswipingandputtingthem in

theirrespectiveplaces.Itwasgoodtobeback

homeandI'm gladthatmyMotherwelcomed

mebackwithopenarmsnoteveryonecanbe

affordedthesamecourtesyaftertheyhadbeen

jailedfor5years,somefamiliesfindsuchas

shamingthem inthecommunity.Myfamilyhas

neverbeenonetocaremuchaboutwhat

"society"thinksorsayaboutus,Peoplewill

alwaysfindsomethingtotalkabout.It'salways

likethat..

Gugu:YourBrotherisverystubbornakafuni

uk'tshelwanex(hedoesn'twannabetold

anything)

Me:Seng'khonamanjeallthatisgoingto

change

Gugu:cuthim someslackthoughheisreally

makingusproud



Me:Heardhe'sincollege

Gugu:Yesit'shislastyear..Heisdoing

teaching

Me:Ithoughthewantedtodoengineering

Gugu:Hewantedtodosomethingthatwould

gethim ajob

Inodded..

Gugu:AreyougoingwithmetoseeMa?

Me:Iwouldrathernot

Gugu:YouareallthatshetalksaboutSnazo

Me:GuguIdon'twannagiveheraheartattack,

whenisshecominghome?

Gugu:Ithinkinthenext3daysorso

Me:Iwillseeherthen

Shelookedatme...

Me:Yini?(What)



Her:Nothing

Shedrainedthewaterandstoodatthesink

withhereyesclosed..

Me:uSharp?

Her:No..YaziIalwaysgetacramponmyleft

ankle

Ipulledachairforher..

Me:Sitdownletmesee

Shesatdown...

Icrouchedandremovedherslipper..Itwas

swollen

Me:HaveyouseenaDrbefore?

Her:Ngayiphiimali?(Withwhatmoney)

Imassagedherabitandsomethingsnapped..

Her:Awww!!

Me:Sorry



Ilethergo..

Me:Askies..Uright?

Sheputitdown..

Her:That'sstrangeIdon'tfeelpainanymore

Me:Serious?

Her:I'm deadserious..WowSnazo

Iliterallysawasmalllizardcomingofffrom her

ankle,itcameofffrom thatswollenarea.I

closedmyeyes..

Her:SeriousInolongerfeelpain,youhavea

magictouch,anditlookslike..Itlookslikethe

swellingisgoingdown

Thelizardrushedthroughthekitchenfloorand

wentunderthefridge..

Gugu:Snazo

Ilookedather..

Gugu:Areyouokay?



Me:YaI'm fine

Igotup.Thisisnotthefirsttime,It'ssomething

thatstartedlastyearinjailafterIhadattended

afewchurchservices.Iwouldrandomlysee

thingsthatotherscan'tseeandthingsthatI

can'texplain.Ihaven'ttoldanyoneaboutit,I

don'twantanyonethinkingthatI'm crazy..

Me:AthingishayeijikalaphaeMall(letmegoto

themall)Ineedafewthings

Her:OkayIwillseeyoujumpas

Me:Jumpas?Whoareyou?

Shelaughed..

Her:I'm tryingtolearnyourlanguagephelaI

don'twannabeleftbehind

Me:Careful..Youmightlearncertainwordsthat

aren'tmeantforyou

Ilookedatthefridgethinkingthatthelizard

wouldcomeoutbutitdidn't..



Me:SendmylovetoMa

Her:Iwill

Me:Doyouhavetaxifaremoney?

Her:Aren'tyousweet..YesIdohave

Me:Seeyoulaterthen

Ikissedheronhercheek..

Her:Okaybabybesafeandstayoutoftrouble

youjustgotreleased

Me:YeahIknow

_

NOMVELO

MyDaywasamess,MsWrightgaveus8/20

foroursketch.Wehaddecidedtogowithblack

shorts,aturquoisebluecropteeandwedidn't

knowweretofittheBrown.Itwasvery

embarrassingbecausewetheonlyoneswho

gotthelowestmark,ToriandPowerwerevery



madatmethattheyavoidedmeinclassuntil

break.IwassodownthatIdidn'tevenstayfor

mylastclass,atlunchtimeIdrovestraightto

myboyfriend'splace.Iam datingaguynamed

Jacione,heisasoccerplayerandhe's27years

old.Wehavebeentogethernowfor6months,

wehadmetthroughamutualfriendatsome

restaurant.

Mypreviousrelationshipdidn'tworkout

becausemyUnclewasn'thappywiththeguy

thatIwasdating,hedidn'thaveanimpressive

jobandmyUncletoldmethatifaguycannot

affordmehalfofthethingsthathebuysme,

thenheisnotworthmyLove.Hehasn'tmet

JacioneandI'm hopingthatwhenthetime

comes,hewilllikehim.Heisoriginallyfrom

Kenyabuthisfamilymoveddownherewhen

Jacionewasveryyoung,hecompletedhis

primaryandsecondaryeducationhere.He

enrolledatUniversitybutdroppedouttofollow



hispassion,helovessoccermorethananything

Iwasgladtofindhim around,heishardlyat

home.LastweekendhewasplayingsoIdidn't

seehim.Hepickedmeup,Iwrappedmylegs

aroundhiswaistandhiswereundermybutt

makingsurethatIdon'tfall..

Me:Imissedyousomuch

Him:Imissedyoutoo

Hekissedmeandthenputmedown..

Him:Ithoughtyouwouldbeatschool

Me:Youdon'twannaknow

Hispuppiesrantohim from thelounge...

Me:Yougotnewpuppies?

Him:YaIgotthem 2weeksback

Me:Theysocute..Wholooksafterthem when

younotaround?

Him:Mymom does



Me:Theyverycute

Him:Atwhattimeareyouleaving?

Me:Idon'tknowmaybeat18:00

Him:Thenwehavetimetocatchupon

everythingthatwemissedlastweekend

Hemadehiswaytome..

Him:Iguesswedo

Hekissedmeandsqueezedmybutt..

_

SBONISO

BeforegoinghomeImademywaytoConnie's

officetocheckuponher.Unfortunatelyshe

didn'tfindtheunderwearandbrajokefunny.

Her:Thatwasn'tsweet..Ihadtomakeupa

storyforhim nottocome

Isqueezedhercheekalittle..

Me:Disadvantagesofcheating



Her:Justgivemebackmythings

ShetriedreachingformybagbutIstoppedher.

Me:Notsofast..What'sinitformeIfIgive

them back?

Her:Stopplaying

Me:I'm notplaying,Ineedcompensationfor

keepingthem doyouknowhowembarrassingit

would'vebeenifsomeonefoundthem inmy

bag?

Shelaughed..

Me:Don'tlaughit'snotfunny

Her:Ididn'tsaytakethem

Ileanedoverforakissandshepushedme

back.

Her:Notatworkit'stoorisky

Me:That'swhatmakesitfun

Her:Youreallyouttoruinmylifearen'tyou?



Me:We'llbequickthenafterI'llgiveyouback

yourthingsandyoucangohometohubby

dearesthow'sthat?

Her:Idon'tknow

Ipulledhercloserandkissedher,shedidn't

resistshefollowedthrough.Idroppedmybag

onthefloorthenpickedherupandplacedher

ontopofherdeskwhilestillkissingher.She

helpedmetoremoveherblousemakingsure

thatnobuttonfallsonthefloor.Conniehasa

goodbodynottooslim andnotthickeither,

thoughshewasgiftedwhenitcomestoher

breasts.Ikissedherneckandthenwentdown

toherstomach,Iranmytonguearoundher

bellybuttonandthenIliftedherlegsuptothe

table,sothatIcouldgetabetterviewofher

shavedcookie.Shewaswearingaskirt,andI

liftedituptoherstomach.Mytonguecamein

contactwithherbeanwhilemythumbpressed

againstheralreadywethole.Shehadherhand



atthebackofmyheadandwasmoaningsoftly,

shecouldn'tkeepstill.Icontinuedwiththatuntil

Inoticedthatshewasclosetocoming,judging

from herreaction.Iwentupandkissedher..

Me:Youlikedthat?

Her:YesIdid

Wecontinuedkissingwhileshewasgrabbing

mycrotchandsqueezingmeabit..

Her:Doyouhavecondoms?

Me:Ido

IalwaysmakesurethatIgotcondomswithme.

Iwentandgotonefrom mybagandthenshe

helpedmetorollitdown.Weweren't

completelynaked,wellIwasn'tafterallit's

stolensex..

Ipartedherlegsandthenmademywayinshe

gaspedwithherhandsonmyshoulders,I

kissedhertopreventherfrom makingnoiseas



Imadetherestofmeinsideofher..

Thisisbasicallyourrelationshipsummedup,a

beneficialaffair..

.

Tobecontinued
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NOMVELO

JacioneandIhavelittletimeforeachotherwith

ourbusyschedules,especiallyonhisside.

Wheneverwehavetospendtimetogetherit's

eitherhehasamatch,anintervieworhas

trainingforhisupcomingmatches.It'sreally

drainingweekscanpasswithoutusseeing

eachother.Iwasmeanttogohomeat18:00,

butIendedupgoingat15:00becausehewas

calledHome.Mama'sboysareaheadacheat

times..

IgothomeandallIwantedtodowastorelaxor



watchmyfavouritemovie"Thedevilwears

Prada"sothatIcouldupliftmyspiritonwhat

happenedtodayatschool,butunfortunatelymy

planswereshortlivedwhenIstumbledupon

NomsaandherDaughterMpilointhelounge

watchingTv.Theyseemedtobehavingagood

time,eating,talkingandlaughing.Itwasa

seriousMotherandDaughtermoment..

Nomsa:HeyVelocomeandjoinus

Ididn'tsayanythingIjustranmyeyesaroundat

thesnacksthatwereontopofthetable..

Nomsa:Mpilocametovisit,shewillbeherefor

aweek

MpilostudiesatTUT,sheisaprivatepaying

studentIknowverywellthatit'smyUncle's

moneythat'sputtingherthroughschool.Her

Mom isabrokeasshousewife..

Me:Howsweet?IsyourSonheretoo,to

completetheperfectfamilymoment?



Mpilo:Askies?AreyoutalkingtomyMotherlike

that?

Nomsa:Myekempilo(leaveher)don'tleta

Dog'sbarkscareyou

Me:Areyoucallingmeadog?Iam sogoingto

getmyUncleonyou

Shechuckled..

Nomsa:Icannotwaitforthedaythatlifewill

humbleyou,anddon'tforgetUncleJ.Jisnot

God.Heismortal,hecandieanytime

Iremainedquiet..

Nomsa:Letusnotkeepyoufrom yourmajestic

life

SheturnedtoMpilo..

Nomsa:Whatmoviewerewesupposedto

watchagain?

Mpilo:Thisone..Monsterinlaw,oneofmy

favorites



Iwalkedawayandstoodatthedoorwaylooking

atthem..

Nomsa:Ihaveneverwatcheditbefore

Mpilo:AhhhMamayoujokingright?(Laughing)

Nomsa:Hauyiniehlekisayolapho?(what's

funnyaboutthat)

Theybothlaughed.Itwasdifficultobserving

thatmomentconsideringthefactthatmy

Motherwastakenawayfrom mewhenIwas

just4yearsold.Idon'tevenhaveanymemory

ofhernorrememberhowshelookedlikeother

thaninthepictures.Ihadtogothroughcertain

thingsalone,likehavingmyfirstperiod,my

bodychangingandafewotherthings.MyUncle

isalwaysthereformebutthere'sthingsthatI

can'ttalktohim aboutandmyGrandmotheris

old,she'slivedintheancienttimesshedoesn't

understandmodernlife.Iwentoutsideto

breathbecauseIfeltlikebeingaroundthem



wassuffocating,Iheldmytearsback.Ispotted

DangerwashingoneofmyUncle'scarsImade

mywaytohim..

Danger:Kaz'uk'hluphekakwavelaphi,

sekungathingakuthenga..Ngamalini,sengaze

ngihluphekenje(Singing)

Me:Uhm Danger

Hedroppedthespongeinthewater..

Him:Nkosazana

IcouldseethatIwasmakinghim nervous..

Me:WhereismyUncle?

Him:Usaphumile(Heisout)

Ileanedagainstthecar..

Him:Bonaimotoleyoimanzi(thecariswent)

Me:Itdoesn'tmatter

Him:ngathiawuphathekilekahle?(Youdon't

seem well)



Me:I'm fine

(Silence)

Him:WazewafananoMawakho,indoniyamanzi

(YoulookjustlikeyourMother,shewasareal

beaut)

Me:YouknewmyMother?

Hepausedforawhileandthennodded..

Him:IhaveknownyourUncleandhisfamilyfor

averylongtime

Me:ubekadeenjani?(howwasshe)

Him:Shehadabeautifulsmile,agoodheart..

Shewasfriendlywitheveryoneandwasalways

therewhenoneneededhelp

Me:IwishIhadknownher

Him:Wereyouevertoldwhathappened?

Me:ApparentlymyFatherbutcheredherto

death



Him:I'm verysorryNkosazana

Me:Youshouldn'tbe..It'snotyourfault.I'm

gladheisrottinginjail

ThegateopenedandmyUncle'scardrovein..

Me:Finally!!!..WhenyoudoneDangercanyou

alsopleasewashmycar?

Igavehim thekeys..

Him:YeboNkosazana(Yesprincess)

Heparkedrightnexttousandgotout..

Uncle:Akumelangangabeusesikolweni?(aren't

yousupposedtobeatschool)

Me:Cameoutearly

TheotherdooropenedandmyGrandmother

cameout..

Me:Duchess!!!

Iranuptoherandhuggedher..

Her:Velo



Me:Ididn'tknowthatyouwerecoming

Her:Aich..Indabazamalastminute

Uncle:Ngizoletheizikhwama(Iwillbringinthe

bags)

Atleastmymoodhaschangednow..

_

GUGU

TodayIdecidedtopassbyatthemallandbuy

myMom streetwisetwoanda100%fruitjuice

withgrapesandpears,itwasabeautifulday

andIwasverygratefulthatmySonwasbackat

homestillinonepiece..

Ma:Uyithathephiimali?(wheredidyougetthe

moneyfrom)

Me:BonganjekphelaMa(Justsaythankyou)

Shesmiled..

Ma:Thankyou



Me:Howareyouholdingup?

Ma:Iam holdingupverywell,bythegraceof

God

Me:That'sgood

Ma:NisoisnotcomingToday?

Me:Heisstillatschool

Ma:Maybeuzozalate(Maybehewillcomelater)

Me:Maybe

Ma:Hau..WhenyouwalkedinIdidn'tseeyou

limping

Me:Uhm..Ma..Ihavetotellyousomethingbut

pleasedon'tfreakout

Ma:Yini?(whatisit)

Me:uSnazo..

Ma:Whatabouthim?

Me:Don'tworrynothinghappenedtohim..Heis

back



Ma:cishewang'thusa(youalmostscaredme)

Me:Hecamebackthismorning

Ma:Godheardmycriesandmyprayers

Me:MatteroffactI'm notlimpinganymore

becauseofhim

Ma:Wenzeni?(Whatdidhedo)

Me:Hetouchedmyankleandashewasbusy

massagingme,somethingsnappedthenIwas

okay

Ma:Serious?

Me:Yait'sstillsurprisingbutheisgoodwithhis

hands

Ma:Hashe..Hashesaidanything

Me:Huh?

Ma:Anythingthat'soutoftheordinary?

Me:Likewhat?

Ma:Thingslike..Seeingthings



Me:Mawhatareyoutalkingabout?Haveyou

beentakingthemedsthattheDrprescribed?

DoyoudrinkwhentheNursesgiveyou?

Her:OfcourseIdo..ForgetIsaidanything

Me:Youhavetodrinkthemeds

Her:IknowandIam drinkingtheMeds

Me:That'sgood

IhopemyMotherpullsthrough,Shedoesn't

seem tobegettingbetter..

_

UNCLEJ.J

Me:Whatwereyoutalkingtoherabout?

Danger:Nothing..Ubecasukilenje(shewas

upset)

Me:Goodnowfinishup

Istartedwalkingaway..

Danger:UbebuzangoMawakhe(Shewas



askingaboutherMother)

Istoppedandturnedaround..

Me:Whatdidyousay?

Heshruggedhisshoulders,Imademywayto

him andputmyhandonhisneck.Ipinnedhim

againstthecar..

Me:Uthenikuye!!(whatdidyousaytoher)

Him:Nex..(nothing)

Ilethim go..

Me:ItoldyouthatIdon'twantyoutalkingtoher!

Him:Iqinisolizophumangelinyeilanga

Jameson,lizophumanobakusenkungwini(The

truthwillcomeoutoneJameson,nomatter

howmistyitcanbe)

Me:Stayawayfrom myDaughter

Him:YoumeanmyDaughter?

Me:Areyoutryingtotestme?



Him:YouthinkIdon'tknowwhyyouadopted

her?Whyyoutreatingherlikethis?It'sbecause

youhidingoffyourguilt,youcleansingyour

consciencewithherbutnoamountofmoney

willevercleanyourconscienceJameson

Me:DangerIam warningyou,whatgoodlife

wasVelogoingtohave?MySisterusedtocry

everydayyouwereanalcoholicandverymuch

addictedtogambling,youweredrowningin

debts!

Danger:Soyouthoughtkillingherandletting

metakethefallforitwasthebestthing?

Moneyandpowermatteredthatmuchtoyou?

YoumurderedyourownSisterIspentyearsin

jailforsomethingIdidn'tdo!Youtookmywife

from me!

Me:Enough!!!!!..

Hekeptquiet..

Me:Wewillneverhavethisconversationagain!!!



Youshouldknowyourplace!!!..Nowgetbackto

workandstayawayfrom Nomvelo,she'smy

DaughternowIlegallyadoptedher!

Istartedwalkingaway..

Me:Ohhand..Iwonderwhosheisgoingto

believebetweenyouandmebecauseaccording

toheryourottinginjail,letitstaylikethat!What

goodlifecanyouaffordher?None!Thisisfor

thebest.IfyoutrulyloveyourDaughterdon'tlet

thoseskeletonsoutoftheclosetshehasbeen

throughenough!Shehasaverygoodlifeand

letitbelikethat

.

Tobecontinued
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Niso



MyMom andIhadjustfinishedeatingdinner,

shewaswashingthedishesandIwas

supposedtodrythem.Wedon'tleavedishesin

thesinkovernight,wetryingtoavoidroaches

andwhatnot..

Gugu:Bekunjanieskolweni?(Howwasschool)

Me:Wasasusual

Afewsecondspassedwithoutussayinga

wordtoeachother..

Gugu:Whatareyoubusywithonyourphone?

Me:Nothingmuchjustcheckingafewthings

onFacebook

InactualfactIwasstarringatConnie's

Facebookprofilepicture.Itwasherandher

husband.Connieis35yearsold,Yesthiswas

supposedtobeanostringsattachedtypeof

relationshipbutIlikehermaturityandher

personality.She'snotanuisance,wesortout

ourissueslikeadultsthinkingofgoingformy



agegroupisanotherstory.

ThedooropenedandtomysurpriseNazo

walkedin,thelasttimeIsawhisAssIwas19

yearsold..

Nazo:Sanibonani(Greetings)

Gugu:Nazo..Youjustmisseddinnerbutyour

plateisinthemicrowave

Nazo:Thankyou..

Helookedatme..

Him:Niso

Me:GoodnightGugu

Gugu:Hauaren'tyougoingtodrythedishes

anymore?

Me:Theywilldryontheirown

Nazo:Eyy

Istopped..

Nazo:Drythedishes



Gugu:MyekeNazoit'sokay

Nazo:Ng'bekaiStorykayione(Ionlysay

somethingonce)ifngiyaz'phindauzoswaba

blind(ifIrepeatmyselfyouwillbesorry)

(Silence)

Iputmyphoneonthetableandstarteddrying

thedishes,Gugusmiledalittle..

Gugu:InthatcaseGoodnightthenboys

Ourhouseisa4room house,MyMom andmy

Grandmothertheyshareabedroom andthe

otherbedroom ismine.Nazohasit'sownroom

outsidetheotherroom weusedittostore

things,thoughIreallywanteditformyselfbut..I

justcan'twaittomoveoutandhavemyown

space.

Nazostartedmovingthefridge,Iwonderwere

hewasthewhole5years..

Him:Whysomanytats?



Me:Theynotmanyandtheyinonearm,tattoos

aremytherapy

Heputthefridgebackinit'sposition..

Hetookanotherclothandhelpedmewiththe

dishes..

Him:Howisschool?

Me:Schoolisfine

(Silence)

Him:CavaIknowthatIhaven'tbeenaroundbut

nowI'm backandthingsaregoingtochange,I

promise

Hesaysthatallthetimebutnothingchanges..

Him:TellmesomethinghowisNkuli?

Ichuckled..NkuliisNazo'sgirlfriendorshouldI

sayexgirlfriend.Shewasaverysweetgirl,well

behavedandverymuchofanintrovertuntilshe

startedvarsity,shewasenrolledatUJand

everythingchanged.Asweknowhowfastlife



canbeinJohannesburgshemetafewgirls

whowereslayqueensandjustlikethatour

sweetNkulichanged..

Me:Youhavetoforgetaboutthatone

Him:Why?

Me:I'llshowyouherInstagram andTwitter

she'saslayqueennowandyoubelowherclass

Him:Whatthefuckisaslayqueen?

Itookmyphoneandshowedhim herpictures

onInstagram..

Me:HadeBro(sorryBrother)

_

NOMVELO

IwasmassagingmyGrandmotheryouknow

howoldpeopleare,whenoldagecatchesup

withthem theirbodiesstarttogivethem

problems..Shehasaproblem withherknees,

shoulders,armsandwhatnot.Shewas



supposedtogoforakneesurgerybutshehas

beenprocrastinating

Grams:ThankyouDodoyaziIstrugglealotat

home

ShewaslivingwithmycousinNkuli,theyfrom a

townshipcalledTsakane.Shenowlivesalone

sinceNkuliisnolongerlivingathome.My

Grandmotherhad3kids,myUnclebeingthe

firstborn.MyMotherwasthesecondbornand

Nkuli'sMotheristhelastborn.HerMothergot

marriedtosomeguywhenNkuliwasyoungand

shecouldn'ttakeNkuliwith.Herreasonsmade

sense,shemarriedamanwholikeswomenso

shewasscaredthathemightturnandsexually

abuseNkuli.Nkuli'slifeisalifeofglamour,her

apartmentistodiefor,shewearsdesigner

clothes,shehasacarallthatcomingfrom rich

Politiciansthatsheentertainsandsleepwithon

adailybasis.Shechangedherimage,shewent

forbreastimplantsandbuttliftingshefixedher



nosesheiswaytoodifferentnow..

Grams:DidyourUncletellyouthatthis

weekendwegoingtodoatraditionalceremony?

Tohonorandacknowledgeourancestors?

MyUncleisculturalgrounded,youcan'ttellhim

anythingaboutancestorsandtraditional

ceremonies..

Me:Again?

Her:Dodoit'spartofwhoweare..Pluswe

goingtovisityourMother'sgrave.It'sbeena

while

Me:OkayI'llcome

Her:Ithingilale

Me:Goodnight

Her:NightDodo

_

SNAZO



ForthepastfewmonthseverynightwhenI

sleepataround2am orsometimes3am,Ihear

afaintvoicewhisperinginmyearsaying

"Beloved"itneverstopsuntilIwakeup.Weird

thingshavebeenhappeningtome,thingsthatI

cannotexplain.Idon'tknowifit'switchcraftor

whatbutallIknowisthatthisisnotnormal..

"Beloved"

IopenedmyeyesandlookedaroundbutIwas

aloneinthelounge,Ihadpassedoutonthe

couch.TheTvwasonmute..

Isatupstraightandrubbedmyeyes,whatI

heardandwhatIsawaboutNkuliearliergotto

me.Ilovethatgirl,alwayshavelovedherandI

thoughtweweregoingsomewhere..

Nisowalkedoutofhisbedroom,ashemadehis

waytothecouchIsawabigbloodstainonhis

chest.Judgingfrom hisfaceIcouldseethathe

wasinalotofpain..



Hesatdown..

Me:uGrand?

Him:Ja

Ilookedathim..

Him:Idon'tknow..Ialwayshavethissharppain

onmychest,itwakesmeupeverynight

Me:Whendiditstart?

Him:It'sbeenawhilenow,eversinceyouleft

Idon'tknowifIwasseeingthebloodstain

alone,butifhewasalsoseeingitthenhewas

goingtoasktogotothehospital.It'sallinmy

mind..

Me:Youshouldconsult

Him:I'velivedwithitforyears!Ngizobasharp

Me:Niso

Him:Nazodon'tstart!!Youhavebeengonefor

5yearsdon'tcomebacknowandplaythebig



Brothercard

WhenhesaidthatIsawasharpswordpressing

in..

Him:Ahhhh!!

Iblinkedafewtimes..

Itwasadisturbingthingtosee..

Istoodupandwenttohim,Itriedtotouchhim

butthevoicedisturbedme..

Voice:"Don'tBeloved..Thewoundistoodeepit

hastohealfirst,beforetheswordcanbe

removed"

Ibackedupandclosedmyeyes..

Me:Gugu!!!

Hewasreallyhurting..

Me:Gugu!!

Shecameoutafterafewseconds..

Her:Yiniebusukuso?(whatisitsolate)



Shesawhim..

Gugu:Snazogetthosepillsinthecupboardand

aglassofwaterquickly!

Iwenttogetthepillsandaglassofwater.

Shemadehim drinktwoofthosepills..

Gugu:Hewillbefineassoonasthepillskickin

Iwouldn'tsaythesamethoughespeciallywith

thatswordinhischest..

.

Tobecontinued
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AFEW DAYSLATER

MyGrandmotherwasgettingdischargedtoday

andIhadnochoicebuttogoandfetchher

sinceIhaveacar,inherstateofmindGugu

doesn'twanthertotakeataxi.Theyjustcaught



meoffguardonaFridayafternoonwhenIhad

plansofmyown.Iam notafanofhospitals,

anotherreasonwhyIhaven'tbeentheretosee

herbutmostofallIwasn'tlookingforwardto

usmeeting,especiallysinceIhavedisappointed

heralotoftimes.AsfarasmylifegoesIstill

seethingsthatlogiccannotexplain,Idon't

knowwhat'shappeningandIdon'tknowhowto

solvethisproblem ofmine...

WhenIwalkedin,theatmospherewasn'tvery

welcoming.Ifeltnegativeenergyallaround,

anditwasweighingdownonmeveryhardthat

Ifeltabitlightheaded.Ispottedhersittingon

thebedandImademywaytoher..

Me:Ma...

Sheslowlyturnedandlookedatme..

Her:Nazo?

Shegotdownfrom thebedandmadeherway

tome..



Her:Gugutoldmethatyouwerebackand..

Sheputherhandonmycheek..

Her:Iam sohappytoseeyou

Me:It'sgoodtoseeyoutoo

Icouldn'tholdmycomposurethingswerejust

notgoodinthisward,thereweredarkshadows

everywhereandIkeptonhearingvoicestalking

alanguagethatIdidn'tunderstand.Thevoices

weremanyitwasn'tjustonevoiceand

definitelynottheoneIhearmostofthetime.

TheoneIhearmostofthetimeit'sverycalm,

it'sverysoftanditcomeswithpeace.Ifeela

waveofpeaceeachtimewhenIhearit,these

onesIwashearingweren'tforpeaceatall.

LookingaroundIcouldseedarkshowsmoving

aroundtheroom fastidiously.Everythingthat

washappeningwasweighingdownonme,it

wasdrainingmeofmyenergyanditbrought

aboutunexplainablefearbecauseIfeltlikeI



waslosingmymind..

Ma:Nazo

Ilookedather..

Her:Areyouokay?

Me:Ya..I'm okay.Gugugavemecleanclothes

youcanchangeandthenwecango

Shetooktheplastic.Icouldgoandwaitforher

inmycarbutIdon'tthinkshecanmakeiton

herowntomycar,andGuguwouldkillmeifmy

Grandmotherdisappeared..

Me:I'llbesittingthereonthebenchinthe

waitingarea

Her:Okay

Iwalkedoutoftheward..

_

NOMVELO

Iwasnotinagoodmood,lastnightIcalled



JacioneandIheardafemalevoiceinthe

background.Heclaimedthathewasoutwith

friendsandobviouslyintheclubthere'sboth

girlsandguysbutIwasn'tbuyinganyofthat.I

should'veknownthatJacionecomeswithalot

ofheadache,Imeanheisasoccerplayerand

obviouslygirlswouldalwaysthrowthemselves

athim.Ireallythoughtthathewasdifferentbut

IguessIwaswrong.

Imissedschooltodaybecausewehadtodrive

tomyGrandmother'splaceforthetraditional

ceremonytomorrow,Nkulisaidshewasgoing

toarrivelateIwasalreadygettingbored.Itwas

Me,myGrandmother,andNomsaaroundthe

house.MyUnclehadgonewithDangertobuya

sheepandchickens,Ididn'tknowitwasgoing

tobesomethingbig..

Grams:Velo

Ilookedather..



Her:AccompanymesomewherebecauseIcan

seethatyoubored

Me:Okay

Igotupandthenwewent.Idon'tcomehere

veryoften,thelasttimeIwashereIcan'teven

remember.Therehoodiswaydifferent,it's

noisy,andonweekendsyouhearalotofdrunk

peoplemakingnoiseinthestreet.Youhear

gunshotsandalotoffighting,it'snotreallya

safeplace..

Me:Wherearewegoing?

Her:Iam goingtomyfriend'splace,toseeif

sheishomeandinvitehertocometoourplace

tomorrow

Me:Ohw

Her:Youusedtolikeitherewhenyouwere

young,youwouldplayinthestreetwithother

kids



Me:Idon'tremember

Wemadeourwayinatsomehouse,theyard

wasveryclean.Wewenttothebackandshe

startedknocking..

Grams:MaButhelezi!!

Sheknockedagain..

Grams:Vulabo!!(open)

Icannotwaitforthistraditionalceremonytobe

oversothatIcangobackhome..

Sheknockedagainuntilsomeoneopenedthe

door,itwassomeguy..

Grams:Nisokunjani?(howareyou)

Hewastheexactdefinitionof"Handsome"..

Beautifuleyes,pinkishlips,justwaytoolight

butinaveryattractivewaythough.Helooked

moremixedracethanblack...

Heletusin.Ineverknewthatsuchguysexisted

inthehood,Ilikedhistattoos...



MyGrandmothersatdown..

Grams:UkhonauMaButhelezi?(IsMaButhelezi

around)

Him:cha!uSnazousayomlanda(Snazowentto

fetchher)

Grams:hau!uSnazoukhona?(Snazoisaround)

HisvoiceIdon'tknowhowtodescribeit,itwas

abitscratchyasiflikehewascomingdown

withflu.Neverthelessitwasn'tirritatingjust

veryfascinatingtohearhim talk...

Somewomanwalkedin..

Her:Yazingiyezwaukuthikunabantula

ekhishini(Iheardvoices)

Grams:KunjanikodwaGugu?(Howareyou)

Gugu:NgiyaphilaunjaniwenaMaNgcobo?(Iam

wellandhowareyou)

Grams:Ngiyaphila(Iam well)



(Silence)

Gugu:HaiboakusuwuNomvelolo?(isthat

Nomvelo)

Immediatelyallattentionwasonme,Itriedmy

outmostbesttoavoideyecontactwithhim.

Suchguysyoucaneasilylooseyourselfintheir

charm..

Grams:Yesitis

Shecametomeandshookmyhand..

Gugu:Kunjanisisi?(howareyou)

Me:Iam well

Gugu:Yazingak'gcinaumncanekanjani?(the

lasttimeIsawyou,youwereveryyoung)

Grams:It'sbeenawhilesinceshewaslasthere

Shelookedathim..

Gugu:UmzalakaNkuli(sheisNkuli'scousin)

Him:Serious?



Hislookmademykneesweak..

Gugu:YakodwauhlalanoJ.J

Him:Isee

From thereonhiseyesneverleftme..

Gugu:awusemuhleufananoMamakho(Youare

sobeautifuljustlikeyourMother)

Me:Thankyou

Grams:uSnazoubuyile?(Snazoisback)

Gugu:ubuyile(heisback)

Grams:Siyabongayazi(wearegrateful)

Gugu:wuyeolandauMaesbhedlela(heisthe

onefetchingmyMotheratthehospital)

Grams:SpeakingofthatIwantedtoinviteyou

guystomorrowwehaveatraditionalceremony

nyanauyamaziuJ.J

Gugu:Ohwakunankingasizoza(wewillcome)

Grams:InthatcaseVelolet'sgo,westillhavea



lottodo

Gugu:SiyabongaMaNgcobo...Velosisiitwas

niceseeingyou

Inodded.MyGrandmotherstoodupandthen

wewalkedout..

Me:Duchesswhoarethesepeople?

Her:Thesepeoplearegoodfamilyfriendsof

ours.ThatwasGuguandherSonNiso.Shehas

anotheronebythenameofSnazo

Me:ThatwasherSon?

Her:Yes

Me:Howpossible?Theydon'tlookalikehe

looksmixedrace

Her:MaybetheylookliketheirFather,

abantwanabakhebahleevenSnazo(herkids

arehandsome)

Me:Icanseethat



_

SNAZO

Wefinallyarrivedathome,theridehomewasn't

verypleasant.MyGrandmothertalksalotand

mostofwhatshetalksaboutmakesnosense..

Iopenedthedoorandwewalkedin..

Me:Welcomehome

Iclosedthedoor..

Thepotswereboilingonthestovemeaning

Guguwascooking,wefoundthem sittinginthe

lounge..

Ma:Sanibonaniphela(greetings)

Gugu:Mait'sgoodtoseeyou

Isatdown,Ihadaheadache..

Gugu:Siyabongaukuthiubuyile(wegladthat

youback)

Ma:Nisokunjani?(howareyou)



Niso:I'm wellMa..

(Silence)

Ma:Nazoareyoualright?

Me:Yajustaheadache

Ma:I'm gladthatweareallherebecauseIhave

somethingtotalktoyouguysabout

Gugu:Whatisit?

Ma:It'stimeItellyouthetruthaboutourfamily

Niso:Whattruth?

Ma:Ourfamilyisnotjustanotherordinary

family..Wegiftedandthisgifthasbeenpassed

onfrom generationtogeneration

Niso:Nazoke(Herewego)

Ma:Iam notcrazyNisoungang'deleli(don't

disrespectme)

Gugu:WhatareyoutalkingaboutMa?

Ma:Wehavethegiftofhealingwithourhands



andalsothroughwords,thegifthasalways

beenpassedontofemales.Somesicknesses

arebroughtbywitchcraftandsomeare

demonic,itwasnotGod'swillforhumansto

sufferinsickness.Somesicknessesit'sjust

generationalcursesandthoseonesweclassify

them asbeing"hereditary"

Gugu:Mawhatexactlyareyousaying?

Ma:WhatIam sayingisthatGuguyouwerea

twinandyourothertwinpassedonafew

minutesaftershewasborn

Gugu:IknowthatMa

Ma:Thegiftskippedyouthatmeansyou

weren'tthechosenoneprobablyyourtwinwas,

andnowoneofyourkidshasthegift..Snazo

hasthegiftofwhichIdon'tunderstandhow

becauseheissupposedtohaveitwhenI'm no

longeraround,hetrulyisspecialheisthefirst

maleinourfamilytohavethegift



Me:What?

Gugu:Mayouhaven'tbeenoutofthehospital

foreven24hoursandalreadyyoubackatit

again

Ma:Iam notcrazy!WhydoyouthinkNisohasa

sharppaininhischest?Hehastheswordof

Angerandresentmentpiercingthroughhim,the

angerhehasbeenholdingagainstSnazofor

years.ItisnosecretthatNisoandNazohave

alwaysbeenclose,Nazowasalwayshereto

protecthim andtakecareofhim whenhe

starteddisappearingthat'swhenNisofelt

neglectedandhisAngertowardshisBrother

grewandgrew

Gugu:Majuststopit!!!

Niso:ThisismadnessI'm goingout

Ma:SnazoyouknowwhatI'm talkingabout,I

sawyouatthehospitalandhowyoureactedto

theenvironment.Alotofdemonslivetherein



thatwardplayingwithPeople'sment..

Gugu:MaIsaidstopit!!

Istoodupandwalkedawaybutstopped.

Me:IsitaGodgivengift?

Shemadeherwaytome..

Ma:Yesmyboy

Ilookedather..

Me:ThenyoucrazythanIthought

Gugu:Snazo!!

Me:Idon'tevenknowthedifferencebetween

GodandJesus!AllIknowisthatreligionwas

enforcedtousbywhitepeoplethroughslavery,

thisfictiousGodyouproclaim soomuch

doesn'texist!Heisanimagecreatedbywhite

peopletobrainwashusintoforgettingourown

cultureandtraditions.Theyhaveenslaveus

hencewhytheytookourland,theybroughtusa

bookthatisfullofliesjustsowecanbelievein



awhiteGodorJesuswhateverheisto..

Sheslappedme..

Therewassilenceforawhileintheroom.

IlookedatNiso..

Me:Let'sgo

Hegotupandwewent..

Gugu:Mayabonaukuthiwenzenimanje?(you

seewhatyouhavedonenow)

.

Tobecontinued
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GUGU

Iam tryingtomakesenseofeverythingthatmy

MothersaidearlieronandunfortunatelyIcan't,

Imeanshehasnevermentionedthisgiftthing

beforeuntiltoday.Istoodatthedoorofthe

bedroom andlookedatherasshereadher



Bible.

Ma:Whentheyarrived,SamuelsawJesse'sson

Eliabandsaidtohimself,"Thismanstanding

hereintheLord'spresenceissurelytheonehe

haschosen."ButtheLordsaidtohim,"Payno

attentiontohowtallandhandsomeheis.I

haverejectedhim,becauseIdonotJudgeas

PeopleJudge.Theylookattheoutward

appearance,butIlookattheheart."

Iknocked..

Me:Ma..

ShekeptquietandthenclosedherBible.

Iwalkedinandsatnexttoher,Ihadtotalkto

herbecausetheboyswillbeheresoonandI

don'twantanytensioninthehouseanymore.

WeshouldbecelebratingthatmyMotheris

backfrom thehospitalnotfightingamongst

eachother..

Me:Unjani?(Howareyou)



Shekeptquietforalongtimeandhernext

statementwasaccompaniedbytears...

Ma:Iexpectedsuchdisrespectfrom Nisobut

notNazo

Iheldherhand..

Me:AskiesMama

Itwashurtfulseeingherthathurt..

Me:Whyyounevertoldmeaboutthis?

Ma:AsiyekeGugu(let'sleaveit)I'vebeenhurt

enoughtoday,I'm tiredofpeoplecallingme

crazy

Shedoesn'treallytakeoffensebutIthinkit's

becauseshelovesNazosomuchandshedidn't

expecthim toactlikethattowardsher,Iknow

whereverNazoisheisalsohurt.Heloveshis

Grandmotherandtheyhavealwaysbeenclose..

Ma:PleasegivemesomespaceIwannaread

myBibleandpray



Igotupandwalkedoutthenclosedthedoor

behind,seeingmyMotherthathurt,something

deepinsideofmemoved..

_

MVELO

LifegotbetterwhenNkuliarrived,Icanfinally

breathandtalktosomeone.Ihavebeen

surroundedbyeldersalldaybusysendingme

backandforth,askingmeirrelevantthingsand

tellingmethingsthatdon'tmakesense.She

arrivedinherMercedesBenzA45AMG,it's

whiteincolouranditattractedalotofattention.

Nkuli'slifehaschangeddrastically,onceupona

timeshewasjustordinaryandtodayshe's

livingitup.Iam happyforherbutatthesame

timeIhopethatshe'splayingitsafeandthis

doesn'tleadherintoanearlygrave.

Wewereinthebedroom,Iwaslookingatsome

picturesonherphoneofatripshetookto



Mauritius..

Me:Youarereallylivingitup

Her:ThelastthingIwantedwastobestuck

hereallmylife,IhavealwaysknownthatIwas

destinedforgoodthings

Shechangedherheelsandputonflatshoesas

myGrandmotherwalkedin.

Idon'tthinkmyGrandmotherisallforthelife

thatNkulihaschosen,sheevendroppedoutof

school..

Grams:Howareyouholdingup?

Nkuli:I'm good

Shesatonthebed..

Grams:YourMom isgoingtocometomorrow

morning

Nkuli:Notsurprised

Grams:Yourboyfriendisback..Nazo



Nkuli:Kokohe'snotmyboyfriend

Grams:Youdidn'ttellmethatyoubrokeup

Nkuli:HedisappearedandIneverheardfrom

him foryears,Nazohasalwayspulled

disappearingacts

Grams:Nowheisbackforgood

Nkuli:Idon'tknowwhyyoulikeSnazosoo

muchKokoheisathug!WhatgoodlifecouldI

possiblyhavewithhim?

Grams:Soyousayingthatthelifeyouliving

nowisokay?

Nkuli:I'm surviving

Grams:Bydoingwhat?Sleepingwithrichmen

formoney,expensiveclothes,andexpensive

cars?Youlefthomesayingyougoingtoschool

andthenyoucomebacklikethis?WheredidI

gowrongwithyou?

Nkuli:Ishouldn'thavecame..IfyoulikeSnazo



soomuchwhydon'tyoudatehim

Me:Nkuliplease..

Nkuli:Iam notseekingyourapprovaljustletme

livemylifehowIseefit!Iam notachild

anymore!

(Silence)

Grams:Fineyouwillneverhearmesaying

anythingfrom hereonjustmakesureyouhavea

funeralcover!Idon'thavemoneytoburyyou!

Funeralsareexpensive

Shestoodupfrom thebedandmadeherwayto

thedoorandwalledout..

Me:Wow!

_

SNAZO

WedrovetothemallandwenttoNandosto

havelunch,beawaynyanafrom thedramaat

home.IregretsayinghalfofthethingsIsaidto



myGrandmotherbutwhatshesaidscaredmea

bit,thelastthingIwantistobecrazylikeher..

Niso:YouthinktheHospitalmadeamistakeby

realisinghertoosoon?

Me:Idon'tknowanymore

Niso:Sheneverusedtobelikethisbackwhen

wewereyoung

Me:Shehasalwaysbeenlikethis,youwerejust

tooyoungtounderstandwhatwasgoingon

(Silence)

Niso:TellmesomethingdoyouknowNkuli's

cousin?Hernameis....Nomvelo?

Me:Yeahngiyamcava(Iknowher)herMother

waskilledbyherfatherwhenshewasyoung

thenJ.Jtookherin..Why?

Him:Nothingshecametoourhousewithher

Grandmotherearlieron

Me:ThelasttimeIsawhershewasveryyoung



Him:Shahasgrownupnowandshe'sabeaut,

haven'tseensuchabeautifuldarkskinnedgirl

Me:Ifyouthinkingaboutgoingafterherdon't..

That'sJ.J'sprideandjoyhewillhangyou

Him:ngiyancomanje(I'm justcomplimenting

her)

Me:Ang'dlalinjalo(I'm notplaying)Icannot

protectyoufrom him heisaverydangerous

man,youcanfuckaroundwithanygirlyouwant

justnotthatoneplusang'safuniukuzwanex

ngalamantombazanakaButheleziyizikhekhe

bonke(Idon'twannahearanythingaboutthe

Buthelezigirlstheyallhoes)

Hechuckled..

Him:uNkuliwasn'tgoingtowaitforyou,you

havebeengonefortoolong

Me:YeahwhateverJoejustfinisheatingIhave

someerrandstorun



Therewasn'talotofpeoplewhichwasgoodfor

me,Idon'tlikecrowdedplaces..

Asweweresittingthereandeatingsome

womanwalkedinwithachildandshewas

followedbyamanwearingablackrobe,very

tallandIcouldn'tseehisfacebecausetherobe

hadahatandheworethehatwhichcovered

hiswholeface..

Me:Niso

Him:Hmmm?

Me:Youseethatwomanatthecounter?

Him:Ya?

Me:Howmanypeopleisshewith?

Him:Huh?

Me:Howmanypeopleisshewith?

Him:ReallySnazo?

Me:JustanswermeDammit!



Him:Justherandherchild

Iheardthecalm voiceagainwhispering..

"Beloved..."

Niso:AreyouokayBro?

Me:I'm fine

Thevoicecontinued...

"Beloved.."

Somethingweirdhappened,Isawtheman

extendinghishandtoherandtouchingher

shoulder,thenshecollapsed.TheMan'shand

didn'tlooknormalorhuman..

"Beloved..She'sabouttobeattackedbyanevil

entity,she'sgoingtohaveaheartattackand

onlyyoucanhelpher.Onlyyoucanpreventthe

entityfrom bringingaboutaprematuredeath

andtrappinghersoulindarkness,itisnother

timeyet"

Nisoshookmyhand..



Him:Nazo

Isnappedoutofitandlookedather,theentinty

wasstillattachedtoher.Shewasalltalkingto

thecashiersmilingandwhatnot,herchildwas

nexttoher..

Me:Thatwomanisabouttohaveaheartattack

Niso:What?

Istoodupandmademywaytothecounteras

theentintystretchedit'shandtoher..

Me:Someonecallanambulance!Thiswoman

isabouttohaveaheartattack!!

Niso:Snazowhatareyoudoing??

Me:SomeonecallanAmbulancerightnow!!

PeoplelookedatmeasiflikeIwascrazy..

Niso:Dudeyouactingweirdandit's

embarrassing!!

Theentintytouchedheronhershoulderand



shewentdown..

Me:No!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!

Irantoherasshewentdown,thewaitress

screamedandherdaughterwasfrightened.I

kneltdownandlookedatherIsawherspirit

leavingherbody..

Me:No!!!!!!

Theentitystretchedoutit'shandandthe

woman'sspiritwenttohim,andthenthey

disappeared.Justlikethat,shewasgone..

.

Tobecontinued

Whatwasmeanttobelastnight'sinsert,

apologiesIdon'tfeelwellwhenit'sthattimeof

themonthespeciallywhenit'stoocold.
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AlittlegirljustlostherMotherwithouteven

understandingwhat'shappening.Whatwas

meanttobeasweetdaybetweenMom and

Daughter,turnedintoatragedy.Thelookonher

faceisprobablygoingtohauntmeforavery

longtime,Shewasstandingthereallfrozen

whileacloserelativewasbeingcontacted.

ThankgoodnesstheMother'sphonedidn'thave

apassword.InamatterofminutesNandos

becameaspectacle,peoplestoodoutside

starringinthroughthewindowsandIwas

concernedbythePolice.Idon'tknowwhat's

happeningwithme,whateverishappeningain't

normal.Nohumanbeingissupposedtoseea

spiritde-attachingfrom ahumanbody,some

otherthingswenotmeanttoseewiththe

nakedeye..

Officer:Witnessessaythatyouscreamed,

sayingthewomanwasgoingtohaveaheart

attackafewsecondsbeforeshewentdown.



Howdidyouknow?

Wehavebeenthroughthisoverandoveragain..

Me:Ihadahunch

Ijustgotreleasedfrom jail,Iam nottryingtogo

backthereagain..

Him:Youhadahunch?

Me:IfImayask..Am Ibeingarrested?

Him:No..Wejustaskingyouquestionsto

figureouthoweverythinghappenedandhow

youknewthatitwasgoingtohappen

Me:LikeIsaidIhadahunch

Him:Didyouknowthevictim personally?

Me:No..LookIjustcameheretohavelunch

withmyBrotherandIhadnocontactwiththe

womanotherthanwhenshewasalreadyonthe

floor

HenoddedandlookedatmyArm..



Him:Youanexcon?

Mytattsgavemeaway..

Niso:What'sthatgottodowithwhathappened

here?

Him:SonIwasn'ttalkingtoyou

Me:CanIgonow?

Him:Yesbutknowthatwewillbekeepinga

closeeyeonyou

IgotupandwalkedoutwithNisofollowingme..

Niso:Mindexplainingwhathappenedback

there?

Me:WhathappenedisthatyourGrandmama

hasalotofexplaningtodo!Shitain'tsweet

anymore

MyGrandmotherwillbeforcedtoexplain

what'shappeningtome...

_



NOMVELO

NkuliandIwentouttogetabreatherfrom

everythingthat'shappeningathomeandthe

fightthatshehadwithourGrandmother.I

cannotwaittogobackhome,justgetbackto

mylifethehoodisnotmytypeofplace..

Wewerechillingatthisotherplaceabitclose

tohome,Idon'treallyknowwhattocallthe

placebutit'ssortoflikeamobilecontainerthat

sellsboozeandtherewerechairsaroundwere

Peoplecansitafterbuyingandabiggazibo

providedthenecessaryshade.Itwasn'thot

anymore,thesunwasalreadysetting.Wewere

drinkingicetropezandNkuliwastheonewho

bought..

Her:HowarethingsbetweenyouandJacione?

Me:Notsogood

Her:Why?

Me:It'slikeI'm theonlyoneinvestedinthe



relationship,Iam theonlyonecallingand

textinghim.Jacioneisalwaysbusyandheis

hardlyaround

Her:IhatetobethishonestwithyoubutBabe

youhaveinvestedtoomuchofyourfeelings

intothisrelationshipanditseemsasiflike

Jacioneisn'tquitecommitted,heisasoccer

playerafterall.Wemightbesittingheretalking

andhemightbegettingpussysomewhereelse

Me:Idon'tknowwhatIwasthinking

Her:Suchrelationshipsyoujustgoinforthe

benefits.Sex,money,andagoodtime.Lookat

meIam notcommittedatalltoanyonebutIam

livingaverygoodlife

Me:WhataboutSnazo?Wasitalsoabeneficial

relationship?

Sheexhaled..

Her:No..ThetruthisIlovedSnazo.Ididn'thave

muchbutIdidn'tcarebecauseIhadhim,itwas



usagainsttheworld

Me:Soundslikeyouwereintoodeep

Her:Iwasbutunfortunatelytherewasnofuture

withhim,Snazoisathughewoulddisappeara

lotandmybiggestfearwasthathewouldbe

lockedupforalongtimeormaybehemightbe

gunneddownandthenwhatwasgoingto

becomeofme?Whenhedisappearedthat's

whenIdecidedtoputmefirstIhadtothink

aboutmyfuture

Me:IwishIcouldknowhowitfeelsliketobe

loved,Imeantrulyloved.NotwhatJacioneis

doingtome

Her:Thenwhyareyoustillwithhim?

Me:Idon'tknow..Ireallydon'tknow

Herphonerang..

Her:Eishit'sAuntSheila..

Sheanswered..



Her:Hello??..Ya..Sisegazibo(we'reatgazibo)

Afterafewsecondssherolledhereyes..

Her:Okay..Bye

Sheputherphoneonthetable..

Her:ShewantsustobuyheriCastlelite

Shelookedaround..

Her:I'm gladImadeitoutofhere,thehoodhas

nofutureforgirls.I'dprobablybepregnantby

noworjustsittingandwatchinglifepassmeby

Me:Gramswasputtingyouthroughschool

Her:IwasdependentonNsfasanditdidn't

evenpayformyfirstyear,itwascatastrophic.

Atleastyou,youhavealwayshadUncleJ.Jin

yourlife.Youblessed

Me:Iguessso

ACitigolfpulledupplayingmusicveryloud...

"YougivemetheloveIneed,Youletmebewho



Iwannabe(ndiyakuthanda)

YougivemetheloveIneed,YouletmebewhoI

wannabe(ndiyakuthanda)

Yimithandazoyenu,Nobubelebenu..

Ohyoucould'vebeendoingsomethingelsewith

yourlife,Butyouchosetobeherebymyside...

"

Thedriverreducedthevolume,butwecould

stillhearthesongonamuchacceptablelevel..

"Umntungumntungabantunam ndingumntu

ngabantu(yougottoknowthat),Umntu

ngumntungabantunam ndingumntungabantu

(whatyoudoneknow)..Ndiyabulelabhuti,

ndiyabulelasisi(yougottoknowthat)

Ndiyabulelamama,ndiyabulelatata(yougotto

knowthat).."

Nkulifreakedout..

Nkuli:OMG!!It'sSnazo..



Me:What?

Her:Wehavetogorightnow!!

Theygotoutofthecar..

Me:Wait..WhataboutAuntSheila'sbeers?You

knowshegoingtobemakingnoise

Wehurriedtogetthebeers,Howfrightened

Nkuliwasmademeabituncomfortable.They

gaveusthetwocastlelitebeersandwhenwe

turned,Sazithelaphezukwabo(Webumped

intothem)

Nkulialmostdroppedthebeers..

Theycamefacetofacewitheachotherandthe

seriouslookonSnazo'sfaceterriedme.Snazo

justlikehisBrotherheisveryhandsomebuthe

isveryintimidatingtoo.Thatscarunderhiseye

madehim moreintimidating.Hehadhishands

burieddeepinhispocketsandhewaslooking

atNkulifrom headtotoewhilesniffing,Nkuli

wasevenshaking.



NisohadthissmirkonhisfacethatIcouldjust

wipeoffwithaclap..

Snazoclearedhisthroatandthenbumpedinto

Nkulionpurpose,makingthetwocastlelite

bottlesthatshewasholdingtofallandbreak..

Niso:Eishsizothiniumuntumakameendleleni?

(whatcanwesaywhensomeoneisstandingin

theway)

Nazo:Umuntuagcwaleindlelanje(Aperson

occupyingthewholespace)

Ididn'texpectsuchimmaturityfrom thebothof

them..

SnazopushedNkuliabitwhowascloseto

cryingnow..

Snazo:Eishs'celaukudlulaplease(Canwe

pleasepass)

Nisochuckled..Iclickedmytongue..

Me:Suchimmaturityfrom twogrownmen



Ifeltahandgrabbingmyarm inaveryrough

way,heturnedmearoundsothatIcouldface

him.Myheartskippedabit..

Snazo:Askiesuyakhuluma?(Areyousaying

something)

Ikeptquiet..

Him:Ididn'tthinkso

Nisolaughed,likeliterallylaughedandhislaugh

piercedthroughdeepinsideandmadememore

upset.NkuliandIleft..

Me:WaituntilIgetmyUncleonthem

Itookoutmyphoneandcalledhim,he

answeredonthe3rdring..

Him:Dodo

Ibrokedownintears..

Him:What'swrong?

Me:Someguysthey..They..



Him:Whatguys?Whereareyou?

Me:We..Iam withNkuliand..

Him:GiveNkulithephone

IgaveNkulithephoneandshetalkedtohim..

_

NISO

Nazo:awus'shayenge6packyeHeineken

Me:Wasthatsnecessarymara?

Him:What?

Me:Dissingthosechickslikethat?

Him:Tseknabobayatefa(theycrybabies)

IthinkIlikeNomveloabit,Iwouldliketoknow

hermorebutwhatSnazodidmightruinthings

forme..

.

Tobecontinued



10

SNAZO

MyHomieStokiesjoinedus,StokiesandShine

aremysquad.I'vebeendoingthiswiththem

andtheyhavebeenheresincefrom dayonewe

havebeendoingshadydealingstogetherforas

longasIcanremember.Afterwhathappened

atNandosIreallyneededthis,crazytalks,few

beers,andweed.Thisismywayofrelaxing..

Me:Stokiescava,nginesituationla(StokiesI

haveaproblem)

Him:Smoko?(What'swrong)

Me:thingshavebeenhappeningtome,izinto

njethatIcannotexplain.SoIneedsomething

intoezogezales'nyamanamabhadiwasejele(I

needsomethingthat'sgoingtocleanseme

from allthisbadluckthatIgotfrom jail)

Him:Noungawarintwanangik'phethe(don't

worry..Igotyou)



Me:Youstillconsulttothatwoman?

Him:Yebo!uyayenzaintoyakhe(shedoesher

thing)

Me:Surentwanassizombonaksasa(Wewill

seehim tomorrow)

Nisowasawfullyquietwhichisnotatalllike

him..

Me:uGrand?(areyouokay)

Henoddedwhilebusyonhisphone..

StokiesclearedhisthroatwhilelookingatNiso,

thenhelookedatme..

Him:Bekelamina,manjeiJob?(Tellmewhat

aboutourdealings)

Me:Sizoy'cedaksasa(Wewilldiscussit

tomorrow)

Ididn'twannahavesuchtalksinfrontofNiso.

Asweweresittingtherejusthavingagoodtime

andlisteningtosomemusic,ataxipulledup.



J.Jgotoutwithhishooligans,hewasholding

hisgun...

Niso:Shit!!

Hemadehiswaytous..

Stokies:EyyBraJ,k..

J.J:Voetsek!!!..Voetsek

Heclickedhistongueandthenlookedatme..

J.J:Ucabangaukuthiubaniwena?(Whodoyou

thinkyouare)

Ipickedupthecananddrankfrom it..

J.J:Eyywenaswine!!Ng'khulumanawe(Iam

talkingtoyou)

Stokies:K'hambaniBraJ?(What'shappening)

J.J:Ng'theVoetsekwena!!

Helookedatmeagain..

J.J:Kubek'dalangadealanawethattime

umoshaumntwanawasendlini(Ishould'velong



dealtwithyou,thattimeyoumessedupwith

Nkuli)

Me:Entlekis'khalos'thini?(what'syourproblem)

J.J:Ngiyanyanyamag'busyng'delelwaabafana

abancane(Igetirritatedwhensmallboys

disrespectme)

Helookedathishooligans..

J.J:Mthatheni(Takehim)

Threeofthem madethey'rewaytomeand

roughlygrabbedMe..

Stokies:AhhBraJ.J

Helookedattheothertwoandtheywent

straighttoStokiespreventinghim from

standingup..

Niso:IfthisisaboutNomveloandNkuli,we

werejustjokingwiththem

J.J:Welltheydidn'tfindthejokefunnybecause

theyweren'tlaughing



Nisostoodup..

Me:SitdownNiso

Hesatdown.J.Jlookedatmeashisgoons

heldme..

Hegaveoneofthem hisgunandstarted

punchingmerepeatedlyonmyface,Icouldn't

reallydefendmyselfsinceIwasoverpowered

andStokiescouldn'thelpmetoo.Afterthe

punchestheyletmegoandallthreeofthem

startedattackingme,kickingmesenselessasI

wentdown.Nisotriedtocometomyrescuebut

theyheldhim back..

Stokies:BraJ.J,kantikwenzakalani?(what's

happening)

J.Jlookedatme..

Him:ngik'tholeuhluphaabantwanabam'futhi,

kinibazoculaamagugu(ifyoutroublemygirls

again,atyourhousetheygoingtosingfuneral

songs)



Hespatonmeandthenmadehiswaybackto

thetaxi,hisgoonsfollowedhim.

Niso:ShitNazoareyougood?

Stokies:Entlekuz'tholekanjanisowuqala

izinkinganoJ.J?(Howdidyoufindyourself

beefingwithJ.J)

Theyhelpedmetogetup,Iwasinseriouspain..

_

NOMVELO

Nkuliwaspacingupanddownallworriedand

upset,wewereinthebedroom..

Me:Nkuliyoumakingmedizzy

Her:DidyoureallyhavetocalluMalume?Me:

YesIhadtoo..Thoseguyswerejerks!!

Her:Doyouhaveanyideawhatyouhavedone?

WhatifyourUnclekillsSnazo?

Me:Idon'tcare!!!



Her:Wellyoubettercare!!Theworlddoesn't

revolvearoundyoumissuniverse,youbetter

startacknowledgingthatyourUnclewon'tbe

aroundforeverandwhenthathappensIwonder

what'sgoingtobecomeofyou!

Me:Soyoudefendingthem?

Her:I'm justtryingtomakeyouseethatyou

shouldgrowupVelo!Younot16anymorenot

everythingisaboutyou!

Me:WhateverNkuli

Her:Takethatback

Me:Orwhat?

Her:Iam notyourfriendIam yourbigsisteryou

bettershowmesomerespect

Ichuckled..

Me:It'snotlikeyouagoodrolemodel

Her:Uthini?(whatareyousaying)



Me:WhatexactlyareyouteachingmebigSis?

ThatIshouldprostitutemyself?

Shedidtheunthinkable,inamatterofseconds

shewasslappingmeandthrowingmeonthe

floor.ShewentonfullattackmodeandIdon't

knowhowtofight,Ihaveneverfought

physicallybeforeandIwasgettingass

whooped.AllIcoulddowasscream.Nkuliwas

veryangry.ThedooropenedandNomsa

walkedin,shelaughedfirstbeforeneutralizing

thesituation..

Nkuli:Ngizokutrapagirl!(Iwillbeatyouup)

Thatstatementmadenosensebecauseshe

hadalreadywhoopedmyass..

Nomsa:OkayNkulithat'senough

Nomsagotheroffme...

Nomsa:Whathappened?(Laughing)

Nkuli:Iyadelelalento(thisthingisdisrespectful)



MyGrandmotherwalkedin..

Grams:What'sgoingonhere?

Me:Nkuliattackedme(Crying)

Grams:What?

ShelookedatNkuli..

Grams:Usukalausukakhona,uzoshaya

umntwana?(Youfrom whereyoufrom tocome

hereandbeatthischild)

Nkuli:Areyouevergoingtobefairordefend

me?Nja..

Grams:Yey!!!

Nomsa:KodwaGogonoVelonayeuyadela

(Veloisdisrespectful)

Grams:uVeloumntwana(Veloisachild)

Nkuli:Letmejustgetmythingsandleave

(Crying)

Nomsa:Nkulicomeon



Nkuli:uGogoveleuyang'zondamina(Grams

hateme)

Grams:Myekeahambe!(lethergo)

MyGrandmotherpulledherclosertome..

Grams:Akakulimazangakodwa?(Didshehurt

you)

Icouldn'tanswerbecauseIwascrying..

Grams:Askiesphela

Nkuli:LaayoshonakhonauMalumeangifuni

nokwazi,umbabeangashoni(theredaythathe

isgoingtodie,Idon'twannasee.Youbetter

prayhedoesn'tdie)

Grams:Sisiwe!Pakishauhambe!(Packyour

thingsandgo)youfoundushereinpeace,

leaveusinpeace!

Nomsalookedatmeandshookherheadin

disappointment,notthatIcared.Shemeans

nothingtome..



_

SNAZO

Nisodroveushome,Iwasinalotofpainto

evendrive.MyMotherflippedoutwhenshe

sawmeinthatstate..

Gugu:Nkosiyami!!Kwenzakaleni?(myGod!!

Whathappened)

Nisohelpedmetositdown..

Gugu:Papaareyouokay?

Me:GuguI'm fine

Gugu:Younotfine!!LookatMe

Ilookedather..

Gugu:Kushokuthinjethinasiyazalasizalela

aboJ.Jukuthibashayayeabantwanabethu?

(SonowwegivebirthforJ.Jtobeatourkids)

IforgotthatGugucanoverreact..

Gugu:umamakheas'khohlweksasa!(HisMom



mustforgetustomorrow)

MyGrandmotherwalkedin..

Her:Umsindowani?(Whysomuchnoise)

Gugu:bonaukuthiuJ.JumenzeniuNazo(lookat

whatJ.JdidtoNazo)

Ma:Bekwenzakalani?(Whathappened)

Shemovedclosertome..

Ma:ithingibone?(letmesee)

Shestretchedherhandtome..

Me:Pleasedon'ttouchme

Gugu:Snazo!!

Me:Yini?(What)Idon'twanthertotouchme

MyGrandmotherexhaled..

Ma:Goodnighteveryone

Shewalkedouttothebedroom..

Gugu:What'swrongwithyou?



Me:Nx!!

Istoodupandthenslowlywalkedouttomy

room..

Gugu:Snazo!!!!

Iunlockedandwalkedin,Isatonthethebed

andthoughtforawhile...

Me:What'shappeningtome?

IwishIknewwhatwashappeningtome,Iwish

IknewwhyIwaslosingmymind.

AsIwaslostdeepinmythoughtsIheardasoft

knock..

Me:Guguifit'syou..I'm notinthemood!!

Thepersonknockedagain..

Istoodupandwenttoopen..

Me:Iswearif..

ItwasNkuli,shewasstandingtherewithher

bagandtearswerestreamingdownhercheeks..



Her:Ididn'tknowwhereelsetogo

Iopenedandshewalkedin..Iclosedthedoor

andleanedagainstit..

Me:Whathappened?

Sheshruggedhershouldersand

continuedcrying..

Me:Comehere

Shedroppedherbagandmadeherwaytome,I

wrappedmyhandsaroundherasshelaidher

headonmychestallcrying.ForamomentI

evenforgotthatIwasinjured..

.

Tobecontinued
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SNAZO

Sleepseemstoeludemelatelyespeciallysince



IstartedhearingthisvoicethatIcan'teven

makeoutifit'srealorit'sjustinmyhead.My

bruisesalsomadeitabitharderformetosleep,

Ididn'thavepainkillersaroundtheroom.I'll

havetogoinsidethehousetogetsome...

IstoodagainstthewallandwatchedNkulias

sheslept,shelookedsoodifferentfrom howI

knowher.Shehaschangedherlooksandsheis

stillbeautifulbutsheisnotmyNkuli.Thereway

thatshewassleepingmademethinkthatshe

hasn'thadsuchapeacefulsleepinalongtime..

Idon'tunderstandwhat'shappeningtomeandI

am notgoingtoacceptsomethingthatIdon't

understand.Ihighlydoubtthatthisisareligious

calling,whywouldGoldleaveallthem good

Christiansatchurchandcomeforme?Iam

nothingbutadownlowsinner.Idon'teven

acknowledgehisexistencesoIhighlydoubt

thathewouldwantsomeonelikemetoserve

him..



_

NOMVELO

Thefollowingmorningwewokeupveryearly

andmadeourwaytothecemetery.ItwasMe,

Grams,myUncleandothertwoelders.Idon't

knowwhyIkeepondoingthistomyself

becauseallIdoisjuststandatafardistance,I

don'thavethehearttogouptomyMother's

grave.Herdeparturefrom thisworldrippedmy

heartout,Ican'tseem toacceptherpassing.

ShepassedonwhenIwasveryyoungsothat

makesthepainworse,IwishIhadmoretime

withher.Iwishshecould'velivedtoseeme

nowbutmystupidFatherdecidedtoplayGod

andtookherawayfrom me.Idon'tknowhim

andIdon'twannaknowhim,Iwillnevereven

accepthisapology.Hehasbeenwritingme

from jail,theletterswouldcomewithmyUncle

butIthrowthem inthetrash,Iwantnocontact

withhim..



Itwasverychilly,thegrasswaswetandthere

wasmist.Ilookedatthem from afardistance,

theywerefacinghermarbletombstonehead.

MyUncleisanotheronewhogetsaffectedby

thesevisitstohergrave,hisheartbreaksevery

timewhenwecomehere.Itriedveryhardto

keepmyselffrom beingemotionalandwaited

forthem tofinish,whentheywerefinallydone

wemadeourwaytothecar..

Uncle:Areyouokay?

Me:I'llbefine

Heputhishandaroundmyshoulders.People

keepsayingthattheywannaseewhat'sgoing

tobecomeofmewhenmyUncleisnolonger

around,youknowwhat?Theirtalksarestarting

toscaremeabit.Allthemoneythathe'sgoing

toleavemewon'ttakeawaythefactthatI'llbe

allalone,I'llhavetofacelifealone..

_



NISO

SomehowIhatetoseeMyGrandmotherupset,

she'soldandshe'sbeenthroughalot.She

raisedMeandSnazoalonewhilemyMother

wasnotaround,itwasn'teasybuthereweare

todayallgrownup.Imademywayinshewas

standingbythesinkandstarringoutofthe

window,sheseemedtobelostinherthoughts..

Me:Ma

Shelookedatme..

Me:Morning

Her:Morning

Me:CanImakeyousometea?

Her:Yesplease

Me:IknowthatIam notyourfavourite

GrandsonbutIhatetoseeyouthisupset

Shesmiled..



Her:IloveyouthesamewaythatIloveNazo,

bothofyouaremylife

MyMothermadeherwayin...

Mom:Goodmorning

Wegreetedherback..

Gugu:Iwannastartwithlaundrywhileit'sstill

thisearly

Ma:Ihavetopreparemyself

Gugu:for?

Ma:Mangcoboinvitedustoherhouse

remember?

Gugu:Maasiyilapho!(Wenotgoingthere)

Ma:AwwGugu

Gugu:DidyouseewhatJJdidtomyson?

(Silence)

Me:SpeakingofSnazoweirdthingshavebeen

happeningtome



Ma:Weirdthingslike?

Me:YesterdayatNandossomewomanhada

heartattack

Gugu:haiwena,serious?

Me:Yes...What'sshockingisthatSnazosawit

beforeithappened,morelikehehadavisionof

thewholething

Gugu:whatareyoutryingtosay?

Ma:Shewasmeanttosavethatwoman,ifhe

sawitbeforeithappeneditmeansthathewas

supposedtohelpherbuthecouldn'tbecause

hedoesn'tunderstandwhat'shappeningtohim

andhedoesn'twannaacceptit

Gugu:Yazinjeallofthisdoesn'tmakesense

Me:WhatifSnazoisgoingthroughthis

becauseofthefactthatwedon'tknowour

Fatherandhisfamily

Gugu:Nisodon'tstart



Me:Whenareyougoingtobehonestwithus

Gugu?Whenareyougoingtotellusthetruth?

Gugu:Todayyouwilldoyourownlaundry

Shewalkedoutandleftus..

_

NOMSA

Iwasupveryearlytohelpwiththecooking

whileJJandhisMotherwenttohisSister's

grave.MylifewithJJwasnevergood,Nomvelo

hasalwaysbeenabarrierbetweenus.Shehas

alwaysmanagedtogetbetweenusandstart

trouble.Iam morehurtthatIam forcedtolove

thisungratefulchildwhileJJhatesmyownkids,

Imeanifhetrulylovedmethenhewouldlove

mykidstoo.Iam nothappyinmymarriage,

apartfrom NomveloJJisaveryruthlessman.

Hehasnoregardforhumanlife.Histaxi

businesshasshedalotofblood,hehasalotof

bloodinhishandsandhasaprotectionofhis



powerfultraditionalhealer.Hehasawilland

everythingisgoingstraighttothatspoilesbrat

ofhis,Iam reallytiredofthisjailandshameof

amarriage.Iwannakillmyhusbandthentake

everythingofhisandIwannaseehowthelittle

bratisgoingtosurvivewithoutherUncle.All

thatglam lifewilldisappearlikeapuffof

smoke..

.

Tobecontinued
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NOMVELO

Icouldn'twaitforthedaytobeover,noactually

Icouldn'twaitfortheweekendtobeover.Iwas

missinghome,missingmyfriends,andmissing

school.Ireallywantedtobeoutofhere,Iwas

gettingboredbymyGrandmotherintroducing

metoeveryonewhocamein.Wedidn'teven



invitesoomuchPeopleIwonderwhyblack

peoplefailtosticktotheinvitationandgate

crasheveryevent.Nothingmuchwas

happeningnowexceptfortheoldmenwho

weredrinkingAfricanbeerandsinging,they

don'tevenlookliketheyhadabaththeylooked

verydirty.Suchadisgustingthingtosee..

Grams:Velo

IlookedathershewasholdingaTupperware

Her:Izangikuthume(letmesendyou)

Me:Where?

Her:RememberMaButhelezi'shouse?

Me:DuchessNo..

Her:Velongimdala(Iam old)IfIdon'tsendyou

whowillIsend?ShouldIgottherewhileyousit

andbeonyourphone?

Me:No

Her:Good!Nowgothereandgiveherthis,I



don'tknowwhyshedidn'tcomemaybesheis

sick.Shelovessconessoshewillbehappy

Iexhaledandstoodup..

ItooktheTupperwarefrom her..

Her:Thankyou

Itookthatdreadfulwalktotheenemy'shouse..

_

SNAZO

Ilookedathim andIcouldn'treadhim..

Shine:Manjeuthini?(whatdoyousay)

Me:Themostimportantquestionis,canwe

trusthim?

Him:Youcantrustmegentlemen

Me:AfewyearsagoIwasfuckedinsucha

similardeale

Him:LookIknowthatyouwenttojailfor

somethingthatyoudidn'tdobutIpromiseyou,



thisdealisclean

Shine:Youaskingustostealblackstones

there'snothingcleanaboutthat

Him:Lookit'snotlikeyouguysaregoinginto

steal,youwillbegoinginasworkers,youwillbe

workingbutthere'saspecificplacewereyou

supposedtodigandthengetthosestonesfor

me

Me:Whyarethestonessoimportanttoyou?

Him:That'smybusiness

RightnowShineandIwegettingourselvesa

job,adifferentonefrom from thelastone.Ina

hoodclosetominetheyerectingashopping

complex,thespacewerethecomplexis

supposedtobesituatedisnotappeasing.It'sa

bushthatneedsseriousworkingonandit's

goingtotakesometimetoworkonit.Thisguy

whoissittinginfrontofusDeon,hewantsusto

gointotheprojectasconstructionworkers



becauseaccordingtohim hiswifeisa

geologistwhowashiredtocheckouttheplace

andshehintedtohim thatinthatareathere's

certainstonesthatareworthafortune.

Knowingnoonewhocanpulloffthisjob

successfullyhegotShine'scontactsfrom the

fuckerthatfuckedmeupandIwenttojailfor5

years..

Me:WhyshouldItrustyou?Becauseyour

associateframedme5yearsago

Him:Iunderstandhowyoufeeland...

Me:Idid5years,youdon'tunderstandshit!

Him:Weallgoingtobenefitalotfrom thisdeal,

mywifetoldmethatnooneknowsaboutthe

rocks.Nooneknowsthattherocksarethere

andhowmuchtheyworth,it'sacleanjob.My

wifeisjustgoingtoinform theshareholders

thatyoutwoaregoodatwhatyoudo,wegoing

toforgesomepapersandexperience.Thejob



willonlytakeyou3monthsbutyourcontractis

goingtobefor6months,youwillbegettingR5

000fortheconstructionjobandassoonasyou

givemethefirst5rocksyouwilleachget10k

forthecoming3months

Shinewhistled..

Shine:intotalit'sgoingtobeR30000

Him:Yes

Me:Howmuchis1rockworth?

Him:Thatismybusiness

Me:Whatifonerockisamillionandyouonly

givingus10k?That'saripoff

Shine:Ithink10kisworthitNazo,thisisaclean

jobpluscombinedwiththeR5000it'sgoingto

beenough

(Silence)

Me:Howmucharetherocksworth?



Him:Let'scutadealof15k?

Me:20k

Helookedatmeforawhile..

Him:20kitisthen

Hestoodup..

Him:Wellthengentlemenwehaveadeal

Hestretchedhishandforahandshake..

_

MVELO

Istoodatthedoorstepandlookedatthedoor,I

sighedandknocked.Therewasnoanswer,I

knockedagainafewtimesuntilsomeone

opened.ItwasNiso..

Heleanedagainstthedoorandlookedatme,

Hemademeabituncomfortable.Hewas

shirtless,hadonsomeshortsonly.Ididn'tknow

thathehadmoretattoosonhisbody,they



didn'tlookbadthoughandtheyweresmall..

Me:Iwassentbymy..Iwassentbymy

Grandmother

HeopenedthedoorwidersothatIcouldcome

in,Imademywayin..

Her:ThesearesconesforyourGrandmother

HetooktheTupperwarefrom meandour

handstouched,Ihadgoosebumps..

Heputitontopofthecounter..

Him:I'llgiveittoher

Me:Thankyou

Iturnedandopenedthedoor..

Him:Sorryaboutlastnight

Istopped..

Him:Shouldn'thavedissedyouandyourcousin

likethat

Ilookedathim...



Me:It'sokay

Him:Wouldn'thavedonethatifweknewthat

yallwerethatsoftandsensitive

Me:Goodbye

Him:Itwasajoke..Youdamnsensitivedoyou

knowthat?

Me:MakesurethatyourGrandmothergetthose

scones

Iwalkedout..

Him:Okaywait!!

Istoppedagain,hemadehiswaytome..

Him:HowaboutItakeyououttonightjustto

showyouhowsorryIam aboutlastnight?

Me:Idon'tknow

Him:Wejustgonnagetafewdrinks,havesome

funthenI'llmakesurethatyougethomesafe

Ireallydidn'tknowwhattosay,heliftedmychin



upsothatIcouldlookathim..

Goodnessme,Ihaveneverseensuchcuteness..

Me:Idon'tknowreally

Him:Exactlywhatdon'tyouknow?

Ishruggedmyshoulders..

Me:WhyshouldItrustyou?

Hefoldedhisarms..

Him:IfyoucouldseewhatyourUncledidtomy

BrotherIdon'tthinkIwoulddissyoulikethat

anymore

Ichuckled..

Him:Sothat'sayes?

Me:Okay

Him:Gimmeyourphone

Iunlockeditandgaveittohim..

Hewasonitforawhilethenhandeditbackto



me..

Him:Youwillringmeuplatertopickyouup

maybeat18:00

Me:Ohw

Him:Savedmynumberas"Babe"

Ilaughed..

Me:What?Youaresoofullofyourself!

Him:I'm thinkingaheadhere

Me:WoowIhaveneverseensuchconfidence

(Sarcasm)

Him:CanItellyousomething?

Inodded..Hecamecloserandputhishand

aroundmywaistwhilewhisperinginmyear..

Him:Youverybeautifulbutthatnosering

doesn'tsuityou,Ifeelsometypeofwaywith

girlswhodothosetypeofpiercingstheyusually

hoes



Ipushedhim off..

Me:Bye

Him:Andthatwasn'tajoke!(Shouting)

Me:AjerkwillalwaysbeajerkIguess!

(shouting)

Imademywayoutoftheyardwithoutlooking

back,Istoppedinthemiddleofthestreetand

tookoffthenosering.Itosseditabitfar..

_

SNAZO

ShineandIwewerenowchillingat

Gazibohavingsomebeers..

Shine:Sowhatarewegoingtotell

Stokies?

Deonclearystatedthathedoesn'twantStokies

tobeapartoftheteam,hesaidthatStokies

lookslikeathugandheisgoingtogiveus



away..

Me:Howdoesheevenknowhim?

Shine:Maybethatfuckertoldhim about

Stokies

(Silence)

Shine:Canwetrusthim?

Me:Tomorrowwegoingtoshowupathis

housefordinner,toshowhim thatnowwe

knowwherehelivesandweknowhis

family

Shine:Howthehellwegoingtofindhis

house?

Me:Leavethattome

J.J'staxipulledup...

Me:Yougottobekiddingme!

Hegotout..



Shine:Ufunanimanje?(Whatdoeshewantnow)

Ipickedupmycanfrom thetableanddrank

from it.Hepassedusandwenttobuy

something,hewaswithsomeguy..

HelookedatmeandIlookedathim.

Shine:Ihopeangekeasenzeleamawazawaza

(Ihopehewon'tstarttrouble)

Me:Nxa!!!

Shine:Sigcwaleindlela?(Shouldweleave)

looksliketheygoingtochillhere

Me:Yeahasambesogcwalaistradi(let'sgoand

beinthestreet)

IhavemoretolosethanJJ,Ijustgotreleased

andIam notlookingfortrouble.

Me:Letmegetafewcansthenwecangochill

atyourplace

Him:Ta



Igotupandwenttogetafewcans,JJwasstill

standingtheresoIwaitedforhim..

JJ:Dangeruyobanakwenzakalaniumaumntu

azenzaihuzu(Dangerdoyouseewhathappens

whensomeoneactsallthuggish)

Theybothlookedatme..

JJ:KudalekaIzinkinga(troublefollows)

Iignoredhim andmademywaytothecounter

buthepushedmeback,Ilaughedwhileshaking

myhead..

JJ:ubong'melang'cedeukuthenga(youshould

waitformetillI'm done)

Heturnedbacktofinishplacinghisorder.I

glanceddownandIhadtwohandprintsof

bloodonmytshirt,intheexactsameplace

werehelaidhishandswhenhepushedme.I

lookedathim andhishandsweredripping

blood.Iclosedmyeyesandopenedthem again,

Istillsawhishandsdrippingblood.Hisboy



tookthebucketthathadbeersandiceinside,

whenJJturnedandlookedatmeIsawblood

alsoinhismouth.HepassedmeandIcould've

swornthatIfeltsomebadaurasurrounding

him.ItwasmorelikethePandoraboxwas

openedandalltheevilofthisworldwas

shadowinghim...Ifeltveryuneasywithhis

presencethistimearound..

.

Tobecontinued

13

Nomvelo

Idon'tknowwhyIwasthisnervousaboutthe

"date"ImeanheisanordinaryghettoboyI

shouldn'tevenbethisnervous,hehasnothing

toimpressmewith.Itwasstillbusyaroundthe

house,noteveryonewasgonesoIcalled

NomsasothatIcouldtalktoherinprivate..

Her:What'swrong?



Me:IknowthatyouandIaren'treallybestof

friendsandthatwedon'treallylikeeachother

Her:Ithinkthatstatementiswrong"Youdon't

likeme"

Me:LookIneedyourhelp

Her:Serious?

Me:Yesplease

Her:Khuluma(Talk)

Me:It'ssomewhatcomplicated

Her:JusttalkVelo

Me:Iam goingoutsoIneedyoutocoverfor

me

Her:WaitIdon'tunderstand..Yougoingout?

Goingoutwhereandwithwho?Phelawena

awazimuntula(Youdon'tknowanyonearound

here)

Me:Pleasejustcoverforme



Her:Iam notgoingtocoverforyoungento

engingayazi,whatifsomethinghappenstoyou

yourUnclewillkillme

Me:Nomsatrustmenothingisgoingtohappen

Ijustmadefriendssowegoingout

Her:VelothehoodisnotforPeoplelikeyou,

Youdon'tknowhowdangerousitcanbe.Girls

gomissingand..

Me:NomsaisitaYesoraNo?

Shelookedatme..

Her:WhyshouldIdothisforyouwhenyoudon't

evenrespectme?

Ikeptquiet..

Her:Whenareyoucomingback?

Me:Abitlater

Her:Iwantyoutocallmeatleasteveryhour

anddon'tcomebacklaterthan23:00



Me:Soyouwillcoverforme?

Her:AsmuchasIhateit..Yes

Me:Thankyouverymuch

Itriedhuggingherbutshepushedmeback..

Her:Notsofastbabygirlthere'safewthings

thatweneedtounderstandeachotheron

Me:Like?

Her:Likefrom nowonyougoingtorespectme

Me:Thatcanbedone

Her:Good!

Me:Thankyou

Her:Havefun,andbesafe

Me:Iwill

_

SNAZO

IhadborrowedNisomycarsaidheisgoingout



andhewillbebacklater...

Weweresittingintheloungehavingdinner

whilewatchingTv..

Me:I..Igotajob

TheybothlookedatMe..

Gugu:Ajob?Where?

Me:AnoldfriendthatIwenttoschoolwithhas

aconstructioncompany,theybuildinga

complexsoheneededafewmenandIavailed

myself

Gugu:WowSnazothat'sgood..Whenareyou

starting?

Me:Iam notsuremaybeonTuesdayor

Wednesdayneedtosortoutthepaperworkfirst

Gugu:That'sverygood..PraisebetoGod

MyGrandmotherunfortunatelyhadadifferent

reaction..



Gugu:Atleastnowyouwillbedoingsomething

concrete

Me:Yeahitseemsso

Wecontinuedeating..

Gugu:Letmegogetthelaundry..Ithinkit's

raining

Me:Soundsmorelikewind

Gugu:Eitherway..

Shestoodupandwalkedout,leavingmeand

myGrandmotheralone.Wekeptthesilence

betweenusandlettheTvdoallthenoise..

(Silence)

Iputmyplateonthecoffeetable..

Me:Iseethings,scarythingswhichIcannot

explain.ItstartedbackwhenIwasinjailandI

keptonhearingacertainvoicethatIam not

familiarwith



Ilookedather..

Me:What'shappeningtome?

Her:Thevoiceyouhear..Canyoudescribeit?

Ishruggedmyshoulders..

Me:Idon'tknowit'saverycalm voicemostly

talkstomewhenI'm inacalm state,ifI'm angry

aboutsomethingIcan'thearitorwhenI'm ina

noisyplace

Her:Nazothegiftofhealinghasbeenpassed

toyou,nomatterhowmuchyoufightitordeny

it,ItisyourdestinytoserveGodandsavesouls

from thehandoftheenemy

Me:Itdoesn'tmakesense..Whyme?There's

nothingspecialaboutme.Idon'tevenpray,I

haveneverreadtheBiblebeforeIam nota

churchPersonandIcertainlydon'tbelievein

thisreligionnonsense

Shechuckled..



Her:Godchooseswhattheworldconsiders

uselessinordertoshametheproud.God

doesn'thavetheeyeofahumanbeing,he

doesn'tlookattheoutwardappearancehe

looksattheheart.DespiteyourUngodlyactions

Nazobutyouhaveaverygoodheart.Thevoice

youhearit'stheholyspirit,theholyspiritis

alwaysheretoguideyouandgiveyouwisdom.

Theholyspiritistheonethat'ssupposedtobe

yourguidanceatalltimesasyouworkon

acceptingyourgift.Youneedtorememberthe

holyspiritisverysensitive,youcannothearhis

voicewhenyounotatpeace.Whenthere'stoo

muchwarwithinyou,theholyspiritcannotbe

onewithyou.ThoughIdon'tunderstandhow

yougotthegiftnowbecauseyousupposedto

getitwhenI'm nomore,butGodworksin

mysteriousways.Youneedtochangeyour

ways,answertoyourcallingandgiveyourself

toGod.Afterallitisyourdestiny



Me:MathisisnotMe,Ican'tdoit.Godhasto

findsomeoneelse

Shesmiled..

Her:YouremindmeofMosesrightnowwhen

hehadtogoandrescuetheIsraelitesfrom

Egypt.LookNazoIknowit'snoteasytowake

upandhearthatyourlifehastochange,but

don'tchallengeGod

Me:Iam notacceptingsomethingthatIdon't

understandnorbelievein,Godmustfind

someoneatthechurch.Someonewhobelieves

inhim,andthat'snotMe

Thekitchendooropened..

Gugu:Yhuuuuuaii!!!Uyakhulumaumakhelwane

wethu!(Ourneighbourisverytalkative)

_

NOMVELO

Iwaitedforhim foralmostlike10min,Iwas



evenannoyedathowlatehewas.Hepulledup

inaCitigolfthatwaswellpimpedout.Istood

thererefusingtogoin,hewas10minlateafter

all.Alotofthingscanhappeninaspaceof

10min..Heopenedthedoorandgotout,hewas

wearingordinary.Bluejeans,aWhiteshirt,

whiteallstarsneakersandabluehat.

EverytimewhenIseehim myheartmelts,my

kneesgrowweakandIfeelahotsensation

downinmycookie..

Him:Hey

Me:Youlate

Him:YaeishhadeTwana(Sorry)

Me:Whatdoesthatmean?

Him:Itmeansthatyoulookbeautifulinyour

tightskinnyjeans

Ihaveaslim body,Iam asize30..

Me:Ohw



HeheldmyhandandIfeltanelectricalcharge

travelingtomyspinalcordwhichmademeabit

weak..

Me:Readytogo?

AllIcoulddowasjustnod..

Hesmiledatme..

Him:Nonosering..Whathappened?

Me:Pleasedon'tstart

Helaughedandledmetothecar..

_

SNAZO

Me:ThatwasagoodmealGugu..Thankyou

Her:Youwelcomebaby

Me:Goodnight

Her:Night

IlookedatmyGrandmother..



Me:NightMa

Her:NightNazo

Gugu:Ilikeitwhenwegetalonginpeace

Ma:Nazowasnevertheonetogetangry

forever..Heisveryspecial

Me:I'llseeyouguystomorrowmorning

Gugu:Byebaby..Gogetsomerest

Iwalkedoutandwenttomyroom,itwasstill

veryearlyformetosleep.Wasn'teven19:00

justasyet..

Itookmywalletandwentouttogetmyselfa

beerandsomeweed..

IthoughtaboutwhatmyGrandmothertoldme

andIdon'twannalie,Godgotthewrongone.I

am aNon-believer,whatsoever...

_

NOMVELO



Wedroveuptothisotherplace,itwasvery

hoodandIdidn'tlikeit..

Niso:Welcometomyworld

Heheldmyhandaswemadeourwayin,

greetingafewPeoplealongtheway.Ihave

neverbeeninsuchalowclassplaceinmy

wholeentirelife.IfearedformylifeIdon't

wannalie,mostofthesepeopleseemed

ungoverned.Itwasaplaceblendedinbyold

andyoungpeople,aflatscreenonthewall.A

pooltableinthemiddle,afewtablesandchairs

hereandthen.GirlswearingveryNasty,some

wereevendrinkingbeer.Itwasnotmykindof

placeandthemusicwasabitloud,themusic

madenosenseatallitwasratchet...

"Washumamawami

Sebeng'dungingcondo

Badung'inhliziyoyam

Badung'unembezawam



Velak'sekholuthoo...Salesobuya

Salusubuya(Salusubuyaa)

Sazobuya(Salusubuyaa)

Sazobuyaa(Salusubuyaa)

Sazobuyaa(Salusubuyaa)

Sazobuyaaa(Salusubuya)"

Afewpeopleseemedtobeenjoyingthesong,

theywereevendancingtoit.IheldontoNiso's

handfordearlife.Helookedatmeandsmiled

atme.Afeweyeswereonusaswewalkedin,I

sawsomegirlswhisperingtoeachother.We

mademywaytothecounter..

Niso:Wola

Therewasaguyworkingontheotherside,my

hearthadsanklowertomyknees..

Niso:Whatareyougoingtodrink?

Me:Cocacola



Hegavemeaweirdlook,Iwouldn'twannaget

drunkinsuchaplace..

Niso:Ithingizobuyakuwe(Iwillcomebackto

you)

Guy:Sho

Wewalkedoutside..

Him:What'swrongnow?

Me:ThisisnotthetypeofplacesIgotoo

Him:OkaylookNomvelo..

Me:Noyoulook..Idon'twannabehere!

Hekeptquietandlookedatmeabitirritated..

Him:Don'tyoudarespeakoverme,youagreed

tothisokay?MarchyourspoiledassbackinI

gotthis!!!

Ilookedattheplaceagain..

Him:Mas'ngadinani(let'snotannoyeachother)

HestretchedhishandtomeandIheldit,we



walkedbackinagain..

.

Tobecontinued
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NOMVELO

IadmitthatImust'vemisjudgedthisplaceat

first,afterafewsipsoftheciderthatIwas

drinkingIloosenedupalittle.Itbecamereally

fun,Peopleweredancing,drinkingandhaving

fun.Itwasasifliketheyforgotabouttheworld

outsideandit'sproblems,theywereallbottled

upinthisworldoffunanddancing.Noonewas

beingmischievousotherthanthosewhowere

knockedupandweregettinginthenervesof

theothers,butotherthanthatitwasreallyfun.

Nisohadcalledafriendtocomeoverandhe

broughtalonghisgirlfriendhernicknameis

"groovy".Judgingfrom thatnameIbelievethat

sheneedsnointroduction,shewasn'tdifferent



from yourtypicalhoodrat.Hermakeupwasthe

funoftheparty,shehadonapinklipstickwith

blueeyeshadowsitwasn'timpressiveatallbut

thenagainhernameis"Groovy".WhatIliked

mostaboutherwasherfreespirit,senseof

humorandthefactthatshedidn'tcareabout

whatotherpeoplethoughtofher,sheisthe

typetodothingsonlytoimpressherselfandno

oneelse...

Groovy:HaimaanDali,solokougoneledumpie

eyione(Youhavebeennursingthatcider)

Me:WellIam acocktailandMartinikindofgirl

so..Thisisnewtome

Iwasdrinkingacidercalled"Smoochie"or

"Smoothie"wasn'treallysureaboutthename.I

wasnowstartingtofeeltheirmusicgenre,

wasn'tsureifitwasthealcoholgettingtomeor

what.GroovywasdrinkingHeinekentogether

withNisoandherboyfriendMongz,Ican't

processthatit'stoobitter..



Groovy:YaziniathingiyolandaiBrutal8,ingudu

Dali(Letmegogetbrutal8,thebigone)

Me:Okay

Groovystoodup..

Niso:Whoa!!Ayibuyeleestulweni(sitdown)

Groovysatdown..

Niso:Brutal8?

Groovyshruggedhershoulders..

Niso:cabangaukuthilomuntuuzoyikhona

iBrutal8?(Doyouthinkshewillbeableto

handlebrutal8)

Groovy:sizomshayangentoeLight(Iwillgether

somethingthat'slight)

Mongz:MinaI'llgetsomethingtoeat

Niso:Tapoi

Me:Wait..FirstIneedtopee

Groovy:Nazoke(Herewego)



Niso:I'llaccompanyyou

Groovy:ibambelapho(holditthere)

Shelookedatme..

Groovy:Sukuma,let'sgo..Plusngifuna

ukuyonkauza(plusIwanttosmoke)

NisolookedatmeandInodded..

Niso:Don'tworryyousafewithher

Groovy:ay'minangiyalishayaibhodlelake

bonkebayazila(Istab,everyoneknowshere)

Me:Whatdoesthatmean?

Groovy:Itmeansphola..uRight(itmeansrelax,

yousafe)

Istoodandalmostfell..

Me:Wow!!..Thatwasclosed(laughing)

Groovy:Nci..Nci..Nci..iDumpieeyionenje

sesibambaamatafula?(justoneciderand

alreadyweholdingthetable)



Niso:umbambenagawi(makesureshedoesn't

fall)

GroovyandIwalkedout,itwasabitcold

outsidenow..

Groovy:ngapha..Thisway

Ifollowedherassheledmeattheback,ina

darkplace..

Groovy:Azishe!(doit)

Sheloweredherunderwearandcrouchedwith

herassagainstthewallandstartedurinating.

Thisplacewasstinkingofurine..

Me:Waitthis..Thisisthetoilet?

Groovy:Nomissuniversethisissafeplace,

toiletsareweretheykrrrryou!!!

Sheranherthumbacrossherneck..

Me:Thisissoonotright

Her:Dalijusthandleyourbusinessneh?



Ilookedaroundandnodded..

IunbuttonedmyJeanandranthezipdown,

whentwoguysshowedup..

Groovy:Manje?(now)

Iclearedmythroat..

Her:Abanandabanawe!(theydon'tcareabout

you)

Theyhandledtheirbusinessnotfarfrom us.I

pulledmyjeansdownabitandcrouched,my

bum bumpedagainstthewallIfellandI

urinatedonmyself..

Me:No!!No!!..No!!

Icouldn'tevenholdback..

Groovy:Andthen?

Me:I!!..Iurinatedonmyself(Whispering)

Her:Uri-what?

Me:I..



Her:Youmeanukuthiuzichamele?(you

urinatedonyourself)

Shestartedlaughing..Itwassoembarrassing..

Me:Ican'tgobackinthere

Istartedcrying..

Groovy:Awwmaraungakhali(don'tcry)

Me:Iwannagohome(Crying)

Thetwoguyslookedatus..

Guy1:Zkhiphani?(what'shappening)

Guy2:Uyakhalamuntuza?(Areyoucrying)

Groovy:Siright,Sigrand(Weareokay)

Guy1:ushokanjaniomunyeumntwanaakhala?

(Howcanyousaythatwhenanotherchildis

crying)

Me:Ican'tgobackinlikethis,I'm gonnaitch

andsmell

Guy1:Yinikanti?(what'swrong)



Groovy:Eishsineaccident(wehaveanaccident)

Guy2:Accident?

Guy1:ushoukuthiuNgwanas?(Youmeanthat

she..)

Thesecondguylaughed..

Guy2:Aiinokuyanyiwa(it'shard)

Guy1:Yanehyooh

Me:Iwannagohome!!

Groovy:Let'snotovertheact(overreact)

Me:Whatdoyouevenmean?

Guy2:awuphumilane?(younotfrom aroundne)

Guy1:bhekaGroovsthothelauNgwanasinto

yok'gcokasizomanayela(Gethersomethingto

wear,wewillwaitherewithher)

Groovy:Niyanyakanti!!(Yallaremad)

Guy2:Hauyinimanjeizintoezisnax?(what's

wrongnow)



Groovy:Ningazonyabonyoko!!(swearing)

Guy1:Aiubaleamagamawakhomanje(Count

yourwords)

Guy1:ukuthisiyakwaziakushoukuthingeke

sikunyathele(justbecauseweknowyoudoesn't

meanwecan'tbeatyouup)

Iwasstartingtogetabitscared..

Groovytookoutapocketknife..

Me:Youhavea..Youhaveaknife?

Oneoftheguysalsotookoutaknife..

Guy1:ayy'phelasizok'bambanou!(wecanhold

youdownnow)

Me:GroovyIwannago(Crying)

Ididn'tcarethatIwaswet,thiswasgettingugly

andIdidn'twannabehereanymore..

Groovy:Let'sgo

Westartedwalkingaway,leavingthem behind.



WhenwegotatthedoorIstopped..

Me:Ican'twalkinlikethis..PleasecallNisofor

me

Groovy:Okay..Ngiyazwakala(I'm coming)

Shewalkedin..

Istoodthereshakinglikealeaf.Myfirstmind

wasthatIshouldcallmyUncle,butthenIwill

beinalotoftrouble.Groovywentuptohim and

whisperedinhisear,Isawhisfacialexpression

changedandhelookedstraightinmydirection.

Hestoodupandcametome..

Him:Areyouokay?

Me:Ijustwannago

Him:Whowerethoseguys?Whathappened?

Me:Idon'tknow(Crying)

Groovycametous..

Him:OkayjuststandherewithGroovyI'm



coming..

Me:No!!..Ijustwannago

Mongzshowedup..

Mongz:Ehhsekwenzakalenimanje?(what

happenednow)

Igrabbedhistshirt..

Me:Iwannago..Please

HelookedatMongz..

Niso:bhekaI'llcallyou

Mongz:kantiwhathappened?

Groovy:Eishyilabafanaabahluphayo(it'sthese

problematicboys)

Mongz:eishwhat'sgoingtohappennow?

SizobhelelauSnazo?(shouldwecallSnazo)

Niso:No!!..I'llhandlethis

Me:YouhandlingnothingNiso..Let'sjustgo



Groovy:Lezinjalezi!!(thesedogs)

Mongz:Nexttimewewillgosomewhereelse

sisizasorryneh?

Inodded..

Nisosaidhisgoodbyestothem andthenwe

walkedtothecar,Icouldseethathewas

irritated..Heunlockedthecar..

Him:Getin

Igotin,hewenttheotherwayandgotin.

Him:NexttimewhenIsayI'm handlingit,it

meansI'm handlingityouunderstand?

Me:Idon'tlikeviolenceNiso

Him:That'srichconsideringthat'stheonly

languageyourUncleunderstands

Me:Wow..Okaymaybeyoushouldtakeme

home

Hekeptquiet,tearsstreameddown..



Him:VeloI..

Me:Pleasetakemehome

Him:Okay

Hewasreallyactinglikeajerkrightnow..

_

SNAZO

Itwasaround22:00,Nisowasn'tback.Iwas

startingtogetworried.Iwasinthelounge

watchingTV,Itookoutmyphoneandcalled

him buthedidn'tpickup.Icalledhisfriend

Mongz..

Mongz:Snazo

Me:EyyMongz

Mongz:Zkhiphani?(What'shappening)

Me:bhekamaanintwanayam'ayibambiiPhone

(Nisoisnotansweringhisphone)

Mongz:Kantinexucedaukphumamanje(He



justleft)

Me:Nostressthen

Mongz:Sharp

Me:Sho

Ihungup..

_

NOMVELO

Myphonerang,Ihadleftitinthecarallalong

whilewewereinthatplace.ItwasNomsa..

Me:Hello

Her:Veloukuphi?(whereareyou)

Me:I'm onmywayhome

Her:Yaaboutthatthere'saproblem withour

plan

Me:Whatdoyoumean?

Her:Youwillhavetosleepoutandcomeback



homeat7am tomorrow

Me:What???

Her:Ifyouwanttheplantoworkyouwillhave

tosleepout

Me:WhatdoyoumeanIwillhavetosleepout?

NomsaIdon'thaveanywheretosleep?

Her:Idon'tknowwhatyougoingtodothen

becauseifyoucomebacknow,JJisgoingto

seethatIwaslyingandheisgoingtokillus

bothsomakeaplan

Me:NomsaI..Hello?Hello?

Ilookedatmyphone..

Me:Dammit!!!

Niso:What'swrong?

Me:Ineeda..Ineedaplacetosleep

.

Tobecontinued
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NOMVELO

Niso:Wait..Whatdoyoumeanyouneedaplace

tosleep?

Me:ThatwastheonlywayIcouldmakeour

datepossible

Heexhaled..

Me:Andthere'sonelastthing?

Him:What?

Me:I..Iaccidentallyurinatedonmyselfwhen

wewenttourinateoutside

Hedidn'tsayanythingtothatcomment,just

laughedafterafewseconds..

Me:It'snotthatfunny..I'm gonnaneedtobath

can'tsleeplikethis

NomsaandIwenotbestoffriendsIhopeshe



isnotsettingmeuporelsethere'sgoingtobe

heavyconsequences,Iwillmakesurethatmy

Uncleleavesherass!

Idon'tknowwhattimeitwasbutitwasabit

quietnowandverydark,themoonprovideda

bitoflightbutthestreetstillremainedempty

andmostpartsofitwasdark.Lookedlike

almosteveryhousewastuckedin..

Helockedthegateandthenwemadeourway

totheback,Iwasnervousandscared.Ifmy

Unclecouldfindoutaboutthis,heisgoingto

loseit.Heunlockedandopened,wemadeour

wayin..

Him:MyMotherisaheavysleeperbutwewill

stillhavetobequiet,myGrandmotheroften

wakesupinthemiddleofthenighttopray

Me:Okay(Whispering)

Ifollowedhim aswecarefullymadeourwayto

hisbedroom,Iwouldexpectforhim tohavea



room outsideseeingthattheirhouseissmall.

Unfortunatelynoteverythingwasclear,TheTv

wasonbutthelightwasoff.HisBrotherwas

laidonthecouch.Westoodatthedoorwaythat

separatedthekitchenfrom thelounge,Istarted

gettingveryscared.HisBrotherisvery

intimidating..

Nisowhisperedinmyear..

Him:Hepassedoutonthecouch..Comeon

(Whispering)

Asweproceededwithourjourney,hisvoice

almostmadeourheartstodroponthefloor..

Nazo:What'swiththesneaking?

Westoppedandstoodtherefrozen..

Hesatupstraight..

Nazo:What'sgoingon?

Hegotupandswitchedthelighton,IswearI

didn'texpecttoseehim likethat.Hewashalf



naked,onlyhadhisbriefsonandnothingelse.

Theywereverytight,kindofrevealedallofhim.

Myeyeswereoffendedabit,Itriednottofocus

muchonhisbody..

Nazo:Isthat?

Hewalkedovertothecouchandgothisvest,

hethenputinonbutthatdidn'tdojusticeonhis

crotch.Seeingthatthevestwasnotthatlong...

Nazo:Whatthehellisgoingon?

Niso:Icanexplain

Nazo:Youbetterhaveagoodone

Hewalkedovertousandfearcreepedin..

Niso:Youcangoandwaitinmyroom,it'sthe

onewiththedoorwideopen

Inoddedandleftthem there.Iswitchedonthe

lightandtookmyphoneout,Ihadnomissed

calls,nomessagesfrom bothNomsaandmy

Uncle.Ididn'tknowifIshouldberelievedor



scaredaboutthewholething.Isatonhisbed..

_

NISO

Wewentouttotalkinhisroom..

Nazo:whatareyoudoingwithJJ'sniece?

Ididn'thavetimeforthis,allIwantedtodowas

tojustsleep.PlusIhadaseriousheadache..

Him:Ithoughtwetalkedaboutthis!

Me:Youtalked!

Him:Nisoyouknowthatyoucanhaveanygirl

thatyouwant,whyher?

Me:Canwedothissomeothertime?

Iwenttothedoor..

Him:Eyy!Askaqedila!(wenotdonehere)

Iturnedandlookedathim again..

Him:YouknowthatIcannotprotectyoufrom



JJ

Me:Ididn'taskforyourprotection!Icanhandle

mybiz!Beendoingthatsinceyouweregone

Hechuckled..

Him:Entlekngiyacavaukuthilentoisukaphi

(NowIknowwherethiscomesfrom)

Ifoldedmyarms..

Him:Youstillmadatmeforallthosetimesthat

I'vebeenaway

Me:Yeahdon'tflatteryourselfnoteverythingis

aboutyou

Him:Niso!!

Me:kahlekahlelendabaiyaphi?(Whereisthis

going)

Him:Youmightthinkthatyou'vegrownupbut

younotthatmuchgrownupformetokickyour

ass!don'tpushme!



Hesaidthatwhilepointingatme..

Him:Uzoy'shiyaphantsilenganekaJJ(youwill

leaveJJ'schildalone)

Ilaughed..

Me:No

Him:Angik'buzi..Ngiyak'tshela(I'm notasking

you..I'm tellingyou)

Me:Idon'thavetodoanythingthatyoutellme!

YounotmyFather!

Inamatterofsecondshishandwasaroundmy

neck,pinningmeagainstthedoor.Defending

myselfwillonlyelavatethesituationfurther..

Heletgoofme..

Him:AtleastdoitforyourMotherandyour

Grandmother!!Itwouldkillthem ifbak'bonaufa

njengeNja!(itwouldkillthem toseeyoudielike

adog)

Hewentovertogetacigarette..



Him:JJhasnoregardforhumanlife!Hehasno

soul!AndI'llbedammedifhekillsyoulikeyou

ain'tgotnodignity!WetheButheleziboys!We

canliterallygetanygirlfrom aroundhere,she's

nottheonlybeautifulgirllaesgodini!Andshe's

notworthyourlife!..Myeke!(leaveher)

_

NOMSA

Iwasinthebedroom alone,talkingonthe

phonewithmySister..

Her:AiiSisikuzobanzima(Sisterit'sgoingto

bedifficult)

Me:YinienzimakantiNtokozo?(what'sdifficult)

Her:PhelauJJisnotjustanyone,maybehe

knowsthateveryoneisouttoalwaysgethim!

Heisataxiownerhehasenemies!Heisalways

alert

Me:YeyNtokozo!Idon'thavetimeforpathetic



excuses!YeslomuntuhasenemiesmaraI'm

surehewouldneverexpectahitfrom hiswife

Her:Sisingicabangaukuthiasisalesesiyeka(I

thinkweshouldleaveit)

Me:Asiyekinex!!(wenotgivingup)

Thedooropened..

Me:YouknowwhatMvelo!!Suityourself!Idon't

evenknowwhyIbotheredtocallyou!!Nx!!

Ihungupandthrewmyphoneonthebed

JJ:andthen?

Iturnedandlookedathim,hewasholdinga

bottleofwhiskey.Hedidn'tlookthatmuch

drunkthough

Isighed..

Me:It'snothingjustthatuVelohadafightwith

NkulithisothertimesouNkulicameduringthe

dayandtheywentouttotalkthingsoutbutshe

didn'ttellthatshewasgoingtosleepoverthere



HesatdownonthebedandIlookedathim..

Me:Youcancallherandyellatherifyoudon't

believemematteroffactuqalengoNkuli!

Mdalakodwaingcondoayikho!(startwithNkuli,

she'soldbutsheisimmature)

Helookedatmeforalongtime,Iwasstarting

togetworried..

Him:Ibelieveyou..YouandVelohateeach

other'sguts!Iknowyouwouldnevercoverup

forherplusuMadidmentionsomethingabout

them fighting

Thatwasarelief..

JJ:Iwilldealwiththesituationtomorrow

Heputthebottleawayandlaidbackonthebed..

Me:Wellthenwecanhavethenightto

ourselves

Iunbuckledhisbelt.Iunzippedhispantsand

thenheheldmyhand..



Him:Maybenottonight..I'm tired

Ilookedathim.JJisabastard!HethinksthatI

am thisnaivehousewife,Iknowthathehasa

mistressaroundhereandhewasprobablywith

herthat'swhyheisthisdogtired.ThesoonerI

carryoutmyplan,thebetter!!..

_

NOMVELO

Nisocamebackin,bythistimeIhadtakenoff

myJeanandunderwear.Ihadhistowel

wrappedaroundmylowerbody.

Ilookedathim ashiseyeswentdowntothe

towel..

Me:Ishouldn'thave..Weshouldn'thavewent

out,thismakesmefeellikeaskankIcan

imagineyourGrandmotherorMotherseeing

methensnitchingtomyGrandmother

Him:MyGrandmotherisnotlikethat,wellmy



MothercandothatbutmyGrandmotherisnot

thattype

Isatdownonthebedagain..

Him:What'swrong?

Me:Idon'tknowbutthisdoesn'tfeelright

Him:IhadagreattimeandIwouldn'tmind

doingthisagain

Me:Youmeanmesneakingin?

Hechuckled..

Him:Imeanspendingtimewithyou

Me:ImustadmitthatIalsohadagoodtime

Him:Thehoodisnotthatbedafterall?

Ishookmyheadno..

Heyawned..

Me:Maybeweshouldn'tcallitanight

Him:Nolongerbathing?



Me:Ithinkyourtowelwilldofornow

Hetookoneofthepillowsandaminiblanket..

Him:I'lltakethecouch

Hekissedmeonmycheek..

Him:Night

Me:Night

Hewalkedout..

_

NAZO

3AM

Isawalittlegirlsittingonthefloorcrying,she

wasconstantlyshakingawomanwhowas

layingonthefloorinherownpoolofblood.I

couldn'tseeherface,allIcouldseewasfrom

herlegsupuntilherchestthatwasrippedopen,

herdresswasbloodyandtorn..

Girl:Mamavuka!!(Mamawakeup)



Thelittlegirl'scrywasverydisturbing,Ithink

shehadbeencryingforalongtimenow

becauseshehadhiccupsandhertearswere

mixedwithmucous.Itwasadisturbingscene

tosee,anditwasmyfirsttimehavingthiskind

ofnightmare.

Iopenedmyeyesandrosemyheadupfrom the

pillow.Iwassweatingandbreathingheavily,my

heartwasevenbeatingfast.Igotoutofbed

andwenttoswitchonthelight,Iunlockedand

wentout.Usuallywhensomethinglikethis

happens,IgoinsidethehouseandwatchTv

untilIpassout.Unfortunatelythatplanwon'tbe

possibletonight,Nisowaspassedoutonthe

couch.Ilookedathim andfixedtheblanket.I

satontheothercouchandthoughtforawhile

whenIhadthecryagain,Ilookedaround.Weird

thatthiswouldhappenwhileI'm wideawake..

Voice:Mama..

Igotupfrom thecouchandfollowedthevoice,



itcamedirectlyfrom Niso'sroom.Imademy

waythere..

Voice:Mamavuka(Mamawakeup)

Islowlyopenedthedoorandswitchedonthe

light,Nomvelowastossingandturningwhile

crying..

Her:Mama..

Thiswasnothappening,Iwasstartingtoget

confused..

Her:Mama..Mamavuka!(Mamawakeup)

Shekeptontossingandturningwhilestill

crying,Ithenfeltahandonmyshoulder.I

turnedaroundanditwasNiso..

Him:Whatareyoudoing?

IlookedatNomveloagain,shewassound

asleepinaveryunsettlingposition.Thetowel

shehadoverpartiallyrevealedherintimate

area..



Me:IthoughtI..IthoughtIheardhercrying

soundedmorelikeanightmare

Niso:Really?Allthewayfrom yourroom?

Ilookedathim..

Me:Areyoutryingtoaccusemeofsomething?

Him:Iwassleepingonthecouch,ifshewas

havinganightmareIwould'veheardher

Iclosedthedoorandlookedathim..

Me:YouthinkthatIwould-

Therewasnopointinexplainingmyselftohim,

seemedlikehealreadymadeuphismindabout

whathesaw..

Ilaughedwhileshakingmyhead,Ipushedhim

outofthewayandmademywaytomyroom..

Me:Fuckenunbelievable!!

.

Tobecontinued
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NOMVELO

By07:00am IwasatmyGrandmother'splace,

myUnclewasnotaround.ThefirstthingIdid

wastotakeabathIneededtotakeabathafter

myincidentlastnight.

Mythingswerealreadypacked,readytogo

backhome..

Nomsa:SowasuslyingtoyourUncleworthit?

Inodded..

Me:Thankyouforcoveringforme

Shesatnexttome..

Her:Whoishe?

Ilookedather..



Her:Iriskedalotforyou

Me:It'sNiso..MaButhelezi'sGrandson

Her:Hmmmm I'veonlyseenhim onceortwice..

Muhleyenashame(Heishandsome)

Me:Heisveryhandsome

Her:Soareyouguysdating?Whatsgoingon?

Me:Wenotdatinghejustaskedmeoutthat's

all

Her:Clearlyitseemslikesomethingmightbe

initiatedalongthewaymyquestionisareyou

ready?

Me:For?

Her:Bothofyouarefrom differentworldsVelo,

Younothood

Me:LastnightIwashood

Shelaughed..

Her:Whataboutyourotherboyfriend?



Me:JacioneandIaren'tworking

Her:Youthinkwhateveryouhavegoingonwith

theNisoguywillwork?

Ishruggedmyshoulders..

Me:Ilikehim alotandIwouldliketospend

moretimewithhim andsee

Her:Iwannaseehowthisisgoingtoworkout

Myphonevibrated..

Me:It'shim..Ihavetotakeit

Ianswered..

Me:Hello

Niso:I'm gladtohearthatyoustillalive

Me:WhywouldIbedead?

Him:ThoughtyourUnclewouldkillyoufornot

sleepingathome

Me:Don'tworryaboutthat



Him:Leftalready?

Me:Notyet..Areyouathome?

Him:Onmywaytoschool

Me:Wheredoyouschool?

Him:Somecollegeinpta

Me:WhatacoincindeIschoolatptatoo

Him:Andwhatdoyouknow?Seemslikewe

mustseeeachothermoreoften

Me:Iguesssotoo

Him:Ihavetogo..I'llcheckuponyoulater

Me:Okay..Enjoyyourday

Him:Youtoo

Me:Bye

Him:Bye

Me:Atleasthechecksuponme

Nomsa:Thismightbeserious



Me:Probably..Ireallylikehim

Her:Thengoforit,youmightneverknow

Me:Yourightaboutthere

Shestoodup..

Her:LetmehelpKokowiththedishesbefore

weleave

Me:Okay

Sheopenedthedoor..

Me:Nomsa

Shelookedatme..

Me:Thankyou

Shesmiledandwalkedout..

_

NAZO

Whathappenedlastnightbotheredme,can't

believeNisowouldthinksuchofmebutwhat



botheredmethemostwasthedream Ihad.

TherehastobeareasonwhyIhadthatdream..

IknockedinmyGrandmother'sroom..

Her:Comein

Iwalkedin..

Her:GoodmorningNazo

Me:Morning

Her:Wasjustpreparingtogotochurch

Me:onaMondaymorning?

Her:YeswehaveamorningserviceforPeople

whoareunemployedandseekingemployment,

wepraywiththem

Me:That'snice

Her:Youshouldcome

Me:Ihaveajob..I'm gonnastartsoon

Her:Morereasontocomesoyoucanprayfor

yourjobthatthedevildoesn'ttakeitawayfrom



younorinterfere

Ikeptquiet..

Her:Whatdoyouhavetolose?

Me:Mydignity

Her:Yourdignity?

Me:Christiansaretoojudgementalthelast

thingIwantispeoplegossipingaboutme

sayingthingslike"Isgebengusifunanila"(what

doesathugwanthere)

Shechuckled..

Her:Youoverthinkeverything

(Silence)

Me:OkayI'llcomealongonlyononecondition

Her:I'm listening

Me:HowmuchdoyouknowaboutJJ'ssister?

Theonewhotragicallypassedon

Her:WelluMawakheisagoodfriendofmine,I



knowenough

Me:Wassheburiedwithherheart?

Her:Funnyyoushouldask..Shewasn'ther

heartwasmissing

Me:HowoldwasNomvelo?

Her:Ithink4or5yearsold

Islowlynodded..

Her:Ubuzelani?(whyareyouasking)

Me:Ithink..IthinkJJissomehowinvolvedin

herSister'sdeath.IthinkHeisaritualist

Hereyeswidenedthenshewalkedtoclosethe

door..

Her:What?

Me:IsawitMa

Her:Yousawit?

Me:RememberhowJJwasstruggling

financially?Thenallofasuddenafterher



Sister'sdeathsekarich?

Her:HisMom saidhejustgotlucky

Me:Youbelievethat?

Her:NazoIdon'tunderstandherhusbandwas

arrested,Hebutcheredhertodeath

Me:Maybetheybothinvolved.Malook..This

othertimeIsawhim,hishandswerebloody

andhealsohadtracesofbloodinhismouth

thenlastnightIhadadream IsawNomveloas

achildsittingnexttoherMother'slifelessbody

crying.Itcannotbeacoincidence

Shesatdown..

Me:IthinkheadoptedNomvelotobrainwash

hershewastheonlywitnessandshecould've

easilygivenhim away..Maitmakessense

Her:NazoIdon'twantyoutellinganyoneabout

this,wedon'thaveproofandJJisadangerous

person



Me:Nisoistheoneweshouldbeworriedabout

Shelookedatme..

Me:IthinkhehasfallenforNomvelo,JJis

ruthlessandhasnoregardforhumanlife.I

don'twantmyBrothergettinghurt

Sheexhaled..

Her:Inzimalendaba(thisisdifficult)

Me:I'lltalktohim

Her:No!!

Me:Ma..

Her:Hewon'tlistentoyou,Hewilljustthinkyou

tryingtostandinhisway..Whensomeoneisin

lovetheydon'twannahearanything

Me:Sowhatam Isupposedtodonow?There

hastobeareasonwhyIhadthesevisions

Her:That'struebutwaitforGod,theholyspirit

willguideyouonthismatterungayenzi



ngokwakho

Isighed..

Her:Getmybiblefrom thedressingtableand

let'sgo

IwentandgotherBible..

_

NISO

ThefirstthingIdidwhenIgottoschoolwasto

gotoConnie'soffice.Shewasinandbusywith

somework..

Me:Hey

Shelookedatmeandthenfocusedonwhat

shewasdoing..

Imademywayin..

Her:Whatareyoudoinghere?

Me:I'm heretoseeyou

Her:Why?



Me:Whatdoyoumean?

Her:Imeanyoudon'tcall,youdon'tcheckupon

meandthenoutofnowhereyoujustshowupin

myoffice

Me:Don'tbelikethat

ShelookedatMe..

Her:Youhavemetsomeonehaven'tyou?

Ididn'tsayanything..

Her:Don'tevendenyit..Icanseeitinyoureyes

Me:Connie

Her:It'sagoodthing..NowIcantakemy

marriagevowsserious,itwasgoodwhileit

lasted..Ihadfun

Me:Ihadfuntoo

Her:Iwishyouallthebest,Ihopethatshewill

makeyouhappy

Me:YeahIhopeso



Her:GoodbyeNiso

Me:Bye

_

NAZO

Iseriouslydidn'twannabehererightnow,Ifelt

sometypeofway..

Me:MamaybeIshouldgo

Her:Don'tbecrazy

Sheheldmyhandandwemadeourwayin.

Theywereupontheirfeetandsinging,itwasn't

fullIthinktheywereabout8or10..

"MawungangedluliJesu..Yizwaamazwiami,

laphoubabizaabanye.Mawungizwenam"

Wewentandsatdown,wellIsatdownandmy

Grandmothersangalong..

IlookedaroundandfeltlikeIdidn'tbelonghere,

thisisnotMe.ThisisdefinitelynotwhereI



shouldbe.Iam suresomeofthesepeople

knowme,theyknowwhatI'm aboutandthey

definitelygoingtojudgeme..

Afterthesongtheysatdownandstarted

praying,Ijustlookeddown.Outofeveryone

thatwasprayingIheardonevoicethatwasin

despair,avoicethatwasaccompaniedbygreat

pain.Abrokensoulthathadsufferedforalong

time..

"Beloved.."

Iclearedmythroat..

"Beloved.."

IlookedaroundandlookedatmyGrandmother..

Sheleanedoverandwhisperedtome..

Her:Showsomerespectandcloseyoureyes

Nazo

Iclosedmyeyes.Thevoicepersisted..

"Beloved.."



Ididn'tknowwhattosay..

"Beloved..Iknowyoucanhearme"

Iwasinamorepeacefulandcalm state,I

couldn'thearthevoicesthatwereprayingIonly

heardtheonethatwasgentlytalkingtome..

Me:Icanhearyou(Whispering)

Ididn'tknowwherethatcamefrom..

Voice:"There'ssomeonethatwehavetohelp"

Iswallowed..

Voice:"Shehaslivedalifeofdisappointment

thatevenwhensomethinggoodisboundto

happen,thespiritofdisappointmenttakesover

thereforepreventingherbreakthrough.Shehas

littletrustinmeandmyword"

InthatinstantIhadaclearvisionofwhowas

beingtalkedabout,agirlsittinginthefirstrow.

Thevoicethatstoodoutfrom everyonethat

wasaccompaniedbypain..



Voice:"Shecomesfrom adisadvantaged

background,she'stheonlyoneathomewho

wasabletogetamatriccertificate.Shedid

shortcoursesandhasbeenseeking

employmenteversince,everypostthatcomes

herwayandsheappliestheyrejectheronly

becauseofhertimidfaith"

Me:Idon'tunderstand

Voice"Youhavetogouptoherandholdherby

herhand.Tellherthatitshallbedoneforher

accordingtoherfaith,tellhertohavefaitheven

thoughshethinksthere'snoreasontohave

faithanymorebecauseofthedisappointments

shehasencountered.Thentellhertomeditate

onMark11verse22-24,itwillbedone

accordingtoherfaith"

Iopenedmyeyesandafewotherswerestill

praying..Ilookedatthegirlandimmediately

datedbacktotheNandosincidentwerethat

womanlostherlifebecauseIforfeitedhelping



herintime.

Istoodupandweakasmylegswere,theytook

metoher.Isatnexttoher..

Me:Hi

Thiswasawkward..

Sheopenedhereyesandlookedatmevery

confused..

Me:uhm pleasegivemeyourhand

Shegavemeaconfusedlook..

Me:Please

Shegavemeherhand..Closeyoureyes.

Shedid..

Me:"Itshallbedoneformeaccordingtomy

faith"affirm thosewordswhenthespiritof

disappointmenttriestotakeover,everynight

beforeyousleepaffirm thosewordsandalso

whenyouwakeup.AlsoreadMark11verse22-



24.Meditateonthatforthewholeweek,then

Sundayyouwillhaveatestimony

Shewasbreathtaken,acryofsorrowcame

from deepdownasshestartedtrembling.Ionly

toldherwhatIwasbeingtoldbythevoice..

Me:"Itisdoneaccordingtoyourfaith"

Ithenletgoofherhandandwalkedout

completelyashercriesgotlouder,Idon'tknow

whatwashappening..

.

Tobecontinued
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SNAZO

2WEEKSLATER

WorkhasbeenphysicallytiringIneverthought

thatworkinginconstructionwouldrequiresoo



muchphysicalstrength,butIam tryingtoadapt

andgetusedtoeverything.It'snotlikeIhavea

choiceIneedthisjob.Everythinghasbeen

goingwelluntilsomethinghappenedabout3

daysago,somethingthatquestionedmysanity.

Iwasintheboss'officewhilehewasoutside

withhispartnertalking,Ihappenedtohave

savedhislifeinthatpast3days.Savedhislife

inamiraculousway.Thebushhadafewtrees

thatneededtobeuprootedandtakendown,

risksweresaidtohavebeencalculatedand

precautionsweretakenbutunfortunatelythe

unthinkablealmosthappened.Thebiggesttree

thatwastakendownwasmeanttofallonMr

Lubisiandbringabouthisuntimelydeath,but

becauseofhisWifewhoprayswithoutseizing

thatincidentwasrevealedtomeinavisionand

Iwasabletosavehislife.Itwasn'thistimeyet

thereforeHeavencouldn'thavehim die

prematurelyhiswife'sprayersofprotection

savedhim.It'samazinghowhislifewasspared



becauseofhiswife,whilstheisanon-believer.

Hisdeathcould'vebeenanunexplainablepain

tohiswifewhoiscurrentlypregnantwiththeir

secondbaby..

Idogetvisionseverynowandthen,Ihelp

peoplewereIcanbutIhaven'tsteppedfootat

churchnorprayedorevenreadthebible.The

lasttimeIwasatchurchwasthatdaywhenI

wentwithmyGrandmother,afterthatInever

wentagain.Iam stillstrugglingtocomeinto

termswitheverythingthat'shappeningtome,

thisisalifethatIcannotaccept.Iam whoIam

andIam notwillingtochange.Icannotgofrom

beingathugtobeingasaint,Imeanwhowould

wannabespirituallyledbyanexcon?Who

wouldbelieveanexcontalkingaboutGod?It's

notme.It'stotallynotme..

ThedooropenedandMrLubisiwalkedinwith

hispartner.Iwasabituneasywiththewhole

situation,thelastthingIwantisforthem to



thinkthatIam insane..

MrL:Relaxyounotintrouble

Me:Thenwhyam Ihere?

Partner:Webroughtinthebestsafety

managementtothissiteandwewereassured

thateverythingwasgoodespeciallywiththe

vehiclesweusearoundhere,peoplewho

operatethem havebeenwelltrained.Theyhave

certificatesandunbelievableexperience

MrL:Whatmypartneristryingtosayisthatifit

wasn'tforyou,Iwouldn'tbeheretodayandthis

projectwouldbeconsideredahazardand

closeddown.Notonlydidyousavemylifebut

yousavedusalotofmoneythatweinvestedin

thisproject

Me:It'snothingreally

Partner:It'ssomethingbecausefrom the

witnessestheysaidthatyouweretheonlyone

witha3rdeye,noonesawwhatwasgoingto



happen

MrL:Thephonecallthatcamethrough

distractedmethatIshiftedandstoodinanarea

thatcould'vebroughtaboutmyfataldeath,I

wasn'tevensupposedtobeinthatareato

beginwith

Partner:Thisstoryhasalotoflooseends,it

doesn'tmakesenseandI'm findingithardto

believeit

Me:Seemsmoretomelikeyounothappythat

yourPartnermadeit

Partner:Whatareyouinsinuating?

Me:Nothing..IfIam donehereIwouldliketo

gobacktowork

MrLubisitookoutanenvelopeandhandeditto

me..

Me:Whatisthis?

MrL:Alittlethankyouit'sR5000



Partner:Wenotbribingyoutokeepquietbut..

Iextendedmyhandtotakeit..

"Beloveddon'ttakeit"

Iretractedmyhandback..

Me:ThankyoubutIwasjustdoingmyjob..

Anyonecould'veseentheaccident

Istoodup..

Me:Ifthere'snothingfurthertodiscussIwould

liketogetbacktomywork

MrL:Ofcourse

Ileftthem there..HispartnerisrightIwasabit

farfrom theaccident,MrLubisiwasjusttrying

toprotectmewitheverythingthathewas

sayingintherebutinactualfactthere'sno

logicalexplanationtowhathappened,Iwasfar

from theareaandyetIsawwhatwasgoingto

happenveryclearthatIstoppeditintime

Shine:And?



Me:Ak'nanex(There'snothing)

Shine:Buttshelaminake,veleubonekanjani?

(tellmehowdidyouseewhatwasgoingto

happen)

Me:Itwasjustahunch

Shine:Awhat??

Voice:MfanawakaButhelezi

ShineandIstopped,webothturnedaroundat

thesametime..

Security:Aww'unesivakashila(Youhavea

visitor)

Itwasthatgirlfrom church,howthehelldid

shefindme?Shinewhistled..

Shine:Ntwanaaw'ringinok'ringaukuthi

unes'ncazana(Youdon'teventellthatyouhave

agirlfriend)

Iwalkeduptothem..



Her:Hi

ShewasholdingaTupperwareandjuice..

Ilookedatthesecurityguard..

Me:NgiyabongaBaba(Thankyou)

Security:NiyajabulaNinaabanilethelaiLunch

emsebenzini(youaresoluckytobebrought

lunchatwork)

Hewalkedaway,Ilookedaround..

Her:Sorryforjustshowinguplikethis

Shewaswearingalongthatdidn'thave

sleevesandsandals,herdresswasdopeitwas

maroonincolourandhadgreenflowersallover

it

Me:Howdidyoufindme?

Her:Well..YourGrandmother

Me:HowdidInotthinkofthat

Her:WetalkedatchurchlastweekSunday



aftersomeonehadtoldmethatyouareher

Grandson

Shewaspretty,justyourordinarygirlfrom next

door..

Her:Iactuallybroughtyousomelunch

IlookedattheTupperware..

Her:Ijustwantedtothankyou..Afterwhatyou

toldmeI..Ireceivedacallfrom oneofthe

companiesthatIappliedtooandtheysaidthat

thegirlwhointiallygotthejobdidn'tshowupso

Iwasthebestsecondcandidateandtheyre-

interviewedme,Igotthejob

Me:That'sgoodtohearbutstillyoushouldn't

havecamehere

Her:IknowandI'm trulysorry..I'lljustgo

Sheturnedaroundandthenwalkedaway..

Me:Wait..

Shestopped..



Me:It'smylunchtimesomaybewecanfind

somewhereandsit

Shesmiled..

_

NOMVELO

NisoandIhavebeenseeingeachotherfora

whilenow,wewouldmeetupafterourlast

classesandhangoutorattimeswewould

bunkjusttospendtimewitheachother.He

callseverynight,wetexteachotheralotandI

reallyenjoyspendingtimewithhim.Heisalot

offun,webothdothingsthatwelikewellmore

ofwhatIlike.Icansaythatwetryingtoaccept

andbepartofeachother'sworlds.Lasthetook

metothatratchetplaceandlastweekendwe

hadapicnic,didsomethingthatIliked.Atfirst

hewasn'tveryhappywiththesituationbutthen

weendeduphavingagreattime.Mycurrent

relationshipisbetterthanthepreviousone,Yes



IdecidedtocallitquitswithJacione.Nisotold

methattodayhisMotherandGrandmother

wouldbeleavingforaweek,arelativeoftheirs

passedonandthattheywillbebackafterthe

funeral.WehaddecidedthatIwouldcomeand

visitforatleast3days,Iwon'tmissclasses

thoughI'lldrivetoschooleverymorning.

FortunatelymyGrandmotherdoesn'tknowmy

carthatwellandpeoplefrom aroundtheredon't

reallyknowmethatmuch,especiallysinceI

haven'tbeeninthehood,inaveryalongtime.

It'snotlikeI'llbeparadingthehood,I'llbe

indoorsandatschoolmostofthetime.My

friendPowerhadtocomeinandcoverforme,

wedidn'tdowellonourlastprojectsoIcame

cleantomyUncleaboutmymarksandIlied

thatweweregivenasecondchancetore-

designeverythingandItoldhim thatI'llbe

sleepingoveratPower'splaceforthenext

threedays.MyUnclebeingoverprotectiveat

timesandslightlyannoyinghewentwithmeto



checkoutPower'splace,Ihaveneverseen

Powerthismuchnervous.She'sgoingtogive

usaway..

Me:It'saprettysafeplace

Helookedaroundwithhishandsinhis

pockets..

Him:Istilldon'tknowwhyshecan'tsleepover

atourhouse

Me:Youpromisedthatyouwillacceptthefact

thatI'm growingup..HaveIgivenyouany

reasonnottotrustme?

HelookedatmeandIlookedathim,breaking

eyecontactwouldalerthim thatI'm lying.He

usestheeyecontactstrategyalotthinkingthat

Idon'tknowit..

Him:Okayfine..Iguessthreedayswon'thurt

Me:Justthreedaysthat'sall

Power:Thisprojectmeansalottous,wethe



onlygroupthathasthelowestmark,it's

actuallyembarrassing

Shewasgoingoverboadnowwiththe

exaggeration..

Uncle:GuessI'llseeyouafterthreedays

Me:Thankyouforallowingmetocomehere

Him:HopeIwon'tregretit

Me:Youwon't

Hecameandhuggedme..

Him:Takecareofyourself,Iloveyou

Me:Iloveyoutoo

Him:Youhavemoneyright?

Me:I'm okay..Weokay

HelookedatPower..

Him:WellI'llleaveyouladiestoit

Iaccompaniedhim tothedoor..



Him:Bye

Me:Bye

Heopenedandthenwalkedout,Iclosedthe

door.Powerexhaledveryloud..

Power:YourUncleisveryintimidating

Me:Iknow

Her:Pleasedon'tputmeinthatpositionever

again

Me:Thankyouforcoveringforme

Shecameandhuggedme..

Her:Pleasebesafe

Me:Iwill

_

SNAZO

Me:Thesandwichssareverynice

Her:Thankyou..



Alongtheconversationshetoldmethather

nameisMantwa..

Me:Youverywellspoken,wheredidyougrow

up?

Her:Let'sjustsayEnglishwasmyfavourite

subjectatschool..Youwellspokentoo

Me:Itry

Shelaughed.Hershorthairreallywentwell

withherprettyface..

Me:Sowhenareyoustarting?

Her:TomorrowI'llbeworkingasaPA

Me:Soyougoingtobesomeone'sskivvyhow

sweet

Her:It'snotthatbad(laughing)

Me:Ifyousayso

Her:CanIaskyousomething?

Me:Yeahsure..



Her:Areyouaprophet?

Istartedcoughing..

Her:Sorry..Areyouokay?

Me:Yang'sharp

(Silence)

Me:I'm notaprophet

Her:YourGrandmothersaidthatyouah..

Me:MyGrandmothermakesaconversationout

ofeverything

Her:Idon'tknowwhatyouarebut..Whatever

giftyouhave,it'sveryspecial.Youdon'tknow

howmuchyouhavehelpedmeandmyfamily

Me:Bymakingyousomeone'sskivvy?

Shelaughedagain..

Her:Howeveryouwanttocallit

Ilookedatthetime..



Me:Ihavetogobacktowork..Thanksforthe

sandwiches

Her:Itwasnothing

Me:I'llwalkyoutothegate

ShetooktheTupperwarefrom me..

_

JJ

IgothomeandcalledDangertocometomy

study,Ipouredmyselfaglassofwhiskey..

Me:Khonaintoeng'funaungenzeleyona

(There'ssomethingIwantyoutodoforme)

Him:Ngilalele(I'm listening)

Me:IwantyoutotailNomveloforme

Him:Sorry?

Me:IthinkNomveloislyingtomeabouther

whereabouts,sheisactingverystrangelately

soIwantyoutotailher



Him:Whatmakesyouthinksheislying?

Ilookedathim..

Me:I'veraisedNomvelosincefrom shewas4

yearsoldshe'slikeaDaughtertomeandI

knowwhenshe'slying

Him:Iwilltryandtailher

Me:Good!!Youcangobacktoworknow

.

Tobecontinued
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NOMVELO

Lovebecomesabeautifulfeelingespecially

whenyouinlovewiththerightperson,neverin

mylifehadIthoughtthatIwouldfallinlove

withsomeonesoordinaryandbecomfortable

withthefeeling.Nisoisanamazingperson,the

moreIspendtimewithhim themoreIwanna

bewithhim ineveryway..



Wewerelayingonthecouchormorelikehe

waslayingonthecouchandIwaslayingontop

ofhim,weweretalkingaboutrandom things

withbabykisseshereandthere.Hishands

wererunningcirclesaroundmybutt,itwasa

beautifulmoment..

Me:Iloveyou

Heperkedmylips..

Him:Iloveyoutoo

Aswewerehavingourmomentthereweheard

aknockatthedoor,atfirstwetriedtoignoreit

butthepersonwasn'tgivingup..

Niso:letmegetthat

Igotoffhim andhegotuptogoandanswer

thedoor,Iheardhim speakingtosomeone..

Niso:Velo

Igotupfrom thecouchandmademywayto

thekitchenandtomygreatestshockitwas



Danger,Iimmediatelygotscaredbecauseifhe

washerethenthatmeansmyUnclemightbe

aroundtoo..

Me:Danger??

Him:Velo

Me:Wha..Whatareyoudoinghere?

Helookedatme..

Him:Uyazivelo(HeknowsVelo)

Ishookmyheadno..

Him:Hedoesknowthatyouherebutheknows

andhasbeensuspectingthatyouliedtohim

Me:Gosh!IthoughtIhadthisoneinthebag

Him:Idon'tknowwhatlieI'm goingtotellhim

butIneedtoknowwhyyouhere,eventhough

it'sobvious

IlookedatNiso..

Me:Icametovisitmyboyfriend



HelookedatNiso..

Danger:Hausow'jolaelokshini(younowdating

inthehood)

Me:Somethinglikethat

HelaughedandshookNiso'shand..

Him:Zithinindoda(howareyou)

Niso:Ang'rasi(I'm notsayinganything)

Dangerlookedatthetime..

Danger:Ithingihambe(Letmego)

Me:Thankyoudangerforwarningmebutwhat

areyougoingtotellhim?

Danger:leavethattome

Me:Thankyou

Danger:Takecareofyourself

Me:Iwill

Danger:Champtakecareofher



Niso:Iwill

HewalkedoutandIexhaled..

Niso:YourUncleseemsobsessedwithyou

Me:Youcansaythat

Hemadehiswaytomeandkissedme..

Him:Areyousurehe'snotgonnacomein

throughthatdoorandstrangleme?

Ilaughed..

Me:Dangerisgoingtocoverformedon'tworry

Him:Inthatcasethen..Let'shavefun

Hepickedmeupandwewalkedoutofthe

kitchen..

_

NAZO

AfterworkShineandIwenttogetafewbeers

thenafterwecalleditanight.Iwasverytiredall

Ineededwasmybedandnothingmore..



Iunlockedmybedroom andputmythingson

thebedthenImademywaytothehouse,from

thekitchentotheloungeIheardsometalking

andgiggling.Istoodatthedoorwayandlooked

atthem allloveydoveyonthecouch,Icleared

mythroat.Assoonastheysawmestanding

theretheirlittlelovepartycametoanend.Niso

gotupfirstandhehelpedhertogetupby

offeringherhishandforsupport,Imademy

wayin..

Me:Kwenzakalani?(What'sgoingon)

Niso:Nothingmuch

(Silence)

Niso:NazoIwantyoutomeetNomvelonotas

anordinarypersonbutshe's..She'snowmy

girlfriend

Ilookedatherasshewasscared..

Niso:I'm sureyouknowmyBrother



Shenodded..

Iextendedmyhandtoher..

ShelookedatitandlookedatNiso,Niso

noddedandsheextendedherstome..

WeshookhandsandimmediatelyIhada

disturbingvision..

-VISION-

Iwasstandinginthemiddleofanunfamiliar

room andenvironmentpointingagunat

Nomvelowhom Ifeltsoomuchangerand

resentmentagainst,noteventhosetears

movedme..

JJ:Let'sall..

Me:AnotherstepandI'm goingtoblowher

brainsout

Theroom remainedquietoncemore..

..



Niso:Nazo!!

Iretractedmyhandback

Niso:Areyougoodman?

IlookedatNomvelo..

Me:Yeahuhm lemmetalktoyouforasec

Him:Yasure

Hekissedheronherforehead..

Niso:I'llbeback

Shenodded..

Wewenttotalkoutside..

Niso:Iknowwhatyougoingtosay

Me:Howseriousisit?

Him:Veryserious..Ihaveneverfeltthisway

aboutanygirlbefore

Ilookedathim..

Him:I'm forrealNazo..Iloveher



(Silence)

Me:Ifsomethingcouldhappentoyou..

Him:Nothingisgoingtohappentome..Igot

this,I'm notakidanymoreyouhavetotrustme

thatIcantakecareofmyself

Me:Itrustyou

Him:Forreal?

Me:Yeahforreal

Heseemstodigthisgirlalot,butI'm worried

abouthim.I'm worriedthattheirrelationshipis

goingtostartawarthat'sgoingtoshedalotof

blood,Idon'tknowifIwillbeabletogoagainst

JJ..

_

DANGER

JJ:Whiskey?

HehandedmetheglassandItookit..



Him:Sowhatdidyoufind

Ilookedattheglass..

Me:Youwereright..

Him:Iknewit

Me:Butit'snotthatbig

Him:Soshe'swithaguy?

Me:Noshe'swithherfriendbutIsawthatgood

fornothingsoccerplayerboyfriendofhisatthe

flat

JJ:She'sstillmessingwithhim?

Me:Itseemsmore..Thinkwhilstshe'sstaying

atherfriendshouseshe'soccasionallygoingto

seehim

Heexhaled..

Me:Sowhat'sthewayforward?

Him:Iwantyoutogetalltheinformationthat

youcangetabouthim,ifsomeoneisgoingto



bedatingmybabygirlIwanttoknowthathe's

clean

Me:I'lldothat

Igulpeddownthewhiskey..

Me:Goodnight

Him:Night

_

NAZO

AfterhavingasmokeIwentbackinsidethe

housetomakemyselfsomethingtoeat,Velo

wasatthekitchen..

Her:SorryI'llgiveyousomespace

Me:It'sfine..WhereisNiso?

Her:Heisbathing

Me:Forhowlongareyougoingtostayherefor?

Her:Just3days



Me:YourUncle?

Her:Alreadysortedwithhim

(Silence)

Me:Let'scuttothechase..Iwantyoutoleave

mybrotheralone

Shedidn'trespondtothat..

Me:IthinkwebothknowhowyourUncleis..So

Iwantyoutoleavehim alonebeforeyouget

him hurt

Her:Ihavenoticedthatyoudon'treallylikeme

and..I'm sorrythatyoufeelthatwayaboutme

but,IloveyourBrotherandIreallywannabe

withhim

Me:Webothknowthat'snotpossible

Her:Goodnight

Igrabbedherarm..

Me:VeloIdon'tthink..



Ihadanothervision..

-VISION-

Itossedandturnedthenstretchedmyhandto

myside,thatsideofthebedwasempty.Ilifted

myheadupandlookedaround,itwasdarkin

thebedroom andshewasn'tnexttome.I

panicked.Igotoutofbedandmademywayout

ofthebedroom.Istartedfrom thebathroom

searchingforheruntilIfoundhersittinginthe

livingroom,shewasrockingherselfbackand

forthonthenurserychairbusyhumming.She

wassittingintotaldarknessonlythemoon

providedpartiallightthatcamethroughthe

curtain..

Imademywaytoher,shewasholdingontothe

teddybearfordearlife..

Icrouchedinfrontofherandputmyhandon

herthigh..

Her:Idon'twannafight



Itookherhandkissedit..

Me:Iknow

Her:Idon'twannatalktoyouoranyoneelse...

I'm tiredNazoIdon'twannafeellikethis

anymore

Me:Iknow

Shewipedhertearswithherotherhand.I

kissedhersmallhand..

Me:HowaboutyoucomebacktobedandI

promiseyouthatwewon'ttalkorfight..Ijust

wannaholdyouthat'sall

Shelookedatme...

Her:Youwon'tsayanything?

Me:Iwon'tsayanything..Ipromise

Igotup..

Me:Comelet'sgo

Ihelpedhertogetup,triedtotaketheteddy



bearfrom herbutshedidn'twant..

Her:Don't!!!..It'stheonlythingthat..It'stheonly

thingthatkeepsmeclosetohim

Me:OkayIunderstand..I'm sorry

Iledhertothebedroom,Iopenedtheduvetand

helpedhertogetin..

Ikissedheronthecheek..

Me:IloveyouVelo

Her:Pleasedon't..Ifyoudidyouwould'vesaved

him forme

Shesqueezedtheteddybear..

Me:V..

Her:Yousaidyouwon'tsayanything..Please

justleavemealoneNazo

..

Velo:Ouchyouhurtingme!

Iletgoofherarm..



Velo:Whatiswrongwithyou?

Shewalkedawaywhilerubbingherarm..

Me:Itcannotbe!

Iwasconfused..

.

Tobecontinued

Noedits

Excusemyabsentiahaven'tbeenfeelingwell

sincefrom yesterday,butIhopeI'llbebetter

latertodayafterconsulting

19

SNAZO

IlookedatthetimeandIwaslate,Ididn'tthink

thatmyflightwasgoingtodelaythatmuch.I

walkedinwhileholdingmyjacket,hospitalsare

alwayscomplicated.Atfirstyoudon'tknow

weretogobutthanksheavensforthereception.



Imademywaythereandtheladybehindthe

counter,sheseemedheavilyoccupiedbythe

filesscatteredaroundinherworkstation..

Me:Goodevening

Her:Goodevening

Shedidn'tevenlookatme..

Me:IthinkI'm lost

Her:Gonexttotheelevatorthere'samapofthe

hospitalyouwillfindyourway

Me:Mam'Idon'tthinkyouunderstand,it'san

emergency

Her:Aren'ttheyall?

Me:Ifyouwouldkindly..

Her:LookSir!!

Shelookedupinfrustrationandshedidn't

expecttoseemyface..

Her:OhwmywordIam sosorryIdidn'tknowI...



Me:It'sokay

Her:Ifeelsooashamedandembarrassed

Me:Don'tbeatyourselfaboutit,Iunderstand

thatworkingwithalotofpeopleandbeingon

yourfeetalmostthewholedaycanbe

frustrating

Her:Butthat'snoexcuse..I'm trulysorry

Me:Weallhumansafterall..Iam lookingfor

thematernityward,mywifewasbroughtin

earliertoday?

Her:Icancallandhaveoneofthenursesto

comeandgetyou

Me:Thatwon'tbenecessaryIjustwannaknow

thefloor..I'm sureIcanfindmywayaround

Her:5thfloor

Me:Thankyou

Ileftherthereandwenttotheelevator.My

Mom calledmeafewhoursago,I'm surethatI



missedthebirthofmyson...

WhenIgotthereIsawGugusittingatthe

corridor,shestoodupwhenshesawmeandI

mademywaytoher..

Me:myflightdelayed

Ididn'tlikethelookonherface..

Me:Iseverythingokay?

Shesighed..

Me:Guguwhat'swrong?

Her:Theyhavetriedtodetectthebaby's

heartbeateversincewegothereand..They

evenputheronsomemonitortomakesure

that..

Me:Ispoketoheronthephoneinthemorning

andshesaidshewasfeelingsomecramps

Her:It'sverycomplicatedNazo

Me:What'scomplicated?



Imademywaytotheward..

Her:Wait..lookshe'snotinagoodstateofmind

Me:Morereasontobeinthere

Her:ShethinksthatNisodidthis

Istopped..Iturnedaroundandlookedather..

Her:Shestillblamesherselfonwhatyouand

herdidtohim,shethinksthatit'shim andshe..

Shethinksheisaroundhere.......

Iopenedmyeyestothesoundofrain,itwas

raininghard.Iroseupfrom thepillowblinkeda

fewtimes,justtomakesurethatIwasawake

from thatdream.Idon'tknowwhat'shappening,

Idon'twhyIkeeponhavingthesedreamsand

visionsaboutMeandNomvelo.Itcan'tbethat

agirlmightgetinbetweenmeandmybrother,I

don'tunderstandthevisionsbecauseIam not

eveninlovewiththisgirlatall.Sheisnotmy

typeandseemswaytooyoungformeplusI

don'tlikeherfamily.Ican'tgetitonwithmy



Nkuli'scousinbutmostofallIwouldnever

stealnorbetraymyBrotherlikethat..

IwishmyGrandmothercouldcomebackhome

alreadysothatshecanexplaintomewhat's

goingon.Iwentandswitchedonthelight,I

lookedforthepackofmycigarettesanda

lighter..

_

NOMVELO

Hemadethesorenessabitbetter,histongue

wassoothingaroundthatarea.Iactuallyenjoy

beingmuffed,thepleasurebecomes10times

morenicer.Itwasrainingoutside,ithasbeen

rainingforawhilenowanditwasstilldark.The

lasttimeIcheckedthetimeitwasaround4am.

Hecamebackupandkissedme,wekissedfor

awhileuntilhemadehiswayinagain.Itwas

sore,condomshaveneverbeenpleasantthe

sorenessisactuallyfrom lastnight...



Me:Awww(Whispering)

Playingitsafeisalwaysbetterthanhaving

regretslateron..

Hewasverygentlewhichmadethingseasier,I

triednottoconcentratemuchonthepainbut

thepleasureofitall..

Him:Iloveyou

Me:Iloveyoutoo

_

NOMSA

Dangerisalwayshereveryearlyinthemorning,

notonlyisheJJ'spuppybutheisalsooneof

ourdrivers....

Me:Herearethekeys

Him:Thankyou

JJhasaplacewerehekeepsallhistaxis

exceptfortheonethatDangerdrives,thatone



isalwaysparkedinouryardandDangerhasto

comecollectthekeyseverymorning.Iwonder

whyJJkeepssuchacloseeyeonDanger..

Danger:uJJulele?(JJisstillsleeping)

Me:Ya..Hehadtoomuchwhiskeylastnight

Him:Okay..LetmegoIwillseeyoulater

Hewalkedtothedoorandhiswalletfell,Iwent

andpickeditupforhim beforehecould..

Me:EyyuphathaiWalletkodwaawunaMali

(Youcarryawalletbutyoudon'thavemoney)

Him:It'snowahabit..Thankyou

Hetriedtotakeitfrom mebutIretractedmy

handback..

Me:Kunamalinivelela?(Howmuchdoyou

haveinhere)

Him:Skwizaakunanex(There'snothing)

IopeneditandIfoundsomethingthatwas



moreinterestingthanmoney,hehadapicture

ofNomveloinhiswalletwhenshewasvery

young.Thesamepicturethatwehaveofherin

thelivingroom..

Hesnatchedthewalletfrom me..

Me:Wenzaninge'sthombesikaVelo?(Whatare

youdoingwithVelo'spicture)

Hekeptquiet..

Me:Dangerwhatisgoingon?Ungang'tshelinje

ukuthiuyilabobabaabasileabathanda

abantwanaabancane(Don'ttellmethatyou

oneofthosenaughtyoldmenwhoareinlove

withYounggirls)

Danger:Ngekengiyiyenzeintoenjalo(Iwould

neverdothat)

Me:Manje?(so)

Hekeptquiet..

Me:wehDangerawukhulumebo!!(Dangertalk)



Him:akukhonexSkwizauVelosengamthatha

njengomntwanawam'(There'snothingwrong,I

takeVeloasmyownchildnow)

Ilaughed..

Me:Sizahlekakantiveleungumntwanawakho

(Wewouldlaughonlytofindoutthatsheis

yourDaughter)

Helookeddown..

Me:What??DangerNo!!

Him:Shhhhh..

Me:Nomvelois..

Danger:Skwizastayawayfrom mattersthat

don'tconcernyou

Hewalkedawayleavingmeallshockedand

speechless..

_

NOMVELO



Nisowasbeingveryclingy..

Me:UnlikeyouIhaveclassestoday

Hekissedmeonmyneck..

Him:Can'tyoubunk?Justfortodayplusit's

raining

Me:NounfortunatelyIcan'tbunk

Iwalkedoutofthebedroom andhefollowed

me..

Him:Soexactlyhowisthis3daysofyoubeing

heresupposedtogo?

Me:Niso..Stopit

Hekissedme..

Me:Exactlyhowisthebathingaroundhere?

Him:Alotdifferentfrom howyourichpeopledo

it?

Me:Usrichpeople?

Him:Yourichpeople



Hearchedmybackandwasbusylickingmeall

over..

Me:Stopityouverydisgusting(laughing)

Him:That'showwebatharoundhere

Me:Babestopit!!(laughing)

HestoppedIstartedwipingmyface..

Me:Yousoochildishdoyouknowthat?

Him:Alittlebitoffunneverkilledanyone

Me:NowI'm coveredinspit!

Him:Trustmeyouwon'tdie

Hekissedmeonthecheek..

Him:PluginthekettlewhileIgotakeapiss

Me:Okay

Heactuallywentoutsideinthisweathertotake

apiss..

Itookthekettleandfilleditupwithwaterthen



wentandpluggedit,Ididn'twannagotoschool

anymorebutthenIcan'tdomyteam likethat..

Thedooropened...

Me:Thatwasquick

IturnedaroundanditwashisBrother,myheart

droppeddowntomyknees.Idon'tknowwhy

I'm scaredofhim,wellanyonewouldbescared

ofhim.Helooksveryintimidating.Ihadon

Niso'stshirt,itwasshortandIfeltnakedinhis

presence.HelookedatmeandIdon'tknowbut

Isawirritationinhiseyes,wasalmostasiflike

mypresencewasboringhim tothecore.He

lookedatmefrom headtotoethenshookhis

headandwalkedoutagainbangingthedoor

behindhim whichfreakedmeout...

.

Tobecontinued

Noedits
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NOMVELO

Nisodrovetometoschoolthatmorningwith

mycar,heofferedtodriveandpickmeupsince

hedidn'thaveanyclassestoday.Beinginlove

withsomeoneandthenhavingthepersonlove

youbackthesamewayisabeautifulthing,our

relationshiprecentlystartedbuttheloveshared

issomethingIcannotfullyputintowords.Inmy

wholelifeIneverknewthattherecould

somethingthatcouldbebeyondmoneyandI

hadeverythingbutthis,whatIhavewithNisois

trulyamazing.Thoughwe'restillfindingour

wayinlifetogetherIforseealotofexternal

forcescomingbetweenus,theveryfirstone

beingmyUncleIam notsureifheisgoingtobe

keenwitheverything.Hisfamilylookslikethey

won'tbeveryhappywithourrelationship,



especiallysincehisBrotherisstartingtogive

meabitofanattitude.Heismakingitclear

thathedoesn'tlikeme..

Niso:Forsomeonewhotalksalot,youawfully

quiet

Iturnedandlookedathim..

Him:What'swrong?

Me:DoyouthinkyourBrotherlikesme?

Him:Wheredoesthatcomefrom?

Me:Idon'tknowIjustfeelsomevibewithhim,

notagoodone

Him:Snazohasalwaysbeenthereformeand

hehasalwayshadmyback,Ithinkheisworried

thatourrelationshipmightgetmehurt.Your

Uncleisnotthenicestpersonintheworldand

you'rehispride

Me:Iknowthatourrelationshipisagreatrisk

andIwouldn'twanttotoseeyougethurt



especiallysincetheotherdaywhatyouand

yourBrotherdidtomeandmycousin

Him:Yathatwasmessedupbuthewouldbe

moremessedupifheholdsthatagainstme,it

wasn'tthatdeep

Me:NottomyUncle

Him:Heywegoingtomakeit..Wegoingtobe

fine..Yeshemightactupandeverythingbut

whenherealizeshowmuchweintoeachotherI

am surethathewillacceptourrelationship

Me:IhopesobecauseIam veryhappywithyou

Hesmiled..

Him:Everythingisgoingtobeokay

_

SNAZO

Wewereinformedbeforehandthatwhenthe

weatherislikethisweshouldn'tcometowork

buthereIwasgettingacalltocomeinfor



somemeeting,andtomysurpriseIwasthe

onlyonecalledin.MrLubisiwasn'tthere

meaninghisPartnerliedtogetmehere,hesaid

onthephonethattheybothwantedtoseeme

aboutsomeurgentmatter.Iwaswelcomedin

bysomeguyholdingagun,andMrLubisi's

partnerFrankwassittingatthetable..

Frank:Pleasesit

Hepointedatthechair..

Me:Iwouldratherstand

Him:Haveityourway

Me:IthoughtMrLubisiwouldbeheretoo

Him:YaIliedaboutthattogetyouhere

Me:Obviouslythisisnotaformalmeetingso..

Whatdoyouwant?

Him:Thequestionshouldbewhatdoyouwant?

Me:Idon'tunderstand



Him:Idon'tbelieveforasecondthatyouan

ordinaryemployeehere,there'ssomethingthat

youhereforsowhatisit?

Me:Idon'tknowwhatyoutalkingabout

Him:Thisprojectisgoingtomakemealotof

moneyandIwouldbedamnedifsomeone

sabotagedme

Me:WhywouldIwannasabotageyou?Iam just

anotherdudetryingtoprovideformyfamily

Hegulpeddownthewhiskeyfrom hisglass..

Him:Theaccident

Me:Ialreadytoldyouaboutthat

Him:Yesyoudidbutyourstorydoesn'tmake

sense!Unlessofcourseyoupsychicandyou

sawtheaccidentbeforeithappenedbutIdon't

thinksomeonelikeyouwouldpossesssuch

powers

Hisgoonlaughed..



Frank:Anotherexplanationcouldbethatyou

planningonsabotagingme..Whosentyou?

Whodoyouworkfor?

Me:From howIseeitIsavedyoualotof

moneyandalawsuit

Helookedatmeforawhile..

Him:Isurehopesobecauseifyoulyingtome..

Hisgooncockedthegun..

Frank:Iwilltakeeliminateyoufrom thefaceof

theearth..KnowthatIwillbewatchingyou

closelySon

Apersoncan'tevenhaveanormaljobwithout

someonebeinginmyfaceandthinkingthe

worstofme..

_

NOMSA

Iwaspacingupanddownatthekitchenwhile

checkingthetime..



Thedooropenedandhewalkedin..

Me:It'sabouttime

Danger:Whydidyoucallmehere?Idon'twant

yourHusbandthinkingthatwehavinganaffair

andthatI'm skippingworktocomeandsleep

withyou

Me:Yekaukubanehaba(stopexaggerating)

Danger:Ufunani?(whatdoyouwant)

Me:Aboutearlierthismorning..DangerIam

confused

Him:There'snothingtobeconfusedabout!

Velenjeuyiyeke(Justleaveit)

Me:JJhadalwayssaidthatNomvelo'sfatheris

theonewhokilledhisSisterandwasarrested

sowhatIdon'tunderstandishowyouandhim

becamebestoffriendswhenyougotoutafter

beingarrestedforkillinghisownSister,theJJI

knowwould'vefedyoutothedogs



Hekeptquiet..

Me:Unlessthere'smoretothestorythanwhat

youlettingon

Him:Nomsajustleaveitplease

Me:Ican'tleaveit..DoesVeloevenknow?

Him:No!!..NomvelocanneverknowwhoIam

Me:Thenyoubetterstarttalking

Him:NomaoutofallPeopleyouknowhow

dangerousyourhusbandisandIdon'twantyou

gettinghurt..Nowyouplayingwithfire

Me:Dangerthismanisraisingyourownchild

rightinfrontofyoureyes,hehasfilledNomvelo

withallsortsofliesaboutyou!

Him:It'sbetterthisway..AllIwantismy

DaughtertohaveabetterfutureandJJwill

providethatforher

Me:Dangerwhathappened?Youdidn'tdoit

right?Youdidn'tkillher?



Hekeptquiet...

Me:Whydidyoutakethefallforsomethingthat

youdidn'tdo?

Him:Thatnight..ThatnightIcamebackhome

tofindmywifelayingonthefloorinherown

poolofblood,she..Shewasbrutally

murdereredstabbedrepeatedlyandshewas

missingherheart.Herheartwasnotthereand

myDaughterwassittingnexttohercryingIfI

calledthecopsIwould'vestillbeenarrested

becausethatnightshewasleavingme,our

marriagewashanginginthebalanceoffailure

becauseofmymistakes.ThebestthingIcould

dowastorunandIdiduntilJJcalledmeand

toldmethatifIturnmyselfinhewilltakecare

ofmydaughter

Isawtearsinhiseyes..

Him:IhadtothinkaboutNomvelo'sfuture

Me:Iam sosorryDanger



Him:Ilosteverything..Ilostmywifeandmy

Daughterthatnight.ThebestthingIcoulddo

nowisraisemyDaughterthisway

Ifelttearscoming..

Him:JJdidit..HekilledhisownSisterand

sacrificedherheartforriches,heatehisown

sister'sheartandyouthinkthathewon'tkillyou?

Nomsathatmanisdangerousnotonlywillhe

comeafteryoubuthewillcomeafteryourkids

too,justleavethismatteralone!JJisheartless

anddangerous

_

JJ

"JJisheartlessanddangerous"Iranthetape

again...

"JJisheartlessanddangerous"

Beingapersonlikemeit'sverydifficulttotrust

people,andmywifehasalwaysbeensomeone



thatIfailedtotrust.Nomsahasalwaysbeen

dodgysoIinstalledafewcamerasinmyhouse

tokeeptabsonher.

Iheardaknockatthedoor..

Me:Comein

Thedooropenedandhewalkedin,Iclosedmy

laptop..

Me:ThankyouforcomingStokies

Him:Shobhozayam'

Stokiesisworkingformejustanotheruseless

guyIgotfrom thehood..

Me:Ineedyoutodotwothingsforme

Him:Ng'lalele(Iam listening)

Me:Iwantyoutohijackmywifeandshoother

Him:Yoohbhozaang'kazengashayaispani

esiso(Ihaveneverdidsomethinglikethis)

Me:Wasn'tyoucanaskyourfriendstohelp,you



goingtopocketalotfrom thisjob

Him:Surebhoza..

Me:Iwillgiveyouthedetails

Him:Akunastress(there'snostress)

Me:Souzoy'phushanobanilejob?(whoare

yougoingtodothiswith)

Him:KhonauKnoxmanwam'maranjewena

nayeniyenabanesmokonyana(Ihave

someonebutyouandhim hadanaltercation)

Him:UsholomfanawakaButhelezi?(Youmean

thatButheleziboy)

Henodded..

Him:Aiiyenauyay'shayaiJobng'fundekuye(he

doesgetthejobwelldone,Ilearntfrom him)

Me:Talktohim andconvincehim,askhim how

muchishegoingwantfrom thisthengivemea

call



Him:Surebhoza

Heopenedthedoorandwalkedout..

.
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SNAZO

Me:"PutonalltheArmourthatGodgivesyou,

sothatyouwillbeabletoupagainsttheDevil's

eviltricks.Forwearenotfightingagainst..."

IclosedtheBible..

Mantwa:What'swrong?

Me:Iknowyoumeanwellbutakusiyizintozam'

lezi(thisisnotmything)

Mantwastoppedbyatmyhouseafterworkto

checkuponme,myGrandmother'sorders.My



Grandmotherhasreallytakenaninterestinthis

girlnotthatIam complainingsheseemslikea

nicegirl,butNkuliwasalsolikethiswhenImet

hertoo.Ilookedatthepotinthestove..

Mantwa:I'llcheckit

Shefoundmepreparingtocookthenshetook

over,whatIlikemostaboutherisherhumble

spirit,she'sverypolite,hasthemostbeautiful

smilethatIhaveeverseenandsheseemswell

groundedtoo..

Me:SorryaboutmyGrandmothershecanbea

bittoomuchsometimes

Her:It'sokayIdon'tmind

Me:Idomindabit..ThelastthingIwantisyour

boyfriendbustinginthroughthatdoor

Shelaughed...

Her:Youluckythatwon'thappenbecauseI

don'thaveaboyfriend



Me:Howcome?

Her:Longstory

Me:I'm notgoinganywhere

Sheturnedandlookedather..

Her:Let'ssaytherewastoomuchpaininmy

lastrelationshipandtoomuchlies,Ihaven't

beenabletofindthestrengthnortheheartto

gothroughthatagaininanotherrelationship

henceIremainedsingle

Me:I'm sorryaboutthat

Her:It'sokay..Andyou?Anygirlthat'sgoingto

walkthroughthatdoorandwipethekitchen

floorwithmybutt?

Ichuckled..

Me:No..Youhavenothingtoworryabout

Wehadaknockatthedoor..

Me:I'llgetit



IwenttoopenanditwasStokies..

Him:Wolampintshiyam'(Greetingsmyfriends)

Hepushedthroughandmadehiswayin,he

whistledwhenhesawMantwa..

Him:Entlekbathini?Am Idisturbingsomething?

Me:Noyounot

Iputmyhandsinmypockets..

Me:Ubekwayinila?(Whatbringsyouhere)

Him:Athisiringe(let'sgoandtalk)

IlookedatMantwa...

Me:gimme5

Iwalkedoutandhefollowedme..

Him:Sebak'shayisaisingamlavele?(Nowyou

forcedtospeakEnglish)

Ithadstoppedrainingbutitwasstillcloudy..

Him:AsizidlengendabaeStraight,eSerious!



(Let'stalkaboutsomethingserious)

Ileanedagainstthewallandhedidtoo..

Me:Ringa(Talk)

Him:Cavakekunebhozaefunang'mshayele

iJobeSerious(There'ssomeonewhowantsme

todosomethingforhim)

Me:Ja?

Him:AhhakusiyintoeneStress,ukudlala

ngamatayerakphela(It'snotsomethingthat's

stressful,it'shijacking)

Me:soukurevaiKarak'nastress?(that'snot

stressful)

Him:sotholaimaliegrand(wewillgetgood

money)

Isighed..

Me:Ntwanabacedaukung'dedelanouufuna

ngiyephakathifuthi?(theyjustreleasedme,you

wantmetogobackinagain)



Him:NoNtwanamossthattimebak'thatha

bekuyistoryesihlukile(Thattimewhenyougot

arresteditwasadifferentstory)

Me:StokiesI'm notpreparingmyselftogoback

Him:fedegrandwenanoshinening'valele

ngaphandle,manjeuwufuninokung'ceda

ngalespani?(YouandShineexcludedmenow

youdon'tevenwannahelpmewiththisjob"

Me:Stokiesngizocavangopast(I'llseeyou)

Imademywaybacktothehouse..

Him:Tsekuyabheda!

Me:K'bhedawena!

_

NOMSA

IwasstillshockedatwhatDangertoldme,I

don'tevenknowwhyIwasshockedbecause

that'sexpectedfrom JJ.Heisaheartless

bastard!!!Mysisterwasaround,NtokozoandI



havetogoforwardwiththeplanJJhastogo!

Hehashurtalotofpeoplesohehastogo..

Ntokozo:Yazikodwauzombulalathenwhat?

YonkeintoiwelakunoMvelo(Yougoingtokill

him thenwhat,everythinggoestoNomvelo)

Me:Sishadilephela(wemarried)sashadain

communityofproperty

Hedrankherrooibos..

Her:MntakaMaminaangazi(Idon'tknow

Sister)

Me:UzotholaphelanaweiShare(Youwillgeta

share)

Her:PhelauJJwuSathaneuqobo,ukuba

kwakhenjeinaroom for10minumzimba

uyashukuma(JJisSatanhimself,withhim in

theroom for10minyouevengetgoosebumps)

Me:awuyekeukungaiscefe!(stopbeinga

nuisance)



Her:Manjesizohambanini?(whenwillwego)

Me:Tomorrowmorning

Her:IhopeitworksoutMntakaMa..

Me:Ithastoo

_

SNAZO

Mantwa:Yourfriendlooksscary

Me:Hedoesbutheisagooddude

Shewentbacktoeatingherfood..

Me:Yourcompanyisnotbadatall

Shesmiled..

MaybeMantwamightbethedistractionthatI

need,maybewecanstartsomethingandsee

whathappensalongtheway..

Me:Shouldn'tyoubegettinghome?

Her:IcalledmyMotherbeforeIcamehere,told



herthatImightbelate

Me:Soyouhandingyourselftomeinasilver

platter?

Shelaughedwhilecoveringhermouth..

Her:YourGrandmothersaidIshouldcheckon

youandalsomakesurethatherhouseisin

order

Me:Isthatall?

Her:That'sall

Me:Idon'tbelieve

Her:Whatelsecoulditbe?

Idraggedherchaircloser..

Me:Maybethis???

Ileanedoverandkissedheruntilthedoor

openedandshepushedmeback,Nisowalked

in..

Mantwa:Areyoudone?Iwannawashthe



dishesbeforeIgo

Me:It'sokayyouhavedoneenoughalready..I'll

washthedishes

Her:Ishouldgothen

Me:I'lldriveyouhome

Nisolookedatus..

Niso:Wellisn'tthislovely?

IlookedatMantwa..

Me:ThisismyannoyingLittleBrotherNiso..

NisothisisMantwa

Mantwa:Hi..

Niso:Hi

Mantwa:I'llgetmybaginthelounge

Shewalkedout..

Niso:Ineedtotalktoyou

Me:Itcan'twait?



Him:No

Me:Matteroflifeanddeath?

Him:Itcan'twait

Isatdownagain..

Me:Whatisit?

Him:SoNomvelohasthistheorythatyoudon't

reallylikeher

Icoughed..

Me:What?

Him:Youhavebeengivinghercoldvibes

Me:Exactlywhatdoyouexpectmetodohuh?

BeallsmileswithherafteryouthoughtthatI

wasgoingtorapeher?

Helookedatthedoorway..

IturnedandMantwawasstandingthere..

IlookedatNisoagain..



Me:Idon'thavetimeforyourgirlfriend'spetty

issues

IlookedatMantwa..

Me:Let'sgo

_

JJ

Idranktheglasswhiskeyagainbusythinking

aboutthefactthatmywifewantsmedead!The

hiddencamerasinthehousearereallyworking

theirwaymagic.Theynoteverywherejustinthe

kitchen,lounge,andourbedroom..

Stokieswalkedin..

Him:Bhoza..

Me:Iwantyoutodothejobtomorrowmorning,

canyoudothat?

Him:YasureBhoza..Tomorrowmorningit's

fine



Me:Letmeshowyouherusualrouteandone

ofmyguysisgoingtogiveyouagunlater

tonight..Donotfuckthisup!

Him:Iwon'tBhoza..Iwon'tfuckthisup!

.
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MANTWA

Me:Soifitdoesn'traintomorrowmorningyou

won'tdrivemetowork?

Him:NobecausethenI'llhavetobeatworktoo

Me:That'ssad

MyMom stoodatthedoor..

Him:Wecanmeetuplaterandhavedrinks

Me:I'dlikethat



Him:Ihavetogo..I'llseeyoutomorroweitherin

themorningorlater

Me:Okaybye

Him:Bye

IloweredmyphoneasmyMothermadeher

wayin.I'dliketothinkthatIwasafortunate

child,Igrewupinalovinghomewithboth

parents.WewereanaveragefamilymyDad

providedformeandmyMom thebesthecould,

MyMotherwasahousewifeshecouldn'twork

duetohealthreasons.Thatlifeofaprincess

camecrashingdownwhenmyFatherstarted

havinganaffair,thenbeforeweknewithe

divorcedmyMotherandkickedusoutforhis

mistresstomovein.Iwasdoinggrade11by

thenandmylittlebrotherwasprettyyoungto

understandwhatwasgoingon,wehadtotake

onlyourclothesandleaveeverythingelse.We

moveddownhereatmyGrandmother'shouse,

thehousewaspreviouslyrentedsincemy



Mothercouldn'tliveinitseeinghewasmarried

andmyGrandmotherpassedonbeforeIwas

evenborn,sowhenwegotbackthetenants

hadtomoveout.Weonlyrentingtheoutside

roomsnow.Ournewlifewasverydifficultwe

dependedonmytherentfrom thetenantsand

myBrother'sSassagrantmoney,thatforced

metokillmyvarsitydream.AftermatricIdid

someshortcourseandIstruggledtofindajob

tohelpoutwithmyMotherandlittleBrother

untilthatdaywhenSnazocametome,thatday

changedourlivesforthebetter.Iam earninga

reasonablesalarytohelpoutathomeandalsoI

am planningtoapplyatUnisanextyear.The

divorcereallybrokemyMotherIthoughtIwas

goingtoloseher,shealreadyhadpoorhealth

andwhatmyFatherdidsenthertothepointof

noreturn.Iam justthankfulthatshepicked

herselfupformeandmylittleBrother,sheison

antidepressantsandattendscounselingatour

localclinictwiceaweek.Shewantstolookfor



ajobtoo,maybebeingamaidorsomething

justsoshecangetabitofmoneytooandhelp

out.Shefeelshelplessjustsittingaroundand

doingnothing..

Mom:wasthatSnazo?

Inodded..

SheknowsaboutSnazoItoldherabouthim,

quitefranklyfrom thatdayatchurchIfellhard

forhim andhisGrandmotherspeaksveryhighly

ofhim.Ihavebeenkeepingcontactwithher,

shetoldmethathehasacallingtobea

preacher.ApparentlySnazohasagiftofhealing.

Hecanhealthroughprayer,throughwords,and

alsowithhishands.Shetoldmethatheneeds

astrongreligiouswomanwhowillbewithand

helphim asthiswon'tbeaneasyroadforhim,

especiallybecauseheisnotabeliever.Shetold

methatheisgoingtobethemostpowerful

preacherthereeverwas,heisgoingtohelpa

lotofpeopleandIreallywannabeapartofhis



destiny.Him beinghandsomeisjusticingon

thecake..

Mom:Ireallycannotwaittomeethim

Me:Metoo..Heisagreatguyandhis

Grandmotherisaverylovelyperson

Shesmiledandheldmyhand..

Her:Aftereverythingwehavebeenthroughyou

deservethis

Me:That'strue

Her:SeemslikeGodiscomingthroughforus

Me:Heis

Mypreviousrelationshipwasn'thealthymyex

wasaveryabusiveandcontrollinglyingcheat,I

enduredalotfrom him andIhopemynext

relationshipwillbebetter.Snazoseemsbetter,I

hopethingsworkoutbetweenus..

_



SNAZO

ShineandIwereatGazibojustcatchingupand

drinkingbeer,itwaslateandabitcold..

Shine:uStokiesuyahlanyaNtwana!

Me:Toomuch..

Shine:indabazokubulalaminavelengikhipheni

kuzo(Whenitcomestomurderleavemeoutof

it)

Me:NamiNtwana,Idon'twannafuckup

anymore

SinceIcamehereIbeenhavingthisweird

feeling,can'treallywrapmymindintoit..

Shine'sphonerang..

Shine:Ithingiyabuya(I'llberightback)

Hestoodupandwalkedawaytoanswerhis

phone.TheweirdfeelingthatIwas

experiencingbecamemoreintense.Ipickedup

mydumpiefrom thetablebutputitbackwhenI



startedfeelingveryheartbroken.Thisissome

typeofemotionalandmentalpainthatIhave

neverfeltbefore.InmymistoffeelinglikethatI

ranmyeyesaroundandeverythingwasmoving

inslowmotion,myeyeslandedonthisother

girlwhowassittingnotfarfrom mytable.She

wastearingup,eachtearthatstreamingdownI

feltmoreandmorepain.MorelikeIwasfeeling

herpain,howcanahumanbeinghavesomuch

cloudofunsettlingemotions..

"Beloved.."

Ilookedaround..

"Iwantyoutoseeherpain"

Uponstarringathersomethingunexplainable

happened,Isawherheartthatwaspiercedbya

lotofneedlestheneedlesweresoomanythat

theheartcouldbarelybeatproperly..

"That'swhosheis..That'showmuchpainshe

hasendured,eachneedlerepresentsan



emotionalpaininflectedonher"

Iswallowed...

"Whenallgurdainangelspresentthemselves,

hersisalwayscryingitreportsnothingbutpain.

Shehasbeenhurttoapointofconfusion,she

haspurposedtotakeherownlifetomorrow

morningwheneveryonehaveleftthehouse,

sheisgoingtotakeherownlifeandthelifeof

herdaughter.."

Me:Idon'tknowhowIcanhelpsuchabroken

person

"Belovedyouhealwithwords..Itisyourdestiny.

Thecycleoflifeisgoingtobeincomplete

withouther,it'snothertime"

Me:Ifit'snothertimethensheshouldn'tdie

can'tyousaveher?

"Theenemyisgoingtostealhersoultomorrow

ifshegoesthroughwithit,unlessyou

intervene"



Me:Butthisisbeyondme

"Thespiritofdepressionisonepowerfulspirit

thathastakensoomanylivesprematurely,

comingfacetofacewithitisnoteasybut

courageistheonlywaytoconquerit"

Me:Whatifshedoesn'tlistentome?

"Joshua1verse6..Bedeterminedand

Confident!"

Shinecameback..

Shine:Eishbrayam'hadethatItooklongMe:

Kugrand

"Beloved.."

Ipickedupmybeeranddrank..

"Beloved.."

Iclosedmyeyesandopenedthem again.

Me:Let'stalkNtwana

Him:About?



Me:Anything..AnythingthatwilldistractMe

Thevoicegotfirm..

"Beloved!!.."

Istartedhearingthisvoiceinmyheadthat

portrayedalotofpain,I'm guessingitwashers..

Voice:Whyme??AtleasttomorrowIwillbe

freefrom thispain..Iam notabadperson..I

don'tdeservethis!!

ThevoicewasoverwhelmingIcouldn'teven

hearmyselfthinknorhearwhatShinewas

saying..

Voice:Tomorrowitcomestoanend..

TomorrowIwillbefree

ThevoicekeptonandonthatIstartedfeeling

dizzy,everythingseemedtobespinning.Igot

upandlookedaround,itfeltlikeIwasgoing

crazybeforeIknewit,Icollapsed..

_



NOMVELO

Hisstronghandswereonmywaistourlips

weretightlylockedtogether,Iwasgoingupand

downonhim abitslowerthanheanticipated.

Hehelpedmetochangetherhythm,themore

hishandsforcedmetogoupanddownfaster

thedeeperIfeltallofhim insideofme,Ibroke

thekissandgaspedforairbeforemyvoice

escapedmyvocalchordschanneledintoa

moan.Therewasn'tenoughspaceinhiscar

thereforewhywewereforcedintothis

uncomfortableposition.Heheldmetightwith

hisheadburiedonmybreasts,Istillhadmybra

onIcouldfeelawarm sensationofhisbreath

hittingagainstmychest.Herosehisheadfrom

mybreastsandwekissedagain,whileIwas

moaningundermybreath.TomorrowIhaveto

gobackhomebeforemyUnclerealizesthat

there'ssomethingwrong,accordingtomeI

wouldn'tevengobackhomeatall..Ienjoy



spendingtimewithNisoandIwannaspend

moreandmoretimewithhim everyday,he

completesme..

BeforeIknewitheheldmetightagainand

cursedunderhisbreathwhileIprayedthe

condom staysintact,afterthatintensefeeling

ofcomingheslowlyletgoofmewhileweboth

triedtocatchourbreaths..

Ikissedhim again...

Him:Iloveyousomuch

Me:Iloveyoutoo

Whenhepickedmeupfrom schoolwedidn't

drivehome,wewenttovisithisfriendMongz

andGroovy.Thistimearoundwedidn'tgoto

thatplacewejustchilleddecidedtoget

everythingthatwewantedandchilledinMongz

room,hehasanoutsideroom.AfterNisohada

fewpuffsofweedandbeerhetextedmethat

weshouldsneakout,andherewearenowwellI



wasmessedupmyselfsoIdidn'tmind,I'm just

gladthatweusedacondom

Him:Youfeelingokay?

Me:I'm okay

Iwasn'tdrunkjusttipsy.Wekissedonelast

timewithhishandscaressingme..

_

SNAZO

Me:Ahhhhhhhhhh!!!

Ifeltlikemyheartwaspiercedbyalotof

needles,paramedicswerealreadyhereandI

wasinalotofpain.Acrowdwassurrounding

theambulanceandIknewthatshewasaround,

shewasamongstthatcrowd.Icouldsenseher,

Icouldfeelherpain..

Paramedic1:Ithinkwewillhavetosedatehim

Me:Ahhhmyheart!!!!!



Shine:Ntwanakuzobagrandsiyaewosi(You

goingtobeokay,wegoingtothehospital)

Icouldn'ttalk,IwasinpainanditfeltasiflikeI

wasgoingtodie.EachbreaththatItookthe

needlespiecedthroughdeeperanddeeper..

_

NOMVELO

MyheartwastrulybrokenknowingthatIhadto

leavetomorrow,weprobablygoingtoseeeach

otheroccasionallynowandsleepoversarenot

goingtohappenanymore..

Him:Let'sgoin..I'm sureGroovyandMongz

arewonderingwereweare

Iwipedmytears..Helookedatme

Him:Heywhat'swrong?

Ishookmyheadno..

Him:Yini?(what'swrong)



Iwalkedcloserandlaidmyheadonhischest

andcried...

Him:What'swrongTwana?

Me:Idon'twannagotomorrow..I'm goingto

missyou(Crying)

Hehuggedme..

Him:I'm goingtomissyoutoo

.
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NOMVELO

Lateronwedrovebackhomeafterspending

timewithGroovyandMongz,Nazo'sroom the

lightwasoffandhewasn'tinthehouseeither.

Heprobablyhadanearlynightorsomething

likethat.

AfterIhadbatheIjoinedNisoonthecouchand



wewatchedTv..

Me:IneverthoughtthatIcouldmasterbathing

inabasin

Him:Ineverimaginedyoubathinginabasin,all

coconuttendencieswentoutofthewindow

Ilaughed..

Me:Yeahwhatever..Iguesswhenyoutrulylove

someoneyoutakethem witheverythingthat

theyhave

Him:Iguesssotoo

Hekissedmeonmyforehead..

Me:IwishIwasn'tleavingtomorrow

Him:Westillgoingtoseeeachotherandhave

random visits

Myphonevibratedonthetable,Istretchedmy

handandgotit.ItwasmyUncle,Icollected

myselffirstbeforeanswering..



Me:Hello

Him:Dodo

Me:Hi..

Him:Unjani?(Howareyou)

Me:Iam wellandyou?

Him:Iam good

(Silence)

Him:Howisthevisitsofartoyourfriend's

place?

Me:It'sprettygood..Wemakingprogresswith

ourwork

Him:Gladtohearthat

Me:Whatareyoudoing?HowisNomsa?

Him:Ntokozoisaroundsoyouknowhow

they're..Iam actuallywithafriend

Me:Ohw



Him:Wannasayhi?

Me:Okay

Iwaitedtohearthefriendgreetme..

Voice:Velo

ItwasPower!Ipanickedimmediately..

Me:Po..Power?

Power:Heknowseverything

Everythingjustcametoastandstill,allIheard

wasmyheartbeatracingwitheveryswallow.

Mycheeksfelthot,Ifeltlightheadeditwasjust

amixofemotionsresultingfrom fear..

Uncle:WhywouldyoudothatVelo?

Ididn'tsayanything..

Uncle:MeaningNomsahasbeencoveringup

foryou?EvenwhenwewereatGrandma's

placeyoudidn'tgotoseeNkulididyou?

