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Insert 1

Ndumlso got off the taxt followed by a lady
and closedl the door as the taxt drove off.

The lady smiled greeting him and they
started walking whilst chatting.

They passed by the tuckshop and greeted the

few guys seated on the crates playing cards
and continued walking.
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Ladg: (stopped walking) walt You've Noaumlso
from w)?

NAumLso: ' not sure about the W) part but |

OUESS SO.

Ladg: [ See.

she chuckled softly recognizing him from the
pletures she once saw from a cevtain girl tn
their village. Actually a Lot of girls kinew him
from her because he was all she spolkee albout
Aduring thetr meetings.



Looking at his features she was also gonna go
crazy aating someone Like him.

They turned to the sandy road and approached
the cliff and he frowned placing his palm over
his foreheno as the sun bounced on it. A
shallow smile spread across his foce when he
saw o few women disappearing tnto the thick
forest carrying thelr plows coming from thelr
flelds. That was a conflrmation enough that
he was back homee.

Even with the recent developments of the
electricity that has just been connected the
trees anol thelr flelds on the other side of the



village still remained unaffected. It confused
him though as to how did they manage to keep
thelr trees from betng cut off and have the
transformers connected on the other side.

The community must've refused to have the
forest destroyed which was golng to affect
thelr ancestors. It was crazy but everyone
believed that the forest and some of the trees tn
the village symbolised thelr ancestors and
Losing them would meean Losing thetr Ldentity.

Even though others complained about ghosts
L the forest destroying it was out of the
question.



La&%: ' here.

He turned to her and nodded thew bid farewell
to her before proceeding with his way.

He veleased a sigh of velief when he saw thelr
home but his rellef was short Lived when his
eyes tell on thelr nelghbor coming out of a
burning hut supporting herself with the wall.



He went to her and helped her walk to the other
house then went to Look for water after placing
his bag wicely on the grass.

He put off the fire and rubbed his eyes
coughing enlessly.

He went back to the old woman as she crawled
out of the house coughing and he crouched

Lifting her P,



MaMpanza: Dld You manage to put it off?

Noumiso: Yes the hut is fine but your stuff
has been burnt,

MaMpanza: Thank You. May God bless You. |
was trying to make something to eat Nhlahla
was Late for school so she couldn't malke it.

Nauwmlso: ' sorvy to heayr that.

She grinned and sat on a plastic chatr as he
helped her drinke water. She leaned back and
brushed her wrinkled face frustrated. Her
stomach rumbled and she vubbed her eyes



blurring her viston even further as they got
move reddish.

Ndumiso: (s there something | can do for You?

MaMpanza: You've done more than enough
You can't mess up Your expensive clothes. 'm
sure vy granddaughter will be here soon.

N ol umLso: Actmttg [ don't mlind.

MamMpanza: (coughed) You can make soft
porvidge. Bverything is tn that cupboard.



She polnted at one of the cupboards.

He went to take his bag thew started preparing
something to eat for her.

Mowents Later her granddaughter arvived and
she held the straps of her backpacke tighter
quickening her footsteps when he heavd her
orandmother's Laughter which she mistaken
for something else.



sShe swallowed and vubbed her teary eyes then
plckeed a Lighter wood frome the flrewoods next
to thelr traditional hut. She wasn't golng to
begy and cry again seeing them taking
advantage of his sick grandmother.
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She dropped her backpack and got Lnside the
house. Ndumiso stood up holding two bowls
and without any second thought she Litted her
arms about to hit him. He dropped the metallic
bowls and held the wood pushing her back as
she Lost balance and fell hitting the back of
her head on the 200 buclkeet.
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She shut her eyes 1w, LazLLg opm@d them

orinning as tnvistble SPArRS cltreled her
disoriented face.

Her grandmother rubbed her eyes Looking at
them.

MaMpanza: what Ls golng on?

Nhlahla: He tried to kill mee.



Ndumiso: If [ wanted to RILL you believe me
you'll be dead. wWhat were You trying to do
anywiy) ¢

She clicked her tounge and got up rubbing the
back of her head.

Nhlahla: what was he dotng herve gogo?

MaMpanza: He was helping me.

Nhlahla: He came out of nowhere and helped
Yous



N ol umlso: You've crazy ang LE's ot even
cute. (to her grandmother) Ntomb'endala Let
mee Leave 'L see You tOVALOYYOW.

Nhlahla: You're not..

Ndumiso: (a nnoy ed) Angllhuluml nawe
WEeNnQA.

MamMpanza: It's 0%@&15 my bogj. Thank You so
much may God bless You.

He smiled briefly and pieked his bag then Left.



Nhlahla Looked at hive as he brushed his
dreadlocies to the back and walkeo out of thelr

pate.

She saw his expemsl\/e wateh on the table and
sat doww taking Lt tnto her hands.

Nhlahla: Gooo what was a man Likke him
dotng here?

MaMpanza: He saw the hut on five thewn helped
e put the flre off.

Nhlahla: (suprlsed) That's all? He didn't try
Otv%th/u/\,@?



MaMpanza: No he didn't. He actually wmade
me something to eat. He's a sweet soul

Spowsorm

he's Mdletshe's eloest som ' sure You RINOW
them.

Nhlahla: So he didn't do W\Mth/wx@ Wrong?



MaMpanza: No (stood up) Let e go and Lie
down my eyes are ttehy and 'm tired.

She helped her to her room and rewoved her
shoes thew she got on bed and Latd on the side.

At Nodumlso's honee. ..

His mother dropped her plow and fixed her
plnafore as he chuckled hugging her.



MaZikhal: Your tshirt (s going to get dirty.

Nouniso: Forget about the tshivt. How are You
dolng queen?

MaZikhall: e fine. You Look so grown and
beautiful but skinny.

He placed his fist over his mouth laughing
and shook his head walking to the main house
whtlst holding her hand. 1t was always the
same thing with her he was always skinny on



her eyes. Mayle Lt a mother's thing he has
beew Lifting weights for a while mow so being
skinny was Lmpossible.

He placed his bag own the chalr and started
maring tea for his meother whislt asking her
about the Nowandwe family. He sighed sadly
whew he heavd the veason for Nhlahla's

outburst.

Noumiso: What are the police saying?



MazZikhall: Those useless people. They don't
trust them some even went as far as saying
Nhlahla ts making up stories because she's
seekking leverage so that she can blackmatl
them Linto giving them money for food.

Nouwmiso: What?

MaZikhall: It's expected thouah those men
drinke with the police kRwaMzobe so they won't
avvest thetr drinking buodies.

He scoffed Ln disbeliet and placed the tray
Lnfront of her whilst thinking of ways to help
those defenceless wonmen.



MazZikhall: Don't do anything stuptd.

Nowmliso: (faked a smile) [ won't.

MaZtikhall: I'm sertous. | don't kinow the
things they taught you tn Joburg but don't do
anything stupld. 1t'LL be easy for them to
arvest You thaw to arvest those raplsts. Treadl
carefully.

Noumlso: | hear you.



He took his house keys from the room divider
then wallkeed to his house next to the gate. He
pushed the door open and saw his high school
olrlfriend Thembalami walking to the viver
holding an empty bucket. She saw him and
walked awny. Minutes Later his phone rang
as he settled on bed thew he shook his head
chuckling tn disbelief when he vealised that
Thembalamt was calling him.

it has been Years that ship has long satled she
should get the hint and keep moving. He bent
removing his sneakers and thew Latd on his
back pressing his phone.
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At Nodumiso's honee. ..



The next otag he finlshed raking the 50{1/0( anol
wewnt to feteh a wheelbarvow as Thembalamdl
wallkeed over.

He stohed and started Loading the grass on the
wheelbarvow.

She smiled nervously looking at his muscles
maneuvering as he Lifted his arms
stratghtening thew dropped the grass on the
wheelbarrow.



Themtbalanal: Hey.

Noumlso: Laml.

Thembalamdl: You've been Lgnoring my calls.

Nodumlso: Oh...

He continued cleaning until he was done
whilst she watched hime admiring his darvi
chocolate skl as sweat went down s sp”me.



He washed his hanos and wiped his face with o
towel thew drank water from the bottle.

Thembalamtl: We weed to talk.

He wallked to his house holding a bucket full
of water then placed it bn his house as anger
bulld wp.

Noumiso: What ave You doing here?



Thembalamd: | thought...

Nduwmiso: Thought what?..Huh?..What? | don't
appreciate what you've doting. Coming to my
foather's house as if You owwn Lt needs to stop. |
was golng to call you whew [ get time vight
now ['m busy.

Thembalanl: You weren't busg whew | come Lin
here.

Ndumlso: What was [ doling? Dancing?

Themtbalamal: | still Love You Nl



Ndumiso: | also do but You don't see e
acting oesperate for attention. | kmnow where
You stay and [ have your number. Can You
please Leave before someone sees You? | don't
want to disrespect my mother really.

Thembalanil: om@ 'Ll see You Latey.

Ndumiso: Maylbe tonorrow. Today 'm gotng
to St Lucia 'L be theve till Late job related.

Themtbalanil: You're workiing?

Noumiso: Something Like that. Ll eall you.



She nodded and stepped closer kissing his Lips
he stghed and kissed her back as she rested her
hawnds on his bave chest. He broke the kiss and

fakeo a swile thew cleaveo his throat seeing
Nhlahla behind them.

N ol umlso: Hey | dLown't see You theve.

Nhlahla: 1 browght Your wateh.

She handed it to hive feeling Thembalamdi's
eyes on her.



Ndumlso: Thank you.

She wodded dropping her eyes as he chuckled
softly looking at her shiny face. He wasw't
awavre that people still used vaseline to lotion
thelr faces. Her face was smooth though with a
bit of blackheads heve and there. She must've
beew the type who steamed frequently no skin
routine whatsoever.

Nhlahla: (s everytiing wrong?



Ndumlso: No aren't you Late for school?

Nhlahla: e not | still have an hour before Mmy
eXam stavts.

Noumiso: How ts Your grandmother dotng?

Nhlahla: Flne.

Themtbalamt cleaved her throat and rested her
hanos on her )/1@]35 ’meatlewt.



Nhlahla brought her hawnds together
apologlzing,.

Nhlahla: v sorvy for disturbing you.
Thembalamdi: [t's fine You can Leave.
Ndumlso: Oh is...

Themwtbalandl: You'll come some other e
Nhlahlenhle.

Noumiso: Bye Nhlahla 'l go and check up
Your grandmother Later if You dow't mind.



she swallowed feeling wneasy about him. He
was still a man afterall.

Nowmiso: (E's okay goodluck on Your exam.

She wooded and Left. Thembalamd clucked
turniing to hime as he walked tinstde his house.



Thembalaml: What was that? Ave You sleeping
with her? [s that why You're giving me a cola
shoulder?

Nauwmlso: No.

Thewtbalaml: Don't Lie...

Nodumlso: If Yow're asking me then no and iof
you've telling me thew that's on You. It has got
nothing to do with me.

Themtbalanal: ( Love You.



He stghed and held her hands.

Ndumtso: And | do too but can You please
understand me. 'm not that teenage boy

aoain

Spomsomd



goodluck on Your exam.

She wodded and Left. Thembalaml clucked
turniing to him as he walked tnstde his house.

Thembalaml: wWhat was that? Ave You sleeping
with her? (s that why yow're giving mee a cold
shoulder?

Naumlso: No.

Themtbalaml: Don't Lie...



Ndumiso: If You're asking me thew no and if
you've telling me thew that's on You. It has got
nothing to do with wme.

Themtbalanl: [ Love You.

He stghed and held her hands.

Ndumiso: And | oo too but can You please
understanod me. ' not that teenage bog
agaLn You can't come n here Liike this. You've



making me feel uncomfortable and [ don't
LLlee that.

Thembalamt: we've still fine?

N oA UmLSo: Yes we're.

She hugged him as he volled his eyes hugging
her back. She was being dramatic for nothing,.

She broke the hug and went back to the river
and took her laundry golng back home.



At Themtbalaml's house. ..

sShe hang her clothes on the Line and plekeed
her basin them went to thelr house.

Her friend Khanyisile sat on the chalr as she
started undressing and bathed.



meglsﬁtez Nou wown't oo You Llilke that
espectally with someone Like Nhlahla. That
girl ts platn and dirty with these vape
allegations they usually make no guy will
fall for her.

Thembalaml: Yow didn't see the way he wos
Looking at her. [t was warm Like something,
was meelting tnstde him. | don't want to Lose
hive to that girl. Ndumiso will spon get a job
and take vee out of this village. I | Lose him |
might as well forget about ever leaving this
place. Mngeh | want to platt my hatr with
expensive hatrplece ano put on make up.
Noumiso Ls smart and capable of golng far tn
Lite. 1 have to be by his stde. 1 won't get lucky
twice | have to act now.



She thoughtful reached for her towel and
wirapped her body with it thew slid her feet on
her flip flops. A thought hit her and she smiled
then stopped whew she saw that her plan was
Lmpossible.

Thembalami: Mwngeh | meade a mlstalkee. [ did it
wtth Musa.

Khanyisile: How? [ thought the guy wasn't
worthy enough.



Thembalami: [ wanted to experience sex and
Nodu wasn't coming back. He's a very
traditional person. If he Leavn that he's the one
who did it he will Love wee meove.

meglslte: BuUt how can You be so
Lrresponstble? Now we have to do damage
control. He can't flnd out the truth.

Themwtbalanil: True but how?

Khanytsile: UL give you my eream anol you'll
apply it dowwn theve. (£ hurt though because
the cremm will tighten Your muscles so bad
that penetiration will be worse than breaking
Your VLrglnity.



Thembalamil: 1t's worth tt. Nolumlso Ls worth
everything and wmore. I'LL take it.

Khanyisile: UL get it for you. This afternoon
we should go to the viver and wait for that
dirty thing. You man won't get taken by her
whtlst you've here never.

Thembalamdi: Definitely. [ won't stand by and
wateh her playing house with my man.

She ran vaseline on her Lips and applied ponds
on her face then Looked for one of her beautiful
dresses L the trunk.



At Nhlahla's house...

Ndwmiso and his frienod Niostnaml placed
the flrewoods next to the hut and dusted thelr
hawnds.

Niostmamdi: i only we were doing this for the

i Laws | would be very mpp@ to help but we're
not.



Noumiso: Not everything Ls about glrls Namu
hawu.

Nlkostnamil: AL sukd.

They washed thelr hands and went to the
house where they found MamMpanza seated
crocheting something with her big glasses on.

Noumlso: Ntomdb'ewdala we've downe.



She smiled and fixed her glasses before
sending her hand to her breast and took out
her wallet.

MaMpanza: How much do You charge? |
usumt@ PAY R150 | don't lkmnow about You.

Noumlso: [E's olfeag. You don't have to PAY us.
If there's nothing else we would Like to go.



MaMpanza: No | think we've fine for now.
Thank You.

He nodded and stood up thew they reached for
thelr t-shirts and putted them on after
making sure that thetr vests weve clean.

They stood up walking to the door and a guy
staggered n smelling like brewery. They
stopped walking and Looked at him as he tried
to stand still realising that she had company
that day.



He wasw't familiar with theme and from their
cologmnes e could tell these weren't his partners
n crtmee. They all knew each other ana these
guys were not part of them.

Noumlso: (aatmtg) can we help You?

Guy: Can  have...water...yes...l wanked water...
NOAUMLSD: ASLLAWD.

QUY: But...

Noumiso: Astnawo now get the stepplng,.



He removed his cap and walkeol out as velief
covered her body sending a warm feeling in
her heavt. For the fivst time bn a while she was
going to rest. After that one surely more were
coming. The thought of them leaving her all
alone sent tears to her eyes but she took a deep
breath and swallowed a Lump bn her throat
before she continued crocheting.

Ndunmiso and his friend excused themselves
and Left.



Nkostnami: What if they go back?

N oA UmLSo: Tl/leg Wown't.

Nlkeosinanil: Awnd You Rnow that?

Noumiso: Yes. You Rnow where that guy Lives
roht?

Nkostnamtl: Yea h.

Nauwmtiso: Right we'll cheek out his house
when we get back.



They continued walking whilst he thought of
2 way to deal with that guy. He had to make
sure that nothing traced back to him. But one
thing for sure he was golng to punish all of
themt. He desplsed vaplsts and what they were
dotng to that woman was tnhumane. How does
2 guy get a havd on for someone that old
anyways? People are veally wicked out there!!
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In the forest...



Niosinaml saw a snake wrapped itself around
a tree branch and tapped Nduwmiso on his back
showing hive the snake. He Looked at it for
some tlme thew continued walkiing,.

He bit his lower Lip thoughttully and turned
back to it

NiRostnamt: What are You oolng?

Ndumiso: How far are we?



Nkosinamdi: Not far..what are You doing?
Nduwmliso: Taking Lt with me.
Niostnamdl: A fuckin snake?!!

Noumiso: Yes in that way | can get the job
done without getting my hands dirty.

Nleosinanil: It's still o snalke.

Noumtso: And he's still o mp’ust what Ls Your
polwt.

Nkostnamdi: What Uf it bites You?



Nolumiso: It teeth ave Locked and | know just a
way to get Lt to him without hurtiing us.

Nlkostnamil: Even on t/ tmg USE...

Ndumlso: (avu/\,ogeo{) Do You See i Camera here?
Stop telling me about useless tvs and help me
o step back if You won't.

He stepped closer to the tree carveful not to make
notse andl alert Lt He took a deep breath and
rubbed his sweaty pabms together reminding
himselt wihy he was doing this. His mother
stayed alone stince his father was working tn
Pletermaritzburg what if he actually got a job



away from home and those wicked men come
for his own mother?

The thought of his mother in the mercy of
someone his age fueled his anger giving him
move strenoth and he swallowed and held Lt

He walked back and Nikostnamt van away
Leaving hime behind as he paced up behind him.



Nkosinamli: What if it....

Noumlso: Nikostnami Newbe futeg!!

He lkept quiet and Led the way.

At the guy's house...



He took a sip own his black Label beer them
dropped the bottle on the floor thew got on bed
with his shoes on. He was very horny and
drunik at the some thme. (€ was a pity he
couldn't go back.

He Lazltg um,zﬁppeo{ his wet pants awnol toolke out
his manhooo. He sLowLa stroked Lt whtlst
thinking of his last sexual intercourse.

That dreadlocks guy wasn't golng to stop him
he wos golng back the next day. He coulon't
depend on his hawd forever.

He grunted with his eyes closed enjoying his
hondiworke. After o while he veached his peak



and sighed tn velief then burped before
dropping his heao on the pillow whilst chewiing
then slept.

Outside his mother spilled the water she was
using to wash dishes with her granddaughter
strapped on her back. She went back to the
house whilst cursing as Noumiso and his
friend waited for the yard to clear up.



His sister hang her school shivt and socks on
the fence them went to the main house.

Nikostnami: Don't bring that thing closer.

Noumlso: I'va not stt/qzloi.

NRoslnamL: Mgataz’u Lhoboshe kahle wena.

Ndumiso: (lmpatient) Ngilidedele khona
stzolazl Rangcono?

Nleostmaml: (swallowed) No.



Naumiso: Good check the coast. ' coming.

He rushed to his house and got Lin. He Looked at
hime Laying on bed and clenched his jaws
feeling move angyrier. The snake moved its
body wanting to break free. He did a count
dowwn thew placed it on the headboaro before
stepplng back. (t wrapped itself arownd his
arme and thew did a hiss sound again thew bit

Nt o LS neck.

Naumlso rushed out Leaving hime alone as it
locked it teeth on his neck. He woke up from
his sleep and his eyes fell on it wrappea



around his arm as his neck got numlb. He
sereamed pulling it away from him.

Everyone got out of thelr houses and ran to his
howse. The nelghbors rushed to them as they
got alerted by his painful scream as his
mother's cries followed.

Owne of the woman saw Nolumiso runining
with his friend

Spowsored



check the coast. I'me coming,.

He rushed to his house and got tn. He Looked at
hime Laying on beo anel clenched his jaws
feellng move angyrier. The snake moved tts
body wanting to break free. He did a count
down thew placed it on the headboard before
stepping back. it wrapped itself around his
arme and thew did a hiss sound again thew bit
hime on his neck.



Ndumlso rushed out leaving hime alone as it
Locked Lt teeth on his neck. He woke up from
his sleep and his eyes fell on it wrapped
dround his avme as his neck got mumlb. He
screamed pulling it away from him.

Everyone got out of thelr houses and ran to his
house. The neighbors rushed to them as they
got alerted by his painful scream as his
mother's cries followed.



owe of the woman saw Nolumlso riunniing
with his friend she followed thew wanting to
see thelr faces. He tripped and fell on a Llog
hurting his ankle. Nkosinamdl pulled hinme up
and hang his avme on his shoulder walking
with hime as he dragoed his leg. The woman
stghed ano went back before she missed move
action. She couldn't afford to come up with
ke news to her friends the next day.

Nikosinamt: You good?

Noumiso: (grinmed stretching his leg) UL be
fine. Let's go.

Nlkeosinaml: It didin't hurt You roht?



Nouumlso: Nanmu please.

Nkosinanl: Sorvy.

He took a deep breath and continued walking.

Meawwhtile everyone stepped back with thelr
eyes poppedt out. Most of them have witnessed
people getting bitten by this type of snake tn
the flelds but not Like this.



A teenage boy ran to his mother and bent over
with his hands on his lkenees gasping for air...

Boy: The cav broke down on the way.

His mother: (crg’u/\,@} Oh Nl@osgaml what did |
do to deserve this? Go and check his police
friends.

He nodded and ran through the crowd as he
Latd L the maelddle wg'w»@ pmwfut wlth his



pants on his ankles. The welrd starves he was
oetting frome the people didw't matter to him
but the snake was. The feeling of tts skin on
his was even wmore scavier. Maybe God was
punishing hinme from hurting people but Gool
doesn't Juolge people so bt wasn't Him.

He teaved his tshivt with his one arme as his
neck turned green.

Maw 1: Flnod something and tie him.



Womawm 1: It's meosglbte slince the snalke bit
hime one the neclke. ('L bloclke his a'wwag.

He gasped for air as his chest tightened. He
breathed heavily seetng his Life flash before his
eyes anol clenched his jaws in pain.

