
Nahiko'sHappiness

"Nahiko"

IquicklyrushedtoMyGrandmother'sroom.

She'ssweatingandboilingagain,it'sbeenamonth

nowbeingsick!

Idon'tknowwhat'swrongwithher,I'vetriedtotake

hertotheclinicbutthenursesanddoctorsthere

didn'tknow whathappened to her.And this is

EasternCapeEvenhealthfacilitiesarefarorthey

don'thaveenoughmedication.

Itooktheclothfrom thebowlofwaterthatisnextto

herandwipedthesweat.She'shotagain,Iremove

theblouseshe'swearingandnowshe'sleftwithher

Bra.

Granny:Babaandikwazinyamezela,ndivaiintlungu

kunzima mntan'omntanam. Ndifuna uye ekapa

uyohlalanomamakho!.

-(Ican'tbarethepain,I'm inadeeppainit'shardmy

grandchild.IwantyoutogotoCapeTownandstay



withyourMother!.

Me:HayiMakhulu,suthetha kanje.Uzoba right

sizohlalasobabini.AndifuninombonamnaUmama.

-(NoGrannydon'ttalklikethis,you'regoingtobe

fine,andwewillstaytogether.Idon'teverwantto

seemymother)

Granny:Fundauxolamntanam,mxoleleunyoko!

-(Learntoforgivemychild,forgiveyourmother)

Me:kudalandamxolelaUmama,ndifunauhlalenam

Bhelekazi.

-(I'velongforgivenmymother,Ijustwantyoutostay

withmebhelekazi)

Granny:NdiyakuthandaNanaSthandwaSam.

-(IloveYouNana,MyLove)

Withthatsaid,shekissedmyforeheadandlaidback

withherEyesclosed.

Me:;Makhulu! Mama! Makhulu, Bhelekazi!

Makhuluuuu!

-(Grandmother,Mother,Bhelekazi. Grandmother!



Bhelekazi.Grannyyy!)

Iscreamed in agony,my Grandmotherwas not

wakingup.She'snomore!.

RestInPeaceBhelekazi.

[TheDayOfTheFuneral]

Amaguguelilizweayosaleemathuneni.

Ndiyolalandindedwaethulenilami,amaguguElilizwe

ayosalemathuneni.

IlookatherCoffin,tearsdidn'tcomeout.Iwastired

ofCrying,tiredoffeelingpain,IwantedBhelekazi

rightnexttome.Icouldn'tevenhearwhatwere

peoplesayingaboutmygrandmother,neitherwhat

thepastorpreachedaboutbutIheardaglimpseofa

sentencehesaid"Letherrestinpeace,she'llforever

beinyourhearts".Thatwastrue,she'salreadyinmy

heartnoonecantakeherplaceever!Noone.The

tentwasfull,alotofPeoplewerepresentandthis

tragedybrokealotofhearts,mygrandmotherwas



theheartofthisvillage,awomen,youcancryto,a

women who can fightforyou oryourrights.A

comedianofall.I'llalwayscherishhertillIdietoo.

Iwatchedhercoffinasitreacheddown,herbeing

coveredwithsand.

Nom'izilingo zikhon'emhlabeni[In the mistof

tribulationsonEarth]

Nob'ubuhlunguenyameni[Orphysicalpains]

Mawungesabi,qinisela[Donotfret,holdon]

UJes'uzobuyakhonamanje[Jesusiscomingsoon]

Thabath'umnqamlezoulandele[Takeyourcrossand

follow]

Thabath'umnqamlezoulandele

Thabath'umnqamlezoulandele

Thabath'umnqamlezoulandele



Shiyalomhlabanentozawo[LeavethisEarthand

it'sbelongings]

Shiyalomhlabanentozawo

Shiyalomhlabanentozawo

Shiyalomhlabanentozawo

Vuka mzalwane ulandele [Be woke brethren and

follow]

Thath'izikhalizikamoya[Equipyourselfspiritually]

Mawungaphelionamandla [Mayyoursoulbenot

weary]

Kodwaqhubekauzonqoba[Keeppressingon,you

shallconquer]

Shiya(shiya)[Leave!]

Shiya(shiya).



Wesangtilleverythingwasdone,myAuntsandMy

'Mother'werehereeveryfamilymemberwasthere,

we dished for every guest and cleaned when

everyoneleft.

"Nahiko"thatwasmymother,Lordknowshowmuch

Itriedduckingherallweek,Ididn'twanttotalkto

herbutIrememberedGranny'slastwords.

"Learntoforgivemychild,andForgiveyourMother"

Me:Mama.

Mama:Babyyouhavetocomeandstaywithusin

capetown,you'llgostudyatUCT asyoualways

wanted.

Me:Okay.

Mama:Baby,IknowI'vedoneyouwronginthepast.

PleaseforgivemeforbelievingaManinsteadofyou,

I'm sorryforAbusingyouemotionally.I'm sorryfor

everything.

Shewasnowcrying,evendeepdownI'm nothealed

butI'llletthispass.

Me:It'sokaymama



ShecameandHuggedme,itwasCold.Itdidn'thit

homejustlikeBhelekazi'sHugs.

GodknowshowmuchImissher.

.

[CapeTown-Gugulethu]

ThiscityisstillasbusyasIleftitwhenIwas13

yearsoldandstillafter10yearsit'sstillthesame

butmoreBusynow.

Ilookedatmymother,sheishappyaboutmyCome

back,sheishappyabouteverythingshecan'tstop

talkingabouthow Iwilllovemylittlebrotherand

sister.

I'm Glad thatmonsterofa Husband Lefther,I

wouldn'thavecomeback.

I'm glad,she upgraded herhouse itused to be

3rooms,and now it's a 5roomed house.She is

stayingwithherNiecewhohappenstobemycousin,

Yothandoshe'salso23.

Yothando:Cuzlookatyou,sooldandstillyetthe

darkbeauty.



Yothandoismyskeem,nine-9.ShestoodbyMe

whenthemonsterrapedme,sheheldmyhandwhen

mymothercalledmeNames.

Me:Thando.

IgaveheraBonecrushingHug.

Me:youtooarenotbad,youevengainedweight.

Thando:Thatwaswhat?10yearsago,A person

upgrades.Let'sgetyoutoyourroom sothatyoucan

unpack.

Mom:Uhm.WherearetheTwinsYothando?

Thando:ohsorryAunttheyaresleeping.

Thandowasbabysittingthetwinssincemotherwent

toEasternCapeforFuneralpreparations.

Iwentto the given room forme,ithad a bed

wardrobeandamirrorstand(Dressingtable).

MyMotherisaNurse,aNursewhocalleda13year

old Child a Hoe,Bitch Forsleeping around,and

accusingherHusbandforrapingher!

"I'm sorryaboutyourGrandmother"



Thando.

Isnappedoutfrom mythoughts.

Me:it'sokay,everythinghappensforareasoneven

thisoneshallpass,butshe'llforeverbeinmyheart

Thando:alright

Me:soWhatareyoubusywith?

Thando:I'm workingasareceptionistinalawfirm.

Me:Whathappenedtobeingthefamous"interior

designer"

Thando:Iguessschoolisnotforallofus,youarea

partofthecleverbunchschoolisfory'allnotme

Me:ButYothando

Thando:NoNahiko,IfailedGrade12andIknew

there'snowayIwouldseeUniversitydoorsIeven

wenttocollegetostudyclothingproductionbutnah

Iquittedinthefirsttrimester

Me:Butthat'snotanexcusemaybeyouneedalittle

motivation.

Wewerenow unpackingandputtingmyclothesin



thewardrobe.

Thando:heregoesthe'Iwanttosavetheworld

Nahiko'

Ilaughed

Thando:whataboutschoolumendawoniwena?

-(whereareyoustanding)

Me:IwasstudyingatWSU[WalterSisuluUniversity]

doing psychologyIquitted on my3rd yearand

startedtolookaftermyGrandmother

Thando:Soyouwon'tgobacktoschool?

Me:you know schoolkeeps me sane Yothando,

surelyI'llcontinuewithmy3rdyear

Thando:that'sthebookworm Iknow

Ilaughedwithher

Wecatched up alot,Yothando ismyrealDad's

NiecetheonlyfamilymemberIknowfrom myDad's

sideandnow mymothertreatsherlikehersever

since my fatherpassed away,Yothando doesn't

evenknow herparentsbutdadmadeherfeelat



home,how Imisshim toohepassedawaywhenI

was8yearsold.Iwasstillyoung.ArghGodcanbe

sounfairsometimes

ImettheTwinssikelelwaGirlandSikelelaBoy.

Sikelelwaisaminiversionofme,sheremindsmeof

thelittlemeandSikelelaisan'ifIwereaboy'version

ofme,Iguessmymother'sgenesareverystrong.

Theyare7yearsoldI'm GladtheyDon'tevenlooklike

Mthethowakhetheirfather.

Mom cooked,andThandowashedthedishes.I'm

GladIdidn'tdoanyworkI'm stillemotionallydrained

andI'm gettingbetter.

Iwenttomyroom,tosleepassoonasIlaidmy

headonpillowIslept.

.

"Princess"

"TataufunantoniApha"

-(daddywhatareyoudoinghere)



"Can'tIsleepwithmyprincess?"

"UphiUmama?"

-(where'smymother?)

"UphangeleNight,mamakhondizokulalisangokwam

namhlanje"

-(yourmotherisworkingnightshift,I'm heretoput

youtosleeptoday)

"Okaydaddy"

"Vulaimilenze"

-(Openyourlegs)

"HaiboTatawenzani?"

-(Dadwhatareyoudoing)

"Nahiko,ndithivulaimilenze"

-(NahikoIsaidopenyourlegs)

"MhhyoutastesoSweetbabygirl"

"Mhh,now feelhow daddyishorny,feelhow big

daddyis"

"Tata,uMisiwathiabantuabangotataabazibambi



privatepartzethungolohlobo"

-(Daddy my teachertold us thatmens are not

supposedtoteachourprivatepartslikethat)

"Ahhh tata uyandiluma, tata ibuhlungu lento

uyenzayo"

-(dadyou'rebitingme,you'rehurtingme)

"Tata,hayitata.Tatahayitatakubuhlungu.Mamaa,

Tatakubuhlungu"

-(Dadno,dad.DadnoDadit'spainful.Mother!Dad

it'spainful)

"Thula wena uyangxola awuziva? Thula

ndingekakubethingempamaThula"

-(shutupyou'remakingnoise,ShutupbeforeIslap

you)

"Mama,mama,mama,mamaaa"

Iquicklyshutmyeyesopen,it'sadream,I'm panting

and drenched in myown sweat.It'sbeen Years

without dreaming about this, Mthethowakhe

Wandenza!Youruinedmylife!.



YothandoandmyMotherquicklyrushintomyroom.

Mother:Babyareyouokay?

Ihuggedherso tightly,IneededherthattimeI

neededhertotellmethatshebelievesme,Iwas

only13whatdidIknowaboutboysandsexforthat

matter,Ineededthemotherinher.

Me:I'llbefinemama,I'm justmissingGranny.

Yothando:AllwillbewellthisshallpassMntase.

Iknow.

IcheckedtheTimeit's5am.Theyleft,mamawill

preparekidsforschoolandforwork,alsoYothando

hastoprepareforwork.Sincewe'vegot1Bathroom

theyhavetowakeupearly.ItomustdraftaCVand

lookforwork,I'llstudynextyear.Ican'tstayinthis

housealone.

Ilookedatmyphone'sscreenwallpapertheresheis

withherfamoussmile.

"ImissyouBhelekazi"

Ikissedmyscreenthelaidmyphoneinmyheart

andclosedmyeyes!..



ONE

IwokeupandcheckedthetimeonmyPhone,Itwas

12:30pm.

IstoodupandmademyBed,thisisgoingtobea

longJourney.

Iwenttothebathroom,ItookaBaththenwentback

tomyroom towearclothes.

TherewasnoonintheHouse,soIspringcleaned

sinceIhadnojobtodo.IhadnoAppetitetoeat.I

satdownafterafewHoursofcleaning.

IwatchedtheTV,okayscratchthattheTV was

watching me.Iwas deep in thoughts when my

PhoneVibratedonthecouchIwassittingat,itwas

myMother.

Me:Mama

Mom:Hey,babyIleftsomefoodforyourintheoven

Idon'tknowyou'veseenit.Ididn'twanttowakeyou

upsinceyouwerefastasleep.

Me:It'sokay,IsawtheFood.



Mom:Okay.Yothandowillbethereearlytodayokay.

Me:Yes.

Mom:AlrightGoodbye.

Me:Bye.

IsattherethinkingofthelasttimeIwasinthis

House,10 years back.When my own mother

BelievedaManoverherownChild.Iwenttomy

room justtosleep.

.

Mom:How can you lie like thatNahiko?Idon't

believeyou,you'reaHoeChildIdon'tbelieveI've

birthedtosuchaConnivingChild.UligqwirhaMarn.

[YouareaWitchMarn]

Me:Mama uTata undidlwengule Ufuna ndithini?

BuzauYothando uyayaziebeKamereniyam uTata

Ebsuku.

[Mom dadRapedme,whatdoyouwantmetosay?

AskYothandosheknowsthatDadwasinmyroom

atNight].

Shesleptmefortheumpteenthtimenow!



IraisedmyHead,ifIwaslightskinnedIwouldbe

pinkrightnow.Ihadnopowertostandup,tears

werejustflowingdownmycheeks.Icouldn'tbelieve

thattheWomanwhostayed9Monthscarryingmein

herwombwouldbeatmeupBecauseofaMan.

Mom:I'm takingyoutoyourgrandmotherinEastern

Cape.MaybeshecanstandyourWhorenessbutnot

me,Ican'teven stand a sightofYou,you're

disgustingmemarn,nxx!

Me:Mama whywould Ilie aboutsuch a thing?

Mama kodwa yintoni Le undenza Yona?

NdinguMntanakhomamakodwayhiniundenzalento

uyenzayo? Mama ndikholelwe torho ndakucela

mamayhini.

[Mom whyareyoudoingthis? I'm yourchildmom

butwhyareyou doing thisto me?Mom please

believeme,pleasemom Ibegyou]

Shejustkickedmecountlesstimesandmybody

washurting,shehadaDisgustedlookonherface,

shehatedthesightofme,shedespisedherown

daughter,herownWomb.Shefailedtoprotectme



asShepromiseddadonhisdeathbed,shefailed

beingamother,shefailedme.!

She.

"Nahiko,Nahiko,Nahikowakeupit'salljustadream"

Ishootmyeyesopen,tearswereflowing.Yothando

wasstandingrightnexttome.

Shehuggedmejustlikeshedid10yearsback,she

huggedmelikealwayssheassuredmethatitwas

alladream,butit'srealitymyMotherdidallthatto

me.

Yothando:Ithinkyouneedtotalktoatherapist,you

neverdealtwiththeRapeissue.

Me:I'llbefine,Ineedsomethingtokeepmebusy

that'sall,IjustneedaJoborI'llgocrazyIthishouse.

Yothando:NobabyyouneedaTherapy

Me:Therapyisforrichpeople,I'llbefineYothandoI

promise.

"YothandoIright,youneedtotalktoatherapist"

Theresheisstandingatadoorframewithtearsin

hereyes.



Me:Thandopleasegiveussomespace

Yothando left,I patted a space next to me,

motioningmymothertocomeandsitnexttome.

Mom:Pleaseforgivememychild,Iknow Idon't

deserveyourforgiveness,nochilddeserveswhat

youwentthrough,whatIdidnomothershould've

donewhatIdidtoyou,Iam sorrybaby.Iknow my

apologywillnotbringbackyourvirginity,yourself-

esteem,yourprideandJustice.Iknow eversince

youlefthere10Yearsbackthishousewasneverthe

same,Iregrettedmydecision,Icouldn'tliveupto

whatIdid,I'm sorry.Ididn'tknowhowtolookatyou.

PleaseforgivemeMychild

Me:Youknow stayingwithBhelekazithoughtme

how tolearntoforgiveandherdyingwishwasfor

metoletgoandForgiveyou,Ididn'tknow how to

forgiveyou,how toforgetallthosewordsyousaid

tome.AllthehatredyouresentedtomeEveything

youdid.Ineededyoumother,IwantedYoutotellme

thatMthethowakhewillgetarrested,thatIwillget

justice.Iwasthirteenforcryingoutloud,whatdidI

knowaboutsex?Seducingaman.Ineedyoutotell



methat'yesIbelieveyoumychild'that'sallthatI

wantedandyearnedfor.Butyouknow whatmom?

FormyownsanityandpeaceofmindIforgive,Ilet

freeofthehatredthatIhadforyou,myheartis

heavybutI'm lettingeverythinggoforthesakeofmy

happiness.

Mom:ThankYousomuchmybaby,Iknowourbond

willnotbe as strong as any mother-daughter

relationshipbutwewilltakebabyStep.Iam sorry

andIloveyou.

Me:It'sallinthepastnow,Iloveyoutoo.

Wehugged,alongbonecrushinghug.

Mom:Youlookuglywhenyoucry,nowstopcrying.

Me:sodoyou,likemotherlikedaughter.

Welaughedandwipedourtears.

Mom:Now to whatYothando said,youreallydo

needtherapy.

Me:CanIthinkaboutit?

Mom:Yes,buttomorrowIwantanswers.



Me:yesma'am.NowI'm hungry.

Mom:Icooked,andIsawyoudidn'teatyourfoodin

theoven.

Me:yeahIwasnotinthemoodtoeat.

Yothando:thatwastense!Youguyslookedugly.

Welaughed.

Weateasawholefamily.

EveryoneleftandwenttotheirRoom Iwenttomine,

Iprayed,havinghopethatIwon'thaveNightmares

tonight.

.

Iwokeupandmademybed,thisisgoingtobea

longday.

Motherhasleftforwork,thekidsareatschool.I'm

sureYothandoispreparingforworktoo.

Yothando:Mntasehere'syourBreakfast.

Me:I'llbeintheloungenow,youcanputitthere.



Yothando:Okay

Sheleft,Iwenttothebathroom washedmyfaceand

mouth.Ijoinedherinthelounge.

Me:Younotgoingtowork?

Yothando:Nope,it'smydayofftoday.

Me:IwasthinkingofdraftingaCVthengoandlook

forajob,Ican'tstayaloneinthishouseitwilldrive

mecrazy.

Yothando:That'sagoodthought.WhattypeofaJob

doyouwant?

Me:AnyJobaslongitwillkeepMeBusy.

Yothando:JanewaslookingforTeaGirllcantalkto

herandseeWhatshecando.

Me:Who'sJane?

Yothando:TheheadoftheClearnersandTeagirlsat

work!

Me:Aww thankyouMntase,atleastthiswillkeep

mebusy!

Yothando:How aboutwegostraighttoher.Before



shehiressomeoneelse.

Me:Letmetakeabaththenyou'llbathafterme.

Yothando:okaymyLove.

IquicklyBoiled waterto bath,since the Geyser

seemstobenotworking.

Ibathed,afterbathingIquicklydressedup.Itookmy

Laptop,anddraftedaCVincaseit'sneeded,wewill

printitinTown.

Yothando:I'm donewecanleave.

IsavedmyCVonmyUSB,thentookmySlingbag.

WetookaTaxi,toTown.

Me:CanwestartatsomeinternetCafe,sothatIcan

printmyCV.

Yothando:don'tworrywewilldothatatmywork

place.

We'vebeenwalking,forabout10monutesit'sHot,

andI'm feelingHotandTired.

Me:Ha.aYothandowhere'sthisWorkplaceofyours?

We'vebeenwalkingforfartoolong.



Yothando:InEasternCapeit'sSo Hotyetyou're

cryingwiththissmallCapetownSun.

Me:mxxxxm!.

Shelaughedatme,shestoppedatsometallbuilding,

it'ssotallthatmyneckisevenstretching.

Yothando:wearehere!

Ifeltsosmall,Ifeltasifthisisadream.

Yothando:lookI'llgoandprintmanyCV incase

Janedoesn'tthinkyouaregoodfortheJob.Allyou

havetodoistakeaseatandwaitforme.

Me:Okay!.

Shegreetedthereceptionist,theyweretalkingand

laughing.I'm suretheysharethatdeskbecauseit's

Bigandthere's2Computers.

Yothando,came back after5minutes,when I've

already cooled down and watching people who

ScreamsrichwalkingupandDown,surelythisisa

busyLawFirm.

Yothando:let'sgoJaneiswaitingforyou.



Me:Forme?Youwon'tbewithme?

Yothando: You need to stand on your own,

Andizingenimna.

Me:okay.

I'm notscaredofLifts,ButthisoneIdon'tKnow.She

pressed 23.We're going to a 23rd floor!.My

Intestinesweretwisting,mypalmsweresweating.I

liedI'm veryscaredofliftsandthisJane'sofficehad

tobeOnthe23rdFloorArggh.

Wearrivedatourstop,IletoutahugesighIdidn't

knowIwasnotevenbreathinginsidethelift.

Wewalkedtillthelastroom,downthecorridor.

Yothando:JaneisyourtypicalStrict,intimidating

andstraightperson.Don'tbesacredthoughshehas

asoftheart.

Me:NoYothando,I'dratherstayathomejobless

thantoseeher.

Yothando:JustGo Nahiko youwon'tdie,ifJane

doesn'thireyouitwillnotbetheendoftheworld.

Me:OkayIknocked.



"Comein"Ilookedback,Yothandowasmakingher

waytotheliftwhatatraitor.

Igotinsidetheoffice,shewasseatedintheetable.

TheOfficewasnotbignorsmallitacorneroffice.

Me:Goodmorningma'am.

Jane:Goodmorning,youmaytakeaseat.

Isatdown.

Me:ThankYou.

Jane:CanIseeyourCV.

wow,Nohow areyou?Whatareyoulookingfor?

Whatsoever.

NonethelessIgavehertheCV.

Shepagedthroughit,andjustbeinglookingather,I

can'texplainherfacialexpression.

Jane:WhywouldyousettletobeingaCleanerwhen

you'vebeenpsychology,whyareyounotfinishing

yourstudies?

Me:Ihad to look aftermysick Grandmother,I

couldn'tfinishmystudies.ButI'm intendingongoing



toschoolnextyear.

Jane:mhh,whythisjob?

Me:BecauseIneedsomethingtokeepmebusy,

sinceIhavenothingtodoajob.

Jane:DoyouknowtheTypeofJobyou'llbedoing?

Me:I'llbeaTeaGirl?

Jane:AndaCleaner,I'm givingyouthisjob.Itrust

youwilldoyourworkeffectively.

Me:Yesma'am Iwill,ThankYou.

Jane:Before you agree,yourSalarywillonlybe

R4500perMonthnothingmore.

Me:Yesma'am,Idon'tmind.

Jane:Tomorrowmorningat8am Ineedyouhere,I'll

giveyouyourscheduleonwhoyouwillbemaking

TeaforandwhatofficesyouwillbeCleaning.

Me:ThankYousomuchyouwon'tregrethiringme.

Jane:IHopesothen.GivemeyourTrouser,Shirt

andDressSizes.



Iwrotethem down.

Jane:AndThatwillbeall,Iwillseeyoutomorrow.

Youruniform andschedulewillbereadyforyou.

Me:Thankyousomuch.

Jane:Pleasure.

Weshookhands,Ithenleft.Ifthewasapossibility

oftakingstairsIwouldbutthisisthe23rdFloor.I

wouldn'triskthat.IhavetofacemyfearssinceIwill

beworkingheresoon,andI'llbetakingaLift.Itook

alifttotheGroundfloor.Yothandowastalkingwith

theReceptionist,shesawmeandcametome.

Yothando:andthen?

Me:ShesaidI'm notfitenoughforworkinghere!

Yothando:I'm sosorrybabe,doyouwantustodrop

theCVsAroundtown,orgoHome!

Me:I'm jokingcuz,Igotthejob.

Yothando:What?

Comehere.

Ihugged hertightly,it's allthanks to her.Even



thoughIknowthisisnotthekindofJobIwantedI'm

stillgratefulforthisJob.

Thisisagreaterstart!

TWO

It'smyfirstdayatwork,I'm nervousIdidn'teveneat

mybreakfast.I'm withYothandoinaTaxitowork.

Yothando:justrelax,Iknow Firstfaysarealways

goingnorthbutrestassuredyou'llbefinetrustme

Me:I'm scaredThando,whatifImessup,spillteain

onethebosses!

Yothando:Youdon'tworry,youwon'tgetfired.

Me:Ihopeso.

Thetaxidroppedusinfrontofthebuilding.

Yothandoclockedin,andIjusthadtogoseeJane

Firstforthecontractandgetmyuniform.

Yothando:GoodluckCousin,I'llseeyouduringlunch

time.



Me:Okaybye!

'Lift'arggthisistheonlythingthat'snotcuteabout

thisplace,orisitmyfeartowardsit?Idon'tknow.I

pressedthe23rdflooragain.

Idon'tunderstandwhyJane'sofficehadtobein

there,it'stoofarmarn!

'Ping'FinallyI'm here.Iwalktoherofficeandknock

"comein"

Igetinside.

Me:Goodmorningma'am!

Jane:Morning,You'rerightontimeandpleasecall

meJane.

Me:Yesma'am,ImeanJane.

Shesmiled,Ididn'tknowshecanshe'stoogrumpy

formyliking.

Jane:Great,here's your contract it's only for

3monthssinceyou'llbeonprobation,andyouwillbe

supervisedhereandthereokay?

Me:Okay.



Jane:Here'syourscheduleandyourUniform.

Me:ThankYou.

Jane:wait,I'llcallAzoleshewillbeyourWorking

partner.

ShetooktheTelephoneandcalledsomeonetocall

AzoletoherOffice.

Aftera few minutes the dooropened,a very

colourfulladywalkedin.Whatdoimeanbycolourful?

Shehasaredshorthair,FacefullofGlittersorisit

makeup?Idon'tknowshe'sjusttoomuchhai.

Jane:WhatdidItellyouaboutbudginginmyOffice

likethat?

Azole:SorryMarryJane,I'llnocknexttime.

andSheChewsBubblegum likeit'stheonlythingin

thisworld,andit'sQuiteAnnoying!

Jane:ThisNahiko,She'sNew andshewillbeyour

Partner.

Azole:Ohhibabybabygirl.Youlookbeautiful.

Me:thankyou.



Jane:YourScheduleisthesameashers,youcan

changeyourclothingandweartheUniform andstart

yourShift.

Me:Alrightthanks.

Shegavemekeystomylocker.

Allthewaytothe1stFloorAzolewasblabberingto

muchtomyirritation.Iwasirritatedthisisgoingto

beoneofthelongest3months.

Azole:AsIwassayingbabygirl,you'lllookmore

beautifulwithmakeup,you'lllookwaytobeautiful

thanthisfemaleLawyersInthiscompany.

Me:Yeah,nothanks.

Geez it's only 3hours with herand itfeels like

3decades.

Azole:youshouldseeMrMkhize'sSonMlungisi,

Daaamn he Makes mypanties drenched byjust

looking athim,he's such a SexyGod.Pityhe's

married.

Me:ThatmeansYoushouldplayfar.

Azole:believemebabygirlI'm playingveryfar,Itried



allthetricksthebookbutnovain.He'stoughnutto

crack!

Ilaughedather.Thisgirliscrazythough.

Me:Thatmeansyoushouldcheckthosewhoare

single.

Azole:Babygirlyoushouldseehim,trustmeyou

wouldevenagreeinpolygamyjusttohaveasliceof

him.

Me:Thatwould neverhappen,I'm nota home

wrecker.Andwhyareyoucallingmebabygirl?

Azole:Iforgotyourname.

Me:Youmustbekiddingright?

Azole:Nah,yousaidyouwere?Nomsa,Nandi?Ithas

Nthough.

Me:wow!

Istoodandleftherthere,it'sLunchtime.OnethingI

likeaboutheristhatshekepttalkingwhileIwas

cleaningandshe'squitefastatcleaningthough.So

I'llworkwithhernicely.



Isaw Yothandowiththeotherreceptionisthaving

lunchintheCanteenthatIdidn'tknow about,but

ShawnbyAzole.

Me:Canyoubelievemypartnerdoesn'tknow my

name?Likecanyou?

IsaidthatsittingnexttoYothando.

Yothando:LetmeGuessyourPartnerisAzole?

Me:Yeahright!

Isaidthattakingasandwichinthebox.

Yothando:She doesn'tknow Almosteveryone's

Name.She'sjustlikethat.

Ilaughed.

Me:mxxm she'stoomuch!YhooI'm sorudemy

nameisNahiko.

Isaidthattotheotherreceptionist.

Her:hi,I'm Gigi.

Me:Ihopeyou'llremembermyName.

Gigi:Don'tworryIhaveabettermemorythatzole.



She'sdoesn'tknowevenMyNametoo.

Yothando:TheonlynamesheknowisOnlyMlungi's

andMrMkhizeonly.

Me:Isn'tthisMlungisiaMkhize?

Gigi:There'sMkhizetheSeniorhe'sthebigboss,

andthere'sMkhizetheJuniorThatMlungisitheSon.

Me:MhhsoAzoleonlyknowstheBosses.

Yothando:Yepthat'stheonlynames,she'stheheart

ofthiscompany.WheneveryoneisbusyorMoody

becauseoftheircases,Shewillmaketheday.You'll

laughtillyourememberthatyouhaveworktodo.

Me:Oh,butshetalksalot.

"Youbusytalkingaboutme,Let'sgobacktowork

wenaNandi"

Me:It'sNahiko!

Isaidthatrollingmyeyes.

Azole:Yeahthat,let'sgobabygirl.

Me:ArgghbyeguysI'llseeyoulater.



Thando&Gigi:ByeLater.

Me:DidyouhavetoruinmyLunchAzole?

Azole:Iwasmissingyou,andIkeptonbitingmy

tongueitwasgettingtoomuch.SoIdecideIshould

callyoubeforemytonguegetsdamaged.Younever

know.

Ijustlaughed.

Azole:SoyouwerereallyGossipingaboutmebaby

girl?

Me:NoIwasjusttellingthenaboutthefactthatyou

don'tevenknowmyname.

Azole:Babygirlthatdoesn'tmatterifthepartnerI

hadbeforeshetookleaveIstilldon'tknowhername,

sodon'tbeBothered.

Me:Yeahyeah!

Wemadeourway,wecleanedThelastFloorOffices

whichisthe26thFloor.

.

WhenIgothome,IwastiredEventhoughsomeof



theofficeswereNotthatdirty,it'sjustthatmybody

hasn'tadjustedtothe dayroutine.TheonlytimeI

satdownwaswhenIatemylunch.

Mommy:Heybabies,Nahikohowwasyourfirstday?

Sheattackedusassoonaswegotinsidethehouse.

Me:Ijustneedabath,thetaxididn'tevenmakea

different.SiyayaTaxisshouldstopoperatingIcan't

barethe4-4sitbetteraQuantum.

Theyalllaughed.TrulyIdon'tgetwhythesedrivers

sit4intheSiyayaTaxiswhereasthere'ssupposedto

be3peopleseated.Arghh.

Imademywaytothebathroom,Yothandocame

withHotwaterthankGod.

AfterbathingIwentdownstairstojointheothers.

Mom:Youbetternow?

Me:Onlyfoodandbedwillmakemefeelbetternow.

Mom:we'vealreadyeatenevenYothando,youtook

yourtime.

Me:Iwastired,I'm notusedintoworkingthismuch



youknow.EveninEasternCapeIusedtoonlyfetch

waterfrom theriver,cleanthehouseandTakecare

ofuBhelekazihowImisshersweetvoice,shewould

besingingAfricanXhosatalesformerightnow.

AtearescapedmyeyeandIquicklywipedit.

Mom:So have you thoughtaboutAttending a

therapysession?

Me:Yeah,IwanttobutI'm busyduringtheweekso

itwillbebetterifIgoonSaturdaysatleastI'm off,I

don'thave work.Even Fridayswillbe fine cozI

knockoffaround1.

Mom:I'llhaveatalkwithCharmaine,she'sgoodat

whatshedo.

Me:ThankyouIappreciate.

Mom:I'm doingwhatiwassupposedtodo10years

back,soit'smyjobasamother.

Iatemyfoodthenwenttomyroom andLockedthe

door.

Iwentonmyknees.

Me:Lordthankyouforeverythingyouhavedonefor



me,thankyouforwakingmeupthismorning,thank

youfortheJob,thankyouforeachandeverysmall

thingyouhavedoneforme,I'm grateful.Iappreciate

yourlightovermyhead,Mayyoukeepondoing

greatthingsinmylife,mayyoushieldmeandput

meunderyourwingwhereIknow Iwillbesafe,

thankyoulord,IprayinthenameoftheFather,the

sonJesuschirst,andtheholyspiritAmen.

Istoodupandgotintomybed,OnethingBhelekazi

wasonabout,wasprayerandthewordofGod.

Shewillsay"UngenzayonkeintooyifunayoeBomini

kodwa uzungazeumlibaleoThixo,uzeUmkhonze

ibengathiUyaqala"[youmaydoeverythingyouwant

Inlife,butneverforgetGod,worshiphim asifit's

yourfirsttimeworshipinghim].

Bhelekaziwasalwaysawomanwithwisdom she

alwaysbelievedinGodwhenwedidn'tevenhad

foodonthetable.Awomanwhowillmakesurethat

thevillagehasfoodtoeat,shewouldrathergoonan

emptystomachandfeedherneighborherlastfood,

that'show selflessmyGrandmotherwas.Mayher

BeautifulSoulrestinpeace.IwipetheTearsinmy



eyes.

.

Iwokeupinthemorningfeelingrejuvenated,I'm

happy,i'm smilingI'm feelinglightly.

Itookabirth,IknowI'm thefirstonetobirthit'sonly

04:30am.PecksofstayinginEasternCapewithan

Old Women.She would say "YeyiphiLendoda

enotshata ivila elinje ngawe? Sukonqena Nahiko

Uyintombiintoyiyo.Makungaphumiilanga usalele

Tshini"[whichManWillmarrysuchaLazypersonas

you?Don'tbeLazyNahikoyou'reaGirlthat'swhat

youaretheSunmustn'trisewhileyoustillinbed].

Ilaughjustathoughtofherraisinghervoicewaking

meup!.

"Areyousureyou'restillfunctioningwell?"

IlookedattheKitchendoor,Mom wasstanding

there.

Me:I'm thinkingaboutBhelekazi.

Mom:ohI'm sorry,itmustbehardforyou.

Me:Shemademestrong,I'llbefine.I'm making



breakfast.

Mom:Can'twaitletmegoandtakeabath,wake

Yothandoandtwins.

Me:Alrightthat'sfine.

ThewholefamilywashereeatingBreakfast.

Sikelelwa:TheEggswerenicesisi,youcancook.

SikelelwaisthegirltwinandSikelelaistheBoyTwin.

Me:You'llcookjustlikemebaby,don'tworry.

Sikelela:Shecan'tevenbathherself.

Welaughed.

Me:whensheisoldsikelela.

Sikelelwa:Nyweee!

Shemadefunnyfaces,weallLaughed.

Yothando:YoFamily,wegottaloveandleaveyou.

Seeyoulater.

Me:Byeseeyoulater!

Them:Bye!



Wemadeourwaytothetaxirank,andLuckilythis

timewerodeaQuantum,onlyGodknowshowIfeel

aboutSiyayaTaxis,the4-4!Smh.

.

"HeyNandi"

Me:It'sNahiko!

Isaidrollingmyeyes.

Azole:Yeahthat,let'sgobabygirl.

Sheswayedherflatassinfrontofme.

Azole:Iknow myFlatassisveryAttractivebutI'm

StraightHoney,straightasaruler.

Ilaughed,Argghit'sgoingtobeaveryLonnggDay

withthisgirlhere!

THREE

It's been an amazing 3months working atThe

MkhizeAttorneys.Azole?Ifinallymadeherknowmy

nam by force Icouldn'tstand being called by

differentnamesalltimeorcallme'BabyGirl'

"GirlmymaniscomingbacktodayI'm sohappy"she



wasdancing,ifthewholeCompanydidn'tknowher

craziness theywould think she's crazyofwhich

she'scrazyandtheyknowthat,andthatisAzole.Oh

I'm officially a cleanerhere,I'm no longeron

probation.

Me:Who'syourMannow?

Azole:MlungisiMkhizeDuhh!

Shesaidthatrollingeyes.

Me:OhhYeah!

TodayIwillbeseeingthis'Mlungisi'fortheFirsttime,

andIcan'twait.Wewerechanging,actuallyIwas

theonechangingintomyuniform sinceAzolewas

done.Azoleisdedicatedtoherwork,shemaybe

yourreallifeBarbiedollandawannabeslayQueen

butwhenitcomestoworkshe'sjustGreat,shedo

theworkwithoutevencomplaining.

Me:I'm doneletthejobstart.

Azole:Finally.

SheswaysherFlatAssgoingtothelift.Ilaugh,I

knowI'm notblessedwiththeAssbutyoucanGrab



aLittlebum though,Azole?Yhuuha.a.

Azole:Justbecauseyourassis 3cm biggerthan

minedoesn'tmakeyouaFaithNketsi.

Ilaughedharder.

Me:KodwaAzole,3cm?

ShelaughsIjoinedher.

WewereservingtheTeaintheBoardroom.There

wasnoone,weplacedthewaterbottles.Waitisn't

thattheSecretaryjob?Ourrightsareviolatedhere,

orisitourjob?HaiIdon'tknow.

TheBigLawyersmadetheirwayin,wewereseated

atafarcorner,ifsomeonewantacoffee/Teathey'll

justraisetheirhand,IfeellikeaWaitress.MrMkhize

theSeniorwalkedinfollowedby,OhmyGodare

thoseRealBlueeyesorlenses?He'stallandBroad.

He looks like s black American, One word

'Handsome'.

"That'sMlungisi"AzoledisturbsmypartwhereIsayI

dotothatman,waitwhat?

Me:what?



Azole:That'sMlungisi.

NowIseeaweddingband,ashe'sgreetingtheother

ManaroundtheRoom.

Me:mhhokay!

Weservedcoffeeandtea,tillthemeetingisover.It

wasnowLunchtime,andGigi,Yothando,AzoleandI

weregoingtoeatLunchatKFCdowntheroad.We

doiteachandeveryFriday.

WemadeourwaytoKFC.

Azole:yhothistimeMlungisicame10timesmore

handsome,hedidn'tevenlookatmydirectiontoday.

Wealllaughed,wewereseatedIafourSeatTable

waitingforourorder.

Gigi:Buthe'smarried.

Azole:DarlingaRingdoesn'tscareme,it'sjustan

expensivebandthatImadetodecoratesomeone's

hand.

Yothando:HeLoveshiswife,hehastwokids.

Azole:Idon'tmindBeingaSecondwife,he'sZulu



polygamyistheirthingmos.

Gigi:He'sFatherhas1wife,whywouldhetakea

secondWife?TryanewcrushmarnAzole!

WealllaughedGigiwasgettingworkedup.

Azole:ChillDarling,allIwantfrom him isonlyone

round nothing lessnothing more.Judging byhis

dickprinthe'sgifteddownthere

Us:eeeww!

Azole:What?Eyesaremeanttoseebethuna.

Wealllaughedather,there'sneveradullmoment

withAzole,shemakesyoulaughevenatyourlowest

days,she'sthatpersonandIlikeher.

Iremembermy Firstdays with Charmaine the

psychologist,IwouldfeeldownandsadbecauseI

wasrevisitingthepastbutAzolebeingAzolemade

surethatIdon'tdepressmyselfandI'm gratefulfor

that.

Yothando:Lunchtimeisoverladies,let'sgetbackto

work.

Me:ArghI'm solazynow,andI'm full.



Azole:Don'tworryHikobabyI'lldothework,youcan

lazearound.

DidItellyouthatIloveher?WellIdo.

Me:YouthebestLovethankyou

Azole:You also clean on Mondays when I'm

Hangover.

Ohyeah,she'sthepartyanimalthisone!

WemadeaWalkbalktotheBuilding,aspromised

Azole was cleaning and Iwas justseating and

watchingherdoingherthing.Lastofficefortheday,

she'sexcitedsheisgoingoutwithherfriends.

I'm standing atmyfavouritespot,thefarcorner

watchingtheview,capetownisbeautifulandthis

glassiscleanenoughtoseetheperfectviewofthe

otherbuildings.

"Youmustbethenewgir"Iquicklyturn,thereheis

withhandsdeepinhispocket,okayIfindthatsexy

'Nahikohe'smarried'mymindwarns.

Me:Yeah,I'm new.



WherethehellisAzolewhenIneedherthemost.

Mlungisi:Soshouldn'tyoubecleaningmyoffice,

insteadofjuststandingthere?

Ohgoshhiseyes,isitnormalforablackpersonto

haveblueeyes?I'm soinlovewithhiseyes.

Me:I'm waitingformycoworkertocome.

Mlungisi:Oh Alrightthen,that's my spotwhere

you'restandingat.

Me:ohI'm sorrysir.

Isaidthatmovingtowardsthevacuum."Welcome

backhandsome"

Azole!ThischildGod.

Mlungisi:Azolehi.

Hesaidthatinastraightface.

Azole:Imissedseeingyourhandsomeself.

Mlungisi:AndI'm sorry,Iwantedtogetawayfrom

youforthelongesttime.

Azole:That'sbadhun,cozyou'llbeseeingmoreof



thisprettyface.

'Pretty what? Azole shut up now,coz you're

blubberingnonsense'myinnerselfsaidthat.

Mlungisi:PutlessofyourmakeupAzole.Ishould

leaveIpromisedmyWifethatI'llbeearlysoyou

Mondayuhm?

Hesaidthatlookingme.

Me:Nahiko

Mlungisi:YeahSeeyouMonday,youtooAzz.

'Azz'Ilaughed.

Azole:Yintoni?[What?]

Me:Azz?

Ilaughedagain.

Azole:you'resoboringrightnow.Mlungisilikesme

it'sjustthathe'sindenial

Me:Yeah,whatever.He'sNice.

Azole:Verynice,evenhisfatheryouknowthat.

YeahMrMkhizeisaniceoldman,hetreatshis



workersfairly,andherespectthem.

It's1pm andIhaveanappointmentwithCharmaine

at14:30.

Me:Byegirlsseeyoulater.

Isaid thatgetting inside the UberIrequestto

parklandswhereCharmaine'sofficeissituated.

IpaythedriverasImakemywayinsideCharmaine's

office.

I'm 5minuteslate,therewasalotoftrafficonthe

road.

Me:HeyCharms.

Charmaine:HeyloveWelcome.

Charmaineisonebeautifulwhitewoman,shelooks

youngwhereasshe's57yearsold.She'snotageing

likeyourtypicalwhitewoman,withwrinkles.

Charmaine:howareyoufeelingtoday?

Me:I'm goodandhowareyou?

Charmaine:I'm goodlet'sgetstraighttobusiness,

theTaskIhadaskedyoutodo,canIhavethepaper?



ItookoutthepeaceofpaperwhereIwrotemytask

thatCharmainegavemetothelasttimewemet,

whichwasthelastSaturday.Ihadtowrotemyfears

ofbeingwithaman.

Shereadmypaperandkeptonnodding,Ican'treally

explainherface.It'sexpressionlessifImaysayand

thatisoneofthethingsIdon'tlikeabouther,Ican't

evenreadherbutsheseerightthroughme.

Charmaine:soyou'rescaredtofallinloveand to

havesex.CanIknow yourreasons?Startbyfalling

inlove.

Me:I'm scaredtofallinlovebecauseofmypast,

whowilllovemewithmyscarsofthepast?I'm

scaredtobewithaguyforalongrunandwhenmy

pastcatchupwithme,theguynolongerwantsme

I'm scaredtofallforsomeonewhowillleavemefor

thethingsIneveraskedforinmylife,Iwilllivewith

thefactorthatIwasmolestedaschild,doguyswant

awomanwho'vebeenthroughthat?Won'ttheythink

I'm aslut,aBitch?

Charmaine:Youknow therearegoodguysaround,



theguysthatwilllookpastyourpastandfocuson

your future your way forward.You're beautiful

Nahiko,you have dreams nextyearyou willbe

returningtoschooltrustmeloveyouwillfindthe

rightmanwhowillnotbringyourpasttomakeyou

feelsmall,someonewhowillloveyouforwhoyou

are,youwillovercomethisfearjustopenyourheart,

don'tputwallsaroundher,ifyou'remeanttogethurt

alongthewayyouwillgethurt,dustyourselfthen

carryonwithyourjourneyitwillneverbetheendof

thewold,everythingplannedbyGodhasit'stime,if

yourtimecomesforyoutoflourishandbehappyit

willcome,thisisaphaseitwillpasstoo.

Ikeptonnodding,thiswomanknowherbusiness.I

justwanttobelikehertoo,getherwisdom.

Charmaine:nowlet'sfocustoyournextfear,whyare

youscaredtohavesex?

Isighedthenlookedather,asthememoriescame

flooding,Tearsfallsdownmycheeks. Eachand

everytimeIam hereIcry,thiswaslongoverduefor

metocry.Charmainehandedmetissues.



Me:EvensincetheRape,I'veneverhadsexwitha

man,notthatIwishforbutIhavenever.I'm scared

to have sex because I'm scared I will see

Mthethowakhe'sface,I'm scaredthatthemanwill

forcehimselfjustlikeMthethowakhedid.I'm scared

becauseofhavingamansweatingandgroaningon

topofmejustlikeMthethowakhedid.I'm scared

that I will never ever recover the trauma

Mthethowakheputtedmethrough,Ihatethatman

withallofmyeverythingmysoulincluded.

Charmaine:Doyouknow thereasonyouscaredto

havesex,isbecauseMthethowakheinstalledfearin

yousothatyouwillneverhavesexwithanyone,and

you haven't forgiven him.Let the bygones be

bygones.FirststepistoforgiveMthethowakhe,and

forgive yourmotherfullybecause you stillhave

hatredtowardsher,thehatethatifshewastherefor

youMthethowakhewouldbeinjail,ifshewasthere

youwould'velongheal.BreakthewallsNahiko,you

needtobreakthewallsinotherforyoutoliveyour

lifefully,youneedtobreakloosebeyourselfand

neverallowyourpasttoovercomeyou.



Me:HowwillIdothatCharmaine?Idon'thavepower

todoanything,mypastwillalwaysbeinthewayfor

me.

Charmaine:youneedtoletloose,youneedtobea

23yearoldthatyou'renotthis70yearoldwomanin

frontofme.Gooutifyouhaveto,bespontaneous,

youdon'thavetodrinkalcoholtobecool.Youcan

goclubbingwithyourFriendsanddrinkjuice,justbe

outtherestayingathomewillhauntyourthoughts

willmakeyouoverthinkthings,itwillputyouonthe

samespot,youwillnotseeyourstepsintohealingif

youarestandinginonespot.Tryoutdating,seehow

itfeels to have someone who cares for you,

someonewhowillteachyoulove,ifyoudon'twant

thattoo,justexplore.Goout,gohikingithelpsto

easeone'smind.Youneedachangeofenvironment

besomewhereyou'veneverbeentryyogajustbe

spontaneous don'thide yourselfin a shell,be a

butterflythatyouare.spreadyourwingsandflyhigh,

don'tstayinthistinshellthatyou'reintorightnow.

Beyou,forgetabouteveryoneandeverythingelse

andenjoythefruitsoflifeandyouwillseethewalls



willjustbreak,don'tputyourmindintothepastalot

oftimesandlearntoliveonyourownandinyour

owntermsandconditions,thisisyourbodyyoudo

whateveryouwantwithit,it'syoubeyou.Allow

yourselfto gethurt,allow yourselfto learn into

situations.Beopentoyourself,beyouNahikoand

thatisthegreatestthingyouwilldoforyourself

okaymylove?

Ilookedatthisamazingwomaninfrontofme,with

asmilecurvedinmymouth.Inodded.

Me:ThankyouCharmaine,ThankyousomuchI'm

grateful.

Shesmiled.

Charmaine:It'smyjobhoney,how areyoufeeling

rightnow?

Me:I'm free,the burden thathas been in my

shouldershavebeenlifteddown,I'm feelingfree,

freshrejuvenated.It'sallthankstoyou.

Charmaine:waittillyou'reapsychologisttoo,you'll

see the impactyou'llbe making into the other

people'slives,youwillbethegreatestNahikoIcan



attestthat.

Ismiledlookingather.

Me:Thankyou,Ireceive!

Welaughed.

Charmaine:Tomorrow I'm havingagrouptherapy,

it'sforRapeSurvivors.Dotoyouwanttocome?

Ilookedather.

Charmaine:Therearepeoplewhowentthroughthe

sameand worsesituationdoneyou,telling each

otherwhathappenedandhow aretheysurviving

rapeandovercomingit.It'sfuntherearepeoplewho

arenotuptightyouwilllaugh,youwillcrybuttrust

metheoutcomewillnotbethesameaswhenyou

wentinside,you'llrealise thatyourproblem is

smallerthanwhatotherpeoplewentthrough.It's

overwhelmingbutyouwillbeokay.

Me:Iwillcome,whattimeshouldIbehere?

Charmaine:6pm,don'tworryIorganisetransportto

takeyouhome.

Me:alrightI'llbeherethenthanksforinvitingmeand



thankyoufortoday.

Charmaine: you are welcome honey,see you

tomorrow.

Me:yesseeyoutomorrow,bye!

Charmaine:Goodbye.

I took my bag and left the building feeling

rejuvenated.

IcalledYothandoit'smom'sbirthdaywedicidedto

eatout.

Yothando:heyloveareyoudone?

Me:yesbabes,wenawhereareyou?

Yothando:athome,Ijustfetchedthetwinsfrom

school.

Me:ohokayletmerequestanUberI'llbethereinno

time.

Yothando:okaylovebye.

Me:bye.

Ihangedup.Thenrequest,in3minutestheUber



arrived.

Myridewasn'tthatlong,thedrivertookanother

routeandtherewasnotraffic.

Iarrivedathome,itwas5:30pm by6:30pm mom will

behere.Itookabath,Yothandowasdressingupthe

twins.

Wewerealldressedup,mom wasshockedthatwe

weretakingherout,shewantedustowatchmovies

butnotodayisherday.

WearrivedatLifeGrandinwaterfront.

Weorderedachampagneandspaghettibolognese

foruseldersandJuiceandburgersfortheTwins.

"Cheerstomommydearest,moreyears"weclicked

ourglasses.

This was the bestday,and an Amazing night,

mommywasthankingusallthewaytohome.She

couldn't be more happier to have her Three

daughtersandaoneson.

Athomewejustatethecakeshebought,andwatch

somemoviesonNetflix,itwasthebestbirthdayfor



her!.

FOUR

It's5pm andI'm onmywaytoCharmaine'sbuilding,I

tookataxithistime,UbersareexpensiveandIdon't

havemoneytoplayaroundwith.Finallyit's6:05pm.

I'm fiveminuteslate,thankstothatTaxiDriverfor

being slow and going allovercapetown.Iwas

irritatedandannoyedIfeltlikeI'vebeeninthistaxi

forhours.I'm wearingmyjeansandboots,sweater

andsomebeanieit'sraining.Winterisapproaching

soit'sboundtorain.It'sbeenrainingsincelastnight,

andit'sstillraining.

Imakearuntothebuilding,Iwasdirectedtothehall

wherethegrouptherapyistakingplace.Mhhit's

warm here,thereareheatersallaround.There'salot

of ladies here, conversing and eating some

sandwichesandcoffee.

"youarehere"Iturnback,IlookatCharmainewho

issmilingatme.

Me:ItoldyouthatI'llcometoday.



Charmaine:Itaughtyouchangedyourmind,graba

Coffeewithsandwichorsomemuffins.Igrabsome

2blueberryMuffinswithcoffee,thesewoulddo.I

makemywaytothecushionsthatareatthefloorin

acircleform.Isitdown,waitIknow thisperfume,

this red haircut.Azole? She looks atme she's

shockedtoseemehere,wellIam too.

Azole:Hiko?

Yeahshecallsmethat.

Me:Azole,you'rehere!

ShelaughsandIjoinedherthisisreallyinteresting.

Everyoneisnowseatedevenchairmane.

Charmaine:Helloladies,Thankyouforcomingtoday.

Wehavesomeonenew here,someoneclosetomy

heart.

Shesmilelookingatme,Iknew shelovesmebut

closetoherheart?Wondersshallneverend!

Charmaine:soIwouldlikeustogiveherawarm

roundofapplause.Andthat'sherNexttoAzoleher

NameisNahiko.



Theyclappedtheirhandssmiling,Ireturnthesmile.

TheydointroductionstooandIonlyrememberthe

first3names,therestIforgot.I'llknowthem astime

goes,Iwonder,doesAzoleknowthem?

Charmaine:Greatnowlet'sgetstraighttobusiness,

ifyouknowyou'refeelingcomfortableyoucanstartI

won'tpickanynames,you'lljusttalkit'syourown

will.

"Iwilltalk"ohIdon'tknowhername.Gosh.

Charmaine:Okay,Amandathefloorisyours.

Yeahshe'sAmanda.

Amanda:HelloBitches!!!

Damnshe'sloud.

Azole:HelloBitch!

Notthisonetoo,wealllaugh.

Amanda:Okay,mystorystartwhenIwasathomein

Mnambithi,inKwaZuluNatal.

Ohshe'sZulu.SheheaveabigSigh,andplaywith

herhandslookingup.



Amanda:IwasbornandbreadinMnambithiinKZN.

Mymotherand fatherpassed awaywhen Iwas

6yearold.Theywereinvolvedinacaraccident.I

stayed with myAunt,myFather'ssisterand her

husbandandkids.Attheageof16Iwasdoing

grade10.Everythingwaswellfrom theageof6till

theageof16whenmyunclelosthisjob.MyAunt

wasahousewifewhereasmyunclewastheonly

working person in the house, he was the

breadwinner.Whenhelosthisjobwehadnothing,

astheeldestchildIhadtohelpmyauntanduncle

withsomepiecejobs,afterschoolIwouldgoaround

Mnambithicleaningpeople'shouseanddoingtheir

laundry.

OnedayasIwascleaninginoneofthehouseholds

aroundMnambithithemanofthehouse,rapedhe.

Hetookmyvirginitymypride,hehadhiswaywith

metillIhadnopowerinmetofight.HecameasI

wasbusycleaningthecupboards"Ineedalittlehelp

inthebedroom"hesaidthat,hewasarrogantIknew

that.Ididn'tcleantheroomsbutIcouldn'tsaynoto

him,Ineededthemoney.AssoonasIgotinsidethe



room helockedthedoorandmadehiswaytome,I

wasshockedIfrozeIdidn'tknowwhattodo.Iwas

wearingadress,athomegirlswereneverallowedto

wearJeansoranyTrouser.Heheldmeroughlyand

threwmeontopofthebed,asIwastryingtogetoff

from hisgripheremovedmypanties,ashewas

strugglingtoremovehistrousersIwasfightinghim

trying to getofffrom hisgrip.Hechoked me,I

couldn'tdoanythingIthoughtIwasdyinghefinally

removedhispantshepenetratedtomyvirginaas

dryasIwas,itwasthemostpainfulthingI'veever

had.Hemovedupanddowngroaned,Iwaslaying

flatlywaitingforhim tofinish.Tearsweredry,Icried

tillIranoutoftearsIbeggedhim tillmythroatdried

andwordsnotcomingintomymouth.

"Thatwassweet,youaresweet"that'swhathesaid,

hegavemepillsandforcedmetodrinkthem.After

hegavemeR5000for"theService"that'swhathe

saidafterhebrokeme,afterhertookmyvirginity

mypride.Ileftthathousewithbloodonmythighs,

mybodyweak.Igaveauntythatwholemoney,and

toldherthatI'm neverdoinganywork.



Itookabath,ThatverynightmyasIwassleeping

myunclecame.

"Shhhbabygirl,IknowwhatthatAnimaldidtoyou,

I'm sorry"Icriedinhisarms,IthoughtIwasgoingto

getjusticewhowasIfoolingreally,asIwassobbing

inhisarms,hebrushedmythighs,tillhishandfinda

waytomyvirginahebrushedmyvirgina."don't

worrymishybaby,I'm soothingthepainitwillbe

less painfulifyou do itagain"he removed my

panties Iknew whatwas going to happen,my

fightingspiritwasnotthereanylongerIhadno

power.Herapedmetoo,samedaytwomanhad

theirwaythroughme.AfterthatDay,Iwasatossing

ballbetweenMrZuluandmyUncle.Iwouldhavesex

withMrZuluformoneyandmyuncleatnightwould

havehiswaytoo.MyAunt?Thatwitchknew about

allofthis,AftersleepingwithMrZuluasalwayshe

gavememoney,Itookabusthatdaycominghereto

capetown.Ihadthatmoneyonly,IthankedGodthat

daywhenImetaman'Lihle'hewasasecurityin

capetownBusstation.HesawmewonderingItold

him mystory,hegavemehome,Loveandpeace.He



completed me.Iwas now a waitress atRocco

mommas,Lihlewasstillasecurityguy.Onefaithful

nightlihlecamedrunk,fumingwithanger."AmandaI

madeyouaperson,gaveyouahome,loveandthis

iswhatyourepaymewith?"

Iwaslostwhatwashetalkingabout?"Yougaveme

HIVAmanda,fuckenHIV"Icried,hekickedhim outI

didn'tblamehim,butItoodidn'tknowthatIwasHIV,

IstayedwithmyfriendtillIfoundaplacetostay.I

haveafoodparlourinTown,Istayalone,nomanin

mylifeI'm aRapeVictim noscratchthatIam aRape

SurvivorandI'm HIVpositive.

Ilookedaround,Iwasn'ttheonlyonecrying,even

AzoleandCharmainewerecrying.

Charmaine:Thatwasdeep,shouldwecallitanight

oristhereanyonewhowantstoshare?

Azole:Iwillshare.

Ilookedather?

Charmaine:Areyousure?

Azole:I'vebeendreading,Iwanttoshare.



Charmaine:okay.

Azole:Higuys,asy'allknow thatI'm AzoleandI

don'tknowallyournames.

EveryoneLaughed,thankyouAzoleforbreakingthe

Tension.

Azole:IgrewuphereinCapeTown,Iwasbornhere

in cape town.I'm the onlychild in myparents,

growingupIhadeverythingachildalwaysyearned

for,mydad was a BankManagermymothera

teacher.IwasneverthispersonthatIam now,I

used to beshy,scared to talkto people.Iwas

stayinginKhayelitshabackthen,eventhoughwe

hadmoneydadlovedbeingwithhishomeboys,we

were staying in Lita Park.Itwas my Mother's

birthday,weweregoingtoeatout.Iwasstillputting

upmymakeup,that'sonethingIloveddoingatmy

sparetimeifI'm notstudying,Iheard mymom

screamingIrushedtotheleavingroom,mydadwas

layingthereinapoolofblood,mymotherscreaming

herlungsout."yeyuyangxolasfebe"[you'remakinga

noiseBitch].



Oneofthoseguyssaid,mymothercouldn'tstop

crying.AbulletPiercedrightinherforehead,right

thereandthenIknewmymotherwasnolongeralive,

mysmallfamily.Icouldn'tstopmyselfIranand

kneeledrightnexttoherbody.

"Mhhfreshmeetwhatdowehavehere?"Hebrushed

mythighsasIwaswearingaLinenshortwithashirt.

"Let'stakeherwithusbeforethepolicefindushere".

Theydragged meto theircar,theydrovetillwe

arrivedatthisoldbuilding,weretheythrewmeatthe

floortookofftheirpants,theirplanwastorapeme

allThewayto wheretheyweretaking mewere

fussingaboutwhowillstartfirsttherewasabout6

ofthem.

Afterremoving theirPants they allstood there

looking atme,with eyesfulloflust.Theywere

playingWiththeirpeniseswaitingfortheirturn.

One ofthem removed myshorts,with a Lotof

difficultiescozIwasscreamingandkicking.

"Scream all you want. Nobody's gonna you

sweetheart"thatdidn'tstopmefrom kickingthem.I



feltsomethinghittingmythighs,theywerehitting

mewiththeirbelts,Ihadnopowertofight,thepain

wasintensifying,theyfinallyremovedmyshortsand

underwearandHepenetratedthroughmyvirgina

withoutanywarning,hekeptongroaningashewas

Busy having his time,the otherone penetrated

throughmyAnal.Having2dicksburiedrightinside

ofme.

Ilookedatazole,shewascryingthisisnotmyfriend.

IheldherhandforassurancethatIam hereforshe

lookedatme,thensmiledatme.

Azole:Afterallsixofthem hadtheyshareoffun,

theydruggedme.For daystheyhadfunwithme

andalltheycouldgivemewasdrugs.Iusedtopiss

myself,Icouldn'tholdmypee.Iwasstinking,Iwas

dirtyIfeltdirty.Ilivedforsex,andtheywouldgive

medrugs.

Theydumpedmeinfrontoftheyardofmyhouseat

thedayofthefuneral.Iwasnaked,Mybodyfullof

scars,IhadlostofweightinthedaysI'vebeenwith

them.Myfamilycouldn'tholdtheytearswhenthey

saw me,Iwasdead.Iknew rightthereandthen



Azazolewasdead.Iknewawholeofmewasdead,

I'm gratefulforthefactthatIwasn'tpregnant,Ididn't

catchanySTIsorHIV.Theybroughtthisnewwhole

me,IdoallofthisnotbecauseIwanttobutbecause

I'm forcedto,beingthisbubblygirlismycoping

mechanism,I'm dyinginside.ImaypretendthatI'm

okaybutdeepdownIknowthatI'm dyingIknowthat

I'm powerless. I also take sex as a coping

mechanism.Thatfaithfulbirthday,wasthedayIlost

myparentsIlostmybeingmylife.I'm notthesame

anymore,IfeelasifIwouldgobacktobeingthat

Azazolewould taintme,would takemebackto

thosedaysIspentinthatbuilding.NowIwillnever

beabletogivebirthbecausetheytookoutmywomb

becausethosemandestroyedmywomb,I'llnever

havemyveryownkids.Isleepwithdifferentman

becauseitwassomethingthatwasdonetomeIam

goodforthat.Andthat'smystoryandIam Azolethe

RapeSurvivor.

Itookherintomyarms,Ihuggedhersotight,she

criedherlungsout.Iwascryingtoo,Ilikethefelt

thatsheallowedherselftobevulnerable,sheletus



allinonwhathappenedto.

Charmaine:Ladiesandthatwillbeallfortoday.

Everyonestood up,to drinkwatersometo have

somecoffee.Ineedthatcoffee.

Azole:Thankyousomuchlove.

Me:Iwillalwaysbethereforyou,andILoveyou

Azole.

Azole:ILoveYoutoo,myLove.Thankyousomuch

Nahiko,Iwouldn'thavefinishedmystoryifitwasn't

foryou.

Me:Bestfriends?

Azole:BestfriendsforEver.

Wehuggedandstoodup.

Azole:Arggwelooklikeuglyrightnoweuww.

Me:Saythatagain,andthatmakeupisalloveryour

face.Here..Igavehersomewipeswewereinthe

bathroom rightnow.

Azole:thankyoubabes.



Iwashedmyface,thedrieditwiththefacecloththat

wasinthebathroom.Sheremovedthemakeupand

washedherface.

Me:Youlookwaymoreprettywithoutmakeupdo

youknowthat?

Azole:Yousure?

Me:WhywouldIlie?

Azole:DoyouthinkMlungisiwillNoticemewithout

makeup?

Me:HerewegoAgain.

Welaughedaswemadeourwaytothetransport

providedforus.

Thiswasanemotionalnight,allIneedrightnowisa

bath and mysleep.Tomorrow isanotherday,a

blessesday'Sunday'.

FIVE

It'saMondaymorningandI'm notfeelingtheday

already,mybodyissoreIsleptwithSikelelwaand



shedoesn'tknow how tosleep,I'm neversleeping

withherEveragain.

Igetup,she'sstillsleepinghorizontally.Imakemy

waytothebathroom justasusualI'm thefirstoneto

wake up.After bathing I made breakfast for

everyone,whichwasoats.Icouldn'tbringitupon

myselftomakeafullEnglishbreakfast.

"Goodmorning"

ItwasYothando.

Me:Morning,you'reEarlytoday.

Yothando:It'sbecauseIsleptearlyyesterday.

Yeahshesleptaround6pm.Shewasnotfeelingwell.

Me:yeah,howareyouthismorning?

Yothando:feelingbetter,thankyoufortheGinger

Teayoumade.

Me:itusedtohelpBhelekazi.SoIthoughtIshould

makeitforyoutoo.

Yothando:thanks.

Me:herehavebreakfast.Whymom hasn'twokenup?



Yothando:it'saholidaytheTwinsarenotgoingto

school,AuntisonLeave.Sowearetakingthecar

today.

Me:Youjokingright?

Yothando:Justeatup so thatwe can beatthe

Traffic.

Me:Alrightcool.

We ate aftereating,Itook mybag then joined

Yothandointhecar.

Wedrove,thetrafficwasalot.ArggCapeTown

traffic.Butwemadeitintimeforwork.

Yothando:seeyouinLunchTime!

Me:Alrightbyebabes.

Yothando:ByeLove.

IleftherattheReceptiondesk.Thenwalkedmyway

tothelockerroom.

Azolewasthere,waitshedyedherairblackandshe

didn'tapplymakeuptoday.

Me:Wowbabes,lookatyou.Youlooksobeautiful.



Azole:Youreckon?

Me:yes.Theblackisgood,andanew haircutwho

areyoutryingtoimpress?

Azole:Noone,Idecidedtolistentoyouandtrytobe

natural.

Me:itsuitsyou,staylikethis.Ifyouapplymakeup

then,trytoputmuchalittlebitofit.

Azole:Thanksbesties.

Me:youwelcomeBestfriend.

Ichanged,therewas5minutesleftformyshift.I

decidedtologintheWiFiandcheckmyemails.

"DearMsMsomi

You'vebeenAdmittedtostudyattheUniversityof

CapeTown.

Youhavemettheminimum requirementsandyou've

beenacceptedtoStudyPsychologyStudies."

Iscreamedandalleyesintheroom wereonme.

Azole:Andthen?



ITossedthephonetoher,sheread.I'm sureshe

didn'tfinishthewholemessagelikeme,cozshe

screamedandhuggedme.

Azole:Congratulations BestFriend wow,I'm so

proudofYou.

Me:ThankYouBestie.

Ireadthewholemessage,yesI'llbecontinuingwith

myStudiesnextyear.I'llbeRepeatingmy3rdYear

since,Idropped outin the middle ofthe 1st

Semester.SoI'llbedoingmy3rdYear.

Me:I'm soexcited,Iwanttocallmymotherandtell

her.

Azole:WhynottellherfacetoFace?Thatwouldbe

better.

Me:Yeahright,butlet'scallCharmaine,she'sthe

personwhohelpedmealotwiththisapplication.

Azole:Yeahdothat.

I called Charmaine, and putted the call on

loudspeaker.

Charmaine:MorningNahiko.



Yeah,that's how Charmaine answers herphone,

she'stooFormal.

Me:Morning,IhaveGoodNewstotellyou.

Charmaine:Yes?

Me:I'vebeenacceptedtostudyatUCT,thankyouso

muchcharmsforallyoudidforme.

Charmaine:OhmyGod,Congratulationsbaby,you

deservetobesomethingoutthere,I'm happyforyou.

Me:Thankyou,Ireallyappreciatehavingyouinmy

life,youmadeahugeDifferenceinmylife.I'llforever

beindebtedtoyou.

Charmaine:Nonsense,you deserve allofit.You

deservetobehappy.Justseewhenyougraduate

andbeapsychologistandhavepatientsyouwilldo

exactlywhatI'm doing,ifnotmore.Fridaywhenwe

meetI'llgiveyouapropercongratulationsgift.

Me:There'snoneed.

Charmaine:Iinsistlove

Me:Okay.



Azole:AndonSaturday,Iwantagifttoo!

HaiboAzole!

Charmaine:Azoleisthatyou?

Azole:Inflesh.

Charmaine:Lol,okaySaturdayyou'llbeYourgifttoo.

Azole:Thanks

Wechatted,forawhileandsaidourGoodbyes.

Azole:I'm so happyas ifI'm the one who got

acceptedtostudyatvarsity.

Me:Yeah,Imeanttoaskyou,whyareyouworking

asacleanerinsteadofstudying?You'restillyoung.

Azole:Aftereverything I've been through Ididn't

copeverywellatschool.Ididn'tdoGrade12,Ionly

finishedmyGrade11.TrustmeIwannagotovarsity,

Ialwayswantedthevarsitylife.Beingoncampus,

clubbing,thereslife,parties.ThePoliticalparties.I

wantedallthatbutIguessit'salljustadream

Me:Iwasquitecleverbackinhighschool,Iwas

book smart.Iknew Iwas going to make itto



universitywithoutanydoubt,andIdid.AllI'm saying

we'regoingtofindapart-time Grade12schoolfor

olderpeopleyou'llgothere,andontheothersideI'll

teachyoutoo,youwillwriteyourmatricandgoto

university.Whatdoyouwanttobe?

Azole:IwantJustice,Iwanttobealawyer.

Me:Thenyouwillbealawyer.Comehere.

Ihuggedher.

Azole:I'veneverhadafriendwhocareslikemeas

muchasyoudo,I'm gratefulforthat.

Me:That'swhatBestFriendsaremadefor.

Azole:Yhoo.Lookatthetime,wearelate.

Me:I'm evenlazytocleantoday.

Azole:That'swhereyourBestiecomes.

Me:SeethereasonIloveyou?

Azole:Arggyouaresousingme!

Welaughedandmadeourwaytotheoffice,they

werenotthatdirty,andwecleanedFriday.Wewere

justvacuumingandcleaningthedustinthedesks



andcabinets.

It'sLunchTimethankGod!

Wemadeourwaytothecafeteria,acoffeeand

muffinswilldo,theweatherisnotourfriendtoday.I

used to enjoyrainydays,backin Eastern Cape.

BhelekaziwouldmakeherFamoussweetcornsoup.

Andwewouldwatchmoviesinmylaptop.Imissher

eachandeveryday,Imissherwarm smile,warm hug.

Herscent,I'm sureshe'sproudofme,herwishes

wastoseemebeingsuccessfulandindependent.

Andthatwillcome,allinGod'stime.

Azole:EarthtoNahikoMsomi!

Yothando:WassupJoe?

Ilaughed.

Me:I'm good,I'vegotgreatnewstotellyou.

Yothando:okay?

Shewassmiling,Yothandoisalwaysmywellwisher,

she'ssoselfless.

Me:YouroneandonlyCousin,gotacceptedatUCT!!!



Yothando:What?Comehere.

Shegavemeabonecrushinghug.

Me:YothandoIcan'tbreath.

AzoleandGigilaughed.

Yothando:I'm sorryLove,ArgghI'm sohappyforyou.

Wehavetocelebrate.

Azole:Saturdaywe allgoing to celebrate,we're

goingtocubana.

Yothando:I'm withyoutherelove.

Gigi:Congratulations Nahiko love,and definitely

Saturdaywearecelebrating.

Me:ItlookslikeIdon'thaveachoice.

Azole:Youdon'thaveitbabes.

Wechatted,tillthelunchwasover.

Gigi:MondaysarealwaysadragitfeelslikeI've

beenherefor3days.

Me:Ijustwanttheclocktohit5pm sothatIcanbe

outofhere.



Theylaughed,GigiandYothandoleftus,goingtothe

receptiondeskandIwaswaitingforprincessAzole

tofinishhercoffee.

Me:ReallyAzole?

Azole:It'snotlikeyou'llbecleaning,justsitandtake

achillpill.ThisCoffeeisR13.MymoneysoI'm not

goingtowastemymoney.

Ilaughed,shefinished.

Wegotinsidethelift,weweregoingtothelastfloor,

wewerecleaningtheTopoffices..

"Pleaseholdthelift"Azoledidandhegotinside.

"Afternoon"

Us:"afternoon".

Silent.Hiscolognedamn!

He'ssmellingsonice,Ijustwannarubmyselfinhim.

Hedidn'tpressanynumberforsurehe'sgoingtothe

lastfloortoo.

IlookedatAzole,shewasdroolingatthisGuy,I'm

sureherpantiesarewetbythewayshe'slookingat



him ifIwasn'thereshewould'veprobablythrew

herselfinthisguy.Ihaven'tseenhim properly,I'm

onlyseeinghe'sback.'Ping'finally.

Hegotoutfirst,wefollowed.

Isighedaverybigone,wasIholdingmybreath.

Azole:Youknow IthoughtMlungisiwasthemost

handsome,butthismantakesthecup.

Iaughed.

Me:Hesmellnice

Azole:Damn heis,and I'm surethatcologneis

freakingexpensive.

Me:Yeah,he'sRichjudgingbysuit.

Azole:Yho,hayihe'saDream.

Ilaughed.

Welaughed,andwenttocleantheoffices,Mlungisi's

officewasthelastone.Sinceit'sinthelastcorner.

Azoleknockedandgotinside.

Iwaitedforheroutside,shecameback.



Azole:HeIsbusy,heaskedfor5minutes.

Me:Okay.

Azole:He was with thatGuy,yho thatman is

handsome.

Me:Shh.

Isignaledhertokeepquiet,Imeantheguyisinthe

officehecouldhearher.IstoodbytheLongGlassin

thecorridorlookingattheview,theRainisraining

hard.It'sabeautifulsighttosee,andthisbuildingis

high.Ican see the Table mountain where I'm

standing,argghthisViewistodiefor.

Thedooropens,andtheyarelaughing,Thatmanly

laugh.Ilookatthedoor.Damndidhehavetobethis

Handsome.Hewaslaughingsohard,evenhisbroad

shouldersaremoving,Mlungisiisalsolaughinghard.

Hiseyesmeetmine,for10secondshelooksdeepin

myeyes,I'm notmovingmygazeIwouldStareat

him alldayandnevergettired.Hehasnicelyshaped

Eyebrows,LongLashes.There'ssomethingabout

hiseyes,Igotlostinthem.He'sHandsomenodoubt,

hehasadimpleonhisleftcheek.He'slaughisso



manlyandnotloudnorsilentIcan'tdecipher.He

looksatMlungisithenlooksatmeagainandhe

WalkoutwithMlungisi.I'm stuckmyfeetarenot

moving.Ittookmeaminutetomovemyfeet.

Whatwasthat?

IgotinsidetheOffice,hiscologneislingeringinthis

office,mixedwithMlungisi'sCologne.Iopenedthe

windows.The wind was blowing things,Azole

quicklyClosedthem

Azole: Uyaphambana Nahiko? [Are you crazy

Nahiko?]

Azole:Areyouokay?

Me:yeahI'm fine.

The smellwas there,yeah he's handsome..we

cleanedtheoffice.

Mlungisicameafterwards.

Mlungisi:Azoleyoulookdifferent!

Azole: How different? Bad Different or Good

Different?



Mlungisi: Good Difference, you look beautiful

naturally.Staythisway.

Hee,sheisblushing.

He'smarriedAzole!.Weleftassoonaswewere

done.

FinallyI'm homeafteraveryLongDay.

Mom:YouLooktired.

Me:Iam dying,Ican'tdealyho.

Shelaughed.

Mom:JusttakeaBathandcomeeatsomefood.

Itookabath,Yothandobathedafterme.Wewerein

theloungeeating.

Me:MotherIhavesomegoodnewstoshare.

Mom:I'm listening.

Me:IgotacceptedatUCT,I'llbedoingmy3rdyear

NextYear.

Mom:OhmyGod,I'm soproudifyoubaby,I'm sure

Bhelekaziistoo,she'slookingoutforyou.Shewould



be Happy to hear such news.Congratulations

MamBhele!

Me:Thanksmom.

Mom:Nowcomeandgiveyourmothersomesugar.

Ilaughed,Dadusedtosaythatwhenhecomeback

from work.YothandoandIwouldruntohim and

suffocatehim withourhug.Goddecidedtotakehim

early.YothandoandIwerestillyoung.

Iwenttomymotherandhuggedher!

Wearegettingthere,thebondisslowlybecoming

stronger.ShereallyissorryandIcan'tstayangryat

herforever,Iforgaveherandforgot.Thisisanew

start.

.

.

I'm sorry IwentMIA,Iwas busy finishing my

AssignmentsothatIcanfocusonthisstory.I'm

sorry.

Anotherinsertwithcomelater.



Admin

SIX

It'sbeenaverylongandBusydayatwork.It's

SaturdaytodayandI'm gettingreadyforthegroup

therapy.

CharmaineboughtmeaDressandsomeheelsasa

'Congratulationsgift'andI'm happyandgratefulfor

thekindgesture.Theweatherisstillbad,it'swinter

whatcanwedo.

I'm dressed in mysweatpants,Nikekicksand a

blackcoat.Ihavemybraidstiedandcoveredmy

braidswithadoek.Yothandoisdroppingme,after

oursessionAzoleandwilljointhem atGigi'splace

forchangeifclothesandwegototheclub.Itried

talkingthem outofthisbuttheydidn'tevenlistento

me.IguessIhavetogowiththem.

Yothando:Howlongdoyouthinkyouguyswilltake?

Me:EyyIdon'tknow,itwilldepend.

Yothando:Okay,I'llsendyouGigi'sAddressthenwe

willmeetthere.



Me:Okaylove!

Yothando:takeCareIloveyou!

Me:Iloveyoutoo,bye!

Iquicklyrantotheentrance,therainisnotthat

heavytodaybutit'sraining.

Imademyway,Ineedthatcoffeeandmuffins.

Azole:Justthewayyoulikeit.

ShehandmeaCupwithcoffee.

Me:DidItellyouthatIloveyou?

Azole:WellYouhaven'ttoldmetoday.

Me:IloveyouSthandwa!

Azole:Iloveyoutoo,SandwichorMuffins?

Me:2Blueberrymuffinsplease.

Shehandsmetheplatewithblueberrymuffinsmy

favourite,IwouldkillyouforBlueberrymuffins.

Wemakeourwaytothecircle,therearechairstoday

andnottheCushions.Iguessit'sbecauseofthe

weathersothatwedon'tcatchcold.ButtheGas



heatersaremakingthehallWarm.It'swarm Ieven

RemovedmycoatI'm leftwithmysweater.

Charmainewaitedforustosettleinsothatwecould

start.

Charmaine:GoodEveningladies,welcomebackto

the therapysession I'm glad we are stillin this

healingjourney.I'm gladthatandhappy,yesitmay

beveryhardtoshareyourpainbutinthisplace

there'snobignorsmallpain.Weallwentthrough

the same traumatic experience but the

circumstances were different.We are allrape

survivors.So we willhold each other's hands

throughoutthishealingjourney,weareafamilyhere

andfamilystickstogether.

Wekeptnodding..

Charmaine:so Iwanty'allto share,so thatthe

burdencanbelifted,noonewilllaughatyourstory.

Juststepupandshareyourstory.Sotodaywho's

goingtoBreaktheIceandstarttoshareherstory?.

Sheaskedthatlookingatme,I'm notreadytoshare

I'm scared,soshemustnotcountmein."Me"said



theSweetcolouredgirlwithcurlyhair,argghILove

herhair.What'shernameagain?Irememberherhair,

lastweekIwasfussingoverherhair.'Chelsea'yeah

hernameisChelsea.

Charmaine:OkayChelseathefloorisyours.

Chelsea:Helloeveryone.

Shesaidthatshyly.She'ssosweetandshy.

Us:Hey,hi,hello.

Thentherewassilence.

Chelsea:AsyouallknowthatmyNameisChelsea.I

am from here,Iwasbornandbredhereincapetown.

Iused to stayin bishop Lavis.Igrew up there,

stayinginbishopLavisbackinthedayswewere

neversafe,wehadtolookatourbacksbecauseof

thegangs.Andmyfamilywasafamilywithafaithin

Christ,we were neverassociated with such,my

Grandfatheralwaysmadesurethat,whenweget

from schoolwegobackstraighthome.Idon'tknow

how mybrothergotassociatedwiththeGang,he

startedcominglate,disrespectingourGrandfather.

MyFatherpassesawayfrom thegangwarthat's



whyGrandfatherwantedusawayfrom thegang,

especiallytheboysinthefamily.Hehadastroke

whenherealisedthatMybrotherisinaGang.He

couldn'tbringitinhimselftolosehisgrandchildren

becauseofgangs.

OnenightmyBrothercamehomewithalotofblood

comingfrom hisstomach.Thewholefamilywasin

shock,itwasthenightmyGrandfatherhadastroke.

Itwasn'tany minute when we heard Gunshots

outside,twomanwithalotoftatoosevenontheir

facemadethewayinside,theytookmeandmybig

sister,wewerescared.When thefamilytried to

objectbutthosemanhadalreadymadeplansforme

Andmybigsister,thiswasit.Meandmysisterwere

onlygirlsinthefamilyof8children.6Boysand2

girls.Iwasonly15yearsoldandmysisterwas17

yearsold.IremembertheytookustoaBrothelin

MitchellsPlain.Therewerelotofgirlsinthere.

That'swhenitregisteredtomethatmylifewasover.

Theygavedrugseveryday.Irememberwhenthat

guycametome"Iwantthisbitch"hesaid.Hewas

clean,hedidn'tlooklikeyourtypeifgangster.He



wascleanyeshehadtattoosandscarinhisleft

cheek.Itmadehim handsome.ButthewayhesaidI

am bitchchangesmyperspectiveabouthim,hewas

agangster.Iwastakenfrom theroom wheremy

sisterwas,Icried.Irememberwhentheytookmy

sistershecamebackwithscarsandwounds.Ididn't

wantthat.

"Whyareyoucryingsweetheart,tearsarenotgood

foryourprettyface".Itwasthatguy,wewereina

cleanerroom itsmellednice

"Iwanttogohome,Ihaveschool"Iblurtedout.

"You'llgoifyoudon'tsatisfyme.Butifyoudoyou'll

bemybitch"Icried,thiswasnotgoingtobemylife.

Heremovedmyclothesmyjean,Iwasscaredto

evenobjectbecauseIdidn'twanttobebeatenup.I

wasstarknakedinfrontofhim.Itriedtohidemy

private partbuthe would Slap me ifIdid.He

caressedmyboobsmyviginaroughly,heremoved

hisclothesandthrustedin.

Iwasnotavirgin,Ihadsexwithmyboyfrienditwas

aonceoffthing.WhenthismanrapeditfeltasifI

wasavirginagain.Hewasrough,"you'resotight"he



keptonsayingthat.AfterthatnightIwasneverokay.

Hewouldcomeandrapeme,sometimeshewould

takeitinmyass.Itwashisthingtillhegottiredif

meafterayearofbeinghis"bitch".surelyhefind

someonewhowastighterthanme.Mysisterkilled

herselfshecouldn'tstandthis,andIhadtothinkof

myGrandfather,Ialwayswonderedabouthim,he

keptmestronger.Iwentbackhome,Inevertold

anyoneaboutthis,theyjustknowthatIwasraped.I

hadangerissues,trustissues,Hatred.Beingraped

takesapartofyou,apartthatnoteveryonewould

understand.Itdecreaseyourself-esteem,andself

confidence.Ittook allmy strength to talk to

Charmaine aboutwhathappened in thatplace,I

sometimes have nightmares seeing him in my

dreams,heinstilledfearinme,feartobewithaman,

feartohavesex.Hetookallmysoul,Iwasonlyleft

withmybody.Butbeingherelisteningtothestories

y'allsharedgavemeasourceofhopeandJoy,self

confidenceandIam happythatImanagedtotalk

aboutwhat'sbeenbotheringmeforyears.MyName

isChelseaAndIam arapevictim.



She'sstrongtokeepthisforyears,andIseeherface

islighter.Iguessshe'sfreenow.She'sabeautiful

massandshe'sstrong.

Charmaine:ThankyouChelseaforsharingwithus.I

willjustsayafew wordsthenwewillclose,Iam

releasingyouearlytoday.Iwanttotellyouthat,

neveraskGod on some"whyme?Whydid this

happentomebutnotanyone"Youknow Godisa

Godthatknewusbeforewewereborn.Hehadplans

foreachandeveryoneofyouhere,Hewasthere

whenyouwereraped,he'shereevennow thatyou

havesurvivedtherape.He'stheGodofprovision,

youguysmaynotknowwhatgreaterthingsthatare

cominginyourwayorhavecometoyou.Y'allare

strongandbravewomen.Thistooshallpassand

youwillallrejoicewhenGodRevealshimselfinto

yourlives.Hewillthingsthatwillamazeyouall,and

you willwonderwhathave you to deserve such

sufficientGrace,itwillcomeintoyourheadsthat

you'vepersevered,beenthroughstorms,trialsand

tribulationsbutyetyouarestillstanding.That'swhy

there'sblessingandGoodnessuponyourlives.Heis



God thatwillneverforgetyou.He willgive you

strengthwhenyoufailintheroad,hewillbeyourguy

hewillholdyoutillyourfinishline.Thismaybethe

startwhereyouarecryingbutbythetimetherace

endyouwillberejoicing.

Ilookedatthuswomaninfrontofme,Charmaine

hasalotofwisdom.She'ssurelybeenthroughalot,

andGodhasprovenhimselfinherlife.Ishallcarry

hermessagetillmyjourneyinlifeends.

Charmaine:Iwouldmam'sandratoprayforusaswe

closeToday'sSession.

Mam'sandraistheelderhere,she'sold and she

hasn'tshareherstoryyet.She'samarriedwoman.

Mam'sandra:let'sbowourheadsandcloseoureyes.

Wedojustthat.

Mam'sandra:Heavenly Father,we thank you for

giving us this day,we thank you forthis lovely

session.FatherIpraythatyou giveusforgiving

hearts,so thatwe mayforgive those who have

wrongedussothatwecancarryonwithlifewithany

Babbage.Weprayforstrengthandprosperityinour



life.Andweprayforhopeandfaithinyou,Iprayin

thenameoftheson,thefatherandtheHolyspirit

Amen.

Us:Amen.

Wehuggedeachother,Iwenttohavemy2muffins

fortheroad.Thisisstillalongday

Azole:whenyoudrunk,you'llvomitthesemuffins..

Me:EeeuwwsismarnAzole!

Azole:I'm justtellingyouthetruth.

Me:I'm notaheavyDrinker,sochill.I'llonlyhave3

Glassesofcocktail.

Azole:wewillseeaboutthat,justslowdownonthe

muffins.

Ilaughed,mxxm thisone,Ionlyateonemuffin

becauseofAzole.

IshakemyHeadasweheadtotheUberthatAzole

request.Shehasaweekendbaginherhand,sowe

aregoingstraighttoGigi'sApartment.

SEVEN



WejustarrivedatGigi'sFlat.AzolepaidtheUber

driver.

Me:LetmecallYothando,andletherknow weare

here!

Yothando:whereareyouguys?

Me:infrontoftheGate,theSecuritycardofthis

complexjusttolduswemusthaveaFlatnumberso

thathecancallandconfirm..

Yothando:It'sFlatNo.28.

Me:okaysure.

Me:Uhm sirit'sFlatNo.28..

Security:okayletmecallandConfirm.

Hecalled,andconfirmed,heopenedthegatewe

made ourwayfollowing him to FlatNo.28,this

compoundishuge,ithasniceabigflats.

WefinallyreachedGigi'sflat,it'sinthe2ndFloor.

Azole:Iwasfreezingoutside,andthissecuritywas

givingusAttitude.



Gigi:itsforsafetypurpose.Wecan'tleteveryonein,

let'syoutwocametomurderme,youwouldn'thave

succeeded.

Azole:yeahyeahyeah!

Welaughedat.

Ifinallycatched a glimpsed ofthem,theywere

lookingpretty.

Me:AdressYothandointhisweather?

Azole:What'swrongwiththat?CozIam wearinga

dresstoo.

Yothando:it'sRainingnotcold,it'swarm andwewill

bewarm oncewehavesomealcoholinoursystem.

Me:Yhoo,Idon'thaveasay!GigiwherecanIgeta

quickshower?

Azole:Youdon'tneedtotakeashowerunlessyou

didn'tbathtoday.

Me:Ibathed,it's justthatIfeellike taking a

3minutesshower.

Azole:Dothat,Gigiwillbedoingmymakeupsolong.



Itookashower,ittooklongerthanexpectedthe

warm waterdidn'tdoanyjusticetome.

Azole:thattookyouawhole20minutes.

Me:Youlie..

IworemyJeans,Whitelinenblousewithmydenim

jacket.

Azole:pleaseremovethejacketitdoesn'tgowell

withyouroutfit.

Arggazole.

Gigiapplied makeup on me,and Ilooked very

beautiful.

Azole:Gigididyouhavetomakeherthisbeautiful?

Me:Therewasnoneedsana!

Yothando:pleasegiveachancetoo.

Welaughed,mygirlswereslayingItheirdressesand

thighboots.GigiandIwereinourjeansandblouses.

I'm scaredifbeingsick,Ijustcan'tgetsicknot

becauseofClubbingnevernotEver.



WerequestedanUberbecausenoonewantedto

Drive,andIdon'tknow how todrive.Ishouldtake

lessonsthough.

WearrivedatCubunainGreenpointCapeTown.

Itwaspacked,sopeoplegototheGrooveEvenifit's

raining!Smh!.

I'vedrankbeforebutI'veneverbeeninacrowded

place.

"Azole"we allturned itwas some guy.He's a

bartender

Azole:HeyYou!..

ShesmiledIknew shedoesn'tremembertheGuy's

name!

Bartender:it'sbeenalongtimewithoutseeingyou.

Azole:EishI'm busybra,withwork.

Bartender:yeah,I'm sureyou'realwaysinandoutif

courtfightingcriminals.You'reonebeautifulLawyer.

WealllookedatAzole,andshefocusedontheGuy.

Azole:Yeah,istheVIPfull?Wearrivedlate.



Bartenderyou'reluckythere'sa tablefree,some

ladiesjustleft.

Azole:ThankGod,Icouldn'tCopebeingInGeneral,

eventhoughit'slittherebutIjustcouldn't.

Bartender:it'sobviouslyyourluckyday.

Azole:canwehavesomeshortssothatwecankick

start.

Bartender:sho.

Wedowned4shortseach.

ThenthebartenderleadustothetableintheVIPare,

wefeltsoimportantbecauseifourmisshotshort

LawyerAzole!

Wesettlesinthetable,whiletheotherguycame

with4bottlesofVeuveClicquotchampagne.And4

YoghurtPunchCocktails.

Azole:TomissPsychologist!

Me:ReallyAzole?

Gigi:ToNahiko

Yothando:That'sbetter



Azole:Fakefriends.

Wealllaughedather.

Azole:TotheMostbeautifulGirl.MyBestieNahiko.

Yothando&Gigi:ToNahiko.

Me:tome.

WeclickedourglassesoftheCocktail.Thiscocktail

issonice,butthevodkaistoostrong.

Wedrank,Iwasquiteenjoyingmyself.Ievenforgot

thatIsaidIwilldrink3cocktailsandcallitout.

Azole:AreyouenjoyingbestFriend?

Me:Yesma'am.

Wewerealltipsy,weweregettingthereandwewere

now drinking ourchampagne,these ladies are

makingmefeelspecialandIloveit'slikeitismy

birthday.

Yothando:Ineedmymanrightnow!

Me:YouhaveaBoyfriendYothando?

Iwas shocked,we Stayin the same house,we



practicallydoeverythingtogether.HowcomeIdon't

knowaboutherboyfriend?

Yothando:yeahIdo,Ijustdidn'twannarubitout

yourface.Imeanyou'vebeenthroughalotwithman,

Ijustcouldn'tbringituponmyselftotellyouabout

him.I'm sorryCousin.

Me:It'sOkaylove.

Idon'twantustotalkaboutithere.Imeanwearein

theclub,butwewillsurelytalkaboutitwhenweare

athome..

Azole:OHMYGOD!Nahiko,Girls.

Us:What?.

Azole:okayy'alldon'tlookatthesametime,inthe

VVIP lefttablethathandsomeguywhowaswith

MlungisiMonday.

Myheartskippedabit,Ilookedup.Lookingforhim.

Hiseyesmetmine.Thatstaringcontestagain.

Iquicklyremovedmygazeathim.Icouldn'tlookat

him today..

Yothando:Gigicouldn'teventalkthatdaywhenshe



saw him. She was dumbstruck. He's really

handsomeshame.

Gigi:It'slikehe'slivinginhisownworld.Hehadno

mercyinus.

Welaughed.

Azole:Nahikoyouseem tobetakenbyhim more!

Me:wellhe'shandsome.

Iblurtedout

Theypoppedtheireyesatmyface.

Azole:Saywhat?

Me:He'sHandsome.

Yothando:hayiyiFilm.[Noit'saFilm]

Gigi:Iam Shooketh.

Welaughed.

Me:I'm comingguys,I'm goingtothebathroom

Azole:Subaleka.[Don'trunaway]

Ilaughed thenstood up.Imademywayto the

bathroom,thereweretwo ladiesin thelineso I



waitedpushingconversationasifweknew each

other.Alcoholis kicking in everyone.It's 2am.I

finallymademywayinsidethetoilet,Ididmydeed.

ThenWenttowashmyhandsandFixMyBraids.

"YhoondinxilileNgoku"[yhoI'm DrunkNow].Isaid

thattomyselflookinginthemirror.Ilaughed.

Iwentout,ItightgrabonmyhandshocksmeI

quicklylook I've collided with the wall,itwasn't

painfulithappenedsofast.

"Hey"ohhGosh,it'sthehandsomeguy.

Me:Hi.

Ismile,Idon'tknowwhyIam smiling.

Handsome:Youlookbeautiful.

Me:Thanks,you'rehandsometoo.

Ilookdownaftersayingthat,helaughs,thatmanly

laughofhis.

Handsome:I'm Bulumnko,soprettyLadycanIget

yourname?

Me:Nahiko,I'm Nahiko.



Bulumnko:Nahiko,mhhthat'salovelyname.

MhhGosh,thewayhepronouncedmyname.Iblush

yhowhatisthisguydoingtome.

Bulumnko:There'salotofnoisehere,sowhenare

youleavingsothatIcantakeyouhome?

Me:Wewillsee,I'm withmyfriends.

Bulumnko:YeahIknow,I'llbecheckingyousoifyou

wanttoleaveI'llbeintheVVIP.I'lltakeyouhome.

Me:Alright,Letmegotomyfriends.

Bulumnko:Alrightbeautiful.

Iwalkedawayfrom him,Iwasablushingmass.

Azole:Andthen?Wassup?

Igiggled.

Yothando:Areyouhigh?Didyouconsumedrugsin

theBathroom?

Me:What?No.ImetBulumnkoandhe'stakingus

home.

Gigi:andwhothefuckisBulumnko?



Me:Bulumnko,y'allknowhim.

Them:Nowedon't!

Me:ohyeah,youdon'tknow theNamehe'sthe

Handsomeguyweweretalkingabout.

Azole:YouJokingRight?

Ilaughed.

Yothando:Areyoubeingforreal?

Me:Yep,heaskedmewhattimewewillbeleaving

sothathecantakeushome.

Azole:Thatcallsforshots

ShecalledthebartenderhecamewithVodkaShots

andourCocktails..Wedownedtheshots.Thedrank

OurCocktails,dancingtothemusic.

Davido'sFIApumpedthespeakers.Wewentcrazy.

Wetwerked,wedanceditwasjustcrazywewere

totallymortalbynowit's4:08am.

Gigi:yhooI'm drunkasfuckrightnow,Iwon'tbeable

towalkintheseheels.Hikobabygoandcallyour

man,Idon'tknowifheleftwewillseewhatwillget



ushome,cozwedranktheUbermoney.

Azole:Haibo.

Welaughed,Ihadmoneyinmycardsincetheydidn't

allow me to pay foranything since 'they were

celebratingmyvarsityacceptance'.SoIwasgoing

topayforUber.ButImademywaytotheVVIP,I

saw him laughingwithhisfriendIjuststoodthere

lookingathim,he'ssexymarn.Henoticedmehe

stoodupandcametomydirection.Iwasshocked

thebouncersdidn'tstopme.

Bulumnko:DoyoulovetostareinGeneraloryoulike

staringatme?

Me:Ilikestaringatyou,there'sjustsomethingabout

you,Ican'tputmyfingerinit,butthere'ssomething

aboutyou,youreyes!

Helaughed.

Bulumnko:Ithinkyouaredrunk,let'sgetyouhome.

Hesaidgoodbyetohisfriends,thentookmyhand

making ourway to the girls.We arrived,Azole

couldn'tstopstaringathim



Me:Uhm Bulumnkothesearemyfriends,myBest

FriendAzole,MySisterYothandoandmySister's

bestFriendGigi.AndGirlsthisisBulumnko.

Azole:HeyHandsome.

Bulumnkolaughed.

Gigi:Hi

Yothando:hey.

Bulumnko:Helloladies,canItakey'allhomenow?

Yothando:Yesplease.

Wetookourbagsthenleft,goingtotheplacewhere

hiscarisparkedat.Itwasn'tthatfar,butwewalked

forlike3minutes.

HewasdrivingawhiteAudiRS7.

Heopenedthedoorsthecarwasclean,theleather

chairs.Thisisadream car.

Wegotinsidethecar,Igotintothepassengerseat.

Thiscarissocomfortable.

Helooksatmeanddrives.Igavehim Gigi'sAddress.

HedroveinafastspeedbutitfeltasifIwasfloating



Idon'tknowwhetherI'm drunkornot.Butyeahthat.

Wearrivedhesmiledatme.

Me:Thankyousomuch.

TheladieswerewaitingformeattheGate.

Bulumnko:CanIgetyournumbers?

Me:Sure,061*******

Bulumnko:ThanksI'llcall.YourFriendsareshivering

it'scold.

Me:Yeahbye.

Iwentout,werantoGigi'sFlat.Noonesaidanything

toanyoneweweretoodrunk.Isleptonthebedwith

Gigi,whileAzoleandYothandosleptontheCouch.

ThiswasthebestnightEver!

.

It'sSundaymorning,and Ihave a motherofall

hangovers.

Azole:Myheadisspinning.

Gigi:Minetoo.



Me:Gigidoyouhaveginger?

Gigi:Yeswhy?

Me:I'm coming.

ImadetheGingerteawithlemonforus,wewereall

seatedinthelounge.

Azole:thankyouhun,Ihopethiswork.

Me:itwillworkbabes.

WedranktheTea,noonewassayinganythingto

anyone.

Idon'tknow how wefellasleepagain.ButIwas

wokenupbymyringingcellphone.

Me:Hello.

"BabywhenareyoucominghomewithYothando

andacar?Ihadtotakeataxitochurch"

Itwasmymother.

Me:I'm sorrymom,wetotallyforgotbutwewillbe

backlater.

Mom:AlrightIloveyou.Besafe.



Me:Iloveyoutoomom.Bye.

Idroppedthecall.Theseidiotswokeup,andIwas

makingalatelunch.Itwas3pm.

Me:Wakeywakey.

ImadeburgerswithChips

Azole:itsmellssogood

Me:Ittastewaytoogood.

Gigiand Yothando joined Azoleinthebathroom,

theywentwashtheirfaceandmouth.Theycameto

eat.

Azole:GuyswasIdreamingorreallydrunkwhenI

sawthathandsomeguytakingushome.

Gigi:Youwerenotdreamingordrunkatall.Hetook

ushome.Hiscarguysyho!

Azole:Somyfriendhe'syours?

Sheaskedalreadysquirming.

Me:What?No.BulumnkoandIdidn'ttalkthatmuch,

heonlyaskedmetotakeushomeandhedidthat's

all



Yothando:That'sall?Nahikoareyouokayinthe

head?Youcan'tlosethatguyyouguysmakeacute

couple.

Azole:IhatetoadmititcozI'm hurt,butYothandois

rightyoutooareaverybeautifulsighttosee.You

tookhisnumber?Noactuallyabusinesscard?

Me:Azoleargg.HetookmyNumbers

Azole:That'smybestFriendeveryone..

Sheshoutedandwelaughed.

Azole:YhoIcan'twaittobeamatronohhonour.

Yothando:UphambeneI'm thematronofhonour.

Gigi:Sincetheyarefightingforthepositionmake

metheMatronofhonour.

Ilaughed,theyarecrazyshame.

Me:Y'allarecrazywearenoteveninarelationship

Azole:MyChildIseethefuture.Iforeseeawedding.

WealllaughedAzoleiscrazyandthat'sFinal.

Wechilled,tillwehadtoleave.Iwassadtoleave



GigiandAzole.Ijustwantedtostaywiththem.But

tomorrowisanotherday.Wewillmeetatwork.

EIGHT

Arrivingathome,mom andtheKidswerechillingin

thelounge.

Mom:Finally,you'rebackhome.

Yothando:Youdidn'thavetobeworried.

Mom:it'snotsafeoutthereYothando,you'reboth

Girls.Youthink itsafefory'alltoparadeoutthere?

GirlsgetTrafficked,andyou'reDrivingYoucanget

hijacked.Iam amotherI'm boundtobeworried,no

matterhowoldyouare!

Igetherpoint,shedoesn'twanthistorytorepeat

itself.AndI'm gladthatsheactuallycares.

Me:WeAresorrymom,nexttimewegooutwewill

inform youofourwhereaboutseveryhour.

Isaidthathuggingherfrom behind.

Yothando:Wetrulyaresorrymommy!

Mom:Okay,okayIforgiveyou.Nahikogoandfixa



bathforthetwins,theyshouldbathandsleepit's

schooltomorrow.InthemeantimeI'llwarm upyour

food,we'vealreadyeaten.

Me:okay.

TheGeyserhavebeenfixed,now wecanhavea

properbath.IfixedthebathfortheTwins,called

them tobath.Theywillbaththemselves.

Iwenttothebathroom,YothandowasalreadyEating

Ijoinedher.Motherwenttohelpthetwins.

Me:Yothando,lastnightyousaidyouwereina

Relationship.

Ihadtoaskher,whywasshehidingsuchathingto

me.I'm hersisterforcryingout.

Yothando:Yessis,I'm inaRelationship.

Shesayslookingdown.

Me:AndWhyyouwouldhidesuchaThing?Ain'twe

sisters?

Shelookeddown,andplayedwithherfood.

Yothando:I'm sorry,lookIdidn'twannaburdenyou



withsuchstaff.Ididn'tknow how toapproachyou

with such a thing. You've never been in a

RelationshipandIdidn'twanttomakeyoufeellike

I'm shovingsuchThings.

Me:Whydidn'tyoutrymeYothando?How willyou

know how Ifeelifyoudon'ttalk?LookYothandoI

don't hate every man out there for What

Mthethowakhedid,I'llneverblameothermanforhis

Twistedself.YouhaveeveryrighttotalktomeI'm

yoursister,andeverythinghappenedalongtimea

go.Iwanttomoveonwithmylife,Idon'twantto

dwellonthepastthatmuch.Itwillalldisturbmy

healingprocess.Iwanttobefree,Iforgaveand

forgoteverythingIwanttolookforwardnow.And

seewhatlifehasinstalledforme.Soareweclear?

Yothando:I'm sorryNahiko,Ijustthoughttheworst

ofyou.AllIeverwantedwastoseeyouhappythat's

all.SoIhopeyouforgive,Iwilltalkwithyouasof

Today.Iwon'thideanythingfrom you.

Me:Iforgiveyou,sotellmewhoheis,whereishe

staying,howdoyoumeetupwithhim.Sinceyou've

beenhidinghim.Everythingmarn.



Shelaughed.

Yothando:heisLwando,he'sstayinginAthlone,he's

aHumanResourcesPessonel.WheneverI'm offIgo

and visithim,and everySaturdaywhen you go

AttendyourtherapysessionIgoovertheretomeet

him.

Me:You'reslyYothandoYhoo!

Welaughed.

Yothando:HowaboutyoumakeaGingerTeaforus,

and we take a bubble Bath together? Bonding

session!

Me:Bondingsession?That'sactuallyaGreatidea.

Thenletmegoandmakethetea.Andyoufixthe

Bubblebathforus.

Yothando:Soundslikeaplan.

AfterourbondingsessionwithYothando,Iwentto

myroom.Wedidn'tsleeplastnight,soI'm tiredand

I'm workingInthemorning.

IwenttomybedIprayedandslept.

.



MyPhoneisvibratingundermypillow,IthoughtI

switcheditoff.

OnlyAzolewhocallsintheWeehours.

Me:What?.

Myeyesarestillclosed,I'm stillsleepy.

"Isthathowweanswerourphone,it'sRudebeautiful

Lady"

Ishootmyeyesopen.Icheckthescreen,it'san

unknownnumber.

Me:Hello?

"It'smeBulumnko"

Me:Ohhi,heyI'm sorryyouwokemeup!

Bulumnko:It'sokay,I'm sureyouwerehavingyour

beautysleep.Tolookmorebeautifulasyouare..

OhmyGoshthisguywhatishedoingtomeI'm

blushinglikecrazy.

Me:noit'snotlikethatI'm workingsoIhavetowake

upat5am.



Bulumnko:Okay,Iwillletyougetyoursleepifyou

allowmetotakeyouout,foraLunch.

Me:I'm sorrybutIcan't,mylunchusonly45minutes.

SoIwon'tbeabletogooutforLunchwithyou.

Bulumnko:Let'sjustsayyouwillworkhalfaday

today.Then we willspend the restofthe day

together.

Me:ListenBulumnko,youmayhavealotofmoney,

butnotme.Ineedmoney.AndIcan'thaveahalfday.

Idroppedthecall,switcheditoffandputtediton

charger.

.

Yothandowokemeup,Istillfeellikesleepingbut

JobyiJob.IwenttotheBathroom thetwinswere

finishingup,I'm sureYothandoandIwillbelate

today.

Ibathed,andworemyjeansandboots,andaJacket.

Ilovewinterbutgoingoutinthiscoldactuallysets

meoff.

Yothando:Youlooktired.



Me:Ifeeltired,Istillneedtosleep.

Mymom isstillonleave,soYothandoisdrivingus

towork.

Idon'tknowknowwhethertotellheraboutthecallI

hadintheearlymorning.AndIsoundedRudetohim,

Ididn'tmeanto.IwasjustsleepyandIwantedto

sleep.I'llcallhim andApologize.

Yothando:Nahiko!!

Me:mhh,what?

Yothando:What'swrong?I'vebeencallingyoufora

longTime.I'm talkingalonewhatiswrong?

Me:It'snothing,I'm justtired.

Yothando:Nosecretsremember?

Me:Okay.Bulumnkocalled!

Yothando:wow really?That'sgreatwhatdid you

guystalkabout?

Me:Hewanted to takemeoutforLunch,butI

declined.

Yothando:what!Areyoucrazy?



Me:Yothandoyouknowourlunchisonly45minutes

andit'snotthatmuch,I'm surebythetimewearrive

atwhereverweweregoingtoeatmylunchtime

wouldbeover.SoIdeclined.

Yothando:Yhuu,hayiumuncumarnNahikoudom

qhaYho![Noyou'redumb,you'rejustDumbNahiko]

Ilaughedather,shewasserious.ShehasDrama

ThisOne.JustlikeIwon'theartheendofitfrom

Azole.

Yothando:It'snotFunnyYaziNahiko,nahit'snot.I

wouldneverdeclinealunchdatewithaGuylike

Bulumnkonever!He'sallaGirlneed.Yhoo!