IwantedtosaysomethingbutIdidn'tknow



whattosay..

Him:Iwantyouhomefirstthinginthemorning

uyangizwa?(doyouhearme)

Me:Yes

HeclickedhistongueandIletmyphonego,it

fellonthefloor.Iwasliterallyshaking..

Me:Heknows

Niso:How?

Me:Idon'tknowbut..Heknows

Hegotofffrom thecouchthenpulledthetable

closerandsatonitwhilelookingatme..

Him:Hey..

Iwasinmyownstateofmind..

Him:Heylookatme

Ilookedathim..

Him:It'sgoingtobeokay



Me:It'snotgoingtobeokay!..Heisgoingto

explodeifhehasn'texplodedalready

Him:Ihavedealtwithalotofshitokay?Iam

notscaredofhim

Me:Idon'tthinkIwannagohometomorrow

Him:Don'tbecrazy..Eventuallyhewasbound

tofindout,gohomeandtalktohim okay?

Inodded..Hesatonthecouchagain

Him:Comehere

Istoodupandsatonhim,hegavemeavery

tighthug..

Him:It'sgoingtobeokay

_

SNAZO

TheDrwalkedinholdingafile..

Iwasfeelingawholelotbetternow,Iwas

sittingonthebedwithShinesittingonthesmall



chairnexttomewhilebusypressinghisphone..

Dr:Uzizwaunjanimanje?(Howareyoufeeling

now)

Me:MychestishotbutI'm fine

Dr:Yourbreathing?

Me:It'sfine

Shine:Drk'hambani?(what'swrong)

Dr:YouhadwhatwecallaPanicattack

Shine:Err..AwusipheIversioneSimple(Giveus

asimpleversion)

Dr:Apanicattackisnormal,it'syourbody

reactingtoaflightorfightresponsewhen

dangerissensed,sometimesstressful

situationscanbringaboutapanicattack

Shine:Ehhh

Dr:Itmeansyoucanrelax..Yourfrienddidn't

haveaheartattack



Shine:Aiinok'gconokemakunjalo(it'sbetter

thatway)

Dr:Apanicattackisnormalitwon'tkillyou

don'tfightitjustletittakeit'scoursebutifyou

starttohavepersistentonesthenfurthersteps

willbetaken

Me:Like?

Dr:Therapy..Overthecountermedications,

dealingwiththerootoftheproblem andhand

Inodded..

Dr:Icankeepyouhereovernightbut

Me:It'sfineifthere'snothingwrongwithmeI

wannagohome

Dr:Iftheybecomeaproblem pleaseconsult

becausesometimestheycanmakeonesuicidal

especiallywhenyoudon'tknowwhat'swrong

Me:Iunderstandandthankyou

Dr:I'lltelltheNursetohaveyoucheckedout



Shine:Tabhozasiyabonga(ThankyouDr)

Hewalkedaway..

Shine:Ndodasowuphathwayizintozabelungu

manje?Kahlekahlevelezishaphi?(Nowyou

gettingafancyconditionwhat'stheproblem)

Me:AwungayeiSpacefor2min..Iwannamake

aseriousphonecall

Hestoodupandleftme,Igotmyphoneand

calledMantwa..

Mantwa:Hey??

Me:Hey..Sowugidlile?(areyousleeping)

Her:uhm it'sonly20:00Nazo

Me:Okaybheka..Ineedafavour

Her:Areyouokay?Yousoundabittense

Me:I'm good

Her:Whatfavour?

Me:My..



Iclearedmythroat..

Me:MyGrandmotherusedtopreachaboutthe

10commandmentsbackwhenIwasyoungjust

forgotthem

Her:Ohwuhm yaExodus20

Me:Canyoureadthem forme

Her:Now?

Me:Ifit'snottoomuchtrouble

Her:OkayholdonletmegetmyBible

IwaitedforhertogettheBible..

Her:OkayIgotit

Me:Pleasereadthem forme

Her:Okaythewholething?

Me:Noaren'ttheylisted?

Her:Wellfrom verse1-12itgoeswithabitofan

explanation



Me:IthoughtIwasoncesawsomethinglike

"Donotsteal.."

Her:YesDonotcommitmurder,Donotcommit

adultery,Donotaccuseanyonefalsely..Do-

Me:It'sokayIgotthem thankyou

Her:ButI..

Me:I'llcallyoutomorrowandunfortunately

tomorrowmorningyouwillhavetotakeataxi

towork

Her:IseverythingokayNazo?Youscaringme

Me:Everythingisfine..Goodnight

Ihungup..

IsentStokiesatext:

"Tomorrowwhenyouleaveforthejob,collect

me"

Hehitmebackafterawhile..

"ubereadyat5am"



IhopethatwhatIam goingtodotomorrow

morningwillmakethiswholereligiousthinggo

away,Iam goingtobreakoneofthe

commandmentsandhopethatIbreakfree

from whatmydestinyissupposedtobe..

Shinecamebackafterafewminutesofmaking

thatcallandtheNursewastakingforeverso

wejustmadeourwayoutofthehospital..

_

MANTWA

IlookedatmyphoneNazo'scallwasvery

strange,myintuitiontoldmethathewasgoing

todosomethingbadtherewayheaskedabout

the10commandmentswasweird,wetalking

aboutapersonherewhodidn'twannahear

anythingwithregardstotheBiblewhenIwas

withhim.Itriedcallinghim afewtimesbuthe

didn'tpickup,Ithoughtofcallinghis

Grandmotherbutthatwouldbemebeing



forward.Igotoutofbedandwenttoswitchoff

thelight,Ileanedagainstthedoorclosedmy

eyes..

Me:Nazoplease..Don'tdoanythingstupid

_

NOMVELO

IwastossingandturningwhileNisoslept

soundlessnexttome,Ihadinsomniadueto

thatphonecall.IturnedandlookedatNiso,I

lovehim andtomorrowIam willingtofightfor

whatwehave.IwantmyUncletoseethatIam

actuallyhappywithhim,Ifhetrulylovesme

thenhewillacceptNisoandourrelationship

despitewhathehas.There'snogreaterfeeling

thatcomparestoloveandIam inlove..

_

SNAZO

EversinceIgotbackfrom thehospitalIhave



beenstrugglingtosleepalittle,themoreI

thoughtaboutthatgirltheremoreandmoreI

wasconvincedthatIshouldberidofallthis

religiousmadness.WhatI'm seeingandwhatI

hearisnotnormal,thisisnotmylifeit'snot

whoIam andIrefusetoacceptsomethingthat

Idon'tunderstand.Icanimagineeveryone

aroundheremakingfunofme,from ahardcore

excontoapreacher.Thatdoesn'thaveanice

ringtoit.Itookmyphoneandlookedatthe

time,onlyanhourleftuntil5am Icanusethis

timetosmokeandthenpreparemyself,Stokies

usuallyshowsup10minearlierthanthe

recommendedtime..

Igotoutofbedandtookmycigarettestogether

withalighter,Imademywaytothedoor.I

turnedthekeybutitdidn'twant,itwasjammed..

Me:Damn!!!

Itriedafewtimesbutthekeydidn'twant..



Me:Aghcomein!!

Itrieditagainuntilitallowed,Iunlockedat

openedthedoorwhatstoodatmydoorstopon

my"Welcome"matissomethingthatmademe

questionmysanity.Itwaswhatlookedlikean

angelthoughitlookeddifferentfrom the

ordinaryangelsthattheyshowusonTv.This

onewasabitofagiant,ithadbigwingsandit

carriedasword.Itsteppedbackabitand

startedflappingit'swings,Ilookedatitandit's

eyeswereonfire..Iwastooshockedtoeven

sayanything..

ItspokeinadeepvoicethatIfeltatremourand

alightingstartedflashingacrosstheskytothe

soundofit'svoice..

"Sizkim olduğunuzdanqaçabilməzsiniz"

AsIconcentratedonit'seyesthatreflectedfire,

myvisionbecameblurryuntilIcouldn'tsee

anythinganymore.AllIsawwastotaldarkness..



.
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SNAZO

IheardaknockatthedooritfreightnedIthatI

jumped,Ihavebeensittingonthefloorever

sincetheincidenthappened.Peoplehavebeen

knockingbutIkeptquiet.Thedooropenedand

myheartfellonthefloor..

Niso:Nazo

Iletoutasighofrelief..

Niso:Whatareyoudoingonthefloor?

IlookedaroundandallIcouldseewastotal

darknessandthepictureofthatthinginmy

headwasstillhauntingme..

Me:Isitstillhere?



Niso:Whatareyoutalkingabout?Nazowhat's

goingon?

Me:Ican'tseeathing

Niso:Whatdoyoumeanyoucan'tseeathing?

Me:I'm blind

Hechuckled..

Him:Quitplayingit'stooearlyinthemorning

Me:Iam notplaying!!!

IheardhisfootstepsthenIheardhim talking

closertome,itscaredme..

Him:Whatthe??Whathappened?

Me:Idon'tknow

Him:Iwavedmyhandonyourfaceandyou

didn'treact,youreallyblind

Hehelpedmeupandsatmeonmybed..

Me:NisoI'm afraidthatImightbelosingit,I'm

goingcrazy



Him:Youshaking

Me:Idon'tknowwhat'shappeningtomeall

thesethingsIdon'tknowwhytheyhappeningto

me

Him:Wegoingtofigurethisoutonewayor

another

Weheardaknockatthekitchendooranda

voicecallingout,IthinkitwasMantwa.

Her:Snazo!!!

Niso:ShouldIletherin?

Me:Ya

Nisowenttothedoor..

Him:Hey

Mantwa:Hi..Iam lookingforSnazo

Him:Heishere

Her:Okay

AllIcouldhearwasfootsteps..



Mantwa:Hi

Imovedmyeyestothesoundofhervoice..

Me:Hi

Her:Areyouokay?Wascheckinguponyou

afterthatphonecalllastnight

Me:Iam..

Niso:I'llberightbackletmecallMa

Mantwa:Iwasonmywaytoworkand..

Me:MantwaI'm blind

Her:What?

Me:Ican'tseeathing

Icouldhearhermovingcloser..

Her:Whatdoyoumeanthatyoucan'tseea

thing?

Me:I..I

Her:Talktome



Me:IsawsomethinglikeanAngelbutitdidn't

looklikeyournormalangel..IknowIsound

crazyb-

Her:Snazo..

Me:Iknowitsoundscrazy..IthinkI'm going

crazy,Idon'tknowwhyallthesethingsare

happeningtome.ForthefirsttimeinmylifeI'm

scaredandIdon'tgetscared!!!Ibeentojail

previouslyandit'shelltherebutnoneofthat

everscaredme,butthis!!Iam scaredMantwa,

nothinghaseverscaredmelikethis

Mantwa:Youarenotcrazy

Shewrappedmyarmsaroundherwaistand

laidmyheadonher,Icouldsmellherperfume...

Mantwa:Wegoingtofigurethisout..It'sokay

Me:Iwantallofthistogoaway

Sheranherhandonthebackofmyhead..

Her:Itsokay..



Niso:IcalledMashesaidshe'sgoingtocome

backlatertodayGuguwillstayforthefuneral

Me:Youshouldn'thave

Niso:Macanhelp..I'llforfeitgoingtoschool

Mantwa:Noyougo..I'llstay

Me:Youcan'tstay..Youjustgotyourjob

Mantwa:It'sjustforoneday..It'llbefine

Niso:InthatcaseI'llseeyouguyslaterand

Mantwathankyou

Mantwa:Youwelcome

_

NOMVELO

IleftearlytogohomesothatIcantalktomy

uncle,IwasscaredIhavenevercamefaceto

facewithhim onanythingthatwedidn'tagree

onespeciallysomethingasbigasthis.Nomsa

wasn'taround,she'susuallyupearlyinthe



morning.Iwaitedforhim tofinishtalkingonhis

phone,hedidn'tlookhappyevenhistoneI

sensedalottensionfrom it.Whenhewasdone

heputhisphoneonthetable,helookedatme..

Him:Whatexactlyisgoingon?

Ikeptquiet..

Him:sincewhendoyoudothisthingsVelo?

Andwhyareyoudoingthis?

Istillremainedquiet..

Him:Yourfriendsaidtheboyisfrom ahood,a

hoodwereI'm from shetoldmeeverything..

Niso?Ithoughtyouwerestilldatingthatsoccer

player

Me:Webrokeup

Him:Sowhenyoubreakupyougotoanother

onejustlikethat?Worseaguyfrom thehood?

Thenyoulietogoandsleepwithhim?When

diditstart?DidNomsalieaboutyouvisiting



NkulithatnightbecauseIcalledNkuliandshe

doesn'tknowanythingaboutthat

Inodded..

Hehitthetable...

Him:DammitNomvelo!!!!!Itriedmybestto

makeyoudifferentandnowyouwannabea

babyMamatoaguyfrom thehood?There'sno

futurethere!!!!

TearswerenearingbutItriedmybesttohold

them back..

Him:Youwillendthisshameofarelationship

Me:No..

Him:Askies?

Me:Ilovehim

Hemadehiswaytome..

Him:Idon'tcare!!!Iwantyoutoendit

Me:No..



Him:Nomvelo!

Me:Iwon'tendit!Iloveh..

Heslappedmeacrosstheface..

Him:Igoagainstalotofpeopleeveryday!And

I'm notgoingtogoagainstmyDaughter!Don't

trymeNomvelo,ifyouwantaboyfriendIhave

businessassociateswhohaveSons!Rich

associateswhereIknowthatyouwillbewell

takencareof,there'snofuturethatahoodboy

cangiveyouespeciallyadamnButhelezi!They

nothingbutcriminalsdon'tpushme!

ForthefirsttimeIfeltnothingbutangerformy

Uncle,Iwalkedoutofhisstudyroom..

Him:Nomvelo!!

_

NOMSA

Me:Awusho..Whatisthiswomangoingtogive

us?



Ntokozo:MinangizwenjebathiuStrong(Iheard

thatsheisstrong)

Weweredrivingtothewoman'splace..

Me:NtokozoIhopethisplanofyoursworks,

phelaIonlyhaveoneshotatthis

Icametoaredrobot..

Ntokozo:Kuzobaright

Aswewerewaitingfortherobottoopenforus,

Iheardmysideofthewindowbreaking.

NtokozoandIscreamed..

Voice:Tsek!!Tsek!!Phuma!(getout)

Icouldn'tseehisfaceclearlyhewaswearinga

capandabandanacoveredthelowerpartofhis

facebeingthemouthandnose,heheldthegun

againstmeandhisaccomplicewason

Ntokozo'sside..

Iopenedthedoorandcameout,sodidNtokozo.

Thisroadisveryquietinthemorningswewere



theonlycararounduntilIsawanothercar

approaching..

Heheldmysideofthedoorandthenlookedat

me,Iwasshaken.Heopenedfire,shotme3

times..ThelastthingIheardwasNtokozo

screaming..

_

NISO

Me:Taboy

Him:lemehalaatyou

Hestoodnexttome..

Him:Haveyouconsideredsellingsomething

more?

Me:Somethingmorelikewhat?

Him:Coke?Youcanmakealotofmoney

Ilookedathim..

Me:Cokeisexpensiveandnoteveryoneis



goingtobuy

Him:Meandmydogswillbuy

Heisarapperwannabe..

Me:I'llthinkaboutit

Him:suredog

Hewalkedaway.IwasworriedaboutNomvelo

andIwasalsoworriedaboutSnazo,Idon'tlike

what'shappeningtomyBrother..

Myphonerang,ItookitoutanditwasNomvelo.

Ianswered..

Me:Twana

Iheardhersniffing..

Me:I'm guessingitdidn'tgothatwell

Her:It'snotright..Hehasn'tevengivenyoua

chance

Me:Whathappened?

Her:Ihaveneverseenhim thisangry..Hehit



me

Me:Hewhat??

Her:Hetoldmetobreakupwithyou..I'm

thinkingofleavinghometogoandstaywithmy

friendPower

Iwashelpless..

Me:Don'tdothat...Let'sgivehim timeto

processthishewillcomearound

Her:Hewon't..Iwishthatthingsweren'tgoing

likethis,IwishthatmyMotherwasstillaround

andmyuselessFatherdidn'tkillhim

Me:Twanadon'tthinklikethat..Youruncle

lovesyouheisjustmadhewillcomearound

Her:ForhissakeIhopeso

Me:Begoodforme..I'llseeyoutomorrow

Her:Okay

Me:Iloveyou



Her:Iloveyoutoo

It'snoteven12intheafternoonandthisday

hasproventhatitwillnotgowell..

.

Tobecontinued
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SNAZO

Mantwa:Here

Sheheldmyhandandslowlymoveditformeto

holdthemug,Ipickeditupfrom thetablebut

myhandwastremblingsobadthatIputit

downagain.Mantwaputherhandontopof

mine..

Her:Slowly

Itriedagainbutitwasstillthesameresult..

Me:Fuck!!

Her:It'sokay



(Silence)

Her:Doyouwannatalkaboutit?

Me:No..

Her:Okay

Isighed..

Me:WhenIthinkofAngelsIalwaysthought

thattheywereexactlyhowastheyshowedus

onTv,purewhite,glowing,andalwayssmiling.

WhatIsawwastheoppositeofthat

Her:Howwastheangelthatyousaw?

Me:Scary,itwasverybigandhadbigwhite

wings.It'seyes,it'seyesreflectedfirewhenI

lookedintoit'seyesthat'swhenIwentblind

Her:IthinkyousawawarriorAngel,Ioften

heardthattheylookdifferent..Nazoyou're

blessedtohaveseensuch

Me:Idon'tfeelblessed..Ifyouhaven'tnoticed

I'm blind!!!



Shedidn'trespond..

Me:I'm sorry..Ididn'tmeanto-

Her:Iunderstand

Me:Idon'tknowwhythisishappeningtome

Myphonerang..

Her:thecallerIDsays"Ma"

Me:It'smyGrandmother

Her:Youwannaanswer?

Me:Ya

Her:Here..Justputitnexttoyourearandtalk

Iputitnexttomyear..

Ma:Snazo

Me:Ma..

Ma:uNisocalledme,hesaidthatyou'reblind

Me:MaI'm scared..What'shappeningtome?

Ma:Nazo..



Me:MaIdon'twantthis..It'snotme

Ma:It'snotanyonebaby..Noonewakesupand

choosestohavetheirlifechangejustlikethat

intosomethingthattheydon'tunderstand,you

fightingNazoandyounotwinning.Younot

goingtowin,it'swhoyouareallyouhavetodo

isacceptthat'stheonlywaymyboy

Iputthephonedownonthetable..

Ma:Nazo??

Mantwapickeditup..

Mantwa:MaButheleziit'sMantwa..Iwillbewith

him untilyougethere..Yes..

Shewentabitfarawayfrom me..

_

JJ

Disappointedisanunderstatement,Iwas

furiousthatVelowasdatinganobody.

Someonewhoisnotgoingtogiveherthefuture



thatshedeserves,Ijustwanteverythingtobe

perfectforher.WhenIdieeverythingisgoingto

her,Idon'twanthertodatesomeonewhowill

beafinancialburdentoherandendupsharing

inherinheritance..

Iwasonmysecondglassofwhiskeywhenmy

phonerang,itwasanumberIdidn'trecognize..

Me:Hello

Voice:JJit'sNtokozo

Shesoundeddistressed..

Her:It'sNomsa..She..We..

Me:Calm downandtellmewhathappened?

Her:Nomsawasshot

Me:What???Where??How??

Her:I..I..Idon'tknowwhathappened

Me:Talktomehowisshe?

Her:Doctorsarestillwithher..Ithinkshe's



goingtomakeit

Me:OkayI'm onmyway..

Her:Highlandhospital

Me:OkayI'm coming

Ithrewtheglassagainstthewall..

_

NOMVELO

Isawherlayingonthefloorinherownpoolof

blood,therewasbloodeverywhereandshe

wasn'tmoving..

Me:Mamawakeup

Iwasshakingherbutshedidn'twakeup,she

wasn'twakingup..

Me:Mamavuka

HehadherheartinhishandbutIcouldn'tsee

hisfaceclear,Icouldn'tseewhoitwas..

Me:Mama!!Mvuse(wakeherup)



Ifeltsomeonegentlyshakingme..

Voice:Velo..Velo..

IslowlyopenedmyeyesanditwasDanger,I

hadfallenasleeponthecouch..

Ilookedaroundandsatupstraight..

Danger:Bekuyiphuphonje(itwasjustadream)

Istartedcrying...

Me:IsawmyMom..Shewaslayingthere

helpless

Him:Howoftendoyouhavethisdream?

Me:Thisisthe3rdtime

Him:DoyouonlyseeyourMom?

Me:Andsomeoneholdingherheartjustcan't

seehisface...Probablyit'smyuselessFather!

Danger:I'llgetyouaglassofwater

Me:Thankyou



ItookmyphoneandcalledNisobuthedidn't

pickup..

_

JJ

Thedooropenedhewalkedin..

Stokies:Bhoza

Heclosedthedoorbehindhim..

Ilookedathim..

Him:ItisalldoneBhoza

Me:It'snotalldone

Him:Hauushokanjani?(whatdoyoumean)

Me:Sheisstillalive..Hersistercalled..

Uses'bhedlelanjesikhuluma(sheisinhospital

aswetalking)

Him:Bhozangimshayenga3yamabullet(I

shother3times)

Me:Oksalayoshe'sstillalive!!!



Him:Manjewhatdoyouwantmetodo?

Ngimcedeleleesbhedlela?(shouldIfinishher

offatthehospital)

Me:Noyoufailed!!Ihaveanotherassignment

foryou

Him:ringanamibhoza(talktome)

Iwentthroughmyphoneandhandedittohim..

Me:Heisyournextassignment

Helookedatit..

Him:BhozaAii..

Me:Youwilldoit

Him:AiiBhozaangekekukhonakale(itcan'tbe

done)

Me:Iam payingyoutogetthejobdone!!Get

thejobdone!!

Heputthephonedown..

Him:chabhozaangeke(Ican't)



Ilookedathim andtookmyphone..

_

SNAZO

Me:Youdon'thavetobehereyouknow

Mantwa:Iam herebecauseIwannabehere..I

madeyousomeoats

Me:Thankyou

Shebroughtthebowltome..

Me:Ican'tgetusedtothis

Her:Youwill

ImmediatelywhenItouchedthebowlIhad

somethinglikeavision,IsawNisogettingshot

byJJ.Iknockedthebowloffthetablebecause

thevisionwasintense,itwaslikeIwastheone

gettingshot.Ievenfellofffrom thechair..

Mantwa:Snazoareyouokay??

Me:Ineedtogetmyeyesightback



Her:What?

Me:Ineedtogetmyeyesightback!

Thedooropened..

Mantwa:Nisocomeandhelpmeout

Niso:Whathappened?

Me:Niso?

Him:I'm here

Theyhelpedmetogetup..

Mantwa:Areyouokay?Didyouhurtyourself?

Niso:Kantiwhatthehellisgoingon?

Me:NisoIwantyoutolistentome..Youneed

toleaveNomveloalone

Him:What?

Me:ifyoudon'therUncleisgoingtoshootyou

dead,Ican'tprotectyouwhenI'm likethis..You

needtoenditorelseit'sgoingtoworldwar3!



.
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SNAZO

ThevisionIhadaboutNisowassomethingthat

Ididn'tlookforwardtoo,Ican'tlosemybrother.

NisoandIwehavealwaysbeenclose,Ialways

hadhisbackandIknowverywellthathewon't

leaveherheisreallyconvincedthatheisinlove.

UnfortunatelyIcannotbeabletoprotecthim,

especiallywhenI'm likethisbutthenagain

goingintowarmighthurtalotofpeople

innocentpeople.Iwastryingtothinkofa

solution,onethatwon'tinvolvebloodspilling

andIseenowayoutbuttobargainwiththeone

above.MyBrother'slifeinexchangeofme

acceptingmygift,ifGodcanprotectNisofrom



thisoneIwillsureanswertomycallingandthat

isapromise.IfJJkillsmyBrotherIam goingto

rainbloodonanythingandeverythingbeing

labeledaChristian,It'sgoingtobeamassacre

onChristians.Iwillenterinachurchandshoot

everyone,it'sgoingtobeacrimeworth

remembering.Thatwasmyprayeruntilaknock

disturbedme..

Me:Comein

Niso:Mantwaiscooking

Me:Sheshouldn't

Niso:Idon'tknowbutsheseemslikeanice

person,Ilikeherforyou.GuguandMawill

obviouslylikeher,uzoyenzauMakotiokahle

(Shewillbeagoodbride)

Me:Ya..Iguessso

(Silence)

Niso:SnazoIloveVeloandtrustmewhenIsay



wegotthis..

Me:Nisoyoudon'thavethis..JJisnotaperson

tomesswith

Niso:Iam notgoingtoleaveher

Me:Soyouwouldratherhaveusloseyou?

Niso:Whatishappeningwithyou?

Me:Justforgetit,obviouslynothingIsayis

goingtobeheard

Niso:Sincewhendowebackout?

Me:SinceJJisnotjustanordinaryperson

Niso:norelationshipisperfect..All

relationshipshavechallenges,NomveloandI

wegoingtogetthroughthis..Evenifitmeans

leavingandstayingfarfrom harm'sway

Me:Ihopeit'sworthit,Ihopesheisworthit

_

NOMVELO



Iwasinmybedroom whensomeoneknocked..

Me:Comein

ThedooropenedandmyUnclewalkedin.

Mymoodchanged...

Hesatonthesmallchair..

Him:ImightnotbeyourbiologicalfatherbutI

loveyoumorethanyouthink,you'retheonly

childthatIhaveandeverythingofminebelongs

toyou.Allofthese,mybusinesses,mycars,the

house,andmymoney.Theyallbelongtoyou

becauseyoutheonlychildthatIhave.Thelast

thingIwantisforyoutobringanobodywho

willuseyoujustbecauseyouwerebornrich

Me:Nisoisnotlikethat..Youjustjudgedhim

withoutevengivinghim achance

Him:Obviouslythisboymeansalottoyouand

wewillalwaysbeoneachother'sthroats

becauseofhim,sothesacrificewillcomefrom



myside.Iwillacceptyourrelationshipwithhim

Ilookedathim..

Me:Don'tdomeanyfavours

Him:Iam notdoingyouanyfavours!Your

happinessmeansalottome,ifyousaythathe

isdifferentthenIwillgivehim achance

Ididn'texpectthatfrom him..

Me:Thankyou

Him:Ijusthopetherewon'tbeanybabiesany

timesoon

Me:Schoolismyfirstpriority

Him:Gladtohearthat

Me:WhereisNomsa?

Him:Nomsagotshotthismorning

Me:What?

Him:Iwasactuallyonmywaytothehospital..

Wannacome?



Inodded...

Him:Doyouguysgetalongwellnowbecause

sheliedforyou?

Me:Areyoucomplaining?

Him:AslongasyouguysgetalongI'm happy

Iyawned..

Him:Haven'tbeensleeping?

Me:Notpeacefully

Him:What'swrong?

Me:Ihavebeenhavingthatnightmareagain

aboutMom

Him:Youstillhaveit?

Me:Juststartedrecentlybutthistimearound

anotherpiecehasbeenaddedtothepuzzle

Him:Whatdoyoumean?

Me:Isawamanholdingherheart



Hestoodup...

Him:Whoishe?

Me:Can'treallyseehisfacebutIit'sthatevil

Fatherofmine

Him:Ishouldgetyoutheherbsagainremember

theyhelpedyouwhenyouwerehavingthe

nightmare?

Me:Iremember..Thoughtheytastebad

Him:Aslongasyoudon'thavetorelivethat

nightmareagain..Putonyourshoesandlet's

go

_

SNAZO

MyGrandmotherfinallyarrivedIwasrelievedto

hearhervoicenowshecanprovideuswith

answersthatweneed.Mantwaleftimmediately

whenmyGrandmothercameback,afterallshe

hasbeenhereallday.MyGrandmotherhadher



handsonmycheeks,Ithinkshewaschecking

myeyes.Itoldhereverythingthathappened

andledtomyblindness..

Her:Theonlywayoutofthisistoacceptyour

gift

Me:I'llacceptit

Her:Huh?

Me:Iwillacceptmygift

Her:Whatchanged?

Me:I'm tiredoffightingit..Iwillacceptitas

longasIwon'tberequiredtobeachurchgoer

andallthat,Ijustwannahelppeoplethat'sall

Her:Whathappensafteryouhaveaccepted

yourGiftisuptoGodwhocalledyou

Me:Sowhatnow?

Her:IwilltakeyoutochurchthePastorwill

knowwhattodo



Her:NazoIknowthatyouscaredbuttrustme

yourgiftisnotasbadasyouthink,helping

othersoutthat'sthebestthingever.Youhave

alwayshadthehearttohelpothers,remember

Goddoesn'tlookattheoutwardappearance,he

looksattheheart

Me:Youtoldmethatmanytimesbefore

Her:Getitthroughyourstubbornheadthen..I'll

dishupforyou

_

JJ

IjustdroveNomvelotothehospitalandthenI

drovestraightBab'Ngwenya'splacetheperson

whomademethisrich.WhatIdidtomysister

wastheonlywayIcouldattainriches,Ihave

alwayswantedtoberich.Alwayswantedtobe

inpower.Idroppedoutingrade9after

repeatingitthrice,MyParentsthoughtIwould

neveramounttoanythingandthatbothmy



SistersweremoreusefulthanIwas.Iwas

alwaysunderminedandlookeddownon,

especiallybyNomvelo'sMother.Shewasthe

princessofthehouse...

Bab'Ngwenyaisverypowerfulhehashelpeda

lotofpeoplelikeme..

Him:Awww'Ngcobo

Me:Bab'ngwena

Iturnedthatbigtinupsidedownandsatontop

ofit,hewassittingoutsideandboilingsome

herbs...

Him:Usubekwayinila?(whatbringsyouhere)

Me:uNomveloBa,sekaqalilefuthi

ngalamaphuphoakhe(it'sNomvelo,shehas

startedhavingthosedreamsofhers)

Him:UmoyakaMamawalenganeuyashisa,futhi

uyingozi(Hermother'sspiritispowerfuland

dangerous)



Me:Ngiyazi(Iknow)

Him:Kwenzekeni?(whathappened)

Me:Sibenokuxabananje(wehadanaltercation)

Him:Umauyihlukumezalenganeulakalakwa

Mamakheluzokuzela,uyosiphulayonkeinto

onayobeseucedangomoyawakho(onceyou

mistreatthischildherMother'sAngerisgoing

tofalluponyoudestroyingeverythingthatyou

haveandendingwithyoursoul)

Me:NgiyakwazilokhofuthiuNomvelongafunda

ukumthanda(IknowthatandIlearnedtolove

Nomvelo)

Him:Ithingizokulandelaibhodlela(waitI'llget

thebottleforyou)

Me:Ngiyabonga

Hestoodupandwent..

IfNomvelocanknowthetruthIwillbein

trouble..



.
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AFEW WEEKSLATER

Therewassomuchtensionintheatmosphere

thatyoucouldliterallycutthroughitwithaknife,

Wewereinvoluntaryclashingheadswithour

unsettlingthoughtsabouteachother.Amere

lookcanexpressthousandsofwordsonhowa

persontrulyfeelsaboutyou,andthatwasthe

attitudethatwehadintheroom.Imust'veleft

mymannersathomewhenmyfacialmuscles

decidedtobetraymeandIyawned...

Gugu:Idon'tknowifweboringyouormyfood

istheonethat'sboringyou

Niso:Gugu



Gugu:Sheisyawningandsheonlyhadabout

twoorthreespoons?

Niso:Maybeyoumakingheruncomfortable

Gugu:Kanjani?(How)

Niso:Inkingayakhoukuthiawujwayeleki(The

problem isthatnoonecangetusetoyou)

Theykeptongoingonandonarguingwitheach

otherthatIstartedtofeelabitlightheaded,I

closedmyeyes..

Grandma:Anikahlebo(bothofyoustopit)

ShehasbeenthesweetesttomesinceIgot

here.ThingsbetweenNisoandIhavebeen

good,myUnclewaslaidbackanddidn'tbother

usatallinfacttomorrowNisoiscomingoverat

myhousefordinner.Todayheinvitedmeto

meethisfamilyagainbutthistimearound

officiallyashisgirlfriend..

Grandma:VeloukahleSisi?(Nomveloareyou



okay)

Ilookedather..

Me:IthinkI'm havingamigraine

Ihaven'tbeengettingsomepeacefulsleep,that

dream ofmyMotherbeingbutcheredtodeath

washauntingme.Ihaveiteverynight,ithas

beenkeepingmeawakeandmylackofsleep

wasaffectingmyhealthnow.There'snothing

thatmyUnclehasn'ttriedevensleepingpills

don'twork..

Grandma:Youlookabitpale,haveyoubeen

gettingsomesleep?

Me:Actuallyno

Grandma:What'sbeenbotheringyou?

Whensheaskedthatsomethingdeepinsideof

memoved,Iwastired.Iwastiredphysically,

mentally,andemotionally.Relivingthatday

eachnightthroughmydreamsisnoteasy,it



opensupoldwounds.Nisoextendedhishand

tomine,Ididn'tevenrealizethatIwastearing

upnow.Niso'sGrandmotherissosweet,very

calm andsheseemseasytotalktoo..

Me:EverynightIam hauntedbythesame

dream..I'm evenscaredtosleep

Iwipedmytears..

Grandma:Icanevensensetheexhaustionfrom

yourvoice

ShelookedatNiso..

Grandma:Putherplateinthefridge

ShethenlookedatMe..

Grandma:Come..Cometakeanapinmyroom

Gugu:AiiMa..(Mano)

Shestoodup..

Grandma:Come..

Me:That'sveryniceofyoubut..I'm scaredto



sleep

Grandma:Comewithme

IlookedatNisoandhenodded..

Istoodupandwewenttoherbedroom..

Iwastakenbyhowniceitlooked,Imeanshe's

oldIexpectedittolooksomehowbutitlooked

reallygood.Iwasimpressed.Itwasavery

sunnydaybutherroom wasverycool,the

windowwasopenanditwasveryneat..

Her:Youcanhaveanap

Me:Thankyou

Her:Justsleep..Nothingwilharm youhere,

you'resafe

Me:Thankyouverymuch

Itookoffmysandalsandmademyself

comfortable,shetookaminiblanketand

coveredmylegsbecauseIwasabitofashort

dress.Ilaidmyheadonthepillowasshe



walkedoutandslightlyclosedthedoor.Ithen

closedmyeyes..

_

MANTWA

Ilookedatmyphoneagainandthenwenttomy

contacts,Istoppedathisnameandmyheart

immediatelyshatteredIfeltlikecryingright

there.Hehasn'tcalledmeforweeks,Hehas

beenavoidingmeIdon'tevenknowwhatIdid.I

don'tknowwhatcould'vepossiblypushedhim

away..

Voice:Mantwa..

Thatwasmyboss,Iputmyphoneawayand

wenttoheroffice..

Her:What'swrongwithyou?

Igaveheraconfusedlook..

Her:Iam notateacher..Toomanyspelling

errors



Shethrewthepaperacrossthetable..

Her:Thisweekyouhavebeenverysloppy..

What'swrong?

Me:Iam verysorryitwon'thappenagain

Her:Thisisnotlikeyou,youaverydedicated

person

Itookthepaper..

Me:Iwilltypeitagain..Iam verysorry

Iwalkedout..

Me:PullittogetherMantwaorelseyougoingto

loseyourjob

_

SNAZO

Losingmyeyesightwasveryscary,it's

somethingthatIoccasionallythinkabout

especiallytheangelthatIsaw.My

Grandmother'sPastorwastheonethathelped



metoregainmysightagain,Ifeltthemost

connectionwithhim onaspirituallevelonlyto

findthatheistheonewhoissupposedto

mentorme.PastorMdluliis75yearsoldhehas

beenintheministryforaverylongtime,andhis

churchhasmemberswhowerewithhim from

thebeginningtillnowmyGrandmotherincluded.

Hischurchisnotthatbigithaslessthan40

members,Iam stillwonderinghowhis

teachingsoftheoldreligionwillhelpmeinthis

modernage.MakethatIdon'tevenknowwhy

heissupposedtomentormebecausethoughI

hadacceptedmygiftbutIam notplanningon

standinginfrontofacongregationandpreach,

thatisnotmeandIwouldn'tputmyselfinthe

firinglinelikethat...

UnfortunatelyIhadtoleavemyconstructionjob

sinceitwascorrupt,hadtostartonaclean

slate.Mycurrenthustleisnotimpressiveatall,

it'snotsomethingthatIwoulddobutthenat



theendofthedayIhavetomakeendsmeet.

Mon-ThurIwashcarsatsomemallthat'svery

busy,Ihaveacornerthat'snotveryfarfrom the

mall'sparkingwereIwashcarsandthenon

FridayandSaturdayIhelpatsomegaragewith

fixingcars.Themanwhohiredmegoestomy

Grandmother'schurch,PastorMdluliistheone

whosuggestedmewhentheownerwanted

someonetohelphim duringbusydays.My

workinghoursatthegarageare09:00-19:00,

withminorbreaksinbetweenandIgetpaid

R1000forboththosedayswhilstmycarwash

doesn'tgivemelessthanR150aday.Imake

reasonablemoneybutstillitdoesn'tamountto

whatmyoldhustleusetomakemebackwhenI

wasstillNazo.

ThingsbetweenMantwaandIaren'tverygood,

withmynewlifeIdoubtshewouldwannabe

withme.ThelastthingIwantistogivemy

heartawayonlytohaveherleavemefor



anotherdudewithbetterwheels,adudewith

morestacksthanme.Idonehadmyheart

brokenbyNkuli,Iam notupforthatanymore...

TodayIknockedoffearlythanusual,myboss

hadplans,hewastakinghisfamilyout.SinceI

workedahalfdaytodayIonlygotpaidR700..

Iparkedmycarnexttothegateandmademy

wayout,Iwasstillwearingmyoverallthathad

oilallovernotforgettingmyblackvest.Tiredas

Iam Idraggedmylegssothattheycouldcarry

methroughtothekitchendoor..

Iwipedtheoilfrom myhandbeforeIopened

thedoor,orelsemyMotherisgoingtothrowa

fitwiththedoorhandlebeingoily.Iopenedand

thenmademywayin,IheardmyMotherand

myGrandmothertalkingintheloungeImade

mywaythere..

Me:Sanibonani(Greetings)

Gugu:Hau!uEarlynamhlanje(youearlytoday)



Me:YaweclosedearlybecauseuBab

Mathebulawastakinghisfamilyout

Gugu:Alright..CanIdishupforyou?

Me:Youcookedalready?

Gugu:Yey!Phelawehaveavisitor..Notjustany

visitornje

Ma:GuguAwume(Gugudon'tstart)

MyGrandmotherstoodup..

Ma:Nazocomehere

Me:Comewhere?

Ma:Woza!(Come)

Sheheldmebymyhandandthenwewentto

herbedroom,IlookedatGuguandsheraised

hershoulders..

MyGrandmotherlookedatMe..

Her:Ithinkthisissomethingthat'sspiritual

Me:Spiritual?



SheopenedthedoorandImademywayinbut

immediatelywalkedoutwhenIsawherlaying

onmyGrandmother'sbed..

Me:Ma..

Her:Ithinksheneedsyourhelp,whateveris

happeningwithherit'sspiritual..Sheneedshelp

Nazo

.
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MyGrandmotherfollowedmetomyroom,so

wecouldtalk..

Me:Idon'tchoosewhotohelp,thevoicedeep

withinistheonethatguidesmeandIhaven't

feltanyspiritualconnectionwithNomvelo



Ma:Thatvoiceistheholyspirit.Nazoyoureally

needtotakewhatPastorMdluliteachesyou

seriously

Me:Idon'tknowwhatshe'sgoingthroughbut

I'm surethatherfamilywillhelpher,Idon't

knowhowtohelpherbecauseIdon'tknow

what'sgoingonwithher.Theholyspirithasn't

saidanythingabouther

Ma:Thereareothersthatyouwillhavetohelp

onyourownwithouttheholyspiritalways

havingtotellyouwhichpersontohelp,through

spokenwordsyoucanhelpalotofpeople.

WhenIhadthegiftitwasn'taspowerfulas

yours,yougiftedtohealwithwords,through

prayer,andwithyourhands.Healingwithwords

that'ssomethingyouhavetodoonyourown,

preachinginchurch

Me:Let'snotpushitMaI'm notgoingtopreach

anywhere..Iam hardlycopyingasitis



(Silence)

Her:HaveyouspokentoMantwa?

Me:No

Her:Whynot?

Me:WhyshouldI?

Her:Shelovesyou

Me:Idon'twannagetmyselfintoanotherNkuli

situation

Her:Whatmakesyousaythat?

Me:Iam nolongerthatNazoMa..Idoubtany

girlwouldwannastickaroundwithmycurrent

stateofemploymentandfinance

Her:IfMantwadidn'twannabewithyoushe

wouldn'tbethishurtbyyouavoidingher,she

hasbeencominghereNazoIthinkyouneedto

talktoher.Youcannotpunisheverygirljust

becauseofwhatNkulidid



Me:I'llcallherthen

Her:Atleastbehonestwithhersoshecan

moveon..Anotherguywouldappreciateher

andwhatI'm goingtosaytoyouisthat,youlost

therealone.Noteverygirlwouldbethis

understandingandmostimportantlyshe

understoodandrespectedyourgift,Ithinkshe

would'vemadeagoodcompanionbutthen

whatdoIknow

Ilookedather..

Her:Youcanbathandthencomeandeat

Me:WhereisNiso?

Her:Idon'tknow..Hejustwentout

Me:Okay

Her:Don'tforgettocallMantwa

Me:Iwon't

Shewalkedoutandclosedthedoor..



_

NISO

Mybusinesshasgrown,Idon'tsellweedonly

butnowIsellsomepillthatyoucanmixwith

weed,cigarettes,orcrushitandsniffit.It'svery

addictiveandinturnithasgainedmealotof

customers.It'snoteasycomingfrom a

financialdisadvantagedbackground,Nazohas

alwaysbeenabletoprovideforusbutheused

topullalotofdisappearingactsthatIwas

forcedtostartmyownhustle.Thenewpillthat

IsellisreallymakingmealotofmoneythatI

am eventhinkingofmovingoutofhomeand

gettingmyownplace,itwouldbeeasyfor

Nomvelotocomeandvisitmoreoften..

Igavehim thepill,onepillisR250..

Hewasshaking,whenyoustartwithityoucan't

reallystop..

Him:Gimmeanotherone



Igavehim anotheroneandhegavemethe

R500..

Him:Iwillcallyouagain

Inodded..

Ihaveaburnerphoneweremyclientscallme

whenevertheyneedthepill.Ilookedaroundand

thenwalkedtogetataxihome.Inowevenhave

whitecustomers,Ithinksomeofthestudents

from schoollettheirfriendsinonthedrug.I

alwayshavetobecarefulthoughbecauseone

mistakeImightgetlockedup..

_

JJ

ThesedreamsthatNomvelokeepongetting

werenowworryingmealot,obviouslytheherbs

from Bab'Ngwenyaaren'treallyhelping

anymore..

Hethrewthebonesandlookedatthem fora



while...

(Silence)

Bab'Ngwenya:AiikubiNgcobo(It'sbad)

Ilookedatthebones..

Me:Yini?(Whatisit)

Him:igazilikadadewenulifunaukuziphindezela

(YourSister'sbloodisseekingrevenge)

Me:BengithinjeuNomvelowastheoneto

preventthat?

Him:Namibengicabanganjalo..BengithiUma

uthathalokhuokuncanewakuthanda,Udade

wenuubezolalangoxolo.(Ithoughtyou

adoptingnomvelowasgoingtomakeherrest

inpeace)

Me:Manjengizoyenzani?(WhatshouldIdo)

Him:Wenaphikelelaukumthandafuthi

umenzeleyonkeintoayifunayongemaliyegazi

likamamakhe,lokhokuzokuvikelaelwakeni



lwakhe(Justcontinuelovingherandspoiling

herwiththemoneythatwasattainedby

sheddingherMother'sblood,inthatwayyou

willbesafe)

Me:Manjeamaphuphoakhe?(whataboutthe

dreams)

Him:Imakancane(waitaminute)

Me:Yiniindaba?(What)

Him:Ngibonaifuelimunyamanempienkulu

ezayoemziniwakho(Iseeadarkcloudanda

bigwarthat'scomingtoyourhousesoon)

Me:Angizwakahle?(Idon'tunderstand)

Him:akucaci(it'snotclear)

Hestoodupandwentgetsomebottlethathad

medicineinit..

Him:Thisisforprotection,yourown

protection...Thatha(here)

Itookit..



Him:ugezengawoeverymorningsoharm

doesn'tcomeyourway

Iknowthatonlymywifemeansmeharm..

_

MANTWA

10minbeforeIknockedoffIhadreceiveda

messagefrom Nazosayingthatweneedto

"Talk".Idon'tknowwhethertoberelievedthat

hefinallyreachedout,ortobemadathim but

eitherwayIwantedtotalktohim sohemakes

itverycleartomewerewestand.Iknockedoff

at13:00andthenImademywaytohisplace,I

tookafewdeepbreathsbeforeknockingathis

door.Iknockedtwice..

Him:Comein

Itookonelastdeepbreathandthenopened,I

mademywayinhewaslayingonhisbedwhile

listeningtomusic.Herosehisheadupfrom the

pillowwhenhesawme..



Him:Hey

Iclosedthedoorandstoodthere..

Me:Hi

Hetookhisphoneandthenstoppedthemusic,

hewasinhisbriefsandvestonly.

Him:wasn'texpectingyou

Me:Yousentmeatext

Him:YeahIdidn'tthinkthatyouwasgoingto

cometoday

Me:Idon'thavemuchtime..ThoughtIshould

comeandhearwhatyouwantedtosaybefore

goinghome

Him:Youlooknice

Iwasn'tmovedbythatcomment,Ididn'teven

smile..

Him:I'm sorry

Me:Sorryforwhat?



Him:Foreverything..Iwasajerk

Me:Okay

Hestoodup..

Him:Justokay?

Me:Whatyouexpectmetosay?

Hemadehiswaytome..

Him:Idon'tknowgetmad..Youhavetheright

togetmaddoyouknowthat?

Me:Megettingmadwhatdifferenceisgoingto

make?Ijustwishthatyouwereatleasthonest

withme.Ifyoudidn'tlikemeyoushould'vejust

saidsoinsteadofleadingmeon

Heheldmyhand...

Him:Idolikeyoualot..I'm sorry

Ilookeddown

Him:I'm trulysorry

HegotverycloseandliftedmychinupsoI



couldlookathim,heleanedoverforakiss.I

don'tknowwhyIwasbeingafullbutIkissed

him too..Heputhishandaroundmywaistand

pulledmeclosertohim,mybagdroppeddown

tothefloorandIwrappedmyhandsaroundhis

neck.Bothhishandswerenowaroundmy

waisthewassqueezingmetohim abittight,

thenhepickedmeupandwenttolaymedown

onhisbed..

_

JJ

OnmywaybackhomeIreceivedacallfrom

thisotherPIthatwasrecommendedtomeby

someone..

Me:Talktome

Him:Ifoundsomethinginteresting

Me:Whatisit?

Him:Theboyissellingdrugs



Me:Serious?

Him:Beenfollowinghim andheissellingdrugs

Me:Thatdoesn'tsurpriseme..Proof?

Him:Tookafewpictures..IcanEmailthem to

you

Me:Thatwouldbegreat

Him:Theydon'tshowmuchbuttheydoshow

him standinginsomespotwithdifferentpeople

comingtohim,Ithinkthedrugsareexchanged

throughahandshakegreetingandshoulder

bumpingwouldn'tbemuchevidenceforthe

copsthough

Me:Idon'twantthatforthecops

Him:OkayI'llEmailyouthepictures

Me:Thankyou

Iwantedhim totailthisNisoguytoseeifheis

notdodgy,anditcomesoffasnosurprisethat

heisdodgy.IhopeNomvelodoesn'tknow



aboutthis,andIhopethisbecomesaticketfor

hertoleavehim..

.
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DANGER

AlmosteverydayinbetweenmybreaksIdrive

tothecemeterytovisitmywife'sgrave,I

sometimesleaveaflowerbehindoritprovidedI

haveenoughtime.Victoriahasbeengonefora

verylongtimebutherdeathissomethingthatI

strugglewitheveryday,whenIgotlockedup

andspentyearsinjaildoesn'tcomparetothe

painoflosingher.Icould'vebeenabetter

husbandbutIwasbattlingdemonsofmyown,I

wishthatIwastheonewhotookherplace.I

losteverything,lostmywife,myDaughterand

everythingthatIknow.WhenIwasreleasedI

couldn'tevengobacktoliveinouroldhouse



anymore,There'stoomanymemoriesthatlive

thereandalsointheeyesofmyneighboursI

wouldalwaysbeaheartlessmurderer.Being

JJ'spetwasnevermydream butIhadtobe

closetomyDaughtertomakesurethatJJ

doesn'thurther,Idon'ttrusthim wetalking

aboutapersonwhosacrificedhisSisterfor

money.There'snotellingwhathecandotomy

Daughter.WhenIwasreleasedfrom jailand

startedworkingforJJ,hedecidedthat

Victoria'soldtombstonewasnotimpressiveso

hehaditchanged.Whentheyremovedtheold

tombstoneItooksomeofthesoilthatwason

hergraveandtookittothisotherwoman,she

isaseerandshehelpspeople.Especiallyif

yourlovedonepassedoninatragicway.She

mixedthesoilwithwaterandthenshegaveme

thebottle,it'saverysmallbottleandshetold

methatIshouldpourthemixtureinadrinkand

thatifJJconsumesit,Victoriaisgoingtohaunt

him,sheisgoingtohaunthim untilhelosses



hismind.Ihavehadthebottleforaverylong

timenow,Ididn'twannagothroughwithit

becauseNomvelowasyoungatthattimeshe

neededParentalguidancebutnowshe'sold

enoughandIcangoaheadwiththeplan.JJ

liveslikewhathedidwasright,hehasn'tshown

anyremorseforwhathehasdoneandIwill

makehim remember.Iwanthim toremember

Victoria,relivethattragicdayuntilhesnaps.I

wanttoseehim losehismind,Iwanthim to

rememberher..

Ialwayshaveherpicturewithme,sometimes

lookingatitIwillfindmyselftearingup.Ifit

wasn'tformyDaughterIwould'velongkilled

myself..

_

MANTWA

Mom:Iwasveryworriedaboutyou

Me:IknowI'm sorry



Her:Ithoughtyousaidthatthingsarenotwell

betweenyoutwo?

Me:Wetalked

Her:Hmmmmm..

Me:Mom I'llseeyoulater

Her:Okay..Tellhim thatjustbecauseyouvisit

him athisplace,doesn'tmeanthatheshould

delaypayingLobola

Ilaughed...

Me:Seeyoulater

Her:Seeyoulaterbaby

Icameheresothatwecouldtalk,sothatI

couldhavehim behonestwithme.Sleeping

withhim wasnotpartoftheplan.Iputonmy

pantsandmyblouse,hehadgoneoutsideto

peeandhaveasmoke.IwastiredandIwas

verysore,lasthisGrandmothertoldmethathe

wasarrestedfor5yearsandyatodayitshowed



thathehasn'tbeenwithawomaninaverylong

time.Notexcludingmyselffrom thewhole

situation,Ialsohaven'tbeensexualeversince

mylastbreakup.Islowlysatdownonthebed,I

neverreallyimaginedalightskinnedguybeing

gifted,wellIneverexpectedhiskindtobethat

muchgiftedbutinhiscaseitwasdifferent.

RightnowIjustfeellikeIcouldhaveawhole

fanblowingonmycookie..

Thedooropenedandhewalkedin..

HecloseditandthenstoodtherelookingatMe..

Him:Areyouokay?

Me:I'm okayjustthat..TodayconfirmedthatI

haven'thadsexinalongtime

Hechuckled..

Hemadehiswaytomeandstretchedouthis

hand,Istretchedoutmineandhehelpedmeto

standup.Hebuttonedmyshirt..



Him:Iwasn'tthatgentleso..

Me:It'sokay..Ireallyenjoyed

Him:Enjoyedmuchtogoagain?

Me:Maybenottoday..Wealreadyhadtwo

roundsthat'swentverygentle

Iranmyhandsonhisbody,hewasn'twearinga

tshirt..

Him:Maybewecangoandgetsomethingto

eatbeforeIdriveyouhome

Me:I'dlikethatverymuch

Him:Firstyouneedtogoinsideandgreetmy

Grandmother..She'sgoingtokillmeifshe

knewthatyouwerearoundandyoudidn'tgreet

Me:Okay

Hekissedme..

Him:I'llputonatshirtinthemeantime

Iwalkedoutandwenttothehousetogreet...



_

DANGER

AfterparkingImademywaytohisoffice,he

rentedoutthisotherplaceforhisofficeandto

parkhistaxis..

Iknockedandmademywayin,hewassitting

atthetablegoingoversomebook.

Him:Whatareyoudoinghere?

Me:Justwantedtocheckifyouneeded

somethingbeforeIheadhome

Hecheckedhiswristwatch..

Him:Youcanleavethekeysonthetable,I'll

takethem homewithme

Ilookedathiswhiskeyacrosstheroom..

Me:KahlekahleIwantedtotalktoyouabout

something

Helookedatme..



Him:Khulumaiskhathiasikho(Talkthere'sno

time)

Me:NgingathelaiWhiskey?(canIpourussome

whiskey)

Him:Dangeriskhathisok'dlalaanginaso

(DangerIdon'thavetimeforgames)

Me:It'sjustthat-

Him:Phuma(getout)

Thatdidn'tgowell..

Him:Leavethetaxikeysonthetablebese

uyaphuma(thengetout)

IdidasIwastold..

Him:Ohwtomorrowwehavingdinnerwith

Nomvelo'suselessboyfriendIwantyoutobe

there

Me:I'llbethere

Him:Good



IneedJJtodrinkthiswater..

_

NOMVELO

Ifeltairbeingblownonmyface,Iwassleeping

sopeacefullythatIreallydidn'twannawakeup.

Istillhadmoresleepinme..

Niso:Wakeup

Islowlyopenedmyeyesandthelightwason..

Me:Whattimeisit

Him:Timeforyoutogohomebeforeyour

Unclecomeshere

Me:Ifeellikesleepingsomemore

Him:Comeon..I'lldriveyouhome

Igotoutofthebedalmostfalling,heheldme..

Him:Igotyou

Me:ThinkIgotuptoofast



Him:Willyoubeabletowalk?

Inodded..

Me:Letmeputonmyshoes

Him:I'llhelpyou

Isatonthebedandheputhelpedmeputon

myshoes,suchagentleman..

Him:Notsurehowtodothis

Me:I'lldoit(Laughing)

Iputonmysandals..

Me:There

Istoodupagain..

Him:Goteverything?

Me:Mybagisinyourroom

Him:I'llgetit

Me:Okay

Idon'tknowwhenwasthelasttimeIgotsucha



peacefulsleep..

_

MANTWA

Wedrovetosomepub&grillnotfarfrom his

placetogetsomethingtoeat..

"Skarebonarephela

KgaleresokolaronarephelelaMmino

Oskangpotjakadilokgaleresokolaronare

phelelaMmino"

Thisplaceisalwaysnoisyandunsavory

charactersusuallyhangoutherealot,whenI

sayunsavoryImeanyourGangstersyouknow

justthosenotoriouswellfinancialstablethugs.

Nazogreetedafewofthem,thiswasnotmy

kindofplace.Iam anintrovert,Ienjoybeing

indoorswatchingmoviesorreadingbooks.I

don'tgooutthatmuch,Idon'tevenhavefriends

Iam thatboringtypeofperson..



Snazoputhishandaroundmyshouldersand

kissedmeonmycheek..

Him:Areyouokay?

Ifakedasmile..

Me:I'm okay

Him:Welcometomyworld

IlookedaroundandIreallywasn'tcomfortable

withthescene..

.
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MANTWA

ItwasalongdayandwhenIgothomeIbathe

firstbeforegoingtobed.Ilookedatmyselfin

thesmallmirrorthathungonmybedroom wall,

Ihadatowelwrappedaroundmynakedbody



andIwasplayingmyfavouritesongonmy

phone..

"Ifeelalittlerush,IthinkI'vegotalittlecrushon

youIhopeit'snottoomuchButbabewhenI'm

withyou,IhearitMyheartsingingLa,la,la,la,

la,la,la,la-laLa,la,la,la,la,la,la,la-la"

Myeyeswereabitred,IwasverytiredandI

couldn'twaittosleep.Iheardaknockatthe

door..

Me:Comein

ItwasmyMom..

Mom:WantedtosayGoodnight

Me:It'slateIthoughtyouweresleepingalready

Her:IwasonthephonewithyourAunt

Me:Okay

Her:Ukahle?(Areyouokay)

Inodded..



Shewalkedinandclosedthedoor..

Her:Youdon'tlooklikeagirlinlove,youshould

besingingyourheartout

Iwentandstoppedthesong,shewalkedover

andsatonthebed..

Her:Khulumanami(talktome)

Isatnexttoher..

Her:What'swrong?

Iexhaled..

Me:Nazotookmeout,wewenttothisother

pub&grill

Her:Isn'tthatsupposedtobesomethinggood?

Me:Idon'tknowmuchaboutSnazo'spastlife..

Ionlyknowabit,whathisGrandmothertoldme

buttonight..

Her:Whatabouttonight?

Me:Ma..Snazoistoomuchintohispastlife,he



wasrubbingshoulderswiththemostnotorious

Gangsters.IfeltlikeIwasn'tgoodenoughfor

him whenIlookedatthegirlsthattheywere

with,Idon'tknowIfeellikeheisgoingtogo

backtothatlife

Her:Ithoughthechanged

Ishookmyheadno..

Me:Heistornbetweentwoworlds,hewon't

fullyacceptwhoheisifhedoesn'tleavehis

pastcompletely.Mamakubeumbonile(You

should'veseenhim)

Her:AwukodwaMantwa

Me:Ican't..Youknowme,Iam anintrovert.I

don'tlikedrama,andthisfastlifeisnotmy

thing

Her:Hewasthatbad?

Me:Itseemsso

Her:Kodwalastweekuzileenkonzweninjena



(butlastweekhecametochurch)

Me:Idon'tknowMa..Idon'twannabescared

ofhim,Iam scaredofsuchguys

Her:Don'tconcludeanythingjustasyet,he

makesyouhappydoesn'the?

Me:Hedoes..AndIthinkIam fallinghardfor

him

Her:Thenjustconcentrateonthatloveyou

haveforhim andleaveeverythingelse...Come

ongetsomerestyoulooktired

Me:Goodnight

Her:Loveyou

Me:Iloveyoutoo

_

NOMVELO

ThefollowingmorningIwasupveryearly,the

planshadbeenchangedfrom dinnertohaving



lunch.Iwasnervous,Iwasverynervousonhow

myUnclewasgoingtohandlehimself.Ihope

thiswon'tturnintoanightmare..

Nomsa:Whatmenudoyouwant?

Me:Nisoisfrom thehood,hewon'tdoserious

dishes.Heenjoystraditionaldishes,something

simple.Ithinkoxtailwithdumplingswilldo

Shesmiledalittle..

Me:What?

Her:Neverthoughtthisdaywouldcome

Me:Whatday?Don'tstart

Webothlaughed...

Her:MinaIliketheguybecausehechanged

you,younowabetterperson

Me:UphiuMalumevele?(WhereisUncle)

Her:Heleftearlysaidhehadsomeerrandsto

run



Thedoorbellrang..

Me:Idon'tknowhowyougoingtohelpbecause

ofyourArm

Nomsa:I'm justgoingtogiveyouinstructions

IopenedthedooranditwasDanger..

Me:Danger

Hemadehiswayin..

Nomsa:AwwDangerwhatbringsyouhere?It's

yourdayofftoday

Danger:YaIneedextramoneysoIdecidedto

worktoday,evenifit'shalfday

Nomsa:Ohw..Shouldn'tyoubeatthetaxirank

already?

Danger:YaIam hereformykeys,Ileftthem in

JJ'sofficeyesterday...Iwashereforhisoffice

keys

Nomsa:Youknowhedoesn'twantanyonein



hisoffice

Me:SincewhenisDangeranyone?

Nomsa:FineI'llgetthekeys

Shewalkedaway..

Me:Dangerareyougoingtocome?Wehaving

myboyfriendoverforlunch

Danger:EishsinceI'm workingtodayIdon't

know

Me:Please..Itwillbelessawkwardforhim

whenyouaround,youknowhowtohandlemy

Uncle

Danger:I'lltry

Me:ThankyouverymuchDanger..Maybeyou

canbringalongyourwoman

Danger:Mywoman?

Me:Yes..Youdohavesomeonespecialinyour

liferight?



Heclearedhisthroat..

Danger:Uhm..Maybe..

Nomsawalkedin..

Nomsa:Hereyougo..Pleasebringthem back

Danger:Iwill

Me:14:00Dangerdon'tforget

Danger:Iwillbehere..ThankyouagainNomsa

forthekey

Nomsa:Youwelcome

Hewalkedout..

Nomsa:Suchaniceman

Me:Verynice

Nomsa:Let'sgetbacktothemenu

_

SNAZO

Iwokeupfeelinglikeshit,Ihadalotofbeers



lastnight.AfterdroppingoffMantwaather

placeIwentbacktothepub&grilltodrinksome

moreandhangoutwiththeboys,itwasagood

night.Igotmyphoneanditwas9:00am,Ihad

nomissedcallsandnomessagesfrom Mantwa.

That'sstrangelastweekshecalledmeand

remindedmethatIshouldn'tforgetabout

church,sheusuallycallsinthemorningorgreet

meonWhatsApp.Churchstartsexactlyat

9:00,sinceshedidn'tcallIalsofeltlazytobath

andgo.Icouldnoticelastnightthatshewas

uncomfortableatthepub&grill,Ithoughtthat

shewasgoingtohavefunbutshedidn't.She

wasn'therself..

Isentheratext:

"Tellmewhenchurchisout"

Iputmyphoneawayandsleptagain...

_

NISO



ThefirstthingIdidwhenIwokeupwastodo

mylaundrybeforegoingtoNomvelo'splace,

lastnightIdroveherhomeandthencameback

homeinhercarsoI'llbegoingwithitlater.I

hopeJJwon'tgetinmynerves,thelastthingI

wantisanaltercationwithhim.AsIwaitedfor

thewatertofillup,IcheckedFacebookonlyto

bewelcomedbyalotof"RIP".Oneofmyclients

whowasalsomyFacebookfriendshadalotof

tags,friendstaggedheronsome"RIP"posts.

Shewasatthesamecollegeasme.Shegot

addictedtothepillwhensheboughtittohelp

herwithdepression,Ithinksomehowshegot

addicted.She'sthefirstthatIknowoffwho

passedonfrom anoverdose.Shewasfoundin

herbedroom deadwiththepillcrushedonher

dressingtablesooneofthepostsstated,I

hopethiswon'tcomebacktome.

_

DANGER



Ipouredthewaterinhiswhiskeyandthen

closesitagain.Ihavelongbeenwaitingforthis

day,Ihavelongbeenwaitingforrevenge.

SeemslikeI'm goingtogetitafterall,JJwon't

knowwhathithim.Itookthekeystothetaxi

andlockedhisofficethenwent..

.
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NOMVELO

Icheckedthetimeagainitwasnow15:00he

wassupposedtobehereat14:00..

Nomsa:Heisprobablyonhisway

Ihadcalledhim andhisphonetookmestraight

tovoicemail.Everyonewaspreparednicely,the

tablewasfilledwithallvarietyoffoodthathe

wouldlike.Weheardthekitchendoor



openeningandclosing,thenIheardtwovoices.

ItwasmyUncleandDanger..

Theywalkedin...

Uncle:Lookatthis..Iwishpeoplewouldgothis

farformetoo

Theysatdown..

Ilookedatthetimeagain,IfNisodoesn'tshow

upIwillbeveryangrythatwouldmeanhe

doesn'twannatrytoshowmyUnclethatheis

seriousaboutme..

Uncle:Sowhereistheguestofhonour?

Nomsa:Heisnothereyet

Helookedathiswristwatch..

Uncle:Really?Wasn'tthiswholethingsupposed

tobeat14:00?

Me:Heisrunningabitlate

Uncle:Abit?



Nomsa:JJ

Uncle:Thisboyisdisrespectfulheismaking

mewait?

Nomsa:Heisgoingtocome

Danger:Icangoandcheckifthere'sanycar

comingdownstairstheroad

Uncle:Don'twasteyourtimeheisnotworthit,

plushemightnotevenhaveacar

Me:Iborrowedhim mine

Uncle:Youwhat?

Me:It'saSundaytaxisarescarce!

Uncle:SeewhatIwasafraidof?Yougoingto

provideforaman?

Me:Ijustborrowedhim mycarheisgoingto

bringitbacktoday

Uncle:Thisisawasteofmytime,Ihavebetter

thingstodo



Myphonerang..

Me:It'shim

Ianswered..

Me:Hey

Him:Igotlost..

Me:Whereareyounow?

Him:Atthegate

Me:I'm coming

Iputmyphonedownandwenttofetchhim..

Uncle:It'sabouttime!!

Nomsa:Pleasebehavewhenhecomesin

JJ:Thisismyhouse,Heistheonewhohasto

behave

Iwasabitupsetthathewaslatebutalso

relievedthathewashere..

Me:Iam somad



Him:IknowandI'm sorry

Me:Whydidn'tyouatleastcallandsaythatyou

goingtobelateorthatyoulost?

Heputhishandsonmycheeks...

Him:I'm sorryIshould'vecalled

Iputmyhandsonhis..

Me:Atleastyoucame

Hesmiledandthenkissedme..

Him:Let'sgointhen

Heheldmyhandandthenwewalkedtothe

house..

_

SNAZO

Ilookedatherwhileholdingherhand,shewas

finelastnightandtodayshecan'tgetoutof

bed.Sheopenedhereyes..

Her:Snazo



Me:What'swrong?

Her:Idon'treallyknow

Me:Ican'tseeit..Ican'tsensewhat's

happeningtoyou

Her:That'sbecauseit'snotsomethingdemonic

Me:Youcan'tgetoutofbedMa,obviouslyyou

notwellanditmightbesomethingserious

Shesmiled..

Her:Iam atpeacewitheverything

Me:Don'tsaythat

Her:Itwasboundtohappen..Youcannotfully

becomewhatyoudestinedtobewhileI'm still

alive

Me:Younotgoingtodie..

Sheputherhandonmycheek..

Her:Iam soproudofyou

Me:Don'ttalklikethat..It'snotgoingtoendlike



this

Her:Howdidyouacceptyourgift?What

happened?Youwerestubbornaboutit

Me:IhadavisionthatNisowasgoingtodie,so

Ibargainedhislifeinexchangeformetoaccept

mygift

Her:Whateverhappensdon'tturnbackthisis

whoyouare,youcannotrunawayfrom who

you're

Guguwalkedinwhileholdingabasin..

Gugu:Ihavetobathhersothatwepossibly

takehertothehospital

Ma:No..Idon'twannagotothehospital

Me:Maplease..Westillneedyou

Gugu:Letmebathher,I'lltellyouwhenI'm done

sothatwecangotothehospital

Ikissedherhand..



Me:I'llbeinmyroom

Iwalkedouttogivethem someprivacy.My

Grandmotherisold,anditwasnotsecretthat

onedayshewasgoingtodiebutIam notready

toloseher.Atleastnotlikethis..

_

NOMVELO

IthoughtthathavingDinnerwithNiso'sfamily

wasawkwardbutthiswasmoreawkward..

Nomsa:Ididn'tthinkthatyouwerethis

handsome

Niso:Thankyou

Nomsa:Areyoublack?Like100%black?

Niso:I'm notsurebutIdon'tthinkso,my

Motherdoesn'treallytalkaboutmyFather

MyUnclechuckled..

Uncle:Sheprobablydoesn'tknowbecauseyou



wereunplanned

Nomsa:JJ!!

Me:I'm verysorry

Nisosmiled..

Niso:It'salright..Nofeelingscaught

JJ:Whatisitthatyoudoagain?

Niso:Iam doingmylastyearinteaching

JJ:Useless!

Me:Uncle!!

JJ:It'snotaveryimpressivechoiceofcareerI

meanttosay

Nomsa:Atleasthe'sdoingsomething

JJ:Atleastisnotgoodenough

Thiswasembarrassing..

JJ:Hewon'tevenaffordtopayLobolaletalone

awedding



Me:Wewillcrossthatbridgewhenwegetthere

Hethrewthenapkinonthetable..

JJ:Letmeleave

Nomsa:Whereareyougoing?

JJ:Tomyoffice..Ratherspendmytimedoing

somethingconcretethantoentertain

foolishness

Hewalkedaway..

JJ:I'llbebacklater

Thatwasveryuncalledfor..

Me:I'm trulysorry

Niso:It'sokay..I'm good

Nomsa:Welllet'seatandenjoywhat'sleftof

ourlunch

Danger:YourMothernevertoldyouaboutyour

Father?

Niso:No..It'satopicthatshedoesn'twanna



discuss

Danger:Iunderstandbutitdoesn'tlooklikeyou

needhim anymore

Niso:Sorry?

Danger:Lookslikeyougrewupwellwithout

him

Niso:Iguessso

Me:Justdidn'texpectUncletobethatrude

Nomsa:Iexpectedit

Danger:Wellatleastwehavepeacenow,Iwas

alreadychokingwithallthetensionintheair

Wealllaughed..

Danger:Let'senjoy

(Silence)

Niso:Youknow..YouandNomvelolookabit

alike,areyourelated?

Dangerlookedathim..



Danger:Nowenotrelated

Niso:Really?Youguyslookalike

Me:MostpeoplesaythatbutifIwasrelatedto

DangerIwouldknow

Nomsa:There'sdefinitelynorelationthere

Niso:Mybadthen

Nomsa:Comeonlet'stalkaboutgoodthings,

let'sbringpositiveenergy

Me:Iagree..Let'strytotalkaboutgoodthings

Nomsa:Dangerisyourplategood?Oryouwant

somemore?

Danger:Myplateisgoodthankyou

Nomsa:Okaythenlet'sjusttrytoenjoythis

lunchandforgetaboutJJforafewminutes

Iwasabitdisappointedthoughbyhowmy

Unclebehaved,Ithoughthehadacceptedmy

relationshipwithNiso,guessIwaswrong..



_

SNAZO

Wecouldn'tmovemyGrandmotherwhenwe

triedtogetheroutofbedshefeltalotofpain,

morelikeallherboneswerebroken.Whenyou

trytotouchhershewouldflinchinpain,Idon't

evenknowhowGugumanagedtobathher.I

seriouslydidn'tknowwhatwaswrongwithher,

anditwasfrustratingthatIcouldn'tpickup

whatwaswrong..

Iheldhandagainandclosedmyeyeshoping

thatsomehowIcouldhealher.

Her:It'snotgoingtowork

Ilookedather..

Me:Ithoughtyouweresleeping

Her:YoucannothealmeNazo,what's

happeningtomeisnotdemonicrelated

Me:Youcan'tgetoutofbed..That'snotnormal



Her:ItwasboundtohappenNazo..I'm old

Me:Butnotlikethis

Her:Iam old..Iwasn'tgoingtoliveforever

Me:Ididn'texpectyoutoliveforeverbutit'stoo

soon

Her:Deathisunpredictable,itdoesn'treally

announcebeforeitcomes

Me:Iwanttogetbetter..Iwantyoutoliveat

leastanother10years

Shesmiled..

Her:Wellthenallowmetorestalittle

Sheclosedhereyes..Shealsoseemedvery

tired..

_

JJ

ThefirstthingIdidwhenIgottotheofficewas

todrinkmywhiskey,Idrankatleasttwo



glassesbeforesittingdown.ThisiswereI

unwindandrelaxwhenIhavehadalongday,or

whensomethingisbrotheringme.Justme,my

music,mywhiskey,andalotofpeace..

.
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SNAZO

AWEEKSLATER

'xandiyekelwanguwe,ngophalalanjengamanzi'

Theysangthatpartofthesongatleasttwice

beforepastorMdlulistoodupandwentto

preach.Ilookedatthecoffinthatwasatthe

frontwithflowersunderit,andaherfavourite

blanketnicelycoveringhercoffin.Itwasvery

difficulttoacceptthatshewasgone,idon't

thinkthere'severgonnabesomethingso



painfulasthisinmylife.Mygrandmother

raisedmeandNiso,shewasalwaysthereshe's

theonlymotherthatweknow.Mantwaheldmy

handshewassittingnexttome,shehasbeen

verysupportivethroughoutthiswholeordeal.

NisoandNomvelocamethrough,theysatnext

ous.Somethingwasn'trightwithNiso,he

contributed10000forthefuneralthat'salotof

moneyforsomeonewhoisnotworkingandstill

astudent.IcontributedR5000,andthenthe

burialsocietythatshejoinedcoveredtherest.

There'salotthatmeandhim needtotalkabout

iam verysurethatheisdoingsomethingthat's

illegal,there'snowaythathecouldhavesoo

muchmoneywhilehedoesn'tevenhaveajob,i

knowthislifeandihavebeenthroughit..

P.Mdluli:sibongaukuthiuMa'buthelezi

uhambeleenkosini(we'rethankfulthat

Ma'buthelezipassedonwhileknowingGod)

Everyonereactedtothatstatement.Ifeellike



mygrandmotherandIwestillhadalotto

discuss,iwantedheretobehereasIfully

acceptedandembracedmygiftandcalling,the

mostrespectandgratitudethatIcouldgiveher

rightnowistobecomewhatIam destinedto

be.Shewould'vebeenveryproudtoseeme

venturinginthisspiritualjourney.

Mantwaleanedoverandwhisperedinmyear.

Mantwa:Ididn'tknowthatyourgrandmother

knewsomewhitepeople

Iturnedbackandsawsomewhiteguysittingat

theback,Nisoandilookedateachother.

Niso:couldhebefrom ourfather'sside?

Ilookedattheguyagainandididn'trecognize

him atall..

_

JJ

Ilaidmyfeetonthetilesandtheywerecold,



theyusuallythismuchcoldinwinter.Iglanced

downandisawblood,actuallymyfeetwere

beinglaidoncoldblood.Thewaythattheblood

wascolditdidn'tseem normal,itwasverycold.

Notfarfrom myfeetmysister'sbodywas

layingthere,withherchestwideopen.The

bloodthatwasonthefloorcamefrom that

openwoundinherchest.Ilookedatherbody

layingthere,shewasnotmovingatall.Idon't

knowwhat'shappeningtome,latelyIhave

beenseeingandhearingthings.Mysisterhas

beenhauntingmeihaven'tbeenabletosleep

peacefullyforaboutaweeknow,IfeltlikeIwas

losingmymind.Iwasoutofit..

Sheturnedherheadandlookedatmewhilestill

onthefloorlikethat..

Her:WhyJJ?

Shegotupfrom thefloorstillbleeding

profuselyfrom herchest,shewalkeduptome.



Her:Why?

Iwasfrozen,Icouldn'tmove.

Shewasmysisterbutshelookedabitdifferent.

Shewasverypaleandlookedveryangry,ihave

neverseenherthismuchangryuntilnow.

Victoriawasveryhumbleandcalm,fighting

wasnotsomethingthatsheenjoyed.Iclimbed

thebedagainasshemadeherwaytome..

Her:Whywouldyouputmydaughterthrough

that?

Me:I'm sorry

SheliftedherhandandIfoundmyselfflying

acrosstheroom andhittingthewallbefore

falling..

Her:Why?Becauseofmoney?

Icuddledupinacornerlikeababy..

Her:Youwillpayforwhatyoudidtome

Icuddledupwhilecrying..



Me:I'm sorry

Ithenheardsomeonecallingouttome.

Person:JJ?

Me:I'm sorry

Person:JJit'sme

ItwasNomsa

Me:Shewashere..ShewashereagainIsaw

her

Nomsa:who?Yoursister?

Me:shewashere

Nomsa:there'snoonehereotherthanyouand

me

Me:shewashere

Nomsa:comeongetdressedDangerishereto

takeyoutothattraditionalhealer

Shehelpedmetogetup..



_

SNAZO

AfterpastorMdluliwasdonepreachingwe

wenttothecemeterytolayhertorest.Nisoand

Irodewithmymotherandafewotherfamily

membersinthefamilycar.Mantwahadmade

herwaybacktothehousetohelpwiththe

catering,NomveloIthinkshefollowedusinher

car..

AtthegraveyardIcouldn'ttakemyeyesoffthat

whiteguy,hewasstandingnotfarfrom were

weweresitting.Hewasn'talone,hewaswith

someotherguy,theguywasholdingan

umbrellawhichshieldedthem from theblazing

sun.Wemadeourwaytothrowsoilonher

coffin,Gugucouldn'tevenwalkonherownshe

wasbroken.Itwaspackedididn'tknowthatmy

grandmotherknewsomuchPeople.Ihelped

Gugutositdownonherchair,Nisomadehis

waytous..



Niso:Guguwhoisthatguy?

Guglookedathim..

Guguu:idon'tknow

Niso:youmustknowheistheonlywhiteguy

aroundherehowdoesheknowourfamily?Who

toldhim aboutMa?

Gugu:NisoIdon'tknowhowthatguyis

Niso:bullshit!!!!!!..Ishefrom ourfather'ssideof

thefamily?

Gugu:NisoIdon'tknowhim

Niso:Gugu!!!

Gugu:Nisodoyoumind?Iam grievingokay?

Me:Nisojustleaveit..Thisisnottheplace

Heclickedhistongueandthenwenttosit

down..

_

NOMSA



Me:herewego..Areyoucomfortable?

Hedidn'tsayanything,helookedlikehissanity

hadvanishedfrom him.Somethingweirdhas

beenhappeningtomyhusband.Heisnotthat

powerfulandfearedJJthatweallknow,heis

ownlosinghismindanddoesn'tevenknow

what'shappening.JJcan'tdienowespecially

whenNomveloistheonetoinheriteverything,if

somethinghappenstohim Igetnothing.That

spoiledbratwon'thesitatetoputmeout,JJ

marriedmeoutofcommunityofpropertybutI

refusetowalkoutwithnothing.Iwanthim to

changehiswillbutbythelookofthings,idon't

evenseethathappening.Heisnotinhisnormal

stateofmind..

Me:DangerIdon'tknowwhtsahappeningtomy

husband..Lookathim?

Danger:ijustwonderwhatwentwrong

Me:makesurethatBab'Ngwenyawhoeverheis



helpshim..Icannotlosemyhusband

Danger:igiveyoumyword

Me:inthemeantimeI'llcallhismother

Danger:IwillmakesurethatBab'Ngwenya

giveshim somethingthatwillhelphim

Nomsa:Pleasedo

Danger:Weshouldbeleaving

Me:drivesafe

Danger:iwill

_

NISO

Wecamebackfrom thefuneralandeveryone

wenttoqueueforfood,itwasalotofpeopleI

don'teventhinkthatallofthem aregoingto

eat..

Me:doyouwanttogoandeatsomewhere?

Her:Yeswecan



(silence)

Her:Im verysorryaboutyourgrandmother

Me:Itsokay..It'sjustgonnatakeawhileto

acceptthatshe'snolongeraround

Her:deathisnoteasytoacceptespeciallyifit's

alovedone

Me:Howisyouruncleholdingup?

Her:Hisconditionisworsening

Me:Whatreallyistheproblem?

Her:idon'tknowbutitseemslikeheislosing

hismind..HeclaimsthatmyMotherishaunting

him

Me:That'sunusual

Her:Inwhatsense

Me:ifsomeonehauntsyouthatmeansthere's

somethingyoudidtothatperson

Her:Whatexactlyareyouimplying?



Me:Nothing..I'm sorryifIupsetyou

Her:ithinkthatI'llgoandeatatmy

Grandmother'shouse

Me:isaidiwassorry

Shestoodupandleft..

_

SNAZO

iwassittingatthebackwithoneofmyUncles,

Mantwabroughtussomethingtoeat..

Uncle:uyabonakeleNtombazanamele

uyishade(youhavetomarrythisgirl)

Mamtwa:kukhonaokunyeenginganilethela

kona?(istheresomethingelsethatIcanbring

foryou)

Uncle:chasiyabongakoti(nothankyou)

Shewalkedaway..

Uncle:uyabonaiNtombazanaenenhlonipho



engavilaphi(sucharespectfulgirlthatisn't

evenlazy)

Me:sheisoneofakind

Uncle:ewwwwkuyobanzimaumamncane

engasekho(it'sgoingtobediffultwithmyaunt

nolongeraround)

Iexhaled..

Me:istillcan'tbelieveit

Isawthewhiteguyandhiscompanionmaking

theirwaytous..

Him:Goodafternoon

Wegreetedback..

Hehadlonghairthathetiedupneatly..

Helookedatme..

Him:Areyousnazo?

Me:Yes

Him:ManI'm gladthatIfinallyfoundyou,you



havebeenonmymindforweeksnow..No

homo

Me:andwhoareyou?

Him:Sorrywherearemymanners..Mynameis

DawnBakerandIam anexorcist

Heextendedhishandtome...

Awhat???

.
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SNAZO

wefoundsomewhereabitquietandnotbusy,

sothatwecouldtalk.Iwasabitconfusedhow

doesthisguyknowme?letalonehowdidhe

findme?

Me:Yousaidthatyouanexorcist?



Him:Yesiam anexorcist,notapreetygoodgift

tohavetrustme

Me:exactlywhatisanexorcist?

Him:Anexorcistissomeonewhoisordainedto

castoutdemons,includingLucerohimself.

MostPastorsareexorcist,Nuns,prophetsand

preists

Me:Sowhatdidyoucomeherefor?

Him:Iwassentheretohelpyou..AsIhavesaid

beforeIhadavisionaboutyou

Me:sentbywho?

Him:ThisisgoingtobeharderthanIthought

Helookedatme..

Hm:there'saguardianAngelbythenameof

Helena,sheisaguardianangelforpeoplewho

havesupernaturalgifts,orareligiouscalling.On

yoursidesinceyougoingtobeapriestora

healerratheryouneedtobeabletocastout



demons

Afewmonthsagothiswould'vesounded

insanebutIhaveseenalotalreadytomakeme

believethatwhathewassayingwastrue

Him:LookIknowit'snoteasyoneonceupona

timeyourlifemadesensethenyouwakeup

onedayandeverythinghascompletelychanged.

You'relastinonthingsthatyouneverthought

existed,thingsthatcanmakepeoplequestion

yoursanity.It'snoteasybutitiswhatitis

(Silence)

Me:It'sfunnythatsomethingIneverbelievedin

allmylifebecomesmydestiny,Idon'teven

knowweretostart.Ihavealwaysthoughtthat

Godandreligionwasabunchoffictionand

mindcontrol,somethingthatwascreatedto

enslavepeoplebutnow..

Him:Noonechoosesthislifebutbelieve

there'salotofevilinthisworldandihaveseen



infirsthand,thingsthatsee,thedemonsthati

castout...It'sallreal,justasgoodexistsso

doesevil

Me:IneverthoughtthatIwasgoingtoaccept

mygiftbutaftermyGrandmother'spassing..

Thisiswhoweareandthisiswhatmyfamily

wascalledforIwannaembracethegiftfor

futuregenerationstocome

Him:That'sthespirityouseem tobetakingit

betterthanme

Mantwamadeherwaytous..

Mantwa:Hey

Me:Hey

Her:yourfriendShineislookingforyou

Me:I'llbethere

ShelookedatDwan..

Me:uhm thisMantwa..She'smygirlfriend,and

thisis..



Him:Dawn..DawnBaker

Mantwa:Afriendofyours?

Me:somethinglikethat

Dawnstoodup..

Him:Hereismybusinesscard,westillhavea

lottotalkabout

Itookit..

Him:giveacalllater

Me:I'lldoso

Him:andsorryaboutyourGrandmother

Me:Thankyou

Heleft..

Mantwa:Ineverknewthatyouhadwhite

friends

Me:sortofalongstory

Igotuptoo..



Me:WhereisShine?

Her:Heiswaitingbythetent

Me:Let'sgoandseehimmm

Wewalkedtothetentwithmyarm aroundher

shoulders..

_

NOMVELO

Iam tryingtounderstandwhat'shappeningto

myUnclebutI'm failingtoo,onemomentheis

fineandthenthenexthehaslosthismind,I

haveneverseenanyonewholosttouchwith

realitylikemyuncledid

IopenedthedoorandWalkedinNomsawas

busywithsomedishes..

Her:Hi

Me:Hey

Her:Howwasthefuneral?



Ishruggedmyshoulders..

Me:WhereisUncleJJ?

her:Heisnotaround

Me:Wheredidhego?

Her:Dangertookhim tothisothertraditional

healer

Me:Atraditionalhealer?

Her:WehavetotryalloptionsVelo,obviously

thisisnotsomethingthatwesternmedicine

canfix..It'smorespiritual

Me:Idon'tunderstandonemomenthewasfine

andthenthenext..Heislosinghismind

Her:It'samazinghowthingsworkout

(Silence)

Me:doyouthinkthat..?

Her:thinkwhat?

Me:thathemighthavesomethingtodowith



myMother'spassing?

Her:waitwhat?

Me:Ireadsomewherethatwhenanangryspirit

isafteryou,thenthere'ssomethingthatyoudid.

Adeadpersonalwayscomesbackfor

unfishinedbusiness

Shelaughed..

Her:Icannotbelieveyousaidthat..Youruncle

canbealotofthingsbutwhatwhatyoujust

said..Wow

Me:Idon'tknowwhattothinkanymore

Her:JJneverdealtwithyourMother'spassing,

youknowhowheis..Ithinkthepainandsorrow

iscatchingupwithhim..It'stoooverwhelming

forhim

ThankstoNisonowI'm thinkingtheworst

aboutmyUncle..

Her:LookJJisgoingtobefine..Don'tstress



toomuchandstartoverthing

Me:Ihopehegetswell..Ican'tlosehim too..

HeistheonlyparentthatIhaveleft

Shecametomeandhuggedme..

Her:Heisstrong,ImeanifIcansurvivethe

shootinghewillalsosurvivethis

Shehuggedme..

Her:Sizobaright(wegoingtobeokay)

_

SNAZO

Idon'tifShineisgoingtounderstandmystery

choiceoflifestyleandtheroutethatI'm

preparedtotake.Shinehasbeenmyfriendfora

verylongtimenowandIwouldreallyappreciate

itifhecouldunderstand...

Wesatdown..

Him:What'supPoi??EyyuScarcekulamalanga



(Youveryscarcethesedays)

Me:Yaeishit'sjustlife

Him:Ngiyabonaubambenescazaesihle(Ieven

seethatyouhaveagirlfriend..She'sbeautiful)

Me:Thankyou

Him:HadeNtwanangesgriza,ngiyaziukuthi

velebeniclose(SorryaboutyourGrandmother,I

knowyoutwowereveryclose)

Me:TaNtwana

(Silence)

Me:Kuyakanjanileespanini?(Howisitgoingat

work)

Him:Ahhng'jindile(Iquit)

Me:Fede?(Why)

Him:Ahhuyaziminangimanayooneway,

bekungekhorightukuspanawenaungekho(You

knowI'm loyaltoyou,Icouldn'tworktherewhile



youwerenotaround)

Shine'sloyaltytomeissometimes

unbelievable..

Him:Manjesizidlaphi?(whatarewegoingtodo

now)

Iclearedthroat..

Me:Ihavetotellyousomething

Him:Ng'sikeleke(talktome)

Me:Ifoundoutlatelythatmyfamilyhasagift,

andthatgiftispassesonfrom generationto

generation.Sosinceisgrizasingekhothegift

waspassedontome

Him:Agift?

Me:IhaveagiftofhealingandIhavetobea

priest

Him:Yooh

Me:Yangiyakena(Iknow)



Afewsecondspassedwithoutussaying

anythingtoeachother..

Him:NonginawePoi(Iam withyou)

Ilookedathim..

Him:ManjemasingenaemchurchanaiZaka

yona?(Nowthatwegoingtochurch,what

aboutmoney)

Me:Ihaveacarwash..Makesreasonable

money

Him:YizoNtwana..Ngenala(That'swhatI'm

talkingabout)

Wefistbumped..

_

DANGER

Bab'Ngwenyaledustohisconsultingroom..

Him:Eyykuninianje(forhowlonghasbeenlike

this)



Me:Sekuyisikhathieside(Alongtime)

Wesatdown,wehadleftourshoesatthedoor..

Bab'Ngwenya:Ithisiboneukuthiabaphantsi

bathini?(let'sseewhattheancestorsaresaying)

Heblewinthesmallbagandthrewthebones

whilecallingupontheNgcoboancestors..

Bab'Ngwenya:Khanyisaniphelasiboneukuthi

umntwanawenuuhlushwayini(shedsomelight

onwhat'shappeningtoyourchild)

Weallsatinsilenceandlookedatthebones,

thenallofsuddenIsawashadowintheroom it

hadaveryquickmovement.JJclungontomy

arm..

JJ:Victoria!!

Helookedaround..

IlookedatBab'Ngwenya..

Him:Wedealingwithaveryangryspirit



Me:What?Whatdoyousee?

Hisbonescaughtfireandstartedburning,he

stoodupandstoodagainstthewall..

Him:Kuzofanekanihambe(Youhavetoleave)

Me:What?

Him:Manje!!!(Now)

JJ:Victoria..Please..

HelookedatthecornerandwhenIglanced

theretoo.Isawher,Isawmywife.Shelooked

likemywifebutatthesametimeshelooked

different,shelookedlikeshehadalotofanger,

shewasonfire.Hereyesalsoreflectedfire.

Me:Vic..Victoria?

Shelookedatmeandthefiredisappeared

Me:Vic?

AsIstoodupshedisappeared..Therewas

silenceintheroom..



Bab'Ngwenya:Hambani..Ningaphindenibuye

(leaveandnevercomeback)

.
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NOMVELO

ThefollowingmorningIwokeupandprepared

myselfforschool,Iwasstillveryworriedabout

myUncle.HeistheonlyfamilythatIhave,if

somethingcouldhappentohim Iwillbeall

alone.MyGrandmotherisoldtoo,shecandie

anytime.Idon'twannamentionNomsa

becauseshehasherownfamily,wenotblood

relatedandshemightleavewhensomething

happenstomyUncle..

Iknockedathisdoor,Ididn'tgetananswer.I



openedandwalkedin,hewassittingsome

smallsofathattheyhaveintheirbedroom.He

wasstarringatthecurtains,Ididn'tseeany

movementfrom him...

Me:Uncle

Hedidn'trespondtome.Iwalkeduptohim..

Me:Uncle

Ilookedathim,helookedtired.Allhisphysical

strengthwasgone,whateverthatishappening

tohim isdraininghim ofallhisstrength.I

crouchedandheldhishand..

Me:It'smeit'sNomvelo

Myheartbroke..

Me:Youhavetogetbetter..Youhavetoget

well

Myphonerang,Iletitringforawhilebefore

answeringit.ItwasNiso..

Me:Hello(sniffing)



Him:Ididn'tthinkthatyouweregoingto

answer,especiallyafterwhathappened

yesterday

Igotup..

Him:Howareyouholdingup?

Me:Heisnotgettingbetter,heisnoteven

trying

Iwipedmytears..

Him:I'llcomeoverlatertoseeyou

Me:Okay

Him:Iloveyou

Me:Iloveyoutoo

Ihungupandlookedathim onelasttime

beforewalkingout.OnmywaytothekitchenI

passedDanger,Nomsa,andsomeguythey

weresittingatthetable.

Nomsa:Velobabycomehere



Iwenttothem..

Me:What'sgoingon?

Nomsa:ThisisPhila..Heisaqueuemarshal

Phila:Kunjanisisi?(howareyou)

Me:I'm well

Nomsa:IwasexplainingtoPhilathatDanger

willtaketheropesforawhileinthetaxi

businesssinceyourUncleisnotaround

Me:Ohw..Okay

Phila:Idon'tunderstandwhyJJwouldn'tcall

Meandletmeknowaboutthis

Nomsa:Heisnotaroundandwon'tbearound

forawhilenow

Me:I'llseeyouguyslater

Nomsa:Okay..EnjoySchool

IwalkedouttomycarwhenDangercalledout

tome,Iunzippedmybagtogetmycarkeysbut



itfell.Iglancedatit..

Danger:Letmegetthatforyou

Hepickedupmybag..

Him:Idon'tthinkyoushouldbedriving..I'lldrive

you

Me:It'sokay

Him:VeloIwon'tforgivemyselfifsomething

happenedtoyou

Ileanedagainstthecarcrying..

Me:Idon'tknowwhatI'm goingtodoifmy

Uncledoesn'tgetbetter

Heputhishandonmyshoulder..

Him:I'm sorryVelobuteverythingisgoingtobe

okay

_

SNAZO

DawncametopickmeupIhadcalledhim last



nightandhewantedmetotagalong,hewas

goingtoperform anexorcism.IcalledShineto

tagalongtoo.

Dawnpassedmeafile..

Him:Thefileofthecharge

Itookitandopenedit,Ireadherinformationa

bitandthenproceededtothepictures.They

wereabitdisturbing,shehadscratchesonher

face,herhandsthenailswerebrokenandthere

wasbloodcloth.Herteethsomeofthem were

out,herlipsweredryandcracking.Shewas

veryskinnythanshehadbeenonherother

picturebeforethepossession.IpassedShine

thepictures,helookedatthem andwhistled..

Me:Whathappened?

Dawn:Doyouknowaspiritboard?

Me:Idon'tthinkso

Dawn:Shemessedaroundwithaspiritboard,



shewantedtocommunicatewithherdeadtwin

sister,butinsodoingsheforgottoclosethe

curtainthatseparatesourworldfrom the

supernaturalworldandthenandevilspirit

crossedover..Itpossessedher

Me:Anevilspirit?

Him:Yes..SheispossessedbySatanhimself

Me:Howdoyouknow?

Him:She'sviolent..Satanisanevilspiritthat

causeswrathorisresponsibleforwrathbefore

youexorcizeademonyouhavetoknowwhich

oneitisandyouhavetoexorcizeitwell.Ifyou

standfacetofacewithitandyoudon'tknow

whatitis,itcaneasilydefeatyou.Youhaveto

havecourage

Shine:Yho!Thisisscary

Me:Sowhatdowedowhenwegetthere?

Dawn:Weexorcize.Ihaveholywater,across



andthisbook

HehandedittomeIdidn'tunderstandthe

language..

Him:it'sinalanguagethatwillmakeiteasier

foryoutocommunicatewiththedemon,

sometimesEnglishdoesn'tworkbutSatan

understandsallthelanguagesso..

Shine:Whatyoudoisverypowerful

Dawn:AtfirstitusedtoscarebutnowIhave

growntoit

Idon'tknowifthiswasmycupoftea..

_

NOMSA

WhenIwasdonewithPhilaIwenttoJJ's

lawyer,weneededtotakeaboutafewthings..

Me:SorryifIam disturbingyou

Him:Actuallyyouhave30minbeforeIgoto



court

Me:Thankyou

Him:Wouldyoulikesomethingtodrink?

Me:NoI'm fine..Thankyou

Him:Sowhatbringsyouhere?

JonathanhasbeenJJ'slawyerforaverylong

timenow..

Me:Myhusbandhe..Hewantstochangehis

will

Jonathanlookedaround..

Him:Sowhereheishe?

Me:Yaheisnothereatthemomentbecause

heissick

Him:Sick?

Me:JonathanJJwantstogiveeverythingtome

Helaughed..



Him:That'sveryfunnybecauseJJgave

everythingtoNomvelo

Me:That'struebutnowbecauseofhis

sicknesshewantsmetohaveownershipof

everythinguntilNomvelohasmatured

Him:Nomveloisanadultnow

Me:IunderstandbutNomveloisdating

someonethatJJdoesn'tlikeandheisworried

YouknowhowJJis

Him:EitherwayJJmustcomeandchangehis

will,hehastosignunderoaththathegivesyou

ownership

Me:Okayhewilldothat

Him:Youwillcallandmakeanappointment

Me:Iwilldoso

Istoodup..

Me:HavealovelydayJonathan



Him:YoutooMrsNgcobo

_

SNAZO

Weparkedthecarclosetothefence,itwasa

gatedcommunity.WegotoutandIlookedthe

house,thesepeopledon'tlooklikethey

struggling..

Shine:Minangizoblomala..Lezintozenu

ngigrandngazo(Iwillstayhere,thesethingsof

yoursI'm goodwiththem)

Dawnlookedatme..

Me:He'sstayingbehind

Dawnnoddedaswemadeourwaytothe

intercom..

Me:Soforhowlonghaveyoubeendoingthis?

Him:Foralongtime

Hepressedthebuttonandafemalevoice



responded..

Her:Marshalresidencegoodmorning

Dawn:It'sDawnBaker..Themarshalfamilyis

expectingme

Her:Yessir..

Dawn:Probablythehelper

Thegateopenedandwemadeourwayin.

Me:Beautifulplace

Dawn:Yatheyfinancialstable

Wewenttothedoorandrangthebell,their

helperwelcomedusin..

Her:Thisway

Dawn:Thankyou

Sheledustothelivingroom..

Her:MrandMrsMarshalyouhaveavisitor

Wemadeourwayin.Theylookedsodistressed



andbroken,Ilookedaroundattheroom andthe

bigportraitthathungagainstthewallcaught

myeye..

Wesatdown.Thewifestartedtalking..

Her:Thankyouforcoming

Dawn:Ididn'tbringthecameracrew,Irespect

yourprivacyandnotwantingthewholeworldto

knowaboutyourDaughter

Her:Thankyou

Theportraitwasofthem andtheirtwo

Daughters,theywereidenticaltwins..

Dawn:Thisismypartner..Snazo

Igreetedthem..

Dawn:Pleaseletmeinonwhathappened

Wife:My..

Sheclosedhereyesandtearsfell..

Herhusbandhuggedher..



Him:It'sokay

Theportraitreallycaughtmyattention,there

wassomethingthatwasoffwithit.

Husband:Myuhm..Afewmonthsagowehada

terribleaccidentmyotherDaughterpassedon.

Nellystruggledtocomeintotermswithher

sister'sdeath

Dawn:Whathappenedafter?

Husband:Idon'tknowhowandwhotoldher

thatyoucancommunicatewithyourlovedone

whohaspassedonthroughaspiritboard.She

boughtoneandwenttohersister'sgraveto

speaktoher

Dawn:Didshespeaktoher?

Him:No..Shedidn't

Dawn:Whendidherbehaviourstartedchanging?

Him:afewdaysaftertheincidentwiththespirit

board..AtfirstIthoughtthatshewasjustangry



andhurtbyhersister'spassingbutunusual

thingsstartedhappening

Dawn:Unusualthingslikewhat?

Him:Atnightshewouldscratchthewall,she

wouldbangherheadagainstthewall,she

startedspeakinginalanguagethatIdidn't

understandandshestartedbeingveryviolent

Wife:Wetookhertothehospitaltheyhada

psychiatristdotests,nothinghelpeduntilNelly

tolduswhatshedidandIknewthatitwas

somethingspiritual..Pleasehelpus,Ican'tlose

myDaughteragain

Dawn:I'lltrymybest..Canweseeher?

Wife:Ofcourse

Theyledthewayandwefollowed,theyledusto

thebasement.Itwasdark..

Wife:Wehavebeenkeepingherhere

Dawn:Iunderstand



Wife:Idon'twannagodownthere,Ican'tsee

herlikethat

Dawn:It'sokay

Dawnlookedatme..

Dawnareyouready?

Inodded.Wehadthecrosswithus,theholy

water,andthebook.

Dawn:Canyoupleasegetussomesalt?

Wife:Uhm..Yes

Wewalkedintothebasementitwasverydark

andithadanawfulsmell.Thewindowwas

blindedsothatnosuncamein...Ihadunusual

soundsbeforeIsawher,shewasstrappedtoa

bed.Shedidn'tlookappeasing,allthose

scratchesandbruises..

Shequicklyturnedherhead,I'm surprisedshe

didn'tsnapherneck..

Her:Who'sthere?(shespokeinadeepvoice)



Dawnshowedhisface,andthenshelaughed..

Her:OhhhDawn!..DawnBakertheExorcist!!

Dawn:Inaflesh

Shestartedsniffing..

Her:Niceyoubroughtfreshmeat!

DawnlookedatmeandIgotabitcloser,she

lookedatme..

Dawn:Thisisafriendofmine..

Her:Snazo..

Iwastaken..

Her:Iknoweverything,Iam everything

Shereallylookedscary..

Her:HaveyoucheckeduponyourBrotherlately?

Me:Excuseme?

Her:YourBrotherhassoldhissoultome!

Iwasconfused..



Her:Ahhhyoudidn'tknow?

Dawn:don'tlethim gettoyou

Her:Allthosesoulshiskilling..

Shestartedlaughing..

Her:Icouldmakehim areeper

Dawn:Listen!!!

ShelookedatDawnandblinkedafewtimes..

Dawn:Iam heretochaseyouout,youdon't

belonghere

Her:Reallynow?(smiling)

Dawn:YouknowIdon'tplaygames

Shestartedlaughing..

Her:Youcan'texorcizemeDawn

Dawn:YesIcan

Her:Youcan't!Everyboneinherbodyisbroken

I'm theonlythingkeepingheralive,ifIgoshe



dies!Doyoureallywantherdeathinyourhands?

Dawn:Iwouldratherhaveherdeadthanhave

youdothistoher

Her:Letthegamesbeginthen,butfirstyou

havetountieme

Dawn:withpleasure

Me:Don't..Don'tuntiehim

Her:Ohhhtheamateurissayingsomething

Dawn:it'sokay..Hecan'thurtus

Helper:Ihavethesalt

Me:I'llgoandgetit

Iwenttotakethesaltfrom her..

Me:Thankyou

Iwentbacktothem.Shestartedlaughing..

Her:Salt?ComeonDawnyoucandobetter

thanthat!!



SheraisedherhandupandsentDawnflying

acrosstheroom.Sheuntiedherotherhandand

legs,IstoodtherenotknowingwhatIshoulddo.

Shemadeherwaytome..

Me:Dawn!!!!!

Sheraisedherhandagainandpinnedme

againstthewall,withouteventouchingme.

Her:Doyourememberme?YouandIhavehad

alotofencounterswithoutevenyounoticing,

I'm gladthatwecanfinallytalk.Facetoface!

.
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Icouldn'tmove,Iwaspinnedagainstthewall.

Myfeetweredangling,shedidn'tevenhaveany

physicalcontactwithmebutsomehowIfelta



strongforcepinningmeagainstthewall.She

justhadherhandraisedupatme.Iwastrying

sohardtostretchmyhandandthrowthesaltat

herbutIcouldn't,thesaltendedupfallingonits

own..

Her:Youseriouslythinksaltwillhaveaneffect

onme,youdon'tevenknowwhyit'susedyou

stupidboy!!

Me:You..Youcan't..Youcan'tkillme..

Shelaughedanditfeltliketherewasan

earthquakeintheroom,itrumbled..

Her:IcankillyouorbetteryetIcaneven

possessyou

Shemovedabitcloser..

Her:Youdon'tevenhaveaclueonwhat'sgoing

on..Nomakethatyoudon'tevenbelieve

Me:idobelieve

Him:Youcanfoolthem butyoucan'tfoolme!!..



Shestarredatmerightonmychestandmy

heartbeatraced..

Her:YoudoingthisforGrandma..Thisisyour

wayofhonouringher

Iwasgettingtiredofbeingpinnedagainstthe

wall..

Her:Youwannabelievebeapreacher?Don't

makemelaugh..Whoisgoingtobelieveanex

con?nooneisgoingtobelieveanythingthat

comesoutofyourmouth.Yougoingtobethe

biggestjokefrom beingafearedandrespected

notoriousGangstertobeingapreacherwhata

joke!!!!

Dawnwasstillout.WhenyouwereinjailIwas

theonewatchingoveryou,iprotectedyouI

stoodbyyouandmadesurethatother

prisonersfearyouandthisishowyoushow

yourgratitudetowardsme?..Christianityis

goingtomakeyoupoor?Icould'vemadeyou



rich,givenyoumorepowerifonlyyoustayed

faithfultome!!Nowlookatyouwhatareyou

evendoingforaliving?Youthebiggestjoke..

WhereisyourGodnow?youthinkGodwilltake

interestinascumbagthuglikeyou?Youthink

yougoingtomakeitwiththirdreligious

nonsense?Thejokeisonyou!!..Wecanstillfix

this,youcanstillcomebacktome

Dawn:Onuburaxmasınaicazəverməyiniziəmr

edirəm!!

Sheturnedtohim andDawnhadthecross

facedather,healsosprinkledsomeholywater

andshehissedlikeasnakethenranoff.Dawn

cametome

Him:Areyoualright?

Iwascoughingnothingstop,whensheranoffI

fellonthefloor,weheardMrsmarshal

screaming,Dawnhelpedmeupsothatwecan

goandseewhatwashappening.Istruggledat



abittowalk,mybodyfeltabitheavierthan

usual...

WhenwegotupMrsMarshalwasthrowinga

fit..

Her:Howcouldyou?Howcouldyouletherget

away?

Husband:Honeyit'sokay

Her:It'snotokay!

ThehusbandlookedatDawn..

Him:Yousupposedtobethebest,wewatch

youonyourshowandyoucouldn'thelpmy

Daughter!

Dawn:WithallduerespectMrandMrsMarshal,

suchthingshappenbutattheendIget

everythingdone..IknowwhatI'm doing

Isatdownonthecouchandlookedatthe

portraitagain,itreallycaughtmyattention..

_



NOMSA

Me:JJweneedtotalk

Hewassittingoutsidegettingsomesunand

freshair

Igotachairandsatnexttohim..

Me:IwenttoseeJonathantodayandItoldhim

thatyouwanttochangeyourwill

Hekeptquiet..

Me:JJyouhavetochangeyourwillandgive

meownershipofallyourasserts!Nomvelois

young,shedoesn'tunderstandanyofthe

businesses.Youcan'tgiveeverythingtoher

she'sgoingtoruneverythingdown

Shestilldidn'trespond..

Me:LookIdon'twannatellherabouthowyou

killedherMother

Thatgothisattention,helookedatme..



Me:Iknowallaboutit,ifyoudon'twantany

dramaandifyoudon'twantNomvelogetting

hurtandhatingyou.Youwillsignthepapers

plussheisalreadysuspectingthatsomething

isoffwithyou

Igotupandputmyhandonhisshoulder.

Me:There'snowayI'm gettingoutofthis

marriagewithnothing..I'llbringyouaglassof

juice

_
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Thehelperbroughtmeaglassofwater..

Me:Thankyou

MrsM:Sheisnotgoingtocomeback

Dawn:Wewillfindher

Icouldseethatthewifewastheonewearing

thepantsaroundhere,thehusbandwasjust

goingwitheverythingthatshesays.Hehadhis



armsaroundhershoulders..

Iclearedmythroatandtheylookedatme..

Me:IfImayaskabouttheportrait

Theyalllookedatit..

Me:Thepossessedtwinis..?

Husband:Nelly..She'stheonewhoisstanding

inthemiddleandthenAshleyistheonesitting

down.Theonethatpassedonfrom thetragic

accident

Me:Allofthem werestandingupinthatportrait

exceptforAshleythedeceasedtwin,shewas

sittingdownonachairandtheywerestanding

behindher.TheMotherhadputherhandson

hershoulders,somethingwasoff,shewasout

offocus.Theywereallstarringatthecamera

butshewasn'tdirectlystarringatthecamera

Me:Somethingaboutthispainting..Whyis

Ashleytheonlyonesittingdownandshe'sout



offocus,nomovementwhatsoeverfrom the

facialmuscles.Allofyouhavecurvedsmiles

buthersheis..

MrsM:Myonlysurvivingdaughter..Nomyonly

survivingchildhasranoff,sheisoutthere

becauseyoutwocouldn'tdoyourjobandyou

wannaaskmeaboutthestupidpainting?

Husband:Honey

Dawn:I'llbedamned!

Her:Youknowwhatifyoudon'tfindmy

daughterIwillmakeyoupay,I'm goingto

tarnishyourreputation!!

Husband:Honeycalm down

Shetooktheglassofwineanddrankfrom it

again..

Dawn:Ashleywasalreadydeadinthatportrait

wasn'tshe?That'swhyshe'soutoffocus,that's

whyshecan'tstaredirectlyintothecamera.



That'swhyyouhaveyourhandsonher

shoulders,youbalancinghersothatshe

doesn'tfall

Me:What?

Dawn:Ashleydidn'tdiefrom acaraccident,she

hungherselfyoucanseetheligaturemarks

aroundherneck.Shecommittedsuicide

becausethedemonorthedevilratherthatboth

ofyousignedadealwithstartedtormentingher

first,shecouldn'ttakeitandshekilledherself

thenitmovedtoNelly.Itwaseasytogetto

Nellybecauseshewasvulnerable,shewasvery

brokenbyhersister'ssuddenpassing

Thewifestoodup..

Her:Getoutofmyhouse!!

Iwasshocked..Iwasveryshocked.Iwasthe

onetostandupfirstandwalkout,whileDawn

keptonarguingwiththem..

Dawn:Whatdealdidyoumakewiththedevil?



Her:Isaidgetout!!

ImademywaytoShine..

Shine:k'hambani?(What'sgoingon)

Me:Iwannagetoutofhere..I'veseenalot

already

Hewasleaningagainstthecar,thenhisfocus

shifted..

Shine:Whoisthat?

IturnedbackanditwasNelly,shewas

wanderingaroundatthebackbythetrees..

Me:That'sthemissingDaughter

ShineandImadeourwayin,andshejust

vanished.Welookedforherallaroundending

bythetreesbutwecouldn'tfindher..

Shine:Endengimbonilela(Isawherhere)

IlookedaroundandthenIheardherhissing,

shehadclimbedontopofthetree.Shefellon



Shine,sheperfectlybalancedherselfonhis

backwithherhandsaroundhisneck..

Her:Iwillsnaphisneck

ShinelookedscaredandIstartedgettingabit

scaredtoo..

Her:I'llcomefortheonesyoucareabout,I'llkill

them onebyone

Shinecouldn'tmove..

Shine:Ntwanakwenzakalani?(What's

happening)

Hisvoicewasbreaking,hewasprettyscared...

Shine:NazodosomethingNtwanaorles'lwane

sizong'bhodisa(dosomethingorthisanimalis

goingtokillme)

Ididn'tknowwhattodo,Idon'tknowtheBible.I

don'tknowhowtopray,Idon'tknowanything

aboutdemonsandthesupernatural..

Itriedtogetcloserbutsheslightlyturned



Shine'shead..

Shine:Ntwana..

Tearswereatthevergeoffallingfrom him..

Iclosedmyeyesandtriedtoconnectwiththe

innervoicethatalwaystalkstome..

"Beloved.."

Me:Idon'tknowwhattodo

Shine:Nazo..DosomethingNtwana

"BeholdBeloved!Igiveyoutheauthorityto

trempleonserpentsandscorpions,andoverall

thepoweroftheenemy.Nothingshallbyany

meanshurtyou!Luke10vs19(kingJames

version)"

Itwasinriddles,Icouldn'treallyunderstand

much..

Me:Idon'tunderstand..

"CourageBeloved...Joshua1"



Iopenedmyeyesandlookedatthem,Shine

couldn'tkeepupanylonger..

ThefollowingwordsthatIspoke,Ifeltthem

comingfrom deepwithin..

Me:"Andwarbrokeoutinheaven,Michaeland

hisAngelsfoughtwiththedragon,thedragon

andhisAngelsfoughtbackbuttheydidnot

prevail.Norwasaplacefoundforthem in

heavenanylonger"

Shegotdownfrom Shineandhissedwhile

movingbackwards..

Me:"Sothegreatdragonwascastout,that

serpentofoldcalledthedevilandSatan,who

deceivesthewholeworld"

Imovedtowardstheserpentasshemoved

backwards,Ihadattractedabitofattention

becauseDawnandtheparentswerenowout..

MrsM:Nelly!!



SheattemptedtogotoherbutDawnheldher

back..

Me:"Nowsalvationandstrengthandthe

kingdom ofourGod,andthenpowerofhis

Christhavecome,fortheaccuserofour

brethren,whoaccusedthem beforeGodday

andnighthasbeencastdown(NewKing

Jamesversion)"

Serpent:No!!!!!!!!!!!!

Me:Andtheyovercamehim bythebloodofthe

lamb,andbythewordoftheirtestimony

Revelations12vs7-11"

Shetoreheralreadytorndress..

Serpent:No!!!!!!!!!

MrsM:Nelly!!

Me:Youhavenopower..Youwerealready

defeated,youjustashadowofwhatyouused

tobe!Ihavebeengivenauthorityoveryou!



Departandgobacktowhereyoubelong!!

Shescreamedonelasttimeandfelldownon

thegroundwithoutsayinganything..Everyone

wasjusttaken,sheopenedhereyesandlooked

atherparents..

Her:Ifeelfreenow

SheclosedhereyesandthenIsawherspirit

departingfrom herlilfelessbody.Herspirit

lookedatme,shewasglowing..

Her:Idon'tfeelcapturedanymore,Ifeelfree.I

don'tfeeltroubledanymorebythatevilspirit

Shesmiledatme..

Her:Thankyou

Shethenshimmered..

HerMotherwentandkneltnexttoherbody

cryingveryloud..

MrsM:Nellynotyoutoo!!!..WhathaveIdone??

(Crying)



Ithensawtheblackentitythatworearobe,

standingbehindtheMother.Helookedatme

thoughIcouldn'tseehisfaceclearlybuthis

eyeswerered..

Him:Yenəgörüşəcəyik!(weshallmeetagain)

Thenhedisappeared..

.
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LateronatnightShineandIwenttoGaziboto

haveafewbeers,theplanwastohaveafew

beersbutwhathappenedtodayshookbothof



us.Weendedupsittingquietlyandglancing

downattheDumpies.Approximatelyaminute

passedwithoutbothofussayinganything..

Shine:Yazilezintozamadimonibengithiizinto

abathusangazoabantuemChurch(Ithought

demonsweresomethingthattheyscared

peoplewithatchurch)

Me:Izintoezikhona(it'sthingsthatexist)

Him:Yaukubonaloyamntwanaanjalotjerrr

(seeingthatgirlinthatmanner)

Me:Yathisismycalling

Him:AngaliIsupportyouNtwanabutlezinto

zamadimoninaaangikhiphekuzo(Isupport

youandeverythingbutanythinginvolving

demonsexcludemefrom that)

Ichuckled..

Him:MarauyistarringNtwana..Minanever

Me:Yait'samazinghowlifeis



Hetookasiponhisbottleandthenhestood

up..

Him:letmegoforasmokenyana..

Ngiyazwakala

Me:Sure

Heleft.ItookoutmyphoneandIhadmissed

callsfrom Mantwa,Icalledher..

Her:Hey

Me:Hey

Her:Howareyou?

Me:I'm goodandyou?

Her:I'm good

Me:Igotyourmissedcalls

Her:Iwascheckinguponyou,andhowyou

doing

Me:I'm doingwell

Her:Iactuallypassedbyatyourplacetoday



Me:YaIwasn'taround

Her:Atleastyoucalled

Me:Howwaswork?

Her:Workwasfine..Whatwereyouuptoo

Me:Nothingmuchjustrunningafewerrands

Her:Ohokay

Me:Maybetomorrowafterworkwecangoout

fordinner

Her:I'dlikethat

Me:I'llcallyouagaintomorrowmorning

Her:Iloveyou

Me:Metoo

Her:Night

Me:Night

Ihungup.Idon'tknowwhybutIam notfeeling

Mantwaatall,Idon'tfeelanythingforher.Itried



searchingmyheartbutnothing,Idon'tthink

thatIloveherasmuchasshelovesmewhich

makesitabitdifficulttobewithher.Itookmy

bottlefrom thetable,justwhenIwasaboutto

drinkmyeyeslandedonsomeonethatIdidn't

expecttosee.Itwasthatgirl,thenonethatI

sawtheotherday.Theonethatwantedto

commitsuicide,Iguesssheneverdid.Iputthe

bottledownandmademywaytoher..

_

NOMVELO

Havingsexrightnowjusttookmymindoff

things,ittookmymindfrom whatwas

happeningwithmyUncle.Ifelthiswarm breath

againstmyneck,myhandswererunningall

overhisbody.Iwasenjoyingeverymomentof

havinghim deepinsideofme.Nisodidkeephis

promise,hecametoseemeandwechilledin

myroom whileNomsacookeddinnerthenone

thingledtoanotherandweendedupmaking



love.Hekissedmeonmycheek,thenmychin

andendinguponmylips.

Heincreasedhispacewhilemoaning,untilhe

came.Wehadusedacondom.

Hecollapsedontopofmewhilecatchinghis

breath,sodidI..

Afterawhilehegotoffmeandthenlaidonhis

backwhileremovingthecondom andcarefully

tyingitup.Ilaidmyheadonhischestandhe

wrappedhishandsonme..

Him:Areyouokay?

Me:I'm okay

Hekissedmeonmyforehead..

Me:Iloveyou

Him:Iloveyoutoo

Atleastwitheverythingthat'shappeningIstill

havehim,andheisalwayshereforme..



_
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Iclearedmythroatandshelookedatme.

Me:Hello

Her:Hello

Me:CanIsithere?

Her:Onlyifyougoingtobuymeadrink

Isatdown..

Me:Iwasactuallysittingovertherewithmy

friend

Her:uShine?

Me:Ya..

Her:OkayIsawyouguys

Me:Snazo

Her:Busi..HowcomeIdon'tknowyou?

Me:Ialsodon'tknowyou



(Silence)

Me:Sowhatareyoudoingherealone?

Ilookedaround..

Me:Akusiyindawointombazanaengezaiyione

especiallyebusuku(It'snotaplacewereagirl

shouldcomealone,especiallyatnight)

Shelaughed..

Her:It'stheonlyplacewereIcanunwind,plus

ekhayakulaphaekhoneni(myhouseistheone

atthecorner)

ShewasdrinkingReddsdry..

Shewasn'tevenwearingajerseyinthiscold

weather,justasleevelessshortdress.

Sheexhaledandglanceddownatherbottle..

Me:Goinghomeanytimesoon?

Shelookedatme..

Her:kahlekahleufunani?(whatdoyouwant)



Iwasconcerned.Seeingyouheresittingall

alone,anyguycancomeandtakeyoukaforce..

Shekeptquiet..

Me:Letmewalkyouhome..Thisisnoplacefor

agirllikeyou

Sheshookherheadnoandhereyesfilledwith

tears..

Her:I'dratherbeherethanekhaya

Me:Why

Shekeptquiet..

Me:SometimesIfindtalkingtoastranger

betterthansomeoneyouknow,astranger

doesn'tjudgethatmuchthanPeoplewhoknow

youandyoursituation

Shechuckledandwipedhertears..

Me:Peoplewhoknowyoujudgeyourcharacter

theybecomebiasbutstrangersjudgethe

situationbecausetheydon'tknowyou



(Silence)

Her:ekhayawe..Ihavetwosisters,Iam the

secondbornandmyMotherdoesn'ttreatme

right

Me:inwhatway?

Her:Shehatesme...EversinceIfellpregnant

whileatschoolshestartedhatingme

Me:That'ssad

Sheshowedmeascaronherarm..

Her:Lastyearshestabbedme,Ihaveafew

otherscarstoofrom her..MyownMother

stabbingme

Me:I'm sorry

Her:Itriedtobeagoodchild..Iwenttochurch,

Idon'tparty,neverusedtodrink.Iwasmostly

indoorsandI..Ijustscrewedupandfell

pregnantwhilemybigSisterhasthreekidsand

myMothernevertreatedherlikethis



Me:WhathappenedtoyourFather?

Her:K'dalawashona(helongpassedon)

Me:Ubabawomntwana?(yourbabydaddy)

Her:Thatone..HebailedoutthedayItoldhim

thatIwaspregnant

Me:Sowheredoyougetmoneytobuyalcohol?

Her:Mybaby'sSassamoneysometimesIjust

stealmoneyfrom mymom'spurseormy

sisters

Shechuckledagain..

Her:Youjustdon'tknowhowevilthatwomanis,

Idoeverything.Iclean,Icook,Ievendotheir

laundrybut..

Sheshookherheadno..

Her:YouknowIhavebeensuicidalforawhile

now,Idon'tknowwhenI'm goingtodoit

Me:IfIheardcorrectly..Yougotochurch?



Her:Usedtoo..I'm notabelieveranymore.Ifmy

Mom ahardcoreChristiancanbethatevil,I

don'tknow.Idon'tbelieveinchurchanymore

Me:Youknowthedevilmostlyusespeople

closetoustobreakusdown,Ibelievethatyour

Motherlovesyouifshedidn'tIwouldn'tbe

talkingtoyourightnow.Shegavebirthtoyou

andraisedyou,ifshedidn'twantyou,she

would'veabortedyouorgaveyouupfor

adoption

ShedrankherRedds..

Me:Thedeviljustgotinyourrelationshipwith

herbecauseheknewthatifyourMothercould

turnagainstyouthenhewouldhavegottenyou

wherehewantedyou.Afterall,wenotfighting

againstHumanbeingsbutagainstthewicked

spiritualforcesintheheavenlyworld,rulers,

authorities,and..

Her:Cosmicpowersofthisdarkage



Inodded..

Me:Youdoingitallwrongthough..Insteadof

fightingthedevilthatgotinbetweenyouguys,

youfightingwithher.That'swhathewants..

Whereyouarenowiswherehewantsyou,the

devilwouldnothesitatetogofarinmakingsure

thathebreaksyoudownsothatyouwouldnot

reachyourdestiny.Killingyourself,youwould

begivinghim theupperhand.That'swhathe

wants,todestroyyoubeforeyoureachyour

destiny

Her:Idon'tknowwhy..I'vebeenpraying,it'slike

Goddoesn'thearme,I'vebeenwaitingonhim

Me:Maybewhileyouwaitingforhim heisalso

waitingforyou..Waitingforyoutotrusthim in

yourdarkestdays

Iextendmyhandtohers..

Me:Look..

ImmediatelywhenItouchedher,shelitup..



Me:Aslongaswestilllivinginthisworldthe

devilwillneverstoptormentingus,allwehave

todoisfightbackthebestwayweknowhow

andyoucan'tleadthisfightaloneyouhaveto

trustinGod,praylikeyouhaveneverprayed

beforebutmostofall..Dotheoppositeofwhat

thedevilexpectsyoutodo,standfirm whenhe

expectsyoutofall.Alcoholisneverasolution

towhatyougoingthrough,gettingdownon

yourkneesshouldbeyourgreatestweapon,

trustinghim onhiswordishowyouwillget

throughthis

Iletgoofherhandandshewaswetwithtears..

Me:WhenyougohomeIwantyoutoapologize

toyourMotherforeverything,apologizefor

whatshethinkswasadisappointmentandthat

ishavingababywhenyouwereyoungandstill

inschool,evenifshedoesn'ttakeyourapology

it'sfine.Theneverynightwhenyougotobed

afterprayingaffirm thesewordsdeepwithin



you"MyMotherlovesme,bydevinepowerour

relationshiphasnowbeenmadepeaceful"

whenyouwakeupagainaffirm thosewords,

affirm thosewordseachtimewhenthedevil

wantstolietoyoubyshowingyouyour

Mother'smistakesandhowshehastreatedyou.

KeeponaffirmingthosewordsandIam certain

thatwhenwemeetagain,youwillbeadifferent

personandinadifferentplace.Istoodupand

tookoffmysweater.

Me:Here

Iwentandputhisoverher..

Me:Thisjacketatthispresentmoment,it

representsthewarmthofGod'shandsuponyou,

itrepresentshishandsprotectingyouand

shelteringyouagainsttheenemy.Youwillgive

itbacktomewhenwemeetagain,don'tforget

Ephesians6(ThewholearmorofGod)

Shine:Nazo..As'vaye(Let'sgo)



Me:UntilwemeetagainBusisiwe..You'retruly

blessedyoujustdon'tknowityet

_

NISO

WewentdowntohavedinnerwithNomvelo's

Aunt..

Velo:WhereisUncle?

Nomsa:JJtookhim tothepharmacymarathey

shouldbebacknow

Shelookedatme..

Her:Youveryhandsome

Me:Thankyou

Her:Howdoyoudoit?Don'tgirlsthrow

themselvesatyou?

Nomvelolookedatme..

Me:Err..Mostlyatschoolitdoeshappen

Velo:Andwhatdoyousay?



Me:Jealousmuch?

Isqueezedhercheek..

Me:Trustme..Youhavenothingtoworryabout

Myphonerang,itwasmysupplier..

Me:Ihavetotakethis..Excuseme

Iwalkedtothekitchentoanswer..

Me:Gerald

Him:DidIcatchyouatabadtime?

Me:Sortof

Him:Iwantedtocheckifyouneedmerchandise,

I'm gettingmerchandisetomorrow

Me:I'm good..I'llcallyou

Him:Alrightsharp

Ihungup.ThedooropenedandthenJJwalked

inwithNomvelo'sUncle..

Danger:Niso



Me:BraDanger

Him:Kunjani?(howareyou)

Me:I'm goodcan'tcomplain

IlookedatJJ..

Danger:Whereiseveryone?

Me:Diningroom

Danger:Alright..Goodtoseeyouman

Me:Goodtoseeyoutoo

HepassedfirstandwhenIwasabouttofollow,

JJgrabbedmyarm andIlookedathim..

Him:Whateverhappenstomepleasetakecare

ofmyNiece

Ilookedathishandthathadatightgriponme..

.
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AMONTHLATER

Iturnedandlookedather,shewaspeacefully

sleepingnexttome.Mantwahasinvestedtoo

muchofherfeelingsandheartinthis

relationship,Itriedtomeetherhalfwaybut

deepdownIfeelnothingforher.Ihaveoptedin

breakingthingsoffwithherforawhilenow,but

Idon'twanttohurther.Idon'twanttobe

anotherguythatshe'sgoingtocryoverevery

nightthatIbrokeherheart,Iam inatightspot.I

don'tknowwhattodo.Idon'tthinkIhaveever

hadagirlwholovesmethismuch,Mantwajust

tookmeasIam andwithallthatIhave.It's

evenmoredifficultnowbecausethecarwash

businessisn'tgoingwell,ShineandIhadtofind

otherwaystomakeendsmeetwestillclean.

WhenIacceptedJesusChristasmypersonal

LordandsavouirafewweeksbackPastor



Mdluligavemehisoldsmallbakkieasagift

andithelpsusalot,especiallywithournew

business.Weputceramictiles,ceiling,wedo

plumbing,cleanyardsintownetc.Wehavethis

guyThembafrom churchheisourpartnerand

actuallyheistheonewhotaughtushowtoput

tiles,doplumbingandallthat.It'shisspecialty.

ThensometimeswhenbusinessisquietIhelp

Dawnhereandtherewithexorcismsandsince

hisshowisonTvwhenhegetshispaycheck

hegivesmesomethingtoo.Yesyoureadthat

right,IhadacceptedtheLordJesusandIalso

gotbaptized.Mylifestyleisslowlybutsurely

changing,Idon'tmeanthatasiflikenowI'm a

Saint.No..I'm human,IsinbutItrymybestto

liveright.Iam verymuchintactwiththeholy

spiritwhoguidesmemostofthetime.Ihaven't

beenordainedapreacherjustasyet,Idon't

thinkI'm spirituallymaturetoherdlostsheeps

(Church)butIbelievethatsoonIwillbeone

whenI'm readyandwhenGodsaysit'stime..



IkissedheronherforeheadandthenIgotout

ofbed,Mantwawouldmakeagoodwifeanda

goodpillarofstrength.Imeansheisaborn

againChristianandshelivesfortheLord,she

understandsthislifeIhavenodoubtthatshe

wouldbeperfectbutthenagainIdon'tthinkI

loveher.Wehavebeengoingoutforawhile

now,IthoughtthatmaybealongthewayIwill

starthavingfeelingsforherbutstillnothing...

IputonmysweatpantsandsleepersthenI

mademywaytothemainhouse,from the

kitchenIcouldhearGuguandNisofighting.I

don'tknowknowwhat'sgottenintoNiso,he

haschangedandnotinagoodmanner.Heis

alwaysfightingwithGugu,heisdisrespectful,

fullofhorseshitanddoesn'ttreatusright

anymore.Imademywaytothelivingroom..

Me:What'sgoingon?

Theybothlookedatme..



Gugu:Hewantstomoveout

Me:What?

Gugu:Tellhim thathecan'tmoveout!

Niso:Whythefucknot?

Gugu:Youarethelastborn!Thishouseisyours,

Snazomightleavesoontogethisownplace

whatifsomethinghappenstome?Whois

goingtolookafterthishouse?

Niso:Wegoingtosellit!

Gugu:Areyoumad?Youcan'tsellafamily

house!

Niso:WhatmustIdobecauseIdon'twantit!!

Snazocanlivehere,Idoubthisgoinganywhere

Me:Whatdoesthatmean?

Him:Welllet'ssee..WithyournewPastorlife

whatevershithellitis,youbeenonareal

struggleand..



Imademywaytohim..

Me:Whatdidyoujustsay?

Gugu:WenotgoingtofightBoys..Atleastnot

today!

Niso:IneedNomvelotocomeandvisitme

whenevershewantstoo

Gugu:Nomveloisalwayswelcomehere

Nisochuckled..

Niso:Yeahwhateverukuhlalanawe

akusimnandinex!(livingwithyouisnotniceat

all)

Gugu:YaziI'm tiredoffightingwithyouNiso..

Kwenzakalaningawe?(What'swithyou)

Niso:Ngifunaukuhambanjekphela(Ijustwant

toleave)

Me:Wherewillyougetmoneyfrom?Being

independentisnoteasy



Niso:Ihavemoney

Me:Wheredidyougetit?

Niso:It'smybusiness

Me:Areyouintosomethingillegal?

Niso:Whydoyoucare?

Me:Icarebecause..

Niso:EyyNazong'hlike,younotmyfather!Your

constantblubberingisstartingtoirritateme,

yousoundlikeanoldmarriedhag!

Ilostit,Iwentuptohim andstartedpunching

him..

Gugu:Nazostop!!!

Wewentdownonthefloorstillfighting,Igoton

him andstartingpunchinghim repeatedlyuntil

Gugupulledmeup..

Gugu:Isaidstopit!!!

Ilookedathim andhewasbleedingthroughhis



noseandmouth,hewipedoffthebloodfrom

hisnoseandstartedlaughing..

Him:SoomuchforlivingtheChristianlife!

Hegotup..

Him:Deepdownyouwillalwaysbearuthless

thug

Itriedchargingathim againbutGugustopped

me..

Gugu:Leavehim!!

Helookedatusandthenhewalkedaway,Ifelt

likekillinghim!

_

NOMSA

Istoodnexttohisbedwhileholdingthebig

envelope,hejustlookedatmeandsaidnothing.

Poorthingheisjustavegetablenow.Hehada

strokeaweekback,whateverthatishappening

withJJissomethingbig.Whoeverbewitched



him knewexactlywhattheyweredoing.Hehad

claimedtobeseeinghissisterVictoriaandlast

weekhepanickedwhenhe"Saw"heragainand

thenhefell,washitbyastrokethatlefthisleft

sidecompletelyparalyzed.Poorsoul,Ithinkhe

realizesnowthathisnumberisup..

Jonathanmadehiswayin..

Jonathan:SorrythatIam late

Me:Youdon'thavetoapologize

HelookedatJJ..

Him:Howishe?

Me:Heis..Wellhewillpullthroughsometime

Henodded..

Me:Letmenotkeepyouwaiting

Ihandedhim theenvelope,heopeneditand

tookoutthewill.Hereadit..

(After1min)



Jonathan:Everythinggoestoyou?

Me:OhyesNomvelowillonlyget10k,trustme

it'senoughforher

Jonathan:Idon'tfeelcomfortablewiththis

Me:MyHusbandandIdiscussedthisbeforehe

hadthestroke,JJdoesn'ttrustNomvelo's

boyfriendandNomvelodoesn'tknowanything

aboutthefamilybusinessessheisstillyoung

andshewillsinktheboat

JonathanlookedatJJ..

Jonathan:I..

HeclearedhisthroatandlookedatJJ..

Jonathan:Areyousureaboutthis?

Me:Iam thebestoptionforthis,plusIam his

wifeandI'llmakesurethatNomveloiswell

takencareofIloveher.She'slikeadaughterto

me..

IlookedatJJandheslowlyraisedhisrightarm,



Ipassedhim thepen.

Jonathan:I'm notgoingtodothis,Idon't

believeJJisupforthisyouforcinghim and

takingadvantageofhissickness

Me:VerywellthenJonathan..Iam surethat

yourwifewillbeverythrilledtoknowaboutyour

otherlifestyleyouknowprivatehotelrooms,

uhm abitofactioninyourcar

Him:Areyouthreateningme?

Me:Iwouldn'tdream ofit

Helookedatme..

Me:Lethim signsweetie

HelookedatJJandthenhandedhim thewill,

hetoldhim wheretosignandmadesurethat

hesignsitcorrectlyandprecisely..

Jonathan:Wellyouhavegiveneverythingto

yourwife..Thisisyournewwill

Me:ThankyouJonathan..I'llkeepyour



businesscardincaseIneedsomethingelse

Hewalkedaway..

Me:NotsofastSir..Theoldwillplease

Heopenedhisbriefcaseandgaveittome..

Him:Youatwistedevilbitch!!

Me:Eeeuuuu!!Thatjustturnedmeon

Heclickedhistongueandwalkedaway.I

lookedatJJ..

Me:Nomvelowillneverfindoutthetruth,you

madetherightchoice

_

SNAZO

Gugugavemeacloththathadicecubesinit..

Her:Here..Foryourhand

Me:Thankyou

Shesatdownacrossme,weweresittingatthe



kitchentable..

Her:SinceMadied..Idon'tknowwhat's

happeningwiththisfamily,wealwaysfighting

andIam tired

Ilookedatmyknucklestheywerered..

Her:Youshouldn'tlethim gettoyouthismuch

attheendoftheday,heisstillyourBrother

Iexhaled..

Gugu:Rememberwhenwewerewatching

PastorJoelOsteenyesterday..Remember

whenhesaid"Sleepon,Godgotthis"

Me:Iheardhim butinthissituationwedon't

havetosleepon,wehavetobewideawake

becausesomethingisverywrongwithyourSon!

Gugu:Nisohasalwaysbeenstubbornandhe

hasalwayshadatempereversinceyoustarted

beingscarcearoundhere

Nisoshowedup,hewasalldressedup.He



didn'tsayanythinghejustwalkedoutandleft

usthere..Ithrewtheclothonthetable..

Me:Idon'tknowanymore..Isthishowitis?I

turnmylifearoundonlytohavemyBrotherbe

myenemyinreturn?

Gugu:Snazo..

Istoodup..

Me:Ihavetogo..I'llseeyoulater

Ireallydidn'tgetwhatwashappening..

_

NOMVELO

Mostofmymatesseem happy,Ilookedatthe

noticeboardandIgot28%.Thisisthesecond

modulethatIflunkedon..

Power:OhhmywordIgot80%

Tori:Igot75%

Theydidahigh5...



Power:Wereallyworkedhard

Nexttomystudentnumberitwaswritten

"reporttoMsBrown'soffice",MsBrownisthe

HODtoo..

Powerlookedturnedandlookedatme..

Power:Sohowmuchdidyouget?

Ifakedasmile..

Me:70%

Tori:Girlswemade!Lookslikewegoingto

passourcourse

Power:Sincewefreeweshouldgooutand

celebrate

Tori:I'm withyou

Me:Uhm..Youguyscangoaheadwithoutme

Power:VeloIknowthatyourUncleis..Wejust

wannabethereforyou

Tori:Don'tshutusout



Me:IknowguysandI'llbefine..Ipromise

Powerhuggedme..

Power:I'llcallyoulaterokay?

Me:Tori

Torihuggedmetoo..

Tori:Iloveyou

Me:Iloveyoutoo

Power:Seeyoutomorrowthen

Me:Tomorrowitis

Theywalkedaway.Ilookedatmymarksagain

andtearsburnedmyeyes,Iam goingtofail..

ItookoutmyphoneandcalledNiso..

Him:Twana

Me:Ifailedagain

Heexhaled..

Him:Sowhathappensnow?



Me:Idon'tknow..IhavetoseetheHOD

Him:Youwillpickup..Ifonlytheycanallowyou

towriteyourJuneexams

Ibrokedown..

Me:Ican'tdothisNiso

Him:Heydon'tsaythat..

Me:mylifeisjustamess

Him:Wegoingtogetthroughthis..Youwillsee,

wegoingtopullthrough

Iwipedmytears..

Him:Iloveyou

Me:Iloveyoutoo

Him:I'llseeyoulater

Me:Okay

Him:Byeandbegoodforme

Me:Ipromise



HekissedmethroughthephoneandthenI

hungup..Ileanedagainstthewalldefeated.

.

Tobecontinued
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NOMVELO

Iwenttoseemyuncleatthehospital,hopingto

findhim better.Hissicknesshasgottenintome

sobadthatIfearlosinghim.Ihaven'tbeen

concentratingonmystudies,nowthathehas

strokeIfearthathewon'tpullthrough.What's

goingtobecomeofmewhenheisnolonger

around?Moneyandallhisassertswon'ttake

awaythepainoflosingtheonlypersonthatI

regardedasaparent.Ilovehim andIwanthim

togetbetter.Hewasnon-responsive,just

starringstarringatthewindowandsaying

nothing..

Me:Youhavetogetbetter



Iheardaknockatthedoor..

Me:Comein

TheDrwalkedin..

Him:Goodafternoon

Me:afternoon

Hecameclosertousandlookedatmyuncle..

Me:Ishegoingtobeokay?

Dr:It'shardtotell

Me:What'stheworsethingthatcouldhappen?

Dr:him havinganotherstroke,bythelookof

thingsIcansaythatheseemslikehedoesn't

wanttogetbetter

Me:Whydoyousaythat?

Dr:Wetriedphysiobutheisnotrespondingto

thatalmostlikehehasgivenup

Ilookedatmyuncle...



Dr:Ifhecanatleastrespondwelltophysiothen

wecanstartapsychiatricevaluationonhim for

hismentalillness

Me:mentalillness?

Dr:hisstrokeresultedfrom hallucinationsisn't

it?Heclaimedtobeseeinghissisterwhohas

passedon

Me:wellyes

Dr:Weneedtolookmoreintothatandseeif

there'snounderlyingmentalillness

Thiswasgettingmoreandmoredifficultto

process..

_

NOMSA

Idrovehometovisitmyfamily,mymother,my

son,andmysister.

Theywereveryhappytoseeme,Imeanthat's

howblackfamiliesarewhenyouhavebrought



alongsomethingwithyou..

Mama:kwakuhleukukubona(it'sgoodtosee

you)

Shebrokethehugwithtearsinhereyes..

Mama:whenIheardaboutyourshooting,I

couldn'tevencomeandseehowyouwere

holdingupbecauseyouknowyourhusbandhe

doesn'treallylikeus

Me:IknowMaandI'm verysorry

Isatdown..

Mama:Iunderstandmostmarriagesarelike

that,I'm justgladthatyouabletocomeand

visithome

Me:metoo

Mama:Ntokozogetussomethingtodrink

Ntokozorespondedfrom thekitchen..

Ntokozo:ngiyeza(I'm coming)



Me:WhereisBafana?

Mama:Hewenttohisfriiends

Me:wellhemighthavetomoveinwithme

soon

Mama:ungazodlala(don'tplaylikethat)

Me:I'm serious

Mama:don'tconfusethesekidstheyhave

acceptedthattheirstepfatherhatesthem so

don'tplaywiththem

Me:Mamahissinscaughtupwithhim..JJ

won'tcomebackMa,heisdoneandhesigned

everythingofftome

Ntokozobroughtintea..

Mama:ini?(what)

Ntokozo:here'ssometea

Me:Thankyou

Mama:thatdoesn'tmakesense..JJloves



Nomveloverymuchhesignedoffeverythingto

her

Me:Hechangedhiswilltoday..Everythingis

mine

Theroom wentquiet..

Me:Ithoughtthateveryonewouldbehappy,

youguyscanfinallyvisitandmychildrencan

moveinwithme

(silence)

Mama:Nomsawhatdidyoudo?

Me:WhatmakesyouthinkthatIdidsomething?

Mama:ifyoubehindJJbeingsic-

Me:Thankyouforthinkingsolittleofme

IlookedatNtokozoandshelookedaway..

_

SNAZO

ImetupwithDawnatsomerestaurantsothat



wecouldtalk.Itwasoneofthoseslowdayswe

hadnoclients,thisnewbusinessofmineand

Shineistakingoffveryslow,slowerthanI

thought..

Dawn:howiseverything?

Me:IhavehadproblemsbeforebutnowthatI

haveansweredtomycallingmyproblems

seem tobegettingworse.I'm broke,Iam ajoke,

myrelationshipwithmybrotherisnotworking

outIam seeingagirlthatIam noteveninlove

with...Idon'tthinkImadetherightchoice

Him:ItsnoteasyIknowbuteverythingwillfall

intoplace..Thedevilwilluseeverytacticto

bringyoubackclosertohim

Me:Youseemedlikeyouhadaneasyjourney

Hechuckled..

Him:trustmeitwasn'teasyilostmyfiancein

this



Me:How?

Him:ademonpossessedherwhenIdroveit

outitkilledher

Me:That'sdeep

Hi:YaIwasamess..Ibecameanalcoholicbut..

HereIam todayIhaveabeautifulwifeandI'm

veryhappyinmymarriage

Me:ifIcouldfixmyrelationshipwithmy

Brotherfirstitwouldbeastart..I'm even

thinkingthatheispossessed

Him:Whydoyouthinkthat?

Me:Heisnolongerthesamepersonanymore

andthattimewhenweperformedtheexorcism

thedemonmadeitclearthathehashim

Dawn:welltheonlywaytofindoutforrealthat

heispossessedistogivehim holywaterifhe

doesn'treacttoitthenheisnotpossessed..I'll

giveyouwhenwedonehere



Me:Thankyou

Him:Andthatgirlyoutalkingaboutithinkyou

shouldlethergo..Don'twastehertime

someoneelsemightmakeherhappy

Me:YaIwonderwheremywifeis..Pastor

mdlulisaidthatIwillneedacompanionwenI

finallybecomeapreacher

Dawn:Don'trush..Standstillandwaituponthe

Lordwhenthetimeisrightyouwillfindher

Me:ihopeso

_

JJ

IwassleepingwhenIfeltlikesomeonewas

watchingme,youknowthefeelingthatyouget

whenyoufeellikesomeoneiswatchingyou

that'showifelt..

Iopenedmyeyesandisawahumanfigurein

theroom wearingalongblackrobe.Icouldn't



seehisfaceclearlytherobewashidinghisface.

Ionlyheardhisvoice..

Him:It'stime

WhenhesaidthatIstruggledtobreath,feltlike

mysoulwantedtodepartfrom mybody.It

wasn'tagoodfeelingatallandwhenmysoul

diddepartfrom mybodymyleftsidewas

functional.Ilookedatmybodyonthebed,this

didn'tfeelright.Ineededtime..

Ilookedathim..

Me:Ican'tleavelikethis..Nomvelowon't

survivewithoutme

Him:Youmadeadealwiththedevil,thedevil

cancomeforyouanytimeandhehas

Me:Itdoesn'tfeelright

Him:Itdoesn'thavetoo

Leavinglikethis,itdidn'tfeelright..

.



Tobecontinued

Noedits

39

NOMSA

Ireceivedacallfrom thehospitalinformingme

thatmyhusbandwasnomore.Itcameasabig

shockseeingthatIwaswithhim inthemorning.

Doctorscannotdeterminethepossibleand

precisecauseofdeathbuttheDrincharge

saysthathemighthavehadanotherstroke,I

wanttoknowexactlywhatkilledhim soI

requestedforanautopsy.Iknewthatitwas

goingtocometothis,butIdidn'tthinkitwas

goingtobethissoon.Iam sogladthatIhad

him signanewwillorelseIwouldbefucked

now.Mymotherisoldandsheisapersonthat

haspoorhealth,shecouldn'tcomewithmebut

Ntokozodid.Icontactedhissideofthefamily

andhisMothermadeitcleartomethatshe



wantsthewholethingtotakeplaceathishome,

wherehewasbornandbred.Ididn'tdispute

thatIwanthertomournandBuryhersonthe

waythatsheseesfit.Idounderstandher

concerns,wedon'tknowmuchpeoplearound

here.Itwouldbebesttohavehim bemourned

athomebypeoplewholoveandcareabout

him..

Ntokozohelpedmetopackafewthingsand

Dangerwasgoingtodriveusthere..

_

MANTWA

IwasofftodaysobeforegoinghomeIdecided

tohelpGuguaround,shewasdoingwindows

andwashingcurtains..

Gugu:pleaseputthatthere

Icarriedthegrassmatandputitaway..

Her:Thankyou



Shesatdown..

Her:Shuuuuu!!Iam tired

Me:ShouldIgetyouaglassofwater?

Her:Nothankyou..I'm fine

Me:Atleastwealmostdone

Shelookedaround..

Her:Yawealmostdone

(Silence)

Her:Atleastoneofmysonshassense.He

choseright..NotthatIhateNomvelobutIdon't

feelconnectedtohershe'swaytoodifferent.I

don'tseehermoppingthefloororeven

washingthedishesaroundhere,youknowwhat

Imean(laughing)

Ididn'tlaugh..

Her:Mantwa

Ilookedather..



Her:areyouokay?Youhavebeenawfullyquiet

todayyounotyourselfwhat'swrong?

Ifakedasmile..

Me:It'snothing

Her:comeon..IknowthatSnazohasn't

officiallytakenyouashiswifebutIcarealot

aboutyou,youalreadylikefamilytous

Isatdowntoo..

Me:Idon'tmeantonagor..

Her:yini?(what)

Isighed..

Me:Idon'tthinkSnazolovesme..Wellatleast

notasmuchasIlovehim

Her:Hauwhatmakesyousaythat?

me:Youcanjusttellwhensomeoneisnotinto

you

Her:SnazoisnotlikeNiso,hedoesn'tshow



emotionsthatmuch.Thewords"iloveyou"you

won'thearthem muchfrom him.Heisnotbig

onhugsI'm notsurprisedthathe'snoteven

romantic

Ilaughed..

Her:Doyouwantmetotalktohim?

Me:Idon'twannasoundasiflikeIam a

nagginggirlfriendIdon'twanthim toangryat

me

Her:I'lltalktohim anddon'tworryhewon'tbe

mad

Inodded..

Her:Comelet'sgomakesomethingtoeat

Me:okay

IdohopethatI'm justseeingthings,Idon't

wanttoloseNazo..Ilovehim...

_



SNAZO

Shinehadcalledmeandtoldmethatwehada

clientSoIrsuhbacktofetchthebakkie,then

wemadeourwaythere..Theclientwantedus

toputceramictilesinthelivingroom and

kitchen,Iwasactuallyrelievedbecausewe

weregoingtomakereasonablemoney.

UnfortunatelyThembacouldn'tjoinus,hehad

wenthometovisithisfamily.Heisoriginally

from Kzn..

Thefamilywasn'trich,buttheyweregetting

throughtheywereyouraveragemiddleclass

family..

Thefatherwasn'tverykeenonhavingus

aroundsinceheknowsmeandknowsthatIam

anexcon,clearlywhenhewasreferredtoshine

hedidn'tthinkthatshinewasworkingwithme..

Weweresittinginthelivingroom,hisdaughter

offeredussomethingtodrinkitwasjuice.His



eyesweregluedonMe,Icouldsensethedislike

towardsme..

Shine:ngiyasizwaiskhalosakhotyma(Ihear

yourconcerns)

Hewassittingthereonthecouchacrossme,

hewasreadytodevourmelikealion..

MrShabalala:Bengingaziukuthiusebenza

nalesisigebengu!!angimfuninezelomfanala!!

(Ididn'tknowthatyouworkingwithacriminali

don'twantthisboyhere)

Shine:Babangiyak'thembisaukuthiuSnazo

akusesewuyelomuntuomaziyo(Ipromiseyou

thatNazoisnotthepersonthatyouonceknew)

Him:Aleopardneverchangesit'sspots..This

boyhascausedalotoftroublearoundhere,he

hasabadreputation!Ihaveheardhorrorstories

abouthim

Shinelookedatme..Iwouldliketosay

somethingbutitwon'thelp,sayingsomething



willmakehim blowup..

Him:IonlyrespectedhisGrandmother

uMaButhelezi,shewasaveryrespectable

woman,shedidn'tdeservethisrubbishofa

GrandchildIam sureshepassedonfrom stress

causedbyhim!!

NowIwasn'tgoingtositandbeinsultedbythis

man,Iwasn'tgoingtosithereandhavehim

speakofmyrelationshipwithmyGrandmother.

Shedoesn'tknowhowclosewewereandhe

doesn'tknowhowmuchherdeathstillaffects

me..

Istoodup..

Me:ngisayoshawaumoya(Iam goingtoget

freshair)

Him:angishouyabonaakananhloniphonex!!

Bekumelengabeuyangithandazaukuthingini

nikelomsebenzi!(youseethathedoesn'thave

respectheshouldbebeggingeforthisjob)



Iwalkedoutandleftthem arguing..

Itookafewdeepbreaths,weneedthisjobIam

verybrokebutthisman'sattitudetowardsmeis

notrightatall..Heclearlyhatesme..

Istartedkickingsmallstonesaroundtheyard

thisiswhatIfeared,Ifearedhavingpeople

disrespectmelikethat.IfitwastheoldNazoI

wouldhavelongdealtwithhim.Itookoutmy

phoneandIhadafewmissedcallsfrom

Mantwa,Iputmyphonebackinmypocket..

AsIwasbusywalkingaroundIsawtheground

openingup,justasmallpartoftheground

openingupandsnakescameoutofthere.The

snakeswerejustanaveragesize,notthickand

nottoolong.Ilookedatthem astheycameout,

theywereblackincolourandtheyallraced

eachother.Theywerecrawlingtothesame

placeandthatsameplacewasinsidethehouse.

Ifollowedthetrail,theygotinthroughthe

kitchendoorsinceitwaswideopenandmade



theirwaytothebedroom.Ipassedtheliving

room andwenttothebedroom,thedoorwas

openandBab'Shabalalaexclaimed..

Him:Yeywenamfanauyaphi?(shouting)

Icheckedinthebedroom andIsawawoman

sittingonawheelchair,thegirlthatmadeus

somethingtodrinkearlierwassittingdownon

thefloorwashingthewoman'slegs.Ithinkthe

womanonthechairwasBab'Shabalala'swife..

Thesnakeswenttoherandrolledthemselves

veryfirm aroundherlegsandshescreamedin

pain..

Girl:Mamakuqalilefuthi?(Mom ithasstarted

again)

TheMothercontinuedscreaminginpainuntil

thesnakesweredone,whentheyweredone

theyunrolledthemselvesandsinceiwas

standingatthedoortheycouldn'texitso

instead,theyexistedviatheopenwindow.The



Motherwascryingwhiletouchingherlegs

whichwereveryswollen.Sotheydidn'tseethe

snakes?WasItheonlyonewhosawthem?

"Beloved.."

Me:Youhavetobekiddingme!

Theybothlookedatme,ithinktheydidn't

realizethatIwasstandingatthedoorallalong.

WhenIturnedtoleaveIcameincontactwith

Bab'Shabalala'spunches..Itwasamess...

_

NOMVELO

Nisotookmetotheoneplacewereweboth

enjoythecompany,wewenttoseeGroovyand

Mongz.Weallwenttochillatsomeplace,it

wasn'tfullasthelastoneormaybebecauseit

wasduringtheweek.Wewerehavingafew

drinks,Iwasactuallydrinkinggingerale

everyonewasonalighterdrinkexceptfor

Grovvywhowasdrinkingbeer.Iwassitting



ontopofNiso,shamehewasreallytryingto

lightenupmymood..

Groovywasjustbeinggroovy,crazyasusual.

Shewascrackingjokesanddancing.Idon't

wannalie,Iwasreallyenjoyingmyselfuntilmy

phonevibrated.Igotitoutanditwasmy

Grandmother..

Niso:Whoisthat?

Me:That'smyGrandmother

Igotoffhim andwentabitfartoanswersince

theplacewasnoisy..

Me:HelloDuchess

IturnedandNisowasmakinghiswaytome..

Her:Velowhereareyou?

Me:Iam..Err..

Shesoundedverydownandshewassniffing..

Me:What'swrong?



Her:Whoareyouwith?

Me:Myboyfriend

Her:Canyougivehim thephone

Me:Why?

Her:Velojustgivehim thephone

Istretchedmyhandtogivehim thephone..

Niso:What'sgoingon?

Me:Iam notsure

Hegotmyphoneandanswered..

Him:hello??..Yes??..

Helookedatme..

Him:Okay..

Hewalkedawayfrom MeandIlookedathim,

lookedathisbodylanguage.Afterspeakingon

thephoneforawhilehelowereditandthen

rubbedhiseyesbeforemakinghiswaytome..



Him:Velo

Me:Heisdeadisn'the?

Heclearedhisthroat..

Me:Heisnomoreright?

him:I'm sorry

.

Tobecontinued..
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NOMVELO

Ididn'tknowhowtofeel,Iwasverybroken.It

waslikeapartofmewastakenaway,thatpart

ofmyheartwereheresidedhadbeenrippedoff

from mychest.Isearchedforreasontomake

allofthisseem unrealbuthowtheywerebusy

atmyGrandmother'shouse,shiftingfurniture,

themattressonthefloorandeveryonegoingup

anddownmadeitseem real.HewasgoneandI

neverevenhadachancetosaygoodbye,he



neverthoughtaboutme.Heshould'veheldon

justforalittlelonger..

Nisocameandcrouchedinfrontofme,heheld

myhandandlookedatme.Iwassittingonthe

chairoutsideIneededfreshair,Ididn'twant

anyonecrowdingme..

Him:NomsasaidIshoulddriveyouhomeso

thatyoucanfetchclothestochangeseeing

thatyouwillbehereforafewdays

Icouldn'tholdbacknormyself..Icried..

Hegentlysqueezedmythighwiththeother

handwhilestillholdingmyhandwiththeother..

Him:I'm sorry

Me:Ihaveneverbeenthishurtbeforeinmylife..

Ithurts,it'slikemyheart..Myhearthadbeen

rippedoutofmychest

Him:Iknow

Hekissedmyhand..



Him:Iknow

MyGrandmotherwalkedout,Nisostoodup..

Niso:I'llgiveyousomespace

Grams:Thankyou..Thankyouforbeingthere

forNomvelo

Niso:It'sokay

Hewalkedaway..

Grams:VeloSisi

Iwipedmytears..

Her:Youhavebeencryingforawhilenow

Me:Idon'tunderstandGrandmother(Crying)

Her:IknowSisi

Shewipedmytears..

Her:Faneleuqinemanje(Youhavetobestrong

now)younolongeryoungyouwillhavetokeep

onthat'swhatJJwould'vewanted



Me:Ithurts

Her:Iknow..Wewillmournforhim butafterthe

funeralyouwillhavetokeepon

Shegotachairandsatnexttome..

Her:Ngikhonamina(Iam stillhere)aslongasI

am stillhereyouwillfinishschool,youwill

graduate,getmarriedandhavekids.Nisoisa

goodboyI'm notsayingthatbecauseher

Grandmotherwasmyfriendbut..Itseemslike

hereallylovesyouandheisalwaysthere.You

canstillhavealifeafteryourUncle,agoodone

futhi

Sheheldmyhand..

Her:WegoingtobealrightVelo..Everythingis

goingtobealrightatleastyourUncleleft

everythingtoyou,youwon'tstrugglehemade

surethatwhenyouwelltakenoffevenwhenhe

isgone..NxeseSisi

_



SNAZO

GuguputaclothonmyfacewhileShinegotme

aglassofwater..

Gugu:Idon'tunderstandukuthiuBab'Shabalala

ukwenzakanjanilokhu(Idon'tunderstandhow

Bab'Shabalalacoulddothistoyou)

Shine:Tsek!Akayofa(Hecangotohell)

Gugu:HeisluckythatNazodoesn'twantto

presscharges

Gugulikestooverreactmostofthetime..

Gugu:Umuntuuyazala..Uzalelaabo

Bab'Shabangu!

Shewasgivingmeaheadache..

Shine:Asimncengi!Ngekesizwengaye(We

won'tbeghim)

Me:EitherwayIstillhavetohelpthem

Gugu:Helpthem?Whatdoyoumeanhelpthem?



Me:Bab'Shabalalahiswife..There'ssomething

wrongthere

Shine:efanaNani?(somethinglikewhat)

Me:somethingevil..Somethingbig

Shine:eishilezintozenufuthi?(isitthose

thingsofyoursagain)

Me:yaa

Gugusatdown..

Gugu:whatexactlyareyoutalkingabout?

Me:Shabalala'swifeshe'sonawheelchair

Gugu:Yesiknow..It'sbeenawhilefuthi

Me:Whatdoyouknowabouthercondition?

Gugu:notmuchmaranje..She'sbeenona

wheelchairforaverylongtimenow,whati

heardisthatshestartedcomplainingabout

crampsinherlegsthenaftertheybecame

swollenbeseneboom wheelchair.Bathithat's



whyShabalalaissoobitter

Me:Whatdidthedoctorssay?

Shine:wenaufunukusitshelanikahlekahle

(whatareyoutryingtotellus)

Gugu:Abanyeabantubathiamaloyo(somesay

it'switchcraft)

Me:I'm startingtobelievesotoo

Shine:Amaloyo?(witchcraft)

Inodded..

Me:AndIhavetohelpher

Shine:Tjerrrkunzimalangaphandle(it'suglyin

outsidethere)

_

DANGER

AftervisitingVictoria'sgraveIwentbacktoJJ's

hometohelparound,therewasalottodo.I

wastakenbyhisdeathIguesshissinsfinally



caughtupwithhim.Idon'tbelieveforasecond

thatmywifeisresponsibleforJJ'sdeathIthink

thatitwasboundtohappen,Victoriaspedup

theprocessandhissanitybetrayedhim.Iam at

peacethatNomvelodoesn'tknowthetruth,the

truthwillbetoosevereforhertohandle.HowI

tellmydaughterthatthepersonshetrusted

withherwholelifeisthereasonwhyshelost

hermotheratatenderage,howdoItellherthat

herownunclekilledhermotherandateouther

heartjustsohecangetrichandthatshehas

beenapartofthoseriches?Itwillbetoomuch

forhertohandle.Iclosedthedoorofthetaxi

andmademywayintotheyard,ibumpedinto

hisMotherasimademywaytothefront.

MaNgcobohasneverlikedmeatallafterthe

wholeVictoriasaga.ShebelievesthatIam

behindVictoria'sdeath..

Me:Mangcobo

Shegavemeabitterlook,morelikeshewanted



tostranglemerightthere..

Me:uVeloukhona?(isVeloaround)

Her:No

Me:kushoukuthiuNomsabekangicelileukuthi

ngimkhapheayolandaizimpahla(Nomsaasked

metoaccompanyhertofetchherclothes)

Her:Awusho(tellmesomething)

Shefoldedherarms..

Her:MySonisnomore..Whyareyoustillhere?

Me:Idon'tunderstand

Her:Idon'tunderstandwhyJJkeptyouaround,

whyheforgaveyouandgaveyouasecond

chance.Madeyouwhoyouarewhileyouare

nothingbutamurderer!

Shehitmealittleonmychest..

Her:Hamba!!(leave)

Shepushedme..



Her:Angifuniukuphindangikubone!(Inever

wannaseeyouagain)..Kissyourjobgoodbye

too!!Afterthereadingofthewill,I'llmakesure

thatyounolongerhaveaplacehere!

_

NOMVELO

ItoldNisotowaitformeoutsideinthecar,I

wentinalone.Itwasdifferentnothavinghim

around,manydaysaregoingtobespenthere

withouthim.Itwillneverbethesameever

again.Whatcutsmoredeeperisthefactthat

hejuststartedgettingsickoutoftheblue,it

wassomethingsoquickandthenafterheisno

more..

.

Tobecontinued
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NOMVELO

IThoughtthatIwasnevergoingtomakeituntil

thefuneral,butIdid.MyUnclehadadignified

funeral,thecommunitycametopaytheirlast

respects.IthinkthatIhadcriedalotduringthe

courseoftheweekthatonthedayofthe

funeralIhadnomoretears,Iwasverynumb.I

wasn'tattendingclassesanymoreIhad

acceptedthatIwasgoingtorepeattheyearbut

I..Iwouldliketotakeayearandjustworkon

myself,workonhealingandlearnmoreabout

myUncle'sbusinesses.Idon'tknowanyone

whocanhelpmeewiththebusinessesother

thanDangerhimself,hehasbeenwiththe

familyforaverylongtimenow.Myuncle

trustedhim anditrusthim too.My

grandmotherhasdifferentfeelingsaboutme

bringingDangeralongintothefamily

businessesbut,thewholedealwithtaxisisvery



dangerous.Dangerhasbeenataxidriverfora

whilenow,heknowsmoreaboutthebusiness

thananyoneelse.Itrusthim morethananyone,

bringingalongastrangerwouldberisky.Itwas

exactly3dayssinceweburiedmyUncle,today

hislawyerwascomingovertoreadthewillfor

us.IwassittingoutsidewithmyGrandmother,

shewasbusywashingoneofthosebigpots

andIwasjustsittingonthechairwaitingforher

totellmeifsheneededhelp..

Her:Howareyoufeelingnow?

Iexhaled..

Me:ItwilltaketimebutI'llgetthere

Her:Thatisthespirit

Ilookedatthetime..

Me:Jonathanislate

Her:Maybeheisstilltryingtofindtheplace..I

don'tevenknowwhyheiscominghere



becauseweallknowthateverythingisyours.

YourUnclelovedyouthatmuch

Me:PoorNomsa..Ihopeshegetssomething

too

Her:Thatoneisgettingnothing,sheshouldjust

packandgobackhome

MyGrandmotherisanotheronewhodoesn't

likepeopleverymuch..

Her:Comeandhelpmovethispot

Me:Okay

Igotdownfrom thechairandwenttohelpher..

Her:willyoumanagelivingaloneinthathouse?

anddon'ttellmethatyourboyfriendismoving

in..Thatwouldbeverydisrespectfultoyour

Uncle

Me:Iam thinkingofsellingit..Thathousehas

memoriesthatIdon'twanttoremember

Her:Youcan'tsellthehouse



Me:IwantacleanandfreshstartDuchess..OrI

willjustgiveittoNomsathenn

Her:No!..IfyourUnclewantedhertohaveit,he

would'vegivenittoher..Justthinkaboutitfirst

beforeselling

Me:iwillthinkaboutit

_

SNAZO

TheenvironmentwasonethatIwasn'tusedtoo,

therewasalotofpeoplethanwhatIhad

anticipated.SinceIwasgoingtobeordaineda

Preachersoon,DawnsuggestedthatIattenda

Bibleschool.IhadspokentoPastorMdluli

aboutitandhealsoagreed.Iwasn'texpecting

thisatall,somuchPeople.Thebibleschool

wasranbyBishopMcCartneyathischurch,

theyhaveittwiceaweek.Ididn'tbringalong

anythingthanmyGrandmother'soldBible,

somepageswerewrinkledandthehardcover



waspeelingoffitshowedthatshehashadit

foralongtime.Shinewastheonewhodropped

meoff,hecouldn'tstayhadtodrivebacktothe

hood.Him andThembaareworkingonour

previousjob,theyputtingtilesatShabalala's

placeandsincehehatesmeIexcludedmyself

from thejob.IkeepbusybyworkingwithDawn

justuntiltheyfinishandwegetanotherjobthat

Icanalsoworkon.

Ihavebeenhavingvisionsabouthiswife's

sickness.Someonewasbewitchingthem for

realandIsawher,iahdavisionordream ofher

plantingsomethinginthegroundatnightin

Shabalala'sbackyard.Shelookedyoungicould

sayshewasinherearly30s,Idon'tgetwhy

suchayoungladywouldturnintowitchcraft.

WhatdealdoesshehavewiththeShabalala's.

WithBab'shabalalahatingmeIstillhavenoclue

onhowIcanhelphiswife..

Voice:Goodmorning



Weallturnedourattentiontowerethevoice

wascomingfrom..

Voice:Caneveryonepleasehaveaseat

Wedidasweweretold.Itwasmixedraces

blackandwhite,only3Indiansthatinoted.Ifelt

likeeveryonecamemorepreparedthanme,i

feltoutofplace..

Themanwhoaddressedwaswearinglikea

bishopifimaysayso,ihadnodoubtthatitwas

him.BishopMcCarthy.Justyourtypicalwhite

oldman..

Itwasquiet..

Him:Letmestartbyintroducingmyself,Iam

BishopMcCarthyandIwelcomeyouallatthe

McCarthyBibleschool

Afewsoundsweremase..

Him:Iam awarethatsomeofyouit'syourfirst

timebeinghere,andsomeofyouarereturning



forthesecondtime.NeverthelessIwelcome

youall,Ijustdon'twannasoundlikeabroken

recordtothosewhoarereturningforthe

secondtime.

AfewPeoplelaughed..

Him:Othersareherebecauseoftheircalling,

andothersareherebecausetheyjust

interestedintheology.Thoughwemightbe

herefordifferentreasonsidopraythatatthe

endweallgainsomeknowledge

Thisisgoingtobealongday..

Him:Don'ttakethisforgrantedtheverybest

attendedthisBibleschool.ThelikesofProphet

ZaineRadebe

Theymadeacheerfulnoise..

Him:ProphetAyo-FazielBadru

Theymadeanotherjoyfulnoise.From hoemost

peoplereactedIcantellthatthePeoplehewas



talkingaboutareizinjazegame,im talking

abouttopdogs..

_

NISO

Bar-lady:CanIgetyousomemore?

Shewasleaningoverthecounterwithher

cleavagefullyexposed.Thedresscodearound

hereisveryrevealing..

Me:uhm yeah..Whynot?

Shesmiled..

Her:Hewillbeheredon'tworry

Me:Ishealwaysthislateformeetings?

Her:sometimes

Heputtheglassofwhiskeyinfrontofme..

Me:Thankyou

Mydrugbusinesswastakingoff,Iwasnowon

cocainetoo.ImakereasonablemoneythatI



boughtmyselfacar.ABMW 320ibutsecond

hand.Ihavebeengettingcallsfrom otherdrug

Lordswantingtomeetup,Iwasmakinganame

formyself.TodayIwasmeetingupwithsome

dugLordnamedSkylar,notonlyisheintothe

drugbusinessbuthehasownsclubstoo.Heis

atycoon..

Ilookedatthetimeagainandhewasreally

runninglate..

Me:IthinkthatIshouldleaveIhavebeen

waitinghereforquiteawhilenow

Bar-lady:Itissounlikehim tobethismuchlate

Me:Yeahprobably

Itookoutafewnotesandleftthem onthe

counter..

Me:Haveaniceday

Her:Hopingtoseeyousoon

Me:Metoo



Iwalkedout..

_

NOMVELO

Afterwaitingforhim foraverylongtime,

Jonathanfinallyarrived.Thosewhowere

neededweallgatheredinthesittingroom for

thereadingofthewill.ItwasMe,Nomsa,my

Grandmotherandafewelders.

J:sorrythatI'm latewasn'teasyfindingthis

place

Grams:Ieventhoughtthatmaybeyougot

kidnappedorsomething

Wealllaughed..

Him:Iactuallycamewithcolleagueofmine..He

isinthecarhenavigatedthisplacebetterathnI

did

Heopenedhiscase..

Him:Mydeepestcondolences..MrNgcobowas



averygoodclientofmineforaverylongtime

now

Wenodded..

Him:Withoutwastinganytimeiwillstart

readingtheWill

Hetookoutthedocuments..

Him:thelastencounterwithmyclient

concerningthewillwaslastyear,sothiswillis

validanditwassignedbyhim

Weallwaitedforhim toread..

Him:"TomyNieceNomvelowhoisalreadylike

adaughtertome,knowthatIwillalwayslove

youandIknowthatyoumakemeproud.

Always"

MyGrandmotherputherhandonmyshoulder..

Jonathanclearedhisthroat..

Him:"You'restillveryyoungtounderstandthe

familybusinessesitwilltakeyouawhileto



knowhowtorunataxibusiness,thereforeI

havetookthedecisionofleavingeverythingto

mylovelywifeNomsaNgcobo.Nom.."

Grams:waitwhat?

Everyonewasshocked..

J:MrNgcobochabgedhiswilllastyearand

gaveallhisassertstohiswife,hetrustedherto

careofNomveloandhisbus-

Thiswasn'tmakingsense..Itwasn'tmaking

senseatall..

Me:MyUnclewillneverdothat

J:Iam verysorry

Grams:Ifhelefteverythingtoherthenwhatis

Nomvelogoingtoget?Whatdidheleavefor

nomvelo?

Jonathanclearedhisthroat..

J:R10000



Grams:10000only?

J:I'm afraidso

Grams:10..thatsnotrightletmeseethewill

Jonathangaveittoherasmygrandmother

silentlyread..

(silence)

Grams:thisisridiculous!mysonwouldnever

dothis

J:Itissignedbyhim there'sastampdatedto

lastyear

Grams:Icanseethatbut..

Nomsa:WowI..Idid-

OutofthebluemyGrandmotherwentand

attackedNomsa..

Grmas:whatdidyoudo?Whatdidyoudoyou

witch!!!!!

.
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NOMVELO

Ididn'tknowhowtofeelandmyheartwasn't

acceptingwhatJonathanread,myUnclemade

itclearoverandoveragainthathedoesn'ttrust

herandthateverythingofhiswillbeminewhen

heisnolongeraround.ForNomsatojustget

everything,somethingwasoff.My

Grandmother'shighbloodpressurespikedup,

wehadtocallanambulancebecauseshewas

justtakenbythiswholethingthenshewas

rushedtothehospital,oneofmyAuntieswent

withher.Asiflikematterscouldn'tgetany

worse..

NomsahadaskedtotalktoMe..

Her:Iknowthatthisdoesn'tmakeanysense,I

knowthatyouhavemixedemotionsbut..You



mightnotbelievethisbutIalsowantwhat's

bestforyou,youandIwemangedtoputour

differencesasidesoIwantyoutocomehome

withme.Iwantyoutofinishschoolthatwas

yourUncle'sdream

Ikeptquiet..

Her:Veloyoudon'tbelonghere..Thisisnotyou,

youwon'tbeabletohandlethislife

Iwouldratherbeherethananywhereelse,I

wouldratherbewithmyGrandmothersheisthe

onlysurvivingParentthatI'm leftwithnow..

Me:I'llcomefortherestofmythings

Her:Velo...

Me:IwannabeherewithmyGrandmother

Her:Whataboutschool?

Me:I'llstartoffnextyearagain

Sheshookherheadno..



Her:Alrightthen..Butknowthatyoucanalways

comehomewheneveryoufeellikeit

Me:Thanks

Shestoodup..

Her:MySisterandIweleaving

Me:Haveasafetripbackhome

Her:Thankyou

Mostofourrelativeshadleftalreadyandthe

remainingoneswereleavingtodaysince

everythingwasdone,theyhadhelpedwith

cleaning,washingblanketsandeverythingelse.

LateronIwannagoandseemyGrandmother..

_

NISO

JustwhenIwasabouttodriveoffablack

Roycerollspulledup,itparkedonareserved

spotintheparkinglot.Iwaitedforhim tocome

outandhedid,hewaswearingasuit,goldrings



filledhisfingersandhewasholdingacane..

Hischaufferclosedthedoor,andthenhestood

therewithhiseyeswanderingarounduntilthey

landedonme..

Him:Niso?

Me:Skylar?

Him:Lookslikeyouwereleaving

Me:Iwasleaving

Him:WhatalittlepatienceyouhaveSon,ifyou

stillhavetimelet'sgoin

Me:Afteryou

Ifollowedhim ashewalkedinside..

Him:Let'sgoupintomyoffice

Me:Let'sdothat

Wewalkedupthestairsintohisoffice..

Him:Whiskey?

Me:NothanksI'm good



Hegotacigarandthensatdown..

Myphonerang,itwasNomvelo.Iswitchedit

off..

Me:Sorryaboutthat

Him:Don'tworryaboutit

Helituphiscigar..

Him:NottowastemoreofyourtimeIwillget

straighttothepoint

Me:I'm listening

Him:IwantustomakePartners..Icouldreally

usesomeonelikeyouinmyteam

Ithoughtforawhile..

Me:Uhm asmuchasthatsoundstemptingbut

no..

Him:No?

Me:Iworkbetteralone

Him:Idon'tthinkyourealizethatyouina



dangerousbusinessyouneedprotection,they

cantakeyououtjustlikethat!

Me:I'lltakemychances

Istoodup..

Me:Haveaniceday

Him:Youtoo

_

SNAZO

TheBibleschoolwas..Idon'tevenknowwhat

tosaybecauseitwasn'treallymything.It's

goingtotakeawhileformetogetusedtoit.

SinceIwasintheprocessofmakingthings

right,IhadtodorightbyMantwa.Ihavetolet

hergo,there'snouseinstayingwithherwhenI

don'tfeelanythingforher.It'snotfair.Icalled

herupandwemetupforlunch,wasn'treally

therightplacetobreakupwithherbutIreally

havetodothis..



Sheshowedup,Imadesurethatwemetup

closetoherworkplace.Atsomerestaurant.She

lookedaroundandspottedme,thenshecame

uptomytable.

Her:Goodafternoon

Me:Hey

Istoodupandopenedthechairforher..

Her:Thankyou

Shesatdown..

Ifeltextremelybaddoingthis,she'sagreat

personandIdon'twannabreakherheart..

Her:HowwasBibleschool?

Me:ItwasokayIam notusedtoitasyet

Her:You'llgetusedtoitsoon

Me:HopeIdidn'tdisturbyouatwork

Her:I'm onlunch

Inoddedwhilelookingdown..



Her:Iseverythingokay?

Ilookedather..

Me:Icalledyouupherebecause,weneedto

talk

Her:Talk?

Me:Yeah

Her:Itsoundsserious

Me:Itisserious

Her:Whatisit?

Me:Mantwayoua..Youaverybeautifulwoman

bothinsideandout.Youhaveabeautifulheart,

youanamazingperson

Shestartedshakingherheadno..

Me:Mantwa

Her:Pleasedon'tdothis

Me:I'm reallysorry



Shewastryingveryhardtoholdbackhertears..

Her:Istheresomeoneelse?

Me:Nothere'snooneelse

Her:Thenwhyareyoudoingthistome?

Hereyeswereglowingwithtearsnow..

Me:Mantwa..

Her:Idon'tunderstand..NazoIloveyou,what

am Inotdoingright?

Itriedtoholdherhandbutsheretracteditback..

Shestoodup..

Me:Mantwawait..

Shemadeherwayout..

Me:Dammit!

_

NOMSA

OnourwaybacktothehouseNtokozowas



drivingandIwaslaidbackallrelaxedinthecar..

Her:Howdidyoupullthatoff?

Me:Ihavemyways..Blackmail

Her:Ididn'tthinkthatyouweregoingtopull

thisoffImeaneverything?

Me:YouhadlittlefaithonmeSister

Her:YaziIstillcan'tbelieveit

Me:ourlivesarefinallygoingtochangeforthe

better

_

NOMVELO

ItwasveryquietaroundthehousenowandI

wasalone.ItriedcallingNisoafewtimesbut

hisphonewasoff..

ThedooropenedandDangermadehiswayin..

Him:Kwazekwathula(it'squiet)

Me:Everyonehasleft



Heclosedthedoor..

Him:useleuyione?(youallleftalone)

Inodded..

Him:Howdidthereadingofthewillgo?

Isighed..

Me:HegaveeverythingtoNomsa

Him:What?Thatdoesn'tsoundright

Me:Heonlyleft10000formeDanger..Only10

000

Him:Somethingisnotrighthere!That'snot

possible..JJwouldn'tdothat

Me:Wellhedid!

Him:Okaylook..I'm goingtogettothebottom

ofthis

Heopenedthedoorandwalkedout..

Me:Danger!



.
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SNAZO

IdecidedtogiveMantwasomespaceIdidn't

wannacallherandbebusycrowdingherspace,

ifIcallheritwillconfusehermore.BackwhenI

wasstillinmywaysthiswouldn'thaveaffected

me,notevenalittle.Iwould'vejustmovedonto

yhenextlikenothinghappened,IguessIdo

haveahumanheartafterall.

TonightIdecidedtocookdinner,nothing

seriousjustamealthatwaseasyanddidn't

requiremuchtime.

Iwasaloneinthehouse,Nisowasoutinthe

streetsdoingshadythingsaGuguwasoverat

ourneighbour'shouse,youknowwomenand



gossip.Iwassingingwhilecooking..

Iwaswhistlingoneofmyfavouritesongswhile

cooking,whenaknockdisturbedme..

Iclosedthepotandwentoopen,itwas

Nomvelo.Iguessshedidntexpecttoseeme

justasmuchasIdidn'texpecttoseeher.She

movedhereyesfrom thegroundandlookedat

me,shelookedsodrainedandtired.Shewas

tiredbothphysicallyandemotionally.We

lookedateachatotherforawhilebeforeshe

broketheice.Sheclearedthehairfrom herface,

herhairwaslooseididn'tevenknowthatshe

hadsuchlonghair..

Her:Hi

Me:Hi

Her:I..Iam lookingforNiso

Me:Heisnotaround

Isawthedisappointmentinhereyes..



Her:Ohw..Iwillleave

Sheturnedbackandwasreadytoleave..

Me:Letmetryhim foryou

Sheturnedandlookedatme,thatportionofher

haircamebackatthefrontagain..

Her:Ialreadycalledhim afewtimeshisphone

isoff

Ilookedatmywatch..

Me:Hewillbehomesoonifyouwannawaitfor

him

Idon'tevenknowwhyIwassuggestingthat..

Her:Okay

Iletherin..

Me:Youcanhaveaseat

Shesatdown..

Her:Thankyou



Me:Iam actaulybusycooking

Her:Youcook?

Me:YesIdo

Sheslightlysmiledwhilenodding..

Me:Wouldyoulikesomethingtodrink?

Her:Nothankyou

Sheplayedherhairribbonaroundhersmall

wrist..

Me:I..Iam verysorryaboutyourUncle..Iknow

thathemeantalottoyou

Her:Thankyou

Iturnedthestoveoff..

Me:Wouldyoulikesomethingtoeat?

Shedidn'tknowhowtoreplytothat,shegot

shyalloveragain..

Me:Maybeyoucanjudgemycookingbetter



Shechuckled..

Iopenedthecupboardandthedooropened

again,Guguwalkedin..

Gugu:Yhothattooklong

Shedidn'texpecttoseeNomvelo..

Her:Nomvelo

Velo:Gugu

Gugulookedatme..

Gugu:What..Whatapleasantsurprise

Nomvelodidn'tsayanything..

Me:SheiswaitingforNiso

Gugu:HeisactuallyparkingthecarIbumped

intohim atthegate

M eyeswerejustgluedonNomveloshelooked

veryuncomfortable,theroom evenwentquiet..

Nisowalkedinafterawhile,idon'tthinkhealso

expectedtoseeNomvelo..



Niso:Velo

Velo:Ihavebeentryingtogetaholdofyouwith

nosuccess

Him:YaIwasbusy

Shestoodup..

Him:Areyouokay?

Herubbedhershoulder..

Velolookedatus..

Niso:Let'sgogetsomethingtoeat

Heheldherhand..

Velo:bye

Guugu:bye

Theywalkedout..

Gugu:AiiIcan'twaitforNisotogetamore

decentgirl

Me:isn'tshedecent?



Gugu:sheiswaytoodifferentnjeIcan't

connectwithher..Uhlukile(sheisdifferent)too

muchofaprincessnjenezandlazithambile

(sheseemslazy)

Ishookmyheadwhilelaughing..

Gugu:Uhlekani?(whyyoulaughing)youknow

whatim talkingabout

Shesatdown..

Her:Youcandishupforus..

_

NOMSA

ThefirstthingIdidwhenIgothomewasto

celebrate,NtokozoandIwewerepopping

champagneoneway..

Me:MntakaMalifeisgoingtogetbetternow,

thingsaregoingtochangeformeandmy

children.Havebeenseparatedfrom them fora

verylongtimewithJJnotevenwantingthem to



stepfoothere

Ntokozo:Yamarathatwasverycruel..JJwasa

ruthlessman

Me:Atleasthegotwhathedeserved!

Her:Cheerstothat

Aswewerebusyhavingagoodtimethedoor

flungopenandDangermadehiswayin,hejust

flewinwithoutevenknocking..

Ntoko:Haibo!!!

Helookedatus..

Me:Dangerwhatareyoudoinghere?

Hemadehiswaytome,Itookafewsteps

back..

Ntoko:ShouldIcallthePolice?

Me:Noit'sfine

Danger:GivemyDaughterwhatbelongstoher!

Everythingherebelongstoher!



Me:Dangerthewillwasreadand...

Him:Idon'tcarewhatthewillsays!

Me:Youshouldcarebecauselegallyeverything

ismine

Heputhishandonmythroatandpushedme

backagainstthewall,Ntokozoscreameda

little..

Ntoko:Chaminangifonelaamaphoyisa(Iam

callingthepolice)

Dangerwasreallymad,itwasmyfirsttime

seeinghim thismad.Helookedmeintheeye..

Him:Youstupidgreedywoman!Youdon'teven

knowhowJJattainedhisriches!Everythingis

goingtodisappearandyougoingtobesorry!

Richesattainedwithbloodsacrificetheydon't

last

Heletmego...

Him:Whydon'tyouaskyourselfwhythemighty



JJfellallofasudden?

Iputmyhandonmythroat..