His bod@ shoolke uwcomtmttabtﬁ ns the velns on
his forehead erected.

He gagoed and shook harder as the police car
approached.



His mother: Please talke hine to the cav... (to her
daughter) Bring my hanaobag.

Everyone shook thelr heads stepping back.
What if they touched hime and the snake bit
themt too?

Two officers jumped off and rushed to him.
They saw the snaike and swallowed then
plekeed him up as foav covee out from his



mouth. His eyes volled to the back and his
mother got at the back with hivm and they
closed the door and drove off...

womawn 2: lnto zabantu Llezt nootht ngasho.

woman =: [lumbo ugobo akaze noilkkbone
pkunje.

Womam 1: Tlﬂeg should consult this Ls a

SerLlous abomination!!

(e the viver...



Later that day Ndumiso placed his kinee ontop
of the bucket and Looked at Nihlahla as she
shiyly looked down unable to hold his gaze.

Noummlso: Ave You QLW&IMS LLleg this?

Nhlahla: t want to leave. My grandmother is
alone | can't Leave her for too Long.

Noumlso: Let me walke You honte.



Nhlahla: { can't allow that. Please don't
complicate things for me.

He ratsed his eyebrows and shrugged stepping
closer to her. Hev heart poww{eo{ s she
swallowed o Llump L her 0{% throat.

He touched her hatr and pulled a few strands
stretehing them. He smiled tmpressed...



Noumiso: Why aren't yow platting your hatr?

Nhlahla: | don't have mowne...l don't want to.

Nodumlso: Can | PaY for Your haty?

Nhlahla: (frowned) Hun?

Ndumiso: How about | talkee You to the salown
tomorvrow?

Nhlahla: My grandmotier won't allow that.

Ndumlso: Malke a pL&m. 'Ll see You tomorrow.



He plekeed the bucket and placed it on her head
as Thembalaml walkeo over with her friends.
They stopped n thetr tracks Looking at hitm
holding the bucket and her arme with the other
hand. Thembalaml scoffed L disbelief anod
attewmpted to walk to them.

Khanylsile: You can't do that. He coulad get
angry and take her side. You'll get her some
other timee.

Thenwtbalaml: You've right. But this tsn't over!!



ng wallkeed back...

Nhlahla closed her eyes feeling his minty
breath fanning her face as his deep volce
vibrated from his throat. Why was he

whispering again?

He chuckled softly and stepped back wiping
his Lower Lip. He was coming onto her too hara

andl he had to reprimand himself. Damn she



was too nnocent handle with cave type of
things!

Noumlso: See You tomorrow Nhlahlenhle.

Nhlahla: (didn't agree.

Noumlso: Yow didn't disagree either. Goodbye.

She smiled shyly anol wallkeed away s he
smiled back and walked back howe. What he
was doing felt wrong but thew that was wheve
the fun was!!
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At Nodumlso's honee. ..

MazZikhall knocked on Ndumliso's house and
stepped back with her hands rested on her
walst. She scoffed in disbelief and shook her
head biting her Lower Lip. It couldn't be hime not
her Lnnocent boy. what has Joburg turned him
into? she stlently prayed that her suspielons
Were Wrong.



Ndumiso wore his pants and stretehed himself
opening the door thew stepped out greeting her.

MaZLkhall: Someone died was Lt You?

NAUmLSo: (meeo{) Ma?

MaZlkhall: Hey! Answer me.

Noumlso: Answer what because | don't even
understand what are You talking about?

MaZikhall: A few days ago [ spoke to You
about this and Yow satd You understood but



one of those guys turms up dead how
colncetdental Ls that?

Ndumiso: Ma | don't lknow what You're
tallking about.

MaZikhall: You didwn't RLLL him? Others sald
lt's o snake but others belleve that the snalke
Was pta nted Lt that house.

Ndumlso: | don't understand but the planting
of the snake part Ls ridiculous. | thought



snakes were dangerous who the hell Ls copable
of holding a snake?

MaZikhall: Other people can Lt's dangerous
but possible.

Nowmlso: [ didn't do it If that's what You
think.

MaZ Lkhalt: Ave You sure? Son You can't
ENAANG)Er YOUY ...

Notumiso: Mall [ didn't do Lt wWhy would |
riske my Life for a vaplst?



She looked at him in the eyes as he looked at
her with a stralght face. Maylbe he was right!
she sighed and dropped her eyes feeling
ashamed. How could she accuse her son of

muroler?

MazZikhall: [ thought you did Lk, Bverything
polnted to You.

Noauwmlso: | understand.

MaZikhall: Your breakfast is tn the
mierowave. UL cook Your favorite meal when |
oet back.



She fixed her doek and the scarf over her
shoulders walking away. She stopped ana
turned...

MazZikhall: There's some money n the room
divider Lf it happens You go to St Lucia today
buy fruits for me and keep the change.

Nolwmlso: (chickled) No 'me flne thanks.

MazZtkhalt: om%.



He shook his head and went back tnside. AlL
of this because she didn't want to apologize.
God bless our African mothers.

His phowne Vibrated on the bedside table
indicating a wessage from his friend.

He reached for his phone and went to take a
plss whilst veading 'l spoke to someone Lin
Durban tn accommodating You. Bverything
LS sorted.”



He smtled and went back tnstde. n a week he
had to be tn Durban and he couldn't Leave
whtlst danger was still voaming arouwnd the
corvidors nobody was safe.

Thew there was Nhlahla she was left with one
exame and that sent a wave of velief over him.

He texted Nhlahla and weade his bed "Get
reacty we're Leaving n 2 hours. That should be
enough.”



Nhlahla: ' wot Leaving.

Noumiso: e coming to Your house then.

Nhlahla: You con't do that.

Noumlso: Wateh me.

He put his phone back on the charger and
started preparving for the day ahead.



At Nhlahla's house...

She stood up and went to wash the cow dung
off her hands and rinsed the basin as her
orandmother sat on the reedmat wnder the tree
enjoylng her tea.

She poured water Ln the basin as her stomach
turned tnto kinots. She has never Lied to her
orandotiher before ano she didn't kinow where
to start. From the Little he lewew about
Ndumiso she couldn't really say he was

blutfing.



She undresseo at the back of thelr house and
started bathing. Why wasn't she standing her
ground LLke she always did to other guys?

But thew this wasn't other guys this was
Nodumlso. The guy with a soft smile and those
sharp eyes that sent electrifying waves to her
Jolnts.

Were all the guys from the urban arens Like
him or what? Nlkostnaml wasw't Like that
though. Maybe it was a just him moguy
really did the things that malke the pots to be

undone.



She finished and wrapped a towel around her
body and put on her flip flops before going
back to the house.

She opened thelr metal trunk and searched for
something to wear te was always clean and
smelling expensive she coulodn't afford to
dlsoppoLnt.

At Thembalaml's house...



Khonylistle placed her empty bucket on the
shiny stoep before walking tnside the house
wheve she found Thembalamd bathing.

Khoanylstle: You've bathing? | thought we'll go
and feteh water in the morning.

Themtbalaml: \We've

Spomsomd



| can't go there without bathing. Ndu s an
early oirod walking next to thetr home still
dirty ts wrong.

Khany Lsile: ttj ust water.

Thembalaml: [ kinow but | can't risk anything
at the moment. ' sure he's useol to beautiful
girls tn Joburg who bath 5 times a day | have
to lkeeep up with them.

Khanyisile: If you say so.



She wiped her body and took the virginity
creame and applied tt on her vaguna as her
vaging dried up when her muscles constricted.

She pushed her finger deeper and flinched
feeling a minor discomfort.

Themtbalamd: (s it supposed to be Lilee this?

Kmv%isﬁte: Yes er@ Mo needs to bath
before they go to Mtheza's house apparently he
was bitten b@ a snalke Mestem{aﬁ.



Themwtbalamil: Mtheza? Mtheza? Your Mtheza?

Khha V\M’LSLL@: He was not e he chose his
babg VALAVLA OVEY VLE.

Themwitbalanil: But still. ..

Khha V\MLSLL@: Hagl Caml!!

She shrugged and veached for her Lroned oress
putting Lt on and went to spill water outsioe
thew took her bucket and they Lleft.



At St Luela. ..

Nodumiso hang up and went tnstde the salon
wheve the hatrdresser was Laying down
Nhloahla's edoes. She fixed her face and swiled
shitting away from her face as she smiled at
the mivror admiring herself. She was
beautiful and different it was the flrst thme
petting her hatr done and Lt felt fulfilling in
a way. she felt Llike a glrl from movies as
Ndwmiso paid for her thew Leaned over resting
his chin on her neck.



Noumiso: You goodd?
Nhlahla: Yeah.

Ndumiso: After You.

she gigoled and stood up thew he put his arm
avound her waist walking out. She softly

reveoved his arm avound her feeling everyone's
eyes on her.

She was cevtain that everyone was wondering
what was she doing with an old man Like

Noumiso. His body made things worse his big



arms wade her feel younger than she already
Were.

What Uf people were assuming that they were
doting? He patd for her hatr surely they were
dating. But she was supposed to make him
walt or else she was golng to Look Like a Lose

and tmnoral glrl.

He Led her to a seatood vestaurant and pulled o
chaty for her before calling a waltey.



Noumiso: What are You thinking about?
Nhlahla: Nothing.
Noumiso: Really now?

Nhlahla: (sighs) Okay what does this mean?
You didn't say anything to me except for
asking to pay for my hair and now Yyou took
me to an expensive restanrant. Are You
expecting sex tn return?

Nodumilso: (Leaned baclke) Let's covvect the sex
part if twanted sex from You. | wasn't goning
pay for anything. As for saying anything do
You want me to say anything?



b#htahta:r#ot»vamkrgouun

Noumiso: Let us stick to no. Should | order for

50%?

Nhlahla: Yes.

She faked a swile as he placed thelr order
playing with her fingers. He sighed feeling
bad thew veached for her hands.



Noumiso: e sorvy. L LLke Yo okay and |
would Like it if You could be my girlfriend.

Nhlahla: No.

Noumlso: No?

Nhlahla: (lknod her head) Yes [ satd no.

NoAUmLso: \/\/1/15?

Nhlahla: Because Lt's too eWL@.



He chiuckled Letting go of her hands. He kino
of expected that from someone Liike her but he
wasw't taking no for an answer espectally
sbinee he was going to Durban the following
week for work. And besides he wasn't atype to
beg) baby girl better Lek hine Ln or else he was
bulldozing his way to that heart.

He reached for his phone and took a picture of
her as she covered her face with her hands. He
tooke more pletures baby girl was cute her
cornrows wade her Look even more beautiful.
For sonee veason her natural beauty was more
appealing to her her caring and soft heart was
a bonus. This was someone who was capable of
marLng the house a home should they have



_ids she was surely gowna take care of them
like any good mother would.

NAUMLSD: You Rinow You gonng e miine
roht?

Nhlahla: [...1.we...but..

Noumtso: Whoever sald that was L@Lw@.

Nhlahla: Satd what?



The waiter placeol thelr food Lnfront of them
ano Noumlso po’wuc@d at her plate with that
smatle that meade her 51/15.

Nolumiso: Emd'og Your menl.
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At Nodumlso's honee. ..

He opened the door and rubbed his eyes
Looking at his father infront of him.



Noumiso: Msindazwe? When did You get
here?

Msindazwe: Last night | assumed Yow were
sleeping so | didn't want to wake You up.
wash your face and put on something we need
to go to the fields.

He Looked at his overalls and gumboot then
stohed.

NAUMLED: (S ot ComLing?



Msindazwe: My wife Ls tired she needs to rest.
we'll OVLL@ carvy the sweet potatoes 0,
bananas

Noumiso: But father...

Mstndazwe: Ll wot argue with you Nodumliso.
Your mother Ls not golng to pay people whilst
we've here. Let's go. I'LL come and get You tn 10

MLILEES.

He turned and Left hinme there as he brushed his
face thew got nstde. He quickly made his bed
and washeo his face thew brusheod his teeth
before wallking out after sending a text to his
olrlfriend.



He went to the main house rubbing his hands
together. His father saw hime and stoodl up.

Mslndazwe: Take the wheelbarvow.

MaZtkhall: wWe don't greet each other
(Zl/\/g ovre?

N uumiso: Sorry ma. !'mjust tlred.



Msindazwe: That's so unfortunate because
when we get back you've gotng to Kiwula.

Noumlso: Father | have plans.

Msindazwe: Cawncel then.

He put on his beante and walked out as his
father followed behind him.

At the tual@gm}s...



Thentbalaml took the wosquito colls and
wrapped thev with a newspaper walking away
as Niostnamdt followed her.

He recharged his atrtbme and dropped the slip
thew continued walking,.

Nlkosinamdi: You look different.

Themtbalanil: | lkmnow.

Nkostnamdi: ALl of this for My friemd who
doesn't cave.



Themtbalaml: Ano You care?

Nlkkosinaml: You Rnow | do.

Thembalanil: Reauw NOW?

Niosinamdl: We both kinow that Ndu doesn't
want You. Following him Like this will only
turn hime off move.

Themtbalanal: You know nothing about us.
Nolu Loves mee he's just confused.

Nikosinamdi: He ended things with you for a
reason. Stop acting despernte Lamt why are
You refusing to see the light?



Thembalaml: (rolled her eyes and stopped
walking) Look [ kinow You think there's o
chance for us to be something but there lsn't.
Accept that and Live with it Ndumiso Loves e
so muceh he's just confuseol Joburg does that to

peopte.

Nkosinaml: He's not confused he doesn't want
you. Blackmatling him tsn't gonna Reep hin.
You have to understand one thing about guys
we've never confused. We can cheat do all the
unspeaable sh*t but we kinow who we Love. It's
etther we Love You or we don't there's no tn
between. Forelng Yourselt down his throat
Lsn't golng to help you. Accept that he doesn't
want You and move on. Watting for him Like
this tsw't gonwna lmprove Your Life. 5 Yyears



Later Yow'll still be heve waiting for him to stop
betng confused whilst he progress in Life.

She swallowed Looking at htm as he staveo
back at her. God kwnew how muceh he Loved her
and It pained him to see the way she was self
destructing. She was living for someone who
dlown't even cave about her.

After failing her watric she just became
another village girl who basked tn the sun all
day and gossiped about the people who were
trying to better their Lives whilst they waited
for a knight in shinling armour to take them
out from the village.



He faked a swile and turned brushing his
foce and Looked at her trying to act strong.

NRostnami: If You Like [ can give You the
forms to apply for...

Themtbaloaml: No.

Nkosinamdi: You didwn't allow me to flnish.

Themtbalanl: | don't want to hear tt. Namd |
Rinow how guys operate You badmouth each
other when You want to betmg each other. |



won't allow You to use me Lilee that ' not
that natve and | kinow my worth. So whatever
You think will happen between us forget about
Lt. Don't be that guy.

Nleosinaml: You Runow 'mt not LLlee that. | owtw
want the best for You.

Thembalamdi: The only best thing for me s
leaving this place.

He exhaled Licking his Lips as his heart
shattered. His throat diied up and tears filled
his eyes.



Nkostnamdi: (swallowed) You've right. 'm
sorry for stepping the Line.

He Left her there and she suclked her teeth then
continued walking as Nhlahla approached
with her classmates coming from school.

She Looked at the two girls with thelr tnked
shivts and smiled softly. A few years back
that was her whew she wrote her Last paper.



Her smile dissolved when she was Nhlahla's
beautiful face with her nicely plaited cornrows.
Where did she get the money to platt her hatr
because they've poor?

it can't be her man never because Uf it was she
was gonni oring hell own eavth. The vand was
gownna drop and the world was gonna stop
moving. sShe wouldn't dave. She clenched her
Jaws and tried to keep it cool she was golng to
find her Ln the viver she was golng to find her
L the viver confronting her at that thme was
oowng to oo South and she didn't want that.

She greeted them and passed as Nhlahlo
squinted her eyes looking at her. it was her she



had completely forgotten about her. Why was
Ndumlso asking her out when he had a
olrlfriend? Or he wanted sexe

The Lollipop she was sucking suddenly Lost
taste and she took it out and thvew it away.
She felt Like unplaiting her hair at that very

WMLOVALEINE.

She thought of that sweet message he sent her
during the early hours of the morning and
clicked her tounge feeling dumber. The nigon
was acting he never Loved her. Who would
cheat on Thembalamt with someone Like hev?

At Nodumiso's honee. ..



Ndunmiso processed the payment for Nhlahla's
appt’watlow thewn tossed his Phone to the siole
sttting dowwn.

His father came from behino the house holding
a vake ana clicked his tounge walking to
Ndumiso as he laughed standing up.



Msindazwe: | won't stand for Your laziness. |
won't have my wife sleeping with snakes
because of the mind forest behina her house.

Ndumlso: [t's not a forest father.

Msindazwe: | don't carve. Flnlsh WP then You
COW vest.

Noaumlso: Father 'ma not 12 You have to
understand that.

Msindazwe: | don't care. Go ano finish up.



He Laughed and wiped his forehead then went
to finish up cleaning behind his mother's
house.

Later he emptied the wheelbarrow on the
rubbish pit thew saw Nhlahla going to the rviver
holding a buclket.

He went to s house and came out minutes
Later thew followed her. His father saw him
and chuekled.



Msindazwe: Plans are breathing tn Joburg.

I the viver...

Nhlahla picked up the bucket and placed it on
her aching head. She grinned and shut her
eyes taking tn the pain.



Ndumiso approached and her heart skipped a
bit as he smiled seelng her. For some reason
she Looked as if she wasw't happy to see him
which left hinme confused because the Last thme

he checkeed they were fine.

Nounmiso: Hey babe.
Nhlahla: Hi Nduwmtso.
Noumiso: ORayY. s everything okay?

Nhlahla: Yes. 'm LA O er@.



Ndwmiso: walt. wWhy are You sojumpg? '
talking to you.

Nhlahla: what are you saying?

He took the bucket off her head and she folded
her avms pouting. He pinched her cheelk
chucekling.

Nhlahla: what do You Wank?

Ndunmiso: Okay this lsn't funny anymore.
What Ls wrong with You? You don't get to do



that on and off sh*t on me. I've not goling to
tolevate a bitcoln wannabe.

Nhlahla: Oh really now? Whewn are you seetng
your glrlfriend when you've always following
me lLike o puppy?

Ndumiso: Darve come at me with that nonsense
again Nhlahlenhle ( dare you. t don't even
_inow what you're talking about but already
You've nsulting me. Don't try mee. [ won't even
beat you but 'Ll malke sure that you pee on
yourself. Angzwanl nomuntu ophaphayo

VWAL

Nhlahla: tsw't Thembalaml Your olrlfrienol?



Ndumlso: She's my ex. We broke up after [ Left
for W. was that all?

Nhlahla: But she satd she's your girlfriend.

Nouvlso: That's o her. ' not ils bog{rl@wd
' Your bog{riewd.

Nhlahla: (SV%LW You're not mineg.

NoumLso: Yes You've and [ don't deal with
people with fluctuating feelings. it you wanng
Rinow something ask me don't assume
whatever nonsense that only make sense in
your head. Let's go I'lL carry the bucket for
You. How Ls Your heaol?



Nhlahla: Still painful.

Noumiso: You need to get patnkillers. . how was
Your Last paper?

Nhlahla: Great.

He plekeed the bucket and starvted walking
taking the other voute. She blushed Looking at
his ‘boyfriend' in his overall and vest. She
asswmed that he must've been busy with
something and probably dropped it for her.
Maybe he did Love her atterall even though she
wasw't too sure. Why diot he dismiss their
argument Liike that?



He stopped a few meters from thelr gate and
turned to her.

Ndumiso: Yow'll be fine vight?

Nhlahla: Yes.

Noumiso: ORay. | got You something



He veached for his back pocket and took out o
PS written Be MY Bae and handed Lt to her.

she blushed and he chuckled softly raising
his eyebrows.

Noumlso: (smalled) Please be my bae.

She covered her face with her hawno glogling
SMULU She lewnew that tt was cheap Lt was the



way he was handling the whole thing that got
to her. That smile that smile!

Nhlahla: OR&I@.

Ndumlso: (smirieed) Oh yeah.

He Lleaned over and kissed her taking her by
suprise. She froze and her Lower Lip trembled as
he softly sucked on it. Okay this was her first
Rlss so he was gonna be her flrst. He stoppedt
as the thoughts of those guys violating her
filled his maind. He brushed her Lips with his



andl kRissed her again pushing those thoughts
to the back of his head. He didn't cave
anpymore. The girl was his. Adfter sometime she
slowly followed his Lead. He placed his hand on
her neck and broke the kiss pecking her
forehead then whispered

Noumlso: | Love You.

She shut her eyes as hev heart melted was Lt
the words or the sound of his volee? Whatever it
was Lt meelted her heart.



Thembalami who was hiding behino the trees
Looked at them and swallowed tearfully as her
heart pounded. wWas he veally bnto her or Lt was
Just a fling?

Noumlso saw her and removed his hand on
her neck stepping back.

Ndumtiso: 'L call you.

Nhlahla: olfeaﬁ.



She took the bucket and Left as he jogoeo to
Thembalaml who saw him and van away....
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ln the viver...

Nduwmiso caught up with her and grabbed her
av clenching his jaws as his ankle ached.

She fearfully looked at him as his chest rose
and fell anger vistble tn his eyes.



Ndumlso: wWhat Ls Your pmbt@m? wWhat oo You
want from me?

Thembalaml: So You've cheating on me with
her? Her out of all people?

Ndumlso: Excuse me? The last timee [ checked
we broke up! | don't know where do Yow get this
Lodea of me and you belng together and [ don't
want to know.

Thembalamd: No we didlnw't. You're just
confused and it's normal. Ndumiso it's me
You Love me anol You also Rnow that. You
con't throw away what we have for someone



lLike her. She's even... (sighs) She's not good for

60%.

He scoffed tn disbelief. He didn't know what to
say at this moment. The reason he kRept on
avolding her was because he didn't want to
sound rude. He was protecting her dignity.
Adter she begoed i to not end things with
hime years back he agreed for the sake of peace
and he never came back home until now. tHe
was expecting her to have moved on by now.
Who watit for a boyfriend for years anyway?