Sheclappedherhandsandlookedatme,givingme

the"Idon'tknowwhattodowithyou"typalook.

Me:MaybewecanrescheduleitforSaturday,Idon't

knowI'llaskandcheckonhim.

Yothando:Azole,GigiandIneedto educateyou

about Man and Relationships.Yhoo no You're

disappointingmerightnow,areyousureyou'remy

cousin?



Ilaughed,sheistakingthistoofar.

Yothando:YouknowI'm hurt!

Ilaughedevenmore,she'sreallyaDramaQueen.

Ican'twaittogettoworksothatIcanhearwhat

Azolehastosayaboutthis,cozIknowYothandowill

notbeabletocloseherbigmouth.ShewilltellAzole

andGigieverythingandtheywillgivemeamouthful

justlikedearestcousinnexttome.

Me:Yothandocanyoudrivefast,I'm hungry.Ididn't

eat,Ijustwannabuycroissantsandsomecoffeeat

theCafeOppositetheoffice..

Wearrivedatwork,beforeshegoandparkatthe

parkinglot,Itookmywalletandjumpedandwentto

thecafeoppositeourbuilding.Iboughtcoffee,4

cupscozIknowthethreewillalsowantthecoffee.

IalsoboughtCroissants,I'm hungry.AndthankGod

wehave35minutestosparethetrafficwasn'tthat

muchtoday..

"Shedidwhat?"asksAzole.Weareseatedinthe

Canteendrinkingcoffee,andI'm theonlyoneeating.



Yothando:ShedeclinedalunchdatewithBulumnko.

Azole:HaveIoncetoldyouthatIloveyouortoldyou

you'remyBestfriend?

Ilookedatherconfused,andnodded.

Me:YeahIcountlesstimes

Azole:IwasJokingsweetiepie,InfactIwaslying.

Shedrankhercoffee..Ohnoshecan'tbeserious.

Me:Areyoubeingserious?

Azole:More than Ever,MyLove,MyBestfriend

would neverDeclineaDatewith thatHandsome

man.Umuncu?[Areyoudumb?]

Godcanthis12minutesthatleftend.Actuallythis

daycozshe'smyworkingpartnershewillpestme

allday.

Me:y'alldon'tunderstand..

Gigi:thenmakeusunderstand!YouknowNahikoI'm

alwaysonyourside,butnotnow nottoday!You're

goingtocallBulumnkoandtellhim thatheshould

behereby12pm notanyminutelaterthanthat.You



canevengototheKFCdowntheroad.There'sno

needforhim totakeyoutoafancyplace.Atleast

notduringtheweek!

Azole:AndIagreewithyouGigi,Ifshedoesn'tdo

thatI'm cuttingallmytieswithher.

Haibo!Shecan'tbeserious.Noshe'snotserious.

Igavehermysadlook.

Azole:YoucanevenlookatmelikethatIdon'tcare.

YouwilldowhatGigitoldyou,it'snotmuchofabig

thing,trythisonce!LivealittleNahiko.Ifyoudon't

doitthenihavenootherchoice..

Sheshruggedhershoulders,IwashurtIwantedto

cry!She stood up and leftme with Gigiand

Yothando..

Yothando:shelovesyou,shewantswhat'sbestfor

you.Shewantsyoutobehappy.

Gigi:AndthisiscalledtoughLove.

Theystoodupandkissesbothmycheeksandleft.

Whatwasthatallabout?A man?wow!WhatifI

don'twantto be with a man.Why don'tthey



understand myproblem.Whatistheirproblem I

don'tknow.Theyjustcan'tforcemeintothis,Idon't

knowbutI'm hurt.YeahIknowtheymeantwellbut

doIreallywanttodothis?ButBulumnkohiseyes!

Iswitchedmyphoneon,afterlightingmessages

indicatingvoicemessagesfrom Bulumnko,Ididn't

wanttohearthem.

"I'm sorryifthatcameoutwrong,Ijustwantedto

spendtimewithyou"

"Canyoupleaseansweryourphonethen,I'llonlytalk

andyouwilllisten"

"I'm sorryifIsaid something wrong and outof

charactermayyoupleaseforgive"

"Ireallywannaseeyoutomorrow"

"MorningBeautiful,haveanicedayatwork.Stay

beautiful.

LoveBulumnkoxxx"

IsmileasIreadhistexts.Igotothelocker,Azoleis

nowheretobeseen.Ichangeintomyuniform,then

makeittotheBoardroom.Weareservingtea/coffee



today.And there's a meeting.We only serve

tea/coffee when there's a meeting. Just to

accommodatethem.

Azole is already there she's giving me silent

treatment,she'snotevensmilingatme.Thishurts,I

justwanttolaugh.Couldn'tshebedramaticjustlike

How Yothandoreacted.Iwould'velaughedather.I

don'tknowthisAzole.She'snoteven

Thishasbeentheemostlongest4 hours,Azole

hasn'tsaidanywordtome.I'm hurtIdon'twannalie

andIdon'tevenknowwhattosaytohertomakeher

feel.Butshewillcomearound,shecan'tgetmadat

methatlong,Iknowthatforsure.

Theretheyareseatedinthecanteen,I'm dreadingto

gotothem.

"Nahiko"Iturn,IseeJane.wowIthoughtsheretired

it'sbeenaminute.

Iwalkedtoher.

Me:HeyJane.

Jane:Heynahiko.Howareyou?



Me:I'm goodthanks,andyourself?

Jane:I'm goodtoo.SomeoneaskedmetoGivelet

yourightafterlunch.

Me:huh?

Jane:someLadycalled meearlier,saying you're

beinginvitedtohavelunchwithherBoss.

Me:Boss?Lunch?I'm notfollowingYouJane

Beforesheanswers,myphoneringsit'sBulumnko.

Jane:Answerthephone.

Me:Nahit'snotimportant,youweresaying?

Jane:maybethephonecallisimportant.

Ilookedatherthenansweredthecall.

Me:HeyBulumnko.

Bulumnko:Hey Beautiful,by now I'm sure your

supervisortoldyouthatIaskedfortherestiftheday

withyou.

Me:Soyou'rethefemalethatCalled?

Bulumnko:I'm aManBeautiful,andIt'smyPAwho



called.

Me:mhh.

Bulumnko:I'llbethereat1pm tofetchyou.Wehave

from 1pm till5pm.That'sallIneedtogettoknow

you!

Me:ohokay,I'llseeyouthen.

Idroppedthecall.

IlookedatJane,shesmiled.

Jane:Iguessyou'vegotyourAnswernow?

Me:Yes!Somysalarywon'tbeaffectedbythis?I

cancancelifitwill.

Jane:Nodon'tworry,yourSalarywillremainthe

same.

Me:Ohwellthankyou.

Jane:Alright,haveagooddaythennahiko.

Me:Thankyou,youtoo!

Sheturnedandleft.Ilookedatmyfriendstheywill

behappytoheartheseNews.TheyarejustFullof



Drama.

DramaQueens,lol..

Tonewbeginnings!.

NINE

Imakemywaytowheremyfriendsareseated.I

takeasitnexttoYothandoandoppositeAzole.

Shedoesn'tdaretoevenlookatme.Shehasdrama,

toomuchdrama.Actuallyallofthem.

Iseat,IdrinktheCokethatIboughtjustnow.

Nooneissayinganything,okayIguessI'llhaveto

breaktheice.

Me:soooooo!

GigiAndYothandogivealook,thenbackattheir

sandwiches,andmydearestbestfriendisnoteven

lookingatme.IwanttolaughbutIcan't,shewillbe

moredramatic.

Me:I'm goingoutforlunch.



Theyallshoottheireyesatme,IcanseeAzole

wantstoask,she'snowfocusedonme.

Itakeasipthenlookatthem.

Azole:soyouwantustoaskwhoyouwillbegoing

outwith?

Sheask,arggI'm goingtoannoyherfirst.

Me:Nowyouwannatalk?

Azole:mxxm sadiki.[You'resoannoying]

Ilaughed.

Theyarenotlaughing.OkayIhavetobeseriousnow

beforetheyleavemeallalonehere.

Me:Somylovies,I'm goingoutforalunchwith

Bulumnko.I'llspendtherestofthedaywithhim,he

willtakemehomeafterwards.

Them:Sayyou'relying!.

Iwanttolaughbuttheychopmyheardoff.

Me:PityI'm not!

Isaidthattakingasiponmycoke!Theyscream in



excitement.Iguessthecanteenregularsareusedto

thesescreams.Cozwealwaysscream andlaughall

thetime.

Azole:That'smyBestFriendeverybody!

Sheshoutspointingatme.

Azole:DidItellyouIloveyoutoday?

IshakemyheadNo.

Azole:wellIloveyou!

Me:Iloveyoutoo.

Wehug.

Azole:LookI'm sorryfornottalking to you,but

Nahiko youhaveto learnhow lifeoperates.Yes

Bulumnkoisaskingyouout,hecanbetheguythat

youwantortheguythatyoudon'twant.Youwill

neverknowthatifyoudon'tspendtimewithhim.We

arenotforcingyoutoDate,wewantyoutobehappy

forgetaboutthepastandtrytomoveonwithlife.If

yougethurt,Heartbreaks.It'sallpartoflife,we've

beentheredonethatandwedustedourselvesand

hereweare!IfBulumnkoisnottheguyforyou,you



moveonthenextonetillyoufindtheonethatyour

heartyearns for.Use this is an experience,and

everythingshallfallintoplace.

She'sright,thisiswhatItalkedwithYothandolast

night.

Yothando:And this is whatyou said lastnight,

You'veforgottenaboutpastand you'rewilling to

moveonandcarryonwithyourlife.Thisisastartke

mylove.

Me:Thankyouguys.

Azole:Soreally,reallymyfriendyou'regoingout

withthatcrispyhandsomeman?Ican'tgetthatout

ofmymind!

Ilaughedatherstupidity.

Azole:Beyourselfthere,don'ttrytobesomebody

elsejustbeyouandenjoyyourdate.

Gigi:AndifWaitressesareoveryourman,Kisshim!

Azole:Yeah,kisshim.Holdhim markyourterritory

alreadysothatyouwon'thaveaproblem infuture.

AsIsaidIforeseeawedding,whereI'm thematron



ofhonour!

Welaughed.

Me:Buty'allareextremehow canIkisssomeone

whoisnotevenmyboyfriend.

Yothando:okay,okayjustmakesurethewaitresses

staybackandareonlyserving.

Azole:makeitclear.

Ilaughedtheyarejustcrazy!

Azole:GoandchangethisGrandmauniform into

yourbeautifulclothes.Youlookedgoodinthem,I

wantedtotellyoubutIwaspractisingmymood

swingsatyou.

Me:andIdidn'tknowyouhaditinyoutogetangry

atme!

Azole:Thisisthestartmyfriend,justtrymeandyou

willsee.

Ilaughed.

Me:Noways,Idon'twanttobeinyourbadbooks

again.Never,I'm notdoingthatshame!



Gigi:okaybabe girlwe have to go backto our

workingplaces,someofusdon'thavedates!.

Ilaughed.

Yothando:Goodbye..

Theyleft,IwasonlyleftwithAzole.

Azole:AreYouhappy?

Me:Iam happy,buyWhatifBulumnkoisnotaGuy

forme,whatdoIdo?

Azole:Iwantyoutorelaxwhenyou'rewithhim,don't

letsuchthoughtscrowdyourmind.Justtrytoenjoy

yourday.Idon'tknowwhathappenedinthepastbut

don'tletitruinyourfuture.

Yeahshedoesn'tknow indetailsonwhathappen,

butsheknowIwasraped.

Wewereinthelockersnow,IWaschanging.

Me:Whatifhewantstotakemetohishouse?

Azole:Agree,don'tholdback.Ifhetriesanything

funny.Wehavethisforthat.

Shehandsmeaspraygun.



Me:Doyoucarrythiswithyoueveryday?

Azole:Yesmylove,Ileaveveryearlytothetaxirank

sowhateverhappensIhavemyspraywithme.

Itookit,andputteditinsidemyback.

Me:I'lltellYothando,todropyouoff.

Azole:I'm abiggirl,Iwilltakeataxi

Me:Iinsist.

Azole:Okayfine,enjoymylove.Beyouokay.

Me:Okay.

JustrightthenBulumnkocalled.

IlookedatAzole,shewassmiling.

Me:Hey.

Bulumnko:Hibeautiful,I'm waitingforyouatthe

Receptiondesk.

Me:OkayI'm coming.

Idroppedthecall,andlookatMybestfriend.

Me:Thisisit.



Azole:Yeah,letmegetbacktowork.YhoI'llwork

Alone,yadika.EnjoyloveILoveYou!

Me:Thanks,Iloveyoutoo.

Imakemywayout,thereheistalkingwithYothando

andGigi.

He'swearingblackjeans,BlackFittedturtleneck

andaBrowncoat.MatchingwithBrownTimberland.

He'slookinghandsome.HehasRedRoseswithhim.

Heturnedandsmilelookingatme,likeI'm theonly

thingthatmatterstohim.

Me:Hey.

Bulumnko:Hi,youlookbeautiful.

IsmilenoscratchthatI'm blushing.ThankGodI'm

darkskinned.

Me:Thanks.

Bulumnko:Ohtheseareforyou.

Hehandsmetheflowers

Me:Thankyousomuch!



Ilookathim.Hesmiles,hisdimple.ThisManwillbe

theDeathofme.

Bulumnko:shallwe?

Heasktakinghishandout.

Iplacemyhandontopofhis.

Me:Yes.

Bulumnko:ByeLadies.

HesaidthatlookingatYothandoandGigi,Itotally

forgottheywerehere!

Yothando:Bye,andIfyouvalueyourlifeyouwould

doasIsaid.

Bulumnko:I'm stillyoungtodie,sosurelyI'lltake

careofher.

Yothando:Goodthenbye.

Us:Bye.

Wewalkedtowherehe'scarisparked,it'sdrizzling

outside.Thewindistoomuch,it'scold.

Heopenedthedoorforme,andclosedit.Hewentto



hisside.Helookedatmethensmiled.

Bulumnko:Do you know how beautifulyou Are?

You'reararekind.

He said looking atme In the eye.Ilook down

blushing.

Me:IknowI'm beautiful,butIdon'tknowaboutthe

rarekind.

Bulumnko:I'm tellingyou,you'reararekind.

Ismilelookingathim.

Bulumnko:Ihopeyoudon'tmindifwearegoingto

myplace,I'llcookforyou!

Itensedupabit,andhenoticed.

Bulumnko:Relaxifyoudon'twantto,wecabgotoa

RestaurantIdon'tmind.

Me:Noit'sjustthat,uhm.

Bulumnko:Iwon'tdoanythingthatwillmakeyou

feeluncomfortable,trustmeplease.

Ilookathim thennod.



Bulumnko:Somyplace?

Me:Yeah.

Hesmiledatme.Hestartsthecaranddriveoff.

Me:Didyousayyouwillcook?

Helaughed

Bulumnko:YeahI'llCook!

Me:ShouldIdownloadUberEatsapp?SothatI

won'thaveproblems.

Bulumnko:AreyoutryingtosaythatIcan'tCook?

Me:What!No,you'reputtingwordsinmymouthyou

know.

Bulumnko:I'llsurpriseyou,you'llsee.

Helaughed,Ijoinedhim.

Therestoftheroad,welisteningtojazzmusic.It's

soothing,hekeepsonstealingglancesatmeand

smile.Can'thenotsmile,he'stoohandsomewhen

hedoes.

Wedriveinsuchbeautifulhouses,thoseyouseeon



Topbilling,themagazinetypesofhouse.I'venever

been,seen,heardaboutthisplace.Isaw theGreen

boardwrittenPlattekloof.hayI'veneverheard.

HetakesoutaRemoteinthedashboardandpressa

buttonthereagateofthisbighouseopensandhe

drivein,I'm inawe.Iquicklyclosemymouth.This

houseisthehouseIusedtodream ofwhenIwas

youngplaying"homechoice/Myhouse".

Heopensadoorforme,there'sraindroplets,it's

abouttorain.Wemakeawayinsidethehouse,Gosh

theinterior.Black,GreywithatouchofRedandwhite.

It'sagreatcombination,thisisdream.

Someonepleasepinchme.

Me:Ouch!

Bulumnko:yousaidsomeonepinchyouandIdid

nowwhat'swrong.HelaughedandIsulked.

Bulumnko:Lookatyou,you'resocutewhenyou're

sulking.Canyousulkallday.Idon'tmindlookingat

yourcuteface.

Me:mxxm.



Ilaughed,hejoinedhe'ssuchabreathoffreshair.

Bulumnko:Relaxandmakeyourselfcomfortable.

HesaidthattakingaRemotethatisontheglass

Andpressedsomethingthing,anditbecomeswarm

here.Isettleonthecouch.

Bulumnko:I'm coming.

Hegoesupthestairs. Myphonebeeps."You've

beenaddedonaWhatsAppgroup"Ilaughed,Azole

createdaWhatsAppgroup.

"Haveyouarrived?"Yothando

"Whereareyouguysat?"Azole.

Itakepicturesofthehouseandsendthem tothe

grouptellingthem I'm athisplace.Yhotheycan't

stopgushingaboutthishouse.

"OMG,Ican'twaitto visityou atyourplace.Or

having a housepartyorengagementpartythere

yhoo,I'm havingExcitosis"Ilaughreallyhard,God

whydidyoumakesuchachild.

"AndithurtsmethatI'm nottheonemakingyou

laughthismuch"Ilookathim,he'schangedinto



sweatpantsandasweaterplussocksnoshoes.

Me:It'smyfriends..

Bulumnko:Missingyoualready?

Me:Kindof.

Bulumnko:let'sgototheKitchen,andyou'llwatch

yourchefwhilstmakingfood.

Me:ChefmyleftparalysedFoot!

Helaughedthrowinghisheadback,thatmanlylaugh

ofhis.

Bulumnko:Can'twaittoseeyourfacewhenyou

tastemyfood.

Me:Yeahwhatever!

Helaughsandtakemyhandtothekitchen,wowthe

kitchenisbeautifulallwhitewithatouchofgrey.

Me:Youhaveabeautifulhouse.

Bulumnko:Notmorethanyouthough.

Me:Arggstopbeingcheesy!

Helaughs.



Bulumnko:Aw kodwaNtombenhleungenzani![But

beautifulladywhatareyoudoingtome]

IsheZulu?Butthat'snotthequestion,thequestion

iswhymyunderweariswet?

Ilookathim andsmile.

Bulumnko:Juice,water,FizzyDrink,Tea,Coffee or

Wine?

Me:CoffeePlease

Bulumnko:Comingrightnow.

Hemakesmecoffee,andhetakesoutaCastlelite

forhim.Hetakesoutsomereadmeatandveggies.

Hechops,hemakesfoodwhilewearetalking.It

smellsdivine,heseemstoknowhisbusiness.He's

sosexyGuys,y'allshouldseehim.Istealafew

picturesandvideoswhilehe'snotlooking,ifever

thingsdon'tworkoutforthetwoofuseIwouldhave

thesepicturesasareminderofsomethinggreatthat

haseverhappenedtome.

Hefinishesfinally.

Bulumnko:should we eatIn the dining table or



lounge

Me:Loungeplease.

Bulumnko:Thencomeandhelpmema'am.

Ihelphim takethejuiceandglasses.Hetakesthe

plates.Wereachthelounge,hesettledownandI

takeaseatrightnexttohim.

He Cooked beefstew and some veggies with a

mash.

Me:thislookappetising,let'stasteandsee.

Hechuckles.

Bulumnko:Stilldon'ttrustmycookingskills?

Ishrugged..Itookaspoonandate..

OhmyGosh.

Me:mhh

Imoanasthisfoodtastesgood.

Me:Thisisgood..

Helookedatmewithacockysmile.

Bulumnko:areyoustilltalkingma'am.



Iignoredhim andatemyfood.

Me:You'redisturbingme,justeatyourfood.

Helaughsatmeandstartseating.

Me:Thatwasmouthwatering.Thankyou.

Bulumnko:You're welcome.Neverunderestimate

meokay.

Me:Iwillnever.

Hetookthedishestothekitchen,hedidn'twantme

towashthedishes.HerefusedhesaidIwon'tdo

anythingnottoday.Hecamebackwithicecream

andsomeBerries.

Bulumnko:dessert?

Me:Areyoutryingtogetmefat?

Bulumnko:Ifthatwillmakeyourassfatteryes!

Me:Bulumnko!

Iplayfullyhithim.Helaughsatme.

Bulumnko:Ididn'tknowyou'reaBully,youwouldn't

behereifIknew.



Ilaughed.

He stood up and wentupstairs,he came back

carryingafleeceBlanket..Hesatnexttome

Bulumnko:sowho'sNahiko?Tellmeaboutyou.

Hesaidtakingaspoonofanicecream.

Me:Iam NahikoMsomi,23yearold.Iwasbornand

bredhereincapetown.MyFatherpassedaway

whenIwas5yearsold.Istayedwithmymother,at

the age of13 Ihad to leave and staywith my

GrandmotherinEasternCape.WhereIfinishedmy

matric and studied Psychology atWalterSisulu

University,whenIwasdoingmy3rdyearIhadto

dropoutandtakecareofmysickGrandmother,I

owedherthat.SherecentlyPassedaway.4months

back,Ihadtocomebackhere.IappliedatUniversity

ofCapeTowntocontinuewithmystudies.Ifinda

jobsinceIcouldn'tstayathomeanddonothing.

AndIjustreceivedmyacceptanceletterfrom UCT,

sonextyearI'llbecontinuingwithmystudies.Oh

and Istay with my mother,my cousin Sister

Yothando you know her,and mylittlesisterand



brotherwhoareTwins.That'sallyouneedtoknow

aboutme!.

Henodhe'shead,whilelookingatme.

Bulumnko:And why would you go and stay in

Easterncapeatsuchayoungage?

Me:I'drathernottalkaboutit.

Helookedatme,andgavemeasidesmile.

Me:andwho'sBulumnko?

Bulumnko:I'm BulumnkoZithuleleMkhize,30Years

old,Iam aBusinessMan.Bothmyparentsarestill

alive,Ihave5siblingsI'm thesecondborn.Ihave2

brothers1oldand1youngerthanme.And2sisters.

I'm from LadySmithinKZNfinishedmyhighschool

there,PassedmymatricandstudiedAccountingand

BusinessstudiesatWitsinJohannesburg.Thenmy

wholefamilymovedhere,Ihadnootherchoicebut

tomovethissidetoo.ButIdohaveDurbanand

Johannesburgbranchesformybusinesses,That's

all.

Me:AreyoumayberelatedtoMlungisi?



Bulumnko:He'smybigbrother,the1stborn.

Me:mhhokay!

NowIknowwhyJaneagreedtomyhalfday.

Me:Then whyyou neverintroduced yourselfas

Zithulele?

Bulumnko:OnlyMamkhizemymother,whocallsme

that.

Me:Ilovethename,it'sbetterthanBulumnko.

Helookedatmethenlaughed.

Timepassedbysoquickly,itwasalready5pm.He

wassadthatIwasleaving,hewastheonesulking

now.Hedrovemehome.Heparkedrightinfrontof

myhome,Mom'scarwastheresurelyYothandois

home.

Me:AndthisiswhereIstay.

Hesmiled.

Bulumnko:ThenIcancomeanytimeIwanttosee

youGreat!

Hesmiled,Itooktheflowersfrom thebackseat.



Me:Thankyoufortoday,Ienjoyedmyself.You're

suchabreathoffreshair.

Bulumnko:Ienjoyedtoo,you'rejustgreat.Nowgive

meahug,beforeyourmothercomesout.

Ihuggedhim,ohmyGodhesmellssoniceIstayed

inhisembracehedidn'tletgonordidI.

Finallyheletgo,andkissedmeonmyforehead.

Bulumnko:Gowell.

Me:Drivesafely,bye.

Bulumnko:GoodbyeBeautiful.

Iwentout,andgothomeeveryonewaseating.I'm

stillFullshame,it's18:40pm.

Mymotherlookedatme.

Mother:NiceFlowers!

Ilookeddown,Ifeltlikea1yearoldcaughtstealing

sugar.

Mother:YouareoldNahiko,you'reallowedtogoout

onDatesrelax.



Ismiled.

YhooIthoughtshewasgoingtoshoutatmeor

something.

Thisisnewforme,andI'm lovingeverybitofit..

TEN

It'sMorning,I'm inhighspiritsI'm feelingIam happy.

Ijutstookabath,I'm handsonmakingfullEnglish

breakfast,Ihaveeveryrighttobehappy.

"Ihavetomeetthisman,andthankhim.Wearenot

eatingOatsforachange"Ilaughedandlookedatmy

mother.

Me:I'm alwaysLazytomakeEnglishBreakfast.

Mom:Ewe kalok nditsho,ndifuna umbulela qha,

ngobajongawonwabilewenzeneEnglishBreakfast.

[Yesthat'swhatI'm saying,Ijustwanttothankhim

becauseyou'rehappyandyou'vemadeanEnglish

Breakfast]

Ilaughed.

Me:wearenotdatingmama,itwasjustLatelunch

that'sall.



Mom:izapha Nana,iza khe sithethe.[come here,

comelet'stalk]

Iwentandsatnexttoher.

Mom:YouareoldnowNana.You'rebeautifulyou're

attheStagewhereyou'llhaveto beinaStable

Relationshipandfriendships.Wecannotchangethe

timeperiodwherewewouldgobacktoyour13year

oldselfandchangewhathapped.Iwantyoutobe

honestwiththisguyandtellhim everythingwhileit's

stillearly.Ifhelovesyouhewillloveyouregardless

ofwhathappened,hewillbewithyouBecausehe

wantstobewiththebrokenyouandhewillmend

you,weaspeoplewehaveourhiddenskeletonsnot

everyoneisasaint,andifheleavesyouafteryou

toldhim thetruthitwasnotmeanttobe,hewas

neverYours.And thatwillsave you less ofa

heartbreakandFeelingsinvested.

Ilookeddownthinkingofwhatmymotherissaying,

tearsmaketheirwaydownmycheeks.

Me:I'm scaredmama,Idon'tkbosw wheretostart

totellhim.He'sallagirlneeds,whatifheleavesme?



I'm scaredmamaI'm reallyam.

Mom:Lookbaby,ifyoudon'ttellhim nowwhenyou

decidetotellhim itwouldbetoolate.Yesyoucan

surviveRapeandthinkyou'vebecomestrong.There

aredayswhereyou'llhavenightmareswhereyou

feelscaredandinsecurebythenitwillbetoolate,

that'swhyI'm sayingifhelovesyouhewillloveyou

forwhoyouare,andwhatyouare.

Shehuggedme,Icriedinherembrace.Thisiswhat

ItalkedaboutwithCharmaine.Thisismyfearthisis

whatIam fearing,beinginaRelationshipthenIhave

totalkaboutmypastthisisscaringme.

IwenttotheBathroom whereYothandowasbathing

andIwashedmyfaceinthesink.IwoketheTwins

uptheyhavetobath.Yothandowasdonebathing

andIbathedtheTwinseventhoughSikelelagave

meathoughtimebecauseheisthemanofthe

familysoIcan'tbath.Afterbathingthem wewentto

eatbreakfast,thetimewas6am.Theirtransportwill

beherehalfpast6.YothandoandIhavetoleave.

Weateandleft,Ilovethefactthatwedon'thaveto

gotoTerminustocatchtaxis.



We drove to working listening to amaPiano and

dancing.Wearrivedatwork,justlikeGigiandAzole

werethereasalways.Azolewasbeamingasalways

lookingatourway.

ShehuggedmethenYothando.

Azole:Sobabygirl,whathappened?

Ilaughed.

Me:Youcan'tevenwaitformetoseatdownand

relaxabit.

WewenttoseatattheCanteen,that'stheonlyplace

wherewecantalkandmakenoisetheselawyers

canbeuptightsometimessowedon'twanttomake

noise.

Azole:weareseatedmyskat.So,wasthatreallyhis

house?

Me:Ijustcan'tgetthathouseoutofmymind.It's

beautiful,thecouchesaresosoftandcomfortable.

Everythingintherescreamedexpensiveyho.

Gigi:Iwouldn'twanttoleavethere,Iwouldcohabit.

Haibo!



Azole:Metoobabes,Iwouldaskhim tocomewith

metofetchmyclothes,Iwouldn'tbeabletowait

Never.

Welaughed.

Me:Lookathowsexyhewaswhenhewascooking.

Ishowedthem thevideosandpicturesItookofhim

Azole:DamnthisisaDream yho.

Yothando:Haibo,sohowwasthefood?

Me:The food was mouthwatering,he can Cook

shame.

Gigi:Iwantyourliferightnow,you'resoLucky.I'm

happyforyoubunny.

Azole:I'm happyifyou're happybestfriend.My

happinessiswhereyourhappinesslays.

Me:Thank you,and He's a Mkhize.Mlungisi's

Brother.

Azole:What?MyMlungisi?

Us:HaiboAzole.



Azole:what?He'sminemos.

Yothando:he'smarried.

Gigi:Happilymarriedwith2kids

Azole:Youweresayinghe'smyMlungisi'sBrother?

Me:Yes,he'sthesecondborn.AfterMlungisi.

Gigi:Dotheyhaveanotherbrother?

Me:Yeah,he'syoungandinVarsity.

Azole:Howyoung?

Gigi:You'reoldAzole!.

Me:myAge23.

Azoleis22,Gigiis26.She'stheeldest.

Azole:Ohyeahhe'syoung.Hemuststayinvarsity

andbeagoodboy.

Welaugh.

Gigi:Buthe'sOlderthanhowisitthathe'syoung?

Azole:MyBoyfriend'sAge must26 upwards.25

downwardstheyareveryyoungforme.



Welaughathershe'scrazythisone.

Weleftandwenttoourworkingstations.Ichanged

andworemyuniform.

MyphonerangitwasBulumnko,Ismiled.

Me:Zithulele

Hechuckled.

Bulumnko:Reallynow?ButIlovehowmynamerolls

outofyourtongue so I'llletyou callme that.

Nonetheless,didyousleepwell?

Me:YesIdid,thanksforaskingandyou?

Bulumnko:Icouldn'tsleep,Ikeptthinkingaboutyou.

Iblushed,Azolewasgivingmeaconfusedlook.She

doesn'tknowwhoisZithulele.

Blushing:StopblushingNtombenhle[BeautifulLady]

Me:NoI'm not.

Bulumnko:Yesyouare,actuallyletmenotkeepyou

awayfrom yourwork.HaveaGooddayatwork.

Me:Thankyoutoo.



Bulumnko:Bye.

HedroppedtheCall.

IsmiledasIputmyphoneinmypockets..

Azole:And who the Fuck is Zithulele? Are you

alreadyscrewing Bulumnko?No Idon'tlike your

waysbabygirlchangethem assoon.OtherwiseI'm

team Bulumnko,SothisZithulelemustFuckoffI

don'tcare!

Ilaughed.

Me:Foryourinformation,BulumnkoisZithulele.It's

hissecondName.

Azole:Iwasgoingto askforhisNumbersfrom

Mlungisithencallhim andtellhim there'saZithulele.

Webothlaugh,Azoleissuchagreatfriend.Wedid

ourjobthisistiring,Ijustcan'twaittoleavethis

place.It'sonlyamatterof3months,thenI'llbeout

ofthisplace.Yesthemoneyhasincreasedbutyho

ha.acleaningisnotformeIgethometireseveryday

exceptforFriday,sinceit'sashortday!.

_______



It'sFridayAfternoonI'm onmywaytomymeetup

withCharmaine,theWeekwasawesome,Bulumnko

calledeverydayhe'sinJo'burg,heleftTuesdayNoon.

Buthecalleverynow andthen.I'm withYothando

andAzoleinthecar,Yothandoisdriving.

Azole,arewestillchillingatGigi'splacetomorrow?.

Yeahwearenowinseparable,weenjoyeachothers

company.

Yothando:Yeswearestillon,andwhenyoutwogo

toyourgroupsessionI'llbegoingtomyMan,fora

sleepoverit'sbeenlong.

Welaugh.

Azole:yeswenagirl,giveittoussincewe'resingle!

Yothando:Youneedtofindaman,sothatyoucan

getlaid..

Azole:Notnow,I'm stillworkingonmyself.

Shelooksatmesmiling,I'm gladsheconsideredmy

advice,shecan'tgoandsleepwitheveryTom and

Dick.She mustrespectherbody,I'm glad she

decidedtotakemyadvicethatshemustn'ttradeher



bodytoanyone,shemustvalueherself,andworship

herbody.Itallstartwithselfloveandforherown

Sanity..

Igiveherasmiletoo.

WefinallyarriveatCharmaine'sCentre.Thisplaceis

huge,there's other Psychologists it's not only

Charmaine.There'sa supporting group forthose

whoaresufferingwithHIV,andA groupofthose

sufferingwithMentaldisorders.A groupofthose

whohaveaddictions.

Me:Okaybyebabies,AzoleI'llseeyoutomorrow

Azole:byelove.TheydriveoffandImakemyway,

she's stillbusy with a clientshe asked for30

minutes,soItakemytimetoadmiretheplace,it'sa

beautifulplace.Iwalkupthestairs,there'sabalcony

therearekidsplayingattheback,Ididn'tknowKids

docomehere.Iwalkfurtherthere'sartstudios.This

isincredibleplaceImakemywaybackwithapie

withacokeinmyhand,IboughtattheCafeteria

herethatIdidn'tknowof.Ionlyknewthemainhall

and Charmaine's Office.Itake a seatnextto



Charmaine'sofficeandeatmypieinpeaceeveryone

passandgreet,everypersonmindshis/herbusiness

thisiswhatIlikeandloveaboutthusplace,weeach

havedifferentproblems.It'sonlyamatterofhow

deepyourproblem is.

ThemanmakehiswasoutofCharmaine'soffice

afteraminuteImakemywayin.Shesmilesatme.

Charmaine:heyNahiko.

Me:Heycharmshowareyou?

Charmaine:I'm goodthanksandyourself?

Me:I'm goodthanks.

Shegivesmethatsmileofhers..

Charmaine:Howwasyourweek?Anythinghappened?

Me:Imetsomeone.

Shelooksatmeandnodsherhead,Iknow she's

tellingmetogoon.

Me:He'sNameisBulumnko,wemetatworkhe

wentto meethis brother.And Isaw him last

Saturdayataclub,hetookmeandmyfriendshome.



And asked formynumbers.He'shandsome,too

handsome.

Isaylookingdownblushing,thinkingabouthim.

Me:WespentMondayAfternoonathisplacegetting

toknoweachother.He'sagreatguy,thewayIwas

comfortable with him Ihave never been that

comfortablewithaman.

Shesmileslookingathim

Charmaine:Soareyouguysdating?

Me:Nowehaven'ttaggedwhatwehave,hecallevery

timehegetsachanceto.Adaydoesn'tpasswithout

him calling.He'sinJo'burgnow,buthestillcall

Shenod.

Charmaine:ifheasksyoutobehisgirlfriendwillyou

goforit?

Me:That'swhatI'm scaredof,I'm abrokengirl.

Puttingcommitmentinmylifewillmakethisworse.

I'm scaredtolovehim andgetmyheartbreakinthe

processoflovinghim.

Charmaine:Youscaredtocommit?



Me:Yes.

Charmaine:andwhyisthat?

Me:Idon'tknow charms,IfeellikeifIlethim in,I

won'tbeabletoworkpastaheartbreak.Hedoesn't

knowhowvulnerableIam,howscaredofloveIam.

Charmaine:Communication,youhavetotalktohim

tellhim aboutwhathappenedtoyou,yourfears.So

thatheknowswhatheisdealingwith,youcannot

juststringhim alot.AsI'vesaidtoyouyou'llgethurt

alongtheway,you'llgetheartbreaksandit'sallpart

ifthislifeit'sarollercoaster.Tellhim,ifhe'snotfor

youhewon'tstandyourfragileself.Hewillleaveyou,

butifhe'swillingtotakethisroadwithyou,toyour

healingitwillmeanhe'sinforabigrunwithyou.Into

suretoohe'snotperfecttoo,nobodyis.Maybehe

hashisskeletonsthingshishiding,andifyouare

honestwithhim hewillbehonestwithyoutoo.Just

trusthim andtakeleapoffaith.AndhehurtsyouI'm

here,that'swhyI'm herethat'swhyyouarehere.For

yourpeaceofmindandsanity,behonestonagoto

gowiththisguysbeforetakingthingsfar,before

feelingsareinvested.



Ilaugh.

Me:Youknowmymothertoldmewhatyou'retelling

me.Iguessit'sarightthingtodo.

Charmaine:weareold,yourmotherknowsmore

thanyouknow,sodoI.Takeouradviceandtalkto

thisguy.

Me:OncehetellsmethathelovesmethenIwilltell

him everythingandanything.

Charmaine:That'saGoodidea,andtrustmebabyit

willbeforyourowngood.Youneveraskedforwhat

happenedtoyou,don'tblameyourself,learntomove

onandbeawoman,BeyouandliveyourLifetothe

fullest,don'tholdbackNahiko.

Me:ThankyouCharmaine.

We carryon with a Session,and Ileave feeling

lighter,thisisallaboutmorethanit'saboutother

people.IshouldputmyselfFirstthentherestshall

follow.

Idon'tknow how IfeelabouttellingBulumnkothe

truth,I feelsafe when I'm with him,there's



somethingabouthim.Ijustdon'twannaloosehim,I

wanttoexperiencethisRelationshipthingwithhim,

butI'm scared.Ihavetotellhim.

I'm convincingmyselfright,there'snootherway.

Iarriveathome,YothandoIcookingandIjoinher.

Yothando:Ohyou'reback,howwasyoursession?

Me:Alwaysgreat,I'm gettingbetterandbetter.

Yothando:Thatdoesn'tmean you should stop

attendingtherapy.

Me:Iwastraumatised,andI'm doingwellandIno

longergetNightmares

Yothando:Andthatstillisnotareasonforyouto

stopattending.

Me:Iwasn'tthinkingtostopattending.

Yothando:Iknow,can you please chop those

Carrots.

Me:AndwhenI'm theOneCookingyoudon'thelp,

you'resuchaslyoneYothando.I'm goingtotakea

warm bath.



Yothando:You'resuchaBitch.

Me:Iknow!

Ileftherlaughing,Iwaslaughingwithhershe'stoo

lazy!

Iwenttothebathroom andtookarelaxingbath,my

mindisworkingovertimethesedaysIjustcan'tget

thissituationoutofmyhead,andit'smessingwith

myhead.

Afterbathing,Iwenttomyroom.Ihadmissedcalls

from Bulumnko.Icalledhim.

Bulumnko:Bhelekazi.

Iblushed,he'sbeencallingmelikethatthesepast

fewdays.

Me:Bab'uMkhize!

Bulumnko: mhh, Waze wangibiza kamnandi

Ntombenhle.[mhhwhatanicewaytocallme]

Me:Howareyou?

Bulumnko:Now thatiam talkingtoyou,I'm feeling

better.Iwasfeelingalittlebitundertheweather..



Me:Yousoundlikeamama'sBoy!

Hechuckle.

Bulumnko: Ngiyakukhuza njalo weNahiko. [I'm

warningyouNahiko]

Ilaughed.

Bulumnko:Youknow hearingyoulaughmakesmy

heartfeelsatpeace.

Ismiled.

Me:StopitZithulele.Sohowarefeelingnow?

Bulumnko:I'm amanNahiko,I'llbefineandIjust

toldyouthatI'm finenowthatI'vetalkedwithyou.

Me:Thatmeansstayathome.

Bulumnko:Musa ukuzifanisa noMamkhize,naye

ungitshelelokhongimdalangingaka.

[Stopbeinglikemamkhize,shejusttoldmethat,I'm

oldenough]

Ilaughedathim.

Me:OkayMr,justtakeherandgetbetter.



Bulumnko:Iwillbebetter.

Me:GetRestZithuleleokay.

Bulumnko:yesma'am,lookI'llcallyoubeforeyougo

tosleep.

Me:AlrightI'llwait,andI'm theonewhocalledsoI

gettodropthecall.

Helaughed,thatlaughofhis.ArghI'm obsessed

withhislaugh,nowIcravetoseehisface.

Bulumnko:okayyoucandropitma'am.

Idroppedthecall,IlotionmybodyandWoremy

Unicorn onsie.Then made my way to lounge,I

snuggledinbetweenthetwins

Sikelelwa:sisiyouneedtoremoveyourbraids,they

areoldnow..

Haibothischild.Theybothlaughhidingtheirface.

Me:OhmyGosh,Ifeellikecrying.

Sikelela:Butyouarebeautifulsis,Iwoulddateyouif

youmyage!

Ilookathim,helaughs..



Sikelelwa:eaw Sikelelayou'reachild.That'sadults

stuff.

Sikelela:Iknow,whenIgetoldIwant10girlfriends.

Hesayshowinghis10fingers.Ilaughatwhathe's

saying,trulyhewillbealady'sman,he'stooCute

andHandsome.

We talked,they are justtoo cute.Mommy and

Yothando joined,webonded asa familysharing

jokeslaughinghereandthere..

ThisisallIeverwanted!

Happytimes,HappyFamily!.

ELEVEN

The rain decided to give us a breaktoday.The

Weatheroutsideisbeautifulthere'sSun.Buty'all

knowWinterSunisnotthathot.

I'm wearingmylongflowereddress,sandalsand

Denim Jacket.Iremovedthebraidsandwashedmy

Afro,it'sBeautifulandlong.

Me:Yothandolet'sgo!



We'regoingtoGigi'splace,Azolehasbeenblowing

myphoneoff,she'sbeencallingshe'sjustpunctual.

Yothando:OkayI'm coming,requestanUberforso

long.

Yeah we not taking the Car Today,because

Yothandoissleepingoverathisboyfriend'splaceso

Iwon'tbeabletodrivehome,sinceIcan'tdrive.And

Ishouldgetatimeandregistertowritealearners.I

needalicencesoon.

Irequested,ourUbercame.Shewasdonepacking.

Azolecalled..

Me:Wecoming.

Azole:mxxm.

Shedropsthecallshe'sjustdramatic.

WearrivedatGigi'sComplex.Thesecuritycalled

Gigiforconfirmationandwewentinside,Ilovethis

securitymeasures.It'sonly11am,andweatGigi's

place.ThankstoAzoleforarrangingourmeeting,we

decidedtomeetatNoonbutshedecidedonthe

morningandhereweare,bulliedbyaLastborn.



Gigi:Whuu,IloveyourAfroBabes,it'sbeautiful.But

whydidyouremoveyourbraids.

Me:TheTwinssaidtheywereold,soIaskedthem to

removeandgaveeachR5..

Azole:Theywereright,theyweresinginginmytime!

Welaughed,justafew hoursawayfrom herI'm

missingyou.

Azole:I'llbetakingYothando'splacetoday,I'llbe

sleepingover

Me:What?Youdidn'task.

Azole:Yes,andI'm tellingyou.

Claponce,I'm givinguponthischild.

We'redrinkingwineandeatingsomedriedfruit.The

aim isnottogetDrunksinceAzoleandIhavea

Groupsessiontoday!

Yothando:Yhoguys,whenlastdidIhavesexIfeel

likeI'm avirginagain.

Welaugh

Azole:Thatlong?



Yothando:Youhavenoidea.

Gigi:Didyoushave?

Yothando:No,Ishavedlastweeksothere'ssome

littlehair.

Azole:YouneedtoshaveHoney,itmustbeplain.

Ilaughed,Yothandowenttoshaveinthebathroom.

Shecameback.

Gigi:Ihaveafewlingeries.

Azole:AndwhatareyoudoingwithLingeries?

Me:Whatislingeriefor.

Myphonerings.It'sBulumnkoIsmile.

Me:Hey

Bulumnko:Ntombenhle[beautifulLady]

Azole:alingerieisnotaneverydaything,youwearit

on specialoccasionsand when you're surprising

yourman.Itmustbesomethingspecial.

Iquicklystoodupandwenttotheroom.I'm sure

BulumnkoHeardher,that'swhyhe'slaughing.



Me:Andwhyyou'relaughing?

Bulumnko:Noit'snothingBeautiful

Me:Zithulele!

Bulumnko:What?It'snothingreally.

Heisstilllaughing.

Me:Arghandwhyareyoucalling?

Bulumnko:Do Ineed a reason to callthe most

beautifulLadyI'veeverlaidmyeyeson?

Bathong!Thisman.

Me:Zithumemarn.

Bulumnko:Andshe'sblushing.

Me:I'm goingtodropthephone,andswitchitoff.

Bulumnko:Ouch,suchbrutality.

Me:Yeah,whatever!

Helaughs.

Bulumnko:Imissseeingyourprettyface,Iwanna

seeyou.



Me:Soshouldwechangetofacetime?

Bulumnko:NoyoutellmewhereyouareandI'll

come

Me:AreyounotinJohannesburg?

Bulumnko:Afteracallwithyoulastnight,Itooka

flightback!

Me:Andyoudidn'ttellme?

Bulumnko:I'm tellingyounow.

Me:Youshould'vecalledmeandtoldme.

Bulumnko:areyoumadthatIdidn'ttellyou?

Me:No

Bulumnko:Yesyouare.

Me:No.

Bulumnko:Okay,I'm sorrythatIdidn'ttellyouthat

I'm comingback.

Me:It'sokay.

Bulumnko:Alrightthen,soareyougoingtotellme

whereyouare?



Me:atmyfriend'splace.

Bulumnko:whereIdroppedyouAMDyourfriends?

Me:Yes.

Bulumnko:AlrightthenIam coming.

Me:Alrightyou'llcallwhenyou'rehere.

Bulumnko:okaysure.

Hethendropsthecall.

Imakemywaytothegirlsinthelounge

Gigi:Heewhyyoublushing?

IsatnexttoAzoleandrestedmyheadinherthighs.

Me:Bulumnkoiscoming.

Yothando:ComingbacktoCapeTown?

Me:No,here.

Azole:sohe'sincapetown?

Me:Yeah,hearrivedheremidnight.

Gigi:Soyou'reditchingus.Goingoutwithhim?

Me:Hesaidhe'scomingtoseemethat'sall.Hesaid



he'smissingme.

Gigi:Didyoumisshim?

Me:Iwanttoseehim too.

Azole:Didyoumisshim yesorno?

Me:Andwhythisquestions?

Yothando:youwillnotgotohim unlessyouanswer

ourQuestions..

Arghthey'vestarted.

Me:YesImissedhim.

Isaidsmiling,justthinkingabouthissmile,whenhe

laughs.Imissedhim.

Azole:Doyoulovehim?

Me:What?

Gigi:Doyoulovehim?

Me:Iflovemeans,havingbutterflieswhenhelaughs

andsmile,feelinglikethere'snoonewhenyou're

withhim.FeelinglikeIcouldstareathiseyesallthe

daysofmylife,seeinghe'sbeautiful,handsomeface.



ThenyesIlovehim.

Them:Ncooaah.

Ilaughedattheirreaction.

Gigi:arghguysdoyoujustcutanOnion?

She'scrying.

Azole:arggGigiyou'resoemotional.

Gigi:Iam anemotionalbeing.MyGirlisinlove.

Welaugh.

Azole:I'm happyforyoubaby.

Shehugsme,theyallcomeandweshareahugand

turnitintoagrouphug.

Me:Thankyouguys,thankyouforbeingtruefriends.

I'm gladIhavefriendslikeyou.Iloveyouall.

Gigi:Thankyouallforcomingtomymiserablelife,

there'slight,JoyAMD laughternow inmylifeall

becauseofyou.ThankyouIloveyouall..

Yothando:Thankyoubeinghereforme,forshowing

mesidesofmyselfthatIneverknew aboutthank



youguysIloveyou.

Azole:It'sGoodtohaveoldersistersinmylife,y'all

arenotjustfriendsbutmybigsisters.Iam happy

wheneverI'm withyouall,Idon'twanttobeaway

from youallnotevenadayawayfrom youall.Ilove

youallwithallofmyheart.

Me:ToSisterhood.

Them:Tosisterhood.

Wemovesfrom thehug,andpouredthewineinto

ourglasses.

Azole:Tobestfriendsforever,andtoSisterhood..

Us:To Bestfriends foreverand to Sisterhood,

cheers.

Wedrankourwine.

Myphonerang.

Azole:doesBulumnkohavetoruinsuchabeautiful

moment.

Gigi:Jealousy.

Welaughed,



Me:tellher.

Ianswered.

Me:Hey..

Bulumnko:I'm outside.

Me:OkayI'm.Coming.

Gigi:There'saListerineMouthwashinthebathroom.

Useit,winetendstohaveabadmouthbreath.

Iwenttothebathroom,washedmymouththenwent

back.Iworemysandalsagain.Andtookmydenim

jacket.

Azole:Don'tforgettheGroupsessionat5pm.

Me:Iwon'tlove,byeILoveY'all.

Them:Bye,loveyoutoo.

I walk to the Gate, there he was. Wearing

stonewashed Jeans, white T-shirt and white

sneakers.

He'slookinggood,he'sfadeisnicelytreamed.

Hesaw me,heputhiscellphoneinsidehispocket



thensmilesatme.Arghthismanissuchadream I

don'teverwanttowakeupfrom.

Me:Hey.

Bulumnko:Youlookbeautiful,Iloveyourhairitsuits

you.Sonatural.

Me:Thankyou!

Bulumnko:Nowareyougoingtostandthereorgive

meaHug?.

Ismiled,thenhuggedhim,doeshehavetosmellso

niceeverytime,

Bulumnko:Yousmellsogood,Idon'twanttobe

removedfrom you.

Ilaugh.

Me:Butyourcolognedominates.

Bulumnko:Youlie,lookIsmelllikeagirlrightnow.

Me:ThenI'm neverhuggingyouagain.

Bulumnko:You'recrazy,comehere.

Heholdmebymywaist.He'stooclose,andhe's



lookingrightInmyeyes.

Bulumnko:You'resobeautiful,Ijustcan'tgetenough

ifyourbeautyitseemseachandeverytimeIseeyou

you'remorebeautiful.

Iblushandlookdown.

Bulumnko: and when you blush, your smile

somethinginmyheartmoves,I'veneverfeltthis

way..

Ilookathim,he'slookingatmestraightintheeye.

Me:Wellthankyou,youtooarenotbad.

Bulumnko:notbadyousay?

Inod.

Bulumnko:AreyouscaredtosaythatI'm handsome?

Ilaughathim.

Bulumnko:GetinthecarNkosazane[Princess]

Heopensthedoorforme,hewalkstohissideand

getinside.He'sseated.

Thisisanothercar,BMW M3.He'saBMW LoverI



canseethat.

Me:Wherearewegoing.

Bulumnko:SomewhereIknowyouwilllovetobe.

Me:HowdoyouknowIwillloveit?

Bulumnko:IfIlovethatplacesurelyyoutoowilllove

it.

Me:mhhIhopeit'snotfar.

Bulumnko:Why?Youhaveotherplans?

Me:Ihavetobeinparklandsat5pm.

Hechecktimeathiswristwatch.

Bulumnko:it'sonlyhalfpast1.Youwillmakeitat5.

Me:Alright.

We'relisteningtohiphoptoday.

[Comeoncomeon

IseenochangeswakeupinthemorningandIask

myself



IslifeworthlivingshouldIblastmyself?

I'm tiredofbein'poorandevenworseI'm black

Mystomach hurts so I'm lookin'fora purse to

snatch

Copsgiveadamnaboutanegro

Pullthetriggerkillaniggahe'sahero

Givethecracktothekidswhothehellcares

Onelesshungrymouthonthewelfare

Firstship'em dopeandlet'em dealthebrothers

Give'em gunsstepbackwatch'em killeachother

It'stimetofightbackthat'swhatHueysaid

TwoshotsinthedarknowHuey'sdead

Igotlove formybrotherbutwe can nevergo

nowhere

Unlesswesharewitheachother

Wegottastartmakin'changes

Learntoseemeasabrotherinsteadoftwodistant

strangers



Andthat'showit'ssupposedtobe

HowcantheDeviltakeabrotherifhe'sclosetome?

I'dlovetogobacktowhenweplayedaskids

Butthingschanged,andthat'sthewayitis

That'sjustthewayitis

Thingswillneverbethesame

That'sjustthewayitis

Awwyeah

That'sjustthewayitis

Thingswillneverbethesame

That'sjustthewayitis

Awwyeah

IseenochangesallIseeisracistfaces

Misplacedhatemakesdisgracetoraces

WeunderIwonderwhatittakestomakethis

Onebetterplace,let'serasethewasted

Taketheeviloutthepeoplethey'llbeactingright



'Causebothblackandwhiteissmokin'cracktonight

Andonlytimewechilliswhenwekilleachother

Ittakesskilltobereal,timetohealeachother

Andalthoughitseemsheavensent

Weain'tready,toseeablackPresident,uhh

Itain'tasecretdon'tconcealthefact

Thepenitentiary'spacked,andit'sfilledwithblacks

Butsomethingswillneverchange

Trytoshowanotherwaybutyoustayin'inthedope

game

Nowtellmewhat'samothertodo

Bein'realdon'tappealtothebrotherinyou

Yougottaoperatetheeasyway

"ImadeaGtoday"Butyoumadeitinasleazyway

Sellin'cracktothekid."Igottagetpaid,"

Wellhey,wellthat'sthewayitis

That'sjustthewayitis



Thingswillneverbethesame

That'sjustthewayitis

Awwyeah

That'sjustthewayitis

Thingswillneverbethesame

That'sjustthewayitis

Awwyeah

Wegottamakeachange

It'stimeforusasapeopletostartmakin'some

changes.

Let'schangethewayweeat,let'schangethewaywe

live

Andlet'schangethewaywetreateachother.

Youseetheoldwaywasn'tworkingsoit'sonusto

do

Whatwegottado,tosurvive.

AndstillIseenochangescan'tabrothergetalittle

peace



It'swaronthestreetsandthewarintheMiddleEast

Insteadofwaronpovertytheygotawarondrugs

Sothepolicecanbotherme

AndIain'tneverdidacrimeIain'thavetodo

ButnowI'm backwiththeblacksgivin'itbacktoyou

Don'tlet'em jackyouup,backyouup,

Crackyouupandpimpsmackyouup

Yougottalearntoholdyaown]

2pacShukur-Changesisplaying.AndI'm lookingat

him inadmiration,he'srappingalong.Tappingatthe

steeringwheel.He'sfeelingthissongandIcan'thelp

butsmileathim.

Bulumnko:Youknowitissowrongtostare.

Me:Ijustcouldn'tstopmyself,Ididn'tknow you're

hiphoplover.

Bulumnko:IonlylistentoTupacnooneelse.

Me:ohhIsee.

Bulumnko:andwearehere!



We'reinasecludedplace,it'slikeamountainbutit's

notsteepbutGentle.

Heopenmydoorandopenhis.HegoestotheBoot,

hecomeswithapicnicbasketandaFleece.

Me:Soyougotthisallplannedout.

Bulumnko:Thankstotheweather,Iwouldn'thave

broughtyouhersifitwasraining.

Heplacethefleeceandthebasketinsomethingthat

lookslikeahill.

Bulumnko:Come.

Me:I'm scaredwhatifwefall?

Bulumnko:Doyoutrustme?.

Inodded.

Bulumnko:thencome,nothingwillhappentoyou.

Iwentandsatnexttohim,wow thebuilding,cars

movingaround.Thisisaniceview,I'm sureatnight

it'sbeautiful.

Bulumnko: When I first came here,after my

Graduation Ihad no one onlymyfamily,Iwas



startingmybusiness.Thingswerenotworkingout

soIwouldfindmyselfhereeverytimeIfeellike

givingup,angryorinneedofaFreshair.Thisismy

sanity.

Ilookedaround.

It'sindeedabeautifulplace,youcouldcry,shoutand

noonewillbeheretostopyou.

Me:It'sabeautifulplace,IfeelatpeaceIdon'tknow.

Bulumnko:That'stheaim,allnaturalthingsImade

tocalm usandgiveuspeace.That'swhyyou'llfind

placeslikethisatpeace.

Wewerenow talking,andeating.Iwasdrinkinga

juiceandhewasdrinkinghe'sCastlelite.

Bulumnko:Youknow nahikothedayIlaidmyeyes

onyou,Icouldn'tbelievesuchbeautlives.Iwas

mesmerizedbyyourbeauty.WeIgotinsideofthat

liftIwantedtoturnandlookatyouintheeye,just

lookingathowbeautifulyouareinmyeyes.WhenI

gotoffthelift,IfeltlikeIwasleavingapartofme.

WhenIwasdonewithmybrother,youwerestanding

intheglasswindowlookingatme,Icouldn'thelpbut



stareatyoutoo.SomethinginmyHeartmoved,I

don'tknow whetheritwasfateorwhatbutwhenI

saw youintheClub,Imadeitamissiontoaskfor

yournumbers,andwhenItalkedwithyouIcouldn't

forgetyoursmile,yourlaughter.Ifellinlovewith

thoselittlethingsbutlittledidIknow thatIwas

Fallingmoredeeplyinlovewiththeownerofthat

smile,thatlaughter.NahikoImaybemanythings

butsaintI'm not,I'm notgoingtolietoyouand

promise you heaven and earth my Actions will

determinemyloveforyou.NgiyakuthandaNtokazi

enhle.[IloveyoubeautifulLady]

Ilookedathim withtearsinmyears.

Me:Nam Ndiyakuthanda,Youmademefallinlove

withyou.Theywayyourlaughdothingstome,your

smiletoo.EverytimeyoucallIpictureyourface.I

wanttolookatyoureyesfortherestofmylife.

There'ssomethingaboutyoureyes,thewayyoulook

atme,thecomfortablenessaroundyou.Ido,yesI

reallyloveyouZithulele.

Bulumnko:Wozala.[Comehere]



Iwenttohim,andhuggedhim.Itwasoneofthe

longesthugs.

Heletgoandlookedatme,Ilookeddown.Idon't

knowhisgazemakesmeshy.

Hechuckle.

Bulumnko:Manje sengicela ukuphuza okwamike

mama.[NowIwanttokisswhatismine]

Ilookeddown,heliftedmychinandbrushedmylips

withhishands..

Bulumnko:Umuhleyazi![You'resobeautiful]

He kissed me,Ididn'tknow whatto do,Ijust

froze..hechuckled

Bulumnko:Justfollowmylead.

IdidasIwastold,whatarethose?Butterflies?Yeah

it'sthem,therearabutterfliesinmystomach,thisis

intense.I've neverfeltthiswayin mylife,tears

stream down,it'stearsofjoy.I'm happyIam atmy

happiestinliferightnow.

Hepullsoutandwipesmytears.



Bulumnko:IloveYou.

Me:IloveYoutoo!

Istayedinhisembrace,him telling.ejokesandI

laugh,Itellhim aboutBhelekaziandherjokesand

howImisshereveryday.Andhe'slisten.Timeflies

it's4pm.Idon'twannaleave,Iwanttobewithhim.

Thedrivetoparklandsissofun,we'resingingalong,

andmakinghim tolistentoAmaPiano.Hehadno

objectionbecauseIwaslisteningto2pacwithhim.

WearriveattheCentre,helooksatitandthenme.

Everythingthatisdonehereiswritteninboldletters

justoutside.He can read,he knows whathe's

happening.I'm scaredofwhathewillask..

Bulumnko:Thisiswhereyou'regoingto?

Me:Yesit's.

Bulumnko:OkaykeSthandwasamiletmenotkeep

you,you'llbelate.

Me:Yeah,it's5o'clock.

Bulumnko:soI'm notgettingmyhugandkiss?



Me:You'resuchabigbaby.

Hechuckle.

Bulumnko:Yourbabyright?

Me:yesmybaby.

Bulumnko:nowcome!.

Ihug and kiss him,he kisses always leave me

wantingmore.

Me:ByeIloveyou.

Bulumnko:Iloveyoutoo.

Imakemywaytothecentre,he'sstillstandingthere

lookingatme..Iwavemyhand.

Hewaveshisandgetinsidehiscarthendroveoff.

Whydidn'theaskwhatIwasdoinghere?I'm surehe

hasquestionsaboutmybeinghere,buthe'swaiting

formetotellhim.

IspotAzole talking with Amanda and Chelsea I

makemywaytothem.

Me:Heyguys



Them:Hey.

Azole:Takesmyhandandwalktotherefreshments

areaandthere'snotCoffeetodaythere'sjuice.Ipour

myselfsomeI'm fullsoIwillsettleinthejuiceonly.

Azole:so?Whathappened?

Me:I'lltellyoueverythingatnight,you'resleeping

overright?

Azole:Yhoo Ican'twait,judging by yourfacial

expressionit'sgoodnew.

OhMyGod,I'vejustinvitedTroublewiththisone.I

don'tthinkwewillsleepatall!..

Iam inlove!

THIRTEEN

It'saSundayMorning,I'm feelingwaybetter,I'm in

themoodforchurch.IleaveAzolestillsleepingin

bedandIgotothebathroom.Iwashmyhand,face

andteeth.IwenttotheKitchen,ImadeBreakfastfor

everyone.Iwentto wake motherfirst,then The

Twins.

IfoundAzoleAlreadyawake.



Me:morningbabes.

Azole:Morning,it'ssmellssonice.

Me:YeahI'vemadebreakfast.

Azole:alrightyoustillowemeyouknow.

Me:What?

Azole:TheDetailsaboutyourAfternoon,Iwantto

know whatHappened,couldn'tasklastnightsince

youwerenotinarightmood.

Iblushjustbythinkingaboutyesterday.Justright

thenmyPhonebeepedit'samessage.

"MorningMuhleza,IhopeyousleptwellIcouldn't

sleepknowingmyBabeisnotokay,Ihopeyou're

feelingbetterthismorning.Iwilltryandmakemy

scheduleshorttodaysothaticanseeyouinthe

Afternoon.NgiyakuthandaMuntuwami"

Iblush,Azole takes the phone and Read the

message.

Azole:SoYou'reofficialnow?

Me:Yes.



Azole:OhmyGosh.

Shejumpsoffbedandhugsme.

Me:OkayAzolewehavechurchtogoto,solet'sgo

eatsothatwecanbath.

Azole:Church?

Me:Yeschurch,andyou'regoingnoexcuseI'lltake

adressfrom Yothando'sClothes.

Azole:You'resuchaBully.

Me:Iknow,nowgotothebathroom andwashyour

handsandTeeth.

Azole:Yesma'am.

Shegoestoherbagandtakeatoothbrush,shegoto

thebathroom Imakemywaytothelounge,they

werealreadyeating.

Me:Youguyscouldn'tEvenwaitforme.

Mother:Timeismoney,it'sSundaywehavechurch

Me:Yesma'am.

Azolemakesherway.



Azole:Morningeveryone.

Mom:Morningbaby.

Sikelela:Andwhoareyou?You'resobeautiful.

Sikelelwa:She's Old Sikelela,she can'tbe Your

girlfriend.

Sikelela:Iknowthat,Iwasjustsayinggeez.

Haibothesekids.

Me:Andhowoldyoutwoareagain?

Sikelelwa:Oldenough.

Arghshe'saDramaQueenthisone.

Azole:Whuu,Iloveyoutwins.I'm AzoleNahiko's

BestFriend.

Sikelelwa:LikeBFF,BFF?Forever?

Azole:Yeahthat.

Sikelelwa:Soareyo..

Mom:HayiSikelelwa,justeatyourfood.Weknow

you'llask100Questions,noweatsothatwecango

andBath.



She'ssulking,shewantedtotalkmore,weeatand

motherandtwinsgototheBathroom.Iwashthe

dishesthenwentYothando'sroom.Ifoundayellow

kneedressthatwillfitAzoleperfectly.

Iwenttomyroom shejusttookabath,thiswilldoI

handherthedress.

Azole:it'snice.

Me:yeahletmegoandbath.

ItookaveryquickbathafterbayhingIwentto my

room,ilotionmybodyworemyundergarments.I

applyamakeuponmyfaceAzoleisshockedthatI

candomakeup.

Azole:you'regood,evenmorethanme,wheredid

youlearn?

Me:Backinvarsity,myRoommatewasabeautician.

She'sagreatteacher,butI'm lazytoapplymakeup

oneveryday.IjustapplyitonlyonSundays,Iwanna

slayinchurch.

Azole:Thenwhatareyouwaitingfor?Iwannaslay

too,sodoyourjobhoney.



IlaughIapplymakeuponherface,afterdoingher

face.ItookmyoverthekneeBlackSlim fitskirt,

whiteshirt,pinkblazerandbackheel.

Azole:Mhhmyfriendyoulookfine,ifyoudidn'thave

BulumnkoIwouldsayyou'reafterthePastor.Your

Afro isabsolutelybeautiful,itsuitsyou you'rea

Naturalbeautydamnn.

Ilaugh.ShelooksgoodtoointhatYellow dress,it

matcheswithherskintone.

Me:ohThankyouloveandyou'restunningtoo,the

dresssuitsyou.

Azole:Iknowbabesbutthanks!.

Ilaugh,she'sjustdramatic.Itakeaslingbag,and

myBible.

Me:Let'sgo.

Azole:I'm soNervous,whenwasthelasttimeIwent

tochurch?

Me:Itwillbealright,you'llbefineyoujustneedto

relax.It'schurchnotanExam room.

Azole:Iam asinnerNahiko,youdon'tunderstand.



I'vecommittedalotofsins,sleptwithmarriedmen,

drankalcohol,stolemoney.I'vedonealotofbad

things,churchisnotforme.

Me:“Cometome,allofyouwhoarewearyandcarry

heavy burdens,and Iwillgive you rest."That's

Matthew 11:28GodWantpeoplelikeyouandme,

those who feellike are notworthyto be in his

presence. He want us, going there ask for

forgivenessofyoursins.He'saForgivingGod,he

doesn'tholdGrudges.

Azole:Idon'tknow wherewouldIbewithoutyou,I

loveyou!

Me:Iloveyoumore!

Wewenttothelounge,TheTwinswerealreadythere

looking cute.Mom wasnothere,thiswomen is

alwayslate.

Me:Mommm!.

Ishout.

Mom:Coming!.

ShecomeslookingsobeautifulinthatWhitedress.I



wanttoagejustlikeher,shelookssoyoung.

Mom:wow,youGirlslooksobeautiful..

Azole:it'smything,Idon'tknowaboutyourdaughter

butyeahThanks.

Welaugh,Yothandoisjustsomethingelse.

Me:Thanksmommy.

We make ourway to the car,Azole takes the

passengerseat,IsettleatthebackwiththeTwins.

Thedrivetochurchisfun,we'resingingtoAyanda

Ntazi'ssongs.Wearriveatchurch,wefindaspace

topark.Theservicesjuststartedweare15minutes

late.ThetwinsgototheSundayschool,wetakea

seattoo.We'resingingtopraiseandworshipsongs.

TheWorshipTeam isdoinganamazingJob,the

HolySpiritisamongstus.

.

Wandibizandasabela[Youcalledme,Iresponded]

Ndazendafuman'ubuncwanebothando



[AndIreceivedtherichesoflove]

Namhlandisondelephambikwakho

[TodayIcamebeforeyou]

Ndifun'ukhokelwanguwe[Leadethme]

Ndifun'ukulawulwanguwe[Takecontrolofme]

Ndifunauhambanawe[IwanttowalkwithYou]

Ndizokulandela[Iwillfollow]

Jesundohambanawe[JesusIwillgowithYou]

Aphoukhoyo[WhereverYouare]

Ndizokulandela

Ebukhwenibam [Inmyplaceofbetrothal]

NgoJesundiphephile[ThoughJesusI'm safe]

Ndizokulandela

Jesundohambanawe

Amandl'okuphilaafumanekakuwe



[Livingpowersarefoundinyou]

Unguwoumthombowaboubomi

[You'rethestream oflife]

Njalondizohlal'ezinyawenizakho

[SoIwillforeverstayatYourfeet]

Ngobanguw'umkhokeliwam

[BecauseYouaremyleader]

Umomeleziwam,[Mypillarofstrength]

Ulithembaelimiyo,elimiyo

[You'reaneverpresenthope]

Ubomibami[Mylife]

BukuweNkosi[isinyou]

Ngakondizolandela(Jesundohambanawe)

Ububomindibudingayo[You'rethelifeIneed]

Ndiyakudingamihlayonke[IneedTheeeveryday]

Ngakondolandela(Jesundohambanawe)



Nobakuyenyukelakuyehlela[Nomattertheupsand

downs]

Ndizonyathelaaphounyathelekhona

[I'llkeeponfollowingyoursteps]

(Jesundohambanawe)

Ndizolandela,ndizolandeal

NdizolandelaWena(Jesundohambanawe)

Ndizohambanawe,ndizohambanawe

(Jesundohambanawe)

Ndizonyathela

Wen'unobomibam,Wen'ukukuphilakwam

Wen'ulithembalam,Wen'ungumonwabisiwam

[You'remysourceofjoy]

Ndonwabilexandikuwe[I'm joyfulinyour

presence]

Ndinobomixandikuweyingakondizonyathela

Kwenyukelakwehlelandizohambanawe



Sebendihlekandizohambanawe

[Whenthey'relaughingatme]

Sebendithukandizohambanawe

[Whenthey'recallingmenames]

Ndizonyamezelanobakwenzekani

Ndizonyamezelanobakwenzekani

NdizohambaNawe,ndizohambaNawe

NdizohambaNawe,ndizohamba

Hallelujah!Jesundohambanawe

.

MyhandsareliftedasIopenmyheart,asIpray.

ThissongspeaksVolumeinmyheart.Thepastor

makeshiswaytotheAlter,andwetakeourseats.

Pastor:Thereisabsolutelynothinginthislifethat's

worth keeping you depressed, disturbed or

destabilised,when you have God.Practice and

embracethehabitoflettinggoorgivinginwhere

andwhennecessaryasyouprogressthroughlife's

journey.Ephesians 4:31-32 says "Getrid ofall



bitterness,rage,anger,harshwords,andslander,as

wellasalltypesofevilbehavior.32Instead,bekind

toeachother,tenderhearted,forgivingoneanother,

justasGodthroughChristhasforgivenyou."

ThisWordspeakstomeandthere'snodoubtabout

that.IclosemyBibleasmyfocusisnow onthe

pastor.

Pastor: Sometimes waiting for their apology,

gratitudeorremorsefulbehaviorisnotreallyneeded,

ifyouunderstandthatpeoplehaveflawsandaren't

perfect.Walk with this consciousness.Holding

grudges or having bitterness on trivialthings,

mattersorissuesthateveryonehaslaughedoveror

movedonwithistrulytiringanduncalledfor.You

mustlearntoletgoofhurtorpain.Thepersonwho

causedyousorrow ortroublesmaybeyourloved

one,friend,colleague,familyorassociate,duetoa

misculated,unexpected or unreasonable act or

decision.Stillletitgo.Besincereandhonestenough

withyourselfthatyouacknowledgeyourmisconduct,

errorsorwrongdoings,andquicklyseekforpeople

toforgiveyou.Evenifthey'veforgivenyoufrom their



heart,stillgoaheadandaskformercy.

BythetimethePastorfinishesPreaching,Hecalls

forAltercall,thosewhowanttobeforgivenandthis

whowantstheirhearttobeatease,thosewhowant

toforgetandforgive.

Imakemywaythere,myHeartisheavythiswasa

Heavypreaching.Afterthepastorhaveprayedfor

me.Imakemywaytomyseatfeelingfreeofallthe

burdenI'vebeencarrying,feelingfreemyheartat

ease.MyMotherandAzolemaketheirwaybacktoo,

Ididn'tnoticetheyweretoo.ItwasmytimewithGod.

Pastor:IpraythatGodhelpyoutowalkinandwith

forgivenesstowardsmeninJesusname.Maythe

LoveandGraceoftheLord,theholyspiritstaywith

youforeverandeverAmen.

Congregation:Amen.

ThechurchwasGreattodaynolies,Ifelttheholy

spirit.

We drive back home.The ride is stillfun,with

sikelelwatellingaboutwhattheydidIntheSunday

school.



Wearrivehome,mom goestothekitchentomake

usaquicklunch.

Azole:Thankyoufortoday,ThankyouforinsistingI

gotochurch,theSermonwasspeakingrightatme.I

felteachandeverywordthatthepastorsaid.

Me:youdon'tneedtothankme,maybeGodwanted

ittobethisway.EvenmeIfeltthepreachingeven

myheartasatease..

We'reinmyroom changing,I'm onmyjeansandT-

shirtwithairforceSneaker.Makeupisstillon,I'll

removeitlater

Azole:Yourmotherbetterbedoneyho,I'm famished.

Me:metoo,it'slikeIdidn'teatbreakfast.

Welaughaswemakeourwaytothelounge,mom

bringschickenwrapswithhotChipsontheside.

Weeatasafamily,Azolejustblendedinwithus.

She'ssuchalovelysoul.

Mom:Shouldweorderinoryou'llCook?I'm lazy.

Me:MetooI'm lazy,andwedon'tknow whattime

Yothandowillcomeback.I'llbuyussuper.



Mom:Okaythenletmejointhoselazytwinsandrest.

GowellAzolebaby,pleasedocomebackyou'rea

breathoffreshair

Azole:Iwillsurelybearegularhere.

Mom:That'smorelikeit.

Me:mamaareyoutryingtosayYothandoandIbore

you?

Mom:Ididn'tsaythathoney,don'tputwordsinmy

mouth.

Azole:Jealousdoesn'tsuitsyoubabes.

Mom:itreallydoesnot.

Shesaysthatinthepassagemakingherwaytoher

room.

Welaugh.We'reseatedinthelounge,Azolewantto

leaveandIdon'twanthertogo.

Azole:Icanseeyou'redreadingtoseemeleave!

Me:Idon'twantyoutogo,canIadoptyou?

Shelaughs.



Azole:You willsee me tomorrow,you see me

everydaygeezstopbeingdramatic.

AsIwasabouttoanswerhermyphonerangit'smy

Man.

Me:Zithulele

Bulumnko:sthandwasami,I'm threehousesaway

from yourplacepleasecometomeImissyou.

Ilaugh,hecan'tbeserious.

Me:WhatifIwasn'thome?

Bulumnko:Then Iwould've waited tillyou come

home,ortellmewhereyouatsothatIcancome.

Me:You'reunbelievable

Bulumnko:wozaphela,kadengimilela.[Justcome,

I'vebeenwaiting].

Hedropsthecall..

Azole:ThankGodIwon'tbewastingmymoneyon

Uber,youandyourManwilltakeyouhome.

Shegoestomyroom andtakeherbag,wemakeour

way.IseehisBMW M3.Thenwalkedthere.Azole



climbsatthebackItakethepassengerseat.

Azole:HeyHandsome.

Bulumnko:HeyAzole.

Helooksatmewithasmileonhisface.

Bulumnko:Sthandwasami.

Me:Heylove.

Hecomesforwardforakiss.Andwekiss..

Azole:euwguysI'm stillhere,havesomerespect.

Bulumnko:Thisismycar.Andthiswomennextto

meismine,I'llkissherWheneverIwantto.ButI

respectyou,Iwon'tkissher.

Azole:YouseewhyIloveyou,didItellyouthough?

Bulumnko:noyoudidn't.

Azole:WellIloveyou!

Bulumnko:Wellthankyou.

Hesmilelookingatme.

Me:Babe,canwepleasedropheroffatherplace.

Shebulliedmeintocominghere.Shealwaysbully



metoo.

Bulumnko:noproblem.Azolepleasedon'tbullymy

Womanplease.

Azole:AkusemnandiubaneNdoda,yathethelelwa.

[It'ssonicetohaveaMan,hetalksforyou]

Bulumnko:You'llfindyoursoon.

Azole:Hemustcome,I'm impatientlywaiting.

Bulumnko:Ittakestimeyoushouldchill.

Azole:ifyousaysothen,I'llkeeponwaiting.

WetalkandlaughsatAzole'sjokes.Theyarejust

Blending with Bulumnko bunch ofcraziness.We

arriveatherplace.

Azole:NowIdon'twanttogetoff,Imissyoualready

bestfriend.

Me:yetyouweretheonewhosaidyou'llseeme

tomorrowwhenIbeggedyoutostay.

Azole:mxxm you'resuchawitch.

Me:AndIloveyoutoo.



Shelaughs.

Azole:ArghIloveyoubitch,byeBulumnkoplease

takecareofmygirl.

Bulumnko:don'tworryyourselfIwilldojustthat.

Azole:alrightbye.

Us:Bye.

She.Climbsoutandmakesherwaytoherplace.

Bulumnko:She'sso funny,it'snice to be in her

presence.

Me:Yeah,there'sneveradullmomentwhenshe's

around.

WedrivetosomeparkIdon'tknow whereweare,

butit'squiet.Heparkthecarandswitchoffthe

engine.

Heremoveshisseatbeltandlooksmyway.DidItell

y'allabouthow gorgeous this man is? He's a

masterpiece.

Bulumnko:Sthandwasami.

Me:Babe



Bulumnko:Khulumakengilalele.[TalkI'm listening]

Me:About?

Bulumnko:whateverthatisborderingyou,whatever

madeyoucrylastnight.

Ilookdown,Idon'twanttotalkaboutmypast,not

rightnownotinhiscar.I'm notreadytotellhim.

Heclimbsoutthencometomyside,heopensthe

doorIremovetheseatbeltthentakehishand.We

seatattheback.

Bulumnko:NowtalkBhelekazi.

Me:it'snothingbigZithulele,Iwasjustmissingmy

Grandmother,Ineededheryesterday.

Helookedatme,intensegaze.Hehasthislookthat

Icandecipher.

Bulumnko:Whatmadeyouneedhersomuch?

Icouldn'tlookathim intheeye,notwiththelook

thathehasonhisface.

Bulumnko:Muhleza!

Me:mhh.



Bulumnko:Doyoutrustme?

Inod.

Bulumnko:Khulumaphela,ngifuna uzwaizwiLakho

lingitshelaukuthiuyangethemba.[PleasetalkIwant

tohearyourvoicesayingyoutrustme]

Me:Yesbabe,Idotrustyou.

Bulumnko:thantalktome.

Ihughim,Idon'twanttolosehim.

Me:Idon'twanttoloseyou,Iwantyoubymyside

always.I'm soscaredthatImayloseyouandIdon't

wantthat.

Bulumnko:youwillneverlosemeSthandwasami,

never.Iloveyou,onlyyouandnobodywillevertake

yourplaceinmyheart.Alright,never!

Me:Ihopeso,Idon'tknow how Iwouldfeelabout

myfirstheartbreak,ifyouweretobreakmyheart.

Bulumnko:Am Iyourfirstlove?

Me:Yes,you'remyfirstlove.AndIloveyouson

much,Idon'twantanyonebutyou.



Bulumnko:I'm yourfirstandlastlove.It'smeand

youtilltheend.AsIsaidI'm notperfectbutforyouI

willlearn,and try to be perfect.Ngiyakuthanda

uyezwa?

Me:Iloveyoutoo!

Istayedinhisstrongarms,wechattedhewastelling

mehisKZNStorieshim growingup.Itwasfun,then

hedrovemetoKFCandMcDonald'sdrivethroughto

buysomefoodformyfamily.Andhewastheone

paying,heinsistedandit'struewhenthesayZulu

manarestubbornIcanattesttothat.

.

2Morechaptersarecoming,sorryIhaven'tposted.

Admin

FOURTEEN

It'saFridayI'm feelingGood,I'm inlove,everythingis

GreatbyMySide.Iwon'tbeattendingtherapytoday

andthere'snogroupsessiontomorrow,I'm more

thanhappy.CharmaineisoutofthecountrysoI'll

seehernextweek.Yothandomadethebreakfast,

I'vejusttakenabathI'm inmyjeans,Turtleneck,



Denim jacketandboots.CapeTownweatherisatit

again,it'scold.Ithoughtwe'vepassedthewinter

seasonbutweallknow capetownweather.Inow

havecornrowswhicharesoPainful,I'vemadethem

yesterdayandIcouldn'tevensleepI'llneverforget

thatNigerianLady,itwasasifshe'sdoingsomeone

who'ssharingamanwith,shewenthardonme!.But

nonethelessI'm pretty.Itakemybagtothelounge.

Mom isinhernursinguniform twinsintheirCasual

Clothesit'sFridaytheyarewearingtheirclothes.

Yothandocomeswithbreakfastweeat,thetwins

transportcamemamagaveusahiketoTerminus.

Y'allknowhowIfeelAbouttaxisright?Letmekeep

quiet.Wearriveatworkintime,sothere'snotimeto

catchupwithmyfriends.Imakemywaytothe

lockers,Ichangeintomyuniform.Azoleisalready

cleaningtheoffice,wesaidwewanttofinishourjob

beforelunchsothatwecouldleaveearly.

Azole:OhmyGucciyoulooksobeautiful.Wheredid

youplaityourcornrows?Ilovethem.

Me:Thankyoulove,insomesalonatGugulethuthey

maketheebestcornrows.let'sgetthisworkstarted.



Wecleanalltheofficesweweresupposedtoclean,

andwefinishexactlyatourlunchtime.Wesignour

scheduleandsentittoJane.We'redonefortheday.

Wechangeintoourclothes.YothandoandGigiare

seatedInthecanteen.WhoaguysdidItelly'allthat

YesterdaywasourPayday?Therearefewpeoplein

thecanteenI'm surepeopleareeatingouttoday.

JustLikeAzoleandplannedwegoingtoCanalWalk

forsomeshopping,IneedachangeofClothes..

Gigi:And then? Why are you notwearing your

uniform?

Azole:we'redonewithourwork,andweareheading

toCanalwalkforlunchandsomeshopping.

Yothando:Withoutus?Youtwoaresobad.

Me:Shouldwewaitfor2pm?

Gigi:we'releavingat1pm todaysoy'allhave1hour

towait.

Azole:We'rehungry,you'llcatchusthere.

Gigi:We'llbuysomemuffinsandcoffeejusttostall.

Azole:GreatIwant3 Blueberry muffins and a



Cappuccino.

Me:2ChocolatecroissantsandaChocMintMuffin

plusacappuccino.

Gigi:Youtwoarewewitches.

Azole&I:Weloveyoutoo.

Shewentand BoughtusourFood thenherand

YothandowenttotheirDesk.

Azole:ArghIjustcan'tgetoveryourhairstyle,itsuits

you.

Me:ThanksLove.

Azole:Zithulelewillgomadwhenheseeyou.

Me:Speakingofhim,hehasn'tcalledtoday.Letme

givehim acall..

Itakeoutmyphonefrom mybagandcall,itrings

unanswered.Idropitandcallagain.

"SorryBisbusypleasecallagain,maybelateror

tomorrow"What?Awoman?

Me:Andyouare?



Person:Andwhoareyou?

Me:Iaskedyoufirst.

Person:LookasI'veSaidBisbusyyou'redisturbing

callhim laterbye!

wow!B?

Azole:Andthen?

Me:Canyoubelieveawomenansweredhisphone,

andcallshim B.

Azole:What!?Givemeyourphone.

Shesnatchesmyphonefrom myhands,shepresses

andsheputsitonthetable.She'scallingBulumnko

againandit'sonloudspeaker.

"ItoldyouBisbusycan'tyougetinyourthickskull

huh?"

Azole:Ohnoyoudidn'tbitch,listentellBulumnkoto

answerhisphonerightnow!.

Person:We'restillbusy.

Azole:You know whatBitch?Fuckyou,and tell

BulumnkohebetternotcallthisNumberagain,Argh



nx!

Shedropsthecall.She'smad.

Azole:HeeBulumnkoistestingmeyaz.He'sreally

testingme.Areyouokay?

Sheaskslookingmyway?

Me:YeahIguess.

Azole:Maybehe'sreallybusy,Itrusthim andifhe

fucksuphewillhavemetodealwith.

Me:And unguphumasilwewena!.Inobaibingase

AphumekulePhoneumbethe!.[You'reafighter,I'm

sureyouwantedhertocomeoutofthephoneso

thatyoucanhither]

Azole:YhoawazintoMntase,benzombethaplusnalo

Bulumnko.Andimoyikikaloknaye.[Yhoyouhadno

idea,Iwould'vebittedher,plusBulumnkoI'm not

scaredofhim]

Welaughedshe'sjustdramatic.

Azole:Youdon'thavetobecookabouteverything,

Everygirlhasthecrazy.Gomadathim ifyouhaveto

justtoscarehim alittle.



Ilaughather.

Me:Azoleyou'recrazynormally,sobeingcrazyisin

yourbloodnoteverygirl.

Azole:IfhehisdickGameislit,you'llseethisside

I'm talking about.ButIcan attestto you that

Bulumnko'ssexgameisonsteroids.

Me:That'smyManyou'retalkingaboutRightnow

youknowthat?

Azole:YeahIknow that,Iwasjusttellingyoumy

pointofviewabouthim.

Me:HayIdon'tneedit!

Shelaughs.

Azole:Youmyfriendyou'retooinnocent.

Yothandocametous.

Yothando:Okayguyslet'sgobabieswe'redone.

Itookmybag,Gigiwasdrivinghercar.Sowe'resafe.

TheridetoCanalwalkischilledwe'relisteningto

Amapiano.

Myphoneringsit'sBulumnko.IshowAzole.



Azole:Lethim giveyousomemissedcalls,then

answerlateryou'rebusytoo.

Hecallsforsometime."MuntuwamiIknow you're

probablymadatme,butcanyoupleaseansweryour

phonesothatIcanexplain"Ilaughathismessage.I

showittoAzole.

Azole:He'stoocute,justanswerhisphone.

Me:Whathappenedtostallinghim?

Azole:Afterthismessage?Youhavetolistentothe

explanation.

Yothando:Whatareyoutwogossipingabout?

BeforeIanswermyphonerings.

Me:Yothandocanyoupleaseturndownthemusica

littlebit.

Yothando:sure.

Me:Bulumnko.

Bulumnko:NoZithulele,nobabynoNothing.

Me:Don'tpushit.



Bulumnko:okaysthandwasami.I'm sorryIwasbusy.

Iwasonconferencecall.MyPAPreciousanswered

myphone,ItwaswithhersinceIdidn'tneedany

disturbance.Iknow shewasrudewithyou,that's

how sheis.Shehasahugecrushonmebutshe

knowsI'm withyou,andIcan'tfireher.Herbrotheris

myfriend.

Me:Thentellhertokeepherlimits,yourphonemust

bewithyou,ratherswitchitoffandshemustcall

yousirnotB.You'resirtohershemustknowthat.

Bulumnko:She can hearyou ma'am,you're on

loudspeakerbabe.Soareyoustillangry?

Me:Maybealittle

Bulumnko:Sowhereareyounow?Imissyou.

Me:Nottodaylove.I'm spendingmydaywithmy

Friends.

Bulumnko:Okayletmenotkeepyouthen.Iloveyou

okay?

Me:IloveyoutooBabe.

Bulumnko:Bye!



HedropsthecallandIsmiled.

Azole:Soo?

Me:FindamanAzole.

Azole:Justtalk.

Itellhertheexplanation,shewantstomeetthis

Precious.Azoleisatroublemaker,she'smybackup

thatIknowof.

Wearriveatcanalwalk.

Gigi:I'm hungryguys,let'sgotoPrimi'sRestaurant.

Azole:You'retooexpensiveGigiyho,butlet'sgo.

Gigi:Azoleyouneedtospoilyourselfasaperson,

that'swhyyoureceivesalaryafteryourhardworking.

Topamperyourselfwhileyoustillcan.Onceyou

havekidsandaHusbandeverythingwillchange,

you'llhavetoputthem first.Sospoilyourselfwhile

youstillcanLove

Azole:Yespreachpastor'swife.

Yothando:Hallelujah.

Me:ButIagreewithyouGigi.



Azole:youtwoareboringthat'swhyyouinsiston

agreeingwiththesamething.

Gigi:Iwon'tansweryouAzole,I'm saneenoughto

loosemymind.

Welaugh.

Azole:Doyouhaveaproblem withmeGigi?

Welaughathershe'sjustmelodramatic.

Wemakeourwayintoprimi,thensettleddownina4

seattable.

Azole:Thislooksfancy.

Gigi:Don'ttellmeyou'veneverbeentoPrimi.

Azole:TheNicestrestaurantI'vebeentoisGrand

LifeCafe,whichNahikotookmeto.Idon'teast

money,Itreasuremoney.I'dratherbuyanexpensive

bottleofwineorchampagnethanfood.

We laugh,Azole reallydoes love herAlcohol.A

waitressattendedus,weorderedwine,anddifferent

typesoffoodbutourwinewasserved.

Azole:Thiswinetastesogood.



Yothando:waittillyoutastethefood,it'sdelicious.

Azole:You'remakingmehungrynow!

Welaugh,ourfoodcameweindulgehavinganice

conversation.AfterourLatelunch.

Gigi:I'llpaythebilly'allwillpaymeback!SinceI

knowyoudon'thavecashwithyou.

Me:That'sokaybyme.

Azole:metoo.

Yothando:Canwehavethebill.

Shesaythatlookingatthewaitress.

Waitress:Ohsorryma'am yourBillhavebeenpaid.

Azole:Bywho?

Waitress:ThoseMenoverthere!.

ItwastwoguysInsuits,theyraisedtheirGlassesat

us.

Azolesmiled.

Azole:Canyoupleasetellthem wesaythankyou.

Thewaitressgoestothattable.



Azole:TheylookRich!

Us:Azole!.

Azole:What?IshouldcometothusPrimimoreoften.

Welaughather.

Yothando:Noteverytimeyouhereyou'llgetaguy

whowillsettleyourbill.

Azole:Yeahwhatever.Y'allarejealous.

"Sorryma'am oneoftheGuysisaskingforyour

Number"

Shehandsmeapaperandapen.

Me:me?

Waitress:Yesyou.

Azole:Chomiwhydoyouhavetotakethem all?

Me:Azolethisisserioustheywantmynumber.

Azole:Givethem mine.

IwrotedownAzole'snumbers.ThenwriteAzole.I

gavethepapertothewaitress.

Azole slides herphone to me.Itrings unknown



number.

Me:Hello.

Person:Notonlyyou'rebeautifulyouhaveasweet

voicetoo.

Ilookintheirtableonehasaphoneinhisear.

Me:Wellthankyou!.

Guy:I'm Busanibytheway.

Me:Azole,asI'vewrittenitdown.Uhm thankyoufor

settlingOurbill.

Busani:ohyoudon'thavetoworryaboutit,canI

takeyououtfordinnermaybe?

Me:OhIcan'tI'm havingaGirl'sweekend.Nexttime.

Busani:Okayenjoybeautiful,I'llcallyoulater.

Me:Alrightbye.

Idropthecall.

Me:Canweleaveguys?

Azole:Why do you have to take them all.My

questionisstillpending.



Me:Youcanhavethisone,hewillcalllater.

Gigi:Andyou'reAzole.

Azole:Nothanks,I'm blockingthisone.

Yothando:Canwego.Wehavesomeshoppingtodo.

Westoodup,wedoashoppinggoingshopbyshop.

We'rebuyingclothes,yhoitfeelssogoodbuying

clotheswithyourownmoney!.Yourhard earned

money.NextyearI'llmissthat,speakingofschool.I

havetoapplyforNSFASbursaries.OtherwiseIwon't

behavingafundingformyself,soIhavetodo.

Azole:how aboutabottleofwineforeachperson,

justfortheroad.

Yothando:I'm in.

Gigi:I'm drivingbutIguessabottleofwinewon't

hurt.

Me:Whythehellnot?I'm in.

WemakeourwayatPick'nPayliquor.ThatBusani

guyusherewithhisFriend.He'snotthatbad,heis

handsomebutMyZithulele'sHandsome.Zithulele

njeisaGreekGod!.



Busani:Oh wemeetagain Azole,justthatwe're

closetoeachothernow.

Ifakeasmile..

Me:Yeah,Icanseeyourfacetoo.

Busani:Youreallyarebeautiful,youhaveaMelanin

drip.

Ichuckle,Iwantedtolaughsobad,hesoundslike

skrrskrrtype.

Me:Ohthankyou.

Gigipays.

Me:OhI'llseeyou.Ihavetoleave.

Busani:Awe,I'llseeyou.

Iwalkedout.

Me:ThisisaSkrrskrrinasuit.

TheylaughatwhatI'm saying.

Azole:thengivememyphonesothatIcanblock

him now!WewaitforGigitocomeback,shewentto

payattheparkingstationforparking.



Shecameback.Wegotinsidethecaroffwego.

.

Ekereoshotakabokaekotlatse

Ahhoshotakabokaekotlatse

Ahhoshotakabokaekotlatse

Ekereoshotakabokaekotlatse!(AyboYebo)x2

Bareshebile

Barekgalela

BareentseWindowShoppinghareyengsandtonx4

(ArgTxu)

Chomiareyesandton(HarengSandton)x8

AmantombazanaGirlin(Girlin)

Vayanemajita(Boyzins)

Eix

Thenyokochelela(Chelela)

Chomihareyesandton(Sandton)

Chomihareyesandton(hareyengsandton)x4



Amantombazanagirlin(Girlin)

Vayanemajita(Boyzins)

Eix

Thenyokochelela(Chelela)

ChomiHareyengsandton(sandton

Chomihareyesandton(hareyengsandton)

ArevengeAreyeng,Areyeng,Areyeng,Areyeng.

.

We'resingingalongtothissong,thisisAzoleand

mine'sFavouriteafteremcimbiniandLorch.

Azole:NowIfeellikegoingtotheGroove!

Me:IhatetoAgreewithyou,butIagreewithyouon

thisone.

Azole:You lowkey agree with me in each and

everythingIsay.

Yothando:CanwegotomorrowtotheGroove,Iwant

toslayinmynewclothes.

Gigi:Metoo.Ijustwanttobepretty.



Azole:AndNahikowilldoourmakeup

Yothando:howdidyouknowshecanmakemakeup?

Azole:ShedidmymakeuplastSunday,she'spretty

goodatit.EvenbetterthanGigi.

Yothando:She'sjustlazythat'sall.

Gigi:Then it's decided Nahiko is doing makeup

tomorrow.

Azole:Ijustcan'twait,andwewillmeetatmyplace.

Me:Yeah,it'syourplacetomorrow.

Gigi:GuysIthinkI'm gettingdrunkrightnow soI'll

dropy'allatmyplace,youcanrequestitwilltake

messthanaR100sinceyoudon'tstayfarfrom my

place.

Me:alrightlove.

Wearriveatherplace,I'm tired.Ijustwanttosleep,

werequestedourUbercame,Iwastipsyinavery

niceway.TheUberdropusinfrontiftheGate.There

wasaPolovivoinfrontoftheGate.

Me:Who'scaristhis?



Yothando:Ihavenocluebabes.

Wemadeourwayinside,Ifrozerightatthedoor.I

droppedmyshoppingbags,thiscannothappento

menotnow!

FIFTEEN

"NahikoBabyPleaseListentome"

Me:Don'tyoudaretryme,don'tyoufreakendare!.

Mthethowakhe:I'm sorry,Ijustcamehereinpeace.

Me:Peace?YouknowwhatMthethowakheFuckYou,

YoucanGotohellarggnxa!.

Mom:Mthethowakhepleaseleave.

Mthethowakhe:I'm notleavingtillshehearsmeout.

Me:TheI'lldoanhonourandleaveyouhere!.

Mom:thisManisleavingbaby,wenaGetout.

Mthethowakhe:I'm notleaving.

Me:Bye.

Itakemybag,andleave.IcallAzoleherphoneison

Voicemail.ItriedGigi,I'm sureshe'ssleepingshe



wenthardonthewineearlieron.Iwipethetears

thatarestreamingdown.TheLiverofthisman.I

requestanUber,itarrivesafter5minutes.

Me:Canyoudrive,I'lltellyouwhereI'm going.

MymotherandYothandoareshoutingmyname,I

can'tstandthatmanwithoutthinkingaboutkilling

him.

"Sthandwasami"

Me:Ineedyou!.

I'm acryingmass

Bulumnko:Babywhereareyou,I'm comingtofetch

yourightnow.

Me:I'm onmywaytoyourhouse.

Bulumnko:okayI'm waiting.

Idrop thecall,Ican'tbelieveIhaveto tellhim

everythingtoday,I'm scared.Tearsstream downas

pain,hurt,angerconsumeme.IfeellikeKillingthat

man,theAudacityofcomingbackaftermanyyears.

Towhat?Tocheckthedamagehemade.I'm still

broken,Istillfearhim heinstilledfearinme.



WearriveatBulumnko'splace.Ipaythedriver."Take

itasconsolingfee,justratemeandgivemea5star"

Godblesshim.CozR350would'vegonedownthe

Drain.The security Guy opened forme,he still

rememberme.I'm sureIlookugly,becauseI'm still

cryingallthethingshedidtomearefloodingmy

mind,IneedmyMan'sHugsothatIcancryariver

onhischest.

Iringabell,hecomewearinghisT-shirt,sweatpants

andsocks.

"Muhleza"Irunintohisarms,I'm aweepingmass.

Bulumnko:Don'tworryyou'resafewithme,shhdon't

crybaby.

Istopandwipemytears.

Bulumnko:Aretheremoretearscoming?.

Ilaugh,he'scutebutInodtoanswerHisquestion.

Bulumnko:I'm havingmyfriendsaround,howaboutI

fixyouabathandIfindawaytogetridofthem so

thatIcanbeallyours?Huh?

Inod.



Me:willtheyseemelikethis?

Helaughs

Bulumnko:ohyeahyoureallylooklikeamass,but

you'reaprettymassthough!.

Ilaugh.

Hetakesmyhand,thereare3GuysChillinginthe

loungedrinkingwhiskey.AndThere'sMungisihis

brotherthereand2GuysI'veneverseen.

WewalkupthestairswithoutsayinganythingtoHis

friend,wearrivedinthisHugeRoom thatisGreywith

atouchofwhitehereandthere.Isettleforthebed

whenhegotothebathroom.Ihearwaterrunning.

He's reallypreparing a bath forme.Aftersome

minuteshecomestoandhugme.

Bulumnko:Everythingwillbefineokay?

Inod.Ilovethefactthathedoesn'tforcemetosay

somethingoraskmequestions.

Bulumnko:TodayisyourLuckyDay,you'llsmelljust

likeme.

Ilaugh.



Me:Andthatwouldbeagreatthing,becauseI'm

obsessedwithyoursmell.

Bulumnko:come!.

Heshowsmethebathroom.

Me:ABubblebath,you'resocheesyZithulele.

Bulumnko:onlywhenitcomestoyou,I'm scoring

points.

Ilaughhe'sridiculous.

Bulumnko:letmegodownstairstothoseguys,tell

them toleaveandI'llfixyousomethingtoeatif

you'rehungryisthatokay?.

Me:Yeahit'sokayandI'm famished.

Bulumnko:Thentakeyourwekkdeservingbath.I'll

choosesomeclothesforyoutowear,I'llputthem on

topofthebed.

Me:Already.

Bulumnko:ILoveyouokay!?

Inod.



Me:Iloveyoutoo!

Hekissedmyforeheadthenleftmeinthishuge

bathroom.Ilockthebathroom doorthengotinside

thebathtub.

Iclosemyeyes,Iseehissweatyfaceontopofme.

Hisbrown eyesthatare so darkand dirty.Him

pumpingmelikeI'm someprostitute.Measkingfor

forgiveness in something Ididn'tdo,the smile

plasteredonhisfacewhenmymotherchasemeout

ofherhouse.TheSharpeyehegavemewhenIwent

tothepolicestation.Thescarshegaveme,thepain

he instilled in me,the fearhe instilled in me.I

thoughtI'vemovedonbutseeinghisfacebrought

backallthememories,myjourneytohealinggoes

backtosquareone.IthoughtI'vehealed,theysay

timehealsbutwhyam Inothealed?Whydoesit

havetobemewhosufferssomuchpain.WhatdidI

dotoGodforhim tohatemethismuch,I'venever

doneanyonewrong!.

Thewaterisnowcold,Idrymyselfthenlotionusing

hislotion,Idisposethewaterandcleanthetub.

WhenIreachthebedthere'saBacksweatpantanda



white T-shirt.These things are big to me but

nonethelessIlookcute.Therearesockstoo,one

thingInoticedaboutZithulelehedoesn'tlikeshoes

whenhe'sinhisplace.Heprefersocksorrather

walkbarefoot.

Iwalkintothishugemirrorthelookatmyself,so

innocentmysmilethebestthingthatcomesfrom

myface.I'm beautifulfrom theoutsideappearance.

ButinsideI'm broken,I'm shattered.

"Youlookcute"

Me:Thanksbabe.

Bulumnko:now comeandeatI'lltakeashowerso

long!.

Me:Alright.

There's a burgerand fries.Maybe him and his

friendshadtakeouts.Ieattheburgerandfriesand

downitwithjuice.Igodostairstothekitchen,it's

cleanIwashtheplateandtheGlass.Igobackto

bedhe'swearingjustlikeme..

Me:ArewesomeCouplegoals?.



Itease.

Bulumnko:NgimdalangingakanjaloweNahiko.[I'm

oldenoughNahiko]

Ilaughathisstatement,he'salwayscheesywithme,

butwhenItrytobecheesyhepullstheI'm old

enoughcard.

Me:yeahyeah.

Bulumnko:Let'sgetyoutobed,sothatyoucantell

mewhat'sbotheringyou.

IthinkofmymotherandYothando,I'm suretheyare

worriedandmyphonebatteryisflat.

Me:CanImakeaPhonecallfirst,I'm suremyfamily

isworriedaboutme..

Bulumnko:Sure.

Hehandsmehisphone,waitthisisme,it'saside

pictureofmeInthatcliffplayingwithmyAfro.He

stealpicturesofmejustlikeIdotohim.

Me:Youknow youcanasktotakepicturesofme

insteadifstealingmine.



Bulumnko:Sameapplieswithyoumadam.

What?He knows.Ilaugh as Idialmymother's

number.Itringsonceandsheanswers.

"Hello".

Me:mamait'sme,I'm safe.

Mom:Babywhereareyou,I'm sosorryIdidn'teven

know he'sbackincapetown.Pleasecomeback

home.

Me:Ishe,(sigh)ishestillthere?

Mom:No,wehadtocallthepoliceforhim toleave.

Me:I'llseeyoutomorrow.

Mama:Baby.

Me:Yes?

Mom:I'm sorry,andIloveyousomuchIwon'tlet

thatmanwinagain.

Me:It'sokayIloveyoutoobye.

Idropthecall.IlookatBulumnkohe'slookingatme,

withthatintenseandterrifyingloom ofhis.



Me:Don'tlookatmelikethat.

Bulumnko:Likewhat?

Me:LikethatmarnBulumnko.

Hechuckles.

Bulumnko:Wozaembhedeni.[Cometobed]

Heopentheblanketsforme,Isleepnexttohim,he

makesmelayonhischest,andhe'sbrushingmy

hair.

Bulumnko:Thishairstylistsuitsyou.Umuhle.[You're

beautiful].

Me:Thankyoubabe.

Bulumnko:KhulumanamiMuntuwami,yiniinkinga,

yiniLeikuhluphayo.[Talkto memylove,what's

botheringyou?]

Me:As you know thatwhen Iwas 13 Iwentto

EasternCape.Irememberwhenyouaskedmewhy

didIgotoeasternatsuchayoungage.TheAnswer

toyourquestionisWhatmademecry!.

Hebrushesmyhair,asfreshtearsstartswateringhis



chest,he'snotsayinganything.

Me:youknow mymotherisanurseright,10years

back she was stilla nurse,she used to work

nightshiftsandwewouldn'thaveaproblem because

wehadmystepfathertolookoutforus.Hewasa

verylovingme.HetreatedmeandYothandoina

verynicewaylikewewerehisownkids.Tocometo

thinkofit,heclosedthegapofafatherandhe

became one.Itrusted him more than my own

mother.Hewasneverbusywhenmymotherwould

beatwork.Hewasalwaysthereforme,whenIhave

someawardceremoniessinceIwasabrainy.Iwas

smartatschoolandheusedtocongratulateme,and

motiveYothando to do morethanshedoes.We

neverlackedanythingwhenhewaswithus.Buton

this faithfulNightallthose thing changed.He

became a monster,he Raped me.He took my

innocenceinaveryinhumanething.Fora13year

oldIdidn'tdeservewhathedidtome.

Bulumnko'sbodystiffen,he'sbecoming tensehe

holdsmetightly.

Me:HeRapedmedayafterday.Whenmymother



wasworkinghewouldcomeandforcehisway.He

wanted to thesamething to Yothando,Ihad to

protecthershecouldn'tsurvivewhatIwentthrough.

Hewillbeatme,andleavescarsandbruisesinmy

body.Icouldn'ttheanyoneIwasscaredofhim.

Yothandosawhim.Andhethreatenedhertoo.Once

I'vehadenoughIdecidedtovoiceout,itoldmy

mother.Shedidn'tbelieveme.Shecalledmebyall

sortsofbadnames.Iwenttothepolicethedidn't

believeme,Ididn'tgetanyjustice.Uhadtoleave

and staywith myGrandmotherin Eastern Cape.

Yearslatermymom wouldcalltoapologise,she

wouldcallmygrandmother.AfterMyGrandmother

passedawayIdidn'twanttostayineasterncape.I

forgave mymother,she arranged thatIgo and

attendsometherapysinceIhadnightmaresofwhat

happenedwhenIwasyoung,onthatdaywhenyou

droppedmeinthatcentre,it'swhereIattendmy

therapysession.BeingtherehealsorIthoughtI

havehealed.He'sback,theaudacity.Heevenstood

firm thathe'sstaying,thathewantstotalktohim.I

couldn'tlookathim intheeye,I'm scaredofhim.But

Ijustwanttoholdhim andkillhim withmyown



handssothatthepainheheinstalledinmewould

goaway,sothatIcanleavefreely,sothatIcanheal

andmoveon.Isthat'stoomuchtoask?Thepain,

hurt.SadnessIam feelingmakesmyheartheavy.All

Iwanttodoistolivefreely,am IcursedthatIcan't

behappy?EachandeverytimeI'm tryingtobehappy,

blackcloud surround mylife,am Ithatunlucky?

When am Igoing to gethappiness? When is

everythinggoingtobeokay?Whyme,Ihaven'tdone

anythingwrongtoanyone.WhatwasmysintoGod

thathecanpunishmelikethis?Don'tIdeservetobe

happy,to livelifelikeanyotheryoungadult.I'm

questioningmyexistenceinlife,Idon'twannalive

anymoreifthisisthelifeIam cutforthenIdon't

wanttolivebyit.

Bulumnko:Stoptalkinglikethatmylove,ILoveyou.I

am hereforyou,Iwillneverleaveyouokay.Please

stoptalkinglikethat,ithurtsmetoseeyoucrying

thusmuch.I'm herenow I'm protectyou,nooneI

meannoonewilldoashe/shepleaseswithyou.You

havemenow,everythingwillbealright.

Me:How canyoulovesomeonethisbroken?I'm



brokenbeyondrepairs,I'm unluckyIdon'tdeserve

you.

Bulumnko:It'smewhodoesn'tdeserveyou.Itold

youthatyou'rerarethere'snoonelikeyou.You're

puremyLove.Inmyeyesyou'reinnocent,you're

beautiful.Iam luckytohaveyouinmylife.I'm not

perfectNahiko,Idon'tknow how manytimesI've

toldyouthisbutyeahIhavemyflawsbutIwillkeep

onlovingyounomatterwhat.