Me:Yougoingtobesorryforputtingyour

handsonme!

Hetookoutthekeystohistaxi..

Him:Iquit!

Hethrewthem atMe..

Him:Findanothertaxidriver...PlusItookthis

jobformyDaughterIwantedtomakesureshe

wasokay,nowIdon'thaveanyreasontostay

here!

Heclickedhistongueandthenwalkedaway..

Ntoko:weshouldgoandopenacaseforhim!

Ishookmyheadno..

Me:Iknowhowtogetbackathim,heisgoing

tobesorryforputtinghishandonme!

_



NOMVELO

Ididn'tfeellikeeating,latelyIhadlostall

interestinfood,myappetitewasonandoff..

Iputdownthefork,wewereatgalitos..

Him:Younothungry?

Me:No

Hewipedhismouthwiththesaviettee..

Him:I'm sorrythatmyphonewasoff,Ihad

businesstotakecareoff

Niso'ssuddenfinancialstabilitywas

questionable,onemomenthewasstruggling

thenallofasuddenhehadmoney.Itwasvery

suspicious..

Me:Nomsagoteverything...Everythingwas

signedofftoher

Niso:What?

Me:Heonlyleftme10k



Him:Thatdoesn'tsoundright

Me:I'm justsotiredNisoIdon'tevenknow

whattothinkanymore,plusmyGrandmother

wenttothehospitaltoday..HerBPwasacting

up

Helaidbackonthechair...

Him:Thisismessedup!

Me:VerymessedupthatIam goingtofailat

school..Idon'tthinkI'llevershowmyselfthere

Heextendedhishandtome...

Him:I'm here..Wegoingtogetthroughthis..I

promiseyou

Hebroughtmyhandclosertohislipsand

kissedit..

Him:Wegoingtomakeit...Trustme,Igotyou

WithhisdishonestyIdon'tknowifIstilltrust

him.



_

MANTWA

IwipedmytearsasIcontinued..

"sometimeslifeget'stoodifficult..Iam broken

insideandIhatefeelingthisway.Iam tiredof

constantlybeinghurt,Ican'ttakeitanymore"

Ifoldedtheletterandthenlookedattherope

onthefloor..

Me:I'm sorryMom butitgottoomuch..Ican't

takeitanymorethispainistoomuch

Iwannaendthepain,IknowthatwhenI'm dead

noonewilltoywithmyemotionseveragain!!

.

Tobecontinued

Noedits
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SNAZO



Iwokeupintheearlyhoursofthemorningat

around2am,tohearsomeonetryingtoopen

thekitchendoor.Igotupandwenttocheck,it

wasNiso.Ilockedmyroom andwewalkedinto

thehousebothofus,hetipsy..

Me:Wherehaveyoubeen?

Him:Around

Iclosedthedoor..

Hesatdownonthechairandsilenceloomed

around..

Him:Nomvelolosteverything?

Me:Meaning?

Him:HerUnclesignedeverythingofftohiswife

Me:That's...

Him:Onlyleftnomvelowith10k

Me:Thatdoesn'tsoundlikeJJ

Him:Unlessthewifedidsomethingbecause



apparentlyshewasn'tsupposedtogetanything

Me:Itdoessoundfishy

IrememberedtheholywaterthatDawngave

me,hesaidthatIcantestitonNiso.Ifheis

possessedthenhewillreacttotheholywater.I

don'tknowwhybutmyBrotherhasthisdark

forcesurroundinghim,it'sveryheavyonme..

Me:Coffee?

Him:NaaIjustwannasleep

Iwentandgottheholywaterinthecupboard..

Me:Justonecupsothatwecancatchup..It's

beenalongtime

Him:Yeahwhynot

Ipouredwaterinthekettleandthenpoureda

littleinthemug..

Me:Idon'tknowifit'smeorifthewaterreally

tastesbad



Ipassedhim themug..

Me:maybeyouwillhaveadifferentanswer

Hedrankalittleandthenshruggedhis

shoulders..

Him:Ittastesgoodtome

Itookthemugagainandhedidn'treacttothe

water.Ifheisnotpossesedthenwhatisit?

Whydoeshehavethisdarkforceallaroundhim.

MostofallwhenDawnwasperformingthe

exorcism whydidSatanmeanthathehasNiso?

Ireallyneedtoknowwhat'shappeningwithhim

sothatIcanhelphim ifreallythedevilisafter

him..

_

NOMVELO

ThefollowingmorningIwokeupandtriedto

cleaneventhoughmostpartsofthehouse

wereclean,MyAuntiescleanedthoroughly



beforetheyleft.LastnightIwasalonearound

thehousesincemyGrandmotherwasnot

around,itwasdifficultIcouldn'thavea

peacefulsleep.Thisnewlifeofminewas

depressing,Idon'tevenknowifI'm goingtoget

usedtoit.Iwastired,IwantedmyUnclebackI

wantedmylifeback.Icouldgobackandlive

withNomsabutsheoncehintedthatlifewould

getrealformewhenmyUncleisnolonger

around,Iknowforafactthatshewouldwanna

getbackatme.Ithrewthemopdownandsat

onthechairwithmyhandscoveringmyface,I

letoutasoftcry.Icannotdothis,Idon'twanna

dothis

Thedooropenedandsurprisinglymy

Grandmotherwalkedin,Ibreathasighofrelief..

Me:Duchess

Sheclosedthedoor..

Me:Ithoughtthattheywouldwannakeepyou



longeratthehospital

Her:Icouldn'tstayforlongknowningthatyou

allinthehouse

Shelookedaround..

Me:Howareyoufeeling?

Her:Iwillbefine..Theygavemepills

Me:That'sbetter

Her:Whereyoutryingtoclean?

Me:Ya

Her:Don'tworryyouwillgetusedtoitsoon

Me:YaIwill

Her:Iknowthatyounotusedtothislifebut..

Wegoingtobeokay,don'tlosehope

Inodded..

Her:Letmegoandrestabit

Me:Okay



Shestoodup..

Her:Don'tyouwannagovisitNkuliforawhile?

Me:I'llcallher

Her:Okaybaby

Shewalkedtothebedroom..

_

SNAZO

Iwasdoingmylaundryandcleaningmyroom,

it'sbeenawhilesinceIcleanedmyroom

thoroughly.Iwasalsoplayingmusicabitloud

tokeepmegoing.Iwenttohangwhenmy

phonevibratedinmypocket,Iputthebasin

downandgotit.Ididn'trecognizethenumber

butIansweredanyway...

Me:Hello

Thepersondidn'tsayanything,Iheardalotof

sniffing..



Me:Hello?

Voice:Hello..IsthisSnazo?

Me:Yes..Whoisthis?

Voice:uMakaMantwa(It'sMantwa'sMom)

Thatwassurprising..

Me:Hello..HelloMa

Her:I'm callingtoletyouknowthatMantwa

wasadmittedlastnight,shetriedtohurtherself

Me:hurtherself?

Her:She..Shehungherselfbutfortunatelyher

littleBrotherwalkedinjustintime

Me:What?

Her:YoureallybrokemyDaughter,Ifoundher

diaryand..

Me:Whichhospital?

Her:It'sbestyoudon'tcome..Pleasestayaway

from myDaughterdon'tevertrytocontacther,



youhavebrokenheralready

Shehungup.Isighedindefeat,IknowthatI

havebrokenherbutIdidn'tthinkshewouldgo

thisfar

_

NISO

Ilookedatit..

Me:It'sabitheavy

Him:It'stherealdeal

Me:Howmuch?

Him:5000

Itookout5000andgaveittohim

Him:Surebhoza

Hewalkedaway..

SincemymeetingwithSkylarIrealizedthatI

neededprotection,mostdrugdealerswould

comeaftermesincemybusinessistakingoff



reallywell.Ineedtoprotectmyselfatalltimes,

soIboughtagun..

_

NOMVELO

Iwaswateringtheflowersoutsidewhen

Nomsa'scarpulledup..Ithrewthepipeonthe

grassandwaitedforhertocomeoutofthecar,

andshedid.Shemadeherwaytothegateand

madeherwayin..

Her:Velo

Me:Nomsa

Her:Howareyou?

Me:I'm hanginginthere

Her:Uphiugogo?(WhereisyourGrandmother)

Me:she'ssleeping

Her:Let'sfindsomewheretositandtalk

Wewentandgotchairsthenwesatunderthe



tree..

Her:Nomvelo...

Shepaused..

Me:What?

Her:YourUnclewantedtotellyousomething

butIdeathgottohim first

Me:Whatdidhewanttotellme?

Shelookedatme..

Her:Thisisverydifficult

Me:Whatisit?

Her:Nomveloyourfather..Yourrealfatheris

Danger

Ikeptquiet..

Her:I'm sorry

Icouldn'tbelievewhatIwashearing..

Me:No..



Ishookmyhead..

Me:Noitcan'tbe..My..MyUnclewouldnever

keepamurderersoclosetous

Her:I'm trulysorry

Me:Youlying

Her:I'm notlying..Everyoneknows,evenyour

Grandmotherknows

IknowthatNomsadoesn'tlikemebuttogo

thisfarandlie??

.

Tobecontinued
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MANTWA

Painchangesyou,itchangesthepersonthat

youoncewere.It'snoteasytowakeupand

facelifewhenyourheartisheavy,Peoplemight

thinkthatmydecidingtotakemylifewas



selfishandfoolish.Wealldifferentandwedon't

handlepainthesameway,Ihavedonebeen

playedandmistreated.WhenIfoundSnazoI

gavehim myallbecauseIthoughtthathewas

different,differentfrom alltheguysI'vebeen

with.HeacceptedmeforwhoIam,hedidn't

judgethefactthatIwasanintrovertand

enjoyedchurchmorethanaglassofwineat

somebar.Heallowedmetobemeandnever

comparedmetoanyothergirl,Ithoughtthatwe

weregoingtomakeit.IthoughtthatfinallyI

hadachancetobehappybutthenlifehad

otherplansforme..

TheDrwalkedin,hewasholdingmyfile..

Him:Goodmorning

Me:Morning

MythroatwasverypainfulandIfeltabitdizzy..

Him:Howareyoufeeling?

Ishruggedmyshoulders..



Heopenedmyfileandlookedatit..

Me:HowdidIenduphere?

Him:Youwerebroughtherelastnightaftera

suicideattempt

ThatmeansmyMotherfoundmesomehow..

Me:Whenam Igoinghome?

Hepulledthechairandsatdown..

Him:Doyourealizehowfortunateyou're?You

could'vedied,suicidebyhangingonlycountable

peoplesurvive

Me:Idon'tfeelsolucky

Ireadhisnametag"DrPatel"heisIndian,a

goodlookingoneforthatmatter.Whatam I

saying?MostIndianmenareveryhandsome..

Me:WhencanIgohome?

Him:Ican'treleaseyoujustasyetIhaveto

referyoutoourpsychologistfortherapybut



sheisnotaroundsheisonleave,justafew

daysleftuntilshegetsback

Me:Aren'tthereanyotherpsychologists?

Him:ThereisonebutIpreferDrKhumalosheis

verygood

Me:SowhatdoyousuggestIdowithmylifefor

thenextfewdays?

Hechuckled..

Him:Youwillbefine

Helookedatmyfile..

Him:YouwillbefineMan..Ma..

Me:Mantwa

Him:Mantwa

Ilookedathislefthandandhedidn'thavea

ringon..

Him:Letmegoandseeotherpatients,Iwilltell

theNursetocomeandmonitoryouinthe



meantime..You'reonsuicidalwatch

Me:Great!!

Him:Notthatit'sanyofmybusinessbut..What

happened?

Ikeptquiet..

Him:IwillcalltheNurse

Hewalkedtothedoor..

Me:Myboyfrienddumpedme..

Hestopped..

Me:Iknowthatitsoundsfoolish..Almostkilling

myselfforaman

Him:I'm sorrybreakupscanbemessy,I

remembermydivorceitwasn'tnice

Me:Youdivorced?

Him:YesIam..Beenayearnow

Hispagerwentoff,helookedatit..



Him:Ihavetogo

Inodded..

_

NOMVELO

AfterNomsahaddroppedthatBombonmeshe

left,beforeconfrontingmyGrandmotherI

calledDangertocomebutIdidn'ttellhim the

wholestory.MyGrandmotherwasupset,she

wasupsetthatNomsahadtoldmethetruth,

whatIdon'tunderstandiswhymyGrandmother

andmyUnclekeptDangersoclosetothe

familyafterwhathehaddone..

Grams:MarauNomsaucabangaukuthi

uwubani?(whodoesNomsathinksheis)

Me:Duchessthat'snotthepoint!Ijustwanna

knowwhy?WhywasDangerkeptclosetothe

familyafterkillingmyMother?Hetookmy

Motherfrom me!Hebutcheredher,Iwasonly5!



Her:NomveloI..

Therewasaknockonthedoor..

Her:Comein

ThedooropenedandDangerwalkedin..

Danger:Sanibonani?(Greetings)

Ilookedathim,Isowantedtogotohim andkill

him!Hehasbeenlaughingwithmeandacting

allcaringtowardsmeknowingexactlywhathe

did!Whatdevilishe??

Ithinkhecouldsensethetensioninthe

atmosphere..

Grams:Whatareyoudoinghere?

Me:Icalledhim

Grams:Velo!!

Danger:Konkek'hambakahle?(iseverything

alright)

Grams:uNomsabekala(Nomsawashere)



Me:Shetoldmeeverything!

Heseemedconfused..

Me:YoukilledmyMother!Allalongyou

laughingwithme,lookingmeintheeye

everydayknowingexactlywhatyouhavedone!!

Danger:What?

Me:Youdeservetoburninhell!!Howcanyou

dothis?Thenafteryouactlikenothing

happened?

Hesatdown..

Him:Ithinkyoudeservetoknowthewhole

truth

Ilookedathim..

Him:Ilovedmywife,IlovedVictoriawithallmy

heart

Me:Youkiddingmeright?

Grams:Don'tmakethingsworse?



Danger:Ididn'tkillVictor..JJdid

Me:What?

Grams:Yeywena!!Don'tlieaboutmySon

Danger:MaNgcoboitisthetruth!ThatnightI

wasn'tathomeandyesVictoriawasgoingto

leavemebecauseofmygamblingand

alcoholism butunfortunatelyJJgottoherfirst

Me:Whatareyousaying?

Danger:JJkilledyourMother,herippedher

heartoutforritualpurposessothathecouldbe

rich,thereasonwhyyoucan'trememberis

becausehetookyouinandbrainwashedyou..

JJhadtokeepyouclosesothathisriches

don'tdisappear

Grams:Phumalakwami(Getoutofmyhouse)

Danger:IwenttojailforacrimethatIdidnot

do..NomvelothereasonwhyyourUnclestarted

gettingsicklikethatisbecausehissinscaught



upwithhim,yourMom cameforrevenge

MyGrandmotherstoodup..

Grams:NgithePhuma!!(Isaidgetout)

Danger:Iworkedforthatmanforallthese

yearsbecauseIwantedtomakesurethathe

doesn'thurtyou,Iwantedtoknowthatyou

wereokayandalsohewasblackmailingme

Grams:Ngathiangizwakalikahleufunangibilse

amanzi?(Idon'tthinkthatyouhearmeverywell,

doyouwantmetoboilwater)

Istoodupandranoutofthehouse..

Danger:Velo!!

IranoutasfastasIcould..

_

SNAZO

IlookedatGugu..

Me:Mantwawasadmittedlastnight



Gugu:Why?

Me:She..Shetriedtohangherself

Gugu:What?Why?

Me:Ibrokeupwithher

Gugu:Nazo!

Me:GuguthehonesttruthisthatIwasn'tin

lovewithMantwa

Gugu:Uyazizwaukuthiuthini?(Doyouhear

whatyousaying)

Me:GuguIwasn'tgoingtokeeponwastingher

time

Gugu:Angiyikholwakele!(Idon'tbelievethis)

kantiyiningawenoNiso(What'swrongwith

youandNiso)

Me:G..

Her:Haimaanniyaphoxa!!(Youaredisappoing)

Shewalkedout..



Her:Yazinjeniyangidina(Youirritateme)

Me:Mara

Her:Aiisukamaan!!!

_

NOMVELO

IransofarthatIwasevenstrugglingtobreath,

Iwasconfusedandhurt.Thiswasn'tmaking

anysense,WhatDangersaidwassoodeepthat

myminddidn'tknowhowtoprocessit.Myown

Uncle,thepersonItrustedkilledmyMother?No!

IknowthathewasaruthlessPersonbutthis,

thisisjustnotright..

Isatonthisotherbigrock,Godwhatis

happening?Mylifewasjustcrumblingrightin

myeyes.Whyisthishappeningtome?Howwill

Igetthroughthis?ThisisbeyondwhatIcan

handle.It'sbeyondme.

MyphoneranginmypocketIdidn'tevenbother



takingitoutandanswering,Iwasn'tinterested

inwhattheywantedtosay..

_

SHINE

uBab'Shabalalawasnotaround,hewentoutto

runafewerrands.Weweredonewithoneroom,

wewerealmostdonewiththeotherroom too

thenit'sgoingtobeoneroom left..

Themba:KubeuNazobekakhonangabe

sesicedile(IfNazowasherewewouldbedone)

Ithrewthecigarettebudonthefloor..

Me:uringaiWaar(youtellingthetruth)

Him:Aiiathisibuyele(let'sgoback)

Wewentbackinsidepassingthemainbedroom,

Iheardabitofsobbing.Istoppedatthedoor

andMrsShabalalawascrying..

Themba:Ntwanaas'dlule(let'spass)



Me:Imakancane(waitaminute)

Sheraisedherheadandlookedatus..

Her:IthoughtIwasalone..Ithoughtyouguys

weregone

Themba:Besingaphandle(Wewereoutside)

Herlegswereveryswollen..

Her:I'vebeenlikethisforawhilenow,it's

drainingIwishdeathuponmyselfbecauseI

can'ttakethisanymore

Me:aboDoctorbathini?(whatdoDoctorssay)

Her:Theycan'tseewhat'swrong?

Themba:Howcome?Kuyabonakalaukuthi

usezintlungwini(Icanseethatyouinpain)

Her:Ithinkit'sspiritualbutwetriedgoingto

prophetstheyprayedformebutnothing.We

evenwenttotraditionalhealers,wehavetried

almosteverything.Ihaveacceptedthatnoone

canhelpme,IjustwannadieIdon'twannabea



burdentomyfamilyanymore

Iclearedmythroat..

Me:Eer..

Shelookedatme..

Me:Minangiyacavaumuntuongakusiza(Iknow

someonewhocanhelpyou)

Sheshookherhead...

Her:Noonecanhelpme

Me:Usebenzangazolezinto(Heworkswith

thistypeofthings)

Her:uyamthemba?(doyoutrusthim)

Inodded..

Her:Ungamletha(canyoubringhim)

Me:YaeishkodwaUBab'Shabalalaakamfuni

(YabutBab'Shabalaladoesn'twanthim)

Her:I'lltalktohim andconvincehim,ifthis

personcanworkthenitisworthatry



Me:ngizoringanaye(Iwilltalktohim)

_

SNAZO

JustwhenIwaswalkingoutNomvelo's

Grandmotherwasstandingatthedoorstep

holdingontothesecuritydoor..

Me:Mangcobo?

Sheclosedhereyes,sheseemedtobeinpain..

Ihelpedhertowalkinandthensatherdown..

Me:Ngik'phatheleamanzi?(shouldIbringyoua

glassofwater)

Sheputherhandonherchest..

Her:uVelowamiakekhola?(IsNomvelohere)

Me:Chaakekho(She'snothere)

Her:UmzukuluwamiNkosiyam'(Mygrandchild)

Me:Yinikwenzekeni?(whathappened)



Shestartedcrying..

Her:Akazinelokishimhlambe..Wuuu

ngoyenzanimara(Shedoesn'tevenknowthe

hood..Whatam Igoingtodo)

Iwaslost..Ididn'tknowwhatshewastalking

about..

.

Tobecontinued
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NOMSA

FIVEDAYSLATER

Iwasworriedoverthefactthatthetaxi

businesswasn'tgoingwell,othertaxiowners

didn'twannarespectmeandinturntheirtaxi

driverswereverydisrespectfultowardsmytaxi



drivers.Thiswholesituationhasforcedmy

taxisofftheroad,mydriversareworriedabout

theirjobs.Theyworriedthattheywon'tbe

puttingfoodonthetablefortheirfamiliesand

nowtheyalsoturningagainstme.It'sone

messedupsituationthatIwasn'tpreparedfor,I

definitelyneedsomeonelikeDangertohelpme

out.Someonetheyknowandsomeonethat

theywillrespect,afterallDangerwasJJ'sright

handmanandIknowthattheywillworkbetter

withhim.UnfortunatelyafterourfalloutIdon't

thinkheisgoingtocomethroughforme,I'm

screwed!!Iwasthinkingofbringingsomeone

else,mycousinbutthenthetaxiindustryisvery

dangerous.Idon'twanthim tobekilled.Soright

nowIdon'tknowwhattodo,Idon'thaveany

plan..Thuliwalkedintohavebreakfast,shehas

movedoutofresandshe'smovedinwithme

permanently.MySondidn'twanttomovein,he

doesn'twanttobeapartofJJ'sriches.Thuli

usesNomvelo'scar,sinceitwasinJJ'snameit



nowbelongstomeandIgaveittomyDaughter

tomakeiteasierforhertotraveltoschool

everyday..

Thuli:Goodmorning

Me:Morning

Shesatdown..

Her:Howareyou?

Me:Iam wellandyou?

Her:Iam okay

Thuliisabeautifulyoungwomanandsheis

verysmart,shedeservesallbeautifulthings.

Shedeservesthebestinlife..

Her:Youseem likeyouhavealotinyourmind

Me:Idohavealotinmymind

Her:What'swrong?

Me:Abangihloniphinjenezelakuletaxiindustry

(Theydon'trespectmeinthistaxiindustry)



Her:Ngoba?(Why)

Me:BecauseIam awoman,Theydon'trespect

measmuchastheyrespectedJJ

Her:That'sterrible

Me:Iam worriedbecausethetaxibusinessis

themainfamilybusinessit'swhatputsfoodon

thetableforus

Her:IunderstandukhulumilenoDanger

ngalento?(haveyouspokentoDangerabout

this)

Me:Thingsaretensebetweenus

Her:Somethingthatcannotbefixed?

Me:Yesthat'sunfortunate

Her:YouhavetosortthingsoutwithDangeror

elsethebusinessisgoingtogodownthedrain

Me:NoIstillhavemyprideleftfrom thisfight,

I'm notgoingtogobackandbeghim.Iwill

makethiswork



Her:Ihopeso

Ireallyhavetosortoutthisissuebeforewefind

ourselvesbroke..

_

SNAZO

NisowalkedinwhileIhadjustfinishedeating

breakfast,heseemedverypissed.

Iwentandputmydishtogetherwiththemugin

thesink,whilecarefullystudyinghis

movements.Hewasbangingthings,while

clickinghistonguehereandthere.Hewas

impatientwhenopeningthingsandinturnthey

wouldspillover,withhisangertakingoverI

noticedthatthepyramidtattooglowedand

sparkled,theoriginalinkofthetattoowasblack

butwhenitgloweditbecamegreen.Itwas

weirdIdidn'tunderstandwhatwashappening,I

concentratedonit.Itwasapyramidtattoowith

aneyeinit,theeyehadabrightlightinit...



Niso:Nazo!!!

Ilookedathim..

Him:Whereyouevenlisteningtome?

Me:What?

Him:IsaidI'vefoundVelo

Nomvelohasbeenmissingfor5daysnow,she

hasn'tbeenhomesincefrom thatdaywhenher

Grandmothercamelookingforher.Her

Grandmotherhasbeenworriedsick,shehasn't

beenwellthesedayssinceVelolefthome.

WhenNisocamebackthatnightItoldhim and

hewenttoherhouse,Velo'sGrandmotherhas

beensolemnlydependingonNisotofindVelo

forher.Nisohaslookedforheralloverand

nothing,kindofdifficultlookingforsomeone

whodoesn'tevenhavefriendsaround.Most

peopledon'tknowheratapersonallevel,he

wassoworriedhethoughtthatmaybeshegot

kidnapped,raped,andkilled..



Me:Umtholephi?(Wheredidyoufindher)

Him:Groovycalled..ShewaswithGroovyall

thiswhile

Me:uGroovy..Groovy?

Him:YauGroovy

Me:Yathatdoesn'tsoundlikeherstyleuGroovy

is,she'sjustnotthetypeofpersonNomvelo

wouldhangwith

Him:IswearI'm goingtokillher

Me:Calm down..Shedoesn'tneedsomeone

puttinghermoredownwhenshe'salready

down

Hetookhissandwichandthenwalkedout,

bangingthedoorbehindhim likemystatement

didn'tevenmakesensetohim.

_

NOMVELO



Iheardsomeonescreamingmynameand

shakingme,Ididn'twannawakeupbutIwas

forcedtoo.Thepersonwasshakingme

violentlythatapeacefulsleepwasimpossible

toachieve.IopenedmyeyesanditwasGroovy..

Her:Haibo!!Kantiasisavukinalaekhaya?(don't

wewakeupanymore)

Iroseupfrom thepillowandsatupstraight.I

havebeencrashingatGroovy'splaceforthe

past5days,wehaven'tbeendoingmuchbut

drinkingallthetime.Groovywastheonly

personthatIthoughtofatmytimeof

heartbreakandshewelcomedme,shesawthat

Iwasindistressandsheletmestayather

house,withherandherGrandmother.Drinking

everydayfeltbetterandherGrandmother

seemednottomindatall.Wewouldgotothis

othertarveninthemorningataround11am,

thenby14:00shewouldwalkmebackhome

becauseIwouldbefaded.Shewouldwalkme



backwithafewbeersthenlaterwhenIwakeup

Iwoulddrink.Ithinkthereasonwhyher

Grandmotherdidn'tmindisbecauseshealso

drinks,butshepreparesherownalcohol.She

drinkstraditionalbeer..

Itfeltsogoodtojustdrinkmylifeaway,being

disconnectedfrom realitylikethatandnot

havingtothinkaboutwhathappeneditfelt

normaltome.Icouldn't,Icouldn'tfacelifeand

whathappenedsober.Mylifehasbecomeso

unbearablethatallIsawwasnoreasontolive

anymore.HowwasIgoingtodoit?Iliterally

havenothingandIhavenofamily..

Groovy:Awukeugezebeseuyadla(bathand

theneat)

IwasstillnotusedtoahangoversoIfeltreally

sick.Ithrewmyheadbackonthepillowand

closedmyeyes..

Groovy:Haiasazi(Wedon'tknow)



Groovycomesfrom abrokenhomeandIthink

thisisthereasonwhysheislikethis,ather

houseyouhustleforyourself.Ievenhadtosell

myphonetomakeendsmeet,itisthatdifficult..

_

SNAZO

IwenttoDawn'sofficetofetchmycheque,I

waspartofsomeexorcism sinceIwasn't

workingwithThembaandShineanymoreon

theircurrentjob..

Theexorcism thatwedidairedaboutthree

daysagoandithadalotofviews.Dawnhashis

ownchannelwereheairssomeofthe

Exorcisms,it'snotapublicitystuntbuttolet

everyoneknowthatsuchexists.It'salsoaway

forhim tomakealiving.Ihopetherewillbea

wayformetoo,tomakealivingwhenIbecome

apreacher.Idon'twannarobinnocentpeople

offtheirmoney..



Dawn:Hereisyourcheque,youcancashitin

anytime

ItwasR9500

Me:Thankyou

Hesatonhisdeskwhilehisotherlegwas

balancingonthefloor..

Him:Ithoughtyouwouldbehappy..You

deserveeverycent

Ifakedasmile..

Me:Yathankyou

Him:Somethingbotheringyou?

Iwentandsatonthesmallcouch..

Me:Heisnotpossessed..MyBrotherisnot

possessed

Him:Shouldn'tyoubehappythen?

Me:ThismorningwhenweweretalkingI

noticedsomething



Him:What?

Me:Hehasthistattooofapyramidwithaneye

init,itglowed.Thetattoooriginallyit'sblackbut

whenitgloweditwasgreen

Him:Apyramid?Withaneye?

Inodded..

Hetookhisphoneandwasonitforawhile..

Him:Isthisthepyramid?

Iwentandlookedatit..

Me:Yaexactlythesame

Him:Ican'tbelieveit

Me:Believewhat?

Him:HeistheservantofLucifer,thispyramid

datesbacktotheIlluminati.Theeyeinsideofit

theyrefertoitasthe"3rdeye"Theeyethat

seeseverything

Me:Idon'tunderstand?



Him:Idon'tknowifhegotthetattoojustforfun

ormaybeheadmireditbuthepracticallysold

hissoultothedevilwiththisstampof

ownership,thepyramidgoesdeeper.Idon't

thinkherealizedthemeaningofitwhenhegot

it

Me:Exactlywhatdoesitmean?

Him:Itmeansthatthroughthispyramidtattoo

there'saconnectionbetweenhim andthedevil,

thedevilhasbeenabletocontrolhim through

thetattoo

Me:Dammit!NowIknowwhathemeantwhen

hesaidhehasmyBrother

Him:Thedevilhashissoul,Heownsit

Theconnectionwillneverbebrokenuntilhe

removesthetattooanddoawaywitheverything

thathegainedwhenhestillhadthetattoo

Thiswasamess..HowdoIgetNisoto

understandespeciallywiththetypeofperson



thatheisnow

_

NOMVELO

Iwaswokenupbynoise,whenIlistened

carefullythevoicesoundedfamiliar.Itwas

Niso..

Niso:Uphi?(Whereisshe)

Groovy:Pholatuu!!(Relax)

Niso:Ungang'tsheliukuthing'phole!(donttell

metorelax)Don'tcometomewiththatshit!!

IheardGroovy'sgrandmothershouting..

Her:Kwenzakalani?(what'shappening)

Shehadpassedoutonthatwornoutcouch,

shehadbeendrinkingearlieron..

Iquicklygotoutofbedandmyfirstthought

wastolockthedoorbut,thedoorwasnoteven

ingoodcondition.Itdidn'thaveadoorhandle,



weevenusedafoldedpapertocloseittightly..

Thedoorflungopenandhewalkedin,Hewas

mad.Hewasfigurativelyroaringlikealion,I

haveneverseenhim thatmadbefore.Istood

thereallfrozenasheapproachedme,Ididn't

knowwhattosay.

Groovy:Nisoimahaukantiyini?(Nisowaita

minute)

Heputhishandonmythroatandthenhe

bangedmeagainstthewall,bangedthebackof

myheadagainstthewallsoomuchthatIswear

Icouldfeelmyskullcracking..

Groovy:Nisoyimauzobulalaomunye

umntwana(Nisostopityougoingtokillher)

.

Tobecontinued

Noedits

47



NOMVELO

Idon'tknowtheendresultofwhatNisodidto

meotherthanwakingupinthecarwitha

bangingheadache.Theheadachewouldget

moreintenseasImovemyhead,orifItouch

thebackofmyhead.Iam evensurprisedthat

I'm stillalive,hereallywasgoingforthekill..

HewasconcentratedontheroadandIwas

quietinthefrontseat,Iwastryingtoprocess

everythingthathappenedearlieron.IfmyUncle

washerethiswould'veendedbadly,hewould've

killedNisowithouteventhinkingtwiceorasking

anyquestions.Iam veryconfusedwiththe

suddenchangeofhisattitude,Iknowthathe

hasalwaysbeenstubborn,heisabig

disciplinarianbuttogothisfar?Inever

imaginedhim goingthisfar.Thisisthesame

personwhoneverwantedtoseeatearinmy

eye,heneverwantedtoseemesadorbroken

andallofasuddenheistheonehurtingme.I



am veryconfused..

Hewasveryimpatientwithotherdriversonthe

road,hewasjustadifferentperson.Different

from howIknowhim.

Wefinallyarrivedathisplace,heparkednextto

thegateandwegotout.Ifollowedhisleadas

heledtheway.Ireallyneedtobath,Ihaven't

bathefortwodays,Ilookedlikeamess.Iwas

wearingGroovy'sshort,aspaghettitop,and

flops.Myhairwasamess,Ididn'tevencombit.

AllthosegirlsIusedtocallratchetIwasoneof

them..

Thehousewasquietmeaningthattherewasno

one,itwasjustmeandhim.Igotscaredof

whathemightdotome..

Islowlysatdownonthebed,myheadachewas

gettingabitintensenow..

Helookedatmeandshookhishead..

Him:Whatareyouevenwearing?



Ididn'tsayanything,hecollectedhimselfso

thathecouldcalm down..

Him:I'm goingtogetyousomepainkillersand

sometoiletriesI'llberightback

Hewalkedtothedoor..

Him:WhenIgetbackIbetterfindyouhereor

else..

Hislookwasthreateningonitsownwithout

him evencompletingthesentence..

Him:Nx!!!!

Hebangedthedoorbehindhim andmyheart

skippedabit..

_

NOMSA

Iwenttoseethisothertaxiowner,Nkosi.Heis

alsowellrespectedaroundhereandIthinkthat

ifwecouldpartnerthenthingswouldbebetter.

Ireallycannotdothisonmyown,Ineedamale



figuresomeonethattheywillrespectandfear.

Wemetatsomejointandgrabbedabite,he

wasyourtypicaltaxiownerwithagoldringin

hispinkyfinger.Hedivedinonthoseslabchips,

theyweredrowningindifferentsauces..

Him:No...Ngiyakuzwa(Ihearyou)

Idrankmyfantaorangeabit..

Me:Yanginenkingalaandngicelauncedo(I

haveaproblem hereandI'm askingforhelp)

Him:Kahlekahletshelamina..WhyuDanger

kungabiwuyeongenayo?(Tellmesomething,

whyisn'tDangertheonehelpingyou)

Me:Well..Thingsaren'treallygoodbetweenme

andhim,siyesabanok'xabanakancanenje(we

hadafight)

Him:HaimfazikaJJminangiyaxolisaangeke

ngikhoneukukunceda(Iwon'tbeabletohelp

you)



Iwasdisappointed..

Me:Ngoba?(whynot)

Him:Ialreadyhavemyowntaxisthatcome

withtheirownproblems,takinganotherloadit's

goingtobeheavyonmyshoulders

Me:Ngazengadumala(I'm disappointed)

Him:Iwouldadviseyoutotalkthingsoutno

Dangerbecausethisbusinessothertaxiowners

cancrookyou..Bazok'thathelawonkelamaTaxi

(Theywilltakeallyourtaxis)

Me:Sengizabonaukuthingenzanjani(Iwillsee

whatIcando)

_

NOMVELO

IneededpainkillersandIneededthem now,I

couldn'ttoleratetheheadacheanymore.Iheard

thekitchendooropeningandclosing,maybe

that'shim.Igotupandmademywaytothe



kitchenonlytofindthatitwasSnazo,hewas

holdingplastics.Lookslikehehadbeendoing

someshoppingforgroceries..

Hepausedwhilestillholdingtheplasticsand

lookedatme,itwasaveryembarrassing

situation.Havinghim seeingmelikethiswas

veryembarrassing..

Him:Hello

Me:Hi

Heputtheplasticsonthecounter..

Me:IthoughtitwasNiso

Him:Whereishe?

Me:He..Hewen..

Him:Areyoualright?

Inoddedandcausedmorepain..

Me:Ahhh...

Him:What'swrong?



Hemadehiswaytome,thecloserhegotthe

moreIsmelledhiscologne..

Him:What'swrong?

Me:Ihavea..Ihaveaterribleheadache

Helookedatmeforawhilewhichmademe

veryuncomfortable..

Him:MayI?

Islowlynodded..Herolledhissleeveandthen

gotmorecloser,IhopeIdidn'tsmellhorrible..

Heextendedhishandandputitatthebackof

myhead,hegentlyranhisfingersaroundthat

painfulareabusypokingithereandthere.It

waspainful,itwaspainfulthatIputmyhandon

hischest..

Him:Sorryitwilljusttakeasecond

Iclosedmyeyesashecontinuedpokinguntil

thepainseizedabit.Itwassoothing,hehas

magicalhands..



Him:Howdoesthatfeel?

Iopenedmyeyeslookedathim..

Me:Abitbetter

Iremovedmyhandfrom hischest.Heretracted

hisfrom thebackofmyheadandstarted

rubbinghishandstogether.

Him:That'snotatensionheadache,seemslike

youbumpedyourheadorsomethingthere'san

areathatfeelsswollen

Me:Howdidyouknowtheexactareawherethe

painarosefrom?

Him:Ididn'tknowthat'swhyIwentallaround

tryingtofeelit

Me:Buthowdidyouknowthatitwasatthe

backofmyhead?

Hefoldedhisarms..

Him:Whathappened?



Hislookintimidatedmenotinabadwayjust,

Nazohasalwaysbeenintimidating.There'sjust

somethingabouthim andnowIfindhim even

moreintimidating,Idon'tknowwhy..

Me:Ifell..

Him:Youfell?

Me:Yes

Helookedatmeasiflikehewastryingtoseeif

Iwastellingthetruthornot..

Me:I..Ishouldgoandliedownabit

Ilefthim standingthereandwenttothe

bedroom..

_

NISO

IpassedbyatNomvelo'splacetogetclean

closeforher,herGrandmotherwasrelievedto

hearthatIfoundher..



Her:OhhhThixowam'..ThankyouLord

Me:Nowyounolongerhavetoworryshewill

besafe

Her:Can'tshecomebackhome?

Velo'sGrandmothertoldmeeverythingabout

Velo'sunclebeingaritualistandhowmuchit

hurtVelo,shetoldmeeverythingthattranspired

thedaythatVeloranaway..

Me:FornowIthinkshewillbemoresafewith

meandmyfamily,ifshecomesbackhereshe

mightrunawayagain.Givehertimetodigest

everythingandIpromiseyouthatwhenshehas

gottenoverit,Iwillbringherback

Her:I'm justhappythatshe'sokay

Me:TomorrowIwanttotakehertotown,seeif

wecanfindspaceforheratthecollegeifnot

maybeshecangetajobjusttotakehermind

offthings



Sheclosedhereyeswithherhandsonher

chestandstartedcrying..

Her:Thankyousomuch..MayGodblessyou

myson,maythealmightyblessyou..Ohhthank

youLord,thankyouforprotectingmy

Granddaughter.ThankyouJesus..Thankyou

for-

AsshecontinuedsayingthatIfeltabitofsome

hotnessonmyarm,IcheckeditandIhadared

markrightonmypyramidtattoo,morelike

somethingburnedme.

Itwasweird..

.
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SNAZO

Ifeltsometypeofway,MrShabalala'slookwas



piercingthroughmyskin.Icouldclearlysee

thathedidn'twantmeherebutthenagainhe

wasrestrictedfrom sayinganythingsincehis

wifewastheonewhowantedmehere.Shine

hadCallemetocome,hesaidthatMrs

Shabalalahadagreedformetohelpher,hetold

methatshewasdesperate.Ilookedatherand

shelookedweary,shewastired.Shehadgiven

upallhopethatshemightbesavedfrom what

she'sgoingthrough,shewasnolongerhoping

foramiraclebuttodie.Shewantedtoberidof

thispainandsuffering.MrShabalalawas

makingmeveryuncomfortable,Idon'tthinkI

wouldproceedwiththematterathanduntilhe

leavestheroom..

MrsS:Bababengisacelausishiyekancanenje

(Canyoupleasegiveussomespace)

Itwasalmostasiflikeshereadmymind.

MrShabalalastoodupandwalkedout,Iwas

onlyleftinthelivingroom withMrsShabalala



andherDaughterZandile..

MrsS:Yazi(Youknow)

Sheglanceddownwithtearsfalling..

Her:Iam aburdentobothmyHusbandandmy

Daughter,especiallymyDaughter.Sheshould

beconcerntratingonschool,sheshouldbe

goingtothemallwithherpeersbutshe's

alwaysherewithmeafterschoolbeingmy

Nurse.She's16years,she'swaytooyoungfor

this

Zandilelookeddown,shewasstillwearingher

schooluniform..

MrsS:IhavebeentoDoctors,Ihavebeento

Prophetsbutstill

Shwclosedhereyesandexhaledloudly..

Her:IfGodcanjustrelievemefrom thisPain,if

Godcanjusttakemenowitwillbebetterfor

myDaughter



IstoodupandwenttocrouchinfrontofZandile

whoseemedverybrokenseeingherMother

cryinglikethat.Shewasplayingwithherfingers.

Thischildhasagoodandcaringheart,most

childrenwouldbecomplainingbutallshewants

istoseeherMotherhealed.Shewantstosee

herMotherfreefrom thissuffering.

Me:Hey

Shekeptquiet..

Me:Doyouknowhowblessedyou're?

Sheshookherheadno..

Me:DespiteyourMother'sconditionyoustill

respecther,youdon'ttakeadvantageofthe

factthatshe'swheelchairboundbutyoustill

keepthatsamerespectthatyoualwayshadfor

herevenbeforethewheelchairsituation

Shewipedhertears..

Me:Godhasheardyourcries,yourprayer.Your



Motherdoesn'tknowthateverynightyou

secretlyprayforhertogetbetterisn'tit?

Shenodded..

Me:Guesswhat?

Shelookedatme..

Me:Todayallhersufferingisgoingtogoaway,

yourMotherwillbeabletocookforyou,clean

anddoallthosethingsthatsheusedtodofor

youbeforeshegotsick

MrsS:Pleasedon'tputfalsehopeonher

IgotupandlookedatMrsS..

Me:Nowacertainwomanhadaflowofblood

fortwelveyears,andhadsufferedmanythings

from manyphysicians.Shehadspentallthat

shehadandwasnobetter,butrathergrew

worse.WhensheheardaboutJesus,shecame

behindhim inthecrowdandtouchedhis

garment.Forshesaid;"IFONLYIMAYTOUCH



HISCLOTHES,ISHALLBEMADEWELL"

Immediatelythefountainofherbloodwasdried

up,andshefeltinherbodythatshewashealed

oftheaffliction.

-Mark5verse25-29(NKJV)

Shewasnowverywetwithtears..

Me:Herfaithiswhathealedher,Iwantyouto

havefaithandbelievethatyouhealed.After

todaymayyouneverdoubttheexistenceofthe

almightybutmostofallafterthis,mayyoufind

itinyourhearttoforgivethepersonwhohas

causedyouthissuffering..

Ihadaclearvisionabouteverything,Mr

Shabalawashavinganaffairandhegotthe

ladypregnant.Sincehewasmarriedhedidn't

wannabetieddowntoababythatwas

conceivedthroughinfedilitysoheforcedthe

womantoabort.Thewomandidabortbecause

shedidn'twanttoraiseababyaloneespecially



whenshe'sunemployed.Itdidn'tendthere,Mr

Shabalalahadthreatenedtodoawaywithher

shouldshekeepthepregnancyortellhiswife,

andthat'swherethebitternessandhatredgrew

from thiswoman.Asaform ofrevengeshe

resortedintowitchcraft,shewantedMrs

ShabalalatopayforherHusband'ssins.

Accordingtoher,ifitwasn'tforMrsShabalala.

MrShabalalawould'veneverlefthernotforced

hertohaveanabortion

Ilookedatheragain..

Me:Thepersonwhodidthisisgoingtocome

andconfess,inyourheartIwantyoutofind

forgivenessandmoveon.Withorwithoutyour

husband

Her:Idon'tunderstand

Me:Youwilldon'tworry

IgotononekneeandIheldherleg.Isqueezed

itabit..



Me:ReceivethishealinginJesusname

Shescreamedabitasthepainandcrampsleft

her,thesnakesthatwerecompressingherlegs

letgo.Iheldtheotherlegandsaidthesame

words..

IlookedatZandileandinstructedhertogetthe

basinthathadwatermixedwithabitofsaltand

atowel,torelievetheswelling.Zandilewentto

getthebasinandthetowel..

IputherlegsinthebasingandIcouldseethat

thelukewarm waterwasverysoothingtoheras

sheclosedhereyesandheldherbreathalittle..

Ipouredwateroneverypartofherlegs..

Me:Youarehealed..Iwouldlikeyoutosay

thosewords

Her:Iam healed

Me:Saythosewordsuntilyoubelievethatyou

arehealed



Her:Iam healed..Iam healed..Iam healed

Tearsfell..

Me:Iwillbeback

Iwenttothekitchen,gottheparaffinandthe

matchboxthenwentoutsidetoburnthose

snakes,toburnwhatwashiddenbelowthe

groundbythatwomanwhowasbewitchingMrs

S.AsthesnakesburnedIcouldhearher

screams,Afterthissheisgoingtocomehereto

confesssothatshecouldreleaseherselffrom

theburningsensation.Sheisgoingtotakeoff

allherclothesinhopesthattheburningwill

stop,aftershehadconfessedandaskedfor

forgiveness.Hersanitywillberestoredbackby

MrsShabalala'sforgiveness.Ifnot,shewillbe

runningaroundlikeamadperson.Itis

importantthatMrsShabalalafindsitinher

hearttoforgiveher,andIknowshewillbecause

sheiskindhearted..



Iwentbacktothehouseandfoundherwalking

tothekitchen,herlegswerestillwabblyitwas

likeshewasababytakingherfirststep.She

willgetthehangofwalkingagainassoonas

theswellinggoesdown,bynextweekherlegs

willbestrongagain..

MrsS:Iam healed..Icannotb..

Me:Nodon'tsaythatdon'tsay"Icannot

believe"youalreadybelievedit,youalready

believedinthishealing

Zandilewassooemotionaltoothatshehugged

herMother..

MrsS:Idon'tevenknowwhattosay

Me:ThanktheLord

ThedooropenedandMrShabalalawalkedin,

Hecouldn'tbelieveit.Hecouldn'tbelievethat

hiswifewaswalkingagain..

Zandile:Papalook..Maiswalkingagain



Isawtearsforminginhiseyestoo,hewentand

huggedherwifewhowasnowsobbingandso

wasZandile.Itwasabeautifulandemotional

moment..

MrShabalalabrokethehugandcametome,he

wipedhistearsandhuggedme..

Him:Thankyou..ThankyouSon

Hewaseventrembling..

Him:Thankyouverymuch

Hebrokethehug...

Me:I'm justaservant,thanktheonewho

broughtaboutyourwife'shealing

Henoddedrepeatedlyshakingmyhand..

MrsS:Godblessyou..MayGodrichlyblessyou,

youdon'tknowwhatyouhavedoneformeand

myfamily

MrShabalalawentbacktohiswife..



Me:Nowyoucanburnthewheelchairoreven

giveitaway

Theylaughed..

Me:Enjoytherestofyourday..MayGodbless

you

Ihopetheywillbeabletogetthroughthenews

oftheaffair,IhopeaftertheconfessionMr

Shabalalawillchangehisways.Maythisbea

wakeupcalltohim..

_

MANTWA

Therapywasgoingwell,Iwasn't100%finebutI

wasgettingthere.DrPatelwaswouldcometo

mywardeverynowandthen,especiallywhen

heisdoingnightshifttokeepmecompanyat

timeshewouldbringmeSamosas.Iwasreally

enjoyingtherapyIdidn'tknowthattalkingcould

cleansethesoullikethis,Ididn'tknowthatI

wouldfindhealinginsharingmypain.Itwas



easyformetoforgiveNazobecausethe

breakupwasn'tduetohim illtreatingmenor

cheating,thoughItrulylovedhim butIam

happythathedidn'thurtmeinthatway.At

leastnoothermantofollowwillsufferforhis

sinsbecausehedidn'tbreakmeinthatway.

TomorrowIwasbeingdischarged,Iam looking

forwardtogoinghomeandgoingbacktomy

life.Hospitalscanbedrainingattimes..

Him:Goodday

HewalkedinholdingaTupperware..

Me:Goodday

Him:Ibroughtyousomechickencurry

Me:Whendoyougettimetocook?

Him:ThiswaspreparedbymyMother,sheisat

myplacevisitingforacoupleofdays

Me:Hmmm mama'sboy?

Hechuckled..



Him:Hardly

Me:Thankyouforthechickencurry

Him:Areyouhappythatyougoinghome

tomorrow?

Me:YesIam..

Him:It'sgoodthatyougoinghome

(Silence)

Him:Iwouldstillliketoremainfriendswithyou

evenwhenyouout

Me:I'dlikethattoo

HesmiledatmeandIsmiledathim too..

_

NOMVELO

IhadagoodnapalthoughIstillhadthe

headache,itwasn'tthattenseanymore.

IopenedmyeyesandfoundNisostarringatme,

hewassittingonthechairabitclosetothe



bed..

Him:Hey

Me:Hey

Isatupstraight..

Me:ForhowlonghaveIbeensleeping?

Him:Forawhilenow

Me:Ohw

Him:Ipassedbyatyourhouseandgotyou

somecleanclothes

Me:Thankyou

Him:I'm sorry..Ishouldn'thaveattackedyou

Ikeptquiet..

Him:BeforeyourUnclepassedonhemademe

promisehim thatIwilltakecareofyou,when

youwentmissingIthoughtthatIhadbroken

thatpromise.IthoughtthatIwasnevergoingto

findyoueveragain,especiallywiththesehorror



storiesofgirlsgettingkidnappedand

everything.Ithoughtyouwerelayinginaditch

somewheredeadIwasscared

Me:Iwasnotinagoodspace..Iwashurtand

confused

Hecameandsatnexttome,hepulledme

closertohim andgavemeatightsqueeze..

Him:Youdon'tdeserveeverythingthat's

happeningtoyou,ifyoukeepongoinglikethis

thenyougoingtomakethatwitchhappy.Iwant

youtofixyourlife,Iam hereandI'm goingto

helpyou.Justpromisemethatyouwillnever

runawayeveragain

Me:Ipromise

Hekissedmeonmyforehead..

Him:Iloveyou

Me:Iloveyoutoo

.
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SNAZO

AfterthescenariowiththeShabalala'sImetup

withShineforasnack.Sincewewereworking

differentjobswehardlyhadtimetochilland

catchup,butnowsincetheydonewecanhang

outmore.Wewerechillingatourusualspotas

always,wewereatgazinihavingsomechips

andribs..

Him:VeleveleNtwanacooldrink?

Ilookedatthecanofcoke..

Me:YaIdon'tfeellikedrinking

Him:Justsayitnjeukuthiawusabutheli(Just

sayitthatyounolongerdrinking)

Ichuckled.LatelyIhavelostallinterestin

drinking,Ihardlydrinknorsmoke.Boththose



habitsaregrowingoutofme,funnywith

smokingIthoughtthatIwasgoingtohave

withdrawalsymptomsbutIdidn't...

Shine:K'hambekanjani?(howdiditgo)

Me:K'vayegrandbuthisWifeisgoingtobe

heartbrokenwhenshelearnsthatit'sthe

mistreswhodidthattoher

Hewhistled..

Him:Aiikubi(It'sugly)

Wecontinuedeatingandchatting..

Shine:ManjewenanoMantwa?(whatabout

youandMantwa)

Me:ThelasttimeIheardshewasinhospital,

afterIbrokeupwithhershetriedhurting

herself.Sheattemptedsuicide

Him:Ngendabayomjolonje?(Justfordating)

Me:Shewasintoodeep..Istillfeelbad



Him:Maraumcavile?(didyoucheckuponher)

Me:Naa..HerMom saidIshouldn'tcallher

again

Him:AslongaGrand

Me:WhataboutyouandSbosh?

Him:ahhuthishe'spregnant

Me:Serious?

Him:Yaung'tshelekanjalo(that'swhatshetold

me)

Me:Youthinkit'strue?

Him:Ang'caviutheuzoyaDoctor(shesaidshe's

gonnagototheDr)

Me:ifuringaiWaarNtwanacongratulations(If

she'stellingthetruth..Congratulations)

Him:EishNtwanaincosiiExpensivemara

nabangabeveleusthwelesisonke(Ababyis

expensivebutifsheispregnantthenwe



togetherinthis)

Me:YizoNtwana(That'showit'ssupposedto

be)

Him:sosikelaminamanjeareyoustillgoingto

date?(tellmesomethingareyoustillgoingto

date)

Me:SinceI'm goingtobeapreachersoonI

needtogetmarriedbecauseI'm goingtohavea

church

Him:Yho!!NtwanawenaveleIndabazama

whitewedding

Webothlaughed..

Me:Ijusthopeshe'sgoingtobeworthit

Him:Ungastressi(don'tstress)

Wecontinuedeating..

Shinetookedouthisphone..

Him:Eishmissedcall..Ngiyeza(I'm coming)



Hegotupandwenttomakeaphonecall.

_

NOMVELO

AfterbathingIfeltrelaxedandveryclean,at

Groovy'splaceIdidn'tdomuchofbathing.I

wentandjoinedNisointhelivingroom,hewas

sittingatthetableandbusyinhislaptop..

Isatontopofhim..

Me:Whatareyoudoing?

Him:IwascheckingforvacanciessofarIfound

3..Sinceyouwillbestartingschoolagainnext

year,Ithinkitwillbebetterifyougetajob

insteadoflazingaround

HekissedmeonmyshoulderwhileInodded..

Him:mostlyit'sretail

Me:Anythingwilldofornow

Him:WecanworkonyourCvandsendit



tomorrow

Me:Okaybutallmydocumentsareatmy

Uncle'splace..OrshouldIsayNomsa'splace

Him:Wewillgogetthem tomorrow

Inoticedthathehadaburntmarkonhisarm..

Me:Whathappenedhere?

Him:Iam notsure

Me:Isitpainful?

Him:Justalittle

Hekissedmeatthebackofmyneck..

Me:TomorrowIshouldalsogoandseemy

Grandmother..Whatdoyouthink?

Him:Ithinkshewouldappreciatethat

Heranhishandsfrom mywaistalluptomy

breasts..

Him:I'vemissedyou



Me:I'vemissedyoutoo

Ichangedthesittingpositionsothatwecould

faceeachother,andthenwekissed.

Me:Maybeweshouldgotothebedroom,Idon't

wantyourMom oryourBrotherwalkinginonus

Him:Okay

Hepickedmeupandthenwemadeourwayto

thebedroom..

_

MANTWA

IheardaknockatthedooranditwasDrPatel,

hemadehiswayin..

Me:Goinghome?

Him:Ya..Ijustfinishedmyshift

Me:Okay

Him:Imightnotseeyoutomorrowwhenyou

leave,I'llbeoff



Me:That'sbad

Hewalkedinandsatattheedgeofthebed

whileholdinghislaptopbag..

Him:Howistherapygoing?

Me:It'sgoingwellI'm reallyenjoyingit

Him:That'sgood

Him:NottobeforwardmaybeIshouldhave

yournumbersothatIcancheckuponyou

HehandedmehisiPhone,andIputinmy

numbers..

ThistimearoundIdon'twanttobeforward,the

lasttimeItookchargewithNazoitdidn'tend

well.Iendeduphere..

Him:I'llcallyou

Me:Okay

Him:Goodnight

Me:Night



Hegotupandleft...

_

NOMVELO

Rightwhenwewerestillcaughtupinthe

moment,Iheardthekitchendooropeningand

closing.Ibrokethekiss..

Niso:what?

Me:Someonecamein

Him:So?

Me:So?Ifindituncomfortablegettingbusy

whensomeoneisaroundthehouse

TheTVwenton..

Gugu:Nisoareyouhome?

Niso:Whileweatittomorrowwemustalsoget

ourownplace

Ilaughed..

Gugu:Isawyourcaroutside



Niso:Yang'khona(I'm around)

Gugu:Okay...Areyouhungry?Khane

ngizopheka(I'm justabouttostartcooking)

Niso:Takeyourtime

Gugu:Wenzani?(whatareyoudoing)

Niso:Justresting

Gugu:Okayke..ManjeindabakaNomvelo?

(whataboutNomvelo)

Niso:EishGuguwewilltalklater!

Gugu:Ngiyabuzanjekphelahau!(I'm just

asking)

Hegotoffmeandlaidnexttome,hewashard..

Him:Youknowwecan..

Me:No..Idon'ttrustyourMom shewillbe

callingyouwhenwecaughtupinthemoment

Heexhaledinfrustration..

Him:Finekegivemeahandjob



Hetookmyhandandputitinsidehisbriefs..

Him:YouwillplaywithmeuntilIcomethen

afterwegoingtogoandtalktoGugu

Idon'tthinkGugulikesme,andIhopethatshe

willallowformetostayhereforawhileuntilI

am readytogobacktomyGrandmother's

place..

_

SNAZO

AfterchillingwithShineIwenthome,Iwanted

tohaveanearlynight.Iunlockedmyroom and

walkedin,Iclosedthedoorandturnedaround.I

sawthisladysittingonmybed.Ifreakedouta

bit,shewaswearingawhitedress..

Her:HiSnazo

Me:Whoareyou?Andhowdidyougetin?

ShestoodupandInoticedthatshewasslightly

tallerthanme.Shewasprettytallforagirl..



Her:MynameisHelena..Youdon'tknowhow

muchIhavewaitedtomeetyou

Me:Howdidyougetinhere?

Her:I'm anangelIcangetinanywhere

Me:Youawhite?

Ilaughedindisbelief..

Her:Ithoughtwewerepassthatstageofyou

notbelieving

Me:Don'tgetmewrongI'm usedtotheglowing

typeofangelswithwings?

Shelookedaround..

Her:Wellyourroom isquietsmall,mywingsare

bigbutforallit'sworth

Shewalkedcloserandstretchedherhandto

me.Istretchedminetoherforahandshakeand

myourhandsstartedglowing,thereexpelled

thisbrightlight



Her:Nowdoyoubelieve?

Sheretractedherhandback..

Me:Wow

Shewalkedaroundintheroom..

Her:Outofallmychargesyoutheonewithan

interestinggift

Shelookedatme..

Her:Thegiftofhealingwithyourhandsand

withwords..Youdon'tknowhowmanybroken

soulsyougoingtohealandsavefrom suicide

andprematuredeath

Me:ThankyouIguess

Her:SnazoIam responsibleforyou,whatever

youdoit'sgoingtoaffectmetoo.Iam meant

toguideyou

Me:Idon'tunderstand

Her:Youneedtounderstandthatyouwon'tbe



abletosaveeveryone

Me:Okay?

Her:Andthateveryoneincludesyourown

Brother

Me:Excuseme?

Her:SnazounfortunatelyNisocannotbesaved

Ichucked..

Me:Youkiddingmeright?Whynot?Everyone

deservestobesaved

Her:He..Apartfrom thefactthatheisleading

manysoulstodoom sometimesfateisfar

beyondhumanunderstanding

Me:Okaylisten..Youdon'tunderstand,I

acceptedthisgiftbecauseofhim!Forhim tobe

safeatalltimes!Ifsomethinghappenstohim

thenallofthis,Iwon'tbeabletodothis

Her:Sweetiedeepdownyouhaveacceptedthis

giftbecauseyouwannasavesoulsit'snot



entirelyabouthim

Me:Iam notgoingtoletanythinghappento

him!

Her:NazohissoulbelongstoLucifer

Me:AndIwillfighthim

Her:Nazoyouahealeryoucan'treallyfight

Luciferheadon

Me:I'vebeendoingexorcismswithDawnand

trustmeIam notscared

Her:Ilikeyourconfidencebut..

Me:butnothing!

Her:Doyourealizethatyoucannotchangefate?

IfIhelpyouinthisIam goingtoendupin

PurgatoryforeverdoyouknowwhatPurgatory

islike?

Me:Idon'tcare!!

Her:Youcan'tsavehim!!



Me:IcanandIwill!

Her:Noyouwon't!

Me:Ifanythinghappenstohim..Iwillrainblood

onanythinglabeledaChristianoutthere,I

promiseyou

Her:Youdon'tmeanthat

Me:YesIdo!Markmywords!

.
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SNAZO

Icouldn'tunderstandIthoughtthatAngelswere

supposedtobeperfect,theseperfectand

innocentcreaturesthatresideinheaven.

HavingthisHelenaofanAngeltellmethatmy

Brothercannotbesavedwasn'tsittingwellwith



me.Iwasnowquestioningiftheyreallywhat

theyseem tobe..

Me:IthoughtAngelswereperfectmystical

creatures,Ithoughtyouwereperfectbutnowit

soundstomethatyoutwisted!

Her:Iknowhowitsoundsbutyoudon't

understand

Me:WhendidmyBrotherevensellhissoul?

Nisoiswaytoodifferentfrom me,hedoesn't

evenbelieveinthesupernatural

Her:What'shappeningtohim goesdeeper,it

goesbeyondhavingatattoo.Nisohasalways

attributedtraitsthatmadehim vulnerablefor

Lucifertowhispertohim.Thetattoojust

becamestrawberriesontop

Me:Whatexactlyareyousaying?

Her:HeoncesaidandIquote"ifIlluminatiis

sellingmysoulforriches,andtheonlyfearis

dyingbroke.ThenhelliswhereIdecidetogo"



thataffirmationfrom him everydayiswhatgot

him whereheisinthefirstplace,followinghis

anger,Arrogance,andstubbornness.Nisohas

sunkdeeperanddeeperheisleadingmoreand

moresoulsintodoom.Justasyouaservantof

God,hetooisaservanttohisownmaster

Me:MyBrotheris..

Her:Adevilworshiper..Nazopeopletendto

lookforaneasywayoutoftoughsituations

andNisosawwhathisdoingastheonlyway

out.Hissituationwasn'tentirelylackand

limitation.Hewantedpower,hewantedrespect,

hewantedrichesevenifitmeantsellinghis

soul

Me:HeismyBrothertherehastobeaway

Her:Thisisnotademonicpossession,heisnot

possessedbutworkingforthedevil.Hecan

onlybesavedifheiswillingtogiveupwhathe

gotfrom thedevilIdon'tseehim doingthat.I



havelookedatitinallpossiblewaysandIstill

getthesameresult

Me:IwillconjureLuciferifIhavetoo

Her:IknowhowmuchyouloveyourBrother

andhowmuchyoucareforhim butNazoyour

Brotherisadifferentspectrum from whoyou

arenow,thisgoeswaydeeperthanyouthink.

InnocentlivesareatstakeMothersarecrying

fortheirchildrenIam sorry,Iam herebecause

youmattermorethanyouthinktous.Youhave

tofulfillyourdestiny..Youaresavingandheis

killing

Me:Hematterstometoo!!HeismyBrother

andhematterstome!

Her:Iam onlytellingyouthisbecauseIwant

youtobeabletoletgowhenthetimecomes,

wecannotstopthereaperwhenitcomesfor

hissoulandifyousavehim then..

Me:Sothereisawaytosavehim?



Her:Ifyousavehim heisgoingtokillsomeone

whoistiedtoyourdestiny

Me:Idon'tunderstand

Her:HeisgoingtokillNomvelo

Me:MyBrothercanbeanythingbutheisnota

murderer

Her:YourBrotherisn't,butyourBrotherwho

soldhissoulis!Ifhe'ssavedthenNomvelodies

Me:Idon'tcare!!ShecandieforallIcareshe

hasbeennothingbutPaineversinceshecame

intoourlives

Her:Younotmyfirstchargebutyouthefirst

that'sthisstubborn.Iam yourguardian

anythingyoudoIwillaccountforit,Iwillhave

togotoPurgatoryforeverandbeingthere

meansmynextchargesaregoingtosuffer

Me:Youcannotseethefuture

Her:"DoyousupposethatIcametogivepeace



onearth?Itellyou,notatall,butratherdivision.

Forfrom nowonfiveinonehousewillbe

divided:threeagainsttwo,andtwoagainst

three.Fatherwillbedividedagainstsonand

sonagainstfather,motheragainstdaughter

anddaughteragainstmother"Luke12verse51-

53

Iheardsomeoneknockingatthedoor..

Helena:Wakeupandopen

Voice:Nazo!!AreyouinMan?

Islowlyopenedmyeyesandlookedaroundin

mybedroom,Iwasalone.LookedlikeIhad

passedoutinbed.Itwasnowevendarkoutside,

forhowlonghaveIbeenout?

Theknockpersisted...

Me:I'm coming

Igotoutofbedwhileyawningandwenttoopen,

itwasNiso..



Him:Ithoughtyouwerestillout

Me:Imust'vepassedoutwhenIgotback

Him:Thisthe3rdtimeIcamelookingforyou

Me:Imust'vebeendeadasleep

Him:Seemsso

HelookedaroundasIswitchedonthelight..

Me:IeventhinkthatIhadadream..Ijustdon't

rememberwhatitwasabout

Hechuckled..

Him:Didyougohardonthebottleorweed?

Me:Neither

Him:AytmanIwantyoupresent..Got

somethingIwannatalktoyouandGuguabout

Me:Now?

Him:Yeahnow

Me:AytI'llbethere



Him:Cool

Hewalkedout..

Thatwasveryweird..

_

DANGER

Nomsahadcalledmetocomeandseeher,she

wantedtotalktomeaboutsomething

important.Shepouredmeaglassofwhiskey

andIjustlookedatit..

Her:Dangeryoushouldbethankingme.

AtleastnowNomveloknowsthetruth,atleast

sheknowswhoherrealfatheris

Me:Youwantmetothankyouforruiningmy

Daughter'slife?Itwasn'tyourplacetotellher

Her:Wereyouevengoingtotellher?

Me:ShehadjustlostherUncle..Someonewho

matteredalottohersheisemotionallybroken



Her:I'm sorryandI'm sorryhowthingsarebut

DangeryouandIhavealwaysbeengood

friends

Me:I'm nofoolNomsa..Whatdoyouwant?

Ilookedaroundtheroom..

Her:OkaylookIwillgiveNomveloR5000a

month,payforhertuitionfeesuntilshe'sdone

atschoolandgiveherbackhercar

Me:Atwhatprice?

Her:AllyouhavetodoistomindtheTaxi

business,Iwillmakesurethatyoualsowell

takenof

Me:Doyouevenknowthepriceoftheseriches?

Everythinghereisasacrificeofmywife'sheart

andblood!DoyouknowwhatJJhadtodoto

geteverythingthatheowned?Sacrificinghis

ownsistersowhatyougoingtodo?Because

richeslikethisneedbloodsacrifice?



Shekeptquiet...

Me:IonlystayedandworkedforJJbecauseof

myDaughter,Ineededtomakesurethatshe

didn'tbecomethesacrificeatsomepoint..Do

youreallythinkthatIwantedtobeapartof

whatcausedmethegreatestpain?Thinkagain

Istoodup..

Me:Youdon'tknowwhatyougettingyourself

into,sohelpyouGod

Imademywaytothedoor..

_

NOMVELO

Iwasverynervous,nervousathowtheywere

goingtorespondtoNiso'srequest.IloveNiso

andrightnowheismysanity,Iam tryingtoheal

from whathappenedandheisthelovethat

keepsmesane.Iwasholdinghishandtightas

hedeliveredthenewstohisMotherand



Brother..

Him:IcalledbothofyouherebecauseIwanted

totalktoyouaboutsomethingthat'svery

important

Gugu'slookwasalreadymakingmevery

uncomfortable..

Niso:IpromisedJJthatIwilltakecareof

Nomvelo,heaskedmetoand..Nomvelohas

beenthroughalotshe'sactuallyactuallygoing

throughalotandIthinksheshouldbecloseto

mefortimebeingIhavealreadyspokentoher

Grandmotherandshewillbestayingwithus

Theybothkeptquiet..

Gugu:I..Idon'tthinkthat'sagoodidea

Niso:Obviouslyitwouldn'tbetoyou

Gugu:Nisodon'tinvolveyourselfinother

people'sbusinessletNomvelosortherselfout

withherfamilyI'm sorrythatyouwentthrough



whatyouwentthroughandweknowhowyou

feelwejustlostmyMotherbutyoudon'tsee

anyofusmovinginatotherpeople'splaces

Niso:Gugu!

Gugu:What?Iam veryuncomfortableabout

thiswholething..Nazowouldagreewithme

thatCohabitationisasin

Me:It'sokayI'llgobackhome

Niso:Noyounotgoinganywhere!

HelookedathisMom..

Niso:Ifyoudon'twantherherethenyoudon't

wantmehere

Gugu:Nisolifeisnotlikethat!Youcannotdo

this!

Niso:YesIcan!!Youbusypreachingabout

cohabitationbeingwrongwhileyousleptwith

everydickoutthere!Thengottwosonswhom

youdon'tevenknowwhotheirfatheris



Gugu:Youwatchyourmouth!!!

Niso:YoushouldbehappythatI'm committed

toonegirlonlyinsteadofstickingmydick

everywhere!

Gugu:Yeywena!!!!!

Me:Nisostop

GugulookedatSnazo..

Gugu:Uzomyekavele?(yougoingtolethim be

like)

Niso:Yeslet'sbringtheProphetintothismatter

hopinglightningwillstrikemedown!Nazois

weak!Sincehetookthisretardedroadhehas

turnedintonothingbutaweakling!!!

Nazoseemedlikehewasgettingboredby

what'shappening,hestoodupwalkedaway

withhishandsinhispockets..

Guguwashurt,shestoodupandwenttoher

bedroom,Ireallydon'tknowwhathasgotten



intoNiso.Hewasneverlikethis..

.
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NOMVELO

IthoughtthatIknewNisobutclearlyIdidn't.

Yeshehasalwaysbeenabitstubbornand

arrogantbutwhathedidlastnight,thatwastoo

much.Ihaveneverseenhim likethat,Inever

picturedhim goingthatfarastodisrespecthis

familylikethat.IfhecouldtreathisownMother

likethat,someonewhobroughthim intothis

worldthenwhoam I?Whatifhedoesthesame

thingtomeandmore?Thisthingcalledlifehas

nosenseofhumor.Justtothinkthatmylife

wasperfectonceuponatimeandnow



everythinghasjustcrumbleddown,andthenI

learnedthatpartsofwhatseemedlikeaperfect

lifewasallalie..Itwasdamntoomuchforme!

IwishsomeonecouldunderstandthepainthatI

wasfeeling,itwasn'tblissatall..

Ihavebeenupnowforalmostanhourorso,

theweatheroutsideseemedabitcloudylikeit

wasgoingtorain.Iwasn'tsureaboutthetime

butallIknowisthatIhadnostrengthofgoing

outofthisroom,especiallysinceithasbeen

cleartomeoverandoverthatGugudoesn'tlike

me.Iwonderhowlifecould'vebeenifmy

Motherwasstillaround,Idon'tevenknowwere

togohomeisnotanoption.MyGrandmother

stoodbyandwatchedherSonkillmyMother,I

stronglybelievethatsheknew.Sheknewthat

JJkilledmyMotherbutshesaidnothing

becauseshewasenjoyingthefruitsfrom the

eviltree.Ifthere'strulyaGodouttherethenhe

hasfailedme,Iwas5whenIwitnessedthe



horrorofmyMom beingkilledasiflikeshe

wasn'thuman.Herheartwasripped,shediedin

pain.Shediedwhilecryingandbeggingforher

life.Imightnotremembereverythingthat

happenedthatnightbutshewashumanand

shedidn'tdeservetodielikethat...

Nisowalkedbackin,ifyouwannagoouttothe

kitchenoranywhereyoucan.Idon'tthinkshe

hascameoutofherroom..

Me:Andyounotworried?

Him:NoI'm not

Thatwascold..

Him:LookmyMotherandI,thingshavealways

beenlikethisbetweenus.Waybeforeyou

cameintothepicture

Me:Idon'tknow..ThisisnotthelifeIwanna

livealwaysbumpingintowallswithyourMother

Him:Youdon'thavetoo..Wecangoandfind



ourownplacetolive

Me:Stillthatwon'tsolvethesituation

Him:Idon'tknowwhatyouwantthen

Me:MaybeIshouldjustgobackhome

Him:No..

Me:Ican'trunawayforever

Him:Youwannagohomesothatyoucanrun

offagain?

Me:Ican'tlivehere..Theenvironmentisnot

nice

Him:Itoldyouthatwedon'thavetolivehere!!I

cangetusaplace!

Me:Youatschool..Wheredoyouevengetall

thismoneyfrom?

Him:That'smybusiness!

Hisphonebeeped,hetookitandreadthe

message..



(Silence)

Him:Ihavetogosomewhere..Wewillcontinue

thiswhenIgetback,youandGuguwilljust

havetomakeitworkandyounotgoinghome!!

Notasyet

Hewalkedoutandbangedthedoorbehindhim..

_

SNAZO

ThefirstthingIdidwhenIwokeupwastogo

andseeDawnhewasathisstudio.Nisois

becomingtoomuch,Idon'tlikewhatheis

turningouttobeatall.Withhissuddenchange

ofbehaviorIhadnodoubtthatthedevilis

involved,Iwillhavetohelphim beforethedevil

totallyconsumeshim..

Idon'tknowwhyyoubutI'vebeenhavingthis

weirdfeelinglikeIhadtoremembersomething,

somethingthatwasveryimportant.LastnightI

keptonhavingflashesofaconversationthatI



hadwithsomeone,Idon'trememberwhatit

wasaboutandIdon'trememberwhothe

personwas..

Ididn'texpecttofindhim athisstudiosoearly

inthemorningbutthenagainDawnisa

workaholicheprobablyhasbeenherethe

wholenightwithhisteam.

Iknockedathisoffice,hewassittingathis

deskwithhislaptopopen.IheardscreamsI

thinkhewaswatchingoneoftheexorcism

tapes..

Me:Hey

Heclosedthelaptop..

Him:Nazo?

Iwalkedin..

Me:Howareyou?

Him:I'm goodjustsurprisedtoseeyouhere

especiallythisearly



Me:Yamansorryforjustshowingupandnot

evencalling

Him:IguessnowIknowwhymygutfeelinghas

beentellingmetogotoworkearly

Me:Iguessso

Iclosedthedoor..

Me:Therewasnooneatthereception

reception

Him:Iknowmyteam onlyarrivesat08:00am,

it's6:30am

Inodded..

Him:Iseverythingalright?

Me:Everythingisnotalright

Him:What'swrong

Me:Ineedyourhelp

Him:YouknowI'm alwaysheretohelp

Me:YaI'm afraidthisissomethingabit



complicated

Hegavemeapuzzlinglook..

Me:IwanttoconjureLucifer

Helookedatmeforatleast10secondswithout

sayinganything..

Him:I'm sorryIthoughtIheardyousayingyou

wanttoconjureLucifer?

Me:YesIwanttoconjurehim

Him:What'swrong?

Me:It'smyBrotherIhavetosavehim

Him:AndyouthinkconjuringLuciferwillhelp?

Me:DawnIwouldn'tbeaskingthisifitwasn't

important

Him:NazoyouwanttoconjureLucifer,you

wanttobringhim herefrom hell..Youcan't

disturbasnakeinit'sterritoryandnotexpectto

bebitten



Me:ThisistheonlychoicethatIhave..Theonly

shotatsavingmyBrother

Him:Nazowecan'tdothat..ConjuringLucifer

willnotonlybringhim aboutbutalsowhenthat

curtainisopenedmanyspiritswillcrossover

notfriendlyspiritsandmyteamswillbehere

soonnotallofthem arebelieversthey

vulnerabletopossession

Me:Closethestudioforafewhours

Him:What?

Me:Dawnplease..Iwouldn'tbeaskingifit

wasn'timportant.Iam desperate

Helookedatmeforawhile..

Him:EvenifIwantedtohelpyouNazoit'snot

possible

Me:Meaning?

Him:Youahealeryoudon'treallygodeepinto

fightingevilnotasdeepasanexorcistora



prophetsoyoualwayshaveawarriorAngel

withyouthatprotectsyoufrom theLucifer's

darksoldiers...ThereisNowaythatwecan

conjureLuciferandnothavethewarriorangel

attacking..Theycan'tbeinthesameroom

together

Ilookedaround..

Me:IsitwithMenow?

Him:It'swithyouatalltimes

Me:Wewilljusthavetotakethatrisk

Heexhaled..

Him:Areyousure?

Me:wouldn'tyoudothesameforsomeonethat

youcaredabout?

Him:Fine..Ifwedothisthenwehavetodoit

quicklybeforetheteam getshere..Followme

HeledthewayoutandIfollowedhim..



_

NOMVELO

TherewasnowaythatIwasgoingtostayhere,

notwitheverythingthat'shappening.ThoughI

reallydidn'twannagobacktomy

Grandmother'shousebutIhavenochoice,I

cannotstayherewhileit'salwaysworldWar3.

I'm goingthroughalotandIwouldlikemy

peace..

WhenIgottothekitchenGuguwasthere,it

wasabitofaweirdsituation.Ididn'tknowwhat

tosay,Icouldn'tturnback.Shewaswashing

disheswhilehummingacertainsongatthe

sametime..

Icollectedmyselfandwalkedclosertothe

door..

Me:Goodmorning

Shestoppedhumming,shepausedforafew

secondswithouteventurningtolookatme.



Shethencontinuedwithwhatshewasdoing.I

mademywaytothedoorandopenedbutI

didn'twalkout..

Me:I'm sorryaboutlastnight...Niso..Iam

goingbackhomeitwasnevermyintentionto

makeyouandhim fight

Sheignoredme,Iwantedtosaymorebuther

attitudewasn'tright.Iwalkedoutandclosed

thedoorbehindme..

_

SNAZO

Wewereinanotherroom thatwasmuchbigger

andlookedlikeastoreroom.Therewasalotof

boxesaround,files,andotherthingsthatthey

use.Therewaseventheirequipment,cameras,

lights,microphonesandwhatnot.Hetook

downaboxandhandedittome,Ilookedinside

andithadcrystals,chalks,abookandafew

otherthings..



Him:WehavetodrawaDevil'strapandput

crystalsaroundit..Thetrapandthecrystalswill

trapLuciferandanyspiritaccompanyinghim

from causinganyharm orpossession..

Hegotdownfrom theladder..

Hecameandwentthroughthebox..

Him:Here

Hegavemeanamulet...

Him:Itwillpreventhim andhisfriendsfrom

possessingyou..Putiton,it'sforprotection

Iputtheboxdownandputiton..

Me:Howdidyoulearnaboutthisstuff?

Him:I'm anexorcist..It'smyjobtoknowabout

thisstaffasyoucallit

Hetookoutthebookandpagesthroughuntil

hegotintosomepagethathadwhatlookedlike

apentagonofsomesort,hetookthechalks

andlookedaroundtheroom..



Him:Helpmemovesomeofthesechairsto

createmorespace

Wemovedthechairsandcreatedspace,then

hestarteddrawingonthefloor..

Him:ThisistheDevil'strapyoushoulddrawit

insomepartsofyourhouse

Me:YeahthenmyBrotherwon'tbeableto

comein

Webothlaughed..

Him:YourBrotherisblessedtohaveyou..He

mustbegrateful

Me:Yeahwebeenthroughalottogether

AsDawnwassettingeverythingup,thesmall

windowreflectedabitoflightwhichinturnI

sawashadowofbigwingsflappingaround

behindme.Iturnedaroundandnoonewas

standingbehindme...

Me:ErrDawn



Him:Yeah?

Me:Comehereforasec

Hemadehiswaytome...

Him:What?

Lookatthis..

Ishowedhim theshadowofthewings..

Him:AsI'vesaidbefore.

Youhaveawarriorangelwithyouatalltimes..

ArchangelUri

Me:Youcanseehim?

Him:Yes

Me:Really?HowcomeIcan't?

Him:warriorangelstheirtrueform isabitscary,

youmightfinditunpleasantwhenyouseehim

plusyoureallyneedtobeintunewithyour

spiritualselftohim rightnowdeepwithinyou

there'snopeace



IlookedbehindmeagainandIstilldidn'tsee

anyone

Dawnwentbacktothesetup,Imovedtothe

sideandthewingsfollowedme..

Me:Interesting

Dawn:What'sinteresting

Me:Nothing

Ilookedathim ashesatupeverything,Imight

haveoneshotatLucifer..Ihopethisworks

_

NISO

Imetupwithoneofmyclients,helookedlike

shit.Hewastremblinghehadblackspots

aroundhiseye,hislipsweredryandhiseyes

wereabitred.Helookedlikehehasn'tsleptina

while..

HegavemetheR2000,whileIhavehim 3pills..



Me:Youalrightman?

Hewasshakingreallybad,andhewasdressed

upverywarm asiflikeitwassnowing...

Him:DoIlookokay?

Me:Goeasyhey

Him:Areyoumockingme?

Heopenedtheplasticandtookoutonepill..

Me:Heyyoucan'tdothishere

Him:Ireallyneedafix

Me:Iknowbutnothere

Ilookedaround..

Him:Iam goingcrazyIreallyneedtodothis

rightnow!!

Me:Manjustcalm down!!

Him:Youcalm down!!!

Helookedaround..



Him:ForthepastfewdaysI..Iswearmanthat

I'vebeenseeingtheDevil'sface..I'vebeen

hallucinatingwithoutmyfix,I'vebeenseeing

demonseverywhere..It'shardman..It'sreally

hard

Isnatchedtheplasticawayfrom him..

Him:Givememyshit!!

Me:Youcan'tdothishere..NowkeepitcoolI'll

driveyouhome

Him:No...

Helookedaround...

Him:Getawayfrom me!!

Me:Ethen??

Him:Tellthem togetawayfrom me!!

Me:Mancalm downthere'snothinghere

Him:Goaway!!

Hewasactingallparanoid..



Me:Eth..

Thesecurityguardwalkeduptous,hemonitors

thecarsintheparkinglot..

Me:Ethenjustcalm downman

Him:Nogetawayfrom me!!!

Itriedholdinghim tocalm him downbuthe

panickedandstartedhittingMe..

Me:FuckitEthen!!

Security:Iseverythingokay?

Me:Everythingisfine

Ethen:Getawayfrom me!!

Security:Sirareyouokay?

Me:He'sfine

Ethen:Getawayfrom meyoubloodydevil

Outofnowherehejumpedonthesecurityand

startedattackinghim,thesecurityguardgothis

peppersprayandsprayedhim..



Ethen:Myeyes!!!

Hewentdown..

Me:Ethen?

Hewentdownonthegroundwhilestrugglinga

bituntilhewaswasperfectlystill.Hiseyeshad

alsorolledbackandhehadavisiblemarkon

hisarm ofacrossthatwasupsidedown,itwas

veryweird..

.
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NISO

Myfirstthoughtwastogetoutofthereasfast

asIcouldbutsincethesecurityguardwaswith

mewheneverythingwentdownIcouldn'tleave,

IhadtowaitforthepolicesothatIcouldgive

outastatement.Ethenhasalwaysbeena



problematicclientIgetitthathewasaddicted

buthecould'vewaitedtillwemetupinaprivate

place,notatmylocalmall.Icouldn'tcuthim off,

Iknowhim from schoolhewasgoingtogive

meaway..

Igavethepolicemystatementsomething

simplethatEthenandIwerefriends,wemetup

atthemalltocatchuponschoolworksince

finalexamswereapproaching.Ihaven'tbeento

schoolinawhileandsincehewasaclosest

friendheofferedtocomeandgivemenotes..

Officer:Youhaven'tbeentoschoolngoba

ubugula?(Youhaven'tbeentoschoolbecause

youhavebeensick)

Me:That'scorrect

Hewaskindofdifficulttoread..

Officer:Doestheschoolknowthatyousick?

Me:It'stertiaryattendingisnotcompulsoryIt

didn'toccurtomethatIshouldreport



Henoddedwhilewritinginthepad..

Him:Whywereyoutwomeetingupsoearlyin

themorning?

Me:Hehadtogotoschool

Him:Hecouldn'tdropthenotesatyourhouse?

Me:Thehoodisabitdifficulttonavigatefor

PeoplelikeEthen,themallseemedlikea

convinientplacetomeetup

Hewroteagain..

Isawthebodybagbeingputinthepathology

van.Therewasacrowdnow,itwasalso

composedofpeoplewhowereonthemorning

shift..

Me:Isthereanymorequestions?

Him:NoSon..That'sall

Me:Icanleave?

Him:Yes..ThoughcanIhaveyournumber



incaseIneedtoseeyouagain

Me:YesOfcause

Igavehim mynumber..

Him:Youfreetogo

Me:Thankyou

Iwalkedupstraighttomycarwithouteven

lookingback..

_

SNAZO

Dawn:Areyouready?

Me:I'm ready

Wehadsetupeverything,whatwasleftwasfor

Dawntosaythespellandconjurehim...

Dawn:Heregoesnothing

Hestartedreadingfrom thebook..

Dawn:"Zerutikateratakosugezaharra,zu



biltzea...Lucifernondikzetorren"

Nothinghappened,itwasquietforawhile..

IturnedandlookedatDawn..

Me:Didyoureadcorrectly?

Him:YesIdid

Me:Thenwhat'shappening?

Him:Idon'tknowNazo..Plusitwasabadidea

from thestart

Me:Wellreadagain

Him:Youonlyhavetosayitonce

Me:Obviouslyitdidn'twork

Hestretchedthebookouttome..

Him:Wannatakeashot?

Me:IwouldifIknewhowtoreadthelanguage

Heclosedthebook..

Him:Looklet'scutourlossesand-



Allofasuddenweheardvoiceslaughing,we

heardthem from thefourcornersoftheroom

justgoingaround.Theywerequiteirritating..

Dawn:Seemslikehisfriendsareheretoo

Whenwewerestillbeingannoyedbythevoices,

afigureappearedinthemiddleoftheDevil's

trap.I'veseenitbefore,thefigurewithablack

robe.Onethatyoucan'tputafacetoo..

Thecrystalsstartedglowingtheyalsoplayed

theirpartintrappinghim inside

Lucifer:Norizanzitzaizkidanausartakniri

konbentzitzeko(whohadthegutstoconjure

me)

Heslowlyturnedandfacedus,wellI'm

assuminghewaslookingatusconsideringthe

factthatwecouldn'tseehisevilface.Itwas

hiddenbythathatfrom hisrobe.Icouldn'teven

seehislegstherobewascoveringthatup,

nevermindhishandstheywerefoldedandthe



robecoveredthem uptoo.Icanjustsayallwe

sawwastherobeandheardhisvoice,hewas

tall.TallerthanthelasttimeIhadanencounter

withhim..

Lucifer:Sükut!(Silence)

Thevoiceskeptquiet..

Lucifer:MyMyMy...Whatdowehavehere?

Iheardwingsflappingbehindme..

Lucifer:invitingmeinthesameroom withan

angel,notsoosmart.Dawnyoushouldknow

better

Theroom trembledasifliketherewasan

earthquake..

Lucifer:Goodandevilcannotexistalongside

eachother..Chooseeithermeorhim here

IturnedandlookedatDawn..

Dawn:YouhavetotalktotheArchangel,ifthe

groundbreaksLuciferwillbesetfreefrom the



trap

Me:HowdoItalktosomethingthatIcan'tsee?

Dawn:Focus

IturnedaroundandIcouldn'tseeanything..

Dawn:DeepwithinconnectwithUri

Iclosedmyeyesinhopestoconnectwiththe

angel..

(10secondslater)

Dawn:Youmightwannahurryabit

Lucifer:Thisisgoingtobefun..Mycupoftea!

IremembereddeepwithinwhoIwasdoingthis

forandthenIshiftedmyattentionfrom the

noiseintheroom andfocusedonthewings

flapping.Ithenopenedmyeyesandtherehe

was,standingrightinfrontofme.Hewasa

giantandhiswingsreachedtheceiling,Istill

don'tknowhowhewasabletoflapthem

around.Hehadaswordwithhim.



Ijustlookedathim,Iletthevoicethatweshare

deepwithindoallthetalkingwithoutme

utteringawordandhemovedback.Hedidn't

entirelyleavetheroom..

IturnedandlookedatLucifer,gladtoseethat

theDevil'strapdidn'tcrackandalsonocrystal

shiftedfrom it'splace..

Lucifer:That'sdisappointing

Me:Howcomewecan'tseeyourface?

Him:Idon'thaveabody!Iam nothuman,for

youtoseemyfaceIwillhavetopossessa

humanbeingthisrobecoversmeincaseIneed

tomakeanentrance

Dawn:Goodtoknowyouhaven'tpossessed

anyone

Lucifer:Whydidyoubringmehere?

Me:It'saboutmyBrother..Iwantyoutocutthe

dealthatyouhavewithhim



Lucifer:It'snotthateasy,seeNazolifeisnotas

colorfulasyouthinkbutweallhavechoices.In

thisbattleofgoodandevilwechoosewhich

sidewebelongtooandhemadehischoice

Me:Idon'tcarewhatchoicehemadeIwantyou

toreleasehim doyouunderstandme?Orelse-

Lucifer:Orelsewhat?

ImovedcloserandDawnstoppedme..

Imovedbackagain..

Lucifer:Doyourpathandhewilldohis!

Me:Iwillmakesurethatthere'snorestforyou!

Iwill-

Lucifer:Ahahahah..Holdyourtonguenowboy!

Youlistentome.StayoutofmywayandIwill

stayoutofyours!AndasforyourBrotherhe

willbesoonuselesstomeyoudon'tworry

aboutthat

Me:Whatdoesthatmean?



Lucifer:Ticktok..Ticktok..UselesssoldiersI

tendtodiscardthem andrecruitnewstrong

soldiers

Me:Sowhatareyougoingtodo?Killme?

Him:Yougivemewaytoomuchcredit

Me:Youleavehim alonedoyouhearme?

Him:Withpleasure!Plushewillmeethisdoom

soon!!

Hethendisappeared..

Iwasconfused,muchofwhathesaidIcouldn't

understand..

_

HOSPITAL

Iam DetectiveZwaneandIhavebeenworking

onacasethat'sverypersonaltome.Abouta

fewweeksagomyDaughtergothookedinto

drugsasawayofdealingwithherpain,seeMe

andherMom wedivorcingandwhenthe



divorcehasbeenfinalizedIwillhavetomoveto

anotherplaceandshecouldn'ttakethat.She

couldn'tdealwiththepain.Shetooksome

drugsthatreallymessedherup,sheiscurrently

fightingforherlifeatthehospitalandsoonwe

mighthavetopulltheplugbecauseIdon'tthink

shewillcomeback.FunnyenoughDoctors

can'tfindanythingwrongwithher,hervital

organsarestillfunctioningwellshejustdoesn't

wanttowakeup.Mywifewentasfarasgetting

aspiritualhealerwhotoldusthatmy

Daughter'sspiritiscurrentlytrappedinadark

place,guardedbydemons.Shetriedperforming

aritualbutitbackfired,shedroppedonthefloor

anddied.Theonlythingleftnowistojustpull

theplug,there'snohopeshewillnevercome

back.Ihavebeendedicatedinfindingthe

personwhodidthistoher,IwilllockthatSonof

ab**andthrowawaythekey.Ilookedather..

Me:Ipromiseyousweetheart,Iwillfindthe



bastardthatsoldyouthedrugsandheisgoing

topayforwhathedidtoyouandthoseother

poorkids

Mywifecouldn'tstopcryinganditpainedme

seeingherinthatstate,Ialsowipedthetear

from mycheek..

Shekissedheronherforehead..

Her:GoodbyebabyIloveyouverymuch

Ikissedherhand..

Me:Goodbyesweetheart..Iloveyou

TheDrturnedoffthemachineapartofmejust

diedthere,itwentwithmyDaughter..

_

NOMVELO

Grams:Velo

Shestoodupfrom thechair,shedidn'tlookso

good..



Me:Duchess

Shemadeherwaytome..

Her:Iwasworried..Iwasveryworriedabout

you

Me:I'm fine

ShetriedtohugmebutIsteppedback..

Me:Itwon'tbefixedtoday..It'sgoingtotakea

whileforustogobacktohowweusedtobe

Her:IsweartoyouIdidn'tknow..Ididn'tknow

whatJJdid,Iswearonmylife

Me:EitherI..It'sgoingtotakeawhile

Her:Iunderstand..I'm justgladthatyouback

Inodded..

Me:I'llgoandliedownabit

Her:Wouldyoulikesomethingtoeat?

Me:Nothankyou



Iwalkedoutonhertothebedroom..

.
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Thatwasclose,thatwasverycloseI'llneedto

beverycarefulnexttimeorelsetheseaddicts

willgetmelockedup.IgothomeandNomvelo

wasnowheretobefound,Ihadtoldhernotto

goanywhereuntilIcameback.Guguwas

washingthecurtainsshedoesalotofcleaning

latelythinkit'sherwaytokeepingsanewith

everythingthathashappened,especiallysince

myGrandmotherpassedon..

Me:Gugu!

SheignoredMe..

Me:Haveyou..DidNomvelosayanythingtoyou?



Shepausedabitbeforeansweringme..

Her:Shewentbackhome

Me:Home?That'swhatshesaid?

Her:Yes

Me:Okaycool

Iwalkedaway..

Her:Niso!

Istopped..

Her:Weneedtotalk

IturnedandlookedatHer..

Me:About?

Her:IwanttotalktoyouaboutyourFather

Thatwasnotexpected..

Me:Whynow?

Her:Maybeknowingthetruthwillhelpyoudeal

withthisangerissuethatyouhave



Me:Areyoualsogoingtotellmewhereheis?

HowIcancontacthim?

Her:It'snotthateasyNiso..Thisisrealityand

noteverythingwillgoyourway,youandyour

Fatheraren'tgoingtocirclearoundhisdinner

tableandcatchuponthings

Me:Nowyougivingmeanimpressionthat

NazoandIwewereneverplanned,wewerea

mistakeisthatwhatyoutryingtotellme?

Her:Nisoletussitdownandtalkaboutthis

Me:Idon'tthinkthere'sanythingthatwehave

totalkabout..IthinkIknownow

Her:Youdon'tunderstand

Me:Don'tunderstandwhat?

Shedidn'tknowwhattosay..

Her:Youcango

ShecontinuedwithhangingthecurtainsasI

walkedaway..



_

NAZO

Her:Oneplateofribs+chipsandacoslow

salad..

Me:Thankyou

Her:Andoneplateofsteak+chipsandonion

rings

Dawn:Thankyou

Her:Anythingelse?Maybearefillonyourdrinks?

Dawn:NothankyouIthinkwefinefornow

Her:I'llbeatthecountershouldyouneed

anything

Dawn:Thankyou

Shewalkedaway..

Iglanceddownatmyplate,thefoodwasvery

appetizingbutIdidn'tfeellikeeating..

(Silence)



Dawn:WhenIfirststartedonmyjourneyof

beinganexorcist,sinceeverythingIwasdealing

withwasscaryenoughIthoughtthatthings

wouldbebetterinmypersonallifeuntil..

Ilistenedtohim...

Him:Myfamilydidn'tunderstandhowIcould

justdropoutofcollegetofollowacalling,they

werenotheathensbutatthesametimeIhada

brightfuture.Ilostmyfamily,myparents

disownedmeIwasliterallysurvivingwiththe

littlemoneythatmySistersentmeeverymonth,

shewashelpingmeoutuntilIwasabletoget

onmyfeet.Quitefranklyshealsothoughtthat

itwasjustaphase,shethoughtthatIwas

goingtosnapoutofitandgetbacktomy

sensesbutunfortunatelyIdidn't.Itwasn'ta

game,itwasmydestiny.Ididoddjobshereand

theretosurviveandImovedabitfarfrom

homeandIfellinlovewiththisgorgeous

woman.Shebecamemyworld,shewasthe



onlyfamilyIhad..Ilovedher,shewasmylife

Me:Thenwhathappened?

Him:Iexorcizedademonthatwasvery

powerfulandIgotaheadofmyself,Ifeltbignot

knowingthatIwasactuallybringingithome

withme.Itfollowedmehome,Ishould've

knownbecausetheexorcism wasveryeasy.It

followedmehomeanditpossessedmyFiancé,

Ithoughtanexorcism wasgoingtohelpandit

didbutunfortunatelythedemonhadalready

killedher.Everyboneinherbodywasbroken,

shewas..Icouldn'trecognizeheranymore,the

demonhadruinedher.Thescratchesonher

faceshediedwhileinpain,shesufferedandI

couldn'tsaveher

Icouldseehowthiswasbreakingher..

Me:Howdidyougetoverwhathappened?

Him:Idrankmyselftodeatheveryday..Ihated

God,Ihatedeverythingthathadtodowithmy



callingIabandoneditbutthen..Therewasthis

daywhenIdecidedtoliveagain,Onethingis

thatyoucannotcryforeverthere'satimewere

youwilljusthavetostopcrying.Irealizedthat

thedevilisgoingtobreakme,heisgoingtouse

everyopportunitythathecangettobreakme

soIcanshiftfrom mycallingandwhenIdothat

moreandmorePeoplewouldsuffer.Imadea

personalchoicethen,thatmyFiancé'sdeath

wasnotgoingtobeinvainImadeitapointthat

IwillsaveasmanysoulsasIcansotheywon't

gothroughwhatIwentthrough.Lookatme

now,IhaveabeautifulwifeIhaveachievedalot.

OnethingaboutGodisthatherestores,

whateveryoulosewhileservinghim herestores

it.Mightnotbethesamebutitwillbeworthit

andmuchbetterthanthepreviousone

Ithoughtabouthisstatementforawhile..

Him:Yourchipsaregettingcold

Hegavemealottothinkabout..



_

NOMVELO

ItriedtosleepbutIwasonlytossingand

turning,alotwasgoingthroughmymind.It'sa

bitdifficulttoattainapeacefulsleepwhenyour

mindisinfestedbylethalthoughts.HowdidI

gethere?From thelifethatIusedtolivehow

didIgethere?

Itisnotajokewhentheysaylifeis

Unpredictable.Iheardthegateopeningand

closing,probablymyGrandmother'speople.I

reallyfeellikeclearingmymindwitha6pack,

justtobewhiskedawayfrom realityforawhile..

WhileIwaslayingonmybedandthinkingabout

mynowlifeIheardmyGrandmothertalkingto

someoneinthekitchen,soundedlikeNiso.I

swearmyheartpoundedatthatmoment,Niso

haschangedtosomeonethatIdon'tknow..

Igotoutofbedandmademywaytothe



kitchen,itwasreallyhim..

Grams:Angishouyambona?Sheissafe!(You

canseethatsheissafe)

Ilookedathim andhelookedlost,deepinhis

eyeshelookedlostandtired..

Me:Duchesscanyoupleasegiveussome

privacy

Her:N..

Me:Please

Shelookedathim..

Her:uyekeukurasalakwami!(stopmaking

noiseinmyhouse)

Sheclickedhertongueandwalkedaway...

Ilookedathim,thetableinthemiddlewas

helpingincasehewantedtogetphysical..

Me:Idecidedtocomebackhome

Him:Why?



Me:It'stheonlyhomeIhavenow

Him:Youcancomelivewithme

Me:YesIcanbutIdon'twant

Him:Why?WhenyouwerewithGroovydidyou

perhapsmeetsomeonethatyouwannago

backtoo?

Me:Sorry?

Him:Areyoubeingfuckedbysomeoneelse?

Me:OkayIthinkyoushouldleave

Iwentandopenedthedoor,hecameandheld

myarm verytightthenpulledmeclosetohim.

Hewasangry,hewasveryangryandbreathing

heavy..

Me:I..Iam notseeinganyone

Him:Don'tlietomebecauseIwill-

Iclosedmyeyes,Ididn'twannaimaginehim

beingamonster..



Me:Thisiswhywecannotlivetogether..I'm

scared,I'm scaredthatyoumightkillme

Him:NowyousayingI'm amonster?

Me:Youhurtingme

Allthatwasleftwasforhim toroarlikealion..

Heletgoofmyarm..

Him:Comehomewithme..Ipromiseyouthat

everythingwillbeokay

Me:Ican't

Him:Nomveloplease..Don't,youmakingme

veryangry

Me:Justleave

Him:Iam notgo-

Voice:Konkek'hambakahle?(iseverything

goingwell)

ItwasDanger,Ididn'tevenhearthegate..

Me:Yes..Nisowasjustleaving



Helookedatmewiththoseeyesfullofrage

Niso:GuessI'llseeyoulater

Inodded..

DangershiftedandthenNisomadehiswayout..

Danger:Areyouokay?

Me:I'm fine!

Iwentbacktomybedroom andlockedthe

door..

_

SNAZO

Afterourmealwemadeourwayoutofthe

restaurant,IappreciateDawnsharinghispain

withme.Ireallyneededtohearthat

AswewerewalkingtothecarIaccidentally

bumpedintosomeone..

Her:Eish!!

Me:I'm reallysorry



ShelookedatmeandIlookedather,Itwas

Busiandshewaswearingmyjacket..

Her:Nazo?

Ididthinkthatweweregoingtomeetagain.

Shetookoffthejacket...

Her:I..Youknowsomethingtoldmetoputon

thejacket

Shehandedittome..

Me:Thankyou...Howiseverythingnow?

Sheshookherheadwithtearsinhereyes..

Her:My..ThingsbetweenmeandmyMom are

nowbetter,we..

Shewipedhertears..

Me:That'sgoodtohear

Her:Isaidthataffirmationeveryday,especially

whenshewasatitandafteraboutthreeweeks

shestartedchanging.ThingsstartedchangingI



evengotajobandsavingupforschoolnext

year

Me:Iam gladtohearthat

ShetriedkneelingbeforemebutIstoppedher..

Her:I..Ioweyoumylife,ifitwasn'tforyouI

would'vecommittedsuicide

Me:Don'tthankme..ThanktheGodyouserved

whosawyourpainandsufferings,I'm just

humanIdon'tdeserveyoukneelingdown

beforeme

Shenodded...

Her:Eitherwaythankyou..Youdon't..Imean

becauseofyouGodreallycamethroughforme

whenIdidn'tthinkthathewould

Me:Don'tshiftfrom him anymore

Her:Iwon't

Dawnclearedhisthroat..



Me:Ihavetogo..Stayblessed

Her:Thankyou

Ismiledandwalkedaway..

Dawn:Andthat?

Me:Exorciseyourdemonsandletmeheal

brokensouls

Hehitmeabitonmyshoulderandweboth

laughed..

.

Tobecontinued

Noedits

54

NOMSA

Dangerreallygottomewithwhathesaidand

sincethetaxibusinesswasgoingdownIhave

decidedtosellallourtaxisandI'm goingto

investthemoney.JJdidn'tleavemuchmoney



heonlyhadR50000,I'm goingtousethat

moneytostartaconcretebusiness,onethat

willgeneratemoremoneyformeandmykids.

IhadtoldmysistereverythingthatDangersaid

tomeandshewasmorescaredthanIwas..

Her:SisIam notsosureaboutthis

Ilookedather,weweresittingoutsideand

havingdrinks..

Me:Notsureaboutwhat?

Her:WhatDangertoldyoumeansthat

everythingthatJJhadwasattainedthroughhis

Sister'sblood,suchrichesaredangerous

Me:That'swhyI'm sellingeverythingand

startingafresh

Her:Whydon'tyoujustgiveNomveloeverything?

Me:Andbeleftwithwhat?..NtokozoIdon't

wannamovebackhome..It'sembarrassing.

Wenanjejustleaveeverythingtome,thingswill



bebetterwhenIhavesoldthetaxisandstarted

anewbusiness

Her:Ifyousayso

Me:Whatyouneedtodonowistogetusmore

champagne

Her:Whateveryousay

Shestoodupandwalkedtothehousetoget

champagne.AsIwassittingandmindingmy

ownbusinessIsawawomanstandingatthe

gate,shewaswearingaverylongwhitedress.

Shewasjuststandingthereholdingontothe

gateandstarringdirectlyatwereIwassitting.I

lookedatherhopingthatshewouldmakeher

wayinbutshedidn't,shestoodthere.Iwas

starringbacktoountilNtokozowalkedoutof

thehousewithabottleofchampagne..

Ntokozo:Thisisthelastbottlethatwehave

IlookedatherwavingthebottleatmethenI

lookedatthegateagainandthewomanwasn't



thereanymore..

Ntokozo:I'llopen

Sheputthebottleontopofthetableandthen

satdown..

_

MANTWA

Beingbackathomewassomehowaroller

coasterofemotions,lookingatthatareawereI

hadtiedtheropefrom mademetobeabit

angrywithmyself.IfmylittleBrotherdidn'twalk

injustintimeIwouldn'tbeheretoday,I

wouldn'thavesurvived.MyMotherwalkedin..

Her:Areyousettlinginwell?

Inodded..

Her:ifyouwannachangebedrooms..

Me:Noit'sfine..I'm okay

Her:Areyougoingtogobacktowork?



Me:YaIwill..MaybetomorrowIfirstneedto

talktomybossandseeifIstillhaveajob

Her:Everythingisgoingtobeokay..Letme

leaveyoutorestabit

Me:Ma..

Shelookedatme..

Me:I'm sorry..I'm sorryabout..

Her:It'sokayI'm justgladthatyouokay

Me:I'm gladtoo

Shewalkedawayanddidn'tclosethedoor..

Her:Let'skeepthedooropenfornow

Me:Iunderstand

Her:I'llcheckuponyou

Me:Okay

Shewalkedaway..

_



SNAZO

IgothomeandIfoundGugucrying,shewas

sittingonthecouchthatmyGrandmotherused

tositonitwaspracticallyherfavoritecouch

becauseitgaveheramoreclearviewoftheTV..

ShewipedhertearsasImademywayin..

Isatonthearm restofthecouch..

Me:What'swrong?

Her:Idon'tknow..Idon'tknowwhatgotintomy

Son

Isighedinfrustration..

Me:Niso?

Her:TodayIwantedtotalktohim andfinally

tellhim thetruthabouthisfatherbut..

Me:Butwhat?

Her:Hedidn'twannahear

Me:That'safirst



Speakingofthedevil,Iheardthekitchendoor

openingandclosing.Whenhegottothe

doorwaythatseparatedthekitchenfrom the

loungehestoppedandlookedatus,thenhe

madehiswaytothebedroom.

Me:Niso

Hestopped..

Him:What?

Hesaidthatwithhisbackfacingme..

Me:Guguwantstotalktoyou

Him:Idon'twanttotalktoher

Me:Iwasn'taskingyou

Heturnedandlookedatme..

Him:Youdon'tgettocontrolmeanymoreNazo,

younotmyFather!

Igotupfrom thearmrestofthecouchbutGugu

heldmyhand..



Me:BoycomeandsityourassdownbeforeIdo

somethingthatI'm goingtoregretlater

Hewalkedinandthensatdown,Isatdowntoo..

Me:Yougoingtositthereandherewhatyour

MotherisgoingtosayifIhearevenoneword

ofdisrespectcomingfrom yourmouth,you

goingtobewheeledoutofthiseverydayina

wheelchairI'm goingtobreakbothyourlegs!Do

Imakemyselfclear?

Henodded..

Me:Good!

Gugulookedatmeandsmiled..

Her:Thankyou

Me:I'llberightback

IalreadyknowthestoryaboutourfatherIjust

nevertoldNiso,IwantedGugutodoit

_



NOMVELO

AfterbathingIhadhopedthatDangerwouldbe

gonebuthewasoutsidecleaningtheyard...

Him:Whereareyougoing?

Me:Out

Him:Outwhere?

Me:Dangerleavemealone

Him:Nomveloweneedtotalk

Me:Aboutwhat?

Him:Youknowaboutwhat

Me:Idon'twannatalkaboutittrustme!

Iopenedthegateandwalkedout..

_

NISO

Gugu:IwanttotalktoyouaboutyourFather

Me:Ohw



Her:Youwereright..Tohim youandNazowere

amistakesincehewasamarriedman

Me:I'm notsurprised

Her:He..IwashavinganaffairwithmyBoss,

thewhitefamilythatgavemeajobasamaidI

hadanaffairwiththemanofthehouse

Me:Wherewashiswife?

Her:Hewasabusinessman..Hedidalotof

travelingandIwasnotentirelyaliveinmaidhe

hadgotmeaplacetostaywasn'tsomething

fancythough

Me:Sohewouldvisityou?

Her:Yes..WhenIfellpregnantwithyouhe

endedtheaffair,toldmethathecannotdoit

anymoreandthathisfamilywasmore

importanttohim thananything

Me:WhatwereyouthinkingGugu?Amarried

manontopofthathewaswhite!



Her:JudgemeallyouwantNisoit'sokaybut

knowheneverwantedanythingtodowithyou

andNazo,that'swhyInevertoldyouabouthim

Istoodupandwalkedtomyroom..

Me:Yeahwhateverifthatmakesyousleep

betteratnight!

_

DETECTIVEZWANE

IwasinmyofficeholdingmyDaughter's

necklacewhenoneofthelieutenantswalkedin..

Him:Sir

Me:Yeslieutenantpleasesitdown

Hesatdown..

Him:SirIthinkwemighthaveabreakthrough

withthedrugcase

Me:Yes?

Him:Otherthedeadvictim wehaveanotherone



that'swillingtogiveusanameofthedruglord

Istoodup..

Me:Areyouserious?

Him:Yessir

Me:Isthepersonhererightnow?

Him:Yessir

Me:Pleaseprepareaninterrogationroom for

me

Him:YesSir

Me:Howdidyougettheperson?

Him:breakinginatsomeconvenientstore,I

thinkhewantedmoneytobuymoredrugs

Me:That'strue..Wecangivethepersonfull

amunityiftheygivethenameofthedruglord

Him:YesSir

Hewalkedout..



FinallyImightgetthepersonwhotookmybaby

awayfrom me..

.
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DETECTIVEZWANE

IWenttotheinterrogationroom andhewas

sittingatthetablehishandswerehandcuffed

becauseheseemedveryagitated.Iassume

thatit'sbeenawhilesincehelasthadafix,

afteralldrugseatoutfrom yourpocketatall

timesandwhenyoufindyourselfbroke,you

resortintostealingandotherthingsjustsoyou

cangetthenextfix.Iunbuttonedmyshirt

sleevesandpulledthem,thiscrackheadisthe

onlychancethatIhaveatnailingthebastard.I

pulledthechairoppositehim andsatdown,I

putthefiledownandthetaperecorder.Drug

addictsarehardtocracktheywouldn'tjustgive



uptheirdealerjustlikethatsoIhaveto

approachthissituationwithcaution..

Me:Iam DetectiveZwane

Ilookedathim..

Me:Wouldyoupleasestateyournameand

surnameforme

Hekeptquietforawhile..

Him:Andile..AndileMavundla

Me:Howoldareyou?

Him:22

Me:Itsayshereyoubrokeinataconvinient

store,whywouldyoudothat?

Him:Iwashungry

Me:Youwerehungry?

Him:Yes

Me:Andilewegetalotofaddictshereand

accordingtomeIcanseethatyouhavethe



signsandsymptoms.Drycrackedlips,youvery

agitated,youkeeponscratchingyourself,

paranoiaandalotofotherthings.Seemstome

likethedrugyouonisverydangerousyoueven

luckytostillbealive

Hekeptquiet.WasIontherighttrack?IthinkI

wasbecausehehasn'taskedforhislawyeras

yetandheseemsprettysmart

Itookthetaperecorderandturneditoff,Ihave

oneshotatthisandI'm goingtouseitright..

Me:OkayAndilethejudgewon'tbelinienton

you,youseem smart.Youdon'tlooklikeyou

from astrugglingbackgroundsoyourexcuseof

"Iwashungry"itwon'twork,youlookingatwhat

5-10years?Andtrustmejailisnotthateasy.

WhatyouseeonTVisreal

Hedidn'tknowwhattosay..

Me:Icanonlyhelpyouifyouhelpme..AllI

wantisaname,nameofyourdealer.Iknow



thatyoumightbescaredandthinkhewillcome

foryoubutIpromiseyouthathewon'thurtyou

andwe'llmakesureofthat.Iwillpersonally

makesurethatyourcasegoesawayifyou

coulddothisforus,wehavebeentryingtotail

thisguyforawhilenow

Him:WhyshouldIbelieveyou?HowdoIknow

thatyouwon'tstillsendmetojail?

Me:havetoworkwithtrusthere,butIassure

youthatIwilldorightbyyou.Iwillevenmake

surethatyougotorehab

Afewsecondspassedwithhim stillsilent...

Me:Youwaytooyoungtohaveacriminal

record

Him:Whydoyouwantthenameofmydealer?

Me:Because..IlostmyDaughterbecauseof

him,shecouldn'tbeattheaddictionandinturn

ittookhertothegrave..Please



Him:Youpromisethatyouwillgetmeoutof

thismess?

Me:Ipromise

Him:He'sn..He'snameisNisoweusuallymet

atthemallorintownnotreallyaboutwerehe

livesbutI'm suspectingthehood..Couldbethis

oneoranotherone

Me:Niso?

Him:YesIonlyknowthename

Myminddatedbacktothelieutenanthetold

methathespoketoEthan'sfriendatthemall

whereEthandied,ifmymindservesme

correctlyhesaidhe'snamewasNiso.Hetook

hisdetails.Ifit'sreallyhim Iwilltalktothe

CaptainandwegoingtohavetoprotectAndile

sothathecantestifyagainsthim,thisisgoing

tobeaserioustrialweneedtoputthisbastard

awayforalongtime

_



SNAZO

Iam hopingthatthetalkbetweenNisoand

GuguwentwellbecauseIcouldn'tcheckupon

them afterthat,Shinecalledmeandtoldme

thatwehaveaclientsomewhereinthefancy

housesofJohannesburg.Iwastakenbythe

neighborhoodandthehouseswhenwedrove

there,howcansomeonewholivesherewantus

toservicehishouse.Itjustdidn'tmakesense,

theyusuallygetseriousprofessionalsPeople

whoareexpertsatthis

Shinewhistledasheadmiredthehouse,itwas

averynicehouseanditgotmyattentiontoo...

Me:Shinehowdidyougetthis?

Shine:Eyynamiang'kenikahlemaranjeeishit's

complicatednyana(Idon'tknowbutit'sabit

complicated)

Weweretakentothebackofthehousewere

wesatdownwiththeowneranddiscussed



whatwesupposedtodooverdrinks.Seems

likethere'shopeforourbusiness..

_

NOMVELO

IcamebackhomeafterIhadafewdrinksat

Gazibo,Iwasn'tdrunkjustslightlytipsy.I

walkedinandDangerwasstillaround,thisis

thesamepersonI'vebeentryingtoavoid...

IwentandcheckedmyGrandmother'sroom

shewasn'taround..

Me:WhereismyGrandmother?

Him:Shewenttochurch..Midweekservice

Me:Aren'tyoudone?Whatareyoustilldoing

here?

Him:Becauseweneedtotalk

Me:Ithoughtwetalked

Him:Seemslikethere'sstillsomethingsthat



weneedtotalkaboutthatyoushouldmake

peacewith

Me:Idon'tneedtomakepeacewithanything

becausethepersonwhoowesmeanswersis

nothere!Heisdead!Andyoujustleteverything

be,youknewhemurderedmyMotherandyou

allowedhim tojustraisemelikenothing

happened!

Him:Iwasinjail!Iwenttojailforhissins.It's

kindofdifficultwhenyourwifediesatyour

houselikethat,thehusbandalwaysbecomes

thefirstsuspectandonmysideIcouldn'tprove

myinnocence,JJhadalreadycorruptedthelaw

tohisfavourandIdidn'thavealegtostandon.

JailisdifficultNomvelo,it'snotawalkinthe

park.Youpissoffcertainpeopletheymakeyou

pay,whenyoustillnewyouwillfeeltheheat!

Yousleepwithoneeyeopenandatoothbrush

underyourpillow,it'salwaysfightsandabattle

forsuperiority.IwasinthatpositionandIwas



innocent,innocentandstillbleedinginsidefor

thedeathofmywifenowIcould'vekilled

myselfbutIdidn't!IhadtoholdonsothatI

couldbeoutandmakesurethatJJdoesn't

comeforyoutoo.IhadnothingNomvelo,Ionly

hadtoworkwithfaith!PrayingeverydaythatI

don'tgetaharshsentencesoIcouldcome

backforyouandyouknowwhat?Eventhe

hardestchainsbreakwhenyouhavefaith.YesI

didn'tcomebackwhenyouwereyoungbutIdid

comeback,whenIgotbacklifegotmore

harderforme.Icouldn'tgethiredanywhere

whowantedtohireanexcon?Amurderer?JJ

playedhiscardsrightandhewastheonlyone

whogavemeajob.Hewantedtokeepme

closesothathecanknowmyeverymove,he

wantedtoprotectyoufrom knowingthetruth

andIdidkeepquiet.Wannaknowwhy?

Becausethelifehegaveyouseemedbetter

thantheoneIcould'vegivenyou,hewastaking

youtoschooldoingeverythingforyouthatI



wantedyoutohave.Ididn'twannaconfuseyou

andIthoughtprotectingyoufrom thetruthwas

thebestwaybut..Nochilddeserveswhatyour

Uncleputyouthrough,hekeptyoursanityby

brainwashingyou.

Itwashardtoprocesswhathewassaying,he

spokefrom hisheartbecauseIsawatear

fallingdownfrom him..

Him:ImightnothavebeenthebestFatherbutI

wasalwaysthere,Iprotectedyouevenwhen

youdidn'trealizeandIwillcontinuedoingso

becausethat'smyjob.IpromisedyourMother

thatIwoulddoso..

Hewipedthetearsfrom hisfaceasIsatdown..

(Silence)

Me:Howwasshelike?

Helookedatme..

Me:MyMother..Howwasshelike?MyUnc..JJ



alwaystoldmeaboutherbutIwannahearfrom

youbecauseyouknowherbetter

Him:Ihavesomeoldpicturesbackatmyplace

thatIcanshowtoyou

Me:Exactlywheredoyoulive?

Him:Iwasrentingatsomehousebutnow..I

havemyownshackbythatsidewerethere's

shacks..Idon'tthinkyouknowit

Me:Iwouldliketoseetheplace

Him:Wecangonowsothatyouwillknowwere

tofindmeifyouneedme

Me:Okay..I'dlikeverymuch

_

NISO

Igotacallfrom aclientwhoaskedtomeetup

withme,wasn'tatthemallitwasatsomeopen

fieldwerelocalkidsusuallyplaysoccer



Ilookedatthetimeagainandtheclientwas

5minlate,Ididn'ttakemycar.Iactuallywalked

herefrom homeit'snotfar.Ilookedatthetime

again,Ihateitwhentheydothis.

AsIwasabouttowalkgoingbackhomea

policecarmadeit'swaytome,Iturnedaround

andanotheronecamebehindme.Ilooked

aroundandallinallitwas3ofthem,there'sno

wayIwasgoingtogetoffeasyevenifIrunthey

willopenfire..

Me:Shit!!!

Thedooropenedandoneofthem walkedout

withhisgun..

Him:getdownonyourknees,handswereIcan

seethem

Anotherofficeryelledtohim..

Officer:Siryoucan'tdothathemightbearmed

Hedidn'tlisten,hewasdeterminedtogetto



me..

Him:Downonyourknees

Igotdownonmykneesandputmyhandson

myhead..

Hegottomeandstartedhandcuffingme,helet

mestoodupandsearchedme.Hefoundmy

pocketknifeandastackofthedrugsinmy

pocket..

Heturnedmearoundandtookouthisphone,

heshowedmeawallpaperofsomegirl..

Him:Iwantyoutolookatherbecauseyoustole

herfrom meyoubastard!AndI'm goingto

makeyoupay!!

Hepushedmeandstartedreadingmemy

rights,Iwasfuckenscrewed!

.
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NISO

IwasbeingwatchedatthestationwhileImade

myphonecall,IthinkthatImight'vedonemore

damagethanIanticipatedandpissedoffafew

peopleintheprocess.Peoplewhoareclearly

onthesideofthelaw.

IstartedbycallingNazobuthedidn'tpickup,I

thencalledGugu..

Gugu:Hello

Me:Guguit'sme

Her:Niso?

Me:Ya..ListenIdon'thavemuchtime

Her:Youdon'thavemuchtimewhat's

happening?

Me:Igotarrested

Her:Yougotwhat?



Me:IneedyoutogetNazotocomeandseeme

beforetheymoveme

Her:NisoIdon'tunderstand..Whathappened?

Whatdidyoudo?

Theofficersignaledthattimewasup,that

wasn'tevenaminute..

Me:GetNazotocomeseemeatthepolice

station

Her:Youarr..YouknowwhatI'm coming

Me:GugujustgetNazotoseeme!Stopbeing

stubbornaboutthis!

Theofficertookthephonefrom me..

Him:Asambesboshwa!(let'sgoprisoner)

_

NOMVELO

Itwasabunchofshacksallaround,Danger's

shackwasabitsmall.Itwasonlythekitchen



andthebedroom ifthat'showImayputit.

Therewasacurtaindividingthekitchenandthe

bedroom.Isatonthechairandlookedaround,

itwasveryneat.Hereallykeepsthisplace

lookinggood..

Him:It'snotfancybut...Thisismyhome

Me:Iunderstand

Him:IdoubtI'llstayhereforlong,Someoneis

goingtogetmeajobinJohannesburgasan

Uberdriver

Me:That'sverygood

Him:ItpaysverywelltoosoI'veheard

Me:That'sverygood

Him:Wouldyoulikesomethingtodrink?

Me:NothanksI'm fine

Him:Iknowhowdifficultthislifeisforyou,butI

believethateverythinghappensforareason,

youcanstillmakeitinlife.Yourfuturewasn't



tiedtoJJ

Me:Yamaybe

Him:Whatareyourplans?Doyouwanttogo

backtoschool?

Me:YesmaybenextyearbutIwouldliketodo

adifferentcourseonethatwillgetmeajob..

Maybenursingorsomethinglikethat

Him:That'sgood..Nursingisgoodyouwillget

ajobandI'm surebythenIwould'vegottenthe

jobandI'llhelpyouwithyourfees

Me:Thatwouldbegreat..Thankyou

Him:Sowhatareyougoingtodothisyear?

Me:MaybegetajobandhelpmyGrandmother

outhereandthere..PlusIneedanewphone

Him:Whathappenedtoyouroldphone?

Me:Longstory

Him:Wellthisisnotmuchbut..



Hetookouthisphone..

Him:It'samobiceltrendy..Youcanuseituntil

yougetanewphone

Hetookouthissim cardandgaveittome

Me:Thankyou

Him:Wannagogetsomethingtoeat?

Me:Yes

Istoodup..

Him:Wecangetchipsandfishthengobackto

yourGrandmother'splace

Hewentandgotthealbum..

Him:Youcanhavethistoo

Me:Thankyou..Youstillhavealottotellme

abouther

Him:There'salottotellbutwe'llgetthere

Me:Ihopeso



_

SNAZO

Somethingdidn'tfeelright,Ihadsomefeeling

morelikethefearoftheunknowncloudingmy

heart.MyGrandmotherwouldrefertothis

feelingas"Uvalo"..

WewerestillhavingdrinkswithMarcus,the

ownerofthehouseandhewasabouttotellus

howhegotourcontacts..

Marcus:IsawyouraddonGumtreeandI

thoughttomyselfthatletmetrytheseguysout.

Iwasinitiallygoingtohiresomeguysfrom

somecompanybut...TheyveryexpensiveandI

am apersonwholikestosave

Shine:Howmuchdidtheychargeyou?

Marcus:Alottrustme..Idon'tknowwhythey

wereexpensiveImeanit'sjustthegarageone

garageandIhopeyouguyswon'tchargemea

lottoo



Shine:Whatdoyouwantustodo?

Him:Putceiling..Howmuchwillyoucharge?

Shinelookedatme..

Shine:Canwediscussit?

Marcus:Yesofcourse

Shinestoodupandwalkedaway..Ifollowed

him

Shine:Andthenwathula?(whywereyouquiet)

Me:EishI'm notfeelingwell

Shine:Smoko?(what'stheproblem)

Me:Ang'cavi(Idon'tknow)

Weleanedagainstthecar..

Shine:Ucabangaukuthisimbizemalini?(how

muchdoyouthinkweshouldchargehim)

Me:Thegarageisbigsoit'sgoingtotakeup

mostofourtimeworsehewantsitdonein3

days



Shine:3k?

Me:Yabutwillfirstaskhim howmuchheis

willingtooffer

Iheardmyphoneringinginsidethecar,Iunlock

andgotit.ItwasGugu..

Me:Gugu?

Her:Nazokuniningikufonela?(I'vebeencalling

you)

Me:Ileftmyphoneinthecar..Iseverything

okay?

Her:No..Nisocalledmeuthihegotarrested

Me:Hegotwhat?

Her:uthihewantstoseeyoubeforetheymove

him

Iloweredthephone..

Me:Dammit!!

Gugu:Snazousesekhona?(areyoustillthere)



Me:Ya..I'llgotothepolicestationrightnow

Gugu:pleasepassbythehouseandgetme

Me:Albright..I'm onmyway

Shine:Yini?(what'swrong)

Me:Nisofuckedupandgotarrested

Shine:Ini?(what)

Me:Let'ssealthedealwithMarcusandthengo

downtothepolicestation

Shine:uNisoedanyanyayanehkuyamangaza

(Nisoinjailthat'sshocking)

_

NOMSA

IwasmovingJJ'sthingsfrom thebedroom to

theGarage,asIwasnicelypackingtheboxesin

thegarageIfeltsometypeofway.Ifeltlike

someonewasstandingbehindme,thehairsat

thebackofmyneckstoodup.Islowlyturned



aroundandtherewasnoonestandingbehind

me,IturnedbacktocontinuewithwhatIwas

doingandthewomanthatIsawatthegatewas

standingrightinfrontofme.Sheputherhand

onmychestandIwassentflyingacrossthe

room,Ihitthewallandfell..

Voice:Nomsa!!..Nomsawakeup!!

Iopenedmyeyesandgaspedforair,itwasmy

Sisterwakingmeup.Imust'vehadtoomuch

champagnethatIpassedoutonthecouch..

Ntokozo:Itwasjustadream Sisi..

Itdidn'tfeellikeadream though,itfeltveryreal..

_

NAZO

IhadtoleaveShinebehindtofinalizethedeal

sinceMarcushadalottosay,Iwentand

fetchedGuguthenwemadeourwaytothe

policestation.Guguwasveryworriedsheeven



broughtaTupperwarealong,prepared

somethingtoeatforhim..

Wegottothereceptionandwenttoenquire

there..

Me:Goodafternoon

Theofficerlookedatus..

Me:WeheretoseememyBrotherNiso

Buthelezi,Ibelievehegotarrestedafewhours

ago

Hecheckedonsomebookforawhileandthen

camebacktous..

Him:OkaywaithereI'm coming

Hedisappearedforawhileleavingusall

anxious,Hereturnedwiththemosthardcore

Detective.DetectiveZwane..

Zwane:Lookwhatthecatdraggedin..Nazo

Buthelezi,Ishould'veknown

Me:IbelievethatyouhavemylittleBrotherhere?



Him:Yes..Thelittledrugdealer

Gugu:Wait..What?

Him:Hewasarrestedfordealingdrugs

Gugu:Idon'tknowwhoyoutalkingaboutbut

mySonisnotdealingdrugsokay?

Him:Clearlyyoudon'tknowhim thatwell..He

robbedalotofparentstheirchildren,he

deservestorotinhellandI'llmakesurethathe

does!

Gugu:Watchitsir!Don'ttalkaboutmySonlike

that

Me:CanIseehim?

Zwane:Yes..Thisway

IlookedatGugu..

Me:MaybeIshouldgoinalone

ShewentandsatdownasIfollowedDetective

Zwane,heledmetotheholdingcell..



Zwane:5min..

Hethenwalkedaway,Nisocamecloser..

Him:Thankyouforcoming

Me:Zwaneisgoingtocrucifyyou,hegotme

lockedupafewtimesIknowhim

Him:That'swhyIaskedyoutocome,Iwantyou

togetmeagoodlawyer.Ihavemoneyinthe

bankI'm sureitcancoverlegalcostsifthecase

doesn'tdrag.Ihavesomedocumentsinthe

draweryoucancheckthem outthere'sapin

there

Me:Whatthefuckdidyougetyourselfinto?

Him:Nazopleasethisisnotimetobepissedat

thesituation..IdoubtI'llevengetbail,hewill

makesureIdon'tgetbail

Me:Zwaneishardcore,I'lltryandgetyoua

goodlawyerjust..JuststayaliveinthereIwill

checkifmycrewisstillinsidetheywillprotect



you

Henodded..

Him:Don'tworryaboutmeI'llbefine

Me:Jailisnotawalkinthepark

Ilookedaround..

Him:Andpleasedomeonelastfavour

Me:What'sthat?

Him:ChekuponNomveloforme..She'stoo

fragilethismightsetherback

Me:Niso..

Him:Please..Idon'twantthehoodtoswallow

her

Me:YeahfineI'llcheckuponhereverynowand

then

Him:Thankyou

.
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_

NOMVELO

IwashavingagoodtimewithmyGrandmother

andDanger,theyweretellingmestoriesabout

myMom,justdatingbacktothestoriesofthe

past.Experiencingsuchamomentprovedto

methatmoneyisnoteverything.There's

momentsthatmoneycannotbuyandthisis

oneofthem,theloveandthewarmthfrom

thosewhocareaboutyou.Weheardaknockat

thedoor,wealllookedateachother..

Me:I'llgetit

Istoodupandwenttoopen.Wehadjust

finishedeatingthechips,breadandRussians.I

reallyfoundthemealdelicious



IopenedthedooranditwasNazo,whatishe

doinghere?

Me:Nazo?

Helookedatme..

Him:MayI?

Me:Uhm yes..Pleasecomein

Hemadehiswayin.Hetookoffhiscap,can't

reallyseparatehim from caps..

Grams:Velo..Ubani?(whoisit)

Me:It'sNazo

Him:SorrytojustshowuplatebutIhave

somethingtotellyou..It'saboutNiso

Me:WhataboutNiso??

Him:He..

MyGrandmothershowedup..

Grams:Nazo



Nazo:MaNgcobo

Grams:uyaphilakodwa?(areyouwell)

Nazo:Ngiyaphila(Iam well)

Me:He'sheretotellmesomethingaboutNiso

Ilookedathim..

Him:Nisois..Hegotarrestedearliertoday

Me:Hedidwhat?

Grams:Whathappened?Whydidheget

arrested?

Nazo:Hewas..Hewasdealingdrugs

Grams:Hewaswhat??Nisoanddrugs?

Me:Idon'tunderstand..How?Imean..

Nazo:Itdidcomeasashock

Dangerwalkedin..

Danger:Iseverythingokay?

Grams:No..UmfanakaButheleziuboshiwe



(Nisogotarrested)

Danger:Velo'sboyfriend?

Grams:Ya

Danger:Whathappened?

Grams:Bathihewasdealingdrugs

Danger:Errr

Nazo:IjustthoughtIshouldletyouknowso

thatyoudon'tgetworriedwhenyoudon'tsee

him

Grams:Thankyouforlettingusknow

Nazo:IthinkIshouldgo

Heheadedstraighttothedoorandwalkedout..

Icouldn'tbelievewhatIheard,Nisowasdealing

drugs?Howstupidcanhebe?

_

NISO



Iwastransportedtoprisonthefollowingday

afterbeingheldforthewholenightinthe

holdingcell.Zwaneisontomesobadthathe

won'tletmegetbail,hewantsmetorotin

prison.Ifoundthethingsthattheydobefore

yougoinverydegrading,havingtobechecked

ifyoudon'thaveanyweaponsonyouorifyou

don'thaveanydrugswithyou.Squattingalmost

nakedandcoughingtwice,everythingabout

prisonwasjustsickening..

Thecellslookedcrowded,Theguardwalkedme

downthecorridortomycell.Cell26..

HeopenedandIwalkedin,everyonelookedat

me.Itwasalotofguysinhere,howdidprisons

getsoocrowdednoworit'sjustthisone?

Guard:Nidlalekahlebafana(playwellboys)

Ididn'tknowwhichbedwasmine,Ilooked

aroundandtheplacewasveryuntidy.Istood

therenotknowingwhattodoorweretogo,was



Iscared?YesIwasthesearerealhardcore

criminals..

Theystartedwhistling,madeinappropriate

commentstheydidmakemefeellikeIwas

freshmeatindeed.Inthemistofmybeing

verballyattackedIheardavoicecallingoutat

theback..

Voice:Yeyninavoetsek!Thul'umsindo

(Everyonekeepquiet)

Theykeptquiet..

Hemadehiswaythroughandcametome,he

didlooksomewhatscary.Hestoodabitfar

from meandlookedatme,from head-to-toe.

Hewalkedupmuchcloser,Iswallowed..

Him:Niso?NisoButhelezi?

Inodded..

Him:Khululekausekhayala!(Feelfreethisis

home)



Iwasconfused..

Heturnedandlookedateveryone..

Him:EyakiboNazo!(HeisNazo'sBrother)

Theymadecomments.Heturnedandlookedat

me..

Him:Uyabonaifleyakiniazangeing'bhelele

ngabesiringaIstoryesihlukilemanje(Ifyour

Brotherdidn'tcall,wewouldbetalking

somethingdifferentrightnow)

Heputhisarm aroundmyshoulders..

Him:Khululekamchanaangekesikwenzenex,

intoek'meleuz'khathazengayoyilaba

abangekhola(Relaxwewon'tdoanythingto

you,youjustneedtoworryabouttheother

inmatesthatarenotinthiscell)

WegottomybedandIputtheblanketontopof

thebed..

Him:SinaneTVencanela,sibukelaibhola(We



haveasmallTVwerewewatchsoccer)

Isatonmybedandhedidtoo..

Him:Ok'meleukuthiukwazingathiama26

wukuthisiyancedanala(whatyouneedtoknow

aboutushereisthatwehelpeachother)

Me:Ngani?(withwhat)

Him:Aiisizok'sikelaUngaWorry(wewillletyou

know)

Hepatmeonmyshoulder..

Him:ubalulekeKakhulukithi(Youvery

importanttous)

Iwasfucked..

_

NAZO

Ilookedatmynumber"26"tattooonmywrist

thatIalwayscoverwithmywristrubberbandor

mywatchattimes,it'snotreallybigandit



doesn'tstandout.Ineverhaditremoved

becauseIthoughtthatIwasgoingtofuckup

andgobackinside,cellnumber26wewere

morethanjustcellmates.Wewereafamily..

IhadcontactedMagebastillcan'tbelievehe

hasacellphone,thatguyhustlesalotwhile

behindbars.Magebaisdoinglifeinprison,he

hasbeenveryproblematicthroughouthisteen

yearsandmostofhisadultlife.Prisonishome

forhim,healmostrulesit.Iknowthathewill

keepNisosafeonlyifNisoisinhiscell.Gugu

disturbedmewhenshewalkedintothekitchen,

Imovedmywristbandtocoverthetattoo.I

wannaremoveitbutIam uncertain,Iam

uncertainaboutmycurrentlife..

Gugu:Morning

Me:Morning

Shelookedlikeshedidn'tgetenoughsleep..

Me:Didyougetenoughsleeplastnight?



Her:No..Icouldn'tsleepknowingthatNisoisin

there,doyouknowhowdangerousitisinthere?

Me:Iknow..Iwasoncethereremember?

Her:Ya..Sorry

Shesatdown..

Me:I'llmakeyousomecupoftea..Nisois

goingtobefineinthere,Iknowafewpeople

whoarelikefamilytome.Theywilllookafter

him

(Silence)

Her:WheredidIgowrong?WheredidIfailhim?

Me:Don'tblameyourselfIthinkthepersonwho

needstobeblamedisme,Iwasn'tagoodrole

model

Her:Youweretryingtodowhatyouthought

wasbesttoprovideforhim andMa

Me:AndintheprocessIforgotthathewas

watching,Nisohe..Hetookafterme,he



followedrightinmyfootsteps

Her:Youneversolddrugs..Idon'tunderstand

hewasgoingtoschoolImeanhewasgoingto

graduateinafewmonthstimeandhehadto

messuphislifejustlikethat?

Me:Wejustgoingtohavetogethim agood

lawyer,onethatwillgethim 15yearsmax

Her:Canhegetthat?

Me:I'm hoping..Thelawyerissomewhatharsh

thoughondrugs,rape,andmurdertonamea

fewbutheisafirsttimeoffenderandthe

lawyercanusemeasabadrolemodeland

hopethatthejudgewillbelinient

Shewasdrained..Ihaveneverseenherthis

drained..

Me:Hey..I'm goingtogethim outIpromise

Her:Intheprocessofyoutryingtogethim out

don'tloseyourselfbecauseIcan'tloseyoutoo



Me:I'llbefine

Her:IsthiswhatMahadtodealwith?

Me:Meaning?

Her:YouandNiso?Shehadtodealwithyou

guyslikethis?

Me:Prettymuch

Her:IwishIwasheremoreoften

Me:Wegoingtogetthroughthis,wegoingto

makeit

Ihopewedomakeit..

_

NOMVELO

DangerwasdrivingmetomyUncle'splaceto

gettherestofmythingsespeciallyimportant

documentssothatIcanstartlookingforajob.

Dangerhadborrowedthecarfrom afriendwho

isamechanic,wasnothingfancyitevenmade



alotofnoiseashewasdriving..Iwaslostdeep

inmythoughts,IwasthinkingaboutNiso.I

won'tsurvivelosinghim,I'vebeenthroughalot

latelymyheartwon'tbeabletosurviveit..

Danger:Areyouokay?

Isighed..

Me:WasthinkingaboutNiso

Him:Youandhim reallyhavesomething

seriousgoingon?

Me:Youcansaythat..Ijusthopewesurvive

thisjailsituationtheywon'ttakeitlightly

Him:Faithkiddo..IneverthoughtthatIwas

goingtomakeitbutIdid

Me:DoyoubelieveinGod?

Him:Why?

Me:YoutalkaboutGodalot

Him:YourMom did



Me:Ohw

Him:Doyoubelieve?

Ishruggedmyshoulders..

Me:Idon'tknow..Churchwasn'tabigthingat

JJ'splace

Him:Wellallthatisgoingtochangenow,your

Grandmotherisabigbeliever

Me:Yaitseemslikethat

Wefinallyarrivedatthehouseandweparkedat

thedriveway,wegotoutandwenttothe

intercom..

Dangerpressed,Someoneelseattendedtous.

I'm guessingitwasNomsa'ssisterorThuli..

Sheopenedthegateandwemadeourwayin,

soomanymemoriesarewonderingaroundhere.

MemoriesthatIdidn'twanttovisitagain.

Nomsawastheonewhoopenedthedoorfor

us..



Her:WowIcan'tbelievemyeyes

Me:I'm hereformythings

Her:HowareyouNomvelo?I'm welltoo..

Pleasecomein

Wemadeourwayin..

Her:FatherandDaughter..IneverthoughtI

wouldseethisday

Me:I'llgogetmythings

Danger:ShouldIcomewithyou?

Nomsalaughed..

Me:NaaI'm good..She'sharmless

Danger:I'llbeinthecar

IwaittowhatIonceconsideredmyroom toget

mythings..

Nomsa:Jonathanhasbeentryingtogetahold

ofyou?

Ididn'tevennoticethatshewasfollowingme..



Me:Hecangivethemoneytoyou..Idon'twant

it

Her:Itdoesn'thavetobelikethisVeloyoucan

comebackhome

Me:Nothankyou..Idon'twannaindulgein

richesthatmyMotherpaidthepricefor

Her:Youknowyouveryungrateful!After

everythingthatJJdidforyou?Ihopeyouwillbe

happyinthehood!Workinganordinaryjoband

livinganordinarylife

Me:AtleastI'llbelivingthatlifewithaclean

conscience,can'tsaythesameforyou

.

Tobecontinued
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NOMVELO

ONEYEARLATER



MybiggestplanforthisyearwasthatIwas

goingtogobacktoschool,doesn'tnecessarily

meanthatIwasgoingtodothesamecourseI

justwantedsomethingthatwasgoingtoafford

meastablejobaftergraduating.Thosewere

myplansbutunfortunatelyIgotsomuch

comfortableinmyjobthatplansofgoingback

toschoolseemedfarfetched.Ipreviously

workedatclicksasasalesconsultantandI

wouldplaymoreonthemakeupsection,one

daywhenIwashandlingmyhustlesome

womangotimpressedathowIknewmuch

aboutmakeupthatwealkedagreatdeal,she

realizedthatIknewalotabouttheworldof

fashiontoososhetoldmethatshehasashop

thatsellscosmeticsandwouldlikeitverymuch

ifIcameonboard.Theofferwasverygenerous

Iacceptedandshehiredme.Imakea

reasonablesalaryeverymonth,andIam very

contentwithmynewjob.AsmuchasIdidn't

wanttovisitmyoldlifebutmybestfriend



Amandlacouldn'tlayoffonme,shetriedher

veryoutmostbesttoalwayskeepincontact

withme.Igotsotiredofpushingherawayand

wecontinuedwithourfriendship.She's

currentlydoingherlastyearandverymuch

worriedaboutgettingajobnextyear,atleast

thecollegehelpswithgettingyouajobwhen

youdonebutprovidedthatyouwereagood

studentthroughout.IcansaythatIam abit

happywithmylife,IhaveajobandIcanafford

toprovideformeandmyGrandmother.Danger

didgetthejobasanUberdriver,heisnolonger

stayingattheshackhehasmovedinwithushe

islivingintheroom outsideandheisalso

helpingalotfinancially..

WhenitcomestoNisoIreallydon'tknowwhat

tosay,histrialtooklongerthananticipatedand

hewasgiven25yearswithoutthepossibilityof

parole.Iwastherethroughouthiswholetrial

butsurprisinglyafterhewassentencedandI



triedtovisithim herefusedtoseeme,Igo

thereonceaweektoseehim andeachtimehe

hasrefusedtoseeme.Idon'tknowwhyhe

doesthattome,Idon'tknowwhyhedoesn't

wanttoseeme..

TodayIhadknockedoffearlyasusualandI

hadgonetovisithim,IalwaysgowithDanger.I

wasatthewaitingareaasalwaysandtheguard

camebackalone,pleasedon'ttellmethathe

hasrefusedagain..

Guard:Sorrybutheisrefusingtoseeyou

Iexhaled.Ireallyam tryingtobethereforhim,

I'm tryingtosaveouralreadystruggling

relationshipbut..Idon'tknowwhyhe'sdoing

this,Idon'tknowwhyhe'srefusingtoseeme.I

stoodupandlookedatDanger..

Me:Let'sgo

Hestoodupandwewent..Iwashurt,there's

nothingmorehurtfulthanholdingontoa



relationshipthatyounotevensureofanymore...

_

NAZO

Thingshavebeengoingwellwithme.our

businessreallytookoffthatwehadtohireone

morepersonsinceIhadothercommitments

andcouldn'tengagemyselfinitfulltime.It's

nowacompanythatgavebirthtoplumbing,we

haveregistereditShineandIwetheowners.He

isfullycommittedtoitmakingsurethat

everythingrunssmoothlybecauseI'm hardly

around.Withregardstomeandmygiftintwo

daystimeIwillbeatMpumalangapreaching,

Mpumalangaistheprovincewereillberesiding

atsoon.Ithoughtthatmychurchwasgoingto

bebasedinGauteng,butGodhadotherplans

forme.IhavebeenhelpingDawnwith

exorcisms,Ihavebeenhelpingoutinmy

businesswithShineandhelpingoutweremy

gifttakesme.It'snoteasyIshouldsay,mylife



hasneverbeenthisbusy.Withmybusiness

doingwellwehavedecidedtoexpand,Iwantus

tobebasedalsoinMpumalangabutthemoney

thatI'm goingtomakethereisnoentirelygoing

tobemine.Thebusinessoperatingin

Mpumalangathemoneygeneratedfrom there

isgoingtohelpGod'sPeople.Theremoremy

businessgrowsthemoreandmoreIcanhelp

God'speopleaccordinglyashowI'llbe

instructedfrom highabove.UnfortunatelyI

won'tbefinanciallybenefitingfrom mychurch

buthelpingothers..

DawnandIhadjustgotbackfrom ourtrip.We

wereatKznforthewholemonthperforming

exorcisms,wehavejustlandedatORTambo

AirportIwasgladtobebackathome.Wewere

stillattheairporthavinglunchwhilewaitingfor

thedrivertocomepickusup.Iwasonmy

laptop,mysermonisintwodaysandIwas

nervous,it'llbemyfirsttimepreachinginfront



ofachurch..

Dawn:Younervous?

Ilookedathim,thenwentbacktomylaptop..

Me:Abit..

(Silence)

Me:IstheGOATgoingtobethere?

Him:NotheGOATisinNewZealand

Me:That'sgood

Him:GoodthatheisNewZealandorgoodthat

hewon'tbeattendingyourSermon?

Me:Both

Hechuckled..

Him:Zaineisnotthatscary

Me:Hedoesn'tscaremejustthatI'vewatched

hisvideosonlineandIdon'tthinkmyfirst

sermonisgoingtoimpresshim,heistheGOAT

afterall



Him:Hewasn'tthisgoodwhenhefirststarted

too

Me:Yeahwhatever

(Silence)

Him:Haveyoutalkedtoher?

Me:No

Him:Whenare-

Me:It'snotthateasy..HowdoIwalkuptomy

Brother'sgirlfriendandsay"Yousupposedto

mywife,weneedtogetmarriedfirstbeforeI

canstartmyownchurchinMP"Godisperfect

inallwaysbutIam stillscepticalwithNomvelo

beingmywife

Him:Ithoughtyouhadavisionwhereitwas

madeclearthatsheisyourwife..

BeforeIcouldevenmovetoMpumalangaand

startmyownchurchthere,itwasmadevery

cleartomeinavisionthatNomvelois



supposedtobemywife.Shewasnever

intendedforNiso,shewasalwaysintendedfor

me.SheismyribandIam verymuchindenial

withthewholesituation..Itcan'tbe,Nomvelo

andNisotheyhavesomethingseriousgoingon

Ican'tdothattohim.Thevisionhastobe

wrong,forthefirsttimeheavenhastobe

wrong...

Dawn:I'llberightback..Ihavetocheckupon

mywife

Dawn'swifeispregnantwiththeirveryfirst

child,leavingwasevenachallengeforhim.He

didn'twannaleaveheralone.I'm hopingfor

suchtoo,afamily,awifebutdefinitelyitcan't

beNomvelo.WorseIdon'tevenseeherthat

way..

_

NOMSA

LifehasbeenverytoughmyR500000thatI



investedinstartinganewbusinessdidn'twork

out,itturnedouttobefraud.MytaxisthatIsold

onlymadeR200000,that'snotevenenough.5

taxisamountingtoR200000?Thiswaspure

badluck.Ihadtriedsellingthem tosome

dealershipsbutnonebudgedthatIwasforced

tosellthem tosometaxiownerwhoonly

offeredme200k,thatwasmockeryatit'sbest.

Themoneywasnotenoughconsidering

water&electricity,Idon'twannamentionThuli's

fees.Shefailedandrepeatingisn'tcheap,it's

eatingoutofmypocket.Iwasstressed,Iwas

verystressed.Ihadnochoicebuttoconsider

sellingthehouse,therealestateagentput

R800000toitandI'm onlygoingtogetR500

000from it.Lifewastough,lifewasextremely

tough.Wehavetobeoutinthenextfewweeks,

Idon'tevenknowwhereI'm goingtogo.My

Mother'shouseisdefinitelynotanoption..

_



MANTWA

DrPatelandIwentfrom beingclosefriendsto

endingupinarelationship,wenowengagedto

bemarriedandI'm happywithhim.Forthefirst

timeinmyyearsofdatingIhaveamanwho

lovesme,whoisverymuchobsessedwithme

andIdon'tmeanthatinapsychoway.Hewas

onleaveandwewereinDurbanvisitinghis

family,sinceweplanningongettingmarriedin

afewmonthstimeIhavetolearnalotabout

hiscultureandhehastolearnaboutmine.At

firstIwasscaredthatitwasn'tgoingto

workout,Imeanwecomefrom differentworlds

buttomysurprisehisfamilygavemeavery

warm welcome.Ithasalwaysbeenhim,his

motherandhissister,hisFatherpassedon

whenhewasinvarsity.Iwashappywithhim,

heisverysweet,loving,andverycaring.It

seemsasiflikeifIhadlastedwithNazothenI

wasgoingtomeetEmmanuelPatel.Godworks



inmysteriouswaysindeed..

_

NISO

Magebawasveryfurious,hewaspacingupand

downinthecell.Itwasjustmeandhim,witha

fewotherguyswhodidn'thavevisitors,wellI

hasavisitorbutIrefusedtoseeher.Ihave

beenrefusingtoseehernowforawhile..

25yearsisalongtimeforhertowaitforme,

shehastomoveon.Nazotoldmethatshehas

ajobandthatherlifeisstartingtomakesense,

Idon'twannaconfuseherIwanthertobe

happywithsomeoneelse.Maybenotnowbut

somedayshewouldwanttomarriedwithkids

anddefinitelyIwon'tbeabletogiveherthat

whenI'm lockedupinhere,havinghercome

heretoseemewon'tmakehermoveon.She

hasbeenthroughalotandIwanthertomove

on..



Mageba:YaziEntleknjelendabaangiyitholisisi

kahle(Idon'tunderstandthismatterverywell)

There'salotofthingsthatonerequirestodoin

prisonforprotection,Magebaknowingdidn't

meanthathewasgoingtooffermefree

protectionespeciallywhenhehadthatIwas

dealingdrugswhenIwasoutside.Thebusiness

hadtogoon,wehadtooperateitfrom the

insideandeverythingwasgoingwelluntilour

rivalsknewaboutwhatweweredoingandthey

stoleourdrugs.IknowverywellthatifIcanbe

foundtheygoingtoaddtomysentencebut

whatcanIdo?JailisnoteasyifIdon'tget

protectionIwon'tmakeit..

Me:Obviouslywehavearatinourcell

Mageba:Arat?Ushoukuthikukhonala

osithengisayo?(Areyousayingthatsomeone

hereissellingusout)

Ishruggedmyshoulders..



Hehitthebarswithhishand..

Him:Ngimtholenje!!(IfIfindhim)

Ilaidbackonmybedandgotherpictureunder

mypillow,Ilookedatitforawhile..

Ithurt,ithurtalot.IloveNomvelowithallmy

heartbutsincethingsaren'treallylookingupfor

meIhavetolethergo..

.

Tobecontinued
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DAWN

Ihaven'tbeenaroundhomethatmuchwas

busydoingexorcismshereandthere,

sometimesabitfarawayfrom homethatmy

wifehadtogothroughmostofthepregnancy

alone.IdidfeelbadIwantedtobehereforatall

times,wantedtogowithherforherDr'svisits



andattendpregnancyclasseswithherbut

unfortunatelywhatIdotakesmeawayfrom

homemostofthetime.ItwasveryquietwhenI

gotin,Nowthatshe'sveryclosetoherduedate

Idon'tlikeitwhenshe'salone.MyMom was

supposedtobeherewithher..

Me:Mom???..Sway??

Icheckedthelivingroom firstbeforeheading

upstairs,itwasalsoquietinthere.WhenI

walkedupstairstothebedroom,shewaslaying

onthebedwithhereyesclosedandher

headsetson.Swayhasthishabitofnotwanting

towearanunderwear,Ihopeshedoesn'tgoout

inpublicwithoutwearingone.Shehadher

kneesupandshewaswearingoneofhershort

dresses.Idroppedmybagonthefloorhopingit

wouldwakeherupbutitdidn't,soImademy

waytoherandkissedher..

Her:Hey..



Me:Hey

Her:Ididn'thearyoucomein

Me:Iknow..IfIwasaserialkilleryouwouldbe

introuble

Her:I'm gladyounotone

Me:Stilldon'tlikewearinganunderwear?

Her:No..Itoldyouthatitmakesmycookievery

hot

Ichuckled..

Me:That'safirst..DidyoutalktoyourGynae

aboutit?

Her:Noit'snotlikeI'm botheringanyone

Me:Doyougooutinpublicnotwearingone?

Her:Ialwayswearone..HowwasKzn?

Me:Itwasokay

Her:Youdidn'tbringhomeanyunexpected

visitorsright?



Me:Thehouseisprotected..Yougood

Iputmyhandsonhertummy..

Me:Andhowarewedoingoverhere?

Her:Wedoingokay

Me:WhatdidtheDrsay?

Her:Thatshe'sbig

Me:YayoudolookbiggerthanthelasttimeI

sawyou..Didmom come?

Her:Yesandsheleftyesterday

Me:Sheleftyouallalone?

Her:Yashehadtoattendsomethingimportant

backathome

Me:AtleastIwon'tbedoingexorcismsupuntil

yougivebirth

Her:Really?

Me:YesbutintwodaystimeI'llbegoingto

Mpumalanga,it'sSnazo'sfirstSermon



Her:That'snice

Me:Itis..Ihaveagoodfeelingabouthim,he's

goingtogofar

Her:Areyougoingalone?

Me:Yessinc-

Myphonerang,ItookitoutanditwasZaine..

Me:Letmetakethis..It'sZaine

Istoodupandwalkedtothebalconytoanswer

thecall..

Me:"076"InNewZealand?

Him:Iam back..Landedlastnight

Me:Thoughtyouwerecomingbacknextweek

Him:Familyemergency

Me:Iseverythingokay?

Him:YeahnothingIcan'thandlebutlisten..I

wannaattendhissermon,what'shisname

again?



Me:Snazo..Andhewasprayingthatyoudon't

come

Him:Why?

Me:HereferredtoyouasaGOAT

Him:SuchatitlebutIam hardlyone,that

belongstoAyo

Me:Eitherway..

Him:Youwilltellmethevenue..SomehowI

haveagoodfeelingaboutthiskid,was

watchingthelastexorcism youdidwithhim

Me:Yathere'sjustsomethingabouthim

Sway:Honey??

Me:Ihavetogo

Him:Don'tforgettogivemethenameofthe

thevenueandthetime

Me:I'lldothat

Him:Stayblessed



Me:Staycleanfrom possession

Hechuckled..

Him:Bye

Ihungup..

_

SNAZO

AllIwantedtodowastojustgethome,bath

andthensleep.IwasverytiredandIfeltabit

disoriented,Iguessflyingisjustnotforme..

WhenImademywayinIheardvoicescoming

from thelivingroom,Iwasshockedtosee

NomvelowithGugualllaughingandtalking

nice..

Gugu:Haaaa!Youback

Putmybagonthedinningtable,Gugustoodup

andcametogivemeahug..

Her:I'm sogladyoubackI'vemissedyou



MyeyeswerefixedonNomvelo,sheranhers

aroundtheroom..

Gugu:HowwasKzn??

Me:Itwasokay

Gugu:Youhavetotellmeallaboutit

Me:IwillbutIwannarestfirst

Gugu:Okayyoucangoandrest

Nomvelostoodup..

Nomvelo:Ishouldprobablygo

Gugu:Thankyouforstoppingby

Shewaswearingablackdresswithblack

stalkingsandheels,thedresslookedgoodon

herslim body.Shegreetedmeasshepassed

through,Iturnedandlookedatherasshe

walkedoutoftheroom.Shewasn'tstruggling

withthoseheelsandtheygaveherasexywalk.

Guguhitmeontheshouldertogetmy

attention..



Her:HautellmeabitaboutKzn,andhowwas

flyingforthefirsttime?Iam verycurious

Me:Whatwasthatallabout?

Her:What?

Me:YouandNomvelo?Areyouguysfriends

now?

Her:Ohhnotentirely,shepasseshereeveryday

togreetwhensheknocksoff

Me:Really?

Her:Ya..IthinkImisjudgedher

Me:Inwhatway?

Her:Nisowasconvictedlastyearandevery

weekshegoestoseehim eventhoughhe

refusestoseeher,shehasn'tmovedonIthink

shetrulyloveshim..Whichgirlwouldstaythat

committedtosomeonethatshewillonlysee

after25years

Me:Iguesssobutpleasedon'tgettooattached,



seewhathappenedwithMantwa

Her:Ihavelearnedmylesson

Me:Letmegoandrestalittle..I'lltellyou

everythinglaterwhenIwakeup

Her:Alrightgoandrest

ItookmybagandIsearchedformykeysthenI

wenttothedoor,whenIopenedNomveloandI

bumpedintoeachother.Ithinkshewasalso

tryingtoopenandsomehowwhenIopenedthe

doorhandlepulledherin.Ihadmyhandonthe

sideofherarm waspreventingherfrom falling..

AfterafewsecondsofawkwardnessIlowered

myhand..

Me:SorryI..

Her:Noitwasmymistake..I'm sorry

Isteppedasidesothatshecouldmakeherway

in..

Her:Iforgotmybag



Ithenwalkedouttomyroom..

_

NISO

Whenweweregoingoutsideoneofthecell

matesfrom the28saccidentallybumpedinto

me.Igotveryirritated..Iwhistledtohim

Me:Ekse

Hestoppedandturnedaround..

Me:Ung'nyathelile(Yousteppedonmyshoe)

Him:Bekuyimistake

Me:StillIwantthat"Sorry"

Heshookhisheadandwalkedaway..

Mageba:Justletitgo

Ifollowedhim..

Me:Eitabra

Iputmyhandonhisshoulderandforcedhim to



turnaround..

Me:Ithisorryjoe(Saysorry)

Mageba:Eyyiyekemaan(Letitgo)

Helookedatmysneakersandthenspaton

them..

Him:Hademfwethu(Sorry)

Iglanceddownatmysneakers..

Me:Kusharp

Iturnedaroundandthenturnedbackwhitha

punchrightacrosshisface,wegotintoit..

Thefightdidn'tlastlong,Magebaseparatedus

andnowwehadattractedattentiontous.

Mageb:Yiniinkingayakho?(What'syour

problem)

Thedudespatoutblood..

Him:Sizohlangafuthipoi(Wewillmeetagain)

Hewalkedaway,Magebapushedme..



Mageba:Uyahlanya?(Areyoucrazy)

Iclickedmytongueandwalkedbackinside..

Mageba:YewenamfanakaButhelezi!!!

Iignoredhim andwentbacktothecell,Igot

Nomvelo'spictureandlookedatitagain.Iwas

missingherverymuch..

_

NAZO

Iwasstandingatsomerooftop,thebuilding

seemedveryhigh.Itwascloudyandverychilly.

Iheardavoicebehindmespeaking..

Voice:Iknowitseemsunfairbut..

IturnedaroundanditwasHelena.Iusuallysee

herinmydreams,that'showwecommunicate...

Her:Whenyousawhertoday..Youfelt

somethingdidn'tyou?

Me:Ifeltnothing



Her:SeeNazoshewasalwaystailoredforyou,

shewasneverhistobeginwith.Their

relationshiphadtohappensothatshecouldbe

closertoyou,thedevilworkedhardtotryand

intervenebutfateworkedmoreharderthey

weren'tsupposedtofallforeachotherthis

much

Me:Thisiswrong..

Her:One'sdestinyisneverwrong,sheisyour

destiny...Won'tbeeasybut..

Me:Ican'tdoit

Her:Yesyouwill..Letfatetakeit'scourse

Iopenedmyeyes,Ihadpassedoutonmybed...

Me:Thiscannotbe

.

Tobecontinued
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MANTWA

Thevisitseemedshort,butIreallyenjoyed

spendingtimewithhisfamily.Theyverygood

peopletheywelcomedmewithopenarms,I

neverthoughtthattheywouldacceptmeseeing

thatmeandEmmanuelweverydifferentpeople.

Theircultureseemsabitdifficulttoadapttoo

butIhopethatastimegoesonIwillbeusedto

it.Iwasinthebedroom makingsurethatallmy

thingswerepackedandthatIwasn'tleaving

anythingbehind.Hestoodatthedoorwayand

lookedatme..

Me:What?

Him:Youseemedlikeyouenjoyedbeinghere

Me:YesIdid..YourMom andyoursisterthey

verynice

Hemadehiswaytome..

Him:WellthenI'm happythatallofyouare

gettingalong



Me:Atwhattimeareweleavingtomorrow?

Him:Wegoingtoleaveveryearly,it'sgoingto

bealongdrive

Iwasstillabitworriedaboutwhat'shappening,

Iam happyandmyrelationshipishealthy.Heis

anamazingpersonwhocaresalotforme,

whenyouhavebeenavictim ofbad

relationshipsfortoolongandthenyougeta

goodmanitseemslikeafantastythatwillend

soon..

Him:Somethingonyourmind?

Me:No..I'm okay

Him:Youcantalktome

Me:IknowbutI'm okay(Smiling)

Weheardasoftknockatthedoor,Iturnedand

looked.ItwashisMom..

Her:IhopeI'm notdisturbinganything

Patel:Noyounot.Wewerejustpacking



Her:Ijustwantedtoletyouknowthatdinneris

ready

Patel:We'llberightthere

Shesmiledandwalkedaway..

Patel:Weshouldgoandeat..Wewillfinishup

herelater

Me:Alright

Hekissedmeonmyforehead..

Me:I'llberighttherejustwanttofreshenupa

bit

Him:Okay

HewalkedoutandIsatonthebedtryingtolet

everythingsinkin..

_

SNAZO

ImetupwithShineatGazibo,it'sbeenaminute

sinceIlastsawhim.Wewerehavingdinnerand



hewastellingmeaboutthecompanyandthe

clientstheyhavehadsinceI'vebeenaway,I

wastryingtobeattentivebutalotwasonmy

mind..

Shine:Ngathikuzomelesicashefuthi(Looks

likewewillhavetohireagain)

(Silence)

Him:Snazo

Ilookedathim..

Him:Manje?(andnow)

ShineandIweveryclose,Icouldneverlieto

him aboutanything.Itrusthim alot,wehave

beenfriendsforalongtimenow.EvenwhenI

toldhim aboutthegifthestillstuckwithme,I'm

verysurethatheisheretostay..

Me:I'llbemovingtoMpumalangasoontostart

myownchurchthere

Him:Ung'tshelilengaleyondaba(Youalready



toldmethat)

Me:YabutbeforeIcandothat..There's

somethingIneedtoaccomplishfirst

Him:Khulumanami(Talktome)

Me:Ineedtogetmarried

Hewhistled..

Him:Manjengobavelesinceindabayaka

Mantwaakekhoumuntuohlekisananaye(Since

Mantwa'ssituationyounotseeinganyone)

Me:Yathat'struebutIhadavisionaboutthe

girlthatI'm supposedtomarry

Him:Ng'gcwalisele(Tellme)

Me:Nomvelo..Idon'tknowhowbutshe'spart

ofmydestiny

Helookedatmeforawhileallconfused..

Him:Awumekancane..Nomvelo..Nomvelo?

Me:Yathatone



Hiseyeswidened..

Him:iCherryyentwanayakho?(YourBrother's

girlfriend)

Me:Idon'tknowwhat'shappeningShine

Hewhistledwhileshakinghishead..

Him:Kantilezintozenuzisebenzakanjani?

(Howdothisthingsofyourswork)

Me:Eishnamiangazi(Ialsodon'tknow)allI

knowisthatshewasalwaysmeantforme

Him:Inzimalendaba..Manjeuzoyenzani?(This

isadifficultmatter,whatareyougoingtodo)

Me:Ang'kenijoe(Idon'tknow)

Shine:Manjengobaawumncwasanganexkelo

mntwana?(Youdon'tevenlikethisgirl)

IremainedquietandthoughtaboutwhenIsaw

hertoday..

Shine:Nazo



Ilookedathim..

Him:Ungang'tsheliukuthi...NaaNtwanaiMess

lento(Don'ttellme..Thisisamess)

Me:Onebigmess

_

NISO

Theguardcameandtookmefrom mycell,said

thatIhadavisitorandthattheypaidhim for

thisprivatemeeting.AtfirstIthoughtthat

maybeit'sNazobecausehehasn'tcometosee

meinawhile.Wegottothewaitingareaand

therewasnoonethere,itwasveryquiet.I

turnedandlookedattheguard,thenIsawafew

guyswalkingin.Oneofthem wastheonethatI

attackedearlier..Shit!!!

Oneofthem lookedattheguard..

Him:Tafader(thanks)

Theguardnoddedwhilestandingbythedoor,



theymadetheirwaytome.Itwas5ofthem.

Theonewhoseemedlikearingleaderstarted

talking...

Him:Entlekwenamafikizoloucabangaukuthi

kukinilaneh?(Youthinkthisisyourhouse)

Ididn'tsayanything..Helookedattheothers..

Him:Mgibeleni(Beathim up)

Theystartedbeatingmeupwhilehesang..

Him:"Izimalizamikadengizidlanawe..Aww'

sfebengiyay'funaimaliyam"

_

NOMVELO

ThefollowingmorningIwokeupandprepared

forwork,Ineedtobeatworkexactlyat7:30am.

Myshiftisfrom 8:00-17:00butweobligedtogo

in30minearlier,andthenonSaturdaywedoa

09:00-14:00shift.MyGrandmotherwalkedinas

Iwaseatingbreakfast..



Her:Goodmorning

Me:MorningDuchess

Shesatdown..

Me:Areyouokay?

Her:Yajustmykneeistroublingmeagain

Me:I'm sorrytohearthat

Her:Youknowtheuniform looksgoodonyou

Me:Thankyou

Her:Iam veryproudofyou,youdoingverywell

Me:Thankyou

Her:Sotellmedoesyourboyfriendstillrefuse

toseeyou?

Iexhaledindefeat..

Me:Yes

Her:MaraVelo25yearsisaverylongtime,are

yousurethatyougoingtowaitforhim?Phela



beforeIdieIwannaseeyoumarriedwithkids.

BeforetheLordremembersmeIwannaseemy

GreatGrandchildren

Webothlaughed..

Her:Butonaseriousnotehethrewawayhis

life,it'snotyourfaultthathemadebad

decisionsandyoushouldn'tsuffer.Moveon

withyourlife,25yearsisalotyounotgetting

anyyounger

_

NOMSA

Iwasatthekitchengoingovermybank

statements,ourlastmoneyseemstobegoing

abitfasterthanexpected.Thisisbad,thisis

verybad.Thulimadeherwayin..

Her:MorningMa

Me:Morning

Shelookedatme..



Her:Konkek'hambakahle(Iseverythinggoing

well)

Me:No..Wealmostbroke

Shemadecoff..

Me:YaziThuliifonlyyouknewhowdifficultlife

isforusnow,youwouldn'tbeplayingaroundat

school

Her:Iwasn'tplayingaroundMa

(Silence)

Me:AlthoughJJhadmoneybutuNomveloused

toworkveryhardatschool,shealwaysgot

goodmarks.Shenevertookadvantageofthe

factthatshewasfrom awelloffhome

Her:Wow!Sonowyougoingtocomparemeto

her?

Me:I'm justsaying..Futhinjengabeuyayeka

Konkenjeufuneumsebenzi(Ithinkyoushould

leaveschoolandlookforajob)



Her:What?No!

Me:What'stheusebecauseyoubusyfailing?

Youaddingtoourfinancialproblem

Her:IonlyfailedonceMa

Me:Itdoesn'tmakeadifferenceThuli!

Her:IthinkIshouldgotoschool

Me:Enjoythelastfewdayswiththatcar

becausesoonI'llbesellingit

Her:YeahwhateverNomsa!

.

Tobecontinued
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Thankyouverymuchforsomeofthehome

remediesyougaveme,theyhelpedmethrough

thenight.I'llcontinueusingthem.Thankyou

verymuchtrulyappreciateit
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SNAZO

LateronIwenttoseeNisoit'sbeenawhile

sinceIlastsawhim,ThelasttimeIsawhim

wasafewdaysbeforeIwenttoKznwithDawn.

Iwaitedabitlongerthistimearoundforhim,at

somepointIthoughtherefusedtoseeme

samewayhehasbeenrefusingtoseeNomvelo.

Theguardcamewithhim andIwastakenby

howhelookedlike,hewasbadlybeatenup.He

couldn'twalkonhisowntheguardwashelping

him walk,andhewasevenabitroughwithhim.

Istoodupandlookedathim,hislefteyewas

veryswollen,hewasbadlybruisedIwas

surprisedthathecouldevenwalk.Theguardlet

goofhim andwalkedaway,tookhim awhileto

sitdown..

Him:Hey

Me:Whatthehellhappened?



Hepausedabitbeforeanswering..

Him:The28s

Me:Whatdoyoumean?

Him:Bealoteasiertotellifyoucouldsitdown

Isatdown..

Him:Igotinanaltercationwiththem

Me:WherewasMagebainallofthis?Wheredid

theyattackyou?

Him:Theybribedtheguardtogettome

Me:Ofcourse!Theystilldirtyashell

Hecoughedabitcausinghimselfpain..

Me:Whyhaven'ttheygivenyoumedical

attention?

Him:I'llbefine

Me:Nisoyoulookbadlyhurt

Him:Ithinkweshouldspendthistimetalking



aboutotherthingsthanwhattheydidtome

Me:Iwouldrathertakethistimeandhaveyou

checkedthan..

Ilookedathim..

Me:Waitaminute..Youdon'twantmedical

attentionbecauseyoubeingsuicidal,youwas

hopingthatthe28scouldbeatyoutodeath

Hedidn'tsayanything..

Me:DammitNiso!..Youcouldstillgetparole

Him:Parole?I'm supposedtodo25years

withoutthepossibilityofparoleandZwaneis

goingtomakesureofthat,Iam notgetting

paroleandIam notgettingoutofhere..Ever!

Me:Whatdoesthatmean?

Him:MagebaandIwe..There'salotofthings

thatarehappeninginsideNazothatcouldadd

uptomysentence

Me:Youstillpushingthedrugbusinessaren't



you?

Him:Ineedprotection,IneedtodoMageba

favoursorelsehewillhavememovedto

anothercellandI'm notgoingtobesomeone's

bitch!!I'dratherdiethanhavesomeonedrilling

myass,BeingNazo'skidBrotherdoesn'tafford

muchprotection!

Me:Ishould'veknownMagebawasgoingto

useyourcrimeforhisownbenefit

(Silence)

Me:Lookillmakeaplan..Youjustneedtohold

onforawhile

Heshookhishead..

Him:Whatyouneedtodoistoacceptthe

situation,acceptthat..

Me:No..

Him:Youneedtoletmego..Don'ttryanything

thatmightdestroythelifethatyouhavecreated



foryourself

Ihavebeenbrokendownafewtimesbutthis,

thismomentrighthereitfeltlikethousandsof

needleswerepiercingthroughmyheart..

Me:Ihavealwayslookedoutforyou,youmy

brother

Him:Youcan'tprotectmefrom everything,I

knewthatwhatIwasdoingwouldhaveserious

consequences..I'vedestroyedlives,Iruined

futuresandIruinedgoodfamilies.Most

parentslosttheirchildrenbecauseofmethese

arealltheirtears

Me:Idon'twanttohearyoutalkinglikethis

Him:JusttakecareofNomveloforme,helpher

throughthisshe'sveryfragile

Me:Nisono..

Him:AndtakecareofGugutoo

HestoodupandlookedattheGuardwhomade



hiswaytous..

Him:ByeBro

Me:I'm goingtofindaway..Ipromise

Theguardhelpedhim backtohiscellandIsat

therewipingmytears,I'm notgoingtogiveup

onhim..

_

NOMVELO

Iwasatthekitchenhittingupmylunch,Ihad

boughtstreetwisetwoearlierandputitinthe

fridgebecauseataround13:00kfcgetsvery

full.Iyawnedwhilelookingatthemicrowave

andandhopingitwouldstoponzeroalready,I

wasveryhungry.Iteventuallydidstoponzero

andIopenedtakingtheplateout,Ihadputthe

piecesonaplate.WhenIclosedInoticed

somethingunusual,somethingveryunusual.I

thinkIsawawomanstandingbehindme,Isaw

herbeingreflectedbythemicrowavesinceit



wassilverincolourandalmostlikeamirror

image.Iturnedaroundwithmyheartbeating

fastandIsawnoonestandingbehindme,I

facedmyfrontagainandlookedatthe

microwaveIdidn'tseeheranymore.Itwas

almostasiflikeshehadjustvanishedintothin

air...

ThedooropenedandIfreakedoutwhile

droppingtheplateonthefloor.Charlenewalked

in,Charleneismyboss..

Her:Areyouokay?Ididn'tmeantoscareyou

Inoddedrepeatedly..

Me:I'm okay

Sheglanceddownatmychickenpiecesonthe

floor..

Her:Wecangetyousomethingelsetoeat

Me:It'sokay..I..Idon'tthinkI'm hungry

anymore



Her:Areyousureyouokay?

Me:YesI'm fine..I..Ijustneedsomefreshair

Her:Whenyoucomebackpleaseseemeinmy

officeIwannadiscusssomethingwithyou,

somethingimportant

Me:Ohw

Her:Don'tlookworriedmydearit'snothing

serious

Me:OhokaythenI'llberightback

Iwalkedouttogetfreshair..

_

NISO

IwastakenbacktomycellandIwasinalotof

pain,Ithinkafewofmyribswerebroken.I

slowlylaiddownonthebedwhilefacingup,I

closedmyeyesasIstruggledtobreath.I

startedcoughinginhopestoopenupmychest

walls,thoughitwasextremelypainfulbutI



forcedthroughuntilIcoughedupblood

ItwaslittledropsofbloodthatIwipedoffwith

myhand...

Iheardthebarsopeningagainanditwas

Mageba,couldhearhisvoice..

Mageba:velelaninamafavorites,oyionewethu

ushaywakanjaninikhoba?(youhavefavorites

aroundhere,howdoesoneofusgetbeatenup

whileyouaround)

Theguardloud..

Mageba:AiisukamaanTsek!!

Iwasstrugglingtobreath,drawinginairhurta

lot...

Mageba:Niso..

Somethingwaswrong..Thebeatingmust've

causedalotofdamage..

Mageba:Nisougrand?(Areyoualright)



Icouldn'tsayanything..Itwasamess

Mageba:EhhFader!!Fader!!(Callingthewarden)

Mageba:UngasenzisoNtwanayam'bekezela

bra..(Don'tdothistous,holdon)

_

SNAZO

Ididn'tdriveoutrightaway,Iwasinthecarwith

myheadagainstthewheel.Iwashelpless,Ifelt

veryhelpless.Thelawcanbeabitch

sometimes,NisopissesoffthewrongPeople.I

raisedmyheadupandhitthestirringwheela

fewtimesoutoffrustration..

Me:Shit!!!!!!!!!

Ihaveneverbeenthishelplessbefore..

Istartedthecar..

"Beloved..."

Iwasn'tlistening,Ididn'twannalisten..



_

NOMVELO

IwentbacktothestoretohearwhatCharlene

wantedtosaytome..

Iknockedatherdoor..

Her:Comein

Imademyinandsatdown..

Me:Youwantedtoseeme

Her:Yesthere'ssomeform Ineedyoutosigh

Me:Aform?

Her:YoudidverygoodlastmonthNomveloand

I'm veryimpressedsoIjustwannagiveyoua

R500clothingvoucheryouknowit'showwe

showgratitudetoouremployees

Me:Wowuhm..Thankyou

Her:Nothankyou..Weveryhappytohaveyou

inourteam



.
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NOMVELO

MyGrandmothergoestosleepearlyaslong

shehaddinner,drankhermedication,and

watchedthatlocaldramathatplaysat18:30on

SABC1thenshe'sfine.Itwasnowaround

21:30andshehadalreadygonetobed,Iwas

sittingoutsidewithDanger.Wewerejust

catchingup.Hewashavingcastleliteasusual,

andIwashavingafruitjuice..

Him:Howisworkgoing?

Me:WorkisgoingwelltodayIwasgivena

voucherforR500,Charleneisveryimpressed

withme

Him:That'sverygoodkiddo

(Silence)



Him:Andhow'sthesituationwithyour

boyfriendnow?

Me:Stillthesame..I'm evendebatingwith

myselfifIshouldagain

Him:YouknowwhatIthinkanddon'ttakethis

thewrongway

Me:What?

Him:Ithinkheisbeingdistantsothatyoucan

forgetabouthim andmoveon,afterall25years

isnochild'splay

Me:Wellyougotparole,andifthisfaiththing

workshemightgetonetoo

Hechuckled..

Me:Ijustwishhecouldtalktomeatleast,tell

methatIshouldmoveonratherthanplaying

hideandseek

Him:Ifhedoestellyouareyougoingtomove

on?



Ishruggedmyshoulders..

Me:Idon'tknow,allIknowisthatIlovehim and

Iwannabethereforhim.Samewaythathehas

beenthereformewhenIcouldn'tcopewith

everythingthatwashappening

Him:Yathat'sgood..Startingoverisgoingto

takealotofyourstrength,especiallynowadays

committedisveryscarcerelationshipsand

marriagesaresufferingbecauseofcheating

Me:That'sverytrueyoushouldseeonsocial

media,almosteveryoneiscomplaining..These

daysstayingfaithfultoonlyonepersonseems

verydifficulttoachieve.Idon'twanttobe

dealingwithaguythat'severywhere

Him:Justtakeyourtime..

Me:CanItellyousomething?

Him:Yes

Me:Anddon'tthinkthatI'm crazy



Him:Whatisit?

Me:TodayatworkwhenIwashittingmylunch

inthekitchenIsaw..

Him:Sawwhat?

Me:IthinkthatIsawsomeonestandingbehind

meitwasawoman,couldn'tseeherclearly

becausethemicrowavewastheonethathad

herreflectionitwasabitdistorted.Iturned

aroundandshewasn'tthere

Hekeptquietforawhile..

Me:Iknowitsoundscrazybut..Ifelta

presencewithme

Him:Itdoesn'tsoundcrazy..Ifithappensagain

tellmeandwewillconsultsomeone

Me:Therapist?

Him:Noatraditionalhealer

Me:Isn'tthattooextreme?



Him:No..Thetraditionalhealerwillhelpus

communicatewiththespirit,couldbeyour

ancestor

Me:Mom typeofancestor?

Hestartedcoughing..

Him:I..Idon'tthinkso,yourMom isrestingin

peace

Me:Ohw

Him:Justtellmewhenithappensagain

Me:Iwill

_

NOMSA

IwasonthephonewithmyMother,Mothers

areourpillarofstrength.Whenlifegetstough

orwhenthingsdon'tgorightthey'realways

theretohelpuscarryon.MyMotherneverliked

JJfrom thestart,shewarnedmeabouthim.

Sheoncesaidhispresenceistooheavyin



translationshewassimplymeaningthatthere

wastoomuchcrueltysurroundingJJandthat

hehadtoomuchbloodinhishands.Iallowed

JJtomakemeabandonmyfamily,especially

mykids.IwasabadMotherIwon'tlie,Ichose

theeasywayoutoflifeandabandonedmykids..

Me:AkulungiMama(It'snotworkingMom)

Her:Ohhmntwanawam'(ohhmychild)

Me:Idon'tknowwhattodo(crying)

Her:InevernotevenonebittrustedJJ'sways

ofmakingmoney,therewastoomuchevilthat

wasinhisheart.EverydayIprayedthatGod

wouldfreeyoufrom him,evenhisdeathwas

confusingandverysudden

Me:Idon'tknowwhattodoMa

Her:sellthehouseandcomebackhomeNono,

it'sgoingtobedifficulttoadjustatfirstbutyou

canstartoverfrom it'snottoolate..Come

homesanalwam'(comehomemychild)



_

SNAZO

IwaslayingonthecouchwatchingTv,Iheard

thebedroom dooropeningandGuguwalked

out.Ilookedatthetimeitwas22:45.

Shemadeherwaytotheloungeandsatdown...

Me:Awunabuthongo?(Insomnia)

Her:Youcansaythat..Itriedfallingasleepfor

thepasthourbutmyheartwouldstartbeating

veryfast..Nginovalonje(fearoftheunknown)

Me:I'm alsostrugglingtosleep

AsweweresittingandtalkingIsawlights

flashing,Acarparkedoutsidebythefence

GuguandIlookedateachother,weheardthe

gateopeningandIputtheTvonmuteaswe

madeourwaytothekitchenwaitingforaknock.

WhensomeonebangedonthedoorIunlocked

andopened,itwasDetectiveZwanehewas



accompaniedbyothertwoofficers.Weletthem

in.SeeingthesmirkonhisfaceIalreadyknew

whatwashappening,somethingbadhappened

toNiso..

Gugu:Officerswhyareyouheresoolate?

Zwaneclearedhisthroat..

Zwane:Apologiesforcomingthislatebutsome

othernewstheycan'twaittillthemorning

Gugu:Whatnews?

Zwane:It'saboutyourSonNisoButhelezi

Guguheldontomyarm..

Gugu:Wh..Whatabouthim?

Zwane:Hewasbadlybeatenlastnightbyother

inmatesanditwasfoundedthathekeptquiet

aboutit,andhiscellmatesdidn'tnoticetoo

Gugu:Isheokay?Isheatthehospital?

Zwane:Hehadsevereinternalbleedingandhe



hadafewbrokenribssowashisribcage,his

vitalorganswereaffectedintheprocess,his

heartandhislungsgotpiercedthrough.When

hewastakentothehospitaltodayinthe

afternoon,theyoperatedrightawaybuthewent

intoshockandhediedontheoperatingtable

Itwassilentforafewseconds..

Zwane:I'm sorry..Mydeepestcondolences

Guguletoutaloudcrywhilesinkingonthe

floor..

Gugu:No..No..No..Hayiumntwanawam'(not

mychild)

Zwane:I'm verysorry

Gugu:No...Bringbackmybaby(Crying)

Ilookedatthem...

Me:Youcanleavenow

Zwane:Ohhuhm..



Me:JustleaveDetective,thisisnotimetogloat

Zwane:Fine

Helookedathiscolleagues..

Zwane:Wecango

Theywalkedoutandevenleftthedooropened,

ItriedhelpingGugutoget..

Gugu:HayiuNiso!!Bamenzeniumntwanawam'

(Whatdidtheydotohim)

IwastryingtohelpherupbutIwasbreaking

myself,myeyesfilledupwithtears..

BynowGugucryingandthecarsoutside

attractedourneighbours.Sis'Joycewalkedin

withherDaughter..

Sis'Joyce:Shlobokwenzakalani?(what's

happening)

IlookedatSis'Joyce..

Me:Pleasecanyou..CanyouhelpGugutothe



chair

Shecameandhelpedher..

Sis'Joyce:YiniSnazo(What'swrong)

Me:It'sNisohe..

Gugu:uNisousishiyile(Nisoisnomore)

Sis'Joycealsoletoutacryofherown..

Me:JustbehereforheruntilIgetback..Please

Iwentandtookmycarkeysthenleft..