She let go of her arm and brushed his face
frustrated.



She Llooked at his velned forearm as he brusheo
his face thew faced the other way. His nicely
trimumed beard wade the shape of his head
move sexter. Bverything about him was
extraordinary he was perfect o macho guy!

She could alrendy see herselt weartng high
heels standing side by stde with hime as he
wore his expensive sults. Belng rich was gotng
to sult him belng his wife was golng to be o
bonus.

God would have to forgive her but she wasw't
Letting go. Never!!



Ndumlso: What should | do to make You
forget about me?

Thembalami: Nothing,.

Nduwmwlso: Theve has to be something. | can't
Live Likke this. n fear of You attacking my
woman L vy absence. | know You and |
_inow that you con be a bully but bare tn
mind one thing should tt happen that you
hurt her ' golng to come for You. And when
| do yow'll hate we forever.

Themtbalamt: (arg”m@) You're breaking my
heart with your words. Please Stop...



She covered her mouth crying as her heart
broke once again. He stood by watehing her
thew sighed...

N ol umlso: You have to accept my declsion
because Uf You think of attacking her UL act
on My words and 'mi serlous.

Themtbalamt: (held his hands) Nou tt's mee.
Your Lanmtl. You can't do this to us.

Ndumiso: (bored) Aaah awuzwa wena.



He pulled his hands from his grip and Left.
She wiped her tears and shouted...

Thembalamt: t won't allow her to break us
apart. Yow've not tn Your right mind and 'L
fix that.

He went back to her and held the back of her
NECK...



Ndumtiso: What was that?

Thewtbalamal: ( satd [ won't allow...

He tightened his grip around her neck and she
flinched moving her neck as his natls dug
deeper onto her skin.

Ndumlso: | satd what was that?

Thembalami: ng..ng..ng...nothing



Noumlso: Goool!

He released her and walked away as she sat on
the vock breaking out tnto a loud sob. Her
shoulders shook as she cried patnfully for her
first Love. Her heart was breaking and beating
faster than normal. She didn't want anyone
else she wanted hum and only him. was that
too much to ask for?

Thembalamt: (crying) God please make Lt stop.
| Love him!!



At Noumilso's howee. ..

Later that day before his bedtime his father
wallked tnstde his house and sat on the chatr
next to the window and Looked at him for
sometbme with his arms folded without saying
anything.

He got up and sat on the edge Looking at him
quizieally.



Msinoazwe: Ave You sure Lt won't comee baclk

to gou?

He swallowed ana choked on his saliva thew
coughed wncontrollably hittlng his chest as
his father staved at him calbmly waiting for
his answer. How do You answer such question?
He wasw't asking if he did it and that alone
spoke volumes.

He wiped his tears and Looked at him with
redlollsh eyes.



Ndumlso: Baba?

Msindazwe: You Look dunmber when You do
that so stop Lt.

Noumiso: | don't know what are You talking
about?

Msinaazwe: I'm not going to get mad at You
for dolng the right thing but are you sure it
won't come back to you? Dld anyone else see
Yous

Noumiso: [ don't know what are you taliking
about father.



He scoffeo and vubbed his chin before placing
his pabm on his cheele thew ratsed his eyebrow
Leaning forward. This boy was good too good
for his Liking it made hime uncomfortable.
was he that expertenced tn murdering people to
an extent that he could Lie with a straight face.
No hint of fear.

Msindazwe: Should [ be worried bog?

Noaumlso: No.



Msindazwe: Aren't you the one who killed that
bag?

Naumlso: (cmmtg) No.

Msindazwe: [ see. Tomorrow one of my friends
| come with Ls fetehing me early in the
morning. We con leave tooether tt might help
You settle in first before golng to work.

NoAuUmLso: Ol@ﬂg [ understand.

He stood up and walked to the door them
turned to him...



Msindazwe: Never leave evidence behind. If o
second person knows drag hime to the mess
that will keep him bn check. It always work.
Goodnilght.

Ndumliso: Goodnlght.

He walked out and he dropped on his back
stoghing in velief. That was close.

Leaving the next day might work tn his favor
drag him to the mess that will keep htm tn
cheek. It always work. Goodnight.



Ndumlso: Goodnlght.

He walked out and he dropped on his back
stghing in relief. That was close.

Leaving the next day might work tn his favor
nobody WELL suspect hime atter what he did a
few hours back. Now his girl can Lleave freely

without fear.

He reached for his phone and called her again
and Lt still went stratght to volcemall.



He got up and wore his pants and a hoodie
then left...

At Nhlahla's house...

She looked at her blank screen again and
sighed sadly. He was probably calling her but
her phone was unreachable. Her clumsingss led
to that and putting her phone on rice didn't
work.



A soft Rinock sounded on her winodow and she
oot up and peeped on the window coming face
to face with him. she giggled and quickly
covered her mouth thew stepped out.

He Lifted her up and spun her avound before
Rissling her.

Noumiso: (whispered) Wiy aren't You pleking
UP?



Nilahla: My phowne finally gave tn after years
of fainting and waking up and slipped to my
both water.

NoAUmLSo: Sorvy. ('Ll see what | caw do....cam |
ask you something?

Nhlanla: okay.

Noumlso: Please come with nee. | pmmise
yow'll get back before anyone notice that you
weremw't here.

Nhlahla: Ndw.



Noumiso: Please. I'm begging you right now. |
really want to be with yow but  can't stay
heve. My skin Ls very sensitive to mosquito
bites.

Nhlahla: | can't.

Ndumiso: Please my Love.... OVeag 50%% stay
for a few minutes.

She stghed and Looked at hinme as he pouted
playfully under the moonlight.



Nhlahla: Few milnutes owtg.

Noumiso: Okay then let's go.

She went to loclke the doov and went with himt to
his house.

At Nodumlso's howee. ..



They stayed for a while chatting thew he
propped his elbow ow the pillow Looking at her.
She smiled shyly as he brushed her cheek ana
Leamed over kissing her thew got tn between her
legs. Her heartbeat accelerated whew her maind
registered what was about to happen.

What Lf he hurt her? Her friends usually told
her about how painful the first time was golng
to be.

His hano went under her top and squeezed her
breast as she moaned closing her eyes. He
started dry humping her as his d* ek
expanded bn his briefs.



N ol umlso: You sure?
Nhlahla: (nodded) ...
Noumiso: If You don't want to...

Nhlahla: (eges closed) [ want to.

He renoved her top and her pyjjama pants then
Ricked off his boxers planting kisses on her
Jawline as she opened her legs wider.



He Looked at her flrm breasts with davie nipples
and smiled softly twisting her nipples with
his fingertips sending electritying waves to
her coochte.

He planted wet kisses until he veached her
bellybutton thew slowly Litted her leg them
exhaled seetng her punikish hole Lt was too tiny
Lt abmost made him feel guilty but nah. He
was golng to fuck that pussy!



He ran his flngertips on her folds then clreled
her clit with his thuml whilst tnserting his
middle and forefinger. She grabbed onto the
sheets whimpering as o wave of pleasure hit
her.

He took out his finmgers whilst Looking at her
face and slowly rubbed himself on her. She
threw her head back biting her Lower Lip as he
slowly pushed it tn blocking her entrance. She
froze and pushed him back as he slowly went
deeper stretching that tiny thing whilst biting
his Lower Lip



Nhlahla: Ndw (t's paﬁm{w.

Ndumlso: Relax Your muscles E'LL be over

SOOW.

She wodded and he started moving tn and out
slowly whilst she whimpered tn pain.

He leaned over and Rissed her Lips his other
hond holding her neck. He pushed it fuuther
and he screamed as tears fell from her eyes. He
onve her two strokes and pulled out...



Ndumliso: Should | stop?

She shook his heao nwo and he kissed her Lips
and curved his back pushing himself in
again. He moved slowly and gently for a
while. Beads of sweat collecteo on her forehead
he buried his face on the crook of her neek and
Rissed her whilst fucking her slowly enjoying
the warmth of her pussy.

Ndumiso: Oh fuck!! | Love You so much.



He gave her a deep kiss and got off bed pulling
her to the edge and stavted fucking her. He
moved his wailst tn etreles rhiythwieally
hitting the left and right corners of that pussy
as she moaned tn pleasure. He hano her leg on
his shoulder and gave it to her havd and deep
as she moaned Lowder feeling a Lil bit of
discomfort mixed with pleasure.

He htt all the right cormers grunting as sweat
dripped doww his back. she dug his nails on
his forearms moaning as he fucked her harder.
Looking at her cute face whilst burted deep
Lnstde her maaoe him feel Like thee man! That
pussy was so sweet and tlght. Damn baby girl



was dotng the things he never wagined
himself as a person to enjoy sex with a virgin.,

He rubbed his finger on her clit whislt giving
Lt to her as she screamed L pleasure spasming
ow that black cock.

Her Legs vibrated as alr Left her Lungs whilst he
fucked her through her orgasm filllng up
space tn her tlght pussy.



He pulled out anat turned her around Lying her
on heyr stomach and bnserteo himself L.

Noumlso: Mmhhh! !l

She grinned pulling away as he pulled her
towards him pushing his legs on bed and
pushed her upper body down.

He started off slowly whilst holding owto her
walst.



He placed his foot on bed and went for the RILL.
She moved forward and he dragoed her back
again as she opened her mouth gasping for atr
whilst he pounded onto havd and fast.

Nhlahla: (whimpering V)/lﬁth m’wattg)
Ndu...oh..God.

He groaned and pounded faster as his
dreadlocks fell on his face. He pushed them
back and curved his back rubbing her clit as
she screamed Ln unbearable pleasure



spasming. They bodies slapped one another
creating that clapping sound as he groaned
Lovder his velns erecting as sweat coateo his

AVAS.

Noumlso: Oh Wah...ammw’.!

He Latd on her and kissed her neck giving her
a hickey as he slowea dowwn and his dick
twiteheo insiole veleasing those fertile seeds
shooting straight to that uterus!!



He pulled out leaving a trail of his cuum as she
Lata on her stomwach catehing her breath. He

reached for a towel and wiped himself before

WipLng her.

He kissed her forehead and pulled her up
taking off the sheet and put on a clean one
thew Latd doww plactng her head on his arm

aclng the cetlino.
9 9

A while Later his phowne vibrated on the table.
He veached for it and glanced at the screen as



Nhlahla caught the flrst Line of the message
"You Rinow how much (| Love You bt You went
ahead..."

She got up and Lmped to the door angrily.

Nhlahla: Please take me home so that yow'll
chat to your glrlfriend in peace.

Nduumiso: You've dolng Lt again. | won't talke
to You about one and the same thing over and
over again. Come back to sleep UL take you
back.



Nhlahla: No. You've got what yow wanted Let
e 0.

He pressed the power button and flicked the
Light Laying still on bed.

Noumiso: You know [ think this Ls the right
tlme to confess shince You Reep on nagging

VLE.

Nhlahla: | don't carve about Your contfession...



Ndumlso: A few years ago | sold my soul to
the devil. It seemed vight at that thwme wntil
they started asking for crazy sacrifices.
Asking me to sacrifice my mother's sanity. |
wanted to leave but  was told that [ can't
unless [ dio something for the darkk world.

| never shared this with anyone Yow're the first
one [ told because you'll help me....

She placed her hand on the wall searching for
the switeh as Ndumtso narrated how she was
golng to help hime. Her Lips trembled as her
teeth hit one another. The atmosphere changed
as her body 9ot covered tn goosebumps.



Nhlahla: (crying) God please | lknow 'Ve Just
strned but please don't allow me to die.

Noumiso: Whieh Goot way Love? wWe have
different Gods unless You meant ours. We've
Just haol sex which means we've one anol there's
nothing You con do about that.

she slid down the wall erying as urine flew
doww her thighs. ..



(nsert -+



At Ndumlso's house. ..

Nhlahla's chest closed tn on her as she gaspedt
for alr feeling suffocated. She wheezed as
Noumlso chanted scary words non-stop.

NMLaMLa:(so{tLg) God | don't want to die.

After a while he turned and glanced at her
then flicked the switeh turning the Lights on.



He got off bed and prepared water for her to
bath.

Ndumliso: Come and bath.

She rematned still with her lkenees valsed WP
rocking herself back and forth.

Ndumlso: On You're still stubborn?



She slowly got up and went to bath whilst
crying as he cleaned the floor and switched the
fan on for a few minutes thew switched it off
petting on bed.

She finished bathing and wiped her body then
Lotloned before getting on bed.



Ndumiso: ' not gotng to go back and forth
with you as if Your head tsn't functioning.
This is the second time You've Jumping tnto
conclusions. | spolke to You about this just
today and now You're dolng Lt again. Next
time I'LL do worse trust me and you'll be scared
for the whole month.

Nhlahla: (cvg’w\,@) I'"m sorvy L won't do Lt
again. Please don't Rill me. 'm all my
orandother has.. (sniffed) Please.

He chuckled and got ontop of her kissing her
then rested his avms ow etther sioes of her.



Ndwmiso: [ won't kRill you. [ was joking babe
please stop crying,.

He wiped her tears and buried his face on her
neck as her heartbeat went back to normal.

Noumiso: [ wanked you to stop undermining
me and Listen when [ talk to You.



Still on her neck he veacheo for his phone ano
placed it on her chest.

Nouwmlisp: 0619 read that message.

She swallowed ana wiped her tears unlocking
the phone thew clicked on the message from
Thenwbalamd pouring her heart out to



Ndumiso. She finished and placed it on the
table.

Ndumdiso: (Looked at her) Ame | allowed to get
dramatie and pout LLice You olo?

Nhlahla: [ thought it was your girlfriend.

Noumlso: Angzwant nomuntu ophaphayo
Nhlahlemhle. This whole dramatic shit lsn't
cute. | can't spend an hour Looking at You
pouting and another one explaining mgs@t{
ano another one apologizing if it happens 'm
wrong). Stop overreacting thinke before you act.
Someone who act without thinking Ls
avu/w@/u/\,@. | expect You to hawnolle our matters



ln a matured way what ts gonna happen when
we have Rids? Are they gonna get Ricked out
every thme they break one of Your plates? Am |
covna sleep on the streets because [ forgot to
take out the chicken from the freezer? Stop
this it's not cute.

Nhlahla: 'me sorvy L admit L was wrong).

Noumiso: (smiled) [ forgive You a part of me
understands that you're still young but
unfortunately in this velatlonship there's no
baby. tf 'me wrong [ expect You to tell mee so
that | can corvect myselt. Throwing tantrums
Ls o set back. Are we gonna have this
conversation agarn?

Nhlahla: No.



Ndunmiso: Thank you...'ve also sorry for
scarbng You. [ wow't do it again if You don't
force nee too.

He Rkissed her Lips parting her legs with his
Rnee. ...

Nhlahla: ( can't do it again. (£ hurts.

Nduwmdtso: 'Ll be gentle this time around |
pmm’use...?tease ov ['LL put OVLLH the t’up pLease.



Nhlahla: Ok.

He lkelssed her as she closed her eyjes whtlst he
caressed her bodg...

At Nhlahla's house...

The next morning Nouwmlso waited for to get
Lnstode and went back homee.



She Latd down and flinched thew Lato on her
stomach with her legs spread apart.

She never kinew guys had sex Like that and
never got tired. If It was up to him they
woulol've went for Lt for the whole night. Her
vaoing was burning ano her thighs had
cri l/l/L‘PS.



She wrapped her arms own her pillow and stared
at the darkness thinking about the previous
night's events.

They weren't supposed to have sex after a few
hours of dating. what Uf he left her after thelr
sex? Tears filled her eyes as she thought of the
posstbility of him Leaving her.

And he had to embarrass her Likke that by
making her pee on herself. That guy didw't
Love her. Who scave somweone they Loved Like
that? she cried and begoed him but he
remained wnatrected. Now that everything
had passed she could think clearly and she
realised a Lot of things she should've done but
didn't.



Her heart pounded as she remenmbered the
Lmportant thing the condom. she was about to
get impregnated by a city guy only because
he wos charming and kinew how to play with
words. How could she be so stupta!!

She buried her face on the pillow and cried till
she eventually fell asleep.

At Ndumlso's hone. ..



He blew atr onto his hands and went to his
house as a car flashed its Lights infront of the
pate.

His father stepped out and went to it smelling
fresh and he frowned confused where was he

oolng?

Msindazwe: Ndodana. we've Leaving L a bit.

Noumlso: Leaving to where?

Msindazwe: Nodumliso [ told you last night.

Ndumiso: (remenbered) Oh crop!!



He rushed tnstde the house and started
preparing for his trip. He felt veally bad for
leaving. He still needed to get her a phone and
emergency pills. He could just stay and Leave
some other day but leaving was golng to be
very benefictal to him.

He sat on bed and brushed his face as his head
buzzed. Kinowing how much he Loved to
overveact got her heart pounding. Maybe he
should've done things differently the previous
night but he couldn't not whew she was that
hot!!



Ndumiso: God this feels so wrong!!

He got up and starvted bathing before washing

the sheet and went to hang Lt on the washing
LLne.

He flnished packing and placed his bag on his
bed thinking of & way to communicate with
her.



A Letter? It was overvated but thew it was either
that or leaving without saying anything.

He wrote her a Letter and put Lt Lnto an enwvelope
together with his second bank cavo then went
to her house.

He kwnocked on the window but theve was wo
answey he slipped it on the door andl took off
without looking back...



Hours Later MaMpanza walkeo out of her
bedroom and went to wake up Nhlahla tn the

ALning room...

She shoolk her and she meurmauwred and turned
to the side as she shoolk her havder.

She exhaled and Lifted her head Looking at
her...

Nhlahla: Gogo?



MaMPanza: \Wao e P Lt's lote.

Nhlahla: I'ma sorvy. | overstept.

MAMPANZA: No pmbtem [ saw that You were
tived.

She got up ano sat on her butt grinning...

MaMpanza: (s everything okay?



Nhlahla: (faked a smile) Yes everything is
fine.

She stood Up angl wewnt to open the winoows
and the door. An envelope caught her attention
she bent and plcl@@d Lt P

MaMpanza: Ave You ohagj? What Mappewed to
Your leos

Spowsored



she bent and pleked Lt up.

MaMpanza: Ave You 0%@015? W hat Mappem,eol to
Your Legs why are you Lmping?

Nhlahla: (... twisted my amlfgte...gjes [ didd |
would be fine.

MaMpanza: | see use MCO Lt Metps.

Nhlahla: t will.



She folded her blankets then went to place
thewe b her grandmother's room. She Looked
at the envelope with her heart pounding
realizing who tt was from. Nhlahlenhle was
well written at the back he was the only one
who called her by her tull name and oh boy she
haol a bad feeling about it.

She went out and cleaned thew bathed before
preparing breakfast for her arandmother after
she had her veorning bath.



Whewn she was done with everything she went
to take the envelope and opened it

She ptac@d the bank carvo on the stde and
started reading the Letter.

The flrst few Lines nearly sent her to ICU. So
he left? Just like that? mmediately after
sleeping with her he Left!!



She started breathing heavily and swallowed
as her bottom Lip trembled. She gatned
strength and rvead it again. She flnished and
folded it wiplng her tears as her heart
shuttered. She veally wanted to understana
his reasons for leaving but her heart wasw't
having tt. He Left herll ALl she was Left with
was his bank card and the memories of the
best few days she has ever had bn her entive

Life.

'Sthandwa samd I'LL come back for you 'm
also not sure when..." That felt too cliché tn o
way. That not sure when might actually turn
nto years!!



At St Luela...

Nleosinaml wallkeed out O{ALPW Phavmacg O
a call with his friend...

Ndumlso: Please don't steep without giving
thewt to her. [ don't want to vuin her Life Like

that. Please man.

Nkostnaml: Relax | have them with wee. If
she's wot tn the river 'L go to her house and



make o plan on how to give them to her
without her grandmn suspecting anything.

Noumiso: Thank God you have theme. Call mee
when You veach her.

NleosinamL: WM diol You Leave so earLg
aoaLn?

Nodumlse: (E's complicated. Do this one thing
for me give her those emergency pills.

Nleostmamtil: | heavol You the flrst time.

Noumlso: | had to make sure. Sharp chat Later.



He hang up and he shook his head chuckling
and continied wallking. A thought crossed his
mind what if Lol needed a Little push to Let
hime go? Mayle this was what she needed with
a baby tn the pleture she might see that she
doesn't stand a chance and eventually back

oft.

He took o deep breathe and wallked to the trash
bl wemb@

Nleosinanil: ' sorry bro.



He dropped the emergency pills tn the trash
bin and Lleft.



2 MONTHS LATERINGET &

At Nhlahla's house...

Nhlahla greeted her grandmother who was

seated wnder the shade crocheting and went
instde the house where she placed her bag on
the chatr thew sat dowwn removing her shoes.
She flinched placing her swollen feet on the

ground as they stung.



She walkeed to the bedroom wheve she changed
to her summmer dress and went to the kitchen to
stavt cooking as her grandmother sadly
watched her.

She was Juggling work and school but she

could tell her granddaughter wasn't happy.
She was very sad and Losting wetght really
fast.



Thew there was the Lssue of her pregnancy she
was still vefusing to tell her about the father.

The nelghbors were rejolcing at her misery
everyone was watting for her to fail tn Life and
even thouogh she wasw't bad constdering the
cireumstances the pregnancy was a huge
setback.

At Noumlso's workplace...

The elevator dinged and opened as Noumlso
stepped out with his boss wearing overalls



careying a file and a helmet with the other
hand and walked to the CEO's office.

The CEO ptaced the helwet next to the leather
couch and remwoved his sult jacket hanging it
on LS chalr.

CEO: If | didn't know any better | would say
You don't Like Your Jobs.

Ndumlso: We do but we've not golng to Lie and
pretend Like being here Ls fun.



He powred water for himself and took a sip
then wallked towards the floor to celling
window with his hands burted deep tn his
pockets as Nduwmiso Leaned back own the chatr
his hand rested on his Lap Looking at him.

CEO: [ needed a clavification on the btuepriwtg
You presented to us the other day but looking
at how busg You're we'll Look at that when You

oet back.