Me:Iloveyouokay?IloveyousomuchMkhize,

you'remysanity,you'remysafeplace.

Bulumnko:Ilove you too,you're mysanitytoo.

You'remycalmness.Iwouldnevertradeyoufor

anything.

Ihughim tightly.

Bulumnko:AreyoudonewithyourRiverJordan?

Ilaugh,hestillmakesmelifeinthissituation.I'm

luckytohavehim inmylife.

Me:yesI'm done,Iwon'tcryagain.

Bulumnko:okayletmegoandchangemyT-shirt.



He'st-shirtissowet.Hechangeditthencameback

tobed..

Bulumnko:You'reaprettymass..

Me:Iknowbutthankyou.

Bulumnko:ain'tyoutired?ComeI'llsingforyoutill

youfaasleep.

Me:Yousingforme?Haythanks..

Bulumnko:Justputyourheadinmychestandrelax.

FeelmyheartbeatI'llsingforyou,andyouwillfall

asleep.

.

IfIain'tgotnothing

Igotyou

IfIain'tgotsomething

'CauseIgotitwithyou

Idon'tknowmuchaboutalgebra

Oneplusoneequalstwo

Andit'smeandyou



That'sallwe'llhavewhentheworldisthrough

Weain'tgotnothingwithoutlove

Darlingyougotenoughforthebothofus

Makelovetome

Whenmydayslooklow

Pullmeincloseanddon'tletmego

Makelovetome

Sowhentheworld'satwar

Letourlovehealusall

Makelovetome(me,me,me,me)oh,oh

Makelovetome

Hey,Idon'tknowmuchaboutgunsbutI

I'vebeenshotbyyou

AndIdon'tknowwhenI'm gon'diebutIhope

ThatI'm gon'diebyyou

AndIdon'tknowmuchaboutfightingbutI

IknowIwillfightforyou



AndjustwhenIballupmyfistIrealize

I'm layingrightnexttoyoubaby

Weain'tgotnothingbutlove

Anddarlingyougotenoughforthebothofus

Makelovetome

Whenmydayslooklow

Pullmeincloseanddon'tletmego

Makelovetome

Sowhentheworld'satwar

Letourlovehealusall.

.

Ididn'tknowhelistenstoBeyonce,butmymanhas

anamazingvoice,100timesbetterthanme.God

gavemealotoftalentsbutsingingisnotofit,it's

justnotforme.AndItalkinsteadofsingingsoyeah.

I'vemanagedtofallasleepinthearmsandand

chestoftheManILovewithallmyheart.

.



GoodnightIloveyouAll.

Admin.

SIXTEEN.

"BythetimeyoureadthisletterI'llbelonggone,I

havemadebreakfastit'sintheOven.Hadtorushto

workbutI'llsurelybebackbeforenoon.Iloveyou"

ArggsuchaBadwriting,butnonethelessIsmileat

thethought.Imakemywaytothebathroom.Iwash

myfaceandmouth.Myeyesareswollenwithallthe

cryingI'vebeendoing.

Iwalkdownstairs,there'sawoman.He'sbackis

facingme.Iquicklyturn.

"Sawubona"[Hello]

Iturnslowly,Ismilelookingather.She'sbeautifulno

lie,shelookslikemymom'sAge.

Me:Hello.

Her:You'rebeautiful,takeaseatI'vemadesome

Lunch.

Me:Thank.



Her:NginguMamkhizeminaungubaniwena?[Iam

Mamkhizeandyou're?]

Me:Nahiko

Mamkhize:That'sabeautifulname.Justlikeyou.

Me:Thankyouma.

Mamkhize:Ididn'tevenaskhow areyouthough.

Howareyou?

Me:I'm goodma,andhowareyou?

Mamkhize:Iam Goodbaby.Youlooklikeyou've

beenCrying,didZithulelehurtyou?

OhGoshshe'sdefinitelyZithulele'smother.

Me:Nohedidn'tdoanything,I'm notfeelingwell.But

I'llbefine.

Shegavemeaveryintimidatinglook,Ilookeddown

playingwithmyhands.IneverthoughtI'dmeetmy

Boyfriend'sMotherlikethis,it'swhat?2weeksdating

hisSonandI'm alreadymeetingupwithher,Iknow

maybehecametoseehisSon.ButyhoIwasnever

read.



Me:ThisteaisGood,bestteaI'veevertested.

Mamkhize:It'schamomileMadewithlove,that'sall

needtomakeitthebest.

Now Iknow whereZithulelegotthatkillersmileof

his.This woman's smile is a killersmile,she's

beautiful.She'sareallifeangel.

Mamkhize:let'sgotothediningtablesothatwecan

eatandhaveachat.

Me:CanIhelpyouwithanything?

Mamkhize:Yes,pleasetakethejuiceandglasses.

ItaketheJuiceand2Glasses.I'm scaredofthechat

thatI'm abouttohavewithher,whatifshewantsme

to leave herchild? Rightnow I'm nervous,I'm

followinghertillshearriveatthetable,shesetsthe

platesforus.Iputdownthejuiceandglasses.She

dishoutforthebothofus.OhmyGosshehasmade

macandcheesewithbaconbitsontopanditsmells

sogoodIjustcan'twaittotasteit.ItakeaseatNext

toher.

Mamkhize:SoNahikotellmeaboutyourself.



Shelooksatmeandgivesmeawarm smile.

Me:I'm Nahiko I'm 23 years old.I'm currently

workingasacleaner,butnextyearI'llbestudying

I'm working on getting my Psychology Studies

Degree.And I'm Gugulethu Ilive there with my

mother,sisterandtwinsaboyandgirl.Myfather

passedawaywhenIwas5yearsold.Igrew upin

easterncapewhereIwasstayingwithGrandmother

who justpasses away3months back.That's all

aboutme.

Mamkhize:Ohhthat'snice,soyou'reapsychologist?

Ichuckle.

Me:Nonotno,after2yearsofmystudies,I'llbe

doingmy3rdyearthendomylastyearnextofnext

year.

Mamkhize:that'sgreat,butwhatstoppedyoufrom

yourstudies?

Me:as Iwas saying Iwas staying with my

grandmotherineasterncapeIwasalsostudying

thereatWalterSisuluUniversityandstayingatRes.I

hadtolookaftermysickGrandmotherIcouldn't



focusonmystudiesandlookafterhertoo.Soo

droppedoutandhelpedhertillshegaveuponlife

andpassedaway.

Mamkhize:I'm sorrybaby,I'm sureitwassadforyou.

Me:Youhavenoidea,Iowedmylifetothatwomen,

Iwouldn'tbehereifitwasn'tforherwhenIalmost

gaveuponlife,wheneveryoneturnedtheirbackat

meshewasthereforme.Shewasmysupport

system,myeverything.Herdeathhithardonme,I

neverexpectedsuchfrom hershewasawonderful

women,shewastheheartoftheruralareawherewe

usedtolivein.Wewouldgohungrywhileshegives

otherpeopleourfoodshewasthatselfless.Shehad

somuchwisdom,shewouldspeaksomesensein

me.Imisshereachandeverydayadaydoesn'tpass

bywithoutmissinghervoicethewordsinmyheart

thatshelikedtosayis"Yazimntanam bubom obu,

soze bubemnandikuzobakho iiminiapho ufune

ukuyekela yonke into,kodwa uzungaze uyekele

ubomibukohlulemayibanguweowahlulaumhlaba."

Whichmeansthat'youknow mychildthisislife,it

willneverbenicetherewilldays,whereyou'llwantto



giveuponeverythingbutnevergiveuponlifenever,

letlifegiveuponyou".Iwouldalwaystakethose

wordsintomyheart,yesterdaywasjustanotherday

thatIwishedIcoulddie,allthepainthatIwas

feelingwasunbearable.YesterdayIjustwantedto

numbthepain,Iwantedtostoplivingbutherwords

keptmealive.Idon'tknow reallywherewouldIbe

withthatman.

Mamkhizeenvelopesmeintoahug,Icryinherarms.

He hug is so warm itjustreminds me ofmy

GrandmotherBhelekazi.

Mamkhize:YourGrandmotherwasright,shewas

trulyaphenomenonwomen.Keepintoherwords

andyou'llnevergowronginlife,andshe'sright.

Nevergive up on life you neverknow whatit's

installedforyou,lifecansurpriseyou.Juststaytrue

toyourselfneverchangeforanyone,notevenformy

son.Beyoumygirl.

Me:WhenIwas13Iwasraped,Iwasrapedby

someone Itrusted the most,someone whom I

trustedmorethatmyveryownmothermystepfather.

After10yearsofnotseeinghim yesterdayhecame



tomyhome,Hebroughtbackallthepain,sadness,

angerandmemoriesofwhathappened10years

back.Iwantedtoforget,Iwasreallyonmyjourney

onhealingbuthejusttookmebacktozero.Seeing

hisfacebroughtallthepainandfearheinflictedon

me,Iwantedtokillhim hehadalivertocomeup

andwanttoseeme.Idon'tknowwhotoldhim Iwas

backfrom Easterncape,he'sthereasonIwentto

easterncape.IwanttomoveonwithmylifeIwant

to forgetaboutthe rape,Ijustwantto be that

Selfless,cheerfulNahiko.ButIcan'tmylifeison

holdallbecauseofmypastbecauseofhim,I've

neverhaterapersonmorethanIhatehim.Ijust

can'tbringitinmetoforgivehim,thatwouldbethe

hardestthingthathaseverhappenedonme.I'm a

veryforgivingpersonbutwhenitcomestohim it's

sohard,it'ssohardmaIcan't..

IcryIherarms,she'salsocryingIcouldfeelher

tearsonmyshoulder.

Mamkhize:youknowItoowasraped,notonlythatI

wastraffickedthatmeansIwasasexslave,ifit

wasn'tforBab'uMkhizemyhusbandIdon'tknow



wherewouldIbe,butbabedoyouknowwhatmade

mecarryonwithlifeandputthatallatthebackof

myhead.Iforgavethem,Iknew Godhasawayof

dealingwithhispeople.IgotclosurewhenIforgave

them.I'm notonetopunishbutGodis,everything

willpassandbabyyou'reonestrongwomenI'veever

met.JustputyourfaithandtrustinGod,trustmehe

willpunishhim foryou.Forgivehim justforthesake

ofyourselfandsanity,attendtherapyallwillbefine.

Ithelpedmesurelyitwillhelpyoutoo.

Me:Thankyou,Idon'tknowwhyIfeltasifIshould

talktoyou,butmytherapistalwaystalkinghelps

thantokeepthingsatheartandIfeelrelivednow,

andI'm sorryaboutwhathappenedtoyou.

Mamkhize:don'tbemychild,wedon'taskforwhat

happenstous,Goddecidesit'seitherwelearnfrom

thatorwe walk awayfrom a situation.Butwe

alwayslearnaboutGod'swayofdoingthingsandwe

cannotquestion God.Hecreated us,wearehis

peopleweabidebyhim allwehavetodoistotrust

inhim.Nowwipethosetears.

Imovefrom andwipemytears.



"Hawu mamkhize yini inkinga,kwenzekani lana

Nikhalelani"[Mamkhizewhat'stheproblem,what's

happeningherewhyareyoutwocrying?]

That'sBulumnko,hermotherwipesherTearsand

goestohissonwithasmile,shehugshim.She's

shortjustlikemesoherheadisinZithu'schest.I'm

sureZithulele'sFatheristallbecausemlungisihis

brotherisalsotall.

Mamkhize:Baby,youdidn'teventellusthatwehave

anewbride.

Bulumnko:Youandyourhusbandjustlikethings,

whatareyouevendoing.

Mamkhize: Zithulele ngiwu nyoko ngiyakuzalo

usukhohliwe lokho?[Zithulele have you forgotten

thatI'm yourmotherIgavebirthtoyou]

Bulumnko:Iwasjustjoking,youknow mosyou're

myFirstwifeIwasgoingtotellyou.Sohaveyou

metyoursisterwife?She'sbeautifulright?

Mamkhize:Verybeautiful,I'm jealous.



Bulumnko:Youdon'thavetobe,you'llalwaysbethe

MostSecondbeautifulwomenafterherofcourse.

Mamkhize:Zithu!

Shehitshim onhisarm playfully.

Helaughsthrowinghisheadback,thatlaughofhis

thatmademeFallinlovewithhim moreandmore!.

Mamkhize:I've made Mac and cheese.we were

abouttoeat,seatdownI'lldishforyou.

Ohyeah,wewereabouttoeatandsheaskedabout

me,andweendedupcryinghowfunny.

Bulumnko:Doyouseewhyyou'remyfirstlove,Ilove

youMkami.[Wife]

Bulumnko:heybaby,youfine?

Heaskedmewhilekissingmeonmyforehead.

Me:YesI'm fine.

Mamkhize:JusteatandI'llbeoutofhere,Ineedto

telluMkhizeaboutourmakoti.

Bulumnko:yousee?Iknew you'lltellyourhusband

youtwowillgossipaboutthiseveryday.I'llbethe



talk,yourhusbandwillevencometomyhousedaily

youknowhowheis..

Mamkhizelaughsathisson.

Mamkhize:I'm stilltellinghim.

Bulumnko:Iwasn'tstoppingyou.

Shelaughsathisson,Zithuleleisamama'sboyI'm

sureofit.

Weeatinsilence,acomfortablesilence.

Mamkhize:ishouldwashthedishesandleave.

Me:there'snoneedma,I'llwashthem

Mamkhize:areyousure?

Bulumnko:Yesshe'ssureI'llevenwashthem too,

youcanleavemamkhize.

Helaughs.

Mamkhize:Zithulelewhatareyougoingtodowhen

I'm nothere?

Bulumnko:I'llstaywithmybeautifulwomen,wash

dishesandtakeherhome.That'sallhappy?



Mamkhize:IhaveenoughGrandkidsfornow,please

waitforZentogrow Shea5kidsinonethatchild.

Fornow nomorekidsIcan'tdeal,you'llmakeme

agereallyfast.

ZithuandIlaughather.

Bulumnko:YoushouldtellMlungisithat,he'sthe

babymaker.DidhetellyouOyisaispregnantagain?

Mamkhize:Youlie.

Bulumnko:that'sthetruth.

Mamkhize:youknow Ishouldputthatgirlonbirth

control,Mlungisiwillruinheryho!

Sheclapsonce.

Bulumnko:yeahyoushould,Ican'thavemorekids

whenminecomewhatIwilldo.Pleasedo.

I'm watchinginamusement,Zithuleleisgossiping

withhermother.

Mamkhize:Iwilltalktoher,youknowwhat?Letme

gototheirhouseandit'saweekendtheyarehome

notatwork.



Bulumnko:Yeahanddon'tsayyou'vehearditfrom

me.

Mamkhize:trustmeIwon'tbaby.

Heee!Ican'tbelievethis.I'm laughinginside.

Mamkhize:makotiI'llseeyou,rememberwhatwe

talkedaboutright?

Inod.

Me:YesI'llalwaysremember,thankyouforbeing

thereforme.

Mamkhize:Iwillalwaysbethereforyou,I'lltakeyour

numbersfrom myhim.I'llgiveyouacallsometimes

butdon'tbeatyourselfup.

Me:Iwon't,thankyou.

Shehugsme,andwehugforthelongesttime.

Bulumnko:mashe'smine,justleavenow!

Mamkhize:I'lltellyourbrotheryoutheonewhotold

me.

Bulumnko:youwouldn't!.



Mamkhize:yesIwould,Byenahikobaby.

Shekissedmycheekandleftjustlikethat.

Zithucametomeandhuggedme.

Bulumnko:Imissyou,comehere.

HekissmeandIjoinin,thekissisfilledwithalotof

emotions.

"Iforgotmycarkeys,yheeystopthatIhaven'tbeen

goneforaminuteyetyoutwoareoneachother's

throat"

Zithugroansinmymouthbeforepullingout.

Zithu:Mathisismyhouse.

Mamkhize:AndIam stillyourmother

Zithu:Okaywhereareyourcarkeys?

Mamkhize:probablyinthekitchenIdon'tknow,let

megoandcheck.

ShegoestothekitchenandIlookatZithulelehe

sighs.

Mamkhize:Foundthem,andpleaselockthedoor



nexttime.

Zithu:Yesmadam.

Sheleavesagain.

Me:Yourmotherisagoodwomen,youmustbe

proudtobeherson.

Zithu:I'm veryproud,she'sastrongwomanjustlike

you.Howareyoufeelingnow?

Me:IfeltbetterjustafterItalkedwithyourmother.

Zithu:it'sgoodthatshelikesyou,shehatedmyEx

Girlfriend.Iwasscaredtotellheraboutyou,Ididn't

wantyoutogothroughwhatmyexwentthrough,

butshewasrightabouther,shewasn'tgoodenough

forme.IcamerushingwhenIsawhercaroutside.

Me:Ijustsawawomaninyourkitchen,whenIwas

abouttogobackupstairsshetalked,she'salittlebit

intimidating.

Zithu:Youareluckyshedidn'tgiveyouatoughtime,

OyisamyBrother'swife,hadaverydifficulttimewith

Mamkhize.ShethoughtshewasaGolddigger.But

eventuallyshewarmeduptoher.



Me:IguessIwaslucky.

Zithu:Noshefellinlovewithyouthemomentshe

laidhereyesonyoujustlikehisson.You'reso

beautiful,buttearsdoesn'tsuityou.

Ilaugh.

Me:SoMryou'retryingtosayIlookuglywhenI'm

crying?

Zithu:what?Me?NoIdidn'tsaythatSthandwaSam.

Ihughim asIlaymyheadinhischest,hetakesme

intohisarm.

Me:HaveItoldyouhowmuchIloveyou?

Zithu:Noyoutellme.

Ihithim onhischest.

Zithu:you'resuchabully,andIwasjusttellingthe

truth.

Me:mxxm,butyeahIloveyouMkhize,somuch.

You'rethemostimportantpersoninmyliferight

now,Iwouldn'ttradeyouforanything.Thankyoufor

stayingwithme,thismeansalottome.Idon'twant



tolooseyou,IwouldbedamnedifIlooseyou.Ilove

youkhabazela.

Heblushes.

Me:Areyoublushing?

Zithu:Areyoutalkingtome?

ngiyindodayomzuluminaindodayangempelaIdon't

blushbutwhenyoucallmeKhabazelasomethingin

memoves.[Iam aZuluman,Irealman].

Iblush.

Zithu:yousee,theseblushingthingsareforyounot

me.AndSthandwasamiIloveyou,onlyyou.Iwould

neverchooseanyonebutyou,youaremine.Losing

youisnotoptional,Iwouldneverloseyounorwill

youloseme,am Iclear?.

Inod.

Zithu:Ingizwa?[I'm nothearinganything]

Hewantswords.

Me:YessirYou'reclear.

Zithu:That'sgoodnowcomehere!



Hegivesmeakiss,thisGuycanreallykiss.Hepulls

outandkissmeonmyforehead.

Zithu:Iboughtsomeclothesforyoutochange.

Me:Thanks,letmegoandtakeashowerthen.So

thatIcanwearthese.

Zithu:Sure,I'llwashthedishessolong.

Itaketheplasticsandgostraightinhisroom,Itake

ashower.Ilotion.Thereasomenew pantieshere

andtheyaredefinitelymysizehow didheknow?I

worethem andtheyperfectlyfit.There'snobra!He

knowsIdon'twearbras?Iwearthejeansandwhite

T-shirt.There'sawhiteAirforcesize4!.

IfeelsobadthatifIweretoreturnthefavourand

buyhim clothes,Iwouldn'tbeabletocomewith

perfectsizes..Itakemyback,Ican'tseetheclothes

Icamewearinglastnight!.Yeahmarn,Geezhesaw

thesizes thereifeltbadfornothing,Itakemybag

downstairs,Ifellfree,IfeelfreshandIfeelgood.

"Youlookgood"

Hewaswatchingsoccer.



Me:Thanks,andtheyperfectlyfit.Howdidyouknow

mysizes?

Zithu:Iknoweverythingaboutyoumylove,howcan

youaskthat?

Ilaugh.

Me:SoReadingthesizeofmyclothesontheirlabels

ispartifknowingeverything?

Helaughssohard,thatmanlylaughofhisandI

watchinadmiration,thismanisbeautifulifImay

say!

Zithu:am Ibusted?

Me:yessir.

Helaughs.

Zithu:Soareyoureadytogohome?Youcanstayas

muchasyouwanthere!

Me:It'sokay,I'm suremymotherisworriedaboutme.

IfanythinghappensyouknowI'llcallyou.

Zithu:Pleasedocallmelove.

Me:Iwill.



Zithu:NowcomeandgiveyourManakiss.

Ichuckle,andgotohim.Wekissforthelongest

time.Hetakesmyhandandweleft!.

SEVENTEEN

Iarriveathome,thetwinsareplayingoutside.

Sikelelwarunstome.

Sikelelwa:sisi!.

Sheshoutscomingtome.

Me:heybaby,howareyou?

Iaskhuggingher.

Sikelelwa:I'm good,wherewereyoulastnight?I

missyou.

Me:Imissyoutoobaby!

Sikelela:Whatme?

Me:Youtooboy!Letmegetinsidethehouse.

Ileavethem playingoutside,Imakemywayin.My

motherisinherownworld,Ican'tseeYothando

she'sprobablysleeping.



Me:Mom!

Shelooksmyway,andcomesrunning.

Mom:Baby,areyouokay?

She'scheckingmeout.

Ilaughather.

Me:I'm okaymom there'snoneedforyoutoworry

I'm fine.

Mom:Areyousuremybaby?

Me:YesIam sure,asyoucanseeI'm fine.

Mom:Iwantustotalk,canwegoandtalkinyour

room?

Me:okayfine.

Wewalkintomyroom andseatonmybed.She

looksatmeandheavesasigh.

Mom:10 Years back you and Mthetho were

inseparable,you had a bond ofa Fatherand a

daughter.NothingcamebetweentheTwoofyou,

youregardedhim asyourfather.Hewastherefor

youwhenIwasn't,whenyourschoolhadparents



teachermeeting he would be there foryou and

Yothando,whenthere'sawardsceremonyhewas

thereforyoubutIwasn't.Youlovedhim morethan

youlovedmeyourmother,hewasthereforyou

protectedyouinharmsway.Whenyoutoldmewhat

hedidtoyou70%ofmedidn'tbelieveyoubut30%

believedyou.ThereasonIdidn'tbelieveyouwas

howhewassogoodtoyouandtoldmethat.Iwas

blindedbuttheGoodthingshedidforyou,apartof

medidn'twanttobelievethatafterthebondyou

shared Iwondered whatwentwrong with you,I

thoughtyouhatethefactthathe'snotrealFather

andnowyouhatethefactthathewasthere.Ididn't

knowwhata13yearoldwouldthink,Iwasblinded.I

know allofthisdoesn'tjustifythefactthatusaid

thosewordstoyouonceagainI'm sorry,afterItook

youtoEasterncapeIhadastrongeyetohim,Ihad

towatchhiseverymoveofhim withYothando.I

evenaskedatworktonotworknightshift,Ididn't

want everything happened to you happen to

Yothandoaswell,Iregrettedmydecisionofletting

yougo,Icalledmotherandshetoldmetogiveyou

time.He suddenlychanged he became cold,he



startedhittingmeandheforcedhimselfonme,but

inallofthatIprotectedYothandofrom him.After2

yearsofthat,heleftandnevercamebackIwasglad.

ButIwaspregnantwhenhelefthedidn'tknow.

WhenIusedtocallyouandaskforforgivenesshe

was notleaving here anymore,Iwanted you to

forgiveme.Iwasneverthere,Ididn'tknowthatthe

manwasamonster.FortherestofmylifemychildI

willdyeaskingforanapology.Ihopeyoufinditin

yourhearttoforgiveme,Iloveyoubaby,Iloveyou

somuch...

Ijusthugher.

Me:Forgivenessishealing,forgivenessisfinding

closure.Iforgaveyoualongtimeagomamastop

apologisingnow,justknow thatIforgaveyouandI

loveyoutoo!.

IjustusedMamkhize'swords,rightnowtheyarein

myheart.

Iwipehertears.

Mom:I'vemadesomechickenwraps.

Me:I'm stillfull,I'lleatlaterthough.Where's



Yothando?

Mom:Inherroom sleeping,shesaidyoutwoare

goingouttonightwithFriends.

Me:Ohyeah,Iforgotaboutthat.

Mom:Besafekemyloveokay.

Me:Yeswewillbesafe.

Ihugherforthelasttime,She'smyworldnowsince

Bhelekaziisnomore.

ShegoestothekitchenIwalkintoYothando'sroom.

Me:Bitchhhh!

Shescreams,wasn'tshesleepingnah?

Yothando:youback?Iwasworriedaboutyou.

Me:I'm herenow.

Yothando:I'm glad,wherewereyou?

Me:AtZithulele'splace.

Yothando:Azolesaidyou'retheresurely.Bothher

andGigiweworriedaboutyou.Now let'stellthem

you'refine,arewestillgoingout?



Me:Yeahwhynot.

ShevideocallAzoleandGigi.

Azole:Hasn'tshecomehome?

Me:I'm here!

Gigiwherewereyou?Wewereworriedaboutyou.

AfterYothandotoldusyoudisappearedafterafight

withyouruncle.

Azole:Areyouokaythough?

Me:Iam fineguys,Iwaswithzithu.Itriedcalling

youtwo butyourphonesdidn'tgo through,so I

calledhim andwenttohisplace.

Azole:I'm gladthatyou'reokay.

Gigi:Metoobabes,ThankGod.

Azole:soarewestillgoingout?

Me:YeahI'm game

Yothando:Metwo

Gigi:Methree.

Azole:Sothere'sthisClub,ClubIrisinTown,it'sLit



guys.It'selegantandexclusive.Youwon'tfindkids

thereevenrichguysgothere.Funisthatclub.

Gigi:It'ssoundsexpensive.

Azole:Yeahthat'swhereyouandIaregoingtoget

Man,sincethetwosistersareinaRelationship,you

didn'tmindwastingmoneyonfoodyesterdayand

wedidn'tevenpay,mam willpaydon'tworry.Nahiko

willmakeusprettythenweenterthem.

Yothando:Ican'twaitthencanitbelatealready?

Gigi:We'rewearingthenewclothesright?

Yothando:Duhh!That'sobvious.

Azole:NahikoandGigipleaseweardresses.

Me:Iwasplanninginwearingonegeezbabugirl.

Azole:weneverknowwithyou,andyouGigi?

Gigi:yeahI'llwearadress.

Azole:sowewillbedressinguphereatmyhouse?

Us:That'sobvious.

Azole:Haibosanundityanonkekalok,nathethanam



yangathinehlaemthini.Niphambene?[Don'ttalklike

that,talkingasifyou'regettingoffatree,arey'all

insane?]

Gigi:SibadalakeMhimhikuwe,susuqhela.Sihlekene

nawegqithingoku.[Weareolderthanyoudon'tfuck

withyou.We'velaughedwithyouforfartoolong

now]

Azole:GeezIwasJokingGog'uGigi

Wealllaugh,nevertakewhatAzolesaidintoheart.

Yothando:ThisismyAirtime,we'llsheyouguysnow

now.

Gigi:yeah,I'lltakeashowerthenleave.

Me:pleasebringyourmakeupkitanddon'tforget.

Gigi:alright.

Wesaidourbyes.

Yothando:helpmechoosewhattowear.

Me:Thisblackglitterydresswilldo,wearitwithyour

silverHeel.

Yothando:Icouldnevergowrongwithyou.Thanks



love.

Me:You'rewelcome.

Iwalkintomyroom ItookoutmyplasticIdidn'tbuy

alotofdressesyesterday.ButI'llwearthisopen

back Rainbow Bandage Dress.With my yellow

strappedheel.

Ipackthedresswiththeheelandthemakeupkit.I

won'ttakeashowerIstillsmellmymine,andIwant

tosmelllikethisthewholenightsothatIwon'thave

toforgetabouthim.

"NahikotheUberisherecome"she'sshoutingfrom

thelounge.Itakethebagandmakemyout.

WearriveatAzole'sflatinnotime.

Sheattacksmewithahugassoonasweopenthe

door.

Azole:Iwasscaredforyou,butI'm gladyou'resafe.

"Wewanttoentertoosoladiesmove"whendidshe

arrive..

WemovebothherandYothandomakestheirwayin.



Gigi:Wedon'thavetimebabygirl,pleaseworkyour

magic,I'm thefirstone.

Ihaven'tevenrelaxedabitbutit'sfine.

Iapplymakeuponthem andtheylookbeautifulI

applyitonmetoo.Ichangedthenworethefreeand

heel.

Azole:ArgghmybestFriendiswayyhotterthan

yourspeople.

Yothando:Gigiyou'remybestfrienddoyoulikethat

statement?

Gigi:EyyIhavetoagree!

Wealllaugh

Azole:NobestfriendIknow thesecornrowslook

beautifulonyou,butwe'regoingtoaveryelegant

clubwecan'tbeseenwithyouhavingcornrowsso

thisweavewoulddo.

Shegivesmeher22"Peruvianweave.

Me:Thanksfriend.Anditsuitsme,it'smyfirsttime

havingaweaveonmyheadI'm abraidskindofgirl,I

don'teventryYothando'sweavesodearsisterI'll



wearyourweavesfrom nowon!

Yothando:Seewhatyou'vestartedAzole!

Myphoneringsit'smyMans.

Me:heylove

Zithu:HeySthandwasam,unjani?

Me:I'm goodlove,andyou?

Zithu:I'm goodbutImissyou.

Ihearmanlylaughterawayfrom him.

Me:Imissyoutoo,you'rewithpeople?

Zithu:Yeahmyfriends,theyareforcingmetogoout!

Theyaremumblingsomethinginthebackground.

Me:andwhyareyounotgoingout?

Zithu:Iwon'tbeofgreatcompany,andthere'salotI

havetodo.

Me:JustgooutwithyourfriendsZithulele.

Zithu:YesmamaIwillgooutwiththem.

"WeloveyouNahiko"theysayfrom thebackground.



Zithu:umkamikeloBafoz.[Thisismywifebrothers]

Theylaugh.Azolesignalsmetime.

Me:LookbabeI'm alsohavingagirlsnightwithmy

girls..

Zithu:okaylove,enjoyandbesafedrinkresponsible.

Me:YesSir,youtooenjoyanddon'tchaseonskirts.

Zithu:Notevenamillionyears.

Me:That'smybabelookbabywehavetoleaveright

now.

Zithu:OkayIloveyou,callmeifyouneedanythingI'll

bethereforyou.

Me:I'llrememberthat,Iloveyoutoo!

Hedropsthecall.Ismilelookingatmywallpaper,it's

him smiling.

Azole:It'sstillthe honeymoon phase sweetheart

let'sjustgoandgetdrunk.

Gigi:Jealousy!

Welaugh.



Azole:Nahikopleasebabesgiveusachancetoday,

youIshould'veletyoukeepyourcornrows.You'll

takeourmannow!

Welaughather.

Yothando:Thatwouldbeokaythough,Imeanwe

wouldbegettingfreedrinks.

Me:I'm notforsaleShame,Iallowedthoseguysto

paysinceitwasfood.Shouldithadbeensomething

elselikeAlcoholIwouldn'thaveallowedthat.Doyou

knowhowaggressive

Manintheclubsare?

Theylaugh.

Me:AndI'm seriousguys!.

ImakemywayoutasourUberisoutside..

Theyfollowsuit.ThedrivetoTownisnotlongsince

we'retalkingandlaughing,wearriveinlongstreet

wheretheclubisat.wowthisClubLookGood."Club

Iris"it'swritteninbigblackitalics.

Gigi:ThisClubisbeautiful,Judgingfrom theoutside

appearance.



Yothando:Ihopeitlooksasgoodasit'sfrom the

outside.

Azole:Whydon'twegoandsee?

Me:I'm withyourightI'm ecstatic.

WemakeourwayafterpassingthosebigBouncers

yhoo,haytheyarewordmostbiggestBouncersever,

yhonotheyarehuge.Theyareevenugly,Iwonder

dotheyhavegirlfriends.

Thisclubislookingelite,elegant.There'salotof

SlayQueenswithSkimpyshortdressthatonlycover

theirbutts,withalotofmakeuponthem.There's

Guystoo,goodlookingtoo.Thisisthebestplace

I'vebeen.

Azole:wedon'tneedtogototheVIPhere,there'sa

lotofspace.

Me:yeah,andthatwillsaveourmoney,Idon'twanna

bebrokethemonthisstilllong.

Gigi:SaythatAgain.

Azole:wenaGigikeepquietyouweretheonethat

was preaching aboutspending ourmoney just



yesterday,don'tevenstart.

Welaugh,we'restandingneartheentranceandthat

attractseyesandattentiononus.

Me:GuysEyesareonus,AzoleandGigipleasego

buyusAlcoholYothandoandIaregoingtofindus

sometable..

Gigi:ShewillgowithYothando,ndizombethamna

Lomntana.[Iwillbeatthischild].

Wealllaugh.GigiandIfindaTablenexttothe

Dancefloorbutwewon'tbedisturbbypeopleAnd

AzolelovestodancethistableisGoodforus.

Theycamewithouralcohol,shotsaftershotsfor

Starters.Theydidn'tbuyalotofchampagneonly3

bottles,andSmirnoffPinetwistandsparklingBernini

Blush.

Me:ToMonate.

Them:ToMonate.[ToFun]

Wedrink,themusicisn'tdoinganyjusticetous.

We'rehavingthetimeofourlives,thetimeisrunning

fastit's1:45am alreadyGodDoesn'tLoveusthough



Groovetimemustbeslow sothatwecouldenjoy

withoutthinkingaboutthemorningthatistocome.

Yothando:Yhoandinxilekamnandi.[I'm sodrunk,in

aniceway].

Azole:Metoo.

Me:thisisJustLit.

"Yikes(Yikes),youaclown,youdoitforlikes

Yikes(Yikes),yes,it'stight,butitdoesn'tbite

Gripitright,hebelike(Woo)

Yikes".

Ilookatmydearestfriends,I'm abouttobethe

baddestRightnow,whatisTheDJdoingtome,

NickiMinaj-Yikes,ispumpingtheSpeakers.Ilove

nickiminaj,ahaveNickiminajinme.IpullAzoleto

thedancefloor,Istarttwerkingonher,she'sonthe

receivingendI'm twerkinglikemyheartdepends,

eyesareonusandIdon'tevencare,okayI'm drunk

becauseIdocare!.Chun-Lipumpsup,theDJis

favouringmerightnow,peoplearehippingup.

WefinallygotothetableafterNickiminaj'schun-Li



ofcourse.

Azole:Bitchyou'vegotitinyou.

Me:ifthatDJplayedmoreofNickiminajIwasgoing

toloosemymorals,Iwould'vegonewild.

Gigi:YouneedtoTeachmetheGoingdownwhile

twerkingmove,it'ssoNice..

"Azole"someonetouchmyshoulder.

God are you hating me justbecause I'm atthe

Groove?

Me:ohheey!.

What'shisnameagain,ohYeahBusani.

Busani:Iwaswatchingyoufrom theVIPdamnyou

candance,ItriedcallingyouYesterdayandToday

butyourphonecouldn'tgothrough!.

Me:yeahasI'vesaidIhaveagirlsweekend,sowe

decidednophones.

Busani:Okay is there anything you guys need?

Alcoholmaybe?

Me:Ohnothankswe'refinedon'tworry.



Busani:OkayI'llcheckuponyouagain,youcanhave

funwithyourfriends.Orhowaboutyoujoinusinthe

VIP?PleaseAzoleitwillbefine.

Me:Nahwe'recoolhere!

Busani:AlrightifyouneedanythingI'llbethere.

Me:SureI'llbethere!

Hewalksaway.

Yothando:sosisteryoujustdeclinedAlcohol.

Me:Idon'twanttoleadthisGuys,he'sanuisance

already.

TheyLaugh.

Thebarmanplacesabucketwith3bottlesofMoët&

ChandonBrutImpérialchampagneandgivesAzolea

paper!.

Azole:FinallyaMan.

Me:what'swritteninthepaper?

Azole:'Pleasecallme'there'sanumber.

Itaponthebarman



Me:whosentthis?.

Iasked,hepointedataguywhowasseatedinafar

corneroftheVIPhehasapotbellyhe'snoteven

goodlooking,heraiseshisglassatAzole.

IshufflemylaughIwanttolaughsohard,I'm notthe

onlyone.Peoplefrom theVIPcanseeproperlywhat

happensinGeneral,I'm surehesawusdancingthe

samewithBusani.

Me:AsweopenAzole'shappiness.

IsaidopeningtheBottleofchampagnethenpourin

myGlass,GigifollowssuitsameasYothandoand

Azole.

Me:ToAzolefindingaman

Azole:Fuckyou!.

Welaughbutdrinkatthesame.

Azole:Ican'tsay no to alcohol,especially this

expensiveChampagne.

Yothando:You'llfindaman.

Azole:Yeah,Nahikomyfriendafterbathingplease



don'tdisposeyourwaterputitona2litrebottleand

bringittome,I'llboilthem andbathwithit.

Wealllaughather,she'scrazy!.

BarmancomesagainwithaBottleofRemyMartin

ChampagneCognac.

Barman:From theBoss,theownerofthisplaceto

y'allladies

Azole:Tellyourbosstocallmewait,doyouhavea

pen?

Thebarmangiveherapen,shewritesdownher

numberinapaper.

Azole:ishegoodlookingFirst?(Theguynods)ishe

young.(Theguynods)thengivehim this.

Hegiveshim hernumber.

Me:We'retakingthishome,we'realreadydrunk!

Azole:Yeah,withthesetwobottleofchampagne.

Wefinishthelastcupsofouralcohol.

Me:Letmerequestforus.



Itakeoutmyphone,and goesto myUberapp

there'snoairtime.Ibuyairtimefirst.

"YourphoneisonbutIcan'tgothrough"

Shitwhat'swiththisguys?

Me:thatshouldtellyouthatIblockedit.

Busani:whywouldyoudothat?

Me:Becausethisismyphone,IcandowhateverI

wanttodo.

Busani:Ipaidyourfuckenbillbitch.

Heheldmyarm sotightly.

Me:LetgoofmyArm,you'rehurtingme.

Iwassnugglingmyarm awayfrom him.

Me:Youwantyourmoney?Letmegiveyourfucken

money!

Busani:OhnosweetheartIdon'twantAnymoney,I

justwantyou.You'lltwerkformeallnightjustlike

youdid.

Me:Leaveme!



Itriedpushinghim offhe'sstrong.

Azole:Yeeywenalethergo.

Busani:Youstayaway,don'tevengetinvolved.

I'm pissedandI'm angry.Azolehitshim withan

emptybottleofBerninionhisheadheletsgoofme.

Busani:Youbitch!.

"Isthereaproblem?"HewasabouttoslapAzole.

Zithu:IaskedaQuestion?

Busani:Nahbrathere'snoproblem.

Heleftusstanding.

Zithu:TakeyourbegsI'm takingy'allhome.

Hewalksaway.

Azole:youAlright.

Me:YeahI'm fine,areyouokay?

Azole:yeah,isheangry?

Idon'tknow,I'veneverseenhim angry,heseems

cool.



Gigi;Yeahheseemscool.

YothandoandGigiweretoodrunk..wetakethethree

bottlesourchampagneandCognac.

IholdYothandosheholdsGigi.

Zithuisparkedrightinfrontofthedoor.Weallget

inside.

He'splayinghisjazz,Givehim Azole'sAddress.He's

nottalkingtome,norholdingmyhandwhiledriving

he'sjustquiet.WearriveatAzole'splace.helooksat

thebacktheladiesaresleeping.

HegoesoutandtakeYothandofirst,AzoleGives

him thekeys.Wehelp eachotherwithGigi.We

finallydropherontheroom withYothando.

Herubshisfacewhilelookingatme?

Zithu:Youfine?

Inod,hegivesmethatlookofhisthat'sintimidating.

Me:YeahI'm fine.

Zithu:Okaybye!.

Hekissmeonmyforehead.



Me:Areyoumad?Iaskashe'sonhiswaytohiscar.

Zithu:forwhat?

Me:Idon'tknow.

Zithu:Isthereareasonformetobeangry?

Me:Idon'tknow,you'renotyourusuallyself.

Zithu:Maybeyou'redrunkbaby,go to sleep and

makesureyoulockthedoor!.

Hegetinhiscaranddriveoff.He'sreallymadatme!.

EIGHTEEN

Iwokeupwithabangingheadache,Ican'teven

standup.Ijustlayonthefloor,Idon'tknow what

happenedbutAzoleandIfinishedtheWinethatwas

onherfridgeweweretalkingandIwaslaughingat

herwiththepotbellyguy.Sonow I'm onthefloorI

havethemotherofallheadachesmybodyisknots.

"Wakeupbitcheeess"Iclosedmyeyeseyesfirmly

didshehavetoshoutlikethat.

"FuckYou"that'sAzolewait,she'sjustnexttome.I

finallystandupandmademywaytothebathroom,



whendidIremovemymakeup?Iwashmyfaceand

mymouth.

Gigi:ImadeyourgingerTea,Iboughtsomeginger

Biscuitsaswell.Boughtthem from theShopdown

theroad.

Me:You'realifesaver.

Yothando:Howdidwegethere?

Azole:AngryZithulelebroughtushome.

Shesaidthatcomingfrom thebathroom,shejoinus

inthecouches.

Yothando:Whywouldhebeangry?

Azole:HesawusfightingwiththatBusaniGuy.

Gigi:WhenwastheFight?Whatwereyoufightingfor?

Me:thathepaidbillforus,soIshouldgowithhim

andtwerkforhim imagine.MygirloverthereHits

him withanemptybottlethat'swhenZithucame.

Azole:Washethereallalong?

Me:Ihaveafeelingthathewasinthesameclubas

us,cozIforced him to go outwith hisfriends.



What'sthetime?

Gigi:it'shalfpast2.

Me:Yhoo,it'salreadyafternoon.

IcheckmyphoneNomissedcallsZithulele,ishe

stillangry?

Azole'sPhonevibratesnexttomeIhandher.

Azole:Hello!.

SheputsitonLoudspeakersinceshe'seating.

Person:Hey,howareyou?

Azole:I'm good,whoam Ispeakingto?

Person:Chumani,ClubIrisowner,yousaidto the

BarmanIshouldgiveyouacall.

Wealllookather,she'ssmilingnoscratchthatshe's

blushing.

Azole:Uhm Iwanted to thankyoufortheRemy

Martin.Meandmyfriendsweappreciatethegesture.

Chumani:No problem,you and yourFriends are

beautiful.



Wearesmiling,butMyBestieoverhereissayingher

weddingvowsalready.

Azole:Thanks,areyouhandsomethough?

Chumani:YeahIam,veryhandsome.

Azole:Iwouldn'tmindseeingyourface!

Chumani:You'llseeme,ifyouagreeongoingout

withmenextFriday!

Azole:Iwill,you have a beautifulclub too.It's

elegant.

Chumani:ThanksItry,andfightingisprohibitedin

myclub,youandyourfriendbroketherules.

Azole:Yeah,butthatguywasthreateningmyfriend,

hewashurtinghertoo.IhadtodowhatIhadtodo!

Chumani:yeah,nexttimetryandfightoutsidemy

club.

Me:whatifit'sthebarmancalling?

ThegirlslaughevenAzole.

Me:didIsaythatloud?



Azole:Yesma'am!

Chumani:am Ionloudspeaker?

Azole:Yeahyouare,IwaseatingsoIhadtoputyou

onloudspeaker.I'm sorry.

Chumani:no it's okay,and itwas an unknown

number,toansweryourfriendI'm notthebarman.

Azole:it'sfineIbelieveyou!She'sjustjealousher

boyfriendhasn'tcalledher,andit'sunlikehim.She'll

befineshe'sjustexperiencingchestpains.

Me:I'm outofhere!

Theylaughedatme,Itakemyphonetothekitchen

asIgetmyselfaglassofChampagne.

"Imissyou,andI'm sorryabouttheclubincident"I

presssent!.

Hereadmymessageandlogoff.Yhoo.

IgulptheGlassofchampagne,myphoneringsit's

him.

Me:Hey.

Zithu:Sthandwasamiareyouokay?



Me:I'm fine,butyou'reworryingme.

Zithu:WhathaveIdone?

Me:yougavemesilenttreatmentearlieron,you

didn'ttalktomelovingly.

Zithu:Soyou'rehurtbythat?

Me:Yes,ofcourseit'shurtingmeZithulele.

Zithu:WhendidthatguyPaidyourfoodbill?

Iwasshockedhowdidheknow?

Zithu:Muhleza?

Me:Friday,asyouknowIwentoutwithmyFriends

wewenttoPrimi,whenwewereabouttosettleour

ownbill,thewaitresstoldusourbillhasbeenpaidby

thatguy,heaskedformynumbers,Azolegavehim

herandhername.Hecalledbutweblockedhis

numbersowemetintheclub,hewantedmeto

repaythebill.

Zithu:How?

Me:Hewantedsex,that'swhyIwasfightingwith

him.I'm sorry.



Zithu:AndwhyareyouapologizingBaby?

Me:Idon'tknowyouseem angry.

Zithu:NomyloveI'm not,andwhyareyoumaking

yourselfguilty.Areyouguiltyofsomething?

Me:No.Ididn'tdoanythingwiththatguyweonly

talked.AndItoldhim hewasannoyingmeandhe

shouldleaveme,andIblockedhisnumberbecauseI

wasnotinterestedthat'swhenhegotangry.

Zithu:Ibelieveyoubaby,don'texplainandIwasn't

angryatyou.Youweretoobeautifullastnightfor

metobeangryatyou.Isaw youwhenyoumade

yourwayIntheclub,Ididn'twanttoruinyourfun

withyourfriendsthat'swhyIstayedwithmyfriends

andYouremainedwithyours.

Me:Soyouwerewatchingme?

OhGoshhesawmetwerking!.

Zithu:Yeah kind ofbutnotallthe time,Iwas

enjoyingmytimewithmyfriendstoobutwhenyou

twerked!Yho!BabyIcouldn'tstop watching you

know yourstuff.I'veAlreadydownloadedChun-Li



andYikes.Ican'twaittoseeyoutwerkforme.

Me:Don'tBeapervetZithulele!

Helaughs,Ijustwishtoseehisfacerightnow.

Zithu:Butbabyyou'regoodatit.

Me:StillIwon'tdanceforyou.

Zithu:ButSthandwa samiI've sang foryou a

countlesstime,I'vebee.Sayingthisyou'reabully.

Ilaugh.He'ssuchabigbaby

Me:Okaylove,Iwilltwerkforyou.

Zithu:That'smyWife.

Hesayhappily,Ilaugh.

Zithu:Ngikukhumbulekodwamkami.[Imissyoumy

wife]

Me:Imissyoutoobabe,butI'm stillwiththegirls.

Zithu:yourgirlsshouldhaveboyfriends,I'llmake

suretheydosothatIcanhaveyouallthetime.

Me:Jealousydoesn'tsuityoukhabazela.

Zithu:butSthandwasamitheyspendmostofthe



timewithyou,everydayyouseethem.

Me:okaythisweekendI'm allyours?

Zithu:You'llbeinmyplacefrom FridaytillMonday?

Me:TillSundayZithulele..

Zithu:That'sstillfinebyme,Idon'thaveaproblem.

Me:Okayletmegetbacktothem.

Zithu:Ungadakwalapho,you'reworkingtomorrow.

[Don'tgetdrunk]

Me:we'llseeaboutthat,Iloveyou

Zithu:IloveyoutooSthandwasami.

Me:bye!

Idropthecall.Hecalls.

Me:Babe?

Zithu:whocalled?Areyourushingtodrinkalcohol?

Me:No,IthoughtIwastheonewhocalled.

IlaughedIforgethowheplayfulhecanbe.

Zithu:NgiyakuthandaBhelekazi.[IloveyouBhelekazi]



Me:UthandwaNdim Mkhize.[IloveyoutooMkhize].

Zithu:ByeSthandwa,enjoy.

Me:Iwillthanks.

He dropsthe call.Ismile athisface that'smy

wallpaper,I'm soobsessedwithhissmile.

"Thatsmiles thathe called and You guys fixed

things"that'sazolemakingherwayinthekitchen

withYothandoandGigi.

Me:Hewasn'tangry,hesaidIwasreadingtoomuch

intothings.Andheknew thatguypaidoutbill,he

wasintheclubtooandletmeenjoyedwithyouguys

sincehewaswithhisfriendstoo.

Gigi:Heshould'vecalledyou,maybehisfriendsare

handsome.

Me:Theyarehandsomeeventhough Ididn'tsee

them thatlongtheyarehandsome.

Yothando:Guyslet'scarryonwiththeparty.

Shesaidtakingthebottleswefollow herintothe

lounge.WeSwitchonTV,puttedmusicon.Channel

Ohaveamapianoon.We'rehavingourSundaychill.



Wedrinkouralcoholwithoutanyworry,Itextedmy

motherforhertobeworriedwearesafeandwewill

behomelateron!

Thebottlesarefinishedandwearetipsy,wedon't

wanttogofarsincetomorrowit'swork.IfIdidn'tget

enoughmoneyIwould'velongleftmyJob,butknow

mysalarybuysclothesandIcangooutwithmy

friends.NSFASmoneywon'tdoMuchsoIbetter

enjoymyveryownsalary.

Yothando:SoAzoleChumani?

Azole:yhoguys,I'm prayinghe'sreallyhandsome,

actuallyIdon'tCareifhe'snotthathandsome,did

youseethatclub?We'llbespendingmoneywithmy

Man.

Me:YourManAlready!

Welaugh,we'rereallytipsy.We'reeatingdriedfruit.

Azole:Idon'twastetimebabygirl.He'salreadymine,

heboughtthatRemyMartinforme.

Gigi:Forallofus,hesaidweareallbeautiful.

Azole:Andyoubelievedhim?



Me:Justlikeyoudid,youbelievedhim toobabygirl.

Azole:ThefactishegaveustheRemyMartinall

becauseofme!

Yothando:whatifhethinkshe'stalkingtoNahiko.

Azole:yhuuIwouldforgetthefactthatshe'smy

Bestfriend,Iwouldkillhernotwithmychumani!.

Me:Don'tworry Bestie chumaniis allyours,the

barmanshowedhim whowrotethenote,andifshe

saw usfightingwithBusanisoheknowswhois

Azole.AndbesidesIwouldn'tgoforhim,Ihavemy

HandsomeMan.

Azole:Doyouseewhyyou'remyBestfriend?

Welaugh.

Gigi:AndhereI'm feelinglikeavirginagain,I'm sure

there'scobwebsinmyvirgina

Yothando:whenwasthelasttimeyouhadsex?

Gigi:7Monthsback!

Azole:You'rejokingright?

Gigi:IwishIwas!



Azole:OhmyGosh,noGigiweareputtingyouona

blinddate,YothandoyouhavetoaskyourMansis

hedoesn'thaveafriendwho'ssingle,youtooNahiko

youaskZithu.Wecan'thavethat.Nonoyou'lldie

mychild,nowonderyouhavetoomuchnonsensein

yourheadit'sbecauseofthesalt,nonomychild.

Wealllaughather.

Yothando:EyyAzolenow IseemyMorghelhas

frustrationsit'sallbecauseofthesalt,yhoGigihow

didyousurvive?

Gigi:youtwomustn'tforgetthatI'm older,I'm your

bigsisterpleasetreatmewithrespect.

Me:GetaManFirst!

Wealllaugh..

Gigi:notyoutoo!

Ishrugmyshoulders.

Gigi:I'llgety'all..

Azole:Thefactremainwearetakingyouonablind

date.Wecan'tdealwithyourfrustrations.



Gigi:youknowwhat?Igiveuponyouthree!

Me:butit'sthetruth,you'reoldyou'llbeturning30

soonyouwillwanttosettledownandhavekidsbut

howwillyousettledownwithoutarightguybyyour

side?Forgetaboutsexforamomentandthinkofa

lifepartnersomeonewhowillbethereforyouallthe

time,Someonewhowillbeapartofyou,yourbest

friend,yourbrotheryourfatherallinone.Youneed

tofindlovethenhavealotifsexthen,knowingthat

you'redoingitwiththerightperson,apersonofyour

ownheart.

Azole:That'smybestfriendeveryone.

Yothando:Ourpsychologist.

Gigi:youseewhyyou'rethesensibleoneinallofus.

You'rewise,asyoungasyouaretomeyou'rethe

wisestpersonI'veevermet,youspeaksothata

personcouldheareventhoughthiswasajokeyou

turneditintoreality.IagreetogoonablindDate

onlybecauseofwhatyousaid!.

Me:Thankyou,I'ddoanythingformysisters

Azole:Bytomorrowguyswe'restartingwithourplan



#FindingaManforGigi

Me:OperationFindingaManforGigiison!.

Westayedanditwasstartingtobelate.

Gigi:OkayladiesIhavetoLoveandleaveyou,Ineed

tocatchmybeautysleep.

Me:Okaylove,drivesafely.

Gigi:AlrightIwillbye.

Us:Bye.

Shedroveoff,she'ssuchasweetheart.She'sthe

Heartofourfriendship

Yothando:ReallySABC1Azole?

Azole:Ialwayswatchnews.

Yothando:Let'sleaveNahiko,there'snowayinhellI

wouldseatandwatchnews.

Azole:Theyaregoodforthesoul.

Wealllaugh,Azoleiscrazy.

Me:There'ssuch.YoujustloveGossipthat'swhy

you'resayingit'sgoodforthesoul.



Azole:Ineedtoknoweverythingthathappensinour

country,ithelpssometimesyoutwoshouldtryit.

Yothando:Nothanks.

Me:Iusedtowatchthem,MyGrandmotherkinda

forcedmeintowatchingthenews.Theyarejust

purelyBoring.

Azole:Justlikeyou.

Me:That'sinanInsult.

Azole:Yeahwhatever.

"AsweendofSundayweenditwithSadNews

aboutourEx-BoxerMthethowakheZwide,heWas

Sexually Violated,and assassinated by unknown

peopleandwasfounddeadinStellenboschForest"I

quicklylookattheTVthereheis,myphoneringsit's

mymother.Ianswer.

Mom:CheckSABC1Newsnow.

Me:I'm watching.

Idon'tknow whyI'm feelingthisway,I'm shocked

abouthisdeath.Icheckonlinetherearepicturesof

him whicharenotpostedonTV.OhmyGodIsthat



his!Oh God his Penis is on his mouth.He's

unrecognizablethisisdeepcruelty,it'slikehewas

torturedtilldeath.

IhandovermyPhonetoYothandoshe'sshockas

me,I'm sureAzolegetwhoMthethowakheis.

Yothando:Hedeservedtodiebutlikethis?Yhoo

hayiotherpeopleareanimals.

Azole:Helooksreallybad,yhobutAdoghasitsday,

hegothis.

Yothando:Thisisourtears.

Me:Iknewmytearswillneverbeinvain.Ineedmy

motherrightnow,Ineedherrightnow.

Azole:I'm comingwithyouguysletmepackclothes

I'llweartomorrow.Shedo thatfastand weget

insidetheUber,Idon'tknowIhavenoTearstocryI

don'tfeelanythingIdon'tevenfeelbadtheonly

thingthatisshockingmeishissuddendeath,Igo

throughthepicturesontheInternet.Andgothrough

thecomments.

"Hewassuchagoodmanhedidn'tdeservetodie



likethis"

"This shows thatshe Raped someone,and their

familytookcareofhim"

"He'saBloodyRapisthedeservetodielikethis"

"HeretiredonBoxingtoRapeourkids,hedeserve

this,andmore"

"Hewasnonobleman,he'saRapist.It'struewhen

theysayyoureapwhatyousow"

"Whatwashissim forpeopletokillhim likethis?"

"whatabouthiswifeandhisnewbornBaby?"

Hehasanewbornandababy?WondersshallNever

end.

We arrive atHome,my mom is faraway I'm

thoughts.

Me:Areyouokay?

Mom:I'm fineAreyouokay?Howareyoufeeling?

Me:am Ibadtonotfeelbadhisdeath?Am Iabad

persontobegladthathe'snomore?There'snothing

whatsoevermovinginsideofme,notearsnothing.



I'm justshocked.

Mom:Ifeltexactlythesameway,I'm gladthatthe

Twinsneverknew abouthim andheneverknow

aboutthem.Hewould'veconstantreminderofwhat

happenedyearsback.I'm gladhedied,Ifeelrelived

afterhecamebackIwasstartingtohavefears.

Me:Hewasmarriedandhadanewbornbaby,Ijust

readaboutit.

Mom:Idon'tcarethatmanwasamonster.

Me:wewillhavetoattendhisFuneral.

Mom:Areyousurebaby?

Me:YesIam,it'sforclosure!

.

.

Goodnighttoyouall.

Loveyou

NINETEEN

It'saSaturdayMorning,it'sMthethowakhe'sFuneral.



We'reattendingFuneralasAFamilyGigiandAzole

arealsojoiningus.YesterdaywastheDayweTold

Gigiand Yothando aboutwhathappened to us,

Yothandoknewaboutmystorybutshedidn'tknow

Gigididn'tknowmystoryandAzole'sstorytoo.We

werecrying,andwesealedournightwithSomewine,

ithelpsit'ssomekindaofTherapeutic.Todayit's

counts1MonthinarelationshipwithZithuleleand

I'm atmyhappiest,he'sthebestthingthathasever

happenedtome!.

Yothando:Hurry up Nahiko,Gigiand Azole are

waitingoutside.

She'sshoutingfrom thelounge.

Me:I'm comingrightnow!

IwearmyheelsthenItakemybag,myMom sleptat

Mthethowakhe'shomelastnight,hisfamilywanted

thetwinstoremainbehindbutMymotherdecided

shewillsleeptheretoo,shecouldn'tleaveSikelela

andSikelelwathere.

Azole:Youtookyourtime,Idon'tlikeeyesatthe

funeral.IfitwassomeweddingIwouldlovethem



notaFuneral.

Me:I'm sorryItooktime,youcanDriveGigi,and

Goodmorning.

Gigi:Morningbabes,wherearewegoing?

Yothando:KhayelitshaMakhaya.

Azole:Hewasfrom there?

Yothando:Hegrewupthere,thenwenttostayinthe

burbs when he was stilla boxer,afterloosing

everything he stayed with us then wentbackto

Khayelitshahishome.

Gigi:Mnk,hayhemoved.

Me:I'm justgladwe'regoingtoburryhim,andthank

youGuysfortheloveandsupportIreallyappreciate

thatalot.

Azole:That'swhatBestfriendsarefor.

Gigi:AndwhatBigsisterdo!

Ismiled,myPhoneRinged,it'smyMans.

Me:MyLove.



Zithu:HeySthandwasami,howareyou?

Me:I'm GoodLoveandhowareyou?

Zithu:I'm Good,Imiss you.This weekend was

supposedtobeourweekendyouknow?

Me:Imissyou,andIknowI'llcomeandsleepover.

Zithu:You'llbebackonMonday,it'saHolidayright?

Me:Yes,Ioweyouthat.

Zithu:OkayLove,Ican'twait.Areyoutherealready?

He'saskingaboutMthetho'sPlace.

Me:We'reonourwaythere.

Zithu:Okaybabe,Bestrongokay.

Me:Iwillbabe.

Zithu:Okay,NgiyakuthandaBhelekazi.[Iloveyou

Bhelekazi]

Me:IloveYouTooKhabazela.

Zithu:Mhh.Byemylove.

Me:Bye!



Azole:IwishMeandChumani,canhelikeyouand

Zithulele.

Gigi:AreyouinaRelationshipnow?

Me:And you didn'ttellus aboutthe Date what

transpired?

Azole:I'lltelly'allEverythingdon'trush.

Gigi:Andwe'rehere!.

Haibo,Ididn'tevenhearYothandoDirectingGigi.

There'sabigBlueandWhiteTentoutsidetheHouse,

therearepeople.Wefindawaytoparkthecarthen

ourmadeout.WelookedbeautifulinourAllblack,

we made it.The service hasn'tstarted yet,the

WomenarestillbusywiththeirServiceinsidethe

house,sowe'rewaitingforthem tobedone.The

family,andthe'wife'withababymaketheirwayin

thetentandseatattheFrontrow,mom andthe

TwinstaketheSecondrow.OtherpeopleJoinsus

andtheservicestarts,itdoesn'ttakelongtillwego

totheGraveyard.We'refinallyatthegraveyardthe

wifehastospeak.ShehandsthebabytoMthetho's

Aunt.



Wife:Idon'tknowwheretostart,myhusbandwasa

manofHonour,hestoodforhisrespecthewas

loved bymanyand he loved a lotofpeople.I

rememberwhenItoldhim Iwaspregnanthewas

themosthappiestmanI'veevermet.Hecouldn't

stoptalkingtomybump,hewouldtalkasifthebaby

existed.It'spityheonlymethissonforafewweeks,

hewon'tbetheretowatchhissontakehisfirststep,

tohearhissonspeakhisfirstword.Hemayhave

nothadsomethingtodowithhislifebuthewasthe

bestmanever,oneofthegreatestmanever.

"Haibowenja,unyeRightthere,kudalandimamele

ubhudathethaububhanxa"[Heyyoudog,you'vejust

shittedrightthereI'vebeenlisteningforfartoolong

now,busyalteringNonsense]

Wealllookatthewoman talking,she'swearing

shadesshe'slikemyMother'sAge.

Woman:ThatManlayingthere,isnomanofhonour

he deserved to Die.He's Death was nothing,he

deservedmorethanthat.Hewassupposedtobe

choppedintopeaces,Iwishedhewasburntalive.He

wasnosaint,nosaintatallinfacthewasaMonster



aDevilhimself,Iwantedtoseeitwithmyeyesthat

he getsburied.Thatman Raped my6 Yearold

daughter,whatwashersin?Huh?Mydaughterwill

neverhave children allherbecause ifthis man

Layingthere.Hewombwastakenoutbecauseof

thedamagemadebythisMan.

ShewasHittingthecasket,andcriedinAgony.I

couldn'thelpbutsharesometears,Ifeltherpainit

wasstillraw.Almosteveryonewascryingyoucould

seeitshewastellingthetruth..

Woman:Youknow MthethowakheZwideIforgive

you,formydaughter'sSakeIforgiveyouandmy

daughterForgivesyoutoo.Forallthepainyou've

causedme,mydaughterandallotherpeopleyou've

causedpainIForgiveyou.Mayyoursoulrestin

peace,OnlyGodhasawaytopunishyou.Gowell.

Shewipeshertearsandtakethesoilandthrewitin

Mthetho'sCasket.

Shethenmadeherwayoutofthegraveyard.

Thepastorcontinueswiththeprogram andit'stime

tothrowthesoilinhiscasket.



Me:IforgiveyouMthethowakheZwide!.

Isaidandthrewthesoilafterthat.

TheMencoveredhisgravethenwentbacktohis

house,wewashesourhands.

Me:Girlscanwejustleave,andeatfoodsomewhere

else.KFCistheClosest.

Yothando:Idon'thaveaproblem withit'sfinebyme.

Azole:Thenwhatarewewaitingfor?

WedrovetoKFC,andordered.

Gigi:Thatwomanistrendingguys,alloverTwitter

andFacebook.

Wetookoutourphones,Justtocheckup.

"Iknewhewastoogoodtobetrue"

"HewasawellknownBoxer,I'm surethePolice

didn'tbelievethewoman"

"Youcanneverknowaperson,Deathwastooeasy

hedeservedtodie100timesthewayhedied"

"Canwewakehim andkillhim again,makesurehe



finisheshispenis"

Me:Yhoopeoplearebrutaldownthere.

Azole:Yhoo,thethingstheyaresayingaboutthe

wifelying,ofnowgoodhe'smanwas.

Yothando:I'm Gladthatwomanspoke,shedidgreat.

Me:Yeah,andtothinkIwastheonlyonewhowas

hisvictim,hehad more.Hewasasickman.He

makesmesickArgh.

Ourfoodcame,weatewhiletalking.

Azole:Wineeverybody?

SeewhatImeantaboutwine?It'stherapeuticy'all

shouldtryit.

Me:I'm game.

Yothando:Ineedittoo.

Gigi:Wineit's.

Wewenttoaliquorstorethatwasn'tthatfarfrom

KFCanddrovetomyhouse,I'm suremom willbe

backlater.



Azole:Youknowletmelightupthemoodaboutmy

datewithchumani.

Weareseatedjustoutsidemyhouse.

Gigi:Indulgeussister,indulgeus.

Azole:GetaManFirst.

Wealllaugh,Azoleissuchamood.

Azole:I'm SorrymyGigi,Iwasjoking.

Gigi:Iknowbabyyouwerejoking.

Me:We'rewaitingpatientlyHoney.

Azole:Okaysohecalledandconfirmedourdatethat

we're meeting atTashas Restaurant.Fine Iwas

dressedupthentookanUberthere,mindyouGuysI

didn'tknowwhochumaniis,notevenGlimpsefineI

arrivedthereandtoldhim thatI'm attheparkinglotI

don'twanttolooklikeafoolhesaidhe'swearinga

BabyblueShirtwithBluejeansI'llseehim.FineI

walked to Tasha's there were two Guys wearing

Babyblueshirtsbothnotevenlookinghandsome,

GuysIwaswearingmyOliveGreensilkDressand

heelsIwasslayingandmeetingthoseguyswasso



notoptional.Ididn'tknowwhichonetogo,soIwent

tothebetteroneofthosetwobutonmywaythereI

felta hand sneaking on mywaistand a manly

CologneonmynostrilsIturnedtherehewas,hewas

handsome he smiled atme.He was noteven

wearingBlueshirtbutBlackjacketwithwhiteT-shirt

andjeanshelookedperfect.

Me:MorehandsomethanMlungisi?

Azole:Doyouwantmetocarryonwithmystory?

Yothando:Nahikojustshutup.

Me:Okayfine,sorrycontinue.

Azole:To answeryou,he's handsome butthe

MkhizeBrothersaretoohandsomebuthehasa

shareofhishandsomenessandIlovethat,andwhy

areyoucomparinghim withMlungisi?

Ilaugh.

Me:Yousaidyouwanttocontinuewithyourstoryso

whynotcontinue?

Azole:AnswermyQuestionfirstI'llcontinue.

Me:It'sbecauseMlungisiwasorisyourCrushI



don'tknowwhichisbutyeahyourcrush.

Azole:Hewasmycrush he'sPastNews.So to

continuewithmystoryheleadustoaTable,andwe

chattedtheconversationwasflowingandtherewas

achemistrybetweenusnolie,sowetalkedand

talkedhewasfuntobearound,he'sFunnyhehasa

verygoodsenseofhumour,heownsaConstruction

companytoo.Sohehasmoneytotakecareofme.

TocutthestoryshorthewasallthatIeverwanted,

loveatfirstsightandyesIam inaRelationshipwith

him andIlovehim.

Me:Areyouhappy?

Gigi:Doeshemakesyouhappy?

Azole:YesIam happy,andyeshemakesmehappy.

Alltheweekhewascallingandtextingyesterdaywe

werejustsealingthedeal.Ilovehim.

Yothando:Thenifhemakesyouhappyandyouare

happytoowehavenothingtoworryabout,hemust

takecareofyou.

Me:Ifhebreaksyourheart,ncncIdon'tknowwhat

I'ddotohim.Tellhim tothreadCareful.I'llbeathis



cheatingassifheevercheatsonyou,I'm onephone

callawayIcangetallcrazyifIwantto.

Gigi:I'llchophisdickandfeedittodogs.

Azole:WhooI'm scared.ButI'lltellhim.

Wealllaugh.

Yothando:Tellhim youhave3Bigsisterswhowill

makesureyoudon'tevergethurt,wholovesyouso

dearly.

Azole:I'lltellhim thankyou,itfeelssogreattobe

thelastbornIdidn'tknow.

Me:Don'tgettooused.Canweseehispicturenow.

Azole:Sure!

SheshowsGigiandYothandofirst.

Gigi:he'shandsome.

Yothando:yeahheis,helookscutetoo.

Me:Guysletmeseehim too.

TheypassmethephoneandIcheckthepicture.

Me:HelooksfamiliarlikeI'veseenhim before.



Azole:Pleasedon'ttellmeheonceapproachedyou

I'ddiea1000deaths.

Wealllaugh.

Me:No,it'slikeI'veseenhim somewhereIdon't

know wherelikeIsaw aGlimpseofhim,butnahI

don'tknowhim.

Azole:ThankGod.

Wealllaugh.

Me:I'dneverstealyourman,Ihaveminewhom I

lovethemost.

Azole:Iknow youwouldn'tbebutwedon'tknow

whattheguywouldthink.

Me:I'dnevergoforhim even.

Wealllaugh.

Gigi:Youneedtorelax.

Azole:SpeakingofthatGigi,whenisyourblinddate?

Gigi:Idon'tknow,butI'llsee.

Yothando:there'saclientwhowenttomeetMlungisi



atWorkhetookhernumbers,haven'thecalled?

Gigi:Hecalledbuthe'stoochildishI'm oldenoughto

beplayingwithMachoman.

Me:Takeyourtimedon'trushhoney.

Gigi:ExactlywhatI'm doing.

Westayedthedrinkingwine,tilllateGigiandAzole

left.IwaspackingmyweekendbagYothandoisalso

going to herMan sinceit'sHolidayMondayand

we'renotworking.

Icallmymother.

Mom:Heybaby.

Me:Heymom,whattimewillyoubebackathome?

Mom:It's seems as ifthere willbe a cleansing

ceremonyheretomorrow sowearesleepinghere

again,IfeeldisgustedherebutI'm doingitforthe

twins.

Me:Yeah,hewastheirFatherandyouneedtodo

rightbythem.

Mom:Yeah,didyouneedanythingthoughoryou



werecallingtocheckuponme?

Me:OhyeahIcalledtotellyouI'llhespendingthe

twodayswithZithulelesodon'tgetworried.

Mom:Okaybaby,pleasebesafeandusecondom I

don'twantGrandchildrennotnow,I'm stillyoung.

Me:HaaaMama,I'm notevenreadytohavesexnow

andZithuleleknowsthatandhe'snotrushingme

andstaff.

Mom:Ohokaybaby.

Me:Alright,letmecontinuewithmypackingtellthe

twinsthatImissthem andIlovethem.

Mom:AlrightIwill,andtheywereaskingaboutyou

andYothandotheyweresadyouleftwithouttelling

andspeakingthem.

Me:Tellthem IwasrushingandI'm sorry.

Mom:okayIwill.

Me:AlrightbyethenIloveyou.

Mom:Iloveyoumorebabybye.

Idroppedthecall,I'velongedtextedZithuleleto



comeandfetchmeIwasdonepacking.

"HeyI'm leavingLwandoishere".

Ilookatthedoor,Yothandowasstandingthere.

Me:Alrightpleaseusecondomsi'm stillyoungtobe

anAunt.

NowI'm usingmymother'swords.

Yothando:worseI'm thinkingifgettingababy,you

neverknowwhenisthetimeforGodtotakeus.

Me:You'restillachildYothando,useprotection.

Yothando:Yesmommy!.

Shelaughedwalkingout.

"Don'tforgettolocktheGate"sheshoutsfrom the

otherside.

IwalkedtotheFridgeIfinishthewinethatwasleft

andwenttowashmymouthinthebathroom.My

phoneranginmyroom it'sZithulele.

Me:Heybabe.

Zithulele:I'm outsidebaby.



Me:AlrightI'm coming.

Itakemybagandswitchoffthelights,I'm sotipsyin

averynicewayIlovethewayI'm feelingrightnow.

IlockallthedoorsandGate.He'sstandingnexttoa

BlackPoloGTI.

He'slookingashandsomeasever.

Me:Heylove.

Zithulele:youlookbeautifulasalways.

I'm onlyinmyjeansandT-shirthe'sfoolingmebutI

don'tmindthatbecauseI'm blushing.

Me:Thankyou.

Hehugsme,kissmeonmyforeheadthenopenthe

Passengerdoorforme.

Me:Thankyou.

Hewalkstohissidethengetinside.

Helooksatmeforalong3minutes.

Zithu:UngenzaniBhelekazi?[Whatareyoudoingto

meBhelekazi?]



Iblush.

Zithu:Ngiyakuthanda.[Iloveyou]

Me:NdiyakuthandaNam.[Iloveyoutoo]

HekissthetopofmyheadanddrivesoffPlaying

KennyG'sSongs..

TWENTY

"WakeupSthandwasami"ArghZithulele.

Me:2Moreminutesmylove.

AsIwasabouttocovermyselfwithablankethe

snatched.

Me:ReallyZithuleleReallyouchh.

Iheldmyhead,itwasbangingI'm neverdrinking

again.

Zithu:What'swrongbabe,youokay?

Me:YeahI'm fineit'sjustHeadache.

Zithu:PleasetakeashowerI'llmakesomethingfor

youtoeatthendrinksomepainkillers.

Me:OkayThanks!.



YesterdayIthoughtIwastipsybutinactualfactI

wasdrunk,ThatKennyGofhismademefallasleep

andIwastiredsoIsleptonthecar.Itakeashower

andlotionwithmyStuffIbroughtmytoiletrythis

time.AfterlotionIworemycottonshortsandatank

topthenworeslides,it'shotoutside.Imademyway

downstairstheAromacan'tbemissed,andIdidn't

eatLastNightsoforsurei'm hungry.Istandatthe

doorFramewatchinghim ashedohisthing,surely

heknowshiswayinthekitchen,buttonightI'llbe

takingoverandshowhim whatBhelekazitaughtme.

"Youknowyoucantakeapictureitlastlong"

Me:Iforgotitupstairs,I'm lazytogoupheadache

isn'tgivingmeachance.

Zithu:wereyoudrinkingyesterday?

Me:NoIwasn't.

Zithu:Yousure?

Me:Yeah!

Heswitched offthestoveand cameto me.He

wrapshisarmsaroundmywaist.andpeckmyneck



thentrailofftomyshoulder.

Zithu:BukaMinaSthandwaSam.[Lookatmemy

love].

Ishyawayandlookaround.

Zithu:NgiyakhulumaphoNahiko.[I'm talkingNahiko].

Ilookathim,IstarerightathisEyes,hehasDark

blueeyes.

Zithu:wereyoudrinkingyesterday?

Me:JustfewGlassesofwine.

Zithu:Phouqambelaniamanga?[Thenwhydidyou

lie?]

Idon'tAnswer,hechucklethenKissme,Ikisshim

BackhisGranistightonmywaist.Idon'tknowwhy

butI'm enjoyingthiskiss,hepicksmeupandputme

ontopofthekitchenCounter,myhandsfindshis

neckasheisbrushingmybarethighs,Itakemyleft

handintohischestrubbingitslowlyupanddown.I

don'tknow whatI'm doingorwhatI'm feelingbutI

don'twantittostop,hecomesformyneckIthrow

myhead backand allow him to have some full



access.Ilet a slight moan while he groans

tighteninghisgrabonmythighsifIwasWhitein

skincolourIwouldbehavinghandmarks.

"Yhoyoutwogetaroom"hegroansonmyneck

whileIkeephim close.

Zithu:Itoldy'allnottocometodayandtomorrow,

whatareyoudoinginmyhouse?

Guy:GeezBrelaxwewerepassing.

"YoSandswhyareyouwaistingtimeonthebeers"a

voicefrom theloungeShouts.

Zithu:reallyGuys?

Hefinallyletgoofme,andremovemefrom the

counter.

Zithu:BabepleaseeatsomethingI'llComeandgive

youyourpainkillers.

Sandz:HeybabyGirl.

Me:Hi.

Hetakes3beersonfridgeandgobacktothelounge,

ZithulelekissmeandfollowafterthatSandz.



IeatthechickenmayoWrapandpotatochipsonthe

side,Itakeajuiceinthefridge,Iseatatbarstool

nexttothekitchencounter.Whatjusthappened?My

pantieswere wet,Iwasgoing to have sexwith

Zithulele?Ican'ttrustmybodyaroundhim now.I

justcan't,whatwould'vehappenedifhisfrienddidn't

come.

"Hey"IlookatMlungisistandingatthedoor.

Me:HiMlu,howareyou?

Mlungisi:I'm Good,it'sbeenalongtimewithout

seeingyou.

Me:Yeah,younolongercomeintheofficethatis

why.

Mlungisi:MyWife is pregnant,she's on her6th

Month,shelikesgivingbirthprematurelysoIhaveto

Bebyhersideeverytime.

Me:That'saGoodthingtodo,Congratulationsby

theway.Howmanykidsdoyouhave?

I'm thinkingofwhatMamkhizesaidaboutMlungisi's

wifebeingpregnantallthetime.



Mlungisi:Thankyou,thisisathirdbaby.

Me:Ohhthat'snice,babiesareablessing

Mlungisi:trulytheyare,soyouandmybrotherare

dating.

Me:Yesweare.

Mlungisi:Congratulations,ifhecheatsonyou,beat

youuptakeyouforshitleavehisAssbaby.Don't

settle for less.Iknow he is my brother but

Mamkhizemadesurewetreatwomenwithrespect

soifhedoesn'tLeavehim simpleasthat,youneed

tovalueyourselfmoreinthanvalueaRelationship,I

knowthisbecauseit'sbeen4yearssinceImarried

OyisabutItakecareofmyselffirstthenherandour

kidsandmarriage.Youcouldsavearelationshipbut

looseyourselfwhilesavingit,sodoyouBabygirl.

Ilaugh.

Me:ThankyouMlungisi,I'llcarryyouradvicewith

mealways.

Mlungisi:I'm Gladyouwill,nowcomemeettherest

ofthebrothers.



Me:I'm wearingashort.

Mlungisi:sowhat?It'snotlikewewilltouchyour

thighs.

IwashtheplateandtheGlassIwasusingthen

takeshishand,heofferedme.Wemakeourwayto

theloungehandinhand.

Chumani?YeahIknewit,Iknowhim.

Mlungisi:ThisisSands,who'sfullnameisSandile

and

Me:Chumani.

Zithu:Youknowhim?

Me:YeahIdo,butChumanidoyouknowme?

Chumani:YeahIdo.

Zithu:Andwheredoyouguysknoweachother!.

Me:He'sdatingmybestfriendAzole.

Sandz:Andwedidn'tknowaboutthat?

Zithu:Youcangoaskhim thatquestionoutsidemy

house,canyouguysleave?You'veseenmywifenow



leave.

Mlungisi:can we finish these lastcans Bafo?

[Brother]

Zithu:Chaaningiphumele.[Nopleaseleave]

Theyleavemumblingsomethingwecan'thear

Me:ReallyZithulele?Didyoureallyhavetobethat

rude?

Zithu:Theydisturbed mypeacewith mywoman

whenItoldthem nottocome!.

Me:Stillyou'rerude!

Zithu:ShouldIcallthem hereagain?

Me:What?Nodon't.

Zithu:Thencomelet'swatchamovieonNetflix.

Me:PleasemakesomesnackandIwillchoosea

movie.

Zithu:SthandwaSam doyouknowhowtocook?

Ilaugh.

Me:Whyareyouaskingthisquestion?



Zithu:YoualwayssendmearoundtheKitchen,I

makesnackforyou,lunchforyou,breakfast.

Me:Ineveraskbabe,youalwaysoffer.

Zithu:DoyouknowhowtoCookthough?

Me:NoIdon't.

Zithu:Iknewit,doyouknowhowtomakeEggs?

Me:Ialwaysburnthem,andonlymeeatsthem

Zithu:I'llteach you how to cook mawungena

emagcekenioMkhizeyoushouldknowhowtocook.

[WhenyouentertheMkhizehouseholds]

Me:YouthebestcookersoIdon'thavetoworry.

Zithu:Mamkhizewould cryisshehearsherson

cooksforagirl.HayiangisakhulumikengoBaba.

[NottoevenmentionhowmyFatherwouldfeel]

Me:I'm jokingIcancook,I'llmakesomethingGood

foryou,justwaitfortonight.RememberIwasraised

bymyGrandmothershewould turn in hergrave

shouldIdisappointher.

Zithu:ThenIjustcan'twait,letmegomakethe



snack,pleasechooseaverygoodmovie.

Me:SureIwill

HemakeshiswaytothekitchenwhileIchoosea

nicemovieforus.I'llgoforTylerPerry'sFallfrom

Grace.

"Decided?"Heaskscomingtoseatnexttome,he

haschipsandsweets.

Me:AFallFrom Graceit'sTylerPerry'smovie.

Zithu:OkayLet'swatch.

Hesettlenexttomeandlaymyheadonhisthighs.

Wewatchthemoviefellingcomfortable

BytheTimethemovieIdon'tknowhowmanytimes

Icried,TylerperryisGOAThehasnoleaguehekeep

makingushateman.

Me:Hedidn'tdeservetolive,Ithoughthedied.

Zithu:You'reaSuchacrybaby,butmycrybaby.

Me:The things us women go through,we don't

deservethem.Wecantrytobestrongit'sManlike



him thatmakesuswomenliveinfear,fearforour

Lives,formarriagesbecauseofsuchsituations

Zithu:Igetwhatyouaresaying,therearestillgood

MenOutthere,manwhowillneverlaytheirhandson

women,Man who respects woman.Ifor one

PromiseyouIwillneverlayhandonyou,disrespect

you,cheatonyou,madeyoufeelsmall.Iwillalways

cherishbeingwithyou,IloveyouBhelekaziit'syou

thatIlovenobodyelse,youhavemyheart.I'm inthis

foralongrun,memarryingyouwillneverchangemy

loveforyouIwillletyouliveyourdreams,bewhat

youwanttobebutallIaskfrom youishonestyand

Lovethat'sallIaskfrom you.Yourloveisverymuch

sufficientformeandthat'sall.

Me:IloveyouMkhize,Iloveonlyyou.You'remyfirst

andlastlove,youhavethatfrom me.Icametoyou

broken,Havingscars,hurtandhavingnospacefor

love.Youlovedmeregardlessallthat,thankyoufor

thatKhabazela.Thankyouforyourhugelovethank

you,trustmeI'm inthisforthelongestrunofmylife.

Ican'tevenexplainmyloveImyselfdon'tknowhow

Icanloveapersonthismuchbutyoumadeitall



possible,you'redeepinmyheartandit'syounobody

else,Ican'tevenimaginemylifewithoutyouinit,in

suchashortspaceoftimeyou'redeepinthedepths

ofmyheart.IloveyouMkhize,onlyyou.

Icaresshisface,hetakesmyhandsandkissthem.

Hecomesinmyfaceandkissmeandkisshim back,

thiskissisdifferentfrom theotherkisseswe've

sharedbeforeit'sfullofloveandemotions.Tears

dropdownmycheeks,it'sthiskissit'sjustamazing.

Zithu:NgifunaubeUmkam.[Iwantyoutobemywife]

Me:Allinduetimemylove.Letmegotothekitchen

andCook,it'sgettinglate.

Zithu:I'llbeinmystudydoingsomeofficeworkof

youneedme.

Me:Okaybabe.

Itakethebowlsthathadchips,andsweetsthen

makemywaytothekitchenandIrinsethem.

Whatam Igoingtocook,Icheckthefridgeand

cupboards whatto cook.Idecided on cooking

creamysampandoxtailstew.



Itake outthe necessaryingredientsand started

cooking.

It's7pm andI'vealreadysetthetable,Iwentupstairs

andchangedintohissweatpantsandaT-shirt.Then

wenttohisstudy,hewasbusyconcentratedonhis

Laptopscreen,helookedreallyhandsome.

Me:Foodisreadypleasecome.

Heclosesherlaptonthenmakeshiswaytome.

Zithu:I'vebeendying,I'm sohungryicouldeatfor3

people.

Me:Thencomeandfulfillyourwish.

Zithu:ShouldIorderapizzajustincase?

Me:There'snoneedcome.

Hefollows.

Zithu:Myclothessuityou.

Me:Thankyou.

Zithu:NiceAss.

Istopandlookathim.HeshrugshisshoulderandI



shakemyhead.

Me:You'resuchaPervet.

Helaughs.

Zithu:AndyoulovethisPervet.

Me:mxxm.

HeseatsdownandIwenttothekitchentookabowl

withwarm waterandatowel.I'm doingthistheold

way,it'smyfirsttimecookingforhim soalittle

respectgoesalongaway.

Zithu:mhh,canIgetthistreatmentforever?

Hewasheshishandsanddriesthenwiththecloth.

Me:Don'tgetused.

Iwalktothekitchenandcomebackwithjuicethen

wentbacktofetchourplates.

Zithu:Itsmells greatcan'twaitto taste it.Pho

Sthandwasamiunderukuphi?[Mylovewhereismy

beer?]

Me:Nottodaylove,you'lldrinkjuice.



Zithu:Thingswedoforlove.

Heshakeshishead,Iblessthefoodandweeat.

Zithu:mhh Sthandwa samithis is good,even

Mamkhizenevermadesuchanamazingdish.

Me:Methankyou,Igotitallfrom myGrandmother.

Zithu:Thankstoher.

Weeatwithhim complementingmyfood,heasks

forsecondsandIdishforhim again.Aftereatingwe

washedthedishes,andputtedtheleftoversonthe

fridgehesaidit'sgoingtobehisbreakfast.

Wemakeittotheroom.

"I'm goingtotakeashowerwannajoinme"Ichoked

onmysaliva.

Ididn'texpectthat.

Zithu:I'm jokingI'lltakeshowerintheroom next

dooryoucanusethisone.

Inod,becauseI'm stillshockedaboutwhatI'vejust

said.Itookashowerthem woremypyjamas.

Hecamewearinghissweatpants.



Igotinsidethecovers,heremoveshissweatpants

andleftwithhisboxers.

Hegotinsidethecoverstoo,andsnugglesmenext

tohim.

Zithu:Yousmelllikeflowers,yousmellgood.

Me:Ican'tevensaythataboutyou,yousmellgood

too.

Zithu:Baby

Me:mhh?

Zithu:After(clearsthroat)afterMthetho,haveyou

everinitiatedinsex?

Me:No.

Zithu:ohokay.

Hekeepsquietlikehe'sthinking.

Me:Whyareyouaskingthisquestionthough?

Zithu:Iwasjustasking,Isawhowshockedyouwere

whenItalkedabouthavingashowerwithme.You

don'thavetobescaredofme,Iwouldneverdo

anythingthatcouldhurtyou,ifyou'renotreadyI'm



willingtowaitnorush.

Me:Thankyouforunderstanding.

Ilayonhischest.

Me:Iloveyou.

Zithu:WithallofmyheartIloveyoutoo.

Iwasthefirstonetowakeupinthemorning,Iwent

tothebathroom washedmyhands,faceandmouth

thenwentbacktobed.Itookmyphonethem took

picturesofhiscuteface,andIneedtochangemy

wallpaper.

Ikisshim alloverhisfacehegroansandswamps

mearound,nowhe'sontopofme.

Zithu:MorningSweetheart!

Ismileathim

HekissmethenleavesandgototheBathroom.

Hecomesback.

Zithu:Comelet'sgo makeyousomebreakfastI



havemyleftovers.

Me:Butinthemorningbabe,can'tyoueatitlikein

theAfternoon.

Zithu:Iwantitnow.

Hesaidsulking.

Me:Okayokay,youcanhaveit.

Hesmiled,thentookmyhand.

Me:Whynotpiggybackme?

Zithu:Chayou'reHeavy!

Me:Haa,ZithuleleI'm onlyasize30/32Geez.

Zithu:Iwasjokingcome.

Hetakesmeonhisbackandwemakeourway

downstairs.

Zithu:You'relightasafeather!.

Ilaughed,becauseIagreewithhim cozIreallyfeel

light.

"Zithuwhomadethisoxtailandcreamysamp,the

bestI'veevertastednotevenicanpullitthrough"



Zithu:Mamkhizeearlyinthemorning!

Mamkhize:Sawubunasisterwife.[Hello]

Me:Helloma..

Zithu:Iaskedyouaquestion.

Mamkhize:Iwasjustpassingby,soIdecidedto

comeandmakeyoubreakfastIthoughtyouwere

alone.

Zithu:ohh,andthenmyfood?

Mamkhize:It'sGood,whocookedit?

Zithu:Nahiko.

Mamkhize:youneedtoteachmehowtomakethis

oxtail,Ineedtomakeitformyhusband.

Me:I'llteachyoudon'tworry.

Mamkhize:Okaykidsletmeleaveyou,pleaseagain

don'tmakebabies.

Welaugh.

Me:Byema

Zithu:Byemylove!



Shewavesandwalkout.

Zithu:Ineedtochangemylocks,speciallynowthatI

haveyou,theyjustcan'tcomeanytimetheywant.

Me:Buttheyareyourfamily

Zithu:ThefactthatI'm notmarrieddoesn'tmean

thattheycouldcomehereanytimeIrespecttheir

privacy,theyshouldrespectmine.

Me:okayIheardyou.

Zithu:Nowcomehere.

Hehugsmetightlybutnotthattight.

Zithu:Iwanttobewithyouallthetime.

Me:It'sworkbabe,atleastI'llbeleavinglateron.

Zithu:Iloveyou.

Me:Iloveyouwaymore.

Hesmilesatmeandkissmeandweshareahug,

thisfeelslikeHome,Idon'twanttoletgo!

.

GuysIhaveloadsofschoolworkthatIneedtocover,



so1insertadaywoulddo.ThenifI'm notthatbusy

I'lltype2orme.

Lovey'all,Goodnight

TWENTYONE

ZITHULELEMKHIZE

"Bhutisheshaphelakadengilindilelana"[Bigbrother

hurryupI'vebeenwaitingfortoolonghere]

IregrettellingBabusisiwethatI'm comingwithher

togoshoppingforTomorrow'sparty.

Iwalktoher.

Me:Can'twelikedoittomorrowwhenwe'reinCape

Town,I'llgiveyoumycard.

Babu:youpromisebhuti?

Me:Yesbabysis,butyoudon'ttellBuhle.

Babu:Mylipsaresealed,letmegoandPackmy

clothes.

Me:Sure.

Iwalkbacktomyrondavel,myphoneisringingit's



mywife.

Me:mkam.[Mywife]

Nahiko:Pleasetellmeyou'reonyourwaytothe

Airportcomingback.

Me:IwillbeflyinglaterSthandwaSam.Pleasebe

patient

Nahiko:PatientZithulele?Patientstaytheredon't

comeback.

Me:IwillmeetupwithyoulateassoonasIland

you'llbethefirstpersonIsee.

Nahiko:Imissyoubaby.

Me:ImissyoutooSthandwaSam,thishastobethe

longestmonthever.

Nahiko:Minetoo,andit'sallyourfaultI'm gluedto

you.Youneverwantmetomovebyyourside.

Me:Ijustcan'tgetenoughofyouthat'swhy.You

andyourfriendsarestillinabouttomorrow?

Nahiko:Yeahwewillit'snotlikewehadsomewhere

togo.



"Bafo,Bafo!"ThatMlungisicallingme.

Me:LookmyloveIhavetoleaverightnow,I'llcall

youwhenI'm abouttocatchaflightokay.

Nahiko:OkayBaby,Iloveyou.

Me:Iloveyouwaymore.

Nahiko:IknowBye!

Shedropsthecall.

Me:what'stheproblem.

Mlungisi:Oyisaisgivingmeproblemsshewantme

tobabysit.Ijustneedabeer.

Me:Itoldyoutostopmakingbabies,lookatyou

now.Asambe.[let'sgo]

Wewenttothemainhouseandtookbeersfrom the

fridgethenwalkedtothekraal.

Mlungisi:Whenareyoumakingbabies?

Me:When thetimeisright,Iwantherto finish

schoolfirst,engagehergetmarriedthenkids.

Mlungisi:Youseeafuturewithher?



Me:there'snooneipicturehavingfuturewithifnot

with her,Ilove herman thatiteven scare me

sometime,whatifihurtherintheprocessweboth

knowthatI'm notperfectbutI'm tryingforher.

Mlungisi:ThenyouhavetotalktoMkhizeabout,he

knowsthebestwords.

"Andwhatdoyouneedtotalktomeabout?"

Mkhizesatontherockjustoppositeus.

Mlungisi:Hewilltalktoyou,I'm gone!

Heleftjustlikethat,he'ssuchatraitornowIhaveto

facemyFatheralone,He'saverystraightforward

Manhedoesn'tbeataroundthebush.He'saManof

hiswordsandwhenitcomestowomenheprotects

them withhis.

"NgilaleleGubhela"[I'm listening]

Me:ChaBabait'snotabigthing.

Mkhize:KhulumaZithulele.[speakZithulele]

Me:Babaweweretalkingaboutmarriageandkids,

andItoldMlungisithatwhenNahikoisreadyand

donewithschoolI'lldotherightthing.



Mkhize:Areyousureabouther?

Me:YesBabaI'm sure,I'veneverbeenthissure

aboutsomethingasIam rightnow

Mkhize:Can she handle you,do you thing she's

strongenoughtobeaMkhizeWife?

Me:That'swhatisworryingme,she'stoofragileI'm

scaredforher.

Mkhize:Haveyoutoldher?

Me:Chababa.

Mkhize:Whatareyouwaitingfor?

Me:Therighttime,butIwilltellherwhensheis

ready.It'snotlikeI'm rushingher.

Hechuckle.

Mkhize: Angizophinda ngikhulume nawe

ngaloku,MtsheleGubhela.[Iwonttalktoyouabout

thisagain,tellherGubhela]

HeleftandIwasnow leftaloneinthekraalwith

thoughtsinmymind.IcarpulledoutattheGate,

Buhlecameoutsmiling.



Thecardroveoff,Iwalkedtoher.

Me:UphumaphiBuhle!?[Whereareyoucomingfrom

Buhle]

ShequicklyturnedandLookedatme.

Buhle:Bhuti?

Me:Uphumaphi?Ubukuphi?[Whereareyoucoming

from,wherewereyou?]

Buhle:Uhm comingfrom myfriend'splace.

Me:WhoJustdroppedyou?

Buhle:Ohthat,thatwasmyfriend'smother.

Me:maungibhekileubonaISdomu?[whenyoulook

atmedoyouseeanidiot?]

Buhle:ChaBhuti.[Nobigbrother]

Shelookeddown.

Me:UsuyajolamanjeBuhle?[Areyoudatingnow

buhle?]

Buhle:Chabhuti.[Nobigbrother]

Me:wee Buhle,ngiyakukhuza njalo.Ungangilingi



Minauyezwa?Hlukananabafanauseyinganephela

Siyezwana?[BuhleI'm warningyou,don'ttestmedo

youhearme?Leavetheboysaloneyou'restillachild

areweclear?]

Buhle:Yebo bhutingikuzwile![Yesbig brotherI

heardyou].

Me:Youcango,wehave1hourtosparesothatwe

cangobacktocapetown.

Buhle:alright.

Shewalkedaway,she'sonly20yearsoldshecannot

bedating,she'sstillyoung.IwalktomyrondavelI

tookmybagthencontinuedwithmyPackingthat

wasdisturbedbyMlungisi.

"Bafo"can'tIjusthavepeace!

Me:YeboMnqobiyiniinkinga?[YesMnqobiwhat's

theproblem?].

MnqobicomesaftermethenBabusisiweandthe

lastbornisBuhlebendalo.

Mnqobi:IneedsomeR200brother,I'llrepayyou

whenwegetbacktocapetown.



Me:Okayletmecount,youowememorethana

R5000andyouneverpaid.Whatwillyoudowiththis

money?

Mnqobi:eishI'llgiveittoSonto.

Me:WhyareyouplayingthisGirlMnqobi?Areyou

evenusingcondom withher?

Mnqobi:Usuqalileubaubabakithi,umncaneBafo

justrelax.[you'vestartedbeinglikefathertous,

you'restillyoungbrother]

Me:I'm old,wayolderthanyou.

Mnqobi:SocanIgetthemoney?

Me:Iwantitback.

Igivehim aR200note,heleavesrightafterthat.I

feelsorry forNomasonto,she loves this idiot

whereas Mnqobijustuse herwhen he's here in

Mnambithi.

Ilayonmybed,I'm tired.BeingHomeinLadySmith

hasalwaysbeenrefreshing,beinginthegroundsof

Mkhize'sbutnotthistimearound.Iwasmissingmy

Woman,whereasshewashavingfunbackincape



town,butdeepdownIknew shemissesme.She

wouldcallwhenshe'sdrunk,ArghIlovethatgirl.

"Daddy,daddy!"

Myfavouriteniececomestomerunning.

Me:YesMyAngel.

Zen:We'releavingnow,MkhulusaidIshouldcome

andcallyou.

Me:Okaydaddyiscomingrightnow!

Shenodsandrunback,thisoneisadramaqueen,a

toomuchworkbutshe'sbeenbehavingsincebaby

Ndalowasborn,shehasBigsisterdutiesnow.Itake

mysuitcase and give itBabusisiwe then joined,

Mkhize,MlungisiandMnqobiinthekraal.Wetalked

totheMkhizeancestors,afterthatwemakeourway

totheAirport.

"HeyBabywe'reonourwaytotheAirportrightnow,

I'llsee you after3 hours.You know Ilove you

Always"

Ipresssend,Ijustcan'twaittoseethatprettyface.



_________________

NAHIKOMSOMI

Ismiledafterreadinghistext,Ican'tbelieveit'sbeen

anAmazing6MonthsbeinginaRelationshipwith

him,this Decemberhas to be the bittersweet

DecemberI'veeverheard.Thebitterpartiswhenmy

ManleftandwentbackhomeinKZNforthisHoliday

season.Hesaidit'saritual,everyyeartheygothere

andbewiththerestoftheirFamilyIwashurtbutI

understandfamilycomesfirst.Thesweetpartis

thatIhavemysistersatmycorner,weclubbedthis

holidayleftrightandcentre.ImissedmyMantoo

muchit'sthe30thofDecemberandI'm shopping

withmyfriendsfortomorrow'scrossoverallwhite

partyatthe'MkhizeMansion'I'llbemeetingwithhis

wholefamily,I'vemetMrMkhizewaybeforeIdated

Zithulele,heoncecameintotheofficeandlookedat

meforthelongesttimehewaswithMlungisithat

dayI'm gladhedidn'tcometomei'm scaredofthat

man.I'llbemeetingwiththerestofhisFamilyand

thatishisbrotherand2sisters.I'm notreadybutI



don'tCare I'm notdating them I'm dating their

brotherwhethertheylikeitornotIjustdon'tCare.

OntheotherpartofgoodnewsZithulelewillbe

turning31onthe1stofJanuarysoI'llgivehim the

bestbirthdaypresentwhichismyself.Itwillbeour

firsttimebeingintimate,I'm finallyreadythanksto

Charmaine'sgroupsessionithelpedalot.

"Areyougoingtosmilelikethatallday,wedon't

havealldaywehaveMantogoto"that'sGigi,yes

youheardrightGigihasaMan.He'sacarpenterhe

owns furnishershop something like that,he's a

coloured.IneverknownGigilikecolouredsbutshe

loves hercaldrin and caldrin loves hertoo.Our

blindatesfailed.

Me:Yesma'am,canwegonow.

Isaidthrowingmyphoneinsidemyback..

Azole:Wehavealingerietolookfor!.

Gigi:IknowaperfectStore.

'thickmadame'

Me:AreyouguystryingtosayI'm fat?



Gigi:It's notthat,this shops sells allsorts of

beautifullingeriebutSupportphatpeopletoo.They

havetheebestlingerieyou'llnevergowrong.

Me:Guyscan'tIjustwearmypanties?Idon'tlike

thisidea.

Azole:Babygirl,it'shisbirthday,you'reapresent.

Haveyoueverseenapresentwithoutwrap?You're

thepresentthelingerieisthecoverwrap.

Gigi:Justlikethat,trustmeyou'lllooksexy.

Azole:And ifhe wrips yourlingerie into peaces

tomorrow morning he'llgiveyou hiscard to bye

more.

Gigi:Anditalwayswork.

Me:ButguysthisisZithulelewe'retalkingabout,

he'saZuluMan.

Azole:He'sstillaMan,andit'snotlikehisbank

accountwillbehurt.I'm surehehasablackcard.

Gigi:Hehasablackcard.

Me:Canwejustgetthisoveranddonewith!



Azole:Ride him baby,ride him as if his life

dependentonyou.ThenintheMorningthecardis

allyours.

Irolledmyeyes,welookedaroundandAzolecame

withaRedlingerie.

Azole:Thisismadeforyou!

We bought the lingerie,and the dresses for

tomorrow.Sowearesorted,waitthere'ssomething

wrongwithYothandoshehardlysaidanythingtoday,

sheonlypicked adressshewillweartomorrow

night.

Me:Yothandoyouokay?

Yothando:mhhyeah,yeah

Gigi:Wewellaskagain,Yothandoareyouokay?

Yothando:IthinkI'm pregnant.

Me&Gigi:What??

Azole:Yhoo!

Me:Whyyouthinkinglikethis?

Yothando:Thisisthe3rdmonthwithoutgettingmy



periods.

Me:Howaboutwegotoclicksbuysomepregnancy

teststhenwhenwearriveathomewewillcheck

them.

Theyagreewithme,aswe'realreadyatclicksImake

mywaytotheclinicsidethere'snoone,IgetinsideI

doafamilyplanningcontraceptives.Ican'taffordto

be pregnant.Ipaid then joined them.Gigiwas

driving,wewenttoMcDonald'sdrivethruandbought

ourselvesburgers.Therewasalotoftensioninthe

car,evenmisstalknonstopAzolewasquiet.Thank

GodMamaandTwinsareintheEasternCape.We

seatdown.

Me:10TestsGuys?

Azole:What?Wewanttomakesure.

Gigi:Yothandopleasegoandpeeonthiscup.

Shegivesheracuptopee.IcanseeitinYothando's

eyesthatshe'sscared.Shecomesback,withthe

cup.GigidipsthePregnancytestssticksintothe

urine.Andwewait,myphonedisturbsthemoment

itsbabe.



Me:Heylove.

Zithu:HeySthandwaSam,I'vejustlanded.

"Sawubonasisterwife"

IlaughatMamkhize'svoice.

Me:saytomysisterwifeIsayhellotoo.

Hetellhismother,andhismotherwantstotalkover

the phone butzithu ishaving non ofitand I'm

laughingontheotherside.

Zithu:Imissyou,Ican'twaittoseeyou.

Me:Aboutthat,Yothandoisnotfeelingwell.

Zithu:Justfor5-10minutesmylovethenI'llleave.

Me:Ohokay.

Zithu:Alright,I'm onmyway.

Me:Okayhedropsthecall

Azole:Alrightlet'schecktheresults.

Yothando:Nahikopleasecheck.

Whatme?I'm scaredtoo.



Me:Gigipleasecheck.

Gigiturneachandeverytesttherearetworedline

oneachandeverystick.YothandocriedIwenttoher,

andhugher.

Me:YouhavetotellLwandoaboutthis.

Yothando:Webrokeup,andIwanttodoabortion.

Isshecrazy?

Me:Whendidyouguysbrokeup?

Yothando:beforeDecember.

Azole:Yhoo!

Gigi:You can'thaveAbortion,theclearBlu says

you're9weekspregnant,it'sahugerisk.

Yothando:WhatwillIdowiththispregnancy?

Me:YouwilltellLwando,ifhedoesn'twantthebaby,

thenit'ssimplewewillbetherewithyoueachand

everystepoftheway.

Azole:Andyou'reoldenough,youareworkingyou

haveaverymuchstablejob.Yourbabywillhave3

beautifulAuntswhowillspoilherlikecrazyandwe



willloveher,wewillevenfatherherifithasto.

Gigi:It'saboyAzolebutyou'rerightineachand

everywordyousaid.

Me:OkayIknowyoutwowillStartfightingaboutthe

gender,butyeahsisabortionisnotanoptionsince

you'refarwithyourpregnancy.Wearehereforyou

okay.

Yothando:Thankyouguys,Ineedaglassofwine

rightnow.

Azole:UphambeneaglassofOrangejuicecoming

up.

Welaughatherthoughshe'srightaboutwhatshe

justsaid.

Me:Sowe'regoingtobeAunts!

Azole:Wondersshallneverend!

We laugh ather statement,even Yothando is

laughing.

Iam happyforher,andI'llsupportherallthewayI'll

evenbetherewhenshegivesbirthIjustcan'twait.



.

.

Eveningloves.

Iam askingfory'alltopleaseparticipate,please

shareyourviewsonthecommentboxsothatIcan

bemotivatedbyyourresponsetowardsmystory.

PleaseguyscommentsothatIcanhaveinterestsin

yourviews.Youdon'tknowhowdiscouragingtosee

5or6Commentswheretherearemorethan100

likes.I'm notfightingbutallI'm askingforisforyou

guystocomment.Iam pleadingwithy'all.Please

comment,likeandshare.

Thankyou,lovey'all .

TWENTYTWO

"Youlookbeautiful,thisdresssuitsyou.You'rejust

likeGabrielleUnion"

Ilookather,IlovethewayAzolecomplementsme

everytimesheseesme,whetheri'm prettyornot

shejustcomplementsme,shealwaysboostmyself

confidenceandi'm gratefulforhavinginmylife.



Me: Thank you best friend, even you look

breathtaking.

Azole:IknowDarling,butthanks.

Me:WhereisGigiandBabymama?

Yothando'snewnamenowisbabymama,allthanks

toAzoleofcourse.

WecalledMymothertodayandtoldherthisandshe

saidIQuote"Ndiyanivaniyathethaneh,butndifuna

Ayivisisisa lento niyithethayo xa ndilapho.Aniyazi

ngokuicondom Yothando,YhoohayiNdiyalingwa.

Ndilindeni nge 3 Ndilapho, yhuu nizondisa

engcwabenindisemncinciNina"[Icanhearyou're

talkingnow,butIwanttohearallofthisproperly

whenI'm there.Youdon'tknow Whatisacondom

Yothando,You'retemptingme.Waitformeonthe

3rdI'llbethere.Youkidswanttosendmetothe

graveearly]

ShehasBhelekazi'sDrama,she'sjustdramaticshe

willbefineandcooledwhenshegetshere,she's

alreadydigestingthenewsasit's.

Azole:Gigi,babyMamahurryup.



TheycomeherelookingsoBeautyinthosewhite

dress.We allare wearing white dresses,even

thoughIwantedawhitesuitbuttheydidn'tagreeI'm

Gladtheydidn'tallowmetocozI'm lookingsexyin

thisDress,itexposesmybody,capturingalltheright

parts.

Gigi:Yourweekendbagbabes,andsomecondoms

youheardSis'Bulelwa.

Sis'Bulelwaismymother.

Me:I'm oninjection,wenttothedoctorsyesterday.

Gigi:Itwon'twork,youneeditfor5daystobein

yoursystem soifyouletZithuleletakesyouwithout

condom pleasegetamorningafterpill.

Azole:WorrynotIalwayscarrythose,chumanijust

hatescondom.

Shehandsmeasetofpills.Iputthem insidethe

bagwherethere'smylingerieandchangingclothes

fortomorrow.

Azole:It'sthe31stofDecemberthathousebetter

havesomevibeorI'm leavingIcan'tstandalame



placeunlessthere'stoomuchalcoholthenIdon't

haveaproblem.

Welaugh..

Yothando:You'lldiebecauseofalcohol.

Azole:ThankyouBabymama,Juiceisthereforsure

don'tworryyourself.