_

NOMVELO

Iwokeupwhilegaspingforair,Idon'tknow

whathappenedbutmyheartwasbeatingvery

fast.Ifeltscared,Ifeltthisoverwhelmingfear

andIwasalsostrugglingtobreath..Ilooked

aroundandmyroom wasdark,Iputmyhand

onmychestwhilecrying.

Me:Duchess!!!Duchess!!!(shouting)



MyGrandmothercamerushingin..

Her:Velo..

Me:Duchesssomethingiswrongwithme

Sheswitchedonthelight..

Her:YiniVelo?(what'swrong)

Me:Idon'tknow..Ican't..Ican'tbreath

Her:ImaletmecallDangerwewilltakeyouto

thehospital.

Ireallydon'tknowwhatwashappening,Ihave

neverexperiencedthistypeoffeelingbefore..

_

SNAZO

IhadboughtafewbeersandIdroveuptoan

openfield,itwasverydarkandveryquiet.Igot

outwithafewcansofbeersandstoodwentto

sitontopofthebonnet,Iopenedoneanddrank..

"Hediedontheoperatingtable..Hediedonthe



operatingtable"

Irubbedmyeyesandhisimagewasstuckin

myhead,hewasinexcruciatingpainwhenI

sawhim earliertoday..

"Youneedtoletmego..Don'ttryanythingthat

mightdestroythelifethatyouhavecreatedfor

yourself"

Iputthecandownandrubbedmyfacewithmy

hands..

"Youcan'tprotectmefrom everything,Iknew

thatwhatIwasdoingwouldhaveserious

consequences"

Itookthecanandthrewitaway,Iwentand

startedkickingtheTyre..

Me:Why??Why??Why??Why??

Imovedawayandlookedupatthestars..

Me:Ithoughtwehadadeal!!!Ithoughtwe..

Tearsjuststartedfalling...



Me:Why???ThisisnotwhatIsignedupfor!I

didmorebadthings!Hedidn'tdeservethis!He

isagoodkid!!Whatam Isupposedtodonow?

Howam Isupposedtolive??Yousupposedto

bethegoodguyhere!Youcalledmetosave

lives,savelivesfrom thehandofthedevil!!I..

Wedone!!!Whatevershithelldealwehad,we

done!!I'm done!!

.

Tobecontinued

Noedits

63

NOMVELO

Ispentthenightatthehospitalandthis

morningIwasfeelingabitbetterbutshadows

ofthatfearstillhauntedme.Theysedatedme

lastnightwhenIarrivedandIsleptthroughthe

wholenight,thismorningveryearlyIhadto

bathandeatthentheDrcameandaskedme



somequestionsandwhatnotalsomyblood

samplewastakentothelabforfurthertesting

andtoruleoutanydeadlytoxinsfrom my

blood..

TheDrcametoseemeagainIthinkhehadmy

results..

Him:Goodmorning

Me:Morning

Him:Howareyoufeelingnow?

Me:Abitbetter..JustwonderingwhencanIgo

home

Him:Youwillgohomefirstthingtomorrow

morning,afteryourbloodworkhascame

through

Me:Whatiswrongwithme?

Him:Thepossiblediagnosisfornowisapanic

attack,allyoursymptomsleadtoapanicattack

Me:IknowwhatapanicattackisbutwhatIfelt



lastnight..ItwassointenseIthoughtthatIwas

goingtodie

Him:Whenit'ssevereitgetstothatpointbut

what'sgoodaboutitisthatitcannotkillyou

Me:ThankGodforthat

Him:Assoonasyourbloodworkcomes

through,youwillgohometomorrowmorning

Me:Thankyou

Hemovedontomyneighbour.Ihatehospitals

andIcan'twaittobeoutofhere,public

hospitalsareamess.Nursesaren'treally

friendly,yousharethewardwithalotofother

peopleandjusthopethatyoudon'tgethaunted.

Youalsopraythatnoonediesinyourward

duringthenight.Itwasevenhecticformeto

sleeponthisbed,howmanypeoplehaveslept

onthisbedanddied?Itwasfrustrating..

_



MANTWA

IwasshockedtohearthatNisoisnomore.We

gotthenewsearlierthismorning..

Me:Ican'tbelieveNisoisnomore

Mom:It'sverysurprising..Hediedinjailbut

thenagainIheardtheButheleziboysarevery

problematicandthatNazohashadalotof

encounterswiththelaw,youluckythatyou

dodgedthebullet

Me:Don'tbelikethat..Nazoturnedhislife

aroundandNisohewasinschool,hewasdoing

hislastyearinteaching

Her:Thenhowdidheendupinjail?Theschool

thingmust'vebeenjustafront

Me:Don'tjudge

Her:I'm notjudging

(Silence)

Me:Nazomustbebroken..HeloveshisBrother



morethananythingandanyoneinthisworld

Her:Sadforhim butlifeisnotawalkinthepark

Me:IshouldcomewithjusttoseeifGuguis

holdingupwellandiftheyneedhelp,I'm sure

theirrelativeshaven'tarrivedyet.Itwasa

suddenthing

Her:YounotcomingwithMantwa

Me:Whynot?

Her:Thesearethesamepeoplewhoalmost

madeyoutotakeyourownlife,thatfamilyI

heardtheybadnewsjustbegratefulyoudone

withthem

Me:Madon'tbelikethat

Her:Mantwayouhaveafiancéthatlovesyou

focusonthat,focusonhim.Heisagood

personandeducateddon'truinwhatyouhave

forauselessfamily!

Uhmm okaythatwasafirst,Mymom doesn't



usuallyblowuplikethis..

_

SNAZO

IwaswokenupbythesunandIrealizedthatI

passedoutinmycar.IlookedoverandIhada

lotofcansonthepassenger'sseat.Ithrew

them outviathewindowandstartedmycar

thendrovehome.IwasdrivingaPolothatIgot

afewmonthsback,Iboughtitwithmycheck

from Dawnandthemoneythatourbusiness

generated.Itwasn'tnew,wasagoodsecond

handPolothatIgotfor120k.Ididn'tbuyit

straightawayIbudgetfirstforafewmonths

andthenIgotit,itwasredincolour.Ifeltlike

shit,myheadwasbuzzingandIstillfeltabit

drunk.WhenIwasonmystreetIsawDawn's

carparkedatmyhouse,Ididn'tneedanytype

offuckeryrightnow..

IparkedmineatSis'Joyce'sgateandmademy



wayinonfoot.Thebackdoorwasopenedand

furniturewasbeingcarriedout.

Imademywayinthroughthebackdoorand

Dawnsittingintheloungewithoneofmy

Uncles,heseemeduncomfortableandmy

UnclehasaPhDinmakingpeoplefeelvery

uncomfortable..

Uncle:Yewenamfana..Ubuyaphi?(Wherehave

youbeen)

Me:Malume(Uncle)

Him:UngathiNyalume,Nyalume!Ubuyaphi

(Whereareyoucomingfrom)

IlookedatDawn..

Me:Dawn

Heslightlybowedhisheadtome..

Me:I'llbeback

Iwalkedouttothebathroom andGuguwas

sittingonthemattresswithmyUncle'swife.



Shehadaminiblanketaroundhershoulders,

shehadadoekonandshewaslookingdown

whilerockingherselfbackandforth....

Me:Sanibonani(Greetings)

Aunt:Snazo

Shewasholdingthesnuff,youcan'tseparate

herfrom that..

IlookedatGugu..

Me:Unjani?(Howisshe)

Aunt:Haikunzima(It'shard)akadli,akafuninex

nje(she'snoteating,shejustdoesn'twant

anything)

Ilookedatheragain,thenIlookedatmyAunt..

Me:Iwillseeyouguyslaterjustcallmeifyou

needanything

Aunt:SizodingaiGroceryezinyeizihlobozethu

zisendleleni(Wewillneedgroceries,ourother

relativesareontheway)



Me:Youwillwritemealist

Her:Okay

IwentbacktotheDawn,wecangoandtalkin

myroom.Hestoodup..

Me:Malumengiyabuya(UncleIam coming

back)

WhenwewalkedoutwebumpedintoMantwa

andherMom atthedoor,beenawhilesinceI

lastsawher.ShestilllookedgoodIjuststood

thereandlookedatherforaminuteortwountil

herMotherclearedherthroat,theeyecontact

wasbroken..

Me:Sanibonani(Greetings)

Mantwa'sMom wasthefirstonetorespond.

Her:Sicelaukungena(Maywepleasegoin)

Ishifted..

Me:Yasorry



Theymadetheirwayin..

_

NOMVELO

IwassoboredthatItriedtoforcemyselfto

sleepbutIcouldn'tachievethat,mybedwas

theclosesttotheNursesstationandtheywere

makingalotofnoise.Theywereeatingand

laughing,justbeingveryannoying..

AsIwastossingandturningIsawmy

GrandmotherandDangermakingtheirwayto

theNurses,Iwaspuzzled.Visitinghoursstart

from 14:00intheafternoon.Theytalkedtothe

NursesforquietawhileandIsawoneofthe

Nursespointingatmethentheymadetheirway

tome,theylookedsomehowdrained..

Me:Whatareyouguysdoinghere?

MyGrandmotherhuggedme..

Her:Velo..Howareyoufeeling?



Me:I'm feelingwell

Theyhadbroughtfoodwiththem...

Danger:WhatdidtheDrsay?

Me:Saiditwasapanicattack

Grams:Apanicwhat?

Me:NothingseriousDuchess,theyeven

dischargingmetomorrow

Danger:That'sgood

Heputthefoodontopofmysmallcabinet..

Danger:Webroughtyousomefood..Chips,ribs,

coslowsaladanda100%fruitjuicewithsome

snackstopushtime

Me:Thankyou

Icouldseethatsomethingwaswrong..

Me:Iseverythingokay

Theylookedateachother..



Me:Iam notdyingguyssorelax

Grams:Wecameearlybecause..There's

somethingthatweneedtotellyou

Me:What?

Grams:Ibelievethatwhathappenedtoyoulast

nightwasasign

Me:Asignofwhat?

Her:Velothere'snoeasywaytotellyouthis

but..

Me:Butwhat?

Grams:uNisohepassedonyesterday,Ithink

youhadthatpanicthingyakhonabecauseof

that..Itwasasign

Ididn'tunderstandthestatement..

Me:Idon'tunderstand

Danger:uNisopassedonyesterdayVelobathi

hegotintoafightthadlaterontookhislife



MyGrandmotherputherhandonmycheek..

Her:I'm so-

Imovedmyheadbackabit...

Her:I'm sorrybaby

It'snottrue...

Her:Itis

Me:It'snot..Theymadeamistake

Danger:Velo

Me:Hewouldn'tdothistome!!(shouting)

Everyonelookedatme..

Icalmeddown..

Me:WhenIgetdischargedtomorrowwewillgo

totheprisonandenquire,theymadeamistake.

Youwillseetheymadeamistake

Theydidn'tknowwhattosay.Iclearedmy

throatsinceIfeltlikeitwasdry..



Me:Pleasepassmemyfood

Dangerpassedmetheplastic,Istruggledalot

tountieit.Myhandsweretrembling

Danger:Letmehelpyouwiththat

Hetookit,Isniffedandtriedtoblockmytears..

Me:Everythingisfineyouguyswillsee..Heis

fine,theymadeamistake.Theyhumansthey

makemistakes..Heisfine

Iwipedmytears..

Grams:Velo

Shecameandhuggedme..

Me:Hewouldn'tdothattomeDuchess,he

lovesmetoomuchtoputmethroughthat..He

wouldn'thurtmelikethis(Crying)

Nisoisnotdead..It'sjustnottrue...

_

NAZO



Dawn:IheardaboutyourBrother..I'm sorry

Me:Thankyou

Dawn:Atleastyouwillbebackintimefrom

Mpumalangaforhisfuneral

Ilookedathim..

Me:Youkiddingmeright?

Him:Youcan'tbailout,it'stomorrow.They

expectingyou

Me:Theycangotohell!!

Him:Iknowyouhurtingbutdon'tdothis

Me:Iwantnothingtodowithreligion,

exorcisms,preaching,thegiftIhave..Iwant

nothingtodowithanyofthat!Ineverwasafan

ofthisreligionbullshit!!

Him:OkayIunderstandthatyouhurtingandas

ahuman-

Me:Youdon'tunderstandshit!!!Youlosta



pussyoncethatyoureplacedwithanotherone,

andyoumarriedthisone!She'spregnantyall

aregoingtobea"beautiful"multiracialcouple!I

lostaBrother,youcan'treplacethat!!

(Silence)

Hechuckled..

Him:Okayyouhurting,I'm goingtogiveyou

sometimetocolletyourself!!

Hewalkedoutwhilebumpingintomeon

purpose..

Iclickedmytongue...

Me:Nx!!!

_

Tobecontinued
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NOMVELO



ThefollowingdayIwasdischargedfrom the

hospitalandmyGrandmothercametofetchme,

weusedataxitogobackhome.Ididn'tknow

howIwasfeelingbutfrom wherethetaxi

droppedusoff,towalkinghome.Icouldseea

lotofactivityfrom Niso'shouse..

Grams:Doyouwannagoin?

IlookedathishouseforawhileandthenI

nodded.Ididn'tthinkIwasgoingtogothrough

painagain,Ihavesufferedenoughmentallyand

emotionally.Ineedabreakfrom hurt,abreak

from heartache..

Wewalkedinthroughthebackdoor,itwas

wideopen.MyGrandmothergreetedthosethat

wefoundinthelivingroom andsheaskedifwe

couldgotothebedroom,theyallowedus.Gugu

wassittingonthemattresswithsomewoman,

seeingherinthatstatejustconfirmed

everything.Itconfirmedthathewasgone..



MyGrandmothergreetedandwesatdownon

thechairs.MyGrandmotherintroducedusto

theotherwoman,andinturnshealso

introducedherselfasNiso'sAunt...

Aunt:UmuhleSisi(Youbeautiful)

Ijustnodded..

Grams:uGuguunjani?(howisGugu)

Aunt:She'stakingitveryhard

Sheturnedtoher..

Aunt:GuguuNomvelonoMaNgcobo-

Gugulookedatus,shelookedatmetomore

specific.Hereyesreflectedalotofsadness

andpain,shewasbrokenandsowasI..

Gugu:I'm..I'm sorryNomvelo,Iknowhowmuch

youlovedhim

IthinkitwasdifficultformebecauseIwasthe

onlypersonwhodidn'tseehim whilehewasin

prison,maybeitIsawhim itwouldmakethe



painabitbetter.Justabitthough.

Me:CanIgotohisroom?

Gugunodded..

Istoodupandmademywaytohisroom,

nothingwastouchedormoved.Itwasstillas

howIrememberiteverytimeI'vebeenhere.I

walkedtohisbedandsatdown,oneofhist-

shirtswasonthebed.Itookitandlookedatit,I

broughtitclosertomynoiseandithadhis

cologne.Myeyesfilledwithtears.Iputiton

thenlaiddownonhisbedandclosedmyeyes..

_

SNAZO

Shewastiredandthecondom wasn'tdoing

justiceanymore.Wehavebeenatitsincefrom

lastnight,IthinkIwasgoinghardonitbecause

it'sbeenawhilesinceIlasthadit.

Iwashavingitfrom theback,pinnedherdown



onthebedandlockedherhandsagainsther

backsothatshedoesn'tdisturbme.It'sjusta

random bitchIpickeduplastnightwhenIwent

drinkingwithanoldfriendofmineSenzo,I

boughtherafewdrinkswithherfriendsandI

tookherwithmetoSenzo'splaceforanight.I

wasn'tgoingtocome,atleastnotasquickas

shewantedbecauseshewasinpain.Sobefair

Ioptedthatshegivesmeablowjobforawhile

tospeeduptheprocess.Isatonthebedand

tookoffthecondom,shewentforitandIpulled

herherhairback.Iforgothownicethisis..

ShewentonandonandIwasclosetocome,

instesdoftellingherIjustcameinhermouth,

shespatthem out..

Her:Youcould'vewarnedme

Shegotupandwipedhermouth,thenstarted

dressing.Istoodupandwenttotodressup

too..



Her:Ihaveneverbeenwithaguywhohadsuch

anappetitejustlikeyou,Iam burningandin

pain

Me:Canyoujustdressupandgo

Her:I'm goingtoneedmoneyforataxi

IgaveherR200andthensheleft..Iwalkedout

ofthebedroom tocheckSenzoandhewasn't

around,probablywenttowork..

_

NOMSA

Agent:Thisisaverynicehouse

Me:Thankyou

Her:Yousellingitwiththewholefurniture?

Me:Yes

Shelookedaroundagain..

Her:OkayIam surethatsomeoneisgoingto

buyitbeforetheendofthemonth



Me:Thatwouldbegood

Her:OkaysoIwouldneedyououtbytheendof

theweek

Me:Ihavealreadystartedpacking

Her:I'llbeintouch

Me:Forhowmuchareyougoingtosellitfor?

Her:R900000

Me:Notbad

Her:Notbadatall

Shegavemeahandshake..

Her:illcallyou

Me:Thankyouverymuch

Shesmiledandwalkedout.Ilookedaroundand

thisisnolongergoingtobemyhome,nowIam

movingbacktopovertyandthehood...

_



MANTWA

Patel:Iwillpickyouupat18:00

Me:Okay

Him:Iloveyou

Me:Iloveyoutoo

Eventhoughourculturesclash,accordingto

him Iwassupposedtohavemovedinathis

placesinceweengagedbutinmycultureheis

meanttopayLobolafirst.Wemeetinguplater

onsothatwecandiscussthelobolathing,I

needtoexplaintohim howit'sdoneandwhat

notthenhecangivehisopiniontoo,Iwonder

howit'sgoingtoworkout..

Mymotherwalkedintomybedroom..

Me:IwasonthephonewithPatel,wemeeting

uplateron

Shekeptquietandthenshesatdownonmy

bed..



Me:Iseverythingokay?

Her:Mantwadoyouknowhowblessedyouare?

Me:Yes

Her:ImeanIsawyouwithyourexand..Ihope

thatyouwon'truinyourrelationshipwith

someonewhoalmostmadeyoukillyourself

Me:Mom-

Her:I'm serious

Me:Iwon't..WhatNazoandIhadit'sover

Her:Ihopeso

MyMom'ssuddenhateforNazoisreally

disturbing..

.

Tobecontinued

Noedits

65



NAZO

SATURDAY

Dayswentbyfast,fasterthanIwantedthem to

gobecauseIdidn'tlookforwardtohisfuneral.

Nowthatthedaywasfinallyhereitmadethe

nightmarereal,seeinghim inthecoffinmadeit

realtoo.Hedidn'tlookthesameIalmost

couldn'trecognizehim,thebruiseswerestill

thereandhisfacewasveryswollen.Hislips

weredryandabitcracked,hiseyeswereshut

permanently.Itwasalottotakein,Ididn'thave

tearsnomoreI'vewastedthem allduringthe

week.Idon'tshowmyweaknesstoPeople,no

matterhowbrokenIwasIjustcouldn'tshowit

toeveryoneelse.Idealwithsituationsmyown

way.At10:30am weleftforchurch,thefuneral

wasgonnatakeplaceatmyGrandmother's

church.It'sfunnybecauseI'vebeenherenotso

longagotobidfarewelltomyGrandmother,

andnowit'smyBrother.



Idon'tunderstandhowthislifethingworks..

Guguwasdone,shewashurtwhenmy

GrandmotherdiedbutwithNisoIhavenever

seenherthisbroken.Physicallyshewashere

butmentallyandemotionallyshewasgone,I

don'teventhinkshewasawareofwhatwas

happening.Theyhadflowersonhiscoffin,I

actuallypaidforthewholeentirefuneral.They

hadhispictureatthefront..

IlookedaroundandShinewassittingatthe

back,Nomvelo'sGrandmotherwasaroundbutI

didn'tseeNomvelo.Damn!Nomvelo,Ihave

totallyforgottenabouther..

"Ngangiyison'Esibi

(Iwasaterriblesinner)

EsayaEnkosini

(IcametotheLord)

KwathiNgegamaLikaJesu



(BytheNameofJesus)

Ngathol'ukukhululwa

(Ifoundfreedom)

Wez'umthandazowami

(Heheardmyprayers)

Wangithethelela

(Heforgaveme)

Wangethulaumthwalo

(Hetookawaytheburden)

Wangishiyaneculo

(Heleftmewithasong)"

Afewpeoplestoodupandsangalong,Ilooked

athispictureonhisobituaryhewassmiling.

Smilinglikedeathwasn'tgoingtomeetupwith

him anytimesoon,hedidn'tdeservethis.I've

doneterriblethingsinmylifebutNisodoesone

mistakeandthenit'stheend?Idon't



understand..

"Ngizomethembanjalo

(Iwillsurelytrusthim)

Ngob'uyayaziindlela

(Forheknowstheway)

Uzongiholangesoangisekeleimpela

(Hewillleadwithhiseyeandsupportme

indeed)

Ezulwiningolanda

(WhenIgettoheaven)

Ngibongephakade

(Iwillforeverthankhim)

Wangethulaumthwalo

(Hetookawaytheburden)

Wangishiyaneculo

(Heleftmewithasong)"



_

NOMVELO

IwaswokenupbyapanicattackI'vebeen

gettingalotofthoselatelyandI'm stilltryingto

controlthem.IlookedaroundandIstillfeltabit

wasted,Irosemyheadupanditwasheavy.I

hadhisminiblanketwithme,Itookitwithme

thatdaywhenIwasathisplaceIdidn'tstealit

theyletmehaveit.Weusedtosleepwiththat

blanketwhenitwashot,it'snotbigjustasmall

niceblanket.Ididn'tgotohisfuneral,Iwas

evenathome.IwasvisitingmycousinNkuli

beenheresinceThursday.I'vedevelopedan

addictiverelationshipwithalcohol,Idrink

beforegoingtowork,IdrinkatworkandIdrink

whenIknockoff.It'ssomethingthathappens

everyday.Alcoholmightnotmakeitallrightbut

whenIpassoutIsleeplikeadeadperson,

nothinginvadesmymind.It'slikemymindjust

shutsdownforthattime.TheonlythingI'm



battlingwithisthatitbringsaboutalotof

depression,I'veoverdosedonpillsbutitwasn't

somethingseriousandIbecomefearlessto

commitsuicide.I'vetriedhangingmyself,I've

trieddrinkingratpoisonbutIcouldn'tgo

throughwithit.Somethingdeepinsideofme

didn'twant..

Ihadpassedoutonthecouch,Ilookedatthe

timeanditwassomethingtoeleven.Igotup

from thecouchandmademywaytothe

kitchen,Ipouredmyselfwhiskeyandgulpedit

down.NotexactlymyfavoritebutIneedtotake

mymindoffwhat'shappeningtodaybackinthe

hood..

_

SNAZO

Hisfriendspokewellabouthim,ourneighbour

Sis'Joyceevenshedatearortwo.Itwasan

emotionalserviceandnowwewereofftothe



cemetery.MyAuntiesweretalkinginthefamily

carbutmymindwasfaraway,wewere

followingthehearseandmyeyesweregluedon

hiscoffinatthebackofthehearseIdidn'ttake

anyinterestinwhattheyweresaying.Theride

wasverylong..

_

NOMVELO

IwasbrokenandIdidn'tknowhowtofixmyself,

Ididn'tseeanyreasontoliveanymore.My

visionwasgettingblurryasItriedputtingthe

glassonthecounter,Iwasalready40%drunkif

not50%.Mybrokenheartstartedalloveragain.

Iliterallywenttothecouchtogettheblanket

andImademywaytothebalcony,allIwanted

wastoberidofthepain..

_

SNAZO

Whenwegottothecemeterysomethingweird



happened.AsIwaswalkingtowerewewere

supposedtositIheardthevoicedeepwithin..

"Beloved.."

Istopped..Ilookedaroundandclearedmy

throatthencontinuedwalking..

"Beloved.."

Me:Nottoday..Notever!!

_

NOMVELO

Ilookeddownanditwasalongwaydown,I

closedmyeyeswithtearsfalling..

Me:Wefinallygoingtobetogethermylove

Itwasabitdifficulttogothroughwithit,the

blanketfellasIwastryingtoleapofftheedge.I

lookedatitandsighedinfrustration.

Igotdowntopickitupandafamiliarhand

helpedmetopickitup,itwashim.Hestoodin



frontofmewithhiseverbeautifulsmile..

Me:Niso?

Heputtheblanketaroundme..

Him:Hereyougo

Me:But..Howisthispossible?

Him:Anythingispossible

Heappearedreal,hewasholdingme..

Me:Youleftme..(crying)why?

Heshookhisheadno..

Him:Ididn'tleaveyou

_

NKULI

Iwalkedoutofmybedroom tocheckupon

Nomvelo,Ihadcheckeduponherafewhours

agoandshewassleeping.Idon'tlikehowshe's

buryingherselfinalcoholandatthesametimeI

don'tknowhowtohelpher.



Me:Velo?

Itwasquietbuttheslidingdoorwaswideopen,

Igotscared.Imademywaytothebalconybut

stoppedhalfway.Shewasstandingthereand

huggingherself,surprisinglyshewassmiling

throughhertears..

Her:Ididtelleveryonethatyounotgone,but

theydon'tbelieveme.Noonebelievesme

Shewastalkingasiflikesheseeshim,asiflike

hewasstandingthere.Rightinfrontofher.I

gotemotional,tearsburnedmyeyes.Itwasa

heartbreakingmomenttowitness..

.

Tobecontinued
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SNAZO



3MONTHSLATER

Itwasstilldifficulttogothroughlifewithout

Niso,Iwouldgotohisroom afewtimesinthe

morninghopingthatIwouldfindhim therebutI

wouldfindtheroom empty.Guguwastryingto

makeitthrougheverydaywithouthim,what

happenedhasdriftedusapart.Iam alwaysout

gettinguptonogood,I'm hardlyathome.With

regardstomygiftIstillheardtheholyspirit

communicatingwithmebutIwasjusttoo

ignorant,Iwantednothingtodowithmycalling.

IblamedGodforeverything,Ithoughtby

answeringtohim andservinghim hewould

takecareofmylovedonesguessIwaswrong.

HowcouldhesitbackandletmyBrotherdie,

it'snotfair

Islowlyopenedmyeyestobewelcomedbythe

presenceofsomeonewholookedveryfamiliar,

hewasstandingthereinmyroom going

throughhisphone.Howdidhegetin?Imust've



beenreallyknockedouttonothearsomeone

breakingintomyroom.Irosemyheadupand

thatgrabbedhisattention..

Him:Finallyheisawake,thoughtIwasgoingto

standhereforever

Iwasveryconfused..

Him:YourMom letmein

Guguhasasparekeytomyroom..

Me:Whatareyou..Whatareyoudoinghere?

Him:Idon'tknowbetweenyoudrinkingandthe

girlyousupposedtomarryalsodrinkingit'sjust

onedrinkingproblem andit'ssettingyouback

Me:Idon'tneedalecture

Him:I'm notlecturingyou

Ichuckledindisbelief..

Me:ZaineRadebetheGOATstandinginmy

room IguessImustbeimportantupthere



Hechuckled..

Him:Icouldbedoingsomethingelserightnow

ratherthanbeingherebut..

(Silence)

Him:Whydon'tyoubathsothatwecangoout

foraride

Me:Cooljustgivemeafewminutes

Hegavemeaweirdlook..

Me:What?

Him:Iwastoldthatyouveryarrogantandfullof

yourself..Iwasexpectingafightorsomething

Iexhaled..

Me:I'm justtiredoffighting,that'swhatI've

beendoingeversince....I'm justtired

Henodded..

Me:There'snoescapingitisthere?

Henodded..



Me:There'snoescapingthisright?

Him:Youcan'tescapewhoyouare,nomatter

howmuchyourun

Iranmyhandonmyface..

Him:I'llbeinthecar

Hewalkedout.

_

NOMVELO

IhavebeenstayingwithNkuliforallthislong

myGrandmotheragreedformetostaytherefor

thislongbecauseshethoughtfreshairwould

domegood,shethoughtbeingawayfrom here

abitwillhelpme.Unfortunatelythatwasnot

thecase,Isankdeeperanddeeperintoalcohol

thatNkulicouldn'ttakeitnomore.Eachtime

whenIgettoodrunkIwouldchange,Iwould

becomeadifferentpersonandshecouldn't

takeitanymore.Shecouldn'ttakebeingmy



bodyguard.WegothomeandIjustthrew

myselfonthecouch,Iwastiredandvery

hungover.Thoughthehangoverwasn'tnew.

Nkuli:Gogonawuumuntuwakho(Grandma

hereisyourperson)

Sheputmybagonthefloor..

Grams:kwenzekeni?(whathappened)

Nkuli:Haiminangihlulekile(Iam defeated)

Grams:KodwaVelo(butVelo)

Nkuli:SheneedsprofessionalhelpGogobefore

shereallycommitssuicide

Grams:Namiangisazi(Ialsodon'tknow)

Nkuli:Iam exhausted,Icouldn'tsleep

peacefullymostnightsbecauseIhadtowake

upandcheckonher.Checkifsheisstill

breathing,sheisdrinkinglikeafishIdon'tknow

anymore.Shebrokeacoupleofthingsatmy

place,whensheisdrunkshebecomesatotal



differentperson

Grams:Idon'tknowanymore..I'vebeenpraying

yaziuzeulahlenomsebenziomuhle(sheeven

leftagoodjob)

Me:Eishngicelanigakhulumingamingathi

angikhola(Pleasedon'ttalkaboutmeasiflike

I'm nothere)

Nkuli:HaiGogoletmegotomyplacesoIcan

sleep

Shestoodup..

Nkuli:YoumustconsidergettinghelpforVelo

gogo..Professionalhelp

Grams:I'lltalktoDanger

ShehuggedmyGrandmotherandthenlooked

atme..

Her:Ubengconomntanasekhaya(getwell)

MyGrandmotherwalkedherout..



_

SNAZO

WhenIwasdonebathingIwenttothehouseto

checkonGugu,sheinNiso'sroom busyfolding

hisclothes...

Me:Hey

Shelookedatme..

Her:Hey

Me:Whatareyoudoing?

Her:It'stimewegivehisclothesawaytopeople

whoneedthem,I'lltakethem tochurch

Islightlysmiledandnodded..

Me:I'm goingoutwithZaineI'llbebacklater,

callmeifyouneedme

Shesmiledatme..

Her:ThoughtIlostyoutoo

Me:I'llseeyoulater



Her:Okay

Iturnedaroundandstartedwalkingaway...

Gugu:Nazo

Iturnedandlookedather..

Her:Thankyou..Thankyoufornotlosing

yourself

Me:Seeyoulater

_

MANTWA

Me:"Matric,atleast2yearsexperience,

computeliterate.."

Patel:Goodmorning

Me:Morning

Hebuttonedhisshirtaroundhiswrist...

HecameandkissedmeonmyforeheadandI

puttheiPadonthetable..

Him:Whatareyoudoing?



Me:Lookingforajob

Patelhonouredhowthingsaredoneinmy

culture,hepaidlobolaformeafewweeksago

afteralmostamonthofconvincinghisfamily.

AfterpayingLobolaImovedinwithhim and

nextyearweplanningongettingmarried,we

stillhavetobudgetsinceweddingsain'tcheap.

Withtheweddingwegoingtodoithisway,the

wholeweddingwillincludehistraditionsand

beliefs.It'sonlyfair..

Him:Areyousucceeding?

Me:WellIgotafewpoststhatI'm goingto

applyfor

Him:That'sgood

Me:ShouldImakeyousomethingtoeat?

Him:Nothankyou..I'm alreadylateI'llgraba

cupofcoffeeontheway

Me:Youhavealongdayaheadofyou



Him:I'llgetlunch..Ipromise

Me:Youbetter

Hekissedme..

Him:I'llseeyoulater

Me:lateritisthen

Him:Iloveyou

Me:Iloveyoutoo

Hetookhisthingsandleft..

_

SNAZO

Idon'tevenknowwhereweweregoing,Idon't

knowwhyhewasevenhere.Idon'tthinkhe

understandswhatI'vebeenthrough.

Me:Wherearewegoing?

Him:Iwantyoutomeetmyfamily

Me:Yougotmeupforthat?



Him:Trustme..Itwillbeworthit

Thedrivewasabitquiet,Ididn'tknowwhatto

saytohim.Imeanwhatdoyousaytoaperson

likehim?ItseemslikeGodhasbeengoodto

him.Heisverysuccessful,IwishGodcould've

beenthisgoodtometoo.Iwishhedidn'ttake

myBrotheraway..

Tomysurprisewestoppedatacemetery.

Me:Idon'tunderstand

Him:Younottheonlyonewholostsomeone,

someonewhowasdeartoyou.WhenIwasin

theprocessofbecomingaprophet,whenI

answeredtomycalling.IlostmyFather,then

myMother,andthenmyBrother.Ilostmy

wholefamily.Youevenblessedtostillhave

yourMother,Ihadnooneotherthanthegirl

thatIwassupposedtomarryandshewas

broken.Shesufferedsexualabusefrom her

stepfatherandintheprocessshefellpregnant,



HerstepFatherwasacultleader.

Thiswasshocking,Ineverknewaboutthis.

Him:Comeandseemyfamily,Iwannashow

youtheirtombstonestheirlastrestingplaceso

youcouldseehowmuchIlostwhenIbecamea

prophet.Idon'tusuallycomeherebutIwill

makeanexceptionforyou

Heopenedthedoorandgotout,Iopenedthe

doorandgotouttoo..

.

Tobecontinued
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SNAZO

"INTHELOVINGMEMORYOFLEIGHTON

RADEBE.ASON,BROTHER,ANDFATHER.

MAYYOURSOULRESTINPEACE"



Zaine:TheremainsofmylateBrotherlie

underneaththistombstone

Me:Howdidhedie?

Heremainedquietforawhile..

Zaine:Hewaspossessedthedayhefinally

repented,hissoullefthisbody.Ialwaysbelieve

thathediedinpeace

Me:I'm sorrytohearthat

Him:Leighwasperfect,hewastheperfectson.

Hehadarespectablejob,hewasveryreligious

andmyparentswereveryproudofhim.They

thoughtthathewasgoingtobetheonetoget

thegiftbutunfortunatelyitwaspassedonto

meandIneverunderstoodwhy.Ineverbelieved

inGod,Iwasamusicproducerandmycareer

wasstartingtotakeoffnomakethatitwas

takingoff.Myartistswerewinningawards,I

hadthemoney,thefameandthegirl.Iwas

happywithwhoIwas,Iwashappywithhowmy



lifewasuntil..

Me:Until?

Him:UntilIstartedseeingthings..Strange

thingsthatIcouldn'tunderstandandthat's

whenmyFatherrealizedthatthegifthadbeen

passedontomeinsteadofLeighton.My

BrotherwasfuriousandsowasmyMother,he

justdidn'tunderstoodhowitworked.He

wantedtobeaprophetsobadthatheworked

veryclosewiththedeviltobringmedown.

ThingsgotworsewhenmyFatherpassedon,

Mymom andLeightontheybecamemy

enemiesmyMom didn'tevenlikeBonolo.Itwas

amess,itwasaverybigmess

(Silence)

Me:YouknowallalongIthoughtyouhadit

easy,lookingatyourliferightnowIthoughtthat

everythingwaseasyforyou

Helaughed..



Him:Iwish..ThereweretimesIneverthoughtI

wasgoingtomakeit.Iwastested,Iendured

andthedeviltookblowsatmebutI'm stillhere

today

Me:It'snoteasytogetoverthedeathof

someoneclosetoyou,Iwakeupeveryday

blamingmyselfandwishingthatitcould've

beenmehewasyoung,smart,hadabright

future.Hewasmeanttograduatesoonandme

ontheotherhandmyfuturedidn'tlooksobright,

Iwishitwasmewhodied.IknowNisocould've

handledmydeathbetter

Him:Youmuchstrongerthanyouthink,you

mightneverunderstandwhyithadtobehim

butthere'sareason.Behindeverythingthere'sa

reason.ImightnotknowyourBrotherbutifyou

twowerereallythattight,Idoubthewouldwant

youtolivelikethis

Westartedwalkingaway..



Him:Hedestroyedmanysoulsanditisyour

destinytosavealotofthesoulsthatare

remaining,youtakingastandagainsthelland

doingtheoppositeofwhathedidisthebest

waytoavengehisdeath.Youtryingsohardto

destroyyourself,yourunningawayfrom your

gift..Youcan'trunawayfrom it,it'swhoyouare

andthemoreyouselfdestructtheremoreand

moretheenemysnatchesmanysouls.You

givinghelltheupperhand

Iexhaled..

Him:ProphetAyoFazielBadruhefightsoff

witchcraft,hesavesfamiliesfrom thecurseof

witchcraftbeingpassedonfrom generationto

generation.Hefacesoffdiplomaticwitchesand

powerfulwitchcraft,hehasearnedtherightto

becalledtheGOAT,heistheGreatestProphet

ofalltime

Me:Thenwhatareyou?



Him:HeisthegreatestProphetofalltimeand

I'm thepowerfulProphetofthislifetime,weall

gifteddifferentlyBadruandIweabletosave

thephysicalbeingofapersonwefightevilona

dailybasisbutyou..

Hestopped..

Him:Yougoasfarashealingthesoul,whatyou

doisveryremarkableandveryspecial.You

savesoulsfrom depression,mentalanguish

andfrom thehandofthedevil,youcleansea

mindthatisfullofconfusion,youmenda

brokenandbleedingheart.Thedevilisstriking

back,andheisdoingitthroughdepression.

Moreandmorebrokensoulsresultinsuicide

becauseofdistortedthoughts,yourareneeded.

Don'tgivehelltheupperhand.IfyourBrother

gotasecondchoicehewouldmakethingsright

butunfortunatelyheisnot,somakethingsright

forhim.Firstofallyouneedtogetyourfuture

wiferight,sheisbreakingatleastthat'swhat



Helenasaid

Me:Helenagossips?Iknewshewasnogood

(Laughing)

Helaughedtooandcontinuedwalking..

_

NOMVELO

Ifoundmyselfinapurewhiteroom.Thewalls

werepaintedwhite,theceilingwasalsowhite

andthewindowhadnocurtain.Thewhitnessin

thisroom wasoverwhelming,Icouldn'tsee

evenasmallstain..

Me:Hello?

Myvoiceechoed.Iwaswearingapurewhite

dress,somethingaboutthisscenewasnotright.

What'shappening?Am Ideadorsomething?I

lookedaroundandIcouldn'tseeadoor,allI

couldseewasjustthewindow.Iwalkedupto

thewindowandstaredout,thegrassoutside



wasverygreenandbeautiful.Therewere

sunflowersaroundandtrees.Thesunwas

shiningbright,Ievensawdovesflyingaround..

Me:Wow..Whatisthisplace?

AsIwastakenbythebeautyofthisunknown

placeIheardavoicebehindme..

Voice:Nomvelo

Islowlyturnedaroundandthereshewas,My

Mother..

Me:Mom?

Irecognizeherfrom thepictures,shewas

glowingandhadthisbeautifulsmileonherface.

Hersmilejustmademyworldcomplete,she

wasverybeautiful..

Her:Heysweetheart

Ididn'tknowhowtoreact,Ihaddifferent

emotions..

Me:Am I..Am Idead?



Sheshookherheadno..

Her:Younotdead

Me:Thenwhat'sgoingon?Whatisthisplace?

Shemadeherwaytome..

Her:Youverybeautiful..YoueverythingthatI

imaginedyouwouldbe

Shegavemeahug.Herhugcamewithalotof

warmthandlove,themomentfeltreal.She

seemedreal..

Shebrokethehug..

Me:I..Ithoughtyouwerehurt

Her:Iwashurt..Iwashurtverybad

Shebrushedmyhairback..

Me:IwishIknewyou..Iwishthat..

Shewassmilingatme..

Me:Youseem sorealMa



Her:IwishIdidn'tleaveyou

Iwipedmytears..

Hersmilevanishedandhereyeswondered

around..

Me:What'swrong?

Her:Sheiscoming..Wedon'thavemuchtime

Me:Whoiscoming?

Her:Thereaper..Shehastotakemysoultothe

othersidebut,eversincethatnightwhenmy

souldepartedfrom mybodyIneverleftyour

sideIwasalwayswithyou.Irefusedtogo

becauseyouwereholdingontome,Icouldn't

leaveknowingthatyouwerenotokay.Whatyou

seenowisnotwhoIam anymore

Me:Idon'tunderstand

Her:WhenIrefusedtogoIbecameabittersoul

becauseIsawhim andeverydaythatIsawhim

youruncletheremoreandmorebitterIwas,



withoutrealizingIbecameabittersoul

Me:Ma..

Sheheldmyhand..

Her:It'stimeforyoutoletme..It'stimeforyou

toletgoandstartyournewlife

Me:Idon'tunderstand

Her:Someoneisgoingtoaskforyourhandin

marriageIwantyoutosayyes.Isawhisheart

andheisaverygoodperson,heisavery

specialpersonandyourfuturelieswithhis.

Togetheryouandhim willachievealot,youwill

havegoodtimeswithhim andifyouallowhim

heisgoingtoloveyouintimeyouwillbevery

happywithhim

Me:Idon'tunderstand

Her:Iwantyoutosayyestohim,whenyousay

yesIwillbeabletorestinpeaceknowingthat

youingoodhands.Iwillbeabletomoveonto



theotherside

Me:Mom Idon'tunderstand

Shestartedshimmering..

Her:Sayyesandopenyourhearttohim,allow

him toloveyou

Me:Ma??

Shedisappeared..

Me:Ma??Ma!!

Iopenedmyeyesandlookedaroundtheroom,I

wasdreaming.Irememberthedream I

rememberitveryvividly.Igotupandwalkedout

ofthebedroom

Me:Duchess??

Shewasn'taroundthehousesoImademyway

toherbedroom.IwasbrokeandIneeded

somethingtodrink..

IsearchedthroughherthingsuntilIfoundher



purse,ithadR500init.ItookR200andthenput

itback,Iwentbacktothebedroom andputon

myshoesthenwalkedout..

_

SNAZO

Zainedrovemestraighthome,unfortunatelyhe

couldn'tcomein..

Him:Ihavetorushhome

Me:Yathanksfortheride

Him:IhopesoonIwillbeattendingoneofyour

sermons

Me:YeahIhopesotoo

Him:Seeyouaroundmanandbegood

HegavemeahandshakeandthenIopenedthe

door,Ididn'tgooutofthecarasIhadonelast

questionforhim..

Me:Exactlyhowam Igoingtotacklethis



situationwithher?WhatdoIsaytoher?

Him:Youtellhertruth..Yourrelationshipwith

herisgoingtostartabitdifferentandit'sgoing

toseem weirdatfirstbutIam surethatastime

goesoneverythingwillfallintoplace

Me:LetmeguessHelenatoldyouthat?

Him:Wellshegossipsalotaboutyou(pun

intended)

Ichuckled..

Me:Seeyouaround

Him:Takecare

IgotoutandclosedthedoorthenIwavedat

him ashedroveoff.Iturnedandlookedatmy

house,IthinkIshoulddiscussthiswithGugu

first..

.

Tobecontinued
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NOMVELO

Lateronwewerehavingaverygoodtimeat

Gazibo,IhadcalledGroovyandshecameover

withafewPeople.Overthephoneshetoldme

thatshewillcomewithsomeonewhohas

moneyandthatIwilljusthavetoplayalongand

entertainhim thenhewillbuyusmoreand

moreboozesincemyR200won'ttakeus

anywhere.Theydidarrivetheyactuallycame

withacar,theownerofthecaristheonethat

I'm meanttoentertainsothathecouldkeepon

spending.Itwasjust5ofus,3guysand2girls.

ThetwogirlsbeingmeandGroovy.Wewere

havingareallygoodtime,Ilearnedthatthe

Guy'snameisAce.Hewasn'tthatgoodlooking

andhewasn'tuglyeither,justanormalperson.

Iwassittingontopofhim andhereallydidn't

mindspendingonus.Aceisagoodguynolie



hewasmakinguslaughwithhisfriendsitwas

agoodnightindeed,BetterthanmostnightsI

spendalonedrunkandcryingmyselftosleep.

TheonlythingthatIdidn'tlikeabouthim isthat

hewasverytouchy,Iwouldconstantlyyankhis

handoffwhenitgoesuptofondlemybreastor

whenhetriestosqueezeitinsidemyJeanI

wouldstophim becauseI'm notaboutthat..

Acegotmorealcoholforus,theywerehaving

Castlelite,GroovyandIweweredrinkingflying

fish.Ihadjustfinishedmysecondlastcan

whenhegotmeanother6pack..

Ace:Kuyabanda(It'scold)

Hesqueezedmeabittight..

Him:Awuzwaamakhaza?(Aren'tyoufeeling

cold)

Me:Notthatmuch..I'm good

HetriedtokissmebutIpulledback,Icouldsee

hewasgettingabitimpatientwithmegiving



him atoughtime..

"ShouldIholdonorpassWillyouletmecrash

ShouldIholdonorpassWillyouletmecrash

ShouldIholdonorpassWillyouletmecrash

ShouldIholdonorpass(Willyouletmecrash"

TheywereplayingCollidebylazyzamar,oneof

thejamsthathasgrowninme.Ifoundmyself

fallinginlovewithit,it'sagoodsongtojam too

whenyouhavingagoodtime..

Mynightwasgoingverywellandwewere

planningtoleaveafterIhadfinishedthelast6

packofmybeersplusIwasstartingtoget

wasted,maybehalfwaythroughthelast6pack

Iwasgoingtobecarriedhometherewasno

waythatIwasgoingtowalkonmyown..

Groovy:Wozasojaiva(comelet'stodance)

Me:NoI'm good..

Groovy:Sowudakwengaleyondlelavele?



Inodded..

Ace:UfunaukuLala(Youwanttosleep)

Inodded..

Ace:athingiyiseuNomvelokubo(letmedrive

Nomvelotoherplace)

Hisfriendsagreed..

Ace:Asambe(let'sgo)

Me:Letmefinishthiscan

Ace:Doyouwanthelpwithit

Me:Okay

Ipassedittohim andhealsodrank,aswewere

sharingmycantherewaskissinginbetween.

NowIwasjusttoovulnerabletoevenfightoff

hishandsqueezingmybreast.

SinceIwassittingontopofhim Icouldfeelthat

hewasgettinghard,reallyhardthathewas

squeezingmeverytighttohim..



Groovy:Haiakenimenituu(pleasestop)

Westopped..

Ace:Asambeke(let'sgo)

Me:Waitit'snotfinished

Ace:Iyekemossuwaphetheamanye(leaveit

youhaveotherones)

Me:Haimaanyoudon'twastealcohol

Ace:Okqedake(finishitthen)

IkeptondrinkingandIdon'tknowwhyitwas

hardtofinish,Acereallywantedtoleave..

JustasIwasabouttofinisharedPolopulled

up,andwhenAcewasholdingmywaisthelping

metostandupthedoorsopenedNazocame

out,hewaswithafriend.

Myheartimmediatelysanklowertomyknees,I

satonAceagain..

Ace:Veleudakwengaleyondlelayokuthiawusa



kwazinokuma(Youthatdrunkthatyoucan't

evenstandup)

Idon'tknowwhyIwasthisscared,ImeanNazo

meansnothingtome.Ishouldn'tevenallowhis

presencetomakemethisuncomfortable...

Friend1:Acencedaomunyeumntwana(Help

her)

Ace:Nomvelosukumasambe(Nomvelostand

up,let'sgo)

Mymindjustfroze..

Groovy:Yinikanti?(what'swrong)

Me:That's..That'sNiso'sBrother

Groovyturned..

Groovy:Kuphi?

Me:Theone..Theonewearingagreentshirt

Groovy:Serious?WuyeuNazolouNiso

bekahlalaakhulumangaye(Seriousthat'sthe



Nazo,Nisohasalwaystalkedabout)

Me:Yesthat'shisBrother

Groovy:Akaphendukephelangimbonekahle

(CanheturnsothatIcanseehim)

It'smorelikeheheardher,hedidturnandsaw

us..

Groovy:Yiiiiikantinayemuhleso?Kahlekahle

umamawalabafanaubaniye?(Soheisalso

handsome,whoistheirMother)

Isawhim sayingsomethingtohisfriendand

thentheymadetheirwaytous..

Me:Shit!!

Imumbledundermybreath..

Ace:Andthenmanje?(andnow)

Myheartstartedbeatingveryfastastheygot

closer,Nazodidn'tseem happy.Hehasthis

intimidatinglookofhisandrightnowhewas

abouttogivemeaheartattack.Hisfriendwas



theonewhostartedtalking..

Friend:Fedemajita?NiphethenoNicengapha

(howareyouguys,youevenhavealadyinyour

company)

Thenthefriendlookedatme..

Friend:ngaphaNiphethenoNomvelo(onthe

otherhandyouhaveNomvelo)

Nazo'seyeswerefixedonme..

Groovy:Sanibonani(Greetings)

Theotherguysgreetedtoo..

Friend:MinavelebathinguShineigama,

ngiyaqalaukunibonalaesgodinisethu(theycall

meshineandit'smyfirsttimeseeingyouguys

hereinoursection)

Groovy:VelethinasiphumangaphaemaExt(we

from anotherhood)

Shinenodded..



Ace:Sosinganicendabafethu?(canwehelp

youguys)

Shine:Aiinjebesithi...(Weweresaying)

Acekissedmeonmyneckbecausehesawthat

Iwasuncomfortable..

Ace:uRight?(areyouokay)

Ifakedasmileandnodded...

Shine:Sek'bekwanamakissentameningathi

kuzonyiwanje(Nowthere'skissesontheneck,

thingsareabouttogetoutofcontrol)

Ace:Kunaniumuntumakacabuzaumuntu

wakhe?(what'swrongwithaguykissinghisgirl)

Shinelaughed..

Shine:Umuntuwakho?(Yourperson)

Ace:Yiniuyagoloza?(areyousayingsomething)

Shinechuckledandshookhishead..

Shine:UkhulumanamiSkhokho?(areyou



talkingtome)

Nazo'slookwasstillpiercingthroughmyskin....

Groovy:Akenimeni(stopit)

ShelookedatShine..

Groovy:bhut'wam asizangangokulwa(my

Brotherwenotheretofight)

OneofAce'sfriendsstartedtalkingtoo..

Friend:Aiiasambeni..(let'sgo)

Ace:Njevelekuxabanelwaukuthiumuntu

ubambeumuntuwakhe(Nowwefighting

becauseIam holdingmypersonclosetome)

Hekissedmeonmycheek..

Ace:YazinibabyAsambe(Babelet'sgo)

Groovy:Hauakenimenisisaziwisa(waitwestill

havingfun)

Ace:NouzwileuBabyufunaukuyolala(you

heardNomvelowantstogoandsleep)



Hekissedmeagainonmycheekwhile

squeezingmybreast,Acewasreallytryingto

showoff..

Nazo:Ngathilentoseyizong'bangelaiscefe(this

thingisgoingtoirritatemenow)

Hemadehiswaytousandthenhegrabbedmy

arm notinaroughmanner,hepulledmealittle

from him sothatIcouldstandup..

Ace:Ayiientlekyinimanje?(what'swrongnow)

AcealsostoodupmadandhelookedatNazo,

Nazogavehim aseriouslookwithoutsaying

anything.OneofhisfriendsstoodupandShine

sathim downagain..

Shine:hayinamahlanjeSkhokho(nottoday)

Ace:Entlekucabangaukuthiwenzani?(whatdo

youthinkyoudoing)

ThewaythatNazowassoseriousIthoughthe

wasgonnapushmeasideandthenpunchAce



rightacrosstheface,Iwaskeepingthepeace

bystandinginbetweenthem.Acetookouthis

pocketknife..

Ace:MakushubaMakushube(letitgetugly)

Groovy:Aceimakancanetuu(Acewaita

minute)

Ace:Noangekeamanenjeathathe

umabhebezakanjalonje,phelangimbhejile

lomuntu(Hecan'tjusttakeheraway,I'vespent

enoughmoneyonher)

Shine:Umbhejengamalini?(howmuchdidyou

spendonher)

Ace:Noimalieningikabi(it'salotofmoney)

Nazolookedatme..

Nazo:Whatdidhebuyyou?

Iwantedthegroundtoswallowme,thiswas

gettingoutofcontrol..

Me:12packyeflyingfish



Shine:AghsukaukhalelaiR158(you

complainingforR158)

Nazo:Youheardthat?YouworthR158

HetookouthiswalletandtookoutR200,he

stretchedhishandtoAceandAcestretchedhis

handtotakethemoney,Nazoletitgobeforehe

couldtakeitfrom him..

Ace:yinimanjeindabazok'delela?(whyyou

beingdisrespectful)

Nazo:Entlekithingiringenawe(letmetalkto

you)

AcepickeduptheR200andtheywalkedaway

toamorehiddenplacetotalk,Shinelookedat

me..

Shine:HainaweuyahluphaforiR158nje(you

problematicjustforR158)

Friend2:Manjesiyahambanoma?(Arewe

leavingorwhat)



Groovy:AsimeleniuAce(let'swaitforAce)

Theyalljustengagedinarandom conversation

whilewaitingforAce..

Iwastheonlyonestandingnow,Iwasfeeling

veryashamedandcoldatthesametime..

AceandNazocamebackafterawhile..

Ace:As'vayeni(let'sgo)

Groovy:Sekuyahanjwanjejustlikethat(We

leavingjustlikethat)

Theytooktheiralcoholwhilecomplaining,Ace

alsotooktheFlyingfishthatheboughtmeand

theymadetheirwaytohiscar.Groovyhugged

me..

Groovy:Byemngani(Byefriend)

Me:Bye

Theyallleft..

Shine:Yaneh



Nazo:Letmetakethisonehomengizok'cava

jumpas(letmetakethisonehome,I'llseeyou)

Wewalkedtohiscar.Idon'tknowwhatwas

beingdiscussedbutafterNazosaid"youworth

R158"that'swhenitclickedtomethatAcehad

otherplansthatwhatIhad,hewantedtosleep

withme.Washeevengoingtodrivemehome?

Iwasveryashamedandembarrassed,Ididn't

knowwhattosaytoSnazo.Inthecarhewas

playingmusicbutthevolumewasverylow,and

Iwassittingtheresearchingfortheright

explanation..

Me:I..

Iclearedmythroat..

Me:Ididn'tknowthathewantedtosleepwith

me

Hedidn'tsayanything..

Me:HeknowsGroovy,heisGroovy'sfriendand



IthoughtthathewasbeingGenerousbybuy-

Nazo:ng'celaungang'bangeliumsidoNomvelo

(Don'tmakenoiseforme)

It'sverydifficulttotalktoNazo,hecanpolitely

switchyouoffwithjustoneline..

.

Tobecontinued

Pleasenotethatinsert69willdroptonight,to

makeitupforyesterday'sinsert.Iwastootired

whenIgotbackfrom workthatIpassedout

early,letmetypeformyotherpageandthenI'll

typeinsert69after.

Thankyouforyourpatience

69

NOMVELO

NazotookmehomeandwhenIsayhomehe

literallycameinsidewithme,howbadcanthis

situationget?MyGrandmotherlookedworried,



shewassoworriedthatshewaspacingupand

downIam withoutadoubtthatshemight've

calledthepolice.That'showdramaticsheis

sometimes..

Grams:Veloubuyaphi?(whereareyoucoming

from)

Isatdown..

Me:Iwasoutwithfriends

Istillfeltabitoutofplace,butnotasseriousas

howitwaswhenIwasatGazibo..

Grams:Outwithfriends?Outwithfriendsyani?

Yokudakwa?(outwithfriendstogetdrunk)

Ijustwantedtogotobedandsleep,butshe's

notgoingtomakethateasyforme..

Grams:uDangerisdrivingaroundlookingfor

youmaan!!HaisukaNomvelo!!

Snazomustbeenjoyingthisbecausehewas

juststandingtherebythedoorwithhisarms



folded..

Grams:Didyoutakemoneyfrom mypurse?

Me:Iborrowedit

Her:Youdidn'tborrowityoustoleitbecause

youtookitwithoutasking,ngekayok'dakwanje!

(justbecauseofalcohol)

Shepulledthechairandsatdownwhilecrying..

Her:Minaang'saziNkosiyam'(Idon'tknow

anymoremyLord)

Me:IwillpayyoubackDuchess

Shethrewthedishswabatme...

Her:Ngani?(withwhat)youlostagoodjob

ngenxayok'dakwa(youlostagoodjobbecause

ofalcohol)

Sheisjustbeingwaytoodramatic..

Nazoexhaled..

Nazo:Iwillmakesurethatshepaysyouback



everycent,nomakethatdoublewhatshetook

becauseIfoundherajob

Iturnedandlookedathim..

Me:Youdid?

Him:Yesit'sa8:00-17:00shift,ifyouluckyyou

willknockoffat16:00.Youstartingtomorrow

morningby7am youhavetobereadyI'llpick

youup

Grams:OhhNkosiyam'ngiyabongaSnazo,

ngibonnganokuthiumletheekhaya(OhhGod

thankyouSnazo,thankyouforevenbringing

herbackathome)

Me:IfImayaskwhatkindofjobisit?

Heraisedoneofhiseyebrow..

Grams:Takethisjobandstopaskingalotof

questions!!!

Me:Whatif..

Grams:Whatifyani?IfSnazowas



untrustworthyhewouldn'thavebroughtyou

homesafe!Iknowhim from whenhewas

young,hisGrandmotherwasmybestfriend

Snazoisaverygoodyoungman

Snazo:Thankyou..Uhm..Ishouldgo

Helookedatme..

Snazo:I'llcomeandgetyoutomorrowmorning

7am sharp

HelookedatmyGrandmother..

Nazo:SenizosalakahleMaNgcobo(Goodnight

MaNgcobo)

Grams:Uhambekahle(Gowell)

Helookedatme..

Him:7am Idon'twannacomehereandhear

stories

Ikeptquietandhewalkedoutwhileclosingthe

doorbehindhim..



Grams:Kantikukhonaabak'khonayo(Atleast

there'speoplewhocanhandleyou)

Shestoodupandwenttolockthedoor..

Grams:awuhambeuyogezabeseuyadlathen

uyolala,uzwileukuthibazokulandango7ekseni

(Gobaththeneatsoyoucansleep,youheard

thathewillfetchyouat7am)

Me:Youreallytrusthim?

Grams:uNazoisaverygoodboythoughhe

madebaddecisionsinthepastmaraheisa

verygoodboy,hegrewuprightinfrontofme

andheloveshisfamilymorethananything.He

hasabigheart,healwayswantstohelpout.

Accordingtohim hecouldhelpoutthewhole

worldifhecould,hehasrespectforeldersand

heloveshisfamilymorethananything.He

treatedhisGrandmotherandMotherwith

respect,therewayhewaswithhisGrandmother

Iam verysurethathewillmakeagood



husbandforsomeoneoneday.Hewasblessed

withaverygoodheartisizukulusakaButhelezi,

nowonderwhyhisGrandmother'sgiftwas

passedontohim.Goddidn'tmakeamistake

Me:Whatgift?

Her:Awugeza!!(goandbath)

MyGrandmotherspeaksveryhighlyofSnazo,

"HetreatedhisGrandmotherandMotherwith

respect.Heiscaringandhasgoodheart"Heis

thisandthat,Iseenoneofthat.Heisvery

arrogant,verybossy,andveryintimidating.

That'sallIknowabouthim..

_

NOMSA

Ireallythoughtthatmaybesellingmyhouse

wasgoingtomyfinancialbreakthrough.Ihad

alreadymadeplansforthemoneyandaset

backarose.Thehousewasalreadyboughtbya

newlywedcouple,theyboughtitthroughthe



bankandtheynotabletomoveinbecause

there'salotthat'shappening.It'saproblem

afteraproblem.Apparentlythewaterpipes

burstandthehousewasflooded,from that900

000thehouseagenttooksomeofthatmoney

tofixthedamage.Whenwehadsortedthat

issueoutanotheronearose,itwasaproblem

afteraproblem thatwewerenowdowntoR500

000.Theyforfeitedgivingmemysharebecause

theysaythatIknewverywellthatthehouse

hadproblems,hencewhyIwantedtosellit.

Theyeventreatenedtotakemetocourtshould

Itrysomethingstupid,andthatisreporting

them totheauthorities.Ihadtomakeends

meet,Ican'tsitaroundathomeanddonothing.

IhavetohelparoundsowhileI'm stilllooking

forajobIwillbesellingmyclothesjustsothatI

canbeabletobuyfoodathome.MyMom isno

longerworkingsoresponsibilitiesareallmine..

Iwasatmystationnexttothecommunityhall



werepeoplegettheirsassamoney.SofarIhad

madeR70,Iarrivedhereat6:30am tosellhome

madevetkoekstoeveryonewhiletheystanding

inthequeuethenlaterat9am Iwillstartselling

theclothes..

Lifecanreallyhumbleyou..

_

SNAZO

At7am IwentandfetchedNomvelotomy

surpriseshewasready.Ihaven'tfoundhera

jobbutwewilldrivetoDawn'sworkplaceand

seeifhecan'tfindhersomethingthatwillkeep

herbusyupuntil17:00.Atleastwhenshe'sat

workshewon'thavetimetodrinkandactcrazy.

Ihaven'ttoldGuguabouttheNomveloissue,I

stilldon'tknowhowtobreakitdowntoher

withoutshockingher..

Me:Let'sgo

I'm tryingtobefirm withherhopingthatshewill



stopallthismadness,Nomveloisverystubborn

ifIcouldlaughwithhershewon'ttakethings

serious.IdroveoffwithherGrandmother

wavinggoodbyetous,shelookedrelievethatat

leastNomvelohassomethingthatwillkeepher

busysothatshecanstopdrinking.Aswewere

drivingtoDawn'splaceIwasthinkingofwhat

I'm goingtosaytohim becauseourlast

encounterIwasveryrudetohim.Nomvelo

broughtmebackfrom thinkingalotwhenshe

startedsingingalongoutloudtothesongshe

waslisteningtoo,throughherheadsets..

Her:"Santatellmeifyoureallythere..Don't

makemefallinloveifhewon'tbeherenext

year"

Ilookedathershehadhereyesclosedandwas

movingherheadtogetherwithhershoulders,

shewasreallyintohersongsIletherenjoythe

momentwhileIlistenedtoher.Shewasn'ta

goodsinger..



Her:"I'm avoidinganymissletountilIknowit's

truelovethathethinksof,sonextChristmas

I'm notalone..Santatellmeifyoureallythere

don'tmakemefallinloveagainifhewon'tbe

herenextyear"

Sheopenedhereyesandstoppedsinging,she

startedhummingandIactedlikeIdidn'thear

nothing.Shetooktheheadsetsoff..

Me:Doyouwantsomethingtoeat?

Sheignoredme..

Me:Nomvelo??

Her:Idon'tknowifIshouldansweryouthelast

thingIwantisforyoutosay"Nomvelo

ung'bangelaumsindo"

Idon'tknowbutIchuckledatthatstatement.

Sheputherheadsetsagain..

InoticedthatshehadNiso'sbraceletaround

herwrist,shekeptontouchingitandlookingat



it.Themomentturnedabitsour,shewasvery

quietnow..

Inoticedtears,sheturnedherheadandstared

outofthewindow.Shewaslisteningtooneof

hisoldfavoritesong"50cent_AyoTechnology"I

couldn'thearmuchbutIheardthebeatalittle

andIknewitwasthesong.LuckilyIhaveallhis

favoritesongsonmyUSBsoIplayeditand

sangalong..

AsIwasjammingtoit,whilehittingthestirring

wheeleverynowandthensheturnedand

lookedatme.Shetookoffherheadsets.

Me:"Babythisanewage,youlikemynew

craze..Let'sgettogethermaybewecanstarta

newphase..Thesmokesgotthecluballhazy,

spotlightsdon'tdoyoujusticebaby

Whydon'tyoucomeoverhere,yougotme

saying.."

Tookherlongenoughtonotice,shestarted



singingalongtooandInoticedthatitlightened

hermoodabit..

Us:"Aayooh,I'm tiredofusingtechnology,why

don'tyousitdownontopofmeAayooh,

I'm tiredofusingtechnology,Ineedyourightin

frontofme"

ShekeptquietasItackledthenextpartalone..

Me:"Ooh,shewantsit,uhuh,shewantsit

Ooh,shewantsit,(so),Igottagiveittoher,

Ooh,shewantsit,uhuh,shewantsit

Ooh,shewantsit,(so),Igottagiveittoher,

Yourhips,yourthighs,yougotmehypnotized,

letmetellyou.."

Sheburiedherfaceinherhandswhilelaughing

andshakingherhead,Igotherhandsoff..

Her:Goshstopit!!It'sawkwardsingingthiswith

you(laughing)



Me:Letmetellyousomething"Babythisanew

age,youlikemynewcraze..Let'sgettogether

maybewecanstartanewphase"

Shecontinuedlaughingandavoidedeye

contactasshetriedtohideherselffrom

blushing,butIhadrestrainedherhandsfrom

doingthat..

Her:Stopit!!!!YousoannoyingrightnowIdon't

wannahearyousingthat..(laughing)

.

Tobecontinued

Noedits

Night
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SNAZO

WefinallyarrivedatthestudioNomvelowasin

abettermoodnowsincethewholesinging

thinginthecar.Iopenedthedoorandwe



walkedin,whenZeashthereceptionistsawme

shelostit.Shecametomerunning..

Her:Nazo!!

Sheisaveryfriendlypersonandgetsalong

withalmosteveryone..

Wehugged..

Me:Hey

Her:It'sbeenawhilesinceIlastheardfrom you,

areyouokay?

Webrokethehug..

Me:YeahI'm okay

Her:IheardaboutyourBrother..I'm sorry

Me:It'sokay..Thankyou

ShelookedatNomvelo..

Me:ThisisNomveloandNomvelomeetZeash,

shepracticallyrunstheplace

Zeashgaveherahandshake..



Zeash:Youpretty..Neverseensuchapretty

darkskinnedgirl

Velo:Thankyouverymuch..Youprettytoo

Me:IsDawnaround?

Zeash:Yesheisinhisoffice

IlookedatVelo..

Me:YoucansitdownI'llberightback

IthenlookedatZeash..

Me:Keepaneyeonherformeplease

Zeash:I'lldothat

ImademywaytoDawn'soffice,hisdoorwas

openandhewasonthephone.

Dawn:AtwhattimeistheDr'sappointment

tomorrow?...NoIwilldefinitelybethere

Iknockedandmademywayin..

Dawn:OkayI'llcallyoubackthere'ssomeone

heretoseeme..Iloveyoutoo..Bye



Heputthephonedown..Itwasaverydifficult

momentImeanthelasttimewesaweach

otheritdidn'tgowell,Ioffendedhim..

Me:Zeashletmein

Him:WhatcanIdoforyou?

Me:LookmanthatdayI..Iwasn'tmyselfbut

that..

Him:Don'teventhinkaboutit,apologizingwill

bemoreawkwardformethanitwillbeforyou

soit'scoolIunderstand

Thatwasarelief..

Him:Howareyouholdingup?

Me:I'm gettingthere,takingitonedayatatime

Him:Soareyouofficiallyback?

Me:Yeah..I'm back

Him:That'sgood

Me:I'm actuallyheretoaskyouforafavour



Him:I'm listening

Me:Iam herewithNomveloandIwas

wonderingifyoucouldgiveherajobor

something

Him:Idon'tthinkI'm following

Me:EversinceshelostNisoshehasbeen

strugglingalotemotionallyshehasresorted

intoalcoholasasourceofcomfortIneedher

tokeepbusy.Ifshecouldbeawayfrom

temptationeverydayfrom 7:00-16:00shemight

fightthishabitofdrinking

Him:Idon'tknowwhatshecandoaroundhere

plusshe'snoteveninthebudget

Me:Don'tworryaboutthatIwillpayher,maybe

R4000amonth,makeitlikeitcamefrom you

Helaidbackonthechair..

Him:Idon'tknowmaybeshecanbemyPA

Me:That'sagoodideamaybeshecanalsohelp



youwithexorcismsplussheneedsto

understandmyworldabitbettersothatwhen

thetimecomesitwillbeeasierfortofollow

through

Him:That'sagoodidea,dangerousbutit'sa

goodone..Doyouthinkshewillagree?

Me:Shehasnochoice

Istoodup..

Me:Youcancomeandmeether

Wewalkedoutoftheofficetothereception..

Me:Velo

Shelookedatus..

Me:IwantyoutomeetDawn,heownsthis

studio..Heistheboss

Shestoodup..

Me:DawnthisisNomvelo

Hegaveherahandshake..



Dawn:Nicetomeetyou

Velo:Samehere

Me:Letmetalktoyou

Wemovedawayabitfrom Dawn..

Me:I'llcomeandpickyouuplaterataround

16:00,I'm goingtoneedyoutobehaveandgive

ityour100%

Shenodded..

Me:I'm seriousVelo

Her:I'llbefineNazo

IturnedbackandwenttoDawn..

Me:I'llcomeandgetherlaterandshe'sabit

stubbornbutdon'tlethergettoyou

Dawn:Wewillmanage..Don'tworry

Ijusthopethatshewillcooperate..

_



NOMSA

IwasmissingJJ,hewasnotagoodpersonbut

lifewasbetterwithhim around.Muchbetter

thanwhatI'm goingthroughrightnow.

Iwassellingmybestclothesatacheaperprice,

clothesthatIspentafortuneonIwasselling

them ataverycheappriceandnoonewas

buyingasyet.Peoplewouldjustpickupand

lookatthem,someevenwantedmetoreduce

thepriceevenmoreitwasadisaster.Myphone

rang,itwasThuli..

Me:Thuli

Her:Ma..Mycarbrokedown

Me:What?

Her:Idon'tknowwhat'swrongitdoesn'twant

tostart

Iexhaled..

Me:Whereareyou?



Her:Atschool..It'sattheparkinglot

Me:Wellleaveitthereandtakeataxihome

Luckilytheschoolisnotfarfrom home..

Me:Atsomepointwewillhavetosellitsothat

youcanbeabletopayyourfeesforthisyear

andnextyear

Her:Can'twegetitfixed?

Me:Withwhatmoney?Haven'tyounoticedthat

lifehasbeenverydifficultforus?

Her:Finewecansellitthen

Me:Seeyoulaterathome

Her:Okay

Ifelttearscoming,howdidmylifegetsoo

messedup??

_

NOMVELO

Iwonderwhattheydoaroundhere,it'sasmall



beautifulstudio.ThisDawnofaPersonseems

likeaverydecentman,howdoesNazoknow

someonelikethis??

Him:YouwillbemyPA,youwillrunerrandsfor

meandhelparoundhere

Me:Okay

Him:YoumustbringalongyourCv

Me:Iwill

Him:YougoingtogetR4000amonth,that's

yourstartingsalarysinceyoudon'thave

experience

Me:It'sokayandthankyoufortheopportunity

Iranmyeyesaroundandsawabottleof

whiskeyrightacrosstheroom..

Me:Whatexactlydoyoudoaroundhere?

Him:Iam anexorcist

Me:Awhat?



Him:ItmeanstharIex..

Me:IknowwhatanExorcistisIjustnever

thoughtExorcistsexist,thoughtitwasallinthe

movies

Hechuckled..

Him:Wedoexistandasamatteroffactwewill

beleavingin10minutestimeforanexorcism

aroundtheneighborhood

Me:"We"

Him:Yesasmyassistantyouhavetobethere

Me:Okaylet'sbackitupabit..Idon'teven

watchhorrormoviesandnowyouwantmeto

liveone?

Him:Prettymuch

Me:WhatifIgetpossessed?

Him:Iwillexorciseyou,butmakesurethatyou

don'tgetpossessed



Me:MakesurethatIdon'tgetpossesed?Iam

notcomfortablewiththisatall

Him:Youwillbefine

Hestoodup..

Him:ComeI'llintroduceyoutotherestofthe

team

_

SNAZO

Startingfrom todayIwillbespendingalotof

timewithBishopMcCarthyattheMcCarthy

Biblechurchdoingminorsermons.Heismy

newmentorandIhopewewillworkwell

together.Iwillspendabout3hoursherethen

whenI'm doneI'llgoandcheckuponShineat

work.Ourbusinessisgrowing..

Me:IthoughtIwascominginforasermon?

Him:There'sayouthservicelaterontodayat

15:00andIwantyoutopreachtothem



Me:Ayouthservice?Whatam Igoingtosayto

suchanagegroup?

Hechuckled..

Him:That'swhyyouhere..Iwantyoutotake

thistimeandprayaskforguidancefrom the

holyspiritbecausehonestlyouryoungpeople

aregoingthroughalot,Iheardaboutyour

Brother'spassingandIknowit'sstillafresh

woundmaybethatcanbeyourdrive.Doyou

knowthephrase"Abrokenheartcantouch

anotherbrokenheart"andI'm verysorryabout

yourBrother

Me:Thankyou

Him:Letmeleaveyouwhileyouconnectwith

heaven..I'llberightback

Hewalkedout..

_

NOMVELO



IthoughtthatDawnwasjokingwhenhesaid

thatheisanExorcist,buthewasn't.He

introducedmetohiswholecrewincludingthe

cameraman.Apparentlytheyevenhavea

channelforthis,theyrecordsomeofthe

Exorcimsandairthem.Howdoeshesleepat

night?..

Him:Thesecrystalshelpintrappingthedemon,

acircleofsaltprotectsyoufrom thedemon

andthis..

Heshowedmeasign..

Him:WecallthistheDevil'strap..Ohwandwe

goingtoneedthistoo.Holywaterandacross

Ipackedthem..

Him:Don'tlooksoworriedyouwillbefine

Me:Idon'tthinkso

Him:Youneedtoknowaboutthisincase..

Me:Incase?



Him:YoumarryanExorcistoraPreacherora

Prophet

Ilaughed..

Him:Youdon'tbelieve?

Me:I'm justimaginingmyselfmarryinga

Pastor..Thatwillneverhappen

Him:Neversaynever

Ipickedupthebox..

Him:Let'sgoputeverythinginthecar

Icontinuedlaughing..Ijustimaginemyself

marryingaPastor,whatajoke..

.

Tobecontinued

Noedits
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NOMVELO

Iseriouslydon'tknowwhatNazothinking

bringingmetoworkhere,thiswasnotmycup

oftea.Iam notareligiousPerson,atmy

Uncle'splacechurchwasneverconsidered

therewasneveratimewerewejustprepared

ourselvestogotochurchnorprayedevery

night.HowdoesSnazoevenfitinallofthis?

WhatishedoingwithExorcists?Itdoesn't

makesense..

Wemadeourwaytotheplace,Thewholeentire

timeIwasstarringdownatNiso'sbracelet.I

didn'tgotohisfuneralsimplybecausemy

beingtherewasgoingtomakeitseem likeI

hadacceptedthathewasgone,Ididn'twanna

acceptuntildayspassedbyandhewasn'there.

Imisshissmile,hisstubbornness,therewayhe

caredforme,theintimatemomentsthatwe

bothshared.Imisshim alot,hewasalways



thereforme.

Dawn:Andwearehere

Helookedatme..

Him:Areyouready?

Me:Can'tIjuststayinthecar?

Him:Nocomeon,let'sgo

Weclimbedoffandmadeourwaytotheyard,it

wasanordinaryfamilyhouse.Thisisnotmy

thing..

_

DANGER

Nomvelohasbeenoutofcontrollatelyandwe

werestrugglingtogetherontrack.Igotinto

herlifealreadywhenshewasold,sometimes

disciplinetoayoungwomanmightbruiseour

relationship,shewillhitmewiththatcard"You

weren'teventhere"shehasalip.Thoughitwas

affectingmeseeingherbreakinglikethatand



beinghelpless,myDaughterhasbeenthrough

somuchandIwonderifsherealizeshow

strongsheis.

Me:Doyouthinkshewillcommittothisjob!

Grams:Ihopeso,IthinkshewillbecauseNazo

seemstoknowhowtohandleher

(Silence)

Grams:Iknowthisisirrationalbuthemightbe

whatsheneeds..Someonewhoisgrounded

Me:Thatdoesn'tsoundrightshewaswithher

Brother

Grams:AndNisoisnothere,itwouldn'tbe

cheatingoranything.Itisacceptedinmost

blackculturesforamantomarryhisBrother's

wife,inthiscaseNisoandVeloweren'teven

married

Me:Youhavesoomuchfaithinthisboy

Grams:HisGrandmotheroncetoldme



somethingabouthim thatheisdestinedfor

greaterthingsandthePastorwastalkingabout

him atchurch,hispastmightnotbeimpressive

buthechangedhisways.HehasGod'sfavour

uponhim evenwhenhewalksintotheroom the

atmospherechanges,Idon'tknowwhybut

deepdownIfeelassuredthatNomvelowillbe

happyandsafewithhim.Heisgoingtogether

intotherighttrackandIwillrestinpeacethe

dayIdieknowingmyGrandmotheristakencare

off

Danger:AttheendIjustwanttoseeherhappy

shehasbeenthroughalot

Grams:ShehasIalsowanttoseeherhappy

_

NOMVELO

Dawn:Thankyou

Thehelperputthetrayonthecoffeetable.



Thefurnitureinthishousewasvintage,itwas

cleanandseemedverypeaceful.TheFatherof

thechargeasDawnwouldrefertohim was

sittingacrossus,heisapastoratsomelocal

churcharoundhere.MrGubler

Dawn:Whendidyoustartnoticingthatyour

Son'sbehaviorwaschanging?

Him:Afewmonthsagoactuallymyeldest

DaughterCherylistheonewhonoticed

Cherylwasstandingbythedoor,heroutfitwas

depressing.Shewaswearingalongskirtanda

longsleeveshirt,herhairwasneatlytiedtoa

ponytail.Icouldseethatbeinginthepresence

ofMrGublerwhilewearingaJeandidn'tsitwell

withhim,itseemslikehepracticesstrict

religiousrules.Womenshouldn'twearpants,

theyshouldn'twearjewellerynowIhaveonce

watchedadocumentaryaboutcultsandhow

religionisusedbyreligiousleaderstooppress

anddiscriminateagainstwomen.Maybethat's



anotherreasonwhyIjustnevertookthis

religionthingseriously..

Dawn:IwouldliketoseeyourSonifyoudon't

mind

MrGubler:Yesplease

Westoodup..

MrGubler:Uhm pleasenocamerasifyoudon't

mind

Dawn:Yesofcourse

Dawnturnedandlookedathiscrew..

Dawn:Youcanwaitoutsideplease

Theymadetheirwayoutaswemadeourway

totheSon'sroom,Iwasterrified.Suchthings

cripplemysoul,Iam notafanofhorrorthings.

TheFatherunlockedthebedroom andthefirst

thingInoticedisthatitwastoodark,no

sunlightwascomingin.

MrG:Wekeeptheroom dark,hesayslight



hurtshiseyes

Dawn:Iunderstand

MrGublerwentandlitup3candles,they

providedpartiallight.Thereweremarksonthe

woodenwallsmorelikescratchesandalsoan

unusualwriting..

Dawn:Latin

HewalkedtocheckoutthewritingandI

followedhim..

MrG:Hewritesonthewallsorusedtoo

Dawn:Etangelum perspiciuntlapsum

MrG:Whatdoesthatmean?

Dawn:Lucifer,thefallenangel

MrG:CanyoupleasehelpmySon?

Dawnlookedathim andnodded..

WejustmovedaroundandInoticedsome

emptyplatesandglasses,Dawnkepton



readingthewritings.Asweweremovingaround

Inoticedsomepoleatthecorneroftheroom

wereitwasthemostdarkest,whywouldthey

erectapoleinsideabedroom..

Dawn:SowhereisyourSon?

MrG:Heisrightthere

Iheardachainbeingdraggedacrosstheroom

andthenIheardsomeonegroaningrightnext

tome.Ifrozewithmykneesshakingasthe

groansgotmorecloser,Iturnedtomyrightand

hewasjustrightnexttome.Hiseyeswerevery

red,hehadscratchesonhisfaceIdon'twanna

liehelookedlikeamonster.Iscreamedand

movedbackwards,Icouldn'tkeepmysteps

accuratethatIfellandhejustgotontopofme..

MrG:RuebenStop!!

Iwasscreamingashewasbusysmellingme

thenhegothisdisgustingtongueoutandlicked

meonmycheek..



Dawn:Uri!!

Ifeltaforcepushinghim offmeandhehitthe

wallthenfell,IcrawledmywaytoDawnandhe

helpedmeup..

Me:Iwannagetoutofhere

Dawn:Youalright

Me:NoI'm not..IthinkI'm possessed(Crying)

Dawn:Veloyoufine..Younotpossesed

Weheardhim laughingandthechainswere

draggedagain,ImovedandstoodbehindDawn..

Rueben:ComeonIwasjustgreetingyou!NowI

knowbetterthantoharm aPreacher'swife,this

wholeroom wouldraindownwithWarrior

AngelsbutIlookforwardtoalwaysmakeyour

aquintanceyourhighness

IheldontoDawn..

Rueben:Ohhhowlovelyitistobedivinely

protectedbecauseofyourhusbandwhileyou



notevenabeliever..ItamazesmehowG-

Dawn:Wearenothereforthat!

Rueben:OhhyesDawnoldfriend!Gladwemeet

again

Dawn:Meetagain?

Helaughed..

Rueben:Youdon'trememberallthefuntimewe

had?Anna?

Dawn:Anna?Whywouldyoumentionmylate

Fiancé

Itwasquiet..

Dawn:Amus?

Rueben:Inaflash!!!

Hethenstartedlaughingagain..

Dawnwalkedoutofthebedroom againIwas

facetofacewithReuben,butnowhecouldn't

reachme.Thechainsrestrictedhim.



Him:Yousmellnice..I'm takingyourscentwith

me

IquicklymademywayoutwithMrGubler

followingme,Dawnwaspacingupanddownat

thelounge..

MrG:What'shappening?

Dawn:Ioncehadanencounterwiththisdemon

twice

MrG:Yes?

Dawn:Itkilledmyexfiancé,whenitleavesthe

bodyofit'shostitleavestoomuchdamage

thatthesoulcannotcontain

Me:CanIborrowyourphone?

Dawn:IwanttocallNazo

Hetookitoutanddialedhisnumber,Itookthe

phoneandwalkedout..

Itrangatleast3timesbeforehepickedup..



Nazo:Hello?

Me:It'sme..

Nazo:Velo?

Me:Pleasecomeandfetchme

Nazo:Whathappened?

Me:I'm possessed

Nazo:Youwhat?

Me:Ihavedemonspitallovermycheek..Iam

possessedIcouldevenfeelthedemontaking

over

Helaughed..

Him:WhereisDawn?

Me:Dawnletademongetontopofmethenlick

meandpossesme

Him:Nomveloyounotpossessed

Me:Whydidyoubringmeherefor?Nazowhat's

happening?



Him:It'syournewjobItoldyou

Me:Howareyouintosuchthings?

IsawDawnapproaching..

Me:Justcomeandgetme!

Ihungup..

Dawn:Weleaving

Me:Younotgoingtohelp?

Dawn:Nottoday..Ineedtoprepareforthis

demon

Igavehim hisphoneback..

Him:Areyouokay?

Me:No

Helookedatme..

Me:IthinkthatImightbepossesed

Dawn:Yeahright

HewalkedtothecarandIfollowedhim..



Me:Icanfeelthedemonspittakingover,Ican

feelmysoulbeingtakenover

Dawn:You'renotpossessed

Me:Howsureareyou?

Dawn:I'm sure

(silence)

Me:WhatdidhemeantthatIam apreacher's

wife?

Heopenedthedoorforme..

Dawn:Idon'tknow..Demonstalkalotofthings

thatdon'tmakesense

Igotinandclosedthedoor..

Ilookedbackatthecrew..

Me:NobodytouchesmeIthinkI'm possessed

Cameraman:Really?

Me:YesIhavedemonspitallovermyfacethe

demonheldmedown



Dawn:ItoldyouNomvelo..Younotpossessed

Hestartedthecaranddroveoff..

.
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NOMVELO

WegotbacktothestudioandDawnwasstill

down,Icouldseethatwhathappenedtheregot

him inaverybadmood.There'salotthatlies

behindhim andthatdemon,seemslikehehas

faceditbefore.Zeashlookedsurprisedtosee

uswalkingin..

Zeash:Whysoearly?Howdiditgo?

Me:Itdidn'tgowell..IeventhinkthatI'm

possessed

Dawn:She'snotpossessed



Hewalkedstraighttohisoffice.Iwenttothe

counteratthereceptiontotalkmoretoZeash..

Zeash:whathappened?

Me:WelltheDemonwasalloverme,lickingme

andsmellingmeitwasverydisturbing

Zeash:WherewasDawnwhenallthat

happened?

OurVoiceswereverylowbecausewedidn't

wanthim tohearus..

Me:Itseemslikehehasapersonalvendetta

withthedemonbecausehedidn'tevenexorcise

it,hejustwalkedout

Zeash:That'safirstheusuallyd-

Dawnwalkedinandwepretendedasiflikewe

weregettingsomeworkdown..

Zeash:Sotheseonesyoujustfilethem here

andthoseonesyouputthem inthatdrawer

Me:Okay



Dawn:I'm goingoutforabit..Zeashpleaselet

Nomvelogothroughtheemailsandchoose3

casesforusforournextExorcism

Zeash:Ohhuhm yesI'lldothat

Dawn:I'llbeback

Hewalkedout..

Zeash:Come

WewenttoDawn'sofficeandIsatathisdesk..

Zeash:Soyouloginandopenalltheemails

thenpick3cases..Someotheremailsarejust

peoplebeingpeoplesomepullstuntsandwhat

not

Me:HowwillIevenknowwhichonestopick?

Zeash:Justgowithyourgutfeelingandthen

callthepersonandfindoutmorethatwillhelp

youtopicktherightcase

Idon'tknowwhatIwasdoing..



Zeash:I'llbeatthereceptionifyouneed

anything,theusernameandpasswordareat

thenoticeboard

Me:Okay

Shesmiledandthenwalkedaway.Ilookedat

thelaptopanddidn'tevenknowweretostart,

myeyeswonderedarounduntiltheystoppedon

thewhiskey.ItriedtoignoreitbutIcouldn't,I

stoodupandwenttopourmyselfsomethenI

gulpeditdownquickly.Itfeltsooheavenly,

somethingaboutitthatgoesstraighttothe

soul..

_

SNAZO

TheYouthgatheredattheauditorium atthe

requiredtime,itwasabout30ofthem.Ispent

almostmyentiremorningandhalfofthe

afternoonprayingandsearchingdeeperwithin

meforatopicbutIcameupwithnothing,I



didn'tknowwhatIwasgoingtosay.Ididn't

knowwhytheholyspirithadsuddenlygone

quietwhenIneededhim themost.Istoodin

frontofeveryoneandlookedatthem asthey

werewaitingformetopreachforthem,thisisa

differentgroupofpeople.Attheiragethey

goingthroughalotanditisimportantthatI

deliversomethingthatwillbuildthem,

strengthenandhelpthem tocarryingon...

Me:Goodmorning

Theygreetedback..

Me:MynameisSnazoandIam conducting

today'syouthserviceI'm standingherebecause

IhavetopreachIhavetodomydutiesasa

preacher

BishopMcCarthywassittingatthefront..

Me:Ihaven'tbeenordainedapreacherjustas

yet

Theylaughed..



Me:ButpleasedotakewhateverI'm goingto

sayandletitstickwithyou

Them laughinghereandthereeasedthe

tensionupabit.Imovedfrom whereIwas

standingandwalkedaroundalittlewithout

sayinganything,theywaitedformetostart.

Me:Iam notgoingtopreachtodaybutwe

goingtotalkandyouwillrealizethatthetalk

willbeworthmorethanpreachingfornow

Isawafewnoddingtheirheads..

Me:Iwouldlikeeveryonetoreflectbackon

theirlife,datebacktowhenyouwereyoungup

untilyourcurrentage.Youwerebornintothis

worldnottoincreasethenumberofhuman

beings,Godwasn'tboredanddecidedthatlet

mekeepmyselfbusybycreatingthiscertain

person...Youweredivinelyplannedandyou

existtodaybecauseGodwantedyoutobehere,

youwereneveramistake.Whateverhappensin



yourlifeorwhateverishappeninginyourlife

rightnowandyoufeellikeyoucan'tmakeit,

youfeellikeyoucan'tgoonanymorealways

knowthatyounotamistake.Youdon'texistby

mistake.Unfortunatelylifedoesn'tcomewitha

manualandthedevildoesn'tcomewitha

warning,he'sattacksarealwaysunexpected

andthey'realwaysstraight.Youneedto

understandyou'reGod'screation,you'rethe

perfectionthathecouldneverachieveandas

longasyou'reGod'sperfectimagehewill

alwaystrytodestroyyou.Thatiswhytheworld

iswhatitistodaybecauseheistryinghis

hardesttodestroyyoueveryday.Whenitcomes

toyoungpeopleheoftenattacksthemind,

depressionhasbeenhisgreatestweaponthat

heisusingsothatmostsoulscouldendtheir

lives,hewantsyoutoplayGodonyourselfend

alifethatwasgiventoyou.Alifethatyouneed

tonatureandpreserveeveryday.Committing

suicideissimplysaying"GodI'm givingupon



you,I'm givinguponthedream thatyouhadfor

me.Iam sayingwhatI'm goingthroughis

greaterthanme,anditiscertainlygreaterthan

you,Ihavegiventhedevilanupperhandto

destroytheperfectionthatyouhavecreated"..

Everyonewasquietandlisteningtome..

Me:NotsolongagoIlostmyBrother,hewas

veryclosetomyheartandIgaveupon

everything.Iwantednothinganymoretodowith

GodormygiftbutthenIrealizedsomethingI

am givingintowhatthedevilwants,aslongas

youstilllivinginthisworldhewillalwaysattack

you.Youwillalwaysbeanenemytohim,the

bestwaytofightbackiswakingupeveryday

andtrustingGodthatyouwillgetthrough

whateverthatyougoingthrough.There'smore

thanonechapterintheBiblewereGodsays

"Fearnot"actuallylivinginfearyoudisobeying

becauseGodsaysitclearlythat"Fearnot",take

itasacommandobeythecommandandyou



willalwaysconquer.Whensituationscome

affirm it"Fearnot,forIam withyou"sayit

everydayuntilyoubelieveitdeepdown,you're

biggerthanwhatyougoingthrough.Itmight

seem asiflikeyouwillnevermakeitbuttrust

mewhenIsay"thistooshallpass"whatever

youdoguardyourheartandrememberwhile

youwaitingonGod,Godmightbewaitingon

youtoo.Heiswaitingonyoutotrusthim and

betheconquererthathecreated,youcannever

livealifewhereyouwon'texperiencestorms

butGod'sgraceandFavourwillalwaysbeupon

you.God'ssilencedoesn'tmeanhehasleftyou,

youwillgetthroughthestormyweather.The

sunwillshineandyouwillevenforgetthatit

wasraining,allyouhavetodoistohavefaithin

him.Whenyoufeelconfused,whenyourmind

iscloudedbynegativethoughts,whenyou

brokenlookupandtrusthim forhewillnever

leaveyounorforsakeyou



Bythetimemymouthclosedthewhole

auditorium gavemeastandingovation,deep

downIknewthatmyfirstsermonwas

supposedtocomefrom thebottom ofmyheart.

Iwasn'tsupposedtoprepareitbutIwasmeant

tospeakfrom thebottom ofmyheart..

"WelldoneBeloved.."

_

NOMVELO

Zeashknockedatthedoor,Ishiftedmyeyes

from thelaptopandlookedather..

Her:I'm gettingeveryonelunchcanIgetyou

something?

Iwastipsyfrom thewhiskeythatI'vebeen

stealing.Shemadeherwayin..

Zeash:Wehavemonthlybudgethereforallthe

employeestogetluncheveryday,soyoucan

orderanythingthat'snotmorethanR150



ShehandedmetheMenus,wasRoman'spizza,

Debonairs,KFC,steersandGalitos..

Me:I'lljusthaveaburger,chips,andacool

drinkfrom steers

Her:Alright...Areyouwinning?

Me:I'm gettingthere

Shelookedatme..

Me:What?

Her:Areyouokay?

Ifakedasmile..

Me:YesI'm okay

Sheslowlynodded..

Her:I'llberightbackthen

Shewalkedaway,Isighedinreliefthatwas

close..

Istoodupandwenttohavemoreofthe

whiskey..



_

NOMSA

IwentbackhomeIhadmadeR200today,I

havetousesomeofthatmoneytobuyfood

buyabraaipackandotherthingsthatweneed

athome.IwenttothemallwithmySister

Ntokozo,sheletmekeepmyR200andoffered

tobuygroceries..

Her:Kuyakanjani?(howisitgoing)

Me:HaikunzimaNtokozo(it'sdifficult)Idon't

evenknowwhattodoanymore

Her:Iwasthinkingyazi

Me:About?

Her:Maybeyoushouldseesomeonethendoa

traditionalceremonytobegtheancestors,hai

khonaSisithisisnotnormal

Ntokozomightberight,atraditionalceremony

mightdo.Whydidn'tIthinkofthat?



.
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SNAZO

IwashavingasmallchatwithBishopMcCarthy

aboutwheretoofrom here,wewerehaving

somethingtoeatatsomerestaurantitwasjust

after16:00..

Him:Youdidwelltodaydidn'texpectsucha

heartwarmingyouthservice,youspokedirectly

from theheart

Me:Thankyou,Ididn'tknowwhatIwasgoing

tosayuntiIstartedtalking

Him:ItwasverymotivatingandIhavenodoubt

thatyougoingtowerecalledforthis,thisis

whereyoubelong

Me:Thankyou

(Silence)



Me:Wheretoofrom here?

Him:Youmeanttoproceedwithyourgift,you

needtostartyourownchurchsoonanddo

moresermonswhiledeliveringGod'schildren

from thehandoftheenemybutthatneedsto

bedoneafteryouhavetakenawife,youneed

yourwifetoalwaysbeatyourrighthandside

whileyoucarryondoingGod'swork

Me:That'sgoingtotakeabitoftime,Nomvelo

isnotreadyshe'scurrentlygoingthroughalot

and..It'sgoingtobedifficultforhertoaccept

mymarriageproposal

Him:IunderstandbutGodwouldn'thave

chosenherforyouifitwasn'tmeanttobe,

everythingwillfallintoplacejustkeeponwith

yourworkandyoursermonsandletfatedo

everythingelse

Ilookedatthetime..

Me:Ihavetogo..Ihavetofetchherfrom work



Him:Iwillseeyoutomorrowandthankyou

againfortoday

TomorrowImeanttogotosomehospital,asI

wasprayingearlieronIhadavisionabout

someparticularhospitalthatIneedtovisit

tomorrow..

_

NOMSA

Ntokozokeptonlookingatmeaswewere

cookingsothatIcouldgoandtalktoour

Motheraboutconsultingasangomaanddoing

atraditionalceremonyjustsothatmy

ancestorscanbewithmeagainandberidof

thisdarkcloudthathasbeenfollowingme..

Itwon'tbeeasytalkingtomyMotheraboutthis

especiallyconsideringthefactthatshe'snot

intotradition,shedoesn'tfullybelievein

ancestors.Iwouldn'tsayit'sareligiousthing

forhertodenytheexistenceofancestorsbut



herchurchisverygroundedandtheyhavestrict

rulesthattheyhavetofollow..

Ntokozo:Youhavetotalktoher,youknowyou

can'tdotheceremonyherewithouther

permission

Shewasputtingmeinaverydifficultsituation

buteitherwayIneedtotalktoher,Ican'tdo

anythingaroundherewithoutherpermission

afterallit'sherhouse..

Imademywaytothelivingroom,shewas

watchingTVwhiledrinkingrooibostea..

Isatdown..

Me:Ma

Shelookedatme..

Me:Beng'celaukukhulumanawe(Iwouldliketo

discusssomethingwithyou)

Shegavemeherfullattention..

Me:MaIfeellike..Honestlyspeakingthings



haven'tbeengoingwellformeeversincemy

Husbandpassedon,it'slikeIhavethisdark

cloudfollowingme.Nothingofmineisworking

outandIam tiredofwhat'shappening,Ihavea

lotonmyshouldersandIthinkit'stimeIseek

help

Her:Seekhelp?

Me:IwouldliketoseeaSangomaandthendo

atraditionalceremonyfortheancestorsjustto

cleansemyselffrom th-

Her:Heeeeeeee!!!!Imihloloyamile!Ngaze

ngalingeka(Iam beingtested)

Me:Maplease...

Her:Nomsangakukhuzakudalangalentoyakho

noJJ(Ilongreprimandedyouaboutyour

relationshipwithJJ)

Ididn'tneedalecture..

Her:Whateverishappeningtoyouishappening



becauseyouinviteditintoyourlife,hissinsare

catchingupwithyou.Youwereinunionwith

thismanwhileyoudidn'tevenknowhowhe

madehismoneyyouenjoyedeverythingthathe

wasdoingforyouandnowthatyoupayingfor

yoursinsyouwannadisturbthedeadresting

peacefully?Nosangomaisgoingtohelpyou,

notraditionalceremonywillhelpyoubecause

that'snotwhereyourproblem lies.Youjust

needtofindthepeopleyouhavewrongedand

askforforgivenessandthenforgiveyourself

toosothatthingscangowellwithyoutoo

Me:Ma..

Her:Wenotgoingtowastemoneythatwedon't

evenhaveforyourownmistakes,Iwarnedyou

butnomoneyandgreedwasmoreimportantto

younowsuffertheconsequences

Shepickeduphercupfrom thetableanddrank

from it..



Her:Ifyouwanttodotheceremonydoit

outsidethereonthestreetnothereinmyhouse!

Iknewshewasgoingtobeverydifficultabout

this..

_

NOMVELO

IslowlyopenedmyeyesandDawnwaspartially

leaningagainstthetablewithhisarmsfolded

andstarringatme.Ididn'tevenknowthatIhad

passedoutonthesmallcouchinhisoffice.I

wasstillfeelingabitoutofplace,Imust've

havewenthardonthewhiskey.Isatup

straight..

Him:Hi

Me:Hi

Thiswasembarrassing..

Him:Almostfinishedmywhiskey

Ikeptquiet..



Him:Itwasagiftfrom aclient,Idon'treally

drinksoIkeepitthereforthecameracrew.

AfterahecticExorcism theydrinkabittotaka

theedgeoffandyoujust..

Hewhistled..

Him:Youjustwenthardonitharderthanthem

Istillkeptquiet..

Him:Painisnotnice,noonewantstowakeup

everymorningwiththeirheartheavyandeyes

fulloftears.Sometimesyoucrysomuchthat

youevengettiredofcryingandyoubecome

numb,youdon'thaveanywilltokeeponliving.

Yousuffocateandloseyourbreath,youjust

wantsomethingtohelpyouwhiskyouaway

from realitysomethingthatwillmakeyouforget

forthattimebeingbecauselifehasbecomeso

difficulttofacesoberminded.Yougetscared

ofwhatyoumightdoandyougettrappeddeep

insidethossnegativethoughts,allyouwantis



forthepaintogoaway..That'sallyouwantfor

allthenightmaretogoaway.I'm sorrythatyou

goingthroughwhateveryougoingthrough,I

understandhowit'sliketolosesomeonethat

youmadeyourlife.WhenmyFiancédiedI

becameselfdestructive,didn'tbelievethatIwill

everloveanotherasmuchasIlovedherbut

hey..

Hewaveshishand..

Him:I'm marriedtoanamazingwoman,she

mightnotbelikeAnnabutshe'samazinginher

ownwayandIloveherverymuch

Iwipedmytears..

Her:Itmightseem asiflikeI'm justtalkingalot

ofrubbishbut..Lovewillfindyouagainandyou

willevenforgetthatyouoncehurtlikethis,no

onewillevertakehisplacebutsomeoneelse

canloveyoujustasmuchifyouallowyourself

tobelovedagain



Ishookmyhead..

Me:I'm justtiredandIdon'tthinkI'lleverbeina

relationship,Idon'twannagivemyheartaway

andbehurtagainbecausethepainisverylethal

Him:Iknowb-

Nazoknockedonceonanalreadywideopen

doorandthenmadehiswayin.Ifacedthe

otherwayandwipedmytears..

Nazo:Goodevening

Dawn:Hey

Nazo:Everythingokay?

Dawnlookedatme..

Dawn:Yeaheverythingisfinewasjust

discussingtheExorcism withNomvelo,the

demonreallygottoher

Nazo:Howdidthatgo?

Dawn:Wedidn'tdotheExorcism



Nazoburiedhishandsdeepinhispockets,he

waswearingallformaltoday.Hereallylooked

goodIneverthoughtthathehadclass..

Nazo:Whatreallyhappened?

Dawn:It'sabitofalongstoryI'lltellyousome

othertime

Henodded..

Dawn:Andyou?Howwastheserm-

Nazoclearedhisthroat..

Dawn:Imeanthowwastheservicewithyour

clientatworktoday?

Nazo:Nowthatdoesn'tsoundright,soundslike

Iwasprostitutingmyself

Theybothlaughed..

Nazo:Itwentwell

Dawn:That'sgood..That'sverygoodwasthe

GOATthere?



Nazo:No..Hewasn't

Iwaslost,theyweredefinitelyspeakingin

codes..

Nazolookedatme..

Him:Areyoureadytogo?

Inoddedwhilestandingup..

Dawn:I'llseeyoutomorrow

Me:Tomorrowitisandthankyou

Dawn:Youwelcome

Nazolookedatme..

Him:Areyoualright?

Me:YesI'm good..Letmegetmythings

Iwalkedouttothereceptiontogetmybag..

Zeash:Leavingalready?

Me:Yes

Zeash:Whathappenedwithyou?WhenIgot



backyouhadpassedout

Me:YaI..Idon'tfeelwell

Shechuckled..

Zeash:Ialsowouldn'tfeelwellifIalmostdrank

thewholebottleofwhiskey

Ilookedather..

Zeash:Whatwereyouthinking?

Me:Excuseme?

Her:I..

Me:Wenotthatcloseforyoutobeaddressing

melikethatwhat?Icanhearyoujudgingme

from thebackofyourhead

Her:OhhmywordchillgirlwhatwrongdidIsay?

Youdiddrinkthewhiskeydidn'tyou?

Me:Howisitanyofyourbusiness?

Her:Whyyousosensitive

Me:Iam notsensitiveIjustdon'tgowellwith



Peoplewhothinktheybetterthanothers,atthe

endofthedayyoualsohaveyourowndemons!

Her:Yhooooo!!Bringitdownitwasnotthat

deep!!

DawnandNazomadetheirwaytothe

reception..

Dawn:What'sgoingonhere?

Me:Nexttimedon'tjudgemebecauseyoudon't

evenknowwhatI'm goingthrough

Zeash:Iwasn'tjudgingyousweetnessIjust

saidyoualmostdrankthewholebottleof

whiskeywhereisthelieinthat?

Nazo:What?

Istartedhittingherwithmybag..

Me:Don'tdothat!!Don'tmesswithmeorI'll

hurtyou!!I'llhurtyouverybad!!

Zeash:Ohhmywordwhat'swrongwithyou?



Dawn:Hey..Hey..Hey!

Me:IswearI'llhurtyou

Dawngotmeawayfrom her,Zeashlaughed..

Zeash:Idon'tevenknowwhatIdid..Something

iswrongwithher

Nazolookatmeandshookhishead,hethen

madehiswaytothedoor..

Nazo:Soodisappointing

Dawn:Wewilldiscussthistomorrow

Me:WenotdiscussinganythingbecauseI'm

nevercomingbackhere!!Ever!!

Iwalkedtothedoor..Zeashcontinued

laughing..

Zeash:ButwhatdidIdo?Shehasserious

issues

Iturnedandlookedather..

Me:IfyoutryingtoimpressNazodontuseme!



I'veseenhowyouwerealloverhim whenwe

walkedinthismorning,ifyouwanthim gethim

butdon'tuseme!That'sverylow

Zeash:What?(laughing)

IquicklywalkedoutsidebeforeIexploded.

Everythingappearedblurrybecausetearswere

burningmyeyes..

Ileanedagainstthewallandlookedatmywrist,

ItouchedhiswristbraceletthatIhadon.Iwish

hewashere,Iam whatIam todaybecauseof

him.Hehadtoleaveme..

NazohootedandImademywaytothecar,I

don'tcareaboutanythinganymoreIjustwanna

beathomeinmybed.Tohellwitheveryone!!

.
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SNAZO

Nomvelo'sbehaviorandthefactthatshewas

drinkingatworkreallyupsetme.She'svery

disrespectful,verychildishandhasanawful

attitude.SometimesIfeellikeIcouldslapher

rightacrossherfacesothatshecangetawake

upcall.OurdrivebackhomewasveryquietI

washappythatshedidn'tsayanythingbecause

hellwould'vebrokenlose,Idon'tevenknowif

shecanbetrustedatthispointshe'svery

irresponsible.

Ifollowedherasshewalkedintheyard,we

madeourwayintothehouseandshejust

passedherGrandmotherandNkuliinthe

kitchenasifliketheydidn'texist..

Grams:Hau!Howwaswork?

Afewsecondslaterweheardherbangingthe

bedroom door,somethinginsideofmemoved..

Grams:Eishwena!!Uzophulaumnyangowam!



(yougoingtobreakmydoor)

Shelookedatme..

Her:Howwaswork?Whathappened?

Iexhaled..

Me:Nomveloisverydisrespectful

Grams:Don'ttellmethatsheruinedthingsfor

herselfatwork?

Me:Ihopesheadjusts.Justpleasemakesure

thatsheisreadytomorrowmorningat7am,she

mightneedtobewokenup

Grams:I'llmakesurethatshe'sreadybythen..

ThankyouverymuchNazo

Me:Youwelcome

IlookedatNkuli..

Me:Hey

Her:Hi

Me:Ishouldgetgoing..Haveagoodnight



Grams:Thankyouagain,Ireallyappreciateyou

helpingusoutwithNomvelo

Me:It'sokay

Iwalkedoutandmademywayhome.Ithought

Ihadalltheanswerstocertainthingsbutwith

Nomvelo,Idon'tknow.Idon'tknowwhatI'm

goingtodowithher...

Igothomeandmademywayinside,Iwent

straighttothelivingroom andthrewmyselfon

thecouch..

Gugu:Thesermonwasthatbad?

Me:Thesermonwasgooditwentwell

Gugu:Sowhythelongface?

Isatupstraight..

Me:Weneedtotalk

Gugu:Errokay..Itsoundsserious

Me:Itisserious



Shehadworrywrittenalloverherface...

Her:What'sgoingon?

Me:Idon'tevenknowhowtosaythis

Her:Justsayitalready

Me:YouknowthatsoonI'm goingtobe

ordainedapreacher,Iwillhavetomoveto

Mpumalangaandstartmyownchurchthere

Her:YesIknow

Me:Thatwon'thappen,notuntilIgetmarried

Her:Idoknowthattoo,asareligiousleaderyou

needastrongwomanbehindyousomeonewho

willhelpyouandmotherthechurch

Me:Yeahthat

Her:Areyouseeingsomeonethatyoureadyto

marry?

Me:Mysituationisabitdifferent

Her:Ung'lahlile(Youhavelostme)



Me:IhavealreadybeenletinonwhoIshould

marry

Hereyeswidenedalittle..

Her:Uhm okay..Who?

(Silence)

Me:Nomvelo

Her:Whichone?

Ilookedather..

Her:Wait!uNomvelo?

Me:Ialsodon'tunderstandGugubutitiswhat

itis,apparentlythisishowmeandherwere

supposedtomeet.Itisbydivineplanthatwe

shouldbeinunion,andthatwasn'tgoingto

happenifsheneverdatedNiso.Shewasnever

his

Her:Wow..I..Thisis...

Me:Iknowhowyoufeel



Her:Whatdidshesayaboutthis?

Me:Shedoesn'tknow

Her:Yaahinzimalendaba(Thisisadifficult

matter)

Me:Ineveraskedforthishonestlysp-

Her:IknowI'm justshocked,butthenifitis

meanttobewhoam ItoopposeGod'splanand

purposewithyourfuture

Ididn'texpectthat..

Her:Icansayno,butthatwon'tchange

anything

Me:YourightIguess

Her:Ijustdon'timagineNomvelobeinga

preacher'swife(laughing)

Ilaughedtoo..

Me:It'snotthatfunny

Gugu:It'sactuallyhilarious..Imagineherinfront



ofthechurchspeaking,she'sjustgonnalookat

everyoneandbelike"Aghthisisnotevenmy

style"(laughing)

Me:Orsomethinglike"ReallyNazoyoubrought

mehereforthis"

Her:Doessheevenknowhowtopray?

Me:Idon'tthinkso

Her:Doyouevenseeherthatway?

Ishruggedmyshoulders..

Me:TheynotlyingwhentheysayYoucannever

understandGod'sways.Idon'tknowhowwe

goingtomakeit,she'stoobrokenGugu.She

hasdedicatedherentirebeingtoalcohol,she's

disrespectful,shehasanattitude,she'stoo

childish.YouknowsheevendrankDawn's

whiskey?

Gugu:Wealldealwithpaindifferently,youandI

mightbehandlingNiso'sdeathbetterbutwith



Nomveloit'sdifferent.Sheneversawherin

Prisonthenthenextthingshehearsthatheis

nomore,shedidn'tevencometohisfuneral

shehasn'tgottenclosureasyet.Itwilltakea

while,Ibelieveshewillmakeitbutit'sgoingto

takeawhile

Me:Wedon'thavethatmuchtime

Her:Ifit'sGod'splanthentimeisalwaysthere,

youtwohavetogothroughthistogetherwhen

youthereforheratherlowestitwillbeeasier

forhertogiveinwhenthattimecomes

Me:Idon'tevenknowhowtohelpher

Her:Nazothere'snoscriptureintheBiblethat's

goingtohelpyouwinherheart,winning

Nomvelooverwon'tbebiblicallybased.Itwill

havetobefrom youasaman,itmightnoteven

bethatdeepjustshowherloveandaffection

andthatyoucare,bethereforherespecially

nowthatshe'slostandbroken



Me:Soundssoeasy

Her:Iknowhowfirm youare,loosenthegripa

little.Ifyouseeherasawifeyouwillneedto

stoptreatingherlikeakid.Starttreatingherlike

anadult,ifyoucontinuebeingthistoofirm she

willseeyouasabigBrother,orNiso'sbig

brotherwhoistryingtohelphergetthrough

whatevershe'sgoingthroughthenshewilllook

forsomeoneelsewhenshe'sfine

Me:Ihaveneverhadthisproblemswithagirl

before,I'vealwayshadmywaywithgirls

Her:Noteverygirlisthesame

Ilaidbackonthecouch...

Her:Youshouldbringheroverfordinner

tomorrow

Me:Forreal?

Her:Yesforreal..She'sgoingtobemyfuture

daughterinlawphela



Me:I'llbringherover..Youenjoyingthisaren't

you?

Shelaughedagain..

Her:YouguysarewaytoodifferentIwannasee

howeverythingisgoingtoworkout

Me:Thisisnotajoke

Her:Iknowbabybutfornowitisabitfunny

Igotup..

Her:Eatsothatwecanpray,Iwannawakeup

earlytomorrowmorningandcleanformyDau-

Me:Stopit!

Imademywaytothekitchenasshecontinued

laughing..

_

NOMVELO

Iheardaknockatthedoor..

Me:Comein



ThedooropenedandNkuliwalkedin..

Her:Hey

Me:Hey

Shecameandsatonthebed,Istoppedplaying

withNiso'sbracelettogivehermyfull

attention..

Her:Howareyouholdingup?

Ishruggedmyshoulders..

Her:Gramssaidyougotajob

Me:YabutI'm notgoingbackthereanymore

Her:Why?

Me:Idon'tliketheenvironmentandpeoplewho

workthere,there'sthisgirlshe'svery

judgementalabouteverythingandIdon'tthinkI

likeher

Her:Didyouatleasttalktoheraboutthat?

Me:Ihadaphysicalaltercationwithher



Her:Aphysicalwhat?Youfightnow?(laughing)

Me:Don'tlaugh...Shereallypissedmeoff

Her:I'm sureit'ssomethingthatcanbefixed

Me:We'llsee

(Silence)

Her:SoyouandNazoseem prettyclose?

Me:Wenotclosehedrivesmetoworkandthen

drivesmebackhome,heistheonewhogotme

thisjobthatdoesn'tevenmakesense

Shenodded..

Her:It'sjustaworksituationright?

Me:Yeswhatmorecanitbe?

Shekeptquiet..

Me:Wait..What?Youthinkthat..

Her:Let'sfaceit..NazoisNazo

Me:YesbutIdon'tseehim thatway,I'm surehe



alsodoesn'tseemethatway

Her:WellI'm gladbecauseitwouldvery

awkward,heismyexandyoumycousin

Me:NazoisveryintimidatingIwouldn'tbeina

relationshipwithhim,Iwouldn'tbefreeatall.

Heistoomuchofadisciplinarian

Her:Hecomesacrosslikethatatfirstandyes

heisabitintimidatingbuttrustmeheisagood

boyfriend.Verycaring,sweet,lotsoffunandI

thinkImissthesexmorethananything..We

usedtohavethebestsexwasn'talwaysthe

normalroutinetypeofsex,therewastimefor

makingloveyouknowasusualthentherewas

timeforhardcorefucking,seriousfuckingwith

nomessy

Me:Idon'tthinkIwannahearthat..Pleasestop!

Her:Aghyounotakidanymore

Me:Iknowbutit'sgoingtobeveryawkwardthe

nexttimeIseehim



Her:IthinkIenjoyedtheroughsexmorethanI-

Me:Okaythat'senoughgetoutofmybedroom

Her:Ithoughtweweresharingoursexual

experienceswiththeguyswe'vebeenwith

Me:Idefinitelydon'twannahearsuchabout

him

Her:Hiscurrentgirlfriendisverylucky,heisan

amazingguyandveryprotective

Me:Canwetalkaboutsomethingelse?

Shelookedatme..

Her:Loosenupabit..Youneedtogetlaid,at

leastbeaddictedtotheDinsteadofalcohol

Me:Idon'tthinkIwanttobeinarelationship

Her:Ididn'tsaybeinarelationshipjustcasual

fucking

Me:Definitelynotthat

Her:whenwasthelasttimeyougotlaid?



Me:JustdaysbeforeNisogotarrested

Her:Thatlong?

Me:I'm finepleaseleave

Her:Wheream Igoingtosleep?PhelaI'llbe

hereforafewdays

Me:YoucansleepwithyourGrandmother

Her:Ungadlalingam'(don'tplaywithme)

Ilaughed..

Her:Comeon

Shegotupandcametolienexttome,sheput

myheadonherchestorcleavagerather..

Me:TellmemoreaboutNazobutnotthenasty

sexdetails

Her:Whatdoyouwannaknow?

Me:Whatkindofapersonishewhenhe'sout

ofthatstrictshellofhis,whatkindofa

boyfriendishe?Howwasyourrelationshipwith



him?Howdidhebecomeathug?Whyishelike

this?

Her:Whyyousointerestedallofasudden?

Me:HeistheclosestthingIhavenowtoNiso,I

wannaseehowmuchtheydifferfrom each

other

Her:Creepybutokay..

Shebrushedmyhairbackwhiletellingme

abouthim asiflikehewasabedtimestory..

_

SNAZO

Iwokeupthefollowingmorningandprepared

myselfforthedayahead.EversinceIstarted

acknowledgingmygiftIhavemadeadifference

inotherpeople'slives,butIhaven'thelpedalot

ofPeopleasyet...

Todayit'sgoingtobedifferent,Ihavenever

helpedmorethanjustonepersoninaday.I



hopeeverythinggoeswell.Iwasabitnervous

becauseIdon'tknowhowmuchevilIwill

encounter,someothersicknessesaredemonic

thannatural.Thedevildoesn'tonlycapture

soulsthroughpossession,sometimeshe

capturessoulsthroughsicknessesandother

things.LastnightIwasshownateenagegirl

about16yearsofage,verywellreserved,stilla

virginandsufferingfrom severebleedingwhich

occursrandomlyevenafterherperiods.The

bleedingisaccompaniedbyverypainful

cramps,somuchthatsheisalwaysinandout

ofthehospitalmostofthetime.Iwasshown

herlastedmedicalreportwheresheismeantto

havesurgerybecauseDoctorshaveconcluded

thatsheisatahighriskofdevelopingcervical

cancer.Therealcauseofhersufferingisnot

whatwesternmedicinehasconcluded,Inactual

factspiritualityshehasbeencapturedand

marriedofftoademon.Shehasaspiritual

husbandwhich.Iknowhowfarfetchedthisis



goingtosoundtotheDoctorswhostudied

medicineandsurgeryfor6years,butjust

becauseonedoesn'tbelieveincertainthings

thatdon'tmeanthosethingsdon'texist.As

muchasgoodexistssodoesevil,buttheycan't

existalongsideeachother..

Voice:YouknowyourMom wasrightlastnight

Ifreakedoutabit,Iturnedaroundanditwas

Helena.

Me:Geez!Icould'vebeennaked

Her:WillitmakeyoufeelbetterknowingthatI

am alwayswithyouevenwhenyoubathing

Me:No..Itdoesn'tmakemefeelbetter

Her:Thereisnosexualconnectionbetween

Angelsandhumans

Me:Don'tyouhavesomewheretobe?

Her:Iam yourguardianAngelwhereelse

shouldIbe?



Me:Thereisn'tanyotherprophetorpastoror

preacherthatneedsguardingotherthanme?

Her:Youoneofafew

Me:Oneofafew?

Her:Giftedtoseeinthespiritualworld,not

everyonecanseeus

Me:Andtheotherfew?

Her:TheyhavetheirownguardianAngels

Me:I'm almostgoingout

Her:I'vecometomakesurethatyoureadyfor

today

Me:I'm fine

Her:Youseem abitnervous

Me:I'llbefineHelenayoudon'thavetoholdmy

handyoucould'vejustsentagoodlucktext

Her:Angelsdon'tcarrycellphones

Me:Itwassarcasm



Her:Sarcasm?

Iheardaknockatthedoor..

Me:ByeHelena

Her:Noonecanseemebutyou

Me:Bye

Iwenttoopen,itwasGugu..

Her:Yourshirtisironedandready

Iletherin..

Me:Thankyou

Her:Beforeyouwearit,Idon'twannawrinkleit

Shehuggedme..

Her:KnowthatI'm veryproudofyou

Me:Thankyou

Shebrokethehug..

Her:Goonandmakemeproud

Me:Younotgoingtocryonmeright



Iputontheshirtandshebuttonedit..

Her:IfMawashereshewouldbeproudtoo

Me:Iknow

Idowishthatshewashere

.

Tobecontinued
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NOMVELO

Iwasupat5am thenextdaythatiteven

surprisedmyGrandmother,Ihadalotinmy

mindthatIranoutofsleepintheearlyhoursof

themorning.Apartfrom whatNkuliandIwere

talkingaboutIam oftendisturbedbyunsettling

thoughts.Ihavebeenthroughalot,thatperfect

lifethatIoncehadcamecrashingdowninan

instantlikeaplaneandattimesIstruggleto

comeintotermswitheverythingthathas

happened...



Donotbecertainaboutthingsinyourlife

whethergoodorbadaslifemighttakea

differentturn..

Iwassittingatthetableandeatingsoft

porridge,myGrandmotherusuallywakesup

veryearlyinmorningandpray.Whenshe'sdone

prayingandreadingherBibleshethentakeson

thehousechores,ataround11am orsoshewill

rest.Thismorningshedecidedtocooksoft

porridgeformebeforeIwenttowork..

Her:Youwokeupallbyyourselfthismorning..

That'sverygood

Weheardaknockatthedoor..

Me:I'llgoandopen

IwenttoopenanditwasDanger,wehaven't

seenmuchofeachotherlatelybecauseofhis

demandingjob.It'sgoingtobeworsenow

sinceIalsostartedworking..

Him:Heykiddo



Me:Hey

HegreetedmyGrandmothertoo..

Grams:ImadesomeporridgesitdownandI'll

dishupforyou

HehadaVodacom plasticwithhim..

Me:What'sthat?

Him:Thisisforyou

Me:Aphone?

Him:Yes..Abetterphone

Itooktheplasticfrom him..

Him:Somethingtosayweproudofyoufor

gettinganotherjob,Iknowlifeisnoteasybut

thankyoufortryingandstaystrongatalltimes

ItookouttheboxanditwasaNokia6..

Me:Wow..Thankyouverymuch

Him:Youwelcome..Atleastit'sbetterthanthe

mobicel



Me:Waybetter..Thankyouagain

Grams:Hereyougo

Danger:Thankyou

Hisphonerang..

Him:Excuseme

Hestoodupandwalkedout..

Grams:Howdidworkgoyesterday?

Me:Itwaschallenging

Her:Nomvelojobsareveryscarce,having

grade12doesn'thelpmuchanymore.It's

mostlyaboutconnectionsandyouveryblessed

tohavefoundajob,mostpeoplewouldbevery

gratefuliftheywereinyourpositionandwena

youplayingwithyourjob

Me:Gramsplease

Her:I'm justsayingdon'tplaywithyourjob

Me:Iwon't



Dangercameback..

Danger:ThatwasNomsa

Grams:Whatdoesshewant?

Danger:Idon'tknowsaidshecomebytoday

Me:Todowhat?

Danger:Notreallysure

Grams:Can'tshejuststaywhereversheis,and

enjoymySon'sfortunethatshestolefrom

Nomvelo

Danger:Idon'tknowwhatherproblem is

Weheardanotherknockatthedoor,Ihadno

doubtthatitwasSnazo..

Grams:Comein

ThedooropenedanditwasindeedSnazo.

Latelyherocksformalanditlooksverygoodon

him.YouknowGugumust'vebeeninvolvedwith

averyhandsomeforhertohavesuchgood



lookingboys,shemustbeveryproud..

Nazo:Goodmorning

WhenIlookedathim Irememberedmytalk

withNkulilastnightabouthim,Idriftedintoa

worldofmyownthatIneverknewexisted.You

knowthatYunainmesurfacedandallIcould

hearwas:

"Ifeelalittlerush,IthinkI'vegotalittlecrush

onyou.Ihopeit'snottoomuch"

Itwasabreathtakingmoment..

Grams:Velo

IlookedatherandshesignaledthatIshould

standup,IlookedatNazoandhewaslooking

atme.Thatallblackformaloutfitlookedreally

goodonhim,itaddedsoomuchclassonhim..

Me:I'llgogetmybag

Istoodupandwenttogetmybag,Iclosedmy

eyesandspoketomyself...



Me:ComeonVelo..HeisNiso'sbrother

(whispering)

Nkuliwasgoneandhersleepingpositions

aren'tverypleasant,shewasfacingupwithher

legswideopen.Ishookmyheadandwalked

out..

Grams:Behavetoday

Me:Iwill

Iwalkedtothedoorandsincehewasstanding

nexttoit,ourhandsbothreachedforthedoor

handle.Whenhistouchedmine,itsent

electricalimpulsesthroughoutmybody.Itwas

anawkwardmoment,Iloweredmineandhe

openedforme..

Me:Thankyou

Iwalkedoutandhefollowedme,hisnicesmell

alsofollowedmeallthewaytothecar.He

unlockedandwegotin,Ijustfacedthefront

andavoidedmoreawkwardmoments.He



startedplayingmusicatleastthat'sgoingtokill

theawkwardness,Aliciakeyscameonaswe

tookoff.Hedidn'tsayanythingandIalsodidn't

sayanything,Iwouldjuststealglancesathim

hereandthereashefocusedontheroad...

"YougivemeafeelingthatIneverfeltbefore,

it'ssomethingthat'simpossibletoignore.Iwas

wonderingmaybecouldImakeyoumybaby,if

wedotheunthinkablewoulditmakeuslook

crazy..IfyouaskmeI'm ready"

Actuallyhewasbecomingsomethingthat's

impossibletoignore,andhewasmakingthings

verydifficultforme..

Iwasonlybroughtbacktothelandoftheliving

whenhetouchedmywrist,mademewonderifI

missedanythingthathesaid..

Ilookedathim..

Him:Younotwearinghisbracelettoday

IlookedatmywristandIdidn'tputitonthis



morning..

Me:Iforgot

Ididforget..HowcanIforget?

Him:Youforgot?

Me:Yes

Him:Iwantustopasssomewherefirst,already

spoketoDawnthatyougoingtobelate

Me:Wherearewegoing?

Him:Youwillsee

_

MANTWA

Patelwasinvolvedinacaraccidentlastnight

onhiswayhomefrom thehospital.Iwantedto

gotothehospitalrightawaybutitwaslateand

Ididn'thavetransportationsothefollowingday

Imademywaythere.Iwasveryworried,Ihope

heisnotbadlyhurt.MyMotheraccompanied



metothehospitaltogoandseehim,atthe

receptiontheydidn'tgivemeatoughtime.One

ofthenursesofferedtotakeustohisward..

_

NOMVELO

Snazodrovestraighttothecemetery,hedidn't

havetoexplainanythingIknewexactlywhywe

werehere.Ifeltemotionstakingoverasthecar

drovein,IfeltsomeheavinessinmyheartandI

alsofeltalumpstuckonmythroat..

Me:Whyarewehere?

Heparkedabitfarfrom thegateandgotout,I

didn'twannabehere.Iwouldratherbe

anywherebuthere,Idon'tknowwhyhebrought

mehere.Hecameandopenedmysideofthe

door..

Him:Come

Ilookedaroundatallthosegravesand



tombstones..

Me:No

Hecrouchednexttomeandheldmyhand..

Him:Youcan'trunawayfrom thisforever

Mywholebodytrembledandmyeyesfilledwith

tears..

Me:Idon'twannabehere

Him:Youwon'tbeabletomoveonuntilyou

findclosure,Ijustwantyoutoseewerehe's

restingplaceisthat'sallandthenwewillgo

Theydon'tunderstand,theydon'tunderstand

howdifficultthisisforme..

Him:Come

Hehelpedmetogetoutofthecarandthenhe

heldmyhandasheledmetohisgrave.With

everygravethatwepassedmyheartdieda

littleknowingthatwewerenearingtohis..We

finallygottothesideweretherewascountable



tombstones,thegravesstilllookedfresh

indicatingthatithasn'tbeenlongsincethey

werelaidtorest.Hestoppedatacertaingrave,

Iglanceddownatit.

Nazo:Thisiswhereheisresting,nextmontha

tombstoneissupposedtobeerectedbutI

wantedyoutoseehisgravefirstrawasit

beforethetombstonerestsonit

Therewasflowersontopofit,anditwasclean.

Maybethat'sbecauseithasn'tbeenlongsince

hewasburied..

Nazo:Hedidn'tjustleaveyou,heleftmetoo

Iheldontohim asIcried,hehuggedme..

Him:Ilosthim too

Ithurt,ithurtreallybad..

Me:He'snever..He'snevercomingback

Him:No..He'snevercomingback

Ihavebeenindenialforfartoolong,seeinghis



gravejustmademerealizethatheisgone.He

isgoneforeverandheisnotcomingback,what

Ineedtodonowispickupthebrokenpiecesof

myheartandmoveon.Iwillforeverholdonto

hismemoriesthough..

.

Tobecontinued
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NOMVELO

"Youwipeawayalltears,youmendthebroken

heart,YoutheanswertoallitJesus.Youwipe

awayalltears,youmendthebrokenheart,you

theanswertoitallJesus.

Waymaker,miracleworker,promisekeeper.

LightinthedarknessmyGodthatiswhoare.."

DrivingtoDawn'sstudiofrom thecemetery,the



choiceofsongsweremixedfrom hisUSBand

somehowthatsongcameup.Ididn'tknowwho

theartistwasbutIlistenedtoitcarefullyand

somehowthewordsjustgottome,theygotto

medeeplywhichwasfunnybecausegospel

musicisn'tmychoiceofmusicatall.Iwas

feelingnumbnow,Iwantedittohurtlikealways

butatthatmomentitdidn't.Itdidn'thurtashow

ithurtseveryday...Wearrivedatthestudioand

heparkedthecar,Igotmybagandgotouthe

didtoo.Webothmadeourwayinside..

Zeashwasatthecounterasalways,whenshe

sawusherfacelituporshouldIsayherfacelit

upwhenshesawNazo..

Zeash:Nazo..Nazoke..Nazo(singing)

Idon'twannalieZeashwasawardwinning

irritating,Ifeltirritatedbyherespeciallyafter

whathappenedyesterday..

Nazo:Howareyou?



Her:NowthatI'veseenyourcutefaceI'm good

sugarandhowareyou?

Nazo:I'm good

Her:Youlooknice

Nazo:Thankyou

Her:Andgoodluckfortoday..Dawntoldme

Nazo:Thankyouagain..Whereishe?

Her:Heisaroundheresomewhere

Shelookedatme..

Her:HiVelo

Iignoredherandmademywaystraightto

Dawn'soffice,Dawnwasn'tinhisoffice..

Iputmybagonhisdeskandstaredatthe

window,Icouldsaythathisviewwasn'tsobad..

Nazo:Youokay?

Iturnedandlookedathim,Ithoughthewasstill

busyentertainingZeash..



Me:I'm okay

Hewalkeduptome..

Him:Comehere

Iwalkeduptohim andhehuggedme..

Him:CanItrustyoutodaynottomessup?

Me:Ihavenointentionsofmessingup,Idon't

havetheenergytoday

Hebrokethehug..

Him:Soifyouhadtheenergyyouwouldmess

up?

Ishruggedmyshoulders..

Me:Maybe

Helookedatme..

Him:I'llcomeandgetyoulater

Me:Okay

Heputhishandaroundmywaistandthen



kissedmeonmyforehead,thatwaswhatI

needed.Tofeelhiswarmth,hiscloseness,and

thefeelofhislipsanywhereinmybody.

Thiswasn'trightbutthefeelingsfeltright,we

haven'tevenspentthatmuchtimetogetherfor

metofeelsomethingotherthanhim beingmy

lateboyfriend'sbrother.Itcertainlywasn'tlove

butdeepdowntherewerefeelingsthatwere

betrayingme,betrayinghowIshouldseehim.

AfterthekissonmyforeheadIthoughtthathe

wasgoingtoletgoandthenleavebutIguessit

wasdifficultforhim too,weshouldn'tevenbe

doingthis.It'snotright.Asifthingscouldn'tget

moreweird,hereIwasstandingonmytoesto

meethim halfwayasourlipsmetheisabit

tallerthanme.Hisotherhandfoundit'swaytoo

aroundmysmallwaist,Iwasn'ttoocomfortable

withthekissorrelaxedsomyhandsjustheld

ontohisarmsaswekissed.Youknowwhen

somethingiswrongbutdeepyoudon'twanna



stop,yousowrappedaroundthemomentthat

youjustprayitescalatestosomethingmore.

Somethingmorethanjusttheconnection

startedbyexchangingspit,Idon'tevenhavethe

rightwordstoexplainthemoment..

Avoiceinterruptedus,Iquicklyletgoandwiped

mylips.ItwasDawnclearinghisthroat.Iwasa

bitembarrassedandNazoseemedchilled

aboutthesituation,itdidn'tbotherhim that

Dawnjustwalkedinonuskissing..

Dawn:Goodmorning

Me:Morning

Nazo:Morning

Hemadehiswayin.Nazolookedathiswrist

watch..

Nazo:Ihavetogo

Dawn:Goodluckfortoday

Nazo:Thankyou



Seemslikehehadabigdayaheadofhim,

everyoneknewwhatitwasaboutexceptforme.

Hewipedmylowerlipwithhisthumb..

Him:I'llseeyoulater

IwastooashamedtosayanythingsoIjust

nodded..

HelookedatDawn..

Nazo:Later

Dawn:Lateritis

Hewalkedout..

Dawn:Howareyoudoingthismorning?

Me:I'm doing..

Iclearedmythroat,thekissstillgotmefeeling

abitdizzy..

Me:I'm doinggood

Dawnchuckled..

Dawn:Youknowthedrillwehaveanexorcism



topreparefor

Me:YesSir

_

MANTWA

IwashappytoseethatPatelhadminorinjuries,

justabruiseonhisforeheadandabrokenarm.

Icantakethatthanhim beinginacritical

condition...

Him:Okayyouhurtingmyarm now

Ibrokethehug..

Me:I'm sorry

Idon'twannalieIwasscared,Iwasvery

scared..

Me:Whathappened?

Him:Somedrunkdriverrantheredlightandhit

mefrom myside

Me:Youcould'vebeenseriouslyhurt



Him:YeahIknowbutthankgoodnessIdidn't

Me:Thankgoodnessyoudidn't

Him:They'lldischargemetomorrowandI'llonly

bebackatworkaftertwoweeks,I'llbedoing

consultationsnosurgeryuntilmyarm heals

Me:I'm happytohearthat..Youcanjustrelax

whileItakecareofyou

Him:Iwasthinkingthatwecantakeamini

vacation

Me:Yousupposedtobeathomerelaxing..We

notgoinganywhere

Him:Comeon,it'sjustmyarm

Me:Iam nottakingthatrisk,doyouknowhow

worriedIwas?Ididn'tevensleeplastnight

Him:I'm sorry

Me:Don'tbe..It'snotyourfault,Ishouldleave

sothatyoucanrest..I'llcomebackagainlater



Him:Oryoucanjustwaitformeathome,I'm

comingbacktomorrowmorningjustoneday

Me:OkayI'llcomeandfetchyou

Him:That'sbetter

Hepulledmeclosertohim withhisotherhand

andkissedme..

_

NOMSA

ItookwhatmyMothersaidseriouslymaybe

sheisright,maybeIjustneedtoapologizeso

thatIcanberidofmyguiltandthecurse.I

don'tknowhowJJ'sfamilyisgoingtoreactto

myaskingforforgivenessespeciallyhisMother,

shecanbehardcoreattimes.Iwaswithmy

Sister,sheistheonewhodrovemehere.The

mostimportantpersonthatIwantedtoask

forgivenessfrom wasNomvelo,sheistheone

thatIhurtalot..



Iknockedatthedoorandtherewasnoreply.

Ntokozo:knockedharder

Iknockedharder..

MaNgcobo:Ngiyeza!(I'm coming)

Myheartsanklowertomyknees...

Sheopenedthedoorafterafewseconds..

Her:Ufunani?(whatdoyouwant)

Me:Ma..

Her:NgitheUfunani?(whatdoyouwant)

Me:Maywepleasecomein?

Her:Howdareyoushowupatmyhouseafter

everythingthatyouhavedone?

Me:Ifyoucouldjustallowmetoexplain

Her:Explainwhat?Explainstealingmy

Granddaughter'sfortune?Sheistryingtomove

onfrom whathappenedsodon'tcomehereand

confuseher!Don'teversetyourfoothereor



elseI'llpouryouwithhotwater!

Sheclickedhertongueandthenbangedthe

doorrightinourfaces..

_

SNAZO

BishopMccarthyandImadeourwaytothe

hospitalthatIwasshowninmyvision,itwasa

localhospitalinsomehood.Itwasabitbigger

thanIhadthought"Phomolonghospital".The

hospitalcateredtothecommunityandIheard

thatevenotherpeoplefrom differenthoodsdo

cometothishospitalandlastyear

unfortunatelyithadmoredeathsthananyother

hospital.Ithoughtthatweweregoingtohavea

difficulttimegettingaround,havingtoexplain

ourselvesandthenhavingthesehighly

educatedpersonnelsfrowningatusor

criticizingusbecauseofourdifferentbeliefs

butthatwasnotthecase.Highermanagement



welcomedusinwiththeutmostrespect,Bishop

McCarthy'sreputationgoesalongway.Atthat

momentIfeltimportant,Iwasshownrespect

bypeoplewhowereolderthanme.Peoplewho

heldseriousprofessions,peoplewhowere

moreeducatedthanIwas.WhenGodchooses

youforhiswork,eventhosewhoareaboveyou

whenitcomestoeducationtheywillrespect

you..DrNhlaphothechiefsurgeonatthe

hospitalwastheonewhoinsistedintakingus

around,hewasinhismid60sandIheardthat

hewenttoHarvard.WellhisEnglishsaysso.I

likethefactthathewasopenminded,hedidn't

criticizeusparticularlymebecauseI'm theone

withthegiftinsteadhespokewordsthatwere

accompaniedbygreatrespect.Ithought

scienceruledtheworldofmedicine,it'sgoodto

knowthatthereotherprofessionalsoutthere

whodobelieveinGod.ThefirstpatientthatI

wasmeanttoseewasthatyounggirl,shehas

beenonmymindsinceIhadthatvision.Before



weleftBishopMcCarthyandIprayedfirst,the

holyspiritwaswithme.Thewholeofheaven

waswithme.Icouldfeelit..

Wegottotheward,ward7A.BishopMcCarthy

andDrNhlaphowenttotalktotheNursesat

theirstationasIlookedaround.Toomuch

sorrowfilledthisward,theseyounggirlsand

womenwerevictimsoftheirownwomanhood

turningonthem.Someweredueforserious

surgerieshavingtheirovaries,andfallopian

tubesremoved.Somehadmiscarried,itwasa

lotthattheyweregoingthrough.Withablinkof

aneye,hercriesdrewmetoher.Deepdown

shewasbrokenandhadlostallhope.Herinner

voicethatwascryingalmostmademyears

bleed,IwalkedarounduntilIwasinherrow.

Othergirlsweresittingupstraightandtalking

toeachother,shewastheonlyonewhowas

sleepingandseemedtobeindistress.AsI

walkeduptohertheothergirlskeptquietand



lookedatme,somegavemeshallowsmiles

somesignaledtoeachotherwiththeirlooks.I

greetedthem..

Me:WithhowyouladiesarelookingatmeI'm

guessingthatyoudon'tgetmuchmalevisitors

Theonewhoseemedtobetheirspokesperson

wastheonewhoansweredfirst...

Her:Wedogetmalevisitorsjustnotashotas

you

Afterthatcommentmostofthem blushedand

madefunnynoises..

Nurse:Ladieslet'sbehave

Imademywaytoherbed,thespokesperson

saidsomethingagain..

Her:Whoa!!Zaneleakasashoukuthiwazi

uBrotherobabakanje(Zaneledidn'tmention

thatsheknowssuchahandsomeguy)

Nurse:Ntombi..Shh..



Shekeptquiet..

IlookedattheNurseandshemadeherwayto

me,DrNhlaphoandBishopMcCarthystoodata

fardistance..

Nurse:Zanelesisi

Sheopenedhereyesandtheywereabit

swollen,seemslikeallshedoesisjustcry.

Nurse:Someoneisheretoseeyou

ShelookedatmeandIsmiledather..

Nurse:letmehelpyoutositup

straight

TheNursehelpedherandIcouldseethatshe

wasinpain,theNurseputpillowsbehindherto

supportherback..

Nurse:Iwillbeatmystation

Me:Don'tleave..Wemightneedyou

Irubbedmyhandstogetherandthenstretched



myhandtoherforahandshake..

Me:Goodmorning..MynameisSnazo

Sheslowlystretchedherstomine,shewas

weakandherhandwasshakingverybad..

Her:H..Hello

ShetouchedmyhandandIgentlyheldit,she

lookedatmeandshestartedcrying..

Me:It'sokay..

Sheshookherheadno..

Me:It'sokay,youhavebeencryingforalong

timenowandGodfinallyheardyou.Heaven

cametovisityou

Hercrywaspainful,itpiercedthroughthe

heartsoftheoneswhowereintheward.Ieven

sawtheNursetakingoffherglassesandwiping

hertears..Thatiswhathappenswhenyouthink

Godhasforgottenyou,thedeviltakesafew

stepsbackandhelltrembleswithfear.Yougo



asfarasquestioningifit'strueornot..

.

Tobecontinued

77

SNAZO

Imeanwhatdoyoudowhenallyouhave

knownisnothingbutPainandsorrow?Whatdo

youdowhenyouhaveprayedandshowedGod

yourwoundedheartonlytowakeupthenext

morningandgothroughthesamethingagain?

Thathumanpartofyoulosseshope,losses

faith,andlossesthewilltolive.Youstartto

questiontheexistenceofGod,yourearsstartto

openwidertothosewhospeakillaboutGod,

youstarttoquestionyourselfifreallywhom

theysayisthealmightydoesexist.Paincan

stripyounakedtoapointwereyoulose

yourselfandstartdoubtingwhatyouknowand

believe..



Me:Iknowthatthisisgoingtocomeasa

shocktoyou,youhavebeenthroughsomany

prophetsandyouhavebeenprayedforsoo

muchthatyoujustdon'tbelieveanymore.You

don'tknowwhatitisandwhatisnot,letyour

heartbeateasebecauseIam noProphet.I

bringwithmenophysicalsubstancethatyou

candrinkandputallyourhopeinforahealing,I

comeinthenameoftheselfexistenceone

JehovaSebawoth.Toyouatthispresent

momenthecomesasJehovaRaphah,Godyour

healer.

Isatdownattheedgeofherbedwhilestill

holdingherhandandshewasstillwetwith

tears..

Me:It'ssadthatyourMotherisnothereto

witnessherprayersbeinganswered,Dayand

nightshehasbeencryingtoGodforyour

healing.Whenyougaveupallhope,sherefused

togiveuphope.Eachtimewhenyourolledon



thefloorcryinginpain,deepdownshesilently

prayedbecauseGodwasheronlyhope.When

thosepainkillersseemedtobeworkingforthat

littlewhileandyoufinallyrested,shewould

throwherselfonthefloorandstartweepingbut

tohershewasn'tthrowingherselfonthe

groundshewouldimaginethrowingherselfat

Jesus'feetandcrying.CryingforherDaughter's

healing.SheprayedaccordingtoLuke10verse

39,MaryMagdalene.MaryMagdalenewasone

ofthewomenwhosupportedJesus'ministry.

Shetraveledwithhim greatlyandalwayssatat

hisfeetlisteningtohisteachings,YourMother

putherselfinMary'sshoesbutwithhershe

threwherselfatJesus'feetforyourhealing.She

hadfaiththatonedayyouwillbehealedand

thatonedayistoday.Godisneverearlyandhe

isneverlate,whenthissicknessstartedtwo

yearsagoyouthoughtthatitwashowawoman

shouldberelievedeverymonth,youthoughtit

wasnormalseeingthatyourfriendsalsowent



throughthesamebutwithyouasmonthswent

byitstartedbeingabnormal.Asmuchas

biologytellsyouotherwisebutspirituallyyougo

throughcleansingeverymonthtobereminded

thatwhenGodcreatedyou,Hehadtocomein

contactwithblood.Hedidn'tcreateawoman

from dustbuthecreatedawomanfrom a

man'sribandaftertodaywhenit'sthattimeof

themonthdon'tseeitasacurseeveragainbut

seeitasareminder,asanhonourtoyour

creation.SeeitasGodremindingyouthathis

handscameincontactwithbloodwhenhe

createdyou,itwasneverhisintentionforyouto

feelthismuchpainwhenyougothroughthat

process.EverythingthatGodhascreated

throughhisperfectiontheDevilalwaystriesto

destroyand2yearsagowhenyouandyour

friendwenttothatantiqueshoptobuyafew

thingsandyousawthatcharm ringandyou

boughtit,knowthattheringwascursed.When

youplaceditinyourleftfingeritopeneda



spiritualmarriagebetweenyouandacertain

demonthathasbeenvisitingyoumostnights,

whenyousleepeverynightandyoufeltthat

certainpleasureandwarmthinyour

womanhoodknowthatitwasn'tnormalforyou

becauseyouhadgottenyourselfintoaspiritual

marriagewithacertaindemonknownas

"Baphomet"andweheretodaytoendthat

union.WhenyourMom comeslateronIwant

youtotellhertotaketheringtoyourpastorso

thathecanunchantitandburnit.

IlookedattheNurseandshegotcloser..

Me:Canyoupleaseputyourhandinherwomb

Shedidso..

Me:Pleasedopressabitharder

Shedid..

Me:I'm justahealer,I'm goingtoprayforyour

healingandBishopMcCarthyisgoingtopray

foryoutooandbreakthemarriage,I'm breaking



thesexualbondthatexistsbetweenyouand

thedemon.Godisrestoringyoubacktohaving

anormalcleansingeverymonthonethatwon't

landyouinhospitalallthetime,youwillbeable

tobenormallikeyourpeers.Youwillbehealthy

andhavekidsofyourown,thatcervicalcancer

diagnosisexistsnotanymoreithasbeen

writtenoff.Youwillnevergothroughthisever

again..

IputmyhandontheNurse'sshoulderasshe

closedhereyesandIdidtoo,whenIclosedmy

eyesIsawBaphometstandingrightnextto

Zanele'sbedandwhenIopenedmyeyesI

couldfeelhispresenceinthewardhehasbeen

byhis"wife'sside"that'swhyshehasbeen

compressedsoomuchandnotabletodo

anything..

Me:"Lordletyourwillbedoneinthisbody,by

divinepowerletherbehealedbythestripesof

Jesus.Hisbloodwasspilledsothathers



shouldn'tbe,hisfleshwasrippedsothathers

shouldn't.Whenheenduredthosebeating,

whenhisfleshsplitandhisbloodwasspilledhe

enduredthatsothatthroughhisstripesandhis

bloodyourchildrenwillbehealed.Thereisno

operatingtablewhereherbodyisgoingtolie

stillwhileapieceofherisbeingtakenaway,

onlyyourhandsfilledwithbloodwhenyou

createdhersonodevilwillcomeinbetween

that.Letnotthesinofherancestor(Eve)follow

her,itwasneveryourwillforawomantobear

somuchpainnotuntiltheenemytrickedher.

Restoreherbacktoherhealth,letthespiritual

connectionofunhealthyintercoursebebroken!

Letyourwillonlybedoneinherlife.Sheisset

free!Free!Free!Free!Free!Free!

AsIcontinuedsayingthatshestarted

screaming..

Me:LetthebloodofJesuscleanseher,never

againwillsheexperiencesuchpainandmisery.



Happinessandjoywillfollowher,youknewher

from sinceshewasinhermother'swomb

therforeherfuturestaysbrightwithyou.No

cervicalcancerwilltormenther,shewillbe

healthyupuntilthetimecomesforhertobear

heroffspring.Blessherfuturegenerationand

blessherfuturemarriagethatwillbebrought

intoherlifeasablessingbyyou.Iaskallthisin

thenameofJesuschristofNazareth.Amen..

Nurse:Amen

Ilookedatthenurse..

Me:Couldyoupleasegetheraglassofwater?

Shewalkedaway..

Me:Howdoyoufeel?

Zanele:Better

Sheremovedthecoversandgotdownfrom the

bed,shestoodupstraightandIsawmostof

theothergirlsshocked..



Zanele:Icouldn'tevenstandstraight,Ihadto

behelpedallthetime.IfIhadtobatha

wheelchairwouldbebroughtthat'showmuch

inpainIwas..Thankyouverymuch

Me:Youwelcome

IheldherhandandwalkedhertoBishop

McCarthywhoplacedhishandonherheadand

prayedforhertobreakthemarriage..

_

NOMVELO

Iputthecrystalsinthebox..

Me:AlldoneDawn

Zeash:Hey

Iturnedandlookedather..

Me:Hey

IturnedaroundagainandcontinuedwithwhatI

wasdoingasshemadeherwayin..



Her:Howareyou?

Me:I'm good

Her:NomvelopleaseknowthatIam nota

personwholikestension,Idon'tlikefighting

andarguingandwhathappenedyesterday

shouldn'thavehappened..Ijustliketojoke

aroundalotandsometimesthatrubspeople

offthewrongway,I'm reallysorryifIoffended

youinanyway.Itwasn'tmyintention

Me:It'sokay..I'm alsosorrythatIhityouwith

mybag

Her:YouluckyIletyoubeIcould'vebeatenyou

upblackandblue

Me:Youwish

Webothlaughed..

Her:Anywaynottobeforwardoranythingbut

what'sthedealbetweenyouandNazo?

Me:Why?Doyoulikehim?



Her:Notentirely..Meandhim arejustgood

friendsthat'sall

Me:Samehere

Her:Areyousure?

Me:YesIam

Shefoldedherarmsandnodded..

Dawnwalkedin..

Him:Everythingready?

Me:Erryes..

Him:Goodbecauseyousittingthisoneout

Me:Iam?

Him:Yes..Thisoneisdangerouscan'taffordto

haveyougettingpossessedforreal

Me:Uhm okay

Him:Yaunfortunatelybeingapreacher'swife

won'thelpyouthistimearound



Me:What?

Helookedatme..

Him:Huh?

Me:Yousaidsomethingaboutmebeinga

preacher'swife

Him:Waspullingyourleg,I'm actingonwhat

thedemonsaidtoyoutheotherday

Hetookthebox..

Him:Seeyoulaterladies

Hewalkedout..

Zeash:Uhm whatisgoingon?

Me:Idon'tknowbutwegoingtofindout..

Comeon,doyouhaveNazo'snumber?

Her:YesIdo

Me:Whataclosefriendship

Her:Don'tbejellyit'sstrictlyforprofessional

reasons,Ioncedbookedhim aplaneticketand



I-

Me:It'sokayZeashyoudon'thavetoexplain

yourself

_

SNAZO

DrNhlapho:WhateverdoubtsImight'veabout

you,theycompletelywentoutofthewindow.

It'snoteverydayaPastorcomeshereandheals

thesick,thoughwehealthprofessionalsandtry

ourbestatalltimesbutwealsoneedamiracle

hereandthere

IlookedatZaneleasshenowhadthe

confidencetositwiththeothergirlsintheward

andtalk.Shewassmilingandlaughingitwasa

beautifulmomenttowitness,forachangeshe

washappy.Shewasn'tcryingandbroken.The

NursecalledherMothertocomeoverhopingI

willmeetherbeforeIam donewithwhatIcame

herefor..



Dr:Wecanproceed

Me:ThenextP-

MyphonevibratedandItookitout,Ihaveto

takethis.It'sDawn'soffice..

Dr:Youcan'tignoreit?

Me:Unfortunatelynocouldbeaboutmy

Nomvelo

Bishop:Whenitinvolvesthewifeyoushould

attendtoitprettyfast

WelaughedasImovedawayfrom them to

answer..

Me:Hello?

Velo:Nazowhat'sgoingon?

Me:With?

Velo:Witheverything..Exactlywhatisgoingon?

Whyam Ihere?Whatisitthatyounottelling

me?



Me:Canwedothislater?Iam verybusyright

now

Her:Busy?AlrightIseewherethisisgoinglater

I'llbegone,youwon'tfindmehere!!!

Shehungup,Itriednottolethertantrum getto

me.IwenttotheDr..

Me:CanIquicklyfindanemptyroom?

Him:Emptyroom?

Me:Yesevenifit'sweretheykeeptheir

cleaningmaterialjustanemptyroom

Helookedaround..

Bishop:Iseverythingokay?

Me:Nobuteverythingwillbeokay

Hedirectedmetoaroom notfarawaythat

lookedlikeanemptysingleward,Iclosedthe

doorandleanedagainstit..

Me:Helena



Ilookedaround..

Me:Iknowyouaround

Sheappeared..

Me:Ineedyourhelp

Her:Withwhat?

Me:IneedyoutorestrainNomveloformejust

forawhileuntilI'm donehere

Her:Iam notsupposedtoleaveyou

Me:I'llbefine

Her:Nomveloisnotmyresponsibility..You're

myresponsibility

Me:Justforawhile..Hurryupbecauseshe

mightleave

Iopenedthedoorandthencloseditagain...Me:

Onelastthing..Pleaseshookherabitforme,

forthefactthatsheyelledatme

IopenedthedoorandWalkedout..



_

NOMVELO

Me:I'm leaving

Zeash:Why?Whathappened?

Me:Screwthis!!

Itookmybagandwalkedtothedoor..

Zeash:Nomvelowait!

Thedoorviolentlyclosedonit'sown,Ifreaked

outalittleandsodidZeash.Istretchedmy

handtoopenandassoonasItouchedthe

handleIdon'tknowwhathappened,wasalmost

asiflikethehandlehadanelectricalcharge

becauseitsentmeflyingacrosstheroom andI

cameincontactwiththewallthenfellonthe

floor,IswearthatIsawwhatlookedlikeagiant

angelwithaswordstandingatthedoorbeforeI

blackedout..

Zeash:Nomvelo!!!!



.

Tobecontinued
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SNAZO

Iwasabletogettoalotofpatientsinashort

periodoftime,somedidn'tneedtobeprayed

fortheyjustneededatouchofheaven.During

myminorbreaksIrealizedthatIhadafew

missedcallsfrom Dawn'soffice,Icalledback

butnoonepickedupsoIjustletthesituation

be.ThenextstopwasattheTBward,rightat

theentranceitwaswrittenthatnooneis

allowedinsidewithoutputtingonamaskwhich

youwillgetattheNursesstation.Wemadeour

wayinandasalwayswhenthechiefofsurgeon

andBishopMcCarthywenttoexplaintothe

NurseswhatwewereheretodoImademyway

in,Ididn'tgetthatfaruntiltheNursecalledout..

Her:I'm sorrySiryoucan'tgoinwithoutamask



Ismiledather..

Me:ThankyouverymuchbutI'llbefine

Her:Unfortunatelyit'scompulsoryifyourefuse

towearonethenIwon'tbeabletoletyouin

Iwalkeduptoherandgentlypulledheronthe

side..

Me:Idon'tneedone

Shelookedyoung,Ithinkithasn'tbeenlong

sinceshestartedworking.Shelookslikeshe's

freshfrom school..

Her:WedogetPastorsandProphetswho

cometoprayforourpatientsallthetimeand

theyputonthemaskstoo

Me:Idon'tthinkyouunderstand,ifIputonthe

maskthenwhatI'm hereforwon'tbeachieved.

Nopatientwillbelieveinmywordsnorthe

healingtheysupposedtoreceiveifIweara

mask,itwillseem likeIalsodon'tbelieveinthe



onewhosentme

Shekeptquiet...

Me:IunderstandthatyoudoingyourjobandI

respectthatbutIreallydon'tneedthemask

AnotherNursewalkedupus..

Her:It'sokaySiryoucangoahead

Ilookedatbothofthem..

Me:Thankyou

Iturnedandthenmademywaytothepatients.

IwasinthemalesectionofthewardandIwas

walkingwhilescanningeverypatient.Inoticed

onepatientinparticular,hewastheonlyone

whohadamaskonandImademywaytohim..

Me:Goodday

Henoddedastoreplytomygreeting..

Me:MayI?

Ireachedforthemaskandheheldmyhand..



Me:It'sokay

Itookthemaskoff..

Me:Howareyou?

Hecoughed..

Him:I'm wellthankyou

Me:Youdon'thaveTBnowdoyou?

Him:NoSir..Ihavelungcancer.Oneofmy

lungshascollapsedandtheotheroneisabout

tocollapsetoo,unfortunatelyDoctorscan'thelp

Ionlyhavemonthstolive.

Hechuckled..

Him:I'm dyingastupiddeath..I'm aheavy

smokerIshould'vestoppedtheminuteIfound

outthatmyotherlunghadcollapsed

Me:Andyoustillsmokingaren'tyou?

Him:OnlybecauseIheardI'm dyinginamonths

timesoletmediebymyownswordthough



Nursesdon'tknowthatIsmoke

Ipulledthechairandsatdown..

Me:Youateacher,youteachatsome

secondaryschoolam Iright?Youtakeyourjob

seriouslyandyourstudentsadmireyouvery

muchandsinceyouhavebeenattheschool,

matricstudentsarenowacingthesubjectyou

teachwhichisMathematics

Helookedabitsurprised..

Him:Yesthat'strue

Me:Notonlythatbutyoustartedaprogram for

allthosenaughtystudentswhoattackteachers,

byorganizingatripforthem tothenearest

prisonandhavingthem knowthatiftheydon't

changethat'swherethey'llendup

Him:Yes..Howdoyouknow?Doesanyone

from yourhousegototheschoolwhereIteach?

Me:NoSir..Ialsoknowthatyou'reabread



winnerathome.Youandyourwifeonlyhave

onechildbutwhenhersisterpassedonyears

agofrom Aidsyouandyourwifetookinher3

kidssincenooneinyourwife'sfamilywanted

totakethem.Bythenyourwifewasn'tworking,

youweretheonlyoneworkingandyoursalary

wasn'tenoughtocaterto4kidsbutyoutried

yourbest.Unfortunatelyyoulostyouronlychild

hewasgunneddownandthenyoubroughtthe

other3verymuchclosetoyourheart,since

yourwifecouldn'tconvinceanymore.Oneof

them isatatertiarylevelnow,oneofthem is

doingmatricandtheyoungestisstillinprimary

Him:Whoareyou?Howdoyouknowsoomuch?

Me:mynameisSnazoandIknowthatyounot

thatmuchofaspiritualmanbutGod

rememberedyoutodaysir.Yourwifestillneeds

youandthekidsneedyoutoo

Him:Huh?



Me:Intheworldthatweliveinnowsome

orphansarebeingmistreated.Mostpeopletake

them inonlytoabusethem ortogainfinancially

from them butyouSir,youoneofafewpeople

whocaredforthem andgavethem agoodlife.

Notonlydidyoudoagooddeedbutyou

touchedGod'sheart,andnowheavenis

showingfavouruntoyou

Hejustcouldn'tbelievewhatIwassayingto

him..

Him:Youaredoingagoodjobbothatschool

andathome,becauseyourselflessdeedthat's

whyGodisgivingyouasecondchance.Itisnot

yourtimeasyet

Istoodupandputmyhandonhischest..

Me:Recieveyourhealingtodaythroughthe

touchofheaven.Youhavebeengivenasecond

chanceinlife,useitwiselyandcompletelystop

smoking



Iremovedmyhand..

Me:Mayyoucontinuebeingblessed

Hewasspeechless,didn'tknowhowtoreact

norwhattosay.Mostpeopledon'tknowthat

theirheartsiswhatconnectsthem toheaven

sometimes,Goddoesn'thaveaneyeofa

humanbeing.Hedoesn'tlookattheoutward

appearancebuthelooksattheheart,whatever

happenskeepthyheartpureatalltimes.Onmy

wayouttogetfreshairwhilstBishopMcCarthy

blessedthewholewardwithprayer,Isaw

Helenastandingatsomedoorshesignaledthat

IshouldcomeandIwentinthere.Itwaslikea

storeroom,alotofthingswerekeptthere..

Her:Wehaveaproblem

Me:Problem?

Her:Nomveloisatthehospital

Me:What?



Her:WhenyouaskedmetogoanddistractherI

sentUri

Me:YousentawarriorAngeltomywife?I

meanmyfuturewife?

Her:Yousaidtoshakeherabit

Me:Yesshakeherabitnotsendhertothe

damnhospital!!

"Beloved.."

Iclosedmyeyesandregainedmycomposure..

Me:WhatdidUrido?

Her:HepushedherabitandIopenedher

spiritualeyessothatshecouldseehim,I

thoughtthatwouldshakeherupmore

Me:DammitHelena!!

"Belovedyoustillunderministry"

Me:She'ssupposedtohavedinnerwithus

tonightwhatam IgoingtotellmyMom?Isent



anAngeltoattackmy..ToattackNomvelo?

Her:Iwasonlyfollowingorders

Me:Howisshe?

Her:Idon'tknow

Me:Letmethinkforasecond

"Beloved.."

Theholyspiritjustmadecontactattheright

time,maybejustmaybethiscanbesorted..

"BelovedIwillnotengagemyselfinasituation

thatIwasn'tconsultedwith,youcannotusea

warriorAngelforpersonalgain.Awarrior

Angel'stouchtoahumanbeingcanbedeadly,

theywerespecificallycreatedtofighteviland

theenemy"

Humblingmyselfandapologizingforthat

stupidactwastheonlythinginmymindright

now..

"Allinallshewillbeokayherbeingatthe



hospitalwillgainyoutimetocompletewhat

youherefor,shewillbefine"

Me:Thankyou

"Helenawillgoanderasehermemoryofseeing

Uriandwhathappened,inthemeantimewe

havemoreworktodoBeloved"

IlookedatHelena..

Me:Ifyoudomorethanwhatyourequiredtodo

Isw-

"Beloveddon'tuseGod'snameinvain.."

Me:Wewillcontinuethisdiscussionlater

Iwalkedout,Ican'tbelieveHelenadidthat..

_

NOMVELO

Myarm wasextremelypainfulandswollen,Ifelt

painwhenItriedtomoveitansurprisinglyIhad

thisweirdcolournow.Idon'tknowwhat



happened,allIknowisthatIwokeupatthe

hospitalwithaswollenandpainfularm.Zeash

wasstandingnexttome.

Nurse:There...

Me:It'sstillpainful(crying)

Zeash:Whyhasitchangedcolour?

Nurse:It'sHematomahastodowithtrauma,

it'snothingtooserious..Exactlywhathappened?

Me:Idon'tknow..

IlookedatZeash..

Zeash:Shefell

TheDrwalkedin..

Him:HelloIam DrChauke

Zeashgreetedhim back..

Nurse:Patient'snameisNomvelo,Nomvelo

Ngcoboshe's22yearsoldandpresentedwitha

bruisedarm



Hecameandlookedatmyarm..

Him:Whathappenedhere?

HesqueezedabitandIfeltexcruciatingpain

Nurse:Hematoma,Ithinkit'straumafrom an

injury.Itissaidthatthepatientfell

TheDrshookhishead..

Dr:Nothisisalargepetechiae,seemslikea

bloodvesselrupturedhencesoomuchinternal

bleedinginthisareaandthereasonwhyshe's

feelingsoomuchpain.DoanXrayandlet'ssee

howmuchdamageisdonebutthepatientwill

definitelyneedasmallsurgery

Me:Surgery?

Him:Everythingisgoingtobeokaydon'tworry,

it'sjustaminorsurgerytorepairthedamage.

It'sreallynothingtoworryabout,Imustsay

thoughthatitwasaprettybadfall

IlookedatZeash..



Me:DidyoucallSnazo?

Her:Yesvoicemail

Dr:WhenyoudonewiththeXraycomeand

showmeandwe'lltakeitfrom there

Nurse:YesDoc

Hesmiledandwalkedout..

Me:OhhmywordwhathappenedtomeZeash??

(Crying)

Zeash:Don'tworrytheDrsaidyougoingtobe

fine

Nurse:Youreallyhavenothingtoworryabout

Me:Ifyoucan'tgetaholdofNazopleasecall

mycousinandtellherwhat'shappeningher

numberis0834732285,hernameisNkuli

pleasetellhertocomeover

Zeash:OkayI'lldothat

Nurse:Come..Let'sgoanddotheXray



Shehelpedmetodownfrom thebed..

_

NOMSA

Iwasdefeated,verydefeatedthatMaNgcobo

didn'twanttohearanythingfrom me.Onthe

otherhandIdidexpectthisfrom her,afterall

shehasneverlikedmenotevenwhenJJandI

werestillmarried.MyMom walkedinandfound

mecrying.Shesatnexttomeonthebed..

Her:Nomsabehonestwithmeplease,whyis

allofthishappeningtoyou?Therehastobe

somethingthatyoudidforallofthistobe

happeningtoyou

Iwipedmytears..

Her:Icannothelpyouifyoudon'ttalktome

Me:Why?Sothatyoucanjudgeme?

Her:That'swhatyouthinkI'vebeendoing?

(Silence)



Her:Everythingcanbefixed,nothingistoohard

forGod

Me:IdidwhatyousaidIshoulddobut

MaNgcobohatesme,shedoesn'twanttohear

meout

Her:AttimeswehurtPeoplesomuchthat

"sorry"cannotrepairthedamagethatwasdone

butthensometimesacknowledgingyour

wrongdoingsandaskingforforgivenessisall

thatyoucanoffer,ifyousincerelysorryit

doesn'tmatterifyouroffenderforgivesyouor

notbutGodseesdeepdownyourheartthatyou

sincerelysorry.Giveittimeandgivethem time

PraytoGodthattheyforgiveyouandthenstart

over,youwillseeeverythingwillfallintoplace.

Konkekuzodlula(Thistooshallpass)

_

SNAZO

Wetookabreakanddrovetotowntoget



somethingtoeat,itfeelsgooddeepdown

knowingthatI'm makingadifferenceinother

people'slives.ItookoutmyphoneandIhad

missedcallsfrom anumberthatIdidn'tknow,I

called..

Zeash:Snazohello

Me:Zeash?

Her:YesIcalledyouwiththelandlinephoneat

workearlierandyouweren'tpickingup

Me:Iwasbusy..What'shappening?

Her:Nomveloisatthehospital,shehurther

arm reallybadandnowtheyhavetooperate

Me:Operate?Howbadisit?

Her:WewaitingfortheXraysothattheDrcan

lookatit

Me:WhereisNomvelo?

Her:Holdonabit



(After10seconds)

Velo:Hello

Me:Heysweethearthowareyou?

Velo:Ihurtmyarm and................(Crying)

AllIheardwas"Ihurtmyarm and"Icouldn't

heartherestcauseshestartedcrying..

Me:Calm downIcan'thearyou

Shecontinuedcrying..

Me:Calm downabitI'm sureit'snotthatbad

doll

Her:I'm inalotofpainNazo..(Crying)

Me:IknowandI'm sorrybutyou'llbefine

Her:ButIdon'twanttobeoperated(Crying)

Me:IftheDrsaysyouneedonethenyouhave

toallowthem tooperateyou,I'llmakesurethat

I'm thefirstpersonyougoingtoseeafterthe

operation



Her:Youpromise?

Me:Ipromise...GiveZeashthephonesoshe

canupdatemebecauseit'sabitdifficult

communicatingwithyouwhenyoucryingthis

much

ShegaveZeashthephone..

Zeash:Hello?

Me:Whenisshegoingunder?

Zeash:I'm notsureandI'vebeentryingtocall

DawnIthinkhe'sbusy..SnazoIneedtogoback

toworkthere'snoonethere

Me:Okaytextmethenameofthehospitaland

I'llseewhatIcando,I'llprobablysendmy

Motherthere

Zeash:Okay..

Me:Justdon'tgoasyetuntilshegetsthere

Zeash:Alright



Iputmyphoneonthetable..

Bishop:Everythingokay?

Me:NomveloisinHospital

Him:Whathappened?

Me:It'sabitofalongstory..

Him:Sowhatyougoingtodo?Youwannagoto

thehospital?

Me:I'llcallmyMom togothereandwhenI'm

donewiththeremainingpatientsI'llgo

Him:Ihopeit'snotsomethingserious

Me:Metoo

Helenamessedupbigtime..

_

NOMVELO

IscareeasilysotohearthatIneededsurgery

wasscarytome.Iwasnowinahospitalgown

andwewerewaitingfortheDrtocomelookat



myXrayandthenhearfrom him what'sgoingto

happennext,TheNursesaidthatImightnotbe

abletogohometodaybecauseofthesurgery..

Zeash:Howareyou?

Ishruggedmyshoulders..

Her:Ihavetogo

Me:Go?Nowhoisgoingtobeherewithme

Her:Igotaholdofyourcousinshe'sonherway,

I'llleavewhenshegetshereandIthinkSnazois

alsosendingsomeoneover

Thatwasabitofarelieftoo..

Me:Okay

Shesatdown..

Me:Zeashwhatreallyhappened?

Her:Idon'tknowtooVelo,whathappenedwas

verystrange

Ihadnomemoryofwhathappenedtome



.

Tobecontinued
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NKULI

IwassupposedtohavearrivedattheHospital

aboutanhouragoorsobutmyGrandmother

wantedtotagalongtooandshepassedby

somewherefirstbeforewecouldgotothe

hospital.Thegirlwhocalledmetoldme

somethingaboutVelofallingatworkand

hurtingherarm reallybad,Itwasaconfusing

storysoIhopethatshewillexplainfurther

whenwegetthere.Iam worriedaboutNomvelo,

mycousinhasbeenthroughalotanditseems

likemoreandmorebadthingsarestill

happeningtoher.Whenshegetsdischargedwe

shoulddoaceremonyforherbecauseseriously,

thisisnotnormal.WearrivedattheHospital

andmadeourwayin,wedidn'tknowweretogo



sowemadeourwaytothereception..

Me:Hello

Thereceptionistlookedatus..

Me:Weheretoseemycousin,hernameis

NomveloNgcobo.Ibelieveshewasbroughtin

thismorning,shehadaninjuredarm or

somethinglikethat

Her:Okaygivemeafewminutestocheck

WewaitedforhertocheckandthenIranmy

eyesarounduntilIsawafamiliarfacesittingat

thewaitingarea,itwasGugu...

Me:I'm coming

Iwalkeduptoher..

Me:Gugu?

Shemovedhereyesfrom herphoneandlooked

atme..

Her:Nkuli



Shestoodupandwehugged..

Me:Hi..Uhm wowit'sbeenawhile

Her:it'sbeenawhileindeed,howareyou?You

lookgreatbytheway

Me:I'm goodandthankyouverymuch

Wesatdown..

Me:Youheretoseesomeone?

Her:YesI'm heretoseeNomvelo

Me:Really?

MyGrandmothermadeherwaytous..

Gugu:Yes..Snazocalledmeandtoldmethat

VelowasbroughtinthismorningsoIhadto

comebecausethegirlwhobroughtherinhad

togobacktowork

Grams:Gugukunjani?(howareyou)

Gugu:NgiyaphilaMaNgcobowenaunjani?(Iam

wellandhowareyou)



Shesatdownontheotherside,Guguwasinthe

middle..

Me:uGugunayeuzekuVelo(Guguishereto

seeVelo)

Grams:Bathiunjani?(howisshe)

Gugu:TheDrsaidshe'sgoingtobefineshe

justneedsaminoroperationonherarm sinceit

isbadlyhurt

Grams:Kahlekahlekwenzakaleni?(what

happened)

Gugu:Theladysaidsheslippedandfellthen

hurtherarm

Me:Bekadakiwe?(wasshedrunk)

Gugugavemeaweirdlook..

Gugu:NoIsawherbeforetheoperationshe

wasn'tdrunk,she'sfine

Nkuli:uNomvelounamabhadistraight(Nomvelo

hasbadluck)



Grams:Nkuli!!!

Ikeptquiet..

Grams:I'm justgladshe'sokayeishVelowam'

bantu

Gugu:I'm goingtogetwater..MaNgcobowould

youlikesome?

Grams:Yes

Me:Iwouldlikesometoo

Gugu:whathappenedtoyourlegs?I'm only

gettingMaNgcobongobaumuntuomdala(I'm

onlygettingforMaNgcobobecauseshe'sold)

Shestoodupandwalkedaway..

Grams:Kantiyiningawe?(What'swrongwith

you)

Iturnedandlookedather..

Me:Kokovelewhat'shappeningbetween

NomveloandSnazo?Bayajolayini?(arethey



dating)

Grams:HaiboIam notwithVeloallthetimeI

don'tknowwhosheisdating,andwedon'ttalk

aboutsuch

Me:Soyoufindeverythingthat'shappening

okay?ForthefactthatGuguishere,itmeans

thatthere'ssomethinghappeningbetween

them.Whywouldshebehere?

Her:Yey!Nkulinomabayajolainkingaikuphi?

(Eveniftheydatingwhereistheproblem)

Me:It'snotrightwhatVeloisdoing,it'snotright

thatshe'sfoolingaroundwithmyex!

Her:Whydoyoucare?YouandSnazoareno

longerdating!PlusIwouldn'tmindiftheydate

becausehereallycaresaboutherandNomvelo

seemstobecomfortablewithhim bukamanje

heevengotherajob

Me:It'snotrightKoko..Minamyfeelingsdon't

matter?Everytimeyoualwaysdefendingher



Her:Youstillinlovewithhim?

Me:OfcourseIam..NazoandIdidn'treally

breakuphejustwenttojailandIgaveup

waitingforhim,plusNomveloiswaytooyoung

forhim!Shewon'thandleNazosheisnot

womanenoughforhim!

Her:Hehaschanged,heisnolongerthatthat

oldNazothatyouonceknew

Gugucameback..

Gugu:HereyougoMaNgcobo

Grams:Thankyou

Iseriouslycouldn'tbelievethis,Nomveloand

Snazo??

_

SNAZO

Ithoughtthatwewerenevergoingtofinishbut

wedid,itwasindeedalongandtiringday.We

finishedataround15:00,nowitwastimefor



metogoandseeVeloafterdroppingoffBishop

McCarthyathisplace.Ireallyhavetobethere

whenshewakesuporelseI'm notgoingto

heartheendofit..

OnmywaytothehospitalIreceivedacallfrom

Shine..

Me:Shine

Him:Snazofede?(howareyou)

Me:Ngigrandwena?(I'm goodandyou)

Him:NgisharpNtwana(I'm good)

It'sbeenawhilesinceIlastspoketohim..

Him:Cavakhonaamaphephanyanathatyou

havetosign(There'spapersthatyouhaveto

sign)

Me:Now?

Him:Yakuyaphuthuma(yesit'sanemergency)

Iexhaled..



Him:Sharpngiyazwakala(I'm onmyway)

Thingsarebecomingabitdifficultformenow,

jugglingeverythingatonceisbecomingabit

toomuch..

_

NOMVELO

ItseemslikeIwasscaredfornothingbecause

theoperationwasasuccessanditwasaminor

incision,thoughmywholearm wasnumb.I

couldn'tfeelanythingandIwasabitdrowsy.I

wasn'tputundergeneralAnaesthia,theydid

somethingcalledRegionalAnaesthiawhere

theynumbthatareathatneedstobeoperated

bydoinganerveblock.SeeingthatIwasscared

theysedatedmesothattheycouldwork

efficiently,andfinishinduetime.Theswelling

hasn'tgonedownandthepetechiaewasstill

theretooIhopeIdorecoversoon,thankGodit

ismynonedominantarm.Iwouldbeworriedif



itwasmyrightarm..

Dr:Canyoufeelthat?

Me:No

Hewaspokingmyarm withapen..

Him:WewillseewhentheAnaesthiawearsoff

MyGrandmotherwalkedin,shewaswithNkuli

andGugu..

Gugu:Theresheis

Iwascompletelyoutofit,Ijustwantedtorest

somemore..

Theywereevenscaredtohugme..

Gugu:Howareyoufeeling?

Me:Tired

Dr:ThesurgerywentwellIwouldliketokeep

herherefortwomoredaysjustupuntilshe

getssensationonherarm

Grams:Yourarm looksbad..Isitpainful?



Me:Ican'tfeelanything

Gugubrushedmyhairback..

Gugu:Youevenlooktired

Me:Iam..Justabit

Dr:Pleasedon'ttirehersomemore,after

10mim Iwanttoseeherresting

Hewalkedout..

Gugu:Whathappened?Nazosaidyoufell

Me:Iam notreallysure..That'swhatZeash

saidtoothatIfellandblackedout

Nkuli:Whereyoudrunk?

Ilookedather..

Me:NoIwasn'tdrunk

Grams:Nkuliawumekancane..(Nkuliwaita

minute)

Gugu:Ibroughtyousomethingtoeat,doyou

wanttoeat?



Me:Notnow

Shekissedmeonthecheek..

Gugu:Aghshamebantu..YoudidgreatI'm

proudofyou

Shekissedmeonthecheekagain..

Gugu:Maybeweshouldgosothatyoucanrest

Me:Iam scaredofHospitals,canoneofyou

stay?

Nkuli:I'llstay

Gugulookedatme..

Me:It'sokay

Grams:Manjeminangizohanjiswaubani?(who

willdriveme)

Gugu:I'llgiveyoualift

Me:Youdrive?

Gugu:YesI..I'm usingNiso'scar



Inodded..

Gugu:I'llseeyoutomorrowangithi?

Me:Okay

Gugu:Getsomewelldeservedrest

Grams:UbengconoyevaVelo?(getwell)

Me:Iwillduchess

GugulookedatNkuli..

Gugu:Makesurethatsheeats..Iboughther

someburgerandchips

Nkuli:Iwill

Guguhuggedme..

Gugu:Byebaby..Seeyoutomorrow

Me:Bye

Gugu:Iloveyou

Guguhadaproblem withmeintheearlydays

ofmyrelationshipwithNiso,halfwaythrough



shewarmeduptomeandwebecamegood

people.Nowshe'sbeingwaytooniceandit's

makingmeveryuncomfortable..

Grams:ByeVelo..I'llseeyoutomorrow

Me:ByeDuchess

Theywalkedtothedoor..

Grams:UnayonjeneLicenseGugu(doyou

evenhavealicense)

Gugu:AsambeMaNgcobonomaufuna

ukugibelaiTaxiyini?(Let'sgoordoyouwantto

catchacab)

Grams:I'm onlyaskingbecauseIneverheard

thatyouwenttoadrivingschool

Ilaughedattheirpettyargument..

Nkuliwasbeingsomehow,Iwassensingan

attitudefrom her..

Her:Doyouwanttoeat?



Me:Notnow..Maybelater

Her:Okay

Me:Thankyouforcoming

Her:Wefamily

Ismiled..

Her:GetsomerestI'llbeback..I'm goingoutfor

asmoke

Me:Okay

Shetookoutapackofcigarettesfrom herbag

andalighterthenshewalkedout..

_

NOMSA

IcalledDangertocomesothatwecantalkand

honestlyspeakingIdidn'teventhinkthathe

wasgoingtoshowupbuthedid..

Me:Thankyouforcoming..Wouldyoulike

somethingtodrink?



Him:No..Idon'thaveallday..Ungibizeleni?

(whydidyoucallmehere)

Me:DangerIwanttotalktoNomvelo

Danger:Aboutwhat?

Me:Ijust..PleaseIwanttotalktoher,Iwentto

MaNgcoboandsheslammedtheatmyface

Him:Whatwereyouexpecting?

Me:IknowthatwhatIdidcausedtheNgcobo

familyalotofpainespeciallyNomveloand

MaNgcobo,Iwouldn'thavecalledyouifthis

wasnotimportant.PleaseDangerIneedtotalk

toNomvelo

Helookedatme..

Me:Please

Him:I'llseewhatIcando

Me:Thankyou

Him:I'm notpromisingyouanythingthough



Me:Iunderstandandthankyou..Thankyou

verymuch

_

NOMVELO

Itriedtosleepbutitwasdifficult,Iwouldclose

myeyesforawhileandthenopenthem again.

Somethingabouthospitalsthatcreepsmeout,

beingaloneinthewardmademattersworse.I

closedmyeyesagainthistimeforlongerthan

thelasttimeandwhenIfeltlikenowIwas

goingtofallasleepIopenedthem again,this

timearoundNazowasstandingatthedoorand

starringatme..

Hewasholdingasmallwhiteteddybear,he

waveditaround..

Him:Icomeinpeace

Hemadehiswayin..

Me:Yousaidthatyourfacewasthefirstthing



thatIwasgoingtoseewhenIwasdonewith

theoperation

Him:Lookatyou..Youlookdrained,wasthe

operationnecessary?Shouldwesuethe

hospital?Whatifitwasaminorbruise?

Hewastryingtobeextraasalwaysandshift

myattentionfrom beingupsetthathedidn't

keephispromise..

Me:Yousaidthatyourfacewasthefirstthing

thatIwasgoingtosee

Heputtheteddybearaway..

Him:IknowNana..UnfortunatelyIgotheldup

somewherebutatleastI'm herenow

Me:Whateveryouweredoingwasmore

importantthanyoukeepingyourpromise?

Heraisedoneofhiseyebrows..

Him:I'm sorryMrsButheleziIdidn'tknowthat

weweremarriedforyoutobeonmythroatlike



this

Ikeptquiet..

Hesighed..

Him:I'm sorrythatIdidn'tkeepmypromiseke,

arewecoolnow?

Ishruggedmyshoulders..

Heleanedoverandkissedmeonmyneck..

Him:EvenifIdothis?

Me:Stopit

Hegentlysuckedmyneckwhichwasabit

ticklish,Ilaughed..

Me:StopitNazo

HecontinuedandIwasjustlaughing,untilwe

heardsomeonecoughing.Hestopped,itwas

Nkuli.Ifeltverysomehow..

Shemadeherwayinwhileholdingsomepaper..

Her:Snazo



Nazo:Nkuli

Shehandedmethepaper..

Her:Yourhospitalbill

Itookitandlookedatit..

Me:R7000?

Her:Thenexttwodaysarealsoincluded..What

didyouexpect?It'saprivatehospitaltheywill

chargeyouforalmosteverything.Thefood,the

treatment,thewateryougoingtousewhenyou

showerthat'sevennothingfora3daysstay

includingtheoperation

Ilookedatthepaperagain..

Her:Sowhatyougoingtodo?Duchesswon't

beabletopayandIdon'tseeyouearningthat

muchunlessDangerhas7000justlyingaround

Iwasexhausted..Ididn'tneedthis..

Nazo:I'llsettlethebillfirstthingtomorrow

morning



Nkuli:Ofcourseyouwillsettlethebillwhydidn't

Ieventhinkofthat

Nazo:ukhulumanam'kanjalo?(areyoutalking

tomelikethat)

Me:Nazoyoudon'thavetoo

Him:Iwanttoo,letmehandlethebillandyou

focusongettingbetter

Nkuli:WellthenIprobablyshouldgo..I'llsee

youwhenyougetdischarged

Me:Youwon'tcometomorrow?

Her:Doyoureallyneedme?

Me:Comeon..

Her:FineI'llcomewithDuchess

Me:Thankyou

ShegaveNazoaverynastylook,shethentook

herbagandwalkedout..

Nazo:Pettyasalways!



Ilookedathim...

Him:Wasexpectedfrom her

Me:Doyouthinkshe'supsetbecauseofwhat

shesaw?

Hetookthepaperandlookedatit..

Him:Idon'treallycareNomveloifshe'supset

ornot,itwon'tchangeanything

Icouldn'thelpmyselfIfoundmyselflaughing.

ForgothowarroganttheButheleziboysare..

Him:Comeongetsomerest

Me:CanyoustayforawhileupuntilIfallasleep?

Him:I'llstay

Hesatattheedgeofthebedandhelookedat

me..

Me:Can'tyoufindsomethingtodothan

starringatme?

Him:WhatcanIdo?



Me:Idon'tknowreadamagazine,playwith

yourphonejustfindsomething

Hechuckled..

Him:Ihaveabetteridea

Me:Whatisthat?