Noumiso: [ never said ' busy. I You need
something ask.



CEO: | didn't meawn Lt Like that You Rnow DUt |
understand Lt has been months.

He chucekled as he Looked back at hime with a
stole expression unaffected by his
meaningless chuekle.

CEO: (cleaved his throat) We've been observing,
how Yow've been committed to Your work and
we would Like to give You a promotion but
everything will be finalized when you get
back.



Ndumiso: That would be fantastic

smmsored

ask.

CEO: | didn't meawn Lt Like that You Rnow but |
understand tt has beem months.



He chuckled as he Looked back at him with a
stole expression unaffected by his
meaningless chuekle.

CEO: (cleaved his throat) we've been observing
how Yow've been committed to Your work and
we would LLie to give You a promotion but
everything will be finalized when you get
back.

Nodumiso: That would be fantastic thank You.

CEO: Dot mention Lt You con leave the file
theve U'LL Looke at Lt Later.



He pushed Lt towards his Laptop and stood up
walklng out as he Looked at him with his heart
pounding. He closed the door and he released o
breath he wasw't aware he was holding feeling
Lighter than before. How can one person carry
that kind of awra? He commanded respect and
attention without even trying.

(e the viver...



Khanyistle closed the bucleet and veplied to o
few messages on her phone. Nilahla Lifted the
bucket and placed Lt over her head as the nike
hoodie she was wearing Lifted exposing the
davie vertical Line on her abdomen. Kha nylstle
quickly covered her mouth tn shock.

She has heavd vuumours before but for some
reasSon t)/\eg never belleved thew or vather tmg
were L dental.

Nhlahla pulled the hoodie and starvted walking
as she graboed her arm turniing her arownd.



Nhlahla: (am,m,ogeo() wWhat do You want?

Khanyisile: You're pregnant? (s it Nolumlso's?

She sucked her teeth and contined walkiing
as Khanyistle pulled the hoodie from behind.
She stagoered back and dropped the bucket.
She clenched her jaws Looking at it as it broke
andl splashed water onto them.



She angrily slapped Khanytisile across the
face.

Khany Lsile: (shoclkeed) Haallwenzant?

She slapped her again and grabbed her afro as
she punched her on the stomach. She bent over
orinning as she Ricked her abdomen. Nhlahla
went to her bn full speed and tripped her and
she fell on the vock and screamed as her heao
ached. sShe grabbed her breast and twisted it
whilst biting the other one as she kicked and
screayed L pat.



She extended her hand and picked a rock.
Nhlahla saw her and banged her head on the
rockR again and got up then ran away.

Khoanylistle held her bitten breast crying
painftully with her eyes closed as the village
Ladies approached stinging and helped her...

At Ndumlso's vemtal house. ..



Later that day he passed a group of friends
having a braal whilst dvinking beer
celebrating as the musie played tn the
speakers. He chatted to a few guys and
shoulder bumped with them and went to the
cay parieed by the gate holding his bag ana
Jumped tnstde bringing the engine to Life. The
crowd cheered whistling and he stepped on the
accelevator as the engine voaved Louder.

The crowd wenk crazy and others stooo up he
chuckled and reversed out of the driveway as
thelr favorite verse in Lmsebenzi Wethu by
Busta came ow.



Minutes Later he pa’w( the petrol attendant and
thanked hivme then drove off taking a sip on
his energy drink.

Driving late at night espectally someebody
else's car wasn't todeal to hime but he had wo
other option. He wasw't spending another day
Ln Durbon he missed his womaw Liike crazy.
Not belng able to call her drove him crazy
because she knew she was doling Lt on purpose.
She used his card all the thwme but never
bought a phone he needed to teach her a lesson
because it was clear that she had to ery for him
to be heavd.



He took another sip on a drink and Leaned
back as the tratfic Light turned green then
drove Lnto the night...

.lwsexftj



At Nodumlso's house...

The next morniing his wother stepped out from
her bedvoom and smiled softly seeing him
seated in the dining room having coffee. He
placed dowwn the cup and stood up hugging her
as she smiled happlly.



MaZlkhall: Mowney Loves You Look at how fit
@OW\/@.

Noumiso: (chuckled) It feels sate and caveo for
around me. How are You feeling?

He pulled a chalr for her and went to make a
cup of tea for her.

MaZikhall: ' flne Lt'sjust my ankle acting
up but 'L be fine.



Noumiso: UL give Yyou a vub Later on. How are

Your SLNUSES?

MaZllkhall: Worse stince Your people started
with the renmovations it has been bad.

Ndumtiso: Dad tolo mee th% have compmmts.

MazZikhall: Ayl suka they were trying to
bully me because 'm a worman but Your father

sorteod Lt out.



He placed the cup nfront of her and sat down.
He hao wmissed these mornings with her
mother Just Listening to her complaining
about the netghbors and everything she saw
worthy to complatn about.

Even though there was a topie he wanted her to
talle about he couldn't ask her stratght up. He
dldn't want to make her susplelons.

MaZikRhall: (sipped) | nearly forgot Mzobe andl
his wife got arvested.

NAUMLSD: Serlous?



MaZLikehall: Yes appmewc% th@g Were not
allowed to <cell alecohol since tm@ hao o

LLcence.

He stood up and went to start on breakfast as
she continued speaking.

MaZikehall: The police turned thelr backs on
theme since most of their collengues died of
aleohol potsoning shortly atter you Left,

N umlso: ngj dieol?



MaZlikhall: More thaw 5 people died and most
peopte suspect MaMpanza.

Nouwmiso: Whate!!

MaZikhall: Apparently it seemed as if the
people who died were targeted.

Noumiso: Why would she target certain
people?

MazZtkhall: [ don't kmnow [ thinle therve's
something ‘d/le@ aren't telling.

Ndumlso: Sevves them right though wbant one
Vip beer espotint?



MaZikhalt: (chuckled) They wanted them to
feel special Look where it got them.

Naumlso: AL asazl.

She ptaced the cup on the saucer and stood UP.

MaZikhall: Let wme go and bath No avocados
for vee please.



Nodumiso: (Laughing) Oh you've betng choosy?

MazZikhall: (Laughing) Al suka.

He Laughed and rinsed the tomatoes on the
stk as his phone rang...

Nouwmiso: Hello.

Volce: Morning str You're Spearing to
Bongiwe from Elephant Lake Hotel.



Ndumlso: (wlped his hawnos) Yes.

Votce: Our call got discommnected and 've been
trying to get hold of You for hours now. (t's
about Your booking,.

Noumlso: On Yyes I'm sorvy about that therve
was Load shedding tn the arvea so the network
was acting UP.

Volee: | understand.

Noumiso: Yeah...as [ said before please add o
spa treatment Lf possible.

Volce: For two?



Nduwmiso: No for one person.

Volce: Got ik, Anything else?

Ndumiso: No that's all.

VoLce: OI@[ZM Thanks

Spomsored



there was Load shedding tn the arvea so the
network was acting up.

Volee: | understand.

Nolumiso: Yeah...as | sald before please add a
spa treatment of possible.

Volee: For two?

Ndwmiso: No for one person.

Volee: Got Lt Anything else?

Ndumiso: No that's all.

Volce: ORAY Thanks Goodbye.



He hono up and placed the pan on the stove.

At Kiha ny Lsile's house...

She was laying on her back on bed sucking o
Lollipop with her bandaged head rested on a
pillow whilst Thembalami sat on the bench by
the doov.



Khanyt grinned placting her hand on her face
as the sun rays coming from the single
winoow of her ol house blindeo her vision
sending a sharp pawn on her already aching
head.

Themtbalaml: How do You allow o child to beat
You Up LLlee that?

KhamguiWusheumhw%ebgSMpﬂsebamMse:
wasw't expecting her to go all psycho on me. |



MEAN sM@Jugt attacked we out of
nowhere.. please pull the curtain down for me.

Thenmbalamt got up and went to pull the old
sheet acting as a curtain on her window and
went to sttt dowwn still digesting what her
friend was telling hev.

Khanyisile: We can't Let her get away with Lt.
She's even pregnant Lf we let this go then she
wins and You need to forget about whatever
plans you had of getting out of here.



Thembalamd: 've done everythiing and | can't
do anything more to her Ndu threatened me.

Khanylsile: You need to think of something!
We can't Let her get away with this.

She sighed deeply brushing her face feeling
defented.

At Nhlahla's worl@pmae...



Nhlahla appeared walking with the security
guard and Noumiso stratghtened stepping
away from the car. He bit his lower Lip ratsing
his eyeorows Looking at her wide hips
stretching her sieivt and went up to her shirvt
catching a glimpse of her cleavage. Goodness
what was she eating the past few months? Her
hatr had beew cut and oh boy she was flames!
A champagne of Looks with her funny Looking
full cheeks.

The security guaro opened the gate with a
smile leading Nhlahla out as she Licked her
Lips trylng to stabilize her breathing as her
heart pounded.



The securtty guard smiled at hime as he valsed
a thuml up thew turned his eyes to Nhlahla.

He held her arms and embraced her taking a
deep breath thew held her tighter as she closed
her eyes inhaling his intoxicating cologne.
She vested her face on his left breast velaxing
as her heartbeat went back to normal atleast he
didn't notiee the changes in her body. she
sniffed vealising how much she missed his big
arvms around her his soft smile his
authoritative voice his cologne but mostly his
presence!



Noumlso: (so{tL@) Don't ery. l'ma here now.

He broke the hug and wiped her tears smiling
as wove teavs fell. He leaned over and kissed
her thew Led her to the car.

Noumiso: You good?

Nhlahla: Yes.



He nodded and she Leaned back on her seat
taking a deep breath thew Looked around not
belleving her eyes. She wos convineed that she
was not gotng to see hime ever agatn anod now
he was theve Ln flesh.

She looked at hime as he starvted the car with
his hawnd on the gear stick vevealing his velned
foreavms veversing out and smiled mpressed.
was this all hers?

Ndwmiso: You Look beautiful.

Nhlahla: (blushed) Thank You.



Noumiso: styaliwe Yinl tndoda
noahluRrunyezwa Rangara?

Nhlahla: (blushed as butterflies filleo her

tummg)....
Ndumiso: Nhlahlenhle?
Nhlahla: (cleaved her throat) Chabo.

Noumlso: Kuhle ke malqumj’ato...CWmect Your
phone on the Bluetooth and pLaB SOMALE MAUSLE.

Nhlahla: (... don't have a Phone.



Ndumiso: That's meossibt@ COUsSe | remenmber
clearly telling you to buy it.

NMLaMLa:(gLowM) [ didn't.

Noumlso: (snorted Looking ahead) | see.

He turned to her and chuckled tn disbelief
thew bit his Lower Lip his hand vested on her
thigh joining the tar rond as she looked back
confused.

Nhlahla: where are we going? | can't Leave...



Noumiso: 'm still angry at you can you
please leeep quiet? Your grandmother Ls fine
You're comiing back tomorrow. Stop
paniciing,.

Nhlahla: [ don't have anything tn my bag,.

Noumiso: | know relax | got You.

At Etepmwt Lalke tHotel...



Hours Later she got off the massage table as
the massense packed everything.

Mowments Later Ndumiso stepped tn and
shifted away from the door allowing them to
step out thew looked at Nhlahla as she walked
over hugoing him.

N o umlso: You LLleeol Lt?

Nhlahla: Ofcourse [ Loved it even though it
would've been fun Uf we both did it.

Ndumiso: My body Ls fine unless they
massaoe dicks thew | don't mind.



Nhlahla: (giggled shyly) really now?

She broke the hug and Looked up at hime then
droppedt her eyes and buried her face on his
chest. He smiled and cupped her foce kissing
her.

He untied her robe and pleked her up divecting
her to bed thew gently latd her down whilst
Ricking off his shoes. He removed his tshirt
and arched his back unzipping his pants. He
froze Looking at her small pregnancy bump.



He Looked up to her foce as she starved back at
hbm with her Lower Lip trembling...

He stghed and zipped his pants sitting at the
corner of bed as his erection slowly died
doww...

NoumLso: You're pregnant?



Nhlahla: (sat up) ('wm sorvy | dldn't lenow [ was
pregnant until Late. ( thought maybe since it
was my flrst time [ wow't fall pregnant. it was
stupld of me and 'm sorvy.

She sniffed wiplng her tears with the backe of
her hand.

Nduwmiso: You didwn't take the morning after?

Nhlahla: No | didn't bu@ Lt was too stressed
to think about bugﬁw@ them.



Nolumlso: You didn't talke to NawmwtL?

Nhlahla: (offended) You think [ slept with

N ?

Ndumlso: No (... (stghs) It's ohag. Cone here.

She crawled over towards hime as he held her
anol pmced his hand on her bump.

N umlso: You should've told mee.



Nhlahla: T was scaved | dion't want You to
think e using a baby to trap You.

Ndumlso: Womamn Lt's My Sperm You coan trap
e With Lt awgo{agl...so [ wade o bab@?

Nhlahla: | thinlke so.

He pressed his Lips together in disbelief why
was he suprised though? That kind of sex was
likely to result tn o baby. Now that explatned
the wider hips and chubby cheeks.



Nhlahla: tf You've still shocked...

Noumiso: Shocked? We hao sex and [ made a
baby wothing shocking about that...thank
You for keeping her.

she chuckled teartully and rubbed her eyes as
he unzipped his pants kissing her. His
manhooo expanded as he kicked off his boxers
whilst she opened her legs wider
accommodating him...
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At ELepMamt Lalke Hotel...



Ndumiso tipped the watter and walked to the
door with a towel wrapped around his waist. He
closed the door behind hime and diopped his
wallet on bed walking to the bathroom wheve
Nhlahla was brushing her teeth on the sink
with a towel wrapped around her bodty.

He helal her from behind as she vinsed her
mouth ana thew wiped her Lips Looking at him

L the malrror.



Ndumiso: (whispered against her ear) | Love

@Ol/t.

Nhlahla: | Love You too.

She satd blushing catehing a glimpse of his
Left breast wheve her nave was tattooed in an
Ltalic font. She tilted her head to the side as he

nibbled her ear breathing onto it as her whole
body came alive.

He removed the towel and pla nteo lklsses on her
back his hand sgueezing her sensitive breast



as she closed her eyes. His other hano went to
her swollen coochie and softly parted her folds
nserting his flnger as her breathing pleleed

l/tP.

He fingered her whilst vubbing her clit with

his thumb as she softly moaned parting her
legs. He removed his flnger and brought it to
her mouth and she slowly sucked on Lt as he
bit his Lower Lip pressing his rock hard velned
cockR on her ass dry humpiing her. Her pussy
throbbed feeling that havd dick on her ass. She
relensed the flnger and Looked at hime L the
mirror with pleading eyes.

Nhlahla: Please.



Nouwmiso: What?

Nhlahla: Please put Lt L.

His hawno went up to her neck he held her neck
and pulled her back whispering against her
ear...

Noumiso: 'm golng to fuck this pussy and
You've not golng to stop me okay?



Nhlahla: (lkewnod her head)...
Ndumiso: | don't hear You.

Nilahla: (breathlessly) Ye...Yes...oh babe fuck
Lt it's all yours.

He veleased her neck and curved his back
Lowertng himself and rubbed the tip on her
entrance before SLOWLZJ pushing it tn. She held
onto the sink tighter sticking her butt out and
he pulled out and smacked her opening as she
whimepered her eyes half closed. He ranmed
tnsiae her and she sereamed out Loud taken b@
suprised.



Her pussy walls expanded accommodating
that big fat cock as he grunted softly feeling
her warmth.

Noumiso: Shit!!

He slowly moved his watst whilst holding her
shoulder Looking tn the mirvor thew tnereased
his pace after a while.



Nhlahla: Uh..uh..

Her walls clenched around his dick as her legs
vibrated thew she moaned Lowder. He bit his
Lower Lip his ego skyrocketing looking at her
sexy expression as she came around his cock.
He held her hips and fucked her harder
through her orgasm hitting all the vight
corners. Her breathing come out n gasps as
they bodies clapped ngainst one another whilst
her boobs shook.

He Looked down at his dick golng tn and out
of her then clenched his jaws hammering that



pussy evew havder moving his wailst tn ctreles
his velns erecting on his arms sweat dripping
on his back.

She licked her Llips and gasped catching her
breath as she drilled tnto her havder thew she
shut her eyes tilting her head wp feeling her
wave of pleasure approaching. He held her
shoulder and pumped tnside her. He groaned
freezing Lnstoe her thew stuffed that warm
pussy with his thick cum.

He remained still thew pulled out before
tlrniing her around and Rissed her exhausted



sweaty forehend thew pieked her up directing
his sevul havd dick back tn. He started moving,
as his dick havdened tnstide her whilst she
wrapped her arms avound his neck burying
her face on his neck. He went to stand by the
wall and bent his legs tnereasing his pace
fucking that tight pussy for a while until he
came and they both went to take a shower atter
catehing thelr breaths...

Later they stepped out of the shower and went
to the bedroom where they wiped thelr bodies
and Lotloned before getting dressed. He held
her hand and Led her to the balcony where they
were gonna have thelr breakfast. He opened the
chair for her and settled infront of her.



She squinted her eyes when the sun kissed her
glowing skin as he uncovered thelr plates.

Nhlahla: This Ls beautiful.

Noumlso: Like you.

She veached for a fork and stavted eating as he
took a few pletures of her thew began eating.



Nhlahla: The photographer of our velationship.

Noumlso: (chucekled) (t's my phone my rules.

Nhlahla: | cawn tell.

Ndwmiso: So how Long are You golng to work?
You neea to take o maternity leave.

Nhlahla: Yooh weeh matemét@ leave ot =
months!

Nolumlso: Yes we can't risk Your pregnancy.



Nhlahla: My pregnancy tsn't risky and
besioes my controct was supp&sed to end next
nmonth.

Noaumlso: \Was?

Nhlahla: Yep but since 've been assisting the
Geography teacher with her work the principal
saw Lt very beneficlal to the school for me to
come and assist her full tine.

Noumiso: They'LL be exploiting you?

Nhlahla: No he'll pay we from his pocket and
besides [ could veally use this money.



Noumiso: | don't feel too good about this.
Teaching assistants don't teach.

Nihlahla: (sighs) They don't but he gave me a
raise whew | starvted. [ was very good Ln
Geography when t was tn high school and the
school has only one person teaching
Geography so they wneeo all the help they can
oet.

Nowmlso: There arve a Lot of mwempLogeoi
gractuates out there why my pregnant

WOWMLA N

Nhlahla: (held his hand) That's because Your
pregunant woman LS the best.

Naumliso: (snorted) Gocl@g muceh?



Nhlahla: what cawn | SM?

Ndumiso: (straight face) We can't deny that
You aren't coplng). You're unhappy tn that
school.

Nhlahla: 1t's wothing | was just stressed about
how You would veact to the news.

Noumiso: | see but ' still not comfortable
WLth You working.

Nhlahla: So what arve we goling to do about
that because 'm not quitting?



He Lookeol at her with her arms folded and o
Little pout and laughed feeling challenged.

Noummlso: | Yes my dicke now You're
challenging me?

She volled her eyes and continued eating,...

At Khha ny Lsile's house...



Later that oday her sister Buyisile joined

Khonyistle and Thembalaml as they sat on
the veedwmats chatting. She sat by thelr feet
and stghed moving her shoulders stdewnys

with her lkewnees ralsed UP.

Khanylsile: Bverything okay?
Buyisile: Yes 'm just tired.

Thentbalamil: Teachers don't get tired.



Kha wgigﬁte: These ones aren't teachers tmg
clean after teachers only Nhlahlenhle is
teaching,.

Buylisile: Khanyl stop spreading fake news
she's just assisting Ms Ndlela.

Khanyisile: same difference lsn't she
recelving spectal treatment tn that school? '
sure she slept with all the wale teachers to
secure that job.

Buylisile sighed annoyed her sister's bitterness
was bortng ano exhausting.



Buyisile: You know Lf you both stopped
flghting useless battles Your Lives would be
better. Other kids ave flghting useful battles
fiohting for financial freedoms bettering their
Lives. 'va talking about fights that will take
themt from one Level to another. You're the only
ones who ave always on other people's business.
You're the ones who know who slept with who to
secure a jolb who is driving an expensive car he
can't afford who's ralsing kids that aven't his
who's pregnant who's cheating on who. What
about Your business? Whew are You attending
Your poverty? When are You attending this
thing of You not working? When are You
attending this thing of you of not having
financial freedom? You've getting old but yet
You both have no direction in life and you



don't have any problem with that. Wena Laml
Yyou think Ndumiso will fall for you? Thee
Ndumiso fall for someone Like Yyou? Who bask
Ln the sun all day hating on people because
they've progressing in Life and yow're not?

Kha V\MLSLL@: Heh Eu@i...

Eu@’ustte: (gave her a hand) Awume wena... 1
the roles were veversed would you fall for
Yourself? Not someone Like You but You? Huh?

Thembalamt: Yes.

Euglsite: Ngoba awstle ekhanda... (stood up)
Flnd hoblbles and Leave the poor girl

alowne... (furned to KVW(VLULSLL@) Eyakho
angifunt nokuy'khuluma ngoba angazi



uhlanganapht no Noumiso. Ezalukazl
eyndala ezibhorelka kabl!

(because You're stupld...l don't evem want to

tallke about LYou because | don't kinow what Ls
Your business with Nodumiso.)

She walked awny as they looked at each other
ashamed. Khanyisile sighed and veached for

her phowne calling someone but the phone rang
UNANSWErED...



Khanyisile: Look tell others to stop we've
thought about Lt and tt's not worth it
anymore. Call me when You get this message.

At the mall...

Nduumiso cupped the gear Rinob with his hand
ontop of Nhlahla's hand and gently moved the
Lever holding the steeving wheel with the other
hawno leaning back and reversed out of the
parking Lot as Rude boy by Rihanna played
Ln the background.



Nhlahla sang along whilst making a video as
he moved his head slowly thew shook his henal
pushing his dreadlocks back.

He glanced at her stnging poorly and smiled
feeling content. He didn't know what the
future had for thewn but one thing he was sure
about was that as long as they had each other
then nothing could defeat thewe. He just had to
be theve for her and Love her right. He didn't see
hbmself failing to take cave of her when he had
sueh a great vole model in his father.