Welaugh,icanseeYothandowantstocry,andI've

heardPregnantwomencryalotandIcan'tafford

thatrightnow.

Me:She'sjustjoking,begladyoudrankyourWhole

Decemberandyouknew aboutthebabyattheend

ofthe festive season be gratefulotherwise you

would'vebeensobereversince.

Yothando:yeahyourightyaz.

Me:I'm alwaysrightbabymama.

Weshareahugandtakespictures,Gigiisourdriver

toourlocation.

WearriveattheMkhizeMansion,OhHolyfuck,This

reallyisaMansion.



Azole:WhydidthatgirlhadtomarrymyMlungisi,

seewheremyin-lawshousewould'vebeen.

Gigi:Cryforthelosttime.

Me:Andyou'llbemeetingwithhiswife.

Azole:I'm notreadytomeether,doyouknowheris

sheugly?

Me:Ihaven'tmether,butshe'sprettyjudgingbyher

prettyDaughterandson.

Azole:YeahwhateverIhavemyMansthatIloveso

much.

Yothando:ThenbetterbeniceonMlungisi'swife.

Azole:I'lltry.

Gigi:Don'ttrybutdoAzole.

Azole:OkayfineIwillbenice.

Justthenmyphonerang.

Me:Heylove.

Zithu:Pleasetellmeyou'reonyourwayhere,oryou

arehere!



Me:we'vejustarrived.

Zithu:okayI'm onmyway!

Me:Iscomingtofetchuslet'sgoandwaitnextto

thedoor.

Aguywho's wearingablacksuitknocksonGigi's

window.

Shelowersherwindow.

Gigi:HicanIhelpyou?

Guy:Helloma'am,I'm heretotakeyourcarandtake

ittoparkinglot.

Gigi:Aparkinglot?

Guy:Yesma'am.

Wegotoffthecar,andtherewerenocarsaround.

Theguysdrivesoff,andthere'smyManlookingso

handsomeIhiswhitetuxedo.Heshavedprettywell.

ArggmymanisgorgeousifImaysayso.

Zithu:WazewamuhleSthandwasami.[Youlookso

beautifulmylove]



Me:Thankyou,youlookhandsometoo,IwishI

couldeatyourightnow.

He laughed at my statement,he gets more

handsomewhenhe'slaughing.

Zithu:don'tforgetI'm aMan.Wozala.[Comehere]

Hehugsme,GoshhesmellssoGoodI'm sniffinghis

Cologne.

HeKissesme.

"Okaylovebirdsstopitnow!"

Hechucklesstillhislipsonmine.Hepullsout.I

brushhislipsremovingthenudelipstickonhislips.

Zithu:Isitremoved?

Me:Yeah.

Zithu:Goodeveningladies!

Yothando:Ohnow yourHighnessdecidestogreet

us.

Gigi:StopbeingJealousBabymama,heyZithulele.

Azole:Hihandsome.



Yothando:istherefoodthere?

Azole:Yhoosafa!

Zithu:Yeahplentyofit.

Yothando:thenwhyarewestillwaiting?

Shesaysmakingherwaytothedoor.

Me:Don'tworryshe'spregnantthat'sall.

Zithu:Really?Weshouldmakeourowntoo.

Hesayssmiling.

Me:Notnowbabe.

Zithu:Iknowmylove.

Hetakesmyhandandweallwalkinside,thehouse

is beautifuldecorated with rose gold and white.

Therearechandeliersallthetop.It'selegantand

beautiful.

Gigi:thisisdream cometrue.

Azole:Zithulelehowrichareyouguys?

Zithulaughs.

Zithu:Ladiescanyoupleaseladieshelpyourself



withanythingthatyouwant,therearedrinksover

thereandfood.I'llbetakingmyladywithme.

Azole:Pleasedon'tmakebabies,we'restilladjusting

tothisonebabywehave.

Zithu:Don'tworrywewillnot.

Azole:Thank you,Gigithere's wine there and

YothandoJuiceovertherehoney.

Wealllaugh,Zithutakesmyhandwithhis.Thereare

alotofstares.

Me:I'm scaredbabe.

Zithu:Don'tworry,myfatherdoesn'tbite,sodomy

sistersandbrothers.

Me:Asifthatwillmakemefeelbetter.

Zithu:Butthiswillmakeyoubetter.

Hekissesme,forafewsecondsthensmileatme.

Peoplewerelookingatus.

Zithu:Betternow?

Ijustsmilehe'sanidiot.



Zithu:There'snolipstickthistime?

Me:Nope.

Zithu:Betterbenot,otherwiseMkhizewouldkillme.

Hetakesmyhandandwalksfurthermore.There's

Mamkhize looking So beautifulin thatsilkwhite

ankledressandrosegolddoekonhead.Shegives

me a warm smile as we approach herand her

beautifulfamily.Theyarealllookinggorgeous.

Mamkhize:Sister wife,awusemuhle.[You look

beautiful]

Ismileather.

Me:Thankyousisterwife,youlookbeautifultoo.

Howoldareyouagain?

Shelaughs.

Mamkhize:25maybe?

Me:Exactlythat.

Shehugsme,herwarmshugsmakesmefeelalittle

better.

Zithu:Okaystopit,NahikoLovepleasemeetmy



FatherBab'uMkhize

Me:Hellobaba.

Mkhize:Sawubona ntombiumuhle,butson I've

already metherIknow her.[Hello Girl,you're

beautiful]

Zithu:Thenshehasmyheartbaba.

Mkhize:Shebetternotbreakit.

Ilaugh.

Me:Iwouldnever.

Zithu:BabymeetmyBeautifulsisterin-law,Oyisa

andOyisapleasemywomanNahiko.

Oyisa:Nahikoyoulookbeautiful,it'snicetomeet

you,myhusbandandhisbrotheralwaystalkabout

you.

Me:Thankyou,youlookbeautifultoo.AndIhope

theytalkgoodthingsaboutme.

Oyisa:Don'tworryit'sgoodthings.

Mlungisi:Oyisayoucouldn'tstopyourmouth,now

nahikowillknowwetalkabouther.



Oyisa:haababyyoudidn'tsayIshouldn'tsayit.

Zithu:Yeahcouplegivemetimetoo.

Weallsharealaugh.

Zithu:MeetmyBrotherMnqobi.

Me:It'sgoodmeetyouMnqobi.

Mnqobi:Bafo you didn'tsayshe's this beautiful,

Nahikoyoucanleavehim anytimeI'm hereI'lltake

careofyou.

Me:I'llkeepthatinmind.

Zithu:VoetsekMnqobi.

Mnqobi:Iwasn'tjokingthough,I'm seriousNahiko

babygirl.

IlaughasZithugivesmeabigstare.

Mkhize:don'tlookatherlikethat,talkwithyour

brother.

Welaugh.

Zithu:Mnqobi,babythismysisterBabusisiwe,after

3boyswewereblessedwithagirlshe'sourblessing.



Babu:Heynahiko,you'rebeautifulIloveyoursmile.

Me:Thankyou,youtooarebeautiful.

Iwasnow tiredoftheircomplements.Ifeltthey

weresayingjusttopasstime,becausetheywereall

sayingthesamething.

Zithu:AndmeetthebeautifullastbornBuhlebendalo.

Me:NicetomeetyouBuhle.

Buhle:pleasure to meetyou too,the dress is

gorgeousitsuitsYou.

Me:Thankyou.

Zithu:OkayfamilycanIstealtheLadyforjustafew

minutes.

Mamkhize:Noyoucannot,wehavetostaywithher

chatweher.Youhaveallthetimeintheworld.

Babu:Sorrybhutibutmaisright,wehavetoget

knowbetter.

Zithu:Baby?

Ishruggedmyshouldersheraisedhishandsasa

signofgivingup..welaughedather.



Babu:Here'saglassofchampagnebabes.

Me:Thankyou.

Itooktheglassofchampagnebutwhatcaughtmy

eyeswasBuhlewhowasdrinkingjuiceona31st,or

she'snotdrinking?Letmeaskher.

Me:Youdon'tdrinkBuhle?

Shelookedatzithuthenatme.

Buhle:Ido,butyourManovertheredoesn'twantme

todrink,hesaysI'm stillyoung.

Me:What?Howoldareyouagain?

Buhle:20yearsold,andBabuis23butshe'sdrinking.

IlookatZithulelehelooksaway!.

Me:TakeaGlassofchampagneanddrink,you'reold

enoughbetterdrinkinfrontofthepeoplewhocares

aboutyouinsteadofthosedoesn'tevenknowyou.

Buhle:NoonegoesagainstBhuti'sorders.

Zithu:It'sfineyou can drink,justthisonetime.

Otherwiseyou'restillyoung.



Buhle:Thankyoubhuti,thankyoutooNahikofor

savingme.

Me:You'rewelcome.

Buhle:Iloveyoualready!CheersFAM!

Shesaidraisingherglass,italkedwiththeladies

whileZithuleletalkswithhisfriendsandbrotherson

theside.TheyaskedmequestionslikehowoldIam,

whatIdoforaleaving.Iansweredandlearntthat

OyisaisaNurse,Babusisiwewillbedoingherlast

yearasaFoodnutritionistwhileBuhlewillbedoing

her2ndyearinTeaching.Shesayssheloveskids.

Me:Uhm,canyouexcusemeIhavetogotomy

sisters.

Mamkhize:callthem thisside,sothatwecanall

seattogether.

Me:Alright.

Iwalked to my girls,they were drinking while

Yothandowaseating,shehadaplatefullofmeatin

herhands.

Me:Areyougoingtofinishthat?



Yothando:Duh?

It'struewhentheysayapregnantwomanmaynot

know herhormonesandcravingsbeforeshefinds

outshepregnant,butwhenshefindsouteverything

isrevealedI'm seeingwithYothando.

Azole:Soyoumetthein-laws?

Itakeapeaceofmeatfrom Yothando'splate.

Me:Yeah,they are a bunch oflovely people.I

thoughtMrMkhizewillhaveaproblem butno,he

saidIshouldn'tbream hisson'sheart.

Gigi:Fatherin-lawsarenottheproblem butmother

in-lawsare.BegladMamkhizelovesyou.

Me:I'm gratefulforthat,Idon'tlikedrama.

Azole:HowisMlungisi'swife?.

Me:She's beautiful,she's light in skin colour.

Mamkhizewantsustojointhem.

Azole:Asus,youmeanusplusyou?

Me:Yeah.

Azole:Let'sgoIcan'twait.



Yothando:Ihavenoproblem too,sheseemslikea

goodwomansowhynot?

Me:Let'sgo.

WewalktowheretheMkhizepeoplewere,butthe

Guyswerenotinsight.

Me:Uhm meetmyfriendsAzole,GigiandYothando

who'smysister.GirlsmeetMamkhizezithu'smom,

OyisaMlungisi'swifeBabusisiweandBuhlezithu's

littlesisters.

Greetingsarepassedfrom oneanother.Wedrink,

having fun.AsalwaysAzoleisballoffun she's

sharingjokes.Buhleisalsoanotherfunpersontobe

around.Oyisadoesn'ttalktoomuchbutshewas

laughingnonstop.Iwasenjoying,therewerenobad

vibes.

Buhle:yhoyouguysaresofuntobearound,where

wereyoumyalllife?

Azole:livinglife,whileyoustayedhereinashell.

She'sdrunkthisone,chumaniwillhavealotofjob

today.



Azole:Idon'tknow,whatchampagneisthis?Itmust

beveryexpensiveit'snoteven12am formetobe

feelingthisdrunk.

Welaughatherstatement.

Mamkhize:Youshouldslow down,anddetoxhave

somewater.

Azole:eyyI'lldothat.

TheMencameandjoinedus,itwas5to12whenwe

wenttotherooftop,thishouseisreallybig,and

there'sarooftoptoo.It'sdecoratedwithrosegold

andwhitetoo.Therearelightseverywhere.Thecape

Town lights are very beautifulatnight.We are

staringatthelightsandstarswaitingforthetimeto

strike12am foranew year.Zithuleleholdsmeon

mywaistandcomesclosertome.

Zithu:Youarenotthatdrunk,comparedtotheladies.

Me:I'm takingitslow.

I'vejusthad3GlassesofchampagneIdon'twantto

getdrunk.IwanttobesoberwhenIhavesexforthe

firsttimewithmyMan.Iwantittobespecialanda



memorythatwillforeverbeinmymind,sothat's

whyI'm notdrinking.

Zithu:Isee.

Mnqobi:okayokay,wehavetodoacountdownright

now.

"10,9,8,7,6,5,4,3,2,1HAPPYNEW YEAR"every

onescreams.

Zithu:HappynewYearSthandwaSam.

Me:HappyNewYeartoyou,andHappyBirthday!.

Weshareahuganda2minuteskiss.

We're both looking at the stars,fire crackers

decoratingthesky.

Zithu:ThisisaNew year,adifferentyearfrom the

onewejusthad.ButIwantyoutoknowthatmylove

foryoustillremainsitdoesn'tchange,it'sstillthe

same thing.Ilove you now,Iwillstilllove you

tomorrowandforever.YouhavemyheartSthandwa

sam,Iwishtohaveyoueveninmysecondlifeyou're

mylifecompanionIwantnooneelse.Thiswillbe

ouryear,ayearwherewewillcreatememoriesfor



ourkids,forthebothofusnooneelsebutus.Ilove

youBhelekazisomuch.

Hewipesmytearswithhishands.

Me:ThankyouforlovingmeMkhize,you'rethebest

thingthathappenedtomelastyear,thankyoufor

comingtome,thankyouforteachingmehow to

love,and what love is.This year Is start of

somethingnew forus,maywecountyearsandbe

togethereachandeveryyeartocelebrateusourlove.

IloveyouKhabazelasomuch.

Wekissagain,thisrighthereisalifetimemydream

cometrue.

"Okaylovebirdsweareheretoo"that'shissister

Babusisiwe.Ipulloutandhewipesmytearsand

smilelookingatme.

Babu:Happybirthdaybhuti.

Everyonewishhim ahappybirthdayhe'sstillhashis

handsonme,hedoesn'twanttoletgoasifI'llrun

andleavehim.

Me:Soyou're31,you'reold.



Zithu:Iknow,butthatwon'tchangewhatIfeelabout

you.

Me:Iknow,agedoesn'tmatter.

Zithu:that'sbetter.

Wegobackdownstairstocontinuewiththeparty,I

wasnexttoZithulelehedidn'twantmetoleavehis

side.

Me:CanwegotoyourplaceI'm tired,Iwanttosleep.

Zithu:Butbabe you used to club and go home

around4am.

Me:Iknow,Ijustwanttobealonewithyou,Imissed

you.

Zithu:Ohokay,letmetellmyfatherandfriendsthat

I'm leaving.

Me:Alright,andIwillgoandtellthegirlstoo..we

walkourseparateway.

Me:Okayeveryone,I'm leaving.Oyisa,Babu and

Buhleitwasniceseeingyou.Tillwemeetagain.

Mamkhize:Whyareyouleavingsoearly?



Azole:She'sgoingtoshagyourson!.

Wasn'tshedetoxing?Cozshe'sreallydrunkright

now..

Yothando:itwillbetheirfirsttimebeingintimate,it's

abirthdaypresent.

Me:Babymama!.

Azole:What?Leavebabymamaalone,she'stelling

thetruth.

Ohgosh,Ican'tevenlookatMamkhizeafterwhat

thesetwojustsaid.

Babu:Youmeaninallofthis6orit's7monthsnow,

youhaven'tinitiatedsex?

Mamkhize:Gobaby,andenjoyyourself.

Shewinksatme.Theyarealljustdirty.

Me:Thankyouma.

Azole:Don'tforgettoridehisdicktillhecallsoutall

hisclannames.

Me:OkayI'm outofHere



Iranawayleavingthenlaughingatme.

IasktheGuywhotookourcartobringmethebagin

thecar,hecomeswithit.Zithulelemakeshiswayto

me.Andheasksforhiscartheotherguybringsit..

Wegotinsidethecar,drivingofftohisplace.

Thisisit.It'snowornever!..

.

Don'tforgettolikeandCommentThanks .

TWENTYTHREE

Wearriveathisplace,hetakesmyhandintohisas

wemakeourwayinside.

Zithu:YouveryBeautifultoday,Imeanyesterday.

Ilaugh.

Me:Andyoulookedhandsometoo.

Zithu:YouknowIloveyouright?

Me:YesIknow,what'swrong?

Zithu:NothingIwasjusttellingyouhowIfeelabout

you.



Me:You'rebeingweirdright,letmegoandtakea

shower.

Zithu:Alright,I'lltakeashowertoo.ShouldImake

yousomethingtoeat?

Me:NothanksI'm fine,Ijustneedashower.

Zithu:OkayI'llsureintheGuestRoom too.

Itakemybagwewalkintohisroom,hetakeshis

thingsandleaves,Ilockthedoorthenmakemyway

to the bathroom.Itake a showercontemplating

whetherIshouldabortthemissionorjustcarryon

withmything.IdecideIwilldoit,Ilotionthentook

thelingerieIworeit.IlooksosexyifImaysayso

myself.Itiemybraidsnicely.IlooklikeaBadass

andIfeellikeonetoo.There'sanockatthedoor,

thisisit.I'm onmyheals,Iworethesilkgown.

IdoafewbreathingexercisesbeforeIopenthedoor.

"Youdidn'tbringyourflatshoes?Whyyouwearing

heels?"

Me:Ijustfeellikeit.Iwalkfurtherme,he'sonly

wearinghisbriefs.



I'm debatingwithmymind,whethertoremovethe

gownorseatonthebedthenremove.Hewalksto

thebathroom,I'm chickeningout!Hecomesback..

Zithu:youalright?

Me:Yeah,yeahI'm fine.

Heraiseshiseyebrowsandthat'ssexyAF.

Ismileatwhilebitingmylips,Iremovethegown

lookingstraightinhiseyes!

Iwalkuptohim,he'sshockedItoodon'tknowwhat

I'm initiatingbutIfeelgoodaboutit.

Me:HappyBirthdayMyLove!

Thisisit, Hebrusheshisthumbagainstmylips

partingthem kissingmethekissgetsheatedIwant

him todomorebuthepullsawaywhenIneedmore

andshakeshishead.

Zithu:Areyousureaboutthis?

Me:Morethanever!

Zithu:alrightnowAllowmetoloveandworshipyour

body.



Hegivesmesmile,thesmilethatmademefallin

lovewithhim.

Inodmyheadbitingmylowerlipheliftsmeup

placingmeonthebedheleavingkissesfrom my

toes up mylegs to mythighs Iclose myeyes

gasping.Hethentearsmylingerieandcontinueshis

assaulttomysensesgoingdownwards.Softmoans

escapemymouth,thisfeelingisarousal,it'sunusual

butIloveit.Hekissesmyinnerthighs,Ifeelhis

warm breathonmyvirgina,hisonehandisonmy

twinsplayingwiththem smoothlywhiletheotheris

inbetweenmythighs.Heblowssomeairandthe

mostunexpectedfeelingtakesovermywholebody.

Hestartsmuffingme,Iclosemyeyeswhenhis

tonguetwirlsaroundmyfoldsandhisthumbrubson

myhoneypothislipsmoverhythmically.

Iholdontothecoverswhenafeelingofpeeing

come.

Me:Baby

Zithu:letitallgobaby,cum formeplease.

Iletgo,andthatfeelssogoodIcouldrepeatitfrom



therestofmylife.Helicksmeclean,he'snow on

topofmekissingmehislipsarenow salty.He

removeshisbriefs,andpartsmylegspositioning

himselfholdingmygazeslowlypushinghishardpre

cum dripping black cock Ihold on to his arms

holdingaway.

"NgicelaungibukeSthandwasam”hesayssoftly.

Ilookathim hiseyesthosedarkeyes,theeyesthat

hasloveonlyforme.Ourhandsentwinedandthe

sharpestpaintearsthroughwithZithulelekissing

metomufflemycriesandjustlikethathe’sinside,

andItakeinthepainthat'sunbearable,hestays

insidemeforawhilejustkissingmeandstarts

movingslowlytillwebothfindourrhythm hishands

movetoallthepartsofmybodyhavingmescream

hisnamesoloud.Hestartsmovingatafasterpace

thrusting ,stroking and growling the pain and

pleasurewalkhandinhandmyscreamsgetlouder

andlouderwhenIfeelthismyselfletgo.

"pleaseDon'tstopbaby,iloveyoukhabazela”Isay

holdingontohim,Hegrowlsontopofmeholding

mesotightwebothclimaxandhetakeslongerto



finish,helooksatmeandIcanfeeleveryinchofhim

pullingout.

Hekissmyforeheadandsmilesatme

Zithu:ThankyouBhelekazi,Ngiyakuthandauyezwa!

Me:Iloveyoutoo.

Zithu:ThisisthebestbirthdaypresentI'veeverhad,

Iusedtohateallmybirthdaybutnotanymore.

Me:I'm gladyoulove

Ikisshim again,heholdsmeasI'm now ontopof

him,hekissesmeasheholdsonmyarsetightly,he

spanks me and thatfeels so good.I'm already

feelingwetonmyhoneypot,Itakehishardcock

insidemyhoneypothe'sshocked,slowlyslidedown.

Itakehim allIactuallycan'tbelievethat.It'sso

painful,butI'llsoldieron.Imake slow circles

pushing my hips side to side. He's groaning

underneath me,I'm moving up and down slowly

shaking mybutt.Ithrusteven fasterand harder

movingmyhipsbackandforthwithmyheadthrown

backwhiletwerkinglikelife'sdependingonthis.



"OhShitt"hecurses.IshakemyassfasterasI'm

abouttocum,hegroansloudlyandyes'sayingall

my clan names,praising me and thanking my

mother'Ireachmyorgasm andridehim fastashe's

abouttocometoo,webothreachourorgasmsat

thesametime,Iwasmoaningsoloud.Hegrowlsas

webothcatchourbreaths,I'm layingonhischest

exhausted.

Zithu:whotaughtyouthat?Damnyouwereabeast!

Ilaughathisstatement,Ifidon'tgethiscardthis

morning,I'llhave to consultantwith the bhele

ancestors.

Iremovemyselffrom him,IfeeltiredIjustwantto

sleep.

"Needabath?"Heasks.

Me:No,IjustwanttosleepI'm tired.

Zithu:Okaysleepmylove,iloveyou.

Me:Iloveyoutoo.

Iclosemyeyes,I'm alreadyinhisarmswhereI

belong.



_____________

ZITHULELEMKHIZE

Iwatchedherasshe'ssleepingwithherbraidsall

overherface,lipspartedshe'sabeautifulmass,my

veryownbeautifulmass.Herthighs areexposed

andsoisherbreaststheyaresosmall.Icouldsee

seeherasmywifeandinsidehermakinglovetoher

alldayandeveryday.Thismorningwasamazing,

bestbirthdayever,wewereoneandIwishedtostay

likethatfortherestofmylife.It's13:20pm.Igetoff

thebed,shemustbereallytired.Iwenttotakea

shower,finallynow wewillbeabletotakeshower

together.Imakemywaydownstairs,Ihavetomake

aquicklunchforher.ImadMacandcheesewith

baconbitsontop,it'sherfavourite.

"Whydidn'tyouwakemeup?"

She'sinmyshirt,walkingbarefooted

Me:Youweresleepingpeacefully.



Imakemywaytoher.

Me:GoodafternoonSthandwaSam.

Ikissher,shesmilessogood.Ilovehervanillaand

strawberryscent.Whateverperfumeorlotionshe's

usingsmellssogood.

Me:yousmellsogood.

Nahiko:Itookabath.

Me:I'vemadeMacandcheeseyourfavourite.

Nahiko:SeewhyIloveyou.

Shecupsmyfaceandkissedme,she'sonhertoes

mymidget.

Me:CanIgetoneroundbeforeweeat,hererighton

thekitchencounter.

Nahiko:Zithulele.

Shelooksshynow,Iletoutachuckle.

Me:NgiyakucelaSthandwaSam.[Pleasemylove]

Shesmilesthennod,Ikissedhergentlypickedher

up thenputherontop ofthekitchencounter,I



removetheshirtshewaswearingandI'm looking

rightatherbreasts.Itookoffmysweatpantsand

briefs,igentlypartedherlegsholdinghergazeand

herwarm moistwallswelcomedme,shestillhasto

getusedtomebeinginsideher.Imovedslowlyand

gentlywhileshemoanedmynameandhernailsdug

onto myback Iran myhands down herthighs

grabbing them tightly,shethrowsherhead back

whilegivingmeachancetoleavelovebitesonher

neck.SheholdsonmetightlyasIthrustindeeper

andfaster,herloudsweetmoansfillsupthewhole

kitchen,she'saboutreachherorgasm whensherest

herheadonmyshoulders,IcanfeelthatI'm about

tocum Iholdonhertightly,asIcame.Ipulloutand

lookather,shewillbethedeathofme.Hertight

templewillbethedeathofme.

Me:Thankyou.

Nahiko:Don'tgetusedtoit.

Me:me?Neveryou'llbe the one coming to me

willingly

Shelaughs.



Nahiko:NowIhavetogoandbathagain.

Me:comewewilltakeaninnocentshower.

Nahiko:Doyoupromise?Cozmyhoneypotisonfire,

it'shurting

Me:I'm sorrymylove,comeIpromiseitwillbe

innocent.

Webothtakeshowerusingmyshowergel,itwas

indeedinnocentIwashedhershewashedme.She's

wearingayellow dresswithwhitesandals.She's

lookingiprettyinthatsummerdress.Godthankyou

forsuchaGoddess.Istillcan'tbelieveshe'smine,

mineAlone.

Nahiko:Whatareyouthinkingabout?

Me:HowluckyIam tohaveyouinmylife.

Nahiko:BetterbelievethatI'm allyours.ComeI'm

dyingofhunger.

Wemakeourwaytothekitchen,shelaughsI'm sure

she's thinking ofwhathappened on this kitchen

counter.

Nahiko:I'm nevereatinghereagain.



Ilaughather.

Me:youwill,comeletmefeedyou.

Shetakesherplateandmakesherwaytothelounge,

Itakejuiceforherandbeerforme.

She'seatingwatchingTV.

Me:Whatarewedoingtoday.

BeforesheanswersMkhizeiscalling.

Me:Baba.

Mkhize: silinde wena noMakoti Lana, shesha

Bulumnko.[We'rewaitingforyouandmydaughterin

lawhere,hurryupBulumnko]

Hedropsthecall.

Me:apparentlytheyarewaitingforusathome,I

don'tknow whereweareGoingbuttheyare.So

hurryupsothatwecanleave.

Nahiko:Youandwho?

Me:andyou,Ican'tbelievewhatI'm abouttosaybut

can you please eatin the car,Mkhize isa very

inpatientman.



Nahiko:Youdon'tlikepeopleeatinginyourcar?

Me:Yes,mycarsaremybabiesItreatthem with

tenderlylovesonooneisallowedtoeatinsidethe

carevenme.

Nahiko:Evenme?

Me:You'llbeeatingthere,Ijustallowedyou.Just

thisonce.

Shelaughsatme,asifI'vejustsaidajoke.I'm sure

shewilleatinsideitjusttoseemyreaction.

"Canyougetmeaglassofwater"sheshoutsfrom

upstairs,shecomesdownstairs,Ihandherthewater

shethrowssomepillsinsidehermouththendowns

itwithwater.

Me:Andwhat'sthatfor?Hangover?

Nahiko:No,morningafterpill..

Shesaidtakingherplatewalkingoutofthedoor,

unbelievable! I'm left hers stunned she came

prepared.

She'sinsidethecaralready,Idroveofflisteningto

herplaylistthat'sNickiminajand Amapiano.I'm



subjectedtothatbullying,she'sbullyingmeonthis

one.She'ssingingalong,thisistheonlypartIlike,

whensherapsorattemptingtotwerkbutthechairis

thestumblingblockanobstacletoher.

Weareathome,Iopenthedoorforher,sheleaves

herplateinmycar,seewhatIhate?

Me:Nahikotheplate.

Nahiko:Whataboutit?

Me:Hitmewith,dowhateveryouwant.

Shelaughsatme,butshetakestheplatewithher.I

openthedoorforhertogetinsidefirst.

Thewholefamilyishere,herfriendstoo.Thehouse

backtoNormaltherearenodecorations.

Nahiko:Goodafternooneveryone.

Me:Sanibonani.[Greetings]

Itaketheplatefrom herthenwenttothekitchento

washit.

Iwalkbacktowhereeveryoneisseated.

Me:BabaI'm here.



Mkhize: we're having your birthday dinner in

langebaanbeach.

"Sayyou'rejoking!"That'sAzoleIlaughather.

Mkhize:I'm notjoking,wewerewaitingforMrparty!

Hesaidthelastpartinsarcasm.

Me:I'm sorryI'm latebaba,didn'tknow.

Mkhize:ifyouansweredyourphoneearlieron,you

would'veknown.

Me:Ngiyaxolisababa,anguyzwanga![I'm sorry

fatherIdidn'thearit].

Henods,myfatherlovesrespecttoomuchhefeels

disrespectedbysuchsmallthings,I'm morelikehim.

BothMlungisiandItakeafterhim foreverything,

beingstrict,callforattentionandrespectgoesalong

away.IhatetobedisrespectedbecauseIrespect

people.

Mamkhize:thenwhatareyouwaitingfor?

Weallstoodupheadingoutside.

Mamkhize:I'llbedrivingwithallthegirls.



Notmygirl!Ifrownlookingather,shegivesmethat

warm smileofhersandIgiveinquickly.

Mkhize:thenI'lltaketheboys!.

Weallmumbleatthewordboys!

Mkhize:Niyakhulumabafana?[Areyoutalkingboys?]

Us:Chababa[Nofather].

We climb inside dad's SUV. Ladies are with

MamkhizeinherSUV.

Itookabeerfrom thecoolerBoxattheback.

WearetalkingaboutBusiness,andsomeotherstaff.

Mkhize isplaying Maskandi,we're singing along.

Chumani and Sandz got used into Mkhize's

Maskandimusic.TheyarebothXhosa's.

"Awumithisangamfana?"[Youdidn'timpregnateher

Man]No he's nottalking me,i'm having thus

questionwithmyfatherrightnow,withtheseclowns

here.

Mkhize: Ngiyakhuluma Bulumnko [I'm talking

Bulumnko]



Me:Angizwangababa.[Ididn'thearwhatyousaid

Father]

Mkhize:didyouimpregnateuMakoti?[Mydaughter

inlaw?]

Me:Chababa.[Nofather]

Ikeptquiet,thank God he didn'tanswermore

questionsIwouldn'tbeable.

After3hoursinthetrafficifcapetown,wearrivein

langebaanbeach.It'sabouttohitthesunset.Iwore

myshadesthengotoffthecar,we'rewaitingforthe

ladiessothatwecangotheTheBungalow,Dad

bookedthewholerestaurant.Mom'scardrovein,

sheparkednexttous.Theycameout,mywifewas

laughingsohard,theywerealllaughingbutmywife

caughtmyattention.

Iwalkeduptoher.

Me:Imissyou.

Shelaughs

Nahiko:You'resuchabigbabydoyouknowthat?

Ismileather.



Me:Yourbigbabyright?

Nahiko:Yes,butwhenmykidscomeyou'llhaveto

stepback.

Me:Ourkidsmama,notyours.

Shelaughs.

Nahiko:Yesourkids,andIjustcan'twait.Letme

finishmystudiesthenwewillmakealotandlotsof

babies.

Me:10Babiesrightlove?

Nahiko:Noways,3kidsminimum and5maximum.

Notmorethan5.

Me:Howaboutweseeaboutthat?

Nahiko:Mydecisionstands,youtakeitofleaveit.

Shepouts,shelookssocute.IgiveheraPeckon

thelips.

Me:Yesmama,yourwordgoes.

Nahiko:I'm gladyoulistened.

Me:Comelet'sgoinside.



We walked inside,the Bungalow was beautiful

decorated.There was a long table we were all

seated.

Eatingstartersanddrinkingsomechampagnebut

usMenweredrinkingbeer,wineandChampagneare

notmythings.

Mamkhize:This is the day Igave birth to my

handsomeson,growingupyouweresuchalovey

child,amama'sboytobeprecise.Ithoughtthatyou

wereGay.Butwhenyouwereateenyoustarted

beingyourfather'schild.You'renotaManofmany

words,butyouractionsexplainwhoyouaremore.

Youwereneveraproblematicchild,youlistenedand

yourespectedmeandyourfatherI'm gratefulfor

that.Now you'reaMan,Iwantyoutocarryonas

Manthatyouaredon'tloseyourselfonanything.

Treatwomenwiththesamerespectthatyougive

me, That goes for Nahiko too. Love her

unconditionaljustliketheloveyourfatherhasfor

mewhich neverfaded butcontinueson growing

each and everyday.Ilove you Myeniwam.[my

husband]



Nahikosmiledatmymother,shereallylovesmy

motherandmymotherloveshertoo.I'm gladshe

lovesher.

Me:Thankyouma,IpromiseyouI'llneverchange

andI'llcontinuerespectingwomenmoreespecially

thisonenexttome.TheloveofmyloveandIlove

youmoremkam.[Mywife]

Sheblusheslookingdown.

Mkhize:Iwon'ttalkmuchsonyourmothersaiditall,

Iwishyoumanymoreyearsinlife.Iwishhappiness

andjoyinyourlife.Iloveyouson.

Me:Thankyoufather,Iloveyoutoo.

Itfeltweirdsaying'Iloveyoutoo'from mydad.He

doesn'texpresshisloveforustoomuchandI'm

gratefulheexpressedhimselftoday.

Mybrothersandsisterssaidtheirspeechestoo.

Mamkhize:canwehearwhatyouhavetosaysister

wife.

Nahiko:me?

Oyisa:Yesyou,whyareyouscaredtotalktous?



Nahikolooksdownshe'sfeelingshy.

Me:Shehasalreadysaidalottoday,sothere'sno

needforhertotalk.

Mkhize:wedidn'thearher,wewanttoknow what

shehastosay.

Nahikosmilesthenlooksatme,sheknowsthere's

nowaytoescapeMkhize.

Nahiko:Uhm I've said a lotof things to you

SthandwaSam,butIwanttothankyouagainfor

lovingme,forbeingwithme.Ilovehowyoutreatme,

thewayyoucareforme,respectsme.Mayyou

always be like thatand neverchange,you're a

blessingsindisguise.EverydayIaskGodtoalways

keep you forme,idon'tknow whatwould Ido

withoutyou,you'remyperfectheavensmysanity.I

loveyouKhabazela!

Ican'tstopsmilingatthisprettywomannexttome,I

peckakissonherlips.

Me:Trustmei'm theluckyone,i'm theonewho's

blessedtohaveyou.Thankyoutooforlovingme

back,thankyouforyourundyinglove,I'm ahappy



man it'sallbecauseofyou mylightin shinning

armour.IloveyouwaymoreBhelekazi..

IKissher."Yeeyyounotalonehere"

That's Mkhize,this Man is Jealous whereas he

alwayskissherwifeinfrontofus.

Me:I'm sorrybaba.

Yothando:we'redonewiththespeechesright?Can

weeatnowI'm famished.

Wealllaughather,thispregnancyismakinghereat

alot,thisiswhatI'm notlookingforwardfor,the

Hormonesandthecravings.IknowhowCrazyOyisa

usedtobeandMlungisiwouldbeonthereceiving

end.

Mamkhize:SorryBabymama,thefoodwillbehere

anymoment.

Azole:Justdrinkjuiceforthetimebeing.

WelaughatAzole'sstatement,sheteasesherevery

nowandthenbecauseshe'snotdrinkingthealcohol.

Myphonerings,it'saunknownnumberthankGod

thefoodhasn'tarrivedMkhizewould'vemurdered



meforhavingaphonewhileeating.

Me:pleaseexcuseme.

Iwalkoutoftherestauranttoanswermyphone.

Me:MkhizeHello.

"MyeniHappyBirthday"

Me:Mkam?

"Yes,whereareyou?I'm atyourhousewhyyou

changedthelocks?"

Me:You'reherebackinsouthAfrica?

"Yes,whereareyou?"

Me:HavingDinnerwiththeFam,inlangebaan,I'll

comeandseeyoutomorrow.

"Can'twait,Imissedyou"

Me:IknowandImissedyoumore.

"OkayBye,iloveyou"

Me:Iloveyoutoobye!

Idroppedthecallthenmademywayin,thefoodjust

arrived.IsatdownthenlookedatthisGoddessnext



tome,iam indeedblessedtohaveherinmylife.

Shesmilesatme,IjustwishedwewerealoneI

would'vekissedherrightaway.

Thedinnerwentwell,webacktothemansionright

afterdinner.MlungisidroveMamkhize'sSUV,she

wouldn'tbeabletodriveatnight,andshehadsome

few drinks.ThiswastheThebestBirthdayever,I'll

foreverCherishit.

.

.

30commentsminimum mypeople.

GoodnightloveY'all

TWENTYFOUR

Iwokeupwithabangingheadache,it'sdefinitely

motherofallheadaches,thisistheonlyreasoni

hatealcoholbutwhatcanwedo?Welovealcohol.

WeallsleptintheMansionandIsleptwithmygirls,I

couldn'tdisrespectMrMkhize and Mamkhize by

sleepingwithZithuleleinthesameroom,we'renota

marriedcouplesothatwouldbedisrespect.



IloveatAzoleshehasherhandsonherface.

Me:Yougood?

Azole:Ithoughexpensivealcoholdoesn'tmakeyou

drunk,butyhooIwaswrongIfeellikeshit!

Ilaughather,myheadisheavyandthatstoppedme

from laughing.GigiandYothandoarestillsleeping.

Azole:SooHowwasit?

Yesterdayinthecartheyaskedaboutmymission

andItoldthem itwassuccessfulIdidn'tgointo

details Mamkhize and his sisters were there,I

wouldn'tjustblabberaboutmineandzithu'ssexual

lifenevershame.

Me:Itwasgoodfriendyho,Iwanttodoitoverand

overagain.Ienjoyed,itfeltsoheavenlyIevensaw

MoseswhenIreachedmyorgasm!Ihadplentyof

orgasmsheknowshowtopleaseaLady!

Azole:Haa,Welcomeaboardhoney!

Welaidthereforashortperiodoftime,thenwentto

showerinthebathroom.Weworeourclothes,the

oneswewerewearingyesterday.



GigiandYothandowokeuptoo,theywenttohavea

showertoo.

Yothando:I'm hungry,what'sthetime?

Me:Around12pm,let'sjustgohome.Iwanttobe

homeyho

Azole:Wecameherewithchumani'scar.

Me:we'lltakeanUber.

Iwasn'tfeelingwell,IthoughtitwasaheadacheI'm

feelingdizzyrightnow.

Itakeaseat,andclosedmyeyes.

Gigi:YouokayHiko?

Me:I'llbefine,I'm justdizzythat'sall.

Thedoctortoldmethatsomepeoplehavesome

sideeffectswhenitcomestotheinjection,itmakes

otherpeople fat,itchy,vomit,dizzy etc itjust

dependsonaperson.IthinkI'm havingthoseside

effects.

Me:let'sgoguys.

Yothando:You'resweatingNahikoaresureyoufine.



Iwipethesweatoffmyfacethenstood,Ifeelbetter

now.

Me:I'llsleepathome,butI'm feelingfinenow.

I'm feelinghot,butI'llmanagetillIgethomeandI'll

askthedrivertoputsomeaircon.

Wemakeourdownstairs,I'vebeenwipingmysweat

idon'tknowwhyi'm sweatingmaybeit'sbecauseof

whatI'm feeling.Finallywereachthelaststair,the

Mkhize family is having lunch.Inormalize my

breathing,sinceIwasbreathingheavily.Iwipethe

finallysweatthenmakemywaytothetablewhere

theyareeating.

Iwanttotellthem we'releaving.

Me:GoodAfternoon

Meandmygirlsgreet,theyreturnourgreetings.

Me:Uhm MrMkhizewewouldtoleavenow,itwas

greatbeingaroundyouyou'resuchalovelyfamily

and we're grateful we shared such amazing

momentswithyouandweenjoyedourselves.

Mamkhize:Justhavelunchwithusbeforeyouleave.



Mkhize:Yes,mywifeisrightpleasetakeaseatand

joinus.

Me:Okay.

Wetakeaseat,IjusttakeajuiceIfeellikeifieatI'll

vomitallthefood.

Ibalancemyhandswiththetable,ireallyneedto

sleepmaybeI'llbefineassoonasIwakeup.

Mamkhize:Youfinenahikobaby?

Me:yeah,yesI'm fine.

Isaysmilingather.

Yothando:No she'snotfine,she'ssweating and

burningup.Shewasfeelingdizzyaminuteago.

Zithu:Babyareyouokay?

Heasksworrywritteninhisface,Inod.

Me:IjustneedsomesleepthenI'llbefine.

Iwipethesweatonmyfacewiththebackofmy

hand,IfeellikefloatingasI'm seatinginthisseat.

Zithu:Sthandwa sam you're scaring me what's



wrongwithyou,wheredoesithurts?

Beforeianswerhim myphoneringsit'smymom.I

stoodupwalktothelounge.

Me:Mama.

Mom:Nahiko where are you and Yothando?I've

arrivedherearound5am it'snoonnowwherearethe

twoofyou?

Me:we'recoming,wesleptatAzole'splacewedidn't

know youwerearrivingtoday.Yousaidyou'llcome

onthe3rd.

Mom:wellI'm herenow,I'llwaitforthetwoofyou.

Yothandohassomeexplainingtodo.

Me:Pleasedon'tgohardonher,Ithoughtyouwould

becalm rightnow.

Mom:Iam amotherbabyIhavetobeangryand

worried atthe same time,So she has a lotof

explaining.

Me:That'sokaybutdon'tbehardonher.

Mom:I'llseeaboutthat.



Me:Butmama!

Shedoesn'tanswer,waitshedroppedthecall.Itry

toregainsomestrengthtostandupbutI'm failing.

"Heyeasy"

Zithu makes his way nextto me,he feels my

temperature.

Zithu:I'm takingyoutothedoctor,youdon'thaveto

sayanythingcozyou'lllieandsayyou'refine.

Me:I'llbefine,mymom isanurseshe'llknowwhat's

wrongifIdon'tgetanybetterI'llcallyou.

Zithu:Youpromise?

Me:YesI'llbefinethere'snoneedtobeworried,I

wasfinefewhoursbackI'llbeokay.Andmymother

iscallingmeandYothandocanyouTakeushome?

Zithu:There'snoneedforyoutoaskI'lltakeyou

Home,it'sjustthatI'm worried.

Me:I'llbefine.

Ibrushhisfacewithmyhands,hesmilesatmeI

returnthesmile.Iwouldbedoomedifthisisa



dream,Ilovehim somuch.He'smyfirstloveafterall.

Me:Iloveyou.

Zithu:Iloveyouwaymore,canigetmykissnow?

Eventhoughyou'resick

Igotclosertohim,Ithoughthewouldneverask.I

kisshim,thenpulledoutrememberingwe'reathis

Father'shouse!

Hesmiles.

Zithu:letmego and telltheparentsthatyou're

leavingandI'lltellthegirlstocometoo.

Afterawhile hecamebackwithhisfamilyandmy

friends..

Mkhize:Makotiyoushouldgotothedoctor,younot

lookinggoodatall.

Me:Mymom willmakeaplan,ifIdon'tgetany

betterI'llgotothedoctor.

Mamkhize:You'reworrying,cozyouwereperfectly

fineyesterdayandnowyou'renotokayI'm worried.

Me:Youdon'thavetobeworriedmait'sjusthot



temperaturethat'sall.

Mamkhize:I'lltrytobelievethat,butI'llcallyoulater

ontocheckuponyou.

Me:AlrightI'llwaitforyourcall.

Thefamilysaidtheirgoodbyes,Irepeattheyare

suchabunchofagoodfamily.Manyrichpeople

wouldn'teventhinktodinewithpeoplelikemeand

myfriendsbuttheyshowedusloveandweenjoyed

ourselves.

WefirstdroppedGigiandAzolethenwenttomy

house,Ididn'ttellYothandothatmotherwantsto

talkwithher,shejustknowshe'sback.We'reparked

rightinfrontofthegate.

Zithu:pleasecallmebabuifanythinghappensI'll

dropeverythingjustforyou.

Me:I'llcallyoubabeyoudon'tneedtoworry,I'm

feelingbetternowthankstotheair.I'lleatandsleep

Ithinkthat'swhatIneed.

Zithu:OkayIloveyousomuch.

Me:Iknow,Iloveyoutoo.



Ipeckhislipsthenclimbout,Yothandowaswaiting

meatthegate.Idon'tthinkthisinjectionisgoodfor

mybody,judgingbythewayi'm feelingrightnow.If

thisiswhathappenshappenI'drathertakethepills

contraceptivesthaninjection.

Mom:Finallyyou'rehome.

Me:sorrywetooklong,therewastraffic.

Mom:Youdon'tlookokay!What'swrongbaby?

Yothando:shewasdizzy,feelinghotwedon'tknow

what'stheproblem.

Mom:What'stheproblem baby?

Me:Whatarethesideeffectsoffamilyplanning

injectionContraceptives?

Mom:whyareasking?

Me:You'reanurseIjustwanttoknow.

Mom: nervousness, dizziness, foggy minded,

Tiredness,acne,no sex drive,bloated,water

retention,weightgain,cramps,etcitdependsona

person'sbody.



Me:Ididfamilyplanning2daysAgoandI'm feeling

Dizzy,tiredandhot.

Mom:Yourbody is notreacting wellwith the

contraceptives,you need to go to a doctorand

he/she can run some blood work to check for

hormonelevelsandhe/shewilltellyouwhichBirth

controltouse.

Me:Thisisserious?

Mom:Veryserious,somepeopleareusingwrong

birthcontrolwhichisnotgoodfortheirbodysystem

andthatleadsthem toinfertility.

Me:Yhoo,I'llgototheDoctormaybetomorrow i

don'tknow.

Mom:I'llmakeyougingerteasolongandyouwillbe

alittlebetter,it'sjustsideeffectsyou'llnotdie!

Ilaughather.Atleastshehascooleddownnow,

judgingbywhenwegothereshewasspittingfire.

Shecamebackwith3cupsofgingerteathere's

lemoninmine,shehandsmethengiveYothando

too.



Mom:SoYothando,Whatwereyousaying?

Yothandolookeddown,shedidn'tknowwhattosay

tomom.

Mom:I'm talkingYothandopleasedon'tmakeme

angry.

Shehalfshouts.

Yothando:I'm pregnantmama.

Mom:who'sthefather?

Yothando:MyexboyfriendLwando.

Mom:Ex?Doesheknow?

Yothando:Yeswebrokeupamonthago,hedoesn't

know.

Mom:whereishisfamily?

Yothando:he'sstayingwiththem atAthlonewithhis

family.

Mom:I'llcallmyBrotherwho'sinKhayelitshato

comewithme,wewillgoonaweekend,Saturdayto

beprecise.



Yothando:ButmamaLwandoandIareover,there's

nothinggoingonbetweenus.

Mom:youtoohaveababytogether,he'sthefather

ofyouunbornbabyhehastotakeresponsibility,

doeshehaveastablejob?

Yothando:Yes,he'sinHumanResources.

Mom:Good,hewilltakecareofyouandthebaby,

I'm sayingyoutwocangetbacktogetherallIwant

foryouisyourunbornbabytohaveafatherfigure

andthisLwandoofyoursmustacknowledgethe

factthathe'sgoingtobeafathertoyourunborn

baby!.

Yothando:Okayma,Ihearyou.

Mom:I'm notproudofWhatyou'vedoneYothando

youhavedisappointedme,butihavenochoicebut

toacceptthisbecausei'm amother.

Yothando:IknowmamaIdidn'tmeantodisappoint

you,i'm sosorry.

Mom:It'sokaybaby,allisinthepastnow.Howfar

areyou?



Yothando:3monthspregnant,butIwanttomake

sureIam soI'llgowithNahikotomorrow tothe

doctor.

Mom:Iknow agoodgynecologistinCenturyCity

sheusedtoworkwhereI'm workingbutsheownher

Practice.

Me:DoIhavetogotohertoo?

Mom:Yeswhynot?You'llhavetotakethemedical

aidcard.

Yothando:okaymama,noproblem.

Mom:NahikoyoucangoandtakeaNapnowIwant

totalktoYothandoaboutparenting.

Me:Andwhyaresideliningme?

Mom:Areyoupregnant?

Me:No.

Mom:Doyouhaveachildorchildren?

Me:No.

Mom:Thenyou'reexcused.



Me:Yhoo,thisissounfair.

Iplacethecuponthetablethewalkedtomyroom,I

lefttheparentslaughingatme.Idon'tcarewethu!

Iremovedmyshoesthetookmyfleecetocovermy

feet,Iwasfeelingsleepy.Iplacedmyphoneonthe

dressingtableafterputtingitonsilent.Ineedthis

sleep,maybeI'llfeelbetterwhenIwakeup.

_____________

ZITHULELE

Iam worriedaboutNahiko,Iwonderwhat'swrong

withher.

Babu:Doyouthinkshewillbefine?

Me:EyyIdon'tknow,she'sstubbornthatoneshe

saidshe'llbefine.Shewon'teventellmethatshe

gotworse.

Mamkhize:Shewasburningup.Iwouldsayit'sfever

butit'snot.



Me:I'llhavetocheckuponher,Iwon'tbeableto

sleepwithoutknowinghowshe'sdoing.

Mamkhize:I'llcallherlaterontoo.

Buhle:Pleasemagivemehernumbers,she'sfunto

bearoundandherfriendstoo.

Me:Sothatyoucoulddrinkagain?Itwasaonceoff

thing.

Buhle:you'renotFunbhutishame.

Sheleftwithbabuand.Mamkhize,Mnqobihasleft

tohisplace,alsoMlungisi,Oyisaandthekidsleft

too.

I'm withMkhizedrinkingwhisky.

Mkhize:She'llbefineyoudon'thavetoworrythat

much.

Me:Baba whatifshe's sick and can'ttellme

becauseshe'sscaredtolooseme?Itwashardtotell

methatshewasrapedittookherthatbastardto

comeatherdoorstepforhertotellme.Sowhatif

shewanttobeinherdeathbedtotellmethatshe's

sick.



Mkhize:Iknow you love herson,butshe's not

keepinganythingawayfrom youbutyouare.So

don'tworryyourselfaboutthat.

Me:Ihearyou,butbabaI'llbefinewhenIhearher

voicetellingmeshe'sperfectlyfineI'llbealrighttoo.

Mkhize:Areyousureyouhaven'timpregnatedher?

Thistopicagain,whydoesitfeelasifMkhizewant

Nahikotobepregnant.

Me:Doyouwanthertobepregnant?

Mkhize:it'stheonlywaytokeepher.

Me:Ababywon'tkeepanyone,she'syoungbutshe

knows what's wrong and right.She would never

allow herselftobepregnant.ShebroughtMorning

afterpillsanddrankthem infrontofmewhichwasa

goodthingIwould'veforgotten.Idon'twanttoruin

herfuture,i'm waitingforhertofinishschoolIwant

hertoliveherdreamsbabaIdon'twanttotrapher

withkidsandmarriage.I'm 31she's23I'vealready

livedmylife,reachedmypurposeinlifeandlivedmy

dreamswhenshedoesallthatforherselfthenwe'll

haveourkidsandI'llmarryher.



Mkhize:You'rereallyaMan,youtakeaftermeand

I'm proudoftheManthatyouaretoday!

Me:Yeah,letmeleaveyouwithyourgirls.I'llseeyou

aroundbaba.

Mkhize:ByeSon.

Itakemycarkeys,thendroveinsteadofdrivingto

PlattekloofmyhouseItookaroutetoGoodwood.

IcheckifIhavetheHousekeysinmycar,found

them.Ipresstheremotetoopenhergate,it'sseems

asifshe'shomebecauseherRangeRoverSport

wasparkedonthedriveway.Thedoorisnotlocked.

There she is sleeping on the couch with dirty

takeawayplatesonthefloor.IchuckleShe'llnever

Change!

Ipickupallthedirtandthrew itonthedustbin.I

tookacanofcastlelitefrom thefridge,I'm sureshe

boughtthisbeerformesincesheknewI'llcomeand

seeher.

WhilesheisstillsleepingIringNahikobutshe'snot

answeringherphone.Itryitforsometimebutstill



she's notpicking up thatmakes me a little bit

worried.

"SthandwaSam pleasewhenyougetthismessage

pleasegivemeacall,I'm worriedaboutyou"Isend

herthemessagethenwalkedtothelounge.

She'sstillsleeping I'm sorryI'llhaveto ruin her

beautysleepImissedhertoomuchthantowatch

hersleep.

"Eva!""Eva!"Isayshakingheralittlebit.

Eva:Honey!

She screams and jumps on me,Ilaugh ather

reaction.

Me:Didn'tknowIwasmissedthismuch.

Eva:YouHavenoideaMyeniwam.[Myhusband].

Me:NgiyaxolisaMkami,butImissedyoutoo.[I'm

sorryMywife]

Eva:waitIhavesomethingforyou!

SherunsupstairsandcomebackcarryingaBlack

Smallbox!



Me:Andwhatisthat?

Eva:ABirthdaypresent,sorryIdidn'tcelebrateyour

birthdaywithyouI'm sorrymyflightgotdelayed

that'swhyIarrivedlate.

Me:It'sokayyou'reherenow,andyouhaveagiftfor

me!

Eva:JusttoaddonyourCollection.

Shehandsmetheboxthere'saRolexGMTMasterII

Steeland Yellow Gold 40MM Watch it's water

resistance.

Ismileather,she'ssmilingwidelyatme.

Me:Thankyou!

Ismilelookingather.

Eva:Okaytalk,what'swrong?

She'sonherseriousselfrightnow!

Me:Idon'tknowhowtotellyouthis.

Eva:Isitbadnews?

Me:NoGoodNews,don'tbeworried.



Eva:OkayTalkZithuleleI'm listening.

Me:I'vemetsomeone!

.

.
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TWENTYFIVE

"Whatdoyoumeanyou'vemetSomeone?"

Me:ImeanIhaveaGirlfriendnow herNameis

Nahikoyou'regoingtolovehertrustme.

Eva:Howoldisshe?

Me:23!

Eva:Ihavenosay,sorry!

ShewalksupthestairsIknow she'sangryshewill

cooldown,inthemeantimeIcheckwhatIcancook

sinceI'm hungryandshecan'tsaynotomyfood.

There'snomuchGroceryinhere,it'sjustafewstuff

soidecidedthatiwillcookspaghettibolognese.It

didn'ttakemetimetocookthismealthat'soneof

thereasonwhyilovetocookit,it'ssoeasytocook



it.IwasdonewhenImademywayupstairsinher

room,ihopeshehascooleddowncozweneedto

haveaserioustalk.She'sbusytypingsomethingon

herlaptop.

Me:Comeandeat,I'vecooked.

Eva:okayI'm coming.

ThankGodshe'snow okay,Ijusthopewewillbe

abletotalk.Imakemydownstairsagain,Idishout

forthebothofus.thenwaitedforherinthelounge,

shecomesaftersometimeandsettlerightnextto

me,Igiveher,herplate.

Me:You'llloveherIpromise,Mamkhizeapproved

alsouBabaapprovedofher,everyonelovesher!

Eva:WhataboutAmanda?Bulumnkoshe'sachild.

Me:AchildthatIlovesomuch,andshe'smatured

waymatured,there'sonlya7yearsgapit'snotthat

much,it'sactually6yearsShe'llbeturning24this

year.

Eva:Whatdoesshedoforaleaving?

Me:She'saPsychologystudent



Eva:AVarsityGirlBulumnko?

Me:IloveherEva,andevenyouwon'tstopmefrom

lovingherIwastellingyousothatyoumayknowas

myBestfriend.

Eva:DoessheknowAmanda?

Me:Noshedoesn'tknow.LookEvaAmandaisno

more,it'sbeen4yearswithouther.ImovedonNow,

IknowAmandawasyoursisterbutbeforethatEva

you'vebeenmyBestfriendSinceprimary,Secondary

andvarsitycan'tyoubehappyforme?Forgetthat

Amandawasyoursisterthinkofmeasyourbest

friend.

Eva:Willyouprotecther?

She'snowcrying,Itookherinmyarms.Shecriesin

myarmsIknow Amanda'sDeathwasallmyfault

andshewasheroneandonlysister.

Me:Iwillprotectherwithmyall,I'vekilledforher

onceI'lldoitoverandoverAgain.Whathappenedto

Amandawasamistake,herdeathstillhurtmelikeit

happenedjustyesterday.I'm sorryEva,butIloveher

so much.She makes me a betterman,no one



mentionedAmanda'sdeathtillnowbecauseit'sallin

thepastnow,butshe'llforeverbeinmyheart.It's

hightimethatImoveonnow!

Eva:IstillblameyouforherdeathBulumnko,you

could'vesavedheryouweresupposedtosaveher.

Me:Iknow,IknowEvaandIblamemyselftoo.

Shecries,andmytearsfalltoo,Amanda'sdeathstill

hurtsandEvaishurtingtoo.

Eva:Iwanttoseeher!

Me:Icanshow youherpicturefornow thenI'll

arrangesometimeforyoutwotomeet.

Eva:Noproblem caniseeherpicture?

Itookoutmyphonethenshowedherpicturesof

Nahiko.

Eva:She'sbeautiful,what'sherNameagain?

Me:Nahiko.

Eva:She'sbeautiful,Ilovehersmile.

Me:Ipromiseyouwillloveher



Eva:Ihopeso,canweeatnow?

Me:Yeahsure!

Aftereatingwehaven'tsharedanywords,shetook

theplatesthenwalked to thekitchen,shecame

backwithabottleofwineandaglasswithacanof

castleliteforme.

Me:Thankyou.

Isayasshehandsmethecan.

Eva:I'm sorryifacameoutasajealousbestFriendI

didn'tmeanto,emotionsjusttookover.

Me:Iknow don'tworry,you'rejustlookingoutfor

yoursister.I'm sorryEvabutIwon'thold on to

Amandafortherestofmylife,Ihadtomoveon,and

Ididjustthat.

Eva:IknowbutyouhavetotellyourGirlfriendabout

Amanda,relationshipisbuiltontrust,honestyand

communicationyoufailedthat.Now I'm talkingto

youasyourbestfriend.Tellhereverything

Me:Itwon'tbeeasyEva,I'llriskingmyrelationship

withherifItellhereverything,shewon'twanttobe



inarelationshipshewillthinkwhathappenedto

Amandamayhappentohertoo.She'smysafeplace

Ican'tlooseherlikethat.

Eva:DoYouknow ifyoucontinuelikethisyouwill

looseher,ifshelovesyoushewillstaytrustme.

Me:Iwillseeaboutthat,enoughaboutmeHowwas

LasVegas?

Eva:Ididn'twanttocomebackhome,Ienjoyed

myselfnoliesbutImissedhome.

Me:StillnoMan?

Eva:NopenoMan,Idon'tneedanyman.

Me:Sandzisstillsingleandavailable.

Eva:IwouldbedamnedifIweretoDateSandzisa

headachehewouldbeadeathofme.He'sFatherof

allPlayersInthisuniverse,bothhim andChumani.

Me:ChumaniisinaRelationship.

Eva:Youlie!

Me:I'm tellingyou,andIthoughtbynowhewould've

cheatedI'm stillshocked.



Eva:Yho,BathongPeoplereallydochange.YhooI

missedeventhem andourGossip.

Me:You'retheBiggestGossiperI'veevermet.

Shelaughssohard,atleastshe'ssmiling.

EvaisaModelandsheisalsoanAccountant.

Eva:youknow evenyou,afterAmanda'sdeathyou

wereuncontrollable,youwerebusywithladiesleft

rightandcentreyouwereevenmorethanSandz.

Me:YouseethereasonwhyIsayNahikomakesme

abetterMan,shechangedmeintothisManthatI

am now,evenMkhizesawthedifference.

Eva:DidyousayMamkhizeApprovedofher?

Me:Iwasshockedtoo,shefoundherinmyhouse

wearing myclothes instead offighting herthey

talked,sheevencookedforher.Shelovesher,even

todayshewasn'tfeelingwellMamkhizeisworried

abouther

Eva:What'swrongwithher?

Me:Idon'tknow,shewassweatingshewasburning

upandalsofeltdizzywedidn'tknowwhathappened



toher

Eva:Isshenotpregnant?

Me:Noshe'snotpregnant,andIhavetogoand

checkuponher.Seeingherwilleasemymind.

Eva:Icanseeitinyoureyesyouloveher

Me:She'smysanity,myHappyplacewheneverIsee

herIjustwanthertobewithmeforthelongesttime.

Holdherinmyarm withoutevenlettinghergo.I

reallydoloveher,IwenttoAmanda'sGraveandtold

heraboutNahikoandAskedforherblessings

Eva:YouwenttoLadySmith,emnambithijusttotalk

toAmanda?

Me:No,wewerethereasafamilyforChristmassoI

decidedtogoandtalkwithAmanda,Iwenttoher

graveandtoldheraboutNahiko.

Eva:I'm Gladyoudid,andI'm gladthatyouhaven't

forgottenaboutmysister.

Me:She'llalwaysbeinmyheart,buywhatIfeelfor

NahikoisdifferentEva,she'smysoulmateIcanfeel

it.Onlydeathwilldouspart.



Eva:Iam happyforyouMyeni.

Me:ThankyouMkami.

MyPhoneringsit'sNahiko.

Me:It'sNahikoletmeanswer.

Eva:OkayI'llbeinthekitchen

Shewalkstothekitchen.

Me:SthandwaSam.

Nahiko:Hey Babe,so yourmissed calls Iwas

sleepingandmyphonewasonsilentIdidn'twant

anydistractions.

Me:It'sokay,sohowareyoufeeling?

Nahiko:Muchbetteryoudon'tneedtoworryasI

havetoldyou.

Me:I'llbebetterifIseeyou,sothatIcanknowthat

you'reokay.

Nahiko:Iforgothowstubbornyouaresometimes.

Me:Justlikeyouright?

Shelaughsandthatwarmsupmyheart.



Nahiko:I'm notstubbornbabe.

Me:Yeahyou'llsaythatbecauseyoudon'tknowhow

stubbornyouare.

Nahiko:ifyousayso.

Me:Youknowit'sgoodtohearyoulaugh,youhardly

laughedinthemorningnorsmiled,that'soneofthe

reasonIwasworriedandstillworried.CanIcome

andseeyou?

Nahiko:Yesyoucancomeandinspectinspector..

Ilaughsohard.

Me:SoI'm theinspector?

Nahiko:YouwanttoseehowI'm doingmos.

Ilaugh..

Me:IloveyouBhelekazi.

Nahiko:Iknow youdoKhabazela,andIloveyou

more.PleasecomeIwanttoseeyourhandsome

face.

Ilaugh,she'sbravetoobrave.



Me:OkaySthandwaSam I'm coming.

Nahiko:Pleaseapizzaandsomewingsfrom KFC.

Me:LetmeguesstheyareBabymama'sfood.

Nahiko:Yeahright,I'm alreadydraineditwasbetter

when we didn't know now we're suffering for

Lwando'ssins.

Ilaugh.

Me:Alrightbabe,letmecomethen.

Nahiko:Okaylove.

Shedropsthecall.

"How is she?"Eva asks making herwayto the

lounge.

Me:Shesoundsbetter.ButIwanttomakesure.

Eva:OhAlrightthen,itwasnicetoseeyouagain,I'm

backnowI'llseeyoumoreoften.

Me:Yeahofcourse,I'lltellthegentsthatyouare

back.Ididn'ttellthem becauseIwantedtotalkto

firstbeforeyouheareverythingfrom them.



Eva:I'm gladyoutoldme,itwould'vebeenbadifI

heardeverythingfrom someoneelse,thankyou.

Me:AlrightMkami,I'llseeyouaround.

Eva:SametoyouMyeni.

WehugandImakemywaytothecar,I'm gladwe've

hadthistalknowIcanfeelfreeanddatemyWoman

freely.

__________

NAHIKO

Iwokefeelingmuchbetter,butmytemperaturewas

stillhighnotthathigh,I'm sohungryIdidn'teatthe

wholeday.Isaw missedcallsfrom Zithulele,his

Motherandunknownnumber.IcalledmyManfirst

he'sreallyworriedaboutme,andI'm sohappythat

Hecares,Iwenttotheloungewiththetwinswere

watchingTV

Sikelelwa:Sisi.

Sherantomeandhuggedme,Sikelelacametoo

andIhuggedhim too.Idon'tknowwhetherit'syhoo



theyaregrowing,alittlebittaller.

Me:missedyoursis?

Sikelelwa:Youhavenoidea,I'm nevergoingtothe

Bundusagaintheymademework.

Sikelela:Ilovedeasterncape,IlovedthefactthatI

washerdingcows,sheepsandGoatsIloveddoing

thatwithmycousins.

Sikelelwa:AuntieNondumisoissolazy,shelikesto

instructpeopleto do something whilesheseats

downandkeeponpointingoutproblems.

Ilaughatherstatementsohard,she'srightabout

Aunt'Nondumisoshe'stoomuchwedidn'tgotalong.

Theytellmestoriesthathappenedbackhome,I

reallymissedmytwinsthere'sneveradullmoment

whenevertheyarearound.

Myphonedisturbsourbondingsessionit'sMyMans.

Me:Heybabe.

Zithu:I'm 3housesawayfrom yourhouse.

Me:Justpark in front,I'llcome my motheris



sleeping.

Zithu:Okay.

Me:Twinsgoandbaththengostraighttobed.

Sikelelwa:Butwewerestilltalking.

Me:Ihavetogosomewhereforafew minutes,so

justgoandbath.

Sikelela:ohokaysis.

Iworemyflatsthenmademywayout,I'm wearing

mypyjamasIgotinsidethecar.

Me:Hey,youcandriveandparknotfarfrom home.

Hedrivesoffandparksnexttoaplaygroundthat's

notfar.

Me:SohowdoIlookinspector?

Zithu:Youlookmuchbetter,whatwaswrongwith

you?

Me:Ihadsideeffectsofthebirthcontrolchose

whichisnotrightformybody,sotomorrow I'llbe

goingtoaDoctortochecksomemyhormonelevels

andotherstuffthatwomenexperience.



Zithu:SotheBirthcontrolyouchosecandodamage

inyourbody?

Me:that'swhatIwanttoknow,judgingbytheseside

effectsIdon'tthinkit'sgoodformybodyI'llhear

from theDoctorwhatshehastosay

Zithu:Theuniversetryingtotellusthatyoushouldn't

beonbirthcontrolsothatwecouldmakebabies.

Me:Zithulele!

Ihithim onhischest,helaughsatmeIalsojoinhim.

Zithu:ButIdon'twanttoseeyousickagain,Iwant

youtobealwaysyourjollyself.Ilovetoseeyou

happy.

Me:Iknow,evenIdon'tlikebeingsick.

Zithu:Imissyou,Iwantedyoutobeinmyarmslast

night,maybeyouwould'vebefinewhoknows.

Me:AreyouJesus?

Zithu:inflash.

Ilaughathim.

Zithu:Itfeelssogoodtoseeyoulaughinglikethis.



Me:it'sbecauseyoumakemehappythat'swhyI'm

laughingthismuch.

Zithu:AndI'm gladImakeyouhappy,becauseyou

makemehappytoo.

Me:Iknow,sostopbeingsocheesyandkissme.I

didn'tgetyourkisstoday.

Zithu:Ithoughtyou'llneverask.

IlaughasIcuphisfacewithbothofmyhands,I

missedhislips.Hisrighthandmovesupanddown

mythighsbrushingmythighsandIdeepenthekiss,

irealisesasoftmoan..Whenthekisswasheating

uphepulledout.Hewasbreathingheavilysowasi.

Wecatchourbreathsforafewminuteshelooksat

mesmiling.

Zithu:WhatareyoudoingtomeChild?

Ireturnthesmiletoo.

Me:Idon'tknowGrandpa,whatareyoudoingtome?

Helaughsatme,thisNigah'slaughissocarefree

andI'venoticedhelaughswhenhe'swithmebutnot

infrontofotherplease.Hegivesthatmanlylaughof



his when he's around people,butIreceive the

carefreelaugh,andit'sthebest.

Zithu:Doyouhaveagrandpathatlookslikeme?

Me:Evenwaybetterthanyoulook.

Zithu:AreyoutryingtosayI'm oldSthandwaSam?

Me:You?Whatno.Youevenlookmorehandsome,

Cuter,sexierthantheseyoungboys.

HeLaughs.

Zithu:You'resuchanidiot,Pleassremindmewhat

am Idoingwithyou?

It'smyturntolaughnow.

Me:Iam theidiot?Idiotisme?WellIguessyouLove

thisidiot.

Zithu:Andiloveyou.

Me:Iloveyoutoo.

Wekissedforthelasttime,itwasgettinglateand

babymamawillmurdermeifIdon'tgotheresooner,

hedropsmeatthegateandImademywayinhe

droveoff,Ilockedthegateandthedoorthetwins



were in their room sleeping after locking and

switchingoffthelightsIwenttobabymama'sroom.

Weatethepizzawiththewings.ThenIwenttomy

room.IcalledMamkhizeandtoldherIwasfeeling

betterIcalledtheothernumberitwasBabusisiwe

shewasaskingaboutmyhealth.I'm stillgrateful

even today thatMkhize people likes me,Ijust

couldn'timagine myselfhaving drama with my

Boyfriend'smother,father,brotherorsister.I'm glad

thelikemeand Ilovethem alltheyaresucha

wonderfulfamily,withtheirLovingson.He'stheBest

boyfriend

.

.
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Lovey'allGoodnight

TWENTYSIX

"Hey,Nahiko!"OhmyGodthischilddoesn'tgiveup

doesshe?

Me:Heyy.



"Youforgotmynameagain?"

Ichuckleshe'sanonfactorwhywouldIeventhink

abouthername,Ismileather!.

"LisaandI'm tellingyoufortheLasttime."

Me:OkayLisa,ifyoudon'tmindI'm lateformyclass

ineedtorush.

Lisa:Nowe'releftwith10minutesbeforeourclass

commence.

Yeahright.

Me:Youinmyclass?

Lisa:Duh!

Yhoo,Idon'tevenrememberthatit'stheFirstweek

of February a lotof things happened butmy

happinessstillremainedandYothandois4months

pregnantnowherpregnancyistreatinghergoodbut

she eats forthe whole country,she's backwith

Lwandoandhe'shappyaboutthebabyhedidn't

know whathe did forthem to broke up,we

understooditwashormonesbutnow theyarelike

houseonfire!OtherthanthatmyGirlsGigiand



Azole are stillgood with theirrelationships.My

relationshipisstillonthehoneymoonphasesoI

can'tsayI'm nothappy,I'm alwayshappyhe'sthe

bestboyfriendever.Heintroducedmetohis'female

bestfriend'Eva.NoliesIdon'tlikeheratall,she's

alwayswithZithuoratzithu'shouseandmydearest

Zithudoesn'tseeanythingwrongwiththat,andI

didn'twanttosoundlikeaJealousgirlfriendIhavea

lottoworryaboutthanagrownassMan.ButmyGut

feelingneverlies,y'allwillsayitonethatdaythat

thatgirlisnotgoodnews!.She'sevensingle,she

doesn'thaveaManyholetmewatchandsee.Oh

andthisgirlnexttomeLisahasbeenforcingmeto

beherfriend,Iwantednofriendsinvarsitybutnot

thisGirl,Imisstheworkingplace,speakingofthat

AzoleisinaMatricCollegetoworkonherMatric

she willbe writing herexams in June.I'm also

helping herwithherstudies,she'salwaysatmy

placenowadaysandmom doesn'thaveaproblem

withher,actuallywhohasaproblem withher?When

Itoldthem aboutthisEva,theysaidshouldanything

happenbetweenhim andzithuGigiandYothando

cantakeZithulelebuyshewantsoneononewith



Evashelldealwithherherself.Shedoesn'tfeelthis

Evaaswellsinceshe'sfriendswithallZithulele's

friendsincludingherChumani.

"Heyareyoustillhere?"

IlookatherQuickly

Me:Ohyeahsorryyouweresaying?

Lisa:Wecangotothecafeteriatogetsomethingto

eat,theymaketheebestHotFries.

It'sjustafterourclass,wehaveonemoretoattend

sothatIcanbeoutifhere!ThisiswhatILoveAbout

universityyoudon'thavetobehereallday,youhave

like2or3classesadaybutsomedaysIhave4

classes.ButstillIdon'tmind.

We'reseatedinthecafeteriaeatingourfries,she's

notabadcompanythough.

Lisa:Sotellmeaboutyou.Whyareyounotstaying

atRez?

Me:There'snothingtoknow aboutme,I'm Nahiko

I'm 23we'redoingthesamecourseIstayathome

becauseIwantedto..



Lisa:ohI'm Lisa,22yearsold.IstayatRezbecause

I'm notfrom capetownI'm from knysna.

Me:Ohh,that'sabeautifulplace.

Lisa:yeahitis.

Wechattedaboutalotofstuff,she'sagreatperson

butI'vealreadyhavetoomuchfriendsonthebag

rightnow,soshe'llbemycampusbuddy.I'llneed

someonetotalkto.

_________

AZOLE

"MissMawenicanyoupleasecomeandhelpuswith

theSum"thatwouldbeme,ifIdidn'twanttobein

universityIwould'vedroppedthisshit,Istoodupand

walktotheTeacherwho'sIncrediblyhandsome,he

smilesatme,don'tyouDareyouDevil.OhLordhelp

yourchildandleadhernotintotemptations.Itake

thechalkfrom anddothesum,thankstomysecond

TeachermyBestieforteachingmeIwouldbefailing

mathscozIalwaysloosemymindwhenhe'sinfront



teaching.

"That'scorrectthankyoumissMaweni"

IsmilethenmademywaybacktotheDesk,Lolly

smilesatme,she'smyfriendhereatschool.

Theteacherfinallyfinishes,thisistorture.

Lolly:Behappyheknowsyoursurname,and he

calledyoutotheboard.

Me:Ihave a boyfriend Lolly,MrIsake is justa

Teacher!

Lolly:Butyoulikehim!

Me:That'swhereyouarewrong,Idon'tlikehim.He's

justahandsomeman,butIhaveaboyfriendthatI

loveIwouldn'tsabotagewhatIhavewithmyMan

forthelikesofMrIsakeno.

Myphonebeepsit'samessagefrom mybestfriend.

"Thelectureisaskingforanextra30minutes,take

anUberin35minutesfrom now,Iloveyou"

Ismile,WewaitforeachothereveryWednesday

becauseourclassesendsat3pm.Anyotherdayshe

leavesbecauseherclassesendsearlierorlateso



Wednesdaysiswhenweendatthesametime.I'm in

CapeTownsoI'm theonerequestingUberthenget

heratUCTlowercampusthat'swhereshe'sat.

Lolly:That'smyBus,letmerun.I'llseeyoutomorrow.

Me:OkayLove.

Sherunstothebusstop,Itakebustooit'scheapit

savesmoneysinceI'm notworkinganymorebutas

I'vesaidWednesdaysarespecial.

IsawMrIsakemakinghiswayapproachingme,my

phoneringsit'sChumani.

Me:Heylove

Chumani:heybaby,arestillatschool?

Me:Yeah,I'm waitingforNahiko.

Chumani:IguessI'llbesavingyoutoo,I'm inlong

streetinmyclubIcancomeandfetchyou.

Me:OhokayI'llwaitforyouhere.

Chumani:OkayI'm comingbye,Iloveyou.

Me:Iloveyoutoo.



Idroppedthecall.

"MissMaweniyou'restillhere?Theschoolisout"

Canhejustcallmeusingmyname,schoolisoutas

hejustsaidwhat'swiththeSurnamecallingInever

understoodteachersandstilldon'tunderstandwhy

theyarecallingstudentswiththeirsurnames.It's

actuallybad,IpreferbeingcalledbymyName.

Isake:ohokay,I'llwaitwithyouhereit'snotsafeout

here.

Okay.There'sa securityfora reason so Idon't

understandbutit'sokay.

Me:AlrightsirIdon'tmind.

Isake:You'reprettygoodwithyourstudies,i'm sure

you'llpassyourmatricwithgoodmarks

Me:yesmyvarsityfriendkindahelpmewithmy

studiesshe'squitegood,Ijustwanttodowellinmy

finals.

Isake: Then you need to work hard,and in

determinationyou'lldowell.

Me:Thankyousir,Iwilldoexactlythat



Isake:Whattookyousolongforyoutocomplete

yourMatric?

Me:MyBestfriendtheonewho'sinvarsity,shetold

me it's nevertoo late to live yourdreams and

educationiswhatIneed asastartpointofmy

dreams.

Isake:She'sagoodfriend,whatdoyouwanttobe

whenyoufinishyourstudies?

Me:A lawyer,iwasworkinginaLaw firm asa

cleanerIsaw myselfinthoselawyersbutInever

thoughtIwouldbeonebutmyfriendtoldIcouldbe

one.

Isake:Youloveherdon'tyou?

Me:Whodoesn't?She'sthebestthingthathasever

happened to me.Ilove herso much,she's my

everything.

Isake:Issheacelebritythateveryonelovesher?Coz

Idon'tknowher.

Ilaugh.

Me:Everyonewhomeetsherfallsinlovewithher.



She'ssweet,kindandverybeautiful.

Itookoutmyphone,Ipagedthroughmypictures

then wentto 'My Nahiko'album which has her

pictures.

Me:See,thisisher!

HekeepsonswipinglookingatNahiko'spictures.

Isake:She's really beautiful.How can Igether

numbers?

Helaughs,andIjoinhim.

Me:Pityyoucan'tbecauseyou'reamarriedman,

andshe'sinaveryseriousRelationship.

Isake:I'm joking,mywifewouldreallykillme.She

doesn'ttrustmesinceI'm workingwithyoungadults,

shethinksIwouldcheatonher,butneverIloveher

tobitstodoherlikethat.

Me:That'swhyyou'realwaysMrSerious?

Isake:Yeahyoucansaythat,butthisconversation

neverhappened!

Me:MyLipsaresealedyoudon'thavetoworry!



Welaugh,IsawChumani'scaratthegate.

Me:That'smyridebyeSir.

Isake:ByeMissMaweni!

Iwalktothecar,Igotinsidethecar.

Me:HeyLove.

Chumani:Whowasthat?

Me:MyMathTeacher.

Chumani:You laugh like thatwith yourMaths

Teacher?

Me:He'samarriedManChumani,andIam ina

Relationshipthankyou.

Ilookoutsidethewindow,he'sjealous,I'm gladheis.

Chumani:OkaybabeI'm sorry,Idon'tknow whyI

saidthat.

Me:Becauseyouarejealous,thatiswhy.

Chumani:MeJealous?.

Helaughs.

Me:Yesyoujealous.



Chumani:Ohokay,alittle.

Ilaughathim.

Me:Iloveyou,onlyyou.

Chumani:IknowandIloveyoutoobabe.

Heleansforakiss,andIgivehim thekissthathe

want,myMansisSuchagoodkisser.

Chumani:Imissyou!

Iknowbythathewantssex,andIlaugh.

Me:I'm SureNahikoiswaitingforus.

Chumani:Thenanswerme,I'lldrivetoher.

Me:Afterdroppingherwecangotoyourhouse.

Chumani:Thatsoundslikeaplan.

HedroveofftoLowercampus,Nahikowasseating

atabenchnexttothegatewithaYellowbonegirl.

Shesaw Chumani'scar.Theystoodupshehugged

thegirlandshecametous,thegirlwalkedopposite

way.

Nahiko:HeyLovebirds



Chumani:HeyHiko.

Me:ShouldIbeworried?

Nahiko:About?

Me:Thatyellowbone?

ShelaughsasifIjustsharedajokewhereasI'm

serious.

Me:I'm seriousNahiko.

Nahiko:YouhaveLollipop,whyareyouworried?

ShecallsLollybyLollipop

Me:Lollyisjustafriendnothingmuch.

Nahiko:SodoesLisa,she'smyCampusbuddyyou

don'thavetobeworried.

Chumani:She'sJustJealousHikobabydon'tmind

her.

Theybothlaugh.

Me:it'snotevenfunny!

Nahiko:JuststopitAzole,letloosewhat'swrong?

Me:I'm sexuallyFrustrated.



Chumani:Butyoudidn'ttellme.

Me:WellI'm tellingyounow!

Nahiko:OkayGuysstopitbeforeyouhavesexright

Infrontofme.ChumanicanyoupleasepassbyKFC

I'm sohungry.

Me:I'm hungry too,Iwas thinking of having

McDonald's.

Nahiko:WepassedMcDonald'sweonlyhaveKFC

aheadofus.

Chumani:She'sright,you'llgetburgeratKFCifit's

burgerthatyouwant.

Me:It'sokayI'llsettleonthemeat..

WebyeStreetwise2andsomeOreocrushers.We

eatinChumani'scarvjedoesn'thaveaproblem with

that.

Nahiko:Whenareyouwritingyourtests?

Me:I'm startingFriday,andiam sostressed.

Chumani:Youdon'thavetobebabe,you'llbejust

finedon'tstresstoomuch.You'lldoyourbesttrust



meIknowandIbelieveInyou.

Nahiko:Ibelieveinyoutoolove,Iknowyoucandoit,

actuallyyouwilldoityou'recapableofdoingit.

Me:Thankyouguysforbeingthebestsupportersin

mylife,youTwoarejustthebestthingthathasever

happenedtomeafterIlostmyparents,I'm happy

andit'sallbecauseofyoutwo.

Chumani:Iloveyoubabe,Iwantthebestforyou.

Nahiko:And Ilove you too baby,you too are

treasuredinmyheart.

Me:AndILoveYouTwowaymore!.

WearriveatNahiko'sPlace.Chumani'sPhonerings.

Heanswersit.

Chumani:Sandz..What?...Oh shitI'm on myway

rightnow!

HedropsthecallandlooksatNahikothenatme

Chumani:Lookbabe,IwilldropyouhereI'llcome

andpickyouuplaterokay?

Me:Chumaniwhat'swrong?



Chumani:Ican'ttalkfornowbaby,Ireallyhavetogo.

Nahikotakesherschoolbag.

Nahiko:Byechusta!

Chumani:ByeHikobaby.

Nahikoclimbsoff,andIwantChumanitoexplain.

Me:ExplainChumani,what'sgoingon?

Chumani:Lookbaberightnow isnotthetimeto

explain,Ireallyhavetogo.LateronwhenIcometo

pickyouupI'llexplaineverything.

Me:YoubetterexplaineverythingtomeChumani

andImeanit.

Chumani:Ipromiseyoubaby,Iloveyouokay?

Me:Iloveyoutoo.

Iclimboff,hedoesn'tevenwaitformetogetinside

thehouse,hedroveofflikeamadman.Iwonder

what'shappening.Imakemywayinsidethehouse,

Nahikoisfinishingherstreetwise2.Iatemineinthe

Car.

Me:Where'severyone?



Nahiko:Mom andYothandoatworkandtheTwins

probablyontheirwaybackfrom school.

Me:Ohokay!.

Nahiko:Doyouwantustogothroughsomefew

exercisebeforethetwinscomebackanddemand

attention?

Me:Let'smakethem lunchsolongsothat,theycan

eatwhentheygetback.

Nahiko:Thatsoundlikeaplan.Ham andcheese

sandwiches?

Me:Makeloadsofthem forthebabymamatoo,you

knowShe'llwanttoeattoo.

Nahiko:Canshegivebirthalready,I'm readytobean

Aunt.Herhormonesarejustallovertheplace.

Me:Thatwillbeyoutoowhenyou'repregnantbut

yourhormoneswillbeworsethanher.

Nahiko:That'swhatI'm scaredofrightnow.

Ilaughather,shewenttothedoctoraftertheside

effects incident.The doctor told her that her

Hormonesarehighandwhenshe'sonherperiods



shewillbehormonalandwhenshe'spregnantthey

willbeworse.

Me:Butyou'llbefine.

Nahiko:Yeah,ionlyfeelsorryforZithulele.

Me:hewillregretmakingyoupregnant.

Welaugh,andmadethesandwichesforeveryone.

_________

NAHIKO

It'slatenow,I'vebeencallingzithu'snumberitgoes

straighttovoicemail,Ionlytalkedwithhim inthe

morningwhenhecalled,nomatterhow busyHis

scheduleishemakessomemeansandcallsme.

SomethingisnotrightandIcanfeelitIwonder

what'swrongwithhim

"Youalrightbaby?"Mymom asks

Me:YeahI'm finey'allcanseatdownI'lldishoutfor

yousothatyoucanwatchyournews.

Azole:Countmeintoo,I'llwatchthenews,itseems



asifChumaniisnotcomingsoI'm sleepinghere.

Yothando:JusthurryupI'm hungry.

Sikelelwa:Sisiyou'realwayshungry,andyoualways

pointandinstructusyou'rejustlikeAuntNondumiso

yhoo!

Shesaysdramaticallywealllaugh.

Sikelela:She'spregnantDommy!

Sikelelwa:Yesshe'spregnantnotdisable.

Ileftthem there Fighting with each and Azole

fuelingthem,butIagreewithSikelelwashe'sright,

Yothando doesn'tdo anything she calls outfor

everythingthat'swhyIstayoncampussometime..I

dishoutforeveryonemymindisstillnothereI'm

worriedaboutZithuleleandIdon'twanttocallher

motherIdon'twanttobeseem desperate.Itook

theirplatesintothem,theNewshavestartedAzole

andmymothersareconcentratedontheTV.I'm just

watchingsinceI'm eatingI'llbeoutofhereinno

timethengotomyroom.AndsleepwhenZithulele

decidestocallIwon'tbeansweringanyofhiscalls.



"TheBusinessTycoonZithuleleMkhizearrestedfor

drug Smuggling.The Police DepartmentCaptain

Smithsayshe'sbeenAfterhim andhisFamilyFor

years and now he got.Question Is the Mkhize

EmpireBuiltbyDrugsMoney?OrTheMkhizepeople

arejustbasicallyAccused?"

The reportersaid.She's in frontof Zithulele's

Building.Idon'tknowwhattosayordoIfeeluseless

andweakrightnow.

.

.
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TWENTYSEVEN

IwasinmyofficewhenSmithandhisDogsbadged

inmyoffice.

Me:CanIhelpyouGentleman?

Smith:Nothankyou,butyourtimeisovernow.I've

gotyouandI'llputyouinjailandmakesureyou

serveLifewithyouBrothersandthatincludesyour



Father.

Me:Whathaveidone,IthoughtIwasplayingright

now.

Smith:YouthoughtsoBoy.

Me:CallmethatagainI'llforgetyou'reapoliceman!

Helaughed,hewaspissingmeandheknewthat.

Smith:WellIwasn'theretochitchatwithyouIhave

alotofthatbutnothere.Doyouperhapsownan

AccountingFirm inStellenbosch

Me:YeahIdo,it'sminehaveaproblem?

Smith:Wefounddrugsinyourcompanysir,weknow

thatyoustashedthem thereandtheCompanyisa

frontwhileyoutransportthedrugs.

Me:Idon'tdodrugs.Webothknowthat.

Smith:Wedon'tknowWhatyouMkhize'sdobut,You

areunderarrest.Youhavetherighttoremainsilent,

foranythingyousay,maybeusedagainstyou.You

havearighttoattorneyifyoudon'thavetheState

willprovideoneforyou.



Me:Don'tyoudareputthosecuffsonmeI'llwalk

willingly.

Ifix my suit,who everplanned this,has been

planning fortoo long he orshe betterrun way

becauseIwon'tbetoolenient.TheWholeFucken

PoliceDepartmentsurroundingmyBuildinglikeI'm

somesortofanAnimal.

Me:CallMlungisiandMkhize!

Isaytothereceptionist.

IgetinsidethePoliceVan.Thejournalistsarehaving

afieldday,whotoldthem aboutthis?

We arrive atthe police station the putme in a

interrogationroom.

Smith:SoMkhize.

Me:Youdon'teventrymesmith,asI'vesaidI'll

forgetyou'reevenaCaptain.Don'tfuckwithandI'll

talkwhenmylawyergethere.Pleaseleave!

Smith:Youhaveforgottenthatyou'reinmyterritory.

Me:Yeah!.



"CanIhaveatimewithmyclientsmith"

Smith:TheMkhizeCriminals,surewhynotletme

leaveyoutodecideawaytocheatthepolicebutnot

thistimearound.

Mlungisi:Whowoulddouslikethis?

Me:whoeverthatpersonis,betterrunawayornot

he/shebetterkillhimself.

Mlungisi:I'llhelpyouonkillinghim orher.

Me:GetmeoutofhereorI'llbechargedwithmurder

ofCaptainSmith.

Mlungisi:It'salreadylatenow you'llhavetospend

thenighthere,tomorrow morningyou'llbeoutof

here.

Me:Ibetterbe,I'm alreadypissedIjustneedtobe

alonefornow

Mlungisi:I'veorganisedaperfectcellforyou,even

thoughbedwon'tbeascomfortableasyourbed

you'llbe fine.It's justa night,I've been here a

countlesstimesyou'llbefine.

Me:Yeahright!Nahiko?



Mlungisi:I'm sureshewillknow,thejournalistwere

there.We'reprobablyMarkingheadlines,andwe'rea

talkinthesesocialnetworks.

Me:Idon'tknowhowshewillfeelaboutthis,willshe

believemewhenIsayIdon'tsmuggledrugs?Will

shebelieveme?I'm arrestedforfuckssake,Ithink

I'llgivehersomespace

Mlungisi:Youdon'tmeanthat.

Me:ImeanitBafo,She'sstillyoungtobestuckwith

me,I'llhavetolethergo.Shehastoliveherlifethe

wayshewantslivein

Mlungisi:Whatifshewantstobewithyou?

Me:Iwon'tgiveherachance,itwillbeworthitfor

thebothofus.I'm donehereBafo.

Mlungisi:Alright.

Heleavesrightafterhim,Smithmakeshisway.

Smith:Stillwon'ttalk?

Me:Youhadachancetotalkwhilemybrotherwas

here,soleavemealone.Ijustneedtobealoneand

thinkthisthrough.



Smith:What?areyoutryingtoDenyeverything?

Me:There'snothingwrongI'm doing,I'lljustsueyou

and you'llmake a public statementtelling you

arrested a wrong person justbefore the ends

tomorrow.CanIgotomycell.

Smith:Surethepolicewilltakeyouthere.

Thepoliceofficertookmetoacell,that'smuch

cleanerandbetterIstayedthere.IthoughtofNahiko,

mygirldoesn'tdeservemeandI'm beingselfishfor

notlettinghergo.SoassoonasImakemywayout

I'lltellhertoliveherlife.She'sstillyoungandI'llbe

puttingherlifeindanger.Soyeahshewillbe inmy

heartyes,butshemuststudyandfinishherstudies

andshecanliveherlifefreely.DamnImissherlike

crazy,willIbeabletolethergo?Myhearttellsmeto

bewithherandstaywithherbutmymindtellsme

otherwise.Ittellsmetoletgoofher.

_________

NAHIKO



"Youalrightbaby"motherask,afterlisteningtoall

thatwassaidabouttheMkhize,Iwillbelieveitwhen

Ihearitallfrom Zithulele,hehastoexplain.My

bookswillkeepsanethat'swhyI'm dresseduptogo

tocampus,I'llgomadifIstayanylonger.

Me:YeahI'm finemama.

Mom:DoyouknowthatMan?IsheyourZithulele?.

Yeahmymotherdoesn'tknowZithulelefacetoface

butheknowshisname.

Me:Yesit'shim.

Mom:Doyoubelievewhatissaidabouthim?

Me:No,andifthat'sallthetruthtrulyIdon'tknow

theManI'vebeenwithfor8Months.

Mom:From thestoriesyou'vetoldmeabouthim,I

don'tthinkit'salltrue.

Me:Wewillneverknow mom,you'llfinishaperson

butIprayandhopethatallisjustalie.

BeforemyMotheranswermemyphonerangitwas

Mamkhize.



Me:Helloma

Mamkhize:Baby.

Me:Pleasetellmeit'snottruemama.

Mamkhize:We'redrivingtoyourhomerightnow,

howareyoufeeling?

Me:Idon'tknow how I'm feeling,butseeinghim

wouldbebetter!

Mamkhize:Holdupwe'recoming.

Idropthecall,I'm havingaheadache,I'm atthe

vergeofcrying.LastnightIcriedandprayedthat

he'ssafe.

Me:Hismotheriscominghere.

Mom:Sheseemslikeagoodwoman.

Me:Sheisallherfamily,that'swhyI'm failingto

believethis.

There'saNockatmydoor,I'm withmymother,

Yothandoisatwork,Azoleisatschoolalsothe

twins.Myclasseswerestartinglateronthat'swhyI

washome.



My mom came with Mamkhize and Mlungisi,

Mamkhize'seyeswerereadyasifshewascrying.

Mymotheroffersthem aseat.

Mom:CanIgetyouanythingtodrink?

Mamkhize:Waterwillbefine

Mlungisi:Waterwillbefinetometoo.

Mymotherwenttothekitchen.

Mamkhize:MysonmaybeAnythingbutnotaDrug

smuggler,hewasInnocent.

Me:Whatdoyoumeanwas?

Mamkhize:He'sfoundnotguilty,hewasframedand

accused.

InodmyHeadinunderstanding.

Me:Whereishe?Iwanttoseehim,isheokay?

Mothercamewiththewater,Mamkhizedownedthe

waterinonego.

Mlungisi:HewasshotLastnight.

Idon'tknowwhatIjustheardfrom Mlungisihemust



bejoking,somebodypleasewakemeupfrom this

dream.It'sabaddream.

Me:youjokingright?.

IlookatMlungisihe'slookingdown,Mamkhizeis

crying.

Idon'tknow when mytearsstarted forming I'm

cryinguncontrollable.

Me:It'snotfunnyMlungisiitsnotfunnyatall,why

areplayinglikethis,isZithulelepartofthisplan?.

Mymothercomesfrom mysideandhugme,Icryin

herarms,Idon'twanttobelieveallofthis.Wewere

justhappyandnothingcamebetweenuswhyisthis

happeningtome?

Me::MamawhyGoddoesn'twanttoseemehappy?

Am Inotsubjectedtohappinessdon'tIdeserveto

behappy?Whyallthebadthingshappenstome

wheneverI'm tryingtobehappy,Motheram Iacurse?

WhodidIwrongma.

Mother:Shhbabydon'tworry,there'snothingwrong

withyouatall.I'm sorrythisallhadtohappenyou,



butbayGoddoesn'thateyou.

Mamkhize:Yourmotherisright,whathappenedto

Zithuleleisnotyourfault.ItGod'splanthatallof

thishappenedtohim,wecannotmasswithGod's

planheknowswhathe'sdoing.Zithulelewillbefind

trustme,he'sstronghewillpullthrough.

Allyouneedtodoistobestrongforhim,behis

pillarinthistimeofneed,hewillneedyoutowake

up.Ifyou'restrongforhim hewillpullthroughfor

yoursakeandforthesakeofushisfamily.Willyou

beabletobestrongforZithulele?

Inod.

Me:Yes,Iwillbestrongforhim.Ilovehim somuchI

wouldn'tsurviveifIweretoloosehim.I'lldothisfor

him,foryouhisfamilyandforourlove.

Mamkhize:Thankyousomuchbaby,andyou'reway

strongeryouwillhandlethisItrustyou,willandwe

Willrightbyyourside.

Me:Whatarewewaitingforlet'sgoandseehim.

Mom:I'llgowithyou.



Inodsmilingather.Shetakesmyhands,Itakemy

phone.

"HeyloveIwon'tbeattendingtodayIhavesome

crisispleasesendmeallthenotesfortoday"Isentit

toLisa.

WearriveattheHospitalSandz,Chumani,MrMkhize

andEvaarethere.

MrMkhizecallmetogotohisarms.Icryinhisarms,

he'sbrushingmyback.

Mkhize:Hewillbefine,hewasjustshotonhisArm

andstomach.TheDoctorswerebusywithhim all

night.He'snowsleepingonhighmeds.

Hepulledmeoffhisarmsslowly.

Mkhize:youlooklikeamass,didyousleep?

Hewould'vesaid"youlooklikeamass,abeautiful

mass"

Me:Isleptalittledidn'tsleepthatmuch,Icouldn't.

Mkhize:Iguessyouhadquestions?

Me:Alotofquestions.



Before he could talk,journalists came rushing.

TakingpictureshetookmeInhisarmshidingmy

face,Sandz,Chumaniand MlungisiQuicklydealt

withthem.Thatwasreallyunnecessarythisisa

private hospitalIdon'tknow how they gotthe

information but yeah never underestimate

journalists.

Mkhize:Comemakoti,let'sgogetsomefreshair.

Hetookmyhand and wepassed byakioskhe

boughttwobottlesofwaterandtwopies.

Hecameback,wewalkedtosomeplacethatlooked

likeagardenitflowersandtrees,itwasrefreshing.

Hehandsmethebottledwaterandpie.

Mkhize:YoushouldEat,Icanseeyouhaven'teaten.

Me:Thankssir.

Mkhize:CalkmeBaba[father].

Ismiledathim.

Mkhize:Ihavetotellyousomething,mysonfailed

totellyoubecausehewasscaredofloosingyoubut

I'llhavetotellyousomethingthatwillmakeyou



decidewhetheryou wantto bewith Zithuleleor

Leavehim.

Me:You'rescaringme.

Mkhize:Don'tbe.

Hewasreallyscaringme,Ididn'tknow whattodo

andwhattosay.

Mkhize:WhenIgrewIneverhaditall,IwasAcattle

boy back in Lady Smith.It was hard getting

educationbutwhenIfinishedmyMatricIwentto

stayInJohannesburg.Ididn'tmakeittoVarsity.

TheseStudentfinancialSchemewerenoteasyto

access,IstayedinJohannesburgonthestreetsI

hadnowheretogonoone.ItoldmyfamilyIwould

neverdisappointmyMotherwassick,myfather

didn'teven make itwhen Iwas born he was a

marriedman,Iwasraisedbyasinglemother.WhenI

wasstillinJo'burgonthestreetsIstolesomeman's

wallethow hefoundmeIdon'tknow.Hetookme

awayfrom thestreets,builtmymom ahouseand

tookmetoUniversity.Ineveraskedwhyhedidthat.

AftermyGraduationIwasfinallyalawyer,itturned



thatthe man had no familywhatsoever,he got

marriedtomymother,Iwashisson.Hewasavery

goodman.Whenhediedheleftallhisbusinessto

me.ThedayhediedIalmostdiedIwasshot,alotof

peoplewantedmedeadtooIdidn'tknowwhy,until

his Righthand man told me abouthis illegal

business.IhadtoprotectmyselfIdidallIhadtodo

tosavemyfather'sJob.ImetMlungisi'smother

impregnatedherandmarriedher.IdidallthethingsI

didformychildren.I'm oldnow,theyhadtotake

careofthebusiness,wedoGunssmuggling,Own

TrainingAcademyforAssassinsandHitmans.Ihad

to do itformychildren,fortheirfuture.Inever

wantedthem tobepartofit,butithappenedfortheir

safety.MlungisiandZithuleleTookoverme.Drugs?

Idon'tsmuggledrugsMySonsneverdidZithuleleis

innocent.Weranking2ndintheUnderworldalotof

peopleareafterus.4yearsback,ZithuleleHada

GirlfriendAmandaZungu,shewasaZulugirlfrom

Ladysmith,inMnambithi.ShewasEva'ssisterthey

weretheonlysiblingstheirparentshad.Zithulele

datedAmandaforthelongesttime,theywerehigh

school sweethearts, Amanda studied here in



UniversityoftheWesternCape.UWC,whileZithulele

wenttoWitsinJohannesburg.Whenhestartedhis

businesshecamebackHome.Hecontinuedwith

hisrelationshipAmanda.TheAmandaPassedaway

wasTheZithulelewasgoingtoproposetoher,He

wantedtomarryher,Amandacompletedhim We

weresosurethattheyweresoulmates.Ontheday

ofthatengagementZithulelebookedarestaurant

justtobealonewithher,heaskedadrivertopick

herup.OnherwaytoZithuleletheywerehijacked

those Guys took Amanda and killed the driver.

ZithulelewaswaitingforAmandaHedidn'tknow

thatshewaskidnapped.Aftersometimeherealised

thattheyweresupposed to betherehecouldn't

reachtheDriverandcouldn'treachAmandatoo.He

trackeddownthecar,whenhearrivedthedriverwas

deadAmandawasnowheretobeseen.Hetracked

herusingaCharm braceletheboughtitforher.

Whenhelocatedher,hewasalreadylate.Amanda

wasKilledinaveryinhumanway.Heblamedhimself

fornotbeingwithherthattime,heblamedhimself

fornottaking herbyhis own.Amanda's family

blamedhim too,Evablamedme.Foryearshelived



withthatguiltthathekilledhisGirlfriend.Inthe

periodof4yearsHewouldgoaroundclubbingand

sleepingwithdifferentgirls,hedidn'thaveaway

forwardafterAmanda'sdeath.Hewentfortherapy,

hewentbacktohisbusinessesbutweneversaw

him withagirlfriend.Amanda'sFamilyforgavehim

butstilltheyblamehim forAmanda'sdeath.When

MamkhizesaidZithulelewaswithagirlIwasso

happy,it'sbeenyearswithoutseeingZithulelethis

happy.Youmadehim thebettermanheistoday,

Zithuleleisaveryproud man and verystubborn

sometimesyouwouldthinkhe'solderthanMlungisi.

Helovesyou,IcouldseeitinHiseyes!AsI'vesaid

what I'm telling you can make or break your

relationshipwithZithulele.Hedidn'ttellyoubecause

hewasscaredhewilllooseyetanotherpersonthat

heloves.It'syourchoicenow,theBallisinyour

court.Thinkaboutit,don'tmakerusheddecisionsif

youhavetobeselfishbeselfishandthinkabout

yourself.Iwon'tforce you to staywith myson

Zithuleletoowon'tforceyoutobewithhim ifyou

don't..



Icouldn'tdigestwhatMrMkhizeistellingme,Idon't

know Ijustneedmybedrightnow.Myheadisso

heavyiwon'tbeabletothink.

Me:Thankyoubabafortellingmethis,I'm gladyou

didotherwiseIwouldn'thaveknown.

Mkhize:I'm gladnowyouknowthetruth.

Hestoodupandtookmyhand.

Mkhize:comeI'llgetyoutimetospeaktohim.Even

thoughhewon'thearyouduetotheheavymedsthat

theygavehim.

Istoodup.

Mkhize:youneedtogohomeafterthisandsleep,I'll

buyyousomesleepingpillsinthePharmacy.

Me:there'snoneedI'llsleep.

WearrivedatthewardwhereThewholeMkhize

family,thatincludesthesistersandMnqobi.Evais

stillheretoo,whyishestillinZithulele'slifeafter

everythinghedidtohissister?

Mkhize:NanagetinsideI'llbetalkingtoyourmother

solong.



Inod,Iopenedthedoorthereheis.There'sasling

onhisarm,pipesandhehastheoxygenmaskon

him.Helookssopeacefulandhandsome.IPecka

kissonhislips.

Itakeaseatonthechairnexttohisbed,iintertwine

ourhands,tearsfalluncontrollable.

Me:Iloveyou,GoddamnIloveyousomuch.Ican't

see myself without you in my life,you're my

soulmate.Butihavetoletyougowhileit'sstillearly

beforeweinvestmorefeelings,Idon'tknowhowmy

lifewouldbewithoutyou.HeckIcan'tevenimagine

thatbutIhavetobeselfishthisonce,I'm sorrythatI

won'tbeherewhenyouwakeup,butI'llalwayscarry

youinmyheartnow tillforever.IloveyouKhabazela

butthisisforbothourowngood.Ikisshishand,

foreheadandlastlyhislips.

Iwalkaway,I'm walkingawayfrom mylovefrom my

Life,Idon'tknow whatI'vejustdonebecausemy

heartisbleeding..Iclosethedoorandleanonitwith

myeyesclosestearsflowing.

Me:Chumanicanyoupleasetakemeandmymom



home?

Chumani:Yeahsure.

IhugMamkhizeforthelasttime,sincethewon'tbe

anythingbetweenmeandhissonanymore.IhugMr

MrMkhize,Mlungisi,Oyisa,Mnqobi,Babusisiweand

Buhle.I'm sayingmyGoodbyestothem.Iwalkaway

withmyheartbleeding.Chumanidroveushome.It's

4pm now thetwinsareontheirwaybackhome.

"Heredrinkthisyou'llbefine"Itaketheorangejuice

from mymom andgulpeditinonego.Ilaymyhead

onherlapasshe'sbrushingmyhair.

Ilookatmywallpaperonmyphone,I'llmisshis

smile,eyes,Laughterandhishandsomeface.I'm

driftingofftolalalandasmymotherkeepsbrushing

myher.IhugthephoneasiletwhatI'vedecidedto

sinkin.

.

.
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GoodnightIlovey'all

TWENTYEIGHT

Thismustbethelongest3daysever,it'sMonday

morningI'vejustatemybreakfast.I'vebeenavoiding

everyone,mymom,mysisterandmyfriends.Ijust

wantedtobealone,noIneededtobealone.On

Friday Morning headlines were the Mkhize's on

Newspapers.About'the Mystery Woman'who's

supposedtobeZithulele'sGirlfriend.IthankGodMr

Mkhizeshieldedmeinallofthat,Iwouldbeallover

theNewspapers.AndOnThursdayNightthePolice

madeastatementthatZithulelewasframedand

accusedthattheyaretrulysorryforthewaythe

treatedhim.Youknow peoplearejustnottobe

trusted one minute theyare againstthe Mkhize

peoplecallingthem criminals,Murderersbecause

drugskilltheirchildren.AftertheStatementrealise

from thepolicenow theyWanttheMkhize'stosue

thepolicedepartmenttheywereshamingthepolice

on how theyalways arrestinnocentpeople.My

ringingphonedistractsmefrom mytaughtsit'sMr

Mkhize.



Me:SawubonaBaba.[HelloFather]

Mkhize:Sawubonantombiyam kunjani?[Hello my

girlhowareyou?]

Me:I'm goodandyou?

Mkhize:I'm goodtoo.

Me:Howishe?

He'ssupposedtobedischargedtodayifthingsgo

accordingly,MrMkhizekeepsmeupdated.Hewoke

uponThursdayfewhoursafterI'veleft.

Mkhize:I'vejustsignedhisDischargedPapers,he's

comingbackhome.Wewillbestayingathishouse

forthetimebeing,Mamkhizewantstotakecareof

him andchangehisbandageseverynowandthen.

Me:Alrightbaba,I'm rushingtoschoolnowIhaveto

cuttheconversationshort.

Mkhize:AlrightMygirlgowell.

Me:Thankyou.

HedropsthecallIsatdown,Ijustwanttohearhis

voiceonelasttime!Iwonderhowdoeshefeelabout



me?Doeshelovemeorhewasjustreplacingme

withhisLateGirlfriend?Iwonderwhatwentthrough

hismindwhenhedidn'tseemeatthehospital."I'm

donenow,let'sgo"Itookmybackpackandwalked

tothecar,mymotherisdroppingmeoncampus.