Hetookoffhisshoesandthencametheother

wayaroundandgotinbedwithme,Ishifteda

bittogivehim somespace.Ilaidmyheadon

hischest..

Him:Nowyoucantryandfallasleep

Iclosedmyeyes..

Him:Wait..Givemeakiss

Iraisedmyheadandlookedathim..

Him:What?

Me:Youveryweird

Him:Ididn'thearyousayNo

Hekissedme,wekissedforawhilethatIeven



forgotwewerelayinginahospitalbed.

Itwasatenseandyetaverypassionate

moment.Ibrokethekissandstillcloselikethat

Istaredathislips,heranhisthumbonmy

lowerlip.Thiswassoowrongbutsomehowit's

likewegettingverymuchdrawntoeachother.

Apartofmewasembracingthemomentand

anotherpartofmefeltlikeIwasbetrayingNiso,

butIjustcouldn'tstopmyselffrom fallingfor

Nazo.Am Ireallyfallingforhim?IthinkIam

anditseemsI'm fallingforhim veryhard..

_

NKULI

Ididn'treallygoIhungaroundalittleinthe

corridorjustobservingthem throughthe

windowthewholetime,andseeingthem all

cosylikethatandkissingconfirmedeverything.

Atearescapedmyeye,Ican'tbelieveSnazo

wouldbegothatlowastogettingbackatme



withmyowncousin!IknowthatI'vehurthim

buthehasnorighttodomelikethis..

.

Tobecontinued
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SNAZO

TodayIdidn'thaveanythingtodootherthan

goingdowntothecompanyandseehow

everythingisgoingthengoandsettle

Nomvelo'sHospitalbill.Ievenwokeupabit

latetoday,Ineededtherest.Iwasatthe

kitchenonmylaptopbusycheckinghowthe

websiteisgoingforourcompanyandif

everythingisstillgoingsmooth,thebusinessis

boomingthatnowweneedtohiremorepeople.

TomorrowI'llbeputtingoutposts,weneedto

hireatleast3morepeoplewithorwithout

experience...

Her:ThepackagewassentSir,hereisyour



referencenumber"N0082561"

Me:Thankyouverymuch

Her:HaveagooddaySir

Me:Youtoo

IsentNomveloalittlegiftatthehospital,Ihope

shewillloveit.Guguwalkedin..

Her:Goodmorning

Me:Morning

Her:Haveyouseenmycarkeys?

Ilookedaroundatthecounterandtheywere

layingnexttothebreadtin,Itookthem..

Me:Here

Ididn'treallylookherwhenshewalkedin,Ionly

managedtolookatherwhenIwasaboutto

giveherthecarkeys..

Her:Thankyou

Iretractedmyhandback..



Me:HoldonMamaBear..Whereareyougoing?

Her:I'm goingtothemalltogetgroceries

Me:Dressedlikethat?

Her:Ididn'tknowitwasasintodressup,Now

givememykeys!

Me:Iam toooldtohaveastepfatheryoudo

knowthatright

Her:Whosaidanythingabout..Yekauk'phapha!

(Stopbeingforward)

Shesnatchedthekeysfrom me..

Her:IfyouboredgoseeNomveloatthe

hospital

Shewalkedtothedoor..

Me:Ihopeyounotgoingtobebringinghim

aroundhere

Her:Stayoutofmybusiness

SheopenedthedoorandIwentbacktowhatI



wasdoing,shedidn'tgooutIheardhertalking

tosomeone.ThenNkuliwalkedin,Iclosedmy

laptop.Sheclosedthedoorandlookedatme..

Me:CanIhelpyou?

Shewalkeduptomeandthensheslappedme,

shetriedtoslapmeagainbutIheldherarm..

Me:Stopit!!

Shemanagedtoescapethattightgripandshe

pickedupanythingthatherhandcouldlandon

andstartedthrowingitatme..

Me:Nkulistopit!!!

Shejustthrewthingsatme..

Her:Youabastard!!!Ihateyou!!!

Iwentuptoherandheldhertight,asshecried..

Her:WhyNazo,whywouldyoudothistome?

(Crying)

ThelasttimeIsawherthisbrokenwaswhenI



gotarrested,thefirsttimeshecametovisitme..

_

NOMVELO

Itwasverydifficulteatingwithonehand,my

otherhandwasstillnumb.Icouldn'tuseit...

Iwaseatingcereal,theyalsobroughtmeafruit

salad,aplainyogurtandorangejuice.

Iwassupposedtohaveeatenthisat7am butI

wokeuplate,andshoweringwasalsoanother

struggle.Icouldn'tgetNazooffmymindand

thebeautifulmomentthatwehadlastnight,I

don'tevenknowatwhattimeheleft.Itwas

goodfallingasleepinhisarms..

TheNursewalkedin..

Her:Youhaveagift

Itwasasmallboxsmallboxthatwaswrapped

insilverandhadawhiteribbon..

Shegavemethebox...



Me:Whoisitfrom?

Her:Ihavenoidea..Itdidn'tcomewithacard

Iunwrappedandopenedit,itwasawedding

gutter..

Nurse:Wowareyougettingmarriedsoon?

Iwasconfusedbutthesmallcardinside

clearedtheconfusion..

"KeepthissafebecauseI'm notgoingtobuy

anotherone

-Snazo"

Shetookthecardandreadit..

Her:Wowmostguyswouldproposewitharing

andhesentyouaweddinggutterIam

impressedheisdifferent

Me:It'sjustapracticaljoke..Nothingserious

Her:Ishetheonethatyouwereallcosyinbed

withlastnight?



Me:Whereyouspyingonus?

Her:Never!..Butheisaneyecandy,heisvery

fineandnowhesendsyouagutterhmmmmm

heisbold!!Ilikethat

Ilookedatthegutter..

Her:Practicephela,showhim thatyouaccept

theproposalandputitonyourthigh

Me:Stopitreallyit'sjustapracticaljoke

nothingmore..Wenotevendating

Her:Tomeitseemslikeyoutwoareina

relationshipandyoujustdon'tknowityet

Thatgotmethinking..

Her:What?Youdon'twanthim?Heismarried?

Me:Noit'snotthat..Justthat..

Her:Justwhat?

Me:Nothing..It'snothing

Shetookthegutterfrom meandlookedatit..



Her:It'sverybeautiful

Me:Iguessso

WhatexactlyisNazoplayingat?Whatdoesthe

guttermean..

_

SNAZO

WhenshehadcalmeddownIlethergo..

Her:Whyareyoudoingthis?Forhowlonghave

youbeensleepingwithmycousin?

Me:I'm notsleepingwithNomvelo

Her:ThenwhatishappeningbecauseIam

confused!

Me:NkuliIdon'thavetoexplainmyselftoyou

Her:Yesyoudo!Couldn'tyoufindanotherway

togetbackatme?MyowncousinSnazo?

Me:Youthinkallofthisisaboutgettingbackat

you?



Shelookedatme..

Me:NkuliifIremembercorrectlyyouleftme!

Youleftmebecauseyoucouldn'twaitandyou

buriedyourselfinguysthathadmoneyandI'm

thebadguy??

Her:Youcouldhaveanygirlthatyouwantwhy

mycousin?Nomveloiswaytooyoungforyou!

Youwhat?28?She's21!She'snotwoman

enoughforyousheisstillachild!

Me:Andyouare?

Her:IloveyouandyesIhaveacceptedthatyou

andIcannotbetogetheranymorebuttogoand

datemycousin?Whynotsomerandom girl!I

don'twannabeslappedinthefacewithyour

perfectlittleromancewithNomvelo,she'smy

cousinandyesshe'salwaysgoingtotalkabout

youandyouexpectmetobeokaywiththat?

ReallyNazo?Ithasn'tevenbeenthatlongsince

Nisopassedonan-



Me:Don'tyoudarebringmyBrotherinto

this!Nkuliwhat'shappeningbetweenMeand

Nomveloisbeyondhumanunderstanding

Her:Sothereissomethinghappeningbetween

youtwo?

Me:Don'tdothis..NotrightnowIthoughtyou

werehappywithyournewlife

Her:Lookmeintheeyerightnowandtellme

thatyoudon'tlovemeanymore

Me:Don't

Shegotveryclose..

Her:Pleasedon'tdothistome

Shewrappedherhandsaroundmyneck..

Her:Please

Shekissedmeandthensheloweredherother

handdownonmycrotchandshesqueezedme..

Her:IstillloveyouandIwantyou



Thedooropened..

Gugu:Ifor-

IpushedNkuliawayfrom me..

Gugu:Iforgotmypurse

Nkuliclearedherthroatandmadeherwayto

thedoor,Guguwasblockingthedoor..

Nkuli:Doyoumind?

IknewdeepdownGuguwantedtostrangleher.

Gugushiftedabitandtrippedheronpurpose..

Gugu:Watchyourstep..Don'tfall

Guguclosedthedoorandlookedatme..

Me:It'snotwhatyouthinkitis

Shelookedatmeandthenhereyeswentdown

onme,shechuckledandthenshookherhead

no.Shewalkedouttothebedroom.

_

NOMVELO



Iwaslostdeepinmythoughtswhileholdingthe

gutter,Imeandefinitelysomethinghasbeen

happeningbetweenmeandNazo.There'sthis

connectionthatIcan'texplainbetweenusand

I'm afraidthatImightbefallingforhim,fallinga

bithard.Ontheotherhandthere'salotto

consider,IstillfeellikeIwillbebetrayingNiso.I

heardaknockatthedoor,itwasZeashand

Dawn.Shewasholdingmybag..

Zeash:There'sourpatient

Ismiledatthem..

Zeashwalkeduptomeandhuggedme..

Zeash:Howareyoufeeling?

Me:Better

Shesnatchedthegutterfrom me..

Dawncametohugmetoo..

Zeash:Isthisaweddinggutter?

Dawn:Howareyoufeeling?Heardwhat



happened..I'm sorry

Me:It'sokayI'llbeokay

Zeashheldthegutteratme..

Dawn:Areyougettingmarriedsoon?

Me:NoSnazosentmethatasapracticaljoke

Zeash:Whosendsagutterasapracticaljoke?

It'slikesendingsomeoneanengagementring

asajoke

Me:Stopaskingalotofquestionsandhelpme

unzipmybag

SheunzippedthebagformeandItookoutmy

phone..

Me:Puthisnumberforme

Shelookedatme..

Me:Iwannaaskaboutthegutterstopbeing

forward

Dawn:Theygoingtodischargeyouwhen?



Me:Aftertwodays

Dawn:Howisyourarm?

Me:It'sstillnumb

Dawn:That'sstrange..Wasn'ttheoperation

yesterday?

Itwas..

Zeash:Here

Me:Thankyou

Isenthim atext:

"Agutter?

-Nomvelo"

Dawn:Andyourarm isstillnumb?

Me:ShouldIbeworried

Helookedatit..

Him:Wellwewillhearfrom theDr

Snazorepliedtomytext:



"Areyousmiling?"

Iliterallysmiledatthattext...

Irepliedback..

"I'm confused"

Zeash:Andnow?

Shetookmyphonefrom me..

Me:Zeash!!

Zeash:AreyouandSnazodating?

Me:Youtooforward

Zeash:ThePreacher'swife!!Hmmmmm girlare

youreadytobeaPreacher'swife?

Dawn:Zeash!

Me:Whatareyoutalkingabout?

Herfacialexpressionchanged..

Zeash:I..DidIsaysomethingwrong?

Me:WhatdoyoumeanPreacher'swife?



Shekeptquiet..

Me:Nazoisapreacher?

Zeash:Ithoughtyouknew

Myphonebeepedindicatingthatatextcame

through,Zeashgaveittome.ItwasNazo:

"I'llunconfuseyouwhenIgetthere"

Iputthephonenexttome..

Zeash:Ithoughtyouknew..I'm sorry

ShelookedatDawn..

Zeash:Ithoughtsheknew

.
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Everythingwasveryconfusing,DawnandZeash



leftmeveryconfused.Snazowalkedinaftera

while,todayhewasincasualwearandhehad

hishaton.EverytimewhenIseehim Iget

butterfliesinmytummy,hispresenceisvery

soothing.Hepulledthechairandsatdown..

Him:Howareyoufeelingtoday?

Me:I'm tiredoflayinginbedanddoingnothing,

juststarringatthewallmostofthetimeand

thinking.It'sveryboringIjustwannagohome

Him:Youwillgohome

Heisusuallyveryextrabuttodayhewasvery

reversedwhichisnotlikehim,itwasmorelike

somethingwasbotheringhim..

Me:Areyouokay?

Heplayedwithmyfingers..

Him:DawntoldmewhatZeashsaidtoyou

Me:I'm confused..Whatisgoingon?Shesaid

youapreacher



Him:That'snotentirelywhoIam

Me:Idon'tunderstand

Him:Iam..

Iwaitedforhim tofindthestrengthtotellme

Him:IthinkitwillbebetterifIshowyou

Hestartedpokingmyarm..

Him:Doyoufeelanything?

Me:No

Herubbedhishandstogetherandthenplaced

them onmysmallarm,helookedatme..

Him:Canyoufeelthat?

Me:Feelwhat?

Him:Wait

IwaitedandafterafewsecondsIfeltthe

warmthofhishands..

Me:How?..Howdidyoudothat?



Ithenfeltatinglingsensation.Hegently

squeezedmyarm andIfeltit,mysensation

wasstartingtocomebacktome..

Me:Howdidyoudothat?

Hemovedhisarms..

Him:Trytomoveyourarm

Itriedmovingitanditmovedthoughitwas

tremblingabitbutIcouldmoveit,Icouldeven

movemyfingers..

Him:ThisiswhoIam

Ilookedthim dumbfounded..

Him:Iam actuallyahealer,Ihealwithwords

andwiththetouchofmyhands

Ididn'tknowwhattosay..

Him:It'sagiftthathasbeenpassedonfrom

generations,myGrandmotherhaditand

betweenmeandNisooneofushadtogetit.It

wasMe,Igotthegift



IwantedtosaysomethingbutIdidn'tknow

whattosay..

Him:Iunderstandifyouspeechless,it'salotto

takein

Heheldmyhand..

Him:Ineveraskedforthisandatfirstitwas

difficulttoaccept.VeloallthatIhaveknown

wasthelifeofcrimeandhustling,thatwaswho

Iam butfatehaditotherwise.Iam currently

happywithwhoIam rightnowanditwould

meanalottomeifyoucouldbeapartofmy

life,Iknowforafactthatyoufeelthesameway

thatIdo.It'snotgoingtobeaneasyroadand

I'm notgoingtouseanytacticstogetyoutobe

withme,Iwantittocomefrom you.AllthatI'm

tryingtosayisthatIthinkIloveyouNomvelo

Ngcobo.Itwouldmeanalottomeifyoucould

agreetomarryme

Helookedatthegutter..



Him:That'swhyIsentyouthis

Hetookitandgaveittome..

Him:Youcankeepituntilyouhavemadea

decision,youdon'thavetomakethedecision

nowyoucanthinkaboutit

Hestoodup..

Him:Iwillgiveyousomespaceupuntilyou

haveananswerforme

Hekissedmeonmyforehead..

Him:Isettledyourhospitalbillbythewayand

youwillstillhaveajobatDawn'sstudiothough

Iwillnolongerbedrivingyou,I'llaskafriendof

minetodriveyou

Hekissedmeagainbutthistimeonthelips..

Him:Getwell

Hethenleft.Ialwayshaveananswerto

everythingbutthis,Isearcheddeeperforan

answerbutIcamebackwithnothing..



_

MANTWA

Me:Room number3B,hereareyourkeysand

pleaseenjoyyourstay

Customer:Thankyouverymuch

Igotanewjobatsomefancyhotel,Patelknew

someonewhoknewsomeonewhogotmethe

job.Iam thereceptionistandmyshiftforthe

nexttwoweeksisgoingtobefrom 10:00-19:00.

Thepayisverygoodthoughthecontractis

goingtorunfor3-5years,butatleastit'sgood

experience..

Ilikedtheuniform more,Grey&whitewitha

touchofblackhereandthere.Iworkwitha

gentlemancalledBrunoatthereception,heis

veryniceandveryforwardI'm suspectingthat

heisgaybutthenagainletmenotjustassume..

Bruno:Mygreengrapesweintrouble



Me:Whattrouble?

Him:Wehavealargegroupcheckingintonight

forsomefunctionaroundhere

Me:Largegroup?

Him:Averylargegrouppleasecheckhowmany

freeroomswehavecurrentlyandthosewho

aremeanttocheckoutat..What'sthetimenow

Me:13:30

Him:There'sonesthataresupposedtocheck

outat16:00,callthem andseeiftheycancheck

outanhourbeforesothatwecansendthe

cleaningcrewtogoandclean

Me:OkayI'lldothat

Him:ThankyouDarlingyoucameattheright

time

Iwenttothecomputerandchecked..

_



NOMVELO

IwipedmytearsandhidthegutterasDanger

walkedin,hehadfoodwithhim.

Him:Heykiddo

Me:Hey

Him:Ididn'tknowwhattogetyousoIgotyoua

bitofeverything

Me:Thankyou

Heputtheplasticontopofthecabinet..

Him:Doyouwannaeatsomething?

Me:Iatelunchat12:00

Him:AreyoufullbecauseIgotyoureally

deliciousfood

Me:Yalljustwanttogetmefat..Whatdoyou

have?

Him:KFC,McDonald's,andIgotyouahome

cookedmealfrom sometraditionalrestaurant



andsnacksthenjuice

Me:I'llhaveKFCforachange,I'm nowtiredof

burgers

Hetookitoutandthengaveme..

Him:Streetwisetwo

Me:Thankyou

Him:Howareyoufeeling?

Me:Better..AtleastnowIcanmovemyarm

Him:Whenaretheydischargingyou?

Me:Notsure

(Silence)

Him:Sowhywereyoucrying

Ilookedathim..

Me:It'snothing

Him:Talktome

Me:Err..



Him:What'swrong?

Me:IthinkIam inlovewithSnazo..Youknow

Niso'sBrother

Him:Iknowwhoheis...Sowhat'stheproblem?

Didhehearme?

Me:I..Itwon'tfeelrightifwedate

Him:Why?BecauseyouweredatinghisBrother

whoisnolongernomore?

Me:Apparentlyheisahealerandapreacher,he

isnowareligiousbeing..Idon'tknowmuch

aboutreligion,allIknowisthatit'sstrictand

thenthere'sNkuliit'salotDangerandNazois

notlookingforjustagirlfriendhewantsawife..

Heproposedwithaweddinggutter

Itookitoutandshowedhim..

Him:Sofast?

Me:SeewhatImean?Religionistoostrict



Him:Butyoulovehim andnotthereligion

Me:Idon'tknowDangerit'sjustalot..Hesaid

hewillgivemesomespace,Imisshim already

Him:AllIcansayisthathelooksvery

responsibleandmature,heseemslikeagood

guy

Me:Heisagreatguy,heknowshowto

boyfriendtoo..Idon'tknow,Ireallydon'tknow

Him:Ifyouinlovewithhim andwannabewith

him goforitbeforesomeoneelsesnatcheshim,

hemightbeapreacherandallthosethingsbut

heisstillaman

Ilaidbackandclosedmyeyes..

_

SNAZO

"We5minutesfrom freedom

Somebodytellmymom I'llbebackwhenI'm

cleaner



I'm reallyclosetomydream up

Bebengenandaba,manjeiyindabazami

ziyaziwa

Kuyafiwa,tellthem I'm abeliever

LongwalkisnotaboyridingoutinaBhima

Narepatlelaao'bena

Bathiakunaspacemanjeizinjazamiziyagiga

AmaVisa,sigijimisaumadiba

Sabelaimpiloe-rightiyabiza"

Me:EyyShineawuyicimeleyonto,ing'phathisa

intloko(Shineswitchthatthingoffit'sgivingme

aheadache)

Heswitcheditoff..

Him:Yiniindabamanje(what'swrong)

Iignoredhim andwentbacktotherecords..

Him:EntlekiBusinessivayagrandmelengabe

wecelebrating(thebusinessisdoingwellwe



shouldbecelebrating)

Hewasright,thebusinesswasindeeddoing

well.Lastmonthwemadealotofmoney..

Him:Phumanayo..Udliwayini?(Outwithit,

what'seatingyou)

Ilookedathim.Wemightbedifferentnowbut

Shinehasalwaysbeenmyhomeboy,hehas

beendownformeforalongtime..

Me:IcamecleantoNomvelo

Him:Umshelengey'ndabazeNcwadiengcwele?

(didyouhitonherbyusingtheBible)

Me:No..Shinebeserious

Him:NgiseriousNtwanabeng'zokgabhastrait

(I'm serious,Iwasgoingtoturnonyou)

Me:Idon'tknowwhatI'm goingtodo,ung'hleli

kuoxygenlomntwana(Idon'tknowwhatI'm

goingtodo,shecan'tletmebreath)

Him:ungasabiuzozwakala(shewillcome



around)

Me:Yousoundsoconfident

Him:Phelawenauyimpintshiyam'(Youmy

friend)

Me:AnywayIneedafavour

Helookedatme..

Me:She'sgoingtobeoutsoonsoshe'sgoing

toneedsomeonewhoisgoingtodriveherto

workandpickherup

Him:Manjeubhekamina?(Youlookingatme)

Me:Youjustgonnadrivehernjejustforawhile

Him:AiiNazouNomvelouyahluphaushaya

islunguazeas'khipengamakhala(Sheisvery

fluentinEnglish)

Ilaughed..

Him:Intozabo.."Whythis..Whythat"

ungazodlalangami(don'tplaywithme)



Me:ThankyouShine..Ioweyouone

Shine:Ehh..

.
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2WEEKSLATER

Heopenedthecanofbeerandstarteddrinking..

Me:Excusemeyouknowbetterthantodrink

anddrive

Him:Excusemengizovelengikushiyela

estradini(Iwillleaveyouhereontheroad)

IkeptquietandglanceddownattheWedding

gutter,eversincehegavetomeI'vebeen

wearingitaroundmywrist.IwilladmitthatI

misshim alot,wehaven'tkeptincontactever



sincethatdayatthehospital.Hejustonlysent

hisfriendtobemydriverandShineisa

headache,meandhim don'tgetalongatall.It

wasaSaturdaymorningandhewasdrivingme

tohavemystitchestakenoff,thenlaterNkuli

andIwegoingtothemalltogetafewthings.

Ourrelationshipisabitbetternowsinceshe

realizedthatthingsbetweenNazoandIare

tense..

Me:Shine

Him:Yini?(what)

Me:DoesNazotalkaboutme?

Him:Ngizowazelaphimina?Uyabonaakekhola

(HowwouldIknowbecauseheisnothere)

Me:Youdon'thavetoberudeIwasjustasking

asimplequestion

Him:NdabaubhedaKakhulunawe!(problem

youfullofit)



Nazowasnotaround,heisatMpumalangaso

Gugusaid.Hehasbeengoneforalmostaweek

now,Idon'tknowwhenhe'sgoingtocome

back.HeisonlyonWhatsAppandattimesI

findmyselftypingtohim whenheisonlinebutI

thenIneversendthemessage,Imisshim alot

though...

Shine:Ngizok'melala(I'llwaitforyouhere)

Me:Younotcominginwithme?

Him:Forinimanje?(whatfor)

Me:Iheardit'spainful

Him:Nomveloanginalangalonke,iSaturday

namhlanjeumuntumelealungiseleleukudakwa

(Nomveloit'sSaturdaytoday,apersonshould

bepreparingtogetdrunk)

Irolledmyeyesandgotoutofthecar..

Ibangedthedoor..

Him:Uzobuyelakiningeyinyawowenadodi



uyezwa?Tsek!(Youwillwalkbackhome)

OutofeveryoneNazogotmeShinetobemy

chauffeur,wealwaysateachother'sthroats.

I'm surprisedwehaven'tkilledeachother..

_

SNAZO

Me:Whatyoudon'tunderstandisthatGod

sometimescansendafrustrationtosaveyou

from anotherfrustration,forinstancesayyou

alldressedupforaninterview.Youevenwoke

upveryearlytocatchthefirsttaxisothatyou

don'tgettherelatebecausethishappenstobe

yourfirstinterviewfrom allthepoststhatyou

havebeenapplyingfor.Youcatchthefirsttaxi

andunfortunatelyitbreaksdowninthemiddle

ofnowhere,thedrivertriestocallthetaxi

Marshallbuthecan'tgetthrough.Youkeepon

lookingatthetimeandrealizethatnowyou

gettinglateandit'sfrustratingyou,ifyoudon't



gettotheinterviewandyoumissthis

opportunityit'sgoingtosendyoubackto

squareone.Frustratedasyouare,youput

pressureonthedriverandbothofyouendup

clashingbecauseofyourfrustration.Afew

hourslateranalternativemeansof

transportationcomesby,atthattimeyoudon't

wannahearnothing!Youwetwithtears

becauseyourinterviewwasat11am andnow

it's12.Youhavemissedtheopportunityand

youdon'tfeellikegoingthereanymorebutdeep

downyoudon'twannagiveup,somethingdeep

insidesays"goit'sbettershowinguplatethan

never"yougetthereandyouhearthatthe

buildinghadcaughtfire,morethan20people

diedintherewhocamefortheinterview

becausetherewasnowayout.Whenyou

enquireyourealizethatithappenedexactlyat

11am,thesamethatyouweresupposedtobe

there.Godsavedyoufrom adeaththatwas

premature,andthefollowingdayyougetcalled



from anothercompanyandtheybecomeso

impressedthattheyhireyoustraightawayafter

theinterview.Whathappened?Godsavedyou

from abiggerfrustration.Here'sthethinghow

Godthinksisnothowwethink,ifhethought

exactlylikehowhumanbeingsthinkthenhe

wouldn'tbeGod.Letwhat'shappeningintoyour

liferightnowbecomeyourtestimonyoneday,

andineverythingthatyoudoguardyourheart..

Mayeveryonehaveablessedday

Theystartedclapping.Ididn'texpectsucha

crowd,therewasaconferenceatsomechurch

knownas"TheApostlesofChrist"Iwasinvited

topreachthereupuntiltheconferencefinishes,

andalsoIneedtohealalotofpeople.The

conferencewasn'theldattheirchurchbutthey

hiredahallbecausenotonlywasittheirchurch

memberswhoattendedbuttheyalsohad

visitors,sotheyhadtogetabigger

accommodation.Zainecamethroughsodid



Dawnandtheyhadaguestwiththem thatthey

wantedmetomeet.RightafterIpreachedtheir

Pastorwenttothepullpittoclosethe

intersection,wewillmeetagainat13:00forthe

lastservice.Iwillbecontinuingwithmytopic

from then.IwenttotakemyseatnexttoDawn,

Zianehadarrivedabitlateheistheonewho

camewiththeguest.Dawnwastheonewho

toldmethatZainewillbringsomeone..

Pastor:ThankyouRevNazo,I'm only

addressinghim asthatbecauseheisnot

entirelyaPastorbutheisapreacheranda

healersothetitle"Reverend"seemsfit.Iam

surethatmostoftheladiesinherewannaknow

ifheismarriedornot

Theladiesmadesomenoisewhichwasvery

awkward..

Him:Don'tworryRevI'm heretoprotectyou

andI'llmakesurethatnoonebothersyouwhen

youwalkoutofhere.Don'tworryladiesheis



goingtohavehisownchurcharoundhereyou

canallgothereandfillitup

Wealllaughed..

Pastor:OnamoreseriousnotethankyouRev

Nazo,mayGodblessyoumoreandwecannot

waittohearmorefrom you.Wecanallstandup

andIwillclosetheservicesothatwecango

andeatandthencomebacklaterforthelast

service

_

NOMVELO

ItwaspainfultakingoffthestitchesthatIeven

bledalittle,sotheyhadtoputagauzeandgave

mepainkillersandanantiseptic.

IwishNazowasaround,heknowshowtomake

everythingokay.Shinedroppedmeoffathome,

andNkuliwasalreadywaitingformesowe

wenttothemall.Weweregoingtodoourown

minibraaiyouknowjusthavesomefunsince



thefestiveisapproaching.

Everythingwasonhersinceherblessersent

her5000tospendfortheweekend..

Her:Uzophuzani?(whatareyougoingtodrink)

Me:Anythingwilldo

Her:Kungconoyounolongerdepressedsoyou

won'tbetryingtocommitsuicide

ShegavemethebottleofGin,wegottonic

water,Berninciders,andabottleofAmarula.

Shewentasfarasgetting3litersof4thstreet

too

Her:Doyouthinkit'sgoingtobeenough?Phela

it'snoteven13:00yet

Me:it'llbeenough

Her:I'llgetsomemoreBernin,ifwedon'tfinish

todaywe'llfinishtomorrow

Wegotthealcoholandthenwhenwewere

donewewenttobuymeatatPnp..



_

SNAZO

Zaine:Thatwasagoodsermon,youreally

calledforthis

Me:Thankyou

Zaine:SnazoIwantyoutomeettherealGOAT,

MeetProphetFazielBadru

HeturnedtotheProphet..

Zaine:ThisisSnazoheisoneofusbutnota

prophetthough,heisahealerandapreacher

Weshookhands..

Me:It'sgoodtomeetyou

Badru:I'veheardalotaboutyou

Dawn:Let'sgoandgetsomethingtoeatboys,

maybewecanusethistimetotalkabouthow

wegoingtocheatonourwives

Wealllaughed..



Zaine:NazocanridewithBadru,theyneedto

gettoknoweachotherandifyouthoughtour

wiveswerestrangewaituntilBadrutellsyou

abouthiswife

Badru:Areyoumarried?

Me:Notyet

Zaine:Hissoontobewifeisveryheavyonthe

bottle,it'sabitofacomplicatedsituation

Badru:That'sbetter..Mywifewassupposedto

beadiplomaticwitch

Ichuckled..

Me:What?

Him:I'lltellyouontheway

Weallwalkedout..

_

NOMVELO

AsweweredrivingbackhomeIkeptontyping



amessageforSnazo:

"Imissyoualot,Iwantyoutocomebackso

thatwecantalk"Ierasedthemessage..

Nkuli:YaziI'm gladthatwedidn'tletthisyaka

Nazotogettous,wefamilyafterallandfamily

meanseverything.

Ifakedasmile..

Her:Wegoingtohaveaverygoodtimetoday

Me:Yeswewill..Wegoingtohaveaverygood

time

I'm willingtoletlosetoday,justforgetabout

everythingthat'shappening..

.
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Wewereatsomerestauranteatingbeforewe

gobacktotheconference.Mylifehasalways

circledaroundfriendswhowerecorrupt,ifwe

sittingtogetherwethinkingaboutthenext

crimethatwemustdoorentirelytalkingabout

thingsthatwon'tgetusanywherejustlandusin

jail.Thiscurrentchangeinmylifesharingthe

tablewiththebiggunswasremarkable,we

talkedaboutrandom things..

Me:Iheardyoumentioningsomethingabout

yourwifebeinga"Diplomaticwitch"

Badru:Sheonceshowedupinoneofmy

sermonsdrunk

Dawnlaughed...

Badru:Shecompletelyblackedoutandbythen

theholyspirithadhintedthatshewasthegirl

thatIwassupposedtomarry

Zaine:I'm sureyouwerelikeGodI'vehandleda

lotofthingsfrom witchestodemonsbutthis..



Thisisanotherform ofdemon

Wealllaughed..

Badru:Ilookedaroundandsaidmaybeit'sa

classicmistakebuteachtimemyeyeslanded

onher

Dawn:Whathappenednext?

Badru:Youknowwhenit'smeanttobe..It's

meanttobe,westartedarelationshipand

that'swhenIrealizedthatIhadtohelpher.She

camefrom afamilyofriches,herfamilyused

witchcraftforrichesandinturntheyputacurse

onher.Theyputacurseonherthatifshe

sleepswithanymanthatmanwillnotwakeup

thefollowingday,basicallyMercywasa..

Dawn:Sexualmurderer

Welaughed..

Dawn:IrememberwhenSwayandImetshe

wasjusttoomessedup.Shehadaspiritual



husband,herbrotherwasaritualistitwasalot

thatwasgoingon

Zaine:I'm thinkingNazoyouhaveiteasy

Dawn:Maybebecausehe'sthelastborn

Zaine:ImeanyesNomvelowentthroughgreat

tragedybutshedoesn'tcomewithmuchother

thanadrinkingproblem

Dawn:She'sactuallyaverynicegirlbutshe'sa

headache

Me:Don'tevenmentionit

Dawn:Shehasalotofgrowinguptodosheis

stillachildandstilltrappedinchildishbehavior

Badru:Howoldisshe?

Me:21

Zaine:IthinkBonolowas19whenwefirst

startedgoingout

Me:IjusthopethatthisbreakI'm givingherwill



actuallymakeadifference

Someladieswalkeduptoup..

Lady:Goodday

Wegreetedback..

Lady:Meandmyfriendsweresittingrightthere

andwesawProphetZaine,Ijustwantyouto

knowthateverySundayItuneintoyourchannel

andyouhavehelpedmesoomuch

Shestartedgettingemotional..

Her:AndIalsonoticedDawnBakertheExorcist,

IalsowatchyourvideosonYouTubethough

theirscarybutIam soblessedtobeina

restaurantwithsuchPowerfulmen..Canwe

pleasegetapicturewiththebothofyou?

Me:I'lltakethepicture

ShegavemeherphoneandIwaitedforthem to

posethenItookthepicture,whenIwasdoneI

handedherbackherphone..



Her:Thankyou

RightthereafterhandingherthephoneIfelta

bitweak,Ilookedatherandnoticedthatshe

waslimping..

Badru:Ithinkit'stimetogo

Zaine:Ithinksotoo

Iwentuptoherasshesaiddown..

Igreetedherfriendsbeforetalkingtoher...

Me:I'm sorrybutcanIaskyousomething?

Her:Yes

Me:Howlongagodidthatheavyboxfullof

toothpastesfallonyouatwork?

Shewasshocked..

Her:Excuseme?

Me:Sometimeatworkwhenyouwereatthe

back,aboxfulloftoothpastesfellonyourfoot

Her:Howdidyouknow?



Me:I'm sorry..I'm aspiritualhealerandwhenI

handedyouyourphonebacksuddenlyIfelta

bitweakwhichsignifiedyouremotionand

mentalbeing,youfeelweakmostofthetime

becauseyouemotionallytired.Youeven

stoppedgoingtoworkbecauseyourfoot

doesn'twanttoheal.Doctorskeeponsaying

there'snothingwrongwithyou,buteverynight

youfeelalotofpainthatyoucan'tevensleep

Shewipedhertearsasoneofherfriendspat

herontheshoulder..

Me:Knowthatwhathappenedthataccident

wasdemonic,Thadevilwantedyoutoloseyour

jobsothatyoucansuffertoprovideforyour

kidssinceyouasingleparent..Knowthattoday

youhealedandyoucangobacktowork,I

crouchedandmassagedherswollenfoot.AsI

squeezedabithardersheflinched.

Ithenstoodupandaskedhertodothesame,

shestoodbutwasstillscaredtocompletelyput



herfootdown...

Me:Comeonputmorepressureonit

Sheclosedhereyesandstartedwalking,she

putmoreofherbalanceonitandsherealized

thatitwasn'tpainfulanymore,shelostit.She

sankdownonthefloorcrying.

Herfriendswerealsoshocked,Iwalkedbackto

theguyssothatwecouldleave..

_

NOMVELO

AtfirstIwasn'tallforthebraaibutaswe

startedpreparing,Ihadabout2-3glassesof

wineandmymoodchanged.Iwasnowmore

intothebraaianddrinking,youknowjusthaving

agoodtime.ItwasstillmeandNkuliaround,

myGrandmotheriscomingbacktomorrowshe

hadgonetoseesomerelativeofoursthatwas

saidtobesick..



Nkuliwaspreparingthefireoutsidesothatshe

couldbraaithemeantandIwasbusypreparing

salads.Wehadthefrontandthekitchendoor

open,asweplayingmusic.Wewereplayingour

favouritesongs..

"Thesefriendskeeptalkin'waytoomuch

SayIshouldgiveyouup

Can'thearthem,no,'causeI...

I'vebeenhereallnight

I'vebeenhereallday

Andboy,gotmewalkin'sidetoside

I'vebeenhereallnight

I'vebeenhereallday

Andboy,gotmewalkin'sidetoside"

Nkuliwalkedbackinwhilesinging..

Her:Howfarareyou?

Me:I'm gettingthere



Her:Youknowthissongkindofremindsme

whenIfirststarteddatingNazo,Iwasallnaive

andinnocentandmyfriendswouldconstantly

warnmelike"Heisnotyourtypeofguy,heis

tooroughandhardcore"

ShetalksalotaboutNazolatelywhichIdon't

understandwhy..

IletherbeandcontinuedwithwhatIwas

doing..

Her:Letmegoandpourthecharcoal

Itookmyglassanddrankfrom itthenIwentto

mybedroom andgotmyphone,atthatpointI

gotthecouragetotexthim.NomakethatIsent

him aVN..

Me:"Youleftandyoudidn'teventellmewhere

yougoingorwhatyougoingtodo,Ionlyheard

thatyousomewhereinMpumalanga.Didyou

leavebecauseofme?Areyouplanningonnow

beingfarawayfrom me?Pleasecomeback



home.ImissyoualotandIloveyou,come

backhometomesothatwecantalk.Iam hurt

thatyoudoingthistome,youNkuliiseven

doingthisbraaiforusandalreadyI'm getting

drunk"

Iwipedmytears..

Me:"ComebackhomeNazo..Imissyoualot"

Isentitanditdelivered,wasonlyonetick.I

calledhim andhisphonewasonvoicemail..

Me:Nazocomeon!!!!

Isenthim anotherVN..

Me:Ifyouwithsomethingelsethereorfucking

somerandom bitchesjusttellmebecause

reallyIcan't!!!Ican'tdealwiththattypeofshit

youhearme???(Shouting)

Nkuli:Nomvelo!!

Me:I'm coming!!

IwentbacktotheVN...



Me:Getyourshittogetheryouhear?

IsenttheVNthenIwalkedoutofthebedroom..

_

SNAZO

Ifwasnowfull,fullthanhowitwasearlieron

andIwasalreadyabout10minintomy

preaching..

Me:There'ssomethingthatwecannotrunaway

from andthatisouremotions,wehaveno

controloverouremotionsattimesandthat's

justsimplybeingahumanbeing.Youwere

createdwithlove,butbecausethedevilwill

alwaysdestroytheperfectionthatGodhas

madeheplantedcertainseedsofhisownand

thatisJealousy,anger,andhatred.Youwere

createdwithlovesoyoushouldputnothingout

therebutlove.Rememberlifeisagameof

boomarangswhateveryouputoutwillalways

comebacktoyou."Dountoothersasyou



wouldhavethem dountoyou"youcannot

spendyourtimehatingotherpeopleandbeing

wishingthem badthingsandexpectgood

thingstocomeyourway?Nothat'snothowit

works.Youwillalwaysgetwhatyouputout.I

wastalkingtosomeoneoutsideafewminutes

agobeforethesermonstartedandshesaid

"Meandthisothergirlhavebeenbestfriends

foraverylongtime,latelythingshaven'tbeen

soogoodbetweenus.Ifellpregnantrightafter

matricandunfortunatelyIcouldn'tcontinue

withschoolanymore,thosedreamsthatme

andhersharedofgoingtovarsitytogether

stayedadream tomesincerealitykickedinand

IhadtogetajobsothatIcouldcareformy

child.Mybabydaddyforcedmetoabortandat

timeswhenlifegotdifficultIwishIdid.Ididn't

understandwhymyParentswerepunishingme

soomuch,myFatherstoppedtalkingtome

altogetherandmyMom toldmethatnowthatI

haveachildIam nolongertheirresponsibility,



IfIcanmakebabiesthenthatmeansIam adult

andadultstakecareofthemselves.Thisyear

myFriendboughtacar,shewenttovarsityand

graduatedthengotajobatthebank.She

doesn'thaveachildandsheissaidtoget

marriednextyear.Ihavestopped

communicatingwithherbecauseherlifeisa

thorntome,sheismovingforwardwhileI'm

stuck.MyMothertellsmeabouthereveryday

andremindsmethatI'm afailure,ifitwasn'tfor

mybabyIwouldhavelongcommittedsuicide.

Herfriendsucceedinginlifeisathorntoher,

thosearestrongfeelingsandemotionsthatshe

cannotcontrolbecauseshefeelslikeshefailed

herself.Sheislivingalifefullofregrets.Insuch

situationsItendtosaythatsuppressthose

emotionswithanaffirmation.Affirm that"What

Goddoesforothers,henowdoesformeand

more"seeotherpeople'ssuccessand

prosperitynotasathorninyourheartbutasan

encouragementthatifGodcandoitforothers,



hewillalsodoitforme.Lettheirsuccessnot

breakyoubutstrengthenyourfaith.Remember

ourjourneyisnotthesame,lifeisnodifferent

from distanttraveling.Mostpeopletravelby

planesandmosttheytakethebus,taxis,or

theydrive.Whateverthechoiceoftravelingbut

weallreachourdestinations,thoseflyingmay

reachtherefasterbutwhosaidtheviewatthe

topispleasant?Theoneinthebusmighteven

havethebestviewwhiletravelingtotheir

destinationthanthosewhoareflyingeven

thoughtheywillreachtheirdestinationfaster.

Allthattravelinghaveonethingincommon,be

itadriverorapilotthey

Allwannagetyoutheresafelyandtheywill

makesurethattheygetyouthere.Youfall

asleepalongthewaybuttheydon't,theycontrol

thevehiclewithcautiontomakesurethatyou

gettheresafelythat'sthemaingoalandthat's

howitiswithourGod.Nomatterhowbumpy



theroadmayseem buthewillgetyouthere,

othersmayreachtheirsuccessbeforeyoubut

attheendofthedayyouwillgettoyour

destinationtoo,andtrustmewhenyouget

thereyouwillevenforgetthattheridewasn't

pleasantattimes..

_

NOMVELO

BynowImust'vesenthim about20voicenotes

andacoupleofmessages,Ididn'tunderstand

whyhewasn'tgettingbacktome.Sothisis

howitends?Thisishowhedoesme?Iwas

verymadandthealcoholwasn'thelpingeither..

NkuliisstrongIdon'tknowhowshedoesitbut

shewasn'tmystateofdrunk.Shewastipsy.

Wewerehavingsoomuchfunjustdancing

aroundandhuggingeachotherwhilelaughing

andfalling..

Us:"I'vebeendrinking,I'vebeendrinking



Igetfilthywhenthatliquorgetintome

I'vebeenthinking,I'vebeenthinking

Whycan'tIkeepmyfingersoffit,baby?

Iwantyou,nana

Whycan'tIkeepmyfingersoffit,baby?

Iwantyou,nana"

Nkuli:Drunkinlove!!!!

Me:Waitwaitwait..Cometakeavideoofme

dancing

ItookoffmyshirtandIgotontopofmy

Grandmother'sdinningtable,Iwasonlyleftwith

mybraandmydenim shorts.Iuntiedmyhair

andstarteddancingwhileNkulirecordedme..

Me:Wewokeupinthekitchensaying,

"Howthehelldidthisshithappen?"

Ohbaby,drunkinlovewebeallnight

LastthingIrememberisourbeautifulbodies



grindingupintheclub

Drunkinlove

Webeallnight,love,love

Webeallnight,love,love

Nkuli:Yougogirl!!

AfterdancingIgotdown...

Her:Here

Me:Thankyou

IimmediatelysentittoNazo..

Nkuli:Drunkinlovebaby

Sheputherhandaroundmyshoulders..

Her:Iloveyoucuz

Me:Iloveyoutoo

Istartedjumpingaround..

Her:Whatisit?

Me:Ihavetotellyousomething



Her:Okaywhatisit?

Me:Nazoaskedmetomarryhim andI'm going

tosayyes

Shelookedatmeandthenlaughed..

Me:Youtoodrunk..Seeyouplayalot,thatwas

funny

Me:I'm notjokinglook..Hegavemethegutter

I'vebeenwearingitaroundmywrist

Her:Nomvelothat'snotfunny

Me:Iam notjoking...I'm goingtosayyes

Iheardafamiliarvoicecallingoutmyname..

Me:Isthat?

Shewalkedinthelounge..

Me:Grovvy?!

Her:Mpintshiyam!!!

HowthehelldidshefindoutwhereIlive..



.
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SNAZO

ChurchcameoutverylateIdidn'tthinkthatthe

servicewasgoingtodragthatmuch,the

afternoonservicestartedat13:30-16:30.Then

wetookanhourbreakso,thelastservicewas

from 18:00-22:00.Duringmyhourbreakthat's

whentheholyspiritshowedmealotofPeople

thatneededtobehealedandothersneededa

deliverance,thistimearoundIworkedhandin

handwithProphetBadru.Mostpeoplewere

bindedfrom reachingtheirsuccessbecauseof

witchcraft,alotwashappeningandalotof

peopleneededthedeliverance.Whentheserv

finallycameoutIstayedbehindforacoupleof

peoplethatneededtobeprayedforandIgot



intomyhotelroom ataround00:00,Iwasvery

tiredthatIwentstraighttobed.Fortunatelythe

followingdayIwasgoingtoattendthemorning

serviceonly,thenat13:00intheafternoonI'll

bedrivingbackhome.Themorningservicewas

tostartat10:00am,I'llbepreachingat11am up

untilat12:30or13:00intheafternoon..

Iwokeupat6:00am topraythenat7am Iwas

abletoholdmyphoneandcheckwho

contactedmelastnight.TomysurpriseI

receivedalotofVoicenotesfrom Nomvelo,

andalsoacertainvideothatIcouldn'tstop

watching.Iwasn'tveryhappywiththefactthat

shewasdrunkandforhertoevenmentionthat

Nkuliisthereasonbehindheractinglikethis,it

trulyrubbedmeoffthewrongway.Iknowvery

wellthatNkuliisdoingthisoutofspiteand

Nomvelodoesn'tseethat.Afterwatchingthe

videoandlisteningtotheVNsIcalledherright

awayandshedidn'tpickup,Icheckedherlast



seenonWhatsAppanditwasat01:00am she's

probablystillsleepingsoIcalledmyMother

instead..

Her:GoodmorningBaby

Me:Goodmorning

Her:Howareyou?Andhowiseverythinggoing?

Me:Everythingisgoingwell

Her:YaziIcan'twaittohearyoupreach

Me:I'llgetyouthetape,theygoingtobeselling

them forR100atthechurch

Her:Thankyouverymuch..Ican'twait

Me:I'llsetaremindersothatIdon'tforget

Her:Okay..Iseverythingokay?Whyareyou

callingmesoearlyinthemorning?

Me:Ineedtotalktoyou

Her:I'm listening

Me:NomvelosentmesomeVNstalkingabout



shelovesmeandthatIshouldcomeback

homesothatwecantalk

Her:Okaywhat'stheproblem?

Me:ShewasdrunkMa...ApparentlyNkulidid

somebraaiandshemadeNomvelodrink,I

knowshe'sdoingitoutofSpite

Her:Obviouslyshe'sdoingitoutofspite,she's

tryingtobreakwhatyoutwohaveeventhough

ithasn'tstartedyet,andwenaNazoI'm

disappointedinyou!ThatdaywhenIwalkedin

andyoutwowerekissing,wereyougoingto

sleepwithher?

Me:No..Iwould'vestoppeditbeforeitwent

further

Her:BabyifNomveloisreallymeantforyou

thenyouwillhavetobeseriouswithher,she

hasbeenthroughalotandifyougoingtohurt

hermorethenleaveherNazo.Ifyoustillfeel

likethere'sunfinishedbusinessbetweenyou



andNkulithenleaveNomvelo,don'thurther.

She'sbeenthroughalot

Me:Idon'thaveanythingtodowithNkuliGugu,

whatyousawthatdaywasjust..Lookshe'smy

pastandNomveloismyfuture

Her:Thendonthurther!Youshouldknowbetter

andI'm verydisappointedinyouIdon'twanna

lie

IknowthatwhenGugustarts,she'snevergoing

tostop...

Me:OkayGuguIhavetogo

Her:It'sokaybaleka(runaway)

Me:I'm notrunningawayI'm justlateformy

service

Her:Balekaphelangiyakwaziwena(Runaway..

Iknowyou)

Me:ByeGugu..Iloveyou

Her:IloveyoutooNazo



_

NOMVELO

Somehowthisplacelookedfamiliar,I'vebeen

herebefore.Thepurewhiteroom,thesmall

window,thewhitedressthatIwaswearing.I

havebeenherebefore..

Voice:Velo

Iturnedaroundandthereshewas,MyMother.

ShehasthemostbeautifulsmilethatIhave

everseenbefore.Hersmilemakeseverything

okaysomehow..

Me:Am Idreamingagain?

Her:YesbutthistimeyouherebecauseIwant

tosaygoodbye

Shewalkeduptome..

Her:RememberwhatIsaidbefore?

Me:Thatsomeonewasgoingtoaskformy

handinmarriageandthatIshouldsayyes?



Sheputherhandsonthesidesofmyshoulders

andsmiled..

Me:YouweretalkingaboutSnazoweren'tyou?

Shesmiledandnodded..

Her:YesIwas

Me:Mom..

Her:HelovesyouNomveloandIknowyou

don'tunderstandwhat'shappeningbut..Believe

inthelovethathehasforyouandtrustyour

heartthenyouwillseeeverythingelsewillbe

easy

Me:It'scomplicatedMom

Her:Noit'snot

Sheputherhandsonmycheeks..

Her:I'vebeenwaitingforthisdayforaverylong

timeandithasfinallyarrived,youveryblessed

baby.Youdon'tknowhowblessedyouare



Ismiled..

Her:IloveyouNomveloandyouhavebeenmy

joyeversinceIfoundoutthatIwaspregnant,I

wishthatwehadmoretimetospendtogether

Me:Metoo

Shekissedmeonmycheek..

Her:I'llalwaysbewatchingoveryou

Me:Youleaving?

Her:Yes..It'stimeformetogonow

Lettinggowasdifficult,Iwishshewouldstay

andwemeetinmydreamsalways.

Her:Iam veryproudofyou

Ifeltmyheartbreaking..

Her:IloveyouVelo

Me:Iloveyoutoo

Shesteppedbackandheldmyhanduntilshe

disappeared,thatwasdifficulttodigest.



Knowingthatthiswillbethelasttimethatwe

evermeet.Iwaswokenupfrom thatdream by

myphoneringing,Igotitandcheckedwhoit

was.ItwasNazo,Ididn'tanswerIjustletitrang

untilitstopped.ThenIsenthim amessage..

****************WHATSAPP*************

Me:Igotyourmissedcall

Him:Morelikeyouignoredmycall

Iwasn'tinthemood,myheartfeltheavy..

Me:Whatdidyouwanttosay

Him:I'm goingtocallagain

Me:No..Pleasedon't

Him:Okay..I'llbehomelatertoday,sizoyiqeda

(I'llbehomelatertoday,wewilldiscussthis)

Me:Okay

Hedidn'trespondagain

*******************



IhadamassiveheadacheandIfeltlike

sleepingmore,that'swhatIhateaboutdrinking.

Thehangoverisshit!!

Igotoutofbedandmademywayoutofmy

bedroom,Groovywaspassedoutonthecouch.

Iwentandwokeherup..

Me:Groovy!

Istartedshakingheruntilshewokeup..

Me:Whatareyoudoinghere?

Shelookedatme..

Her:Aiiawumetuu(Waitaminute)

Me:Whatareyoudoinghere?

Her:Haibongobabesijaivasonkeizolo(We

weredancingtogetherlastnight)

Me:HowdoyouevenknowwhereIlive?

Her:IzolobengiseGazibo,thenngabuzaukuthi

uhlalaphi,awaziwaVelonginenhlahlathatI



knewyoursurname(YesterdayIwasatGazibo

thenIaskedaround.Nooneknowsyou,I'm

luckythatIknowyoursurname)

Isatdownonthecouchnexttoher..

Her:Bhabhalazi?(hangover)

Me:Aterribleone

Her:Drinkwaterthensleepagain

Me:I'lldo

(Silence)

Me:Haveyouseenmycousin?

Her:uNkuli?

Me:Ya

Her:maybeusalele(maybeshe'sstillsleeping)

Me:Letmelookforher

IlookedforNkuliallaroundbutIcouldn'tfind

her,itwasveryweird..



_

NOMSA

MyMom tookmetochurchwithheratfirstI

wasagainsttheideabutthenagainifIattend

churchwhatdoIhavetoloose?It'sjustchurch...

Ma:Areyouready?

Ilookedatmyselfinthemirroronelasttime...

Me:I'm ready

Her:Don'tworryIpromiseyouthateverythingis

goingtobealright

Me:Ihopeso

Her:Trustme..Iam yourMom,Iwillneverlead

youastray.Youhavetriedbyyourselfandyou

failed,let'stryitmywaynow

Inodded..Afterallshe'smyMother..

_

NOMVELO



MyGrandmothercamebackearlierthanIhad

anticipated,whenshelearnedaboutwhat

happenedshewassoangryshecouldn'tstop

yellingatmeandGroovy.Wewerecleaningthe

houseandwashingdishesHer:Mara

ngiyahlolelwaukudakwaokungaka?(Iam being

testedwithsoomuchalcohol)

Youknowwhenyouhaveahangoverand

someoneyellsatyou,itmakesyourheadache

worse..

Her:MaraNomvelotellme,uzimiselengani?

(Tellmesomethingwhatareyourplansinyour

life)

IkeptquietandshelookedatGroovy...

Her:Sowuhlangananabantuabaso?(Younow

mixingwiththistypeofpeople)

Groovy:YoohAiiVelongizok'bona(VeloI'llsee

you)

Grams:Ungaphideubuyela(Don'tevercome



backhere)

Groovyleft..

MyGrandmotherlookedatme..

Grams:Ang'saziminamanje(Idon'tknow

anymore)

Me:I'm sorry

Her:Sorry?Nomveloyoucan'tlivelikethis!I'm

oldI'm goingtodiesoonandIdon'twantlo

leaveyouinthisstate!Justtellmehow-

Me:Nazoaskedformyhandinmarriageand

I'm goingtosayyes

Shelookedatmeandsaidnothing..

Me:I'llbeingoodhandssoyoudon'thaveto

worryaboutme

Iwenttomybedroom andthrewmyselfonthe

bed,Itookmyphoneandwentthroughmycall

log.IbumpedintoNazo'snumber,Iwishhe

wasaround.Imissspendingtimewithhim,



especiallywhenI'm downlikethis.

.
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NOMVELO

MyGrandmotherwokemeup,didn'teven

realizethatIhadfallenasleep...

Her:Situpwehavetotalk

Ifiguredthatout..Isatupstraightsothatwe

couldtalk..

Her:EarlieryoumentionedthatSnazoaskedfor

yourhandinmarriage,nowIdon'tknowifitwas

ajokeoryouwereserious

Me:Iwasserious,hedidaskformyhandin

marriage

Her:AreyougoingtosayyesbecauseofwhatI



said?

Me:NoIwasjusttalkingIdidn'tmeanthat

Her:Pleasedon'ttakewhatIsaidthewrong

waybecauseitdidn'tcomefrom abadplace,I

justwantyoutobehappyandwitheverything

thatyouhavebeenthroughyoudeserveallthe

happinessintheworld.Iwanttorestinpeace

onedayknowingthatyouingoodhandsand

youhaveagoodfuture

Me:Iunderstand

Her:HowdidyouandNazoevenhappen?

Me:Iam notsurejust..Ican'tevenexplainit

Duchess

Iexhaled..

Me:NazoisanamazingPerson,heisvery

caring,fulloflove,abitofastrictdisciplinarian

buthemakesmewannakeeponliving.Afew

monthsagoIdidn'tseetheuseofwakingupin



themorningbutwithhim inmylifeeverythingis

different,hegivesmeareasontowannakeep

ongoing

Her:Dolovehim?

Me:IthinkIdo

Her:Nazoisaverygoodsoul,evenwhenhe

wasstilluptonogood,hisGrandmotherspoke

veryhighlyofhim,saidhewasspecialandheis

Me:Heisahealerandapreacher

Her:Iknow..HisGrandmotheralwayssaidit

Me:Heisveryspecial,myheartmelts

everytimewhenIthinkofhim.Ihaveneverbeen

thissureaboutaguybefore

Her:Ifyoutakethatdecisiontobewithhim

thenthere'safewthingsthatyouneedto

change.BeingaPreacher'swifemightrequirea

lotfrom you,andifyoulovehim asmuchas

yousayyoudothenadaptingtoanewlifewill



comenaturally.Whatyouneedtounderstandis

thatNazoisnotlookingforagirlfriend,heis

waypassthatstage.Heislookingforawife

someonethatisgoingtogothroughthis

journeywithhim,heneedsastrongwoman

behindhim

Me:IknowDuchess

Her:Canyoudothat?Areyoureadyfor

marriage?Canyoubeawifetohim

Me:Idon'tknowaboutallofthatbutIjustwant

tobewithhim

Shelaughed..

Her:YouwillbefinebabyandGuguisagreat

woman

Me:Sheis..Wegetalongverywell

Shehuggedme..

Her:Iam veryproudofyou

Me:Thankyou



Shebrokethehug..

Her:Ifyougoingtosayyestotheproposalthen

there'salotthatIstillhavetoteachyou,helpers

aregoodbutdon'tletanotherwomancookfor

yourhusbandorwashyourHusband'sclothes.

Thehelpercanhelparoundbutyourhusband

mustalwaysbeyourfirstpriorityatalltimes

Me:That'sverytrue..Iwouldn'tbecomfortable

withanotherwomantakingcareofmyHusband

Her:Andthedrinkingmustcompletelystop

Velo

Me:I'llgetthere

Her:Comeon..Let'sgotothemall

Shestoodupandthenwalkedout,Ilookedat

thegutteronmyhand.Ihopethateverythingis

goingtoworkoutwell..

_

SNAZO



Iwasgladtobebackathome,Iwasvery

exhaustedandallthatIwantedtodowasto

justsleep.Guguwashappytoseeme..

Gugu:Heisback

Shehuggedme..

Her:Howwasyourtrip?

Isatdown..

Me:Itwasgoodjusttiring

Him:OhhhyoupoorthingIcantellbyyour

voice

Me:Howareyou?

Her:I'm goodbabynocomplaints

Me:That'sgoodtohear

Her:Sowhereisthetape?

Me:WegoingtoneedaDVDplayerforthat

Her:Idon'tevenknowwhereitis



Me:We'lllookforit

Itookoutmyphone..

Me:Lookatthis

IshowedherNomvelo'svideoandalsomade

herlistentotheVNs.Shecouldn'thelpbut

laugh..

Me:It'snotfunnyGugu

Her:Whatisthisallabout?

Me:Idon'tknowbutithaseverythingtodowith

Nkuli

Her:Nomveloshouldstopdrinkingclearly

utshwalabuyamhlula(alcoholisnotforher)but

thenagainIthinkshehasheartsforyou,after

allthere'ssometruthbehindadrunkperson

Shegavememyphoneback...

Her:ThathaMam'fundisimaan!..Maybewecan

havethatdinnertonight



Me:Areyousure?

Her:I'm verysure

Me:I'llcallher

Her:Nomveloshouldreallywatchoutforher

cousin,Nkulidoesn'thaveNomvelo'sbest

interestatheart.She'sbeingveryspitefuland

shewillstopatnothingtoruinyouguys,ruin

whatyoustarting.Abitterexisverydangerous

Me:IknowandI'm notevengoingtoconfront

heraboutthis,thisiswhatshewants.A

reactionIdon'thavetimetoentertainNkuli's

pettiness

Her:Nomvelowilljusthavetobecareful,Iknow

it'shercousinandwhatnotbutshehastobe

verycareful

Me:I'lltalktoNomvelo

Her:Dothat

(Silence)



Her:Wehavetotalkbaby

Me:About?

Shedidn'tsayanything,Ilookedather..

Me:Youseeingsomeonearen'tyou?

Her:Notentirelyit'sauhm..

Me:Whatisit?

Shesighed..

Her:YourFatherwantstomeetyou

Mymindfrozeforafewseconds..

Me:What?

Her:Hemadecontactandhewantstomeet

you

Me:Justlikethat?

Her:WellI'vebeenmeetingupwithhim

rememberthattriptothe"mall"Iwenttomeet

upwithhim,hewantedmetotellhim about

YouandNisowhenheheardthatNisoisno



moreheaskedifhecouldmeetupwithyou

Me:Areyousleepingwithhim?

Him:Ini?(what)

Somethingaboutthisstorythatdoesn'tmake

sense..

Her:Iam notsleepingwithhim

Me:Gugu..

Her:NazoIam stillyourMother

Iletherbe..

Me:Whatkindofapersonishe?

Her:Heisveryhandsome,that'swhyhegave

mesuchcuteboys

Shestartedsqueezingmycheek..

Me:Stopit..

Her:Mynunununu..

Me:Gugustopit!



Her:OhhhI'm sorryMrPreachernowyoutoo

goodformetotoywithyou

Me:I'm 28

Her:ThenyouandNomveloshouldhurryupand

givemeGrandkidstotoywith

Shechuckled..

Her:I'm justimaginingNomvelobei-

Me:Don'tstart...

Her:Don'tworryI'llteachherafewthings

especiallyhowtoprepareyourfavouritedish,

dumplingsandchickencurry

Me:Nowyoutalking

Her:Soareyougoingtomeethim?

Me:I'llsee

Her:Youdon'thatehim doyou?

Me:No..Igaveupthathatelongtimeagobut

don'texpectanyrelationshipbetweenmeand



him,Idon'tknowhim andhehasbeenabsent

for28yearsofmylife

Her:IknowandIunderstand

Me:Letmegoandrestalittle

Her:I'llstartpreparingdinner

Me:Thankyou

Her:Don'tforgettocallNomvelo

Me:Iwon't

IcalledNomvelowhileIwentouttomyroom

Her:Hello

Me:Thoughtyoudidn'twanttotalktome

Her:Youexaggerating

Me:Am I?

Her:AhNazo,Ididn'tsaythat

Me:Anywaywhatareyoudoing?

Her:WaitingformyGrandmother..Wegoingto



themall

Me:Walking?

Her:Yes

Me:I'llcomeandgetyouguys

Her:Youdon'thavetoo..Weneedtheexercise

Me:Maraangik'celimoss(Iwasn'taskingyou)

Her:Abusivetendencieshavestarted

Me:Abusi...Iwanttohearyousaythatinmy

face

Shelaughed..

Her:Yousoundabittired

Me:YaIam butI'llbefine..Areyouguysready

Her:Yesweare

Me:OkayI'm onmyway

Her:Okay

Ihungup..



_

NOMVELO

Thebutterfliesstartedagain,Talkingtohim just

doesthingstome..

MyGrandmotherwalkedin..

Her:Let'sgo

Iturnedandlookedather..

Me:DoIlookokay?

Her:Whatdoyoumean?

Me:Am Idressedfineismyhairgood?

Her:Why?

Me:Nazoiscoming..Heisgoingtodriveusto

themall

Her:Isit?

Me:Yes..Ihopeyoudon'tmind

Her:Idon'tmindjustthatheshouldn'tgettoo



comfortablehestillhastopayLobolaandI

hopeyouhaven'tsleptwithhim yet

Me:Duchess!

Her:What?Areyousleepingwithhim?

Me:No..Ifcoursenot

Her:Goodkeepitthatway..Hemightbea

preacherbutheisstillaman

Me:Ihopeyouwon'tsaysuchthingswhenhe

comes

Her:Ifyounotsleepingwithhim thenyougot

nothingtobeembarrassedabout

Me:Pleasedon'tsaysuchthings

Her:AnywaywhereisNkuli?

Me:Idon'tknow..WhenIwokeupshewasn't

aroundbuthercarandclothesarestillhere

Her:That'sodd..Unlessshewenttooneofher

boyfriends



Me:Maybe

Her:Letmegogetmyphoneandcallher

Me:Okay

Iheardaknockatthedoor..Iwenttoopenand

itwasNazo,Ilethim in..

Me:Aghshameyoudolooktired

Him:I'm finethanksandhowareyou?

Me:I'm good

Hecameandkissedmewhilegrabbingmyass..

Me:Imissedyou

Him:I'vemissedyoutoosweetheart

Hesqueezedmybuttabitharder..

Him:Andsomeonehasbeenmisbehavingwhile

Iwasgone

Me:Thatwasveryembarrassing..I'm sorryyou

weren'tsupposedtoseenorhearthat



Him:Whotookthevideo?

Me:Nkuli

Him:WhereisShe?

Me:I'm notsurewhereshewent

Him:MaythatNeve-

MyGrandmotherwalkedin,Snazoletgoofme..

Grams:Snazo

Snazo:MaNgcobo

Grams:Wewould'vewalkedtothemallit'snot

far

Snazo:Idon'tmind

Grams:Howsweet..Justdon'tthinkwe'llgo

easyonyouwhenitcomestotheLobola

negotiationsjustbecauseyoudrivingustothe

mall

Snazolookedatme..

Grams:YesIknowshetoldmeaboutthe



proposal

Me:Duchess

Grams:Ididn'tknowitwasasecret

Snazo:I'm justsurprisedthat'sshe'stelling

everyonewhileshehasn'tevengivenmean

answer

Theybothlookedatme..

Me:Canwegoalready?

Nazo:Andherewego

Hewalkedout..

Grams:AiiNomvelo,that'snotwhatyousaid

earlieron

Snazo:BeforeIforgetmyMothersaidIshould

inviteyoufordinnertonightatmyplace

Grams:Thankyoufortheinvitation,andtell

Guguwewillbethere

Me:We?



Grams:Yeswewillbethere

MyGrandmotherisjustwaytooforwardwith

thissituation..

.

Tobecontinued
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NOMVELO

IwassonervousaboutthedinnersoIkepton

tryingoutafewdressesandafewskirts,Ijust

didn'tknowwhattowear.Ifinallyfoundan

outfitthatIwascomfortablewith,mynavyblue

mermaidskirt.Whitevestthatwastuckedin

andblueheels,ItiedmyhairintoabunandI

didn'tputmuchmakeup.Justaneyeliner,Idid

myeyebrows,andputonalipstick.IhopeIwas

notoverdressedbutatthesametimeIdon't

wantNazo'seyestowonderaround,Iwanthim



toalwaysfindmeattractive.MyGrandmother

wasyappingasalwaysupuntilwearrivedat

Snazo'splace,wewererightontimeandGugu

wasstillsettingupshewasalone..

Gugu:VelonoMangcobo

ShewassurprisedtoseemyGrandmother..

Gugu:BengithikuzauVelokphela(Ithought

onlyVelowascoming)

Grams:Awwchangiyakwaziukuthiuyalishaya

bhodimanjengizimemile(Iknowthatyoua

goodcooksoIinvitedmyself)

Gugu:There'snoproblem..I'm gladukuthinizile

(I'm gladyouguyscame)

Shelookedatme..

Gugu:Akamuhleyenabakithi(Youlookvery

beautiful)

Guguisveryextraandnowshewasmakingme

blush..



Gugu:MaNgcoboungangenauyohlalaphantsi,

sizolethaukudla(MaNgcoboyoucangoandsit

downwewillbringthefood)

MyGrandmotherwalkedtotheliving..

Gugu:Comeandhelpmewiththisbhabha

Iwentandhelpedher..

Me:Itsmellsnice

Her:

Waituntilyoutasteit..

Youcantakethattothedinningtable..

Me:Okay..Uhm isNazogoingtobejoiningus?

Her:Yeshejustwentouthewillbeback

Me:Ithoughthesaidhewantedtorestabit

Her:Nazodoesn'tsleepforthatlongduringthe

day,heisnotafanofsleepingatall

Me:Okay



Itookthefoodtothelounge..

Gugu:Nicegutter

Me:Thankyou

Her:Gettingmarriedanytimesoon?

Me:I..Well..

Thedooropened,SnazowalkedinwithShine.

Theysavedmefrom anawkwardmoment.

Shinewasholdinga6packofbeer,wellnowit

wasa5packandSnazowasholdingacanof

appetizer..Theywalkedinalllaughingandall

thatlaughterandtalkingtoomuchsiezedwhen

theyfoundusinthekitchen.Outofeveryone

SnazobroughtShine,themostannoyingperson

onearth..

Gugu:Ngathisekuzobayipartyneh?(Arewe

havingaparty)

Shine:MaGuguz!

Gugu:WeeeShineangisiyointangayakho(I'm



notyouragemate)

Helookedatme...

Shine:Bengithinjesizodlakodwamanje

ang'sazikahleumauNomveloakhipheeze

Christmas(Ithoughtthiswasjustadinnerbut

nowIdon'tknowsinceNomveloiswearingher

Christmasclothes)

Nazochuckled...

Me:Ugezilenje?(Didyouevenbath)

Gugu:Akenimeni(waitaminute)

ShelookedatShine..

Gugu:Shinetakelet'sgotothelivingroom take

theplates

Shinetooktheplatesandtheywenttotheliving

room,livingmeandNazointhekitchen..

Him:Umuhlekanjani..WithyourChristmas

outfit



Iattemptedtowalkawaybuthegentlygrabbed

myarm..

Him:Ngiyadlala(I'm justkidding)

Heputthecanonthetableandbithislowerlip,

whilestarringatmine..

Him:Umuhlenjani(Youverybeautiful)

Me:Thankyou

HeismyweaknessandIcansaythatI'm his

weakness,whenwealonehecan'tkeephis

handstohimself.Wefoundourselveskissing,

hethenpickedmeupandplacedmeonthe

kitchencounter.Hecameinbetweenmylegs

andwecontinuedkissing,hewentdowntomy

neckandstartedgivingmelovebites.Everybite

paralyzedme,Ican'tevenexplainhowhe

makesmefeelbecausewordsaren'tjust

enough.Myhandwasatthebackofhishead,

heforcedhishandsundermyvest..

Me:There's..There's..There'seldersinthe



livingroom

Hecontinuedkissingmeandsomeone

disturbedus..

Voice:Haininasiyabekaukudlalapho..

Nomvelohlika(weputfoodthere,Nomveloget

down)

ItwasGugu,Snazohelpedmetogetdown..

Shelookedatus..

Gugu:wewaitingforyoubesenina..Yazini

eLivingroom manje!(gotothelivingroom now)

Iwasabitembarrassed..

Gugu:Anisakhoninjenokuzibamba!(Youcan't

evenholdyourselves)

Wewalkedtothelivingroom andsatdown..

Westarteddishingup..

Gugu:Nomvelowillsaygrace

Ilookedateveryone..



Me:Let'scloseoureyes

Grams:AwususeiBeeretafulenimntakaPinky!!

(Removethebeerfrom thetable)

Shineremovedhisbeerfrom thetable..

Weallclosedoureyes..

Me:"Withgratefulthanks,love,andcare.We

bowourheadsingratitude,forthejoyful

blessingofourfood..Amen"

Everyone:Amen..

Shine:Is'lunguesingaka(suchandenglish)

Gugu:Ididn'tknowthatyoucanpray

SnazowinkedatmeandIjustlookedaway,not

tryingtoshoweveryonethatIwasblushing..

Westarteddishingup..

Grams:IthinkIknowwhatbringsushere

Thereshegoesagain..

Shelookedatme..



Grams:Velo..IthinkNazohasbeenwaiting

longenough

Alleyeswereonme..

Iswallowedandlookedathim..

Him:Yes..YesIwillmarryyou

Hesmiled..

Gugu:Finally!!Kuninisilindile(wehavebeen

waitingforawhilenow)

Me:Waityouknew?

Gugu:BabyIgavebirthtohim,ofcoursehetold

me

Shine:Sifile(wearedead)

Me:DrinkyourbeerShine

Grams:Thismomentisveryblessed

Gugu:Iagree..Umakotiwamiomuhlekangaka

mara(Ourbeautifulbride)

Iswearthatmycheekswerenowredfrom all



thatblushing..

_

NOMSA

Therewasaknockatthedoor,Ilookedatthe

timeanditwas20:00.Wewereallsittingat

loungewatchingTV..Thepersonknockedagain,

wealllookedateachother..

Me:I'llgetit

Istoodupwenttoopen,itwasourNeighbour

NaTwala..

Me:NaTwala

Her:Nomsa

Me:Whatareyoudoingheresolate?

Shemadeherwayin..

Her:Ngiyaxolisaukuningenelaebusukuso(I

apologizeforcomingheresolate)

Me:Iseverythingokay?



MyMom walkedin..

Ma:Hau..NaTwala,konkekuyakahle?(is

everythingokay)

Her:ShloboNgiyaxolisaukunihlaselaebusuku

so(Sorryforjustshowingupsolate)

Ma:Whatseemstobethematter?

Her:HaiakukholuthowenaShlobo(It'snothing

seriousmyfriend)

Welookedatherhopingthatshewilleventually

comeoutwithit..

Her:IwantedtoaskNomsaifshewillbeable

tohelparoundatthejoint,oneofmy

Employeesisonmaternityleave

NaTwalahasafastfoodjointsomewherein

townandit'smakingalotofmoneyforher.

Her:Iknowit'sshortnoticebutitwouldmeana

lottomeifyoucanstarttomorrowmorningat

8am sharp



Ididn'texpectthis..

IlookedatmyMom andshenodded..

Me:Uhm yes..Iwouldlovetoo,thankyouvery

much

Her:kubongamina(I'm theonethat'sthankful)

Iknowit'snotmuchbutit'sagreatstart..

_

MANTWA

Patelwasbackhomeandeverythinggoingwell

betweenus,mylifeseemstobeverypeaceful.I

satontopofhim,Ihadjusttakenashowerand

mybodywasstillabitwetandIhadatowel

wrappedaroundme,Iwrappedmyarmsaround

hisneck..

Him:Let'sgetmarried

Me:Huh?

Him:Nextyearisfar,let'sgetmarriedthis



festivejustaprivatewedding

Me:Areyousure?

Him:Iknowit'sshortnoticebutI'm sure

Me:Okaylet'sgetmarried(Smiling)

Ikissedhim..

_

NOMVELO

Thedinnerwasamazinglynice,GugucancookI

don'twannalie.Afterthedinnerwedrovemy

GrandmotherandShinehomethenafterSnazo

tookmetothisopenfield..

Him:Icomeheremostofthetimetolookatthe

starsandthemoon

HewasleaningagainstthecarandIwaswarm

inhisarms..

Me:Theybeautiful

Him:NotasbeautifulastheonethatI'm



holdingrightnow

Ilookedathim..

Him:IloveyouNomvelo

Me:Iloveyoutoo

Him:Areyousure?Doyoureallywanttomarry

me?

Me:Ido

Hekissedme...

Him:Letmetakeyouhome..It'sgettingabit

cold

Me:Okay

Hekissedmeagain..

NazoisjustsoosweetandI'm veryblessedto

havehim.Nkuliwasn'tlyingwhenshesaid

underneathitallheisabigteddybear.

.

Tobecontinued



Noedits
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NOMVELO

IwasgladthatNazowasgoingtobetheoneto

drivemetowork,Shinecanbeverydrainingat

timesandit'snotevenfunny..

Iwokeupinthemorningasalwaysand

preparedforwork,outofallthealcoholthatwe

consumedovertheweekendthewinewasthe

onlyoneleftsoIdecidedtohaveaglassbefore

leavingforwork,Ineededthatoneglassor

maybetwo.MyGrandmotherjustinvitedherself

intomyroom withoutevenknocking..

Me:Gramsyousupposedtoknockfirst

Her:Why?

Me:It'spolite

Shesawtheglassofwineonthedressing

table..



Her:Ohh

Me:It'snotlikethat

Her:It's6:45inthemorning,yougoingtowork

Me:IknowDuchessandrightnowIreallydon't

wanttobejudged

Her:Lobolanegotiationsarethiscoming

Saturdayyousaidthatyoureadytobeawife,

youagreedlastnightatthedinnertablewhen

NazoandGugumentionedthatandintwodays

timetheywillbesendingalettertoconfirm

Me:It'sjustoneglassofofwineDuchess

Her:At6:45whileyougoingtowork?

Ikeptquiet..

Her:Nomveloifyounotreadythendon'tmarry

Nazo

Me:Whatdoesmehavingaglassofwinehave

todowithmebeinghiswife?



Shelookedatme..

Me:Ijustwokeupfeelingabitdepressedandit

happensthatIhadwineandI'm havingjustone

glassnothingserious,don'ttreatmelikeI'm an

alcoholicbecauseI'm notone!

Her:AnywayItriedcallingNkuliandshe'snot

pickingup,I'm startingtogetabitworried

Me:Shewillbeback

Ilookedatthetime..

Me:Nazoisgoingtobehereanyminute

Her:Okayenjoywork

Me:Thankyou

_

MANTWA

Iwasstartingmyshiftabitlatetoday,I

swappedshiftswithoneofmycolleagues.I

wasgoingtoclockinat13:00intheafternoon



soInthemeantimeIdecidedtogoandvisitmy

MotherandmyBrother,Thoughmybrother

wasn'taroundhewasatschoolwriting.

NeverthelessIwashappytoseemyMother

mostlybecauseIwanthertohelpmeplanthe

wedding,togetherwithPatel'sMothersincewe

goingtoaccommodatetheIndianculture..

Mom:Howmanyguestsareyouguysgoingto

have?

Me:Patelsaidabout20from hissideandwe

cando30from ourside

Her:WehaveabigfamilyMantwa..30islittle

Me:It'saprivateweddingMa,wecan'tinvite

everyoneit'sgoingtobeexpensive

Her:Okayit'syourweddingaslongasyou

happy

(Silence)

Me:IwannainviteNazo



Her:Wecan'tgetallourrelativestothe

weddingbutthere'sspaceforanexconwho

almostmadeyoutakeyourlife?

Me:Ma..

Her:Whatam Isupposedtosay?Ihatethatboy

witheverythinginmeandIcan'twaitforkarma

tohithim

Me:Youshouldn'ttalklikethat

Her:WhatshouldIsay?Hehadagoodgirland

heplayedyou!Heleftyouwithabrokenheart

knowingyourhistorywithrelationshipscha!

awungiyekekancanenje!(leavemealone)

ClearlymyMom hasstrongfeelingsofhate

towardsNazothatIdidn'tknowexistedbutI

feellikeinvitinghim,soI'm goingtoinvitehim

_

NOMVELO

Nazocametofetchmeat7:00am my



Grandmotherwasabletokeephermouthshut

aboutmehavingaglassortwoofwine.Not

everydayisjoyful,therearetimeswhenIjust

wakeupverybrokenandtodaywasoneof

thosedays,Iwasn'tfeelingwell..

Nazo:Youveryquietthismorning..Whichis

veryunlikeyou

Me:I'm fine

Him:Shouldwegogetbreakfastsothatyou

cantellmewhat'seatingyou?

Me:I'm okay..I'm nothungry

Heheldmyhand..

Him:Nervousaboutthenegotiationsthis

comingweekend?Iknowit'stoosoonbut..

Me:Areyousurethatyouwantmetobeyour

wife?Imeantherearealotofgirlsoutthere

thatyoucanmarry

Him:Iwannamarryyou



Me:Nazo

Hepulledover..

Him:What'swrongkanti?

Me:Idon'tknow..IjustfeellikeI'm abigscrew

upintheworld,youdon'tneedsomeonelikeme

especiallysinceyourgiftmeanssomuchtoyou

Idon'tknowIfeellikeI'm notgoodenough

Me:YoumarryingmenotwhoIhavebecome,I

knowthatitwon'tbeeasyforyoutojustwake

uponedayandchangeeverythingthatyou

knowthat'swhywegoingtotakeitonedayata

time.IloveyouandIwantyoujustasyouare

Healwayshastherightthingtosayanddeep

downIlovehim butthere'sjusttoomuch

doubts..

Hesqueezedmycheek..

Him:Yougoingtobefine..You'llsee

Ismiled..



Me:Maybewecangoandhavebreakfast

Him:Yousaidnoalready...Idon'tdosecond

handresponses

Ilaughed..

Me:Getoveryourself

Hejoinedtheroadagain..

Me:Whatareyourplansfortoday?

Him:I'llbecheckingafewthingsatwork

Iwassurprisedtolearnthathisbusiness

makeshim soomuchmoneyGugutoldus

aboutitlastnightoverdinner,Icheckedtheir

FacebookpagetoowhenIgothomeandthey

havegoodreviews.Theirceilingdesignsareout

ofthisworld,theyalsoputtilesandnowthey

evendoabitofplumbinghereandthere.Nazo

istrulyblessed,noteveryoneexcellsinsucha

businessandwithhim itseemslikeeverything

hetouchesturnsintogold.Wewenttoeat



breakfastatWimpy,hetoldmetoorder

anythingthatIwantedinthemenusoI

compiledmyownbreakfastwiththehelpofthe

waitress..

Ilookedathim ashewasbusytalkingtothe

waitressputtinginorder,apartfrom him being

extremelycuteIstilldon'tunderstandwhyhe

wentforme.Nazocouldhaveanygirlthathe

wantswhyMe?IhavenodoubtthatI'm waytoo

childishforhim andhewantstomakemehis

wife..

Waitress:ShouldIbringyouanythingtodrinkin

themeantime?

Nazo:Youcanbringthedrinkstogetherwith

ourorder

Waitress:Noproblem

Hewalkedaway..

Him:I'llbegoingtoMpumalangasoonandI

wantyoutocomewithme



Me:Todowhat?

Him:Mybusinessisexpandingsowewantto

haveanotherbranchatMpumalanga

Me:I'dlikethatverymuch..Ican'twait

Him:BeforeIforgetyouhavetopickaring

Me:Really?

Him:Yesbecausewenotgoingtohaveawhite

weddingsoon

Me:Why?

Him:Iwannagiveyoutheweddingofyour

dreamsonlywhenIknowthatyouready..Right

nowyounotready,youreadytobemywifebut

younotcompletelyreadytobeamarried

woman.Afterthenegotiationswegoingtosign

andwegoingtohaveabiglunchforbothour

families,BishopMcCarthyisgoingtoblessour

unionbutawhiteweddingthatwillbe

determinedbyyouastimegoeson,Idon'twant



tooverwhelm youthatmuch

Ithoughtforawhile..

Me:IunderstandandIrespectyourdecision

Him:I'm gladthatweonthesamepage

Me:WhileweonthesamepagewiththatIwant

youtobeonthesamepagewithmeabout

something

Him:Talktome

Me:Ialsofeellikeyoureadytobeahusband

butyounotreadytobeaFather,sowewon't

haveanykidsuntilIfeelthatyouready..Idon't

wannaoverwhelm you

Helaughed..

Him:That..Thatisoffthetable

Me:It'sonthetable

Helaidbackandgavemeasidesmile..

Him:JustsoweclearI'm notgoingtousea



condom

Me:Didn'tsayyoushould

Him:I'm notpullingouteither

Me:Suityourself

Him:Andyounotgoingtousecontraception

Me:Nowthat'suptome

Heremainedquietforawhilewhilelookingat

me..

Him:Okayfairenoughandsexeverydayison

thetable

Me:Finebyme

Heraisedhiseyebrow..

Him:WhenIsaysex,withmeit'sintwoways..

Therewillbetimeformakingloveandthen

therewilltimefor..

Heleanedoverwhilebitinghislowerlip..

Him:Tearingthatpussyupwithouthavingany



mercy

Iputmyhandonmyface..

Me:Areyouevenallowedtosaysuchthings?

Youshouldn'tsaysuchthings

Him:Ican'twait..PlusIhaveabigappetite

Me:Whereisthewaitresswithourfood?This

conversationisreallystartingtogetoutofhand

Helaughedandtookhisphone..

Him:LetmecheckmyEmailsquickly

Honestlyspeakingtheconversationwas

makingmeveryhornyandyouknowwineisn't

reallyhelping,it'sbeenawhilesinceIlastgot

laidandrightnowIwaslookingforwardtothe

negotiationsmainlybecauseIwannagetlaid.

Anotherthingthatmakesmetofallverymuch

inlovewithhim isthefactthathesawfittodo

thingstherightwayfirstbeforewecouldgive

ourselvestoeachotherinthatmanner.Ilove



him sosomuchandIcouldn'taskforbetter

redemptionthanhim..

Him:Stopstarringatmethatmuchyougoing

toendupmelting,IknowI'm thathot

Ilaughed..JusttothinkthatIwokeupinavery

badmoodandnowI'm alllaughing,Iam very

gratefultohavehim andIhopeheishereto

stay.I'm notreadyforanotherheartbreak..

Me:Iloveyousomuch

Heputhisphonedown..

Him:IloveyoutooNana

Thewaitressbroughtourbreakfast..

.

Tobecontinued
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NOMVELO

Afterbreakfasthedrovemetowork,Imustsay



thatmydaywentfrom badtobeinggoodina

matterofanhour.IloveNazoandIlove

spendingtimewithhim,ifitwasuptomeI

wouldbewithhim 24/7.Therewasnooneat

thereceptionsothatgaveustimetobeall

touchy,asalways..

Me:Whatareyourplansfortoday?

Him:GuguandIwegoingtofetchmy

GrandfatherfortheLobolanegotiationsthis

comingweekend

Me:Wellwithus,wehavedemonstoexorcize

Him:Yousayingthatasiflikeyouenjoy

workingherenow

Me:IthinkIdoenjoyworkingherenow,it'sa

veryuniqueexperienceandit'saneyeopener.I

neverthoughtthatsuchthingsreallyexisted

Hekissedme..

Him:I'm gladyouenjoying



Zeash:Iknewthatsomethingwasgoingon

betweenyoutwo

Nazo:HeyZeash

Zeash:Hisugarhowareyou?

Nazo:Iam wellandyou?

Zeash:Iam goood

Nazo:Iwillseeyoulater

Me:Okay

Hekissedmeagain..

Nazo:Whatdoyouguysusuallyeatduring

lunch?

Zeash:Weeatfood

Nazogaveheraweirdlook..

Zeash:Don'tworryweasmallfamilysothe

companyprovides

Nazo:Okaythat'sgood



Me:I'llseeyoulater

Nazo:Lateritis

Hewalkeuptothedoor..

Zeash:ByeSugar

Nazo:Bye

Zeashturnedandlookedatme..

Me:What?

Zeash:SpillitoutDearieIwannahear

everything..Howdidithappen?Areyouguys

reallyacouplenow?

Me:Yesweareacouple

Zeash:Youtwolooksweettogetherbutknow

thathewillremainmycrush

Ilaughed..

Zeash:NotthatI'm goingtostealhim butheis

mycrushandwillremainone

Me:Noted..



Dawnmadehiswayin..

Dawn:Goodmorningladies

Zeash:MorningBoss

Me:Morning

Dawn:WelcomebackVelo

Me:Thankyou

Dawn:Iseveryonearound?

Zeash:YesIthinkso

Dawn:Seminarroom

Zeash:Meeting?

Dawn:Yes

ZeashandIlookedateachother,soundsso

serious..

_

NAZO

IdrovebackhometofetchGugusothatwecan



gogetmyGrandfather..

Gugu:Almostdone

Shealwaystakesforever..

Me:Ismakeupevennecessary?

Shelookedatme...

Her:Yesitis

Ishookmyhead..

Her:SowhenareyougoingtomeetyourFather?

Me:Iam busy

Her:Thoughtwetalkedaboutthis

Me:YoutalkedGuguandIlistened

Her:Soyoudon'twannameethim?

Me:Idon'tevenknowhisname

Her:Youcangettoknowhim

Me:Iwilldon'tpush

Myphonerang,itwasanunsavednumber...



Me:Hello?

Ididn'thearanyonefrom theotherend..

Me:Hello?

Iheardsomethingbreathing..

Me:Whoisthis?

Voice:Nazoit'sme!!Pleasehelpme!!!(Crying)

Me:Nkuli?

ItsoundedlikeNkuli..

Her:Pleasehelpmeorheisgoingtokillme!!!

Me:Whatisgoingon?

ThenIheardavoiceatthebackground,amale

voice..

Voice:Whoareyoutalkingtoo?Howdidyou

getaccesstothephone?

IheardastruggleandthenIheardNkuli

screamingbeforethelinewentdead..



Me:Hello?Nkuli?

Gugu:Whatisgoingon?

Me:Idon'tknow..

Icalledthenumberagainbutnoonepickedup..

Gugu:Nazowhat'sgoingon?

Me:ThatwasNkuli..Ithinksheisbeingheld

hostageorsomething

Gugu:Really?andthekidnappersgavehera

phone?Hownice..

Me:ItsoundedseriousGugu

Her:WithNkuliyouwillneverknow

_

NKULI

Me:And?

Jabu:Soundedabitconvincing

Me:Abit?



Him:Idon'tknowNkuli..Ihaveneverfakeda

kidnapbeforeIjusthopethatthisisnotgoing

tocomeandbitemeintheass

Jabuisagoodfriendofmineandrightnowhe

ishelpingmefakemyownkidnap..

Jabu:Youreallylovethisguydon'tyou?

Me:YesIdoandI'llbedamnedishemarries

mycousin

Ipickeduptheglassofwine..

Me:HecouldhaveanygirlthathewantsIdon't

knowwhyhewentforher,worseshewas

datinghisBrotherwhopassedonafewmonths

agoIjustdon'tknowwhat'sgoingon.

Somethingisnotright,Theyseem verymuch

inloveobviouslywhateverisgoingonstarteda

longtimeagobutNazoisnotlikethat.Heloved

hisBrothermorethananythinghewouldn'tdate

NomvelowhileNomvelowasstillwithNisoand

iftheystarteddatingrecentlywhywouldhe



proposesoquicklyifhe'snotreallytryingto

spiteme..

Jabu:Youthinkheisgettingmarriedtospite

you?MarriageabigstepIdon'tthinkhewould

doittospiteyou

Me:EitherwayJabuI'm broken.Nomvelois

goingtolivemydream

Him:Nkuliweren'tyouandtheguydone?You

lookedlikeyoumovedon

Me:Nazowasinandoutofjail,thelasttimehe

gotlockedupIdidn'tthinkthathewasgoingto

comeoutbecausehehadsoomanycharges.I

thoughtIwasgoingtowaitforeverandI

couldn'tbecausethingsathomewerenotgood.

MyMothermarriedanothermanwhodidn't

wantme,Ididn'twannaliveatmy

Grandmother'sforever.WhenIfinallywentto

schoolIstruggledfinancially,IhadtodowhatI

hadtodoformyfeestobepaidsoIcangetmy



qualificationitwasneveraboutlove.Itwasall

aboutmoneyandnowIhearhehasabooming

businessandNomveloisjustgoingtocashin

oneverythingthat'snotright.IloveNazowith

allmyheartandhim beingthisfinancialstable

wasgoingtobeabonus

Jabu:Myexleftmeformybestfriendbecause

hehadmoneyandIwasdown,IlovedherandI

wantedrevengebutitwasnotworthit.Please

don'tdosomethingthat'sgoingtoruinyour

future,toruinwhatyouhave

Me:NomveloandIwehaveacloserelationship

she'smylittlesisterandIdon'tunderstandwhy

shewoulddothis,Iseriouslydon'tunderstand

whyshewouldbeapartofNazo'splantoget

backtome.Irefusetoletthisbe..It'snotright

atall

Him:IknowthatyouhurtbutthisiscrazyNkuli,

letthem be..Fightingthem you'llonlybehurting

yourself,theysoundliketheytrulyinlove..



Anywayhowdidyouevengethisnumber?

Me:Istoleitfrom Nomvelo'sphonewhileshe

wassleeping

Jabu:AiiNkuli,izintoozenzayo(thingsthatyou

do)

_
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Gugu:Areyouokay?

Me:I'm good

Her:InafewdaysyouwillbemakingNomvelo

yourwife,I'veseenherwithNiso.ThenI'veseen

herwithyou.IwillbehonestIwasindenial

aboutyourrelationshipwithherbutafterseeing

youguystogether.IwishIhadthatwhenIwas

yourage,youtwoarebeautifultogether.You

makeloveseem soeasyandnowI'm withouta

doubtthatitwasmeanttobesopleasedon't

ruinitwithNkuli.Thatexofyourshasalways



beentricky,NkuliisconnivingNazoandthisis

oneofherplans

Me:SoyousayingIshouldletitgo?

Her:That'sexactlywhatI'm saying,ifsheis

reallykidnappedwhywouldshecallyou?Why

notcallherfamily?Itdoesn'tmakesenseatall

andwheredidshegetyournumberfrom?Nkuli

isupononeofhertricksasalways

Me:ForhersakeIhopenotbecausenothingis

goingtochange,I'm stillgoingtomarry

Nomvelo

_

NOMVELO

Dawn:Wewillbeleavingin5mintime..Didyou

getallthedetailsfrom Zeash?

Me:YesIdid

Helookedatme..

Him:Istheresomethingthatyouwanttotellus?



Me:Idon'tthinkso

Him:BigdayonSaturday

Me:AhhNazoalreadytoldyou

Him:Congratulations

Me:Thankyou

Myphonerang..

Me:Excuseme

Iwentandanswered,thenumberlookedabit

familiar..

Me:Hello

Nomsa:HelloVelo

Me:Nomsa?

Her:Howareyou?

Me:Whatdoyouwant?

Her:Igotyournumberfrom Danger..Iwould

liketomeetupwithyousothatwecantalk



Me:Aboutwhat?

Her:PleaseVelo

Isighed..

Me:Finewecanmeetupandtalk

Her:Thankyouverymuch

Shewasextremelyhumble,whichisunlikeher..

Her:Youwillletmeknowwhichdaysuitsyou

best

Me:Okay

Her:Bye

Me:Bye

.

Tobecontinued
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FRIDAYNIGHT

Itwasliketheweekjustwentbyveryfast,

beforeIrealizeditwasonedaybeforethe

negotiations.Iwasnervousabouttomorrow,

Dangerwillbehandlingthenegotiationswith

oneofmyhardcoreUnclesandalsoour

neighbour'shusband.Ihopethateverything

goeswell,Ipraythatnoexternalforcewill

intervene.Ihadcontactedmyfriendsfrom

schoolToriandPowerandtoldthem aboutthe

negotiations,theyhavebeentryingtocontact

meforawhilenowandIkeptonignoringthem.

ThereasonthatIcutallcontactwiththem was

that,theywereapainfulreminderofwhatI

could'veachieved.Beingafashiondesigner

wasmyhighestcallingandaftermyUncle

passedonthatdream diedandIhadtodrop

out.Iwasshockedwhentheyresponded

positivelytothenews,theywereveryexcited

formethattheyplanneda"Bridalshower".Talk



aboutbeingdramatic,whileit'snotevenawhite

wedding.Weweregoingtosleepoveratsome

hotelforthenightandthendrivebackhome

veryearlyinthemorning,Nazopaidforourstay

atthehotelwhenItoldhim aboutthebridal

showerandIalsoinvitedZeash.My

Grandmotherwasabitagainstthewholeidea

atfirstbutthensheendedupagreeing.Iwasso

gladtoseeToriandPoweragain..

Me:Thankyouguysforbeinghereandthank

youforthis

Zeash:Weshouldbethankingyoubecausehe

paidforeverything

Tori:LadieswehaveTanqueraythatwillgowell

withTonic,strawberriesandlemon.Thenwe

haveMoet,andwealsohaveabottleoftwo

oceanssauvignonblanc..Sowhoisdrinking

what?

ToriandPowerdon'tknowaboutmycurrent



relationshipwithalcoholandIdon'tthinkI

wannatellthem.Theyhavedoneverywellfor

themselves,nextyeartheygraduatingandthis

DectheybeattendingafashionshowintheUK.

Iam innopositiontobelayingdownmy

failures,thisisourreunionandIwantusto

enjoy.Wewerewearingsilkpajamasthatwere

whiteincolour,notthatancienttypeofdesign

anddefinitelythepantsweren'tlong.Powerhad

broughtalongbunnyearsjusttomakeitmore

fun..

Power:WhileweonthedrinksandI'llhavetonic

waterwithiceonly..

Sheturnedtome..

Her:ToriandIgotyouagift

Toricamewiththebox...

Me:Whatisit?

Power:Openit



Iopeneditanditwasaverysexyblacklingerie

accompaniedbyanexpensiveperfume..

Tori:Tospiceupthingsinthebedroom

Zeash:Youshouldtryiton

Me:Iam notgoingtotryiton

Tori:Justknowthatifhecan'tf**you3timesa

daythenwewantitback

Wealllaughed..

Tori:Anddrinksareserved

Zeash:Igotyousomethingtoo

Me:Youguysshouldn'thave

IopenedZeash'spresentanditwasalso

steamy..

Tori:Handcuffsandawhip,Ishould'vethought

aboutgettingyouthat

Me:ThisisjustonanotherlevelI'm notgoingto

usethem



Zeash:Comeon..Theyreallycostmealotof

money

Power:Areyouevenallowedtogetthatmuch

dirtyImeanyoumentionedsomethingabout

him beingapreacher

Me:Wedefinitelynotgoingtousethe

handcuffsandwhatnot

Tori:NeverinamillionyearsdidIthinkyou

woulddatesomeonewhoisreligious

Me:WellIalsosurprisemyselfattimes

Zeash:Heisactuallynotthatstrictwhenit

comestoreligion,heisaverycoolguyandyou

wouldn'teventellthatheisapreacher

Power:Canweseehim?

Me:YaIguessso

Itookmyphoneandshowedthem hispicture..

Power:Wowthat'shim?



Tori:Letmeseethat

Hetookmyphoneandlookedatthepicture..

Tori:Heisveryyummy

Zeash:Itoldyouguys

Tori:Canyouvideocallhim?Atleaston

WhatsApp?

Power:Tori!

Tori:What?Iwannaseehim maybeVelocityis

playingus

Me:Youalwaysuptalkingbull(laughing)

Tori:Comeon

Me:Finegivememyphone

Theycameandstoodbehindme..

Ivideocalledhim..Ididn'tthinkhewasgoingto

respondbuthedid,hecaughtusoffguard...

Me:Hey..Hi..Didn'tthinkyouweregoingto

respond



Him:Whywouldn'tI?

Me:Thoughtyouwerewiththeguys

Him:Iam

Me:Whatareyouguysdoing?

Him:Areyoucheckinguponme?

Me:Notentirely

Him:WediscussingtheBible..Zaineisholding

downthesermon

Ilaughed..

Me:Really?

Him:Yaheisaprophetafterall

Power:WaitZaine?ImeanasinlikeProphet

ZaineRadebe?

PowerisobsessedwithProphetZaineRadebe,

evenbackatschoolshewouldbewatchinghis

SermonsonYouTube..

Zeash:Youknowhim?



Power:Whodoesn'tknowProphetZaine?

Nazo:Andwhoareyou?

Me:OhhthesearemyfriendsAmandlaandTori,

theonesItoldyouaboutandyouknowZeash..

Yallthisismyhusband

Zeash:Excuseusmissthang

Tori:Wejustwantedtoseeifyoureallyas

handsomeashowwesawyouinthepic

Nazo:And?

Tori:Iam gettinganerectionrightnowsoI

thinkthestatementspeaksforitself

Nazo:What???

TrustToritosaysuchthings..

Me:NevermindToriheisveryextra

Power:Toribehave!

Tori:What?I'm beingserious

Wethenheardanothervoicecallingout..



Nazo:Ihavetogoladies

Me:Okayenjoyyournight

Nazo:Youtoo..Iloveyou

Me:Iloveyoutoo

Tori:Allofasuddenthetemperatureinthis

room justincreased..I'm goingtogetthedrinks

Zeash:Howaboutwemakethiswholethinga

game?

Welookedather..

Zeash:Whydon'twechallengethem?Dothe

Kupechallengesendhim thevideoandhave

them dothesame

Power:YouseriouslygonnaaskProphetZaine

todotheKupechallenge?

Me:Youevenheardtheyholdingdowna

Sermon

Zeash:Trustme..WherethereisDawnthere's



nosermon

Tori:It'sactuallyagoodidea

Me:Idon'tknowguys

Zeash:Comeonit'saharmlesssongandIhave

thesong

Ireallyfeltsometypeofwayaboutthis..

_

SNAZO

Ilookedatthedealer..

Me:Fold

Iputmycardsupsidedownonthetable..

Dawn:Hitme

Me:Doyouhaveagoodhand?

Dawn:Trustme

Thedealerhithim upanditturnedoutthat

Dawndidn'thaveagoodhand,itwasaflop..



Dawn:Ialmosthadit!

Ishookmyhead..

Zaine:Maybeifyouboyscouldgoslowonthe

beeritwillhelp

DawnandIweweretheonlyonesdrinkingbeer,

ZaineandBadruweredrinkinggingerale.Badru

wastheonehostingus,wewerehavingour

minibachelorpartyatthebackofhishouseby

thepool..

Badru:Areyouguysevensupposedtobe

drinking?

Me:I'm goingtobesomeone'shusband

tomorrowandinaweek'stimeI'llbeordaineda

Preacher,thisismylastencounterwithbeer

afterthisourrelationshipisover.PlusI'm only

having2or3,Iprayedonthis..

IthenlookedatDawn..

Me:Idon'tknowwhathisexcuseis



Dawn:Iam anexorcist..Idon'tdosermonsand

whatnot,I'm adifferentspiritualbreed

Zaine:Youjustturnedinyourchip..Howlong

hasitbeen?

Dawn:3-4years

Zaine:Ithasbeenajourney

Dawn:Alongandgoodjourneypluswe

gamblingisn'tthatoutofhandProphets?

Badru:It'snotgamblingifthere'snomoney

involved

Me:Excuses..Excuses...

Wealllaughed..

Me:Thankyouverymuchforthisnight

Zaine:Youwelcome..Youwon'tgetthisnight

everagainsoenjoy

Myphonebeeped..Icheckeditanditwasa

videofrom Nomvelo,myheartsankabit.Iwas



worriedbecausethelasttimeshesentmea

videoitwasn'tsogood.Idownloadeditand

playedit,itwasactuallynotsobad.Itwasgood

toseethatshewashavingfunwithherfriends

andIsawnoevidenceofalcohol..

Me:Ohwsothisisachallenge

Dawn:Challenge?

Ishowedhim thevideosinceitwasn'tviolating

anything..

Dawn:Theywantustodothat?

Me:Apparently

Zaine:Dowhat?

Ipassedhim thephone,hewatcheditandthen

laughed...

Zaine:Iam notdoingthat

Badru:I'm definitelyalsonotdoingthat

Me:I'lldeliverthesadnews



Ivideocalledher..

Her:Heyyougotit?

Me:Igotit

Her:Totallyadumbassideafrom myfriends

Me:Wenotgoingtodothat

Her:Iknewyouweren't(laughing)

IturnedmyphonetoZaine..

Me:Wannaexplain?

Zaine:Igotcoldfeet..Andmyagenolonger

allowsme

Velo:PowercomeandseeitsProphetZaine

Ihandedhim myphone,Iwasabitsurprisedto

hearNomvelosayingthatIdidn'tthinkthatshe

knewZaine,consideringthefactthatshe'snot

thatspiritual..

Power:Ohhhmywordit'sProphetZaine!!Iam

soblessed



Zaine:SeethathypeI'm getting..That'sthe

exacthypethatthevideowillgenerateandit

willbeaproblem formebecausenoonewill

takemeseriousanymoreasaprophetbutI

guessDawncandoit,heisanExorcisthehas

nothingtolose

Ilaughed..

Dawn:Sorryladies..Myreputationisontheline,

demonswon'ttakemeseriouslyanymore

WealllaughedasZainehandedmebackmy

phone..

Me:IhavetogoI'llcallyoutomorrowmorning

Her:Okayenjoy

Me:Iloveyousoomuch

Her:Iloveyoutoo

Zaine:Theendless"Iloveyousomuch"When

therelationshipisstillnewandfreshreminds

mebackthenwhenmyrelationshipwasstill



newwithBonolo

Me:everythingchanged?

Zaine:Ihave4kidsandagranddaughterwho

alwayswantsherGrandmother'sattention,life

athomehaschanged

Me:YouhaveaGranddaughter?

Him:Yesfrom myfirstbornblessing..He

travelsalotsohisDaughterliveswithusand

myother3areinvarsitybuttheyalways

showingupathome

Me:Can'twaittohavemyownsoccerteam

Badru:ExcusemeIhavetotakethiscall

Heexcusedhimselffrom thetable..

_

NOMVELO

"Iwannalast,wannalastforeverIwannadance,

wannadanceallnightIwannalast,wannalast



foreverIwannadance,dance,danceallnight

Babybendover,babybendoverBabybendover,

letmeseeyoudothatyogaBabybendover,

babybendoverBabybendover,letyourbooty

dothatyoga"

IforgothowmuchfunthegirlscanbeandI

wassohappythatIdidn'tdrinkthatmuch,

ThoughIwastemptedtohavemorebutI

restrainedmyself.ToriandZeashwereabitout

ofitandPowerisnotabigfanofalcohol,so

whiletheywerebeingcrazyPowerandIwentto

standatthebalconyjusttocatchupabit..

Her:Iam soproudofyou..Tomorrowyou

officiallygoingtobesomeone'swife

Ismiled..

Me:Iknow

Her:Youdon'tseem happy

Me:Iam happyjustthat..



Her:What?

Me:Whatam Igoingtobe?Apreacher'swife

fortherestofmylife?

Her:Whatdoyoumean

Me:Youknowthatgoingtodesignschoolwas

mydream,IwanttobeadesignersobadPower

Her:Youcanstillgobacktocollege,youcan

stillbeadesigner.Beingapreacher'swifewon't

changethat

Me:Idon'tthinkthat'showitworks,mostof

them arehousewivesyoureallythinkIcanstill

traveltheworldasadesignerwhileI'm a

preacher'swife?Won'tbemycommitments

change?

Sheexhaled..

Her:DidyoutalktoNazoaboutthis?

Me:No

Her:Youshouldandheseemslikeagood



personIdon'tthinkhewillforbidyoufrom

achievingyourgoals

Me:Ihopenot

Toricameuptous..

Tori:ComeonyoutwoGrandmothers!Thisis

thelasttimewegoingtohavethismuchfun

Power:Comeonlet'sgo

Sheheldmyhandandwewentbackin.Isat

downandwatchedthem busydancingaround,

aftertomorrowthispartofmylifewon'texist

anymore.Designschoolwillalwaysremaina

dream tome..

.
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SATURDAY

Weleftthehotelveryearlyinthemorning

PowerandToridroppedmeoffatmyplaceso

thatIcouldprepareforthedayahead,My

intentionsweretosleepabitseeingthatlast

nightIhardlysleptbecausemymindwas

wonderingaroundandalotofthoughtskept

meawake.Beingmarriedbeittraditionallyorin

awhitedressisnotaneasysteptotake,and

marriageisdefinitelynotaneasyjourney.There

arethingsthatyouneedtogiveup,Thingsthat

yourequiredtodoandmostofthetime

compromisingisalwaysrequired.Ihave

dreamsandIhaveaspirations,IloveNazoandI

am willingtobehiswifebutatthesametimeI

am notsureifI'm goingtobethewifethathe

needs.Hislifehaschangedandalotisgoingto

berequiredofme,let'sfaceitIam notevena

spiritualPerson..

MyGrandmotherseemedhappy,Nkuli'sMom



wasaroundtohelpshewillbefullyhandson

thepotsandourneighbourMaStholewasalso

heretohelpwiththecleaning.Nkulihassince

disappearedknowingthetypeofpersonthat

sheis,wenotevensureifshe'smissingorjust

wenttooneofherrichboyfriends.My

GrandmotherandherMothersaidwewillsee

thematterrightafterthenegotiations..

Aunty:Andhereisyourdresstogetherwithyour

doek,theminiblanketandtheflatshoesthat

yousupposedtowear

Ilookedatit,itwasabeautifultraditionaldress.

Itwasn'tanancientdesignandIlikeditalot..

Me:Thankyou

Her:Areyouokay?

Me:YesIam

Sheclosedthedoorofmybedroom andthen

satdownonthebed.Afewsecondspassed

withoutussayinganything..



Me:I'm justabitscared,ImeanIdoloveNazo

andeverythingbutIdon'tknowifI'm readyfor

marriage

Her:Iunderstand..Imeanyouyoungandyouat

anagewereyouwannaenjoylife

Me:Iwannaachievealotofthings,Iwannago

backtodesignschoolatsomepoint.Ijustwant

alotofthingsformyselfandIdon'tknowifI'll

beabletodoallofthatwhenI'm tieddown.If

I'm marriedIwillhavelimitedfreedom and

Nazoisnowverycomplicatedsincehetooka

spiritualpath

Her:Marriagedoesn'tnecessarilymeanthat

yourloveisover,notallmarriagesarea

nightmare.YessomeMenmightuseLobolato

controlyouandeveryaspectofyourlifebutnot

allofthem arelikethat,NazoisyoungandI

doubthewouldbeanightmare.Youguysneed

totalkaboutyourindependencyandseehow

hefeelsaboutyoudoingcertainthingslike



goingbacktoschoolandeverything.Ma

speakshighlyofhim andIknowthatheisgoing

tomakeyouhappy,shetoldmetherehasbeen

alotofchangeinyousincehecameintoyour

life.Shesaysyouhavebeenlaughingmore,

smilingmore,shesaysyourlifehastakena

differentdirectionfrom thatdarkplacethatyou

werein.YouhavebeenthroughalotVelo,you

foundoutthingsthatnooneshouldeverknow

abouttheirparent.Iwantyoutoknowthatwe

werealsoblindsided,JJblindsidedallofus.

Lookthisisyourchanceatexperiencingtrue

loveandhappiness,IknowGuguverywellwe

grewuptogetherandsheisabitofatough

cookiebutsheisaverygoodpersonandshe

mightnotfillthatvoidofVeronicabutshewill

alwaysbethere.ShewillalwaysbetheMother

thatyouneverhad.Loveisabeautifulthingand

notallgirlsarethislucky,takethisopportunity

andembraceit.ThisisGodblessingyouandI

wishyounothingbuthappiness,nowlistento



yourheartandbelieveinthelovethatyouboth

shareandturnadeafeartothewhispersof

fear

Thatwasamouthful,Ineededtohearthat.

Me:Wow

Ifeltmyselfgettingabitemotional..

Her:Nowcomeonhelpustoprepare

everythingbecausetimemovesfastbeforeyou

knowithisUncleswillbehere..Comeongetup

Me:Haveyouheardanythingfrom Nkuli?

Her:No...Nothing,Nkuliisnotachildandshe

needstostartactingheragebecausethislife

willonlyproducedeadlyresults.Shecan'tlive

likethisforever

Me:Apartofmewishesthatshewashere

Her:Shewould'vebeendramaticabout

everything,maybethisisfatesavingusfrom

herruiningthingsforyou..Comehelpmecook



sothatyoucanlearnafewthings,Imustsend

youafewofmyrecipes

Me:Iwouldlikethatverymuch

Her:Let'sgoandgettoitthen

_

NAZO

Ispentabout2hoursatthechurchcompound,

mostofthattimewenttoprayingand

meditation.Icouldn'tfeelanyexternalevilforce

thatmightwannainterveneandpreventthe

negotiations,itseemslikeeverythingisgoingto

gowell.Iam proudofthispartofmylife.After

Nkulicommitmentneverreallycrossedmy

mindbuttodayIam startingonanewpathwith

someonewhoisverydeartomyheart.I

chuckledatthethoughtofhowmylifehas

turnedout,it'samazinghownotsolongago

rightnowwewouldbeformulatingaplanon

howtopulloutaperfectheist.Andtoday,Iam



savingsouls.Istilldon'tknowwhyGodchose

meforthistypeofministrywhileInevereven

believedinhim,Ineverbelievedinhisexistence.

It'samazinghowlifeturnsout,Ibelievenow

thatGodhasaplanforallofus.Ifhecould

changeahardcorecriminallikemyselfthen

there'snotellingwhathecandoforyou,

tomorrowyourlifemightchangeforthebetter.

Allthat'sneededistohavefaithandbelievein

him,Godwilldoitforyouaccordingtoyour

faith.Ifhecandoitformethenhecancertainly

doitforyoutoo..IwasnowwaitingforProphet

Badru,hecalledandsaidthathewillfetchme

andthatwehavetogosomewhere.Iwondered

wherewegoingatthistimeofthemorning.He

sentmeatextthatheisoutside,Istoodupand

mademywayout.Weweregoingtotakehis

carandleaveminebehind..

Igavehim ahandshake..

Him:Howareyoumanareyougood?



Me:YeahI'm good

Him:Prayingforeverythingtogosmoothly?

Ilookedatthesky,itwasabitcloudybutit

lookedlikeduringthedayitwillbehot..

Me:NaaI'm good

Him:Readytogo?

Me:Whereareweevengoing?andhowlong

willittake

Him:You'llsee

Ilookedathim..

Him:Don'tworryitwon'ttakethatlong

Iwonderwherehewastakingme..

_

NOMVELO

Ilookedatmyselfinthemirroragain,Iwasn't

wearinganymake-upnotbychoicebutmy

familyinsistedthatIdon'twearanymakeup.I



lookedattheminiblanketthatbalancedvery

wellaroundmyshouldersheldtogetherinthe

middlebyasafetypin,Ilookedatthedoekmy

Auntywastheonewhohelpedmetotieit.I

wasn'tusedtothislook,itjustshowedthatmy

oldlifeisgone.TheoldNomveloisgone,I

heardaknockatthedoor..

Me:Comein

ThedooropenedmyGrandmotherwalkedin.

Her:Wowaveumuhle(youlookbeautiful)

Me:Thankyou

Her:OurlittleNomveloisgone,todayyougoing

tobecomesomeone'swife

Forthefirsttimeweremylifeisinvolvedshe

hadtearsofjoy,Ihavelongedforsomeoneto

beproudofme..

Her:Iam sohappyandsoproudofyouVelo

andIam gratefulthatGodrememberedyouin



thedepthsofyourpainandsuffering

Iblockedmyowntearsfrom falling..

Me:Soomuchtearstoday

Shewipedhersassomeoneelseknocked

again..

Grams:Comein

Dangerwalkedin..

Danger:Goodmorning

Wegreetedhim back..

Him:Wowyoulookdifferentandverybeautiful

Grams:That'swhatIwastellingher

Danger:Theygoingtobehereinanhour'stime..

Areyouready?

Inoddedrepeatedly..

Grams:I'llgiveyoutwosomespace

Shewalkeduptothedoor..



Grams:OhwVelobeforeIforget..Gugucalled

shesaysyounotsupposedtohavethatmini

blanketaroundyourshoulders,theyhaveoneat

theirplaceandshewillputaroundyour

shoulderslaterwhenyougototheirplace.

That'showtheygoingtowelcomeyouastheir

bride

Me:Okay

Danger:Wehaven'tevenstartedandalready

theycomingwithrules

Grams:It'showtheydothingsDangerit'snot

soserious

Sheopenedthedoor..

Her:Anddon'tbestubbornaboutanything,this

isNomvelo'sday

Danger:Wewilltrynottoo

MyGrandmotherwalkedout..

Him:Lookatyou,yourMom wouldbesoproud



Me:Thankyou

Him:Areyousurethatyouwannadothis?Are

youreadytodothis?

Me:YesIam

Him:Okaythenlongasyousure

Me:Youlookgoodwiththejacketand

everything

Helaughed..

Him:Notreallymystylebuttheyneedtosee

thatweserious

Myphonebeeped,Iwenttocheckitanditwas

aWhatsAppmessagefrom Power..

Me:It'smyfriend

Danger:Okayletmegoandmakesurethatyour

Uncleisnotgettingdrunkalready

Me:Heisdrinking?

Danger:Hestartedveryearly,hemightpassed



outwhilewehavingthenegotiations

Ilaughed..

Him:Ithinkthisisappropriatenow

Hecameandgavemeahug..

Him:aslongasyouhappythat'sallthat

matters,allIwantistoalwaysseeyouhappy

Hebrokethehug..

Him:Iheardheisapastor,Prophetwhatishe

again?

Me:Apreacher

Him:Yesthat..Sothere'snoreasontothreaten

him

Me:Idoubt

Him:Aslongashetreatsyourightthenmeand

him won'thaveanyawfulaltercations

Me:I'm surehewill

Mydrunkcalledout..



Danger:That'smyqueuetogo

Me:Justmonitorhim

Danger:Iwill

Hewalkedout..

IcheckedtheWhatsAppmessagefrom Power

anditread:

"Ihopetodaygoesallwell,youdeservehislove

tothefullest"hermessagewasaccompanied

byanaudio.Iplayedit

"K'dalandilindiletosayhowmuchIloveyou,I

gotthismessageforyou.NdithiIdongiyavuma

I..K'dalandilindilenhliziyoyamiyonke,Igotthis

messageforyouNdithiIdo,ngiyavumaI"

IforwardedittoNazoandthensatdownonthe

bedwaitingforhisreply,tookhim awhile

beforehewasonline.Isawhim typingbutthen

hestopped,Inoticedthathewasnowrecording

something..ThenhesenttheVN,withhim he



wasactuallysingingwhenIplayedthesongand

hestartedthesonginthemiddle:

"Youalreadywaitedupforhours

Justtospendalittletimealonewithme,

AndIcansayI'veneverboughtyouflowers

Ican'tworkoutwhatthemean,

IneverthoughtthatI'dlovesomeone,

Thatwassomeoneelse'sdream.

'Causeyougivemesomething

Thatmakesmescared,alright,

Thiscouldbenothing

ButI'm willingtogiveitatry"

IblushedalonebecauseIusedlovethissong

byJamesMorris,yougivemesomething.He

textmeagain..

************WhatsApp**********



Him:IfmyUnclesandmyGrandfathermessup

weeloping,wegoingtogetmarriedinVegas

Me:Lolthat'sinsane

Him:Typing....

Me:IwasnervousbutnowthatyoutextedmeI

feelbetter

Him:IfeelrelaxedbecauseI'm literallygoingto

killthem iftheymessthisup...Literally!

Me:Hahahayathat'sfunny

Him:IloveyousoomuchandIcan'twaittosee

youlater

Me:That'sifyourUnclesdon'tmessup

Him:IstillhavesomeGangsterleftinmethey

betternot

Me:Ihavetogolove

Him:ByeMaButhelezijnr

Me:ByeMrButhelezi



Talkingtohim mademefeelawholelotbetter..

_

SNAZO

Badru:Okaywehere

Iputmyphoneinmypocket,Irealizedthatwe

wereinacardealership..

Me:Whatexactlyisgoingon?

Him:Let'sgoin

WegotoutofhisJaguarandwemadeourway

in..

Me:IsthiswhatIthinkitis?

Him:Idon'tknowwhatyouthinking

Whenwewalkedinitwasalmostasiflikethey

werealreadyexpectingus,somewomanmet

ushalfway..

Her:GoodmorningProphet

Shealsogreetedmetoo..



Badru:Isithere?

Her:YesSir..Thisway

Sheledthewayandwefollowed...

Her:Hereitis

ItwasaredRangeRoverevoque..

Badru:Sinceyoubedoingalotoftraveling,

Dawn,myself,andZainethoughtthatitwould

bemostconvenientifyouandMadam felt

comfortablewhenyoutravel.Sowegotyouthis

Iwasspeechless,Ididn'tknowwhattosay..

Badru:DawnandZainecouldn'tbeherethough

theyreallywantedtobehere

Thiswasbeyondtheword"Amazing"Ididn't

knowwhattosayforreal..

_

NOMVELO

Iwaspacingupanddown..



Aunty:Calm down..Dangerandyouruncle

knowwhattheydoing

Istarredoutofthewindowandtheywere

waitingatthegate..

Me:Auntytheybewaitingtherefor30minnow,

whatiftheygettiredofwaitingandgo?

Her:Theywon't

Me:Thisisridiculous

Iwalkedtothedoorandshestoppedme..

Her:Velodon't..

Me:But..

Her:Lettheeldershandlethis

Ilookedatthem andtheylookedlostshame

standingatthegatenotknowingwhattosay

anymorebecausetheydonebeensayingalot

ofthingsandnoonewasattendingtothem,

thiswasfrustrating..



.
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NAZO

(Excuseanyerrors)

LateronIdecidedtospendabitoftimewith

Shine,wewenttosomepub&grillnotfarfrom

wherewestay.IwasstillshockedthatDawn,

Badru,andZaineboughtmeaRange.It'squite

anexpensivecarandI'm verygratefultohave

them bethisinfluentialinmylife.Theyhave

beendoingthismorethanme,Iam thankful

thateventhoughthatpainoflosingNisowon't

goawaybutthroughthem Iam experiencing

againhowitfeelsliketohavethatbrotherhood.

TheymightnotbeNisobuttheythetypeof



bunchthatIneedrightnownowasBrothers,

andnotforgettingShine.Wewerewatching

soccerandeatinggrilledmeat,Pap,and

chakalakaontheside.Hewasdrinkingbeer

andIwasstuckonappetizer..

Me:YouknowShinethankyouforstickingwith

meevenwhenyoufoundoutthatIam no

longerthatoldNazo,let'sfaceitwelostour

crewandyoutheonlyonewhoremained

Him:Akunastressnjayam'(there'snostress)

Thewaitressbroughtusdrinksagain..

Her:6packyeHeineken,andanotherappetizer

Shine:SiyabongaNgwana(thankyou)

Itookoutmywallet,thentookoutR500from it

totipher..

Me:Thankyou..Eversincewegothereyou

havebeenaverygoodwaitress

Shecountedit..



Her:Wow!!R500..Ngiyabona(thankyou)

Shine:R500?.Sisisorrykancane

Shecameback..

Shine:Ithing'bone(letmesee)

HetooktheR500from herthenkeptR200and

gaveherR300..

Shine:Nazosis'wam'Nazomntanasekhaya

(Hereyougomysister)

Shelookedathim veryconfused..

Shine:Hambamntakagogo,HambamntakaMa

(youcannowleave)

Shewalkedawaywithhermouthslightly

opened,IlookedatShineashesatdown..

Him:Ngincedawenagaz'lam'ksasalabantu

bazokusogolisabacabangaukuthiudilikaimali

(Iam helpingyoubecausetomorrowthesegirls

willtroubleyouthinkingthatyouministerof

finance"



Ishookmyhead.Myphonevibrated,Ichecked

anditwasNomvelo..

Me:I'llberightback

ItwasabitnoisyinsidesoIwentoutside..

Me:MaButhelezi

Her:Tooearlytocallmethat

Me:Sekwenzakalenimanje?(what'shappening

now)

Her:Theyfinallyletthem in,after2hoursof

waiting

Me:2hours?ekinibayahluphaserious(Your

familyistroublesome)

Her:Ihopethateverythingwillgowellnow

Him:WehaveplanB..

Her:Don'tsaythat..IwantplanAtowork

Him:Don'tstress..Everythingisgoingtogo

well



Her:OkayI'lltrytorelax..Whatareyoudoing?

Me:Nothingmuch..I'm atthepub&grillwith

Shine

Her:Atleastyouhavingfine..WishIwasyou

Me:Ungaqali(don'tstart)

Her:Ihavetogo..HopefullyI'llseeyoulater

Me:Ilo-

Shehadhungup.Iclickedmytongueandwent

backinside...

Me:ThatwasNomvelo

Shine:K'hambanjani?(howisitgoing)

Me:TheymademyUnclesandGrandfatherwait

for2hours

Helaughed..

Him:2hours?Kubeyimibengekesimengisho

ne30min(2hours?IfitwasMewewouldn't

waitforeven30min)



Me:I'm justgladtheyletthem in

Him:Makuhambakahlegaz'lam umdlele

nokuthibamisezakinifor2hours(Ifitallgoes

well,f**herforthefactthattheymadeyour

Uncleswaitfor2hours)

Webothlaughed..

Him:Ngiyak'shayela,makabhadalelele2hours

(I'm tellingyou,letherpayforthe2hours)

TrustShinetosaysomethinglikethis..

_

DANGER

Foraminuteorsotherewassilencebetween

bothparties,noonesaidanything.Theyputa

bottleofGrant'swhiskeyonthesmalltable

togetherwithafewR100notes.

Nomvelo'sdrunkUnclereachedforthebottle,

him takingthebottleclearlyindicatedtothe

Buthelezifamilythatwereadytotalk.



Him:Ungachubaumncimbi(wecanproceed)

Oneoftheuncle'sfrom theButhelezifamily

startedtalking..

ButheleziUn:Sibongaukusiyamukelalaekhaya,

ngobasizanjesithunyiwe(thankyoufor

welcomingus,weweresenthere)

Heclearedhisthroat..

ButheleziUn:kwenzakeleukuthikukhona

intombiyalaekhayaekuthiwauNomvelo,kusho

ukuthiuNomvelolouthinteintliziyoyomshana

wam'uSnazo(Ithappenedthatoneofthegirls

here,hernameisNomvelo.Shetouchedmy

Nephew'sheart)

(Silence)

Me:akenimchazeuNomveloloenikhuluma

ngayengobakungenzekakantiningeneendlini

eWrong(Describeherbecauseitmighthappen

thatyouenteredatthewronghouse)



Theyalllookedateachother,theUnclespoke

again..

ButheleziUn:ukukhulumaiqinisositshelwenje

igamanesbongo,nokuthiuhlalaphi(wewere

onlytoldhernameandsurname,andalso

whereshelives)

Istoodup..

Me:Umaningamazisicelaukuthinibone

indlela..Miningiimizikangcoboles'godizamani

ezinye(Ifyoudon'tknowherthentryanother

Ngcobohouseholdaroundhere)

ButheleziUnc:ngathisesizodlalanamanje,

ningakhohlwaukuthiyoumadeuswaitfor2

hours(Itlookslikewegoingtoplayeachother

now,don'tforgetthatyoumadeuswaitfor2

hours)

Me:Bonaniindlela(youcanleave)

ButheleziUn:Nxxayisuka!Asambeniziningi

iyintombilangaphandle(Let'sgothere'salotof



girlsoutthere)

Me:Landanizonalezoezingaphandle(goget

theotheronesoutside)

Whatwassupposedtobeapeaceful

negotiationturnedintoanaltercation,thatThe

Grandfathertriedtocooldownthesituation..

Grandpa:AwwmfokaNgcoboayidlephela

iyishiyele(Calm down)

Weallkeptquietbutbetweenmeandtheuncle,

wewantedtokilleachother..

Grandpa:Asikhumbuleniukuthisize

ngabantwanala,akusiwoumcibiwethu(don't

forgetthatwecameforthekids,thishas

nothingtodowithus)

Wesatdownagain..

Grandpa:Ngixolisengalendlelaizongxoxo

eziqalengayo,asizangangokulwafuthi

asizangangokudelela(Iapologizeforhowthe



negotiationshavestarted,wenothereto

disrespect)

Nomvelo'sUncleopenedthewhiskeyandtook

asip.I'm gladI'm headingthisnegotiations

becausehehasnoideawhat'sgoingon..

Grandpa:USnazoumzukuluwamiukhule

phambikwam,umfanaobekadenjeelungile.

AngifuniukumkhulumaKakhulukuyoze

kubonakalengathisengiyazifakelanje(Snazois

myGrandsonhegrewuprightinfrontofmy

eyes,Idon'twanttospeakmuchabouthim

becauseitwillseem likeI'm exaggeratingon

otherthings)

(Silence)

Grandpa:Umfanaubonekukuhleukuthiasibize

asicelekuthisizomumelanamhlanjengoba

efunaukuthathaintombiyenungentlonipho.

Umasibhekaeskhathinisamanjeintsha

iyaphithizela,amasikoethuawasahlonishwa



ngokuphelele.Abafanabamanjebadlala

amantombazanakakhulu,thinasibongaukuthi

umfanauhloniphenathingokuthiamlethe

untombazanaendliningentlonipho

angamjampisiamafenceamfakengama

backdoor(OurSonsawfittocallussothatwe

cancomeheretodayandrepresenthim.Ifwe

canlookatwhat'shappeningtoday,ouryoung

peopleareallover.Wearealsogratefulthatour

sonrespectedussomuchthathedidn'tsneak

herintothehousebutwantshertocomein

respectfully)

Welookedatthem..

Me:HayiIagreeandImustsaythatwecan

proceedwiththenegotiations

_

NKULI

Thepunchthatwentacrossmyfacewasvery

painful,IeventhoughtthatIbrokemynose.As



iflikethatwasn'tpainfulenoughhethrewafew

moreuntilIfell.Ifeltverydizzy.

Him:AftereverythingthatIhavedoneforyou??

Yougoandsleepwithyourex!Andnowyou

pregnantbyhim!Iam goingtokillyouNkuli!

What'shappeningnowispartoftheplan,

painfulandgruesomeasitmaysoundbutI

needevidenceofphysicaltorturetomakethe

kidnaplookreal.WhatIdidwasthatIliedtomy

currentministeroffinance,heisvery

possessiveandveryjealoussoIusedmybeing

awayasiflikeIhookedupwithmyex.Ihope

thatmyplanwon'ttakeadifferentturn,Ihope

hewon'tkillme..

_

DANGER

Me:Sizocelaizinkomoeziyi5umasithiinkomo

eyionenguR8000,besengaphezulusicele

inkomoeyioneezoyakugogokaNomvelo.



Kushoukuthiizinkomoezizokhishwanamhlanje

zoyenzauR48000(wewant5cows,estimating

thatonecowisR8000.Wealsowantonecow

ontopofthatwillgotoherGrandmother,

meaningcollectivelyit'sgoingtobeR48000)

UncleBu:Ngaphambikokuthisikhipheleyomali

sicelaukumbonakqalauKoti(beforewetake

outthatkindofmoneycanweseeher)

Me:Ithoughtyouwerenevergoingtoask

IsentwordthatNomveloshouldbecomeand

shedid,herAuntaccompaniedher..

Me:eeehVelo

Shewaslookingdown..

Me:ThesegentlemenareSnazo'sUnclesand

Granfather.Theyhereonbehalfofhim toask

foryourhandinmarriage,doyouknowabout

them?Andthis?

Sheslightlynodded..



Her:YesIknowaboutthis

TheAuntstartedUlulatingasshesentherback

tothebedroom.Snazo'sunclescamecloserto

eachotherandstartedwhisperingthenafter

theylookedatus..

Grandpa:sinesikhalola(wehaveacomplaint)

Welookedatthem..

Grandpa:uKotiusidelelileukuthiamephambi

kwethuakhulumeisingesi,futhingokubona

kwethungathiulwiniLethuakalwazikahle

ngakhoinkomoeyioneuhambile(ourbridehas

disrespectedus,shestoodinourpresenceand

spokeEnglishthereforewesubtractingone

cow)

Iknewtheyweregoingtodothat..

Granpa:Kantineyakagogoihambileumntwana

ungenaemendwenimeleafundiswe,usivezele

amahlombekantifuthiakabingelelanga(even

theGrandmother'scowwesubtractingit



becauseshewassupposedtoteachherhowto

handleherself,shedidn'tgreetandshewas

wearingasleevelesstraditionaldressshe

should'vecoveredup)

Sotwocowsgone,nowweleftwith4..

ButheleziUnc:futhiuMshanawethukuyobe

kunguyeoyenzakonkemakuzaezindabeni

zezimali(ournephewwilldoalotfinancially)

Me:Asiybuyeleniezinkomenieziyi4ngoba

uVelowethuuzakaButhelezienganangane,

wuyeozowandisaumndeniwakwaButhelezi

(let'sstickto4cowsbecauseourVelocomes

totheButhelezifamilywithoutachild,shewill

betheoneextendtheButhelezifamily)

Theylookedateachotherandagreed..

Grandpa:Isicelosokugcina,kushoukuthi

angekeasidlelaekhaya.Asisholoku

ngokudelelakodwasicelaukuhambanoKoti

ayosiphekelaekhayakwaButhelezi,asifuni



ukubuyelalaphosivelakhonasingakasizwa

isandlasakhe.Futhisifunaukwaziukuthi

umntwanawethungekealambe(wehaveone

request,wewon'teatherenotbecausewe

beingdisrespectfulbutwewantourbridetogo

homewithussothatshecancookforus,we

wannatasteherfoodseeingthatweleaving

soon.WealsowannaknowthatourSonwon't

bestarved)

Wegrantedtheirrequestbutaskedthem toat

leasthaveabitofwhiskeyasacelebrationto

sealthenegotiations,Ihopetheywilltreatmy

Daughterwell..

.
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NOMVELO



MyAuntandmyGrandmotherwereinmy

bedroom lookingatmebusypacking..

Aunty:Youwillhavetoleavetheclothesfor

now,youwillcomebacklaterandgetthem.We

shouldgo,alreadyweareafewminuteslate

Grams:Theyexpecthertocookafullmealfor

them?KantibanjanilabantubakwaButhelezi?

(Theyexpecthertocookafullmeal,whatkind

ofPeoplearethey)

Aunty:Don'tworryIspoketoGugushesaidshe

willhelpher

Grams:Afterwewentalloutcookingforthem?

Yazibayadelela(theydisrespectful)

Aunty:Asambenibeforetheystartcomplaining

(let'sgobeforetheycomplain)

WewalkedouttomyAunt'scarasshewasthe

onewhowasgoingtodrivemetotheButhelezi

household..



Grams:Iwantyoutohaveallyourlobolamoney

sothatyoucangobacktoschoolwithit

Me:Allofit?

Her:Yes

Me:YoucantakehalfandI'lltakehalf,Ican't

haveallofit

Her:Areyousure?

Me:YesI'm sure

Wefinallyarrivedandalreadytheuncleswere

standingatthegate,Guguwasstandingwith

them.Shewasholdingtheminiblanket.It's

funnyhowmostpeoplewereoutandstanding

attheirgatestoseewhat'sgoingon.Wegot

outofthecarandapproachedthem,Iwasabit

nervousbecauseitseemslikehisUnclesare

fullofshit.Ihopethattheywon'tgivemea

toughtime...

Uncle:SiyakwamukelakaButhelezi.Sicelawazi



ukuthiizintozakwaNgcobouzishiya

kwaNgcobo,nomaumshandoomkhuluungeka

yenzekikodwahlalawaziukuthiowusiyena

wakwaNgcoba,ongowakaButhelezimanje(We

welcomeyoutotheButhelezihousehold.

Pleasenotethateverythingthatbelongstothe

Ngcobofamilyyoumustleavethem theresince

youarenolongeraNgcobo.Despitenothaving

awhiteweddingasyetbutyouarenowa

Buthelezi)

Gugucameandputtheminiblanketovermy

shouldersasmyAuntandmyGrandmother

startedUlulating.Wemadeourwayinwith

them singing,itwasreallyabeautifulmoment.

TheUnclestookchairsfrom insidethehouse

andthentheysatoutside..

Gugu:Howdideverythinggo?I'm gladyou're

hereIwasabitworried.Negotiationscanget

uglyattimes

Aunty:Theytooklongerthanexpectedbut



everythingwentwell..Nomanjeabomalume

bakhobasogolisa(eventhoughyourUncles

weretrouble)

Theylaughed..

Gugu:Theyhadtocomebackwithherorelse

Nazowasgoingtostranglethem

Theylaughedagain..

Gugu:Let'sstartcookingbeforetheystart

irritatingme

Grams:Letusnotkeepyouthen

Gugu:Thankyouforbringingherhome

Aunty:It'sokayangishovelebesenimufuna

namanhlanje(Youwantedhertoday)

Theminiblanketwasabituncomfortablefor

me,Ikeptonpositioningitwell..

Gugu:KuzomeleuyijwayelekeSisingobayou

willbehavingitaroundyourshouldersfor6

months



Me:6months?

Her:6monthsmysweetheart,youcan'tleave

thishousewithouttheminiblanketandadoek,

that'showthingsaredonehere.Everyonemust

knowthatyoutaken

IlookedatmyGrandmother..

Grams:Whatcanwesay?You'renolongera

Ngcobo

IlookedatGugu...

Me:DoesitmeanIalsohavetowearsuch

dressesfor6months?

Shechuckled..

Her:Youcanwearanythingbutthosetwo

thingsareamust,youcan'twearlikethat

alwaysshameuNazouzok'shiya(Nazowill

leave)

OneoftheUncleswalkedin..

Him:Siyabuyasisayothengaamabeer(Wewill



berightback,wegoingtobuybeers)

Gugu:Okay

Him:Koti

Ilookedathim..

Him:Ican'twaittotasteyourfood

Ifakedasmile..

Grams:ithinathisihambe(letusgotoo)

Aunty:Velowewillseeyoulaterwhenyou

cometogetyourclothes

Me:Okay

Theybothhuggedme..

Grams:Uzobaright?(areyougoingtobealright)

Inodded..

Grams:Gugu

Gugu:NihambekahleMa(gowell)

Theywalkedout..



Gugu:Asqalesthandwasam'(let'sstart)

Me:Okay

Gugu:I'm soohappyatleastnowI'llhave

someonetotalktooeveryday

Me:WhereisSnazo?

Her:Hesaidheiscoming..Heshouldevenbe

herebynow

Inodded..

Me:Whatarewecooking?

Her:BeefstewisgoingtotakeawhileI'm sure

theyveryhungry,wejustgonnadochops,cook

Pap,andfrycabbageforthem mixedwith

carrots..Youcanstartpeelingthecarrots

Me:Okay

Her:Doyouknowhowtocook?

Ishruggedmyshoulders..

Her:OhhmarauNazowam'uzolambala(my



Nazoisgoingtobestarved)

Ilaughed...

Me:Ahhh

Istartedpeelingthecarrots..

Me:CanIbeexcusedforawhile?

Her:Uhm okay

Me:IwannagotoNiso'sroom

Her:Alrightbutdon'ttakelong..HisUnclesare

usingthatbedroom

Me:Youtookouthisthings?

Her:No..Icanneverdothat,Iwanthisthings

therebecauseIalsovisitthatroom onceina

while

Me:Okay

Her:Doyoumisshim?

Me:AttimesIdobutitdoesn'thurtlikebefore

anymore



Her:That'sgoodtohear..Youlearningtolive

withhispassing

Me:Iguessso..I'llberightback

Her:Okaybaby

_

NKULI

IslowlyopenedmyeyesandIwasgladto

noticethatIwasinthehospital,thoughIwasa

bitdizzy.ThisplanneedstoworkbecauseI

haveriskeditall,hewastheonlyblesserthatI

hadcurrentlyandafterthisourrelationshipis

goingtobeaffected.Hemightnotevenprovide

formeforawhilebutatleastIhavemoneyto

maintainmyself,butthatmoneywillonly

maintainmeforashortperiodoftimeandnot

forever..

Idon'tevenknowhowIwasbroughtinorwhat

happenedthattimehewasbeatingme,I

must'vepassedout.Theonlyreasonwhyhe



broughtmeinhereisbecauseheknowsIwon't

reporthim,hehasdonethisbeforeandIdidn't.

DespitethefactthatIneedmoney,heisavery

influentialpersonandheknowspeopleinhigh

placesthecasewontgoanywhere..

_

NOMVELO

Everythingofhiswasstillhereinhisroom,from

histoiletriesallthewaytohisclothes.Itook

somewhitetshirtthatheusedtowear

frequently,itwasoneofhisfavorites.Ilooked

atitforawhileandthenItookhiscolognetoo

andsprayeditalittleonmywrist.Thesmell

remindedmeofhim,itwasalmostasiflikehe

washereintheroom withMe..

Snazo:Imisshim too

Ilookedathim ashemadehiswayin..

Me:Whatdoyouthinkwasgoingtohappenif

hewasstillaround?



Him:Idon'tknowmaybehewasgoingtokill

youandthenIwasgoingtokillhim forkilling

you,andI'llbelockedupnow

Ichuckled..

Him:AllIknowisthatifhewashere,thenI

wouldn'tbestandinghererightnowlookingat

mywife

Me:Ya..Noneofthiswould'vehappened

Iputhistshirtback..

Him:Youlookbeautiful

Me:Thankyou,I'm justnotusedtotheblanket

Him:Forhowlongareyousupposedtohaveit

aroundyourshoulders?

Me:6months

Hewhistled..

Me:Iknow

Hekissedmeonmyforehead..



Him:I'm notcomplainingthough

Me:Iknowyouwouldn't

Him:ComeIwannashowyousomething

Heheldmyhandandthenwewalkedout.

Guguwassingingwhilebusycooking..

Snazo:GugucomeIwannashowyou

something

Gugu:Whatisit?

Nazo:Comeyou'llsee

Weallwalkedouttothefrontandarangerover

wasparkednexttothefence..

Gugu:Whatisit?

Nazo:Igotanewcar

Me:Arange?

Nazo:Yeap

Gugu:Haibo!



Me:Yougotarange?

Nazo:Notentirely

Heunlockedit.Theseatswerered&black,they

wereengraved"Niso"

Nazo:ActuallyDawn,Zaine,andBadrugotitfor

me.Thenumberplatesarealsogoingtobehis

name

Gugu:Why?

Nazo:ThoughIlostmyonlybrotherbutIgained

3more

Gugu:Ncooohthat'sverysweetbaby

Me:It'sreallybeautiful

Nazo:Wannatagalongforaspin?

Me:Yes..Whynot

Gugu:Excuseme..Wehavepotstoattendtoo

Nazo:Pots?

Me:I'm cookingforyourUncles



Hemockedmewithachuckle..

Nazo:Youwhat?

Isighed...

Nazo:Imeanyoucan'tevenfryaneggandthey

expectyoutocookafullmealforthem

Me:Icanfryanegg

Him:ofcourseyoucan

Hepulledmecloserforahug..

Him:Iwasjustplayingwithyou

Gugu:Let'sgofinishupMaButhelezijr

Nazo:ThisIhavetosee

Weallwalkedbackin..

_

NKULI

Dr:Whatisyourname?

Me:NkululekoNgcobo



Hewasshiningalittlelightinmyeyes..

Him:Doyouknowwhyyouhere?

Me:Notexactly

Him:Doyouknowhowyouendeduphere?

Me:No

Him:Doyouknowwhodidthistoyou?

Ishookmyheadno..

Him:Whatdoyouremember?

Me:I..Irememberdoingabraaiwithmycousin

thenherfriendshowedupandwewereall

havingagoodtimeanddrinking.Mycousin

passedoutanditwasmeandherfriendleft,

halfwaythroughourdrinkingsomeguys

showedupand..

(Silence)

Me:Theyinvadedthewholehouseandthey

wantedtotakemycousinbutItoldthem to



takemeinstead,Icouldn'thaveherbeviolated

anyhow.Shehasbeenthroughalot

Iclosedmyeyes..

Me:Issheokay?

Dr:Yourcousin?

Me:Yes

Dr:Idon'tknowyouwerefoundattheentrance

lastnight,someonedroppedyouoffatthe

entranceandleft

Inodded..

Me:Idon'tcareaboutwhathappenedtome,all

Iwannaknowisifmycousinisokaythat'sall

.

Tobecontinued
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SNAZO

GuguandNomvelowerebusycookingandI



hadnothingtodoaroundthehousesoI

decidedtogoandseeDawn,myintuition

stronglysuggestedthatIshouldgoandsee

him.Myintentionsweretothankhim forthecar,

ZaineisabusypersonsoIwillcallhim and

thankhim overthephoneormaybeplanwhen

wegoingtomeet....

Dawnopenedthekitchendoorforme,heis

anotheronethathasaverybeautifulhouse..

Him:Heywelcome

Wehadspokenoverthephoneandhedirected

me.Imademywayin..

Him:Youdidn'tgetlost?

Me:No..Notexactly

Heclosedthedoor..

Me:BadruandIwenttocollectmycarearlier

today

Him:Anddoyoulikeit?



Me:It'saRangeRoverwhat'stherenottolike?

Him:Thenit'sgoodthatyoulikeit..Wechose

therightcar

Me:ThankyouMan

Him:Youwelcome..ComethissideIwantyou

tomeetmywife

Wewalkedouttothebackyard,theywere

havingsomesortofaminibraaiorsomething.

Meatwasonthegrillandsomeladywho

seemedverypregnantwassittingonthechair

rightbytheslidingdoor..

Dawn:SwayIwantyoutomeetsomeone..I

wantyoutomeetSnazo

Her:FinallyIcanputthefacebehindthename

Dawn:ThisismywifeSway

Shegotupfrom thechairveryslowly..

Me:Youdon'thavetogetup



Her:I'm pregnantnotparalyzed

Sheextendedherhandtome..

Her:It'snicetomeetyou

Me:Nicetomeetyoutoo

Her:Wouldyouliketojoinus?

Me:Uhm..I..

Dawn:Wellheisamarriedmannowso..

Sway:Heardaboutthenegotiations,Ihopethey

wentwell

Me:Theydid

Her:Can'twaitforthewhiteweddingthen,at

leastI'm givingbirthinaweek'stimeso..

Me:I'm sureyoucan'twait

Her:Yourightaboutthat..Ican'twaittomeet

her

Somewomanmadeherwayin..



Her:MrDawn..Here'sthebowlyouwantedfor

themeat

Dawntookthebowl..

Dawn:Thankyou..ThankyouKeke

Shesmiledandwalkedaway..

Sway:OhhKeke..Meetoutguest

Shecameback..

Sway:MeetSnazoandSnazothisisourhelper

Keke

Igaveherahandshake..

Me:Nicetomeetyou

WhensheshookmyhandIfeltmystrength

leavingme,itwaslikeIwasbeingdrainedofmy

strengthandsuddenlyfeltabitweak.Usually

whenthathappensitsymbololizesemotional

weakness...

Keke:I'llbeatthekitchen



Me:uhm I'm sorry..CanItalktoyoufora

second?

Shelookedatme..

Me:Canyoupleasegivemeyourhand

Shelookedpuzzled..

Me:Iknowit'sweird

SheextendedherhandtomeandIheldit,then

lookingatherIcouldseethatshewas

emotionallybrokenandtired..

Me:Yougoingtobeokay

Shekeptquiet..

Me:Iknowyouhavebeenwaitingtohear

someonesaythosewordstoyou"Yougoingto

beokay"

Hereyesimmediatelyfilledwithtears..

Me:forhowlonghaveyoubeenmarried?

Sheclearedherthroat



Her:4years

Me:AndyoulivewithyourMotherinlawand

yoursisterinlawtogetherwithherchild?

Her:Yes

Me:Yourhusbandisnotalwaysaround

becauseheworksfarfrom home?

Shenodded...

Her:Yes

Me:Knowthatit'snotyourfault.Therewaythat

hisMotherteatsyouisnotyourfault,youdidn't

doanythingwrong.There'snoexcusefor

someonetotreatanotherpersoninacruel

mannerespeciallywhenyouhavedonenothing

wrongtoher.Allyoueverwantedwasher

approvalandacceptancesinceyourown

motherpassedonbutinsteadshejusthates

you.Theproblem iswithherandnotyou,what

yougoingthroughknowthatGodiswithyouhe

hasn'tabandonedyou.Andknowthatyougoing



tobeokay,yougoingtobeokay.Youhavecried

soomanytearsandyouevenscaredtotellyour

HusbandabouthowhisMotheristreatingyou

becauseyoudon'twanttobethereasonthat

theygoingtofight

Her:That'strue

Me:I'm givingyouanaffirmationtoday,

everydaybeforeyougotosleepandevery

morningwhenyouwakeuptellyourselfthat

yougoingtobeokay,don'tloseyourfaithin

God..

Her:Thankyou

Shewipedhertearsandwenttothekitchen,

Swaystoodupandfollowedher..

Dawn:Kekehasbeenwithusforawhilenow,

sheispartofourfamilyandnotevenoncedidI

noticethatshewasgoingthroughsomething

Me:Justbecauseyouseesomeonesmiling

everydaydoesn'tnecessarilymeanthatthey



happy.There'salotofpainandtearsbehind

manysmiles

Lookedatthetime..

Me:Ihavetogo..IthinkIhadtocomeherefor

her

Him:Thankyouforstoppingby

Me:Youwelcome

_

VELO

AfterservingtheUnclesGuguwassupposedto

drivemehomesothatwecouldgetmythings

butsurprisinglywedidn'tgostraighthome..

Her:Wehavetomakeastopsomewhere

beforewegotoyourhouse

Me:Wherearewegoing

Her:Wearegoingtomeetsomeone

Me:Afriend?Arelative?



(Silence)

Her:Nazo'sfather

Me:Really?

Her:Yes

Ididn'tunderstandwhyIwasmeetingNazo's

fatherwithherandnotNazo..

Her:Ineedafavourfrom you

Me:Okay

Her:Sometimestheonlypersonthatamancan

listentooishiswifesoIwouldappreciateitif

youcouldtalktohim,aboutmeetinghisFather

Me:Doeshewannameethim?

Her:Wellthelasttimewespokehewasn'tclear

Me:Idon'tknow..ImeanheisnotNiso

stubbornbutNazoisveryintimidatingandI

don'tthinkheisgoingtobehappyaboutthis

Her:YouhisVelo..Youknowwhichbuttonsto



pushandevenifitmeansgettingonthekitchen

counterthenI'llallowit

Webothlaughed..

Her:IfhesaysnotoyouthenI'llstoppushing..I

wantyoutomeethisFathersoyoucanseethe

kindofpersonthatheis

_

NKULI

Ihadaskedatthehospitalforthem tocallmy

Grandmothersothatshecancomeandseeme

andshedidn'tcomealone,sheshowedupwith

myMother.Ididn'tknowwhymyMotherwas

herebecausesheisapersonwhohardlyvisits

home.MyGrandmotherhuggedme,inthestate

thatIwasin,herheartbrokealittle..

Her:WhathappenedNkuli?

Me:It'salongstoryKokobutithappenedthat

weekendwhenyouwereaway,NomveloandI



hadasmallnyanabraaiandsomeguysinvaded

ourspace.TheywerebroughtbyNomvelo's

unsavoryfriend,theywantedtotakeNomvelo

butI..Iofferedmyselftothem insteadbecause

Iwantedtoprotectmycousin,shehasbeen

throughthemost

Grams:OhhNkosiyam'Nkuli(OhhmyGod)

Me:I'm okayGrandmother..Ngizobaright

Grams:I'm gladyouokay

Me:WhereisVelo?Isshealright?

Grams:Yessheis

Me:Whereisshe?Whydidn'tyoucomewithher?

Grams:uVelois..

Me:Sheiswhat?

Mom:uVelobebamukhiphelaamalobola

namhlanje,uVelouMakotiWakaButhelezi

manje(Todaytheywerepayingdowryfor

Nomvelo,sheisnowabridetotheButhelezi



family)

Me:Idon'tfollow..Nisoisdead,unlessshe's

marryinghim from thegrave

Grams:uShadauSnazo(she'sgettingmarried

toSnazo)

Soitwastrue,thatdaywhenVelosaidNazo

proposeditwastrue..

Grams:NgiyazikubuhlunguNkuliKodwa(I

knowit'spainfulbut)

Me:NingayivumelakanjaniintoenjeGogo?

(howcanyouallowsomethinglikethisto

happen)

Grams:Nkuli

Me:No!!uVelowasdatinguNisoandnowshe's

marryingtheBrother,howisthatright?She

sleptwithNisonowshe'ssleepingwithNazo

howdoesthatnotspell"Whore"

Mom:Haiwena!!Youareinnopositiontobe



judginguVelo.Atleastshedoesn'tgiveherself

awaytomenformoney,atleastsherespected

herselfevenaftereverythingthatshewent

through

Me:Yazinikhohlakele(you'reevil)

Grams:Nkuli...

Me:Ngicelangihambe,futhiningasabuyi

(pleaseleaveanddon'tcomeback)

Mom:Maasambe

MyGrandmotherlookedatme..

Me:Hambani!(leave)

Mom:AsambeMa(let'sgo)

HowcanNomvelodothistome..

_

NOMVELO

Wemethim atsomerestaurant,hewasalready

waitingforuswhenwewalkedin.Talkabout



beingpunctual..

Gugu:Richard

Hegotupasweapproachedthetable.Hewas

wearingasuitandhewasverygoodlooking,

youknowthosegoodlookingoldmen.Ithink

thathecouldbeinhismidorlate50s..

Guguhuggedhim..

Gugu:Haveyoubeenwaitingfortoolong?

Him:NoIwasn't..

Gugu:Ohh..ThisisNomvelo

Him:HiNom...

Gugu:YoucanjustcallherVeloandVelothisis

Richard,SnazoandNiso'sFather

Me:NicetomeetyouSir

Him:Likewise

Gugu:VeloisSnazo'swife

Him:Really?That'snice..Whendidithappen?



Gugu:Today..Hewaspayingherdowry

Weallsatdown..

Him:That'snice..IwishIwasthere

Myphonerang,itwasSnazo...

Me:Excuseme..It'sSnazo

Iwalkedawaytoanswer..

Me:Hello?

Him:MaButheleziwhereareyou?

IlookedatGuguandRichard..

Me:Around

Him:Aroundkuphi?(Aroundwhere)

Me:Justaround

Him:I'm goingtoaskyouagainandIneedyou

togivemeastraightanswer..Whereareyou?

Anddon'tsayyoufetchingyourclothes

Ikeptquiet..



Him:Wenowlyingtoeachother?

Me:No..

Him:Whereareyou?

Me:Justaround

Him:sizoxabanauyezwa?(wegoingtofight)

Me:I'm withGugu..Wepassedbytomeeta

friendofhersbeforegoingtogetmythingsat

home

Hekeptquiet..

Him:kuGrandsizoyixoxamowubuya(it'sfine

wewilldiscussitwhenyougetback)

Hehungup..

Guguisputtingmeinalotoftrouble..

.

Tobecontinued
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NOMVELO

[They'refirsttime]

GuguandIdrovebackhomeafterwehada

mealwithNazo'sFather.Therewaythatthey

weresocosyitwasjustabitsuspicious,Ithink

thatsomethingisgoingonbetweenthem.It

wasclearthatGugustillhadheartsforhim,I

don'tblameherthoughheishandsome.Nazo

didn'tcallagainIknewthathewasfuming

whereverhewaswhichmademe

uncomfortableanduneasy,Iwantedtogo

home.Whenweweredonewewenthometo

getmythings,myAuntwasn'taroundonlymy

Grandmotherwasaroundandthenwefinally

drovehome.Itwas21:00whenwegotthere...

Gugu:Youwantmetogoinwithyou?

Me:NoI'llbefine

Her:Thankyouagainforcomingwithme

Me:Youwelcome



ShewentinsidethehouseandIwenttothe

room.Ihadnoticedearlierthatheextendedit,

hetookpartsofthestoreroom nexttoitand

turneditintoabathroom.It'sgoodthatwehave

abathroom nowandwehadaminiloungetoo

ourlongcouchinthebedroom wasfacingthe

bigassflatscreen..Iopenedthedoorand

walkedin,hewassittingonthecouchwhile

watchingTV.Hehadonhisbriefsonly,can't

blamehim thoughitwasabithotandhehad

thefanon...

Iclosedthedoorandleanedagainstit..He

pretendedasiflikehedidn'tseeme,Nazois

difficultbutattheendofthedayheisaman.

Itookofftheminiblanketandthrewitonthe

bedandthenmademywaytohim,Iwasabit

nervouswhatifheturnsmedown?Afterall

NazoisabitofadifferentBreed,heishisown

person.Imademywaytohim,hewasleaning

forwardwithhisarmsbalancingonhisknees.I



pulledmydressupabitandpushedhim backa

littlethenIsatontopofhim.Hegavemea

seriouslookanditmadememore

uncomfortable,butthenafteralllikeI'vesaid

beforeheisaman.Haven'theardonesayingno

toapussy.Iputmyhandatthebackofhis

headandkissedhim,atfirsthedidn'tfollow

throughbutthenafterafewsecondshisstrong

handswerealreadymovingupmythighsand

pullingmydressmorefurtherup...

Wecontinuedkissingandhisgripbecameabit

tightaroundmytinywaist.Igaspedforairand

hebrokethekiss.Hekissedmeagainandthen

hehelpedmetotakeoffthedressandthedoek,

OnethingthatIhavebeenblessedwithislong

naturalhair.MyhairislongsoIhardlydo

weaves,Imostlylikedobraidithalfandthendo

abun.Heranhishandonmyhairwhilehis

otherhandsqueezedmeclosertohim.Ithink

webothhavebeenwaitingforthisday,our



breathingwasunstableandallthatwewanted

waseachother.Hegotupfrom thecouchwhile

pickingmeupandthenhethrewmeonthebed,

hecameontopofmeandcontinuedkissingme.

Hewentdowntomyneckandleftafewlove

bitesthere,hegotmybraoffandthenhis

tonguecircledaroundmynipplewhichmade

pleasuretokickin.Hefurtherwentdowntomy

bellybuttonandthendownonmyhoneypot.He

atemycookiefirstwhilemyunderwearwasstill

on,justgentlybitingitthroughmyunderwear

andwhenItriedclosingmylegshepartedthem

andIcouldn'tclosethem..

_

NKULI

MyMothercamealonethistimearound,she

madeherwayin.Mymom andIwenotthebest

offriends,wespendmostofourtimefighting,

whatam Isaying?Wehavealwaysspentmost

ofourtimefighting.Wedon'thavethatMother



andDaughterbond...

Her:Nkuli

Me:Whatareyoudoinghere?

Shewalkedcloser..

Her:IknowyouandIknowwhatyouabout

Ikeptquiet..

Her:Youchoseyourownpath,youthought

givingthosemenyourbodyinexchangefor

moneywillmakeyouhappy?

Me:Whatareyoudoinghere?

Sheunzippedherbagandtookoutapicture,

shethenshowedittome.Itwasapictureof

mewhenIwasaround16orso..

Her:ThisismyDaughter...ThisistheDaughter

thatIhad.Notwhatyou'retoday

WhenIstartedhavingblessersthat'swhenI

changedmylookshereandthere,Igotbutt



injectionsandIbleachedmyskinabitjustso

thatIcankeepmyimageperfectatalltimes.If

myimageisperfectthenIgetmoreblessers,I

meanifIdon'tgetmorethenIwon'tbeableto

affordrentnorkeeponpayingmycar

installment..

Her:Don'tyoudarethinkofruiningthingsfor

Velo

Me:Whydoyoucaresomuch?Nomveloisnot

yourDaughteryoushouldcareaboutme!

Her:Youveryconnivingandcoldhearted!

Rememberhowyoualmostruinedthings

betweenmeandmyhusband?Nkulistop!This

evilheartwon'ttakeyouanywhere

Me:Go!!Idon'tneedyou!!Ihaveneverneeded

youandIwon'tstarttoday!Youhavenever

beenaMothertome!Kokowasalwaysthere

andyouweren't!

Her:Ifeelsorryforyou



Me:Leave!!OrshouldIbeeptheNurse?

Her:Don'truinthingsforyourcousinjust

becauseyouchoseaneasywayoutoflife,see

withallthisfakephysicalimagethatyougot

goingonnow,itstilldidn'tbringNazoback.

BabyunderstandthatMendon'talwaysget

possessedbyyourbigassandthickthighs,if

youcan'trespecyourselfforgetaboutmarriage.

Youwillalwaysbeasexobject,aonenight

stand.Learntorespectyourselfandmenwill

respectyoutoo

Iswallowed..

Her:NazoismadlyinlovewithVeloifyougo

afterthem youwillonlybehurtingyourself

becauseIdon'tseehim leavingher.Heloves

herandsheloveshim

Sheleftthepictureonthecounterandthenshe

walkedaway..

_



NOMVELO

BeenawhilesinceIlastbeensexualandNazo

stretchedmeabit,orabitmore.Ipushedhim a

bitwithmyhandandinsteadhetookbothmy

handsandpinnedthem againstthebed.Wasa

bitpainfulwhenhepenetratedmebutashe

wentalongIstartedenjoying.Itwasapain

mixedwithpleasure,apartofmewantedhim

tostopbutanotherpartwantedhim tocarryon.

Hewasvulnerableontopofme,whilehisone

handpinnedbothmytinyhandsagainstthebed

hisotherhandwascaressingmybody.Ifelthis

warm breathagainstmyneck,asmoreofmy

juicesproducedhestartedmoaning.Itwasan

intensifyingfeeling,Icouldn'texplainit.Ican't

putitintowordswhatwashappening.Heletmy

handsgofrom thattightgripandashe

increasedhispacehisgrabbedmyhair.Ourlips

wereveryclosetoeachother,ourbreathswere

stilluncontrollableandIwantedhim justas



muchashewantedme.Bythelookofthings,

weprobablygonnagothewholenight...

.

Tobecontinued
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SNAZO

ThefollowingdayitwasaSundayandIwanted

totakeNomvelotochurch,Iwantedustovisit

PurgatoryZaine'schurch.Lastnightwasepic,I

don'tevenknowatwhatwesleptIhavenever

beenthisintimatewithagirljustforonenight.

ItwasanamazingexperienceandIcan'twait

forustokeeponhavingmoreandmoreofsuch

experiences..

Gugu:Goodmorning

Me:Goodmorning

Gugu:Howareyou?



Me:I'm good

Her:WhereisNomvelo?Aren'twesupposedto

gotochurch?

Guguwasmeanttotagalongtoowithus...

Me:She'sstillsleeping

Her:It's8am theservicestartsat10am

Me:Iam notsureifwewillbeabletogoto

church

Her:Why?

Me:Sheneedstherest..She'sverytired

Her:Tired?Tiredfrom what?

Ilookedather..

Her:Ohwshe'sverytirednowIgetitandIdon't

thinkIwannadiscussthatwithyou

Me:Definitelynot..Whatweshouldbe

discussingisyoutakingmywifeyesterdayto

seeyourbabydaddy



Her:Iknowthatyouhaveissueswithhim andI

tookNomvelowithinhopesthatmaybeshe

couldconvinceyoutomeethim

Me:Whyareyoupushing?

Her:Ithoughtyousaidyoudon'thatehim

Me:Idon'tbutatthesametimenothatinghim

doesn'tmeanthatIwanttoknowhim,Gugu

respectthefactthatIdon'twannameetupwith

him andwecanallmoveon!Andstopusingmy

wifeforyourownsinisteracts

Her:Okaylistenhere..Justbecauseyoua

preacherandjustbecausenowyouhaveawife

doesn'tchangethefactthatyoustillmyson

andthere'snothingstoppingmerightnowfrom

gettingthereandwhoopingyourAss!..Talkto

melikeyougotsomesenseyouunderstand

boy?

Ididn'tsayanything..

Shetookthebroom andpointeditatme..



Her:Isaidyouunderstand?

Me:YesMam'

Her:Good

Sheputthebroom back..

Her:NowI'llbewatchingProphetZainehis

morningserviceonTVthenyalldecideifwe

goingornot

Me:Okay

Shepoiherfingeratme..

Her:I'llwhoopyourasstalkingtomelikeyou

ain'tgotsense

Iforgethowcrazyshecanbeattimes,Idon't

knowhowmanybroomsstickssheusedto

breakonmeandNisoafewyearsback..

_

NKULI

Nurse:Excuseme?Whatareyoudoing?



Me:I'm leaving

Sheputthetrayoffoodonthesmalltable..

Her:Goingwhere?

Me:Home

Iwasputtingmybloodyclotheson..

Her:Youcan'tdischargeyourself

Me:YesIcan

Her:NoMam'youcan't

Me:ListenIneedtogethome

Her:You'reinnostatetogethome,iftheDr

didn'tdischargeyouthatmeansyounotfitto

gohome

Me:My..MyhusbandishavinganaffairandifI

don'tgethometosavemymarriageI'llbefiling

fordivorce

Her:Youhaveahusband?

Me:YesIdo



Her:I'm sorry

Me:BetweenyouandI,Iwasn'tkidnapped.I

wastryingtogetbackathim Iwasofftomeet

someguythatImetviatheinternetanditdidn't

turnoutgood

Her:Sowhydidn'tyoutelltheDoctor?

Me:Iwasashamed

Her:I'm trulysorry..Infedilityinamarriagecan

breakyou

Iwipedmytears..

Her:Doyouguyshavekids?

Me:Notyet

Her:Doyouthinkthatyouguyscanworkthings

out?

Me:IhopesobecauseItrulylovehim

Her:Hashealwaysbeenunfaithful?

Me:No..Thisisthefirsttime



Her:Idon'tevenknowwhattosay

Me:Ineedtogethome

Her:Itotallyunderstand..I'llgetthedischarge

formseventhougheventhoughImightendup

introubletomorrow

Me:Thankyou

Her:Youcanhavebreakfastfirstbeforeyougo

Me:Thankyou..Thankyouverymuch

Shewalkedout..

_

NOMVELO

Ifeltsomeonegivingmeendlesskissesallover

myface..

Nazo:Wakeupsweetheart

Iwasstillverysleepy,wehardlysleptlastnight.

Weonlysleptwhenmyhoneypotstarted

burningreallybad,eventhismorningit'sstill



burningandverysore..

Me:Idon'twannawakeup

Hepatmeonmybutt..

Him:Youneedtoo..Wehavetogotochurch

Me:ButIdon'twannagotochurch

Him:Youdon'thaveachoice..Youmarrieda

preacher,Ican'tshowupalone

Me:No

Him:ComeonIalreadygotyourthingsfrom

Gugu'scar

Me:I'm notgoing

Him:Theservicestartsat10:00am wegoingto

belate

Me:No......

Him:ThisisthefirsttimeI'm gonnaseeZaine

preaching

Iopenedmyeyes..



Me:WegoingtoPurgatory?

Him:Yes

Me:I'llgobutonlyononecondition

Him:Yeah?

Me:Idon'twannaweartheblanket

Hechuckled..

Him:That'snotevenupfordiscussion

Me:PurgatoryisabigchurchIreallydon't

wannashowupwearingtheblanket

Him:YounotthereforPeoplemoss

Ilookedathim..

Me:Doyouwannahavesexagain?

Him:That'sunfair..

Me:Youchoose

(Silence)

Him:Fineonlyfortoday



Ismiled...

Hetappedmeonmyass..

Him:Wakeupandgetreadythenbecauseyou'll

takelongerthanme

Hekissedme...

Him:Howareyou?

Me:Inpain..Inrealpain

Him:Eishaskies

Me:Itwasworthitthough

Heraisedoneofhiseyebrows..

Him:Really?

Igotontopofhim..

Me:Yesreally

Iwasabouttokisshim whenhestoppedme...

Me:What?

Him:Yougottobekiddingme!



Me:What?

Hesmiledatme..

Him:Uhm..There'ssomethingthatIneedtodo

Me:Whatisit?

Him:I'llbeback

Hetossedmeontheside..

Him:I'llberightback

Me:Wellyouain'tgettingnoneanymore

Him:Wenotgoingtosleepatchurch

Hewalkedout..

_

SNAZO

Urijusthadtoshowupinmyroom.Igotinside

thehouseandwentstraighttoNiso'sroom..

Gugu:Arewestillgoingtogo?

Me:Giveme5min



Igottotheroom andclosedthedoor,Ilooked

aroundandheappeared.Hewasn'talone,he

washoldingHelenawhocouldn'tevenstandon

herown..

Me:Helena?

Heputherdown..

Iwenttoher..

Me:Whathappened?

Shehadanarrowonherrightside..

Me:Talktomewhathappened?

IlookedatUri..

Me:Whathappened?

Hedidn'tsayanything..

"Beloved.."

Me:Whathappened?

"Uri'svoiceistoodeep,itmighttrembledown

thewholeplace"



Me:WhathappenedtoHelena?

"lastnightshewasshotwithanarrowspecially

designedtokillangels,shewasshotbyan

angelofdarkness.Shedoesn'thavemuchtime"

Hertearswereglowing,theydidn'tlooklike

normaltears.Iwipedhertearsandtheystill

glowedonmyhand..

Me:Canshebesaved?

"Yes..Thearrowneedstobepulledoutandit

canbepulledoutbyoneperson"

Me:Who?

"You.."

Me:I'llputitout

"Belovedyouneedtohealherrightafterpulling

it..Youhaveonlybeenabletohealhuman

beingsbutyouhaven'tbeenabletodoitwithan

Angel"

Me:HowdoIhealher?



"Tomorrowveryearlyinthemorningyoumust

leaveandgotothewilderness..Atthehighest

pointofacertainmountainthere'sasacred

placewereyouwillcomefacetofacewithMe,

that'swereyouwillbeabletohearMeCleary"

Me:Facetoface?

"Notliterally..Uriwillbewithyou,bythetime

lightcomesupyoushouldbeabletoheal

Helena"

Iheardaknockatthedoorandthenthedoor

opened,Urimovedlikeaspeedoflightning.He

tookHelenawithhim andhisfastidious

movementknockeddownapainting..

Gugu:Whereyoupraying?DidIdisturd?

Me:No

Igotup..

Her:Areyouokay?

IlookedatHelena'stearsonmyhand..



Me:I'm good

Iapproachedthedoor..

Me:Weshouldbeleavinginnotime

_

NKULI

TheNurseevenborrowedmeherphonesothat

IcancallmyGrandmotherandhaveherpick

meup...

Her:WhywouldtheydischargeyouonaSunday?

Me:Idon'tknowKoko

Wewerewalkingtogetataxi..

Her:Howareyoufeeling?

Me:I'llbefine

Her:Youshould'vetoldmetobringyoualong

cleanclothes

Me:I'llbefineIjustwannagethome



IfNomvelothinksthatI'm goingtotakethis

lyingdown,shehasanotherthingcoming..

.
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NOMVELO

Ididn'tknowthatPurgatorycouldgetthisfull,

theydon'tentirelyshowthewholeaudienceon

hischannelonTVwhenhepreaches.Wewere

abitlatesofrom thedoorwewereusheredto

thefrontbyoneoftheUshers.Weliterallysat

atthefrontjustveryclosetothepulpit.Ifelt

somewhatimportant,ImeanUshersjustgreet

Peopleatthedoorandletthem goinsideto

findaplacetositontheirownbutwithusit

wasdifferent.Andtoalsogetafrontrowsitto



watchandlistentoProphetZainepreaching

wascherryontop,myfriendPowerisgoingto

beveryjealous.Idon'treallyfollowhim butI

knowthatheisaveryinfluentialpersonwhenit

comestoreligion,heisveryadmiredbymany

andalsohatedbymany.AllinallI'm gratefulto

behereandbeapartofsuchgreatness.Gugu

wasextremelyexcitedabouteverything,she

couldn'tevensitdownsheparticipatedinthe

singinganddancing.

Ididn'tknowthesongsthattheyweresinging

soIwasgluedtomysit,Nazosangalongtoo

buthedidn'tstandup.Iwaswearingalong

dressandadoekwithmyfavouritepairofheels,

thankgoodnessdressesandIwehavenever

beenenemiesnowtheycominginveryhandy.I

thinkabout30minintotheserviceIsawtwo

Ushers,UsheringZainetohissit.Hewas

followedbyawomanwhowasholdingavery

cutebabygirl,Itwasdefinitelyhiswife.They



wereholdinghisBibleforhim andalsohis

wife'sbag.Hegreetedstartingfrom thecorner

ofourrowwithhandshskesupuntilhegotto

us,Nazostoodupandtheyhugged.They

whisperedafewthingstoeachotherand

laughedhereandthere,healsohuggedZaine's

wife.WhenhegottomeIstoodup,Sinceitwas

noisywithallthesingingandcheeringNazo

whisperedsomethingtohim andhesmiledat

methengavemeahug..

Zaine:It'snicetofinallymeetyou

Me:Nicetomeetyoutoo

HeletgoofmyhandandmovedontoGugu

andtherestofthepeoplewhowereinourrow,

hiswifehuggedmetoo.LiterallyZaine'stouch

leftmetremblingabit,there'sjustsomething

abouthim thatIcan'tquiteexplain.TheUshers

putasmalltableinfrontofusandtheyput

drinksontopofit,theydidthesamethingon

Zaine'sside.Hewalkedtothefrontbutdidn't



gettothepulpitandtheyhandedhim hismic,

healsofollowedthroughwiththesingingand

withhim hemadeitveryfun.Hewasdancing

andtheywerefollowinghislead,itwasjusta

beautifulmomenttowitness.Ineverknew

churchcouldalsobethisfun.Guguwasforcing

metodanceandIwasshyaboutitmainly

becauseIdidn'tevenknowthesongs..

Afterafewsongsthecongregationsatdown

Zainewalkeduptothepulpit..

Zaine:IgreetyouallinthenameofourLord

andSaviourJesusChrist..Maywepleasestand

onourfeetagainsothatwecanworshipthe

Lord

Thecongregationstoodupagainandhelooked

atthebandandthechorusleaders,onechorus

leaderstartedasongandthebandfollowed

through..

_



NKULI

Nomvelo'sroom wasempty,herclothesweren't

heremostofherthingsweregoneincludingthe

makeuponherdressingtable.Itwastrue,

Nomvelowasgone.Nazotookher,hepaid

Lobolaandhetookher..

Isatonthebedasmytearsbetrayedme.I

meanIcangetanyguythatIwant,Yesmaybe

whenguysseemetheyseeasexobject

becauseofhowIpresentmyself.Oldmenseea

sugarbabyorablesseethattheycanspend

moneyonandinturnIgivethem agoodtime,I

entertainthem inawaythattheirwivescan't

entertainthem.Iwipedmytears.WhatNazo

andIusedtosharewasn'tjustanotherordinary

relationship,itwassomethingspecial.Ourlove

wasverydeepforeachotherandIalways

thoughtthatwewouldfindourwaytoeach

otherandnowNomveloisgoingtolivemy

dream.Icould'vechangedforhim,Icould've



beenthewifethathewanted.Icould'veleftthis

lifeforhim.Itmademesicktomystomachto

eventhinkthatallthethingsthatweusedtodo

tomewhenwewereintimatehewasnowdoing

them withher.Icouldn'tevenbringmyselfto

thinkaboutthem inthatwaybecauseitmade

meveryangry..

ThedooropenedandmyGrandmotherwalked

in..

Her:ShouldImakeyousomethingtoeat?

Me:NothanksIateatthehospital

Sheclosedthedoorandcametositnexttome..

Her:Iknowhowyoufeel

Ichuckled,IdoubtsheknowshowIfeelorelse

shewouldn'thaveallowedthisshameofLobola

negotiationstohappen...

Her:NkuliuNazohaschangedheisnolonger

thatoldNazothatyouonceknew



Me:Andhim changinghislifealsoincluded

marryingmycousin?

Her:Nkuli

Me:Don'tNkulimeKoko..Itwouldn'thurtthis

muchifhemarriedanothergirl,justarandom

girlbutmyowncousin?(Crying)

Shesighed..

Me:Nomveloismorethanjustacousintome,

she'smylittlesisterandithurtsKoko.It'slike

myhearthadbeenrippedoutofmychest,Ialso

deservetobeloved.Ialsodeservesome

happiness,tohaveafamily.Hewasmine

Koko...Heismine

ShehuggedmeasIcried..

_

NOMVELO

Ithoughtnothingcouldgobeyondworshiping

butwhenhestartedprayingIheardcries,Isaw



alotofmembersfalling.Ican'texplainwhat

washappeningbutsomethingwashappening,

theatmospherewasdifferent.Indeedreligion

goesdeeperthanwhatIanticipated.Hewaited

foreveryonetosettledownbeforehecould

startspeaking.Whenitwasquiethestarted

talking..

Zaine:Todayweveryblessedifyouthought

thatwasextreme,waituntilyoufindoutwhat

GodhasinstoreforPurgatorytoday.Idid

mentionlastweekthatwegoingtohavea

specialguesttoday,IthoughtIcoulddo

everythinguntilImethim.Heisheavenly

blessedwithagiftthatyouwouldn'tunderstand

norbelieveuntilhetouchesyou

Thechurchstartedclapping..

Zaine:heisahealerandapreacher.Itismy

honourthismorningtopresenttoyouReverend

Buthelezi



TheyclappedagainasNazostoodup,he

walkedtothepulpit.Thewholechurchgave

him astandingovation,Istooduptoo..

Gugu:That'smybaby!!!

Zainehuggedhim againandthengavehim the

mic,hethenwentdowntositnexttohiswife.

Nazoalsowaitedforthecongregationtosettle

downbeforetalking..

Nazo:Suchawarm welcomeIfeelveryblessed,

Ihaveneverstoodinfrontofsuchahuge

crowdand..

HepagedthroughZaine'sBible..

Nazo:Iwascaughtofguard,Iwasnevertold

thattodayIwouldbetheoneleadingthe

service.Igotaninvitetocomeandvisitonlyto

beambushedbyProphetRadebeandtheholy

spirit.Asthechurchwasworshipingtheholy

spiritspoketomeandsaidIwillbepreaching

thismorning,I'm sureProphetRadebewas



ambushedtoo

Theylaughedagain..

Nazo:AwhilebackwhenIwasdoingsermonsI

wasasingleman,andtodayIam herewithmy

beautifulwife

Myheartskippedwhenhesaidthat..

Nazo:I'm blessedthatGodmatchedmewitha

chocolatemuffinthatIloveverymuch

Istartedblushing..

Nazo:ShecomplimentsmesinceI'm theone

whoisayellowbone

HelookeddirectlyatwereIwassittingandIfelt

hotflushes..

Nazo:Ithoughtthatmaybeshouldwouldbeon

herfeetnow

Guguleanedover..

Gugu:Standup



Me:No

Gugu:StandupVelo

Islowlystoodupandwavedasthechurch

clappedforme..

Nazo:SheisveryshyandI'm surethatwegoing

tohaveanaltercationwhenwegethomeabout

thisbutit'snothingthatacreditcardcan'tfix

Thechurchlaughedagain..

Nazo:Iam alsoherewithsomeoneelsewho

meanstheworldtome,Iknowthatshecould've

neglectedmealongtimeagobutshehadno

choice.Shewasstuckwithmebecauseshe

carriedmefor9months,andsurprisinglyshe

threatenedmewithabroom thismorning

Welaughed..

Nazo:Thisisherfirsttimethatshe'sgoingto

witnessmepreachingandI'm veryhappythat

she'shere,welcomeMa



Gugustooduptooandwaved..

Nazo:WithoutwastinganytimeIgreetthe

wholecongregationinthenameofJesusand

ProphetRadebethankyoufortrustingmetoday

withyourcongregation

HepagedthroughtheBible..

Him:IthinkI'llbemorecomfortableifIusemy

ownBible

Helookedatme..

Him:NanacanyoupleasebringmemyBible

Reallynow??

IstoodupandtookhisBiblethenwalkedupto

handittohim,mydresswasabitlongIwas

pullingitupabitwithmyotherhandsothatit

doesn'ttripme..

Ihandedhim theBibleandIgavehim adeadly

look..

Him:Thankyou



HetookZaine'sBibleandhewalkedmebackto

mysit,hewasholdingmyhand..

Nazo:Isawhowshestruggledtogetherewith

herdressbeingabarrier,needtomakesure

shedoesn'tfall

Hewaitedformetositdownandthenheknelt

ononekneeandfixedmydressatthebottom..

Him:Youokay?

Inodded..

HegotupandwenttogiveZainehisBible..

Nazo:Forgivemebutyouknowhowit'slikein

theearlydaysofyourmarriage,probablyafter6

monthsI'llbeaskingwhyyouworealongdress

nowyoumakingitmyproblem

Thechurchlaughed..

Nazo:I'm justjoking..Myjobwillforeverbeto

takecareofher,makingsurethatshe'salways

happybecausemyhappinesscomesfrom



seeinghersmilingeveryday

Ilookeddownandcoveredmyfacewithmy

handwhileGuguranherhandonmyshoulder..

Nazo:withoutwastingmoretimecanweopen

ourbiblestothebookofPsalms91verse1&2

fornow

Guguhelpedmewithit,shehadborrowedme

oneofthebiblesathome..TomorrowI'llgetmy

own..

Nazo:Psalms91verse1&2

Helookedatme..IswearifhesaysIshould

readit,I'm walkingoutofthedoorhecan'tput

meonthespotlikethat..

.

Tobecontinued

AndNomvelo'sdresswassomethingofthat

nature..
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SNAZO

Theservicewasnowcomingtoanend..

Me:Quitrelyingonwhatyouthinkyouknow,

trusttheonewhocreatedyourlife.Psalms91

putsitclearthatGodisyourDefender,make

him thecenterofyourlifeatalltimes.Hewill

neverleaveyounorforsakeyou,whatyougoing

throughmightseem asifit'sbiggerthanyou

butit'snotbiggerthantheonewhocreatedyou.

Trustyourdefenderandleanonhim atalltimes,

GodisnotonlyGodwhenthingsaregoinggood

inyourlife.GodisGodtoowhenthingsare

goingbad.Whenyouconfusedanddon'tknow

whattodoleaveitalltohim,God'sgotthis...

IclosedmyBibleastheyclappedtheirhands.I

walkeddownfrom thepulpitandclosertothe

werethecongregationwassitting.Imovedto

weretheholyspiritdirectedme..

Me:Inthisrowthere..There'saVanessasitting



inthisrow

Theyallremained..

Me:AVanessathathadanaccidentlastyear

withher3friends,thoughitseemedlikeaminor

accidentbutitkilledallyourfriendsandyou

weretheonlysurvivor.Everydayyoukeepon

questioningGodwhy?Whydidyousurviveand

whydidyourfriendsdie.Youdon'tunderstand

howtheaccidenthappened,andyoudon't

understandhowaminoraccidentmightbethat

lethal

Sheslowlystoodupcryingwithherhand

aroundhermouthshaking,Imademywayto

her..

Me:Thataccidentalwasmeanttokillyoutoo

butGodsaidnowithyourlife,thedevilmeant

tostealyourlifethatday.Eversincethat

accidentyoubeenhavingsomethinginyour

chestthatpreventsyoufrom breathingattimes



Shenodded..

Me:Thedevilhasn'tleftyoualonebuthewill

today

Iturnedaround..

Me:CanIhavemywifecomeuphere,canshe

quicklylocateusI'llputmyhandup..Youcan

seeusonthebigscreen

Nomveloseemedabitscaredatfirst,shedidn't

wannaparticipateinanythingeventhesinging

anddancingbutnowshe'slooseningup,she

seemstobeenjoyingtheservice.

Me:Canyoupleaseputyourhandonherchest

Shedid..

Me:Maybeputbothofthem becausetheyvery

small

SheputbothherhandsonherchestasIputmy

handontopofherhands,healerornotthatpart

ofawoman'sbodyshouldalwaysberespected.



Puttingmyhandtheremightlandmewitha

sexualharrascase..