He turned to her and pulled her for an lntense
LSS thew putt@oﬁ back smiling.

Ndumlso: (so{ttg) | Love You so much.

Nhlahla: | Love You too.

She blushed dropping her eyes as he ratsed his
eyebrows and chuekled Licking his Lips then
Lookedt ahendt stepping on the accelerator hard
Lnereasing the speed.



Minutes Later they parked a few meters away
from her howe.

Nolwmliso: Please call mee. For the flrst thme Lin
12 months.

Nhlahla: (glgoled) 3 months.

Ndumiso: Same difference.

Nhlahla: (Laughing) ' sorry 'Ll bu@ 0 PS
writtew ['ma sorvy omﬁ?



Ndumdiso: (Laughing) Mxm Leave me alone.
That was the best | could do at that time.

Nhlahla: | saw Lt..

He scoffed and stepped out walking to the boot
and took out her shopplng bags. She got out
holding her handbag and cellphone thew he
tilted his head to the side opening his arms.
She hugged him and they kissed as he
squeezeo her ass thew let go.

Noumiso: Please call me.



Nhlahla: 1 will.

Noumiso: Go 'L wateh You.

She took the bags and left as he got in his car
and drove off after she got Lnstde thelr home.

At Nhlahla's houwse...



Hev grandmother washed her hands ano
scoffed Looking at her granddaughter
walking towards her. She was glowing and
Lrazy enough she wasn't thin anymore was Lt
her eyes or her concerns about her Led her to
believe that she was lostng welght?

MaMpanza: | thought You weren't comiing
back.

Nhlahla: (... thought...

MamMpanza: Please get wee grandpa from the
supermarkets Lf You're not tired.



Nhlahla: (placed her bags tn the bedroom)
Groanopa only?

MaMpanza: Was that the father?
Nhlahla: Googo.

MaMpanza: \Whot?

Nhlahla: Yes.

MaMPpanza: A,

She took money from her bag and Left.



Houwrs Later...

MaMpanza put off the candle with her fingers
and sat bn the darie walting for Nhlahla to
come back. sShe didn't know what was holding
her because the supermarkeets were Long closed.
Maybe she was with her baby dadoy.

At Ndumlso's house. ..



He trieo Nhlahla's number again and it rang
unanswered. He sighed and flicked the Lamp
Laying down mayle she was already sleeping.
He Latd on his back Looking at the celling with
a smile on his face.

dngert 11



NoumLso
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At Nhlahla's house...



MaMpanza wolke up frowe her sleep and
stretehed herself yawning. She Looked around
the house and frowned realising that it was
the next day and her granddaughter was still
not bock. she slowly stood up taking her
walking stick as she began to worry.

Nhlahla wasn't someone who would Leave
without Sag/u/\,@ awgtmm@.

she opened the door and thoughtfully looked
at the davke clouds her heartbeat droppling.
Where was she?



She went back tnside and starvted bathing

before sitting on beo thinking of places she
mioht've went to...

At Noumlso's house...

He sent her a text message and pulled the
blanket sleeping. His phone rang and he
Leaped up grabbing it from the table...



Ndumlso: Babe Meg...

Naml: Huln?

Noumlso: (avw\,oged) what do You want?

Namt: (s everything okay?

Nowmtso: Why are You calling me?

Naml: Nou LE's mee.

Noumlso: | Rnow who you're. Nanl wl/\@ diol
You LLe to me?



Namil: About whot?

Ndumlso: (sat uqs) [ askeedt You Wwe% to bug
the emergency pills for me and even sent you
money but You Lied to mee.

Naml: About that 'ma sovry. | wasw't
thinking...l just did it for you. | knew how
MAUCh You Loved her <o...

Ndumiso: Whoah don't Lie. | never confessed
my feelings for Nhlahla to you. You know ('m
actually shocked that you would Lie to me Likke
this after all the shit we did for each other. How
do You expect mee to trust You after this?



Naml: | didn't think it was a big deal. 1 wveean
Lt's ot like You can't afford the baby...

Ndvmiso: (snapped) It's not about that!!
Ofcourse [ can afford a baby but she can't.
She's not ready to be a wother and we never
discussed that hence [ wanted to contain the
sttuation but no You had to play God with our
Lives... (stghed) 've sad that You would destw@
heyr Life Like this. She has school and a whole
bunceh of shit to take care of before having a
baby. You should've told mee L you didn't
want to buy them for her. | would've got
someone else or asked her to but them herself. |



hate what yow did and [ don't see myself
forgiving you.

Namt: ORay | can see that [ messed up 'm
sorry. We'll talle albout this when | get there.
'm also coming home today.

Ndumiso: Aah sulea!

He hong up and sat on the edge of bed his
heavt vacing as saoness engulfed hivm. He
Looked at the time and brushed his face laying
doww.



His phone rang again and he closed his eyes
lonoring it as it vang a couple of thmes before
he recelved a text message...

Msindazwe: Call nee.

He stghed and called hime back...

Nadumlso: MsLndazwe.



Msindazwe: ('ve been calling You what is

OoLng) O
Noumiso: Nothing my phone was ow stlent.

Msindazwe: | can tell 've transterred my
shave of the paywment to Your account. Pay
those people whewn they've downe.

Noumlso: | saw Lt but \/\/)/15 contribute more
than we agreed on?

Msindazwe: That's my house You can't
contribute more bn Your father's house. Enjoy
Your money....While we're still talking about
that. Are you sure about the baby?



NoAumLso: Yes ' sure. [t's VALNE.

Msindazwe: The mother Ls that short glrl?

Ndumlso: (chuckled so{ttg) Father...

Msindazwe: What? You satd she's from the
netghlborhood so | asswumed it was her. Your
‘plans'.

NoAuUmLso: Yes Lt's her.

Msindazwe: L. Whew are theg
reporting the pregnancy?

Ndoumlso: U'LL tallke to her awnd Let You R_ow.



Msindazwe: 'L hear from You. Let me call you
back 'wm still busy with something,.

Ndumlso: Omg bge.

He hong up and switehed off his phone and
switched on the fan laying down rubbing his
heavy eyes. He was tired and he didn't even
get a good sleep the day before because of
nlohtmares. He couldn't remenmber what the
nightmares were about but whatever they were
about made his heavt skip a bit.



At Themtbalaml's house. ..

They both paced up and down watting for a
call...

Khanytsile: Can't we eall them again?

Thembalanil: No

Spowsored



bge.

He hong up and switehed off his phone and
switched on the fan laying down rubbing his
heavy eyes. He was tired and he didn't even
get a good sleep the day before because of
nightmares. He couldn't remenmber what the
nightmares were about but whatever they were
about made his heart skip a bit.



At Themtbalaml's house. ..

They both paced up and down watting for a
call...

Khanytsile: Can't we eall them again?

Thentbalaml: No we've been doing that all

MOVILILG.



Eventually her phone rang and she went to
stond by the window pieking...

Thembalaml: Why weren't You calling us?

Volee: Relax | was stLll busg. wWhat's UP?

Thembalaml: DL You 9o throuoh with tt?

Volee: No we got the volce messaoe on tme.

Themtbalamt: (velleved) Thank You so e,



Volce: Whew are You paying us?

meg’usﬁtez For what? You drodwn't do
DW\MJCM’W\,@.

Volce: No You don't get to tell me that
nonsense. | was golng to do tt haa You not
called everything off.

Khoanyisile: He's vight.

Volce: Fpum at our usual spot and dave try to
act swart with me.

Themtbalaml: \We won't. BUe.



The call got disconnected and she turned to
Khanyisile smiling.

Themtbalamil: That went well.

Khanylisile: it did because honestly we
wouldwn't have been able to Live with ourselves
Rinowlng we had a hawnd L someone else's
death

Thembalamd: You've vight about that. | just
have to flnd something else and Lleave her
alone.



Khoanylstle nodded Leaning back ow the chatr.

At Nhlahla's house...

MaMpanza Llocked the door ana rubbed her
eyes thenw went to Look for Nhlahla.

She asked everyone she meet o the way but
wobodg lonew wherve she was.



Adter a while she sat on the big rock by the
road andt stghed sadly getting discouraged.
what If her granddaughter was kidwnapped
and used for vituals?

she frowned rubbing her teary eyes fatling to
stomach the thought of something hoappening
to her granddaughter. She couldn't afford to
Lose her wot after her daughter trusted her with
her only daughter.

she could've asked her father's tamily to take
her but she trusted her because she believed she
coulol dlo a better job in vaising her.



She vested her forehead on her clenched fists at
the top of her walking stick as the image of her

daughter's evapty eyes startng at her on her
dleath bed filled her maina.

Her pregnancy) was complicated and she was
well aware that there was a possibility of her
not waking up after surgery. Her wish was for
her baby to atleast be vatsed by someone who
would Love her and cave for hev.

Whewn she chose her mother MamMpanza was
grateful and she vowed to vaise her with
nothing but Love and now she has Lost hev.



Nobody went missing for such a long time
and turned up alive.

Adfter o while Ndumiso appeared ano pulled
over next to her stepping out...

MamMpanza: (sniffeod) Nououzo Mmy bogj LS
that You?

Noumiso: Yes s me. what are You doing
here?

MamMpanza: I'm Looking for Nhlahla.



Ndumliso: On the voad? \/\/Ma would You Looke,
for her?

MaMpanza: | sent her to buy grandpa
Wstemlag anol she wever returned honee.

Noumlso: What? Ave You sure?
MaMpam,za: Y@s.
Ndumiso: Wheve did she bu@ t?

MaMpanza: In the supermariet LA these
COMEALNEYS theg omtg sell compral anol pavmdo.



Ndumiso: (panteking) Come and Let's go Look
for hev.

He held her hand and Led her to the car then
drove to the supermarket...

Upon thelr arvival he got off the car and went

instde thew showed the shoplkeeper a picture of
Nhlahla..



Shoplkeeper: She did come herve Yesterday and
bought bread...no tablets and stimorol.

Nolwmliso: Then Left?

Shopkeeper: Yeah.

A police van flashed its Lights driving past the
supermarket and shortly after that an
ambulance followed.



Shoplkeeper: These people don't get tived of
Rilling each other. | swear this Ls the worst
place ever.

Customer: Apparently a girl was found
murdered Ln the viver. When [ flnish herve 'm
ootng there to wateh.

NoAumLso: Sorvy when was she meurdereo?

Customer: | don't know she was found this
morning by the herdboys. The ambulance was
probably called hours back but as usual they
took thetr time.



He slid his phone L s pocket ano wewnt to his
car driving to the river foroetting about the
tiles he was sent to bu@...

ln the viver...

They parked behind the police cars and got off
the cor walking to the viver where people were
oothered whilst the police took o statement.
The paramedics stepped back as the hearse
slowly approachea.



People allowed themt to pass anol tmg walleed to
the body covered n a body bag owtop of the
rock. The potlc@ helo thewt baclke...

Noumlso: We want to Look magbe we kRinow
hevy.

The officer went to the body and unzipped the
bag as he swallowed his heart pounding harder
whewn he Latd his eyes on the body. She covered

her mouth Ln shoclke disturbed b@ the state the
bodg Was Lin...



Officer: Mam do You Rnow her?
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ln the viver...

Officer: Mam do You Rnow her?

MaMpanza: No Lt's not her.

Offlcer: Are You sure?



MaMpanza: Yes | don't Rinow this girl.

The officer zipped the bag as Ndumiso quietly
held her hand and they Left...

Atleast Lt wasn't her that gave him a Little
hope. He stghed relieved and got tnto the
driver's stoe thew reversed...



Noumiso: | think we need to go to the police
station maybe they might help us.

MOAMPANZA: Those peopLe don't take us sertous.
| wow't waste my breath on thenu.

Noumiso: We'll go together. They 'Ll help us.

She stewutg Looked at hime as he cleaved his
throat Looking ahead.



MaAMPANZA: WM@ oo You care so mueh about
us?

Noumlso: | cave about evVeryone.

MAMPANZA: If You SAY So.

His phone rang and he piekeed...

Nadumlso: Ma?



MaZikhall: How far are You?

Ndumlso: With what?

MaZlikhall: Agﬁbo N umlso!

Noaumiso: (remembered) Tiles ma Look (' still
held up somewhere. 'L be there L 2 hours.

MaZlkhall: Agl Ndu.

NAumLlso: ['ma sorvy.

MazZtkhalt: om%.



She hang up and he drove for a while then
turned to the police station. He parked the car
Ln the parking lot. They got off and went
instde. They Looked arownd the veception aren
andl Jolned the que as the officers chatted and
Laughed whilst certitying some documents.

He tapped his foot anxiously on the floor
glancing at his wristwatch from tinmee to thme.
The que moved slowly until he got fed up and
stood up thew went to the front desk They
stopped Lauahing and watched him.



Noumiso: Can | get help arownd here?

Officer: Joln the Line You can't...

Noumiso: You won't come at me with that
nonsense. 've been heve for some tine now
watehing you chatting and laughing.

Officer 2: ORAY...0RAY o need to get worked
Up...str how can we help You?

Ndwmiso: We've heve to open o case for a
MMLSSLAG) PEFSON.

Officer 2: Has 24 hours passed?



Naumlso: No.

Offilcer 2: How old Ls he?

Noumlso: She's 20 years.

Officer 2: There's wothing we can do for You.
That person probably went to visit her
boyfriend.

Novomlso: 'vn the bogjﬁrlewd.

Otficer 2 !800% ano that's her mother?

Noumlso: Grancdmother.



Officer 2: We can't help you. Wailk for 24
hours.

Ndumiso: My police officer...

Otficer 2: Colonel...

Noumiso: | don't care You wank to tell me that
with all the GBV cases getting reportedt
everyday there are cases You take for granted?
Huh?

Otficer 2: That's not what | satd.

Ndwmiso: If it happens something happens to
her [ will hold yow accountable. I'LL personally



make sure that You get fired and never get
hived anywhere atter that.

Officer 2: Ave You threatening me?

Ndumiso: Threats ave for cowards.

He swallowed stepping back and pulled a file
taking out the pen.

Officer 2: You satd what hoppened again?



He called Mampanza and she walked over to
theme and narvvated the whole stm/@ thewn
Mmovents Later tm@ wallkeed out.

The police gathered discussing them...

Officer 1: He probably killed hey.

Officer 2: My susplelon exactly

Spowsored



now he's here ordering us around pretending
to be a caring sown n Law.

Officer 1: | know his type don't allow him to
get to You. He wanted to score polnts with us.

He shoolke s head awnd thew called the next
Person on the que.



Meanwhile outsiole she vested her hanad on the
wall bending dowwn as her back ached.

Noummlso: Ave You olfeag?

Mampanza: I'lL be fine my back is aching. |
never stand for this Long.

Nadumlso: | see.



She held her hand and tlfx% wallkeed sLong
and he opened the backe door for her thew got
tnstoe driving out.

TM@@ WEnt to bt/% the tiles and thenw went to
pharmacy before he drove her home.

Noumiso: (helped her sit on a chatr) Ave You
sure Yow'll be fine? [ can get someone to help

50%.

MaMpanza: (shook her head) Ave You the
father?



Nouwmiso: What?

MaMpanza: That's the owtg soun
@xpta natLow.

Noumlso: 'm.. L.,

MaMpanza: Yes or no. Come to think of it that
was the car that dvopped her off yesterday.

Noumiso: (brushed his hands) 'ma sorry.

MaMpanza: So [t's 50%?

NAUMLSD:. ..



MaMpanza: You can Leave.

Ndumlso: Thank you.

He walked out as she grinned arching her
back thew stood up and went to Lie dowwn after
praying for her granddaughter's satety.

She thought of her pregnancy and scoffed tn
disbelief. Why would Nhlahla hide hin?

Yes she wasn't Lmpressed with the pregnancy
but the father was responsible and he respected



womewn. That alone was enough for her to
accept hime.,

At Themitbalamdi's house. ..

Later that day Nkostnamd stood by the fence
talking to Thembalaml.

Nami: [ean't help You if you don't tell me the
problem.



Themtbalami: We ordered a it o Nhlahla and
Later called it off but now Khna V\@L LS
blackmailing wme with that information.

Namdi: You think [ have got time to waste.
Nobodty orders a hit on someone and go
around telling people.

Thembalaml: 'va serlous. | sugogested
something else but Khanyl tnsisted on
oetting a hitman.

Naml: A hitman all for a man who doesn't
want Yyou?



Thembalamdi: (crying) | know it was stupld off
e but ' desperate Ndu can't find out about
what | tried to do @sp@clau@ stinee she's now

MLSSLING).

Naml: She's missiing?

Thenwtbalamd: | heard people talking about Lt.

Namt: Yooh he's golng to Rill you.

Themwtbalanal: | hope Lt doesn't conne to that.

Namdi: Believe me LE'LL. You don't kinow how
protective he is over that girl. He kills for her
Literally.



Themtbalamti: ©oh God!ll

Naml: call Your hitman and conflrm the
cancellatlomn.

Thentbalamd: 'm gotng to meet up with him
rtght now. [ need You to convince Notumiso
that [ didn't do anything. You're the only
person he trusts so please take advantage of
that.

Noamd: 'L try Let's go...

Minutes Later the hitmean arvvived tn thelr
usual Spot...



Hitmam: What Ls this?

Naml: 'm paying so | desenve to be here.

Hitmam: Oh olkkn Y.

Naml: Are You sure You didn't ketll hey?

Hitiamn: Yes. | dLdn't toueh her. | sweay.

Nawml: (Looked ot Lamal) That's better.



She wodded and ribbed her avrms Looking
around as the guys counted the money...

At Noumlso's house...

Later that night Ndumiso stayed tn the darie
watching videos on his phone. Her videos
brought teavs to his eyes as he tilted his heao
up rubbing his eyes.



She can't Lleave hime. [t was meossLbLe. T’/\%'\/e

been Looking all over for her but she was
nowhere to be found.

A Rnock spun on the door. He paused the video
and flicked the lamp standing up...

NoAumLso: Yes.

Volce: Pollce open!!



He opened and stepped out Looking at them
under the moonlight as thetr carvs flashed thelr
Lights in the wlddle of the yard.

Police: Ave You Ndumlso Moletshe?

NoAuUmLso: Yes.

Police: We would Likee You to come wWith us.

NoumLso: \/\/1/15?



Pollce: A bo&lg that wmatehes Nhlahlenhle's
description has been found in the bush bg DL
of the drunkards.

Noumiso: We've Leaving now? The Lady we saw
eavlier Ln the viver also meatehed her
descvlptﬁom.

Police: | don't kwnow about that...The old Ladg
asked to come with You Lt You don't mind.

Ndumiso: No | don't I'me comiing,.



He went bnstde and put on a hoodte taking his
Phone with him. He put his hands together on
his face praying for her safety. She was
definitely not dead his Nhlahla was out there
probably scared but definitely ot dead!!
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At Noumlso's house...

He saw her mother getting out of her house
and excuseo himself...



MaZtkrhall: wWhat Ls gotng on? wWhat are the
police dolng here?

Noumiso: Nhlahla ts missing and they might
now something so we've golng to conflim Uf
Lt's veally her.

MaZLkehall: Oh! Do You want me to come with

Yyous
Noumiso: No You can go back to sleep.

MaZkhall: Let me Rwnow how Lt went. I'LL walt

for you.



NoAumLso: Ol@ag VALAVAA.

He walked to the police car and found
MaMpanza seated at the back with her eyes
closed. He greeted her and Looked ahead thew
the police drove out as he swallowed non-stop
wetting his dry throat.

Minutes Later they parked at the entrance of
the bush and walked inside Lighting thetr
torchs to wheve other officers and the forensic
teame were watting for them.



They took a deep breath and Leaned over
Looking tnstde the black body bag as the
officer Lit her face.

MamMpanza quickly Let go of his hand and
fell on her lnees crying touching her foce all
pver. He clenched his jaws and brushed his face
Ln disbelief.



Pollce: 1S this her?

MaMpam,za:(cr@Lm,@) Oh my baloa! Yooh my
God wot iy baby)!

N oA UmLSo: Yes Lt's her.

There she was laying with her eyes opened and
blood coming out from the corner of her mouth
and a blg scar on the left side of her face.

She pulled the zipper dowwn and her hawnols
shoolk as she stared at the stab wounds on hey
chest and tummy). Her chest rose and fell as
her atrway tightened her blood pressure



skyrocketing and thew she placed her hands
on her chest gasping for air.

The paramedics quickly attended to as the
other one brought a stretcher and they took her
to the anmbulance whilst the police zipped up the
body bag and held each stdes walking away
as he staved at where she was laying,.

Owne officer tapped him on the o and he
turned...



Officer: Please step back this s a crime scene
and we would also Like to take Your statement.

Ndumtso: [ will come dowwn to the statlon
tomLoYrow.

Offlcer: We need Lt now.

Nolwmlso: [ satd tomorvow Mr officer.

Officer: [ hear You.



He walked out of the forest just as people
gathered Ln thelr sleepwear.

Others whispered amongst themselves
polnting at him as he walked to the

ambulance...

Ndumiso: WLLL she be fine?

Pavamedic: Her blood pressure Ls too high but
she'll be fine.

NoAumLso: You won't aovalt her?



Paramedic: No she'll go back home. WL You
be able to walt for her?

Ndumiso: (stohead) No.

The pammedic nooded and he slid his hands
in his pockets and took the long journey back
howre.

I is arvival at homwe he stmzped naked and
left owtgj his boxers thew sat L the darke
Leaning against the wall until the next

MOVLILG.



I LS mother's house...

The next morning she placed dowwn the bucket
and thew wiped her hands veaching for her
ringing phone.

MaZ.lkhall: Baba W\jam? (how are you)



Msindazwe: 'wm fine how are You doing this

MOVALING?

MaZikhall: Not fine Whewn [ was fetehing
water | heavd that your daughter tn Law has
passed ow.

Msindazwe: Whewn did that happen?

MaZikhall: They found her last night.
Apparently they found another body the day
before but Luckily it wasw't her but o woman,
murdered by her abusive boyfriend.

Msindazwe: Does he kinow?



MaZikhall: (stohed) Yes he saw her Last night.
| went to his house today but he tgnored me.