We're listening to the radio everyone walks on

eggshellswhentheyarearoundmetheydon'tknow

whattosayordothatincludesmymother.

'MnandisiDyantyisNdimthanda'playsontheradio,I

listentothesongwhileclosingmyeyes.

'Ndimthanda,nobaevukaehambaesenz'intoZakhe,

Kutshisa kubanda, kusasa naseMini, equmbile

encumileesenz'intozakhe'.

I'm thinkingaboutaboutZithuleleIcan'thelpbutfeel

myheartbreaksintoparts,whylovedoeslovehurts

thismuch.Am idoingarightdecisionforlettinghim

go?Whenthesongreachestheendingpart



'Nguye lo oncumis'intliziyo yam ngawo onke

amaxesha'

I'm holdingtearsIdon'twanttoletgo,I'vecried

enoughitallneedstoend.."Andwearehere".

Me:Thanksmama.Iloveyousomuch.

Ihug hertightly,Idon'tknow whyI'm shutting

everyoneoutIneedgoodpeoplebymyside.

Mam:Iloveyoutoomybaby,you'rewaystronger

thanthis.Thisshallpasstoo butIwantyouto

choose happiness in allofthis yourhappiness

matterswhetheritlieswithZithuleleorWithouthim

okay?

Me:Yeahthanks.

Itakeoutmystudentcardandbackpackthenmade

mywaytotheGateIpluggedmyearphonesthen

listened to my favourite song 'The greatest

showman-Neverenough'Iwalkdowntothelecture

hallI'm 20minutesearly.Iseatdownlisteningtomy

songthat'sonrepeat.Ifeelataponmyshoulder.I



removemyearphonesawhiteguyisstandingin

frontofme.

Me:hi

"hey,i'm sorryifIandisturbingyou,I'm Nicholas".

Me:it'sokayI'm Nahiko.

wedoalittlehandshake.

Nicholas:you'rebeautiful.

Me:Thankyou.

Nicholas:I'veneverseenyouoncampusyou'rea

transferstudent?

Me:Yeahyoucansaythat.

Nicholas:AlrightNahiko,welcometoUCT Ihope

you'rewelcomed.

Me:AreyouinSRCofsomesort?

Nicholas:Yes,DeputyPresidentandEFFleader!

Ilaughatwhathejustsaid

Me:Butyou'rewhite.

Nicholas:I'm black,itwasniceseeingyouNahiko.



WewalkedawayIwasleftamused,he'sBlack?But

how?

"wasthatNicholaswhoyouweretalkingto?"

Me:HeyLisahowareyou?

Lisa:I'm Good,youlookdifferent.

Me:Howdifferent?

Lisa:LikemiserableDifferentyousureyouokay?

Me:YeahI'm okay,Who'sNicholas?

Itrybyallmeanstochangethesubject,she'sa

psychstudentShe'llknowthatI'm lying.

Lisa:He'stheEFleader,helostby2votestobea

SRCpresident.He'sapoliticalstudent.

Me:Hesaidhewasblack.

Lisa:Hewasadoptedbyblackpeople,he'sXhosa

butI'm surehe'sbiologicalparentsarewhitepeople.

Me:SohecanspeakXhosa?

Lisa:Fluently.

Me:That'sinteresting,youseem tobetakenbyhim.



Lisa:Whowouldn'the'shandsome.

Me:I'm nottaken by him,he's noteven that

'handsome'therearepeoplewhoarewayHandsome

thanhim.

Lisa:Like the Guy who was trending,Zithulele

Mkhize.Thatmanishandsomeit'ssadthathehasa

girlfriendnow,actuallythejournalistareassuming

thattheynotsure..

Yeahneh,whenI'm tryingbyallmymighttoforget

aboutzithuhe'snamealwayscomeandmyheart

can'teventakeit.

Me:Yeah.Looklet'sgoandattend.

Istoodupandwalkedintothelecturehall.Books

werealwaysmysanity,sincebackinthedays.

Iattend my3 classes forthe daysmoothlyno

struggle.Iwalkinthecafeteriaforsomechiproll

andjuicefortheroadIhaven'teatenalldayexcept

thecerealIhadinthemorning.Iseatdown,plugmy

earphonestheatemychiprollpeacefully.Yeahi

madeamentalnotethatI'lldownloadthesongI

heard on the radio i'm on the WiFiso whynot.



"MandisiDyantyis -Ndimthanda"Iknow I'llbe

torturing myselfbutIloved the song,itspoke

volumes.

"Youalonerneh?"

Me:Doyouharasseverynewstudentjustlikeme?

Nicholas:am iharassingyou?

Me:You'redisturbingmypeace!Thereare1styear

studentsyouknow.

Helaughs,Idon'tknowwhatI'vejustsaidthatmade

him laugh.

Nicholas:Friends?

Me:Nothankyou,Ihavelotsofthem!

Itookmybackpackandjuice.

Me:HavealovelydayMrNicholas.

Hesmilesatme,Ilefthim smilingtherelikeanidiot.

MyphoneringsasIcatchataxithatwilltakemeto

WynbergTaxirank.

Me:Baba.



Mkhize:Hewantstoseeyou.

Ifreezeontheseat

Me:Iwon'tbeabletoseehim.

Mkhize:Justthislasttimemygirl,thislasttimeand

Ipromiseyou.Youwon'thearfrom usanymore.

You'llgetclosuretoo.

He'sguilttrippingmerightnow,heckIwanttosee

him andlookathisfacewaslastchance.

Me:OkayI'm coming.

Mkhize:Okaymydaughter.

HedropsthecallIsigh.

Arriving atthe TaxiRank Ilooked fortaxis to

Plattekloofthe Driversaid they are had to find

becausethere'snolotpassengerssoItooktheone

going to parrow I'llUberthereitwon'tbemuch

expensive.

_____________

ZITHULELE



Imissher,Imissherbeautifulface,Imisshersmile,

Imissbeingsubjectedtoherbullying.Imisswhen

shelaughsatmissherscentinmynostril.Ifthisis

whatshewantthisiswhatshewillget,ifsheis

happy with herdecision then iam happy,my

happinesslieswithher.whenmkhizetoldmethat

hetoldhereverything,IwasgladbecauseIcouldn't

findthecourageandIdidn'tknow wheretostart

tellingme.AllIknowisthatshelovesmeandilove

herwaymorethanshelovesme.

"Thiscoulddofornow"

Me:ThanksEvayouthebest.

Shesmilesatme.ShewasfixingmypillowsothatI

don'tstrainmybackandhurtmystomach,it'snot

like it's my firsttime being shotit's notbut

Mamkhizemakesitfeelslikeit.

Eva:HeardyourfathersaysNahikoiscoming.

Me:Sheagreedtocome?

Eva:Soundslikeit.



Me:Pleasegoandcallfatherforme.

Eva:sure.

Shestoodupandwentdownstairstocallmyfather.

He'swithMamkhizeinthekitchenthosetwoare

inseparable.IfNahikoiscomingthenI'm happy,I

justwanttoseeherfacethat'sall.

"Youcalledformeson,iseverythingalright?"

Me:Yes,didNahikoagreetomeetme?

Mkhize:Yes,shesaidshe'sonherwayhereshe's

from school.

Me:Okaythanksfather.

Heleaves.

Eva:Youseem happy,areyoutryingtochangeher

mind?

Me:NoIwon'tbechanginghermind,ifherdecision

isfinalthenIhavenosayinit.

Eva:YoureallyLoveher?

Me:Alot,Ilovehersomuch.



Eva:MorethanAmanda?

Me:MylovewithAmandawasdifferentwiththe

LoveIhaveforNahiko.

Eva:mhhokay.

Me:Ilovedyoursisterwithmyeverything,I'llalways

Loveher.She'snomorenowIhadtomoveon.

Eva:Iknow,canwemovefrom Amanda,how are

youfeelingnow?

Me:It'snotlikeit'smyfirsttimebeingshot,I'llbe

fineI'm aMan.

Eva:You'llforeverbestubborn,rememberwhenyou

gotshotforthe1sttime?Youwereinsomuchpain

butyoudidn'twanttogototheHospital.

Me:AndIkeptIpouringthewhiskyonthewound

thinkingitwillgoaway.AmandawascryinglikeI'm

dead,screamingatme.

Eva:Andthattimeshefoundyouwithawoman,and

burntyourshackbackhome.

Me:Shewascrazy,andacrybabytoo.Imissher

sometimes.



Eva:Imisshereveryday,andherewegotoAmanda

again.LookIshouldleave,I'llcomeandcheckyou

tomorrow.

Me:Okaythankyouforcomingby,Ireallyappreciate

yourbeing.

Eva:That'swhatbestfriendsarefor.ByeB.

Me:ByeNtombifuthi.

Eva:Fuckyou!

Me:Butthat'syourname.

Eva:Whatever,Ilaughatherassheheadsout.She

hatesherfirstname.

Mamkhize made herwaywith juice and chicken

mayowrap.

Me:I'm notHungryyouknow?

Mamkhize:you'llhavetodrinkyourmeds

Itook a few bites in the wrap.Then drank the

medicationwithwater.

Mamkhize:Veryhappy,Son talk to me I'm your

motherIwasonceyourfavourite.



Ilaugh.

Me:Onceyourfavourite?

Mamkhize:Yeahyourfatherisyournewfavourite.

Shesayspouting,mymotherisa verybeautiful

woman.

Me:Youknow you'remyFavourite,you'llalwaysbe

myfavourite.Myno1womanintheentireworld.

Mamkhize:okaytellyourfavouritewomanhow you

feeling.

Me:Idon'tknowhowIfeelma,honestlythisbreaks

mealotbutifnahikowantsthisthenIhavenosay.

Mamkhize:Shelovesyousomuch.She'sjustscared

trustmeshewillcomebackforyou.

Me:Iwillwaittillshecomeback,I'llwaitforher

Mamkhize:Nowpromisemethatyouwon'tgoback

toyouroldself?

Me:Iwon't,I'llcontinuewithmybusinesses..

There'sasoftnockonthedoor.



Mamkhize:Comein.

Theresheis,lookinglikeabeautifulmess.Shelooks

likeshehasn'tbeengettingsomesleep.

Mamkhize:Heybaby.

Nahiko:Heyma.

They both hug,Mamkhize takes the plate and

glassesshehadandwentout.

Nahiko:Hey!

Shesaidsoftly,itsoundedlikeawhisper.

Me:Heyy.

Shecameandsetnexttome.

Nahiko:How areyoufeeling?Areyouinsomesort

ofpain.

Me:I'm feelingbetterthatyouarehere.

Nahiko:Alright.I'm sorryIwasn'ttherewhenyou

wokeup

Me:Youdon'thavetobesorry,itwasyourchoiceof

notbeingtherebutI'm gladyouareherewithme



rightnow.

Nahiko:Doyoustillloveher?

Iknewshewillaskthisquestion.

Me:She'sno more,whyareyoucompeting with

someone who passed away a long time ago?

SthandwaSam Iloveyouonlyyou,nobodyelsebut

you.Amandawasahugepartofmylifeyes,shehad

herownfairofmylove,youareherenowshe'snot.I

loveyou.

Shenods.

Nahiko:Iwanttothinkthisthrough,Iwanttothinkof

mydecisionwhetherI'vemadetherightdecisionor

not.

Me:Areyouhappyaboutyourdecision?

Shedoesn'tsayanythingshelooksaway,sheseems

asifshewantstocry.

Me:Pleasecomeandlayrightnexttome.

Itakeherhand,sheremoveshershoesandlaidright

nexttome.Iholdherrightintomyarms.



Nahiko:Am Inothurtingyou?

Me:Noyounot,thusfeelssoright,it'sasifyouare

meanttobeinmyarmsIlovehavingyouinmyarms,

Babylisten Iknow thatyou have made a best

decisionforyou.Thatwillbebestforyou.ThenI

havenosaybuttoagreewithyou.Myhappinesslies

withyou,Ihappyifyouarehappy.I'llalwaysbehere

foryoualways.Myarmsareopenedforyouanyday

I'llbekeentohaveyouinmyarms.Youownmy

heartandNobodyelsedoesbutyou.Thankyoufor

teachingmetoloveagain,thankyouforgivingme

yetanotherchanceinlove.Iloveyou,Iwillalways

loveyou.

She'scryingandthatbreaksmyheart.Iputheraside

andgotontopofher,Iwipedhertearsthensmiled

ather.

I kissed her she responded with as much

Enthusiasm.Thekissisdifferentfrom theother

kisseswe'vesharedthisoneisdifferent,it'sfullof

emotionsandShe'scrying,Iletoutateartoo. I

removeherjacketthatshe'swearingandtheT-shirt

she'sherbreathsarepointedrightatme.Imakemy



downherherjeansIremovethem withonehand,I'm

stillkissingher,she'sonlyleftwithherlacepanties.

SheremovedtheshirtIwaswearing,she'shaving

troubleswithmysweatpantsIhelpherwiththat,I'm

leftwithmybrief.

Me:Areyousureaboutthis?Shenodsherhead.

Me:KhulumaSthandwaSam.

Nahiko:Yes,Iwantthispleasee.

Iwentbackonherlipsbusyplayingwithherbreats.I

tookmylipsanddownalloverherbodytillher

honeypot.Iremoveherpantieswithmyteeth.Then

wentbacktoherlipsandcapturedthem onceagain.

Itookoffmybriefs,igentlypartedherlegsholding

hergazeandherwarm moistwallswelcomedme,

she'stightasalways.Imoveslowlyandgentleas

shedugmynailsatmyback.Sheholdsmetightly

asI'm increasingmypace.She'smoaningmyname

andI'm groaninghisnameandwe'reonourspace,

webothdon'tcareabouttheParentsdownstairs.

Me:IloveyouBhelekazi,I'm deeplyinlovewithyou.

Nahiko:IloveyoumoreMkhize..



Shescreamedoutloadasshe'sreachinghersecond

orgasm we both reached our orgasm. After

sometimeIpulledoutandkissedherforehead.

Iwenttothebathroom andgotussomewettowelsI

wipedherandmethenwentbacktoher,Imadehe

layonmychest.

Wenotsayinganythingwe'rejustlisteningtoour

loudheartbeats.

Ifeelhertearsonmychest,shemustcryallshe

wantI'm givingherachanceto.

Nahiko:ThisisGoodbye..

Ididn'tsayanything,shestoodupandworeher

clothes.Iworemine,Istoodupandhelpedhertie

herbraids.

Me:Comehere!

Itookintomyarms,she'ssobbingsilently.Theysay

Mandon'tcry,butthishurtmorethanagunshot.I

wipethetearsinmyarms.

Me:Goodbye.

Nahiko:Goodbye.



Sheleavesmestandingtherewithnothingtodo

withmyself,ifthisiswhatshewantshewillgetit,

it'sforwellbeingandhersafety.

Igetinside myblankets hersweetperfume us

lingeringinthisroom.Thisshithurt,ithurtsalot!.

.
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TWENTYNINE

IaskedtheUberdrivertopassbythePharmacy,I

boughtMorningAfterPills.I'm notoninjectionbut

onbirthcontrolpillswhichIhavetodrinkeveryday

atthesametime,youforgotthem justforoneday

you'llgetpregnantsoMorningAfterpillwilldo.I

drinkitassoonasIgotinsidetheUber.MrMkhizeis

paying,Iwassoembarrassedtoevenlookatthem,I

justhadsexwiththeirsonandscreamedloudlyasif

iwantthem toclaphandsforme.Mymotherwhen

she'sonherfightingmodewouldkillmeifIwereto

tellherthis,ButZithulele'sFatherandmotherdidn't



sayanything."Areyougoingtobefine?"That'sall

theyaskedanditoldthem I'llbefine.Thisismyfirst

relationshipmyfirstheartbreakitwillallpassmany

peoplehavedoneitI'lldoittoo.Idon'tmindbeing

single and miserable formywhole life because

there'snomanouttherewhoIwilllovemorethanI

loveZithulele,Ileftmyheartwithhim.

Me:Thankyou!.

IclimbofftheUber,andImakemywayin.My

friendsareallseatedinthelounge.Gigi,Azole&

Yothando!.

MamaandtheTwinsareinthekitchenIcouldhear

from thelounge.

Me:Heyy!

Ididn'tevenwaitfortheirresponse,Iwalkedintomy

Room asIwastoclosemydoorGigiblockedit,they

allgotinside.BabyMamalockedthedoor!.

Gigi:Nahikowhat'swrong?

Me:Nothing,it'sjustsomephaseitwillpass.

Azole:Aphasethatexcludesus?



Me:Y'allwon'tgetit,you'llneverunderstand.

Gigi:MakeusunderstandNahikocozwehaveplenty

oftimeandwewillbehereinyourroom allnight!

You've been a corpse forlong enough now you

shouldgobacktotheNahikoweareusedto.

Me:That'swhatI'llbedoingfrom nowon.

Azole:NahikoyouwerethereformewhenIneeded

you,youwereourveryownpsychologist,youwere

ourpillarofstrengthmypillarofstrength,myno

1Supporterallowustohelpyou!

Gigi:Yourememberwhenyouforcedthetruthabout

myRelationshipwithcaldrin,whenyousupported

meandtoldmetofollow myheart,youwerethere

my cheerleader,my motivation.I've neverseem

someoneasstrongasyou,theywayyouholdyour

strengthisnotinyourphysicbutyourHeartit's

withininyou.Allowustohelpyoulikeyou'vehelped

us.

Yothando:YouNahikoyou'remysister,sincewe

wereyoungyouhadinyour'Bigsistershoes'even

thoughyou're2monthsolderthanmeyouprotected



me,AlltheBadthingsyouallowedthem tohappen

toyoubutnottome,youfoughtforbackinprimary

schoolpeopleknew nottomesswithmecozthey

arescaredofyou.Whenyouleftmeapartofmen

left,youcamebackforme.Youtalkedwithmother

aboutmypregnancy,youtoleratedallmyHormones

allbecauseyoucareabouteveryone,whynotallow

ustohelpyou,crywithyouasyoucriedwithus?.

Me:WeBrokeup!.

Idon'tknowwheretheseTearscomefrom butthey

arealot,I'm sobbingintheirarms.

Me:Ithurtsguys,ithurtssomuchpleaseletitstopI

can'ttakeitanymore,ithurts!.

Isobloudly,theyarenotaskinganyquestionsthey

arecryingwithme,I'm sureithurtsthem toseeme

cryand Idon'tevenlikethefactthatI'm crying

becauseIdon'twanttoseethem crying.

Yothando:Whathappened?

Sheaskedafteralongtime.

Ilaidmyheadonherthighs.



Azole:Wewannaknow,youguysarewhatwecall

couplegoals,you'resoulmates..

Gigi:Indeed,irefusetoacceptthis.

Me:IfIstayed,IwouldbeputtingmylifeinDanger,i

willhavetolivelookingovermyback.A lotisat

stakeifIstaywithme.ThatincludesMymother,

YothandoandtheTwins.Ihadtoletgoofhim.

Azole:HikobabyZithuisalwayswithyouandyou

guysspentalotoftimetoo.Hecanprotectyou.

Me:Hecanprotectme,whataboutmyfamily?This

isaveryconfidentialstory,MrMkhizetoldmeandI

can'teventellyouguys.ButtrustmeI'vemadethe

rightdecision,itmaynotbeaneasyonebutit'sthe

rightone.I'llneverforgetZithulele,he'smyfirstand

Lastlove.Fornow Iwantto focusmoreonmy

careerandmyfamilythatincludesyouguystoo.

You'remyfamily,allIwantisyoursupportthat'sall.

Azole:Iknow how sensibleandselflessyouare,

you'remybestfriend.Isupportyou,eventhoughmy

hearbleedsforthisbreakup.

Gigi:Metoolittlesister,Isupportyou.I'm allrouting



foryourhappiness,Iwantyoutoreturnfrom your

oldself.

Yothando:Ifullysupportyou,ifthisiswhatyouwant

andthinkit'sgoodforyouI'm vouchingforyoutoo.

ButIwantyoutobeyouroldselftoo,wemiss

Nahiko,OurNahiko.

Me:Itwon'tbeeasy,sincetomorrow isValentineit

willtaketime.ZithuandIhadplansfortomorrow

butIguesslifedoesn'talwaysgiveuswhatwe've

alwayswanted.

Azole:They say sharing is caring so I'llbring

everythingChumaniwillbuyformeI'llcomewithit

sothatwecanshareittogether.

Gigi:CaldrinissoghettoandOld-fashionedhewon't

evenbuyanything,andI'm sureIwon'tbegetting

anything.

Me:IhavemyMotherandMycuteTwinsI'llwatch

moviewiththem,trustmeIwon'tgetbored.Soyou

guysgoandspendyourValentineswithyourMans

okay?

Azole:Yesma'am.



Me:And wena Gigi,don'twaiton caldrin to do

somethingromantic,youcanplansomething.

Gigi:You'reright,andIhaveanIdea.

Me:IknowI'm alwaysright.

Yothando:Lwando is taking me outfordinner,

whereasIjustwantsexandjunkfood.Iwon'teven

gotherehe'llgoalone,I'm fatenoughhewantsto

makemetheJokeofthecity.

Wedon'tsayanythingbecauseherhormonesareall

overtheplace,andshewillgotothetomorrow we

allknowthat.

Gigi:HowaboutaGlassofwine!

Me:Ihaveschooltomorrowsonothanks.

WeallknowthatourOneglassofwineendswithus

Drunk.Soyeahnothanks.

Westayedandchattedwithmyfriendsitwasso

goodtohavethem inmylife,IevenforgotaboutMy

problems.

They've justleftand I'm with mymotherin the

loungewatchingTV,everyoneelseisasleep.



Mom:Nanayouokay?

Me:Yesmom I'llbefine,Webrokeup.

Mom:Because ofthe Drugs incident? He was

clearedfrom thatcasehewasFramed.

DoItellmymothereverything?Orletmejustkeep

quiet?Idecidedtotellhereverything.

Mom:Iwon'tbestandinghereandJudgingPeople

fortheirends meet,butWhathappened to his

Girlfriend scares me.Ifthathappened to you I

wouldn'thaveforgivenhim.ButBabyyourFather

wouldsaychooseyourhappiness,Hewasaman

thatdidn'tcareaboutthesituationsofotherpeople,

heneverjudgedandneverdictatedsomeone'slifeI

won'tdoitwithyou,you'reoldenoughtomakeyour

owndecisionsbabyifyouthinkyou'llbefinewithout

thatMkhizeboythenI'llberightbyyourside,butif

you'reMiserablewithouthim you'llhavetogoback

tohim,thatBoyLovesyouhisfamilylovesyouso

dearly.Butmyloveyourhappiness,yourSafetyyour

lifematters.DecisionsinlovedifferbutI'm happy

youchoseyourself.Itwon'tbeeasywithouthim,isit



7or8Monthswithhim?Itdoesn'tmatteryouwere

usedbeingcalledeverydayandnight,youwereused

to being withhim,going outondateswithhim.

Adjustingwithouthim inyourlifewillbehardbutI

wantyoutofocusonyourstudies,takeyourtime

healingfrom yourheartbreakanddon'trushanything

okaybaby?

Me:Thankyou so much,ifeellikethisiswhat

Bhelekaziwould'vesaid.I'm gratefultohaveyouin

mylife,you'reDad,Bhelekaziandyouinone.Ilove

yousomuchmama.

Mom:Iloveyouwaymoremybaby!

Shekissmyforehead.

Mom:Letmegoandsleep!

Me:Alrightgoodnight.

Mom:Goodnightbaby.

Shestoodupandleftmealone,IdecidedI'llwatch

cartoonseatingmyicecream.Sofiathefirstinnot

thatbad,andmiraculousLadybugtoo.

AfterwatchingthecartoonsIwenttoputtheice



cream back in the fridge then walked to the

bathroom.Ididn'twanttobath,IwantedhisCologne

tolastforevertheclothesthatiwaswearingwill

neverbewashedtheywillbeareminderofhisLove

forme.

Itookabath,them woremypyjamas,Iwenttomy

room.ItookmycellphoneasIwasabouttolistento

music Ihad 6 missed callfrom Zithulele and a

messagefrom him.Iopenedthemessage.

"HeyIhopeyouarrivedsafelyathome.I'm leaving

tomorrow I'llbegoingtoJohannesburg,inolonger

havealifeincapetown.Iwon'tbeabletobarenot

seeingyoueverydaybeingawayfrom youwillfeela

littlebetter.I'llbeattheAirportaround4pm.My

flightleavesat6pm.I'llwaitforyoujusttoseeyou

forthe lasttime.Stay wellGoodnight.Love -

Zithulele".

Ireadthemessage10times.Isleeplisteningtomy

music.

Iwokeupinthemorning,Itookashowerthenwore



mygreen flowered Maxidresswith mygladiator

sandals.Iletloosemybraids,itookabaginsteadof

backpacktodayandputtedmybooksinsidethebag.

Ididsomelightmakeup,it'smyfirsttimedoing

makeupgoingtoschool,butIjustwanttolookthe

partI'm claimingNahikoback.

Iwalk to the lounge Twins are nothere their

transportarrives early before 7am.There's only

mamaandYothandowho'slatebecauseit's7:50am.

Hershiftstartsat8am..

Yothando:mhhh,youlookgoodsobeautiful.

Me:Thankyouareyounotlate?

Yothando:it'smyclinicday,I'llgotoworklateron

wewerewaitingforyou.

Mama:Youlookbeautifulbaby.

Me:Thankyoumama.

Imadecornflakesandatethem quicklybecause

theywererushingme.Ihavea9am classbutthey

arerushingI'm not,butsinceIneedarideI'llhaveto

matchtheirtime.



Itakemybag.

"Let'sgo"Isaymakingmywayout.

Theydropmeoffoncampus,Itakeoutmystudent

card,IspotLisacominggettingofffrom theShuttle.

Iwaitforher.

Lisa:wowyoulooksobeautiful,what'stheoccasion?

YougoingoutforValentinesdate?

Me:NoI'm not,thisismewhenI'm inthemood.

Lisa:Canyoubeinthemoodeveryday,Ilovethis

moodofyours!

"HeyNahiko"ilookbackit'sthatwhiteguyfrom

yesterdayIforgothisname.

Me:Hi,what'syournameagain?

Him:Youdon'tknowmyname?

Lisa:She'sjustlikethat,shewon'trememberyour

nametomorrow trustme,ittookhera weekto

remembermyname.

Him:WellI'm Nicholas,remember?



OhyeahnowIknowwhoyouare,ablackwhiteman

lol.

Me:HowcanIhelpyouNicholas?

Nicholas:Nothing,I was just greeting,Happy

Valentinebytheway.

Hegavemearedflower

Me:OhhThanks,lookIhavetoleaveI'm lateformy

class.

IwalkawaymakingmywaytothelectureHall.He

justmademymoodgodown!

Lisa:Can'tyouseethatNicholasisinyou?

Me:Welli'm notinhim,canwejustleavehim now.

Isaidgivinghertheredstupidflower!

Iattendedallmyclassessmoothly,andIhadno

problem me.

"You've been staring atyourphone forlike 30

minutesnow,areyouwaitingforaphonecall?"-Lisa.

It's3pm now,I'm debatingwhetherIshouldleaveor

not.



Me:LookIhavetogosomewhere!.

Itookmybagandlefthertalkingshetalksalot.I

walkedtothegate,IrequestedanUbergoingtothe

Airport.

I'm infrontoftheAirportI'm contemplatingwhether

Ishouldcallhim ortakeUberandgobackhome.

Icallhim,heanswersimmediately.

Me:Hey,I'm attheentrance.

Zithu:Someoneisgoing to comeand fetch you

there!

Idropthecall,it'smyfirsttimebeinghere.I'venever

beenonaplanebeforebutIhopeIwon'tdiewithout

beingonone.

"AfternoonmissNahiko,pleasefollowme"Ilookat

thisbigguyinfrontofme.

Ifollowhim,Idon'tknowwhereI'm goingbutItrust

Zithulelewithallmyheart.Idon'tknowwhereweare

goingasI'vesaidI'veneverbeenherebefore.

"Youmaygoinma'am"we'reinfrontofabigwhite

door.



Me:here?

Guy:Yes.

Iopenthedoorit'sdarkhere.

"Youcame".

Me:Zithulelewhereareyou?It'sdarkhere!.

Heswitchonthelights..

Me:wow!..

I'm in shock,Ihave no words.This room is

decoratedredandwhite.Withballoonsrosepetals.

There'safountainandaverybeautifulviewofcape

townifitwaslate

Me:ArewestillattheAirport?.

Helaughsthatcarefreelaughofhis.

Zithu:Yesma'am.Comeandseatdown.

Whereishissling?He'swearinghisbluejeansand

whiteT-shirtwithmilitaryboots..

Itakeaseat..

Zithu:I'llbeleavinginanhour,IwanttotellyouthatI



loveyouNahikoMsomisomuch,I'veneverloved

anyonethewayiloveyou.It'ssodifferentbutyetso

precious.I'm leavingbecauseIwantyoutobehappy.

Iwantyoutoliveyourlifeandbehappymyheartis

withyou!.

Hetakesoutsomeplatesandabox..

Zithu:I'vebakedyourfavouriteswiththehelpof

Mamkhize.Cheesecakeandblueberrymuffins.

Heplacethem ontheplate..

Itastethecake..

Me:mhh,thisissodelicious.Thankyousomuch

Zithulele.Thankyouforthisyou'llalwaysbeinmy

heart,Iloveyousomuch.Youhavemyhearttoo.

Hekissesmyhands..Wetalkaboutourlovestory,

whileeatingthesepastries.

Zithulele:Ihaveagiftforyou,myGuywillgiveyou

whenhetakesyouhome.

Iopenupmybag,andtakeoutalockerwithaheart.

Me:Thislockermyfathergaveittomebeforehe

passedaway,it'ssodeartome.It'smyheartin



wholeIwantyoutotakecareofit,it'spuregoldand

it'smyheart.Iwantyoutohaveit,Iknowit'sasmall

thingforyoubutit'severythingtome.

Zithu:I'llalwayshaveitwithmeallthetime.

Westoodupandhugeachother,Iinhalehiscologne

Iwantittolingerforever.HecapturesmylipsandI

takeinhis,mytearsflowsregardlesssodoeshis

tears.Wepulloutaftersometime.I'm sobbinginhis

armsholdinghim tightly,he'sleavingwithmyheart.

Zithulele:IhavetoleaveSthandwaSam.

Ilookathim withtearsblurring.ysight.

Me:Iloveyou,somuch.

Zithulele:Iloveyouwaymore!

Themomenthishandsslipsofffrom mineIknew

he'sleavingandit'sbreakingmyheart,butI'm glad

hedidthistoday.He'sonhissideofthedoorI'm on

mine.We're looking ateach other,mytears are

flowing.

Zithu:you'resuchaprettymass,wipethosetears

andgivemeasmile.



Iwipethem andforceasmile..

Zithu:tillwemeetagain.Ngiyakuthandakuthanda

Bhelekazi.

Me:Ngiyakuthandanam Khabazela.

Heopenhisdoor,IopenmineheleavesandIlook

backthinkinghewillcomebackbutnowhedoesn't.

Imakemywaytoo,I'm followinghisbigguy.We

arriveI.AblackMercedesheopensthedoor,there's

atrafficJam.

ButIfinallyarriveathome.

TheguyhandsmeaverybigredboxandRedroses.

Me:Thankyou.

Him:Byema'am.

Me:Bye!

Theboxisalittlebitheavy.

"Andthen?"That'sYothandoasking

Me:It'sagift.

Mom andtheTwinsjustlookatmeasifi'm crazy.I



don'tmindthem,soimakemywaytomyroom,Iput

theboxontopofthebed.

Iopenit.There'saColognewithaletter.

"Iknowhowmuchyou'reinlovewithmyCologneso

idecidedthatIshouldbuyoneforyousothatmy

scentcanbewithyoualways".Ilaughthere'sabox

withGreysweatpants,T-shirtandasweater.Anda

letter. " My clothes always look good on

you,especiallythese.Iwantyoutohavethem and

whenyouwearthem thinkasifyousleptatmyplace.

YouevenmetMamkhizewearingtheseclothes,they

arejustforyou"sothoughtfulofhim ismile.There's

asmallframe.CoveredwithabrowncoverIopen,a

mixtureofourpicturesstartingfrom ourfirstdatetill

hisBirthday.

"Iwantyoutoknow thatthelovewesharedwas

beautifuland unique.You're such an amazing

phenomenonyoungwoman,anymanwillbeblessed

tohaveyouasacompanion,Iwishyounothingbut

laughter,JoyandHappinessinyourlife.Behappy

Butterfly"it'swrittenatthebackoftheframe!



Ismilehe'ssocheesy.There'sanothersmallframe,

it'soneofthepicturesIstoleofhim cookingathis

housewhenIwentthereforthefirsttime."Don't

askmewhereIgotthispictureIhavemyways,andI

thisismyfavouriteandyourfavouritetoo.Whenyou

missmyfoodrememberyourpersonalchefthatis

me"Ilaugh,hewasindeedmypersonalchef,he

cookedmorethanme.There'saDiarywithapen.

Thefirstpageiswritten."Thisdiaryisaplacewhere

you'llventyouremotions,ifyoumissme,orfeeling

likecryingorseemerighthere,thisiswhereyou'll

betellingmeabouthowyoufeeltakeitasifyou're

talkingtome!"Ismile,whyishedoingallofthisfor

me?

There'saveryhugeFramewiththebothofus,onthe

newyear,rightexactlyat12am hisbirthday.

We'relookingatthestarshishandonmywaistand

mineonhiswaist.

It'saverybeautifulpicturesobeautiful.

"Myloveforyouwillneverfade,itwillbelikethose

starsintheskyalwaysthereandconstant.Iloveyou



Bhelekazi"

It'swrittenatafarcorner..Ican'thelpbutcrytearsif

joy.IthankGodforgivingmeaplatform tobeloved

andtolove.You'llforeverbeinmyheartalways

Mkhize.I'llputthisframeonmywall.Ismilewiping

mytears."Aprettymasshuh?"

.

.

2YearsLater!!

.
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30+Comments,pleaseshare,mentionyourfriends

andlike.

THIRTY

"SURPRISEE"ohhmyGoodnessaRangeRoverSport

VoguewithaBow Written"CONGRATULATIONS"In

bigLetters.

Therearetwosetsofkeys.Ilookatmysecond



parents,MrandMrsMkhize.

Me:Youdidn'thaveTo.

Mkhize:Summa Cum Laude is no child's you

deserveeverythingmorethanthis.

Me:What'stheotherkeyfor?

Mamkhize:YourApartmentinSeapoint.

Me:You'rejokingright?

Mkhize:Nodaughterweareveryproudofyou.

Irananhugthem,whatdidIdodeservethem?After

Zithuleleleft2yearsbacktheyforcedthemselves

intomylove,theytreatedmejustliketheirKid,the

lovetheyhaveforme.ItfeelslikeIhaveanother

motherandfathertheyarejustblessingsindisguise.

Azole:OkaywhatdoesSummaCum Laude?

Yothando:Iwanttoknow too,Iheardwhenthey

werecallingNahikoandpeoplescreamedwhatdidit

mean?

Me:Summacum laudeisanhonorarytitleusedby

educationalinstitutionstosignifyadegreethatwas



earned"withhighestdistinction."

Azole:Thatmeans you passed with the highest

Distinction?

Me:What'smyName?

Yothando:So itmeans you passed yourClinical

Mental Psychology Degree with the Highest

Distinction?

Mamkhize:You'vesaiditall.

It'smyGraduationDayandI'm thehappiestWoman

on earth I'm so proud ofmyself,I've made my

dreamscometrue!.

Mom:Ihaveapresenttoo.

Me:Okayguys,y'allwantmedead with a heart

attack,I'm aGraduate.I'vejustgraduatedIdon't

wannadie.

Mom:MeandyourFatherPhiwehavethisforyou!.

Shehandsmeandenvelope,DaddyPhiweismy

mother'shusband.OneofthemosthonestMenout

there,he'sa Pastorand a Doctortoo.Theyare

stayinginMontclairwiththekids,Yothandohave



beenrentingaflatwhereGigiStays,Azolejoinedus

too.It'sasafecomplex,now we'reinMontclairfor

ByGraduationpartyandI'm happytobehere.

Iopentheenvelope,twoplaneticketsonetoEastern

CapeandonetotheMaldives!

Tearshavebeendroppingsincetherangeroverand

apartmentinseapoint.

Me:EasternCape?

Mom:Bhelekaziwouldlovetohearyourvoiceagain,

youhavetotellherthatherhardworkofraisingyou

has worked out.You're a graduate with highest

distinction,andyouranked2ndinyourClass.

Ilookedather.

Me:Comehereyoubeautifulwoman.

WeshareaHug,it'sThursdayandmyflightleavesin

3hours.

Me:Ihavetogoandpackmyclothes.

Oyisa:Ohnodearsisteryou'renotpackinganything.

Mlungisi:Meandmywifearegivingyouthis,goand



enjoyyourselfintheMaldives.

Hehandsmeablackcard,Ihughim thenhugOyisa.

Me:Youdidn'thaveto,butthankyou.

Othergiftscome from otherpeople asI've said

daddypisaPastorsopeoplefrom churchcameto

congratulatemeandI'm glad.

BuhleboughtaLouisVuittonHeelthatmatchedwith

abagandDolceandGabbanaDress.It'smyfirst

time owning such clothes,Babusisiwe was not

presenttodaybutshebought2pairsGucciheels

andGivenchyParisSilkDress!

TheMkhizepeopleneh?Idon'thaveasaybutyeah

I'm blessed.

Me:CanIdrivemyowncartotheAirportplease.

Azole:Andweneedaride!.

Me:We?

Azole:YothandoandGigi,doyouthinkyou'llenjoy

Maldiveswithoutus?

Ilaugh,Iwouldn'tmindthough,havingametime,



maybeI'llgetmyselfsomeniceMan.

Me:OfcourseIknewI'llbegoingwithmyskeem!So

hopinside,haveyoupacked?

Azole:packedforthewhy?

Me:oyisa and Mlungisido you hearwhatshe's

saying?It'syourblackcard.

Mlungisi:itwon'thurtmywalletdon'tworryyourself!.

We sayourgoodbyes BabyNamisa (Yothando's

Baby)iswithherGrandparentsmom anddaddyp.

Me:Okayguys,I'llleavemycarattheairportI'llsee

youTuesday!

IhootasIdriveaway, thiswasplannedallmy

importantdocumentswereherewithme.

Me:Thisfeelslikeadream guys,pleasetellmeifI'm

notdreaming.

Yothando:You'renot,you'reourfirstGraduateat

home,andtoourcircleoffriendshipwearesoproud

ofyou.

Me:Thankyou!



Azole:Ican'twaitformyGraduationday!.

She's studying Law atUniversityofthe Western

Cape,UWC.YothandoisdoingherDesigningCourse

atsomePrivatecollegeshe'sdoingprettywell.We

arewaitingforherdesignsandbrands,I'llhelpher

fund herclothing line and herown store she

deservesit.GigiisEngagedtoCaldrin,shewillbe

gettingmarriedsoonandI'm proudofher!She'snow

Mlungisi'sPA.

WearriveattheAirport,Irememberthatfaithfulday,

I'llneverforgetit.I'veremovedmygraduationgown,

I'm leftwithmysilkreddressandGoldheels.I

lookedlikeacelebritytodayandIsuretookalotof

picturesit'soneofthemostimportantmemoriesto

bekeptalive.AndIrememberthepromiseImade

wheniwasherethatIonedayIwillboardaPlane

onedaybeforeIdieandtodayisthatday.Wemake

allthenecessities,we'reonaplanewaitingforitto

takeoff.Inafewminuteswe'reonair,Itakeoutmy

diaryandpen.

23March.



Dreamsaremeanttocometrue.

Deardiary/Zithulele

TodaymarksthedayIgraduated,Iwantedyoutobe

thereforme,betherewithme.Iwantedtoseeyour

proud smile yourbeautifulsmile.Ipassed with

SummaCum Laude,Iknowyouwould'vebeenproud.

Thiswasmeanttobe,ohcongratulationsforyour

engagementIam happyforyou,asyoualwaysifI

am happyIyouarehappytoo,itsameappliestoyou

too,ifyou'rehappyI'm happytoo!Iloveyouforever.

Love-LoveofyourLife.

Iclosethediaryandputitinsidemybag,It'sbeen2

YearssurelyourbreakupfeelslikeYesterday.Many

guyshavetriedbutfailedtobeinarelationship,I'm

stillstuckonmyex.

Whohasmovedonwithhislife,YesZithuleleisnow

engagedwithDineoJones,Instagram famous.She's

anInfluenceractuallyidon'tcareabouther,she's

prettythough.Sherecentlypostedapicturewitha

weddingringonherweddingfingerandcaptioned

"ENGAGED" Idon'tknow,Zithu's Instagram has



picturesofhim onlyandonepictureofmetheone

hetookatthecliffourseconddate,butyoucan'tsee

myfacebecauseIhavemybackonhim.Heposted

itlastyearonmybirthday,henevercaptionit.He

neverpostpicturesofDineobutshehaspicturesof

herand zithu together.They are a couple,an

engagedcouplenow.

WehavelandedsafelyinEasternCape,we'reonour

waytomyhomerightnow.

Wearrived,thehousehavebeenrenovated,it's9pm

atnight..

Iam tiredI'vebeenupsince6am tillnow Ihaven't

sleptsoI'm headingstraighttoBhelekazi'sroom.It's

stillthesameit'sjustdifferent,it'scleanItookher

favouritedressthatshelikeditsomuchandworeit.

Iwokeupveryearly,togotothegraveyard.Herein

EasternCapeyoudon'tgotothegraveyardafter

sunrise,yougowhileit'sstilldark.

Iworeherdress,andmyGraduationgownandmy

Certificateandwhiteliliesherfavourite.

Thegirlswerestillsleeping,iwalkedthelongwayto



the Graveyard.Iwentto hertombstone.It's so

beautiful,perfectforherIputttheLiliesontop.

Me:Mama,Idon'tknowwheretostart,lifehasn'tbe

kindatallbutlookatmenowlookhowstrongyour

granddaughteris.Imetaman,aManthatIloveso

much,somuchthatevenlettinghim howassohard,

he'sstillinmyheartandwillforeverbeinmyheart.I

wantyouto protecthim forme,Makesurehe's

happywithwhoeverheendsupwith.Lookatme

Bhelekazi.(Istandupandturnaroundthensatdown

again).Iam aGraduate,ontopoftheclassranking

2nd.IpassedwithahighestdistinctionSummaCum

Laude,in thathallwhen theycalled myName I

wanted you there screaming myname,ourclan

name.Iknow youwould'vebeenproudofme,but

lifetookyouearlyfrom you.Youweremylifeand

stillmylife,asIam abouttoembarkanewjourney

oflife,asaworkingwomanIdon'twanttochange

whoIam,mycharacterIwanttoremainasthis

humbleNahikothatIam now.ThankyouBhelekazi

foreverythingyou'vedoneforMe,ifyouwerealive

my1stsalarywould'vecametoyou.Butyou'renot



withmeanymore.Iwantyoutokeeponprotecting

me,andblessingme.Iloveyousomuch,keepWell

myBeautifulGrandmother!.

Therainwashesmytears,Istoodupandshieldmy

certificate running back to the house.There's a

bucketofwateratthegate,iquicklywashmyhands

thenmademywaytothehouse.

Thegirlswereeating.

Gigi:Pleasehurryupandeat,andalsochangewe

haveaflighttocatch.

Me:yesma'am.

IeattheBeaconandeggs,Aunt'Nondumisoisstill

sleepingthankGod.

AftereatingIchangeintotheDolceandGabbana

thatBuhleboughtforme,Ineedtoslay.Ihave30

inchweaveonmyheadit'sagiftfrom Gigi,itwasfor

myGraduationandI'm slaying,ilooklikesomerich

kid.MyAunt'sHusbanddroppeditattheAirportit

10am.We'reboardingaplanetoJohannesburgOR

Tambo.



Therainhasstoppedit'ssosunny,Ihavemyshades

onasI'vesaidIlooklikearichkidwithmyrich

friendsthisisadream comingtrue.

WearriveatORTambo11:30am.

OurflighttoMale(Maldives)departs12pm.

We'rewaitingforourflightnumbertobecalled..

Azole:Sothisitguys?

Me:Ican'tbelieveit,itseemslikeadream yho!

Yothando:I'm justGladI'm doingthislifethingwith

y'all.

Gigi:Ican'twaittogetdrunkintheMaldives.

Me:Onthesea,babyI'vejustgoogledtheresort

we'regoingto,it'ssobeautiful.

Azole:EvenifwehadnoplacetostayItwould've

beenfinetome.

Me:AsLongaswe'reintheMaldives.

Azole:LookonmyGraduationwegoingtoDubaimy

loves..



Ourflightwascalledwemadeourwaythroughthe

passagegoingtothePlane,wewereflying1stclass,

ifthisisthedream thenIdon'twanttowakeup!.

After8hours on the plane we landed with no

difficulties,it'salreadylatebedsareneededright

now.Wewalkedoutside,there'sashopthatsells

Bikinis,dresses,t-shirts.

Me:GuysIdon'thaveanythingtowear,Ineedanice

bikiniandsomedressforshoppingtomorrow!

Azole:metoo,solet'sgo

Wewalkedtotheshop,IonlyBoughtaYellowbikini

andawhiteNetDressandbeautifulwhiteslides.I

boughtthem withmyownmoney,Mlungisi'smoney

hasitscoursetomorrow!.

WehaltataxitoHURAWALHIISLANDRESORT.We

couldn'tstopadmiringtheplace,abookinginmy

NamewasconfirmedIfeellikeI'm somePresident's

daughter.Aguywhoworksthereushersustoour

villa.OhMyGoodnessthisplaceisbeautiful,we

havealounge,kitchenapool,jacuzzi,3rooms.Oh

myGodIcouldseetheseaonthefloor,Ican'twait



togetdrunkandlookatthefloor.Iwillscream my

mother'snameandlaughatitthenextmorning.This

isaweekendofalifetime.

IwokeupinthemorningfeelingonTopoftheworld,

Ilookatthefloorandseedifferenttypesofsea

fishes and animals it's beautiful. Big ups to

whomevercamewiththisideaIloveit.Iwalkinto

thebathroom,it'sforroyaltiesnolieaboutthat.I

takeabath,afterbathingIworethebikiniandthe

dress,IlooklikearichkidagainIdon'tknow ifit's

thisweaveifwhatbutyeah.Iapplyalittlemakeup

thenmademywaytothelounge,theyweretaking

pictures.

Azole:Yeahshe'sawake,NahikopleaseyouriPhone.

Ilaughandhandthem myphone.

Theytakepictures,Itookpicturesyesterdayatthe

airportandhereattheVillaandpostedthem on

Instagram "ASummaCum LaudeGraduate'sGiftis

to take herto Maldives,thank you parents"I

captioned,Ididn'twantpeopletothinkIwastaken



therebyaBlessernoit'stheparents.Aftereatinga

fullbreakfastwewenttoCentroMall.

Itwasbeautifulpeopletakingpictures,peoplelike

me.Instagram willbeshockedaboutmysudden

outburstbutijustcan'thelp.Weboughtclothesnot

inexpensivestores,eventhoughOyisaAgreedinall

ofthisisherhusband'smoneyweareanonfactor,

soweboughtclothesfrom descentshopsandnot

Disignerclothes.

Ispotawinestore.

Me:GuysI'llbebuyingwinethere,you'llfindme

there.

Azole:Wearerightbehindyou.

Itakeatrolleyandabasketrightatthedoor,and

boughtallourfavourites,IsawCabernetSauvignon

wineit'soneofmyfavouritebutitwasontheTop

shelf.Iwastryingtogetit.

"Needsomehelp?"HollyMary!He'shandsome,Dark,

muscularandagainHandsome.

Me:Please2Bottles.



Hegetsthebottlesforme.

Me:Thankyousomuch!.

Him:Areyouhavingaparty?

Ismile.

Me:Ohno,justmeandmyfriendshavingfun.

Him:YoulooklikeablackAmericanareyoufrom

America?

Ilaugh,am ithatbeautiful?

Me:No,I'm from SouthAfrica.

Him:Noways,I'm from theretoo,inDurbanwhat

aboutyou?

PraisetheLord!

Me:CapeTown.

Him:IshouldsellmyhouseandmovetoCapeTown

mos.

Ilaugh.

Me:Andwhywouldyoudothat?

Him:Ifthistypeofbeautyexiststherewhynot



residethere?

Ismile.

Him:Ididn'tevenwanttoattendthismeeting,but

I'm gladIcamehereandattendedthemeetingImet

suchabeautifulLady.SorryIdidn'teventellyoumy

name.I'm NkosinayeZulu.

Me:Nicename,I'm NahikoMsomi.

Nkosinaye:WhatBeautifulunusualname.

Me:Thankyou

Nkosinaye:Soyou'reXhosa?

Me:YesIam,Iguessyou'reaZuluman?

Helaughs.

Nkosinaye:No I'm halfZuluand HalfXhosa.My

motherisaXhosawomanandmyFatherisaZulu

man.

"Nahikowhereareyou?"

They come to the aisle I'm standing at with

Nkosinayeinfrontofme.



Me:Uhm NkosinayemeetmyfriendsAzoleandGigi,

thenMySisterYothando.AndGirlsthisisNkosinaye.

Theygreetback,withmischievoussmilesonthem.

Nkosinaye:it'sapleasuretomeetyouladies..

Azole:Youcanfinishyourconversationwhilewego

andpayforthese.Theytakethetrolleyawayfrom

me.

Me:IguessIhavetoleavenow,itwasnicemeeting

you.

Nkosinaye:Idon'twanttobelikeapushoveror

somethingcanihavedinnerwithyou?Itwillbeme

andmyFriendswhoaremybusinessassociates.

Me:Andendupinsomeforeigncountrybeingasex

workeroraslave!Nothankyou.

Helaughs,hislaughremindsmeofZithulele'slaugh.

Okaywhyam Ithinkingabouthim.

Nkosinaye:Iwould neverdo that,okayyou pick

anyplaceI'llcomealone.

Me:That'ssoundslikeaplan.



Nkosinaye:sowhereareyoustaying?

Me:Hurawalhiislandresort.

Nkosinaye:Meandmyfriendstoo,canIgetyour

numbersothatIcancallyou?

Me:Howaboutyougivemeyours?

Nkosinaye:that'sfinebyme,butpleasegivemea

callI'llbewaitingforyourcall.

Me:AlrightIwill.

Ihandhim myphone,hetypeshisnumberandI

savehisnumber.

Me:Okayseeyoubye.

Nkosinaye:Bye!

Imademywayout.

"Aaaaaannnd?"Theyallask.Ilaugh.

Me:it'sjustaguywhohelpedmegetawinethat

happenstobefrom southAfricathat'sall.

Yothando:He'shandsomethough.

Azole:Andheseemsrich,youhaveathingforsuch



guys,theyallcometoyou!

Gigi:Pleasedon'tevenmentionZithulelefrom this

one,trytomoveon.

Ilaughatherstatement,thesepast2yearsevery

guyIgoonadatewith,Iwouldtellthem about

Zithuleletilltheend.

"You'restillinlovewithyourex"

"Whydidyoubreakupwithhim whenyoustilllove

him?"

"Youstillintohim,justletyourprideandegoaside

andgobacktohim"

ThoseguyswouldadvicemeafterItalkedaboutmy

relationshipwithZithulele.Iam sorryladiesbutI

couldn'thelp.I'm movingonnow,zithumovedona

longtimeagohe'sevenengaged..

Me:Who'sZithuleleagain?

Azole:Youknowhim verywell.

Gigi:TheManyouhavehispicturesandyourson

yourwall.That'sZithulele.



Welaughed,theyarecrazy.

Me:WellI'm tryingtoforgethim,buythoseframes

willremainthere,sorrymyLoves!.

Thisisgoingtobeaveryinterestingweekend,I'm

lookingforwardtoit.

Iam atmyhappiestrightnow.

.

.

30+comments,pleaseshare,mentionyourfriends

andLike.

Thankyou

THIRTYONE

DINEOJONES

Iparkrightnexttohiscar,Imakemywayinsidehe's

notevenaround!.

Me:Babe,Babe!Bulumnko!



Ishoutstillnoresponsewherethehellishe?Iwalk

upstairstohisroom he'snothere,Ichecktheother

room stillhe'snothere.AsI'm abouttogoback

downstairs,wait.IwalkbackeversinceI'vestarted

datinghim,I'veneverseenthisroom opened,Iwalk

slowlygoingstraighttothedoor.

Me:Babe,Honey!Bulumnko!

He'snothereIpeepin,somanypicturesofher.

Who'sshe?Therearepicturesofthem,smilingI've

neverseenBulumnkosmilebuthe'ssmilinghere,I

takeoutmyphonethentakepicturesofher.Ineed

tofindwhosheis.Iputmyphonebackandlookat

heragainshe'sprettynolies,IloveherAfro.She's

suchabeautifulwomanbutwhatisherstorywith

BulumnkoIwanttoknow,Picturesofhersleeping,

herwearingwhatseemslikeBulumnko'sClothes.

Theyarebothhappy,BulumnkoisneverThishappy

withmeoranyoneelse.

"Ufunanila?"[Whatareyoudoinghere?]

Iquicklyturn,helooksAngry.

Me:HeyBabe,Iwaslookingatyou.



Bulumnko:couldn'tyouwaitformedownstairsorin

myroom?

He's carrying a big frame of that wearing a

Graduation Gown,she's in between Bulumnko's

Parents.Maybeshe'sBulumnko'ssister.ButIknow

alltheMkhize'swhoistothem?Moreespeciallyto

Bulumnko.

Me:I'm sorry!.

Iwalkawayandmakemywaydownstairs,Ireally

don'twanttomakeBulumnkoAngry,he'slikean

Animalwhenhe'sangry!Hemakeshiswaydown

tooandseatoppositeme.

Bulumnko:Never,imean nevergo in thatroom,

what'sinthereisnonofyourbusiness.Whetherit's

openedorclosekeepyourdistanceawayfrom that

room.

Me:whoisshe?

Bulumnko:Nonofyourbusiness.

Me:ButI'm yourFiancéeBulumnko,Ineedtoknow

everythingwearenotsupposedtobehidingsecrets.



Bulumnko:Youengagedyourself,Ihavenofiancée!

Lockthedooronyourwayout.

Justlikethathetakeshiscarkeysandleaveme

seatinginthishugehouse.Iheaveasigh.

"WereatSandtonMall,waitingforyouhoney"that's

myFriendTshego.

Itakemykeysandlockthehouse,hiscarisnothere

mxxm.Idrive myselfto Sandton Mall.I'm glad

Bulumnkostayaroundhere,innotimeIgotomug

andbeanwheremyfriendsare..

Me:HeyDarlings.

Tshego:MrsMkhizetobe.

Kim:heyboo.

Itakeaseat!

Me:HowareyouGirls.

Tshego:Wegood,notcomplaining.You?

Kim:I'm fabuloushoney,you?

Me:IwishIwas.Herelook.



Ishowthem thepicturesofthatgirl.

Kim:Damnshe'spretty.

Tshego:Yeah,waitisn'tthatBulumnko?

Me:It'shim,butIwanttoknowwhothatgirlis.

Kim:Wehavetofindabouther,whatdoesBulumnko

sayabouther?.

Me:Hetoldmeit'snonofmybusiness,todayhe

wasgoingtoputanotherpictureofthatgirlwithhis

parents,shewaswearingaGraduationGown.

Tshego:ThatmeansshejustGraduated.Howabout

we go to my place and Google aboutrecent

graduates.

Me:That'ssoundslikeaplan..

Idrivethem toTshego'sApartment.Shetakesher

laptopandGoogle.She'sthebrainyofthegroup,

Kim andIArejustSocialites.Influencersthat'sallwe

know.

Tshego:NahikoMsomiHonouredasa2ndRanking

StudentwithSummaCum LaudeinClinicalMental

Psychologystudies.



Me:Isthather?

Tshego:Ithinkit'sher,shematchesthepicturesyou

showedus.Damnshe'sClever,Toobtainsuchhigh

DistinctioninpsychologyyhooIwouldnever.

Me:Searchheronsocialmediaplatforms.

Tshego:she'sonlyonInstagram as@nahiko_M.

Iquickly search heron Instagram she has 45k

Followers,andI'm on200kFollowers.She'sfrom

CapeTownthat'swhereBulumnkowasStaying.

OhMyGoodnessshe'sinMaldives,shelooksso

beautiful.HerparentstookhertotheMaldivesthey

mustberich.

Iquicklyfollowher..

"Hey Nahiko,can Ihave yournumbers there's

somethingweneedtotalkaboutandIcan'twaitit's

Argent.Love-DineoJones!."Ipresssend.I'vejust

sentheramessage.

Me:GuysIsentamessagetoheraskingforher

numbersweneedtotalk.

Kim:Whatifshe'sBulumnko'sGirlfriend.



Me:I'm thefiancée.

Tshego:Whatifshe'sthewife?

Me:Whatifshe'sasister?OrasisterInLawmaybe.

Youdon'thavethisbenegative.

Tshego:WeareyourBestfriendsDineowe'rejust

checking atthe possibilities.Did you see how

Bulumnkowassmilinginthosepictures?

Me:HayIdon'tknow,and this girlis noteven

responding.

Myphonesbeeps."@nahiko_M -surehere061***

****"

"Thanks"Ireply..

Me:Shesenthernumberlet'scallher.

Tshego:Putheronspeaker.

Icallthenumbershegaveme!Itringsforsometime

untilsheanswers.

Her:Nahikohello.

Me:HeyNahikoit'sDineoJones.



Nahiko:okay,HowcanIhelpyouDineo?

Me:DoyouknowBulumnkoMkhize?

Nahiko:Whodoesn't!

TherearelaughsatherbackgroundandI'm starting

tobepissed.

Me:Whatareyoutohim?

Nahiko:Pardon?

Me:I'm askingWhatareyoutohim?

Nahiko:Nothing.

Kim:Bitchtellthetruth.

Tshego:NoKim,that'snothowtotalk

Kim:Butshe'slyingT.

Tshego:Howdoyouknowthat?

Shekeepsquiet.

Me:Nahikoareyoustillthere?

Nahiko:Yeah.Whatdoyouknowaboutme?Whyare

youharassingme?



Me:I'm sosorry,thethingisthatIsaw picturesof

youathishouseandIgoogledaboutyoutillIfound

you.

Nahiko:MaybeHe'scrushingonmeIdon'tknow,

lookIhaveaboyfriendandhappywithhim.Withall

duerespectpleasestopcallingmeIhavenothing

pleaseaskBulumnkonotme,he'stheonewhohas

mypicturesthanks.

Withthatsaidshedropsthecall.

Kim:Sheknowssomething!

Me:I'm withyouonthat,I'llstopfornow.Whenshe

gettocapetownI'lltakeBulumnkotoCapeTown.I

willknowthetruth.

Tshego:PleasebecarefulIdon'twantyoutoget

hurtintheprocess.

Me:I'm aBigGirlT.Butthanksforfindingherforme!

Tshego:AnythingforyouD.

Ismileather,thisGirlbetterbetellingthetruth

otherwise.Idon'tknow whatIwilldotoher,Ifeel

verysorryforher!



_________

NAHIKO

Azole:SoZithulelehaspicturesofyouathishouse?

Me:Seemslikethat!

Yothando:Thisgirlishigh,shehasinsecuritiesandI

don'tknowwhybecauseshehasaringonherfinger.

Gigi:Theringcanbethere,butDoesZithulelewant

her?

Me:Thisisallconfusing,somethinginmewantsto

callhim andaskhim aboutthis!

Azole:YouZithulelehe'stooshady.He'lltellyouthat

thepicturesofhim andyouarethepictureshehave!

Yothando:Butwhatthisgirldid,itsnotgoodatall.

Sheshouldapologizetousallthewomenoutthere.

Me:Sheshould'veaskedZithulelenotme,forherto

Googlemelikethisissoquestioning.



Azole:Yeah,let'sforgetaboutZithulele.Theguyyou

weretalkingto?Youweregoingoutwithhim.

Me:IsaidI'llcallhim.

Yothando:Thenwhatareyouwaitingfor?

Ilaughatthem asIcallNkosinaye.

Nkosinaye:NkosinayeZuluhello!

Me:HiNkosinayeit'smeNahiko.

Nkosinaye:That'swonderful,Ithoughtyouwerenot

callinganymore.

Me:Ihadtodosomething,areyoustillkeenon

Takingmeoutfordinner?

Nkosinaye:PickthetimeandaplaceI'llbethere.

Me:HowabouttheResort'sRestaurantinanhour?

Nkosinaye:You'llfindmetherebeautiful.

Me:Alrightseeyou!

Idropthecall.

Azole:Soyou'reindeedgoingout?

Me:Yes,andIfeelgoodaboutthisDinner.



Yothando:Itwillbegood ifyoudon'ttalkabout

Zithulele.

Me:Trustme,notthisonetime.It'shightimeImove

onwithmylifetoo,I'vebeenonholdforfartoolong

now.It'shightimeIbehappyandbeinarelationship.

Azole:That's a greatthing,you see now you're

talkinglet'sgetyouready.

Gigi:HowaboutyouwearthatSilkdressandthose

goldslides.

Me:ThatwaswhatIwasthinking.

Yothando:Thenwhatareyouwaitingforgetready.

Itakeabottleofwinewithme.

Itookashowertheworethedress.Ionlydidalittle

makeupwhiledrinkingmywine.afteranhourmy

Bottlewasfinished.Iwastipsyinaveryniceway.

Itookmybag.

Me:Ladiesletmeloveandleaveyou.

Azole:Youlooklikebonang.

Me:ThanksDarling.



IwentoutgoingtotheResortsRestaurant.

Iwalkinsidetherestaurant,Ispottedhim atafar

corner,Iwalkthewalklikearichkid.

Me:Hey.

Nkosinaye:Youlookbeautiful.

Heopenedthechairforme.

Me:Thankyou.

Hesitsdown,he'slookinghandsometoobutIwon't

tellhim.

Nkosinaye:Drink?

Me:Wineplease!

Heraisehishandtocallinthewaiter.Thewaiter

bringsourdrinks.

Nkosinaye:So Nahiko,whatbrings you here in

Maldives?

Me:It'saBlessersupportedtrip.

Isaydrinkingmywine,hechokesonhisbeer.

Nkosinaye:YourBlesser.



Me:Yes,he'sjustaBlessernothingmuch,hegives

mewhatIwantandIgivewhathewantthat'sall..

I'm eyeinghim,Icanseehe'suncomfortable.

Nkosinaye:Didn'tknow.

Me:I'm joking,youshould'veseenyourface.

Nkosinaye:Yhoneverplaylikethat,IfeltasifIwas

loosing.

Me:I'm sorry,Uhm toansweryourquestionIcame

herebecauseitwasagiftfrom myParents.I'vejust

Graduated,soit'sacongratulationsgift.

Nkosinaye:Soiam seatingwithanentireGraduate?

Butwe've graduated butnevereven take outof

Durban..

Ilaughed.

Me:Maybeyoudidn'tPasswithSummaCum Laude.

Nkosinaye:Youlie

Me:WhywouldIlie?

Nkosinaye:wow,congratulations!



Me:Andwhatbringsyouhere?

Nkosinaye:Irun a family Oiland Construction

Business.So iam hereforbusiness,with some

Asians.

Me:Ohthat'sgreatsohowoldareyou?

Nkosinaye:I'm 29 years old and Ihave a very

beautifulbabygirlshe's4yearsold.Whataboutyou?

Me:I'm 25Yearsold,nochild.

Nkosinaye:NoMan?

Heaskeyeingme.

Me:NoMan!.NoGirlfriend?

Nkosinaye:Nogirlfriend,onlymydaughter'smother

whoisamarriedwoman.

Me:Ohthat'sNice.

Wewerenow eating,Iwasenjoyingthedinnerhe's

quiteaninterestingguytobewith.

Nkosinaye:Sowhywouldaverybeautifulwoman

likeyouwouldbesingle?



Me:IhadaverymessyBreakup2yearsbackso

these2yearswereformetoredeem myselfand

focus on my degree and Idid justthatand I

flourished..

Itfeltgoodtalkingaboutmypastwithoutthinking

aboutZithulele,butImisshim.

Nkosinaye:That'sgreat,you'resuchaphenomenon

woman.Soyoumanagedtomoveonfrom yourex?

Me:Notentirely,Ihaven'tbeen on a serious

relationship where Ithink Iwould be able to

overpassthepastrelationshipwithmyex.

Nkosinaye:ShouldyoufindtherightguytoLoveyou

morethanhelovedyou,willyougivehim achance?

Me:YesIwould,allIwanttodoistomoveon.Iwant

tobewithaguywithoutcomparinghim withmyex

orsomething.Iwanttolovehim forbeinghim but

notbeinglikemyEx.

Nkosinaye:OhyeahIhear,whyareyousostuckon

him?

Me:Hewasmyfirstlove!.



You see, I'm not the one that initiate the

conversation aboutZithulelebuttheyalwaysask

anditendswithmebeingsoemotionalandthink

abouthim..

Nkosinaye:OhIseethat'swhy,it'snevereasyto

gettingoverthefirstlovesIknowtoo.

Me:Yeah,enoughaboutme.Whataboutyou?Your

lastRelationship?

Nkosinaye:Ididn'twanttogetoldandsettleonone

lady,Icheatedonhersoshegotfedupandleftme,

ittookmeherleavingmetonoticethatI'm oldnow

andIcan'tjustplayaround.

Me:ohIsee,soyouthinkyouchanged?

Helaughed.

Nkosinaye:I'm changed,Ijustwantto be In a

seriousrelationship,getmarriesgetkids.I'm old

enoughnow andKwaZulubadingauMakoti.[The

Zulu'sneedadaughterin-law]

Ilaugh.

Me:Oh Isee,letmeguess?Thewifewillbea



housewife?

Nkosinaye:Notmywife,shewilldoeverythingand

anythingshewants.

Me:Isee!

TheNightcametoanend,Idon'twantlieIenjoyed

myselfhe'squiteaveryinterestingGuy,hetalksalot

andhe'ssuchanopenbook.

Rightnow theseabreezeisdoingmesogreat.I

tookpicturesintheRestaurantandNkosinayewas

takingpicturesofme,he'ssuchaDarling.

Nkosinaye:itwas nice spending time with you,

you'resuchabreathofthisseabreeze.I'm gladthat

youcalledandnowIhaveyournumbers!

Me:Yeah,pleasedon'tcallallthedamntime!

Helaughed.

Nkosinaye:trustmeIwon't,I'llgiveyoutimeto

breathIdon'twanttobeblocked.

Me:YeahIwouldblockyourarse!

HelaughedmyphonerangitwasMrMkhizeandI



feltbed.

Me:it'smydad

Me:Baba!

Mkhize:SomydaughtergoestoMaldives,doesn't

callandtellusshehasarrivedsafelywe'reseeingon

Instagram andWhatsAppthatyou'restillalive.

Ilaughathim.

Me:ButBabaIgottooexcited.

Wetalked forsometimeand Ialso talked with

Mamkhizetoo.

Nkosinaye:You have a strong bond with your

parents..

Ifheknew.

Me:Yeah,theyaregreatparents.Lookitwasagreat

TimebeingwithyouIhavetoleavenow,Ifeellike

I'm drunkrightnowIjustneedmygoodsleep.

Nkosinaye:Okaygoodbyebeautiful.

Wehugged,andhekissedmeonmyforehead.



Iwalktomyvilla,wewentourseparatesway!

.

.

SorryIdidn'tpostearlierI'm notfeelingwell,ittook

mesometimetoevenwritethisinsert.
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THIRTYTWO

TheBaby'sscreamsandcriesfrom thebabymonitor

wakes me from my deep slumber.Iwake my

husband.

Me:Baby!Baby!

He'snotwakingup.Itakethewaterontopofmy

headboardandthrewitallonhim.

"Whatthehell!?"

Me:Thebabyiscrying.

Icheckthetimeit's07:30am.I'm surehe'sbeen



cryingforfartoolong.Heusuallywakesuparound

6am.

Istoodupwhichwasamissionforme,I'm 9months

pregnantand I'm carrying triplets.Itakeaquick

showerandIworemypeachmaternitydress.Ilook

likeanElephantthewayI'm sohuge.

Itaketheliftdownstairs,meandThestairsarenot

friendsfornow.

Me:You'relateMartha!

Iscream ather,I'm tickingtimebomb!.

Martha:I'm sorrymadam thebusesarestrikingsoI

tookatrain.

Me:It'sseemsyou'resousedtomebeingniceto

youyou'regoingtogetfiredtrustme!.

Martha:I'm sorrymadam itwon'thappen.

"MarthapleasetakeJunior,youknow yourmadam

hasbeenadragonladythesedays!"

Me:SoI'm thedragonLady?

Hubby:Nomylovenotyou!



"Mama!"Juniorisscreamingforme.

Me:Notnowjunior!

Iwalktothekitchen,theyarefrustratingmeandI'm

sohungry.

Ipainshootrightdownmyabdomen,mywaterjust

broke!

Me:Babyyyyyy!marthaaa!

Ishout,theycomerunningMarthahasJunioronher

arms.

Me:Babymywaterjustbroke!.

HerushesupstairsI'm surehewenttotakethecar

keysandtheBaby'sbag.

Me:MarthacanIpleasehavethelemonwater.

ShehandsmywaterImakemywayoutside,where

isthisidioticHusbandofmine.

Hecomesrunning.

Hubby:Getinsidebaby.

Iseatattheback,hedrivesofftonetcare.



I'm screamingandshoutingathim allthewaytothe

hospital.

HecupsmebridalstyleandruninsidetheHospital.

I'm screamingandpantingI'm insomuch.Idon't

knowhowImanagedtogivebirthinto3Bigheads.

I'm sotired,myeyesclosed.

"Hubby"that'smyhusbandsmilinglikeanidiot.

Me:Babies.

Hubby:Theyarehere!ThankyouSthandwaSam.

Hekissesme.

Mymother,MamkhizeandBhelekaziarecarryingthe

triplets.Ismilelookingatthem.

Bhelekazi:it'sTwoboysplusagirl.

Hubby:Wenowhave3boysandaprincessbaby!

Me:Asifjuniorwasnotenough.

Theylaughatme,Bhelekazigavemeababy.

Bhelekazi:thisisSibusiso.

Me:SibusisoIlovethename.



Shedisappears.

"Bhelekazi,Bhelekazi,Bhelekazi!"Ishoutather

whereisshe,whereismygrandmother?

IfeelsomeoneshakingmeIquicklywakeup.Was

thisalladream?

Yothando:Youalright?You'resweating.

Me:it'sjustadream I'llbefine

Azole:Ohhokay,we'vejustlanded.

Me:Alrightlet'sleave.

ItookofftheseatbeltIstillfeelfunny.Thisdream?

Itookmybag,wewentinsideandwaitedforour

suitcases,wetookoursuitcases,allIrememberis

cryingmywaytotheAirportIdidn'twanttoleavethe

MaldivesIhadfunnolie,andthatplaceisbeautiful.

MyRangeRoverisrightinfrontofme,Istillcan't

believeIownthiscar..

WedrivehomeinMontclairjusttoseetheparents

sothatwecanseetheparentsandThankthem

again.



Iparkinside,wemadeourinsidetheFamilyiseating

Lunch.Baby Namisa playing with hertoys,she

jumpsupwhensheseeshermothershe'sjustcutie.

Me:Afternoonfamily.

Mother:Sotheyareback!

Me:Byfirebyforce.

Wetakeaseat!

Mother:letmebringmorefood.

Shecomesbackwithfood.

Sikelelwa:Sosishowwasyourtrip?

Me:Itwasgood!.AndDaddyThankyousomuch,

thetripwasoneofalifetime.Thankyouformaking

mygraduationgiftanhonour,mayGodblessyou

more!Thankyou.

Daddy:Iwasjustdoingmyjobasafather,andYou,

YothandoandTwinsaremychildrenandIjustdid

whatanyproudfatherwoulddoforhischildren.

Me:Thankyou.

Istoodupandwenttohughim..



Azole:Areyousureit'snotourOfferingandTithes.

Yothando:whatdoyouknow aboutatithe?10%of

yourBursarymoneygoestowine!

Welaughather.

Daddy:NotatallAzole,Idon'tevenknowhowmuch

moneythechurch have.Treasurerofthechurch

knowsthemoney,I'm justapastor.I'm adoctorby

professionsoTakingyoutotheMaldiveswasawalk

inthepark,I'vebeensavingsinceIhadnochildren.

NowthatIhavechildrenI'llspoilthem rotten.

Me:Tellherdaddy!

Mother:YoujustLoveMoneywenaNahiko!

Wealllaugh,DaddyPcan'thavechildrenthat'swhy

henevergotmarriedbuthefellinlovewithmy

mother,it'sbeenyearsbutmommydearestnever

toldus.Shetolduslastyearasheproposedtoher.

Soweadjusted.

AfteradeliciouslunchwiththerentsIdroppedThe

girlstotheirboyfriends.Yeahneh,itfeelssoweirdI

calledBabusisiwetomeetmeatseapointshe'sthe



onewhoknowsmyapartment.

Iseehercarparkedintotheshoppingcentre,Icalled

her.

Babu:Heylove.

Me:I'm rightbehindyou,youcandrive.

Babu:Okay.

Ihangup.Shestartshercaranddrivesoff,Ifollow

rightbehindhershe'ssuchafastdriver!

She stopped into this beautifulhouse.This is a

penthouseit'ssobeautifulandlooksexpensive.

Me:Thisisallmine?

Babu:YesLove,andthehousehasafurnitureand

weremovedallyourbelongingsfrom yourFlatand

theyareallhere.Thishousehasthreebedrooms

andMainBedroom withit'sownbathroom anda

walk-incloset.Theframesarehere.

"Youmisshim?"

Me:Everydayandeverytime.

Babu:I'm surehedoestoo.



Me:Ihopeso.HisfiancéecalledmewhenIwasin

theMaldives.

Babu:DineoJones?

Me:Yes,Shecalledtoaskwhatam ItoZithulele,

andItoldhertoaskhim.

Babu:WheredidshegetyourNumbers?CozI'm

sureBhutidoesn't.

Me:ShesentmeaDM onInstagram,askingformy

numbersthere'ssomeArgentthing.Ithoughtthere's

somethingwrongwithzithu.

Babu:Ohhsoyoustillcareabouthim?

Me:Iwillalwayscareaboutyourbrother.

Babu:We wentGroceryshopping this Morning I

hopeyou'lllikethefoodwebroughtforyou.

Me:Thankyou!

Babu:Okayloveletmegetbacktowork,Lunchtime

isover.

Me:Alrightletmewalkyouout.

Iwalkedherout.



Me:Byelove!

Babu:ByeDarling.

Shedrivesoff,Imakemywayinside,I'm inlovewith

myhouse.Theinteriorisred,yellow,greyandblack.

Theyjustblendsowell.

Iwalktothefridgethere'swinemyfavourite.

There'saTupperwareinsidewithanote.

"Enjoy"that'swhatwritteninthenote.Iopenthe

Tupperware there's Mac and cheese with bitof

baconontop..Iwarm itupandpouredmyselfa

glassofApplejuice.

Thensatdown,catchinguponmyseries.

This is like how Zithulele used to make,but

Mamkhizemakesitthiswaytoo.Speakingofherlet

megoandseeherandherhusband.

IfirstringCharmaine,Ihopeshe'snotbusywitha

Client.

Charmaine:CongratulationsI'm soproudofyoulove.

Me:Isthathowyougreetyourstuffworkers?



Charmaine:ifthatworkerismybabythenyesand

shemademeproudIcouldn'tbemorehappier.

Me:Thankyousomuchhoney,it'sallyourwork.

Charmaine:Ican'twaitto see yourpretty face

everyday,canyoustartearlier?

Me:I'm stillenjoyingmyfreetimema'am,I'llseeyou

nextweekMonday.Iwasjustcheckingyouup

Charmaine:thankyouforcheckingmeup,andIhave

aclientinthenext5minutes.

Me:Okaylove,letmenotkeepyou.ByeIloveyou.

Charmaine:ByebabyIloveyoumore!

Idropthecallandatemyfood.Idon'tknowwhere

thisappetiteiscomingfrom,cozIateatmymom's

placeandI'm eatingevennow.

IputtheTupperwareback.Itakemycarkey.Ilock

thedoorthendroveoffwhiletheGatecloseditself.

IwasplayingNickiMinaj,theLoveIhaveforthis

lady..She'smyspiritAnimal.I'm singingandrapping

along.



Imakemywayinandparkrightatthedoorway.

Imakemywayinmyfavouritecoupleiskissing

eachother.

Me:EewwGuys,pleasegetaroom!

Isaymakingmyonetothekitchen

"Thisismyhouse"that'sMkhizeshouting.Itake

bottledwater.It'sTuesdayandthere'sNowayI'm

drinkingalcohol.Idrankforthewholeweekend.

Imakemywaytothem,andseatrightinbetween

them.

Me:How'smyfavouritecouple.

Mamkhize:It'sgoodtoseeyou,you'reglowing

Me:I'vemetsomeone.

IsaythinkingofNkosinaye,hemademyweekend

theebest.We'restillfriendsthough.He'scoming

thissideFriday.

Mkhize:AndWho'sthat?

Me:SomeoneBaba,we'restillfriendsthough.



Mamkhize:I'm happyforyoumybaby!

Shehugsme!

Ihearasoundsofheelsclickingfrom thestairs.I

turnmyheadup.It'sDineoJones.Icameonabad

timing.

Mamkhize:Ohhshe'sAwakefinally!

Shesayssarcastically.

Inudgeher,shecan'tdothatonherdaughterin-law.

Shesmilesassheseeme,Idon'tseeaneedto

smile.

Dineo:Hello.

Me:Hi.

Mamkhize:NahikoIwasgoingtomakesomefood,

wanttohelpme?

Me:I'm sorryIcan't,Iwasjustpassingby.Ihavea

meetingwithCharmainesoiwon'tbeableto,but

here'suhm?.

Dineo:Dineo!



Me:Yeah,Dineocanhelpyou!

Mamkhize:Okay,don'tbeastrangernowthatyou've

comeback

Me:Iwon'tbyewoman.

Ihugherandkissheronthecheek.

Me:Byebaba..

Ihughim.

Mkhize:ButIwantedyoutostayfordinner.

Me:Nexttime,IjustcamebackIhavealottodo.

Mkhize:Alright Ndodakaziusuhambe kahle ke.

[Daughteryougowell]

Me:Thankyou,ByeDineo.

Dineo:Byee!

Itookthewaterandmycarkeys,Idon'tknowwhere

isZithulelebutI'm gladhe'snothere.

OkayIsaidthattooearly,thereheis.OhmyGodis

thataBeard?He'ssohandsome,theBeardlooksso

goodonhim.He'snotageingatall.Helookseatable



ifImaysaysomyself.He'swearingblackjeans,

blackT-shirt,blackBikersjacketandmilitaryboots.

He'shotandsexy.

"Earthtoyou"

Me:uhm sorry,Ihavealotonmymind.Youwere

saying?

Zithu:SawubonaBhelekazi[HelloBhelekazi]

OhmyGodisthathisnew voice?Ilovethedeep

baritonehehas

Me:Hey.

Zithu:Howyou'vebeen?

Me:Good,you?

Zithu:Good,Congratulationsonyourdegreeyoudid

well

Me:Thankyousomuch,iguessIwasfocused.

Zithu:Yeah,you look beautifulmore beautiful.

You'vegrown.

Me:Thankyou,andyouLookuhm Better!



Zithu:Betteryousay?

Heasksnoddinghishead,whyishethissexy?Okay

letmeleavehere.

Me:Yeah,lookI'm rushingsomewhereIhavetogo.

Iclutchonthewaterbottkeandwalkawayfrom him.

I'm fidgetingwiththecarkeys,whydoeshehave

this effecton my.FinallyIdrive away,he's still

standingnexttowallleaningonit.

____________

ZITHULELE

She'sstillasInnocentasI'velefther,she'smore

beautifulnow andshe'sagrownwoman.Ilovethe

bodychangesshehave,widehips,thickthighsand

Ass.I'm sureshe'sasize34Now.Shelooksgood.

Imakemywayinsidethehouse.

Mkhize:youjustmissedNahikoshewashere.

Me:Reallywhatwasshedoinghere?

Mkhize:Shecametoseeus,shedidn'tknowyou're



back.ButshesawyourFiancée

Me:Yeah.

Itakeaglassandpourmyselfsomewhiskey.

Me:WhereisMamkhize?

Mkhize:Inthekitchen,CookingwithyourFiancée.

Hewasputtingemphasisontheword'fiancée'

Me:HernameisDineo.

Mkhize:AreyousureaboutherSon?

Me:YesbabaI'm sure!

Dineomadeherwaytome.

Dineo:HeyLove.

ShekissedmeonmyCheek

Me:HeyBabe.

Dineo:Dinnerwouldbereadyinnotime.

Me:BetterbeI'm famished.

Dineo:Yourmotheriscookingdon'tworry.

Shetakesaseatnexttome,she'sdrinkingwine.



AftersometimeMamkhizecalledustojoinherinthe

dinnertable.

Wewentthere.

Mamkhize:Youknow Nahikowashere,youmissed

herandshecouldn'tstayfordinnershehadworkto

do..

Dineo:IsNahikoyourAdoptedDaughter?

Mamkhize:Noshe'smyDaughterin-law.

Dineo:Daughterin-law?She'sMnqobi'sWife?

Whatisthisgirlplayingat?Didn'tshegetenough

informationaboutNahikoandIwhenshecalledher?

Orshewantstohearitfrom me?

Me:Canweeatinpeaceplease?

Dineo:Sorrybabe.

Weatewithnoonesayinganything,Mkhizewas

lookingatmealltime.Tomorrowwe'regoingtomy

house,Idon'tknow whyIbroughtherhereshe's

suchanuisance.

IwasseatedinDad'sStudyroom.Thinkingaboutmy



Nahiko,she'ssuchaprettywoman.MyHeartiswith

herandIcan'tevenmoveonwithouther,wellit

seemsshehasn'tmovedontoo!.

Itakemycarkeysanddrovetoseapoint.Ihaveto

seeher,thankGodIhaveherGate'skeys.Iopenthe

GateIjusthopeshe'saloneandnofriends.

Inockonthedoor,sheopens.Thereisshelooking

sobeautifulinhertiedAfroandT-shirt.

Nahiko:Zithu?Atthistime?

It's11pm.

Me:Icouldn'tsleepcanIcomein?

Nahiko:Yeahcomein.

Itseems as if she was watching Cartoons.I

removedmyjacket.

Nahiko:Whywouldyoucomehereifyoucouldn't

sleep? You should've taken a long drive or

something.

Me:Thatlongdrivebroughtmehere!

Shelooksamused.



Nahiko:Wantanythingtodrink?

Me:Waterplease!

Sheturnsandwalktothekitchen,herbuttocksare

outandshelookssexy!

ShecomesbackwithtwoBottledwatershehands

meone,andoneisforher.

Sheseatsrightnextme,weseatincomfortable

silence.She'slookingatmeandI'm lookingather

searchingmylove.Idon'tknowwhatpulledmeinto

herbutmylipsarebrushingherIlookatherasshe

slowlyclosehereyes.Itakeherlipsintomine,she's

notstoppingmeatall.Herhandsareallovermy

chest.Iholdherassandtookhertome,Istoodup

makingmywayupthestairstoherroom.Without

breakingthekissmyT-shirtisleftonthestaircase

wemakeitintoherroom.ItookofftheT-shirtshe

waswearingherbreathsarelookingstraightatme,

shestillhavesmallbreast.Itookoffmyshoesand

jean,she'smoaningasmyhandstravelinherthighs,

thisrighthereishomemyhappyplace.Imademy

wayinherhoneypotDamnshe'stight..Ithrustdeep



inherandhertoescurlup.She'smoaning,Ithrust

deepandpoundfast.Itakemyhandsintoherand

theyintertwine.Hermoansareloudandtheyfuelme.

"Ohhzithu,Harder!"Shescreamsyourwishismy

commandma'am.Igoharderandshecumsforthe

second time.We reach orgasm together.She's

breathingheavily.Soam i.Iputherontopofme,

she'sheavy.ShekissesmeagainandMkhizeis

alreadyup.

Shetakeshim inher,sheswirlsaroundincircles.

She slowlythrustand starts moving slowly,she

increasesherpace,shehasgonewildagain.We

bothreachorgasmsatthesametime,sherestsher

headmychest.Shehasfallenasleep.

Iwokeupshestillsleeping,shesleptwithMkhize

insidehersoImoveinslowly,shemoansinher

sleep.Iholdherhipsandshemovesupanddown.

AfterthemorningGloryshestoodup..

Nahiko:PleaseLeaveZithulele,whenIcomeoutof

thisbathroom youbetternotbehere!.

Shewalksintoherbathroom,Ifeelused.Ifeellikea



onestand.IchuckleasItakemybriefson.Iwearmy

jeansIfoundmyT-shirtatthestaircaseIworeit.I

tookmyjacketandcarkeysfrom thecoffeetable

thedroveoffgoingtotheMkhizeMansionI'm not

readyforDineo's1000Questions.Ohhelpmelord,I

heaveasigh!

.

.

30+comments.PleaseShare,Mention/Inviteyour

friendsandlike.

THIRTYTHREE

"AreyoualwaysthisBeautiful?"

Ismileathim.

Me:ALadyhastobealwaysbeautiful.

Hesmiled,andihuggedhim.

Me:Ican'tbelieveyoureallyarehere!

Nkosinaye:IAlwayskeepmypromises.



Me:Yousurelydo.

It'sFridaytodayThankGodNkosinayeishereas

promisedwewillbeeatingDinnerthengotothe

clubstraightafterdinner.

Nkosinaye:ThiswastheSlowestWeekI'veeverhad.

Me:There'snosuchasthat,youjustwantedtosee

me.

Nkosinaye:Okayyeah,that'struebutwasIwrong?

Me:Noyouwerenotwrongatall.

Nkosinaye:AndYouLookbreathtaking,ILovethe

LookandtheHair.

Iappliedafulldollmakeup,andworemyWhiteBob

wig.Ilookshellafine,withmyolivegreensilkdress

and Luis Vuitton Heels.Iwentallout,this our

second dayand Icouldn'tslayatthe island in

MaldivesbuthereIcandarlings.

Me:Wellthankyou.

Nkosinaye:Iwon'tlietoyouNahikoIlikeyou,Iwant

tobewithyou.Iwanttotrythisthingcalledlovewith

youandseewhereitwilltakeus.IfitworksI'llmarry



youandyoubaremechildrenandwewilllivehappily.

Me:Idon'tknow Nkosinaye,thethingsisI'venever

beenwiththeothermanexceptformyex.Butwe

cantryandseewherethiswilltakeus.

Nkosinaye:IpromiseyouIwon'tmakeyoudothings

thatyouwon'tlike.

Me:Thankyou,andcanwetakeitslow?

Nkosinaye:AlrightIdon'tmindthatbutcanIkiss

you?I'vebeenwantingtothedayImetyou.

Me:Wellyeahwhynot.

Hestoodupandkissedme,he'sagoodkisser.He

stopped,andlookedatme.

Nkosinaye:IthinkI'vefoundmyObsession.

Ilaughed.

Me:Don'tgetusedtoit.

Nkosinaye:butI'm alreadyaddicted,Ifwewerenot

inthisRestaurantIwouldn'thavestopped.

Me:NexttimeHeyy.



Nkosinaye:So we willbe in a long distance

relationship?

Me:youtalkedaboutmovingthisside,ornomore?

Hesmiled.

Nkosinaye:How aboutyou move to Durban,my

businessesarethere.Achangeofscenerywilldo

yougood.

Me:I'vejustgraduated,andgotajobIcan'tjust

wake up leave!And fora Relationship thatjust

started.

Nkosinaye:Ihearyoubeautiful,soyeahthat'sfineby

me.Idon'tmindflyingthissideeverytimeImissyou

andwanttobewithyou.

Me:Thatsoundslikeaplan,andwhenI'm notbusy

onweekendsIcanflyandbetheretoo.

Nkosinaye:I'm justGladyouagreedtobemine.

"Comrade?" I take a look it's Nicholas. Y'all

remembertheWhiteguythatisBlack?WhenIwas

campaigning for my project of Gender based

violencehewasworkingsidebysidewithme,he



helpedmealotandI'm gladhekeptonfollowingme.

Me:Nicholaslookatyousogrown,Ievensaw you

onTV.

He'sabigpoliticiannow.

Nicholas:Andlookatyou,flourishing.Youmaking

headlinesandyou'reatopicofUCT,congratulations.

Me:ThankyouNicholas.

Nicholas:Okayletme Notruin a boyfriend and

GirlfrienddatecanIgetyournumberssothatwe

cancatchup?

Me:Sure..

Iwrotedownmynumberonpaperthengavehim.

Nicholas:Thankyou,I'llcall.

Me:Alright.

Heleft..

Me:I'm sosorryaboutthat,that'smyfriendfrom

Varsity.

Nkosinaye:Noit'sfineIunderstand.



Me:Ihopeyouwon'tmindgoingtoaclubtomy

Friends,anddon'tworrytheirboyfriendswillbethere.

Nkosinaye:That'salright,I'llhavetoseewhatthey

meanaboutCapeTownFun.

Me:Pleasedon'tgettoodrunk.

He laughed,Nkosinaye is so carefree Ilike that

abouthim,he'snotseriousabouteverything.

Nkosinaye:Don'tworryIcanhandlemyAlcoholjust

likeaMan.

Me:that'sgreatletmejusttextmyfriendandsee

wheretheyareatthemoment.

Nkosinaye:AlrightI'llbemakingacalltomymother

checkingonmyPrincess.

IevenforgotI'm astepmotherimagine.

ItextAzole.

'Me:Babeswherey'allat?'

'Azole:ClubIris,donewithyourdate?'

'Me:ClubIrisAzole?Outofalltheclubs?'



'Azole:Chumaniownstheclub,hehastobehere.'

'Me:WhatifZithuisthere?'

'AreyouhidingNkosinayefrom Zithulele?'

'Me:Whatno!Zithuleleisengaged,hemovedonso

doI'

'Azole:Thenyouhavenothingtoworryabout'

'Me:Okaywewillbethereinanhourorso'

Ipress send.Theydon'tknow thatIsleptwith

ZithuleleonTuesdayNight,andIactuallydon'tfeel

badIlovedeachandeverything.Buthecan'tstop

mylifewhilehe'smovingon.Nkosinayemakeshis

way!

Me:IsyourGirlalright?

Nkosinaye:Yeah,she'ssleepingnow.

Me:Ohh,youloveherneh.

Nkosinaye:Alotshe'smylife.

Me:That'scute.

Hesmiles.



Me:Uhm myfriendsareintown,let'sgoandmeet

them there.

Nkosinaye:Alright.

HecallsthewaiterandsettledtheBill.Hetookmy

Handaswewalkedout,konjewe'reacouple.

Wewalkedintomycar.

Nkosinaye:Thisisyourcar?

Me:Yes,doyouhaveaproblem?

Nkosinaye:No,notall.Ilovethecar.

Me:Wellthankyou.Getinsidesothatwecanleave!.

Ihaven'ttouchedanyalcoholandI'm gladcozI'm

planningongettingdrunk.Ihaveaboyfriendwho

willdrivemehome!

The drive is fun,Nkosinaye is also a fan of

Amapianosonoworries.Iwouldbelisteningtojazz

ifIwas driving with Zithulele,okay why am i

speakingabouthim?

Wearriveinlongstreet,I'm havingdifficultieswith

findingaparkingspacebutImanagedto finda



placethankGod,Iwasalreadyloosingmymind.I

takethebagandclimbedoff,Nkosinayeclimbedoff

too.Ilockedthecar.

Me:Therewillbealotofgirlsinsidethere,beautiful

verybeautifulyoulookatthem you'redeadarewe

clear?

HelaughsatmeasifI'veI'm joking.

Me:I'm serious.

Nkosinaye:Lookbaby,you'rebeautifulverybeautiful

there'snoonewho'sasbeautifulasyouaresothose

ladiesmustfuckthemselvescozIhaveyoubymy

side.

Ismileandgivehim akiss.

Me:Thatsoundsbetter.

Nkosinaye:You'resomethingelseyouknow..

Ilaughathim,ashetakesmyhandintohis.Istill

can'tgetoverthisclub,Chumanioutdidhimselfhere.

Nkosinaye:ThisClub isso Beautiful,chilled and

Elegant.



Me:Thevibeissomethingelse.

WemakeourwayintotheVIP sectionwheremy

friends are.Oh Holy Mary and Joseph whatis

ZithuleleandHisslayQueendoinghere?

Imakemywaytothem withasmileonmyface.I

hugmyfriends,IleavetheSlayQueenaloneshe's

notmyfriend.

Me:Heyguys.

Everyone:Hey,hi.

Me:Uhm Nkosiyou'vemetmyfriendsmos?

Henodswhilegreetingmygirls.

Me:Uhm so this is Caldrin GigiFiancé,Lwando

Yothando's boyfriend,ChumaniAzole's Boyfriend

and ThisZithulele orBulumnko you choose he's

Chumani'sfriendandthatoverthereishisFiancée

Dineo!.AndeveryonemeetmyBoyfriendNkosinaye!.

HegreetseveryoneandZithuleleisnotpleasedatall

andIjustdon'tcareanddon'tevengiveafuckhe

hasafiancée.Ineedadrinkthisisgoingtobea

longnight!.Itakeafew shotsIneedthem,Ipour



wineonmyglassthenchilledback.

Chumani:SoNkosinathiWhatareyoudoingfora

living?

Hee!I'm beingtempted,IshootalookatAzoleshe

shrugshershoulders.Chumaniissupporting her

friend?

Nkosinaye: It's Nkosinaye, I own a Oil and

ConstructionCompanyandAuditingCompany.

Chumani:mhh.

Zithulele:WheredidyoumeetNahiko.

Amen!

Nkosinaye:IntheMaldives,Imetherthere.

Zithulele:Soyou'vebeendatingfor5or6days?

Me:that'snonofyourbusiness.

Chumani:He'sjustasking.

Me:Stillit's non ofhis business!.When did he

engagehisSlayQueen?

Silence!



Me:That'sit,leavemymanAlone!

Igulpdownthewholecontent.Ineedmoreshots.

Nkosinaye:Youalrightbabe?

Me:YesI'm okay.

Ismile.

Azole:ButNahiko'squestionIsrightthough,Diny

diny Overthere posts everything butneverthe

engagementZithuonhisknee!

Dineo:Myrelationshipisprivate!

Gigi:Ohreally?

Dineo:yesdoyouhaveaproblem?

Gigi:Notatall.

Silence!.

"Nickiminaj-Megatron"playandIwanttodanceto

bad.ItakeNkosinaye'shand wegoing to dance

togetherhellI'm goingtotwerkforme,That'smy

Girl'ssongplayingthere.

IdancewithNkosinaye,I'm twerkinghe'sgettinga



BonnerandiStopIdon'twanthim tobedamaged

thenightisstillyoung.

Itakeaseatanddrinkmywine,I'm avoidingeye

contactwithZithuleleIdon'twanttolookathim.

IgulpdowntheWineglass,myfriendsareallover

theirMans.Ithoughtthiswasagirlsnightout,and

wewillleavetheguysalone.

Itakemyselftothebathroom,Idomybusiness,I'm

lookingatmyfaceinthemirrorIfeelalittlebitTipsy

Ineedtogetdrunk.Ifeelcoldhandsonmywaist,I

lookupit'sZithulele

Me:Whatareyoudoinghere?

Zithulele:Youlookbeautifultoday!.

Me:Thankyou,sodoesyourFiancée.

Zithulele:Soyoumovedon?

Thatquestion!Ican'tevenanswerit,soI'lldodgeit.

Me:Youmovedontoo!I'm tryingtomoveonplease

allowme.

Zithulele:Doyouevenknowthisguy?



Ilookathim,he'saManImetatMaldiveswho'sfun

tobearoundwiththat'sall.Ohhehasadaughter

andbusinesses.

Zithulele:Iseelook,I'm lookingoutforyouandI

wantyoutobesafeatalltimes.Icareaboutyou

morethatIevencareaboutmeoranyoneelseout

there.Youmylifeyouknow that,youremember

whenIusetosay'Iloveyounow,andwillloveyou

alwaysandforever?'

Heasks,Inod.Idon'twanttoopenmymouth,Idon't

trustthewordsthatwouldcomeout.

Zithulele:ILoveyouNahiko,Ialwayswill.

Nahiko:ButZithuleleyouareengaged

Zithulele:Ididn'tengage,sheboughttheringand

toldpeoplethatIengagedher.Myfutureiswithyou

nobodybutyou.

Me:Areyousureyounotdrunk?

Zithulele:Haveyoueversawmedrunk?

Me:No.

HekissesmeandIgivemyselftohim,whyam Ithis



weakaroundhim?

Hepullsoutandlookatmesmirking.

Zithulele:I'm sure yourboyfriend us wondering

whereyouat,you'vebeenlonggone!.

Inodandlefthim there,Remindmenottobealone

withZithuleleEveragain..Itakeaseatanddrinkmy

wine.TodayIhavenofriendstheydon'tevennotice

howmuchIneedthem rightnow.

Dineo:Nahikocanwetalk?

Me:Me?

Shenods,Igulpdownthecontentthenrefillmy

glass.

Wemovefarawayfrom theothers.

Dineo:Iknow what'shappeningbetweenyouand

Zithulele.

Me:What'shappening?

Dineo:Youguysarefucking.

Me:That'snottrue.



Dineo:Lookthere'snoneedtohidethetruthbutI

wantyoutostayfarandfarawayfrom Zithulele.You

don'tknowmebabygirltrustme.

Me:Ifidon'tstayawayfrom him thenwhat?

Iasklookingatherintheeye.

Dineo:Thenyou'replayingaverydangerousgame

andyouwillgethurt.Stayawayfrom him beforeyou

getburnt.

Me:ohI'm scared!LookDineoyoudon'tscaremeat

all.ZithuleleisanGrownassofaman.Hewillchose

whathewantsofuckofmylifeandleavemethe

fuckalone!.

Itookmywineglassandwalkawaybutshequickly

grabbedmebymyarm.

Dineo:Youdon'tknow whatyou'restarting,you've

startedthisbutIwillendit.

Me:Istartedthis,andIwillbetheoneendingthis.

Thatfakeengagementwhichyouengagedyourself

willnotstopmetrustme.

Iwentbackandtookmybag.



Me:Let'sgo.

IsaidtoNkosinayewhilewalkingaway,hecomes,I

don'tknowwhyI'm angry.OnethingI'velearntfrom

todayisthatIshouldn'trelyonmyfriendswe'reold

enough now and we won'tbe focused on out

friendshipthey'vespentthenightwiththeirmans,

that'sgreatandI'velearntthatIloveZithuleleand

alwayswill..

Me:WhichHotelyoustayingat?

Nkosinaye:ProteaHoteltheoneinwaterfront.

It'snotfarfrom herethankGod.

We'restandingrightinfrontofmycar.

Me:LookNkosinayeyou'reagreatguytrustme,and

I'm gladyoucameintomylifeIappreciatethat,on

these daythatI've known you I've learntto be

carefreeandopenedabouttheotherthings.Thislife

thingdoesn'tgo accordingto ourownrulesand

regulationsbutit'ssetforus.TodaywaslovelyI

woulddoitoverandoveragainyou'resuchagreat

guy.I'm inlovewithsomeoneelseandifIstringyou

alongthisoneofuswouldgethurtandIdon'twant



that,Ihavetoletyougoandfindsomeonewho's

goingtoloveyoujustlikeyou'llbelovingher.I'm

sorryforbringingyouhereincapetownfornothing.

Pleasefinditinyourheart.

Nkosinaye:Isthepersonyou'reinlovewithyourex?

Me:Yes.

Nkosinaye:Alright,you're beautifulNahiko,very

beautifulneversettle forless you're so much

valuable,Iwantyoutovalueyourselfmore.Andbe

inrelationshipwithsomeoneyouloveandsomeone

wholovesyou.

Me:Thankyousomuchforunderstanding.

Nkosinaye:Anytime,sotomorrow beforeIflyback.

Canwegooutforlunch?

Me:I'llneversaynotofreefoodnever.

Nkosinaye:Okaydrivesafe!

Me:Iwillthanks,Goodnight.

Nkosinaye:Goodnight.

Igotinsidethecaranddroveoff,Igotinsidemy



houseswitchedoffmyphonelockallmydoor,I

drankwaterthenwentbed.

ThiswastheworstnightEver!.

InthehistoryofmyGroovesnight,I'veneverbeen

homeat00:25am thisisbad!.

.

.

ThankyouGuysforbeingsuchwonderfulReaders.

Thanktoallyouthebest .

.

30+Comments,Mentionyourfriends,shareandlike.

THIRTYFOUR

IwokeupandIdon'tknowwhattimeisit.Iwentto

the bathroom Itooka showerthen Brushed my

Teeth.

Iwrappedmyselfwithatowel.

Iswitchedonmyphone,Ihadmissedcallsfrom my



friends,Mom,Mkhize's,ZithuleleandNkosinaye.

IcalledNkosinaye.

Nkosinaye:HeyI'm gladyou'restillalive!.

Me:YeahI'm alive,arewestillhavinglunch?

Nkosinaye:Yes,comehereinwaterfrontsothatwe

canHavelunch.

Me:AlrightI'm onmyway!

IworemyJeans,whiteT-shirtandasneaker.Ididn't

wearanyweavetodayIcombedmyAfroandputted

alipstick.

Itookmycarkeys,lockedallthedoorsanddroveoff

myphonerangitwasmymother,Iconnecteditto

theBluetoothspeaker.

Me:MommyDearest.

Mom:Don'tmommydearestmehere,whereare?

Me:Onmywaytowaterfrontforalunchwitha

friend.

Mom:Yothandoandyourfriendswereworriedabout

you.



Me:Youtellthem i'm fine.

Mom:Areyouguysokay?

Me:Yesmommy,youdon'tneedtoworry.You'lldie

youngbecauseofworrying.

Mom:You'resuchabigmouth,okaybabeareyou

driving?

Me:YesIam driving.

Mom:okayletmenotdisturb,Iloveyoubaby!

Me:ILoveyoutoomommy!

Mom:Byebaby.

Me:Bye!

Shedroppedthecall,Iplayedmusicasiwasdriving.

IcalledNkosinayeasIwasalreadyinfrontofthe

hotel!.Hecamecarryingasmallsuitcaseandgot

insidethecar.Idroveto findaparkingspace,I

parkedthenwewadeoutwaytoLifeGrandCafe.

ThisRestaurantisbeautifulnolies,wechosetoseat

andeatattheTopbalcony.Theviewisbeautifuland

there'sseabreeze!



Nkosinaye:Thisissorefreshing.

Me:Yeahit's.

Nkosinaye:Youdon'tlookgood,yousureyouokay?

Me:IhaveaHangoverI'llbefine,IjustFishlotsof

fishandsomechocolateI'llbefine!

Helaughedatme.

Nkosinaye:Doesthatcurehangover?

Me:Tomeyes!

IorderedAStrawberryFuzzyDrink!Whileheordered

ABeerjusttodrink.

Idon'tneedalcoholnotnow,notEverI'm done!

Nkosinaye:SoWhatareyouhaving?

Me:Lemonorharrisaspicedcalamariwithroasted

Vegetables.Whataboutyou?

Nkosinaye:grilledchickenbreast

Witychipsontheside!

Beorderedthenlookedatme!

Nkosinaye:Naturalsuitsyouyouknow!



Me:Thankyou.

Nkosinaye:Whydoyouapplymake-up?Idon'tseea

need!

Me:Idon'tusemakeupeverydayIhavemydays,

you'vejustseenmeonthosedayswhereIhadtoput

makeup.

Nkosinaye:I'm gladIhadtoseetheNaturalyou.

Me:Thankyou!

Nkosinaye:CanIaskyouaquestion?

Me:Yeahsureask!

Nkosinaye:IsyourExZithulelefrom lastnight?

Me:Yes!

Nkosinaye:Iknewit!

Hesaiditlikehewasconvincinghimself,am Ilike

thatwithZithu?Arewethatvisibletoeveryone?

Me:Howdidyouknow?

Nkosinaye:Youwereavoidingmakingeyecontact

withhim,and hewasbusylooking atyouevery



chanceheget.HelooksatyouwithlotsofLovein

hiseyesbutdoesn'tdothatwithhisFiancéethere's

nolovebetweenthem.It'sonesidedlove.Heused

thatgirl,ifImayaskwhatmadeyouguysbrokeup

2yearsback?

Me:Icouldn'tbewithhim,becauseofwhoheis.

Nkosinaye:Butthere'sasaythatstates'ifyoulovea

personyoulovehim/herbecauseofwhohe/sheis

andwhotheyareyoujustcan'tchangeaperson

becauseofLove'whenyoufellinlovewithhim did

you know aboutthe things thatmade you two

breakup?

Me:NoIdidn'tknowanything.

Nkosinaye:That'swhoheis,ifthethingshedoes

neveraffected you oryourrelationship then you

werewrong forgiving up on him.You should've

stayedanddoyourpartwhichislovehim regardless.

Me:Now Iknow allthat,IguessIwasyoungand

naive back then.Ihad no guts to stay in the

RelationshipIdidn'tbelieveinhiscapabilities.Ididn't

givehim achancetoprotectmeordorightbyme.



Now Iknow thehappinessthatIthinkIchosewas

neverthere.Iwouldcallhim withaprivatenumber

justto hearhis voice,stalk him on his social

networks.IwasshatteredwhenIsaw Dineo'spost

ofthem togetherbutIfocusedonmystudies.

Nkosinaye: You thought you were choosing

happinessbeforehim?

Me:Yeah,butlittledidIknowthathewasandstillis

myhappiness.Am IstupidorNaiveforLovinghim?

Nkosinaye:Noyounot,youtwoloveeachotherand

it'sevident.HehastodorightbyDineoandlether

gosothathecanfocusonyou.Don'tallowhim inif

Dineoisstillthere.Hemustseethatyou'reserious

anddorightbyyoutoo.Don'tallowhim toplayyouif

thatishisplan.

Me:Thankyou,wherewereyouallmylifewhenI

neededamalefriend!

Nkosinaye:Theguywemetyesterday?

Me:Nicholas?Hewastoobusyatschool.He'sa

busymanbuthewasthere.



Nkosinaye:Thenyoucancallmeanytimeyouwant

tovent,I'llbeonephonecallaway!

Me:ThatIknow.

Wefinishedourdeserts.

Ipaidthebillwithalotofdifficulties,hedidn'twant

metopaythebillbutIwonandpaid

Nkosinaye:Now wehavetorushtotheairport,I

havetocatchaflightin1h30minutes.

Me:Let'sgobeforetrafficjam catchesonus.

Idrovehim totheAirport,weweresingingalong.He

fitsaMaleBestfriendDescription.Hedeservesit,

he's such a greatguy Iwish him nothing but

happiness.

Me:Please nexttime when you come this side

pleasebringPrincess,Iwouldlovetoseeher.

Nkosinaye:I'm definitelybringingher,andIloveit

hereit'schilledI'llbearegular.