Me:"Receiveyourhealingtoday,maythispain

leaveyourchesttoday.Thecloudofdeath

that'suponyouIcomeagainstitinthenameof

Jesuschrist!Evenwhenyouwalkthroughthe

valleyoftheshadowofdeath,fearnoevilfor

theLordiswithyoualways.Amen"

Immediatelywhenweremovedourhandsfrom

hershefell,Imovedalongtothenextperson..

_

NKULI

Grams:ThankyouGod!!!ThankyouJesus!

Ihavebeenstandingatthedoorwayforthe

past2minorso,shewaswatchingProphet's

ZainechannelonTv.Iwasshockedtosee

Nazoprayingforpeoplebutwhatwasmore

shockingwashis"wife"thathekeptoncalling

everynowandthen"Nomvelo"..



ImeanPurgatoryisthebiggestreligious

channelonTVfollowedbyDawn'schannelthe

Exorcism.Iusedtowatchthem atmyplace

everySundaybeforegoingtochurch..

Ilimpedmywayinandthensatdown..

Me:WhatisNazodoing?

Grams:ItoldyouNazohaschangedfrom the

oldNazothatyouknew

Me:Sothisiswhyheleftme?Hewanted

Nomvelobecausesheismorereservedandshe

mightnotbevirgininnocentbutsheisinnocent

andnaive

Grams:Nkulidon'tstart

Me:NazoknowsProphetZaine??

Grams:Heknowsalotofpeoplebecause

Nazo'sfamilytheyhaveagiftofhealing,when

hisGrandmotherpassedonitwaspassedonto

him



Iclappedmyhandsonce..

Me:Wow!Icould'vebeenallofthisand

probablymore

Ilookedather..

Me:HeknowsDawntoo?

Grams:Yes..HegotNomveloajobworking

withDawn

Me:What?

Ilookedatthescreenagain,Hetookhisjacket

offandwenttogiveittoNomvelo.Thecamera

showedNomveloandGugutalkingforabrief

momentthenNomvelosmiledandlookedat

thebigscreen,Idon'twannalieshelooked

beautifulinthatdressandmatchingdoek.The

cameramovedandInoticedthattheywere

sittinginthesamerowasProphetZaineand

hiswifeBonolo

Me:Mxm!



Itooktheremoteandchangedthechannel..

Grams:Wenzani?(whatareyoudoing)

Me:Nathisifunaukubukela..Thekardashians

areon(wealsowanttowatchthekardashians

areon)

Grams:KhululaintliziyoyakhoNkuli(freeyour

heart)

_

NOMSA

AfterchurchImetupwiththerealestateagent,

duringtheweekIcouldn'tmeetupwithher

becauseshewasbusy.Mylifehasbeenabit

betterlately,thingshavebeensomewhat

peaceful..

Her:Ithoughtthatwewerenotgoingtoendup

withanymoneyconsideringthefactthatalot

hadtobefixedinthathouse

Me:I'm evensurprisedthatyoucalledImeanI



thoughtthatitwasdonewiththathouse,ittook

alotofmoneytofixandhonestlyspeaking

whenwewerelivingthereIdidn'thavesuch

problems

Her:I'm gladthatthepeoplewhoboughtit

understoodorelsetheywould'vesuedusthat

wesoldthem afaultyhouse

Me:That'sverytrue

Shepassedmethepapers..

Her:Allinallaftereverythingatleastyoustill

gonnawalkawaywithR250000

It'snotalotofmoneybutit'ssomething,it

wouldhelpmealot.ThoughI'm notgoingto

pocketit,I'm goingtogiveittoNomvelo

togetherwiththemoneythat'sinJJ'saccount.

It'stherightthingtodo

Me:Thankyou..Thankyouverymuch

Her:Youwelcome



_

NOMVELO

ItwasaverygoodserviceandIwasspeechless

andverymuchastonishedtoseethatsideof

Nazo'slife.Heliterallyhealedsickpeople,and

hissermonwasverybeautiful.Idon'tknow

muchaboutreligionbutthisGodorhisGod

trulyexistandIam honoredtohavebeen

chosentoshareinthislifewithhim.ThoughI'm

stillaskingmyselfhowGodsawfittochoose

meforhim..

Afterchurchwedidn'tgostraighthome,before

hecouldeventaketwostepsdownfrom the

pulpitalotofthechurchmemberswerethere

crowdinghim mostlywomen.WeinchurchsoI

probablyhavenothingtoworryabout.Onour

sidetooitwasabitsuffocating,sinceBonolo

wassittingnexttousmostchurchmembers

surroundedherandotherscameuptomeand

toldmehowblessedIam tohavehim,most



werealreadytellingmeabouttheirproblems

andotherswereevenaskingmetoprayfor

them ImeanitwasoverwhelmingbecauseI'm

nottheonewiththegift.I'm justthewifehere,

soreallyIdidn'tknowwhattodoorhowto

react

ItgotbetterwhenBonolomovedclosertous,

ZainehadclimbeduptothepulpittojoinNazo..

Bonololiterallyheldmyhand..

Her:You'reblessed..Nazoisaveryspecial

being,whathedidtodaywillgodowninhistory.

Seeingsomuchpeoplehealednotonlyphysical

butspirituallyandemotionallytoo,hehasaway

withwords.HeisGodlygifted

Me:Thankyouverymuch

ShethenheldGugu'shand..

Bonolo:Yourwombisblessedtohavecarried

him

GuguwassoproudofherSonshecouldn'tstop



thetears,Iwassoproudofhim too.Iknow

thadmylifeisgoingtochangefrom hereon

andIdon'tmind,itseemslikethelifeinGodis

betterthantheoneIhavebeenliving...

FinallyhecamedownandGuguhuggedhim..

Gugu:Iam soproudofyou

Nazowipedhertears..

Nazo:Iknowyou're

Hemovedontome..

Me:Thatwasgreat

Hekissedmeonmyforehead..

Him:Welcometomyworld

Bonolo:Lovebirdscanwegoandhavelunch,

I'm suremyGranddaughteristiredandhungry

It'ssuchanhonourtomeetBonolo,sheisa

greatwomanandhaswrittenalot

ofspiritualbooks.Ihaven'treadanybutI'llstart



soon..

ThisisgoingtobemynewlifeandI'm very

satisfiedwithit,IwishedIhadknownthislife

whileIwasstillbrokenthenalcoholwouldn't

havebeenmycomfortbutthennotallislostI

canstillmakechanges..

.
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Noedits

98

NOMVELO

Ihadanamazingdayfrom beingatchurchto

beinginvitedtoProphetZaine'shouseforlunch,

itwasabeautifulexperienceweLiterallyshared

thetablewithhim andhisamazingwifeIam

willforevercheerishthisexperience.....

Nazowasveryexhausted,whenwegotback

homehejustbatheandattemptedtosleepbut



withmebusyannoyinghim hecouldn'tsleep

rightaway.Ilookedathim asheslowlyclosed

hiseyes,hewaslayingonthebedonhisback

andIwassittingontopofhim.Ileanedover

andkissedhim,hesmiledandsqueezedmy

thighs.Iwaswearingnothingbutoneofhis

tshirts..

Me:Youthattired?

Heopenedhiseyes..

Him:YesandIhavetobeupby1am or2am

Me:Why?

Him:I'm goingtopraysomewhere

Me:Where?CanIcomealong?

Hegavemeaweirdlook..

Him:It'snotanordinaryprayingsessionan

angelwillbeinvolved

Me:YoucanseeAngels?



Him:Yes

Me:Likewecangooutnowandyouwouldsee

them inthesky?

Hechuckled..

Him:No..I'veonlyseentwo,twothatholda

significanceintomylife

Me:Wow..CanIseethem too?

Hegavemeanotherweirdlook..

Him:Mostpeoplewouldcallmecrazyandyou

wannaseeone

Ileanedoverandkissedhim again..

Me:Youanythingbutcrazy

Hekeptquiet..

Me:Soam Iinvited?

Henodded

Him:Ya



HeclosedhiseyesagainwhileItriedtokiss

him..

Me:Ahhh....

MyphonerangandIgotoffhim toanswerit,it

wasmyGrandmother..

Me:Duchess

Therewasnoanswer..

Me:Hello?

Nkuli:Velo..It'sme

Me:Nkuli?

Her:Yesit'sme

Me:Mywor..Areyouokay?Whereareyou?

Her:I'm athomeandI'm recovering

Me:Whathappened?

Her:Longstory..Thinkyoucomeforavisitso

wecantalk



Me:I'lldefinitelydothat

Her:Howabouttomorrow?

Me:YestomorrowafterworkI'llpassby

Her:Congratulations..KokotoldmeandIsaw

youonTVatPurgatory

Me:Thankyou

Her:Seeyouthen

Me:Bye

Her:Iloveyoucuz

Me:Iloveyoutoo

Thatlastpartwasveryweird..

_

NOMSA

Ilookedatmyphoneandthenlookedatthe

documentsthatwereinfrontofme.Ipickedup

myphoneandthencalledNomvelo,Iknowit's

latebutIfeltliketellinghernow..



Her:Hello?

Ididn'texpecthertopickup..

Me:Hi..HiVeloit'sNomsa

Her:Ohhheyhowareyoudoing?

Me:I'm doingwellandyou?

Her:I'm okay

Me:SorrytocallyouthislatebutIhave

somethingimportanttodiscusswithyou

Her:OkayI'm allears

Me:Themoneyforthehousefinallycame

through,thoughit'slesserthanwhatweputup

thehouseforbecauseoffixingafewthings

but..Iwantyoutohaveit,togetherwiththe

remaining100000from hisbank.Collectivelyit

willbe350000

Her:That'ssweetbut..Youcanhaveit

Me:Huh?



Her:IthinkIneeditmorethanIdo,youhavea

bigresponsibilitywithThuliandIknowthatyou

nevercommittedyourselftotheworldof

employmentsomaybesitdownandthinkofa

businessplanandstartabusinessthatwillhelp

youfinanciallyandyourfamily

Me:I..Idon'tknowwhattosay

Her:Thankyou

Me:Thankyou..Thankyouverymuch

Her:Weshouldmeetupsometime

Me:Thatwouldbeverynice

Her:Ihavetogo..Bye

Me:Bye

Iputthephonedown..Ireallydidn'texpectthat..

_

SNAZO

Iwokeupat1am,thefirstthingIdidwasto



prayandthoughtheinitialplanwasamountain

butnowtheplanhadchanged.Iwasmeantto

drivetoanopenfield,averysacredplacewere

therewon'tbeanydisturbances.Thewhole

healinghastotakeplacebeforethesuncomes

up..Nomvelowasstillfastasleep,Istillcan't

believethatshewantstotakethisjourneywith

me..

Iwentandwokeherup..

Me:Wakeupsweetheart

Her:Nooooooo

Wakingherupisalwaysaprocess..

Me:Comeonwehavetogo

Her:Idon'twannawakeup

Me:Velocomeonyougoingtomakemelate

Shepulledtheduvetup..

Me:Okaythat'sit



Ipulledthebedcoversdownandthenpicked

herup,Iputherovermyshoulder..

Her:Stooooop

Iwalkedtothebathroom andputherdown..

Me:5min

Imadethebedwhileshepreparedherself,to

myshocksheadheredtothe5mintimeframe

thatIgaveherthoughshestilllookedmad

sleepy..

Me:Readytogo?

Her:I'm ready

Itookthecarkeys..

Me:Goodmorningbythewaysleepyhead

Ikissedheronherforehead.Ithoughtthatit

wasgoingtobedifficulttohaveNomvelo

acceptthepersonthatIam today,butshe

seemstobefollowingthroughveryswiftly.I

couldn'tbemorehappier.Wedroveoutatthose



earlyhoursofthemorningtothesacredplace,

itwasstillverydarkandcold.Thedrivewas

approximately1hr30minandtheholyspiritwas

theoneleadingmethrough...

Whenwearrivedatthefielditlookedmorelike

adessert,justsand,rocks,andabitofgrass

hereandthere.Itwasaveryisolatedplace,the

roadswereabitfaranditwasinthemiddleof

nowhere..

Nomvelo:Wherearewe?

Me:Areyouwarm enough?

Her:YesIam

From afardistanceIspottedUriandHelena

waslayingonthegroundnotmovinganatall,

shestillhadthearrowonherrightside..

Iglanceddownather,Ididn'tknowwhereto

start.Urilookedupandthenhiswingsstarted

flapping,hewentuptostandguardincasewe

haveunwantedguests.IwonderifHelenawas



stillalive,Ihopesheisstillalive.

Nomvelo:Ican'tseeanything

Me:Iknow..Youwillseeherbutnotinthis

state,theonlyangelthatyouwon'tbeableto

seeisUri

Her:Why?

Me:HeisawarriorAngel,mostwarriorangels

don'tlookpleasantthoughyou'veonceseen

him butyouwon'tremember

Her:Whenwasthat?

Me:alongtimeago

IkneltdownononekneenexttoHelena..

"Beloved.."

Ididn'thearthevoicefrom withinasalways,I

heardcomingfrom aroundhere.Itcamewitha

blastofwindandaminortremor,Nomveloheld

ontomyshoulder..



Nomvelo:Didyoufeelthat?

Me:Yes

Her:Okaythiswasprobablynotagoodidea

Me:Ineedtoconcentratesweetheart

Shegotherhandoffmyshoulderandstepped

backabit..

"Beloved.."

Me:I'm here..I'm listening

"Youpreachaboutfaithmostofthetime,

healingHelenaisatestofyourfaith.There'sno

specialprayerneeded,yourfaithwillbetheone

that'sgoingtohealher.Hebrews11vers3"

Me:"Byfaithweunderstandthattheworlds

wereframedbythewordofGod,sothatthe

thingswhichareseenwerenotmadeofthings

whicharevisible"NKJV

Itookadeepbreathandplacedmyhandonthe

arrow,whenIremoveitIhavetohealherright



awayorelseshewon'tmakeit..

AnAngelisnotanearthlybeingandformeto

betrustedwithsuchabigtestprovesthatIcan

doallthingsthroughChristwhostrengthens

me,thatismyaffirmationatthisinstantandmy

faithneedstoactonit..

Ipulledoutthearrowandplacedmyhandon

herbutnothinghappened..

Me:"IcandoallthingsthroughChristwho

strengthensme"

Imight'verepeatedthataffirmationformore

than10timesandnothinghappened,mybrain

wastryingtobelogicaboutthis.Convincingme

thatIwon'tdoit,I'm humanIcannothealwhat

isnotfleshbutdeepdownIhadfaiththatIcan

doit,Iwilldothat..

Timepassedwhilenothingwashappening..

Velo:Babe



Shewalkedcloser..

Her:Youhavebeenkneelinghereforsometime

now,whatexactlyareyoumeanttoachieve?

NomatterhowmuchIsaidthataffirmation

nothinghappened,Helenadidn'twakeup.

Igotupfeelingdefeated,Iwasdisappointedin

myselfandIwasreadytogiveup..

Me:Comelet'sgo

Velo:Wedone?

Me:Yes

Istartedwalkingaway..

Velo:Soyougivingup?

Iturnedandlookedather..

Me:Excuseme?

Her:Ihaven'tseentheangelsothatmeans

whateveryouweremeanttodoyoudidn'tdoit

andnowyoujustgoingtogiveup



IglanceddownatHelena..

Me:IwasmeanttohealanAngel,something

thatIhaveneverdonebefore.Somethingthatis

beyondme

Shekeptquiet..

Me:Comeonlet'sgo

Her:Snazo

Me:NotnowVelo..Let'sgo

Her:Youahypocrite

Me:Askies?

Her:Ifyouweresentherethenthatmeansyou

candoit,youcan'tpreachsomethingthatyou

don'tbelievein.Ifyouwalkawaywithout

fulfillingwhatyoucameherefor,youmightas

wellneverpreachagain

IlookedatHelenaagainandwentbacktoher,I

kneltdownforthelasttime..



Iputmybothmyhandsonthewoundand

pressedharder..

Me:IfIcan'thealyouthenmygiftisuseless,I

can'tpreachwhatIdon'tbelievein.Ibelievein

mygift,IbelieveinwhoIam andIbelievethatI

candoallthingsthroughchristwho

strengthensme,Idon'thavefaithIam faith!

Maybeaminutepassedandthensheopened

hereyes,Iremovedmyhands..

Ican'tbelievethatIdidit,can'tbelieveIhealed

anangel.Shelookedatme..

Her:Iknewthatyoucoulddoit

Shegotupasmyhandswereglowing,she

lookedatNomveloandthenlookedatme.She

slightlynodded..

IwentupNomvelo..

Nomvelo:Youdidit..Didn'tyou?

Me:Ididit



Her:Iknewthatyoucoulddoit

Istoodbehindherandcoveredhereyeswith

myhands..

Me:Thankyou

Her:Whatareyoudoing?

Me:I'm openingyourspiritualeyestoseeingan

Angel

_

NKULI

Isawahumanfigurethatwaswearingablack

robe.Icouldn'tseehisfacebuthewastalland

hewasstandingbythedoor,itwasverydarkin

thebedroom onlythemoonprovidedpartial

light..

Me:Whoareyou?

Ifeltdarknessandfearasthefigure

approachedme,IwasinbedandIcouldn't

movenorscream..



Itcamecloserandcloserand..

******

Iopenedmyeyesandlookedaround,Ilooked

atthedoorandthewasnothere,Iwas

breathingheavyandsweating.WhatIdream,it

feltveryreal..

_

NOMVELO

Heremovedhishandsfrom myeyesandatfirst

everythingappearedblurry,Irubbedmyeyesfor

afewsecondsandwhatstoodbeforeuswas

somethingthatIhaveneverseenbefore.Itwas

indeedanangel,afemalewithverybigwings

andtallerthananormalhumanheight.Her

wingswereprettybig.

IfreakedandwenttostandbehindNazo..

Him:Sheisaguardianangel..She'svery

harmless



Imovedabittolookatherandthenhidagain..

Her:Bytomorrowyouwon'thaveanymemory

ofthis,itwillbebitsandpieces

Me:It'sarealAngel

Nazo:Really?Ididn'trealize

InmymindIkeptonrepeatingthewords"It'sa

fuckenAngel"

Her:Icanhearyourthoughtsandthelanguage

isveryoffensive

Iwasn'tprepsforthis..IsthiswhatNazosees?

He'sgiftisreallysomethingfarbeyondhuman

understanding..

.

Tobecontinued
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SNAZO



Nomvelowalkedbacktothecarbecauseshe

wasfreezingherwarm clothesdidn'tquitekick

inorshedidn'twearwarm enough,plus

Helena'spresencewastoooverwhelmingfor

her.Helenalookedatherassheopenedthe

passenger'sdoor..

Helena:ThefirsttimeIhadanencounterwith

hershewasmeanttobeinvolvedinaterrible

caraccident,thatnightIhadtopushbackher

carfrom starting

Me:Wait..Youhavehadanencounterwithher?

You'vealwaysknownher?

Her:Itwaswrittenlongtimeagothatbothyour

destinieshadtocollidetobringaboutone

destiny,assoonastheworldofdarknessknew

aboutthatbothyourliveswerealwaysin

danger.Youhadtobeprotectedatalltimes.

See,mostthingshappenedsothatwhatitis

todaycancometrue.Fateisnotalways

favouriblesomethingsweren'tpleasantbut



theyhadtohappen.YourBrotherhadtobea

vesselthatbringsNomvelotoyou,ifitwasn't

forhim youwouldn'thaveknownherandshe

would'vekilledherselfrightaftershelearned

thetruthaboutherUncleandwhathedid.Nkuli

wasnevertailoredforyou,noneofthosegirls

youwereinvolvedwithbeforeweretailoredfor

you.Nkuliisaslavetomoney,shewould'veuse

thistoherownadvantageandherownselfish

desires.Mostofall,shewasstillnotgoingto

befaithbuther...Themostimportantreason

thatNomvelowaschosenforyouisbecauseof

herfaithfulness,shehasalwaysknownhowto

committoonlyonepersonanddespitehowshe

grewupshealwayshadagoodheart.Shehas

selfrespect,she'sstrongandshe'sjustwhat

youneedtogoforward.Neverregretthe

mistakesyoumade,someofthem neededto

happensothattheycanleadyoutoyour

destiny.YouwerechosenNazosothatthe

scriptureICorinthians1verse27couldcome



intopass

Me:"ButGodhaschosenthefoolishthingsof

theworldtoputtoshamethewise,andGod

haschosentheweakthingsintheworldtoput

toshamethethingswhicharemighty"

Her:Yes

Me:SoIwasfoolish?

Her:Notinsomanywords

Me:Ishouldgo

Her:RememberyouandNomveloarenot

immunetobeingattackedbytheenemyand

Nomvelosheneedstostartbeingspiritually

andemotionallystrong,she'sgoingtogetthere

butitwon'tbeeasy.Shewashereforyoutoday

whenyoualmostgaveup,youneedtobethere

forherespeciallyonthisspiritualjourney

becauseitwon'talwaysbeeasy

Me:Iknow



Her:Butwewillalwaysbethereforyou,as

always

Istartedwalkingtothecar..

Me:SeeyouaroundHelena

Her:Ialwaysseeyouthoughyoudon'talways

seeme

Me:Iknowanditstillcreepsmeout

Iam veryproudofNomveloandwhatshedid

today,everydayshemakesmefallmoremore

harderforher.Shehadpassedoutontheseat,I

lookedatthetimeanditwas4:45wehavebeen

hereforquiteawhile..

_

NOMSA

IhardlysleptlastnightIwasthinkingabout

Nomvelogivingmeallthemoney,honestly

speakingIthoughtshewouldn'twantanything

todowithmeaftereverythingthatI'vedoneto



her.Itamazesmeathowshehasgrownandat

thesametimeitamazesmehowmylifeis

startingtochange,lightisshinningthroughin

whatwasmydarkworld.Ioweitalltomy

Mother,sometimesIwouldhearherprayingfor

meat00:00am.WhenIstartedtochurchI

learnedtoforgivemyselfbackbecausethe

regretsthatIhadwereholdingmebacktoo,

nowthatIhaveforgivenmyselfandhave

prayedforGodtotouchtheonesI'vedone

wrongintoforgivingme,Iam gladthatmyself

healingisworthit.Iwipedmytearsandglanced

downatthebook,Ihavejotteddownafew

businessideas.Itwould'vebeenniceif

Nomvelocouldpartnerwithme,Iwillrunit

throughher...

_

NOMVELO

IwassosleepywhenwegothomeallIwanted

todowastorestforawhile.Nazothrewmeon



thebed,hehadactuallyputmeonhisbackfor

thefunofit..

Iyawned..

Him:Lookatthat..Thatmeansapersonwon't

begettinganymorningglorythismorning

Me:IjustwannarestabitbutIwannasend

ZeashamessagethatIwon'tcometowork

todayI'm reallytired

Him:It'sverynicetobeyou,youcanjustdecide

thatyoudon'twannashowupatworkandit's

fine,ifyouworkedformeIwould'velongfired

you..Soyougoingtosleepallday?

Me:ThatwastheplanuntilIrememberedthat

someonementionedsomethingaboutacredit

cardyesterdayatchurch

Heraisedhiseyebrow..

Him:Whatcreditcard?

Me:Haveyounoshame?



Him:Idon'tknowanythingaboutacreditcard,

butthere'ssomethingthatIdidn'tmention

Hewenttodrawersandtookoutsomecarkeys

andthrewthem onthebed..

Him:YoucanhavemyPolo

Me:Areyouserious?

Him:I'm serious

Igotoffofthebedandwenttohughim..

Me:Thankyousoomuch

Him:Nowyoucandriveyourselftowork

Me:Thankyouverymuchbabe

Ikissedhim..

Hepickedmeup..

Him:Andmycreditcarddoesn'tcomeforfree

Me:Prostitution..Whatkindofapreacherare

you?



Him:Onethatjustdoesn'tgiveawayhiscredit

cardforfree

Me:Yougoingtoexhaustmemore

Him:I'llbeveryquick

_

NKULI

Grams:Goodmorning

Me:Morning

Her:Whyareyouupsoearly?

Me:Ijusthadabaddream that'sall

Shesatdown..

Her:Wannatellmeaboutit?

Me:No..I'drathernot..It'sokay

Her:Whatareyougoingtodotoday?

Me:Nomveloiscomingoverwegoingtospend

sometimetogether



Her:ShouldIbeworried?

Me:Noyouhavenothingtoworryabout,wejust

goingtotalkandcatchupthat'sall

Ipickedupthemuganddrankmycoffee..

_

NOMVELO

Okaythiswasn'tlikethelasttimewhenwe

wereintimate,todaywascompletelyadifferent

scenario.Thelasttimehewasgentleandwe

engagedinpassionatelovemakingbuttoday,

hewasrippingmeapart..

Icouldfeelhim verydeepinsideofmeand

thoughItriedtoconcentratemuchonthe

pleasurebutitwasabituncomfortableina

sense,beingthatdeepwasuncomfortable.

Hewasbehindmeandkneelingonthebedwas

betterthankneelingonaroughsurface,itwas

goingtomakeeverythingmoreuncomfortable.



Whilemyotherhandwasbalancingonthebed,

myotheronetriedtopushhim awaybutheheld

bothofthem andpinnedthem behindmyback,

makingmyupperbodytocomeintocontact

withthebed,andmyfacewasburieddeepin

thepillowandthepillowhelpedtotrapmyloud

screaming.WithmyhandspinneddownI

couldn'tescapeevenifIwantedtoo,hewas

reallygoinghardsohardIcouldhearhisloud

breathing.Notinmylifeofbeingsexualactive

haveIeverreceiveditthishard,itwasn'tatotal

horrificexperiencewasjustnew.Basicallythis

ishiswayofshowinghisdominantsideandit's

likethemoreIscreamedhisname,themore

harderhewent.Whenmyscreamingwas

seizinghewouldusehisonehandtolockmy

handsweresmallandthenwithhisotherhand

hewouldgrabmyhairnottooroughthough..

Me:BabepleaseI'm tired!!!

Iwantedtoblackmailhim withtearsbutthey



weren'tthere.Hewasmoaningandverymuch

enjoyinghimself,hewasn'tlyingabouthavinga

bigappetiteafterall..

Me:IswearI'm notevergoingtotalktoyou

whenwedone!!

Him:ThemorereasonthenIshouldripyou

moreapartifit'sgoingtobelikethat

Me:Nazopleaseit'sburningrealbad..Babe

please..

Afterthis,IswearI'm notgoingtotalktohim

anymore..

.

Tobecontinued
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SNAZO

Ionlysleptforafewhoursandthenat12pm I

wenttoworktocheckhowthingsweregoing,

wedoingsoowellthatwenowhaveanofficein



town.FirstthingIdidwastobuyredbull,I

neededabitofkicktofunctionforthetime

beingthatI'llbeattheoffice..

Tumi:Whydon'tyoujustgobackhomeandrest

boss,wehaveeverythingundercontrol

Tumiisourreceptionist.Shestartedafew

monthsago.WhenI'm notaroundShineisthe

onewhoisinchargebutheismostlyinthefield

withworkersandsupervisingthem,wehave5

guysnowworkingforuseachearningR8000.I

evenfeellikethat'snotenoughconsideringthe

workthattheydoandhowcommittedtheyare,

Ialsopaythem forovertime.Shinegetsaround

17kamonth,ifacontractpaysmorehegets

moreandIalsoblessmyotheremployeeswith

more.MebeingtheCEOandeverythingIgeta

bitmore,wellIgetalotmore.Expandingour

businesstoMpumalangaissomethingthat's

goingtostartverysoon,verysoonasinlike

nextmonththelatest.Iwasalsothinkingof



otherbusinessestoventurein.

Startingfrom nextmonthsomeofthemoney

thatwewillbemakingwillgointohelping

others,Goddidn'tblessmetogainonmyown

butIshouldgivebacktothelessfortunate.

Theremorethatthebusinesswillbegetting,

theremorethanwecouldgiveback.That's

whatJesuswoulddoifhewashere..

Mpumiknocked..

Me:Comein

Her:IfIremembercorrectlyyousaidthat

startingfrom nextyearwewillbegivingbackto

thelessfortunate

Me:That'strue

Her:Iwouldalsoliketoofferasuggestion

Me:I'm listening

Her:Maybewecouldsupplyhighschoolswith

sanitarypads,forgirlswhocan'taffordand



maybealsogotoafewclinicsaroundrural

areasandaskthem togivethegirlsaroundthat

area

Me:Soundslikeagoodidea

Her:Youdon'tknowhowpainfulitisforagirlto

beonherperiodsandnothaveasanitarypad,

somewillgoasfarasnotgoingtoschool

Me:Iunderstandwhatyousaying,youandmy

wifewilldefinitelylookintothat

Her:Thankyouverymuch

Me:Youwelcome..Howmanycontractsdowe

have?

Her:Youcancomeandsee

Webothwenttothereception..

Her:About5clientsandit'sbigclients

Iyawnedwhilerubbingmyeyes..

Her:YouaretrulyblessedBoss,Ihavenever



seenabusinessdoingthiswellbefore.The

Lord'sfavourisdefinitelyuponyou

Me:Thankyou,Tumiandthankyouforbeinga

partofthefamily

ThedooropenedandShinewalkedin,hewas

holdinghisDaughterMpumi..

Me:Ehhhlookwhocametovisitustoday

Heputherontopofthecounterandexhaled

Tumi:Whoisthislittlecutie?

Me:Shine'sDaughterMpumi

Ipickedherup..

Tumi:WowShineyounevertoldmethatyou

havesuchanadorableDaughter

Shine:KantiyindabayeSouthAfricayonkena?

(ThewholeofSAmustknow)

Tumi:Haibodon'tberudeIwasjustasking

Me:Stillwonderinghowabastardlikehim



couldhavesuchacuteDaughter

Tumicametheotherwayaround..

Tumi:Howoldisshe?

Shine:8months

IhavepickeditupIthinkamonthbackorso

thatTumilikesShinealot,andShinebeing

Shinehedoesn'tnotice..

Me:WhereisSbosh?

Shine:Yazileskhekhesing'jwayelakabi(That

bitchismessingwithme)

TumitookMpumifrom me..

Tumi:Didyouevencomewithherbottle?

Shine:Ang'kenistraight(I'm notsure)

Tumi:Whatisshegoingtoeat?

Shine:ngidluleemashopngathengaizinto

nyana(Ipassedbyattheshopsandboughta

fewthings)



Shinegaveherhiscarkeys...

Shine:Youcancheckinthecar

Okaythatwasunexpected,allofasudden

ShineisafanofEnglish?MaybeI'm missing

somethinghere.Maybehealsolikesher..

Tumi:Let'sgogetcheckwhatwehaveinthe

car

IturnedtoShine..

Me:K'hambani?(what'sgoingon)

Him:uSboshbekangekhokuboiWeekendyonke

(Shewasn'tatherhouseforthewholeweekend)

Me:What?HerMom wasisonawheelchair

whowaslookingafterMpumi?

Him:Yintoeng'yenzaukuthing'hlanyeleyo

ushiyeuMpuminoMamakhe(Thatmakesme

madbecausesheleftthebabywithherMom)

Ishookmyheadwhilewhistling..



Shine:Azealethelamaboyfriendnyanawakhe

auselessengcosiniyami,strukuyonethaama

bullet(Ifshehelldaresbringheruseless

boyfriendsinfrontofmychild,itwillrainbullets)

Me:Stepfathers

Shine:Cabanga(Imagine)

TumicamebackandgaveShineaweirdlook

Shine:Yini?(what)

Tumi:Youboughtthewholestore?Bossyou

shouldcomeandseethis

Weallwentoutsideandhistrunkwasfull.

Differentbrandsofnappies,differentbrandsof

milkformula,bottles.Younameitanditwas

there..

Shine:Eyyaningiyekenibengaziukuthi

ng'thengeni(leavemealoneIdidn'tknowwhat

tobuy)

I'm cluelessaboutbabiesbutShineisworse.



_

NOMVELO

Iheardaknockatthedooritwasfaintuntilit

startedgettinglouder..

Nkuli:Veloukhona(Veloareyouaround)

Itookmyphoneandcheckedit,Ihadmissed

callsfrom Nkuli..

Nkuli:Velo!!!

Idraggedmyselfoutofbedinmystillsleepy

statetogoandopenforher,Ifirstwrappeda

towelaroundmynakedbody..

Itwasstillburningandverysore,butatleastI

canwalk.Iunlockedandopened..

Her:Hau!!!

Shemadeherwayin..

Her:Didyouseewhattimeitis?

Iignoredher..



Her:Openthewindowsit'sabitstuffyinhere

kantiwhat'swrong?

Me:I'm notfeelingwell

Iwentandsatdownonthebed,sittingdown

wasamission..

Her:OhhheishnowIsee..Askiesshameyou

should'vetakenacoldbath,justsitthereforat

least5minorsoandthengetyourselfaCanex

Tcream.Thatusedtohelpmealot

Shewentandopenedthewindows..

Me:ThankyouforthetipNkuli(sarcasm)

Her:Whatdidyoudo?Heusuallyusesthatasa

form ofpunishment

Me:Ididn'tdoanything

Her:Eishmara..YaziuNazoyenaheforgets

thatyoujustababy,maybeheforgotukuthiwe

nolongerfuckingbecauseIusedtolikeitabit

roughmanjeeishheisstilltrappedinthepast



Nkuliwasirritatingmeevenmore..

Me:letmegoandpee

Her:It'sgoingtomakethesituationworse

Me:Manjeng'hlalengiz'chamele?(soImust

justpeeonmyself)

Her:Haibosisi!I'm notfightingyouI'm just

givingyoutips!Youdon'tknowhowheislike

whenitcomestosexsoI'm helpingyouhereas

yourbigsister

Istoodupandwenttopee..

Her:ShouldImakethebedforyou?

Istoppedandlookedather..

Me:No!..YaziNkulitodaynjeI'm notinthe

moodplease

Her:Finekengizohamba!(I'llleave)

Me:Thankyou!

Her:Youdidn'tevenaskhowIam afterIgot



kidnappedandIwasprotectingyou!!

Me:What?

Her:ByeVelo

ShewalkedoutandIwenttolock..

_

SNAZO

Iwastryingtokeepupwitheverythingthatwas

happeningbutIwasjusttootired..

Shine:Soucabanganingalendaba?(whatdo

youthinkaboutthismatter)

(Silence)

Shine:Snazo!!

Iopenedmyeyes..

Me:Ya?

Him:Zkhiphaningawe?(what'swrongwithyou)

Me:NexI'm justtired



Him:Thenvayauyogidlanyana(goandresta

bit)

Me:YaeishI'llseeyoutomorrow

Itookmycarkeysandwalkedoutoftheoffice

tothereception,Tumiwasstilloccupiedwith

entertainingMpumi..

Me:I'llseeyouguystomorrow

Tumi:OkayBye

IheldMpumi'ssmallhand..

Me:ByeNana

Tumi:Sheissuchasweetheartshehardlycries

ImademywaytothedoorandIbumpedinto

Sbosh..

Her:Snazo!!Siphiles'limaebathiuShine?

(WhereisthatfoolcalledShine)

Me:Ithinkyouneedtocalm down,yougoingto

scarethebaby



Her:Anginandaba!(Idon'tcare)

Sboshisaverybeautifulattractivegirl,sheis

verylooseandShinewassupposedtosmash

andpassbuthefuckedupandgother

pregnant..

Shepushedmeoutoftheway..

Her:Yazining'celausukeendleleni(pleaseget

outofmyway)

Notforgettingthatshe'sverycrazy..

_

NKULI

IcannotevenputitintowordshowlividIwas,I

reallythoughtthatIcouldlivewiththisthingsof

NazoandNomvelobeingtogetherbutIcan't!

Toeventhinkthathetouchedhermakesme

veryangry,angrytoapointwereIfeellike

killingbothofthem rightnow!

_



NOMVELO

AlthoughNkuliandIhadanaltercationearlier

onbutheradviceworkedabit,Justabit.Idid

takeacoldbathandIfeltabitbetterandall

thatfeelingoffeelingtiredandsleepyleftme.I

seriouslydon'tknowwhatshemeantwhenshe

saidthatshewasprotectingme,whatreally

happenedthatnight.Thedoorwaswideopen

whenNazomadehiswayin,Iwasmakingthe

bed..

Itdidshowthathewastired..

Him:Atwhattimedidyouwakeup?

Iignoredhim,hetookouthiswalletandthen

gothiscreditcardoutandhandedittome..

Me:Idon'twantit

Him:Whatdoyouwantke?

Me:Foryoutosleepinyourbrother'sbedroom

untilfurthernotice



Hechuckled..

Him:Yathat'snothappening

Me:OkaythenI'llgoandspendafewnightsat

myGrandmother'shouse

Hegentlygrabbedmyarm andmademeto

lookathim..

Him:I'm sorryaboutthismorning..Lookmein

theeyeandtellmethatyoudidn'tenjoy

Me:That'sbesidethepoint

Him:Thenwhatisthepoint?

Ilookedathim..

Him:OkayNomveloufunanike?(whatdoyou

want)

Me:Nkuliwashere?

Him:bekazilela?(hewashere)

Inodded..

Him:Ithoughtshegotkidnapped



Me:Howdoyouknow?

Him:Nevermind

Me:NoNazohowdoyouknowthatshewas

kidnapped?

Hesighed..

Him:Shecalledme

Me:When?

Him:Beforethenegotiationstotellmethatshe

waskidnapped

Me:Andyounevertoldme?

Him:Ididn'ttellyoubecauseIdidn'tthinkitwas

serious,Istilldon'tthinkit'sserious

Me:Sothat'syourexcuse?Ithoughtyousaid

weshouldn'tlietoeachother

Him:Ididn'tlie..Ijustdidn'ttellyou

Me:Andthat'ssupposedtomakemefeelbetter?

Him:Let'sjustleaveitbecauseit'sgoingto



makeusfightandI'm veryexhausted

Me:Yalet'sleaveitvelenjengobaeventhis

morningwhenwewerehavingsexshewason

yourmind

Him:Ini?(what)

Me:Whenwewerehavingsexthismorningshe

wasdefinitelyonyourmindbecausesheeven

knewwhatIshould'vedonewhenwewere

finishedtohelpeasethesorenessandthe

burningsensation

Him:Eyykantiukhulumangani?(whatareyou

talkingabout)

Ikeptquietandcontinuedfixingthebed..

Him:Ngathiuzong'hlalakuOxygen,uzong'cika

straight(yougoingtoannoyme)

HestartedwalkingawayandIdon'tknowwhat

cameoverbutIclickedmytongue..

Me:Nx!!



Idon'tknowwhenhegotholdofthesmall

pillowandhejusthitmewithacrossmyface..

Him:clickyourtongueatmeagainandseehow

thisisgoingtoendup

Ikeptquietbecausehewasveryangry..

Him:AnzangengithisiyekelentokaNkuli?

(Didn'tIsaylet'sleavethisthingwithNkuli)

HesteppedcloserandIsteppedback..

Him:Ngizok'shayaNomvelouyezwa?(Iwillhit

you)

Istillremainedquiet..Hethrewthepillowon

thebedandwalkedouttothehouse,while

bangingthedoorbehindhim..

.

Tobecontinued
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NAZO

"Youmademea,youmademeabeliever,

believer

Pain!

Youbreakmedown,youbuildmeup,believer,

believer

Pain!

Ohletthebulletsfly,ohletthem rain

Mylife,mylove,mydrive,itcamefrom...

Pain!

Youmademea,youmademeabeliever"

IwaslayingbackonNiso'sbedwhilelistening

toonethesongsthathemademefallinlove

withbecauseheusedtoplayitalmosteveryday,

Iwasplayingitonmyphone...[Imagine

Dragons_Believer]



MyeyeswereclosedandthoughIwasdead

tiredIjustcouldn'tfallasleep,alotofthings

wererunningthroughmymindthemajorone

beingmyfightwithNomvelo.Idon'tthinkthat

I'veeverbeenthisangrywithher,shereally

angeredmetodaywithallthatNkulinonsense.

Nkulipissesmeofftothecore,whycan'tshe

justbelikeMantwaandmoveon..

"Iwasbrokenfrom ayoungageTakingmy

sulkingtothemassesWritedownmypoems

forthefewThatlookedatme,tooktome,

shooktome,feelingme"

Thedoorflungopen,Iopenedmyeyesandit

wasGugu.Shewasholdingabroom withher,

shewasn'taroundwhenIgotin,Iwonderwhere

shewent.Shewasverymadshestartedhitting

mewiththebroom..

Me:Whatareyoudoing?Stop!

Igotupandheldthebroom..



Me:DamnGugu!!

Her:Uyahlanyawena?(areareyoucrazy)

Iletgoofthebroom..

Me:Yinikanti?(what'swrong)

ShehitmeonmyshoulderandIfeltsomething

cracking..

Me:Guguyekamaaneish!!(stopit)thinkyou

dislocatedmyshoulder

Her:Iwilldomorethanthat!!..YiningaweNazo?

Sowunesandlawenaebafazini?(what'swrong

withyou,sonowyoubeatwomen)

Me:Guguangim'thintangauNomvelo(Ididn't

touchNomvelo)

Her:Ohwsowhat?She'scrazytobelayingon

thebedandcrying?

Me:Ididn'tbeather,Ihaveneverraisedmy

handonawomanandI'm notgoingtostart

today



Her:ManjeuhlanyauVelo?(soVeloiscrazy)

Me:Ididn'tdoanything!Nomvelotakes

whatevershitNkulisaysandthenshefights

withme

Gugu:uNkulifuthi?(Nkuliagain)

Me:Nomvelomuststoplisteningtohercousin

orelseakayoshadanaye(shemustgoand

marryher)

Gugu:I'm tiredofthisNkuliserious!Shewalked

outbutthenstoppedandlookedatme..

Her:Gofixit..BytomorrowIwannaseeyou

guysalltouchytouchyandinloveasalways

Isatdownonthebedandputmyhandonmy

shoulder..

Gugu:NgekenjesizodlalwauNkuli!(Iwon'tlet

Nkuliplayus)

_

NOMVELO



"Tellmewhatyousaynow?

Tellmewhatyousay

Comeagain?

Ifyoucannotstaydown

Thenyoudonothavetopretend

Likethereisnowayout

Ishouldaneverletyouin

Causeyougotmefacedown

Anddon'ttakethispersonal

Butyou'retheworst

Youknowwhatyou'vedonetome

AndalthoughithurtsIknow

Ijustcan'tkeeprunnin'away"

IwaslayingonthebedlisteningtoTheworstby

Jheneaiko,neverknewthatfightscouldhurt

thismuch.Ihavedealtwithalotinmylifeand



dramainmymarriageisthelastthingIwant,

literallyrightnowmyfightwithNazotriggered

thingsthatIthoughtIhadburied.Thoseold

scarsstartedbleedingagain.Nazocanbetoo

muchattimes,heneedstoreallyloosenup

becauseIcan'tdealwithhisintimidatingside.

NisowasoncephysicalwithmeandIdon't

wannagothroughthatagain,Idon'twannabea

victim ofdomesticviolence.Thedooropened

andhewalkedin,Myheartskippedabit.I

stoppedthesongfrom playingashesatonthe

armrestofthecouch,thecouchisabitcloseto

ourbed.Ididn'tevenlookathim,Iavoidedeye

contactatallcosts..

Him:YoutoldGuguthatIhityou?Ngik'shayile

Velo?(DidIbeatyou)

Nazohasaverynicevoice,it'sjustabitdeep

anditbecomesveryintimidatingwhenhe's

mad.Literallyyouwillshakeinyourboots..

Him:Youtakewhateveryouandyourcousin



talkaboutandthenyoubringitintoour

relationship!Am Isupposedtobehappywith

that?Idon'tevenknowwhatyoutwotalkabout

andIdon'twannaknow!ButsomehowI'm

caughtupinthemiddle

ThiswasnotgoingtoendwellandIjustdon't

wannafightanymore,it'stooemotionally

draining.Igotoutofbedandputonmyflops

andthentookmyphoneandwalkedtothedoor,

unfortunatelyhebeatmetoitandthenlocked

it...

Me:Idon'twannafightNazo

Him:Runningawaywhatisitgoingtosolve?

Iwentsatonthearmrestofthecouchwerehe

wassittingandtriedbyallmeanstoblockmy

tearsfrom falling.Ireallydidn'twannafightand

mytearsfellanyway,Icouldn'tholdback.He

cameandcrouchedinfrontofme,heheldmy

handandkissedit..



Him:IloveyousoomuchandIwouldnever

raisemyhandonyounomatterhowmuchyou

pissmeoff,Imight'velostmycoolbutI'llnever

hityou

Heranhisthumbnexttomyeyeandwipedmy

tears,hedidthesamethingontheotherside..

Him:IknowthatuNkuliisyourcousin,she's

yourfamilybutshe'salsomyex.Sometimes

ExescanbemessyandIknowhersherains

revengeonanythingandanyonewhohurtsher.

Iwouldappreciateitifyourrelationshipwithher

endsatyourGrandmother'shouseandoverthe

phone,Idon'twanttoseeherherebecauseI

havenobusinesswithher.Sheisnothingbut

trouble

Iunderstandwhathewassaying,Nkulican

beverybitter..

Him:Nkuliismypastandyoumyfuture,Idon't

eventhinkofheruntilyoubringhernameup



andIdefinitelydon'tthinkaboutherwhenI'm

makinglovetoyou.Idon'twantanythingtodo

withher,andIdon'twanther.IfIwantedNkuliI

wouldbemarryingNkuli

Hesqueezedmycheek..

Him:I'm marryingthemostdeliciousandtasty

chocolatemuffinthatI'veevertasted

Therehegoesmakingmeblush..

Him:IloveyouMaButhelezi

Me:Iloveyoutoo

Hekissedmyhandagain..

Him:KnowthatIneverwannaseeyoucry

becauseithurtsmealot,I'm notsayingthings

arealwaysgoingtobeperfectbutifwefight

canitnotincludeNkuli?

Inodded..

Me:Okay



Him:Promise?

Me:IPromise

Hegotupandthenbalancedbothhishand

handsonmythighs,hethenkissedme..

Me:Im stillowedacreditcard

Him:Thoughtyoudidn'twantitanymore

Me:Thatwasbefore

Hetookouthiswalletandgaveittome,I

openedit..

Him:R5000limit

Me:IfIoverspend?

Him:It'scomingoutfrom yourpaycheck

Me:Dawnwouldneverdomelikethat

Him:Dawnisnottheonesigningyour

paycheck..Iam

Me:Huh?



Him:Ifyouoverspendit'scomingoutfrom your

paycheck

Hestoodupstraight..

Him:I'm goingtobathandthenrestabitI'm

tired

Me:OkayI'llpreparedinner

Hestopped..

Me:What?

Him:IsGuguhelping?

Me:Nope..

Heclearedhisthroat..

Him:Uhm..Ican'twaitfordinner

Ismiledathim..

Me:I'llmakesuredinnerisreadywhenyou

wakeup

Him:IhopeIwon'twakeuptomorrowmorning,

I'm justsayingbecauseI'm reallyexhausted



Me:I'llwakeyouupBabedon'tworry

Him:Ibetyouwill

Ilaughedashewenttothebathroom..

_

NKULI

Weheardsomeoneknockingatthedoor..

Grams:Comein

ThedooropenedandGuguwalkedin,shewas

holdingasjambok..

Gugu:SawubonaMaNgcobo(Greetings

MaNgcobo)

Grams:Sawubonanawe(Greetingstoyoutoo)

Gugu:NgiyaxolisakakhuluMaNgcobokodwa

lokhumelekwenzeke(Iam verysorrybutthis

hastobedone)

Shechargedatmeandstartedwhoopingme

withthesjambok..



Grams:HaiGugu!!

MyGrandmothergotinbetweenus..

Gugu:Ngizok'fundisaabantu!(I'llteachyoua

lesson)

Me:Usangeneyini?(areyouinsane)

Grams:YiniGugu?(what'swrongGugu)

Gugu:YekauNomvelo!(leaveNomveloalone)

Me:uyagulaserious!!(youaresick)

Gugu:uphindenjeubekeunyawolwakholapha

kwamiuzobona(ifyoustepyourfootagainat

myhouseyouwillsee)

Sheclickedhertongueandthenwalkedaway..

Me:I'llgetyouarrested!

Her:Hamba!LokhoangekekwenzeuNazo

ak'thande!(Goaheadthatwon'tmakeNazoto

loveyou)

Grams:Sowenzenimanje?(Whatdidyoudo



now)

Iclickedmytongueandwalkedtomy

bedroom...

_

TUMI

WhenShineandhisBabyMamastartedgoing

backandforthwithshouting,ItookMpumiand

wenttoNazo'sofficebecauseshewascrying.

Allthatshoutingscaredher.Thatgirlwas

beautifultobeactingallcrazy,Idon'tliketo

judgePeoplebutshelookedlikeoneofthose

wildgirls.Itriedtocalm Mpumidown,Igave

herapacifierandshekeptquietthoughshe

hadhiccupsfrom allthatcrying.

Me:Youalrightbaby..Shhhhhh

Shinestoodandthedoorandlookedatuswith

hishandsinhispockets..

Me:Isshegone?



Henodded,whenMpumisawhim she

stretchedherhandstohim whilecryingand

droppingherpacifier.Shinetookherfrom me

andthenIpickedupthepacifier.

Shelaidherheadonherfather'schest,Shine

puthishandonherbackandkissedheronher

forehead..

Him:Shhhhh

Whenheranhishandonherbackshecalmed

down,Iwasreallyenjoyingthemoment..

HelookedatmeandlookedatthePacifier,I

handedittohim..

Him:Tangwana(Thankyou)

Hewalkedawayleavingmestillcaughtupin

thatadorablemoment,Icantellthatheisa

goodfather.Hejustmakesmyheartmelt..

_

NOMVELO



SnazowassittingonthebedandIwasbehind

him busymassaginghisshoulder,wasabitred

andswollen..

Me:I'm sorryBabe..Didn'tthinkshewasgoing

toattackyou

Him:It'snotyourfault..She'salwaysbeenthis

crazy

Ilaughed..

Me:SheremindsmeofCookieLyon,she

doesn'ttakeshitfrom noone

Him:she'salwaysbeenlikethis

Me:AreyoureadyforthiscomingSunday?

Him:Areyouready?

Me:I'm ready

Him:Ican'twait

ThiscomingSundaywearegoingtoexchange

ringsatchurchandthebishopisgoingtobless



ourunioninfrontofthewholechurch,andthen

thenextSundayNazoisgoingtobeofficially

ordainedapreacherwithmerightnexttoher.I

can'twait!

.

Tobecontinued

Noedits
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NOMVELO

2MONTHSLATER

WheredoIevenbegin?Sincethattimewhen

NazoandIhadthatdisturbingfightIthought

thatthingsweregoingtospiraloutofcontrol

betweenusbuthonestlythatwasneverthe

case.Ihavebeensogenuinelyhappywithinthis

periodof2monthsIdon'teventhinkit'snormal

forsomeonetojustkeeponexperiencing



happinessandhappinessonadailybasis.Our

unionwasasuccessandablessing,we

exchangedringsinfrontofourclosefamilies

andthethecongregation.Nazo'smentor

BishopMcCarthywastheonewhoblessedour

unionandourrings,Itwasaverybeautiful

moment.Itwasn'tawhiteweddingNazostill

stoodonhiswordsthatheisgoingtogivemea

whiteweddingwhenhethinksthatI'm ready,

quitefranklyIdon'tunderstandhisreasoning

butitmakessensetohim.Wehadtheunion

andthenIofficiallychangedmysurnameat

homeaffairsfrom NgcobotobeingButhelezi,

wewereofficiallymarriedandwestilloweour

familiesandclosefriendsalittleceremonywith

regardstothat.Notonlydidourunionhappen

butNazowasordainedaPreachertooImean

howperfectcanthingsget?Ourliveswerejust

toopeacefulwithoutthepresenceofanyone

opposingus,notevenNkuli.Nazohasmadea

nameforhimselfhehasbeeninvitedtoalotof



churchfunctions,hehasbeenpreachingand

doingalotofmotivationalspeaking,heis

frequentonthePurgatorychannelthatnow

Peoplewereacknowledginghispresence.

Peoplewouldstopusatthemallorintown,he

wasreallybecomingaveryimportant

somebody...

Soit'sanewyearandtheplanwastogoback

toschoolbutIappliedlatebecauseIhavebeen

feelingsicklatelyandunfortunatelyIwasnot

considered,seemslikeI'llhavetoapplyagain

aroundJunethecollegedotakenewapplicants

onthesecondsemester.Icouldsaythatmy

sicknessstartedaboutlastmonthanditgot

worsewhenIstartedwiththecontraceptive

pills.Ihavebeenfeelingverynauseated,Iam

drainedmostofthetime,Ihavenointerestina

lotofthingsandIgetdizzyeverynowandthen.

Mybreastsbecometenderandsensitivemost

ofthetime,it'sjustamessandIdon'tknow



what'swrongbutIbelieveit'stheaftereffects

from thecontraceptivepills.Heknockedagain..

Nazo:Nanayouhavebeenthereforawhilenow,

I'm startingtogetworried

Iwaskneelingatthetoiletwithmyheadalmost

buriedinside,Iwokewithfeelingwoozyagain.I

wastryingsohardtovomitmaybeI'llfeelbetter

butallIcoulddowasjustretchandspit.Igot

upandflushedthetoilet,thenIwentandrinsed

mymouthbeforewalkingoutofthebathroom.I

neverknewcontraceptivepillscouldbethis

hectic,It'sbeenlongnowtheeffectsshouldbe

seizing.Istoodatthedoorofthebathroom and

lookedathim,hewasfixinghiscufflinks

ItwasaearlySaturdaymorningandIwas

supposedtoaccompanyhim toPretoriahewas

invitedtodosomemotivationalspeaking

alongsideProphetBadrubutwithmystateof

healthIdon'tthinkI'llbeabletogowithhim..



Him:MaybeIshouldstay

Me:No..Pleasedon't

IwalkedandsatonthebednexttomyBible,I

hadwokenuptosaymyprayersandthe

sicknessstartedrightwhenIwassupposedto

bereadingmymorningscripture.Iam content

withmyspirituallifecurrently,Iam bornagain

I'veacceptedJesusasmyLordandPersonal

saviourIenjoyreadingtheBibleandsome

spiritualbooks.Idoalotofreading.Iam even

readingsomebookthatDawngavemetolearn

moreaboutthenatureofdemons,tomake

Exorcismsmoreeasierforme..

Him:Didn'ttheDrsaidthatthesideeffectsof

thepillsisjustatemporarything?

Me:Hedid

Him:It'sbeenlongnowMaButhelezi,don'tyou

thinkthatweshouldgoback?

Me:I'llbefine



HesaidnexttomeandIlaidmyheadonhis

chest..

Him:Let'smakeadeal..Ifyounotfineby

MondaymorningwegoingbacktotheDr,

maybethepillsaren'tforyou

Me:Okay

HiscolognewassmellingnicethatIdidn'twant

tomove.Hekissedmeonmyforehead.

Me:Youshouldgo,wouldn'tbeniceifyouarrive

therelate

Him:I'm good..There's3peoplebeforeme

Somehowhisdeepvoicewassoothing..

Weheardaknockatthedoor..

Him:letmegetthat

Hegotupandwenttoopen..

Gugu:Goodthingyoustillhere

Shewalkedin..Nazoclosedthedoor..



Gugu:DidNomveloironyourshirt?

Shefixedhiscollar..

Nazo:Yes

Gugu:I'm impressed..Thisisgood

Me:WhatcanIsay?Youagoodteacher

Nazo:Iwantyoutocheckuponher,she'ssick

Gugu:Youstillsick?

Inodded..

Shecameandfeltmytemperature..

Gugu:Haiareyousureit'sthepills?

Me:Ican'tfindanotherexplanationforthis..It

hastobethepills.Thesideeffectsare

commonandtheywillgo

Nazo:Buttheynotgoing

GugulookedatNazo..

Gugu:Aren'tyoulate?



Helookedathiswatch..

Him:YaIshouldgetgoing

Hetookhisthings..

Gugu:Don'tworryaboutVelo..I'lltakecareof

her

Nazo:Thankyou..I'llseeyouguyslater

Heputhishandonmychinandkissedme..

Him:Getsomerest..I'llcallyou

Me:Okay

Him:Iloveyou

Me:Iloveyoutoo

HekissedGuguonthecheek..

Nazo:Seeyoulater

Gugu:Byebaby

Hewalkedout..

Gugufoldedherarmsandlookedatme..



Her:Okaywhenwasthelasttimeyouhadyour

period?

Me:LastmonthIthink

Her:Youthink?

Me:Iwouldn'tevencallitaperiod,itwasjust

spottingandverymildcramps.Notlikeperiod

pains,Ireallydon'tknowmaybemycycleis

changing

Her:Whendidyoustartusingthe

contraceptives?

Me:Idon'tremember..2weeksagomaybe?

Her:Wherearethey?

Me:Theyinthedrawer

Shewentandgotthem..

Him:That'sallofthem?

Me:Yes

Her:Good



Shetookthem andwenttothebathroom,after

awhileIheardthetoiletflushing..

Me:Guguwhatareyoudoing?

Her:I'm gettingridofthem

Igotupfrom thebed..

Me:What?Why?

Iwalkedtothebathroom..

Me:Whywouldyoudothat?That'snotrightyou

invadingmyspaceandmyprivacy

Her:NyweNywemyspaceandmyprivacy,

Nomveloyourcycleisnotchanging..You

pregnant

Ifroze..

Her:Beforeyoustartedtakingcontraceptives

wereyouguysusinganyotherform of

contraception?

Ishookmyheadno..



Her:YoupregnantBabyandIthinkyouhave

beenforawhilenow

Iwalkedbacktothemainroom andslowlysat

onbed..

Her:WecangototheDrandconfirm butI'm

verysurethatyoupregnant

Thiswasunexpected,Ididn'tknowwhatto

think..

_

TUMI

Itookthedocumentsandwalkedtotheoffice,

hewassittingbackonthechairandlookingat

somedocument.Iknocked..

Helookedatmeandthenputthedocument

down.Imademywayin..

Me:Nazo'ssignatureisneededonsomefew

documentsbutsincehe'snothere,youcando

thehonours



Him:athisibone(let'ssee)

Ihandedhim thedocuments..

Me:It'safewsupplies

Helookedatme..

Him:Icanread,ungazong'phaphela(don'tbe

tooforward)

Shine'spersonalityisconfusing,sometimeshe

canbeniceandthenthenextmomentheis

switchingyouoff..Ilethim readandthenafter

hetookthepenandsigned.Hehandedmethe

documentsagain..

Me:Thankyou

Iwalkedaway...

Him:Cava(look)

Istoppedandlookedathim...

Him:Grandsharpuzoyenzaniafterwork?(what

willyoubedoingafterwork)



Me:Why?

Heshruggedhisshoulders...

Me:I'llbeatmyplacechilled

Him:NgizobengiyekwenyeiPub&grill(I'llbeat

somepub&grill)

Me:Sowhatdoeshavetodowithme?

Hechuckledandshookhisheadwhilerubbing

hishandstogether..

Him:Nehkugrand..(it'scool)

Hewentbacktowhathewasdoing..

(Silence)

Me:Didthatstatementhaveanysignificance?

Him:ekhonenilakho(atyourstation)

Me:I-

Him:Manje(now)

Me:Ofcourse



Iwalkedout..

_

NKULI

IhavebeenstayingatmyGrandmother'splace

forawhilenow,therentwasupatmyplacefor

2monthsnowandmylandlordhasbeen

sendingmeendlessSmses.ThelastSmshe

sentmewastellingmethatI'llbeevicted.Ihad

nomoneytopayforrentpluswhereIliveisvery

expensiveandsinceIhadafalloutwithmy

blesserthingshavebeenveryhardforme.

DefinitelychasingafterNazoisnothelping,it's

notmaintainingmylifestyleanddefinitelynot

payingmybills.

Grams:Nkuli

Ilookedather..

Her:YouknowthatIloveyouandIdon'tmind

havingyouaround



Me:but?

Her:Veleuzimiselengani?(whatareyour

intentions)

Me:Withwhat?

Her:Idon'tthinkyouhaveanyplansofdoing

anything,youexpensiveandyouwant

expensivethings.Iam old,Iam apensioner

Me:Iam notworkingbecausejobsarescarce

pluskantiisn'tNomvelohelping?

Her:uNomveloisnotanatm yalaekhaya

(NomveloisnotourATM)

Me:uDangerisrentinghehastohelptoo

Her:Nkulingikubuzangawe..Wenaungitshela

ngabanyeabantu(Iam askingaboutyouand

youtellingmeaboutotherpeople)

Istoodup..

Her:uyaphimanje?(whereareyougoing)



Me:togetfreshair

_

NOMVELO

GugudrovemetotheDr.Iwasverynervous,

whatifIam reallypregnant?Ijusthopeit'sthe

pillsormycyclechanging.Iam notreadyfora

baby.TheDraskedmealotofquestions

includingwhenIlastwentonmyperiods,he

askedmeaboutmysymptomsjustalotof

questionsthatconfusedme..

Him:Iwilldotwotests,oneisanormal

pregnancytestandthentheotheroneI'llsend

yoursampletothelabandyouwillgetthe

resultsnextweekTuesdayorso

Hegotthepregnancytest..

Him:Youcangotothetoilet,peeinthiscup

andputthetestinandthenwewillwaitforthe

results



Itookthetestandthecupandwenttothetoilet,

Ididthetestasinstructedandthenwentback

totheconsultingroom.Heputonalatexglove

andtookthetestfrom me,Isatdownand

waitedfortheresults..

Him:Areyounervous?

Inodded..

Him:Unplanned?

Me:Yes

Him:BabyDaddy?

Me:Heisnotaround

Him:Butyoutwoarestilltogether?

Me:Yes

Him:That'snice..Atleastyouwillhave

someoneshouldyoutestpositive

Iwishhecouldstoptalking,hewasmakingme

morenervous..



Afterawhilehelookedatthetest..

Him:Youwannasee?

Me:Yes

Iclearedmythroat..

Hehandedmethetest..

Him:onelinemeansyounotpregnant,twolines

meansyoupregnant

Itookitandlookedatit..

.

Tobecontinued
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NOMVELO

Theridehomewasaveryquietone,Ididn't

eventellGuguwhattheresultssaidI'm just

gonnatellherwhenwegethomeplustheDr

allowedmetokeepthepregnancytest.



Whenwegothomethat'swhenIshowedher

thepregnancytest,Iwasstillinshockwiththe

wholesituation..Shehasbeennaggingme

aboutseeingit

Gugu:Twolines..HauVeloyoupregnant

kwamampela

Nothingwassinkinginasyet..

Shestartedticklingmeonmytummy..

Her:SoonI'llhavetwosmallfeetrunning

aroundthehouseandbreakingmythings

Shestoppedticklingme..

Me:Canwenottellanyoneaboutthisplease

Her:Nottellanyone?You'regoingtotellNazo

right?

Me:YesIwilltellhim butotherpeopleIdon't

wantthem knowingjustasyet

Her:Iunderstand



Me:Iprobablyshouldn'tevenconsiderapplying

anymore

Shesatnexttome..

Her:Nowdon'tmakemeangry..Ungaqali(don't

start)

Me:HowwillIhandleababyandstudyingatthe

sametime,letalonebeingapreacher'swife?

Her:Iam hereandIwilllookafterthebaby

whileyoufocusonyourstudies,you'regoingto

gotoschoolnothingisgoingtochange.You

stillyoung,youneedtoachieveyourdreamsit's

notliketheoldendaysanymoreandI'm sure

Nazoisgoingtosupportyou

Inodded..

Me:I'm scared..ImeanIdon'tknowanything

aboutpregnancyandnowIhavesomeone

growinginsideofme

Her:Pregnancyhasit'supsanddowns,butit's



averybeautifulexperience.Whenthebaby

startsmovingandkicking,it'sajoyfulfeeling.

It'sabitoverwhelmingbutajoyfulfeeling,an

unbreakablebondisgoingtobecreated

betweenyouandyourbabyandwhenshe/he

finallyarrivesit'sgoingtobethebestfeeling

everandwegoingtobehereforyoueverystep

oftheway,neverfeelalone

Me:Thankyou

Her:Let'sgoinsidethehouseIwannastart

baking

Me:I'llhelp

Her:Youcansitonthecouchandwatchtv

Me:I'm notevenshowingyet

Her:Youinyourfirsttrimester,youverymuch

pronetoamiscarriagesoIreallydon'twantyou

stressingorhandlingalotofthingsandtiring

housechores



Me:Gu-

Her:Haiphelaangekesishonelenalengalento

(Wewon'tkeeponarguingaboutthis)

Iexhaled..

Her:ThisismyfirstGrandchildNomveloplease

killmeforbeingaconcernedGrandmother

Myphonestartedringing..

Me:Ihavetotakethis..It'sNazo

Her:I'llbeinthehouse

Shewalkedout..

Me:Babe

Him:Atleastshe'sstillalive

Ichuckled..

Me:That'snotfunny

Him:Howareyoufeeling?

Me:I'm abitbetternow



Him:Areyouresting?

Me:I'm fine

Him:Areyouresting?

Me:I'm fine

Him:MaButheleziareyouresting?

Me:I'm fine

Him:Uyayidaz'inkaninganekaNgcobo

uzobuyelakini(Youverystubborn,I'llsendyou

backhome)

Ilaughed..

Me:Aren'tyousupposedtobeonthestage

nowmotivating?

Him:I'm goingupin5min

Me:Okay

Him:I'llseeyoulater

Me:Seeyoulater



Him:Ngitopsngaweyezwa?(Iloveyou)

Me:ByeBabe(Laughing)

IhungupandtookmyBiblethenwenttothe

house,IhavebeenreadingGenesis37Joseph's

story.NazorecommendedittomeandImust

saythatIam fallinginlovewithitsofar..

_

TUMI

Iam originallyfrom Botswana,bornandbredin

Botswana.MylittlesisterandIwemovedto

SouthAfricaafewyearsagorightafterthe

deathofourMother.Weusedtoliveinafamily

house,myGrandmotherdiedfirstthenmyMom

followedandmyUncleputusout.

Wehadnochoicebutcomethissideandlive

withourAunt.MyAuntisaverygoodperson,

sheusedtotakecareofusuntilshestarted

gettingsickandshecouldn'tworkanymore

that'swhenIhadtostepupandgetajob.It's



noteasybeingabreadwinnerandIdon'tmind

takingcareofmylittlesisterandmyAuntthe

problem isthatmyAuntisverycostlybecause

shehastoseeDoctorsandspecialistsevery

nowandthen.Itisnotclearwhat'swrongwith

herhencewhyshe'sseeingalotofDoctors

hopingforamorecleardiagnosis.Mylittle

sisterRethabileis16yearsold,orturning16

ratherinafewmonthstimeandshedemandsa

lot.Sheisinaprivateschool,Schoolfeesis

R1100amonthnowthatshe'sdoinggrade10

allthewayuptograde12,shewantsmethrow

herasweet16birthdaypartyontopofthatrent

andgroceriesareonmebecauseweliveina2

bedroom flat.Iam notapersonthattalksalot,I

hatefightingandargumentssosometimesI

justsacrificealotforthesakeofpeace

becausemylittlesisterisadevil.ThelasttimeI

refusedtobuyheraphoneshetoldmeshe's

goingtogoandsleepwithdifferentmensothat

theycanbuyherthephone.IjustwishmyMom



washereormyAuntwasn'tsicksothatthey

couldhelpmeout.WehavedifferentFathers

andtheybothnotapartofourlives,soit'sjust

meandher..Shinetappedonmycounter,I

didn'tevenrealizethatIwaslostdeepinmy

thoughts.Ilookedathim asheofferedmea

tissue,Iwipedmytears..

Me:Thankyou

IlikeShinealotandthat'snotbecausehehasa

goodpayingjob,wehavespentalotoftime

togetherintheworkplaceandfeelingsjust

starteddeveloping.Let'sbehonestitisdifficult

tofindguyswhoarewelloff,Iam notsure

aboutShinebeingfaithfulandcommittedina

relationshipbutIlikehim alot.Iwouldn'twanna

bewithaguywhoisgoingtobeafinancial

burdenonme..

Helookedatthetime..

Him:Seng'qedilesingavala(I'm done..Wecan



close)

Me:Okay

OnSaturdaysweonlyopentodofilingandwe

onlyopenfrom 09:00-14:00

Hewantedtowalkawayandgobacktohis

officebuthisconsciencedidn'tallowhim..

Him:kwenzakalani?(What'swrong)

Me:It'snothing

Him:Cavake..Takethisdealyelunch

ePub&Grillthenuzong'shayelaukuthiuhlushwa

yini(Takethislunchdealatthepubandgrill

andyoucantellmewhat'stroublingyou)

Me:Whydoyoucare?

Him:Idon't

Me:Verywell

Him:Okokokbhekayekaukuflopa,ngicela

uzoblomanamilaphaePub&Grill(Canyou



pleasecomeandchillwithmeatthepub&grill)

Ilookedathim..

Him:Ngiyak'celaNgwanas(Pleasebabe)

Me:OkayI'llcome

Hetappedonthecounterwhilesmiling..

Him:Getyourthingsreadysphumekulendawo

(getyourthingssothatwecanbeoutofhere)

Hewalkedbacktotheoffice,Isortedoutthe

fileswithasmileonmyface..

_

SNAZO

Me:Someonesaidtomethisothertime"Rev

everytimewhenIthinkaboutsomethingbadit

happensandithappensquicker,butwhenI

thinkaboutsomethingpositivenothing

happens.It'slikeI'm amagnetthatattractsbad

thingsonly"



Itwasacrowdofabout150peopleorso,

everyonewasjustlisteningattentively..

Me:Iam notstandinghereandtalkingtoyouin

areligiousperspectivebecausepeoplewhoare

gatheredherehavedifferentbeliefs,Iam

standinghereandspeakingingeneral.Ifyou

sittinghereandyoudon'tbelieveinGodthen

youhavetobebelieveinsomething,apower

thatisbeyondyou.Youcannotbehereasanon

-believerforthemerefactthatyouherenow

andwannagetsomethingfrom thistalkit

meansyoubelieve,youcannotgothroughlife

withoutfaith.Faithiswhatgetsyouthrough

difficultsituations,faithspeakthingsinto

existence.Faithworkswithadivinepower,faith

workswithspirituallaw.Thereasonwhy

negativethingshappenmorequickeris

becauseyouputmorethoughtandpassioninto

it.Ifyouconstantlythinkingaboutfailure,you

givethatthoughtpowerandthatthoughtwill



manifestandfailureiswhatyougoingtoget.

Remember"Asamanthinkenthinhisheart,so

ishe"yourlifeisshapedbyyourthoughts.If

yougivetoomuchfaithintofailurethenfailure

iswhatyoualwaysgoingtoget,youcreatinga

lifethatisfulloffailureandspirituallawis

goingtograntyoufailureafterfailure.Change

howyouthinkandseeifyourlifewon'tchange,

puttingmorefaithinpositivethoughtswon'trob

youofanything.TheBiblesays"Donotclingto

eventsofthepastordwellonwhathappened

longago"becausethere'snofuturethere.

Bringingyourpastintoyourfuturewilldo

nothingbutdestroyyouandhinderyoufrom

achievingwhatyou'vealwayswantedtoachieve.

Ifeelverystronglyaboutaffirmations,writean

affirmationdownsayitoverandovereveryday

untilyoubelieveitandyourfaithwillbringitinto

pass.Nowmindyou,pleasedon'twritean

affirmationthatyoualsowon'tbelieve,don't

affirm somethinglike"I'm amillionaire"while



deepdownyoudon'tbelieveit,ratheraffirm "I

haveagoodrelationshipwithmoneyand

financialprosperityfollowsmeatalltimes"if

youaffirm "I'm amillionaire"butdon'teven

believeitthenyougoingtogetexactlywhatyou

expectingthanwhatyouhaveaffirmed.You

can'taffirm somethingandthenhavedoubts,

yourdoubtsaregoingtogiveyouadifferent

resultbecausethat'swhatyouexpect.One

wouldsaybutmoneyisevil,moneyisnotevil.

Peoplewholovemoneymakeitevil,remember

it'syourloveformoneythatmakesitevil

becauseifyoulovemoneysoomuchthenyou

won'tevenhesitatetoshedbloodsothatyou

cangetit.Moneyistheanswertoeverything

buttheloveformoneyistherootofallevil.You

don'thavetoaffirm money,affirm anythingthat

isaneedtoyou.Someofushereneedfoodfor

thesoul.Weneedpeace,love,kindness,

forgivenessandsoforth.Affirm whateveritis

thatwillbreakthechainsthatareholdingyour



heartcaptiveandyoursoulfrom breathing.If

wehadmoretimeIwoulddwellmuchon

affirmationsbutunfortunatelywedon'thave

timebutIdohopewemeetagain.Iam Rev

Buthelezianditwasablessingtotostandin

frontofyoutoday,thankyou.

TheygavemeastandingovationwhileIwent

down..

_

NKULI

IknockedatmyGrandmother'sbedroom..

Her:Comein

ShewasreadingherBible..

Me:CanItalktoyou?

Sheclosedit..

Iwentandsatdownnexttoher..

Me:FirstofallKokoIwouldliketoapologizefor



beingdisrespectfultoyou

Shekeptquiet..

Me:Iwannastopfightingwitheveryone,I

wannastopbeinganenemyofeveryoneinthe

family

Shestillkeptquiet..

Me:Iwouldliketostartgoingtochurchwith

youandalsoIwannamakepeacewith

Nomvelo

Her:Nkuli..

Me:PleaseKoko..YesImight'vebeenagainst

herandNazobutnotanymore,holdingonto

hateandangerit'sonlygoingtodestroyme

Her:NkuliIdon'twanttroubleanymore,Idon't

wantyougivingNomveloanytrouble

Me:IknowthatI'm nottobetrustedbutI'll

provetoeveryonethatImeannoharm

Her:Sizobonangawe(wewillsee)



Me:CanImakeyouacupoftea?

Her:Thatwouldbelovelythankyou

Istoodupandwenttothekitchentomakeher

tea,asIwasbusymakingteaIfeltapresence

behindme.Ifeltlikesomeonewasstanding

behindme,IturnedaroundandIwasright.That

figureIoncesawwasstandingbehindme,I

triedtomovebutIcouldn't.Itriedtoscream but

itwasasiflikemyvoicewasblocked.He

walkedcloserandputhislongfingeronmy

forehead..

Him:Denborada(itistime)

Hislongnailcutmealittleonmyforeheadand

that'sallIcouldrememberbeforegoingdown..

_

Tobecontinued
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Atfirstthingswereawkwardbetweenmeand

Shilnewedidn'tknowwhattotalkabout

becausemostlyricsourconversationsrevolve

aroundwork,wehaveneverbeentogetherlike

thisoutoftheoffice..HewassurprisedthatI

wasdrinkingcooldrinkinsteadofanalcoholic

beverage..

Me:CanIaskyousomething?

Him:Sho?

Me:Areyouthisshyaroundwomen?

Hechuckled..

Him:Eyyangikhoshy(I'm notshy)

Me:Ibegtodiffer

Him:Okinkingaukuthithisthingyama

relationshipakusiyizintozam'(Relationships

arenotmythings)

Me:haveyoubeeninarelationshipbefore?

Him:bekungasiyintoeSerious(Itwasn't



somethingserious)

Me:Idon'tunderstand

Him:I'vealwayswentforlamantombazananje

angahlaliseki,nakhonanjebekuyizintoza

mzukwana(I'vealwayswentforwildgirls,andit

wasalwaysatemporarything)

Me:Izintozamzukwana?(Temporarythings)

Him:Uyazimaan(Youknow)

Me:Angazi(Idon'tknow)

Hescratchedhishead..

Him:Justgoodsexnjelaphonalapho

Me:Ohwmorelikefriendswithbenefits?

Him:Yazonalezo..Committednjeaii,ama

relationshipanestresssawo(relationships

comewithalotofstress)

Isippedonmycooldrink..

Me:Iunderstand



Him:Wena?(whataboutyou)

Me:MyExeshaveneverbeenfaithful,aftermy

lastboyfriendIjusttookabreakfrom dating

Him:Serious?

Me:Serious

Him:Kemossumuntuangazibekelaamagama

(Apersoncanhitonyou)

Ilaughed..

Me:Eatyourfood

Him:Howareyoufindingyours?

Me:Soyoucansaymorethreewords?

Him:Yabo??Uzozibhadalela(yousee..Youwill

payforyourself)

Ilaughedagain..

Him:Kantiucabangaukuthiang'gelezanga?

Fedenjeveleuyang'scannaushoukuthinayi

lebhariebulawautshwala(YouthinkIdidn'tgo



toschool?I'm sureyoulookatmeandthinkI'm

afoolthat'saddictedtoalcohol)

Me:Haaa!Ididn'tsaythat(Laughing)

Him:Ngekeumuntuazi(Apersonwouldn't

know)

Wecontinuedeating..

(Silence)

Him:Newearrings?

Itouchedthem..

Me:Yagotthem notsolongago..Howdidyou

know?

Him:Ngobayoualwaysmatchyourearrings

withadressorat-shirtthatyouwearing,manje

lawaawangenikuleskipaos'shayilevandag

(theonesyouwearingdon'tmatchwiththe

tshirtthatyouwearing)

Thatwasfluttering..



Me:Whatelsedoyounoticeaboutme?

Helookedatme..

Him:Izintoezibhaya(it'salotofthings)

Me:Like?

Him:Ok..

Heputthepieceofworsbackontheplateand

tookthesaviettetowipehisfingers..

Him:SometimesawufakiiMake-upsoitcanbe

easyforyoutocrywithoutmessingupyour

face,nakunjaloitmeanskhonaokwenzekile

(Whenit'slikethatitmeansthatsomething

happened)

Iwasreallytakenbywhathewassaying..

Him:Yousmilealotnjehayingobaufuna,but

topretendasiflikeurightukusisusanje

emehlweni(Yousmilejusttofoolusandmake

usthinkthatyouokay)

Hisphonerang,helookedatit..



Him:Ngiyeza(I'm coming)

Hestoodupandpickeditupfrom thetable

thenwalkedout..

Iwasspeechless,Ididn'tknowwhattosay..

_

NKULI

IheardmyGrandmother'svoicecallingoutto

me,Ialsofelthertouch..

Her:Nkulivuka!(wakeup)

Islowlyopenedmyeyesandshewassitting

nexttome..

Her:Areyouokay?Ungithusile(youscaredme)

Igotup..

Me:Whathappened?

Her:Idon'tknowIheardasoundthenwhenI

cametocheck,youwereonthefloor

Shehelpedmetogetup..



Her:Whyareyousocold?

Me:I'm notsure

Her:Areyouokay?Don'tyouwannagotothe

hospital?

Me:NoI'm goodGrams

AllofasuddenIsensedcertainmovements

from outside,Ilookedatthedoor..

Me:Someoneisgoingtoopen(whispering)

Indeedthedooropened,Dangerwalkedin.That

wasweird,howisitpossiblethatIcouldhear

footstepsfrom outsidewhileI'm insidethe

house??

Danger:Sanibonani(greetings)

Grams:Dangerissupposedtodrivemetothe

mall

Me:Okay

Her:Nkuliareyousurethatyouokay?



Ifakedasmile..

Me:I'm fineGrams

Her:Ifsomethinghappenscallme

Me:Iwill

Shewenttothebedroom..

Danger:Uyagulayini?(areyousick)

Me:Notexactly

Ipulledthechairandsatdown..

Him:Yougoteyecontacts?

Me:eyecontacts?

Him:Youreyes..Theylookdifferent

Me:Uhm..YaIthinkIdid

MyGrandmothercameback..

Her:Ngiyabuya(I'm comingback)

Me:Okay

Theywalkedout..



_

NOMVELO

Ifeltsomeonekissingmeallovermyface..

Ismiledfirstbeforeopeningmyeyes..

Me:Yousuchanuisance

Him:WhenI'm sleepingandyoubothermeit's

okaybutwhenIdoit,I'm anuisance

Me:Weren'tyoutheonewhosaidIneedsome

rest

Him:Heardyoubeennappingforhours

Me:That'snottrue

Him:Thenwhat'strue?

Me:Ijustneededtherest

Him:I'm gladthatyouhadtherest

Hekissedmeagain..

Me:Howdiditgo?



Him:Itwentwell

Me:I'm gladtohearthat

Hekissedmeonthecheek..

Him:Gugubakedsomescones..I'llmake

coffee

Me:Notforme

Him:That'safirst..Yousayingnotocoffee?

Iclearedmythroat..

Me:Ineedtotellyousomething

Helookedatme..

Him:Soundsserious

Me:Itis

Him:Whatisit?

Me:ormaybeIshouldjustshowyou

Igotupfrom thecouchandIhadaserious

dizzyspell,heheldme..



Him:Easy..Thinkyougotupwaytoofast

Me:Yamaybe

Him:Areyouokay?

Me:I'm okay

Heletmegoandthenwewalkedoutofthe

housetoourroom..

Me:Sitdown

Him:MaButhelezikhuluma(Talk)

Iputmyhandsonhisshouldersandforcedhim

tositdown..

Him:Ugcweleukudlalayazi(youfullofgames)

Igotthepregnancyandhandedittohim..

Helookedatitandthenlookedatme..

Me:It'sapregnancytest

Helookedatit..

Me:Twolines



Him:Twolineswhat?

Ididn'tsayanything..

Him:Wait..Youpregnant?

Me:I'm pregnant

Hechuckledindisbelief..

Him:OkayIknowyoufullofgamessodon't

playmelikethat

Me:GugutookmetotheDrandhedidtests,he

alsosentsamplestothelabI'llgettheresults

nextweek

Him:Sothereasonwhyyoubeenfeelingsickis

becauseyoupregnant?Imeanwepregnant?

Inodded..

Him:Mybabyishavingababy?

Me:Wehavingababy

Hestoodupandkissedme..

Me:Youexcited?



Him:shockedandexcitedatthesametimeI'm

overwhelmedwithdifferentemotions

Me:IknowIwastoo

Heputhishandonmytummy..

Him:Canthebabyevenbreaththere?Seems

likethere'snotenoughspace

Me:I'm notevensurehowfarlongIam

Him:Ididn'texpectsuchgoodnews

Me:Iwantedtogobacktoschool

Him:but?

Me:There'stoomuchstressthereIdon'twanna

stressthebabyandendupwithamiscarriage

Him:Youbefinenothingisgoingtohappento

thebaby,youwon'tmiscarry

Me:Youseem sureaboutthat

Him:Iam..I'm ahealerremembersorelax

nothingisgoingtohappentoourbaby



Hesqueezedmycheekandthenkissedme..

Him:Ipromiseyou,thebabyhastoomuch

protection

Iwrappedmyarmsaroundhisneck..

Him:There'smeahealer,thenthere'sDawnan

Exorcist,thenthere'sZaineandalsoBadru.

Don'tforgetIalwayshaveawarriorAngel

hangingaroundandaguardianangel

Me:Whataboutphysicalharm?

Him:There'sShine

Webothlaughed..

Me:Keephim awayfrom mybabyplease

Him:Iloveyou

Me:Iloveyoutoo

_

NKULI

Ihearddifferentvoicesgoingaroundtheroom,I



thensawshadowsjustmovingaroundveryfast.

Imovedaroundincirclestryingtounderstand

whatwashappening,theyweremakingme

dizzy.Iclosedmyeyes

Me:Stop

Iclosedmyearstoo..

Me:Stop!!!!!

IdidthatforawhileandthenIopenedmyeyes,

Ididn'tseetheshadowsanymorenordidIhear

thevoices..

Isatdownonthecouchandtooktheremote,

thePurgatorychannelwason.Theywere

repeatingSnazo'ssermon.Assoonasthe

cameralandedonNomvelosomethingdeep

insideofmemoved,Ican'tbelievethatmy

GrandmothereventhoughtthatIwasbeing

sincerewithmyspeechearlier.Iwasfaking

everything,there'snowayinhellthatI'llhumble

myselftothatbitchandapologize,noway!!!



Sheshouldapologizetome..

_

Noedits
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NKULI

Icouldn'tfallasleepIkeptcheckingthetime

anditwas2:30am.Iam notapersonwho

suffersfrom insomniabutlatelyIhavebeen

havingproblemswithfallingasleep,especially

intheearlyhoursofthemorning.AsItossed

andturned,thatblackfigurewithablackrobe

appearedagain.Isatupstraight

Him:Don'tbescared

Iwasscared..

Him:Iam notheretohurtyou

Me:Whoareyou?

Him:Iam Luciferthefallenangel



Thatcametomeasashockanditalsoscared

me,myheartstartedbeatingveryfast..

Me:LeavemealoneorI'llscream!

Heapproachedme..

Me:MyGrandmotherpraysandshegoesto

church

Hestoppedanddidn'tcomeanyfurther..

Him:Trustmenoteverythingisblackandwhite

Me:Whatdoyoumean?

Him:YourGrandmotherisajokeofaChristian

Me:What?

Him:Sheisahypocrite..Shestandsfirm inthe

presenceofGodandpraisehim whileshehasa

lotofhatedeepinsideher,thathateisforyour

Uncle'sexwife

Ikeptquiet..

Him:She'snoteventransparenttoGodabout



that,itwouldweakenmeifshecouldconfess

tohim aboutthis.Transpecyweakensme

Me:Whatdoyouwant?

Him:Yourightit'snotfair.Whatfateordestiny

supportsdisgrace?HowcanNomvelomarry

herboyfriend'sbrother?It'ssickening,what

destinyisthat?WhywouldGodallowsucha

disgrace?Unlessofcourseheisnotasgoodas

theymakehim outtobe

Ilethim continue..

Him:Iwasnotshownfairnessinheaven,Iwas

throwndownliketrashbymyownBrother,

ArchangelMichael.Myrighteousnesswas

rippedfrom meandthat'swhenIlostthe

purenessofanAngel.Ideservedasecond

chance,IfGodcouldgivethesefilthofhuman

beingssecondchancesoverandoveragain

whynotmetoo?Myownfamilyturnedagainst

meandeventodaytheystillpersueme!Ihave



nopeace,theyhaveturnedmeintowhatIam

today.Aserpent!IwasthrowndowntoEarth

andImadethisworldmyown,it'salwaysgoing

tobeabattleofGoodandBad.It'sverycrucial

topicktherightside.Mysideisthetruth,my

sideseeksrevenge,mysideyouseethings

clear.Mysidehasriches,powerandeverything

thatyoucanthinkoff.Iam thekingofthis

world,itwouldbebeneficialtopickmyside

becauseifyoudon'tIwillpersecuteyou,you

willneverhavepeace.

Ididn'tknowwhattosay..

Him:Youveryspecial,youcanbeavesselfor

myqueen.Niraandtogetherwecangetthe

revengethatwebothwant

Me:Nira?

Him:YouandNirasharethesametraits,Anger

andHateifyoutwobecomeoneinthatbody

youwillbeunstoppable



Me:Idon'tknow

Him:Allyouhavetodoistosayyettoyourtrue

form,youhavebeenchosenandselected.You

willenjoytherichesoflife,sayyestobeingmy

queensayyestoNira

Me:Ican'tevenseeyou

Him:Ineedabodytoexpressmyselfbut

unfortunatelysofarthere'snobodythat's

appropriateforme

Thiswasjusttoomuch..

Me:I'm goingtoneedtimetothink

Him:Timeiswhatwedon'thavemyQueen,I

willfindabodyandwewillbetogetheragain.

Haveyouwonderedwhyyoucan'tsleepatthis

hour?That'sbecauseit'sconsideredawitchful

hourthat'swhendemons,devilworshipers,and

them work.Thosewhoareonouropposing

team theywakeupandpray,theytrytooppose

uswitheverythingthattheyhavebloodybeings!



Me:Idon'tknowaboutthis

Him:ThinkaboutitmyQueen

Hethendisappeared..

_

DAWN

Iwaswokenupbyaheavycloudofdarkness,I

openedmyeyesandcheckedthetimeitwas

exactly3am.Thewitchfulhour..

Mywifeisnotaround,sheisclosetogiving

birthsoshewasadmittedyesterday.Tomorrow

shemightgotolabourorsometimenextweek,

Swaydidn'twantanycomplicationssoshe

checkedherselfin..

Igotoutofbedandwenttothebalcony,I

wasn'twearinganythingonmyupperbodyand

itwasabitcold.IsawanAngelflyingflyingmy

way,Isteppedbackabitasitlandedonmy

balcony.ItwasarchangelGabrielthe



messenger,Gabrielholdsrevelationsespecially

forreligiousleaders.WhenGabrielhimself

makesyouracquaintanceitmeansthatshithas

heatthefan!..

Me:Gabriel

Him:Dawn

Me:Whatisit

Him:It'snotgoodatall

Me:Talktome

Him:Nirahasbeenunleashed

Me:What?

Him:TheQueenofhellNirahasbeenunleashed

andtheymight'vefoundheravessel

Me:Whoisthevessel?

Him:That'stheproblem..Wecan'tseethey

shieldedherfrom us

Me:Sowhatdowedo?Justwaitandhopefor



anexorcism?

Him:WebothknowanExorcism won'tworkon

Nira,unlikeotherdemonsNiradoesn't

forcefullypossesshervesselsheneeds

permissionandforanexorcism toworkher

vesselmustagreetoitandgivepermissionfor

hertoleave

Me:Whynow?Nirahasbeenlockedawayfor

centuriesshe'sanupperrankandupperlevel

demon

Him:Thisisapersonalwaragainstoneofour

own

Me:Ofcourse..Nazo

Him:Nazoissavingmanysoulsandheis

standinginthewayoftheLucifer

Me:ButtounleashNira?

Him:Wariscomingwemustprepareforit,

mightnotbeeasytogettoNazobutitwillbe



easytogettohim throughhiswife.Shehasjust

startedrealizingherspirituallifeandLucifer

mightusethattocrippleherfaith

Me:Iunderstand..Itotallyunderstand

Him:Weneedtobepreparedatallcosts,Iwill

goandletothersknow

Asalways,IknewthatwhenGabrielcomes

personallyitmeansseriouswar..

_

SNAZO

Iturnedonmyside,Nomvelowaspeacefully

sleeping.Iwasverywideawake,Iwokeupat

around01:00am andIcouldn'tsleepuntilnow.I

lookedatherasshepeacefullyslept,theroom

wasdarkyesbutalittlelightwasprovidedby

themoonthroughthecurtains.

Igotupandwentoutsidetogetfreshair,itwas

abitcold...



Voice:Snazo

IturnedaroundandanAngelwasstanding

behindme,onethatI'veneverseenbefore

Him:Itisgoodtofinallymeetyou

Me:Whoareyou?

Him:ArchangelGabriel

Me:Themessenger

Him:Yes

Me:IfyouherewhereisHelena?

Him:Ididhearabitaboutyourarrogancyand

nowIseeit,it'snothingtoworryaboutunless

ofcourseitchangeswhoyouareorwhatyou've

become

Me:Somethingiswrong,Icanfeelit

Him:Yourightsomethingiswrong

Me:What'shappening?

Him:Nazothere'salotthathappensinthe



spiritualrealm,thingsthatthehumaneyeor

humanknowledgedoesn'tknowof

Me:I'm stilllistening

Him:There'supperrankdemons,demonsthat

havebeenlockedawayformanycenturiesso

thattheyhavenocontactwithhumans.

Demonsthatamereexorcism won'tusually

work,Demonsthathavebeenlockedawayby

Godhimself

Me:Ifsothenhowcantheybedefeated?

Him:ArchangelMichaelandafewupperrank

warriorangelsthatfightalongsidewithMichael

Me:ifthedemonshavebeenlockedawaythen

there'snothingtoworryaboutright?

Him:Iwouldn'tsayso.Oneofthesealsthatis

meanttokeeponedemonlockedawayhas

beenbroken,QueenNiraofhellhasbeen

unleashedandbrokenfree.Ibelievethatthey

havefoundheravessel



Me:Idon'tunderstand

AwariscomingNazo,andthewarisvery

destructiveandpersonal.Thewarisaimedat

you,throughtheonesthatyouloveandcare

aboutthemostbecausetheirfaithisnotthat

strongasyet

Nomvelowalkedout..

Velo:Babe?

Gabriellookedather..

Him:Congratulations

Her:yourphoneisringingnonestop,whatare

youdoingoutside?

Gabriel:Herwombisblessedandweneedto

protecteveryoffspringthatitcarriesbecause

sheisgoingtocarryahealerthat'sgoingto

succeedyouoneday

Imademywaytoher..

Me:Icouldn'tsleepIneededsomefreashair



Wewentbackintotheroom..

Me:Getbackinbed

Shehopedinbedagain..Itookmyphone..

Ihadmissedcallsfrom Dawn,Icalledhim

back..

Him:Youmust'vereallypissedoffhell

Iwalkedoutagain..

Me:Theyaftermywifeandmybaby

Him:Iknow..Theytryingtobreakthebloodline

ofhealers,theytryingtostopyourgeneration

from continuingwiththegiftbecauseyourgift

servestosavealotofPeople.Yourbloodlineis

veryimportant

Me:DawnIdon'tneedtomentionhow

importantmywifeandmyunbornchildare

Him:Iknow..Weknowandwegoingtofight,

wegoingtowinthewar.Ipromiseyouthat



Weneedtowinthiswarthat'scoming..

.

Tobecontinued

Noedits

Justalunchsnack

106

NOMVELO

ThefollowingdayGuguandIpreparedfor

church,bythistimeNazoisalreadydonebut

todayIevenwokeupearlierthanhim.Hewas

stillsleepingwhichisnotlikehim considering

thefactthatbetweenthebothofus,heisan

earlybird.Iwasworriedabouthim Imeanhe

hardlysleptlastnight,Iwonderwhat'sgoingon..

Gugu:Nazoislatetoday,that'sunlikehim

Me:rooibosdefinitelycannotreplacecoffeein

mylife



Her:Didyouguyshaveafight?

Me:No..

Her:Thenwhat'swrong?

Me:Ireallydon'tknow,lastnightheevenhardly

slept.Icansaythathewatchedmesleep,

somethingisbotheringhim

Thedooropenedandhewalkedinjustaswe

weretalkingabouthim.Hewaswearinghis

sweatpantsandhisvest,itprovedthatheisnot

goingtochurch..

Nazo:Goodmorning

GuguandIlookedateachother..

Gugu:Aren'tyousupposedtobealready

preparedforchurch?

Nazo:I'm notgoing

Gugu:Iseverythingokay?

Nazo:EverythingisfineIjustneedthisdayto



prayandconnectwithheaven

Gugu:OnaSundaywhenwesupposedtogoto

church?

Nazo:It'sapeacefulday

Hepouredjuiceforhimself..

Gugu:I'llgogetmybagVelosothatwecan

leave

Me:Okay

Shewalkedaway.ThisissounlikeNazo,he

wouldnevermisschurchforanything.Iwanted

toaskhim what'swrongbutit'sclearthathe

doesn'twannatalkaboutit.Istoodupandwent

toputmycupinthesink,itbecomesfrustrating

whenthere'stensionbetweenus.Iturnedand

lookedathim..

Me:DidIdosomethingwrong?

Him:Whywouldyousaythat?

Me:Becauseyounotyourself



Isaidthatonpurposejusttoseeifheisgoing

totellthetruth..

Me:Isitaboutthepregnancy?Youfeelingsome

typeofwayaboutitnow?

Him:It-

Guguwalkedin..

Gugu:Wecango

I'llgoandgetmybag..

Gugu:Youwillfindmeinthecar

IwalkedouttogogetmybagandmyBible,

Nazostoodatthedoorway.Ihaveneverseen

him thisdownbefore,heknowshowtohandle

situationsverywell.EvenwithhisBrother's

deathhehandledthatwell,whateveritisthat

heisgoingthroughitmustbeserious..

Me:I'llseeyouafterchurchandIhopethatyou

willbeinabettermoodbythen

Hegavemeaveryweaksmile...



Him:There'snothingthatyoudidwrongandthe

pregnancy,it'sthebestthingthathasever

happenedtome

Me:Thenwhatisit?

Him:Ijustdon'twannaloseyouandourbaby

Me:Whywouldyouloseus?

Him:MyBrotherdiedveryunexpectedly,I

thoughtthatIwasnevergoingtomakeit.Then

youcamealongandnowwegoingtohavea

baby,Ican'timaginemylifewithoutyou

Iwalkeduptohim andputmyhandonhis

cheek...

Me:Nothingisgoingtohappentous,nowquit

stressingbecauseyoualsostressingus

Heheldmyhandandthenkissed..

Gugu:Veloasambephela!!(Velolet'sgo)

Him:I'llwalkyoutothecar



Hewalkedustothecarandopenedthedoor

forme,Igotin..

Him:Seatbelton

Me:IknowBabe

Him:Makesurethatyoustrapitcorrectly

Me:NazoIknowhowtoputaseatbleton

Him:Gugubecautiousontheroad

Gugu:haibowenaang'qaliukushayela

namhlanje(Thisisnotmyfirsttimedriving)

Me:Wewillseeyoulater

Him:Givemeakiss

Igavehim akiss..

Him:Iloveyou

Me:Iloveyoutoo

Gugu:Canwegonow?YazinjeNazoyou

depressingtodaydon'tputusinthatmood



HesteppedbackandGugustartedthecar,I

wasreallyworriedabouthim..

_

NKULI

Grams:Ithoughtthatyousaidyouwillcometo

churchwithmetoday

Me:IknowbutunfortunatelyIjuststartedon

myperiods

Her:Areyoufeelingpain?

Me:Abit

Her:Doyouevenhavepads?

Me:Maybeoneortwo

Her:Ngiyeza(I'm coming)

Shewenttothebedroom andIsatdown,Iwas

verysleepyanddrainedsinceIcouldn'tsleep

lastnight..

ShecamebackandgavemeR250..



Her:Youwilltoiletriesandpainkillers

Itookit..

Me:Thankyou

Iusedtospendrealmoneyontoiletries

becauseIalwayswentforexpensivethings,

whatisR250evengoingtodo??

Her:Iwillseeyoulater

Me:Okay

Shewalkedout..

Ievenwonderifgoingtochurchisbeneficialfor

herconsideringthefactthatshecarriestoo

muchhateinsideofherforanotherhuman

being..

Istoodupwenttothefridge,thewasnothing

interestinginthere.Iclosedthedoorand

lookedattheR250,gettingusedtothislifeis

goingtobeverydifficult..

_



SNAZO

AlmosteverydayItellNomvelohowmuchIlove

herandIrealizedrightaftermyconversation

withGabrielintheearlyhoursofthismorning

thatIloveherverymuchandI'm scaredof

losingher,bothherandourbaby.Sheisthe

bestthingthathaseverhappenedtome

especiallyafterlosingmybrother..

Helena:sulkingwon'tmakethesituationbetter

Iwassittingonthebedandlookingat

Nomvelo'spicture..

Me:Isittrue?

Helena:I'm afraidso

(Silence)

Me:Iwannaconjurehim

Her:Lucifer?

Me:Yes..Ifhewantstoputupafightthenhe

shoulddoitwithme,it'smethathewantsso



heshouldstayawayfrom myfamily

Her:Weareallonyoursideandwenotgoingto

winthiswarifyounotfocused,youneedtobe

focusedforNomveloandyourunbornbaby

Ichuckledinform ofmockingherstatement.

Me:ExactlywhatareyounottellingmeHelena?

Ilookedather..

Me:Yeswegoingtowinthiswarbutatwhat

expense?Howmuchwillbecausedbythen

beforeweactuallywinthewar?

Her:Niraisanupperrankdemon,togetherwith

Lucifertheyareverycunningandtrickywejust

needtobeattentiveabouteverythingand

alwaysbeafewstepsaheadofthem

Me:Iwantustowinthiswarwithmywifeand

mybabystillsafe

Her:Thatcanonlybeachievedifyoufocus,we

goingtoneedyoutofocusdon'tletfearcripple



you

Iputthepictureonthebednexttome..

Me:Whenisthewarstarting?

Her:AssoonasNirapossessesthevessel

Me:Thenwewillbewaitingforthem

Her:Youhaveoursupportneverfogertthat

_

NKULI

IbatheandthenwenttothemallwiththeR250,

it'sgoingtobeaverydepressingshopping.I

forfeitedgoingtoShopriteandSpar.Sparis

degradingformeandShopriteiswaytoolow

class.EventhoughIdidn'thaveenoughmoney

onmeIwenttoclicks..

Ilookedatthesanitarypads,Iwillhavetogo

withthecheapestones.Iusuallyweartampons

butsinceIchangeitconstantlyIwon'taffordto

buytwopacks.IreachedforabrandthatI



wasn'tverymuchfamiliarwith,theywereabit

cheaperthantherest.Ilookedatthem very

depressed,it'ssadhowmylifehasjust

suddenlydegraded..

Voice:CanIpayforthem?

Iturnedandlookedathim,Ididn'texpecttosee

suchanattractivehumanbeing..

Him:YoucanchooseanythatyouwantandI'll

payforthem

Ilookedaround..Wheredidheevenrockup

from?

Me:Uhm...

Him:Am Imakingyouuncomfortable?Ican

walkarounduntilyoumakeadecision

Me:Noit'sokayI..I'm justnotusedtothis,it's

myfirsttimehavingaguypayforsomethingso

intimate

Hechuckled..



Him:Youwelcome

Itookapackoftampons..

Him:Arethoseevengoingtolastyou?

It'slikehereadmymindthatIneededmore..

Me:Ihopeso

Him:Youcantakeasmuchasyouwantinfact

geteverythingthatyoucamehereforandI'll

pay

I'm usedtooldguysblessingme,this

gentlemanisyoungerthantheblessersthatI

usuallygoforandhisagegroupisabitofa

problem.Theyliketoactloadedwhilethey

financiallystruggling.Itookmytimeandgot

someofthethingsthatI'vewanted..

Him:Isthatall?

Me:Yes

Him:OkayIjustneededabeardoil,wecango

andpay



Iswallowedmywordswhenwegottothetill,

hetookoutablackcard.Whenhewasdone

payingwewalkedoutandhehandedmethe

plastic..

Me:Thankyou

Him:Areyouinahurry?

Me:Why?

Him:Youobviouslyheldbackontheshopping

sohowaboutbreakfast?

Me:Ican'tbelievethis..Youpaidformesothat

youcanaskmeout?

Him:There'snoharm intrying

Ilookedathim..

Me:HowcanItrustyou?Whatifyoukidnapme?

Him:Wecaneataroundhereifyoudon'ttrust

me

Westartedwalking..



Him:MynameisKali

Me:Nkuli

Him:NicetomeetyouNkuli

Me:Metoo..Areyoufrom SouthAfrica?

Him:Originallyfrom ZambiabutIspentmostof

mytimeinthestates,Iwasstudyingthere

Me:That'sgood..Sowhatdoyoudoforaliving?

Him:Ihavebusinessesaroundhereandinthe

statestoo

Me:That'sgood

Him:Whataboutyou?

Me:Iam..Let'sjustsayI'm inbetweenjobsat

themoment

Him:inbetweenjobs?

Me:Yes

Him:Okaysowheredoyouwannaeat?



Isthishappening?Heishandsomeandrichtoo?

Whatiswrongwithhim?Somethinghastobe

wrongwithhim

_

NAZO

ItookabathandthenIdroveouttothefield,

samefieldwhereIsavedHelena.That'swhereI

feelmuchclosertoheaven...

"Beloved.."

Ilistenedattentively..

"Youcannotexpecttowinthiswarwhenthere's

abitofdoubtdeepinsideofyou.Ifyoubelieve

inme,youbelieveinmewholeheartedly"

Me:HowdidNiraescape?Howwasshefreedif

she'sanupperleveldemon?

"YousavedHelena,believethatyoucandefeat

anupperleveldemontoo"

Me:Nomveloisnottoostrong,shehasjust



startedconnectingtoherspirituallife.If

somethinghappensitwillsetherback

"BelovedIam notonlyGodwhenthingsare

goingwell,Iam alsoGodwhenthingsarenot

goingwell.Mostofmychildrenseem toforget

that,whenthingsspiraloutofcontroltheytrust

intheirownstrengthratherthantrustinginme"

Me:Iam awareofthat

"Gohome,freefrom worryandfear"

Itookadeepbreath..

"BeholdIhavegivenyouauthoritytotreadon

serpentsandscorpions,andoverallthepower

oftheenemyandnothingwillinjureyou"

Ineededtohearthatagain,Ineededtobe

remindedofthatagain.Iknewcomingherewas

goingtoupliftmyfaithandmyspirit..Iwent

backtothecaranddrovehome,whenIturned

ontheradiotolistentothesermonatPurgatory,

Theywereactuallysingingasongthatspoketo



whatIwasgoingthrough..

"ItrustinGod,Iknowhecaresforme.On

mountainbleakoronthestormysea,thereis

nosorrowdeepdowninmysoul.Myheavenly

Fatherwatchesoverme"

Thesongwasanaffirmationonit'sown,tolet

goofwhatgoingthroughandtrustinGod

_

Tobecontinued
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NKULI

IhadagreattimeandadeliciousmealwithKali,

thoughNandosseemedtobeabitbelowour

standardsbutwemadethemostofit.Heisa

veryfunnyman,sweet,andsmilesalot.Ifound

myselfblushingandsmilingmostofthetime

becauseofhowcharminghewas,hereallytook

mybreathaway.Whenweweredonehedrove



mehome,hewasdrivingaVW Tiguanthatwas

whiteincolour.It'squiteanexpensivecaron

it'sownsoIwasn'tcomplaining..

Him:Youtootrusting

Me:Whyisthat?

Him:Youallowedmetodriveyouhome,whatif

Ihadkidnappedyou?

Ilaughed..

Me:Youdon'tseem likethetype

Him:Sokidnapperscomewithtags?

Me:Well...

Istoppedsmilingbecausemycheekswerenow

hurting..

Me:Thankyouforthebreakfastandbuyme

toiletries

Him:WecouldhavemoreofbreakfastifIcould

getyournumber



Me:UnfortunatelyIdon'thaveaphone

Him:Mylossthen

Me:Thankyouverymuch

Him:Youwelcome

Iopenedthedoorandgotout,hewatchedme

asIgotintheyard.Iclosedthegateandlooked

athim,hewavedgoodbye.Iwavedgoodbye

too..

Hestartedplayingmusicveryloudashetook

off..

"Uh,pussyassniggastophatingLilTunechigot

thatfireAndtheseho'slovemelikeSatan,

maaaan!FuckwithmeandgetbodiedAndall

sheeatisdickShe'sonastrictdiet,that'smy

babyWithnomakeupsheaten"

Hedidn'tstrikemeasapersonthatisintorap,I

stoodatthegateforawhileIwatchedhiscar

disappear,Ihaveneverfeltlikethisaboutaguy



beforewellotherthanNazo.Kaliseemstoo

perfect,young,handsomeand

rich?Whatishisflawexactly??

_

SNAZO

IhavedecidedthatI'm goingtostopobsessing

aboutthiswholethingbecauseit'sonlygoing

tostressmywifeandshedoesn'tneedstress

atthismoment,wegoingtocrossthatbridge

whenwegettherebutI'm alwaysgoingtobe

vigilant.Idecidedtocookforthem,Guguleft

withoutcookingsoIhookedupShineandI'm

goingtopreparesomethingforthem.Ihope

theywon'tpassbysomewhereandeat.Shine

camewithhisDaughterandafewbeersto

occupyhim upuntilweeatlateron..

Shine:Poonkie..

Mpumilookedathim..



Shine:SukalaphouGuguuyashayana(Getaway

from thereGuguwillbeatyouup)

IlookedatherandshewaspullingmyMom's

casseroledishthatsheputsonthecupboardat

thecorner..

Me:YoohNanauzosibangelauGugu(Yougoing

tomakeGugushoutatus)

Iwenttoherandpickedherup,shestarted

fightingmewhilecrying..

Shine:Mpumibheka(Mpumilook)

Shinetookher.Hegaveherthepacifier..

Shine:ZizobuyakuwenoNomvelo(It'sgoingto

godownbetweenyouandNomvelo)

Me:Eyyawuzwangangamiukuthingisibekile

(youdidn'thearmefrom methatIgother

pregnant)

Shine:Yisecretkanti?

Me:Shedoesn'tknowanyoneknowing



Shine:Ngobauzobonakalasoon(Shewillbe

showingsoon)

Me:Awuzwangangam'(Youdidn'thearfrom

me)

Hisphonerang,helookedatit..

Him:Ithi..Letmeattendthiscall

Didn'texpectthatlineinEnglishfrom him..

ItookMpumiashewentoutsidetoattendthe

call..

Shine:Njunju..

IlookedatMpumi..

Me:LookslikeyougoingtohaveastepMother

soon

Shetriedreachingformycap,Itookitoffand

putitonher.Shesmiledwhiledroppingher

pacifier.Ipickeditupandwenttowashitthen

handeditbacktoher..



_

NOMVELO

Theservicewasgreatasalways,Zainesermon

wasverygoodatsomepointIdidn'twantitto

end..AfterchurchZainecametomewhile

GuguwenttotalktoBonolo,wewerestillgiven

thatVIPtreatmentevenwithoutSnazo..

Zaine:Congratulations

Me:Hetoldyou?

Him:Yes

Me:IbetDawnknowsnowandOthers

Hechuckled..

Him:He'shappyandproud

Me:YaIjustdidn'twantpeopleknowingasyet

Him:Wenotjustrandom People

Me:Iknow..I'm sorry

Him:It'sokay..Igetwhatyoumean..Whereis



he?

Me:Heisinhisfeelings

Him:Hecanbeinhisfeelings?

Me:Seemslikeit

Webothlaughed..

Iheardsomeonecallingouttome..

Voice:MrsButhelezi

Iturnedanditwassomerandom lady..

Her:Prophet

Shebowedalittle,Zaineputhishandonmy

shoulder..

Him:Don'tleavewithoutsayingGoodbye

Me:Iwon't

Hewalkedaway..

Her:I..It'ssuchanhonourtofinallybeableto

talktoyou



SheshookmyhandandIjustsmiled..

Me:WhatcanIdoforyou?

Her:Uhm Ineedtotalktoyouaboutsomething..

Somethingimportant

Me:Okay?

Her:CanIhaveyournumber?Wecanmaybe

meetupandtalk?

Me:Uhm..Idon'tknowaboutthat

HeshelookedatGugu..

Her:That'sGuguright?RevButhelezi'sMother?

Me:Yes

Her:Sheisblessedforherwombtohave

carriedsuchanimportantandamazingperson,

RevButheleziisgiftedandheispowerfulshe

mustbeproudofhim

Me:Sheis

Her:Can'tsaythesameaboutNiso



Mysmilevanished..

Me:Sorry?

Her:ifsheisNazo'sMotherthatmeanssheis

Niso'sMothertoo,theybrothersafterallaren't

they?

Me:Whodidyousayyouwereagain?

Her:Ineverintroducedmyself..Nomvelo,asI've

saidweneedtotalk.It'saboutNiso

Me:Whatdoyouwant?

Sheunzippedherbagandtookoutapieceof

paperwithapen,shewrotehernumberand

handedittome..

Her:Let'skeepitbetweenusfornow,Nazoand

Gugushouldn'tknowaboutthisasyet

Shesmiled..

Her:Don'tforgettocallme..I'llsendyourlove

toNiso,that'sifyoustilllovehim



Shesmiledandthenwalkedaway.Ilookedat

thenumbersandtheydidn'thaveanyname,

justhernumbers...

Gugu:Velo..

SheputherhandaroundmeandIfreakedout..

Gugu:It'sjustme

Shelookedatme..

Gugu:Areyouokay?

Ifakedasmile..

Me:I'm okay..I'm good

Her:Areyousure?

Me:YesIam

Her:OkaygosayGoodbyetotheRadebe'sso

thatwecango

Ifoldedthepieceofpaper..

_



NKULI

Icouldn'tgetKalioutofmymind.Hissmile,his

lips,hisvoice..Hewasjusttooperfect.

ThekitchendooropenedandmyGrandmother

walkedin...

Her:Shuuuuukushisaokungaka(It'sveryhot)

Sheclosedthedooronherwayin..

Her:Nkuli

Me:Koko

Her:Unjani?(howareyoufeeling)

Me:I'm..I'm feelingbetter

Her:uyileeMall?(didyougotothemall)

Me:Ngiyile(Ididgo)

Her:Letmegoandrestabit,ngikhathele(I'm

tired)

Me:Okay



Her:Wewon'tcooktoday..Wegoingtohave

lunchlateronkuboSnazo

Me:WegoingtohavelunchatSnazo'splace?

Her:Ya..KdalangagcinauVelo(It'sbeenawhile

sinceIlastsawVelo)

Me:Whydoesn'tshecomehere?

Her:Asiphekanga(Wehaven'tcooked)

Me:Aikokoangazi(Idon'tknow)

Her:NkuliI'm tiredofthisthingbetweenyou

andNomvelo,youtwowerecloseyoutheonly

Sistersthatyouhave

Ikeptquiet..

Her:Lentoyenuiyaphelanamhlanje(this

pettinessbetweenyoutwoendstoday)

_

NOMVELO

WhenwegothomeIwenttotheroom firstto



takeoffmyheelsandwearcomfortableshoes.

Iunfoldedthepaperandlookedatthenumber,

whatthatladysaidhighlydisturbedme.Whois

she?HowdoessheknowNiso?Whatdidshe

meanbyshewillextendmylovetohim?What

ishappening?Iwouldsayshe'sascam but

Nazodoesn'treallymentionNiso'sname,ifhis

preachingandtouchesonhim hewouldsay

"MyBrother"hehasnevermentionedhisname..

Iwassoolostinmythoughtsthatababy

languagebroughtmebacktoreality.Ilookedat

thedooranditwasNazo,hewasholdinga

baby...

Me:Hey

Hejustlookedatmeashemadehiswayin.

Me:Whosebabyisthat?

Him:Shine'sbaby

Me:Shinehasababy?



Him:Yes

Me:Wow..IfeelsorryforthebabyMama

Hegotthepaperfrom meandlookedatit..

Him:What'shappeninghere?

Itookitback..

Me:It's..

"Let'skeepitbetweenusfornow"

Thosewordsechoednextmyear..

Me:Justsomeladyatchurchshegavemeher

number,prayerrequest

Him:Shewantsyoutoprayforher?

Me:Yes..Somethinglikethat

Thebabystretchedherarmstome,Igother

Me:She'ssooadorable

Heputhernappyonthebed..

Him:Thenyoucanchangeher



Me:Whoa!What?

Him:It'sJustpeeVelo,shehasn'tchangedher

nappyinawhile

Me:Let'snotgetcarriedaway,sheisnotmy

responsibilityandIdon'tknowhowtochangea

nappy

Him:Wegoingtohaveababysoon,youneedto

learn..I'llbeinside

Me:Wait..

Hewalkedout..

Ilookedatherandshelookedatmethen

smiled..

Howthehellam Igoingtochangeanappy?

.

Tobecontinued
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NOMVELO

Ihadalotofquestionswithregardstowhat

thatwomansaid,alotofthingsdon'tmake

sense.HowdoessheknowNiso?Icouldsay

thatshe'sascam andwhatnotbuttomention

Niso'snamethatmakesthesituationabit

difficulttojustletgo.Iwasatthekitchen

gatheringmythoughts,Ihadexcusedmyself

from thetable.WhenInoticedthatImight've

beengoneforawhileImademywaybackonly

tohaveNazostandingatthedoorwaystarring

atme.Hehasbeencreepinguponmealot

todayanditsomehowirritatesme..

Him:Youshouldstoplyingbecauseyounot

evengoodatit..What'shappeningwithyou

today?

IfIdon'ttellhim he'sgoingtopushthesituation

andit'sjustgoingtoupsetmemore..



Me:Doyouthinkthattheremightbea

possibilityofNisostillbeingalive?

Hefrowned..

Him:Whereisthatcomingfrom?

Me:Ineverattendedhisfuneralsoit'salways

beenabattlewithme

Him:Nisoisgone..Isawhim inthecoffin,heis

gone

Me:Okay

Iattemptedtowalkawaybuthegentlypulled

mebackbyputtinghisarm aroundmywaist.

Him:Notsofast

Helookedatmeintheeye,myeyeswondered

around..

Him:There'smoreisn'tit?

Me:No

Him:Thenwhycan'tyoulookmeintheeye



Me:Letitgoplease

Him:No-

Me:GoshNazoletjustgivemesomespaceto

breath!!!(shouting)

Hegavemeadeadlylook,hehatesitwhenI

raisemyvoiceathim.Ididn'tknowwhattodo,I

can'treallytakebackwhatjusthappened.We

heardaknockatthedoor,itcameattheright

time.Idraggedmyfeettogoandopenwithhis

presencestillheavyonme.Iopenedthedoor

anditwasmyGrandmother..

Me:Duchess!

Iwassoohappytoseeher..

ShewalkedinandIhuggedher,butshewasn't

alone..

Grams:Kwazekwakuhleukukubona(It'sgood

toseeyou)

Me:Goodtoseeyoutoo



IlookedatNkuli..

Me:Nkuli

Her:Velo

Grams:Snazokunjani?(Snazohowareyou)

Snazo'seyesweregluedonNkuli..

Grams:Kwenzakalani?(What'sgoingon)

Me:Longstory..Comethissideguys

Iledthem tothelivingroom,Shinedidn'tstay

forlong.Heleftwhilewewerestillsettingup

thetable..

Grams:MaGugus(Gugu)

Gugu:MaNgcobo

Nkuli:Gugu

Gugu:Ngazengavelelwa(I'm beingtested)

NkulilookedatmyGrandmother..

Nkuli:Toldyouthatthiswasabadidea..I'm



leaving

Grams:Nkuliawuyindawo(Younotgoing

anywhere)

Gugu:Myekeniahambe(Lethergo)

Grams:NkuliisFamily

Gugu:Ushousathaneuqobo?(youmeanthe

devil)

Nkuli:That'sitI'm going

Grams:Ifyoudon'twantNkulihere,nami

ngizohamba(I'llalsoleave)

Theyweregoingonandonbusyclashingwith

eachother,itwastiringformetositthereand

listentothem..

Istoodandwalkedaway..

Me:Iam pregnantandIdon'tneedthisright

now!

Gugu:Angishongiyabona?(Youseenow)



Iwenttotheroom andlockedmyselfinside.

_

TUMI

IwasbusychattingonWhatsAppwithShine,he

wassayingalotofcrazythingsthatmademe

laughandblushatthesametime..

Aunty:Hmmm Iwonderwhothatis

Me:Noone

Her:Youcan'tbesmilingandlaughingat

nothing

Shesatdown..

Me:It'sjustafriend

Her:Whatafriend

Rethabilefinallygotoutofthebedroom togoto

thekitchenanddishup..Iheardheropeningthe

potandthenclosingitagain,shecametothe

lounge..



Her:Rice&minceagain?

Aunty:What'swrongwithit?

Retha:WeateitlastweekSundayandtheweek

beforelast

Aunty:Begratefulandeat,noteveryoneisable

togetamealeveryday.YourSisterisworking

hardtoprovideforus,theleastthatyoucando

isbegrateful

Retha:Braaipackisnoteventhatexpensive

Aunty:Thenwhydon'tyoubuyit?

Retha:IfIwasworkingIwouldbuyit

Shewalkedbacktothebedroom,Isighed..

Aunty:Don'ttakeittoheart,I'm sorry

Shinecalledjustintime..

Me:I'm coming

Iwenttoansweroutside..

Me:Hello



Him:Andthen?Thatlastmessage?

Helaughed..

Him:Uyahlanya(youcrazy)

Icouldn'tholdback,Ijustburstintotears..

Him:Ehng'bhodisabanivandag?(whoam I

killingtoday)

Iclomyeyesandexhaled..

Him:ringanam'(Talktome)

Me:It'snothing

Him:Yaboizintoozenzayo?(Youseewhatyou

doing)

Me:Let'sjusttalkaboutsomethingelse

Him:Ringangizolalelawena(TalkI'lllistento

you)

Me:WhereisMpumi?

Him:Eishungabuzi(don'tevenask)



Me:What'swrong?

Him:Ngimenzaumuntungimthengela

iChocolateizintoazenzayomanje(Imadeher

someoneandIboughtherachocolate,things

thatshe'sdoingnow)

Me:Whatisshedoing?

Him:Ima(Wait)

Hevideocalledmeandthenturnedthephone

toher,shewasconstantlyflushingthetoilet..

Him:uBusynje(she'sbusy)

Me:Therewayshe'sleaningonit,justmake

sureshedoesn'tgoin

Helaughed..

Him:Aiing'khatheleawufuniukuza?(don'tyou

wannacome)

Me:Areyouserious?

Him:Yaphelayim'naye(it'sjustmeandher)



Me:WhereisyourMom?

Him:ShewenttoseeherFather,uzobuyaksasa

Ithink

Me:AndyourSister?

Him:AhhuNtokozoushayalezintozama

cheesegirlamasleepoverkubomkhoziwakhe

(Ntokozoisatherfriend'shouse)

Me:Okay

Him:SoOkaymeaningwhat?Yebosik'lande?

(shouldwefetchyou)

Me:AhhIdon'tknow

Him:Alrightsharpke..KugrandI'llseeyou

tomorrowatwork

Me:Bye

Him:Bye

_

NOMVELO



IopenedforNazoandhewalkedin,Iwentand

satonthebed.Heturnedhiscaptheotherway

roundandputhishandsdeepinhispockets,he

thenleanedoveragainstthedoornotsayinga

word..

Me:SorrythatIshoutedatyou

Hedidn'tsayanything,hejustlookedatme..

(Silence)

Me:Someladyatchurchcameuptomeand

shegavemehernumber,saidIshouldcallso

thatwecanmeetup.Shesaidshewantedto

talktome,aboutNiso

Nowhestartedtobeinterestedinthe

conversation..

Me:HesaidIshouldn'ttellyouorGugu..That's

whyIdidn'tsayanything

Him:Haveyouseenherbefore?

Me:No..Shesaidshe'sgoingtoextendmyl..



Tearsfell..

Me:Shesaidshe'sgoingtoextendmyloveto

Niso,that'sonlyifIstilllovehim

Hewalkeduptome..

Him:Comehere

Istoodupandhelaidmyheadonhischest,he

coveredmewithhisstrongarmsandgavemea

tighthug..

Him:Idon'tknowwhatshe'splayingatbutNiso

isgone,itcouldbesomeonethatmaybeknows

ussomehowbutNisoisgone

Me:Idon'tneedthisrightnow..Idon'twanna

gobackthereagain

Him:I'm sorry..I'lldealwiththis..Ipromise

Ijustwishthattheycouldlethim restinpeace..

Nazo:Come..Maybeyoushouldrestalittle

Igotinbedandhedidtoo,heplayedwithmy



hairwhileItriedtogetsomesleepwhilekissing

meonmyforehead..

_

NKULI

Iwassopissed,whothehelldoesGuguthink

thatsheis?Thatbloodybitchthinksthatshe

ownstheworldit'stimethatsomeoneteaches

herlesson.IthoughtthatIwasoverNazoand

NomvelobeingTogetherbutafterseeingthem

today,andfindingoutthatshe'spregnantjust

madememoreangry.Iwasabouttoburst,I

wasreallyangry

Ipacedupanddowninmybedroom justfeeling

theangerburningmeinside,somethinghitmy

mindandIjuststopped.

Me:Fine!Let'sdoit!Iagree!

_

NAZO



Ilookedatherandshewasfastasleep,Islowly

gotoutofbedandcheckedaroundforthat

pieceofpaperuntilIfoundit.Icalledthe

numberwhilewalkingout..

Voice:Hello?

Me:Whoisthis?

Voice:Youcalledmefirst

Me:MynameisSnazo..Whatdoyouwantwith

mywife?

Voice:Somuchforkeepingitasecret

Me:Whatdoyouwant?

Voice:Ican'tdiscussthisonthephone,canwe

meetup?

Me:It'seitheryoutellmenoworyouleavemy

wifealone

Sheexhaled..

Me:HowdoyouknowmyBrother?



Her:YourBrotherandIwehaveachild

together..HernameisNosibusiso

Me:What?

Her:MynameisConnieyourBrotherandIwe

usedtohititoffandunfortunatelywhenwe

calleditquitsIwasalreadypregnant,Ijust

wantedNositoknowherFather'ssideofthe

familysinceshewillneverknowherFather.

She'sabitoldernowsoIwantedtotakeherto

hisgravesometime,that'swhyIsaidI'llextend

Nomvelo'slovetohim

Me:Listenhere!Idon'tknowwhatyoutryingto

playatifNisohadachildhewould'vetoldme!

Her:Healsodidn'tknow

Me:Stayawayfrom us!

Her:Nazoplease

Ihungup..

.
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GUGU

OnethingthatIhaveneverdonewastolet

myselfgo,havingtwokidsdidn'tmakemegive

uponlookinggoodandthat'sjustmenot

wantingtoendupalonefortherestofmylife.I

meanNomveloandNazothey'llbemovingout

soon,andthoughI'm goingtohaveagrandchild

I'llonlygetparttimevisitations.OnethingthatI

haven'tbeenhonestaboutisthatRichardandI

wesomewhattryingtorekindletheoldflame,

afterallIwasn'tjustabootycalltheonlything

thatstoodbetweenuswashiswifenotwanting

toletgo.Richardhadtalkedaboutdivorcingher

butchangedhismindwhenhelearnedthatshe

hadcervicalcancer.Shepassedonaboutlast

year,itwasalongbattlebecauseshe'shadit



forawhileuntilshefinallygaveinlastyear.

Theycaughtitearlyanddidsurgerywhenthey

finallythoughtthatit'sgone,itcamebackagain.

Iam notgoingallinbecausehe'swifeisnow

dead,Ineverstoppedlovinghim eventhough

theoddswereareagainstus.Richardisavery

attractiveandhandsomemanevenathisold

age,healwaysbeenobsessedwithinkreason

whyhehasanumberoftattoos.Heisavery

successfulmanhehashisownclothingline

thatspecificallydesignjeans,sneakers,and

tshirts.Ithasbecomequitepopularoverthe

yearsandnowheismakinggoodmoneyfrom it,

hisbrandisalsorecognizedintheUKwellafter

allheisoriginallyfrom theUKbuthiswifeis

southafrican,maybepartofthereasonwhyhe

decidedtosettlehere..

Wemetatthecemetery,it'llbehisfirsttime

seeingNiso'sgrave.IsawhisJaguardrivingin

from adistance,Iapproacheditjustsohe



doesn'tgetlost.Heparkedundersometreeand

thengotout,hewaswearingaJean,atshirt

andsneakers.HelookedgoodIwon'tlie...

Me:Youdidn'tgetlost?

Him:NoIdidn't

Hekissedmeonthecheekandthenhugged

me..

Him:Howareyou?

Me:I'm goodandyou?

Him:I'm good

Heputhisarm aroundmyshouldersandIwe

walkedtoNiso'sgrave..

Me:Andthereheis

Hetookoffhisglassesandglanceddownathis

grave..

Him:SothisismySon'srestingplace?

Me:Yesitis..FeelslikealongtimesinceI've



beenhere

Hegotcloserandthencrouchednexttoit..

Him:Whenareweerectingatombstone?

Me:Weweresupposedtohavedoneitbut

Nazoisbusymostofthetime

Him:Isawhim lastonTvpreaching

Me:HedoesgetfeaturedonthePurgatory

channel

Him:Heisstillrefusingtoseeme?

Iexhaled..

Me:Sortoff

Hegotup..

Him:WellIwon'tquittrying,plushissiblings

wanttomeethim too

Me:Sarah?

Him:Yes..JeromeisintheUKbuthewillcome

tovisitsoonandIreallywantedthem tomeet



Me:Nazoisbeingstubbornabouteverything

Him:Iwonderwerehegetsthatfrom

Me:Iam notstubborn

Him:Ofcourseyounot..Whatam Isaying?

OnethingthatRichardandNazohavein

commonisthattheybothhavethischarm,can't

reallydescribeitbuttheycanmakeyourheart

melt.I'veseenhowNazoiswithNomvelo..

Him:IshouldbringSarahherewithherkids

sometime

Me:Howissheholdingupafterthedivorce?

Him:She'sgettingthere

Jeromeisthefirstborn,Sarahisthesecond

born,thenNazofollowsandNisoisthelast

one..

Him:Doyouthinkthatthingswould'vebeen

differentifIwasaround?



Me:Idon'tknowbut,Apersonchoosestheir

ownpath.ImeanlookatNazoyouweren't

aroundbutheturnedoutgreat,withNisohe

justwasalwaysstubborn

Heputonhisglassesagain...

Heheldmyhand..

Him:Let'sgo

Me:Iknowawayonhowyoucangetcloseto

Nazo

Him:Let'shearit

Me:Hiswifewasinsomedesignschoolbut

thingsdidn'tgowellforher,shewantedtogo

backbutshecouldn'tfindspace

Weleanedagainsthiscarashefixedhis

glasses..

Him:It'sfineI'llgiveherajobatmystore

Me:Youwill?



Him:AnythingtogetclosetomySon,It'sa

goodthingshehassomeknowledgeabout

designshewillworkcloselywithSarahsince

she'stheheadofdesign

Me:IforgotthatSarahalsodidthisdesignthing

Him:Letmewalkyoutoyourcar

Hewalkedmetomycarwhilespankingmy

Ass..

Him:It'snota"designthing"it'smyempire

Me:Don'tyouthinkthisspankingthingis

gettingtooold?

Him:Aslongasyoustillgotthatfinepieceof

assitwon't

Ichuckled..

Me:Youbetternotsaysuchordosuchinfront

ofmySonorhewillpunchyouintheface

Him:HeismySontoo,Icontributed



Me:Youjustcontributedthesperm thatmade

him

Hetookoffhisglasses..

Him:Andthelooks

Ilaughed...

Me:OhwWowRichardyouwillneverchange

Him:Getinthecarsowecangoeatlunch,and

maybe

Heputhishandonmyhip..

Him:Icanhavedesserttoo

Ismiledwhileshakingmyhead..

Hekissedme..

Him:DrivesafeI'llmeetyouattherestaurant

_

NOMVELO

IcalledNazotolethim knowaboutthe



Exorcism thinganditturnedintoanargument,

somuchsothathedecidedtocome...

Him:ForgetitNomvelo..Younotputtingmy

babyindanger

Me:HowwillIbestrongspirituallyifIdecideto

beacowardaboutthis?

Him:Thisisnotagame!Youmightcomeface

tofacewithLuciferandhecanclaim thebaby

Me:Sowhatam Isupposedtodo?Sitathome

anddonothing?Beahousewifethatwasnever

mydream!

Him:Awuyekeuk'dazainkani!(Stopbeing

stubborn)

Isighed..

Me:Sometimesyoujustirritateme

Hesqueezedmycheeks..

Him:Askies?



Ikeptquiet..

Him:Thisistiringallwedoisfightlately

Istillkeptquiet..

Me:Maybeweneedsomespace,maybewe

justtoomuchintoeachother'sspacethatwe

endupirritatingeachother

Him:We?Iirritateyou,youdon'tirritateme

(Silence)

Him:OkaymaybeI'lljustgotoMpumalamgafor

afewmonthsandworkonexpandingmy

businesstherehowaboutthat?Giveyouallthe

spacethatyouneed

Me:Ididn'tsayyoushouldgoaway

Him:Thenwhatareyousaying?

Iexhaled..

Hewentandlockedthedoor..

Me:Whatareyoudoing?



Him:MaybeIhaven'tbeengivingyoutheD

enoughandthat'swhyyouthisfrustratedallthe

time

Me:NazothisisDawn'soffice,wecan'thave

sexatmyworkplace

Hecameandturnedmearoundwhilemyhands

fellonthetable..

Heliftedmydressupandthenloweredmy

underwear,hepulledoneofthechairsandput

myonelegonit.Hespankedmeafewtimes

andthenhemovedhishanduntilhisfingers

stumbledonmybean.Withhisotherhandhe

pulledmebackwithmyweaveandkissedme

onmyneck,maybejustmaybeIdidneedthis.

Herubbedmybeanandthenmovedand

insertedhistwofingersinsideofhim,itwasa

bitpainfulthatIheldhishand.Heheldmy

weaveabittighterandwhisperedinmyear..

Him:Don't..



Iletgoofhishandashestartedtofingerfuck

me,ashecontinueddoingthatIstartedfeeling

pleasurekickin.Ihavebeenturnedonbefore

butnotlikethis,IcouldfeelthatIwaswet.He

stoppeddoingthatandthenheloweredhis

pantsandbreifs,thenherubbedhimself

againstmyalreadywetholeitfeltveryniceand

Icouldn'thelpmyselfbutmoan

Heputitandthentookitout,hedidthatafew

timesuntihefinallywentdeep..

_

NKULI

Iwasstartingtogetbored,Kaliwasbusyonthe

phonetalkingtoclientsanddoingsome

paperworkitwasboring.Iyawned..

Him:SorryI'llbedonesoon

Iwonderedaroundinhisofficebusyopening

drawersandwhatnotwhilehehandledafew

things.Iopenedsomedrawerandfoundabig



bookthatlookedveryold,Itookitout..

Me:CodexGigas

Itriedopeningitbutitwaslocked,Iturnedand

lookedatKali...

Me:Whatisthis?

Him:Finally!

Me:Finallywhat?

Him:It'smeNkuli..Lucifer!

Idroppedit..

Me:What?

Him:Ifoundabodysothatyoucouldbeableto

seeme

Icouldn'tbelievethis..

Him:Don'tworry..Kaliwasawillingparticipant

afterallImadehim thisrich

Iwentandtookmybag..



Me:I'm leaving

Iwalkedtothedooranditclosed,Itried

openingbutitdidn'topen..

Him:Stopit!

Me:Iwanttoleave

HewalkeduptomeandIstartedgettingscared.

Hebalancedhishandonthewallnexttome

andlookedatme..

Him:Whenallofthisisover,Ipromiseyouand

Kaliwilllivehappilyeverafter.NiraandIwewill

leaveyourbodies

Ikeptquiet..

Him:Yougoingtohaveeverythingthatyou

want,plusyouhavealreadysaidyesremember?

Heleanedoverandgavemeakiss.

Him:I'llgetmykeys,maybewilldolunchsince

it'slatenow



Hewalkedtothetable..

_

TUMI

Shineputabrownbagonmycounter..

Him:Lunchinmyoffice

Hetookthebagandwalkedtohisoffice,I

followedhim..

Me:Whatisthat?

Him:Oxtailnericenyana

Isatonthesmallcouchashebroughtthemeal

tome..

Me:ThankyouplusIloveoxtail

Hesatnexttome..

Him:Awushokantiwhyung'chomela?(Whyyou

playinghardtoget)

Me:Whatdoyoumean?



Him:I'm tryingtogetwithyoumarawena

uyang'khiya(I'm tryingtogetwithyoubutyou

playinghardtoget)

Ilookedathim..

Him:Ilikeyoualot,minanawenjemasiyitwo

simnandiendefuthinjekuzozonkeleyikhekhe

engahlangananazowenayoudeserve

ukungenaekhayaubuliseumamami(whenwe

togetherit'salwaysniceplusoutofallthe

bitchesI'vebeenwithyoudeservetostepfoot

atmyhouseandgreetmyMom)

Iclearedmythroat..

Him:PlussinceIgotfullcustodyforuMpumi

youtheonlywomanItrustaroundmyDaughter

Me:Shinewhatexactlyareyousaying?

Hetookmyfoodandputitaway...

Heputhishandaroundmyneckandpulledme

closerforakiss,wellIdidn'texpectthat.He



justwentboldonme..

_

NOMVELO

Iwasnowlayingbackonthetableandhewas

inbetweenmylegs.Hewasn'troughweneed

toconsiderthefactthatI'm pregnantandwe

don'tknowifroughsexissafe..

HewasrubbingmybeantooandIwasverywet,

notonlythatbutIwasalsoverycloseto

coming.Itwassoonice..

Ifeltmylegsvibratingandhepulledback..

Me:Whatareyoudoing?

Him:Ihavetogo

Hedressedup..

Me:Havetogo?

Him:Yes

Me:Youcan'tgolikethat



Him:I'llbefine

Hewalkeduptothedoor..

Me:Wait..

Igotdownfrom thetableandpreventedhim

from opening..

Him:Move

Me:Whyyoubeinglikethis?

Him:Eishmaansuka(Move)

Iwrappedmyarmsaroundhiswaist..

Him:I'm sorryaboutearlier

Helookedatme..

Me:I'm trulysorry

Hepushedmyweaveback..

Him:Inolongerirritateyou?

Me:I'm sorry

Him:Yougoingtostoptalkingtomelikeyou



crazy?

Me:Ipromise

Him:Ifyoueveractcrazyagainyounotgetting

mydickanymore,andifyoucheatI'llkillyou

withoutthinkingtwice..Areweclear?

Me:Crystal

Him:Andonel..

Me:Babeplease...

Hepickedmeupandwenttoplacemeonthe

tableagain..

.

Tobecontinued

Noedits

111

NOMVELO

LateronathomeNazoandIprepareddinner

together,IfoundafewrecipesonlinethatI



wantedtotryout..

Me:Freshcream

Hepassedmethefreshcream..

Me:Thankyou..Igotacallfrom theDr,saidI

shouldcometomorrowfortheresults

Him:We'llgotogether

Hecameandhuggedmefrom behindwithhis

handsonmytummy..

Him:Howispregnancytreatingyou?

Me:Istillcan'tgetusedtomorningsicknesses

Him:Istheresomethingthatyoucantakefor

that?

Me:I'llasktheDrtomorrow

Him:NextweekIwon'tbearoundforatleast3

days

Me:Whereyouheaded?

Him:Zaine,BadruandIweembarkingona3



daysfastingcamp

Iturnedandfacedhim..

Me:Sleeoiinthebushesandwhatnot?That

typeofcamping?

Him:Yeahsomethinglikethat

ThedooropenedandGuguwalkedin..

Gugu:Goodevening

Wegreetedherback..Shelookedlikeshewas

inaverygoodmood...

Her:SeethisiswhatIwannaseeeveryday,I

wannaseeyouguyshappyandinlove

Me:Youseem happy

Her:Youcansaythat,andIhavenewsforyou

Nazo:Whatnews?

Gugu:Ifoundyouajobatsomeverypopular

storeyouwillbeworkingalongsidetheheadof

designandhelpingoutwithdesigningafew



clothesespeciallysincenowtheyexpanding

Me:Areyouserious?I'dlovethat

Her:JustcompileyourCvandyourportfolio

Me:WowI..Thankyou

Her:Youwelcomebaby

Nazo:whichstoreisthis?Andhowdidyou

managetogetNomvelothejob?

Guguclearedherthroat..

Gugu:O'Nails

Nazo:ofcourse

Gugu:Don'truinthisforNomvelo

Nazo:Ididn'tsayanything

Me:What'sgoingon?

Nazo:MyFatherownsthatstore

Me:Really?

Nazo:YesRichardNails



Me:uhm wow..

Nazo:Yeahwhilewewerestrugglingtomake

endsmeethewaslivingthelife,NisoandIwe

wereforcedintothelifeofcrimejustsowecan

beabletogetthatnextR100toputfoodonthe

tablewhilehewasonaprivatejettraveling

Gugu:That'snottrueNazo

Nazo:Whichpart?

Gugu:Richardwantedtoprovideforyouguys

butIrefusedtoaccepthismoneybecauseI

wasangry.AngryatthefactthatIwasinlove

withhim andhepromisedmetheworldthathe

wasgoingtoleavehiswifeandwewouldbe

together,butthatneverhappened.Imadeyou

guystohatehim,toldyouguyshedidn'twant

anythingtodowithyouwhichwasnottrue

Nazo:Isthatthetruthoryoujustdefendinghim

becauseyouthatdesperate?

Gugu:desp..Don'ttalktomelikethat



Nazo:Orwhat?

Gugu:Idon'tcareifyouareapopularpreacher

andalsomarried,butinmyhouseyouwill

respectme

Hechuckled..

Nazo:Imightaswellmoveoutbecauseclearly

myopiniondoesn'tmatter

Guguwalkeduptothedoorandopenedit..

Gugu:I'm notstoppingyou

Nazo:Inthatcasewewillpackupandleave

Me:BabeNo..

Gugu:Youwillpackupandleave..Nomveloand

mygrandbabyarenotgoinganywhere

Nazo:She'smywife

Gugu:"She'smywife"ifNisowasstillaround

youwouldn'tevenbemarriedtoNomvelo,so

whenyougettimeprettyboygothankmybaby



inthegrave

Thatwasalowblowfrom Gugu..

Nazochuckledindisbelief..

Nazo:Typical

Guguexhaledwithhereyesclosed..

Gugu:BabyIdidn'tmeanthat

Nazotookhisphoneandcarkeysthenmade

hiswaytothedoor..

Gugu:Nazoplease

Nazo:Ng'celaukudlula(canIpleasepass)

Gugu:I'm sorryIdidn'tmeanthat

Nazo:Canyoupleasemoveoutofthewayso

thatIcangoandthankyourdeadson?

Gugu:Na-

Nazoslightlypushedheroffandhewalkedout,

Thenclosedthedoorbehindhim.Istoodthere

notknowingwhattosay,Guguwalkedupto



me..

Her:I'm sorry..Ididn'tmeanthat

Me:It'sokay

Shestartedgettingemotional..

Her:Idon'tknowwhyIwouldsaysomething

likethat

Me:Weallsaythingsthatwedon'tmeanwhen

weangry,justgivehim timehewillcome

around

Her:I'llgoandliedown

Me:Wouldyoulikemetomakeyousometea?

Sheputherhandonmycheek..

Her:Nobabythankyou

Shewalkedawaytoherbedroom,IhopeInever

getonGugu'sbadside..

_

TUMI



ShineheldmyhandbecausehecouldseethatI

wasnervous,Idon'tknowwhyIagreedtothis.I

should'veneveragreedtogoinghomewithhim,

ImeanIam notevensurewhatweareasyet

andhereIam goinghomewithhim.Heopened

thedoorandwewalkedin,therewasawoman

standingatthestovebusycookingwithMpumi

onherback.IhadnodoubtthatitwasShine's

mother..

Shine:Mamezala

Sheturnedandlookedatus,shewassurprised

toseeme..

Shine'shousecouldbea6roomedhouse,the

kitchenwastodiefor.Thewhitewall

cupboards,awhitedoubledoorfridge,stove

andwhatnot.Everythingwaswhiteeventhe

tilesonthefloorwerepurewhite,notforgetting

thatitwasverycleanalso.AssoonasMpumi

sawShineshestartedcrying,Shinewalkedup

tothem..



Shine'sMotherwasverybeautiful,youknow

youlookatShineandyouthinkthathecomes

from abrokenhomebutitdidn'tlookthatway.

HegotMpumifrom hisMother'sback..

Shine:Yinikantimanje?(what'swrong)

Her:TheDrsaidthatshe'stoothing

Shine:Bamunikeni?(whatdidtheygiveher)

Her:Justafewmeds

Shelookedatmethroughherglasses,Igot

morenervous..

Shine:OhhhMamezalameetTumi,Tumithisis

myMother.YoucancallherMamezala

Hesaidthatwhileputtinghishandonher

shoulder..

Her:Howareyou?

Me:I'm wellthanksandyou?

Her:I'm welltoo



Shecameandgavemeahandshake,she

seemslikeaverycalm personbutvery

intimidatingtoo..

Shine:UvauNtokozo?(WhereisNtokozo)

Her:Inthelounge

Wewalkedtothelounge..

Shine:Ntonto

Ntonto:MyeversoannoyingBrotherthatIlove

dearly

TheSisterloweredherphoneandlookedatus,

shewassittingonthecouchandshehadher

feetonthecouch'sfootrest..

Shine'sSisterandMothertheybeautiful,and

theybothsoundveryfluentinEnglish.It'sjust

veryamazingImean,Ididn'texpectShineto

havesuchastablefamily.Wesatdownonthe

othercouch..

Shine:That'smylazysister..Ntokozo



Ntonto:Iam soonotlazy

Shine:ThisisTumi

Me:Nicetomeetyou

Her:Samehere

Mpumiwasveryclingy,Itriedtakingherfrom

Shinebutshedidn'twant...

Shine:Kantiyininamanhlanje?(what'swrong

today)

Ntonto:Shehasbeenlikethisthewholeday

Shine:Ithingibone(letmesee)

Hetriedopeninghermouthbutshedidn'twant..

Shine:AiiMpumi

Shine'sMothercameinwhileholdingabottleof

purityandaspoon..

Her:Shehastoeatsothatshecantakeher

meds..Comemypumpkin

Mpumirefusedagain..



Her:Dumimaybeyoucandoit

Dumi?Sohe'srealnameisDumi..

Me:I'llholdthebottleforyou

Mamezalagavemethepurity..

IopeneditandShinedippedthespoontryingto

feedherbutshedidn'twant,sheputupa

seriousfightandspateverythingoutthenshe

startedcrying..

Shinelookedather..

Him:K'hambanivelevandagkanti?(what's

wrongwithyoutoday)

Shewassittingonhislapandcrying..

Shine:Ithisoshawaumoyanyana(let'sgoget

freshair)

HelookedatmeandIalsostoodupandthen

wewalkedoutside..

_



SNAZO

UsuallywhenI'm pissedI'ddrivestraightto

Gaziboandgetafewbeersthatwasmylife

backthen,sotonightIjustdrovetothehospital

tocheckuponDawnandhiswife.Ifoundhim

sittingatthewaitingarea,Isatnexttohim

withoutsayingathing..

Him:Whatareyoudoinghere?

Me:Justcametocheckuponyou

Helookedatme..

Me:IhadafightwithmyMom

(Silence)

Me:HowisSwaydoing?

Him:Stillnothing

Ikeptquiet..

Him:SwayandIwelostourfirstbaby,withall

thesedelaysI'm scaredwemightlosethisone



too

Me:CanIgoandseeher?

Him:Yeah..Let'sgo

Westoodupandheledthewaytotheward.

Shewaslayingonthebedwithpillows

supportingherback,shehadsomethinglikea

beltaroundhertummy..

Me:Youlooktired

Shegavemeawearysmile..

Me:Can'tbetirednowwhenthere'sstillalotto

do

Her:Shedoesn'twannacome

Me:Shewillcome

Her:WhatIfsomethingiswrong?

Me:Don'tthinklikethat..Nothingiswrong,if

somethingwaswrongIwouldfeelit.Yourfear

istheonethat'sdelayingherfrom coming



ShelookedatDawn..

Dawn:Excuseme

Hewalkedout..

Sway:Thisisaffectinghim morethanit's

affectingme

Me:Shewillcome,weworkingwithfaithand

nothingmoreremember?

Her:Whyareyouheresolatewhenyoualso

haveapregnantwifeathome?

Ipulledupthechairandsatdown...

Me:WellIfiguredoutthatyoumightneeda

midwife

Shelaughed..

Her:Andyougoingtobethemidwife?

Me:Whynot?

Her:Wedon'tevenknowwhenshe'sgoingto

come



Me:Sizomlindaazeafike..Sizomlindaazeafike

(wegoingtowaitforheruntilshecomes)

Her:Thankyouforcoming...Itwasstartingto

getabitdepressinghere

Me:Thenyoushould'vecalledmesooner

Her:Don'tyouthinkthatyoucomfortingthe

wrongperson?

Me:Dawndoesn'tneedanycomfortingheisan

Exorcist

Shelaughed..

Me:Idon'twannatripwithanExorcist

Her:Ifshecomes,she'sgoingtobeveryhappy

Me:Whenshecomes

Her:Irephrase..Whenshecomes

_

NKULI

Grams:ManjeuzobuyaNini?(Whenwillyou



comeback)

Me:It'sjustforonenight

Her:Nkuliyouwerekidnappednotsolongago

andnowyouspendinganightlangingazikhona?

(youspendinganightwhereIdon'tknow)

Me:KokoI'm justspendinganightatafriend's

house,Ineedfreshairespeciallywith

everythingthat'sbeengoingonaroundher

Her:I'm worriedaboutyou

Me:Iknowyou'reandIpromiseyouthatI'llbe

safe

I'llhavetospendthenightatKali'splace

becauseexactlyat00:00am myspiritandNira's

spirithastobeone.I'm completelyreadyfor

thewholeinitiationthoughI'm abitscaredbutI

can'twaitforthebenefitsandtheterrorthat's

goingtorainonotherPeople

_



TUMI

Wewalkedtotheshopandboughtsome

snacks,whenwewalkedbackhomeMpumi

wasalreadyasleep.Iwasabitsadthatshe

wasn'tokayandIdidn'tgettoplaywithher,she

onlywantedShine.Shinewentandputheron

hisMom'sbedthenIhelpedhisMom setupthe

table.Ntontowasstillstuckonthecouchbusy

withherphone..

Her:Don'tlethim playyou,Icantellthatyoua

nicegirlsoIhopesoonwewillbeplanninga

wedding

Thatstatementcaughtmeoffguard..

Her:Forhowlonghaveyoutwobeendating?

Shelookedatmethroughtheglassesagain,

whichwasabitintimidating.Sheseemsabit

oldschoolandalsoabitmodern,shewas

wearingleggingswithatshirt,shehadadoek

onandhernailsweredone..Sheevenhadabit



ofmakeupon..

Shetookoffherglassesandputthem aside,

shehadaweddingringon..

Her:Iknowheseemsveryghetto,butheisa

goodperson.Hestartedsinkingintothelifeof

crimewhenhe'sfatherdied,hisfather'sdeath

affectedhim alot

Me:I'm sorrytohearthat

Her:It'sokay..Heisdealingwithitbetternow

Hervoiceissosoftandsweet,Iwonderifshe

evenyells..

Her:Letmegetthefoodsothatwecaneat,

thankyouforjoiningus

Me:Thankyouforwelcomingmeintoyour

homefordinner

Shewalkedtothekitchen..

Me:Icancomeandhelpyou



Shegavemeashallowsmile..

Her:That'sverysweetofyou,youcancome

Iwenttothekitchentohelpher..

.

Tobecontinued
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NOMVELO

DespiteNazoandGugu'sfalloutIwasstillvery

excitedaboutthejobattheBoutique,It's

everythingthatIhavebeendreamingabout.I

don'treallyhavemyaspirationsonbeinga

housewife,Iwannagetupandgetmyown.It's

goingtobedifficultbeingaworkingMotherand

aPreacher'swifebutI'm surethatI'llmanage

becauseIhavethesupportofmylovedones.

That'swhyIdon'twantustomoveoutjustat

yetunlessit'samust,accordingtomeI

would'velovedforbothourfamiliestobe



constantlyinvolvedinourchild'slifebeforewe

couldupandleaveforgood.Ilookedatthe

timeanditwas23:00,Nazowasn'thereIhad

calledhim andhisphonetookmestraightto

voicemail.Iwaslayingonthebedandwatching

afewvideosonYouTubeaboutfashiondesign

justtorefreshonafewthings,tomorrowImust

getasetsothatIcanstartsketching..

Iheardthekeyturning,Ipausedthevideoand

waitedforhim tomakehiswayin.Hedidnot

expecttostillfindmechilling..

Him:Ithoughtthatyouwouldsleeping

Me:I'm watchingafewvideosonYouTube,

fashiondesignvideos

Heleanedagainstthedoorwithhishandsinhis

pockets,helikesburyinghishandsdeepinside

hispocketsandwearhishattheotherway

round.That'shissignaturelookanditmeltsmy

heart.YouknowwhatIloveaboutNazothe



mostisthatherespectsme,hehasneverput

meinapositionwereIhadtocompetewith

anotherwomannorfightforhim,Idon'tknow

howhedoesitbuthehasn'tgivenmeany

reasonastonottrusthim ortofeelinsecure..

Him:Soyougoingaheadwithit?

Iputmyphoneaway..

Me:YouknowthatIloveyouandIalways

supportyou,butthisisaverybigopportunity

forme.Thisismydream,plusIam nolonger

workingforDawnso..Ireallydon'twannabea

housewife

Him:DoyouevenknowwhyHeofferedyouthe

job?Heistryingtogettomethroughyou

Me:Babeplease..

Herubbedhiseyes..

Me:Wheredidyougo?

Him:IwenttocheckuponSwayandDawn



Me:Zeashtoldmeabouttheirtraumatic

experienceoflosingtheirfirstbaby

Hecametome...

Him:Zeashgossipsalot

Me:Hasshegivenbirthyet?

Him:No..Notyetandit'sdrivingDawncrazy

Me:Icanimagine..Idon'twantthattobeus

Heheldmyhand..

Him:Itwon'tbeus,I'llmakesurethatyou

deliverahealthybabyboy

Me:Whatifit'sagirl?

Him:I'm bettingonaboy

Me:Wellwesee

Him:Letmegobathsothatwecancallitat

night

Me:ShouldImakeyousomethingtoeat?



Him:Nothankyou..I'm good

_

SWAY

IslowlyopenedmyeyesandDawnwassitting

onthechairacrosstheroom,hewas

concentratingonhisphonethathedidn'tnotice

Iwasawake.Ilookedatthemonitorandthe

baby'sheartbeatwasstillstrong,theyhad

strappedsomethingaroundmytummyto

monitorherheartbeat.Idon'thaveafamily

otherthanDawn.MyparentspassedonwhenI

wasyoungleavingmetothecareofmyBrother

whoalsopassedonandthenIwasleftwith

Dawn.DawnandmyBrother'swifethoughme

andherdon'tcommunicatethatmuch.Ireally

wannahavethisbaby,therewasalotof

complicationssurroundingmyfirstpregnancy

andIgavebirthtoastillborn,Ihopethistime

aroundmybabyisgoingtomakeit.Dawnwas

veryshattered,Imeanwereallywantababy.



Wewanttostartourownfamily...

Me:Dawn

Helookedatme...

Me:Youshouldgohome

Hegotupandmadehiswaytome..

Him:Howareyoufeeling?

Me:Stillnothing

IstronglywantDawntogohomeIfeellikethis

placeisverydepressingforhim.

Him:ThenI'm notgoinganywhere

Me:I'm scaredtooyouknow

Heheldmyhand..

Him:Iknowthatyouare

(Silence)

Him:Ifeelveryhelpless..Ifeellikebeingan

Exorcistisnotenough



Me:Don'tsaythat

Him:IfightandExorcisedemons,that'swere

myworthlies.RightnowIcan'tevensavemy

onlychild

Me:Yourgiftisveryspecialandthere'snoevil

surroundingmypregnancy,maybeI'm just

stressingtoomuchthatmybodyjustdoesn't

wannagivein.Nazowashereifsomethingwas

wronghewould'veseenitorsensedit,wejust

needtohavealittlebitoffaith.She'sgoingto

come

Hesmiledatme..

Him:Iloveyousoomuch

Me:Iloveyoutoo

_

NKULI

Kali'stownhousewasbeautiful,anditwasina

verysophisticatedandhighclassneighborhood.



Thisguyhasreallydonewellforhimself..

Itwasexactly23:55now,everythingthat

neededtobepreparedwasprepared.The

incarnationwasgoingtotakeplaceinoneof

hisbedroomsthatheturnedintoasatanic

room,therewereportraitsofsomeoneor

somethingonthewall,ithadafaceofagoat.

Therewerehornsonsomesmalltableanda

fewotherthingsthatweredisturbing.Ihadona

blackcloth,itismeanttorepresentthe

darknessthatiscoming.Ilaiddownonanother

blackcloth,therewereblackstonesallaround

me..

Him:Trustme

Hewasholdinganancientbook,abookof

witchcraftspells.Hecutapieceofmyhairand

putitinaholygrail,heprickedmyfingerand

pouredintheblood.Hetookthegrailandputit

nexttothetwoblackcandles.Thisoneisnot

theonethatyouthinkoff,wehaveinvertedour



ownholygrailforevilpurposes.

Hetoreapagefrom thebookandthenlititup,

heputitinthegrailthathadapieceofmyhair

andblood.Hecamebacktomeandputhis

handsabitabovemybody..

Him:Closeyoureyes

Iclosedmyeyes..

Him:ErreginakNiragoitikgoraigotzendueta

gorputzhorrenlepoahartzendu,zerbitzari

leialabaita.(QueenNirariseaboveandtake

ownershipofthisbody,forsheisafaithful

servant)

Itwasquietforawhileandthenthewindow

opened,acoldchillcameinanditputoutthe

candles.Igotscared,Igotreallyscared..

IlookedatKaliandmybodywasliftedupfrom

thefloorbyanunseenforce,asIwentupinthe

airIcouldfeelacoldtouch..



Kali:Denborada!Denborada(Itistime..Itis

time)

Ifeltsomethingtakingchargeofmybody,Ifelt

thatIhadsomeoneorsomethingresidingdeep

insideofme.Ifellbackonthefloor.Iclosedmy

eyesforafewminutesandthenopenedthem

again,Igotupfrom thefloorandlookedaround.

IwasstillinchargeofmybodybutIfelt

different,Iwasfullofhateandanger.Ifeltvery

confidentandverycoldheartedtoo..

Kali:Icannotbelievethis!Youaremuch

strongerthanIthought.Ithoughtthatyouwere

goingtobeNira'svessel,Ithoughtshewas

goingtoruleyouandbeyourmasterinyour

ownbodybutit'stheotherwayaround.Youare

rulingher,thishasneverhappenedbefore.Nira

isaverypowerfuldemonthatGodhimself

lockedaway,andhereyouareyouarerulingher

deepinsideofyou.Hewalkedoverandheldmy

hand..



Him:Nkuliyouareveryspecial

Me:Wehavesomeworktodo

Him:Ofcourse

HewentandgottheknifeandthenIwalkedto

themirror.Themirrorisnotanordinarymirror,

it'smorelikeacrystalballitshowsuswhatwe

supposedtosee.Alotofwitchesintheolden

daysusedthisverymirror..

Me:Erakutsizerbait(Showmesomething)

ThemirrorshowedmeNazoandNomvelo

sleeping,shewassleepingonherchestasif

likenothingwouldharm her.Ifeltresentment,

hate,andjealousytowardswhatIwasseeing.

Concentratingfurthermore,onthispicture

perfectmomentIheardthebaby'sheartbeat..

Me:No!!!!!!!!!

Kali:Yourloveforhim neverdied,yourlovefor

him isnowturningtoxic



Me:Theycanneverbehappy..Never!

Istabbedherthroughthemirrorwiththeknife

thatIwasholding,IstabbedherexactlywereI

heardthebaby'sheartbeat..

Me:No!!!No!!No!!!No!!(Shouting)

Isteppedbackwhilebreathingheavy,themirror

changedandshowedmeDawnandSway...

Kali:Shedoesn'tknowityetbutshe'scarrying

thenextpowerfulExorcist,sheisgoingto

succeedherFather

Me:Thebloodlinehasbeenchanged,it'sgoing

tobeafemaleExorcist

Kali:Shewassupposedtobebornbutthedelay

istoprotectherfrom thisgreatevil,whilst

Nomveloiscarryingahealer

Me:Thebloodlinehasbeenchangedagain.A

femaleExorcist,andNazo'sfirstbornis

supposedtobeahealer?



WiththehelpofNira,shehelpedmetoseeand

knowthingsthatwereveryimportant.

Kali:Thesetwobabiestheyhavetodieorelse

ourkingdom won'trule

IstabbedSwayonthetummy..

Kali:Calm down

Iturnedandlookedathim..

Me:Ourkingdom ishanginginthebalanceof

failureandyoutellingmetocalm down?

Iturnedandlookedatthemirroragain..

Me:ShowmeBonoloRadebe

Kali:Don'tgothere..Don'tgetaheadofyourself

Me:IsaidshowmeZaine'swife!!

Kali:Nkuliwait

ThemirrorshowedmeZaine'swife,whenItried

tostabherIwasknockedoutandIfellacross

theroom,IhitmyheadsobadthatIhada



blackout,theonlythingIrememberbefore

passingoutwasKaliscreaming..

"DamnyouZaineRadebe"

_

NOMVELO

Iwaswokenupbyaverysharppaininmy

tummy,itfeltlikeIwasbeingstabbed

constantly.Iroseupfrom thepillowandputmy

handonmytummy..

Me:Ahhhhhh!!(Screaming)

Myscream wokeNazoup..

Him:What'swrong?

Me:We..We..Ahhhhhh(Screaming)

Hegotoutofbedandwenttoswitchonthe

light,hecamebacktomeandlookedatme.

Him:Talktomewhat'swrong?

Me:Thebaby..Weneedtogotothehospital



Heputhishandonmytummy..

Me:Ahhhhhh(Screaming)

Hequicklywenttogetmynightgownsincemy

PJpantswereshort..

Hetookhisphoneandcalledsomeone..

Me:Ahhhwhatishappening??(Crying)

Nazo:Guguit'sme..WeneedtotakeVeloto

thehospital,somethingiswrong..NowGugu!

Hethenthrewthephoneonthebed..

My:Mybaby..(Crying)

Him:Let'sgetyoutothehospital

_

SWAY

Dawn:AndjustwhenIwasabouttodrivethere,

Malcolm hadgottensomeinformationonthe

client.Itwasjustsleepapnea

Ilaughed..



Me:That'salieisn'tit?

Him:I'm tellingyou

Heyawned..

Me:Areyousurethatyoudon'twannagohome?

Hekissedmyhand..

Him:Iwouldratherbeherewithyou..Soletme

tellyouhowitallen-

Ifeltsomeexcruciatingpaininmytummy..

Me:Awww!!

Dawn:What'swrong?

Me:Idon'tknowb..Ahhh!

Iputmyhandonmytummyasthemonitor

wentoff,thebaby'sheartbeatseemedunstable..

Dawn:Swaywhatisit?

Ishookmyhead..

Me:Idon'tknow..Ifeelsomeseriouspain



Helookedaround..

Him:ShitwhereistheDr?

TheDrrushedinfollwedbyhisstaff..

Me:Whattookyousoolong?Didn'tyouhear

themonitorgoingoff?

Me:Ican'tlosethisbabytoo..

TheDrranhisstethoscopearoundmytummy..

Dawn:Whatishappening?

Dr:Pleasegethim outofhere

Me:I'm notgoinganywhere!

Nurse:Sirplease..

Me:IsaidI'm notgoinganywhere!!!!(yelling)

Dr:OkayweneedtodoaC-sectionrightaway,

OPR1please

Me:Whatishappening?

Theyunhookedallthemachinesandwheeled



mybedoutoftheward,thepainwas

intensifying..

.
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SNAZO

[ExcuseanyErros]

Ilookedatthetimeanditwasaround4am,

GugumadeherwaytowereIwassitting.

ThoughwefoughtbutIwasrelievedthatshe

washere,Iwouldn'tbeabletodothisalone..

Her:Hereisyourcoffee

Me:Thankyou

Wehadnochoicebuttotakehertoournearest

hospitalsinceshewasinalotofpainthatshe

endeduppassingoutinthecar..



Gugu:Theygoingtobefine,Nomveloisvery

strongandIknowthatthebabywilltakefrom

her

Me:There'ssomethingthatIdon'tunderstand

Her:Whatisit?

Me:WhenIputmyhandonhertummyIfelt

somethingorrathersensedsomething,

somethingevilthatwassurroundingher

Her:Howisthatpossible?

Me:ExactlywhatI'm askingmyself,howcan

evilenteratourhousewithawarriorAngel

around.I'm ahealersoprotectionfrom a

warriorAngelisalwaysaround,somethingis

notright.Dawncalledmealsoandtoldmethat

somethingiswithSway,shewasalsoinpain

Gugu:That'sweird..Somethingisdefinitely

wrong

IspottedHelenaaround...



Me:I'llberightback..Ineedsomefreshair

TheDoctorshaven'ttoldusanything,theybeen

withhereversince...

HelenaandIwenttoanexcludedareasothat

wecantalk..

Me:Whatisgoingon?

Her:Niraishere..Shemadeagrandentrance

withSwayandNomvelo

Me:Shefoundavessel?

Her:Yes,butthevesselistheoneoverpowering

Nira

Me:Whoisthevessel?

Shekeptquiet..

Me:Helena!

Her:Nomvelo'scousin..Nkuli

Itookafewstepsbackwhilewipingmymouth..

Me:What?



Her:Shewasaneasytargetandnowshe's

goingtorainterror,shewantsrevenge.She

couldn'ttakethe"Betrayal"well

Icouldn'tbelievewhatIwashearing..

Her:Nazothisisgoingtobeadifficultone,

Nomvelowon'twanttocutherfamilyoffNkuli

isgoingtousethatallcosts

Me:Shehadaccesstomyplace?

Nkuli:Shedidn'thavetoo,sheusedthemirror.

Themirrorthatwasusedinancientwitchcraft

Me:WhywouldNkulidothis?Whynotgofor

medirectly

Her:It'snotonlyNkuliwhowantsrevenge,

Luciferwantstostopyourgiftfrom being

passedontoyournexgenerationbykillingyour

unbornbaby

Me:Doeshehaveavessel?

Her:Yes..Kali



Me:Kali?

Her:Themultimillionaire

Me:I'llbedammed!

Iwalkedaway..

Her:Nazodon'teventhinkaboutit..Goingafter

Luciferinthisstatewon'tsolveanythingyou

willjustendupwithamurdercaseofkillingan

innocentman.KaliisnotLucifer,Kaliisavessel

Me:Ifheavenisnotgoingtohelpme,I'lldoit

myself

Her:Thisiswhyyourwifeishereinthefirst

place,youdisconnectingfrom usNazo.Your

angerisovershadowingyoufrom usyoucan't

fightwhatisofspiritphysically,fightingKali

physicallywon'tstophim from doingwhathe

wantstodoitwilljustgivehim couragetodo

more.Thisiswhattheywant,foryoutobe

emotionallybroken



Me:Helenathisisserious!I'm abouttolosemy

familywhatam Isupposedtodoprayaboutit?

Whilewedoingthattheywillbeonthenext

step!

Her:Snazocalm down,gobacktowhatyou

believein.Ifyouwannasaveyourbabyandyour

wifethendothistherightway.Weallherefor

youandwegonnawinthiswaronlyifyoustay

focused

_

DAWN

Zainefoundmepacingupanddowninthe

corridor,noonehassaidanythingtome.Sway

hasbeenthereforawhilenowandIhavebeen

forbiddentogoinseeingthatIwasunderalot

ofstress..

Zaine:Heyman

Webumpedshoulders..



Him:Areyougood?Howisshe?

Me:Theynotsayinganythingasyet

Zaine:Nazocalledme,thesamethingis

happeningtohiswifetoo

Dawn:Hetoldmethattoo

Zaine:Youknowwhatthisisright?It'sa

spiritualattackmeaningNiraisroamingthe

Earth

Me:Sheishereandsheisgoingtobring

destruction

ThedooropenedandtheDrcameoutwithone

oftheNurses..

Hecametousandlookedatus,Idon'tthinkI

haveeverbeenthisscaredbeforeinmylife

Him:MrBaker..Wouldyouliketomeetyour

Daughter

Everythingjustfroze..



Him:BoththebabyandtheMotheraregoingto

beokay,boththegirlsdidokay

IlookedatDawn..

Him:I'llbehere

IfollowedtheDrbacktotheOperatingroom.

Dr:Youcould'vemetthem inthewardbutI

figuredyoucan'twait

TheNursecameandhandedmemyDaughter..

Her:Hereyougo

Ilookedatherandshewastinybutvery

adorable..

Dr:Sheisonehealthyandstrongbabyboy

IwasveryemotionalImeanIhavebeenwaiting

forthisdayforalongtimenow..

Ilookedacrosstheroom andIsawHelena,she

smiledatmeandIjustbowedmyheadalittle

andshedisappeared...



Dr:Let'smovethem backtotheirwardsothat

theMothercanrest

FinallymyDaughterishere..

_

NOMVELO

Welistenedveryattentively..

Dr:Onestrongheartbeat

NazoandGuguwererelieved..

Nazo:Sowhataboutthepainthatshewas

feeling?

Dr:WedidtestsandIkeptherhereonthe

monitorforawhileandmedicallythere's

nothingwrongwithher,whenshewasbrought

intherewasnoevidenceofbleedingevennow

she'snotbleedingandthebabyisfine

Gugu:That'sverygood..That'sgoodnews

Nazo:Howareyoufeeling?



Me:Justtiredandsleepy..Iwannagohome

andsleep

Gugu:Canwetakeherhomewithus?

Dr:Yes

Nazo:Younotfeelinganypain?

Me:No..Ifeelfine

Dr:Justtakeiteasy,she'sstillinherfirst

trimesterandshe'sveryvulnerable.Shedoesn't

needstress

Nazo:We'llmakesurethatshedoesn'tstress

Dr:Shecangohome

Gugu:ThankyouDr

IwasveryrelievedwhenIheardthatmybabyis

okay,thatpainIfeltIthoughtthatthebaby

wasn'tgoingtomakeit.IthankGodthathe

loweredhishandandsavedmybaby

Myfaithandtrustinhim keepsongetting



strongerandstronger..

_

NKULI

IstillfeltabitOozyfrom thatfall,myheadwas

aching.KaliwasgettingreadyforworkandI

wasgettingreadytogohomeagain.

Kali:Howareyoufeeling?

Me:I'llsurvive

Him:YouneedtobecarefulZaineis

emotionallyandspirituallystrong,hedoesn'tlet

anythingbreakhim.Ifsomethinghappenshe

fastsandpraysharder.Youwereluckywith

DawnandNazo,witheverythingthat'sbeen

happeningtheyhadacrack,acrackthat

allowedustoattack.Thoughbecarefulwith

Nazo,whenhestrikesbackspirituallyherains

warriorAngelsandthelastthingwewantishim

summoningtheArchangelMichael,myBrother



Me:Wearenotwinning,Nomvelo'sbabyisokay

andDawn'sbabywasdeliveredsafely.Idon't

eventhinkthatwegoingtowinthiswar

Him:Don'teventhinkaboutwinningthewar,

thinkaboutwinningthebattle.Nazoistheone

temperingwithmykingdom,hegiveshope,

faith.Doyouknowhowmanypeopleturned

theirlivesaroundeversincehestartedbeinga

preacher?AllthoseIhadastampofownership

onchangedtheirmindswithcommitting

suicide,theynowhavehopeandtheybelieve.

SomethingthatIdidn'twantthem todo!!!I'm

losingmanysoulsbecauseofhim andnot

forgettinghim healingthesick

Me:Thiswholethingisupsetting

Him:Calm downwewillgetthere,eventhough

theywillbemorealertthistimearoundbutwe

mastersoftrickssowewillwinthebattleafter

all



_

SWAY

ItriedtomovebutIwasinpainandIwas

drowsy..

Me:Dawn..

Hecametome..

Him:Heytakeiteasy

Me:Whathappened?Isthebabyokay?

Him:Youdidverywell..Sheisokayshemadeit

Me:CanIseeher?Iwannaseeher

Him:Letmehelpyoutositupstraightfirst

Hehelpedmetositupwithpillowssupporting

myback,andthenhegother.

Hegentlyhandedhertome..

Dawn:Shesleepsalot

IlookedatherandIwasoverwhelmed,afterall



thestressandthedelayssheishere.

Me:Sheissoadorable

Dawn:TheNursesaidshe'sgonnacomeand

showyouhowtobreastfeed,shouldIcallher?

Oryouwannarestmore?

Me:NoIjustwannaholdherforawhile

Him:OkayIwillgoandgettheNurse

Hekissedmeonmyforeheadandthenwalked

out.IlookedatmybabyIcouldn'tstopthetears,

sheismyAngelthatcameattherighttime..

.

Tobecontinued

Notedits

Lunchsnack
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NOMVELO

Nazo:Anotherbite



Me:Babewefull

Him:Justonelastbite

Me:I'm seriousthere'snospaceforanything

anymore

Heputthefoodaway.Hehasbeenvery

cautiouswithmeeversincewegotbackfrom

thehospital,hewouldwatchmeasIsleep,feed

meconstantlyaskifI'm okay.Ifounditvery

heartwarmingtoknowthatmeandthebaby

matterthatmuchtohim,butitwasabit

annoyinghowhecouldn'tevengivemespace

tobreath..

Me:We'refine

Heheldmyhand..

Him:Idon'tknowwhatIwould'vedoneifIlost

youguys

Me:Westrongerthanthat

Myphonerang,itwasclosetohim sohegotit



forme.Helookedatitforawhile..

Me:Babe?

Hegaveittome,ItwasNkuli..

Me:Nkuli

Her:HeyVelohowareyou?

Me:I'm wellandyou

Her:I'm goodtoo

Ididn'texpecttogetacallfrom her,especially

witheverythingthat'sbeenhappening..

Her:Iwascallingtoseeifyouokaybecause

honestlyI'm justtiredoffightingwithyou

Me:Ohw

Her:Imissourrelationship,wewereveryclose

andthere'ssomuchthatIwannatellyoubutI

can'tbecauseofhowthingsarebetweenus

Thiswasabitoff,Nkulihumblingherself?

Her:I'm sorryVeloforeverythingandrightnowI



haveanewmaninmylifeIwannatellyou

aboutbutIcan'tbec-

Me:Wait..Youhaveanewman?

Her:YesIdo

Me:WowI..

Her:IfwecanmeetupI'lltellyouallabouthim

Me:Yeah..Weshould

Her:You'llcallmethenandletmeknoworyou

cancomehere

Me:Okaywewilltalk

Her:Bye

Me:Bye

IlookedatNazo...

Me:WowNkulisaysshehasanewman

Him:Shedoes?

Me:Yesshedoes..Seemslikeshehasfinally



movedonfrom you

Him:Youtrustmeright?

Me:YesIdo

Him:Ineedafavourfrom you

Me:Whatfavour?

Him:PleaseIdon'twantyoutovisityourhouse

whenthere'snoonearoundbutNkulionly

Ididn'tunderstandwhathewantedtosay

exactly..

Him:Oraskhertocomehereifshewannasee

you

Me:Gugudoesn'twantherherethough

Him:NomveloIknowyoustubbornbutplease

justforoncetrustme,nevermeetuNkulialone

inanisolatedplace.Ifshewantstoseeyoushe

willcomehereoryoutwowillmeetinapublic

placesiyezwana?(doweunderstandeachother)



Me:Yes

Him:IwilltalktoGugu

Me:Okay

Him:Letmebath..Ineedtogotothehospital..

Swaygavebirthtoababygirl

Me:CanIcomealong?

Him:Ain'ty

yousupposedtoberesting?

Me:Please..I'm tiredofresting

Helookedatmeforawhile..

Him:Okayyoucancomealong

Me:Thankyou

_

TUMI

IreallyenjoyspendingtimewithShine,he

makesmehappyandmakesmeforgetabout



whatI'm goingthroughathome.WhenI'm with

him,hemakesmeblockoutallthenegativity

andjustfocusonthemoment.Iam notreally

sureaboutthenatureofourrelationshipbutit

seemsasiflikewearesomething,something

exclusive..

There'salotofthingsthatShinegetmisjudged

on,andI'm suresexisoneofthem.Idon't

wannalieIthoughthissexgamewasjust

gonnabeboringtoobutIswallowedmywords

onthefirstround.Idon'tknowhowandIdon't

knowwhyIdecidedtodroptheballandopened

mylegsforhim,ormaybehistouchisabit

paralyzingandhiskissesspikeupmysexual

hormones.HormonesthatIthoughtweredead.

Atfirstitwaspainfulconsideringthefactthatit

hasbeenawhilesinceIlastgotsome,Ieven

consideredmyselfasecondaryvirginandthe

condom madethingsworse.Ijustwantedhim

tostopbutheconvincedmeotherwiseupuntil



pleasurekickedin.Idon'tknowhowhaving

lunchintheofficeonthesmallcouchturned

intomebeinglunch..

_

NKULI

IwalkeduptomyGrandmothershewas

watchingTV..

Me:Koko

Shelookedatme..

Isatdownacrossher..

Me:Thismightsoundabitoffbut...

Shestilllookedatmewaitingformeto

proceed..

Me:Iwasthinkingthatwecanplanaholiday,

you,meandNomvelo.Aholidaysothatwecan

fixwhat'shappeningbetweenusbecause

honestlyeverythingthat'shappeningbe

happening.NomveloandIweallthatwegoing



tohavewhenyougone,shemightbemarried

yesbutwetheoneslefttomakesurethatwe

continuetheNgcobolegacy..

Her:That'swhatyousaidBeforeNkuli,howcan

Itrustyounow?Thelasttimeuzewathi

uzohambanamiesontweni(Thelasttimeyou

saidyougoingtogotochurchwithme)

Me:IknowKokobutthistimeI'm serious,I

evencalleduNomvelo

Shegottheremote..

Her:Asazi..Sizobonangawe(Wedon'tknowwe

willhearfrom you)

Theonlywaythatwegoingtowinthebattleisif

IwinNomveloover..

_

TUMI

WehadtworoundsandIwasgladfrom my

sidethatnoclientcamein,whatam Isaying



thoughbecauseweputonthe"Closed"sign.

Hekissedmeagain..

Me:Weneedtogobacktowork

Hekissedmeagainwhilesqueezingmybreasts

andIstoppedhim..

Him:OkSharpke

Hesteppedawayfrom measIstateddressing

up.HormoneswerehighIdon'twanthim

thinkingthatI'm likethoseloosegirlsthathe

hadbeenwithbefore.Thiswasvery

embarrassingformeandIwasregrettinga

little,Igaveituptoofast..

AfterdressingupIquicklywentbacktomy

workingstation.Ikeptmyselfbusyjustasto

avoidhim..

_

SNAZO

WegottothehospitalandSwaylookedabit



tired,Dawnwaswalkingaroundthewardwhile

holdingthebaby..

Me:Doyoueverputherdown?

Hechuckled,VeloandImadeourwayin..

Dawn:Whatareyouguysdoinghere?

Me:Idon'tknowwecametopushtime

becausewethatbored?

Nomvelomovedcloser..

Velo:Sheissooadorable

Dawn:Wannaholdher?

Velo:Yesplease

Shetookhim from Dawn..

Velo:Lookather,issocuteandherskinisvery

soft

Me:Congratulations

Dawn:Thankyou



Sway:Nazo

Iwalkeduptoher..

Me:Ithoughtthatyouweresleeping

Her:IsleepandthenIwakeup,IforgotthatI

can'ttossandturnwithouthurtingmyself

Me:Yougoingtobeokay

Her:Ihopeso

(Silence)

Her:Isthatyourwife?

Me:Yes

Her:Sheispretty

Me:Thankyou

Her:Nothankyouforbeingmymidwifethatleft

mestranded

Ilaughed..

Me:Attheendofthedayshecame



Her:That'sallthatmatters

DawnandSwaycamecloser..

Velo:YouhaveabeautifulDaughter

Sway:Thankyou

Swaylookedatme..

Her:That'srude..Younotevengoingto

introduceus

Me:WellyouguysarehittingitoffprettywellI

didn'tthinkanintroductionwasnecessary

Wealllaughed..

Thiswasabeautifulmoment,whycan'tlifebe

thisbeautifulatalltimes???

_

NKULI

Ilookedatthem throughthemirrorhavingthat

"Beautifulmoment"Ihadbroughtasmallmirror

from thecollectionthatKalihadsothatIcan



seewhat'sgoingon..

Beautifulmomentitwasindeed,butthey

shouldneverthinkthatit'sover.I'm gonnarain

terrorsoon..

.

Tobecontinued

Noedits

Idon'tknowwhatwegoingtodowithsexual

scenesbecauseIdisabledmyinboxsince

peoplebeeninboxingmethatIshouldkeepmy

insertscleanfrom sexualscenesastheytrying

topurifythemselveswiththisstory..Theysee

thestorymoreofachurchthanamere

entertainment..

Nextinsertlater..

Pleasenotetheinsertisshortonpurpose..
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NOMVELO

AFEW MONTHSLATER

Me:IthinkthatitwillworkifIcanshortenitat

thefront

Her:Ithinksotoo

Me:I'llbeback

Iwalkedovertogetthepillowandpins..

Me:OkayI'lljustpinitabitjusttoseewhatI'm

workingwith

Her:Noproblem

Ithrewthepillowdownandkneelingonitwasa

mission,IkeptontryingtogetdownbutI

couldn't.Mytummydidn'tallowme,Iwas

exactly7monthspregnantnow..

Me:SorryI'llgetitright

Her:Don'tworryaboutdoingthatIgetyour



conceptandwereyougoingwithit

Iexhaled..

Her:Iknowhowitfeels

Me:Ican'twaitforhim tocome..I'm already

tired

Shelaughed..

Her:Istillcan'tbelievethatIhavemetyou

WellNazohasbeenmakingwaveslatelyand

roundaboutnowIcan'tevengoouttogetlunch

withoutsomeonenoticingme,Ineverthought

thathecouldbecomethispopular.

HissermonsonYouTubehegetsnolessthan

500000viewsglobally,thehighesthehashit

was2millviews.Heisfeaturedeverynowand

thenonthePurgatorychannel,hehasbeenvery

busyforthepastfewmonthsIhardlyeven

spendtimewithhim...

Sarahwalkeduptous..



Sarah:Everythingokay?

Me:EverythingisokayIjustcan'tkneel

Sarah:I'llhelpwiththat

Me:Thankyou

Sarah:Yoursaladandjuiceareintheoffice

Me:ThankyouI'llgoandeat

Ilookedatourclient..

Me:I'm reallysorryabouteverything

Her:It'sokayyoudon'thavetoapologize

thoughI'm saddenedyourefusingtotakea

picturewithme

Me:Lookatme..Ilookhorrible(Laughing)

Client:Thatisnottrue..Youlookbeautiful

Me:Youjustbeingnice

Sarah:Whatam Isupposedtodohere?

Me:Youcan-



Itriedbendingbutshequicklyexclaimed..

Sarah:Okayokayokay!!Youcanjusttellme

IendeduptakingthejobattheBoutique,Ihave

beenworkinghereeversince.Sarahand

Richardaresosweet,Ihaveahealthy

relationshipwithbothofthem..