Msindazwe: That's not good. (took a deep
breath) 'Ll talk to my boss and thew come
baclke home.

MazZikhall: Do you think that's a goodt Loen?

Msindazwe: (t's worth o try | need to be theve
'L sure e weeds mee Let mee call You baclk.

MaZ llkehall: OR.



She stepped out and Looked at his house she
couldn't tmagine the pain he was going
through. Losing the mother of your child and
Your child at the same time.

i only he could open the door so that she could
conflrme that he was alright. He Loved her she
saw Lt bn his eyes a few days back. His
endless smiles and beaming face. Her son was
hoppy and content and now all of that was
gone Leaving him with nothing but sadness.

Mowments Later he stepped out and went to the
oate but turned back when he saw her...



Noumlso: Mama how are you?

MaZikhall: ' fine You?

Nolwmlso: (faked a smile) 'me good. s
everything okray?

MaZtkehall: | heavo about Your olrlfriend.
How are You holding up?

Nduwmiso: 'L be fine.

MaZLikehall: Ave You sure?



Ndumtso: (swallowed) ' surve. We'll talke
whew [ get back. 1 need to be somewhere.

She nwooded and he left...

At Nhlahla houwse...

He lknocked on the door and stepped back.
Being there felt welvd he wasw't comfortable



espectally stnce he has been sleepling with thetr
dauohter.

MOAMPANZA gtowta op@w@d the doovr and went
back in atter inviting him in.

Noumilso: How are You dolng) gogo?

MaMpanza: Trying my best to cabm down. |
can't die without burying her.

Noumiso: | understand Ls there anytiing |
can do for You?



MamMpanza: | need to inform her father's
fanmily and my son about her passiing.

Nowmltso: [ ecan call them for You.

She stood up and went to get her notebook
wheve all the numbers werve written.

MaMpanza: Seaveh Mbuzewnl ano Antl
Phindlile.



He found thelr nuumbers and called them
putting the call on loud speaker.

Mbuzewnl: Hello.
MAMPpANZA: Mbuzewnl this LS Your mother.

Mbuzent: Ma [ don't have money [ recently got
demoted...

MaMpanza: Nhlahla has passed on.



Mbuzent: Haww that's bad. UL come atter work
with my wife.

MaMPpanza: Ooh.

Mbuzent: Yebo and please inform her family
they need to come and take their chila.

MamMpanza: 'L bw@...

Mbuzenl: Ma stop belng diffleult

Spowsored



| recently got demoted...

MamMpanza: Nhlahla has passed O

Mbuzenl: Haww that's bad. 'L come atter work
with my wife.

MaMpanza: Ooh.

Mbuzeni: Yebo and please tnform her family
tm@ need to come and take thelr child.

MaMpanza: Il bwr@...



Mbuzent: Ma stop belng diffieult You Rinow
You can't bury a Nowandwe bn my father's
home Stnadl was waarried to that wman and
Nhlahla was born L wedloclke. We have no
business buryng her.

MaMpanza: Why are You saying it Like this
wasw't her home?

Mbuzent: That's because tt wasn't. Nhlahla
needs to go back home eHluhluwe. We can't
waste our money bu\/g/u/\,@ her. 'Ll call you my
wife is calling me.

He hano up and she stghed wiping her tears.
Reatl‘cg hit her she was alowne with wo one to



help with the burial. She kinew the Nowandwe
fa mily and knowing the kind of people they
were a hge flght was about to break out.

Nddumlso: Should [ call the other one?

MamMpanza: (sniffed) call her.

it rang for a while before she picked...



Phindile: Yebo.
MaMpanza: Phindl tt's me Nhlahla's granny.

Phindile: (shuffling) Awu ma is everything
oRAY?

MaMpanza: Nothing Ls okay. (t's Nhlahlenhle
Nhlahla has passed on and [ thought [ should
Lnform You.

Phundile: Nl@os'gjamﬁ whew did this happen?

MamMpanza: Last nlght.



She hang up and called them back after a few

MLNUEES .

Phindile: 've sorvy for hanging up on You. |
was still shocked.

MaAMPanza: | understand.

Phindile: ULl Let the family know and get
back to You. I'm not howte at the moment so ('L
be there tomorrow.

MaMpanza: It's 0@5.



Phindile: Don't Worry 'Ll help wherever [ can.
Are You wLlth someone there?

MaMpam,za: Y@g.

Phindile: Okay Please get her body transterved
to Siphosethu funeral services today before
they charge us wore. | Rnow how corvupt Your
police are so they obviously called private
funeral senvices to remove her body from the

CYLLE SCENE.

Ndumliso: 'Ll do that.

Phindile: Yes...that'll be all. 'Ll have someone
bring the necessary documents to You.



MaMpanza: Thank, You.

Phundile: You don't have to remind me this
was my brother's child. Don't call anyone at
hovee. They might blame you. 1L call them. 1f
You need anything please Let me kinow.

MaMpanza: \We wWLLL.

Phindile: ol@ag bge AL,

She hang up and she exhaled tn velief.



Noumiso: | need to go to the police station
don't You have any relatives can call?

MaMpanza: It's owtg MY SO S0 'Ll watt for
him. You can leave | will be fine.

Ndumlso: | see. ('vin soVrY for Your Logs. I'LL
come and feteh You Latey.

MamMpanza: Okay 'L watt for You.



She sighed and rubbed her swollen eyes and he
oot up and left...

She looked around the voome ana bit her Lower
Lip regrettably. if only she settled for the
panado none of this would've happened. She
probably screamed for help before taking her
Last breath. She shut her eyes thinking of the
paln she went through when they stabbed her.
They probably started with her stomach
Rilllng her soul first before finishing her off.
Nhlahla was wnocent she didn't deserve what
happened to her. She was only 20 years!!



She threw her head back crying hysterieally
as a few wovman welcomed themselves in
carrying thelr bibles with scarfs over thelr
shoulders. They endbraced her as she sobbed
Letting it all out. They started singing softly
as thelr tears fell. (t wasn't about Nhlahla
anywmore Lt was about the dark clowd hanging
over their village. They were losing thetr
daughters Like flies and nobody was dotng
anything about it. If it wasw't a boyfriend
Rilling her girlfriend it was a woman turning
up dead floating tn a dam or burted tn o
shallow grave in the flelds.

Wourwan 1:(teary eyed) Ungnbe usakhala
Thabekhulu awuwedwna stikhona sizwelana



nawe. (Dow't ery You've not alone we've here for
You and we feel Your pain)

She shook her heao as move tears fell.

At Noumlso's house. ..

Hours Later his phone vibrated tndicating a
message from an unsaved number. He
olanced at the screen and sighed getting off
bed.



He couldn't help but feel Like she's the reason
behindl her death Like he didn't protect them
enouah. He changed his tshivt and put on his
white converse before taking the car lkeys. He
Looked for his wateh and found Lt tn the
bathroom thew Looked at it for a while before
putting it on. His wateh of Life stoppead with
her and Lostng her meant his wateh has
stoppedt moving and he had to adjust to this
Life thing without her.
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At Nhlahla's house...



The next day Mbuzenl stood by the door
shouting at his mother. His wife finished
preparing tea and placed it binfront of her...

Mbuzent: You can't stay alone we're not
Leaving you behind. | don't kinow why You're
worrying Yourselt about dead people. Her
fanmily needs to come and feteh her You don't
have mowney anot You're not sane enough to
hondle funeral preparations.



MaMpanza: | dow't care 'm still burying my
child. I you want to Lleave Leave. | didn't ask
anything from you. My neitghbours and the
councillor will assist me just like everyone
else. The sun will not stop shining just
because You're against everything that |
believe Ln.

Mbuzewnl: You can't burden these people...

MamMpanza: (snapped) Hey Mbuzenl fuseg!!
You wawnt to leave? Leave we don't cave.
RUALAG Your mouth as it You've ever taken
any responstbility in your Life. You killed
Your father with Your recklessness Your sister
died wnhappy because of You and now You're
trying to find a way to validate your wickea
ways. Leave me alone ' not golng to turn
nto Your doormat.



Mbuzenl: | didn't meawn Lt Ln that way You
dow't have to bring my father...

MaMpanza: (to his wife) Sisi wee? Talkeg Your
nusband and Leave my house.

Wife: Ma?

MaMpanza: Nyaa tni? Take this thing and
leave vy house.

She stopped packing the groceries and took her
bag golng out. Mbuzenl clicked his tounge
anol went to unpack thew Left with his



groceries. MamMpanza scoffed in disbelief and
went to dispose the tea tn the basin.

Phindile knocked on the door and stepped
Lnstde taking off her shoes.

MaMpanza: Dow't take off Your shoes.

Phindtile: OIQM how are You?



MAMPANZA: ' flne how was Your trip? You
dlon't get Llost right?

Phindile: No | asked around.

She placed the plastic bags on the floor and sat
down.

Phindile: You've staying alone?

MaMpawza: Y@s.



Phindlile: (sadtg) ' sorry to hear that.

MaMpanza: IT's ohaa.

Phindile: [ spoke to my brother and he said
Nhlahla Ls supposed to get buried back home.

MaMpanza: | RINOW.

Phindile: (stghed) After finding out the cause
of her death they dow't want you there.

MAMPANZA: BuUt | dion't lkill hey.

Phindile: [ know but they don't want you to
come. Foreing Lt might results tn iy uncles



hurtlng You. 1 veally wish there was
something | could do but there lsn't.

MamMpanza: So I'm not golng to pay my Last
respects?

Phindile: (shoole her head) No.

She stratghtened her arms on the table
dropping her eyes defented. She had no money
no family and nwo means to fight them.
Atleast they were golng to give her a dignified
funeral.



At Nodumlso's house...

Nieostnamt walked through the gate
MazZikhall saw hime and walked out calling

N, ..

MaZtkrhall: Nadumlso LS not Lin.

Nlkostnanmil: The cayr LS here.



MaZitkhall: Your bags ave ln Your house are
Yow also there?

Nleosinamil: (so{ttg) No.

Maziihall: T will tell him you were Looking
for him.

Nlkostnamil: Thanke Y-

She walked back tnstde and he mouthed wow
and Left. Msindazwe chiuckled Looking at her
as she cluclkeed wiping the table.



MaZikhall: | don't feel that friendship it's a
Pty ean't choose friends for Ndu but | can't
tolerate that boy any longer.

Msinodazwe: Let them be. Let wmee go and check
up ow b 1'LL be back.

MaZtkhall: omM.

He went to s house

Spowsored



he pushed the door and got tn. He found him
Leaning against the wall next to the window
Looking outstde with his hands tn his pockets.
He took a deep breath his hearvt shattering and
steppedt towards him.,

He pulled him binto a ug as tears burned his
eyes. His body shook as he held his father
tlghter burying his face in his shoulder...



Msindazwe: Quna noodana ungabe usakhala
usephumule.

He took a sharp breath and dropped a tear. tHe
Let 0o of him and held his arms Looking at
N,

Msindazwe: IE'LL be alright. This too shall pass.

Ndumiso: She died bn pain. Those stalb
wouwnds and... (exhaled) my babg was stabbed
before she could see the world...



His volce shook and he turned away from his
father ano wiped his tears as his heavt vaced.

Her grandmother was now alone with noone to
take cave of her and he also couldn't do
anything about that. The sad part was that
there was possibility of the killer getting away
with tt. Nobody cared the police didn't care this
was golng to turn to another cold case Like the
rest.

More tears fell whew he thought of the Love they
shaved so pure and Lnocent. She loved him
and he Loved hime back with wo Limitations
couldn't the universe grant them wore time
together?



He shook his head feeling Light headed. He
stagoered back and wissed a step falling on
his back. He latd on his back with his eyes
closed as his head ached. The room spun and
he slowly opened his eyes. His father crouched
next to him...

Msinodazwe: Ave You 0%@&5?

Noumlso: I'vn olfea@.



Msindazwe: Whewn Last odid You sleep or hadl
something to ent?

Noummlso: | don't know.

Msindozwe: You need to rest. You're also
N,

NAdumlso: (so{ttg) | don't want to vest. | just
want my family. everything was coming
together. Next week ' getting promoted she
was pregnant and happy to be with me. My
Life was content and at peace and now 'm
stuck with an tmage of her laying tn a body
bag with disturbing stab wounds.... | don't
Want to vest | just want her.



Msindazwe: Sown You can't talk Like that
You're breaking my heart. Allow us tnto Your
pain. We also lost a grandehilad you've not
alowne Ln this.

Naumlso: (shook is head) Cawn | be alone?

Msindazwe: (stghed) | Will give You space but
'm taking the ey with me.

He went out Locking the door behind hine. He
bit his Lower Lip concealing his cries as his
teavs fell.



He Let them flow wnkil he eventually fell
asleep...

At Nhlahla's house...

Phindile opened the metallic trunk and pulled
an old {Lip file whilst MaMpanza sat on bed
telling her what to Look for.



MamMpanza: Nhlahla used to pay for the
Lnsurance every month without {atl. The
dlocuments are there.

She searched through the file until she found
thewt and she took thew out and read for a
while before nodding.

Phindile: ( found theme. UL clatm the money
and give Lt to You.



MaMpanza: You don't have to oo that. Use Lt
for the funeral. My son will come and get e
any 0{05 from now.

Phindile: 'm sorvy again for thelr decision.

MaMpanza: It's otfea@.

She pullea an envelope at the corner ana
opened Lt taking out a melted PS nstde and
thew saw the love Letter. She opened Lt out of
curilosity as her phone vang from her handoag.

She picked and spoke for o while before
putting Lt back.



She vead the first and the last paragraph then
blushed and put it back whilst shaking her

head. v this oma people still pour thelr hearvts
out own 0 plece of paper?

Phindile: (to herself) Love Like this still

exLst?.. . Mama oo You RInOW any Noumlso
arouwnol here?

MaMpanza: He's the one who called You.

Phindile: Awu baklthl. .. anyway my brother

Just called we the family is burying her in
two days.



MaMpanza: WL everything be set by then?

Phindile: [ think so. 'L stay with You until
Your son comes back. It's not safe for an old
womaw Liike You to stay alone.

MOAMPANZA: Y ou don't have to.

Phindile: | Lnslst.
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At Nhlahla's house...

Mbuzenl's wife packed mamMpanza's things
and went to place them tn the car whilst she
sat on the chatr chatting with Phindile.



Phindile had called Mbuzenl the night before
and asked hime to come anad get his wmother.

Mbuzenl and his wife decided on renovating
the house and thew rent Lt to students seeking
accommodation near the school. MamMpanza
was obviously wnhappy with leaving her howe
she once shaved with her husband but she had
no other optlon. The house had good and bad
memories but Lt was thwe to Let it go.

She sadly Llooked at her daughter in Law as she
carvied Nhlahla's bags to the car knowing that
they were about to leave. She wanted to see
Ndumiso for one Last time and thank him for



his help. He might've not been aware of it but
be was truly a blessting tn thelr Lives. He wos
the first guy to see them and ook past thelr
poverty but mostly to see an adult tn her not a
sex toy. She knew his tamily and they were
one of the vichest tn the village but he wasn't
proud.

He wos humble and caring may God bless
hime abundantly.

Mbuzenl: We've done mamia.



Phindile pieked her bag and walked out as she
stood up reaching for her walking stick and
Looked around the room before making her
way out.

Mbuzent Locked the door and helped his mother
to the car as fresh tears fell from her eyes.

He started the car and drove out...

Ko v%’ugéte's house...



She Llatad tn her room thinking about Nhlahla.
She wawnted her dead and wow that she was
really gone she wasw't happy. She wasw't sure
Lf the hitman was telling the truth about not
Rilling her. Maylbe he was scarved of getting
lmplicated should things tun south for them.

Now that she was thinking about it Nhlahla
Was Lnnocent. The pmbtem was wWith her and
her 8&%5 midlife crisis.

The Younger girl than her was prospering tn
Lite and getting everything she ever dreamt
off. Life was unfatlr on hey!



Her passing hit a Lot of people havd and shook
a Lot of Young women in the village. Nobody
was safe anymore with all the killings going
on she too was scaved for her Life.

she badly wanted the police to find the killer
and put her heart at ease. If they found that
thelr hitman didw't kRill her they were golng to
relax and change thelr ways of Living. Having
someone's blood on Your hands tsw't child's
play hopefully they didn't have a had in her
death.

At Ndumlso's house. ..



He popped the pills tn his mouth and drank
four glasses of water thew sat down feeling
nauseateol. He hateol pills for a veason and her
mother Loved them more thaw she Loved her
fields so she forced hime to drink them.

A while Later he walked out putting a bucket
hat over his head and met up with Nikostnamt

by the gate.

Nleosinantl: Sup? GoLng somewhere?



Ndumiso: To check Up on the oldl L&mﬁg.

Nleosinanil: | see. Look ['ma sorry about the
pLLLs.

Noumiso: No prob you were revealing Yyour
true colors.

Nicostnaml: But still [ was wrong.

Nowmtso: That's who You've don't try ana
excuse Your ehavior. 'm not golng to waste
my breath on You because [ know something
blg Ls coming.

Nikostnamt: BLY?



Noumiso: You kinow when people start
showlng who they've they become comfortable
and do more. Not buying the pills Ls nothing

trust mie.

Nlkostnamil: [t was a mlstalke | won't repeat.

Ndumlso: We don't kinow slzwa ngawe.

They walked through the gate and he frowned
seeing the door Locked. Nawl notices the tyre
tracks and showed him.



Notumiso: They've still new meaning she

{’u/battg letft.

Nawml: She was Leaving?

Ndumlso: She satd something like that.

He reached for his phone and called Phindile...

Phindile: Hello.



Noumiso: Hey Yow've speaking to NolumiLso
' not sure L You know me but Your mother
used my phone to call you the other day.

Phindile: Oh omg. How can [ help You?
Ndumlso: (s the old Ladg with You?

Phindile: No 'ma at howee. She left with her

SO
Noumiso: She's not going to the funeral?

Phindile: Yes she's not but you can come if
You want to. The funeral will be held at home

tomorvow.



Noumtso: I'LL come.

Phundlile: Ohﬂg 'Ll send the Locatlon a{ter the
call.

Ndumiso: That would be great thank You.

Phindlile: MYy pleasure.

He hang up and sadly Looked at thelr house. A
part of hivme was happy that she won't be alone
anymore but another parvt of him was sad. He
hod to go back and pack his bags because after
the funeral he was golng back to durban. This



thme around he wasw't sure if he'll ever come
back. He had wo veasow to.

Ndumlso: Let's go.

Tlxleg went baclk homee L stlewnce.

At Ndumlso's house. ..



Later that day he latd on his back watching
videos on his phone. He veplayed a particular
video taken tn Elephant Lake hotel when she
was swinging on the swing giggling happily
with her head tilted up whilst he pushed her. He
wasw't comfortable with her on the swing
because he was scaved that the chatns might
miraculously break and hurt her. tHer
contaglous glgoles had hime chuckling she
Looked so happy tn that video!

A lknock sounded on the door he paused the
video ana went to open. Lami walked tn
Leaving hbm on the door. He closed the door
and turned to her ready to tell her off but



oaspedt whew he saw her naked self standing
infront of him.

Noumiso: What are you dolng here?

Loami: (walking towards him) Stop asking
qu@stiaws Nou. [ kRmnow You wawnt this. one
rouno wWon't vt anyone.

Nduwmlso: | can't do it Lt's wrong.

Lamil: No Lt not. | Rinow You've saol Let e help
You take your mind off things.



She knew people made stupld dectstons in his
state and she was about to take advantage of
that. she rested her pabms on his bare chest
and stood on her toes kissing hime as he Rissed
her back. She pulled dowwn his briefs and held
his neck deeplng the kRiss as he pieked her up
and threw her on bed kicking off his briefs.

She bt her Lower Lip as her puUssy throbbed
whewn she saw his black dowheg dicke with Lt
shiny mushroom head which was Licking of

‘PY@C(/U/VL.

She spread her Llegs apart as he got bn between
her Legs...
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At Ndumlso's house. ..

The next day he got off bed and shook
Thenmbalami waking her up.

She murmured turniing to the stoe as he got
annoyed and shook her agatn.

Noumlso: Walke P WMU are Yyou Lomorting me?

Thembalaml: Give me flve.



He clicked his tounge and walkeed to the
window and shifted the curtain to the side
atleast it was still dark outstde and his
parents were still sleeping. He couladn't risie
belng seen with her.

He went back to her and peeled off the duvet
throwlng her dress at hey.

He grabbeo her avm pulling her off bed. She
Yyawwned standing up and put on her dress

thew zipped it Lnfront.



Themtbalanl: Aren't You gonng walle me pout?

He stghed and wallkeed her to the gate then
went back as she sighed sadly Limpling her
way home her whole body aching. NRostnami
Left one of his entanglements halfway and
saw her. He swallowed a patnful Lump n his
throat whewn a realisation hit hine. Nowatter
what she was never golng to be his. She haol
countless chances to choose hime but she
always did the opposite.

Fromt her walle he could tell that he pmbabtg
toolk out all his frustrations on her and fucked
that pussy with wo mercy.



Kinowing how unsafe the netghborhood was he
followed her at a distance until she walked
through the gate. She stood by the wall and
Leaned on Lt with her Legs spread apart and
wiped her tears thew walked tnside.

He heaved a sioh and went back home.

Few hours later Noumiso placed his bags tn
the car and went to his mother's house.

His father opened and allowed him tn.



Msindazwe: Yow've leaving alrendy?

NoAUmLSo: Yes.

Mstndazwe: 'vn sorvy You had to go alowe |
need to be Ln Pletermaritzburg today.

Noaumlso: | understand.

His mother walked tn tying her gown and sat
down feeling sleepy.



MazZikhall: You've leaving? Ave You sure the
funeral is today?

Ndumiso: That's what tmg satd. [ don't kRmnow
Lf everything is in place (don't even know
WM@ ave theg L a vush to bw@ hev.

MaZikhall: Don't worry Yourself with that
focus on paying your Last respeets to her then
Leave. \Whewn people are grieving they tend to
say a Lot of pabnful words and blame
everyone. They might blame you and you
dow't want that so help Yourself by distancing
Yourself from any dramatic situations yow'll
come Across there.