Me:That meansI'llbehavingmyfriendthisside,

andyou'llbestayinginmyhousenotHotel.



Nkosinaye:Yesma'am.

Me:Imissyoualready.

Helaughs.

Nkosinaye: Don't be princess on me please.

Goodbye.

Me:ByeIloveyou!

Nkosinaye:Iloveyoutoo.

Hehugsmeandrunsinside.Idroveawaymyphone

isoff,IswitchedoffwhenIwaswithNkosinayeat

theRestaurant.

BouquetofredrosesinmyfrontGate.Igetoffthe

carandtookthem.

Igotinsidethecar,IopenedmyGatethenclosesit

again,Itooktheflowersandmybagandwentinside

theHouse.Ilockedthedoorsagain.

Itookoutthecard.

"Heybeautiful.

Time is ticking you should countyourblessings

whileyou'restillalive.Becauseyou'llbelivingwith



yourancestorsinthenextcomingweeks.

Love-D"

This girlreallymeans business,Iswitch on my

phone.Idon'tevenlookatthemissedcalls.Itakea

picture ofthe flowers and card then sentitto

Zithulele.

"Pleasetellyourfiancéetoleavemealone,youtoo

ontopofthat!"

Ipresssend.

Itakeashowerandwenttomybed,Ineedtosleep!

__________

DINEO

Kim:Soyou'resayingthatBulumnko'smotherhate

you?

Me:Youhavenoidea,shedoesn'tevenhideit.She

lovesthatNahiko.



Tshego:So now you know whatis Nahiko to

Bulumnko?

Me:Yeah,Apparently she's the Love ofhis life

accordingtoBulumnko'sparents.

Tshego:ThenwhatareyoustilldoingthereD?

Me:Ilovehim somuchT,andIjustcan'tupand

leavejustlikethatwithoutafight.

Kim:Fightforhim ifthat'sthenbaby.

Me:Yes,I'vealreadychallengedthatgirl,shewon't

know what'scomingforher.Ihaveagreatpartner

bymyside.

Tshego:You'rescaringmeD,pleasefriendletthis

gobeforeitcomesandbiteyou.

Kim:No Marn, letDineo fightforherman,she

deservehim.

Tshego:Let'snotforgetthatDineoengagedherself,

Bulumnkoneverdidandneverpostedheronany

socialmedianotevenonWhatsApp.Butheposted

thatgirl.LetthisgoD.

Dineo:I'm alreadyintoodeepT,Ijustcan'tletgo.I



havetofinishwhatI'vestarted.

Tshego:ThisisdangerousandIhaveabadfeeling

aboutit.Mygutfeelingisneverwrongandyouknow

thatD.

Dineo:Iknow but,IpromiseyouI'llbevictorious.I

willwillthis,andIwillwinBulumnkoovertrustme.

Kim:Iknowyoubabe,Itrustyou.

Tshego:I'm outofthisdon'tsayIdidn'twarnyou

whenallofthisbackfires.

Me:Itwon'tbyeIloveyou

Kim:Iloveyoutoo.

Tshego:Iloveyoumorepleasbesafe.

Me:Iwillbesafehoneydon'tworry.

Idroppedthecall,Tshegoshouldn'tbeworriedI

wantallofthistobedone.IneedBulumnkobymy

side,hisparentsareanonfactortome.Theyshould

be worried aboutwhatI'm aboutto do,to that

Nahiko.

"Weneedtomeettomorrow,weneedtostartwith



ourplan,Ijustcan'twaitanymore.Ican'tstand

Nahikoandherstinkingattitudesheneedstobe

dealtwith.Meetmetomorrownight,I'llmakeaplan

to Dodge myfiancé "Ipress send.This girlis

startingsomethingthatshewon'tfinishshemust

sticktoherlane.

Myphoneringsit'smyFather

Me:Daddy.

Dad:Don'tdaddymewherethehellareyou.Dineo

Jones.

Me:InCapeTownDadwithmyFiancé.

Dad:Dineoyou'renotinyourrightsenses,Joseph

calledme.Whydidyourunaway?

Me:DaddyIdon'twanttogobackthere,i'm not

crazyokay?I'm fine.

Dad:Dineo you bettercatch the firstplane to

Johannesburgrightnow.Youneedtogobackto

Joseph.

Me:I'm notdoingbacktoJosephnotnownotever!

Dad:Okayprincessdaddyunderstand.Butplease



drinkyourpills.

Me:WhenareyougoingtotreatmelikeI'm your

childdad?Doyouhatemethatmuch?Iwon'tliveby

thosepillsfortherestofmylifeI'm sorrydadbutI

won't.

Dad:it'sforyourowngoodbaby,pleasemychild.

Me:Iwon'tdadandthat'sfinal,andpleasestop

callingme.

Idroppedcall,I'm notcrazynoI'm not!

IwenttothekitchentodrinksomeicewaterIneed

one.

Myphonepingsit'samessage.

"BellvilleNexttoFrydaysfisherythere'saInternet

Cafe,bethere4pm onthedotseeyou".Thisisgreat

news,Isetupareminderonmyphone.Bulumnkois

mineandminealone!

"Didyousendthoseroses?"

IturnandlookatthisGorgeousmaninfrontofme.

Me:HeyBaby.Whichroses?



Bulumnko:Don'tyoudareplaydumbwithmeDineo.

Why would you send such a bad message to

Nahiko!..

Ohididn'tknow shewillruntohim,Ithought'She

willstartthisandendit'nowsheincludesmyMan.

Me:Idon'tknowwhatyouaretalkingabout.

Bulumnko:I'm talkingaboutthis.

HeshowedmeapicturesoftheflowersandacardI

senttoNahiko.

Me:WhywouldIsendthistoNahiko?Whatwouldbe

mymotive?WhatwouldIbeintendingtosendsuch

toher?She'syourexandyou'redonswithherright?

Helooksatmewithoutsayinganything.

Me:Idon'thaveaproblem withyourexgirlfriend

Bulumnko.She'stryingtobreakusupbabycan'tyou

justseethat?Areyouthatblind?

Bulumnko:Nowyou'reCrazy!

Me:NoI'm notcrazy,she'sbeenAfteryoueversince

youcamebackinCapetown.Shehasaboyfriend

butstillwantyou.She'stheinsaneonebabynotme!



Bulumnko:LeaveNahikothefuckalone,andtrust

meDineoifyouhurther,you'llseetheworstsideof

me!Touchher,oronestrandofherhairyou'llbe

wishingyounevermetme.I'm warningyou!

Heleftmestandingthere.

Me:Aaaaaaahhhhh!!!DamnyouNahiko!

IthrewthebottleofwaterIwasdrinking.Isatdown,

thisgirlistestingmeshe's,definitelytestingme.

Whatthehellissheplayingat?WhatdidBulumnko

takeherside?WhatdoesshehavethatIdon'thave?

I'm somadrightnow,I'm boilingwithrage,Ihateyou

Nahiko.DAMN!!.

_____________

YOTHANDO

I'vespentthedaywith myGirlsGigiand Azole.

NahikoGhostedusthewholeday.Herphonewasn't

goingthroughwedidn'tevenknowwhensheleftthe

clubyesterdaywithherBoyfriend.Shedidn'teven



tellus thatshe officiated herRelationship with

Nkosinaye.Idon'tknowwhyshe'sdoinguslikethis.

Wearegivingheraspacesheneeds,she'sbeen

throughalotandwedon'twanttocrowdher,but

whensheisreadytoletusinshewill.

Me:Okaygirls Ithink Ishould leave and fetch

Namisa,Lwandowasbabysittingthewholeday.

Azole:He'sthefather,he'ssupposedtobabysitit's

hisjob.

Gigi:Andhe'stoobusytobewithhischildsohe

betterbabysit.

Me:That'swhyIneedtocheckonmybaby.Whatif

she'sdyingofhungerordehydrationIwouldnever

allowthattohappentomybaby.

Gigi:Alrightbabyyou can go,and I'm driving to

Caldrintoo.

Azole:I'm worried aboutNahiko,she's my Best

friendwhatifsheneedsusguys?

Gigi:Shewould'vecalled,whenshe'sreadyshewill

callus.Ineedhertohaveherownspaceandthink



aboutherlifethrough.Sheneedstothinkabouther

decisions.WhethershestillwantZithuleleorShe's

movingonwithNkosinaye.

Azole:IforonebelievetheyNahikoandZithuleleare

soulmates.No liesaboutthatyoucouldseethe

Lovebothintheireyesbuttheydon'twanttobe

togetherand thatIdon'tunderstand.And now

they'veincludedpeopleintheirlovestory.Ifeellike

theyarebothStringingDineoandNkosinayeintheir

messeduplovelife.

Me:I'm withyouonthat,EvenlastNightZithulele's

eyesweregluedonNahiko.Hedidn'twanttolookat

anyone butNahiko.They should justgetback

together.

Gigi:TheywillgetbacktogetherandIcanbeton

1million Rand aboutthat.Those two willreunite

before this yearends,Zithulele won'teven get

married.

Azole:Idon'tevenlikethatDineo,she'swritten'Gold

digger'onherface!

Welaughather,shereallydoesn'tlikeDineosodoI.



Me:Alrightloves,letmeloveandleavey'all.

Azole:ByeHoney

Gigi:ByeDarling

IwalkedoutofAzole'sflat.Thenwenttomycar,

Mama'sGTIisnowmycarI'm gladit'sfinallymine.I

driveofftoAthloneI'm GladLwando'sParentsare

no longerstaying with him.He's such a huge

mama'sboyandhe'sproud.ILovethatabouthim.I

parkrightoutside,hiscarisparkedinsidetheyard.I

walkthroughthekitchendoorI'm inneedofice

water,hedoesn'tlockthekitchendoorbefore10pm.

It'sonly8pm,there'saloudnoisedownthecorridor

inhisroom.

Idrinkthewater,Imakemywaytohisroom whenI

hearmoansandgroans.Whereismybaby?Iwalk

backtotheloungetheresheissleeping,withtears

onhercheeks.I'm sureshesleptcrying,myheartis

beatingsofastIwanttogoandcheckwho'sinthe

room Idon'twanttomakeassumptionsbutIwantto

besure.Iwalkslowlywithmyheartbeatingsofast,I

openthedoorslowlythegirlsismoaningsoloudly



thatshe'sevenannoyingme.

"Howcouldyoudothistome?"Ishoutedthatmade

thebothofthem tostartle.Lwandoshootouthisbig

eyeslookingatmeshocked.

Lwando:BabyIcanexplainlookit'samistake.

Me:Couldn'tyouwaitformeto fetchmybaby?

DamnyouLwandoMyBabycriedherselftosleep

whileyoubusywithpussy.ItrustedyouLwando,

morethat.Anyoneisthishowyoudome?

Lwando:LookI'm sorrybaby,Ididn'tmeantohurt

you.Pleaseallowmetoexplain.

Me:Nothere'snoneed!.LookasofTodayyou're

deadtome,NamisaZenandeMsomihasnoFather,

youaredeadtothebothofus.Idon'twanttosee

you,ever!Stayfarawayfrom mychild.

Lwando:Babyplease!

Heheldmyarm.

Me:Letgoofmeyoudog!

Hedidn't.



Me:Lwandofuckenremoveyourfilthyhandonme.

Iwiggledmyselfthenrantothelounge,Itookmy

babyandherbag.IShit!TodayoutofalldayIforgot

thebaby'scarseat.Itdoesn'tmatterIputtedheron

thebackseatandusedasafetybelt.

Lwando:Yothando! Baby,please listen to me

SthandwaSam youcan'tdrivelikethis.Thinkofout

baby!Pleasebaby!

HesaidbangingonthewindowwakingNamisa.

Me:FuckyouLwandomarn,Fuckyou!.

Tears were flowing down mycheeks Ineed my

motherrightnow.Icalledher.

Mom:Youknow I'm marriedandhaveahusband

whycalllateatnightYothando?

Me:Hecheatedonmama,heleftmybabytocry

herselftosleep.Itrustedhim mama.Howcouldhe

dothistome?

Mom:Okaystopcryingbaby,tellmewhereareyou

now?

Me:I'm driving,I'm onmywaytoyouIneedyou.



Mom:whereisZenande?

Me:She'sherewithme,she'ssleeping..OhmyGod..

Mom:Yothandowhat'shappening?

Wherethehelldoesthiscarcomesfrom?Itriedthe

brakesbutitwasalreadytoolate.

Screechingtires,ohGod.

"Mybabyyy"I'm screaminginterror.

Mom:Yothandoooo!Babyyynooo!

.

.

TobeunlockingInsert35wewillneed30comments

before4pm.Sothatwecangetinsert35exactlyat

4pm.

Thankyouenjoy

THIRTYFOUR

IwokeupandIdon'tknowwhattimeisit.Iwentto

the bathroom Itooka showerthen Brushed my



Teeth.

Iwrappedmyselfwithatowel.

Iswitchedonmyphone,Ihadmissedcallsfrom my

friends,Mom,Mkhize's,ZithuleleandNkosinaye.

IcalledNkosinaye.

Nkosinaye:HeyI'm gladyou'restillalive!.

Me:YeahI'm alive,arewestillhavinglunch?

Nkosinaye:Yes,comehereinwaterfrontsothatwe

canHavelunch.

Me:AlrightI'm onmyway!

IworemyJeans,whiteT-shirtandasneaker.Ididn't

wearanyweavetodayIcombedmyAfroandputted

alipstick.

Itookmycarkeys,lockedallthedoorsanddroveoff

myphonerangitwasmymother,Iconnecteditto

theBluetoothspeaker.

Me:MommyDearest.

Mom:Don'tmommydearestmehere,whereare?



Me:Onmywaytowaterfrontforalunchwitha

friend.

Mom:Yothandoandyourfriendswereworriedabout

you.

Me:Youtellthem i'm fine.

Mom:Areyouguysokay?

Me:Yesmommy,youdon'tneedtoworry.You'lldie

youngbecauseofworrying.

Mom:You'resuchabigmouth,okaybabeareyou

driving?

Me:YesIam driving.

Mom:okayletmenotdisturb,Iloveyoubaby!

Me:ILoveyoutoomommy!

Mom:Byebaby.

Me:Bye!

Shedroppedthecall,Iplayedmusicasiwasdriving.

IcalledNkosinayeasIwasalreadyinfrontofthe

hotel!.Hecamecarryingasmallsuitcaseandgot



insidethecar.Idroveto findaparkingspace,I

parkedthenwewadeoutwaytoLifeGrandCafe.

ThisRestaurantisbeautifulnolies,wechosetoseat

andeatattheTopbalcony.Theviewisbeautifuland

there'sseabreeze!

Nkosinaye:Thisissorefreshing.

Me:Yeahit's.

Nkosinaye:Youdon'tlookgood,yousureyouokay?

Me:IhaveaHangoverI'llbefine,IjustFishlotsof

fishandsomechocolateI'llbefine!

Helaughedatme.

Nkosinaye:Doesthatcurehangover?

Me:Tomeyes!

IorderedAStrawberryFuzzyDrink!Whileheordered

ABeerjusttodrink.

Idon'tneedalcoholnotnow,notEverI'm done!

Nkosinaye:SoWhatareyouhaving?

Me:Lemonorharrisaspicedcalamariwithroasted

Vegetables.Whataboutyou?



Nkosinaye:grilledchickenbreast

Witychipsontheside!

Beorderedthenlookedatme!

Nkosinaye:Naturalsuitsyouyouknow!

Me:Thankyou.

Nkosinaye:Whydoyouapplymake-up?Idon'tseea

need!

Me:Idon'tusemakeupeverydayIhavemydays,

you'vejustseenmeonthosedayswhereIhadtoput

makeup.

Nkosinaye:I'm gladIhadtoseetheNaturalyou.

Me:Thankyou!

Nkosinaye:CanIaskyouaquestion?

Me:Yeahsureask!

Nkosinaye:IsyourExZithulelefrom lastnight?

Me:Yes!

Nkosinaye:Iknewit!

Hesaiditlikehewasconvincinghimself,am Ilike



thatwithZithu?Arewethatvisibletoeveryone?

Me:Howdidyouknow?

Nkosinaye:Youwereavoidingmakingeyecontact

withhim,and hewasbusylooking atyouevery

chanceheget.HelooksatyouwithlotsofLovein

hiseyesbutdoesn'tdothatwithhisFiancéethere's

nolovebetweenthem.It'sonesidedlove.Heused

thatgirl,ifImayaskwhatmadeyouguysbrokeup

2yearsback?

Me:Icouldn'tbewithhim,becauseofwhoheis.

Nkosinaye:Butthere'sasaythatstates'ifyoulovea

personyoulovehim/herbecauseofwhohe/sheis

andwhotheyareyoujustcan'tchangeaperson

becauseofLove'whenyoufellinlovewithhim did

you know aboutthe things thatmade you two

breakup?

Me:NoIdidn'tknowanything.

Nkosinaye:That'swhoheis,ifthethingshedoes

neveraffected you oryourrelationship then you

werewrong forgiving up on him.You should've

stayedanddoyourpartwhichislovehim regardless.



Me:Now Iknow allthat,IguessIwasyoungand

naive back then.Ihad no guts to stay in the

RelationshipIdidn'tbelieveinhiscapabilities.Ididn't

givehim achancetoprotectmeordorightbyme.

Now Iknow thehappinessthatIthinkIchosewas

neverthere.Iwouldcallhim withaprivatenumber

justto hearhis voice,stalk him on his social

networks.IwasshatteredwhenIsaw Dineo'spost

ofthem togetherbutIfocusedonmystudies.

Nkosinaye: You thought you were choosing

happinessbeforehim?

Me:Yeah,butlittledidIknowthathewasandstillis

myhappiness.Am IstupidorNaiveforLovinghim?

Nkosinaye:Noyounot,youtwoloveeachotherand

it'sevident.HehastodorightbyDineoandlether

gosothathecanfocusonyou.Don'tallowhim inif

Dineoisstillthere.Hemustseethatyou'reserious

anddorightbyyoutoo.Don'tallowhim toplayyouif

thatishisplan.

Me:Thankyou,wherewereyouallmylifewhenI

neededamalefriend!



Nkosinaye:Theguywemetyesterday?

Me:Nicholas?Hewastoobusyatschool.He'sa

busymanbuthewasthere.

Nkosinaye:Thenyoucancallmeanytimeyouwant

tovent,I'llbeonephonecallaway!

Me:ThatIknow.

Wefinishedourdeserts.

Ipaidthebillwithalotofdifficulties,hedidn'twant

metopaythebillbutIwonandpaid

Nkosinaye:Now wehavetorushtotheairport,I

havetocatchaflightin1h30minutes.

Me:Let'sgobeforetrafficjam catchesonus.

Idrovehim totheAirport,weweresingingalong.He

fitsaMaleBestfriendDescription.Hedeservesit,

he's such a greatguy Iwish him nothing but

happiness.

Me:Please nexttime when you come this side

pleasebringPrincess,Iwouldlovetoseeher.

Nkosinaye:I'm definitelybringingher,andIloveit



hereit'schilledI'llbearegular.

Me:That meansI'llbehavingmyfriendthisside,

andyou'llbestayinginmyhousenotHotel.

Nkosinaye:Yesma'am.

Me:Imissyoualready.

Helaughs.

Nkosinaye: Don't be princess on me please.

Goodbye.

Me:ByeIloveyou!

Nkosinaye:Iloveyoutoo.

Hehugsmeandrunsinside.Idroveawaymyphone

isoff,IswitchedoffwhenIwaswithNkosinayeat

theRestaurant.

BouquetofredrosesinmyfrontGate.Igetoffthe

carandtookthem.

Igotinsidethecar,IopenedmyGatethenclosesit

again,Itooktheflowersandmybagandwentinside

theHouse.Ilockedthedoorsagain.

Itookoutthecard.



"Heybeautiful.

Time is ticking you should countyourblessings

whileyou'restillalive.Becauseyou'llbelivingwith

yourancestorsinthenextcomingweeks.

Love-D"

This girlreallymeans business,Iswitch on my

phone.Idon'tevenlookatthemissedcalls.Itakea

picture ofthe flowers and card then sentitto

Zithulele.

"Pleasetellyourfiancéetoleavemealone,youtoo

ontopofthat!"

Ipresssend.

Itakeashowerandwenttomybed,Ineedtosleep!

__________

DINEO

Kim:Soyou'resayingthatBulumnko'smotherhate

you?



Me:Youhavenoidea,shedoesn'tevenhideit.She

lovesthatNahiko.

Tshego:So now you know whatis Nahiko to

Bulumnko?

Me:Yeah,Apparently she's the Love ofhis life

accordingtoBulumnko'sparents.

Tshego:ThenwhatareyoustilldoingthereD?

Me:Ilovehim somuchT,andIjustcan'tupand

leavejustlikethatwithoutafight.

Kim:Fightforhim ifthat'sthenbaby.

Me:Yes,I'vealreadychallengedthatgirl,shewon't

know what'scomingforher.Ihaveagreatpartner

bymyside.

Tshego:You'rescaringmeD,pleasefriendletthis

gobeforeitcomesandbiteyou.

Kim:No Marn, letDineo fightforherman,she

deservehim.

Tshego:Let'snotforgetthatDineoengagedherself,

Bulumnkoneverdidandneverpostedheronany

socialmedianotevenonWhatsApp.Butheposted



thatgirl.LetthisgoD.

Dineo:I'm alreadyintoodeepT,Ijustcan'tletgo.I

havetofinishwhatI'vestarted.

Tshego:ThisisdangerousandIhaveabadfeeling

aboutit.Mygutfeelingisneverwrongandyouknow

thatD.

Dineo:Iknow but,IpromiseyouI'llbevictorious.I

willwillthis,andIwillwinBulumnkoovertrustme.

Kim:Iknowyoubabe,Itrustyou.

Tshego:I'm outofthisdon'tsayIdidn'twarnyou

whenallofthisbackfires.

Me:Itwon'tbyeIloveyou

Kim:Iloveyoutoo.

Tshego:Iloveyoumorepleasbesafe.

Me:Iwillbesafehoneydon'tworry.

Idroppedthecall,Tshegoshouldn'tbeworriedI

wantallofthistobedone.IneedBulumnkobymy

side,hisparentsareanonfactortome.Theyshould

be worried aboutwhatI'm aboutto do,to that



Nahiko.

"Weneedtomeettomorrow,weneedtostartwith

ourplan,Ijustcan'twaitanymore.Ican'tstand

Nahikoandherstinkingattitudesheneedstobe

dealtwith.Meetmetomorrownight,I'llmakeaplan

to Dodge myfiancé "Ipress send.This girlis

startingsomethingthatshewon'tfinishshemust

sticktoherlane.

Myphoneringsit'smyFather

Me:Daddy.

Dad:Don'tdaddymewherethehellareyou.Dineo

Jones.

Me:InCapeTownDadwithmyFiancé.

Dad:Dineoyou'renotinyourrightsenses,Joseph

calledme.Whydidyourunaway?

Me:DaddyIdon'twanttogobackthere,i'm not

crazyokay?I'm fine.

Dad:Dineo you bettercatch the firstplane to

Johannesburgrightnow.Youneedtogobackto

Joseph.



Me:I'm notdoingbacktoJosephnotnownotever!

Dad:Okayprincessdaddyunderstand.Butplease

drinkyourpills.

Me:WhenareyougoingtotreatmelikeI'm your

childdad?Doyouhatemethatmuch?Iwon'tliveby

thosepillsfortherestofmylifeI'm sorrydadbutI

won't.

Dad:it'sforyourowngoodbaby,pleasemychild.

Me:Iwon'tdadandthat'sfinal,andpleasestop

callingme.

Idroppedcall,I'm notcrazynoI'm not!

IwenttothekitchentodrinksomeicewaterIneed

one.

Myphonepingsit'samessage.

"BellvilleNexttoFrydaysfisherythere'saInternet

Cafe,bethere4pm onthedotseeyou".Thisisgreat

news,Isetupareminderonmyphone.Bulumnkois

mineandminealone!

"Didyousendthoseroses?"



IturnandlookatthisGorgeousmaninfrontofme.

Me:HeyBaby.Whichroses?

Bulumnko:Don'tyoudareplaydumbwithmeDineo.

Why would you send such a bad message to

Nahiko!..

Ohididn'tknow shewillruntohim,Ithought'She

willstartthisandendit'nowsheincludesmyMan.

Me:Idon'tknowwhatyouaretalkingabout.

Bulumnko:I'm talkingaboutthis.

HeshowedmeapicturesoftheflowersandacardI

senttoNahiko.

Me:WhywouldIsendthistoNahiko?Whatwouldbe

mymotive?WhatwouldIbeintendingtosendsuch

toher?She'syourexandyou'redonswithherright?

Helooksatmewithoutsayinganything.

Me:Idon'thaveaproblem withyourexgirlfriend

Bulumnko.She'stryingtobreakusupbabycan'tyou

justseethat?Areyouthatblind?

Bulumnko:Nowyou'reCrazy!



Me:NoI'm notcrazy,she'sbeenAfteryoueversince

youcamebackinCapetown.Shehasaboyfriend

butstillwantyou.She'stheinsaneonebabynotme!

Bulumnko:LeaveNahikothefuckalone,andtrust

meDineoifyouhurther,you'llseetheworstsideof

me!Touchher,oronestrandofherhairyou'llbe

wishingyounevermetme.I'm warningyou!

Heleftmestandingthere.

Me:Aaaaaaahhhhh!!!DamnyouNahiko!

IthrewthebottleofwaterIwasdrinking.Isatdown,

thisgirlistestingmeshe's,definitelytestingme.

Whatthehellissheplayingat?WhatdidBulumnko

takeherside?WhatdoesshehavethatIdon'thave?

I'm somadrightnow,I'm boilingwithrage,Ihateyou

Nahiko.DAMN!!.

_____________

YOTHANDO

I'vespentthedaywith myGirlsGigiand Azole.



NahikoGhostedusthewholeday.Herphonewasn't

goingthroughwedidn'tevenknowwhensheleftthe

clubyesterdaywithherBoyfriend.Shedidn'teven

tellus thatshe officiated herRelationship with

Nkosinaye.Idon'tknowwhyshe'sdoinguslikethis.

Wearegivingheraspacesheneeds,she'sbeen

throughalotandwedon'twanttocrowdher,but

whensheisreadytoletusinshewill.

Me:Okaygirls Ithink Ishould leave and fetch

Namisa,Lwandowasbabysittingthewholeday.

Azole:He'sthefather,he'ssupposedtobabysitit's

hisjob.

Gigi:Andhe'stoobusytobewithhischildsohe

betterbabysit.

Me:That'swhyIneedtocheckonmybaby.Whatif

she'sdyingofhungerordehydrationIwouldnever

allowthattohappentomybaby.

Gigi:Alrightbabyyou can go,and I'm driving to

Caldrintoo.

Azole:I'm worried aboutNahiko,she's my Best

friendwhatifsheneedsusguys?



Gigi:Shewould'vecalled,whenshe'sreadyshewill

callus.Ineedhertohaveherownspaceandthink

aboutherlifethrough.Sheneedstothinkabouther

decisions.WhethershestillwantZithuleleorShe's

movingonwithNkosinaye.

Azole:IforonebelievetheyNahikoandZithuleleare

soulmates.No liesaboutthatyoucouldseethe

Lovebothintheireyesbuttheydon'twanttobe

togetherand thatIdon'tunderstand.And now

they'veincludedpeopleintheirlovestory.Ifeellike

theyarebothStringingDineoandNkosinayeintheir

messeduplovelife.

Me:I'm withyouonthat,EvenlastNightZithulele's

eyesweregluedonNahiko.Hedidn'twanttolookat

anyone butNahiko.They should justgetback

together.

Gigi:TheywillgetbacktogetherandIcanbeton

1million Rand aboutthat.Those two willreunite

before this yearends,Zithulele won'teven get

married.

Azole:Idon'tevenlikethatDineo,she'swritten'Gold



digger'onherface!

Welaughather,shereallydoesn'tlikeDineosodoI.

Me:Alrightloves,letmeloveandleavey'all.

Azole:ByeHoney

Gigi:ByeDarling

IwalkedoutofAzole'sflat.Thenwenttomycar,

Mama'sGTIisnowmycarI'm gladit'sfinallymine.I

driveofftoAthloneI'm GladLwando'sParentsare

no longerstaying with him.He's such a huge

mama'sboyandhe'sproud.ILovethatabouthim.I

parkrightoutside,hiscarisparkedinsidetheyard.I

walkthroughthekitchendoorI'm inneedofice

water,hedoesn'tlockthekitchendoorbefore10pm.

It'sonly8pm,there'saloudnoisedownthecorridor

inhisroom.

Idrinkthewater,Imakemywaytohisroom whenI

hearmoansandgroans.Whereismybaby?Iwalk

backtotheloungetheresheissleeping,withtears

onhercheeks.I'm sureshesleptcrying,myheartis

beatingsofastIwanttogoandcheckwho'sinthe

room Idon'twanttomakeassumptionsbutIwantto



besure.Iwalkslowlywithmyheartbeatingsofast,I

openthedoorslowlythegirlsismoaningsoloudly

thatshe'sevenannoyingme.

"Howcouldyoudothistome?"Ishoutedthatmade

thebothofthem tostartle.Lwandoshootouthisbig

eyeslookingatmeshocked.

Lwando:BabyIcanexplainlookit'samistake.

Me:Couldn'tyouwaitformeto fetchmybaby?

DamnyouLwandoMyBabycriedherselftosleep

whileyoubusywithpussy.ItrustedyouLwando,

morethat.Anyoneisthishowyoudome?

Lwando:LookI'm sorrybaby,Ididn'tmeantohurt

you.Pleaseallowmetoexplain.

Me:Nothere'snoneed!.LookasofTodayyou're

deadtome,NamisaZenandeMsomihasnoFather,

youaredeadtothebothofus.Idon'twanttosee

you,ever!Stayfarawayfrom mychild.

Lwando:Babyplease!

Heheldmyarm.

Me:Letgoofmeyoudog!



Hedidn't.

Me:Lwandofuckenremoveyourfilthyhandonme.

Iwiggledmyselfthenrantothelounge,Itookmy

babyandherbag.IShit!TodayoutofalldayIforgot

thebaby'scarseat.Itdoesn'tmatterIputtedheron

thebackseatandusedasafetybelt.

Lwando:Yothando! Baby,please listen to me

SthandwaSam youcan'tdrivelikethis.Thinkofout

baby!Pleasebaby!

HesaidbangingonthewindowwakingNamisa.

Me:FuckyouLwandomarn,Fuckyou!.

Tears were flowing down mycheeks Ineed my

motherrightnow.Icalledher.

Mom:Youknow I'm marriedandhaveahusband

whycalllateatnightYothando?

Me:Hecheatedonmama,heleftmybabytocry

herselftosleep.Itrustedhim mama.Howcouldhe

dothistome?

Mom:Okaystopcryingbaby,tellmewhereareyou

now?



Me:I'm driving,I'm onmywaytoyouIneedyou.

Mom:whereisZenande?

Me:She'sherewithme,she'ssleeping..OhmyGod..

Mom:Yothandowhat'shappening?

Wherethehelldoesthiscarcomesfrom?Itriedthe

brakesbutitwasalreadytoolate.

Screechingtires,ohGod.

"Mybabyyy"I'm screaminginterror.

Mom:Yothandoooo!Babyyynooo!

.

.

TobeunlockingInsert35wewillneed30comments

before4pm.Sothatwecangetinsert35exactlyat

4pm.

Thankyouenjoy

THIRTYFIVE



I'm wokenupbymyringingphone,Icheckthetime

01:25am.Thisissounusualmymotherisasleep

aroundthistime.Ican'thelpbutfeelsomething

wrongisgoingon.

Me:Hellomama.

Mom:Nahiko,cometoTygerbergHospitalNow!

Me:What'sgoingonmama?

Mama:Drivesafely.

Shedropsthecall.I'm stillonmyjeans.Iputonmy

sneakersandmysweater!.

IwashedmyfacethenrandownstairsItookmycar

keyandhousekeys.ThedrivetoTygerbergHospital

wasfast,Idon'tcarabouttheticketsI'llbereceiving

becauseIwasSpeeding.

Iparkattheparkinglot,Irantotheentrance,Iwas

likeacrazyperson.Isaw DaddyP signingsome

papers.

Me:Daddywhat'sgoingon?

Dad:BabythankGodyouarehere.



HehandsthepaperstotheNursethatwasstanding

nexttome.

Hetakesmyhandandwetakealifttotheother

floor,mom isseatedoppositetheatresheisseated

there,She'scryingandprayingatthesametime.

Me:Mamawhatisgoingon?

Sherushestomeandhugsmetightly,Ican'thelp

butcrytoo.Ithinkthere'ssomethingwrongwiththe

twins.

Me:WherearetheTwins?Aretheyokay?.

I'm alreadycrying,I'm expectingsomethingworse.

Dad:TheTwinsareathome.Yothandohadafight

withLwandoandshegotinvolvedinacaraccident.

Me:Youjokingright?

Mom:Sadlyno,she'sfightingforherlife.

Me:WhereisbabyZenande?

Mom:Theyareboththere,ButZenandeisnotthat

injured.Yothando istheonewho'smuch injured

sinceshewasprotectingBabyZenande.



Me:Zenandeis1year7Monthsyetshe'salreadyin

theatresbeingoperated,shedoesn'tdeservethis.

Howistheirsituation?

Dad:VeryBad,theForm thatIwassigningisto

confirm thatifanythinghappenstoYothandoand

ZenandeinthattheatretheHospitalwon'tbeheld

accountable.Thedoctorsaretryingtheirbestallwe

havetodoistoprayandhopetheypullsthrough!..

I'vefailedherthistimearound,I'vealwaysprotected

herfrom allthebadthingsofthisworldbuttodayI

didn'tshe betterpullthrough,theyhave to pull

through.

I'm cryinginDaddy'sarms.Hecan'thandlemeand

motheratthesametime.

Me:IfYothandoorZenandedoesn'tmakeit,Iwillkill

thatLwandowithmyownhands.

Dad:Don'ttalklikethatbaby,youarenotGodyou

can'ttakelife.

Imovedaway,Iwentandstoodnexttothewindow.

Yothandocan'tleaveme,shehastosurvivethis.She

hastobestrongforme,herandourBaby.Zenande



willneedhermother,Yothandobetternotdouslike

that.Ifeelhandsonmyback,it'smyfriendstheyare

bothintears.No onesaidanything,wewereall

crying.;didn'tevennoticethewholeMkhizeFamily

ishere.WhenImeanwholeIincludeOyisa,Mlungisi

andZithuleletoo,thankGodthatDineoisnothereI

wasgoingtoloosemymind.

Helooksinmyeyes,butmyeyesightisblurred

becauseoftheTears.Hewantstoholdme,andI

wanttobeinhisarmsIdon'tknowwhat'sstopping

usfrom doingthatbutthere'sabarrier.

Azole:TheywillbefineBabe,don'tworryYothando

isstrongsoisZenande,She'sasStrongasherAunt.

HerGodmother,theywillcomebacktous.

Me:I'm scaredtoLoosethem,Iwon'tbeableto

loosethem notevenoneofthem.

Gigi:Godistheresavingthem,theywillbeokay.

Me:Theyhaveto!.

Dad:Comelet'sgatheraroundandpray!

Weallholdhands.



Dad:InthenameoftheFather,theSonandtheHoly

spirit.DearGod we are here gathered as your

children,weneedyoutointerveneohLordforweare

nothingwithoutyou.Fatheryousaidinyourword

thatyouwillneverleaveusnorforsakeusforyou'll

alwaysbewith us.Lord Yothando and herChild

ZenandetheyareinneedofyourHealingyourpower

andstrengthtofight.LordIwantyoutoprotected

them shieldthem from alltheharms.Weprayforthe

operationtobesuccessfulwebelieveandwetrust

InyourName.Weknowyou'lldowhateverwehave

askedfrom you.IprayinthenameofJesusyour

SonAmen.

Us:Amen.

We letgo ofourhands,mama was stillcrying

actuallyeverywomanhereiscrying.

Mamkhizecameandgavemeahug,Igotlostinher

embracethatIstartedcryingalot.

Mamkhize:Shhbabytheywillbefine,don'tworry

Godiswiththem now.

Me:Whydidheallowallofthistohappeninthefirst



place?

Mamkhize:Iknowthatyouarehurtingnowbutdon't

questionGod,don'tevendoubthim.

Me:Yothandoismysister,wecrawledtogether,took

babystepstogether,wenttocrechetogetherand

wenttoprimaryschooltogether.Iprotectedherto

allthe.BulliesIfoughtpeopleforher.Ihelpedher

withherschoolworkbecauseshewasstruggling

shejustcan'tupandleavemeherealone.Istillneed

herinmylife,westillhavetosharehappymemories,

ourweddingdays.Ourkidsgrowingup.Itwasall

thatwewishedfor.SheneedtowakeupIcan'tFulfill

ourdreamsalone..

IheldontighttoMamkhize,I'm reallyscaredandthe

wayI'm feelingrightnow isscaringme.Whenwe

werechildrensheusedtoaskme."NahikoifIdie

whatwouldyoudo?"AndIwouldreplybysaying"I

praythatIdiefirstbecauseIwouldn'tbeableto

handleyourdeath"that'showclosewewereloosing

one anotheris the leastofOurProblem Baby

Zenandeistherefightingforherlifetoo,Godwould

besounfairifheweretotakezenande.Thebaby



hasn'tevenreached2yearsoldbutshe'salready

fightingforherlife..

WherearetheDamnDoctors!We'vebeenherefor

hours!

Mamkhize:Herebabyhavesomewaterandstop

cryingtheywillbefine.

Me:Thanksma.

Itakethebottledwaterandgulpeditinonego.I

wipedmytearsandwenttothewindowagain.Ihave

tobestrong,Ihavetobestrongforthem theywill

needme.Bothofthem willpullthroughandtheywill

beokay!

TheTheatreDoorsopened,weGatheredaltogether

waitingfortheDoctor,helooksdrainedandworried.

Iam scaredtoevenaskquestion.

Doctor:MsomiFamily?

Mom:Yes..

Doctor:OkayIhavebothGoodNewsandBadNews!.

Herewego,wenotinthemoviescanthismantell



uswhat'swrong.

Me:Canyoupleasetalk,wewanttoknow what's

wrong!WearealreadystressedsopleaseDoctor.

Henodshishead,heunderstandourfrustrations.

Doctor:TheBabyPulledthrough,shewillbesentto

theIntensiveCareUnit(ICU).Shehasabrokenleg

andfracturedarms,shewillbefineshe'sstruggling

tobreathonherownbutwewillgivehertheoxygen

tillshewakesup.

Mom:Soshewillbefine?

Doctor:Yesma'am.

That'stheGoodNews,whataretheBadNews?

Me:Whatabouthermother?

Doctor:Wearestillbusywithhermother,Awindow

glass wentthrough herchest,we managed to

removeitbutthereapiecesofGlassesthatwent

throughher

Coronaryarteriesandtheirbranchesrunningalong

thesurfaceoftheheart.Soweareinneedofa

cardiologisttooperatebeforetheglasspiecesmove



intotheheart!.

Me:CanyoupleaseexplaininsimpleEnglish?

Dad:HemeansthattheGlassesaremovingtothe

heart,theyarenexttotheheartifthepiecesmanage

togothroughtheheartYothandowon'tmakeit!.

What?Tearsflowing,Ican'tbestrongatthispoint.

Me:Doctorpleasedowhateveryoucantosaveher.

Doctor:WearewaitingfortheCardiologisttocome

andoperate,butwearemonitoringtheglasses.

Mkhize:WhattypeofHospitalisthis?Whythere'sno

Cardiologist?

Doctor:Theyareoperatingintheotherwards,Today

isbusy.

Dad:IwillmakeacalltoourCardiologistatGroote

SchuurHospital.

Me:Pleasedaddyhurryup!.

Hegoestomakethatcall.Isinkinthefloor,thisis

nothappeningnoitcan'tbehappening..

They strolla bed outofthe Theatre it's Baby



Zenande.

Me:Wherearetheytakingher?

Doctor:TotheIntensiveCareUnitma'am.Shewillbe

monitoredeveryhour!.

Mkhize:WewillCallMediclinictocomeandfetch

her,shewillrecoversoonontheircare.

Doctor:AlrightSir.

Hegoesbacktothetheatre,IfollowBabyZenandeI

needherandIneedtoseeher.

Me:CanIseeherNurse?

Nurse:Iam sosorryma'am butyoucan't.

Me:PleaseIneedtoseeher,Ihavetoseeherjust

for1minute.I'm beggingyou.

Nurse:Okayplease,for1minute.

Inod and make my way in,she's Laying there

lifelesslyshe'ssosmallinthatbed.There'sbruises

on herface she doesn'tlook like my beautiful

Zenande.IkissherbandagedForehead.

Me:Iloveyousomuchbaby,you'reonestrongbaby.



You have faughtforyourselfbabyyou're strong,

pleaseremainstrongformeI'm givingup.Ihaveno

strengthnowbabypleasebestrong.Iloveyousoso

much!

Ikissheronelasttime.Thenwentout,Iwalkedto

theparkinglotthisistoomuchforme.Noloosing

Yothandoisnotanoption.

Ifeelstronghandsonmywaist,IknowthisCologne.

HeturnsmearoundandIcryinhisarms,hisarms

arealwayshomeforme.

Me:I'm scaredZithulele,i'm scared.Ican'tlooseher

tooIjustcan't.Thisishurtingme,myheartcan't

takethis.

Zithu:Iknow SthandwaSam,butyouhavetobe

strong forher.You arealwaysso strong,you've

alwaysbeenthereforher.

Me:Iknowbutnotthistimearound,I'm weakzithu.I

can'ttakethisanymoreIjustcan't.Ineedsomeone

totellmethisisalladream tome.

Zithu:Shewillbefineokay?Nowwipeyourtearsall

willbewell.



Me:I'm sohungry,Ilastatearound1pm.

Zithu:Let'sgo to theHospital'sCafeto getyou

somethingtoeat.

Me:I'm inneedofChickenLickenwings.

Zithu:sincewearenexttoyourcar,let'sgofora

DrivethruorisitFlythru?

Ichuckle,hestillmakesmesmile.

Igivehim thecarkeys,heopenedthedoorforand

wenttothedriver'sside.

Zithu:DamnyourCarsmellslikeyou!

Me:Badsmell?

Zethu:Yousmellsweet,sowomanly.Ilovetheway

yousmell,soIdon'tmindbeinghere.

Me:Yeah.

Zithu:Theflowers

Me:Don'tmentionthem,I'm notinthemoodofthat

Dineo.OnethinkIwilltellyouisthatIdon'tlikeher

anddon'ttrusther.



Zithu:Don'tworryIhaveherfollowed,ifshe'supto

nogoodIwillhandleher.You'resafeIpromiseyou.

Me:Whyareyouevenstringingthisgirlanyways?

Zithu:WhyareyouwiththatDude?

Me:ThatDudeisNkosinayeandhe'smyfriendnot

boyfriend.

Zithu:Soyounotdating?

Me:Nowenot!Pleasedrivefast.

Ilookatthewindow ignoringhim.Hepressedplay

onmyplaylist'Greatestshowman-NeverEnough'

played.

Iclosedmyeyesandlistenedtothesong.

"I'm tryingtoholdmybreath

Letitstaythisway

Can'tletthismomentend

Yousetoffadream withme

Gettingloudernow



Canyouhearitechoing?

Takemyhand

Willyousharethiswithme?

'Causedarlingwithoutyou

Alltheshineofathousandspotlights

Allthestarswestealfrom thenightsky

Willneverbeenough

Neverbeenough"

I'm tryingtoholdandbestrongbutIcan'thelpbut

Cry.ZithuleleswitchoffthemusicandHoldmyhand

sincehe'sdriving.

Wemakeoutwaytothehospital,Ihaven'ttouched

thewings.Idon'tevenhavetheAppetitenow.

Zithu:YouneedtoeatSthandwaSam.

Me:ButIdon'thaveanAppetite.

Zithu:Youhavetobestrong,youneedtoeatplease.

Me:Okay!



Itakethetakeawayandate,he'slookingatmeasI

am eating.It'snotmyfirsttimeeatinginfrontofhim

buthe'sjustmakingmeshy

Me:Pleasestopstarring.

Zithu:Ican'thelpit,you'rebeautiful.

Me:Iknow,butthankyou.Pleasestopstarringnow.

Helaugh.Andhetakesouthisphone.

WemakeourwaytotheWardholdinghands,but

that'shisideait'sasifI'lljustrunawayfrom him.

The stares thatwe are getting from ourfamily

members,itseemslikewewillsaying."Heyfamily,

wewillbegetting married soon".Theyarebusy

smiling.

Me:DaddyistheDoctorhere?

Dad:Yesbabyhe'swithYothandoRightnow.

Me:Willshebefine?

Dad:Wedon'tknowbutshe'sinaverycriticalstate

it's50/50chancessowemusthavehopethatshe

willpullthrough



Me:Shewillpullthrough,she'sstrongenoughtodo

that.

Dad:Iknowbaby,nowcometodaddy!.

Ihughim,heremindsmeofmyveryownFather.

He'sindeedagreatmanandanAmazingfatherto

me,YothandoandtheTwin.ThebestGrandfatherto

Zenande.

Afterhugging him,Iwentand seatnextto my

motherwhoseemslikeazombie.Sheisn'ttaking

thiswellatall.Iknow mymothershe'soneofthe

mostemotionalwomanoutthere.Shemayseem

strongbutshe'sveryweakandemotionalandthis

situationsisnotdoingheranygood.

Me:AllwillbewellMama,trustmeallwillbewell.

Wewillcomeoutfrom this,thiswillpasstoo.

Mom:Ican'tjustloosemychild,shecan'tleaveus

Nana.

Me:Iknowmommyshewillcomebacktous,she's

strong.Weareyourstrongdaughtersright?Thistoo

shallpass.



Mom:ThankyouNana,thankyou.

ShehugsmeandIhugherbacktightlytoo.Icould

feelthewetnessonmyShouldershe'scryingandI

can'thelpbutshareateartoo.Ithurtstoseemy

mothercry..

Weallstoodupaswenoticedthatthedoctorsare

comingourway.Thereare2maledoctorand1

femaledoctor.

I'm holdingonmymothertightly.

Dad:Hanswhat'sthefeedback?

DoctorHans:uhm DoctorDyantyi,I'm sorryshe

didn'tmakeit.Wetriedtosaveherbutitwasalready

late,theglasseshavealreadybeenonherheart.

Me:Noitcan't!NoNoshe'sgoingtobefineshehas

tobefine.Heckshewillbefine

Doctor:Iam deeplysorryma'am!Wetriedallwe

coulddo.

Thescramsandtears,mom hasfaintednexttome.

Irantothetheatreshe'scovered,I'm fightingwith

thedoctorsthiscan'thappentoher.



"Noooo.Shecan'tleaveme!.Shehavetocome"Iam

screamingontopofmylungs.

Me:Youkilledher.Youcouldn'tsaveher.Whattype

ofdoctorsareyou!

Isinktothefloorcrying,thisisoneofthethingsI

neverwishevenformyworstenemy.Shecan'tleave.

"SthandwaSam everythingisgoingtobefine,Shh

don'tcry"

I'm crying in his arms,this is nothappening.

Someonepleasewakemeupfrom thisentiredream.

Ineedtowakeup.Yothandoisstillalive,heckshe's

fine.BabyZenande.

Me:ZithuleleZenande.BabyZenande.

Ipulled outofZithu's Grip and ran down the

corridors.

"Zenande!Zenande"I'm shoutingandscreamingher

name.

ZithuholdsmebackandIcan'twigglemyself.

"Pleasesedateher"Ihearavoice.



Ifeelapainonmyarm,they'vejustinjectedme.I

slowlyloosemygripfrom holdingZithulele.Iclose

myslowly.

"Zenandeee"

.

.

Imaypostinsert36Lateron.IfIgetthechanceto

type.

Enjoy

THIRTYSIX

I'm Lookingatmyselfinthemirror,I'm Dull.There's

nolifeinme.Ifixthedress.TodayistheDayWe're

layingYothandoinpeace.2weekslaterandIhaven't

healedfrom herdeath.Thishasbeenoneofthe

longest2weeksever.Mymotherisn'tevencopingat

all,I'm strongforher.I'm alsothestrengthofour

FriendshipAzoleandGigitooarenotcoping.

Icheckmyphoneandgothroughmyemailsagain.



"MsYMsomi

WewouldlovetoletyouknowthatJ&G'sGlamour

boutiqueLovesyourdesignsandwouldliketowork

with you.Please byMondayreportto ourhead

courtersinV&AWaterfrontThankyou"

Ihad thisemaila weekago.Istole Yothando's

Designs and sent them the designs for the

competitiontheyhad,shewonandherdesignswere

thebest.NowhowwillIsharesuchnewtoherwhen

she'snotevenhere?Itwasherdream tobeawell

known Designerand now when herdream were

starting to come true death took her so

unexpectedly.Deathdonotbeproud.

"Hey!areyouready?"

Me:Yeah,thankyouforbeinghereforme,itmeans

alottome.

Zithu:AnythingforyouSthandwaSam!

Hehugsmeandgivemepeckonmyforehead.He's

mystrength,he'sbeenherewithmeallthetime.He

wouldmakesureIsleepbeforeleaving,everydayhe

isherewithme.



Zithu:Everythingwillbefine,thisshallpasstoo.

You'vebeenstrongatthebeginningthisistheend

youhavetobestrongtoo.

Me:Yeah,thisiswhatYothandowould'vewanted.

Zithu:Nowwearthedoek,itwillsuityou.

Hetookthedoekandgiveittome.

Me:butIwantedtheweavenodoek.

Zithu:mamayou'llbebeautiful.

Me:OkayfineZithulele,fine.

Helaughsthekissme,afterafewminuteshepulled

out.

Zithu:I'llseeyouintheservice,I'llbeoutsidewith

menifyouneedme!.

Inod,Ipecksmylipsandleave.TotellyouthetruthI

don'tevenknowwhat'shappeningbetweenhim and

I,Idon'tknow whetherwe'recoming orgoing.I

haven'theardnorseenDineosincethatDayatClub

Iris.

"HeybabesyoulookBeautiful"



Me:HeyLoves.Youtwolookamazing.

It'smy2Sisters,theyarebothwearingallblack,Gigi

iswearingadoekjustlikeme.ThankstoZithuleleI

looksobeautiful.

Azole:Howareyouholdingup?

Me:Good,andyou?

Gigi:It'sbeentoughguysnolies,it'sbeenoneofthe

longest2weeks.Buttodaywe'relayinghertorestin

peace.

Azole:You've been strong Nahiko,Imean you

handledallthefuneralpreparations,everythingand

youarestillstanding.

Me:Someonehadtobestrong!

There are church women in the lounge,they've

startedwiththeWomenService.I'm gratefulthat

theyare here,Imean lastnighttheywere here

attendingNightVigil,andit's8am inthemorningand

they have started with the service.We were in

Gugulethumainhouse,eventhoughwemovedout

wedidn'tsellthehousenorrentitout.Wepassby



andgotoYothando'sroom wheremom'sat,she's

seatingonthemattress.Sheisnotcopingatall,this

tookatrollonher.

Ihughertightly.

Me:Everythingwillbefine,we'vesolderedonthat

provesthatwearestrongandthisshallpasstoo.

Mom:I'm GratefulthatGodgaveyoumychild,you're

suchablessing.Thankyouforhandlingeverything.

Me:Iknow,I'm hereandalwayswillbehereforyou!.

Gigi:Ifitwasuptome,uwould'vebrokendowna

long time ago.Iwouldn'tbe able to hold itall

together.

Me:Oneofushadtobestrong.Mamalet'sgotothe

service.

Shestoodup,she'slookingbeautiful,wearingalong

velvetblackdress.Shehasadoekandascalfonher

shoulders.

Wemakeourwaytothelounge,thechurchwomen

aresinging.Weseatrightinfrontofthecasket,this

isit.ThisishappeningYothandohasleftusandit's



coming to reality thatshe's no more.My heart

breaksintopeaces.Thisisbringsnothingbutapain

inmyheart.Eventhestrongestpeopleintheworld

toohastheirbreakingpoint,andrightnowIfeellike

breakingjusttoletitsinkthatshe'snomore,she's

nevercomingagain.

The women are preaching and singing this is

happeningbutmymindisveryfaraway.Mymind

hasdriftedtothehappymemoriesI'vesharedwith

Yothando,sincechildhoodtillthedaysheleftus.If

thisiswhatitfeelsliketolosesomeonesodearto

methenIdon'twanttofeellikethis.Thisisdoesn't

feelrightithurts.

DaddybeingthepastorandtheotherMencame

inside,totaketheserviceoutside.

It'stimetoview theBody,I'm shaking.Assoonas

weview thebodywewillheadtothetentoutside.

My Motheris unable to controlherself.Itake

Zenandefrom AuntVuyiswadaddy'ssister.

MotherlookatmeandtakesZenande.

Mom:Namisababythisisyourmother,Iwantyouto



lookathershe'snevercomingback.Lookatherfor

thelasttime.

ShefallsdownalmosthurtingZenandeonherleg.

Shehasacementon.ZithuleletakesZenandefrom

mom andhelpsmymotherup.Ican'tevenholdthe

tears.ThisiswhatIwasscaredof.ItellAzoleand

Gigitogopassme.Watchingthem crybreaksmy

heartImakeaturntogettothetentIcan'tdothis.I

bumpintoZithulele.

Zithu:Mamapleasegoandseeher,you'llbefine.

Hetakesmyhand,andwewalktohercasket.There

sheislookingsopaleandstillbutstillbeautiful.I

can'tholdmyself,Iletascream.Doesdeathhaveto

hurtuslikethis?

IwenttothetentwiththehelpofZithuleleI'm sure

he'stiredtoo.

Iseatnexttomymotherandrestedmyheadonher

lap.Thisissopainful,hercasketistakenouttothe

tentafterthewholefamilyandclosefriendshas

seen her.The service carried on Ihave baby

Zenandeonmylap.Dearbabydoesn'tevenknow



what's happening.She's been saying mama to

everyone.

I'm holdinghandswithZenande,she'sjustbeautiful.

IlookatthebackandInoticeLwando.Ohhellno,he

hasgutstocomehereatotalliver.

IplaceZenandeontopofMotherandwenttothe

back.

Itake his hand,justto avoid eyes and ruining

Yothando'slastservice.

Me:Whatareyoudoinghere?

We'renow2housesawayfrom thetent.

Lwando:I'm sorryNahiko,IpromiseIdidn'tmean

anyofthattohappen!

Me:Whydidyoustringheralong?Didyoueverlove

her?

Lwando:Yothandowastheloveofmylove,Iloved

hersomuch.I'm hurtpleaseallowmetopaymylast

respect.

Me:Youneverrespectedherwhenshewasstillalive,

she'snomorebecauseofyou.Haveyouneverdone



whatyoudid,shewouldbeherewithus!Andyour

childwouldn'thavebrokenlegsandbruisedarmsat

suchayoungage.

Lwando:Pleasefinditinyourhearttoforgiveme

Nahiko,pleaseIjustwanttobethere.

Me:I'm sosorrybutIhateyousomuch,Ihateyou

witheachandeveryfibreofmybody.Ican'tstand

you,Idon'twanttoseeyourfaceever!Youkilledher

Dammit,youKilledher.She'snomoreandthat's

becauseifyou.Iblameyou,IblameyouLwando.I

hateyousomuch,thatseeingyoubringsnothing

butsorrowsandrage!Ihateyouwillallofme,damn

you'reaMurder.Ihopeyoulivewiththefactorthat

youkilledsomeonefortherestofyourlife.Iwish

youluck!

Iwipedmytears,someofthepeopleinthestreet

whowereattendingthefuneralwerelookingatus.

"SthandwaSam pleasedon'tdothis"

Me:HemustleaveZithuleleIdon'twanthim here!

Isaidthatwalkingpasthim goingtothetent,my

moodisruinednow.SeeingLwandobroughtback



thepainthatIwanttoforget,thereasonmysisteris

nomore.TheProgram DirectorcallsoutforGigito

talkonbehalfofthestuffwheresheworkedat.As

thepeopleweresingingshestoodupandwentto

thefront,she'stryingtobestrongbutIcanseethat

shewantstobreakdown!

Gigi:Igreatyouallinthewonderfulnameofthelord.

Yothando was mybestFriend and a Colleague.

Yothandowastheheartofthecompanyweworked

for,wewerebothreceptionist.Shewouldsmileeven

onthedaysshe'snotherselfbutshewouldsmile.

Sheusedtolaughallthetime,shewastheperson

who'salwaysputherheartout.Whenshe'ssador

doesn'tlikesomethingshetellyou,andshetells

truth as it.She was greatand she was a very

beautifulsoul.

Sheleftthepulpitandandcametositdown,Iknow

there'salotshehadtosaybutshecouldn'tbecause

shewascrying.Mymotherdoesn'twanttocomeup

andtalkrepresentingthefamily.SoIhavetobeup

andtalkasafamily.

Me:Igreetyouallinthenameofourwonderfullord



amen.WhenwewereyoungDadusedtocallus

NanaandYoyobeforehepassedon,weneverloved

beingcalledlikethatbuthewasourfatherandwe

respectedhim.Iam theoldest,eventhoughIwas

oldby2months,iwouldalwaysremindherthatIam

olderthanher,growingupYothandowastheshy,

nonspokenandlessconfidence.Sheusedtoget

bulliedatschoolandwhenIfoundthatallofthat

was happening Ishielded her,Iprotected and I

foughtforher.Iprotectedherinalotofthings,some

shewasn'tevenawareIprotectedherinthingsthat

destroyedmeIwasdoingwhatanybigsisterwould

do.10yearsbeingawayfrom herwehell,Iwas

thinking abouther,onhow she'sholding up and

how'sshe'sholdingup.Butshewasstrong,coming

backherewastofulfillourdreams,wehaddreams

thatweweresocloseinfulling.Wemadepromises

that we will attend each other's Graduations,

Weddings, baby showers, Labour pains, baby

deliveranceandanniversaries.Funeralwasneverin

ourdreams,shehad3monthslefttoGraduateand

fulfilloneofoutdreams.Shewasmycheerleaderon

myGraduationday,Iwantedtoscream ontopofmy



lungswhenshereceiveshercertificate.Aguessall

thatwasdream andIhadtowakeup.Suchahumble

andsweetsoul,averyoppositeofme.I'm hurtthat

shewon'tbethereforme,Iwon'tbeseeingher

Prettyface.RestinpeacebeautifulButterflyloveyou

somuch.

Iplacedmyhandonhercasket,andplaceditonmy

heart.Isatdownwithaveryheavyheart.

Theservicecontinued.

WewereintheGraveyard,finallyrestingherinpeace.

Itwastimeforhercaskettogodown,andafamily

tothrowthesoilonit.Iplacedthesoildownonher

casket.

Hercasketrolleddown,IranthereIcouldn'thelpbut

gowithher.

Me:Yothandoo!Yoyo!!!

Menweretryingtostopmeastheyweregoingto

dig.

Thisishurtingme..Isatdownonthegravel.

Me:Whyyoyo?Whyareyoudoingthistome?What



didIdowrongwhydidyouleave!!.

Iletoutascream.

Me:Ithurts here,ithearts rightatmyheart,I

would'vegivenyoumyheartifthiswasgoingtobe

thispainful.Whyyoyo?WhyYothando!Whyyy!

Iletoutaloudscream,IwanttoletitalloutsothatI

canacceptthefactthatshe'snomore!Iwantherto

holdmeonelasttime,givemethatcomfortablehug

shealwaysgivesme.

Whydoesthishavetohurtthismuch?Myheartcan't

takethis,Ijustcan'ttakethisanymore!

.

.

SorrytopostverylateIwasbusy.

30+comments,mentionfriendsandpleaselike.

Enjoy

THIRTYSEVEN



Iwoke up with a heavy Headache,and feeling

nauseousImakearuntothebathroom Ithrew up.

It'sbeen2weeksafterYothando'sburial.Idon't

know how I'm feeling butI'm moving on.Ihave

Charmaineatmycorner,wheneverIfeelhelpher

office is notfarfrom mine thathelps to have

someonetotalkto.TheGirls,Mymotherandthe

Twins also attend therapy because Yothando's

suddendeathtookastrollonthem too.Butthese2

weekshavebeenalongride,we'readjustingtothe

factthatshe'snomoreandshewon'tbecoming

backtousbutShewillforeverbeinourhearts.I

stumbleuponthechestofdrawerslookingformy

Painkillers!

Idon'tfind them,Idon'tknow whetherI'm still

drowsyorwhat.Idecidedtotakeashowertheneat.

It'sFriday,oneofthedaysthataremyfavourite.I

know I'vesaidthatI'm soeagertoworkbutYho,

workistoomuchIcryeverydaythatIevenopted

thatmakeupisnotanoptionlisteningtodifferent

storiesfrom kids,Youthandyoungadultsstories

thatbreaksandbrokethem.I'm thankfulaboutone



thinginallofthat,I'm thankfulthatI'm stillstanding

and helping them to the healing journey brings

nothingbutJoyinmyheart.IdecidedthatIwantto

beasunflowertoday,soYellowdresswillbeperfect.

Iworethedressand heels.Iwentdownstairs,I

mademyselffruitsaladwithplainyoghurt.It'sbeen

myfavouritethesedays!

Aftereating,Icheckforthepainkillers.Icouldn'tfind

them,Ihadthem Ihaven'tdrankanypainkillersfora

longtimeago,ifoundMorningAfterPillsinstead.

Wait,OhMyGod!NoNo,Irandownstairsandtook

my phone,check my Periods Calendar Iwas

supposedtohavemyperiods2weeksback.Ibite

mynailsinfrustration,nothiscan'tbe.Itakemycar

keys them drove to the nearestPharmacy and

boughtPregnancyTests.

IDriveback,andIdoallthenecessities.I'm pacing

upanddown,howcanIbethisstupid.ThatTuesday

NightIspentwithZithuleleinthemorningItooka

showerthentookpills,IthoughtIdrankMorning

afterpills butdrank Painkillers instead.No this

cannothappen,Idon'twantanyofthistohappen.



Afterseemslikeanhourfightingwithmyselftakea

lookatallthe10pregnancytests.

Isatdownindefeat,thiswasn'thappeningtome.

1month5dayspregnant,Idon'ttrusttheseatall.

IdrivetoCenturyCity,IhavetoseeDrSkeyi.Mama's

friend she's a great gynaecologist she was

Yothando'sgynaecologist.

It'sstillinthemorning,andthere'strafficsodriving

tocenturycityseemstotakelongerthanexpected.

IputmyphoneonBluetoothandIcallCandywho's

ourreceptionistatthecentre.

Candy:Stephan'srehabilitationandtherapycentre

howmayIhelpyou?

Me:Candyit'smeNahiko,pleasecancelmymorning

sessionwithMrsDyantyiandscheduleitforlateron,

i'm runninglate.

Candy:Okayma'am Iwilldothatrightnow

Me:ThankYou!.

Iprayandhopethatshe'sdoesn'thaveapatientor

anappointmentcoming!.Iparkmycar,thenmade



myoneinsideherpractise.It'sbeautifulsmallbut

verybeautiful,I'm sureshejuststarted.

Me:HelloI'm NahikoMsomi,isDoctorSkeyiin?.

Receptionist:Yesma'am she'sin,doyouhavean

appointment?

Me:OhnoIdon'thaveany,isshebusy?

Receptionist:Shehasanappointmentin15minutes.

Me:PleasecallherandtellherthatNahikoMsomiis

here!

Receptionist:Okay.

Shecallsher.

Receptionist:Youmaygothrough.

Me:Thankyou.

Irushtoheroffice.

Skeyi:Nahikoit'ssogoodtoseeyou!I'm sorryabout

yoursister,mycondolences.Iwasoutoftown,I

would'veattendedtheFuneral.

Me:It'sokay,shehadadescentFuneral.



Skeyi:Andyouareglowing,it'sbeenalongtime

sinceIsawyou.

Itwasmymother'sweddingwhenIsawher.

Me:Yeahit'sbeenalongtime,Icameherebecause

ofsomethingveryimportant.

Skeyi:Isitthesideseffect?Itoldyounottotake

injection,butbirthcontrolpillseveryday.

Me:It'snotaboutthat,IthinkI'm pregnantandthese

pregnancytestssayI'm pregnant.

Iplacetwopregnancytestontopofthetable.

Skeyi:Whenlastdidyouhavesex?

Me:Amonthandsomefewdaysago.

Skeyi:Wasitprotectedsex?

Me:Nowedidn'tuseanyprotection.

Skeyi:Doyouknowthatexceptpregnancythereare

STIsandHIVthisisyourlifeNahiko.

Me:ItrustthepersonI'vehadsexwithhe'sclean.

Okayam Iconvincingmyselforwhat?It'sbeen2



yearsZithulelenotbeinghere,hecomesbackwith

Dineo.Dineoisaslayqueensheusedtosleepwith

differentMen.OhmyGod.

Skeyi:I'lldoanothertest.ApregnancytestandHIV

test.

Hegivesmeacuptopeeon.Iwenttothetoiletthen

tookmyurinetoher.

ShedippedthestickinsidetheurineandputIton

theside..

Shetookaneedleandtooksomebloodfrom my

middlefingerandplaceditonsomestickthing.She

toldmeiftherearetwolinesi'm HIVpositive.She

keptonyappingandyappingaboutbeingHIV,and

thatit'snottheendoftheworlditwasjusttoomuch

andIzonedoutthinkingabouttheworstpossibilities

thatI'llbefacing.

"Congratulationsyou'regoingtobeamotherand

you'reHIVnegative"

ThankGodI'm stillfine.

Skeyi:I'llsetup an appointmentforyourfirst



checkup.NowIwantyouto gothebedandI'lldoa

checkuponyourbaby.

Inod,Iwenttothebed.Shepulledupmydressto

haveanaccesstomystomach.Shewipeditwitha

wipefirstthenSmearedaverycoldgel.

Skeyi:Thebabyisstilladot,it'ssosmall.Youreally

arepregnantandyouandthebabyarestillokay..

ShegavemeawipeandIwipedmystomachthen

pulledmydressdown.

IgotofftheBed.

Skeyi:HerearetheVitaminsyouhavetotakedaily,if

you run outofthem buy them in yournearest

pharmacy.Onceagaincongratulations.

Me:Thankyouiguess,

Skeyi:BabyZenisgoingtobeabigsistersoon.

Ismilethinkingaboutmybabygirl,ohandTodayis

FridaythatmeansI'm havingheratmyplace.Ihave

togoandfetchher.

Idrivetoparklands,mymindisnothereoneminute

it'sherethenextisgone.Ihavetotellmymother



thatshe'sgoingtobeagrandmotheragain.Idon't

know how tofeel,thisbabyissounplannedand

unexpected.Heorshecameattheverywrongtime,

Idon'tknowwhat'shappeningbetweenZithuleleand

I.Ihaven'tseenDineoisaverylongtime,butshe's

notstaying with Zithulele maybe she's back in

Jo'burgIdon'tknow.TellingZithuleleaboutthis?

Notanytimesoon,Idon'twanthim herewithme.He

willbefussingoverthisbaby,he'swishhascome

true.

Iparkinmyparkingspot,Itookmyhandbagthen

lockedthecar.

Me:HeyCandy,didyouschedulemysession?

Candy:yesidid,you'refreeafterlunchIscheduled

herafterlunch.

Me:Alrightthank.

IwalkedtomyofficeandsatdownonmyChair.

"Youlookhorrible,everythingfine?"

Me:HeyCharms,yeseverything isokayI'm just

drainedandtired.



Charmaine:Youknow I'm yourpersonaltherapist,

andyourotherMotherIknowyoulikeabackofmy

hands.

Sheclosedthedoorandsatdownlookingatmeand

waitingformetotellhersomething.

Me:I'm pregnant.

Charmaine:Youjokingright?

Me:IsowishIwasjoking!.

Isighed.

Charmaine:wowsoyou'regoingtobeamother,and

youarenothappy!

Me:Ididn'tplanthisatall,iknowitwillsoundcrazy

butinsteadofdrinkingMorningafterpillsIdrank

painkillers.Ineverintendedtohaveababyatthis

stageofmylife.

Charmaine:AndtheBabyDaddy?How willhefeel

aboutthis?Won'theblameyouandfeeltrapped?

Me:It'sZithulele,hewillbesohappyandIdon'teven

wantto seehisface.Hisdream wasformeto

Graduate,getmarriedandhavekids.Sohisdreams



camethrough.IgraduatedandIhaveahumanbeing

growinginsideofme.

Charmaine:Maybeitwasmeanttobe,andwecan't

changefate.

Me:MaybeIdon'tknow.

Charmaine:Getyourselftogether,you'llbefineand

you'llmakeagreatmother.Zenwillbeabigsisterto

alittlebrotherorLittlesister!

Me:I'm notreadyatalltohave2girls.Nothisone

betterbeaBoyInsteadofagirl.

Charmaine:He willbe handsome,he's fatheris

handsomeandhismotherisaGorgeouslady.He

willturnhands!.

Ilaughatherstatement,am Ireadytobeamother

of2?

Charmaine:OkayIhaveapatientandIhavetoleave.

Me:Alrightnoproblem bye!.

Charmaine:Byemama..

Sheleftmethereonmyownthoughts,Iwenttothe



canteenboughtmyfavouritesBlueberrymuffinsand

Applejuice.I'm seatedinmyofficewhenmyphone

rang,itwasNkosinaye.

Me:Youarestillalive?

Nkosi:isthathowyougreetyourbestfriend?

Me:Icalledyouyesterday,thewholedayandyou

didn'tanswer!

Nkosi:Justbecauseof1day,justonedayyou're

madatme

Me:Ifyoutellmeavalidreasonwhyyoudidn't

answeryourphonethenI'llbelessangry.

Nkosi:Iwaswithmynew girlfriendthewholeday.

That'swhyyoucouldn'treachme.

Me:TellIhateher,howcouldshetakeyoufrom me?

Nkosi:Butshewantstoseeyouandmeetyou.

Me:CapeTowniswhereI'm atBaby,tellhertobe

here.

Nkosi:That'swhyi'm invitingyoutoalunchdate

tomorrowwithher.



Me:AreyouinCapeTownrightnow?

Nkosi:No,westillinDurbanwewillflytomorrow

morning.

Me:Alrightpleasebringprincess,wewillbehaving

lunchatmyplaceIwillcook.

Nkosi:AlrightthenIjustcan'twait.Itwillbemyfirst

timeeatingyourfoodI'm scared.

Me:Trustmeyou'llbearegularincapetown,you

mayevenconsiderto movethisside,justtoeatmy

food.

Nkosi:ThenIcan'tevenwait

Ilaugh.

Me:AlrightlookNkosimy2pm patientishereI'lltalk

toyoulater.

Nkosi:AlrightbyeIloveyou

Me:Iloveyoutoo.

Hedropsthecall..

It's5pm andI'm onmywaytoMontclair,I'm hereto

fetchZenande.TheTwinswerewithmelastweek



soit'smeandZenandethisweekend.

Me:Hellofamily!

"Mama,mama"Ihugmybaby.Shestillhascement

onherleg,shecan'trunnorwalkproperly.

Itakeherinmyarmsandkissedheralloverherface.

Daddy:Shemissedyou,thewholeweekshewould

standnexttothehoppingtoseeyou.

Me:Sothat'swhyIfoundherenexttothedoor?

Daddy:Yesthat'swhy!

Welaugh,IknewIsensedDramafrom thisprincess.

Mom:Heybaby.

Ihugher.

Me:Imissedyousomuch,wherearethetwins?

Mom:YouhaveAphoneyouwould'vecalledifyou

reallymissedme.Thetwinsaresleepingtheyhada

sportdaysotheyweretiredandwenttobedearly.

Me:Ohh,butmamayouknow I'm workingnow,I

havealotofpatientsandI'm alwaysbusy,butIdo



callwhenI'm notbusy,don'tmakemeabadchild.

Mom:Youcallyourparentseveryday,nomatterhow

tiredyouarecallevenifit'sfora3-5minutesyou

won'tdie.

Me:Yes ma'am I'lltake thatinto mind.I'llcall

everyday.

Mom:That'sgood,pleasegoandtakeZenande's

bagonherroom anddrivebacktoyourhouse.I

wantyoutobesafe.

Ever since Yothando's death,mother is being

paranoidaboutdrivingatnight,shedoesn'tlikeitifI

driveatnight.ShewouldsayImusttakeanUber

insteadifdriving.

Me:BeforeIgoIhavesomethingtotellyou

Mom:Whatisit,youarescaringme.

Iplaywithmyhands,andbitingmynailsthisisnot

aseasyasIanticipated.

Mom:Iknowwhenyoubiteyournailsandplaywith

yourhandsyouhavedonesomethingwrong.What

haveyoudoneNahiko?



Me:I'm sorryIdidn'tplanitatall,itwasapure

mistakeyounowhowcourteousIam.

Mom:UmithiNahiko?[AreyoupregnantNahiko?]

Ilookdown..

Me:EweMama.[Yesmother]

Sheclapherhandsonce!

Mom:Who'sthefather?BecausethelasttimeIfI

remembercorrectlyyouweresingle.

Me:It'sZithulele.

Sheheavesasighofrelief,wassheholdingher

breath?ShetaughtIsleptaroundmaybe?

Mom:Howfarareyou?

Me:Onemonth,5days.

Mom:IwilltellyouexactlywhatItoldYothando.I'm

disappointedyesbutyou'reoldenoughnow,youcan

makeyourowndecisionbutIwould'velovedtosee

youbeinganindependentwoman,work,andlivelife

to thefullestIwished thatforyoubutwecan't

changedestinyandfate.I'm happyforyou,haveyou



toldZithulele?

Me:NoIhaven'ttoldhim,andIwon'ttellhim tillI

feellikeI'm readytotellhim.

Mom:SoIhavetohideittomyfriendMamkhize?

Me:Yesmama,please.

Mom:Okayfine!

Me:Thankyou.Letmeleave.

ImadesureZenandeiscomfortableonthecarseat

andIdrovetomyplace.

Whatthehellishedoinghere?Iparknexttohiscar,

wheredoesZithulelehavekeystomyplace?

"Whatareyoudoinghere?"

Zithu:Sawubonamama,helloprincess.

ThistraitorthatI'm carryingwiggleherselffrom me

andwenttoZithulele,IfeelbetrayedbyZenande.

Theyarebusytalkingandlaughing,Ileavethem

downstairsandwentupstairs,thankGodIhadall10

pregnancytestsonmyBag.Itookashowerthen

woremypyjamas.



Ijoinedthem inthelounge.

Me:Whatareyoudoingherezithulele?

Zithu:Imissedyou,soIthoughtIcancome.

Me:Wheredidyougetmykeystomyhouse

Zithu:Thatdoesn'tmatter,Icookedareyouhungry?

Ilookedathim indisbelief.

Me:Thankyouforcooking,butyouarenotsleeping

here!

Zithu:I'm heretobondwithmybabyandhermother

isthatsomethingwrong.

Me:PleasegoanddishupforusZithulele.

Zithu:Haibowhyme?

Me:Whocooked?

Hedidn'tsayanything.

Me:GivemeZenande.

HegavemeZenande,andwenttothekitchen.He

camecarryingplatesthathaveacreamysampand

beefstew.



Me:I'm agoodteacher,lookhowyoumasteredthis

meal.

Zithu:Youarethebestcooker,butyoudamnLazy!

Ilaughedathim.

Weeat,whilechattingwithhim andZenandetalking

too.She'ssuchabigmouthandshe'sturning2

yearsnextmonth.AndZithulele?OneminuteIwant

him outofherdandonemomentIwanthim here.

Zithu:Goodnight.

Me:Goodnight.

He kissed me and sleeping zenande on our

foreheads.Hewillbesleepingintheguestroom.

Afterafunnightofplayingdollhousebecauseof

ZenandeandwewatchedcartoonswhichIloveand

enjoy,Zithulelewantedtobeoutofherebutitold

him toremainandwatch.Hehavetopractice,he

hasachildcominghemustknowtheinsandouts.

.

.
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THIRTYEIGHT

Iwokeup,thenrantothebathroom ithrew up.I

washedmyfacethenwentdownstairs,Zenandewas

notinbedsoI'm sureshe'swithZithulele.

Me:Goodmorning.

Zithu:Morning,Ididn'tmakebreakfastprincessand

Iatecereal.

Me:It'sokayI'llhavemyfruitsalad.

IatemyfruitsaladwhilewatchingSoccerhighlights.

Me:Youthinkthisisyourhousenow,youhaveto

leaveIcan'tbewatchingsocceratmyplace.

Zithu:You'restillabully?Iwaswatchingbeforeyou

camedown,somadam eatyourfoodinpeace.

Irolledmyeyes,he'ssoannoying.

Myphonerangit'sNkosinaye.



Me:Hubbydearest!

Zithulelegavemeastare.

Nkosinaye:heywifey,wearehalfwaypackingand

wewillbeonourwaytotheairport.

Me:Alrightthanksforupdatingme,I'llstartwithmy

pots.Whenyou'reabouttodepartcallme.

Nkosinaye:AlrightIwilldothat.

Me:okay,youcarryonandI'llstartcooking.Seeyou

infewhours.

Nkosinaye:Surebye!

Idropthecall.

Zithu:Youexpectingsomeone?

Me:Yes,Nkosinayeandhisdaughter.Youhaveto

leave.

Zithu:areyouguysnotfriend?Whatwillhebedoing

here?

Me:That'snonofyourbusinessyouneedtoleave.

Zithu:PityI'm notgoinganywhere,I'llstay.



Me:You'resoAnnoyingargh.

Imademytothekitchen,whatam Icooking?Idon't

I'm puzzledIjustlookedatthefridgeandCupboards.

IwillmakeRoastedchickenwithmashedpotatoes&

gravyandsteamedgreenbeans, Butternut,Bean

salad,salmoncaesarsaladandshortribs.

I have company in the kitchen,Zithulele and

Zenande.Theyaremakingmyjobverydifficult.

Zithu:Younevercookedthismuchforme,oryou'll

bemeetingyourin-laws?

Me:Whydoyoucare?

Zithu:I'm justasking.

Me:Yes,Nkosinayeiscomingwithhisfamily.Now

willyoushutup!?

Zithu:I'm hungry!

Me:yityamnaZithulele![EatmeZithulele]

Hesmirksatme.

Zithu:Areyousure?

Me:mxxm you'resoannoying.



Imadethem asnack.

I'm donecookingnow,NkosinayeandherGirlfriend

haveborderedtheplane.

IcheckonmyChocolateHotFudgeCakeitlooksso

good.

Me:Zithuleledidyoubath?

Zithu:Yes,whyareyouasking?

Me:Iwantyououtofmyhousethat'swhy!

Zithu:IsaidI'm notgoing.

Me:Suityourself,pleasecleanupthekitchenwhileI

goandbathZenande.

Zithu:Andshedoesn'twantmeatherhouse.

Hesaidsarcastically.

Me:Justdothat.

ItookZenandeinmyarms,bathingherisamission

andahalfbutImanagedandfinished.Imadeher

wearherprincessdress,IcombedhercutelittleAfro.

She'ssobeautiful,she'smorelikehermother.



Iworemyflowereddress,andsandals.Icombedmy

hugeAfrotooandmadeabun,Ineedtodobraids

it'sbeenalongtimenowI'm tiresofwigs.

Itakeherhand,Zithuleleiswatchingsoccerdrinking

beer.Hereallythinkthisishishouse,thiskitchenis

spotless.Itakeaseatnexttohim.

Zithu:thisisbeautiful.

Me:What'sBeautiful?

Zithu:This.You,meandZenande.We'reafamily.

Me:Mhh.

Zithu:IwanttohaveafuturewithyouNahiko,Iwant

tohavekidswithyou.Morekids,5kids.Weneed4

kidsnowsincewealreadyhavePrincessZen.

Ilookathim,Idon'tknow whattosayIjustsmile.

ThankGodmyphonedecidedtoring.

Nkosinaye:We'reattheAirportpleasesendyour

address.

Me:Alrightthen,willsenditnow.

Idropthecall,thengavehim myaddress.



Zithu:Yourboyfriendiscoming?

Me:He'snotmyboyfriend,he'sabestfriend.

Zithu:mhhhh.

Hedoesn'tbelievemeatall,he'shurt.Hethinks

Nkosinayeismyboyfriend.

Me:He'scomingwithhisGirlfriendandachild.

Helooksatme,Iseereliefonhisface.Wewatch

SofiaTheFirst.

Me:Thisiswhatyou'llbesubjectedintowhenyou

havekids.Thisisthefirst.

Zithu:Idon'tmindbeingsubjectedtothisbullying,if

I'm havingyoubymyside.

Ismile athim,whydoeshe alwayshave to be

cheesy!

Zithu:Oneday,you'llbecarryingaboMkhize.

Hesaidbrushingmytummy,Igotbutterfliesinmy

stomach.

Me:StopitZithulele.



Zithu:butyoulikeit.

Me:WhosaidIlikeit?

Zithu:Youdon't?

Me:NoIdon't!

Zithu:You'rehurtingmyfeelingsrightnow.

Me:Idon'tcareaboutthat.

Zithu:you'resoheartless.

Me:SoI'vebeentold!

Zithu:Bywho?

Me:Nonofyourbusiness.

Helaughedatme.

Zithu:You'resuchasweetheart.

Ismilelookingathim.Nothiscannotbehappening.

Hiscoldlipsmeetmine,wekissforalongtime.The

lasttimewekissedwasthedaythischildthatI'm

carryingwasmade.

Wehearsmallgiggles.Wepullout,weforgotabout

Zenandewho'slaughingwithhersmallhandson



eyes.

Me:Youhavenoshameinfrontofachild.

Zithu:Youtoodidn'tstopmethough.

Me:Yeahwhatever.

Myentercom rang,there'ssomeoneattheGate,it's

Nkosinaye.IopentheGateforhim,he'sdrivinga

rentedcar.

Me:PleasebehaveZithulele.

Zithu:Yesmama.

Me:I'm serious.

Hesmile,nxwhydoeshehavetobethisgorgeous,

he'stooHandsome.

There'sanockatthedoor.Iwenttoopenthedoor

forthem.

Me:Heywelcometomysafeheaven.

Nkosinaye:It'sindeedheaven,youhaveabeautiful

Home.

Me:Thankyou.



Imoveslightlyforthem toenter,he'swithabeautiful

ladyandaverycuteandprettyyounggirl.

Wewalkthem tothelounge,theygreetZithuleleand

seatdown.

Zithu:HowareyoudoingMan?

Nkosinaye:I'm Goodman,andyou?

Zithu:I'm goodandyousisi?[Sister?]

Lady:I'm goodthanks.

Nkosinaye:Uhm thisismyGirlfriendBusisiwe.

Me:It'snicetomeetBusisiwe.

Busisiwe:It'snice to meetyou too,the Famous

Nahiko.

Me:am ithatfamous?

Busisiwe:You have no idea,Ieven thoughtnah

you'rethegirlfriendandtheBestfriendthingisalie.

Me:Toobad,iam thebestfriend.Ohandmeet

ZithuleleandmyBabyZenande.

Busisiwe:She'spretty,whathappenedtoherleg?



Me:shehadacaraccident,wantsomethingtodrink?

Nkosinaye:DoyouhaveBeer?

IlookedatZithulelewhogavemeastare,that'shis

beerhewillthrowafit.

Me:Yes,Busisiwe?

Busisiwe:Wineplease.

Me:Comingrightup.

1glassofwine,2beersand3Applejuice.Myheart

isbleedingthatI'm notdrinkingmywine,butI'm

doingitformyBaby.It'sstillearlyandIdon'twant

anyproblemswithmypregnancy.

Igavethem theirdrinks,andthekidsJuice.Ifeellike

akidtoo.

Busisiwe:Youdon'tdrinkalcohol?

Me:I'vejustdecidedtostopforafew months.I'm

detoxing.

Busisiwe:ohyeahIsee,isZithuleleyourBoyfriend?

IlookatZithulele,hewantstoknowtheanswertoo

he'slookingatmestraightintheeye!



Me:Yesheismyboyfriend.

Busisiwe:He'sHandsome.

Nkosinaye:HawuBaby!

Busisiwe:I'm justcomplimentingbabydon'tworry!

Zithulele:Wellthankyou.

Iwenttothekitchenandtookthecheesesticksand

cookies.Marshmallowsforthekids.Theyarebusy

watchingCartons,havingfun.

Me:SoBusisiwewhatdoyoudoforaliving?

Busisiwe:Iam a student,doing mylastyearin

Teaching.AndworkingatanOrphanageasafter

careteacher.

Me:That's wonderful,why orphanage though? I

meanyouwouldbehelpingmaybeinschools.

Busisiwe:It'sbecauseIgrew upthere,mymother

leftmeinfrontoftheorphanagedoorandnever

lookedback.Sotheorphanageissomethingclose

tomyheart.

Me:Ohwow,that'samazingandagreatthingtodo.



Busisiwe:Sowhatdoyoudoforaliving?

Me:I've justGraduated 2 months back,and I'm

workinginaRehabilitationandTherapyCentreasa

clinicalandmentalhealthpsychologist.

Babusisiwe:That's great,yho Iwish to be you,

graduateandgetajobaftermygraduation.

Me:Youhavetoworkhardmyloveitpaysoff.

Nkosinaye:AndwhataboutyouZithulele?Youdidn't

tellmewhatyoudoforaliving,youaskedmeon

thatnightoutwehad.

Zithu:Oh yeah,Iown a construction company,

Accountfirm,MarketingCompany.Ihavebranches

here,Durban,JohannesburgandPretoria.

Nkosinaye:MkhizeInc?

Zithulele:Yesthat.

Nkosinaye:Youarerulinginthebusinessworld.I've

heard abouttheMkhizeIncbutyou nevercame

across.

Zithu:Iam theUnderdog.



Nkosinaye:Youreallyareanunderdog.

Wetalkedmore,gettingtoknoweachother.

Busisiwehelpedmesetupthetablesothatwecan

eat.Idishedupforthekidsthenwenttogivethem

theirfood.Theywere stillglued up on the TV,

ZenandeisaMessmakerwhensheeats.SoI'llhave

tocleanuprightafterthem.

Idishedoutforus,andrefilledtheirglass..

Nkosinaye:mhhthistastesogood,mouthwatering.

Headofftoyou.

Busisiwe:Please share your recipe this is so

delicious.Zithuleleyou'realuckyman,brain,beauty

andacooker.

Zithu:Iam indeedaluckyman.

Nkosi:Justmarryhermanthat'sallyouneed.

Zithu:EyBafoI'm planningto

Busisiwe:hearthat,Nkosinayeain'tyouplanningto?

Nkosi:Givemetimebabe,I'llputaringonyour

finger.



The conversations were flowing,Zithulele is well

behaved Ithoughthe willhave a problem with

Nkosinayebuthe'scool,it'sallbecauseIsaidhe's

myboyfriend.

"Mama,mama"Ilookather,ohMyGoodnesswas

sheFoodpainting?Shehasfoodallover,onherface,

dress,andhair.Bothofthem actuallytheyhavefood

onthem.

Me:Letmetaketheseladiesandcleanthem up.

Busisiwecanyoupleasecleanupwheretheywere

eating,zithu willshow you where you'llgetthe

cleaningstuff.

Busisiwe:Alright.

ItaketheLadiesintothebathroom.Theyareboth

sleepyasIfinishcleaningthem up.Iputthem inbed

nakedasI'lldrycleantheirdresses.Icoverthem

withafleece,thesunissetting.

Afterhoursofhavingourguests,theyhadtogo

backtoDurbanNkosinayehadacrisissotheyhad

toboardaflighttoDurban.

Zenandeissleeping,shewokeuphungryIfedher



andshewentbacktosleep.I'm tiredtoo,Ijustwant

tosleep.

"Soyou'remygirlfriend?"

We'redoingfinaltouchesofcleaning,heishelping.

Me:No,Iwasjustsayingittomyfriendthat'sall.

Zithu:soyou'renotmyGirlfriend?

Me:Itdepends.

Zithu:Onwhat?

Me:Dineo,whereisshe?

Zithu:BackinJo'burg,ItoldherthatIcan'tstringher

alongknowingthatIdon'tloveher,IloveyousoI

toldhertomoveonwithherlife.

Me:Thatgirlisobsessedwithyou,helovesyou.

There'ssomethingwrongwithherIdon'ttrusthera

bit.Didsheagree?

Zithu:Yeah,sheagreedshehadnoproblem.Butif

shedosomethingtoyouthenIwilldealwithher.

Me:Something is notright,thatgirlis planning

somethingbig.Shethreatenedme,shesaidshe's



goingtokillmeifIdon'tgetawayfrom you.

Zithu:Lethershoothershot.Wewillseebuttrust

meonthisoneIwillprotectyou.

Me:Ihopeso.

Zithu:Soyou'remyGirlfriend.

Me:Ihavebeenalwaysyourgirlfriend,wenever

brokeup.Wetookabreakfrom eachotherthat'sall.

Zithu:And here Itoughyyou were going to get

pregnanton thatgoodbye sex,I've given up on

gettingyoupregnant.I'llhavetoaskforbabiesnow.

Me:Youthoughtbyhavingunprotectedsexwithme

youwillgetmepregnant?

Zithu:YeahIthoughtso,I'vegivenup.

Hesaylaughing,Ijustsmile.Hehasscoredthistime

around.

Zithu:Comehere!

Hetakesmeinhisarms,andwekiss.

Zithu:Ngiyakuthandauyezwa?



Me:NamiNgiyakuthanda.

Hesmilelookingatme.

Zithu:Youaresobeautiful,verybeautiful.

Me:Thankyousomuch,youtooyou'rehandsome.

Veryhandsomeandcutetoo.

Zithu:AyikhoindodaeCuteMama.[There'snocute

Man]

Me:Butyouarecutetome.

Zithulele:Ngiyakukhuza weNahiko,angisiso phela

MinaiSiyoyoyo.[I'm warningyouNahiko,I'm nota

weakling]

Me:Ididn'tsayyouwere.

Zithu:pleasedon'tfightme.

Me:Iwasn'tfightingyou

Zithu:Youneedtosleep,Icanseethatyouneed

somesleep.

Me:ButZithu

Zithu:Nobutscome.



mxxm Iremoved myselffrom him then walked

upstairs.

Zithu:You'vegainedlookatthatButt.

Me:Don'tbeanAsshole.

Zithu:ILoveYoumama.

Me:Whatever.

Iremovedthedressandworemypyjamas,I'm not

takingashowerI'm tired.

"Soyouwon'tsayGoodnighttoyourMan?"

Me:GoodnightZithuleleMkhize.

Zithu:WhathaveIdonenow?

Me:CanIsleepinpeace?

Zithu:CanIgetakiss?

Me:Yhuu,Zithuleleyou'resoAnnoying.

Zithu:Am Igettingakiss?

Iwalktohim,andhuggedhim sotightly.Onhim.

Me:Iloveyou!



Zithu:You'resoweirdbutIloveyoutoo.

Wekissedforalongtime.

Zithu:Goodnight.

Me:Goodnight.

________

DINEO

"Dhe'sleaving"

Me:Alrightthanksupdatemeonwhat'shappening.

Zithulele is mine and mine alone.He was busy

playinghappyfamilieswiththatBitch.How canhe

domelikethis?After2years.Ican'tIwon'texcept.

Ireceivedacallfrom myaccomplice.

Me:Hey..

"Don'theyme,what'shappening?IneedNahiko"

Me:Zithulelewaswithherthewholeweekend,I'm

surebytheendofthisdaywewillbehavingher.



"Ifyoucouldn'tdothatduringtheweekwhatmakes

yousayyouwillgethertoday?"

Me:Shehastodropherlate'ssister'sbabyather

mother's place.When she comes back we will

kidnapher

"Ifyoudon'tdothisjobproperlyI'llkillyoufirstand

findNahikoonmyownandkillhertoo.Betterget

hertodayI'm gettingimpatient"

Me:worrynotI'llhaveher.

Idropthecall,ThisplanbetterworktodayIcan't

havemyselfkilled..

It's4pm now stillnomovementfrom thisgirl,I'm

gettingfrustrated.Ireceiveacallfrom Siyamyguy.

Me:Siyawhat'shappening?

Siya:She'sleavingherplacenow.

Me:That'sgreat,youguysfollow herandcontinue

withtheplan.Wehavetogethertodaynomatter

what.

Siya:I'm onitmadam.



Me:sure.

Ismileatmyself,myplanisgoingaccordingly.I'm

happy,soonZithulelewillbemineandmineAlone.

I'llhaveto help him mourn hisdearestNahiko's

Death.

IfeelsorrythemotherBuryingher2daughterit

won'tbenice..

"Planisinactionshe'sonthemoveMyguysare

rightonhertail".

Ipresssend!.

Thisisavictory,Ican'twaittoseeherprettyface.

.
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THIRTYNINE

I woke without Morning sickness today, it's

afternoonalreadyandIsurelyoverslept.Iwentto



the bathroom wash myface and hands.Iwent

downstairsZithulelewascombingZenande'shairit

seemsthattheyjusthadabath.Zithulelehasa

changeofclothes,hereallyCEprepared.

Me:Afternoon!

Zithu:Heyy,youoverslept.

Me:Iwastootiredthat'swhy!

Iwenttothekitchentolookforsomethingtoeat,I

ateMacandcheesethatwasinthefridge.

Zithu:LookIhavetogo,Ihavetobesomewhere

elseinthenexttwohours.

Me:I'llbathandheadhometoo,I'm suretheyare

backfrom churchnow.

Zithu:Alright,I'llseeyoulaterokay?

Me:AlrightIwill.

Wekissandheleaves.

Ifinisheating,andtookmyplateinsidethesinkand

rinsedit.ZenandeandherfriendsonTVarealways

togethersoshe'sgluedonPhineasandferb.



Iwenttotakeabath,Idrankmyvitamins.

Iworemysweatpants,sneakersandasweater.Itied

myafroI'm aBun.

Itookmyphoneandcarkeys,Zenandehasfallen

asleeponthecouch.

ItookherandplacedheronhercarseatIdroveoff

afterlockingeverything.OnmywayIwaslistening

tomymusic,there'sablackGTIfollowingoram I

justhallucinating?Iturnitturns,Idecided totake

thelongroutewherethere'salotofcarsincase

something happens.Icalled Zithulele he's not

answeringhisphone.Icalledhim 6times,stillshe

wasn'tansweringthat'ssounlikehim.

IarriveinMontclairthiscarisstillfollowingme,l

parkoutsidethegateasusuallyanditpasseswhere

Istaymakingaturn.Isigh,Iwasbeingparanoidfor

aminutethatpersonstayshere.

ItakethesleepingZenande,Iwasdrivingfasterand

shedidn'tevenwakeup.

ItookherinmyarmsI'llaskSikelelatocomeand

fetchherbag.



Me:HeyyFamily.

Daddy:Heybaby.

Mama:HeyDarling

Me:Wherearethetwins,theydon'tlikemeanymore.

"Wearehere"

Ihugthem

Me:SikelelapleasegoandfetchZenande'sBagin

mycar.

Igavehim mycarkeys.Hetookthem thenleft.

Me:Lookatyousikelelwayou'reabiggirlsogrown.

Sikelelwa:I'm I'm 10yearsoldnowsisithat'swhy!

Me:OhIsee.

Iwalkedtothekidsroom thenplacesZenandeon

herbedAMDcoveredherwithafleeceblanket.

Iwalkedbacktothelounge.

Me:Ionlyatefruitsaladtoday,I'm sohungrywhat's

fordinnersinceit'salready6pm.

Sikelelwa:DaddyCooked.



Me:Really?ThenI'm stayinginfordinner.

Daddy:AndIwaswaitingforyoutocomesothatI

candishoutforeveryone.

Me:Really?

Mom:Yes,hesaidyou'llcomeanddropZenande

andhewantsyoutoeat.

Me:Ithoughtdaddywillbe mad atme fornot

comingtochurchtoday.

Daddy:I'm stillmad,butIcan'tstarvemyGrandchild

so?

Welaughed.

Me:SoIam anonfactor?

Mom:that'sobvious,I'm feelingsorryforyoualready.

Me:I'm feelingsorryformyselftoo.

Welaughed.

Daddy:Come let's go to the dinning table,I've

alreadysetit.Wedon'twantyoudrivinglateatnight.

Mom:Yesyouareright!



Wewalkedtothedinningtableandsatdown.

Sikelela:You'regoingtohaveachildsisi?

Me:Yes.

Sikelelwa:wow,I'm going to be an Auntagain

Yaasss.

Sikelela:CanhebeBoy,I'm tiredofgirls.Ineedto

teachhim howtookaysoccer.

Ilaughathim,hethinkshe'sa16yearthisone.

Me:mhh,thisissodeliciousdaddy!Pleaseteachme

howtomakethisstake.

Daddy:Iwillmybaby,comethissideonweekends.

Me:Ithinkyouguysshouldpreparemyroom forme.

Icanpopupanytime.

Mom:Forrealbaby?

Me:I'm notmovingin,justonrainydays,whenI'm

notfeelingwellorwhenI'm lazyormissingyouguys.

Mom:Ohh

Mymotherdoesn'tlikethefactthatIstayalone,she



can'tacceptthefactthatI'm oldenoughnow.Ineed

tobeindependentandlearntoadjustintolifejustby

myselfwithouthernursingme.

Me:Daddypleasemakeherunderstand.

Daddy:Sweetheartshewillcomeandstaywithus,it

won'tmatterifit's2daysor3dayswhatwillmatter

isthefactthatshewillbewithus,youshouldbe

happy.

Mom:ButIwanthertostaywithus.

Daddy:Youshouldletherbemylove,Nahikoisold

enoughtohaveherownplace.Shehasajob,a

houseandshe'spregnant.Soletherfindherself,

whatwillhappenwhenshegetmarried?Youdon't

havetobabyheranymore.

Mom:It'sfineiunderstandlove.

Me:I'm gladyouunderstandnow.

Mom:Whatever!

Itwasnicesharingamealwithmyfamily,it'sso

refreshing even though Yothando's place is so

visible.ShewouldbelaughingateverylameJoke



Daddyshares.Shewouldlistenattentivelytothe

twin'sArgument.Imisshereveryday.

I'm sofull,Iatefortheentireweek.Idon'tthinkI'llbe

abletoeattomorrow butknow thatI'm pregnant

surelyI'llbehungry.

Me:Can Iplease have a takeaway?Ican'tget

enoughofthisfood.

Daddy:SikelelwapleasebringaTupperwareforyour

bigsister.

Sikelelwa:Okaydaddy.

Shestoodup.

Daddy:Thisisaonceoffthing,Idon'tusuallycook.

Me:Why,you'reagreatcook.

Mom:He'ssuchabusyman,Sundaysarehisresting

daysafterchurchofcourse.SoIdothecooking,I

guesstodayisourluckyday.

Me:I'm sogladthatI'm partofthisluckyday.

Daddy:Let'severyfirstSundayI'llbecooking.

Me:TheneveryfirstSundayI'llbehere.



Wesharealaugh,Ichecktimeonmywristwatchit's

7:45pm.Timerunsfastheyitwas6pm notsolong

ago.

Me:Familyitwasniceseeingyouandeatingwith

youitwasrefreshingbutIhavetoleaveit'salready

late.

Sikelela:Friday,pleasedon'tforgetto comeand

fetchusplease!

Yeahtheyrotate,ifitsnotthem itsZenande.

Me:I'llneverforgetthatBaby!

Sikelelwa:Ican'twait,Iloveyourhouse.Iloveyour

houseIwanttostaywithyou.

Me:AndIneedsomeonetokeepmecompany,I'll

havetothinkaboutthat.

Sikelela:Ohmydeartwinyou'regoingtobeaslave!

Me:HaaSikelelawhyareyousayingthat?

Sikelela:Doyourememberhowsis'Yothandouseto

sendusallarounddrivinguslikeheadlesschickens?

Idon'tlikepregnantwomanatall.



Ilaughedsohard,thisKidthough.Mybabybrother

Argh.

Me:I'llbemorenicer!

Sikelela:StillaNo!

Sikelelwa:AndIwasjokingtoosisi,I'm finehere

weekendswillbeokay.

Me:wow,youknow what?I'm outofhere.Mommy

andDaddydealwithyourkids!

Mom:ByeLove.

Daddy:ByeBaby.

Me:Bye!

Ileftastheylaughedatme,it's8pm.Darkoutside,

ArghIdidn'tmeantostaytillthislate.

Idroveoff,onethingIloveaboutdrivingatnightis

thatthere's no traffic unless there's something

importantlikebigdays.

Waitwait,Ilookonmyrearmirroragain.It'sthatGTI

againandI'm notcrazyIknowwhatI'm talkingabout,

indeedSomeoneisfollowingmeandI'm surethat's



Zithu'sDoings.Myphoneringsit'sZithulele.Iput

him onmyBluetoothspeaker.

Me:Hey

Zithu:Whereareyou?Whyweren'tyouanswering

yourphone.

Me:I'm driving backto myhouse,Iwas atmy

parents.Whyareyouaskingmeallthiswhenyou

sentpeopletofollowme!

Zithu:Ididn'tsendanyonetofollow you,whatare

youonabout?

Me:There'sablackGTIfollowingme,isitnotyour

people?

Zithu:WhereareyounowNahiko?

Me:I'm drivingpassLansdowne.

I'm panickingnow,therearenocarsontheway.I'm

scared.

Zithu:Okaypleasekeepyourphoneon,I'llmake

somefewcalls.

Hedropsthecall,IdrivefastasIcan,theGTI



increaseitsspeedtoo.I'm panickingI'm headstrong

becauseIdon'twanttocauseanyaccident.

Myphoneringsagainit'szithuIanswer.

Zithu:Myguywillbefollowingyousoondon'tworry

babe.Justdon'ttakeanyshortcuts.

Inodasifhecanseeme.

Zithu:Nahikoareyouthere?Focusnahiko.

Me:YesI'm here.

Acarovertakesmeandslowsdown..

Me:Whatthefuck!.

Zithu:What'shappeningSthandwaSam?

He'svoiceisdeep,he'spanickingandangryIcan

feelitjustbyhearinghisvoice.

Me:Acarjustovertakesandslowsdown.

Zithu:Shit!PleasegivemetheNumberplatesifyou

can.Bothcarstheoneinfrontandtheoneatthe

back.

Me:CA786-678WCand56678-231GP.



Zithu:Okaylove,helpwiththereSooIpromiseyou

SthandwaSam I'llsaveyouthere.

He'spanicking,Ican'thelpbutcry,whatifgetkilled

justliketheydidwitAmanda?

Zithu:SthandwaSam,Nahikoareyoucrying?

BeforeIcouldanswerthecarinfrontofstopsandI

quickly hitthe breaks so hard.In seconds my

windowbreaks.

"Voetsekbitchgetout"

Me:Pleasedon'thurtme,youcantakethecar.

"DowelooklikeweneedyourFuckenCar?Bitch

don'tgiveusshit"

Me:Iloveyouzithulele!

Iscream asthisGuygrabsmebymyhair.

Zithuiscursingonspeaker,theydon'tCare.

MyCar,myphonemyeverythingwasleftinthecar.

TheygotmeinsidetheGTIwithmuchhardhustle,

asIwasfightingwiththem.Iwaskeepingtimeso

thatZithu'sGuyscancomeandhelporbeableto



followthiscar.

"DoIhavetodrugyoutocooperate?"

Me:There'snoneedforadrugi,cooperate,please

don'tdrugme.

Theygotmeinsidethecar,andoutasackonmy

headsothatIwon'tseetheroadortheplacethey

aretakingme.IheldmystomachandIthought

aboutthelittlehumanbeinggrowinginsideofme.

I'm scared,tearsareflowingIcan'tevenwipethem

offbecauseifthissack.Iwilldieandzithuw won't

evenknow thathe'safather,thisiswhatIwas

scared of2 years backand now it's happening.

2minutesafterIgotbackandallthisishappening,

thingswegothroughforLove.AtleastIwilldie

happy!

__________

DINEO

"WehaveherMa'am"



Me:Good,I'lldrivetothewarehousepleasekeepher

still,don'tdoanythingtoherdon'teventouchher.

Siya:yesmadam.

Ismileatmyself,thisthebestnewsever!

IcallKim,shewillbehappyshehasbeenagood

friend

Kim:I'm abouttobeD'ickedwhatsup?

Me:I'vefinallygotthatbitch,theyareonthewayto

thewarehouse.

Kim:That'sgreatnewsfriend,pleasekillherend

withheralreadysothatyoucangoandgetyour

man.

Me:That'stheplanfriend,Idon'tcareaboutherallI

needismyman,andIcan'tevenwaitit'sbeenlong

enough.

Kim:That'smygirl,pleasecallmeandupdateme

wheneverythingisokay!Ineedtogonow.

Me:Alright,ILoveyou

Kim:IloveyoutooDarlingbye!



Shedropsthecall.Thisfeelslikemybirthday,I'm so

happy.

Ireceiveacall.

Me:Hello.

"Tellmeyouhaveher!"

Me:YesIhaveherI'm onmywaytothewarehouse.

"Good,IwantherheartIwanttoseezithuleletosee

herheartonhisdoorstep."

Me:Isn'tthatabitextreme?

"Don'tyoufuckwithmeokay!"

Me:I'm sosorryIdidn'tmeanthat.Sowhatwill

happentome?Areyougoingtodothesamething

thatyoudidtoNahikotome?

"ZithuleleLovesNahiko,morethanhehehasever

lovedanyone.Nahikoishisheart.SoifIdestroy

Nahikohewillneverbethesameagain.Hewillbe

brokenbeyondwords,andthat'swhereyouchipin.

You'llbehissaviourandsanity.Hewilllearntolove

you".



Me:That'sbrilliant,thankyousomuch.

"yeahI'llseeyoutomorrow,keepheraliveanddon't

doanythingstupid"

Me:Alright.

There'ssilence,Idropthecall.

Itook my carkeys then drove offto the old

warehouse.I'm sohappy,IwanttoseeherfaceIjust

can'twaittolaughatherIcan'twaittoseeher

scaredfacebitch!.

Iarrivethecarsareparkedoutside,Iparkminenext

toSiya'sGTI.

Iwalkinside,Icouldhearthem conversing

Siya:Damnshe'sbeautifulman.

Sgora:Yeah,she'sprettyIwouldkillforherifIwere

herboyfriend.

Siya:Sheseemsrichsoshemustbedatingsome

richman.Ifeelsorryforher.

That'sit,Idon'twantthem tofeelsorryforher.

Me:She'saBitch,amanstealersoIhadtodealwith



hermywaysinceshedidn'tlistenwhenIwarnedher.

Siya:SorryMadam wedidn'tseeyou!

Me:It'sokay,takemetoher.

Sgora:She'ssleepingmadam.

Me:Okaylethersleep.Tomorrow morningit'sme

and her.Don'tgive herany food,I'llsee you

tomorrow.Guardwithyourlives.

Them:Suremadam.

Me:Whereareotherguys?

Siya:Theywenttobuysomefoodtheywillbeback.

Me:all8ofthem?Isthatfoodheavy?

Siya:NoMadam somearestillcoming.

Me:MhhI'llseeyoutomorrowbye!