Me:Letmegoeatmysalad

GugumakessurethatIeatcerealat8am

beforeIleave,whenIgettoworkIeatasalad

anddrinkjuiceat10am.At13:00Ieatlunch,at

16:00beforeknockingoffIeatsomething.Iam

notcomplainingwithhowtheyfeedingmebut

theproblem isthatitdoesn'thelpmewithmy

weight..Snazo'sfamilyhasbeensoosupportive

thatevenwhenhe'snotaroundIdomisshim

butnotthatmuch,theyalwaysthereforme.

WithregardstomyfamilyNkuliandIour

relationshiphasbeenmoretelephonically,My

Grandmothercomesovertovisitmeand



DangerpassesbytoobutNkulishehasnever

cameevenwhenGugugaveherpermission.As

IwasbusyeatingmysaladRichardwalkedin.

Hetookoffhisglasses.

RichardisexactlylikeNazo,heisverycharming,

funny,andveryforward..

Him:Whotoldyouthatyoufat?

Me:Noone

Him:Youeatsaladsalot

Me:Idoeatfoodjustthateverytimewhenyou

comeI'm eatingasalad

Henoddedwhilecurvinghislip..

Him:Igetitnow..Iunderstand

Ilaughed..

Me:SoNazoisgoingtofetchmetodayafter

work

EversinceIstartedworkingatO'Nails,Nazo



hasneverbeenherebefore,Ialwaysdrive

myselfandtodayithappensthatmycarhad

goneforserviceandGuguonlydrovemeto

workbutlatershewillbebusysoSnazohasto

fetchme.SpeakingofNazoIhaven'tseenhim

foramonthnow,hehasn'tbeenaroundhewent

onafastingcampwithZaine,Dawn,AndBadru

theyonlycomingbacktoday.Imissedhim alot

becauseespeciallysincetherewasnophone

calls,nothing.Theytotallyshutoutthewhole

world.Theyhavenevertakensuchafasting,a

wholeentiremonth?Ihopetheystillalive..

Him:Gugutoldme

Me:Howdoyoufeelaboutthat?

Him:Idon'tknowhowtofeelaboutthat,Iam

hopingforthebest

Me:Metoo

Him:Haveyouguysstartedworkingonthe

nursery?



Me:Nowehaven't..Wedon'thaveenough

spaceandIdon'twantustochangeNiso's

room intoonebecausethenit'llbeadistance

Him:Howaboutyouguysmoveinwithme?OrI

cangetyouguysahouse

Me:Wecangetourownhousethankyou

Him:OhhhsoomuchshadeIcan'tevensee

HeputonhisglassesasIlaughed..

Me:Wecan'tgetahousebecausewenotsure

ifwegoingtomove

Him:Thenhowaboutmovinginwithme?

Me:Nazomightneveragree

Him:Thesadtruth

Hehitthetablealittle..

Him:LetmegoIhavealottodobutI'llbehere

beforeyouleave

Me:Okaywewillseeyouthen



Hewavedgoodbyeandleft...

_

SNAZO

Iwashappytobebackhome,thefastingwent

wellIwon'tliebutIwasgladtobeback.We

werelivingonnothingbutlightthingssuchas

fruits,juice,fishandwhatnot.Itwashardat

firstbutastimewentonitgotabitbetter,we

hadthepresenceofHelena,wewerevery

connectedtoHeaven.Itwasanamazing

experienceIwon'tlie..

WhenIopenedthedooritwasasiflikeGugu

heardme,Iwaswelcomedbyaverynicesmell..

Her:Andthereheis

Shehadanaprononasshemadeherwayto

me..

Her:Iam sogladthatyouhome

Shehuggedme..



Her:I'vemissedyou

Shebrokethehugandlookedatme..

Her:Atleastyoudidn'tlosealotofweight

Ichuckled..

Me:I'm good

Her:Howdiditgo?

Me:Itwentwell

Iwentandopenedthefridge,Isawacake..

Me:Whatarewecelebrating?

Her:You'veforgotten?

Me:Forgottenwhat?

Her:Nomvelois7monthspregnantnow

Me:Wegonnacelebratethattoo?

Her:Wegonnahaveadeliciousdinnerthat'sall

Me:Howisshe?

Her:Sheisdoingwellshehasbeenmissingyou



Me:I'vebeenmissinghertoo

Her:Uhm canIrunsomethingbyyou

Me:Whatisit?

Her:CanyoupickupNomvelofrom work?I

can'tfetchherI'm goingsomewhere

Me:Whathappenedtohercar?

Her:It'sbeingserviced

Ilookedather..

Her:It'snotasetup,khonalangiyakhona(I'm

goingsomewhere)

Me:OkayI'llgoandfetchher

(Silence)

Me:HowisthewholesituationwithNkuli?

Her:Akakezi(Shehasn'tbeenhere)

IhadtoldGugueverythingaboutNkuli..

Her:TherewasatimeIsawhermarashestood



atthegateshecouldn'twalkin

Me:That'sgood

Her:KodwaNazoshouldn'tyoutellherthetruth?

Me:No..She's7monthspregnantnow,she'son

herlasttrimesterIdon'twannastresshershe

mightgivebirthtoapremature.Let'sjustkeep

itlikethiswithNkulifornowjustuntilshecan

givebirth,Imeanwewereabletokeepitthus

far

Her:Okay..Iunderstand

Me:Thankyou

_

TUMI

Thingswerelookinggoodbetweenmeand

Shine,wewereofficiallydatingandspending

moretimewitheachother.Iam comfortable

withourrelationship,Iam happywithhim and

everythingisjustpeaceful.Ilikespendingtime



withMpumi,Idovisithishouseeverynowand

then.Mamezalaisaverykindperson,whenI

firstmetherIwasveryintimidatedbutnowwe

good..

Me:Mpumi

Shelookedatme..

Ishookmyhead..

Me:No

Sheshookherheadtoo..

Her:No

Me:No

Shemovedtoanotherdepartmentwhichwas

thevegetablestand.Sinceshecanstandupby

balancingwiththingsandtakingthosefew

stepssheisverynaughty..

Todaywasmydayoff,SoIdecidedtosleep

overjustsoIcanspendadaywithMpumi..



Mamezalawalkedin..

Her:Areyouladiesready?

Me:Yesweare

IpickedMpumiup..

Mamezala:Let'sgothen

Weweregoingouttothemalltodosome

shopping..

Mamezala:Iforgotmycarkeys..I'm coming

ShewentbackasMpumiandIstoodatthe

gate,afeweyeswereonus.Somegirlswho

werestandingnotfarfrom uswerebusy

gossipingaboutme,youcanjusttellwhen

someoneisgossipingaboutyou.Theywere

evenstillontheirPJsatthistime..

_

SWAY

IenjoyedeverythingaboutbeingaMother,



breastfeedingandwatchinghersleepweremy

twobestmoments.EveryminuteIjustwanted

tospenditwithher.Dawn'sMotherwasaround

shehasbeenhereeversinceDawnleftforthe

campfasting,IlovemyMotherinlawalotbut

shecanbetoomuchattimes.Aweekwithher

isenough,sheistoofussyandalwaysonyour

throat.She'sokaytovisitforaweekortwo..

Me:Andwhatdowehavehere,let'ssee

ThedooropenedandDawnmadehiswayin

Me:Lookwhoishere..Daddyishere

Dawnputhisbagdownandcametous..

Him:Hellopumpkin

Hetookherfrom me..

Me:Becarefulshe'sfull

Iputsmalltowelonhisshoulder..

Me:Justforincase



Him:Justforincase

Hepulledmecloserandkissedme..

Him:I'vemissedyouguys

Me:We'vemissedyoutoo

MrsB:MySonisback

Irolledmyeyes..

Me:Herewego

Dawnlaughed..

Her:Howareyousweetheart?

Dawn:I'm goodMa

ShetriedtohugherbutAngelwasstandingin

theway..IgotAngelfrom him sothattheycan

hug..

MrsB:I'm gladyouback,andyoubacksafe

Dawn:MetooMa..It'sgoodthatyoubeenhere

thewholetime



MrsB:Ohhdon'tmentionit..Thegirlsneeded

me

Irolledmyeyesagain..

MrsB:Come..Letmommymakeyou

somethingtoeat

Andjustlikethat,AngelandInolonger

mattered..

_

NOMVELO

IhadaccidentallycutmyselfonmyfingerandI

wasbleeding,Iwenttothesinktoputmyfinger

underrunningwater.Ilookedatthecutitwasn't

deepbutitwasabitpainful.Itookthepaper

towelandsqueezeditaroundmyfinger..

Me:Comeon..

ThebleedinghastostopbecauseIcan'ttouch

people'sclotheswithblood.Imademywayout

andwenttoSarah..



Me:Sarah

Her:Yes?

Me:CanIgetagauzeorabandaid,I

accidentallycutmyself

Her:Isitthatbad?

Me:Yasortoff..Ican'tstopbleeding

Her:Okayletmesee

Sheheldmyhandandremovedthepapertowel..

Her:Wheredidyoucutyourself?

Me:Her..

Ilookedatmyfingerandthecutwasgone..

Me:That'sweird

Her:Areyoufeelingabittiredmaybe?

Me:NoI..

Ilookedather..

Me:MaybeI'm abittiredIdon'tknow



Her:Youshouldrestabit,takeiteasywithmy

Nephewpleasemommy

Sheputherhandonmytummy..

Ifakedasmile..

Me:Iwill

Thatwasweird..

_

DAWN

Sway:Here

Ilookedatthevideo..

Sway:Everydayatexactly2am shecries

hysterical,atfirstIthoughtitwasnothingbut

now..Idon'tknow

IlookedatthevideoagainandIcouldseethat

therewasanevilentityrightnexttohercribbut

itcouldn'ttouchheroranythingbecauseshe

wasprotectingherselfinaway.Hercrieswould



pushitaway..

Sway:Sowhatdoyouthink?

Me:Ican'tseeanything

Her:Areyousure?

Me:Yes

Mom:Itoldyouit'snormalforbabiestowake

upatnightandcry..Youreadingtoomuchinto

this

Me:Andyouwouldknowthatright?

Mom:Youalwaysoverreacting

Me:AllowmetoraisemybabytherewayIwant

please

Whentheystart,theyneverstop.Imovedaway

from them withAngellayingonmyshoulder.I

putmyhandonherback,thatwassurprising

howissheabletodothat?

.



Tobecontinued

MeetAngelBaker

116

SNAZO

IspentmydayrestingbeforeIcouldgoand

pickupNomvelofrom work,Eversinceshe

startedworkingattheboutiqueIhavebeen

avoidingdrivinghertoworkbecauseIdidn't

wannahaveanyawkwardencounterswith

Richard.AsmuchasIgaveupthehateandthe

angerthatIhadforhim,thatdon'tmeanthings

aregoingtobeabadofrosesbetweenus.

Whatonearthareweevengoingtotalkabout?

Timeforhim topulluphisboxersandbea

fathertomehaslongpassed,Iam abouttobe

aFathermyselfandIdon'tseemeandRichard

beinganything.

Iputonmywristwatchafterawellneeded

showerthatItook,Iwasonmywaytofetchher



whenasoftknockdisturbedme.Theperson

knockeddirectlyatmyroom insteadofthe

mainhouse,Iwalkeduptothedoortoopen.It

wasMantwa,it'sbeenawhilesinceIlastsaw

her..

Me:Mantwa?

Her:Hey

Iletherin,itwasanawkwardmoment.Iwasin

myjeans,sneakers,andIwasstillyettoputon

atshirtoramusclevest..

Her:It'sgoodtoseeyou

Me:Goodtoseeyoutoo

Her:Idon'tevengetahugorsomething?

Ihuggedher..

Me:Sowhatbringsyouhere?

Her:Firstandforemostcongratulations,youa

bigshotnow



SheslightlypunchedmeonmyshoulderandI

chuckled..

Me:Thankyou

Her:I'vealwaysknownthatyouweredestined

forgreatthings

Me:YaI'm stillsurprisedatthedirectionthat

mylifetook

Her:Anyway..I'm heretoinviteyoutomy

wedding

Shegavemetheinvitation..

Me:Yougettingmarried?

Her:Yeap..ThisSaturday

Me:WowI..Whoistheluckyguy?

Her:DrPatel..HeisIndian

Thatcameoffasasurprise..

Me:Ireallydon'tknowwhattosay

Her:Congratulationsmaybe?



Ihuggedheragain..

Me:Congratulations

Her:YouwillletGuguknow

Me:Iwill

Her:Isshearound?Becausethesecuritydoor

islocked

Me:Noshe'snotaround..I'llletherknow

Her:Thankyou

(Silence)

Her:Bringalongyourwife

Me:Iwillhopeshewillgetadressatsuchshort

notice

Her:Ohwkanashe'spregnant

Ilookedather..

Her:SawheronTVandIfollowheron

Instagram andTwitter



Me:Ohwyoudo?

Her:Yesshepostsmotivationalmessagesand

afewgoodpics

Me:Ididn'tknowthat

Her:Ihaven'tseenyouonInstaandTwitter?

Me:YaI'm notonany

Her:Why?

Me:Iwon'thavetimeforsuchplussocial

networkingformecanbetheotherwayround,

toomuchunnescandals

Her:That'ssad

Me:ButIam onWhatsApp..That'sgottacount

forsomething

Shelaughed..

Her:Thatdoesn'tcountforanything

Ilookedatthetime..

Her:Goingsomewhere?



Me:Yes..I'm fetchingmywifefrom work

Her:Okaythenletmego

Me:Thankyouforinvitingme

Her:Noproblem andpleasebringalongthe

beautifulwife

Me:Iwill

Her:She'slucky..Iwishsomeofuswerethat

luckytoo

Nowtheconversationhajustgottenweird..

Me:WellyoumarryingaDr,sobetweenyouand

herIdon'tknowwhoismorelucky

Shelaughedagain..

Her:SeeyouonSaturday

Me:Saturdayitis

Shewalkedout..

_



TUMI

WepackedawaythegrocerieswithMpumi

beinghernauthyselfasalways..

Mamezala:I'm gladyouhereTumi,youmade

everythingeasierforme

Me:Youwelcome

Aswewerebusypackingawaythegroceries

thedoorflungopen,Shine'sbabyMamaflewin.

Shedidn'twalkrightin,sheflewinshewas

worsethanatornado.Shewasn'talone,she

wasaccompaniedbysomelady..

Shelookedatmeasiflikeshewantedtokillme,

theotherladystoodbehindher..

Sbosh:Ngizolandaumntwanawam'(I'm here

forfetchmychild)

Shewasinafightingmoodandshewasvery

loud,whichinturnscaredMpumi..

Iwentandpickedherupasshewascrying..



Mamezala:Howdareyou?Howdareyouwalk

intomyhouselikethatwithoutrespect?

Burstinginherelikeit'sasheeben?

Sbosh:Howd..Howd..YazinibuyelaaNigeria

oreZimbabwenjelaphoubuyakhona(goback

toNigeriaorZimbabwewhereveritisthatyou

comefrom)

Shelookedattheotherlady..

Sbosh:AwuthatheuMpumi(TakeMpumi)

Thefriendwalkedovertome..

Her:Sicelaumntwana(givemethebaby)

Ididn'tknowhowtoreactvevaIam nota

personwholikesfighting..

Mamezala:Getout!!Getout!!

Friend:Lethaumntwana(Givemethebaby)

SheforcefullytookMpumifrom meandMpumi

wascryinghysterical..



ItriedtotakeherbackbutthebabyMama

pulledoutaknife..

Her:Ngizok'gwazaungaqali..Ungaqali(I'llstab

you..Don'tevenstart)

Friend:Eyyyasambe(let'sgo)

TheyleftwithMpumistillcryinglikethere'sno

tomorrow..

_

NKULI

KaliandIwewerehavinglunchathisofficeand

thelunchwasdepressingbecausewehadjust

foundoutthatthebabieshavetappedintotheir

powers.Ididn'tunderstand,anditdidn'tmake

sense.Istoodupandwalkedovertothe

window,tochecktheview

Me:Itlookslikewefailing

Him:Wenotfailing

Hegotupandcametome..



Him:Thisisabigrevelationandnowourplans

havechanged,wedon'thavetokillthebabybut

wecanturnhim evil.Withhisgiftdoyouknow

whathecandoforus?Andthelittleexorcistif

weturnherevilshecanturnherevilshecankill

angelsforusandthelittlehealer

Heputhishandsonmyshoulders..

Him:Hisgiftcandotheopposite,insteadof

healinghecaninfect.JustimagineSonagainst

theFatherandDaughteragainstherFather

Iturnedandlookedathim..

Me:Youmakeitsoundsosimple

Him:Itis..Allyouhavetodoisgetcloserto

yourcousin,she's7monthspregnantthebaby

canstillsurviveeventhoughit'sapremature

Me:Ican'tevengettoherplace

Him:Youwon'thavetoo..Howaboutwemake

Grandmotherdearestsick,thatwayyouandher



willalwaysbeclose.Youwillbesidebyside

whilecryingforyourGrandmothertogetbetter

Me:Nazoisahealer,doyouforget?

Heputhishandsonmythroat...

Him:Ibrokeyououtbecauseyouthebest,don't

makemeregret

Hetightenedhisgrip..

Him:Weneedtogetthatbabyfrom her

stomachandraiseitasourown,howyoudo

thatIdon'tcare!ButIwantthatbabyarewe

clear?

Inodded..

Me:Crystal

Heleanedoverandkissedme..

_

MANTWA

Everythingwassetforthewedding,notalot



wasleft.Istillcan'tbelievethatthisweekendI'll

begettingmarried.Iwaslostdeepinmy

thoughtsasmycousinandIwentforcake

tasting,Icouldn'tstopthinkingaboutNazo.

Cousin:Sowhatdoyouthinkaboutthevelvet

cake?

(Silence)

SheshookmeandIlookedather..

Her:Velvet?

Iglanceddownatthepieceofcake..

Me:Ohhya..Thevelvetcake

Her:Areyoualright?

Iputthefolkdown..

Me:IwenttogiveNazohisinvitation

Her:Youdidwhat?

Me:Iinvitedhim tothewedding

Her:YouknowhowAuntyfeelsabouthim



Me:Ireallydon'tcareabouthowMom feels

Sheshookherhead..

Iexhaled..

Me:Idon'tknowwhat'sgoingonbut..Ithink

thatfrom mysidethefeelingsthatIhadforhim

arestillthere,whenhewasfirstrealizinghis

giftIwasthereforhim.Nowheisabigshot

and..I'm supposedtobetheonenexttohim,I

wasthereforhim

Her:Mantwa..Patelisaverygoodmanandhe

lovesyouwithallhisheart,pleasedon'truin

yourhappinessforsomeonewhoishappywith

someoneelse..Pleasecuz

Ireallydidn'tknowwhatwashappeningwith

me..

_

NOMVELO

Richardwasbeinghiscrazyself,busypulling



outafewjokesandmakinguslaugh.

Wesawoneoftheassistantsmakingherway

tous,shewasfollowedbyNazo.Allthelaugher

siezedasIdidn'tknowwhatwasgoingto

transpirebetweenNazoandhisDad

Assistant:Sorrytodisturbbutsomeoneishere

foryou

DespitetheawkwardnessIwasveryhappyto

seehim,hehasbeengoneforawhilenowand

I'vemissedhim soomuch..

Iwentandhuggedhim..

Me:Welcomeback..I'vemissedyou

Him:I'vemissedyoutoo

Hekissedmeonthecheekaswebrokethe

hug..

Me:Atleastyoucamebackinonepiece

Hechuckled.Nowitwasuptometodo

introducethem toeachother..



Me:Uhm..ThisisRichardhe,heistheonewho

runstheplaceandthat'shisDaughterSarahthe

headdesigner.Iworkcloselywithher

Snazolookedatthem asmyheartstartedto

beatabnormally,heextendedhishandto

Richardforahandshake..

Snazo:Nicetomeetyou

Richardshookhisheadandnodded,Hedidthe

samewithSarah..

Sarah:It'sgoodtofinallymeetyou

Nazo:Likewise

Hethenlookedatme..

Him:Areyoureadytogo?

Me:YesIam..

IwentandtookmybagthenIhuggedSarah..

Me:Seeyoutomorrow

Sarah:ByeBabe



IhuggedRichardtooasheslightlyhitmeonmy

forehead..

Him:Seeyoutomorrowlittleelephant

Me:Thereyougoagain

Welaughed..

Me:Bye

Richard:Bye

Snazoheldmyhandandwewalkedout..

.
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TUMI

OnethingthatIdidn'twantwastobestabbed

todeathbyanuncivilisedhoodrat,Istillcan't

believethatshepulledoutaknifeinfrontofher

ownDaughter.WhatkindofaMotherwoulddo



that?IknowthatShineishoodIjustdidn'tthink

hewouldgoforsuchapsychopath.Ipacked

mythingsbackintomysmallbag,Iwantedto

beoutofhere..

Shineburstinwithoutevenknocking,helooked

pissed..

Him:Awung'tsheleiWaarlentoengiyizwayo?

(TellmeisittruewhatI'm hearing)

Me:Pleasetakemehome

Him:SoiWaar?(soitistrue)

Me:Justtakemehome

Hewalkeduptothewardrobeandopenedit,he

searchedthroughforawhileandthenhetook

outagun,hecheckedthebulletsandthen

headedstraighttothedoor..

Me:Shinewait!

Irushedtothedoorandslightlypushedhim

back..



Me:Don'teventhinkaboutit

Him:Awusuke(Move)

Me:Iam notgoingtoletyouwalkoutandgo

killyourBabyMama,whatshedidwaswrongI

knowbutSheisMpumi'sMother..Please

Him:Tumi

Me:Youwillhavetogothroughmefirst

Helookedatmeandthenhecockedthegun..

Him:Ngik'shayelaokok'gcina..Awusuke(I'm

tellingyouforthelasttime..Move)

Icouldseethathewasserious,ThebestthingI

coulddorightnowistomovebeforehehurts

me..Imoved..

Me:I'llbegonewhenyougetback

Heremovedthekeyandlockedmein..

_

NOMVELO



Nazowasmassagingmyfeet,itfeltreallygood..

Me:I'm sogladthatyouback

Him:Becauseofthefootmassage?

Me:No..Notbecauseofthat,I'vemissedyoua

lot

Him:I'vemissedyoutoo

(Silence)

Him:Wegoingtoaweddingthiscoming

weekend

Me:Whosewedding?

Him:MyEx

Me:Yourex?

Him:Yathinkit'sherwayofshowingmethat

shehasmovedonandshe'shappy

Me:Whydidyouguysbreakup?Whatdidyou

do?

Him:WhatdidIdo?WhatmakesyouthinkthatI



didsomething?

Ilookedathim..

Him:Itwasn'tworkingandIendedit,shethen

triedtohurtherself

Me:Hurtherselfhow?

Him:Shetriedcommittingsuicide

Myeyeswidened..

Me:Shealmostcommittedsuicideforyou?

Helookedatmewhilewinglinghiseyebrow..

Him:Haveyoulookedatme?

Me:WhooooaMara(laughing)

Myphonestartedringing,Itookitandchecked

it.ItwasNkuli..

Me:Hello?

Shedidn'tsayanything,shewasjustsniffing

Me:Nkuli?



Her:HeyVelo..Uhm

Me:Didsomethinghappenbetweenyouand

Kali?

Her:No..I..Ishouldn'tevenbetellingyouthis

becauseyoupregnantandIdon'twannastress

you

Me:Whatisit?

Her:It'sGrams

Me:Whatabouther?

Shedidn'tsayanything..

Me:Nkuli

Her:DangerandIwejust..She's..It'sstroke

Velo

Me:Stroke?

Her:Weatthehospital

Me:Iam onmyway

Ihungup..



Nazo:What'swrong?

Me:It'smyGrandmother..She'satthehospital,

Nkuliissayingit'sstroke

Him:What?

Me:Wehavetogotothehospital

Him:Letmegetmykeys

Me:Youcanhealherright?

Him:We'llsee

Me:Please

Heputhishandonmycheek..

Him:Okaywe'llseewhenwegettothehospital

IhopeNazowillbeabletohealher,Ican'tlose

hertoo..

_

ZAINE

Iwaslostinmythoughts,thinkingdeeplyabout



whatHelenahasjustsaidtome.Iwasstarring

outofthewindowstilltryingtodigest

everything.Iwasinmyoffice..

Me:There'snootherway?

Her:Unfortunatelyno..ZaineIunderstand..

Me:Youdon'tunderstandanything..Why?

Her:Ithinkyouknowwhy

Me:Therehastobeanotherway

Her:There'snootherway

Me:Howcanyoustandthereandactlikewhat

yousayingisright?AndI'm supposedtoplay

along?

Her:Icametoyoubecauseyouspiritually

matureandyouwillunderstandbetter,Nazo

hastogetoutoftownandyouhavesemorns

hewillrelieveyou.Youneedtogowithhim

Me:Iam notdoingitHelena



Her:Yesyou'regoingtodoit,youcan'tchange

anything.

Me:NazoisyourChargehowcanyoudothisto

him?

Her:Itakeordersfrom aboveandthisisoneof

them,youmayfailtounderstandthepurpose

behindthisbutyouwillandhewill.Everyone

will,attheendtheywillseeGod'sgloryand

mercy

Shewalkeduptome...

Her:Wearegoingtowinthiswarbutthatplan

isnotpartofthewar,itneverwas

Me:Helena

Her:Whenthetimecomes,Nazohastoskip

townandyouwillmakesurehegetsonthat

flight

Me:WearegoingtowinthewaragainstNira

andLucifer



Ithengotmoreclosertoher..

Me:Andthenafter,Iwillcomeafteryouand

yourkind

Her:IwasyourgurdianAngelformanyyears

haveIeverdisappointedyou?..Justbecause

youdon'tunderstandthepurposebehindwhat's

meanttohappen,itdoesn'tmeanthatyou

shoulddisobey.WearenotevilZaine

Ikeptquiet..

Her:ItwillhappenZaine,whetheryoulikeitor

not

_

GUGU

IgotbackhomeandIthoughtthatNazoand

Nomvelowouldbearound,buttheyweren't..

IwasonthephonewithRichard..

Me:Atleastyougotachancetomeethim,give

him timehewillcomearound.Nazoisnotlike



Niso,ifitwasNisohewasgoingtogiveyoua

hardtime

Him:Youdidagoodjobwithhim,heisagrown

assman

Ilaughed..

Me:Hemightbeagrownassmanbutheismy

baby,theonlyonethatIhavenow

Him:HowaboutyouguyscomeoverforDinner

tomorrow?

Me:Youwillhavetocallhim andaskhim

Him:Idon'thavehisnumbers

Me:I'llforwardthem

Iheardaknockatthedoor..

Me:Someoneisatthedoor

Him:I'llcallyoulater

Me:Okaybye

Him:Iloveyou



Me:Iloveyoutoo

Iputmyphonedownasthepersonknocked

again,Iwenttoopen...

Someladystoodatmydoorstep,Ididn't

recogniseher..

Me:Hi

Her:Hello

Me:CanIhelpyou?

Her:Uhm yes..

Sheturnedtoherside..

Her:Comebaby..Comedon'tbeshy

Anadorablebabygirlshowedupfrom theside,

shepickedherup..

Her:MynameisConnie..NisoandIwehavea

babytogether,hernameisNosibusiso

Ilookedatthebabygirl..

_



NOMVELO

Imademywayin,andNkuliwaswaitingforme

exactlyatthespotwereshesaidshewouldbe

waitingforme.Ihuggedher..

Me:Whathappened?

Iwascrying..Andshewascryingtoo..

Shewipedmytears..

Me:Igothomeandshewasonthefloor

Her:Howisshe?Isshegoingtobeokay?What

aretheDoctorssaying?

Shehuggedmeagainandmybabystarted

kicking,itwaslikehewasplayingboxinginmy

tummy..

Me:Awww..

Nkulibrokethehug..

Her:Areyouokay?

Me:Hehasneverkickedlikethisbefore



Her:Comeandsitdown

Shehelpedmetositdown..

Nazomadehiswaytous,Nkuli'sfacial

expressionchanged..AsNazogotclosershe

steppedbackfrom me,andmybabystopped

kicking..

Nazo:WhataretheDoctorssaying?

Me:I'm notsure

Nkuliclearedherthroat..

Nazo:AreyoualrightNkuli?

Nkulisteppedbackagain..

Nazo:Feelingabithotaren'twe?

Nkuli:Thisisafamilymatterpleasegiveus

somespace

NazoapproachedherandNkulimovedback..

Nazo:I'm marriedtoNomvelosoitmakesit

partofthefamily



Nkuli:No..Nomveloispartofyourfamilyshe's

aButheleziandyounothingtous..Pleaseleave,

giveussomespacetodealwithwhat's

happeningasafamily

Nazolookedatme..

Him:I'llbeinthecar

Nkuli:Thankyou

Hewalkedout..

Nkuli:Let'sgo..I'lltakeyoutoGranandDanger

Shehelpedmetostandupbuteachtimewhen

shetouchedmemybabywouldreactandshe

wouldletgo..

.
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GUGU



Iofferedhersomethingtodrinkwhilemyeyes

werestillgluedonthelittlegirl,shewasvery

cuteandadorableIdon'twannalie.We

gatheredaroundmysmalldinningtableasI

preparedmyhearttobeopentowhateverthat

shewasgoingtodishoutforme..

Her:Iknowthatyouwilljudgemebecauseof

whatI'm goingtosayandIwon'tblameyou,

mainlybecauseNisoisyourSonandany

Motherwouldfeelacertainwayafterhearing

thestory.

Shesippedonherjuiceasthebabyclungonto

herthighasifliketheenvironmentwastoo

muchforher..

Her:Iwasalectureratthesamecollegewere

Nisowasattending,IwashisLecturer

Ilaidbackonthechairindisappointment,

becauseIknewwhatshewasabouttosay

Her:NisoandI..



Sheclearedherthroatsothatshecouldbeable

togetthewordsoutofhermouth..

Her:Wehadanaffair..Itwasn'tsomething

seriousjusthavingsomefun

Thisladywasclearlyolderthanmybaby,very

old.Itamazesmeathoweverythingis

unfolding,there'salotofthingsthatIdidn't

knowaboutmySon.YesNisowasNaughty

hereandtherebutwhatI'm hearingnow,Inever

knewthatmySonwasdoingsuchthings

behindcloseddoors..

Her:Iwasmarriedtoasoldier,myhusbandwas

hardlyaroundandlifegotabitlonelyforme,

thenNisocamealong.Hewassosweet,abit

arrogant,Hewasgoodcompanyandanaffair

started

Shepickedupherbabyandplacedheronher

lap..

Her:WhenwefinallycalleditquitsIhadfallen



pregnant,andIkeptitasecretbecausewhenI

checkedhim onsocialmediahewashappilyin

lovewithsomeoneelse.IthoughtthatIcould

dumpitalltomyhusbandbutthen..Nosibusiso

isdifferent,sheisherFather'sDaughter

Ilookedatthebabyagain..

Her:WhenNosiwasbornitwasclearthatshe

wasmixedraceandmyhusbandhadalready

suspectedthatIhavebeenhavinganaffair,so

hefiledfordivorceandintheprocessIlostmy

jobtoo.IhadtomovebackinwithmyParents

whofoundthewholethingashameand

embarrassing..AllIeverwantedwasforNosito

knowherFather'sfamilyandhaveabetterlife,

betterthantheonethatIcouldgiveher.Idon't

wanthergrowingupalwaysbeingreminded

thatshewasaresultofanaffair,Idon'twant

myExhusbandtocomeafterherseekingfor

revenge

Sheclosedhereyesandfoughtbackhertears..



Her:Please...There'salotthatI'm going

through

Ididn'tknowwhattosay,thiswastoomuchfor

metotakein..

Her:WecandoanytestthatyouwantIswear

thatI'm notlying,NosiisNiso'sDaughter

Wehadamomentofsilence,Ididn'tknowwhat

tosay.Ihadmixedfeelings..

Shewipedhertearsandsearchedthroughher

bag..

Her:Uhm..I'llleaveyoumynumber,youcan

justcontactmewhenyouready

_

NKULI

Ihadexcusedmyselfandwentoutsidetotalk

toKalioverthephoneandaskhim what'sthe

nextmovesinceIhadNomveloinmyterritory

unguardedbyherhusband.IthinkNazochose



tohaveabigheadaboutthisseeingthatwe

wereinaplacefullofpeople,andalso

consideringthefactthatUriwasaroundtoo

whowouldrainterroronusifanyharm could

cometoNomvelo.Iwassurprisedatthe

reactionofherbaby,myNephewreactedlike

thatbecausehesensedevilandwhenhedid

that,that'swhenUristoodguard.Ifwegoingto

winthisbattle,thenweneedtobesmartabout

this..

Kali:Thebabycanonlybesuppressedbyhis

Mother'semotionsifNomvelocouldshifther

emotionsandbeangrythenthatwilltamethe

babyforawhile

Me:Howarewegoingtodothat?

Him:Iwillgiveyouaspellthatwillworkonher

byform ofatouch,yourtouchwilltransferalot

ofangertoherplusshe'snotthatstrong

spiritually



Me:Butwherewillherangerbedirectedtoo?

Him:Leavethattome..Iwillsendyouacertain

videoandthespell,recitethespellandthen

checkthevideo

Me:Okay

Him:Don'tfuckthisup,thisisouronlychance

Me:WhataboutUri?

Him:Wearenotinitiatingafightsowewill

blindsidehim

Me:Okay

Him:Itrustthatyouwilldotherightthing

Me:IwillIpromise

Iwaitedforhim tosendmethevideoandthe

spell,thevideowasthatofNazoinarestaurant

withsomewoman.IwonderhowKaligotthe

videobutneverthelessIhopeitwillworkin

makingVeloveryangry



Irecitedthespellatleast3times:

"Bihotzgarbiaetaarima,Utziiluntasunaeta

haserreakentzen"(Aheartthatispureanda

soulthatisclean,letitbeengulfedbydarkness

andanger)

Anothertextfollowedfrom Kali:

"Improviseonthevideo,makemeproud"

Imademywaybackintothewardwere

Nomvelowasseatedonthesmallbenchand

holdingourGrandmother'shand,our

Grandmotherwasnotresponsivefornow.The

portionthatKaligavemewasverystrong.Iput

itinherteaandmadeherdrinkit,thenitworked.

Itworkedinstantly.

Me:Howisshe?

Her:MaybeweshouldcallNazotocome,so

thathecanhealher

Me:Ofcourse



IputmyhandonhershoulderasUristepped

closer,IsaidthespellagainbutIsaiditfrom

deepwithinaspartofmyangerwastransfered

toher.ThenIquicklygotmyhandfrom her,

beforeUriwasabletocatchonwhatwas

happening..

Me:Beforeyougoandgethim..Iwouldliketo

showyousomething

Igotmyphoneandplayedherthevideo,though

therewasnosoundIhopethatthebody

languageandthefactthathemetwithanother

womaninarestaurantwillangerher.

Her:Whatisthis?

Me:Nazohasnotbeentruthful

Her:What?

Me:The"Fasting"thathewenttoowasatotal

lie,hewasspottedinarestaurantwiththis

woman.Doyouperhapsknewaboutthis?



Her:Ofcausenot!

Herchestmovedupanddownprettyfast..

Me:I'm sorrycuz..Yourhusbandisnotwhoyou

thinkheis

Her:Therehastobealogicalexplanation

Me:Velolookatme

Shelookedatme..

Her:Nazoishavinganaffair

Shegavemebackmyphone..

Me:TheButheleziBrothers...Theyhavebeen

nothingbuttrouble,Nazohasbrokenmany

heartsincludingmineandnowheisabouttodo

thesamethingtoyou.AllhisExes,hehasleft

usbroken.Lookatme,wealmostbecame

enemiesbecauseofhim andnowhedoesthat

toyou?Heisabastard!!

Sheshookherhead..



Her:Ican'tbelievethis

Me:Nisowasyouronlytruelove,Nazoonly

marriedyoubecauseheknewthatyouwere

goingtobegoodforhispublicimageandhe

wastryingtospitemeintheprocess

Tearsbuildupinhereyes..

Me:IknowCuz,justcomebackhome.Goget

yourthingsandcomebackhome,wealready

goingthroughalotasafamilyandyoudon't

needthis.Youseriouslydon'tneedthis

Shejustbrokedownintotears..

Me:Comehere

ShegotupandIhuggedher,thebabydidn't

react..

Me:I'm hereforyou

Her:I'm confused..Whatishappening?Why

wouldhedothistome?

Me:Shhhhit'sgoingtobeokay..DangerandI



wewillaccompanyyoutogetyourthings,come

backhome.Comebacktoyourfamily,yourreal

family

_

TUMI

ShinefinallycamebackhewascarryingMpumi

whowassleeping,Iwentuptothem.

Me:Issheokay?

Him:uGrand(Sheisokay)

Heputherdown..

Me:Ihopethat..

Helookeddrained..

Him:aimanjeTumiplease(Notnow)

IhatefightsandargumentssoIdecidedtoletit

go,Hesatonthebedandpulledmecloserto

him.Isatontopofhim,whilefacinghim..

Him:Askies..AngaziukuthiuSbosh



bekangenweyini(Sorry..Idon'tknowwhatwas

wrongwithSbosh)

Me:It'sokay

Hebrushedmyhairbackandthenkissedme,I

couldsmellabitofwhiskeymixedwiththe

smellofacigarette.Itwasn'tdisgusting,itwas

aturnon,atotalturnon..

Wecontinuedkissingwithhishandsmakingit's

wayinsidemytshirt,hespokeovermylips..

Him:Ng'celauhambeksasa(Pleaseleave

tomorrow)

Ididn'tsayanythingIpushedhim backandhe

laidonthebed.Ileanedovertocontinue

kissinghim whilehewasgrabbingand

squeezingmybuttfordearlife,itwasturning

intoanintensemoment..

_

NOMVELO



Iwalkedoutofthehospitalwithsomuchanger

deepinsideofme,Ididn'tknowthatIcouldget

thisangryImeanIhavebeenangrybeforebut

notlikethis.Nkulifollowedme.Nazohadsent

meatextthatheisstandingattheentrance

andforsure,hewasstandingabitfarfrom the

entrancethoughbusywithhisphone..

Nkuli:Calm downVelo

Heputhisphoneawaywhenhesawus

approaching..

Him:Howdiditgo?

Islappedhim acrosstheface,helookedatme

dumbfounded.Islappedhim again,andthe3rd

timeheheldmyhandverytight.Thosetwo

clapsgothim firedup..

Helookedatmewaitingforanexplanation,he

wasbreathingveryheavylikehewasgoingto

burst..

Me:Youareabastard!!



Hesquintedhiseyes...

Me:Marryingyouwasthebiggestmistakeof

mylife!!Youarenothingbuta-

Heshookmeabit..

Him:Ey!!!

Hegavemethatintimidatinglook..

Him:Ungenweyini?(Whathasgottenintoyou)

Me:Letgoofme

Him:Nom-

Me:Isaidletgoofme!!

IspatonhisfaceandhepushedmebackItook

afewstepsbackalmostfalling,Nkulicaught

merightintime.Ilookedathim notbelieving

whathehadjustdone..

HewipedhisfaceandhewassomadthatI

thoughtsmokewasgoingtocomeoutfrom his

ears..



Hewantedtosaysomething,Idon'tknowwhat

stoppedhim.Heexhaledandthenwalked

away..

_

TUMI

WemovedMpumifrom thebedtothesmall

couchjusttogetmorespaceonthebed,Iwas

completelynakednowandsowashe.Iwasstill

ontopofhim,hewasbusycaressingmewhile

hisalreadyhardandthickblackshaftpokedmy

tummy.Igavehim ahandjobandheletouta

softmoanwithhiseyesclosed,thatputhim in

abitofavulnerablesituationanditmadehim

morehard.Heslightlyopenedhiseyesandthen

puthistwofingersinmymouthformetosuck

them,Isuckedthem andthenheloweredthem

andliftedmeupabittoinsertthem deepinside

ofme.Igasped.Itwasabituncomfortableat

firstbutheroseuphisheadabittosuckoneof

mynippleswhileincreasingthepaceofhis



fingersdeepinsideofme.Itwasabitofapain

mixedwithgreatpleasure,Heroseupandsat

upstraight.Hesqueezedmybodytohisandwe

continuedkissing,hewentontosuckmy

nipplesagainwhilemyhandwasatthebackof

hishead.Notwaitinganylongerheputhis

handsonmywaistandliftedmeupandbit,he

snakedhiswaydeepinsideofme..

Me:Condom?

Him:I'llputitinlater,Ijustwannafeelyou

kancanenje

AsIsliddownwithmyhandsonhisshoulder,

hebithislowerlipandItriednottobeloudas

hestretchedme.Wasabituncomfortable

feelinghim thatmuchdeepinside..

Hehelpedmetogoupanddownonhim,we

startedoffslowandincreasedthepace.WhenI

feltlikeIcouldn'tholdbackIkissedhim sothat

Idon'twakeMpumiup.Themorehemovedme



upanddownfasterthanhowweinitiallystarted

theremorehetookawaymybreathandleftme

gaspingforair..

.

Tobecontinued
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SNAZO

Idroveoutstraighttoanearbyopenfield,were

mostkidsuseittoplaysocceronweekends.

It'saplacethatIgotoomostofthetimewhenI

wannathink.Iwasleaningagainstthecarand

lostinmythoughts,Iwastryingtofigureout

whathappenedtoNomvelo.Iknowthatmy

wifeiscrazybut,shehasneverbeenthiscrazy.

Itwasstartingtogetdark,I'vebeenherefor

quitesometimenow.Helenaappeared,justthe

personthatIneededtoseesothatshecangive

mealltheanswersthatIneedtoclearthis

confusion..



Me:I'm losingmywife

Shedidn'tsayanything..

Me:IknowthatNkulihaseverythingtodowith

it..Myquestionishow?Howdidshegettoher?

Her:Nomvelomightappearstrongandsheis

butwhatyoudon'tknowisthat..Yourwifelies

awakemostnightscryingandaskingherself

whymostofthethingsthathappened,

happenedtoher.SheblamesGodformostof

herpain,especiallyhowherMotherdied.Sheis

inaballofconfusion,shedoesn'tunderstand

whybadthingshappenedtohereventhough

herlifeisbetternow,andthatemotionally

brokeher.It'sworsewhenshestartsthinking

aboutherpreviousrelationshipwithyour

Brother,herheartbleedsandthatmadeher

vulnerable.SheisgrievingandsheshutGodout,

sheshutusallouthencewhyitwaseasyfor

Niratogettoher.It'snotyourfault,it's

nobody'sfault.Nomveloneedstomakepeace



withafewthingsinherlife,shehassoomany

questionsandyetnoanswers

Me:SowhatdoIdo?

Her:Youdonothing

Me:ExcuseMe?

Her:NazoIknowhowitseemedandwewanted

tomakeitseem likethatbut..Thistestisnot

foryouoryourwife,thistestisforNkuli

Me:Youneedtohelpmeunderstand

Her:WhenNkulifoundoutaboutYouand

Nomveloitwasn'teasyforher,shewasfullof

anger.Thistestisforher,itisforhertochoose

whichsideshewantstobeon

Me:Andyouusedmywifeasapawn??

Her:Notentirely

Me:Nomveloispregnant!Nkuliispossessed!

YouwannasaveNkuliusingmywife?IsNkuli

evengoingtosnapoutofit?



Her:Wehopeshedoes

Me:Youhope?Weworkingwith"Hope"

Her:No..Weworkingwithfaith

Isentoutabitterchuckle..

Me:Letmegetthisstraight..Wesupposedto

havefaiththatNkuliisgoingtosnapoutofit?

Sheisintoodeep!!IsNomvelogoingtobeokay?

Ismybabygoingtobeokay?

Her:I'm notsupposedtorevealalot

Me:Younotsupp-

Iclearedmythroat..

Me:Youneedtounderstandme,callthiswhole

thingoff!!

Her:Sna-

Me:Idon'tthinkweunderstandeachother..I

saidcallthiswholethingoff!!!

Shekeptquietandlookedatme..



"Beloved.."

That'sanothervoicethatIdidn'twannahear..

Me:I'm notdoingthisrightnow!

Helena:YouverystubbornNazo,youso

stubbornyouremindmeofMos-

Me:Don'tsayanything..Don'tsayeventwo

wordstome!!

Helenaneverseizestoamazeme..

_

TUMI

Shinedidputonacondom atsomepoint,the

lastthingIneededwastofallpregnant.

AfteroursexualandsteamymomentIwentto

thehousetomakeussomethingtoeat,I'm

evensurprisedthatMpumisleptpeacefully

throughoutmymomentwithherfather.It's

momentslikethisthatmakeyoufallmadly

inlovealloveragain,myrelationshipwithShine



isthebestthingthathashappenedtomeina

verylongtime..

Ithinkfrom mysideitsalsotimethathemet

myAuntandmyrudesister,speakingofmy

SistershesentmeaWhatsAppmessagegiving

meherwholeentirebudgetofhersupersweet

16party,andthenumberswerescary"R30000".

Iexhaledandputmyphonedown,there'sno

waythatI'm goingtoaffordthis..

_

NOMVELO

NkulihadforwardedmethevideoIshowed

Gugubecauseshewasallupinmyspacewhile

Iwaspacking..

Her:Nomveloyoumisunderstandingeverything

Me:Idon'tthinkso

Her:Thisisthesameladywhoapproached

Youatchurchtheotherdayandshecamehere



today.ShewasNiso'slecturerapparentlythey

hadanaffairandshefellpregnantsoshewas

herewiththechild

Istartedlaughingbutmylaughwasn'tsincere..

Me:TypicaloftheButheleziboys

Her:Angizwa?(Pardon)

Ikeptquiet..

Her:YaziIhaveneverseenyouthisangry,and

worseangazinokuthiukwateleni(Idon'teven

knowwhyyouangry)

Me:Ididn'texpectyoutounderstand

Her:Ungang'deleliNomvelo(Don'tdisrespect

me)

Me:Orwhat?Yougoingtohitmewithabroom?

Shelaughedwhilepointingatme..

Her:Usathaneuyangilinga(Thedevilistesting

me)LordhelpmeIdon'twannacatchacase



Nazowalkedin..

Gugu:I'm gladthatyoudecidedtoshowup,can

youexplaintomewhat'sgoingon?

Heleanedagainstthedoorframeandlookedat

me..

Gugu:Nomvelocanyoustoppacking?

Nazo:MyekeahambeGugu(lethergo)

Gugu:Ini?(What)

Hesighed..

Nazo:Myekeahambe..KdalawashadanoNkuli

(Lethergo..She'slongbeenmarriedtoNkuli)

Gugu:uNkulifuthi?(Nkuliagain)

ShetriedtowalkoutbutNazostoppedher..

Nazo:Nkuliisdangerousnowremember?

Gugu:Anginendaba!(Idon'tcare)Iwillbeatthe

demonoutofher!

Ilookedather...



Me:Didyoujustcallmycousinademon?

GugulookedatNazo..

Nazo:She'snotherself..Nkulididsomethingto

her,she'snolongerourNomvelo

Gugu:Manjesimelenipho?(Whatarewe

waitingfor)

Nazo:Wenotgoingtodoanything

Gugu:Haibo!

Nazo:MyNomvelowillbeatthespellandcome

backtomeifIstillmeananythingtoher

Somethingdeepinsideofmemoved,Ifelt

somewarmthinmyheart..

Gugu:IacceptedyounotasUmakotiwam'but

asmyDaughter,Imighthavenevergivenbirth

toyoubutyou'remyDaughter

Thisfeelingwasgettingintense..ThenIheard

Nkuli'svoice,somehow..



"RememberItalktoyoudownfrom leapingoff

thatbalconywhenyouweregrievingforNiso,

youarealivetodaybecauseofme.Iloveyou

littlesister"

Itookmybagandheadedtothedoor,theywere

bothblockingthedoor...

Gugu:YaaNomvelowazewayophulaintliziyo

yam'(Youjustbrokemyheart)

Shewalkedout..

Me:Ng'celaukudlula(CanIpleasepass)

Heputhishandonmycheek..

Him:Ngiyak'thandauyezwa?(Iloveyou)

Me:Pleasemove

HegotcloserandtriedtokissmebutIturned

myface.Heputhishandonmytummy..

Him:Takecareofyourselfandmybaby

IyankedhishandoffandhemovedthenI



walkedout,Iwalkedoutprettyfastwithtearsin

myeyes...

_

NOMSA

Me:Hereyougo

Danger:Thankyou

Ipulledupthechairoppositehim andsatdown..

Me:HauuMangcoboakaphekanga?(Mangcobo

didn'tcook)

WiththemoneythatNomvelogavemeIstarted

myownfoodjointandsurprisinglyit'sdoing

verywell..

Danger:uMangcoboisinhospital

Me:Whathappened?

Him:Stroke

Me:Stroke?Suchastrongwoman

Him:Naming'thukile(I'm shocked)



Me:YhohowisVelotakingit?

Him:Notgood..IleftherandNkuliatthe

hospital

Me:That'sshocking

Him:Itis

Dangercomesbyonceinawhiletocheckup

onmeandeat,Icansaythatwegoodfriends..

.

Tobecontinued
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NKULI

[EXCUSEANYERRORS]

LastnightbeforeNomvelowenttosleepImade

herdrinkacertainportionandIliedtoherthat

it'saherbthatwillhelpherrelaxsinceshe

seemedstressedwitheverythingthat's

happening.ThenextmorningIwokeupearlier



andpreparedtheportionforheragain,The

portionismixedwithbloodsothebabycould

feedofit.Wewanttoturnthebabyevilnow,it'll

begoodtotamehim nowforevilpurposes

whileheisstillababy..

AsIwasbusyinthekitchenandmindingmy

ownbusiness,Helenajustshowedup.

Uninvited.SheevenfreakedmeoutabitthatI

almostspilledeverything..

Me:Helena..

Shewasalone..

Me:Kindofdangerousbeingherealoneisn'tit?

Wecanjustshootthepoisonousarrowand

poisonyouagain.WithNazobeingsomuch

emotionalunstablewillheevenbeabletoheal

you?

Her:Nazoisnotemotionalunstable,ifanything

thisismakinghim strongerspiritually

Me:Ofcourse



Her:I'm notevenheretotalktoyou,I'm hereto

talktoNkuli

Me:Iam Nkuli

Her:ImeanNkulialone

Me:Helenawhatdoyouwant?

Her:Allthatyouwerepromisedisalie!

Ikeptquiet..

Her:Kalidoesn'tevenknowyouwhenallthisis

done,hewon'tevenknowwhoyouare.The

reasonwhyheseemsasiflikehe"knowsyou"

isbecauseLuciferhaspossessedhim.Kali

doesn'tknowyoubutLuciferknowsyou

Ikeptquiet..

Her:Nkuliyou'rebeingused,thesamewaythat

LuciferusedNazo'slittleBrotherandwhereis

henow?Youwon'twin.Nomatterwhatyoudo

NomveloandNazowillneverbebroken,they

willfindtheirwaytoeachother.Theywerelong



destinedtogether,what'shappeninghereisthat

yougoingtolosewhatyoucurrentlyhave.You

goingtolosetheonlyfamilythatyouhave.

WhenNomvelosnapsoutofitdoyouthinkshe

willeverwantanythingtodowithyou?YourGra

isalreadyinhospitalandaftereverythingdo

youthinkNazoisgoingtohealher?Younot

angrythatyourcousinendedupwithyourex.

Yourrealangercomesfrom thefactthatyou

thinkyougoingtoendupalone,youjustjealous

ofwhatyourcousincurrentlyhas.It'snottoo

late,youcancomeoutofthisandyour

relationshipwithNomvelocanstillbesaved.

MostpeopleGod'sfavourisuponthem

becauseofthespiritualbeingsintheirlives,

kidsbecomeblessedbecauseoftheirMothers

whoalwayshavefaithinChrist.Younotmuch

ofabelieverbutyourcousinis,shehasstarted

herspiritualjourneyandthroughherFavour

wasgoingtobeshowntoyou.Itisnottoolate,

youcanstillmakeeverythingright.You're



playingforthewrongteam,Luciferwillnever

win

Helenatorethroughmyheartatthatinstant,I

feltmyselfde-attachingabitfrom Nira.

Her:Heliedtoyou,that'swhathedoes.Lucifer

liesandheLiedtoyou!

AsImentallysunkdeeperintowhatshewas

saying,abattleoftwospiritswithinmestarted...

Her:Youcandefeather,yougaveher

permission..Youcancallherou-

Isawanarrowbeingshortatherbutshe

quicklyvanishedbeforeitcouldevengettoher.

Ilookedatthedirectionfrom wherethearrow

camefrom andanAngelofdarknessstood

there.Iglanceddownattheportion,Iwasina

spaceofconfusion.Ididn'tknowwhattodo.I

heardmyphoneringing,Iwentandgotit.Itwas

Kali,Istarredatitforawhilebeforeanswering..

Me:Hello



Him:It'seitherthatbaby'slifeoryours,Ifyou

don'tgetmethatbabyIwilltrapyouinhellfor

eternity!Don'tthinkaboutturningbacknow,I

alreadyhaveastampofownershiponyoursoul!

Youbettergoaheadwiththeplan,makeher

drinktheportionforatleasttwodaysmoreand

thenwecutheropen.Rememberyouhave

moretolose,backoutnowandyour

Grandmotherwillalsodie,Iwillmakesurethat

yourMother'ssoulwillbeminetoo.Youwill

loseeverythingandyourPreciouscousinwill

hateyouforever!

_

SNAZO

"Iwasbrokenfrom ayoungageTakingmy

sulkingtothemassesWritedownmypoems

forthefewThatlookedatme,tooktome,

shooktome,feelingmeSingingfrom heartache

from thepainTakingmymessagefrom the

veinsSpeakingmylessonfrom thebrainSeeing



thebeautythrough"

Iwaslostinmythoughtswhensomeoneturned

thevolumedown,itwasGugu..

Her:Goodmorning

Me:Morning

Iwaseatingbreakfast,shestoodthereand

lookedatme..

Me:Don't..Don'tdothat

Shewipedhertears.MyMotherdoesn'tcrythat

easy,andseeinghercryingrightnowmeans

thatsheistrulybroken..

Her:Icouldn'tevensleeplastnight.HowdoI

knowthatmyGrandbabyisokay?Youknow

wakingupthismorningandrealizingthat

Nomveloisgoneit's..Itstillhasn'tsunkin

Istoodupandtookmyplatetothesink..

Myphonerangonthetable,Iwalkedtogetit

anditwasDawn..



Me:Dawn

Him:Youneedtocometothestudio

Me:Why?What'swrong?

Him:WeneedtofindawaytoseparateNira

from Nkuli,weneedtoconjureNiraandtrap

him herforthetimebeing

Me:IthoughtHelena..

Him:ScrewHelenawhatHelenafailedto

mentionisthatthiswholethingmightputboth

yourbabyandmybabyindanger!Ialready

calledZaineheisonhiswaywegoingtodo

thisourway!

Me:I'm onmyway

Him:Seeyouthen

Gugu:What'swrong?

Me:Ihavetogo..Areyougoingtobeokay?

Her:Ithinkso



Me:I'llbringthem backhomesafe..Ipromise

Her:I'llholdyoutothatpromise

_

TUMI

ShinewassupposedtodrivemehomesothatI

canprepareforwork,wewerealreadylate.Just

aswewereabouttostepout,wewereblocked

bypoliceofficers..

Police1:Morning

Wegreetedback..

Police1:Beng'celaukukhulumanoDumi(MayI

pleasespeaktoDumi)

Shine:MayelaNani?(withregardstowhat)

Police:I'm guessingyou'reDumi?

Shinedidn'tsayanything..

Police:DoyouknowuSbongileKhuzwayo?

Shine:uMawenganeyami(Sheismybaby



Mama)

Police:Herbodywasfoundearlythismorning

bythedumbsite,shehadbeenshotthreetimes

Myheartimmediatelystopped..

Shine:Ini?(What)

Police:I'm heretoaskyouafewquestions

Shine:Yaakunastress..Ungangena(Youcan

comein)

Theymadetheirwayin..

Shine:Ngapha(Thisway)

Heledthem tothelivingroom..

_

NOMVELO

Iwokeupfeelingverynauseated,Iwasatthe

bathroom thinkingthatIwasgoingtovomitbut

Ididn't.Thehousewasabitquiet.

Me:Nkuli?



IwalkedintothekitchenandIsawtheherb

ontopofthecounter.Nkuligavemethisherb

lastnightandithelpedalot,Isleptpeaceful

Itookitanddrank,ThedooropenedandDanger

walkedin..

Him:Nomvelo?

Me:Goodmorning

Heclosedthedoor..

Him:Ufunanila?(whatdoyouwanthere)

Me:Ihavemovedbackin

Him:Angizwakahle(Idon'tunderstand)

Me:uNazoishavinganaffair

Him:Lokhoakufaninaye(Thatdoesn'tsound

likehim)

Ishruggedmyshoulders..

Him:Iwillgoandseehim laterakeachaze

kahlelendaba(Iwillgoandseehim laterso



thathecanexplaintomewhat'sgoingon)

Me:Okay

Itookoffmyring..

Me:Givehim thiswhileyouatit

Him:AwukahleNomvelo..Awuthathingawala

lento?(Holdon..Aren'tyouoverexaggerating)

Me:DangerIam tiredemotionallyand

physically,I'm tiredofthinkingaboutthiswhole

thingngaphaDuchessisinHospital

Iexhaled..

Him:Youtwolookedhappy..Somethingisnot

righthere

Me:Ifitwasn'tforNkuli..Iwouldn'tevenhave

known

Him:uNkuli?

Me:Sheshowedmethevideo..Here

Itookmyphoneandshowedhim.Hewatchedit



andthengavememyphoneback.

Him:Idon'tseeanythingwrongngalevideo..

SinceheisaPastordoesn'themeetupwith

Peoplewhoseekhelp?Futhinjeumaheis

havinganaffairwhywouldhegopublicwithit

likethis?Ifitwastrueshouldn'titbeonthe

papers?Asabigscandal?

Ikeptquiet..

Him:UphiyenauNkuli?(WhereisNkuli)

Me:Idon'tknow

Him:Youneedtoknowukuthieventheclosest

familymemberscanstillbejealousofyou,vele

njesololoNkulindiniwabuyalaekhaya

angiyizwakahleindabayakhe(SinceNkuli

camebackIdon'tknowwhatherstoryis)

Me:uNkulihasalwayslookedoutforme

Him:AwuyekeukuphandlekaVelo(Stopped

beingblind)



ThedooropenedagainandNkuliwalkedin..

Nkuli:HauVeloyouupalready,Iwantedto

makeyoubreakfast

ShelookedatDanger..

Nkuli:Danger

Dangerdidn'tgreetback..

Shelookedatus..

Nkuli:Kungabekonkekuhambakahle?(Is

everythinggoingwell)

Danger:WeeNkuliawush-

Me:Everythingisfine

Her:Areyousure?

Me:Yes

Nkuli:OkaythenI'llpreparebreakfastforus

Ismiledather.Dangerlookedatmewhile

shakinghishead..



_

HELENA

Iwasstandingatthehighestpointofthe

mountainwhenArchangelRamielshowedup.

SheisthestrongestfemalewarriorAngelthat

wehave..

Her:Thatarrowcould'veshotthroughyou

Me:Iknow

Her:HelenaIam failingtounderstandwhat's

happening,youdon'twannaexplainthewhole

situationwithNira,thehealerandhiswifesince

youtheonewhogottheorders.Youkeepingall

ofusinthedark

Me:Rememberwhenyoukilledyourownsister?

Whenyoukilledoneofourown?

Shekeptquiet...

Me:Nooneunderstoodwhyyoudidit,noone

knewhowyoufelt.Youhadareasonwhyyou



didthat,andbecauseItrustedyouandyour

reason.Istoodupforyou,Iconvincedthe

wholefamilytostandupforyouandyouhere

todaybecauseofus

Her:Helenawhat'stheuseofstandingwithyou

ifwegoingtoendupinPurgatory?

Me:WenotgoingtoendupinPurgatoryatthe

endeveryonewillunderstand..Allthat'sneeded

isforeveryonetotrustme

(Silence)

Her:TheymeetingupsothattheycantrapNira

Me:Iknow

Her:Whatarewegoingtodo?Theycalledthe

Zaine..Zaineisstandingwiththem andwasn't

hesupposedtobeonourside?

Me:Hewas..That'swhereyoucomein,Iwill

needforyoutostopthem

Her:Helenawhyareyoudoingthis?



Me:I'm doingthisforthePreacher'swife..This

isforNomvelo

Shelookedatmeforawhile..

Her:Youdoknowthatwewerecreatedtoserve

them?Godmadehumanbeingssuperiorover

everythingandonlyinferiortohim..Thiswhole

thingmightjustturndifferentandworkintheir

favour

Me:IhopebythenNkuliwould'vemadea

decision

Sheshookherhead..

Her:I'llgetUri

Me:Thankyou

Her:Don'tthankmejustyet,wehavealotof

worktodo

Me:Thenlet'sgetstarted

_



NAZO

Iwasthelastonetoarrive,BothDawnand

Zainewerealreadyinthestudio..

Zaine:I'm gladyoumadeit

Me:Ididn'thaveachoice

Heputhishandonmyshoulder..

Him:Heywegoingtogetthroughthis,younot

inthisalone

Inodded..

Dawn:Ithinkweshouldgetstarted

Me:Doweevenhaveaplan?

Zainelockedthedoor..

Dawn:OtherthanconjuringherNo..

Me:What'swiththestatementthatourbabies

areindanger?

Theybothlookedateachother..



Me:What'sgoingon?

Zaine:Helenacametomeand..

Me:Andwhat?

Zaine:ShetoldmethatI'llhavetogetyouout

oftownwhenthetimecomessothatyouwon't

beableto..

Me:Abletowhat?

Dawn:BothourBabiesareindangerifwedon't

actright,wegoingtolosethem

Me:MeaningthatI'llhavetobeoutoftownso

thatIwon'tbeabletohealmybaby?Mybabyis

supposedtodie?

Zainecametome..

Him:Hey!Focus!Thefutureisnotwrittenin

stone,Theholyspirithasn'tsaidanythingtome

aboutthisandI'm surethathehasn'tsaid

anythingtoyoutooaboutthis..Sotohellwith

Helenafrom hereonwedoingthisourway!



Dawn:TherightwordisFuckher!

Zaine:There'snobabythat'sgoingtodie!Not

yoursanddefinitelynotDawn's

Dawn:Let'sgetthatbitch!

Helena:Yougottagetmefirst

Sheappearedacrosstheroom withUriand

Ramiel..

Helena:Andyougottagetthroughmy

bodyguardstoo

Dawncametojoinus..

Me:Whyareyoudoingthis?

Helena:TrusttheGOATtokeepasecret

Dawn:ScrewyouHelena!!AndScre-

UrithrewafireballatDawn,ithithim righton

histummyandknockedhim outrightaway..

Dawn:Ahhhhh!!!(Screaming)

Thatwasunexpected..



Helena:Letthatserveasawarning!

Theythendisappeared,wemadeourwayto

Dawn.Hehadaverybigwoundonhistummy

andhewasbleeding..

Zaine:Dammit!!

Hetookoffhisshirtandpresseditagainst

Dawn..

Me:Dawn!Wakeupman!

Zaine:Heislosingtoomuchblood

Me:Wegottagethim totheHospital

Zaine:Wewon'tmakeit!

Me:Thenwecan'tlethim bleedouttodeath!

Zaine:Youneedtohealhim

Me:Ican't..There'snothingevilaboutAngels

it'snotgoingtowork

Him:Didyouseethat?Theyturnedagainstusif

thatdoesn'tscream outevilIdon'tknowwhat



will

Hegotup..

Him:I'llcallBadru,thisisgettingoutofcontrol!

Ipressedtheshirtagainsthim..

Me:ComeonDawn!

Zaine:Nazodosomething!

Helenahasjustdeclaredwar..

.
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HAPPYNEW YEAR!!

WEWISHYOUALLTHEBESTFOR2019

_



TUMI

Aftertheyhadquestionedhim hedroveme

home,surprisinglyhewasverycalm throughout

thewholequestioning.Forsomeonewholeft

withagunthatdaytoprobablycommitthe

crime,heisveryrelaxedabouteverything.I

startedquestioningmyself,ImeanyesShine

doesappeartobealittleoffandIjustthought

thathewastooghettobuttohavehim commit

murder.ThatIwasn'tpreparedfor.WhenIgot

outofthecarIpretendedtobefinebutdeep

downIwasn'tfine,doIreallywannabewith

someonewhokilledtheMotherofhisbaby?

MeaningifIcoulddosomethingthatpisses

him offhewon'thesitatetokillmetoo?Ican

safelysayI'm scaredofhim now..Afterbathing

Iwalkedtothebedroom togetdressed,My

Auntcamein..

Her:Goodmorningstranger

Me:GoodmorningAunty



Her:Howareyou?

Me:I'm wellandyou?

Shesatonthebed..

Her:I'm welltoo

Shelookedatmewithoutsayinganything..

Me:What?

Her:Whenarewegoingtomeethim?

IwenttothewardrobetocheckwhatIcanwear

today..

Me:WhenI'm sureabouthim

Her:Hau..Youspendmostofyourtimeathis

placeandyoustillnotsureabouthim?

Iturnedandlookedather..

Me:Heisjustacomplicatedguy

Her:Complicated?Complicatedhow?

Me:RagadiwhenI'm sureabouthim,Iwillbring



him hometomeetyou

Shenodded..

Me:HowisRethabile?

Sheexhaled..

Her:Youknowhowsheis

Me:Hersweet16isgoingtocostmealotof

money,moneythatIdon'thave

Her:Shewatchesthesethingsonherlaptop

andthinkthatwealsorichlikethoseparents,I

stillthinktakinghertospurwithherfriendsor

cookinganicemealandbuyingacakewould

bebetter

Me:Yawewillsee

Her:Ifshedoesn'twanttoacceptanicelunch

thenthere'snothingwecando,youalready

doingalot.Rethabilewilljusthavetobe

gratefulforwhatshehas,yousacrificealotfor

her



Me:Shedoesn'tseethat

Her:Maybeyouneedtobestrictwithher.Ifyou

canbestrictshewillstartbeinggrateful,stop

laughingwithherbestrictwithherattimesor

elseshewillcontinuebeingdisrespectful.It's

timeyouputyourfootdown

_

HELENA

Me:Nazocomeon..Youcandothis!Allthat

youhavetodoisbelieveinyourself,believein

thegiftthatyouhave

Ramiel:SoifNazodoesn'thealhim,wedoomed?

Me:Heisgoingtohealhim

Her:Howso?BecauseNazoonlybelievesthat

hisgiftismeanttohealwhathasbeen

diseasedbyevilremember?

Me:Hehealedmeonceremember?AndIam a

spiritualbeing.Hecanhealanythingaslongas



hehasfaithinhisgift

Her:Wasthispartoftheplan?

Me:No

Her:SoifDawndies..Wegoingtospendall

eternityinPurgatory?

Me:Dawnisnotgoingtodie

Wesawlightingflashingacrossthesky,clouds

startedchangingfrom theirnormalform to

beingabitdarkerindicatingthatahailstorm is

coming.Therewasaviolentwindandfunny

enoughtheweatherisonlychangingonour

part,thesunisstillshininginotherplaces.We

alwaysmeetatthehighestpointofour

mountain,onethatnohumanbeingcangettoo..

Ramiel:Heavenisnothappy

Me:Ifiguredthatout

Her:Doyourememberwhathappenedto

Lucifer?Doyouwantthesamethinghappening



tous?Ourrighteousnessisgoingtoberipped

from usandthenwewillbethrownonearth,

Luciferisgoingtoturnusintohisdemons!We

willliveinfear,ourownBrothersandSisters

theygoingtofightusdayandnight!Youhave

disobeyedHelenaandthenyoutrickedUriand

I!!

Iturnedandlookedather..

Me:Don'tyouthinkIknowthat?Someofthe

thingsIdidItriedtohelpthesituation

Her:How?Howdidyouhelpthesituation?

ForthefirsttimeIhadwhattheycall"Fear"my

planinhelpingthesituationdidn'tgoaccording

tohowIhadimagined,Weattackedaninnocent.

Wehurtoneofourchargeandthat'snothowit

wassupposedtobe.Wesupposetoguide,

protect,andgroom ourchargesnottohurt

them..

Thelightninggotmoreandmoreintense..



Ramiel:Youbettercallthiswholethingoff!We

wouldratherspendeternityinPurgatorythanbe

turnedevilbyLucifer

Me:Iwillfixeverything

Ramiel:Ihopeit'snottoolate

Me:Metoo

Clearlymyplanwasn'tgoinghowIwanteditto

go,it'stimetocallthewholethingoff..

_

NOMVELO

Nkulihadpreparedanicemealforus,andjust

aswewereabouttogositdownandeatwe

heardaknockatthedoor..

Nkuli:Comein!!!

ThedooropenedandGuguwalkedin,Nkuliand

Ilookedateachotherandthenwelookedat

her..



Sheclosedthedoorandthenstoodthere

lookingatus,shewasinoneofherbestoutfits

asalways..

Her:Sanibonani(Greetings)

Iwastheonlyonewhogreetedherback,her

eyesweregluedonmeonly..

Her:Unjani?(Howareyou)

Me:I'm wellandyou?

Her:I'm good

ShegaveNkuliaweirdlookandthenlookedat

meagain..

Her:Singakhuluma?(Canwetalk)

Ididn'tsayanything..

Her:Inprivate

Nkuli:There'snoprivatehere..Kukithilapha

(Thisismyhome)

Her:Elakhoangikakaliphathi(Ididn'tcallyour



name)

Nkuli:That'sit!!Pleaseleave!!

ShemadeherwaytoGugu,shetouchedher..

Gugu:Ungangithinti!(Don'ttouchme)

Gugupushedherabit..

Gugu:Ngizoku..Yeses!!!(Iwill...Yeses)

Nkulisteppedback..

Gugu:Rhaaaaa!!!

Me:Nkuliit'sfine

Nkulilookedatme..

Me:It'sokay

Nkuli:Areyousure?

Inodded..

ShelookedatGuguandthenwalkedaway,

Gugumadeherwaytomewhileclickingher

tongue..Shelookedatmeandshookherhead..



Her:Youhaveagoodjob,Ahusbandthatloves

you,Amotherinlawthatlovesyoutoo.Allwe

everwantedwasforyoutoliveadifferentlife,

foryoutohealfrom yourpastwounds.Bothmy

Sonsdidnothingbutloveyou,Nisosavedyou

from yourselfandNazosavedyoufrom pain.

There'snothing,nothingthatmySonwouldn't

doforyouandthisishowyoupayhim back?

Sies

Nomvelo!UlalelauNkuli(YoulistentoNkuli)

Ididn'tknowwhattosayassheshookher

head..

Her:Uzozisolashame!(Youwillregret)

Shewalkedtothedoor..

Her:Ihopebythenitwon'tbelate

Sheopenedthedoorandwalkedout,Ithought

forawhile.Nkuliwalkedin..

Nkuli:Ufunanilo?(Whatdidshewant)



Ikeptquietandstillthoughtforawhile..

Her:Nomvelo?

Shemadeherwaytome,shetriedtotouchme

butImovedback..

Her:Nomvelo??

ShecameagainbutImovedback,andthenas

iflikethingswouldn'tgetanymoreweirdan

Angelappearedinthekitchen..

Nkuli:Helena!!Wenafuthi?(Youagain)

TheAngelmadeherwaytome..

Nkuli:Helenamoveawayfrom her!!

IwantedtomovebackbutIcouldn't,itwaslike

Iwasfrozen..

Nkuli:Lurpekohandietakobat,ko-

Beforeshecouldfinishanotherangelappeared

andpinnedheragainstthewall..

TheotherAngelcameuptome..



Her:Whenyouwakeupyouwon'tremember

menorwhathappened

SheplacedherhandonmyforeheadasI

screamed..

Nkuli:Velo!!!

Icollapsedbutsheheldmeandplacedme

downgently,IthenIheardsomethingroaring

andIsawarrowsflyingaroundasIclosedmy

eyes..

_

NAZO

Me:ComeonDawnwakeup!!

IwastryingtohealDawnbutIcouldn't,Iwas

tryingmylevelbestbutnothinghappened.It

wasfrustrating,Ididn'tevenknowifhewasstill

aliveordead,hewasbleedingalot..

Zainewalkedin..

Zaine:Badruisonhisway..Howisgoing?



Iletgoandsatback,Icouldn'tdoit..

Me:Ican't..Ican'tsavehim

Zaine:Nazo..

Me:ItriedZainebutIcouldn't

Myhandshadhisblood..

ZainekneltnexttoDawn'sbleedingbodyand

felthispulse..Thiswasamess,abigmess!

Me:IfhediesthenIam leavingeverything,how

canoneofusgetattackedbywhat'ssupposed

tobehelpingandguidingus?Allofthis,allof

thisisamess!

Zainesatbacktoo,wewerequiet.Wewere

quietforawhile..IlostNiso,Icouldn'tsavehim

andnowI'm failingDawntoo.AbrotherthatI

gotafterIlostmine.Tearsstartedburningmy

eyes..

"Beloved.."

Nowhewantstocomethrough,aftereverything



that'sbeenhappening.Nowhewantstocome

through..

"Beloved..Healhim again"

Me:Itried..

"Thistimeyoudoingitwithme,notby

yourself.."

IlookedatDawnagainandmovedclosertohim.

WithtearsfallingIputmyhandsrightwerehe

washitandlookedathim,thenabrightlight

camethroughfrom theceilingandstarted

shiningonmyhands.Afterafewseconds

Dawnopenedhiseyeswhilegaspingforair..

Me:Dawn

Thelightdisappeared,Zainecamecloser..

Dawn:Whathappened?

Zaine:Areyougood?

Hetriedtogetupbuthefeltabitofpain..



Zaine:Youneedtogettothehospital

Dawn:I'm good..Wehaveworktodo

Wehelpedhim togetup,thewoundhad

disappeared..

_

NOMVELO

Islowlyopenedmyeyesandeverything

appearedblurryatfirstbutafterafewseconds

Icouldseeclearly.Nkuliwasrunningherhand

onmyforehead...

Nkuli:Hey..Areyouokay?

Me:Nkuli?

Her:Didn'ttheyhurtyou?

Me:hurtme?

IlookedaroundandIwasinmybedroom at

home,Ifreakedout..

Me:Whatam Idoinghere?WhereisNazo?



Nkuli:Nomveloareyouokay?

IrememberedwhatNazosaid,Iremembered

him sayingImuststayawayfrom mycousin.

Me:Nkuli..WhereisGrams?WhereisDanger?

Her:Velo..Whatareyoutalkingabout?

Igotupfrom thebed,myheartwasbeating

fast..

Her:Velo?

ShetriedtotouchmebutIsteppedback..

Me:Don'ttouchme!

Her:It'smeCuz

Me:Getawayfrom me!

Shelookedatme..

Her:Helenamust'veliftedoffthespell

Ilookedatmyphone,itwasattheedgeofthe

bed.ThenIlookedatNkuli,Itriedtogettoitbut

shepulledmebackandthrewmeonthefloor..



Me:Nkulistop!..Stopyougoingtohurtmybaby

Shegottomeandsatonmytummy..

Me:Ahhhh!!!(Screaming)

Her:Wedon'twantyoubitchwewantthebaby!!!

Evenifyoudiewedon'tcare!

Shegrabbedmyweaveandstartedbangingmy

headagainstthefloor..

Me:Stop!!!!

ShedidcontinouslyuntilIblackedout..

.
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NOMSA

Weweretryingoutanewdishorrather

introducinganewdishtoourmenu,dumplings

andchickenstew.Ifyoudon'twantthechicken



stewyoucanexchangeitforoxtail,thiswillbe

ourveryfirsttimeintroducingminidumplings

intoourmenu.MyMothershowedupduring

lunchtimetotryoutthenewdish,Iwasvery

happytoseeher.It'salsoherfirsttimesetting

footintomyfoodjointeversinceI'veopenedit..

Her:Hmmmmm kumnandi(thedishisdelicious)

Me:Thankyou..

Her:Bayalithengamara?(dotheybutit)

Me:WejustintroducedittodayandsofarI

think3Peoplebought,it'schickenstew+

dumplings=R25..Thendumplings+Oxtail=

R45

Her:It'saffordable

Me:Ya..Theoxtailoneisexpensivebecause

oxtaildoesn'tcomecheap,oxtailandbeefthey

costusalot

Her:Iunderstand



OnaslowdaywemakearoundR500-R800a

day,excludingSaturdays.Thenonabusyday

likewhenPeoplegetpaidonthe25thand

MonthendwemakearoundR1000-R1500aday,

beforedeductions.OnSaturdayssinceweopen

onlyforafewhoursandconsideringthefact

thatinsomeplacesthey'llbeclosedandsome

otherplacesonlyopenforafewhourstoo,so

mostemployeesdon'ttakelunch.Soon

SaturdaysmakearoundR250-R400.Ihavetwo

ladiesworkingformeandoneguy,theguyI

hiredhim lastweeksincewe'llbestartingwith

deliveringfoodatcertainworkplaceshewillbe

mostlyhandlingthatdepartment.Theladiesare

theoneswhocook,Ionlyserveandsolelywork

atthetill.Thespacethatwerentingisnotbig

enough,henceourtablesandchairsare

situatedoutsidewehaveaGazibo.Iam without

adoubtthatthisisonlyastart,soonenoughwe

willbemakingmorethanwhatwemaking

currently...



Me:IwasthinkingthatIshouldgotoNomvelo's

placejusttothankherinperson,Iwasthinking

ofdrivingthereafterclosingtimeat18:00

Her:Doyouthinkthat'sagoodidea?

Me:Yes...IreallywannathankherinPerson,we

haveonlybeencommunicatingoverthephone.

Shegavemeanotherchancetolive,Iwas

hittingrockbottom andshecamethroughfor

me.Imeanshedidn'twantanythingfrom me

includingthecar,ofwhichisnowhelpingusa

lottorunerrandssinceItookitfrom Thuli.The

leastIcandoistothankher

Her:Iunderstandwhatyousaying.Godshowed

hisfavourandmercyonyouthroughthischild,

Youcangoandthankherjustbecarefulwith

MaNgcobo.Sheisstillholdingalotforyou

Me:IknowbutIdon'tthinkshe'shome,Danger

would'vetoldme

Her:SpeakingofDanger..Youandhim seem to



beprettyclose

Me:WejustgoodfriendsMa..Wehavealways

beengoodfriends

Her:Iwouldn'tknowplusI'm old,Imightbe

"Seeingthings"

Ilaughed..

Me:Don'toverthinkanything..Wefriends

Mytworegularcustomersfrom somelawfirm

that'snearbywalkedin..

Me:MaI'llberightback

Her:Okay

Istoodupandfollowedthem inside..

_

NOMVELO

Myheadwasbanging,Ifeltasharppainatthe

backofmyheadasiflikesomeonepenetrated

aknifedeepinsidemyskull.Asmyeyes



wonderedaroundtolocateNkuli,InoticedthatI

wastiedtoachair.Shewasonthephonewith

herbackfacingme..

Her:Thespellhasbeenliftedofffrom her..We

needtomovefast...Howsooncanyougethere?

SheturnedaroundandsawthatIwasawake

Her:Okay..Pleasehurry,wehavetomovefast

Shepausedforawhileandsmiled..

Her:Iloveyoutoo..Bye

Thesmilevanishedassheloweredthephone..

Her:Welcomeback

Me:Whyareyoudoingthis?

Sheexhaledinfrustration..

Her:Arewegoingtogothroughthisagain?

Me:Itcan'tbeaboutNazo..Iknowthatwhen

youmadyoucanresortintoanythingbutthis??

Thisisnotyou,youwouldn'tdothis



Her:Ohhhpooryou!..Lookyourcousinis

workingwithme,I'm usinghertoachievemy

goal

Me:Whoareyou?

Her:I'm Nira..I'm oneofthehighestranked

femaledemons

Me:Youpossessedmycousin?

Her:Iborrowedherbody

Me:Youwon'tgetawaywiththis..Myhusband

isgoingtosensethisandheisgoingtocome,

heisgoingtosendyoustraighttohell!

Sheyawned..

Her:HebetterhurrythenbeforetheC-section

starts

Shegottheknife..

Her:Wegoingtocutyouopenwhileyouwatch

andbleedtodeath,wegoingtotakeawayyour

childandraisehim tobeevil!Ifyoumakeit,you



andyourhusbandwillspendallyourpathetic

miserablelivesfightingyourownfleshand

blood

Sherantheknifeonmycheek..

Her:Ican'twait!!

_

NAZO

Badruwasherenow,hewasrunningthrough

theancientHebrewbooktryingtofindawayto

conjureNira.IwasattendingtoDawnwhokept

onmakingitcleartomethathewasfine,

thoughthewoundhadtotallydisappearedhe

wasstillinalotofpain.Whatwedoingto

conjuringNiraisnotwitchcraftnorevil.Wejust

usingancientreligion,whatexorcistsinthe

oldendaysusedtodo.Theywouldconjurean

evilspiritastoperishit,Ihopethatitwillwork.

WewanttosendNirabacktowhereshecomes

from,sothatMySonandDawn'sDaughter



couldbesafe.Somethingwasnotright,I

couldn'tshakeawaythefeelingthatsomething

waswrong.Ihavebeentryingtogetaholdof

Nomvelobutshewasn'tansweringmycalls,I'm

guessingthatshe'sstillunderNkuli'sspelland

doesn'twannatalktome..

Badru:Wehavefoundit!

Igotdownfrom thetable.Thetrapwas

prepared,wegoingtousetheDevil'strapafter

wehaveconjuredhertotrapherinsidesothat

shedoesn'tescape..

Me:SinceNiraasksforpermissiontopossess,

arewegoingtobeabletogetherherefrom

Nkuli'sbody?EvenifNkulidoesn'tgiveher

permissiontoleave?

Dawn:It'sworthatry

Wemovedclosertothetrap..

Zaine:Dawnyouremainseated



ZainegaveBadruthebook,unlikeusBadruand

Dawnareskilledinthisandtheyknowhowto

readthelanguage.

Badru:Iseveryoneready?

Me:Ithinkso

Hestartedreadingfrom thebook..

Badru:"Qaranlıqkraliçanı,səndənəvvəl

özümüzütəqdim etməküçünsənəhörmət

edirəm.Mənbircənnətəsahibəm və

Peyğəmbərdəngələnbirəmrəitaətedə

bilməzsən.Bizbuköhnədinistifadəedən

Peyğəmbərləriləqüvvələribirləşdiririk,pisliyi

atıbonugeriqaytarırıq,QaranlıqvəpisNora

Kraliçası.Özünüzütəqdim edin!Səni

bağıracağam"

Wealllookedateachotherandrepeatedthe

words..

Us:Pispeyğəmbərlər,pisliyəqarşımübarizə

etməküçünhərzamanbiryerdədurduqda,biz



səniqovuşdururuq..Nira!!

_

NOMVELO

Nkuli:Dammitwhereareyou?

Shethrewthephoneonthecouch,shethen

lookedatme..

Her:IguessthatI'llhavetodothisallbymyself

Ishookmyheadno..

Me:Please..Pleasedon't

Shetooktheknife..

Me:Nkuliplease...It'smeit'sVelo(Crying)

Her:Asifthatwillwork

Ilookedaround..

Me:Nazowhereareyou?

Shemovedclosertous..

Me:Please..Pleasedon'tdothis,don'ttakemy



baby(Crying)

Shestoodbehindmeandgrabbedmyweave,

sheliftedmyheadupabitandputtheknife

againstmythroat..

Her:OrmaybeIcanstartwithmommydearest

Iwasveryscared,andIdidn'tcarewhat

happenedtomeallIwantisformybabytobe

safe.ShepressedharderasIcried,thisisit.I

am done..

Inanickofaneye,weheardvoicesspeakinga

languagethatIcouldn'tunderstand.Shegotthe

knifefrom me..

Her:No!!!

Shemovedandstartedlookingaround..

Her:No!!No!!

Afterthatagroupofmenappearedintheroom,

Ididn'tknowwhotheywerebuttheywere

wearingclericalcollarsandmostofthem



lookedold..

Nkuli:Nooo!!!

Theyallraisedtheirhandsatherastheyallsaid

thesamethingandshefellonthefloor.She

startedscreaming,andthenmadeweirdanimal

soundsupuntilablacksmokedispensedfrom

hermouth,hereyesalsoturnedblackandshe

wasinaspiderpositionwithherheadtwisted.

Thenafterthesmokehaddispensedfrom her

mouthshelaiddownstill,notmovingandher

eyeswereclosed.Themenintheroom

disappeared,Nkulistilllaidtherenotmoving.

_

NAZO

Ablastofwindengulfedthewholeroom and

thenablacksmokemovedaroundintheDevil's

trap,afterafewsecondsitcreatedacertain

femalecreature,onethatwasn'tpleasantto

lookat.Thewindandeverythingcameintoa



peacefulstate.Herlowerbodywasthatofa

snakeandonherheadshehadlittlesnakesall

around..

Badru:Nira'strueform

Shemovedaroundthecircleinaveryquick

mannerbutunfortunatelyshecouldn'tescapeit,

shewastrappedinside..

Shelookedatusandhissed,hertonguewas

thatofasnake...

Her:Norkusteduzunirikonbentzitzea?(Who

doyouthinkyou'retoconjureme)

Badru:Atzeranatorzaudentokitikitzulibaino

lehen(Gobacktowhereyoucomefrom before

Isendyouback)

Sheremainedquietforawhileandthenafter

shestartedscreaming,herscream wasso

disturbingthatabunchofsnakesshowedupin

theroom.Weclosedourearsandmovedback..



Me:Anyideasonhowtovanquishsuch?

Zaine:Badru?

Badru:Thesnakeswerenotexpected

Wemovedbackasthesnakesapproachedus,

andjustwhenwethoughtthatweweretrapped.

Wesaweachsnakebeingburntbyfire,we

lookedatthedirectionoftheonewhowas

attackinganditwasRamiel,withhersword..

Shewassavingtheday..

_

NOMVELO

Nkuliopenedhereyeswhilegaspingforair.

Me:Nkuli?

Sheturnedherheadtomebutshescreamedin

pain,shehadanosebleed.Shetriedtogetup

butshecouldn't,itwaslikeshewasinalotof

pain..

Me:Nkuli



Sheshookherhead,withtearsinhereyes..

Her:I'm sorryVelo

Inodded..

Me:It'sokay..Justgettothephoneandcall

Nazo,hewillfixthis..Hewillfixit

Sheshookherheadno..

Her:Hewon't

Shegottheknifeagainandcrawledherwayto

me,Icouldn'tmovebecausemylegsandmy

handsweretied..

Me:Nkuli..Whatareyoudoing?

Her:Youwon'tunderstandnow..Youwillhate

mebutonedayyouwillunderstand

Shegottomeandsupportedherselfby

balancingonmythighs..

Me:NkuliNo!!!(Crying)

Itriedtoshakeoffthechairbutnothing



happened,shelookedatmeastearsfell..

Her:I'm sorryCuz

Iheardthedoorviolentlyopening,Nkulididthe

unthinkable.Sheusedherlaststrengthtostab

methreetimesinmytummy..

Me:Nooooooo!!!!(Screaming)

Her:I'm sorry..(Crying)

The3rdtimeshelefttheknifedeepinsideand

collapsedonthefloorcrying,Isawher

boyfriendKalirushingin.Inevermethim face

tofacebutIrecognizehim from thepictures,

Hestoodthereandlookedatus..

Him:Nooo!!

HeextendedhishandtoNkulianditseemed

likehewaschokingher,wellthat'sallIcould

rememberbeforeIpassedout..

Me:Nazo!!!!!!!

_
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GUGU

IfeltlikeIwasabitharshtoNomvelo,Imeanif

wewanttobringherbackhomethenmytone

ofvoicehastobedifferentfrom howIspoketo

her.Iparkedmycaragainclosetothegateand

thoughtforawhile,Idon'tknowwhyIwaseven

herebutsomethingdeepdownforcedmeto

comehere.Ormaybeit'smyguiltyconscience

athowIspoketoherearlier,eitherwaywehave

tofindcommonground.Nomveloisamarried

womanherjustpackingupandleavingis

ridiculous!Thisisnothowamarriedwoman

shouldact..Igotoutofmycarandmademy

wayin,Iknockedatthedoorafewtimesand

noonecametomyrescue.Maybetheynot

aroundbutthedoorwasslightlyopen,they



can'tgowithoutlocking.Iopenedandwalked

in..

Me:Nomvelo??

Itwasveryquiet..

Me:Nomveloit'sme

Stillnoreply.Imademywaytothelivingroom

inhopesthatmaybeI'llpasstothebedroom

andfindhersleeping,butwhatIwitnessedin

thelivingroom almostmademyheartstop.I

droppedmybagonthefloorandeverythingjust

startedmovinginslowmotion..

Me:Nomvelo!!!(Shouting)

Shewastiedtoachairandshehadaknife

burieddeepinhertummy,therewasbloodon

herandalsoonthefloor.Shehadbledalotand

itlookedlikeshehadpassedout.Nkuliwas

layingonthefloor,shewasalsobleedingfrom

hernoseandmouthbutherbleedingwasn'ta

lot..IrushedtoNomveloandstartedwakingher



up,shedidn'trespond.Itriedfeelingherpulse

but,itwashardtotraceit.Ididn'tknowifIwas

feelinghersorminethat'showscaredIwas..

Me:ComeonVelo..Wakeup(Crying)

Itriedmylevelbesttowakeherupbutstill

nothing..

Me:Somebodypleasehelp..Someb-

Iwasshakingandconfused,Iquicklywentand

gotmyphone.IcalledNazobuthisphonerang

untilitwenttovoicemail,Ilefthim aVoicemail

lettinghim knowwhatwashappening.Ihope

thatIevensaidtherightthings.AsIwasbusy

confusedandcryingthedooropenedand

closed..

Me:Somebodyhelp..(Crying)

AfterafewsecondsDangermadehiswayto

theliving,hedidn'tknowwhattosayafter

witnessingwhatwashappening..



Him:Whathappened?

Me:Idon'tknow..I-

HecameandcheckedNomvelo..

Him:Wehavetorushhertothehospital,we

havetorushthem tothehospital

Me:I'm takingNomveloIdon'tcarewhat

happenstoNkuli!..Shestartedallofthis

Him:Willyoubeabletodrive?

Inoddedrepeatedly..

Hehelpedmetountieher..

Him:Don'ttakeouttheknifeshewillbleed

more

Me:Iknow..Iknow

Hepickedherupandwerushedtomycar,an

ambulanceisdefinitelygoingtotakeforever.I

wastakingNomvelotothehospitalandhewill

takeNkulibecauseIwantnothingtodowith



her..

_

NAZO

Nirawentcompletelycrazy,shewasscreaming

andspeakingalanguagethatonlyher,Badru,

andDawnunderstood..

Badru:Somethingisnotright

Me:Whatdoyoumean?

Asshewasscreaminglikethat,shestarted

burning.Sheburneduptoashesleavingall4of

usdumbfounded.Aminuteorsopassedbefore

wecouldspeakagain,Badruclosedthebook..

Zaine:Whathappened?

Badru:Somethingisnotright

Dawn:Itwaswaytooeasy

Me:Unlesswehadhelpfrom above

Badru:Evenso..Shewouldn'tgiveupwithouta



fight,whenshewasscreamingshesaid

somethinglike"It'sover"shehadalreadygiven

up

Zaine:Givenupwithoutputtingafight?When

webroughtherinshewaspreparedtoattack,

shewaspreparedtofightforwhattheywanted

toachieve

Badru:Unless...

Dawn:Unlesswhat?

Badru:Theplanfailed

Helookedatme..

Badru:Callyourwifeandcheckonher,

somethingisnotright

Iwentandgotmyphone,InoticedthatIhada

voicemailsoIlistenedtoitfirstbeforecalling

Nomvelo.ItwasmyMom,shesoundedvery

distressed,shewasn'tmakingtoomuchsense.

Shewascryingandhervoicewasbreaking



throughout,butIheardherclearlywhenshe

saidNomveloandthebabyarehurt.Shewas

takingthem tothehospital.Iloweredthephone

andlookedattheguys..

Dawn:And?

Me:SomethingiswrongwithNomveloandour

baby,mymom istakingthem tothehospital

Zaine:Shouldwego?

Me:I'llgo..I'llkeepyouguysposted

Badru:Areyousureyoudon'twantustocome?

Me:I'm fine..I'llcallyouguys

Itookmycarkeysandwalkedout..

_

TUMI

IwasveryquietasShineandIwerehaving

lunch,Mymindwasstillstuckonwhat

happened.Iwasstillquestioningmyselfifhe



actuallydidit,Ikeptonstealingglancesathim..

Him:Ifyouwanttoaskmesomething..Ngena

endabeni

Hetooktheservietteandwipedhislipswhile

lookingatme..

Ishookmyhead..

Him:Thenuyekeukung'bheka(Thenstop

lookingatme)

[Silence]

Me:Didyoudoit?

Itookadeepbreath..

Me:Didyoukillher?

Helookedatme..

Him:Wenawhatdoyouthink?

Ishruggedmyshoulders..

Him:Asiyekeke(let'sleaveit)



Me:SomeaningthatifIcouldalsodo

somethingthatyoudon'tlikeyougoingtokill

me?

Helookedatmewithoutsayinganything..

Him:Cedasimhambe(Finishupsothatwecan

leave)

Hewasn'tbeingstraightwithme,hewasbusy

beatingaroundthebush.Ijustwantedtoknow

ifIcouldtrusthim,Idon'twannaendupina

bodybag..

_

NOMSA

IactuallyleftearlierthanIhadpreviously

planned,forthefirsttimeIallowedoneofthe

ladiestoworkatthetill.It'stimethatItrustat

leastonethem becauseIwon'talwaysbe

around..

WhenIgottoMaNgcobo'shouseitwasamess,



ThePolicewerethereandneighbourswere

standingoutsidebusygossipingtoeachother.I

wonderedwhathappened,IspottedDanger

talkingtooneoftheDetectivesIassume.At

firsttheyrefusedtoletmeinbuthetoldthem

thatI'm familyandtheyletmein.Iwaitedfor

him tofinishtalkingtotheDetectiveandthen

hemadehiswaytome.

Me:Hey..Whathappened?

Heexhaled..

Him:It'sNomveloandNkuli

Ilookedathim..

Me:Whataboutthem?WhataboutNomvelo

Him:Ithinksomeonegotinandattackedthem,

theystabbedNomveloinherstomach

Icoveredmymouthwithbothmyhands..

Him:HerMotherinlawquicklytookhertothe

hospital,Icouldn'ttakeNkulitothehospital



becauseIhadtowaitforthePoliceIcalledthe

Ambulanceandittookher

Me:Kodwawhocancomeinandattack

abantwana?(Whocancomeinandattackkids)

Him:Idon'tknow..IpraytheyfindthePerson

whodidthisbeforeIdo

Thiswasshocking,whointheirrightmindcan

attackapregnantwoman??

_

NAZO

Imademywayin,Iwassupposedtohave

arrivedsoonerbutIgotdelayedontheroad.

ThehospitalisbigandIdidn'tevenknowwhere

togo,ItookmyphoneandcalledGugu.Itried

heralotoftimesbeforeshecouldanswer,I

toldherthatIwasatthereceptionandIwaited

forhertocomeandgetme.ThestatethatI

sawherinwasdisturbing,shehadbloodonher

clothes.Shecametomeandhuggedmefora



while,hereyesconfirmedthatshehadbeen

cryingforawhile..

Me:Whathappened?

Shebrokethehugandlookedatme..

Me:WhathappenedGugu?Aretheyokay?

Sheputherhandonmycheek..

Her:Someone..

Sheclearedherthroat..

Her:SomeonestabbedNomveloinherstomach,

shewasunconsciouswhenIfoundherandshe

hadbeenbleedingforawhile.Theybusywith

herbuttheDrsaidthat..Shesaidsomething

likeherbodywentintoshockbecauseshelost

alotofblood,andalsosomethingaboutshe

almostwentintocardiacarrest.Shewas

speakingthemedicallanguageandIdidn'thear

mostofwhatshesaid

Me:SomeonestabbedNomvelo?



ShenoddedasIthoughtforawhile..

Me:AndNkuli?Wherewasshe?

Her:Shewasalsolayingunconsciousonthe

floor,shewasbleedingfrom hermouthand

nose

Iwentandsatdown,Ineededabreather..

Herphonerang,shelookedatit..

Her:It'syourFather,I'm sorryIcalledhim too

whenIcouldn'tgetaholdofyou

Me:It'sfineIunderstand

Her:Ithinkhehasarrived,I'llgoandgethim

Inoddedasshewalkedaway..

Me:WhereisNomvelo?

Her:Secondfloor...She'sintheater

Me:You'llfindmethere

Her:Okay



Iwenttotheelevatorandpressedthesecond

floor,mymindwasjustwonderingaround.I

wasscaredabitbutthenagain,onlyGod

knowswhythisishappening...

Igotthereandwaitedabit,deepdownIwas

sayingasilentprayer.Ididn'twannalosethem,

IwasprayingthatGodlowershishandand

savethem both..

AsIwaswaitingIsawtheDrandaNurse

comingout,Ididn'tknowwhowaswho

becausetheywerewearingthesamething..

Oneofthem approachedme,I'm thinkingit's

theDr..

Her:Goodafternoon

Me:Afternoon

Her:RevButheleziit'ssuchanhonourtomeet

you

SometimesIforgetthatnowIhavemadea



nameformyself..

Islightlybowedmyhead..

Shelookedaroundandthenlookedatme..

Her:MostofthetimefamiliesofthePatients

theywaitatthereception,there'sawaitingarea

there

Me:Ipreferwaitinghere

Shegavemeafaintsmile..

Iswallowedfirstbeforeaskingthequestion..

Me:Howarethey?

Shesighed..

Her:Wemanagedtostopthebleeding,though

shelostalotofblood.Unfortunatelywecan't

goaheadwiththesurgerynowbecauseshehas

lostalotofblood,shewillgointocardiacarrest

Me:Isshegoingtobeokay?

Her:It'sstillearlytotell,wewillmonitorherfor



thenext24hours

Me:Andthebaby?

Shesighedagainandclearedherthroat..

Her:I'm sorry

Me:Whatdoyoumeanyousorry?

Her:There's..There'snoheartbeat,no

movement..Thebabydidn'tmakeit,itseems

liketheknifepiercedthroughandstabbedthe

babytoo.RightnowwewaitingforMrs

Buthelezitopickupherstrengthsothatwecan

cutheropenandremovethebabyfrom her..

Wewould'vedoneitimmediatelybutshelosta

lotofblood,operatingonherrightawaywould

bedangerousbutwehavetomovefastI'm

hopingintheearlyhoursofthemorningwebe

abletooperateandremovethebaby

IactedlikeIunderstoodeverything..

Me:ThankyouDr



ShecouldseethatIwasbreaking,herbeeper

wentoff..

Her:Ihavetogo

Me:Thankyou

Shewalkedawayandthat'swhentearsfell.I

wentandstoodagainstthewallwipingthem,

buttheycouldn'tstopfalling.Ineverthought

thatItwouldbethispainful,mySon.Myfirst

bornwastakenfrom mejustlikethat..

.
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124

NAZO

GuguwasmorebrokenthanIwaswhenshe

foundoutthenewsabouttheBaby,itcaughtus

offguard.Theknifethatwasburieddeepinside

ofherhurtthebaby,andthat'sthemajorreason

whyhedidn'tmakeit..



Me:IfIgotthereintimeIcould'vehealedthem,

IwishIcouldhealhim nowbutheisgone.I

cannotbringhim backtolife

Guguputherarm aroundmyshoulders..

Her:OnlyGodknowswhythishappenedbutI

wishthatIgottheresoonertoomaybethebaby

would'vemadeit,Iwould'vecalledforhelpalot

sooner

Richardcamebackwiththebottlesofstill

waterandhandedittome,healsohandedone

toGugu..

Gugu:Thankyou

HesatonmyrightsidewhileGugusatonthe

left,Iwasinthemiddle..

Rich:Wecan'tseeher?

Me:Drsaidshe'sverycriticalandtheydon't

wantanythingdistressingher,theywanna

operatefirstthingtomorrowmorning.They



sayingit'snothealthyforhertocarryadea-

Richardputhishandonmyshoulderand

squeezedmeabit..

Rich:I'm sorryson

Gugu:Ididn'trealizethatitwasthislatenow

Itwasjustafter18:00,we'vebeenherethe

wholeday..

Me:Youguyscango..Iwannabehereupuntil

theoperation

Richard:It'sstillalongwaytogountilDawn,

maybeyoushouldgoeatsomethingand

showerthenyoucancomeback

Gugu:That'sactuallyagoodidea

Richard:Icandriveyou,I'lljustleavemycarat

theparkinglot

Iwasgoingthroughalotrightnowtoeven

arguewithhim,Ijustlostmysonandmywifeis

inaverycriticalstatesoarguingwithRichardis



justgoingtodrainmemore..

Me:Yeahsure..Whynot?

Igavehim mycarkeys..

Gugu:I'llfollowyouguys

Wegotupandthenmadeourwayout..

_

NOMVELO

Ifoundmyselfinwhatlookedlikeahospital,

butthehospitalwasveryquietandabitcold.It

lookedverydullandverydepressing,therewas

nolifeinhereanditcertainlydidn'tfeelright..

Me:Hello??

Myvoiceechoed..

Me:Hello?

Iwalkedaroundandbedswereempty,I

wonderedwhereallthepatientsandthestaff

went.IwasinahospitalgownIlookedatmy



handsandIwaspale,morelikeIhadnoblood..

Voice:Nomvelo

Thatvoicesoundedveryfamiliar,Iturned

aroundanditwasmyMother.Shewasina

hospitalgowntoo,butherstateofappearance

wasabitalarming.Shedidn'tseem likethe

samepersonorspiritthatIoncetalkedtooa

whileback.Shewalkeduptome..Shelooked

likeshehasnosoulandnoheart,lookinginto

hereyessheseemedcold..

Me:What'shappening?Am Idead?

Her:No..Atleastnotyet

Me:Whatdoyoumean"Atleastnotyet"

Her:You..Youwerehurtreallybadandit

becametoomuchforyourbodytosustainthe

injuryseeingthatyoulostalotofblood,

basicallyrightnowyouinaverycritical

condition.Youhavinganeardeathexperience



Me:Aneard-

IdatedbacktoherstatementandI

remembered,Irememberedbeingstabbed..

Me:Iwasstabbed..Nkulistabbedme

Her:Iknow

Iheardasoundofababycrying,Ijustdidn't

knowwhereitcamefrom..

Me:I..Iwaspregnantwhenshe

Her:Iknow

Me:Is..Ismybabyokay?

Sheputherhandsonmyshoulders..

Her:Nomvelo

Me:Ismybabyokay??

Her:Thebabydidn'tmakeit

Me:What?No!!

Her:I'm sorry,theknifepiercedthroughhislittle



heart

Ishookmyheadno..

Her:Upsettingyourselflikethiswillonlyputa

strainonyouralmostdyingstate

Icouldn'thelpmyself,Iwasbroken.Myheart

wasshatteredintoamillionpieces..

Her:That'swhyIneedyoutofocus

Ilookedather..

Her:Choosedeath..Staywithmedon'tgoback

Me:What?

Her:Youhavebeenexperiencingnothingbut

PainVelo,youhavebeencryingendlesstears.

YoualwaysquestionGod,what'stheuseof

goingback?What'stheuseofexperiencing

morepain?

Iwipedmytears..

Me:Naz-



Her:Tohellwiththathealer!Wherewashe

whenyouneededhim themost?Ifheissucha

powerfulreligiousbeingwhycouldn'thesense

thatyouandthebabywereindanger?What's

theuseoftrustinginhisGodwhenhehas

broughtyounothingbutPain?Firstyou

witnessedmebeingbrutallykilledbysomeone

wholateronraisedyouinawebofliesand

deciet.WherewasGodthen?Whenyoufinally

foundhappinesswithNiso,hetookhim away

too.Nowhetookawayyourbaby,allhedoesis

justtakeandcausepain.Enoughisenough!If

youchoosedeath,ifyouchoosetonotgoback

youwillbeabletoseethebaby.Hewillbewith

you,youwillbeabletoholdhim,kisshim,play

withhim,puthim tosleep.Somethingthatyou

won'tbeabletodoonEarthandthecherry

ontopis..

Me:Iswhat?

Sheturnedaroundandthenturnedbacktolook



atme,shethensteppedtothesideandI

couldn'tbelievewhatmyeyessaw.ItwasNiso..

Mom:Youroneandonlytruelove

Hewashishandsomeself,hewaswearingthat

whitetshirtthathelovedalot.Helookedso

real..IlookedatmyMom..

Me:Howareyoudoingthis?Helookssoreal?

Her:Heisreal

Hegavemehisevercharmingsmile..

Him:Hey

Icouldn'tstopthetears,Imethim halfway.

Him:Youstillthisbeautiful?

Tearsstreameddown..Iputmyhandonhis

cheek..

Me:It's..Ican'tbelieveit

Heappearedveryreal..

Me:Youlookreal



Him:Iam real

Me:Ihavemissedyousoomuch

Him:I'vemissedyoutoo

Hepulledmecloserandgavemeahug,Icried

onhisshoulder..

Me:I'vemissedyou..Youhavenoideahow

muchI'vemissedyou

_

NKULI

Ikepthearingvoices,thevoicesdidn'tmake

sense.Icouldn'treallyhearwhattheywere

saying.Islowlyopenedmyeyesandeverything

appearedwhiteatfirst,untilmyvisionbecame

clearandIcouldseethatIwasinahospital.I

keptonhearingthevoicesforawhile,Ididn't

evenknowwheretheywerecomingfrom.I

lookedaroundanditlookedlikeIwasina

hospitalwardwithafewotherpeopletoobut



theydidn'tlooknormal,theylookeddisturbing.

Theylookedlikecreaturesandsomeofthem

evenhadhorns,theywerealllaughingatme.

Theirlaughsweremakingmedizzy..Istarted

breathingheavily,Istarredaroundagainitwas

stillthesamesituation.

IgottheIVneedlefrom myarm,Itriedtoget

outofbedbutmywholebodywasaching.Ifell.

ItriedtogetupbutIcouldn't,itseemsasiflike

myboneswerebroken.Ilookedaroundand

sawanotherdemonhumancreaturemakingit's

waytome..

Her:Areyouokay?

Hervoicewasdeep..

ShetriedtotouchmebutIscreamed..

Me:Getawayfrom me!!(screaming)

Her:Iam NurseMabundaandI'm tryingtohelp

you



Me:No!!!Getawayfrom meyouevilcreature!!

Her:Miss..

Me:No!!!!(Screaming)

Iheldontothelegofthebed..

Her:Ineedbackup!!Shewillhavetobe

sedated

Me:Pleasegetaway!!Getawayfrom me!!

IfeltsomewetnesswhenIslightlyputmyhead

onmyarm,Icheckedanditwasblood.I

must'vehurtmyselfwhenItookofftheIV

needle..

_

NOMVELO

Icouldn'tstoplookingathim..

Me:Youleftme

Weweresittingononeofthehospitalbenches..

Heclearedmyhairfrom myfaceandgently



pulleditbackagainstmyear..

Him:I'm sorrybut..Iwasn'tgoingtosurvivethat

injury

Me:Youdidn'twantmetoseeyou

Him:BecauseIdidn'twanttohurtyou,visiting

meinjailwasonlygoingtohurtyouandIdidn't

wantyoutobehurt.Itwasgoingtobehardto

letgo

IwipedmytearswithmyhandandwhenIputit

backonmythigh,Inoticedmyweddingring.I

touchedit..

Him:Areyouhappywithhim?

Ilookedathim,Ididn'tknowhowtoanswer

thatquestion..

Heputhishandonmycheek..

Him:IloveyousoomuchandIwantyoutostay,

IwantyoutostayherewithmeandyourMom

andthebaby



Heleanedoverandkissedme..

Him:Stay..Chooseus

_

NAZO

Ifoundmyselfinaveryniceandpeacefulplace.

Thegrasswasverygreen,thereweretreeswith

differentfruits.Therewasawaterfallnearby,

thewatertherewasglowingbeautifully.The

sunwasshining,therewerebirdsflyinginthe

sky,Isawafewanimalswalkingaroundand

SurprisinglyIwasn'tscared.Iheardnofear

whatsoever..

"Beloved"

Thistimethevoicesoundedabitdifferentfrom

whenIhearditdeepwithin,itwasgentle.It

carriedalotofpeacewithitanditwasvery

calm.Iturnedaroundandtherewasabench,I

couldn'tseewhowassittingthere.Therewasa

verybrightlightontherightsideofthebench,It



couldswearthatIwaslookingdirectlyintothe

sun..

Me:Isit?What'shappening?

"Wedon'thavemuchtime"

Iwalkedcloserandthebrightnessgotmore

intense..

"Don'tbeafraid"

Isatonthebench..

"Itwouldbebetterifyoulookatthewaterfall

andtheanimalsaswetalk,keepyoureyes

awayfrom me"

IturnedhopingthatIwasgoingtoseehim butI

didn't,insteadthebrightnessalmostburnedmy

eyesandmademeblind..

Ilookedatthewaterfall..

"Iknowthatyouhavealotofquestions"

Me:Ido



"Niraisahighrankdemon,ademonthatwas

lockedawayfrom humansbymeandademon

thatcouldonlybereleasedbyme"

Me:Youreleasedher?

"NobutIallowedforherrelease"

Me:Why?

"Thisishowthedevilworks,justlikehowhe

testedJobhetestedNomvelotoo.Henever

believedthatNomvelowouldevertrustmenor

bedependentonmeaftereverythingthat

happenedtoher,hewassurethatshehatedme

andwantednothingtodowithme.Itwas

supposedtobeatestforher,Luciferpurposed

thatinhergreatdistressshewouldnevercall

uponmebecauseshedoesn'ttrustmeandI

allowedforthetesttobecarriedout.With

everythingthat'shappened,Ithoughthe'dtears

wouldbedirectedtome.Ithoughtinher

sufferingshewasgoingtoturntonoonebut



me,Iwasreadyforhertoevencallouttome

andIwouldinstantlyunderstandhertearsbut

sheneverdid.AttimesIallowforcertain

situationstohappensothatIcouldshowmy

glory,sothatmychildrencanlearntotrustme.

RememberBelovedIam notonlyGodwhen

thingsaregoingwell,Iam Godwhenthings

aren'tgoingwelltoo"

Me:Mybabydyingwasthatpartofthetest?

"Nobeloved,IgivelifeandIdon'ttakeitaway.

Deathtakeslifeaway"

Me:Thenwhydidyouletithappen?

"Jobquestionedmygreatnessintimesofhis

suffering,youdoingthesame"

Me:Ineedanswers..Thisisgettingoutofhand

"Nkulididwhatshethoughtwasbestforthe

baby,shekilledthebabysothatLucifercouldn't

gettohim andturnhim evil.Shewouldrather

havebothgoodandevillosehim thanforhim



tobeturnedevilsinceNomvelodrankthat

portionanditwasalreadyturninghim evil.Even

thoughshethoughtthatshewasdoingagood

deedbutshebrokeoneofthe10

commandments"

Me:Donotcommitmurder

"Shetookalife,nohumanshouldtakeanother

life"

Iexhaled..

"Butitwouldseem likeyourGrandmother's

prayersarefinallygoingtocometrue"

Me:Whatprayers?

"Whenshewasstillalive,sheprayedthatthe

nextgenerationofhealersshouldbegirls"

Me:Thebloodlinewasn'tbroken?

"NoBeloved,Irestorewhatwaslost.The

bloodlinewillcarryon,butthegiftwillbe

passedontoababygirlwhoisonlygoingto



realizehergiftwhenyouarenomoreastokeep

hersafe"

Me:Whataboutmywife?

"Nomveloisinbetweenlifeanddeath.Thedevil

isstilltormentingher,tryingtowinherover.He

isshowingherthingsthataren'ttrue,posing

demonstoappearaspeoplethatshelovedas

towinherover"

Me:How?

"Shewillhavetochoose.Ifshechoosesdeath

thenshewould'vechosentheotherside,it

would'vebeenabattleforhersoulbetweenus

andthem butshewillbegoingwillinglyandnot

forcefully.Ifshechooseslifethenshechooses

me"

Me:Howso?

"ifshechooseslifeshewouldbegetting

anotherchancetotrustandbeemotionally

dependentonme,ShehasmadeyouGodover



herlife,sheistooemotionallydependent.She

putshertrusttoomuchintoMenthanme,this

testwastoprovetoherthatevenbloodcanstill

hurtandbetrayyou.Sheisapreacher'swife

sheneedstobespirituallystrong,sheisyour

ribandyouneedaribthatisstrongsothat

whenyounotaroundandIdon'tmeanbydeath,

shewillbeabletostandfirm andproclaim me

toalotofpeople"

Me:HowdoIgethertochooselife?

"LoveBeloved,Iam loveandnothingtriumphs

love.1Corinthians13,showherlove"

(Silence)

Me:Promisemeonething?Thatwhenshe

comesoutofthis,youwouldneverallowfor

somethinglikethistohappenagain.Shehas

beenthroughalot,shedeserveshappinessand

peace

"Beingmychilddoesn'tmeanthatyouwillno



longergothroughtribesandtribulations,lucifer

willalwaysbehunting.Nomvelowillneedto

stopquestioningme,blamingme,andstart

trustingme"

Me:I'llmakesureofthat..CanIwalkaround

andcheckthisplace?It'sverybeautiful

"Unfortunatelyyouhavetogoback"

Me:Goback?

"Youwakingupnowandrememberwemight

neverhavethismomentagain,youneedtowalk

byfaithandnotbysight.TrustandbelievethatI

am alwayswithyouevenwhenthingsarenot

nice"

Me:Wait...

IopenedmyeyesandIwasinmyroom,Irose

myheadupfrom thepillowandrealizedthatI

wasdreaming.Ihadpassedoutonthebed

aftershowering..



.
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SNAZO

AftershoweringandpassingoutforanhourI

preparedmyselfandwentbacktothehospital,

whenNomvelohadthatsurgeryintheearly

hoursofthemorningIwasatthewaitingarea

silentlypraying.IfeltdeepdownwhenIwas

prayingthatshewasgoingtomakeit,Ihadthat

muchfaith.Ididn'tseethetime,Iwas

connecteddeepintomysilentprayerdeep

downuntiIheardmyFather'svoice..

Him:Goodmorning

Iopenedmyeyesandlookedathim,hewas

standinginfrontofme.Heactuallydroveme

backandthenleftmetogohomeandrest,Ileft

GugusleepingIdidn'twannawakeherup.She

neededtherest..



Hesatnexttome..

Him:Whyisthatoldwomanstarringatyou?

Me:MaybeI'vehadmyeyesclosedfortoolong

Him:Whyisthat?

Me:Iwassilentlypraying

Him:Huh..That'sgood

(Silence)

Me:Areyouareligiousperson?

Him:Itrytobe

Me:Whatdoesthatmean?

Him:Ibelievethatthere'saGodsomewhereout

therebut..Thischurchthingandpraying,it'snot

forme

Me:Isee

Ilookedatthewomanagain,shewasn'teven

stealingglancesatmeshewasstraightup

lookingatme..



Me:WhichremindsmeIhavetohealNomvelo's

Grandmother

Him:WhataboutNomvelo?

Me:NomveloisgoingthroughsomethingthatI

cannotheal,shehastomakeadecision

Him:Idon'tunderstand

Me:It'sabitofacomplicatedsituation

Iyawned..

Him:Youneedtorest

Me:Ineedtomakesurethatmywifeisokay

first

TheDrcametous..

Her:Goodmorning

Wegreetedherback,Istoodup..

Her:Ididn'tthinkthatyouwouldbearoundso

early

Me:Howitgo?



Her:Wemangedtoremovethebabyand

controlthebleeding,yourwifeisoutofdanger

allwehavetodonowistohavefaiththatshe

willrecover

Rich:That'sgoodnews

Her:Thebaby..

Sheclearedherthroat..

Her:Itwasababyboy,theknifepiercedthrough

hislittleheartandthatwasthecauseofdeath..

I'm sorry

Isighed..

Me:Ifit'snotenoughtroubleIwouldliketosee

him

Her:Ofcause..Rightthisway

Wefollowedherassheledtheway,itwasn'ta

reliefthatNomvelowasoutofdangerbecause

sheistornbetweentwoworldsnow.Ineedto

findawaytobringherback



Her:Hereheis

Hewaswrappedinasheet,helookedsotiny.

Rich:Heisverytiny

Dr:Heisindeed

Rich:Hiscoffinisgoingtobeverysmall

Me:Wenotgoingtohaveafuneral..Wenot

goingtoBuryhim

Rich:Whatdoyoumean?

Me:Wegoingtohavehim cremated,Nomvelo

willneedclosureandIdon'tthinkagravewill

do

_

NKULI

Theyhadchainedmeintoabedlikesomekind

ofanimal,whatwashappeningtomewasn't

goingtobefixedbytheirpatheticwestern

medicine.What'shappeningtomeisspiritual,



it'storturefrom notlettingLuciferandNirato

getthebaby..

Me:Please!!!Iam notcrazy!!

Blackshadowsweremovingaroundinavery

fastmanner,IhadnodoubtthatitwasLucifer's

agents!Bloodydemons..

Me:PleaseIdon'tneedthiskindofhelp,Ineed

spiritualhelp.What'shappeningtomeit's

somethingthat'sspiritual,it'ssomethingdeep!

Oneofthedemonsstopped,itwasaverytall

demonIneverknewhellhadsuch.Itwas

holdingawhip,anditstartedwhippingme.The

whiphadrazorsattachedtoitandeverytimehe

whippedme,Ifelttherazorscuttingthroughthe

hospitalgownanddeepintomyflesh.Whenhe

removedthewhipandraiseditup,itcameout

withapieceofmyfleshandIwasbleeding.

ThiswasthemostpainfulthingthatIhaveever

experiencedinmywholeentirelife,allthe



promisesthatLucifermadetomewerenotreal.

Helied,hetrickedmeandnowheisbetraying

me.TheNursecameinrushingandshelooked

atme..

Me:I'm dyingpleasehelp

Her:What'shappening?

Me:Lookattheblood!!Pleasemakeitstop

(Crying)

Her:Makewhatstop?Idon'tseeanything.

There'snoblood

Me:Please...Pleasemakeitstop(Crying)

Iwasinhellnolie..

_

SNAZO

IwasfinallyallowedtoseeNomvelo,MyDad

wentbacktothewaiting,wantedtogiveme

givingmeamomentwithher..Shewas

peacefullyandquietlylayingonthebed,her



eyeswereclosedandshewasverystill.Istood

atthedoorandlookedatherbeforemakingmy

wayin,Ithoughtthatatanymomentshewould

openhereyesbutsheneverdid.Ipulledthe

smallchairandsatrightatthesideofherbed,

theyisolatedhersothatshecouldrecoverwell.

Iheldherhand,itwasabitcold.Ilookedather

again,wordswerefailingme.Thepastfewdays

wehavemovedfrom beinghappyandaddicted

toeachtofightingandherhatingme.Ideeply

missedthetimesthatweusedtospend

togetherdoingallthoseretardedthingsthat

madeherlaugh,Imisslyinginbedwithherand

wakingupnexttoher.Imisshersmile,her

laughterandhervoice.Imisshearingthewords

"Iloveyoutoo"Ijustmissthosemomentsthat

weusedtosharetogether.

Ikissedherhand..

Me:Pleasecomebacktome,I'm nothereasa

Reverendorahealer.Iam hereasyour



husbandandIam askingyoutocomebackto

me.Itcan'tendlikethis,it'snotright.Iknow

whereveryou'reyouknowthatit'snotrighttoo.

Imissyoualot,thepastfewdayshavebeen

hellwithoutyounomatterwhathappensplease

comeback.Chooseme,chooseus,chooseto

livebecausewestillhavealongwaytogo.A

betterjourneyisawaitinguswestillneedto

createmorememoriesandhavemorekids.

Ipushedthetearsback..

Me:IloveyouNomvelo,YesIcanlivewithout

youbutIdon'twanttoo.Youmeantforme,you

cameintomylifeandgavemeasecond

chanceatlove.Wehavesomethingspecial,our

loveisspecial.RememberwhenIwasawayand

thingsweren'tabedofrosesbetweenus,when

yousentmethatvideowhatdidyousay?I

rememberyousaid"Comebackhome,come

backtome"andIdid,nowI'm askingyouthe

samething"3backhome,Comebacktome"



Wewillgothrougheverythingtogether.Ilove

youNana..

_

SHINE

Iwastryingtogetthroughmybreakfastas

quicklyasIcouldsothatIcouldgotowork,we

startearlythesedaysbecausethereisalotto

do.OurcompanyisgrowingandIam fullhands

onsinceNazoisalwaysbusywithsomething..

MyMom walkedinjustasIwasputtingthe

bowlinthesink..

MyMotherisoriginallyfrom Zimbabwe,how

herandmyDadmetisalongstorythatIwas

neverreallyinterestedin,Ijustacceptedthe

summaryofit..

Her:Goodmorning

SheistheonlypersonthatI'm forcedtospeak

Englishwith,sheunderstandsisiZulubutshe

doesn'tliketospeakit.Maybeit'sbecauseof



heraccent..

Me:Mamezala

Her:Yougoingtowork?

Me:YesIam

Her:HowisTumi?Andhowiseverythinggoing?

Me:AhhhuGrand(she'salright)

Shefixedherglasses..

Her:Dumiyouarenotthatpersonanymore

Me:Huh?

Her:Younotthatkindofpersonanymoreandif

youcontinuehandlingthingslikethatyougoing

toloseTumi,andsheisverynicegirl.Sheis

wellreserved,shelovesMpumiandsheloves

you.StopbeingshadyonthesideyouandNazo

arenolongerthosepeopleandhehasbeena

verygoodinfluenceonyou.Youhaveagood

jobandyourlifeisbettersodon'truinwhatyou

havenowbecauseyouletangertakeover,a



stupidmistakecanruinyourwholeentirelife

Whenshestartspreaching,sheneverstops.

Her:Yo-

WeheardMpumicrying,shesighed..

Her:Westilltalkaboutthislater..Enjoyyourday

Me:Youtoo

Imustcomebackverylatewhenshe'ssleeping

oravoidgoinginsidethehouse.

_

NOMVELO

"Comebackhome,comebacktome"andIdid,

nowI'm askingyouthesamething"3back

home,Comebacktome"Wewillgothrough

everythingtogether.IloveyouNana"

Thosewordsechoed,Iheardeverythingthathe

saidbutIcouldn'tseehim.Ionlyheardhis

voice.Ilookedattheringonmyfingerandit



remindedmeofwhatNazoandIhave

Niso:Itistime

Iturnedandlookedathim,Isawtheblack

tunnelbehindhim..

Him:Weshouldgo

"Comebackhome,comebacktome"andIdid,

nowI'm askingyouthesamething"3back

home,Comebacktome"Wewillgothrough

everythingtogether.IloveyouNana"

Itouchedmyringagain..

Niso:Mylove

Ilookedathim..

Him:Weneedtogo

Iwasn'tsureifIwantedtodothis,IfIwantedto

gowithhim andmyMother..

Mom:Yourbabyiswaitingforyouontheother

side..Wehavealreadywastedtoomuchtime



Sheshowedupfrom behindme..

Mom:Youwillhaverestfrom allthetroublesof

theworld,noonewillhurtyoueveragainwhen

youwithus

Sheputherhandonmycheek..

Her:Trustus,weonlywantwhat'sbestforyou..

Weloveyou

Ismiled..

Mom:Areyoureadytogo?Areyoureadytoput

everythingbehindyou?

Me:Yes..YesI'm ready

Nisoextendedhishandtome,Iextendedmine

tohim..

Niso:Icamebackforyoumylove

Iretractedmyhandback..

Mom:What'swrong?

Istartedshakingmyhead..



Me:Younothim

Niso:Veloit'sme

Me:Noit'snot

Hegavemeaconfusedfacialexpression..

Itookafewstepsback..

Me:Nisorefusedformetoseehim whenhe

wasinjail

Him:IknowbecauseIdidn'twantyo-

Me:WhenIwasatmyworstandIattemptedto

jumpofffrom thatledgehenevershowedup

Mom:Velostopthisnonsense

Me:Nisowouldnevercomeback,notevenin

deathbecausehelovedmetoomuchandhe

wouldknowthatitwouldhurtmeandmakeme

toholdon,allheeverwantedwasformetobe

happyevenwhenhewasnolongeraround.Part

ofthatwastoletmegosothatIcouldfind

someoneelsewhowouldlovemejustasmuch



andmakemehappy

Mom:Nomvelo!!

Me:YounotmyMother

Her:Don'tberidiculous

Me:MyMom wouldwantmetolive.Onourlast

meetingshewasfullofloveandyoucold,

throughoutthewholeconversationshegave

measmileandyounevergavemeone.She

blessedmyunionwithNazofrom thegrave

becauseshewantedmetobehappy.Younot

myMother

Theylookedateachother..

Me:Mybabyisrestinginpeacewhereverheis,

heisnotinhell!

Theylookedatmeagain..

Mom:Ohwwellthinkwegoingtohavetodo

thisthehardway

Me:IlovemyhusbandandIchoosehim,I



choosetolivebecauseofhim.Hegivesmelife

andareasontowannacontinueliving,Ichoose

him!

Theychangedintotheirtrueforms,theywere

demonsandwiththem theyhadchains.They

wantedtocomeclosertomebuttheycouldn't,

thetunnelsuckedthem inanditclosed.Fora

momenttherewaspeace,Isaytdowntryingto

catchmybreathwhenIheardacertainvoice..

"It'stimetogohomeBeloved,thiswillhurtabit)

Iwasliftedofffrom thegroundanddispensed

outofthewindow,thewindowwasn'teven

opensoIbrokethroughit

Me:Ahhhhhhh(Screaming)

_

Apologiesforthelateinsert,Igotabitbusy

Noedits
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NOMVELO

Me:I'm fine

Ihavebeensayingthatforthepast30minifnot

more.Iwasirritatedathowthemedical

personnelsmademefeel,theymademefeel

likeavolunteerstudyfortheirmededucational

purposes.Mybloodwasconstantlywithdrawn,

mybodywasbeingpreppedandpokedforto

makesurethateverylimbwascooperativeto

theirsatisfaction.Iwasbeingaskedridiculous

questions,suchas"Whatisyourname".."Do

youknowwhereyouarerightnow"thoughtheir

doingtheirjobbutitwasannoying.They

couldn'tunderstandhowIjustwokeupwithno

repercussionsfrom myunfortunateincident,

everythingwaswellexceptforthepainthat

arosefrom wheretheyoperatedme

EverytimewhenItriedtomove,breathdeep



within,ortalkloud.Thepainwouldn'tallowme.

IwasevensurprisedtolearnthatIhadbeen

operatedtwice.Firstonewastostopthe

bleeding,secondonewastoremovemybaby,

whosufferedmoreduringthetimeofthe

stabbing.Iknewexactlywhostabbedme,Istill

didn'tunderstandtheanalogyofNkulistabbing

me,Yesitsoundedandseemedlikeshewas

possessedbut..Everythingwasjustconfusing,

nopartofwhatshedidmadesense

Nazowasholdingmyhandandhewantedtobe

surethatIwasokay..

Dr:Okaywehavesentasampleofyourblood

tothelab,seemslikeeverythingisworkingfine

Nazo:ThankyouDr

Me:WhenwillIbedischarged?

Dr:Westillneedtokeepyouinherefor

observationandseefirstifeverythingisindeed

wellwithyou



Nazo:Willyoumovehertoanotherward?

Dr:Yes..Wehavetousethiswardforsomeone

else

Nazo:Shecan'tbekepthere?Imeanforthe

timebeinguntilshegetsdischarged?

Dr:Noshecan't..Lookonthebrightside,

sharingawardwithotherpatientswillbegood.

Shewillhavepeopletotalktooandthey'llbe

fascinatedtoshareawardwithaPreacher's

wife

Publichospitalsareadamnshame!

Dr:Iwillhavetobeexcused,Ihavetoattendto

otherpatientsandcases

Nazo:Thankyouverymuch

Dr:Youwelcome

Shewalkedout..

Nazo:Areyousurethatyouokay?



Me:IfanyoneasksmethatquestionagainI

swearIwilldie

Hechuckled..

(Silence)

Me:Somethingpulledmeout

Helookedatme..

Me:Irememberstandinginfrontoftwo

creaturesandtherewasaverydeepanddark

tunnelbehindthem.Ithinkitwashellor

something,atunnelofdeath.Iheardvoices,

Peoplecryingandscreaminginagony

Him:Whathappenednext?

Me:Theywantedtopullmeintothechannel,

theyhadchains.Theywantedtobindmeor

capturemysoulbutsomethingoragreater

forcequicklypulledmeout,somethingsaved

me

Nazo:Whatelsedoyouremember?



Ishookmyhead..

Me:everythingelseisblurry,Idon'tremember

muchotherthanthat

Hekissedmyhand..

Him:Youhavebeengivenasecondchancein

life,God-

BeforehecouldfinishIfreedmyhandfrom his

grip..

Him:Youalright?

Me:I'm okay..I'm justabitexhausted

Herubbedhishandstogether..

Him:Iaskedforourbabytobecremated,might

beagainstwhatIbelieveinbutIwantyoutoget

closureunlikewithNiso.TheUrnwillbeinour

room orwhereveryouwannaputit,themore

youseeiteverydaythemoreyouwillaccept

thatheisgone

Ididn'tsayanything..



Him:I'm sorryNomvelo..IfIhadsen-

Me:Whathasbeenhaoutthere?IhopeRichard

willallowmetocomebacktowork

Hegavemeaweirdlook..

Him:Ithinkhewill..Youwannagobacktowork?

Me:Workwillhelpmeandkeepmymindbusy

from thinkingalot

Henodded..

Him:Isee

_

NKULI

DangercamethroughIwassohappytosee

him.Iwasstilltiedtothebedlikeadog,they

didn'tsedatemesinceIdidn'thavemuchpower

becauseofmycollapsingandachingbodyit

waseasyforthem torestrainmeagain.IwishI

hadmadedifferentchoices,Iwishangerdidn't

getabetterofme.Thennoneofthiswouldbe



happening.Ihavealwaysunderminedhowthe

devilworks,ifyougivehim poweroveryourlife

hewillencourageselfdestructionandthen

movetothenextbestthingthathecan

manipulate.

Dangerlookedatme..

Me:Pleasegetmeoutofhere..Idon'tknow

whattheytoldyoubutI'm notsick

HelookedattheDrandtheDrgavehim some

paperclippedtoaboard

Danger:WheredoIsign?

Dr:Youinitialthereandthere

Danger:Okay

Me:What'shappening?

Dr:Signthere

Ilookedatthem astheyignoredme..

Danger:Isthatall?



Dr:Yesthat'sall

TheDrheldtheboardagainsthisDanger..

Dr:Ipromiseyouthatshewillbesafeinthe

institution,shewon'thurtanyonethere

Danger:Thankyou...Thankyouforeverything

Dr:Youwelcome

Dangerwalkedtothedoor...

Me:Dangerno!!!!Please..Pleasedon'tleaveme

here..Idon'twannabehere(Crying)please....

_

SHINE

WehadabigclientandNazowascaughtupin

personalproblemssoIhadtohandlethison

myown.Ididn'tknowofanybestpartnerinthis

thanmygirlfriendTumi,she'ssmart,sheknows

herjobandIknowthatshecanrepresentthe

companyverywell...



Ididn'tknowhowthismeetingwasgoingtogo

becausewehaven'tbeenseeingeyetoeye

lately,nowItookintoconsiderationwhatmy

MothersaidbutIam whatIam andwhenit

involvesmykid,Iwillalwaysprotecther.

There'snothingmorepainfulthanseeingachild

sufferingbecauseoftheirirresponsibleparent.

TumilovesMpumiandsheisrespectsherselfa

lot,whatIlikemoreisthatsheisveryreserved

andnotmuchofafanofalcohol.Iwaslooking

atapartments,ourmeetingwiththeclientwill

beinanhour'stime.FornowIkeptmysebusy

withlookingforapartments.Iknowthewhole

marriageconcept,butIwouldlikeforustostay

togetherfirstandseeifitwillworkbefore

thinkingaboutmarriage.Iwouldn'twanttoget

divorcedafter3monthsofgettingmarried..

_

NOMVELO



Ineverknewthatonecandeeplyconnecttoan

unbornsoullikehowIhaveconnectedtomy

baby,whenIheardthenewsthathewasn'tno

moreIfeltlikeanotherpieceofmewastaken

away.NowIwillrunmyhandonmytummyand

Iwillalwaysberemindedthatheisnolonger

there,thescarthatIhavewillbeareminderof

whatcould'vebeen.Iblamemyselfandapart

ofmeblamesNazotoo,ifhewastherehe

could'vehealedhim.Everythingseemstobe

takenawayfrom me,nomatterhowmuchItry

Godseemstoalwaystakefrom mehencewhyI

am skepticalofhisexistence.Howcanhebe

thiscold?HavingmyMotherkilledinsucha

cruelwaywasn'tenough?Havingthesame

personwhokilledherraisemewithblood

moneywasn'tenough?HavingNisobeingtaken

awayfrom mewasn'tenough?Nowmyson?

Whenhetookmyson,hetookmysoultoo.I

don'tknowhowI'm goingtomakeitwithout

him.Iwasaloneinmyward,Nazohadgoneto



themalltogetmefoodandrunsomeerrands.

Thisgavemeenoughtimetoweep,Idon'teven

knowwhyIwaspulledoutbecauseIdon'tthink

Icanlivewitheverythingthat'shappenedtome.

I'vebeenthroughalotandIhadlostallhopein

God.

IheardaknockatthedooranditwasDanger,

hewalkedin..

Him:Heykiddo

Me:Hey

Hecamecloserandlookedatme..

Him:Areyoucrying?

Me:No..I'm fine

Hepulledthechairandsatdown..

Him:I'm sorry

NomatterhowmuchItriedbutmytearsfell.

Me:DoyouthinkthatifMom wasaroundmy



lifewould'vebeendifferent?Maybewhat's

happeningtomerightnowwouldhavenever

happened?Iwouldn'thavemetNazoandNiso

Him:Whatmakesyousaythat?

Me:Ican'tDanger..There'snohappinessthat

existsformewithbothBrothers,firstitwas

Nisohemadebadchoicesinlifeandgot

himselfkilled,nowit'sNazo.Evenwithhim I'm

stillcryingthesametears

Heheldmyhand..

Me:I'm tired..I'm emotionallyandmentally

drainedIcan'tdothisanymore

Him:Don'tdothistoyourself.Ibelievethat

thingsdohappenforareason,whenIlostyour

Mom andIwenttojailforsomethingthatI

didn'tdoIthoughtthatmylifehadended.I

didn'twanttogoonanymore

Me:Howdidyousurvive?



Him:You..Ifoundareasontoliveagain,Ihad

tohavewhatpeoplewillcallan"Impossible

faith"andIdid.Herewearetoday,notina

millionyearsdidIeverthinkthatIwouldbe

givenachancetobeaFathertoyoubutIdid..

Soevenwithyou,Youneedtofindareasonto

live.Areasontokeepgoingwhenallseems

darkandyoufeellikethere'snowayout

_

NAZO

Gugu:Howisshe?

Me:She..She'sbrokenGugu

Shesatdownoppositeme..

Me:She'stryingtoactfinebutIcanseethat

she'sbroken

Her:Iunderstand..Imeanlosingachildisnot

easy

Me:WeshouldbeleavingtoMpumalangasoon



Idon'tknowifshewillalsohandlethechange

ofenvironmentwitheverythingthatshe'sbeen

through

Her:Nomveloisstrong..Shewillgetthrough

thistoo

Weheardaknockatthedoor..

Me:I'llgetit

IwenttoopenanditwasConnie,shewas

holdingNosibusiso..

Me:Uhm..Hi

Her:Hi

Shewipedhertears..

Her:CanIcomein?

Iopenedthedoorwiderandshewalkedin..

Gugu:What'shappening?

SheputNosidowntogetherwithherthings..

Her:I'm sorrybutIcan't



Gugu:Whatdoyoumean?

Her:MyHusbandwantstofixthingswithme

andIcan'ttakeNosiwithme,I'm sorry.Inever

askedforouraffairtogothisaffair..I'm really

sorry

Shewalkeduptothedoor,Nosicriedasshe

sawherMotherleaving..

Gugu:Evenfrom thegraveNisoisstillgivingus

problems..

.

Tobecontinued

Apologiesfrom tomorrowinsertswilldropabit

earlier..

Noedits
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TUMI

ONEMONTHLATER



Iwalkedaroundlookingateverything,itwasa

beautiful3bedroom bondhousejustnexttohis

hood.Ilikedit,Ilikeditverymuch.Imean3

bedrooms,onecanbethemasterbedroom,one

canbeMpumi'sroom thenanotheronecanbe

aguestroom forvisitors.

Shine:So?

Ilookedaroundnodding..

Me:It'sanicehouse

Him:Nice?

Me:It'sabeautifulhouse,perfectforasmall

family

Him:ManjeiDepositsiyayifaka?

Ilookedathim..

Me:Idon'tknowImean..Don'tyouthinkit'sa

bittoosoon?

Him:AyikhoiToosoonla



Ikeptquiet..

Hesqueezedmycheek..

Him:Kantiyini?(Whatswrong)

Me:Nothing..It'sjustthatathomeIam a

breadwinnerandIhatetoleavemyAuntalone

withmyLittleSister

Him:Ahhhmarabayaziangishoukuthivele

bowungekeuhlalenaboiskhathieside(They

knowthatyoucan'tlivewiththem forever)

Igavehim afaintsmile..

Him:ringanaboandthenunzong'tshelaukuthi

bathini(Talktothem andthentellmewhatthey

goingtosay)

Isighed...

Me:Okay

Hesqueezedmycheekagain..

Him:Okay??



Iblushed..

Me:Okay..I'lltalktothem

Him:"Okay..I'lltalktothem"

Heimitatedmyvoice..

Me:stopit!(laughing)

Him:Wozala(comehere)

Hepulledmecloserandkissedme..

_

NOMVELO

IwasdeepinmysleepwhenIheardsomeone

crying,Itriedtoignorebutthecrygotlouder

andlouder.Iloweredtheduvetandopenedmy

eyes,IwasabitirritatedbecauseIneededthis

sleep.Iraisedmyheadfrom thepillowandit

washeavy,veryheavy.Ilookedatherandshe

wasstandingclosetothedoorbusycrying,I

don'tknowwhyGuguputmeuptothis.She

askedmetobabysitNosiforherwhilesheran



someerrands.IslowlygotoutofbedandIfelt

likehell!LastnightIwenthardonthewhiskey.I

am moreofawinekindagirl,withcidershere

andtherebutthistimearoundIneeded

somethingstrong,andIthoughtofnothing

betterthanwhiskey.Thingshavebeenvery

difficultforme,I'vebeenverydepressedandI

turnedtosomethingthatI'vealwaysfound

comfortin....

NazohadthenervetohealmyGrandmotherbut

couldn'thealourbaby?Healsokeptitfrom me

thatNkuliwasposseed.Ifhehadtoldme

earlierI'm surethingswould'vebeendifferent,I

would'vestayedawayfrom herthenmaybeour

babywasgoingtomakeit.Forhim tojustkeep

quietaboutthismeansthathedidn'ttrustme,I

am hiswifeIthoughtthatweweren'tgoingto

keepsecretsfrom eachotheranymore..I

walkedtothebathroom andrinsedmymouth,

thenIwenttogetmybottle.Nothingmuchwas



leftinthere,Isatonthecouchwhilelookingat

it.

Nosistillkeptonwiththenoise,Ialsocan't

believethatNisokeptsuchasecret.Ireally

don'tknowwhat'swrongwiththisButhelezi

Brothers..

Iputmyhandonmyhead,andclosedmyeyes.

MyheadwasbangingandNosiwasn'tmaking

thingseasier..

Me:Nosistop!!!!

Shekeptonandon,Iopenedthebottleand

gulpeddownthewhiskey..

_

NKULI

Iwasinhell,thingswerehellforme.Iam still

torturedbythedemons,beinglockedupinhere

wasn'tmakingthingsanybetter.Itwasn'tlike

beforethough,thedemonswouldleavemeat



timesbutthenwhentheycomeback.They

comebackwithfullforce..

IwalkedtotheTvroom,that'swerewespend

mostofourtimefrom 10:00-13:00,thenat

13:00weeatlunchandtakeourmeds.Wewill

watchagainfrom 18:00-20:00.

Iam notcrazyandIdefinitelydon'tfitinhere,

allthesepeopleinherearereallymentalcases

exceptforme.Ihaveonlymadeonefriend

Nqobile,Nqobileisschizophrenicbutit's

controlledbymedicationsosheisn'tthatmuch

ofathreattoothers...Forthefirsttimesince

I'vebeenhere,theyhadtunedintoDawn's

channel.DawntheExorcist,Iwatchedtoday's

episodewithseriousconcentration..

AllalongwhenIwaswatching,Imemorizedthe

numbersthatweredisplayedonthescreen.

Theytakeoutcontactnumbers,theEmail

addressetcsothatwhenyouhaveacaseyou

cancontactthem andtalktothem.Sincewe



onlyhaveaccesstoaphone,callingwouldbe

moreconvenient......

Nqobilethrewherselfnexttome..

Me:Ouch!

Inoticedthatshehadalipstickon..

Me:Wheredidyougetthat?

Her:That'smybusiness

(Silence)

Her:Iwannacharm ourmaleNurse

IlookedatthemaleNurse..

Me:Hewillbecharmedalright

Her:Ihopeso

Me:Iwannamakeaphonecall

Her:Really?Towho?

Me:Tosomeone

Her:Younevermakephonecalls



Me:YaIknowbutthisoneisimportant

ShefollowedmeasIwenttothesmalltable.

There'sanothermaleNursethatstandsnextto

thephone

Me:Iwouldliketomakeaphonecall

Him:15min

Ipickedupthephoneanddialedthenumberit

rangtwicebeforesomeonepickedup.Itwasa

voiceofawoman..

Her:DawnBaker'sofficegoodmorning

Ikeptquiet..

Her:Goodmorning

Me:H..Hi..

Her:Hi..Howcanwehelpyou?

Me:I..IwouldliketospeaktoMrDawnBaker

please

Her:Regarding?



Me:regardingsomethingserious..CanIplease

talktohim

Her:Mam'..

Me:Please...Tellhim it'sNkuli,I'm surehewill

knowwhoIam

Her:I..

Me:Please

Her:Okayholdon

Me:Thankyou

_

SNAZO

Zainewasinvitedtopreachoutoftown.Since

DawnandBadruwerebusy,heaskedmeto

accompanyhim.Hewillstartpreachingexactly

at11:30am,forthetimebeingwedecidedtogo

andhavebreakfast.

Thingsweren'tniceathomebetweenmeand



mywife,wehaven'tbeensharingthesamebed

foraweeknow.I'm sleepinginNiso'sroom to

avoidfights,latelyshehasbeendoingnothing

buttakeoutallherangerandfrustrationson

me.EversinceshefoundoutthatIhealedher

Grandmother,sheusedthatagainstme.Asking

whyIwasn'tabletohealourbaby...

Zaine:Howarethingsgoingathome?

Ishruggedmyshoulderswhileexhaling..

Him:Nomvelostill"Hates"You?

Me:Prettymuch..I'm tryingtoseethingsfrom

herperspectivebut...

Him:Maybewhathappenedalsoignitedthe

painthatshewentthroughbeforeyou,andnow

she'stakingeverythingoutonyou

Me:Iam notevenlookingforwardtogoing

homebecauseallwedoisfight,it'sverytiring.I

can'tjustsitwithMyMom andNosialoneand

forgetaboutNomvelo,shewentbackto



drinking.Eventhoughshe'shidingitIconstantly

havetocheckifshe'sokayyouknowifshe

hasn'toverdosedorhurtherself.It'sfrustrating,

andcurrentlyIdon'tevenfeellikegoinghome.I

prayedaboutitalligetis"bepatientNomvelo

willseemyexistencethroughyou"IthoughtI

understoodwomenbut...

Him:Haveyouheardofsomethingcalled

"Toughlove"Idon'tmeanraiseyourhandon

herbutNomveloknowsthatshe'syour

weaknesses,sheknowsthatyoulovehervery

muchsoshewillalwaysusewhatshe'sgoing

throughtojustifywhatshe'sdoingandmakeit

right.Shewillblackmailyoueverydayasan

excuseforhertosinkintodrinkingbecauseshe

knowsyouwillfeelguiltyandjustletherbe.Put

yourfootdown,showhertoughloveandyou

willsee

Ithoughtaboutwhathewassaidforaminute..

Me:Theninthatcaseexcuseme



Him:Whereyougoing?

Me:I'llberightbackjustgiveme5or10min

_

TUMI

IwasmakingmyAuntsomethingtoeatandI

keptonstealingglancesather.Ourkitchenis

open,Ihaveafullviewofthelivingroom.

IwantedtodiscusswithherwhatShine

proposedbutIwasscared..

Itooktheplatetoher..

Her:Thankyou

Isatoppositeherasshestartedeating.

(Silence)

Her:Tumiifyouwannasaysomething,justsay

it

Me:Huh?

Her:Youkeeponstarringatmeandit'smaking



mefeelveryuncomfortable

Me:ThereissomethingthatIwannadiscuss

withyou

Her:Okay

Me:I..Myboyfriendisthinkingofbuyinga

houseforus

Shegavemeashockedexpression..

Her:Wehaven'tevenmethim,didn'tyousay

thatyounotsureabouthim?

Me:Iknow..But..(Pause)

Her:Howdoyoufeelaboutitthen?

Me:Idon'tknowIthinkit'stoosudden,butat

thesametimeIlovehim andour

relationshipisgoodbutitwasnevermy

intentiontolivewithaguywhilewenotmarried.

EvenifLobolanegotiationscouldbeinitiatedI

feelitwouldbeuseless,youknowafter

RethabileandIlostMom everythingchanged.



WhatweknewasRelativestheyturnedonus,

theyputusout.Ifitwasn'tforyouIdon'tknow

wherewewouldbe

Her:Iknow..Iloveyou,Iloveyouandyour

sisteralot.Ifhemakesyouhappythenyou

shouldgoforit,seewhereitleadsandifthings

don'tgoashowyouplannedyoucanstillcome

backhome,thiswillbeyourhomeeventhough

youtheonepayingrent

Ichuckled..

Her:Youdeservetobehappyanddeservetobe

loved,butIthinkweshouldmeethim andhis

familyfirstbeforeyouguysmoveintogether

Inodded..

Me:Yesofcourse..Ididn'twannaleaveyouand

Rethabilealone,itdoesn'tfeelright

Her:ChildI'vebeenlivingallbymyselfeven

beforeyouandyoursistercame,don'tworry

aboutRethabile.Evenwhenyouhereyoucan't



disciplineher,evenwhenyougoitwillstillbe

thesame.She'sateenshe'sgoingthrougha

phase,hopefullywhenshegetsoldershewill

change

Me:Ihopeso

Her:Ihopesotoo

_

NOMVELO

IparkedthecarthenturnedandlookedatNosi.

Shewasstrappedattheback...

Me:I'llberightback

Igotoutandlockedherinside.Idon'tknow

whatGuguwasthinkingleavingherwithme.

Imademywaystraighttotops,Ihaddrivento

ourlocalmalltogetafewthingswelltobe

honestliqourwasmyfirstpriority.There's

somethingaboutliquorstores,whenyouenter

there'sthisunsettlingvibeyougetbothfrom



theguardatthedoorallthewaytothecashiers.

Igotabottleofwineandabottleofwhiskey

thenImademywaytotheteller.

Shegavemeaweirdlook,Itookoutmycard

andhandedittoher.Sheswipedandthenlet

meputinthepin,Icouldn'twaittogetoutof

there..

Her:Uhmm..Yourcarddeclined

Me:That'simpossible..Pleasetryagain

Shetriedagainbutstill..

Me:Idon'tunderstand,IswearthatIhadat

leastR3000leftinmycard..

Ihadexhaustedallmymoney,Ispentit

recklesslywhileIwasstillworkingandnowI

wasfinanciallydependentonNazo.Itookmy

cardandwalkedout,Ididthewalkofshame

whilecallingNazo..Hisphonesentmetovoice

mail...



Me:Mycarddeclined,Idon'tknowwhat'sgoing

butcanyoupleasefixit..Bye

.

Tobecontinued
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NOMSA

Iwasservingtwoofmycustomerswhen

Dangerwalkedin,Iputtheplatesonthetable..

Me:Enjoyyourfood

Them:Thankyou

Me:Wouldyoulikesomethingelse?

Lady:Nothankyouwearefine

Me:Youwillcallmewhenyouneedsomething

Lady:Thankyou(smiling)



Itookthetrayandmademywaytohim..

Him:Sawubona(Greetings)

Hegreetedmeback..

Me:Hau..Aren'tyousupposedtobeatwork?Is

itlunchalready?

Him:Noit'snotlunchyet.Idon'thaveany

clientssoIthoughtthatIshouldcheckupon

youandhowbusinessisgoing

Me:That'snice..Thankyou

Ilookedaround..

Me:There'sfreechairs,wecansit

Wewalkedtothechairsandsatdown..

Me:Howarethingsathome?

Him:Thingsarebetter,MaNgcoboisbackshe's

doingwellandNomvelogotdischargedshe's

recoveringwell

Me:That'sgood..Imustgoandseeher



sometime,everytimewhenIwannagoandsee

hersomethinghappens

Him:Wellyoushouldgoandseeherthen

beforesomethinghappens

Webothlaughed..

Me:Wherearemymanners?Wouldyoulike

somethingtodrink?

Helookedathiswatch..

Him:Icansqueezeinaglassortwo

Me:OkayI'llgetacoke

Iwalkedtotheshoptogetthecoke..

_

NOMVELO

IwaspissedwhenIgothome,afterthat

embarrassmentIwentinsidethebankto

enquireandapparentlymyaccounthasbeen

frozen.HowcanNazodothistome?..Gugu



wasbacknow,IputNosidown..

Gugu:HelloNana..UmntwanaKagog'wakhe

bantu

ShewalkeduptoGuguandGugupickedherup..

Isatdown..

Gugu:Beniyekuphi?(wherewereyouguys)

Me:BesiyeeMall(Wewenttothemall)

Gugu:Wowthat'snice..Youguysdidshopping?

Me:Iwish

Gugu:Haukwenzenjani?(whathappened)

Me:Nazofrozemyaccount

Her:Iwonderwhy

Me:Ifeelabitofsarcasm inyourtone

Her:Doyoublamehim kodwa?Nomveloyou

lockyourselfintheroom anddrinkthewhole

dayeveryday!Nazogoestochurchaloneall

thetimebecauseyouhungovertoevengoto



church

Me:Ohwsonowwejudging?

Her:I'm notjudging.I'm sorryforwhatyouwent

throughbutdrinkingeveryday,won'tbringhim

back.Youstillgonnawakeupandhewillbe

gone.Younotjustanyone,youapreacher's

wife!Yousupposedtobewithhim byhisside

allthetime.IfmyGrandsonwashereandlet's

saysomethinghappenswhatwasgoingto

happen?Youweregoingtodrink?Youcan't

eventakecareofNosinjejustforafewhours

wha-

Me:SoyousayingthatIwould'vemadeabad

Mother?

Her:I'm sayingfixyourself!Forcryingoutloud!

youandyourhusbandaren'tevensharingthe

samebedanymore,doesn'tthatbotheryou?

Cominghomeeverydayisadragforhim

becauseallyoudoisfighthim.Everyoneis



goingthroughsomethingNomvelo,younotthe

onlyone.Someotherpeopledon'thaveanyone

butyouhaveus.Mysonlovesyou,wewanna

bethereforyoubutyoushuttingusout.Hai

maanthisistoomuchnow,youabusingmy

sonemotionallyandIdon'tlikeitanymore

Me:Wow!!

Istoodup..

Me:Nowyourtruecoloursarecomingout

Her:Mywhat?

Me:Allthistimeyouwerepretending,sowhat?

AllofasuddenI'm notperfectforyourprecious

son?Yoursonthatyouspeaksohighlyof

couldn'tevensavehisownSon!

Her:Wenawenzeni?(Whatdidyoudo)You

werebusyrunningupanddownwithyour

Cousinthatwewarnedyouabout!

Me:HowwouldIhaveknownthatshewas



possessed?

Her:Haisuka!Evenbeforethatyouwere

listeningtohermorethanyourownhusband!

uNkuliwasyourhusband!I'm gladthis

happened,thisisatruewakeupcallforyouand

stopblamingeveryone

Icouldn'tbelievethatGuguwassayingallof

thesethingstome..Nosistartedcryingfrom all

theshouting..

Iwalkeduptothedoorandthenwalkedout,I

bangeditbehindme..

Gugu:uhambeuyophulaiminyangoyakini

yezwa?(GobreakyourGrandmother'sdoors)

_

NKULI

Nurse:Iopened

Sheforcedthetonguedepreserinsidemy

mouthandranitthroughmakingsurethatI



swallowedallthepillsalmostmakingmeto

vomit..

Nurse:Good!..Next!!

Irolledmyeyesandmoved.AsIwaswalking

backIsawthelightgoingonandoff,Ithensaw

ashadowIknewwhatwasgoingtohappen.I

thenheardsomegroaning..

Me:Noplease..Pleaseleavemealone!!

Nurse:Ineedsomebackuphere!

Whattheydoissedatemeandstrapmeinbed

whilethedemonstortureme...

Me:Please!!!

Itwasquietforawhile,Ilookedaround.

SuddenlyIfeltsomethinggrabbingmyleg,Ifell

anditdraggedmeacrossthecorridor..

Me:Pleasestop!!(shouting)

ThefloorwasslipperyIcouldn'tgrabonto

anything..



Me:Stopplease(Crying)

IsawtheNursesmakingtheirwaytome,Itwas

thetwoMaleNursesandonefemaleNurse.

Thedemonletmegoandthentheyheldme

down.ThemaleNursepressedhiskneeagainst

mychest,Istruggledtobreath.

Astheywereabouttoinjectme,wehearda

voice..

Voice:Lethergo

Theystopped..ThemaleNurseremovedhis

kneeagainstmychest..

Theysteppedawayfrom measIgotup,Ionly

realisedthenthatitwasDawn..Iwentuptohim

andhuggedhim..

Me:Thankyou..Thankyouforcoming(Crying)

Ididn'tknowthathewaswasgoingtocome,

butI'm gladhedid..

_



NAZO

Theservicewasverygood,IthoughtthatI

couldpreachbutZaine.Let'sjustsayhe'sstill

goingtoremainaGOAT,Iwalkedawayfrom

them whilehewasbusyexchanging

handshakes.IcheckedmyphoneandIgota

disturbingmessagefrom Nomvelo..

"WHYDON'TYOUJUSTMARRYYOURMOM,

BECAUSEOBVIOUSLYI'M NOTGOODENOUGH

FORYOU!!"

Icalledher..

Her:What?

Iwalkedawaytoamorequietplace..

Me:Excuseyou?

Her:WhydoImatternow?Ihavebeentryingto

callyouandwhatnotbutyoudidn'tgetbackto

me!!

Me:Areyouserious?



Her:YouknowwhatNazo..ObviouslyI'm a

burdenandanembarrassmenttoyousoI'lldo

youafavourandjustleave!I'm sureyourMom

willbehappy!!

Me:Youknowwhat?doit!Leave!

Her:Ohwsoit'slikethatnow?

Me:LeaveNomveloIdon'tcareanymore,I'm

reallytired!!AndknowthatIwon'tevencome

begging,justleaveokay?Hamba!

Ihungupandthenswitchedoffmyphone.

Voice:Shouldn'tbethismadespeciallyafter

suchaservice

IlookedatwhowastalkinganditwasRamiel..I

evenforgotthatsheismynewguardianangel

sinceHelenaisinPurgatory.

AfterwhathappenedHelenawassentto

Purgatoryforbeingdisobedient,shemight

spendalleternitythere..



Istartedwalkingbacktothechurch..

Ramiel:NazoIknowthatyouusedtoHelena

andyoutwowereveryclose,Ihopethatyou

andIcouldbeclosetoo.Pleasetrustme

Istoppedandturnedaround,whilelookingat

her..

Me:Whydidyousaythat?

Her:Huh?

Me:Whatyoujustsaid,whydidyousaythat?

Her:Idon'tunderstand

Me:Yousoundlikeyouhaveemotions,aren't

yousupposedtobeemotionless?

Her:I..That'sastoryforanotherday

(Silence)

Her:Theycallingforyou

Ilookedatherforthelasttimeandthenmade

mywaytoZaine..



_

NOMVELO

TearsstreameddownasIpackedmythings,I

can'tevenexplainhowIwasfeelingdeepinside.

Ievenfeltmybreathseizingabit,Istopped

packingandsatonthebedwhilecrying.I

wanteditalltogoaway,Iwantedthepaintogo

away..

_

NOMSA

Danger:Thankyouforthecooldrink

Me:Youwelcome

(Silence)

Me:Areyousurethatyoudon'twantanything

toeat?

Him:Nongisharp

Me:Okay



Him:Tellmesomething..

Ilookedathim..

Him:WhydidyouendupwithJJvele?

Me:Angizwa?(Pardon)

Him:Youhavealwaysbeenagoodwoman,JJ

taintedyouwithhisevilheartandevildeeds.

Butyouwereneverabadperson,howdidyou

endupwithhim?Notforgettingthathewas

treatingyouliketrash

Iexhaled..

Me:Idon'twannagettothatnow,maybesome

othertime

Him:Iunderstand..Sorryforbringingitup

Me:It'sokay..Justthatittakesmebackto

thingsthatIdon'twannaremember

Henodded..

Him:I'm sorry



_

NOMVELO

Iparkedmycarnexttothefenceathome,I

don'tevenknowhowIgothere.Igotoutand

rushedin,Iopenedthedoor..

Me:Duchess!!!(shouting)

Imademywaytothelounge..

Her:Velo..Yini?(What'swrong)

Iletgoofmykeysandtheyfell,shestoodup

from thecouch..

Her:What'swrong?

Me:It's..Nazodoesn'twantmeanymore..

KuphelileDuchess(It'soverDuchess)

Shecameandhuggedme..

Me:IhateuNkuliDuchess!!Sheruinedmylife

(Crying)

Her:shhhhhhhhhh,thulaphelasizokhuluma



(calm downsothatwecantalk)

Iwasbeyondtheword"Broken"

.

Tobecontinued
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NOMVELO

IwaslayinginbedandmyGrandmotherwas

layingbehindmewhileholdingme.Ithurt,it

hurtreallybad.Ididn'tknowwhattodo,Iwasat

mybreakingpoint.Icouldn'tbreath,Ifeltlike

mysoulwasleavingme,myheartwasbleeding

withendlessneedlespiercingthroughit.Iwas

cloudedwithconfusion,howcanonego

throughsoomuchpain?Isitnormal?Isthis

whatlifeissupposedtobe?ItriedtogiveGoda

chancebutitseemslikehedoesn'thearmy

cries,hedoesn'tseehowbrokenIam...

Grams:YaziVelowhensuchthingshappen,it's



bettertocrytoGod.Onlyhewillunderstand

yourpainandwhatyougoingthrough,we

humanbeingsweonlygoingtojudgewhatour

eyesseebecausewedon'tknowwhatyou

reallygoingthrough.Iwishthatyoucould've

turnedtoyourhusband,youtwosharethe

samepain.Helosthissontoo.Justbecausehe

doesn'tshowit,itdoesn'tmeanthatheisnot

hurting.Yesheisspiritualandeverythingbuthe

isahumanbeing,everyhumanbeinghurts

Iwipedmytears..

Her:Remembernowthatyounothisgirlfriend,

youhiswife.Youcan'tjustpackupandleave.It

doesn'tworklikethat

Igotupandwipedmytears..

Her:Doyouloveyourhusband?

Me:Ido

Her:Thenifyoucan'tgetbetterforyourself,get

betterforhim.Helovesyouandheneedsyou,



Nazoismeanttoleadandhewon'tbeableto

dothatwithoutyou.Godchoseyouforhim,not

anyothergirlbutyou.Don'tletthedevildefeat

you,pickyourselfupanduseprayerasyour

weapon.Findingcomfortinalcoholisonly

goingtoleadtoselfdestruction,yougoingto

betheMotherofthechurch.There'sgoingtobe

alotofyoungpeoplethataregoingtolookup

toyou,howwillyoutellthem aboutGodwhen

youyourselfdon'tbelieve?I'm sorrythatNkuli

didwhatshedidbuttakethisasalesson,now

youknowbetterthantojusttrustPeople.You

needtodecideVelo,youcan'tkeepondoing

thistoNazo.Youneedtodecideifyouwanna

behiswifeoryoudon't

Weheardaknockatthedoor..

Her:I'm coming..WhenIcomebackwegoing

pray

Shegotoutofbedandthenwalkedout..



IgotmyphoneandwentonGoogleandstarted

searching"AAmeetingsinJohannesburg"

_

NAZO

IdecidedtohaveFacebookandTwitter,butI

don'tusuallypostpersonalthingsotherthan

dailymotivationalmessagesandBibleverses.

MyFacebookpagecurrentlyhas750000

followersandmyTwitteraccounthas300000

followersthusfar,it'srefreshingtopreachthe

gospelinsuchplatformsbecausethemessage

cangettoeveryone.Ihavehadrequestsfrom

differentpeopleaskingifIcancomebyin

Botswana,Zambia,Kenyaandallotherplaces.I

neverthoughtthatonedayIcouldbethis

influential..

UnfortunatelyIwastrendingonTwitterfora

notoriousbehaviour,rephrasethatNomvelo

wastheonewhoinitiatedthewholething.A



pictureofheratabottlestorestandingatthe

countertightlyclingingontoabottleofwhiskey

wascirculatingallover,tweetssuchas:

DarkAngel

@darkangel

"Sohecanhealpeoplebuthecan'thealhis

wife'salcoholaddiction,yanehweseethings"

..

Zimmy

@Zimkhitha

"YoohmaraourPreacherBae,canNomvelojust

givehim tosomeofus"

..

Sanelebhanda

@Bafanas

"Angithingiyabona?Continuefollowingthese

preacherswhocan'tevensavetheirown



familiesbuttheybusysavingothers"

..

Itwasamess,mostofthem weredefending

andmostwereattacking,indeedtheinternet

canbetheDevil'splaygroundattimes..

Nosistartedpullingmytshirtwhilecrying,Iput

myphoneonthecounterandpickedherup.

Guguisintheprocessoflegallyadoptingher..

Me:What'swrong?

Iwenttothefridgeandtookoutherjuiceand

gaveittoher,Ithenwentandgotmyphoneto

callShine.It'sbeenawhile..

Him:Ehhwuwelomuntu?(Isitreallyyou)

Me:Akekhoomunye(Yesit'sme)

Him:Fede?(Howareyou)

Me:Ang'rasi..Uva?(I'm notsayinganything..

Whereareyou)



Him:Ndondathinaabanyesiyaspana(Someof

usareworking)

Me:konje(Iforgot)

Him:WenaUva?(whereareyou)

Me:ngisedladleni,ngizozangizoshayaIround

(I'llstopby)

Him:Olapoi

Me:Ngizok'cavajumpas(I'llseeyoulater)

Ilookedather:YouwannagoandseeUncle

Shine?Let'sgoandseehim

_

NKULI

Wewentandwalkedaroundintheyard,Iwas

surprisedtheNursesevenallowedforDawnto

takemeoutside.Thesunwasshiningvery

bright,haven'tbeenexposedtoitforawhile

now.Itblindedmeabit..



Him:Haven'tbeenout?

Inodded..

IfeltlightereversinceDawncame,itwaslikea

heavyburdenhadbeenliftedoffmyshoulders..

Me:Ifeellighter

Him:Yourfriendsdidn'tfollowus

Me:Howmany?

Him:There'salotofevilspiritsthatare

tormentingyou,it'slikeheopenedthepandora

boxonyou

Iclosedmyeyesandthenopenedthem..

Me:I'vealwaysheardaboutGoodandEvil,butI

nevertookittooserious.Especiallyevil,Inever

thoughtthatevilcouldhitapersonlikethis.I

am restless,Iseethings,Ihearthings.Ihurt

myselfandmysouliswearyIwantedtodie,I

feltlikedying

Him:Youdidn'tjustkillanybaby,youkilleda



healer

Me:IthoughtIwasdoingtherightthing,Ididn't

wanteviltohavethebaby

Him:Iunderstand..Nosinistoobig,yoursins

canbepardonedonlyifyourepent

Me:Soyouwillhelpme?

Hestoppedandlookedatme..

Him:Yes

Ihuggedhim..

Me:Thankyou

Him:Butwewillhavetofindawaytogetyou

outofhere,Ican'tperform anexorcism here

religiouspracticesareforbidden

Aslongashehelpsme,that'sallthatIwanted..

_

NOMVELO

Grams:Amen



Me:Amen

Grams:Youdidn'tsayanything

Me:Ididn'tknowwhattosay

Wegotup..

Her:Youwillgetthere..Justrememberthat

“GreaterisHewhoisinyouthanHewhoisin

theworld.”..I'llgoandmakeussomethingto

eat

ItookmyphoneandcheckedTwitter,Ihadalot

ofnotifications..IcheckedandIwastrending,I

readafewtweetsandtheywerehorrible.I

neverknewthadpeoplecanbethismean.I

threwmyphoneonthebedallfrustrated..

Me:OhhhmyGodwhathaveIdone?

Nazo'sreputationhasbeentaintedbecauseof

me..OnmyprevioussearchIfoundnumbers

andcalledthem toaskabouttheirAAmeetings,

theytoldmethattheywillemailmeallthe



necessaryinformationthatIneeded..

_

NAZO

Wegottheoffice,andwalkedin..

Tumi:Whoa!!Lookwhocameby

Me:Hey..Howareyou?

Tumi:I'm goodandyou?

Me:I'm good

Tumi:Andwhoisthislittleprincessthatyou

havewithyou?

Me:HernameisNosi,she'smyNiece

Tumi:HiNosi

SheleftherstationandcametopickNosiup

Her:Sheissoadorable

Me:Sheis

Her:HiNosi..Higirl..



Shinecameoutoftheoffice..

Him:Ehhhzkhiphani(what'sgoingon)

Hecameandwefistbumped..

Him:Njayami

HelookedatNosi..

Him:Thensphethebanila?(whoisthis)

Me:Nosimyniece

Him:Yourniece?

Me:YawakaNiso(Niso'sdaughter)

Hechuckled..

Him:Eehhkanjanimanje?(how)

Me:Storyforanotherday

Shineputhisarm aroundTumi'sshoulders..

Shine:Uyazwananey'ncosineh(youlovekids)

Tumi:verymuch

Hekissedheronhercheek..



Him:UngabineStressuMpuminjesoon

sizomlamisa(Tumiwillsoonhaveasibling)

Me:andthen?

Tumiblushed..

Me:Ehhkanjalovele?(Justlikethat)

Shineclearedhisthroat..

Me:Ninimanje?(When)

Shine:Phumalapho..Asiringengale

eyakho..konjesimbonekuphi?(Leavethat..

Let'stalkaboutNomvelo)

Tumi:Twitter(softvoice)

Shine:Manjekushaphi?Phelajikijiki

sekuyisdakwa(What'shappening..Nowshe'sa

drunk)

Nosiextendedherarmstome,Igother..

Me:Eish

Shine:Makunjaloasilandeniamalobolo(Ifit's



likethatlet'sfetchtheLobolamoney)

Iexhaled..

Me:Ayiminaang'sazi(Idon'tknowanymore)

Shine:Uvamanje?(Whereisshe)

Me:Ung'jindile..Ubuyelekubo(sheleftme..She

wentbackhome)

Shine:Ayikhoenyemakulandweamalobolo

kubobahlalenesdakwaSabo(there'snoother

way..Theycantaketheirdrunkandgiveusour

moneybackforLobola)

Idon'tknowwhat'swithNomveloandIdon't

knowifshe'sgoingtoeverchange,buthonestly

speakingI'm tiredanddone.

_

NKULI

Dr:IhearyouMrBakerbut..Ican'treleaseher,

she'sclinicallyinsane.She'sathreattoherself

andthesociety



Dawn:Iunderstandbutyoudon'tknowwhat's

happeningwithher

Dr:MrBakerIrespectwhatyoudo,please

respectwhatIdotoo

Dawn:Idon'tmeantosoundsomehowbut..

What'shappeningtoherisspiritual,western

medicineisnothelping

TheDrchuckled..

Dr:Shehasjuststartedwithhermedicationand

therapy

Me:It'sbeenalmostamonthnow..Theynot

helping

Dr:Youbetterthanhowyoucamehere

Dawn:Wewillkeepongoingbackandforth

aboutthis,sowhatshouldwedotogetherout?

Youcan'tforceherinhere

Dr:Wegoingtoneedthefamilymemberthat's

signedherin



Dawnlookedatme..

Me:Danger..Nomvelo'sfather.Idoubthewill

agreeespeciallyafterwhatIdidtoNomvelo

.

Tobecontinued
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NOMVELO

LateronthatdayIwasstillgoingthroughthe

trendandreadingallthehorriblethingsthat

peopleweresayingaboutme,aboutus.Idon't

evenknowwhyIwasputtingmyselfthrough

such.Igotoutofbedandkneltdown,Iclosed

myeyesandtriedtosaysomethingbutI

couldn't.Mythroatraisednowords,andmy

heartwasstillbleeding.Howdoyouget



throughsomethinglikethis?Iam carryingsoo

muchinsideofmethatIcan'tseem tofind

commongroundwithGod.Ican'ttalktohim,I

don'tknowwhattosaytohim.Iam emotionally

deadinside..

Iheardthekitchendoorclosing,thenIheardmy

Grandmothertalkingtosomeone.Igotupfrom

thefloorandwenttothekitchen,itwasDawn..

Me:Dawn

Him:HeyNomvelo

Iwentandhuggedhim..

Me:Wowuhm whatareyoudoinghere?It's

goodtoseeyou

Dawn:GoodtoseeyoutooandI'm sorryabout

whathappened

Ibrokethehug..

Grams:Wouldyoulikesomethingtodrink?

Dawn:Nothankyou,Iam notgoingtostayfor



long

Helookedabitserious..

Him:IwenttoseeNkulitoday

Thatwasashock..

Me:Youdid?

Him:Yes..Nkuliisnotcrazy,shehasalotof

evilspiritstormentingher.Sometimessigninga

dealwiththedevilisn'teasy

(Silence)

Grams:Nottosoundrudebut..Youstillhaven't

saidwhyyouhere

Dawn:I'm lookingforNomvelo'sfather.Heis

theonewhosignedtheform forNkulitobe

lockedupsoheshouldbetheonetosignher

releaseform too,theyneedhispermissionto

releaseher

Me:What?



Grams:YouwantMyGrandchildtobereleased

from wheresheisperfectlysafe?Andcan'thurt

anyone

Him:UnfortunatelyIneedtohelpher

Me:Areyouserious?Afterallthatshehasdone?

Him:Don'ttakethisthewrongwayNomvelo

but..ThisiswhoIam,Iam anexorcistIhelp

people.Iexorcisedemons

Me:DoesNazoknowaboutthis?

Him:NobutI'lltalktohim

Icouldn'tbelievewhatIwashearing..

Me:Excuseme

Iwentbacktothebedroom andthrewmyself

onthebedtryingtoprocesswhatIheard..

_

NAZO

Afterspendingthedayattheofficewedroveto



Richard'shouse,Guguhadsentmeamessage

thatRichardwouldlikeustocomeoverfor

dinner.ThingsbetweenRichardandIweren't

perfect,butIcommendhim fortryingIreally

wannagettoknowthepersonthatheis..We

arrivedathisplaceearlierthanthedinnertime,

Guguwasfullhandsonbusypreparingdinner.

Hishousewasverybeautifulanditwasbigfor

him tolivealone.Nosiwasveryhappytosee

Gugu,she'sgettingusedtoher.Slowlybut

surely...

Gugu:Hellobaby

IputherdownandsherantoGugu,shetook

offtheovenglovesandpickedherup..

Gugu:Heybaby

Shethenlookedatme..

Gugu:Howareyouholdingup?

Ileanedagainstthecounter..



Me:I'm good

Richardshowedup,hewasholdingaglassof

whiskey..

Richard:Youguysareearly,notthatI'm

complaining..Howiseverything?

Me:Everythingisfine

Gugu:WellNosiandIwewillfinishupcooking.

Dinnerwillbereadysoon

Richardsignaledthatweshouldgototheliving

room..

Gugu:ShouldIgetyousomethingtodrink?

Me:Nothankyou..I'm fine

Wewalkedoutandwenttothebalcony.He's

viewwasverynice,allthosebigtreesandabig

asspool..

Richard:Howareyouholdingup?

Me:I'llgetthere



Richard:HowisNomvelo?

Me:I'm reallynotsure

Him:Yourmom mentionedthatyoutwoaren't

reallyseeingeyetoeye

Me:Thingsareverytense,I'm eventiredbut..I

sawherWhatsAppstatusupdate,tomorrow

she'sgoingtostartattendingAAmeetings

Him:That'sgood..Youshouldgowithher

Me:Idon'tthinkso

Helitupacigarette..

Him:Ihopeyoudon'tmind

Me:It'scool

Him:Imightnotunderstandwhat'shappening

betweenyoutwobutIunderstandlove,when

youlovesomeoneyoudon'tgiveuponthat

person.LookatmeandyourMom,welostso

manyyearsbutherewearetodaytryingtoget

backwhatwelost.Idon'twantyouand



Nomvelotoliveinregretsoneday,thatyou

guysshould'vefixedthings.Ifshe'sreally

brokenthenyouneedtobethereforher,don't

givewithouttryingagain.Don'tgiveuponher

especiallywhensheneedsyouthemost

Hepatmeontheshoulderandthenwewent

backtostarringatthetrees

_

TUMI

ItalkedtoShineaboutourfamiliesmeeting,so

beforewecouldhavethatheaskedtomeetmy

AuntandmySisterfirst.Iknowthathewillget

alongwellwithmyAunt,Iwasn'tsurehowit

wasgoingtobewithmylittlesister..

Me:Rethabilepleasewashthedishesforme

Shekeptquiet..

Me:Rethabile!!

Iwastiredfrom workandthenwhenIgothome



Ihadtocookbecausemylittlesisterwhoisa

spoiledbratdoesn'twanttohelparound,allshe

doesisjustbeonherphoneorwatchTV..

Me:Washthedishesforme

Her:I'm tiredTumi

Me:Whataboutme?Iam tiredtoo!

Her:I'm nottheonewhoinvitedmyboyfriend

overfordinner

Iheardaknockatthedoor,Iexhaledin

frustrationthenIwenttoopen.ItwasShineand

Mpumi..

Shine:Hopewenotlate

Me:Noit'sokay,youguysarerightontime

ItookMpumifrom him..

Me:Hellosweetheart

Hewalkedinandclosedthedoor..

Me:I'm notdonecooking



Him:Ungaworry(Don'tworry)

HefollowedmewhileIwalkeduptoRethabile..

Me:Rethabileourguestsarehere

Sheignoredme..

Me:Rethabile

Sheputherphoneawayandlookedatus..

Ifakedasmile..

Me:ThisismySisterRethabile,andRethabile

thisismyboyfriendShineandhiscute

DaughterMpumi

Shine:Kunjani?(Howareyou)

Shestoodupandwalkedstraighttothe

bedroom withoutsayinganything,Iwasvery

embarrassed..

Me:I'm sorry,sometimesherattitudeisjust..

Shine:NokuGrand,Akunastress

HeputMpumi'sbagdownandtookherfrom



me..

Him:Beforeushisaukudla(Beforeyouburnthe

food)

Me:MyAuntisoutyouwillmeetherlater

Him:Sharp

Iwalkedbacktothepots,Iwasso

embarrassedbyRethabile'sbehaviour.Ido

everythingforherandshecan'tevendo

somethingsosimpleforme,respectingme

infrontofmyboyfriend..

_

NAZO

MyhalfSisterSarahandherHusbandMarvin

joinedusfordinner,itwasgoodseeingher

again.Sheseemslikeaveryniceperson..

Richard:Thisisnice

Gugu:It'sreallynice



Sarah:Thankyouforinvitingus

Richard:Youwelcome

Sarahturnedtome..

Sarah:IthoughtthatNomvelowasgoingtobe

joiningus,Iwasreallylookingforwardtoseeing

heragainImissheralotatwork

Me:Uhm yaNomveloisnotwell

Gugu:Sheisstrugglingtodealwiththelossof

herbaby

Sarah:I'm trulysorryforyourloss,Icanonly

imaginewhatyoutwoaregoingthrough

Me:It'sokayandthankyou

Richard:Thisfoodisnice

Sarah:It'sverynice..ThankyouGugu

Gugu:Youwelcome

Iobservedeveryoneastheywereeatingand

talkingaboutrandom things,itwasagreat



moment.Thisismyfamily..

_

TUMI

Itookthefoodtothem,MyAunthadcome

backjustintime.ShewastakenbyMpumithat

shedidn'twannaputherdown..

Me:Herewego

Iputtheplatesonthesmalltable..

Aunty:ThankyouTumi

Shine:Ta(thankyou)

ItookMpumifrom myAuntsothatshecaneat..

Rethabilewasstilllockedupinthebedroom,

shewillmissthismomentbecausesoonI'llbe

gone..

Aunt:ThankyouformakingmyNiecehappy

Shine:Shealsomakesmehappy

IsatnexttoShine..



Aunty:I'm gladyougothertoleavethisplace,

it'stimeshelivesherlifeandbehappyshecan't

alwaysbabysitus

Shine:That'strue

Heturnedtome..

Him:uyezwa?(doyouhear)

Me:Justeatyourfood

Hetookhisplatefrom thetableandstarted

eating..

Me:I'lldishupsomepumpkinandmash

potatoesforMpumi

Istoodupwithherandwewenttothekitchen,

leavingmyAuntandShinetotalk.

I'm gladmyAuntlikeshim andshehasgivenus

herblessings..

_

NOMVELO



ThefollowingdayIwokeupearlyandprepared

myself,themeetingwasgoingtostartat9am,

anotheronewasgoingtobeat18:00.Iprefer

themorningone.Iwasverynervous,Idon't

knowwhatisexpectedofmefrom this

meetingsImeanit'snoteasyformetotalk

aboutmypainwithoutsheddingatear.Igot

lostabitbutIfinallyfoundtheplace,itwasn't

thatfullasyet.Therewassomeladystanding

atthedoorwelcomingeveryone,sheshookmy

handasIwalkedin..Ihadactuallycheckedher

pageonFacebookandit'sgettinggoodreviews,

sheseemstoknowwhatshe'sdoing..

Her:Goodmorning

Me:Morning

Her:Haven'tseenthisfacebefore

Me:I'm actuallynew

Her:Ohwthat'snice,IwelcomeyoutoourAA

meetings..What'syourname?



Shedoesn'tknowme?Imeannowthewhole

worldknowsmeIwastrendingonsocialmedia

yesterday..

Me:Nomvelo..NomveloButhelezi

Her:WelcomeNomveloandpleasefeelfree...

Weallfamilyhere,noonewilljudgeyou

Me:Thankyou

Iwentandsatdownaseveryonegavemeweird

looks,Iprobablyshouldn'thavecamehere.This

washarderthanIthought..

Wewaitedforothersbeforethemeetingcould

start,andwhenitwasaboutthe8ofusshe

cameback..

Her:GoodmorningandIthankeveryonefor

coming.Rememberwearefamily,feelfreeto

talknoonewilljudgeyou

Shesaidthatwhilelookingatme..

Her:MyNameisSenzeniandIam theonewho



leadsthesemeetings,wemeet3daysaweek.

Morningsessionfrom 9:00am-11:00thenagain

at18:00-20:00forthosewhoknockofflate..I

thinkwecangetstarted,Sis'Zodwawewillstart

withyoutoday..

Theladystoodupandgreetedus..

Asthequeuewentonanditwasgettingcloser

andclosertome,theairstartedtosuffocate

meeventhougheveryoneintheroom hadthe

sameproblem asmine.Ifeltlikemyclothes

didn'thidemynakednessenough,apartofmy

brainconvincedmethattheycouldseemy

shameunderneatheventhoughIwaswearing

clothes.Whenmyturnfinallycame,alleyes

wereonme

Ididn'twanttostandupbutIwasforcedtoo

afterallit'stradition,whenthenextpersonis

donetalkingthenextpersonhastostandup

andsaysomethingtoo.Theweaknessinmy

souldraggeddownmyphysicalbeingfrom



standingupbutIhadtoo,Ihadtofindthe

strengthtofaceallthesepeopleandsharemy

shame.Itwasveryquietonlytheireyesraiseda

lotofquestionswithouttheirmouthseven

utteringaword,IalsofeltlikeIwasbeing

judgedbeforeIevengotachancetotellmy

story..

Me:Mynameis..MynameisNomvelo

Afewminutespassedandtheysaidnothing.

Iwould'vebeenmorecomfortablewithabitof

encouragementsomethinglike"HelloMvelo"

isn'tthatwhattheysupposedtosay?Orthe

moviesexaggerateasalways?

Me:Iam..

Ilookedatmyhandstrembling,thiswashard

forme..

Senzeni:TakeyourtimeSisi

SenzeniwaslikeMosesofthesePeopleleading



them tothepromisedlandorMotherTheresa

givingthem innerpeace.Itookadeepbreath

andmyeyeswonderedaround,Ithensawhim

standingatthedoor.Hehadhisarmsfolded

andwasleaningagainstthedoorframelooking

atme.HowdidheknowIwashere?Whyishe

here?Isheheretomakemefeelmore

ashamed?Isheheretojudgeme?Iam already

downIdon'tneedhim puttingmemoreand

moredown

Senzeni:Takeanotherdeepbreathandrelaxwe

arehereforyou,we'renotgoinganywhere

Shecould'vemadeagoodpsychologist..