Noumlso: | heayr You.



MaZikhali: (got up and hugged him) Safe
Joww@g | Love You please take care of 50%1/5&{.

Novmiso: | will.

MaZikhall: Dld you take the food [ prepared
for You?

Ndumlso: | did.

MaZikhall: Put it in a freezer anod warm it
when You're hungry. Don't starve Yourself
andl don't throw my food away that would be
throwing away my love for you.

Ndumlso: (chucelkled so{t%) 'Ll eat it all of it.
Do You want me to record myselt eating?



MaZtkhall: Mxmn Leave my house because
You have stavteod with Your macness.

He volled his eyes and hugged her again before
Letting go and shook his father's hand.

Ndumtso: 'L call You.

Msindazwe: Please do. Goodbye.



He nodded and wallkeed to the car as tmg stoodl
by waving whilst he drove out.

At Themtbalamdi's house. ..

She latd Ln bed whilst GV@LVL@. She waswn't
aware that the pain will be 10 times worse than
breaking Your virginity. He kept on golng
with wo cave tn the world tt was Like a beast
was unleashed tnstde him. Turntng her
around Like he was turning braaipacke tn the
fridge. He was too blg but that didn't stop him



from going deeper and deeper filling up the
space tnstde her until she couldn't go any
further.

Her whole body was burning and filled with

hickeys. [t was golng to take a while before the
pan eased up.

Her phone rong under the pillow as a kinock
sounded on the door. She sniffed and picked...

Naml: Lanl m@.



Thembalamt: (cleaved her throat) Huh?

Namdt: You good? Conee out I'm passing by the
pate.

Thewibalamal: [ can't.

Nawmdi: Please ('ve got something for you.
Something You need to hear.

Thembalamdi: ' coming,.

She got off bed and stagoered towards the door
as her legs cramped then Leaned against the
wall regaining her balance thew slowly wallked



to the gate passing her Younger cousting and
sisters playing with a skipplng rope Ln the
middle of the yard.

She fL’W\,cl/l@Oi orinnling with every step she
took wntll she {Lwattg veached hin.,

Namt: Yow good? What happened to Your Legs?

Thembalamd: ( fell.

N anLL: Reattg NOW 2

Themtbalanat: Yes.



They walked away from the gate and stopped
thew she sat on a log Looking at hime serolling

through his smartphone.

Namil: What 'me about to show You L't
gonn sit well with You believe me on that one
so | don't want any meutsi\/e declslons.

Thewtbalaml: Now You're seartng mee.



Naml: Dow't be scaved | et up with Nou this
morning and he tolo me about what happened
Last night.

Themtbalanl: Told LYou what 8%&0&8?

Namdi: How You threw Yourself at him and
how he fucked your Loose pussy only because
You were begging for Lt Laml You need to
stay away from this guy. He doesw't Love you
I'm sure a Lot of people knows about the night
You haa.

She swallowed feeling ashamed as he played
one of the old recordings they recorded whilst
drunie. She tearfully Listened as he went on



anod on about how Loose her pussy was and how
much he didn't enjoy sex with her. He went on

to say that the only way he come was becaunse

he thought of his glrlfriend.

Naml ratsed his eyebrows Looking at her
expression changing from belng ashamed to
extreme anger as her hawnds shooke and her nose
flaved. That should be enough to keep her away

from him.

He saw the recording saved tn s phone what
she didwn't know was that the vecording was
from years ago whew they were still doing
matrie and the girlfriend he was talking
about was Lol herself but siince they weren't
mentloning any names it was easy to fool
her.



She angrily stood up and marched back honee
Lonoring the pain she was feeling. She was
going to teach hinme a lesson he'll never foroet.
she loved him yes but that kind of disrespect
was way too mueh it was easy to fool her.

She angrily stood up and marched backe howe
Lonoring the pain she was feeling. She was
golng to teach him a lesson he'll never forget.
She Loved him yes but that kind of disrespect
was way too much she wasw't golng to take Lt
Lyting down.



At Nhlahla's howe. ..

In the graveyard Ndumiso quietly stood by
with the crowd Listening as the priest finished

praying whilst a few family members sat
under the gazebo.

He took a chunk of soil and dropped it in the
orave whilst holding his blble



Pastor: Uthull othulint untlotha emilothent
thlabathl emhlabathint.

The family mendbers were called over to come
and throw tn the soll on her grave. They all
did one by one as his heart broke tinto
thousand pleces. He wished for one last chance
to see her and say goodbye his heart didn't
want to accept that she was gone. Things
weren't meant to be Like that. And Looking at
everyone crying those crocodile tears angered
hine. Her grandmother should've been theve she
was with Nhlahla through everything,.



The crowd softly sung as the guys started
filling her grave. He bit his Lower Lip as a long
tear dropped from his eye. He asked to pass
and walked back to his car as Phindile
furvowed her brows Looking at hime as he fatled
to open the door. Maybe Lt was him but then
she wasnw't suve so she stghed and Looked
ahead.

He got bnsioe his car and rested his foreheno
ow the steering wheel as tears burned his eyes.
His throat cracked with pain as he breathed out
through his mouth feeling suffocated. He
brushed his face and covered his mouth with
his hands.



He took o deep breath and Looked at her p’wtw@
L is wallet and swalled ten r{uttg...

Ndumliso: Rest easy my Love 1'LL atwags Love

60%.

He kissed the pleture and starvted the car thew
drove out without Looking back...

At NodumLso's howmee. ..



Later that day just after the sunset three police
cars pulled over by the gate and officers
steppedt out walking through the gate as his
mother stepped out confused.

Officer: Sawbona mama.

MaZikhall: Yebo can | help You?

Otficer: We've Looking for Nolumiso Mdletshe
wheve can we finol him?



MaZikhall: He left what do you need him for?
S this about Nhlahlenhle?

Officer: | don't Rinow who that is mam wWe
need hime. call hime vight now.

She veached for her phone Ln her plnatore and
called him...

Noumlso: Mama?

MaZLikehall: Wheve are You? The poL’we ave
Looking for You?



Noumlso: 1S Lt about Nhlahla?

MaZlikhall: Apparemﬁc% not but Lt seems
ur@@mﬁc.

Noumlso: v not that far yet so UL turn back

rLoht now.

MaZlkhall: Should theﬁ watt for You?

Nolumiso: Yes. 'L be tMer@J’ust NOW.

MazZtkhalt: om%.



She hang up anol turned to them...

MazZikhall: He's coming. What do You need
him for againe

Otficer: We diodn't say.

Tlfxe@ wallkeed back to thelr cavs...
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At Ndumlso's house. ..



Half an hour Later he drove past the police cars
as they wolke up from their sleep and stepped
out following the car. He parked the car as his
mother stepped out and stretehed himself
meeting them haltway.

Ndumiso: What Ls this about?

The police he threatened a few days before
chuckled recognizing him.



Police: Ndumlso we meet agatn.

Noumlso: Do | kRnow You?

Pollce: Mxm You're under arvest ke threatist.

Under arvest for rope and attempting to kill
Miss Thembalamt Mhlongo.

Nolwmltso: (frowned) \What?



He pulled the handewffs and held his hands
cuffing them as he absent mindedly allowed
hime still confused.

Police: You have a right to remain silent
everything yow say can be ana will be used
against You tn the cowrt of Law. You also have
a right to an attorney i You don't have one
the state will provide one for You.

Nadumlso: This LS CLYaZY.

Police: Heh you think we've playing.

MaZikhall: What is the meaning of this?



She went to theme and held her son's arms
pulling him to her crying.

MaZ Lkehall: MYy son LS not o mpis‘c this Ls 0
misunderstanding.

Police: BY Lo Let um gpo.



He clucked and pushed her back and she

stagoered backwards and fell on her butt
hurting her hip. He swallowed Ln disbelief
realisting that they were actually sertous.

They roughly pushed hine to their cars and
shoved hime Lnstde and closed the doov then
drove out.

His mother got up and walked tnside the house
to get her phone as the neighbors stood by thelr
fences watching.



She dranke water to calme her nerves thew called
her hushbawnd...

Msindazwe: Nikostiazt I'lL call you back 'm
still busy with something,.

MazZtkhall: (cr@’w»@) MY babg hos been
avvested.

Msindazwe: (shuffling) what? \wWhen?

MazZitkhall: Now. [ shouldw't have called him.
t's all my fault.



Msindazwe: Calm down thew tell e what
mppem,eot?

MaZikhall: The police came here Looking for
hime and [ called hinme and told hime to comne
back only to find out that they wanted to
avrest i for vape. Rape and murder? My
son? If | knew | wouldn't have called him.

Msindazwe: Don't ery Lt's not Your fault. You
did good by calling him they were probably
conna feteh him from his workeplace and
embarrass him bnfront of his colleagues. Let
me think of something 'Ll see what [ can do.

MaZ llkehall: (wgﬁwg) MY son Ls not a roaplst
Msinaazwe You l_now N



Msindazwe: [ kinow don't cry Your blood
pressure will act up and | won't be there to help
You. Cabm down we need to be calm so that we
coan come up with a solution.

MazZtkhall: ORM@...OVMM...('LL try.

she hang up and rubbed her hip breathing
heavily.

At the potlae statiom...



The detective stood by the wall watching
Ndumlso as he Leawned backe on the chalr with
cuffs avounol his wrists.

Detectlve: You know | can do this the whole
day and night.

Noumlilso:. ..

Detective: People Like You disgust me. You
think just because You've every woman's
dreanm You have a right to go around vielating
woman and thew try to RUL them when they



wank to veport You. You're a disgrace to
manhood. And for Your own binformation 'l
make sure that You rot tn jatl. You think
You're above the law you make us Look
Lncompetent.

Nouwlso: Cawn | eall my Lawger?

Detective: You don't get to demand anything
heve we don't work for you.

NoAuUmLso: Ol@ﬂ@

Spowsored



we don't work for You.

N ol umlso: Omg 'L speak when my Lawger
arvive until thew continue ranting all that
NONSENSE. N A WAY You're REEPLAG) e
COMPANY.

He clicked his tounge and went to take his
notebook and thenm walked out.

Ndumiso Leaned forward vesting his hanos on
the table and brushed his face.



He was a bit rough on her but she didn't
complain nor try to stop him. Why would she
Lie on hime? I the case veached the ears of his
bosses then he might as well kiss his Job
gooAbYe.

He worked around woren everyoay and no
sone person coula kReep an alleged roplst
around female workers.

Naumlso: Wow!l

At Thembalaml's house...



Her mother anagrily looked at her seated on the
reedmat L her panties.

Her: Why are You embarrassing this family?
ROpE? Waswt he Your boyfriend?

Thentbalamt: (a\/gj/w\/@) He was but | didn't
want to have sex with hinme. He forced himself

O MAE.



Her: Futeg!! That sounds even more stuptd.
How does Your boyfriend rape You? What were
You doting) tn his roome? What were You
expecting? You were dating he had every right
to have sex with You espectally stinee Yo were
Ln his house. What ave people golng to say?
My daughter has been rapecdt? Now e the
Village gossip only because my daughter chose
to announce to the world that she had sex with

a @u@?
Themtbalaml: 'va SOVrY.

Hers NYorry? 1s Your sorry golng to fix
anything? ' disappointed tn You. Very
disappointed! My owwn daughter dragging the



Mhlongo name through the mud? The
dauahter | carvied for nine months went out to
Look for a penis and then announced it for the
whole world to kinow.

She shook her head and thew stavted cryiing as
she swallowed vegretting her dectston. She
thought whew she saw the bruises and hickeys
she would feel her pain but she was wrong.

She couldn't even drop the charges being o
victbm was better thaw belng called a liav.



At the pot’we statiom...

The phone rang for a while and his Joburg
friend finally picked...

Volee: Sure.

NAUMLSD: Yem/l man Lt's Noumlso.

Volee: Au why are you calling me with office
numbers?



Ndumlso: ['Ve beew arvvested. cam You please
oet e a lawyer?

Volee: Ehh Lgoow Serlous?
N ol umLso: ROPE anol attempt@d mroler.
Volee: What's the plea?

Noumlso: How cawn You even ask that? You
RINOW NAE.

Voice: Sorvry. 'L speak to my lawyer friend in
Durban. she'll probably see You tomorrow.

Noumlso: Thanks meawn | owe You.



Volee: Get me another friend from the village.
Sharp.

He shook his head smiling and placed the
Phone back. The detective opened his mouth to
say something...

Ndumlso: Awnme ngescefe! Take e back to
the cells.
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At Ndumlso's house. ..

MaZikhall finished cleaning the yarod ana
went to take out the veed and Latd Lt on the
orass as one of her neighbors walked through
the gate.

She scoffed vecognizing her one of the gossip
mongers was tn her yaro. she arvanged the
reed and stratghtened dusting her hands on
her plnatore by sunset it would've dried up
and by the following day she would start
maring her reedats.



Netohbor: Kumja nl mtonloL?

MazZikhall: v fine.

Netghbor: | can tell You've always been a
strong womaw. | heard about what happened
yesterday. L want you to know that you have
my full support.

She volled heyr eyes anol went to empty the
buckets on the drume as the workers washed
thelr tools on the basin.



MaZikhall: Support for what?
Netghbor: We all lknow...
MazZikhall: | don't know hewnce | asked.

Netghbor: You don't have to pretend Like You're
ORAY...

MaZikhall: Support for what?
Netghbor: About the case.

MaZLkrhall: What case?



Netghbor: | thought your som was arrested.

MazZtkhall: Whewn was that?

NML@M@OY:Y@%LMA@QM/M@SlmOt?

The workers walked to her whtlst dryling thetr
hoands.

MaZtkhall: Ave You done?



Worker: Yes You con go and check. \We
cleaned the place Your son told ws about Your
stnuses so we cleaned all the dust.

MaZikhall: Thank yow. Did he pay you for
that?

Worlker: Yes he did. Also | won't be coming tn
tomorrow but 'Ll send someone to remew the
pawnting on the other side. He'll also chanoge

the backdoor tomorrow.
MazZikhall: [ hear You. Thank You again.

Worlkeer: The pteaswe Ls all mine. Let us get
ooLng,.



She wodded and watehed theme as tm@ went to

the car parked by the gate. They londed thelr
tools at the back and Left.

MaZitkhalt: [ have things to do it's still early
L the morning,.

Nelghbor: Not even one cup of tea?

MaZLikhall: You'll drinle tea Lin your house.



Netohbor: Awu bamntu.

MaZikhall: Yebo makhe.

She faked a chuckle and Left slightly
annoyed. [t was unliike her to have wrong

Lnformation.

MaZtkkhalt walked Linstde the house through
the back door and went to prepare to go to the
police station.



Hevr hushband was golng to call her Later and
Let her know U his Loan application was
appm\/eol bg the banke.

They used all thelr savings tn renovating
thetr house so they weren't golng to afford a
Lawyer unless they applied for a loan.

Awn hour Later she stepped out of the house and
Locked thew left after Locking the gate.

walking to the stop the nelghlbors kept on
Looking at her and gossiping. The news of her



son's arvest must've spread Like wildfive across
the village. She couladn't blame them after the
recemt activities tn thetr village. Women were
getting rapeo and killed Like flies and one
reportedt case of vape was enough to set the
whole village on five.

To many Ltk was a huge milestone one raplst
has been veported hopefully others were going
to come out and report thelr raplsts too.

She didn't kinow what went down between her
son and that girl but she kinew his son and
after the way he was a few days before she was
convinced that something else went down. A
complete different version of events.



At the potlc@ statiom...

The police opened for him and lockeed the door
behind hine. He walked around the table and
sat down factng the young lady who was
focused on her ipad her Long weave covering
her face.

He cleared his throat and she quickly Lifted
her face and he smiled vecognizing hey. He
raised his eyebrows and Leaned back tn awe.



She fixed her glasses and tucked her hatr
behind her pressing her Lips together.

Ofcourse it was hime he was a trouwble maker
bock bn varsity a part of her wasn't suprised
he was arvested. Stnce e was tn for rape she
could already conclude that the person behind
his arvest was a bitter baby mama or a crazy
ex with attachment Lssues.

He had a kind of effect on Ladies that wmade
them crazy the Lt You're not with mee then
wobodg wiLLL type ot thing.



Ndumiso: We meet again Small.

Swall: wWe do. Eabg VAAVALA OF EX2

Ndumiso: (scoffed) Ex.

Small: How bad Ls Lt?

Ndumiso: With the Little knowledge | have
about Law

Spowsored



the if You're not wilth mee then wobodg will
type of thing.

Ndummlso: We meet again sSmall.

Sweall: wWe do. Babg VAAVAA OF EX2

Noumiso: (scoffed) Ex.

Swmall: How bad Ls Lt?



Ndumlso: With the Little kinowledge | have
about Law Lt's pretty bad.

swmall: twe glad you know that. well ( did
Look at Your case o bit and you've right. It's

bad but for now we need to focus on getting
You batl.

NoAumLso: Ol@ﬂg.

swall: Yes | need you to detatl everything. |
don't want any suprises when we get to court.



He nodded and took a deep breath them
narvated everything to her as she typed all the
meorta nt detatls on her me{.

He bit his Lower Lip and placed his fist over his
mouth whenw he was done. She placed the rpad
next to her and sighed feeling sorvy for him.

He rested his elbows own the table muasking his
pa’u/\, and confusion with a stole 8)qsressiow.

She furvowed her brows a bit confused at his
expression wasn't he supposed to be sao or
angry at the tun of events?

He didn't take his eyes of her he had to
matntain that stave he couldn't have his
Lawyer using feelings whilst dealing with his



case. He wanted her sober mlnded o person
drune on enmotions alwa Ys maoe mistalkees

useless mistakes and missed all the meorta Nt
detalls.

He also Learnt that she was over senmsitlve welrd
stince she one of his friend's entanglements.

She dropped her gaze her cheelks blazing with
heat at his scruting. The room suddenly
became hot probably at his power radiating
charisma. She had to leave before she messed
things up with her client.



small: UL contact one of my contacts thew get
back to Yyou.

Ndumiso: What contacts?

swall: (shook her head) Forget ik, (t's alrendy
Friday so we'll appear before the magistrate on

Momo{ag. You'll have to spem{ the weelkeend Ln
the holding cells.

Noumlso: | see.

He got up at the same tlme as her and walked
around the table. She dropped her file and he



bent over pleking it up thew placed it on the
table dwarfing her with his helght. Even in
heels she was still that shovt glrl they attended

V{0 rsﬁtg with.

Nouniso: You can't buy helght [ told you this
before small.

He wallked to the door leaving her as she
exhaled olkay this was it Shit wasw't working

for her no move!
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At the Maglstrate's court...

Everyone who attended the case wasn't happy
about the magistrate's deciston of granting
him bail. Looking at his Lawyer everyone
could tell that the chances of hinme Losing the
case were slim to none. Thembalamdi stood by
with Khanyisile and her father as a couple of
friends held her while she cried silently.

Ndumiso stepped out holding hands with his
mother and went to stand by Unathi's car.



natht shook hands with MaZlkhall and
then she left thew to talk...

Unatht: Stinee You're golng to Durban te'll be
easier to meet and go through your case before
the trial stavts.

Nolumlso: [ see. ' not sure U 'ma goling to
stay in Durban after this. [ might be forced to
come back.



Unathi: They've not allowed to fire You based
on these accusatlons. You're Lnocent untLl
proven otherwlse.

Nodumiso: | work with women. What tf tm@
feel unsafe?

Unathl: That's on theme. You can't be crucified
for a erime you didn't commit. It's too bad
because VLObOO(ﬁ l_nows the whole truth but
that's Life.

He veached for his business carvd in his bag
and hawnded Lt to him.



mnathi: call me should You have any
pmbtems.

Noumlso: Oh...about Your payment...

Unathi: Leave that to Thudbelihle he's cashing
Ln on the favour. The case Ls pro bono bn o way.

Noumlso: | don't understand.

Unathi: (smtled) Oh You do See You avound.



He steppedt Lnside his car as Ndumliso scoffed
walking towaros his mother passing
Thembalami and her friends.
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MaZtkhall: Do You wa Nt us to pass somewhere
before we oo home?

Nolumiso: No we have to go howe. [ need to be
L Durban. 'me sure Mou Ls wondering where
his car Ls.

MaZLikhall: You're not spewdlwg the night?
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Nolumlso: No LE's too rlslfeg.

At Themitbalamdi's house. ..

She dropped her bag on bed and removed her
top then sank on her bed.

She heaved a sigh exhausted. Stince the bail
heaving had passed she wondered if she was
gong to stand the trial. That lawyer Lookea
scary he knew his story and being
Lnterrogated by him on stand was goling to be
the worst nightmare ever.



A part of her wanted to drop everything and
drop the charges but a Lot of people were
tnvolved already. Dropping the charges and
belng Labelled a Liar was out of the guestion.
Hev father believed her and he was determined

to help her a Lot of people aolmived her for her
brovely.

She heavd volces of people shouting tn thelr
gote and went to peep through the window.



She saw two men and stepped out recognizing
the other one.

Her father walked to the gate followed by her
aunt. They spoke for a while and then her
father walked stratght to him fuming tn
anoer.

Father: Yabo? Msebenzl wakho? Now we're
being sumumoned by the chief because of men
You bring tn my yard. With you we can't
focus on one thing. We have to be all over the
place because You can't plek Your battles.



Ntokazl You have to clear everything up are we
focusing on the case or Your countless men?

Thentbalamal: ['ma SOVrY.

Father: Ofcourse You're

Spomsored
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that's the only thing you know. (stghea
clostng his 6885) Don't worry about this
though. Apparently the boy Ls still alive even
though he's breathing through the machines
but he's alive. Focus on the case after all he's
the one who came Lin heve and Lnsulted us.

She wodded and he wallkeed to his house as her
aunt Looked at her...

Aunt: You Rinow | Rinow You more than Your
parents does. | hope it won't be too late when
You come back to Your senses. [ arvived first |
heard that boy and from where | was standing



he didn't Look Lilkke someone who was drunke but

carry ow.
Themtbalanl: Auntle...

Aunt: As Ve saLd carry ow.

At Nodumlso's house...