Iwenttomycar,IdroveawaylistentomyR&B.I'm

feeljoyous,I'm happyI'm allmoods.Iarriveatthe

hotelandheadstomyroom.

ItestthewatersletmecallZithulele,hemustbe

worriedGirlfriendDearestismissing!



Me:HeyB!

Zithu:WhatdoyouwantDineoI'm notinthemood!

Me:Sorry,Iwasjustcheckingyou.What'swrong?

Zithu:Nothing,lookI'm busynowI'llcallyoulater.

Hedropsthecall,shamemylove.Hewillbefinethis

tooshallpassjustlikehispreviousgirlfriend,what's

hernameagain?YeahAmanda.Nahikowilldiejust

likeThatgirl.Theybothdon'tdeservehim,he'smine

andminealone!.

MyPhonerings,it'sMyDad.GoshIdon'tevenwant

tospeaktohim,butknowingmyDadhewon'tstop

calling.

Me:HeyDad.

Dad:DineoIwaswithyourfriendearliershetoldme

whatyou'reabouttodo.JustleavemybabyIdon't

wanttolooseyou.

Kim Betrayedme,howcouldshe!

Me:Kim liedtoyoudaddy,asI'vesaidtoyoubefore

i'm heretoseemyboyfriend.



Dad:I'm nottalking aboutKim,Tshego told me

everythingandDineoTshegohasbeenyourfriend

sincechildhoodshe'sbeenthereforyou.Shenever

lies,she'sworriedaboutyouandyourhealthbaby.

Pleasecomebackhome.

Me:Idon'tknow whatyouaretalkingaboutdaddy.

TshegohasfedyouliesIdon'tknow whatshetold

youbutI'm herewithmyboyfriend.

Dad:Richpeoplearedangerousmychild,theirlives

doesn'trevolvearoundthoseexpensivesuitsthey

were.Theyarewholedifferentpeoplewhentheyare

notwearingsuitssopleaselistentomeandcome

homebaby.

Me:Dadyou'regoingtoannoymerightnow,I'm fine

andI'm happycan'tyoujustbehappyformejust

thisonce?

Dad:Icareaboutyoualot,Iwishyouallthegood

thingsinlifebutyou'remakingitdifficultformeasa

parent.Areyouatleastdrinkingyourpills?

Me:I'm notcrazyDaddyand Iwon'tbe fucken

labeledcrazy.I'm fine,okayIdon'tneedthosepills



Okay!

Dad:I'm sorrypleasedon'tgetmadbaby.I'm coming

tocapetowntomorrow.

Me:What?Nodon'tcome.FineI'llcomedayafter

tomorrow.Tuesday!

Dad:Please,andifyoudon'tcome,I'llbethereas

soonaspossible.

Me:Alright,lookyoursonin-lawiscallingmeIhave

togo.Iloveyou.

Dad:Iloveyoutoobabybye!

Idropthecallandheaveaheavysigh.Tshegoisa

bitchhow couldshesnitchuponmelikethat?I

fuckentrustedher,andshedoisgobehindmyBack

andgotellmyFathereverything.

Argghh.IthrewtheVaseacrossthewall.Iletouta

loudscream.

Me:OkayD,calm down.Youhavebiggerthingsto

worryabout!.

IhearpeoplelaughingatmeIturnaroundIseeno

one,thelaughsgetsintenseit'smessingwithmy



head.

Me:Shutup,shutthefuckup!.

Isnap.Iscream andthrewmyshoeatthemirrorasI

seeheadlesspeopleLaughingatme.

Me:Pleaseshutup,pleasekeepquiet.

Ihearanockatthedoor.

Me:Hello.

Man:HeyMa'am iseverythingalright?

Me:Yeaheverythingisfine,ItaughtIsaw aspider

butitwasjustmyimagination.

Man:Alrightkeepsafe.

Me:Thankyou!

IclosethedoorandsliddownasIputmyhandsin

myearsblockingthenoise.

Ifeelmyselfdriftingtosleep.Imakemywaytobed

andIlaiddownandcoveredmyself.

.

.



Shouldwemake200Likeand35comments.I'llpost

insert40too.

Assoonasyoureach200likeand35commentsI'll

postinsert40.

.

Pleasedon'tforgettoshareandInviteyourfriends.

FORTY

ZITHULELE

IwalktoMamkhizeandhughertightly,shedoesn't

sayanythingshehugsmeback.Mysiblingsareall

here,theyarelooking atmewith confusion and

worriedeyes.ThelasttimeIhuggedMamkhizeand

criedwasthedayIlostAmanda.TheysaymanDon't

cry surely they don'tknow the pain ofloosing

someoneinyourheart.It'smorningalreadyandmy

familywaseating breakfast.Icouldn'tsleep I've

beenmakingcalls,IneedtofindNahikoatallcostI

can'tlooseherI'ddieifIweretolooseher.I'm only



hopingthatmyMancantrackthosecarsaccording

thosenumberplates.

Me:I'm goingtokillthem Mama,trustmeIwon't

sparetheirlives.I'm goingtokillthem.

Iremovemyselffrom her,shelooksatmewitha

worriedface!.

Mkhize:What'swrongSon?

Babaisaskingwithastraightface,heknowswhen

I'm likethisI'm unstoppableandI'llhuntdownthose

people.

Me:SomepeopletookNahikoBaba!

Mkhize&Mlungisi:What?

Me:ShecalledYesterdaynighttellingmetostop

lettingpeopletofollow hereverymove.ItoldherI

didn'tsendanypeopletofollowher.Itringedtome

thatshewasfollowed,Icalledmymentotrackher

downandmakesurethatshe'ssafe.Itwasalready

latewhentheydraggedheroutofthecar.Shewas

screaminginpainandshescaredIcouldhearit

from hervoice.Theywerecallinghernames.They



eventoldherthattheywerenotthereforhercarbut

forhertheytookher!.

Mamkhizewascrying with mysistersBuhleand

Babusisiwe.TheyloveNahiko,myDadandMlungisi

wereangry.Mnqobididn'tknowwhattodo,whether

toseatorstand.

Me:Whenmyguygotthere,hefoundhercarwitha

brokenwindow.Hetookthecartothewarehouse,I

wenttheretochecksomethingthatcanleadand

helpusbutnothing.Beforetheytookher,Nahiko

gavemeNumberplatesofbothcars.I'm waitingfor

SvijourITguytotrackthecars.

Mamkhize:Pleasegoandsavehermychild,please

notwithher.WelostAmandabutwedon'tlooseher.

Me:whenIwassearchinghercar,Ifoundherbag

andfound10pregnancytests.She'spregnantMama.

Mlungisi:Yourchild?

Me:Yes,IsleptwithhertheDayshecamebackfrom

TheMaldives.Thatresultedinpregnancy.Ican't

loosebothmychildandHermother.



Mkhize:Whatarewewaitingforhere?

Hesaidmakinghiswayout.

Mamkhize:Pleasebringhersafeandsound.Make

sureshe'salivemyson.

Hehugsmeforthelasttime.

Mkhizeisdriving,nohe'sflying.Nooneissayinga

word.It'sMe,Mlungisi,MnqobiandMkhizeinthe

car.

Wearriveatthewarehouse,myDadheadstotheIT

Room tosvij,wefollowhim.

I'm angry,I'm scaredandIdon'twanttothinkthe

worst.Lastnight,Ithoughtaboutallthepossible

outcomes,onethingIknowshouldIfindthatperson

mh,trustmeI'm goingtokillhim orher!Iwon't

sparethem all.Whoeverisinvolved.

Mkhize:Svijwhat'stheprogress?

Svij:Thefirstnumberplateisinvalid,thatmeansit's

fake!I'm checkingonthesecondone!

Mlungisi:Wecannotjustseatandwaitforthatwe

mustworkonsomeplan.



Mnqobi:Butwe'vebeenlayinglow forquitesome

time.Whowouldruinuslike.

Me:Thisdoesn'tmakesenseatall,ifitwasan

enemytheywould'vecalledbynow,butthisperson

hasn'tdoneanythingthat'swhatmakesmepanic

anddon'tknowwhattodo.

Mkhize:weshouldwait,tillnoonandwewillsee

thenbutsvijkeeponworking.

Wewalktothemainroom anddrinksomewhisky.

Mnqobi:Youdidn'ttellusthatyougotbacktogether.

Mlungisi:Iwantedtoaskthattoo.

Theyaretryingtolightenupthemoodsinceweall

aretense.

Me:weneverbrokeup!

Mkhize:Shebrokeupwithyou.

Me:Shetoldmethatweneverbrokeupsobetter

believe.

Mlungisi:Sofor2yearsyouleftyourgirlfriendAlone?

Mnqobi:Didshesay'It'soverZithulele?'



Me:Nahshedidn't.

Mkhize:Thenshe'srightyouneverbrokeup,youleft

her.You'resostupid.

Me:Yeahwhatever.

NowIhavecooleddownandwaitingforSvij.

Mkhize:So you decided to make herpregnant

withoutmarrying her?Areyou making thesame

mistake yourbrotherdid? Having child outof

wedlock?

HowwillIanswerthisquestion?

"BossI'vefoundSomething"

ThankyouSvij.

Mkhize:Thisconversationisnotover.

WewalkedtotheITRoom.

Svij: Siyabonga Mhlahlo Age 28, Residing in

Khayelitshastayingwithbothhisparents.3siblings

1brotherand2Sisters.Have3&6YearsoldBoys

from differentmothers.That'stheOwnerofThe2nd

NumberPlate,heownsaGTI.



Me:Didyoutrackhiscar?

Svij:Yes,he'sMuizenbergoffshoreWarehouseIt's

nexttothebeach.That'shiscurrentlocationforthe

past12hours.

Me:Sendguystohisplace,andmakesuretheyare

there.I'llhaveto makeacall!.Do you havehis

number?

Svij:YeahI'vefoundonly3Numbers.

Me:Givethem toMnqobi,keephim onTabs,andcall

usifhe'schanginglocations.

Svij:Sureboss.

Wemadeourway,thisguywillleadustoNahiko.I

praythatNahikoisthereinthatWarehouse!.

__________

NAHIKO

Iwokewithmyfreezingbody!.Ifeelnauseous,Iran

tothatsmallbathroom andthrewup.



Iflushedandwenttoseatonthathardbed,there's

noblanket.Icouldhearthesoundofwavesthat's

whyIwasfreezing.

ThedooropenstheGuywhocametocheckupon

mebeforeIsleptlastnightmadehisway.

Him:Hi.

Me:Hey,canIpleasegetwaterI'm thirsty.

Him:yeahsure.

HewentoutandcamebackwithwaterinaSmall

mug.

Me:Whyareyoudoingthis?Youdon'tlooklikeyou

wanttodothis.

Him:Jonga ke Sisterinot sonke sikhule nice

njengawe Joe,uLife inzima ndinengcosi eziy2

efuneka zityile.Entlek khothindvaye![look here

sisternotallofusgrewupnicelyjustlikeyou,lifeis

hardIhave2Kidstoprovidefor,youknowwhatlet

mejustLeave]

Me:SorryIdidn'tmeantomakeyouAngry.Nam

ndiyayaziIndlalandikhulelekuyo butlonto zange



indenzeiskoli,ndafundandifundelafamilyyam.So

akuvele kubemnandinathiactually nam ndidlule

ebunzimenindijonge.[Itooknowpoverty,Igrewup

topovertybutthatdidn'tmakemeathug,Istudied

gettingeducationformyfamily.It'snotallniceeven

usactuallyme,Iwentthroughhardships]

Him:Unice Joe and uyicherryeGrand untswemp,

umenzeniuMadam?[You'resoniceyou'reanicegirl

andyou'resobeautiful,whatdidyoutomadam?]

BeforeIanswer,theguythatforcedmeoutofmy

carcamein.

Him:EkseSiyaJoeSiyavaya.K'yabandaAphaand

lamntu usebenzisananoMadam unendawo.Thata

loMedy zandifumana emotweni.Uyishiye la kari

YakhosovayangeQuantum.[Siyaweareleavingit's

coldhereandthatpersonwhoworkswithMadam

hasaplaceforustakethisgirlyou'llfindmeinthe

car,leaveyourCarwewillbedrivingaQuantum]

Siya:Sure!

Hewentout,Siyalookedatme.

MeDowhatyouhavetodo.



Siya:I'm sorry!

Me:It'sokay.

HeplacedtheSackonmyheadandcoveredmyface.

He took myhand and we walked out,it's chilly

outside.I'm shivering,I'vebeensubjectedto this

Coldsincelastnight.Thissweaterandsweatpants

I'm wearingarenotevendoinganyjustice.Thank

God Idecided notto wearthatdress and wear

somethingcomfortable.IwonderwhereisZithulele

whenIneedhim themost.

IheldmyStomach"it'sgoingtobealrightBaby"I

saidthattomyselfholdingmystomachtightly.

Thisdrivefeelslikeours,I'm sureit'sevenlatenow.

I'm sohungry,mybabyhasn'teaten.

Thecarcomesintohalt,I'm hearingdifferentvoices

ofMen.I'm startingtogetworried,surelytheirboss

isawoman.From hearingtheword'Madam'.Ifeela

handgrabbingmenicelynottohurtme,I'm that's

Siyacozifitwasthatotherguyhewould'vedragged

meoutofthecar.

Thisplaceissopeacefulthere'snosoundmaking



noise,andinmymindIknow it'sasecluded.We

makeitintothehousejusthearing,there'salotof

men,Idon'tevenhearaWoman'svoice.I'm scared,

andI'm prayingthattheydon'ttryto rapeme.I

wouldn'tbeabletosurvivethat.

Thesackisremovedfrom Face.

It'saroom withabanibed,atableandBucketinthe

cornerthere'snoBathroom.

Siya:Thisisyourroom.

Me:CanIpleasehavesomefood?

Siya:Madam saidwemustnotgiveyoufood.

Me:Alright.

Iwenttothebedandsatdown,there'snoblanket

againbutthisplaceiswarm.

Me:Whatisthetime?

Siya:10:45pm.

Me:Alright.

Helookedmeoncemorethenleft,Ishouldfinda

waytoguilttriphim,he'smyticketoutofthisplace.



Ishouldmakehim regretbeinghere.

Iseatonthebedandcurlmyselftosleep.Ifeel

sleepy!

I'm wokenupbysomeonegentlyshakingme.

It'sSiya.

Me:Hi.

Siya:Hi,Ibroughtyousomemilk.It'stheonlyThing

thatIcangiveyou

Me:It'sokayI'llbefine.

Idrinkthewholeglassofmilk,I'm notafanof

drinkingmilkbutthesituationdoesn'tallowmeto.

Siya:howoldareyou?

Me:25Yearsold.You?

Siya:I'm 28.Doyouwork?

Me:Yes,I'm apsychologist.

Siya:Whatisthat?

Me:AmindDoctor.

Siya:Youreadmind?



Me:NoIdealwithpleasewhohaveMentalillness,

haveTraumaorwentthroughTraumaticexperience

Ihelpthatpersontobebetter.

Siya:That'swhyyouaresocoolandcalm.

Me:I'm tryingtodealwiththissituationinacalm

state.What'stheuseofshouting?Youwillbeatme

upifIdon'tcooperate.SoIdecidedthatI'llbecalm

andfacethesituation.

Siya:You'resoclever,Ineverwenttoschool.

Me:Youdon'tknowhowtoreadandwrite?

Siya:yeah.

Me:Icanhelpyou,geteducatedanddobetter.

Helaughedatmeandstoodup.

Siya:I'm oldenough.

Me:Educationdoesn'tgetold,so there'sno age

regardingeducation.

Helookedatmethenwentout.

I'm makingprogresswithhim.Ihearacommotion

happeningthatside,there'safemalevoiceshouting



isitupstraightwaitingfortheir'madam'tomakeher

wayintheroom.

TheDoorOpensSiyacomesinandthatOtherGuy

FollowedByDineo.wowshe'stheMadam?

Dineo:Nahiko

Me:Dineo.

Ilookatherstraightintheeye,Iwon'tfearthisgirl

notinthislifenormysecondone.

Dineo:Remembermypromise?

Me:Doyouremembermine?

Shelaughs,thisgirlissicktrustme,andmyGuard

was telling me the truth abouther,she finally

plannedsuchabigthing,surelyshe'snotalonejust

likethisotherGuyssaidshe'sworkingwithsomeone.

Dineoyou'resocheekydoyouknowthat?

Me:SoI'vebeentold,lookDineoI'm notscaredyou

andIwilltellyouagainYou'vehavestartedthisbutI

willendit.

SheslappedmesohardthatwhenItriedtostandup



thatGuyheldmeback.

Ilookedather,I'm fuming.

Dineo:Youhaveanerve.

Me:youthepersonwhohasanervehereisyou,

you'reacrazyBitchyouarecrazy.Youaresickyou

disgustmesies.

ShewentcrazyonmyItriedfightingherbutthatguy

was holding me letting Dineo to hit,she's really

insane.

Sheletgo ofme,shelooked mad.Ihad blood

running from mynoise butIwon'tgive herthe

satisfactionthatI'm onpain.

Me:Whyareyoudoingthis?ForaManwhodoesn't

even Love you?A man who doesn'teven know

what'syourfavouritecolournoryourfavouritefood.

Don'tbesickDineojustletmego,you'rejustcrazy!

Shescreamedatme.

Dineo:ZITHULELEISMINE,MINEALONENOTUS

BUTMINE.

Shewasshoutinglikeacrazywoman,yesshehas



somescrewsmissingandshe'sdaggeringherself.

Me:Calm down.

Dineo:Don'tfuckentellmewhattodookay!

Sgora please teach her some Respect a few

puncheshereandthereshewilllearntorespectme.

Sgora:Suremadam.

ThisGoraGuyGrabbedmebymyhairandthrewme

down.Iheldmystomachsotightlyashestarted

punchingmeandkickingme.Iwasscreamingin

pain..

Siya:Madam Ithinkthat'senough.

Dineo:StopitSgoralet'sgo.

ShewentoutandthatSgoraguyfollowedhim.

IlookedatSiya,hehadaworriedface.

Me:Pl-ea-sss-e,Hel-ppmeU-p..

Iwashurting,Iwasinpain.Mywholebodyisinpain.

Hecarriedmeandputmeontopofthebed.

Siya:I'm sorry!



IlookedtheothersidestillHoldingmystomach.I'm

feelingDefeated,I'm dealingwithalunaticsomeone

whoneedssomepsychiatrichelp.Ilookdownonmy

stomach.

Me:Mommy willprotect you baby Iwilldie

protectinghim.I'm sohungry.

.

Iwokeupinthemorning,mywholebodyispainingI

needfoodandwaterIdon'tcareaboutscarsorthe

bruises.I'm thinkingofmybaby.

Siyamakeshiswascarryingawaterbottlehegave

mewater.

Me:Thankyou.

Siya:Youalright?

Me:HowcanIbealright,lookinglikethis.

Siya:HadeJoe,askies.[Iam sorry]

Me:SiyaIcanhelpyoutakeyoutoschool,youcan

speakEnglishverywellandyoucanwriteIknow



thatbutyoudidn'tgetenoughEducation.

Siya:Youreadmymind?

Me:No,Whyareyouworkingforher?She'scrazy

sheneedshelpshe'sindangersheneedstogotoa

mentalasylum.

Siya:Shepaysmegood

Me:IcanhelpyouSiya,youneedtogetmeoutof

here.Icantakeyoutoschoolorhelpyoutostarta

business.Youneedtodothisforyourfamilyforthe

kidsyoutoldmeabout

Siya:Ican'tgetoutofhere,I'm onlythemastermindI

comeupwithplansIdon'tknowhowtofight.They

wouldkillbothofusbeforeweevenmakeitoutof

here.

Me:Pleasehelpme.

Siya:IwanttobutIcan't.

Me:OkaypleasecallmyBoyfriend,hewillcomehere.

Iam pregnantSiyaIcan'tloosemybabynotlikethis

pleasedosomething.

Siya:The otherboss is coming we don'tknow



whetherit'samanorwoman.

Me:Takemyboyfriend'snumbercallhim.Hewill

come,he'saverydangerousmanshouldhefindyou

hewillkillallofyou.Butyoucanspareyourownlife.

Hisphonerang,helookedatitandwentout.Damn

youSiya!

.

35+ comments.Please share,Like,Invite your

friends.ThankYou.

FORTYONE

SIYABONGA

IfeelsorryforthisgirlIdon'tknow why,butIwant

hertobesafe.ButIdon'ttrustthatshewillgetme

educated and startmyownbusiness.She'sina

state where she can make emptypromises.My

phoneringsit'smyMother.



Me:Oledy[mother]

Mom:UphiSiyabonga?[WhereareyouSiyabonga]

Me:I'm atworkoledywhy?

Mom:UfunaundibulalaSiyabonga?[Doyouwantto

killmeSiyabonga?]

Me:Oledyyintonngxaki,kwenzekantoni?[Mother

what'stheproblem,what'shappening?]

IlookattheGuysasImademywayout.

Mom:Kukho abantu Abazosibulala aphe ndlini.

BafunaWenaSiyabongayintoniLenausifakekuyo

mntanam.[Therearepeopleheretokillus,they

wantyou.Whathaveyoudonemychild.]

I'm worriednow.ShedropsthecallbeforeIcallher

againIreceiveacallfrom anunknownnumber.

Me:Hello.

"I'm sureyou'veheardwhatyourmothersaid.We

haveyourWholeFamilythatincludesyoursons.You

havetocooperate.

Me:Whoareyou?



Guy:YouhavewhatbelongstomeIbelieve.Mywife,

she'swithyou.

Me:SorryIdon'tknow whatyouaretalkingabout.

Thisisamistake.

Guy:You Have mywife Nahiko with you,you've

kidnappedher.Soinordertosaveyourfamilyyou

havetotellmewhereisshe.

I thought about what Nahiko said about her

boyfriendbeingdangerous,shedidn'tsayhusband.

ButshesaidhewillkilleveryoneIcan'triskthat.

Me:She'sokayfornow,shegotbeatenuplastnight.

There'sanewbossthatwedon'tknowthat'scoming

today.Heorsheisonherway!

Guy:Whoareyouworkingfor?

Me:Madam.

Guy:Who'smadam?

Me:Dineo,siryourwifeknowher.

Guy:GivemeyourLocation.I'm onmyway.

Me:AlrightI'llsenditinWhatsApp.



Hedoesn'tsayanything,hedropped thecallI'm

scaredformyfamily.Ipraytheydon'tharm them.

Isendthelocationtothatnumber,thenmademy

wayin.

Sgora:What'swrongyoudon'tlookgood?

Sgora was my primary schoolfriend we both

droppedoutinGrade7.Hechangedalothebecame

thisAnimalthatheistoday.I'm herejustbecauseI

wanttoprovideformyfamily.

Me:thatwasoledymyson wasinvolved in car

accident.

Sgora:Buthow?Isn'tthatwhitepeople'sthings

Me:TheTaxiDriverwasdrunk,andIdon'twantto

talkaboutit.

Sgora:HadeBra.[SorryBrother]

Inod.IwenttothekitchenandtooktheGatsbythat

wewereeatinglastnightandsomejuice.Ilooked

outbeforeIwentto Nahiko.Idon'tknow where

Madam is.

She'ssleeping,Ishakeheralittlebit.Shecan'tbe



hungrywhenshe'spregnant.

Me:Ibroughtyousomefoodtoeat.

Shestoodupwithalotofstruggle,herlefteyeis

closed.

Nahiko:ThankYouSiya,you'renice.

She'stooinnocentandverybeautifuleveninthe

bloodiedface.

Me:YourHusbandiscoming.

Shelooksatmestraightintheeye.

Nahiko:HowdidyougethisNumber?

Me:Hehasmyfamilycaptive,Idon'tknow how he

knewaboutmegettinginvolved.

Nahiko:IfeellikeI'm losingstrength,I'm intoomuch

painIcan'tholdanylonger.

Me:Pleasetryeatsomefoodbeforeanyonegets

here.

Sheeatsherfoodfast,eventhoughIcanseeshe's

strugglingtochew.



Nahiko:CanItalktohim thisonce?

Me:You'llputmeinTrouble.

Nahiko:You'realreadyintrouble,Ijustwanttotell

him thatI'm pregnantthat'sall.IfIdieinthisplace

hemustknowthatI'm carryinghischild..

Icalledhim andputhim onloudspeaker..

Guy:What?

Nahiko:Zithulele.

Zithu:Sthandwahowareyou?Areyouokay?

Nahiko:I'm pregnantZithulele,I'm carryingyourchild.

Iwantyoutoknow thatIloveyousomuch,Ilove

youwithallofmyheart.You'remyheart.

Shedropsthecall.Andtearsareflowing.

Nahiko:ThankYouSiya.MayGodBlessyou.

Hegivesmetheplateandthetheglassthathad

juice.

Me:Pleasestaystrong,doitforyourbaby.

ImademywayoutasquicklyaspossibleIwentto



thekitchen.Andputtheplateandglassinthesink

thenwenttoseatwiththeguyssothattheydon't

knowwhatishappening.IhavemyphoneOnsilent

sinceIdon'twantanyonetonoticesomethingfishy.

CozNahiko'sHusbandkeepsoncallingandIcan't

answerhim now.

"She'ssleepingfornow,ican'ttalknow.Befastshe

wantstoletgo,Ijustfedher"Ipresssendand

deletedthemessage.

Dineocameinside,withaverybeautifulgirlshewas

verybeautiful.WhythesegirlsareafterNahiko?

_______________

ZITHULELE

Findingthecaronlyinthatwarehousemademe

angry,Icouldn'tsleepnotknowinghowmyWifeand

Childaredoing.Thefirstthingwedidwastogather

thisSiyabonga'sFamilysothatwecanThreatenhim.



Heseemslikeaweakandniceguytotellusallthis

InformationwithoutaHustleandhearingThatDineo

isinvolvedinallofthismakesmeangry.

AfterthephonecallwithNahiko,Idon'tknowIasked

MlungisitoexchangewithMnqobisinceMnqobican

drivefasterthanhim.Theydidn'tevenwantmeto

drive.No one is saying anything in the car.I'm

worriedaboutNahiko,itseemslikeshe'sinalotof

pain.

Myphonebeepsit'sthisSiyabongatellingNahikois

sleepingandshewantstogiveup.

Me:MnqobiBafosteponit,Nahikoneedsmeright

now.

Mnqobi:I'm drivingfastZithulele.

WhydidtheyHavetotakeheroutsideCapeTown

outlets,inasecludedplaceitseemslikeafarm.

Anothermessagebeeps,it'sfrom Instagram.

"Hey Bulumnko Iknow you don'tknow me,I'm

TshegoDineo's friendfrom Johannesburg.Dineois

onamissiontokillyourGirlfriendNahiko,shewill



killherIknow her.Dineoisnotokayshehasa

BipolarDisorder,andalsoSuffersfrom Dissociative

identitydisorder. Shewillharm her,shestooped

drinkingherpills.YouhavetosaveyourGirlfriend.

She'salsoworkingwithsomeonewho'syourEnemy

Idon'tknowwhothatpersonisbuttheplanistokill

yourGirlfriend"

Ireadthemessageoverandoveripassedthephone

toMkhizeandMlungisi.TheyareasshockedasI

am.

Me:CrazyornotI'm killingthatBitch.

Mlungisi:MyWorryistheenemy,whowouldwantto

killNahiko.

Me:Idon'tknowwhytheywentforherinsteadofme.

Mkhize:Whydidyouattractapsycho?Itstarted

whensheengagedherself!

Me:Nahikowarnedmeabouther,butIdidn'tthink

thatgirlwouldbypassmeandplansuchathing.

Mlungisi:I'm sureshe'sjustlisteningtotheenemy.

Dineoisfrom Johannesburgshedoesn'tknowCape



Town.

Me:MyGuessexactlybutwhowouldmasswithUs?

Mkhize:Someonewhohasadeathwish.

_________

NAHIKO

I'm thankfulforSiya'sbeing.Him beingheresaved

mylife,thefoodmadeabigdifferenceeventhoughI

wasstillfeelingsomepain.

ThedooropenedSiyaandSgoramadetheirwayin

FollowedByDineo,waitEva?wow,Wondersshall

neverend.IthankmyGutfeeling,IoncesaidIdon't

trustthisgirlandshehasprovenmeright.Ican'tbe

seem asweakIhavetostrong.

Eva:It'sNicetomeetyouagainNahiko.

Me:SametoyoutooEva!

Dineo:Youtooknoweachother?



Eva:VeryWell,wemeet2yearsago.I'm thereason

oftheirbreakup.

Wait,whatisshetalkingabout?

Me:YouframedZithulele?

Eva:Beforgotaboutmysister,andmovedon!

Me:AndwheredoIfitinallofthis?

Eva:MysisterlovedZithulelesomuch.Shegaveall

herlifetoZithulele,shetrustedhim andleftherlife

BackinLadySmithtolivewithZithuleleincapetown.

Zithulelewho choseJohannesburg overher.She

diedallbecausehim,it'shisfaultthatshedied.

Shouldshestayedbackhomenonofthiswould've

happened.

Me:I'llaskyouagainEva,wheredoIfitinallofthis?

Areyouavengingyoursister'sDeath?

Eva:Ilovethefactthatyou'reclever.Toansweryour

question,youcameintothepictureyoucameinto

Zithu'slife.Heforgotaboutmysister,heforgot

aboutthepromiseshemadetomewhenmysister

passedon.Hemovedonandlovedyoumorethan



he'severlovedsomeone.

Me:Whatpromisesdidhemade?

Eva:Thathewillmarryme,livehappilywithmehave

kidswithme.

Me:DoyouLoveZithulele?

Eva:Iusedtolovehim,butnotanymoreallthatI

havenow ishatredtowardshim.Hecouldn'teven

keeponeofhispromises,hefailedmeandfailedmy

sister.

Shewasnowcrying,thisgirlhasalotofissues.

Me:Sowhataregoingtodotome?

Eva:Ithoughtyou'llneverask,Iwillkillyoujustlike

how mysisterwaskilled.Andtakeyourheartand

throw itonhisdoorstep,Iwantto seeZithulele

shatteredintopeacesIwanthim togomad.He's

nothingwithoutyou,I'vebeenwatchinghim inthis2

Yearsperiodofyourbreakup.He'scrazyinlovewith

you,so I'm feeling sorrythathe'sgoing to lose

someonehelovessomuch.

Me:ZithulelelovedAmanda,shelovedyoursister



wholeheartlesslyhewasshattered,Iguessnowthat

hedidn'tfulfilhispromisestoyoumakeshim abad

personandlovedyoursisterlessasyousay.He

didn'tmarryyoubecauseheneverlovedyou,he

treatedyoulikeasisterabestfriend.

Eva:Youdon'tknowanything.

Me:Justadmititthatyoulovehim.That'snothard.

Eva:NoI'm notinlovewithhim.

Me:yesyouare!.

Aslaplandedonmyfaceandinajiffy,Sgorawas

nexttomewaitingformetofightbacksothathe

canholdmeagain.actuallyIdon'thaveanyfighting

spiritwithme.

Me:Slappingmewon'tchangethetruth,it'sworse

thatyoualinedyourselfwithacrazygirlthat'salsoin

lovewithZithulelethat'sinteresting.

Dineo:SayI'm crazyonemoretimeI'llshow you

crazy.

Ikeptquiet,Ididn'twantanybeatingstoday.Iwon't

challengethem today.



Dineo:I'm askingaquestionbitch.

Iremainedquiet.Idon'tknow whenandwhereshe

tooktheBaseballbat.

She hitterme with it,Eva was busykicking me

helpingher.IlaidonmytummymakingSurethey

don'tevendaretohitmeonit.

IlaidthereonthefloorUnconsciously.

_____________

ZITHULELE

Wearriveinthatplace,itwasn'tevensecured.We

tookourgunsandputsilencersonthem thenmade

way,inafewsecond8Guysweredown.Thatwasn't

evenFun,Ithoughtthey'llbegivingushardtime.I

walkintotheroom whereIhearscreamsandpeople

shouting.DineohasBaseballbatthathasalotof

blood.

Eva?Whatthefuckisshedoinghere.



Me:What'shappeninghere?

Theshockinboththeirfacegavethem in,Ididn'tdo

much.

"Bra please take Nahiko to the hospital.She's

bleeding."

Iguessthat'sSiya.

Me:PleasetakehertothecarI'lljoinyou..

IshoottheGuythatwasthereandIwasleftwith

thesetwoladies.

Mnqobi:Wherewillbefunifweshootandkillyou

hearwithouttorturingyou?

Mlungisi:IGuesstheyaregoingtotheWarehouse.

Me:DriveEva'sCarI'llbetakingNahikotohospital.

IranoutandIfoundthisSiyaGuylookingforacar.

Me:Thisway!

Iopenadoorforhim,andIdriveaway.I'llbegoing

totheNearestHospitaltheonethat'sinSommerset

sinceit'stheclosest.



Iarrivethereandtheytakehertotheemergency

room.Isatdown.

Me:Whathappenedinthere?

Siya:Madam andherfriendwerefightingNahikofor

you!

Me:Forme?

Siya:Yeah,theyareallinlovewithyou.

IchuckleallIcareforismywifeandmyunbornbaby.

MyFathergivesmeacall.

Me:Baba.

Mkhize:There'san emergencyhelicoptercoming,

I'veupdatedtheHospitalmanagement,justdriveto

capetownsothatyoucanreachthissidefast.

Me:Can'tIcomewithherwiththehelicopter?

Mkhize:Theywillbebusywithherthere.

Me:OkayI'm onmyway!

Itrustmyfather.

Me:Wehavetoheadtocapetown.



Siya:Leavingyourwifehere?

Me:MyFathersentahelicopter,I'llhavetodrive

back.

Wewentout.

Me:pleasedrive.

Igavehim thecarkeys,Idon'tknowI'm damnangry

aboutwhatthesegirlshavedone.Idon'tcareabout

DineobutEva?Allalongshe'splanningmydownfall,

Ithoughtshewasoverhersister'sdeathbutIguess

IwaswrongandIfeelsorrythatshewillhavetojoin

hersister,butidon'tthinkshe'sgoingtoheavenbut

hell.

Me:DriveFast.

Helookedatme,there'ssomethingaboutthisboy.I

don'tknow whatitisbutthere'sJustsomething

abouthim.

WearriveinMediclinicinPanoramaaftersometime.

Mywholefamilyishere,andNahiko'smotherand

Father.Ican'tlookatherintheeyeknowingthather

daughteristhereallbecauseofme.



Mamkhizehuggedmetightly,Ihatehowhopelessly

andweakI'm feeling.Idon'tknow whatI'lldoifI

loosemybaby,Idon'tknowhowIwilllookatNahiko

again.

Nahiko'smotherCame.

N.Mom:It'snotyourfault,Idon'tblameyouandI

knowNahikowillnotblameyoutoo.Youdidn'tknow

aboutthepregnancyI'm sureyouwould'veprotected

them.

Me:Idon'tknowhowIwilllookatherma.Iwantthat

babytosurvive,idon'twanttoseetearsinhereyesI

don'twanttoseeherheartbroken.

N.Mom:Everythingwillbealright,justhanginthere.

Nahikoandthebabywillbeokay.

Mamkhize:Nomzamo is right,Nahiko and my

Grandchildwillbefine.She'sastrongwomanshe

willbefine.

Ihuggedthem,Ifeltalittlebitbettertalkingtothem

butI'm stillangryatDineoandEvaforevenlanding

mywomanHere.



Nooneissayinganything,it'ssilenceeveryoneis

thinkingaboutwhateverweareindifferentworlds.

TheDoctormadehiswaytousweallstoodup.

Mkhize:Thompsonwhatdoyouhaveforus?

Dr.Thompson:Herleftribsareswollenbuttheyare

notfracturedandhasbruisesonherfaceanda

fracturedArm.Shewillhealandbefineinweeks

time.

Me:Isthebabyokay?

Helookeddownandlookedatusagain.

Dr.Thompson:ShehadaVanishingTwinsyndrome.

Me:WhattheFuckisthat?

Mamkhize:LanguageZithulele.

Shewarned.

Me:Sorryma,whatisthatDoctor?

Dr.Thompson:It'sisaLossofoneTwin,thatmean

NahikohasmiscarriedoneTwinandnow she'sleft

withone.Itoccursonthefirsttrimester.



Me:Shewascarryingtwins?

Dr.Thompson:Yessir.

Mamkhize:willtheTwinthatisleftsurvive?

Dr.Thompson:Yes,After the developing twin

disappears,its fetaltissue is absorbed by the

survivingbabyanditsmother.

Me:Won'tshehavecomplicationsinherpregnancy?

Dr.Thompson:Noshewon't,unlesssheexperience

preterm laborthatisdefinedasregularcontractions

oftheuterusresultinginchangesinthecervixthat

startbefore37weeksofpregnancy.Whichshewill

inhighriskofmiscarryingorresulttoanearlybirth.

ShemustbeStressfree,herhighbloodpressure

mustbelowatalltimes.

Icouldn'tlistentowhattheDoctorwassaying,that

meansI'velostonebabyallbecauseoftwocrazy

woman.Iwon'tsparetheirlives!

.

.
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Friends.

ThankYou.

FORTYTWO

IcouldhearbythebeepingsoundsthatI'm ina

Hospital.IwokeupIcouldfeelpeople'spresence

and yes there's my mother,Father,Mamkhize,

MkhizeandSiya.WhereisZithulele?Hewasthere,

hesavedme.Mybaby?

Me:Mamamybaby!

Mom:Shhbabe,yourbabyisokayrelax.

Ilookather,there'ssomethingshecan'ttellme.

IlookatSiya,thisGuyoverhereriskedhislifejust

forme.Idon'tknowhowtothankhim.

Me:ThankyousomuchSiya,Idon'tknow how to

thankyou.You havesaved mylifeand also my

baby'slife.I'm sograteful.

Siya:There'snoneedforthat,Ididwhatanyman

would'vedone.AndYourHusbandsavedyou,ifhe



didn'tCatchmeandmyfamilywewouldbetellinga

differentstory.hefoundyou.

WhyishecallingZithulelemyHusband?

Me:Butyougavemefood,gavehim thedirection.

Theherohereisyou.

Siya:Thankyou.

Me:WhereisZithulele?

Mkhize:Hehadtotakecareofsomething,hewillbe

here!

Inodded.

Me:I'm hungry.

Mamkhize:Babusisiweisonherwaywithfood.

Me:Alright.

Babucamewithfood,Iateandtheyleftmethere

alone.

TheDoctormadehisway.

Doctor:GoodEveningma'am.

Me:HeyDoctor.



Doctor:Howareyoufeeling?Anypain?

Me:Noonlyonmyleftside,I'm havingintensepain.

Doctor:YourRibsareswollen,youwillbefinedon't

worry!.

Me:Alrightthanksdoctor.

Doctor:The Hospitalpsychologistwillbe here

tomorrowmorningtotalkwithyou.

Me:NoI'llbefine,Idon'tneedapsychologistbutifI

needoneIhavemyownpersonalpsychologist.

Doctor:Iknowma'am you'lltryandactfine,butyou

needsomeonetotalkto.Youcancallyourown

psychologist, loosing a child can be very

heartbreaking. It can send other people to

Depression.

Me:LoosingaBaby?

MyTearsfallinstantlyasIheldmystomach.

Doctor:Youwerecarryingtwins,buttheothertwin

couldn'tmakeit.YoumiscarriedoneTwinandyou're

leftwithone.



Ididn'tsayanything,Iclosedmyeyes.Mybaby..

Doctor:Ma'am areyouokay?

Me:Ineedtobealone.

Doctor:Alright,Iwillneed your psychologist's

number.

Inod,Idon'thavewordstosay.I'm shattered,why

didn'tDr.Skeyinoticethesecondbaby?Iwould've

protectedthem both,nowI'vesavedone.

ThedooropensandIdon'tevencheckwhoit's,ifit's

thatdoctorhe willexcuse himself.Iknow this

Cologne.Iopenmyeyes

Me:OurbabyisnomoreZithulele,Icouldn'tprotect

ourbabyI'm sosorry!

Zithulele:it'snotyourfaultSthandwaSam.

Hetookofhisshoesandlaidnexttome,Ikepton

cryinginhisarms.

Me:It'smyfault,ifIprotectedbothofthem noneof

thiswould'vehappened.I'm reallysorry.

Zithu:I'm theonetobeblamed,DineoandEvawere



obsessedwithmethatIdidn'tevennoticethatthey

canharm you.I'm sorryforarrivinglate,I'm sorrymy

love,I'm theonewhoshouldbeblamedforloosing

ourbaby.Pleasedon'tstressSthandwaSam,it'snot

goodforthebaby.Pleasemylovelet'sdoitforthe

twinthat'sleft.

Ihughim tightly.

Me:Whyisthishappeningtous?Whathavewe

donetooffendGodthisway.

Zithu:I'm sorrySthandwapleaselet'snotblameGod

inthis,youcanblameme.

_____________

ZITHULELE

LeavingthehospitalIdidn'tgotothewarehouse,I

couldn'tgathermyselftogothere,Iwasgoingto

shootthem andkillthem thatwouldbeeasyfor

them.SoinsteadIwenttoNahiko'sApartment,I

found myselfsnuggling herpillows.Iwanted to



smellher,feelherpresence.Idon'tknowhowI'llbe

abletolookatherknowingthatshelostonetwin

andthat'sbecauseofme.

Mkhize called me saying they leftthe Hospital

becauseofvisitinghours.IaskedDoctorThompson

toletmesleepwithNahikobecauseshe'sgoingto

needme.

Hearingherblamingherselfbrokeme,Ididn'twant

thistohappenthisway.She'sgoingtobehurtand

shewillharm herselfbecauseofallthis.

Idon'tknowwhenIfellasleepbutIwokeuptothe

sleepingNahiko.She'sholdingmetightlylikeshe

doesn'twantmetoleave.

TheNursemadeherwayin.

Nurse:GoodMorningsir.

Me:Morningwhattimeisit?

Nurse:09:00am.Ineedtofeedher,bathherand

cleanherwounds.

Me:I'llhelpyouwiththat.



Nurse:Okaysir.

IwokeNahikoup,shejustlookedatmewithout

sayinganything.Hereyesareread,bloodshotred.

Me:MorningSthandwaSam,youneedtoeatsothat

youcandrinkyourmedication.

Shedoesn'tsayanything,butsheeattheporridge

I'm givingher.

TheNursehelpshertobaththentheycameback,I

cleanedupherwounds.Andappliedcream onher

leftfortheswollenribs.Shewaswincinginpain.

Nurse:Shehasn'tsaidanythingthismorning.

Me:I'venoticedthattoo.

She'slookingattheceilinglikeshe'sinherown

world.She'sholdingherself.

Thedooropens,herparentsandmyparentsmade

theirwayin.

N'smom:Howisshe?

Nurse:Shehaven'tsaidanything,sheateandbathed

butstillnothing.I'llgoandcalltheDoctortocheck



herout.

Mamkhize:Alright.

Shewentout.

N'sMom:Doessheknowaboutthemiscarriage?

Me:Yes,DrThompson told her.She's blaming

herselfinallofthis.Shesaidshedidn'tknow that

shewascarryingtwins,sosheprotectedonechild

insteadoftwo.She'sblamingherself.

TheDoctormadehiswayin.

DrThompson:Can you please give me and my

patientsomespace.Itwon'ttaketime.

Wewentoutandsatonthebranches,waitingfor

Thompson.

Hecomesbacktous

Me:DoctorWhat'swrongwithher?

DrThompson:she's having a Mental(Nervous)

Breakdown.

Mkhize:AndWhatisthatThompson,pleaseexplain

inplainEnglish.



Me:Isshegoingcrazy?

DrThompson:No,she'snotcrazy.She'sjusthaving

amentalbreakdownwhichalsoknownasanervous

breakdownisanon-medicalterm usedtodescribe

anacutetemporary,shortphaseofadisorderwith

features ofdepression oranxiety.Thatincludes

Hallucinations,stress,Socialbreakdown,Tiredness

andcreatetheirownscenery.Me:How longdoes

thistake?

DrThompson:Itwilldependonher,shesaidshehas

herownpsychologist.SoIwouldsuggestyoucall

herpsychologistsothatshecangethelpthatshe

needs.

Me:AlrightIwillcallhernow!

Hewalkedaway,IslowlysatdownattheBench.

Mkhize:Youhavetobestrongforherson.

Me:ItfeelsasifI'm failingher,Idon'tknowwhatto

doanymore.

Mkhize:Bethereforher,makesurethatwhenshe

needsyouyou'rethere.Supportherthroughoutallof



this.Beherstrength.

Me:HayiAngisaziMinababa.Ngiyahluleka![Idon't

knowanymorefather,I'm givingup]

Mkhize:Iknowthisishardforyoubutbethereokay?

Inod

N'sMom:LetmegiveyouCharmaine'sNumber.

ShegavemehernumberIringedher.

Charmaine:CharmaineStephanHello.

Me:HelloCharmaine,you'reSpeakingtoZithulele

Mkhize.

Charmaine:Alright,howcanIhelpyou?

Me:Itregardsoneofyourpatients,NahikoMsomi.

She'sinHospitalandshe'sexperiencingaNervous

Breakdown.Ineedyourhelp.

Charmaine:Pleasetellme?Whichhospitalissheat?

Me:MediclinicinPanorama.

Charmaine:AlrightI'm onmyway!

Me:AlrightThanks.



Idroppedthecall..

Me:She'scoming.

Mamkhize:ThankGodshe'snotbusy!.

Chumani,AzoleandGigimadetheirwaytous.

Chumani:HeyMan.

Me:Yeah.

Wefistbump.

Azole:Howisshe?

N'sMom:She'snotdoingokay!I'm scaredthatshe

mayloosethesecondbaby.

Azole:She'spregnant?

Gigi:Whatdoyoumeanshemaylosethesecond

baby?

N'sMom:ShewaspregnantwithTwinsandshe

miscarriedoneTwinshe'sonlyleftwithonlyone

Twin.

Azole:Whathappened?

Mamkhize:Shewaskidnapped



Azole:ArethoseKidnappersDead?BecauseIwant

tokillthem onmyown.

Nooneansweredthatquestion!

Gigi:sohowissheholdingup?

Mamkhize:She'shavingaNervousBreakdown,we're

waitingforCharmaineherpsychologisttotalkwith

herandseehowshe'sholdingup.

Azole:Thisissobad,whycan'tshejustbehappyfor

once?

Gigi:Howfarisshe?

N'sMom:1month,1week.Thispregnancywillbea

verycomplicatedpregnancyforher,sheneedsour

help.Weallhavetobethereforherthat'sallwecan

do,shewillneedustobeatthis.

Mamkhize:She'sright,Nahikoneedsusmorethan

evernow.She need ourlove,strength and our

fightingspiritsothatwecanfightwithher.

Azole:Iam willingtodowhateverittakesforherto

beokay!

Gigi:I'm hereforher,wheneversheneedsme.



Awhitewomancametous..

N'sMom:Charmaineit'sgoodtoseeyou!

Soshe'sCharmaine?

Charmaine:HeyNomzamo.How isNahikoHolding

up?

N'sMom:Notgood,notgoodatall.

Charmaine:Letmegoandseeher.

Me:CanIgo withyou?She'sthemotherofmy

unbornchild

Charmaine:Yesyoumaycome,butifshedoesn't

wantyouthereyouwillleave.

Me:YesIhavenoproblem withthat.

Myfatherplaced his hand on myshoulderand

nodded,Igavehim anodtoothenwenttotheroom

whereNahikoisat.

Wewalkedin,she'slookingattheceiling.

Charmaine:HeyHikomylove!

Shelookedatus,hereyesaresoempty.



Shesmiledatus.

Charmaine:Howareyoudoing?

Nahiko:Shhh,keepitlowtheBabyissleeping.

Me:WhatBaby?

Nahiko:Junior,ourBabyboyJuniorhe'ssleeping.

Bhelekazipleasefetchhisspecifiersothatwhenhe

wakesuphewon'tcry.

Charmainelooksatme,Ihavebriefedherabout

Nahiko'ssituation.

Charmaine:Juniorisaveryhandsomeboy.

Nahiko:Right?HelooksexactlylikehisfatherI'm

evenjealous.

Charmaine:He'strulyhisfather'sSon.

Nahiko:BhelekaziistalkingtoyouZithulele.Whyare

younotansweringher?

IlookatCharmaine,hetellsmetotalktoher.

Me:Whatissheasking?

Nahiko:She'saskingwhenarewegettingmarried,



we'vebeenengagedforaverylongtime.

Me:in2monthstimemylove.

Shesmiledatme.Idon'tknowwhattodonow,I'm

lost.Nahikoisseeingandhearingthingsthatwe

can'tevensee.

Charmaine:Nahikohowareyoufeeling?

Nahiko:I'm happysohappy,thisfeelslikeadream

I'm havingjunior,I'm pregnantBhelekaziisherewith

meandI'm EngagedaboutgetmarriedtotheLove

ofmylife.

Charmaine:Isee.

DrThompson:Sorrytodisturbbutmypatientsneed

torestnow.Wewillsedatehertosleep.

Wenoddedthenwaitedforhim outside.

Hecametousafterafewminutes.

DrThompson:I'm gladyouarehere,what'sthemain

problem.

Charmaine:HerNervousbreakdownmadeherto

feelhopelessandtoavoidnormalsocialsituations



that'swhyshecreatedtheimageofhavingababy

andseeingherlateGrandmother.Iwillcomeagain

later,andtrytomakeherunderstandthatthere'sno

babyandherGrandmotherisnomore.Shewillbe

fineinweekstime,aslongasshe'snotstressingto

affectthesecondbabyallisgood.

DrThompson:Thankyou,I'lltryto stabilizeand

monitorthebabyandhertoo.

Charmaine:thatwouldbegreat.

DrThompsonleftus.

Charmaine:SheLovesyou,everythingwillbefine.

Bothherandthebabywillbegood.Justbetherefor

heralways.

Me:I'llbethereforher.Trustme.

Iwalkedhertotheparkinglot,shedroveoffandI

wenttomycar.TodayisthelastdayofDineoand

Eva.

Idrovestraighttothewarehouse.

There'sSandz,MlungisiandMnqobi.

Me:Bafo.



Them:Bafo.

Mlungisi:How'sNahikoDoing?

Me:she'sgettingworsebutshewillbebetterin

weekstime,I'm holdingonthat.

Mnqobi:She'saverystrongwomanshewillpass

throughthis.Shehaveyoubyherside.

Me:ThankyousomuchBafo.

Sandz:Youwillbefine,justbestrong!

Me:Yeah,wherearethosetwo.

Mnqobi:Tortureroom.

Iwalkedthere,andIfoundthem sleeping.Iwalked

tothefreezerandtookIcewaterandthrew iton

them.

Theyscreamed.

Me:HeyLadies.

Isaidthattakingthetoolbox.

Eva:Zithulele.

Me:That'smyname.



Eva:Iam sosorry,Ididn'tmeantodothisIdon't

know whathasgotten into me.Ifelta need to

avengemysisterIam sorryIdidn'tmeantoharm

Nahiko.

Me:Mhhhh

Eva:You're my.bestfriend Zithulele remember?

We'vebeenthroughalottogether.Butlookatus,we

stillstandingyoucandothis.

Me:foundit!

ItooktheScrewdriverandascissor.Iremovedthe

jeansoffherthighsbycuttingit.

Me:WhatdidNahikodotoyou?

Eva:Nothing.

Me:I'llaskagain.WhathasNahikodonetoyou?

Shekeptquiet,Istabbedherrightthigh.

Me:Answermyquestion.

Shewasscreaming

Eva:YouLovedher.



Ipushedthescrewdriverdownwardsanddeepshe

screamed.

Me:Younotansweringme.

Shekeptonscreaming.Itookthespiritandpouredit

onherthigh.Iremovedthescrewdrivershewas

screaming,Dineowashelpingher.

Ididthesamethingonherleftthigh.

Eva:Shetookyoufrom me,IloveyouZithulele.I

loveyousomuchbutshecameinthepictureand

youlovedherandbrokeallthepromisesthatyou

madetome.Ipromisetomarrymeandhavekids

withme.Youbrokeallofthatandthat'sallbecause

ofher!

ShewascryingIremovedthescrewdriverandwent

toDineo.

Me:Iwon'taskthesameQuestiontoyouagainand

again.

Istabbedheronherthigh,shemuffledherscreams.

She thought she was stronger , buried the

screwdriverdeepandtwisteditshescreamedin



agony.

Dineo:I'm sorrypleaseforgiveme!Iwillleavesouth

Africagotoanothercountry.

Istabbedherotherthighandinflectedpaininher.

Shewascrying,bothofthem werecrying.Iwentto

the otherroom and took Tikkie and Bruno my

pitbulls.

Me:Tikkie,Brunohavefun.That'syourlunch.

IsatbackthentookMyCigaretteandsmoked.I

don'tsmokeeveryday,IsmokewheneverIfeelangry

orpissed.Theirscreamswerenothingtome,I've

hadmoreintensescream thantheirI'm notfazedat

all.

Therewasbloodalloverthem.Iwenttothefire

placeandlitthefire.

Me:TikkieandBrunoStopthat'senough.

Itookthedogsintotheirroom andclosedit.

Iwenttotheladies,theywereinaverybadstateand

didn'tcareatall.

Eva:Iam sosorryZithulelepleasesparemylife,I



willleavethecountryandneversetfoothereever

again.PleaseforgivemeIbegyouZithulele.

Dineo:Evaisright,wewillleavepleasespareus

we'vealreadysufferedenough.Wewon'ttellanyone

wewilltakethefirstflightthat'sgoingoutofthe

country.

Me:Youdidn'tsparemybaby'slifewhyshouldI

spareyourshuh?WhywouldIwanttospareyours

whyyoudidn'tevenspareanunbornbaby'slife?

Heckyoutwoareright,youwon'teversetyourfoot

herenotevenonearth.Thisisyourlastfewminutes

onearth.

Eva:Please Zithu,I'm begging you.Thinkofmy

parentsloosingbothoftheirdaughters.Thinkofmy

SisterAmanda,I'm sorry.

Me:yourparentswillneverknow,andAmandaisno

moreit'spityyouain'tjoiningherinheaven.

Itooktheparaffinandpouritonthem,theybegging

andscreamingformetostop.

Me:DidyoustopwhenNahikoaskedyoutostop?



Theydidn'tevenanswermyquestion.

Me:Who'sfirsttogoinsidethefire?

Theystartedmovingbackwardsslowlysincethey

hadnostrengthinthem.

Me:Bothofyouwillbegoinginside,thatwouldbe

verycute!

ItookDineoandthrewheronfireandtookEvatoo

andthrewhertheretoo.

Iwatchedthem astheyscreamedcallingforhelp

andaskingforanapology.

Me:AshestoAshesladies!.

Isaidthatleavingtheroom.

.
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FORTYTHREE

"Chickennuggets,Beefburgerwithlargechipsfrom

RoccoMamas,stickywings,Hotwingsandtiramisu

cake.Ohand don'tforgetpeppermintIcecream,

CranberryJuiceandsomesnackI'veranout"

Me:you're notgetting anyIce cream Nahiko and

that'sfinal.

Nahiko:mxxm you'resuchabully.

Shewalksoutonme,cursingandmumblingthings

thatIcan'tevenhear.

Nahiko:Youknow what?ForgetaboutallthatI've

askedyoutobuy.IhateyouMarnZithulele

Sheshoutedfrom Upstairs.

4MonthspregnantandIjustcan'twaitforherto

givebirthalready.I'vehadenough.Thesepast3

monthswerehardonherbutshe'sverystrongshe

wentthroughallofthisnotalonebutwithmebyhis

side.Thereweretimesthatshealmostmiscarried

thesecondbabybutThanktheLordwesurvivedand



Triumphinallofthis.

"YouarestillhereBulumnkoZithuleleMkhize?"

Me:butwheream IsupposedtobeatSthandwa

Sam?

Nahiko:Don'ttryme,pleasedon't!I'm givingyouan

hour.

Shewalkedintothekitchen.

Itakethecarkeysandwentout,AzoleandGigiwere

abouttoknock.

Me:HeyLadies.

Them:Hi.

Me:Yourcrazyfriendisinside,lookIhavetorunher

errandsifnotI'llfindmyselfoutsidemyhouseagain.

TheylaughedatmeasrantomyCar.We'restaying

inmyhouse,theDoctorandCharmainesuggested

thatsheshouldstaywithsomeone,she'shereonly

forthisweekshe'sstayingwithherparentsbutI

askedforherthisweekandit'sonly3daysandI

wantheroutofmyhouse.



Myphoneringsit'sSiyabongaIconnectmyphone

onBluetooth.

Me:Siya.

Siya:Brawehaveaproblem attheTaxiRank.

Me:Whatproblem?

Siya:TheRoutetoMitchell'sPlainisclosed,those

Colouredswantttakeoverand Therearesome

gangsherewedon'twanttofight.

Me:I'llhandleit,I'llcalloneoftheAlphasthat'sin

chargeofthatroutes.Youwillbeabletodrivethere.

Siya:Therewon'tbeanyWar?

Me:Notherewon'tbeaneedforWar.I'llbepeaceful

aspossible.

Siya:AlrightBra,Fede.

Me:Sure.

IdroptheCall,NahikoaskedmetodowhateverSiya

wants,sincehe'sabreadwinnerathishome.SoI

askedSiyawhathewantedtodo,heToldmehe

wantedtobeintheTaxiindustry,Ididn'thavea



problem withthat,we'regoingon50/50.Wehave

protection forhim since he seems weak,so he

managestheTaxisandTaxidriver,Imanagethe

otherownersand Turfsproblem.Everythingisstill

goingwellwehavenoproblems.

Imakedrivethrutoallthestopsbuyingherthings.I

parkedatthemallmakingmywaytoWoolworthsI

needtobuythatcakeandsnack,I'm debatingon

whethertobuytheicecream ornot.Ibuyit,I'llhide

itandifshegivesmetoughtimeI'llgiveittoher.

Idrivebacktomyplace.

She'sdoingsomeYoga,IthoughtherFriendswould

bestillhereandentertainherbutno.Notonlyme

can'tstandherbutherfriendstoo.

"Ohhyou'rebag,thankyousomuchmyLove"

Shetakesthebagsfrom me,ifshewasn'tpregnantI

would'veconcludedthatshe'sbipolar.

ItseemsasifI'm nothere.

MyphonecallRingsit'sJK.

Me:JK



JK:HeyHandsome,howareyou?

Me:I'm goodMan.

JK:DidyouhavetotalkaboutmebeingaMan?I'm a

Woman

Me:Yeah,inyourdreams.

JK:Idon'tgetitwhy I'm working foryou,but

everythingisgoingaccordingtoplan.

Me:Thering?

JK:I'vesentthem to youremailsinceyoudon't

answeryourphone,pleasechoosetheOneyoulove

the most.Make itsnappy actually check your

WhatsAppnowandgivemeacall.

Ilogin,andMessagesfloodonIdidn'tevenknow

I'm famous.IwhenthroughtheringsandIfellinlove

withoneofthem.IgiveJKaCall.

JK:thatwasfast.

Me:I'm a Man,Iwon'tgush overrings and be

indecisiveaboutsomething.

JK:SoyouagreethatI'm awoman.



Me:Ididn'tsayso,buttakethat2.8caretDiamond

ringwithWhiteGoldCentrepiece.

JK:Greatchoice,IloveitandI'm sureshewillloveit

too.

Me:ItrustyoutomakethisdaySpecialforher,

pleasemaketheplacebeautiful.

JK:NoworriestheDresswillcomewiththeMakeup

andhairstylist.

Me:Alrightthankyou.

JK:I'm onlydoingmyjob.

Me:Alrightbye.

JK:Bye.

Idrop the call.Ismile,tomorrow it's Nahiko's

BirthdayandIwanttoengageherthem sendmy

unclesforLobola,Idon'twanttohaveachildoutof

wedlock.BythetimethebabyisbornNahikoandI

havetobealreadymarried.

"Youmustbethinkingaboutsomewoman,areyou

cheatingonmewenaZithulele?"



Ilook ather,she has hands on herwaistI'm

threadingcarefullyhereIdon'twanttolaughather

shewillbeangry.

Me:Nomylove,Iwasthinkingaboutyou.

Nahiko:Am IafoolZithulele?DoIlooklikeanIdiot?

IsidiotwrittenonmyForehead?

Me:BabyCalm downokay?I'm notcheatingonyouI

wouldnever.

Nahiko:IfyoudarecheatonMeZithuleleBulumnko

MkhizetrustmeI'llburnyouAliveandgiveyour

ashestodogs.

Me:Iwouldnevercheatonyou,andI'llkeepthatin

mind.

Nahiko:Andwhereismyicecream?Whydoyou

alwaystestmeZithulele?Areyounotbotheringme

enoughwithyourcheatingways?Doyouwantmeto

die?DoyouwantmyHighbloodpressuretorisehuh?

Me:Ihaveyouricecream it'sinthecar.

Nahiko:IntheCar?

Me:YesSthandwaSam.



Nahiko:Areyousureyoustillfunctioningwell?It's

blazinghotoutsideyoulefticecream inthecar,who

willeatameltedicecream?YouknowBigHead?I'm

Donewithyou,eattheIcecream Idon'twantit

anymore!

Shetakesthe5Ljuiceandthesnacksandheadup.

AreallpregnantwomanlikethisorNahikoisbeing

Dramatic?IfIshoutedathershewouldbecrying

rightnow.

Iwenttothecartooktheice,ithasn'tmeltedthat

muchit'sjustthatpregnantwomanupstairsiscrazy.

Iputitonfreezer.IeatthewingsthatIboughtfor

myselfand drank my beerIneed allthe help.

MamkhizebeforeNahikowaspregnantsheusedto

comeannouncenow thatshe'spregnanttheydon't

evenpopup.She'ssuchaslavedriver,abigbully.

Iwalkupstairs,she'ssleepingNakedontopofthe

bed,there'sadressontopofherhand.

Shewasabouttogetdressed,Ilaughather.Idress

herandcoverherwithafleeceblanket..

Doy'allhearthat?.



'Peaceful'.

_________

NAHIKO

Me:hey,whoareyou?Whatareyoudoingwithmy

baby?

Lady:He'ssohandsomejustlikehisFather,andhas

hismother'sbeautifuleyes.

Me:Wellthankyou!Butwhoareyou?

Lady:ZithuleleisaNiceman,thankyouforchanging

him.You'retheLoveofhisLife,youtwoaremeant

foreachotherwhetherIwasaliveordead.

Me:Amanda?

Shenods.

Amanda:Youhavesuchabeautifulheart,you'reso

humble,selflessandyou'resobeautiful.Thankyou

forlovingZithulelethewayyoulovehim.He'sno

saintthatIknow,you'velovedhim morethanIdid.

Helovesyoutoowithhiswholeheartandlife.



Me:Thank you so much,I'm sorry aboutwhat

happenedtoyou.Hewantedtosaveyouwithhisall,

helovesyoutoo.You'realwaysinhisheartyou'rehis

firstlove.

Amanda:Iknow,he'sinmyhearttoo.Itwasmeant

formetoleaveearth,itwasmytimesoIdon't

Blamehim.Iblessyourunion,mayGodBlessyou

andZithulelewithlotsofloveandhappinesswith

yourkidsbyyourside.YoudeservealltheGood

thingsinyourlife.YourGrandmotherisalwayswith

you,shelovesyousomuch.

Me:Youtooarebeautiful,Thankyou.Imissmy

Grandmothereveryday.IsthatmyBaby?

"Yes,he'sHandsome,hewillbreakheartsoneday"

Irunintoherwarm armsIengulfinahug.Tearson

mycheeks.

Me:IwanttobehereBhelekazi,it'ssopeacefuland

refreshing.

Bhelekazi:Iknow,that'swhat'scomingtoyourlife.

Happiness,Love,refreshmentandpeace.It'salldue

mychildTheLightattheendofthetunnelhas



shineduponyou.YourHappiness.

Me:ThankyouBhelekazi,Iloveyousomuch!

Bhelekazi:Iloveyouwaymoremybaby.

Ihughersotightly,Amandaisnotwithusanymore.

Bhelekazi:here is yourbaby,Nqobizitha Junior

Mkhize!

Me:Nqobizitha?

Bhelekazi:HehasconqueredyourLongestfightwith

yourenemies,hesurvivedhefoughtforhisSurvival.

Heconqueredall,he'syourstrongchildjustlikehis

father'Junior'Zithulele.

Me:Thankyousomuch,Ilovethenames.

Bhelekazi:Iblessyoumychild,IblessyourMarriage

withZithuleleIgiveyouallmyblessingsIloveyou

Nana!

Me:Thankyou,Iloveyouwaymore.

Bhelekazi:Ihavetogonow,HappyBirthdayMyLove.

ShehugsmeandgivemeNqobizithaJuniorMkhize.

Ilookatmyhandsomeson.



Me:ByeSthandwaSam!

Iwaveasshefadesaway.

"HAPPYBIRTHDAYTOYOU!!HAPPYBIRTHDAYTO

YOU.HAPPY BIRTHDAY DEAR NAHIKO HAPPY

BIRTHDAYTOYOU!!!"

Iopenmyeyesandsmileathim,mybabykicks.

Me:Zithulele!

Isayinshockit'sthefirsttimethebabyiskicking.

Zithu:what'swrong.

Itakehishandsandplacethem onmystomach,he's

soexcitedwebothareexcited.Thisispriceless,I'm

evencrying

Zithu:he'swishinghismotherahappybirthday.

Iusestoarguewithhim andsaythischildisgirl

afterthisdream I'm certainit'saboy.

Me:WellThankyouBoy!

HestopskickingandZithulelekissme!

Zithulele:HappyBirthdayMama,Iloveyousomuch.



Me:ThankBabakheIloveyoutoo.

Wehugandkiss..

"Okaystopitnow!It'snotcuteanymore"

It'smymotherandMamkhize.

Theycomeandhugme.

Mom:HappyBirthdayMybaby,mayGodblessyou

abundantlyandgrantyouwishandyearnsfor.Ilove

you.

Me:Thanksmommy,Iloveyoutoo.

Mamkhize:HappyBirthdaymakoti,mayGodbless

youandgiveyoumorelife.Iloveyoubaby

Me:Thankyouma,Iloveyoutoo.

Mamkhize:Nowyoutwowatchthis.

Itakeherphoneandit'smeandZithulelegushing

overourBaby'sfirstkick.IlaughatZithulele'ssmile,

it'ssobroadbutbeautiful.

Me:PleasesendittomeonWhatsApp,thiswillbe

memoriesofmyfirstpregnancy.



Mamkhize:willsurelydo,pleasetakesquickshower

peoplearewaitingforyou.

Theyleft,now I'm lookingattheWold'samazing

boyfriend.

Zithu:Yousleptearlyyesterdayyoudidn'tevenwake

upatnight.Andyouweremadatme

Me:It'stheHormonesbabyyouknow,I'llneverdo

youlikethat.

Hesmiles.

Zithu:Iknowbabyyouwouldnever.

Me:Alrightletmetakeashower!

Zithu:I'llbedownstairs.

Heleavesfast,hethinksI'm gonnaaskhim toshare

a showerwith me butwe have guestand we

wouldn'twanttokeepthem waiting.

Itakeaquickshower,drymybodyandlotion.

Iworemyyellow maternitydresswith mywhite

sandals.

Icombmyafroandtieitinanicebun.



I make my way downstairs,my friends their

boyfriends,my parents,twins,Zenande,Mkhize

familyisalldownstairseatingandlaughinginthis

long table thathas food.My heartsmiles I'm

feasting.

"HappyBirthday"

Theysingandwishmeaveryhappybirthdayand

smiling and shedding tears.It's the hormones,I

literallycryfornoreasonatall.

Everyonewishesmeahappybirthdayandthegood

wishes.

Me:Thankyousomuchtoyouall,thisisthebest

birthdayever.

Mamkhize:waittillyouseelateron.

Me:I'm havingaparty?

Zithu:SomethinglikethatSthandwaSam.

HesayseyeingMamkhize,Mamkhizejustshrugged

hershoulders.

Idon'tmindthem,I'm focusedonmyplatethat's

whatmattersNqobizithaishungryheneedstobe



fed.Ijustcan'twaitforhim tobebornmyhandsome

son.

Zithu:SthandwaSam I'm goingwiththeguys,there

aresomethingthatweneedtotakecareof.Imay

notcomebackbutseeyouatthevenuewherewe

willbehavingyourparty.

Me:Doyoureallyhavetogo?

Hesigh.

Zithu:Babyit'syour25thbirthday,ithastobethe

bestokay.

Me:FineleavebeforeIchangemymind.

Zithu:Iknowyoucanchangeyourmindinseconds.

ByeIloveyou.

Me:Iloveyoutoo.Bye.

HekissMtforeheadandleavewithfriends.

I'm leftwithAzoleandGigieveryonewenttoprepare

formyBirthdayparty.

Azole:Thisfeelslikeadream,afairytaleyouknow.

Me:Yeah,we'vegrownsomuchthatifyoutoldme2



YearsbackthatIwouldbeherebackwithZithulele,

pregnantGigiengagedtobemarried,andmyBest

friendinalongestRelationship.It'ssuchadream.

Azole:Yeah.Ican'tevenbelieveitmyself,onemonth

waslongenoughformetobeinaRelationship.2

years 6months is a lot,I'm already planning a

weddinginmyheardrightnowChumaniIsallagirl

wouldeverwant.

Gigi:IneverlikedColoureds,noteveninmywildest

dreams buthere Iam madly in love with and

engagedtobemarriedit'ssounreal.I'm gladIfound

soulsistersinyougirls,I'vefoundSisterhoodnot

even friendship because what we share is a

sisterhood.Iloveyoulittlesisters.

Me:Thishormonesaremessingmeup.Butthank

you guysforAlwaysbeing thereforme,and I'll

alwaysbethereforyoutwonomatterwhatthe

universeholds.IloveyoubigsisterandIloveyou

tooLittlesister.

Azole:I'veneverbeenclosetopeopleasyouguys,

Nahikoyou'retheloveofmylifeatruefriendyouare



straighttalkeryouityoudon'tlikesomethingyou

sayityouvoiceoutyouropinions.Gigiyou'resucha

GodsentanAngelinhumanform.You'rethebest

sistera girlchild could everask for,so sweet,

humbleandkindhearted.Iloveyoubigsisters.

Weshareahug,I'llnevertradethistwo.

Me:It's myfirstBirthdaywithoutYothando,you

know evenbackinEasternCapeshewasthefirst

persontowishmeahappybirthday.Butit'sgood

youguysareherewithme.

Azole:Wewillgrowoldhoney!

Welaugh,theywillgettingreadywithmetodayfor

myspecialBirthdayparty.

"SthandwaSam,there'saGayGuyJKcomingwitha

MakeupandhairstylistGirl.Theywillsortyouthree

withdresses,makeupandhairstyle.Ican'twaitto

seeyou,Iknow you'llbethemostbeautifullady.I

loveyoumama."Ireadthemessageandshowitto

thegirls.

Azole:ThisisthelifeI'vewishedforanddreamt

about.Wearelivinglifeladies.



Welaughather,theyaredrinkingchampagneand

I'm drinkingcranberryjuiceI'm sojealousShame!

.
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FORTYFOUR

"CryonemoretimeI'llwipethatmakeupoffyour

face"

IlaughatJK,he'sGayandIalreadylovehim.

Me:I'm sorry,I'm lookingbeautifulthat'swhy.

JK:Andyoulookingbeautifulandyou'regettinglate

foryourbirthdayCelebration.Yourfriendswillget

drunkhere.



Ilaughathim,GigiandAzolehavebeendrinking

Champagne.

IlookatmyselfInthemirroroncemoretime.

ThismustardDresswithOnearm rolledopenback

andslitonmyleftleg.MybabybumpissocuteI

smilethistimearound.

Imademywaydownstairsmyfriendsareseatedin

theloungesippingonchampagnedidItelly'allthat

I'm jealousofthem drinkingAlcohol?Where'smoral

support?

Me:Beforeyoutwogetdrunkcanwelive?

Azole:Mamalookatyou,OhmyGodyouareso

beautiful.YoulooklikeanAngel.

Ismileather.

Me:Thankyoumylove.

Gigi:You really look beautiful.Zithulele willcry

seeingtolikethis.

Welaugh.

"Okay enough with the Chitchatlet's go you're



alreadylateforyourbirthdaycelebration"

Me:JKyou'resojealous!

Ilaughathim.

There'saLimousineoutside,andIlookatJK.

Me:OhmyGoodnessJK,isthisourride?

JK:Yeshoneyitis.

Zithuleleissomethingelse.

TheridetothevenueissofunJKisourentertainer

we'vebeenlaughingfrom thehouse,it'strueGays

arethebest.

Wearriveinthisplace,itlookslikeaLodgeit'sso

beautiful and the night lights are making it

exceptional.Wemakewayintosomechapel,it'sso

beautifulGoldandBlackisthetheme..Myfamilyis

here looking so beautifulIlove baby Zenande's

dressit'ssobeautifulitsuitsher.MkhizeFamilyis

alsoherelookingbeautifulasalways,Charmaineis

hereandotherladiesthatIworkwithatthecentre.

ThisisbeautifulIspotChelseaand otherladies

whichweattendedtheTherapygroupwiththem!



Ismileatmyself,there'snowayZithulelepulledall

thisbyhimselfmybestfriendhadahandhere!.

SpeakingofZithulelewhereishe?

"HappyBirthdayBestie"

Ilookback,it'sNkosinaye,BusisiweandPrincess.

Ihughim

Me:ThisDaykeepsongettingbetterandbettereach

andeverysecond.

Nkosinaye:Iwouldn'tmissitfortheworld.Youlook

beautiful,lookatbabybumpit'ssocute.I'm goingto

beanunclesoon.

Ilaughathim.

Me:Yeah,IthoughtIshouldgiveprincesssomeBen

10youknow.

Welaughed.

Me:ButI'm gladthatyouarehere.Tocelebratemy

birthdaywithme,I'm grateful.

Ihughim.

Nkosinaye:That'swhatbestfriendsarefor.



Me:feelfreetomingleandBusisiweI'm sorryIjust

gotcarriedaway

Busisiwe:It'sokaymyloveIunderstandit'sbeen

longthatyouhaven'tseeneachother.

Me:Yeah,enjoyletmegogreettheotherguests.

Nkosinaye:Alright.

Igoaroundgreetingpeople,I'm happythatpeople

closetomyheartarehere.

"HeySister"

Me:HeyBrother.

Ihughim,Siyabongahasbeenthebigbrotherthat

I'veneverhad.We'vegottenclosebythetimeIwas

inhospitalandwhenIwashealingfrom thetrauma

andMentalbreakdown.

Siya:Youlookbeautiful,Happybirthday.

Me:Thankyou,WhereisZithulele?

Siya:Hewillbeheresoon,hewasfixingthingshere

sohewenttochange.Doyoumisshim?

Me:Ilastsaw him inthemorningofcourseImiss



him.

Siya:Alrightletmegocheckonhim foryou.

Me:Please.

HeleftandIfeelawarm hugfrom myback.Iknow

thiswrinkledwhitehands.

Me:Charms.

Charmaine:My Baby look atyou,so grown,so

beautifulandyou'reglowing.Happinesssuitsyou.

Me:ThankyouandIdidn'tevenknow allofthisis

goingtohappen,Iexpectedsomethingsosmall.

Charmaine:Thatmanlovesyou,hewastherefor

youinyourdifficulttimes,heneverleftyou.Thelove

thatyoutwoshareissotrueandpure,youarewhat

theycallsoulmates.

Me:ThankyouandnowIbelievethat,I'vefoundtrue

love in him,Ifound a fatherfigure,bestfriend,

brotherandalifetimepartnerit'sallI'veeverasked

forandwhatI'vealwaysdreamttohave.

Charmaine:YouhavesuchabeautifulheartMayyou

passittoyourchildrenaswell,may,heyinheritwhat



youtwohave.

Me:CharmaineJKinstructedmethatIshouldn'tcry

sopleasestopwithsuchwordsIdon'tknowwhatto

doI'lljustcry!

Webothlaugh.

Charmaine:WellhappyBirthdaymyLove.Gotoyour

manoverthere!

Iturninnanoseconds,thereheislookingallsortsof

handsomeinthatblackTux,whiteshirt.Thetop2

buttonsareunbuttonedhe'schiseledchestisout

there,hehadahaircutperfectlytreamed.Ican't

stopmysmile,I'm blushingIam undressinghim

withmyeyesifitwasthetwoofusinthishallI

would'vehavehim righthererightnow.Irushtohim

andgivehim abighug,helaughsatmebutgivesme

thebesthug.

Zithu:SoIwasmissed?

Heaskedwithasmirkonhisface.

Me:Wellyouhavenoidea,Iwasabouttocryandgo

mad.



Zithu:ThankGodIarrived.MyLoveyouarelooking

sobeautiful,Idon'tknow whatI'llsayyoulooklike

butyou'relookinglikesomethingI'veneverhadin

myentirelife,Idon'tseemyselfdoingthislifething

withoutyoubymyside.You'remyeverythingNahiko

Msomi.

Ihughim avoidingtosharesometears.

"OkayMrAndMissPartycanwestartnow?"

Me:JKwhatdoyouwantfrom me?

Helaughs.

JK:Justtakeaseatsothatwemayhavesome

speeches!

WetakeaseatintheToptable.

Jk:Okay according to my program,we have a

speakerfrom work.Charmaine,pleasepeoplethisis

notafuneralshortandsweetmessagessothatwe

canmoveon.Wehaveto eat,wedon'twantto

starvemissparty!

Everyonelaughs,wheredidZithulelegetJKfrom?

Charmainemakesherwaytothepodium andtakes



themicfrom JK.

Charmaine:I'vealreadytalkedwithyoubaby.But

Hereagain,HappyBirthdaytoyou.MayGodbless

youandbewithyouallthetime,youdeserveallthe

goodthingscomingtoyourlife.Iwantyoutobe

happyandstayashumbleandkindheartedasyou

are.Iloveyou!

Iblowsomekissestoher.ShegivesJKthemic.

JK:Thatwasbeautiful,that'swhyIlovewhitepeople

theylistencarefullytoinstructions.

Everyonelaughs.

JK:Somovingrightalongmygoodpeoplewehave

speechcomingfrom BestFriendAzole.Soblack

childshortandSweet.

HegivesthemictoAzole.

Azole:AndizuvangawemnaJK.[Iwon'tlistento

youJK]

Welaughandshewon'tlistentohim.

Azole:Idon'tknowwheretostartwithyou,3Years

backImetthisbeautifulblackdollIdidn'tevenknow



hernamebutsheforcedmetorememberhername,

that'swhereourfriendshipstartedasworkpartners

butlookatusnow.You'vebeenthereformemore

thananyone,you'veheldmyhandintheworstdays

ofmylife,youadvisedmetobeabetterpersonand

dowellformyself,youhadnofilteryouwouldsay

thingsthatwould makeorbreakmeaslong as

you'vesaidyourpiece.Thankyouforbeingafriend

thatI'veneverhad,thankyou forbeing selfless,

carrying and thank you Foryourkind heartand

therapytalks,myveryowntherapist.Iloveyouso

much,Happybirthdaymylove!

IhuhherandquicklywipedmytearsbeforeJKsee

me.

JK:wow,thatwasbeautiful.Wehaveaspeakerfrom

theInlaws.Motherin-law.

MamkhizetakestheMic.

Mamkhize:Don'tworry JK Iwilllisten to your

instructionsandkeepitshortaspossible.

Welaugh.

Mamkhize:MyBabythefirsttimeImetyouIknew



youweretheoneformychild,thankyouforbeing

thislovelywoman,thankyouforchangingmyson

from theStonehewasandturnedhim into this

amazingman.Godblessyoumychild,withlotsof

happinessandgoodFortune.Happybirthday,Ilove

you.

Ismileatherandblewakissonher.

JK:ThankyoumyQueen,Nowourlastspeakerour

MissParty'sMother.

Mom:Babylookathow beautifulyouare,trulyyou

takeafterme.

Ilaughandsmileather.

Mom:MybabyIwon'tbelong,youknowIalwaystell

youeverytimethatyou'reaGodsentinmylife,

you'reabestchildthatamothercouldhave.Ilove

youmybabyandI'm blessedtohaveyouasachild,

I'm soproudofyou,I'm soproudofthewoman

you'vebecome.You'vebeen,throughalotbutlook

atyoustillstandingandbeautiful.You'resostrong,

evenstrongerthanme.You'vemademesucha

proudmother,you'remyeverythingmaytheGood



Lordblessyoubaby.Ididn'tknowwhenIgavebirth

26yearsagoIwouldhavesuchastrongwomanas

you,surelymywombisblessed.IloveyouBhelekazi.

Ihuggedhersotightly.

Me:Thankyousomuchmom,Iloveyousomuch!

Thank you forgiving birth to me,withoutyou I

wouldn'tbehere.Thankyou.

WebreaktheHug,IwipedmytearsbeforeIruinmy

makeup.

JK:Thatwassoheartfelt,abeautifulmotherand

daughtermomentthere.Thankyoufortheniceand

beautifulspeechesforourmissparty.I'm sureshe's

enjoying.So now we are aboutto sing happy

birthdayforherandeatandbemerry!

Zithuleletakesmyhand.

Me:Ithoughtyou'llsaysomethingyouknow.

Zithu:Nottodaymylove.

Hekissesmycheek.I'm sodisappointed,Iwanted

him totalkandsaysomethingbutIguessIwon'tbe

havingthat.



Theysinghappybirthday,andcutthecake!

Food!Godthankyou,I'vehadenoughofsnacksat

leastIwillhavesomenicemeal.Mybabyboyis

hungry!

_____________

ZITHULELE

SeeinghertodaylookinglikeaGoddess,sobeautiful

herdark melanin skin looking beautifulin that

Mustarddressshe'swearing.Thebabybumpmakes

hermorecuterandbeautiful,she'sglowing.She's

themostbeautifulwomanI'veeverLaidmyeyeson,

she'stheQueenofmyownKingdom she'stheonly

existingmemberthatIknow.

Thedisappointmentinherfacewhen Itoldherthat

I'm notsayinganyspeechtoday.

Iwalkedtoherfather.

N.Dad:Areyoureadyson?



Me:I'm nervoustotellyouthetruth.

N.Dad:Youwillbefinejustsaywhateverthatisin

yourheart.

Me:Thankyousomuch.Nowpleasedoyourpart.

N.Dad:Sure.

IwalktoJK.

Jk:Youlooknervous,you'reevenshaking.

Me:Whatifshesaysno?

JK:Shewouldnever,shelovesyoujustrelaxyou've

gotthis.

Me:YeahI'vegotthis,I'm sureitwon'tbethathard

JK:Speakfrom yourHeart.

Me:YeahI'lldothat.

Iwatchherasshe'sdancingwithherFatherinthe

centrestage!.ThisiswhatI'vebeendreamingtodo

eversinceI'velaidmyeyesonher.

JK:Agereallyisbeautiful,you'resoluckyyouknow.

Me:YeahIknow,she'sarareDiamond.Hardtofind



JK:Andyou'llbeproposingtoher,youtwowillhave

averybeautifulUnionblessedwithbeautifulchildren.

Me:Yeahne?Thanksforthevoteofconfidence.

JK:I'm tryingtomakeyoulessnervousyouknow

that?

Me:Yeah,canIhavethering?

JK:Yeahsure.

Itaketheboxfrom him andopenthebox,there'sa

ringandIsmileshewilldefinitelylovethisring.

Me:Dim thoselightsandletthespotlightonher.

JK:Onitboss.

HehandsmetheMic.

Iheaveasigh.Hedimsthelightsandthespotlightis

onher,herfatherhasleftheraloneinthecentre.

Me:3YearsbackI'vemetthisbeautifulgirlonalift

butturnedmybackonherdeepdownIwantedto

lookatheroncemoretimeandmakesurethatmy

eyesarenotdeceivingme.WhenImadeeyecontact

withhersomethinginmemoved,Iwantedtolookat



hereyestillIstopbreathing.Irememberseeingher

inaclubImadeitamissionthatI'llhavetohaveher

numbers,IwasacowardbutIknewI'm notbacking

down.WhenIstartedcallingherImadeittoinmy

mindthatshe'smineforever,Irememberherfirstat

myplaceshewassocomfortableyetsheonlyknew

for2days.WhensheagreedtobemyGirlfriendI

was the happiestman ever,Iknew we willbe

countingyearsactuallywealldothedeathdous

partvow.I'venevercriedbeforeshecameinmylife

butIcriesIsharedtearswithher,ourrelationship

wasabittersweetrelationshipshewassobrokenso

wasI.Wemendedthebrokenbones,welaughed

together,foughttogetherandcriedtogether.I'm a

changedmanallbecauseofher.Whenwewentour

separatefor2YearsIcouldn'tfunctionwithoutherI

couldn'tlivewithouther,butGod,FateandourLove

broughtustogether.MyLovethankyouforcoming

inmylife,thankyouforbeingtrueandhonestwith

me.Iloveeachandeverythingaboutyou,without

youI'm nothing.AtyourlowestIwasthereforyou,

youwerethereformeonmylowestdays.AsI've

saidIcan'tdothislifethingwithoutyouinmylife.



Thankyouforgivingmeanheirthankyouforgiving

methebestgiftoflife.I'm grateful..

IstridewalkingtoherI'm rightinfrontofherlooking

atcrying,mybeautifulmess.I'm nowononeknee.

Me:Now I'm askingyoutoridealongwithme,be

withmefortherestofmylifesharethislifejourney

withme.Bethemotherofmy10kidsandbethe

Loveofmylife,myrideordie.NahikoMsomiwill

takethishonourand changeyoursurnamefrom

MsomitoMkhize?

She'scrying,she'sbeingherselfacrybabyplusthe

hormonesarewalkinghandinhandtoo.

She nods herhead countless times,Iraise my

eyebrows.

Nahiko:YesmyLove,Iwillmarryyou!

Islidtheringonherfingerandstoodup.Itookherin

myarms,thisisabeautifulmomentforthebothof

us.

Me:IloveyouSthandwaSam.

Nahiko:IloveyouwaymoreMkhize!



She hugs me tightly,people are cheering and

congratulatingus.

Thelightsnowarenormal,Itakeatissueandwipe

hertears.

JK:wow,thatwasverybeautiful.Now finalspeech

from ourMisspartylet'shearitallfrom Nahiko.

HegivesherMakeup.

Nahiko:wow I'm speechless.Thank you allfor

comingandcelebratemybirthdayitmeansalotto

me.TomybestfriendsGigiandAzolethankyouso

muchgirls,Charmainethankyousomuchmylove,

Myveryownmotherthankyouforyourwombthank

youforeachandeverythingyou'vedoneformeI'm

suchablessedchild.ThankyouMamBhele.

Mamkhize,thankyouwomanforgivingbirthtothis

amazingMan.I'm verymuchinlovewithyourSon.

Totheloveofmylife,thefatherofmyunbornkids,

thankyousomuchKhabazela,thankyouforloving

measbrokenasIwasthankyouforalwaysbeing

thereforme.I'm gratefulandhappy.Ican'tbelieve

I'm someone'sFiancée,I'm abouttogetmarriedto



themanofmydreamsthefatherofmykidsI'm so

happyIcan'tevenexplainIhavenowordsleftI'm

speechless.IloveyouKhabazelasomuch!

Iwalkedtoherandhugher,andkissedherthen

pulledout.

Me:Ilove you more Sthandwa sam.Istillcan't

believethatyou'resoontobemywife.

Nahiko:Ican'tbelieveyouturnedmybirthdayparty

intoanengagementparty.

Me:Anythingnowcomemylovelet'sgoanddance.

Nahiko:AlrightBabakhe.

Ilaughandkissherforehead.

Thishereisadream comingtrue,beingmarriedto

mysoulmate,myrib,myhearttheloveofmylife..

It'spriceless!.

.
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FORTYFIVE

"NahikondinxiniweiphinaleBeer"[NahikoI'm thirsty

whereistheBeer]

Istompmyfeetagain,I'm pregnantforGoodness's

sake.

Me:NdiyezaMalume.[I'm comingUncle]

We'reinEasternCape,myfriendsareheretomorrow

ismyLobolaDay.

I'vebeenupanddownsinceI'vewokonuparound

5am.

Azole:Heregoandgiveittome!



Itakethebeerandgaveittohim.

Uncle: Yho hayi umdala mtshana, nguwe lo

uzotshataandikholwatu.Kalokwenaubumncinci

ngoku.[You're old now myniece Idon'tbelieve

you'retheonethat'sgettingmarriedyou'rewereso

small]

Me:Abantu bayakhula Malume nam ndikhulile.

[PeoplegrowupuncleI'vegrowntoo]

Uncle:Khahlale phantsiMtshana khe sincokele.

[Takeaseatniece,let'shaveachat]

OhGodnotnow,I'm sotiredallIwanttodoisto

sleep.

Uncle:Lomntu Utshata naye unayo imali? Kalok

ntombam umhle, ufundile zijonge ikumithisile

lekwekwe![Thepersonyou'regettingmarrieddoes

hehavemoney?Lookatyoumygirlyou'rebeautiful,

educatedlookatyouthisboymadeyoupregnant.]

Me:UziyibhatalaintlawuloforUndimithisa,yindoda

akayo kwekwe Malume.[He's going to pay the

damagesformypregnancy,he'saMannotaBoy]



Idon'twanttosounddisrespectingbutI'm tiredand

thismannexttomewillbeleadingthenegotiations

tomorrowsoIhavetoplaynice.

Uncle:Unayoimali?[Doeshehavemoney?]

Me:EweMalume.[YesUncle]

Hesmiledsuchaprick,hedoesn'tknowmyLobola

moneygoestomehe'sgettingR1000fortalking.

OkayI'm jokingbutheain'tgettinganymoney!

Uncle:Okayntombam ungayaendlininam nzikhe

ndithitheaphelalini.[Okaymygirlyoucangetinside

thehouseI'llgosomewhereinthevillage]

IwenttoBhelekazi'sroom Itookanap.

Iwokeupatnightwithmystomachgrumbling.

There's noise in the kitchen mymotherand my

Aunts, cousins and my friends are peeling

vegetables.

AuntN:Nahikobaby,You'reawake?

Me:YesI'm hungry!.



AuntB:yourfoodisintheoven,wehavedished

moreforyousinceyou'reeatingfor2.

Me:ThankyouAunty.

Youknowlifeissofunny,backwhenBhelekaziwas

stillaliveallthesepeoplewereneverhereforme

andBhelekazi.Theyalwayshadsomeexcusesto

come and Visit,when Bhelekaziwas sick her

daughtersandsonswereneverhereall7Children.3

sonsand4DaughterswereneverhereIcan'teven

speakaboutGrandchildrentheynevervisitedhernor

callhermymotheronlycalledwhenBhelekaziwas

sick she sentmoney buthersiblings nothing.

They'veheardthatI'm educatedandgettingmarried

tosomerichguyandnowtheyareallnicelifeisvery

funnyItellyou.

Itakemyplatefrom oven.

Azole:Youreallyaregettingmarried.

Me:It'sunbelievableIknow.

Gigi:IthoughtIwasthefirstonetogetmarriedyou

knowsinceI'm theonewhogotengagedfirst.



Me:We would've waited if Iwasn't pregnant,

Zithulele'sfatherdoesn'twantourchildtobeborn

outofwedlockthat'swhywearerushingthings.

Gigi:Youarenotrushingthingsatall,youtwoare

soulmatesthiswasboundtohappensoonerorlater.

Me:I'm gladallofthisishappening.It'severygirl's

dream.

Azole:Chumanimustengagemeplease,Idon'twant

tobeleftout!

Wealllaugh.

Gigi:you'restillyoungmychild!

Azole:Nahiko isonlya yearolderthan methat

makesheryoungtoo.

Me:Pleasedon'tcompareyourselfwithme.

Azole:Whatever!

"Nahiko".

Myuncleisshoutingfrom thelounge.

Me:I'm goingtokillthismantrustme,I'm killinghim.



Azole:Goandansweryoubeloveduncle.

Me:HayiandifuniyithaniNdiLeleguysyho.[NoI

don'twantto,pleasetellhim I'm sleeping]

Gigiwenttotheloungetotellmyuncle.

Me:CantomorrowcomesothatIcangetoverallof

this.Thereareothernephewsand niecesin the

house,I'm pregnantforChrist'ssake.

Azole: You know Xhosa people, when you're

pregnantyouarenotparalysedordisable.

Me:NoAndiziMntase!

Shelaughsatme,Gigicamebackafter10minutes.

Me:Whattookyousolong?

Gigi:HewasBusyaskingmeaboutZithu'sFamily,

howrichandhowmanybusinesstheyhave.

Me:It'sfunnytheythinkmymoneywillgotothem,

theyare crazy.I'm glad dad willbe there in the

negotiationseventhoughhewon'tsaymuchbuthe

willtellmetheamountthatthey'veaskerforandI

willtakeitandsaveit.Nobody'sgettingmymoney.

Theonlypersonwhodeservedthemoneyisnothere



anymoreso I'lltakethemoney,give10% to my

mothertherestgoestomyaccount!

Isaytakingasiponmyjuice.

Gigi:You'rejokingright?

Me:DoIlooklikeI'm joking?

Azole:Heee!

Sheclapsonce.

Wealllaugh,butforrealthesepeoplearenotgetting

anymoneyfrom meandI'm soseriousaboutthat.

Me:YhoguysI'm sosleepy,canIgetsomerest.

Azole:Butbabyyou'vejustwokenup.

Me:OkayIwanttotalkwithmyManguysImisshim,

Iwanttoaskwhereheis.

Gigi:Okaylovepleasecallusherewhenyouare

done.

Me:Iwill,pleasetrytoblockUnclemziawayfrom

meotherwiseI'llkillhim guys.

Gigi:Trustmewedon'twanttowitnessthat.



Azole:Pleasehurryup.Yourcousinsaresoboring

Me:Sure.

Theywentoutoftheroom,Ilockedthedoorand

calledZithulele.

Zithu:SthandwaSam.

Me:Babyhowareyou?

Zithu:I'm goodandyou?

Me:I'm good,Imissyou.

Zithu:ImissyoutooandIcan'twaitforyoutobe

traditionallymarriedtome.ActuallyIcan'twaitto

marryyou.

Me:metoo,Ijustwanttobewithyoumylove.

Zithu:HowisJuniortreatingyou?

Me:Weareokay,it'sjustthatwemissyouandyour

touch.

Zithu:Whatareyoutryingtosay?

Me:ImissyouMkhize!

Helaughsatmynagging.



Me:ZithuleleIcalledbecauseImissyouplease

don'tannoyme.

Zithu:yhobabyI'm sorrythen.

Me:How farareyouguys?It'slatey'allsupposeto

beinaBnB

Zithu:WewillbeinQueenstowninanHourorso.

Me:It'slateZithulele,youcan'ttravellate.

Zithu:Iknow mylovewewillarrivesafelynothing

willharm us.

Me:Ohhokay.

Zithu:Yourunclesareallthere?

Me:Yestheyare,butyhooIwantallthistoend.

Zithu:Ngibulelebani?[Whom shouldIkill?]

Me:UncleMzi,he'sbeenaftermethewholeday.He

wassendingmeupanddown.

Zithu:Ihatehim already,can'theseethatyou're

pregnant?

Me:InhiseyesI'm notParalysedordisabled.SoI'll



havetowork.

Zithu:ShowmetomorrowI'llkillhim baby.

Me:Remember you're asking for my hand in

marriagefrom him,youkillhim there'snowedding.

Zithu:Youright,I'lltoleratehim forthat.

Ilaughathim,he'stoocrazybutImisshim somuch.

Me:Iwanttobeinyourarmsbaby,Ireallymissyou.

Thiswholeweekhasbeenatorturetome.

Zithu:ShouldIdrivethereassoonaswearrive?

Me:No,IcanmanageafewhoursI'llseeyouinthe

morning.

Zithu:IcandrivethereIdon'tmind.

Me:Andletwitchestakeyourlife?ThinkagainMr.

Zithu:Soyou'rescaredhuh?

Me:Toloseyou,yes.MorethananythingIdon't

knowwhatwillIbewithoutyou.

Zithu:I'm heretostaymylove,wewilldietogether!

Me:Ilikethesoundofthat.



Zithu:LookbabyIhavetodrivenow,Mlungisiistired

andMnqobiisasleepsoIhavetodrive.

Me:Okaypleasecalm whenyouarrive.

Zithu:Iwill.IloveyouSthandwaSam.

Me:Iloveyoutoo!

Idropthecall,Ifeelalittlebitbetternow.Igoonmy

kneesandpray.

Me:LordhereIcometoyouasyourchild,Iwantto

thankyouforthelightthatyou'veshoneinmylife,

theHappiness,Joy,LaughterandEndlessLove.I

wantyoutoprotectmyBaby,myfamilyandmysoon

tobehusband.ShieldusandprotectusohLordI

askandprayintheNameofJesusAmen.

Iwenttothekitchenmyfamilyandneighbourswere

singingsoIjoinedthem.Thisfeltliketheoldtimes,

whereIwouldgotocelebrationsinthevillagewith

myGrandmother,Bhelekaziusedtobehappyand

cheerfulasifshe'stheonehosting.

___



It'sthemorningandI'vejustwokenupeveryoneis

busyandrunningaroundiam sohungry,Iwentto

thekitchen.

Me:Molweni.[Greetings]

IgreetandwenttocheckonmyfruitonFridge.

Imademyfruitsaladformyself,thewomenhereare

doing everything and I'm watching because I'm

happy.

"Nahiko!Nahiko"

Ilookoutforsomeonewho'scalling.

Zee:Magabaiscallingyou.

Me:Alright.

MagabaisBhelekazi'sFriend.

Iwalktowheresheisseatedsmokingpipe.

Magaba:Zijonge Nana,awusemdala nguwe lo.

Ukhulelwe?[Lookatyou,you'reoldnowisthisyou?

Areyoupregnant?]

Ismileatherandnod.



Magaba:LendodaizakutshatayiyoLeikumithisileyo?

[Themanyou'regoingtomarry,ishethefatherof

yourchild?]

Me:EweMama.

Wetalkmoreandaboutmarriagealso,Iwasbored

noliesbutshe'sanelder.Mymothercalledme.

Magaba:Alrightmygirlbye!

Shehugsmeandbrushmystomach.Ifeltcoldand

quicklyremovedmyselffrom herandgavehera

weaksmile.

I'm havingstomachcrampsandI'm stillfeelingcold.

Whatjusthappened.

Ibalancedmyselfwithawalltryingtostabilizemy

breathing.

Mymothercomesmyway

Mom:Babyyouokay?

Me:I'm coldmommy,I'm havingcramps.

I'm nowcryingandholdingonhertightly.

Now eyes are on us,whatis happening,I'm 5



monthspregnantIcan'tjustlosemysecondtwin.

Igrabonmymothertightly.

Shetakesmyhand and takesmeto Bhelekazi's

room I'vebeensleepingheresincewearrived.

Azole:What'swrongwithher?

Mom:She's having cramps Idon'tknow what's

happening.

Me:PleasegiveZithuleleacall.

Mom:OkaywaitI'llcallhim now.

Inod,"pleaselordnotwithmybaby,notthisonetoo.

Please God"I'm praying inside,my heartbeatis

beatingfast.

Mom:he's phone is on Voicemaillet me try

Mamkhize.

I'm holdingonmystomachtightlyandI'm feeling

coldItakeBhelekazi'sbigcoatI'm cold.

Mom:here!

Shehandsmethephone.



Me:Hello.

"Nahikobabyiseverythingalright?"

Me:Idon'tknow,I'm havingpainfulcramps.Mybaby

zithu.

Zithu:Lookbabyrelax,doitforoursonNqobi.I'llbe

thereinnotime.

Me:I'llholdon

Zithu:Haveyoudrankyourmedication?

Me:I'vejustatemyFruitsaladIdidn'tdrinkthem.

Zithu:Pleasegiveyourmotherthephone.

IgivemotherthephoneandrestmyheadonGigi's

shoulder.

Mymothercomesbackaftersomefewminutesand

handsmemymedicationIdrink.

Mom:Now rest,I'llwakeyouupafteranhourthen

you'llprepareforyournegotiations.Everythingwill

workaccordingtoplan,Godisalwayswithusno

matterwhattheDevilmaytrywewillprosperin

JesusName!Comelet'spray.



Weholdhandsandcloseoureyes.

Mom:Dearlordwecomeyoutofatherasweaskfor

yourprotectiontomychildandmygrandchild.You

said in yourword thatyou'llneverleave us nor

forsake us,here we are father ask for your

intervention.TheDevilhasnorighthe'splanswill

notprosperinJesusname,allthePlansthatwere

plannedbytheDevilandSpellsandwitchcraftwe

sendfireinthenameofJesus,Devilyouhaveno

poweragainstmydaughteryouhavenoreignover

herlifeIpraylordkeephersafeandprotectedspirit

ofthelivingGod,weaskforyoulordinJesusname

Amen.

Us:Amen.

Ihuggedmymother,Iwasnow feelingalittlebit

better.

Mom:NowsleepI'llwakeyouup.

Magabamadeherwayin.

Magaba:Nalichiza labantu abakhulelweyo,thina

kudala sasincedwa lilo hayilamayeza esimanje

manje.[Hereisagoodmedicinethathelpspregnant



woman,weusedtouseitbackinthedaysnotthese

westernmedicine]

Me:Enkosimama,but ndiright ngoku.Ndiziva

ngcono.[ThanksbutI'm rightnow,I'm feelingbetter]

Idon'ttrustherandmygutfeelingisneverwrong.

Magaba:OkayMntanam ndiyakuvakodwaifawuziva

kakuhlendikhona ndingumzaliApha kuwe.[OkayI

hearmychildbutifyouarenotfeeltoowellI'm here

foryouIam aparenttoyou]

Me:Okaymama.

Sheleftmewithmymotherandfriends.

Mother:EverythingwillbealrightmybabyGodis

here,wewon'tforsakeyouhewillprotectyouatall

times.

Me:Iknowmom,Itrustinhim.

Mom:Okaymylove,nowtakethatnapyou'llbefine.

Me:Alright.

Azole&Gigi:Weloveyouhoney.

Me:Iloveyoutoo.



Wehuggedtheyleft,Iheldmystomachsotightlyas

freshtearsmadeit'swaydown.

ThiscannotbehappeningtomeIcan'tallowGodto

domelikethis,Allthebadthingshappentomewhat

aboutmyhappiness?Don'tIdeservetobehappy?

Thiswassupposetobemyjoyousday,ahappyday

andnowallofthisishappening.Iprayandhopethat

whenZithuleleandhisfamilygethereImustbefine

andJoyful,Iwillhavetoenjoymyday.Thisismybig

dayformeandIjustcan'tlettheworksoftheDevil

ruinmyDay.

.

.
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Me:Mamathey'vebeenstandingoutsidethegate

foraboutanhournow.PleasetellyourBrotherto

openforthem.

Mom:Worrylessmybaby,everythingwillbefinethis

isacustom.

Me:WellIdon'tlikethesecustoms.

Azole:Thegateisopened,theyaregettinginside.

Me:ThankGod!

Isaidtakingaseat.

Gigi:You'lldieyoung.

Weareatthebackrondavel,thenegotiationsare

takingplaceinsidethemainhouse.

The opens and Mamkhize walks in looking so

beautifulinherZuluAttire.

And I'm wearing a Xhosa traditional clothes.

(Umbhaco).I'm looking so beautifulbutseeing

MamkhizeIknowI'lllookmorebeautifulinmyZulu

Attire,Ican'twaittobeMrsMkhize.

Mamkhize:How areyoufeeling?Youusallworried



we even rushed to gethere.Zithu isin the car

outsideworriedsick.

Me:I'm fine,Idon'tknowwhathappenedtomebut

I'm gratefulforGod'sgraceuponmylifeI'm perfectly

fine.

Mamkhize:NowMysondon'thaveanythingtoworry

about.

Me:he'sprobablyblaming himselfrightnow,I'm

surehe'stressing.

Mamkhize:letmegoandinform him thatyouare

rightandheshouldn'tworry!.

Inod.

AuntNtsikimakesherwayintherondavel.

AuntN:Nahikobabyit'stimeforyoutogoinside,

you'llgowithyourfriends.Don'tlookatthemenin

theeyes,keepyoureyesonthefloorallthetime.

Don'tspeakEnglishthere.

Ilaughatherstatement,AuntNtsikimaybelazyand

allbutshe'sthebestAuntever.

Me:YesAuntie.



Icover my face and shoulders with the rug,

YothandoandGigididthesamething.

WewalkedoutoftheRondaveltheyardissobusy,

peoplearebusygoingupanddown.

Wemakeourwayintothehouse,I'm lookingdown

aspossibleIdon'tevenwanttoraisemyheadup.

Wetakeaseatonagrassmat.

UncleMzi:BoMkhizekhanitshokengomphiumakoti

wenuApha.[Mkhizepeoplepleasetelluswho'syour

daughterin-lawhere?]

Thatshould be easybecause I'm the onlydark

skinnedhereYothandoandGigiareyellowbones

"Ngulouphakathi"[theoneinthemiddle]

SaysthevoicethatIdon'tevenrecognize,maybeit's

Zithu'suncleIdon'tknow.

Uncle:NahikoKhojongeababantuundixeleleuyabazi

na?[Nahikotakealookatthesepeopleandtellus

whetheryouknowthem ornot]

IlookedupIsaw twomanthatIdon'tknow with,

Mkhize,SandzandMlungisi.



Me:EweMalumendiyabazi.[YesuncleIknowthem]

UncleMzi:AlrightkeNtombiningahambake.[Alright

mygirly'allcango]

We stood up and exited the main house,Isaw

different3PorscheMacanSUVs.Whatthehell?I'm

surethewholevillagewillbehere!Whywouldthey

drivesuchcars?Bazondithakathisaaba!

Wewalkinsidetherondavel.

Me:Thatwastense!

Azole:I'm sureyourunclewillcostthenanarm and

aleg.

Me: He will say. Kalok umtshanam ufundile,

umtshanam ukhulelwe yilekwekwe, umtshanam

umhle,umtshanam umilile,umtshanam unembeko,

umtshanam uthobekile.[Mynieceiseducated,my

nieceispregnantandit'sthisboy'sbaby,mynieceis

beautiful,my niece is wellbuilt,my niece has

Respect,mynieceishumble]

Isayallthatmimickinghisvoiceeveryonelaughs.

Mom:foronereasonhewillchargeR20000.Tillthe



end.

Welaugh,I'm tryingbyallmymighttokeepcalm,it's

beenanhourandthere'snoresponseatall.

AuntN:AndwheredidyoumeetthisZuluManNana?

Iwanttomeetmine!

Shesaidthatseepingatherwine.DidItellyouIlike

her?Wellshe'sthebestaunt,thecooltypeauntthat

willsayyoucandrinkalcoholbutdon'tinvolvemeif

yougetcought?

Me:CapeTownaunty.

AuntN:He'sRich,you'vecatchtherightfish.Ineed

tohaveatalkwithhim.

Me:Andsaywhat?

Aunt:Nahiko suphambana Apha,ukhuliswe ndim

noMama kalok. Eza party wawuzihamba

ndikuthethelele kuMama. Uyirhasi endala kalok

wena.[Nahikodon'tbecrazy,mymotherandIraised

you,Iusedtohelpyoutosneakoutgoingtoparties

andcoverforyoufrom mother,you'vebeeninthis

thingyou'reagas]



Ilaughedather,thosewerethegoodtimesyou

know.Whosaidthere'snofuninEasternCape?