IdidasIwastold,Itookanotherdeepbreath

butitdidn'tmakethesituationanybetter.

Instead,itmadememoreandmoreparanoid..

Me:Mynameis..Iam..I..Am Nomv..

Didn'tIsaythatalready?Idon'tthinkIwannabe

hereanymoreifIsayanotherwordI'm goingto



dropdeadanddierighthereinfrontofeveryone.

It'sgoingtobetheendofme..Alotwasgoing

throughmymindbutthebestthingtodoright

nowwastowalkout,walkawayfrom this

suffocatingsituationandsavemyselfthe

embarrassment..

Ididn'tevenapologizenorlookedatanyoneI

walkedoutoftherefasterthanIcouldletmy

breathout.Finally!Abreathoffreshair,Icould

feelthebreezeagainstmyskinthat'sallthatI

neededabreathoffreshair..

Him:Nomvelo!

Istopped,hisvoicecarriedsoomuchauthority.

Iwasstrugglingtobreath,hispresencehas

alwaysbeenunsettling.Iturnedaroundand

lookedathim,hemadehiswaytome.Stop

rightthere!Don'tgettooclose,it'salmostasif

likeheheardme.Hestoppedabitfarfrom me

withhishandsburieddeepinsidehispocketsa

habitofhis,Helookeddifferentwithouthis



clericalcollar.Ihadalotburiedinside,there'sa

lotIwannasaybutbesteadyVeloafterallheis

thesanctifiedone..

Hedidn'tsayanythinghislookdidmoreofthe

talkingthanhislips..

Me:It'sveryhard..Ithasbeenhard

Hewastorturingmewithhissilence,atleast

saysomethingdammit!Tellmethatmypainis

anexcuseformyunholydeeds.Heisprobably

waitingtotellmethatI'm goingtohellain'tthat

whattheytellpeopleatchurch?Ain'tthatwhat

theypreach?Ain'tthatwhattheytellsinners

andthebroken,insteadofcomfortingthem?

Theytellthem thatthelakeoffireisawaiting

them weretheygoingtospendalleternity..

Me:IknowthatI'm goingtohell

Ishruggedmyshouldersindefeat..

Me:IknowthatI'm notworthytobeinyour

presencerightnow



Hemighthavealottosaybutthehumaninhim

probablydoesn'tallowhim too,sohedoeshave

ahumanheartafterall?

Me:Youknowwhat?Juststayawayfrom me

Iturnedandwalkedawaywhileunzippingmy

bag,Iburiedmyhanddeepinsidetryingtofind

mycarkeysinthatpileofunnecessarythings.

Him:I'm humantoo

Didhehavetospeak?Couldn'thekeepquiet

andletmeleaveinpeace?Ididn'twannafeel

thegroundtremblingundermyfeetatthe

soundofhisvoice..

Him:Younottheonlyonewholosthim,Ilost

him too.HaveyouthoughtabouthowIfeel?

Thosewordsmademykneesweak..

Him:Hewasmysontoo,ImightbeaPreacher

andeverythingbut...Iam human,aFatherwho

losthisSon.Younothurtingalone,I'm hurting



too

Myeyeswerefilledwithtears,mylowerlipwas

trembling..

Me:Why?Whydidithavetobehim?Why?

(Crying)

Hewalkeduptome..

Me:I..IhavenostrengthleftinmeNazo..It

feelslikemyhearthadbeenrippedfrom my

chest

Hepulledmetohim andheldmecloser..

Me:WhydidGodallowthistohappen?

Igrabbedhisshirt..

Me:Ithurts..Ithurtsalot,pleasemakeitstop

(Crying)

Hedidn'tsayanythinghejustheldmetight,asI

criedonhischest..

Me:Nazomakeitstop..Makeitgoawayplease



(Crying)

.

Tobecontinued
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NOMVELO

IslowlywokeuptoNazo'svoice,Iheardhim

talking.Iroseupfrom thepillowandhewas

sittingonthecouch,lookedlikehewasplaying

agamewithNosi..

Nazo:No..Youpresshere,ifyoudon'tpress

herethenhewon'ttalk...Nowyoupresshere

IobservedthemomentasNosiseemedlike

shewasenjoyingthegame,eachtimewhen

shepressedtherightkeyshewouldchuckled

andclapherhands.ShewassittingonNazo's

lapandheseemedtobeenjoyingtoospending



timewithher..

Afteraverylongtime,henoticedthatIwasup..

Him:Hey..

Me:Hi..

HeputNosionthecouchandstoodup,he

kissedheronherforehead..

Him:I'm comingbaby

Hemadehiswaytome,hesatonthebednext

tome..

Me:Iwillgobacktothemeetingat18:00

Him:Maybeyoucangobacktomorrow

morning

Me:Iwannagobacktonight

Him:Icancomewithyouifyouwant

Me:I'dappreciatethat

Westarreddeepintoeachother'seyesandI

realizedthat,whileIwastrappedinmypainI



almostlostsomeonewhomeanttheworldto

me..Iwastoocaughtupinthepainsthat

piercedthroughmyheartandheldmysoul

captive,Ifocusedmoreonquestionstothings

thatonlyGodknows.They"why"whymyson?

Whyme?Whysoomuchpain?Onlytheone

whocreatedmylifeknows,itwaswritten

beforeIevenexisted...

Me:I'm sorry

Heputhishandonmycheek..

Him:YouwerehurtingandIshould'vetriedto

bethereforyouandmaybeyouwouldn'thave

turnedintoalcoholforcomfort

Ishookmyhead..

Me:Itwouldn'thavemadeadifference,I

pushedyouaway.Ihumiliatedyou,thingsthat

Peopleweresay-

Him:Peopletalk..Tomorrowthey'llbetalking

aboutsomeoneelse,it'sjusthowitis



Me:Atthatmomentitdidn'tcrossmymindthat

wenolongerjustordinarypeoplethatwewere

beforeyouansweredtoyourcalling

Him:We'llgetthere

Heleanedover..

Him:Iloveyousoomuch

Me:Iloveyoutoo

Wekissed,thekissdatedbackandbrought

backtheflamethatonceexistedbetweenus.

Thesparksthatmakemysoultolightup,and

thestringsofmyheartbeingplayedbythelove

thatweshare.Iam soblessedtohaveNazoin

mylifeandIknowthatheisalwaysgoingtobe

thereforme..It'sbeenawhilesincewewere

lastintimateandthemomentwastakingover

leadingtowhatwehavebothbeenyearningfor,

butunfortunatelywehadtoapplythebreaks

becausetherewasalittlehumanbeinginthe

room withus..



Nosi:Yazo!!!!

Webrokethekiss,shewasstandingonhisside

ofthebed.Hepickedherupputherinthe

middle.IcanseethatNosiisveryfondofNazo,

IwishNisocould'vemethisDaughterfirst

beforehisuntimelydeath..

Me:Hey...HeyNosi

Shedidn'tcareaboutmesheonlycaredabout

thetabletthatshewasholding..

Nazo:She'snowaddictedtothegames

Me:Letmesee..Whatareyouplaying?

Her:No!!!

Shemovethetabletandclickedhertongue.Me:

WowsheisindeedherFather'sDaughter

Nazolaughed..

_

DANGER



Ihadreceivedacallfrom someonenamed

"Dawn"heaskedtomeetupwithme,saidit's

aboutNkuli.Iwasinitiallygoingtosayno

becauseIdon'tevenknowthefellow,butwhen

hementionedNkuli'snameIassumedthatit

wasimportant.IlookedaroundandIspotted

him,hehadtoldmewhathewouldbewearing

andhishairwasneatlytiedtotheback..Imade

mywaytothetablethathewassittingat..He

stoodupandextendedhishandfora

handshake,Iextendedminetoo..

Him:Danger?

Me:Yes

Him:Nicetomeetyou..I'm Dawn

Weshookhandsandthenwesatdown,hewas

drinkingwater..

Him:Wouldyouliketoordersomething?

Me:Maybeabeer



Hecalledthewaiter..

Me:DoyouhavecastlelitebeerorWindhoek?

Waiter:WehaveWindhoekandHeineken

Me:Windhoekplease

Waiter:Wouldyoulikesomethingelse?

Me:NoI'm good

HeturnedtoDawn..

Dawn:I'm stillfinethankyou

Hewalkedaway..

Me:Notafanofbeer?

Him:NotwhenI'm working

(Silence)

Me:YoumentionedsomethingaboutNkuli

Him:Yes..Uhm..Iwenttoseeher

Me:Youknowher?

Him:Notentirely..Shecalledme



Me:Idon'tthinkIunderstandwereyoucoming

from

Him:Iam anexorcist,thatmeansIcastout

demons.Demonsthathavepossesedpeople

Me:That's..ThatsoundsinterestingbutIstill

don'tknowhowitfitstoeverything

Him:Nkulihasevilspiritstormentingher

Me:Meaningshe'spossessed?

Him:No..She'smorelikecursed,shehasthe

markofapreyfordemons.SomethingLucifer

rewardedherwithforbetrayinghim

Me:I..Sowhyam Ihere?

Him:Iwanttohelpher,norephrasethat.I'm

goingtohelpherbutIcan'tdoitatthe

institution,youneedtosigntheformsforher

release

Me:NkulialmostkilledmyDaughter,she'slucky

Nomvelodidn'tlaycharges.She'sbetteroff



wheresheis

Him:Iunderstandyourfeelingstowardsthis

situationandasaFathermyselfifsomething

similartoNomvelohappenedtoher,Iwouldgo

allouttoprotecther.UnfortunatelySirwhatI

am orwhoIam rather,Idon'tgettochoose

whoIwanttohelpandwhoIdon'twanttohelp.

Itdoesn'tworklikethat

Me:IrespectwhatyoudobutNkulican'tbe

release

Him:Iam aneutralpartyinthissituation,and

trustmeIdonotcondonenorsupportwhat

Nkulidid.Itdoessoundbetter,theideaofher

beinglockedupbut..Nkuliisahumanbeing

whothoughtshewasdoingthebest,shewants

togetbettersothatshecanrectifyhermistake.

Sheunderstandsthenatureandtheseverityof

whatshedidthereforesheisaskingfora

chancetocorrecteverything



Me:Whydidshedoit?

Him:Thereasonsbehindarecomplicated

Me:Formetosigntheforms..Ineedtoknow

whyshedid,andIwannahearitfrom her

Me:Ofcourse..Wecanchooseadaythat

worksforbothofusandwecango

Thewaiterbroughtthebeer..

Me:Thankyou

Waiter:Sorrythatittooklong,wewerehavinga

bitofaproblem atthebar

Me:It'sokay

Waiter:Isthereanythingelse?

Me:No..Thatwouldbeall,thankyou

Hewalkedaway..

_

NOMVELO



Wehadboughtafewclothes,nomakethatwe

boughtalotofthingsforthebabywewentall

outtoprepareforhisarrival.Ilikedthesmall

blue&whiteblanket,ithadteddybearsandit

wasactuallyatwinpack.There'sanotherwhite

one.Ilookedatthesmallvestsandpants,heis

nevergoingtogetachancetowearthem.You

knowIhaveseenonTvandreadstoriesof

womenwhomiscarriedorgavebirthtostill

borns.Isawhowbrokentheywerewhenthey

toldthosestoriesbutdeepinsideofmeInever

reallyunderstood,Ineverunderstoodwhythey

wouldbethatbrokenwhentheyhavenever

evenspentsometimewiththebabiesuntilit

happenedtome.Thebondisnotcreatedwhen

thebabyisborn,thebondiscreatedeveryday

asyougothroughyourpregnancy.Imisshis

littlekicks,everytimewhenhemovedaround

andallthefoodthatwelikedorheliked.

Thoughthemorningsicknessweren'tso

pleasantbutwehadanamazingbond,Iwould



talktohim everynowandthen,hewasalways

withme.Icouldn'twaitforhim togethere,I

couldn'twaittoholdhim inmyarms,Hewas

goingtobemycompletehappiness.With

everythingthatI'vebeenthrough,hisbirthwas

goingtosoothmyheart,Iwasgoingtohavea

reasontoliveandareasontosmileeveryday

nomatterhowbadmydaywas.But..Iwas

robbedofmyhappinessbysomeonethatI

trustedthemost,someonethatIconsidereda

sister..

IfeltNazo'stouch,hishandmovedaroundmy

arm..Iputtheblanketback..

Completesilenceengulfedtheroom,Ithinkwe

didn'tknowwhattosaytoeachothertomake

thesituationlessdepressing..

Him:Ilieawakemostnightswonderinghowhe

wasgoingtobelike,wouldhetakefrom meor

wouldhetakefrom you.IwashappythatIwas

goingtobeaFather,Ihadachancetobewhat



Richardfailedtobe.WhenIheardthathewas

gone,mywholeworldstoppedforasecond

deepdownIwasangrywithmyselfthatI

couldn'tgetthereontimetosavebothofyou.

HadI-

Me:It'sallmyfault..Everyonewarnedmeabout

NkulibutIrefusedtolisten.Seeingthatshe

wasoncethereformewhenIwasattheverge

ofkillingmyselfIwentontotrustherwithmy

life,shewasmysistersomeonewhowas

alwaysthereforme.Shekilledhim,shedidn't

eventhinktwicesheshovedthatknifedeep

insideand..

Iwasgettingemotional..

Me:Ifelthim tryingtomove,Iwantedhim to

holdonabitlongerbutitbecametoomuch.

NkulikilledmySoninthemostgruesomeway,

shetookapieceofmewhenshekilledhim.I

don'tknowhowtomoveon,Idon'tknowhowto

getonwithmylifeknowingthatheisnotinside



ofmeanymoreandallIhavearescarsto

remindmeofthewholeordeal.Iwishitwasme,

Iwishmylifewastakenandhemadeit(Crying)

Hehuggedme..

Me:Ican'tdothiswithouthim..IfeellikeI'm

goingtoloseit,IwishGodcouldliftthispain

andsorrowfrom me(Crying)

_

TUMI

IenjoyspendingtimewithShineandhisfamily

thanIdowithmine,don'tgetmewrongIlove

myfamilybutthetensionattheflatcanbevery

drainingattimes..

Me:I'm sorryaboutRethabile'sattitude

Him:Awusho..Unjevelekuwe?(Tellme..She's

alwayslikethiswithyou)

Inodded..

Him:Andyouthinkit'sokay?



Me:She'sjust16..Shewillgetbetterwhenshe

growsup

Hechuckled...

Him:Shewon'tgetbetter..Uzobaworse

Me:Ijustthinkmymother'sdeathaffectedher

themost,she'sstilltryingtodealwithit

Him:Kodwalokhoakushoukuthik'meleadelele

so(Thatdoesn'tmeansheshouldbethis

disrespectful)

Iputmyarmsaroundhiswaistandexhaled,I

laidmyheadonhischest..

Me:Don'tworryabouther

Him:I'm notworried,ngifunanjeakwazi

ukukuhlonipha(Iwanthertorespectyou)

Me:Idon'treallycareaboutitanymore,sheis

whatsheis

Him:Ifshe'sonthelistofmeetingmyMom,

umtshelekeukuthiuk'delelaak'shiyelapha



kubo(tellhertoleavethatattitudeand

disrespectathome)

Ihaven'tthoughtofthat,wouldshegoasfaras

disrespectingotherpeople??

.

Tobecontinued

Noedits
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Thistimearoundthemeetingwasabitbetter,

maybethat'sbecauseIstoppedlookingatwho

wasjudgingmeandwhowasn't,afterallwe

wereallthereforthesamething..Nazobeing

theremadethewholesituationabiteasier,it



mademefeelrelaxedandIneededforhim to

knowhowmuchandhowdeepthishashurtme.

Iknowitwastoomuchforhim becausehe

didn'tknowhowtohelpme,Ididn'tneedhim to

helpmeIjustwanthim tobethereforme.I

knowhecan'tbethere24/7becausehehas

othercommitments,butwheneverhecanI

wanthim tobethere.Iwantustotalkaboutit

moreoftenthatwayitwillhelplessenthe

burden..

Whenthemeetingcametoanendwedrove

backhome,butwefirststoppedbyatmy

Grandmother'splacetogetmythings.Shewas

reallyexcitedtohearthatNazoandIwere

gettingbacktogether,whenNazowastaking

mythingstothecarshesatmedownsothat

shecouldgivemealecture..

Her:I'm gladthatyoucametoyoursensesand

decidedtogobackhome,toyourhusband

Me:Metoo



Her:IknowthatI'm oldVeloandprobablydon't

knowhowthingsworkwithyourgeneration,but

inmytimeswhatyoudoingnowyouwouldn't

bedoing.Whenyoumarriedandhadmovedin

withyourinlaws,youcouldn'tjustpackupand

leavewhenthingsdidn'tgoyourway.Itdidn't

worklikethat.I'm notsayingstayinamarriage

thatisnotgoodforyoubut,youneedtogrow

up.Nooneforcedyoutobehiswife,you

agreedonyourownsowhenyouactlikethis

it'snotright...Iwouldunderstandifhewas

cheatingonyouorifyouwereinanabusive

relationshipbutyounot,nomatterhowmuch

helovesyouVelobutheisamanandheeasily

getstired.Theygetimpatientveryquicklyand

hewillbesettinghiseyesonthenextbestthing.

Iknowyouhavethisthingthatheisapreacher,

heisspiritualetcbutattheendofthedayheis

amanandyearslaterdownthelinewhenyou

getawakeupcall,anotherwomanwould've

takenyourplaceandyouwillliveyourlifein



regrets.I'm justtryingtomakeyousee

differently,andifyouwon'ttakemyadvicethen

it'sfineafterallwhatdoIknow?I'm justold.

Thoughdon'tforgetthatthere'sapossibility

thatNkulimightgetoutandshewillregainher

life,don'tgiveherpowertoruinyoursandyour

marriage.Youwillneverfindafamilythat's

goingtoloveyouliketheydo,EspeciallyGugu

youknowhowdifficultsheisandforhertolove

youlikethis..Itmeansyouspecialindeed

Nazowalkedbackin..

Grams:It'slateyouguysshouldbeonyourway

home,it'snotrightforNomvelotobeinthe

streetsatthistime,whatifyourUnclesstopby

uninvited.Idon'twantunwantedmeetings

Igotupfrom thechair..

Me:I'llcallyou

Iwalkeduptoherandhuggedher..

Me:Thankyou



Her:Gohome,Idon'twantyouhereunlessyou

visiting

Webrokethehug..

Me:IloveyouDuchess

Her:Iloveyoutoo

ImademywaytoNazo..

Her:Youtwobesafeonthestreetsnow

Me:It'sthesamestreetDuchessandafew

housesfrom here

Her:Itdoesn'tmatter

Nazolaughed..

Nazo:ByeMaNgcobo

Grams:ByeNazo..GreetGugu

Nazo:Iwill

Shewalkedusout..

_



TUMI

DinneratShine'splacewasnervewrecking,I

wasnervousandscaredthatRethabilemight

goallouttoembarrassmetonight,afterallshe

hasbeeninamoodeversincewelefthome..

Me:Rethabilepleasebehave

Retha:IwouldifIdidn'thavetobedraggedhere!

Aunt:Rethabile!!

Retha:What?Thishasnothingtodowithme!

Thedooropened,itwasShinewhoopened..

Me:Hey

Shine:Ninjani?(howareyou)

Me:Wegood

Shine:Please..

Heopenedthedoorwiderandwewalkedin..

Aunt:Thankyouforhavingus



Shine:ngibongaukufikakwenu(Thankyoufor

makingit)

Mamezalashowedupfrom thelivingroom..

Her:Goodevening

Me:Evening

Aunt:Evening

Shemadeourwaytous..

Me:AuntythisisShine'sMother,wecallher

Mamezala.MamezalathisismyAunt,sheis

morelikeamothertomeandmySister

Mamezala:It'sverynicetomeetyou

Aunt:Nicetomeetyoutoo

Theyhugged..

Me:Anduhm..

Iclearedmythroat..

Me:ThisismylittleSister,Rethabile



Mamezala:Nicetomeetyoutoo

Mamezalaextendedherhandtoher..

Rethabile:...

Aunt:Retha

Rethabilereluctantlyextendedherstoo..

Mamezala:Okaywecan..Wecanallgotothe

dinningtableinthelivingroom Ihaveprepared

dinnerforyou

Aunt:Thankyouverymuchforhavingus

MyAuntandMamezalawalkedinfirst,

RethabilefollowedthenShinelookedatme..

Shine:Ang'funiuk'cikeka(Idon'twanttoget

irritated)

Me:Kodwaakashongonexnjena?(Shedidn't

sayanythingthough)

Heraisedhiseyebrows..

Him:Askies?



Ikeptquiet..

Him:Izangik'bekeleiStory..Ujwayeleukudelela

ninamaralaekhayaakekhoumuntuodelela

umamamisiyezwana?(Letmetellyou

something..Hereinthishouse,noone

disrespectsmyMotherareweclear)

Iswallowed..

Me:Youmakingabigdealoutofnothing

Him:Tum-

Me:Everyoneiswaitingforus..

Imademywaytothelivingroom..

_

NOMVELO

Nazowentandputmyluggageintheroom

whileImademywayinsidethehouse,Gugu

wasinthekitchen..

Gugu:YoualmostmissedDinn-



SheturnedaroundandIthinksheexpectedto

seeNazo..

Her:OhwVelo..IthoughtitwasNazo

Shewipedherhandswiththeswab..

Me:He'sbusyputtingmyluggageintheroom

Her:Hau..Kushoukuthiubuyilefuthi?(That

meansyoubackagain)

Inodded..

Her:Areyoustayingthistimearoundor?Phela

wenayouaparttimemakotilaekhaya

Ididn'tsayanythingforafewseconds,deep

insideIwantedtotellheroffbutthenI

rememberedmyGrandmother'swords

Me:Iam staying

Shelookedatmewithdoubt..

Her:That'sgoodbecauseIam notgoingto

apologizeforwhatIsaidtheotherday,Imeant



everything

Me:Iunderstandand..Ishouldbetheone

apologizing.I'm sorryforactingimmature,this

timearoundI'llcommittomymarriageI

promise

Her:Isn'tittooearlytobemakingsucha

Promise?

Shewasreallygettingundermyskinanditwas

irritating,thebestIcoulddowastoremain

quiet..

Her:Whereareyouguyscomingfrom bythe

way?

Me:AAmeeting..Istartedtoday

Her:That'sgood..Howdidyoufindit?

Me:Itsokay..I'lladjustastimegoeson

Her:I'm gladyouattendingbecauseIhave

somethingtotellyou

Ilookedather..



Her:Richardaskedmetomarryhim

Ididn'tknowwhattosay..

Me:Wowthat's..That'sgoodnews

Her:So..

Sheextendedherhandtome,Igotcloser

extendedminetohers.Shethenwalkedmeto

thelounge..Nosiwasstandingagainstthe

couchandplayingagame..

Her:IloveNosibutIdon'tthinktakingherwith

meisthebestoption.YouandNazoarestill

youngyouwillmakegoodParents,plusNosiis

veryfondofNazoandIdon'twannabreakthat

bondbetweenthem

Me:Wha..Whatareyousaying?

Her:I'm sayingthatyouandNazoarethe

ParentsthatNosineeds,ImeanRichardandI

weold.Wegoingtospendmostofourlives

travelingtheworldandenjoyingwhat'sleftof



theyearsthatwehavetogether

Me:I..

Thiswasunexpected

Her:ThisisthegiftthatNisohasgivenyouto

rememberhim with,Iwillinform thesocial

workersaboutmydecisiononlyifyouagree.

Youguysarestillyoung,andI'm surethatyou

willmakeagreatyoungMom

Gugureallycaughtmeoffguard.Nosithrewthe

tabletonthefloorinfrustration..

Her:Shit!!!!(Shouting)

Myeyeswidened..

Gugu:That'syourqueue

Shepushedmealittle,Iwonderwhereshe

learnedthatword..

Ipickedupthetabletandswitcheditoff,thank

goodnessthescreendidn'tcrack.



Ilookedather..

Me:Seeyoubrokeit

Shelookedatme..

Me:Youbrokeit..Itdoesn'twannaswitchon

now

Shelookedatitandsaidthingsthatdidn'tmake

sense,shewassayingalotofgibberish..

Me:Noyoubrokeit

Istoodupstraightasshepulledmytshirtand

startedcrying..

Me:Nosi

Shecontinuedcrying..

Me:Youdon'thaveanyrighttocrybecauseyou

brokeit

Sheforcedherheadinbetweenmylegsstill

crying..

Me:Nosi..Stop



Shecriedlouder..

Me:No..

Nazo:What'sgoingon?

WhensheheardNazo'svoiceshegotherhead

from betweenmylegsandrantohim while

crying..

Her:Yazo!!!

Hepickedherup..

Nazo:What'swrong?

Shestartedtalkingalotofgibberishagainwhile

wipinghertearswithhersmallhands..

Nazowalkedoverandsatonthearmrestofthe

couch..

Him:StopcryingandtellYazowhathappened?

Shedidn'tsayanything,shejustlaidherhead

onhischestandcontinuedcrying.Nazolooked

atme...Ishruggedmyshoulders..



_

TUMI

DinnerwasgoingwellbutRethabilewasstillin

hermoods.Wewerebusytalkingaboutrandom

thingsandIwasn'tparticipatinginthe

conversationbecausemyeyeswerestuckon

Rethabile,shewasonherphonethewholetime.

Shedidn'teventouchherfood,itwasvery

embarrassingthatIhadtosaysomething..

Me:Retha..

Iclearedmythroat..

Me:Retha..Stopplayingwithyourphoneand

eatyourfood

Her:I'm nothungry

Theatmospherechanged..

Aunt:TablemannersRetha

Herfacialexpressionchanged,shewasgetting

irritated..



Aunt:Re-

Retha:ohhmywordleavemealone!Ididn't

evenwannacomehereinthefirstplace

Me:Rethabilestopit!!

Retha:Thisisnotaboutme..Wenotherefor

Me!Soleavemealone

Mamezala:YoungladyIdon'tall-

Retha:Shutup!!!!!

That'swhenShinelostit,hegotupandwentto

wereRethawassitting..

Shine:Standup!

HewasallfiredupIsawRethabilegettingabit

scared..Rethabileprotested,Shinegrabbedher

arm andforcedhertostandup.Hethenpulled

hertothekitchen..

Me:Shinewhatareyoudoing?

Rethabile:Letgoofmeyouhurtingme!



Igotupandrushedtothem..

Me:Shine..

Retha:Tumi!!

Shineopenedthedoorandliterallythrewher

outandthenlocked,Rethastartedbangingon

thedoorwhilecrying..

Her:Tumi!!!Tumi!!(Shouting)

Me:Shineyoucan'tdothat!

Itriedtogetthekeysbuthepushedmeback

andthem from thedoor..

Retha:Tumi!!..Tumi!!(Crying)

Itriedtogetthekeysfrom him buthepushed

mebackagain..

Him:Tumi..

Me:Noyoucan'tdothat..Givemethekeys!

That'smylittlesister

Him:UzobuyaMakareadyukuhlonipha(Shewill



comebackwhenshe'sreadytorespect)

Retha:Tumipleaseopen!!(Crying)

Itriedgettingthem backandhestillpushed

me..

Him:Tumingiyakukhuzanjalo(TumiIam

warningyou)

Heclickedhistongueandmadehiswaybackto

thelivingroom,myheartwasonmyknees.I

wassoscaredformysister,worseshedoesn't

evenknowthisplace..HowcanShinebeso

cold??

.

Tobecontinued
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Me:Pout..

Shedidn'tknowwhatthehellthatwassoI



showedher,thenshejuststarteddoingherown

thingsbusysniffinglikeadog.Itwashilarious

andyetveryadorable.LastnightNazohada

nightofhisown,hehadawholenightprayer.

Weprayedtogetherat20:00thenat23:00he

droveouttothefieldwerehefeelsverymuch

connectedtotheholyspiritandheavenasa

wholethenhecamebackthismorning,Ididn't

hearhim thoughbecauseIsleptinthehouse

withNosi.WesleptinNiso'sroom.Itwas

actuallygoodprayingwithNazo,wordswere

expelledeasilyfrom mymouth.Itgetsabit

difficultwhenIdoitalone,Ijustsayafew

wordsandthenIgetemotional.NazosaidI

shouldn'tbediscouragedwhenthathappens,

mybrokenheartandspiritisactually

connectingwiththemosthigh.Evenwhen

wordsfailme,deepdownheknowsexactly

whatIwantedtosay.SinceIhaven'tbeenat

workforawhile,Iwillbetheonebabysitting

NosiandcleaningsinceGuguisnow



introducingherownstyleofclothingatthe

storeshewon'tbearoundmostofthetime.I

am reallyproudofherbecauseIreallylikethe

mordentraditionaldressesthatshewears,

thoughshehasnobackgroundoffashion

designsheseemstobedoingwellworkingwith

afewpeopleandpresentingherideasthenthey

turnthem intoexactlywhatshewants.

Iwillgobacktoworkbutnotnow,Iwannatake

sometimeoffanddomywifeydutiesandIalso

wannaspendmoretimewithNosi.

Me:Dothatagain

ShediditagainandItookavideo,thenIsentit

toNazo.Ireallydon'tknowhowNazodoesit,

hedoesn'tsleepthewholenight.Comesback

inthemorning,sleepsforatleast2hoursand

thengoesstraighttowork.Imeanifitwasme

I'dstillbesleeping.IpickedNosiupandthen

wewenttothekitchen,Iputheronthehigh

chair.Beingshortisreallyworkingforher



seeingthatshecanstillsitnicelyonherhigh

chair..Imadeheraninstantsoftporridge..

Me:Thereyougo

Itookthespoonandtriedtofeedherbutshe

wantedtofeedherself,Nosiisverystubborn

justlikeherFather.It'slikeNisogaveherallhis

stubbornness..

Me:Okaythenlet'sseehowyoudoit

Shefedherself,wasn'tperfectbutitalsowasn't

bad.Myphonebeeped,Icheckedanditwasa

WhatsAppmessagefrom Nazo..

****************WhatsApp***********

Him:Whatisshedoing?( )

Me:Lolthatishowwepoutnowadays( )

Him:It'scute..Ilikeit( )

Me:It'sverycute

Him:Letmegetbacktowork..I'llseeyouguys



later

Me:Whatabummer( )

Him:Someonehastopaythebillswoman

Me:YoucancomeandbabysitandI'llpaythe

bills

Him:Lolyeahright

Me:Okayseeyoulater

Him:Iloveyou

Me:Metoo

Him:Whatis"Metoo"

Me:Iloveyoutoo

**********

JustwhenIhadputmyphonedownIhearda

knockatthedoor,IlookedatNosi..

Me:Iwonderwhoitis

Imademywaytothedoortoopenanditwas



Mantwa,IthoughtitwasmyGrandmotheror

Danger..

Me:Mantwa

Her:Hi..HeyVelo

Me:Uhm..CanIhelpyou?

Her:WellI..I'm lookingforGugu

Me:She'snothere

Her:Nazo?

Me:Heisnothere

Her:Ohw..Noproblem,I'llcomebacklater

Me:Whatisitabout?

Her:Nothingmuch..Justwantedtoshowthem

photosofmyweddingthattheyfailedtoattend

Ichuckled..

Her:Ididn'tknowthatIcrackedajoke

Me:Youdidn'tcrackajoke..Yourajoke!



Her:Excuseme?

Me:Whyisitimportantthateveryaspectof

yourlifeshouldbeknownbymyhusband?

Her:Ohwit'snotlikethat..There'snoneedto

beinsecure

Me:Insecure?

Her:Ireallydon'twannadothisbut..Lately

whathasbeenwrittenaboutyouisnotgood

andintheprocessyouralcoholism isreally

ruininghisreputation.Nazoisaveryres-

Me:Doyoudrinkalcohol?

Her:Certainlynot..SeeI'm aChristianandI

don'tdrink,ifI'm goingthroughsomethingI

prayaboutitasaPreacher'swifeyoushould

knowthat.Prayerissupposedtobeyourbest

weaponandrevengeagainstthedevil

Me:Saysthesamepersonwhoalmost

committedsuicidewherewasyourChristianity



atthattime?

Thatcaughtheroffguard..

Me:LookIam notgoingtodothiswithyou

MissChristianbecauseallyourChristiandidn't

workforyou,hestillleftyouandmarriedan

"Alcoholic"seriouslygetitthroughyourheard,

Nazodoesn'twantyou..Plusshouldn'tyoube

onyourhoneymoonorsomething?Doingthings

thatnewlywedsdo?

Shereallydidn'thaveanythingtosay,Iheard

somethingfallingandNosistartedcrying.

Me:I'm sorry..Iwouldratherentertainmy

Daughterthanwhat'shappeninghere

Iclosedthedooronherface,Iturnedaround

andNosihaddroppedherdish.Ihatewhen

Peopleusereligiontomakethemselveslook

better,Thereasonwhymostpeoplehate

religionisbecauseofbeingconstantlyjudged.

Churchesshouldn'tbeaplaceforChristiansto



gloatbutitshouldbeahospitalforthebroken,

itshouldbewerepeopleruntoowhenall

doesn'tmakesense.Butunfortunatelythat's

notthecase,wherepeopleshouldfindcomfort

isweretheygethurtthemost.Imostdefinitely

don'tbelievethatChristianitystandsforthat

typeofbehaviourandcharacter..IprayIdon't

becomethattypeofChristian,shesurelywas

goingtomakeahorriblepreacher'swife

_

TUMI

IwasabouttoleaveforworkwhenIstumbled

onRethabilelayingonthecouch,Ithoughtthat

shelongleftforschoolbut..IguessIwas

wrong..

Me:Retha?

Shesatupstraight,shewascrying..

IfeelverybadaboutwhatShinedidlastnight,

lockingmySisteroutsideforanhourinahood



thatshedidn'tevenknow.Whatifsomething

badhappenedtoher?Ireallyfeelsometypeof

wayaboutwhathedidhenceIthinkhenoticed

thatIwasupsetbecausehedidn'tcallnorsaid

anythingeversincethatincident..Isatnextto

her..

Me:I'm sorryaboutlastnight..Iknowthatheis

acrazyguyIjustdidn'tthinkhewouldbethat

crazyastodosomethinglikethat

Shewipedhertears..

Me:I'm trulysorry

[Silence]

Her:Whathedidlastnightremindedmeofthe

nightsthatweusedtospendoutsidewhenour

Uncleandhiswifekickedusout,wewouldbe

runningupanddownonthestreetsatnightnot

knowingwheretogo.ThoughIwasyoungbutI

rememberthosecoldnights,Irememberone

nightinparticularwhenitwasrainingandhe



hadsentustobuyhim somebeers.Youputme

onyourbackandallthosemenatthetavern

werelookingatusasiflikewewerepreys,you

gotsoscaredthatwewentbackhomeandhe

wasangrythatwedidn'tbuythebeershesent

ustobuy.Hepushedyouandyouhitthewall

withmeonyourback,Ireallythoughthewas

goingtokillusthatnight

Iexhaled..ThosearememoriesthatIdon'tlike

todatebacktoobecausethere'snothingmuch

that'sthere,otherthanpainandsorrow..I

swallowed

Her:Sincefrom theneverychallengethatwe

encounteredIwouldalwayssay"IfonlyMom

washere"sowhenhethrewmeoutlastnight..

IfAuntydidn'tmovetoSouthAfricaIdon'tknow

whatwasgoingtohappentous

Sheclosedhereyes..

Iputmyarm aroundhershoulders..



Me:I'm sorryandI'llmakesurethatsomething

likethatwon'thappenagain

Her:Idon'tknowifI'llgobacktothatlifewhen

youmoveout,Auntyissickandshecandie

anytime..What'sgoingtobecomeofme

becauseclearlyyourboyfrienddoesn'tlikeme

Ipulledherclosertomeforherhug..

Me:It'salwaysbeenyouandme,I'llneverlet

anyonegetinbetweenus

IsawmyAuntstandingthere,lookingatusand

shakingherhead..

_

NOMVELO

IcalledNazo..

Him:Iseverythingokay?

Me:Everythingisfine

Him:Doyoumissmethatmuch?



Me:Notreally..IhopeIdidn'tdisturbyou

Him:Notatall..I'm juststarringoutofthe

windowandwatchingbirdsflyingaround,it's

notlikeIhaveworktodo

Me:Don'tbelikethat..Iwillcallyoulaterthen

Him:Youalreadycalled

Me:ButIdon't-

Him:KhulumaMaButhelezi(Talk)

Me:Yourexwashere

Him:That'snotpossiblemyexisinamental

instution

Me:Theotherone

Him:Idon'trememberanotherone,otherthan

thatone

Me:Mantwa

Him:Ohhthatone..Whatdidshewant?

Me:Nothingotherthanshejustwantedtoride



yourdick

Him:She'swelcome..PlusIhaven'tbeen

regularinthatdepartment

Me:OhwpleeeeeaseI'm sureIrideitbetter

Him:YaaIdon'tthinkIremember

Me:WellIwillremindyoutonightifyoudon't

haveanyappointmentswiththeAngels

Him:Nowwetalking

Me:anywayshewasheretoshowyouher

weddingpictures

Him:Shecameallthewaytoshowmethat?

Me:She'sdonebeenafteryourdickit'sirritating,

she'sevenstalkingmeonsocialmediabut

don'tworryIsortedherout

Him:Youdid?

Me:YeapIdid

Him:You?Thebiggestcrybabyintheworld



sortedherout?

Me:Don'tstartwithmethat'snotfunny

Helaughed..

Him:LookNanaIneedtogetbacktowork

Me:Okayseeyoulater

Him:WhatisNosidoing?

Me:She'swatchingTvandtalkingalone

Him:I'llseeyouguyslater

Me:BeforeyouhangupIneedtodiscuss

somethingwithyou

Him:Itcan'twait?

Me:Notreally..I...Ineedsomefemaleproducts

Him:Femaleproducts?

Me:Toiletriesandwhatnot

Him:I'llstopbyatthebankandaskhowlongit

willtakeforthem tounfreezeyouraccountif



it'snotdoneimmediatelyIwillwithdrawsome

cashforyou

Me:Ohw

Him:Ohw?

Me:Ithoughtthatyouwouldneedalistmaybe

Him:DoIneedareasontoaskforalist?

Me:Noyoudon't

Him:Okaycheckyourfueltoo

Me:I'lldosoo

Him:Seeyoulater

Me:laterthen

Iloweredmyphoneanditwasgoodtoseethat

heisstartingtotrustmeagain,andIwon't

disappointhim again..

_

NKULI



DawncamewithDanger,Iwassurprisedtosee

Danger.Ithoughthewouldwantnothingtodo

withme..

Me:Thankyouforcoming..Iappreciateitalot

Danger:Howareyoufeeling?

Me:It'shardbutI'm hanginginthere

Danger:YoulookbetterthanthelasttimeIsaw

you,strappedonthatbed

Me:Thankyou

Danger:Thosescratchesonyourface,the

brokenfingernails..Whathappened?Youdid

thistoyourself?

Ididn'tsayanything..

Him:Dawntalkedtome,hetalkedtomeabout

gettingyououtofhere

Ilookedathim..

Him:Ican'tdoit..Noruntilyoutellmewhat



happened,whydidyoudothattoyourcousin?

Nomvelocould'vediedfrom toomuchbleeding

IlookedatDawnandhenodded..

Me:Idon'tevenknowwheretostart..I'm trying

tofindanexplanationonethatwillseem sane

Hekeptquiet..

Me:Whenevilisbeingtalkedaboutweturna

deafearbecausewejustthinkit'sbogusornot

thatdeepenough.Trustme,Ihaveseenevilat

firsthandandit'snotsomethingthatonewould

wannamesswith.WhenIwasangryat

NomveloandNazo,Iopenedmyhearttogreat

evil.Onethatdamagedme.DangerIregretted

whatIdid,Ididn'tmeantohurtVeloandI'm not

goingtoactinnocentinallofthisbecauseI

broughtitonmyself.AllIneedisasecond

chance,asecondchanceatlifeandtofixthe

messthatIhavecreated

Helookedatmeforawhile..



Him:EvenifIdosignbut..Youwon'tbeableto

comebackhome,YourGrandmotherwants

nothingtodowithyou.Thewholefamily

doesn'twantanythingtodowithyou

Dawn:Iunderstand..Shewillbestayingwith

meandmyfamilyupuntilshe'sridof

everything

Danger:DoesNazoknowaboutthis?What

aboutVelo?

Dawn:Veloknows..NazoI'm stillgoingtoto

talktohim becausehehastobeapartof

Nkuli'shealing

Nazoisnotgoingtoagree,howcanDawneven

thinkaboutsomethinglikethat???

.

Tobecontinued
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NOMVELO

NosiendedupfallingasleepIdon'tblameher

shewokeupveryearlyinthemorning

Iwasgladthatshewasasleep,thatwillgiveme

timetodolaundryandmaybecleanabit.Iam

notdomesticatedbutIdohaveabitof

knowledgeaboutit,PlusIhaveobservedGugu

doingsomechoresatonepointbeforeNazo

andIgotmarried.Laundryisgoingtobeeasy

becauseofthewashingmachine,cleaningI

can'treallysay..AsIwasbusygettingNazo's

clothesIhadanunexpectedvisitor,itwas

Nomsa.Iputthebasketdownandwenttohug

her,Iwasreallyhappytoseeher..

Me:Whatareyoudoinghere?

Her:Icametoseeyou,it'sbeenawhile



Webrokethehug..

Me:Ithasbeenawhileindeed

Her:Wowyoulook..Youlookbeautifulas

always

Me:Thankyou..Youlookgoodtoo

Her:Atthisage..Itry

Me:Let'sgoinsideandhavesomethingtodrink

Iclosedthedoorandwewentinsidethehouse..

Her:NeverthoughtthatoneIwouldfindyouin

leggings,anoversizetshirtandadoek.Doing

housechores,Imeanevenonanormallazyday

youstilllookedgood

Ichuckled..

Me:YaIknow..Iam concentratingonmy

marriage,beingawifeandagoodMakoti.I

reallywouldfeeluncomfortablewhenNazoand

Ileavethenwegetahelperandshedoeshis

laundry,cookforhim,andcleanafterhim.It's



justnotrightthat'showtheystealyourman..

Tea,juice,orcooldrink?

Her:Teawouldbenice

Me:PlusIdon'twantGuguthinkingthatherSon

madeamistakebymarryingme,shesaidsome

thingsthatweren'tverypleasantIwantthem to

seethatI'm reallytrying

Her:That'sgood,I'm impressed

[SILENCE]

Her:I'm sorryaboutwhathappened,Danger

toldme..Howareyouholdingup?

Isighed..

Me:Idon'tknow..Maybethat'sthereasonwhy

I'm keepingbusybecauseIdon'twannathink

aboutit

Her:Iactuallystoppedbythedaythatit

happened,notpreciselywhenithappenedbut

afterithappenedwhencopswerethereand



everything.Youwerealreadytakentothe

hospital

Her:Istilldon'tunderstandwhyNkuliwoulddo

somethinglikethis

Me:Metoo

Her:Shewasveryfondofyou,shedidn'twant

anythingwithyouandthenshegoesanddoes

somethinglikethis..Ihavenowords

Me:Sohow..Howarethingsgoingwithyou?

Howistherestaurant?

Ididn'twannatalkaboutwhathappened,Itryto

avoidtalkingaboutitbecauseit'snot

somethingthat'seasytodatebacktoo..

Her:Thingsareverygoodattherestaurantyou

mustcomebysometimeandcheckitout

Me:I'lldefinitelydothat..Letmeputafew

clothesinthemachinewhilewecatchupovera

cupoftea



Her:uhm nottobeforwardoranythingbut..

Howmuchdoyouknowaboutdoinglaundry?

Me:Iknowa..I..Youputthewhitesfirstand

thenwhenyoudoneyouputtheothercoloursin

Her:That'struebut..CanIseehiswhites?

Me:Uhm..Yeahsure

Wewentouttotheoutsideroom..

Me:Iwillstartwithhiswhiteshirts

Shegotoneoutfrom thebasketandlookedat

it..

Her:YaVelothisshirtisverywhite..Guguused

todothisbeforeyou?

Me:Prettymuch

Her:Yasheknowsherstory

Me:Shewasamaidbackinherdays

Her:look..Whydon'tyouputthewhiteshirtsin

abasin,soakthem withwaterandabitofyour



washingsoap.Afterafewminutesusea

sunlightgreenbarsoaptowashthem again

andrinsethoroughly

Me:Youthink?

Her:Whiteisaverydelicatecoloursobecareful,

evenwhenyouironmakesurethatyouriron

doesn'thaveasmudgeonitandthatitdoes

stick.Thelastthingthatyouwantistoburnhis

clothes,andtheylookexpensive

Iexhaled..

Me:ThisisharderthanIthought

Her:It'snotanddon'tbehardonyourself..You

willgetahangofit

Me:Idon'twannacontributeavaginaonlyin

thismarriagebutIreallywannabeagoodwife

Isatonthebedfrustrated..

Her:Don'tgiveupnow..Tellyouwhat,it'smy

dayofftodayandIwantedtospendthewhole



daywithyou.Sowecanstartoffwiththe

laundry,cleanabitandthenseewhereweend

up

Me:Youdon'thavetoo

Shesatnexttome..

Her:Youwillbedoingmostofthework,I'lljust

helpyouhereandthere

Me:Areyousure?

Her:YesI'm sure

Shegotup..

Her:Wedon'thavemuchtimesolet'swemight

wannastartnow

Me:Okay..Thankyouverymuch

Her:Comeon..There'sstillalottodo

Me:WeshouldgettoitbeforeNosiwakesup

Her:WhoisNosi?

Me:Longstory..I'lltellyousomeothertime



_

TUMI

Nazoisveryhandsomeandmecheckinghim

outdoesn'tmeanthatIwannabeina

relationshipwithhim,Ithinkthathewillbetoo

muchforme.Youknowthatyougetthoseguys

whoareverygoodlookingbutyoujustwouldn't

datethem,tomeheisoneofthem...

Ireallydon'tknowhowNomvelodoesit,Imean

justbeinginhispresenceisveryintimidating.

Myheartwasbeatingabnormally,mymouth

wasdryandmyhandscouldn'tstoptrembling.

Despitehislooks,heisnotjustanyoneandI

thinkthat'swhythissituationisverydifficultfor

me..

Him:Ithinkyouneedtochangeithere..

Me:Iwill..

Him:I'm alsogoingtoneedtheinvoicesfrom

oursuppliers



Iclearedmythroat..

Me:Sorry..I'llgetthem foryou

Him:Thankyouverymuch..CanIhavethe

otherfilestoosothatIcantakealookatthem

Me:Noproblem

Allthewhilethathewastalking,hewasglued

onthedocumentsthatwereinfrontofhim,

nowthathewasdonewiththem hekepteye

contact..

Me:I'llgetthefilesfor..Foryou

Hesmiledalittle...

Him:I'dappreciatethatverymuch

AsIwasabouttowalkout,Shinemadehisway

in..

Shine:Umuntueskhundlenisakhe(Someoneis

backtohisposition)

Nazo:YouknowI'm aparttimeCEO



Shinelookedatmebeforehecouldsay

anythingIwalkedout.Iwasstillveryangryat

howhetreatedmySister,Iknowthatshe'snot

thebestpersonbutwhathedidwasn'tniceat

all..Igotallthefilesandwentthroughthem

onebyonetomakesurethateverythingwas

filedcorrectly,thereweretwosignatureson

eachpaperandnocarelessmistakes.Thelast

thingIwantistohavealengthyconversation

withNazoinhisoffice

Shinemadehiswaytome..

Him:Ngiyaziukuthiukwatile,maraminafrom

mysidengekeng'xolise(Iknowthatyouangry

andfrom mysideIwon'tapologize)

Me:Typicalofyou..PlusIwasn'texpectingany

apologyfrom you

Him:Angaziukuthiukwateleni..Bowufuna

ngimuyekeadeleleekhaya?(Idon'tevenknow

whyyouangry..Youwantedmetoleaveher



whileshewasthatdisrespectful)

Isighedinfrustration..

Me:Idon'tlikefightingandarguingShineso

please..Idon'twannadothiswithyourightnow

Him:Thisiswhylomntwanaayenzaso,akek-

(Thisiswhyyoursisteractsinthewaythatshe

acts,ther-)

Me:Please..I'm tryingtogetsomeworkdone

Hedidn'tsayanything,Hejustwalkeduptothe

doorandwentout.Ibangedoneofthefileson

thetableandclosedmyeyes,Ireallyhateit

whenthere'stensionbetweenus..

Nazo:Everythingokay?

Iopenedmyeyesandlookedathim,hewas

standingatthedoorofhisofficewhilerolling

hissleevesup.Youwouldn'tmissthatyellow

goldweddingbandonhisfinger,itwasshinning

brighterthanthesun..



Him:Howarethefilescomingalong?

Igrabbedallofthem andmademywaytohis

office,Iputthem onhistable..

Him:Thankyou

Hewentandsatonhischairwhileleavingatrail

ofhiscologne..

Me:IsthereanythingelsethatIcandoforyou?

Him:Nothankyou

Hetookoneofthefiles..

Me:I'llbeatmystation

Iwalkedout..

Him:Tumi??

Iwentbackin..

Heopenedthefileandwentthroughit..

Him:couplesdofightalot..It'shealthy

Me:I'm notsurewhatyoutalkingabout



Him:Thenyoucangobackonyourstation

Me:YesSir

Imademywayout..

_

NKULI

DangerdidsignformetobereleasedandDawn

wasn'tlyingwhenhesaidhewilltakemehome

withhim butfirst,westoppedbyatsome

restaurant...

Me:Iwannathankyouagainforhelpingme

Him:It'swhatIdo

[SILENCE]

Me:Ialsoappreciateyougivingmearoofunder

myheadbutIreallydon'twanttocauseany

problemsbetweenyouandyourwife

Him:Youwon't

Me:Nottosoundungratefulbut..Whydidyou



agreetohelpme?

Helookedatme..

Me:Nazoisyourfriendandrightnowthismight

causesomeissuesbetweenyoutwo

Him:GodandLucifertheynotalike.Quite

franklyifitwasuptomeIwouldn'thelpyou,I

wouldletyourotinthatinstitutionbut..Godhad

mercyonyoursoul,youarenotabadperson

youwerejustinabadsituation.Maythisbea

lessontoyou

Me:YoutalkedaboutNazohavingtobeapart

ofmygettingbetter?

Him:Heisahealer,hehastohealyourbroken

soulsothatwhatLuciferfoundinyou,he

cannotfinditagain

Me:Thankyouagain..Iappreciateit

_

NAZO



Iwasnowstandingatthewindowandstaring

out,Ihavebeenbattlingwithoneconstant

visionlately.AvisionofmehelpingNkuli,

healingherfrom theheavinessthatisinher

heart.Whenshewasbeingtorturedbythe

demons,theypressedharduponhersouland

astimegoesonshewillfindithardtolivewith

whathappenedandthatwilldrivehertotrue

insanitythatshemightnotrecoverfrom..The

humanpartofmeisstillbattlingwithdifferent

emotionsdeepinsideofme,thisisthesame

girlwhokilledmybabyandalmostkilledmy

wife.Shealmostrobbedmeofeverythingthat

meansalottome..Thisisgoingtobeanother

setbackforNomvelo,she'sdoingprettywell

butthenagainNkuliwantsachancetoaskfor

forgiveness..IfIrefusethenIwould'vegivenin

toLucifer,thisiswhathewouldwant..

_

NKULI



HalfwaythroughourmealIstartedtofeel

uneasy.Ilookedaroundandtheatmosphere

waschanging.Dawnhadwentouttomakea

quickphonecall,itwasjustafterhehad

steppedoutthatallofthisstarted.Ilooked

aroundagainandtherewasalotofheavy

spiritspresentintherestaurant,theywereall

aroundandmovinginafastpacethatIgot

dizzy.Iquicklystoodupandmademywayto

bathroom becauseIwasfeelingverynauseated.

Ilockedandsatonthebedtoilettryingto

breathinandout,Iwasveryscared.

Me:Lordplease..I'm beggingyou,letthisnot

happentomeanymore

Thedoorflungopen,ablastofwindmadeit's

wayinsidethenIwasliftedhighuptotheair.I

feltsomethingclawingme,anditwasalso

groaning.Moreliketherewasananimalinthe

bathroom withme..

Itriedtoscream butitstrangledme,thenitsent



meflyingacrosstheroom.Ifellandasifthat

wasn'tenough,Iwasliftedupagainmytshirt

andbrarippedfrom me.Ifeltasharpnail

diggingit'swayfrom mychestthenmy

stomach,morelikeitwaswritingsomethingon

mybody..

.

Tobecontinued
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DAWN

Ihadgoneoutsideforjustafewminutesto

checkuponmywifeandDaughter,whenIgot

backtherestaurantwasinapanick.Some

othercustomerswereleavingandafew

workerswerecrowdedattheladiestoiletsjust

atthedoor,Ilookedoveratourtableanditwas

empty.Iwalkedovertoseewhatwasgoingon

andoneofthefemalestaffwalkedoutofthe



bathroom holdingNkuliwhostruggledtowalka

little,theyhadgivenheroneofthetshirtsand

shehadbloodonherlegs..

Me:Whathappened?

Her:Justgetmeoutofhereplease

Shewasshiveringandlookedabitscared,I

tookoffmyjacketandputitoverher.Ilooked

attheworkers..

Me:Thankyouverymuch..I'lltakeitfrom here

Her:Sheneedstogotothehospitalshe's

bleeding

Nkulilookedatme..

Nkuli:Ican't..Iftheyseeallthesemarksthey

willsendmebacktotheinstitution

Me:Iknow..Let'sgo

Ihelpedhertowalkandwemadeourwayto

thethecarwithafewpeopletakingvideos,the

worldthatweliveintoday..



_

TUMI

DuringmylunchbreakIcalledmyAuntsince

shewantedmetobringhersomethinglater

whenIgobackhome.Nazohadgoneout,said

hewasgoingtopassbythebankandShine

wasn'taround.Eversincehelefthehasn'tcame

back..Icalledheronthelandlinephone...

Her:Hello?

Me:It'smeAunty

Her:HiTumi..Iseverythingokay?

Me:Everythingisfinejustwantedto...

Iclearedmythroat..

Me:I..

Istartedcrying..

Her:What'swrong?

Me:EverythingAunty..Idon'tknowwhattodo



withShineandRethabecausetheybothmeana

lottomeandIdon'twanttochoosebetween

them thisisverydifficultforme

Sheexhaled..

Me:It'sveryhardforme

Her:Iwouldgiveyouadvicebutthenagain..

Youwon'ttakeitasalways

Ikeptquiet..

Her:Tumiifyoukeepondoingthiswith

Rethabile,Idon'twannalietoyou.Youwill

neverbehappy

Me:Thismorningshetoldmethat..

Her:Iheardwhatshesaid..YouandIknowthat

she'susingthatasemotionalblackmail.Ifyou

keepthisupsweetheart,yougoingtolosethat

manandIdon'tknowwhereyougoingtoget

anotheronewhowillloveyouasmuchasShine

does.Let'sfaceitstartingoveragainisgoingto



bedifficult,relationshipsnowadaystheyaren't

whattheyusedtobeandyounotgettingany

younger

Me:WhatdoyouthinkIshoulddo

Her:Youreallywantmyadvice?

Me:Yes

Her:Putyourfootdown!Don'tletRethawalkall

overyou.WhatShinedidthatnight,itmight

seem cruelbuteversincethatnighthaveyou

heardhertalkingbackorgivingyouattitude?

Otherthanjustcryingthewholetime?

Me:WhatifsomethinghappenedAunty?

Her:Somethinglikewhat?Shewasintheyard..

Idon'tthinkShinewould'vedonethatifhedidn't

thinkthatshewasgoingtobesafe

Me:Maybesheshouldjustgotoaboarding

school

Her:Nowthat'sagoodidea..PlusyouknowI'm



sick,Iwon'tbeabletoconstantlydealwithher

attitudewhenyougone

Me:ThankyouAunty..

Her:Youwelcome

Me:LetmegoI'llseeyoulater

Her:Okaydon'tstressthatmuch

Me:Okaybye

Her:Bye

_

NOMVELO

Thelaundrywasonthewashingline,thehouse

wasclean.Whatwasleftnowwastheironing

andcooking.Withcooking,Ifoundsomepage

onFacebooktheypostrecipesandreallynice

lookingdishes.It'snotcomplicateddishes,just

yournormalmealsthatyoucanprepareat

homeIdon'tthinkIcanbedefeated..Iwasvery

tired,Ithrewmyselfonthecouchandletouta



breathofexhaustion.

Nosi:Lelo!!!!!(shouting)

Iclosedmyeyesasthevoicewasnearing..

Nosi:Lelo!!..Peepe..

Me:I'm notgonnagetabreather

Shepulledmyleggings..

Her:PeepeLelo!!!!!

Guguispottytrainingherorwas,Idon'tknow

howshewasdoingitbecauseshedidn'tbuy

herthatsmalltoiletthingthattoddlersuse.

NowIhavetoholdheratthetoiletwhileshe

goesaboutherbusiness.Ipickedherupand

wewenttothetoilet,shepeedandthenIwiped

her..Whenweweredonewiththatwewashed

ourhandsandthenwenttothekitchensothatI

couldmakehersomethingtoeat,Nomsa

walkedinwiththebasketfollowedbyDanger..

Nomsa:Theseonesaredry..Igotthem foryou



Me:Thankyouverymuch

Her:Idon'tthinkIwillhelpyouwiththecooking,

thelaundryisalotandironingmighttakea

while.PlusIneedtobegoneat18:00,noone

shouldfindmehere

Me:OhwyesthecookingIgotit..Letmemake

Nosisomethingtoeatveryquicklyandthenwe

canstartwiththeironing

ShelookedatDanger...

Her:Guessyou'llcomeandgetmelater

Danger:Noproblem

Her:Sowheredowedotheironing?

Me:Niso'sroom..Thelastdoor

Her:Letmegoputthelaundrytherethen

Me:Okay

ShewalkedawayandIlookedatDanger..

Me:Ain'tyousupposedtobeatwork?



Him:Believeitornot,peoplefindtaxismore

cheaperthananUberbutnextmonthIwillbe

workingforsomecompany.AtleastIwillbe

transportingmorethantwiceaday

Me:Whatcompany?

Him:Someagency..Ipickuppeoplefrom the

airporttotheirhotel

Me:That'sbetter

Him:Yaitis..

Me:SoDaddyDearestwhat'shappening?

Him:What'shappeningwithwhat?

Me:YouandNomsa?Iam sensingthat

somethingishappening

Him:NomsaandIwealwayshadagoodand

sincererelationship,weclosefriendseven

whenJJwasstillalive

Me:Isee



Him:Yesanymorequestions?

Me:Nopenothing..Althoughifsomethingcould

happenbetweenyoutwothat'smorethana

friendship,Iam totallyf..

Nomsacameback..

Her:Timeisnotonourside..Weshouldstart

withtheironing

Me:Yesofcourse..LetmemakeNosi

somethingtoeat

Danger:Iwillseeyouladieslater

Me:Lateritis

Hewalkedout..

Her:Letmetakeherwhileyouprepare

somethingforher

Me:Okay

ShetriedtakingNosifrom mebutshedidn't

want..



Me:That'safirst..She'snotusuallythisshy

aroundstrangers

Her:Maybeshe'sgettingusedtoyou

Me:Yamaybe

_

TUMI

Shinefinallygotbackfrom whereverhewas

andhepassedmeasiflikeIdidn'texist,Nazo

wasstillnotaroundhedidsaythoughthathe

mightnotcomeback..Icollectedmyselfand

wenttotheoffice,Iknockedandhelookedat

methenwentbacktowhathewasdoing..

Me:Hey

Hekeptquiet..

Iwentandsatdownoppositehim..

Me:I..I'm goingtofindRethaaboardingschool

Him:Manje?(so)



Me:I..Shine..Ireallydon'tlikethetension

betweenusandIthinkIhavearighttobemad,

sheismySisterafterall.TheonlyfamilythatI

havecurrentlyshouldanythinghappentomy

Aunt.IknowthatRethaisadifficultpersonto

getalongwithbutasherbigsisteritismyduty

toprotectheratalltimes,I'm sorryifyoufind

thatsomehow

Him:Azangengithijikelausis'wakho(Inever

saidturnagainsther)kodwalentoyakhe

yokungahloniphiang'hambelaninayonje..(This

thingofhersbeingdisrespectfulIam notforit)

Me:IknowandI'm sorrythatshedisrespected

yourMom

Him:Kantiakunani..Sinceukhulumenge

boardingschool,khonaminaengiyaziyonje

ezobarightforyena(It'sokay..Sinceyou

mentionedaboardingschool,there'sonethatI

know)



Me:Thereis?

Him:Yebo..UyambonauNtokozo?(you

remembermysisterNtokozo)

Me:Ya?

Him:Shewasexactlylikeyoursisteragcwele

ukudelela(shewasverydisrespectful)

Me:Andaboardingschoolstraightenedher?

Him:Yeap

Me:Wow...Uhm youshouldgivemethename

Him:Orwecangocheckitouttomorrow

Me:Ithinkthatwouldbenice

Hestoodupandthenwentandclosedthedoor..

Him:Ifthere'snothingelse..

HemadehiswaytomeandIstoodup,He

pickedmeupandplacedmeontopofthetable..

Me:Nazomightcomeback



Him:That'swhytheredoorlocks

Me:Thisissoowrong

Hestartedunbuttoningmyshirt..

_

NOMVELO

Myphonerang,itwasSway.SwayandIwe

startingtobegoodfriendswhenIwasdeepin

mypainandpostingnotsogoodthingson

socialmedia,shewouldinboxmeandthen

afterweexchangednumbersandstarted

callingeachother.Wellitwasmoreofher

callingme.IlikeSwaybecauseshe'sbeen

throughthisroad,maybenotexactlywhat

happenedbutshealsolostherfirstbabysowe

relatealottoeachother..

Me:Swayeza!!!!!

Her:Velo!!!

Me:Howareyou?



Her:I'm goodandyou?

Me:I'm good

Her:Wasjustcheckinguponyou

Me:Howsweet??I'm wellandhowareyou?

Her:I'm alright

Me:EnjoyingMotherhood?

Her:Verymuch..Enjoyingyourwifeyduties?I

sawonFacebook

Ilaughed..

Me:I'm gettingthere

Her:Weshouldplanaminitrip..You,Me,Nosi,

andAngie

Me:Thatwouldbenice

Her:Youshouldcomebysowecantalkthen

Me:Iwill..Thankyouforcallingagain

Her:Youwelcome



Me:Loveyoubabe

Her:Loveyoutoo..Bye

Me:Bye

Iputmyphonedown..

Nosi:Lelo!!!!!!

Herewegoagain..

_

SWAY

IputAngiedown,shewasfastasleep.Ilooked

atherforawhilejustmakingsureuntilIheard

Dawn'svoicecallingoutdownstairs.Iwentout

ofAngie'sroom andmademywaydownstairs,

shewaswithsomeladyandshewasinavery

disturbingstate.Shewasshiveringandit

lookedlikeshewasbleeding.Iquicklymademy

waytothem andhelpedhim out,inthestate

thatshewasinwecouldn'treallygoupstairsso

weputheronthecouch..



Me:Whathappened?

Him:It'salongstory

Me:Shehastogotothehospital

Him:Yawecan'ttakeherthere

Me:Why?

Him:Because..

Me:Because?

Hekeptquiet..

Me:Dawn!

Him:It'sNkuli..Nomvelo'scousin

Me:What?

Isteppedaway..

Him:HoneyIknowwha-

Me:Whydidyoubringherhere?

Him:Sheneedsmyhelp

Me:Sheneedsyour..DawndoesNazoknow



aboutthis?

Him:Notyet

Me:Areyouserious?Nomveloismyfriend!I

can'tdothistoher,plusit'sadangerbringing

herherewhilewehaveababyinthehouse

Dawnshe'sdangerous

Hecametome..

Him:Swayyouhavetotrustme

Me:DawnIwantheroutofmyhouse..Today!

OrAngieandIaregoingtoleave

Imademywayupstairs..

Me:Today!!

.

Tobecontinued
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SNAZO

OnmywayhomeIreceivedacallfrom Dawn



andhediscussedsomethingwithme,

somethingabouthelpingNkuli..

Him:Swaydoesn'twannaunderstandsoNkuli

isgoingtosleepatthecottage,tomorrow

morningatmystudioI'lldothecleansingand

youwillhavetobethere

Ikeptquiet..

Him:Iknowthatyouhavebeenhavingvisions

abouthelpingherandsohaveI,myhuman

naturedoesn'twannadoitbecauseIhaveseen

howitalmostbrokeyouandyourwife.

Nomvelowasamess,youguysalmostbroke

upbutatthesametimethisiswhoweare.The

onlywaythatNkulicanforgiveherselfisifshe

seesthatyouhaveforgivenher,itmighttakea

bitlongerwithNomvelobutonedayshewill

forgiveher

Ithoughtforawhile..

Me:Iwillcome



Him:Thankyou..I'llseeyouthen

IbelievethatForgivenessissaying"Godthis

andthathappened.NowIam settingmyheart

freefrom thehurtandtheanger,Iaskyouto

takethewheelonthissituation"YesNkulihurt

memorethananyonehaseverhurtmebefore

butholdingtowhatshedidwillonlyburdenme

andimprisonmyheart,shewillmoveonandI'll

beheldback.WhatshedidIbelievethatshe

hasbeenpunishedenough,beingtormentedby

demonsthatmuchisnotawalkinapark..

_

TUMI

IcheckedtheboardingschoolagainandI

wasn'treallysureaboutit,itseemsvery

hardcoreandthere'sbadreviewsaboutit.

ParentsfearfortheirChildren'ssafety,there

wasonearticlethatIstumbleduponwerea

teacherhitastudentandaccidentallybrokeher



arm.Anotherarticlewhichledtoparents

signingapetitionthattheschoolmustclose

wasoneincidentwereastudentwasbeatto

death,thismademefeelsomehow..

Shinegotcloseonmypillowandkissedmeon

myneck..

Me:Shine..Iam notreallysureaboutthis

school,didyouseewhattheysayingaboutit?

Him:kdalatheyweredifficult,bebasiqinisa

isandla.Manjekungconywana(longtimeago

theyweredifficultbutnowtheyabitbetter)

Me:Astudentdied..

Him:That'swhybangasasenzisiudlambe

(That'swhytheynolongerusecopral

punishment)

Me:Iseriouslydon'tknow

Him:BhekaTumi..Nomaungamvikela

kangakanikodwaangekeumvikeleimpiloyakhe.



Rethabilemeleaziukuthiukunzimala

ngaphandle,masowungekhouzoyenzanjani?

(LookTumi..Youcannotprotectherforever.

Rethabileneedstoknowthatlifeisdifficult,

howshegoingtosurvivewhenyounolonger

around)

Hehadapoint,IwantRethabiletobe

independentandbeabletostandonherown

twofeetshouldsomethinghappentome..

Me:Okaylet'sdothis..Wecanenrollherfora

yearandsee,ifitdoesn'tworkoutthenI'm

takingherout

Him:Deal

Shine'sMom andMpumiweren'taround,they

hadgonetovisitsomerelativessoShinewas

allalone.Theybebackaftertheweekendand

I'llleavewhentheygetback,nowI'm just

keepinghim company..

HegotontopofmeandIlookedathim..



Me:Let'sdoit

Him:Dowhat?

Me:Getourownplace

Hesmiledatmeandkissedme.Wehadsexat

work,whenweknockedoffandgothomewe

foundourselvesinbedagain.Thistimearound

wewereusingcondomsjusttobesafe.Iwasa

bitsore,condomsareuncomfortableattimes

butwehadboughtalubricantwhichmakes

thingsbetter.Herubbedhimselfattheentrance

ofmycookieupuntilhewasrockhardandI

waswet,wecontinuedkissingandIextended

myhandtogetthecondom.Webrokethekiss

andIhelpedhim toputitonandthenheputa

bitofsomelubricant.Idon'tknowwhybutit's

alwayspainfulwhenheentersme,nomatter

howmanytimeswehavehadsexinoneday.

HemadehiswayinandIflinchedinpain,itgets

abitbetterwhenheisfullyin..



_

NKULI

Iheardaknockatthedoor..

Me:Comein

ThedooropenedandDawnwalkedinholdinga

fewthings,Iwasstillfeelingabitdizzyandin

pain.ThinkIbledalotfrom waswasdrawnon

myskin,Ididn'tthinkthatthebruiseswerethat

deep.AtleastIwasn'ttortured,eversinceI

steppedfootinDawn'splaceIhaven'tfeltthe

presenceofanydemon..

Dawn:Ihavebroughtyouafewthings,some

food,towels,painkillers,antiseptic,ointment

andgauzestocleanyourwounds

Me:Thankyou..Thankyouforeverything

[SILENCE]

Me:Yourwifeseemedprettyupset

Him:HerandNomveloareprettyclosenowso..



Me:OhhIunderstand..IwishthatNomveloand

Icouldgobacktohowthingswerebefore

Him:Idoubtyouwill..Shemightforgiveyoubut

shewillnevertrustyouagain

Anothermomentofsilencepassed..

Him:DoyoustillfeelthesamewayaboutNazo?

Ishookmyno..

Me:SomehowIhavereleasedhim from my

heart,wishIdidsoabitsoonerthenIwasn't

goingtoendupinthismess

Dawn:Maybeyoushouldeatsomething,drink

painkillersandthengetsomerest..Tomorrow

it'sgoingtobealongday,Nazohasagreed

Ilookedathim..

Me:DeepdownNazohasalwayshadagood

heart

Hestoodup..



Him:eatsomething

Me:Thankyouagain

Him:Youwelcome

_

NOMVELO

IhadjustfinishedbathingandallIwantedtodo

wastosleep,Iwasverytired.Ihadcleanedthe

house,didlaundry,cooked,andthenbabysat

Nosi.Beingawomanisnotaneasyjob..

Me:Nosiwait..

Ihadwrappedatowelaroundmynakedbody,

andnowIwasdressingupNosiinherPjs.She

isalotofworkshedoesn'twannaholdstill..

Me:NosiI'm reallytiredIdon'thavetimetogo

backandforthwithyou

IheardaknockatthedoorandIwenttoopen,

ItwasGugu..



Gugu:Sanibonani(Greetings)

Iletherin..

Her:Unjani?(Howareyou)

Me:Tired..Verytired

Her:Nosiwastroublingyou?

Shewentandgother..

Me:Yesandcleaning

Her:IwaswonderingwhenIwalkedin,the

housewasveryclean..Thankyou

Me:Youwelcome

Her:Youcookedtoo?

Me:Yes

Her:Thechickenseemsdeli-

Shepaused..

Her:Waityoudidthelaundrytoo?

Me:Yes



Her:Allbyyourself?

Me:Yes

Her:WowI..Iam veryimpressed

Me:Thankyou

Her:TomorrowmorningI'm takingyouout

shopping,everythingisonme

Me:Youdon'thavetoindirectlypayme,it'smy

dutytodoallthethingsthatIdidtoday

Her:WhosaidI'm repayingyou?

Ilookedather..

Her:I'm justproudofyou..Youbecomingthe

wifethatIimaginedformySonandyoutaking

backchargeofyourlife

Me:Thankyou

Her:LetmegetNositobedandwewillseeyou

tomorrowmorning

Me:Goodnight



Whentheyheadedtothedoor,Nosilookedat

meandcried..

Her:Lelo!!!!

Gugu:Hausofastshe'susedtoyou?

ShestartedfightingwithGugubusytryingto

pullherearrings..

Gugu:Nosistop!!!

Me:I'llputhertosleepandbringhertoyou

whenshe'ssleeping

Gugu:Areyousure?

Me:Yes

IwentandgotNosifrom her..

Gugu:Sekaqalauyak'thanda(She'sstartingto

becomefondofyou)

Ilaidherheadonmyshoulderandrockedher

tosleep..

Guguopenedthedoorandwalkedout..



_

SWAY

IwaslayingonthebedwithAngiebusyplaying

withher,shehasthemostbeautifulsmile...

Me:Whoismommy'sbiggirl????

Iwasbusyticklingherandshewaslaughing..

Me:Yesyouare..Yesyouare..

Dawnwalkedin..Iheldmypeace.Hemadehis

waytousandpickedupAngiefrom thebed.He

satattheedgeofthebedandsatheronhis

lap..

Dawn:Nodemonwillpossessyouormy

Daughter,Iwouldneverputyouguysindanger

Me:Isshegoneorshouldwestartpacking?

Him:Youoverreacting

Me:Am I?Didn'tyourfiancégetpossessedbya

demonthatyoubroughthome?Didn'titkillher?



Helookedatmewhileshakinghishead..

Me:I'm sorry..Ididn'tmeanthat

Hegotupandwalkedaway..

Me:DawnI'm..I'm sorry

_

NOMVELO

WhenshehadfallenasleepItookherinside

andgentlylaidheronthebed,sheonlywears

nappieswhenshesleepsatnight..

IwentbacktoGugu..

Me:She'sfastasleep

Her:Thankyou,andImustsaythatyour

chickenisverydelicious

Me:Thankyouverymuch

Her:Howdidyoudoit?

Me:Justmyownrecipe



Her:Yourownrecipe?

Me:Yesmyownrecipe..I'm goingtosleep,

Goodnight

Her:Goodnightbaby

Imademywayout,Iwantedtosleepandwake

upabitlatetomorrow.Idon'tevenknowhowI

willdothatsinceGuguwantstotakeusout..

WhenIgottotheroom,Nazohadarrived..

Him:Iwaswonderingwhereyouwere

Me:IwasputtingNositosleep

Iclosedthedoor..

Him:Youguysseem toenjoyspendingtime

witheachother

Me:Youcansaythat

Heyawned..

Him:Tired?

Me:Icleaned,cooked,didlaundryandlooked



afterNosiallbymyself

Him:Allbyyourself?

Me:Yesallbymyself

Him:That's..Idon'tevenknowwhattosay,I

waswonderingwhythewashingbasketwas

empty

Me:YaIdidalottoday

Him:Yousuredid

Me:IjustwannasleepI'm tired

Him:Seethesechoresaregettinginawayof

havingmytimewithyou

Me:I'm stillnewinthis..HopefullyI'llbebetter

astimegoeson

Him:Orwecanhireahelper

Me:No..I'llbefine

Hewalkeduptomeandjustashewasaboutto

kissmeIyawned,heforfeited..



Me:I'm sorry..I'm justreallytired

Him:OkaythenyoucanjustlaybackandI'lldo

everything

Me:Thatsoundslikeagoodidea

Hepickedmeupandplacedmeonthebed,he

cameontopofmeandhalfwaythroughus

kissingIjustpassedout.That'showtiredIwas..

_

DAWN

ThenextmorningIwokeupandprepared

myself,sincewehadalongdayaheadofus.

BeforeIleftIcheckeduponAngieandshewas

peacefullysleeping,Iwentandcheckedupon

Swaytoo.Shewassleeping.Isleptintheguest

room sincethingsweren'treallygoodbetween

us,Ican'twaittobedonewithhelpingNkuliso

thatthetensioncangobetweenmeandmy

wife..AsImademywaydownstairsIgotacall

from Nazo..



Me:Nazo?

Him:I'm onmywaytoyourhouse

Me:Thoughtweweregoingtomeetatthe

studio

Him:IwannatalktoNkulifirst

Me:Alrightwe'llwait

Him:I'm notthatfar

Me:Cool..Seeyouthen

Him:Sharp

ImademyouttothecottagetoseeifNkuliwas

ready,Iknockedafewtimesandtherewasno

answer.Iopenedandmademyway

In..

Me:Nkuli??

Itwasquiet.IproceededandthenIfoundan

envelopeonthebedaddressedto"Nomvelo".I

tookitandlookedatit..



Me:Nkuli??

ListeningcloselyIheardwaterrunninginthe

bathroom andImademywaythere,Iknockeda

fewtimes.Isawwatercomingoutfrom under

thedoor,Iopenedthedoorandmademywayin.

Itwasflooded..Ilookedatthebathtuband

Nkulihaddrownedherself,herhandwas

hangingonthesideofthebathtubwithblood

dropping.Thewaterwaterwasmixedwith

blood..

.

Tobecontinued
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SNAZO

UponmyarrivingatDawn'splace,Iwasmetby

afewcars.ItwasPolicecars,anAmbulance,

Forensics,andPathologists.Iparkedafew



distanceawayandmademywaytohishouse

onfoot,Iwenttothecottagesincealmost

everyonewasgatheredthere.Swaywas

standingatafardistancewithanothercop.

Dawnwassittingnotfarfrom thedoor,he

lookedabitdevastated..

Me:HeyMan

Hegotupandwedidahandshakeandbumped

shoulders..

Me:What's..What'shappening?

Beforehecouldsayanything,theywheeledout

abodybagfrom thecottage,Isteppedawayto

letthem pass.Dawnsighed..

Him:It'sNkuli..She..Shecommittedsuicide

Me:What?

Hegotanenvelopefrom hispocketandhanded

ittome..

Him:It'saddressedtoNomvelo,ifIgiveittothe



Detectivestheywillconfiscateit.It'saddressed

toNomvelosoonlyhershecanopenit

Iputitinmypocket.Ican'tbelieveNkuliwould

dothis,wewereveryclosetohelpingher..

Me:Whywouldshedothis?

Him:Idon'tknow..Thingsareabitbad

consideringthevideothat'scirculatingtoo

Me:Whatvideo?

Voice:MrBaker..Iwouldliketohaveaword

withyou

Iturnedaroundandsomeladywasstanding

behindme..

Her:Iam DetectiveBronxandIam inchargeof

thecase

Me:Acase?Ithoughtitwassuicide

Her:CanwetalksomewhereinPrivate?

Dawn:It'sokay..Youcantalk



Shewasreluctantatfirstbutthenshecame

around..

Her:Whatisyourrelationtothedeceased?

Dawn:None..She's..

Heexhaled..

Dawn:Shewasoneofmycharges

Bronx:Doyouoftenbringyour"Charges"at

home?

Dawn:NoIdon't..Shewasthefirst

Bronx:Whyherinparticular?

Dawn:Shecalledmefrom theinstitutionand

askedformyhelp

Bronx:Howdidyougetherout?

Dawn:IaskedherStepUncletodoso

Bronx:SoifI'm correct,yougotherfrom a

perfectlysafeplaceandbroughtherherewhere

shesupposedlykilledherself?



[SILENCE]

Dawn:DetectiveIdidn'tkillher

Bronx:OhhIknowandIwasn'tinsinuatingthat

youdid,thoughthecoronerwillissueamedical

reportontheexactcauseofdeath.WhatIdon't

understandis,whytakeherfrom asafeplace

wereshewasgettingproperhelpandbrought

herheretoherdemise?Whereyousomewhat

tryingtogetmoreviewsforyourshowand

makemoneyoutofaderangedgirl?

Thatwasunnecessary..

Dawn:No..That'snotwhatIstandfor

Me:IfImayspeak-

Sheturnedandlookedatme..

Her:I'm sosorrybutwhereyouherewhenthis

happened?

Me:No..

Her:Doyoulivehere?



Me:No

Her:ThenNo..YoumaynotspeakRev

Buthelezi

ShelookedatDawn..

Her:I'm goingtotakeyoudowntothepolice

station

Dawn:Am Iunderarrest?

Her:Forfurtherquestioning

Dawnlookedatme..

Me:It'sfinego..I'llcalltheGOATandwe'llmeet

youthere

Her:YespleasecalltheGOAT!whatishegoing

todo?Prayforthebarstodropandmakethis

goaway?ZaineRadebeisnotabovethelaw,

whatyourfriendneedsisabloodygooddamn

lawyer!

Me:Ithoughtyousaidhedidn'tkillher



Her:Evenifhedidn't..Wecanstillchargehim

fornegligence.neglectingtheneedsofthe

patientjusttogethisnextpaper

Dawn:Nazoit'sfine..Justmeetmedownatthe

policestation

Shepushedhim abit..

Her:Let'sgo!!Thepresswillhaveagloriousday,

yourfacewillbesplashedalloverthepapers..I

can'twait!

Sheescortedhim tothecarandthatgotSway's

attention..

Sway:Excusemewhatareyoudoing?

Bronx:Mam'I'm goingtoneedyoutostepaway

andletmedomyjob

Sway:No..Whereareyoutakingmyhusband?

SwaytriedtointervenebutBronxpushedher

andshefell..

Dawn:Excuseyou?



BronxtookoutthecuffsandtackledDawnto

thegroundunexpectedly,whilehewasdown

shehandcuffedhim..

ImademywaytoSwayandhelpedherup..

Sway:Canshedothat?

BronxgotDawnupandlookedatus..

Her:YesIcan

Shewinkedatmeandthentheywalkedaway..

Me:She'sadevilworshiper

Her:What?

Me:Shehasatattooofanupsidedowncross

andunderthecrossit'swritten"Antichrist"

Her:Howdidshegetin?

Me:Shecangetineverywhere,she'snota

demon..She'sadevilworshiper

Her:WhatabouttheAngels?

Me:Sheisofflesh..Sheneedsanexorcism and



holywatertoburntheevilspiritinsideofher..

Thisisgoingtobetricky

Her:Whatarewegoingtodo?

Me:I'llcallNomvelotocomeoverandstaywith

youwhilewesortthisthingout

Her:Pleasebringmyhusbandbackhome

Inodded..

Me:Pleasedomeafavour

Itookouttheenvelopeandhandedittoher..

Me:GivethistoNomvelo..It'sfrom Nkulishe

leftitforherbeforeshe..

Shetookitfrom me..

Her:I'llgiveittoher

Me:Thankyou

Ihuggedher..

Me:Everythingisgoingtobeokay..Ipromise



Her:Justbringmyhusbandbackhome

_

NOMVELO

Ifoundafewhundredsundermyphoneonthe

couchwithanotethatread:

"Enjoyyourday..Iloveyou",Iwasstillabittired

andIwantedtogetmoresleepbutthenIhave

todoshoppingwithGugu.Iwalkedovertothe

wardbrobetocheckwhatIcanwearandmy

phonebeeped,Iwentandgotit.Itwasatext

messagefrom Snazo:

"Dawnwastakendowntothepolicestation,

Swayisaloneandconfused.Sheneedsyou"

IcalledNazobutthelinewasbusy,Icalled

Sway.Atfirstshedidn'tpickup,Itriedheragain

andshepickedup..

Her:Velo

Me:HeySway..Igotatextfrom Naxo,hesays



thatDawnhasbeentakendowntothepolice

station..Whathappened?

Her:Nkulihappened

Me:WhatdoyoumeanNkulihappened?

Her:Ican'treallytalkaboutitonthephone,it's

complicated

Me:I'm onmyway

Her:Okay

Me:I'llbethereinnotime

Her:OkayI'llwaitforyou

Ihungupandquicklydressedup.Itookmy

handbagandputafewthingsthenImademy

waytothehouse..

Me:Gugu!!

Her:Singapha

Iwenttoherbedroom..Shewasdressingup

Nosi..



Her:Youready,Ihaven'tevenbathe

Nosiextendedherarmstome..

Me:I'm sorry..Ican'tgoshoppingwithyou

anymore

Her:Why?Iseverythingokay?

Nosiwasalmostatthevergeofcryingforme

topickherup..

Nosi:Lelo!!!

Me:Dawnwastakendowntothepolicestation,

Swayisalone..Ihavetogoandbewithher

Gugu:Whathappened?

Me:Ireallydon'tknowbutshesaidNkuli

happened

Gugu:Nkuliagain?Nowshe'stroublinganother

couple?

Me:Ireallydon'tknowwhatherproblem is..I'll

takeNosiwithme



Gugu:Youdon'thavetoo..Youcanhaveaday

offfrom her

Me:It'sokay..I'lltakeherwith

Gugu:Okaythen,I'llpackherbag

IwentandfinishedupdressingherwhileGugu

packedherbag

_

TUMI

ItookRethaoutforbreakfastsothatIcan

discusstheBoardingschoolthingwithher..

IletherenjoyherfoodasIlookedather,Apart

ofmedidn'twanttodothisbutapartofme

hadtoo.YouknowShinesaidsomereally

importantthings,Rethacan'talwaysbe

dependentonme.Lifeisunpredictable,

tomorrowsomethingmighthappentomeand

whatisshegoingtodo??

Me:Rethaweneedtotalk



Shestoppedeating,it'slikeshewaswaitingfor

this..

Me:YouknowthatIloveyou..

Her:But..

Me:TobehonestlifeisdifficultRetha,

tomorrowImightdiewhat'sgoingtohappen?

Her:Iam goingtoschooltohaveabetter

future..Iam notsurewhatthisconversationis

reallyabout

Me:Youneedtobeemotionallyindependent

toosweetheart

Her:Tumiyouconfusingme

Me:Howdoyoufeelaboutgoingtoaboarding

school?

Her:Yousendingmeaway?

Me:Iam sendingyouawaysoyoucanlearn

howtobeindependent,I'llbemovingoutsoon

andAuntyistoosicktobelookingafteryou.I



wantyouataboardingschooluntilyougetyour

matricsothatyoucangotovarsity

Her:Yourboyfrienddoesn'twantme?

Me:That'snotit..Shinedoesn'tlikeyour

attitudethat'sallandhisdisciplinarytacticsare

abitharshIdon'twannabestuckinthemiddle

allthetime

Shekeptquiet..

Me:Mondaywewillgoandcheckoutthe

boardingschool..I'm afraidyoudon'thave

muchofachoice

_

NAZO

Igottothepolicestationfirst,Zainesaidhe

wasonhisway.IhadcalledBadrutoo..

Journalistswerecampingatthegate,whenmy

cardroveintheyfollowedme.Igotoutandthey

wereonmythroatwithdifferentquestions..



"RevButheleziisittruethatyou,ProphetZaine,

andDawnBakerareintoconspiracytheories"

Iignored..

"IsthissomekindofIlluminatidisguisedwith

religion?Wasthisgirlsacrificedforriches"

Iwantedtosayalotbutkeepingquietisthe

bestthingtodo..

"Isittruethatyourhealingpowerscomefrom

theDevil?"

ItwasamessIdon'tevenknowwhythey

allowedthem intotheyard,theywereonly

preventedfrom enteringthebuilding..

Imademywaytothecounter..

Me:Goodmorning

Someconstableattendedme..

Him:GoodmorningSir

Me:Iam hereforDawnBaker..Hewasbrought



innotsolongago

Him:Heisintheinterrogationroom

Me:Okay...Thankyou

Iwentandsatdownwithafeweyesgluedon

me..

_

DAWN

Bronx:Areyousurethatyoudon'tneedalawyer?

Me:Nothankyou..Ihavenothingtohide

Bronx:SoMrBaker,whatwasthestorywiththe

girl?

Me:Idon'tunderstand

Her:Youdon'tbringyourchargesathome..

Whyher?

Me:Shehadnowheretogo

Her:Whatmadeyoubelievethatshewas

possessed?Howdoyouknowwhensomeone



ispossessed?

Me:Ijustknow

Shetookoutaboxofcigarettes..

Her:Ihopeyoudon'tmind

Me:Notatall

Her:Good..ThelastthingIwantistheground

openingupandIgostraighttohell,forsmoking

Ididn'tsayanything..

Her:MrBakeryourkindhasbrainwashedand

hurtalotofpeople.Mentalunstablepatients

areledtobelievethattheypossessedwhile

theynot,amentalillnessisnotalways

possession.Weaningoffamentalunstable

patientfrom theirmedicationisdangerous,they

adangertothemselves.Youkilledthatpoorgirl

Baker,evenifyoudidn'tdoitphysicallybutyou

initiateditandI'llmakesurethatyougodown

Istillremainedquiet..



Me:Forhowlonghaveyoubeenadevil

worshiper?

Shelookedatme..

Her:Pardon?

Me:Forhowlong?

Her:Excuseme..I'm notadevilworshiperIam

anatheist

Me:Anatheistdoesn'tbelieveinHeavenorhell..

Mostatheistbelieveinscienceandthattattoo

youhavehiddenunderyouruniform of

"Antichrist"saysalot

Shelookedatthecamera..

Me:Thisisnotaboutagirlcommittingsuicide,

thisisapersonalattack.Icanclearly

distinguishbetweenpossessionandamental

illnessdetective..Canyou?

.

Tobecontinued
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NOMVELO

AFEW DAYSLATER

ThiswasthemostembarrassingsituationthatI

foundmyselfin,theBakerfamilyisgoing

throughalotandforustobeheredisturbing

theirpeacewasnotright.ItwasaFriday

morning,adaybeforeNkuli'sfuneral.My

Unclessawfitthattheyshouldgoandcollect

Nkuli'sspiritfrom whereshehaddiedsothat

shecanbebroughthome,andtomorrowbelaid

torest.Thishastobedonebeforeherbody

arrivesathomelatertoday.Ichosetotagalong

eventhoughoneofmyUncleskepton

provokingmeaboutbeingaChristianandnot

believinginwhattheygoingtodoofwhichI

didn'tevensay,Ijustofferedtodrivethem and

hekeptonpesteringmewiththat.Theonly

reasonwhyIwantedtobeherewastomake

surethattheydon'ttireSway,Sheisnotcoping



withDawnbeinglockedup.Theywelcomedus

in,Dawn'sMotherwastheonewhoavailed

herselftotalktous..Sheledustotheliving

room andweallsatdown,amomentofsilence

passed..

MrsB:Wouldyoulikesomethingtodrink?

IlookedatmyUnclesandtheywerequiet..

Me:Nothankyou,we..Wenotheretostay

Her:WhatcanIhelpyouwiththen?

Swaymadeherwaydownstairswhileholding

Angie,Igotupandmetherhalfway.

Me:Excuseme

Shelookedexhausted,I'm sureshehasn'tslept

eversincetheytookDawnaway.Shewas

physicallytiredandemotionallydrained..

Me:Hey

Her:Hey



Wemovedawayfrom theelders..

Me:Howareyouholdingup?

ItookAngiefrom her..

Shesighed..

Her:WhatcanIsay

Me:He'sgoingtocomebackhome

Wehavebeenpraying,wewakeupeverydayat

00:00am andpray.Onmysideit'snotthateasy

anymoresinceI'vebeenatmyGrandmother's

placetohelpthem preparefortheFuneral..

Sway:HaveyouhadtimetoreadNkuli'sletter?

Me:No..Notyet

Her:Ohw

Me:Iknowthattheletterissupposedtohelp

Dawn'scasebuttheletteraloneisnotgoingto

beenough.Theycaneasilysayheforcedherto

writeitorheforgedit,andIhaven'tbeenableto



findadocumentathometomatchherwriting

sothatwecanprovesheistheonewhowrote

theletter

Her:Itotallyunderstand

Me:Iwillreadit..WhenIhavereaditIwilllet

youknow

Her:I'dappreciatethat

Theonlythingthat'sgoingtofreeDawnisthe

MedicalreportandtheletterthatNkuliwroteto

me.Themedicalreportwillstatethecauseof

deathandalsoitwillprovethatmostwounds

thatshehadwereselfinflicted.Themedical

reporthasbeendraftedbutthecoronerhasn't

submitteditforreasonsknownonlytohim,and

thepolicearen'tevenpersuadinghim tosubmit

it,wereallydon'tknowwhat'sgoingon..

WeheardMrsBakerraisinghervoice,wemade

ourwaytothem..

MrsB:Yououghttobeashamedofyourselves!



MySonisinjailrightnowbecauseofthisgirl

thathetriedtohelp!Ourfamilyistornapartand

youwannacomehereanddothis..Haveyouno

shame?

Uncle:Weunderstandthatourbeliefsarenot

thesamebut...Wehavetodothis,sothatour

Daughtercanrestinpeace.Ifwedon'ttakeher

spiritshewilltroubleyouandyourfamily.We

wanttolayhertorest,weareowedthatmuch

especiallygiventhecircumstancessurrounding

herdeath

MrsB:YourDaughter'sspiritresideshereno

more,itwastrappedinhellthemomentthat

shedecidedtotakeherownlife,that'swhere

yousupposedtogether.Inhell!!

Uncle:ThereisnoreasontobeharshMam'we

havecomehereinpeaceandnottoexchange

words.Bothfamiliesaregoingthroughalot

andonoursidethisisourcultureandtradition,

herspirithastobesetfreesothatshecanbe



withherancestors

MrsB:Ithinkit'stimethat-

Sway:Iwilltakeyoutowhereshe..Itwasinthe

cottageoutside

Theyalllookedather..

Sway:Iwilltakeyouthere

Uncle:Thankyou

Swayledthewayandwefollowed..

_

NAZO

Me:Gratitudeopensadoorformoreblessings

andopportunitiestocomeyourway.Being

gratefulforeventhelittlethingssuchasaglass

ofwater,thebreadthatyoudespisesomuch

becauseyouonlyhavemargarinetoeatitwith

thatshouldn'tpreventyoufrom beinggrateful.

Whenyoustartbeinggratefulyouwillseehow

blessedandfortunateyou're,youwillseethat



yourlifeisworthlivingnomatterhowdifficultit

seems..Maybeyoufinditdifficultappreciating

thelifethatyourighnowbecomesoomuch

hashappened,trustmethere'salotofpeople

whowishtohavethelifethatyousoomuch

hate.Complainingeverydaywon'tdoanything

otherthanblockingthegoodthatyousupposed

tohave,negativeenergypreventsgoodthings

from comingyourway.Whilstapositivemind

andagratefulheart,bringsaboutajoyfullife..

Ilookedatthehallthatwasalmostfull..

Me:Startbeinggratefulforthelittlethingsthat

youhave,andtheywillmakewayforbigger

things

IclosedmyBibleastheygavemearoundof

applause.IhavebeeninMpumalangafora

weeknow,Nomvelowassupposedtobehere

withmebutshecouldn'tbecauseofNkuli's

funeral.Ididn'texpecttogetsuchacrowd,Ever

sinceIstartedwiththerevivalpeoplehavebeen



attending.Iholdtwoservices,oneinthe

morningandoneatnightforthosewhocan't

attendinthemorningbecauseofworkand

school..Isomuchwantedtobeathome

supportingthosewhoareclosetomeand

goingthroughalot,especiallyDawnwhois

goingthroughthemost.Unfortunatelythere's

nothingwecandoforhim,otherthanwaiting

fortheCoronertosubmitthemedicalreport..

_

DAWN

IsawKhumalolimpinghiswaytome.Khumalo

wassentencedtolifeinprisonforkillinghis

wifeandhiswife'sloverafterfindingthem in

bedtogether.Heshotthewife3timesandthe

loveratleast8times.Hehasbeenlockedup

foralmost10yearsnowandhehasbeena

goodimpactaroundhere,reasonwhyhe

forfeitedamaximum prison.Heisnoteligible

forParoleandthatdidn'tstophim from beinga



goodperson,Imeanifitwassomeoneelsehe

would'vecausedhavockaroundherebecause

hehasnothingtolose.Khumalostartedachoir

andachurchinhere,mostprisonerswereable

tobeparoledbecauseofhim andkeepingthem

inplace.Thoughheisdoingagooddeedbut

noteveryoneishappywithhim.Sincemost

prisonersareoptingforabetterlife,alot

operationsandsmallbusinessesarebeing

affected.Thosewhoweredealingdrugsleftto

joinhischoirandhischurchastochangetheir

waysandgetParole.Ibelievethatheisagood

Personwhowascaughtupinamessysituation

andheletangertookover,hencewhyheishere

today..Hesatdown,andIclosedthebookthatI

wasreading.That'swhatI'vebeendoingsince

I'vebeenhere,readbookstokeepbusy..Itis

importanttomindyourownbusinessaround

hereandstayoutoftrouble..

Him:HaveyouseenSlovo?



MrKhumalohasaproblem withhisleg,ithasa

woudthatdoesn'twanttoheal.Thelegiseven

startingtorotnowandheisnotgettingthe

medicalhelpthatheneeds..

Ilookedaround..

Me:Ihaven'tseenhim today

SlovorunserrandsforKhumalosinceKhumalo

can'tdomuchforhimself..

Me:Wantedsomething?

Khumalo:Justmypainkillersandaglassof

water

Me:Youfeelingpain?

Him:Yes

Me:Can'twedosomething?Thosepainkillers

won'thelp..Youneedmedicalattention,serious

medicalattention

Khumalolookedattheguardsandthenhe

lookedatme..



Him:Mostpeopledon'tlikemearoundhere

Me:Thatshouldn'tb-

Him:LetitbeDawn..Ifyoumesswiththe

wrongpeopleheretheywillgetyoukilled,these

guardsarecorrupt.Theyrunoperationswith

mostoftheprisonershereandsomeofthe

prisonershavechangedtheirwaysbycoming

tothechurch,that'swhytheyhateme..Sostay

awayfrom suchsituationsorelseyouwillget

hurt.Remember,younotliketherestofus.

WhentheCoronerissuesthereportyouwillbe

outdon'truinyourchancesofgettingoutof

hereanddon'tworryaboutme.

_

NOMVELO

IwatchedasmyUnclestartedthewhole

ceremonyifIcouldcallitthat,hestartedwith

burningtheinsenceandwenttothebathroom

withitsinceitwassaidthat,that'swereshe



tookherlife.Nexttotheincensewasasmall

treebranchthatwehavetotakehomewithus

wheneverythingisdone.Swayhadgivenus

privacy,shewentbacktothehouse..Istoodat

afardistanceastheykneltdown,myUncle

turnedandlookedatme..

Him:Areyougoingtojoinus?

Ilookedatthem..

Him:Nomvelo?

Uncle2:EventhoughyoumarriedtoaPastoror

whateverheis,youwillrespectourculture.Plus

wedidn'tforceyoutocome,youwantedto

come

Uncle3:Yekaniumntwana..UVelowakwa

Buthelezimanje,Yekaniinganeilandeleimiyalo

yakwaButhelezi(Leavethechildalone..Velo

nowbelongstotheButhelezifamily,lether

followhowthingsaredoneintheButhelezi

households)



Uncle1:Mapholoba,Nyuswa,Fuze,Mavela,

Mafuz'afulelenjengefulemvula.Mashiya

amahlengathazoshumayela,Dambuza,

Mthabathe,Mabhalangoziphoabanyebebhala

ngepensela.Mavulankungukuvel'ilanga.

Sididane,Ngongoma,Maqadiamakhulu,Mbili!..

Ngcobo!!

Heclearedhisthroat..

Him:NkululekoNgcobo,lookhulumayo

uMalumewakhouSkhumbuzoNgcobo.Ngila

ngizenabanyeOomalumebakho.Sizokulanda

Nganeyam'Sizokulandaukuthiuhambenathi

ekhaya,khonaksasauzokhonaukuyobekwa

uwamukelweokhokhobakho.Sicelauhambe

nathi,ngekeukwaziukuhlalalaakusikho

ekhaya.Sicelaubuyelenathiekhayaukuze

uzokhonaukuLalangoxolo(NkululekoNgcobo.

ItismeyourUncleSkhumbuzoNgcobo,Iam

notherealonebutI'm withyourotherUncles.

Weareheretofetchyoumychild,sothat



tomorrowyoucanbeburiedandbewelcomed

byyourAncestors.Pleasecomewithus,you

can'tstayhereit'snotyourhome.Comewithus

soyoucanrestinpeace)

IknowthatNkuliandIweren'tseeingeyetoeye

anymorebutthishurtme,ithurtmedeeplythat

Iwalkedouttogetfreshairandwipedmytears.

Why?Whydidallofthismesshadtohappento

her,NowIlostasisterandafriend.IttrulyhurtI

don'twannalie..

.

Tobecontinued

Noedits

Igotbusyhencethepostwasdelayed,wewill

haveonelater..
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TUMI

Theboardingschoolseemedlikeagood



environment.Itwasclean,thebuildingwasold

butitwasstillingoodcondition.Itisa

multiracialschoolandthestudentsseemedto

bewellbehaved.Someweresittingunderthe

treewiththeirbooks,othersweresittingatthe

tablesbytheparkandchitchatting.

Furthermoreafewofthem wereplayingsports.

Iwasevensurprisedwhenthattheyenrolled

Rethabile,Ithoughtthattherewouldbeno

spaceseeingthatitwasthemiddleoftheyear.

Iwasalsohappythatherpreviousschooldidn't

giveusatoughtimewithareferralletter.Shine

remainedinthecarsincethere'sbadblood

betweenhim andRetha,Iwastheonewho

wentinwithher..

TheroomswereabitsmallerthanwhatI

expectedIhopethatshewillsettleinprettywell.

Ilookedoverattheotherbedanditwasneatly

madeup,herroommatewasn'taround.Ithad

beenabusyweek,afterregisteringherwehad



tobuyheruniform andtextbooksitwasalotto

doinjustaweek.Shewon'tberequiredtocook

sincethere'sacafeteriaattheschool,theonly

thingthatIcanbuyheraresnacks.Theynot

allowedtogooutanywherealone,there's

supervisedvisitstothemalltwiceamonthand

nothingmore.Theonlytimewhentheygo

homeisonschoolholidaysorifthere'san

emergency...

Shehasbeenreallydowneversincethe

changingofschools,Iknowthatdeepdown

shehatesmebutit'sforthebest.Rethaneeds

tobeindependent..

Me:Itseemslikeagoodschool

Shesatdownonthebed..

Therewasanawkwardmomentbetweenus.

Me:LookIknowth-

Her:Please..Don'tmakethismoreharder.It

wasyourdecisiontoputmehereevenafterI've



doneresearchandthisschoolhasalotof

abusecasesbutyoustillputmehere.If

anythinghappensit'llbeonyou,Ijusthopethat

youwillbeabletolivewithyourself

EmotionalblackmailisthehardestbutIcan't

droptheballnow..

Me:Nothingwillhappen..Aslongasyoufollow

therulesthenyouwon'tbedisciplined

Iextendedmyhandandshegavemeher

cellphone..

Me:WewillsendeachotherEmails,atleast

there'sfreewifiyoucanuseyourlaptop

Shekeptquiet..

Me:I'm leavingnow..

Shestilldidn'tsayanythinganditbrokemeto

leaveherherelikethis..

_

SWAY



ThiswillbemyveryfirsttimevisitingDawnever

sincehegotlockedup,hismotheragreedto

babysitAngiewhileIcomeheretoseehim..It

hasbeenhardwithouthim andIpraythatthe

Coronerturnsinthemedicalreportsothatthey

canfreemyhusband..

Somethingaboutprisonthatisunsettling,it

wasscaryandyouaskyourselfhowthe

prisonerssurvivebeinglockeduplikeAnimals.

Therewereguardsstandinginall4cornersof

theroom,andtherewasonestandingbythe

door.Ilookedaroundandtheroom wasn'tthat

fullofvisitors,Ithinkitwas5ofus.Ilookedat

thetimeandthentookadeepbreath,Iwasvery

nervous..

Thedooropenedandtheguardwalkedoutfirst,

followedbyDawn.Iwasexpectinganorange

jumpsuitbuttheywerewearingdifferently.Blue

pants,awhitevestandabluejacketthough

Dawnwasn'twearingthejacket.Istoodupas



hemadehiswaytome,Igotallemotional

seeinghim.Helookedokayatleasthewasstill

inonepiece,thatwasagoodsign..

HesmiledatmeandIsoomuchwantedtohug

him buttheguarddidn'tallow.Wesatdown,he

satoppositeme..

Me:Youlook..Youlookgood

Iwipedmytearsashelookedatme..

Heforcedasmile..

Him:Whenwasthelasttimeyouhadagood

nightsleep?

Ishruggedmyshoulders..

Me:Idon'tremember..Itossandturnmostof

thetime..Sleepeludesme

Henodded..

Me:Didtheyreallyhavetocuffyou?

Him:UnfortunatelyYes..



Me:It'sunnecessary

Him:Iknowbut..That'showtheydothings

Me:Areyoueatingwell?Iseverythingokayin

there

Him:Everythingisfine..I'm good

Inoddedrepeatedlywithtearsburningmyeyes..

Me:TheCoronerhasn'tsaidanythingand

Nomvelohasn'treadthelettertoo..Idon'tknow

whytheCoronerisdelayingtosubmitthereport,

Idon't-

Him:Hey

Helookedaroundandthenheldmyhand..

Him:Everythingisgoingtobeokay

Gaurd:Notouching

Heletgoofmyhand..

Me:Can'twejustcontactourLawyer?

Him:No..IfwegetourLawyerthenthecaseis



goingtodragandthatwillmakemelookguilty,

Bronxhastobebehindeverythingshewants

metocrack

Iexhaledindefeat..

Him:I'm sorrythatIgotusintothismess..

Me:No..It'snotyourfault,youwerejusttrying

tohelp

Him:HowisAngie?

Me:She'sgoodbutIthinkshecansensethat

younotaround

Him:DidmyMom come?

Me:Yesshedid..She'slookingafterAngie

Him:Okaythat'sgood

Me:Ishould'vebroughtyousomethingtoeat

Him:SwayIdon'twantyoutoworryaboutme,I

wantyoutogohomeandgetsomerest.Idon't

likeseeingyouthisbroken



[SILENCE]

Me:Nkuli'sfuneralistomorrow

Him:Atwhattime?

Me:9am..Iwannago

Him:Youcango..IthinkNomvelowould

appreciateitverymuch

Me:Justcomehomeplease..Imissyoualot

andIneedyou

Him:Allofthisisgoingtobeoversoon..I

promise

_

NOMVELO

Witheverythingthat'sbeengoingonathomeI

decidedtogooutabitandgetsomefreshair.I

tookNosiwithmeandwedrovetosteers,I

neededtimealonetoreadNkuli'sletter.Gugu

hassincebeenbabysittingNosiconsidering

howbusyIhavebeen,buttodayI'llbesleeping



overatherplacesincemyGrandmother's

housewillbefull.Imissedspendingtimewith

Nosithoughafter5minofusbeinghere,Iwas

alreadygettingtiredofher.Shecouldn'tkeep

still,justalittlebiteoftheburgershewonders

aroundbusydisturbingothercustomersby

tryingtopushtheirchairs.Shewouldcomefor

anotherbiteandrunaroundagain,shewas

givingmeaheadache.Ilookedattheenvelope

withmymealrightinfrontofme,Ihaven't

touchedit.IlookedatNosiandshewasbusy

runningaroundandthenIopenedtheenvelope.

Itooktheletteroutandstartedreading:

"DearNomvelo

IfyoureadingthisletterthenthatmeansIam

nolongeraround,itmeansthatmysuicidewas

asuccess.Onemightseemyactasfoolishbut

trustme,noamountofhelpfrom theworld

could'vemendedmytroubledsoul.Yesmaybe

theexorcism could'veworkedbutIdon'tthinkI



would'vebeenabletolivewithwhatIhavedone

toyou.Youdon'tknowhowsorryIam,Iwish

thatIcouldgobackintimetorectifyeverything.

IwishIcouldgobackandmakedifferent

decisions..YoumightforgivemebutI'llnever

forgivemyselfandmylifewouldbeempty

withoutmyfamily.Let'sbehonestforgivingme

wasn'tgoingtomakeanydifference,our

relationshipwasn'tgoingtogobacktohowit

usedtobeandIcouldn'thavethat.Ikepton

thinkingaboutlifewithoutmyfamilyandit

seemedsolonely.OncemoreIam sorryVelo,

youwasn'tgoinghaveanormallifebecausemy

facewouldalwaysremindyouofthepainthatI

causedyou.Ihopethatyouwillfinditinyour

hearttoforgiveme,Ididthissothatyoucan

livefree.IfI'm notaroundthenIwon'tbeableto

hurtyou,andPleaseextendmyapologiesto

Dawn.Hereallywantedtohelpme..Mayyour

Godcontinuetogiveyoustrength,tillwemeet

againinthenextlife..



Signed:

Nkuli

IwassotakenbytheletterthatIdidn'teven

feelNosiwhowasbusypullingmydress,up

untilIsawthemessonthefloor.Ithinkmy

beingunresponsiveshepulledeverythingdown

thetable,includingmyribsandchips.

Ilookedatherandshepointedonthefloor.

Her:Look

Iclosedmyeyeswhileshakingmyhead..

Her:Mamalook..

Iwentfrom Leloto"Mama"IthinkGuguisthe

onewhohasbeenteachinghertocallmethat..

_

DAWN

SeeingSwayinthatstatewasverydifficultfor

me,shelookedverydrained.Ireallyneedtoget



outofhere..OnmywaybacktothecellIwas

metbyapoolofblood,Slovowasonthefloor

layinginhisownpoolofblood.Theguard

openedandwebothmadeourwayin,Iwentto

him andtriedtolocatehispulsebutitwasn't

there.Hewasgone..

Itdidn'tmakesense,whowouldcomeintoour

cellandkillSlovo.Thatkidhadnoproblem with

anyoneandhewasalwaysdoinghisownthing,

tryingtomakeafewcentsbysellingcigarettes..

Whowoulddosomethinglikethis??Hewas

stabbedalotoftimes..Whiletheguardcalled

forhelp,Inoticedthathewasbleedingonhis

handtoo.Ilookedatitandhehadadeepcutof

anupsidedowncross.Ilookedathim again

andnoticedapaperinsidehismouth,Itookit

anditread:

"Khumaloisnext,andthenyou..Ticktok!Tick

tok!"



.

Tobecontinued

SEASONFINALE

_
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DAWN

Ithadbeenalongandtiringdaywiththe

mysteriousmurderofSlovo.Atleastweweren't

herewhenithappenedorelseweweregoingto

bethefirstsuspects.I'm notsayingthatIdon't

feelsorryforthepoorkid,Idobutthena

murdercasewouldtotallyruinMe.Ineededto

getoutofhere,thiswasbeginningtobemore

andmoremessy.

Iwasaloneinthecell,Khumalohadbeenoutto

arguewiththeguardsaboutprotection.Even

withthethreattheystilldon'twannagiveusthe

protectionthatweneed..



RamielshowedupasIwaslayingonmybed

readingabook..

Her:Don'tgiveitawaythatwetalking..Keepthe

bookcloserandpretendthatyoureadingout

loudtoyourself,noeyecontactjustfocuson

thebook

Me:What'shappening?

Her:Bronxisindeedadevilworshiper,Lucifer

thoughtthatbyusingahumanbeingthistime

aroundhemightgetanupperhand

Me:Sowhatarewegoingtodonow?Ican't

stayhereforever

Her:Youwillbeoutbynextweek,allyouneed

istotrapherwiththeDevil'strap.Shewillbe

comingforyoutonight

Me:IthoughtaDevilstraponlyworkedin

demonsandLuciferhimself

Her:YouhavetoexpandyourknowledgeDawn..



Youanexorcist,ItoldyoutokeepupwithBible

scholars.Bronxisadevilworshiperthat

collectsbloodforhighrankeddevilworshipers,

shemostlycausesaccidents.She'sahighrank

devilworshiperherself,shecanconjureher

spiritoutofherbodyatnightduringthewitchful

hourandgettoanycarthatshewantsthenshe

canrollitover.Therewasoneaccidentin

particularthatshecausednotawarethatinside

thevehicletherewasachildofGod,aPrayer

warriortobemoreexact.Shewastodoa

nightshift,andshehadprayedbeforeleaving

thenimmediatelywhentheirworktransport

tookaturninaverydarkroadBronxwas

waitingforthem.Astheyweredrivingthrough

thatroadtheladyfeltanurgetosingacertain

song,andshestartedsinging.Hercolleagues

weren'tdisturbedbyhersingingbecausethey

knewthatshewasadevotedChristian.Bronx

gotinandtheladystartedsingingthat

particularsongandthoughBronxdidcausethe



accidentbytheyallgotoutwithminorinjuries,

theyallsurvived.From thereonBronxstopped

collectingbloodfrom prayerwarriorsorGod's

childrenbecausethebloodweaknessthem..

Me:Ithoughtshewasjustasmallfish

Her:Notentirely..Adevil'strapwillworkonher

becauseshehassoldhersoul,shewillbe

forcedtohaveyoureleasedifshedoesn'twant

tobetrappedforever..Imeanwhatreason

wouldyougivetoyourcolleaguesinwhyyou

standinginoneplaceanddon'twannamove

Me:Whymethough?

Her:Whynotyou?

Me:Youcan'tansweraquestionwitha

question

Her:Doingwhatyoudodoesn'tnecessarily

meanthatyouimmunetoattacks,youneedto

bearmedandreadyatalltimes.Thedevil

workstirelesslyintryingtocollectalotofsoul,



ifyouletyourguarddownyouhandingover

manysoulstothedevilinasilverplatter.Yes

trustGodbutdon'tbetooproud

Iheardvoices..

Her:Don'teverletyourguarddown,there'sa

differencebetweenrelaxingbecauseyoutrust

Godandbeingtooproud

Shethendisappeared..

Ramielwasright,therewasatimewhenIwas

startingtobecometooproudinwhatIdo.

ThereweretimeswhenIthoughtIcould

exorciseonmyownwithoutinvolvingtheholy

spirit.Thisisawakeupcall,Ishouldn'trelyon

whatIthinkIknow..

_

NOMVELO

Nkuli'scoffinhadarrivedataround17:30.I

thinkafter30minofitarrivingtheneighbours,



closefamilyfriends,andfamilywerealready

gettingbusywithpeelingthevegetablesand

settingupeverythingtomakeiteasierfor

tomorrowmorning.WhenNkuli'scoffinhad

beentakenoutfrom thehearseandputdown

onthegroundjustclosetothegate,myUncle

putthatsmalltreebranchontopofhercoffin

andstartedtalking.Immediatelywhenshe

startedtalkingtheweatherchanged.Itgot

cloudy,andtherewasabitofwindandit

starteddrizzlingabit.Theweatheronlygot

betterwhenhercoffinwasinsidethehouse..

Icouldn'twaitforthefuneraltobeoverand

donewith,thiswholegrievingandmourning

processhasbeenveryemotionaldraining.Ijust

wanteverythingtobedonesothatIcanpickup

thepiecesandmendmybrokenheartagain,I

stillcan'tbelievethatmycousinisgone.Lifeis

indeedveryunpredictable..

_



NAZO

ThiswasmylastsermonandIwasveryhappy

withhowsuccessfultherevivalwas.

WhenIwasprayingearlierontheholyspirit

revealedtomethatalotofsoulsneeded

healing.Physicalhealing,andemotionalhealing.

Itwastouchingtocomeintotherealizationthat

thedevilisholdingalotofsoulscaptive

throughpain,somearebeingheldcaptiveby

Depression..BeforeIcouldstartwiththe

healing,Ineededtosharesomethingforthose

whowerementallyheldcaptivebydepression.

Thosesoulsthathavegivenupallthewillto

leavebecauseofcircumstancesandtraumatic

experiences..

BeforeutteringevenasinglewordIlookedat

thecrowdthatwasgatheredhereagain,God

showedmeafewsoulsbutitwentbeyondthe

humaneye.Isawthem inspiritandthe

messageIgotwas"Thisiswhotheyarein



spirit,mostofmychildrenaresufferingfrom

scarsandwoundsthatbleedinternally"they

lookedsobeautifulandstrongontheoutside,

byintheirspiritform theycarryingalot.They

beingheldcaptiveandmostwerebleeding

inside.Itwasn'tapleasantthingtosee,itwas

heavyonme.Theirpainwasheavyonme..

Me:Weallhaveourdifferentexperienceswith

life,someexperiencescutdeeppasstheflesh

andtheytouchthesoul.TonightIwant

everyonetoviewlifefrom adifferent

perspective.Now,I'm goingtocreateascenario

onethatalmosteveryoneisgoingtorelatetoo.

Weoftenhearthatlifeisajourney,that'snolie.

Itisindeedajourney.

Lifeisnodifferentfrom buyingabustickettoa

destinationofyourchoice,sayyoubuythe

tickettodayinadvanceandyourbusleavesin

twoorthreedays.Keepinmindthatthe

destinationofyourchoiceisthefuturethatyou



envisionforyourself,andwhatyoudointhe

meantimetogetthereisverycrucial.Whenyou

werebornGodhadalreadycreatedyourfuture,

yourfutureisalwaysbrightbutwhateveryoudo

andhowyouliveyourlifeinthetimebeingof

yougoingtoyourdestination(future)caneither

breakormakeyou.Nowbacktothebus

scenario.Saythetimeforyoutoleavehas

finallyarrivednowusuallyinthebusnot

everyonegetsoffatthesamedestination,

there'speoplewhowillgetoffbeforeyouand

Peoplewhowillgetoffafteryouoryoumight

justbethelastonetogetoff.Italldependson

yourdestinationifit'sshorterorlonger.Saythe

tripisroughly6hourslongandthinkingabout

thosehoursthatyougoingtospendinthebus

youwillgetdiscouragedbecauseyoudon't

wannabepatient,youwannagetthereasfast

asyoucanandatyourowntime.Nowthe

journeydoesn'tdependonyou,itdependson

thebusdriver.Thebusdriveristheonewho



knowstherouteverywellthatwillleadyouto

yourdestination,thebusdriverknowsverywell

whereyouheadedandhewon'tletyougetoff

atadestinationthatisnotmeantforyou.He

willmakesureyougetoffwhereyousupposed

togetoff.That'showitiswithGod,youmake

him thedriverthat'sgoingtoleadyoutoyour

destination(Future).Heknowswhereandwhen

yousupposedtogetthereandnomatterhow

impatientyou'reaslongasyoutrusthim hewill

neverletyougetoffatastoporadestination

thatisnotyours.Manywillsucceedbeforeyou,

andmanywillsucceedafteryoubutwhatever

successismeantforyou.Itwillcomeatthe

timethatGodsetsforyou.Whenyouinthebus,

youhavenochoicebuttotrusttheDriver,and

hisgoalistogetyoutheresafely.

Heisverycautiouswithyourlifeandhewill

makesurenottodrinknorresorttoanything

thatwillcauseyouharm.Inthebusmost



peoplehavegoodviewsandmostpeopledon't

havegoodviews,mostpeopleseebeautiful

buildingsandmostjustseetreesandnothing

more.Inthisjourneyoflifeweallhavedifferent

views,someseeitworthliving(Beautiful

buildings)andsomeseeitnotworthliving

(Tress,thorns,anddeadgrass).Saythebus

stopsatdifferentdestinationsandpeopleget

off,yousittingthereandyouenvythem

becauseyourjourneyistakinglonger.Now

that'swhenyouseemostofyourfriendsor

cousinsoryouragematesmakingitbeforeyou

andthatdiscouragesyoubecauseyoualso

wannagetthere.Goingbacktothejourney

that'swhenattimesyougetminorbreaksto

getrefreshmentsthencontinuewithyour

journey,lifeislikethattoo.Attimesitwillgive

youjoyfuldaysandwhenyouthinkthatit'snow

lookingup,thejourneywillstartagain.Someof

thefriendsyoumadeinthebustheygetoff

beforeyouandnowyouallalonenevertosee



them again,theylookhappytohavearrivedand

theytellyouthatyouwillgettheretoo.That's

howitisattimes,thefriendsyoustartedthe

journeywithorfamilywhentimegoesonand

theirlivesstarttolookuptheyleaveandnever

torememberyouagain.Thenyouhaveto

continuethejourneyalone,buriedinyour

thoughtsuntilyougetthere.Yourjourneymight

takelongerbutyouwillgetthere,whenthebus

stopsandthedriversays"Youhavearrived"

Yougetasenseofrelief,youdon'tbelieveitbut

atthesametimeyougethappy.Thoughyou

mightbetiredandwhatnotbutattheendyou

willarriveatyourdestinationandyouwilleven

forgetthatitevenrainedatsomepointand

therewastraffictoothatslowedthejourney

down.Youforgetaboutallthehiccupsandyou

gethappythatyouhavemadeit,andthebus

driverthatyoutrustedneverfailedyou.Ifthe

busbreaksdownhedoesn'tsay"Letmegoyou

willseehowtogetthere"Nohecarriesyou



throughuntilyougetthere.That'snowGodis,

hewillneverleavenorforsakeyouevenwhen

timesgetdifficult.Hewillcarryyouthrough

untilyougetthere.Bepatient,havefaithinyour

busdriver(God)hewillleadyoutoyour

destination(Future)don'tevenenvythosewho

getoffbeforeyou,becausewhatyoudon't

knowisthatyourdestinationmightevenbe

morethantheirs.Thatishowlifeis..It'sa

journey..

Thehallwentwild,peoplewerescreaming,

cryingandpraying.Themessagereallytouched

thosewhoneededtohearit,theholyspiritwas

movingarounddeliveringthosewhoneeded

deliverance.IrequestedasongandIwentto

thecrowdplacingmyhandsonmost

individualsandhealingthosewhoneeded

healing..Itwasaveryblessedservice

_

DAWN



Thecellshavethissmallmatsinside,incasefor

rainydaysyoucanwipeyourmuddyshoes

there.It'ssomethingthatcameaboutlastyear,

soIwastold.BeforegoingtosleepItookthe

sunlightbarsoapandstarteddrawingaDevil's

traprightatthespotwherethematwas.Ithen

putthenmatover,whenshesneaksintonight

shewillbetrappedthere,orratherherspiritwill

be..

Khumalocamebackfrom takingashower.We

showerbeforegoingdowntothehalltohave

dinner..

Him:haimfo..Wehavetomovefastandgetto

thehallbeforeitgetsfull,Idon'twantanother

smallportionjustbecausethosewhogotthere

beforeushadmorethanenough

Me:Yaweshouldgo

Helookedatme..

Him:Areyoualright?



Me:YaIam..JustabitdisturbedbySlovo's

passing

Him:Iunderstand..Namiingiphethekabi(It

doesn'tsitwellwithme)

Ilookedathisleg..

Me:I'llhaveafriendofminecometakealook

atyourlegthisMonday

Him:Afriendofyours?

Me:Yeahheisprettygood

Him:Ngingabonga(Iwouldappreciateit)

Theguardcametoourcell..

Him:asambesboshwa(let'sgoprisoner)

IlookedatKhumalo..

Him:It'stimetogoandeat

Imovedclosertohim andheputhishandon

myshoulderforbalanceandwemadeourway

out..



.
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DAWN

Wewakeupveryearlytogoandshower,then

weeatanddochores.Choresincluding

cleaningourowncellsunderstrictsupervision.

IsleptlatelastnightbecauseIspentmostof

mytimeprayingandlostdeepinmythoughts,I

missmywife,ImissmyDaughterandImiss

myExcorsim sessions.Ibasicallymissmylife..

WhenIwokeupthenextmorningIstumbled

uponthebiggestsurpriseofmylife,Bronxwas

trappedandshecouldn'tmove.Shewas



standingonthematofwhichhadtheDevil's

trapdrawnunderit..

Khumalo:Goodmorningmfo

Me:Goodmorning

BeforewecouldstartaconversationtheGuard

showedupandopenedup..

Khumalogotupandlimpedhiswayout,

passingthroughBronx.Iwastaken,itwasn't

herphysicalbeingthatwastrappedbutitwas

herspirit.Meaninglastnightasusualherspirit

wasatwaswork,sheprobablywaslookingfor

waysonhowshecouldhaveaccessandharm

usbutthenshegottrapped.Sheprobably

wouldn'thavebeenabletoharm uspersonally,

butshecould'veencouragedustoharm each

other.UnlikeSlovoIthinkthatshesent

someonetokillhim..Thewardenlookedatme..

Isatupstraightandclearedmythroat..

Me:Uhm..Iwouldlikesometimetomyself



Him:Timetoyourself?

Me:Iam amarriedmanIalwayssharemybed

withmywife,unlessI'm travelling.Ihavebeen

hereforwhat?Aweeknow,itisaverydifficult

situationforme

Helookedatmewithoutsayinganything..

Me:There'snoprivacyintheshowers

Him:Youneedtogoandshowersowecan

searchyourcell

Me:I'm askingfor5min

HewantedtodeclinebutthenIgavehim no

choice..

Him:5min

Me:That'sallI'm askingfor

Hewalkedoutwhilelocking..

IlookedatBronx..

Her:ThatwassmartIgottagiveyouthat



Me:IonlyaskedbecauseIneedtofindmysoap,

ImisplaceditlastnightwhenIwasdrawingthe

devil'strap

IstartedlookingforthesoaptillIfoundit..

Me:OhhwellIhavetogoandshower

Itookmytowelandheadedtothebars..

Her:Weight

Istopped..

Her:Wecancutadeal

Iwentbacktomybed..

Me:Youlostthatprivilegewhenyoustarted

messingwithMe,Icanleaveyoutrappedlike

thisforever.Cometothinkofit,ifyoudon'tturn

upforworkyouwillbereportedmissing.Then

yourbodywillbefoundatyourapartment,

unfortunatelynotonlyyourbodywillbefound

therebutalsoafewotherthings.Charmsand

everythingelsethatconnectsyoutotheother



world.Theygoingtorunastoryonyou,I'llmake

suretheydoandyouwillbeburiedwiththetitle

ofbeingaDevilworshipper.Itwillbeashame

foryourMotherwhoisaChristian

Her:IonlyfollowordersDawn..I..

Me:Why?

Her:Therewasapointinmylifewherethings

weren'tgoingwell.MyMothertoldmetonever

stoppraying,shetoldmethateverythingis

goingtobeokayIshouldneverlosemyfaithin

God.Ikeptonbutthingsnevergotbetter,itwas

takingtimeandIwasatmylowestpoint.The

thingisGod'stimingisneverthatofahuman

being,hedoesn'tgetGodwhenyouwanthim to

getGod.Hehashisowntime.Luciferonthe

otherhandrichesfrom him arequick,butyou

paytheprice.Heownsyoursoulandyoursoul

willdoanythingthathewantstodowithit.Igot

whatIwanted.Iwaspromoted,Iam thebest

detective.Ihavepowerandthepayisgood,I



moveduptheranks..Iam apowerfuldevil

worshipperandIfolloworders.Wethought

Nkuliwasgoingtobeourgatewaytoyoubut

shegrewaconscienceandguiltateheralive,

shecouldn'tlivewiththeguilt..Insteadweused

herdeathtogettoyou,wewantedtodestroy

yourimage.Wewantedtobreakyou

Me:Ihaveagoodmindoftrappingyouyouhere

foralongtime

Her:Ihavethemedicalreportfrom theCoroner,

Iwillturnitinnextweek

Me:Andyouexpectmetobelieveyou?

Her:Doyouhavemuchofachoice?

Ilookedather..

Me:Letmeseeyourcodename

Sheremainedquiet..

Me:Ifyouwantoutthenyouwillshowmeyour

codename



Her:Whatareyougoingtodowithit?

Me:It'sforinsurance..Incaseyoudon'tdothe

rightthing

Sheshowedmeonhershoulder..

Me:"76667"

Her:Happynow?

Me:Very

Iwentandliftedthematandrubbedoffapart

ofthedrawingsothatshecouldbefree.Ifshe

doesn'tkeeptoherend,Icanstillconjureher

spiritbackintothetrapbyusinghercodename.

Ifsheknowswhat'sgoodforhershewon't

messwithme..

_

NOMVELO

Wedecidedtohavethefuneralathome,there

wasatenterectedatthefrontwhereeverything

wasgoingtotakeplace.MyGrandmother's



Pastorwastheonewhowasgoingtopreach,at

firsthedidn'twantbecausehesaidNkulinever

steppedfootathischurch.MyGrandmother

hadtobeghim andbecauseofmy

Grandmother'sfaithfulnesstothechurch,he

camethroughforher.Theservicewasgoingto

befrom 9:00am till11:00am.At11:00am we

meanttoleaveforthecemetery.Wewereall

gatheredoutsideinthetent,Ikeptmyeyeson

hercoffin.DeepdownIcouldn'tbelievethatshe

wasgone,mycousinwhowasfulloflifeand

enjoyedthelifeshechoseforherselfwasno

more.NomatterhowmuchIwantedtohateher

forwhatshedid,deepdownthesisterhoodlove

andbondthatwesharedmadeitimpossiblefor

metohateher..Nkuliwasgone,Nevertobe

heardfrom everagain.MyAuntwasbroken,

despitetheendlessfightsthattheyhad.Nkuli

washeronlychildIknowthatshelovedher

morethananything..



_

RETHABILE

Ilaidbackonmybedwhilefacingup,alotwas

runningthroughmyhead.IhatedShine,hated

him withallthatIhadinme.Tumiwouldhave

neverdonethisifitwasn'tforhim,nowshejust

dumpedmeinaplacethatIdon'tevenknow.A

placethatholdsnomemoryof"Home".Ican't

waittocompletemymatricandjustcutallties

withher.Iwon'tevenacceptanyvisitations

from her.Iam done!Thisishowshewantsto

playthenI'llplaythegamebetter..

_

NAZO

IwasgoingbackhometodayandIwasvery

happy,ImissmywifeandmyNieceverymuch.

IwasproudofNomvelo,shewentthroughthis

allaloneandnotevenoncedidshethinkof

turningtothebottle.Itdoeslooklikesheis



growingupafterall..

Agent:Sowhatdoyouthink?

Iwalkedovertotheslidingdoorandstarredout

lookingatthepool,Ilikedthebackyard.Itwas

beautiful.Notfarfrom thepool,ithadabuiltin

grill.Perfectforlunchoutsidewhenwehave

guests..

Me:Ilikeit..Ireallylikeit

TheAgentexhaled..

Her:Icannowrelax

Webothlaughed..

Me:Ihopemywifewilllikeit

Her:Anywomanwouldbehappytofindoutthat

herhusbandboughtherahousethatcosts

1.5mill

Me:Mywifeisdifficult..Shemightsurpriseme,

Ihopeshedoesn'tbecauseI'vebeensavingup

forit



Her:Mayalltheoddsbeinyourfavour

Ilookedaroundagain,itwasabeautifulhouse

nolie..

Her:Wecangobacktotheofficeandstartwith

thepaperwork

Me:Afteryou

Assoonaswegetthepaperworkdoneandthe

houseisfurnished,thenwecanmovein.The

timehascomeformetostartmychurchhere

inMpumalanga..

_

TUMI

IwalkedovertothecouchandwatchedTV,my

Auntwalkedin..

Her:Tumi

Me:GoodmorningAunty

Her:Howareyou?



Me:I'm goodIguess

Her:StillworriesaboutRetha?

Me:Yes..WhenIcalledyesterdayat19:00,I

wastoldthatshe'srefusingtotalktome

Shewalkedoverandsatonthecouch..

Her:She'sgoingtocomearound,Rethabileis

beingRethabile

Me:Idohopeshewillcomearound..IhopeI

didn'tmakeamistakebysendingherthere

_

NOMVELO

"uJehovaubephile,uJehovauthathile.

Malibongweigamalakhe,kwenzekeintando

yakhe..Sezalaphaemhlabenisingaphethelutho.

Ngokunjalosizohamba,singaphethelutho..Lala

ngokuthula,Lalauphumule,Lalaubuthongo,

obungunaphakade.."Ilookedatthecoffinbeing

lowereddownatthecemeteryasthechurch



choirbidherfarewellwiththatsong.Whenthe

coffinwasburieddeepinthathole,thePastor

signalledthatthechoircanstopsingingnow

andtheydid.Oneofthechurchmemberstook

ashovelandcarrieditthroughtothepastor.It

hadsoilonit.Hetookahandfulofthesoiland

poureditinthecoffin..

Him:Umhlabathientlabathini..Uthuliethulwini..

Lalangoxolo,uphumulilekuzozozonke

izinkingazalomhlaa(Ashestoashes,dustto

dust..Restinpeace,youarenowfreefrom all

thetroublesofthisworld)

Theythenaskedustogoandpoursoilonher

coffin.Iwillneverseemycousinagain,sheis

gone..Sheisgoneforever

.
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NOMVELO

3YEARSLATER

Me:"Row,row,rowyourboatGentlydownthe

stream..Merrily,merrily,merrily,merrily

Lifeisbutadream"(Singing)

Ilookedatherandshewasfastasleepnow,I

loweredmyvoice..

Me:"Row,row,row.."

Voice:Mommy!!!!!!

Isighed..

Thebedroom doorflungopen..

Me:NonokeepyourvoicedownNaeissleeping

Shemadeherwaytous..

Nosi:Letmesee



Me:NosiNo..

ShetriedtopullNaledi'sfoot..

Me:Nosistopit!!

NaledislowlyopenedhereyesandIgently

rockedhertosleepagain..

Me:Goandwatchcartoons(Whispering)

Sheshookherheadno..

Me:YouwantmetocallDaddy?

Shemadeherwayout.7monthsbackIgave

birthtoanadorablebabygirl,wenamedher

Naledi.Nosidoesn'treallylikeNaledi,Ithought

thatmaybeastimewentonshewouldletitgo

buteventodayshestilldoesn'tlikeher.Ithink

it'sjealousybecauseNalediisababyandshe

getsabitmoreattentionthanhersoshe

doesn'tlikeit....

Idon'tevenknowwheretobegin,mylifehas

changedfrom howitwas3yearsago.OnedayI



justwokeupanddecidedtotellmystory,Itold

mypainfrom wordtowordandIgotalotof

attention.Itwasjustrandom homemade

videosthatIuploadedonYouTubeandtheygot

alotofviews.BeforeIknewitIwasdoing

interviews,beinginvitedonseminarsto

motivateithasbeenbusy.Followingmyvideos

myfollowersencouragedmetowriteabook

titled"Nomvelo",Iwentandpouredmyheart

out.IwroteaboutmyMom'sdeath,MyUncle,

howIlosteverythingandmovedtomy

Grandmother'shouse.Iwroteaboutmy

relationshipwithNiso,thenaboutNazoandthe

wholeNkulisaga.Peoplecouldn'tbelievethat

I'vebeenthroughallthatandstillstanding,my

booksoldalotofcopiesglobally.NowI'm

gettinginterviewrequestsfrom othercountries,

Ineverthoughtthatthingswouldgettothis

point.WhereverIgoalmosteveryone

recognizesmeit'saveryoverwhelming

situation.Iunderstandnow,mostofthethings



thathappenedtomewereleadingmehere.If

myUncledidn'tdie,IfNisodidn'tdiethenI

wouldn'tbewhereIam today.Someofmypain

wasshapingmetobestrongbothmentallyand

emotionally.IhadtoseethepowerofGod

workinginme,IhadtoseehisGraceuponme

formetogrowspirituallyandhaveamore

healthyrelationshipwithhim.Nazofinallybuilt

achurchinMpumalanga,currentlywestanding

onapproximately300membersandthechurch

isstillgrowingthatwenowhaveextendedthe

building.Nazoisreallydoingagreatjobthere's

alotofprojectsatourchurchthatwerunning

andIam fullhandsoninhelping.Iam incharge

ofaprojectthatsuppliessanitarytowelsand

toiletriesforgirlswhocan'tafford,wealsobuy

grocerieseverymonthforfamiliesthatcan't

afford,wehaveamobilekitchenthatfeeds

homelesspeople,andwebuyschoolshoes

withschoolbagsforanumberofkids.that's

justsomeoftheprojectsthatIam inchargeof.



Everyyearwepayregistrationformostfirst

yearstudentswhocan'taffordit,wesponsor

orphanageswithfoodandhospitalsthatdon't

getmuchfundingfrom thegovernment.Weuse

themoneyforofferingandtithestofundthe

projects,Nazoalsotakessomemoneyfrom his

companysincenowit'salsoherein

Mpumalangaandthere'salsoafewsponsors

thatwehavewholendahelpinghand.The

morethatNazogivesthemoreandmoreGod

blesseshim financially,bothhiscompaniesare

doingverywellandhewantstoexpandmore

maybehaveanotherbranchinCapeTownand

KwaZulu-Natal.Shineisfullhandsonattheone

inGautengwhilstNazoisbusywiththeone

hereinMpumalanga.There'sbeenalotof

financialbreakthroughsatourchurchmainly

becauseheisagoodleader,hetakesallthat

moneyfrom churchanduseittohelpthose

whoareinneedtheninreturnGodblessesthe

church.Neverandnotevenoncehasheever



pleasuredhimselfwithanyfinancial

contributionfrom thechurch,insteadweliveoff

from hismonthlysalary.Weneverevenhadto

touchmymoneybecausehemakessoomuch

from bothhiscompanies..Wearerichly

blessed..

AfterputtingNaledidownIwenttoNosi'sroom.

Mpumiwasalsofastasleep,she'svisitingus

forafewdays.MpumiandNosiareveryclose,

it'sfunnyhowNosilovesMpumimorethanshe

lovesherownSister....

IwenttotheTvroom andNosiwaswatching

cartoons,Isatdownonthecouch..

Me:Nonocomehere

Her:I'm stillwatching

Me:Iknowyouwatching..Itwon'ttakelong

Her:Nooooo

Nosiisverystubbornandcheeky,sheonlydoes



thatwithMethoughbecauseI'm abitofasofty.

UnlikeNazoheisbigondiscipline,somostof

thetimeI'llthreatenherwithhim ifIwantherto

dosomething.Shegotupfrom thecarpetand

madeherwaytome,Iheldherhands..

Me:Wehavehadthisconversationalotof

timesandwegoingtostillhaveituntilyou

acceptthatNaeisyourbabySister

Her:Noshe'snot

Me:Nono

Her:She'snotmybabysister

Me:Yessheis

Her:She'snot..Sheisthehospital'sbabysister

Me:Nosiyounotlisteningtome

Her:Younottoolisteningtomemommy

Iletgoofher..

Me:Thatdoesn'tevensoundright



Heshruggedhershoulders..

Her:Itdoesn'tmatter

ShesatdownandwatchedTvagain..

_

TUMI

Imademywaytothekitchen,Rethabilewas

washingdishes..

Me:Hey

Shewipedherhandswiththecloth..

Her:Goodmorning..Wantmetogetyouyour

chair?

Itookadeepbreathandexhaled..

Her:Youokay?

AllofasuddenIstartedbeingemotional..

Her:Awiiwhat'swrong?

Me:I'm veryexhausted



Her:That'swhyIaskedifIcouldgetyouachair

Me:Idon'twantachair..Iwanthim tocome

already

Her:Hewillcome..You8monthspregnantnow

remember?

Me:Thatdoesn'tmakeitbetter

Her:Letmegetyouachairandthenmakeyou

somethingtoeat..Howaboutthat?

Me:Idon'tknow(Crying)

Her:AhhhTumzdon'tcry

Shecametome..

Her:Don'tcry

Rethabileiswaybetterthanhowshewasback

whenshewas16.Afewmonthsofherbeingat

theBoardingschool3yearsbackourAunt

passedon,bythenIwasstillintheprocessof

movingout.Lifegotrealforher,shestarted

beingrebelliousandshefailedhergrade10.



Shinesuggestedthatwetakeheroutofthe

boardingschoolandshemovedinwithus,

thingsgotworse.Rethabilewasstressfulbut

Shinewasabletobestrictwithherand

enforceddiscipline,ifyoucouldseehernow

youwouldevendenythatshewasoncea

headache.She's19yearsoldnowanddoing

matric,Iam reallyproudofherforturningher

lifearound..Shecamebackwiththechair...

Me:Thankyou

Her:Wantmetomakeyousomethingtoeat?

Me:NoI'm fine

MyAunt'sdeathsortoffixedthingsbetweenus

andourrelativesinBotswana,orshouldIsay

whentheylearnedaboutmyfinancialstability

allofasuddentheywantedtobefamilyagain.I

reallydon'twantmuchtodowiththem,even

whenShineandIdecidetogetmarriedIdon't

wantthem tocome..



Speakingofthedevil,hewalkedin.Shinehas

beenverybusylately.Heisdoingsome

businesstrainingparttimesinceheisnow

runningthecompanysinglehandedly.Ifhewas

doingitfulltimethenhewouldbedonein

1yr6mnths,thenifit'sparttimethetrainingwill

take2years.Actuallythisishislastyear.He

startedlastyear..

He'sEnglishhasgottenbetter,hehadnochoice

buttotakeitseriouslywenowdealingwithhigh

profiledclients.Rethahasbeenhelpinghim

hereandthereandhe'sgettingthere,he's

Englishhasimproved.

Hewashometodayonlybecauseit'salong

weekend..

HehitRethaonherforehead,that'showhe

teasesherfrom timetotime..

Retha:Violenceinthehouse?

Him:That'shardlyviolence,angikuthintanga



nokuk'thinta(Ididn'teventouchyou)

Hecametome..

Him:andnou?

Me:I'llbefine

Hesqueezedmycheeksandkissedme..

Him:Ringanami..K'hambani?(Talktome..

What'shappening)

Idon'tknowwhyIwasn'tabletocontrolmy

emotions..

Shine:Rex??

Retha:She'sjustnotfeelingwell..Iguessit

happens

Shine:Ithappens??Ipayalotofschoolfeesfor

youtocomeandsay"Ithappens"biologynyana

yenuithini?(Whatdoesyourbiologysay)

Retha:It'sLifeSciencesnow

Shine:Samething



Retha:Butit'snowlifescienceswenol

longerdobiology..It'snotBantueducation

Shinechuckled..

Shine:Butbiologyisbiology

Retha:Lifesciences

Shine:Inmyhouseit'sbiology

Retha:WhereIliveit'slifesciences

Shine:uhlalakwami(Youliveinmyhouse)

Theyliketojokealotevenwhensomethingis

serious,attimestheyjustirritateme..

Islowlygotupfrom thechair..

Shine:Letmehelpyou

Ipushedhim back..

Me:Ngiright!(I'm alright)

Imademywaytothebedroom..

Shine:Sengenzenimanje?(WhatdidIdonow)



_

SWAY

Her:Howdoesitlook?

Ilookedaround..

Me:Let'schangetheduvetagain

Her:Thisisthe3rdonethatyoudon'tlikeMam'

Me:Iwanthertofeelathome

Her:It'snotherfirsttimecominghere

Me:It'sherfirsttimesleepingover

Swayiscominglatertoday,shewillbeherefor

almostthewholeweekend.Tomorrowshehas

abigdayaheadofher,shehasaseminarat

Purgatoryearlyinthemorningfrom 10:00-15:00.

Iam reallyproudofher,shehascomealong

wayandshe'sdoingverywellforherself.She's

verywellspokenandshehasinspiredalotof

womenwithherbook"Nomvelo".Iam very

proudofher..



DawnwalkedinfollowedbyAngie,Angieranto

thebedandtouchedtheduvetwithherdirty

hands..

Prudence:OhhNo!!!

Ilookedatherandshehadchocolateallover,I

turnedandlookedatDawn..

Dawn:Shegotalittlebittoomuchwiththe

chocolatesyrup

Me:Howmuchofitdidshehave?

Dawn:Errr.

Angiewipedherhandsonhertshirtandthen

shelookedatmeforacomment..

IlookedatDawn..

Me:I'm notevengoingtosayanything

Dawnwentandpickedherup..

Dawn:Let'sgogetyoucleanedup

DawnspoilsAngiealot,whatevershewants



Shegets.NotthatI'm complainingthoughbut

attimesit'stoomuch..

.
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DAWN

EversinceIgotreleasedfrom prisonIpromised

KhumalothatI'llkeepincontactandalsoget

him themedicalattentionthatheneeded.

IndeedIkepttomypromise,anditturnedout

thathehastypediabetes.Bronxkepttoherend

ofthedeal,Ilethergoandshesubmittedthe

medicalreportwhichstatedthecauseofdeath

beinghyporthemiaandtoomuchlossofblood.

Italsoprovedthatthewoundswereself



inflictedconsideringhowtheywerecut,and

alsotheletterthatshewrotetoNomvelo

helpedme.Afterthatwholedealsheaskedfor

atransferandIhearthatshe'ssomewherein

CapeTown.Afterthatincidentwenever

crossedpathsagain..Ilookedattheprisoners

enjoyingthemselveswiththeirlovedones,they

lookedsohappyandrelaxed..

Khumalo:haikantiMfothingsarebettersince

Bronxisgone

IhadproposedthatKhumaloshouldappealhis

case,herefusedandtoldmethatjailistheonly

placethatheknows.Hetoldmethatthisis

homeforhim,hehasbeenhereforawhilenow..

Khumalo:Thankyouforcoming

Me:I'vemeanttocomewithmyDaughterbut..

Maybenexttime

Khumalo:Yamaybenexttime

Ihadbroughtfoodalongandwestartedeating..



Me:Ialmostforgot..Ihavebroughtyouthis

booktoread

Hetookit..

Me:It'sdemonology

Him:ThankyouMfo

Me:Itwillhelpyousinceyourunachurchhere

Him:Haiushayekhona(thisisgood)

Khumalo'slifeisverysad,eversinceI'vebeen

herehaven'tseenanyvisitorstoppingby.He

oncementionedittomethathisfamilyhates

me,theyhatehim alotforwhathedid..

_

TUMI

Me:Lookatthescreenphela

Nomvelo:CanyouseeMommy??

Mpuminodded..

Me:HiBaby..



Mpumi:Himommy

Me:Imissyousoomuch

Mpumi:Missyoutoo

Me:Howis-

Nosi:Ialsowannasee

Nomvelo:Seewhat?Mpumiistalkingtoher

Mommy

Nosi:Iwannasee!!

Shesnatchedthephonefrom Mpumi..

Me:Nosihi

Nosi:Hi

Me:Howareyou?

Mpumigotcloser..

Me:Areyougirlsbehaving?

Mpuminodded..

Nosi:Yes



Me:NosihowisNaledi?

Nosi:She'snotmySister

Nomvelo:Ifyougoingtobelikethatthengive

memyphone

Nomvelotookthephone..

Me:Shestilldoesn'tlikeher?

Nomvelo:Notatall

Me:That'ssad

Nomvelo:Howareyouholdingupbytheway?

Me:I'm tired..Justwanthim tocomealready

Nomvelo:Hewillcome..Ihopehedoesn'tcome

outlookinglikeShine,allthat9monthsforhim

tolooklikeShine

Ilaughed..

Me:YouandShinewillneverlikeeachother

Nomvelo:Notinthislifetime..WelllateronI'll

begonesoyouguyswillhavetocallNazosince



hewillbetheonebabysittingfortheweekend

Me:Okaythankyou

Nomvelo:Begoodanddon'tworryheisgoing

tocome

Sheloweredthephone..

Nomvelo:Mpumicomeandsaybyetomommy

_

GUGU

Mylifehaschangedagreatdealintheperiodof

2years,from theghettotoahighlove.Richard

andIhadasmallweddingceremony,onlyclose

familyandfriendsattended.Itwasavery

beautifulceremony..

Ineverthoughtthatatthisageitwaspossible

formetobethismuchinloveagain,Richardis

thebestandI'm sohappytospendthese

remainingyearsofmylifewithhim.Thoughwe

oldbuthehasn'tlosthischarm,hestillmakes



myheartmelt..

Tonightwewereleavingfortheweekend,he

wastakingmetoThailand.Wedidsaythatwe

wannaspendmostofourtimetraveling..

Me:Ifeelbadaboutleaving,Nomvelohasabig

daytomorrow

Him:Iknowbutweboughttheseticketsway

beforesheinformedusabouttheseminar

Me:I'm veryproudofher..Shehascomealong

way

Him:Sheisaspecialwoman

Me:HowisThailand?

Him:I'vebeenthereafewtimes..Theweather

isabitunstableattimesbutdon'tpackthe

wholecloset

Ilaughed..

Me:Iwasn'tplanningonpackingthewhole

wardrobe



Him:YeahandIbelieveyou

He'sphonerang..

Him:Ineedtotakethis,it'stheboutique

HewalkedoutandIcontinuedpacking..

_

NOMSA

MaNgcobo:Haiuliphekangconokunami(You

cookitbetterthanIdo)

Me:Haungeke(Idon'tthinkso)

Her:UyaziIMisjudgedyou,Ishould'vespent

moretimewithyou

Me:It'sallinthepastnow

DangerandIwehavealwaysbeenclose,ever

sinceJJwasstillalivebutatthattimewewere

justfriends.Ithinkthatbondmadeiteasierfor

ustofeelsomethingmoreforeachother

becauseinourmidstofspendingtimewith



eachotherlately,weendedfallingheadover

heelswitheachother..

Iam soohappythatIam inarelationshipwereI

am thismuchhappy,notforgettingthat

NomveloandIwehaveamuchbetter

relationshipnow.IcansaythatIam inahappy

placeforonceinmylife,andfurthermoreinto

theblessingsmybusinessisdoingverygood.

WaybetterthanhowIhadimagined..

_

TUMI

I'vebeenlockedupinthebedroom forthe

wholemorningbutnowsinceI'vespokento

MpumiIfeltawholelotbetter.Igotoutofbed

bedroom andShinewasinthelivingroom,

sittingatthetablewithafewtextbooksand

documents..

Him:Howareyoufeelingnow?

Me:Better



Ipickedoneofthetextbooksandlookedatit..

Me:Howisitgoing?

Him:kuyancengeka(I'm gettingthere)

Me:That'sgood

Hestoodupandcametoopenthechairforme,

Isatdown.Heputhishandsonmyshoulders

andkissedmeonmyneck..

Him:Hadeneh?(sorry)

Me:For?

Him:forthewholepregnancysituation..Kube

kuyangamingabesiyashintshisana(ifitwasup

tomewewouldbetakingturns)

Me:Ijustwanthim tocomealready

Him:Sekuselekancane(youclosetogiving

birth)

Hekeptonmassagingme..

Me:Iloveyou



Him:Iloveyoutoo

Hekissedmeagain..

_

NOMVELO

Ilookedatthewatch..InacoupleofhoursI'll

beleaving,Iam verynervousabouttomorrow.

Purgatoryisadifferentcrowdandaverybig

congregation,Idon'tthinkI'm readyforthat.I

packedmyclothesnicelyinthesuitcasetrying

nottothinkmuchabouttomorrow..Mylittle

bundleofjoycrawledherwayin..Shecrawled

tothebedpulledtheduvetsothatshecan

standup,luckilymysuitcasewasonthebedso

theduvetdidn'tfallover..

Me:HiNae..Hibaby

Ipickedherupandputheronthebed,she

reachedformyclothesinthesuitcase..

Me:NoNae..



IthinkNaeisgoingtostartwalkingfirstbefore

shecantalk,shehardlysaysanythingshe

alwayswantsherpacifierinhermouth...

Nazowalkedin..

Me:Lookwho'shomeNae

Nazo:What'shappeninghere?

Me:Wepacking-

Naetookoutmyclothesfrom thesuitcase..

Me:Naestopit..

Nazopickedherup..

Me:WhereisNosiandMpumi?

Nazo:TheywatchingTv..Didn'tevenlookatme

HeputNaedownandshecrawledaroundthe

room..

Nazosatonthebed..

Him:Atwhattimeareyouleaving?



Me:Ataround18:00..Areyougoingtobecope

alonewiththegirls?ShouldIcalltheNanny?

Him:I'llbefine..PlusIwannabondwiththem,

it'sbeenawhile

Me:Ithasbeenawhile

Hepulledmeclosertohim andIgotinbetween

hislegs..

Him:I'm veryproudofyoudoyouknowthat?

Me:I'm proudofmyself..Imightevenbebigger

thanyou

Hechuckled..

Him:Yakeepondreaming

Me:MylastvideoonYouTubegotmoreviews

thanyours

Him:Idon'thaveavideo..Ihavevideos,you

onlyhavewhat?3?4?I'vebeenaGOAT

Me:OhhlistentoyourEgotalking



Him:It'snotmyEgoifit'strue

Heleanedcloserandkissedme..

Him:I'm goingtomissyouverymuch

Me:I'm goingtomissyoutwo

Wecontinuedkissingandhewassqueezingmy

waistIhadmyarmsaroundhisneck.He

loweredhishandsandsqueezedmyass..

Wehardlygettimetoourselvesespeciallywith

thekidsourbusyschedules,sowheneverwe

cangetfreetimeevenifit's3minweuseitto

ouradvantage...

Hemovedhishandsuptomybreasts,he

squeezedthem andmybreastmilkshot

through..HelaidbackonthebedasIlaughed..

Him:Iforgot

Me:It'sokay(Laughing)

Him:Eish



Me:It'snotthatbadcomeon(Laughing)

WhenIwasabouttogetontopofNazoIheard

Naledifalling,shescreamed.Iquicklymademy

waytoherandpickedherup..

Naledineedstobemonitoredwhenshe's

standingandholdingontosomething,

sometimeshersmallhandsslipandshefallsor

getstooexcitedandstartsdancingthenshe

falls..

Me:I'm sorrybaby

Nazocametous..

Him:Didn'tshehurtherself?

Me:Idon'tknow..I'm notsure

Hegotherfrom me,hercrywassosadthatit

piercedthroughmyheart..

NosiandMpumimadetheirwayin..

Nosi:Haaamommyyouwet!!!



Itookheragainfrom Nazo..

Me:Letmetryandbreastfeedher

Isatdownonthebed..

Mpumi:Whyshecrying?

Nazo:Shefell

Nosilaughed..Nazogaveheraseriouslook,

MpumicametousandstartedpattingNaledi

onherhead..

Mpumi:SorryNae

NaledicalmeddownasIbreastfedherwhile

Mpumistillstoodnexttousforemotional

support..

Nazo:NosisaysorrytoNae

Shefoldedherarms..

Nosi:No!!!

Nazo:I'm notaskingyouI'm tellingyou

Nosimovedbacktotheacornerwithherarms



stillfoldedandafrownonherface..

Nazo:Nosi..

Me:Babeleaveher

Hemovedclosertoherandcrouched..

Nazo:IsaidgosaysorrytoyourSister

Nosikeptquiet..

Nazo:Lookatme..IsaidgosaysorrytoNae

Mpumi:Nosisaysorry

Nosi:Shutup!!

Nazogaveheraspankingofherdearlittlelife..

Nazo:Youdon'ttalklikethattoothersdoyou

understandme?

Shenoddedwhilecrying..

Nazo:SaysorrytoMpumi

Nosi:SorryMpumi(Crying)

Nazo:SaysorrytoNae



Nosi:SorryNae

Nazo:Areyougoingtobedisrespecfulagain?

Nosi:No..(Crying)

Nazo:Promise?

Nosi:Ipromise

Nazo:GiveDaddyahug

Shehuggedhim andNazopickedherup..

Hewalkedovertous..

Nazo:ComeMpumi,let'sgoouttoSpur

HeheldMpumi'shand..

Nazo:We'llbeback

Me:Okay

Mpumi:ByeAunty

Me:Hauyoucomingbacknje..Orareyougfor

good?

Mpumi:No



Me:Ncooohyousuchasweety

IlookedatNosi..

Me:Byebaby

Nosi:ByeMommy

Theywalkedout..

SometimesIworryabitaboutNosi'sattitude..

.

Tobecontinued

Noedits
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RETHABILE

IhavemisjudgedShine,honestlyspeaking



underneathallthattoughactheisaverygood

person.Whichguywouldtakeinhisgirlfriend's

littlesisterwhohadanattitude,thentakecare

ofherasiflikeshewasyourbabysistertoo?

Heisabitstricthereandtherebutheisavery

goodperson.He'sputtingmethroughschool,

oneofthebestprivateschoolsandheis

helpingTumiinsavingmoneyformewhenIgo

tovarsity.Ihaveagoodrelationshipwithher

SisterNtokozo,Ntokozochangedthecourse

thatshewasdoingpreviouslyshe'snowdoing

accounting.Ilikeheralotsheisaverygood

personandagoodinfluence..

Ihaveaboyfriendwegotothesameschool

andheisalsodoinggrade12,heisagood

rugbyplayerbuttheonlyproblem isthatheis

white.Ourrelationshipisgoodbutwedon't

knowhowourlovedonesaregoingtofeel

aboutit.Tumiisdefinitelygoingtookaywithit

butShineisunpredictablesometimes,Idon't



knowhowheisgoingtofeelaboutit

Me:HeyIorderedpizza

Tumi:BigasIam youwanttogetmorebig?I'm

tryingtoeathealthysoIcanhaveanaturalbirth

Me:Idoubtthatyouwillputmoreweightplus

it'snotlikeyoueatpizzaeveryday

Her:ThankyoubutI'llpass

Me:Okay

Her:Howisschoolgoing?

Me:Schoolisgoingwellsofar..Nocomplaints

Her:I'm gladtohearthat

(Silence)

Her:Howisyourboyfriend?

Ilookedather..

Her:mostofthetimeyou'reonyourphonebusy

smilinglikearetardnowIdoubtyourfemale

friendswouldbringyousuchasmile



Me:Uhm..

Her:Doeshealsogotoyourschool?

Me:Yes

Her:Youlovehim?

Me:Ido

Her:That'sgoodjustdon'tfallpregnant,

practicesafesexanddon'tletyourrelationship

getinbetweenyouandyourstudies.Matricisa

verycriticalyear

Me:Iknowandthankyou

Anothermomentforsilencepassedby..

Me:He'swhite

Her:Sorry?

Me:Myboyfriend..He'swhite

Her:WowI..That'sunexpected

Me:Iknow



Her:WowRetha..

Me:Iknowit'sbad

Her:It'snotbadjustunexpected

Me:Ihopehe'sfamilywon'thaveaproblem

withmeshouldourRelationshipgoanyfurther

Me:Ihopesotoo

_

NOMVELO

IwasonthephonewithGugu,shewon'tattend

mysermontomorrowsoshecalledtowishme

goodluck..

Her:ShejustfeelslikeNaledimightbegetting

moreattention,havingtogetusedtothefact

thatshe'snolongertheonlychildiswhat

makeshertodislikeNaledi

Me:It'sbeen7monthsnow,thoughtthatshe

would'vegottenusedtoherbynow



Her:Nisonevergotusedtothefactthatmy

Mom lovedNazomore,theonlyreasonwhy

theywereclosewasbecauseNazolovedhis

littleBrothermorethananything.Whenhe

startedgettingintotroublethat'swhentheir

relationshipwasaffectedbecauseNazo

couldn'tstayathomeforthatlongsincecops

werealwayslookingforhim.Nositakesafter

herFatherthoughNisowasworse

Ilaughed..

Me:Iknowyouasapersonwhodonottolerate

nonsense,butwhenitcametoNisoheseemed

difficultforyoutohandle

Her:Nisowasverystubbornanddisrespectful,

theonlypersonwhowasabletogethim inline

wasNazo

Me:Nazoisverybigondiscipline

Her:Thatheis..Wherearethekids?

Me:TheywatchingTv



Her:WellI'm abouttoboardsoonsoI'llcall

them tomorrow,I'llcallNazo

Me:Okayenjoyyourtrip

Her:Thankyoubabyandmayallgowellwith

yoursermontomorrow

Me:Thankyou

Her:Iloveyou

Me:Iloveyoutoo

Her:Bye

Me:Bye

Ihungupandmademywaytocheckonthe

kids.OnlyNalediandMpumiwereintheTv

room..

Me:Mpumi

Shelookedatme..

Me:Don'tletthatonefall

Her:Okay



ShemovedclosertoNaledi..

Me:WhereisNosi?

Her:Idon'tknow

Me:Okay

IwenttolookforNosiandIheardNazotalking

withherintheguestroom,Istoodhalfwayto

eavesdropbeforeIcoulddisturb.

Nazo:Andwhoisthis?

Nosi:That's..That'smyotherDaddy!

Nazo:What'shisname?

Nosi:Niso

Nazo:Whereishenow?

Nosi:HeiswiththeAngels...Ishegoingto

comeback?

Nazo:Noheisnotgoingtocomeback

Nosi:Whydidheleave?



Nazo:BecausetheAngelswantedhim tocome

andlivewiththem

Nosi:Areyoualsogoingtogoandlivewiththe

Angels?

Nazo:NoI'm notgoing

Nosi:Areyougoingtogotomorrow?

Nazochuckled..

Nazo:No..Noteventomorrow

Nosi:Noteventomorrowtomorrowtomorrow?

Nazo:Notever

Nosi:Ifyougoareyougoingtogowithmeand

Mommy?AndMrBarneythedinasour?

Nazo:WhataboutNaledi?

Nosi:AndNaledi

Nazo:YouknowNalediisyourlittlesister..

Meaningthatyouasherbigsisteryouneedto

loveherandalwayslookafterher,makingsure



thatshedoesn'tfallandhurtherself

Nosididn'tsayanything..

Nazo:JustlikeyourotherDaddyhewasmy

littleBrotherandIalwaystookcareofhim.

That'swhywhenheleftgolivewiththeAngels

hemademeyourDaddysothatIcanloveyou

andprotectyoualways

Nosi:IsheNaledi'sotherdaddytoo?

Me:Wellsomethinglikethat

Iwalkedinonthem..

Me:Heyguys

Nosi:MommymyotherDaddyisnotcoming

back,theAngelsdon'twanthim tocomeback

Me:IknowBaby

Nazoputherdown..

Nazo:GoplaywithNalediandMpumi,make

surethatNaledidoesn'tfall



Her:Okay

Sheranout..

Me:it'sheartbreakingthatshenevermetNiso,

she'sonlygoingtoknowhim from thePictures.

Idon'tknowwhyConnienevercontactedNiso

andtoldhim,hedeservedtoknow

Nazo:YaIknow..IfNosiwasintroducedtous

earliermaybethatwasgoingtobereason

enoughforNisotochangehisways

Me:Yamaybe

Nazo:Atwhattimeareyouleaving?

Me:19:00

Nazo:Istillthinkthatyoushould'veleftearlier

thanthat,Idon'twantyoudrivingaloneatnight

Me:I'llbefine

Helookedatme..

Me:I'llcallyoueverynowandthen



Him:That'sbetter..Don'ttakeshortcuts,they

dangerous

Me:Yessir

Him:I'm seriousMaButhelezi

Me:I'llbefine..Ipromise,Ishouldbeasking

youifyouwillbeabletocopewiththegirls

Him:Iwillcopeplusit'sbeenawhilesinceIlast

spenttimewiththem

Iwentclosertohim andwrappedmyarms

aroundhisneck..

Me:WellIhopeyoudohavefunbabysitting

tomorrow

Him:Itmightjustbefun

Hishandsmoveddowntomybuttandhe

grabbedmyasswhilehekissedme,wealways

havestolenintimatemomentswhenthekids

aresleepingorbeingkeptbusybycartoons.

Evenatnightit'sabitofadifficultsituation



especiallywhenNaledisleptintheafternoon,it

becomeschallengingforhertosleepatnight.

Sowehavetostayuptilllate,notforgettingour

busyschedulesthatclashalot..Wemoved

backwhilestillkissingtoclosethedoor,and

thenhepinnedmeagainstthecloseddoor..

Him:Areyoustillonthatinjection?

Me:Upuntilwedecidetohaveanotherbaby

Him:That'sgood

HekissedmeagainandIsnuckmyhandinside

histrackpants,hewasgettinghardalready.I

startedmassaginghim whilehegentlybitmy

neck,Icouldalsofeelhiswarm breathashe

startedbreathingheavy.TheremoreIkepton

massaginghim theremorehebecame

vulnerable,hewasgluedtome.Hepressedhis

lipshardagainstmineandthenafterhepicked

meupandhesatonthebed,withmesitting

ontopofhim.Itookoffmytshirtandhestarted



leavingwetkissesallover.Hegotmeoffhim

andplacedmeonthebed,Itookoffmy

leggingswhilehealsoundressed.Iopenedmy

legsmorewiderandhecameontop,herubbed

himselfagainstmewhilehekissedmein

betweenmymoaning.Hethenmoveddown

andranhistongueincirclesaroundmybelly

button,hethenmoveddownandcamein

contactwithmyalreadythrobbingbean.He

playedaroundwithhistonguetherewhilehe

insertedhisfingerdeepinside,itonlystarted

beinguncomfortablewhenheinsertedanother

fingerbutashecontinuedpleasuredkickedin.I

enjoyhistoungeplayingaroundmybean,the

warm andthewetnessmakesitmoreandmore

nice.Iwasinotherstate,Ireallydidn'tknow

whattodowithmyself.WhenItriedtoclosemy

thighshisstrongarmswouldopenwideragain..

Me:OoooooooohNazo

Myhandwasrunningatthebackofhishead,I



wasatthepointofnoreturn.Anorgasm was

buildingupandmybodywasrespondingtothat

byalmostcurlingup,hemovedbackupand

kissedmeandthenheslowlyenteredme.

Starringdeepinmyeyeswhilepinningmy

handsagainstthebedhewentforit,hereally

wentforit..

_

DAWN

SinceI'velearnedaboutthepossibilityofAngie

becominganExorcistinthenearfutureIhave

decidedtotrainherwhilesheisstillyoungso

thatitcanbeeasierforhertotapintoitwhen

sheisolder.Ihadahologram ofademon,orI

createdoneratherIwanttoseehowshewould

respondtoit.Iputitinthemiddleoftheroom

andputherclosetoit,shestoodtherelooking

atit.Thehologram ofthedemonlookedsoreal

thatitwasn'tstillbuttherewasmotionfrom it,I

madeitlooklikeitwasalive..IlookedatAngie



asshemovedcloser,whenshewasveryclose

thedemonhissedlikeasnakeandshestarted

cryingandrantome.Ipickedherup..

Me:It'sokaybaby

Sway:Whatareyoudoing?

Shewalkedin..

Her:Isthatahologram?

Me:Yes

Shetookherfrom me..

Her:PracticinganExorcism?

Me:Yesbutnotforme

Her:Huh?

Me:It's..

Iclearedmythroat..

Me:ForAngie

Her:WhatdoyoumeanforAngie?



Me:Sweetheartthere'ssomethingthatIhaveto

talktoyouabout

Her:Whatisit?

Me:Angie..She..AngieisanExorcist

Her:She'sawhat?

Me:Shewillhavetorelievemeinfuture

Her:DawnIdon'tunderstand..Youtellingthat

myDaughteris..

ShelookedatAngie..

Sway:Buthow?

Me:I'm notanExorcistbytraining,I'm an

Exorcistbybirth.IwasbornanExorcistandI've

onlylearnedaboutmygiftatalaterstage.

WhenIwasyoungIcouldseethingsthatIdidn't

understand,myparentssincetheyweren't

muchbelieversinsuchthoughtthatIhada

mentalsicknessofsomesort.Iwasputon

medication,therapy,Iwassubjectedtoalotof



unnecessarythings.Idon'twantAngietogo

throughthattoo,Idon'twantherbeingscared

whensheseesademonorsensesanevilspirit.

Iwanthertoknowandunderstandwhosheis

Sway:I...

ShewentandsatdownthenlookedatAngie..

Her:MyDaughteris..I..Idon'tknowwhattosay

Imovedtothem andsatnexttoher..

Me:Iknow

Her:It'sscaryDawn

Iputmyarm aroundherandkissedheronher

forehead..

Me:Iknowitis..ItwasalsoscaryformewhenI

realizedthatshehasthegiftofexorcizing

_

NOMVELO

Nazocamedeepinsideofme,thistimearound



wewentlongerwithoutbeingdisturbed.He

remainedontopofmewhilewecaughtour

breaths.Icouldn'tfeelmylegs,openingthem

thatwidemadethem numb...

Him:ifitwasuptomewewoulddothisall

nightuntiloneofuspassesout

Me:That'sagreatideabutunfortunatelyIhave

tobathandgo

Ikissedhim..

Him:Comeon

Me:It'salreadygettinglate

Hisphonerang..

Me:Plusyouhaveacall

Wekissedagainandthenhegotoffme,he

searchedforhisphoneuntilhegotit.Helooked

atthescreen..

Him:It'sShine..Heprobablywantstotalkto

Mpumi



Heputonhisbriefsandhisjeansthenhe

walkedout,Ilaidthereforacoupleofseconds

andthenIgotup.Didn'tevenrealizehissperms

hadcameout,untilIsawthem onmythighs.I

lookedaroundandtherewasnotowel..

Nosi:Mommy!!!

Isatdownandputthepillowonmythighs,she

walkedinwithNaledi.Shewasn'tevenholding

herproperly..

Nosi:Sheiscryingforyou

Sheputherdownasshecaughtherbreath..

Nosi:Mommywhyareyounaked?

Me:Iwasbathing

Her:Whyareyourclothesonthefloor?

Me:ItoldyouthatIwasbathing

Her:YourhairisuntidyMommyyoudidn'tcomb

it



Me:BringNaleditoandstopaskingalotof

questions

ShegotNalediandbroughthertome..

Me:GotoMpumiDaddyisgoingtorunyou

guysabath

Her:Okay

Me:YouknowthatMommyisright?

Shenodded..

Me:Yougoingtobehaveright?

Inodded..

Me:Goodgirl

Sheranout..Nosiiswaytoosmartfora5year

old,andsheasksalotofquestionstoo..

.

Tobecontinued

Nomvelo



FINALE

_

SNAZO

Thenextdayformewasverydifficult.Atleast

MpumiandNosiwokeupandbrushedtheir

teeth,thentheyaskedmetomakethem cereal.

AfterthattheyweregluedtotheTvasalways.

Nalediontheotherhandshehasn'tbeenher

usualherself,shewascryingmostofthetime

andjustdidn'twannadothingsthatusually

doeswhenNomveloisaround.Shewastoo

clingy,evenwhenshewasonmyarmsshe

wouldstillcry.Shewokeupexactlyat6am and

ataround9am shefellasleepagain,afterIhad

fedherandmadesuretochangehernappy.

WhenshewassleepingIpreparedabathfor

MpumiandNosisothattheydon'tbotherme

asthedaygoesbywithbathing,afterbathing

theywentbacktowatchingTv..Astheywere

entertainedbytheirDisneyChannelIthought



thatIcouldcatchuponsomework,butthen

Naledistartedcryingagain.Iseriouslydon't

knowhowmywifedoesitbecausetheNanny

comesparttimetobabysit,sheonlybabysit

whenNomveloisnotaround...

OurNannyisactuallyourhelper,wewantedto

hirebothanannyandahelperbutsheavailed

herselfforbothpositions.Sothemoneythat

would'vewenttothenannygoestoher..Iwould

callhertocomebutIdon'twannadisturbher,

wehavegivenheratwoweekspaidleave.She

reallyneededtorestbecauseshedoessoo

mucharoundhere..Iwalkedoutoftheliving

room andwenttogetNaledifrom thebedroom..

Me:YouokaybabyIgotyou..

Ireallydon'tknowwhyshewasactinglikethis,I

meanIdideverythingonthelist.Ifedher,I

changehernappyconstantlyandIgiveherthe

bottlethoughsherefusesit..



Wewalkedoutofthebedroom togoandcheck

howNosiandMpumiweredoing,Thosetwo

rascalsweren'twatchingTv.Ilookedforthem

untilIspottedthem inthekitchen,theywereup

tonogoodasalways.Nosihadclaimedachair,

shewasgettingM&M sweetsfrom thepantry

andgivingthem toMpumiwhowasstacking

them inthatsmallbasketthatNosiusedwhen

shewasmyMother'sflowergirl.Ilookedat

them stealingthesweetsandtheywereonly

madeawareofmypresencewhenNaledi

startedcrying.Theyweresurprisedtoseeme..

Me:Whatisgoingonhere?

Mpumi:Nothing

Me:Really?

IlookedatNosi..Sheremainedquiet...

Me:Getdownfrom thechairplease

ShegotdownwithMpumi'shelp..



IlookedatMpumi..

Me:MayIhavethebasketpleaseMam'

Shehandedittome..

Me:Thankyou

Ilookedatthem..

Me:Nowyougirlsjustprovedtomethatyou

notmeanttobetrusted..Iaskedyounicelyto

lookafterthebabybutyoudidn't..Therewon't

beTvforafewhours,Iwantyoubothtositin

theTVroom andstareattheblankscreenof

theTvuntilyouguysrealizethatwhatyoudid

waswrong..Doweunderstandeachother?

Theynodded..

Me:Thankyou..Nowlet'sgo

Ifollowedthem..

Nosi:WenotgoingtowatchMommyontv?

Me:Notanymore..Youguyslostthatprivilege



whenyoudecidedtosteal

IputNaledidownnexttothem butshestarted

cryingagain,she'sdonebeencryingthatshe

hadhiccupsnow..Ireallydidn'tknowwhatto

do..

Me:NosigogetDaddy'sphoneintheliving

room

NosirushedtogetmyphoneandIputNaledi

onherelectronicchair,youjustplugitandit

rocksherbackandforth...

Me:Mpumigogetherpacifierinthebedroom

Mpumi:Okay

Nosicameback..

Nosi:HereisyourphoneDaddy

Me:Thankyou

Itookitandwentthroughmycontacts.Can't

callmyMom she'soutthecountry,Swayand

BonoloarealreadyatPurgatoryplusBonolois



theMCsotheywon'tpickup.Iwouldn'tdare

callmywife,Idon'twantherthinkingthatIcan't

babysit..IranthroughmycontactsagainuntilI

stumbledonNomsa'snumberIcalledher.I

waitedforhertopickupwhileIlookedatNosi

tryingtocalm Naledidown..

Nosi:ShhhhNae..DoyouwantMommy?

MpumicamebackwithNaledi'spacifierand

wenttoputitinNaledi'smouth..

Nomsafinallypickedup..

Her:HelloNazo

Me:HeyhopeIdidn'tcatchyouatabadtime

Her:Notreallyiseverythingokay?

Me:Notreally

Her:IsthatNaledicrying?

Me:Somethinglikethat..Shedoesn'twantto

stopcrying



Her:Didyougiveher-

Me:Idideverything..Still

Her:Nomveloisstillbreastfeedingright?

Me:Yessheis

Her:YaNalediisgoingtogiveyouaproblem,

plusshespendsmoretimewithVelothanshe

doeswithyou

Me:IknowbutwhatdoIdo?

Her:Shuuuthisisdifficult..Trytorockhersleep

andtrytogiveher,herbottleuntilshesucksit

Me:OkayI'lldothat..Thankyou

Her:Goodluck

Iloweredmyphoneandlookedatthem..

Me:Nosigogetherbottle

NosiranouttogetNosiherbottle,thisisgoing

tobealongday..

_



SHINE

ThebestthingthatIeverdidformychildwas

toeliminatethatuselessMotherofhers.Sbosh

wastoxic,Mpumiwouldn'thavehadagood

upbringingifSboshwasstillaround,thoughI

wonfullcustodyshewasstillgoingtobea

thorninourlivesbecauseshewouldn'tgetting

moneyformaintenanceanymore.WhatIhated

themostwasthefactthatshehaddifferent

niggasaroundmychild,whatifsomething

happened?Whatiftheysexuallyviolatedmy

baby?Nottomentiontheheavyconsumptionof

alcohol.Thosearesomeofthemainreasons

whyIdecidedtogetridofher.Tumiwasthe

bestthingthathaseverhappenedtoMpumi,

she'sagoodstepmotherandabloodygood

girlfriend.That'swhyIhavedecidedthatafter

thebirthofourSonweshouldgetmarried,but

onlywhenourSonhasturnedoneoftwo..

_



NOMVELO

only3mintogobeforeIclimbthestage,itwas

sofullthatIstartedtogetnervous.Ihavenever

beeninfrontofsuchalargecrowd,butGod

wantsmetosharemystoryhereandIknow

thateverythingisgoingtogowell.Ijustneedto

speakfrom theheart.Iwasabitunsettled,I

couldsensethatNalediwasmissingmeand

cryingforme.Iknowmybaby,she'salwayslike

thiswhenI'm notaround.Wealwaystogether

whenI'm aroundandIwasalsomissingher.

LastnightIevenhardlyslept.Ifeltlikegoing

outandcallingNazobutIdidn'twanthim to

thinkthatIdidn'ttrusthim..

_

TUMI

IwasreallymissingMpumi,Shineisgoingto

fetchhertomorrow.Todaywewerehavinga

minibraai,wehaveinvitedNtokozoand



Mamezala.Asalwaystheywererightontime,

MamezalawantedtohandlethecookingsinceI

struggleabittodothings.NtokozoandRetha

weregoingtohelpher.Iam happywithwhere

mylifeisrightnow,Idon'twannalieIam truly

blessed.IwishmyMotherwasstillheretosee

mylifeandthegoodI'vedone,butIknowthat

whereversheis...Sheislookingdownonme..

.

NOMVELO

itwasabitquiet,everyonewaslookingatme

andwaitingformetosaysomething.WhenI

climbedthestage,theygavemearoundof

applauseandtheymadeajoyfulnoise.They

heretohearmespeak,soIgotthis..Itooka

deepbreathandexhaled,Ihavealready

greeted..

Me:IfIdidn'tgothroughwhatIwentthrough,

thenitwouldbeuselessformetostandhere



beforeyouandtalklikethis.Ihadtogothrough

themostcruelpainknowntohumanbeingsso

thatwhenIstandhereandtalkaboutpainyou

willunderstand.Ihadtoforgivesomeonewho

hurtmesobadsothatwhenItalktoyouabout

forgiveness,I'llknowwhatI'm talkingabout.My

painisnolongeraheavyburdenbecausenowI

understand,IunderstandwhyIwentthrough

everythingthatIwentthrough.

Ifelttearsnearing..

Me:Peopleusuallysay"Youhavetoldyour

storysomanytimesanditstillmakesyoucry"

YesitdoesbecauseIalwaysfeellikeI'm telling

itforthefirsttime

IloweredthemicasItriedtoholdbackthe

tears..

Me:BeforeIeventouchonmylifeand

everythingI'vebeenthrough,Iwantyoutoknow

thatwhateveryougoingthrough..Yougoingto



comeoutofit,alive.Youwillgetthroughit!I

don'tcarewhatanybodysaysbutknowthatyou

willgetthroughit.Takeheartoverthefactthat

Godknows,thatsituationyoucan'tseem

overcomeheknowsit..Thetearsyoucryevery

nightalonewheneveryoneissleeping,when

youactlikeeverythingisokaytryingtokeepup

appearancesandsmilingeverydaybutdeep

insideyoubreaking.Heknows!Godknows!!

Itookoffmyheelsandtookthemicfrom it's

stand,Istartedmovingaround..

Me:IfeelbetterwhenI'm free..Withinafew

secondsI'llbejumpingaroundandscreaming

don'tfretthat'sjustme

Afewpeoplelaughed...

Me:Iknowthatmostofusalwayssay"Why

me"Whyam Igoingthroughthis?Whyam I

goingthroughthat?Dearifnotyouthenwho??

Aren'tyouherenow?Aren'tyoustillbreathing?



Thatprovesyoustrongerthanwhatyougoing

through!!!Situationscomeandgobutyoustill

here,younotshakenandyoustillgoingtobe

here!!!!!!

Theystartedclappinghandsandafewofthem

stoodup,IknewthatIwasontherightpath.

OnceuponatimeIhadplansofmyown,but

whatIdidn'tknowisthatGodalreadyhadhis

ownplanswithmylife.Thatspoiledrichgirl

whowasdoingFashiondesign,sheisnowa

Mother,aWife,amotivationalspeaker,best

sellingauthor,andapreacher'swife.Thisis

whoIam,andthisiswhatIdestinedfor...

_

NAZO

Naledicriedupuntilshegaveupandthenfell

asleep,shegaveustimetowatchNomvelo.

ShewasliveonthePurgatorychannel,while

shewasbusybeinghercrazyselfalljumping



aroundandeverythingIcheckedcommentson

Twitterandshewastrending.Iwasreallyproud

ofher,justtothinkshewasamesswhenIfirst

starteddatingher,IknowGoddoesn'tmake

mistakesbutIthoughthemadeamistakewith

Nomvelo.Untilnow,nowIunderstandhedidn't

makeamistake..Thatismywifeandthe

Motherofmykids,Iam soproudofher..

Nosiclappedherhandsinexcitement..

Nosi:That'smyMommy!!!Mpumilookthat's

myMommy!

Idecidedtoletthem watchwithmeeven

thoughtheystillbeingpunished,Ididn'twant

them toirritateme..

Iheardsomeoneringingthebell,thatwasweird.

Thepersondidn'tpresstheintercom.

Igotupfrom thecouchandwenttoopen,it

wassomeladystandingatmydoorstep.Ihave

neverseenherbefore..Shedidn'tlookgood,



shelookedpaleandabitsick..

Me:MayIhelpyou?Andhowdidyougetin

withoutpressingtheintercom?

Her:ReallyNazo?

Me:Pardon?

Her:MayIcomein?

Me:Whoareyou?Andhowdoyouknowme?

Shewasn'tevil...Icouldn'tsenseanyevil

aroundher..

Her:Excuseme

Shepushedmeoutofthewayandwalkedin

Me:Whoareyou?

Her:It'sMeNazo..It'sHelena

Me:What??

Myjawdropped..Iclosedthedoor..

Me:Helena?



Her:Hi

Sheheldontothekitchencounter,preventing

herselffrom falling..

Me:Wha??How??

Her:Shewasdead..Iusedherbodyasavessel

Me:Youpossessedadeadperson?

Her:Ididn'tpossessher..Wellnotinsomany

ways,shewasdeadalreadywhenIenteredher

body.Restassuredshe'snotfrom aroundhere

Me:Aren'tyousupposedtobeinPurgatory?

Her:Iescaped

Me:Youescaped?YouescapedPurgatory?

Her:Let'stalkaboutyouforgettingme..

Thoughtwewereateam,Partner!

Me:DammitHelena!Ramielcouldbeanywhere

rightnow

Her:Ik..I..I..



ShecollapsedandIrushedtoher..

Me:Helena..

Igentlypulledherhairbackthatwascrowding

herface..

Me:Heywakeup..Wakeup

Sheslowlyopenedhereyes..

Me:Youalright..I'm here

Her:Thinkthebodyistoo..Ithinkthebodyis

tooweaktocontainme..I..

Me:Itsokay..Youdon'thavetosayanything

Shesmiledandthenclosedhereyesagain...

Ilookedather..

Me:Iknewthatyouwerecrazy..Ineverknew

youwerethiscrazy..

Her:Naz-

Me:ShhhhIgotyou



Sheheldontomefordearlife..

Her:Don'tletthem..Don'tletheavengettome

Iheldhertight...

Me:It'sokay..Wegoingtothinkofsomething..

Yougoingtobeokay

Inmylifeofbeingapreacherandhealer,thisis

themosthardestthingthatIhadtodealwith..

IAM NAZOBUTHELEZI,ANDTHIS..THISIS

ANOTHERSTORM ONOURPEACEFULLIVES.I

HOPEWESHALLGETTHROUGHTHISTOO

*********THEEND***********