Hours Later he stepped out of his house holding
his tolletry bag speaking on his phone.



Noumlso: I'LL be theve as soon as | arvive Ln
Durbam...l understand... Thanks bge.

He hugged her mother and thew stepped back
smiling as she vubbed her eyes Looking at

N,

MaZLikhall: Look at how thin You're.

Noaumiso: (chuckled) Haww waal 'LL call You.



MaZikhall: Dow't forget to call Your father.

Ndumiso: (got bnstde the car) What for? He's
Your hushband wjewa.

MazZikhall: (chuckled through her tears)
MXI.

He stavted the car and drove out as she waved...

At Noumlso's workplace...



Adfter hours of driving he parked in the
parking Lot and took a last sip of his energy
drink and then stepped out stretehing himself
as his back ached. He fixed his golf tshirt and
his wateh before he walked bnto the butlding,.

A few workers stopped working ano watched
i some whispering amongst each other. He
rublbed his chin and went to the elevator
Loynoriing thelr staves.

Ofcourse they knew about his case and he still
dion't cave. They knew everytiiing about
everyone anyway minding them was a waste
of thme and energy.



The elevator dinged and slid open and his boss
appeaved stanoing next to the door. He saw

and sucked tn a breath walking tnside as his
heavt vaced.

Ndumiso closed the doov behind hime and

pulled a chalr sitting down after greeting
him...

CEO: Mr Mdletshe [ believe everything went
well Lf You're here.



NAUWMLSo: [ guess so.

CEO: Water?

Ndumlso: No thankes.

He shrugged and poured some for himself them
took a sip looking at him factng ahead and
then shook his head doing away with those
crazy thoughts.
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CEO: You do have aw tden of why you've here
rlohte

Naumlso: No.

CEO: We can't continue working with You.

NAUMLSO: ' Lnocent.

CEOC: The workers don't kinow that and we
don't want to make thewmt uncomfortable.

NaumlLso: [ also have rights.

CEO: | understand. Look there's o away
around this | meaw this Ls my company anol
' sure we can wWork something out.



Noumlso: There 1s?

CEO: Y@S.

He Loosened his tie and Licked his Lips vesting
his hawnds on the table Looking stratght Lin his
eyes. He leaned back folding his arms
pressing his Lips together.

Noumiso: Whteh way LS that?



CEO: You're clever why don't You work Lt out?
Ownce | Rnow You've stratght and ' also
straight. 've always fantasized about You

S0..¢

He Lifted his eyebrows and untied his
dreadlockes stratghtening them with his
fingers thew quickly turned the chatr around
getting up. He went to lock the door and slid
his hoawnd tn his pocket walking arownd the
table as he turned around to face him....
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At Noumlso's workplace...



He stood infront of him as he slowly rested his
hawds on the edge Licking his Lips.

Noumlso: So | need to sleep with You L ovder
to leeep mgjob?

CEO: Once we can find a hotel if You've
uncomtortable with my office.



Noumiso: WL that make Your workers
miraculously comfortable?

CEO: MY world Ls law [ can speak to them.

Ndumltso: 'me not dolng Lt.

CEO: (frowned) What? what are you atraid of?
Nobody Ls gonna Rinow.

Noumiso: They'vre gonna kinow belleve me and
besioles that 'mw not Linterested.

CEO: This Ls Your career we've talkeing about
here.



Noumiso: And also your arse. You Rnow
mister If [ were to fuck Your arse Your rectum
will be damaged forever trust me on that one.

He exhaled as his palms became sweaty. The
way he satd those words made him want him
even move. He has been Living a double Life for
too Long amd for hime he was prepared to come
put of the closet without any worry of what
Were people gonna say.

He was calm but the authority tn his volce
oave hine goosebumps.



There was something about hime something
that meade every man out there a s’usg@

compared to him Gooowness he was such a
macho man!

Noumlso: | won't tell anyone about Your
s@xmtit@ sp let pretem{ LLlee this never
mppemw{.

CEO: | tola you I'm stratght so what sexuality
are You talking about?

Noumiso: Belng stratght is also a sexuality.



CEO: (took a deep breath) can You atleast klss

MAE?

Ndumlso: Alke!

He wasn't winnbng with that guy. He walked
away from him and he followed him and
grabbed his arm smashing his Lips on his.

He pushed hum rubbing his Lips disgusted.

Noumiso: What are You dotngy? This lsn't
funny stay away from mee!



He continued walking and he still followeo
i and pushed hime to the wall kissing his
Lips with his eyes closed rubbing his zipper on
his.

He pushed hime and then punched i on the
face. tHe clenched his jaws tasting blood tn his
mouth. He spat on the floor and chuckled...

CEO: You Llike Lt vough huh? That's the exact
Lmage | have of You b my mind. Giving it to
me vough and fast whilst grunting bn that



deep volce of Yours. Come on | Rnow how Your
type Ls. You crave anal sex and ['m heve to feed
Your cravings.

Ndumiso: Now You're belng crazy for real.
You might as well keep Your job | won't work
for & mental case.

He wewnt to the door and tried to unlock the
doov. He qu’wmg }MLL@O{ the Ve% and threw Lt
out of the open. winolow. He OIVL@VL% turned to

N,



Noumlso: What Ls Your pmbt@m? \/\/Mg are You
acting crazy?

CEO: Stop acting fresh as if you have a gold
dick

Spomsoreoi

tt'sjust SEX.

Ndunmiso: One crizy shit from You 'me golng
to strangle the Life out of Your pathetic ass.
Try me and see.



He went to take the phone on his desk and
dialed security as he gently massaged his jaw
oetting back to his senses.

Nduumiso popped his knuckles and rubbed his
chiw.

A whitle Later the door opened and he walked
put as the S@GMY/UCB guard curtously looked at
the blood ow the tloor and his boss's bloody
Lips.



Security: Is everything okay?

He ratsed his hand up dismissing him and
thew closed the door behind him. He placed his
hand on his forehead and shut his eyes n
shawmee.

what Uf he exposed hime? That was goling to be
bod for the company. A Lot of workers were
going to veport him and he wasn't prepared to
have his dirty Laundry out there for the whole
world to see. He had to take cave of the problem
betore it took cave of him.



He closed his laptop and grablbed his car and
_eys and jacket walking out.

At Hlablso Hosp’utat...

Niostnamdl's parents stood by his bed Looking
at his body covered tn bandages while
connected to numerous pipes.



His mother brought her hawnds together and
started praylng for her son.

The doctor walked tn and watted for them to
finish before she walked further into the room
and went to his file.

His mother: WLLL he mealee Lt doctor?

Doctor: He will.



His wmother: He has too. We can't Lose him. |
have to fine Mhlongo for hurting my son Like
this. Which sane person Reeps highly trained
bulldoos L thelr home? 'me goling to treat him
a lesson.

His mother: Foroet about him. He's too
arvogant Let the chief deal with him. After all
Namu went there willingly he could say it
was self defense.

His father: Self defense against my son?

His mother: What was he...



His father: Ave You condoning what they did
to my sone

Naml sLong moved his hano as the doctor
closed the file...

Doctor: Ol@ﬂ@ Can You pLease Reep qu’u@t ov
Leave the voowm U that fails?

She moved towards his foace and helped him
remmove the oxygen masik.



Doctor: (smiled) Welcome back.

Naml: Wa.. waotey.

The doctor poured water for hime and put on a
straw then M@L‘P@d hime drinke.

His mother: My son. Oh thank Yyou father.



He blinked his eyes Looking at the unfamiliar
faces startng at him.

NavaL: (so{tg) Who are you?
His mother: What? 'me Your mother.

Doctor: Let us not panick. Bverything will be
fine. Stir do You remenmber what happeneo?

Nawmt: No. | don't.



He shut his eyes trying to remember but his
mind was blank.

His mother: Doctor \/\/)/18 LS my son LLlee this?

Doctor: We'll ruun somee tests and Let You RnoW
for now please be patient with him.

She abandoned her body on the chalr defeated.



At Nodumlso's rewtal house...

He walked to his fridge and took out a can of
beer taking a sip. He took a deep breath
replaying the events of the day tn his mind
and shook his head chuckling.

He saw this a long time ago but never patd
any attention to Lt People were brove out there.



A lkenoclk sounded on the door and he went to
OPEN.

Thubelihle stood bnfront of him holding his
bog. He smiled and shifted away from the
door allowing him to pass.

Thubelthle: Nou my man.
Noumiso: I'm still angry at you.

Thulbelihle: Awu kahle phuma lapho. Ugrand?



They shoulder bumped and he dropped his bag
on the couch and walked to the fridoe.

Ndumiso: stay away from my fridge.

Thubelthle: Mxm so did Smlndlo meeet You?

Noumlso: Nop wmj?

Thubelihle: He was tn your village a few days
aoo. Work related.



Noumiso: | didn't see hime. What kind of
Work?

Thutoelihle: (shrugged) Don't kRinow....Forget
about that one. So what's up? How did mey girl
treat you?

Noumlso: Don't remind me about that short
thing...Look for something to cook there I'LL be
back.

Thubelthle: 'me ot staﬁ”w\,@.

Ndoumliso: | didn't say Yyou were. | satd coolk.
Listening ts a siill.



He placed his can on the counter and went to
his bedroom Lleaving Thubelihle deep tn
thoughts. If thelr friend didn't meet up with
Nolumiso just Like he satd then what weve he
doing there? Wiy did he Lie about Lt?

He shook his head and opened the fridge...
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At Ndumlso's house. ..
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Noumiso stretehed his wupper body and popped
his knuckles thew sipped his coffee before he
bit his Lower Lip concentrating own the laptop.

His phowne beeped and he Looked at the Long
codes on the sereen then quickly logged out
and sighed tn relief getting off the stool.

Thubelihle came from the guest voom and he
qmm@ closed the Loptop thew went to seareh
L the auqzboa vols.



Thuoelihle: Morning.

Noumlso: Mimhh.

Thubelthle: [ hope You werew't doting shit that's
gonndt Land You Ln the hot waters.

Ndumlso: (catmtg) WwWhew ave You Leaving?

Thubelihle: Whewn | feel Like it.

Noaumlso: | hope that's sponer than the word
soon. | can't stand annoying people.



Thulbelihle: (volled his eges) wWhen dio You
walkee Up?

He went to settle on the couch reaching for the
remote as Nodumiso stavted preparing
brealefast.

Ndumlso: Arouwnd 1AM.

Thubelinle: What's the plan stince You're
offietally unemployed? You know [ still can't
believe that they fired you just Like that. The



last time | spoke to that guy he was highly
Lmpressed with you.

Ndumlso: | have a (OPE CASE ON ML) nave Lt
wWas expected.

Thulbelihle: | see.

He rinsed his hands thew rested his hands on
the table looking at him.

NAUMLSD: On O Serlous note what are You
dotng here?



Thubelthle: 1 need something arownd heve.

Noumiso: So where do [ fit Lin?

Thubelthle: Who sald You fit tn?

Noumlso: | lknow You.

Thubelthle: (stighed) Okay. we need You...

NoumLso: Miss me on that. [ told You [ was
downe with that shit. [ can't gamble with my
Lite anymore.



Thubelihle: Look this one Last tlme. \We r@&lttg
need this. We could've asked anyone bt
there's moowne else Likee You out theve.

Noauwmlso: No.

He pulled the drawer and reached for a lknife
then plugged the kettle as Thubelihle
thoughttully looked at him then tunned to the

SCreen.

He Looked at hime concentrating on the tv and
stghed frustrated. That was his friend he came
through for hime when noone else did. If it
wasw't for him he would've dropped out tn
varsity and went back home.



He knew that he wasn't gonna press the tssue
any Llonger but still he felt really bad.

Nouniso: (stopped chopplng) Bverything s
detatled to the T right?

Thubelihle: Yep.

Noummtso: I'LL do Lt.



Thubelihle: Sure | have Your Loptops with
me...I'm meeting up with small Later

Spowsared
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| have your Laptops with me...'viw meeting up
with small Later wanina tag along?

Noumiso: BheR' tohola Lelo uyeke uksangana.
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At Hlablsa Hagpitat. .

Thembalaml slowly walked closer to Naml's
bed as he pretended to be asleep. She licked her
Lips as tears burned her eyes. Things weren't
supposed to go that {ar. They were both wrong
and it was untalr that he was the only one
paying tor something they both did.

She wasw't her favorite person but he didwn't
deserve what mppeweo{ to hine.



She Looked at the bandage around his head
ano the bleeding wound on his arm.

it was a wmbracle that he sunvived those dogs
were tratned to RLLL by a cruel witte man her
father used to work for Yyears back.

wWhewn he was velocating he gave thew to him
as a gitt and they've beew Locked tn thelr
Rennels ever stince.

Thembalamt: 'm sorry about what happened. |
heava about Your menmory Loss and | guess
that's better. in a way that's the best news
because Yow were golng to expose me elther
way. [ was wrong yes but also didn't deserve



to be treated Like that. (sighed) He used mee (t's
crazy because [ went there willingly but still |
didn't deserve his treatment. He f*cked me
Like a prostitute the whole night and then went
ahead and spread Lies about me.

" the wost respected girl around the villaoe
how Ls everyone supposed to Look at mee atter all
the things he satd about me? You were right

magbe 'm crazy but | won't allow hime to use
VLE.

Atleast after this You wow't remember me and
all the stuptd love You have for me will be gone
so we both get to benefit bn all of this.



She got up and walked out. Atleast he was
still alive!

He slowly opened his eyes and took a deep
breath veplaying her words. sShe was really
crazy). Who vejolced on somebody else's
memory Loss? He was also disappolnted tin
himself for falling for someone Likke her. She
was the worst womaw to ever exist on Eavth. A
real definition of beauty with no brains.

His friendship was also vuined all because of
her badlucke followed her everywhere.



He shut his eyes slowly drifting to sleep he
hao to lkeep up with the memory loss story. He
wasw't gonna be able to look at his friend in

the eyes and Lie to hin anyway.

At the mall...

They concluded the meeting with his lawyer
and shook hawnds as he stood up Leaving the

vestauyrane.



Momewnts Later he settled the bill and walked
out bump’m,@ bnto small and his friend
walking bn with yet another shovt Lady.

He greeted them and introduced himself to the
Lm{g s she smlled smitten.

Nouumlso: Noumlso Mdletshe.

Ladg: Nomvuzo Mthethwa.

Nodumiso: Beautiful name....



Another guy walked tn to them holding
hawnds and took a deep breath Looking at thelr
hawnds. Thudbelihle clearved his throat and
covereo his mouth with his hand.

Ndvumiso pulled back his hand and wallkeed
out without a word.

Nomwmvuzo: 'na song.

Thubelihle: For what? (t wasjust a handshalke.



The boyfriend clicked his tounge and pulled
her arme walking out with her. small
shrugged Looking at Thulbelihle.

Thubelthle: That dude Ls crazy that one will be
my boy's girlfriend.

Small: Babe don't be that guy.

Thubelihle: He's single and Nomvuzo needs o
man sp what's the problem?

He pulled a chatr for her and called a wattey.



At Nodumlso's house. ..

Later that day Thubelihle Looked at the plan of
a particular house whilst Nodumiso connected
the thira Laptop on the charoer.

Noumlso: This Ls not bad.

Thubelihle: Oh Wah?



Noumlso: IE'LL talkee up to 5 MLNUEES .

Thubelihle shifted closer and Looked at the
sereen and shook his head gotng back to the
plan holding a red marker.

Thubelihle: [ don't understand those things.

Noumiso: What werve You hoplng to see v the
flrst place?



Thubelihle: (shrugged) Don't know.

A Lowd bang on the door Lintervupted them...

Volee: Police OpEn UP!

They both Looked at each other and Thwbelinle
quickly folded the plan. Ndumiso closed the
Laptops and went to place them bn the bedroom
as the banging on the door continued...
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At Nodumlso's house. ..

He opened the door and steppedt back as the
police flooded the house.

TM@@ Looked between themt and turned to
Nduwmlso with a stratght face.

Ndumlso: Can we lneL}: You?



Police 1: Ndumiso Mdletshe You're unoleyr
avrest for assaulting Mr Biyela.

Nolumiso: You've joking right? Assault?

They walked up to him and roughly pushed
him to the wall putting his hands behina him
cutfing him.

Thubelthle: Come o mow? (s that NECESSary?



The detective clicked his tounge annoyed.

Detective: This Ls not Joburg where you own the
streets and have the entive police foree on Your
payroll.

Thubelihle: So this Ls personal?

He pulled Ndumiso b@ the collar and pushed

hime out.



Thubelihle remained rooted tn spot confused.
Assault out of everything? Nodumisoe wasw't
someone who Lost his cool anyhow. That was
unlike him and was definitely stupid.

He went to takee his phone from the charger
and called unatht.

Unathi: Thuba Llet mee call You back. ' stLlL
bugg.



Thubelthle: Noduwmmiso has been arvested.

Unatht: Glve me a mbnute (he parvieed tn his
oarage) ' listening,.

Thubelthle: He's been arrested.

Unatht: Agatne what for?

Thubelihle: Assaulting his boss. \wWell forneer
boss.

nathi: He fired him?



Thubelthle: | don't know what hoppened he
refused to tell me.

Unatht: This ts bad he's golng to prison.

Thubelihle: Can't you do something?

Unatht: He was out on batl. He wasn't
supposed to get on the wrong stde of the law.

Unathi: what Uf | got the boss to drop the
chavoes?

Unathi: [t's useless. He's accused of attempted
murder and vape. An assault charge will prove



to the magistrate that he's not fit to be in
public. Your boy messed up if You have shit
like this golng on You avold unnecessary
flghts because they mess things up further for

50%.

Thubelihle: You have to try.

Lnatht: Haytbo ngenzentl Thuba. That guy
doesn't Listem. You don't know the Captain tn
chavoe bn that station. He has zevo tolerance
for vapists and murders it's personal and
believe wee once e flnds out that he has a rape
chavoe bn his name it's over for hbm. We can't
pay him if that's what you think he's not
COVVUpt.

Thubellhle: Everyone has a price.



Lnatht: Not that one. | know You care about

this guy but it's over for him. We must focus
on getting him protection once he's in jail for
now watk. 'L go and see him L the morning.

Thubelihle: Can't You come now?

Lnathi: Uzongbhora ke manje. Watuna
ukuphoga izinto nje yinl kanti?

He hang up and Thubelihle cursed kicking the
couch thew called another number.



Thubelihle: Assault what was that about?

Volee: Thuba afternoon to you too. That bully
you call a friend attacked wme after
trespassing tn my bullding.

Thubelihle: What? He would never do that.

Volce: But he did and it You think you're
golng to hurt wae so that [ can drop those
charges thew think again. [ told the police that
should anything to wme he's responsible for it.

Thubelihle: You're golng to pay for this. You
don't Rnow who You're messting with.



Volce: But | kinow who that is. He's just a
village boy with a mind full of cow dung,.
And don't ever call me again. tdon't owe You
anything right now. [ employed Your roplst
boy now stay away from me.

He hang up on hime. He removed his shivt and
took off his vest feeling hot.

He wondereo Just how much he told the police
because from his tone he could tell that he tola



thewt move thawn he should. The way tm@
Looked at thewt and the remarie about the
_Joburg police force being in his payroll.

To hivt that sereameed personal. [t wasnw't about
the assault anymore but thew his friend was
secvetive.

Kinowing that it may take up to years for him
to vetaliate to this kRind of unfalrness
infuriated hinme even more. He was too
premeditative It was annoying,.

At The Police Statlom....



The next day the door opened and he got Ln
with his wrists cuffed together. He sat infront
of his lawyer as the police stepped back and
stood next to the door.

Nolumiso: I'm going to jail vight?

Unatht: \/\/M@ did You oo 1t?

Noumiso: You're not golng to understand. It
was only one punch and that should tell you
something.



Unathl: ' not jolking.

Ndumlso: | know. How long am | Looking at?

He stohed when he got his question Looking at
his case he could tell that a Lot of tnjustice was
going to happen due to the police tncompetency

Umnathi: Months or years evew.

Ndumiso: Just for trial?



Unatht: You have to understand one thing,.
Police don't cave

Spawsared

they don't cave about you. They only care
about promotions and making arvests. They
mlght even try to pln all these cases of those
oirls who went missing and turned up dead
on You.

Noumlso: That's crazy | don't even sta@ theve.



Unatht: Where were you when Your girlfriend
wenk missing? Your woman was Rilled alono
with 2 other girls those cases might be pinned

oW @Ol/t.

Nolumiso: You've there to defend me You kinow
| didn't do Lt.

Lnathi: | don't kiow [ wasn't theve. | just want
You to be prepared. For now we need to worry
about making Your stay comfortable there
we'll worke on Your case after that. (s there
something else [ need to know? [ hate suprises
so any physteally abused ex? Frememies?
Awgthlw@?



He thought of Namd and the guy they killed.
If that came out he was downe for. But he
wouldw't be that stuptd and tell on him
Rmnowlng that he was also golng to be

Lnerimeunated.

Unatht: 'ma your Lawgev anol | deserve all the
tyuth.

Ndumiso: There's nothing.

Unatht: That better be the truth.



He squinted his eyes at him trylng to read his
emotions but he kRept a straight face. He was
too cool for an Lnnocent person. He might've
not vaped the girl but he sure did something
stnister bn the past.

He Looked Lilke someone who killed without any
revnorse ano made sure to leave no evidence
behind. Probably those type of deaths that end
up betng ruled out as cotncloental.

He was more dangerous thaw electrictty!

lwpnsom...



Later that day Noumiso walked along the
corvidor as two jail guards escorteot hivm to his
cell. He looked at the Locked Lnmates howling
banging the bars whistling Lowdly.

They passed several blocks until they stoppedt
nfront of a particular cell. The guards opened
and roughly pushed him inside before Locking
him tnstide.

Owne of the guards Looked at the intimidating
Lmate seated on his bed and wodded.



He turned arownd as everyone staved at him.
owne of them who was pressing on his phone
Lookedl up at it anol sao{f@d "Luch@ Dube."

He scanned everyone with his eyjes ano wallkeed
to the uwoccupled bed.

He Looked at the locked bars and stohed. That
was his home a place that could either brealke or
make v stronger.
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