Me:HaiboAunty!Kwakuk'dalakalokngoko.[Aunty

thatwasalongtimeago]

AuntN:ButNahikoyou'vebeenanaughtychild,you

gaveusatoughtimewithBhelekazi!

Wellyeah,AuntNtsikiisthatsiblingthatremained

withhermotherbecauseshehadnowheretogo,

shedroppedoutatschoolsoshewasbusygoingin

andoutbutshewasherewithmeandBhelekazi.

Shewoulddisappearformonthsandcomeback.

Me:Iwasbeinglikeanyotherteenager.

AuntN:yougrewupsoquicklyandbythetimeyou

wenttouniversityyouwereverymatured,Idon't

blamethisrichmanforfallinginlovewithyou.IfI

wasamantooIwouldwifeyou!.

Somebodypleasetakethatwinefrom her.

AuntN:Youknow Ishouldsayaspeechatyour

weddingincapetown.

WhoinvitedherTomywedding?Okayofcourse



she'sinvitedshe'smyBestaunty,butspeech?She

wouldembarrassmesoit'sano.

Azole:Youknow that'sagreatidea,Imeanyou

knowherlikethebackofyourhand,youraisedher.

Hellno,Azoleisenjoyingthisthey'vebeenlaughing

atmychildhoodstories.ImagineZithuhearinghalf

ofthethingsthathavebeensaidhere?Noways.

Gigi:Yeahthatwouldbegreat.

Me:No,auntyyouwon'ttalkatmyweddingno.

ThesetwohavealreadyheardthethingsthatI've

nevertoldthem.

Aunt N:Ndizothetha kekantiNahiko,awundazi

kakuhlemna.[IwilltalkNahikoyoudon'tknowme

well]

BeforeIrespondtoher,weheardwomanallulating.

AuntN:Halalaaaaaaa!

Ismiledatherexcitement,andIsighofreliefescape

mymouth.I'm sohappy,I'm overthemoon.

MyphonerangitwasZithulele.



Me:SthandwaSam

Zithu:Mamkhize!

Iblushatthesoundofthat.

Me:Allwehavetodoistoofficiateitonthepapers.

Zithu:ButtraditionallyunguMkam.[Youaremywife]

Ismile,thisfeelslikeadream comingtrue.

Me:YesMkhize.

Zithu:CanIseeyounow?AndI'm hungryplease

bring me some food,myfamilyis being served

insidetheyforgotabouttheHusband.

Ilaughathim,he'sprobablysulkingrightnow.

Me:Youwillbecalledinrightnow,don'tworry.

Zithu:Iwantyoutoserveme.

Me:YesBabakhe.

Helaugh.

Zithu:NgiyakuthandaMkam.[Iloveyoumywife]

Me:NdiyakuthandaMyeni.[IloveyouHusband]



Hedropsthecall,Ididn'tevenrealiseIwasnowleft

alone.Itookofftheblanketsothatpeoplecansee

thishotmomma.

Iwentouttowherethewomanaredishingoutfor

people.Peoplearesingingit'ssojoyful,that'swhyI

didn'twantmyLobolatobeinCapeTownthere'sno

vibetherecometoEasternCapeyouwillseepeople

youdon'tevenknow buttheyarehappyforyou,

actuallynotyoubuthappyforthefoodandalcohol,

ndiyabazisendibaqhelile.[Iknowthem,I'vegotused

tothem]

IlookatmyCousinsZintle,AviweandAnitatheyare

lookingatthegatewithlotsofexcitement,Ilook

wheretheirexcitementisat.

Zithulele?He'stalking with AuntNtsiki.Oh Holly

marry!Whatisshesayingtohim,she'sdrunknow

shewilltellhim mysecrets.

UncleMzicomestotherescuethankGod.He'sleft

talkingtoZithuleleprobablyaskingformoney!

AuntNtsikicomestome.

Me:Whatwereyoutwotalkingabout?



AuntN:Youneedtorelaxitwasnotaboutyou.You

didn'ttellmethathe'sHandsomeGod!He'ssosexy.

Me:HaiboAunty!He'smine.AndwhywouldIwant

tomarryanuglyguy?

Aunt:FanafuthiwasUgly!

OhmyGod!.Fanafuthiwasmyhighschoolfriend,he

hadacrushonmesoauntythoughthewasmy

boyfriend.

Me:FanafuthiwasnotmyboyfriendAunty.Ihope

youdidn'ttellZithuthat.

AuntN:Ididn'ttellhim,Ijusttoldhim thathe's100

timesbetterthanFanafuthi.

Me:I'm donewithyou,I'vewashedmyhands.

I walked away from her, she has already

embarrassedme.

Zithuleleisnow seatedwithothermenebuhlanti

[kraal].

Girlsarehoveringoverhim andhisbrothers.

"Theyaretakenladies"



Isaythattomyself.

"IwillnotberesponsibleifIkillsomeonehere,why

aretheyallovermyman?]

IlaughatAzole.

Me:Chumanilovesyou,hewouldn'tdoyoulikethat.

Letthesegirlshaveabeautifulsighttheywon'tget

them.

Azole:Whyyousochilled?TheyaresooverZithulele

Me:Iwon'tspoilmymoodoverthem andyoutoo

shouldrelax.

"Makoti"MkhizeiscallingmeshouldIsayfatherin

Law

Me:I'llbebacksoon.

Azole:GoMakoti.

Ilaugh..

Iwalkedtomyfatherinlaw.

Heopenedhisarmsforahug,andIhuggedhim so

tightly.



Mkhize:Howareyoufeeling?Areyouokaynow?

Me:I'm fine,IgotbetterafterItookanap

Mkhize:Tomorrow morningyoushouldbeonyour

waybacktoCapeTown.

Me:ButIlikeithere,Iwantedaweek.

Mkhize:peopleheredon'tlike,theywon'twishyou

well.Sogobackandyouhaveaweddingtoplan.

Me:ButJKisthereforthat,he'stheweddingplanner.

Mkhize:Iknowyouthebride,youhaveasay.

Inod..

Mkhize:Youaresodamnexpensive.

Ilaughed,hejoinedme.

Mkhize:we paid for you being raised by an

honouring woman and also paid forthatwoman

who'snomoretoo.Ifitwasn'tformyson,Iwould've

killedthatMziwothando.

Ilaughedsohard.

Me:UncleMzilikesman,sincehe'stheoldesthe



hadtobehereandnegotiateforme.

Mkhize:Iknow that,I'm happyallofthisisdone.I

hopewenotrushingyou,buttoushavingachildout

ofwedlockisnotacceptable.

Me:Iunderstandbaba,youdon'thavetoworryand

younotrushingme.Iunderstandyourfamilyvalues,

andIrespectthem.

Mkhize:That'sthereasonwhyIpaidthatpricefor

you,becauseyou'resosensible.

Me:Ngiyabonga.[Thankyou].

helaughed.

"It'ssonicetobeyou,wearebusyandyou'rebusy

laughingwithyourfatherin-law."

Mkhize:Mkam jealousdoesn'tsuityou.

Wealllaugh

Mamkhize:Sisterwifecomeandfetchabowlof

waterandgotoyourhusband,he'shumanandhe's

hungrypleasethinkofmyson"

Mkhize:wewerestilltalking



Mamkhize:Youhaveyourentirelives..

Shetakesmyhand,weleaveMkhizelaughingatus.

AuntN:Don'tlookathim intheeye.

Shesaysthatfortheumpteenthtime,Iheardher.

She'sdrunkthisone.

Itakethebowland cloth then walked to where

zithuleleisseated.

Ibow downalittleandgivehim thewatertowash

hishands.

Me:Thisisthesecondandthelasttimedon'tget

used.

Iwhispered.

Zithu:That'swhatyousaidforthefirsttime,I'm glad

yousaidthisisthesecondtime.

Me:Mxxm!

Igivehim thecloth,hechuckles.

Istoodupandwentbacktothekitchen.Mymother

gavemetheplate,Iinstructedhertodishoutforour

guestsandallownoelsetohelpherunlessit'sAzole,



GigiorMamkhize.Idon'ttrustanyonenow.

Iwalkbackandgavehim theplate.

Zithu:ngiyabongaMkam Omuhle.[Thankyoumy

beautifulwife]

Iwalkedback.

"Choma'm"[myfriend]

Ilookbackit'smyhighschoolbestfriendLiyema.

SheisMagaba'sdaughter.

Me:Skeem.

Liyema:Lookatyou,you'regettingmarriedbefore

me.Unbelievable

Me:Yeah,it'slife

Liyema:YoualwayswantedtobeanIndependent

woman,youdidn'tevenlikeboysbackthen.You

hatedmarriagesandkids.

Me:people change,Ichanged and grew up and

havingfamilywasnowmydream.Ithascometrue

now

Liyema: I'm happy for you, your husband is



handsomeandyouarebeautifulyouguyssuiteach

other.

Me:Thankyoumyfriend.

Ismiledather.

Liyema:Haveyoueaten?

Me:NoI'm nothungry,I'llearlater

Liyema:You'llstarvethebabyyouknow?

Me:Don'tworryyourselffriend,I'm fine.

Shegavemealazylaugh.

Idon'ttrustheratall,afterIwentcoldafterhugging

hermothernothanks.

Me:LetmegoandcheckonmyguestsI'llseeyou

around.

Liyema:Youmeanyournewcapetownfriends?

Me:Areyoujealousbunny?

Shesmiled.

Liyema:Whywouldn'tIbe?Lookatyou,youchanged.

Me:Igrewupliyemaalotofpeopledo.AndI'm one



ofthosepeopleI'm happythat'swhatmatters,you

tooshouldbehappyforme.

Liyema:Iam,veryhappyforyou.Youcangoand

talkwithyourfriends.

Shewalkedaway,am iabadfriend?

We'vebeenfriendssinceIcamehereinEastern

Cape,butbecamebestfriendsInhighschool.It's

justthatIdon'ttrusthermotherthat'sall,I'vebeen

avoidinghershegivesmechills.

Mom:Hereeatsothatyoucanhaveyourmedication.

We'rebothinthekitchen,I'm eatingandeveryoneis

outside.

Me:Bab'uMkhize said that we should leave

tomorrowmorning.

Mom:He'sright,peoplearetalkingbabyandthey

arenothappy.ForthesakeofmyGrandchildand

youweareleavingbeforesomethinghappen.

Me:IknowandIwantmybabyandmetobesafeat

alltimes.

Mom:Yourfatherprayedforyoursafetyeverything



willbeokaywemustjustkeeponprayinganddon't

letourguardsdown.

Ismileandnod.

Mom:Wewillnotinform anyonethatweareleaving

inthemorning,wewilljustupandleaveaftervising

Bhelekazi'sGrave

Me:OkayIhavenoproblem.I'm fullnow.

Igavehertheemptyplate.

Mom:Wasthefooddelicious?

Me:Very,Iwantsecondsbutlater.

Mom:Nqobizithastillhungry?

Me:hewillbefine,he'sjustfullfornow.

MymothergavememymedicationIdrankit.My

phonebeepedit'samassage.

"I'm waiting foryououtside,inthelastcar.You

lookedsexyinthattraditionalattire,pleasecome

giveyourHusbandsomeLove"

Me:MotherIhavesomewheretobe,I'llbeback

soon.



Mom:ThatsomewhereisZithulele?

Ilaughedandnodded.

Ileftthekitchen.Theyardisbusysonoonewill

noticemethatI'm nothere.Iwalkedtothelastcar

fastaspossible,Igotinsideatthebackthat'swhere

he'sseated.

Me:Myeni.[Husband]

Zithu:Mkami,youlooksobeautiful,surelyIdidn't

makeamistakebychoosingyouasmywife.

Ihuggedhim sotightly.

Zithu:Whyareyoucrying?What'swrong?

Ididn'tevenknowthatIwascrying,Imissedbeingin

hisarms.

Me:IguessImissedyou.

Wekissed,alongkiss..

Zithu:soyouusedtobathoutside?

AuntNtsikidamnyou!

Me:It'snotfunnystall.



He'slaughingatme.

Zithu:YouknowwhenIwasseatednexttothekraal

Iwasimaginingthenakedyoutakingabath.

Me:I'm outgoodbyeZithuleleMkhize.

Hestoppedmefrom openingthedoor.

Zithu:I'm jokingmylove,I'm sorryIwon'tmakefun

ofyou.

Me:Whateveryouheardfrom AuntNtsikiisanon

factor.

Henods,hidingalaugh.Hewantstolaughsobad.

Zithu:Imissyoumylove,Ineedyouinmyarms.

Wanttospendanightwithyourhusband?

Me:I'llthinkaboutit,Idon'tthinkmyuncleswill

agreeintothat.

Zithu:It'sFine,weareleavingtomorrow soIdon't

mind.

Me:we?

Zithu:Yeswe,I'llbedrivingwithyoubackhome

sinceyoucan'ttakeaflight.



Me:That'salrightthenIdon'tmind.

Zithu:Nowpleasekissme.

Igotontopofhim andhuggedhim.

Me:Iloveyou,youknowthat.

Zithu:Morethananything.

Ikisshim deeply,it'sgettinglateandwearenot

visibletopeople.I'm grindingontopofhim,he's

groaninginpleasure.Hepullsupmyskirtandgrab

mythighs.

There'sanockonthewindow.

Igetoffhim,heopensthedoor.

AuntN:Fananuthiishere,hewantstogreetyou

Me:Aunty!

Ihuff.

ZithulaughsandInudgehim.

AuntN:NahikoFanafuthiiswaiting.He'sstillugly,I

don'tknowwhatyousawinhim.It'struewhenthey

sayloveisblind.



Zithulelecouldn'tstoplaughing,heblurtedout.

Me:HewasmyfriendAuntyfanaisnotevenmy

type.

Zithu:She'sevengivinghim anickname.

Me:I'm outofhere!

Iwentout,theycamerunningformeIhateZithulele

rightnow.

Me:Fanalookatyou.

Ihuggedhim.He'slookingbetterthanwhenhewas

ateenager,he'simproving.

Fana:Icametocongratulateyou.Iheardyouwere

gettingmarried,youaresogrown.

Me;Youtoo,howisJohannesburg?

Fana:Great,Igraduatedatthestartiftheyears,I'm a

Doctornowinthelocalhospital.

Me:That'sgreat.

Fana:LookIhaveanightshift,itwasgreatseeing

mycrush.



Webothlaughed.

Me:Stillhaveacrush?

Fana:MywifeknowsthatIhaveahugecrushonyou.

IfollowyouonInstagram shedoesn'tbelieveIwas

yourbestfriend.

Me:Shebetterbelieveyouthen.

Fana:OkayThen,I'llseeyouaround.

Wehugged.

"Fanafuthiareyouleavingalready"

ZithuleleaskedStiflingalaugh.

Me:FanameetmyhusbandZithulele.

Fana:It'snicetomeetyouman.

Zithu:Nicetomeetyoutooman.

Fana:IhavetoleaveNahiko,itwasgreatseeingyou.

Me:Itwasgreatseeingyoutoo.

Heleft.

Me:Idon'twanttoseeyoueveragain!



Iwalkedawayfrom him andmyAunt.

Aunt:ButFanafuthiisnotHandsomethat'sthetruth.

Me:mxxm!

Iwalkedaway.

"Hormones"IheardZithuleletalkingwithaunt,they

aresuchabadcombination.Ican'tbelieveImissed

him,nxaIdiot.

Me:Ineedafootrub,myfeet'sareswollen.

Mom:Iwilldothatyourfriendsaretoodrunk.

Me:I'm donewiththosetwo,Zithuleleincluded.

Mymotherlaughed,Idon'tknowwhetherIam ajoke

orwhat

Mom:Yourhormonesareonsteroids.

Me:Whatever.

Shelaughed ather,and Ican'ttellherto leave

becauseshe'sgivingmethebestfootrub.

.

.
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AZOLE

"Babywakeup,breakfastisready"

Iopenedmyeyesandlookedatmyhandsomeman.

Chumani:I'llbewaitingdownstairs.

Me:Okay.

Hekissedmeonmyforeheadthenlefttheroom.I

madethebedthentookawellDeservingbath,I'm

tiredI'm drained.

Iwore my shirtdress and sneakers then went

downstairsChumaniwasdoneeating.

Chumani:Icouldn'twaitforyou,youtooklongsoI



atemybreakfast.Yoursistheintheoven.

Me:Alrightthanks.

Iwarmedupmyfoodthenwenttoseatnexttohim

andatemyfood.

Chumani:Youseem down,iseverythingokay?

Me:I'm tiredthat'sallI'llbefine.

Chumani:You'vebeenstudying?

Me:Yes,exams are around the Cornerso I'm

studying hard and I've been helping Nahiko with

everything.

Chumani:Youareagreatfrienddoyouknowthat?

Heaskedsmiling,GoshIlovethisman.

Me:she'sagreatfriendtometoo,actuallythebest.

Wearepracticallyafamily.

Chumani:Isee,youloveeachother.

Me:ThatappliestoyouandZithulele.

Chumani:That'smydayone,Zithuandhavebeen

throughalot.



Me:Thatdeep?

Me:Youdon'tknowanything.

Helaughed,I'm surehe'sthinkingZithu.

Myphonerangit'sGigi

Me:HeyLove.

Gigi:heybabes,whattimearewemeetingJK?

Me:2pm love,athisBuilding.

Gigi:I'm solazytodrive,canyoucomeandfetchme?

Me:SureIdon'tmind.

Gigi:Alrightthen,I'llbeatCaldrin'splanning.

Me:Alrightbye!

Gigi:Bye.

Idroppedthecall,andthoughtaboutmyveryown

life,GigiandIareplanningNahiko'sbridalshower.

SoonIwillplanGigi'sbridalshowerbutwhenwillbe

mine?Idon'tknowwhetherI'm comingorgoingwith

Chumani.

Chumani:Azolewhat'sbotheringyou?



Me:Doyouseeafuturewithme?

Chumani:Andwheredoesthiscomefrom?

Me:I'm justasking.

Chumani:Talktomebabywhat'seatingyou?

Iwipethetearthatescapedmyeye.

Me:ChumaniIwon'tgiveyoukids,Idon'thavea

womb.Sometimeinthefutureyouwillwanttohave

yourownfamily,kidsbutIwon'tbeabletogiveyou

that.Thathurts,seeingNahikoandZithulelegushing

overthepregnancymakesmeyearnstohaveone,

thelovezithuhaveforhisunbornbabythewayhe

talktoNahiko'sstomachmakesmewonderhowyou

feelaboutthat,it's every Man's dream to have

childrenaproperfamilybutIwon'tgiveyouallof

that.I'm scaredthatifwegetmarriedyouwillgoout

thereandcheatonme,breakmeandcomeback

withababyorbabies.Itscaresmealotchumani

justbythinkingaboutit..

Heholdsmeonhisarmsasicry.I'vebeenavoiding

thisconversationbutwehavetoaddressitnow..



Chumani:Azoleyou know how much Iloveyou,

you'remylifeIcanneveraskforabetterpartner

otherthanyouIloveyousomuch.Iwantyoutobe

bymysidealways,Iwantyoutomerideordie.Ilove

youforwhoyouareandI'm happywithyou.Iwould

nevercheaton norhave children outside this

relationshipIknow whathappenedtoyouwasnot

yourfaultyoudidn'tmeanforallofthattohappento

you.Havingkids?Wecanadoptbaby,wecanadopt

aninfantandraisehim orherit'snottheendofthe

worldandIwanttomakeyoumywifeandhavealife

withyou,Iwanttobewithyouonlysostopworrying

yourselfokay?

Inodandhuggedhim..

Me:Youhada crisisinyourclub,youcangoI'llbe

fine.Iwillgotomeetnahiko.

Chumani:Thisconversationisnotoverbaby.

HetakeshiscarkeysandkissmeonmyLipsthe

left.

ItookhisothercarkeysanddrovetoMontclair,I

needtotalktoNahikoaboutthisshewilltellmethe



rightthing.

Iparkonthedrivewaythenmademywayin.

Me:Heysismay.

Igreetedthehelper,whostayswithNahikoisher

parentsareatworkandthetwinsatschool.

May:HeyAzole,howareyou?

Me:I'm goodsismay,whereismygirl.

May:Inherroom sleeping.

Me:Shehaven'twokenupyet?

May:No,areyoutwogoingsomewhere?

Me:I'm heretovisit,that'sallImiss.Her.

May:Then pleasewakeherup,I'llwarm up her

breakfastandfixherFruitsalad.

Me:Okay.

IwalkedtoNahiko'sroom,she'ssleepingindeed.

I'm thinking of a way to wake her up,she's

aggressivethisone.

Irubherswollenfeet,she'senjoyingherselfIknew



wewon'tfightwhenIwakeheruplikethis.

Nahiko:What'sthetime?

Me:11am.

Nahiko:Andyouarehere?What'swrong,didyou

fightwithChumani?OtherwiseifyouguysfoughtI'll

forgetthatI'm pregnantanddealwithhim.

Me:Nowedidn'tfight,IdreamtaboutsoIthoughtI

shouldcomeandseeyou.

Nahiko:I'm notdyinganytimesoonifthat'swhatyou

mean.

Ilaughatherstupidity.

Me:Please go and take a bath I'llbring your

breakfast.

Nahiko:Please make the bed forme and find

somethingcomfortableformetowear.

Me:I'm notyourslave.

Nahiko:Didn'tsayyouwere!

Shesaidmakingherwayinsidethebathroom.She's

lazytoolazysheremindsmeofYothandowhenshe



waspregnantImisshereveryday.Mayherbeautiful

soulcontinuerestinginpeace.

ImadetheMadame'sbed,andItookoutagrey

maternitydressthatIthinkwillbecomfortablefor

her.

Iwenttothekitchen.

Me:Sismayisherbreakfastready?

May:Yes,takethattrayoverthere.

Me:Thankyou.

ItookthetrayandwentbacktoNahiko'sroom she

wasdressingup.

Nahiko:WhatwouldIdowithoutyouinmylife,Itruly

don'tknow.

Shetakesthetrayandseatnexttothewindow the

weatherisperfectoutside.

Nahiko:Azolewhatbroughtyouhere?Don'ttellme

aboutthestupiddream sowhat'shappening?

Yeppeoplesheknowsmelikethat.

Itookaseatnexttoher.



Me:EatfirstthenI'lltellyoueverything.

Nahiko:IwilleatbecauseNqobiishungryIdon't

wanttoloosemyAppetite.

Me:Them eat.

Nahiko:Don'trushme,pleasemakeyourselfuseful

joinmeeatwithmebutnotmyfruitsalad.

IatewithherIknowifIdeclinedshewould'veforced

metoeat.

Nahiko:Sonow thatwearedone,what'sbothering

you?

Wearenow seatedonthebed,I'm massagingher

feet.

Me:I'm scaredoftheoutcomeandpossibilityofmy

futurewithChumani.

Nahiko:Meaning?

Me:I'm abarrenfriend,I'm scaredthatChumaniwill

gettiredandcheatonmewithsomeoneelseand

makeababy.And hisparentswillwantto have

grandchildren,whatifthey wanthim to take a

secondwifeandI'llhavetolosehim.Theyareold



peopletheyarenotusesintothesenewthingssuch

asadoption.I'm scared,Ilovehim somuchthatI

don'tseemyselfopeninguptoanotherguybuthim.

I'm scaredofthedayhewouldproposetome,my

answerwouldn'tbeyesbecauseI'm scared.

Nahiko:DoyouloveChumani?

Me:YesIdo,howcouldyouaskmethatquestion?

Nahiko:Whatmakesyoulovehim?

Me:HeLovesme,hecaresaboutmealot.He's

beenthereforthroughtoughtimes,I'vetoldhim

aboutmypasthedidn'tjudgemenorleaveme.Why

wouldn'tIlovesomethinglikethat?

Nahiko:Werehisparentstherewhenhetoldyouthat

helovesyou?Whenhelistenedtoyouanddidn't

judgeyou?

Me:No.

Nahiko:Exactlythisanswersall,Chumanilovesyou

onlyyou.Hechoseyoufrom alotofgirlshe'sbeen

with,you told him aboutnotbeing able to get

pregnantand he understood.Chumani's parents



havenorighttodictatewhatChumanishoulddoand

shouldn'tdo,ifChumanichoseyouknowingthefact

thatyoucan'tgetpregnanthisparentshavenosay

it'sChumani'slifenottheirs.Adoptionisthere,you

willbothlovethebabyorbabiesasiftheyareyours.

IfChumanididn'tknow theoutcomesofbeingina

relationshipwithyouhewould'velongleftyouand

foundsomeonewhowillbarehim kids,you'vedates

for3 yearshenevershowed you thathewould

choseasecondwifeorwantkids.He'shappywith

youthewayyouare,don'tthinklikethatanymore

youshallpassthistoo...

She hugged me,Icried in herarms.Iknew by

cominghereIwon'tregretitatall,shehadallthe

answers.

Me:Thankyousomuchmyfriend,thisiswhatI

wantedtohear.

Nahiko:That's whatfriends are for,advice one

another

Me:Thanks,ILoveyouMamkhize.

Shelaughed.



Nahiko:Iloveyoutoo.

Me:then whyare you laughing when I'm saying

Mamkhizetoyou?

Nahiko:It'ssounusual,I'm usedsayingMamkhizeto

Zithu'smothernotme.

Ilaughed.

Me:youareaMkhizewife,you'reMamkhizetous

andtoeveryone.

Nahiko:Yeahne.

Me:Yes.LookIhavetogonowIhaveaclassat2pm.

Nahiko:OkaymyloveyoumaygoI'llNetflixandchill.

Me:Thensleep.

Nahiko:yeahthattoo.

Welaughed.

Me:ByeIloveyou.

Nahiko:Loveyoumore.

Iwentout.

Me:Byesismay!



May:ByeAzzybaby!

IdrovetoCaldrin'splaceandcalledGigitocomeout.

Gigi:HeyLove.

Me:Heybabewearerunninglate!

Gigi:JKisgonnamurderus!

WelaughedasIdroveustoJK'sBuilding.JKisa

designer,weddingplanner,everythingactually!He's

alsotheMChe'smanythings.

"Youarelate"

Me:Byonly5Minutes!

JK:ittakesasecondforsomeonetodie,5minutes

isalotoftime.

Gigi:WearesorrythenJK.

JK:It'sokay,youneedtorelaxIwasjustpullingyour

leg.WineorChampagne?

Me:Champagneplease.

Gigi:Metoo.

Hecamebackwith3glasseswithchampagnehe



handsourglasses.

JK:Sowearetalkingaboutthebridalshower?

Me:Yes,wedon'twhetherwecandoitinsome

Hotelnearthevenue.

Jk:TheweddingvenueisaLodgeandaresortithas

niceroomswhereourbridewillchangesoyoucan

dothebridalshowerthereitwouldbeniceandeasy!

Ifyousleeplateyou'llwakeupthereandtakeabath

there,thedresseswillbethereand themakeup

team willbethereaswellasHairstylists.

Gigi:Thatsoundslikeabeautifulplan,andwewon't

bedoingupanddown.

JK:Exactlythat,itwillsavetimeandenergy.

Me:Won'ttheGuy'sbethereforBachelor'sparty?

JK:Nothey'llbeinaclubsodon'tworryyourself

aboutthat.

Me:ThentheplanningshouldStart.

JK:TheThemeisstillRoseGold,Blushpinkand

silver?



Gigi:Yesthat'sThetheme.

JK:ThenI'llsendyou3differentdecorationsforthe

dayandyou'llchoosewhichoneyoulove.

Gigi:That'sokay.

JK:TheListofpeoplecoming?

Me: We have 25 People coming, but make

reservationsfor30.

JK:Okay,I'llalsothemenustillremain?

Gigi:Yeahdon'tchangeanything.

JK:Alrightthenladiesweshalltalkoverthephone.

Me:Okay,byehoney!

JK:ByeLoves.

WehugJKandlefthisbuilding.

Gigi:HowaboutwegoshoppingforGifts?

Me:Thatsoundslikeaplan,weshouldbye100

Tissuesforourcryingbabymama

Gigi:Shewillcryatanything,Ican'twaittoseeher

expression.



Me:itwillbepricelessItellyou.

WelaughaswedrovetoV&AWaterfront!

_________

NAHIKO

Iwokeupfrom mysleep,Istillfeellikesleepingbut

I'm hungry.

Isaw missedcallsfrom Zithulele,I'llcallhim after

eating.Iwenttothebathroom Iwashedmyfaceand

mouth.Iwalkedtothekitchen,whereissisMay?I

mademyselfasandwich.

May:Ohyou'reup?

Me:Yes,wherewereyou?

May:FixingsomeGuestsrooms.

Me:Forwhat?

May:YourMother'ssistersandtheirkidswillbehere.

Me:What?



May:Yourmotherwasasshockedasyouarethis

morningwhenshereceivedthecall.

Me:Whataboutmyuncles?

May:Idon'tknowaboutthat.

Inodandatemysandwich,thiswillbealong,very

Longweek.

Icalledmydad,I'm cravingsomechickenlicken's

Wings.

Dad:Heybaby.

Me:Daddy

Dad:WhatdoyouwantNahiko?

Ilaughed.

Me:I'm cravingsomeChickenLickenwings,andMc

Donald'sMexicanBurger.Pleasedaddy.

Dad:Whynotaskyourmother?

Me:Youknowyourwife,let'snoteventalkabouther.

Helaughed.

Dad:AlrightthenI'llbuythem foryou.



Me:Pleaseonelastmore,Blueberrymuffinsand

cranberryjuice.

Dad::That'sall?

Me:Yeah,cozIknowyouwon'tbuypeppermintice

cream.

Dad:AndIwon'tbuyit.

Me:OkaythenbyedadIloveyou.

Dad:Iloveyoutoo.

Idroppedthecall.

Me:Whatareyoucookingsismay?

May:Samp,redmeatandsomevegetables.

Me:LetmehelpyoubymakingmyFamouscreamy

Spinach.

May:AndIwillalsolearnhowyoumakeit.

Me:You'rewelcome,they'vetriedbutfailedsolet's

seeyouwillbeabletolearn.

Wecookedtogether,sismayisaverygoodwoman

wholistens,sheevenknowswhenI'm hormonaland



whenIam myself.She'sbeenhereformeeversince

Icamebackfrom hospitaldaddyhiredher,she's

from church.

The dooropened mommy gotinside with her

siblings,including herbrothers.Mycousinswere

alsohere.

"YhooNomzamonihlalakwizindluezinje?Hayibomi

yingumqamelelo" [Nomzamo you're staying in

houseslikethese?Lifeisreallyapillowcase]

Ilaughed,AuntNtsikiissomethingelse.

Mom:Ntsikipleaseshutup.

AuntZ:HeyNahiko.

Me:helloAuntzoleka.

Everyonegreeted,wewerenowseatedinthelounge.

Uncle Mzi: Nomzamo ubusithi sohlalaphi?

[Nomzamowherearewegoingtostay?]

Ilookedathertoo,becausethere'snospace,this

placeiscrowdedDaddywon'tlikeitabit,cozevenI

don'tlikeit.



Mom:Uhm Nahikobaby.

What,Noways!

Me:Don'teven finish itmom,theanswerisno!

Never.

AuntN:Whatanswer?

Me:TheycangotoGugulethu,it'sa5Room house.

Mommylookedatme,notmyApartmentIknow

she'stryingtobefancytohersistersbutmyuncles

inSeapoint?It'sanono.TheHouseinGugulethuis

bigandbeautifulIdon'tknow whyhedoesn'twant

herbrothersthere.

Mom:Okaytheycangoandstaythere,theycan

driveyourRangeRover.

YouseethiswomanisTestingmetoday,Notmy

houseanddefinitelynotmycar!.

Ilaughed.

Me:Hayi,andthat'sfinal.Youwantedthem tostayin

myapartmentinseapointandnow youwantthem

todrivemycar?HayiNo.



AuntNtsikiClappedherhands.

Aunt:OMalumebakhongoThem?oHayiNiyakhulisa

Nomzamo.[Yourunclesare'Them'now?Nomzamo

youhaveawayofraisingyourKids]

Uncle Mzi:SesiSingesiasithethayo,ndanditshilo

kemna ndathiumfaziakafundiswa.Uzoyophendula

phaemziniwakhephofunabowethubabemkhupha

ngempumlo uGeorge.[it'stheEnglishthatshe's

speaking,Ioncesaid itthatwomen mustn'tget

education.Shewillbeansweringlikethisinherin-

lawstoo,actuallyevenherin-lawsspeakEnglish]

Aretryingtoguilttripme?It'sactuallyworking.

Me:Theycandrivemycar,it'sokay.

Isaid.

AuntN:Ufileke?Yintonibinzima?[Didyoudie?What

washard?]

somebodytakeAuntNtsikioutofmysightBecause

I'm goingtomurderher.

AuntN:FuthiZoleka uzohamba noBhutibakho

uyeKlo Gugulethu bazophekelwa nguwe pha,



uliphelonobaliphelo.[Zolekayouwillgowithyour

bigbrothersandstaywiththem inGugulethuyou'll

Cookforthem,you'retheLastborn]

Uncle Sam:There's no need,we willcook for

ourselves.Ntsikiyou'resuchabully.

Yesuncle,she'saBullythatone!

AuntN:Whatever,Kutyiwantonikukomzi?Ndilambile

mna.[What'stoeatinthishouse,I'm hungry]

SisMaymadeherwayin.

May:Thedinnertableisset,youcangoandhave

yourdinner.

AuntN:Andwhoareyou?

May:Nahiko'shelper,andalsothefamily'shelper

butIcameherebecauseofNahiko.

AuntN:Heeeee!Zamo?Nisezothathelwaamadoda

zizcakaninyenyi.[Nomzamo?Thesemaidswilltake

yourhusband]

Ilaughedatherstatement,daddywouldneverdo

thattomymother,he'sanhonourablemanofGod.



Mommyrolledhereyesandleadthewaytothe

dinningtable.

Wetookoursits,Zintle,Aviwe,AnitaandNoxolo

werethepresentcousins.

UncleSam:ThistastereallyGood,Whomadethis

spinach?

Me:It'smeuncle.

UncleSam:it'sasifBhelekazimadeit,you'vemade

itthewaysheusedtomakeitforus.

AuntB:Yeah,Ithoughtofhertoo.

Me:Shewasthebestcooker.I'velearntfrom the

Best.

WeatethentooktheplatestotheKitchen,Aviwe

andAnitawillwashthem that'sAuntNtsiki'sOrders.

Me:PleaseuncleSam betheonedrivingallthetime,

I'm trustingyouwithmycar.

UncleSam:Don'tworrymynieceI'llbethedriver.

Me:Okaybye!

Webidedthem goodbye.Theywerefollowingmy



mother'sCarsinceshewasleading them to the

house.

Iwas Leftwith AuntNtsiki,AuntZoleka,Aunt

BulelwaandmycousinsAviwe,Anita,Ziintleand

Noxolo.AuntVuyokaziisnothereshewillcomeon

theweddingdayandI'm gratefulshe'stheDrama

Queen..

WewereallwatchingTV,AuntNtsikitoldSismayto

leaveandcomebackafterthewedding.

DaddymadehiswayinwiththeTwins.

Dad:Goodevening.

Everyone:Hello.

Dad:Hereisyourparcel,sinceyou'vebeenbehaving

Ibroughtthatpepperminticecream.

Me:SeewhyIloveyou?

Helaughed..

Dad:WhenIdoyourerrandsne?

Me:Whatno!

Helaughedgoingtohisroom,I'm suretobath.



Sikelelwa:Where'ssisMay?I'm hungry.

Me:sheleft,yourfoodisintheoven.Butgoand

changefirst.

Theywerestillwearingtheirschooluniform,they

wereinthehospitalafterschoolwaitingfordaddy.

Every Monday they come back late because of

daddyit'shisdaytopickthem up.

AuntB:Whytheycamebacklate?

Me:Theywereinthehospital.

AuntN:What'sinthosebags?

Me:Nqobiandmyfood.

AuntN:NgubaniNqobingoku?[Who'sNqobiNow?]

Me:Myson!

Myphoneringsit'sMyHusband.Itfeelssorightto

saythattohim.

Me:Myeni

Zithu:Mamkhizeweareoutside.

Me:we?



Zithu:ZenandeandI..

Iforgothe took Baby Zenande forthe entire

weekend.

Me:AlrightI'm coming.

Itookmyfoodthenlockeditinmyroom,Idon'ttrust

Ntsiki.

ImademywayoutandwenttoZithu'scar.

Me:Heylove.

Zithu:Mkam..

Wekissed,Zenandeissleepingonhercarseat.

Zithu:Icalledyouintheafternoonyoudidn'tanswer.

Me:Iwassleeping,andwhenIwokeupIhadtohelp

sismaypreparesomefoodforourguests.

Zithu:Guests?

Me:Mymother'ssisters.

Zithu:IsNtsikithere?

Yeah,theyarebestfriendeveryone.Theirfriendship

annoysme.



Helaughs,becauseI'm makingfunnyfacesjustby

thinkingabouttheirFriendship.

Zithu:Jealousdoesn'tsuityouSthandwaSam.

Me:Yeahwhatever!

Hekissedme.

Zithu:Arewestillgoinghousehuntingtomorrow?

Me:IfIhavetogetoutofthishousethenyes.

Helaughed.

Zithu:Yousaidconstantia?

Me:Yes,IwantahouseinConstantia.

Zithu:Thenyou'llgetonemylove.Ihavetobeatthe

Mkhizemansion,wehavesomeimportantthingsto

do.

Me:It'salrightbaby,I'llbesleepingovertomorrow.I

missyou.

Zithu:JustsayyoumissMkhizemore.

Ilaugh,Mkhizeishisdick.

Me:Imissyoutoo.



Wekissesforthelasttime,andItookZenandeinmy

arms.

Me:ByeMyeni.

Zithu:ByeMkam,Ngiyakuthandauyezwa?

Me:Iloveyoutoo,Babakhe.

He kissed myforehead,Iopened the Gate and

closeditasImademywayinsidethehouse..

AuntN:Who'schildisthat?

Me:Mine..

Iwenttomyroom andplacedZenandeonmybed,I

knowAuntNtsikiwillcomeandaskaboutZenande.

CanIgetmarriedandleavethisfamily?It'senough

now,I'vehadenoughThanks.

.

.
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Pleasecomment

FORTYEIGHT

ZITHULELE

Me:NostrippersBafo.

Mlungisi:You won'tdie,it's notlike we willtell

Nahiko.

Sandz:WhathappenstoaBachelor'spartyremains

intheBachelor'sparty.

Me:StillI'm againstit.

Chumani:Younotsleepingwithastrippertheyare

here to entertain us that's all.Everyone is in a

relationshiphere.

Sandz:CountmeoutofthatstatementI'm singleas

fuck.

Mnqobi:Metoo,I'm singleandifIwanttofuckthen

surelyIwillfuck.

Mlungisi:Comeonman,Rememberyouforcedme

tohavestrippersonmybachelor'spartysoyouhave

tohavethem tooman.



Me:Finewecanhavethem.

Sandz:letmemakethecall.

Weareseatedinmyhouse,abouttogotoClubIris

formybachelor'sparty.Wecloseddowntheclub.

Myphonerangit'sJK.

JK:Mancrush.

Me:JK,whatssup?

JK:Thesuitsarereadyiwantedtoconfirm thatyou

andyourgroomsmenaretherecozI'm onmyway.

Me:Yeahwearewaitingforyou!

JK:AlrightthenIam coming.

Idroppedthecall,Ilookedatmywallpaperthere's

mywifeandmybabies.Wewenttoaphotoshoot

Wednesday itwas me,herand ourfirstborn

Zenande.Ilovehow shelovesZenandeasifshe's

herown.WeagreedthatwewilladoptZenandeas

ourown,ourfirstbornit'swhatYothandowould've

wanted.

JKmadehiswayin.



JK:Hellobrothers.

Us:Hey!

Mnqobi:Can Igetmy suitIcan'twaitto be

handsome.

JK:You allare handsome,Iwouldn'teven mind

beingoneofyouronenightstand.

Sandz:I'm outofhere.

Hetakeshissuitthenwentupstairs.

Allthe Guysare scaresofJK,actuallytheyare

scared ofGays.Irememberback in University

ChumaniwouldrunifweseeaGay,I'm neverscared

ofthem Iletthem shoottheirshotandI'lltellthem

tofuckoffI'm notGay,butIlovegaystheyareavibe

Icanbefriendthem justlikemyfriendshipwithJK.

JK:WhyyourBrothersscaredofGays?

Me:Idon'tknow,maybetheyarenotusedtothem,

youguysareflirtssoit'sweirdwhenaGuyflirtswith

youimagine.

JK:Ialwaysflirtwithyou!



Me:I'm usedtoyou,andIdon'tcareaboutyour

flirtingwaysbecauseIhaveaverybeautifulwife,

whom Ilovesomuch.

JK:EewwwI'm soJealous.

Ilaughedathim.

Me:CanIgetmysuitnow?

JK:MindifIhelpyou?

Me:NothankyouJKIwillmanage.

Ilaughedtakingasuitfrom him.

Me:Feelathome!

JK:thoughtyou'llneversaythat,I'm thirstyandmy

throatisopened.

Iwenttomyroom andchangedmyclothes.

IworetheSuit,it'saJetblackTuxedowith1button

slim blazerwith velvetcollarits made with the

perfectblendofterryandrayon.

Ilook atthe mirror,ifIwasn'tthe one getting



marriedtomorrow I'llbesayingthatladieswilldroll

overme,actuallymegettingmarrieswon'tevenstop

them theywillstilldrollbutthesadpartisthatthey

won'tbehavingme.

IwalkdownstairstheGuysaretherelookingGoodin

theirTuxedo.

JK:I'm filledwithalotiftestosterone,handsome

ones.

Mnqobi:Thatincludesyou.

JK:DoIlooklikeaMantoyou?

Theguyslaughed.

JK:youaretoohandsome,Ican'tevenleave.

Me:YoumayleaveJK,thesuitsareperfectandIam

inlovewithmine.

JK:AlrightIwillseeyoutomorrowmorning.

Me:AlrightthanksforeverythingJK.

JK:Noproblem,youpaidmeenoughmoney.

Me:PleasemakesuremyWifeisOkaythere,no

harmsmaycomeherway.



JK:Iwillguardherwithmylifeyoudon'tworry!

Me:Sure.

Iwentinsidetochangesothatweleaveandgoto

theclub.

IchangedandworemyJeans,Sneakerandmywhite

T-shirtwithaDenim Jacket.

Iwalkeddownstairs.

Chumani:wewerewaiting foryou,theGuysare

alreadyintheClub.

Me:Pleasesendsomeonetocomeandfetchthe

suitsandtakethem totheLodge,tomorrowmorning

wemustjustgothereandnotcomehereincasewe

arelate.

Mlungisi:Babusisiweiscomingtofetchthem,leave

theKeystotheSecurityGuard.

Me:Ohalrightthen.

Itookmycarkeysandwentout,I'llberidingwith

Mnqobi.

ChumaniisridingwithSandzandMlungisi.



IleftthekeyswiththeSecurity.

ItwasaracetotheClub,andofcourseIwasthefirst

onetoarrive.

Chumani:Youcheated.

Me:I'm theBestDriverofalltimes,I'm aGOAT.

Mlungisi:Aftermeofcourse.

Me:Webothknowthat'salie.

Mnqobi:OkaycanwegoandhavesomeFun?Oneof

uswilltieaknotinthenextfewhours.

Sandz:Hewillhaveacurfewof6pm sharp.

Chumani:Youcanturnbackman.

Me:Fuckyou!I'm marryingmyGirltomorrow.

Wemadeourwayinside,myfriendsfrom varsityand

myBusinessassociatesare here.It'sgonna get

down.

Zulu:Mkhize,YoureallytyingtheKnot?

Me:Yeahman.

Thwala:Who have thoughtthatmightB Mkhize



wouldgetMarried?

Ngwane:Ithoughthewilldiesingle,justChowing

pussy!

Welaughed,Ngwane,Zulu and Thwala wereour

VarsityFriends.6Friendsitwasthem pluschumani,

SandzandI.Wewereinseparableit'sjustthatwe

movedfrom Johannesburgandcamehere,butThey

decidedtoremaininJohannesburgI'm Gladthey

made ithere,Iwouldn'thave the bestwedding

withoutthem.

WewerehavingFunwhenthestrippersmadetheir

wayin.ThesingleMenwerehappytheyarehavinga

timeoftheirlife!

"HeyHandsome,IheardyouaretheManofthe

moment"

Ilookupandseewho'stalking.It'saverybeautiful

yellow bonewithalotofmakeup,notmycupof

coffee..

Me:Hi.

"I'm Kim"



Ishakehandswithher.

Me:NicetomeetyouKim.

Kim:MindifIshow youthebesttimeofyourlife.I

couldgiveyouallnightbeforeyousayIDo.

Me:NothankyouI'm fine.

Kim:CanIgiveyoualapdance?

Me:Nothanks.

Kim:Iseeyou'retheLoyaltype!I'llgiveyouaLap

dancethenleaveyoualone.

Zulu:Comeonman,loosenup.

Theydon'tknowmywife,theyreallydon'tknowwho

Nahikois.

____________

NAHIKO

"withthesehandcuffs,Iwantyoutotiehim,ridehim

likeapro.Givehim alotofCOCONUT.Makemore



babies"

Ilaughather,Lisaisjustanotherlunatic.Remember

Lisa?Myfriend From Varsity?That'shergriftingme

with3DifferenttypesofHandcuffs.

Me:ThankyouLisa,Iwillsurelydothat.

ItooktheGift.CharmainestoodupwithKitchen

Appliances,Blender,Toaster,Kettle.

Charmaine:Theseareforyou,you'llbeleavingyour

home now going to a differenthousehold.With

theseappliancesIwantyoutostartupyourown

home,yourownkitchen.Averyimportantplacefora

wifeinherhouseisherkitchenandherbedroom.

Yourkitchenisyourtemple,youcleanityoutake

careofyourkitchen.WiththeseappliancesIwant

youtostartupyourownkitchen,Letitbeyours

nobodyelsebutyours.

Me:ThankyouCharms.

Chelsea:withthesekitchensetsIdon'twantyouto

lackanything.Wheneveryouhavevisitorsorhosting

theseareforyoutohelpyou.AsCharmainesaid

yourkitchenisyourTempleyourtempleneedsthese



IwishyouahappymarriagefilledwithlotsofLove

andhappiness.

Me:ThankyouChelsea.

ItakethekitchensetofGlasses,Coffeemugsand

WineGlasses.

Gigi:Iknowbabyhowmuchyouloveyourbed,now

itwillnotbe yours onlybutyourhusband too.

Charmainesaidthatawoman'simportantplaceisa

bedroom and kitchen butIhave a giftforyour

bedroom.Withtheseduvetsets,fittedsheets,flat

sheets,mattressprotectorortopper.Yourbedwill

beyoursafeheaven,youwillhaveyourcleanbeds

andthesewillbeprecioustoyouIknow sinceyou

loveyourbed beautifuland neatthesewillhelp.

Pleasedon'tstainthem withunholythingsasI've

saidthisisyourheaven.

Ilaughedather.

Me:Wewillbehusband and wifedearwhyyou

worried?

Everyonelaughed.



Gigi:Okay,okayfinethenaslongasyouwillkeep

them cleanthat'sall.

Me:Theywillalwaysbecleanmylovedon'tworry

yourself.ThankyouBigsister.

Gigi:Youwelcome.

Azole:MygiftgoesalongwithGigi'sgift,it'sTowels,

bathmatset,curtains,duvets,pillows.Theyarefor

yourbedroom tomakeitbeautifulandelegantfora

wifethatyouare.AndwiththeseLingeriesIwant

youtogetfreakywhenyouwantto,Iwantyouto

give Juniorand Zenande a lotofBrothers and

sisters.Thisisnotyourlastpregnancybutfirstof

manypregnanciesIwantnephewsandniecesto

spoilrotten.Iwishyouahappymarriedlifehoney.

Istoodupandhugher,ifIhadtwinsIwould'vegiven

herone.Shedisservesone.

Me:Thankyousomuchbestfriend,don'tworryyou

willbethecoolAunt.Theauntthatmykidswilllove

morethantheirmother.

Azole:AreyoujealousAlready?



Everyonelaughed.

Babusisiwe:HelloMakoti.

Me:Heysisterin-law.

Shesmiled.

Babusisiwe:Iam sohappythatImadeithere,you

know I'm sohappythatmybrotherhaveawifelike

you.Withtheseheels,Iknow how muchyoulove

yourheelsIwantyoutofillyourshoeclosetwitha

lotofheelsandmayBigBrotherfillitforyou!

Me:Amensister!

Everyonelaughed.

Babusisiwe:Iwantyoutowalkthewalkwiththis

heel,makeyourpresencebefeltwhetherathis

workplaceorevents,yourheelsmustboostyour

confidence.IwishyouaveryHappymarriages.

Me:Awww,thankyoulove.

Ihugher.

Peoplegivemegifts,Ididn'texpectallofthisI

expected something intimate and smallwith my



closefriendsjustchattingbutI'm happyaboutthis

too.

Itakethechampagneglassinfrontofme,it'smy

bridalshowersoI'llliveoncetoo

Igulp down myglassofchampagne.Myphone

vibratesontopofthetable,it'stheHusband.

Me:Myeni.

Zithu:Mkam,howareyou?

Me:I'm goodbaby,andyou?

Zithu:I'm goodtoo,I'm callingyouasmyGirlfriend

forthelasttime.Inthenexthoursyouwillbemy

wifelawfully.

Me:Iknow,Ijustcan'twaittobeofficiatedasMrs

Mkhize

Zithu:Iknow,I'm sonervous.It'sasifyouwon't

showup.

Me:Allyouneedtodoistorelax,IwillshowupIwill

bethere.

Zithu:DidItellyouthatIloveyou?



Me:Noyoudidn't,I'm listening.

Zithu:WellIloveyou,so much.Youaremylife

NahikoMsomi,there'snooneelsebutyou.

Me:Pleasesavethevowsforlater.

Zithu:Idon'tevenknowwhattosayforourvows.

Me:Justspeakfrom yourheart.

Zithu:Iwill,Ijustcan'twaittoseeyourprettyface.

Me:patienceisAlrightMrMkhize.

Zithu:So how's everything there? Enjoying your

bridalshower?

Me:YesI'm havingthetimeofmylife,andyour

Bachelor'sparty?

Zithu:Great,Ihavemybeatfriendsfrom Varsityhere

it'sallmint.

Me:Arethereanystrippers?

Zithu:Huh?

Me:YouheardmeZithuleleMkhize,andIhopeyou

won'tlietoMe.



Zithu:YestherearestrippersbutI'm playing far

awayfrom them.

Me:mhhh

Zithu:Pleasebelievememylove.

Me:Ibelieve you Sthandwa sam,please behave

Zithulele.

Zithu:IwillbehavemyloveIpromiseyou.

Me:Alrightthen,lookIhavetogoback.

Zithu:AlrightGirlfriendGoodbyeIloveyou.

Me:IloveyoutooBoyfriend.

Hedropsthecall.

Iwalkbackinside.PeoplearehappyandI'm happy

butI'm sohungry,noactuallymysonishungry.

Me:Babypleasebringmefood,I'm sohungry!

Azole:Whydoyoualwaysbullyme?Thereareyour

cousinshereyoucanaskthem too.

Me:Azoleyouaremybestfriend,that'swhatbest

friendsarefor.



Azole:mxxm!

Shewalksawayandbringmefood.

Me:ThankyousomuchBestie.

Azole:It'sallbecauseyouarepregnant,Iwouldn't

havebroughtyoufoodifyouwerenotpregnant.

Me:Thankyousomuchthough

Azole:Yeahwhatever!

Ilaughedather,she'strulyabestfriendandI'm

gratefulshe'sstillherewithme,stillstandingwith

me,happyand forme.She'strulya blessing in

disguiseinmylife.

thisbridalshoweristhebest,it'snotboringthere's

fun.I'm enjoyingmyselfhereandIstoppeddrinking

champagne,IwasjustdrinkingitbecauseImissed

thetasteandthefellingafterdrinkingit,peopleare

drunkandIcan'thavepeoplewithhangoverorhalf

asleepinmywedding.Everyoneisgoingtosleep,

andIneedmybeautysleepIhavetogetenoughrest

sothatIwon'tgettiredatall.



_________________

[WEDDINGDAY]

Iwokeuphavingmymorningsickness,I'm feeling

nauseous Igetit's the Nerves.I'm felling very

nervousandIam soexcitedtoo,I'm havingmixed

emotions.

I'm thinkingofmyBiologicalfatherishewasstill

alivetowalkmedowntheAislebutGodDecidedto

takehim early,Iwantedhim towalkmedownthe

aislehandmeovertoZithulelewithaproudsmile

andhugeconfidenceandegobuthe'snomore.At

leastDaddyPhiweishere,heremindsmeofmy

Biologicalfather,he'sanoblemanandhaveavery

goodheartI'm gladthathewillbewalkingmedown

theAisle.

Another person that my heart yearns for her

presenceismyGrandmotherBhelekazi,shealways

wantedtoseemewalkdowntheaisle,shewanted

toknowwhattypeofamanIwouldgetmarriedto.

I'm sureshewould'veapproved ofZithulele,she



wantedthebestformeandZithuleleisactuallythe

besttome.Bhelekaziwould'velovethefactthathe

marriedmebeforeIgivebirth,sheneverwantedme

to give birth outofwedlock,she would've been

happy.ButIknowthatshe'shere,shehasgivenme

herblessingsandI'm gratefulforthat.Yothando?

Shealwayspicturedmeinaweddingdress,she

alwaysfoughtwithAzolefortheMatronofhonour

spot.Shewould'vebeenmaidofhonourthat'swhat

shewantedsincewewerechildren.Weusedtoplan

ourweddingsinadollhouseandinpaperbookmy

house.We'vealwaysdreamtofhaving suchabig

weddingandshe'snotheretoexperiencemyday

butIknowbyspiritshe'shere,wearingherMaidof

honourdresssmilingatmeasIwalkdowntheAisle.

IhearpeopleAllulatingoutside,Iwipemytears.

It'smom andhersisters.

Mom:Babywhat'swrongwhyareyoucrying?

Me:It'sthehormonesandmixedemotions.

Mom:MissyourGrandmother?

Me:Yes,her,YothandoandmyFather.



Mom:Thisisaverybigdayforyoumyangel,your

grandmother,yoursisterandyourFatherarehere

withyoubyspirit.Youhavetobelieveitinyourheart.

Theyarewithyoumychild,theirblessingsarewithin

you.Now stopcryingandgotakeashowerJKwill

beheresoonwithyourdress,andthemakeupartist

plusthehairstylist.

Me:Wherearemybridesmaids?

Mom:Gettingreadyintheotherroom.

Me:Okay.Bythewayyoulookbeautiful.

Mom:Thankyoubaby.

She'swearingA Xhosaattiremixedwithmodern

designit'ssobeautifulI'm evenjealous.Hersisters

arealsowearingTraditionalattire.

Iwenttothebathroom,Itookawelldeservingbath.

NowI'm feelingrelaxed.

Iwentoutdriedmyselfandlotion,IworetheGown

thatwasinthebathroom.

JK:Youtookyoursweettime

Me:I'm sorryIneededtorelaxabit.



JK:it'sokayherewearthedressfirstsothatyoucan

domakeupandstyleyourweave.

Theyhelpedmewiththedress,itwasJKandsome

2Girls.

Istillcan'tgetoverthisdressit'saprincessdress

with glitters and lace.The upperparthas nice

Glittersit'ssparklingandthelowerpartisprincess

like,itcoversmybabybump.

Twodresssuitsme.Iworeagownontopsincethe

Makeupartistwillbebusywithmyface,andthe

Hairstylistwillbebusywithmyhair.

After2hoursofgettingreadyI'm lookinglikean

Angel,IfeellikeanAngelIam sobeautiful.

JK:AreyouputtingyourVeilon?

Me:Ohnodarling,Iam not.It'sgoingtoruinmy

make-up

JK:Youare35minutesLate.

Me:I'm worthallthewait,Zithulelemustbepatient.

JK:Youaresobeautiful,thebestlookingBrideever.

ZithulelewilldieinthatAlter.



Me:Thankyousomuch.

JK:Ican'tgetoveryourbeauty,areyousureyoufor

real?I'd go straightin nanosecondsifyou were

abouttobemywife.Youarethetypethatwouldget

anyGaybestraight.

Me:PleasestopJK,ittookmealotofCeeC'stime

togetthismakeuplookready.SoIdon'twanttocry.

JK:It'swaterproof,Iknewyouweregoingtocryall

daysofornotyourtoberuinItoldhertoapply

waterproofmakeup.

Me:ThankyouJK.

JK:Wellyourfatherisoutsidewaitingforyou.CanI

getthelastpictureofyou?

Me:Thisisthelastone..

Hehasbeentakingpicturesofme.

ItookmyBouquetontopofthebedandwalkedout.

Azole,Gigi,Lisa,Babusisiwe and Buhle are my

bridesmaids.Theyarewaitingoutsideforme.

Wearehaving a Garden Wedding,thesetting is



outside.Theycan'tstopcomplementingmeonmy

looks,andIknowI'm lookingbeautifuljustlikethem.

TheylookbeautifulintheirBlushpinkandroseGold

fairytaledresses.

_____________

ZITHULELE

I've been standing here forthe past40minutes,

Nahikoisnowheretobeseen.Icheckthetimeon

mywatchit's10:45am.Weweresupposedgobe

here at10am.I'm getting more worried and I'm

gettingmorenervousshewouldn'tdomelikethisI

knowher.Shewould'vetoldmeifshedidn'twantto

getmarried.

WhatsomethingiswrongwithherwhatwillIdo?

BeforeIgotoMamkhize,Isaw herlittlesisterthe

TwinSikelelwawalkingwithbabyZenandecarrying

flowers.Iletoutahugesighofrelief,Ithought

somethinghashappened.



My sisters walk with Nahiko's friends as

Bridesmaids.Azolewalkin afterthem,she'sthe

Maidofhonourshelooksbeautiful.

Major-ThisiswhyIloveyou.Instrumentalwitha

Saxophonesplays.Everyonestandsup,myheartus

beatingoutofmychestIam nervousmypalmsare

sweatingthisisthefirst..

Theresheis,lookingsobeautifulshelookslikean

Angel.Damnmywifeissobeautiful,she'sthebest

lookingwomanI'veeverseen.Shehascapturedmy

heart.ChumaniNudges me and hands me a

Handkerchief,Ididn'tevenrealisethatIshedsome

fewtears.Iquicklywipethem astheyarenowcloser,

shelooksbeautiful,she'ssogorgeousandtheDress

suitsherperfectly.MyVeryownAngel.

"ProtectherandLoveherwithallyourheart,ITrust

you".

Me:Iwillsir.

IshookhandswithhisfatherhandbeforeItakeher,

theintensifyingwaveIfeltwhenItouchherhands

mademerealisethatI'vegottheperfectmatch.My



soulmate.

ShehandstheBouquettoAzoleandtakesbothmy

handstohers.She'ssmiling,mybeautifulAngel.

Pastor:Dearfriendsand family,wearegathered

heretodaytowitnessandcelebratetheunionof

ZithuleleBulumnkoMkhizeandNahikoMsomi in

marriage.Through theirtime together,theyhave

cometorealizethattheirpersonaldreams,hopes,

andgoalsaremoreattainableandmoremeaningful

through the combined effortand mutualsupport

providedinlove,commitment,andfamily;andso

today,theywillbegintheirlifetogether,ashusband

andwife.

Everyonecheered,someclappedtheirhandswhile

theothersAllulated.

Pastor:Beforewestartisthereanyonewhosays

thiscoupleshouldnotgetmarriedtoday.Someone

who is againstthis Union? Please stand up or

foreverholdyourpeace.

ThisisoneofthequestionIhateatweddings,I

wouldkillsomeonewhoweretostopmywedding.



Thesilencemeansthatthere'snoonewho'sagainst

myunion,thankGod.

Pastor:Truemarriageismorethansimplyjoining

two persons together through the bonds of

matrimony.Itisalsotheunionoftwoheartsandthe

blendingoftwofamilies.Itlivesontheloveyougive

eachotherandnevergrowsold,butalsothriveson

thejoyofeachnewday.Marriageis,andshouldbe,

anexpressionoflove.Mayyoualwaysbeableto

talkthingsover,toconfideineachother,tolaugh

witheachother,toenjoylifetogether,andtoalso

sharethosemomentsofquietandpeace,whenthe

dayisdone.Mayyoubeblessedwithalifetimeof

happinessandahomeofwarmthandunderstanding.

Thecoupleheredecidedthattheywillmaketheir

ownvows,wewouldlovetohearfrom theBridefirst.

Shegetsthemicthensmileatme.

Nahiko:wow Idon'tknow whattosay,Ihavealot

saythatIcanevenwriteabookaboutyoumylove.

NoonebelievedmewhenIsaythatIwascaptured

byyourColognefirst,thedayImetyouIwasinthe

lifttiredbutsheIsmelledyourcologneIwantedto



seeyou,tolookatyoutoseethispersonwhosmelt

sonice.Butyouknowfate?Fatemadeitpossible,I

fellinlovewithyoureyesmorethanyou,whenyour

eyesmetmineIknew foreternitythatIwilllookat

youreyestilltheday.Mkhizeyoucameintomylife

sounexpectedly,Ineverexpectedyoutocometo

mylifelikethis.Youbecamemysanity,myhiding

placeyouwereandstillmysolace.Youaremyfirst

andlastlove,youshowedmelovenoothermanhas

evershowedme,youwerethereformewhenIwas

broken,youwerethereformewhenIwasHappy

you'vebeenalwaysbeenthereforme.WheneverI

feltlikelifewasbeingunfairtome,youbecamemy

fairness,whenIwantedtogiveuponlifeyoumade

mebelievethatyouarethereasonformetolivemy

life.ThankyoumyLove,thankyouMkhizeforloving

me with myscars,Bruises and shattered heart.

Thankyou formending methankyou forloving

me,forchoosingmeasyourwife,forbeingyourlife

partnerIloveyousosomuchMkhize..

Itookthehandkerchiefandwipedhertears.

ShehandedmetheMic.



Me:MamBhele,Bhelekazi.Idon'tknow whattosay

too,IthoughtIhaditundercontrol.WhenIfirstmet

youIknewthatyouwillbeaMkhizewife,Iknewthat

youwillbemywife.IwasneverthissweetMan,I

neversmiledIwasalwaysgrumpyandserious.I

wasahardcorepeoplewerescaredofme,scaredto

beeveninmypresencebutyoucameintomylife

andIbecamecheesy,IbecamethismanthatIam

rightnow.Iwanttothankyouforchangingmetobe

thebest,thankyouforstayinginmylifeknowing

verywellthatmylifeisnotassweetassugarcane

butyouareherewithme.Youwould'vechosenany

manouttherebutyouchoseme,youremainedin

mylifeandthankyouforthat.Thankyoufor the

bestGirlfriendamancouldeveraskfor,youwould

beworriedifIdidn'tcallinthemorning.Youwould

soothmewhenI'm feelingpain,youaremyshinning

amour.IcouldsayalotofthingsaboutyoubutI

wanttosaythankyouandIloveyousomuch,you

arethebestthingthathaseverhappenedinmylife.

We'vebeenthroughalotandourrelationshiphave

beentestedbutlookatusnow,wearestillstanding,

youareonestrongbeautifulladyinmylife.Ilove



yousomuch.

Everyonecheered,andagainIwipedhertearsmycry

baby.

Pastor:Canwebringtheringsforth.

Theyhandedhim theringsandheprayedforthe

ringsandgaveittous.

Pastor: Do you Nahiko Msomi take Zithulele

Bulumnko Mkhize to be your lawfully wedded

husband,promisingtoloveandcherish,throughjoy

and sorrow,sickness and health,and whatever

challengesyoumayface,foraslongasyouboth

shalllive?

Nahiko:IDO.

Pastor:Do you Zithulele Bulumnko Mkhize take

Nahiko Msomito be yourlawfullywedded wife,

promising to love and cherish,through joy and

sorrow, sickness and health, and whatever

challengesyoumayface,foraslongasyouboth

shalllive?

Me:IDO



Pastor:Pleasehavetheringsinyourhandsand

repeatafterme.

Nahiko:INahikoMsomigiveyouZithuleleBulumnko

Mkhizethisringasaneternalsymbolofmyloveand

commitmenttoyou.

Me:IZithuleleBulumnkoMkhizegiveyouNahiko

Msomithisringasaneternalsymbolofmyloveand

commitmenttoyou.

Pastor:Andnow,bythepowervestedinmebythe

State ofSouth Africa,Ihereby pronounce you

husbandandwife.Youmaykissyourbride.

Ilookedather,she'snowshy.

Me:comeonnowwifeythere'snoneedtogetallshy,

youarecarryingalivingproofinyourstomach.

Sheplayfullyhitmyarm.

Icapturedherlipsandkissedher,thenpulledout.

Pastor:LadiesandGentlemenInowpresenttoyou

MrandMrsMkhize!

The crowd stood up and cheered with woman

Allulating.



WewenttosigntheDocuments,toprovethatshe's

legallymywife!.

Pastor: Friends and family, to conclude this

ceremony,willthe designated witnesses please

comeforwardandsigntheirnamestothecertificate

ofmarriage.

HerMotherand Mamkhizecameand signed the

MarriageCertificate.

She'sofficiallyMywife..

Mkhize!

Gubhela!

GcwabeNgunezi!

KhabazelakaMavovo,

NhlamaEyaphelel'etsheniNgokubadaphunela.

Mumb'Omhlophe

SibisideEsimaphandla,

EsaphandlaAbaNguniBavungama.



Mbo,UmbulaziOkhanyaAmasiEsiswini

Mbo,UmbulaziOdlaUmuntu,

EmyengaNgendaba

EnalalaNomunwe

NavukaNakhwif'ilanga!

NzalokaSambela!

.

.

2insertsleft.

.

pleaselike,share,Inviteyourfriends.

Anddon'tforgettocomment.

FORTYNINE

Me:Iam so tired,allIneed rightnow is my

comfortablebedandmyhusbandmassagingmy

feet.



Oyisa:Youaresoluckythatyouarepregnantand

cangivebirthanytimenow.Ifyouwerenotyou

wouldbestillinKZNeMnambithidoingyourwifely

duties.

Me:And Zithulele wasbusygoing up and down

Mnambithilookingforalostchicken,whileIworked

myassoff.I'm stillmadathim though.

Oyisa:Butyousaidyouneedamassagefrom him.

Me:That'shisjob,I'm carryinghisson,Ineedto

washoffKZNawayfrom me!

Oyisalaughedatme.

Oyisa:You'resuchadramaqueenyouknow.

Me:Youdon'tanything,youknownothing.

Oyisa:Iworkedmorethanyoudid,it'sjustthatyou

arepregnantanddidn'tworkthatmuch.

Me:ButIworkedthough.

Oyisa:Yeah,youjustsweptthem offtheirfeetby

your cooking. Your cooking saved you. More

especiallythatcreamyspinachandcreamySamp.I

don'tknow how manytimesIwitchedyoucooking



thatdish,theonlything Isaw wasthewayyou

cookedyourMeatthat'sall.

Me:Don'tworryLoveIwillteachyou.

Oyisa:Aboutyourpregnancyhowareyoufeeling?

Me:Iam soscared,andnowknowingthatcangive

birthanytimenow sinceit'smymonthI'm getting

morefreakedout.

Oyisa:Youwillbefinebabe,allyouneedtodoisto

pushhardnothingmore.

Me:It'seasyforyou,you'reapro.Yougavebirthto4

bigheads!

Shelaughedsohard.

Oyisa:Youarecarryingabigheadtoo.Mlungisiisa

sexfreakI'm usedtohim.ThankstoMamkhizefor

puttingmeonbirthcontrol.

Me:imagine,Zithulelewillget3kidsthat'sall.2

actually is enough,I've wentthrough the worst

hormones.

Oyisa:Butthisisthefinishline!



Me:Whatifmywaterbreakshere?

Oyisa:Yho,inthemiddleofnowhere!

Ilaughedwithher,I'm prayingthatIgivebirthat

home.Now weareonourwaybackhome,weare

from Zithulele'sHomesteadinKZN.

3daysaftertheweddingwehadtoleaveandgoto

KZNtodomywifelyduties.Itwasagreat2months

spendingwithZithulele'sfamily.Theyareverygood

people,andIwasn'tmistreatedbutIwastreated

withloveandrespect.ButYhotheymademework,

theydidn'tmindmebeingpregnantandtheTraitor

Zithuleledidn'tevenstophisfamilythat'swhywe

areridingindifferentcars.I'm somadathim,Idon't

wanttoseehim atall.

I'm 9monthspregnantnow,Icangivebirthanytime

now.

Finallywearriveathome,allIneedtodoistakea

verylongbirthIneedone.

Zithu:Sthandwasam I'vealreadypreparedtheBath



foryou.

Me:ThankYou.

Iwalkpasthim andcloseandlockthebathroom

doorbeforehecomesinside..Istrippednakedand

wentinsidethebathtub,bubblebaththankGod.

Icouldfeelmybodyrelaxing,I'm havingtimeofmy

lifemybodywastootense.

MyWaterisnowcold,ohGodIdidn'twanttocome

outbutIhadto.Istoodupwithahustlebecauseof

myhugebabybump.Idriedandlotionmybody,then

woremymaternitynightdressandGownontop.I

woremysleepersthencleanedtheBathtub.

IWalkerout,therewasaMacandcheesedishon

topofthebedwithcranberryjuice.Zithuseemsasif

hereadmymindcozIwascravingforthismeal.

AftereatingIwentdownstairs,he'snotthereIwent

to thekitchenhe'snoteventheretwo.And this

houseissohugeIwon'tlookforagrownassman,

I'm surehe'sbusywhereverheis.Iwashedthebowl

andGlassthatIusedthenwentbacktobed,I'm tired

Iam drainedallIneedismybed.



Iwentin my bed and covered myselfwith the

Blanket,Idon'tneedanydisturbing.

OkayIsaidthattooearly,becauseIfeltcoldhands

onmywaist.Itensedupabit.IremovedZithu's

handsoffme.

Zithu:SthandwaSam.

Me:YintoniZithulele?[WhatZithulele]

Zithu:ImissyouMkam.

Me:Ohh

Zithu:whatcanIdoforyoutoforgiveme?

Me:JustsleepZithulele,Iwanttosleeptoo.

Zithu:Iloveyouokay.

Me:Iknow!

Hekissedmeonmycheekthenslept,Imisshim too.

ButI'm stillmadathim Idon'tknowwhetherinthe

morningIwillforgivehim ornot.

.



Iwas woken up with kisses allovermyface,I

openedmyEyesitwasZenande.Ismiledwidelymy

Baby,howImissedher.

Itookherinmyarms.

Me:heybabygirl,heymybaby.Heymylove.

Isaythatticklingher,she'slaughingnonstop.

Zithu:youhappy?

Me:Veryhappy.

Ismiledatthis.

Zithu:Ithinkthiswillmakeyoumorehappy!

Me:What'sthis?

Zithu:Openit.

Iopened the Brown Envelope,there's a birth

certificate.Itakeitout,ohmyGoodness.'ZENANDE

MKHIZE'

IlookatZithulele.

Me:Isthis?

Zithu:Yes it's true,the Adoption process got



approved so quicklysince she was alreadyyour

niece,legallysheisourchildnow.

Istoodupandhuggedhim.

Me:Thankyousomuch,youdon'tknow how allof

thismeanstome,thisisthebestnews.

Zithu:DoesthatmeansIam forgiven?

Me:Yesofcourse.

Ihughim tightly,andgavehim akiss.

Me:ThankyouMyeni.

Zithu:YouarewelcomeMkam.

IwalktomybabyandIhaveherinmyarms,myfirst

daughter.Ican't believe that she's finally my

daughter,YothandoissurelyhappythatItookcare

ofherownchild.

Zithu:Come,breakfastisready.

Me:okaypleasetakeZenandewithyouI'llbethere

shortly.

Zithu:Alright.



He takesZenande in hisarms,thatgivesme a

chancetomakethebed,Iwenttothebathroom I

brushedmyteethandwashedmyfacethenwent

downstairs.AfullEnglishbreakfast.

Me:ThankyouMyeni,thisBreakfastissodelicious.

Zithu:Iam toplease.Howareyou?

Me:I'm good.

Zithu:Howareyoufeelingaboutgivingbirth?

Me:Iam scaredmylove,I'm evennervous.Icangive

birthanytime.

Zithu:Iknowmylove,butIknowyouarestrong.You

willgothroughallofthisandgivebirthtoonestrong

healthyboy.

Me:Iwantyoutobebymyside,Ineedyoutobe

therewhenIgivebirth.

Zithu:Don'tworrySthandwaSam Iwillbetherefear

not,butpleasedon'tshoutatmeI'llleaveyouthere.

Me:youwouldn'tdare.

Zithu:Tryme!



Me:wewillseeaboutthat.

Zithu:I'm joking,Iknow youwoulddivorcemeand

takemybabiesaway.

Me:Youknowmetowell.

Zithu:Finishupplease,yourmothertoldmeIshould

bringyouhomeshemissesyou.

Me:Imisshertoo.

Zithu:GoandtakeabathI'llchooseclothesforyou

towear.

Me:Youarethebesthusbandever!Youdeservean

award.

Zithu:Iknow mylove,you'llrewardmewithmore

kidsinthefuture.

Me:IfIgiveaneasybirth.

Zithu:I'llprayforyoureasybirth.

Me:PrayHarder!

IsaidasIwalkedoutofthekitchen,Iwalkedtomy

room thenIwenttotheBathroom,I'lltakeshower

todaybathingisahustletome.



AftershoweringIworemyundergarments,there'sa

whitedressandsandals.

Iwore the dress,it's a lace dress and Idon't

rememberbuyingthisdress.

"LovetheDress?"

Me:It'sbeautiful,Iloveit.Youboughtit?

Zithu:Yeah,anythingformywife.

Me:Thankyousomuch,husband.

Zithu:Youarewelcome.Lookletmetakeaquick

shower,nandeisintheloungewatchingTVyoucan

goandbewithher.

Me:Alrightpleasecomewith mybag when you

comingokay.

Zithu:Okay..

Iquicksnackwilldorightnow,ItookoutsomeLay's

chipsandsomejellybeans.

Iwalkedtothelounge,NandeiswatchingSofiathe

First.IgiveherthejellybeansandtheLay'sarefor

me.



Nande:mama.mama!

She gives me herhands,she signals me thatI

shouldgivehersomeChips.Igiveherasmallpotion

ofchips,IlovemyLay'sandIdon'tsharebutI'm a

mother now,Iguess Ihave to do a lot of

compromisingformykids.Ihavetoselflessandnot

selfish,it'sgoingtobeaverylongjourneybutIhave

the bestbestpartnerto walk this journeywith.

ZithuleleisthebestHusband,andbeingtheBest

Fatherwillcomenaturally,he'sthebestateverything.

Ifearmykidswilllovetheirfathermorethanme

speciallytheboys.Thegirlsbetternotdisappoint.

Zithucomesdownstairscarryingababybag,andmy

bag.

Wealwayscarrythebabybag,forincasemywater

breaksandwearenothome,itshouldbeeasyforus

tojustrushtohospital.Insteadofstartingathome

andtakethebabybagthengotothehospital.

Hegoesoutandcomeback.

Zithu:Let'sgo.



Me:Alright.

IswitchofftheTVandtakeNandeinmyarms,she's

soheavy.

Wewalkinthecar,zithustrapsherinhercarseat.

AndItakethepassengerseat.

Zithu:Youcomfortable?

Me:YesIam.

Zithu:Yourplaylistormine?

Me:Yourplaylist.

Irestmyhead and listento theJazzplaying,it

soothesmeandcalmsmedown.

Theridefrom ourhousetomymom'shouseislong

andthere'straffic,Ifellasleepalongtheway.

Zithuwakesmeup.

Zithu:wearehere!

Me:Alright.

I remove the seatbelt and climbs out, he's

unbucklingNande.



Zithu:youcangoinsideI'llcomerightafteryou.

Me:Okay!

Itookmybagthenheadedinsidethehouse.

"SURPRISEEEEEEE"

OhMyGod,thisissobeautiful.Ismile,allmyfriends

andfamilyarehere,it'sababyshower.

Thehouseisdecoratesblueandwhite.Now Isee

thedress,Zithulelewasapartofthis.

Me:Youdidn'thavetodoit,butThankyousomuch.

Azole:ThankyourMotherandMotherin-law,they

aretheonesresponsibleforallofthis.

Iwalktomytwomothers.

Me:ThankyouMom andyoutooMamkhize,Thisis

allbeautiful.

Mom:Anythingformydaughter.

Mamkhize:Andanythingformydaughterin-law.

Ihuggedthem

Mamkhize:Plusyourhusbandcontributedinallof



this.

Me:Ihavegivenuponthatone,He'ssurprising.I'm

notevensurprisethathewaspartofthis.

Theylaughatme.

TheymakemeseatonthisBigchairontop.Ifeel

likeroyalty,mayboyisgoingtohavealotoftoys.

TheonlythingI'llbuyisclothes,therestisbought.

I'm sogratefultohavesuchpeopleinmylife,they

arethebest.Thesegiftsarealot,thenurseryis

goingtobefulleverythingachildneedsishere.

IlookatMamkhizeassheisaboutto talk,she

smilesatme.

Mamkhize:Iam sohappythatI'llbeaGrandmother

again,thisfeelssogoodandIjustcan'twaittohave

him inmyarms.YoubringaMkhizewifemeansalot,

you changed myson and you made the Mkhize

householdwarm again,IthankGodforgivingusas

adaughterin-law.Ihavethebestdaughtersin-law.

YouandOyisaareperfectdaughters,youaremy

daughtersandthankyouNahikoforbeinginmy

sonslife,mayyouhavemorechildrenIwantmore



grandchildren.Iloveyoumygirl.

Me:Thankyou!.

Mom:MybabyIwillbeshort,IwanttosayThank

youformakingmeaGrandmother.Ifeelsohappy

thatIwillbehaving2grandchildrennowandIwant

tohavemoreGrandchildreninthefuture.MayGod

Blessyoumychild,Iloveyousomuch.

Me:ThankyousomuchMama.

AsIwasabouttotalkandsaymyLastThankyouto

everyone.IfeltsomeLiquidinbetweenmythighs,I

liftedupthedresstoseewhatisit.

Mywaterjustbroke!

Ibecamedumpforafewminutes,andeveryonewas

mindingtheironbusinessandI'm notfeelingany

crampsoIshouldsaymyspeechthen.

Me:Iwanttothankeachandeveryoneofyoufor

beinghere,celebratingmybabyshowerwithme.

Eventhoughyouguysnearlykilledmewithanheart

attack.Thankyousomuchandforthegifts..

A sharp pain on myabdomen,Iheld mylower



stomachforafewseconds

Me:Forthe gifts,thank you so much Ireally

appreciateallyoureffortsI'm ahappymothertoday

andit'sallbecauseofyouguysandahhhh!

Iscreamed,Mamkhizeandmommyhurriedtome.

Mom:Babywhat'swrong?

Me:Mywaterbroke!

Them:Whaaat?

Me:Pleasetakemetothehospital!.

I'm nowsweating,I'm inalotofpain.

Mamkhize:ZithuisatthebackwiththeotherMen.

Me:Pleasesomeonegoandcallhim.

Iwentdownthenmademywatout.

Mom:Babywhereareyougoing?

Me:Outside.

Isnap,I'veneverfeltthispain.Period painsare

betterthanthis,thisistheworstpainever!.

I'm walkingincircles,Zithuleleisnotcomingthis



feelslikeanhourstandingoutside.

Me:WhydidyoutakeyourTime?

Zithu:Irushedherebaby.

Me:JustUnlockthecar!

HeunlockedthecarandIwenttoseatattheback

seat.

Hedroveoff.

Me:JustFastZithulele!.

Zithu:I'm drivingfastbaby.

Me:Notfastenough.

Iam inalotofpainrightnow,I'm swearingand

shoutingatZithulele.Itellhim to drivefastand

whenhedrivesfastItellhim toslow downvice

versa..

He'stired,andconfused.

Me:ZithuleleBulumnkoMkhizeI'm notabouttogive

birthinafuckencar,pleasedrivefast.I'm aboutto

givebirth.



Zithu:Wearehere.

Heopensupandtakemeinhisarmsandcarryme

bridalstyle.

Wemadeourwayin,theDoctorquicklyattendedus,

theContractionsareveryintense.Ifeellikedying

rightnow.IchangeintoahospitalgownandI'm

takentolabor.

TheDoctordidthevaginalcheck.

Doctor:Sorryma'am,you're1.5cm faryoustillhave

towait

Ifeellikekillingthisman!Howcanhesaythat.

.

.

It's been 16hours and I've been crying,cursing,

swearingandshoutingatthenurses,doctorandmy

husband.

Thedoctorcomesandchecksonmyvaginaagain.

Doctor:It'stime.

IheldonZithu'sHandsotightly.



Doctor:Push!

Ipushed,andpushed.

Doctor:Iseeahead,pleasepushmore!.

Iheardloudbabyscreams,Ithenrelaxed.

Zithu:Thankyousomuchmylove,Iloveyouso

much!.

I'm wokenupbyZithulele,weareinawardnow.I

don'tknow how Ipushed,andgavebirththisisa

miracle.

Zithu:He'shungrypleasebreastfeedhim.

Itakemybabyfrom him,andgavehim thebreast

milk.Whatthefuck!Thisissopainful.Ifeellike

cryingrightnow

Me:Zithulelethisissopainful,Idon'tthinkIcando

this.

"Youneedtotakeinthepain,ifyoudon'tthenitwill

bemorepainful.Astimegoesitwillbelesspainful".

IsighlookingatmymotherthatIdidn'tevennotice

thatshe'shere,withMamkhize.



Me:Yhookay!

Igivehim mybreastagain.It'ssopainful.

Zithu:NqobizithaJuniorMkhize.

ZithulelesaidbrushingNqobi'shead.

He'sinlovewithhisson,soam I.

Everyonemadetheirwayin,hisfriendsandfamily,

myfriendsandFamily.

NqobizithaisjustoneluckyFella.Everyoneloves

him andcan'tstopgushingoverhim.

.

.
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FIFTY

LASTCHAPTER

.

The Junior's screams and cries from the baby

monitorwakesmefrom mydeepslumber.Iwake

myZithuleleup.

Me:Baby!Baby!

He'snotwakingup.Itakethewaterontopofmy

headboardandthrewitallonhim.

"Whatthehell!?"

Me:TheNqobiiscrying.

Icheckthetimeit's07:30am.I'm surehe'sbeen

cryingforfartoolong.Heusuallywakesuparound

6am.

Istoodupwhichwasamissionforme,I'm 9months

pregnantand I'm carrying triplets,Zithulelereally

wentoverboardwiththisone,butThankGodI'vehad

smoothpregnancywithnocomplicationsjustmy



babiesenjoyingthemselves.Itakeaquickshower

andIworemypeachmaternitydress.Ilooklikean

ElephantthewayI'm sohuge.

Itaketheliftdownstairs,meandThestairsandiare

notfriendsfornow.

Me:You'relateMartha!

Iscream ather,I'm atickingtimebomb!.

Martha:I'm sorrymadam thebusesarestrikingsoI

tookatrain.

Me:It'sseemsyou'resousedtomebeingniceto

youyou'regoingtogetfiredtrustme!.

Martha:I'm sorrymadam itwon'thappenagain.

Idon'tknow whyI'm disrespectMartha,she'solder

thanme.Iguessit'sthehormones.

"MarthapleasetakeJunior,youknow yourmadam

hasbeenadragonladythesedays!"

Me:SoI'm thedragonLady?

Zithu:Nomylovenotyou!

"Mama!"Juniorisscreamingforme.



Me:Notnowjunior!

Iwalktothekitchen,Nandeishavingherbreakfast,

mysweetgirl.

Me:Heybaby.

Nande:Heymama.

Me:Howareyou?

Nande:I'm good,howareyouandthebabies?

Me:Wegood,wecan'tcomplain.

Zenandeisnow6yearsoldandshetalksalot,she

blubberssomuchIdon'tknowwhoshetakesafter

becauseYothandoandIwerenottoomuchonthe

talking partIdon'tknow whereZenandegotthe

blabberingfrom probablyfrom Lwando.Nqobizitha

isnowa4Yearsold,he'sagrownboy.Helooksjust

likehisfather,I'm hurtthatheonlytookmyeyesand

nothingelseohandmysmiletoo.Therearedays

wherehelikesbeingababyjustliketodayhecries

workingusup,andtherearedayswherehewakes

upandhavebreakfastwithhersisterwiththehelp

ofMarthawithoutwakingusup.



I'm havingcontractionsfor30-60secondsandthey

end.Since yesterdayI've been having them and

crampsonmyabdomen.

Imake myselfsome fruitsalad,it's been my

favouritefrom beingpregnantwithJuniorandwith

theTripletstoo.

Ifeelaverysharppain,followedbyliquid.Mywater

broke.

I'velearntnottowithhold,thelasttime.

Nande:Mama uzichamele wena.[Mommyyou've

justpiedonyourself].

Shegiggledsoftly,makingmelaughatthesame

time,she'sreallyclueless.

Me:Babyyyyyy!marthaaa!

Ishout,theycomerunningMarthahasJunioronher

arms.

Zithu:Mkam,what'swrong?

Me:Babymywaterjustbroke!

Zithu:What?



Me:Iwon'trepeatmyselfZithuleleBulumnkoMkhize.

HerushesupstairsI'm surehewenttotakethecar

keysandtheBaby'sbag.

Me:MarthacanIpleasehavethelemonwater.

ShehandsmywaterImakemywayoutside,where

isthisidioticHusbandofmine.

Me:byebabiesmommylovesyou.

Isaykissingboththeircheeks,Zenandewantsto

askwhat'shappeningI'm gladshedidn'taskasfor

juniorhe'shungry.Hedoesn'tknowwhat'spopping.

Iwalkoutside,Itookthecarkeys,from thewallkey

holder.Zithulelewillfindmeinsidethecar.

Hecomesrunning.

Zithu:Getinsidebaby.

Iseatattheback,hedrivesofftonetcare.

Iam socalm,I'm notshoutingathim likethelast

time.hehasbeenlookingatmefrom therearmirror

i'm sureheisshockedonwhyi'm notscreamingand

shouting.



Sharp pain shoots from the lower part. I've

complementedmyselftooearly.

I'm screamingandshoutingathim,wearehalfway

tothehospital.

HecupsmebridalstyleandruninsidetheHospital.

I'm screamingandpantingI'm insomuchpain.I

don'tknowhowIwillmanagetogivebirthinto3Big

heads.I'm sotired,myeyesarehalfclosed.

I'm nowinLabor,waitingfortheDoctor.

Me:Zithulelepleasedosomething,I'm dyinghere.

Zithu:Pleasehangintheremylovethedoctorwillbe

heresoonwithyou.

Me:Fuckyou Zithuleleyou know that!Fuckyou

Marn!

Helaughed.

Me:Thisisnotfunnyatall,it'snot!

Argg,IhuffinangerZithuleleisjustFrustratingme.

Me:FinallyJesusDecidedtoComeBack!



DoctorThompsonchuckleashemakeshiswayin.

Me:I'm Gladyouhavegracedwithyourpresence

yourhighness.

Isaysarcastically.Theroom isfilledwithlaughter

andIjustcan'thelpbutsulk.

Zithu:Youaresocutewhenyousulking.

Me:sayonemorewordandyouwillbeoutofhere,I

cangivebirthwiththese3headswithoutyou!

Zithu:I'm sorryMkam.

Hekissisesmyforehead.

.

Iam sodrainedandtired,kudustomyvagina,avery

bigroundofapplausetoit.3bighead?I'm driedI

justwanttowipeoffthesmugonZithulele'sface.

He'sbeensmilingeversincewewereintheLabor.

The dooropened two nurses comes having my

babies.

Me:Youknow allthisfeltlikeaDejavu.I'vedreamt

aboutthis,allofthis.



Zithu:Didyounamethem?

Me:Bhelekazinamedone,hesaidhe'sSibusiso.

Zithu:ThenI'm carryingSibusiso.

Me:Andwhatabouttheothertwo?

Zithu:ShouldInamethem?

Me:Yes,I've alreadyname two.Nqobizitha and

SibusisowenamedbyBhelekazisodothehonours.

Zithu:TheBoyisSibongakonke.Itmeansweare

gratefulforeverything.It's been 5 years in our

marriageandI'm gratefulfortheloveyou'vegiven

me and my Family Sibongakonke is allwe are

gratefulforinlifeandyou.TheGirlisSinegugu,we

have ourprecious treasure.She's ourprecious

treasureourlastborn.

Me:Ilovethem.

Zithu:So we have Sibusiso,Sibongakonke and

Sinegugu.

Me:Yesmylove.Ican'tbelieveI'vegivenbirthto

them,thisallfeelslikeafairytaledream.



Zithu:ThankyoumyLove,I'm now averyproud

father of 5. Zenande, Nqobizitha, Sibusiso,

SibongakonkeandSinegugu.Iwillbethebestfather

they'veeverhad,andthat'snodoubtthatyouwillbe

thebestmother.IloveyousomuchMkam.

Me:ILoveyoumoreKhabazela.

.

_______

GIGI

"Breakfastinbedforourmaingirl"

Ismilelookingatmyhusbandandmybabyboy.

Me:LukeandDaddy,ThankyousomuchtoyouMen

ofthehouse.SowhatdidIdotodeservebreakfast

inbed?

Caldrin:Let'ssayforbeingthewifeIcouldeverfind,

forbeingthebestmothertoourchild.Youdeserve

morethanaBreakfastinbed,youdeservethewhole



world.

Me:WellthankyouBaby,I'm gladI'vefoundyouin

mylife,I'm gladthatyouareinthepictureofmylife

andthatIhaveaManlikeyou.

Caldrin:Youareso strong,and Iadmireallthat

aboutyou.Youfoughtagainstalloddsjusttobe

withme,Youfoughtwithmewhenmyfamilywas

againstus,whentheyhatedyoubecauseyouwere

blackgirl.ThankyouforstayingwithmewhenIlost

myJobandhadnomoney,youstayed.Ithankyour

friendswhoareyoursisterswhomadeourwedding

thebestwedding.Even though Ididn'thaveany

moneytogiveyouforourwedding,whenwechose

tojustgetmarriedathomeaffairsbecausewehad

nomoney.Ican'tthankyourfriendsenoughthatwas

a big wedding theypulled.You reallyhave true

friends.IloveyousomuchGeorginaMkhonto..

Ilaughedatthewayhepronouncedmysurname.

YesNahikoandAzolecamethroughforCaldrinandI.

Caldrinlosthisjobandhehadnomoney,I'vealready

plannedmywedding.Hedidn'tpayanyLobola,Ihad

nofamilyIlostmyfamilywhenIwasstillyoung.



HavingNahikoandAzoleinmylifewasaBlessing.

They covered my wedding from the venue,

decoration, Catering, my dress, my makeup

artist,hairstylisttoCaldrin'ssuitandhisGroomsmen.

Caldrin'sfamilysteppedback,theyhatedmebutat

theweddingtheygotdressedasiftheyweregoing

to Grammy awards.I've thanked everyday they

provedthatwearemorethanfriendsbutsisters.I

have2yearsoldsonLuke.

Me:I'm GladIhavethem tooinmylife,plustheir

husbands.Iam happythatIalsohaveyouandLuke.

Luke:mommy.

Shewantedtobeinmyarms.

Me:Comebigboy.

Caldrin:Hemustbesleepy,hewokeuparound7am.

Me:Hemustsleepthen.

Ihushedhim.

Myphonerangit'sAzole.

Me:HeyHoney.



Azole:HeyLove,howareyou?

Me:I'm goodthanks,andyouhoney?Areyouback

from yourhoneymoon?

Azole:I'm goodtoo.YesloveIam backeventhough

Ididn'twanttocomebackyoudidn'ttellmehow

goodandFunmarriageis.

Ilaugh,shegotmarriesaMonthago,andshe'sbeen

inherhoneymoonsincethen.

Me:Ifyouaredoingthismarriagethingwiththe

Loveofyourlifethenyouhavenothingtoworry

aboutit'sallsweet.

Azole:Itooktoolongtogetmarried,hadIknowthat

itwasthissweetIwould'vegottenmarriedalong

timeago.

IlaughedAther,she'sjustbeingDramatic.

Me:Yougogirl.

Azole:Here Iblabberaboutme forgetting thatI

calledyouforsomething.

Me:That'showyouare,it'sinyourNature.



Webothlaugh.

Azole:Nahikogavebirthtohertriplets,2Boysand1

Girl.

Me:OhmyGodareyouforreal?

Azole:Yeshoney.Iwantedustogoandseeher.

Surpriseher,shedoesn'tevenknowthatI'm back.

Me:AlrightI'llmeetyouthere!

Idroppedthecallinexcitement.

Caldrin:What'sgoingonbaby?

Me:NahikoGaveBirthto2Boysandagirl.

Caldrin:Areyouserious?

Me:Yes,shewascarryingtriplets.

Caldrin:She'sstrongDamn.3babies,youwould've

diedifitwasyou.

Me:Pleasedon'texaggeratebaby.

Caldrin:ButI'm tellingyouthetruth,youwantedto

diewhilegivingbirthtoLuke.

Me:Isohateyourightnow!



Ithrewapillowathim.

Me:GoingwithmetotheHospital?

Caldrin:Yeah,I'llseetheGentstoo.

Me:Okaylet'sgo then,wewilldropLukeathis

Grandmother'splace.

Caldrin:Yeah.

.

__________

AZOLE

"Nathi!Khanyi!Mommyishere"

Nathicomesrunning.

Me:NorunninginthehouseNkosinathi.

Hegivesmethatnaughtysmileofhis,hehasagap

hisfronttoothisnotthere.

Hehuggedmeonmylegs.

Itakeherinmyarms.



Me:Hellomybaby.Hellobabyboy,helloMommy's

boy!

He his his face with his hands.Giggling as I'm

Ticklinghim.

Chumani'smom comesdown with Khanyiin her

arms.WhenshesawherDadshescreamedontop

ofherlungswithherhandsflying.

Khanyisileisadaddy'sgirl.She'sonly10monthsbut

shefavorsherDadmore.

AfterNahikoGavebirth4YearsbackIfellinlove

with Nqobizitha,hewasaverycutebabyboy.I

askedChumanitoaccompanymetochecksome

babiesinaorphanage,wemetNkosinathitherehe

wascutejustfew monthsoldjustlikeNqobizitha,

wedecidedtoadopthim.He'sthesameageas

Nqobizithait'sjustthatNqobizithais4monthsolder

thanNkosinathi.Khanyisile?Theorphanagecalled

asafewmonthsbackbeforeourweddingandtold

us,there'saNewborn.Wetookitintoourownhands

thatwewilladopther.Nowwehavetobeautifulkids,

NkosinathiandKhanyisile.I'm soinlovewiththem.



Me:KhanyisileissuchaDaddy'sgirl,Ifearforhis

walletwhenhe'sagrownup.

Mama:IfearthesamethingMakoti,hewillwanta

pairofshoeseveryday.

Me:AndChumaniwillneversaynotohim.

Chumani:She'smyprincesswhatdoyouexpect?

Mamaweretheybehavingwhilewewereaway?

Mama:Theyaresuchproblematickids.Thanksto

Nahikowhotookthem foraweek.Nqobizithaand

Nkosinathiareabunchfrom hell.Idon'tknowHow

Nahikohandlesthem.

Me:She'sagreatmother,shedoesthisparenting

thingsosmoothly.LookatZenandesogrownand

veryrespectful.

Chumani:youareagreatmothertoomywife!

Me:ThatIknow.

Mama:That'swhereyouaresupposedtosayThank

youmyHusbandMakoti.

Ilaugh.



Chumani:She'stooproudthisone!

Ilaughandmymotherin-law joinedme.Ithought

she was going to be a Monsterin-law butshe

showedmeamother'sLoveandsupportedChumani

andIwiththeadoptionprocess.

Chumani'sphoneranghewentout.

Mama:SohowwasthehoneymoonMakoti?

Me:Itwasgreat,Ididn'twanttocomeback,Parisis

reallyacityoflove.Ifitwasn'tformybabiesI

wouldn'tbe here.Iwould've relocated and be a

residentinParis.

Mama:Andleaveyourbeautifulmotherin-law?

Me:DoyouknowParismama?

Shelaughed,Ijoinedhertoo.

Me:Ithoughtasmuch.

Chumanicamebacksmiling.

Mama:Yourwifeishere,sowho'sthereasonbehind

yoursmile.

Me:Exactly that,Iwas going to ask the same



questionmama.

Chumani:Welllet'ssay,myBestManisafather

Again.

Me:What?Nahikogavebirth?

Chumani:Yes,2Boysandagirl.

Me:OhmyGod,I'm soexcitedIwanttoseemy

babies.OhmyGoshletmecallandinform Gigi.

AftermycallwithGigiIwentupstairsandtooka

quickshower,Iworemyyellow summerdressand

airforcesneakers.

Itiedmyweavethenwentdownstairs.

Me:Chumanilet'sgo,Ihavetoseemybabies.

Chumani:Rightbehindyoubaby,wewillstartatthe

mallandbuyafewgiftsforournewmommy.

Me:Alrightpleasedrivefast.

Helaughedatme,Nahikoismysisterherkidsare

mineandmykidsarehersthatgoestoGigitoo.

.



Me:WhereareyouI'm alreadyatnetcare.

Gigi:Justlookbehindyou.

Iturnandshewavesherhand.She'scarryingagift

backsodoI.

CaldringotoChumaniandIhugmybigsisters.

Gigi:Lookatyou,you'reglowing.

Me:It'shappinessmylove,I'm atmyhappiest.

Gigi:Yesmygirl.

Me:Hey,wearelookingforNahikoMkhize.

Receptionist:ward25thirdfloor.

Me:Thankyou.

Wetakealifttothethirdfloorandwalkedfasterto

herWard.

Mamkhize,herMotherandOyisahavethebabieson

them.

Me:Okay,okaymylovestimesup.Givethebabiesto

mama.

Everyonelaughs.



Nahiko:Girlllll.Youdidn'teventellmethatyouare

back.

Me:IthoughtIshouldsurpriseyou.CanIholdone.

Oyisagivesmethebaby.

Me:judgingbythepinkblanketsit'sagirl.What'sher

Name?

Nahiko:Sinegugu.

Me:OhmyGoodnesswhatalovelyname.Andthe

boys?

Nahiko:MamkhizeisholdingSibongakonkeandGigi

Sibusiso.

Me:whonamedthem?Thesearesuchlovelynames.

Nahiko:Theirfather,IonlynamedSibusiso.

Gigi:SocanyoutellwhoiswhobetweentheBoys?

Nahiko:YesmyLove,Sibongakonkeisalittledarker

thanSibusiso.

Gigi:Iwouldn'tbeabletoseparatethem.

Nahiko:Ihopeandpraythattheydon'tdisappoint



melikeNqobizitha,andlookliketheirfather.Atleast

oneofthem shouldresembleme.

Mamkhize:TheMkhizeGenesarewaytoostrong.

Look atmy kids,they alllook like theirfather

includingthegirls.Theyonlyhavemysmileandeyes.

Nahiko:Iwillreturnthem inmystomachshouldthey

ResembleZithulele.EspeciallySinegugu,shecan't

takeafterherfather.

Westayedinthehospitalexchangingthebabies.I'm

soinlovewithNahiko'sbabiestheyaresocute.

.

Chumani:Wegaveyouenoughtime,it'sourtime

now.

Chumani,Sandz,Mlungisi,Caldrin and Zithulele

madetheirwayin.

Zithulele:Mybrotherswanttoholdmybabiesso

pleaseladiesgivebackmyLoved.

Nahiko:Givehim guys,thefatheroftheyear!

Shesaidsarcastically,andwelaughed.Shemustbe

madathim,don'thormonesendafterGivingbirth?



Letmenotcrackmymind.

Chumani:She'saBeautifulgirl,Shewilllookjustlike

hermother.

Zithu:I'm prayingintonguesthatshelooksexactly

likeher,otherwiseit'soverforher.

Nahiko:AndImeanitZithulele,ifSinegugudoesn't

resembleme.I'm sellingher.

Me:Don'tworrymyloveI'm here,thehighestbidder.

I'llbuyher.

Wealllaugh.

Mlungisi:SoZithuleleyouwentoveryourbigbrother.

Ihave4kidsandyouhave5,Don'tyouhaveshame?

Zithu:Mkhizehas5children,3sonsand2Daughters.

SoI'm myFather'sson!

Mlungisi:Oyisaweremovingyoufrom birthcontrol,

weneedbabynumber5!

Sandz:Youguysaretoooldnow,Giveitup.Mnqobi

willgiveyouthe5thBaby.

"I'm notDoinganyofthatshit."



Mamkhize:LanguageMnqobitherearebabieshere.

Mnqobi:Sorry!

Hemadehiswayinwithhissistersandfather.

Nahiko:Yho,I'vehadenoughVisitorsfortoday.I

needsomespaceandmybabiesneedsomeresttoo.

Mkhize:WhyyousayingthatMakoti?

Nahikolaughs.

Mnqobi:Isitbecauseofus?We'vejustarrivedand

youwantspacenow?

Nahiko:They'vebeenhere,Ican'tevenbreathfresh

air.Iwantthem gone then Baba can see his

Grandchildrenandyouseeyournephewsandniece.

Mkhize:Umakotiusekhulumileenisiphumeleke.[My

daughterin-lawhavespoken,pleaseLeave]

Me:UyasigxothaNahiko?[Youarechasingusout

Nahiko?]

Nahiko:Don'tputwordsonmymouth.I'm tiredIjust

wanttosleepthat'sall.

Indeedshelookstired,andgivingbirthto3babiesis



averybigthing,shelooksexhausted.

Gigi:Youreallylookexhaustedweshallgiveyou

somespacebaby.Weloveyouokay!

Nahiko:LoveyouMore.

Me:ILoveyousis,pleaserestandtakecareofour

babies.

Nahiko:Iwilllove,pleasesendsmygreetingsto

SupermanandkissmylittledramaqueenKhanyion

thecheek!

Me:IwillIloveyou.

Nahiko:Loveyoutoo.

Wewentout,andleftherwithMnqobi,Babusisiwe,

BuhleandMrMkhize.

Chumani:ManyouareBlessed,withsuchbeautiful

babies.

Zithu:Iknow,buttheyare ourbabies.You are

blessedtoo.

Wesmileashe'swalkingwithustotheParkinglot,

hewillneverleavehiswifealonewith3Newborn



babies.Nahikowouldkillhim.

.

_______________________

FAMILYGATHERING.

NAHIKO

.

Zithu:Thankyousomuchforcoming,thismeansa

lotto me and mywife.Iknow thatwe've been

friendsforaverylongtimeandtodaymeandmy

wifedecidethatweshouldcreatedabondthatwill

neverbeseparated.Abondthatwillstartfrom us

andourkidswillalsocontinuewithit.Todaywewill

beafamilynotfriendsbutA Family.Wewillbe

brothersandsister,thatourchildrenmayknowthat

theyarebrothersandsistersforlife,thereasonof

startingthistrendisbecauseofthesupportwe've

giveneachother,from beingeachother'spillarof

strengthandbeingeachother'ssanity.Thatmeans

alotfrom afriendship,wemaynotbesistersand

brothersbybloodbutbyHeart.Tomanymoreyears

ofthisFamilyhood.



Mlungisi:ThankyouBrother,Iagreewithyou.This

shouldteachtheLovetoourchildrenandthatthey

should supporteach otherno matterwhatthe

situationistheyshouldbethereforeachotherand

thattheirbondmaybemorestrongerthanthebond

wehadandmaythispassfrom ourgenerationto

manymoregenerations.

Caldrin:IAgree,you guys showed me love and

supportthatnotevenmyfamilyevershowedme.

Youthoughtmehow tobeselflessatmanytimes,

youtaughtmeonhavingabiggerheartandhowto

takecareofeachotherandbethesupportsystem

ofoneother.AndthatIwantmychildtotakeand

learnit,sothathebecomeasnobleasyouare.

Shouldmysonhaverolemodelitshouldbeyou

guys.

Chumani:YeahMan,I'm gratefulyouandNahiko

camewiththatidea,Havingmanykidsaspossible

willbringjoytomeandmywifeandthatwillcreatea

veryinseparablebondinourchildren.Them having

eachother'sbackmeansalotandIwouldn'ttradeit

to anyone having you guys as my family it's



somethingthathasbeeninmyheart,havingyouas

brothersandyourwivesasmysistersit'ssuchan

honourtome.Itreallymeansalot.Thankyouallfor

being me and my wife's supportsystem I'llbe

forevergratefulto youall,morespeciallyto you

NahikoyouareanamazingwomanmayGodbless

youasyouarealreadyblessed.

Me:ThankyousomuchChusta.

Ismile,thisissobeautifulhavingmyFriendshere

andOyisameansalottomeandthatwearenowa

familynotFriendsbutsisters,I'velearntalotfrom

them asmuchasthey'velearntfrom metooI'm

happyin mylife,I'm verycontent.Ourkids are

playingintheGardenit'sabeautifulsighttoseemay

thislastforlonger.

Istoodupandlookedatthisamazingpeople.Sandz

andMnqobiaretheonlyoneswithnospousesnext

tothem.

Me:Iwanttothankyouallforcomingheretothis

familygathering,thismeansalottomeandmy

husbandthankyouagreeingtothisunion,thefamily



bond.TakemetotheoldNahikothe18yearsold

Nahiko,andtellmethatIwouldbeherewithsuch

amazinggroupofpeopleIwouldlaughatyoutillmy

stomachhurts.SincemychildhoodincidentInever

knew thatIwillbethiscontentandhappyinlifeI

didn'tknowthatIwouldbethiswomanIam,theonly

thingIknew waspain,smile?Itwasveryrarething

onmyfaceI'veneverthoughtIwillbelikethis.It's

truewhentheysaythatJoycomesinthemorning

butthey didn'tsay the following morning any

morningmaybeyourjoybutmyjoycameatalater

stageinlifeanditcamesounexpectedly.Lifetaught

metobepatientandwaitformytimetocome,andI

waitedpatientlyandlookatmenow,Ihavethemost

honorable,loving,andadorablyhandsomehusband

withaverybigandkindheartandGodblessedus

withverybeautifulandhandsomekids.Friendsfor

lifewho'spracticallymyfamilynow.Thankyouall

forcominginmylife,forstickingwithmeonweak

daysanddaysthatIwantedtogiveupyougaveme

lifeandagreatsupport.Iloveyouallwithallmylife.

It'struewhentheysayThereisLightAtTheEndOf



TheTunnel.

YouguysaremylightandmyHappiness.Thankyou.

Wesharedhugsaroundeachother,thisisacircle

forlife.Mycircle,myhappyplace.

.

THEEND!

CatchYouontheFlipside!!.

.

.

PleasedoLike,ShareandComment!


